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SENATE. 


Abolition  of  davaiy  in  the  District  of  Colan- 
Ua,  and  afaintt  the  admission  of  any  new 
State  wIk»b  Consiilotioa  tolerates  sJarerjr, 
petitions  for  the  -  -  -  77,  83,  137 

Agiiealture,  Committee  on    •  -13 

bills  from  the     •  •  -  •    83 

Alabama,  memorial  and  resolntious  of  Legis- 

lalnre  of  •       -  -  25,  53,  99, 124, 1S9 

bill  antboriziag  the  settlement  and  pa>- 
ment  of  certain'  claims  of,  48,  53,  65,  134 

137 
bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of,  the  two 
per  cent,  fand  reserved  by  the  act  pro- 
viding for  her  admission  into  the  Union,    13 
15, 18,  41,  46 
bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  district 

in        -  -  -      13,15,18,41,46 

bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
grant  certain  relinquished  and  unappro- 
]^at«d  lands  to  the  State  of  Alabama, 
for  the  purpose  of  improTing  the  naTi- 

gatiott  of  tha  Tennessee,  Coosa,  Ca- 
awba,  and  Blsclc  Warrior  rivers,"  ap- 
proved May  33, 1838,  and  the  several 
acta  supplementary  and  amendatory 
thereto  ...  48,53 

bill  to  annex  Oterokee  territory  to  Coosa 

land  district     •  .  '  -  156 

proposition   to  authorize  settlement  of 

elaim  for  services  of  her  militia  •  336 

bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the 
public  lands,  who  were  deprived  of  the 
benefits  of  the  act  granting  pre-emption 
rights,  which  was  approved  on  the  19th 
of  June,  1834  -  '        -     12, 15,  18,  41,  46 
bill  to  grant  other  lands  to  the  inhabitants 
of  townships  deprived  of  the  16'.b  sec- 
tion by  Indian  reservations,  13, 15, 18, 41,  46 
bill  to  relinquish  the  reversionary  interest 
of  the  United  States  to  a  certain  reser- 
vation in  the  Alabama,  12,    -    15, 18  ,41 
Alexandre,  ship,  bill  to  refund  duties  collected 

on  -  -  -  -       113,114 

Alexandria,  D.  C.  bill  to  extend  the  charter 

of  the  Bank  of  -  -  -       115,117 

AUtD,  WillUm  of  Ohio,  1.  33,  77,  99, 124, 133 
139, 142,  153, 181,  197, 304,  223,  236, 237 
resolutions  submitted  by  -  -  -33 

remarks  on  resolution  to  repeal  Indepen- 
dent Treasary  law       -  -  .32 
ramarks  on  Northeastern  boundary  con- 
troversy         -           -          -  -    92 
remarks  on  resolution  for  the  dismissal  of 
Blair  and  Rivea  as  Printers  to  the  Se- 
nate   .           -           -           .  .  236,337 
Amistad,  bill  authorixing  the  enrolment  and 

register  of  the  schooner  -  -  -90 

Anderson,  Alexander,  of  Tenoessfe,  14, 18,  S3,  35 

40,  46,  48.  63.  85,88,  90,94, 113, 138, 139 

176, 183, 183, 194, 197, 199,  203,  219,  3»2 

333 

resolniions  offered  by      -  -       63,  197 

remarks  on  rasoluiion  to  repeal  Iqdepen- 

dent  Treasury  law   •  •  -63 

umeaneiog  the  death  of  Hon.  nibt 

QnMif      •         *  >  '  ^ 


Anderson's  remarks  on 

Tennessee  Land  bill    -  -  -  183 

resolution  to  go  into  electicw  of  Printer,  194 
reduction  of  salaries  of  Federal  offices,  333 
Appropriations,  bilb,  &e.  for  the  support  of  the 

Government  in  part  for  the  year  1841,    35 

for  the  payment  of  the  Revolutionary  and 
other  pensioners  of  the  United  Stales  for 
the  year  1841  -  - 

for  the  naval  service  for         1841,  313,  333 

for  the  improvement  of  the  harbors  on 
the  Northern  and  Norihwestern  lakes  •  233 

for  certain  fortifications  of  the  United 
Stales  for  the  year  1841 

for  the  sapport  of  ih«  army  for  ithe  year 
1841 333 

for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy 
fortheyeai^l84l         -  •  -236 

for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
the  Oovernmeat  for  the  year  1841,  307,  316 
218,  219,  230,  222,  223 

for  the  temporary  support  of  oertain  desti- 
tute Rjckapoo  Indians  -  -  233 

for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Indian  Department  for  the  year 
1841   -  -  -  -  •  323 

for  deftaying  the  expenses  of  a  delega- 
tion of  the  Seminole  Indians  West  of 
the  Mississippi  to  Florida        -  .  9SS2 

statement  of,  made  during  the  second  ses- 
sion of  the  26ih  Congress         -  •  257 
Arkansas,memorial  of  Legislature  of  -        IS,  137 

bill  making  appropriations  fur  the  comple- 
tion of  certain  roads  in  the  State  of,    19 

bill  for  the  relief  of  citizens  of,  who  lost 
their  Improvements   in  cooseqaenoe 
of  a  treaty  between  the  Choctaw  In- 
dians and  the  United  States,  12, 15,  18 
41,  46.49,  54 
remarks  of  Mr.  Beoton  -  -    64 

remarks  of  Mr.  Phelps  -  -    54 

remarksof  Mr.  Sevier-  -  -    54 

bill  to  quiet  titles  to  certain  land  claims 
in  Missoon  and,  12,  15,  18,  41,46,  59 

bill  to  sell  lands  heretofore  appropnaied 
for  use  of  schools,  18,  25, 30,  40,  46,  96, 97 

bill  to  perfect  titles  to  land  (outb  of  Ar- 
kansas river,  held  under  New  Madrid 
locations  -  •  19,25,96,97 

bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
enable  claimants  to  lands  within  the  li- 
mits of  Missouri  and  tbe  Territory  of 
Arkansas  to  institute  proceedmg*  to 
try  tbe  validity  of  their  claims,"  ap- 
proved the  26ih  of  May,  1824,  and  an 
act  amendim;  the  same,  extending  the 
provisions  of  said  act  to  claimants  to 
lands  within  the  Slates  of  Looisiana 
and  Missisnippi  -18,35,59,156,160 

bill  to  authorize  the  iDhnbitaats  of  town- 
ship eight  north,  range  thiriy-iwo  west, 
in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  to  enter  a 
section  of  land  in  lien  of  the  sixteenth 
section  in  said  township,  upon  condi- 
tion that  the  same  is  surrendered  to  tbe 
United  Stattt  for  military  pnrpott*.  18,  18 

11,41,46 


Arkansas 

bill  authorizing  the  inhabitante  of  frac- 
tional township  ten  south,  of  ringe  one 
east,  in  tbe  State  of  Arkansas,  to  enter 
one-half  section  of  land  for  school  pur- 
poses        -  -  12,15,18,41,46 

bill  making  appropriations  fur    the  re- 
moval of  the  raft  in  Red  river,  18.  35.  40,  68 
Army,  bill  to  eqa^lize  the  pay  of         ■         46,  64 

bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of,  for  tbe  year  1841        -  -  333 

bill  for  the  organization  of  the  company 
of  sappcrt,  miners,  and  pontoniers      -    30 
Arts,  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  promote  the 

nsefnl      -  -  -  46,  48,  96,  97.  336 

Back  notes,  bill  to  tax  -  •         48,  54 

remarks  of  Mr.  Benton  -  -         54,  58 

Mr.  Calfaonn  -  -  -    57 

Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama-  -         57,  58 

Mr.  Hubbard-  -  -  -    57 

B4r.  Hantingion  -  -  -    57 

Mr.  King        -  -  -         57,  59 

Mr.  Pierce      -  -  -  -    57 

Mr.  Ssvier      -  -  -  -    57 

Mr.  Webster  -  -  -  -    57 

B 

Bankrapl  law,  petitions  concerninr,  13,  14,  39,  59 

77,  81.  82,  85,  89,  99,  102  107, 112,  113,  115 

119,134,127,  129.135    139,  142,  146,  152 

156,  165,  166,  175,  181,  197,  199,  2u2,  217 

326 
Bankruptcy,  bill  to  establish  a  nnil'orm  Kysti-m 

of  65,85,140,143,153,160,186,308 

debate  on  pioposiilen  to  take  np  -  -  102 

remarks  on  by  Mr.  Bayard         -  -  144 

Mr.  Benton      -  •  143,  144,  153 

Mr.  Buchanan  •  -  -  144 

Mr-  Calhoun    -  -  144,  154,  157 

Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama,   144,  153,  154,  157 
Mr.  Clay  of  Keniacky  -  -  144 

Ml.  Crittenden  -         143,  144,  153 

Mr.  Henderson  -  -      154,  156 

Mr.  Hubbard  -  -  -      143.  153 

Mr.  Hantingion  -  •  -  143 

Mr.  Merrick    -  -  •  -  144 

Mr.  Norrell    -  -  •      143,  144 

Mr.  Preston     -  -  -  -  144 

Mr.  Sevier      •  -  144,  153,  158 

Mr.  Smith  of  Connecticut       -      154,  160 
Mr.  Walker    •  -         1«,  153,  154 

Mr.  White      -  -  -  -  144 

Mr.  Wright     -  -  -      143,  144 

Banlu  of  the  District  of  .Columbia,  bill  le  ex- 
tend tbe  charters  of,  30,40,60,  79,103,  153 
198,  303,  304,  327 
Barbour,  Hon.  Philip  P.  death  of  announced 

by  Mr.  Roane     -  .  .  .  908 

Barrow,  Alexander,  of  Louisiana       -      231,  333 

Bates,  Isaac  C.  of  Mssachasetts       904,  217,  932 

Bayard,  Richard  H.  of  Delaware,  103,  109,  l'i7 

135,  144,  147,  191,  336,  331r336 

resolution  oS'ered  by        -  -  -  336 

remarks  on  resolaiion  to  go  into  election 

of  Printer       •  •  •  -  191 

remark*  on  resolution  to  dismtt*  Blair  and 
tUrmuftiMuatr^   •         •  T  MO,  M) 
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Ba  trd  Richard  H. 

remaiks  on  bill  establithing  a  aniform  sys- 
tenn  of  banknipicy     ...  144 
BeUoB,  Thomas  H.  of  Missouri,     1, 2, 14, 15,  35 
44.  48,  54,  60,  65,  81,  85,  89, 96,  100,  103 
103,  105,  107, 113,  115,  134,  126, 139, 138 
139, 153,  153,  160,  165, 176.  180,  181, 186 
194,  197,  309, 304, 308,  919,  333,  333,  336 
338,  341,  357 
Tesoluiiou  snbmitied  hj,    95,  60,  83, 97, 105 
134,  1S9,  303,  304,  233 
ramailu  on  bill  for  relief  of  citizens  of 
Arkansas  who  lost  their  improTcmeoUi 
in  eoDsrqoence  of  a  treaty  between  the 
Uoitrd  Slates  and  the  Choctaw  Indians    54 
remaiks  en  inirodacing  bill  lo  tax  bank 

notes   -  -  -  .    54,  58,  59 

remarks  on  bill  for  the  braefit  of  the  8tU 

ma  and  Tennessee  Railroad  Company    60 
Temarka  on  the  annunciation  of  death  of 

Hon.  Felii  Qcandy     •  •  -    63 

remarks  on  the  Permanent  Prospectire 

Pre-rmpiion  law         >    14,  30,  91,  95, 115 
(•marks  on  sugar  and  rum  drawbacks,  and 

ll»hiDg  bouDties  and  allowances  •  105 

remaiks  on  bill  establis'hing  a  noiform 

system  of  bankrnpics  -  •       143,  144 

remarks  on  bill  incorporating  banks  o(  the 

District  of  Columbia  .  .  .153 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  go  into  the 

election  of  printer       ...  194 
remark*  on  the  bill  to  reoi^anize  the  judi- 

didal  circuits  of  the  United  States,  314,315 
remaiks  on  remevals  from  office  •  218 

remarks  on  resolution  to  dismiss   Blair 
and  Rives  as  printers  to  the  Senate,  233, 241 
Berrien,  John  Maepberson,  of  Qeorgia,    231, 233 
remarks  on  resolution  to  dismiss    Blair 
and  Rives  as  prinier    ...  355 
Blair  and  Rives — (See  Printers  to  the  Senate.) 

letter  of,  to  Senate  of  the  United  States  -  356 
Board  of  Commissioners  to  bear  and  deter- 
mine claims  against  the  United  States, 
biU  to  establish  a,  13, 15, 18,  41,  60,  68,  69 
remarks  of  Mr.  Calhoan  >  68,  69 

Mr.  Henderson  •  -  -    68 

Mr.  Hnbbard  -  •  •  68, 69 

Bdr.  Linn        -  •  •  -69 

Mr.  Mangnm  •  -  68, 69 

Mr.  Sevier      •  -  •  -69 

Bvehanan,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  1, 13,  14, 18 
44,  59.  65,  71, 81,  82,  87,  88,  94,  104,  107 
117,  134,  136,  135,  138,  139,  140, 147,  152 
153,  160,  165,  175,  176.  181,  188,  194,  198 
199, 303, 313,  213,  317,  aiB,  330,  333,  336 
338,  241,  243 
remarks  on  bill  to  establish  pay  and  emo* 

laments  of  pursers  in  the  navy  •    49 

remarks  on  commercial  reciprocity         -    59 
remarks  on  Northeastern  boundarjr  con* 

iroversy  -     .       -  -  -    91 

remarks  on  bill  establishing  a  oniform  syv 

tern  of  bankruptcy       ...  144 
remarks  on  bill  to  reorganize  jndioial  eir* 

enits  of  United  States  .  •  -315 

remvks  on  resolution  to  go  into  the  elee* 

tion  of  Piinter  •  •  -  194 

remarks  on  our  relations  with  Qreat  Bri- 
tain  -  -  -  -  •    817 
remarks  on  resolotiott  to  dismiss   Blair 
and  Rives  as  printers             338, 241,  242 


Calluran,  John  C  of  South  Carolina,'     18, 14, 16 
1^  30, 28,  40,  45, 49,  50,  71.  89,  90, 91, 95 
96, 100, 103, 107,  lis,  114, 117,  134,  126 
137, 133, 134, 135,  139, 140, 147,  163, 176 
181,199,322,333,231.232 
remarks  on  bill  to  esiabliab  a  niiiform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy,         143, 144, 154,  157 
remarks  on  resolution  to  repeal  Indqien- 

deat  Treasury  law      -  -  •    91 

reaivlBB  on  bill  to  establish  pay  and  emo- 
luments of  pursers  in  the  navy  •    49 
lamadu  on  bUI  to  tax  bank  notes  •    57 
remarks  on  commercial  reeipioeity         •    59 
remarks  on  bill  to  establish  a  board  of 
eommiaeioners  to  hear  and  determine 
elaiaa  igtinat  tlie  UUtcd  States^        M,  60 


Calhoun  John  C. 

remarki  on  the   permanent  ptotpective 

ftre^mptftw  bill,  -  •  -    96 

remarks  oa.  reduetien  of  salaries  of  Fede- 

laUffioers       .  -  -  -  322 

remarks  on   resolution  to  dismiss  Blair 
and  Rives  as  Printers  •      338,  246 

Canada,  memorial  to  Congress,  invoking  their 
interference  in  relation  to  the  ireatment 
Of  American  citizens  by  the  British  Go- 
vernment, who  were  taken  prisoners  in 
the  revolt  in    -  -  -  -183 

remarks  of  Mr.  Norvell  -  -  183 

Mr.  Predoa  -  -  -  183 

Cayenne,  in  French  Guianr,  bill    regulating 

commercial  tntfrconce  ,  with         •    113,114 
Chaplain  10  the  Senate,  election  of  Rev.  Oeo. 

Q.  Cookman        -  -  •  -     16 

Charier  of  the    City    of  Washington.    (See 

Washington.) 
Cherokee  warriors,  bill  to  provide  fbr  the  a'- 
lowance  of  invalid  pensions  to  ceitain,  46,  46 

197,  199 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  bill  to  tran-vfer 
the  stock  in  the  name  of  the  United  States 
to  the  State  of  Maryland       15,  100,  147,  153 
Choate  Rufus,  cf  Massachusetts         -  .217 

Choctaw  Indians,  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the 
adjuiiment  of  claims  to  reservations  un- 
der the  treaty  with         -  -    13,15,307 
Census,  bill  lo  extend  the  time  for  taking  the 

sixth       -  -  •  •  40, 68 

Claims  against  the  United  States,  (See  Board 

of  Commissioners.) 

Claims,  Committee  of  -  -  -     13 

Rraolutioos  of  instruction  to       -  -    35 

Bills  and  resoluiions  reported  from,  18.  40  46 

48,  53,  65,    82,*  102,    117,    J30,  137 

180,  304,  217 

Reports  from,    40,  65,  82,  87,  89,  146,  180 

Clay,  Clement  C.  of  Alabama,  1,  12,  15,  18.    19 

25,  29.  40.  44,  4S,  48,  53.  59,  60,  77,  89 

95,  100.  103. 104.  105,  107, 112,  114,  116 

119,    124,    129,   133.   134,  138,  139,  152 

153,    154,    156,   157,    164,  175,  180,  183 

186,    191,    197,    199,   202,  204,  208,  213 

230.  326,  337 

resolutions  submitted  by,  19,25,  44,  60,  153 

remarks  on  bill  to  revive  and  continne  the 

charter  of  Wsshington  -  45,  46,  60,  99 
remarks  on  bill  to  tax  bank  notes  •  57,  58 
remarks  on  bill  for  benefit  of  Selma  and 

Tennesiee  Railroad  Company  -  -    60 

remarks  00  bill  to  establish  a  permanent 

prospective  pre-emptive  system  -  116 

remarks  on  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  sys- 

tim  of  bankruptcy  •  144,  153,  154,  157 
remarks  on  Tenncasee  land  bill  -  •  183 

remarks  on  bill  to  reorganize  judicial  cir- 
cuits of  the  United  Slates         •  -  313 
remarks  on  resolution  to  go  into  the  elec- 
tion of  printer  -            -            .  .  196 
remarks  on  resolntion  to  dismiss  Blair 
and  Rives  as  Printers  -           .  .  337 
Clay,  Henry  of^entacky,  I,  14,  19,  77,  83,  94 
105,    107,    117,    124,  129,  131,  135,  147 
163,    199,    195,    197,  199,  2)8,  324,  331 
336,  337,  343,  248,  256 
lesolntions  sabmittt'd  by      -        14,  105,  107 
remarks  on  resolution  to  repeal  Independ- 
ent Treasury    -           -           -  -    19 
remarks  on  bill  compensating  New  Hamp- 
shire for  services  of  her  militia     -     83,  99 
remarks  on  bill  to  establish  a  luiform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy       •           •  -144 
remarks  on  our   telations  with  Qreat 

BriUin  ....  ai8 

remarks  on  retolution  to  go  into  dcetion 

of  Printer        -  -  -      193,  193 

remarks  on  farewell  address  of  Viee  Pre- 
sident Johnson  ...  334 
remarks  on  resolntion  to  dismiss  Blair 
and  Rives  as  Printers  to  the  Senate,  236 
337,  343,  348,  865 
Clayton,  Thomas,  of  Delaware,  1,  77,  103,  104 
113,  135,  147,  188,  212,  332,  836,  838 
remarks  on  resolution  to  dismiss  Blair  and 
Rivea  as  Printers  to  the  Senate  .    836,  838 
Oommeroe,  Committee  on     •  -  -IS 


bills  and  re.<«lutionR  from,  18,  40,  46,  48,  53 
65,  83,  103,  117,  130,  137.  180,304.  317 
reports  from,   40,    65,  83,  87,  89,  146,  180 
Commercial  reciprocity,  memollKl  on.tbe  snb- 

jeet  of-  •  -  -  -     59 

remarks  of  Mr.  Buchanan  •  59,  00 

Mr.  Calhoun  -  •  .59 

Mr.  Davis  -  -  -     59 

Mr.  King  -     60 

Mr.  Enigbt  .  .  -     59 

Mr.  Webster  -  •  -     59 

Committees  of  the  Senate,  appointment  of      -     13 

Coatingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate,  Committee 

on       -  -  -  •  -     19 

reports  from       -  •  -       119,333 

Copy  right,  bill  to  Mcnre  to  authors  of  drama- 

tic  works  their  interest  therein     -  -  139 

Connterfeiting,  bill  lo  prevent  the  counter- 
feiting any  foreign  copper,  gold,  silver,  or 
other  coin,  and  to  prevent  the  bringing 
into  the  United  Stales  or  uttering  any 
cnanterfeit  foreign  copper,  gold,  silver,  or 
other  coin  -  •  -   35,  48,  54 

Crimes  agaiosi  the  Uniied  Slates,  bill  for  the 

punishment  of    -  -  25,  54,  85,  90,  94 

Crittenden,  John  J.  of  Kentucky,  1.  30,  40,  50 
53,  54,  60,  65,  83,  90,  91.  94,  103,  103 
113,  114,  115,  116,  117,  137.  138.  140 
153,  153,  199 
remarks  on  bill  making  compensation  to 
New  Hampshire  for  services  of  her 
militia  -  -  -  -    83 

remarks  on  bill  for  establishing  a  perma- 
nent pre-emption  system  -  -    96 
his  amendment  thereto                 -  •  13T 
'    remarks  on  the  bill  for  establishing  a  uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy      •           -  143 
Cumberland  road,  bill  to  provide  for  the  eon- 
tinnation  of  the,  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  Illinois          -           -.-^      •  908 
Currituck  inlet,  bill  to  abolish  port  of  deltvenr 

at  -  -  -  -      115,  IIT 

Cndtbert,  Alfred,  of  Georgia,  180,  199,  318,  386 
Coiutitution  of  the  United  States,  joint  resolu- 
tion proposing  to  amend  so  as  to  limit 
the  President  of  the  United  State*  to 
one  term         -  -  -  -95 

joint  resolution,  proposing  to  amend,  to 
as  to  limit  the  term  of  office  of  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  and  inferior 
courts  of  the  Uniud  States      -         18,  41 


Davis,  John,  of  Massachusetts,  1,  16,  18,  30,  59 
resolntion  submitted  by  •  -  -16 

remarks  on  commercial  reciprocity         -    59 
Debt,  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  abelish 

imprisonment  for,        13, 15,  40,  41, 46, 97 

remarks  of  Mr.  King      -  -  -41 

Mr.  Norvell    -  -  -  -    41 

Mr.  Wall        -  -  -  -    41 

Delaware,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the 

State  of  -  -  -  135, 188, 313 

Deposite  banks,  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  extend  further  indul- 
gence to  ceitain  of  the     -  -  -    97 
Despatch,  British  brig,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

owners  of  the      -  -  -  -  160 

Detroit,  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  to  provide 
for  the  adjnstihent  of  titles  to  land  in  the 
town  of,  and  Territory  of  Michigan,  13,  IS,  95 
District  of  Columbia,  Committee  on  -  -13 

bills  reported  from      -        30,  40,  71,  115 
lunatics  in,  bill  making  temporary  provi- 

Tisionfor        -  -  90,113,114 

peniteniiaiT  of  the,  annufti  report  of  the 

board  of  inspectors  of  -  •  199 

letters  testamentary  to  alien^  &e.  in,  bill 

granting  -  -       <6>  71, 160, 165 

evidence  in,  bill  to  provide  for  taldng,  64, 117 
(See  Washington,  Oeoigetown,  Alexandria.) 
Dixon,  Nathan  F.  of  Rhode  Island,  1,  44,  109 

119,  191 
remarks  on  the  resolntion  to  go  into  the 
election  of  Printer       -  -  -  191 

Drawback  on  foreign  merehaadiae  exported  in 
!        the  oriainal  packages  to  C!hilniaha  and 

Santa  Fe  in  Mexioo        -        U,  40,  60^  68 
AigrosMdBUla,  CofflmitteaoB  •  'IS 
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Bqnitable  couimiBsions,  bill  lo  authorize  the 
pa;  meat  of,  to  the  igents  or  attorneys  of 
persons  in  whose  favor  awards  have  been 
BUde  QD'ier  three  several  treaties  between 
the  United  States  and  ceriain  foreign  pow- 
ers, which  awards  have  been  retted  in 
the  Treasury  in  payment  of  debts  dee  to 
the  United  States  -         48,  87,  181, 183 

Rvana,  George,  of  Maine      -  181,333 

Pinanee,  Oommittee  on        -  -    13 

ResolnttoB  of  instntetion  to        -  -  105 

Bills  reported  from,  35,  40,  87,  89,  135.  160 

176.916 

BeportBfrom.    .  .  -    53,89,300 

Finaaees,  annaal  report  on   -  -  -      6 

•f  the  toantry,  reference  of  that  part  of 

President's  nxsMge  which  treats  of    36 

remarks  of  Mr.  Webster  -  -36 

Mr.  Wright  -  -  33,30 

norida,  memorial  of  people  of,  for  admission 

into  the  Union  ...  137 

memorial  of  people   of,    remonstrating 
against  oedine  any  portion  of  the  Ter- 
ritory to  the  Seminoles  -  -  180 
bills  for  the  relief  of  Qad  Humphreys  and 
others             •           -           -     40, 87, 90 
Foreign  Relations,  Committee  on       -  -    IS 
Resolntioas  of  insiraction  to        •           60.91 
BiU  reported  from           -           •  -SIS 
Reports  from      -           -           -           -318 
FaltoD,  William  S.  of  Arkansas  1, 3.  13,  14,  15 
18,  19,  35.  30,  65,  96    103,   104.  113, 137 
135, 137,  139.  153, 175, 180,  181.303,  317 
£33,336,333 
resolDtion  rabmitted  by              •  -     3 

a. 

tJcoilgia,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of       •  113 
bill  making  compensation  for  sendees  of 
the  Militia  of  ...  336 

Georgetown,  D.  C.  memorial  of  iobabiiants 
of,  to  amend  the  charter  so  as  to  extend 
the  elective  franchise  -  •    46 

naemorial  of  iohabitanis  of,  in  favor  of 
the  re-charter  of  the  Farmers  and  Me- 
chanics Bank  of  •  •  -    46 
Graham,  William  A.  of  North  Caroliona    13,  59 
83,  94,  97,  130,  135,  156, 180,  307 
Great  Britain,  relaticmg  with               •  -  317 
remarks  of  Mr.  Buchanan          -           -  318 
■  Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky            •  -  318 

H. 
Half  pay  and  pensions  to  certain  widows,  HII 

to  extend  tlie  act  granting  -      197,  336 

Haibot*  on  the  Lakes,  bill  for  the  improve- 
ment of  cerlaiQ    -  -  -  30, 40 
Harrison,  William  Henry,  election  of  as  Pre- 
sident of  the  Uniied  States       •  -160 
his  loaagnral  Address     •            •            -  333 
Hemp,  American  water  rotted           107,  180,  183 
Hiendetson,  John,  of  MissKsippi   1,  19,44,48  59 
68,85, 104, 107, 113.114, 117, 153,  156,463 
199,  307, 316,  319, 332,  336 
remar&s  on  bill  to  eMablisb  a  uniform  »;!>• 

tern  of  baokruptcy       ...  156 
remarks  on  resolution  to  go  into  the  elec- 
tion of  printer  ...  190 
remarks  on  resoluiion  to  dismiss  Blair  and 
Rives  as  Printers  of  the  Senate  -  345 
Horses  and  other  property  lost  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  bill  makine 
compensation  for             -           -      175, 197 
Howard  InbtUaiion  uf  the  city  of  Washington, 

bill  )o  incorporate         -  -  85, 87 

remarks  of  Mr.  Hubbard  -  -    85 

Mr.  Merrick  -  -  -    85 

Mr.  Sevier  •  -  -  85, 86 

Mr.  Tappan  -  .  -    85 

Mr.  Walker  -  -    85 

Bmbhard,  Hrnry,  of  New  Hampahire,  1,  6,  15,  18 

19,  29.  40,  44.  45,  48,  49.  59.  65,  77,  83 

83,  85  87,  88.89,  90,  96,  97,  103. 103.  117 

136, 130.  135,  137,  138,  143,  146,  147, 153 

153, 156, 159, 163,  180,  186.  188.  197.  204 

307,  308,  316,  317.  330,  322,  333 

le  olaiions  olfned  by  18,  35, 117,  180 

lamarks  on  the  charter  of   the  city  of 

Washutfton,  -  •  -    45 


Hubbard,  Henry 

remaiks  on  the  b  II  to  establish  a  nniform 
system  of  Bankruptcy  143,  144, 153 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  e^tabltsb  a  Board 
of  Commi:>sioners  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine claims  against  the  United  States 

68,  69 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  coinpensa- 
tion  for  the  eerviees  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Militia    •  -  -  -    83 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Howard  Institution  of  the  city  of 
Washington    -  -  .  .85 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  go  into  the 

election  of  Printer         -        186,  188,  190 

Huntington.  Jabez  W.  1.  57,   69,  71,  87,  88,  97 

100,  103,  107, 113,  114,  139  ,140,  143,  147 

175,  314,  336 

remarks  on  bill  to  lax  bank  Botes  •         -    57 

remarks  on  bill  to  establish  a  nniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  -  .  .  143 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  go  into  the 
election  of  printer       ...  186 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  dismiss 
Blair  and  Rives  as  printers     -       ''  •  343 

Illinois,  resolutions  and  memorials  of  the  Le- 
gislature of     ...        113,156 
Imprisonment  for  debt,  bill  supplementary  to 

an  act  to  abolish    -      18,15,40,41,46,97 

remarks  of  Mr.  King      -  -  .        .41 

Mr  N  >rveU     .  -  -    41 

Mr.  Wall  -  -  -    41 

Independent  Treasury.  (See  Treasury.) 

Indian  Affairs,  Committee  on-  -  -    13 

resolution  of  instruction  te  -  -    60 

bilb  reported  from     -    40,  48, 53,  54,  59,  65 

115,213 
reports  from  -  -  .  .77, 137 

Indiana,  resolutions  and  memorials  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  -  81,  119,  139,  130. 181. 199 
bill  to  rrgalate  land  offices  in  •  14,  18, 103 
bill  to  confirm,  to  the  Slate  of.  the  land 
selected  by  her  for  that  portion  of 
the  Wabask  and  Erie  canal  which 
lies  between  the  mouth  of  the  Tippeca- 
noe river  and  T^rre  Haute,  and  for 
other  purposes       -  .    69,72,77.81 

remarks  of  Mr.  Tappan         -  •    69,  73 

remarks  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Indiana      -   70,  73 
laietference    in    eleotions   by  Federal  office 

holders,  bill  to  prevent  •  .  199 

lows,  memorials  from  Legislature  of  -   59, 77, 89 
bill  authorizing  the  Legislative  Council  to 
exiend  thitjnri°d!ction  of  justices  of  the 
peace       -  -  -  -83, 199 

bill  granting  to  tBe  county  of  Johnson  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of 
land         •  -  -  -  198,  199 

bill  granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 

set'lers  upon  the  Daboqoe  claim        -  907 
bill  to  aid  the  Territory  in  completing  the 
penitentiary     ....  139 

Jesup,  Major  General,  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Military  Affairs  on  the  memorial  of-  935 
Johnson,  Richard  M.  Vice  Piisidrnt  of  the 

U.  9.  and  President  of  the  Senate      -    24 
Addfissoo  taking  leave  of  the  Senate    -  324 
remarks  of  Mr.  Maagnm  •  134 

Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky         -  -334 

Judges  of  the  supreme  and  inferior  courts  of 
the  United  Siaies,  proposition  to  limit 
ihe  tenure  of  office         •  -  18, 41 

Judicial  circuits  of  the  Uni'ed  Sia'es,  bill  to 

reorganize      -  •     313,314,315,316 

remarks  r  f  Mr.  Benton  -  •       914,  315 

Mr.  Bnohhoan  ...  315 

Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama,  •       313, 314 

Mr.  Clayton  •  .314 

Mr.  Qrabam  •   *       -  -314 

Mr.  Haniingtrn         ...  215 
Mr.  King    '   .  -  -  .314 

Mr.  Mangam  ...  314 

Mr.  Rives      -  -  -  .915 

Mr.  R<4ane  -  -       313,314 

Mr.  Sevier     -  -  -  -  214 

Mr.  Smith  of  Indiana  -    ■        -313 

H  Mr.  Walker  •  .  -915 


Judicial  system  of  the  United  States,  bill  to 

amend  -  -  71.  lOS 

bill  fu,-thersoppIemeatary  to      -       156,913 

Judiciary,  committee  on        -  •  -    19 

re.<!oloiions  of  insiroc'ion  to,  16,  95,  60, 117 

bills  leportel  from,  40,  53,  65,  85.   104, 105 

197, 139, 181 
reports  from      ...         77,197 


Kentucky,  resolutions  of  Lefislatnre  of        -  194 
Ker,  John  Leeds  of  Maryland  -         97, 194 

remarks  of  on  resolution  to  go  into  the 
elec'ion  of  printer     •  .     '      .  194 

King,  William  R.  of  Alabama,  1,  95.  30,  40,  41 
43,  53,  71,  77,  89,  87.  88,  100,  109,  103 
107,  113,  114, 115, 119. 134.  131. 135. 140 
147,  160,  164,  165,  175,  181,  199,  203,  907 
208, 218,  333,  331,  345,  347,  348, 357 
remarks  on  bill  to  lax  bank  notes,  57,  59 

remarks  on  bill  to  cause  monnments  to  be 
erected  to  the  memory  of  Generals 
Nash  and  Davidson    -  -  -307 

remarks  on  appropriations  for  harbors    -  308 
remarks  un  bill  to  reorganize  jndicial  cir- 

caits  of  the  United  Slates        •  •  914 

elected  President  pro  Un.  of  the  Senate, 

and  remarks  00  taking  the  chair         •  995 

chosen  President  fro  ttm.  of  the  Senate  -  331 

thanksoftheSenate  voted  to       -  -336 

remarks  on  resolution  to  dismiss  Blair 

and  Rives  as  Printers  10  the  Senate,  345 

347, 348,  357 

Kuigbt.  Nehemiah  R.  of  Rhode  Island,  1,  39,  59 

71, 107, 119, 119,  133, 140,  146,  159,  165 

908,316,999,993 

remarks  on  commercial  reciprocity         -    59 

Lakes — (see  "harbors) 

Lakes  an4  lake  coasu,  bill  anthorizing  sur- 
veys of  -  -  ■  119,114 
Lands — {fee  Public  Lands) 
Land  Office,  communications  from  the  Com- 

mis.siot.er  of  the  General  -  -    89 

Leiahton,  Hannah,  bill  granting  a  pension  to,   49 
,  50,51,54 

remarks  by  Mr.  Buchanan  -    51 

Mr.  Calhoun  -  -  -  -    50 

Mr.  Crittenden  •  -  -    SO 

Mr.  King-       -  -  -  -    49 

Mr.  Pierce       -  -  -         49, 50 

Mr.  Webster  -  -  -  -    50 

Library,  Committee  on  .  .19 

bills  reported  from  .  .  .181 

reports  from        .  .  .  .77 

Library  of  Congress,  joint  resolution  to  pre- 
sent to  universities  and  incorporated 
colleges  copies  of  the  catalogue  of  -    87 

Light-houses  and  light -boats,  bill  to  authorize 
the  erection  of,  and  the  establishment  of 
ceraia  buoys  and  bpacon  lights,  13, 15,  71, 197 
Linn,  Lewi!<   F.  of  Mi&soori,     1.  13,  95   30,  40 
44   46,  48,  59,  65,  69,  71,  77,  81,  69,  84 
85  87,  89.  90,  94.  97, 115,  119, 126, 199 
139,  146    159,    175,    176.    180^  181.  191 
197.  198,  302.  304,  307,317,330,  333,333 
resulntions  offered  by,  35,  83,  159,  180,  197 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establiriia  btJardojT 
commi'sioners  to  hear  and  determine 
claims  against  the  United  States  O 

remarks  on  joint  resolntion  for  settlement 

and  occupation  of  Oregon       89,  90,  100 

remarks  on  mineral  lands  of  the  United 

States  .  .  .  .119 

Lumpkin.  Wilson,  of  Georgia,    1,  9,  13,  IS,  48 

54.  59,  65,    103,  119,  114,  136,  140,  999 

resolution  stibmiited  by    .  .  .9 

remarks  on  prospective  pre-emption  bill,  197 

M. 

McRoberts,8amnel,  of  Illinois  .  .339 

Maine,  resolutions  of  Legislature  of  .  .  185 

bill  making  compensation  for  services  of 

her  nnilitia,  -        18,  65,  77,  83,  99« 

and  New  Hampshire,  making  further  pre- 
vision for  running  the  boundary  line 
bftween  the  British  provinces  and        -909 
Mangam,  Willie  P.  of  North  Carolina,  1,  19,  44 
59,  69,  77,  89.  90,  95,   100,  126  134,  186 
191, 193,  197, 314,  334,  »)6,  331,339 
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Min!(nm,  Willie  P. 

resolaiion  ftabmiltrd  by    .  .  .  336 

remariis  on  ibe  retolotion  to  go  into  elec- 
tion of  Printer  .  .       191,  192 
remarks  on  ibe  bill  to  reorganixe  the  jndi- 

ctal  cirenits  of  the  United  Stales  .  SU 

remariis  on  the  resolntion  loi  the  distnia- 
sal  of  Blair  and  Rires  as  Printers  to  the 
Senate  .  .  .      338,  350 

UaonfactDret,  Committee  on  .  .12 

Massacbaseits,  resolations  of  Legislattire  of  .  204 
Merri«k,  William  O.  of  Maryland,  1,  11, 13, 14 
15,  19,  25,  30,  44,  48,  60,   71,  85,  f  9,  97 
100,  103,  104,  112,  113,  114,  115,  136, 127 
142,  147, 160,  175, 198,  202,  204,  236 
resolations  submitted  by  .  .  11,  35,  117 

remarks  on  bill  lo  revive  and  eonlinae  in 

force  tbe  charier  of  Washington  .    45 

remarks  on  bill  to  incorporate  Ibe  How- 
ard Instiiation  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton      .  .  .  .  .45 
remarks  on  bill  loes'ablish  a  nniform  sys- 
tem of  bankrnpicy       .  .  144 
remarks  on  resolntion  to  go  into  the  elec- 
tion of  Printer                          .  ,  193 
remariis  on  announcing  the  death  of  Hon. 
Johns.  Spence            .           .  .11 
Michigan,  resolations  of  the  Legislatnre  of,  135 

137,  175 

bill  to  create  an  additional  land  office  in,    12 

15, 18,  41,  71,  72 

remarks  of  Mr.  Norvell  .  .    71 

Mr.  Porter   .  .  .71 

bill  for  ihe  relief  of  certain  companies  of 

militia  of  .  .  35,  65 

bill  giaoting  to  said  Slate  a  qaantity  of 
land  to  aid   in  consstruciing   a  caoal 
aronod  the  Falls  of  Sre  Marie,  13, 15. 18, 4 1 
Military  Acadrmy  bill  fcr  the  enppirt  of  for 

the  year  1841      .  .  .  .236 

Military  Affairs,  Committee  on  .  .13 

resolations  of  instraciion  to,    16, 83,  134, 153 
bUls  from  .  65, 71, 119, 156,  180 

reports  from       .  -  183, 333, 235 

Military  boanty  land  trarranis,  bill  to  satisly 

oQlstanding      .  .       107, 1|3 

Virginia,  bill  to  extend  time  of  locating,    133 

302 
Militia,  Committee  on  .  .12 

Militia  of  the  United  States,  report  of  tbe  Ad- 

jaiant  Oeneral  on  .  .  .  134 

Miller,  Jacob  W.  of  New  Jersey  .  232 

Mineral  lands  of  the  United  States,  report  of 

Agent  of  United  Stales  lead  minef      .  1 10 
remarks  of  Mr.  Walker  .  .  .119 

Mr.  Linn         .  .  .  .119 

Mississippi,  bill  to  relinquish  to  her  the  3  per 

cent,  fond        .  ,       65,83,113,115 

bill  to  confirm  the  sarrey  and  location  of  ' 
claims  for  lands  in  the  Siate  of,  east  of 
Prarl  river  and  sonth  of  the  31st  defcree 
of  north  laiitade  19,  65,  105, 107 

river,  map  of  tbe  country  west  of  .  180 

Miasonri,  communication  from  Goveiiior  or, 
transmitting  copy  of  a  law  ior  settle- 
ment of  the  boaodary  with  Iowa         .    81 
bill  to  continue  in  force  Uie  act  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  land  claims  in,      13,  30 

46,  88,  90 
volnnteers,  bill  forthe  relief  of,  13,25,  70, 156 
bill  to  crrate  new  land  district  in,     30,  44,  65 

308  316 
Mobile,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  corporate  an-' 

thorities  of       .  .  85,  30.  65,  66 

bill  malting  additional  appropriations  for 

eompleiing  the  improrements  in    the 

harbor .  .  ,  .  .53 

Moorehead,  Jamrs  T.  of  Kenineky    .  .  333 

Mouton,  Alexander,  of  Louisiana,    34,  30,  53,  54 

85, 104, 107, 133,  135, 143, 153,  186,  331 

N. 

Naval  Affair;,  committee  on  .  .  .12 

resolution  of  instruction  to  .  .  146 

bills  reported  from  .         40,  71,87  115 

reports  from        .  .       53,71,1151203 

Navy  Department,  comraonieations  from  14,  77 

81, 117, 133,  181,  317 

iMolotioBS  of  inatmetion  to       .  77, 119, 146 


Navy  PeBsion:,bill  making  new  provisions  r(- 
speciiDg,and  making  fuilher  provisions 
in  relaiiun  to  navy  pensioners,  40,  49, 197 

336 

remarks  of  Mr.  Calhonn  .    49 

Mr.  Williams  .  .  .  .49 

Mr.  Wright     .  .  .49 

Navy  Pursers  in,  bill  establishing  tbe  pay  and 

emolaments  of  .    18,  35,  49 

remarks  of  Mr.  Buchanan  .49 

Mr.  Hubbard  .  .49 

Mr.  Williams  .  •  .49 

New  Hampshire  resolution  of  Legislature  of,  304 
bill    making    compensation    to,  for  ser- 
vices of  her  militia      .     19,  71,  77, 83, 118 
remarks  of  Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky  .    83 

Mr.  Crittenden  .  .  .83 

Mr.  Hnbbard  .  .  .  .83 

Mr.  Pierce  .  -  .83 

NieholaF,  Robert  of  Louisiana,  39, 48, 59,  65, 71 
77,  85,  87,  119, 160, 175, 180,  181,  183 
resolations  offered  by       .  .  .  182 

Nicholas,  A.  0.  P.  of  Tennessee  94,  183 

remarks  on  the  Tennessee  land  bill  .  183 

Northeastern  boundary,  resolutions  on         91,  93 
remarks  of  Mr.  Allen     .  .  .92 

Mr.  Buchanan  .  .91 

Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky  .    98 

Mr.  Criitendeb  .  .  .91 

Mr.  Preston     .  .  .91 

Mr.  Walker  .  .     .  91, 93 

Mr.  Webster    .  .  .91 

Ncrvell,  John,  of  Micbiican  -  1, 13,  14.  15, 18,  30 
41,  46,  59,  77,  82,  95,  100,  103, 104, 112 
119, 124,  129. 130,  135.  144,  146.  151,  156 
164, 165, 180,  182,  186,  194,  197,  217, 223 

335.336 
resolutions  submitted  by  -  60.  82.  119,  180 
remarks  on  the  bill  10  continue  ibe  charter 

ol  ibe  city  of  Waohingion      .      45,  46,  53 
remarks  on  tbe  bill  (o  establish  an  addi- 
tional land  office  Miehifian      .  .  71 
remarks  on  the  bill  10  establish  a  uniform 

sysipm  of  bankruptcy  .  ,         .  .  144 

remarks  on  the  memorial  in  bebalf  of 
American  citizens  captured  in  Canada 
while  assisting  the  Fatiiois      .  .  183 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  go  intothe 
election  of  Printer  .  .  193, 194 

O. 
Oregon  Territory,  joint  rrsolaQonfor  theoeen- 

paiion  and  settlement  of    .    71,89,90,100 
P. 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office,  Committee  on  .    13 
bills  reported  from    .  .  48,  89,  336 

reports  from ....         335 
Patent  Office,    report  of    the  Commissioner, 
showing  the  operations  of,  for  the  past 
year         ....  139,313 
bill  making  a  small  appropriation.for    81,  85 

90,  113 

Pennsylvania,  resolutions  of  the  Legislainre  135 

remarks  of  Mr.  Sinrgeon  on  preseoting  .  135 

Pensions,  Committee  on  .  .  .19 

resolutions  of  insiraetion  to  .  18,  83, 117,  129 

139.  156 
bills  reported  from  .  30.  87,96,  100,  113, 180 
reports  from  .  71,  87,  96,  100, 115, 160 

Permanent  Prospective  Pre-empiion  law,  bill 

to  rstablish  .  13,  14,  40,  60,  77,  83.  86,  88 
90.  96,  97, 100,  103,  105,  107,  113,  114 
115,  117,  124,  136,  137,  129,  131,  133,  135 

137,  138 
remarks  of  Mr.  Benton  - 14, 30,91, 95, 96, 115 
Mr.  Calhoun ' .  .  .96 

Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama  113, 115 

Mr.  Critienden  .    90,  91, 95,  96, 115 

Mr.  Lirn        ...  91, 95 

Mr.  Lumpkin  .  .  .    126 

Mr.  Criitenden':;  amendment      .  .   137 

Mr.  Toung'ii  (Mr.  CalhoaB'.s)    .  .  137 

Yeas  and  nays  00  propositions  ccnnee'ed 
therewith       -  .    112,  144,  116,  138 

Pbelps,  Samuel  S.  of  Vermont,    24,  48,  54  59,  65 
84,  96,97,  99,  133, 147,  197,  317,  318,  819 
remarks  on  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  citizens 
of  Jlrkansas,  who  lost  their  improve- 
ment in  eonseqaenee  of  tbe  Choctaw 
treaty  .  .54 


Pierce,  Franklin,  of  New  Hampshire,  1, 16, 18,  30 
39,  46  49,  50,  65  71,  77,  84,  96   97, 100 
105, 112, 115, 129, 133  138,  153   156,  160 
165, 176,  304,  335,  331 
resolutions  anbmitted  by  .  .  .  139 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  lax  bank  notes     .    57 
Porter,  AuguEtnsS.  ef  Hiliehigao,  1, 13,  15,  39,  41 
59,  77,  83,88.89,94,  113,  115,  137,  1S9 
137,  138,  152, 164,  175,223,336 
resolations  offered  by        .  .  .82 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  an  addi- 
tional land  office  in  Michigan  .  .    71 
Post  Office  and  Post  Road;,  Committee  on     . 
resolations  of  instruction  lo,  44, 1SS9, 139,197 
bills  from           .        59,  65,  71,  139, 181,  316 
reports  from      .           .           ,    65,113,893 
Prentiss,  Samuel,  of  Vermont,      1, 13, 15, 85,  30 
39,  46,  48,  53,  77,  83  87,  88,  90, 100,  118 
113, 115, 140, 165,  180,  191,  199,  S08, 339 

336 
resolations  anbmittcd.by  .  .  160 

remarks  on  tbe   resolution  to  go  into  tbe 

election  of  Printer       .  .  .191 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  dismiss  Blair 
and  Rives  as  Printers  to  tbe  Senate      .  937 
President  of  the  United  Stater,  annual  mes- 
sage of  ....      3 
resolations  calling  upon  him  for  informa- 
tion .16,46 
communications  from,     84,  87, 96,  113,  lSt9 
133, 139,  156, 165, 886 
joint  reflations  limitmg  ttie  eligibility  of 

to  one  term  .  .  .85 

William  Henry  Harijon  elected  .  .160 

Inaugural  address  of    . 

Preston  William  C.  of  South  Carolina,  14,  IB,  30 

40, 41,  45,  59,  88.  90,  91.  97, 131,  189,  133 

137,  140,  144, 152.  156, 159.  160.  165, 175 

176,  181,  183,  193,  199,  313,  318.  330,  333 

333,326,349,356,857 

resolations  submited  by    .  139, 137,  213 

remarks  on  the  bill  10  continoe  in  force 

the  cbarter  of  Washington        .  .    45 

remarks  on  the  bill  10  establish  a  nniform 

system  of  bankiupicy   .  .       •     .  144 

remarks  on  the  national  defences  .  175 

remarks  on   the  memorial  in  behalf  of 
American    citizens     taken    prisoners 
while  assisting  Canadian  Patriots         .  163 
remarks  on  the   resolntion  to  go  into  the 

election  of  Printer  .  193 

remarks  on  the  resolntion  to  dismiss  Blair 
and  Rives  as  Printers  to  tbe  Senate,      949 

856,  257 
Printer  to  the  Senate,  resolution  to  go  into  the 

election  of       .  180,  186,  188 

remarks  of  Mr.  Anderson  .  194 

Mr.  Benton  .194 

Mr.  Buchanan .  .194 

Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama  .  .191 

Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky  193,  193 

Mr.  Dison  .  .191 

Mr.  Henderson  .  .190 

Mr.  Hnbbard    .  .  .      186,  183 

Mr.  Huntington  .  .       186,  190 

Mr.  Ker  .  .193 

Mr.  Linn  .191 

Mr.  Maognm  .  .      191,  198 

Mr.  Merrick    .  .  .193 

Mr.  Norrelf     .  193,  194 

Mr.  Ptes'on     ....  193 

Mr.  Sevier       .  190,  191.  193 

yeas  and  nays  on  adopting  .  .  195 

Blair  and  Biv«s  elected  .  .  197 

resolution  to  dismiss     .  .836,  etseq. 

remarks  of  Mr.  Allen  .      236,  337 

Mr.  Bayard  .  340,  341 

Mr.  Benton  .  . '    238,  241 

Mr.  Berrien  .  .  355 

Mr.  Buchanan  238,  341,  343 

Mr.  Calhoun        .  .      338,  346 

Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama       .  .  337 

Mr.  Clay  of  Kenineky,  336,  337,  243 

248,  356 

336,  338 

,  345 

Mr.  Handogton    .  '  .  343 

Mr.  King .  .  945, 347,  348,  357 


Mr.  Clayton  (^^/^/^( 
tMr.HendersJh^VV^; 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


BcsMiks  OB  ratolatioB  lo  ditmiss  Blair  ft  Rires  by 

Mr.  Mangan  988,  950 

Mr.  PrentiH  .937 

Mr.  PPMtoa  .      949,  35S 

Mr.  SevMT  .  950 

Mr.  Smith  of  ConiMeiient,      945,  948 

Mr.  Walker  .      843,  955 

Mr.  Woodbory     .  .  S50 

Mr.  Wright  .     ,    936,  937,  949 

Mr.  YooDg  .938 

yc««  and  nays  on  taking  np  .  .938 

yeaa  and  nay*  OB  adopting    .  .  956 

lanerfrom       ....  956 

PiiTMe  Land  Claims,  Committee  on  .  .    19 

leaolntioii  of  iostmetion  (o  .  180 

bOls  ttoa  46,  59,  65,  77,  89,  85 

report*  from  .89 

Pnblie  BiuUings,  Committee  on         .  .19 

hill  from  .....  909 

Pnbbe  Lands,  Committee  on  .  .19 

reaolotioM  of  instraction  to,  30,  159,  189,  913 

Ulb  reported  from,  18,  46,  65,  89,  89,  109 

104,    119,    137,   139,    166,  164,  180,  181 

909.  907,  908 

PaUie  Lands,  bill  profiding  for  the  gradn- 

atioB  and  rednetion  of  the  price  of.    13 

15,  40 
bai  to  dispose  of,  to  the  Sutes  in  whieh 
th^  lie  npm  esrtaitt  eonditiODs,  40,  46,  65 
L       proposition  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of 

the  sales  of  among  the  States    .  .  119 

hill  for  the  rdief  of  certain  lettlers  on, 
«ho  vers  deprived  of  the  beDcfiis 
of  the  aet  granting  pre-emption  rights,    46 

909 
Paiseis.    (SeeNaTy.)  -^'^ 

R 
Railtosd  Companies,  bill  for  the  lelief  of  cer- 
tain, therein  named,  .  95,  44,  89,  909 
Mil  to  anfhoriae  the  Mount  Carmel  and 
New  Albany  Railroad  Company  to  en- 
ter on  a  credit  a  quantity  of  land,  to  aid 
the  company  in  the  constrnctioo  of  a 
railroad  from  New  Albany,  in  the  State 
of  Indiana,  to  Mount  Carmel,  in  the 
State  of  Illineis,  and  for  other  pur- 
pcees     .  .        18,  95 

bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Selma  and  Ten- 
nessee   .  .       18,  60 
Red  Rirer.    (See  Arkansu-} 
Repeal.    (See  Trratury.) 
Resohitions  submitted  by — 

Mr.  Allen  .  .    93 

Mr.  Anderson     ...        63,  197 
Mr.  Bayard  .936 

Mr.  Benton    95,  60,  89,  97, 105, 194,  139 

909, 904,  333 
Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama 
Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky 
Mr.  Daris 


Mr.  Fulton 

Mr.  Hubbard 

Mr.  Linn 

Mr.  Lumpkin 

Mr.  Mangtim 

Mr.  Merrick 

Mr.NiebolM 

Mr.NoiveU 

Mr.  Phelps 

Mr.  Pierce 

Mr  Porter 

Mr.  Prrntiss 

Mr.  Preston 

Mr.  Rnggles 

Mr.  Smith  of  Indiana 

Mr.  Sto'geott       . 

Mr.  Tallmadge    . 

Mr.  Tappan 

Mr.  Walker 

Mr.  Wall 

Mr.  White 

Mr.  Wright        ...  3,  197 

Mr.  Young  .    16,30,89 

Rerenne  Cutten.    BUI  to  increase  the  pay  of 

certain  officers  of  .  .       40,  131 

Revolutionary  Claims,  Committee  on  .    19 

Mils  reported  firom,  48, 119, 137, 139, 160, 180 

181, 188 


19,  96.  44.  60,  153 

14,  105,  107 

.     16 

9,  30 

.      18,  95, 117, 180 

95,  89,  159, 180, 197 

.      9 

.  936 

.  11,95,117 

182 

60,89, 119,  180 

97,  197 

.  189 

.     89 

.  160 

199, 137, 313 

16  105 

9,  60 


.    65 

.  87,  96, 105 

48,  60,  77,  91, 146. 180,  913 

19,95,96,146 


ReTolntionary  Pensioners',  bill  making  appro- 
priation for  the  payment  of,  for  the  y^ar 
1841        ....       165,176 
Ri»es,  William  C.K)f  Virginia,  133,  199, 915 

Roads  and  Caoals,  Committee  on       .  .13 

bills  reported  from  .  .       104, 175 

Roane,  William  H.  of  Vireinia  19, 18.  95,  48.  77 
104,  160,  903,  313, 914 
rematks  on  the  bill  lo  riorganite  the  judi- 
cial cireniis  of  iba  United  Slates,  313,  314 
remarks  on  announcing  the  death  of  the 
Hon.  Philip  P.  Batbonr  .  908 

Robinson,  John  M.  of  Illinois,  1,  77, 96, 109,  113 

139  140  199  333 

Roggles,  JTehn,  of  Maine,  1,  16,  95,' 54,  71,  77,  90 

96,  100,  105,  113,  133, 137,  139,  159,  181 

919 
Senate,  report  of  the  Secretary  of       .  .99 

resolation  of  iostmetion  to  .  .40 

Sergeant-at-Arins,   resolution  to  defray  the 

funeral  expenses  of  the  late      .  .    97 

resolation  to  proceed  to  the  election  of,  105, 107 
Se?ier,  AmbroKe  H.  of  Arkantias,    1, 13, 18,  35 
89,  40,  53,  69,  71,  77,  85,  90,  94.  96,  97 
100.  104.  107.  108.   113.    115,   136,    137 
133,   144,   147,   159,   153.   163,  175,  176 
181,   190,   191,   199,   198.  907.  917,  319 
999,  993,  996,  931 
remarks  on  bill  for  the  reliel  of  eitisens  of 
Arkansas  who  lost  their,  improrements 
in  consequence  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Choctaws        .  .  .54 

remarks  on  bill  to  tax  bank  notes  .    57 

remarks  on  bill  to  establish  a  board  of 
commissioners  to  hear  iind  determine 
.  claims  against  the  United  States  .    69 

remarks  od  the  bill  to  establish  a  uniform 

system  of  bankruptcy  .  .       153,  158 

his  remarks  on  the  resolation  to  dismiss 
Blair  and  Rives  as  Frinlers  to  the  Se- 
nate    .....  950 
Simmons,  James  F.  of  Rhode  I.<land,      133,  339 
Smith,  Oliver  H.  of  Indiana,  1,  9,  14,  18,  95,  39 

70.  79,  77,  81,  100,  103.    105,    113.  126 
m,  139,  154,    175,    181,  913,   316.  318 

resolations  submitted  by  .  .3,  60 

remarks  on  the  bill  grantiiig  a  portion  of 
land  to  the  State  of  Indiana  for  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Wabuh  and  Erie  CaMl,  70, 79 
Smith,Perry,  nf  Connecticot,  39,  65.  77,  107, 114 
140,  154.  160,  180.181,325,336,245,348 
remarks  on  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  sys- 

iem  of  bankropiey  .154,160 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  dismiss  Blair 
aad  Rives  as  Printers  to  the  Senate,  345, 948 
Smithsonian  legacy,  bill  concerning  (he  dispo- 
sition of  the         .  .  .  .189 
Southard,  Samuil  L.  of  New  Jersey,    14,  45,  85 
101.  105,  163,  903,  3S0 
rectarks  on  the  bHl  te  revive  andoontinue 
in  force  the  charter  of  Washington       .    45 
South  Carolina,  report  and  resolutions  of  the 

Legislature  of,  on  Federal  relations       .    19 
Spence,  John  8.  of  Maryland,  aanuneiation  of 

hisdeath  .  .  .  .     11 

State  Department,  resolution  of  instroction  to,  197 
commanicaiions  from       .         14,  59, 65,  77 
Steam,  bill  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of 
the  lives  of  passengers  on  board  of 
vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
steam  .54 

bill  to  authorize  the  application  of,  to  har- 
bor defence      .  .  .  65,  71 
bill  to  aaihorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  procure  steam  vessels  for  the 
revenue  service               13,  15,  40,  60,  68 
Sturgeon,  Daniel,  of  Pennsylvania,  1,  95,  48,  53 

71.  81,  85.  89,  90,  94,  107,  119,  415,  199 
135,  139,  15),    160,  175,    188,  919,   995 

resolution  snbmiued  by    ■  .  .89 

remarks  on  preteniing  resolutions  of  the 
Legislatore  of  Peonsylvania  .  135 

Swartwout,  Samuel,  bill  auiberizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  enter  into  a  com- 
pi(jmise  with  the  sureties  of  113,115 


TUlmadge,  Nadianiel  P.  of  New  York^  19. 18,  95 


59,  66,  81,  94,  99.  114, 115, 126,  199,  130 
139,  138, 149,  181, 990, 998 
reeolQiions  submitted  by  .  .  .65 

Tappaa,  ienjamin,  ofObio.l,  16,  39,  60,  78,  85 
87,  90,  96,  97. 107, 119, 114. 194, 198,  131 
133,  137, 139, 159, 160, 180. 181, 189 
resolutions  submitted  by  .   87,  96^  105 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Howard  Institution  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington .  .  .86 
remarks  on  bill  to  eonflrm  lo  Indians  the 
land  selected  by  her  for  the  eompletion 
of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal,  69, 79 
letter  to  Blair  and  Rives  respecting  the 

mistakes  of  the  Reporters  .    79 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  perma- 
nent prospective  pre-emption  system    .  131 
Tariff,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Alaba- 
ma adverse  to  .  .  .99 
report  from  the  Secfttary  of  the  Trearary 
in  relation  to  the  revision  of    .  .  109 
Tennessee,  bill  to  authorize  the  Legislature  of, 
to  dispose  of  lands  heretofore  granted 
for  the  use  of  schools    .                     65,97 
bill  to  authorize  the  State  of,  to  issue 
grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
therein   described,   and    to  settle  the 
claims  to  the  vacant  and  nnappropriatsd 
lands  within  the  same,  passed  tbe  18th 
day  of  April,  1806,  18, 95,  40,  60,  68, 176 
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remarks  on  the  bill  esiablubing  ibe  pay 

and  emolnmeols  of  parsers  in  tbe  nary    49 
remarks  on  tbe  bill  making  new  prorisioris 

re^peoiing  navy  pensions  .  .    49 

rematks  on  presenting  resolations  of  his 
L-'gisJaiure      .  .  •  .197 

Wiskoiuan,  memorials   of    the    Legislative 

ConncU  of  .  .  .       146,  175 

Woodbridge,  William,  of  Michigan  .  .  233 
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tbe  ...  .  13,79 
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of  the  army  for  ibe  ye«r  1841,         86.  216 

217,  227 
bill   making  appropriation  for  the  civil 
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Kickapon  Indians,  .  .    92T,  998 
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hill  makiog  approprtatioaa  to  imptore  the 
Red  river,  and  for  oihT  parpcNMs      79,168 
Army  of  the  Unitid  Stales,  bill  to  aathoriw 
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17, 98,  104,  113, 139,  303,  338 
Attorney  Generals'  opiniou  on  ttie  construe- 
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73, 103,  103 
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Banks  of  the  the  District  of  Colnmbia,  bill  to 
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99,  75.  12e,  133,  150,  1 68,  913, 995 

Beirae,  Andrew,  of  Virginia,  1,   13,  77,  78,  163 
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41,  49,  43,  44,  53,  76,  78,  81,  88,  98,   101, 
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President  to  eostmanioate,  and  (he  cor- 
respoodeaee  with  the  British  Govern- 
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81,  89, 168 

Choctaw  treaty,  bill  to  revive  the  acts  of  1837, 
1838,  for  appointiag  commissioners  to 
adjost  certain  claims  under  the  14ih  arti- 
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mittee on  certain  charges  against .  .  997 

Connor,  Henry  W.  of  N.  C  116,  181,996 

Contested  election  between  Messrs.  Ii^rsoll 
and  Najrlor,  47,  76,  83,  84,  87,  88, 95,  96  97 

101,  103 

Contested  elections,  bill  regalating  the  taking 
of  •e.^timony  in  cases  of  .  .  .86 

Cooper,  Mark  A.  of  Georstia,  98,  99,  37.  38,  39 
150,  155,  158,  159,  109,  181.  184,  185,   186 

187,  208 

Cooper,  William  R.  of  Pennsylvania .  .    47 

Counterfeiting,  bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeit- 
ing any  forricn  copper,  gold,  silver,  or 
otter  coin,  and  to  prevent  the  bringing  in- 
ta  the  United  Stales,  or  uttering  any  conn- 
terfeit  foreign  copper,  gold,  silver,  or  oih<-r 
ooin  .         61,  96 

Conrtsof  the  United  States,  bill  to  regulate  the 
forms  aiid  moftes  of  proceeding  io,  to  re- 
gulate the  fee  bills,  and  to  limit  the  emolo- 
ments  of  eeriaiot  officers  .  .44 

Crabb,  George  W.  of  Alabama,  98,  44.  47,  75,  93 

96, 137,  138,  150, 163,  169,  184,198,207,908 

917.  934,  996, 338 

Craig,  Robfrt,  of  Virginia     .  1,  24.  37,  117 

Cranston,  Robert  B.  of  Rhode  bland,  1,  13,  98 

59,  76 

Crary,  Isaac  E.  of  Midiigan,  1,  75,  78,  106,  159 

176,  184.  903 

Crimes  against  the.United  States,  act  tojameod 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  more  efectnally 
to  provide  for  the  punisbment  of  certain 
crimes,  and  for  other  purposes     .  61,  96 

Crilteaden,  Thomas  C.  of  N.  Y.        .  .1 

Crockett,  John  W.  of  Tennessee   .    1,  94.  39,  151 

Cross,  Edward,  of  Ark  1,  28,  44,  47,  78,  167,  390 

Cumberland  road,  proposition  to  direct  tbe 
Committee  on  Pablie  Lands  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appro- 
priation for  .  .  .    39, 47, 86 

Cnrritnek,  bill  to  abolish  the  ^port  of  delivery 
»t  .  .  .  .      125,  336 

Curtis,  Edward,  of  N.  Y.  28,  43.  47,  89,  93,  106 
138,  139,  152, 164.  169.  201.  203,396.  927 

Cusbing,  Caleb,  of  M  w  13,  17.  23,  23.  29,  43,  59 
75.  76,  n,  84,  86, 88,  99, 194,  134,  139,  140 
147,  160,|161, 163,  167,  169,  170.  200.  203 

908,991,999 

D. 
Dana,  Amasa,  of  N.  Y.  ],  43,  78 

Da vee,  Thomas,  of  Maine  .  ,1 

Davies,  Edward,  of  Pa.  1,  43,  44,80,  168,  186 

196 
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Otvis,  John  W.  of  la.  1, 98,  99,  41,  73,  75,  78,  80 

81,  86  89, 106,  SOB,  919,  9S» 

Davis,  Ganet,  of  Ky.  1,  SI,  43,  44,  76, 81,  84. 94 

197,176.980,901 

Dawson,  William  C.  of  Ga.  98.  37,  89,  43,  78,  88 

94,  101,  113,  139,  140, 153, 16»,  166,917.998 

Drberry,  Edmund,  of  N.  C.   .  .     47, 75. 89 

Debt,  bill  to  amend  the  aet  for  tbe  aboUab- 

ment  of  imprisonment  for  37,  44, 58, 96 

Dellet,  James,  of  Ala.  98,  99,  44,  47, 1if90, 115 

167.994 
Dennis,  John,  of  Md.  98,  47 

Deposite  banks,  bill  to  extend  farther  indul- 
gence to  .  .97 
Detroit,  an  aet  sopplementary  to  *'Anaette 
provide  for  the  adiusiment  of  titles  to  land 
in  the  town  of  Detroit,  and  Tenitory  of 
Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes,''  puaed 
April  91, 1806    .           .           .      -    .    61 
Diekerson,  Philemon,  of  N.  J.                  I^,  930^ 
District  of  Columbia,  Committee  on  .  .    1ft 
bills  reported  from                       -.47,89,163 
bill  making  temporary  provision  for  lu- 
natics in          .           .86, 88, 195, 167 
bill  making  appropriations  for.tbe  bcneftt 

of  the  Northern  f-iberty  Fire  Cdmpany    89 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  Be- 
nevolent Society  .  107,  151 
bill  makii>g  an    appropriation   for   tba 

Island  Fire  Company  .  .163 

appropriation  for  the  repair  of  the  Poto- 
mac bridge       ....  181 
banks  of  tbe,  bill  to  continae  the  corpo- 
rate existence  of  919.  994,  999 
Doan,  William,  of  Ohio                  43,  81,  98,  168 
Dodge,  A.  C.  of  Iowa|.           .         1,  75, 917, 998 
Doe,  Nidiolas  B.        .           .  86, 115 
Doig,  Andrew  W.      .           .           .     1,  16.  51 
Doty,  J.  D.  of  Wisl^nsan      .     1.  98,  59,  78,  994 
Dawning,  Charles,  of  Flotila,  1,  5i,  75,  78, 158 

919,  917,  324,  998 
Dromgoole,  Geo.  C.  of  Va    l&.  109,  181,  196 
90<,  308, 309,  919,  SIT,  9it9.  930 
Dancan,  Alexander,  of  Ohio,  1,  13, 17, 94,  99,  36 
75,  ISO,  195, 186, 1S7, 130 
Drawback,  bill  allowing  drawback  on  foreign 
merchandise  exported  in  tbeerjgiaalpack- 
aze  to  Chihaahua   and   Santa   F«,   in 
Mexico    .  .  .  .75 

B. 

Earl,  Nehemiah  H.  of  M-  Y.  .  .      1,  51, 78 

Eastman,  Ira  A.  of  N.  H.  1,  28.  76, 123, 199, 156 

169,  187, 195, 196 

Edwards,  John,  of     .  .        94, 168 

Elections,  Committee  on  .16 

reports  and  resolations  from  106, 169 

bill  regulating  the  taking  te&timony  in 
cases  of  contested  elections,  and  for 
•iber  purposes .  .  .  .  169 

Ely,  John,  01  N.  Y     .  .  1,98,75,167 

Emigrants,  statement  of  the  number  and  de- 
scription of,  daring  tbe  year  1840  .  999 

Evans,  Genn;e,  of  Maine.  23,  39,  94,  113,  IH 
115,  118,  158,  164,  169,  176,  187,  196,901 
903.905.907,219.216  317,234,237.928,930 

Everett,  Horacr,  of  Vermoet,  1,  94,  43,  tL  51,  59 

71,  92,  119, 190,  191,195,  140,  153  161,  163 

161,  171,  173, 184,  903,  217,  334, 930 

Bxpenditarts  in  the  Stat*  Department,  Com- 

mit'eeon         .  ,  .16 

Expenditures  io   the   Treasury   Department 
Committee  on  .  .16 

Expenditures  in  the  War  Department,  Com- 
mittee on .  .  .  .  .16 

Expenditures  ia  the  Navy  Department,  Com- 
mittee     .  .  .  .  .16 

Expenditures  in  'the  Post  Office  Department, 
Committee  on      .  .  .  .16 

ESxpeitditures  on  the  Public  Buildings,  Com- 
mittee OB  .  .  .16 
report  from  \       .           .          .  .94 

P. 

Fillmore,  Millard,  of  N.  Y.  1.  94,S8  44  47,58 

73,  76,  78.  80,  81,  84,  86,  87.  88,  96,  103 

104,  190,  136,  1S7,  188,  140,  163,  169, 174 

181,  198.  901,  903,  904,  911,  990,  9Bt,  999 

Fine,  John,  of  N.T.    .  •  .  1,81 

Fisher,  Charles  .  .    37,  51, 84 
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FIsridt,  bill   10  KoUiorizs   the  vuluUDeat  of 

miliiiaia  '167 

l»U  aaihoriziiig  the  Legislative  oooneil  to 
duuge  the  lime  of  meeting  of  the 
oonncil  .  •  .  •  168 

bill  aotborixing  the  adjostmeat  of  lone* 
tnsiaiaed  by  eitiieas  of  Florida  ia  1814, 
by  the  United  Sutcs  troops  .  168 

eoiamnnieaUoa  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
tranimiitiDg  a  letter  from  Oeaeral  Ar- 
■ustead  OB  the  removal  of  the  Seml- 
Boks  155,161,163 

Floyd,  J^a  a  of  New  York,  36,  47,51,78,163, 

181,301,210,311 
Foreiga  Afbirs,  Committee  on  .16 

biUs  reported  from  .  167, 168 

reports  from  81,  89 

FOnuee,  Joseph,  of  PcBBtylrania    .     1,  75, 138 
Fonrth  instalment,  bill  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of,  to  the  Siata  .  44, 93, 116 
Fraaking  privilege  proposed  to  be  extended,      839 
Flench  spoltetioni,  bill  to  provide  for  the  satia- 
faetion  of  daims  doe  to  oHtain  Ameri* 
eaa  eitizens  for  spoliations  committed  on 
their  commerce  prior  to  the  3l8t  day  of 
Jnly,  1801  .88 
Fnmitnie  for  the  President's  House,  vote  on,    306 

G. 
Chdbraitb,  John,  of  Pa.    1, 39, 43,  44,  78, 93, 161 

168, 169, 302 

Oarland,  James,  of  Virginia,  36,  38, 58, 146 

Garland,  Ries,  of  Loni^iana,  .  .89 

Gates,  SethM.  of  New  York,  1,36,43,44 

Gentry,  Meradith  P.  of  Tennessee  1,  43,  303,  304 

Gerry  James  of  Peonsylvaaia  .  1 

Giddinas.  Joshna,  R.  of  Ohio       43, 51,  53,  58.  64 

78,  81,  93,  106, 155,  159, 169, 927 

Gocgin,  William  L  of  Virginia      36,  78,  81,  167 

Goode,Patriek0.ofOhio,  1,38,39,43,78 

Gnham,  James,  of  N.  C.     38, 163, 1 63, 181, 185 

^^  307,  397,  339 

Gnngcr,  Francis,  of  N.  Y.      1, 33, 43,  76. 80.  81 

"    *  171,173,203.305 

Gravel.  William  J.  of  Kentucky.  77, 176, 177,178 

179,180, 181,  184,   185,  187.  196,  303,  304 

306,307,211,313,317,334 

Green  Willis,  of  Kcntocky,    1,  28,  75,  96. 97, 101 

150,  181, 186 

Griffin  John  K.  of  South  Carolina,  1,  43, 119 

GrinneU.  Moses  H.  of  N.  Y.       38,  43,  44.  47,  86 

'  93.  163, 178,  aOl,  316,  230 

Gmndy,  Hon.   Felix,  annnnciation    of   his 

death,  and  resolniions  adapted  thereon    .    64 

H. 

llahersham,  Richard  W.  of  Georgia,    75, 94, 96 

106, 184 
Hatr-wy,  biU  extending  for  five  years  the  act 
of  1888,  granting  half-pay  to  certain  wi- 
dows aad  orphans,       156, 169, 187,  195, 999 
RaU,  Hiland,  of  Vermont  1.  47, 167, 196 

Hammond,  Robert  H.  ef  Pennsylvania         .    38 
Band.  Aacustus  C.  of  New  York,     1, 13,  33,  34 
39.  36,  43,  47,  75.  78,  81,  88, 151, 168, 196 

Harbors  on  the  Northern  and  Nonhweetem 
lakes  '37,  43, 135 

Huting?,  William  8.  of  Msssaehttsetis  .    98 

Hisiings,  John,  of  Ohio         •  •  1, 87 

HswM.  Bichard  of  Keoiockj,  1,81,170,  171,311 
H«wkin»,  Micajah  T.  of  North  Carolina  •  37 
Hsjii,  claimi  on  .        .   •     _.    •  ^2 

Henry,  ThQmis, of  Peonsylvania,  1, 38,  38, 59, 75 
Hill,  John,  of  Viff  inia  .  .  .1 

Hill,  John,  of  North  Carolioa  .  .    37 

Hlllen,  jr.  Solomon     .  .  •  •      1 

Hcffm»D,  Ogdtn,  of  New  York,        38,  36,  43,  47 
'  113,166,308,313 

HoUea,  Isaac  B.  of  South  Carolina,    74, 94, 139 

Holt,  Charles,  report  of  committee,  to  whom 
his  petition  to  refund  a  fine  imposed  under 
the  Sedition  law  was  lafened  •  166 

Holt,  Hine^  of  Georgia         .  .135 

Hook,  Baoa,  o(  Peansylvania  1, 88 

Hoakina,  George  W.  of  Virginia,       1, 19, 98, 39 


Horses,  bill  further  to  continue  in  force  the 
"Act  for  the  payment  of  horses  and  other 
property  lost  in  the  military  service  of  the 
united  Slates"  .169 

Howard  Institution  of  the  City  of  WaAing- 
ton,  bill  for  the  benefit  of  .  .97 

Habbard,  David,  of  Alabama,    39,  48.  58.  61,  78 
83,  84,  86,  87,  88,  96, 133,  134,  169, 176, 177 

181.317 

Hant,  Hiram  P.  of  New  York,       38,  43.  78, 187 

300,303,316,330 

Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  of  Virginia,      38,  43,  330,  331 

I. 
Illinois,  memorial  of  Legislature  of   .  .53 

Independent  Treasury  Lsw,  resolution  lequir- 
ing  information  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  its  provisions  have  been  enforc- 
ed      .  .  .    13,39.36.58,399 
bill  to  repeal        .  .  .  .139 
Indian  Affairs,  Committee  on  .  .16 
bills  reported  fl«m                      •  .167 
Indian  disbursements              .           .           .  330 
Indian  schools  in  Keatncky    .           .  .830 
Indiana,  bill  to  confirm  to  the  State  of  India- 
na the  lands  selected  by  said  State  for  the 
eontinaation  of  that  portion  of  the  Wa- 
bash and  Brie  Canal  that  lies  between  the 
mouth  of  the  Tippecaoe  river  and  Terre 
Haute,  and  for  other,  purposes  44,  88,  96 

184, 199 
Ittgenoll,    Charlea  J.     37,  41,  47,  84,  87,   95 

101, 103 
Invalid  Pensions,  Committee  on  .  .16 
resolutions  of  instruction  to  .  38,  44 
bills  reported  from  81,  89 
reports  from  ...  81, 89 
Iowa,  proportioB  to  pay,  for  services  of  her 
militia, 388 

J. 

Jaekson,  Thomas  B.  of  New  York  1,  57 

Jimes,  Francis,  of  Pennsylvania  •    15 

Jameton,  John,  of  Missouri,  1, 71.  73.  75,  78, 103 
150,  163, 167,  300, 339,  338 
Jenifer,  Daniel,  of  Maryland,     1.  11,  13,  43, 104, 
134,  149,  178,  179, 180 
Johnson,  Joseph,  of  Viiginia,    1,  43,  43,  135, 163 

196 

Johnson,  William  Cost,  of  Maryland,     84, 38, 38 

39,  43,  47,  48,  51.  58,  83,  84,  86,  87,  88,  93 

96,138,  130,  146, 147,  150, 151.  163,  181, 184 

187,  306,  310,  330 

Johnson,  Cave,  of  Tennessee,  1,  94,  39,  58.  94, 101 

106, 158, 169,  301.  303,  303.  304, 384 

Johnson,  Charles,  of  New  York,  1, 163 

Joint  meeting  of  the  two  Houses  to  count  the 

Electoral  votes    .  -160 

Jones,  Nathaniel,of  New  York,  1,  84,81, 114, 166 

337 
Jones,  John  W.  of  Virginia,  33, 39,  51, 86, 93, 95 
98.  101,  108,  117, 118,  130,  134,  135,  188 
189,   139,   134, 135,  138, 139.  140,  145,   147 
150,  154,155,156,  158,  163,  163,169,  176 
181,  184, 186,  187. 196,  198.  199,  300,  801 
903, 904, 305.  807, 810, 318,  316, 317,  380 
Jndiciary,  Committee  on  •  .16 

molutionsofinstrnetioB  to         .         89,93 
bills  reported  from  .  •  .96 

reports  from  166,337 

Judicial  courts,  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  amend  the  act  approved  May 
13, 1800,  enUtled  an  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  an  act  to  establish  the  judicial 
courts  of  the  United  States"  .830 

K. 
Keim,  George  M.  of  Pennsylvania,   1, 36,  75, 899 
'  830 

Kemble,  Gouvemeur,  of  New  York,  1, 93, 167. 830 
Kempshall,  Thomas  of  New  York  43,  75 

Kentucky,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature,  of  137 

151 

Kille,  Joseph,  of  New  Jeraey  '      *' 5? 

King,  Thomas  BuUer,  of  Georgia       .  .    88 

L. 
11  Lud  patents,  bill  to  eonirm  defective,     184,809 


Lane,  Htary  S.  of  Indiana,        43, 44, 45,  47,  78 

180, 184, 199 
Lawrence,  Abbott,  of  Massachnsells  . 
Leadbetter,  Daniel  P.  of  Ohio  .    I,  59, 994 

Leet,  Isaac,  of  Pennsylvania,      1, 17, 43, 88, 140 

150,159,997,930 
remarks  on  fnnouneing  the  death  of  Mr. 
Ramsey  -17 

Leonard,  Siei^en  B.  of  New  York,  47, 78,  86, 168 

181, 930 

Lewis,  Dixon  H.  of  Alabama  .  938 

Library,  Committee  on  the     .  .  .94 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the   .  .99 

reports  from  .  .81 

Lincoln,  Li>vi,  of  Blassachusetis,  1, 13, 98, 99,  41 

43,  47,  78,  93,  113,  115,  116,  146,  147.  151 

163. 163,  164,  176,  180,  184,  198,  908,  317 

930 
Louisiana,  bill  to  revive  an  act  entitM  "An 
act  to  antborize  the  inhabitants  of  the 
State  of,  to  enter  the  back  lands,"  86. 108 
bill  entitled  "An  act  to  unite  the  South- 
eastern land  district,  and  that  of  the 
Greeasburgh  district,  in  the  State  of, 
and  for  other  purposes"  86. 108 

proposition  (o  refund  money  paid  for  ser^ 
vices  of  her  militia  .  998 

Lowell,  Joshua  A.  of  Maine  .  ;    88 

Lucas,  William,  of  Virginia  .  .1 

Lunatics  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  bill 
makiag  temdorary  proviaon  for,     86,  88, 195 

187 
M. 
McCarly,  William  M.  of  Virginia,      78, 163, 181 
MeClellan,  Abraham,  of Tmncssee    .  1 

McClure,  Charles  M.  of  Pennsylvania,         43,  SS 
McCallocb,  George,  of  Pennsylvania  .  1,  78 

McKay,  James  J.  of  North  Carolina  .        53, 163 
Maine,  bill   to  provide  for  the   scttlemeni  of 
daims  of  the  State  of,  for  service*  of  her 
militia      .  .  .      88, 89,  387, 398 

Malloty,  Francis,  of  Virginia,    113,  148,  908,  910 

911,913.930 
Mallory,  Meredith,  of  New  York,  1, 98, 930 
Mannfacturrs,  Committee  on  .  .16 

j«        bills  reported  on    ....  196 
I        reports  frum  .  .  .167 

iMarchand,  Albert  G.  of  Pennsylvania      1, 98,  38 
Mucrin,  Richard  P.  of  N.  Y.      1,  43/78,  83, 195, 

910 
MasoB,  Samson,  of  Ohio,    1,  75,  84, 104, 176, 181 

901,308,917 
Medill,  William,  of  Ohio,  1,  37, 49,  43. 75.  83,  84 

103,133,306 
Mileage,  Committee  on  .  .16 

bill  reported  fhim  .109 

bill  to  establish  a  more  nniform  rule  of 
computing  mileage  and  per  diem  com- 
pensation of  member  of  Congress         .  169 
Military  Asylum,  bill  to  found  a,  for  the  rdiaf 
and  support  of  invalid  soldiers  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States  .    89 

Military  Academv,  bill  to  provide  for  the  sup- 
port of,  for  the  year  1841  .  169 
Military  Affair?,  Committee  on  .  .16 
resolution  of  instruction  to  .  59 
bills  reported  from  89, 167 
reports  from  .  81,167 
Militaiy  Bonnty  Lands,  resolution  to  provide 

scrip  for  onistanding  land  warrants,    36 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owner*  of  bounty 

land  warrants .  .47 

bill  to  continue  in  force  the  first  section  of 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  ih* 
time  for  locating  Virginia  military  land 
warrants,  and  returning  surveys  thereon 
to  the  General  Land  Office,"  approved 
Jnly  7, 1838    .  .  168 

Militia,  Committee  on  .  .16 

Miller,  John,  of  Missouri  •     1|  98,  36 

Mississippi,  the  bill  to  confirm  the  survey  and 
location  of  claims  for  lands  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  east  of  the  Pearl  river, 
and  south  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of 
north  latitude   .  ■  .113 

bill  to  relinqoldi  to,  the  two  par  cent 
fund  195,  163 

Missouri,  letter  Tram  the  Governor  of .  .83 

bill  to  continue  in  fona  the  act  for  tiia 
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^•1  •djuitment  of  prirate  land  claims 
in  Missuori,  approved  9tli  Jnly,  1839| 
and  the  act  sapplemrntal  thereto,  ap- 
proved 9d  March,  1833  97,  167 
MiKlMll.  CiMilet  F.  of  New  York      .    1,  75,  Sa€ 
Mobile  harbor,  bill  making  appropriations  to 

eoaplete  the  improvemeot;  of       .       93,  44 

Monroe,  James,  of  N.  Y.  1,  24,  33.  36,  37,  43 

44,  53,  63,  7],  75,  76,  78,  89,  96,  141,  164 

176,  181,  196,  901,  906,  312,  232 

Montanjra,  James  O.  L.  of  N.  Y.  1,  75,  78,  167 

Montgomery,  Wn.  of  N.  C.  1,  43,  44,  93,  106 

167.  316 
Morgan,  Christopher,  of  N.  Y.  39,  53,  73,  75,  78 
81,  140,  161,  163,  168,   176.  178,  181^  196 
304,  305,  217,  395 
MooK,JohB,ofLa.       .       36,43,77,316,334 
Morris,  Samuel  W.  of  Pa.  .1,168 

Morris,  Calru7,ofOhio,  1,78,83,  133,  168,  330 
Mono  V  Jeremiab,  of  Ohio     .  .80 

N. 

National  dcfenees,  bill  making  upropriations 
for  certain  fortifieaiioas  of  the  United 
States  generally  for  the  year  1841,  and  for 
armament  of  fortifications;  altio,  for  rais- 
ing a  company  of  sappers,  miners,  and 
pootoniers,  and  appropriating  $500,000 
for  steamships  of  war  .199 

Natoralization  laws,  bills  for  modification  of;    13 

33,  99,  36,  41 

Nanl  Affairs,  Committee  on  .  .16 

bills  reported  from  .  47,  81,  167 

icponsfrom  .  .  .167 

TXtrj.    (See  Appropriations.) 

Narj  Dfpirtment,  commanieations  ftwa,  13,  46 

61,  78,  89,  107,  134 

reaolaiions  of  instraction  tu        .  .93 

Navy  Pensions.    (See  Pensions.) 

Niy.lor>  Charles,  of  PeniuiylTania,    1,  37,  43,  4^ 
47,  71,  78,  95,  96,  97,  101,  103,  104 

N«w  Hamptbjre,  bill  relating  to  the  jadiciai 
eoarts  in  the  district  of    .  .  .  135 

Newhard,  Peter,  of  PennsylTasia       .  .      1 

New  Orleans,  bill  to  amend  an  act  to  extend 
the  hmits  of  the  port  of    .  .     '      .  106 

Htwport  barraclB,  bill  making  an  appropria- 
tion for  improvements  at  .  .  167 

North.wesl  Territory,  joint  resolntion  for  print- 
ingamap  of       .  .  167 

Nonhnstem  Boundary,  bill  making  farther 
provision  for  the  exploration  and  surrey 
of  that  part  of  the  Northeastern  boundary 
line  of  the  United  Slates  which  separates 
the  States  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire 
[mm  the  British  provinces,  168,  169, 199, 900 

Northwestern  Territory,  joint  resolntion  to 
print  a  map  of     ....  167 

0. 
Ojle,  Charles,  of  Pa.  .  .16 

Oai-i,  canal  lands  in  ...  339 

Oib«rae,  Thomas  B.  of  Conn  .  .  143 


Palen.Rafus,  of  N.y.  81,89 

Pa(tid^  Iiaae,  of  Ohio  .  1,  78 

Pamenter,  WillUm,  of  Mass.  1,  38,  36.  76,  81 

93, 116. 167 
ParriS,  Virgil  D.  of  Maine      .  .    34, 98,  78 

Patent  Office,  bill  making  appropriations  for  .  195 


168 

197 

16 

38 


Patents,  Commissioner  of,  letter  from 
Patents,  Committee  on 
Paynter,  Lemuel,  of  Pennsylrtuia  . 
Peek,  Luther  C.  of  N.  Y.  1,  28,  76, 81, 114, 137 
140, 159.  168,  196,  200,  303 
Pennsylvania,  resolutions  of  the  Ltgislainre 

of 138 

Pensions,  bill  making  appropriation  for  tbs 

payment  of  Revolationsry   and  other 

pensioners  of  the  United  States  for  the 

year  1841  39,  154, 155, 158, 161 

bill  eoneeminic  navy  pensions  and  half 

pay,    47,  61,  62,  64,  70,  71,  73,  8^1.  939 
hsif  fay  aiid,  to  certain  widows,  bill  to 
extend  the  act  of  July  7,  1838,  156,  169 

195 
PnauMit  Pcot^cetiTe  Pr»-cmptioD,  bill  to  et* 


t 


tablisb  a  system  ef  general  permanent 
pre-emption  rights  in  favor  of  occupants 
of  the  public  lands  .  ,  .  930 

PetriktB,David,of  Pa.  17,33,  99,  147,  155,  163 
170,  184,  196,  199.  300 
Pickens^  Francis  W.  of  S.  U.  37,  53,  53,  58.  64 
73,   75,   78.  80.  81,  93,  134,  155,  168,  169 
170,  171,  173,  173,  187,  196.  911'  330, 991 
Pope,  John,  of  Ky.  43,  77,  99,  135,  127,  123^  180 
,,  S20,  226, 998 

Post  Ofllce  and  Post  Roads,  Committee  on    .    16 
resolutions  of  instruction  to  .        39, 159 

reports  from         ....  163 
Post  Office  Department,  resolntions  of  instruc- 
tion to  .  .  .  -    38. 44. 52 
oommnnications  from,  51,  58,  83,69, 139,  130 
Prentisa,  John  H.  of  New  York  .      1,  38,  78 
President  of  the  United  States,  joint  oommitte* 
appointed  to  inform  him  of  the  organi- 
zation of  Congress        .           .  .13 
annnal  message  of          .  .12 
resolntions  directed  to      .           .39,  44,  51 
eommnnicatioiu  from,  13,  58,  73, 73,  79, 134 

169,339 
resolntion  linuting  his  eligibil^  to  on* 

term  .  .  .  .38 

election   of.   Congressional    proceedings 
connected  therewith,  134, 139, 140, 159, 160 

163 
Private  Land  Claims,  Committee  on  -  .16 

bills  reports  from  .  .  .       81,167 

reports  from         .  .  .  .167 

Privateer  Psntion  Fand,  resolution  relative  to,  93 
Proffit,  Gkorge  H.  of  la.  1. 39,  47,  48.  53,  61,  78 
106,  130.  150.  153.  155,  156,  163.  170,  176 
177, 196,  199,  307, 311,  317,  238,  330 
'ubiie  Buildings  and  Qronnds,  Committee  on,  16 
resolutions  of  instruction  to  .  33.  59 
Commi^ioner  on,  communication  from,  41, 98 
Public  Expenditnie.',  Committee  on    .  .    16 

PubBcLands,  Committee  on  .  .    16 

resolutions  of  instruction  to         .  39,  59 

reports  from  .  .93, 106 

Public  Ltnds— bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  set. 
tiers  on  the,  who  were  deprived  of  ihe 
benefits  of  the  act  granting  pre-emption 
rights,  which  was  approv^  on  the  19ih 
of  June,  1834  .  .         58, 163 

bill  to  grant  other  lands  to  the  inhabitants 
of  townships  deprived  of  the  16th  sec- 
tion by  Indian  reservations  .  58 
bill  to  change  the  mode  of  dixposing  of  .  64 
bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  for  a 
limited  time,  an  act  approved  on  the  31 
day  of  March,  1837,  entitled  "An  act 
frr.the  ap|)ointment  of  commissioners 
to  adjust  the  claims  to  reservations  of 
land  under  the  14  ih  articls  of  the  trea- 
ty of  1830,  with  the  Choctaw  Indians;" 
and  also  an  act  approved  on  the  32>i 
day  of  Fabrnary,  1838)  entitled  an  act 
to  amand  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
adjust  the  claims  to  reservations  of 
lands  under  the  14ih  article  of  the  trea- 
ty of  1830  with  the  Choctaw  Indians'  "    98 

R. 

Railroad,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Selma  and 
Tenuesses  .  .  .   39, 75, 163 

Ramsey,  William  S.  of  Pennsylvania,  death 
of  announced  .   .  <  .17 

Randall,  Benjamin      .  .  .  ^,76 

Randolph,  Joseph  F.  of  New  Jersey    1,  36  77,  81 

Rarldeo,  James,  of  Indiana   1,38,39,43.78.86 
115, 153,  317  224.  236 

Rayner,  Kenneth,  of  North  Carolina  1, 147, 150 

158 

Bed  river.    (See  Aikansas.) 

Reduction  of  salaries,  debate'  on  the  proposi- 
tion for   .  .  .  901,903,304 

Reed,  John,  of  Massachusetts  24,  38,  39,  47,  63 

63,  64,  71,  73,  76,  78,  81,86,  89,  167,  181 

196,  200,  207,  912, 339 

Resolutions  submitted  by — 

Mr.  Adams,  11,  13,34,  59,  70,94,  133, 134 
Mr.  Andrews  39,159,208 

Mr.  Atherton  .  .        ~  .    19 

Mr.  Banks  159,908 


Mr.  Barnard 

37,  a» 

Mr.  Beime 

.    77 

Mr.  Blaekwell    . 

.58 

Mr.  Boardman    . 

.  199 

B<r.  Botts 

37,38 

Mr.  Briggs 

.999 

Mr.  Brown,  A.  V. 

a»,77 

Mr.  Burke 

164, 165 

Mr.  Campbell,  John 

»€,106 

Mr.  Casey 

.    106 

Mr.  Cbspmaa    • 

.    169 

Mr.  Cooper,  M.  A. 

.     98 

Mr.  Crabb 

..    .       .     93 

Mr,  Cranston     . 

.  *      13,68 

Mr.  CuKhiag 

99,167 

Mr.  Davies 

.     44 

Mr.  Davis,  Garret 

.      38,77,94 

Mr.  Dawson 

.      39 

Mr.  Dellett 

.     99 

Mr.  Doty 

.    994 

Mr.  Evans 

.  930 

Mr.  Everett                84 

,  44,  59,  99, 119, 191 

Mr.  Filhnore 

.  94,44,136 

Mr.  Fornanea 

.138 

Mr.  Oalbraith     . 

44,  809 

Mr.  Gteies 

.    44 

Mr.  Giddittgs 

.    93 

Mr.  Gh>ode 

.    39 

Mr.  Graham       . 

.    » 

Mr.  GTinnell 

.    44 

Mr.  Hammond 

.    38 

Mr.  Henry 

38.58 

Mr.  HnpUna       . 

.    94 

Mr.  Hant 

.    38 

Mr.  Johnson,  C 

.  ise 

Mr.  Johnson,  W.  0. 

.  18© 

Mr.  Kemble 

.    93 

Mr.LeadbMlcr    . 

.    59 

Mr.  Led  • 

18,  159 

Mr.  Lincoln 

99,93,113,138 

Mr.MeClellan    . 

.    59 

Mr.  MeOhire 

•    59 

Mr.Marehaad    . 

.    38 

Mr.  Mason.  S.     . 

.    7S 

Mr.  Mitobell 

.996 

Mr.  Montgomery 

.    93 

Mr.  Moore 

.    77 

Mr.  Peek- 

.  114 

Mr.  Petrikin 

.    94 

Mr.  Pickens 

.  184 

Mr.  Pope 

.    77 

Mr.  Proffit 

39,  58. 

Mr.  Randolph     . 

.88 

Mr.  Rariden 

.    39 

Mr.  Reynolds 

78.  lis 

Mr.  Rnsssll 

11, 19, 94, 990 

Mr.  Sergeant 

.    98 

Mr.  Smith,  A.     . 

.    44 

Mr.  Smith,  Truman 

.    44 

Mr.  Saltonstall    . 

.    93 

Mr.  Stanly 

.    13,38,94 

Mr.  Taliaferro     . 

.      1 

Mr.  Thompson.  J.  W. 

.17 

Mr.  Thompson,  W. 

.    93 

Mr.  Tillingbast    . 

13,84,58,79 

Mr.  Tolaod 

.    38 

Mr.  Weller 

.59 

Mr.  Williams,  J.  L. 

.        39. 156 

Mr.  Williams  of  Con. 

.    44 

Mr.  Winthrop 
Reynolds,  John,  of  Illinois,  S 

.    93 

18,  43.  59,  58.  61,  75 

78, 113, 115,  147 

Revisal  and  unfiuidied  busim 

M,  Committeeott,  16 

Revolntionary  Claims,  Coai 

nitteaon            .    16 

resoluiions  of  insiructiMi 

10         .          44,  59 

bills  reported  from 

.    47,  81,  167 

reports  fhwi 

.  81, 166, 167 

Revolutionary  Pensions,  Con 

imittMon          .    16 

resolutions  of  instrnetioa 

to        .     14.  SH,  99 

bills  reported  from 

.      47.  81,  89 

reports  ft'om 
Rhett,  R.  Barnwell,  of  SontI 

81,  88 

h  Caroliaa,  117,  118 

139, 196,  900 

Rhode  Island,  resohitioas  oft! 

lieLegisiatareof,  159 

Ridgway,  Joseph,  of  Ohio 

.      1 

Rives,  John  C.  letter  from. 

M  the  snbjcet  of 

the  printing  and  binding 

of  the  Bouse,  79,  78 

report  of  Select  Conun 

itteetlMrwa      .  108 

1^ 
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Rt*eB,  Fnutds  E.  of  YiraiDia,  38,  47,  59, 101, 103 

106, 133,  900,  909,  911 

RMds  and  Canals,  Committee  on  .16 

BCcit)iiiMB,Thomw,jr.o{  Delaware    . 

Rogert,  Bdward,  of  New  York  1,  17 

Hten  James .  .73 

Kuin  tt  the  Honie,  proDosition  to  amend     .    39 

Rotisell,  David,  of  New  York,  1,  11,  13, 94,  98, 43 

M,  76,  81, 106, 118,  190, 150.  161,  169. 169 

198,917,990,997 

Rjidl,  Daniel  B.  of  New  Jeraejr  94,  73 

8. 
Satttnwtall,  Leverett,  of  Ma8ta(hDsetti>,  36,  43.  51 
64,  76,  93, 94,  901,  907.  910,  919,  917 
Samaels,  Oreen  B.  of  Virginia         ..    1,78,166 
SlekMlafor  Indians,  resolationeoneernug      .    75 
Sthool  lands,  bill  to  aathorize  the  Lagisiatnres 
"  of  tkt  States  of  Arkansas,  Loaisiana,  and 
Tennesiee,  to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  ap- 

Sropriated  for  the  ase  of  schools  in  those 
Uies       ...  98,  159    163 

Selaet  Committees  .13,  81 

oaPrinUnf  .  106,  113 

onfitMonerjr       ....  139 
on  Steamboat  Disasters    .  .43 

oa  Tobacco  Trade  13,  16 

reporU  from         .  .  .81,  93,  106 

SelMUl,  John,  of  Pennsyltraoia,  1,  95,  96,  138 

199,  900,  996,  937 
Shaw,  Tristram,  of  New  Hampthire  .  .    50 

SiMpaid,  Chas.  of  North  Carolina,  1,  63,  64,  70 

78,  81,  145 
Silks,  bill  to  lay  a  doty  on  imported  manalac- 

mred  silk  .  .  .98,  99,  100 

Simonton,  William,  of  Pennqrlvania .  1 

Siade,  William,  of  Vermont .  1,  43,  51,  76 

Smith,  Albert,  of  Maine,  1,  49,  43,  44,  61,  79,  135 
137,  149,  151,  169,  156.  159,  170,   176,  177 
908,  916,  990,  991,  994.  998 
Saith,  John,  of  Vatmont  1,  98 

Smith,  Traman,  of  Connectieal,  1,  98,  43,  44,  47 

106 
iaiih,  Thomas,  of  Indiana,  1,86,  149,  159,  161 
169,  196,  198, 903,  207,  911 
Sonth  Carolina,  report  and  lesolalions  of,  on 

Fedatal  relations  .  .151 

Spanish  vessels,  bill  ooneeming  tonnage  doty 

on  .  .       81,  998 

Speaker  of  the  Honse,  vote  of  thsnts  to       .  299 

raledietory  of      .  .  .230 

Standard  weights  and  measurfs,  auihoriziog 

sets  to  be  famished  to  the  War  Depart* 

■aeni  .  .  .134 

Stanly,  Edward,  of  North  Carotins,  13, 17,  93,  36 

37,  38,  44,  47,  53,  53,  73,  74,  75,  93,  94,  101 

113,  130,   133,  169, 16^  176.  177,   178,  186 

187, 195,  196,  200,  903,  206,227,  230 

Staikweaiher,  David  A.  of  Ohio         .        75,  922 

Slate  Department,  commnnicaiions  f^om,  78,  134 

999 
Slate  banks,  report,  transmitting  reiarns  of  .  229 
Staiifinery,  debate  npoo  the  prices  paid  for  .  163 
Steam,  bill  to  provide  for  purchasing  the  patent 

for  Raab*s  self-acting  safety-valve,  43, 93 
150,  161,  SOI 
bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  employ  persons  to  con- 
simei  apparatus  with  a  view  to  estin- 
gnish  fires  on  board  steamboats,  and  to 
test  its  uiiliiy    .  .93,150,161,901 

VOX  to  amend  the  act  entitled  ''An  act  to 
provide  for  the  better  security  of  the 
lives  of  passengers  on  board  of  vessels 
propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam," 
approved  Jnly  7,  1838,  and  for  other 
pnrposee  .  .93,150,161,201 

bill  to  anthoiize  the  Secre'ary  of  the 
Yteasgry  lo  procure  steam  vessels  for 
the  revenue  service  .169 

Steenrod,Uwis,  of  Yirgiaia,  1,  140, 148,  159  187 

904 
Strmtg,  Tberon  R.  of  New  York,   1,  98,  43, 78,  81 

93  168 

Stoart,  John  T.  of  Illinois      .  .       1,  43,  78 

Sumter,  Tliomas  D.  of  8o«ih  Carolina,         1, 167 

Sorvejfor  General,  bill  entitled  *'An  act  sup- 

plemenury  to  the  aei  entitled  'An  act  for 

lh»  dJaaaniiBnaaoe  of  the  offiee  of  ma- 


veyor  general  in  the  several  districts,  so 
soon  as  the  surveys  therein  can  be  eum- 
pltted,  for  aboliehing  land  offices  under 
certain  circnmstanees,  and  for'  other  pui- 
poses.' "  approved  June  19,  1840,       IVT,  163 

Sweariogen,  Henry,  of  Ohio  . 

Swartwouii'Samnel,  bill  to  ahthorize  the  Se- 
cretary ef  the  Treasory  to  make  an  ar- 
rangement or  compromise  wiih  any  of 
the  mreties  on  bonds  given  to  the  United 
States  by  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  collec- 
tor of  the  customs  for  the  port  of  New 
York        ....       195,166 

S«eney,a«orgf,ofOhio  1,16,  7S,  166 

T. 
Taliaferro,  John,  of  Virginia  1,98,47,  68,  81,99 

168 
TUiey,  Hon.  Chief  Justice,  letter  from,  an- 
nouncing the  death  of  Hon.  P.  P.  Bar- 
boor  .  .  .  .909 
Tariff,  bill  for  the  mote  faithful  collection  of 

the  duties  OB  imports  .  .  53,167 

letter  of  Mr.  Jaffray  in  eonneoiion  with 

59,  76 
propositions  to  impose  a  tariff  on  wines 

spirits,  and  other  luxuries,  96,  101,  109,  150 
bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  alter  and  ainend  the  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  ap- 
proved July  14ih,  1839,  as  eiempts 
pins  of  foreign  manufacture  from  the 
payment  of  duties;  and  proposes  to 
subject  them,  when  imported,  after 
the  first  day  of  April  next,  lo  a  duty 
of  twenty  percent,  ad  valorem  .  196 

Taylor,  Jonathan,  of  Ohio  .    1,  36,  51, 104 

Tennessee — bill  to  amend  an  act  to  aathorize 
the  State  of,  to  issue  grams  and  perfect  ti- 
tles to  the  lands  therein  described,  and  to 
settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unap- 
propriated lands  within  the  same,  94,  39,  75 

106,  151, 176 
Territories,  Committee  on       .  .16 

resolution  to  make  bills  concerning,  a  spe- 
cial order         ....  994 
Thomas,  Francis,  of  Maryland,    1,   47,  61,  62 

64,  70,  71 
Thomas,  Philip  F.  ef  Maryland        .      1, 16, 166 
Thompson,  Waddv,  of  Sauih  Carolina,  70,  71,  75 
76,88,89,93,  94,   115,   117,  118,   141,  155 
158,   159,  163,  176,  181, 187,  195,  196,  199 
200,  301,  211,  316,  290,  221.  998 
Thompson,  John  i,  of  Kentucky  17, 98 

announces  death  of  Hon.  S.  H.  Ander- 
son      .  .17 
Thompson,  Jacob,  of  Mississippi,  37.  43,  44,  58 
86,  89,  96,  100,  119,  163,  200,  201,  204,  911 
Tillinghast,  Joseph  L.  of  Rhode  Msnd  1,13,  17 
94,  98,  99    36,  43.  51,52,  53  63,  64,  79,  81 
88, 126, 159, 163,  164.  170, 175,  176,  184. 185 
196,  203,  207,  217,  220,  231, 234  237 
Tobacco  trade,  select  commiitee  00  13,16 
Toland,  George  W.  of  Pennsylvania,  1,  38,  43,  75 

78,  169 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  commanica- 

tionfrom  .  .  .89 

Treasury  Department,  resolutions  requesting 

infbrmaiion  of  the,  13,  29.  37,  38,  39,  59 

93,  94,  113,119 

communications  from,  24,  41,  58,  72.  78,88 

107,  134,  229,  930 

Solicijor  oi,  communications  from  .     13 

Treasury  notes,  bill  authorizing  the  issae  of,  93 

101,    108,   113,    114.    117,  118,  120,  125 

126,197,128,139,  130,  139,  133,  134,  135 

136,  137,  138,  139,  140, 141,  145, 146, 147 

148,  149,  150 

amendments  proposed  to  .  .      149,  150 

Triplett,  Philip,  of  Kentucky,  1,  43,  75, 136, 138 

139, 167,  99^ 
Tropical  plants,  bill  to  encourage  the  introduc- 
tion of     .  .  113,163 
Tutney,  Hopkins,  L.  of  Tennessee,  1,  36,  39,  71 
75,  78,  84,  93, 140,  159,  166,  176,  997 


I 


U. 
Underwood,  Josefdi  R.  of  Kenlneky,  1,  49,  43,  44 


47,  53,  75,  80,  88,   149,   151,  158,  163,  164 

168,  170,  176,  177,  187,  196,  198,  199,  901 

909,  903,  911,  919,  917,  998,  930 

V. 

Vanderpoel,  Aarcn,  of  New  York,  99.  36,  47,  86 
96.  103,  133,  134,  135,  169,  170,  174,  178 
177,  901,  903,  908,  931,  994,  995,  998,  S30 

Vermont,  bill  to  rcimbaraethe  Stale  of,  for  ser- 
vices of  her  militia  .  167 

Vroom,  Peter  D.  of  New  Jersey  1,167 


Wagener,  David  D.  of  Pennsylvania,  1,  98, 43 

78 
Wagner,  Peter  J.  of  New  York  .   1,  98, 47 

War  Department,  resolotiona  of  inquiry,  99,  39 

11« 
communieations  irom,  94,  47,  78, 106,  ISO 

154,  197,  330 
Warren,  Lett  of  Georgia  .  115,116, 169, 187 
Washington  City  Benevolent  Soeiety,  bill  to 

incorporate  .  107,  ISl 

Watierson,  Harvey  M.  of  Tomessee,  63, 104, 113 

140,997 
Ways  and  Means,  Committee  on  -    16 

bills  reported  Oom,  33,  39,  51,  86.  93,  96, 156 
Wcller,  John  B.  of  Ohio,  1,  39,  51,  75,  78,  80, 89 
141, 178, 180, 901,  910.  916 
White,  Edward  D.  of  Louisiana  205,998 

White,  John  of  Kentucky    .  .  I,  135 

Wick,  William  W.  of  Indiana,      1,  98, 167,  911 
WiUiams,  Jared  W.  of  New  Hampshire,  1.  43, 78 

106, 169 
Williams,  Thomas  W.  of  Connectien),  1,  34, 43 

44,  115,  135, 169 

Williams,  Henry  of  Massachosetis      .  1,  43, 116 

WiUiams,  Lewis  of  North  Carolina,  1, 11, 17,  58 

73,  83,84,  86, 87,  104, 106, 140, 151. 154, 163 

176,  181, 184,  187. 306,  296 

Williams,  Joseph  L.  of  Tennessee,  17,  98,  39, 156 

163 
Williams,  Christopher  H.  of  Tennessee,  1,  98,  89 

167,179.204 
Williains,Sberrod  of  Kentucky         .  .135 

Winihrop,  Robert  C.  17,  98,  51,  93,  94, 106,  117 

903 

Wise,  Henry  A.  of  Virgiois,  17,  37,  42,  43,  48,  59 

53,  69,  93.  100, 101,  103,  104.   106,  116,  116 

117,  191,   128,  139,  130,  133,  133.  135,  140 

141,  146,  149,  ISO,   152,   158,  176,  178, 179 

180, 303,  304,  305,  306,  308,  309,  234,  935 

937,938,239,930 

Wiskonsan,  communieatioa  from  the  Secretary  of 

the  Territory  of  .  .41 

Worthingtott,  John  T.  H.  of  Maryland        .    78 


Yeas  and  Nays  on  laying  on  the  table  the  mo- 
tion to  rescind  the  rule  of  the  House  re- 
lative to  Abolition  petitions  .    19 

on  ordering  President's  message  to  be 
printed  .  .IT 

on  the  reference  of  the  bill  to  establish  a 
uniform  rule  of  naturalization  .    93 

on  adopting  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
Committee  of  Claims  to  employ  a  clerk,    94 

to  lay  on  the  table  a  resolution  to  pay  the 
claimanis  to  eoniested  seats  from  New 
Jersey  .36 

on  adopting  the  resolution  .    37 

on  granting  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  laws  fixing  the  salary  of  the 
Chaplain  .  .38 

on  reconsidering  the  vcteby  which  the 
bill  lo  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  natn- 
ralizatlon  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary     .  .  .41 

on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  a  reso- 
lution insirueling  the  Commit'ee  on  the 
Public  Lands  to  make  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  Cumberland  road  .    47 

on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  a  resolu- 
tion ibsirueting  the  Committee  of  Wave 
and  Means  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  reporting  a  bill  making  an  ap. 
propriatlno  for  the  Cumberland  road   .    48 

on  the  jeeepiion  of  an  Abolitioncetiiioa  .     $1 
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Teas  aadN«;»— 

on  motion  to  smpend  the  rales  to  refer 

the  bill  proridinii  for  (be  uore  faithful 

«zeeatioa  of  the  laws  for  the  colketion 

of  datiet  on  imports  . 
OB  the  reference  of  the  abore  UU  to  the 

Committee  on  Blaanfaetnres  . 
OD  ibe  motion  to  laj  on  the  table  a  reso- 

Istion  to  instrnct  the  Ck>mmittee  on  the 

Pablie  Lands  to  report  a,  prospective 

pre-emption  la* 
OB  i«peaUng  the  aa  of  March  3,  1837, 

•milled  an  act  for  the  more  equitable 

•dministration  of  the  nary  pension  fund,  63 
on  reeoasideriBg  the  above  .    73 

OB  reeonsiderini;  the  resolation  by  which 

Mr.  Ingenoll  was  permitted  to  be  heard 

mt  the  bar  of  the  Honse 
on  laying  on  the  table  the  bill  making 

temporary  provision  for  lonaties  in  the 

Disiriot  of  Colombia  . 
on  tke  passage  of  the  bill 
on  reoonsidering  the  vote  by  whidi  the 

bfir  was  rejected 
<Ni  the  passage  of  the  bill 
on   leave  to  introdnce  a  resolation  in  fa> 

▼or  of  continaiog  for  Are  years'  pen- 
sions to  certain  widows 
on  passing  the  biU  for  the  relief  of  John 

J.  Roane         .... 
OB  laying  certain  resolations  respecting 

reoMvais  from  office  on  the  t  able         .    94 


53 


61 


84 


88 


Yeas  and  Nays— 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  abolishing 
imprisonment  for  debt  .    06 

on  making  a  bill  laying  a  doty  on  fo- 
reign silks,  a  special  order  98, 100 

on  taking  np  a  resolation  instracting  tbe 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  bring 
in  a  bill  laying  daiies  npon  wines,  silks, 
and  other  aitieles  of  laznry  .  101 

on  making  the  Treasury  Note  bill  a  spe- 
cial order        ....  101 

on  making  the  bill  to  establish  a  nniform 
system  of  bankrapicy,  a  speceial  order   103 

on  a  motion  to  dispense  with  farther  pro- 
eeedinss  in  a  call  of  tbe  Honse  .  104 

on  adopting  a  resolation  declaring  Mr. 
NayloT  daly  elected  to  Congress  .  104 

on  a  resolution  to  suspend  the  rales  in  fa- 
vor of  a  resolution  to  pay  mileage  and 
per  diem  compensation  to  Blr.  Inger- 
soU      .  V  .106 

•n  motion  to  go  into  committee  on  the 
Tteasnry  note  bill  .118 

on  leave  to  inirodace  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
Independtnt  Treasury  law  .  139 

on  suspending  the  rales  to  introduce  a  re- 
solation to  terminate  the  discnssion  on 
tbe  Treasury  note  bill  .  .133 

on  motion  to  go  into  the  Committee'of  the 
Whole.  .  .140 

on  concurring  in  the  amendment  to  the 
Trausury  note  bill,  to  authorise  five 


Teas  and  Nays- 
millions  to  be  issued  subsequent  to  the 
4ihofMareh    .  .  IM 

on  engrosslttg  Tieasnry  note  bill .  .  150 

on  making  the  bills  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia a  special  order   .  .    150,  151 

on  laying  the  Tennessee  land  bill  opon 
the  table  .  .151 

on  a  proposition  to  appropriate  f  100,000 
to  such  of  the  Semiaoles  as  may  agree 
to  emigrate  .  igg 

on  granting  leave  to  introdnee  a  bill  fbr 
the  payment  of  the  fbarth  inMalment  to 
theStates  .  i(g 

on  printing  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  en  the  correspon- 
dence respecting  the  steamboat  Caroline, 
and  the  documents  conaeMed  therewith,  174 

175 

on  the  passage  of  the  Tennessee  Land  bill,  176 

on  the  pas^e  of  the  bill  granting  pen- 
sions to  oertain  widows  and  orphans    .  196 

OB  reducing  the  salaries  of  United  Stales 
marshals  and  attorneys  .  305 

on  appropriations  tor  completion  and  foi^ 
nitsre  of  New  York  cnstont-house       .  SOS 

on  appropriations  for  new  fomitun  in  the 
President's  House  .  906 

on  striking  out  the  appropriation  fora  Bli- 
nister  to  Mexico  .  306 

on  reducing  the  compensation  of  pest- 
masters  ....  306 
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CO.xaRESS. 

MoMDiT,  December  7,  1340- 
Tais  being  tbe  day  set  apart  by  the  Conf^tifntion 

for  the  meeting  of  Congress,  the  followipg  S«natprs 

appeared  in  their  seats: 
JMessrs.  Allen,  Benton,  FucnANAN,  Crittem- 

DEH,  FVLTON,  HoNTINaOOM,   LlJlH,  LsMPKIIt,  PoB- 

m,  Parans',  Smith  of  la  ,  STtmaBON,  TiNAN, 
Wail,  Wright,  Yotjua. 

Ai  12  oVloclr,  tbe  Secsetirt,  in  the  ab:^ence  of 
the  presidiog  offi^r,  called  the  Senate  to  order,  and 
there  being  no  qnorvm  prcent. 

On  iQOiioh  of  Mr.  Wbioht,  the  Senate  aijjoorn- 
ed  uaiil  to>morr>>w  at  12  o'clock. 

nOUjIfi  Or  RBPRE^BNTATIVG^. 

At  12  o'eleek,  tbe  freiKBR  called  the  Hoase  to 
ordtr. 

The  Clerk  then  called  th.i  roll  by  Slate?,  when 
tbelblloving  gentlemen  answered  to  their  names, 
vii: 

M*iMB.— Messrs.  Ilagh  J.  Anderson,  Naihan 
Clifford,  Benjamin  Rindall,  and  Albert  Smith. 

Ntw  Hampsiiirr. — Messrs.  Charles  Q.  Ather- 
ton,  Ira  A.  Eastman,  and  Jarcd  W-  Williams. 

MtssicnnsETTs. — Messrr.  John  duincy  Adams, 
Oimyn  Batter,  Levi  Lincoln,  William  Parmeot«r, 
and  Henry  WUIiam". 

Rh.  dg  IsLiKO.— Messrs.  Robert  6.  Cranston  and 
Jcseph  L.  1  i'linghas*. 

Connecticot. — Messrs.  Thomas  B  0;,bome  and 
Jcscph  Trumbnll. 

Vermokt — Me-'^n.  Horace  Everett,  Hiland 
Hall,  William  Slade,  and  John  Siiith. 

New  Yokk. — Mf.<-5r«. DavidP. Be«rsfer,Ama«a 
Datia,  I^ebemiah  H  lilarl,  Juhn  Ely,  John  Fine, 
Francis  Granger,  Augustus  C.  Hand,  Thomas  B. 
Jackson,  Charles  Johnston,  N^ihaniel  Jones,  Gou- 
Ttraenr  Kemble,  Janiei,  Monroe,  Lnihcr  C.  Peck, 
John  II-  Pren  i«s,  David  Russell, Theron  R.  Strong, 
and  Pr-ter  J.  Wagnu 

New  Jbrset. — Messrs.  Joseph  F.  Randolph  and 
Peler  D.  Vioom. 

PENivbYLVANiA. — Mea^rs.  William  Beatiy,  James 
Cooper,  Edwaid  Da  vies,  Toseph  Fi>rn«jice,Tnoihas 
H<niy,  Eoos  Houk,  George  M.  ICeim,  Isaac  Leet, 
Samuel  W.  Morri»,  George  McCailoch,  William 
Simontc.n,  George  W.  Toland,  and  D^vid  D. 
Wagener. 

Martland.— Mr.  Daniel  Jenifer. 

Virqinu. — Mc^sfs.  Robert  Craig,  Geor-'e  W. 
Hopkiu",  Robt.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Spetktr,  William 
Ijica«,  Green  B.  Samuels,  Lewis  Sicccrod,  and 
John  Taliaferro. 

NoKTH  Carolina— Messrs.  Kenncih  Rajner 
and  Lrwis  Williams. 

Sooth  Cab-^lina.— Mr.  Thomas  D.  Snmpifr. 

Kbmtockt. — Messrs.  Lian  Boyd,  Wi:li>>  Green, 
Birhard  Hawes,  and  Joseph  R.  Underwood. 

TENNES'ifiE  — Vlessrs.  John  Bell,  Julius  W. 
Blackvetli,  Jolin  W.  Crockett,  Cave  Johnson,  Abr;.- 
bAm  McCiellan,  Ilirvey  M  WaitersiT,  aud  Chris- 
topher H.  Williams. 

Ohio. — Messrf.  William  Key  Bon-1,  Alexander 
Bancait,  Patrick  Q.  Quod^,  Juhn  Hastiig<,  Dani<-I 
P  Leadbeiter,  Samion  Mason,  Willjam  Medill, 
Calvary  Mortis,  Isaac  Paitisb,  Joseph  Ridgway, 
and  George  Swency. 

IicDiANA. — Mesv^.  John  W.  Davu",  George  II. 
Pioffil,  James  Rarid  n,  an  J  Thomas  Smi  h. 

Ilunoij. — Mr.  ZidckCaspy, 

MissouAi.-^Mr.  Juhii  7-tillfr. 

The  following  gentlemen  elected  to-  flII  the  va- 
cancies occasioned  by  the  resignation  and  death  of 
former  members,  were  then  announced  and  teve- 
Tklljr  took  the  osmI  oalh;  viz: 


Mr.  Charles  McClork,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Robert  C.  WiNrnaop,  of  Massaebasetls. 

JcREMiAn  Morrow,  of  Ohio. 

HcNRr  S.  Lane,  of  Indiana. 

William  W.  BoAaDM.AN,  of  Connccticat. 

NicnoiAs  B.  Doe,  of  New  York. 

John  B.  Thompson,  of  Kentucky. 
Tbe  Speaker  ihen  counted  the  Ilonse,  and  itere 
bsing  no  (}uorum, 

At  ten  minutesi  past  twelve,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Lewis  Williams, 
The  He  use  adjourned. 


SENATE. 

Tuesoay,  December  8,  IfHO. 

At  12  oVIock,  ihe  Hon.  W.  R.  Kino,  President 
pro  ttmiion,  railed  the  Senate  to  order,  and  it  being 
ascertained  ihat  there  was  not  a  quorum  present. 

On  mcti'.^n  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Indiana,  the  Senate 
adjonrned  until  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

In  additiem  to  those  where  names  trere  given 
yesterday,  we  noticed  the  following  Senators  in  at- 
tendance: Messrs.  Clat  of  Kentncky,  Kino, 
Merhick,  Nortbll,  and  Robinson. 

irOnsE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

After  the  joomal  of  yesterday  had  -been  read, 
and  it  appearing  thereflrom  that  the  House  had  ad- 
journed for,  want  of  a  quorum. 

The  Speaker  directed  the  Clerk  to  call  over  the 
names  of  the  absentee!:;  which  being  done,  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  re>p<mded,  viz: 

From  MA'SACHUsarxs. — Messrs.  George  N. 
Brisigs  and  William  B.  Calhoun. 

CuNNEcTicur. — Messrs.  Truman  Smith  and 
Thoroai  W.  Wiliianjs. 

Ynim  NT.— Mr.  Isaac  Fletcher. 

Nkw  YonK.^Messr.«.  Daniel  D.  Barnard.Tiiomas 
C.  Ciiuenden  John  C.  Claih,  Millard  Fillmore,  Siih 
M.  Gates,  Qonverceur  Kcmblr>,  Meredith  Mallor}, 
Richard  P.  Marvin,  Charles  F.  Mitchell,  James 
De  La  Muntanyn,  and  Edward  Rodgsrs. 

New  Jerskt — ^r.  Joseph  Kille. 

PenNsyLVAKiA — Messrs.  John  Davis,  John  Gal- 
braiih,  James  Gerry,  AibTl  G.Marchand,  Charles 
Naylor,  Peer  Newbard,  and  John  Sergeant. 

Marvlawd — Me!«rs.  Salomon  Hillen,  Francis 
Thomas,  and  Philip  F.  Thomas. 

ViaotxiA  — AndretV  Bfirne,  Jubn  fiill,  and  Jo< 
seph  Johnson. 

North  Caroliwa  —Messrs.  William  Montgo- 
mery and  Charles  Shepard. 

SoDTii  Carolina  —Messrs.  Sampson  H.  En  ler 
an  1  J.hn  K.  Oriifia. 

KcNTCCKT — M<!ssrs.  Landatr  W.  Andrew-sGar- 
ret  Di\)U,  Philip  Triplett,  and  John  White. 

Tr.NiiBs.«SE. — Messrs.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Wil- 
liam B.  Campbell,  MeredLh  P.  Gi'n'ry,  and  Hop- 
kins L.  Torney. 

Oiiu. — Mec*rf.  Jonathan  Taylor  and  John  B. 
Wcllcr. 

LooibiANA  — Mr.  Thomas  W.  Chinn. 

Indiana — ^Messrs.  John  Carr  aad.Will'am  W. 
Wick. 

Ml^slsslPPl  — ^Mr.  Alb-rt  G-  Brown. 

iLLiNris. — Mr.  John  T.  Stuart 

ALtBiMA.— Mr.  Reoben  Chapman. 

Mistuoar. — Mr.  John  Jameson. 

Arkansas. — Mr.  Ed«ard  Cross. 

MicHiQAN. — Mr.  Isaac  E.  Crary. 

Florida  — Mr.  Chane»  Oowniog. 

Mr.  Dodge,  D^-le;ate  from  Iowa,  and  Mr.  Dbrr, 
Dtlegate  from  Wi&konsin,  were  then  duly  qnali- 
ii'd,  and  took  their  seat*. 

There  being  now  a  qaorom, 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Taliaferro,  it  was 
Rtuhtd,  That  a  committee  b«  appaiDted  on  the 
part  of  ihis  House,  to  join  such  <;ommittee  asmay 
be  appoinied  on  the  part  of  the  Seiiate,  iq  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  infeim 
him  that  a  quoram  of  the  two  House*  is  asfem- 
bled,  and  that  Congress  is  now  rea'Sy  to  receire 
any  commanicatinn  be  may  he  p'.eased  to  oake. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  TALiarcBito  and  Mr.  Cavb 
Johnson  were  appointed  the  said  commit'.ee  on 
tbe  pan  of  the  House. 
Mr.  Taliapbroo  also  offered  the  following: 
Ordtrtd,  That  a  mFs^3gc  be  sent  to  the  Senate, 
informing  that  body  iiat  a  quorum  of  the  Hoase 
of  Representatives  i^  assembled,  and '  Ibat  the 
H'.iuteis  ready  to  -proceed  to  business. 

AnOT.lTION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  AnaMsgave  notice  that  be  wotild  on  to- 
morrow move  to  rescind  the  2bt  rule  of  the  House 
adopted  on  tbe  23ih  of  January  last;  which  is  as 
follows: 

"No  petition,  memorial,  refolntioo,  or  other  pa« 
per  pra>ing  ilie  alHiHiion  of  slavery  in-tbe  Distiiet 
of  (Columbia,  or  asy  State  or  Territory,  or  the 
slave  trar^e  between  the  States  or  Territories  of  tbe 
United  States,  in  which  it  now  ezitris,  shall  here- 
veived  by  this  House,  or  entertained  hi  any  way 
whatever." 

Mr.  Caset  observed,  that  he  had  Just  learned 
there  was  no  qa^iom  preseiit  io  tbe  Senate;  and, 
«s  there  wi>Qld  probably  be  Done  today, he  would 
move  that  the  House  vt^oum. 

And,  at  half-past  twelve,  p.  m. 
■The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATP, 
WEOSESPiV,  Dect-mber  !),J840. 
The  Senate  WAsealled  to  ordir  by  the  Hon.  W. 
R.  Kino,  President  pro  temport,  when  ihs  following 
Senators  af.p;ared  in  ibcir  placts: 

MAINE. 
Mr.  BUGOLBS. 

NEW  lIAMPSniR'": 

Mr.  IIOBBAHD,  Mr.  Pierce. 

MA9SACniI3ETTS. 

Mr.  Davis. 

VBRXOMT. 

Mr.  PnENTiss, 

coNNEcrrictrr. 

Mr.  IIVNttNOTON. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 
Mr.  Knight,  Mr.  Dixon. 

NEW  VORK. 

Mt.  WaitiHT. 

NBW  JERSBT. 

Mr.  Wall. 

PENNSVLVANIA. 

Mr.  BOCHANAN,  Mr.  STDBOEONt 

PELAWARE. 

Mr.  Clattok. 

MARYLAND. 

Mr.  Mehoick. 

GEORGIA. 

Mr.  Lumpkin. 

AtiABAUA. 

Mr.  Kita,  Mr.  Clay. 

KENr.rrKY. 
Mr.  Clat,  Mr,  Cmttbitdkh. 

onto. 
Mr.  Ai.LKN,  Mr.  Tappah. 

nmiAMa. 
Mr.  Smva. 

ILLINOIS. 

Mr.  RoBiNSOK,  Mr.  TuOMo. 

Mississippi,  ^ 

Mr.  Hendgrso.v. 

MISSOURL 

Mr.  Bbnton,  Mr.  Luui. 

ARKANSAS. 
Mr.  Sevier,  Mr.  Foltow. 

MKinOAN. 

Mr.  Norvell,  Mr.  Port|!b., 

The  Hon,  Willie  F.  Makqum  elected  by  the 
LcglKla'ure  of  Notih  Carolina  a  Senator  from  tha 
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»,  for  (he  onrspiied  term  oeeadftaed  by  the  re- 
aiguiion  «r  the  Hon.  Bcoporo  Brown,  apjeared, 
mm  qulificd,  and  took  bis  aeat  ia  ibe  Benate. 

Mr<  FULTON  sabniiied  the  following  resoln* 
tkm,  whieh  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Ruohnd,  That  a  message  be  seal  to  the  House 
of  Bepreaeniatires,  informing  tliat  body  that  a 
qnonimof  the  Srnat*  is  asBembled,  and  that  tbey 
are  ready  to  proeted  to  basioess. 

A  neasage  was  received  from  the  House  of  Re- 
pnanlalives,  siatiag  that  a  qaomm  of  that  body 
WIS  awsmbted,  and  were  ready  ts  proceed  to 
biubieu. 

A  message  was  also  reoei^  ftom  the  Hoose  of 
Bepreaeatatires,  staiiag  that  tbey  bad  passed  the 
foliowiag  joint  reeolaiion: 

Bttobted,  That  a  oommitiee  be  appointed  on  the 
nurt  of  Ibis  Hoase,to  |oin  such  eommittte  as  may 
M  araoibted  on  tbe  put  of  (he  Senate,  to  wait  on 
tba  neridcnt  of  the  Uoiied  States,  and  inform 
Urn  that  a  qaomm  of  the  two  Hontes  is  asfrm- 
bled,  and  that  Congress  is  now  ready  receive  any 
CMnmaaioation  be  may  be  pleased  to  make. 
>MAnd  ibai  Mr.  TAUAmao  and  Mr.  Catb  John- 
son were  appointed  the  said  committee  on  the 
part  of  tbe  Honse, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIOHT  the  menage  of 
die  Hotise  was  eonevrred  in;  wherenpon  Messrs. 
WaiOBT  and  HiTvnNaooN  were  appointed  tbe  com- 
Bfttee  on  tbe  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LUMHIIN offered  the  foHowiag  resolotion; 
wbieh  was  coi»idered  and  agreed  to: 

Btmhtd,  That  eadt  Seoator  be  supplied  daring 
tbe  prnent  seesion  with  three  *aeh  newspapers 
printed  in  any  of  tbe  Slates  as  he  may  choose;  pro- 
Tided  the  same  be  faraisbed  at  tht  usaal  rate  for 
Ibe  anamt  diarge  for  snob  newspapers;  and  pro- 
aided  that,  if  any  Senaior  shall  choose  lo  take  any 
newspaper  other  than  daily  paperF,  he  shall  be 
BOppliea  trith  as  many  sach  papers  as  shall  not  ex- 
ooed  the  price  of  three  daily  papers. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  offered  the  following 
resolntion;  which  was  coD&idered  and  agrerd  to: 

Setelwd,  1  hat  tbe  34th  mle  of  the  Senate  be  ro 
faTsaq>ended  that  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Se- 
nate shall  appoint,  for  the  present  session,  the  mrm- 
beit  of  all  Ibostanding  committees,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  tbe  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
ineice;  and  that  tbe  Senate  shall,  prerioasly  lo  sach 
appointment,  elect  by  ballot,  the  chairman  of  that 
eimotitiee, 

A  message  was  received  ih>m  the  Hoase  of  Re- 
preatntatiTeF,  atating  that  it  had  passed  a  resolation 
for  tbe  election  of  two  Chaplains  of  different  dtno- 
minalions,  to  officiate  alternately  in  either  branch 
of  Congress  daring  tbe  present  cession,  and  asking 
tbe  conearrence  of  tbe  Senate  therein. 

Mr.  WRIQHT,  from  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 
pointad  te  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
Siatea,  and  inform  him  that  a  qaoram  of  the  two 
Hoases  had  assembled,  and  were  ready  to  receive 
any  communications  he  might  be  pleated  to  make, 
reported  that  they  bad  performed  that  daqr,  and 
that  tbe  Presideni  had  replied  that  be  wonld  im- 
mediately make  a  oommonicaiion  to  ibem  in 
writing. 

MBS3AOB  OF  THE  PRBSIDBNT. 
The  following  nMsaaf*  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  received  by  Blr.  Vim  Bobcn,  his 
Private  Seoetaryi 

AilMo-sWMM^rtts  SMel* 

and  Boutt  ^  UtfmentaAva : 
Oar  devo«t  gnuiinde  is  dae  to  tbe  Soprcme  Be- 
ing for  having  gradoosly  eontinaed  lo  oar  beloved 
eoantryidtroaghihevieisritadesof  another  year, 
the  iwaloable  Uessings  of  bealib,  plenty,  and 
peace.  Seldom  baa  this  favored  land  been  soge- 
aerally  enrnpted  tttm  tbe  ravages  bf  disease,  or 
the  labor  of  the  hasboadmanmorc  amply  reward- 
ed; and  never  bdinre  btve  oar  relations  with  other 
eoontries  been  placed  on  a  more  favorable  basis 
than  ibat  which  they  sofaappQy  occnpy  at  ibiseriti- 
eal  oonjanetare  in  the  affairs  of  the  world.  A  ri-  ' 
g>d  and  petwrering  abstinence  from  all  intei^er- 
ence  wilhtbe  domestic  and  political  relaUons  of 


other  States,  alike  dae  lo  ih«  genias  and  distinc- 
tive character  of  oar  Oovernment  and  lo  the  prin- 
ciples by  nrhich  itis  dirrcled;a  faithful  observance, 
in  the  management  of  oar  foreign  relations,  of  the 
practice  of  speaking  plainly,  (<ealing  jostty,  and 
reqairing  troth  and  jqstics  in  retnrn,  as  tbe  best 
conservatives  of  the  peace  of  nations;  a  strict  im> 
partiality  in  oar  manirestations  of  fiiendsh-p,  in 
Ibe  commercial  privileges  we  concede,  and  those 
we  require  from  others:  these,  accompanied  by  a 
dispotition  as  prompt  tn  ma'niain,  in  every  emer- 
gency, oar  own  rights,  as  we  rea  from  principle 
averse  to  tbe  invasion  of  those  of|o!hers,  have  given 
to  our  coantry  and  Qovcrnment  a  standing  in 
the  grtat  Tamily  of  nations,  of  which  we  have  just 
cause  lo  be  prond,  and  the  adviniagfs  of  which 
are  experienced  by  our  cilizenn  througboat  every 
portion  of  the  earth  t>  which  their  entrrprising 
and  adventurous  spirit  may  carry  them.  Few,  if 
any,  remain  insensible  to  the  valoe,  of  oar  friend- 
ship, or  ignorant  of  tbe  ierm«  on  which  it  can  be 
acquired,  and  by  which  it  can  alone  b«  p;e- 
served. 

A  series  of  questions  of  long  standing,  diffinnlt 
in  ibfir  adjustment,  and  important  in  their  conse- 
quences, in  which  lb:  rights  of  our  ciiia^ns  and 
tbe  honor  of  tbe  coantry  were  deeply  involved, 
have,  in  the  courre  of  a  few  years,  (ibe  most  of 
them  during  the  sucoetfal  administration  of  my 
immediate  predecestor,)  been  brought  to  a  satis- 
factory conclusion;  au'I  tbe  most  important  of  those 
remaining  are,  1  am  happy  to  believe,  in  a  .Jair 
w»y  of  being  ipeedily  and  satisfactorily  ad- 
justed. 

With  all  the  powers  of  the  world  our  relations 
are  those  of  honorable  peace.  Since  yoar  adjourn- 
ment, nothing  serious  has  occurred  to  interrupt 
or  threaten  this  desirable  harmony.  If  cloqds  have 
lowerrd  above  the  otbtr  hemisphere,  they  hare  not 
cast  their  portentous  shadowi  upon  onr  happy 
chores.  Boand  by  no  entangling  alliances,  yet 
linked  by  a  common  natare  and  interest  wiihthe 
other  nations  of  mankind,  our  aspirations  are  for 
the  prestrvation  of  peace,  in  whose  solid  and  civil- 
izing triumphs  all  may  participate  with  a  generous 
emalation.  Yet  it  behooves  us  to  be  prepared  for 
any  event,  and  to  be  always  ready  to  maintain  hose 
jait  and enlightcnpd  principles  of  na'ional  inter- 
course, for  which  this  Qovernment  has  ever  con- 
tended. In  the  shock  of  contending  empires,  it  is 
only  by  assuming  a  resolnie  bearing,  and  clothing 
themselves  with  dercnsive  armor,  that  neutral  na- 
tions can  miiniain  their  independent  rights. 

The  exciement  which  grew  oat  of  the  territorial 
controversy  between  the  United  Slates  and  Great 
Britain  having  in  a  preat  meataie  subsided,  it  is 
hoped  that  a  favorable  ptrind  is  approaching  for 
Is  ftnal  settlement.  Both  Governments  mast  now 
be  convinced  of  the  dangers  with  which  tbe  ques- 
tion is  fraaght;  and  it  must  be  their  df  sire,  a^  it  is 
heir  interest,  that  ibis  perpetaal  cause  of  irritation 
should  be  removed  as  speedily  as  practicable.  In 
my  last  {annual  message  you  were  informed  that 
the  proposition  lor  a  commission  of  exploration  and 
survey  promised  by  Great  Britain  bad  been  re- 
ceived, and  that  a  counter  project,  inclnding  also  a 
provision  for  the  certain  and  final  adjustment  of 
tbe  limits  in  dispute,  was  then  before  the  Br.tith 
Government  for  its  confiieraiion.  The  answer  of 
that  Oovernmeni,  accrmpanied  by  additional 
proposidons  of  its  own,  was  received,  through 
Its  minister  here,  since  your  separation.  These 
were  promptly  considered;  such  ;s  were 
deemed  correct  in  principle,  and  consijieni 
with  a  due  regard  to  the  jnst  rights  of  the 
United  Slates  and  of  the  State  ol' Maine,  concarred 
in;  and  the  reasons  for  dissenting  from  the  residue, 
with  an  additional  suggestion  on  our  part,  commu- 
nicated by  the  Secretary  of  State  lo  Mr.  Fox.  That 
Minister,  not  freling  himself  sufficiently  inslmeled 
upon  some  of  the  points  raided  in  the  discussion, 
frli  it  to  be  his  duty  to  refer  the  matter  to  his  own 
Government  for  its  further  decision.  Having  now 
been  for  some  time  under  its  advisement,  a  speedy 
answer  may  be  confidently  expected.  From  the 
eharacter  of  the  points  still  in  difference,  and  the 
andoabted  difposition  of  both  parties  to  bring  the 
matitr  to  an  early  conclusion,  I  lopk  with  entire 
confidence  to  a  prompt  and  satisfactory  termina- 
tion of  Ibe  n^oliatioB.  Three  commissioners  were 


appointed  shortly  after  the  adjoamment  of  Con- 
gres«,  under  tba  act  of  the  last  session  providing 
for  the  exploration  and  survey  of  the  line  which 
reparatFS  tbe  States  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire 
from  the  British  Provinces;  they  have  been  ac- 
tively employed  until  their  progrc^ss  was  it^ierrupted 
by  the  inclemency  of  the  season,  and  will  resume 
their  labors  as  soon  as  practicable  in  the  easning 
year. 

It  is  understood  that  their  re.cpective  ezamina- 
tirns  will  throw  ne«r  light  upon  the  safb)eei  in  con- 
troversy, and  serve  to  remove  any  etroneoos  im- 
pressions which  may  have  been  made  elsewliers 
prrjidicial  to  tht  rights  of  the  United'  States.  It 
was  among  other  rearon',  with  a  view  of  prevent- 
ing the  embiarra^saienis  which,  in  our  peculiar  sys- 
tem of  goverament,  impede  and  complicate  nego- 
tiations involving  the  territorial  rights  of  a  Slate, 
that  I  thongbt  it  my  dnty,  as  von  have  be?n  in- 
formed on  a  previous  occasion^  to  propose  lo  Ibe 
British  Government,  t>irongh  its  Minister  at 
Washington,  that  early  s'eps  should  b«  takiui  to 
adjust  the  points  of  diffierence  on  tbe  line  of 
boundary  from  tbe  entrance  of  Lake  Super  or  to 
IhR  moil  northwestern  point  of  the  Lake  of  liie 
Woods,  by  the  arbitration  of  a  friendly  power,  in 
conformity  with  the  sereath  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent.  No  answer  has  yet  been  reinmed  by  Ibe 
British  Govemmont  to  this  proposition. 

With  Austria,  France,  Prussia,  Bttssia,  and  the 
remaining  powers  of  Europe,  I  am  happy  to  in- 
form you  our  relations  c:niinae  to  be  of  the  most 
friendly  character.  With  Belgium,  a  treaty  of 
commerce  and  navisation,  based  upon  liberal  piin- 
ciples  of  reciprocity  and  equality,  was  consladed  in 
March  last,  and  having  been  ratified  by  the  Bel- 
gian Government,  will  be  duly  laid  before  tbe  Se- 
nate. It  is  a  subject  of  congratulation  that  it  pro- 
vides for  the  satisfactory  a-'jurtmeot  of  a  long 
standing  question  of  controversy,  thus  removing  the 
only  obstatrle  which  could  obstruct  tbe  friendly  and 
mutually  advantageous  intercourse  between  the 
two  nations.  A  messenger  bas  been  despatched 
wi>h  the  Hanoverian  trea'y  to  Berlin,  where,  ac- 
cording to  stipulation,  the  rati£cations  are  to  be 
exchanged.  I  am  happy  to  announce  to  you  that, 
aAer  many  delays  and  difficulties,  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce and  navigation  between  the  United  States 
and  Portugal,  was  conc'uded  and  signed  at  Lisbon 
ou  tbe  2Cth  of  August  last,  by  the  pleoipoten'iaries 
of  Ibe  two  Governments.  Its  stipulations  are 
founded  upon  those  principles  of  mutual  liberaUiy 
and  advantage  which  the  United  States  have  al- 
vay<  sought  to  make  the  ba^is  of  their  ir.lereourse 
with  foreign  powers;  and  it  is  hoped  they  will  tend 
lo  foster  and  strengthen  ihe  commercial  iniereonrse 
of  the  two  cauntries. 

Under  tbe  appropriation  of  tbe  la^t  sersion  of 
Congress,  an  agent  bat  been  sent  to  Germany,  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  the  interests  of  our  to- 
bacco trade. 

The  commissioners  appinted  aoder  Ihe  conven- 
tion for  the  adjustment  ef  claims  of  citizens  of 
the  United  Stales  upon  Mexico  having  met  and 
organized  at  Washington,  in  August  las',  the  pa- 
pers in  the  possession  of  the  GKivernmeni,  relating 
to  those  claiin^,  were  commnn'cated  lo  Ihe  board. 
Toe  cl.\ims  not  embraced  by  that  convention  are 
now  the  subject  of  negotiation  between  Ihe  two 
Governments,  through  the  medium  of  oar  Minister 
at  Mexico. 

Nothing  has  ocearred  to  dis'orb  the  harmony  of 
oar  relations  with  the  different  Governments  of 
South  America.  I  regret,  however,  to  be  obliged 
to  inform  yoa  that  the  claims  of  oar  citizens  upon 
the  late  Republic  of  Cdlombia  have  not  yet  been 
satirfied  by  Ihe  separate  Governments  into  whfch  it 
ha*  been  leiolved. 

The  Charge  d'Affaires  at  Brazil  having  expressed 
the  intention  of  his  Government  not  lo  prolong  the 
treaty  ef  1838,  it  will  cea?e  to  ba  obligatory  upon 
either  party  on  the  13ih  day  of  December,  1841, 
when  the  ettenstve  commercial  iniercoorse  be- 
tween Ibe  United  States  and  that  vast  empire  will 
no  longer  be  regalated  by  express  siipulaiions. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  communicate  to  yon 
that  the  Qovernment  of  Chili  has  entered  into  an 
agreement  to  indemnify  Ihe  claimants  in  the  ease 
of  Ihe  Macedonian,  for  Ameriean  pn^riy  aeiied 
in  1819;  and  lo  add,  thai  information  has  also  been 
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icceired  which  jotitifira  the  bo|i«  of  an  early  ad- 
jostmeat  of  ibe  lemaioin^  clainu  upon  that  Ouvern- 
menL 

The  eomraUsioBers  appointed  in  pnisoanee  of 
the  eoDTCBiion  between  ihe  United  States  »nd 
Texas,  for  marlciog  the  buandarjr  between  them, 
ha*e,  aoeordiog  lo  the  la'-t  report  received  fiom  oar 
coffinflssior.er,  surveyed  and  established  the 
whole  extent  of  boondary  north  along  the 
weslrrm  bank  of  The  Sabine  rirer,  from  its  en- 
trance iaio  the  Golf  of  Mexico  to  the  ihitty-&c- 
cond  degree  of  north  laiilode.  The  commifsion 
adjonroed  on  the  l&h  of  Jane  last,  to  reassemble 
on  the  Ut  of  Noventer,  for  the  pnrpone  of  esta- 
blhhing  aecnrately  the  inlerteciiun  of  the  thirty- 
second  degree  of  latitude  with  the  western  bank  of 
Ibe  Sabine,  and  the  meridian  line  ihenee  'o  Red 
river.  It  is  presumed  that  the  work  will  be  con- 
cluded in  the  piesent  season. 

Tne  present  sound  coadliion  oi  their  finances, 
and  the  success  with  which  em^arrxstnunls  in  re 
gard  to  them,  at  timts  apparently  in»uraioaatsble, 
have  been  ovtrcome,  are  mat  ets  oprn  which  the 
people  and  the  Go-ernment  of  the  United  Suies 
may  well congratu'ate  ihemKlvu.  An  oveifloc- 
ing  Treasury,  however  it  may  be  regarded  as  an 
evidence  of  public  prefp.>iity,  is  seldom  conducive 
t4>  ih«  permanent  welfare  of  any  people;  and  ex- 
perience has  demonstrated  its  imoompatibiliiy  wii.'i 
the  salniary  action  of  political  institntions  'ike 
ibcee  cf  the  United  Slates.  Our  safest  reliance  for 
financial  efficiency  and  independence  ba«,  on  the 
C3ntrary,  been  found  to  exist  in  ample  resoorcss 
onencambcred  wiib  debt;  and,  in  thi<  respect,  the 
Federal  Covemmcnt  occupies  a  singulaily  fortn- 
Bate  and  truly  envLibSe  position. 

When  I  entered  upon  the  dieharge  of  my^offi- 
eial  duties  in  March,  1837,  the  act  for  the  disiri- 
baiuMi  of  the  surplus  revenue  was  in  a  ceorse 
of  rapid  execation.  Nearly  twenty  eight  miUious 
of  dollars  of  the  pnblic  moneys  were,  in  pursaan^e 
of  its  proviiionn,  deposited  with  the  S  ates  in 
the  months  of  January,  April,  and  July,  of  that 
year.  In  May  there  oecnrred  a  goneial  sos- 
pensoo  of  ipccie  paymeotsby  the  banks,  incinJing, 
.with  very  few  exception",  thnse  in  which  the  pub- 
lie  moneys  were  deposited,  and  upon  whose 
fidelity  the  Qovsrnment  had  unfoi  lunttely  made 
itself  dependent  for  ihd  revenues  wh-ch  had  been 
eolK-c'sd  from  the  petp^e,  and  were  iid spendable 
to  the  public  service  This  suspension,  and  the 
excesKS  in  banking  and  commerce  out  of  which 
it  arose,  and  which  were  grea'ly  aggrava  el  by  its 
oeeorrence,  made,  to  a  great  exirai,  unavailalrle 
the  principal  part  of  the  public  money  then  on 
hai  d;  saspcnded  the  collection  of  many  mi'lions 
aeeraingon  m;rchanl>'  bonds,  nod  greatly  reduced 
the  revenue  arising  from  customs  and  the  pnblic 
linds.  These  effects  have  continued  lo  opera'.e,  in 
virions  degrees, to  the  nresent  period)  and, in  adUi- 
lion  to  the  dccreate  in  toe  revenue  thus  piodnced, 
two  and  a  half  millions  of  dutie.'i  have  been  relin- 
qoisbed  by  two  biennial  reductions  nni!e<'  the  act 
of  1833| and  probably  a:  much  more  upon  the  im- 
ponationofiron  for  railroads,  by  special  lejisla- 
lion. 

Whilst  such  has  been  our  condition  for  the 
last  four  years  in  relation  to  revenue,  we  have, 
during  the  .'ame  period,  been  subject  d  to  aa  un- 
avoklable  contionance  of  larg:  extraordinary  ex- 
penses necessarily  prowing  out  of  past  transac- 
tions, aad  which  esonld  not  be  imm>diitcly  ar- 
rested without  fjeat  prejudice  ,to  the  poblift  inte- 
re  t.  Of  these,  the  cha-gc  upnn  th;:  Tres  wy,  in 
con^uence  of  the  Cherokee  treaiy  alone,  wiboui 
.  advertiog  lo  others  ari>iog  oat.oi  Indian  Ireaiies, 
has  alieady  exceeded  five  mill  ons  ofdoIVs;  ihai 
for  the  prosecution  of  measures  for  the  removal  of 
die  Seminole  Indians,  which  were  found  in  pro- 
gress:, has  been  nearly  fourteen  millions;  and  the 
publ.e  buildings  have  required  the  unusual  &uffl  of 
iteatly three  mlUens. 

It  affords  me,  however,  great  pleasure  to  be  able 
to  >ay,  that,  from  tne  commencement  of  this  pe- 
riod to  ihs  present  day,  every  demand  npon  the 
Qovernicent,  at  home  or  abroad,  has  been  prompt- 
ly met.  This  has  k  en  done,  not  only  w  iibcut  cr<  - 
atisg  a  peimaneat  debt,  or  a  resort  to  addiiioual 
taxation  in  an?  foim,  bat  in  the  midst  of  a  steadily. 
ptugretsive  redaction  of  exirting  bun'en'  upon  the 


people,  leaving  still  a  considerable  ba'anee  of  I 
available  .funds  which  will  lemaio  in  the  Treasury 
at  Ibe  end  of  the  year.  The  »nv>I'  amonnt  of 
Treasury  notes,  doI  exceeding  four  and  a  half  niit- 
Hons  of  dollar.",  still  outstanding,  ond  less  by  twen- 
ty-three millions  than  the  United  States  have  in  de- 
posile  wiih  the  Sta'es,  is  eompi)sed  of  such  only  as 
are  not  yet  dne,  or  have  net  been  presented  for 
payment.  They  may  be  redeemed  out  of  Ihe  ae- 
evniog  revenue,  if  the  expenditures  do  not  exceed 
the  amonnt  within  which  tbey  may,  it  is  thought, 
be  kept  without  prejudice  to  Ibe  pnblie  interest,  and 
the  revenue  shall  prove  lo  be  aa  large  as  may  justly 
be  anticipated. 

Among  the  reflections  arising  from  the  contem- 
plation of  there  circumstances,  one,  not  Ihe  least 
gratifying,  is  ihe  consciousness  that  Ibe  Govern- 
ment had  the  resolution  and  the  ability  to  adhere, 
in  every  emergeEcy,  to  the  sacred  obligations  of 
law;  to  execute  all  its  contracts  according  to  ihe 
requirementsof  the  Constitution,  and  thus  to  pre- 
sent, when  mo.st  needed,  a  rallying  point  by  which 
the  Easiness  of  the  whole  country  might  be  brought 
back  to  a  safe  and  unvarying  stanilard— a  re<ii>lt 
.vitally  important  as  well  to  the  interests  as  to  the 
muraU  of  the  people.  There  can  surely  now  be 
no  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  lo  the  in- 
e%1cnlable  evils  that  would  have  ariten  if  the 
Government,  at  that  critical  moment,  had  suf- 
fered itself  to  be  deterred  from  npholding 
the  only  true  standard  of  value,  either  by 
the  pressure  of  adverse  cireumilances  or  the 
violence  of  unmerited  deaunciaficn.  Tiie  manner 
in  which  the  penp'e  sustained  the  perfurmanee  of 
this  duty  was  highly  honorable  to  their  fortitude 
and  patriotism.  It  cannot  fail  to  stimulate  their 
agents  lo  adhere,  under  all  circumstances,  lo  the 
line  of  duty;  and  to  sstisfy  them  of  the  safety  with 
which  a  conr^e  really  light,  and  demanded  by  a  fi- 
nancial crisi",  may,  in  a  conmnnity  like  oms,  be 
pursued,  however  appartntly  Ecvere  its  immediate 
operation. 

The  policy  of  ihe  Federal  Govemiqent,  in  extin* 
gui.vhiBg  as  rapidly  as  possible  the  national  debt, 
and,  subsequently,  in  resisting  every  temptation  lo 
create  a  new  one.  deserves  to  be  regarded  in  Ihe 
same  faverahle  light.    Among  the  m^iny  objections 
to  a  national  deb',  the  certain  tendency  of  pnblic 
securities  to  coneea'rate  ultimately  in  thie  eoffjts  of 
foreign  s'pckbolt'ers,  is  one  wh:ch  is  every  day 
gathering  strength.    Already  have  the  resonrres  of 
many  ol  the  States,  and  the  future  industry  of  iheir 
ci  ti^ns,  been  iiidefiaitKly  mortgaged  to  the  labjeels 
of  European  Governments,  to  the  amount  of  iweire 
million.s  annually,  to  pay  the  constantly  ^ee^Diog 
iniereat  on  borrox-ed  money — a  cum  exceeding  half 
the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  whole  United  States. 
ihe  pretext  which  this  relation  affords  to  foteieneis 
lo  scrutin'ze  ih2  management  of  our  domestic  af- 
fairR,  if  not  actually  to  ioUrmeildle  with  them, 
presents  a  subject  for  earntst  attention,  not  to  say 
of  seiioas  alarm.    Fortunately,  the  Federal  0.> 
veromrnt,  with  ibe  exception  of  an  obligation  en- 
tered iiiln  in  behalf  of  the  District  of  Colnmto, 
which  must  soon  be  discharged,  is  wholly  exempt 
frcm  any  such  embarrasvment.    It  is  also,  as  is  be- 
lieved, ihe  only  Government  which,  having  folly 
and  faithfully  paid  all  its  creditors,  has  also  reliev- 
ed it.'-elf  entirely  fr.  m  debt.    To  maintain  a  dis- 
tinction s->  desirable,  and  so  hcn'>rable  to  our  ni- 
'tional  chara  ter,  should  be  anobjertof  eamostroli- 
citude.  Nevershouldafieepeoplf,  if  it  b<  pe^ssilile  to 
avoid  i',  expose  themselves  lo  the  nee^essity  oi  hav^ 
iog  to  treat  of  It  e  peace,  the  honor,  or  ihe  safely  of 
the  Uepublic,  with  the  Governments  of   foreign 
creditnr!>,  who,  however  well  disposed  Ihey  may  bj 
to  cul'ivate  with  us  in  general  friendly  relations, 
are  nerenbeless,  by  the  law  of  their  own  condi- 
tion, made  hostile  to  the  success  and  permanency 
of  political  ioNiitntions  like  ours.    Most  hamiliat- 
iog  may  be  the  embarrassments  ennsrqneiK  npon 
snch  a  condition.    Ato^h-r  chjectioo,  scarcely  les« 
formiitable,  to  the  commencement  of  a  new  d«b', 
is  its  inevitable  tendency  to  increase  in  maga-tude, 
and  to  foster  national  extravagance.    He  has  been 
an  unprofitable  observer  of   events,  who  needs  at 
this  day  tj  be  admonishtd  of  the  difiitsuHies  which 
a  Government,  habitually  dependent  oa  loans  to 
stiMaiA  its  ordinary  expenditures,  has  to  enenonier 
rtfittitis  the  iiiflurnces  constantly  exert«d  in  fa- 


vor of  additioaal  loan*;  by  capitalists,  who  enrich 
themselves  bv  Government  securities  for  amovats 
much  exceeding  the  money  they  actually  advance 
— a  prnllfic  source  of  indivMnal  aggrandizemeat 
in  all  borrowing  es^nntriw;  by  stockhnldtn,  who 
seel^  their  giiins  in  iheti<e  and  fall  of  pnblio  stocks; 
and  by  the  selfish  importanitics  of  applicants  for 
appropriations  for  works  avowedly  for  the  aoeom- 
modation  of  the  pnblic,  but  the  reo)  objects  of 
which  are,  too  frequently,  the  advanceacBt  of  pri- 
vate Interests.  Tne  known  neeessiiy  whiA  so  iiM- 
ny  of  the  S  ates  will  be  under  to  impoae  taxes  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest  on  iheir  debts,  famish- 
es an  additional  and  very  cogertt  reason  why  Ihe 
Federal  Government  shonid  refrain  from  eieatiag 
a  national  debt,  by  which  the  people  would  be  ex- 
posed to  doable  Uxation  for  a  similar  object.  We 
possess  within  ourselves  ample  lesoonees  for  every 
emergen'.y;  and  we  may  be  quite  sore  that  oor 
citizen;,  in  no  future  exigency,  will  be  tmvilling 
to  supply  Ihe  Oovernmi^ni  with  all  the  noaas 
asked  for  the  elefence  of  ihe  country.  In  linae  of 
peace  there  can,  At  all  events,  be  no  joalification 
for  the  creation  of  a  permanent  debt  by  the  Federal 
Governmint.  It<  limited  range  of  oonstitnlioDal 
duties  may  certainly,  under  such  ciFcnmstanoee,  be 
performed  without  sacli  a  resort,  it  has,  it  is  seen, 
been  avoided  during  four  years  of  greater  fiscal 
difficnliies  than  have  existed  in  a  similar  periexl 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Conxtiiutirn,  and  one 
also  remaikable  for  the  occurrence  of  extimoitdi- 
nary  cawes  of  expenditure*. 

Bui  to  aeMsnmplith  so  desirable  an  object,  two 
things  nre  indispensablei  fir»i,  that  Ihe  acuonof  the 
Federal  Government  be  kept  within  the  bounda- 
ries preicribed  by  its  founders,  and,  secondly,  that 
all  appropriations  for  objec's  admitted'  to  be  oon- 
stitutiona),  and  the  expenditure  of  them  alao,  be 
subjected  to  a  standard  of  rigid  bnt  well  considered 
and  practical  economy.    The  first  depends  chiefly 
on  the  people  themselves  the  ophiioiis  they  form  of 
Ihe  true  eonstmction  of  the  Constitution,  and  the 
confidence- they  repose  in  the  political  sentiments 
of  ihom  they  select  as  their  repre^tatives  in  the 
Federal  L"gi«latnrc;    the  second  rests  npon   the 
(delity  with  wh'ch  their  more  immediate  repra- 
sentatives,  and   oiher   public  fnnctionaries,   dis- 
charge ihe  trust's  cemmiited  lo  them.    The  dtity 
ef  econom'ziog  the  expenses  of  the  pnblic  serriee 
is  admitted  on  all  hands;  yet  there  are  few  itabjects 
upon    vbich   there  exists   a-  wider  d^fferenee  of 
opinion  than  is  constantly  manifested  in  regard 
to   the    fidelity   with   which    that  dnty   is   dis- 
charged.     Neither  diversity    of   sentiment,   nor 
even    mntual   recriminations,  npoi)   a  point  in 
respect     to    which    the    public    mind    is     so 
justly  sensitive,  can  well  beentirely  avoided;  aad 
least  so  at  periods  of  great  poliiieal  ezeitcmtot. 
An  in;elligeni  people,  horn  ever,  seldom  fail  to  ar^ 
rive,  in  the  end,  at  correct  conclusions  in  such  a 
matter.    Practical  economy  in  the  management  of 
public  affairs  can  have  no  adverse  iDfinenee  to  con- 
tend with  more^wwerfol  than 'a  large  surpliu  rev^ 
nue;  aad  the  unnsuilly  large  appropnatioas  for 
1837  may,  without  doubt,  independently  of  the  ex- 
traordinary requisitions  for  the  pabUe  service giow- 
Jng  out  of  the  siat!  of  our  Indian  relations,  be,  in 
no  inconsiderable  degree,  traced  to  this  soaroe. 
The  s'tdden  and  rapid  divtribntioa  of  the  large  sur- 
plus then  in  the  Treasury,  and  Ihe  equally  sadden 
and  unprecedeniedly  severe  revulsion  in  the  eom- 
mercr  and  business  of  the  country,  pointing  with 
unerring  reruinty  lo  a  great  and  protracted  redac- 
tion of  the  revenoe,  sTnngtheaed  the  ptoptiety  of 
the  eailieji  practicable  leduciion  of  the  pablie  ex- 
penditures. 

But,  to  chaogc  akystem  operating  upon  »o  laige 
a  surface,  and  applicable  to  such  onmeroas  and  di- 
versified interests  and  objects,  waa  morethan  the 
werk  of  a  day.  The  attention  of  every  depart- 
ment of  Ihe  Government  was  immediately,  and  in 
good  faith,  directed  to  that  end;  nnd  lUs  been  so 
coatioued  to  the  present  momenL  Thecslimaies 
and  arpionriations  for  the  year  1838  (ihe  ftrat  over 
whieh  r  bad  any  conux.1)  were  somewhat  dimiaiah- 
ed  The  expenditures  e,f  1839  were  redooed  six 
miUieas  of  dollars.  Thase  of  1840,  ertlnaive  of 
disbnnemenU  for  poWic  debt  tnd  imstolaiaa,  will 
probably  noi  ejeord  iwenty-twoaadahalf  nuiiiaw; 
being  between  two  and  three  millions  less  than  tlwwe 
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«f  the  pneadiDs  year,  and  nine  or  ten  millions  lets 
ihu  moM  of  1837.  Nor  bu  it  b«en  foand  necee- 
tuj,  in  order  to  produce  this  retail,  to  resort  to  the 
fower  conferred  by  Congress,  of  pcstponinff  cei- 
tabi  olaawt  of  the  pnblie  works,  except  by  defer- 
riuf  ezptBditnres  for  a  short  period  npon  a  limited 
porlioa  of  them;  and  which  postponemrnt  terml- 
MUed  some  time  since,  at  the  moment  the  Trea- 
8«uy  Departmen(«  by  further  receipu  from  the  in- 
debted bMdcs,  beetme  fully  assured  of  iis  ability  lo 
ntcet  them  without  ptrjudice  to  tfae  pablic  terrice 
in  othet  respects.  Causes  are  in  operation  which 
will,  it  is  believed,  jnstify  a  still  funher  redaction, 
withiNit  injury  to  any  important  national  inttresi. 
The  expenses  of  sustaining  the  troops  employed  in 
Florida  have  been  gradually  and  greatly  rednced, 
through  the  persevering  efforts  of  the  War  Depatt- 
mtU;  and  •  reasotutble  hope  may  be  entertaioid  that 
the  necessity  for  military  operations  in  ibat  qoatter 
will  soon  cease.  The  removal  of  the  Indians  from 
within  our  settled  borders  is  nearly  completed.  The 
pension  list,  one  of  the  heaviest  charges  ^upon  the 
Treasury,  is  rapidly  diminishing  by  death.  Tbe 
most  cwtly  of  our  public  buildings  are  either 
liiUiriMdj  or  nearly  so;  and  we  may,  I  think,  safely 
proaaise  onrsalves  a  continued  exemption  from  bor- 
der difltenlties.  ■ 

The  available  balaiice  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
first  of  January  next  is  estimated  at  one  million 
and  a  half  of  dollars.  This  sum,  with  the  ex- 
pected receipts  from  all  sources  daring  tbe  next 
year,  will,  it  is  believed,  be  sufficient  to  enable  the 
Qovonment  to  meet  every  engagement,  and  leave 
a  suitable  balance  in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  oi  the 
year,  if  tbe  lemedial  measores  connected  with  the  | 
customs  and  the  public  land?,  hereioiere  recom- 
mended,  shall  be  adopted,  and  tfae  new  appiopria- 
lions  by  Congress  shall  not  carry  the  expenditures 
beyond  the  official  estimates. 

The  new  system  established  by  Congres  for  the 
fofaltwepiiig  of  the  pablic  money,  presciibing  the 
kind  li  currency  to  be  received  for  the  pub- 
licievenue,  and  providing  additional  guards  and 
securities  against  losses,  has  now  been  several 
months  in  operation.  Althongh  it  might  be  prema- 
ture, npon  an  experience  of  such  limited  duration, 
to  form  a  definite  opinion  in  regard  to  the  extent  of 
itsinAuences  in  correcting  many  evils  under  which 
the  Federal  Oovemment  and  the  country  have  hi- 
dierto  mffered,  especially  those  that  have  grown 
out  of  banking  expansions,  a  depreciated  currency, 
and  official  defalcations,  yet  it  is  but  right  to  say 
that  nothing  has  occurred  in  tfae  practical  opera- 
tion of  the  aystam  to  weaken  in  the  slightest  degree, 
bat  nwdi  to.  strengthen  the  eonfidfut  anticipations 
of  its  friends.  The  grounds  of  these  have  been 
harelofore  so  fully  explained,  as  to  require  no  reca- 
pitnlatiim.  In  respect  to  the  facility  and  conve- 
nience it  affords  in  eonducling  the  public  service, 
and  the  ability  of  the  Oovemment  to  discharge 
Ihtongh  its  agency  every  duly  attendant  on  the  col- 
lection, traaiifer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
money  with  prnnptiiadc  and  sticeess,  I  can  say 
vith  eoDfidence  ibat  the  apprehensions  ol  Uiose  who 
telt  it  10  be  their  duty  to  oppose  its  adoption,  have 
proved  to  be  unfounded.  On  the  contrary,  this 
branch  of  tbe  fiscal  affairs  of  the  Oovemment  has 
been,  and  it  is  believed  may  always  be,  thus  car- 
ried on  with  every  desirable  facility  and  security. 
A  few  changes  and  improvements  in  the  details  of 
tbe  systeai,  without  affecting  any  principles  involv- 
ed in  it,  will  be  submitted  to  yon  by  the  Secretary 
ofibeTlreMnry,  and  will,  I  am  sure,  receive  at 
your  hands  that  attention  to  which  they  may,  on 
examination,  be  found  to  be  entitled. 

I  have  deemed  this  brief  sntnmary  of  onr  fiscal 
affliirs  neeosary  to  the  due  pferfbrmance  of  a  duty 
speotelly  tnjoiaed  npon  me  by  the  Constitution.  It 
will  8arv«,  aim,  to  illustrate  more  fully  tbe  princi- 
plte  by  which  I  have  been  gnided  in  reference  to 
two  contested  points  in  onr  public  policy,  which 
were  earliest  in  tbeir  development,  and  have  beea 
more  important  in  their  consequences,  than  any  that 
have  arisen  under  our  complicated  and  difficult, 
yat  admimbk,  qntem  of  Ooveromeni:  I  allude  to 
a  nattonal  debt,  and  a  national  bank.  It  was  in 
tbeae  that  tbe  poUtkal  contests  by  which  tbe  coun- 
try has  been  agitated  ever  since  the  adoption  of  the 
CraatitwioD,  it  a  great  measure,  originated;  and 


there  is  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  con- 
flicticg  interests  and  opposing  principles  thus  mar- 
shalled, will  continue,  as  heretofore,  to  produce 
aimilar,  if  not  aggravated,  conscqaence; . 
.  Cooung  into  office  the  declared  enemy  of  both, 
I  have  earnestly  endeavo  ed  to  prevent  a  resort  to 
either. 

The  considemtion  that  a  large  public  debt  affords 
AU  apology,  and  produces,  in  some  degree,  a  neces- 
sity also,  for  resoiiingtoa  system  and  extent  of 
taxation  which  is  not  only  oppressive  throagbout, 
but  likewise  so  apt  to  lead,  in  tbe  end,  :o  tbe  com- 
mission of  that  most  odious  of  all  offences  against 
the  principles  of  Republieao  government — the  pros- 
titution of  political  power,  conferred  for  the  general 
benefit,  to  ilie  aggrandizement  of  particalar  elasirs, 
and  the  gralifiaatioo  of  individual  cupidity — is 
alone  safijeiest,  independently  of  the  weighty  ob- 
jections which  have  already  been  urged,  to  render 
its  creation  and  existence  the  sonrees  of  bitter  and 
unappeasable  discord.  If  we'add  to  this,  its  inevi- 
table tendency  to  prodace  and  foster  extravagant 
expenditures  of  tbe  pablic  money,  by  which  a 
necessity  is  created  for  new  loans  and  new 
burdens  on  the.  people;  and,  finally,  if  we 
refer  to  tbe  examples  of  every  Government  which 
has  existed,  for  pro^^f  how  seldom  it  is  that  the 
system,  when  once  adopted  and  implanted  in 
the  policy  of  a  conntrj*,  bas  failed  to  expand  itself, 
until  public  credit  was  exhausted,  and  the  people 
were  no  longer  ab!e  to  endure  its  increasing 
weight,  it  seems  impossible  to  resist  the  conclu- 
sion, that  no  benefits  resulting  from  its  career,  no 
extent  of  eonqoest,  no  acctssion  of  wealth  to  par- 
tieuliu  classes;  nor  any,  nor  all  i  s  combined  ad- 
vantages, can  couDterb&lsnee  its  ultimate  but  cer- 
tain results — a  splendid  Qovernmeni,  and  an  im- 
poverished people. 

If  a  National  Bank  was,  as  is  undeniable,  re- 
pudiated by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  as 
incompatible  with  ihs  rinhls  of  the  States  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people;  if,  from  the  beginning,  it 
has  been  regarded  by  large  portions  of  our  citizens 
as  coming  in  direct  collbion  wiih  ihat  great  and 
vital  amendment  of  the  Consiitution,  which  de- 
clares that  all  powers  not  conferred  by  that  instru- 
ment on  the  Oeneral  Ooternmentare  reserved  to 
the  States  and  to  the  people;  if  it  has  been  viewed 
by  them  as  the  first  great  step  in  tbe  march  of  laii- 
tndinous  construction,  which,  unchecked,  wonid 
render  that  sacred  ioiirument  of  as  Utile  valne  as 
an  unwritten  Constitution,  dependent,  as  it  would 
alone  be,  for  its  meaning,  on  the  interested  inter- 
pretation of  a  dominant  party,  and  affording  no  se- 
cniity  to  the  rights  ot  the  minority;  if  such  is  unde- 
niably the  ease,  what  raiional  grounds  could  have 
been  conceived  for  anticipating  anght  but  deter- 
mined opposition  to  such  an  institution  at  the  pre- 
sent day. 

Could  a  different  ceiult  have  been  expected,  when 
the  consequences  which  have  Howed  from  its  cre- 
ation, and  particularly  from  iis  struggles  to 
perpetuate  its  existence,  had  confirmed,  in  so 
striking  a  manner,  the  apprehensions  of  its  earli- 
est opponents;  when  it  had  been  so  c>arly 
demonstrated  that  a  concentrated  money  power, 
wielding  so  vast  a  capital,  and  combining  sncb  in- 
calculable means  of  infliisnce,  may,  in  those  pe- 
culiar conjunctures  to  which  this  Oovemment  is 
unavoidably  exposed,  prove  an  overmatch  for  the 
political  power  of  the  people  themselvet;  when  the 
tree  character  of  its  capacity  to  regulate,  according 
to  its  will  and  its  interests,  and  the  intere^u  of  its 
favorites,  the  value  and  production  or  the  labrT 
and  property  of  every  man  in  this  extended  conn- 
try,  had  been  so  fully  and  fearfully  developed; 
when  it  was  notorions  that  all  classes  of  this  great 
community  had,  by  means  of  the  power  and  influ- 
ence it  thus  pessesses,  b8f?n  infected  to  madness 
wiih  a  spirit  of  heedless  speculation;  when  it  had 
been  seen  that,  secure  in  the  soppoit  of  the  combi- 
nation of  influences  by  which  it  was  sarroanded,  it 
could  vio'aie  its  chatter,  and  set  the  laws  at  defi- 
ance with  impunity;  and  when,  too,  it  had  become 
meet  apparent  that  to  believe  that  such  an  accumu- 
lation of  powers  can  ever  be  granted  without  the 
certainty  ol  being  abused,  was  to  indulge  in  a  fatal 
delnsioot 
To  avofat  tbe  necessity  of  a  permanent  debt,  and 


its  inevitable  consequences,  I  bava  advocated,  and 
endeavored  to  carry  into  effect,  the  policy  o{  con- 
finiag  tbe  appropriations  fur  the  public  service 
to  such  objects  only  as  are  1,  clearly  within  the 
constitutional  authority  Of  the  Federal  Oorem- 
ment;  of  excluding  from  its  expenses  those  impro- 
vident and  unauthorized  grants  of  public  jnouey 
for  works  of  internal  improvement,  which  were 
so  wisely  arrested  by  the  constitaiional  interpo- 
sition of  my  predecessor,  and  which,  if  they  bad 
not  been  so  checked,  woold  long  before  this 
time  have  involvel  the  finances  of  the  Ge- 
neral Oofernmrnt  in  embarrassment;  far  greater 
than  those  which  are  no »  experienced  by  any  of 
the  Stales,  of  limiting  all  our  expeniitures  to  that 
simple,  unosteatatioDs,  and  economical  administra- 
tion of  public  affairs,  which  l»  alone  consistent 
with  the  character  of  our  institutions;  of  collecting 
anuaally  from  the  customs,  and  the  sales  of  pablic 
lands,  a  revenue  fully  adequate  to  defray  all  the  ex- 
penses Ihns  incaneJ,  but,  under  no  pretence  what- 
soever, to  impose  taxes  upon  the  people  lo  a  greater 
amonnt  than  was  actually  necessary  to  (he  pa))lic 
servicr,  conduced  upon  the  principles  I  haV9  slated. 

In  lieu  of  a  national  bank,  or  a  dependence  upon 
banks  ef  any  description,  for  the  DHinagement  of 
our  fiscal  affair/,  I  recomihended  the  a  lopiion  of 
the  system  which  is  now  in  successful  operation. 
That  system  afforJi  every  reqmsite  facility  for  the 
transaction  of  tbe  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  Oo- 
vernmeoi;  will,  it  Is  eonfidenily  anticipated,  pro- 
duce ia  other  respeo's  many  of  the  benefits  which 
have  been  from  time  to  time  expected  from  the 
creation  of  a  natioaal  bank,  but  which  have  never 
been  realized;  avoid  the  manifold  evils  inseparable 
from  such  an  instiiutios;  diminish,  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent ihsn  could  be  accomplished  by  any  other  mea- 
sure of  reform,  the  pa'ronage  of  the  Federal  Oo- 
vemment—a  wise  policy  in  all  Oovernments,  but 
more  especially  so  in  one  like  ours,  which  works 
well  only  in  proportion  as  it  is  made  to  rely  for  its 
support  upon  the  nnbiassed  and  anadulterated  opi- 
nions of  its  constituents;  da  away,  forever,  all  de- 
pendence on  corporate  bodic!,  either  in  the  raising, 
collecting,  safekeeping,  or  disbursing  the  pablic 
revenues,  and  place  the  Oovemment  equally  above 
tfae  temptation  of  fostering  a  dangerous  and  nncon- 
slitalinnal  institution  at  home,  or  the  necenity  of 
adapting  its  policy  to  the  viows  and  interests  of  a 
still  more  formidable  rooney-po»er  abroad. 

It  is  by  adopting  and  carrying  cut  these  princi- 
ples, under  circumstances  the  most  arduous  and 
discoaraging,  that  the  attempt  has  been  made,  thus 
fit  succes'-fully,  to  demoiistrate  lo  tbe  people  of  the 
United  States  that  a  National  Bank  at  all  times;  and 
a  national  debt,  except  it  be  incurred  at  a  period 
when  the  honor  and  safety  of  the  nation  demand 
the  temporary  sacrifice  of  a  policy,  which  should 
only  be  abandoned  in  such  exigencies,  are  not 
merely  unnecessary,  but  in  direct  and  deadly  hos- 
tility to  the  principles  of  their  Oovernmcni,  and  to 
their  own  peraanenl  welfare. 

The  progress  made  in  thedevelopemeni  of  these 
positions,  appears  in  the  preceding  sketiA  of  the 
pasthistory  and  present  sta^e  of  the  financial  con- 
cerns of  the  Federal  Oovemment.  The  facts  there 
stated  fully  authorize  the  assertiua,  that  all  the  pur- 
poses for  which  thii  Oovemment  was  instituted 
have  been  accomplished  dnrirg  four  years  of  great- 
er pecuniary  embarrassacent  than  were  ever  before 
experienced  in  time  of  peace,  and  in  the  face  of  op- 
position as  formidable  as  any  that  was  ever  before 
arrayed  against  the  poli;:y  of  an  Administration; 
that  this  has  been  done  when  tbe  ordinary  revenues 
of  the  Oovemment  were  generally  decreasing,  as 
well  from  the  operation  of  the  laws,  as  the  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  without  the  creation  of  a  per- 
manent public  debt,  or  iccarriiig  any  liability,  other 
than  such  as  the  ordinary  resources  of  the  Goverc- 
ment  will  speedily  discharge,  and  without  the 
agency  of  a  National  Bank. 

If  this  view  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Govern- 
ment, for  the  period  ii  embraces,  be  warranted  by 
the  facts  as  ihey  are  known  to  exist;  if  the  army 
and  navy  have  been  sustained  to  the  full  extent 
authorized  by  law,  and  which  Congress  deemed  stif- 
flcient  for  the  defence  of  the  country  antf  tbe 
protection  of  its  rights  and  its  honor;  if  its  civil  and 
diplcmatie  service  has  been  equally  sostaioed;  if 
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aa^le  pnvisioa  has  been  Bade  for  tb«  adminis- 
iratioa  of  jasiice  and  ihe  execatien  of  the  lavi{  if 
thectaims  upon  pablie  gratiiude  ia  behalf  of  the 
aoMien  of  the  RevotoiioD  have  been  promply  met 
and  faitbnillf  di;cbarged;  if  there  have  been' no 
fUares  in  defraying  ih<  very  large  expendimres 
growing  oat  of  that  loDgooniioued  and  salutary 
policy  of  'peacefollv  removing  ibe  ludians  lo  «- 
gion<  of  comparative  safety  and  prosperity,  if  (he 
public  faith  has  at  all  times,  and  every  where  been 
moat  tcropDloosly  maintained  by  a  prompt  dis- 
charge of  lbs  nomerons,  extended,  and  diversified 
e!aimson  the  Treasury;  if  all  ihese  great  and  per- 
nanent  objects,  with  many  otliers  au  might  be 
staled,  hcve,  for  a  series  of  years,  marked  by  pecu- 
liar obstacles  and  dilBcalties,  been  saccessfally  ac- 
oomplisbed  wiiboot  aresjrt  loa  permanent  debt, 
or  the  aid  of  a  oaiional  bank,  have  we  not  a  light 
to  expeet  that  a  policy,  th«  object  of  which  has 
been  to  sustain  the  public  service  independently  of 
dtherof  these  froiilul  soarees  of  disdnrd,  will  re- 
ceive the  final  sanciion  of  a  people  vhose  un- 
biassed and  fairly  elicited  judgment  upon  public 
allairs  is  never  ultimately  wr»ng1 

That  embarrassm'^nts  in  ihe  pecuniary  con- 
cerns of  individoals,  of  unexampled  exu-nt  and 
doiation,  have  tecenlly  existed  in  this,  asiii  other 
commercial  na'ions,  is  undoubtedly  true.  To  tup- 
pose  it  cecesfary  new  to  trace  these  reverses  lo 
their  sources,  would  be  a  r<Oectioa  on  the  intellt- 
genee  of  my  fellow-citizens.  Whatever  ma)  have 
been  the  obscurity  in  which  the  subject  was  in- 
volved during  ihc  earlier  stages  of  the  revulsion, 
(here  cannot  cow  be  many  by  whom  the  whole 
qoesUon  is  not  fally  understood. 

Not  deeming  it  wiihin  the  constituticnal  powers 
of  the  General  Government  to  repair  private  loss- 
es sustained  by  reverses  in  business  having  no  con- 
nection with  the  public  servio;,  either  by  d.rtci  ap- 
Soprialions  from  the  TreA^ury,  or  by  special  legis- 
lion  derigned  lo  secnte  exclusive  privilfge^aad 
immoaities  to  individuals  or  classes  in  preferenoe  to, 
and  at  the  expense  of,  the  great  msjonty  neoessari- 
ly  debarred  from  any  participaiion  in  them,  no 
attempt  to  do  so  has  been  either  made,  recom- 
mended, or  encouraged,  by  the  piesent  Execu- 
tive. 

It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  great  purposes 
for  the  aiiainment  of  which  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment was  instituted  have  not  been  lost  sight  of.  In- 
Itusled  only  with  eeitain  limits  t  powers,  cautious- 
ly eanmentled,  distinctly  specified,  -aad  defined  with 
a  preeision  and  clearness  which  would  seem  to  de- 
fy miseottsttucUon,  it  has  been  m;  constant  aim 
to  confine  myself  within  the  limits  so  clearly  mark- 
ed out,  and  so  carefully  guarded.  Having  always 
been  of  opinion  that  the  best  pret ervative  of  the 
naisn  of  the  States  is  to  he  found  iu  a  total  atsti- 
aence  from  the  exercise  of  all  doubtful  poweri  on 
tlK  part  of  the  Federal  Government,  rather  than  in  - 
aiiempts  (o  assume  them  by  a  loose  consti  action 
of  Ihe  Constitution,  or  an  ingenious  perversion  of 
itawords,  I  have  endeavored  (o  avoid  recommend- 
ia^  any  measure  which  I  had  reason  to  apprehend  . 
would,  in  the  opinion  even  of  a  coi^iderable  mi- 
nority of  my  fellow-cltixens,  by  regarded  as  irench- 
ingin  the  lights  of  the  Sidles,  or  the  provisioDs  of 
Ihe  hallowed  insiromeot  ot'  our  Union.  Vxewiog 
the  aggregate  povers  of  t!ie  PederatOovernnienias 
a  voluntary  concession  of  (he  Sutes,  it  seemed  to 
me  tha  such  only  .should  be  exercised  as  were  at 
lU^  time  latcndcd  to  be  given. 

I  have  been  sireagihed,  too,  in  Ibe  proprie- 
ty ^of  this  course,  by  ifae  onviciion  that  all  if- 
Irts  to  go  beyond  this,  tend  ooly  to  produce 
diasatisfaeiion  arid  dlNttusi,  to  excite  jealou- 
'  sie»,  and  to  provoke  resi&ttince.  Instead  of  ad- 
ing  strength  to  tthe  Federal  Government,  even 
when  sneoetsfol,  ihcy  must  ever  prove  a  source  (f 
incurable  weakness,  by  alirnalinj;  a  poition  of 
those  whose  adbe^ion  16  indispensable  lo  the  great 
sggrega'e  of  united  siresgih,  and  whose  voluntary 
attactaMM  is,  in  my  estimation,  far  more  essvniial 
lo  the  ifficiency  of  a  Gavewment  strong  in  the  be^t 
of  all  possible  sirenglb — the  confidence  and  attach- 
ment of  all  those  who  make  up  in  eouslituent 
elements. 

Thus  believing,  it  has  been  my  purpose  to  secure 
to  III*  Whole  people,  and  to  every  member  of  the 


confederacy,  by  general,  salutary,  and  equal  laws 
alone,  the  benefit  of  those  Republican  .iattitntioas 
which  it  waj  the  end  and  aim  of  the  Conslitatioa  to 
e&iablish,  and  the  impartial  influeflcs  of  wiiielt  is,  in 
my  jndgmtnt,  indispensable  to  their  pieserva* 
lion.  I  cannot  bring  myEelf  to  believe  that  the 
lasting  happiness  of  the  people,  the  prosperity  of  the 
Sutes,  or  tha  permanency  of  (heir  Unios,  eaii  be 
maintained  by  giving  reference  or  priority  to  any 
class  of  citizens  in  the  distribotioD  of  benefits  or 
privileges,  or  by  the  adoption  of  measures  which 
enrich  one  portion  of  the  Union  at  Ihe  expense  of 
anothefi  nor  can  I  see  inihe  interference  of  the  Fede- 
ral Government  with  the  local  legislation  and  re- 
served rights  of  the  Statej,  a  remedy  for  present, 
or  a  security  against  futun,  dangers. 

The  firs',  and  8s.^tiredly  not  the  least,  importaiU 
step  towards  rellevioit  the  country  from  the«on- 
diiion  into  whieh  it  had  been  plunged  by  excesses 
ia  trade,  baokiog,  andiI^redits  of  all  kinds,  was 
to  place  the  business  iransaciioos  of  the  Go- 
vernment itself  on  a  solid  basis;  -giviait  and  receiv- 
ing in  all  cases  value  for  value,  and  nei  her  coun- 
tenancing nor  eacontagiog  in'  others  that  delusive 
system  of  credit*  from  which  U  has  been  found  so 
difficult  to  escape,  and  which  has  left  nothing  be- 
hind it  but  the  wrecks  ihat  mark  ii$  fa'al  career. 

That  the  fioaocial  affairs  of  Ihe  Government  are 
now,  and  have  been  during  Ihe  whole,  period  of 
these  widespreading  difficulties,  conducted  with  a 
strict  and  invariable  regard  lo  this  great  fundamen- 
tal  principle,  and  that  by  the  assumption  and  main- 
lonance  of  the  stand  thus  taken  on  (he  veiy 
threshold  Of  the  approaching  crisis,  more  than  by 
any  other  cause  or  cauies  whatever,  the  commu- 
nity at  larfie  has  been  shielded  from  the  incalcula- 
ble evils  of  a  general  and  indefioiie  saspension  of 
specie  payments,  and  a  consequent  aonihilatioa, 
for  Ibe  whole  period  it  might  hove  lasted,  of  a  just 
and  invariable  standard  of  value,  will,  it  it  b» 
tieved,  at  this  period,  scarcely  be  questioned. 

A  steady  adherence,  on  the  part  of  the  <3over&- 
ment,  to  the  policv  which  has  produced  such  salu- 
tary results,  aided  by  judicious  State  legislation, 
and,  what  is  not  less  important,  by  the  industry, 
enterprise,  perseverance,  and  economy  of  the  Ame- 
rican people,  cannot  fail  to  raise  the  whole  coun- 
try, at  an  early  period,  to  a  slate  of  solid  and  en- 
during prosperity,  not  subject  to  be  again  ovef- 
thtown  by  the  suspension  of  banks  or  die  explo- 
sion of  a  bloated  credit  system.  It  is  for  the  peo- 
ple, and  their  representa'ives,  to  decide  whMlier 
or  not  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  eonntcy 
(which  all  geod  citizens  equally  desire,  howover 
widely  they  may  differ  as  to  the  means  of  its  ae- 
romplishment)  shall '  be  in  this  way  seoored;  or 
whethM  the  management  of  the  pecuniary  con- 
cerns of  the  Government,  and,  by  conseqoenee, 
10  a  great  extent,  those  of  individuals  alM>,  shall  \» 
canied  back  to  a  conditicn  of  things  which  fostered 
those  contractions  and  expansions  of  ihecnnency, 
and  those  reckless  abuses  of  credit,  from  the  bale- 
ful effects  of  which  the  country  has  so  deedly  sttf- 
fered— a  return  that  can  promis',  in  the  end,  no 
better  resolts  iban  to  reproduce  the  embarrassments 
the  Government  has  experienced;  and  lo  remove 
from  the  shoalders  of  ihe  present,  lo  those  of  fresh 
victims,  the  bitter  fruits  of  that  spirit  of  speculative 
enterfrise  to  which  our  countrymen  are  so  li^ible, 
and  upon  which  the  les<on«  of  experience  are  so 
ui:availing.  The^choioe  is  an  important  one,  and  i 
sinceiely  hope  that  it  may  be  wis«ly  made. 

A  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  presenUng 
a  detailed  view  of  the  affairs  of  that  department, 
accompanies  ibii  commuuicaiion. 

The  desultory  duties  connected  with  the  removal 
of  Ihe  Indians,  in  which  the  army  has  been  con- 
stantly engaged  on  the  Northern  and  Western  fro::- 
li'rs,  and  in  Florida,  have  rendered  it  impractica- 
ble lo  carry  into  full  effect  the  plan  lecommended 
by  the  Secretary  (iT  Improving  its  discipline.  In 
every  instance  where  the  regiments  hare  been  con- 
centrated, they  have  m&de  great  progress;  and  the 
best  reiulu  may  be  auticipated  from  a  continuance 
of  this  syitcm.  During  the  last  season,  a  part  of 
Ihc  troops  hive  been  employed  in  removing  Indians 
from  the  iaterior  to  the  territory  assigned  (hem  in 
the  West — a  duty  which  they  have  performed  effi- 
ciently, and  with  praiseworthy  bumauity;  and  (hat 


portion  of  iheu  which  hw  been  slatioiMd  in  Flo* 
rida  contittued  active  openuions  there  ifafonghoitt 
(he  heats  of  summer. 

The  policy  of  the  United  Slates  in  regard  to  the 
Indiaus,  of  which  a  succinct  account  is  givaa 
in  my  message  of  1838,  and  of  (he  wisdom  and 
expediency  of  which  I  am  folly  satisfied,  has 
been  continued  iu  acUve  operation  throngboiM  (ho 
-whole  period  of  my  administration.  Since  (ho 
fpriag  of  1837,  more  than  forty  thousand  Indians 
have  been  removed  to  their  new  homes  west  of  the 
Mississippi;  and  I  am  happy  to  add  that  all  a»> 
counts  concur  in  representing  the  result  of  (bis 
measuru  as  eminently  beneficial  to  that  people. 

The  emigration  of  the  Seminoles  ak>Be  has  been 
attended  with  i«rion3  difficulty,  and  cccasioncd 
bloodshed,  hostilities  having  b«^n  commenced  by 
the  Indians  in  Florida,  under  (he  apprehension  (bat 
ihey  would  he  compelled,  by  force,  to  comply  wkh 
their  treaty  siipulaiioos.  The  execution  of  tho 
treaty  of  Payne's  Landing,  sighed  iu  1833,  bat  not ' 
ratified  until  1834,  was  postponed,  at  the  soliuiia- 
tion  of  the  Indians,  until  1836,  when  ihey  again  re- 
newed their  agreement  to  remove  peaceably  to  their 
new  homes  in  the  West.  In  ihe  face  of  tbix  solemn 
and  renewed  oompaoi,  they  broke  their  faith,  and 
commenced  hostilities  by  Ibe  massacre  of  Major 
Dade's  command,  the  murder  of  their  agent,  Gene- 
ral Thompson,  and  o'heracia  of  cruel  treachery. 
When  tbiv  alarming  and  unexpected  intelligence 
reached  the  seat  of  Government,  every  effjrt  ap- 
pears to  have  been  made  to  reinforce  General 
Clinch,  who  commanded  ihe  troops  then  in  Florida. 
General  Eostis  was  despatched  with  leiBforcemenis 
from  Charleston,  troops  were  called  out  Crom  Ala- 
bama, Tennessee,  and  Georgia,,  and  General  Scott 
was  sent  to  take  the  command,  wiib  ample  powers 
and  ample  means.  Ai  the  first  alarm,  General 
Gaines  organized  a  force  at  New  Orleans,  and, 
without  waiting  for  orden',  landed  in  Florida, 
where  he  delivered  over  the  trcop«  be  had  brooght 
with  him  to  General  Scott. 

Gjv.  Call  was  subsequently  appointed  to  conduct 
a  sanmer  campaign,  and,  at  the  close  of  it,  was 
replaeed  by  General  Jesop.  These  events  and 
changes  took  place  under  (be  adaini8(n(iiett  of  my 
predecessor.  Noiwithstaoding  the  exertions  of  the 
experienced  officers  who  bad  command  there  for 
eighteen  monihs,  on  entering  upon  the  administn- 
tion  of  the  Gbverament  1  fonnd  the  Territory  of 
Florida  a  prey  to  Indian  atrocities.'  A  streanous 
effor(  was  immedia(ely  made  to  bring  these  hostili- 
tiea  (o  a  elose;  and  (be  army,  under  General  Jesnp, 
was  reinforced  until  it  amoanied  to  (en  thotuana 
men,  and  furnished  with  abundant  supplias  of  eve- 
ry description.  In  this  campaign  a  great  number 
of  Ifae  enemy  were  captured  and  destroysdi  but  the 
character  of  the  con(es(  only  was  changed.  The 
Indians,  having  been  defea(ed  in  every  engagement, 
dispersed  in  small  bands  (bronghon(  the  cennbry, 
and  became  an  enterprising,  foruidabl",  and  ruth- 
less bandiKi.  General  Taylor,  who  succeeded 
General  Jesup,  used  bis  bee>t  exertions  to  subdue 
them,  and  wa<<  seconded  in  bis  efforts  by  (he  offioers 
under  bis  command;  but  he,  too,  failed  to  protect 
(he  Territory  from  iheit  depredations.  By  an  act 
of  signal  and  cruel  treachery,  they  broke  Ihe  truce 
made  with  them  by  Generki  Macomb,  who  was 
sent  from  Wa&hingion  for  (he  purpose  of  carrying 
into  eff(c(  the  expressed  wishes  of  Congress,  and 
have  coniinaed  their  devastatiaas  ever  since.  Gene- 
ral Armistead,  who  was  in  Florida  when  Gkaeral 
Taylor  left  the  army,  by  permission,  assumed  the 
command,  and,  after  activd  summer  operations, 
was  met  by  propositions  for  peace;  and,  from  the 
fortunate  coincidence  of  the  arrival  in  Florida,  at 
the  same  period,  of  a  delegation  from  the  Semi- 
noles who  are  happily  ssttl«d  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  are  now  anxious  to  persuade  their  coun- 
trymen to  join  them  there,  hopes  were  for  some 
Urns  entertained  (bat  the  Indians  migM  be  induced 
to  leave  the  Territory  without  further  difficulty. 
These  hopes  have  proved  fallacious,  and  hos- 
lilitiej  have  been  renewed  thionghont  the  whole 
of  Ihe  Territory.  That  this  contest  has  endured 
TO  long,  is  (o  be  allribated  lo  causes  beyond 
the  control  of  (he  Government.  Experienced  ge- 
nerals have  had  the  command  of  the  troops;  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  have  alike  distio^DuehM  them- 
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selves  for  (heir  •etivity,  patiraw,  aAd  endariog 
eonngr;  the  Army  has  been  canslaDtl)r  farnif4ied 
■wilh  supplies  of  every  dcsciiptian;  and  we  mast 
look  for  the  eaoses  which  have  so  loog  procMstt- 
nated  the  issue  of  the  contest,  in  the  vast  extent  of 
the  theatre  of  hostilities,  the  almost  insurmounta- 
ble obstacles  presented  by  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
try, the  climate,  and  the  wily  character  of  the 
savages. 

The  sites  for  marine  hospiials-oa  the  rivers  and 
lakes,  which  I  was  anthorizid  to  select  and  cause 
to  be  purchased,  have  all  been  de.^ignaied,  but,  the 
appropriation  not  proving  snfilcient,  con<lit!onal  ar- 
rangements only  have  been  made  for  their  scqui- 
sitioD.  It  is  for  Congre&s  to  d<cide  whether  those 
conditional  purchases  shall  be  sacetioned,  f  nd  the 
htimane  intentions  of  the  law  carried  into  full 
effect. 

The  navy,  as  will  appear  from  the  ar c'»rapan3-- 
ing  report  of  the  Secretary,  has  been  ucefully  and 
honorably  employed  in  the  protection  of  our  con>- 
meree  and  citizens  in  the,  Mediterranean,  the  Pa- 
cific, on  the  coast  of  Brazil,' and  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexicd.  '  A  small  squadron,  consisting  of  the 
fr^ate  Constellation  and  the  sloop-of-war  Bos- 
ton, under  Commodcre  Kearney,  is  now  on 
its  way  to  the  China  and  Iiidian  seas,  for 
the  purpose  of  attending  to  car  inierestx  in 
that  quarter;  and  Comm^der  Auliok,  in  the 
sloop-of-war  Yorktown,  ha?  bfefn  instructed  to 
visit  the  Sandwich  and  Socie  y  islasdff,  the  coasts 
of  New  Zealand  and  Japan,  togeiher  with  other 
ports  and  islands  frequented  i>f  oar  whale-bhips, 
lot  the  pnrpose  of  giving  them  cooBtenance  and 
protection,  shon'd  they  b^  required,  Other  smal'er 
vessels  have  been,  and  still  are,  employed  in  prose- 
cuting the  surveys  of  the  e»asl  of  ihe  United  States, 
directed  by  varioa<  acts  of  Congrev;  and  those 
which  have  been  completed  win  shortly  be  laid  be- 
fore yen.  •       ' 

The  Ezproringexpediiioii,  at  the  latest  dale,  was 

naring  to  leave  the  Bay  of  Islands,  New  Zea- 
,  in  further  prosecution  ef  objects  which  have 
thoe  Car  been  successfully  accomplished.  The  dis- 
covery of  a  new  contineitt,  which  was  first  seen  io 
latitude  66°  9'  tontb,  loneiiode  154°  27'  east,  and 
afterwards  in  talitude  66°  31'  south,  longitude  153° 
40'  east,  by  Lieaienanis  Wilkes  and  Hudson,  for 
an  extent  of  eighteen  hundred  miles,  but  on  which 
they  were  prevtftted  from  landing  by  vast  bodies 
of  ice  which  encompassed  it,  is  one  of  the  honora- 
ble results  of  the  enterprise.  Lieutenant  Wi'kes 
bears  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  good  eoaduct  of  his 
offieers-and  men;  and  it  is  bat  justice  to  that  officer 
to  state  that  hte  appears  to  have  performed  the  du- 
ties asslgted  to  him  wilh  an  atdor,  ability,  and 
perseverance,  which  give  every  anurance  of  an 
honorable  issue  to  the  under'aking. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  herewith 
itatMtniited,  will  exhibit  the  service  of  that  De- 
pntment  the  past  year,  and  its  present  condiiion. 
The  transportation  has  been  maintained  daring  ths 
yearto  the  fnll  extent  authorized  by  the  exi^ting 
laws;  some  improvements  have  been  effected, 
which  the  public  interest  seemed  nrgenily  to  de- 
mand, but  not  involving  any  naterial  additional 
expenditure;  the  contractors  have  generally  per- 
formed their  engagements  with  fidelity;  the  post- 
masters, with  f<w  exceptions,  have  rendered  their 
accounts  and  paid  their  quarterly  balances  with 
promptitad-';  and  the  whole  service  of  the  Depart- 
ment has  maintained  the  effioiency  for  which  it 
has  for  several  years  been  distinguished. 

The  acts  of  Congress  esiablishirg  new  mail 
TOQtes,  and  requiring  more  expensive  services  on 
others,  and  the  inerrafing  wants  of  the  country, 
have,  for  three  years  past,  carried  the  expenditures 
something  beyond  the  accruing  revenues;  the  ex- 
cess having  been  met,  until  the  past  yfar,  by  Ihe 
surplus  which  had  pieviouidy  accamnlaicJ.  That 
surplus  haviog  been  exhausted,  and  the  anticipated 
increase  in  the  revenue  not  having  been  realized, 
owing  to  the  depre^-^iion  in  the  commercial  ba<iinpss 
of  the  country,  the  finances  of  the  department  er- 
hibit  a  small  deficiency,  at '  Ihe  cirs:  of  the  last 
fiscjl  year.  Its  resources,  however,  arc  ample;  and 
the  reduced  rales  of  compcnfalion  lor  the  transpor- 
tation service,  which  may  be  expected  on  the  futnrs 
letiingSt  from  the  general  reduction  of  rrice?,  with 


the  increase  of  revenue  that  may  reasonably  be  an- 
ticipated frum  the  revival  of  commercial  ac'ivity, 
mtist  soon  place  the  finances  of  the  department  in  a 
proeperous  condition. 

Considering  the  unfavorable  circumstances  which 
have  existed  during  the  past  year,  it  is  a  gratifying 
result  that  the  revenue  has  not  declined,  as  com- 
paieJ  with  the  preceding  yearrbnt,  on  the  contra- 
ry, exhibits  a  small  increase;  the  eiicamstBn:e>  re- 
ferred to  having  had  no  other  effect  than  to  ch?ck 
Ihe  expected  income. 

It  will  be  seen  ih<it  the  Postmaster  General  Sug- 
gests certain  improvements  in  the  establishment, 
designed  to  le^t'ttce  Ihe  weight  of  the  mails, 
cheapen  the  transportation,  ensure  greater  rega- 
larity  in  the  Fervice,  and  secure  a  considerable  re- 
daction in  the  rates  of  letter  postage — an  object 
highly  desirable.  The  subject  is  one  of  eeneral  in> 
terest  to  the  community,  and  is  respectfully  recom- 
mended to  yonr  consideraiimi. 

The  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade  has 
received  the  continued  attention  of  the  Government. 
The  brig  Dolphin  and  schooner  Grampus  have  been 
employed  during  the  last  season  on  the  coast  of  Af- 
lica,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  such  portions  of 
that  trade  as  was  said  to  be  prosecuted  nnder  the 
American  flag.  After  cruising  off  tho^e  parts  of 
the  coast  most  usually  resorieJ  to  by  slavers,  until 
the  commencement  of  the  rainy  sea.'^on,  these  ves- 
vessels  remrned  to  the  United  States  for  supplies, 
and  have  since  been  despatched  on  a  similar  ser- 
vice 

From  Ihe  reports  of  the  commanding  ofiicers,  it 
appears  that  tte  trad';  is  now  principally  carried  on 
nnder  Porta°nese  colors;  and  they  express  the  opi- 
nion that  the  apprehension  of  their  presence  on  the 
slave  coast  has,  in  a  great  degree,  arrested  the  pros- 
timiion  of  the  American  flag  to  this  inhuman  pur- 
pose. It  is  hoped  that,  by  cou'lnsing  to  mair.tun 
this  force  in  that  quarter,  and  by  the  exertions  of  the 
ofiicers  in  command,  much  will  be  done  to  put  a  stop 
to  whatever  portion  of  this  traffic  may  have  been  car- 
ried on  nnder  the  American  flag.and  to  prevent  its  use 
in  a  trade  which,  while  it  violates  the  laws,  is  equally 
an  outrage  on  the  rights  of  others  and  the  feelings 
of  hnmiinity.  The  eflforts  of  the  ceveral  Govern- 
ments who  are  anxiously  seeking  to  suppress  Ibis 
traffic  most,  however,  be  directed  against  the  faoili- 
lies  aflfurded  by  what  are  now  recognised  as  ligiti- 
mate  commercial  pursuits,  before  that  object  can 
be  fully  accomplished.  Supplies  of  provisions, 
water-eadrs,  merchandise,  and  articles  connected 
with  the  prosecution  of  the  slave-trade,  are,  it  is 
understood,  freely  carried  by  vessels  of  different 
nations  to  the  slave  factories;  and  the  effects  of  the 
factors  are  trsniporled  openly  from  one  slave  sta- 
tion to  another,  wi^hont  interruption  or  punishment 
by  either  of  the  nations  to  which  they  belong,  en- 
gaged in  the  commerce  of  that  region.  I  submit 
to  your  jadgmentv  whether  this  Government,  hav- 
ing been  the  Ar»t  to  prohibit,  by  adequate  peDal'ie!>, 

the  slave    trade — the  first  to  declare  it  piracy 

shoald  not  be  the  first,  al»o,  to  forbid  to  its  citizens 
all  trade  with  the  slave  factories  on  the  coast  of 
Africa;  giving  an  example  to  all  nations  in  ibis 
respeot,  which,  if  fairly  followed,  cannot  fail  lo 
prodnce  the  most  (flective  results  in  breaking  up 
those  dens  of  iniquity. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  December  5,  1840. 

The  message  having  been  read, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD, 

Ofdtred,  That  the  mestage  and  accompanying 
dpeoroents  be  printed;  and  that  five  thousand  bc- 
pies  of  the  message,  and  fifteen  hundred  copies  «f 
the  message  and  accompanying  docnment%  be 
priuted  for  tb''  us?  of  ihe  Srnate. 

The  PRESIDENT  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  S<-cretary  of  the  Treaiary^  accompanied  by  his 
annnal  report  on  the  finances,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

RBPORTFHOM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 
ON  TUB  STATC  OF  THE  PI  NAN  CBS. 

TrSASDRT  nXPARTMENT, 

December  7, 1840. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  submits  to  Con- 
gress the  following  report  on  the  finance-: 

He  has  great  pleasure  in  announcing  that  dar- 
ing the  present  year  the  expendiiares  have  been 


still  fntiber  redaced;  and,  thongh  the  revenne  baa 
not  proved  S9  huge  as  usual,  all  the  publiC'engage- 
menis  have  been  met  with  promptiiade. 

I.  The  receipts  and  means  for  1840,  exclusive  of 
trusts  and  the  Pou  Office  has  been  as  follows: 
The  available  balance  io   (he  Treasury  on  the  kl 

of  January,  1840,  is  computed  lo 

have  been  -  •  •  t3.346,749  00 

The  data  on  which  this  concla- 
sion  r;6t;,  connected  wilh  the  actual 
receip's  and  expenditures  in  1839, 
and  with  the  unavailable  condition 
of  a  portion  «f  the  public  funds,  -   . 

may  be  seen  in  the  statements  an- 
nexed. * 
Daring  the   first  three  quarters  of 

the  present   year    the  nttt   re-  ^ 

ceipts  from  cus:oms 

weie         -  |10,<:89,884  78 

Daring  the  same  pe- 
riod   the  receipts 

frem  lands  were  -    2,630,917  25 
Misceltaneoos     re- 
ceipts for  the  same 

lime       •  -         77,(i60  98 

Estimated    receipts 

for     the    fourth 

quarter  from  all 

thtsciources       •    3.600,000  00 


These  makegihe  aggregate  of  ordi- 
nary receipts  for  the  year  •  17,197,763  01 

Add  the  estimated 
receipts  cf  princi- 
pal ard  interest 
in  1840,  out  of 
what  was  due 
from  former  depo- 
site  bank",  but  net 
available  on  the 
1st.  of  January 
last   -      -  •     #850,000  00 

Add  also  theestimi- 
kd  receipts  from 
ibe  fourth  bond  of 
the  United  Slates 
Bank      -  -    2,500,000  00 

D ).  t'rom  the  issue  ot 
Treasury  notes  in- 
stead of  others  re- 
deemed  -  -   5.440,000  00 


Aggi'egate  from  these 
adJiticsal  sources 

This  will  make  the  total  meane  in 
1840,  as  ascertained  and  es-ima- 


8,790.000  00 


ted 


(138.234,513  01 


It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  about  |700,000o 
the  sums  computed  to  be  received  within  the  year 
from  the  banks  above  described,  have  not  yet  been 
ascertained  lo  be  paid;  and  if,  contrary  to  expecta- 
tion, there  should  be  a  failure  to  pay  any  part  of 
them  until  next  year,  it  will  make  a  difference  to 
that  ex'ent  in  the  precvding  results. 

11.  Ttie  expcndituies  lor  1840,e«clO8ive  of  trusts 
and  the  Pbst  Offire,  have  been  as  followii 
For  the  first  three  quartert:  eivil,  di- 
plomatic, and  miscellaneous       -  $4,118,248  64 
Fcr  the  same  tiae,  military  -    8,750,784  52 

For  the  same  time,  naval    -  •    4,620,316  35 

Es'imttes  by  this  Deptrtiaent 
(though  higher  by  the  oihers)  for 
all  expenses  daring  tht  (ouith 
quarter    -  •  •  •   5,000  000  00 

These  make  the  rg;ref  a*e  (>f  cur-      <r 
rtttt  eipen-es  for  ihe  whole  jear  23,489,349  51 

Add  for  fanded  debt  and  interest  for 
that  of  the  cities  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  during  th*  year,  ascer- 
tained acd  estimated       •  -      100,000  00 

Redemption  of  Treasnry  Btitc,  In- 
cluding principal  and  iniere.<.t,  as- 
certain'd  during  the  fir^t  three 
qaariers  -  •  -    3,629,306  61 

Estimate  of  notes  th.'t  will  here- 
deemed  in  the  fourth  quarter^    -^435  000  00> 
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lliis  will  make  the  aggregate  of  pay- 
ments or  expeudiiures  of  all  kinds  36,643,656  la 

Iieaving  an  available  balaiice  of 
money  in  the  Treasury  on  the  31st 
December,  1840,  cospaied  to  be    1,590,855  89 


$28.334  512  01 


Tiie  fands  on  hand,  considered  not  available  for 
poblic  purposes,  at  tlie  commencemenl  as  well  as 
cioie  ol  the  present  year,  are  described  pAriicuiarly 
ia  the  statement  annexed. 

Previous  to  the  close  of  the  year,  should  C!oagress 
pass  any  uetr  apprnpriations  wbicb  may  be  imme- 
distely  expended,  an  additional  charge  to  that  rx- 
tent  will  thus  be  imposed  on  1840;  and  if  amoant- 
iox  to  any  considerable  snm,  it  might  prndenily  be 
accompanied  by  sume  provision  of  new  means  sof- 
fieleat  for  itj  payment. 

in.  The  condition  of  the  pnbUc  debt  next  de- 
mands consideration. 

An  exhibit  of  the  particulars  of  it,  whether 
ftaaded  or  ucfanded,  and  of  the  payments  made 
within  the'year  en  account  of  both,  U  annexed. 

Probably  none  of  the  former  kind  of  debt  exists 
which  is  doe,  except  what  has  been  furgouen,  er 
the  evidence  of  it  mislaid;  as  all  cvei'  claimed, 
whether  incnned  in  the  Rtvolniion,  or  since,  has 
been  promptly  discharged.  It  is  fortunate  that  no 
new  debt  of  a  permanent  character  has  been  re- 
cently created  by  the  General  Gnvernment;  and 
(he  undersigned,  for  reasons  formerly  explained, 
which  need  not  be  here  repeated,  has  uniformly 
considered  it  sound  policy  never  to  incur  one  in 
time  of  peace.  But  a  will  be  recolleetrd  that  Con- 
gten,  by  an  act  parsed  in  May,  1836,  engaged, 
under  Fpecial  conditions,  to  make  payment  of  a 
debt  due  from  the  cUie^  of  the  IKsirict  of  Co- 
lumbia to  certain  individuals  abroad. 

The  principal  amounted  of  (1,500,000,  and  was 
to  be  paid  in  yearly  instalments  ot  $63,000 
each,  beginning  the  Ist  •(  January,  1841.  But 
the  interest  was  payable  quarterly,  and,  during  the 
last  four  year;,  ha?  been  regalarly  discharged  by 
llwTreasary. 

Within  the  past  y^ar,  notice  has  been  received 
from  the  agent  of  the  creditors  that  payment  of  the 
first  and  sabseqoent  instalments  of  the  principal  is 
desired  to  be  made,  when  due,  with  puncioaliiy. 
To  inaure  a  compliance  with  that  wish,  it  will  be 
necessary,  besides  meeiing  the  intsrett  quarterly, 
to  advance  $60,000  of  the  principal  at  the  com- 
menoement  of  the  ensuing  year;  and  the  reiidne 
most  be  paid,  in  like  amounts,  anniully  hereafter, 
till  the  whole  is  discharged. 

The  canal  stocks,  assigned  to  secure  these  f^J^ 
meols,  can,  by  tbe  terms  of  the  agreement,  be  sold 
to  aid  in  rtimbnning  them.  But,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, the  money  is  to  be  taken  from  tbe  Treasn- 
ry,  under  existing  laws,  which  appropria'e  ruifi- 
cient  to  discbarge  all  ontstanding  debts;  and  a  sale, 
if  able  to  be  mitde  afterwards,  must  probably  bs  at 
a  great  sacrifice.  Congress  may  therefore,  in  its 
wisdom,  think  farther  legislation  on  the  subject 
expedient. 

This  is  all  the  funded  debt  not  due,  and  like- 
wise all  of  it  not  paid,  except,  as  before  explained, 
the  inconsiderable  poitioas  never  yet  demandi  d- 

In  respect  to  the  unfunded  d«bt:  such  small 
parts  as  were  created  previous  to  1837,  and  still 
lem&ia  unsatisfied,  must,  it  is  presumed,  be  in 
that  condition  from  some  accident,  which  has  pre- 
vented a  t<qu7st  10  be  made  for  payment. 

Nor  hai  any  of  it,  which  was  incurred  iince, 
{alien  dne,  wi.hoat  being  dkicbarged  whenever 
elaimec*. 

Tbe  whole  balance  of  the  four  emisRioBs  of  Trea- 
sury notes  made  since  October,  1837,  which  was 
ontsianding  on  the  1st  instant,  amoanud  only  to 
$4,433,823.  This  is  bat  $1,675,458  more  than  at 
the  close  of  1839,  notwiihiiandiog  ihe  great  decline 
in  our  revenue  since,  and  tbr  unexpectedly  large 
ezpenditnres  of  old  appropriations  connected  with 
Ihe  Florida  war,  and  the  funhet  adjustment  of 
claims  in  behalf  cf  Indians. 

Had  these  events  not  happened,  less  even  than 
that  amount  of  ntes  would  have  bsen  issued,  and 
the  Treasury  might,  wiih  ease,  have  redeemed 
within  tbe  year  all  ihat  were  ouistandiDg. 


It  could  have  done  the  same,  also,  with  most  of 
them,  bad  Congresi,  at  tfak  last  session,  pasaed  the 
declaratory  act  concerning  tbe  tariff,  modified  Iht 
system  of  drawbacks  to  correspend  with  the  exist- 
ing duties,  and  adopted  the  propositions  made  for 
gradnating  the  price  of  the  public  Iniids,'  as  well  as 
forming  new  land  districts. 

It  mutt  be  gratifying  to  learn,  however,  that, 
thongh  incommoded  by  the  failure  of  those  mea- 
sarea,  and  the  unexpected  cin  nmsiances  before 
enumerated,  the  Department  has  been  eiubled,  by 
other  means  under  its  control,  to  redeem  every  note 
presmied,  and  to  pay,  with  punciuaruy,  a'l  debts 
that  have  falirn  due.. 

The  credit  of  the  Ccentral  Government  has  thos 
thus  been  preserved  to  high,  that,  instead  of  sacri- 
ficing its  securities  at  large  discounts,  as  in  this  and 
foreign  nations  some  have  been  compelled  to  do 
with  public  stocks,  the  Treasury  notes  have  cooti- 
naed  at  par  during  the  year,  though  never  bearing 
ia  intere«-t  higher  than  5  3-5  per  cent,  and  auS 
ject  even  to  the  stoppage  of  thai,  after  sixty  day»' 
notice. 

In  fine,  on  a  review  of  the  whole  sotjeel,  oor 
situation  respecting  a  public  debt  of  any  kind  will 
be  found  a  most  farored  one.  Regard^  a«  an  in- 
dication either  of  the  good  state  of  tbe  natienal 
credit,  or  the  ample  resources  of  the  General  0> 
vcmmen>,  or  the  discreet  legislation  relative  to  its 
fiscal  concerns,  it  will  be  difficult  to  discover  many 
eras  more  prosperous  in  these  respects,  whether  in 
the  annals  of  this  or  any  other  country. 

IV.  Tne  exports  and  imports  within  the  year 
ending  September  30, 1840,  exhibit  tevrral  strOting 
pecDliarit!e3.  While  lb?  foreign  commerce  of  the 
country  constitutes  the  chief  basis  ot  Uie  revenue 
of  the  General  Government,  and  is  indicative  of 
the  ex'eal  of  car  surplus  produce,  the  btatictical  re- 
turns in  relation  to  Ihe  subject  must  txcite  ooastaat 
attention  among  s'atrsmen  and  political  econofflistt, 
as  well  AS  merchanis. 

The  exports  du'iiog  Ihe  year  are  computed  to 
have  been  $131,571,950.  This  amoant  is 
quite  $10,643,534  more  than  in  1839,  notwithstand- 
ing the  reduced  price  of  some  of  our  great  staples, 
and  is  larger  than  ever  existed  before  in  car  his- 
tory. 

Of  the  whole  oxportf.  only  $17,809,333  were  cf 
foreign  oririn.  Tais  left  those  of  domestic  origin 
at  $113  763,617,  being  $6,845,937  more  than  ia 
any  previous  year. 

The  imports  daring  1840  were  abont  $104,805,891. 
Tais  shows  the  sreat  falling  off  from  Ihe  previoas 
year  of  $57,386,341.  It  famishes,  likewise,  the' 
principa  jexpUMtion  of  the  extraordinary,  diminu- 
tion which  has  occurred  in  iIm  revenue  from  cus- 
tom!; a  dimination,  however,  which  has  been 
caused,  in  part,  by  evasions  of  the  lawi^,  new  Judi- 
cial constructions  left  uueorMcled,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  too  large  sums  for  bounties  and  drawhaok*, 
under  an  omiwlon  in  the  existing  tariff  to  rednee 
them  in  a  ratio  equal  to  the  redoetion  going  oa  in 
the  duties. 

The  difference  between  our  exports  and  i  nports 
has  usually  been  in  favor  of  the  latter.  Several 
yoa'rs  ago  it  ranged  that  way  about  seven  millions 
of  dollars  annuallj;  but,  of  lat^,  the  average  has 
risen  to  near  twenty  raillionf)  annually;  the  excess 
of  iraport<-havin?  been,  in  1836 even,  $61,316,995, 
and  in  1839  $41,061,716.  But  darng  1840,  the 
extraordinary  e)ccurTonce  of  a  reverse  in  this  slate 
of  things  has  taken  plitce.  Such  a  circumstance  as 
Ihe  exportf  at  all  exceeding  the  imports,  is  believed 
10  have  happened  previously  only  six  times  since 
the  Conslilu'ion  ws!>  adopted;  and  then,  never  'o  an 
extent  beyond  $7,916,831.  Now,  howevrr,  vrith- 
out  any  loll  ition,  and  in  some  important  articles 
under  a  contraction  of  prices,  the  excess  of  ex- 
ports is  not  only  more  Iban  ever  was  known  beAw*, 
but  quite  threefold  greater,  being  cdmputed  to  equiU 
$36,766,053. 

Th:s  excess  having  failed  to  produce  the  osnal 
correr  ponding  incre-ise  of  imports,  bat,  on  the  con- 
trary, having  been  aecompaoted  by  a  diminution 
never  prevlcnsly  equalled  in  amount,  except  under 
tbe  influence  of  the  rmbargo  in  18C8,  the  wtole 
matter  fami.>hes  another  proof  of  tbe  hazardous 
fluctUAlions  in  the  chief  source  of  our  present  rcve- 


nne,  which  Congres  has  been  requested  so  repeat- 
edly to  guard  against  by  some  permanent  provision. 

It  is  also  a  strong"  illustration  of  the  .probability 
of  the  conjecture  expressed  in  the  last  annual  re- 
port,  that  the  oouairy  had  become  alarmingly  in- 
dejMed  abroad;  in  part  on  ordinary  metcaniile 
credit,  bat  ehieflyon  slocks  of  corponlions  aiil 
States. 

To  meet  what  woold  soon  be  dne  for  interest 
alone,  it  was  then  supposed  would  require  twelve 
or  thirteen  millions  of  the  export^  and  which,  ia 
that  event,  woold  of  couiae  furnish  no  returns  in. 
imports.  Tbe  same  restdt  most  follow  yearly,  till 
tbe  old  stocks  are  redeemed,  unless  new  ones  can, 
for  some  time  longer,  he  sold;  and  lbs  difficul- 
ty be  ibos  deferred,  though  merely  at  the  ex- 
pense of  increasing  the  whole  oliimnte  indebted- 
ness. 

Bat  it  is  n  tonne  of  great  utisfaetion  to  witness 
the  indieatioiu  which  ihiB  unprecedented  amoant  of 
exports,  daring  the  last  foof  years,  has  given  iKt  dw 
continued  prorperity  of  the  eonni^. 

Motvithsianding  some  depressions  inparticalai 
branehes  of  business,  or  in  partieolar  pboes,  the 
general  prosperity  has  been  snch  as  to  create  a, 
targe  surplus  of  prodocts,  and  ta  enable  ns  to  send 
abroad  immense  and  increased  valaes  of  tbrm, 
however  great  the  complaints  have  been  js  to  low 
prices. 

These  ofifeial  records  an  some  of  the  most  au- 
thentic let  is  of  tmth,  amidst  contradictory  conjec- 
tures on  topiss  like  these.  They  show  that  we  have 
been  able  to  spare,  in  exporu  of  domestic  prodac- 
lions  daring  the  last  foor  years,  qoite  $408,894,743 
in  vahie;  while  in  no  previous  term  erf'  that  length, 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  have  thry 
exceeded  $359,447,633.  Except  in  tbe  last  two 
series  of  four  years,  they  have  never  gone  beyond 
^39,576,749;  or,  not  twoihirdq  as  high  as  from 
1837  to  1840.  The  whole  tonnage  of  the  eonatry 
has  aUo  advaneed  within  the  fuor  years  past, 
more  than  30,000  tons. 

Seldom,  indeed,  if  ever,  has  the  navigating  inte- 
rest, one  of  the  great  ej^ponents  of  our  wealui  and 
iiKsreased  commerce,  been  so  piosperoos  as  with- 
in the  last  twelve  months. 

It  is  true  that  a  portion  of  tbe  increase  in  exports 
may  be  attributable  to  some  alteration  in  the  ha- 
bits of  the  community,  not  connected  with  additional 
wealth. 

The  disposition  in  families  to  rely  less  on  their 
own  resoorees  and  obtain  more  by  means  of  mer- 
cantile exehanges  abroad  as  well  as  at  hoine, 
has,  without  doubt,  grown  more  rapidly  of  lata 
years  than  formerly,  and  tended  to  augment  bo(h 
the  imports  and  exports  beyond  what  the  real  ia- 
erease  in  the  amoant  of  products  would  indicate. 
Y«t  Ihe  great  excef  s  of  exports  during  the  last  few 
yean,  over  those  ot  previous  times,  cannot  all  have 
arisen  from  thete  circomslanees.  Granting,  how- 
ever, that  some  of  it  hais  the  consequences  to  that 
extent,  and  in  another  view  of  the  subject,  are  not 
so  well  calculated  to  excite  gratification.  The  in- 
creased dependence  which  the  change  of  habits,  in 
selling  and  buying  to  much  more  of  what  is  con- 
sumed, has  cocasloned  between  different  countries, 
and  those  engaged  in  different  avocations,  as  well 
as  tbe  increased  credit  thus  demanded  through 
many  new  ramifications,  and  the  greater  subjec- 
tion thus  produced  of  almost  every  pursuit  to  tbe 
evils  attendant  on  fioetaaiiaps  in  prices,  on  bank 
expansion^  and  revulsions  in  commerce  have  pro- 
bably exerciied  an  influence  on  tbe  events  of  the 
last  four  years  not  inconsiderable  nor  salutary.- 
Combined  with  other  causes,  they  must  certainly- 
have  tended  to  effect  a  wide  and  unfavoiaUe  alte- 
ration in  pnUio  manners;  and  may,  ia  time,  inilict 
an  injury  on  the  morals  and  character  of  the  na- 
tion, which  will  more  than  counterbalaaee  all  ibe 
gains  in  wealth. 

y.  Tbe  estimates  of  the  receipts  sad  ezpcndi- 
tures  tor  1841  next  demand  attention. 

Tbe  actual  receipts  and  expenditures  in  that  year 
can,  of  course,  h»  to  regulated  by  Congress, 
ihroogh  new  legislation,  as  to  reach  nearly  any 
amount  it  may  eleem  propter.  But  the  nudersigaed 
ran  neither  increase  nor  diminish  them;  thooiha 
duty  is  developed  on  him,  in  respect  to  the  lubjeet, 
wkile  at  tbe  bead  of  the  Treasury,  which  be  now 
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proceeds  to  perfwm-^f  pre»eniing  some  opiainTl 
coneeniing  tne  ambanls  tj  which,  under  the  exist- 
ing laws,  aad  the  calls  of  the  diSerent  department.% 
ihey  are  lilcely  to  attat*. 

He  will  ftinher  5agge»«  any  general- changes 
which  appear  to  him  expMient,  as  well  as  any  ntw 
mlans  deemed  necessary  to  meet  all  the  biudeii«, 
which,  it  is  apprehended,  may  bs  imposfd. 

The  estimates  f>  r  the  ordinary  receipts  and  ex- 
pendiiares  in  the  ensuing  year  differ  some  millions 
from  what  will  be  actually  received  and  expended 
iBthe  pie!rnt  one. 

It  is  ctlcuTa'ed,  however,  that  the  difference  will 
be'what  is  always  most  desirable,— some  increase 
of  the  receipts,  and  a  further  diminution  of  the  ex> 
penditnres. 

The  estimates  for  the  l&lter,  in  the  present  yer.r, 
were  made  le;s  than  those  of  1839;  and  the  results 
have  corresponded.  Indeed,  it  is  a  cause  of  much 
gratification  that  the  expectations  heretofore  che- 
rished, of  materially  redacing  the  public  burdens, 
have  been  verified  to  so  great  an  extent.  Thus, 
the  expenses  of  1838  fell  below  those  of  1837; 
while  the  expenjes  of  1839,  notwithstanding  the 
continaanee  of  the  Florida  war,  were  nearly  eight 
millions  below  those  rf  1838;  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  expenses  of  1840  will  be  from  two  to  three 
millions  still  lower,  or  quite  ten  millions  less  than 
those  of  1838. 

Th' y  would  have  been  nearly  twelve  minion^ 
less,  had  not  that  war  contmord,  and  nnu^ually 
large  payments  been  made  to  Indians,  under  old 
appropriations. 

his  believed  that  the  ordinary  expen'cs  of  1841 
ought  to  'htll  some  millions  below  these  in  1840; 
as  the  pensions  have  (Umiiiishcd  by  deaths, 
fewer  Indians  remain  to  be  removed,  several  ex- 
pensive public  building<i  h»ve  been  mcs-ly  finished, 
and  hostilities  with  the  Scminoles  must  be  nearer  to 
a  close. 

More  details  coneeming  the  estimates  for  the 
next  year  will  be  proper,  and  will  illustrate  the  cor- 
rectness of  some  of  the  preceding  results. 

It  may  be  stated,  from  the  best  data  in  p'«ses- 
Hon  of  this  Department,  that  the  receipts,  under  the 
existirg  laws,  will  probably  be  as  follows: 
'  From  customs        .  .  .      JIO.OOO  000 

Prom  lands  .  .  .         3,50oiO0O 

Prom  miscellaneoos  .  .  80,000 

Add  the  expected   balance  in  the 

Treasnry,  available  on  the  ht  of 

January  next     .  .  .  -       1,580,855 

The  aggregate  of  ordinary  means  for 
the  next  year  would  thea  be  .    24.160,855 

There  will  be  nothing  more,  either  of 
principal  or  interest,  due  from 
banks,  which  is  likely  to  be  made 
available,  except  about       .  .        230,000 

A  power  will  exist,  under  the  act  of 
31st  March,  1840,  to  iv>ne  Treasu- 
ry notes  till  a  year  from  its  passage 
expires,  but  not  to  make  the  whole 
emission  ontttandlng  at  any  one 
lime  exceed  five  millions  of  dollars. 

This  will  furnish  additional  means, 
equal  to  the  computed  amount 
which  can  be  issued  at  the  close  of 
the  present  year,  being  abput         .         342,018 

Hence,  there  may  be  ad.l(d,  from 
these  several  joarces,  to  n>uch  as  to 
make  the  whole  means  fi  r  the  next 

ya*  ....    24,723173 

On  the  other  hand,  the  rrprntliiurco 
for  1841  for  ordinary  purposes,  if 
Congress  make  no  reduction  in  ihc 
appropriations  requested  by  ihe  dif- 
fereat  departments,  arc  estimated 
.    «  •  ■  .  .    lOS.'iOOOO 

Tnis  would  leave  a  balance  in  the 
Treasury,  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
«qu«l  to      .  .  .•  ,    '5,473  473 

Bbi  ceriain  payments  most  alt^o  be 
made  on  account  of  the  fundi  d  ai^d 
unfunded  dtbr,  unless  Congre.'^  au- 
Ihorixe  c  ntracis  to  be  fortht d  for 


txwnding  the  -trme  of  their  pay- 

nSeat.     Thus,   ihera   will   be  re- 
quired— 
On  account  of  the  funded  debt,  chiefly 

fo- the  cities  of  th's  Dsirict  .        #149,300 

Per  the  redemption  of  Treasury  notef, 

if  all  the  others  be  issued  which  cau 

be  ouder  the  present  law,  as  ibrn 

the  amount  rctnnied  within  A.  D, 

1811  will  probably  not  exceed        .      4  500,000 


Estimated  balance  in  the  Treasury  at 
the  close  of  the  next  year,  after  all 
payments  whatever  . 


$4  649,300 


(824,373 


Thuj  it  win  be  seen  that  if  the  whole  of  these 
charges,  both  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  should  be 
required  to  be  extiognisbed  in  1841,  the  estimated 
means  will  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  but  ma^y 
not,  besides,  leave  so  large  a  baUnce  in  the  Trea- 
.•iury  as  is  convenient  and  u>eful.  The  bc>t  me'de 
of  obviating  any  difficulty  which  might  a^ise  fr  m 
that  circumsiaBCc  will  soon  be  considerid  by  itself. 
For  some  further  general  view  of  the  (;roiinds  of 
Ihe  estimate  of  the  expenditures  for  1-41,  it  will  be 
ncocisjry  to  advert  a  few  moments  to  the  new  and 
old  appropriations  from  which  those  expenditares 
arc  to  be  made. 

The  new  ones,  proposed  by  the  different  De- 
parimen's   tor   the   service   of  1841,  amount  to 
(»16,631,530  28. 
Vi2:  Civil,  diplomatic,  and  mi^cella- 

nenui  ....  $3,450,740  13 
Milhary      .  .  ;    7,725,440  94 

Naval        .  .  .  .5  445,339  21 

Besides  these,  certain  pcimattcnt  appropriations 
under  eiisting'Uws  will  become  chitgeabic  on  the 
Treasury  daiirig  the  next  year,  in  snms  as  fol- 
lows: 

For  •rittiMry  furfosti. 
MiliUry        ....       ^64,000 

For  ttktr  purposes. 
Public  debt,  including  interest  and 
first    in'Ttalment   for  the  District 
of  Columbia  .  .  .  149,200 

Redeeming  Treasury  notes  .  .        4,500,000 

These  would  make  the  new  chargrp,  for  ordina- 
ry porposcs,  under  both  new  and  permanent  appro- 
pria<ions^  amount  to  |17,485,5'30  28.  Bu',  in- 
Oludins  the  public  debt  and  the  redemption  of 
Treasury  notes,  these  charges  wonld  be9'J2,134,- 
' 720  28. 

It  wilt  be  perceived,  therefore,  that  thea^gregat* 
of  aoinal  rxpeoditures  during  1841  has  been  com- 
puted to  be  $1,764,480  higher  than  the  esiimaied 
amount  of  new  and  permanent  appropriaiionp. 
This  is  done  not  only  because  some  small  over- 
sights  have  denbtless  occurred  in  the  latter,  aad 
uoavoidab'e  omissions,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
notCK,  but  some  new  private  bills,  granting  money, 
may  be  passi  d  by  Cjngrest,  and  a  greater  propor- 
tion of  the  out&tandinfi;  appropriations  at  the  end  of 
1840  (though  reduced  as  much  as  three  or  four 
millions  less  than  at  the  end  of  1839)  may  be  ex- 
pended in  1841,  than  will  be  left  unexpended  of  the 
new  charges  imp  >seJ.  These  last  tno  item-i  ate 
Hsually  computed  to  equal  each  other.  The  De- 
pariments  calculali',  thai  $6,661,123  of  the  old  ap- 
propriatiocs  will  be  reqiiireit  lo  romplete  the  pur- 
poses originally  cnnteoiplaled  by  them. 

They  piopojc  only  to  apply  about  $3,743,904  of 
them  to  the  service  of  the  ensuing  yctr,  without  re- 
appropriation;  and  the  residue,  dmouniing  to 
$I33,S78,  it  is  cxperled  will  go  to  the  surplus  fund 
Tbey  csiiifi'jic  ihe  vrhole  of  ibcm  at  the  close  of  the 
yearto  be  $10,519,91)5. 

VI.  A  lew  mure  exphaaltons  of  other  grounds 
for  the  estimates  of  receipts  and  expeadiiores  for 
ihe  next  year  may  be  useful. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  estima'es  for  boih  are 
founded  principally  on  the  existing  laws.  Sionid 
Congress,  therefore,  alter  tbe  tariff,  so  as  to  in- 
crease or  reduce  the  duties,  the  expected  amount  of 
receipts  must  of  couise  be  varied  in  that  proiior- 
tioo. 

So  it  must  be  if  Congress  makes  any  essentia] 
rhang?  in  tet^ect  to  the  public  lands,  and  cither 


passes  a  graduation  WU,  and  creates  new  land  dis- 
tricts HI  which  surveys  are  read;  far  large  sales,  a« 
this  wonld  increase  the  immediate  receipts;  or  if, 
on  the  other  haad,  it  should  distribnte  IhB  proceeds 
of  t!;e  $a1es  among  the  Stated,  as  thit  would  dimi- 
nish the  revtinue  applieable  to  the  pnrpose-i  of  the 
Qentral  Qorernmeni,  and  render  a  resort  to  new 
taxation,  an  increased  tariff,  or  a  loan,  indispensa- 
ble, to  ih;  extent  of  the  distribution. 

The  estimates  of  the  receipu  from  casloms  hSve 
bfrn  Ij.seoed  somewhat,  becatlss  the  importaticn 
of  certain  articles  plying  a  duty  will,  in  1841,  be 
partially  postponed  to  1842,  in  consrquenca  of  the 
great  reduction  in  the  tariff  on  them  which  will 
take  place  in  the  latter  year  under  tbt!  existing 
laws. 

So  have  ihfy  been  oa  account  of  the  greater  pro- 
portionate bounties  and  drawbacks  which  are  now 
returned  on  several  articles,  and  some  beneficial 
operation  anticipated  fn  m  the  Independent  Trea- 
sury in  checking  specula'ton.    ' 

On  the  contrary,  the  revu!$ions  in  business 
which  have  occurred  since  t'-e  middle  of  1839,  and 
deeply  affected  th^  revenue  of  some  other  countries 
as  well  as  our  own,  and  the  protiacied  susfeation 
of  spf cie  piymeuts  by  many  of  the  hanks,  which 
hi-i  continued  over  a  large  part  uf  the  Uaited  States 
siccc  Octsber  in  that  year,  viM  probably  terminate 
soon,  by  the  s:iluizry  reaction  of  great  cnmmerciai 
principle.*;  and  thai  eveDt  inosl  be  accompanied  by 
a  considerable  inert  ase  of  imports  and  duties. 
The  amount  of  the  latter,  therefore,  l.as  been  esti- 
mated higher  than  the  actual  receipts  in  the  pre- 
sent year,  but  cot  so  high  fis  they  weie  in  1839  by 
about  two  millions,  nor  so  high  as  n^any  aniicipatc 
they  will  be.  But  if  t'le  bank<  do  not  speedily  re- 
sume, it  ii  to  be  f»arcd  that  ihc  c^lima'e  will  (u-e^ve 
larger,  imtesdof  smaller,  than  cveiitawill  verify. 

Tite  revenue  from  Ian 's  must  continue  to  be 
lower  under  the  piesentlaws  ih  .n  misht  o°hcrwi:« 
be  expected,  because  that  p:>ttion  of  the  vast  sales 
in  1835  ahl  1836  which  were  m«de  (o  speculators, 
must  for  some  years  longer  come  into  tbe  market 
in  cotnpeliiioo  with  the  Uovcrnmeni;  and  the  emi- 
gration to  Texas,  as  well  as  the  continnance  of  the 
fuspens'on  of  srecie  piymenls  by  the  banks  over 
much  of  ihe  West  and  Southwest,  is  likely  to  ope- 
rate irijnriously  somewhat  l>>nger,  though  probably 
with  a  force  much  diminished. 

1.1  rt>spcct  to  ihe  estimates  for  expenditures,  il 
need  only  be  observed  here,  that  any  considerable 
addition  mvle  by  Congress  to  the  new  appropria- 
tions called  for,  would  require  a  provision  of  fur- 
ther means  to  meet  them,  corresponding  in  amoani; 
asd  any  diminution  in  ihos;  appropr  aiions  woold 
also  rednce,  in  a  similar  maaucr,  the  amount  of 
mcars  ot!ietwife  necesssry, 

Vil.  It  is  prnprr  to  advert  next  to  the  best  mode 
of  avoiding  any  inequality  between  the  anticipated 
receip's  and  rxpenditmes, either  in  1841  or  1843. 

It  h<!s  alreaitv  been  shown  that  the  whole  amount 
of  re.  C'pisin  1841  will  piobably  be  sufficient  ta 
discharge  all  ordinary  eiptn  liturcs,  and  those  parts 
of  the  ouis^andin;  debt,  funded  or  unfondcd, 
which  may  bec<ime  due.  But  the  prascrvation  of 
a  suitable  balance  in  ihe  Treasury  may  require 
more  than  what  will  probably  be  left  after  satisfy- 
ing other  purposes.  The  raising  of  any  sum  for 
thaiobject  in  1841  could,  however,  be  obviated  by 
anthnrizing  a  contract  to  be  made,  under  propi  r 
restrictionr,  extending  the  period  of  paymcot  f^r  a 
portion  of  the  temf/orary  liabili  jcs  tailing  due  in 
that  )ea'.  Ye',  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned, 
the  best  moic  of  providing  for  ihi<  case  would  b', 
without  eillicr  an  rx'cDsion  of  this  kind,  or  a  loan, 
or  a /urthcr  !d-5ue  01  Tieasory  notts,  or  a  change 
in  the  tariff;  but  merely  hv  li-s  eaing  the  appropri- 
ations for  t!  e  service  of  18-11  btlow  the  estimates, 
or  by  passing  such  declaratory  olau.>es  as  lo  the 
present  tariff,  and  rnch  acts  as  to  the  public  land'<, 
as  have  heretofuie  been  urged  on  the  consideration, 
of  Oongriss. 

Th";  arguments  in  favor  of  some  further  di- 
minution in  our  rxprnditurr.s  and  Ihe  sener&l 
items  in  which  thv  rvductiou  is  cons.deied  most 
C'mpaiible  piih  ihe  juMicinure.'-l.-!,  were  so  fully 
exhibited  in  'hela<^i  two  annual  lepurts  a>lo render 
a  tepelitio;i  of  ih-m  onneccr-sary. 

Il  was  thea  believed  thai  the  laws  could  be  alter- 
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1 1  ao  » 10  admit  bf  tUt\f  caitatliHg  the  •pf^ri- 
MWm  at  obct,  b  muA  an  client  that  the  «xpendi> 
tares  nerd  art  exceed,  in  the  ag;!rt«tte,  seveitteen 
or  e'ghtern  lulllijns  yearly.  Arur  more  of  the 
pentioBs  termina'e,  and  the  removaj^or  the  Indians 
is  enmptetfd,  'hey  eoold  be  b<D"ficully  contracted 
to  evrn  less  than  that  amoant.  8Dch  a  redaciion 
as  is  Ari't  adrerted  tb  srtttts,  iher^rcre,  pto^t  to  be 
Idopied  con',  since  i'.  cmild  be  effectrd  without  the 
rrobabilitrof  injtiry  to  any  u°eral  national  esla- 
Uisbment,  wonld  promofe  pabi.e  fragslity,  and  su- 
penede  the  neeestiiy  either  vf  higher  tariffs,  direct 
ItJtes,  ot  permanent  debts. 

If  that  be  not  done,  the  sewnd^ry  measores  be- 
fore tng^e;tcd,  fDch  as  a  declaratory  act  to  enf>jrce 
t'-e  presrnt  tariff,  a  snitaMe  mcdiGcalicn  of  the 
drawbacks  aitd  bonatirs;  and  the  passage  of  bills 
Itradaatin;  the  price  of  f  nblic  lands,  as  well  as 
creatiitgs  me  new  districts  frr  the  ;a'e  of  them, 
woQ'd  be  llkdy,  if  taking  effect  eilrly,  to  yield  a 
Itli'able  ^upply  in  the  conrse  of  ih:  year. 

Ii  will  be  observeJ,  huwerer,  that  ihoogh,  nndfr 
riiher  of  these  arrangrmrnu:,  enough  might  b?  ob-- 
tiiinrd  wiihin  the  whole  of  1841  for  the  objfcis 
contemplated,  yet  not  a  doe  or  sufficient  proportion 
inihe  ISrstqnart.r;  beeans*  by  ihat  time  all  the 
neasare't  are  not  likely  lo  go  into  full  operation, 
BOT  mnch  of  the  anticipated  increase  U  happen  in 
the  actual  receipts  of  Anits  uadcr  existing  laws. 
Uan^inally  heavy  expenses  wi'l  also  fall  on  that 
qoancr  in  the  n;xi  year.  la  addition  to  a  fall  por- 
tion of  most  of  >he  cnrrent  expenses,  aodihe  whole 
p^nMon  payments  for  the  firil  half  of  ihe  ye  r,  and 
03e-tbird  tf  a  million, or  more,  for  all  the  antiaal 
6  -bin;  boan'ies,  there  will  be  imposed  on  it  most 
of  the  charf  OS  for  the  whole  year  connected  with 
the  session  of  CongreM  and  private  bills,  a^  well  a.<i 
large  paymints  for  takiag  the  census  and  for  the 
firsi  instalment  of  the  debt  of  this  Disirici;  several 
of  ihem  as  early  even  as  the  first  day  of  January. 

From  these  circamstaBces,  and  the  considerations 
that  all  which  is  doe  from  the  banks  may  art 
be  then  paid,  and  that  the  balance  in  the  Trea- 
iury,  nnder  the  poKey  adopied  by  Congress  of  late 
years,  will  of  necessity  be  email,  while  the  flac- 
laatioiii  and  inequalities  are  very  great  between 
the  recerpts  and  expendi'ures  in  different  portions 
of  the  year,  to  which  we  are  coastantly  rxpoi^ed 
from  eaoscs  that  have  on  former  occasions  t>ecn 
expteined  at  length,  it  must  be  obvious  ihit  entire 
safely  rrqnires  a  conditional  power  to  be  srasona- 
b4y  conferred  on  the  Executive  to  obtain  at  any 
time  with  1841  such  subeidury  means  as  may  be 
needed  for  a  fewmoth;,  and  as  may  be  sufficient 
to  enable  the  T.eanry  punctnally  to  discharge, 
during  that  year,  all  the  liabilities  imposed  by  Con- 
gress. 

ThereJs  another  contingency  onder  the  existing 
law;,  astt>dntie?,  which  requires  attention,  with  a 
view  to  be  properly  prepared  for  ii;  though  legir- 
lation  coneerniDg  the  tubjeet  is  not  necessary  so 
early  as  in  the  other  case,  because  the  event  on 
which  it  depends  cannot  aclua'ly  happen  till  the 
year  1843 

Thus  the  progressire  redattion  of  the  pre^'ent  la- 
riff,  which  has  l>een  going  on  since|1833,  will,  after 
Dermber,  1641,  tcke  effect  to  a  much  larger  ex- 
tent than  bentofore.  Nearly  two  millions  and  a 
hair  of  dollars  will   then  be  deducted  at  once. 

Oo  the  Isi  of  Jnty  afterwards,  at  Ivast  two  mil- 
lions anJ  a  half  moie  of  duties  will  be  removed; 
nakln;  an  aggregate,  in  9ix  month;,  of  quite  6vo 
millions.  If  the  impom  th«'n  should  not  differ 
mnch  from  '.hose  in  1838,  this  would  leave  an  in- 
come f.om  them,  not  probably  exceeding  len  or 
eleven  mi  h»ns  ofdoiUis  yearly.  It  will  therefore 
be  necessary  lo  make  corresp<>ndin<;  rciiuciions  in 
tb«  expendilares  of  184:},  or  seasonably  provide 
o  herwise,  in  som:  permanent  «tanner,  lo  supply 
any  wants  likely  to  happen  from  this  cause. 

Shonld  Congro's  conclude  that  such  reduction  in 
the  expt  ndiinres  cannot  properly  be  male,  and  Ihtt 
thii  imports  for  1843  wilt  not  increase  beyond  tho.-'e 
in  1938,  t'.e  amonnt  of  the  defic  ency  would,  in 
those  event ',  probably  differ  but  liitle  from  five 
milKons.  Sacb  a  dcficieacy  woqIJ,  un'icr  the^e 
ciream^-anc'v,  b;  likely  to  become  permnnent,  and 
may  be  considered  the  first  cf  that  character  which 
will  oecur  ander  iht;  tariff  ad  of  1833. 


"the  idkA  that  sncii  a  debeieney  in  time  of  prac« 
ooght  to  be  sopplied  by  issnes  of  Treasury  notes, 
or  by  a  loan,  has  never  been  estertained  by  the 
undersigned.  Nor  can  it  be  countenanced  by  any 
sound  principles  either  of  finance  or  political  ece- 
nomy.  The  inquiry  then  reca-s,  what  other  mode 
would  be  more  cli^lblet  When  we  possessed  an 
cxirar  rd-inary  sarplu>,  it  was  considered  prudent  by 
Congic  8  to  make  deposKes  with  the  Suies,  with  a 
view  to  be  returned  in  an  cxlgenbyi  r&lher  than  to 
invest  A  p(>r;ion  of  it  safely  and  productively,  so  as 
to  be  realiz  d  in  such  an  event.  It  wonld  therefore 
be  eos.sistent  with  that  arrangement  to  recall,  in 
1843,  such  fart  of  the  surplus  as  may  be  then 
needed. 

That  course,  however,  appra's  not  very  likely  lo 
be  adopted,  since  the  former  power  given  to  this 
Department  to  recall  these  depotites  has  b?en  taken 
away  by  djngrtss. 

Another  pr.  cticable  mode  would  be  (o  rewrt  to 
diieci  taxes.  But  this  is  so  nnsnited  to  ths  general 
habits,  and  so  nncongeniil  lo  the  opioions  u(  most 
of  our  population,  that  its  ad'^ption  ii  not  to  be  an- 
lic'pa'ed.  So^ie  other  permanent  resource  must 
ihen  be  lookeJ  to.  The  choice  will  proba'jiy  rest 
between  the  large  redaciion  of  expenditure,  with 
the  ether  accompanying  measures  before  speciliel, 
and  some  extensive  modification  of  the  present  la- 
riff.  Etptanattons  have  heretofore  been  given  by 
the  undersi^ced  in  favor  of  the  former  conrfe;*  and 
it  would  probably  provt  saSieient  to  meet  the  emer- 
genry,  if  the  reduction  be  pushed  vigorously,  and 
especia'ly  if  the  imports  after  1841  shall  exceed 
those  in  1833,  which  is  regarded  as  probable. 

But  Congress  mayttotcineide  wi  h  him  in  opi- 
nioiv  on  these  point*,  ani*,  for  covering  the  ooniin- 
g*ncy,  may  c  msidcr  the  adoption  of  some  perma- 
nent change  in  the  tariff  a^  preferable,  and  a;  not 
130  early  at  the  pre-icnt  .<^;ssion,  lo  give  fa>l  notice 
of  its  character,  before  goisg  into  operilion,  in  or- 
der ihtt  Ihe  d'fierent  interests  most  affected  ty  it 
shall  have  time  to  become  gndually  adjusted  to  ils 
provisions. 

In  that  event,  it  might  be  supposed  Ihat  the  un- 
dersigned had  avoided  due  responsibility,  and  a 
timely  discharge  of  doty,  if  he  were  not  prepared 
to  offer  some  views  concerning  the  details,  as  well 
as  general  principles,  which  he  deems  applicable  to 
sneh  a  change.  He  has  therefore  examined  the 
snbjee*,  and  is  ready  to  present  the  resalis  at  any 
moment  either  House  of  Congress  shall  express  a 
wish  to  ihat  effect.  But  he  refrains  from  submit- 
ting them  without  a  special  request,  because  some 
doubt  cxibt ',  onder  circumstances  which  can  be 
properly  appreciate)*,  as  to  the  delicacy  of  his  di»- 
cursing  a  measure  at  Ih's  time,  which  the  Leeis'a- 
tnre  may  not  consider  it  nr«?^sary  to  act  on  till  a 
new  CooBress  assembler. 

VIII.  The  mode  of  kcr ping  ihe  pnblic  money 
recently  e»labli>hed  by  Congie7«,  has  thus  far  an- 
swered the  expectations  of  this  Depaitment. 

The  numerous  labors,  perplexities,  and  delays  of 
putting  a  new  system  into  operation,  have  been 
mosiy  overcome,  and  no  losses  whatever  are 
known  to  hAve  occurred  under  it. 

Some  of  Ihe  provLnons  in  the  law  arc  deemed 
obj'>ctioDable  in  iheir  detail",  an  I  are  resprcfolly 
recommendrd  to  Congress  fur  revision.  But  tiey 
are  not  suppo.nd  10  aff.ct  in  the  slg^test  di.'grce 
any  principle  involved  in  tha  measure. 

Thai",  the  ordinary  clerks  authorized  are  nume- 
rous enough,  yet  a  principal  one  is  needed  at  Ne« 
York  ci'y,  with  such  corop'-nsaiion  as  is  n»ual  at  a 
place  of  so  lirgc  and  important  bo'-'ine^s. 

On  full  inquiry,  it  has  b'Tn  found  aii>o  that  no 
site  could  probably  be  purchased  for  the  (rectien  of 
an  (  flice  at  St.  Loul',  which  would  b<»  more  fuita- 
ble  than  a  lot  now  owned  by  the  United  Sia'cs; 
and  it  ma/  be,  un  ler  a  forthtr  examinmion  which 
is  in  progress,  Ibat  no  nsw  bni'd'ng  could  be  erect- 
ed on  that  site,  wh'ch  would  prove  more  economi- 
cal and  conven'eni,  thin  one  which  can  be  pnr- 
cha  ed  already  rrec'.ed.  A  suitable  change  in  the 
appropriation  on  that  subject  is  therc''ore  rrs^icct- 
fully  recommended 

A  provision  is  needed  likewise  in  case  of  vacan- 
e'.es,  from  any  cawse  wha'ever,  in  the  (flices  of  a- 
eeiveis  general  and  ireasuicis.  One  has  formerly 
beea  aHied  in  relation  to  collectors  of  the  cnsloms, 


In  cases  of  removals  mod  expirations  of  Mm  terms 
ot  oflice,  to  prevent  an  interregnum  in  the  dis' 
charg-  of  tb*  duties.  This  might  property  be 
adopted  as  to  them,  and  extended  to  receivers  geae- 
r<il  and  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  as  well 
as  of  Ihe  Mint  and  its  t>raneh«»,  in  all  insianres 
whatever  of  vacancy  or  temporary  inabili'y  of  the 
pt  incipal.  Perhaps  Ihe  least  objectionable  mode  to 
effect  Ibis  object  would  be,  to  direct  that  the  chief 
clerk  of  all  these  ( fficers  should,  ia  such  cases,  and 
where  no  other  legal  provision  now  exists,  be  au- 
thoiized  and  r^qnired  to  discharge  these  datiecj  at 
the  riik  and  under  the  responsibility  ol  ibe  prinoi* 
pal  and  his  securities,  till  the  vacancy  is  filled,  or 
the  disability  removed. 

In  consequence  of  some  defncta  in  the  phraseo- 
logy of  the  penal  parts  of  the  act,  a  new  elaose 
extenliag  Ihem  to  all  disbursing  offioers  of  every 
character  under  the  Gene  al  Qovernment  would  ha 
jodir1on°.  A  further  provibion  also,  re^proling 
the  places  of  depoiite,  by  disbursfng  oiSceiS)  of 
m'ney  not  in  'he  Tiesfury,  but  drawn  out  and 
put  into  ihcir  hands  for  making  paymrntt-,  appears 
necessary. 

The  keeping  <  f  8ud>  money  is  now  rtf  alated  by 
the  act  of  3d  of  March,  1809;  and  if  it  is  intended 
10  bring  it  wiihio  ihe  operation  of  the  Iftte  law  as 
lo  mney  in  the  Treasury,  it  seems  proper  to  do  so 
by  tin  explicit  ensciment. 

Toeseciian  rrqairing  disbursing  ofll;«rs  lorell 
their  drafts  for  specie  alone,  ihoogh  ccilain  pro* 
portions  of  paper  are  allowed  to  be  received  lor  all 
public  dues,  appears  not  to  be  in  symmetry  with 
those  xther  provinioa^.  The  general  infliaioeof 
the  prereot  .syMem  is  believed  lo  have  been  thus 
far  salutary.  The  true  standard  «f  value  has  be  >n 
rendered  more  familiar,  confidence  has  been  ia- 
crea-ed  in  Its  stability,  prices  have  gradually  ritea, 
business  improved,  and  exchanges  altered  grea4y 
for  the  belter. 

If  something  has  been  or  may  be  lo^t  in  conve- ' 
nienre,  (which  is  not  unlikely,)  by  the  ir.creasiDg 
disnse  of  a  paper  currency  fur  public  paymtntr, 
much  more  will  prt>bably  be  gained  by  the  eii- 
cnm.staLcos  before  rnum°raied,  as  well  as  by  tbo 
greater  s:enrity  in  the  use  of  specie,  the  mwe 
stable  value  imparted  by  the  preseut  system  to  pre- 
perty  and  labor,  and  the  s'rong  check  established 
by  it,  not  only  against  defalcations,  bnt  against 
bABk  expansions,  excesrivc  spccnlaiions,  Mid  com- 
mercial fluctnatfoos. 

Even  any  inconvenience  attending  this  change 
in  the  currency  used,  if  found  particularly  embw"- 
rasaing,  can  bs  overcome  hereafter,  ard  the  syr- 
tem  still  maintained,  should  Congress  feel  disfosed 
10  adopt  the  raeasnie  which  was  suggested  for  that 
purpose  by  the  nnders^igned  in  September,  1837. 

Snch  a  measure  would  often  furnish  every  ad- 
vantage of  a  circnlatiug  medium,  ra'>y  of  transpor- 
tation, of  the  highest  possible  credit,  and  nt  the 
same  time  requiring  an  equal  amount  of  specie  lo 
be  employed,  (though  in  depoai<e,)  and  without 
snbjec'ing  any  uf  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  Govem- 
ment  to  that  legal  dependence  on  ct-rporatiens  fur 
their  management,  which  U  so  objeciiiMiabIs  in 
many  respects,  as  never  to  have  been  attempted  in 
the  minag'meol  o(  any  of  its  other  affairs,  civil  ok 
military. 

Thd  iQpics  of  the  condition  of  the  binks  of  the 
Union;  the  slate  of  the  curreno ;  the  proper  places 
o(  deposilc  for  the  public  lunds,  and  oiker  matttra 
immediately  connected  with  them,  have  engrossed 
a  considerable  poitioa  of  the  annual  reports  from 
tht<  Department  for  several  years. 

But  the  keeping  of  the  mrney  in  the  Treisnry 
being  riow  s'parated  from  the  banks,  and  ihc  kind 
of  money  lo  be  received  and  paid  oui  5xed  by  new 
ler.al  provi^ionr,  it  is  not  c<>n<-idered  material  at 
this  time  further  to  di'cn-s  these  matters,  >hin  lo 
submit  the  general  remarks  nhieh  will  be  found  at 
the  close  of  Ibis  commuDication. 

IX.  Some  miscellaneous  topics  connected  with 
the  finances  deserve  a  brief  notice. 

The  variouv  measures  heretofore  recommended 
to  Congress  by  the  undersigned,  and  which  have 
not  yet  bei^n  fio.illy  acted  on,  ate  again  respeaifnl- 
ly  recalled  to  ils  aitention. 

Without  reeapiiolaiing  them,  it  will  beft>nnd,on 
a  reference  to  ftsmer  reports,  that  many  of  the  sab- 
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jeots  possess  iBQch  importance  in  a  Aacul  view,  and 
every  y*uM  experience  baa  Mrengtbened  the  Con- 
Tielion  of  the  usefulorsii  of  eaily  a«iioa  upon 
theai4 

I(  affords  me  pleasore  to  stale  that,  since.the  last 
scs  ion,  the  Neapolitan  Government,  oader  it^  trea- 
ty of  indemtity,  ha«  paid  promptly  anotber  insial- 
meoi,  wbieb  this  Oepariment  has  been  enabled  to 
have  remitted  bone  early,  and  di&tribuied  among 
the  claimants. 

Thesiteationor  the  Genrral  L^nd  Office,  and 
its  operations  vitbin  the  year,  will  be  submitted  se- 
parately  in  a  fe<v  days. 

Sis  old  land  disircts  have  been  recently  diswn- 
tinned,  acder  the  set  tf  June  13,  1840.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  toms  others  might  economically  aud  use- 
fully be  abolished' by  Coiigress,  though  not  cnmiag; 
within  the  provisions  ol  that  law.  Such  is  the 
office  at  Greensbnrg,!  Louisiana.  One  dislrict  in 
Indiana,  incinding  ibc  capital  of  the  Stale,  is 
thonght,  from  its  peculiar  positi  d,  to  require  spe- 
cial lrgi>lation  to  exempt  it  Irom  the  operation  of 
the  late  act. 

This  occasion  is  taken,  also,  to  renew  ihe  recom- 
menilations,  before  presettled  by  this  Department  to 
Congress  and  the  appropriate  committees,  for  ihe 
diteoniinvance  of  oeriain  officeis  now  employed  in 
the  collection  of  duties,  whoae  further  terviees,  it 
hai  been  believed,  could  be  safely  dispensed  with, 
in  conseqoeice  of  the  reduction  in  bu&imss  of  late 
years  at  the  diflereni  places  nhere  tbey  are  siaiion- 
ed.  Tb<  y  include  some  coilectois  and  naval  offi- 
ceiF,  and  several  survtyorc,  amounting  in  all  to 
«i«hteen,  but  whose  offices  cannot  be  abolished 
wi'hout  new  legislaiion. 

AU  the  subordinate  eastont-house  officers,  which 
it  is  oompeleni  for  tbii  Department,  without  such 
legislation,  to  dispense  wiib,  and  whose  sinaiion 
wjs  in  other  respects  similar,  have  already  been 
d'scominard,  including,  within  two  years,  more 
tjan  fifty  officers,  and,  besides  ihnse,  five  vessels  and 
boats,  with  nearly  one  hundred  men,  in  ibe  cutter 
8  rvice.  In  about  forty  other  ca.-es,  the  comprnsz- 
t  OB  of  officers  and  light- house  keepers  hai  been  re- 
doeed. 

X.  In  cloiiog  this  last  annual  report  ef  iheun- 
denignrd,  it  may  be  expected  that  he  would  ad- 
vert, for  a  moment,  to  the  general  chargcier  of 
some  of  our  financial  operations  during  the  period 
of  his  connection  with  theTieainty  Depaiiment. 

Though  employed  in  different  Bxecutive  offices 
nearly  ten  years,  he  has  been  connected  with  ibe 
Tieasuiy  only  from  ^x  to  seven  of  them. 

Daring  this  tarm  there  has  occurred  much  to 
evince  the  great  fiscal  power,  en  well  as  prosperity 
of  the  Union.  Some  reverses  have,  at  limes,  over- 
taken the  rashness  displayed  by  pait«  of  the  com- 
maoity  in  ccrutin  braDcbes  busioeis,  and  have  ex- 
tended their  adverse  influences  lo  the  revenue  de- 
pendent apon  them.  Bat  the  period  and  the  coun- 
try, a«  a  whole,  have  been  almost  unexampled  in 
prosperous  developmenla. 

Thus,  in  respect  to  our  receipts.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  unusual  revulsions  in  imports  on  two  icca- 
sions,  &o  sensibly  lessening  Ihe  revenue;  notvith- 
sianding  any  losses  suiitaiard  in  thoce  crises,  by  ibe 
Qovcrnment,  ibroogh  efficrrs,  banks,  or  merchants; 
and  notwithstdnding  tho  biennial  reduction  in  ihe 
duties,  whic*)  has  by  law  been  constantly  going 
on,  as  well  as  the  remission  of  several  m>lioas 
to  railroa  1  corporauon!>,  and  under  new  judicial 
coDstructiont;  yet  our  condition  h2s  tMscn  so 
fltmrishine,  as  to  yitld  a  revenue  during  thit 
time  sufficient,  after  all  those  deductions,  te  ac- 
complish the  following  import»ut  r.'sult).  It  has 
enabled  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  current  cxprndi- 
lures  o(  the  Government,  as  well  as  tho  exiraordi- 
niry  ones  by  Indian  wars,  irealiep,  and  other  co.slly 
meanures,  arid,  Without  imposing  any  new  taxctt, 
or  higher  tarid,  and  without  any  new  funded  debt 
whatever,  but  (Xtingni>hing  considerable  remalas 
of  the  oM  one,  and  paying  the  ioteiest  on  thit  as- 
sumed for thi^Dislrict,io save  the  unprecedented  tur- 
plus  of  mure  than  toeniy-eighl  millions  of  dil- 
lars,  and  depei>ite  ihe  same  with  the  States  for 
safe  keeping  till  ne?ded  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment. 

Tee  only  pernaient  aid  in  effecting  this,  bey  on  1 
Ibe  receipts  from  vrdinary  sources,  has  leen  the 


debt  due  from  the  United  States  BABk,of  about  eight 

millions,  and  the  Treasury  notes  now  ouutanding, 
equal  to  nearly  four  and  a  half  millions.  But  dur- 
ing that  period,  a  sum  not  far  from  the  firstamoniM 
has  b.'en  applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  principal 
and  interest  of  the  old  funded  debt;  so  that,  to- 
wards the  payment  of  all  other  eip»nses,  only  be- 
tween four  and  five  millions,  beyond  what  was 
temporary,  and  what  bai  already  been  refunded  or 
adjusted,  have  been  received  from  any  extraneous 
source  whatever. 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  current  revenue, 
notwithstanding  all  reductions,  has  been  adi  quale 
to  defray  b'lih  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  de- 
mands, anri,  af.er  taking  from  wh«t  is  deposited 
w.th  the  Stale;,  sufiicicnl  to  extinguish  every  kind 
of  indeb'cdne^s  created  on  account  of  the  General 
Government  during  the  f^ame  period,  to  leave  on 
band  the  large  balance  of  nearly  twenty-four  mil- 
lions. 

It  is  true  that  the  available  stms  in  the  Treasury 
at  the  commencement  and  cleie  of  the  period  in 
question  will  probably  prove  different  in  tmonni; 
buMfmade  equal,  a  surplus  would  still  b«  left, 
which  is  likely  to  exceed  seventeen  or  eigh'een  mil- 
lions of  dolUr?. 

Beside  this  reeorded  evidence  <  f  Ibe  prosperity 
of  the  c<  UDtry  and  the  fiscal  ability  of  the  General 
Government  in  those  years,  it  is  gralifyiog,  amidst 
man/  misapprebensiot.s  concerning  the  subject,  to 
icflect  on  another  circumstai.ce  connected  with  our 
financial  operations,  which  has  also  become  matter 
of  history.  It  is  this:  Taou^b  destitute  of  the  aid 
of  a  United  Su'e«  Bank  as  a  fiscal  sgent  during  that 
period,  and  baffled  by  various  nnremedied  imper- 
fections in  the  laws  connected  with  the  finances,  as 
well  as  embarrassed  by  two  suspensions  of  specie 
payments  by  many  t'f  the  State  banks — one  still 
coaiinuin;;  yet  the  Treasary  has  been  able  to  make 
its  vast  collections,  transfers,  and  paymenit,  with 
promptitude,  and  in  most  cases  with  specie  or  its 
equivalent. 

Some  correct  judgment  can  be  formed  of  the  ex- 
tent and  d'ffijuliy  of  tbe.<^e  op* rations,  when  it  is 
recollected  thit  the  whole  sums  which  have  thus 
been  collected,  without  deducting  fractions,  added 
to  those  'urns  which  have  been  paid  over  chiefly 
by  another  cla^  of  iffi  ers,  have  exceeded 
the  extraordinary  aggregate  of  |360  000,000, 
and  been  dispersed  over  a  territory  cf  nearly 
two  m  llion  vqnare  miles  io  extent  It  is,  more- 
over, ascertained  -  that  the  whole  losses  within 
the  same  time  by  defaul>s,  large  and  small,  and 
in  ad  kind/i  of  c>ffi;:e$,  will  .probably  not  equal 
half  of  one  per  cent,  on  that  amount;  and  bow- 
ever  cffitial  delitjquencies  may,  in  same  cases, 
have  inevitably  been  aggravated  by  the  unpre- 
cedenicd  .•'pecu'ations  of  the  times,  and  by 
great  revulsions  and  failures  among  banks 
and  individuals,  those  losses  will  not  be  one-foarih 
so  large,  in  proportion  to  the  amounts  collected  and 
paid,  as  in  some  previous  terms,  when  the  system 
under  a  United  Siale.s  Bank  was  in  full  operation. 

A  few  words  may  be  proper  as  to  the  expendi- 
tures (during  the  same  peiiod.  Though  they  were 
of  neceviiy  aQgmen<ed  by  some  of  the  circum- 
stances before  mentioned,  two  Indian  treaties  only, 
ont  of  a  largi  number,  having  already  involved  as 
io  the  expense  of  n  arly  twenty-three  millions  of 
dollar.^;  yet  the  sger  gale  of  all  has  been  much  re- 
duced siace  Ihe  influences  of  thore  causes  and  the 
impulses  of  an  overflowing  Tieasury  have  dimi- 
nished. The  expenditures  have  fallen  yearly  since 
1837,  till  ihey  are  now  only  twenty-two  and  a  half 
m  liicns  independent  of  any  debt  and  trusts,  and 
aie  supposed  lo  be  in  prcgre;s  to  a  still  lower 
amount- 

Tbe  nnderfi^ned  has  earnestly  urged  a  more  rapid 
reduction.  He  has  has  considered  the  great  safe- 
guard agiin:latou  splendid  central  government, 
which  would  cen»lantly  threaten  to  overshadow  all 
Slate  tndependencr,and  attract  the  ambition  of  mo»t 
of  the  fricn's  of  Slate  Riph'.s  from  humb'er  pa  hsof 
fiugality  and  principle  into  the  dazzling  vortex  of 
higher  pairon?gp,  huaorr,  and  emoluments.  While 
the  s'imolaats  to  excesses  shall  continue  lo  lessen, 
nothing  will  be  necesssary  to  insure  the  furiher  suc- 
cess of  an  economical  policy,  but  perseverance  in 
retrenehmenls,  wherever  they  ate  practicable  with- 


out injury  to  the  public  interests.  The  removals  of. 
Indians  being  mostly  finished,  and  the  chief 
causes  of  frontier  wars  extinguished,  nnlejs  imw 
objects  of  expenditure  hi  selected,  or  a  great  ea- 
Jargem^ni  given  to  some  already  existing,  the 
whole  amount  Iftusi,  of  neces^ity,  conttaci  hereafier 
very  rapidly.  The  same  resiilt  will  be  farther 
promoted  by  the  deaths  of  pensionerr,  inrreasing 
through  advanced  age,  and  the  completion  cf  many 
public  workf,  as  well  as  by  persisting  in  a  fir|&  po- 
licy to  avoid  the  wasteful  expense  of  nnnecessary 
foreign  coHisiooF,  and  to  refrain  from  those  lavish 
expenditures  for  certain  domestic  object;,  over 
which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Government 
is  often  questionable,  and  which  always  open  the 
widest  door  to  extravagance,  favoritism,  and  cor- 
ruption. 

Pne  of  tbagreale-a  eviU  lo  the  public  service,  as 
well  as  to  the  security  of  private  basine»f ,  daring  a 
part  of  the  above  period,  has  consisted  in  the  Aac. 
luations  to  which  both  have  been  subjected. 

With  only  a  single  year  interveninp,  and  with- 
out any  material  change  in  the  tariff,  or  any  vba'.- 
ever  lu  the  price  of  the  public  lat;d',  we  have  teen 
the  revenue  from  ordinary  sources  suddenly  vary 
from  nearly  fifty  millions  annually  to  eighteen;  and, 
on  two  occisions  sincr,  vibrate  to  th«  extraordi- 
nary extent  of  nearly  eight  and  eleven  millions 
yearly. 

The  itansactioni!  of  individuals  upon  which  oar 
revenue  depends,  must,  of  course,  have  ottdergone 
an  unusual  change  at  the  same  time. 

The  imports  fell  within  two  yearj,  in  the  case 
first  referred  to,  from  near  one  hundred  and  ninety 
millions  to  one  hundred  and  fouiteen;  and  in  the 
single  year  just  passed,  fell  almost  sixty  millions. 
Such  inflations  and  contractions  must  be  destruc- 
tive of  all  confidence  in  calculations  for  the  futore. 
while  tbe  causes  of  them  shall  continue  to  operate 
unremedied. 

What  were  those  caosev? 

They  will  be  foand  to  have  been  chiefly  connect- 
ed with  the  abuses  of  banking.  On  the  occasion 
first  referred  lo,  tbey  were  the  snperabnndaoce 
of  a  fictitious  medium  of  circulation,  with  the  at- 
tendant overtrading  and  speculations  in  1836,  and 
the  consequent  suspensions  of  specie  payments  in 
1837,  as  well  as  the  disasters  and  scarcity  of  any 
medium  till  the  latter  part  of  A.  D.  1838.  Then 
another  expan?ion  con>menced,  extending  in'o 
1639,  and  accompanied  by  another  inrrea«e  in  im- 
ports of  nearly  fifty  millions,  which  ended  again  in 
the  contractions  by  banks,  suspensions,  and  com- 
mercial reverses,  which  have  suddenly  reduced  the 
imports  of  1840  more  than  one-tbild,  and  in  many 
places  augmented  seriously  the  embarrassments  be- 
fore exisiin'  from  similar  vacillations  in  Ihe  paper 
currency. 

How  far  some  impradenees  abroad,  al  me  same 
time,  similar  to  these,  though  in  a  coantry  enjoying 
any  advantages  which  can  result  from  a  National 
Bank,  may  have  augmented  the  evils  here,  b/ 
means  of  ihe  intimate  moneyed  relations  between 
us,  need  not  now  be'  ditcussed,  tbouxh  probably 
lh>>ir  inlluence  was  large  and  unfavorable. 

The  caases  first  named  were,  likewise,  in  fall 
operation  here  in  1816  and  1817,  and  were  sno- 
ceeded  by  many  of  the  same  depluiable  conse- 
quences in  1819  and  1823.  One  followed  t>e 
other  as  inevitably  as  tbe  ebb  of  the  tide  succeeds 
its  flood. 

Tiie  great  pf  incip'es  of  trade  can  never  be  long 
vii'la'ed  with  iropunit);  and  any  fictitious  or  unna- 
tural exce<s  of  credit  soon  ends  in  revulsions,  as  the 
(ssrnce  of  legitimate  commerce  consis's  in  an  ex- 
change rf  values  for  each  other,  or  of  values  for 
what  truly  represen  s  values',  and  can  be  readily 
converted  into  them. 

All  basines.3  otherwise  becomes  a  mett  game  of 
hnzard;  speculaiion  munt  enter  into  every  affair  of 
life;  riches  and  poverty  will  le  dependent  on  the 
merest  bubbler;  prices  will  change  ofirner  than  ibe 
wind;  rrgularily  in  receipts  and  expenditures  b* 
impossible;  estimates  for  tbe  future,  whether  in. 
public  or  private  matters,  l-ecome  mere  conjectures; 
tariffs  requite  yraily  alteration  lo  meet  the  fluctua- 
tions of  busiaesi«;  and  the  community  be  kept  un- 
der the  constant  excitement  and  depression  of  the 
hot  and  cold  fits  of  a  violent  fever.  J 
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The  first  remedy  sought  in  1816,  by  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  National  Baok,i»a5  supposed,  daring 
a  fcT  eniuiog  years, to  hare  afreravaied  tbo<e  evils-; 
and  ihe  cezt  temedy,  adopted  in  1824  by  a  high  ta- 
riff, did  not  present  the  low  prices  and  bankropv 
ctes  o(  1S35,  which  coveteJ  the  coantry  with 
wrtclcs  and  rain. 

Vodoobtcdly,  the  Vfst  relief  on  such  occasions  i& 
to  be  fo«nd  in  removing  the  eanse  of  the  disra^r. 
So  far  as  regards  ibe  Qeneral  Qovernmcnl,  this 
WIS  attempted  in  1837,  and  since,  by  gredoally 
wiibdrawing  from  the  ose  of  baotis  and  their  pa- 
per in  iis  fiscal  operaiions,  so  as  neither  to  stimu- 
late nor  c  niraci  their  issues  by  other  influences 
than  ordinary  bosiness;  and  by  urging  on  ih'cse, 
who  might  fiod  their  employment  t^ometimes  aigefal, 
a  ckKW  regard  in  doing  it,  lo  the  safe  and  solter  in- 
fliicBces  of  the  nuiversal  laws  of  trade,  as  well  as 
an  infl  xible  adherence  to  the  consiiiu'ional  stan- 
dard of  value. 

WaDe  the  General Goremment. 'hall  continue  to 
parsiue  such  a  coorie,  ii  will  mil  gale  and  check  the 
evils  which  others  prodaoe,  and  which  they  alone, 
under  the  limitations  in  the  Constiiation,  are  able 
entirely  to  remove.  At  all  event*,  it  will  faithfully 
perform  a  momentous  duty,  and  exhibit  a  aieful 
example  for  imltaioo. 

In  a  period  of  peace  and  comparative  tzemplion 
from  public  debt,  as  well  ai  frum  serious  difficulty 
in  financial  operations,  jt  would  hardly  seem  pro- 
per to  attempt  more  b;  assumplions  of  doubtful 
pr)«e-.',  and  by  forced  constructions  in  favor  of 
measnics  by  oo  mrans  certain,  if  adopted,  not  to 
iggravatc  rather  than  diminish  existing  evils,  and 
aot  to  prod  ice  others  af  a  character  still  more  dan- 
geroat.    Much  less  can  it  be  considered  respectful 
either  to  S'aie  rights  or  the  people,  and  rettainly 
'  DM  competent,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned, 
toexercise  saiji  powers  by  crcaiing  monejed  cor- 
porations among  them,  which  many  of  ibeir  num- 
ber bav*  lepealeJIy  denouDced  as  unconstitutional, 
and  the  aothority  to  establish  which  was  originally 
lefnsed  rather  than  confined  lo  (he  General  Oo- 
vemment  by  the  people  and  the  Slates  that  formed 
iL    Bat  soma  other  powers  expressly  conferred 
can,  wtihoot  question,  be  exercised  furt);er  than  has 
yet  been  done  by  Congress,  and  in  such  a  maanrr 
IS  lo  produce  very   beneficial  ccnseqoences   upon 
ibecnrrency.    Still,  it  is  bcped  they  will  never  be 
pushed  so  as  to  trespass  on  ground  really  doubtful 
under    the  ConstiluliuDt  and  pievcnt  the  Slates 
from  continuing  lo  exercise  all  the  legitimate  an- 
ihorily  they  now  po.-sess  as  to  banks  and  debt', 
hswever  mnch  it  may  be  regretted  that  fubLe 
opinion  has  not  yet  run  with  more  strength  against 
the  abases  of  both,  and  led  to  tbeir  prompt  corrrc- 
lion.     It  is  not  proposed  at  ibis  time  lo  go  into  the 
eoBsideratlon  of  farther  details  on  Ihts;   poinip. 
But  the  danger  to  be  guarded  against  now,  sterns 
to  be  rather  of  an  ojipi  sue  character  from  that  of 
orefaetloa  by  the   General   Governmrat   in   the 
exercise   of   iis   et^res?  powers.    Oix  the   con- 
tnuy,  appnheiuions  exist  that  it  may  not   con- 
tiaae  firm  in  the  support  o(  all  which  has  al- 
ready been  accomplished  in  connection  with  the  cnr- 
leacjr     If  it  should  not,  and  should  thus  not  aid 
to  correct  in  any  degree  the  rashness  of  many  to 
force  toracthing  like  a  formidable  steam  power 
iato  all  kinds  of  bosiness,  wiihout  due  guards  to 
prevent  cons'ant  and  fatal  explosions,  myriads  of 
ladividoalf,  as  weU.as  some   ciTporattons   and 
Slates,  are  likely  to  be  overwhelmed  in  still  w:d.-r 
rain,  and  will  ere  long  probably  look  to  no  escape 
except  the  application  of  the  sponge  of  a  general 
buiknipt  law  to  alt  private  li«bilitie.i,  and  tbe  un- 
tons!ituiionaI  assumption  of  the  pubSic  ones  by  tic 
General  Guvcmir  enl,  so  as  lo  lax   oppressively 
thoe   poitions  of  the  community  who  have  any 
thing  left  to  pay  for  the  loss.s  and  foUics  of  the 
ret. 

A  reoKdy  which  has  been  adverlcd  to  by  some, 
tad  which  coitsisis  in  the  creation  of  more  credit, 
to  care  the  mi.-chief  of  ar;  existin:;  excess  of  credit, 
or  (he  formaiton  of  larger  bar.ki  wuh  like  power 
of  »bmaee,  ia  order  to  correct  smallrr  one*,  must 
osoally  aezrava'e  ihe  evil;  and  therefor*,  where  it 
is  free  from  consii'utional  objcc  ions  may,  il  point 
of  exptdieoey  aloar,  well  be  ditcounteoanced. 

A  plan  of  free  banking,  adopted  by  the  Stales, 


properly  guarded  and  secartd  by  provisions  simi- 
lar to  thost  recommended  by  ihe  andersigned  as 
longi^o  as  1836,  with  such  others  as  reflection 
and  experience  may  saneiioit,  appears  far  preff  ra- 
bte.  But,  independent  of  that,  no  changes  in  the 
present  system,  as  to  banks,  seem  wonhy  of  strenu- 
ous exertiont,  except  tho?e  whose  direct  object  shall 
be  to  make  ssfer,  to  restrict,  control,  and  regulate 
better  the  institutions  that  already  eii^t  rather  than 
to  iacorpor.ite  more.  Above  all,  should  public 
eforts  be  directed  lo  strengthen  the  certainly  of 
prompt  »p?cie  payments  as  lo  all  notes  out,  and  of 
a  nearer  approach  to  uniformity  in  the  amount  of 
issues  in  similar  sta  es  of  trade;  and  of  specie  on 
band, instead  of  multiplying  them  for  speculation 
or  cupidity,  and  thus  keeping  up  a  succession  of 
expansions  and  contractions,  which  will  only  in- 
flame the  existing  disorders,  and  render  the  continu- 
ance of  great  fliciuatioDs  in  all  public  as  well  as 
private  affairs  no  available,  endless,  and  toinons. 
With  much  respect, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
To  the  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  U.  8. 
DEATH  OP  HON.  JOHN  8.  SPENCE. 
Mr.  MERRICK  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate 
as  follows: 

Ij/lr.  PaiESiDENT:  Like  all  other  human  enjoy- 
ments, the  gratification  of  meeting  and  intf  rchang- 
ing  oar  mutual  congratulations  rgain  on  this  occa- 
sion, is  not  unmixed  with  pa-'nful  and  melancholy 
refl:oiion.  To  me  in  an  especial  manner  are  the 
circumstances  under  which  I  low  rise  to  address 
you  afllxiicg.  Yonder  vacant  seat,  sir,  explains 
Ihe  cause.  My  most  excellent  and  estimable  col- 
league, the  honorable  Jona  S.  Spsncc,  who 
for  the  lait  several  years  filled  that  cbair  wilb 
honor  to  himielf,  and  advantage  to  his  coun- 
try, is  no  more.  He  cloted  his  useful  and 
valuable  life  in  the  latter  part  ot  the  moath  of 
October  last,  at  his  residence,  in  Worcester  county, 
Maryland,  surrounded  by  hit  amiable  and  inierrst- 
ing  family,  and  at  peace  with  God  and  man.  He 
was,  it  will  be  remembered,  in  languid  hsslih  dur- 
ing great  pf.rt  of  our  last  session,  and  was  ofien 
detained  from  his  place  here  by  (bat  cause,  which 
finally  obliged  him  to  leave th:  seatof  Gove rnmen*, 
and  retire  to  his  own  home  some  time  before 
the  t^jooruiucn'.  From  the  disease  which  then 
afflicted  him  he  never  peifeolly  reovered;  though 
there  was  occasinnal  relief  fiom  snffering,  thera 
was  no  effectual  cure,  and  he  has  now  left  these 
and  all  soblunary  scenes  foteverw  He  has  at  dif- 
ferent periods  of  his  life  filled  many  of  the  most 
important  and  honorable  trusts  in  the  gift  of  Ihe 
people  of  his  Siatc,  always  posse  sing,  always 
deserving  tbeir  entire  coufidence.  His  course 
through  life  was  much  more  of  the  useful  than 
biilliant  otdft;  possessed  of  a  very  large  stock 
of  Etstling  woith  and' virtue,  there  was  about 
him  nothing  of  vsteniatioos  display.  Ever  content 
with  tbe  consciousness  if  doing  his  duty  well  and 
failhfuHy,  be  was  ctrelcss  of  all  other  rewards. 
None  knew  him  who  did  not  honor  and  esteem 
him;  and  all  who  knew  bira  will  join  with  me  in 
sayli  g  that  he  has  left  no  purer  man  beh'nd  h<ra. 

Mr.  MERRICK  then  offered  the  following  reso- 
lutions, which  wore  unanimously  adopted: 

Rttdved,  Ttiat  the  members  of  ilic  Senate,  from 
a  sincere  desire  of  showing  every  maik  of  r<-spect 
due  to  the  memory  of  the  bonoriible  Juiin  S. 
SpKNce,  late  a  member  thereof,  «'i|l  go  into  mdurn- 
ing,  by  w<!ariog  crape  oa  the  left  arm  for  thirty 
days. 

Resoked,  That  «s  an  addiiional  mark  of  respect 
for  the  memory  of  the  honorable  Job-m  S.  Sfencs, 
the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 
The  Senate  then  adjooned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
WiBNisDAT,  Dec.  9,  1840. 
After  the  Journal  had  been  r«ad, 
Mr.  RUSSELL  offered  the  following  resolutions: 
Rocbhd,  That    the  d«=ly   hour  to   which  Ibis 
House  stand  adjourned,  be  12  oVlock,  meridian, 
until  oiherwiie  ordered. 

Railvei,  That  the  Clerk  cause  Ihe  members  of 
this  House  to  b«  furnished,  during  ih^  presvnt  aes- 
sion,  with  such  newspapers  as  they  may  reflec- 
tively direct,  the  expense  for  each  member  not  to 
exceed  at  the  rate  of  three  daily  papers  per  annum. 
Which  resolutions  ■were  adopted. 

ABOLITION  OP  SLAVERY. 
Mr.  ADAMS,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given  on 
yesterday,  offered  ihe  following  r^soludon: 

Rttohid,  That  the  standing  rule  of  Ibis  House, 
No.  21,  adopted  on  the  28  h  of  January  las',  in  the 
following  words: 

"No  petiliott,  memorial,  resolution,  or  other  pa- 
per praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  or  any  Si»te  or  Territory,  or  the 
slave  trade  baween  the  Stales  or  Territories  of  the 
United  Stales,  in  which  it  aow  exists,  shall  be  le- 
ceived  by  this  Hcnse,  or  entertained  in  any  way 
whatever,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Mr.  JENIFER  moved  to  lay  the  rcsulntion  on 
the  table 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  tbe  genileman  from 
Maryland  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachaaetia 
was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  after  sc  m:  preliminary  remarks, 
which  were  imperfectly  heard  by  the  Reporter, 
hoped  Ihe  gentleman  from  Maryland  would  not 
press  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  as  it  was  net 
his  intention  to  debate  the  rcccrlntion  at  that 
time. 

Mr.  JENIFER  sfctd,  that  as  tbe  gentleman  from 
Massacbusetis  had  no  intention  of  debauag  the  re- 
solution,  he  would  wiibdiaw  his  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  after  staling  his  reasons  for  offer- 
ing the  rr solution  at  so  early  a  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, olservcd  that  he  was  not  nilling  (he  rule  in 
question  should  remain  in  force  for  a  single  'hour 
longer,  es,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  a  direct  viola- 
tion of  tbe  Const  ituiion  of  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  BANKS  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  dis-- 
cussing  the  resolution,  but  of  expressing  his  regret 
that  the  gentleman  fiom  Matsacboseits  had  ihotigbt 
proper  to  offer  it.  It  would  be  recollected  that  at 
the  last  session  the  subject  had  been  dtspoaed  <f  by 
a  resolution  solemnly  ratified  by  the  Hoiur;  but 
as  the  gentleman  was  drsirons  of  again  agiiaiiiig 
it,  be  Mr.  B.  was  anxious  to  meet  the  quf  stion  by 
a  diiect  vole.  He  therefore  moved  to  lay  the  teac* 
luiion  on  the  lable. 

And  the  question  being  oa  Iba  motion  to  lay  on 
tbe  table, 

Messrs.  BIINKJ  and  ADAMS  simoltaneonsly 
demau'ted  tbe  >'ea«  and  nays. 

Mr.  LEWIS  WILLIAMS  begged  leave  to  ask 
the  eenileman  from  Virginia  to  withdraw  for  the 
present  his  motion  to  lay  on  the  table.  On  so  im-' 
portant  a  subject,  he  niis  desirous  of  the  opinion  of 
the  whole  House,  whereas  there  were  not  now  moie 
than  iwo-lhirds  of  ihe  members  in  their  seats.  He 
was  extremely  averse  lo  havinK  any  paitial  expres- 
sii'n  of  opinion  tn  ibe  subject,  and  therefore  sog. 
ge.«ted  a  postponement  of  the  resolution  aniil  that 
day  wi-ek. 

After  the  resolbiion  had  been  again  read  by  dte 
Clerk, 

Mr.  LEWIS  WILLTAVS  farther  sn^rgesled  lo 
the  gcniltmlnfrom  Vir^iaia,  ibat  tbe  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Cost  Ji  hxfon  ]  on  whoee 
motion  the  rale  in  qiesiion  had  been  sdopted,  was 
not  now  in  his  place.  Under  these  circumEtanoe$, 
he  lb'-  utbi  it  no  more  than  fair  that  the  subject 
shou'd  be  posipooed,  in  order  that  the  House 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  hearing  what  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  might  have  lo  say  in  de- 
fence  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  ADAMS  bad  not  the  sightest  objection  to 
Ihe  subject  being,  for  the  preseni,  laid  on  tbe  table, 
as  beiRg  on  the  lable  it  might  be  cal'fd  up  here- 
after, when  there  should  be  a  full  House.  He  was 
perfectly  willing  to  bear  what  the  gentleman  from 
Alarylaad,  who  had  the  honor  of  moving ihsadop* 
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tioD  of  the  role,  might  hare  (o  cay  io  derencc  of  It, 
provided  the  Hoa:e  would  bear  what  in  (Mr.  A.) 
might  have  to  tajr  in  reply< 

The  yeas  and  ntys  en  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
ttble  were  ihea  ordeced,  and  being  taken,  rtsalted 
as  follows: 

YEA^)— Measn.  Airord.Juhn  W.  Allen,  Andrewa,  Atlwrton, 
BtDki,  Bell,  Blackwell,  Bond,  Dojrd,  Auon  V.  Drown,  8itnip- 
»on  II.  Butler,  William  O.  Buller,  William  B.  Camptwil,  Chap, 
nun,  Chinn,  ClifR)rd,  CtoclteK,  Oroaa,  John  Davia,  Jahn  W.  Da- 
ri>,O.Davii,Daw«>a,I>elierrT,  Pellet,  Ba(l,Eaaiinan,Gall>raiib, 
Oeniry,  Gerry,  Oogcio.Graen.  UalM>rahaiu,Jna.  IIastlnga,IIawce, 
Hill  of  Vi.  Ilill  or  N.  C.  Uilleri,  Mouk,  Jameson,   Jenifer, 


Nawhard,  Niabet,  Paituibr  Banner,  Samuole,  Sbepard,  Albert 
SaiMi,  Thomas  Smith,  Stiuilr,  Staeniod,  Btrong,  Stuart,  Sum- 
ter, 8weenejr,  Tali.tfcrro,  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Juhn  B.  Thomp. 


son,  David  D.  Wasener,  Wattcrson,  Weller,  John  White, 
Wick,  Jaccd  W.  WilUuna,  Lewia  Williams,  and  Cbriauipber 
H.Wi»iam»-Sa.  „         ^  „  „    ■ 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Baker,  Banard.  Beauy,  Boardman, 
Btewalcr,  Briggs,  Calhoun,  Casey,  Chittenden,  Clark,  Janrica 
Cooper,  Cninsioii,  Edward  Uaviea,  Doe,  Doig,  Everett,  i  ilimoro, 
Fletcher,  Gates,  tSooAc,  G'ranccr,  Illland  Hall,  Augustas  C. 
Hand,  Thumas  IIoiTry,  Ilonkina,  Jarkson,  Charles  Johnston, 
Lane,  Lincoln,  McUullooh,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Hasan,  Mitchell, 
Calvary  Morris,  Naylorj  Ustaonte,  Parmenter,  Peck,  Kandall, 
Randolph,  Randeo,  Riilcway,  Eilward  Rogers,  Russell,  Set- 
geaiit,  aimonion,  Sladr.  John  Smith,  Truman  aniith.  Tilling- 
liwt,Taland,TrumbuU,Uridei'wood,  PetM  J.  Wagner,  Ileniy 
Williams,  and  Winthrop-58. 

So  the  resolntion  was  laid  npcn  the  table. 
.    After  the  vo<e  fras  acnoanced, 

Mr.  BEIBNE  stated  Hiat  the  Cleik  bad  just 
pasfed  bis  name,  when  be  entered  the  liall;  and  as 
it  was  contrary  to  the  rules  for  bim  to  vote  at  that 
timf,  he  a^ked  petmisiioa  of  the  House  that  his 
name  might  be  recorded  on  the  important  vole  just 
taken. 

O  netal  consent  beiag  necessary  for  that  pnr> 
pose,  aod  some  membf  rs  cbjectine, 

Mr  BSiaNB  withdrew  bis  reqaest. 

Mr.  lOLAND  moved  that  the  Uotise  adjunrn. 
But  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

A  me8»a:e  was  received  from  the  Senate  by 
their  S'Wreiary,  informing  the  House  that  a  quo- 
rnaiof  the  Senate  bad  assembled,  and  was  ready 
e  prceeed  to  business. 

Also,  ibat  the  Senate  bad  eoncorred  in  the  rrso- 
Itttion  of  the  Hoasc,  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Joint  Commitlee  of  bo<b  Hoases  to  wait  apon  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  for  the  purpose  nf 
informing  bim  that  ihe  two  Houses  had  a»embl(d, 
and  were  ready  to  receive  any  commanicalion  he 
might  be  pieessd  lo  make. 

Alao,(hat  Messrs.  WiitaHTand  Huntikgtoh  had 
been  cbcaen  to  con^litate  the  committee  oB  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

Oo  mot-on  of  Mr.  RUSSELL,  it  was 

Ktnlvtd,  Taat  two  Chaplains,  of  difiVient  deno- 
minations, be  elected  by  Congress — one  ty  eaih 
House — to  ferve  during  the  present  session,  who 
shall  interchange  weekly. 

Tat  SPEAKER  ihen  laid  before  the  House  the 
Annoal  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States; 

Wbich  having  been  read. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  ATHKRTON,  it  was 

Rttolvid,  That  the  Message  of  the  Piesident  of 
the  United  Stales  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  S.ate  ol  the  Union,and  that  fifteen 
thonsand  copies  thereof  with  the  accompanying  do- 
ovaents,  and  five  ibousand  copies  thereof,  without 
the  accoinpanyirg  ilocuinenut,  be  printed  ior  the  use 
of  the  mrmbeiK  ol  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOPfilNS,  ^ 

TI.e  House  adjutirncd. 

IN  SENATE, 
.  Tnor.tDAY,  December  10,  1840. 

Mr.  CALHtiin*.  Mr.  Roane,  Mr.  WiBSTj:n,  Mr. 
Whitb;  and  Mr.  TiitiHiDoE,  appeared  in  their 
places  this  mnrning, 

Mr.  MANQU.Vi  ftrrsenied  the  eiedentials  o{  the 
Hon.  William  R.  Gbaham,  elected  by  the  G?airal 
Assembly  of  the  Siaie  if  Noith  Carolina, a  Sena- 
tor for  the  unexpired  term  occa-iiooFd  by  tbj  rcaig- 
nation  of  the  Hon.  Rx  bert  SrsANae. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  was  then  qnalitied  and  tcok  his 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT  eommunirated  the  eieden- 
tials of  the  Hon.  Willic  P.  Mangdm,  elected  by 
the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  a  Senator  from 
thai  State,  for  the  unexpired  term  occisloned  by  the 


resignation  of  the  Hob.  BEoroaD  BaowN;  and 
also,  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the  4  Ji  of  Match 
next. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented,  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  W.  S.  Fulton,  elected  by  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Arkansas,  a  Senator  from  that  Stale  for 
six  years,  from  the  4:b  of  March  ntzt. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  th:  Senate 
then,  in  accordance  with  thir  resolation  of  yester- 
day, proceet^el  to  the  election  of  a  ChairoHtn  of 
the  Committee  on  Commerce;  and  the  votes  hav- 
ing been  counted,  the  result  was  declaied  to  be 
as  folio w.s: 
Whole  number  of  ballots        •       -  33 

Mr.  Kino  received  -        -        -        29 

Mr.  Davis       ......  3 

Mr.  King  was  accordingly  declaied  to  be  elected. 
The  PRESIDENT  then  annonnced  die  following 
as  the 

COMMITTEES  OF  THE  SENATE. 

COMMITTEE  ON  FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 
Mr.  Bdchanah,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Roanb, 
Calroun,  Allcm. 

committee  on  finance. 
Mr.  WaiotiT,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Webstkb,  Mr.  Bemtov, 

Nicholas,  Ht^BBaao. 

COMMITTEE  ON  COMMERCE. 
Mr.  EiKO,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Davp,  '    Mr.  Ruooles, 

NORVBLL,  MOBTOM. 

COMMITTEE  ON  MANUFACTURES 

Mr.  Lumpkin,  Chairman. 
Mr.  PatsTON,  Mr.  Buchanan, 

Kmigrt,  Allbn. 

committee  on  agriculture. 
Mr.  MeoTON.  Chairman. 
Mr.  DixoN,  Mr.  Sturoeon, 

LiNN,  SMrrnofConn. 

COMMITTBE  ON  MILITARY  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Bebton,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Prbston,  Mr.  Pierce, 

Wall,  Nicholas, 

committee  on  the  militia. 
Mr.  Clay  ot  Alabama,  ChairmaD. 
Mr.  Smitq  of  Indiana,     Mr.  Fbltos, 
Amdebson,  Makgum. 

CO.MMITTEE  ON  NAVAL  AFFAIRS. 
Mr.  Williams,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Southard,  Mr.  Tallmadsb, 

CuTHBiniT,  Tappam. 

COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
Mr.  Walker,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Fulton,  Mr.  Prbntiss, 

Cla  y  of  Alabam  a ,  Norvcli» 

COMMITTEE  ON  PRIVATE  LAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Linn,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Sevier,  Mr.  Mouton, 

Clayton,  Hdktihoton. 

COMMriTEE  ON  INDIAN  AFFAIRS- 

Mr.  Sevier,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Linn,  Mr.  Phelps, 

WniTi,  Lumpkin. 

COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  Chairman. 
Mr.  YouNo,  Mr.  Williams, 

Merrick,  Hortingtin. 

COMMITTEE  ON  REVOLUTIONARY  «;LAIM3. 

Mr.  Smith  of  C»nn.  Cnairmsn. 
Mr.  rTURGRON,  Mr.  Graham, 

Crittenden,  Robinson, 

committee  on  the  judiciary. 
Mr.  Wall,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Clvyton,  Mr.  Amoermn, 

Crittenden,  fiMira  of  la. 

COMiariTEG  ON  POST  OFFICE  AND  POST  ROADS. 

Mr.  Ri'BiKBON,  Chairman. 
Mr.  LCMFKiN,  Mr.  Wrigut, 

Fulton,  Hendeb'-on. 

COMMITTEE  ON  ROADS  AND  CANALS- 
Mr.  YcUKG,  Chairman. 
Mr/  Phelps;  Mr.  Henderson, 

'    Mabodm,  Smith  of  la. 

COMMITTBE  ON  PENSIONS. 
Mr.  PiRRCE,  Chairman. 
&Jr.  Prentiss,  Mr.  Whitis, 

ROAMK,  HONTI^eTON. 


COMMIFTEE  ON  THE  DISTRICT  OF  CtiLUMBlA. 

Mr.  Mebrick,  Cbairmaa. 
'  Mr.  Crittxndbii,         Mr.  Manocm, 
Southard,  Clayton. 

COMMITTEEONPATENTS  ANDTHE  PATENT OFFKfc 

Mr..SToaoEON,  Chairman, 
Mr.  Davi5,  Mr.  Psentiss, 

R'>rinson,  •Pobteb. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PUBLIC  BUaOlNGS. 

Mr.  h  ULTOM,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Merrick,  Mr.  Smith  of  Cona. 

ON  THE  CONTINGENT  EXPENSES  OF  THE  BENATS. 

Mr.  Knicut  of  Conn.  Chairman.    - 
Mr.  Pulton,  Mr.  Porter. 

COMMITTEE  ON  ENGROSSED  BILLS. 

Mr.  Hendebmn,  Cbairmaa.  | 

Mr.  Porter,  Mr.  Phelps. 

Mr.  WALL  sQbmiited  the  following  resolntioa: 

Reiohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  be 
appointed,  who,  trgeiher  with  a  Uke  number  to  be 
appointed  by  tl-e  Honse  of  Representatives,  (hall 
direct  the  expenditure  of  all  monejs  appropriated 
to  purchase  books  for  the  Libiary  of  Congress. 

The  ref  olulion  was  considered  and  agreed  (o;  and 
Messrs:-  Wall,  Preston,  and  Tappan  appointed  the 
ommiltee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented,  the  petition  of  An- 
Ihony  Ten  Eyck  and  oiher  citizens  of  Detroit,  for 
!he  passage  of  a  general  bankrupt  lav;  which  was 

ferred  to  tht  Commi  lee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  NORVELL  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  h* 
wou!d  ask  leave  to  introduce  bills  of  the  fellowing 
lilies: 

-  A  bill  granting  to  Ibc  Stats  of  Michigan  a  qoan- 
tity  of  land  to  aid  i^a'd  Slate  in  the  constraction  of 
fi  canal  around  ihe  Falls  of  Sie  Marie; 
I  A  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  to  abolish  impri- 
/sooment  fur  debt  in  certain  cases; 
I  A  bill  to  create  an  additional  land  office  in  the 
Stale  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes; 

A  bill  10  auibcrize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
lo  procure  steam-vessels  for  the  revenue  servioe; 

A  bill  au:horiziDg  Ihe  erection  of  certain  light- 
houses and  light-boats,  and  the  esiablfehmeni  of 
certain  buoyi.  and  beacpn  lights; 

A  bill  lo  amend  and  continue  in  force  the  aels  to 
incorporate  the  inhabiianis  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ing'on. 

Mr.  BENTON  gave  notice  ibat  at  as  early  a 
day  as  the  attendance  of  the  Senators  would  enable 
him,  he  would  ask  leave  to  inlrodace  a  bill  for  a 
permanent  pro.«pfctive  pre-emption  law  in  favor 
of  the  hardy  and  industrious  settlers  upon  oar  pub- 
lic lands— the  log  cabin  men.  As  the  session  was 
a  fhort. one,  be  WAS  desirous  of  taking  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  asking  leave  to  introdnce  this  me^ 
sure  in  favor  of  the  tenants  of  log  cabins,  and  he 
wirihed  Ihe  vole  on  granting  leave  to  be  a  test  vox 
on  the  merits  of  the  proposition. 

Mr.  PULTON  gav^  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
would  a^k  leave  to  introduce  the  following  blH^: 

A  bill  in'  relation  lo  donations  of  land  to  certain 
persrna  in  the  State  of  Atkansa.'; 

A  bill  lo  quiet  the  titles  of  certain  land  clatioianls 
in  the  States  of  Mivouri  and  Arkansas,  and  for 
other  purposes; 

A  bill  to  settle  Ihe  title  to'eertain  tracts  of  land 
in  the  State  of  Aikan-^^a-; 

A  bill  lo  authorize  Ihe  inhabitants  of  towndiip 
eight  noi  1)1,  range  ihinj-two  weit,  in  the  State  of 
Aikansis,  to  rD'cr  a  section  of  land  in  lieu  of  the 
sizteenih  tection  in  said  towoi-hip,  upon  condition 
that  the  tame  ijiurivndeied  lo  the  United  Stales 
for  military  fiurposer; 

A  bill  authorizing  the  inhabitants  of  rraetional 
totrn-hip  ten  ic  nih,  of  range  ote  eati,  in  the  Slate 
ul' Arliaiis^s,  to  cuier  cne-hall'  section  cf  land  fot 
.sihool  purfK.'.'-c} ; 

A  bi!l  for  the  relief  of  George  W.  Paschal; 

A  l>i:l  for  the  rclte,  o!  Jamrs  Smith  of  Arkansas; 

A  bill  for  fRe  irlief  of  sutidry  citizens  of  Arkan- 
sas, who  lost  i>.tiT  improvements  in  conseqcaeaoe  of 
a  ue&ty  between  tha  United  Slates  and  the  Choctawi 
Indians. 

A  bill  allowing  drawback  uprn  foreign  ntercteiiJ 
dise  exported  in  the  original  packages  to  Chihaakaa 
and  8an:a  Fe,  rn  Mexico. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  gave  notice  that  txn 
morrow  he  would  ask  leave  to  introdnce  the  fo)tow« 
ing  biUs:  '  O 
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A  bill  proridin;  for  ihe  rednciion  and  gradDation 
of  the  ptiee  of  the  pablic  lands; 

A  bill  to  relisqaish  to  (he  State  of  Alabama  the 
two  p«r  eenf.  fnnd  leserved  by  the  act  for  her  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  to  be  applird  lo  the  making 
•f  a  road  or  losds  leading  to  said  Stair; 

A  bill  10  establis!)  an  additional  land  district  in 
■be  Stale  of  Alabama; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Jones; 

A  bill  sappIeaMnlary  lo  an  aet  entitled  "An  act 
lo  amend  an  act  for  the  appoioiment  of  commis- 
aioiiMi'toa  'jost  the  claim;)  to  rejerva'ions  of  Und 
uder  the  14ih  article  of  the  tiraiy  of  1830  with 
(he  Gboclaw  Indians; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the 
pnbKe  lands,  who  were  deprived-  of  the  benefits  of 
the  aet  granting  pre-emption  ri°his,  which  was  ap- 
proved on  the  19:hof  Juoe,  1834;       ^ 

A  bill  to  grtDi  otber  lands  to  the  inhabiianis  of 
townships  deprireJ  of  the  l&.h  Mctioo  by  Indian 
merration^ 

A  bill  to  reKaqatsh  the  lerersionary  interest  of 
Ae  United  States  to  a  certain  rcserration  in  the 
State  oi  Alabama. 

Mr.  LINN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  be 
would  ask  leave  to  inlr<  dace  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  companies  of  Mi«- 
soari  rohintrers; 

A  bill  to  eontinue  in  force  the  "Aet  for  the  fiopi 
•djostmeni  of  private  land  claims  in  Missouri," 
approved  July  19, 1833;  ami  ibc  act  supplemental 
iheielo,  approved  March  S,  1833; 

A  bill  to  aathorize  the  iskoe  of  a  patent  lo  the 
bein  or  le^l  representatives  of  Francis  Rivard, 
dceeated. 

Mr.  UTMPKIN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  h; 
wonid  ask  leave  to  iniroduce  a  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of 
Avery,  Salimarsh  and  Compaoy. 

Mr.  PORTER  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
wooM  a>k  leave  to  introdnce  a  bill  snppleme ntary 
lo  an  aet  lo  provide  for  the  adjasiment  of  liiles  to 
land  in  the  town  of  Detroit  and  Territory  of 
Michigbn,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bil.'s: 

A  bill  to  establi.^h  a  Board  of  Commiiisioners  to 
hear  and  determine  claims  against  the  ITniied 
Slates; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lemnel  While; 

A  bill  for  the  reliefer  David  Waller; 

Abillforiherelief  of  Margaret  Barnes; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebeoex^r  Swan; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joab  Seely. 

0«  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Keniuclry  it  was 

Retthed,  That  when  the  Sena'e  adjourn,  it  ad- 
joarn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  MERRICK  gave  notice  that  icmorrow  he 
woald  a«k  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
transfer  to  the  State  of  Maryland  of  the  flock  in 
the  Chrsapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  standing  in  the 
Hanw  o(  the  United  Stilts,  upon  certain  condi- 
tions. 

The  Senate  then  adjoarned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
TBCIBSDA7,  Drc.  10,  1840. 

As  soon  as  the  journal  had  been  read, 

Mr.  STANLY,  after  some  remarks  in  relation 
to  Ihe  expense  of  pilot  nf,  etc  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which,  en  vesterday,  the  following 
resolalion,  (ITeied  by  Mr-  Athebt^n,  was  adopted, 
for  ihe  porpose  of  submitting  an  amendment  re- 
deeing  the  nnmberof  copies: 

Saelvid,  That  the  Mes.<ace  of  (he  President  of 
the  Uniud  States  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  s'aie  of  die  Union,  and  that  iif- 
leaa  thoasand  copies  iheieof  with  he  accompaoy- 
iag  ddonmenis,  and  five  tbossand  copies  thereof 
wiihoat  the  accompaoying  documents,  be  piinted 
for  the  056  of  the  members  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  that  be  found,  on  refer- 
riagto  the  journal  of  1838-9,  that  filleen  thoafatid 
of  the  Message  with,  and  five  thousand  without, 
lae  aeeojnpanyiag  documents,  had  been  ordered  to 
be  printed.  In  introducing  the  reeoluiion,  be  did 
not  know  it  was  a  depaitnre  from  the  former 
usage  of  the  Bouse.  LaM  year  a  mistake  was 
coAmitled,  and  there  was  not  a  lulScicnl  soppiy 


of  the  Message,  with  the  accompanying  doeemenis, 
printed. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  said  the  documents  were 
of  more  importance  ihan  the  mes»ge  without  the 
documents,  and  were  aought  for  at  conveying  more 
informaiion.  Mr,  T.  thought  ihat,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, the  nsDat .  rule  w;i3  departed  from,  and  a 
large  nnmberof  the  President'^  Message  wa«  print- 
ed without  the  deenmenls.  The  reason  was  atked 
by  his  constituents,  who  were  desirous  of  seeing  the 
documents  as  well  as  ihe  messige. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  said  the  consideration  suggested 
by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  was  a  seri- 
ous one.  For  hii  part  be  could  not  say  what  the 
maximum  expenses  of  the  printing  would  be,  nor 
did  he  know  the  char-'c'er  of  the  documents;  and 
such  being  ibe  ease,  be  hoped  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider wonld  prevail,  in  order  that  he  and  other 
gentlemen,  who  were  not  present  when  the  resola- 
ti'>n  was  adopted,  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
giving  their  views. 

Mr.  C;  demanded  Ihe  ye.vf  and  nty ';  which,  be- 
ing ordered,  were — yeas  89,  na)s  99. 

So  Ihe  motion  was  not  agreed  lo. 

On  motion  of  M  r.  LI  N  CO  LN. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  Ssan  Uog  Commitlres 
be  now  appointed,  Recording  to  the  standing  lu'es 
and  orders  of  the  House. 

Wi'h  a  view  of  adnrding  the  SPKiicrR  time  for 
appoinlinz  the  Standing  Committees,  on  mo:ion  of 
Mr.  BRIQGS,  it  was 

Resihtd,  That  when  thi«  Hon.^e  adjonrn,  it  ad- 
journ to  meet  afiun  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  ADAMS  offered  Ihe  following  refolutii  n; 
Which  wai  read  for  informaiii  n: 

Resolrtd,  Tnat  a  select  ccm^ittee  of  five  mem- 
bers be  appointed,  with  liber>y  to  send  for  pei%ons 
and  papers,  to  ascertain  and  report  to  this  House 
whether  the  printed  Hou^e  documrnt  of  lh«  last 
setsioD,  No.  185,  h>s  been  falsidei';  materially  dif- 
fering from  the  manuscript  document  tran«milied 
by  the  PresiJentof  the  United  Stater;  and  if  so,  by 
whom  the  said  falsification  was  mad.*. 

Mr.  A.  after  an  explanation  of  ihe  nature  of  the 
document,  (which  is  a  translation  from  the  Spanish 
of  the  papers  eclating  to  ihe  African  neeroes  of  the 
Amisixd,  ohse'-ved  thai  his  object  in  offeting  the  re. 
solution  wa!<,  first,  that  jostire  miiht  be  done  lo  the 
President  of  tbe  United  Slate?,  and  to  the  <  flteer 
employed  a«  translator  in  the  State  Department; 
and,  second,  ihat  it  might,  if  p9^ible,tea;certa!o- 
e  I  by  whom  Ihe  fraud  had  been  perpelratf  d,  if  it 
should  prove  to  be  a  fraufl,  and  not  a  blunder.  He 
then  went  on  lo  argue  that  this  erroneous  translation 
would  have  a  very  important  bearing  on  ihe  f  a>e 
of  the  negroes  in  question,  whos';  trial  would  rome 
on  in  the  Supreme  Court  in  January,  ioa^m'.tch  as 
the  fradalent  translation  of  the  pastsport  wouhl 
make  them  out  as  slaves,  whereas  ihe  proper  trans- 
lation would  show  thal'tbey  were  free  men. 

Mr.  A.  after  readicg  copious  extracts  from  a 
pamphlet  on  the  subject  by  Judge  W.  Jay,  of  New 
Yoik,  concluded  by  expressing  a  hope  thai  the  reso- 
lution wonld  be  adopted  forthwith. 

The  queslion  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution;  and  it  was  agreed  to,  as  follows— 
ayes  87,  noes  4G. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRANSTON,  it  was 

Retolved,  That  all  petitions  and  memoJaU  pre- 
sented to  this  House  at  the  last  ses.oion  of  Con- 
gress, and  referred  to  tbe  several  sian'ling  com- 
mittees, on  which  no  report  was  made,  or  in  rela- 
tion to  which  bills  wrre  reported  which -were  lojt  in 
either  House,  may  be  again  re'errrd  'o  ibe  same 
committees,  at  the  plsa.'nre  rf  thq  members  by 
whom  iheii  were  rerpeeiively  presented,  on  bt-ing 
banded,  or  a  list  theieof  prcfentedi  lo  tbe  Clerk. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
to-morrow,  or  some  rabipqueat  day  of  the  ression, 
ask  leave  to  introdnce  a  bill  lo  amend  the  natora* 
lization  iaw.<>. 

Mr.  HAND  gave  notice  that  tc-.uorrow,  (or  the 
earliest  oppor:unity,)  he  should  ask  leave  lo  Intro-, 
duceabill  establishing  a  nniform  system  of  naln- 
ralizuion,  and  repealing  all  the  prrsect  laws  on 
that  subject,  similar  to  tbe  one  heretofore  intro- 
duced by  him. 

Mr.  CALVARY  MORRIS  gave  notice  that,  on 
to-morrow,  or  some  subsequent  day  during  tbe  pre- 


sent session,  he  wonld  ask  leave  to  introdnce  a  bdl 
to  repeal  "An  act,  eotitlcd  'an  act  to  provide  f«r 
the  eoUeciioB,  safekeeping,  fTansfer,  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue,'*  approved  July  4, 
1840. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JENIFER, 

Resolved,  that  a  Select  Commute  on  the  Tobaf^o 
Trade  be  appointed  by  the  Spiakxh. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  submitted  the  following, 
which  lies  over  one  day:- 

Rtsthei,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  re- 
port to  this  House  how  far,  and  in  what  manner, 
ihe  act  passed  at  the  lastse^'sioo,entillfd  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  ce)let:iion,  safekeeping,  transfer, 
and  disbui.*ement  of  t''e  public  revenne,"  has  b'en 
carried  into  execution;  wbeiber  any  building},  addi- 
tions to,  or  alterations  in,  buildings  therein  autho- 
rized or  reqaircd,  have  been  coniineaced;  at  what 
cost,  or  contracts  therefor  made,  or  orders  there- 
for given,  and  the  term*  and  conditiocs  of 
snch  contracts  and  otders;  what  number  of 
clerks,  special  agents,  and  other  officer.*, 
aeent',  or  servant,  have  beea  and  now  ar;  em- 
ployed under  the  provisions  of  sai  I  act,  or  for  aid 
in  carrying  the  iame  into  efiVci,  and  where,  and 
from  whit  limey,  and  at  what  compensations; 
wh(ih(  reach  and  every  ofihetfRcers  who  are  there* 
in  required  lo  give  bond  have  given  bond,  and  the 
snm,  sureties,  andiiitie  of  delivery  of  facb  bond;  and 
who,  if  any,  have  not  given  bond;  wliether,  in  the 
collerlian,  oi  keeping,  or  transfer,  or  disbarse- 
ment  of  Ihe  public  revenue,  or  any  portion 
thereof,  tince  said  act  has  been  in  force,  any 
hank  have  bci'a  reortel  to;  and,  if  so,  what 
bank  or  banks,  lo  whst  exienl  and  in  what  manner, 
and  what  proposilions  have  been  made,  if  any,  lu 
any  bank  ihercfor;  and  vetting  forh,  also,  in  what 
.'pe.^.ific  mai:ner,  whelter  gold  or  silver,  oi  no'es  or 
reri<fi;aie.<!,  or  other  and  what  evidences  of  depo- 
site  er  credit,  all  or  j>ny  of  the  revenue  has  been 
colle<:ted  or  DCiuAlly  pas^d  from  the  hands  of  >l.e 
per'on  or  peisons  from  whom  the  same  was  due, 
to  the  hand.^  of  the  officer  or  (fiiicrs  cha  ged  widi 
the  immediate  collrciion  thereof,  t^incecaid  tct  has 
been  in  force;  dis  ingui^hing,  as  oea'ly  as  may  b^, 
hjw  much  has  been  so  co'lecieJ  and  piul  in 
each  rpecifij  matter  or  medium  of  paymtn ; 
al<o,  re'tlng  fort'i  hnw,  and  in  what  placts 
or  (fiiees,  and  un.ler  what  actual  and  pe:- 
sonal  custody  or  ke^pias,  all  and  any  and  rach  poi- 
lion  of  tbe  revrnue,  monet  s,  and  asiurjnccF,  i  r 
evidence*  of  debt  or  ob  iga^ion,  have  b?en  kepi 
dnrin«  said  time;  and  how,  and  by  what  egencii  s 
and  >id,  and  what  forms  and  proc<-.<t.<,  and  on  whLt 
lerm.«,  conjiuous.  and  erst  of  eifthaig'!  or  transfer, 
and  in  whm  specific  ma'ler,  whether  gold  and  silver, 
or  notes  or  ceriifira'e.<:,  or  other  and  what  eti- 
dences,  all,  and  any  p'>rtion'i  thereof,  have  been  in 
sai  I  time  disbursed  and  transferred. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  Ibe  House— 

1.  A  communication  Tom  the  So'icitor  of  the' 
Treasury,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  adopted  bv  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  Ibe  30lh  of  Apri', 
1840,  asking  whether  there  was  any  failure  on  ibe 
part  o(  the  United  Sii'es  in  thn  fulG'ment  oi  a 
contract  cn'ered  i  lo  on  the  39'.h  day  of  July, 
1834,  by  the  comm'fS'oners  on  the  part'  of  ibe 
United  States  for  building  a  caslom-bouse  in  the 
ciiy  of  New  York. 

2.  The  annual  report  of  the  Clerk  of  Ibe^Hcase 
in  relation  lo  the  contingent  fund. 

3  A  communication  from  the  Navy  Depart* 
meni,  enclosing  siatemenls  i^howin;  the  expendi- 
ture:; on  aroount  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  ihe 
offi!-es  of  Ihe  Secretary  of  ihs  Navy  ard  lie  Navy 
Con  misfioner^  from  the  30ih  day  of  Sep'ember, 
1339,  to  the  30  h  day  of  SrpUmher,  1840,  prepared 
and  irantmiiied  in  accordance  with  the  p'V) visions 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  appro/ed  9.h  May,  1836. 

All  of  which,  OB  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGQS,  wire 
laid  upon  Ihe  table,  and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

The  fol'owing  message  was  transmitted  lo  the 
Houie  by  the  President  of  the  United  Stales: 

WisBiNQTON,  Dec.  7.  1840. 

Fir:  I  herewith  transmit  a  letter  from  ihj  Stcre- 
lary  of  the  Navy,  in  relation  to  the  Navy  Pension 
fund,  to  which  the  aiieation  of  Congrcts  is  invited, 
and  recommend  an  immediate  appropriation  of 
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f  161,352  39  10  mtet  ibe  pajrment  or  peosions  be- 
eomkg  dae  on  and  after  the  l«t  of  January,  1841. 
M.  VAN  BUREN. 
Hon.  R  M.  T.  HtJWTiR, 

Speaker  of  House  of  R/>prespniaiivcs. 

Tbe  Hon.  HBNRY  M.  BBECICENRIUOB  of 
Prantylraiiia,  e'eeted  to'snppljr  ihevacaocy  ccca- 
sioGfd  by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Riciurd 
BiDDLX,  appeared,  v/aa  qualified,  and  took  his  sra'. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIG6S, 

Tbe  Hone  adjourned,  to  meet  again  on  Mon- 
day DCZt. 


IN  SENATE, 
MoMD^tT,  Drcember  14,  1840. 
Mr.    ANDERSON,    Mr.    PRESTON,    Mr. 
SO'JTHARD,  and  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  apj eared  in 
their  places  in  the  Ssnate  tli'>-  morning. 

The  PRESIDENT  iDbmilted  a  commanicitioo 
from  the  S  cielary  of  ihe  Navy,  iransmiilin;  s'lte- 
menis  of  tbe  exp<rnditares  of  the  conliQg>!nt  fund 
by  Ihe  officers  of  the  Navy  and  the  Board  of  Nary 
Commissiooen; 

AtM>,  a  coramnnication  from  tbe  Secretary  of 
Stale,  iransmitiiag  rtitemenis  of  Ihe  cxpeodilurts 
of  the  coaiivgent  fund  of  that  Departmeni; 

AI»:o,  a  eommunieation  from  the  S  creiary  of 
War,  transmiuing  a  statemeni  of  the  eipend.tares 
of  the  contingent  fund  of  that  Depirtmeni; 

A)so,a  ermmnnication  from  the  Trea.'-arer  of  tbe 
United  Stales,  tran>»itiing  copies  of  bis  accomi's 
for  Ibe  first,  second,  and  third  quarters  of  the  year 
1840; 

Which  were   severally    laid    on    the  table  and 
ordered  to  b?  printed. 

Tbe  CHAIR  alto  presented  a  comrannieation 
from  the  Secreary  of  War,  traoamitling  a  report 
from  the  Onlaance  Burvaa,  relaiive  to  the  claim  of 
Daniel  Peitibouf ;  which  was  leferred  lo  the  0>m- 
miitee  on  Mili^aiy  AflVtirs. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presen'ed  thep?iiiion  ef  Rufps 
and  Chanbers  Lane,  owners  of  a  vejsel  wricked 
while  employed  in  lbs  cod  fi>herif,  and  asking  iliat 
a  fishing  bonoty  might  be  a'lowediliem;  which  was 
referred  to  ibe  Comir.iUee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Cenlucky  presented  the  pc^iion 
of  the  Sectctary  of  the  Peace  Sccie  y  of  New  York; 
which  wi  h  a  memcrial  pre-en-ed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  oa  Foreign 
Rela>iouK. 

Mr.  MERRICK  prercn'ed  ibe  mrmorinl  of  ih? 
sever.-.l  banking  iUitiiutions  of  tbe  DutricI,  pinyinj 
for  a  renewal  ef  tbiir  Ecreral  charleri; 

AIjo,  tbe  memcrial  of  the  Howard  I  istiintion  of 
Ihe  city  of  Washington; 

which  were  serrMlly  referred  to  tbe  Cjmmitlee  on 
Ibe  Dis  rici  ol  Colombia. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  petition  and 
paperi  of  E  iza  Caasin,  bow  on  tie,  were  referred 
to  the  Commiitee  on  Revolutionary  Cam?;  the 
petition  and  papers  of  Juhn  Caner  to  ihi  Commit- 
tee on  tbe  D.sfict  of  Cjjumbi?;  and  ib»  peiiiion 
and  papers  of  Jamrs  Williams  to  tbe  Commiitee 
on  Claims. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  CALHOUN,  the  ptiiiion  and 
papeisof  John  DeTreville,  now  on  file,  were  re- 
ferred 10  ibe  Copimittee  on  Rjvolutionary  Claim:*. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ROANE,  iha  pelillon  an.l  pa- 
pers of  tbe  heirs  of  Everard  Masde,  and  the  heiis 
of  Dr.  CGifiin,  weiereferifd  to  ihc  Comm;iee 
on  ReTo:at:onHry  Claimf;  and  the  peiiiiin  an.l  pa- 
pers of  Jo^l  P. rks  and  cl  Ca  harin-  Parks  r.nd  (f 
Caharine  While,  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  PeaUon<. 

Mr.  WRiaHTpre'eatedthcmemjrial  of  ciii- 
Z'ns  of  Jeffeison  coontr,  N.  Y.  praying  the  fas- 
sage  of  a  general  banktopl  law;  vrhicbwas  lefcircd 
Id  Ihe  Comm:  tee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  W.  al'o  presented  the  memorial  of  Hannah 
P.  Pcrrioe,  widow  cf  Dr.  Henry  Pfrrine;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  A^ricullnre. 

Also,  tbe  puiiion  of  Hannah  Leffert--;  which 
was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Revoluiionary 
Claims. 

Mr,  WHITE*  pretenttd  the  memorial  of  the 


Mount  Car  met  {and  New  Albany  Railroad  Com- 
pany; which  was  referred  to  Ihe  Commiitee  on 
Road:,  and  Canals. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Robert  Arheiri;  which  was 
refrrred  to  ihe  Committee  on  Pen«ions. 

Mr.  SMITM  of  Indiana  gave  notice  that  to- 
morrow;  he  would  a  k  leave  to  introdaec  bills  of 
tbe  following  tit!e>: 

A  bHI  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Col.  Francis  Vig^; 

A  bill  10  regulate  the  land  ofiiees  in  tbe  State  of 
Indiana,  and  lor  other  purpose^; 

A  bill  to  anthorizi  the  Monnt  Carmel  and  New 
Albany  Railroad  Company  to  enter  on  a  credit  a 
qoantily  of  land,  to  aid  the  company  in  Ihe  con- 
stmelion  of  a  railroad  from  New  All'any,  in  the 
Siaie  of  Indiana,  to  Mount  Carmel,  in  the  State  of 
Idinois,  and  f»r  other  purposes. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  presented  the  follow-ng 
.r<>solatiop,  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordvred 
to  be  primed: 

BeiUred,  That  the  Seere'ary  of  the  Trea>ary  be 
directed  10  communicate  to  the  Senate  Maumenls 
showing  the  quantity  of  Imd  reported  by  the  re- 
gisleis  and  recfivers  of  the  several  I-nd  offices,  in 
pnrjuaice  of  the  resolution  of  theSena'e  of  the 
3.5  h  April,  1833,  to  have  been  unsold  in  their  re- 
spective districts  on  the  30'h  day  of  June,  1838, 
after  having  bscn  ofi°ered  at  Ihe  minimnm  price  per 
acre,  discriminating  between  tbe  several  laid  dis- 
tricts; what  proportion  of  the  land  so  uncoldon  that 
day  consised  of  fist  rale  land,  and  what  was  no- 
fit  for  cultivation,  according  to  ihe  repoili  of  the 
-said.ofiicetf;  what  was  t!:eir  es'imate  of  ihS  ave- 
rage value  r^f  <tere  of  the  raid  unsnlil  land; 
and  whav  part  of  the  said  land  so  remaining 
unsold  on  the  30th  Jane,  1833,  aforesaid,  has  been 
kince  sold,  and  at  what  price,  discrimiuMing  be- 
tween the  amount  sold  in  each  of  the  disricis. 
And  ihe  Sf^cretary  is  further  directed  to  ran' e  pa- 
rallel columns  to  be  prepared,  exhibiting  in  one 
crnnected  vi'jw  tbe  quanlily  of  Mfnd  unsold  on  ihe 
day  af»re:aidin  each  disirio,  tbe  amount  since 
sold,  the  value  as  assessed  or  e-tima'ed  by  ih:  said 
oinceis,  and  tbe  prices  at  which  the  lands  htv  e 
iin:e  ac'oa'ly  fold;  and  Ihe  aggrdga'e  value  of  the 
land  2s  a»se.«sed,  and  the  aggrcgjt*  amount  of  tbe 
sales  ma('e  sioce  the  30  b  June,  lS2d,  in  each  land 
di.tiijt, 

Mr.  CL\Y  also  prcrented  tbe  following  rcsolu- 
ticn  f.'r  ronsiJerat  on: 

Feiohtd.  That  tie  act  entitled  "An  act  lo  pro- 
vide for  Ibe  colleclion,  faftkef-p'og,  transfer,  ai.d 
disburtemt-ni  of  the  public  revenue,"  ought  to  be 
forthwith  repealed;  and  that  tbe  Commitiee  en  Pi- 
nanre  be  in.'tructrd  to  rep.irta  billacconli'igly. 

Mr  WRIGHT  moved  that  so  much  of  ihe  Pre- 
sideni'j  message  as  relates  to  the  financ-a  of  the 
country  bj  referied  to  the  Committje  on  Fi. 
nance. 

Mr.  WE5STER  hoped  that  the  resolution  might 
be  permitted  to  lie  on  thr  tablefor  aday  crtw<\  Toe 
pan  cf  the  roefsage referred  to  reUes  to  a  su^j!Ct 
of  high  im^-ortance,  and  it  might  be  osofulalan 
early  period  of  the  «s.ssionfor  geotlemen  to  expres* 
their  opinions  rn  that  imporisnt  .*ubj'cl.  It  was 
his  opinion  ihats'  me  notice  ought  to  bi  taken  of  it 
by  those  who  dffer  from  ihe  opinions  of  the  Prssi- 
d«ni,  and  dut  they  should  eipreat*  their  opinion  at 
an  early  day;  bat  a  few  d»ys  he  desired  lor  iu  con- 
si'leraiiiin.  y\gain,  anothr  docnmrnt— the  annu- 
al lepot  of  llie  Secretary  of  Ihe  Tfea.sury — bad 
botlhs  moriiirg  been  laid  upon  ih^  table,  and 
tbererorr,'f  the  gentleman  [Mr-WaonT]  would  con- 
sent,  he^houll  deire  tlizl  the  re.'o'uti'in  should  be 
wilbdra^v/i,  at^l  renewed  again  en  Wrdnoday. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  could  r.ot  see  what  necessity  ex- 
isted for  adopting  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable 
Sena'or  from  Ma.s<a'hiisciis,  as  the  mere  reference 
of  Ihe  mes.  age  to  a  ccmmitlee  of  thit  body  could 
interpose  no  obstacle  to  the  di'cjssion  of  any  and 
every  pail  of  it.  He  was  but  pnrfoing  ihe  usual 
coarse;  and  as  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  make 
and  press-  the  motion,  he  cold  n  t  convent  to  with- 
draw it.  But  it  was  in  the  bands  of  the  S>;nate, 
and  to  ihe  decision  of  the  Senate  he  5.h.-iuld  leave  il. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  ih-n  moved  ihat  the  motion  be 
po  tponed  until  Wednesday  nex';  which  was  car- 
ried—ayes 80,  noes  19. 


Oo  moiion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  Annual  Re- 
port of  ih?  Sccrrtiry  of  Ihe  Treasury  on  tbe 
finances,  was  referred  lo  ihs  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

On  moiion  by  Mr.  BE^fTON,  ro  mneh  of  tbe 
President's  mes^^age  as  relates  to  mi'itary  alTain 
was  referred  to  Ibe  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  so  much  of 
Ihe  President's  Message  as  relaicj  to  loreign  alTairs 
was  referred  to  the  Commiti:e  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  FULTON,  »o  much  of  tbe 
President's  message  as  relates  to  the  pnblx  lands, 
was  refened  lo  the  Commiitee  cq  tbe  Public 
Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  so  macH  of  the 
Presideni'ii  me.<'Sa!;0  as  relates  to  naval  affaire,  was 
referred  to  tlieCommiiteeon  Naval  Affairs. 

0,1  motion  by  Mr.  NORVELL,  so  much  of  ih« 
P'esideKl's  message  as  relates  to  commerce,  was 
referred  lb  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALL,  so  much  of  the  Pr«- 
sidcni's  message  a^  relates  to  tbe  judiciary,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Commitiee  on  the  Ju  liciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  s>  much  of  Ibe 
President'.5  message  as  relates  to  Indian  affaiis,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

I'ERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTiON  LAW. 

Agreeably  to  ihe  notice  given  wfaea  th'!  Senate 
was  laM  in  le&sioo,  Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  lor  the  establishment  of  a 
permanent  prospective  pre  emption  law  in  favor  of 
settlers  on  tbe  public  lands,  and  prefaced  his  mo- 
tion for  the  leave  he  was  about  to  ask,  with  some 
rem^iks  upon  the  cfaaracter  of  the  bill  he  proposed 
to  introduce,  tbe  appropria'ene^of  lb:  present  time 
for  bringing  it  forward,  the  general  ntility  of  the 
pre-<mptioDsyMem,  and  the  public  expectation  to 
see  it  now  permaneoily  established.  He  snid  that 
the  pre-emption  laws  hereio.'oie  passed  were  itm- 
porary  in  ibeir  duration,  and  retrospective  m  their 
operation:  they  were  only  made  to  include  settlers 
up  to  a  limited  day,  and  to  remain  in  force  for  a 
limited  period  "The  latest  act  of  ibis  bind  was 
paised  on  theSO  h  day  of  June  la^t,  and  only  in 
eluded  the  ^elileis  to  that  day.  Tbe  subseqnen 
sotiiers  received  no  benefit  from  that  aett  ibey 
were  now  wi  bout  proieciion  from  law;  and  it  was 
unjust  and  ut;equal  to  make  any  di'ttinciion  bel«e«n 
tbe  »:tilers  before  and  since  that  day.  All  were 
equally  en.iiled  to  legislative  protection,  and  so 
would  be  all  faiurt.<  >eiilers;  a?.d  instead  of  extend- 
ing this  pro'ec'i.n  from  lime  lo  time,  by  temporary 
and  limited  lawt,  it  was  just  and  proper  to  provide 
for  all  cases  at  onc«,  the  future  as  welt  as  ibe  ex- 
isting case:,  by  es'ai<lisbiog  a  permanent  prospec- 
tive pre-emption  sysem,  to  operate  regularly  and 
uniformly  in  all  lime  to  come. 

This,  sa'd  Mr.  B.  has  always  been  the  object  of 
the  friends  of  the  pre  emption  Uw^';  they  always 
looked  lo  a  (ermaneut  sjstem;  and  considered  tbe 
temporary  acts  which  were  passed  as  merely  step- 
picg-stones  and  entering- wedges  to  Ibe  mafn  object. 
Tills  has  been  conMantly  exprcs  ed,  and  sometimes 
atlemp  ed;  and  Ibe  auspiciout  moment  for  a  soc- 
ces^ful  eflori,  so  long  de>ired,  Mems  now  to  have 
.arrived.  A'l  parties  are  now  in  favor  of  the  policy 
which  leads  to  ih:;  permanent  pre-emptive  system. 
Thr;  summer  of  1840,  and  the  Pr,-sid?ntial  canvass 
which  has  jn-t  lermnattd,  hat  produced,  or  deve- 
lop-.d,  a  Ubaiiimiiy  of  xentiaient  on  thir  desirable 
point.  Th»  aciu.i!  Pie>ideni  (Vlr.  Van  Baren)  has 
long  breo  in  favor  of  ilrs  pc-liry,  end  has  so  ex- 
pres'td  hiirjelf  i;i  repeated  mctbages  to  Congret.; 
tte  President  e!est  (Q/iieral  Harrison)  is  represent- 
ed to  b;;  favorable  lo  it  also,  anil  bas  had  the  bene- 
fit of  that  representation  in  ih?  late  Presidential 
canvas  ;  the  Democracy  are  Ihe  known  advocates 
of  pre-emptions,  and  fought  ihem  up,  in  many  hard 
contested  actions,  to  victory  and  po;  niaiitj ;  the  ft. 
deralist;,  long  their  enemy,  have  now  seen  the  error 
of  their  ways,  and  have  become  the  foremost  sup- 
porterii  of  the  policy  they  had  opposed.  Toe  poor 
man,  and  his  syno.-iyme,  the  log-cabini  have  become 
the  absorbing  o!j  c>«,  and  the  burning  themes,  of 
iheir  love  andekqaence.  They  celebrate  them  in  all 
forms,  and  wear  ihe  sign  of  ihe  cabin  in  every  arttele 
of  dress  and  fornitare.  Now  the  cabin,  ibe  po6r 
nan,  and  the  pre-emption,  go  together;  and  h«  ibti 
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loret  om,  aunt  love  the  oiher.  The  triple  afTec- 
twos  fo  lORMher;  »nd  id  ibese  affeetioos  th«  Fede- 
rmliau  of  1849  hate  shown  themselves  lo  be  most 
daeply  immetsed.  The  genilemen  of  this  pirty 
kave  betmkea  ibeatelves  to  the  love  of  log  cabins, 
M»i  all  their  paiaphernalia,  ni-.h  the  fury  aod  in- 
eoaliocBce  of  a  vadden  and  lomaniie  affeciion. 
They  build  them  with  iheir  own  hands,  and  pioasiy 
dedicate  then— they  tiog,  dance,  drink,  and  speak 

^  ia  Ikem— they  attend  them  day  and  night— ihcy  de- 
eorale  them  with  appropriate  trappings,  wiili 
goMds,  coi.  B  skins,  back  horns,  bearer  traps,  and 
wbatcTer  else  denotes  the  real  cabin  of  tbe  poor 
■aa,  and  (be  pre-eiaptioner — they  devote  ibrm- 
selres  to  tbe  service  of  these  rude  edifices  with  a 
Kal  ookttown  to  the  degeneracy  of  modem  times. 
Like  Pygmaliim,  the;  become  madly  enamored  of 
the  work  of  their  own  handf,  and  deliver  ap  tbe:r 
lives  to  (be  enjovinenl  of  its  couiemplation. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  woald  be  inexcujable  in  iberrien'l« 
of  tbe  pre-enption  sysicm  not  lo  take  advan'ageof 
this  favorable  conjonction  of  panics  and  circam- 
siuees,  to  press  the  interests  cf  the  real  inhabi- 
ants  of  tbe  log  cabins— tbe  frontier  men  of  the 
aew  Slates  and  Tenitories — whose  enterprise  lays 
open  the  wilderness,  nho$e  courage  f.rot'rcts  tbe  in- 
fant seiilemen's,  and  whote  labor  r<  flee  s  value  up- 
on tbe  national  domain.  This  is  the  man  whose 
toil  demands  car  protection.  He  bnilds  a  cabin, 
■ct  in  tbe  city,  but  in  the  woods;  not  with  mns  c 
and  feasting,  and  crowded  help,  bat  >o!itary  and 
alone,  and  with  privation  of  every  thing  wfaie'i 
eoald  give  i'>y  to  the  task.  He  proceeds  upon 
hope  1— upon  the  hope  that  tbe  rude  leoement  which 
be  boilds  may  be  his  own !  that  the  seelnded  spot 
wbieb  be  has  selected  may  become  his  (  that  no 
heartless  speculator  may  come  to  lob  bim  cf  bo;h  ! 
la  a  word,  he  hopes  that  a  pre-emption  law  may  be 
passed!  Now,  said  Mr.  B.  let  ns  help  this  lonely 
and  meiitcrioos  man:  let  ns  help  bim  to  bnild  bis 
log  cabin:  let  tisgive  oaniagc  to  his  heart,  strengih 
to  his  arm,  and  comfort  to  his  spirit,  by  seearing  to 
him  the  pre-emptive  right  to  tbe  soil  on  wbich  he 
boiUs.  It  ife«N  be  asks;  and  while  ougireat  cities 
— even  this  metropolis,  and  all  the  capitals  and 
eommereial  emporiums  ol  all  the  States— siiil  retain 
the  evidences  of  Federal  love  for  log  cabint ;  whi'e 
ibeae  erections,  to  lately  pat  up,  still  retain  iWlr 
•sasaal  position  in  public  cqaare.",  and  on  mag- 
aifieent  streets,  siJe  by  side  with  the  oplendid  man- 
sion which  no  longer  disdains  iu  bnnble  compa- 
nion: while  all  this  still  exists,  and  siill  palates  oar 
eyes,  and  while  the  pioud  aichitects  of  these  city 
cabins  are  stdl  here,  on  this  floor,  to  leg'slaie 
am«n{  as,  let  us  ez.end  our  regard  lo  the  cabin  ia 
the  woods,  and  erant  to  its  inbabitaot  the  only  fa- 
vor which  he  Kolicits — that  of  protection  fVom  the 
speculator,  in  the  house  which  he  has  built,  in  the 

-  field  whieb  he  has  cleated,  and  ia  the  soil  wbich  be 
coltivatef. 

Mr.  B.  tbea^offeied  his  bill,  which  was  read  as 
follows: 

A  BILL  to  etiablitb  a  permanent  prospeetive  pre- 
emption system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  ihe  put- 
lie  lands,  who  (ball  inhabit  and  caltivate  the 
tame,  and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon. 
B*  U  tnaettd  6jr  tU  Senate  and  Home  of  Riprt- 
inUtha  oflk$  Uniied  Slates  nfjnerica  in  Congrest 
AMhUcd,  That  from  and  after  ihe  passnge  of  this 
aei,  every  head  of  a  family,  every  widow,  and 
every  single  man  over  the  age  of  eighteen  yean, 
whw  tSiall  make  a  seiUrment  on  any  of  the  pablic 
lands  to  which  the  Icdian  title  bzs  been,  or  sball 
be,  eitingoiabrd,  whether  the  same  be  aarve)  ed  or 
•01,  or  who  may  have  settled  on  such  lend  since 
ibe  30.b  day  of  June,  1840,  and  wbo  shall  inhabit 
and  improve  the  same,  and  taite  a  leg  cabin 
tbereoD,  shiU  be  entitled  to  a  pie-eroption  in  the 
pardttse  of  one  qaarter  section,  to  be  paid  lor  at 
the  minimnm  price  of  rncb  land  at  tbe  lime  of 
paying  for  tbe  rame. 

8k.  S.  Aid  te  it  father  tniuttd,  That  where  the 
■mprovement  and  the  settlement  bhall  be  on  dlfer- 
eat  quarter  sections,  the  settler  sball  make  choice 
of  the  qna'ier  he  will  take,  provided  it  can  be  doae 
vilboatprcjadics  to  the  rights  of  others. 

8kc  3.  JtndbtUfitrther  encded,  That  where  Ihe 
qSMUlty  of  one  bncdred  and  sixty  acres  cannot  be 
obtained  iaone  entire  quarter  section,  the  deficien- 


cy may  be  made  up  cut  of  any  contigwMis  vai^nt 
ground. 

Sac.  4.  ^ndhe  U  further  enaelei,  That  in  the 
execution  ot  ihis  act,  and  in  making  up  the  quanii- 
if  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  where  the  fame 
cannot  be  had  emire,  the  entries  may  be  made  in 
tracts  of  eighty  acres,  or  forty  acres,  or  in  fractions; 
ind  where  the  fraction  shall  be  more  than  the 
quantity  required  to  complete  the  pre  emption,  the 
excels  sball  be  paid  for,  and  the  pie  emplive  right 
sball  extend  to  the  whole  fraction. 

Sic.  5.  Md  be  it  farther  eneettd,  That  where  two 
or  more  persons  »hall  have  settled  on  the  same 
qaarter  section,  the  same  (hall  be  divided  between 
them,  and  the  deficirncy  made  up  to  each  out  ot 
comignous  vacant  ground:  but .  no  wilful  intruder 
onthekao-«n  rights  of  another  sball  beemithdio 
any  benefit  under  this  seciion. 

Src.  6.  Jind  be  it  fw^lhtr  entitii.  All  legal  re- 
servations of  public  lands  for  any  purpose  what- 
ever shall  be  exempted  froTi  the  operation  of  this 
act,  so  that  no  right  of  pre-emption  sball  accrue  on 
any  snch  reserves. 

Sec  7.  Jl.d  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  qnej- 
tisns  in  relation  to  pre-emption  cla  ms,  or  between 
c'aimants  t«  the  same  quaiter  section,  fhill  be  s«i- 
tled  summarily  and  definitively  by  the  R-gis'er  and 
Receiver  of  tbe  district,  under  the  insiruciions  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Qeneral  Lan.l  0.1ice, 

The  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  BENTON  sa<d  as  !he  si>r.';inn  was  a  short 
one  and  did  not  aflbrd  time  for  ths  conrt-.sy  u^UAlly 
extended  upon  the  introdoctioa  of  bil<,  he  Loped 
it  would  bs  waived  in  the  f  re;ent!n>tance,  andtn>t 
each  Senaior  would  vote  upcn  the  qacs  ion  of  its 
second  reading  in  accordancii  with  his  opiaion  of 
ti  e  merits  of  ihe  bil ;  and  be  would  ask  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  ordering  it  to  a  seer  n  1  reading. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  wished  to  look  in'o  the  bill  b'. 
fore  he  wat  called  upon  to  vote  either  for  or  agsins 
it,  and  hoped  that  the  Senaior  fro.n  Mi^toun 
would  permit  it  to  be  postponed  nctil  to-raofrow  »nx\ 
primed;  which  was  agreed  to,snl  ihi!  bi.'lorJtted  ic 
be  printed 

Mr.  PREJJTI83,  ageeably  to  noiire,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  inlroduce  the  follcwlng  bilU: 

A  biil  for  the  relief  of  Lemuel  White; 

A  bill  f<  r  the  relief  of  David  Waller: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  cf  Margartt  Barnes; 

A  bill  f«  the  relief  ot"  Eben-xer  Swan;  and 

A  bill  for  the  re!ivf  of  Joab  Seely; 
which  were  severally  read  twice, and  riferreJ  to 
tfe  Comn  itiec  on  Tensions. 

Mr.  P.  also,  on  leave,  introtucfd  a  bill  to  rt'a- 
blish  a  Board  of  Comtnii^iopers  1 1  bear  and  deter- 
mine claims  again^t  the  Unite*!  State;;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  oa  Claims. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  in  puisaan:e  of  r>f«vicus  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  inlroiuce 

A  bill  granting  to  the  Slate  of  Michigan  a  qtian- 
tily  or  land  to  aid  said  Si.Me  in  ihe  construction  of 
a  canal  around  the  Falls  c^f  Ste  Marl?;  rnd 

A  bill  to  create  an  additional  land  t  ni?e  in  the 
Stale  of  Michigan,  and  for  o'her  purpnse^; 
which  were  severally  read  twice,  aad  rrferred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pablic  Land.";. 

A  bill  to  tnthoiize  the  S-crciAry  of  the  Trra'ury 
to  procure  sieam-vessels  fur  the  revenue  lecv'.ct; 
and 

A  bi'l  authorizing  the  errciion  of  crr'a'n  I'rht- 
bouses  and  light-boa's,  and  the  e^ta'jllirhment  vt 
cettaiD  buoys  and  teHCon-lighi.-; 
wbich  were  revera'ly  nad  twice,  and  referred  lo 
the  Committee  on  Commerce;  and 

A  bill  stip;ilementary  to  an  not  to  abolish  impri- 
sonment lor  debt  in  certain  c.S's;  which  was  lead 
twice,  iind  teferrcd  to  the  Oomuiittee  on  the  Judi- 
ciaTf. 

Mr.  CLAY  ff  Alabama,  agreeably  to  notice, 
atked  and  obta'ced  leave  to  iatroduce  the  following 
bills: 

A  bill  providing  for  the  rcd'tciion  and  graduation 
of  th'^  price  of  the  public  land-; 

A  bill  to  relit quitb  to  tbe  State  of  Alabama  the 
two  per  cent,  fund  received  by  tbe  act  Ur  her  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  to  b:  app  itd  to  the  making 
of  a  road  or  roads  leading  lo  said  Sia'e; 

A  bill  to  establish  an  addiiioDst  land  di»tt>cl  in 
tbe  SUte  of  Alabama 


A  biH  for  tbe  relief  of  William  Jones; 

A  bill  fur  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  tbe  pab> 
lie  lands,  who  were  deprived  of  the  benefits  ol  the 
act  granting  pre-emption  right*,  vbich  was  approved 
on  Ihe  19  h  of  June,  1834; 

A  bill  to  grant  6'her  lands  to  tbe  inbabiiants  of 
towafhip:  deprived  of  the  16tb  section  by  Indian 
re^rvattons;  i 

A  bill  to  relinquish  the  reversionary  interest  of 
tbe  United  States  to  a  certain  rerervafion  in  the 
S'ateol  Alabama; 

which  were  severally  read  twice  and  referred  to  the 
Committre  on  Public  Lands.   . 

Mr.  CLAY  also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  sup- 
plemcniary  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an 
act  for  the  appointment  of  commisioaers  to  adjnst 
the  claims  to  reservations  of  land  under  the  14tb 
ariicle  uf  the  treaty  of  1830  wiUi  the  CboCaw  In- 
dians; which  was  read  twice  and  referred  lo  tbe 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claimi. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
lice,  a^kcd  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  n  bill 
for  Ihe  ttlief  of  Avery,  Saltmars-h  and  Company; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  tbe  Conuait- 
tee  on  the  Post  Olfise  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  FOLTON,  in  pnrsnanceof  previous  notice, 
«3ked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  follow- 
ing bilU: 

A  bill  in  relation  to  donations  of  land  lo  oertaia 
persons  in  the  State  of  Arkansas; 

A  bill  to  qiiet  the  tlbs  of  certain  land  claimiints 
in  t>ie  Stites  of  Miss  Ctrl  and  Arkansas,  and  for 
other  purposes; 

A  bill  lo  settle  the  title  lo  certain  tracts  of  land 
in  ihe  Stat*  of.  A'kamar'; 

A  bill  to  auihoiise  the  inbabiiants  of  town^bip 
ei.iht  north,  range  thirty-two  wevt,  in  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  to  enter  a  section  of  laid  in  lien  of  tbe 
(ix'eenth  section  in  said  township,  up  m  condition 
that  the  same  is  surreoderid  to  thi  United  Slates 
for  military  purposes; 

A  bill  aalhorizing  the  inhab'tanls  of  fractional 
township  ten  ronih,  cf  range  one  ea'*,  in  ihe  State 
of  Aikansar,  to  aater  one  ha'f  section  of  land  for 
school  parpo$es; 

A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  J.mrs  Smith  of  Ar- 
kansa'; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  sun-'ry  citizens  of  Arkan- 
tas,  who  lost  iheir  ininiovrmenis  in  cn'eqnence  of 
a  treaty  between  tbeUaited  States  and  the  Choctaw 
Indians; 

which  were  aevera'l/  read  twiec,  and  referred  to 
ftc  C  immitiec  on  the  Pablio  hv-idu 

Mr.  P.  a'so,  on  leave,  intruduceJ  a  biil  sllowing 
drawback  upon  foreign  merchand>.se  exported  m 
the  oiiginelpaokag-'S  to  Chihcal.ut  and  Saotc  Pe, 
in  Mexico;  whivh  was  read  twic>,  and  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  rn  Commeret;. 

Al.o,  a  li  I  for  Ihe  lel  ef  of  George  W.  Paichil; 
which  was  rcsd  twice,  and  referred  lo  the  Commit- 
Ue  en  Claims. 

Mr.  PORTER,  in  pHrsuanoeof  previous  notice, 
asked  and  oh  aiued  leave  to  istrocoee  a  bill  sap- 
plemeiit^ry  to  an  ret  lo  provide  for  tbe  adjuslmtnt 
vi  lilies  to  land  in  the  town  of  Detroit  and  Terri- 
tory of  Micbiean,  and  for  other  porpoies;  wbich 
was  read  iwic^,  and  appropriately  ri  furred. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  in  pursuance  of  prevMnn  no- 
tice, askt  d  an  I  ob'ained  leave  to  inirodure  a  bill  to 
aitthor'z*  the iran-^fer  to  the  Siae  cf  Maryland  of 
Ihe  stock  io  the  Chf'.apeik^  and  Ohio  Canal  ctxnd- 
iiig  in  tbe  name  of  tbe  Uniied  Sta'es,  upon  rertain 
cnnditi:  w;  wbich  was  r>:ad  t«iee.  and  r«(erred  to 
the  Ctmmiitie  rn  ibe  Di.striet  of  C  lambia. 

0  I  mnilon  by  Mr.  WALL,  iVe  paperv  in  thccise.t 
of  Tbomas  Flashii  sand  Ralph  H-sl<ia.%  of  Thomas 
L.  Wintbrop,  andof  William  I!.  Rathbone,  weie 
le  erred  to  the  Committee  rn  ihe  Judiciary. 

On  moii  n  by  Mr.  NORVELL,  tbe  petition  and 
papers  of  P.  Ord  weie  withdiawn  from  the  files  of 
tbe  Sena'e. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  YOUNG,  the  memorials  of 
Ibe  inhabitants  of  township)  44  and  46  N.  range 
1  E.  of  the  principal  meridian  in  the  Slate  of  Illi- 
nois in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  Polish  exile.$,be 
taken  from  the  d'ei  of  the  Senate  atid  referred  lo 
tbe  Committee  on  Ihe  Pub'ic  lands. 

Mr.  BE  NTON  ptesenicd  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Miiiouri,  praying  for  the  estwUsbmeni  of  a  mail 
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roote  from  Jtttetaoa  city  to  the  coanty  ^at  of  Ben- 
loa  in  aaid  Stale;  wbicb  was  referred  lo  tbc  Cum- 
miltee  oa  ihe  PoU  Offiee  and  Post  Road^. 

Oa  mction  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Pettr  H.  Caetn,  now  oa  Gle,  were  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  PIBRCB  gare  notice  that  to-morow-  he 
voald  ask  leave  lo  inirodacc  a  bill  for  the  rqnali- 
zttion  of  the  pay  of  the  oScers  of  the  staff  and  line 
«f  Ike  army. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  gave  notice  that  to  morrow  he 
would  a&k  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  limit  the 
tenure  of  cSee  of  the  jodges  of  the  Federal  courts 
of  the  United  Statra. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  be 
wonki  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Ihe  heira  of  J<>hn  De  Treville. 

Mr.  DAVIS  sobmi'ted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  conxidered  aad  agreed  lo: 

Rtttlved,  That-ihe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instincicd  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  laws  as  to  mitigate  or  wholly  abjlith 
the  imprisonment  of  witnesses  in  criminal  cases: 

Mr.  R0OGLB3  submitted  the  foitonieg  rcsota- 
tion  for  con^idetaiion: 

Setilved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  rrqae.>:|i;d  lo  commnBieatc  to  the  Senate,  if  not 
iacompaiible  with  the  public  interests,  any  eurre- 
spondence  which  may  have  taken  place  between 
this  Government  and  that  of  Grtat  Britain,  relative 
to  theNor'heastern  boundary,  not  herelofure  r.om- 
mnnicateit  to  the  Senate.  Also,  on  like  condition, 
any  correspondense  had  with  the  Governor  of 
Maitie  on  the  same  sabj'Ci,  not  heretofore  oommi:- 
aicatcd. 

Mr.  YOUNG  mbmitted  ihA  following  resolu- 
tions, which  wereseverallyconi;iderrd  and  agreed  ti : 

Risolvid,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  exfedirncy 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  abandonment  of  Rixk 
blanH,  in  the  State  of  Iltinois,  as  a  military  post. 

Rablnd,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  b<s 
inslrncted  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  esra- 
blishiog a  manne  hospit<il,  for  iheaccommoda'itm 
of  sick  and  disabled  boatmen  and  indigent  pa'-en- 
g«rs navigating  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  livttf!,  at 
tht  ri  y  of  Cjiro,  in  Ihe  State  of  Illinois, 

itejiimil,  Tlial  the  Comuiiitee  on  Commerce  b; 
insiincted  to  ioqui-e  into  il  e  expediency  of  eUx- 
blishing  por>s  ot  entry  and  delivery,  or  ports  i  f  Je- 
live  y,  nt  the  cities  of  Caiie,  Alton,  and  Chiogo, 
in  the  S  ale  cf  Illinois. 

Risrivtd,  T&at  the  Committee  on  Commerce  b« 
in^^true  ed  to  ii:quire  into  the  expediency  of  gram- 
iigan  ettin^ion  of  credit  to  the  Slate  of  Illinois 
on  duty  bonds  already  fivm,  or  hereafter  t  >  be  <  xe 
cvled,  on  the  imporlarioa  of  raih'oad  iron  into  thai 
Sa'e. 

Keohei,  Thai  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  imp  the  expediency  of  maling 
specific  appropriation  for  Ike  improvement  of  ihe 
Reck  river  and  Des  Moines  Rapides  of  ibe  Mi.-sis- 
sippi  liver,  .'o  as  to  make  said  river  n^vigablK  for 
s'eamboais  at  all  .reasons  of  the  )ear,  when  the  na- 
T^ation  is  not  obstracied  bv  ice. 

ELECTION  OF  CHAPLAIN. 

Tb;  Senate  then  procedeJ  lo  the  election  of 
CbapHin,  and  the  baltols  having 'bem  coni.iel, 
the  PRBSIOENr  anaeancetihe  following  as  the 
re-ul': 

Whole  numb  r  of  ballots  ,  39 

For  Rev.  Mr.  CooRHitM,    "  25 

Rev.  Mr.  TnoaiiT,  n,  10 

Rev.  Mr.  Siiitv,  4 

Sn  Mr.  CiH  K.M1N  wa."<  df  dared  to  be  duly  elided. 

Tnc  S.nate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENf  ATIVES, 
MoN-Div,  D  cembet  14,  1840. 
The  journal  being  read — 
The  names  of  the  following  gentlemen,  appoint-  d 
.  by  the  Speaker  lo  onstiiate  the  several  Standing 
Committees  of  the  H^  use,  were  announcct': 
COMMITTEB  OF  ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  Rives,  Mr.  Bolt-:, 
Fillmore,  Randall, 

Medill,  P.  F.Thomas, of Md. 

Brown  of  Tenn.  Katidcn. 

Smith  of  Conn. 


COHMITTEG  OF  VVAVS  AND  MEANS. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Jones  of  Va.  Mr.  Cooper  of  Geo. 
E/ans,  MafonofOhio, 

Vanderpnel,  Saltonstall, 

Connor,  Hubbard. 

Atherton, 

COMillTTKE  ON  CIAIUS. 

Mr.  Russell,  Mr.  Gentry, 

Dawson,  Hill  of  N.  C. 

Bmks,  Galbraitb, 

Oidclinss,  Mallory. 

Williams  of  N.  H. 

COMMITTEE  ON  COMMERCE. 


Mr.  Curtis, 

Mr.  Pani!', 

H.IIrn, 

Bott.i, 

Burke, 

Miller. 

Toland, 

Winthiop 

Ilaberiham, 

e  >MMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC  LAND-I. 

Mr.  Morrow,  Mr.  Garlau't, 

Lincoln,  Thompson  cf  Mi>s. 

Cr.!ry,  Casey, 

White  of  Ky.  Chapman. 

Fiiber, 

COMMITTEE  ON  POST  OFFICE  AND  POST  ROADS. 

Ml.  McKay,  Mr.  Jos.  L.  William.^, 

Hopkins,  A.  G.  Brown, 

Bf  ig!.'',  R'j  nold.», 

Marvin,  Thompson  of  Ky. 

Lcadbetler, 
rOMMriTEE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Wm.Coft  Juhnson,  Mr.  Graham, 
C.  H.  William--,  Cranston, 

B'irne,  Hawkin-', 

Clark,  .  McCarty. 

Davee, 

COMMIITEE  ON  THE  JilDICURV. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Stanly, 

lldflTman,  S.  H  Butler,     > 

Turnry,  Trumbull, 

S  imnel  -,  Starkweather. 

Barnard, 

COMMITTEE  ON  REVOMITIONARY  CLAIMS. 
Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  K  y, 

Ha'l,  Sweariagen, 

Taliaferro,  J'm-s, 

Paimenter,  NaihinidJn-.''. 

Montgomery, 

COMMITTEE  ON  PUBUC  EXPENDITtlUESi. 
Mr.  BonI,  Mr.  Greene, 

Dun:an,  MrCure, 

Cro  kett,  Baker, 

Wattersott,  Breckrnridge. 

Mc.Cu'iloch, 

COMMfTTEE  ON  PRIVATE  LAND  CLAIM:*. 
Mr.  Callioun,  Mr.  Cross, 

Dellet,  Warren, 

Wick,  Vfoom,  ' 

Wm.  S.  Hastings,  Coardmao. 

Ja'.>es^n, 

COMMITTEE  ON  MAWFACTtlRES. 

Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Dromgcole, 

Nitbet,  '   Mitchell, 

Slade,  Easlrasn, 

TiMinjthaM,  John  Davis  of  Penn. 

Woribmetin, 

COMMITTEE  ON  ACRICHLTl'RE. 

Mr.  Del  e  ry,  Mr.  Shaw, 

McClellan.  Doi?, 

Smiih  <.f  Vermont,  Hcok, 

llani-iKn',  Ridgway. 

COMMITTEE  ON  INDIAN  AFFAinS. 

Mr.  Bll,  Mr.  Hnni, 

L-wis  Wiliiams,  J.  W.  Davis  of  Ja 

A  Lord,  Parri.^b, 

Chi?n,  RyiP. 

Lucas, 

COMMITTEE  ON  MILITABY  AFFAIRR 

Mr.  W.  Thoinpwn,  jr.     Mr.  Monroe, 
Miller,  Sumter, 

Cole«,  O  ggio, 

Kemble,  W.  O.  Butler. 

J.  W.  Allen, 

COMMITTEE  ON  TIIE  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Kf  im,  Mr.  Ropeis  <  f  N.  Y. 
Carter,  Tr:p!elt, 

Gnlfin,  Wacner  o  f  N.  H< 

Wagener  of  Pa.  Jtckson. 

Oucde, 


COMtirTTEE  ON  NAVAL  AFPAIBa 

Mr.  Francis  Tnomas,  Mr.  Sbepard, 
Reed,  Nay  lor, 

Grinoell,  Dickerson, 

Andcison,  Moatanya. 

Ptcffi*, 

COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAtRa. 

Mr.  Pickens,  Mr.  Everett, 
Cushiug,  Clifford, 

Dromgoole,  Lett, 

Granger,  Fine. 

Hawes, 

COMMITTEE  ON  TlllS  TERKITORIGA. 
Mr.  Pope,  Mr.  (j arret  Davis  of  Ky. 

Jenifer,  C^aperofPa. 

Campbell  of  Tenn.  Morgan, 

Stuart,  Dana. 

Brewster, 
COMMITTEE  ON  REVOHITIONaRY  RKNrJONfl. 

Mr.  Taliaferro,  Mr.  Broekway, 

Catr,  Taylor, 

Andrews,  Hand, 

Stcenrod,  Peck. 

Edw'd  Daviea  of  Pa. 

COMMITTEE  ON  INVALID  PENSIONS 

Mr.  S.  Williams  of  Ky.  Mr.  3.  W.  Morris  of  Pa. 
Moiris  of  Ohio,  Palen, 

Chittenden,  Sweney, 

Doan,  El  wards. 

Strong, 

COMMITTEE  ON  R0AD3  AN»  CANAIA 

Mr.  Og'e,  Mr.  Bladnrell, 
Carroll,  Underwood, 

Hill  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  Uaiie, 

Smith  of  Virginia,  Crabb. 

Rajner, 

COMMITTEE  ON  PATENTS. 

Mr.  Fle'cher,  Mr.  Newbaid, 

Beaity,  Paynter. 

Prentiss, 
ON  PCBLIC  BItlLDlKQS  AND  0  ROUNDS; 

Mr.  Pi  I  ikin,  Mr.  Hastir  g«  of  Ohio, 

Leonaid,  O.boine. 

Kei^ 

ON  REVISAL  AND  DNFINISnED  BVSINBS.''. 

Mr.  Peck,  Mr.  Kille, 

Parri>h,  Coo;er  of  N.  J. 

James, 

COMMITTEE  ON  AOCCWtNT.< 
Mr.  Jos.  Johnson  of  Va.  Mr.  Floyd, 
C  J..hnsioD  of  N.  Y.        Andrews. 
Marclian-i, 

COMMITTEE  ON  MILKAOE. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Cu       Mr.  Henry, 

Wit  iamsofMasr.  Kemp!>hall. 

J.  Al  en  of  NY. 

COMMITTEE  ON  EPPENDITIIRE.^  IN  TITB  DEPART. 

WENT  OF  STATE. 
Mr.  Uucderwcod,  Mr.  Lowell, 

Bynnm,  Trumbull, 

Crabb, 

COMMITTEE  ON  EXPENDmiRES  IN  THE  TRBASIIRV 
DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Evans,  Mr.  Warren, 

Atherton,  Joaes  of  N.  Y. 

OJjorne, 
ON  EXPENOmiRES  IN  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 
M..  Due,  Mr.  Holmes, 

Chapman,  Cooper  of  Pa. 

Wagner  of  N.  Y. 
ON  EXPENDITIJBEfl  IN  THE  NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 
Mr.  Silionstall,  Mr.  Green, 

V.-.Ddtrpiiel,  Q.rry. 

S  m  ^nton, 
ON  EXPENDITDRGS  INPOSTOFFICE  DEP.tRTMBNr. 

Mr.  Marvm,  Mr.  Davis  ot  Ky. 

Boyd,  Lane. 

Loirell, 
ON  EXPENDITURES  ON  THE  PUBLIC  BDH.DINa3. 
Mr.  iJianly,  Mr.  Henry, 

Fornance,  Barle. 

Gate.", 

The  SPEAKER  also  announced  ih;  fol'owirg 

Seltct  Committee  ,  under  resolutions  adopiei  on 
Thursday  last: 

ON  THE  TOBACCO  TRAD.-^. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr.  Grinnell, 

Coles,  y^^  ^^I!nj?'"'.T 

ga'gX-dbyL^Ggg^e 
Carioll, 
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CinHmud/rtm  ^fo.  1.. 

FOR  mamRY  into  the  alleged  FAI^SIFICATieN 
OP  PUBUO  DOCUMENT  No.  18S  OF  LAST  SB^ION 
RBLATIVB  TO  THE  AFRICANS  TAKEN  ON  BOARD 
THE  AHISTaD. 

Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Medil), 

McKay,  Dtnnis. 

Barnard, 

Mr.  WINTHROP  of  MaJsachnwtis  stated  ibat, 
OB  examining  the  li»t  of  yeas  and  nays  on  the  role 
taken,  last  week,  on  the  motion  of  IMr.  Stinlt  to 
reconsider  the  vole  by  which  ihe  resolniion  of  Mr. 
Atbutom,  for  the  prioting  of  ibe  usual  number  of 
copies  of  the  Presideai's  Annual  Message  bad  been 
adopted,  be  dLtcorcred  that  bis  name  was  omitted. 
Mr.  JOSEPH  L.  WILLIAMS  slated  that  he  abs 
was  present,  and  vot«d  in  (he  affirmative,  when  the 
question  on  the  moiion  to  reconsider  was  taken,  but 
bis  name  was  sot.  recorded. 
Wherenpon,  '   . 

Mr.  WINTHROP  moved  that  the  yeas  given  by 
Mr.  J.  L.  WiLLiiMS  and  himself,  en  Tburtday  last, 
on  the  question  of  reconsidering  the  vote  for  print- 
ing certain  extra  copies  of  the  President's  Message, 
b*  now  entered  upon  the  journal,  it  appearing  that 
the  same  was  omitted  at  the  lime. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  was  inclined  to  question  ihe  pro. 
priety  of  permitting  members  to  have  their  votes  in- 
serted on  the  journal  at  so  long  a  time  after  the  de- 
cision bad  been  announced.  He  Ihongbt  members 
oaght  to  remain  in  their  places,  and  listen  whether 
their  names  had  been  omitted  or  not,  so  as  to  bare 
Ihe  error  rectified  at  the  time. 

After  some  debate  on  the  propriety  of  permiitiDg 
the  votes  to  be  recorded,  in  which  Messrs.  STAN- 
LY, TILLINQHAST,  WISE,  LEWIS  WIL- 
UAMS,  and  CUSHINQ,  participated,  the  moiion 
to  insert  was  agreed  to  by  the  fullon ing  vole:  yeas 
SOO,  nays  3. 

The  SPEAKER  then  stated  that  the  aHdiiion  just 
made  of  two  voles  in  the  affirmative,  would  reverse 
the  decision  of  Wednesday  last,  by  which  the  me- 
iion  of  Mr.  Stanlt  to  recooM'der  tfce  resolution  of 
Mr.  Athirt.iw,  was  rejected.  That  resolation 
was,  therefore,  reconsidered,  aod  its  mcriu  conse- 
qnently  open  to  debate. 

Mr.  STANLY  lh->n  moved  lo  amend  the  reso. 
lotion  by  inserting  1 5,000  of  the  Pie>ident'3  mes- 
sage without,  and  5,C00  wiih,  the  accompanying 
doeument-<. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  inquired  whether  the  order  to 
print  had  been  executed. 
The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  had  not. 
Mr.  TILLINQHAST,  by  way  of  compromlje, 
moved  further  to  amend  by  substituting  5,000  of 
the  message  with,  and  5,000  without,  the  accompa- 
nymg  documents. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Ihe  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  snd  decided  in  ihe  negaiive. 

The  question  being  then  on  the  amendaeni  of 
Mr.  Stinlt, 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  lo  amend  ihe  amendment 
by  subsliiutiog  10,000  with,  and  5,000  without,  the 
documents. 

Mr.  BEATTY  thereupon  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nayF,  which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  were 
—yeas  110,  nays  90,  as  (bllows: 

YEAS-r-Messsr.-.  Jodtoo  Allen,  Anderson,Aiher- 
ton.  Banks,  Barnard,  Btaity,  Beirne,  Blarkwel', 
Boyd,  Breckeniidge,  Briggs,  Albert  G.  Brown, 
Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  William  O.  Boiler, 
Calhoun,  Carr,  CtrroU,  Clifford,  Cole.',  Connor, 
William  R.  Cooper,  Craig,  Crancion,  Crary,  Crock- 
ett, Cross,  Dana/  Davec,  Dennif",  Dickerson,  D.  an. 
Doe,  Doig,  Duncan,  Earl,  Eaitman,  Ely,  Everett, 
Fine,  Fisher,  Fletcher,  Pomance,  Qalbraitb,  Gar- 
land, Gerry,  Hammond,  Hand,  John  Has;ing!', 
Hawkins,  Hill  of  Yirgi»i»,  Hill  of  North  Caroli- 
na, Hillen,  Hubbard,  Jaek»on,  Jame",  Jameson, 
NathanielJones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemp, 
shall,  Kille,  Lane,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lowell,  Lucas, 
McOartT,  McCljllan,  McClnre,  McCullocb,  Mar- 
ehand,  Medill,  Miller,  Mitehell,  Montanya,  Mont- 
goiner)r,S«mael  W.  Morris,  Ogle,  Panhenter,  Par- 


ris,  Paynt?r,  Pope,  PreotiK,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Ridg- 
way,  Eklward  Rogers,  Ryall,  Salloufttall,  Samuels, 
Shaw,  Slada,  John  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Strong, 
Stuart,  Jacob  Thompson,  TilliEghast,  Toland,  Un- 
derwood, Vroom,  David  D.  Wagoner,  Peter  J. 
Wagner,  Watterson.  Weller,  Wick,  Jared  W. 
Williams,  Henry  Williams,  and  Woithiogton— 

no. 

NAY3— Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  John  W.  Al- 
len, Andrews,  Baker,  Bell,  Boardman,  Botts,Brews- 
ter,  Brockway,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Catty, 
Chapman,  Chinn,  Chittenden,  Clark,  Mark  A. 
Cooper,  Crabb,  Curtis,  Co&biDg,  Edward  Davies, 
John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Garret  Davis,  Daw- 
son, Dellel,  Edwards,  Evans,  Fillmore,  Floyd, 
Gates,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Goggin,  Goode,  Graham, 
Granger,  Green,  Habersham,  Hall,  William  S. 
Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  George  W.  Hopkins, 
Hunt,  Jenifer,  Charles  Johnston,  Joseph  Johnson, 
William  Co5>t  Jo)inson,  Cave  Johnson,  Leadbeiter, 
Lincoln,  McKay,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Mason,  Mon-. 
roe,  Morgan,  Calvary  Morris,  Newbard,  Oibome, 
Palen,  Parrish,  Peck,  Petrikin,  Pickens,  Proffit, 
Randall,  Randolph,  Rariden,  Raynet,  Rives,  Ros. 
sell,  Sbepard,  Simonton,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly, 
Starkweather,  Sumpter,  Swearineen,  Sweney,  Tali- 
aferro, Philip  F.  Thomas,  Waddy  Thompson, 
John  B.  Thompson,  Triplett,  Tumev,  Warren, 
John  While,  Thomks  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
liams, Winthrop,  and  Wise— 96. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  to  th«  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Stanlt  as  amended,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affi  mative. 

And  the  question  then  being  on  the  ad'plion  of 
the  resolation  as  amended,  it  was  agreed  lo  without 
a  count. 

So  ten  dionsand  copies  of  the  President's  mes- 
sage with,  and  five  thousand  copies  without,  the 
accompanying  docaments,  were  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

DEATH  OP  MR.  ANDERSON  OF  KENTUCKY. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Kentucky  rose  and  an- 
nounced to  the  HoBse  thatSiMBON  H.  ANOcnsoR,his 
predecessor  in  this  Congress  from  the  FItth  Dis'rict 
in  ECentncby,  had  departed  (his  life,  at  his  residence 
in  Garrard  county,  since  the  last  session.  Mr.  T. 
remarked  that  his  death  was  a  public  calamity,  be- 
cause the  ceuniry,  in  the  morning  of  bis  life,  and 
as  his  career  of  usefulness  upon  a  new  theatre  had 
just  commenced,  bad  been  deprived  of  one  of 
her  most  promising  sons.  In  the  councils  of  his 
native  State,  he  had  rendered  services  to  that 
Stale,  and  achieved  for  himself  an  enviable  repuia- 
tioc;  without  opposition,  and  by  the  undivided  suf- 
frage of  his  district,  hs  had  been  returned  a  member 
for  Ibis  Congress.  His  bearing  as  a  gentleman  was  a 
true  evidence  of  ihe  moral  worth  and  integrity  of 
purpose  that  characterized  Ihe  man.  His  brief  ser- 
vices here  had  not  fully  manifested  to  this  body  the 
rich  attainments  and  hijh  order  of  intellect  thai, 
combined  with  his  private  virtue,  had  secured  to 
him  not  only  public  confidence  at  home,  but  also 
that  respect  and  attachment  which  all  the  better 
sympathies  of  social  life  ever  accord  to  merit  and 
worth.  The  bar  of  which  he  was  a  member  and 
an  ornament,  in  his  native  State,  regret  his  untimely 
death;  his  district  feels  the  loss.  Allied  with  the  best 
blood  of  Ibe  Slate,  he  has  left  a  young  family  to 
mourn  the  tad  bereavement  of  a  kind  parent  and 
an  afiectionaie  husband.  Mr.  T.  presented  the 
following  resolutions  as  a  token  of  condolence  to 
that  family,  and  as  the  last  kind  office  and  tribute 
of  respect  we  can  pay  to  the  memory  of  one  who 
yet  lires  ia  the  cherished  Remembrances  and  affec- 


tions of  his  friends,  his  relative;',  and  of  the 
State  of  which  he  was  a  favorite  child,  and  on 
whom  she  r.-sled  high  and  proud  hopes  o{  future 
usefulness  and  eminence.  There  is  allotted  to  but 
few  a  better  and  brighter  fortune  than  seemed  to 
await  him.  The  eentiment  that  "they  whom  the 
gods  love  die  young"  was  a  tender  delusion  of 
heathen  superstition,  in  (his  instance,  he  trusted, 
but  exemplified  and  adopted  by  a  wise  and  mjrste- 
rious  dispensation  of  the  Christian's  Providence. 
Tiie  malediciion,  "May  you  die  from  home,"  was 
an  imprecation  he  had  no  enemy  malevolent 
enough  te  uttei^  and  he  now  reposes  as  he  lived 
and  died,  surrounded  by  his  household  and  friends. 
Reaolttd,  That  this  Honse  with  deep  regret  have 
heard  the  announcement  of  the  death  of  Siheon  H. 
Anobbson,  of  Kentucky,  late  a  member  of  this  Con- 
gre-s. 

Resolctd,  That  to  testify  their  regard  for  the  de- 
ceased, aod  as  an  evidence  of  the  sympathy  they 
feel,  and  hereby  tender  to  his  stuviving  relatives, 
ihey  will  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 
Ratlved,  As  a  further  testimony  of  respect  for 
Ihe  deceased,  that  when  this  Honse  adjourn  to-day, 
it  adjourn  to  to-morrow. 

DEATH  OF  MR.  RAHSEY,  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Mr.  LEET  then  rose,  and  addreised  the  Honse 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Spbikbb:  In  accordance  with  a  practice 
which  has  been  sanctioned  by  long  usage,  I  rise  to 
discharge  a  painful  doty;  in  doing  which  I  feel  sure 
the  He  use  will  sympathize  viith  me.  I  rise,  sir,  to 
announce  the  death  of  Wiluim  Sterrbtt  RJiM- 
ssT,  who  was  a  dittingaidied  member  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania delegation,  and  represented  the  Cumber* 
land  district.  He  died  suddenly  in  October  last,  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  somewhat  remote  from  the 
bosom  of  his  near  relatives,  but  where,  however, 
there  were  not  wanting  friends  to  show  appropriate 
marks  of  respect  to  his  memory.  His  death  was 
not  less  sadden  than  nwlancholy.  From  ^y  in- 
fancy he  was  afflicted  with  feeble  health,  and  a 
week  constitution. 

Having  been  called  by  the  people  of  his  dis< 
Irict  lo  serve  them  in  the  National  Legislature  of 
his  native  country,  and  desirous  lo  execute  the 
(rust  reposed  in  him,  be  struggled  through  the  last 
unusuafly  arduous  and  exciting  setsion,  ir:  the  dis- 
chaige  of  his  duties,  in  a  manner  alike  honorable 
to  himfelf,  gratifying  to  his  friends,  and  satisfac- 
toiy  to  bis  constituents.  At  the  close  of  the  session, 
he  found  his  constitution  rapidly  yielding  to  the 
ravitges  of  a  confirmed  consumption;  and  during 
the  recess  of  Congress,  in  the  youth  of  tiiM  days, 
wiih  the  fairest  earthly  prospects  before  him,  (could 
he  have  lived  to  realize  them,)  and  at  a  lime  when 
one  would  think  he  might  be  bnoyani  with 
hope,  he  sunk  a  victim  to  gloomy  melaaeholy, 
leaving  numerous  devoted  friends  lo  lament  his 
premature  and  deplorable  death.  I  have  never 
been  able  to  feel  fully  the  propriety  of  panegyric 
on  occasion-i  like  this — it  excites  little  or  no  in- 
terest where  the  subject  of  it  is  unknown,  and  can- 
not reach  lot  ear,  nor  enhance  his  character  in  the 
esteem  of  those  who  knew  his  goodness,  his  talents, 
and  his  virtues.  I  may  be  indulged,  however,  in 
simply  saying,  that  Mr.  RiMSBTjasaman,  was  libe- 
ral and  kind;  and,  as  a  friend,  was  true  and  faithful: 
he  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  an  »ccoiaplisbe4 
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'dVBMioi  TCMivwd  in  this  eoDDtry,  and  be  risiied 
lOflM  of  ihe  most  fttmoas  places  io  Borope 
in  Ae  anxious  pnnait  of  ksoirleAge,  and  for 
the  impro^rement  of  hi*  bealib.  Some  time  after  his 
retnm  from  Europe,  he  was  in  1838  elected  to  the 
96ih Congress, and  ia  1840  wasaf^in  retained  by  a 
geneioQS  and  enlightened  constituency  to  ihe  27th 
Congress.  Bat,  alas !  he  is  now  no  more — he  died 
a  high  minded  and  honorable  man. 

Without  making  farther  remarks,  I  ask  the 
Hoose  to  pay  the  customary  tribute  of  respect  to 
the  memory  of  a  deceased  member,  by  adopting  the 
resolutions  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  aad  now  send 
to  the  Chair. 

JlMoived,  That  the  members  of  this  House  will 
testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of  Willum 
SiicaaaTi'  Ramset,  by  weariog  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  thirty  days. 

Jt«uhtd,  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  above  resolutions  were  then  adopted, 

And  the  House  adjourned  until  to-monow  at  12 
o'dodr. 

IN  SENATE, 
Tot»DiT,  December  15, 1840. 

The  PRESIDENT  sabmitied  a  communication 
fhim  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieasury,  eucloeing  a 
communication  from  F.  R.  Bassler,  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  coast  survey  and  the  construction  of 
weights  and  measures,  showing  the  progrets  marie 
therein;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieasu- 
ry, in  compliance  with  the  act  for  the  relief  of  insol- 
Tent  debtors;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  tbe  Judiciary. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  the  petition  of  Wal- 
ter Loomis  and  Abel  Oay;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  General  Joseph  M.  Hernan- 
dez; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Oad  Humphreys;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Philip  Weaddeman;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Malachi  Hagan,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
-     Abo,  tbe  petitien  of  the  heirs  of  John  J.  Balow, 
deceased;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  HPBBARD  also  offered  Ihe  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  considered  and  agri  ed  to: 

Ite$thtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing a  pension  to  Jchn  McNeil  for  wounds  received 
durlDg  the  last  war. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  prevented  the  memorial  of 
'  William  W.  Chew,  Secretary  of  Legation  at  St. 
Petersboif ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

BIr.  ANDERSON  presented  the  petition  of  Cle- 
meus,  BryoB  and  Company;  whi<^  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  presented  the  memorial  of  De 
Forest  Manice;  which  wu  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

Mr.  PRESTON  preaealed  the  peUtinn  of  Charles 
Howq  which  was  itferred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  the  memorial  of  mem- 
ben  of  the  Legislature  of  Arkansas,  praying  for 
the  eslabtishment  of  a  mail  route  in  the  counties  of 
Mdnroe,  Francis,  and  Jackson;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  ROANE  presented  the  petition  of  the  Editor 
of  the  Farmer's  Register,  praying  for  the  redaction 
ofpoetageon  pwiodieals;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Pest  Office  audTost  Road;. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  the  petition  of 
clti2ens  of  Madison  conni}^,  Alabama,  praying  for 
the  establishment  of  a  mail  route;  which  waif  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Qeoige  Titniley,  of  Cbr 


rokee  county,  Alabams;  wbieh  was  le.'erred  to  the 
Commit'ee  on  the  Pnbl'c  Lands. 

Mr.  C.  also  gave  notice  that,  on  to-morrow,  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  rel  ef  of 
the  Selma  and  Tennessee  Railroad  Company. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FULTON,  so  much  of  the 
President'^  aannal  message  as  relates  to  (be  Post 
Office  and  post  roads  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motioit  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  the  petitions  of 
Thankful  Rejmolds,  of  the  widow  of  John  Vance, 
of  Huldah  Taeker,  of  Samuel  Collins,  of  Lucy 
Eaton,  widow  of  John  Bennett,  of  John  R.  Mid- 
winter, and  of  Joseph  Bassett,  now  on  tbe  file.'s  of 
the  Senate,  w<re  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALL,  the  petition  and  pa- 
pars  of  Francis  A.  Dickins,  now  on  file,  were  re- 
ferred to  (he  Committe  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  YOUNQ  presented  the  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  tbe  counties  of  Lake,  Henry,  and  Boone, 
for  a  mail  route;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  (be  Pott  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  Henry  Eckford;  which  was  referred  tu  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
-  Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Commilteeoa  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  W.  Paschal;  and 
Toe  bill  to  establish  a  Board  of  Commissioners 
to  hear  and  determine  claims  against  the  United 
Sutes; 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  lands,  to  which  was  referred 

A  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Michigan  a  quan- 
tity of  land  to  aid  said  State  in  the  cnnstrnction  of 
a  canal  around  the  Falls  of  Ste  Marie;  and 

A  bill  to  create  an  addi  ional  land  office  in  the 
Slate  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes;    - 
reported  the  s^me  without  amendmen'. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  to  which  were  referred 

A  bill  to  rehnqish  to  the  State  of  Alabama  the 
two  per  cent,  fund  reserved  by  the  act  for  her  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  to  be  applied  to  the  making 
of  a  road  or  roads  leading  to  said  State; 

A  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  district  in 
the  Slate  of  Alabama; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Jonss; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  who  were  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  tbe 
act  granting  pre-emption  rights,  which  was  ap- 
proved on  the  19  h  of  June,  1834; 

A  bill  to  grant  other  lands  lo  the  inhabitants  of 
township  deprived  of  the  16'Ji  section  by  Indian 
reservation^  and] 

A  bill  to  relinqaish  the  reversionary  interest  of 
the  United  States  ts  a  certain  reservation  in  the 
State  of  Alabama; 
severally  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  thePub- 
lie  Lands,  to  which  were  referred 

A  bill  in  relation  to  donations  of  land  to  certain 
perjons  in  the  Slate  of  Arkansas; 

A  bill  to  quiet  the  titles  of  certain  land  claimants 
in  the  Slates  of  Missouri  aad  Arkansas,  and  for 
other  purposes; 

A  bil^  to  settle  tbe  title  to  certain  tracts  of  land 
in  the  State  of  Arkansas; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  township 
eight  north,  range  thirly<two  wes*,  in  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  to  enter  a  section  of  land  io  lien  of  the 
.  sixteenth  section  in  raid  township,  npon  condition 
that  the  same  is  surrendered  to  the  United  States 
for  military  purposes; 

A  bill  authorizing  tbe  tnbabitants  of  fractional 
township  ten  south,  of  range  one  east,  in  the  State 
of  Arkansas,  to  enter  one  half  section  ef  land  for 
school  purposes; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Smith  of  Ar- 
kansas; and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Arkan- 
sas, who  lost  their  improvements  in  consequence 
of  a  treaty  between  the  United  Stales  and  th: 
Choctaw  Indians; 
severally  reported  the  same  without  amendment.' 

Mr.  SBVIBR  gav«  notKe  that  to-morrow  he 
would  ttk  leftTC  to  inuoduoe 


A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Murphy; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  T.  Banks; 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  removal  of 
the  rafi  in  Red  River; 

A  bill  to  authorize  (he  Legitlaiors  of  the  Slate 
of  Arkansas  to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  appropria- 
ted for  the  use  of  schooh  in  that  State;  and 

A  bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  em- 
ble  claimants  to  lands  within  the  limits  of  Missouri 
and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to  institute  proceed- 
ings In  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,"  approved 
Ihe  26  h  of  t/liyr}8H,  and  an  act  amending  the 
same,  and  extending  tbe  provisions  of  said  act  to 
clairasnts  to'landi  within  the  Stales  of  Louisiana 
and  Mi^<sippi. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  in  pursuance  of  pre- 
vious notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introauct 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Walker;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatires  of 
Colin  Bishop; 

which  were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Roads. 

Mr,  C.  also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jubal  B.  Hancock;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  DAVIS;  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  refund  to  Noah 
Miller  and  others  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
the  British  sloop  Mary  and  cargo,  which  were  cap- 
tured by  them,  and  libelled  and  sold  for  the  beneot 
of  the  United  States;  wbich.with  accompanying  docu- 
ments, was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  DAVIS  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  U 
the  Plumb  Island  Bridge  Company. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, aiked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  De  Treville,  de- 
ceased; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, atked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the  State 
of  Maine  for  the  services  of  her  militia;  whieh  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mi- 
lilhry  Affairs. 

Mr.  W.  also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  rega- 
late  the  pay  and  j  emoluments  of  pursers  of  the 
navy;  and 

A  bill  to  regulate  and  establish  the  navy  ratios; 
which  was  severally  read  twice,  and  refened  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  ia  pursuance  of  previ- 
ous notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  iotrotlnce  • 
bill  for  lbs  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Col. 
Fiaccis  Vigo;  which  wasiead  twice,  andreferredto 
tbe  Committee  on  Revolutic  naiy  Claims. 

Also,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  land  offices  in  the 
State  of  Indiana,  and  for  other  purposes;  a  hich  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Mount  Carmel 
and  New  Albany  Railroad  Company  to  enter  on  a 
credit  a  quantity  of  land,  lo  aid  the  company  in 
tbe  eonstinction  of  a  railroad  from  New  Albany,  in 
the  State  of  Indiana,  to  Mount  Caimel,  in  the  Slate 
of  Illinois,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  refeired  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
caose  certain  surveys  to  be  made;  which  Was  read 
twice,  and  refened  to  the  Cjmmiiiee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resor 
lotion,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  limit  Ihe  term  of 
office  of  tbe  judges  of  tne  supreme  and  inferior 
courts  thereof. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  gave  notice  that  lo^norrow 
he  would  a^k  leave  to  mtroduce  •  bill  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  tbe  State  of  Ten- 
ncMee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain 
lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to 
Ihe  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the 
same,"  passed  the  18li>  day  of  April,  1806.     ' 
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tit.  HVBBARD,  in  pmsuaee  of  previous  no- 
liM,  asked  and  obtained,  leave  to  ibtniduee  a  bill 
far  tin  wukment  of  the  claims  of  Ne  v  Hampshire, 
agaiatt  the  Uoited  Buitee;  whidt  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  fiiiiitary  Affairs. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  in  parsnance  of  previous 
notice,  asind  and  obtained  leave  to  introdvee  a  bill 
to  oonfifm  the  sarvry  and  looadon  of  claims  for 
lands  in  the  Sinie  of  Mississippi,  east  of  Pearl  river 
and  aonth  of  the  31st  degree  of  norUi  latitude; 
wUeh  was  read  twice,  and  referred  To  the  Commit- 
tea  «■  tke  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  in  pnnnanee  of  previons  no- 
tice, a^ed  and  obtained  leave  to  iatredoce 

A  bill  for  the  legal  representatives  of  William 
SMifonl,  deceased; 

A  bill  for  (he  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Robert  White;  and 

A  bill /or  the  relief  of  the  heirs  or  l^al  rspre- 
srataiives  of  Joieph  Morii?,  deceased; 
whldi  were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred  (o 
the  Coamitles  on  RevolniioDary  CUinvs. 

Mr.  MERRICK  gave  notice  that  to  morrow  be 
woald  avk  leave  to  introdace  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Ike  htirs  of  Francis  Newman. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUaGLES,  the  docoments 
in  tetaiion  to  the  better  aecnriiy  of  the  lives  of  pis- 
sengeis  on  board  of  steam  vessels,  now  on  £le, 
wen  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  FtTLTON,  in  pnnnance  of  previons  notice, 
ariced  and  obtained  leave  to  introdace  a  bill  making 
appropriatioBs  for  the  completion  of  certain  roads 
in  the  Stale  of  Arkansas;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  ihe  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mt.  F.  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he  wonld 
adt  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  perfect  the  titles  le 
lands  sonth  of  die  Arkansas  river,  held  nnder  the 
New  Madrid  locations,  and  ^re-emptlon  rights  nn- 
der th«  act  of  1614;  and 

A  trill  for  the  relief  of  William  A.  Dixon. 

The  following  resolution,  Eubmilled  ye&teiday  by 
Mr.  CtiT  ef  Kentacky,  was  taken  up  for  conside- 
ration, via: 

ffetoleed.  That  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  te  eomnranicate  to  the  Senate  statemenu 
showing  tb«  quantity  of  land  reported  by  the  re- 
gisters and  receivers  of  the  several  land  offices,  in 
pnrManee  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  Ihe 
35th  April,  1838,  to  have  been  unsold  in  their  re- 
spective districts  on  the  30th  day  of  Jane,  1S28, 
after  having  been  offered  at  the  mhnimnm  price  per 
aere,  discriminating  between  the  several  land  dis- 
tricts; what  proportion  of  the  land  so  unsold  on  that 
day  coasistM  of  first  rate  land,  and  what  was  un- 
lit for  cnltivatien,  according  to  the  reports  of  the 
said  ofleers;  what  was  their  estimate  of  the  ave- 
rage value  per  aere  of  the  said  unsold  land;  and 
what  part  of  the  said  land  ro  remaining  unsold 
on  the  3(Kh  June,  1838,  aforesaid,  has  been  since 
sold,  and  at  what  price,  diioriminaling  between  the 
amoontsoldlneachof  the  distiicis.  And  the  Se- 
cretary is  farther  directed  to  caose  parallel  co- 
Itmns  to  be  prepared,  exhibitiu);  iu  one  connected 
View  the  quantity  of  land  nosold  on  tbe.day  afore- 
said in  each  district,  the  amount  since  sold,  the 
valoe  as  assstsed  or  estimated  by  the  said  officers, 
and  the  prioee  at  which  the  lands  have  since  acin- 
My  sold;  and  the  aggregate  value  of  the  land  as 
asseieed,  and  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  sales 
aad«  since  the  30th  June,  1823,  in  each  land  dis- 
trier. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  offered  the  following 
amendments: 

Bmiiitd  furtktr.  That  said  Secretary  cause  to  be 
exUMled  in  tha  report  aforejail,  such  a*lerations 
aa  may  have  been  made  in  the  several  land  dis- 
tricts embraced  by  raid  reports  made  pursuant  to 
tiM  said  reaohition  of  (he  Senate  of  the  25  h  of 
Apil,  1838-4h«wiag  in  what  instances,  and  to 
what  extent,  sail  districts  have  been  enlarged  or  di- 
minished since  the  said  30ih  d%y  of  Jnne,  1838; 
and  also  what  new  lands:,  then  embraced  by  said 
tevnal  districts,  have  since  been  sold. 

Jtewlotdfitrtlur,  That  said  Secretary  canse  to  be 
eommunicaled  statements  showing  in  separate  co- 
lumns the  quantity  of  public  land  which  has  been 
offered  for  sale  at  public  auction,  and  has  remain. 
ed  unsold  at  the  minimum  price,  in  each  StiUe  and 
Ter^ry  for  a  period  of  fire  yeanv  ancl  less  than 


ten  years;  the  quantity  so  offered  and  remaining 
unsold  for  ten  years  and  less  than  fifteen  years;  the 
qntntiiy  so  offered  and  remaining  unsold  for  fif- 
teen years  and  less  than  twenty  years;  the quantiy 
sooffertd  and  remaining  unsold  fer  more  than 
twenty  and  less  than  thirty  years;  and  the  quantity 
which  has  been  so  offered  and  has  remained  unsold 
for  more  than  thirty  yearn  showing  tte  aggregate 
at  the  foot  of  each  column,  and  the  general  aggre- 
gate of  all  the  lands  which  have  been  offered,  and 
have  remained  irasold  for  five  years  and  npwar4s, 
up  to  the  latest  retnnis. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to;  aitd  Ihe  rescK 
Intion,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 
REPEAL  OF  THE  INDEPENDENT   TREA- 
SURY LAW. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  ye6ter(*ayby 
Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentacky,  was  taken  np  for  consi- 
deration, viz: 

itoioleed,  That  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  collection,  safekeeping,  transfer,  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,"  onght  to  be 
forihwilb  repealed;  and  that  the  Comnutiee  on  Fi- 
nance be  instruetoi  to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  it  was  no  part  of  his  pnrpoae,ia 
offering  his  resolution,  to  invite  or  paitnke  in  an 
argqment  on  any  question  that  might  arise  out  of 
the  great  measure  to  which  the  resolution  relates. 
It  was,  (hen,  no  purpose  on  his  part  to  enter  into 
any  argument.  He  wonld  as  lief  argue  to  a  con- 
victed criminal,  with  a  rope  round  his  neck,  and 
(he  cart  about  to  leave  bis  body,'  to  prove  to  him 
ihat  his  conviction  was  according  to  law  and  jus- 
tice, as  to  prove  that  this  Sub-Treasury  measure 
onght  to  be  abandoned.  He  had  brought  forward 
the  resolution  in  the  fhape  in  which  he  had  pre- 
sented it  to  the  Senate,  because  he  thought  it  vaa 
his  duty  so  to  do.  The  ordinary  course  of  legisla- 
tion— the  usual  practice,  he  was  aware,  in  repeal- 
ing ezittiog  laws — was  to  move  a  resolution  of  in- 
»traction,  addressed  to  a  committee,  and  directing 
an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  or 
to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal  Ihe  mea- 
sure which  it  was  wished  to  got  rid  of.  Bat  there 
were  oeci|sioo8  when  that  ordinary  form,  he  pre- 
sumed, mii;ht,  and  onght  to  be  dispensed  with.  If 
they  looked  for  examples  to  the  only  period  which 
bears  any  analogy  to  that  which  exists  at  this  mo- 
ment—be  meant  the  period  of  1800,  when  Jeffer- 
son came  into  powet,  bat  nnder  circums'am-es  far 
differen',  and  in  a  contest  more  equal  and  of  doubt- 
ful issue  than  that  which  has  brought  the  present 
men  into  power — if  they  looked  back  to  that  pc- 
liod,  and  saw  ibe  alien  law,  not  limited  and  tem- 
poral, but  of  permanent  duration — could  they  not 
suppose  that  it  wonld  have  been  idle  and  ridiculous 
to  move  a  resolution  of  inquirr  as  to  the  expe- 
diency of  repealing  Ihat  moit  odious  measurel  But 
respecting  this  Sub-Treasury,  about  which  they  had 
had  aboat  three  years  and  three  months'  argument 
a  peiiod  longer  than  the  last  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  half  as  great  as  the  war  of  the  Revohi- 
liun— under  theje  circumstances,  discnssion  of  the 
mea^ote  wonld  seem  to  bt  unnecessary  and  mis- 
placed; it  was  sufficient  for  him  (o  say  that  the  na- 
<ion  wills  the  repeal  of  the  measure— the  nation  de- 
crees the  repeal  of  the  measure — the  naiisn  com- 
mands the  repeal  of  the  measure — and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  nineteen  States  were  sent  there  in- 
struc'ed  to  repeal  it.  They  might  dUpute  about 
what  was  or  was  not  involved  in  the  isjue  of  the  Ute 
Ptesideniial  contrsl;  they  might  contend  iha  that 
contest  affirmed  this  or  that  principle  or  measure, 
and  they  might  dispute  abonl  it:  he  knew  it  was  the 
prac'ice  of  gentlemen  to  whom  it  was  his  mkfor- 
tnne  to  be  opposed  in  that  Senate,  after  elections,  to 
contend  that  this  election  sanctions  this  or  puts 
down  (hat  mea'ture,  and  that  election  demonstrates 
that  the  people  are  in  favor  of  this  and  oppofcd  to 
Ihat  measure,  whether  Sub-Treasury  or  a  United 
States  Bank,  and  (here  might  be  a  controversy 
abont  the  matter;  but  on  one  point  it  was  impossi- 
ble there  could  be  diversity  of  opinion,  either  here 
or  elsewhere;  and  (hat  is,  that  this  nation,  by  one  of 
the  most  tremendous  majorities  ever  given  in  oar 
nation's  annals,  whatever  else  it  may  have  decided, 
has  decided  against  this  Snb-Treasury  measare. 
And  when  the  nation  speaks— when,  the  nation 
wJls— wlKO  the  Bklion  eommands,  what  is  to  be 


done?  There  was  no  necessity  to  go  through 
the  form  of  referring  lo  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  doing  what  the  public  sentiment 
required.  What  Senator  would  stand  there  in  his 
place  and  say  he  opposed  himself  to  the  will  of  the 
oatioal 

'  He,  for  one,  had  hoped  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  message  which  he  had  eom- 
mnnicated  at  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
wiih  a  magnanimity  which  wonld  have  becoming, 
would  have  announced  Ihe  fact  of  Ibis  will  of  the 
nation,  and  recommended  a  conformity  to 
it.  L'A  him  not  be  misunderstood.  He  would 
not  ai-k  the  Pre«ident— no,  he  bad  too  much 
personal  respect  for  him;  he  had  too  much 
regard  for  human  nature,  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent 10  come  here  and  say  to  Congress,  "I  have 
been  wmog  all  this  time;  the  meainre  which  I  have 
urged  upon  you  for  adoption  is  one  that  was  found- 
ed in  enor."  No;  it  would  be  nnmanly;  he  (Mr. 
Cut)  could  not  expect  it  at  his  hands;  but  he  did 
expect  the  President  would  have  said  what  the  fact 
was;  that  he  would  have  admitted  that  the  nation 
had  decided  against  bis  favorite  measure;  and  that 
he  would  have  recommended  submission  to  the  will 
of  lUe  nation;  but  least  of  all  did  he  expect  a  re- 
commendation and  improvement;  and  that  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  should  concur  in  the  recom- 
mendation Of  amendment  and  improvement  of  a 
measure  against  which  the  nation  bad  decided, 
which  both  Ihe  Executive  and  the  Secretary  knew. 
Bat  if  they  disregard  the  will  of  the  nation  prior  to 
the  4ih  of  March  next,  they  knew  well  that  it 
wonld  not  endare  longer  than  a  Congress  could 
convene,  and  a  new  President  could  act  on  the 
measure. 

But  a  word  as  to  the  effect  of  i.  repeal  of  this 
measure.  What  is  the  effect  of  the  operation  of 
the  present  Sub-Treasnry  system?  It  was  said  to 
be  very  snecesafnl.  Tliis  was  announced  in  Ihe 
message,  and  repealed  in  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
t;iry  of  the  Treasury.  He  shoald,  however,  have 
been  pleased  if  those  documents  had  gone  into  de* 
tails  respecting  the  operation  of  this  measure, 
showing  how  it  bed  altered  the  business  and  the 
relations  of  (he  ooantry,  and  Ihe  receipts  and  dis- 
bur.-ements  of  the  revenue.  Bat  so  Gar,  it  was  said 
it  had  satisfied  all  (heir  expectations,  and  was  in 
.successful  opeiaiion*.  Now  he  (Mr.  Clat,)  thanked 
God  he  was  f^r  removed  from  any  one  of  Ihe  Re- 
ceivers General — nay  he  wished  he  was  farther  re- 
moved; bnt  he  shoald  be  glad  to  know  where  bad 
been  its  successful  operation.  Perhaps  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  [i\ir.  Hdbbabo]  might  com- 
mnnieate  the  information.  He  should  be  glad  to 
learn  how  it  had  sacces-fuUy  operated,  from  that 
iltus'rions  Senator  who  had  abl^  and  eloquently  de- 
fended Ihe.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  all 
cccasioos;  and  he  must  say  that  it  was  a 
most  ungrateful  reium  for  those  services 
to  treat  him  as  be  had  been  treated  at  a  recent 
election  for  Onited  States  Senator  for  the  Stale  of 
New  Hampshire.  He  should  be  glad,  however, 
to  Irarn  from  him  [Mr.  Hobiuho]  and  from  the 
geutleman  who  was  at  the  head  ef  the  Committee 
un  Finance,  in  detail,  what  had  been  the  opera- 
tion of  this  Sub-Treasnry  system— how  it  was 
acting — how  it  was  working— how  it  was  varying 
the  financial  and  commercial  and  mannfacturiBg 
affiirsof  the  country.  He  wonld  tell  them  what 
he  understood  it  to  be,  though  he  was  separated 
from  many  of  these  Receivers  General.  He  un- 
derstood (hat  there  was  not  the  slightest  difference 
pievailins  now,  from  what,  before  the  4ih  of  July 
last,  was  the  system  in  operation.  He  understood 
that  now,  as  then,  (he  notes  of  all  the  specie  pay- 
ing banks  were  received  by  the  eoUecior  and  trans- 
ferred to  the  Receivers  Gleneral.  He  understood 
the  process  was  this:  A  merchant  of  New  York 
has  a  large  sum  to  pay— say  $100;  well,  be 
givM  a  cheek  to  a  speoie  paying  bank — he 
pays  no  money,  bat  the  check  is  endorsed 
specie— and  be  gives  another  check  with  no 
endorsement  whatever;  both  are  carried  lo  the  bank, 
and  are  carried  to  the  credit — uue,  not  of  the  Go- 
vernment—but of  the  Receiver  General  in  his  pri- 
vate account,  as  a  private  transaction.  Well,  they 
all  knew,  whatever  might  be  endorsed  on  the  check 
fer  |1 00  or  $300,  that  they  were  both  eash  paper, 
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converiible  into  spede,  and  this  was  the  nsage  prior 
to  the  4ih  of  Jaly  last;  and  the  paper  of  no  bank 
which  did  not  pay  speeie  was  received  by  the  col- 
lector  of  the  pnblic  reFcnne,  bat  the  piper  of  baoks 
paying  specie  was.  It  is  now  received,  and  it  was 
so  received  before  the  4ih  of  Jaly,  taking  New 
Yotk  as  an  example  for  iltnsiration.  The  reve- 
one,  when  collected  by  the  collector,  wss  paid  into 
the  bank  to  the  acooant  of  Jesse  Hoyt— to  his  pri- 
vate account,  over  which  the  Qovemmpnt  had  no 
etmtrol — and  now  he  passed  it  over  to  Pibl  or 
Saal  Allen,  who  had  also  an  accooni  with  the 
bank,  over  which  the  Government  hid  no  control 
•r  direciion.  Well,  then,  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
United  States,  tmoaating  to  nineteen  millions,  ac- 
aording  to  the  estimates  of  the  current  and 
the  next  year,  but  thirteen  millions  as  ac- 
taally  received  daring  the  present  year — 
the  whole  revenae  of  the  United  States,  at  some 
time  or  other,  passed  tbroagh  the  hands  and  was 
kept  in  the  custody  of  private  individuals  who  &tood 
credited  for  the  amonnt  on  the  books  of  som»bank 
or  banks  to  which  tbey  had  resort.  Well  then,  if 
he  were  not  mistaken,  it  was  very  clear  the  opera* 
tion  of  the  system  so  far,  had  been  exceedingly 
limited,  and  in  the  event  of  a  repeal,  which  was 
proposed  in  that  resolution,  the  result  would  be  that 
the  admiaistratlon  of  the  Treasury  Department 
will  revert  back  to  the  state  of  things  prior  to  the 
4th  of  July,  or  rather  it  will  continue  ibe  si  ihe  state 
of  things  which  yet  existed,  without  interfering  with 
the  financial  affairs  of  the  Government.  He  hoped 
for  another  reiult,  should  he  succeed  in  obtaining 
a  concdrrence  with  his  resolution — he  hoped 
that  an  account  would  be  opened,  as  in  oldsn 
times,  as  in  safe  times,  and  in  limes  of  regular  ad- 
ministration of  the  GoTemment,  with  the  Treasu- 
rer of  the  United  States.  But  he  contended  that, 
whatever  inconvenieaees  could  result  from  a  repesl 
of  the  meaaore,  that  was  no  consideration  for 
them.  Their  duty  was  marked  out  by  the  public 
opinion,  aad,  for  one,  he  was  disposed  to  obey  its  in- 
stmetioii  which,  to  nineteen  States  of  this  Union, 
had  been  given. 

He  woald  not  enter  farther  into  a  discussion  of 
the  subject;  he  would  content  himself  with  those 
observatitmf,  and  he  was  not  disposed  to  nrge 
othan-  to  a  general  expression  of  opinion;  bat  if 
they  could  doubt — if  ihey  wanted  further  time  to 
consider  whether  they  were  acting  here  as  trustees 
of  a  great  eommiuity,  or  were  giving  a  mere  ex- 
pression of  their  own  opinions — if,  indeed,  they 
wanted  time  for  any  purpose,  he  should  be  the  last 
to  deny  a  request  so  reatonable  as  that. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  be  came  from  one  of  the 
nineieen  States  alladed  to  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  and  he  was  happy  to  say  tu  that  Sena- 
tor that  he  rejoiced  to  find  it  was  the  disposition  of 
the  party  about  to  come  into  power  to  make  pre- 
daely  the  issae  tendered  by  this  resolution.  Be 
thanked  that  Senator,  therefore — as  he  woold  have 
■  4one  yesterday  when  the  resolution  was  presented, 
had  it  been  proper— ^br  presenting  that  proposition 
to  them.  He  coald  say  to  that  Senator,  that  for 
one — and  perhaps  he  coald  say  it  with  more  pro- 
priety than  uy  other  member  of  that  body— he  did 
not  deaire  ftahher  to  disease  that  measure 
cither  before  the  Senate  or  the  country;  he 
eonld  only  aay,  that  when  the  Senate  was 
called  upon  to  act  apon  the  proposition,  he 
was  deairons  that  it  should  be  with  an  understand- 
ing of  what  it  is,  ami  that  the  Senate  might  be  as 
faUaamay  be,  consistent  with  the  attendaneel  of 
members  in  the  city.  Tonlayhedid  not  desire  to 
act  npon  it,  for  one  Senator  now  in  town,  was  sick 
and  not  able  to  be  in  his  place;  and  aaother  left 
town  after  the  last  adjournment  of  the  Senate  prior 
to  yesterday,  with  the  coYifident  expeciation  of  re- 
tamlng  last  evenfaig,  who  had  not  yet  resumed  bis 
seat;  bat  if  then  was  srdisposition  In  the  Senate  to 
actnpon  the  resolution,  and  make  an  expression 
which  woald  not  mislead  die  public  mind,  he  should 
desire  that  expression  to  be  made  now,  and  upon 
thisresolation.  It  woald  hsa  work  of  supererogation, 
in  a  short  session  like  this,  to  pass  the  resolation, 
and  Instruct  a  eonmittee  to  report  a  bill  for  the 
pn^oeed  repeal,  without  any  expectation  that  the 
bill  woaU  meat  the  approbation  of  the  Senate 
Beqfe  lie  Wished  thw  all  the  members  in  attend- 


ance might  be  present  when  the  vole  should  be 
taken.  But  he  could  not  excuse  himself  if  he  al- 
lowed the  opportunity  to  psss  without  some  slight 
reference  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  by  whom 
the  resolution  bad  bren  introduced.  That  Senator 
bad  become  deeply  impressed  with  the  result  of  the 
late  election;  and  on  the  point  whether  it  was  or 
was  not  a  foil  and  free  and  fair  expressiop  nf  tbe 
popular  will,  he  (Mr.  Wbiqht)  did  not  stand  there 
to  expresi  an  opinion.  He  would  merely  call  to 
the  honorable  Senator's  mind  that  they  nad  just 
passed  through  the  first  election  \inder  this  Govern- 
ment, when  principles  on  the  part  of  the  domi- 
nant party  were  not  declared,  when  measares 
were  not  avowed,  and  when  men  stood  be'ore  the 
country,  not  to  proclaim  to  the  people  their  prin- 
ciples and  meuures,  bat  to  apologize  for  saying 
nrtbingin  reference  to  thdr  measures  or  the  policy 
which  they  proposed  to  adopt.  That  being  the 
case,  tbe  Senate  would  pardon  him  for  calling  ibeir 
attention  to  the  fact,  that  be,  and  other  Senators 
who  had  sat  thore  with  him  from  1832  and  1833 
to  the  present  time,  had  xeen  election  afierelectio'n, 
when  it  was  the  fashion  of  candidates  and  of  par- 
lies to  avov  their  principles,  and  bad  beard  the  ho- 
norable Senetor,  with  an  ingenul<7  which  cannot 
be  surpassed,  parry  the  issue  his  (Mr.  WaioHT's) 
friends  had  made,  nnd  contend,  almost  with  suc- 
cess, that  nothing  was  prejudged  by  the  popular 
voice  in  those  popular  eieciims.  Take  the 
very  mraiare  which  it  was  now  proposed  to  repeal, 
and  what  was  the  judgment  of  the  people,  and 
what  was  the  public  expres-ion  at  the  Cungresti  -nal 
elections  of  1838  and  18391  Then,  if  ever,  a 
distinct  issue  or  proposi'ion  was  presented  to  the 
people  of  this  country.  That  was  the  issue  that 
was  pending  during  the  war  of  more  than  three 
years'  duration,  of  which  the  honorable  Senator 
had  spoken — that  was  the  only  point  in  controversy; 
aad  what  was  the  resniti  There  was  a  popular 
branch  of  the  liatinnal  Legislature  unfavorable  to 
this  measure  in  1837  and  1838,  and  was  returned 
in  its  place  in  1838  and  1839,  favorable  to  it;  and 
it  was  adopted  in  pursuance  of  a  pronunciation  of 
the  wilt  of  the  people  of  this  coantry,  pending  the 
controversy  as  to  the  measure  itself.  That  po- 
pular mind  may  have  changed — it  may  be 
different  now;  but  it  it  be,  and  if  the  pronuncia- 
tion of  tbe  popular  opmion  has  been  against 
the  Independent  Treasury,  of  what  measure,  as  a 
fubstiiute,  has  it  been  m  favorl  Has  the  pronun- 
ciation of  the  late  election  declared  the  popular 
voice  of  tbe  country  to  bcjn  favor  of  a  National 
Bank}  Will  the  S?naior  contend  that  it  was  so, 
and  will  his  party  assume  ii7  Or  has  it  declared 
in  favor  of  the  policy  of  another  political  party,  and 
a  return  to  the  system  of  State  bank  depositesi 
Would  the  honorable  Senator  admit  that?  He 
(Mr.  Wright)  did  not  say  the. honorable  Senator 
would  admit  either  or  both;  but  he  had  a  right  to 
ask  the  question. 

Bntthe  Senator  says  the  result  of  tbe  late  elec- 
tion has  been  a  triumphant  pronunciation  against 
this  measure.  How  is  it  ascertainedl  By  what 
declaration  of  policy  or  principle  on  the  psrt  of  that 
party  which  has  become  predominant?  Why, 
he  should  suppose — and  he  made  the  re- 
mark without  intending  disrespect  any  where 
— if  the  result  of  the  late  election  iwnld  be  claimed 
as  proving  any  thing,  it  was  to  prove  that  they 
were  to  take  down  the  splendid  edifice  in  which 
he  then  stood,  and  eract  a  log  cabin  in  its  place — 
that  instead  of  tbe  rich  draperies  and  valuable 
pictures  before  them,  they  were  to  ban;  aronnd 
their  chamber  coon  skins,  cat  skins,  and  othtr 
trophies  of  the  chase.  But  the  Senator  does  not 
claim  such  to  be  our  dutiev,  temlting  from  the 
late  expression  of  the  popular  will.  No,  such  is 
not,  and  has  not  been,  the  re&ult  of  the  pronon- 
ciation  of  the  will  of  the  freemen  of  this  coantry; 
and  yet,  could  they  not  prove  such  conclusions 
with  double  force  and  double  testimony  over  that 
which  tbe  honorable  Senator  seeks  now  to  esia- 
blidi — the  condemnation  of  the  Sub-Treasury 
measnret  Apd  yet  tbey  were  called  upon  to 
be  silent,  to  submit,  and  to  obey  this  foregone 
decree.  Against  the  popular  pronimciation 
made  at  the  late  elections,  he  shoold  not  inteadon- 
ally  after  one  word->-tbe  decision  of  the  people  he  i 


should  respect;  for  they  were  jet,  thank  God,  the 
highest  tnbunal  known  to  otir  coantry  and  her  in- 
stitutions. When  the  powers  which  that  election 
has  brought  into  existence  shall  constitutionally  • 
take  their  places,  he  should  be  one  of  those  who, 
whether  as  a  private  citizen  or  in  the  high  position 
in  which  be  tb«n  stood,  would  be  found  ready  to 
reitder  a  constitutional  submiiisioii;  but  he  was  not 
ready  to  admit  that,  in  rendering  its  verdict,  the 
popular  voice  had  pronounced  its  decision  a^inst 
this  measure;  or  if  it  had,  that  it  bad  decided  in  fa- 
vor of  any  other  meaiure  in  its  place.  What,  then, 
was  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  in  favor  of 
this  precipitate  repeal7  Was  it  that  the  measure 
watdoJDg  mischief  to  the  cjuntry,  and  was  work- 
ing evil  to  the  people?  He  (Mr.  Wbiobt) 
did  not  understand  him  to  say  to.  It  was 
that  it  was  not  earned  out  in  its  terms  and 
spirit — that  the  law  wa«  not  observed,  but  that  it 
was  violated  by  the  officers  appointed  nnder  it. 
Well,  tbe  honorable  Senator  might  be  right,  for 
he  (Mr.  Wbiqht)  bad  not  that  acquaintance  with 
banking  institutions  which  would  tnable  him  to 
pronounce  on  the  fact.  If  that  were  so,  however, 
did  it  follow  that  the  law  must  be  repealed,  be- 
cause the  law  was  not  observed?  Aad  should  they 
expect  from  the  honorable  Senator  that  mode  of 
getting  rid  ol^  a  salatary  law  which  was  not  exe- 
cuted? Should  not,  raiher,  an  inquiry  be  insti- 
tuted to  ascertain  whether  the  officers  did  discharge 
their  duty?  He  knew  not  what  the  fact  might 
be  any  wherr,  but  he  confessed  it  woald  have 
pleased  him  better  if  the  honorable  gentleutan  had 
consented  to  take  Philadelobia.  instead  of  New 
York,  as  an  example;  and  he  knew  the  New  York 
banks  were  specie  paying  bank;:;  and  he  knew  it 
was  tbe  constructive  doty  of  the  Receiver  General 
to  receive  three-fourths  of  the  revenue  there  in  the 
notes  of  specie  paying  banks;  but  does  the  Phila- 
delphia Receiver  General  take  checks  upon  non- 
specie  paving  banks?  And  if  tbe  Receiver  General 
of  New  York,  instead  of  compiling  the  merchants 
to  bring  specie  to  his  vaults,  takes  a  certified  check 
that  is  payable  in  specie,  and  presents  it  for  pay- 
ment himself,  is  tbe  law  violated,  or  is  tbe  eonuna- 
nity  injured?  What,  then,  '  is  the  argument? 
Why,  that  there  had  been  but  liuie  sala- 
tary iafluence  from  the  practical  operation 
of  this  law,  and  therefore  it  was  better  to 
repeal  it.  .  Repeal  it  for  what?  To  take  tbe  reve- 
nues out  of  the  reach  of  Congress,  and  place  them 
again  where  they  had  virtually  been  since  the  sos- 
pension  oi  the  iMnks  in  1837,  antil  the  passage  oL 
the  law — in  the  hands  of  ihe  Executive?  Will  it  be 
better  to  put  them  exclusively  io  Executive  hands, 
or  to  keep  them  within  the  power  and  provisions 
of  a  law,  even  if  it  does  not  suit  ihe  Senator,  until 
a  better  system  can  be  devised?  What  is  the  course 
of  wisdom,  and  what  has  been  the  popular  voice 
in  the  matter?  But  he  was  going  farther  than  be 
bad  intended,  and  therefore  he  should  suspend  Au- 
ther  remark.  He  did  not  desire  to  foreclose  the 
deba'e  by  a  motion  to  postpone  now,  but  when 
the  Senate  came  to  act  upon  this  resolution,  he  de- 
sired that  the  decision  should  be  the  sense  of  the 
Senate,  and  of  as  full  a  Senate  as  the  attendance  of 
members  of  the  Senate  in  Ihe  city  would  permit. 
For  the  present  he  would  only  ask  that  the  vote  be 
taken  by  ayes  and  noes. 

Mr.  CLAY  was  not  particularly  desirous  to 
press  this  measure  until  Senators  were  on  the  floor, 
and  he  should  have  great  pleasure  to  concur  in  any 
reasonable  suggejtion  of  the  Senator  from  New 
York.  But  wliile  be  was  np,  be  would  a>k  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  who  charged  upon  the  - 
party  which  had  obtained  the  predominance,  that 
they  had  no  known  principles,  whether  that  gen^ 
tieman  desired  to  know  his  (Mr.  Cutr's)  prinei- 
pies,  or  tbe  principles  of  the  friends  with  whom  he 
was  associated?  Did  he  desire  to  know  their  opi- 
nions with  respect  to  ibis  Sab-Treasury  measure? 
Why,  had  they  not  been  battling,  with  the  whole 
country  coming  to  their  aid,  agai^t  this  identical 
measure?  Had  the  Ssnaior  any  difficulty  in  guess- 
ing that  Ihe  party  coming  into  power,  when  it 
assumed  the  reins  of  government,  would  put  aside 
this  measure?  The  Senator  told  them  that  at  one 
time  an  apparent  popular  expression  in  favor  of  the 
measure,  in  1938  and  ]  839— that  8  popular  majori- 
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tj  unetioBed  the  measure — aod  thai  it  wa«  finally 
earned  in  the  popular  branch  of  Congress.  He 
hopol  the  hon«rabIe  Senator  iroald  leliere  him 
from  the  necessity  of  looking  into  the  New  Jersey 
aihir.  He  need  not  enter  into  the  consideration  of 
the  composition  ef  the  majority  in  the  other  House 
when  the  Sa^Trrasury  was  passed;  bat  who 
amongst  them,  who  had  attended  to  th-:  progress  of 
emts  doriag  the  election  of  1840,  could  doubt  that 
die  public  opinion  was  against  ii7  The  honorable 
Senator  had  called  upon  them  to  declare  what 
would  be  their  measures  after  this  Sab-Treasnry 
was  destroyed!  Whether  it  would  be  a  Bank  of 
the  United  Stales,  or  whether  it  would  be  a  system 
in  connection  with  the  local  banks?  Why,  suffi- 
cient for  the  day  is  ihe  evil  thereof;  thry  had  now 
nothing  but  the  Sub-Treasury  to  handle,  and  that 
was snffleient  for  them.  Let  them  removre  that  ont 
of  the  way,  and  th«a  those  coming  into  power 
'  would  bring  forward  thr ir  measures,  and  th:n  it 
woitM  be  time  for  the  di&tingaished  Senator  from 
New  York  to  be  beard. 

The  Senator  from  New  York  said,  the  party 
coming  in  were  coming  without  principles,  and 
they  would  be  at  liberty  to  adopt  any  measure 
tiiey  pleasrd.  Bat  did  not  (be  gentleman  know 
that  the  party  coming  in  were  opposed  to  the  Sub- 
Treasury?  .  Did  he  not  know  that  they  were  in  fa- 
vor of  a  sound  and  safe  regulation  of  the  currency, 
as  far  as  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  the  Con- 
sritntion  of  the  United  Slates?  Did  he  not  know 
that  they  were  for  economy,  and  against  the  ex'ra- 
Taganw  of  the  downrallen  Administiationi  Did 
he  not  know  they  were  for  retrenchment,  and  that 
they  were  opposed  lo  the  extent  and  alarming 
magnitude,  and  fearful  usurpation  and  abuse  of 
Ezeeative  powei?  And  therefore,  the  gentleman 
could  not  reprove  them  for  a  want  of  principle. 
After  some  other  remarks,  he  said  he  found  he  was 
precipitated  into  the  discussion  beyond  what  he  had 
iateBded;  but  in  reference  to  the  observations  of  the 
Senator  from  New  York,  he  said  he  saw  no  neces- 
nly  for  much  dslay. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  bad  supposed  that  the 
party  about  toe \me  into  power  would  have  been 
content  with  their  decisive  victory,  and  that  the 
bnsiiiess  of  the  session  would  bo  allowed  to  go  on 
quictfly,  without  calling  up  any  of  the  exciting 
topics  that  entered  into  the  late  eanvass,  or  antici- 
pating  the  measures  belonging  properly  to  the  com- 
ing administration.  Tlie  country  has  just  pasted 
thiotigh  one  of  the  mo-.t  agitating  canvasses  it  »ver 
has,  and  it  is  time  it  should  have  lepou;  and  be, 
for  one,  bad  determined,  if  it  should  not,  it  would 
not  be  his  fault.  Without  adverting  to  the  past, 
he  bad  made  up  hii  mind  to  wait  and  form  no  opi- 
nion till  Gkneral  Hatrison  had  assnmi:d  bis  high 
and  responsible  office,  and  developed  the  principles 
and  policy  on  which  he  intended  to  administer  the 
Qovemmeni,  in  an  official  and  responsible  form. 
If  he  sheaL',  in  good  iaith,  by  practice  it  well  as 
professioa,  adopt  the  course  which  the  Senator 
from.  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clit]  has  assured  us  he 
wenid;  if  hi«  administration  shall  be  one  of  re- 
trenchment and  economy,  deep  and  thorough,  for 
they  are  both  much  needed;  if  it  shall  be  op- 
poMd  to  a  national  debt,  funded  or  nnfuoded; 
if  against  the  improper  ezieosion  of  Executive 
power,  and  shiU  be  opposed  to  the  use  of  its  pa- 
tronage as  the  means  of  rewarding  mere  partisan 
service;  and  if,  finally,  as  intimated  in  the  canvass 
by  the  distinguished  Souator  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  WiBSTEB,]  it  should  be  ccndufcled  on  the  good 
old  but  much  derided  doctrines  of  Jeiferson,  it 
should  not  only  have  his  approbation,  but  his  cor- 
dial and  cbrerfulsopprrt,  uotwithsiandiiig  his  ob- 
ieeiioas  to  ttae  meaus  by  which  his  election  was  se- 
cured. Bat  he  would  rather  have  these  declara- 
tions officially  from  Gsncral  Hatrison  himself,  (ban 
from  the  honorable  Senator,  however  hish  his  au- 
thority might  be  conridered.  I  (raid  Mr.  C.)  ne- 
ver have  played,  and  never  intend  to  play,  the  game 
of  in  and  ont  in  polities.  It  is  unsnited  to  the  na- 
nue  of  oar  Oovernm-nt,  and  nnbccomiog  those  in- 
vested with  the  hiab  and  sacred  trust  of  ad- 
ministeriog  it  Hii  course  was  immovably 
made  np.  Ha  wonld  give  the  coming  Adm- 
■ktration  bis  tupport  in  all  measures  which  his 
ja^gment  approved,  and  opposition  to  all  which  it 


di8appto«<'i.  •>»d,  if  he  was  found  in  systematic 
opposition,  tt  wotUd  be  because  of  systematic  de- 
parture from  (he  principles  and  politsy  which  he  be- 
lieved to  be  essential  to  th«  prosperi(y  and  Lbetty  of 
(he  Union. 

With  these  views,  he  could  not,  with  the  Senator 
from  New  York,  regard  with  pleasure  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  resolution.  On  the  contrary,  he  regard- 
ed it  with  regret,  because  it  was  calculated  to  keep 
up  the  excitement  of  the  laie  canvass,  and  prevent 
the  repose  which  naturally  follows  the  de^p  agita- 
tion through  which  the  country  has  just  parsed, 
and  which  is  necessary  to  that  calm  review,  with- 
out which  it  is  impossible  to  cetrect  past  errors, 
and  turn  them  to  profitable  account  in  future.  JLet 
the  people  have  an  interval  of  eight  or  nine 
months,  from  the  end  of  this  session  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next,  to  think  over  calmly  and 
deliberately  the  past,  and  the  course  that  ought  to  be 
taken  hereafter,  and  much  profit  will  result  to  the 
country.  Viewed  in  this  light,  he  not  only  re- 
gretted the  introduction  of  the  resolution, 
but  the  ground  on  which  the  Senator  puts  the 
repeal  of  the  measure  contemplated.  He 
assumes  the  ground  that  the  people  had  de- 
cided against  the  Sab-Treasnry  in  the  late  electi  n. 
He  (Mr.  Calhoun)  doubted  the  fact  The 
eleetioa  decided  nothing  but  that  Gkneial 
Harrison  should  be  elected  President  for  the  next 
term;  and  he  entered  his  solemn  proteit  against  the 
attempt  to  make  any  other  inference  the  basis  of 
our  efficial  action;  and  in  doing  so,  he  but  took 
tbegrotnd  taken  by  the  Senator  and  those  with 
whom  he  acted,  when  it  was  attempted  to  conitrue 
in  a  similar  manner  a  former  eleetioa  to  have 
decided  against  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  and  in  favor  of  certain  mea- 
sures to  which  he  was  opposrd.  He  (Mr.  Cal- 
noDN)  regarded  e^ery  attempt  at  such  in- 
ferenoe  to  be  dangeroas  and  ur.consiitutional. 
No  one  had  a  higher  regard  for  the  voice  of  the 
people  than  he  had;  but  he  could  only  recognise  it 
in  h's  official  acts,  when  pronoaaced  through  its 
proper  organ,  an  1  on  the  subject,  and  to  the  ex- 
tent only,  which  the  Cionsiituiion  made  it  binding. 
Thus  thinking,  he  bowed  in  obedience  to  their 
voice,  uttered  in  the  late  election,  that  General 
Harrison  should  be  (he  next  President,  but  to  that 
extent  only  could  be  here,  in  bis  plact  as  Senator, 
recognise  it. 

It  is  not  only  against  the  grains  of  our  .'ystem 
to  extend  it  faitber,  but  idle  lo  attempt  to  extend  it 
10  Ihe  measure  the  Senator  has.  W  bo  i^  there  that 
does  not  know  that  in  the  Ute  canvast  the  great 
i^sue — who  should  be  President— depended  on  a 
thousand  others,  direct  and  indirect,  of  whiih  the. 
Sub-Treasury  was  bpt  one?  Who  does  not  remem- 
ber that  the  imputed  extiavagance  of  the  Adminis- 
tratioi,  the  report  of  one  of  the  Secretaries  on  the 
militia  question,  Houe's  cfie,  and  innumerable 
other  objections,  were  made  lo  the  present  incum- 
bent, as  well  as  countless  numbers  urged  in  favor 
of  bis  opponents,  in  addition  to  his  objection  to  the 
Sub-Treasurj?  They  must  all  have  been  supposed 
to  influence  the  result,  or  surely  they  would  not 
have  been  so  zealously  and  incessantly  urged'  by 
tho2e  who  advocated  the  claims  of  the  snccessfid 
candidate.  How,  then,  can  gentlemen  now  turn 
round,  and  tell  us  that  there  was  but  a  single  ques- 
tion at  issue,  and  that  qoeslibn  the  Sub-Treasury? 

But  he,  Mr.  C.  desired  to  speak  with  perfect 
candor.  Though  be  by  no  means  coisideted  it 
certain,  yet  there  was  reason  to  fear  ibat  a  majority, 
of  the  communiiy  was  opposed  to  that  highly  im- 
psrtant  measure.  If  such  should  turn  out  to  be 
the  fact,  he  would  regret  it  profoundly;  but  are  gen- 
tlemen certain  that  there  is  a  majority  in  favor  of 
any  alternative  measure  ibat  can  be  presented, 
and  that  there  is  not  a  majoriiy  in  its  favor, 
against  any  such  alternative?  That  is  ibe  point. 
Let  me  teU  geQtlem:ji,  when  they  come  to  the  real 
question — not  only  whether  the  Sub  Treasury  shall 
be  repeahd,  but  what  shall  be  subsiituted,  they 
will  not  find  so  easy  a  victory  as  they  expect  That 
is  the  question  which  you  must  meet,  and  it  will  be. 
in  vain  lo  attempt  to  elude  it  As  lo  one  of  the 
only  two  possible  alternatives— be  referred  to  the 
repvdiaied  and  condemned'pet  bank  system — which 
the  gentleman  bail  so  justly  denounced  so  £ar  back 


as  1S34,  on  the  question  of  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites,  as  the  most  fallacious,  rickety,  and  corrupt 
system  which  could  be  adopted,  which  they  prophe- 
sied, and  truly  prophesied,  wonld  explode  and  blow 
np  its  authors,  be  took  it  for  granted  that  there  was 
no  danger  of  that  being  imposed  on  the  country  by 
the  coming  adininisu«tioiu  He  trusted  that  would 
not  be  the  result  of  all  the  late  agitation,  and  the 
decided  victory  they  had  achieved. 

As  to  the  other  alternative— a  National  Bank — 
he  wonld  not  go  into  that  now.  It  will  be  time 
enough,  after  Qeneral  Harrison  comes  in,  and  re- 
commends it  to  our  adaption,  if,  with  his  constitn- 
tlonal  objections,  he  ever  should.  But  come  when 
that  time  might,  if  it  ever  should,  he  should  stand 
up  and  resist  it  every  faculty,  and  all  the 
energy  with  .which  nature  had  bestowed  on 
bim;  for,  as  he  lived,  he  believed  the  day  on  which 
a  National  Baiik  shall  be  established,  with  a  ea> 
pital  of  fifty  or  a  hundred  millions,  and  twenty 
years'  duration,  and  with  power  and  privileges 
sufficient  to  control  the  currency  and  business  of 
Ihe  country,  would  be  the  end  of  onr  liberty,  and 
would  as  slfeetiiaUy  create  a  sovereign  power,  as 
if  Qeneral  Harrison  were  elected  President  for 
life,  with  Ihe  right  of  succession  in  his  descend- 
ants, and  even  more  so. 

To  either  of  iheee,  the  much  abused  Sub-Trea- 
sury will  be  found  to  be  the  only  alttmative.  Con- 
demned and  vilified  as  it  was,  the  country,  if  it 
desired  lo  presaive  its  free  institutions,  must 
come  to  ii;  nor  was  it  less  for  the  advantage  of  the 
banks  themselves,  than  the  country,  that  it  dionld. 
Yes,  for  the  banks;  be  knew  what  he  said;  he 
weigheil  every  word.  He  regarded  those  the 
greatest  enemies,  in  reality,  to  the  banks,  however 
kind  tbcir  intention,  nho  would  force  them  again 
into  a  onion  with  the  Qovernment,  against  the 
deep  conviction  of  the  injustice,  impolicy  and 
unconstitutionality  of  such  union,  of  a  powerful 
and  determined  parly,  not  mnch  inferior 
in  numbers  than  their  opponents,  if  tested  even  by 
the  late  election;  for,  however  strong  the  vote  of 
the  electoral  college,  the  popular  vote  in  favor  of 
Gleneral  Harrison  did  not  mnch  exceed  one  htm- 
dred  thousand  out  of  upwards  of  two  millions  of 
votes.  If,  against  the  fixed  opinion  of  this  powerfhl 
and  resolute  party,  the  coming  Administration 
should  force  a  reunion  between  ^nk  and  Uovem- 
ment,  they  would,  at  the  same  tine,  force  them 
into  the  poliiical  arena  of  party  conflict,  which 
could  not  fall  to  overthrow  the  whole  system  in  ils 
convulsive  movements.  He  warned  the  banks,  and 
those  interested  in  them,  against  the  fatal  tendency 
of  their  indiscreet  friends,  who  would,  tinder  sneh 
circumstances,  force  the  reunion.  He  was  no 
entmy  to  the  existing  banks,  while  be  had  no  con- 
fidence in  the  system  as  it  existed  in  this  country 
and  0roat  Britain.  He  believed  that  banks  ef  isstte 
and  circulation  were  founded  on  a  mistake,  and 
must  run  down,  by  their  own  inherent  defects, 
against  every  efibrt  to  stay  tbeir  descent,  and  bad 
long  thought  so;  but  he  made  no  war  on  them,  and 
never  had.  They  were  rimning  down  of  them- 
selves, according  to  his  impression,  too  fast 
for  the  good  of  the  country,  and  his 
policy  '  was  to  retard,  and  not  accelerate 
tbeir  descent  He  actfd  on  the  same  principle 
in  1834,  when  the  deposites  were  removed; 
and  in  obedience  to  it,  nrged  a  coarse,  which,  if  it 
had  been  adopted,  would  have  saved  the  country 
and  banks  from  the  disasters  wbicb  have  since  fol- 
lowed. On  the  same  principle  he  acted  at  the  ex- 
tra session  in  1837,  and  had  ever  since^  in  advo- 
cating the  separation  of  the  Government  from  the 
banks,  as  the  only  means  of  extricating  them  from 
polities,  and  leaving  them  qaietly  to  be  reformed  or 
run  out,  under  the  action  of  an  enlightened  and 
calm  public  opinion.  He  was,  and  ever  bad  been, 
averse  to  allsudden  andforeedmeasuresin reference 
to  the  currency,  even  as  applied  to  onr  System,  as 
bad  as  he  believed  it  lo  be. 

In  addition  to  the  supposed  condemnation  of  Ihe 
Sab-Treasury  b;  the  people  at  the  late  election, 
the  Senator  urged  another  reason  for  its  repeal, 
that  it  would  make  no  practical  diange.  He 
says  that  the  practice  luder  the  existing  law  ia, 
in  reality,  the  same  as  it  was  before  its  pas- 
sage, and  would  be  after  the  repeal.    Ifso,  wby. 


^^ 
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then,  this  basi«  to  repeal  irt  Why  •fiitts 
the  eonntry,  so  anxioosly  leeking  repose,  on 
a  sobject  acknowledged  by  bim  lo  be  wbolly 
immateriaR  Why  not  allow  tbe  measure  to  goon 
quietly  nnfil  be  and  bis  party  come  into  power,  and 
then  they  eoald  act  deliberately  on  the  sobjeet,  and 
not  only  repeal  a  measnre  they  consider  so  obnox- 
ious, but  also  present  their  snbttitate,  so  as  to  af- 
ford tbe  commoniiy  a  fair  opportanity  of  deciding 
between  themi  Bat  be  the  practice  under  it  what 
it  may,  the  difference  between  the  two  stales  of 
things,  that  which  now  exists  and  tbat  which  wonld 
if  tbe  meastue  proposed  by  this  resolaiion  shcala 
be  adopted,  is  tar,  very  far,  from  being  so  immate- 
rial as  the  Senator  seems  to  suppose.  The  Sab- 
Treasury,  as  established  by  law,  be  it  wise  or  not, 
8,  at  all  events,  legal  and  conttiiaiional.  No  one 
can  deny  that;  bat  shoold  tbe  Senator's  resolntion 
succeed,  and  the  act  be  repealed,  be  woald  resiore 
the  state  of  things  which  be,  and  iho; e  with  whem 
he  ha«  acted,  have  con'ended,  for  these  three  years, 
to  be  illegal  and  uncon8titQUottal,and  which  placed 
the  control  over  the  poblic  money  wholly  noderihe 
discretion  of  the  Ezecative !    Is  that  noihioet 

As  to  the  practice,  if  it  be  each  as  tbe  Senator 
supposes,  he  (Mr.  Calhodn)  held  it  directly  contra- 
ry to  law,  and  that  the  officer  who  had  dared  to 
practise  It,  deserved  pnnlshment  and  expulsion 
from  office.  If  the  Senator  desired  to  pur&ne  the 
sabjtct,  and  wonld  move  i^  resolution  to  ascertain 
the  facts,  it  should  have  his  support.  He  woald  be 
the  last  to  protect  any  officer,  high  or  low,  in  the 
Tiolation  of  law. 

He  had  said  more  than  he  intended  when  be  ro;e, 
bat  wi>ald  not  take  bis  seat  withoat  aga  n  entreat- 
ing the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  not  to  Torce 
on  a  controversy  at  this  time.  Tbe  people  of  the 
Uniied  States  had  elected  Qeneral  Harrison, 
whether  by  proper  or  improper  means,  was  not  a 
qneslioB  for  bim.  He  acquiesced  in  the  decision, 
and  wished  to  see  the  excitement,  which  accompa- 
nied the  content,  subside.  He  was  prepared  to 
give  his  administration  a  fair  tri«l,  as  he  wottid 
any  other  constitutionally  elected  by  the  people. 
He  should  w\tch  it  with  a  vigilant  eye,  bnt  with 
no  disposition  to  oppose,  unless  his  measures  should 
force  him  into  opposition,  in  defence  of  what  he 
believed  to  be  the  welfare  and  liberty  of  tbe 
oonntiy. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  said  that,  occopring  the  po- 
sition which  he  did,  after  what  had  fallen  from  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  he  felt  it  to  be 
his  doty  to  express  hii  entire  dissent  fiom  tbe  views 
which  had  been  urged  upon  the  Senate  in  support 
of  (he  proposition  now  under  consideration.    He 
said  that  he  regretted  exceedingly  that  the  Sena'or 
had  deemed  it  proper  to  bring  np  anew  the  exciting 
questions  which  had  so  recently  agitated  the  coun- 
try.   In  this  he  concurred  with  the  honorable  Sena^ 
tor  from  South  Carolina,  and  believed  that  the  pub- 
lic mind  needed  repose,  at  least  for  a  short  period; 
and  he  could  hot  bnt  express  his  astonishment  tbat 
any  attempt  should  now  be  made  which  would  ne- 
cessarily pass  in  review  the  events  of  the  last  can- 
vass.   Sir,  said  he,  I  do  not  express  this  regret  be- 
cause of  the  position  which  I  may  be  supposed  to 
bold  in  relation  to  that  question,  and  coming,  as  I 
do,  from  a  Sute  which  has  cast  its  suffrage  for 
General  Harrison.    A  more  sniiable  time  will  ar- 
rive, wfaen  this  whole  subject  wonld  properly  come 
under  tbe  administrative  action  of  the  Pretident 
elect;  bnt  now  it  must  bring  up  a  discussion  of 
events  utterly  unprofitable  to  tbe  public  welfare, 
and  about  which  a  wide  difference  ef  opinion  his 
surely  obtained,  if  I  understand  rightly  the'  true 
ground  upon  which  the  gentleman  haj  based  his 
proposition  U>  repeal  tbe  Independent  Treasury 
act.    The  gentleman  said  that  the  recent  election 
of  General  Harrison  was  an  implied  Instruction  to 
Senators  coming  from  tbe  nineteen  Slates  which 
had  supported  him,  to  repeal  that  nyasure.    Sir,  I 
deny  that  this   inference  is  just;  and  a  Strang  ob- 
jection to  the  resolution  proposed  bf  the  honorable 
gentleman  i.<,  tbat  it  is  not  supported  by  such  an 
issue  in  the  late  canvass  as  lo  make  it  conclusive. 
I  deny  that  the  Independent  Treasury  was  the  in- 
ducing cause  to  the  success  of  Gieneral  Harrison. 
It  was  not  the  exclnsive  issue.    Following,  sir,  tbe 
ezimpla  tet  by  older  Senators  of  both  particf,  I 


mingled  among  the  people  in  this  eonust,  ani 
fctMW  thmt  «Me>'  qumimts  had  ^  much  mors  ptwtrfut 
ffftet — questions  which  were  made  to  go  home  to 
their  hopes  and  their  feats — and  that  they  did  not 
consider  Ibis  a«  the  great  issue  upon  which  they  - 
were  to  decide.  The  ezttaortlinary  pressure  of  the 
times,  some  peouliar  cireamstanees,  and  tbe  mili- 
tary seiviees  of  General  Harrison,  advancing 
in  the  lead  of  tbe  mass  of  questions,  bad 
a  most  powerful  agency  in  producing  tiie  re- 
sult I  Who,  sir,  can  fo'get  that  his  military 
pretensions  were  urged  wiih  great  ardor  and 
rlrqaenee  upon  this  floor  by  tha  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  who  nsoally  sitsoppo.-iie  to  me — 
and  by  the  gentlemin  from  Kentucky,  who  sits  to 
my  right  on  the  other  side  of  the  honse.  And  can 
we  fall  to  advert  to  the  very  fountain  from  which 
sprang  all  their  sueces'^— tA«r  contefflioii  tt  Hwnit- 
(wgl  There  they  Mtonn/y  rtnlvti  OuA  Uey  leotiU 
nuJre  ns  formal  itelantiim  ^  their  opimotu — no,  sir, 
none.  The  thing  was  to  be  left  to  the  individnal 
skill  and  jadgment  of  Iheir  partisans;  and  now, 
after  the  close  of  the  contest,  the  first  step  to  be 
taken  is  an  absolute  demand,  upon  this  floor,  that 
Confess  shall  declare,  in  effect,  tJiat  neh  vat  th* 
iitue  made  anrf  daidtd  brfore  the  people.  The  \  ery 
avowal  of  tbe  Senator  fiom  Kentucky,  when  pressed 
by  the  Sena'or  from  New  Yoik  upon  the  subject  of 
the  Uttiie4  Stales  Bink,  as  the  antagoni«i  measure 
to  the  Independent  Treasury,  that  "lofficient  for 
the  day  is  tbe  evil  thereof,"  is  mysterians,  but  equ°.- 
valent  to  the  declaration  that  the  Independent  Trca> 
sury  was  the  great  exelusiTe  issue  before  the  peo- 
ple. 1  utterly  deny  this  inference.  There  were  nu- 
morons  i-sues,  and  a  combination  of  causes,  which 
it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat. 

I  trust  tbat  I  would  be  among  the  last  men  deli- 
berately to  attempt,  in  a  repr<sentaiive  capaciiv,io 
disobey  the  instinctions  of  my  constituents.  But, 
sir,  no  instrnetion«,  snch  as  insisted  upon,  have 
been  made;  and  the  honorable  gentleman  will  find, 
when  he  submits  the  true  issue  of  a  United  States 
Bank  as  tbe  ania^onist  of  the  Independent  Treasu- 
ry, the  decision  of  the  people  will  in  all  probitbility 
be  against  the  former.  Then,  and  not  till  then, 
shall  we  hav«  the  true  issue,  and  the  true  result. 

Mr.  HDBB\RD    ro^e   and  said:    Mr.  Pmst- 
dsnt:— I  cannot  deny,  wbsn  I  read  the  rttolu- 
lion  in  the  moming'<s  paper,  which  had  been  of- 
fered on  yesterday  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
that  I  was  somewhat  surprised.    I  little  anticipated 
any  such  movement  dnr'ng  this  short  senion  of 
Congress.    I  had  supposed  that  (he  repeal  of  the 
Independent  Tieasury  act  weuld  be  attempted  un- 
der the  next  Administration,  bat  I  bad  not  even 
imaiined  that  it  wonld  then  be  urged  withoat  pre- 
senting some  substitute;  and  I  must  confess  that  I 
did  not  look  for  such  a  proposition  from  any  quar- 
ter during  tbe  continuance  nf  the  present  Adminis- 
tration.   It  is,  hoiAver,  before  us;  and  it  preients 
a  distinct  question.    The  resolution  proposes  lo  in- 
struct tbe  Committee  on  Finance  to  report  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  immediate  repeal  of  the  Sob-Trea- 
siuy  act;  it  is  presented  to  the  same  Senate;  it  pro- 
posts  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  very  Congress 
which,  but  a  few  months  past,  enacted  this  very 
measure.     Sir,  I  could  not   have  believed    tbat 
any  member  of  this  body  would  urge  uprn  the  Se- 
nate the  repeal  of  this  measure  which  had  been 
adopted  after  so  much  debate,  after  so  much  reflec- 
tion, and  after  so  much   consideration.    But,  I 
again  say,  that  the  proposition  bas  been  present- 
ed; let  ns  now    meet  it   manftilly,   and  with  a 
determination  to  review  the  whole  gtonnd.    I  can- 
not say,  with  ihe  Senator  from  ^nth  Carolina, 
tbil  I  regret  that  this  proposition  baa  been  bronght 
forward.    I  can  say  that  I  did  not  anticipate  it.    I 
can  assure  the  Senator  from  Kentuckr,  before  us 
as  it  is,  it  cannot  silently  be  disposed  of.    It  must, 
snd  I  trust  it  will,  be  debated,  and  fully  debated. 
Let  the  whole  ground  which  has  heretofore  been 
oeenpied  in  argument,  be  re-examined;  and  let  it 
be  made  to  appear,  if  it  can  be,  that  onr  positions 
are  untenable,  and  that  oar  arguments  are  falla- 
cious, and  ibat  the  measure  itself  ought  to  bealwn- 
doned.    If  all  that  can  be  shown,  tten,  for  one,  I 
shall  be  prepared  to  vote  for  its  repeal;  bnt  until 
diat  eaa  be  done,  I  Will  sustain  th«  mtasurr,  essen- 
taiiltf  eoaoeeted,  as  I  bpV/en  it  to  be,  with  tbe  best 


interests  of  the  country,  with  what  little  ability  I 
possess.  What  are  the  reasons,  Mt.  President, 
whiiih  have  indneed  the  honorable  Senator  tnm 
Kentucky  lo  offier  bis  resolution?  He  says  ikat 
Ihe  resuh  of  the  late  election  is  an  ezpreasipa  of 
tbe  deliberate  jadgment  of  the  Amerioaa  people 
in  relation  to  this  measure.  That  they  have  spokca, 
in  language  loo  plain  to  be  misutdefaMod, 
their  utter  condemeation  of  this  Sub-Treaswjr 
system.  That  they  have  demanded  at  our  hands 
its  immediate  repeal.  Sir,  I  utterly  deny  th*  Act, 
and  I  stand  here  >a;ing  that  no  nan  has  the  right 
to  make  any  snch  dedactioBs  from  the  result  of  the 
recent  Presidential  election.  The  dedaiatioa  is 
unwarfant-d,  in  my jndgment,from  the  facts  known 
to  have  existed  during  that  canvass.  What  right 
has  the  Senator  to  say  that  any  such  issue  wtt 
made  up  before  the  American  peeplel  Wbsn  is 
the  evidence  of  iil  Who  ever  beard  from  the  party 
newspapers  of  the  day,  that  the  new  dynasty  in- 
tended a  repeal  of  the  Sub-Treasury,  and  that  an 
appeal  was  ever  made  to  the  people,  urging  upon 
them  the  propriety  of  changing  the  preeent  Admi- 
nistration, so  as  effectually  to  put  down  "ttw  Mil 
of  abominations,"  as  they  were  pleased  to  eallit. 
Others  may  have  seen  sttich  avowals,  bnt  if  Itaey 
existed,  they  wholly  escaped  my  obtervatian.  No 
declaration  was  made  by  the  great  Conventisn  at 
Harrisburg  against  this  Sab-Treasary  policy,  \ 
bad  been  in  operation  for  years  before.  No  i 
manifesto  has  been  pnblished  since  by  any  eoavea 
lion  opp<»ed  to  the  present  AdministratioB.  This 
was  not  the^  issue  made  up  before  the  Ameiieaa 
people. 

It  mny  have  been  intended— it  was  certainly  aot 
avowed — and  until  this  resolution  was  oflhred,  who 
has  ever  heard  that  it  was  the  purpose  of  tbe  Opp> 
sition  to  bring  about  a  repeal  of  ihe  Sab-Treasnry, 
without,  at  tbe  same  time,  presenting  soow  ether 
measure  in  its  stead) 

Mr.  President,  I  well  recollect  that  soon  after  the 
CoDveniion  at  Harrisburg,  and  jost  befoie  Ihe 
spring  elections  in  Virginia,  a  document  was  sent 
forth  under  the  authoi^  of  an  execaiive  oommit- 
lee.  And  was  the  Administration  assailed  m  that 
document  for  its  Independent  Treasury  operations! 
No,  sir;  the  Administration  was  attaekcd  for  its 
alleged  wastefulness,  its  profligacy  anil  eoirpption, 
in  relation  to  the  public  expenditures.  It  was  at- 
ucked  for  attempting  u  palci  upoa  tbe  eomtrr  a 
standing  army  of  two  hundred  thonsaad  militia.  It 
was  the  expensvs  of  the  Administratioa,  aod  Mr. 
Poin-eti's  miliiia  report,  wh^h  eonstitnted  the 
grounds  of  attack  in  Uie  docnmeat  to  which  I  have 
referred;  and  they  constituted  the  great  bar- 
den  of  the  Opposition  soag  in  my  ootiairy, 
from  the  close  of  the  late  session  ef  Congiear, 
until  Ihe  day  of  election.  Had  the  direet  proposi- 
tion been  submitted  to  the  American  people,  "Will 
yoa  continue  the  Indepandent  Treasury  ^stem  at 
it  is,  or  will  you  go  back  lo  the  Slate  buk  depodte 
system  as  it  was  in  18361"  what  ihnik  yoo,  sir, 
would  have  been  their  decision?  For  one,  I  eater- 
tain  no  doubt,  if  tbe  people  eonid  have  been  left  to 
the  exercise  of  their  sober  judgement,  tbat  they 
wonld  have  returned  a  clear  verdict  in  favor  of 
this  great  measure  of  the  present  Adminiatratioa. 
And  just  so  Would  it  have  been  had  tbe  questioa 
been  a  Bank  of  the  Uniied  States  or  aconUBuanee 
of  the  ptefent  system.  Bot  no  such  issue  was 
made,  and,  of  con^quence,  no  such  deeisiea  has 
been  given  as  has  been  alleged.  No  sueb  infer- 
ence can  fairly  be  drawn  from  tbe  result  of  the  late 
election. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  siys,  unless  ibe  re- 
peal of  this  aot  now  takes  place,  tba',  as  soon  as  a 
Congress  can  be  assembled  after  (be  4'h  of  Maroli 
next,  they  will  not  fail  lo  aeoomplish  Ibe  werk. 
Be  it  so.  I  rejoice  at  this  distinct  declaiaiioa 
of  the  Senator.  I  did  not  believe  that  it  woald 
even  be  aitempied  without  going  further.  The 
declaration  of  hostility  to  ibis  great  meaaors  has 
gone  forth,  and  1  rejoice  at  it;  and  time  will  *ow 
whether  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  is  right  ia  his 
ealeulaiions  as  to  the  stale  of  popular  opiBio»->«f 
public  sentiment  with  reference  to  this  measare. 
In  isy  own  Sute,  I  know  fall  well  that  it  is  held  ia 
high  commendation;  and  if  It  be  true,  as  alleced, 
diM  the  resDltof  the  lau  eieotions  i«  lo  be  n^iird- 
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•d  as  •  test  of  the  popa'arity  of  this  mtasnra,  the 
Seaslor  Mmself  vill,  and  mn.->t  admit,  that  the  peo- 
ple of  New  Hampshire  bare  expressed  a  most 
udoabted  opinioa  in  its  favor,  for  the  majo- 
nly  in  tttat  State,  (Vieodljr  to  this  AdminutratioD,  is 
«M  bnadred  per  cent,  greater  now  than  it  was  at 
the  last  eontested  election  in  1838. 
,  I  oaanot  donbt,  no  member  of  ibis  Senate,  no 
Mtim  of  this  eoantry,  has  a  right  to  doubt,  that 
the  IndqMndent  Treasury  act  which  passed  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  and  which  is  nom  the 
law  of  the  land,  and  in  sncoessfal  operaiion,  is  to 
be  made  the  snbject  of  attack  by  the  neit  adminis- 
tntioa.  This  ^arpose  is  avowed  distinctly  by  the 
Seaaior  from  Kentucky.  And  alihongh  we  are 
wtlhont  any  official  promnlgaiion  of  this  intent 
from  Urn  who  has  been  elected  to  preside  over  this 
nation,  yet  it  comes  to  nsin  no  questionable  shape. 
It  is  avowed  by  ihe  very  man  whom  the  President 
elect  has  recently  declared  (if  I  read  the  jonmals 
of  the  times  correctly)  is  more  worthy  of  the  place 
than  himself.  It  is,  therefore,  fair  to  infer  that  the 
Seaator  speaks  like  one  having  aathority.  I  shall 
Bot  be  here;  but  able  and  efficient  friends  will  be 
reedy  to  take  care  of  this  great  measare.  Let  all 
prapaie  for  the  contest.  Then,  and  not  till  then- 
will  this  battle  be  fought  with  any  prospect  of  snc 
eess.  The  present  movement  cannot  saceeed,  in 
my  jodgment. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  rays  that  there  is 
Bo  practical  difference  in  the  management  of  onr 
fiseal  concerns  nnc^er  the  bub-Treasary  system, 
end  ander  that  system  which  existed  amerior  to 
die  coming  in  of  this  Administration.  It  may  be 
won  but,  if  the  fact  be  as  stated,  ih'>se  charged  wiib 
Ibe  execntion  of  the  law  are  greatly  in  fault,  and 
diogid  be  held  answerable  for  any  depu'lare  from 
ihe  liae.  of  tbeir  official  duty.  But,  sir,  I  greatly  ir.is- 
take  the  sequel  of  the  limes — I  greatly  misjudge  the 
iadieations  of  popular  feeling,  if  there  is  not  an 
inereMinf  sentiment  favorable  to  this  Sab-Treasuiy 
policy.  And  if  the  new  Administration  design  no- 
thing more  th«n  the  repeal  of  this  measure,  tbeir 
anticipated  saeority  in  the  confidence  and  support  of 
the  commiudiy  will  fail  them.  The  Senator  hat 
appealed  to  me  for  information  as  to  the  manner  of 
■exeoatiag  this  Treasury  scheme.  Mr.  President,  I 
nay  not  live  qniie  as  remote  from  one  of  these  Re- 
eeivert  Generrl  as  the  Senator  himself,  and,  unlike 
him,  I  have  no  wish  to  live  more  remote.  One 
thi^  I  believe  as  mnck  as  I  believe  in  my  exist- 
enee^lhat  h>  who  i^  charged  with  the  execution  of 
this  act  at  Boston  does  not  disregard  its  proviiioos 
in  praetiee.  I  know  him  well:  and,  knowing  him 
aa  I  do,  I  should  be  slow  to  believe  that  the  Re- 
oeiver  Oeneml  at- that  point  fails  to  carry  into  full 
effiM>t  the  letter  of  tbe  Independent  Treasury  set. 
If  he  does,  sir,  I  can  assvre  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tneky  tbe  fact  is  unknown  to  me.  The  known 
fidelity  of  that  officer  is  a  sure  guarantee 
ttat     bis     whole     dnty     will     be     performed. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  seen  fit 
to  allude  to  a  recent  election  in  my  o^n  State — 
why,  or  wherefore,  1  cannot  tell.  lis  connection 
with  theqnes'ion  before  ns  I  do  not  readily  ditcover. 
What  it  has  to.  do  with  the  adoption  of  his  rewlu- 
tion  I  am  nnabk  to  rec.  Bni,  sir,  if  the  Senator 
has  adverted  lo  that  ccenrrence — to  the  result  of 
Ihr.t  election — in  tbe  b(  lief  that  it  has  led  to  any  in- 
lermption  of  ibe  friendly  relations  which  have 
hitherto  existed  between  the  di<tlngDished  individual 
who  now  presides  over  ihe  fiscal  department  of  our 
Oovernment  and  myself,  he  is  entirely  mistaken.  He 
has  spoken  of  my  readiness  on  all  occasions  te  defend 
that  officer  and  his  measures — and  be  has  b?en 
pleased  to  add  ihat  I  have  defended  bioi  "with  great 
ability  and  wiih  great  c  k  qnence."  Sir,  it  has  been 
my  fortuiie,  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  Se- 
aaie,  to  hear  attacks  frequently  made  npon  tbe 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  by  the  Senator  and  his 
friends.  Against  thoM  attacks  I  hare  defended 
hiat,  and  sacxses^fally  defended  him  ;  but  my  soe- 
eesa  was  to  be  atiribu  ed  lo  tbe  merit  of  tbe  de- 
fence, and  not  to  any  particular  ability 
of  his  defender.  It  is  trae  that,  for  a  long  time, 
ttere  has  been  kept  up  an  unreterved  intimacy 
between  that  offcer  and  mysel';  and  a  more  faiih- 
fal,  intelUgant,  and  indnstrions  officer,  has  not  been . 
fpneaM  ^ith  tbe  government  during  its  contina- 


ance.  Tbe  administration  of  tbe  department 
over  which  he  ba;  so  long  ;ind  so  ably  presided 
in  the  worst  of  limes;  the  difficulties  and  discou- 
ragement which  he  has  experienced  in  the  p-rform- 
ance  of  his  official  duties,  and  which  he  has  so 
triumphantly  o.vercnme;  the  present  stale  and 
condition  of  that  Department,  show  to  the  world 
that  the  attacks  which  have  been  so  gratnitonsly 
made  npon  tbat  officer,  ate  without  founda'ion. 
It  is  ttue,  sir,  that  an  election  has  recently  been 
made  by  tbe  Legislature  of  our  native  Siate,  and 
that  election  has  resulted  in  eleva'ing  to  the  office 
of  United  Stales  Senator  tbe  individual  to  whom  I 
have  referred.  Tbe  people  of  my  Stale  had  given 
a  triumphant  vote  jp  favor  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  ad- 
miniiiration.  That  administration  had  been  defeated 
by  tbe  decision  of  the  American  people.  No  man  bad 
been  more  devotrd  to,  or  identified  wiih,  tbe  Admi- 
nistration, iban  the  individual  now  at  the  head  of 
the  Treasury  Department.  No  man  in  tbe  coun- 
try is  better  prepared  to  defend  the  measures  and 
lo  carry  om  tbe  policy  of  tbat  Aduioisiraiion  than 
the  Secretary  himself.  And  from  the  avowal 
which  has  been  made  on  this  Soor  this  day,  ii  must 
be  matter  of  gratoUtion  and  pride  to  the  people  of 
my  own  State  and  of  tbe  country,  that  he  will  be 
here  ready  to  meet  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
face  to  face,  in  defending  bis  favorite  measure 
against  the  assaults  of  i\a  enemies.  Sir,  I  have  no 
canine  to  coxip'ain,  neither  of  tbe  successful  candi- 
date nor  of  my  own  people.  I  know  full  welt  tbe 
considerations  which  ind  need  the  resuH — considera- 
tion! honorable  to  my  own  S(ate  and  sa'isfaciory  to 
myseir.  And  if  I  shonlil  never  discover  any  other 
evidence  of  ihe  ingratitude  of  the  Srcrelary,  or  of 
the  de'action  of  my  own  people,  I  should  not  be 
disturbed  by  any  private  griefs.  Tbe  Senator  will 
find  It  somewhat  difficult  to  satisfy  my  mind  that  I 
'  have  been  defeated  by  my  friends,  and  tbat  tbe  re- 
sult of  that  election  has  trnded,  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree, to  leAsen  me  in  the  estimation  of  the  people  of 
my  native  State. 

Mr.  ALLEN  then  moved  to  amend  the  resola- 
lion,  by  striking  out  all  after  tbe  word  "resolved," 
and  insert  tbe  following: 

"Tbat  Ihe  financial  policy  established  at  iheDrigin 
of  this  Oovernment,  by  tbe  first  acti  of  its  legisla- 
tion, and  especially  by  tbe  30th  section  of  tbe  'Act 
to  regulate  tbe  collection  of  duties,  &c.'  approved 
by  President  Washington,  July  31<it,  1769,  and  by 
the  4ih  section  of  the  'Act  to  establish  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  Ac.'  approved  by  President 
Washington,  September  2  ',  1789,  was  in  strict  con- 
formity to  tbe  fundamental  pciDciples  of  the  Consti- 
tution. 

"JicwJtied,  That,  by  a  long  series  of  subsequent 
acts  tending  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  pnblie 
welfare,  that  policy  had  been  departed  from,  and 
was,  by  the  'Act  to  provide  for  tbe  colleciion,  safe- 
keeping, transfer,  and  disbursement  of  tbe  public 
revenue,'  approved  by  Pre.ident  Van  Baren,  July 
4, 1840,  f^lly  restored,  and  ought  to  be  adhered  to; 
and  iherefore 

"Ruolved,  Taat  the  Government  ought  lo  collect 
no  more  taxes  from  the  people,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  than  are  abioluteiy  necessary  to  an 
economical  administration  of  its  affairs. 

"Retolvtd,  Tbat  Ibe  tates  paid  bv  the  people 
ought  not  to  be  lent  out  by  tbe  Qjvertment  to  in- 
dividuals or  lo  corporations. 

'■£cMrlMd,  That  the  taxes  so  paid  by  the  people 
ought  not  to  be  placed  by  ihe  Government  in  Ihe 
custody  rf  agents  who  are  not  made  by  theConsti- 
tutioD  and  the  laws  responsible  to  the  people.    ■ 

"Rtsotted,  Tbat  in  tbe  Iraiisaclirn  of  its  own  af- 
fairs, the  Oovernment  ought  to  receive  and  to  ten- 
der in  paymect  as  money,  nnihing  but  ihat  which 
is  made  a  legal  tender  by  the  Cnnstilutioa." 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  resolatioo 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ib3  sjbstilote  was  or> 
dercd  to  b*  printed. 

Ai:d  the  Senate  adjourced. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuKSDir,  December  15,  1840. 
After  tbe  janrnal  had  been  read, 
Mr.  JONES,  from  the  Committee  ofWays  and 
Means,  on  leave  introduced  a  bill  making  an  ap- 
propriation in  part  for  the  support  of  Gk>v«rament 


for  tbe  year  1841;  which  was  read  twice  aod  refer- 
red to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  the  stale  of 
the  UU'on. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES,  tbe  Honse  dKn  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  thb 
Slate  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Baioos  in  the  Chair,  and 
took  np  the  above  bill. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  said  he  had  oeeasion,  a  few  dan 
ago,  to  oeeompany  a  friend — a  messenger  tnm  one 
of  the  electoral  colleges— to  the  Treasury  Dmr|^- 
ment,  who  went  there  to  settle  his  accounts,  as  pro- 
vided for  under  a  regulation  of  Coagress.  His 
friend  was  informed  by  Ihe  First  Aoditw  ttiat  no 
paymeat  could  be  made  until  an  appropriation 
should  be  made  by  Congress.  Mr.  C.  would  in- 
qaire  whether  now  would  not  be  the  time  to  make 
an  amendment  to  the  bill  for  this  object. 

Mr.  3.  'W .  JONES  said  he  had  had  no  interview 
with  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject 
He  could  not  see  why  any  portion  of  the  amount 
could  be  appropriated  to  that  obje^  Ihe  snbjeeta 
mentioned  in  the  bill  being  wholly  distinct. 

Mr.  CUSaiNG  then  moved  to  amend  the  hill  l^ 
adding  thereto  an  additional  section  providing  for 
the  payment  of  Ihe  messengeis  who  may  oonvey  lo 
the  seat  of  Government  the  eleetorat  votes  given  in 
the  several  Slates  for  President  and  Vice  ProMent 
of  Ihe  Uniud  States. 

Mr.  J.  W.  JONES  saggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachnsetis  whether  it  would  not  be  proper 
to  have  tbe  amount  specified  in  the  detailed  slat^ 
ments  fomisbed  by  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury, 
at  lia.OOO,  in  place  of  $31,000,  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses  of  bringing  to  the  seat  of  GkvemmrnI  the 
voles  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Uaited 
Stales. 

Mr.  CUSHINO  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion. 

The  qne&tion  then  being  on  the  amendment  lo 
Ihe  bill,  it  was  agreed  to,  without  a  oouaL 

Mr.  JONES,  in  reply  to  an  objection  made  hf 
Mr.  Stinlt  to  the  item  of  |100,000  for  ettationery, 
remarked  tbat  the  committee,  in  filling  np  the  blaiik 
with  tbe  sum  in  question,  bad  not  inserted  tbe  whole 
amount  estimaisd  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House, 
which  was  $150,000.  They  therefore  imagined 
there  would  be  no  difficulty,  at  this  period  of  the 
session,  in  obtaining  an  appropriation  of  $100,000 
for  that  object,  being  bnt  one-b*lf  the  amount  ap- 
propriated at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  more 
especially  as  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Honse  was 
now  entirely  exhausted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  the  committee  then  rose,  and 
reported  tbe  bill,  as  amended,  to  the  House. 

The  amendment  was  then  concurred  in,  and  the 
bil',  as  amended,  read  a  ihir#timc,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BRIG03  called  the  attention  of  ttie  House 
to  an  error  he  had  discovered  in  document  No. ), 
being  Ihe  annual  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  tbe  Treasury.  He  was  desirous  tbat 
tbe  error  should  be  corrected  before  the  copies  or- 
dered  by  the  House  thonid  be  printed. 

After  some  debate,  of  a  desultory  obaraeter,  as 
to  whether  ibeentHr  oj-iginated  in  tbe  Treasaty,De- 
parimenfor  with  tbe  printer,  the  Clerk  was  direct- 
ed to  have  the  proper  correction  made. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN,  at  his  request,  was  excused 
from  aciing  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Bujjdings  and  Grounds. 

Mr.  HAND,  in  pursuance  of  notice  givea  on 
Thursday  last,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  to  e>iablish  a  nniform  rule  of  natoraliza- 
lion,  and  to  repeal  all  acts  heretofore  passed  on  that 
sa^jec•;  which  was  read  twice. 

Mr.  H.  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  printed. 

And  tbe  question  being  first  on  tbe  reference, 

Mr.  BARNARD  demanded  the  veas  and  nayr; 
which  were  ordered,  and^being  taken,  were,  yeas 
96,  fays  99. 

TEAS— Messrs.  Judson  Allen,  Anderson,  Aiber- 
ton,  Banks,  Beime,  Blackwell,  Brewster,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Albert  O.  Brown,  Carr,  CaseVj^Caiapman, 
Clifford,  Connor,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  WiUlan  R. 
Cooper,  Craig,  Crary,  Cross,  Dana,  Davee,  John 
Davis,  Dicketson,  Doan,  D..ig,  Dnneaa,  Barl,  Btst- 
man,  Ely,  Kine,  Pisher,  Floyd,  Fonaace,  Gal- 
bralth,  Gerry,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Hand,  John 
Hastings,  Micajab  T.  Hawkins,  John  HiU  of  N.  0. 
Hook,  David  Habbwd,  Jaetoon,  JoMph  Jdiiuo^ 
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Care  JobnsoD,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jonen, 
Keim,  Kille,  Leadbetier,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lowell, 
Lucas,  McCleUan,  McCallocb,  Mallory,  Mar- 
ehand,  Medjil,  Monianya,  Montgoaser;,  Samuel 
W.  Morris,  Newbard,  Parm«nter,  Farris,  Faynter, 
Petriltin,  Pickens,  Prentiss',  Reynolds,  Rives,  Ed- 
ward Rogers,  Ryall,  Sjimuelf ,  Shaw,  Albert  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Thomas  Smiib,  Starkweather,  Strong, 
Siunter,  Sweariogen,  Sweney,  Taylor,  Philip  F. 
Thomas,  Tnmey,  Vanderpoel,  Vroom,  Darid  D. 
Wagener,  Watterson,  Weller,  Wick,  Jared  W. 
Williams,  Henry  Williams,  and  Worthiogton— 96. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adaics,Alford.  J<  l^n  W.  Allen, 
Andrews,  Baker,  Barnard,  Bell,  Boardman,  Briggs, 
Brockway,  Slampson  B.  Butler,  William  0.  But- 
ler, Calhoun,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carroll,  Car- 
ter, Chinn,  Chittenden,  Clark,  James  Cooper, 
Crabb,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cashing,  John 
W.  Davis,  Garret  Davis,  Dawson,  Dennis,  Dellet, 
Edward,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Fletcher,  Gar- 
land, Gentry,  Qiddipgs,  Gofgin,  Ooode,  Graham, 
Granger,  Orinnell,  Habersham,  Hall,  William  S. 
Hasting^,  Hawes,  Henry,  Hoffman,  Hopkins, 
Hiram  P.  Hunt,  Francis  James,  Charles  Johnston, 
Kempshall,  Lane,  Lincoln,  McCarty,  MeClnre, 
McBjay,  Marvin,  Mason,  Mitchell,  Monroe,  Mor- 
row, Naylor,  Nisbet,  Ogl»,  Osborne,  Palen,  Peck, 
Pope,  Randall,  Randolph,  Rariden,  Rayner,  Reed, 
Ridgway,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Shepard,  SImonlon, 
Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Taliarerro, 
Waddy  Tboinpson,  John  B.  Thompson,  T'lling- 
bast,  Toland,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  John  White, 
Thomas  W.  Williamr,  L;wi«  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Winthrop,aBd 
Wise— 99. 

S3  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 
.    Mr.  EVEREIT  ihen  moved  a  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  th«  Judiciary,  as  the  more  appro- 
priate committee  for  ao  important  a  subject. 

Mr.  BEATTY  was  also  of  opinion  that  a  bill 
affecting  the  interests  of  so  great  a  portion  of  the 
community,  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

The  question  being  then  put,  it  wa«  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  and  the  bill  so  referred. 

The  question  then  being  taken  on  the  motion  to 
print,  it  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  it  was 

RtioUitd,  That  the  Sfcretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House  what  machines,  tools,  or 
implements,  if  any,  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
or  used  in  the  construction  er  repair  of  the  harbors 
or  piers,  or  other  public  works  on  the  great  North- 
ern or  Western  lake.',  or  the  waters  connected 
therewith,  have  been'* sold  Since  the  first  day  of 
January,  1840;  and  the  cost  of  such  machines, 
implements,  and  tools,  respectively,  and  the  price 
for  which  they  were  respectively  rold,  and  the  an- 
.  thority  by  which  such  sales  weri;  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PARR  IS,  the  House  then 
proceeded  to  execute  the  order  of  Tuesday  last 
for  the  election  of  Chaplain. 

Mr.  PARRIS  nominated  the  Rev.  .Tnot.  G. 

BSAXTON. 

Mr.  CRAIQ  nominated  the  Rev.  L.  R.  Rebsk. 

Mr.  Hand  nominated  the  Rev.  Josrita  Biris. 

Mr.  BARNARD  nominated  the  Rev.  J.  N. 
Danforth. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Connecticut  nominated  the 
Rev.  FsTKB  H-  SaAW. 

Mr.  N.  JONES  nominated  the  Rer.  0.  B. 
Brown. 

Messrs.  Farius,  Criio,  and  Band, were  appointed 
tellers. 

Whole  number  of  vo^es  given,  186 

Necessary  to  a  choice,  94 

Mr.  Braxton  received,  76 

Batw  "  Gl 

RXESE  "  3U 

Danfobth     "  14 

Shaw  "  4 

Brown         "  1 

There  being  no  choice, 

Mr.  BARNARD  withdrew  the  name  of  Mr. 

DAHrORTB. 

Mr.  MONROE  moved    that  the  mle  be  sus- 
pended, and' that  the  Honte  vote  by  ballot. 
But  objection  being  made, 
Mr.  M.  withdrew  his  motion. 


The  House  again  proceeded  to  role  for  the  election 
of  a  Chaplain: 

Whule  number  of  voles  given  170 

Necessary  to  a  choice  86 

Mr.  Braxton  received  101 

Batbs        "  53 

RCBSB         >'  16 

Mr.  Braxton  having  received  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes  given,  was  declared  doly  elected. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  gave  no'ice  that  he  would,  on 
to-morrow,  or  some  subsequent  day  of  the  session, 
inticduce  a  bill  flzing  upon  a  particular  day  for 
choosing  electors  for  President  and  Vice  President 
throughout  the  several  States  in  the  Union,  and 
also  upon  a  day  for  holding  elections  for  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  REED,  the  President's  mrs- 
sage  relative  to  the  Navy  Pension  fund,  (sabmit- 
ted  several  days  since)  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CROCKETT  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
to-3iorrow,  of  on  some  subsequent  day,  when  it 
should  be  order,  ask  leave  of  the  House  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  State  of  Tennesseee  tu  issue  grams  and 
perfect  tit'es  to  certain  lands  therein  describrd,  and 
to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropri- 
ated lands  within  the  same,"  passed  ]8.h  Apiil, 
1806. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowinc  communications: 

1.  From  the  Treasary  Department,  transmitting 
copies  of  the  Treasurer's  accounts  for  the  first,  se- 
cond, and  third  quarters  of  the  year  1839. 

2.  From  the  Treasury  Deyartment,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  accounts  which  have  remained 
unsettled,  or  on  which  balances  appear  to  har^ 
been  doe  more  than  three  years  prior  to  the  30ih 
S  ptember,  1840,  on  the  books  of  the  Fourh  Au- 
ditor of  the  Treasury. 

3.  From  the  War  Department,  in  compliance 
with  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  on  the  7.h 
of  July,  in  the  following  words:  "Resolved,  That 
the  Secretary  of  War  report  to.thfs  House,  on  the 
first  day  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the 
amount  of  expenditure  in  suppressing  Indian  hosti- 
lities in  Florida,  showing  distinctly  the  various 
items  of  expenditure." 

4.  From  the  Treajtiry  Department,  in  obedience 
to  the  8ih  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United 
States,"  approved  2d  March,  1831. 

5.  Prom  the  War  Department,  transmitting  clale- 
menis  of  the  expenditures  of  the  crntingcnt  fond  of 
the  War  Depattment,  and  offices  and  bureaus  at- 
tached thereto,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30ih 
of  September  last. 

6.  From  the  Treasury  Department,  transmitting 
a  report  made  by  Professor  Hassler,  superintend- 
ent of  the  coast  survey,  and  of  the  work  for  the  fa- 
brication of  standard  weights  and  measures,  show- 
ing the  progress  made  during  the  present  }  ear  in 
those  works  respectively. 

7.  From  the  Treasnry  Department,  transmittini; 
the  s'atement  of  expenditures  for  contingencies  of 
that  Department,  and  the  several  offices  attached 
thereto,  for  the  year  endini;  September  last. 

All  of  which  conununications  were  severally  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

8.  An  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  1839. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Ratlvid,  That  the  Comiuittee  on  Claims  be  au- 
thorized to  employ  a  clerk  at  the  rate  of  ^4  for 
each  day's  service,  under  the  appointment  oi  the 
committee. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  proposed  to  amend 
the  resolution  b^  addin;;  the  following: 

"And  that  the  Com'nittee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia be  also  allowed  a  clerk,  when  said  commit- 
tee msy  think  one  necessary,  at  the  same  price 
per  diem." 

The  question  was  Ihen  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment, and  lost. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  resulted — ^^eas  80, 
nays  65. 


YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  John  W.  Al- 
len, Andrews,  Banks,  Bell,  Boardman,  Broclnmr, 
William  0.  Butler,  Calhoun,  Carroll,  Cbinn,  ClutU 
lenden,  James  Cooper,  MarK  A.  Cooper,  Cransioa, 
Crockett,  Cushing,  Dana,  Davee,  John  W.  Dans, 
Giirett  Davis,  Dawson,  Dellet,  Doig,  Everett,  Fill- 
more, Fisher,  Galbraith,  GiddingF,  Goode,  Gran- 
ger, Grinnsll,  Habersham,  Hall,  Hand,  Wm.  S. 
Hastings,  Henry,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hill  of  North 
Carolina,  Hunt,  Charles  Jchneiion,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  Kemble,  Kempshall,  Leonard, 
Lincoln,  McCarty,  McClure,  Mallory,  Monroe, 
Morgan,  Nisbet,  Oiborne,  Randall,  Jos.  F.  Ran- 
dolph, Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell,  Saltonsiall,  She- 
pard, Simonton,  Slade,  -  Albert  Smith,  Tmmaii 
Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast,Toland,  Trumbull,  John  White, 
Jared  W.  Williams,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  WiUiams,  WinOuop, 
&nd  Wife— 80. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baker,  Beatly, 
Beime,  Blackwell,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Sampson  H. 
Bu'ler,  Carr,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Connor, 
Crabb,  Craig,  John  Davlsj  D,'>an,  Duncan,  Earl, 
Eastman,  Ely,  Fin«,  Garland,  Gerry,  Griffin, 
Hawk'ns,  Hillen,  Hopkins,  Jackson,  Jamonn, 
Cave  Johnson,  Keim,  Kille,  Lane,  Leadbetier, 
McClellan,  McKay,  Marchand,  Medill,  Miller, 
Montanya,  Mon'gamery,  Newbard,  Parmenter, 
Paynter,  Pelrikin,  Pickens,  Prentiss,  Reynolds, 
Rives,  Edward  Rogers,  Sbaw,  John  Smith.  Strong, 
Sumter,  Taylor,  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, Turney,  Vanderpoel,  Vroom,  D.  D.  Wagener, 
Watterson,  Weller,  Henry  WiUiams,  and  Lewis 
Williams— 65. 

So  the  refolntion  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVERETT, 

Ruolvtd,  That  the  Ptstmasler  General  be  direct- 
ed to  lay  before  the  House  a  lii-t  of  all  curtailments 
in  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  made  since  the 
adjournment  of  Congress,  with  the  date  when  such 
curtailments  were  made,  and  the  time  when  they 
took  effect;  and  the  amount  of  the  reduction  of  ihie 
compensation  on  each. 

On  moUonof  Mr.  TILLINGHAST, 

Setolved  by  Ihe  Home  cf  Reprtsenlatim,  (Iht  S*- 
nate  eraeuntng',)  Thit  a  Joint  Committee  be  ap^ 
pointed,  to  consist  of  three  members  of  the  Hooae, 
and  such  a  number  of  the  Senate  as  may  by  the 
Senate  be  appointed,  to  direct  the  expeaditure  of 
mnney  appropiiated  to  the  Litirary  of  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  it  was 

Renlved,  That  the  Committeaof  Elections  be  di- 
rected 10  prepare  and  report  to  this  House  a  bill 
prescribing  the  notice  to  be  given  by  the  claimant, 
in  case  of  a  contested  election,  and  regulating  Ihe 
manner  of  taking  testimony  therein,  and  aalhenii- 
eating  the  same. 

Mr.  ADAMS  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Sest^eil,  That  the  President  of  the  United  8UI«6 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  th>« 
House,  ro  far  as  may  be  compatible  with  the  pub- 
lic interest,  cnpies  of  all  documents  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  showinz  the  orif  in  of  any  political 
relations  betveen  the  United  States  and  the  empire 
of  China— the  first  appointment  of  a  consul  to  re- 
side at  or  near  Canton — whether  such  consnl,  or 
any  other  subsrqnently  appointed,  has  ever  been 
received  or  recognised  in  that  capacity,  aad  the 
present  relations  between  the  Government  of  liw 
United  States  and  that  of  the  Celestial  Empire. 

This  resolution  was  read;  but,  before  any  quec- 
tion  had  been  put  thereon. 

On  n-o'ion  of  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON, 

The  Houie  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
WEDHKsnAV,  December  16, 1840. 

The  Hon.  R.  M.  JOHNSON,  President  of  Ihe 
Senate,  Mr.  MOUTON,  and  Mr.  PHELPS,  ap- 
peared io  their  places  this  morning. 

The  PRESIDENT  snbmiited  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  War.  transmitting  the  report 
of  a  board  of  officers  appointed  in  accordance  with 
a  resolution  of  the  Stnate  for  the  examination  of 
Colt's  fire-arms;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  Se- 
nate so  far  at  to  enable  him  to  make  a  motion  prt- 
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TWOS  to  tbe  presentuioD  of  petiiions.'  An  appco- 
prMiion  bi  1  was  rcceired  Irom  the  Honse  jrester- 
daTi  etmtainiBg,  aaong  oiher  items,  aa  appropria- 
tioii  for  the  {rayment  of  ihe  special  messeneera  that 
aie  daily  arriving  vrilh  tXe  Toies  of  the  electoral 
•  colleges  ef  the  rtspeelive  States.  He  hoped  that 
the  bill  woald  be  now  lakeii  up  with  a  view  to  ils 
lefereaee. 

Tbe  prsposilion  wis  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  malt- 
tog  appropriaiioas  is  part  for  the  support  of  the 
GovenMnent  for  the  year  1841  was  laken  up,  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
Biuee  oa  Finance.  • 

On  moiion  by  Mr.  ROA.NE,  the  petition  and  pa- 
peis  of  Richard  Harris,  now  on  file,  were  referred 
to  the  CSommittee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  KINQ  pres*ntcd  a  joint  memorial  of  Ihe 
Sencral  Assembly  of  ibe  Siate  of  Alabama,  atklog 
for  the  eslablishiMnt  of  an  addiiirnal  land  district 
in  that  State  in  the  section  acqaired  from  the  Che- 
rokees;  which  was  read,  and  laid  npon  the  table.  ' 

Mr.  K.  also  presented  the  petition  of  a  '  number 
of  citizens  of  Alabama,  praying  permission  to  en- 
ter asection  of  land  for  school  putpnses,  in  Ilea  of 
oae  which  i«  coveted  by  an  Indian  reservatioD; 
vhidi  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  additional  do- 
eoments  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Colio  Bishop; 
which  was  refe.red  to  the  Cummittea  on  the  Post 
Office  and  PoKt  Roads. 

Mr.  YOUNQ  presented  Ihe  petition  of  a  namber 
of  the  citizeof  ot  Cook,  Oupsge,  and  Kane  coon- 
lie;;  tad  the  petition  of  a  namber  of  the  citizens  of 
Lake,  McHenry,  and  Winnebago  counties,  in  th« 
Swie  of  Illinois,  praying  for  the  establishment  of 
■ail  rooles;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Ihe  Post  Offiat  and  Pest  Roads. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  thepelitionof  Richard 
FaiicD;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Nan)  Aflfairs. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  the  petition 
of  Ztdoek  Smith;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Ob  moiion  by  Mr.  LINN,  the  documents  now  on 
file  in  relation  to  Ihe  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Madame 
De  Lnsser;  and  Ihe  petition  and  papers  of  Albin 
Michel,  were  referrM  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claints. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WHITE,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Hannah  Lightfoot  was  referred  to  ihe 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ROANE,  the  petition  of 
Richard  Harris,  now  on  file,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  YOUNG  gave  notice  thal,|  to-morrow,  he 
would  atk  leave  to  introduce 

A.  bill  to  authorize  ihe  issaing  of  a  patent  lo  Jo- 
seph Compo; 

A  biU  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Compo;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Laventure,  Ebe- 
nezer  Childs,  and  Linns  Thompson. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  in  pursnance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  toimrodnce 

A  bill  to  amhorize  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Arkansas  to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  appropri- 
ated for  the  use  of  schools  in  that  State;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  the 
Pnblie  Lands; 

A  bill  for  Ibe  relief  of  Benjamin  Mnrpby;  and 

A  billjor  the  relief  of  Rchard  T.  Bank;; 
which  were  severally  read  twice,  and  referied  to  the 
Commiltee  on  Indian  ASbir<; 

A  bill  to  revive  the  act  fcatiiled  "An  act  to  ena- 
ble claimants  to  lands  within  the  limits  of  Mi.<soari 
and  Ihe  Territory  of  Arkansas  to  institute  proceed- 
ings 10  try  the  validity  of  iheir  claims,"  approved 
the  S6  h  of  May,  1834,  and  an  aot  amending  the 
same,  and  extending  the  provisions  of  said  act  to 
claimants  to  lands  within  the  Sates  of  Louisiana 
and  Misissippi;  which  was  read  twice,  snd  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims;  and 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  removal  of 
Ihe  raft  in  Red  River,  trhich  was  read  twic,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  ANDEBSON,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obuiined  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
Bttle  of  TenncKce  to  issue  grants  and  peifect  titles 


to  certain  lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the 
claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  with- 
in the  same,"  passed  the  ISih  day  of  April,  1806; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee OB  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Francis  Newman; 
wh'cb  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  KING  ;ave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would 
a'!k  leave  to  introducis  a  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  the 
corporate  authorities  of  the  city  of  Mobile;  and 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  certain  railroads  tberem 
named. 

Mr.  FOLTON,  in  pursnance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  cbiained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  per- 
fect the  tit'es  to  lands  south  of  the  Arkansas  river, 
held  under  the  New  Madrid  locations,  and  pre- 
emption rights  under  the  act  of  1814;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  CommUiee  on  the 
Public  Lands;  and 

A  bill  for  the  reliefof  William  A.  Dixon. 

Mr.  RtJGQLBS,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, a«ked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  KclUr  and  Henry 
Stone;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  tp  the 
Commillee  on  ihe  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE,  by  uninimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  joint  resolution  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  li. 
miting  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  one 
term;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  a  secoad 
reading. 

Mr.  CL&.Y  of  Alabama,  in  pursuance  of  previ- 
ous notice,  ask'd  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Selma  and  Tennesree 
Railroad  Company;  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  in  pursnance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
authorizing  the  payment  of  invalid  pentions  in  cer- 
tain cases;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Commillee  on  Finance, 
lo  which  was  referred  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions in  part  for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  1841,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

At  Mr.  Ws  suggestion,  the  bill  wa-s  by  unani- 
mous consent,  read  a  second  and  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  SMITH  ot  Indians,  from  the  Connnittoe  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  lo  which  was  referred  a  bill  to 
'  authorize  the  Mount  Carrael  and  New  Albany  Rail- 
road Company  to  enter  on  a  credits  qusntit^  of 
land,  10  aid  the  company  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  New  Albany,  in  the  Stale  of  Indi- 
ana, to  Mount  Carmel,  in  the  State  of  Illinoi;:,  and 
for  other  purpose!^,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  LINN,  in  pntsuanee  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  certain  companies  of  Missonii  volunteers; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  L.  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would  ask 
leave  to  introduce  bills  of  the  following  titles: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Oregoire  Larpy,  or  his  le- 
gal representative;; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Miguel 
Eslava; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sebastian  Butcher; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  P.  Lf>pes; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bogy; 

A  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph 
Thompson,  sr.  deceased,  to  a  certain  tract  of  land 
in  Missouri; 

A  bill  fer  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Pierre  Bonhomme; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Kennedy,  assignef 
of  Cornelius  McCnrtin;  and 

A  bill  to  confirm  to  George  Thicker,  his  heirs  ot 
assignees,  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Alabama. 

Mr.  STURGEON,  from  the  Committee  on  Re 
volutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  peti 
lion  npon  the  snbjict,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  ol 
Ihe  representatives  of  John  H.  Stone,  deceased; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  Ihe  Judi- 


ciary, to  which  was  referred  a  bill  supplementary 
to  an  act  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  lo 
land  in  the  town  of  Detroit  and  Territory  of  Miehi- 
gan,  and  for  other  purposes,  reported  the  same  With 
an  amendment. ' 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  Ihe  same  committee,  repotted 

A  bill  for  the  relict  of  William  P.  Sathbone; 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  mora 
eflfec'.ually  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;" and 

A  biU  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  any  forei^ 
copper,  gold,  silver,  or  other  coin,  and  lo  prevent 
Ihe  brii>«ing  into  the  United  States,  oriittering,  any 
counterfeit  foreign  copper,  gold,  silver,  or  other 
coin; 

which  Were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  PORTER,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  certain  companies  of  Michigan  militia, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Aflfairs. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs',  to  which  was  referred 

A  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  parsers  in  the  nav)'; 
and 

A  bill  to  establish  the  navy  ratien; 
severally  reported  ihe  same  without  amendment 

Mr.  MERRICK  submitted  the  following  fer  con- 
sideration: ' 

Bttolvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  statement 
showing  the  quantity  of  pnblie  land  sold  in  each 
year  since  the  year  1828,  which  had  been  in  mar- 
ket subject  to  private  entry  for  the  respective  pe- 
riods of  five,  ten,  fifteen,  twenty,  twenty-five  and 
thirty,  or  more  years;  the  amonnts  for  which  the 
same  has  been  sold;  and  also  showing  in  parallel 
columns  the  quantity  of  public  lands  sold  in  each 
of  said  years,  which  had  not  been  subject  to  pri- 
vate entry  for  five  or  more  years,  and  the  amount 
received  for  the  same.  Also,  a  report  showing  the 
total  quantity  of  public  land  cedol  to  each  rf  the 
respective  Slates  within  which  they  lie,  for  eoUrger, 
academies,  schools,  or  other  purposes,  distiagnisb- 
ing  between  the  quantities  of  pablic  land  so  ceded 
for  each  partieolar  pprpose. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  snbmitled  Ihe  following 
resolution,  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Reioktd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ex- 
tendiog  the  time  ftrcompleiing  the  census  in  those 
Stales  or  Districts  in  which  the  same  has  been  pre- 
vented by  the  prevalence  of  disease,  or  oiher  nn- 
conttollable  causes. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  snbmitled  the  following  resoltt-' 
tion,  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Rttohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be  in- 
stmcied  to  inquire  into  the  exped'ency  of  allowing 
10  James  H.  Relfe  compensation  for  his  services  in 
removing  intruders  from  ihe  military  reservation 
altached'to  Fori  Leavenworth. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  cotisidered  and  agreed  to: 

Rtnlvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treifury  be 
directed  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  commuiucalad 
to  Ihe  Senate,  tfibles  of  the  rates  of  exchange, 
foreign  and  domectie,  and  of  the  prices  of  bank 
notes  and  of  specie,  on  or  near  the  first  day  in 
each  month,  at  New  Ynik  and  Philadelphia,  dur- 
ing Ihe  yrar  1838,  1839,  and  1840;  and  ifaatheae- 
eompany  ihe  tame  with  a  synopsis  of  the  rates  of 
exchange,  foreign  and  domestic,  and  the  prices  of 
bank  notes  and  specie,  at  New  York  and  Philadel. 
phia,  in  previous  years,  so  far  as  the  last  can  be 
done  from  the  materials  now  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  the  following  resoluion; 
which  was  con'^idered  and  agreed  to: 

Rembui,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  insiruced  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ex- 
tending the  time,  either  specially  or  generally,  for 
receiving  the  census  relnms  for  Ihe  fif  h  censns  of 
the  United  States.  . 

Mr.  WALL  submitted  the  following  resolutions, 
whirb  were  considered  and  agreed  to, 

Raelwd,  That  the  Committee  on  Commsrce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  for  the  removal  •!  certain  ob- 
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Mnetioos  in  the  naricaiion  of  the  riTu  Passaic, 
•nd  of  Newark  bay,  in  the  State  of  New  Jsrsey. 

K*$obud,  That  the  ConHnittee  on  Commrrce  be 
iBatraeted  lo  inqoire  into  the  tzpediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  fur  the  removal  of  the  obsime- 
tioaa  in  the  navigation  of  the  sonnd  or  kill  Van 
Knll,  and  in  the  Raritao,  or  Prince's  bay,  between 
the  port  of  Perth \Amboy,  in  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, and  the  port  of  New  York,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  mentioned  in  the  report  of  Captains  Kearney, 
John  D.  Sloai,  and  M.  C.  Perry,  tn  the  Secretary  of 
the  NavT,  dated  December  9, 1837. 

FINANCES  OP  THE  CODNTBY. 

Th*  malntion  submitted  by  Mr.  'Wbiout  on 
Monday  last,  to  refer  so  mnch  of  the  President's 
message  as  relates  to  the  finances  of  the  conntry  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  which  had  been  post- 
poned on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wbbstib,  coming  np 
for  consideration, 

Mr.  WERSTER,  pursnaat  to  bis  intimation  on 
Monday,  when  the  reference  of  so  much  of  the  Pre- 
sident's message  as  relates  to  the  finances  of  the 
eonntry  to  the  Finance  Committee  was  postponed 
until  Wednesday,  rose  to  state  his  vie^s  on  that 
rabject.  He  said,  though  he  was  indaced  to  make 
some  remarks  on  the  President's  message,  especially 
at  this  early  period  of  the  session,  he  bad  no  wish  to 
bring  on  a  prolonged  and  angry  or  exciting  iliscassian 
on  toploi  which  the  message  contained;  bat,  as  the 
message  of  the  President,  which  hal  been  laid  be- 
,  fore  ttiem,  contained  an  elaborate  and  plausible  de- 
tence  of  the  whole  course  of  the  Administration  on 
thesabjectof  the  fiuaoces  and  the  currency  of  the 
eonntry— as  it  dealt  with  the  topics  of  banks  and 
banking  excesses,  of  trade  and  commerce  and  spe- 
culation, with  S'.ate  debts,  and  the  dangers  to  be 
apprehended  from  that  source,  and  the  Sub-Trea- 
snry,  or  the  Independent  Tr^tsury,  as  it  was  some- 
times called,  he  wi«hid  to  make  a  few'  observa- 
tions. But  he  proposed,  on  the  present  occasion, 
to  deal  with  some  of  these  topics.  So  far  as  they 
nay  be  snpposed  to  affect  the  merits  and  character 
of  the  Administration,  they  had,  as  he  understood 
it,  beeB^passed  upon  by  the  eoontry,  and  he  had 
now  no  disposition  to  reargue  them,  or  any  of 
them;  nor  did  he  wish  to  enter  into  an  inquiry  as  to 
what  might  be  supposed  to  be  approved  or  disap- 
proved by  the  result  of  the  election  which  they  had 
so  reemtly  wimessed,fur  his  purpose,  especially  on 
the  present  oseasion;  it  was  enoa|h  for  him  that  it 
was  the  disposition  of  the  coo  a  try  to  cbaoge  the  Ad- 
ministration. All  be  proposed  to  do  was  to  make 
aome  remarks  on  that  part  of  the  message  respect- 
ing the  ftnanoes  of  the  country,  and  to  speak  of  the 
present  state  of  things  in  regard  to  that  important 
branch  of  the  public  service  with  no  recurrence  to 
the  past,  with  no  speculation  for  the  future;  yet  l^e 
anpposed  a  proper  forecast,  a  proper  disposition  to 
provide  for  what  is  before  ns,  in  all  questions  in  re- 
lation to  the  revenue  and  finances  of  the  country, 
connected  itself  with  all  inquiries  and  observations 
of  that  sort  Now,  with  this  view,  he  wished  to 
make  a  few  remarks  upon  the  message,  and  it 
■eemed  necessary  to  premise  them  with  a  few  pre- 
liminary obeeivations;  bat  they  shonld  be  very 
short 

Now  it  appeared  to  him  that  an  unfounded  im- 
pression, an  erroneous  sentiment,  both  as  to  mat- 
ters of  opinion  and  of  fact,  might  be  commnui- 
eated  to  the  people  by  the  message  before 
them.  In  ihia  point  of  view  he  wished  to  make  a 
remark  on  what  it  contained,  or  on  part  of  wht.t 
it  contained.  On  the  eighth  page  of  the  message, 
which  represents  that  the  great  diitinctive  princi- 
ples er  differences  characterizing  public  men  in 
this  country,  is  that  some  have  had  a  constant  ob- 
jection, from  the  foundation  of  our  Ooremment,to 
oiake  and  maintain  a  pnblic  debt,  and  that  others 
had  -had  a  contrary  object  Now  this  was  an  un- 
fonnded  impntation  on  those  who  in  past  time  bad 
administered  tlte  Ooveriiment  of  this  eonntry.  He 
says: 

"I  have  deemed  this  brief  summary  of  our  fiscal 
afikirs  necessary  la  the  due  performance  of  a  duty 
specially  enjoined  upon  me  by  the  Constiintion. 
It  will  serve,  also,  to  illustrate  more  fully  the  prin- 
eiplea  by  which  I  have  been  guided  in  reference  to 
two  contested  poiauinoar  public  policy,  whidi 
▼f te  ewliett  ia  ibeir  developmeDt,  and  b«T«  been 


more  important  in  their  consequences,  than  any 
that  have  arisen  under  cur  complicated  and  diJB- 
cnlt,  yet  admirable,  system  of  Qovernmeni:  I  al- 
lude to  a  national  debt,  and  a  national  bank.  It 
was  in  .hese  that  the  political  contests  by  which  the 
country  has  been  agitated  ever  since  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  in  a  great  measure,  originated; 
and  there  is  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  the 
conflicting  interests  and  opposing  principles  thus 
marshalled,  will  continue,  as  heretofore,  to  produce 
similar,  if  not  aggravated,  consequences." 

About  a  National  Bank  he- (Mr.  W.)  would  say 
nothing  at  present,  but  there  they  were  officially 
told  that  what  had  been,  and  what  was  likely  to  be, 
the  great  contested  qaesiion  in  this  eonntry,  was 
whether  there  shall  or  shall  Aot  be  a  national  debt, 
Now  he  submitted  to  the  good  sense  and  candor  of 
that  body,  whether  any  patty  ever  did  exist,-  or 
does  now  e;(l5t,  to  whom  it  could  be  fairly  impuied 
as  an  object  per  st,  as  a  thing  desiiable,  to  create  a 
national  debt  Since  the  Declaration  of  our  Inde- 
pendence, in  all  time  past,  what  was  our 
history?  The  first  national  debt  was  contracted 
in  Holland  during  ih<  war,  by  John  Adams.  Did 
any  maA  donbt  ihe  proptiety  of  that,  in  the  then 
circumstances  of  the  country?  Was  there  any  Se- 
nator that  doubted  the  propriety  of  obtaining  that 
loanf  Then,  again,  there  was  ih:  debt  contracied 
for  the  pay  due  to  the  Revolutionary  army  after 
onr  Government  was  established,  by  the  Conti- 
nental Congiess:  there  were  also  the  debts  contract- 
ed during  the  progress  of  the  war,  by  the  States,  for 
carrying  on  the  war;  and  provision  was  made  to 
pay  ihue  debt.*,  because  they  were  debts  contrac'ed 
in  the  progress  of  the  Revolution.  Could  any 
man  oppo.se  that,  or  say  there  wa*  any  thing  u.i- 
reasonat>le  or  improvident  in  obtaining  loans  to 
enable  the  Government  to  carry  on  the  la;e  war 
wid>  Great  Britain?  Now  contrast  one  party  with 
another  in  the  hi<tory  of  our  Governmem,  aiid  he 
could  not  but  think  it  singularly  unfortunate'  that 
so  mnch  of  what  looks  like  impntation  should  be 
contained  in  this  message  which  comes  from  the 
head  of  an  Administration,  which  Administration, 
so  lar  as  he  knew,  was  the  first  that  ever  existed 
under  ihi&  Government,  that  had  begun  a  national 
debt  in  a  time  of  profound  peace. 

But  to  proceed  to  iha  actual  state  of  the  finances 
of  the  country.  The  message,  though  it  does  not 
call  the  obligations  of  the  country  a  permanent 
debt,  while  speaking  in  earnest  terms  against  the 
commencement  of  a  public  debt,  do:s  admit  out- 
standing Treasury  notes,  beariag  interest,  to  the 
amount  of  four  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars;  and 
he  thought,  connected  with  this,  there  were  other 
important  and  leading  truths,  very  useful  to  be 
considered  by  ihce  who  would  judge  wisely,  and 
who  would  look  to  the  future  providently  in  regard 
to  the  finances  of  the  country.  And  the  first  truth, 
in  point  of  importancf,  he  thought,  was  that,  for 
some  years  past,  the  expenditures  of  the  Qovem- 
meut  had  greatly  exceeded  the  income  of  the  Go- 
vernment. He  was  not  then  about  to  argue  the 
qnei^tion  whether  the  expendltuies  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  extravagant  or  not;  whether 
they  had  been  reasonable  or  unreasonable. 
He  looked  at  the  subject  io  a  financial  point 
of  view,  and  be  there  s'.ated  that  their 
experience  of  the  result  of  the  administration 
of  the  Gkivernment  and  the  action  of  Congress 
for  the  last  four  years,  showed  that  the  expendi- 
ture^-  of  the  Government  exceeded,  at  the  rate  of 
at  least  seven  millions  of  dollars  a  year,  the  in- 
come of  the  Government;  and  thi^  might  be  easily 
demonstrated.  They  knew  that  froai  the  eom- 
mencement  of  January,  1837,  there  was  in  the 
Treasury,  reserved  by  the  deposite  act,  six  millions 
of  dollars.  The  intention  was  to  reserve  five  mil- 
lions, but  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  his 
eompntaiion  somewhat  in  advance — he,  therefore, 
did  not  ascertain  exactly  what  would  be  in,  and  it 
turned  ont  that  there  was  something  about  six  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  Ihe  Treasury  about  the  1st  of 
January,  1837.  Then  events  occurred  which  led 
Congress,  in  September  of  1837,  to  "pass  a  law  to 
repeal  or  qualify  the  law  of  June,  called  the  depo- 
site act,  to  retain  or  bring  back  to  the  Treasnry  the 
fourih  instalment  of  the  deposites  to  the  States, 
araoanting  to  nine  milliou  of  dollar^.    Xbey  also 


found,  by  a  commnnication  now  before  them,  tliat  i 
the  amount  of  stock  belonging  to  the  United  States 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  for  wbidi  : 
bonds  were  given  to  the  Treasury  by  the  PreridsM  i 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  which  bonds  have  been  since  paid,  was  eight 
millions  of  dollars,  which  from  that  (oaree  had  i 
been  received  into  the  Treasury.  Now  these  were  i 
pre-existing  funds,  some  of  which  had  aeeroed  to  i 
Government  since  January,  1837;  and  they  might  i 
add  the  sums  he  had  alrrady  mentioned,  as  being 
now  ontsianding  on  Treasury  notes  bearing  inie- 
rest,  and  thus  make  an  aggregate  of  tweniy-eeven 
and  a  half  milliDus  of  dollars  ezpeaded  in  the 
course  of  these  three  and  a  half  or  four  years,  ex* 
cepting,  of  course,  what  may  remain  in  (ht  Trea- 
sury at  the  end  of  that  term.  That,  then,  was 
nearly  at  the  rate  of  eight  millions  of  dollars  per 
annum  expended  beyond  the  income;  and  what  a 
condition  of  things  was  that.  Suppose  it  shoohi 
goon  ty  the  succeeding  Administration,  or  suppose 
it  should  have  continued  to  go  on  by  the  present, 
if  it  had  remained  in  power;  did  not  eveiy  body 
see  a  great  and  vast  debt  immediately  before 
themi  But  is  this  all— is  this  alii  He 
was  inclined  to  think  that  in  one  respect  it  was 
not  all;  be  was  inclined  to  think  that  the  Treasury 
had  not  duly  distinguished,  in  one  important 
branch  of  its  administration,  what  may  be  eaUei 
Treasnry  fnnds,  or  United  States  funds  proper,  aad 
trust  fund  set  apart  by  treaties  by  precise  treaqr 
siipala>ions,  for  the  benefit  of  certain  Indian  tribes. 
He  thought  the  Treasury  had  taken  to  its  own  «•• 
cjunt,  as  ail  income  of  Government,  what  did  pro- 
perly belong  to  another  account;  what  did  properly 
belong  to  a  trust  fond,  which  (Government  had  sti- 
pulated by  treiUes  to  invest  in  stock,  soiLetimee 
nndrr  its  own  guarantee,  for  the  benefit  of  Indian 
irib&i.  Tnis  made  it  necessary  to  look  a  little 
into  the  trust  fund  provided  for  the  Indians  by  oer- 
tain  treaties,  for  at  least  there  were  several  of 
them.  He  should  recnr  to  one  or  two  of  the  most 
important,  and  simply  state  how  matters  stand 
by  the  evidence  contained  in  documents  communi- 
cated to  Congress.  Now,  by  recurring  ts  offisial 
reports  from  the  Departments  to  Congress,  they 
found  there  was  invested  in  State  stocte,  for  Ttp^ 
rious  tribes,  from  the  year  1833  to  the  year  1837, 
by  the  War  Departmen^  the  sum  off  1,820,7(3  16. 
Now  he  did  not  complain  of  this  investment  He 
observed  that  there  a  premism  paid  on  these  stocks 
of  |47,441  76;  but  he  observed  that  Indiana,  Ken- 
tucky, and  New  York  stocirs  were  purdaaed  at  a 
discount  of  half  percent  Alabama  and  Arkansas 
stocks  were  purchased  at  par;  Missouri  stock 
was  purchasetL  at  3  44-100  premium;  Maryland 
stock  at  from  3  to  l$l  premium;  and  Mioigaa 
stock  at  8  per  cent,  premium.  Now,  he  snpposed 
it  was  very  probable  that  the  difference  in 
these  rates  might  arise  from  the  difference  in  the 
rate  of  interest,  for  some  of  them  were  at  5  per  aent. 
and  some  at  six.  He  saw  that  New  York  wen  at 
five,  and  he  blieved  Maryland  were  at  six. 

They  found,  also,  that  there  was  invested  in  State 
stocks  np  to  April  lltb,  1838,  for  the  Chiekasaws, 
by  the  Treasury  Depaitment,  the  sum  of 
$1,934,141  03  The  premium  paid  for  these  stoeks 
was  $34,537  51.  The  United  Sutes  received 
from  this  tribe  from  the  sales  of  their  lands,  to 
1st  January,  1838,  $2,498,000  06;  stock  and 
pri-miom  $2,038,678  54;  leaving  nninves'ed 
$369,32152,  which,  Mr.  Woodbury  says,  "has 
become  irixed  np  in  the  general  fnnd''  of  the 
Unied  States.  It  may  be,  for  he  thought  he  bad 
somewhere  heard  that  $94,000  more  had  been  in- 
vest'd.  He  believed  the  treaties  with  ihe  Indians 
stipulated  that  the  proceeds  of  their  lands,  of  wliat- 
Eoever  amount,  should  be  invested  in  permanent 
stock,  bearing  interest  of  not  less  than  5  per  oeat 
and  to  be  perpetually  held  for  the  use  of  the  Indians. 
Now  it  appeared  that  instead  of  Inepiog  a  sepa- 
rate account  of  this  irusr  fund,  the  proceeds  of 
these  sales  were  all  passed  in  the  general  receipts 
and  acconnts  of  the  Treasury;  and  that  expeiuMd 
in  the  purchase  of  stock,  for  the  purpose  of  this 
investment,  was  charged  on  the  other  side  of  the 
account  This  is  a  nutier  of  account,  and  of  book- 
keeping, which  may  or  may  not  be  thought  eozraei; 
bt  sboaldJuiTe  (apposed  (b»t  it  wonld  have  bent 
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tjwt  and  proper  to  have  kept  a  separate  ac- 
eoimt  of  that  trost  foikl,  as  every  man  who  is  a 
inutee,  if  be  means  to  administer  his  trast 
aecoraiely  and  properly,  would  do;  bat  he  sap- 
posed  ibat  was  not  a  matter  of  paramoant  impor- 
taaor — 4t  was  a  matter  of  aconois,  and  of 
bo  k-Aaepiag;  bat  if  these  things  be,  as  he  gathered 
troni  (heae  doenments,  there  was  this  sum  of  be- 
tween 1300,000  and.400,000  not  invested,  which  re- 
naiiird  under  the  stipulations  to  be  invested^  And 
then  as  to  tht  rate  at  which  these  sums  or  slocks 
wett  pniehased  by  the  Treasary  Department.  Ala- 
bama bonds  purchased  the  31st  of  March,  1836, 
were  parchased  at  a  premium  of  four  and  a  half 
per  cent.;  other  Alabama  bonds  parchased  immedi- 
ately afterwards,  in  the  language  of  the  Secretary's 
lepjrt,  pairita^ed  at  a  premium  of  four  per  cent.; 
otbeisMtc  7di  of  May,  1836,  at  tb^ee  and  a  half  p?r 
cent,  prminm;  others  purcha«ed  on  the  39ih  of 
March,  1837,  at  one  per  cent,  discount;  Tennessee 
bonds  wese  purchased  at  par;  Ohio  bonds  at  above 
devM  per  cent,  advance;  pait  of  the  Maryland 
bonds  at  three  per  cent,  disconni,  and  part  at  above 
fonrteen  per  cent,  advance.  He  did  not  see  the 
Uou  stated  at  which  this  last  purchase  of  Maryland 
bonds  was  made.  This  was  made  by  the  Treasary 
Department,  bat  thea  as  to  the  oiher^^ — 

Mr.  WRiaUT  inquired  what  documents  the  bo< 
Borable  Sena'or  allnded  to. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  replied,  Docament  2,  of  1839, 
and  Docament  4,  of  1836.    He  then   resumed: 
It  would  seem,  iben,  that  ojr  the  several  treaties,  the 
dales  ot  which  he  found  In  the  doeameats,  and  aU 
be  beUeved  in  1837  and  1838,  they  had  stipulated 
10  invest  the  money  promised  to  be  paid  for.  land, 
in  iUMka — per maaent  stocks  bearing  inieresi,  and 
seme  of  ibea  under  their  own  guarantee.    Hf  re, 
Aen,tbe  Dniied  Statesstood  indebted  to  these  Indian 
tribes  ibe  whole  amonnt  which  ihoy  promised  to 
give  for  the  land  of  the  Indians,  which  they  had 
eeded  to  the  United  States  and  passed  over  under 
our  land  law,  and  a  Urge  portion  of  which  he  sup- 
posed had  been  disposed  of— at  any  rate  they  had 
obtained  the  land  and  promised  the>e  tribes  the 
sans  oontraeled  with  them,  and  which  they  bad 
promised  to  invest  in  permanent  stock,  bnt  which 
they  bad  not  done;  and  instead  of  making  appro- 
piiationa  at  any  time  heretofore  to  buy  this  stock, 
the  Treasary  Department  had  contented  itself  with 
making  such  an  appropriation  as  would  defray  the 
annual  accruing  interest  that  the  United  States  was 
debtor  to  ih:  tribes.    Now   the  value  for  |3,580,> 
100  had  actually  been  furnished,  and  this  was  a  debt 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  and  was  to  be  added  to 
whatever  else  of  debt  existed  against  the  Govern- 
laenl.    He  did  not  mean  to  say  it  was  a  debt  that 
wa*  to  be  paid  to-morrow  or  the  next  day,  bnt  it  was 
a  debt  which  the  Qovemment  was  bound  to  pro> 
vide  far  in  some  reasonable  time:  it  .was  a  debt 
eaatraeled  in  1837  and  '38,  and  Government  was 
at  this  monaent  under  the  obligation  to  raise  money 
and  bay   the  stock  and  hold  it  for  the   use  of 
tbel  ndians.    Large   quantities  of  the  lands  of 
eight  tribes  have  been  sold,  and  the  money  has  been 
cwriad  to  the  Treasury,  and  audited  as  national 
iaeooM  to  the  United  States,  instead  of  being  ia- 
TCBied  for  the  use  of  the  tribes,  leaving  this  heavy 
charge  sUU  to  bh  borne  by  the  Treasury.    The 
balance  of  the  proceeds  of  the  s.\l«8  of  the  lands 
of  the  Winnebagoes  alone,  amounts,  as  he  under- 
stood the  accounts,  to  (1,100,000.    Mo  part  of  this 
has  been  invested;  the  Treasary  credits  it  as  so 
Btaeh  money  received  on  general  account,  and 
leaves  the  means  of  raising  the  money  to  fulfil  the 
treaty  by  buying  the  stocks,  to  the  next  Administra- 
tion.   Now,  if  this  be  so,  theie  is  another  snm  of 
$300,000,  also,  as  he  believed,  d«e  to  the  Se»w 
of  the  Mississippi,  onder  the  treaty  of  September, 
lft37,  which  has  not  been  invested,  according  to 
Ihe  siipu'atioB  of  the  treaty.  And,if  this  too  be  ro, 
the  result  of  all  thi<  is,  that,  to  the  outstanding  debt 
on  account  of   Treasury  notes  in  the  first  place, 
must  be  added  this  Indian  debt,  a  proper  provision 
for  which  ought,  in  all  fairness,  and  In  good  faith, 
to  be  made  in  a  reasonable  time.    And  that  there 
were  other  d<bls  outstanding  which  must  soon  be 
provided  for,  be  snppoaed  noboby  would  donbt. 
There  was  the  debt  on  account  of  public  works 
lad  other  contracts;  there  ver*  UD|>aid  expenses 


growing  out  of  the  operations  of  the  army  in  Flori- 
da, and  Indian  depredations  on  the  Sonthern  and 
Southwestern  frontier,  and  he  supposed  that  no- 
body doubted  that  these  were  to  be  provided  for; 
and  also  other  great  amonnts  of  unliquidated  debts 
and  claim?,  on  account  of  which  they  might  ex- 
pect large  demands.  He  understood,  then,  that 
there  was  a  debt  existing  over  this  country  in 
various  shapes,  some  for  borrowed  money,  some 
of  which  bad  grown  oiit  of  stipulations  by  treaty.and 
some  anliquidated  demands  growing  out  of  a  great 
variety  of  loatces,  amouating  to  a  great  amount, 
all  of  which  was  to  be  provided  for.  Now  be 
agreed  with  all  that  was  said  in  the  message,  of  the 
gieat  impolicy  in  a  time  of  peace  of  comateocing 
a  public  debt;  but  it  did  seem  to  him  exiraordi- 
nary  and  inappropriate  to  admonish  others  in  that 
strain  against  commencing  a  pubUc  debt  wi<b 
these  facts  presented  to  their  view,  becaure  he 
supposed  nobody  would  act  on  that  as  a  point  of 
principle,  bat  of  expediency;  and  there  was  no 
difference  as  to  the  form  of  the  existing  dfebt, 
whether  it  assumed  the  shape  of  stock  for  a  term  of 
a  few  years,  or  Treasary  notes  renewable  or  ex- 
pected to  be  renewed  from  time  to  time  as  they  be- 
came due;  or  if  there  was  a  difference  on  the  point 
of  expediency,  then  he  differed  much  from  those 
who  acted  on  the  present  system,  as  to  which  was 
Ihe  most  expedient;  for  the  1'reasury  note  system 
was  not  the  cheapest  system  to  borrow  money. 
Now  this  existence  of  a  debt  was  as  old  as  the  Ad- 
ministration itseli';  this  Tieasnry  note  debt  began 
when  the  Administration  began.  From  the  first 
aetsioD,  called  in  September,  and  from  the  date  of 
the  first  bill  aathorizio'  the  issue  of  Treasary 
notes,  in  September,  1837,  down  to  the  .  present 
time,  there  has  been  no  moment  when  the  Govern- 
ment has  not  been  in  debt  for  borrowed  money;  and 
if  he  understood  either  the  message  or  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  to  the  Tteasury,  it  is  not  now  expect- 
ed that  this  debt  can  be  (>aid,  if  then,  earlier  than 
MarA,  1842;  tecaase,  if  he  nndentood  the  re- 
commendatii  n  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury- 
whatever  soft  words  be  used — :be  sum  and  sub- 
stance of  it  was,  ihere  must  be  a  new  issue  of 
Treasury  notes,  to  enable  the  Government  to  be 
free  from  embarrassment  this  time  next  year.  Now 
he  mast  confen  that  h«  thought  the  scope  and  ten-' 
deney  of  the  remarks  in  the  message,  in  thii;  parti- 
eulBr,go  to  produce  an  erroneous  impression  in  the 
public  mind.  Here  were  a  series  of  stropg  obser- 
vations ran  out  ihrooghoat  many  pages  a  ainst  a 
pablic  debt — against  the  commenesmeat  of  a  pub- 
lic debt;  and  reasons  were  given  to  show  that  when 
a  national  debt  was  once  commenced,  its  inevitable 
tendency  was  to  increase  in  ma^itode.  All  this 
might  be  very  true  of  the  debt  already  begon  and 
exis'iog  now,  and  under  such  eircnmstances  of  the 
country  as  may  indnce  the  fear  that  it  may  soon  be 
a  large  one.  But  what  was  to  be  the  result  of  this 
impressioni  They  knew  there  were  large  outstand- 
ing items  to  be  charged — they  knew  there  were 
these  sums,  which  they  woald  be  called  upon 
t«  pay  under  the  Indian  stipulations;  and  there 
were  otSers  which  would  not  be  broogbt  together, 
and  presented  in  the  aggregate  as  a  charge  on  the 
Govemmsni,  for  some  months  to  come.  Was  it 
intended  then  to  forestall  public  opinion,  and  oat 
of  what  will  appear,  when  collected  and  summed  np 
hereafter,  to  be  a  large  pablic  debt,  composed  of 
chM^es  for  which  the  existing  Qovemment  is  lia- 
ble, to  make  it  stand  as  a  public  debt  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  Qorernment  posterior  to  the  4th  of 
Blareh,  18411  He  hoped  there  was  no  snch  inten- 
lien;  he  did  not  impute  snch  intention;  but  he  laid 
the  scope  and  tendency,  the  general  drift  of  the 
message  was  that  way.  Bnt  so  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, he  should  take  special  and  good  care  to 
prevent  such  a  result.  He  should  recommend,  un- 
doubtedly, that  a  new  set  of  books  be  opened — that 
there  should  be  what  merchants  call  a  "rest" — 
tSa(  what  had  been  contracted  and  stipulated,  and 
what  bad  been  collected — what  bad  been  received 
and  expended  to  March,  1841,  should  stand 
against  each  other,  and  after  that  period  that  the 
balance,  if  favorable,  shoald  be  called  the  aam  ao- 
camalaied  by  the  proviflence  of  the  Administration, 
and  should  be  pas%d  to  its  credit;  bat  if  the  result 
wtreoihtrwiK,  and  there  were  a  debt,  then,  in  all 


fairness,  the  Administration  should  still  stand  on 
i'smeriii,  and  the'debtshonid  be  denominated  the 
debt  of  1841,  whether  it  stood  in  Treasury  notes, 
or  in  any  other  shape,  making  it  the  duty  of  (3o- 
Ternmeat  to  provide  for  it. 

In  one  or  two  other  respects  Im  Ihooght  the  mec- 
>age  was  calenlated  to  produce  <iaite  aa  erroneous 
impression.  It  would  be  foand  slated  on  the  fifth 
page,  in  as  mitigating  a  phrase  as  can  be, — or,  per- 
haps, he  shoald  say  mit  gated,— that  this  outstand- 
ing debt  of  four  and  a  half  millions  of  detlan  is 
not  vet  due.  Why,  they  all  knew  that;  but  thea 
again  it  is  said  that  this  four  and  a  half  millions, 
after  all,  does  not  amnnnt  to  so  macb,  by  twenty- 
three  millions,  as  the  United  States  have  in  deposite 
with  the  States.  Now  be  asked  the  Sinale,  and  if 
he  could  he  would  ask  the  President  himself,  whe- 
ther he  meant  to  recommend  Congress  to  withdraw 
that  deposite  from  the  Staici,  or  part  of  it,  to  meet 
this  oatstandiag  debt,  and  as  a  fond  out  of  which 
he  meant  to  recommend  the  discbarge  ef  any 
charge  on  the  Treasury)  He  (Mr.  WKasma) 
found  no  recomaiiendation  of  such  ^course;  why 
then  the  connectionl  The  four  and  a  half  ra  llions, 
says  the  President,  is  lets,  by  twenty-three  millions, 
than  the  snm  which  the  United  Stales  have  in  de- 
posite with  the  Slates.  There  is  noih'ng  in  that 
remark,  unless  h«  meant  to  refer  to  that  as  a  fond 
out  of  which  the  four  and  a  half  millions  were  to 
be  paid.  Why  put  them  together  unless  he  means 
the  deposites  as  a  fund  out  of  which  the  four  and  a 
half  millions  are  to  be  paid;  ^d  if  he  means  to 
intimate  tha',  does  he  recommvnd  it)  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasary,  too,  treats  this  sum  in  depo- 
site with  the  Slates  in  the  same  way;  he  speaks  of 
it  as  money  in  the  Treasury.  Look  at  his  report, 
and  at  the  tables  in  his  report.  Why,  he  makes 
out  a  statement  which  includes  the  38,000,000  in 
deposite  to  the  States.  Now,  what  can  be  Ihe 
u>e  of  that  form  in  the  Treasury  accoonisl  When 
an  oflbser  of  a  Department  of  th«  Government 
makes  out  his  accounts,  and  presents  a  staisaieat 
of  the  condition  of  the  Trea&iuy,  and  the  means  of 
the  Treasary,  he  (Mr.  Wkbstcb)  supposed  be 
would'Con&ne  himself  to  a  statement  of  the  sums 
already  in  the  Treasary,  or  likely  to  accrue 
to  the  Treasury  under  existing  laws.  But 
this  sum  of  twenty-eight  millions,  which  had 
passed  ta  the  States  under  the  law  of  1836,  no 
more  eonld  go  to  the  Treasary  than  any  other 
sum  in  the  hinds  of  the  State.".  He  (the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury)  knew  it  could  not — ha 
knew  an  act  of  Congress  was  as  necessary  to  pro- 
doce  that  fund  as  to  produce  direct  taxes,  or  the 
receipts  of  the  custom-house.  This  was  not  under 
the  power  of  the  Treasury  to  use  it  for  its  own  pur- 
poses, than  as  directed  by  law.  What  was  the 
purpose,  then — for  parposs  he  presumed  there  must 
be — in  presenting  this  twenty  three  millions  as  a 
fund  of  the  Treasury,  as  though  the  Treasary  De- 
partment could  exercise  power  over  ill  For  what 
purpose  was  this  sum  mentioned  in.  a  statement, 
made  to  ascertain  what  the  Government  owes,  and 
the  means  of  payment,  or  part  payment?  Was  this 
referred^to  as  a  means  of  payment,  unless  it  was 
meant  to  say  that  Congress  may  pB8s.a  law  for  its 
recalil  Until  that  was  done,  it  was  well  known 
that  it  was  no  more  available  to  the  Treasury  than 
vere  new  duties  at  the  castom-h«use  before  a  law 
was  passed  for  their  collection;  and  it  .could  not  be 
made  to  defray  any  chaig^  on  the  QoveromenI, 
until  Congress  exercised  this  power.  He  did  hope- 
he  had  desired  for  years  to  see,  and  he  hoped  he 
one  day  should  see,  a  mode  of  stating  theae  Trea- 
sary accounts,  giving  the  plain  facts  and  state- 
ments, and  leaving  mach  less  to  guesses  aboai  the 
future,  and  mach  less— he  would  not  say  attempts 
to  conceal  and  mystify — bat  of  forms  and  phrases, 
tiie  result  of  which  was  to  mystify. 

Agaia:  thoogh  the  Secretary  pretty  clearly  inti- 
mates that  there  must  be  a  present  or  immediate 
resort  to  Treasury  notes,  the  result  of  his  delibera- 
tions is,  that  if  Coagresi  wish  to  avoid  ihe  ntoes- 
sity  ef  either  a  resort  to  the  cusiom-hoasc  or  of  new 
loans,  he  has  a  remedy  in  reserv.- ;  and  that  is  to  re- 
duce the  ezpendiinres  of  tha  Government  below 
the  estimates- below  his  own  estimates  t  Why 
this  was  pretty  mneh  like  a  e«M  which  happeaed 
last  year,  when  tbejr  were  told  that  the  e^ii^ttei 
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bad  bern  reduced  to  the  losrest  po»ible  scale,  and 
ret  that  ihcy  bad  kept  vithin  that  scale. 

Bat  there  was  another  remark  on  the  sixth  pa|>e 
of  the  messajte,  which  he  thooght  deserved  a  pass- 
iDg  notice.  The  President  says,  to  accomplish  the 
great  object  of  keeping  the  expenditures  wiihin  the 
income,  two  ihings  are  indispensable:  "First,  that 
the  action  of  the  Federal  GoTemment  be  kept 
wiihin  the  boondaries  peeseribed  bjr  iu  fouDders." 
Well,  now  be  supposed  that  this  doty  of  keeping 
the  action  of  the  Federal  Gkrernment  within  the 
bonads  of  the  Consiitat!on,  was  an  absolute  daty; 
not  of  terms  aod  circumstances,  and  conditiam, 
bnt  always  peremptory —always  mandatory.  What 
was  the  inference  to  bedrawol  If  they  wished  lo 
keep  down  the  expenditures,  and  the  Treasury  was 
low— if  they  wished  then  to  keep  within  the  Coa- 
•titation,  whatifit  were  fulll  Would  ihey  transcend 
the  Constilatiogt  There  was  no  one  liniit  to  their 
duly  in  this  respect,  whether  the  Treasury  were 
fall  or  empty,  ihey  were  not  to  be  templed  to  tx- 
eeed  ihe  bounds  if  the  Treasury  were  full — they 
were  not  t<Ae  deterred  from  coming  up  to  it  by 
an  empty  Treasury. 

Again,  there  was  another  important  omission,  a^ 
it  stnck  him,  in  the  message,  to  which  he  wished 
to  call  attention.  The  President  sayt  that,  in  addi- 
tion to  a  decrease  in  the  revenue,  "two  and  a  half 
millions  of'duties  have  been  relinquished  by  two 
biennial  redactions  under  the  act  of  183^^''  Be  it 
ao;  but  did  the  President^id  thfy  not  all  know 
that  there  was  before  them,  within  a  year,  a  much 
greater  rsUnqoishment — if  that  was  the  proper 
phrase— of  dniieF,  and,  within  a  year  and  a  half,  a 
still  greaier,  and  last?  Did  they  not  see,  thetefore, 
from  the  ex'stence  of  the  debt  already  contracted, 
in  some  form  or  anothrr,  against  the  Qovernment, 
and  fk'om  these  certain  redactions  of  dnties — if  the 
law  should  remain  unaltered,  and  nothing  should  be 
done  about  it — did  tfacy  not  ^e  that  a  cafe  was  be> 
fore  the  country  which  would  rrqnirc  all  the  wis* 
dom  of  Congress,  and  some  effort,  to  enable  it  to 
discharge  a  good  deal  of  its  obligaiion»'i  But  he 
saw  no  recommendation  of  any  increase  of  duties 
on  articles  of  luxury,  such  as  silks  and  wines,  nor. 
any  proposition  in  any  other  way  made  to  provide 
for  these  demands  on  the  Treasury  now  before 
them,  and  some  of  them  near  at  hand.  Here,  then, 
the  result  of  the  whole  is,  that  the  President's  expe- 
riinee  for  the  fonr  years  of  his  administration  has 
shown  him  that  the  revenues  of  the  Government 
ate  not  adequate  to  its  expenditures— hi* 
experience  has  shown  him  the  necessity 
•f  expending  seven  millions  a  year  beyond  ihe  in- 
come; that  the  countiy  is  running  right  into  the 
jaws  of  debt,  and  that  there  is  ,'no  prospect  of  in- 
creasing the  revenue  whatever,  no  means  of  reduc- 
tion pointed  out,  and  yet  the  message  contains  an 
earnest,  an  ardent,  and  a  general  admonition  not  to 
create  a  pnblic  debt.  Now  he  (Mr.  Wkbjtir) 
knew  not,  of  course,  what  was  expected  to  be  done 
to  meet  the  contingencies  which  most  arise,  as  ihe 
Secretary  says,  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  next 
year,  but  he  supposed  the  suggestion  would  be  fol- 
lowed, authorizing  the  emission  of  Treasury  notes. 
He  (Mr.  Wibstbb)  would  much  have  preferred, 
himself,  that  other  provision  should  have  been 
made;  especially,  as  he  had  often  said  lo  the  Se- 
nate, that  a  tax  should  be  laid  on  French  silks  and 
Freiwh  wines;  bat,  if  nothing  of  this  sort  were  done, 
the  time  was  coming  when  piovisionmnst  be  made 
from  another  vsource.  He  hoped  these  liabilities 
would  te  provided  for  fairly  and  fully  during  this 
session  of  Congress;  he,  for  one,  should  deprecate, 
a«  Tery  incoavenient  and  expensive,  tl^e  beine  dri- 
ven to  an  extra  session  of  Congress,  and  be  hoped 
thoM  having  the  power  at  this  time  would  make 
tneh  reasonible  provision  as  that  that  necessity 
would  be  obviated. 

M  Mr.  WRIGHT  said  there  was  a  single  topic 
touched  by  ihe  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  and 
but  one,  on  which  he  desired  further  information 
before  be  attempted  the  reply  which  his  remarks 
called  for.  If  it  was  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  Se- 
nator, therefor*,  he  wished  that  the  further  cooside- 
ration  of  the  subject  might  the  postponed  oniil  to- 
morrow. If,  however,  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the 
Senate  to  take  the  vote  to-day,  he  would  proceed 
with  his  remarks. 


Mr.  WEBSTER  and  the  Senate  gcLcrally  ac- 
qoirsced  in  the  postponement. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOUN, 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
WiDNEsoAT,  December  16,  1840. 

After  ill:  journal  had  been  read, 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  te 
permit  him  to  call  ap  for  consideratirn  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  submitted  by  him  on  last  evening, 
and  on  which,  owing  to  a  simultaneous  motion  to 
adjourn,  no  aciion  vax  had: 

Raolvtd,  Toat  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  this 
House,  so  far  as  may  be  compatible  with  the  pnblic 
iiiterest,  copies  of  all  documents  in  the  Department 
of  Stale,  showing  the  origin  of  any  political  rela- 
tions between  the  United  Statec  and  the  empire  of 
China — the  first  appohitment  el  a  eonsnl  lo  reside 
at  or  near  Canton — whether  such  consul,  or  any 
O'her  subsequently  appointed,  has  ever  been  re- 
ceived or  recognised  in  that  capacity,  and  the  pre- 
sent relations  between  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  and  that  of  the  Cele»tial  Empire. 

Objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was  not 
considered. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  then  presented  by 

Mps<!rs.  EVANS,  RANDALL,  PARRIS,  and 
CLIFFORD,  of  Maine. 

Messrs.  EASTMAN  and  ATHSRTON,  of  New 
Hampshire. 

[Mr.  Athcrton  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
Perry  fur  a  pension;  referred  to  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions.] 

Messre.  WINTHROP,  PARMENTER,  LIN- 
COLN, ADAMS;  CUSUma,  and  BAKER,  of 
Itf  &S8&  cb  u  sc  1 1^* 

Mes^.  TILLINQHAST  and  CRANSTON,  of 
Rhode  Island. 

Messrs.  SMITH,  BOARDMAN,  and  TRUM- 
BULL, of  Connecticut.  w 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Vermont. 

[Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Dr.  Hall; 
referred  lo  Committee  of  Claims:  the  petition  of  T. 
W.  Oebbs  and  others  for  an  alteration  of  mail 
route;  referred  to  the  Commiuee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads:  ths  petition  of  A.  B.  Haswell  in 
behalf  of  himself  and  other.*,  hciis  of  Anthony  Has- 
well, praying  that  the  fine  and  costs  which  was  paid 
by  him  after  conviction  on  an  indictment  nnder  the 
sedition  law,  be  p«id  to  them;  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  thn  Judiciary.] 

Messrs.  FILLMORE,  CURTIS,  GRANGER, 
BARNARD,  ELY.  HOFFMAN,  WAGNER, 
BRBtVSrER,  MALLORY,  RUS3ELL.  GRIN- 
NELL,  MONROE.  PRENTISS,  PECK,  and 
STRONG,  of  New  York. 

[Mr.  Prentiss  presented  the  petition  of  Rufus 
Henry,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  who  was  an  Ar- 
tificer in  the  service  daring  the  lata  war  with 
Greit  Britain,  prayine  to  be  placed  on  the  Ust  of 
invalid  pensioners.  OfRnlhTaylor,widow  of  Samu- 
el Taylor,  a  Revolutionary  pensionsr,  and  Dorothy 
Wolibur,  widow  of  Abraham  Wolibnr,  a  Revolu- 
tionarv  pensioner,  praying  the  benefits  of  Ihe  act  of 
July,  1838.] 

[Mr.  P.  J.  WioNsa  presented  Ihe  petition  of 
William  J.  Stilwell,  praying  for  a  pension  for  in- 
venting in  1796  Ihe  "centre  board"  or  "slip  keel," 
now  in  common  nse  m  river  and  coasting  v«s.'eb: 
referred  lo  the  Commitiee  on  Commerce.] 

[Mr.  Stroro  presented  the  petition  of  sundiy 
iobabitants  of  the  county  of  Wayne,  in  the  Stats 
of  New  York,  for  an  appropriation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  harbor  at  Pulteneyville  on  Like  On- 
tario; which  was  refened  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

[On  motion  of  Mr.  Strong,  the  petition  of 
Ebenezer  P  ere?,  for  half  pay  as  a  soldier,  from 
December,  1783,  to  May  1818,  now  on  file,  was  re. 
ferred  li  the  Commitiee  on  Invalid  Pensioss.] 

M«R«r.i.  MARCH  AND,  PAYNTER,  HOOK, 
BEATTY,  HENRY,  anil  WAGENER,  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Messrs  JOHNSON,  DENNIS,  and  CARROLL, 
of  Maryland. 

Mews.  HOPKINS,  TALIAFERRO,  R1V£S, 
and  HUNTBR,  of  Virginia. 


[Mr.  HopKiHs  presented  the  petitioii  of  soadiy 
citizens  of  Albemarle  county,  Va.  praying  for  Um 
establishment  of  a  post  route  from  Charloticsriile 
to  Harrisonburg;  the  petition  of  ciliztns  of  Nelson 
county,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  post 
route  from  Mount  Hovel  to  Stannien,  in  A.agasta; 
memorial  of  A.  Sammons,  of  Teonessee,  praying 
Congress  for  relief  as  one  of  the  secariiiea  of  a  de- 
faulting postmaster;  memorial  of  Asa  and  Jabez 
L.  White,  of  CoDneciieut,  prayint  to  b«  released 
from  their  contraet  for  carrying  the  United  States 
mail;  memorial  of  J.  F.  Caldwell,  of  Virginia, 
prayine  for  relief  under  sundry  contracts  with  the 
Post  OfiSce  Department  for  the  transportatioa  of  liie 
United  Stales  mail;  memorial  of  Blmand  Raffia, 
of  Virginia,  for  equalizing  the  postage  on  newspa- 
pers, etc:  all  referred  to  the  Cammittee  on  Ihe 
Post  Office  and  Post  Road:.] 

Messrs.  DAWSON  and  uOOPER,  of  Oe^'igia. 

Mesors.  ANDREWS,  GREEN,  and  J.  6. 
THOMPSON,  of  Kentttoky. 

Messrs.  J.  L.  WILLIAMS,  W.  B.  CAMP- 
BELL,  and  C.  H.  WILLIAMS,  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  GOODE,  of  Ohio. 

Messrs.  RARIDEN,  WICK,  and  DAVIS,  of 
Indiana. 

[Mr.  Oavjs  presented  Ihe  petitions  of  0.  de  la 
Halilandiere,  John  Johnson,  Sarah  L*8lie,  James 
McCn:cheon,  Hannah  Preble,  John  Wilson,  and 
John  M.  Wilson;  all  of  which  were  severally  re- 
ferred to  the  appropriate  committees.] 

Messrs.  CASEY  and  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois. 

[Mr.  RxTNLcDs  presented  Ihe  petition  ot  snadiy 
citizens  of  Jackson  county,  Illinois,  stating  that  a 
considerable  quantity  of  low  land  in  said  oounly  is 
inunilaied  annually  with  the  waters  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  other  streams,  so  that  said  land  is  co- 
tirely  useless  to  ihe  United  S  ales  Government  and 
the  c.tize.'iS.  The  water  remaining  stagnant,  causes 
much  sickness  in  iha  neighborhood.  Mar4i  of  said 
land  has  been  in  market  lor  upwards  of  one  (ounh 
of  a  century.  The  petitioners  pray  a  grant  of  said 
land  to  a  company,  to  enable  said  company  to  le- 
claim  the  same,  and  thereby  to  render  the  neigh- 
borhood healthy.  Said  petition  was  lefencd  lo 
the  Committee  on  the  Pnblic  Laiuls.] 

[Mr.  Ci<xT  presented  the  petition  of  Jeremiak 
Fields  of  Illinois,  praying  the  correction  of  an  er- 
roneous land  entry;  which,  on  hit  motion,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
Also,  the  petition  of  John  H.  Murphy  and  Thos. 
McKibbin  of  Vermillion  county,  Illinois,  prsyiog  i 
ri'lief  in  case  of  a  mail  contract:  referred  lo  Ihe 
Commitiee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roadr.] 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi  asked  leave  to 
offer  a  resolution  directing  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  to  inqn're  into  the  expediency  of  ic- 
portiog  a  bill  prohibiting  the  admission  of  liMevi- 
dence  of  colored  persons  oa  trial  by  conn  martials. 

Objeetiun  being  made,  the  resolution  was  not 
received. 

Messrs-.  CRABBE,  CHAPMAN,  and  DEL- 
LET,  ef  Alabama.  » 

Mr.  MILLER,  ofMissoari. 

Mr.  CRO%,  of  Aikanias. 

Mr.  DOTY,  of  Wiskonsin. 

The  several  States  having  now  been  called, 

Ths  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  next  basinets  in 
order  was  the  resolution  of  the  genilemin  from 
Ma.<sachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams]  calling  foriofornuf 
lion  inlbrmatiun  in  respect  to  our 

COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS  WITH  CliiNA. 

The  resolution  having  been  again  read,  (see 
above,) 

Mr.  AD.AMS,  after  some  remarks  showing  tbe 
importance  of  ascertainiag  what  are  ihs  true  po- 
li'i.'al  and  commercial  relations  between  this  Go- 
vernment and  China,  observed  it  was  highly  desi- 
rable in  the  present  criiical  state  of  affairs  with  the 
latter  country,  that  we  should  know  whether  onr 
Consul  had  been  recrgnised  by  it  or  not.  He 
wished  to  know  the  exact  footing  on  which  we 
stand.  Mr.  A.  in  adverting  lo  some  documents 
piesented  at  the  last  session,  said  he  believed  it 
appeared  from  one  of  them,  that  when  onr  Consnl 
was  about  to  present  a  memorial  (torn  Amerieta 
citizens  at  Canton,  he  was  directed  by  the  autho- 
rities 10  palce  the  name  of  the  Emperor  of  Cbioa 
tw  inehtt  hightr  than  l6e  name  of  th,:  President  of 
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dw  Duled  States.  I'his  he  ihonght  was  the  (rue 
gfoaad  of  war  now  lagisg  between  Oreat  Britain 
aad  China — this  (>1aciog  the  name  "two  inches 
h'-gbei" — (hi^  boasted  sapeiioriiy  abore  every  na- 
titw  on  eanh. 

Bat,  eontinoed  Mr.  A.  I  hope  lo  see  the  day 
when  this  boastei  claim  to  soperiority  shall  cea>e, 
tad  that  at  least  ihe  name  of  the  President  of  (he 
Usiied  States  shall  be  written  on  a  parallel  Vnt  with 
that  of  the  head  of  ihe  Celtstial  Empire.  Mr.  A. 
aid  that  in  offering  the  resoloiion  he  was  aetoated 
tf  ao  motive  hat  a  desire  for  iDformation  as  to 
what  waa  passing  between  the  United  States  and 
China  at  this  lime,  and  whether  any  officer,  repre- 
Kotiag  the  interests  of  tbij  coontiy,  had  been  re- 
eoeniwd  by  that  power. 

Mr.  COSHINO  was  glad  that  his  colleague  bad 
iatrodneed  the  resoloiion  calling  for  information  on 
to  iaiportant  a  rabject.  He  thought,  however, 
that  iafonnation  not  Irst  valaable  might  be  ob- 
taiacd  from  the  files  of  the  Navy  Department,  and 
hoped  an  amendment  woold  be  accepted  to  em- 
brace that  Depanmeni.  He  therefore  proposed  to 
■nend  the  resolaiion  by  adding  "State  or  o:hei 
Depaitaaents." 

Ikia  aaieBdnieni  was  accepted  by  Mr.  ADAMS, 
aid  the  rewlntion,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted, 

Mr.  DAVIS  of  Indiana  moved  to  rreonsider  the 
Twe  bf  whieh,  on  yesterday,  the  bill  inlrodoced 
by  lir.  Hamt,  for  establishing  a  uniform  rule  rf 
■ataializaiioB,  was  refened  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
aittee. 

At  the  suggestion  of  several  member?,  Mr.  D. 
eoBsenied  that  the  motion  should  lie  over  until  to- 
nonow. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  submitted  the  following  resola- 
tioas  whieh  were  agreed  to: 

Xaatetd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
ditceud  to  report  to  this  House,  «hat  "subordinate 
caMoai-boaseoffiofrs  b^vc  been  dispensed  with  with- 
in the  period  of  two  years"  past,  to  which  he  refers  in 
his  late  report  on  (he  state  of  the  finances;  and  what 
had  been  ihe  rate  of  compensation  previously  paid 
to  these  officers  for  their  services.  And,  also,  what 
additional  number  of  costom-honse  olUcers  have 
beea  appointed,  or  employed,  within  Ihe  same  pe- 
riod, in  the  several  collection  ditiricts  in  the  United 
Suies,  aad  at  what  rates  of  compensation,  with 
Ihe  dates  of  their  appointment  and  employment,  I 
respectively.  Also,  in  wba(  cases,  and  to  what  ex- 
tent, "(he  compensation  of  officers  and  light-hnase 
keepen  has  been  reduced."  And,  alfo,  in  what 
^asrs  (if  any)  the  compensation  to  any  officers  in 
his  Department  employed  in  the  collecii  >n  of  the 
cnstoms,  or  otherwise,  has  been  inr^eaud.  And  that 
be  present  the  reqniied  information  in  sash  (nftu- 
Im  ftftn  as  to  .exhibit  ihe  comparative  namber 
of  officers,  and  the  amount  of  their  compen- 
ntion  in  each  co'Ieciiim  district,  at  Ihe  com- 
■enoement  and  close  of  the  said  period  of  two 
years  next  preceding  the  date  of  the  said  annual 
report  on  the  finances,  and  also  the  relative  cost  of 
eoUeetiag  the  revenue  from  customs  (o  the  amount 
of  revenue  collected  each  of  (he  last  two  years, 
compared  with  the  cost  of  collection  and  the 
amonnt  collected  annually  since  the  4:h  day  of 
March,  1835.  And  that  he  also  inform  this  Honse 
what  officers  "new  employed  in  the  collection  of 
daties,  whose  further  services,  it  hai  been  believed, 
eonld  be  safely  dispensed  with,  in  cooteqaence  of 
Ike  reduction  of  late  jears  at  the  different  places 
iriiere  they  are  stationed,  may  be  discontinued, 
whose  offices  cannot  b*  dispensed  with  without  new 
IcgislatioD." 

BtfttU,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  inform  this  House  under  what  superin- 
tendence the  enstomhottses  in  New  York  and  Bos- 
bm,  respectively,  are  being  constructed;  the  nam- 
her  and  names  of  the  commiisioners  employed  to 
aapoiatend  the  oonstmciion  of  said  castom-hon^es; 
the  time  they  have  been  so  employed;  and  the  com- 
fCMation  paidio  each, 

Mr.  DELLBT  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
lioB,  whieh  was  agreed  to: 

fttuhtd,  Thai  the  Jodiciary  Committee  be  in- 
i^acted  to  inquiie  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
kg  the  time  for  completing  the  census  in  those 
■Met  or  distriets  where  Uw  same  has  been  pre- 


vented by  sickness,  or  other  causes  which  the  offi- 
cers having  that  duty  in  charge  could  not  control. 

Mr.  DELLET  give  notice  of  his  intention 
either  to  morrow,  or  on  some  subsequent  day  qf 
the  session,  to  ask  leave  to  introduce 

A  bill  to  relinquish  to  Alabama  the  two  per 
csnt  fund  reserved  by  the  act  of  lier  admission  into 
the  Union,  lo  be  applied  to  the  making  of  a  road  or 
roads  leading  to  the  Sta'e; 

A  bill  fur  (he  relief  of  (be  Selma  and  Tennessee 
Railroad  Company;  and 

A  bill  making  appropria(ions  for  completing  the 
improveirenisofthe  hatbor  of  Mobile, 

Mr.  PBTRIRIN  submit'ed  ihe  following  reso-. 
tion,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Raolced,  That  (he  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  ins(rue(ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
ducing the  fees  and  einoluments  of  district  attorneys 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  directing  such  fees  and 
eroolnments  beyond  a  limited  amount  to  be  paid 
intJ  (he  Treasury, 

Mr.  CLIFFORD,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the  State 
of  Maine  for  (he  servicer  ol  her  militia;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  (he  Committee  en  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr.  COOPER  of  Oeorgia  submitted  (he  fullowing 
resolution,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Rttolvei,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  communi- 
caie  to  this  Honse,  at  as  early  a  day  as  may  be 
convenient  to  ibe  Department,  a  list  of  the  reserva- 
tions under  the  Creek  treaty  of  March,  1832,  which 
remain  unsold,  together  with  the  valuaticni  iheeof, 
made  under  the  authority  of  Qovemor  Carroll,  for- 
mer agen',  and  the  names  of  the  perwns  making 
such  valoations,  the  time  at  which  ibc  same  were 
made,  and  ihe  remarks  of  said  valuations  in  each 
case. 

tUtolvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  report  (o 
this  Hoobe  what  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
set.lement  of  the  confiiedng  claims  for  Creek  re- 
servaiions  betwixt  J.  C.  Watson  and  Co.  and  other 
claimant.';  at  which  (ime  a  special  commission  was 
appointed  to  adjudicate  the  same;  wbo  is  the  per- 
son appointed;  wbatber  be  bas  received  his  per 
diem  pay;  and  at  what  rate  since  his  appointment, 
and  at  what  time  bis  duties  under  said  commission 
will  probably  be  brought  to  a  close, 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  submitted  the  following,  whieh 
was  agreed  te: 

Jteioiwd,  That  the  Committee  on  Ihe  Judiciary 
be  instrooied  to  inquire  into  the  exped  eney  of 
making  farther  provision  by  Uw  for  iha  trial  of 
crimes  in  the  district  courts  of  ihc  United  S!atrs. 
Also,  farther  provition  for  the  institution  of  civil 
and  admiralty  powers  in  said  coarts. 

Mr.  TILLINGHASTcalTedup  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution,  Enb|nitted  by  him  on 
the  10  h  inst. 

Seiolted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  re- 
port to  Ibis  House  how  far,  and  in  what  manner, 
the  act  passed  a(  the  last  session,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  (ha  collection,  safekeeping,  transfer, 
and  disbarsement  of  the  public  revenue,"  has 
been  carried  into  execution;  whether  any  bnild- 
ings,  additions  to,  or  alteratiens  in,  buildings 
therein  authorized  or  required,  have  been  com- 
menced; at  what  cost,  or  contracts  iherefor  made, 
or  orders  therefor  given,  and  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions of  such  contracts  and  orders;  what  number 
of  clerks,  special  agents,  and  other  officers, 
agenis,  or  servants,  have  been  and  now  are  em- 
ployed under  the  provisions  rf  said  act,  or  for  aid 
in  carrying  the  same  into  effect,  and  where,  and 
fh>B  what  times,  and  at  what  compensations; 
whether  each  and  eveiy  of  the  ofBcers  who  are 
therein  required  to  give  bond  havegiven  bond,  and 
the  snm,  sarete^,  and  lime  of  deliveiy  of  each 
bond;  and  wbo,  if  any,  have  not  given  hood; 
whether,  in  the  collection,  or  keeping,  or  transfer, 
or  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,  or  any  por- 
tion (heieof,  since  said  act  has  been  in  force,  any 
bank  has  been  re:or(ed  lo;  and,  if  bo,  what 
bank  or  banks,  to  what  extent,  and  in  what  manner, 
and  what  propositions  have  been  made,  if  any,  to 
any  bank  therefor;  and  setting  forth,  also,  in  what 
specific  mannor,  whether  gold  or  silver,  or  notes  or 
certificates,  or  other  and  what  evidences  of  depo- 
site  or  credit^  all  or  any  of  (he  reveane  baa  ben 


collected  or  actually  passed  from  the  hands  of  the 
person  or  persons  from  whom  ihe  same  was  due, 
to  the  hands  of  the  officer  or  officers  charged  with 
the  immediate  collection  thereof,  since  said  act 
has  been  in  force,  distinguishing,  as  nearly  as 
may  be,  how  much  has  been  so  collected  and  % 
paid  in  each  specific  matter  or  medium  of  pay- 
ment; also,  setting  forth  bow,  and  in  what  places 
or  offices,  and  under  what  actual  and  per- 
sonal custody  or  keeping,  all  and  any  and  each  por- 
tion of  (he  revenue,  moneys,  and  assnrances,  or 
evidences  of  debt  or  obligation,  nave  been  kept 
during  said  time;  and  how  and  by  what  rgencies 
and  aid,  and  what  forms  and  proces,  and  on  what 
terms,  cunditiocs,  and  cost  of  exchange  or  lran<!fer, 
and  in  what  specific  matter,  whether  gold  and  stiver, 
or  notes  or  certificates,  or  other  and  what  evi- 
dences, all,  and  any  portions  thereol,  hare  been  in 
said  (ime  disbursed  and  transferred.  . 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  saw  no  benefit  which 
could  posjibly  be  derived  fr  .m  (he  adoption  of  ihe 
le-ioluiion.  All  the  effect  it  would  have  would  be 
(o  furni'.h  the  clerks  in  (he  ^Treasury  Department 
with  employmenl  for  (he  whole  winter.  Wiihojit 
meaning  any  disrespect  to  the  gentleman,  he  (Mr. 
V.)  considered  the  resolution  was  offered  in  the  in- 
qutsitoiial  spirit  of  a  true  Yankee,  and  was  just 
what  might  hare  been  expected  from  such  a  quar- 
ter. The  whole  was  supererogatory,  and  he  did 
not  believe  (he  informaUon,  if  obtained,  would 
have  the  least  iaflaence  on  the  gentleman  in  the 
vote  he  might  give.  He  woold  repeat,  that  the  in- 
formation sought  was  nnnrcessary,  and  imposing  a 
supeifloous  labor  on  the  Department,  and  if  it  was 
now  pressed,  he  would  Ceel  bound  to  v<^  against  it. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  advocated  the  resolaiion 
and  contended  that  the  information  sought  for  was 
highly  desirable.  In  the  coarse  of  his  remarks, 
Mr.  T.  alluded  to  the  resolution  recently  intro- 
duced for  the  rrpeal  of  the  Independent  Treasury 
law,  on  which  question,  he  urged,  the  recent  elec- 
tions of  the  whole  body  Of  Whigs  had  turned. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  denied  that  the  Whig  elections 
had  turned  upon  that  principle.  The  law  in  ques- 
tion had  not  been  made  the  issue.  No  pledj;e  had 
been  given  by  the  Whigs,  from  their  candidate  for 
the  Presidency  downwards,  for  it  was  well  known 
ihrougboot  the  country  that  when  interrogated  as 
to  his  principles,  be  refused  (o  give  any  answer 
whatever. 

Mr.  MORGAN  thought  tbe  issue  bad  been  made 
at  least  in  the  district  of  Cincinnati,  where  the  peo- 
ple had  elected  one  Pendleton  in  the  place  of  that 
gentlemsn. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  he  denied  it.  It  was  not  so, 
and  he  conlU  maioiain  it. 

The  question  being  on  the  adopiicn  of  the  reso- 
lation, 

Mr.  a/  »  "o  » ii«ti  i^-Tcd  to  lay  it  on  tbe  Uhle. 

Mr.TOLAND  moved  a  call  of  Ibe  Bouse 

Mr.  OALBRAITH  then  withdrew  bis  mJtion, 

Mr.  BEATTY  renewed  it. 

Mr.  TOLAND  persisted  in  bis  motion  for  a  call 
of  the  House;  and,  on  the  qaestion  being  put,  there 
was  no  quorum. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOPKINS, 

Tbe  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thorsdav,  December  17, 1340. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  in  c(  mpliarce  with  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  May  9,  1936.  of  tbe  ex- 
penditarrs  made  from  the  contingent  fand  of  the 
Senate  for  the  year  ending  December  7,  1840; 
which  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  a  docoment  in  rela- 
tion to  the  claim  of  Loomis  and  Qay;  which  was. 
ref<  rred  lo  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  the  memorial  of  Gurdon 
S.  Hubbard  and  oihers;  which  was  referred  to  Ihe 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  KNIGHT,  tbe  peiitaon  of  a 
namber  of  merebants  and  navigators  of  Prov  • 
dener,  Rhode  Island,  now  on  file,  was  referred  lo 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

-Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  preecnted  tbe  petition 
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of  B.  P.  Skinner,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  CUtima. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  petition 
•Dd  papers  now  on  file  oi  Praoois  A.  Harrison, 
vei«  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  LINN,  in  parioanre  of  prerioos  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intiodnce  the  follow- 
ing bills; 

A  bill  to  ootttione  in  force  the  "Act  for  the  final 
•djasiment  of  private  land  c'aims  in  Missoari," 
approved  July  19,  1832;  and  the  act  snpplemenlal 
thereto,  approved  March  2,  1833; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  a  patent  to  the 
heirs  or  legal  representatives  of  Francis  Rivard, 
deceased; 

A  bill  fo^  the  relief  of  Gregiire  Sarpy,  or  his  le- 
gal representatives; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Migael 
Eslava; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sebastian  Batcher; 

A  bill  for  iherelief  of  Thomas  P.  Copes; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bogy; 

A  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  the  hrirs  of  Joseph 
Thompson,  sr.  deceased,  to  a  certaii^  tract  of  land 
in  Miseouri; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Pierre  Bnnbomme; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshaa  Kennedy,  assignee 
of  Cornelius  McCartin;  and 

A  bill  to  confirm  to  George  Tucker,  his  heirs  or 
assigntes,  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Alabamsi. 

These  bills  were  severally  rrad  twice,  and  re- 
fened  to  the  Commiitee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  DAVM,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  ior  the 
relief  of  the  Plumb  Island  Bridge  and  Turnpike 
Company;  which  was  read  ttrice,  and  referred  to 
the  Commiuee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  DAVIS  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  be 
would  ask  leave  to  introdaca  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  E.  Nourse; 

A  bill  to  increase  the  compen>aUoa  of  certain  of- 
ficers  of  the  revenue  service;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Winthrop  and 
others,  directors  of  an  association  called  the  New 
England  Mi^issippi  Land  Company. 

Mr.  PRESTON  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
executors  of  De  Thomas  Cooper,  praying  that  a 
certain  sum  of  money  exacted  as.a  fine  under  the 
sedition  law  may  be  refunded. 

Mr.  P.  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  l>gal 
representitives  of  Thomas  Cooper,  deceased,  and 

A  bill  fur  the  relief  or  Col.  Georg;  Crrghao. 

Mr.  LINN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  be  would 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  establish  a  new  land 
district  in  the  State  of  Missoari. 

Mr.  PRENTljS,from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sioiw,  to  which  was  referred 

A  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  invalid  pr n- 
tions  in  certain  cases; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  L-muel  White; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Barnes;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Waller; 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  P.  also  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would 
a*k  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
McLood. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  the  petition  on  the  subject  had  been  re- 
flsrred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hannah 
Laighton;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  W.  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mary  Pretiyman;  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  PIERCE,  from  the  Commiitee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  referred  petiiiuns  on  the  subject,  re- 
ported 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Collins;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bassett; 
whidi  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  P.  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would  ask 
have  to  introdnoa  the  fallowing  bills: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Billings; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  SamtMl  Crapin; 


A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Neal,  widow  of  Sa- 
muel Neal; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  TyW  Spafford; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Allen; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Snow,  widow  of  Jo- 
nas Snow;    ' 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Jamison,  widow 
of  Samuel  Jamison; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Rand;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McClanahan. 

Mr.  P.  ia  pursuance  of  previous  nolice,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  "a  bill  for  ihe  or- 
ganization of  a  company  of  Sappers,  Miners,  and 
Pontoniers." 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  memo- 
rials on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  charters  of  Ihe  Banks  of  the  District; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  KING,  in  .pursuance  of  previous  noiic, 
a:^ked  and  obtained  leave  ,to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  corporate  authorities  of  the  city  of 
Mobile;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

Mr.  MOUTON  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  be 
would  ifk.  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 

.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  de  Passau  of  Lou- 
isiana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Morgan  of  Lou- 
isiana; 

A.  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charbs  Morgan  of  Lou- 
isiana; 

A  bill  to  confirm  claim  to  lands  in  the  District 
between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers; 

A  bill  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  the  OaB' 
cbita  land  district,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana; 

A  bill  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  Lon- 
ifiana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  Baptis'e  Grainger; 

A  bill  for  the  rdief  of  the  heirs  of  Madame  De 
Lusser,  and  their  legal  representatives; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Juan  Belgar; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  heirs  and  repre- 
sentatives of  William  Conway; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Babio; 

A  bill  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  the 
Greenburg  Land  District,  State  of  Louisiana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Comptoo,  assignee 
of  Ginigues'Flaujac;   . 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  Baptist  Comeao; 

A  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  John  Baptisle 
Lecompte  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Louisiana;  and 

A  bill  Tor  the  relief  of  the  legal  reprrsentatives 
of  Thprese  Malette,  widow  of  Gaspard  Pbeole. 

Mr.  NORVBLL,  in  pursuance  to  previous  no- 
tice, askel  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce 

A  bill  to  authorize  Ihe  issuing  of  a  patent  to 
Joseph  Campan  (or  a  tract  of  htnd  in  Michigan; 
and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jos?i'h  Campau; 
whirh  were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  N.  also,  on  leave,  introduced 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Laventnrr,  Ebe- 
nezer  Childs,  and  Linns  Thompson;  which  w*s 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commitiee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  N.  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would 
a<ik  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  improvement 
of  certain  harb'>rs  on  the  lakes. 

Mr.  YOUNG  save  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
wruld  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Isabella  Hili  widow,  end  John  Hill,  Elizabeh 
Hill,  and  Samuel  Hill,  children  and  minor  heirs  at 
law  of  Samutl  Hill,  deceased. 

Mr.  FULTON  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
woDld  ask  leave  to  in'roduce  a  bill  to  authorise  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  to  sell  the 
lands  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  use  of  schools 
in  that  Sate. 

Ml.  WHITE  submitted  the  following  isolation; 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Raohtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  inform  the  Senate  whether  instructions  have 
lately  been  given  by  that  Department  to  the  super- 
intendents of  harbors  and  rivers  for  the  constrnc- 
tion  and  improTement  of  which  cppropriations 
have  been  heretofore  made,  and  which  are  yet  an* 


finished;  and  te  the  superintendents  of  the  Cumber- 
land road  for  the  sale  of  machinery,  imptt-menis 
and  materials  used  in  the  construction  of  said 
work.<;  and  by  what  authority  such  sales  were 
ordered;  together  with  a  comparative  statement  of 
Ihe  aggregate  cost  of  the  same,  and  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales;  and  whether  such  salei  w»re  made  ia 
contemplation  of  an  abandonment  of  the  Airtber 
improvement  of  said  works. 

Mr.  FULTON  submitted  the  following  resolm- 
tion;  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Jtiie<D{d,  That  the  Commiitee  on  Commerce  be 
igsimcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
ah  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hoa- 
piial  at  the  town  of  Napoleon,  on  the  Misrissippi 
river. 

Mr.  YOUNG  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  additional  compensation 
to  the  registers  and  receivers  of  the  several  land 
offices  of  the  United  States  in  cases  where  their 
annual  compensation,  including  the  per  cent.,  al- 
lowed on  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  shall  not  in 
the  whole  amount  to  the  sum  of  one  tlioaaaad  d»l- 
lars. 

The  bill  for  the  establish  ment  of  a  psrmaiMitt 
prospective  pre-emption  law,  was  taken  up,  and 
the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering  ii  to  a 
second  reading  being  withdrawn,  it  was  read  a 
second  li  me,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pab- 
lie  Lands. 

FINANCES  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

7%e  resolution  sabmitied  by  Mr.  Wtuaar  on 
Monday  last,  to  refer  so  much  of  the  President's 
message  as  relates  to  the  finances  of  the  country 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  which  had  been  post- 
poned on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  coming  ap 
for  consideration, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  WcBsrca,)  had  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  open  this  discussion  upon  the  mes«ge  of 
the  President,  pending  a  simple  motion  to  refer  the 
portions  of  it  to  which  he  had  alluded,  to  the  appro- 
priate Committee  of  the  Senate,  under  the  appre- 
hension expressed  by  him  that  the  publication  and 
distribution  of  the  statements  and  views  of  the 
President  might  produce  erroneous  impressions 
upon  Ihe  minds  of  the  people  of  the  country.  A 
similar  apprehension  entertained  by  Mr.  Waianr 
as  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator,  moved  him  to 
make  this  reply  to  that  gentleman.  A  belief  that  , 
his  remarks  were  calculated  to  give  errcneons  im- 
pressions as  to  the  message,  and  the  fiscal  condition 
of  the  country  at  the  present  lime,  made  it  his  duty 
to  notice  rotne  of  the  positions  and  arguments  of 
the  honorable  Senator,  and  to  correct,  as  far  as  be 
might  he  able,  the  errcrs  of  fact  and  conclusion, 
which  seemed  to  him  to  have  been  committf^. 
This  he  intended  te  do  as  briefly  as  possible;  and 
in  the  discussion  he  shoald  endeavor  to  imitate  the 
courtesy  which  had  so  clearly  distingui.^'hed  the  lan- 
guage and  manner  of  the  honorable  Senator. 

The  Senator  first  referred  to  page  eight  of  the 
message,  where  the  President  ipeaks  of  a  National 
Debi  and  a  National  Bank.  The  Senator  did  not, 
at  that  time,  consider  it  wiihia  his  object  to  make 
any  remarks  in  reference  to  the  President's  obser- 
vations as  to  a  Bank;  bat  it  was  to  the  views  ex- 
pressed in  the  message  on  the  subjeci  of  a  national 
debt  to  which  bis  alt(;ntion  was  directed,  and  to 
which  his  attention  was  directed  with  that  point  ajad 
force  which  always  characterize  the  SenatorV  inind, 
and  he  might  perhaps  say,  on  this  occasion,  tne  in- 
genuity which  rometimes  characterizes  his  argu- 
ments. He  had  asked  if  the  President  supposed, 
or  if  any  body  supposed,  that  tV.ere  was  a  party  in 
this  country  friendly  to  a  national  debt,  per  $t.  He 
(Mr.  Wrioht)  did  not  believe  that  position  met 
the  President's  remarks  at  all,  for  he  did  not  aa- 
derstand  the  President  as  ofieiing  his  views  and 
urging  his  reasons  againit  the  contraction  and  per- 
petuation of  a  national  debt  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  a  debt  to  be  contracted  for  the  single 
and  sole  love  of  the  debt  for  itself.  He  under- 
stood the  President  as  taking  other  and  higher 
ground,  and  as  endeavoring  to  impress  upon  big 
countrymen,  on  the  ooeaMon  which  called  forth 
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that  message ,  the  eviU  of  debt  under  any  cir- 
eainstMiee&,  bowewr,  amler  whatever  circum* 
ttiiwet,aiMl  for  wbaievtr  consideration  contraei- 
ed,aiii  attempting  to  cjnrinee  tfaem  that  it  shonid 
be  aroided  at  all  times  and  npon  all  oc- 
easioBS,  and  for  all  conxideratioDS,  when  the 
Mfeiy  and  honor  of  the  nation  will  permit.  Such 
k  •i>de(sb>od  to  be  the  drift  and  purport  of  ih; 
■eassKe  apon  this  very  important  topic.  Yet  he 
(Mr.  W.)  was  prepared  to  go  farther  than  the  Pre- 
nknt  had  gone,  and  say  what  he  bad  not  said. 
HewonU  say,  not  that  there  u  a  political  parly  in 
this  eoantry  in  favor  of  a  national  debt,  per  le; 
tat  that  there  are  infn-tsd  in  this  eonntry  so  in  fa- 
TOf  of  a  national  debt — interrsts  which  ever  bad, 
do  BOW,  and  ever  will  favor  the  existence  and  p:r- 
petoation  of  a  national  debt,  per  u.  for  itself,for  the 
adviaiages  they  derive  from  it.  He  believed  those 
iatereatt  existed  in  every  civilized  eonntiy — he  be- 
lieved they  were  ever  active — and  he  believed  ihey 
eowtitnted  an  infloenca,  against  which  it  was  ene 
of  the  prominent  objects  of  the  President  to 
warn  CoogreK  and  the  coantry.  What  an 
thoce  interesis  which  naturally  favor  a  nation- 
al debt,  ptr  m;  a  national  debt  for  itself,  and  for 
(he  benefit  to'  be  derived  from  its  ezisteace?  Re- 
tired capitalists,  men  who  have  withdrawn  from 
basiness,  widi  a  capital  which  they  wish  to  pre- 
Hnre  for  themselves  and  their  families,  eoosiimte 
tae  sneii  iatacst.  Soch  persons  naturally  desire 
a  permanefit  and  safe  investment  for  their  money; 
aid  it  is  most  raiioiuil  that  they  should  vastly  pre- 
fer their  coantry  as  their  debtors,  if  it  be  of  f;ood 
^mlmp  aad  credit,  to  any  other.  Look  at  Eog- 
iiod.  What  supports  and  perpetuates  the  aris* 
toctaey  of  wealth  there  but  the  British  national 
debiT  It  rests  opoa  the  debt,  and  could  not  be  sus- 
tained without  v.,  and  the  indebtedness  of  the  c<itiQ- 
tiy  is  its  strength  and  power.  Mr.  W.  said  hespcke 
aotof  this  interest,  as  now  ezieiing  in  this  country, 
ia  censure;  it  was  as  natural  as  existence  iislf;  it 
,  Bust  grow  op  in  every  prosperoa]  community; 
vill  ever  exist  in  some  lorm,  and  can  only  be 
corbed  and  controlled  by  a  people  and  Qovern- 
■eat  f^  from  debt. 

Bat  was  there  not  another  interest,  and  an 
important  one  in  every  comniercial  commn- 
■iqr,  which  was  benefited  by,  and  therefore 
wa*  ia  favor  of  the  existence  of  a  national 
debt  for  itselfi  He  spoke  of  that  great  interest 
eonoeeted  with  foreign  commerce,  and  desirous  of 
a  aiediom  ofeonvenient  remittance  between  its  own 
and  foreign  eoontries.  Why,behad  leen  frequently 
the  ntilitj  of  a  national  debt  pressed  upon  the 
emmtry  for  this  cause;  and  quite  rrcently  articles 
had  appeared  in  the  public  newspapers — and  arti- 
cles written  with  great  ability — stating  that  since 
tka  extiagoisbment  of  our  debt,  fluctuations 
ia  our  paper  system  had  been  more  frequent 
aad  more  deleterious,  and  contending  that  the  ex- 
islence  of  a  national  debt,  and  its  influence  on  eom- 
meteial  transactions,  were  necessary  to  give  that 
tyttem  stability.  But  a  year  ago,  a  proposit.on 
vas  dellberatdy  put  forth  of  that  character,  recom- 
mending that  this  country  should  create  a  debt,  not 
a^Iy  to  famish  these  commercial  accommodations, 
bat  orging  that  these  would  be  necessary  incidental 
beaefits,  while  other  great  objects,  valuable  in  the 
aind  of  the  writer,  were  supposed  to  warrant  the 
eoBtraetion  of  the  proposed  debt  of  hundreds  of 
■illioaa.    Tberc  were  not  -all. 

There  was  a  third  interest,  which  embraced 
that  class  of  enterprising,  acute  persons,  who 
seek  a  living,  and  their  fortunes,  by  dealing  in 
sieeirs — the  class  of  brokers.  They,  as  a  class 
of  Bien,  must  be  attached  to  a  national  debt 
ptr  ar,  for  nothing  could  be  more  desirable  in 
(ke  stock  market  than  an  abundance  of  na- 
cisaa]  stocks  and  securities,  and  that  abnndance  of 
dMoiaers,  seeking  investments  and  a  market, 
whida  a  fall  snpply  of  superior  stocks  would  never 
fU  to  presmt  to  that  department  of  trade.  Such 
secarities,  too,  mnst  have  a  tendency  to  keep  the 
prices  of  s  ocks  more  stable,  and  thus  render  the 
j^ttaa  of  the  broker  more  certain,  and  his  calling 
nMfe  safe,  if  not  more  lacrative. 

A  farther  interest,  having  the  same  natural  ten- 
imef,  was  the  money  incorporations  of  the  conn- 
Vf,  mmSHtizti  10  deal  in  stocks  and  eichange,  or 


practically  so  dealing,  with  or  without  authority. 
These  institmi('ns,more  natuially  than  the  brokers, 
must  favor  the  exis'ence  of  a  national  debt,  per  $$, 
inasmuch  as  ihe  profits  of  their  business  would  be 
equally  involved,  while  their  own  stability  would 
be  much  more  essentially  promoted.  He  did  not 
enumerate  ibis  interest  wiih  any  political  reference. 
It  was  an  existing  interest  in  our  country,  and  in 
every  commercial  eonntry  in  the  worlds  and  it 
would,  most  likely,  continue  to  exist,  so  long  as 
trade  and  commerce  existed.  Properly  restrained, 
it  was  a  healthful  interest  to  trade  and  commerce, 
while,  without  restraint,  it  was  a  fearful  interest. 
It  was  always  active,  and  at  tim;s  powerful 
beyond  the  careless  estimate  of  a  cen&ding  people. 
Yet  it  was  an  interest  which  a  people  free  from 
debt  need  not  fear,  but  from  'which  any  people 
loaded  with  debt,  pnbllc  or  private,  had  every 
thing  to  apprehend.  It  was  a  corporate  interest, 
representing  no  feeling  to  which  human  beings  are 
susceptible,  and  destitute,  from  its  nature,  of  all 
hnmaa  sympathies. 

There  was  still  another  interest  which  shonid  be, 
in  his  judgment,  in  favor  'of  a  national  debt 
per  It.  He  referred  to  the  men  and  interests  in  the 
coantry  which  favored  the  establishment  and  pre* 
servaiion  of  a  National  Bank  as  an  institution 
to  regulate  our  currency  and-  credit  He  did  not 
speak  of  this  interest  as  that  of  a  political  party 
in  the  country,  or  as  connected  with  any  existing 
political  party.  His  object  was  to  follow  the 
course  of  argument  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  and  take  a  financial  view  of  the 
topics  under  di.<cns&ion;  and  he  believed  in  his 
heart  that  every  man  who  desired  the  etti^llsh- 
meut  and  perpetnation  of  a  National  Bank  in  the 
United  States,  should  desire,  as  the  only  safe  and 
secure  foundation  for  such  an  institution,  a  perma- 
nent national  debt.  In  his  opinion,  that  was  the 
only  safe  corner  stone,  the  only  secure  defence,  for 
a  National  Bank  in  this  country.  It  was  not  his 
object,  upon  the  present  occa  iion,  to  question  the 
patriotism,  or  purity  ot  purpose,  of  any  iriend  of  a 
National  Bank.  He  woold  not,  if  he  could  avoid 
it,  make  this  discussion  political,  much  less  par- 
tisan. 

He  had  looked  at  oar  own  history,  and  found 
that  a  national  debt  hid  been  the  apology,  and,  as 
he  thonght,  the  controlling  cause,  of  onrttro  former 
National  Bank;;  and  he  believed  farther,  that  the 
existence  and  continuance  of  the  debt  had  given  to 
both  the  mo&t  of  the  permanency  and  stability 
which  they  had  manifested  to  the  country,  as  mo- 
ney institutions  controlling  our  currency  and 
credit.       ^ 

H«  had  also  referred  himself  to  the  pecuniary  in* 
stiiutions  of  England,  and  became  equally  satisfied 
that  the  National  Bank  there  could  not  scsiain 
itself  for  an  hour,  with  its  conceded  power  over  the 
paper  system  of  that  commercial  eonntry,  if  discon- 
nected from  the  British  national  debt.  The  capital 
of  the  bank  consists  of  the  debt,  and  the  country  is 
its  debtor  for  the  credit  it  commands.  How,  then,  is 
the  coantry  to  get  rid  of  the  bank  but  by  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt,  and  bow  can  the  debtor,  though 
the  proudest  Qoremment  in  the  world,  control  the 
creditor,  while  these  embarrassing  relations  exist? 
It  cannot  be  done,  and  hence  the  Bank  of  England 
mnst  be  as  enduring  as  the  debt  of  England. 

So  here.  So  every  where.  When  a  Govern- 
ment is  in  debt,  and  requires  a  permanent  credit 
beyond  its  means  of  payment,  it  may  require  a  0> 
vemment  bank  to  manage  and  regulate  its  fiscal 
afiairs;  to  extend  credit  when  its  necessities  require, 
and  so  regulate  private  business  as  to  make  that  ex- 
tension s,!fe  and  pro&table  to  itself. 

He  mast  then  repeat,  that,  in  his  judgment,  every 
man  and  every  interest,  in  this  eonntry,  favarable 
ts  a  National  Bank  should  be  also  favorable  to  a 
national  debt,  as  the  only  safe  foundation  upon 
which  such  a  superstructure  can  be  erected  with 
any  reasonable  promise  of  permanency. 

He  mnst  conclude,  therefore,  that  there  were 
in  this  country  interests,  strong,  powerfal,  and  ac- 
tive interests,  in  favor  of  a  national  debt  per  le; 
that  these  interests  have  favored,  do  now  fiivor, 
and  will  continue  to  favor  the  contraction  and  per- 
petuation of  a  national  debt  for  the  advantages 
which  they  gsajr  derive  from  it,  and  that  the  Presi- 


dent was  wise  in  warning  his  countrymen  against 
th'nr  influence  in  this  direction,  Other  interests 
might  be  added  to  the  enumeration,  but  these  were 
sufficient  to  elucidate  the  argument,  and  show  the 
danger  to  be  constantly  apprehended. 

The  honorable  Senator,  if  Mr.  WaiasT  had  un- 
derstood him  correctly,  admitted  that  the  views 
of  the  President,  as  expressed  in  bis  message,  upon 
the  subject  ot  a  national  debt,  were  correct  and 
sound,  but  seemed  to  question  his  light  to  give 
them  to  his  countrymen,  beeause,  as  be  contended, 
they  were  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  Adminis- 
tration, and  of  the  President  as  its  head. 

To  prove  this  position,  he  asserts  that  the  pre- 
sent is  the  first  Administration,  under  our  insiitu- 
tion%  which  has  begun  a  national  debt  ia  time  of 
peace.  The  assertion  b  true;  and  yet  is  it  a  fair 
presentation  of  the  point  intended  to  be  discusaedi 
Is  it  calculated  to  do  jastice  to  the  President,  or  to 
his  administrationi  Why  did  not  the  Senator  tell 
us  that  the  administration  of  General  Jackson  was 
tha  first,  under  our  instilntions,  which  ever  paid  a 
national. debtl  It  would  have  beenasime;  and 
yet  the  assertion,  presented  in  this  way,  would  have 
been  calculated  to  do  injostiee  to  every  Adminis- 
tration preceding  that  of  Gkneral  Jackson.  The 
fact  is  that  no  Administration,  prior  to  that  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  had  ever  existed,  under  our  Constitu- 
tion, which  con  Id  begin  a  nationcl  debt,  because 
every  preceding  Administration  had  found  a  Uit- 
lional  debt  in  existence.  Such  a  debt  was  contract- 
ed dnrin;  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  before  our 
present  Gioreniment  was  formed.and  was  first  finally 
extinguished  during  the  administration  of  General 
Jackson;  and  yet  be  believed  he  was  safe  in  saying 
that  every  A'Iministration  bad  borrowed  money, 
and  thus  added  to  the  existing  debt,  and  had  made 
payments  towards  iti  extinguishment.  While, 
therefore,  it  was  true  that  no  Administration,  prior 
to  that  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  had  begun  a  debt,  either 
in  a  timt  of  peace  or  war,  and  that  no  Administra- 
tion, prior  to  that  of  General  Jackson,  bad  paid  off 
and  extin;uivhed  our  national  debt,  it  was  alsj  true 
that  all  Administrations,  as  well  in  peace  as  war, 
had  borrowed  money,  contracted  debts,  and  paid 
debts.  The  simple  assertion  of  the  Senator,  then, 
that  Mr.  Vain  Barents  was  the  first  Administration 
which  had  begun  a  debt  in  time  of  peace,  did  not, 
in  bis  judgment — and  he  pronounced  the  opinion 
with  deference — present  fairly  to  the  coantry  the 
Presideht,  or  his  administration. 

It  might  be  proper  here  to  remark,  that  if  the 
subsequent  positions  of  the  Senator  were  sound,  no 
debt  had  been  begun  under  Mr.  Van  Bnren's  ad- 
ministration, because  a  national  debt  had  not 
ceased  to  exist.  That  which  had  been  treated  as 
our  national  debt  in  our  laws  and  in  our  fiical  ac- 
counts, was  extinguished  during  the  adminis'ralion 
of  General  Jnckson;  bnt  if  the  items  of  Indian  and 
other  claims  referred  to  by  the  (Senator,  are  lo  be 
set  down  as  item;  of  national  debt,  then  his  our 
national  debt  never  been  paid,  and  the  administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Van  Baren  cannot  have  'begun"  such 
a  debt. 

The  true  and  fiiir  question  is,  however,  why 
and  under  what  circumsiarces  has  any  portion  of 
debt  been  contracted  nnder  this  Administration? 

It  would  not  be  necessary  for  him,  Mr.  W.  said, 
to  spend  much  time  in  answering  this  icquiry,  as 
most  of  the  Senators  present  were  members  of  the 
body  in  1837,  and  would  retain  personal  recolleo-. 
tioDsofthe  whole  matter.  All  would  remember' 
ihai  Congress  was  convened  extraordinarily,  for 
the  single  parpose  of  supplying  the  Treasury  and 
enabling  it  to  preserve  the  public  faith  and  honor; 
that  thi.t  call  was  not  made  at  a  time  of  ssarcily  or 
want  in  ihs  public  fund?,  but  when  our  revenues 
were  most  abundant,  when  we  had  millions  on  de- 
po«ite  with  the  banks,  and  millions  due  from  them; 
that  their  inability  to  pay  the  drafts  of  the  Trea- 
surer, in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  Congresfv 
created  the  want  and  compelled  the  call  of  Con- 
gre«;  and  that  the  same  inability  of  the  banks 
compelled  ur,  by  the  admission  of  all,  to  borrow 
money  upon  the  credit  ol  the  people  to  keep  the 
Nationhl  Treasury  ia  operation. 

This  new  debt  was  not,  then,  contracted,  or,  ia 
the  language  of  the  Senator,  "began,"  because  the 
extravagance  of  t^e  Admin^tration  had  ex;p«Dded 
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o«r  rabstanoe.  No,  ba<  beeaase  ooi  trostees — be- 
cause (hose  with  whom  the  money  of  Ihe  people 
had  been  placed  for  safe  keeping,  coald  not  pay 
npoo  demand  according  to  our  lavt — becaore  oar 
millions  upon  millions  were  without  onr  coolro),  in 
the  keeping  of  banking  institaiions,  and  the  credit 
of  the  people  was  resetted  to  to  sustain  the  faith 
and  honor  of  the  country.  What  was  the  eiieot 
of  the  power  then  conferred  upon  the  Administra- 
tion lb  contract  a  debil  If  his  recollection  served 
him,  it  was  (10,000,000.  And  what  were  our 
dues  from  the  banks  alonel  If  be  was  not  mista- 
ken, some  thiiteen  or  fourteen  million  cf  dullars; 
and  beyond  that,  one  of  the  prominent  and  worthy 
objects  of  the  loan  tras  to  extend  indulgeDce  upon 
daty  bonds  to  the  merchants  cf  the  country,  who 
were  equally  distressed  with  the  public  treasury 
from  the  revulsions  of  tbe  lime.  Under  ruch  cir- 
cumstances it  was  that  tbe  present  Adminisuation 
"began  a  debt  in  time  of  peace." 

The  next  position  of  tbe  hrnorable  Senator  is 
that  ih«  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  ex- 
pended mcch  more  icotiey  annually  than  Ihe 
accruing  revenue.  That  be  (Mr.  Wbight)  be- 
lieved to  be  true;  but  he  did  not  proposed 
to  fellow  (hi  Senator  at  all  in  the  data  given 
toprove  tbe  poniion;  he  would  say  what  he 
was  snre  would  not  be  controverted,  ihat  the  Ad- 
ministration had  expended,  year  by  year,  jost  so 
much  and  no  mrre  money  than  Congress >ad  ap- 
propriated and  ordered  to  be  expendeid — that  every 
year  the  appropriations  of  Congress  had  exceeded 
by  millions  the  estimates  of  expenditure  piesenied 
to  it  by  the  Executive  Dfpariments — and  that  it 
was  a  matter  for  Congre«s  to  provide  Ihe  means  to 
meet  the  expendituresitself  directed.  But  it  would 
not  have  been  unjust  to  that  Administration  if  the 
honorable  Senator  bad  said,  in  passing,  thai  during 
every  ye.ir  of  its  existence,  the  mass  of  the  public 
expendi  nies  had  been  maierinlly  and  rapidly  re- 
duced. Tne  expendituies  of  1838  were  ihown  by 
the  President's  message  and  the  Secretary's  report, 
the  two  documents  to  which  Ihe  Senator  had  refer- 
red in  this  discussion,  to  be  less  than  of  1837. 
Those  of  1839  were  some  six  millions  less;  these 
for  1840  bad  been  from  (we  to  three  millions  less 
than  those  for  1B39,  and  the  estimates  for  1841 
were  materially  less  than  those  for  any  preceding 
year.  Th's,  then,  was  both  sides  of  the  book — it 
was  the  present  Administration  as  it  b,  in  refer- 
ence to  expenditure).  During  its  term,  those  expen- 
di'.ares  had  been  undergoing  a  rapid  reduction, 
from  the  coinmencement  of  its  four  years  to  the 
present  lonr.  This  was  a  just  and  entire  view  of 
the  mat;cr. 

Tbe  next  position  taken  by  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor was  the  mcst  material  one  in  his  argument,  and 
without  which  Mr.  W.  might  not  have  felt  himself 
called  upon  to  makelhis  reply.  The  Senator  did 
not  even  assert  his  point;  ba^  in  a  manner  most 
coutteons,  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  Fiesident 
had  made  a  variety  of  mistakes  and  omissions  in 
his  slatemsnt  of  the  present  national  debt,  as  given 
in  bis  message;  that  the  coantry  is,  in  fact,  mors  in 
debt  than  the  Presidentand  Secretary  of  tbe  Trea- 
sury have  represented  it  to  be;  and  that,  without  his 
correction  of  these  mistakes,  these  excesses  of  debt 
might  be  charged  over  to  the  coming  Administration, 
and  the  present  might  retire  under  appearances  more 
favorable  thin  the  facts  would  warrant. 

To  examine  these  opinions  and  apprehensions  of 
the  honorable  Senator,  and  to  try  them  by  the  facts, 
sbon'd  now  be  hii  aim  and  effort,  and  wa^  the 
purpose  which  bad  principally  induced  him  to  ap- 
pear before  the  Senate  upon  the    present  occasion. 

It  .was  admitted  that  the  President  had  referred 
to  the  balance  of  outstanding  Treasury  notes  truly. 
H*  bad  stated  that  the  amount  uniedeemed  did  not 
exceed  four  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars,  but  tbe 
complaint  was  that  he  had  represented  that  as 
tbe  whole  debt  of  tbe  country  at  the  present  time, 
and  as  the  amount  which  would  consiiinte  tbe 
whole  debt  at  the  lime  when  he  should  band  over, 
the  administra.ion  of  its  affairs  to  bis  successor. 
Now,  how  bad  the  Senator  sought  to  show  that  the 
President  had  been  mistaken?  By  referring  t»  what 
was  called  the  trust  funds;  and  principally,  and  he 
believed  entirely,  to  those  portions  of  those  funds 
which  appertain  to  the  Indian;.   In  refereaee  IQ  tbe 


Indian  trust  funds,  he  said  not  that  the  fact  was  so, 
but  thai,  on  examination,  he  was  inclined  lo  be- 
believe  that  portions  of  them  had  heen  actually 
expended  for  the  ordinary  ares  of  the  Treasury,  and 
were  now  a  debt  resting  upon  the  country;  that  the 
moneys  stipulated  by  Indian  treaties  to  be  invested 
had  not  been  all  invested,  bnt  lhat  some  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  dollars  of  those  moneys  bad  been 
paid  out  and  expended,  »nd  were  now  a  debt 
against  the  Treasury.  He  (Mr.  WainjiT)  had 
taken  as  much  pains  to  obtain  informition  upon 
these  points  as  the  lime  which  had  elapsed  since  the 
Senator's  remark;  were  made  would  permit;  and 
as  he  designed  to  state  tbe  facts  fairly,  plainly,  and 
truly,  as  far  as  be  was  able,  and  as  the  various 
Indian  treaties  varied  in  their  provisions  as  lo  the 
trusts  constituted  under  tb^m,  and  conferred  upon 
tbe  United  States,  he  wonid  be  compelled  to  sprak 
of  certain  treaties  and  certain  trusts  separately, 
each  by  itself,  to  make  himself  understood,  and  lo 
enable  others  to  understand  the  facts.  He  would 
refer,  then,  in  tbe  first  place,  to  the  treaty  with  the 
Cbicka<aw  Indians,  as  that  treaty  was  peculiar,  and 
the  trust  constituted  and  assumed  was  novel  in 
our  dealings  with  tbe  Indian  tribes.  In  this  case, 
the  United  Spates  had  become  the  voluntary  trustee 
of  the  Chickasaws,  and  had  ttipuUrid  lo  sell 
their  lands  as  the  public  domain  of  the  United  Siatet 
issold,  to  deduct  simply  the  expenses  of  the  treaty,  of 
Ihe  survey  and  sale  of  Ihe  lands,  and  such  other 
expenses  as  might  be  incurred  for  account  of  the 
Indian?,  not  including  any  commissions  or  other 
compensation  to  the  trustee,  and  lo  account  lo  them 
for  all  the  moneys  which  shall  remain  aoexpended. 
In  other  words,  the  treaty  binds  the  United  States 
to  sell  ne  lands  of  these  lodisns  to  the  best  advan- 
tage, to  account  [to  them  for  tbe  whole  proceeds, 
and  to  manage  such  of  their  cash  funds  as  shall 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  without 
charge  for  trouble  or  responsibility. 

Upon  inquiry  at  tbe  Trea'^ury  Depanmen',  he 
learned  lhat  a  law  of  Congress  had  placed  the  prin- 
cipal, part  of  the  money  to  be  received  under  this 
treaty  in  charge  ef  the  head  of  that  department,  for 
the  purpose  of  investment;  that  small  portions  be- 
longing to  Chichasaw  orphans  and  to  eertain 
members  of  the  tribe  denominated  "incompe- 
tent Chickasaws,"  remained  in  charge  of  the 
Secretary  of  War;  lhat  of  the  money  in 
charge  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  allbas 
been  invested,  over  and  above  the  portion  con- 
sumed in  expenses  in  conformity  wiih  the  treaty, 
which  theie  has  been  time  to  invest  since  the  re- 
ceipts; that  the  money  is  mostly  paid  in  at  the 
Pontioe  land  office,  in  the  State  of  Mi'sissi^pi, 
and  some  time  is  required  to  get  the  returns  of 
sales,  and  to  bring  the  money  into  the  Treasury; 
that  there  may  be  now  from  |20,000  to  $30,COO  of 
these  funds  in  the  land  offie<-s,  in  trannlu,  and  in 
the  Treasury,  but  lhat  no  portions  of  them  have 
b;en  expended  for  tbe  general  ntes  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, and  that  iavestments  are  invarisbly  made  as 
soon  as  the  sum  accumulated  is  sufficient  to  au- 
thorize a  negotiation  for  stocks.  The  honorable 
Senator  will  see,  therefore,  that  his  conjecture  lhat 
some  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
these  funds  bad  baen  expended  is  mistaken,  and 
that  no  addition  to  the  public  debt  is  to  be  sought 
in  thii  quarter. 

Whether  or  not  there  were  small  sums  arising 
under  ibis  treaty  in  tbe  care  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  not  yet  invested,  he  did  not  know,  as  t^me 
bad  not  allowed  him  lo  call  upon  the  bead  of  that 
Department  for  the  information.  Siill  be  supposed 
Ibis  information  immaterial  for  this  argument,  as 
money  in  Ihe  charge  of  ihe  War  Department  could 
not  be  in  the  Treasury,  and  therefore  coald  not  be 
reached  by  a  warrant  upon  the  Trtasury,  or  ex- 
pended in  the  ordinary  calb  upon  i'. 

It  was  proper  here  lo  remark  farther  lhat  tbe 
only  Indian  money  in  the  charge  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  investment  is  the  portion  of  the 
Chickasaw  fund  before  pointed  out.  All  those 
moneys,  arising  under  other  treaties,  are,  by  the 
treaties,  committed  to  the  charge  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  Congress  has  net  yet  transferred  tbeir 
custody  to  the  Treasury. 

Investmenisof  Indian  moneys,  to  large  amoams, 
bad  been  B«d«  both  uoder  Ui«  dinciion  of  tbe  Sec- 


retary of  War  and  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury, 
and  accounts  of  the  transaction^  had  been  laid  be- 
fore CoDgiTss.  Tbe  honorable  Senatornad  referred 
lo  them,  and  had  opokenof  the  prices  in  sqmecasea 
paid  for  sleeks,  in  a  manner  to  give  the  impnssioa 
that  he  suspected  tbe  investments  bad  not  beea  pra. 
denllyand  cautiously  made.  Mr.  Wright  believed 
all  the  investments  had  been  confined  lo  stocks  of 
the  Stales,  a  description  of  security  which  be  felt 
snre  that  Senator  would  not  willingly  depreciate  or 
disparage,  and  if  be  would  refer  to  the  dates  of  tbe 
respective  investments,  and  to  the  prices  current  of 
the  stocki  in  the  principal  markets  of  the  conotry, 
at  the  several  period;,  little  ground  would  be  dis- 
covered for  complaint  upon  this  point. 

He  would  now  pa«s  to  another  class  of  refer- 
ences made  by  the  honorable  Senator,  and  «her«, 
in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Wkight,  he  approximated 
more  nearly  lo  tbe  discovery  of  a  debt,  lechninally 
speaking,  which  is  not  noticed  by  the  President. 
He  alluded  lo  Ihe  Senator's  reference  to  several 
Indian  treaties  in  a  group,'  viz: 
One  with  the  Oitawas  and  Chippewas,  |200,000 
"  Osages,  69,120 

"  Delawarcs,  46,080 

"  Sioux  of  Mississippi,  .300,000 

'    "  Sacs  and  Foxesof  Mississippi,  200,000 

"  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  Missouri,    157,400 

«'  Winnebagoes,  1,100,000 

«  Creeks,  350,000 

"  Saways,  157,500 

^,580.100 
These  treaties  severally  stipulate  lhat  the  sumi 
above  named  shall  be  invested  by  the  United  States 
for  the  benefit  of  the  several  tribes  of  Indians 
named,  and  he  believed  it  to  be  true  that,  as  yet, 
none  of  the  sums  had  been  invested,  bat  that  Con- 
gress had  prefereed  to  appropriate  annually  the  in- 
terest npoo  them,  as  a  part  of  tbe  current  annual 
expenses  of  the  country.  All  of  the  treaties  except 
one,  that  with  the  Delawares,  had  been  concluded 
since  the  commencement  of  the  year  1837,  and  his 
information  was  that,  in  all  tbe  caser,  very  few 
sales  of  the  lands,  ceded  by  tbe  respective'  treaties, 
had  yet  been  made;  not  enough,  in  many  cases,  to 
cover  the  expensea  of  the  treaties,  and  in  none  suffi- 
cient to  bring  into  the  Treasury  any  considerable 
portion  of  the  capital  required  to  be  invested. 

Another  reason  exists  for  the  non-investment  of 
there  sums,  which  has  its  foundation  io  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  conuiry.    It  is   that  Congress  has 
neither  provided  nor  appropriated  the  money  re- 
quired lomake  the  investmeai.<;  and  without  an 
appropriation  by  law,  neither  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasnr}-,  nor  the  President,  can  lake  money  from 
the  Trea»ury  for  these  or  any  other,  purposes.  The 
treaties  create  the  liability  against  Ihe  United  States 
for  the  $2,580,100.  but'  it  is  not  a  debt  within  Ihe 
law,  and  cannot  be  noticed  as  such   by  the  fiscal 
officer,  nniil  Congress  recognise  it,  and  provide  fcr 
it  by  the  prop:r  coosliluiional  appropriation.    The 
treaties  are  the  acts  of  the  President  and  Senate, 
the  treaty  making  power  of  t'.e  country,  bat  Con- 
gress end  the  President,  tbe  law  making  power, 
eaa  alone  pay  money  even  under  a  treaty.     If  then 
every  acre  of  the  land  ceded  by  the  Indians,  and 
pnrchatcd  by  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
States  under  these  .'evcral  treaties,  were  to  be  sold 
to-morrow,  and  the  money  paid  into  the   Treasury, 
neither  the  Secretary  of  War,  nor  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury,  nor  any  other  person,  could  legally, 
or   consiiiotionally,  invest  one   dollar    of   it,  or 
pay  it  out  under  iuiy  provision  of  the  treaties,  until 
Congress  shall  have  appropriated  it  by  law,  and  di- 
rected its  application.    In  these  cases,  as  he  had 
before  said,  tbe  lands  had  not  been  sold,  the  money 
had  not  come  inlo  the  Treasury,  and  Congre^s  had 
preferred  rather  to  appropriate  the  annual  interest, 
than  to  borrow  the  money  in  advance,  for  the  sin- 
gle purpose  of  funding  it. 

He  cheerfully  admitted  tbv  the  amonnt  was  a 
debt,  as  far  as  Ih6  treaty-making  power  cuold  im- 
pose a  debt  upon  the  country;  but  it  was  not  a  li- 
ability upon  the  Treasury,  within  the  laws  of  Con- 
gress, and  could  not,  therefore,  be  recognised  as  a 
debt  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  presenting 
the  stale  of  the  Treasury,  its  means  and  liabilities, 
to  Congrew.   Tb«  doretnineot  ^  booad  to  pay 
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the  interest  apon  these  snms  to  the  Indian*,  or  for- 
feit its  faith,  pledged  throagh  the  treaty -making 
power,  or  it  was  bonnd  to  invest  the  principle  so 
ilwi  the  Indians  might  receive  the  interest  (rom 
other  debtors.  Congress  had  exercised  its  option, 
and  prefei  red  lo  appropriate  the  interest  simply, 
and  wait  the  sale  of  the  lands  to  realize  the,  capital 
to  be  invested.  * 

[Here  Mr.  WrssTmi  inquired,  "Where  didCon- 
gre-<i  get  ihe  option?"] 

Mr.  WnionTaskert,  does  it  not  follow,  froto  the 
Tcry  natnre  of  the  transactions  between  the  par- 
lies? The  Indians  sell  and  convey  their  landt  to 
ibe  United  S'ates,  and  surrender  the  title  and  pos- 
fession  together,  apon  the  faiih  of  treaty  stipula- 
tions. In  consideraiion  of  the  lands  told,  the 
Unilrd  Stales  agree  to  hold  certain  poriioni  of  the 
parcbare  moK»y,  and  invest  >hem  for  the  Indianp. 
The  United  States  alone  are  Uaa'ed,  xnd  the  rrceipt 
by  the  Indians  of  the  annual  interest  upon  the  sums 
to  be  invested  is  a  good  compliance  with  the  con- 
Baet  to  them,  Woald  it  not  be  a  perfect  technical 
eompUance,  if  the  Government  were,  by  way  of 
investment,  to  issue  to  the  Indians  its  own  stocks? 
And  etn  it  be  material,  so  long  as  the  United  Stales. 
choose  to  remain  the  debtors,  whether  ihis  form  be 
gone  through  wiih,  or  the  treaty  be  left  as  the  evi- 
dence of  liability,  and  Congress  annually  appro- 
priate Ihe  interest  on  the  money  as  it  wouki  upon 
the  stocks?  It  seemed  to  him  that  lh»  inqairy  of 
the  Senator  raised  a  disiiiciion  wiiboni  a  difference 
of  interest  on  either  side;  and  qnestioned  the  right 
et  Coogrtas  to  its  option  in  a  case  where  the  option 
conM  iiot  bat  ezisi  from  the  natpre  of  the 
tnnsaeiions.  The  most  the  Indian?  can  claim  is 
Hw  liability  of  the  Unied  Sia'f  s  for  the  intere  1 1  and 
principal  of  their  money.  Ihat  they  have  by  th« 
solemnity  of  treaty  stipalations,  while  the  money  is 
not  invested.  When  it  shall  be,  they  may  have  se- 
enrities  of  a  lers  desirable  rharacier,  but  in  con- 
formity with  their  contract.  Tne  only  qnestion, 
tlieii,.wbicfa  coukl  ioflaence  C  ngre.''S,  in  its  option, 
was  ihe  interest  of  this  Qoveroment  and  the  con- 
vrnlenoe  of  its  Treasniy.   - 

Coald  it  be  wise  for  Congress,  in  the  fulfilment 
of  treaties  of  this  charsctrr,  and  with  snch  parties, 
and  at  a  lime  when  there  wa*.  not  a  surplus  of  mo- 
ney in  the  Treisury,  to  have  direcieil  loans  upon 
the  credit  of  the  people  for  the  p<tyme&t  of  debts, 
the  payment  of  which  was  nut  a  matter  of  feeling 
or  interest  with  the  cieditor,  nnd  (or  the  eventual 
payment  of  which  an  ample  fond  had  been  pro- 
vided by  the  terms  of  the  contract  which  made  the 
debt?  Could  loans  have  been  made  at  /i  rale  of 
interest  less  than  that  stipnlilted  to  be  paid  lo  the 
Indians?    TUkt  will  not  be  pretended. 

Where,  then,  is  the  cause  of  complaint,  or  of 
faall?  It  is  limply  in  the  assumption  that  here  is 
a  debt  not  mentioned  by  the  Presidrni,  and  still 
a  debt  against  the  public  Tieasory  and  the  people 
of  the  country. 

Is  Ihis  so,  in  the  sense  in  which  the  comp'aint 
has  been  preferred  by  ihe  honorable  Senetor 
against  the  message  of  the  President?  Mr. 
Wbight  had  admitted  that  there  was  »  liability  lo 
pay,  and  an  ample  fund  in  the  lar.dj  reded  by  the 
Indian  tre;it=es  to  make  the  payment,  and  bad  at- 
tempted 10  show  ihil  Congrcuhad  acted  wisely  in 
appropriaiing  the  interest  upon  the  money  merely, 
until  the  sale  of  the  lands  should  bring  into  ihe 
Treasury  interest  and  piincipal,  and  thus  enable 
the  investmeiit  to  be  made  without  the  contraction 
of  a  permanent  debt. 

Was  there  any  thing  in  all  this  new  or  singular, 
or  peculiar  to  llii*  A  Imiuistraiion?  How  long  had 
thi:>  Government  been  making  treaties  with  Ihe  In- 
dians for  Ihe  purchase  of  ihtir  land,  and  coniract- 
ing  obligations  with  them?  Anl  if  these  ate  itemi 
of  the  public  debt,  why  not  their  annuities  for  the 
purchase  of  the  same  land*,  which  are  (>f  a  large 
amount?  Ihey  are  debts  in  the  nature  of  inveit- 
menis,  but  they  aie  never  reported  as  pail  of  the 
poblic  4ebt  of  the  country.    Neither  are  to  be 


found  in  any  report  heretofore  made  from  the  R- 
nancial  department  of  Ihe  Government,  under  any 
Admini'.iratiou  which  kas  ever  existed,  as  items  of 
our  public  debt.  They  are  not  so  by  the  law,  and 
they  have  never  been  so  treated  in  practice.  He 
had  in  bis  pov«ession  a  document  which  he  had  ob- 
tained (or  another  purpose,  and  which  contained  a 
schedule  of  the  entire  Indian  treaties  up  to  last 
year.  He  j-honid  ihiok — for  h;  had  not  taken  the 
trouble  to  count  tbcm — that  ihrre  were  several  hnn- 
dred.«,  and  on  ca':ting  his  eye  over  ihem  ihis  morn- 
ing, he  found  Ihey  commenced,  at  the  latest,  as 
early  ai  1790,  and  had  been  made  consUnlly,  if 
not  strictly  annually,  up  to  this  time. 

The  practice  of  s  ipulating  10  invest  sums  of  ca- 
pital, though  not  new  in  the  administration  of  our 
Indian  affvirs,  bad  greatly  increa^M  within  the 
last  few  years.  He  had  had  occasion  to  beer  me 
pstsonally  acqaainled  with  an  old  casa.  He  re- 
lerred  to  the  deposite,  by  the  Seneca  Indian-!  of 
New  York,  of  ihe  sum  of  $100,000  With  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  being  part  of  the  cunsideraticn  money 
fur  their  possessory  title  to  their  reservations  under 
Ihe  stipulaticn  on  Ihe  part  of  this  Government,  as 
he  was  inf<  rmed  and  b:-lievcs,  that  Ihey  should  re- 
ceive six  per  cent,  in'erest  upon  ih.ir  capital  so 
loaned.  He  spoke  from  recollectiun,  and  would 
not  be  confident,  but  his  impression  wai  that  the 
contract  was  entered  into  in  1806.  He  could  far- 
ther inform  the  Senator,  that,  during  the  adminis- 
tration of  John  dnincy  Adams,  this  money  had 
bfen  invested  in  the  three  per  cent,  slocks  of  the 
United  States,  then  outstanding,  and  that  Congress, 
while  he  was  a  member  <f  the  other  branch,  as  he 
now  recollected  and  believed,  appropiia'ed  the 
other  $3,000,  or  about  that  sum,  to  make  up  to  the 
Indians  the  interest  to  which  they  were  entitled. 
TlIs  was  an  old  eve,  and  he  spoke  from  memory 
in  regard  to  it;  but  from  it  Ihe  honorable  Senator 
could  see  that,  if  we  were  now  lo  go  back  to  the 
commencement  of  our  Indian  relations  and  bring 
up  a  new  account  of  public  debt,  we  should  be 
compelled  to  look  far  behind  Ihe  lime  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  as  well  as  to  begin  an  entire  new  calcula- 
tion of  debt.  If  the  honorable  S.nator  wfinld  look 
for  the  investment  of  Ihis  Seneca  fund  of  $100,000, 
he  thoughl  he  would  lor^k  in  vain,  and  yet  it  h- d 
never  appeared  in  any  statement  from  Ihe  Treasu- 
ry, a«  an  iirmofour  public  debt.  An  estimate 
f(  r  ihe  interest  would  be  fuund  in  every  annual  rsti- 
male  of  expendi'ore  since  the  redemption  of  the 
Goreri.ment  rtock  in  which  the  last  investment  was 
made,  but  ihe  capital  was  not  men'ioned,  because 
itbad  not  been  reappropriaied  for  a  dilTfr.nt  in- 
vrslment.  Siill  ihe  Senator  would  not  be  disposed 
10  chaise  Ibis  $100,000-to  the  present  Adoiinistra- 
lion,  as-a  debt  contracted  by  it,  and  to  be  unjustly 
palmed  off  upon  its  sucC'.*ssors. 

Yet  ihii  was  but  a  fair  sample  of  the  policy  of 
go'ng  back  into  ihe^e  Indian  relations  to  find  an 
eiisiing  debt,  not  diVcloied,  against  the  present 
Administration.  If  we  adoat  the  idea,  we  must  go 
back,  not  lo  1806,  but  lo  1790,  and  bring  up  the 
account  through  all  iha  Adminislra'ions  which 
have  eiLstel  under  our  ConMitnrinn,  and  then  solve 
the  question,  whether  that  Administratirn  is  to  be 
most  censured  for  contracting  debt,  which  has  suc- 
ceeded in  exlinsuishing  most  Indian  tit'e  to  ihe 
pub  ic  domain  of  the  country,  or  whether  ihe  debts 
so  contracted  have  been  and  are  considered  as 
les^itg  upon  a  sure  fund  fur  th-ir  tetiemption  in 
the  lands  purchased,  while  the  treatii's  are,  in  every 
other  respect,  beneficial  to  Ihn  country,  lo  its  popu- 
lation and  piospcriiy,  and  lo  its  Treasury. 

Ue believed  the  lastand  ths  present  Adminittra- 
lions  had  extinguished  more  Indian  titles,  and 
broqcht  more  of  the  public  Ian 's  into  iha  market, 
and  within  the  reach  of  Mttlement,  than  any  other 
two,  if  not  more  than  all  preceding  Administra- 
tions; and,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  the  amaunis 
of  purchase  money  paid,  and  agreed  to  be  paid,  in 
the  >hape  of  annuities,  investments,  and  otherwise, 
would  be  greater  than  under  previi  ui  Administra- 
tions,   But  wlat  btid  hitherto  been  the  estimaie 


placed  by  the  country  upon  snch  policy  successfnily 
prosecttled?  Had  we  been  in  the  habit  of  setting 
down  these  purchases  of  Indian  lands  as  bad  and 
losing  bargain*?  As  imptising  burdens  upon  the 
Treasury,  and  debts  upon  the  country?  Or  as  im- 
proving the  public  revennes,  and  strengthening  the 
Treasury,  while  they  enriched  the  country?  Had 
it  ever  been  supposed  that  the  lands  purchased 
were  not  much  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the 
di?bts  contracted? 

If,  however,  ihi«  movement  was  the  indication 
of  a  chance  of  policy  by  the  coming  Administra- 
tion in  regard  lo  the  lands;  if  the  fund  thus  pro- 
vided to  pay  these  debts  is  to  be  separated  from 
the  debts;  if  the  lands,  or  their  proceeds,  are  to  be 
given  away,  and  the  liabilities  incurred  under  Ihe 
Indian  treaties  are  to  be  left  unpaid  upon  the  hands 
of  Ihis  Government,  then  indeed  the  amotints  due 
to  the  Indians,  as  well  in  annnities  as  investments, 
or  otherwise,  may  jnsily  be  counted  as  debts,  as 
permanent,  enduring  debts,  only  to  be  paid  by  tax- 
ation upon  the  people.  He  would  tell  the  Senator, 
however,  that  that  Administration,  and  that  party, 
which  shall  adopt  this  i>ew  policy,  and  give  away 
the  lands  without  discharging  these  obligations  in- 
curred for  their  purchase,  will  be  the  Administra- 
tion and  the  party  which  will  charge  these  sums 
upon  the  people  as  debis,  and  which  must  bear  the 
re-ponsibiiity  of  Ihe  act 

The  honorable  Senator  proposes  to  have  a  new 
set  of  books  opened,  to  protect  the  next  Administra< 
lion  from  the  debts  and  liabilities  incurred  by  this; 
to  establish  what  he  calls  "a  rest"  between  them. 
Mr.  Wbioht  would  go  with  him  10  do  this;  but  he 
.<hould  insist  that  the  aocounis  be  fairly  stated,  and 
the  books  fairly  kept;  that  when  the  Senator  had 
charged  the  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Baren  with 
the  debts  due  to  the  Indians,  he  should  credit  it  with 
^he  lands  which  formed  the  consideration  for  ihe 
debts.  In  this  way,  the  account  would  present  the 
whole  truth,  and  he  did  not  fear  (he  responsibility 
of  balancing  the  b;^^ok  so  kept. 

He  was  aware  that  one  most  expensive  treaty 
had  been  made,  not  by  Ihis,  but  the  last  Adminis- 
tiation,  without  piofit  to  this  Government.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  last  treaty  with  the  Cherokees,  for  the 
ex  iugnishment  of  their  title  to  their  lands.  These 
landi  were  principally  in  the  Stale  of  (Seoigia,  and 
Ihe  Indian  title  was  extinguished  for  the  benefit  of 
ih.ti  State,  and  not  of  llie  National  Treasury.  Yet 
this  treaty  was  but  a  late  fulfilment  of  an  oblii^- 
tion  resting  upon  this  Government  in  favor  of  that 
Suite,  and  almost  as  old  as  the  Government  itself; 
an  obligation  entered  into  to  acquire  Its  title  to  a 
large  portion  of  the  public  domain,  and  upon  which, 
therefore,  the  moneys  paid  and  payable  under  that 
treaty  arc  justly  chargeable,  and  from  the  proceeds 
c.f  which  they  thonld  be  reimbursed  lo  the  public 
Treasury. 

Still,  this  treaty  being  included,  the  proceed  of 
the  public  lands  would  clear  all  former  Adminis- 
trations, as  well  as  the  present,  from  any  responsi- 
bility for  debts  contracted  under  Indian  treaties. 
Ltt  the  new  set  of  books,  then,  show  both  sides  of 
the  account,  and  contain  a  full  and  fair  statement 
of  Ihe  nhi  Is  matter,  and  we  shall  not  hear  that  ihis 
or  any  other  Admii<i>tration  has  run  the  country  in 
debt  by  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  our 
immense  public  domain.  Let  the  proceeds  of  the 
lands  stand  against  ihe  moneys  paid  and  the  liabi- 
lities iocurieJ,  and  see  if  there  have  bfien  bad  and 
tuprofiiable  and  losing  bargains. 

Is  this  u>  be  chaiiged  at  this  day,  and  from  that 
quartPi?  How  locg  is  it  since  we  heard  a  very 
different  account  of  these  Indian  contracts?  Since 
be  had  been  honored  with  a  seat  here,  the  charge 
had  been  made  in  this  chamber,  and  repealed  much 
more  loudly  and  widely  out  of  it,  that  our  Indian 
policy  was  a  swindlirg  policy;  that  we  were  pur- 
chasing their  lands  for  a  song,  and  driving  them  to 
Ihe  ends  of  the  earth  for  a'resiing  place.  Then,  the 
charge  was  that  we  weifc  making  cruel  bargains 
with  Ihe  ignorfnt  savages;  the  poor  Indiansl  Now; 
it  is  that  this  WUministration  has  been  loadtef  tiw 
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C'Tontrx  with  debt  by  mabing  thme  same  bargains. 
It  Kill  not  do,  Mid  Mr.  W.;  it  is  too  soon  to  make 
lUs  thoit  mrD,  and  wholly  change  ihe  character  of 
the  comphuBis  groving  out  of  oar  Indian  le  aiions. 
Tiie  Ueta  will  not  sustain  the  last  position.  Toe 
bargains,  »,%  a  whole,  hatre  been  prtfitaMe,  varily 
profitable,  )o  the  public  treasury,  and  the  lanJ.s  yet 
unsold  coaslitute  a  fand  a  hundred  fold  more  than 
tnflieient  to  discharge  every  remaining  liabiliiy. 
So  mach  for  this  mode  of  showing;  ih:  President 
in  error  in  bis  slatemeot  of  onr  public  debt. 

The  honorable  Senator  proceeded  to  rnamerate 
other  heads,  nnder  which  he  did  not  assert,  but  ex- 
nrrs-'ed  his  tus^eion  that  there  were  ezisliug  debts. 
He  did  nut  attempt  to  ennmeniie  items  <>f  debt, 
and  it  wa*  impossible  for  Mr.  WmanT  to  conjec- 
ture what  the  items  were,  or  for  what  Ihe  debts 
were  sa«pecied  to  have  been  contracted.'  The 
heads  enumerated  were,  debis  for  the  public  works, 
debfs  for  the  Florida  war,  debis  for  Indian  depteda- 
lions  at  the  north,  and  deb  s  for  other  things. 

Well,  now  as  to  the  debts  for  ptibtic  works;  there 
night  be  sneh,  but  be  (Mr.  Wb;oht)  did  not  know 
what  they  were>-hedid  not  know  that  there  were 
any.  He  was  sare  it  could  not  be  possible  t'lal  the 
S«Mtor  mtsnded  sim^  ly  to  infoim  ns  that  there  vera 
publie  woiks  oonmeoced  which  it  was  the  interest 
of  Ihe  country  to  prosacnte,  and  that  munsy  was 
to  be  appropriated  for  Ibem.  And  if  there  was  a 
debt  for  puMie  woiks,  other  than  such  a  prn<:p«ctive 
obligation,  he  was  ignorant  or  it.  If  that  de.ocripilon 
of  aceonal  waif  to  bie  opened,  he  would  abandon  the 
diaeosaion  with  the  single  remark  that  the  honora- 
ble Senator  would  be  fortunate  if  he  found  the  new 
Adminittiation  clear  of  obligations  of  ihit  ebaraeier, 
either  at  its  commeiirement  or  its  close. 

What  was  the  debt  growing  out  of  ih«  Plorit'a 
war?  He  ( Mr.  Wbiobt)  was  ignorant  of  it,  unless 
il  eonsibted  of  claims  for  b8^esi>ustaiRe4  by  citizens 
in  oottsequenee  of  that  war;  and  did  any  roan  sop- 
pose  that  the  President  of  the  United  Jiiates,  or  ihe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was  aaihorized  to  pre»eat 
those  claims  to  the  counciy  as  a  part  of  its  pablic 
debit  Are  they  so,  in  facil  They  have  been  pre- 
aented  year  after  year,  and  session  after  session,  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  a  Coogiess 
has  not  yet  been  found  to  recognise  a  dollar  of 
them.    And  were  the  executive  officers,  in  the  face 

Sihis  action  of  Congress,  to  declare  them  public 
bis,  to  8t9te  their  amount,  and  call  upon  Con- 
grts;  for  provision  for  their  paymrni?  The  slight- 
est refleetifn  would  convince  the  Sena'or  thatcnch 
^■^  a  very  uicertain  and  dangerous  way  to  make 
op  an  an^unt  of  t^ebt.  It  would  be  nothing  short 
cf  Eiecmive  luarpaiion  of  a  fearful  character. 

Then  the  debts  for  lodisn  depredations  at  Ihe 
Nonb— as,  if  he  understood  the  Staator  correcti) , 
this  was  one  of  his  beads  of  enumeration — he  knew 
nothing  of  them— be  knew  nol  what  or  where  they 
werel 

But  there  ware  "debts  for  other  things:'*  ye;; 
why  did  not  ih<>  honorable  Senator  bring  in  the  five 
millions  for  French  spoliations  previ.us  to  the 
jear  180O?  That  was  as  much  a  d<bt  as  the  ethers. 
It  was  a  claim  not  recognised  by  Congress.  The 
honorable  Senator  believed  it  was  a  debt;  he  (Mr. 
Wmaar}  did  not.  Why  not  call  up  the  pension 
liatl  That  is  a  debt  which  we  must  pay  until  the 
gallant  old  soldiers  are  no  more.  It  was  just  as 
properly  presented  as  the  Indian  aBnuiiie&  Why 
BOt  present  the  claims  of  the  heirs  .of  Ihe  late  Ro- 
l«ri  FultonT  Many  supposed  thai  a  justdebi.  The 
Mead  claim?  Many  thought  similarly  of  that. 
In  abort,  why  not  present  the  ten  thout^and  claims 
.  wbi:h  their  S^pretary  told  him  would,  in  a  day  or 
two,  be  inventoried,  under  a  resolution  of  the  Se- 
nate of  the  last  session]  There  are  ten  thousand 
claims  on  the  files  of  the  two  Houses  rf  Congress, 
and  are  they  debts,  to  be  charged  to  the  adfflinistra> 
lion  of  Mr.  Van  Bnrea?  Was  this  to  be  dnne  be 
fore  Congress  bad  recognised  their  Justice,  or  made 
them  debUi  at  all!  He  hoped  not,  and  he  believed 
not. 

Again,  the  booorable  Senator  Mid,  if  he  (Mr. 
Wrioht)  nadeiatood  bim  aright,  that  the  Seeieiary 
of  the  Tieaaory  had  aothoria^  iheaasanption  that 
this  Adaainisiraiion  was  to  throw  a  balanee  of  deb- 
««ti)a|Mzvtijrthe«      '  )<«  tbsi  be  did  not  aatipi 


pate  the  payment  of  Ihe  outstanding  Treasury  notes 
pievioos  to  March,  1842. 

Mr.  WEBSTEK  obs'. rvcd  thai  he  was  nat  coa- 
scions  of  htiing  stated  that. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  dij  nut  wl.>h  to  nisreprereni  the 
Senator,  but  he  had  so  uo»!ers!ood  him,  and  so  read 
h's  rem.irks,  published  in  the  Intelligencer  of*  this 
morning.  He  would,  however,  refer  to  the  7th 
rage  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Trea&ury  for  the  present  year,  now  upon  onr  ta- 
ble;:, to  prove  that  such  was  not  his  anticipation, 
but  that  he  expected  the  revenues  of  1841  would 
meet  the  expenses  of  that  year,  redeem  the  whole 
outstanding  balance  of  four  and  a  half  millions  of 
Treasury  notes,  and  leave  in  the  Treasury,  in  mo- 
ney, on  the  1st  of  January,  18  tS,  the  sun  of 
$834,373: 
The  statement  of  the  Secretary  !«  as  follows: 
"More  deails  concerning  the.'esiimatea  of  ibe 
next  year  will  he  proper,  and  will  illustrate  the 
corrcctne.'scf  some  of  the  preceding  lesnl^s. 

Ii  may  be  stated,  from  the  best  data  in  po-sessloa 
of  this  Department,  ihai  the  receipts,  under  the  ex- 
isting tawsj,  will  probably  be  as  follows: 
Fronm  customs         -  -  .  f  19,000,000 

From  lands   ....      3,500,000 
From  mitcellanecns  •  •  -  80,000 

Add  the  expected  balance  in  the  Tre- 
snry,  available  on  the  In  of  Janu- 
ary next    .  -  .  .      1.530,855 


The  aggregate'of  ordinary  means  for 
the  next  year  would  then  be  -    31,160,855 

There  will  be  no:hing  more,  either  of 
principal  or  iuteiest,  due  from 
backs,  which  is  likely  to  be  made 
available,  except  about      -  •         239,000 

A  power  will  exist,  under  the  act  cf 
3Ist  Marih,  1810,  to  issue  Trea- 
sury coles  till  a  year  fr  m  its  pas- 
s^ce  etpircs,  but  not  lo  make  the .  . 
whole  emission  outstanding  at  any 
one  time  exceed  five  millions  of 
dollars. 

This  will  furnish  additional  means, 
equal  to  the  compnied  amount  which 
ean  be  issued  at  ihf  close  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  being  about         •  -        343,618 


Hecce,  there  may  be  added,    from 

these  several  sources,  so  much  as  to 

make  the   whole   means    for.  the 

nexiyear   •  -  .  .    34,733,473 

On  the  ( (her  han<l,  the  expenditures 

for  1S41,  f.  r  iJi  iniry  purposes,  if  . 

Congress  make  no  redaction  ia  ihe 

appropriations  requested  by  ihe  dif- 
ferent depariments,  are  estimated  at    19  350,000 


This  would  leave  a  balance  ia  Ihe  Trea- 
sury, at  the  close  of  the  year,  equal 
to 6,473,473 

Bnteerlain  payments  must  also  be 
made  on  account  of  the  funded 
and  unfunded  debt,  unless  Congress 
anthorize  coniraeis  to  be  formed  for 
extending  ibe  time  of  their  pay- 
ment.  Thus,  there  will  be  required. 

On  aceonnt  of  the  fundi  d  rf»bt,  chief- 
ly for  the  ciiies  of  ih's  Disliict     -       f  149,300 

For  the  redempion  of  Treasury  notes, 
if  all  the  others  be  issued  which  can 
be  under  tbe  present  law;  as  then 
Ihe  amount  returned  within  A.  D. 
1841  will  probably  not  exceed        •      4  500.000 


#4,649.300 


Estimated  balance  in  the  Treasury  at 
tbe  close  of  the  next  year,  alter  all 
payments  whatever  -  •       $834373" 

It  was  not  then  supposed  by  the  Seereta,ry,  that 
this  debt  of  four  and  a  half  millions  was  to  be 
ibrewn  over  lo  1843.  -  He  expressly  aatie^'pated 
its  payment  in  1841.  He  would  now  pass  very 
briefly  to  other  topic-'. 

Tbe  honorable  Senator  complained  tha^  tbe 
PrMldent,  in  hi*  met>ag«,  and  the  Seoreiarjb  in 


his  report,  had  made  refereree  to  the  money 
on  deposi'e  with  tbe  Siate«,  and  called,  with 
earnestiess,  to  know  whether  the  President,  or 
the  Secreiary,  bad  recoinmended  the  withdraw* 
al  of  that  m  mey,  or  aiy  part  of  it.  He  (Mr. 
Wriobt)  found  to  fcoeh  reeemmendation,  and 
for  the  best  of  all  reasons,  in  bis  jadgmeni— 
there  was  no  necessity  for  it;  the  revenue  of  Ihe 
year  1841  was  expected  lo  be  equal  to  the  expendi- 
tures of  1841,  including  the  redemption  of  four  and 
a  half  millions  of  Treasury  notes.  The  deposiie 
with  the  States  was  referred  to  as  an  item  of  pro- 
perly, belonging  to  this  Govemmen',  but  was  not 
Inenlioned  as  in  >he  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  or  of  tbe  President  It  was  in  tbe 
hands  of  Congress,  an  ac^mnlation  of  former 
years,  when  lazaiicn  was  heavier  than  at  the 
present  time,  and  was  referred  to,  to  show  that  there 
was  no  catue  for  inere>sed  taxation  upon  the 
perple;  that  the  Government,  as  such,  was  pos- 
sessed of  means  to  discharge  every  existing  liabili- 
ty, and  lo  present  a  balance  of  some  eeveotee n  or 
eighteen  millions,  tiit  the  future  di^posititn  of  the 
National  Legislaturir.  Thi«  cer'ainly  could  be  no. 
just  eanse  of  complaint.  Tbe  Fretident  and  the 
Secretary  bad  been  in  the  exercise  of  must  respon- 
sible trust''.  They  were  about  to  surrender  them 
to  others,  who  would  seem  more  directly  to  repre- 
sent the  public  will  and  choice.  It  was  their  doty 
to  present  a  true  and  full  account  of  the  public 
property  and  the  public  ioiereslf,  as  tbey  supposed 
them  to  exist,  and  surely  a  reference  lo  an  interest 
of  some  iweniy-eigbt  millions  of  safely  inreited 
money  could  net  be  considered  singular  or  ccnsn- 
rable. 

The  honorable  Senator  had  seen  fit  further  to 
complain  that  the  President  had  not  recammendrd  a 
modification  of  the  tariff  and  an  inceaseof  taxation. 
Why  should  he  have  done  so?  The  calenlatione 
and  representations  of  Ihe  responsible  officer, 
charged  with  that  duty,  showed  thai  more  re- 
venue was  not  r(  quired  fur  the  contemplated  ser- 
vice of  the  coming  year.  Why  then  should  the 
President  have  recommended  measures  for  an  in- 
crease of  revenue? 

If  therj  had  been  a  just  anticipation  of  a  defi- 
ciency of  means  to  meet  the  wants  of  tbe  Treasury, 
it  would  have  been  incumbent  upon  him,  as  it 
would  upon  the  Secretary,  to  have  pointed  out  the 
mode,  and  recommended  Ihe  measures,  to  supply 
that  deficiency.  Such  did  not  appear  to  be  their 
anticipations,  and  their  eommnnieations  to  Con- 
gress had  been  made  to  conform  to  their  .sense  of 
their  pnbl  c  duties:.  It  roieht  have  been  very  nn- 
chariiahle  in  bim,  but  when  the  Senator  was  ia- 
dnlging  in  his  remarks  upm  this  point,  he  could 
not  but  feel  that  ihe  gentleman  was  impressed  -wiib 
the  exceedingly  difficult  question,  the  many  knotty 
points,  which  the  adjustment  of  the  tariff  Is  likely 
to  presen^o  the  coming  Administration;  and  that 
it  was  Ibe  manifest  interest  of  the  now  doniDant 
party  in  the  conniry  that  poor  defeated  Mr.  Van 
Baren  should  come  in  and  make  nu  effort  to  settle 
it  in  advance.  It  could  not  fail  to  be  seen  that  por- 
tions of  that  triumphant  party  would  complain  of 
any  thing  which  any  man  could  recommend  upon 
this  subject,  and  the  Seaator  m'g'it  kindly  suppose 
that  complaini<k  could  not  aow  harm  the  Prrsideni. 

So  far  from  leciprocating  these  feelings,  Mr.  W. 
r'joieed  thai  it  hid  not  been  found  necessary  for 
the  present  Prevident  to  touch  this  vexed  qneslicm. 
And  he  could  not  be  mistaken  in  snppo>ing  that  it 
would  have  been  indecorous  in  him,  after  the  tre- 
mendous defeat  he  had  experience  I  at  the  late  elec- 
tions, to  have  reached  after  disputed  topics,  with  a 
view  to  ibeir  final  and  permanent  adjustment  by 
him-elf  or  hisfriends.  He  was  taking  leave  of  his 
responsible  po8i:i  )n,  and  Mr.  W.  rejoiced  to  be- 
lieve be  was  doing,  what  he  believed  it  was  alone 
proper  for  bim  to  do,  eenfiniog  himself  strictly  to 
the  disehtice' of  those  duties  which  his  short  re- 
maining official  term  required  at  his  hands.  In  re- 
ference to  tbe  adjostmeni  of  the  tariff  he  had  done 
as  he  should  have  done^be  had  left  the  whole 
matter  to  those  who  are  to  come  after  bim,  and 
who  should  be,  as  they  claim  to  be,  the  more  imme- 
diate and  aeeeptable  representatives  of  the  popular 
will,  and  be  (Mr.  W.)  did  not  speak  untruly 
when  be  saM  his  most  ardent   wish  wu  iba 
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thqr  might  be  tble  to  adjost  tiuU  diffieoh 
^■cslion  bippily  for  ibe  eonntry,  and  eatisfadorily 
IP  troy  iaicicM  inrolved. 

A  single  word  more,  snd  h^  woald  elose.  The 
kooorable  Senator  concluded  wiib  a  remaik  which 
naaiietted  a  dispoaiiioD  to  say  that  thefricodsof 
tUt  AdmiMBtrailon  were,  or  were  lo  be  made,  re- 
araaUe  for  Ibe  neoeaaity  of  an  eaiia  sfssionof 
CongresFt  if  a  conTeotion  of  the  new  Congress 
thfMld  be  ordered  by  the  new  President.  Now  he 
(Mr.  Wrioht)  was  one  of  those  who  shoalddo 
nnj  thing  in  his  power  to  obviate  any  such  &e> 
eeasity;'and  to  aoeomplith  that  object  with  the 
yeatest  certainty,  he  shoold  tue  bis  ntmost  eadea* 
vers  to  keep  tbe  appropriations ,  of  this  session 
within  tbe  anticipated  means  of  the  year  1841.  He 
bcUered  the  ertiBaies  snppUrd  ail  the  necessary 
warns,  and  he  intended  to  adhere  to  them  strietty. 
Having  done  ao,  he  shonM  cheerfnlly  leave  it  to 
thoae  who  have  bren  placed  in  power  by  a  iri- 
•apbant  ezprestion  of  tbe  popnlar  voice,  to  call  a 
Congress  when  they  pleased,  and  tp  teeommead 
sadi  measures  as  they  pleased. 

Mr.  Wb  atn  having  eoackided, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  should  detain  ibe  Se- 
Mto  bata  short  time  in  answer  to  some  ef  tbe  ho- 
norable member'<  remarks,  as  be  had  really  not 
BMt  the  argnment  of  Mr.  W.  yesterday.  To  b^in 
with  the  stfbject  of  Indian  treaties.  Tbe  honora- 
ble member  bad  said  ihai  ihe  fand  arising  from  ihe 
tide  of  the  Chickasaw  lands  had  all  been  invested 
to  within  aome  forty  or  fifty  tba<i»and  dollars.  Mr. 
W.had  foanded  wh^  he  had  said  in  rclaticoi  to  this 
fand  on  ^letnms  furnished  to  theSenaie;  and, 
according  to  that  docament,the  baUnce  uninvested 
imouuedto|360,000;hnt  had  added  that  he  bad 
heard  that  |90,000bad  been  invetted  since  ihe  date 
of  the  Kttuns.  Mr.  W.  bad  madQ  ni  complaint  of 
the  mode  in  which  this  fund  bad  been  invested, 
*»  far  as  it  had  been  iavesud;  and,  if 
the  whole  of  it  bad  been  iavestrd,  to  much 
ihebMier.  Bat  in  regard  to  the  two  and  a  half 
vUlioBS  of  Ihe  fund  belonging  to  the  Win'nebagors 
and  other  tribes,  and  which,  according  to  the 
maty,  was  to  be  invested  for  tbe  benett  of  Ibose 
tnbe«,  Mr.  W.  a»ked  of  the  Senate  whether  Mr. 
WaioHT  had  fairly  met  the  force  of  the  argumrnt 
he  htd  advanced,  (if  it  bad  any  force  to  he  meil) 
Mr.  W.  bad  not  complained  of  the  treaty,  nor  bad  I 
hs  charged  ihe  Administration  with  any  ezirava-  j 
f  aaee  or  want  of  providrnce  in  coiering  into  it— 
that  was  not  lbs  point;  tbe  point  was,  thkt  this 
amoant  constimied  a  dibt,  for  the  payment  of 
which  it  was  iocombeiit  on  the  Oovvinment  to  pro- 
vide; and  tha>;  as  such,  it  ought  to  be  kept  before 
Ihe  view  of  Congress.  Toe  hoocrable  member  ad- 
Bittcd  that  it  was  a  debt,  but  conteoded  that 
it  was  not  to  be  reckoned  in  as  a  portion  of  the 
poblle  national  debt.  If,  by  tbi<>,  ihe  honora- 
ble member  meant  lo  say  ihat  this  amotait 
(omgi  no  part  of  the  debt  arising  from  borrowed 
noney,  vaqnesiionably  be  was  rii;hi;  bat  still  it 
was  a  national  debt;  the  naiioa  aired  thijmonej; 
and  it  entered  necessarily,  as  one  important  item 
or  clement,  in'o  a  s'aiement  of  the  financial  eondi- 
lion  of  ihe  Oovernment.  Tbe  honorable  member 
had  asked,  if  this  were  so,  why  sneb  a  staiemmt 
ought  not,  in  like  manner,  to  incla  \e  the  Indian 
aBBUitiesI  They  were  included,  in  effect.  Did 
not  tbe  annual  report  from  the  D<>patlmeDt  state 
Ihe  amonnt  of  lbo«e  anouiies  m  part  of  the  pxpea- 
ditares for  which  Congress  was  to  providil  Are 
they  not  altiays  in  tbe  estimates!  ?o  the  ms.nber 
uVed  why  the  pensions  were  not  to  he  included? 
The  same  answer  might  be  made.  Tbe  amonni 
of  that  expenditure  also  was  annattUy  laid  before 
Corgress,  and  it  was  provided  for  as  other  demands 
OB  the  Government.  Mr.  W.  had  not  complained 
of  this  amonnt  of  two  aAd  a  hilf  millioDs  of  Ind  an 
debt;  he  himself  nad  neier  opposed  these  treaties; 
all  he  had  eontended  for  was,  ihat,  as  an  amount 
lo  be  provided  for,  it  was  as  much  a  pirt  of  the 
public  debt  as  if  it  hsd  ecnsitted  of  borrowed  mc- 
aey;  ^twas'a  demand  wbiqh  Consrers  was  bound 
to  meet.  In  any  general  view,  ibeiefore,  of  the 
liabilities  of  the  Government,  was  there  one  ele- 
aeatef  those  liabilities  whieh  could  with  more 
tr«A  andjnsiiee  he  isaeried  than  thlt>7  * 
Mr.  W.  bad  said  Ihat  be  commeiided  ihe  aifo- 


ment  of  the  Presilent  in  opposition  to  a  national 
dt-b';  and  he  should  be  quite  luwilling  to  have  it 
supposed  that  any  thing  be  said  eculd  be  wrested 
(he  did  not  charge  that  it  had  been  intentionally  so 
wrested)  to  favor  the  idea  of  a  pliblic  debt  at  all. 
Bat  he  mast  still  insist  that  tbe  language  employed 
by  tbe  President  on  tbe  8ih  page  of  his  message  did 
refer  to  past  political  contests  in  this  oouniry,  and 
did  hold  out  the  idea  that,  from  ihe  beginning  of  the 
Goveminent,  in  tbe  political  contests  which  had  agi- 
laied  the  country,  there  bad  been  tome  men  or  some 
parties  who  were  in  favor  of  the  creaiioa  and  ma- 
nuraeture  of  a  public  debt,  as  part  of  their  polioy; 
and  this  he  (Mr.  W.)  bad  denied.  Tbe  idea  in  the 
message  was  not  that  there  were  certain  giMU  into- 
reift  in  Ihe  country  which  were  always,  from  tbe  na- 
ture of  things,  in  favor  of  such  a  debt,  on  aeeoudt 
uf  the  advantages  derivable  from  it  to  Ibemselvea, 
as  the  honorable  msmbrr  has  argued  to-day.  If 
tbe  President  had  stated  this,  ss  it  had  now  been 
stated  in  ihe  speech  of  ih*  honorable  member,  no- 
body could  have  taken  any  exception  to  it.  But 
that  was  not  the  point.  The  point  of  objection  was, 
that  tbe-mexssge  charged  this  fondness  foraaaiioc* 
al  debt  upon  some  one  of  the  parties  Kho  had  en- 
gage.! in  tbe  past  puliiical  strifes  of  the  country, 
and  had  rrpreaented  it  as  a  broad  and  general 
ground  ef  disii  :etion  between  parties;  that  one  was 
the  advccate  of  a  national  debt  as  of  itself  a  good, 
and  the  other  the  opponent  of  the  existence  of  a 
debt.  Tbis  he  legarded  as  an  intpniation  wholly 
anfounded,  and  it  was  on  this  ground  that  he  bad 
objected  to  that  portion  of  the  Sxecntive  communi- 
cation. No  facts  in  onr  history  warranted  Ihe  al- 
legation.   It  was  mere  assumpiion. 

Mr.  W.  proceed  -d  to  say  that  he  had,  «hen  he- 
fore  up,  omitted  one  important  item  in  stating  the 
amoniit  of  expenditures  under  the  existing  Admi- 
niitration  beyond  ibe  seeming  revenue,  which 
oarht  to  be  broagbt  to  the  public  view.  If  he  (  Mr. 
W.)  was  ift  error,  ihe  bun- rablc  member  would 
put  him  ri&ht.  la  March,  1836,  a  law  had  passed 
postponing  the  payment  of  certain  revenue  bonds 
in  consequence  of  the  great  fire  at  New  York,  for' 
three,  four,  and  Ave  years.  The  great  mass  of 
these  had  fallen  due,  and  had  been  received  into 
the  Trp.asury  since  the  present  Administration  had 
come  into  power.  The  total  amonnt  was  about 
six  millions  of  dollars.  This  being  so,  then  ihc 
whole  amount  of  expenditure,  over  and  above  the 
accruing  reveuue,would  amount  to  ihirty-four  mil- 
lion-', or  thereabonts,  and  would  thus  five  au  an- 
nual excess  of  ezpeodilures  over  receipts  of  eight 
avdnh*:/  vilUonia,  year;  and  he  insisted,  aiaiD, 
ihat,  looking  at  the  matter  io  a  purely  financial 
view— looking  at  the  comparative  proportion  of 
liabilities  and  of  itieans  to  di»:harge  ibcm,  when 
the  President  found  an  excess  of  the  former  conti- 
nuing lor  four  years,  at  the  ra'e  of  tight  and  a  half 
Hiilliansptr  onmun,  and  did  not  pariicnlarize  any 
ou<:  branch  of  expenditure  in  wh-cb  a  considerable 
prsclical  deduction  could  be  made,  (unless  to  far 
««  it  might  lake  place  in  tlie  pension  list  by  the 
gradual  decease  of  Ihe  pensioner^;)  and  when  he 
proposed  no  new  meai-nte  as  a  means  (>f  repien- 
isUng  the  exhausted  Treasury,  the  question  for 
Coogrcss  aiid  for  the  nation  to  contil'r  was, 
wbeibcr  this  was  a  course  safe  to  be  pursued  in 
relation  to  our  fiscal  eoncemst  Wa^i  it  wi&e,  pro- 
vident, and  statesmanlikcl 

There  was  one  poiut  in  which  (Mr.  W.  said)  tbe 
honorable  member  fiom  N<;w  Yoik  had  entirely 
msapprehended  him.  He  (Mr.  Waionr)  hadsaid 
ihai  Mr.  W.  appeared  to  desire  to  avoid  as  a  crili 
cat  and  delicate  subject,  the  question  of  the  tariO; 
cr,  rather,  had  cmplained  that  this  AdmiDistraiiom 
had  not  taken  it  up.  Now  he  (Mr.  W.)  bad 
n»t  said  a  word  about  the  tariff,  fonher  than  lo 
state  that  another  great  icduedon  was  immediately 
appn  aching  in  tbe  rale  of  ivits,  of  which  the 
message  look  no  notice  whatever,  while  it  did  not 
fail  to  refer  to  two  other  rednctions  which  had  here- 
tofore taken  place.  What  bs  (Mr.  W  )  bad  said 
on  the  satq'ect  of  imposing  new  duties  for  revenue, 
had  itferenoe  solely  to  sitts  emi  wiiiM.  This  bad 
been  a  delicate  point  with  btm  at  no  time.  He  had 
for  a  long  period  heeo  aiway*  desiroaa  to  lay  snob 
a  duty  on  silks  and  wines;  and  it  did  appear  to  him 
the  stnn|«M  thing  im«giaAble-»!be  itxaogtst  phase 


eftheexisthig  systemof  revenue— ihat  we  should 
import  so  many  millions  of  dollars'  worth  o(  silks 
and  wines  entirely  free  of  duty,  at  the  very  time 
when  the  Government  had  been  compelled,  by 
temporary  loans,  to  keep  itself  in  constant  debt 
for  four  years  past.  So  far  from  considering  ihi.s 
as  a  matter  of  any  delicacy,  had  the  Senate  ihe 
constirational  power  of  origiaaihig  revenue  bills, 
the  very  first  thing  he  diould  move,  in  his  plaee, 
would  he  to  lay  a  lax  on  both  these  artfclesof  luxury. 

Were  Mr.  W.  to  draw  an  inference  from  the 
speeeh  of  the  honorable  member,  it  would  be  that 
it  rather  seemed  to  he  his  own  opinion,  and  certain- 
ly seenaed  also  to  be  that  of  the  Presklent,  that  it 
would  be  wiser  to  withdraw  tbe  whole  or  a  part  of 
the  money  deposited  with  the  States  than  to  lay 
taxes  on  silks  and  wines.  In  this  opinion  Mr.  W. 
did  not  at  all  concur.  If  the  question  were  be- 
tween such  a  wiihdraw.al  and  the  imposition  of 
such  a  tax,  he  should  without  hesitation  ray,  lay 
Ihe  tax,  and  leave  the  money  with  the  Stiues  where 
it  was.  He  was  grehily  mistaken  if  such  a  pnf^ 
rence  did  not  'meet  the  public  approbation.  He 
was  for  taxing  this  enormous  amount  of  twenty  or 
thirty  millions  of  foreign  pn'dtcia  imported  in  a 
single  year,  and  allcoosomed  in  the  couiilry,  and 
consumed,  as  articles  of  luxury,  by  tbe  rich  alone, 
and  lea  viag  ihe  deposiias  in  possession  of  tbe  Stales 
with  whom  they  bad  been  pU  c  d. 

Mr.  W.  said  be  Idieved  he  had  now  noticed  so . 
mneb  of  the  hoaorable  Se  laior's  speech  as  required 
a  reply;  and  he  would  retnmehis  seat  with  again 
repeating  that  it  bad  b^a  no  part  of  bis  purpose  to 
aseribe  eiiher  extravagance  or  the  opptniie  virtue 
to  tbe  Administration  in  the  purchase  of  Indian 
lands,  or  other  Iransaciions.  Tbat  was  aot  his  ob- 
ject, or  his  point.  He  only  wished  to  present  a 
tme  financial  view  of  ihe  condition  of  our  affairs, 
and  to  show  ihat  onr  national  debt  was  much 
greater  and  more  serious  than  a  hasty  nader  of 
the  President's  message  might  be  led,  from  its  pem- 
sa\  to  eoacludr;  and,  however  warmly  it  admo- 
nished the  eonntry  against  a  nstioAal  debt,  yet 
these  admoniiions  were  all  uttered  at  a  moment 
when  a  national  debt  had  already  been  begun,  and 
begun  in  time  of  peace. 

Mr.  W.  bavins  resumed  his  seat, 

Mr.  WRIOHT  *aid  he  rose  to  make  a  very  few 
explanations,  and  would  detain  the  Senate  but  a 
few  minutes. 

He  thought  Ihe  Senator  in  error  as  to  bi3  addi- 
lioaal  six  millions  of  means  which  had  been  ex- 
pended during  thi  term  of  the  present  Adminisirit- 
lion,  arising  fruiu  deferred  merchants'  hends.  He 
spoke  from  recollection,  and  would  not  be  confi- 
dent, but  the  only  general  suspension  of  bonds 
which  be  reeollected,  took  place  under  the  act  of 
Cottgrew  of  tiie  16.h  of  October,  1837,  pa8>ed  at 
the  extra  session  of  that  year,  and  that  was  a  sus- 
pension for  but  nine  months,  and  could  only  have 
operated  upon  bends  falling  due  in  that  year. 

la  reference  lo  the  Senator's  remark  as  to  Ihe 
President's  anticipation  of  a  further  diminution  of 
Ihe  expenses  of  iht  Qovernment,  be  preferred  that 
the  President  should  speak  for  himself.  Tbe  Sena- 
tor ta'd  that  he  assigned  no  other  can  e  fur  the  ex- 
pectation than  Ihe  dinucution  of  tbe  pensiok  roll  by 
death.    What  the  President  did  say  was: 

"Causes  are  in  operation  which  will,  it  is  be- 
lieved, justify  a  still  further  reduction,  wiihont  in- 
jury to  any  important  national  inier::>t.  The  ex- 
peuKS  of  snstainirg  ihe  troops  employed  in  Flo- 
rida have  been  gradually  and  greatly  reduced, 
ihiough  the  persevering  tffors of  the  War  Depart- 
ment; and  a  reasonable  hope  may  be  entertained 
that  the  necessity  for  military  operations  in  that 
quarter  will  soon  oease.  The  removal  of  ihe  In- 
diana from  within  our  settled  borders  s  nearly  com- 
pkted.  The  pension  list,  one  of  the  heaviest 
charges  upon  the  Treasury,  is  rapidly  diminidung 
by  death.  Tbe  moel  costly  of  our  peblie  baildii)^ 
aie  cither  finished  or  neatly  so;  and  we  may,  I 
ihink,  safely  promise  ourselves  a  continued  exemp- 
tion from  border  difSeolties.'' 

His  principal  object  in  rising  at  this  time,  wa» 
10  make  a  correction  of  an  eitor  into  which  the 
Senator  had  fallen  in  his  first  remarks,  tnrefdtAte 
lo  tbe  manner  of  beepisf  the  mdUltMt  oCihe  truff 
fund*  at  the  Treasury  Department.    He  bad  iit> 
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trndrd  to  make  lb«  eorrecttoa  before;  but  not  hav- 
in:;  noted  it  on  hie  brief,  it  h»d  beta  forjrotien.  H«' 
was  expre^-sly  aolhorized  to  say  that  separate  anil 
disiiict  accounts  of  all  trost  funds  were  kept  at  ibo 
Department,  with  all  the  accnracy  and  care  which 
characterized  the  keeping  of  any  accoants  there. 
The  books  containing  these  accoanls  were  regularly 
brought  op,  and  the  stalemem  of  any  such  acconol 
could  be  regularly  and  accurately  made  from  them 
bat  the  state  of  tllese  accounts  was  no),  as  mattci 
of  coarse,  communicated  to  Congress  with  the  Se- 
cretary's finaacial  report.  Such  communications 
were  always  made  when  called  for,  and  not  other- 
wise. Tne  Senator  would  see,  therefore,  that  his 
idea— that  these  accounts,  and  the  moneys  in  the 
'  Treasury  to  their  credit,  had  become  imeroiingled 
with  the  general  affairs  of  the  Treasury,  ro  that  it 
was  difficult  to  (ell  how  the  trust  funds  did  act-^ally 
itand — was  a  mistaken  one.  There  was  no  confu- 
sion upon  the  subject  at  the  Dipariment. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Web  >teb — 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  wished  to  add  a  single  re- 
mark which  he  had  omitted  when  last  up.  The  Se- 
nator romplained  that  the  sums  which  were  stipu- 
latrd,  by  the  Indian  trea'ies,  to  be  invested  for  the 
Indians,  did  not  appear  in  the  annual  e«limstesof 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  said  the  Indian 
annuities  were  annually  estimated  for,  and  there- 
fore were  made  to  appear  to  Congress  yearly  ac 
claims  which  must  be  paid.  Mr.  Wrioht  thought 
.  it  was  a  perfect  answer  to  the  suggestion  to  say  that 
the  interest  upon  the  sums  stipulated  to  be  invested, 
and  not  invested,  was  annually  estimated  for,  as 
ihe  Senator  would  find  by  Examining  ihe  estimates 
for  the  Indian  Deparmeni,  and  thise-  timaie  rhowed 
Iheliabiliiy  as  fully  as  an  estimate  of  the  principal 
would  do.  The  eitimaie  is  for  the  annual  inierrst 
upoh  a  sum  name  j  and  stipulated  by  treaty  to  be 
invested.  Is  it  possible  ti>  specify  the  liability  more 
distinctly  or  plainly}  Are  onr  liabilities  for  the 
aanaittes  more  fully  exhibited  in  the  estimate.  7  He 
could  not  see  that  they  were. 

Another  single  remark  would  content  him.  The 
S«nator  seemed  to  suppose  it  doubifnl,  front  the 
message  of  the  President,  and  the  remarks  cf  him- 
self, whether  they  did  not  both  favor  a  recall  of  the 
monevs  on  deposite  with  the  Siate-s  rather  than  the 
impositions  of  duties  upon  "wines  and  silks."  Of 
the  opinion  of  the  President  upon  this  subject,  he 
could  say  nothinf,  because  the  Presideht  had  ex- 
pressed no  opinion;  and  for  himself,  he  coald  say 
that  hs  had  neither  given,  nor  intendtd  to  give,  any 
opinion  npoo  this  point.  He  would  not  cfr:ainly 
thvai  a  recall  of  the  money  deposited  with  the 
States,  until  th;  Treasury  wanted  money,  and 
when  that  state  of  facts  should  be  !,hown,  and  he 
should  be  asked  for  a  vote,  either  to  recall  those 
moneys,  or  to  impose  a  duty  upon  wines  and  silks, 
he  should  not  be  found  UDprepared,  or  reluctant,  to 
make  the  decitioD. 

Tne  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Wright;  which  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned  until  Monday  next. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

TavatsBkT,  December  17,  18i0. 

The  Hon.  JOHN  MOORE,  member  elect   from 

he  State  of  Louisiana,  ia  the  place  of  Rice  Gar- 

I.1ND,  resigned,  was  duly  qualified,  and  took  his 

NATURALIZATION  LAWS. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  first  bnsinrss  in 
order  to  be  the  bill  introduced  by -Mr.  HAND,  on 
Thursday  last,  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  natu- 
ralization, and  to  repeal  the  laws  now  in  existence 
on  that  subject. 

Mr.  STANLY  called  for  the  reading  of  the  biU. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  Nhat  the  bill  was  at 
the  printer's,  and,  if  there  were  no  objection,  it 
might  be  passed  over  for  the  present. 

The  SPCAKER  then,  in  accordance  with  the 
rule,  resumed  the  call  on  the  States  and  Territories 
for  petitions  and  memorials,  commencing  with  the 
Territory  of  Iowa. 
.  Petitions  and  memorials  were  then  presented  by 

Mr.  CARR  of  Indiana. 

Me.'ars.  J.  W.  ALLEN,  DUNCAN,  and  TAY- 
LOR, of  Ohio. 

Mr.  CARTER  of  Tennessee. 


Messrs.  GARLAND  and  (iOGGIN  of  Virginia. 

JMr.  GnoGiN  of  Virginia  presented  ih"  petition 
cf  Dr.  W  m.  B.  Vaut>hn,  of  Bedford  county,  relat- 
ing to  his  newly  Invented  self-moving  locomotive 
engine,  applicable  to  railroads,  asking  the  aid  of 
Congre.'s.j 

Mr.  KIEM  of  Pennsylvania. 

[Mr.  KiEM  of  Pennsylvania  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Conrad  Her'z,  a  soldier  of  ihe  Reveluiion, 
asking  an  addition  to  bis  pension;  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  RevoluliORAry'Pen.°ions:  seven  peti- 
tions of  similar  tenor  from  nearly  five  hundred  cit- 
z»ns  of  Berks  county,  Penn.<:ylvania,  praying  the 
rktabliihment  of  a  mail  ronte  in  said  cottnt> ;  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Poot  Ofiice  and  Post 
Rr«ds  ] 

Messrs.  BREWSTER,  CLARK,  HOFFMAN, 
FLOYD,  GATES,  and  MONROE,  of  Ni  w  York. 

[Mr.  Floyd  presented  the  petition  of  citizens  of 
Oneida  county,  for  the  establishment  of  a  post  ronle 
from  Clinton  to  Rome.] 

Messn..  SALTONSTALL  and  PARMENTEB, 
of  Ma'sachusetts. 

[Mr.  PiRMK-tTBB  pre.wnlcd  petitions  of  Esther 
Carter,  for  Kevoluiionarv  claims;  Sarah  T. 
Pratt,  for  pension;  Anna  Swinnerton,  for  penclon; 
Francis  Bu:h  and  <thcrs  of  Chelemford,  Mss,'a- 
cbusetis,  in  favor  of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  Jona- 
ihin  Morse  and  others  of  Meihocn,  for  the  same 
objec';  all  of  which  w<  re  referred  to  the  appro- 
priate committees.] 

Mr.  MILLER,  ol  Missouri. 

{Mr.  Miller,  of  Missouri,  presented  n  petition 
signed  by  R.  Hopkins,  John  P.  Pool,  and  others, 
asking  the  esiahli.5hment  of  a  post  road  from 
Springfield,  in  Green  connty;  by  Robrrt  Patter- 
son, in  taid  county;  by  l!>hnra  P.  Pools  and  Henry 
P.  Ormsbey,  in  Pulssbi  connty;  thence  to  ihe 
town  of  Caledonia,  in  Washington  county,  in  said 
State.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and. Post  Roads.] 

The  SPEAKER  then  resumed  the  call  on  the 
States  for  reports,  and  there  being  none. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  TiL- 
'  LiNOHAST  on  the  10th  of  December,  and  partially 
considered  en  yesterday,  was  then  taVen  in  order: 

Bttolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  rcr 
port  to  this  House  how  far,  and  in  what  manner, 
the  act  paesed  at  the  last  scfi^ion,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  the  collection,  safekeeping,  transfar, 
and  di;:bnrsemettt  of  the  public  revenue,"  has  been 
carried  into  execution;  whether  any  buildings, 
additions  to,  or  alteration?  in,  buildings  therein  au- 
thorized or  required,  have  been  commenced;  at 
what  cc'si,  or  cnniraels  therefor  made,  or  orders 
therefor  f  iven,  «nd  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
such  contracts  and  order;;  what  number  of  clerks, 
special  a°:ents,  and  other  oflicets,  agents  or  ser- 
vants, have  been  and  now  are  employed  under  the 
provisions  of  said  act,  or  for  aid  in  carrying  the 
sameinioefiect,  and  « here,  and  from  what  times, 
and  at  what  compensations;  whether  each  and 
every  of  the  officers  who  are  therein  required 
to  give  bond  have  given  bond,  and  the  sum, 
sureties,  .and  time  of  deliiery  of  each  bond; 
and  who,  if  any,  have  not  given  bond;  whether, 
in  the  collection,  or  keeping,  or  transfer,  or 
disbursement  ( f  the  pub'ic  revenue,  or  any  por- 
tion thereof,  since  said  act  has  been  in  force,  any 
bank  has  been  reyorled  to;  and,  if  so,  what  bank 
or  bank.'-,  to  what  extent,  and  in  what  manner,  and 
what  propositions  have  been  made,  if  any,  to  any 
bank  thcr.for;  and  setting  forth,  also,  in  what  spe- 
cific manner,  whether  gold  or  silver,  rr  notes  or 
certificates,  or  other  and  what  evidences  of  depo- 
site or  credit,  all  or  any  of  the  revenue  has  been 
co'lected  or  actually  pas.sed  from  the  handj  of  the 
penon  or  persons  from  whom  the  tame  was  due, 
to  the  hands  of  the  officer  orofficrs  charged  with 
the  immediate  collection  thereof,  since  raid  act  has 
been  in  force,  distinguLsbing,  as  nearly  as  may  be, 
how  much  has  been  so  collected  and  paid  in  each 
spec'fic  matter  or  medium  of  payment;  alsa,  set- 
ling  forth  how,  and  in  what  places  or  offices,  and 
under  what  actual  and  personal  custody  or  keep- 
ing, all  and  any  and  each  portion  of  the  revenue, 
moneys,  and  assurances,  or  evidences  of  debt  or 
obligation,  have  been  kept  daring  taid  time;  and 
how  and  by  what  agencies  and  aid,  and  what 


forms  and  t>roce.ss,  and  on  what  termt,  condiiions, 
and  cost  of  exchange  or  transfer,  and  in  what  spe- 
cific matter,  whether  gold  and  silver,  or  Motes  or 
certificates,  or  o  her  and  what  evidi^nees,  all,  and 
any  portions  thereof,  have  been  in  said  time  di-s- 
bur.sed  and  transferred. 

The  qnest'.on  pending  was  on  (he  motion  of  Mr. 
Beattv  to  lav  the  resolution  oa  the  table. 

Mr.  TfLLINGHAST  demanded  ths  yeas  and 
nayi«. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  then  with- 
drawn. ' 

The  question  then  rvcnrrlns;  on  (hi  adoption  of 
the  rcsululinn,  it  wa^<  decided  in  the  afiirmalive. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  offered  Ihe  following  resolu- 
tion: , 

Reiohed,  That  the  Cleric  of  this  Honw  pay  to 
John  B.  Aycriep,  John  P.  B.  Maxwell,  William 
Halstead,  Charles  C.  Stratt<'n,  and  Thomas  Jones 
Yorke,  the  same  compensation  per'd^em  and  mile- 
age that  is  allowed  to  members  of  Congress,  com- 
puting the  per  diem'from  the  comm'ncement  of  Ihe 
last  session  until  the  16  h  dav  of  July  last. 

After  some  remark-s  from'  Mr.  VANDERPOEL 
as  to  whether  a  joint  resolution  was  net  the  proper 
form, 

Mr.  TUBNEY  moved  a  reference  of  (he  resolu- 
tion to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  wished  the  motion  of  re- 
ference to  the  Committee  of  Claims  might  prevail. 
He  hoped  that  course  wonld  be  taken,  as  in  c»f<e 
shou'd  be  compelled  to  vote  now,  he  must  state  his 
reasons  for  voting  against  the  resolntion. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  hoped  the  rescMuiion  would  be 
adofUed  forthwith.  He  contended  that  the  money 
ought  to  be  paid  promptly;  oiherwise,  in  cases  of 
contested,  election  which  might  hereafter  occur, 
the  candidates  would  be  afraid  to  proceed  to  the 
seat  of  Governmen'. 

Mi-.  RANDOLPH  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded,  and  thereby  cut  off  the 
motion  of  reference. 

The  main  question  oa  the  resolution  was  then 
ordered. 

The  qne»tion  then  reeUrring  on  its  adoption, 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  demanded  Ihe  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  about  lobe  taken, 
when 

Mr.  VANDERPOFL  moved  to  laytheresohition 
on  the  table,  and  on  the  motion  demanded  the  yeas 
and  i^ays;  which  being  ordeied,  resnittd — yeas  59, 
nays  127,  as  follows; 

YEAS — Messrs.  Jodson  Allen,  Anderson,  Ather- 
ton,  Banks,  Dealty,  Blackwcll,  Boyd,  Aaron  V- 
Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Carr,  Casey,  Chapmsn, 
Clifford,  Cole.',  Connor,  Crary,  Cross,  Davee,  John 
Davis,  Doan,  Db-g,  Eiarl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Pine, 
Floyd,  Fornanee,  Gerry,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Hill 
of  North  Carolina,  Jackron,  Jameson,  Cave  John- 
son, Nathaniel  Jones,  Leadbetter,  Lowell,  Lucas, 
McClellai^  McCulloch,  McKay,  Medill.Newhard, 
Parrish,  Parris,  Petrikin, Reynolds,  Samuels,  Shaw, 
Shepard,  Albert  Smith.  John  Smith,  Thos.  Smith, 
Siaikwcalher,  Strong,  S«cney,  Philip  P.  Thomas, 
Turner,  Vanderpoel,  David  D.  Wagener,  Watter- 
son,  and  Jared  W.  Williams— 52. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  John  W.  A'- 
len,  Andrews,  Baker,  Barnaid,  Bell,  Boardman, 
Bond,  Bolls,  Breckenridge,  Brigg.s,  Brockway, 
Sampson  H.  Butler,  Wlliitm  O.  ButUr,  Calhoun, 
William  B.  Campbell,  Carroll,  Carter,  Clark, 
J.  Cooper,  Mark  A.  Cooptr,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crans- 
ton, Crockett,  Cnrtis,Cushirg,  Dana,  E.  Davies,  J. 
ohn  W.  Davis,  G.  Davis,  Dawson,  Debcrry,  Den- 
nis, Del'et,  Dee,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Pill- 
more,  Fi^her,  Gal^raith,  Gatf.s,  Gentry,  Gidding.s, 
Gorgin,  Qoode.Grsnger,  Gr(eD,Grinnell,  Haber- 
sham, Hall,  William  S.  Hastings,  Hawe.»,  Haw- 
kins, Henry,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hillen,  Hoffman, 
Hook,  Hunt,  James,  Charles  Johnston,  John  W. 
Jones,  Keim,  KempshatI,  Lane,  Leet,  Leonard, 
Lincoln,  McCarty,  McClare,  Marchand,  Marvin, 
Ma.soa,  Mitchell,  Monroe,  Montanya,  Montgome- 
ry, Moore,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Naylor,  Nisbet,  Ogle, 
Osborne,  Palen,  Parmenter,  Paynter,  Peck,  Pickens, 
Profit,  Randall, Randolph,  Rariden,  Rayner,  Reod, 
Ridgway,  Edward  Rogers,  Russell,  Saltonsiall, 
Simonton,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Stanlv,  Stuart, 
Sumter,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Jacob  Thompson, 
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John  B,  Thompson,  Tillinghas-,  ToUnd,  Triplelt, 
Tmmball,  Underwood,  Peter  J.  Wagner,  Warren, 
Jobs  White,  Thomas  W.  Williar.s,  Lewis  Wil- 
lians,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
li»ins,  Whithrop,  and  Wife— 427. 

So  (he  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  neeativrd. 

The  qnesiion  then  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
rerolotioo,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordeied,  and  the 
Cleik  proceed  in  the  ta  1  of  the  toll  antil  be  came 

tOMtHMof 

Mr.  WISE,  who  asked  the  Hoose  to  excose  him 
from  voting,  on  the  gronnd  that  neither  he  nor  the 
Hoiiae  bad  yet  beard  the  evidence  on  whiqh  the  iu< 
dividaals  whose  names  appeared  in  the  lesolmion 
bad  been  refased  their  seats. 

The  SFE&KER  said  the  genilemaa  was  not  in 
onkr,  as  the  request  conid  be  recfjved  only  by  ge- 
serkltoiuent.  < 

Mr.  WISE  then  gave  notice  that  be  would  re- 
fase  to  vote  ontil  be  bad  heard  the  testimony  by 
wbicb  the  ciaimaafcs  to  the  srals  were  rejected. 

The  Clsric  iben  proceeded  in  the  call  of  the  roll; 
after  wbicb, 

Mr.  LBADBETTER  wished  also  to  be  excufed 
from  rotiB^,  on  the  rroond  that  the  appropriation 
of  moiey  in  this  mater  wasunconsiitutioDal.  Mr. 
L.  however,  subsqaently  withdrew  his  request. 

The  result  of  the  voi*  was  then  annoonced,  as 
Callows— yeas  118,  nay;  67. 

YEAS— Mtssry.  Adamt,  Alf.ird,  John  W.  Al- 
len, Andrew^,  Baler,  Barnard,  Bell,  Boardman, 
Bond,  Botis,  Breckenridgp,  Brings,  Brocktray, 
Sampcon  H.  Batter,  William  O.  Butler,  Calhoun, 
William  B.  Oampbell,  Carroll,  Carter,  Clark, 
James  Coop.r,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Ciaig, 
Cranilon,  Cnckelt,  Curtis,  Cuihmg,  Edward  Da- 
vie, J.-ho  W.  Davis,  Garret  Dav  s,  Dawson,  De- 
berry,  Dennis,  Dellei,  Doe,  Edwards,  Evans,  E/e- 
i«t,  Fillmore,  Galbraith,  Gates,  Gentry,  Giddin^s, 
Uoggio,  Good',  Graham,  Grander,  Green,  Grin- 
Bel),  Habersham,  Hall,  William  S.  Hastings, 
Uawes,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Hill  of  Viiginia,  Hoff- 
man, JamcA,  Charles  John.ston,  Kempshall,  Lane, 
LeonaiJ,  Lincoln,  McCarty,  McClure,  Malloty, 
Marcband,  Marvin,  Mason,  Mitchell,  Monroe, 
MoBigomery,  Moore,  Morean,  Calvary  Morrt», 
Monow,  Naylor,  Nisbel,  O^le,  Osborne,  Paleo, 
Parmenter.  Peck,  Pope,  Proffit,  Randall,  Randolph, 
Rariden,  Riyner,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Edward  Rogert--, 
HiBsell,  Sa'tonstall,  Simontoa,  Slade,  Trnman 
Smith,  Stanly,  Staart,  Sumter,  Sneaey,  Jacob 
Thompson,  John  B.  Thrrapson,  Tiltioghast,  To- 
hmd,  Triplet),  Trtimbttli,Ftier  J.  Wagner,  War- 
ren, John  Whit*,  Thomas  W.  WtlUams,  Lewis 
WilHams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Chriitopher  H. 
Williams,  and  Winthrop — 118. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Jndsoa  Allen,  Anderson,  Ather- 
ton.  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Blackwell,  Boyd,  Aa- 
ron V.  Brown,  Carr,  Casey,  Cliapman,  Clifford, 
<3oles,  Connor,  Crary,  Dana,  Davee,  John  Davis, 
Doan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  F.ne,  Fisher,  Floyd, 
Fornance,  Garland,  Gerry,  Griffin,  Hand,  Hill  of 
North  Carolina,  Hook,  Hopkins,  Jack.son,  Jame- 
son, Cave  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jontfj,  Kcim,  Kem- 
ble,  Low'ell,  Laca»,  McClellan,  McKay,  Medill, 
MiUer,  Parriih,  Parri',  P<ynler,  Peirikio,  Pren- 
tiss, Reynolds,  Rives,  Samuel,",  Shaw,  Shepard, 
Albert  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  St*rkwealber, 
Siioog,  Poilip  P.  Thomas,  Tarney,  Underwood, 
Vanderpoel,  Wailerson,  and  Jared  W.  Williams 
—67. 

So  the  risojniion  wasadop'ed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  to  ask  ihe  conrent  of  the 
House  to  give  the  use  of  the  hall  to  the  "National 
lostitdlien  for  the  promotion  of  the  Arts  and  Sci- 
ences," formed  la^t  year  in  this  city.  The  Secre- 
tary of  War  was  its  «r  rffino  presiding  officer,  tnd 
he  had  been  ifqac&ted  by  the  society  to  deliver  an 
address  before  them  <ta  the  4ih  of  J«nuaiy  next. 
Mr.  A.  hoped  therefore  thai  the  use  of  it.e  hall 
wonld  be  given  on  the  evening  in  quest  on,  for  that 
purpose.     He  then  made  a  motion  to  that  t  ffcct. 

Mr.  PICKENS  rose  to  object  to  the  use  of  the 
hail  being  granted  for  any  such  purpose.  He  had 
embraced  the  p  esent  opportuntity  of  giving  his 
views  on  the  subj  xt,  because  he  had  no  sifb- 
siantiai  cbjectiun  to  the  object  proposed  by  the 
^eUkmaa  from    Maitaoboseits,      In    his    api- 

niPB,  tl)«  bill  ought  to  fcp  ttJeJ  for  nc  otbcr 


purpose  than  that  for  which  it  was  designed. 
He  even  objected  to  the  use  of  the  ball  being  given 
for  preaching,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
sometimes  conducted.  If  the  privilege  were  given 
to  one  society,  it  might,  on  the  same  principle,  be 
extended  to  other  societies  of  conUicting  views. 
Besides,  if  the  requrbt  of  Ihe  gentleman  Ircm  JAt^- 
sacliuseits  should  be  granted  in  this  instance,  it 
wonid  be  establishing  a  precedent  in  which  the  use 
of  the  hall  coold  be  claimed  by  societies,  the  prin- 
ciples of  which  were  at  war  with  the  peace  and 
safety  of  the  Unhm. 

He  fully  concurred  in  the  views  presented  by 
the  citizens  of  this  District  on  the  subject,  and 
trusted  the  request  would  not  be  pranteil. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  STANLY, 

Mr.  ADAMS  a'lverted  to  the  fact  that  the  use  of 
the  hall  bad,  time  sfer  tim'>,  been  granted  to  va- 
rious societies,  and  hoped  that  in  the  present  ea^ 
the  rale  would  not  be  departed  from.  Bat  the  gen- 
tlemau  ttom  S:>uth  Carolina  bad  carried  his  objec- 
tion ttill  further,  and  wished  to  abolish  preaching 
in  the  Hoore.  That,  however,  was  not  now  the 
question,  but  if  it  (hould  be  hroaght  up  he,  Mr.  A. 
would  give  his  reasons  why  the  practice  of  preach- 
ing ought  to  be  coDtinued.  Mr.  A.  then  made  some 
humoroos  allusions  to  the  "societies"  of  which, 
said  he,  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro'ina  ap- 
pears to  have  so  much  horror. 

The  qiics'icn  being  on  the  motion  lo  grant  leave, 

Mr.  PICKENS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WISE  said  be  would  not  have  said  a  word 
if  the  yeas  and  nays  had  not  been  called  for.  He 
ihould  be  g'ad  to  allow  the  use  of  the  hall  to  any 
scciety  that  was  decent  and  not  dangerous  to  the 
country.  Mr.  W.  said  this  was  the  people's  House 
for  all  proper  purposes,  but  whenever  any  improper 
nociety  should  ask  for  the  nfe  of  it,  he  would  be 
among  the  first  to  refuse  it.  In  the  prrseat  inf^tance, 
he  hoped  thr  request  would  be  complied  with. 

Mr.  DAWSON  ob,-erved  that  it  was  known  he 
had  been  a  uniform  opposer  of  motions  to  grant  the 
use  of  the  hall  for  such  purposes.  If  the  use  of 
the  bnilding  were  granted  to  the  National  loslitute, 
every  other  society  in  the  country  would  be  entitled 
to  the  same  privilege;  and  if  they  Fhonld  apply,  on 
what  ground  could  they  be  refused?  He  was  forre- 
restriciing  the  use  of  the  ball  to  the  legislative  business 
of  the  country.  The  bnildiBg  was  erected  for  that 
and  no  other  purpose.  There  were  247  members  on 
the  ftjor,  who  fully  occupied  it,  wherea«,  in  case 
the  lecture  should  be  delivered,  perhaps  1,500  per- 
soiy  would  wish  to  be  prrseut.  He  thought,' there- 
fore, in  point  of  convenience  only,  the  chnrches 
and  other  buildings  in  the  eity  would  be  far  pre- 
ferable. He  hoped  the  application  would  be  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  CRAIG  did  not  think  the  H  use  would  be 
bound  to  grant  the  use  of  the  had  to  any  society, 
merely  because  it  had  extended  Ihe  priv.lege  lo 
some  of  a  proper  character. 

Mr.  COOPER  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  that  this  waa  the  House  of  the  people;  bnt 
the  people,  in  erecing  it,  had  decided  to  \ihat  pur- 
pose It  was  to  be  devoted,  viz:  as  a  hall  of  legisla- 
tion. He  therefore  considered  they  had  no  aniho- 
rity  lo  gram  the  request  now  made,  and  should 
vo'e  against  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  cf  Mii•«i^sippi  desired  (o  know 
at  whose  expcDie  the  lights  were  furnished,  when 
the  u.»e  of  ihe  hatl  was  granted  for  such  purposes. 
If  the  expcn.-e  did  not  exceed  a  single  cen',  it  in- 
volved the  same  principle  as  if  it  were  a  thousand 
dollars. 

Mr.  WISE  thousht  if  Ihe  Secretary  of  War 
save  lirht  to  the  House  by  his  lecture,  it  was  no 
more  than  fair  that  the  Hon.-c  shoiiM  in  return 
famish  li^ht  lo  him  and  his  heater.^.  His  maxim 
was",  "light  frr  light." 

Tlie  qiie.tion  on  the  motion  was  then  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays^,  and  resoltcd  as  follows — jeas  88, 
uuy<  84. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Ad^ms,  John  W.  A'lcn,  Bar- 
nard, Beatty,  Bell.  Boatdman,  Bond,  BotLo,  Breck- 
enridgc,  Brigg?,  Bnckway,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey, 
Claik,  James  Cooper,  Wtlliam  R.  Cooptn-,  Craig, 
Crockeii,  Cashin?,  Edward  Daviffs,  Deberry,  D^n- 
nin,  Dellei,  Duncan,  Evans,  Everett,  Fiflmore, 
Vim\KT,  Wftlliiaittt,  Gwliind,  Qeot»7,  OiJ'li>'25| 


Qoggin,G.>ode,  Graham,  Granger,  Green,  Gtionell, 
Hand,  William  S.  Hastings  Henry,  Hoffmui, 
Hook,  Hunt,  Jackson,  James,  Keim,  Kembte, 
KempsbaM,  KilIe,Leet,  Lincoln,  McClure,  Marvin, 
Ma^on,  Miller,  Monianya,  Calvary  Morris,  Mor- 
row, 0»le,  Parmenter,  Paynler,  Peck,  Proffit,  Ran- 
dolph, Rariden,  Rayaer,  Reed,  -Aidgway,  Russel>, 
6.^lton.;tall,  Simtnton,  Albert  Smith,  Truman  Smith, 
S  aniy,  St.\rkweather,  Stuart,  Sweney,  Taliafeiro, 
Tillinabnsi,  Toland,  Trombull,  Peter  J.  Wagner, 
John  White,  Lewis  William*,  Winthrop,  and 
Wise— 88. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Jnd.son  Allen,  Andrews,  Ather- 
ton,  Banks,  Baker,  Beirn*,  Blackwell,  Boyd,  Aaron 
V.  Brown,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  Wm.  O.  Butler, 
Calhonn,  Carroll,  Chapman,  dilTord,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Mark  A.  (hooper,  Crabb,  Cranston.  Crary, 
Dana,  John  W.  Davis,  Garret  Davis,  Dawsoa, 
D:ckerson,  Doe;  Earl,  Eastman,  Fiiher,  Floyd, 
Gates,  Griffin,  Habersham,  Hammond,  Hawer, 
Hawkins,  Htll  of  North  Carolina,  Hopkins,  Jame- 
son, Charles  Johnston,  Cave  Jobnson,  Nathaniel 
Jime.'',  Lane,  Leadbeiter,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McClel- 
lan, McCulloch,  McKay,  Marchand,  Medill,  Mont- 
gomery, Morgan,  Samuel  W,  Morris,  Nisbel,  Os- 
borne,'Palm,  Parrish,  Parri-,  Petrikin,  Pidcens, 
Reynolds,  Samuels,  Shaw,  Shepard,  Strong,  Sumter, 
SwcaringoB,  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Waddy  Thompson, 
Jacob  Thompson,  J  hn  B.  Tbomd«>n,  Triplett, 
TiMney,  Underwood,  Vanderpoel, Watler8on,Wj(k, 
Jared  W.  Williams,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Jo- 
seph L.  Williams,  and  Christopher  H.  Williams 
—84. 

So  leave  was  granted. 

Mr.  BOrrs,  on  leave,  submitted  the  following 
resoUtion: 

Reaoltted,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  in- 
strocted  to  report  by  what  authority  the  snm  of 
$1,180  50  was  paid  to  Charles  J.  logersoll,  esq.  for 
his  expenses  in  taking  testimony,  etc.  in  the  ron- 
testrd  (lection  with  Charles  Naylor,  «.«q.  pending 
the  last  Ee.<^sion  of  Congress,  and  out  of  what  fond 
such  amount  was  paid,  as  repotted  in  doeament  No. 
7  to  this  Hou  e. 

Mr.  MEDILL  moved  to  amend,  by  iucluding 
the  expenses  in  the  cases  of  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and 
his  colleagues  from  New  Jersey,  and  also  Mr. 
Naylor. 

Mr.  BOTTS  accepted  Mr.  Meoill>s  proposi- 
tion. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  McKxr,  the  resolution 
wa^  further  modified  by  substituting  the  Committee 
of  Accounts  for  the  Clerk. 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  details  of  the 
resolution,        " 

Mr.  BOTPS  withdrew  hb  acceptance  of  the  mo- 
di6eations  proposed,  and  adhered  to  the  resolution 
as  originair  proposed. 

Mr.  MEDILL  wi!>hed  to  have  some  information 
in  relation  to  the  witnesses  who  were  examined  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Natlob. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  replied  that  the  bills  in  favor  of 
his  witnesses  were  not  paid.  They  were  passed  by 
the  Committee  on  Accounts,  and  the  money  ten- 
derwi  to  him  bytheCleik  Aut  believing  such  apay- 
ment  would  be  illegal,  it  was  rofused. 

After  some  further  cocveivaiion  of  a  desultory 
character,  the  -  amendment  of  Mr.  Mediix  was 
withdrawn. 

The  questitn  was  then  taken  on  Ihe  resolution  of 
Mr.  BoTTS,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

Mr.  MONROE  gave  notice  of  a  bill  lo  abolish 
imprisoMm>-nt  fcr  debt  in  certain  cases'. 

Mr.  BREWSTER  gave  notice  of  a  bill  making 
appiofrijtionT  for  the  improvement  of  ceitain  har- 
bors on  the  Northern  and  Northwestern  Lake.°. 

Mr.  BAltNARD  moved  tbc  folloiiing  rcwlutioo, 
ubicli  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table  one  day,  un- 
der the  rnle,  and  ordered  to  be  piinted: 

litaolvtd,  Thit  the  Secrelaiy  of  the  Treasury  do 
make  to  th-s  House  a  report  to  the  following  effect, 
viz: 

1.  A  statement  showing  the  aggregate  revenue 
which  accrued  to  tbe  Government  from  customs, 
from  laiids,  and  under  the  head  of  what  is  usually 
dsnomioated  "miscelianeous,"  in  the  years  1837, 
1838,  I83S,  Buil  184Q,  estimating  for  the  Usi  qaar. 
ter  cf  ib«  ts'ter  jm;  wi  Rboniog  gl^o  (be  »«;;r9« 
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gtie •xpendittties during dw  same. yew*,  ettiont- 
itig  fcr  the  laat  qaarter  of  ]e40,  eKclndiag  all  pay- 
Bieii(a  oa  acconat  of  the  redemption  ef  Treasury 
notes,  and  alto  all  payments  on  aecoont  nf  trnst 
fluids,  except  so  far  as  sneh  fnod)  have  failed  to 
prodnee  the  full  amount  of  inieiest  or  annuiiy 
actually  paid  on  acoonai  of  them.  The  statement 
to.  show  the  general  balance  between  such  rereane 
and  expenditures  for  the  whole  period. 

8.  AstatemeusbowiiigihssonMesfrDm  which 
money  has  been  derived  to  the  Treasury,  within  - 
the  four  years  above  mentioned,  aod  the  amount 
from  each  source,  with  the  aggregate;  estimating 
?or  amounts  received  or  reeeivaUe  m  the  last  quar- 
ter of  1840.  This  statement  to  indude  the  sum 
actually  received  in  the  Trearary  after  setting 
apart  the  ori)(inal  amoDDt  for  deposite  with 
the  States  under  the  deppiite  act  ot  1836;  the 
amount  of  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposiie  money 
under  that  act  which  iras  finally  retained  in  the 
Tre^ury;  the.  amount  of  tru'^t  or  indemniiy  funds 
(if  any)  received  and  not  invested;  the  amount  of 
Treasury  notes  which  will  be  outstanding  on  the 
Itt  •(  January,  1841,  with  the  interest  accrued  on 
them;  the  amount  received  on  old  doty  bonds,  the 
payment  of  which  bad  been  postponed;  the  amount 
received  on  bonds  for  the  sale  of  the  stock  of  the 
United  States  in  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  State;; 
and  the  amoant  received  (rooi  various  banks  which 
suspended  in  1837.  This  statement  to  show  how 
much,  if  any,  of  these  moneys  remain,  or  will  be  in 
the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1841. 

3.  A  statement  (as  far  as  the  same  is  known,  or 
can  be  readily  ascertainrd)  ihowing  in  wbat  casef, 
if  any,  and  to  vihat  extent  and  pecuniary  amount, 
public  works  have  been  or  will  be  carried  oi<,  or 
services  rendered  in  behalf  of  the  Oovetnmeoi, 
under  appropriations  of  the  present  year,  or  of  past 
year; ,  dur.ug  the  year  1840,  (except  under  the  Post 
Olfice  Department,)  in  regard  to  which  any  special 
agreement  or  nndrrstanding  whatever  exi&is  that 
the  payment  therefor  should  net  be  called  for,  and 
should  not  be  made  in  the  year  1840,  or  until  after 
the  4th  day  of  March,  1841. 

4.  A  statement  showing  what  will  be  the  pro- 
bable amount  out  of  the  new  and  pemanent 
appropriations,  a«  exhibited  in  the  estimates  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  7ih  atid  8th  December  instant, 
for  the  year  1841,  which  will  remain  unexponded 
or  uncalled  for  at  the  close  of  the  year  1841.^ 

5.  A  statement  showing  the  amounts  whieh'wiU 
be  required  to  purchase  stock,  or  make  invest- 
ments, for  or  in  brhalf  of  Indians  or  Indian  tribes, 
pursuant  to  any  tr«a<y  or  other  stipulation  other 
than  SDch  as  may  have  been  estimated  frr  by  the 
Secretary  in  his  report  of  the  7>h  December  in* 
Slant. 

6.  A  ^tatement  Uiowing  more  partienlatly  than 
appears  from  his  report  of  the  7ch  December  in- 
stant, how  maeh  the  expenses  of  1841  vrill  fall  be- 
low ihoeeof  1840,  on  account  of  each  of  the  fol- 
lowing pariicolars,  namelj:  because  "the  pensioiw 
have  diminished  by  death;"  because  "ftwer  Indians 
remain  lo  be  removed;"  because  "several  expen- 
sive pnblie  buildings  have  been  mosUy  finished;'' 
and  because  "hostilities  with  the  Seminoles  most 
be  nearer  to  a  close."  - 

7.  A  statement  showing  the  amonnt  of  elaiua 
now  pending  in  the  Department,  growing  out  of  the 
Florida  war,  or  relations  niih  Indiaoa,  or  other- 
wise, whether  such  claims  have  been  considered  or 
pa<s«d  upon  or  not,  with  the  probable  or  proxinute 
amonni,  in  the  aggregate,  of  nnch  claims  which 
will  become  a  chatge  aprn  the  Treasury,  as  nearly 
as  the  Secretary  is  able  to  ascertain  or  to  jndge 
thereof,  with  the  means  be  has,  or  ean  readily 
command. 

Mr.  HUNT  of  New  York  offered  the  follow, 
ing: 
Joint  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 

Constitution  of  the  United  S<atrs,  and  limiting 

the  term  of  office  of  the  President  of  the  United 

Stales. 

Rtsolvtd  hy  tht  Stnalt  md  Howe  o/  PeprctenUtbut 
qf  tht  Vnittd  Slate*  cf  Antriet  in  Cngrtm  i$em- 
bitd,  (two  thirds  of  both  Houres  deeming  it  neeea> 
cary,)  That  the  following  article  be  proposed  to 
ihe  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  as  an  amend- 
H|eBt  to  the  ConstitnUon  of  the  United  Sifttes,  »hie!> 


article,  when  ratified  by  ihree-fourtbs  of  the  said 
Legislature,  to  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  par- 
poses,  as  part  of  the  .^aid  Conslitntina,  via: 

"The  President  of  the  United  Slates  ahall  hold 
his  cffice  bat  for  one  term  qf  four  years,  and  thall 
be  ineligible  thereafter." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MARCHAND,  it  was 

Rathi:d,  That  the  Cominiiite  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions be  instrncted  to  inquire  into  Ike  expediency 
of  placing  the  name  of  Samuel  Neely  en  the  list  of 
invalid  pensioners,  and  that  ihe  accompanying  pa- 
pers be  referred  lb  said  committee. 

On  m(  tion  of  Mr.  TOLAND,  it  was 

Setohtd,  That  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  House  any  report  or 
o'ber  official  communication  made  to  him  since  the 
Ut  of  May  last  by  the  collector  of  the  port  of 
Philadelphia,  or  any  other  person,  in  relation  lo 
the  condition  of  the  enstom-houte  building  at  said 
port. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENRT,  it  w«8 

Besohtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instrncted  to  inqair<'  into 
the  expediency  of  making  immediate,  pro vii  ion  fur 
issuing  land  scrip  lo  States  for  military  bounty 
land  warrants  in  all  case.-!  where  watraois  are  out- 
standing for  services  in  the  laic  or  Revolutionary- 
war,  or  to  make  such  other  provision  as  the  com- 
mittee may  deem  most  expedient. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMMOND,  it  was 

Sttoltcd,  Tnat  the  Committee  pa  Public  Lands 
be  inatructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  per* 
milting  Abbot  Green  and  George  Scbnable,  of 
Pennsylvania,  lo  apply  the  money  they  have  depo- 
sited with  the  Trea«urer  of  the  United  Stales  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  for  lands  which  they  tni:;bt 
purchase  from  tte  Uaitrd  Stales  at  priva'e^ntry,  in 
paymrnt  for  lands  which  they  may  hereafter  pur- 
chafe  at  public  sales. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  inquired  if  the  se- 
lect committee  appointed  last  session  on  the  subject 
of  a  national  foundry  was  considered  as  so  far  in 
exis'ence  as  to  be  authorized  to  submit  their  report 
at  this  session. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  made  a  statement  of  drcurn- 
stanees  which  took  place  at  the  lax t  session,  which 
induced  him  to  believe  the  committee  wai  con- 
tinued over  to  the  present  session. 

The  SPEAKER  answered  that  the  commiUee 
was  discharged  by  the  adjournment  of  ihe  last  ses- 
sion, and  conid  not  now  leport. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  then  moved  that  the  commiike 
be  revived;  which  was  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  BOTTS  moved  the  following: 

1.  Jitsoloed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  report  to  this  House  the  amount  of 
Treasury  notes  and  drafts  that  have  been  ismed 
and  drawn  since  the  Ist  erf' January,  1840,  with  the 
respective  dates  at  which  such  notes  and  draAa 
have  been  issued  and  drawn;  together  with  ihe 
names  of  the  persons  to  whom  or  in  whose  favor 
and  for  whose  benefit  sneh  drafts  have  been  drawn, 
and  the  lervice,  con^ideratioa,  or  object  for  which 
thry  have  been  drawn. 

2.  Utialeti,  That  he  be  directed  to  report  at 
wbat  time  or  limes,  and  what  amount  of  Trewuty 
notes,  if  any,  have  been  deposited  with  any  of  ibe 
bankf,  and,  if  any,  ahieh  of  such  bank.',  and  at 
what  lime;  what  smount,  and  what  description  of 
fund-*,  if  any,  were  received  from  the  banks  in 
which  such  deposiics  were  made;  and  whether  said 
money  was  left  in  deposite  in  said  banka,  or  trans- 
ferred lo  tbe  Independent  or  Snb-Treasnry  as  di- 
rected by  law,  and  at  what  time  the  inteiest  com- 
'menced  on  Ihe  notes  thus  deposited. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  was  about  to  put  the  question 
on  these  resolutions,  when  it  was  objeaed  to,  be- 
cause they  should  lie  on  the  table  one  day  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  BOTTS  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  resolutions  at  this  lime, 
and  called  for  tbe  yeas  and  nay;^;  which  were  or- 
dered. They  were  taken,  and  resulted — for  the 
stispension  80;  against  it,  60,  aafollowM 

YBAS— MeiMs.  Adam;,  Andrews,  Bell,  Board- 
man,  Bond,  Botts,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Calhotm, 
'VTm.  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Clark,  James 


Co«per,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Cfoakett,  Canity,  Onahing, 
Edward  Davies,  Garret  Davis,  Dawion,  Dcbeny, 
Doe,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Fisiher,  Garland,  GsiM, 
Qiddintis,  Goggin,  Qoode,  Graham,  Granger,  Ori»> 
ncll,  Habersham,  Wm.&  Hastings,  Henry,  Hilt 
of  Virginia,  James,  Charles  Johnston,  Wm.  Cost 
Johnson,  Lsne,  Lincoln,  Lucas,  Marvin,  Masoa, 
Morgan,  Calvary  Morris,  Morrow,  Ogte,  Palen, 
Peck,  Pope,  Profit,  Randal',  Randolph,  Raridw, 
Rayntr,  R»ed,  Ridgway,  RqskII,  Saltonalail, 
Simonton,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Stuart,  SamMr, 
Taliaferro,  Tillinghast,  Tolaod,  Triplett,  Tnim- 
boll,  Underwood,  P.  J.  Wagner,  John  While,  L. 
Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Winibtop,  and  Wiaa 
—80. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atherton,  L^nn  Banks,  Baalljr, 
Beirne,  Aaron  V.  B;own,  Albtri  G.  Brown,  Wm. 
O.  Butler,  Carr,  Connor,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Craig, 
Crary,  John  W.  Davis,  Doig,  Duncaa,  Earl, 
Floyd,  Griffin,  Hand,  Hawkin!>,  Hillen,  Jaokaon, 
Jameson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim.  Kille,  Leet, 
Leonard,  Lonell,  McClellan,  MeClnre,  McCaW 
loch,  MrKay,  Marcband,  Medill,  Mnatanya,  Par- 
rish,  Parmenier,  Pavmer,  Petriltin,  Prenttse,  SLef* 
nolds,  Ryall,  Samuels,  Shaw,  Shepard,  Stark- 
weather, Strong,  Swearingen,  Sweney,  Philip  P. 
Tht'maf,  John  B.  Thompson,  Torney,  Vanderpoal, 
Vroom,  Watierson,  Wcller.  Wick,  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams, and  Henry  Williams — 63. 

T«o-thi(ds  not  voting  in  the  affirauiiivev  dw 
rules  were  notsnspended- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GARLAND  of  VirgiBia,  it 
was 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  and  accompanying  report 
in  relation  to  illegal  and  fraudulent  sales  of  the 
public  lands  in  tbe  mining  districts  of  WiskonsiB, 
be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRAHAM,  it  waa 

An^lMil,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  iuie  the  expediency  of  paying 
Wm.  Cnnninjiham,  of  North  Carolina,  forservieei 
rendered  to  the  United  States  as  wagon-aaaater, 
when  Ihe  Government  was  preparing  to'  letgwre 
tbe  Cherokee  Indians. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STANLY,  it  was 

Raolntd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
diiected  to  send  to  this  House  a  copy  of  the  eonre- 
spondence  between  him  and  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Uniied  8ut«s,  and  between  the  Treasnier  and  any 
of  his  clerks,  relative  lo  the  actual  operation  of  the 
Sub-Treasuiy  bill,  as  it  passed  'he  Senate  of  the 
Uniied  States. 

On  mo'ion  of  Mr.  STANLY,  it  was 

KcMlwd,  Tbat  the  Postmaster  General  be  di- 
rected to  p:ace  such  books  and  papers  in  his  De- 
partmea  tasarenotwantedforim  mediate  ivsc,  in  tbe 
fire-proof  vaults  of  tbe  Treasury  building. 

liis  resolution  was  read,  and  disagre»d  to. 
SALARY  OF  CHAPLAINa 

Mr.  COOPKR  of  Georgia,  under  the  notioa 
heretofore  given,  asked  leave  lo  introduce  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  laws  now  in  force  fixing  the  salary  of 
the  Chaplain. 

Some  objection  being  made  to  graniiag  leave 
In  introduce  the  bill,  it  was  read  throughout  to  Ae 
Houce. 

Mr.  REED  called  for  the  yeas  and  najrF;  whvsh 
were  ordered,  acd,  being  taken,  the  vote  stood: 
For  granting  leave,  31,  a^nsti',  140,  aa  folio  ws< 

YEAS — Me.«srs.  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Carr, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  Jobn  Davis,  John  W.  Davis, 
Dawson,  Edwards,  Griffin,  Hill  of  North  Carolina, 
Hubbarl,  James,  Jameson,  Jenifer,  Nathaniel 
Jones,  McKay,  Miicheil,  Mon'gomery,  PetrikiB, 
Samter,  and  Tnmey— 21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.Allen; An- 
dersen, Atherton,  Banks,  Baker,  Barnard,  Beatty, 
Beirne,  Black,  Blackwell,  Boardman,  Bond,  Brew- 
ster, BrJgtiS,  Brockway,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Calboan, 
Carroll,  Carter,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clark,  Clifford, 
Connor,  James  Cooper,  Crabb,  Craig,  Cranaion, 
Crary,  Crockett,  Dana,  Thomas  Dtvee,  Edward 
Davies,  Garret 'Davi%  Deberry,  Dennis,  DiekeraoB, 
Dellet,  Doe,  Doig,  Earl,  Eastman,  Evans,  Everett, 
Fil  more.  Fine,  Filter,  Floyd,  Garland,  Gatae, 
Gcny,  Qiddir.g«,  G(^«in,Goofle,  Qrahjm,  Granger, 
Green,  Hammond,  Hand,  William  S.  Hastings, 
Hawea,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Hill  of 'STirginia,  HitiM, 
Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Hani,  Jackson,  Charles  ^obn- 
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Mod,  Wm.  Cost  Jubason,  Care  Johnson,  John  W. 
JoMt,  Keim,  Keable,  KiUe,  Lane,  Leet,  Leonard, 
Lincoln,  Lowell,  Lncas,  McCaity,  McClare, 
Marcband,  Marrin,  Mason,  Montanjra,  Naylor, 
Nisbet,  Osborne,  Palen,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Payn- 
ter,  Peck,  Pope,  Proffii,  Randall,  Randolph,  Rari- 
den^  Reed,  Reynolds,  Ridgway,  Edvard  Rogers, 
Rnssell,  Ryall,  SSmuels,  Shaw,  Simon  oo,  Slade, 
John  Smith,  Tfaman  Smiib,  Stanly,  Starkweather, 
Strong,  Sloart,'  Talialerro,  I'aylor,  Philip  F. 
Thomas,  Wadty  Thomp-^on,  Jiioob  Thompson, 
TUtinghast,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van- 
derpoel,  Vfoom,  D«vid  D.  Wacener,  Pi»ler  J. 
Wigner,  John  While,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Tho». 
W.  Williams,  Henry  Will'sms,  Lewis  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Wil!iam<',  Chrintopber  H.  Williams, 
Winihrop,  and  Wise— 140. 

8a  leave  was  tefuseil. 

Mr.  COOPER  then  asked  leave  to  introdace  a 
reflation  direcing  an  inquiry  into  ibe  expediency 
of  repeating  the  law  now  in  force  filing  ibe  salary 
of  the  Chaplains  to  CoojU'ess. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and 

Mr.  C.  explained  the  object  of  Ih:  inqair;  be 
proposed. 

Objection  was  mad«  to  granting  leave,  and  so 
the  mailer  rests. 

Mr.  DAWSON  moved  the  following: 

Retoleed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  rrqiie.'^ted  to  commonicate  to  this  Hone 
the  number  of  claims  which  have  been  presented 
to  that  Department  fur  hor^e-,  Ac.  lost  in  the  seve- 
ral campaigns  in  Florida  against  ihe  Senunole  la 
dians;  how  many  h'.ve  been  allowed  and  paid;  and 
Ibe  reasons  why  the  olher<  have  not  been  paid. 
And  that  the  Secret<!ry  of  Wai  be  also  rrqaesied  to 
recommend  snch  amendments  to  the  laws  rrgulat- 
iog  eneh  claim<i  as'he  may  deem  necess^nry  to  se- 
cure to  the  soldiers  a  remuneration  for  the  losses 
thus  sustained  in  the  service  of  t^e  country. 

This  reaoiutioD,  under  the  rales,  was  laid  over 
one  day. 

Mr.  DAWSON  asked  the  nnanimons  consent  of 
Ike  House  to  consider  it  at  this  lime,  which  was  re- 
fused. 

Mr.  TURNEY  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rnles, 
bat  two-thirds  not  voting  therefor,  the  rules  were 
not  suspended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  it  was 

Rttolvtd,  That  the  President  inform  this  House 
what  appropriation!  of  money  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress  were  eip<nded  by  him;  designating  lo 
what  particDlar  objects  ^ch  appropriations  irere 
made,  and  the  specifi-d  sums  suspended;  and  what 
rams  eontitt  ned  to  be  so  suspended  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  sessiun,  aud  their  objects 
respectively . 

Mr.  WBLLER  moTcdJan  adjoainmcm,  which 
was  not  carried. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  moved  a  re^lniicn  propoung 
the  foUowing  amendment  to  Ihe  rales: 

"All  the  Siatet  and  Territories  shall  be  called  for 
rsjolaiions  on  each  alternate  Monday  during  each 
session;  and,  if  necessary. to  »cars  this  object  on 
E^d  diys,  all  rejolutioos  which  thall  f;ire  rite  to 
debate  shall  lie  over  fur  one  day,  and  on  ihe  next 
:abseqaent  day  appropriated  to  resolniiont;  aad 
after  all  the  Sales  and  Terriioiie<  shall  have  been 
called  ihroogh,  the  resolnlions  so  lying  over  vhall 
cjme  up  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  respective- 
ly offered." 

Mr.  A.  moved  to  suspend  the  rale  lo  consider  the 
resolution  at  this  time;  which  motion  to  suspend 
was  not  canied.and  the  te-o'ntion  vtaj  laid  over, 

Mr.  CROCKETT,  nnder  the  notice  given  by 
him  some  days  »go,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
trodace a  bill  to  amend  an  act  to  authorize  the 
State  of  Tennefsee  to  i^ne  grants  and  perfect  ti- 
tles to  the  lands  therein  des  -ribed,  and  to  settle  the 
claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lends 
within  the  same;  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred 
lo  the  Oommiilee  on  Public  Landi. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  it  was 
,  ^etolttd.  That  tbe  Committee  of  Clsiais  be  in- 
mstrncled  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieney  of  paying 
John  Q.  Bibb  for  a  horse  and  other  property  lost  in 
the  Florida  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOSEPH  L.  WILUAMS,  U 
was 


Rt»Uvti,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poit  Office 
f  nd  Post  Roads  inquire  into  the  expet'ieacy  of  es- 
tablishing a  direct  coKtinaooj  mail  roate  from  Ash- 
ville,  Noith  Carolina,  to  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama, 
via  the  counties  of  Cocke,  Sevier,  Bloont,  Mon- 
roe, McMinn,  and  Bradley,  Tennessee;  the  ,coDn- 
lies  of  Cass,  and  Murray,  Geurgia;  and  the  coun- 
ties of  Benton  and  St.  Clair,  Alabama. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  QOODE,  it  was 

Seioleei  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
required  to  report  to  this  House  whether  any,  and, 
if  any,  what,  part  of  the  surplus,  or  additional  sec- 
tions, or  parts  of  sections,  (lying  along  and  adjoin- 
ing the  alternate  sections  on  the  Miami  Canal,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  withheld  from  sale  at  the 
same  time,  the  eaid  aliernaie  sections  beini;  within 
them,)  hss  been  sold  lince  tise  fint  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1836;  also,  that  he  state  to  whvm  said  lands 
have  been  sold,  at  what  land  office,  at  what  time, 
at  what  price,  aad  whether  the  patent'!  have  been 
issued  for  the  said  lands,  and,  if  jict,  whether  it  is 
the  intenticn  of  said  Department  to  is-u:  sa'd  pa- 
lejiis,  and  wbsiber  said  sales  wtre  in  pursuance  of 
the  order  of  said  Department  or  no!;  and  that  he 
furnish  copies  of  all  instructions,  given  by  the  dif- 
ferent Commissioners  of  the  General  Land  Office 
from  time- to  time,  relating  to  the  withholding  from 
sale  of  lands  on  the  ronte  of  the  said  Miami  C«nal, 
and  on  the  Ani^laize  river,  in  ihe  Siate  of  Ohio,  as 
alternate  sec:ion«  on  said  canal;  and  all  the  corre- 
:tpondence  of  said  Defariment  with  the  (ffi:ers  of 
the  land  cifi  ^e  where  .Mid  lane's  may  have  bten 
sold,  and  th';  correspondence  of  the  said  Depart- 
ment wi'h  a'l  others  on  the  subject  ol  said  addi- 
tional section.*,  or  the  ^als  thereof;  and  that  heal.o 
furnish  ihis  H"us«  wish  .\  conv  of  th«  ord'c  or  rn!e 
of  the  Dep.irtment  of  the  l-^t  day  of  January,  163$, 
relative  lo  the  manner  io  which  lands  are  allowed 
to  be  entered  which  have  been 'subject  to  private 
entry,  but  withheld  ffom  ? a'e  from  any  caase. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  PROPFiT,  it  was 

Rttoivti,  That  the  Sccreta'-y  of  War  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House,  at  as  early  a  day  as  pos« 
sible,  copies  of  all  correspondence  between  the  De- 
partment and  Superiniendents  of  the  CumbeiUnd 
Road  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  lUiacis,  daring  the 
year  1840.  Also,  eopic-i  of  all  correspondence 
daring  tbe  same  time  between  the  Department  and 
the  Saperintendent  of  public  works  on  the  lake  bor- 
der of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Illinois,  and  Wis* 
konsin.  Also,'  copies  of  correspondence  and  orders 
to  suspend  operations  on  the  pablic  works  and  sell 
the  public  properly  snd  machinery,  if  such  bashetn 
given. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD.  , 

Mr.  RARIDEN  moved  the  following: 

StiolKd,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  iDsiructf^d  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  set- 
ting apart  three  hundred  thon;aud  dollars  per  an- 
num of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  htnds  for  the  oon- 
tianation  of  tbe  Cumberland  Road  in  Ohio  to  its 
western  lerminaiioo,  lo  be  ron^tructed  iu  acontinu* 
ous  line  fn  m  East  lo  West,  and  of  distributing  the 
residue  of  the  said  prrcreds  amui.g  the  several 
Slates  upon  the  principle  of  what  is  called  Mr. 
Clay's  land  bill,  lakii^g  the  census  of  1840  as  tbe 
basus  of  the  disttibation. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  to  lay  (he  resolatioa  on 
the  table. 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered; 
but  before  taking, 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  made  and  prevailed. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
PaiDiY,  Dec.  18,  1340. 

After  the  joumat  had  bv^en  read, 

Mr.  JONES,  from  the  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  making  appro- 
priation for  tbe  paymen'  of  Revolmionary  and 
other  pensioners  ot  the  United  States  for  tbe  \  ear 
1841. 

The  bill  wa<!  read  a  first  and  second  lime,  when 

Mr.  J.  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  a  Cummittec 
of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ADAMS  desired  to  know  whether,  in  that 
bill,  any  provision  had  been  made  for  the  payment 
of  navy  peB.%ioDs. 

Mr.  JoKEi  replied  that  there  had  not,  as  that 


subject  had  been  referred  to  the  CopmitMe  «i>  tit' 
val  Affsirs. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  <kv  as  payment  to  the  navil 
peosioneis  woald  have  to  be  made  on  the  ftrst  of 
January,  be  hoped  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aifaata 
would  make  a  speedy  report 

Mr.  UEEO  observed  that  since  die  subject  bad 
been  referred  to  the  committee,  its  chairmu  had 
not  been  pre.^ent. 

Mr.  ADAMS  hoped  the  committee  woald  net 
wait  for  the  chairman.  There  was  but  a  short  pe- 
riod intervening  between  now  and  the  time  when 
the  money  would  be  doe.  Beside;,  there  was  a, 
special  rfcnmmend«iion  :'ubmiited  tu  the  House  by 
ths  President  on  the  subject.  He  trusted,  there, 
fore,  that  speedy  action  would  be  had,  aad  ibat  the 
faith  of  the  nstion  pledged  lo  these  pensioners 
would  not  be  endansered  by  the  fact  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  was  ab- 
sent from  bis  post. 

The  q  :e>tion  on  the  reference  of  the  bill  to  .the 
Commi  tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union 
was  then  taken  aad  decided  in  the  affirmative.  So 
the  bill  was  referred,  and,  with  tbe  accompanying 
documents,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES,  tbe  Committee  on 
Ways  and  Means  were  aniharjzed  to  employ  a 
cUrk  at  Ihe  mte  of  |4  per  day. 

Mr.  DAVIS  of  Keatacky  gave  notice  that  he 
would,  at  £Oine  future  day,  ask  leave  to  inttoJuca 
a  bill  to  limit  the  compensation  and  emoluments 
of  district  attorney?,  marshaLi,  clerks,  collectors  ef 
pons,  and  ether  ifficers  of  the  United  State;;  and 
to  regulate  'ha  fee  bill  and  costa  to  b«  taxed  in 
suits  in  the  United  States  coorts. 

Mr.  EVANS,  on  letve,  presented  a  petition  nu- 
'meronsly  signed  by  citizens  of  Portland,  Maine,  on 
the  subject  uf  tbe  coli^nial  trade;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  ^lovrd  that  when 
the  House  adjourned,  it  adjourn  to  Monday  next. 
Mr.  J.  observed  that  some  time  would  be  required 
to  repair  and  replace  the  seats,  which  had  been  da- 
maged by  the  fsU  of  the  chandelier.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  motion  would  be  concurred  in. 

Tbe  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmaiive. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  then  moved  that  the  Bona*,  do 
adjourn;  which  motion  was«lso  agreed  to. 

And  the  House  adjourned  to  Moiiday  next. 

IN  SENATE, 
MoKDAT.  D«»eember  21,  1841. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS,  Mr.  SMITH  of  CanaFctieat, 
and  Mr.  WALKER,  appeared  in  their  placea  thit 
mornini;. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  pieaented  a  daeament  in 
relation  in  the  claims  of  d>e  represenuiives  of  Oet. 
Francis  Vigo;  which  was  re.'errcd  to  Ihe  Contmit- 
tee  on  R«v<^lu'>ionary  Claims. 

Mr.  WHITE  pr««ented  Ihe  ptfition  of  Wiilittt 
Poik;  which  was  referred  to  the  Conunittce  on 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  ih'.  peliiiOK  wd 
papers  cf  Jacob  Pennell,  nuw  ou  file,  were  refencd 
lo  the  Comm'tiee  on  Commerce;  and  the  petition 
nnd  papers  »i  Riehiird  B.  Mason  were  referred  to 
the  Corr.miitee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  SP.VlEapr«sent.-d  the  peiiUen  of  Jerry  Hi- 
nsDf;  which  was  leferred  to  the  Oomaittee  oi»  Fi- 
niocc. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  tbe  memorial  of  tb» 
Pre.ti(fent  and  Diteciors  of  the  Grand  Gnif  Bail* 
road  Company,  praying  for  a  rensisaion  of  duties 
on  certain  railroad  iron  intfiorted;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  W.  the  petition  and  papers 
of  John  Hntehins  and  others,  now  on  file,  were 
referred  to  the  Commi'tee  on  tbe  PablieLandi. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  the  petition  and  pa» 
pels  of  Catharine  Haywocd,  and  of  Catharine 
Howard,  were  taken  from  the  files  and  refened  !• 
Ih"  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  P.  also,  moved  that  John  Baner  have  leave 
10  withdraw  bis  petition  and  paperfj  wbieh  was 

"^On  moiion  by  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  petllJoB«d 
papers  of  Daniel  Sieenrod,  new  oit  file,  weicnfen^ 
to  the  CoMBi'tee  on  OUiflw. 
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Mr.  WRIOHT  presented  a  petition  of  a  large 
nnmber  of  citizens  of  New  York,  praying  the  pas- 
sage of  nnlform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankrapicjr; 
which  was  lefernd  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  an  additional  document  in 
relation  to  the  claim  of  die  Missonri  rolunteers; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  ANDBRSON,  in  pnrsnanee  of  previoos  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  blU 
to  anthorize  the  Legislatare  of  the  State  of  Arkaofas 
to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  use 
of  schools  in  that  Siat«;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Ci  mmiitee  on  the  Public  Land;. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Poblie  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  th«  re- 
solu'ion  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  addiiional 
compensation  to  registers  and  receivers  in  certain 
cases,  made  an  nnfa?orable  report  thereon;  and  the 
committee  were  discharged  from  its  further  conside- 
ration. 

Mr.'C.  also,  ftom  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  te  amend  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  If)  authorize  the  Siate  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  de- 
scribed, and  to  settle  the  cUims  to  the  vacant  and 
unappropriated  lands  within  the  same,"  passed  the 
I8th  day  of  of  April,  1806,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  refened  to  the  Commitiee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  C.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  a  bill  to  grant  other  lands  to  the  inha- 
bitants ot  townships  deprived  of  the  16  h  section 
by  Indian  reservations,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  iis  further  consideration,  as  there  was  a  gene- 
ral bill  on  the  subject  already  on  the  calendar. 
I  Mr.  C.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
J  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  per- 
manent prospective  pre-emption  law,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment,  aivl  asked  that  it  might 
be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  neztj 
which  waR  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Beojamia  Murphy;  and 

A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Richard  T.  Bank.-; 
severally  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  On 
Cairns,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  James 
W  I'iams,  a^ked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further 
coDsideratioD,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
mit'ee  on  the  Judiciary;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  from  the  same  committee,  arked  to  be 
dischartpd  from  the  further  conuderation  of  tbe  pe. 
tition  of  Charles  Howe;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
▼arioas  memorials  b»i  been  referred,  reported  the 
following  bills: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Hernandez; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gad  Humphreys; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Malachi  Hagan; 

A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  John  J.  Bulow; 

A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Clemens,  Bryan,  and 
Company;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Moore.  ' 

These  bills  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  WRIQHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Joab  Seely,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  W.  from  tbe  sane  commitiee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  for  the  reduction  and  graduation  of 
the  price  of  the  public  lands,  reported  tbe  same 
Willi  an  amendment;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  LINN  gave  notice  that  to^norrow  he  would 
Ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
keirs  of  Nathaniel  Fryer. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for 
tbe  relief  of  John  McLeod;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Oq  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  petitnn  and 
papers  of  Abraham  While,  and  of  Marjr  Brush, 
wer<!  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claim?. 

Mr,  M.  from  the  Oomauttee  on  the  District  of 
Coltimhia,  raportod  «  bill  for  i\u  relief  of  the  How. 
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A  bill  for  the  iplief  of  John  Carler;  which  were 
severally  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  KINQ,  from  the  Commitiee  on  Cummeice, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  making  appropria. 
tions  for  the  removal  of  the  raft  in  Red  river,  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  asked 
that  it  might  be  made  the  order  of  ihe  day  fur 
Thursday  next;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  K.  also,  from  the  same  commitiee,  to  which 
was  re'ierred  the  bill  authoriz'.ng  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  procure  steam  vessel*  for  the  reve- 
nue service, reported  the  same  without  amendnienl. 

Mr.  K.  alto,  from  the  same  commitiee,  to  which 
was  referred 

The  bill  allowing  drawback  upon  foreign  mer- 
chandise exported  in  the  original  packages  to  Chi- 
huahua and  Sante  Fe,in  Mexico; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Piumb  Island  Bridge 
Company;  and 

The  bill  for  ihe  relief  cf  Noah  Miller  and  others; 
severally  reported  tbe  same  without  amendment. 
^  Mr.  CALHOUN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  be 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  iocede  the  pub^ 
lie  lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  upon  ceitain 
conditions. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  ihe  bill  to  iriake  new 
provisions  respecting  navy  pensions,  and  making 
further  provisions  in  relation  to  navy  pcosioners 
reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  a>ked 
that  it  might  might  be  made  the  special  orJcrof 
the  day  for  Wcdn-  sday  next;  which  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  FULTON  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Henry  Wilson. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  L.  Winthrop  and  others,  directors 
of  an  association  called  tbe  New  England  Mississip- 
pi  Land  Company;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  E.  Nourse; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  a  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  cer- 
,  lain  officers  of  the  revenue  cntters  while  serving  in 
the  navy  of  the  United  Stales;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Commitiee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred,  rr- 
ported  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  taking  Ihe  sixth 
census;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, atked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors  on  the 
Northern  and  Northwestern  lakes;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committea  on  Commerce. 

Mr-  FDLTON  presented  the  petitions  of  John 
Jordan,  Frederick  Seigle,  William  Ramsey,  John 
H.  Piatt,  and  Moses  Elder,  which  were  sevarally 
referred  lo  the  Commitiee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabanta  presented  the  petition  of 
Jaiaes  McCrory;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  petition  vnd 
papers  of  Isaac  Branson  were  withdrawn  from  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  H.  the  petition  and  papers  of 
Moses  and  Harriet  Strong,  and  of  Hugh  Stewart, 
were  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Sinale. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  bill  reviving 
and  extending  the  charters  of  the  banking  institu- 
tions of  the  District  was  taken  up,  and  Mr.  T. 
moved  an  amendment  thereto;  which  'Was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  T.  said  this  bill  proposed  to  revive  the  char> 
tcrs  of  a  number  of  banks  in  tbe  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, which  charters  were  not  then  before  them. 
He  undcr;tcod  the  charters  wvre  alike,  and  there- 
fore he  moved  ibe  priniiog  of  the  charter  of  tbe 
Bank  of  the  Metropolis  only ,  wi  Ih  the  various  amead- 
ments  thereto,  for  ihe  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KINQ  could  not  see  the  necessity  of  print- 
ing the  charter,  as  it  had  been  already  priniett,  and 
the  Senator  could  see  it  at  the  Cl^k's  table,    ^t 
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Mr.  TAPPAN  said  he  had  not  been  able  to  find 
the  charters  in  any  of  tbe  documents  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate;  bat  if  ihe  Senator  from  Alabama 
bad  a  copy,  and  would  lend  it  tu  him,  be  would  be 
satisfied;  far  otherwise  he  knew  not  whelre  to  pro- 
cure one. 

The  question  was  then  taken  ^on  the  printing, 
and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  peti- 
tions of  John  Piper  and  Anthony  Qale,  now  on 
file,  were  referred  lo  th9  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  MOUTON,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  follow- 
ing bills: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  de  Passan  of  Loa- 
isiaaa; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Morgan  of  Loui- 
siana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Morgan  of  Loui- 
siana; 

A  bill  to  confirm  claim  to  lands  in  tbe  district 
between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers; 

A  bill  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  ihe  Oua- 
ch'ta  land  disirici,  iu  the  State  of  Louisiana; 

A  bill  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  Loa- 
isiana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  Baptiite  Grainger; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Madame  De 
Lafs°r,  and  their  legal  representatives; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Juan  Belgai; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  heiis  and  repre- 
sentatives of  William  Conway; 

A  bill  for  the  lelief  of  Pierre  Babin; 

A  bill  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  the 
Oreenburg  Land  District,  State  of  Louisiana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Compton,  assignee 
of  Ganigues  Flavjac; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  Baptist  Comeau; 

A  bi  1  confirming  the  claim  of  John  Bapiiste 
Lecompte  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Louisiana;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  lei^al  representatives 
o(  Tberese  Maleite,  widow  of  Gaspard  Phiole. 

These  bills  were  severally  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred 10  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  WALKER  snbmiued  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Rttolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
structed lo  inquire  itTle  tbe  expediency  of  granting 
further  time  for  payment  to  the  deposite  banks  in 
the  city  of  Natchez,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  PORTER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Rttolvtd,  That  the  Secretary  ot  tbe  Treasury  be 
instructed  to  inform  the  Senate  what  sales  of  pub- 
lie  lands  have  been  made  in  the  State  of  Michigan, 
north  of  the  I.ne  dividing  townships  twelve  and 
thirteen  north,  and  west  of  the  line  dividing  ranges 
two  aad  three,  west  of  the  principal  meridian. 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  the  following  resolation; 
which  wasconsidered  and  agreed  li: 

Resohed,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  requested  to  send  te  the  Senate  all  the  docU' 
ments  and  papers  relating  to  tbe  reports  of  the 
different  boards  of  commissioners  acting  under  the 
act  for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  approved  February  6, 1835. 

Mr.  NORVELL  submitted  tbe  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

ReioUnd,  That  the  Secretary  canse  the  chande- 
lier suspended  in  the  Senate  chamber  to  be  re- 
moved as  ^oon  as  it  can  conveniently  be  done. 

Tne  resolution  sobmiiied  some  days  since  call- 
ing on  the  President  for  information  relative  (o  the 
Northeastern  boundary,  was  taken  up;  and  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  referred  Jo  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Afi'airs. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
.for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Tho- 
mas Cooper,  deceased;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  P.  also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Gen.  John  B.  Wool  and  Gen.  Qeotge 
Croghan;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referiel  to  I' 
Cemmiitce  on  Military  affsirii. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  the  Senate  proceeded  ' 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplementary  to  an 
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Mr.  KING  Mid,  (hat  he  had  nceived  a  letter 
from  an  unfortnnate  debtor  in  New  York  in  r»la- 
tion  to  the  sabject- matter  of  this  bill.  The  laws  of 
New  York,  prior  to  the  last  session  of  her  Legisla- 
tare,  had  recognised  a  distinction  betwern  resident 
and  non-resident  debtors.  The  resident  debtors 
vere  exempted  from  imprisonment  for  debt  in  ccr- 
tain  eases.  The  non-resident  debtors  were  still 
sobjeet  to  it.  At  (he  last  session  of  (he  Lxgislatare 
of  New  York,  ihc  dircrimination  was  repealed, 
and  both  classes  of  debtors  placed  on  the  same 
fooling.  Bat  the  act  of  Ck)ngress  of  1839,  to  abo- 
I  list)  imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain  ewes,  having 
passed  before  ihe  act  passfd  by  New  Yoik  last  win- 
ter, vas  not  applicable  to  non-reMdents  of  (hat 
State.  Toe  provisions  of  (he  present  bill  would 
extend  the  benrfit  of  the  law  of  1839  to  that  class 
of  deb:ors.  He  trusted  tha(  no  ^bjeetion  would 
be  made  to  its  passage  at  once. 

Mr.  WALL  brgged  leave  lo  rctam  bis  thanks 
to  bis  honorable  friend  from  Alabama,  fur  bringing 
this  bill  before  the  Senate  at  this  time;  and  he  hoped 
thai  his  motion  wonld  be  unanimously  sustained. 
He  folly  e.iDCunred  with  him  in  the  propriety,  and 
he  might  add  the  jnsiice  and  necessity  of  the  imme- 
diate action  of  the  Senate.  He  believed  that  there 
would  be  but  one  opinion  among  Senators  npon 
the  merits  of  (he  bill.  The  original  bill  was  in- 
tended to  conform  the  practice  of  ihe  coar(s  of  the 
United  Stale;",  in  respect  to  the  imprisonmetft  of 
the  body,  to  that  of  the  several  States  in  which 
(bey  sit.  The  constraction  which  (hat  law  had  re- 
ciived  in  thoie  conrls,  ccnfined  its  remedial  opera- 
tion lo  (be  case  j  where  a  Slate  bad  abolished  im- 
prifonmeut  for  deb(  previous  (o  (be  passage  of  (he 
law.  Thi.s  defect  in  (Ke  law  was  jvesented  (o  the 
notice  of  (be  Senate,  at  (be  last  srssiott  by  his  ho- 
norable friend  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Norvfll,] 
who  introduced  the  present  bill.  It  received  the 
siaelion  of  the  Judiciary  Commiit'>e,  and  paused 
this  body  unanimoasly,  and  was  sent  to  (he  Hvnse 
of  Representatives  eaily  during  the  last  session, 
where  it  remained  unacted  on  at  their  adjonm- 
(Dtat.  As  soon  as  the  (Mmmiltees  of  the  Senate 
were  organized  at  the  present  session,  (he  same 
hill  was,  on  the  motion  of  (he  same  Senator,  refer- 
red (0  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  which,  at 
the  earlieit  moment  practicable,  reported  it  to  the 
Senate,  and  recommended  i<s  pas.<age.  He  bad 
been  indoced  to  make  these  remarks  in  the  hope  (bat 
(his  bill  might  aitract  the  attention  of  those  else- 
where, who  ooold  prevent  it  from  remaining 
amoDg  th«  nnfinished  bnsiness  of  the  present  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.'  NORVBLL  said,  (hat,  in  addition  lo  the 
reasons  assigned  by  the  honofable  Senator  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Kihg]  in  favor  of  the  immedia'e 
passage  of  this  supplemental  bill,  he  would  observe, 
(hat  in  one  or  two  S(a(es,  besides  New  York,  cer- 
tainly in.  one  other,  laws  had  been  passed  abolish- 
ins  uapvsonment  for  debt  within  their  respective 
limits,  snhseqaently  to  (henpassage  of  (be  act  (o 
which  (be  present  bill  was  a  supplement.  The  citi- 
zens of  (hose  States  were,  therefore,  by  the  con- 
suietion  of  the  Federal  conrts,  excluded  from  the 
benefit  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  1839,  conforming 
(be  laws  of  (he  United  States,  in  reference  to  oon- 
impriaonneat  for  debt,  to  the  laws  of  the  several 
S'a(es  in  force  at  the  time  of  its  pa.'^sage.  His  ho- 
norable friend  from  New  Jersey  [M.C,  Wall]  had 
done  him  the  Justice  to  ascribe  to  him  the  credit,  if 
it  were  any,  of  first  calling  the  at  eotton  of  ibe  Se- 
nate lu  the  defects  of  Ihe  act  of  1839,  ar.d  of  propos- 
in*  (be  remedy  which  (he  present  bill  presented. 
He  was  glad  (ba(  (be  Senator  from  Alabama  batf 
ihra  early  moved  (he  cousideratioa  of  a  bill  so  hu. 
mane  in  its  objecl-s  and  concluded  by  the  ex- 
pres^on  of  a  hope  that  the  Senate  would  immedi- 
ately pass  it  and  send  it  to' the  other  Hous?. 
Toe  bill  was  accordingly  taken  up,  and  r.0B':i- 

I      dered  as  in  conunittee  of  Ibe  whole,  and  oidered  (o 

I      he  cngros&ed  for  a  third  reading. 

f  ORDBBS  OK  THE  DAY- 

!  The  joint  resolaiion  proposing  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates  to  limit  the  tenure  of 
the  jad^es  of  the  federal  courts  wa.<i  lalicn  up,  and, 
on  motirn  of  Mr.  TAPPAN,  made  the  order  of 
|lw  4«y  fat  the  first  Monday  in  January, 
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to  hear  and  determine  claims  against  the  United 
Slates  was  taken  np  and  made  the  special  order  for 
Monday  next. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  Stale  of  Michigan  a 
quantity  of  land  to  aid  said  State  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  canal  aronnd  the  FaHs  of  Ste  Marie  was 
taken  up  and  made  the  special  order  for  Tuesday 
next. 

The  bill  to  create  an  additional  land  office  in  the 
Stale  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes,  being* 
taken  up, 

Mr.  NORVELL  explained  the  nscesiily  of  its 
passage,  and  hoped  it  would  be  acted  on  without 
delay. 

Mr.  PBE3T0N  wished  a  postponfment  of  the 
bill  unt.l  ihe  Senator's  colleague  [Mr.  Porter]  was 
in  bis  seat,  and  also  te  enable  the  Senate  to  arqnire 
the  information  requisite  to  act  understandingly  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  NORVELL  said  (hat  all  the  information 
necessary  was  already  before  the  Senate,  and  pre- 
sumed that  his  Cw<lleague  cunid  have  no  objection 
to  immediate  action  on  the  bill.  If,  howevrr,  he 
[Mr.  Porter]  wi»bed  its  postponement,  Mr.  N. 
would  not  press  the  matter  at  present. 

Mr.  PORTEK  (who  had  just  come  in)  express- 
ing a  wish  that  the  bill  might  be  paised  over,  it 
was  accordingly  done. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  W.  Paschall; 

Tbe  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  Slate  of  Alabama 
the  two  per  cent,  fund  reserved  by  the  act  for  her 
admission  into  the  Union,  to  be  applied  to  the 
making  of  a  road  or  roads  leading  to  said  Siatr; 

Hie  bill  lo  fsiabliih  an  additional  land  district 
in  State  of  Alabama; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Jont.-; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the 
public  land],  who  were  deprived  of  (be  benefi(s  of 
(he  act  granting  pre-emption  r'ehis,  which  was  ap- 
proved on  tbe  19  h  of  Jane,  1834; 

The  bill  lo  ftrani  oiher  lands  to  the  inhabitants  rf 
townchips  deprived  of  the  16ih  section  by  Indian 
reservation?; 

Thel>ill  to  relinquish  the  reversionary  interest  of 
theUnitfd  States  lo  a  ceitain  reservation  in  the 
Slate  of  Alabama; 

The  bill  in  relation  (o  donations  of  land  to  cer- 
tain peraons  in  tbe  State  of  Arkansa'^; 

The  bill  to  qniet  the  titles  of  certain  land  claiit- 
ants  in  the  S'ateji  of  Missouri  and  Aikansas,  and 
for  other  purposes; 

The  bill  to  settle  the  title  to  certain  tracts  of  laiul 
in  the  Slate  of  Arkansa.<'; 

Tae  bill  lo  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  township 
eight  north,  range  thirty-two  west,  in  Ihe  State  of 
Arkanras,  to  enter  a  section  of  land  in  lieu  of  the 
tixtecnth  section  in  said  township,  upon  condition 
that  the  same  be  surrendered  to  ihe  Uaiud  States 
for  mili(ary  purpose*; 

Tbe billauihorizing  the inhabilants tf fVactional 
township  ten  south,  of  range  oi:e  east,  in  the  Slate 
of  Arkansas,  to  enter  one  half  section  of  land  for 
school  purposes ; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Smith  of  Arkaa- 
sa-s  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Ar- 
kansas, who  lost  their  improvements  in  con<se- 
qnence  of  a  treaty  between  the  United  Slates  and 
Ihe  Choctaw  Indians; 

were  severally  considered  as  in  commiltea  of  the 
whole,  and  were  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  for  a 
lhir<l  readin?. 

Tbe  Senate  then  vent  into  Elzecnlitre  business; 
and  afterwards 

Adjourned. 

HOTSE  OP  REPRESENrATIVES. 
Monday,  December  21,  1840. 
Tbe  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  tbe  fol- 
lowing communications,  viz: 
•     1.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcasufy,   trans- 
milting  a  statement  of  the  fnndt.  of  the  Chicka- 
'K-v  Indians,  as  required  by  the  act  of  20  h  April, 
1836. 

0.1  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  referred  to  the  Com 
mittee  on   Indian   Affairs,   and   urdcicd    lo   be 
printed, 

5,  Prom  the  Corom'-ssjoner  of  the  Public  Build. 
iog»,  (jrB!^mlniii|  copies  of  «U  tbis  comoiots  vn^ie 


in  his  oQcc  from  the  1st  December,  1839,  to  the 
14th  December,  1840. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINCOLN,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ihe  Pablic  Buildii^;,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

3.  Prom  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
konsan,  transmitting  two  copies  of  the  laws  of 
said  Territory,  passed  at  the  last  two  sessions  of. 
the  Legislature  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIQOS,  referred  to  the 
Oonmittee  on  the  Territories. 

4.  From  the  Clerk  of  tbe  House,  as  follows: 
Hon  ^.  M.  T.  HoNTEa, 

Speaker  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives: 
E'la:  In  pursuance  of  the  following  resolution  of 
Ibe  Honse,  dated  December  17,  1840:  "Renbud, 
That  the  Clerk  of  Ibis  Hbttse  be  instructed  to  re- 
port by  what  authority  the  sum  of  eleven  hundred 
and  eighty  dollars  and  fifty  cents  was  paid  to 
CniRLTs  Jareo  Inoersoll,  efq.  for  his  expenses 
in  taking  testimony,  &c.  in  the  contested  election 
with  Charles  Natlor,  efq.  pending  at  the  last 
session  ot  Congress;  and  ont  of  what  fund  sneh 
amcunt  was  paid,  as  reported  in  document  No.  7 
to  this  House,"  I  beg  leave  to  report  that,  on  Ihe 
30(h  July  Um,  a  paper  was  handed  (be  accounting 
Clerk  of  this  office,  containing  a  lin  of  the  wit- 
nesses in  the  contested  case  of  Natlor  and  Ikoer- 
soLL,  together  with  the  number  of  days  such  wit- 
nesses had  been  in  attendance.  On  the  face  of 
this  paper  is  an  order  signed  "J.  JfHNsoN,  Chair- 
man of  Acc^untj,"  "that  the  witnesses  above 
named  be  pa'd  two  dollars  per  diem  *' 

In  virtue  of  this  order  I  paid  Mr.  Ingersoll 
|1,123  for  564  days,  at  |-2  per  day,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  the  .<:aid  witnesses.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  tes-ion  Mr.  Inoebsoll  returned  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  individuals  paid,  and  |11  50  in 
meney,  stating  that  that  amonnt  had  been  over- 
paid. In  casting  up  the  rtceipts  I  find  them  to 
amount  to        -  -  -  •  f  1,116  50 

Add  the  amount  letuincd  by  Mr.  Inqek- 
soLL  -  -  -  -         11  50 


Making    -  -  .  -  f  1,198  00 

The  amount  paid  to  Mr.  iNatnsoLL.  All  of  which 
is  respectfully  submitted. 

HUGH  A.  GARL&ND. 
NATURALIZATION  LAWS. 

Mr.  DAVIS  of  Indiana,  in  pursuance  of  notice, 
moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which  the 
bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Hanh  for  establishing  a 
uniform  rule  of.naturalization,  bad  been  refwred  lo 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  question  being  on  the  reconsideration, 

Mr.  DAVIS  moved  the  previous  questioa;  which 
was  ordered. 

A  member  from  North  Carolina  moved  a  call  of 
(he  Honse. 

Tht  SPEAKER  informed  him  that  after  the 
previous  question  had  been  ordered,  it  wa>  too  late 
to  move  fur  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  main  question  on  tbe  motion  to  reconsider 
was  (hen  ordered,  and  (akea  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follow.": 

YfCAS— Messrs.  Judson  Allen,  Anderson,  Banks, 
Beatty,  Bsirne,  Blackwe'l,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Albert 
G.  Brown,  Carr,  Cliflford,  Connor,  M.  A.  Cooper, 
William  R.  Cooper,  Craig,  Cjary,  Crtiss,  Dana, 
Davce,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Davi»,  Dickerson, 
Doan,  D:)ig,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely.  Fine,  Floyd, 
Foriiance,  Qalbraitb,  Gerry,  Hand.  John  Hastings, 
Hawkins,  Hill  of  North  Carolina,  Hook,  Hubbard, 
Jackson,  Jame.'-on,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  John«on, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  J  bn  W.  Joue.<>,  Keim,  Kdle, 
Leaitbcit' T,  Lcet,  Leonard,  Lowell,  Lur^s,  Mc- 
Clellaa,  McCJnrr,  McCullocb,Mallory,  Marcband, 
Medill,  Miller,  Monlany:',  Monigemcry,  Samuel 
W.  Morri',  Newhard,  Pariish,  Parmenifr,  Parris, 
Payn'er,  Picntiss,R';yriold.«,  EJwaid  Rogers,  Ryall, 
Samuels,  Shaw,  Albert  Smlib,  Thomas  Smith, 
Srona,  Sumter,  Swearingen,  S*eney,  Taylor, 
Jacob  Thompson,  Torney,  Vanderpoel,  Vroom, 
Daviil  D.  Wagencr,  Waltel^on,  Weller,  Wick,  J. 
W.  Williams,  and  Henry  Williams— 90. 

NAYS— Mc.-tt.rs.  AlforJ,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drews, Bill,  Boardman,  Bond,  Bi'ttj,  Brtckcnridge, 
Brings,  Sampson  H.  Bntler,  Calhoun,  Wm.  B. 
gfl»)j>b9li)  OiffoHi  Cvw,  Qmy,  Qb'muiia, 
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Clark,  Co'.es,  J&ines  Cooper,  Crabb,  CrustoD, 
Crocketif  Edward  Daries,  D.iwsoa,  Deberry, 
DfUet,  Doe,  E/acs,  Everett,  OarUnd,  Qates, 
Grentry ,  QAiiogi,  G)og:;in,  Ooode,  Qrangtr,  Griffin, 
QfiDQtII,  Hall,  William  S.  Hasling-,  Haves, 
Henry,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hofiman,  Haat.  James, 
Jenifer,  Charlrs  Johnston,  William  Cost  JubnsoD, 
Eempshal!,  Lane,  Lincoln,  Msrvin,  Maron, 
Mitehell,  Moarue,  Moore,  Morsan,  Calvar;  Mor> 
ris,  Naylor,  Nisbet,  Oiboroe,  Feck,  Randall,  Ran- 
dolpb,  lUrid^-n,  R^yner,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Rassell, 
Salumstall,  Sbepird,  Simonton,  Slade,  Slanir, 
Sinart,  Taliaferr',  Waddy  Thumpsoo,  John  B. 
Tbomp>on,  TilLnghast,  Toland,  Triplet!,  Tram- 
bull,  Underorood.  Peter  J.  Wagner,  Warren,  John 
While,  T.  W.  Williams,  Lewrs  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  William;,  Christopher  H.  Wi'liami,  Wm".hrop, 
and  Wi»e-93. 

So  the  Hcu-e  n  fused  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  BOTl'S,  after  som«  brief  preliminary  re- 
marks, asked  leave  to  submit  the  followii.g  rese- 
lation: 

SeioUtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Aoeoanis  be 
instructed  to  report  to  this  House  by  what  auibo- 
rily,  and  at  what  time,  and  on  wbo.<e  application 
it  was  ord  red  acd  piid,  they  directed  the  Cleik 
of  this  House  to  pay  the  sam  cf  $1,133  to  Charles 
J.  logersull,  as  cum^nsalion  lo  wilnex^e<,  &c.  ex- 
amined in  ibe  contcsied  eircticn  beivcen  the  said 
Charles  J.  logersull  and  Charles  Naylor 

Mr.  MEOILL  said  he  was  not  in  bis  place  when 
the  report  was  made,  bfiog  absent  on  a  special 
eommiitee.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  fenile- 
manfroK  Virginia  wculd  withdraw  his  rekoiuiion 
f<  r  the  present  to  permit  him  to  make  a  motion  in 
relation  lo  it. 

Mr.  B3TT3  desired  first  to  ascertain  the  sub- 
ject intended  t«  be  embraced  by  ibe  motion. 

Mr.  MEOILL  ^aidibaiin  ca.se  the  resolu'ion 
should  be  witiWrawn,  he  intended  to  sabmil  a 
motion  reoommiiiiDg  th:  rcpozt  of  the  Clerk,  and  di- 
recting him  to  report 

"By  what  authiriy,  on  what  voucben,  and 
throngh  whom,  he  paid  lo  E.  Bulkley  the 
som  of  $500;  to  Bayre  Newcoraba  tbe  (am  of 
$4I6i  anu  to  George  Lowrey  the  aam  of  $104,  for 
Ber?ices  rendered  by  them  in  taking  depositions  in 
the  case  of  the  contested  elaclion  between  Messrs. 
Ingetsolland  Najlor,  as  reported  in  Document  No. 
7;  by  what  authority,  and  on  what  vouchers,  he 
aent  to  Mr.  Naylor  money  to  pay  bis  witnenes  in 
tba  said  contesr,  and  which  that  gentleman  says  he 
returned;  whether  the  said  vouchers  give  thenam>s 
and  lime  of  attendance  of  the  said  witnrsses,  in 
whose  hand  wriiio?  ii  w&i  filed,  aad  what  has  be- 
come of  ibe  Fame." 

Mr.  M.  said  his  reason  for  makine  ibe  motion 
wonid  be  found  in  ibe  report  of  the  Clerk  in  rela- 
tion to  the  coaiingent  expenses.  Hi  was  not 
aware  that  Mr.  iNosasoLL  was  auy  more  intrresied 
in  the  ptjmtm  of  those  expenses  than  Mr.  Naylob. 
A  certain  sum  had  been  paid  lo  the  commusioner 
at  Piiiladelpbia,  also  to  the  door  kreper,&c.  Now 
he  could  not  lee  that  the  commissioner  was  the 
commissioner  of  Mr.  Ikceksoll  any  more  than  of 
Mr.  NaTLOB,  or  that  the  expenses  incurred  for 
door  keeper,  &c  applied  to  one  of  ihese  ccnle.>t- 
anis  any  more  than  the  other.  And  yet  tbe  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Natlor)  had  stated  that  he  never  toush- 
eJ  a  dollar  of  ihe  money.  It  appeared  that  a  spe- 
cific sum  of  money  had  been  (eot  to  that  gentleman 
f  >r  Ibe  paymeni  of  his  wiinestes.  Now,  bow  could 
tie  Clerk  have  a^cerlaitted  the  exact  aiionni  of 
money  lor  ibe  payment  cf  these  \ri\nea>t.',  unless  a 
statement  of  the  amount  bad  been  first  forwarded 
to  tbe  office  of  the  C  erk  of  ibe  Hctise  of  Repre- 
aentatives.  He  (Mr.  M.)  and-<retood  that  such 
was  the  fact,  and  fat  it  wa->  in  ibe  hand  wri'ing  of 
the  gentleman  him-elf.  Whit  motive,  also,  bad 
jofiaenced  that  gentleman  in  irturoing  a  portion  of 
tbe  money  and  not  ihe  while,  he  was  unable  lo  say. 
He  hnped  the  report  would  be  recommitted,  as,  if 
tbe  Huaj«  was  to  h/.ve  a  statement  of  <he  expenses, 
it  ODgbt  to  be  fnll  and  complete. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  explained  ih.it  in  h's  remarks, 
tbeoibtr  day,  lie  wai  menly  answering  a  qursiion 
put  10  biin  as  lo  whe  her  bis  witnesses  had  bevn 
p.iid  or  not.  His  answer  on  that  occasion  was 
tbat  they  had  not,  but  that  he  bad  offered  to  pay 


them  himself,  believing  the?  had  no  right  to  receive 
it  from  the  Committee  on  Accounts.  He  had  ne- 
ver anderiaken  to  deiy  that  expenses  bad  been  in- 
curred for  eommi'sionerr  door  keeper,  £e.  la  re- 
lation to  the  accounts  appearing  in  his  hand  wilt- 
ing, Mr.  N.  wai  unde.-st<'od  to  siy  that  bis  wit- 
nesses bad  refused  to  receive  iheir  compensation 
from  him,  nging  that,  as  th'y  had  beea  summoned 
by  Congress,  they  had  a  right  tu  be  paid  by  Con- 
gress. Cnder  such  eircamstacces,  be  could  do  no 
less  than  to  e:rafy  to  the  nuinber  of  days  bis  wit- 
nesses bad  been  engaged.  Mr.  N.  said  that  when 
tbe  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Accountt  bad 
intimated  to  him,  at  tbe  last  session,  .that  Mr.  In- 
OERS  LL^  money  for  thf?  piyment  of  witneMes  b^d 
been  allowed,  be  ezprc^ied  bis  astooishmen',  and 
declared  it  to  be  an  outrag*  and  illenal.  Inasmnrh, 
theie  ore,  as  he  had  never  denied  that  ezp?ii!.eshad 
been  incurred,  during  the  investigation  of  tbe  ca<e, 
in  which  both  cnniustnais  were  included,  he  did 
see  why  he  should  be  subjected  to  rebuke. 

Mr.  BRIGQS  .<ia?gested  lo  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  a  modification  ef  hii  rejcdition  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ra»hid,  Tbat  all  the  papers  in  relation  to  mo- 
ney paid  for  witnesses,  and  the  expense  of  taking 
lesiimony  in  the  case  of  Nitl'>r  and  Inger^oll,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Expeodiiu.'-es 
wiih  directions  to  inquire  bow  much  money  ha? 
been  paid  in  »aid  case,  to  whom,  for  what,  and  by 
what  anthority  sa-d  money  was  paid:  also,  fur- 
ther to  inquire  whether  there  is  any  existing  law 
anihorizing  money  to  be  paid  in  sai  I  case. 

Mr  B0TT3  was  desirous  that  thissubject  should 
be  prjbed  lo  tbe  bottom,  a<i  it  was  evident  there 
was  fault  somewhere.  But  with  rega'd  to  ib«  pro- 
position of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Medill,] 
he  must  decline  i',  inasmuch  as  the  Clerk,  in  the 
report,  bad  s'ated  the  fact  that  the  mon^'y  was  p.tid 
under  the  authority  of  the  Cammit'cc  on  Accounts. 
And  in  relation  to  the  propiKition  of  the  gei.  tic- 
man  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr,  Bsiqgs  ]  he  must 
a'sn  decline  it,  for  the  reason  that  he  wished  to  af- 
ford to  the  Committee  ,on  Accounts  an  oppertunity 
of  defending  themselves  if  tbey  ehcse.  He  ihonght 
it  would  be  unjust  lo  discuss  the  matter  without 
affording  Ibe   committee  socb  an  opportunity. 

The  question  then. being  on  the  resolution, 

Mr.  BRIGOS  moved  lo  amend  by  adding  the 
words  previously  suggeited. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  bad  seen  the  ori?in  of  diffi- 
eultirs  Ike  these,  and  fnnr  or  five  years  ago  he  had 
predicted  whit  hid  now  taken  place  1 1  the  ca-.es 
of  Giiham  and  Newlend  of  North  Carol  na,  be 
believed  the  precedent  was  established  of  paying 
both  the  contestants  for  a  seat.  It  was  al-o  car- 
ried out  in  ihe  eafe  of  Moore  and  Letcher,  against 
whch  be  (Mr.  lUNOBRworD)  bad  voted,  as 
he  had  also  done  in  tbe  case  of  bis  New 
Jer-ey  friends  the  other  day.  Now,  in  bis  opinioc, 
this  practice  of  paying  the  expenses  in  contested 
election'',  of  both  the  contestants,  was  eilablishirg, 
a  precedent  t>y  which  the  ten  thousand  witnesses 
who  miebt  be  examined  before  justices  of  the 
peace  in  contested  elections,  would  have  to  be 
paid  from  one  mi  of  the  country  to  tbe  oiher. 
He  was  in  favor  of  the  proposition  of  ibe  gentle- 
ma  frt'm  MB.>BaehU5elti  lo  refer  the  wbo!e  ruhject 
to  a  committee,  but  it  did  net  go  quite  f<ir  enough. 
H".  though  the  committee  ought  t^  be  directed  to 
inquire  as  to  tbe  legality  of  paying  contestants  lo  . 
seals  here. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  JOHNSON  would  not  bare  trou- 
bled tbe  House  with  a  sirgte  word  r  n  the  subject, 
had  not  reference  been  made  to  ibe  Committee  on 
Accounts.  But  tbe  c;er.tl«aian  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Naylor]  bad  directed  bis  eye  towardi  h'm, 
and  referred  lo  conver  a'ion  which  the  gentleman 
alleged  btd  taken  pace  between  them  previous  to 
t^e  adjautnsient  of  the  last  C'.ngres.  Mr.  J  then 
proceeded  lo  ftate  that  he  bad  not  the  most  di.^-tani 
recollection  of  ever  having  heard  any  ihicg  from 
tbat  gvnilemm  of  the  character  he  Miid  bad  taken 
place;  all  he  knew  in  relation  to  the  matter  was 
from  the  accounts  presF-nfd  lo  tbe  commiiiee  by 
tbe  genileman  from  Pennsylvania.  The  commit- 
tee, en  a  reference  to  the  rule,  agreed  to  pass  the 
accounts  without  reference  to  party  or  other  consi- 


dsrauon>;  and  the  accounts  of  boUi  guilamm 
were  pa!«ed. 

In  passing  the  resolation,  he  bsU'ved  tba  eooi- 
mittee  bad  followed  the  invariable  rule  in  aueli 
cases  and  when  tbe  proper  time  came,  ib«y  woald 
be  leadv  to  go  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  was  perfectly  sure  tbat  the  co»* 
versatioH  in  question  took  place  wiih  a  mvmber  of 
the  Committee  on  Accounts,  aad  that  be  Lad  ex- 
pressed hi«  opinion  in  regard  to  tbe  illegality  of  tba 
payment  to  Mr.  Ingcr.<oll'3  witnes^;  bjt  ne  per* 
baps  was  in  error  in  stying  it  was  the  gentlenan 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  JoaNtoN]  to  whom  be  had 
made  the  remark.*;  he  believed  he  might  have  beea 
mistaken  in  that  respect.  _^^ 

After  some  brief  remarks  from  Messrs.  BOTTS 
and  ANDRE  tVS, 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  was  sorry  that  this  gr^t 
contest  between  ihe  two  gentlemen  from  Pennsyl- 
vibia,  bad  at  last  dwindled  down  to  a  mere  little 
shabby  matter  of  arcounls.  He  hoped  no  foraign 
issue  would  be  involved  in  tbe  inqairy.  For  b<« 
part,  be  argued  that  ibey  ought  not  to  pay  for  two 
seats  in  the  Mou-e,  aa  a  seat  was  not  worib  donbia 
price.  The  principle  cf  paying  doable  price  was 
establi.>hed  long  before  tba  case  ofGrabam  aad 
Newland;  and  if  we  mean  to  follow  Ihe  example,  it 
would  have  th^  effect  of  offering  a  bounty  to  eon* 
lest  the  seals.  He  had  risen,  however,  to  call  ttw 
atiei^in  of  the  Hou^  to  one  point,  viz:  what 
right  had  they  lo  make  eiiber  Mr..  Navlob  or  Mr. 
Inobrroll  a  tru  tee  for  the  payment  of  these  wit- 
DeM:e:>1  Where  was  the  authority  for  making  thoM 
gentlemen  the  trustees  for  A,  B,  or  C)  He  would 
like  lo  have  the  inqniry  go  further,  and  require  the 
gei:tlemen  logo  into  an  account  with  Govemmeat, 
and  t>how  that  they  had  paid  ttsese  witnesses;  for  if 
they  had  not,  the  parties  could  recover  ibe  amount 
from  Goveroment  in  any  couit  of  juvt  ce.  Ha 
h  iped  the  matter  would  be  invesigakd,  as,  if  the 
Committee  on  Accounts  had  paid  away  money 
wrojgfully,  they  would  be  allowed  an  opportuaity 
of  acconnting  for  it.  He  hoped  tltia  wonu  kad  to 
some  rule  or  law  on  the  subjeet 

Mr.  JOSEPH  JOHNSON  begged  leave  lo  aay 
that,  as  a  member  of  the  Commiitee  on  Aceouats, 
be  believed  they  had  not  paid  away  monay  eithar 
nef  ligenily  or  unlawfully.  Tbe  payment  iMtd  been 
made  in  strict  conformity  with  the  13l!>t  rule  of  lb« 
Houfe,  as  follows:  * 

"Tbe  rule  for  paying  witneases  summoned  toap^ 
pear  before  this  House,  or  ritbtr  of  its  committeae, 
shall  be  as  follows:  Far  eaeh  day  a  witnefs  (ball 
attend,  the  su  n  of  two  dollars;  for  each  mile  be 
shall  irave',  in  going  from  or  coming  lo  tbe  plaoa 
of  examination,  thesnm  of  ten  cents  each  way," 
etc. 

Mr.  WISE  wished  to  inquire  if  ihal  mle  wntko- 
riz?d  the  payment  of  tbe  money. 

Mr.  J.  JOHNSON  woald  inform  tbe  gentlemaa 
that  he  must  propoun^  tbe  question  elsawharei 
Tbe  commiitee  passed  me  accounts  as  preseitieil, 
in  accordance  with  tbe  rule,  and  the  receipla  were 
now  on  Ii  e. 

Mr.  BO  ITS  desired  lo  know  if  tbat  role  antho- 
rize  I  the  Commiitee  on  Accounts  to  pay  any  Iking 
without  the  order  o(  Ihe  House. 

Mr.  J.  JOHNSON,  in  reply,  read  tbe  9701  mle 
of  the  House,  viz; 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  Ihe  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts to  superintend  and  control  tbe  expenditnna 
of  Ihe  cniiiingeni  fund  of  the  Hiuse  of  R^preaea'a- 
lives,  and  lo  audit  and  leUfe  all  aeeoania  which 
mav  he  charged  thereon,  Ac." 

Here,  said  Mr.  J.  is  the  aulhoriiy,  and  the  com- 
mittee will  with  great  pleasure  report  on  til  the 
laeis  as  far  as  tbey  can.  They  have  acted  in  eon- 
fcrmiiy  with  the  practice  of  Ihe  House  erer  ainoe 
we  have  bad  a  Gh>rcrnmeiit.  Mr.  J.  ceaelnded  bjr 
observing  ihit  these  objec:iona  were  all  a  mere  mat- 
ter ol  smoke,  witbout  the  least  ciiadow  of  tnl^ 
s'ahce. 

Mr  SMITH  of  Maine  wished  to  know  if  ibia 
were  not  peii'ionday. 
-    Mr.  CUSHING  wiAed  to  say  a  few  works. 

Mr.  SMITH.  "O,  there  has  been  eaeugb  aaid; 
let  us  have  the  pievious  quesEion." 

Mr.  CUSHING  sjid  he  should  be  very  brief  in 
what  be  bad  to  say, 
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Mr.  SMITH.  Well,  I  will  allow  the  gentleman. 
tn  minate«,  if  he  will  promiaa  lo  more  the  pre- 
Tioas  question  at  the  end  of  ibat  lime. 

Mr.  COSHINQ  promised,  and  proceeded  to  ar- 
gae  that  the  gentleman  frcm  Keotacky,  [Mr.  Un- 
Dtiiwooi>,]  was  wroDft  in  stating  that  the  eat  of 
Newlandand  Graham  was  the  first  c«se  of  con- 
tested election  where  payment  had  been  made. 
The  first  case  was  that  of  Ellsha  Pollf  r,  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island,  in  1$31.  An  act  was  parsed 
by  the  Senate  for  liie  payment  of  the  money,  and  it 
wa<  aoac'irred  in  by  the  Hon;e. 

Mr.  UNOBRWOOD  <aid  die  ease  of  Newlind 
and  Orabam  was  the  first  case  where  money  had 
been  taken  from  the  eoDliogent  fond  of  the  Honi>«. 

Mr.  CUSHING  sal  1  that  was  a  mere  matter  of 
aigameai;  the  qnetiioa  was,  the  fact  of  payment, 
ai^  that  was  settled  so  far  as  precedent  w.  s  con- 
cerned. As  regarded  the  question  of  principle,  the 
right  of  coate>t  was  the  right,  not  of  a  member 
biinvelf,  bat  of  his  cot)stitaeni!>.  It  was  not  right 
for  the  Hoase  to  shut  out  his  constitnen's.  It  was 
in  th«r  riew  of  the  matter  that  he  voted  in  the  case 
of  Newland  and  Graham,  Moore  and  Letcher,  the 
Misaissippi  case,  and  also  in  another  case  at  the 
present  session.  Mr.  C.  then  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  B0TT3  consented  to  modify  his  resolut'on 
as  follows: 

Setoh^,  That  the  Committee  on  Accounts  be  in- 
stmrted  10  report  by  what  authority  they  authorized 
the  Clerk  of  (his  House  to  pay  the  snm  of 
(3  160  50  to  Charles  J.  Ingersoll  and  others,  for 
laltiog  testimony  and  for  other  expenses  incorred  in 
ihcconie^tfd  elecian. 

Mr.  BRIQQS  iben  withdrew  his  ainendm'>n*. 

Tbe  call  for  the  previous  question  w&t  then  se- 
conded, and  the  main  question  on  the  resolution  or- 
dered and  decided  in  tue  affirmative.  So  tbe  reso- 
iQtion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  MEOILL  then  moved  to  recommit  the  re- 
port of  the  Cleik  with  the  instrncttons  previously 
aoitecd;  wh'ch  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  tbe  report 
Rcommittied  accordingly. 

PRESENTATION  OP  PETITIONS. 

Tbt  States  and  Territories  were  then  called,  and 
petitions  were  presented  by 

Messrs.  SMITH  and  CLIFFORD,  of  Maine. 

[Mr.  SmiTr  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  iniro- 
diue  a  bill  entitled  "A  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  lo 
regulate  the  pay  of  the  navy  of  the  United  Statey* 
apfiroved  March  3,  1835:  leferred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  AS'dirs.] 

Mr.  J.  W.  WILLIAMS,  of  New  HaBipshire. 

[Mr.  WiLLUMs  presented  the  petition  of  Jubn 
Hieks,  to  be  placed  on  the  list  of  invalid  pensions.] 

Messrs.  B.  WILUAMS.  8ALT0NSTALL, 
ADABiS,  LINCOLN,  and  COSHINQ,  of  Massa- 
ehgaetlf. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST,  of  Rhode  Island. 

[Mr.  TiijjMQBisT  presented  the  petition  of  Da- 
vid Melvill,  of  Newport,  Rh'>de  Island,  adminis- 
trator of  Benjamin  Fry,  deceasf  d,  for  certain  al- 
lowances to  b«  credited  to  taid  Pry.  Also,  present- 
ed anew  tbe  petition  of  Lieut.  Stephen  Cornell,  of 
(be  levenne  cutter  service,  for  pay  as  lieutenant  in 
the  United  States  naval  Krvice  while  serving  in 
tbat  capacity  in  Florida;  which  was  pending  at  the 
last  session,  and  was  again  referred  to  tbs  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affhlrs.] 

Messrs.  WILLIAMS,  BOARDMAN,  OS- 
BORNE, and  SMITH,  of  Connecticut. 

[Mr.  Williams  presinted  tbe  petition  of  Bet»y 
Baehe,  asking  that  the  »ame  relief  miy  be  extend- 
ed to  her  which  is  provided  in  every  case  of  (he 
wklows  of  those  who  have  been  wounded  in  the 
service  of  the  coantry.  Also,  the  petition  of  Da- 
niel Penharlow,  praying  that  his  name  may  be 
placed  on  <h*  pension  roll  for  woonds  receired 
wbila  in  the  tenriee  of  the  United  States  daring  tbe 

UK  war.]  

Messrs.  8LADS,  EVERETT,  and  SMITH,  of 
Vermont. 

Messrs.  ALLEN,  DiNA,  KEMP3HALL, 
CURTIS,  GRANGER,  BARNARD,  QRIN- 
MELL,  HUNT,  CHITTENDEN,  MARVIN, 
BU83ELL.  SniO.Na,  HAND,  MONROE, 
BOFPMAN,  and  G.\TeS,  of  New  York. 
(Oa  motion  of  Mr.°  Him,  tbe  peiilion  of  ibe 


heirs  of  Mary  Addoais  and  acoompanying  paper 
wefe  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions.  AUo,  the  petition  and  papers  of  Ami-* 
hie  Mority  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
01  .i<n3.  Also,  petition  aad  papers  of  J 'sepb  S. 
Thomas,  to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  A'so,  pe'i- 
lions  and  papers  incases  of  the  children  of  Mary 
Addonis  and  cbildien  of  Jjseph  Plumb,  were  re- 
committed lo  ihe  Committee  on  Revo'utinnarjr 
Pensions.  Also,  the  petitions  and  papers  of  John 
Wilson  were  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Invalid 
PeoMons.  Also  referred  additional  papers  in  case 
of  L;vi  M  Roberts  ] 

[Mr.  Hdht  pretented  a  memorial  from  ei'izens 
of  West  Troy  and  Watervlief,  Albany  eonnty, 
New^ork,  asking  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  law; 
referred  to  the  Cummit'ee  on  the  Judiciary  ] 

[Mr.  Stroko  presented  a  p  tition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Seville  county.  New  York,  piaying  the 
pa'«>sge  of  a  general  bankrupt  Ian;  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  ihe  Judiciary  ] 

[Mr.  Kemp.  HALL  presented  the  petition  of 
Henry  O.  R-illy  and  167  other  eiiiz.>ns  of  Monroe 
county,  New  York,  praying  for  tbe  enactment  of  a' 
general  hankrapt  law] 

[Mr.  CoRTis  laid  before  the  House  a  commu- 
nication ftom  the  Fifth  Auditor  lo  the  Chairman  of 
the  Commiiiee  on  Commerce,  in  relation  to  light- 
houses. 

Also,  a  commnnieation  from  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury,  in  relaiion  to  the  purchase  of  a  sma'l 
piece  of  lanl  to  complete  tbe  site  of  the  ca^tom- 
house  in  New  York.  , 

Mr.  C.  prrreoted  the  memorial  of  Samuel  B 
Gaston,  of  New  York,  and  many  oiher  inhabi- 
tants of  that  city,  praying  for  tbe  pa-.sage  of  a 
bankrupt  law  ] 

[Mr  Gbamqer  presentrd  t><e  petit'on  of  citi- 
zens of  Ontario  county,  in  the  Staff  of  New  York, 
in  f».vor  of  a  geaeiat  bankrupt  law  ] 

[Mr.  Ca;TTBND!LN  presen'ed  the  peii'ions  of  in- 
habitan's  of  J*  fferson  coaniy,  for  a  post  route  from 
Carthage  to  Artam.^;  and  from  inhabitants  of  Jef- 
ferson county,  for  a  ship  canal  arouod  the  Falls  of 
'  Niagara] 

Mr.  BARNARD  presented  tbe  petitions  of  eiti- 
I  zens  of  the  Slate  of  New  Yoric,  complaining  of  im- 
proper and  ex'ra-jndicial    conduct  of   Augustus 
Conkling,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  United  Sates  for 
the  District  of  New  York. 

[Mr.  B.  said  that  tbia,  like  all  other  caws  of  a 
similar  description,  was  of  great  delicacy;  and,  at 
his  request,  the  petitions  were  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Messrs.  WAGECVER.  LBET,  GALBRA1TH, 
TOLAND,  NAYLOR,  McCLDRE,  and  DAVIE3, 
of  Pennsylvania. 

[Mr.  ToLiND  said,  ihil  in  the  absence  of  bis 
collesgne  from  the  city,  [Mr.  Serocant  ]  to  whom 
the  duty  had  hern  asigned,  he  had  been  requested 
to  lay  before  the  House  the  proceedings  of  nume- 
roiis  persons  interested  in  claims  for  French  spolia- 
tions prior  to  1800,  held  at  ihe  Exr.hange,  in  Ph  la- 
delphia,  on  the  24ih  nf  November  last.  Mr.  T. 
expressed  a  strong  desire  ihst  this  Congress  would 
not  fise  without  passing  a  law  for  the  rehef  of  iho.  e 
claimants,  tbe  jnsiiee  of  whose  claims  had  been 
ao  generally  admitted,  and  which  had  been  so  c:a- 
elly  and  unjustly  difUyed. 

The  proceedings  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ToLAND  also  presented  t!ie  petiiion  of 
Mnraaret  C.  Meade,  widow  and  executrix  of  Rich- 
ard W.  Meade,  praying  lor  tbe  adjustment  of  the 
claims  of  her  deceased  husband  ] 

Messrs.  JOHNSON  and  JENIFER,  of  Mary- 
land. 

Messrs.  JOHNSON,  WISE,  and  HUNTER,  of 
Virginia. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY,  of  North  CaroUna. 

Mr.  GRIFFIN,  of  Son  h  Caiolina. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  of  Georgia. 

Messrs.  TRIPLHTT,  BOTLER.  UNDER- 
AVOOD,  POPE,  EOYD,  and  DAVIS,  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

[Mr.  TniPLsTT  presented  the  memcrial  of  a  meet- 
ing of  Tobacco  Planiers  of  Daviess  county,  Ken- 
tncky.  Also,  the  petiiion  of  sandry  citizens  of  Da- 
viess county  interested  in  the  coltivation  of  tobacco.} 


Messrs.  CAMFBELL,BaOWN,an4GENrRY, 
of  Tcnoestee. 

Mtssir.  DOAN,  GIDDINOS,  and  GOODS,  eX 
Obi". 

Mr.  MOORE,  of  L'  aisiana. 

Messrs.  RARIDEN,  LANE,  and  CARR.  of  In- 
diana. 

[Mr.  Carr  presented  the  petiiion  of  John  Hogg 
of  Indiani,  praying  a  pension;  also,  the  petition  of 
Michael  Seas,  praying  his  name  may  be  reinstatad 
on  the  pension  roll:  referred  to  the  CoauniUee  M 
Revolutionary  Pensions.] 

[Mr.  Babidbn  presented  the  petition  of  tbe  citi- 
zens of  Lagrange  and  Noble  counties,  in  the  State 
of  Indiana,  for  a  po^t  route  from  Broasoo*s  Pra- 
rie,  on  the  Chicago  road,  in  Michigao,  via  Barn- 
side;  Mills,  Union  Mills,  Premiss's  and  Coeraa's 
Mills,  to  the  Fo$t  office  at  Kindlesviile. 

On  mo' ion  of  Mr.'  RARtoiir,  all  the  petition  for 
new  mail  routes  presented  by  him  at  tits  last  sea* 
sion,  and  not  acted  upon,  were  recommitted  to  the 
Commilte*  on  the  Post  Office  and  Po«>l  Roads.] 

Messrs.  BROWN  and  THOMPSON,  of  Mia- 
sisjippi. 

MsM'rs.  STEWART  and  REYNOLDS,  of  IIU- 
nois. 

[Mr.  RBTHOins  presen'eil  tha  petition  of  Mr. 
Djd!ey  W.  Duncan  of  William  county,  Illinois, 
praying  alhaage  of  entry  of  land,  a  mistake  hav- 
ing le  n  made  in  ihe  first  purchase:  lelerred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  the  Public  Land'.] 

[Mr.  STDAiiT  presented  tbe  following  pttitioa;: 
or  John  B.  Fulkest,  praying  a  pension  for  tbe  ser- 
vices of  his  father  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

Of  sunilry  ciiiz:ns  rf  I.linois,  praying  the  esia- 
blishmcnt  rf  a  daily  trail  from  Terre  Haute  lo 
Peoria,  and  a  tii- weekly  mail  fVom  that  place  to 
Rock  Island. 

Of  Lat'er  Day  Saints,  comm  inly  known  as  Mor- 
mons, for  the  redress  of  cenain  grievances  com- 
milted  ifsi^si  liiem  in  the  Sate  of  Missouri.] 
STEAMBOAT  DI3ASTEBS. 

Mr  UNDBEIWOOD  presented  fire  petitions,  to 
wli:  From  Henrietta  H>'pe  and  56  other!>,  ladies 
of  BUlimorr;  from  Emily  O.  Fulton  and  67  others, 
ladies  of  Baltimore;  from  John  Coates  and  69 
others,  ol  Chilli.:Glhe,  Ohio;  from  Seth  Lockwood 
and  ISOot^ero,  of  New  York;  and  from  Cap'.  Geo. 
Guyiher  and  158  others,  passengers  on  beard  the 
steamboat  Columbia,  praying  Congress  lo  act  upon 
the  bills  reported  io  the  select  committee  at  the  last 
ses«ion  to  prevent  steamboat  disasters. 

Mr.  U.  »aid  that  after  the  bills  to  guard  against 
sleambaat  diMsiers  bid  been  reported  by  himself 
dniing  the  lastsesiion,  he  had  requested  Mr.  Ranb 
and  Dr.  Vaniyne  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
steamboat  disasters  which  had  occurred  within  tbe 
last  ten  yean<,  their  natnre,  and  the  destinetion  of 
l:fe  and  property  on  board;  fTom  which  document 
t!  appears  (as  Mr.  U.  informed  ih*  Houae)  ibat 
the  whole  number  of  disasters  which  Dr.  V.  bad 
bi-en  oble  to  obTAin  information  concerning  waa 
185,  that  the  number  of  lives  lost  was  1,733;  lb* 
numb<  r  of  wounded  was  379:  of  these,  there  were 
killed  by  explo&ic'os,  cullisivns,  and  fires,  on  the 
Mississippi  and  its  tributaries,  991,  aud  wounded 
269;  on  sea  and  tidewaicr,  deaths  from  the  same 
cauMs  368,  wounded  94;  on  the  lakes,  deaths  from 
the  same  causes  85,  wounded  4. 

Mr.  U.  siaud  tbat  the  infoimalirn,  a:s  far  as  it 
went,  was  no  doubt  accurate;  but  it  did  not  em- 
b'ace,  as  the  letter  showed  upon  its  face,  Ibe  ext«nt 
'of  themirchief.  It  wai,  however^  an  important 
document,  aad  be  hoped  the  House  wiuld  print  it. 
Fur  hinveir,  he  felt  under  obligations  to  its  author 
for  the  diligence  and  talent  manifested  in  its  prepa- 
ration. 

A  Fclcel  committee  was  raifcd,  on  ihe  motion  of 
Mr.  U.  to  whom  the  five  petitions,  the  letter  of  Dr. 
Vaniyne,  and  the  report  and  bills  of  the  select  eom- 
miiiee  at  the  last  sestiion  on  the  subject  of  steam- 
boat di'iaalery,  were  r>  ferred,  end  the  letter  of  Dr. 
Vrniyne  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Whils'  peliUons  were  being  presented — 
Mr.  BREWSTER,  in  pursuance  of  noiic  here- 
tofore given,  a?ked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  tbe 
improvement  of  certain  harbors.. 

Objection  Avas  made  to  granting  leave  to  intro- 
duce this  bill.    "  '  O 
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Aad,  on  the  qsestion  of  leave,  Mr.  FILLMORE 
called  for  the  jeas  and  mys;  wbieh  were  or- 
dered. 

It  was  then  sDggetted  that  leave  could  not  be 
given  while  petitions  were  being  presented,  to  in- 
troduce a  bill;  and  as  there  was  considerable  op- 
position  to  the  introduction  of  the  bill  at  iiua 
lime — 

Mr.  BREWSTER  withdrew  his  application 
antil  the  States  should  be  called  for  rescluiiocs, 
when  it  wonld  be  in  order  to  make  the  motion. 

Daring  the  presenlatiun  of  petitions,  the  follow- 
ing notices  for  leave  to  introduce  bills  were  given, 
viz: 

By  Mr.  MONTGOMERY:  Of  a  bill  to  change 
the  mode  df  disposing  of  the  public  lands. 

By  Mr.  STANLY:  Of  a  till  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  ihe  fourth  instalment  to  the  Stale  i  as 
soon  as  the  public  debt  is  pa'd,  and  to  releve  the 
States  from  all  obligation  to  reium  the  three  insial- 
menis  already  paid. 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Missisbippi:  Of  a  bill 
to  revive  the  acs  of  1837,  '38,  for  appoinling 
commissioners  to  adjo5t  certain  claims  under  the 
14ih  article  of  the  Choctaw  treaty  of  1830.  . 

By  Mr.  CROSS,  of  Arkansas:  Of  a  bill  making 
an  appropriation  to  complete  the  removal  of  the 
raft  of  Red  river,  and  for  other  pocpo^es. 

AI:o,  of  a  bill  to  confer  upon  the  District  Conn 
of  the  Unit,  d  Stales  for  the  Sta'e  of  Arkansa>,  Cir- 
cuit Court  jurisdiction  in  certain  cases. 

By  Mr.  BARNARD:  Of  a  bill  for  a  uniform  Sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy. 

Alio,  of  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson 
rivfr. 

By  Mr.  LANE:  Of  a  bill  to  confirm  to  the  Stale 
of  Indiana  the  lands  selecled  by  said  St?te  for  the 
contiauaiion  of  ibat  poiiioo  of  t^e  Wabash  and 
Erie  Canal  that  lies  between  the  momh  of  the  Tip- 
pecanoe river  and  Terre  Hauie,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

Mr.  MONROE,  under  the  notice  heretofore 
given,  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled 
"An  act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in 
certain  casrs;"  which  vas  referred  to  ibe  Commit- 
tee on  the  Jodiriary,  and  ordered  to  be  piinied. 

Mr.  M.  remaiked  that  the  Eubject  was  one  of 
mncb  importknce,  and  be  hoped  the  House  would 
take  speedy  action  upon  it  for  ihe  benefit  of  the 
Souih. 

Mr.  CRABB  den  ed  that  the  bill  was  moreffor 
the  benefit  of  ihe  South  than  the  North. 

Mr.  MONROE  said  he  had  »i  much  respect  for 
the  South  as  any  body;  and  that  be  held  a  letter  in 
his  hand  Mating  the  fact  that  some  of  the  eitiz'>n8 
iVom  the  eentleman's  distiict  were  now  crnllned  in 
Ihe  New  York  jail. 

Mr.  DAVIS  of  Kentucky,  under  the  notice  here- 
tofore given,  obtained  Uave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
regulate  the  forms  and  modes  of  proceeding  in 
the  conns  of  the  United  S'ale,  to  regulate  the  fee 
bills,  and  to  limit  the  emoluments  of  certain  offi- 
cers; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  ibe  Jadlci.-.ry. 

Mr.  DELLET,  under  notice  h.  relofore  given, 
oblaioed  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  complete  the 
improvemeois  in  ihe  harbor  of  Mobile;  which  was 
referred  to  iheCommiiieeon  Commerce. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  WILLAMS  of  Connecticut, 

Jtnolvtd,  Thv.  ilie  papery  on  file,  relating  to  the 
pe  ition  of  Eunice  Cl:tik,  praying  to  be  allowed  the 
arrearages  of  pen&i»n  ol  which  her  Ime  husband 
was  deprived  by  b»ing  wrongfully  s'ricken  from 
the  pension  roll,  be  now  referred  to  Ihe  Committee 
ou  Uevoluiiooary  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRINNELL, 

Beioirerf,  Tiiai  the  Commillei  on  Commerce  be 
ditfcied  10  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  pracli- 
cabiliiy  of  erecting  a  light-bouse  oi^l^oiithea^tpoiut 
of  Coreysfort  rerf,  on  the  coast  of  Florida. 

On  moiiun  of  Mr.  E.  DAVIE8, 

Rttoivid,  That  the  Posimavier  G^neralljereby  is 
required  to  inform  this  House  whether  Ralfh  Jack- 
son !.■*  a  conlrtctinr  for  carrying  ihe  mail  in  the 
S'dir  ut  lllinoi.'.;  who  are  bis  sureliis,  or  wh*  is 
rriiponsiblo  to  the  Di-partmeni  for  «ny  failure  on 

hit:  part  (0  im\  bit  cnimt. 


On  molion  of  Mr.  GATES, 
.  Reiolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Rerolationary 
Pensions  be  directed  to  irquire  into  the  propriety 
of  increasing  the  pension  of  widow  Lydia  Hoord. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  TRUMAN  SMIKI  of 
Connecticut, 

Saohtd,  That  Ibe  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  bie  directed  to  inqiire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  to  Ebenezer  Johnson  a  pension  for 
service» rendered  by  himdariog  the  war  of  the  Re- 
volution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GALBRAITH, 

Rtaolved,  That  the  Committe  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
Ihe  act  of  Congress  of  Ihe  7ih  of  July,  1838,  .»nli. 
tied  "An  act  granting  half  pay  and  pensions  to 
certain  widows,"  for  another  period  of  five  years; 
and,  also,  into  the  expediency  of  extending  tbe  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  Tsh  June,  1833,  entitled  "An 
act  supplemTUtarr  to  the  act  f..r  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain remaining  officers  and  soldiers  of  Ihe  Revolu- 
tion," so  as  to  grant  pensions  to  those  who  setved 
at  any  lime  previous  to  tbe  treaty  of  Fort  Gren- 
ville,  in  August,  1795;  and  ihat  said  committee 
report  by  bill  or  othfrwis*. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Maine, 
■    Resolved,  Thai  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  directed  lo  inquire  into  ihe  propriety 
of  placing  the  name  of  Joseph  Veazie  upon  Ihe 
roll  of  Revolu'ionary  pensinners. 

Oa  molion  of  Mr.  EVERETT, 

Resolved,  That  ihc  Committee  on  Invalid  Pea- 
slons  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  a  pension  to  Beriou  Wright,  a  soldier 
in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  that  bis 
papers  on  file  be  referred  iherewiih. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.VIITH  of  Cnnneclient, 

R  sekeJ,  That  Ibe  Comtnittee  on  Rcvulutionary 
Pensions  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedit>ncy 
of  grinling  to  Jemima  Briiber,  widow  of  Eli^ha 
Brisbee,  an  increase  of  the  pension  allowed  lo  her 
by  the  Pension  Office,  for  the  services  of  her  hus- 
band during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  in  con- 
formity to  evidence  now  on  file  in  said  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE, 

Remlvei,  That  Ihe  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  lo  communicate  to  this  House,  (if  not 
in  his  opinion  incompatible  with  Ibe  public  inte- 
rest,) all  the  correspondence  between  Ibis  Govera- 
ment  and  that  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  officers  and 
agents  of  either,  or  ihe  officers  and  agents  of  this 
Government  with  the  President  or  any  of  its  De- 
partmen's,  which  has  not  heretofore  been  commn- 
niraled  to  this  House,  on  the  subject  of  the  out- 
rage of  burning  the  Caroline  on  tbe  Niagara  fron- 
tier; and  whether  there  is  any  prospect  ofcrtmpen- 
saiiou  being  made  to  the  owner  of  said  boat  for 
the  lois  iheieof;  and  also  whether  any  communica- 
tions have  bre.1  made  to  Ibis  Guveroment  in  regard 

to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of McLiod, 

by  the  authorities  of  ihe  State  of  New  York,  for 
being  concerned  ia  said  outrage;  and  if  so,  that  ho 
commuDicale  a  copy  thereof  to  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Maine, 

Resolved,  That  ibe  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions be  diree'ed  lo  inqiiire  into  ihe  expediency  of 
placing  upon  the  roll  of  invalil  pensions  the  uAic 
of  Danel  Cuorc,  of  Portland,  Me. 

rn  motion  of  Mr.  GRINNELL, 

Reeolvei,  That  tbe  Commiltee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  enier- 
ing  ioio  nrgoiialions  with  the  British  Government, 
for  the  purpoie  of  erecting  a  li^ht-house  on  the 
Little  Isaacs,  and  of  placing  such  bnoyt  on  the 
Bahama  bank-s,  as  may  diminish  the  danger  of  this 
difficult  navis;atinn. 

Mr  FILLMORE  submitted  ibe  following  re^o 
loiion,  which  wai  r-ftrred  lo  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  lbs  slate  of  ihc  Union,  and  ordered  lo 
be  printed: 

Re%olwdhrf  Ihe  Sinnteand  House  of  Repre%enlatives 
of  the  United  States  in  Cotigreu  oetemhltd,  (tao-thirdt 
of  bolk  Houu*  deeming  it  necesury,)  Tiiat  the  fol- 
lowing att  cle  be  proposed  lo  lbs  Legislatures  of 
Ihe  several  Slates,  as  an  amendment  to  tbe  Con- 
xlitniion  of  the  United  Stiles,  which  article,  when 
raiifie  1  by  three-fourths  of  the  sa-d  Legislature', 
to  be  valid,  to  all  inienls  wi  pnrpo^cr,  as  part  of 
the  »ai4  OocRtittttlcci 


"The  six  years'  term  of  service  prescribed  in 
the  Conjiitution  for  United  Stales  Senators,  and  the 
two  years'  term  for  which  members  of  the  Hoose 
of  Representatives  are  lo  be  chosen,  shall  com- 
mence en  Ihe  fir^t  day  of  Decembu  instead  of  the 
fourth  day  of  March. 

"Those  Senators  and  Representatives  who  shall 
be  in  office  «  hen  this  amendment  shall  be  adopted 
as  a  part  of  the  Conititution,  shall  hold  their  of- 
fices respectively  antil  the  first  day  of  D.'cember 
next  after  the  fourth  day  of  March  when  their 
offices  would  expire  bad  this  amendment  not  been 
made." 

Onmoiioaof  Mr.  BRIGGS, 

Tbe  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
ToBSDAV,  Di^cmber  22, 1840. 

Mr.  PIERCB  presentiid  tbe  memorial  of  Daniel 
Ptttibone;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
lo  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  the  petitions  and 
papers  of  Samuel  Jamison,  John  S.  Billings,  Samu- 
el Crapin,  John  McClanahan,  the  widow  of  Sarnu* 
rl  Allen,  Ibe  widow  of  Ji  uas  Snow,  and  of  Mary 
Neal,  now  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  were  referred 
lo  the  Commiltee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  letter  from  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Pailadelpbia,  who  are  large- 
ly in'ercslcd  in  tbe  Agr  cultural  Bank  of  Natchez, 
praying  for  an  extension  of  time  for  tbe  payment 
of  ih;  debts  due  to  the  Governmcn';  which  was 
rcfe:red  to  the  Commilleo  on  Finance. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  gave  notice  that  tc-morrow 
he  wonl  1  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  lo  ex- 
tend further  indutj^cnce  to  tbe  late  deposite  banks. 

Mr.  DIXON  presented  a  document  in  relation  to 
the  claim  of  Edward  Wade;  which  was  referred  lo 
tbe  Committee  on  Eevolutiui>ary  Claims. 

Mr.  CLAY  ( f  AIab:.m%  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  considered  and  agreed  lo: 

RtMotved,  That  tbe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Fust  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  a  just  allowance  to  Stokes 
and  Purdom,  mail  contractors  on  the  route  from 
Tuscaloosa  to  Coanland,  Alabama,  for  the  penod 
between  ^the  first  of  March  and  the  fiist  of  June, 
1839,  during  which  one  third  of  their  compensation 
has  been  withheld. 

Mr.  C.  als]  presented  doenmenis  in  relation  to 
the  claim  above  alluded  tO)  which  were  referred  U> 
tbe  same  committee. 

Mr.  MANGUM  presented  the  petition  of  a 
number  of  mechanics  engaged  on  the  arsenal  in 
North  Carolina;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
millee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr,  BUCHANAN  prrsented  aoopy  of  Ibe  pro- 
ceedings of  a  meeting  in  Philadelphia,  nnme/oualy 
attended,  and  which  asked  for  the  favorable  action 
of  Congress  in  lelaiion  lo  the  claim  for  French  spo- , 
nations  prior  to  18U0;  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LINN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  ask- 
ed and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  creat- 
ing a  new  land  district  in  the  State  of  Uissonn', 
and  for  changing  the  boundatiesof  iheSoulhwestand 
Weblern  land  dittiict  in  said  Stale;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Ccmmitiee  on  the  Pgblic 
Lands. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  afked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  rcl'ef  of  certain  railroad  companies  therein 
named;  which  was  read  twice,  acd  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

On  moti.m  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  petition  of 
Fiaaciii  Gcbon,  and  the  petition  of  James  M.  Mor- 
gan, now  on  file,  wtre  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Cla'ins. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  pclilion  of  Thomas 
Clark;  which  was  referred  lo  ihe  Committee  on 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAVIS,  the  docuroen's  in  re- 
lation lo  the  dais  of  Ihc  Nantucket  Steamboat 
Company,  now  oa  Kle,  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Po  t  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  the  memoiial  of 
Henry Simp»"»i  which  »«  rcf^rrjd  to  i|)«Co«> 
mittee  on  Clvias. 
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On  motion  bjr  Mr.  S.  the  petition  of  John  C. 
Reynolds,  now  on  file,  was  referred  to  ibe  Com- 
■littpeoB  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  CALHODN,  in  porsnaDce  of  preTioas  no- 
tice, ashed  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  jepresenlatires  of  Captain 
Jolin  WilUams,  late  of  North  Carolina;  which  was 
twiee  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revo- ' 
lationary  Claims. 

Mr.  C.  also,  on  leave,  introdoced  a  bill  to  cede 
the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of  lh»  new  Stales 
OB  certain  conditions  therein  named;  which  was 
read  twice,  ud  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pablie 
Lands. 

Tire  CHARTER  OF  TBE  CITV  OP  WASHINGTON. 

Mr:  NORVELL,  parsnant  to  notice,  a:«k^'d  ao4 
obtained  leave  to  iotrndace  a  bill  to  amend  and 
catttiBoe  in  force  an  act  for  the  incorporation  of  the 
citj  of  Washington.  The  bill  was  read  twire,  and 
Mr.  N.  moved  its  reference  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  MERRICK  objee'ed  to  surh  a  rvfeienre. 
IVne,  a  bill  of  a  similar  character  bad  been  so  rr- 
fened  the  last  session  of  Congress,  to  which  he  had 
consented,  brcanse,  at  that  lae  ppriod  of  the  ses- 
sion, he  did  not  tbinic  it  pissibU  that  the  Committee 
on  the  District  o.'  Culumbia  coald  give  it  such  at- 
tention as  it  reqaired  to  roatore  it;  bat  now,  at  the 
eommeneemeni  of  a  session,  he  hoped  this  bill 
would  be  referred  to  the  appropriaie  committee — 
that  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  NORTELL,  after  some  remarks  on  the  con- 
slitaiioa  of  ihe  present  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Colambia,  taid  his  wish  was  to  place  the  bill  in  tbe 
ba  ids  of  a  committee  that  would  be  favorable  to  its 
object*.  It  was  his  misfortune,  at  the  last  sesiion, 
in  reportiltg  this  bill  from  the  .select  commiltre  to 
which  it  bad  been  referred,  to  have  overlooked  an 
omisaioB  of  the  copying  clerk,  which  had  since  been 
Blade  the  foundation  of  an  accasatinn  against  him 
and  other  Senators  who  compo.-ed  that  comniitee. 
He  desired,  therefore,  the  reference  of  this  bill  to  a 
select  committee,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity 
10  set  himself  right  on  that  point. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  the  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan woold  have  ample  opportunity  to  set  himself 
right,  and  to  explain  this  omission  in  th?  bill  of  last 
session,  whenever  the  bill  came  up  for  discussion 
before  this  body.  He  did  not  know  how  \hM  9e- 
■ator  coald  undertake  to  assume  that  the  Commit- 
tee oa  Ibe  District  of  Columbia  was  hostile  to  a 
new  charter,  for  there  had  been  no  evidence  to  jus- 
tifyhe  assumption.  The  committee  of  the  last 
sefsion — and  ihs  committee  of  this  session  was 
composed  of  nearly  the  same  member^' — if  he  re- 
collected right,  were  in  favor  of  a  re  modification  of 
the  charttr,  bjt  ih^re  was  not  lime  lo  ennble  ihem 
to  obtain  the  necessary  information  on  which  lo 
report  a  bill;  and  he  hoped  now  there  was  to  be  no 
partjr  organization  in  reference  to  the  charter  for 
this  part  of  the  District  of  Colombia.  It  was  true 
liiat  the  pretent  standing  committee  consisted  ex- 
clusively of  Wbigs,  which  was  a  proof  that  the 
gentleman  who  appointed  them  had  confidence  in 
those  appointed,  that  they  would  do  their 
daty  iairly  and  faithfully;  and  he  kaew  of  do  rea- 
son now  why  there  ^honld  be  soch  a  gratui- 
tous assumption  that  the  committee  was  hostile 
to  the  measnrp,  and  tlat  therefore  it  thould  not 
have  its  appropriate  reference.  He  troa'd  act  on 
every  qnestion  on  i's  merits,  and  he  would  not  in- 
qaire  to  what  rarty  the  memoriali:its  m'ght  bolong 

Mr.  NORVELL  had  no  intention  to  prolong  the 
disenssion.  In  reference  to  the  remarks  of  the  Si- 
aater  from  Maryland,  that  he  should  disregard  par- 
ty infloence,  and  did  not  look  at  party  distinctions, 
he  (Mr.  NoavELL)  was  not  solicitous  to  proclaim 
seBlimentB  of  that  character.  It  was  well  known 
there  were  certain  principles  oo  whiph  parties  in 
Ais  conniry  were  divided,  ind  it  was  not  for  him 
JO  admit  that  he  had  no  party  biat:  he  had  a  de- 
.eided  patty  bias,  and  whenever  questions  were  pre- 
aented  to  bim  in  which  the  di&tinctive  party  princi- 
ples wete  involved,  it  would  govern  his  action.  If 
tt  had  not  been  (o — if  it  had  not  been  that  there 
.were  fatty  divtinetions — he  and  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman  from  Maryland  might  not  have  occupied 
.their  present  positions.  He  asked  for  the  ayes  and 
Aoes  on  the  question  of  reference. 

Mr-  CLAY  of  Alabama  b#ped  the  gentlemin 


from  Michigan  would  be  gratified,  when  certain 
facts  were  Iknown,  which  had  intervened  between 
this  and  the  last  session:  he  thought  it  was  due  to 
(hat  gentleman  that  a  select  committee  thoold  be 
appointed.  It  was  m>nifef.tly  the  leading  motive 
of  the  friends  of  the  bill  at  the  last  session  to  ex- 
tend Ihe  ri^hi  of  suOrage  to  many  who  had  before 
been  deprived  ol  it:  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, but,  in  Iha  copying,  one  or  two  clauses  had 
been  accidentally  omitted,  and  the  omission  was 
only  discovered  when  it  was  too  late  to  rec- 
tify the  error,  an  less  by  nnaoimous  consent, 
which  was  not  obtained,  ai  a  gentleman  on 
the  ether  side  objected.  Under  these  eircnm- 
stances  he  (.Mr.  CL4r)  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  tab'e  with  an  intimation  that  at  the 
present  sejsion  it  would  b«  broaght  np  again.  But 
what  u«  bad  beta  made  of  lhi^^  Why  it  had 
been  published  through  this  Union,  that  he  and  his 
friends  had  attempted  to  introdnce  into  a  bill  re- 
specting the  District  of  Colambia,  the  principle  of 
Abolition.  Ye.',  the  fa'se  and  slanderous  charge  had 
been  copied  into  every  dirty  parly  sheet,  and  in  his 
■ate  cs'peclally,  it  had  been  imputed  to  him — lahely 
and  slanderously  imputed  to  him — and  not  only  to 
him,  but  the  same  accusation  had  been  made  ge- 
nerally against  his  colleague,  and  the  friends  of 
universal  suffrage  wbo  voted  with  him.  He 
hoped  that  thisbi^l  would  be  eojimitted  toaspe- 
ci.il  committee,  not  only  becaus»  it  was  according 
to  an  established  parhamcniary  principle  that  a 
bill  (hould  he  referred  to  a  committee,  a  majority 
of  which,  at  lea-^l,  was  favorable  to  its  principle, 
but  that  at  all  events  he  and  his  fiieads  might  be 
permitted  to  do  themselves  justice,  in  vietv  of  the 
accusations  of  tho:e  who  had  so  foully  slandered 
them. 

Mr.  MERRICK  disclaimed  any  hostili  y  to  the 
extension  of  the  right  ef  suffrage;  and  if  any  ac- 
cusaii"n  had  been  made  ?gaiosi  the  gentleman  Irom 
Alabama  and  his  friend  from  Michigan  of  any  in- 
tention lo  do  any  thing  lo  affect  ihe  peculiar  inie- 
rests  of  Ihe  S<<uth,  it  was  nnjust,  and  wiihoot  foun- 
dation; and  he  (Mr.  Merrick)  gave  the  gentlemen 
his  testimony  that  ihey  were  free  from  any  just 
ground  of  impntation.  He  then  argued  against 
the  reference  to  a  select  committee,  and  denied  that 
it  was  the  practice  to  refer  bills  to  committees  that 
were  Itnown  to  be  favorable  to  their  principle,  on 
the  petition  of  Ihe  memoralisls.  He  was  rf  opi- 
nion that  this  bill  should  go  the  usual  standing  com- 
mittee for  this  District,  for  there  were  many  mat- 
tr  ti  to  be  regulated  with  which  ihey,  from  th'  ir 
potiiion,  were  the  mo<t  likely  to  be  acquainted; 
there  were  mauy  matters  that  would  enter  into  the 
considera  ion  of  ihis  bill,whlch  ought  not  to  be  ovcr- 
Icked  in  framing  h  new  chatter;  it  was  very  im- 
portant that  there  should  be  a  redistribuiion  of 
the  representative  pjwer  among  the  wards  cf  the 
city  accordirg  to  the  population  of  the  different 
parts  of  the  city,  and  there  were  a  great  many 
other  subjects  properly  appertaining  tJ  the  cam- 
miltee  cf  this  Distric,  and  iherrfure  he  lirp-d 
the  select  committee  would  not  be  appointed. 

Mr.  PRESTON  opposed  the  special  reference, 
and  argued  that  the  bill  ought  lo  be  referred  to  ibe 
standing  committee  fo.'  the  District,  f Ic  thought 
the  question  of  an  extension  cf  the  right  of  saffrafe 
was  one  of  great  importance,  and  one  that  required 
the  profoundcst  consideration.  In  his  own  Slate  he 
had  expre.sed  his  opinion  that  it  wa:  a  gre.il  w  int 
of  policy  to  restiict  ibe  right  of  suffrage,  except  as 
tocoloitin  a  slaveholding  Sale,  where  one-half 
the  workii;g  classes  were  struck  out,  it  seemed  lo 
bim  to  be  an  odious  dislinc'ion  among  ihs  whites, 
and  he  desired  to  disfranehi'.e  no  one.  In  tbii  prin- 
ciple he  acquiesced — <ltis  prineip'che  advocate.!, 
but  be  had  yet,  as  a  Sena'or,  to  be  convinced 
whether  his  South  Carolina  doctrine  was  applica- 
ble to  the  District  of  Coluiub'a.  He  would  ask 
the  people  here  what  they  desire,  and  look  to  what 
extent  it  would  affect  their  institution^  their  habits, 
their  prejudices,  and  their  dispositions;  he  preferred 
thertfure  that  this  matter  should  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  alfo  advocated  the  reference 
of  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lambia. On  the  abstract  qnestion  of  human  righis, 
his  epinioDc  eealil  not  be  mittaken;  bttt  they  must 


recollect  Ihey  were  legislating  for  this  District, 
which  was  without  representation;  and  they  should 
look  a  little  farther.  They  must  coonder  who  it  was 
here  that  had  a  right  to  vole,  and  .-.hat  was  their  re- 
sidence here,  what  was  their  interest  here,  and  how 
it  would  affect  the  great  iBs:itutions  of  the  South; 
and  a  hundred  other  questions  they  must  ask  them- 
selves, before  they  decided  on  a  measure  of  this  im- 
portance. The  Stnator  might  get  a  special  com- 
mitep,  that  would  arrive  at  a  conclusion  with  won- 
derful rapidity;  but  hi  assured  him  that  if  it  were 
referred  to  ihe  Committee  on  ihe  Distiici  of  Co- 
lambia, that  committee  would  reflect  and  examine, 
and  then  decide  according  to  their  best  judgments 
respecting  the  interests  to  be  affected. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said,  it  occurred  lo  him  it  was 
unnecessary  to  dif^cnis  the  mer-its  of  the  bill  which 
Ihe  committee  appointed  at  the  last  session  report- 
ed. That  subject  was  not  now  before  them,  bat  it 
might  be  well  for  the  Sena'e  to  consider  what  was  ^ 
the  precise  qnestion  which  they  hfd  to  determine. 
He  hid  a  perfect  recollection  of  the  uh^le  history 
of  this  affair,  and  be  woul  1  noderiake  to  relate  it. 
It  was  in  con>e>tnei;ce  of  certain  resolutions  and 
memoriiil'!  pre.<%nied  to  this  Hou^e  in  thf  month  of 
February,  1340,  by  ihe  Senators  from  Ohio,  in  re- 
lation to  this  very  maitar,  which  were  refjrred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Distrkst  of  Columbia — a 
committee  which  was  constituted  neirly  as  at  pr^ 
sent — and  on  which,  as  late  as  ihe  5ih  of  June,  no 
report  had  been  made;  that  o'hrr  memorials  wete 
presented  by  ihe  Seuattr  from  Michigan,  and  a 
special  cojimitiee  was  appointed,  of  which  the  Se- 
na'or from  Michigan  [Mr.  Nohvell]  was  the  chair- 
man. Now  he  [VIr.  HdbsardJ  as  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  C:aims  would  be  glad  to  be  reliev- 
ed from  the  coat ideration  of  mnny  claims,  by  their 
reference  to  a  select  committee;  and  he  believed  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cbittbnoen,]  and  the 
Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  MtaeicK,]  a'sented 
to,  if  they  did  not  recomm>rnd,  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee  on  this  subject.  The  very  reason 
why  a  bill  should  be  kept  before  a  standing  com- 
mittee which  had  it  in  its  eaie,  would  induce  him 
to  desire  that  this  bill  should  again  go  to  a  select 
commiilee,  which  hid  had  it  in  its  consideration. 
He  thought  it  was  n^it  too  much  to  ask  for  ibis. 
The  select  committee,  of  which  Ibe  Senator  from 
Michigan  was  the  head,  had  had  the  memorial,  en 
which  Ibis  bill  was  based,  in  their  cire;  they  had 
made  a  report  thereon,  and  he  did  think  the  subject 
bbould  be  kept  where  it  was  last  sc-sion. 

Mr.  MERRICK  replied. 

Mr.  KINQ  had  listened  atlentivery  to  the  te- 
maiks  oi  the  Senator:},  and  he  was  turprisedto 
find  so  much  importance  attached  to  the  reference 
of  this  I  ill  to  either  a  select  or  a  standing  commit- 
tee. Tliey  had  beard  of  party  and  party  .le^i-ila- 
tion  for  Ibis  District,  which  had  no  political  infln- 
CLce  or  power;  but  when  he  appointed  the  standing 
committee  for  this  Dis>rict  it  was  certainly  with  no 
maoifestaiion  of  party  feeling,  for  the  members  of 
the  C'Smmit^ee  were  all  of  the  poliiical  palty  ad- 
verse lo  that  to  whi(  h  he  belonged.  In  the  appoint- 
ment of  that  committee  he  nsver  thought  of  party, 
and  he  believed  there  was  not  a  Senator  in  that 
chamber  that  would  believe  it  to  be  either  right  or 
proper  lo  l.'gisUt'i  for  Ihe  District  on  party  princi- 
pl(s.  But  the  meiKbers  of  the  S-.lect  Committee 
who  had  charge  of  this  subject  at  the  last  session, 
bad  bctn  held  up  to  public  indignation  because 
a  mistake  had  been  m»de  by  a  clerk  in  co- 
pying the  bill,  and  they  had  hern  charged  with 
the  prcm  >iion  of  ihis  a?  a  p  jlitical  game  Ic.r  a  poli- 
tical pnipo;^;  but  it  w.-s  a  base  accusaiion,  znd  it 
came  fn  ma  Iase^ource.  Every  gentleman  that 
knew  him, well  knew  that  noc  nside.-ation  could  in- 
duce him  to  depart  from  the  course  he  believed  lobe 
the  correct  one  from  any  political  consideration;  and 
yet  ib>y  had  bi-en  thus  arra'goed  forpoliliral  pur- 
poses; and  his  friend  [Mr.  Noevell]  bad  been  cen 
surcd  for  repotting  a  charter  which  it  was  asserted 
contained  provi'iioos  dele te.-ious  in  ihemselve.s,  in 
consequence  of  the  accidenial  omissions  which  bad 
been  mentioned. 

Now  he  cared  but  little  whether  this  biil  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on .  the  District  ot  Colam- 
bia or  to  a  select  committee.  If  he  alone  were  to 
decide,  he  woald  say,  let  it  go  lo  the  Commiilee  on 
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the  Dittriet  of  Columbia — it  vat  tb«ir  bpsinras  to 
ewnine  and  (tnard  the  inieresis  of  ihe  District,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  tbejr  wooid  do  the  duty  which  they 
owed  to  ibcir  eonatry,  which  th«y  owed  to  thcm- 
aelvet,  and  which  ihey  owed  particularly  to  the 
Diftriet.  He  would  be  perie:tly  satisfied  that  ihe 
cfaaricr  should  be  left  to  ibem;  but  bis  friends,  who 
had  been  subject  to  centare,  however,  Ifaoughf  they 
owed  it  to  themselves  to  hare  lbi«  subject  again 
brooght  onder  their  control,  that  they  might  presen 
it  in  the  ihipe  which  they  had  intended  it  shonlvl 
have  originally  assumed.  There  was  anothei 
reason  why  there  should  be  no  delay.  The  charted 
of  the  ciiy  had  already  expired,  and  memorials  had 
been  presented  urging  its  renewal,  snd  the  exten- 
sion of  the  right  otsadrage;  and  he  hoped  soch  a 
charter  wt.ald  be  granted  as  would  be  beneficial  to 
tb«  D.siriot,  giving  its  inhabitants  all  the  rights 
that  propel  ly  belonged  tc  them.  The  gre^t  political 
confest  of  the  country  was  over,  and  there  was 
no  object  in  atiribniing  to  Senators  principles 
which  ihey  did  not  hold;  and  if  the  sianding  eom- 
mitiee  would  take  it  up  at  an  early  day,  and 
promptly  act  upon  the  bill,  be  hoped  his  friend 
[Mr.  Morvell]  would  withdraw  his  propo^iisoo. 
He  hoped  tbey  should  not  make  any  thirg  like  a 
party  eou'est  on  a  subject  into  which  it  ought  not 
to  enter. 

Mr.  NORVeLL  said,  in  explanation  of  hi^;  own 
eonrse  on  this  bill,  that  about  Ave  hundred  citizens 
of  this  Di'irirt,  many  of  whom  did  not  possess  the 
Tight  of  EUfirage,  hod  petitioned  Congress  for  the 
enactment  cf  a  new  charter,  which  peiitions 
were  refered  lo  the  Committee  on  the  Dis!r.ct; 
but  as  several  months  hxd  elapsed  without 
those  memorials  being  actrd  upon,  a  commit- 
tee of  citizens  waited  upon  h'm,  aad  reqoes'ed 
that  he  would  present  another  manorial,  and 
move  its  rcferenc!  to  a  select  committee;  and 
in  pursuance  of  that  and  repeated  rcq'irds 
subsequently,  he  ba4  made  the  proposi'ton  wbicb 
he  snbmiited  at  the  last  srs-ion,  and  not  becau.v^ 
he  de&ired  to  take  npon  himself  ihe  labor  of 
such  a  commiiiee,  aud  of  examining  the  subject 
so  fully  as  vtould  be  necessary  to  enable  him  to 
prepare  and  perfect  the  measure;  tor  he  bad 
enough  to  do  on  two  other  iBiporisnt  comipitttei  of 
which  he  was  a  member.  lie  re.pea'r-d,  he  actrd 
in  pursuaace  of  the  desire  ot  ihcs-!  whnm  the  com- 
mittee was  appo-.nted  to  repre«<-ni,  most  of  w'-om 
wete  dives  ed  oi  the  right  of  KufTrage;  snd  in  do- 
ing so,  had  he  dene  any  thing  but  justice  to  tho^^e 
ciiizen&l  He  was  also  desirous  to  s»y  th.at  he  was 
unwilling  to  allow  the  btaiement  to  remain  un- 
eoniradictrd,  that  he  was,  or  tver  had  been, 
hostile  to  the  interests  of  any  cljiis  of  ciiiz'us  of  lUe 
city  of  Washington  or  of  the  Sllnt^;  so  far  from 
being  hostile  to  the  Di.'tric,  he  had  taken  bis  s:rat 
but  for  a  very  few  day.«,  the  first  session  he  sat 
there,  before  he  expressed  bis  desire  to  give  th.s-s 
propi;  a  R^tpresentative,  cr  a  De.egaie,  similar  to 
the  Territories,  en  the  avowed  principle  that  it  was 
neces-ary  to  induce  the  two  Honses  lo  pay  proper 
attention  lo  their  intfrcsts.  Ar.d  at  the  same  lime, 
be  seconded,  lo  ibe  extent  of  his  ability,  r«is<lu  ions 
re.«pecliDg  the  peculiar  in'crests  of  ihe  Sooth, 
and  going  the  full  leng'h  wiih  iLe  Southern 
fenilemin,  in  regaid  lo  the  dispcsiiion  which  they 
had  thought  proper  to  make  tf  the  appl  caiions  to 
the  Senate  to  iniexfeie  wiih  thfe  intererls. 
Havirg  been  particularly  acquainted  f<r  thirty 
years  with  a  large  portion  of  the  feople 
of  this  District,  he  hrd  not  supposed  thm 
now  he  should  be  charged  with  hosriliiy  to  their  ia- 
tere>is.  But  what  was  the  fa/.t?  Why,  sir,  in  a  for- 
mal and  ably  nritten  comm'uaication,  which  had 
bten  8€i.t  to  the  peop'e  of  ihe  United  S',at«5, 
in  the  >h«pe  oi  an  appeal  irom  the  feople 
of  this  District,  an  attack'  had  been  made  (>n 
the  (cieet  committee,  of  vrhicb  he  had  the  honor 
to  be  the  chairman.  la  this  docummt,  it  was  al- 
Icf.ed  that  this  Enbj«ct  was  not  iniro  laced  imo  the 
Senate  until  aOer  the  municipal  election  in  June 
la^-l,  and  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  result  of  that 
election  that  it  had  been  introduced.  How,  was  that 
Ibe  facit  Was  It  not  introdjcej  early  in  the  ms- 
tion,  and  bad  it  not  been  befiirc  the  cummiitee  (our 
moDihs  previons  to  the  munioipil  eleeiiou?  Again, 
it  was  alloged  that  the  omssions  were  intentional 


omisMons,  and  that  the  select  committee  and  the 
majority  of  thai  bodtr  had  aimed  a  vital  blow  at 
the  most  serious  and  essential  interests  of  this  part 
of  tie  country.  Under  these  circumstancts  it 
was  that  he  felt  it  to  be  his  peculiar  duty  to  propose 
the  recommittal  of  this  bill  tn  the  select  commit- 
tee. Senators  over  the  way  seemed  to  think  that 
only  one  desciipiion  of  citizens  in  this  city  poseesa- 
ed  any  r'gh's.  Admitiiog  the  class  opposed  to  the 
extension  of  the  elective  francliise  to  be  here  the 
majority,  had  the  minority  no  rights'!  Were  they 
lo  be  treat'^d  as  slaves,  to  have  no  voice  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  ciiy,  and  their  complains  to  be  disre- 
garded)   He  hoped  not. 

Mr.  CLAT  or  Alabama  hoped  his  friend  from 
Michigan  would  now  withdraw  bis  mohon  of  re- 
ference lo  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  NORVELL  consenied,and  then  the  bill  wis 
referred  to  the  standing  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens ol  Georgetown,  asking  for  an  amendment  of 
their  charier  so  ae  tn  extend  the  elective  franchiV. 

Mr.  NJERRICK,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tic,  asked  and  obtained  leave  lo  introduce  a  bill 
au'hor  zing  the  graniiog  letters  t'^tame niary  aikd 
of  admini»tration  to  aliens  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Commiiiee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Commiiiee  on  Claims, 
wh.ch  memorials  on  the  stibject  bad  been  referred, 
reported 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Weadcman;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Loomis  and  Abel 
Gav; 

which  were  respectively  read,  and  ordertd  to  a 
second  rea'iing. 

Mr.  DNN,  from  the  Com'»  '  <  <  on  Private 
Ltnd  Claims,  to  which  were  refei  icd 

A  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  "Act  for  ihe  fioal 
adjustment  of  piivate  land  claims  in  Missouri," 
approved  July  19,  1832;  and  the  act  supplemental 
thereto,  approved  March  3,  18:3; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  i!»ue  of  a  patent  lo  Ihe 
heiis  or  legal  repreeentatires  of  Francis  Rivard, 
deceased; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qiegoire  Sarpy,  or  bis  le- 
gal repiesentaiivof; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Miguel 
E^lava; 

A  bll  for  the  relief  of  Sebastian  Bjicher; 

A  i'iil  for  ihe  rei.ef  of  Tliomas  P.  Copes, 

A  hi  1  for  the  relief  of  JoReph  Bogy; 

A  hill  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Jo 
seph  Thompson,  sr.  deceased,  to  a  .certain  tract  of 
lartd  in  Mi.^soori; 

A  bl'l  fiT  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
P.erie  Bonhomme; 

A  bll  fi-r  the  relief  of  Jo^haa  Kennedy,  as- 
s-ign'^e  of  Cornelias  McCuriin;  and 

A  bill  to  confirm  to  George  Tucker,  his  teirs  or 
assignees,  a  re: tain  tract  of  land  in  Alabama; 
repelled  ihe^^ame  wiihont  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendaticn  that  they  do  pss?. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  had  been  referred  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  Lesislalarc  of  the  S'ate  of  Ar- 
hansis  torell  the  lands  heretofore  appropriated  fur 
the  n-e  of !  cWils  in  thatS'ate,  reported  ihc  same 
wi'bout  aroendmtnt,  and  in  favor  of  its  pa<:»)ge. 

Mr.  P.  in  pursuance  of  frivious  notice,  asked 
an  J  obtained  lei.ve  lo  introlnce  a  biil  for  the  re- 
lefof  Henr/  W;l.-or;  which  was  resd  twice,  and 
ref-irrrd  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PiERCtf,  in  pursuance  of  previous  not'e^ 
ai'ked  and  ob'ained  leave  to  intiodnce  a  bill  to 
equalize  the  pay  of  the  aimyar.d  for  other  purj-o- 
s^f;  which  was  read  twice,  and  refeirrd  to  the 
Committee  en  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  in  poriuanee  of  frevious  no- 
tice, a:$ked  and  cbtaioed  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  in 
addilirn  to  >he  act  to  promote  the  progrcFs  eflbe 
nreful  an?;  which  was  read  twice,  and  re frrrrd  to 
the  Ckimmiiiee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  LINN  gave  notice  that  tomorrow  be  would 
ssk  leave  to  introduce  a  biil  for  the  relief  of  Adam 
Stewart. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  gave  notice  that  to  morrow  be 
would  ask  |g§ve  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  -for 


the  altowaoce  of  invalid  pensions  lo  certain  Chen>- 
kee  warriors  under  the  14  ih  article  ol  the  treaty  of 
1835. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  from  ibe  Comn>itlee  en  Pa^ 
lie  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Francis  Laveoinre,  Kbentzer  Cr/i!ds,  and 
Linns  Thompson,  repotted  the  same  wiihont 
amrndment, 

Mr.  KINO  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  woald 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  le- 
gal representatives  of  Aaron  Vail,  deceased.  Into 
consul  at  L'Orieni. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  then  taken  np 
on  their  third  reading,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed: 

The  bill  amendaloty  of  the  a<H  abolishing  iapti* 
sonntent  for  debt. 

Tne  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  W.  Paschall. 

The  bill  to  relinquish  to  tbe  State  of  Alabama 
the  two  per  cent,  fund  reserved  by  the  act  for  bar 
admifsion  into  the  Union,  to  be  applied  to  ti>e  mak- 
ing of  a  road  or  roads  leading  to  said  State. 

Tbe  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  dislriet  ia 
the  S'ate  of  Alabama. 

Tne  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Joaes.^ 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  tettlers  on  th« 
lie  lands,  who  were  deprived  of  tbe  benefits  of  tbe 
act  granting  pre-emption  rights, «  hicb  was  approved 
on  the  19'h  of  June,  1834. 

The  bill  to  grant  other  lands  to  Ihe  inhabttaus  of 
townships  deprived  of  the  ICth  section  by  Indian 
reservations. 

The  bill  to  relinquish  the  reversionary  interest  of 
the  United  States  to  a  eetiain  rasetvation  ia  the 
Slate  of  Alabama. 

Tbe  bill  in  relation  to  donations  of  land  t»  certain 
persons  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

Thehill  to  quiet  the  tides  of  certain  land  claimants 
in  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

The  bill  tn  settle  the  title  (o^ertain  tracts  of  land 
in  the  8;ate  of  Arkansas. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  townibip 
eiifat  north,  range  thirty-two  we^t,  in  the  State  M 
Arkansas,  to  enter  a  section  of  land  in  lien  of  the 
sixteenth  section  in  said  township,  upon  condition 
that  the  same  be  surrendered  to  the  United  Sialea 
formlliary  purposes. 

The  bill  authorizing  tbe  inhabitants  of  fractional 
township  ten  sooth,  of  range  one  ea«t,  in  the  State 
of  Arkansas,  to  enter  one  half  section  cf  land  for 
school  purposes. 

The  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  James  Smith  of  Ar- 
kansas. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Arkaa- 
tas,  who  lost  their  improvements  in  coureqoence  of 
n  treaty  between  the  United  Slates  and  the  Choctaw 
Indians. 

Mr.  PORTER  submitted  the  followirg  rcsoln- 
tion,  which  was  considered  arid  agreed  to: 

Rmlttd,  7hat  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
bs  nqncilfd  to  transmit  to  the  Senate  any  informa- 
tion in  bis  pofsesMon  relative  to  ibe  survey  diteeied 
by  the  act  of  the  13th  of  June,  1838,  entitled  "An 
act  to  ascertain  and  designate  ihe  b<  nndary  lite 
between  the  ftate  of  Michigan  and  Ttrritoiy  of 
V/hkoDfan." 

Mr.  RUGQLES submitted  the  following  reaola- 
liun,  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Jtttelptd,  That  the  Committee  on  Ccmmeroa  be 
insirncted  to  inqu'te  into  tbe  expediency  of  inter- 
dieting  by  law  tne  allowance  ot  salvage  to  Ihe  ofi- 
cers  and  crews  of  revenue  cnt'ers  and  of  public 
armed  vessels  employed  by  the  Qovercment  in  af- 
fording relief  to  merchant  vessels  daring  the  incle- 
ment reason.s  or  at  other 'times. 

The  rccolntion  submitted  yeiterday  by  Mr.  Hen* 
vcLi,  in  re  alios  to  the  removal  of  the  chandelier, 
vvea  taken  up,  and  after  some  remarks  (rom  Mr. 
N.  and  Mr.  TAPPAN,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tot-DiT,  Dec.  22, 1840. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  befcre  tbe  House  the  fol- 
lowing communicationr,  viz: 

1.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  answer  to 
a  rciolniion  of  the  House  of  tbe  lltb  of  May  last, 
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•ommanieadDg  •  8(»temeiH  of  the  officers  of  the 
■a«7  on  leave  or  farloagb,  ioeindlDg  paired  mid- 
AipaeB}  showing  tbe  caase  of  iheir  abaecce,  (he 
tae  of  its  exiMmiioii,  Ac  « 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  BRIQGS,  laid  apon  the  tabic, 
■ad  ordered  to  be  printed. 

9.  From  tbe  Seeretary  of  War,  transmitting  a 
report  of  tiie  Commistioier  of  Pensions,  contaiaiug 
iaformation  relative  to  peai>iooetJ,  applying  for  a 
pensioa,  or  an  increase  of  peniioo,  rrqoired  to  bt 
laid  anaaally  before  Congreas  by  ibe  act  of  May 
99.1830. 

On  motioo  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  laid  tipon  tbe 
table,  and  rrdered  tj  be  printed. 

3.  From  the  Clerk  of  the  Hoa<e,  ai  follows: 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Uomtxb, 

Spnktr  »/  Ike  House  nf  Bepriimtatv:t»  V.  S. : 

8ia:  In  obidwDce  to  the  farther  order  of  the 
Houa,  passed  December  21,  1840,  "ihat  raid  re- 
port be  reeomm  tied  to  the  Clerk,  with  instruciions 
furtker  to  report  by  whatanibotiiy,  on  what  vouch- 
ers, and  tbroogb  whom,  he  paid  to  C.  Bulltley  ihe 
mm  of  jl500;  to  Bayee  Newcomb  the  sum  of  ft  16; 
and  to  George  Lowrey  tbe  snm  cf  |104,  for  isi  r- 
vices  tendered  by  ihem  in  taking  depositions  ia  tbe 
ease  of  the  contested  election  between  Messrs.  In- 
gcnell  and  Nay  lor,  as  reported  in  OocumentNo  7; 
by  what  authority,  and  03  what  vouchrrs,  he  sen'. 
10  Mr.  Naylor  money  to  pay  b  s  witnesses  in  the 
said  eoDtesi;  and  which  thai  gentleman  siys  he  re- 
inmed;  t»bether  the  raid  vouchers  give  ilie  names 
and  time  of  at(end4nce  of  the  said  wimesses,  ia 
whose  handwriting  it  was  filed,  asd  what  has  be- 
come of  tbe  same,"  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  tbe 
aeeonot  presenteil  by  0.  Bulkley  tot  tervices  as 
clerk,  Ac  amounted  to  |869  50.  On  the  face  of 
this  account  was  an  order,  signed  by  ihe  Chairman 
of  Aecoonts,  to  pay  $500  to  raid  Balkley.  Ihe 
aeeoant  presented  by  B<iyi«  Newcomb  for  (er- 
vices  as  comrais$ioaer,  &c.  amonnted  to  }52). 
By  a  similar  order  written  on  the  ttea  ot  tb« 
faper,  I  was  directed  to  pay  $416. 

The  account  of  Oeorge  Lowrey,  as  door-keeper, 
amonniing  to  |104— not  beirg  reduced  by  the  com- 
mittee—was diiected  to  be  paid  by  a  verbal  order. 
In  like  manner  the  snm  alla<vcd  for  payment  of 
witnesses  in  behalf  (f  Mr.  Naylor,  amoanucg  to 
|780,  was  also  directed  to  be  paid  by  a  veibal 
order,  which  is  the  usual  mode  practised  by  the 
coamitiees  when  accounts  are  clear  and  undispu- 
ted. 

The  vonchers  give  tbe  names  and  times  of  at. 
teadance  of  the  witnesses;  but  having  no  arquiiat- 
ance  with  the  bandoiitiDg  in  wbicli  ihsy  are  drawn, 
I  herewith  eommnaicate  the  original  p  tpers  (Nos. 
366  and  356)  for  the  use  of  the  Hjuse. 

The  various  sums  above  mentioned,  tog.-lh«r 
vithone  other  of  |lt)4.  for  Peter  Lewis,  were  en- 
doaed  ia  separate  drafts  to  tbe  Hen.  Cbailes  Nay. 
lor,  Philadelphia,  to  be  piid  rut  to  the  respective 
elaimatttf,  as  will  appear  from  the  letter  of  the  ae- 
oomiingeleik,  hcrewi>h  commanicated  and  maik- 
cdA. 

In  Mr.  Naylor's  answer  to  this  letter,  be  reinmed 
|780  76,  tbe  sum  allowed  for  witnesses,  and  also 
ifet  draft  for  f  104  in  favor  uf  Peter  L-^wis,  stating 
that  he  did  not  feci  anihor'zid  to  receive  atd  pay 
oat  the  same,  at  will  more  folly  appear  fiom  hii 
ietier.a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  communicated, 
and  marked  B. 

Tbe  :iim  of  9U  50,  returned  by  Mr.  Ingersoll, 
as  stated  in  my  former  repoit,an:J  (8:4  76,  retarL- 
ed  by  Mr.  Naylor,  have  been  credited  to  iba  con- 
tingent fond  of  this  House. 

All  of  which  i«  respectfully  submiiipd. 

HUGH  A.  GVRLAND, 
CleikHoD-eofReFS  U.S. 

Mr.  FLOYD  moved  a  reference  of  the  report  to 
the  Ciommiiiee  on  Aeooants. 

Ui.  SMITH  of  Conneeiicnt  objected  to  any  such 
reiteenee,  and  moved  a  reference  to  the  Committee 
oa  Poblic  Expcnditarcj. 

AAer  some  brief  remarks  from  Mr.  FLOYD  in 
defenee  of  bis  motion,  the  qa«siion  of  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Acconnis  being  flr>t  in  order, 
was  put,  and  decided  in  the  afflrmaiiTo. 

PMiiions  were  then  presented  by- 
Mr.  CROeS,  of  Arkansas. 

MtflST*.  CRABB  and  DBLLET,  of  Alabama. 


Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  DEBBRRY,  of  North  CaroUaa. 

Mr.  RIVES,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  DENNIS,  of  Maryland. 

Messrs.  BREWSTER,  HOFFMAN,  CURTIS, 
VANDERPOEL,  LEONARD,  QRINHELL,and 
WAGNER,  ol  New  York. 

[.Mr.  Waonkr  preseaied  the  petition  of  Diniel 
Cady,  snd  two  hundred  and  fifiy-two  others, inbabi. 
lants  of  Fulton  county.  New  York,  praying  for  a 
law  to  e<:tabl'sb  a  uniform  sysirm  of  bankruptcy  ] 

Mr.  RRED,  of  Mas^acbureus. 

Ttie  SPEAKER  then  annonnced  reports  from 
comaiiii'ies  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reporied  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  owners 
of  bounty  land  warrants  granted  for  military  servl- 
cs  in  the  army  ot  the  Uniied  Sates  in  the  late  war 
between  the  Uniied  States  and  Great  Britain;  which 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
_Mr.  LINCOLN,  from  the  same  commiitre,  re- 
pnite.!  a  bill  granting  a  ii>ht  of  pre-emption  to  cer- 
tain lots  in  the  town  of  Peirysburg,  in  the  Smie  of 
Ob'o;  wh'ch  was  commifed  ti>  tbe  Committee  of 
the  Who'e,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.  C  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committr e  for 
the  Di-tii(t  of  Colombia,  reporied  a  bill  to  revive 
and  continui  (be  corporate  eztsience  of  the  banks 
in  the  District  of  Columbia;  nhich  was  referred  10 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be 
prinud. 

Mr.  HALL,  from  the  Commi'tre  on  Rivola- 
tionary  Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  tbe.pc- 
tiii'  n  I'f  V'nrent  V«js,  praying  for  bounty  land.-*. 

Mr.TAL'AFERRO,  from  the  fame  committee, 
rrptitcd  a  bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  !%ven 
years.'  half  ray,  due  on  account  el  ihj  death  tf  Lieut. 
Jonaihan  Dye,  an  officer  in  the  Virsinia  continen- 
tal liie,  and  who  was  k  I'ed  in  tlie  battle  of  Bran- 
dy wine;  wl'.i  '.h  was  referred  to  tbe  Commitiee  cf 
the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  piioted. 

Mr.  FR  \NCIS  THOMAS,  from  ihs  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  reporied  a  biil  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  navy  pensions  ani  half  pay;"  which 
was  referred  t  >  the  Committee  of  th:  Whole,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  tli«  Com  mi  tee  on 
Revolntiooary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Jiimcs  Dealley;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Commit'ee  of  ihe  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ANDREWS,  from  the  same  cnmminee,  re- 
ported a  biil  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  S;arry;  which 
was  eommiiied  to  the  Commitee  of  the  Whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  piiuted. 

Mr.  HAND,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 
unfavorable  irpsrton  tbe  pciiiion  of  John.G.igoby 
for  a  [ensiun. 

On  motion  of  STANLY, 

Saohtd,  That  the  report  made  by  ihe  Commitiee 
en  Expenditures  on  the  Publx  Building^!,  relating 
to  the  branch  mint  at  Charlotte,  North  Carolina, 
be  printed. 

Mr.  RIVE3  of  Virginia  moved  that  the  report  of 
the  CoiBmiitce  of  Elections,  ontbesubj>el  cf  ihe 
contfsted  election  case  of  M'ssrs.  Natlor  and  In- 
OBRSOLL,  made  at  the  last  ses^i  n,  be  now 
afcen  op.  It  wis  not  his  intentiun  to  cn- 
er  into  a  debate  on  the  subject  at  that 
ime,  but  his  object  in  calliog  it  up  wa)  that  tie 
Huu<ie  migh'  fix  up»n  rome  time  when  it  would  be 
ccnvtnifnt  to  po  into  the  men!?  of  the  case. 

Mr.  CRABB  objected. 

Mr.  RIVES  said,  the  motion  b.-ing  a  privilrced 
one,  be  had  a  right  to  make  it.  He  was,  however, 
surprised  at  ihe  objeciioa  of  the  genileman  from 
AUbdma,  inasmuch  as  he  had  ita'ed  most  d  stinc'ly 
that  he  had  no  intention  of  debiting  t^e  subject  at 
thai  time. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  hoped  that  when  tbe  subject 
was  taken  up,  it  would  not  be  done  until  it  was 
convenient  fur  tbe  partiev  interested  to  address  ihe 
Hon^e  on  the  sohject.  He  did  not  know  when  it 
would  be  convenient  for  them  to  attend.  Moreo- 
ver, the  sitting  member  was  not  in  bis  ceat. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  he  had  seen  the  sitting  member 
that  morning  previons  ^to  his  making  the  motion, 
and  be  presumed  there  wocild  be  no  difficulty,  so 


far  as  that  member  was  concerned,  as  to  fijung  a 
time. 

Mr.  RIVB3  9bserved  that  the  fitting  niunbet 
was  niw  in  his  re'a',  so  that-  the  objvciloo  of  tbe 
f entlsman  from  New  York  no  lunger  ezi.iieJ.  fbe 
day  for  an  examination  of  tbe  case  could  there- 
fore be  now  fixed,  and  if  agreeable,  he  would  pro- 
pose that  it  would  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow. But  if  that  would  not  suit  the  sitting 
member,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  would  %iy  what 
day  would  be  convenient. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  bad  no  objeciion  to  any  course 
the  House  might  think  proper  to  take  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  was  willing  to  leave  the  matter  in  the 
bands  of  the  House. 

Alter  seme  farther  remarks  from  Mr.  FILL- 
MORE in  favor  of  a  pos'pocement  of  tbe  subject 
nnUI  after  <he  holidays, 

Mr.  R1VE3  modified  his  m'^tion  so  as  to  make 
the  repiitt  the  order  of  (he  day  for  the  first  Toae- 
day  in  January. 

The  motion,  as  mndified,  was  then  agreed  to. 
CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

Resolutions  then  being  in  order, 

Tue  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  followiBg  reso- 
lution offered  by  Mr.  RiMDxti,  on  Thursday  last, 
wonid  come  np  firs': 

Bttolnd,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  insirncted  to  inquire  into  the  rxpediiney  of  set- 
ting apart  three  buoded  thousand  dollars  per  lu- 
num  of  lbs  proceeds  of  tbe  public  lands  for  the 
coRiinnation  of  the  Cumberland  Road  in  Ohio  to  its 
western  termination,  to  be  constructed  in  a  continu- 
ous line  from  Eait  to  Wrs>,  and  of  distributing  the 
residue  of  tbe  raid  prcceis  among  the  several 
Siate.<i  apon  iho  principle  of  what  is  called  Mr. 
Clay's  land  bill,  (abii)g  ihe  cenius  of  1840  as  tbe 
basis  of  the  distribution. 

The  question  pending  was  lb;  motion  of  Mr. 
IIoBBARo  to  lay  thp  rcsoluiion  on  the  table,  and  on 
which  the  }  cas  and  nays  bad  been  xirJ<  red. 

'i  he  yeas  and  nays  were  then  laken,  and  resalt- 
ed  as  follow:: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alford,  Anderson,  Athrrlon, 
Banks,  Bsaitv,  Beime,  Blackwell,  Burke,  Sampson 
H.  Butler,  Wil  iam  O.  Butler,  Wm.  B.  Campbell, 
Carroll.  Clifford,  Coles,  Connor,  M.  A.  Quoper, 
Wm.  R.  Cvopcr,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Davte, 
Edward  Davies,  J(hn  Davis,  Davson,  Deberry, 
Dckeriion,  Dellei,  Doan,  Doig,  Duncan,  Etrl, 
Eistman.Ey,  Fine,  Fi>ber,  Fletcher,  Floyd,  Gal- 
braiib,  Girland,  Gerry,  Goggin,  Griffin,  Haber- 
sham, Hand,  Haivc«,  Har  kins.  Hill  of  Virginia, 
Hill  of  North  Carolina,  Hdli-n,  Hupkins,  J,iekson, 
Jame,sin,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Jobnsi<n,  Na- 
thaniel Jones,  John  W.  Jone.^-,  Kei'",  Kemble, 
Kille,  L";wis,  Lowrll,  McCariy,  McCicI.'an,  Mc- 
Clure,  MeCoilocb,  McKay,  Mallory,  Marchand, 
Medill,  Miller,  Monianja,  Samuel  W.  Mortis, 
Newhard,  Nisbct,  Parmemer,  Paynier,  Pickens, 
Preitii^,  Rtyner,  Rives,  Edward  R'gers,  Rvall, 
Shaw,  Shrpard,  John  Smith.  S'arkweather,  Sirupg, 
Somier,  Sveney,  Taliaferro,  T.tylor,  F.  Tiiomas, 
Waddy  Tanropsbn,  Jacob  Tu.mipssn,  Tjrney, 
Vatiderpoel,  Vroom,  D*vil  D.  Wasener,  Warren, 
Waiterson,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams, 
Le.utWilltams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  and  Wife 
—105. 

NAYS— .Messrs.  Adam«,  Andrews,  Barnard, 
Boardman,  Bond,  Boits,  Brcckenridge,  Briggs, 
B.-ockway,  Calhoun,  Cair,  Carter,  C.a.>i'y,  Clark, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Curbing,  Dana,  John 
W.  Davis,  Garret  Davi<,  Denni<,  Doe,  Everett, 
Fil'more,  Gentry,  Giddir  g^,  Goode,  Gi  anger.  Green, 
Hammond,  William  S  Hastings,  John  Ha~tings, 
H~-nry,  Hunt,  J^tmes,  Charles  Johnston,  William 
Cost  Jciirsnn,  Kempshal!,  Lan:,  Leonard,  Lincoln, 
Mirvin,  Mason,  Miicbell,  Monroe,  M>:0'e,  Mor- 
gan, Cal?ary  Morris,  Morrow,  Naylor,  0%\t,  O.- 
borne,  Palcn,  Parr  sb.  Peck,  Pope,  Prrflii,  Randall, 
RaiTiden,  Rerd,  R  yno  ds,  Ridewav,  Salionsiall, 
SImontun,  islade,  Truman  S  nith,  Tnomas  Smith, 
Sianly,  Stuart,  Swearingen,  Tillinahasi,  Triple**, 
Trumbull,  Ptur  J.  Wigner,  Jotn  White,  Wiek, 
T.  W.  Williams,  and  Winihrop— 81. 

60  tbe  rr solution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  asked  leave  ts  siibmit  the  fellov 
ing  rrsolotiou: 

Rmlvti,  Thai  tbe  Committee  of  Ways   and 
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Means  be  insiracled  to  inquire  inio  the  ripf  diency 
of  rrporting  a  bill  providing  lor  the  expeniliiutc  of 
|15U  000  in  each  ol  the  Sta'es  or  Ohio,  Inliann, 
and  IlUnois,  duriogthe  year  1841,  on  the  Cumber- 
land road. 

Mr.  P.  then,  in  a  vtrj  animated  manner,  fore- 
told the  direful  coosequtncee  which  he  had  aUegtd 
would  ensue,  in  case  the  Uoa^e  should  not  make 
the  appropriation.  He  declared  that  ib<  eit;ht 
Stales  of  the  Northwestern  Territory  would  unite, 
and  in  their  indignation  would  make  their  i(ray  into 
the  ball  to  obtain  their  rights  by  fora.  He  could 
not  conceive  why  the  people  of  that  part  of  the 
Union  thould  be  ireated  so.  The  South  got  appro- 
priations for  its  Dismal  Snampi  and  every  thing 
else;  so  alto  did  the  Norlhj  but  as  for  hi<  peopie, 
and  ihose  of  the  other  Northwestern  Srates,  i}iey 
eoold  obtain  nothiof .  Why,  said  be,  are  the  |ieo- 
pie  of  the  West  to  be  thus  trampled  upoul  Mrr  P. 
also  discuur:>ed  on  the  grievancfs  of  the  Western 
people  arising  from  oher  cansrs.  He  then  touchMl 
upon  nullification,  the  tarifl'  question,  etc.  and  coi> 
eluded  by  giving  the  House  a  solemn  warning,  that 
in  case  ibe  reMiluiion  thuuld  be  reject-,  d,  the  people 
of  the  Northwest  would  rise  in  their  might, 
when  their  indignation  would  be  an  allconsumine 
blaze,  without  a  particle  af  smoke,  which  shooid 
destroy  all  that  was  not  risht. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON,  in  the  course  of 
some  very  humorous  remarks  in  reply  to  the  mem- 
ber fr»m  Indiana,  saggejied  lo  him  that  the  true 
and  only  reason  why  the  CumbtLrland  road  bed  not 
been  completed,  was  that  it  had  been  begun  at  the 
wrong  end.  Tn«  right  end  was  in  Maryland,  be- 
tween Ruckville  and  Fiedeticktown;  and  nniil  the 
road  sbontd  be  commenced  in  ihat  quarter,  the  gen- 
tleman, wiib  all  the  people  of  the  West  at  tfis  heel'--, 
would  nerer  be  able  to  obtain  an  appropriation. 
Mr.  J.  concluded  by  asking  the  genileman  iq  ac- 
cept a  mod  fieiiion  of  the  resoliiiion,  appropriating 
180,000  for  ihat  poriioa  of  the  Cumbeiland  road 
in  the  State  of  Maryland  bettreen  Rockville  and 
the  Monocacy. 

Mr.  PROFPIT,  after  a  brief  rejoinder,  aeccpied 
the  modification. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  was  afraid  the  genieman  from 
Indiana  was  going  the  wrong  way  to  work  in  order 
lo  obtain  money  for  his  State.  Mr  H.  raid  that  so 
far  as  his  own  district  wasconcrrned,  he  was  sure 
Ihat  nothing  could  be  ob'aineJ  by  threats.  If  ihe 
gentleman  and  bis  peopie  wanted  money,  let  thrm 
open  a  trade  with  the  Souihvtest,  when,  if  ibcy 
made  fair  bargains,  there  would  te  no  objec  irn  to 
taking  iheir  poik  and  whiskey  fcr  prodnre.  Taat, 
in  his  opinion,  would  be  a  frr  mrre  elTecisal  mode 
than  bringing  on  a  great  army  to  enter  the  hall  for 
the  parpoK  ot  obtaining  what  they  wanted  by 
force.  He  would  repeat,  let  the  gentleman';^  con- 
Btitacnts  open  a  trade,  find,  so  far  a-  hit  disrict 
was  concerned,  h:  was  sure  they  would  be  ready  to 
swap  with  them. 

The  question  being  on  ihe  resolntion  as  mo-'fied, 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  tabic;  tn 
which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  wore  demanded 
ar.d  ordered; 

Mr.  HUiJBARD  then  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  WISE  rpnewed  il. 

Mr.  PROFPiT  demanded  the  yeas  and  nay.'; 
which  were^ordered,  and  being  ttken,  w.ie  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Mf&5rs.  Alfotd,  Judsnn  Allen,  Atherton, 
Banks,  R'atly,  Bciroe,  Blackwell,  Bolts,  Bajd, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  AlUrt  Q.  Brown,' Burke,  Samp- 
•on  H.  Butler,  William  O.  But!er,  AVilliam  B. 
Campbell,  Carroll,  Carter,  Cliflotd,  Coles,  Connor, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  William  R.  Cooper,  Crabb, 
Craig,  Divles,  John  Davis,  Diwson,  Delerry,  DjI. 
let,  Doig,  Earl,  Eastman,  Fine,  Fi»li«r,  Floyd, 
Gotland,  G«rry,  Goggin,  Griffin,  Habersham, 
Hawe."-,  HawMnf,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hill  of  North 
Carolina,  Hopkins,  Hubbari,  Jackson,  Jo.^eph 
Johnson,  Cavr  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jone.^-,  John  W. 
Jones,  Keitn,  Kemble,  Kile,  Lewis,  Lowell, 
McCarty,  MtfClellar,  McClure,  McCulloch,  Mc- 
Kay, Marchand,  Miller,  Montanya,  Samur.l  W. 
Morrit,  Nisbei,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Pick<-ns,  Pren- 
lisF,'  Rayner,  Rives,  Edward  Bod^ets,  Ryall,  Shaw, 
Shepard,  John  Smith,  Stanly,  Strong,  Sumter,  Ta- 
liifeiro,   Waddy  Thompsoo,   Jacob   Thompson, 


Turney,  Vanderpoel,  Vroom",'  DaviS  D.  Wagener, 
Warren,  Watter^on.Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry 
Williams,  Lewis  Willams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
and  Wise— 94. 

NAYS— Mefsrs.  Adam^  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drews, Baker,  Barnard,  Boardman,  B  >nd,  Brew- 
ster, Biiggs,  Brockway,  Calhon>>,  Carr,  Casey, 
Chittenden,  Clark.  Cranston,  Crockett,  Crcs.', 
Curtis,  Oushiog,  Dina,  John  W.  Davis,  Garret 
D.ivis,  Djnnis,  Doan,  D-je,.  Duncan,  Edwards, 
Everett,  Fillmore,  Galbraiih,  Gentry,  Qiddingf, 
Qoode,  Grangf  r,  Green,  Hammond,  William  S. 
Hastings,*  John  Hastings,  Heniy,  Hook,  Hunt, 
James,  Jame^t  n,  Jenifer,  Charles  Johnsion,  Wil- 
liam Cost  Johnson,  Kemp^hall,  Line,  Lincoln, 
Marvin,  Mason,  Medill,  Miicnell,  Monroe,  M>.r< 
gan.  Calvary  Morris,  Motrow,  Naylor,  Newbord, 
Oik,  Osborne,  Palen,  Parrish,  Paynter,  Peck.Pope, 
Pruffit,  Randall,  Rariden,  Reynolds,  Ridgway, 
Russell,  Saliinsiali,  Simonto.i,  Truman  Smith, 
Thomas  Smith,  Stuart,  Swearin!e,en,  Sweney,  Tay- 
lir,  John  B  Thompson,  Ti  linghast,  Toland,  Trip- 
lelt,  Trumbull,  Piter  J.  Wagner,  Weller,  John 
Whi  e,  Wick,  Tboiiias  W.  Williams,  and  Wi% 
throp— 92 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  lesclution  ofiered  on  the  17ih  in.stant  by 
Mr.  CnaisTopREB  Morgiii,  calling  upon  the  Post 
Master  General  to  famish  a  statement  of  the 
aiiiount  expended  by  ^  the  Department  for  the 
servicfs  of  special  agents,  was  taken  up  and  agreed 
to. 

The  ie«ololion  of  Mr.  Bctts,  calling  for  infor- 
mation in  relation  to  Treasury  notes  and  drafts, 
was  al;o  taken  up  and  agreed  lo. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Dawson,  calling  for  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  loss  of  horses  in  the  Florii<a 
war,  was  next  taken  up,  and  with  a  modification 
by  Mr.  J.  W.  Divts,  so  as  ID  include  the  B  ack 
Hawk  war,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BARNARD  tlirn  called  np  the  recolntion 
oirered  bybim,  reqairirg  information  relative  lo 
the  agiiregate  revenue  accruing  from  custom!', 
land,  &c  Ac  ;  and  the  qoesiion  being  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  saine, 

Mr.  BARNARD,  with  a  view  of  addressing  the 
House  upon  it  on  to-morrow,  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment, which  was  carried. 

And  the  House  adjonrned. 


.  IN  SENATE. 
Wedsesdat,  December  23.  1840. 

Mr.  Lh\N  presented  the  petition  of  Nathan 
Ranney;  which  w.is  referred  lo  the  Cummittee  oa 
Commerce. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  petition  ofjohn 
Waid  and  otheri^;  which  was  referred  lo  the  Com- 
railiee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  preseftted  the  petition  of  Dr. 
Samuel  White;  which  was  referred  to  iho  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  ROANB  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Buzzard;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Reolntionary  Claims. 

Mr.  HUBDARD,from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  memorials  on  the  cubj<:ct  had  been  refer- 
red, reporii'd  the  following  bil!s: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  tf  Daniel  Steenroc'; 

A  bill  for  ihp  felief  of  Jame?  M.  Morgan; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  af  Francis  Get-on; 

A  b  II  f  r  the  lelief  of  James  H.  Relfe. 

These  bills  were  severally  rea^',  and  cr>!ercd  to  a 
seci  nd  reading. 

Mr.  H.  ftom  the  same  oommiltee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  the  administrator  of 
George  Simpfoo,  a'-ked  lo  be  discbarg'd  ftom  i's 
further  comideralion,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Commiitoe  on  Finance;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BENTON  gave  notice  ihat  to-m»trow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  lay  a  tax  on 
bank  nates  and  other  p: per  intended  for  circula- 
tion in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  ANDERSON,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  allowance  of  invalid  pensions  lo 
certain  Cherokee  warriors  under  the  14ib  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1835;  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  ROANE,  in  pursuance  of  pre7i«as  notice, 


asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  lo  an- 
thoriz  ■  Ihe  payment  of  equitable  commissions  lo 
the  agents  or  attorneys  of  persons  in  who>e  favor 
^wartls  have  been  made  under  three  several  treaties 
bc«veen  the  United  States  and  certain  foreign  pow- 
ers', which  awards  have  been  retained  in  the  Trea- 
sury in  payment  of  debts  dna  to  the  United  StaiM; 
wh'ch  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Coir.mil- 
tee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  LINN,  in  porsnance  rf  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  Introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  repreaeniatlveB  of  Nathaniel 
Pryor,  deceased;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  the  peti- 
tion and  pap'>rs  of  George  Whitman,  now  on  file, 
wereref.rrid  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jndiisiary. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  r-ferred  ihe  bi  I  for  the  relief 
of  Jubal  B.  Hancock,  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  in  pursuance  of  previoas 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introdaee  a 
joint  resolntion  far  the  relief  of  the  rafferers  at 
Natchfzby  the  tornado  of  May  7,  1840;  which 
wai  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  from  the  Committee  on  P.r- 
tents,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  in  addition  to 
the  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  the  U6f  fal  arts, 
reported  the  lame  without  amendment. 

Mr.  STURGEON,  from  the  Committee  on  Rerp- 
lutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  a  memo- 
rial on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  M.  Keller  and  Henry  Stone;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

-  Mr.  ANDERSON,  in  pursuance  of  previouj  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intreiduce  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  allowance  of  invalid  pcmisns  to 
e-ertain  Cherokee  warriors  under  the  I4ih  article  of 
the  treaty  of  IS35;  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  KING,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Aaron  Vail, 
deceased,  late  consul  at  L'Orieni;  which  was  read 
twice,  and,  with  an  accompanying  document,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  gave  notice  that  to- 
morrow he  would  ask  leave  lo  iotroJnce 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  grant 
rerlain  relinquished  and  unappropriated  lands  to 
the  State  of  Alatama,  fer  the  purpose  of  improv- 
ing the  navigation  of  the  Tennefsre,  Coos?,  Ca^. 
hanba  and  Black  Warrior  rivers,"  approved  M^y 
93,  1828,  and  the  several  acts  s-upplemenlary  and 
amendatery  the;e!o. 

A  bill  making  additional  appropriation  for  com- 
pleiiag  the  improvemi>nu  in  Mobile  harbor;  and 

A  bill  providing  lor  the  payment  of  certain 
claims  of  the  Sta'e  of  Alabama. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  gave  notice  that  to  marrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
Legislature  of  Louisiana  to  sell  the  lands  herett- 
fore  appropriated  for  the  use  of  scbooU  witbia  that 
St3te. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  pet  lioas  of 
Jacob  Graham  and  J-jhn  Pritchett,  now  on  file, 
were  rcferied  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
and  the  petition  of  Cupar  Weaver  was  referred 
to  he  Committee  on  tie  Ditrict  of  Ciumb^. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
wiu'.d  a»k  leave  to  introilnce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
J.  M.  Strad  r. 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  the  followiag  resoln- 
tion, whieh  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolrti,  That  Ihe  Secretary  of  Stoe  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  returns  of  the 
census  of  this  year,  so  far  as  rcceiveel  into  his  office, 
giving  only  the  aggregate  (jf  the  population  in  each 
State  or  Territory,  de»ignaiing  the  number  of 
wh.tes,  of  free  persons  of  color,  and  all  other  per- 
sons, in  thtee  ;epara:e  columns,  and  s'ating  bow 
far  the  returns  ate  incomplete  in  any  State  or  Ter- 
tiiory. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Arkan- 
sas, who  lost  their  improvements  in  consequence 
of  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  ths 
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Ctnlimud  fiom  JiTo.  3. 
Chcctaw  Indiao$;    A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  more  eSectnally  to  provide  for  thepanish- 
ment  of  csrtaio  crimes  against  the  United  St&ies  and 
tot  other  purposes; 

A  bill  to  prevent  the  conntcrfeitiDg  any  foreign 
copper,  gold,  silver,  or  other  coin,  and  to  prevent 
the  bringing  into  the  United  Siaie*,  or  nttering  any 
Mnnterfeii  foreign  copper,  gold,  silver,  or  oiher 
coin; 

wec«  eonsideied  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 

and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

PURSERS  IN  THE  NAVY. 

Tbe  bill  tsiablishiag  the  pay  and  emolamenis  of 
ponen  in  the  navy  being  taken  np, 

Mr.  17ILLIAMS  explained  the  provisions  of 
this  bilL  He  said  it  was  introduced  at  tbe  last  ses- 
sion, and  passed  tbe  Senate,  bat  was  left  with  the 
nn&nished  business  of  the  other  Honse,  and  was 
■ow  again  introdoced,  with  ihe  intention  to  fix  and 
determine  the  compensation  to  porsers.  As  now 
established,  their  compensation  was  forty  dollars  a 
mmib,  together  with  certain  privileges  and  per- 
quisites, »hieh  were  deemed  to  be  eztravasrant. 
One  great  source  of  profic  to  parsers  was  on  arti- 
cles famished  to  [sailors — wbote  wages  were 
learcely  sufficient  to  induce  men  lo  enter  the  ser- 
vice— ^which  amounted  to  eight  or  ten  dollars  per 
nan.  Now  as  there  were  from  one  thou- 
sand to  twelve  handred  QAvns  in  a  seventy- 
fo«r,  and  the  parser  leceiv^rfrom  each  person 
from  eight  to  ten  dollars  on  articles  famished, 
which  came  out  of  the  wagei  of  Ihe  poor  ^ail  -r, 
this  compensation  was  deemed  exiravagant,  and  it 
was  the  wish  of  Qorernment  that  it  should  be 
abolished,  in  jasiice  to  the  sailor,  and  a 
reasonable  and  proper  compensitiion  subsii- 
lated;  and  with  this  object,  this  bill  had 
been  inirodoeed.  Besides  this  bill,  there  had 
been  others  of  a  similar  character  prepared  during 
previoDS  sessions,  but  this  differtd  from  them  in 
^is  respect;  they  proposed  a  compensation  to  the 
pnraer  sometbiog  less  than  was  proposed  by  this 
measure:  this  matter  of  difference,  however,  had 
been  determined  npon  for  the  pnrptue  of  s- caring 
to  tbe  service  the  best  men,  by  giving  then  a  f.iir 
compensation,  and  as  some  equivalent  for  ihe  loss 
of  the  perquisiies  of  which  this  bill  woald  deprive 
tbem,  which  amounted  to  the  eihnrbilant  sum  of 
SS  per  cent,  on  necessaries,  and  50  p:r  cent,  on 
what  were  called  Inxaries,  in  which  were  included 
tea  and  coffee  and  sugar.  Of  the  rate  of  remnnera- 
tioa,  he  further  observed  that  it  was  necessary  to 
pay  with  some  liberality  ibe  pnrscrs  of  our  navy, 
inasmoch  as  they  were  exposed  lo  ritks  by  lostts 
on  the  property  entiustrd  to  them,  for  the  security 
of  which  they  were  compelled  to  give  bonds,  on  en- 
tering the  service,  to  ihe  amount  of  $95,000.  They 
were  bound  to  account  critically  to  the  Departmsnt 
for  the  property  in  their  care,  and  Senators  woald 
recollect  that  during  a  Mngle  craise,  it  not  nnfre- 
qnently  happened  that  property  of  the  value  of  half 
a  million  of  dollars  parsed  through  their  hands.  It 
was  important,  there  ore,  that  Government  rhonid 
give  snch  compensation  as  would  secure  the  ser- 
vices ot  faithful  and  responsible  and  efficient  men, 
while  at  the  same  timj  something  was  done  lo 
relieve  the  sailon  from  the  oppressive  exactions 
to  which  they  were  subjected,  which  was  certainly 
a  great  evil,  both  to  the  service  and  to  the  conniry. 
This  the  present  bill  was  intended  to  efiVci,  but  it 
woald  call  for  a  greater  turn  than  beietoforo  from 
the  Treasury. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  did  not  intend  tbea  to  say  any 
thing  in  oppo^'itiou  to  the  bill;  bat  it  proposed  to 
fix  the  -salaries  of  the  pursers,  and  to  pay  them 
from  the  Treasory,  thertby  effecting  an  entire 
change  in  the  system,  they  having  been  biiherto  paid 
in  pan  by  certain  perqnii-iies.  If  it  went  into 
aperation  it  woold  impose  a  very  severe  tax  on  Ihe 
Treasmy;  and  therefore,  especially  as  the  Senate 
vas  not  fully  attended,  he  hoped  it  would  be  laid 


on  the  table.  Whether  the  salaries  were,  or  were 
not  right,  he  did  not  intend  to  discust-;  but  be 
hoped  the  S.-naie  would  not,  dutiag  this  session, 
ucdertalte  to  pa^s  a  bill  effecting  socS  a  cbaniie, 
and  especially  a.'<  it  would  impose  so  severe  a  lax 
on  the  Treasury,  which  it  was  so  little  able  to  bear, 
he,  therefore,  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  they 
could  take  it  up  on  some  future  day,  if  the  Sena- 
tor from  Maine  desired  it. 

Mr.  WILLIAIMS  had  no  objection  to  a  post- 
ponement, but  be  objected  to  the  summary  dispo- 
sition of  it,  which  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
vhire  sorgested. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said  he  would  call  it  up  again 
on  a  futore  day,  if  the  Senator  desired  it;  bnl  on 
tnaiure  reflection  be  hoped  the  Senator  would  not 
make  such  a  request. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  hoped  so  loo.  There  wert 
some  provisions  in  this  bill — which,  however,  he 
had  not  been  able  to  examine  carefully — to  which  he 
had  insurmountabls  objections;  he  objected  to  the 
Government  becoming  a  merchant,  and  going  into 
the  market  to  buy  articles,  for  the  purpose  of  selling 
tbem  out  again  to  the  sailors.  He  was  opposed  to 
such  jobbing;  and  he  believed  much  of  which  com- 
plaint was  made  could  begotrid  of,  by  eompellingihe 
par(ers  to  exhibit  their  invoices  and  allowing  them 
a  moderate  per  centage  of  profit  on  the  cost  of  the 
articles.  He  hoped  the  bill  would  be  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  never  called  up  again. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  defended  tbe  bill,  and  said 
that,  under  i's  provisions,  Govsrnment  could  no 
more  occupy  ll:e  pos  tion  of  a  merchant  than  at 
pres.-nl;  and  tbiif  he  i.usiraied  by  details  of  tbe 
prevailing  ptaciicf.  Aaer  a  few  other  ubscrva* 
tions,  the  bill,  by  consent,  was  laid  on  the  table  for 
the  present, 

NAVY  PENSIONS. 

The  bill  to  make  new  provisions  respecting  jiavy 
pensionj,  and  making  farther  provisit/ns  in  rela- 
tion lo  navy  pensioners,  being  taken  up, 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  explained  the  necessity  or 
the  passage  of  thi.«  bill. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  inqaired  whether  he  nnder- 
s'ood  correctly  that  it  was  proposed  to  charge  the 
naval  pensions  on  ihe  Tieasury,  and  that  the  old 
fi)nd  created  by  deductions  from  seamen's  wagt^s 
was  to  ceaS'-. 

Mr.  WILLI  VMS  said  the  fund  which  had 
hitherto  supplied  the  pensions  of  seamen  was  creat- 
ed by  tbe  Mle  of  prizes  taken  by  our  ships  of  war, 
and  that  system  was  adopted  as  early  as  the  year 
l300.  Bat  in  1815  furtiter  appropriat.ons  were 
requisite,  and  an  addition  was  made  thereto;  but 
tbe  contributions  from  seamen's  wages  were  appro- 
priated lo  <he  defrayal  of  hospital  charges.  The 
pensions  were  extended  from  time  to  lime,  first 
from  the  original  objects  for  nbich  they  were  in- 
teniled  to  the  widows  of  officers  killed  in  active  ser- 
vice, or  who  had  died  of  wounds  received  in  service, 
and  then  to  the  widows  of  seamen  who  died  under 
similar  circnmbtances.  These  additions  went  on, 
and  increased  until  pensions  were  given  lo  the 
widows  and  children  of  officen;  and  seamen  dying 
in  the  service,  whether  wounded  or  not.  The 
fund,  however,  was  equal  to  the  claims  made  upon 
it  up  10  1837;  but  in  March  of  that  year,  Congress 
passed  a  law  extending  the  p:n>i(>ns  to  widows 
back  to  the  time  of  the  decease  of  their  husbands,  and 
many  went  so  far  back  as  forty  years;  one  instance 
hemeniioned.  Hesaid  in  the  year  1800,  a  sailing 
master,  who  had  originally  gone  out  as  a  sailor, 
was  taken  from  the  merchant  fe rvice,  and  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  weeks  after,  ihe  thip  into 
which  he  was  taken  was  Io^r.  The  widow  of  that 
man  has  now  established  her  claim  to  a  pension 
since  the  last  ^e$sion  of  Congress — the  law  being 
imperative,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  hav- 
ing no  divcretionary,  power — and  she  has '  taken 
from  the  Treasury  ten  thouband  dollars  for  ar- 
rearages of  pensions  since  tbe  year  1800.  And, 
again,  there  were  officers  in  the  highest  commaad 
in  th«  navy,  who  have  had  pensions  for  disabikties 


received  thirty  or  forty  yean  ago;  there  were  men 
now  commanding  vess.-is  in  the  navy,  and  receiv- 
ing ibeir  full  pay,  who,  in  addition,  are  in  ihe  re- 
ceipt of  pensions  of  twenty  dollars  per  month  from 
the  pension  fund  for  total  divabili'y.  All  these 
charges  have  exhausted  the  fund,  and  it  was  He- 
cefsary  to  m«ke  provision  for  Ibe  pensioas  due  on 
the  Isi  of  January. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  inquired  whether  these  enor- 
moos  pensions  were  to  be  taken  from  the  Trea> 
sdry. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  raid  lbi«  bill  was  intecded  to 
cut  off  all  pensions  except  for  disabilities  and  for 
the  widows  and  children  of  officers  and  men  killrd 
or  dying  of  wounds  received  in  the  Una  of  their 
duty. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  asked  what  was  the  amonnt  of 
the  pension  list. 

lyir  WILLIAMS  replied  that  the  whole  of  the  pen* 
slons  now  amounted  to  $130,000,  but  he  believed  by 
this  bill  it  would  be  from  $33,000  to  $40,000.  This 
bill  woold  not  repeal  the  old  law  relating  to  the  crea- 
tion of  the  fund,  for  it  would  be  necessary,  if  we 
shovid  have  another  war;  but,  by  its  provision:), 
pens:ons  hereatter  would  not  be  given  but  for  disa- 
bilities, ^nd  for  five  years  10  the  widows  and  (diil- 
dren  under  sixteen  of  persons  killed  in  battle  ordy- 
ing  of  woaods  received  ig|Jhe  dii«harge  of  their  dn- 
ty;  and  it  cut  off  all  ib^ensions  now  established 
— sach  as  pensions  to  tbe  widows  and  children  of 
men  dying  a  natural  deafi,  though  they  belong  to 
the  navy.  It  also  provides  that  tbe  pensions  to  be 
giV'.n  s'lould  on!y  commence  from  the  time  tbe 
proof  was  completely  established  lo  the  claioi;  and 
that  no  pcifion  f  mplo>ed  by  Government;  and  re- 
ceiving pay  for  his  services  in  snch  employment, 
shonld  be  entitled  to  a  pension. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  hoped  this  bill  would  not  pro- 
grass  farther  at  the  present  time.  It  was  a  bill  of 
great  importance,  and  required  tbe  most  serious 
atiemioo  of  the  Senate;  and  as  it  was  of  the  same 
cla<s  as  the  bill  jost  disposed  of,  he  moved  that  it 
be  laid  on  the  table.  He  was  anxious  to  g:o  as  far 
as  he  could  go  to  restrain  improvident  legislation; 
and  on  this  subject  th-re  appeared  to  him  to  have 
been  much  improvidi-nt  l^gi^Ution.  If  they  were 
tu  put  the.e  pensions  on  a  new  basis,  and  make 
them  chargeable  to  the  Treasury,  he  hoped  it  would 
b«  on  some  day  set  apart  for  the  purpose,  when 
they  could  come  prepared  to  go  into  tbe  discussion 
of  the  whole  of  these  pension  lists. 

Afier  a  few  words  from  Mr.  WILLIAMS  and 
Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  bill  was  made  the  spatial  order 
for  ihe  first  Monday  in  January. 

PENSION  TO  HANNAH  LEIOHTON. 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Hannah  Leigbtoa 
being  taken  up, 

Mr.  PIERCE  stated  the  object  of  this  bill,  a»d 
the  claims  of  the  applicant  oa  the  boiuily  of  the 
Govern  meat. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  this  was  a  case  which  ap- 
pealed father  to  their  sympathies  than  to  any  esta- 
blished principle.  He  awarded  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions,  irom  whom  it  came,  his  thanks,  and 
he  said  they  deserved  the  thanks  of  the  cbuntty,  for 
their  faithfulness  and  attention  to  iheir  duties,  and 
therefore  it  gave  him  pain  to  oppos»  them  on  this 
occasion;  bat  he  considered  this  bill  was  estsb'isb- 
ing  a  precedent  for  tbe  extension  of  tbe  pension 
list  Ihat  woold  be  fearful  and  dangeroov,  and  there- 
fore he  could  not  allow  it  to  pass  in  silence. 

Mr.  PIERCE  faid  this  tubjeot  was  discussed  at 
sime  length  at  iha  last  session,  and  it  would  be  re- 
collected that  the  applicant  for  ihis  pension  wastbe 
widow  of  ih?  first  officer  who  fell  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution;  and  under  the  peculiar  circumsiances 
of  the  c»se,  the  committee  had  recommended  the 
granting  of  this  pension,  though  diffeiing  from  ihe 
usual  principle— '.hat  of  actual  service  for  six 
months— the  husband  of  this  poor  woman  having 
fallen  in  the  first  engagement. 

Mr  KImQ  recollected  tbe  ca-«e  well,  and  knew 
it  had  been  pressed  on  Congress,  becauM  it  was  a 
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strong  eate,  and  one  that  appealed  to  ibeir  sympa- 
thies to  depart  fiom  the  fixed  nla  of  Congress;  bat 
if  tbej  departed  flrom  that  mle  in  one  case,  where 
were  they  to  siopl  He  bad  before  felt  compelled 
to  oppose  it,  and  dioald  do  so  again,  from  a  sens* 
of  what  be  eoneeiredie  be  right.' 

Jtfr.  CALHOUN  said  the  statements  made  this 
day  respecting  the  naval  pensions,  afforded  ihsm  a 
striking  lesson  how  they  created  new  precedents. 
Plander,  and  not  pension,  was  (be  proper  word  to 
apply  to  many  of  the  snms  claimed  as  navy  pen- 
sions; and  in  llus  class,  if  they  once  went  beyond 
the  rigid  rale  of  justice,  they  would  open  the  way  to 
•  siimlar  sqaandering  of  the  pnblic  money.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  the  last  man  that  fell  in  the  Re- 
▼olation  was  (qoaUy  meolorioas  with  ihe  first;  and 
he  regretted  that  the  committee  had  broaght  for- 
ward this  proposition,  while  he  awarded  to  them 
the  praise  to  which,  the  faiihfal  discharge  of  their 
doiies  had  tntitled  them.  He  hoped  that  the 
Senate  wonld  not  yield  to  their  feelings  of  ha- 
mantty,  bat  adhere  to  a  strict  rnle  or  jasiice;  and 
hat  be  might  have  an  opportunity  lo  lecord  his 
rote,  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  PIERCE  sai'^,  as  this  bill  bad  been  fully 
debated  at  the  last  session,  and  passed  by  a  Urge  ma- 
jority on  ayes  and  noes,  he  had  hoped  it  wourd 
haTC  not  been  deemed  necessary  to  have 
called  for  them  now.  Theforceofihe  remark  of  ibe 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [iVIr.  CiLHODN,] 
that  ihey  ought  to  adhere  to  a  line  of  rigid  juttice, 
he  did  not  comprehend.  What  had  Congrrss  done 
fipm  time  to  timel  Why,  they  bad  exieRded  the 
pension  law,  tt^  wonld  be  well  remembered,  to  in- 
clude the  widows  of  such  Revolatioaary  soldiers  as 
were  married  prior  to  tiSexpiration  of  their  last 
term  of  service.  In  1833  n  was  extended  to  the 
widows  of  sach  soldiers  as  mwried  prior  to  1794, 
and  now  it  wai  known  almost  to  every  one  in  that 
cbamber,'tbat  it  included  the  cases  of  the  widows  of 
soldiers  who  had  seen  no  service,  if  their  names 
had  been  enrolled  for  six  months.  In  his  judgment, 
if  the  rule  of  rigid  justice  had  been  adhered  to, 
pensions  wonld  have  been  given  to  the  widows  of 
all  those  who  fell  npon  the  field  of  battle  during  the 
Revolntion,  rather  than  to  those  whs  entered  the 
army  near  the  close  of  the  war,  and  who  had  not 
seen  .more  than  six  monite'  'service,  and 
who,  consequently,  had  not  been  acquainted 
with  the  safiferings  and  the  deprivations  of 
those  who  participated  in  the  conflict  from  the 
beginning.  Who  could  say  that  rigid  justice  would 
not  afford  relief  to  this  poor  widow  sooner  than  lo 
tboie  10  whom  it  was  granted  under  the  Uw  of 
1836  and  1838?  She  was  in  indigent  circum- 
stances: the  case  was  a  strong  one,  and  appealed 
10  their  justice,  to  their  feelings  of  humanity,  and 
he  hoped  the  small  sum  proposed  to  be  given  to 
her  by  the  bill  would  not  be  withheld. 

Mr.  felih^HOU^|(  said  be  considered  the  pension 
list  no  mor?>ttan  a  great  system  of  charity,  and  he 
maintained  thal^tbe  pension  to  men  for  six  months' 
service  was  an  imposition,  and  to  assume  the  name 
of  pension  was  a  fraud  on  the  public.  It  went 
nnder  the  name  of  .charity,  but  its  true  name  was 
plander. 

Mr.  CRlTrSNDEN  said  be  had  been  laboring 
under  the  impression  that  this  bill  had  passed 
through  both  Houses  of  Congress  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, but  he  found  hS^was  mistaken.  It  was  vain 
to  tell  him  that  this  case  was  the  same  as  every 
other  case — it  was  vain  to  tell  him  that  this  could 
be  tortured  into  a  precedent  which  could  be  abui^ed. 
It  was  a  case  that  stood  by  itself— it  was  differ- 
ent morally,  socially,  and  in  every  other  point,  as 
this  was  an  application  in  favor  of  the  widow  of 
the  first  man  ibat  fell  in  the  Revoluiion,  when 
there  was  no  regularly  organized  Government 
That  man,  stirred  by  his  own  patriotism,  without  a 
conntrjr,  he  might  almost  say,  went  forward  to 
make  and  create,  and  then  to  defend  that  country. 
Sbonld  he  then  be  told  that  this  case  wonld  not 
be  distingaished  both  in  the  hearts  and  reasons  of 
men,  from  the  case  of  others  nnder  an  organized 
Qovernmeni}  Stwh  a  statement  would  not  reach 
his  understanding,  nor  his  feelings.  He  hoped  this 
bill  would  be  passed,  and  that  this  nation  would 
not  longer  remain  under  the  reproach  of  refusing 
a  piece  of  bread  to  maintain  this  poor  widow  of  a 


Revolutionary  officer,  who  received  his  death  wound 
nnder  such  circumvtances.  He,  too,  would  call 
for  the  ayes  and  noes,  that  be  might  record  bis 
vole;  and  if  there  were  abnsei',  let  those  that  com- 
mit them  take  (he  responsibility. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  this  happened  to  be  the 
first  case,  and  ibe  Senator  had  said  it  was  distin- 
guished from  the  last.  Now  it  would  be  recol- 
lected that  the  last  case— the  man  killed  by  the  last 
gun  that  was  fired  in  the  war  of  independence,  was 
the  gallant  Col.  John  Laurens,  who  was  then 
acting  as  a  volunteer,  and  who  had  rend»red  im- 
portant diplomatic  services  to  his  country  while  in 
Europe;  and  be  believed  his  family  was  now  in  a 
helpless  condition.  Now  he  asked  if  the  case  of 
the  last  man  was  not  as  strong  as  the  case  of  the 
first?  Was  not  the  case  of  the  nun  who  went  gal- 
lantly through  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
contest,  and  who  bore  the  brunt  of  the  battle,  as 
good  as  that  of  the  man  who  fell  at  the  onset? 
And  if  they  were  to  go  over  the  cases  between  those 
extremes,  they  would  find  a  thousand  instances  not 
much  less  strong,  and  all,  it  wonld  be  admitted, 
making  a  strong  appeal  lo  their  feelings.  But  the  Se- 
nator said  this  could  not  be  drawn  into  a  precedent. 
Did  be  forget  the  naval  pensions,  of  which  they 
had  this  day  heard?  If  this  bill  were  passed,  at  a 
future  day  others  wonld  come  in,  and  this  ease 
would  be  appealed  to,  to  show  that  at  such  a  time, 
and  by  such  a  vote,  the  Senate  had  given  apension 
to  the  widow  of  an  officer  who  fell  in  the  Revela- 
tion, and  Congress  wonld  naturally  give  to  all  who 
fell  under  similar  circumstances.  He  was  glad 
the  ayes  and  noes  had  been  called,  for  he  wlkh«]  to 
record  his  vote;  \ht  public  had  been  plundered 
long  enough,  and  he  hoped  the  system  would  be 
brought  to  a  termination. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  as  there  were  some  Se- 
nators present  who  were  not  here  last  year,  he 
would  rela'e  th:  circumstances  of  tbij  case,  but  be 
should  neither  adorn  nor  illustrate  it.  All  readers 
of  our  history  know  that  on  the  evening  of  the  18th 
of  April,  1775,  the  British  army  left  Boston  to  pro- 
ceed to  Concord.where  the  colonial  stores  were  col- 
lected, to  seize  thoce  stores.  That  was  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.  On  the  morning  of  the 
19ib,  this  intelligence  had  been  communicated  to 
a  considerable  distance  by  the  ase  of  torches  '^r 
barrels,  and  other  signals,  and  before  noon  of  the 
19.h  April,  Isaac  Davis,  an  interesting  <yoang 
man,  of  between  eighteen  and  nineteen  years  of 
age,  the  husband  of  the  applicant,  who  was 
then  the  captain  of  a  militia  company,  was  on 
his  way  to  protect  the  Colonial  stores.  Before 
the  British  troopj  could  arrive  at  Concord,  they 
sent  forward  a  party  to  take  possession  of  two 
bridges  on  the  Concord  river,  which  were  situated 
three  or  four  miles  apart;  and,  at  an  early  hour, 
this  intention  was  known  for  many  mile«  round, 
and  Isaac  Davie,  with  his  company,  were  soon 
under  arms  and  on  their  march.  They  arrived  at 
Concord  by  a  road  that  led  to  the  lower  of  these 
bridges,  and  there,  on  the  right  and  on  the  left, 
were  seen  other  collections  of  the  militia  of  Massa- 
chusetts; but  there  was  no  organization  amongst 
them.  Davis,  with  ,his  company,  however,  kept 
on  his  course,  according  to  his  own  sense 
cf  propriety;  before  he  reached  the  bridge,  ad- 
monitory shouts  were  given  to  the  militia  not  to 
approach,  and  as  the  admonition  was  disregarded, 
the  British  fired  and  several  men  fell.  Davis  then 
pressed  forward,  and  as  he  approached  the  bridge 
the  British  again  fired,  and  he  fell;  but  in  the  con- 
test that  ensued  the  British  were  driven  back  lo 
Bo'iton.  His  widow,  after  his  death,  was  married 
to  another  person,  and  acquired  the  name  ot  Ijeigh- 
ton.  She  was  now  ninety  years  of  age,  was  poor  and 
penniless,  and  her  case  presented  two  questions  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Senate— whether,  on  the 
one  hand,  the  passage  of  this  bill  for  the  relief  of 
this  poor  old  wootan  wonld  be  a  plundering  of  the 
Oovernment— 

Mr.  CALHOUN  hoped  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts did  not  intend  to  convey  the  impression 
that  he  had  so  characterized  it. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  did  not  say  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  had  so  characterized  it,  bat  he  bad 
said  diat  many  of  the  pinsions  granted  for  alleged 


services  dating  the  late  war  were  a  plundering  of 
the  Qovtmment. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  there  were  some  excep- 
tions. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  hoped  there  were  many  excep- 
tions. Now  what  was  the  danger  of  this  ease  be- 
coming a  preoedenti  Were  there  many  snnh  casesi 
Could  there  be  another  such  a  case?  There  cotild 
not  be  precisely  such  another  eve;  and  yet,  as  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Piebcc]  had 
said,  they  bad  acknowledged  the  claim  of  the 
widows  of  men  who  had  served  but  six  months, 
and  who  consequently  famished  a  less  strong  ease 
than  this.  He  thought  it  a  strong  case;  there  was  no 
case  like  it.  He  had  received  communications 
from  as  honorable  and  as  high-minded  men  as  were 
in  Massachusetts,  requesting  him  to  interest  him- 
self in  the  case  of  this  poor  woman;  and  be  hoped 
something  wonld  now  be  done  for  bet  by  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  hoped  he  might  be  tndnlged  in  a 
few  remarks  on  the  snbjeci  then  before  the  Senate; 
and  he  owed  it  to  himself  to  say,  however  macii 
le^  sensible  be  might  appear  lo  be  to  the  sympa- 
thies of  the  baman  heart  than  other  Senators  who 
had  preceded  him,  it  was  with  great  embar- 
rassment and  pain  that  he  opposed  a  ease  of 
this  kind;  and  were  it  not  that  he  saw  in  it  Ihe 
introduction  into  their  legislation  of  a  princi> 
pie  of  fearful  extent,  be  sbonld  not  be  heard  in  op* 
position;  bat  nnder  that  consciousness  he  had  op- 
posed it  before,  and  he  felt  bound  to  do  so  again. 
But  be  begged  permission  to  say  a  few  words  in  ex- 
planation. He  did  not  question  at  all  the  right  of 
the  present  Committee  on  Pensions  to  introdaeea 
new  principle  into  the  pension  system;  he  had  no 
donbt  that  this  case  had  appealed  to  the  strongest 
feelings  of  their  heuj^  and  that  they  bad  been  in* 
daced  by  iheir  sytiPRhies  to  present  it  to  the 
Senate;  but  be  desired  to  say  that  it  was 
presented  here  on  a  principle  new  to  him  in  the 
pension  sytem.  What  had  been  the  basis  assumed 
as  the  basis  of  pensions  hitherto?  Length  of 
service.  Upon  what  principle  was  the  law  of  1818 
based?  If  his  memory  served  him  tight,  it  was  ser- 
vice in  the  regular  army,  and  for  at  least  nine 
months.  Upon  what  hypothesis  were  pensions 
based  then?  He  conid  not  say  positively,  tor 
be  was  not  in  the  Congress  at  that  time,  bat  be  had 
always  supposed  on  the  hypothesis  that  the  tim« 
of  a  man  had  been  consumed  in  the  service 
of  bis  country,  and  that  he  had  never  been  re- 
munerated for  that  service,  or  that  he  bad  been 
paid  in  continental  paper  which  was  worth  nolhiDg; 
and  at  that  late  day,  that  was  ^a  manner  in  which 
it  wai  proposed  to  compensate  bim  for  the  early 
service  of  his  life  in  the  perils  of.  that  war.  That 
he  supposed  to  be  the  predication  of  the  pension  act 
of  1818.  They  passed  on  then,  so  far  as  his  me- 
mory served  him,  without  any  important  ad- 
dition to  that  act  antil  the  year  1838,  and 
then  they  passed  a  rery  important  lav  poisioa- 
ing  a  certain  cUst  of  officers  of  the  Retroloiion. 
And  on  what  ground?  Why,  they  bad  t>een  pa- 
triotic enjugh  to  peril  their  lives  in  the  service  of 
their  country.  Yes:  and  he  (Mr.  Wbioht)  was  act- 
ing at  the  lime  that  law  was  passed — it  was  as  a 
commutation  of  a  promise  held  oat  to  them  by  the 
old  Congress,  which  had  either  not  been  folfllled 
ornotequivalently  folSlled;  on  that  be  knew  the 
action  of  Cengress  was  based,  or  of  the  other  branch 
of  it,  of  which  he  was  a  member  when  the  law  of 
1838  was  passed.  In  1833again,  a  much  more  tooad 
and  comprehensive  pension  act  was  passed,  bat 
he  (Mr.  WaicnT)  wa«  not  then  a  member  of  Oca- 
gress.  dut  what  was  its  peculiar  charaeteristiet 
First  to  shorten  the  term  of  service  from  nine  to  siz 
months,  and  to  comprehend  the  militia,  as  well  as 
the  regnlar  army.  These,  according  to  his  recol- 
lection, were  the  features  of  that  law— a  term  of 
service,  sacrifices,  and  loss  of  time,  which  had  not 
been  compensated  for,  was  the  predication  of  that 
law.  Well,  then,  so  far,  pensions  were  conftiMd  lo 
petsoits  who  had  performed  service,  and  they  had 
not  then  departed  from  ibat  principle  either  iit  favof 
of  widows  or  heirs.  In  1836,  another  pension  law 
was  passed,  and  a  most  significant  and  impoita&i 
law  it  was.  He  was  a  member  of  this  bodjr  at 
the  time,  and  be  felt  it  lo  be  a  just  reproach  n(* 
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on  himself  when  he  said,  that  when  that  law  was 
paised,  he  was  not  fully  aware  of  the  extent  of 
in  provisions — he  then  -was  dsrelict  uf  bis  daiy; 
hot  wtut  v>8  the  principles  of  that  lawl    It  re- 
latnedj  to  his  understanding,  the  same  predication; 
it  extended  pensions  t.i  the  widows  of  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  who  were  the  wires 
of  sacb  officers  and  soldiers  at  the  time  when 
tbey  performed  servics — to  widows  who  bad  Ihem- 
sdres  sustained  sacrifice^  and  injaries  produced  in 
their  families,  by  the  taking  away  the  head  of  the 
faiBily  into  the  military  service  of  the  coaniry.   So 
far,  then,  though  th«y  bad  gone  a  step  beyond  the 
individaais  who  bad  performed  the  service,  they 
bad  rslained  the  broad  basis  on  which  the  pension 
system  was /ounded.     It  was  in  1836  that  that  law 
w  fused;  and  in  1838  they  passed  another  most 
essential  measure,  as  they  had  seen  in  its  operation 
oji   ibe  Treasury,  for   be  thought  he   was  not 
misuOcea   when    he    said    it    had    taken    four 
millions  of  dollars  from  the  Treasury,  or  h»d  add- 
ed that  much  to  the  expenses  of  the  Oovernment. 
These  laws  were  passed  when  they  had  an  over- 
flowing Treasury,  impelling  them  on  to  an  over- 
flowing expenditure.    This,  then,  was  a  brief  re- 
view of  what  he  nnderstood  to  be  the  general  pen- 
sipD  law;  which  had  been  passed;  he  knew,  as  the 
honorable  chair.man  of  the  committee  said,  that 
partjenlar  laws  had    passed^  but    he  a^ked   if 
this  proposed    law   did   not    contain   a    princi- 
ple entirely  new?    From  the  fact  stated  by  the 
Senator    from     Massacbuietts,     the    lime    was 
nothing,  at  the  most  but  twenty -four  honrs,  but  it 
was  the  service  of  the  life  o(  a  gallant  and  patriotic 
officer.    Bat  he  was  not  the  firtit  man  that  fell,  for 
the  Senator  from  JMassachnsetts  told  them  that  five 
or  nx  freemen  of  this  country  fell  before  the  wea- 
pon was  aimed  at  the  life«f  this  officer.    Could 
thsiy,  then,  pension  his  widow,  and  not  the  widows 
of  those  other  men?    Could  they  make  such  a  dis- 
tinction?   Yes,  and  the  next  day,  7nd  the  next,  the 
patriots  of  that  period  nishe.l  to  the  battle  field;  and 
sbonld  they  say  that  the  widow  uf  the  man  who 
fell  on  the  firsi  day  of  that  contest  bhonid  have  a 
pension  fvr  her  life,  and  that  the  widows  of  those 
who  served  in  that  patriotic  straggle  for  a  longer 
period,  and  then  fell,  should  have  no  compensation? 
Could  men  make  this  distinction?  Could  their  sym- 
pathies induce  them  to  yield  to  ibb  claim,  and  not 
yield  to  the  utheiis?    He  had  .<f  oken  in  admiration 
of  the  committee,  and  that  admiration  made  it 
most  reluctant  duty  to  oppose  them;  bat  to  what 
extent  the  principle  might  be  carried,  if  they  open- 
ed the  dcor,  he  conld  not  say;  and  therefore,  he  felt 
impelled  to  guard  againvt  unforeseen  evib:.    Who 
had  apprehended*  when  the  law  of  1838  was  passed, 
the  millions  on  millions  that  had  been  taken  from 
■he  Treasury  in  that  short  pericdT    No  man,  he 
ventured  to  say.    Who  could   say  now,   if  they 
adopted  the   principle    that  the    living  widows  of 
othergallant  spirits  who  rushed  to  the  battle  field  on 
ibe  lir&t  day  of  the  Revolution,  would  not  claim  to 
be  pensioned  for  life;  and  not  only  pensioned  for 
life,  bat,  as  in  this  cas^e,  for  some  years  back. 
Mr.  BENTON.    Nine  years  back. 
Mr.  WRIQHT  continued:    To  what  extent  the 
principle  wonid  lead,  he  could  not  conceive.    If 
this  bill  were  to  become  a   law  of  Congress — 
if  this    ease  weie  to  prevail,    who   coald  stand 
up    and  protect  his    sympathies   against  grant- 
ing  oimilar   pensions   to    the    widows  of  those 
who   fell  at  Lexington  before    the    fall   of  this 
aSont    It  was  views  of  this  sort  that  impelled  him 
a  year  ago,  and  wbieb  would  impel  him  now,  to 
oppose  this  bill,  appealing  as  forcibly  as  it  did,  with 
an  irresistible  force,  to  their  sympathies  and  their 
feeltegs  of  humanity. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  voted  for  the  pissage 
of  this  bill  Isst  session,  and  he  intended  to  vote  for 
it  again;  and  while  he  avowed  that  inteblion,  he 
took  the  opportunity  to  say  that  it  was  his  purpose 
on  all  occasions  to  watch  the  expenditures  of  the 
Oovemment,  and  to  vote  for  no  meatnre  for 
wkiek  h0  mtid  net  vole  uUh  a  strict  sens; 
•/  jmUet.  It  was  said  lo  be  a  new  prin- 
ciple in  car  law  to  grant  pensions  to  widows 
of  men  who  had  rendered  nervine  to  their  conn- 
try;  bat  be  affirmed  that  it  was  an  old  national 
ptinelple,  and  not  only  in  our  system,  but  in  every 


other  country  he  believed;  certainly  in  all  thosB 
civilizel  countries  with  which  he  was  acquainted. 
Why,  if  an  officer  of  our  army  went  to  the  battle  fields 
of  Florida,  and  served  but  a  single  day,  what  was 
the  consequence?  Why  his  widow  received  a  pen- 
sion. The  dsath  of  a  husband,  immolated  in  the 
•service  of  his  country,  had  in  it  a  sufficient 
jastification  for  Ihe  grant.  This  was  the  uni- 
versal rule  which  pervaded  the  civilized  world; 
and  he  was  not  certain  that  in  this  country 
it  ought  lo  be  confined  to  this  single  case.  Right 
or  wrong.  Congress  had  provided  that  the  widows 
of  Revolutionary  soldier?,  who  were  married  whei 
their  husbands  were  in  the  service  of  Ihe  country, 
shoald  be  pensioned,  and  with  strong  rea  on;  but 
they  had  gone  further,  aad  granted  a  pension  lo 
every  lady  who  had  married  a  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier up  to  1794.  He  was  pretty  much  of  .the 
opinion  with  the  Senator  from  New  York  in 
regard  to  that,  but  as  it  bad  been  made,  he  was 
not  disposed  to  quarrel  with  it.  Bat  how  could 
he  justify  himself  if  be  said  that  the  widows  of 
those  who  came  forward  to  ferve  their  country  in 
the  hoar  of  its  utmost  need  should  not  be  entitled, 
by  |sach  meritorious  service,  to  a  pension,  when 
the  widows  of  those  who  served  but  six  month', 
and  those  who  married  prior  to  '94,  were  so  pro- 
vided foi?  Could  they  say  that  those  who  sacrificed 
their  all,  should  not  be  provided  foir,  while  those 
who  came  in  when  the  danger  was  nearly  at  an 
end  were  now  drawing  pensioni  from  the 
country;  and  who,  perhap.<!,  were  reaping 
advantages  in  civil  life  by  the  glory  which 
their  military  service  gave  them?  Should, 
then,  the  women  who  were  the  partners  of 
ovr  soldiers  at  a  time  when  ihey  were  called  upon 
to  sustain  privation  and  sniTerings  in  their  counti'y's 
defence,  be  denied  Assistance  and  compensation? 
If  so,  there  would  be  neither  justice,  nor  equality, 
nor  right  in  the  denial.  Now,  as  to  the  burden  on 
the  Treasury,  he  could  not  ihink  it  would  be  very 
great.  The  claims  went  back  to  '83:  that  was  fifly- 
seven  years  ago;  the  period  of  marriage  in  this 
country,  he  believed,  was  about  twen>;,  and 
that  would  make  any  lady  now  living  seventy- 
seven  years  of  ago,  and  there  could  not  be  many 
saeb.  He  confessed,  with  hi6  principirs  and  feel- 
ings, be  could  not  give  his  vote  against  ibis  old  la- 
day's  claim.and  he  did  not  fear  that  it  won  Id  be  set- 
ting a  bad  precedent;  and  he  could  notconceivejhow 
any  of  bis  married  friends  cooM  refuse  to  provide 
for  Ibis  poor  old  widow,  who  had  peculiar  claims 
on  them  for  protection. 

The  qu«8tion  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  ba  engrossed,  and  decided  iu  the  affiinative, 
yeas  29,  nays  13,  as  follow;: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bacbanan,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Dixon,  Folton,  Graham,  Henderson, 
Huntiogion,  Knight,  Meriick,  Monion,  Nicholas, 
Norvell,  Phelps,  Pierce,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rnggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Tall- 
madge.  Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  White,  and  Wil- 
liams-29. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay 
of  Alabama,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Manguin,  Roane,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Tappan, 
and  Wright— 13. 

And  then  the  Senate  adjourhed. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wednesday,  Dec.  23,  1840. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  befor«  the  House  a  com- 
manication  from  the  Post  Office  Depa'  tmenl,  in 
compliance  with  the  resolation  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  ISth  instant,  transmitting  a 
list  of  all  the  cariailments  in  the  transportation  of 
tne  mail,  made  since  the  cl05e  of  the  first  seirsion  of 
the  present  Congress,  with  the  da'es  when  such 
curtailments  were  made,  the  time  when  they  took 
eflfeci,  and  the  amount  of  each. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BVERETr,  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Petitions  were  then  presented  by — 

Mr.  SHAW,  of  New  Hampshire. 

Messrs.  SALTONSTALL  and  WINTHROP, 
of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  TILLINQHA&T,  of  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  SLAD3,  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  FLOYD,  of  New  York. 


Mr.  JAMES,  of  Pennsylvania,  asked  leave  to 
present  a  petition  from  an  Anti-Slave.-y  Srciety  in 
his  State;  and,  as  the  shorter  way  of  staling  its  con- 
tents, proceeded  to  read  the  petition. 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  objected  to  the  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  JAMES  persisted,  and,  having  read  the  pe- 
tition through,  sent  it  to  the  Siieaker  that  he  might 
decide  as  to  whether  it  came  under  tht  rule  relating 
to  Abolition  papers. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  petition  waa 
embraced  by  the  rule. 

Mr.  JAMES  then  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
role  in  order  that  the  petition  might  be  receiveil. 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the 
motion  to  suspend  on  the  table. 

Mr.  8LADE  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  peti- 
tion, in  order  that  he  might  know  on  what  he  was 
required  to  vote. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  a  staietnent  of  its  eon. 
tents  bad  already  been  made  by  the  tnember  from 
Pennsylvania;  and  the  rule  under  which  the  peti- 
tion came  prohibited  its  reading. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  on  Ibe  table, 

Mr.  COST  JOHNSON  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  biit  on  observing  that  the  House,  was  not 
full,  withdrew  the  call. 

Mr.  ADAMS  renewed  it,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  ordered,  were  taken  and  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Julius  C.  Atford,  John  W.  Al- 
len, Anderson,  Andrews,  Aiherton,  Banks,  Beirne, 
Blackwell,  Bond,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  O. 
Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H.  Bailer,  Carroll,  Car- 
ter, Chinn,  Clifford,  Connor,  Cooper,  Crabb, 
Craig,  Crockett,  Cross,  Curtis,  Pana,  John  Davis, 
John  W.  IHviSjOarret  Davis,  Deberry,  Doe,  Doig, 
Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fine,  F.sber,  G^tbraitb,  Oar- 
l»nd,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Qoggin,  Grem,  Griffin,  Ham- 
mond, Hawes,  John  Hill  of  Va.  Ji  hn  Hill  of  N.  C. 
Hilkn,  Hoolf,  Hopkins,  Habbaid,  Jameson,  Jeni- 
fer, Joseph  Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones, 
Keim,  Kille,  Lane,  McCarty,  McClellan,  Mc- 
Clare,  McKay,  Mitchell,  Moaroe,  Montanys, 
Moore,  Pickens,  Popt,  Rayner,  Reynolds,  Rives, 
Shaw,  Shepard,  Albert  Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart, 
Samier,  Sweeny,  Taliaferro,  Francis  Thoma.*, 
Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  John  B. 
'niompion,Tiiplet',Underwood,Vanderpo«l,  War- 
ren, Watterson,  John  White,  Wick,  Jsred  W. 
Williams,  Thomas  W.  Williams.  Lewis  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  and  Wise— 99. 

NAYS — Adamf,  Barnard,  Beatty,  Boardmao, 
Briggs,  Brockway,  Calhoun,  Carr,  Casey,  Chitten- 
den, Clark,  Cranston,  Cashing,  Davee,  E.  Davies, 
Edwards,  Fillmore,  Fletcher,  Floyd,  Qiddings, 
Granger,  Hastings,  Henry,  Hunt,  Jackson,  James, 
Kempshall,  Lect,  Lincoln,  Lowell,  McCalloch, 
Mallory, Marvin,  Morgan. C  Morris,  Paleo,  Payn- 
ter.  Peck,  Proffit,  Bariden,  Reed,  Ras.'ell,  Salton- 
stall,  Simonton,  Slad  %  John  Sm  th.Trttman  Smith, 
Tillinghast,  Toland,  Trumbull,  Pe;ct  J.  Wagner, 
and  Winihrop — 53- 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  on  leave,  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  a  bill  mak- 
ing appropriation  for  ih:  current  and  contingent 
expenses  of  ihe 

INDIAN  DEPARTMENT, 
and  for  fulfilliig  the  various  treaty   stipulations 
with  Indian  tribes. 

Mr.  BARNARD  wished  to  inquire  the  amount 
tions  required  for  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  JONES  replied  that  it  was  |700,000. 

The  above  bill  was  read  twice,  and  on  motion 
of  Mr.  JONES,  was  referred  to  the  Coramiilee  of 
the  Whole  on  ibc  siate  of  the  Union,  and,  with  the 
accompanying  documents,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  on  leave,  reported  from  the  same 
committee  a  bill  making  appreprrations  for  the 

NAVAL  SERVICE, 
for  the  year  1841;  which  was  read  twice,  referrtd 
10  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Uni9n,and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Petitions  were  further  presented  by— 

Messn.  TAYLOR,  WELl^R,andGIDDING3, 
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Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  CHINN,  of  Loais'ana. 

Mr.CASEY.oflllioois. 

Mr.  DOTY,  of  Wiskonsan. 

Mr.  DOWNING,  of  Florida. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTBBS. 

Mi.  RIVKS,  from  the  Commiitee  of  Elf  ctioo-o, 
offered  a  resolatioa  proposing  to  pay  to  Jamet 
Carlisle  ailditional  compensation  foe  services  len- 
dered  aa  clerk  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Objection  being  made,  the  resolution  lies  erer, 
onder  the  rnle. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pablio 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeremiah 
Field;  which  was  committed  to  the  Commiitee  of 
ibe  Whole. 

Mr.  RUSSELL,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported — 

A.  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jsbn  Wilkinson's  hmrs  at 
law} 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Homp; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  A.  Lf  ster; 

A  hill  fur  Ibe  relief  of  Jiim!»  Cox; 

A  till  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Hedges; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qarret  VIcit; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  P.  Rathbon*; 

A  bill  for  Ike  relief  of  Cbaancey  Calhoan; 

Which  were  sererally  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Doion. 

Mr.  aiDDINOS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported — 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Beojamia  C.  Roberts; 
and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sylvester  Ph'lps,  and  the 
heirs  or  legal  representatives  of  Charles  Landoo, 
deceased; 

Which  were  sererally  referred  to  the  Commitlee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CASEY  presented  joiot  resolaiions  of  the 
Legislature  oi  Illinois,  on  the  subject  of  the  public 
lands. 

Daring  the  presentation  of  petitions  and  reports, 
leave  was  given  lo  introduce  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PROFFIT, 

Beitbed,  That  so  much  of  the  resolotion  of  this 
House,  adopted  on  the  17ih  December,  1840,  as 
calls  for  all  the  eorrespoodence  betweea  the  War 
Department  and  the  snperinleodents  of  the  Cum- 
berlaud  road,  &e.  be  hereby  rescinded;  and  the  said 
Department  is  required  to  fami»h  only  eo^a  of  ihe 
orders  (if  any  such  hiive  been  given)  to  ^uspend 
operailoBs  on  the  pub!ic  work^,  on  'he  lake  b^irders 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Illinoi.<,  Wislroasao, 
and  on  the  Cumberland  road  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois;  and  also  copies  of  orders  to  s;ll  the  raa- 
chiaery,  tools,  implements,  &e.  used  on  said  woikr^, 
and  beloogirg  to  rhe  United  Sia'es. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  BLACKWELL, 

Raohed,  That  the  Committee  on  tie  Po?t  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be,  and  they  art  hereby,  instrncied 
to  itqaiie  into  the  propriety  of.  esublishing  a  poit 
route  from  Cleveland,  Tennessee,  to  Tuf-caloosa, 
Alabama,  lo  intersect  the  route  from  Knoxvilie, 
Tenoeisce,  to  Cleveland,  Tennexsee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCLELLAN, 

Rtsolvtd,  That  the  Cemmiiiee  on  Public  Build- 
ings and  Grounds  inqare  whether  the  falling  of  the 
chandelier  in  the  hall  of  the  House  was  caused  by 
a  delect  in  norktnansbip  and  construction;  and 
also  »  hether  any  money  has  been  paid  by  ibe  Clerk, 
and,  if  not,  whether  any  ooghl  to  be  paid,  to  the 
constructor  of  the  chandelier. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WELLER, 

JtttQlatd,  That  the  Sicreiary  of  the  Treasury  be 
required  to  report  to  this  House  whether  any, 
and  if  any,  what  part  or  snrplu.^,  or  additional  sec- 
tions or  parts  of  sections,  (lying  alooR  and  adjoin- 
ing, and  within  the  line  of  alternate  sections  on  the 
Miami  canal,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  withheld 
from  sale  at  the  same  lime,)  have  been  .sold  since  1st 
January,  1830,  to  ihe  Isl  January,  1839.  Also, 
that  be  slate  lo  whom  said  lands  were  sold,  at  what 
office,  and  at  what  time,  and  at  what  price;  and 
that  he  furnish  copies  of  all  instructions  given  by 
the  different  CoiDOiissioners  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  from  time  to  lime,  relating  to  withholding 
from  sate  lands  on  the  route  of  the  said  Miami 


On  motion  of  Mr.  EVERETT, 

Retflvei,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  tocomnunicate  to  tbl!<  House,  if  com- 
patible with  the  public  interest,  copies  of  all  cor- 
respondence between  this  Qovenunent  and  the  Go- 
Ternment  of  Great  Britain,  relative  to  any  proceed- 
ing on  the  part  of  that  Governmeni,  which  may 
have  a  tendency  to  intermpt  joor  commerce  with 
China. 

Mr.  ADAMS  offered  the  following  nsolation, 
which,  under  the  rule,  lies  over  one  daj : 

RtKlvtd,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  House  ihe  names  of  all  the 
postmasters  tbronghoui  the  Union  who  have  been 
remored  from  office  since  the  3i  day  of  March, 
1839,  with  the  names  of  the  persons  appointed  in 
their  places;  xmiarteoring  the  names  of  all  those 
removed  for  official  delinquency  or  misdemeanor, 
and  specifying  the  nature  thereof,  the  complaint 
upon  which  the  removal  was  made,  the  evidence 
in  support  of  such  complaint,  and  whether  the  offi- 
cer removed  was  made  acquainted  with  the  com- 
plaint, confronted  with  hu  accuser,  or  allowed  to 
be  heard  in  bis  defence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN, 

JUtolved,  That  the  Commitlee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  granting  a  pension  to  Joha  Everty,  of 
Giles  eouniy,  Tennessee,  for  bis  Revolniionary 
services. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVERETT, 

Re$olt*d,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  be 
issiructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  fur- 
nishing lo  each  of  the  State  Legislatures  a  copy 
of  the  printed  documents  of  both  Houses — and  of 
the  Register  of  Debates,  and  of  all  other  pnblicih 
tions  made  by  order  of  either  Houie,  if  a  sufficient 
number  of  copies  remain  on  hand. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TILLINGHA8T, 

Retolvid.  That  the  Commitlee  on  Commerce  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  appropriating  a  sum 
of  money  for  clearing  out  the  ofaetioctions  to  navi- 
gation in  the  Providence  river,  at  and  near  Provi- 
dence, and  at  and  near  Pawincket,  both  or  either. 

On  mouon  of  Mr.  CRANSTON, 

Betolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting 
a  spindle  on  a  sunken  rock  near  the  centre  of  Nu- 
raganselt  bay,  on  Ihe  west  of  Providence  island. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENRY, 

Bttolnd,  That  the  Commitlee  on  Military  Affairs 
be,  and  are  hereby,  infracted  to  inquire  ioio  the 
exp  d  eney  of  enabUshing  a  national  armory  on 
the  Wet'tprn  water*  went  of.  the  Alleghany  monn- 
tains,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise,  as  may  be 
deemed  idpsi  expedient;  and  that  all  memorials  and 
papera  on  file  in  (he  Clerk'ci  office  in  relation  to  this 
subject,  be  placed  in  the  bands  of  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEADBBTTBR, 

Rtulmd,  That  the  papers  on  file  in  favor  of  the 
claims  of  ihe  heirs  of  Jacob  Thomas,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCLURB, 

Raohtd,  That  Ibe  Commitlee  on  Revolntionaijr 
Claims  be,  and  are  hereby  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  reporting  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  and  li.gal  repieientatives  of  Captain  John 
Smith,  deceased,  late  of  Cumberland  county,  Penn. 
wbosi?  petition  and  papers  were  mislaid  and  lost  by 
the  said  committee  at  a  former  session  of  Congress, 
afier  it  had  been  determined  to  report  in  favor  of 
his  claims  as  an  officer  of  the  army  of  the  Revo- 
lution. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Legislature  of  Illinois,  .remonstrating  against  the 
mode  and  price  of  disposing  of  the  public  land  ly- 
ing within  the  Stales  recently  admitted  into  the 
Union;  which  he  moved  should  be  referred  to  the 
Commiitee  on  Public  Lands,  with  the  following  in- 
strnctions: 

"To  report  a  bill  to  grant  prospective  pre-emp- 
tions lo  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  and  to  reduce 
the  price  to  settlers  according  to  the  value  of  said 
lands." 

The  motion  giving  rise  to  debate,  was,  under  the 
rule,  laid  over. 

REVENUE  LAWS. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  aflersome  explanatory  remarks' 
diowittg  luder  what  oireamstance  House  bUl  Sto.' 


100,  providiiig  for  the  more  faithful  ezeentiqn  of 
the  laws  relating  to  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports, had  been  lost  at  the  last  session  for  want  ef 
time,  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Commitie  on  Maau- 
faeinres. 

Mr.  PICKENS  objected  to  the  bill  being  (dm 
up  otherwise  than  in  its  regular  order  ott  the  en- 
lendar, 

Mr.  WISE  wished  to  ask  the  gentleman  firom 
Massachusetts  if  that  was  the  revenue  bill  intro- 
duced by  him  at  the  last  session,  and  on  which  the 
Senate  added,  by  way  of  amendment,  fonrtecn 
sections  imposing  a  new  taiiff. 

Mr.  ADAMS  explained  that  it  was;  but  bis  view 
in  moving  a  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Maaa- 
ftcttires  was  not  to  kave  them  report  the  whole  of 
Ibe  bill,  as  amended  t^  the  Senate,  but  the  bill  as 
it]  was  originally  reported  from  the  committee. 
So  far  as  he  was  concerned,  it  was  not  bis  wish 
thai  a  revtnns  bill  should  be  retried,  but  a  biU 
only  for  the  suppression  of  fraud.  Mr.  A.  then  al- 
Inded  to  a  meetiag  of  certain  merchants  in  New 
York  city  in  relation  lo  the  tariff,  with  a  view  of 
showing  in  what  manner  ihey  had  tauated  tbe 
House,  and  insinuated  how  members  of  the  House 
were  to  be  managed  with  "champagne  and  mo* 
ney."  Mr.  A.  said,  the  proceedings  of  the  meet- 
ing bad  been  reported  in  one  of  the  New  York  pa- 
pers, and  were  of  a  character  derogatory  to  the 
dignity  of  the  House.  Mr.  A.  asked  who  were 
these  New  York  merchants  who  thus  showed  their 
estimate  of  the  standing  ol  the  House?  He  believed 
there  was  not  a  native  of  New  York  among  them, 
but  that  tbey  were  of  the  class  of  foreigners  for 
whom  the  billof  last  session  was  intend«l  to  ap- 
ply. Toey  were  the  particnlar  allies  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  but  he,  Mr.  A.  did  not 
like  the  character  of  such  allies. 

Mr.  A.  then  :>  ubmitted  his  motion  of  referoioe 
to  Ihe  Commiitee  on  Manufactures. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  motion  could  be 
entertained  only  by  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  STANLY  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  motion  of  reference 
to  be  Submitted. 

Mr.  WISE,  before  he  voted,  wished  lo  have  a 
little  more  information  on  the  subject.  The  bill 
introduced  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
at  tbe  last  session  was  a  bill  to  prevent  frauds  oa 
the  revenue.  iLs  object  was  not  to  disturb  the  tariff 
question  or  interfere  with  tbe  compromise  bill.  It 
did  not  propose  the  itnpontion  of  a  new  tariff,  bat 
simply  to  enforce  the  lavs  on  lbs  existing  tariff. 
As  such,  the  bill  parsed  the  House,  and  although 
be  contidered  the  bill  arbitrary  in  many  of  its  pro- 
visions, he  yet  made  no  serious  opposition  to  it. 
It  went  to  the  Senate,  where,  onder  the  specious 
title  of  "a  bill  lo  prevent  frauds  on  the  revenue," 
a  number  of  additional  sections  were  addtd,  laying 
on  a  neitf  tiriff,  disturbing  the  compromise  act,  and 
impo.sing  on  certa'n  articles  on  additional  duty  of 
from  25  lo  50  per  cent.  That  bill,  with  Ihe  addi- 
tion of  fourteen  ticciions,had  never  patsed  the  House, 
bui  was  referred  to  a  oommitiee. 

Mr.  W.  then  vindicated  the  merebanti  of 
New  York  from  the  charge  alluded  to  by  Mr. 
Adims.  He,  loo,  saw  the  reported  proceedings  of 
the  meeting  of  merchanus  in  that  city;  but  he  would 
inform  the  gontiemiin  and  the  House  that  the  re- 
port was  nothing  but  a  caricature  of  the  proceed- 
ings, published  in  the  New  York  Herald.  He  was 
auihorixed  to  say  that  iheie  was  set  a  word  of  truth 
in  tbe  representalioBs  there  made,  and  it  was  with 
deep  regret  that  the  merchants  of  New  York  bad 
seen  the  "caricature"  of  their  proceedings  go  forth, 
representing  them'  as  using  such  langnace  in  rela- 
tion to  the  character  and  standing  of  the  Honee. 
As  one  instance  showing  bow  much  reliance  was 
to  be  placed  on  the  caricature  report  of  the  Herald, 
Mr.  W.  referred  to  it  as  saying  that  the  gentleman  ■ 
from  Massichusets  [Mr.  A.]  introduced  this  bill  at 
the  last  session  when  there  were  but  four  member* 
present.  The  whole  report  was  of  a  similar  cha- 
racter, entirely  false,  and  relating  words  which  had 
never  been  uttered  at  that  meeting.  Mr.  W.  re- 
ferred to  a  letter  received  from  one  of  the  meidiania' 
who  composed  the  meeting,  (Mr.  Jeffries)  explain- 
ing the  matte^  and  said  b*  was  snre  Ifaat  if  the 
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geaileman  from   Maswchaseits  had  seen  it,  be 
voald  n  t  hare  made  ihe  remarks  he  had. 

At  for  the  mtrctiants  of  New  York  being  the 
"allies'*  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  he, 
ftl.  W.  would  assert  that  the  South  stood  in  need 
of  DO  allies.  On  that  qaestion  the  SoQih  woold 
■and  alone  on  iis  own  strength,  and  by  that  means 
tbejr  woold  secure  more  firmly  the  faith  of  the 
eooBtry.  All  they  asked  was  that  the  tariff  qaes* 
tktt  aught  be  leA  where  it  was  in  1832;  bat  when 
it  ahonkl  be  disturbed,  let  the  qnestion  be  raised 
fajily^and  not  insidiously  included  in  a  bill  by  its 
title  purporting  to  be  only  a  bill  for  preventing 
frands  on  the  revenue.  The  present  bill,  with  the 
additional  sections  of  the  Senate, was  not  the  bill  of 
last  session.  Moreover,  he  believed  that  the  bill 
had  died  at  the  last  session,  and  that  in  orJer  to  re- 
Tive  the  snbject  again,  it  must  be  introduced  dt 


Mr.  MONROE  arose  amidst  much  eonfasion, 
and  expressed  a  desire  to  say  a  few  words  oa  the 
snbject.  After  stating  his  fear  of  ever  coming  in 
eoataet  with  ihe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Adams,]  he  observed  that  he  would  gladly, 
OB  all  occasioas,  leave  him  alone,  except  when  be 
said  any  thing  cilculated  to  injure  the  reputation  of 
the  high  minded  merchaais  of  New  York.  Mr. 
M.  then  proceeded  to  describe  the  character  of  (he 
meeting  held  in  that  city,  and  conrendjd  that 'ihe 
persons  who  attended  it  were  as  honorable  and  high 
ainded  as  the  geniUiran  himse.f.  The  report  of  the 
Herald,  falsifying  and  caricaturing  theproceeJIngi, 
bad  excited  feeUngs  of  the  deepest  morufi3»ti<in,  in 
proof  whereof  he  begged  leave  lo  have  read  by  the 
Clerk  a  letter  he  had  received  on  la<st  night  from 
Mr.  Jeffries,  one  of  the  sp«akers  of  that  meeting, 
and  whose  remarks  had  been  caricatured  by  t^ 
Herald. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  J.  was  accordingly  read  by  the 
Clerk,  denying  the  remarks  impu'ed  to  him  in  ihe 
Herald,  and  expresioghis  legrel  thai  it  halb.- 
eome  necessary  thus  to  correct  the  erroneous  imptes- 
sion  which  had  ecne  abroad. 

Mr.  COSHINQ  begged  leave  to  ask  whether  the 
writer  of  the  letter  was  an  American  citizen  or  a 
foreigner. 

Mr.  MOTTROE  was  inclined  to  the  belief  that 
the  writer  was  not  an  American  citizen,  but  a 
Scotchman,  who,  he  doubled  not,  was  one  of  the 
most  respectable  importing  merchants  in  New 
York. 

Afler  some  farther  deba'e  in  which  Messrs. 
PICKENS,  WISE,  STANLY,  ANDREWS, 
TILLINGHAST,  and  CUSHINQ,  pariicipaird, 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  STANLY 
to  suspend  the  rules  was  put,  and  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  as  follows: 

TEAS— Me>si3.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
derson, Andrews,  Atherton,  Baker,  Beatiy,  Board- 
man,  Bond,  Breckenridge,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Brock- 
way,  Burke,  Cdlhoan,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carr, 
Carroll,  Carter,  Casey,  Chinn,  Chittenden,  Claik, 
Clifford,  William  R.  Cooper,  Cranston,  Crocke;t, 
Cashing,  Dana,  Etward  Davies,  John  Davis,  John 
W.  Davh,  Qariet  Davis,  Dickerson,  Dellet,  Doe, 
Doig,  Earl,  Eas'.aran,  Edwards,  Everett,  Fillmore, 
Fletcher,  Floyd,-  Fi  rnance,  Galbrait-i,  Oentry, 
Oerry,  (Siddiiig^,  Granger,  William  S.  Hastings, 
John  RastingF,  Hawes,  Henry,  Hillen,  Hook, 
Hant,  Jackson,  James,  Jenifer,  Charles  Johnston, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Wm.  Cost  Jchnson,  Cave  John- 
ton,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kemp>ball, 
Joseph  Kille,  Lane,  Le^-i,  Leonard,  Lincoln, 
MeCarly,  McClure,  MtCulloch,  Mallory,  Mar 
diand,  Marvin,  Mi^on,  Mitcliell,  Monroe,  Mon- 
Unya,  Moore,  Morgin,  Samuel  W.  Morri.",  Mor- 
row, Naylor,  Newhard,  Ogli,  Osborne,  Palen,  Par- 
ntcnter,  Paynier,  Peck,  Pope,  Prentiss,  Randall, 
Randolph,  Bariden,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Ridgway, 
Rostell,  SaltoQStall,  Sbaw,Simoaion,  S.ade,  Albert 
Boitb,  John  Smiib,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Siark- 
jreather,  Stuart,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Francis 
Thomas,  TiUinghast,  Toland,  Tamey,  Underwood, 
Vanderpoei,  Davd  D.  Wagener,  Peter  J.  W?g- 
■er,  Watterson,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Thomas  W. 
William;,  Henry  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Jo- 
teph  U  Williams,  and  Winihrop— 131. 

WAYS — Messrs.  Alford,  Juison  Allen,  Banks, 
^einie,  Bl«ckwell,  Aaron  ?.  Brown,  Saopcon  U. 


Batler,  William  0.  Butler,  Coles,  Connor,  Maik 
A.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Craig,  Cross,  Cartis,  Dawson, 
Deberry,  Fisher,  Garland,  Ooggin,  Griffin,  Hill 
of  Va.  Hill  of  N.  C.  Hnbbard,  John  W.  Jones, 
Leadbelter,  McClellan,  McKay,  Miller,  Nisbet, 
Parrif,  P.ckens,  ProfHt,  Rayner,  Rives,  Sh^pard, 
Thomas  Smith,  Sumter,Taliaferro.  WaddyTbomp* 
son,  Jacob  Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  War- 
ren, John  White,  and  Wise — 45. 

So  there  being  two-thirds  Toting  in  the  affirma- 
tive, the  rales  were  suspended. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  submitted  his  motion  to  refer 
to  the  Committ«e  on  Manafactures. 

Mr.  WISE,  after  some  farther  remarks,  moved 
to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

The  questioii  being  first  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Adams  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Mannfacitires, 

Mr.  MORGAN  demanded  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded  by  the  House. 

The  main  question  on  the  motion  was  Ihrn  or- 
dered, and  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drews, Baker,  Boardman,  Bond,  Brewster,  Brig^s, 
Brockway,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carr,  Carroll, 
Casejr,  Chittenden.Clark.Cranf ton,  Cushiug,  B.  Da- 
vies,  John  Dari"',  Juhn  W.  Davis,  Oatrtt  Davis, 
Doe,  Duig,  Earl,  Edwards,  Everett,  Fillmore, 
Fletcher,  Fornance,  Galbraiih,  Gentry,  Gerry, 
Granger,  Hammond,  Hanil,  Wm.  S.  Hasticg.-!, 
J^.hn  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Hook,  Jackson, 
James,  Jenifer,  Charles  Johosion,  Wm.  Cos'  J  <bn- 
«on,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Kelm,  K>'^inble,  Krmpshail, 
KilU",  Line,  Lrer,  Leonard,  Liocn'n,  Mc.Carty, 
McCuiloch,  Mallory,  Marcband,  Marvin,  Mason, 
Medill,  Miichell,  Monroe,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samael 
W.  Morris,  Morrow,  Naylor,  Newhard,  Ogle, 
Ojborne,  Paleo,  Parmrnler,  Payn'er,  Peck,  Pi  pe, 
Randall,  Randolph,  Rariden,  Reed,  Rdgway, 
Edwaid  Rogers,  Ru<¥ell,  Saltonstall,  Simont"n, 
Slade,  AlbeitSmith,  John  Smith,  Truman  t^mith, 
Thomas  Saiiih,  Stanly,  Starkweather,  Smart, 
Swearingen,  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  John  B. 
Thompson,  TiUinghast,  Toland,  Triplelt,  Tram- 
bull,  Underwood,  David  D.  Wagener,  Peter  J. 
Wagner,  John  White,  Henry  William!,  Lewis 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  and  Wiatbrop — 
109. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alford,  Judson  Allen,  An- 
derson, Atherion,  Banks,  Beatly,Beirne,  Blackwell, 
Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  G  Brown,  Burke, 
Wm.  0.  Batler,  Clifford,  Coles,  Connor,  Marx  A. 
Cooper,  Win.  R.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Craig,  Cress, 
Dana,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dellet,  Doan,  Duncan, 
Eastman,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Garland,  Ooggin,  Hill 
of  North  Carolina,  Hubbard,  Jamnoo,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Lowell,  McClellan,  Mc- 
Clure, McKay,  Montanya,  Nisbet,  Pickeos,  Pren- 
tiss, Rayner,  Reynolds,  Rives,  Shaw,  Shepard, 
Strong,  Sumter,  Taliaferro,  Jacob  Thompson, 
Vanderpoei,  Warren,  Watterson,  Wick,  Jared  W. 
Willums,*nd  Wi?e— 60. 

So  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ma- 
nufactures- 
Mr.  WISE  inquired  whether  it  was  in  order  to 
instruct  the  committee  to  strike  out  all  afer[the  14th 
section  of  the  bill,  and  move  an  amendmeat 
thereto. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not. 

Mr.  WI3E  ihen  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

But  before  any  qnestion  was  taken  ihercon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  the  select 
committee,  appranted  daring  the  last  session,  on 
steamboat  disasters,  was  discharged,  and  amther 
on  the  »ame  snbject  ordered  to  be  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  ihe  communication 
from  the  Po  t  Office  Department,  in  respect  to  trans- 
portation of  the  mails,  &c  xrag  referred  io  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  of  BRIGQS, 

"nie  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Thobsday,  December  34, 1840. 
Mr.  MOOTON  presented  the  petition  of  the 
•branch  pilots  of  the  city  of  New  Orle;ns;  which 
was  -eff  rred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also  the  petition  of  Abner  Bradley;  which  was 
irfemd  to  t>M  Committee  on  Private  LMdClaima. 


Also  the  petition  of  Pierre  Dolet;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  Robert  Folion;  which  wa3  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  presented  thepetitiiin  ofJ.T. 
Nevias;  which  was  referred  to  the  Coaunittee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  petition 
of  James  Simpson's  heirs,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims,  and  the  petition 
of  James  Paxton,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY,  of  Ahibama,  lh<  me- 
morial and  resolations  of  ihe  Legislature  of  tiie 
State  of  Alabama  for  the  cession  to  that  State  of 
the  Muscle  Sltoals  Canal,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals;  Ihe  rC-solulions 
of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama  for  the  rtlinqui&h- 
meht  to  that  State  of  the  unappropriated  public 
lands  lying  within  her  limits,  was  reflrrred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Linds;  ihe  re.olatioos  of  the 
Lfgislature  of  Alabama  in  relation  to  the  claim  of 
that  Stale  for  advances  to  mil.iia  volunteers,  in  the 
wars  with  Fiorida  and  Creek  Indians,  was  referred 
to  the  (committee  on  Claims;  and  the  memorial  of 
citizens  of  Alabama  for  the  erection  of  lights  and 
light-houses.  Was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Cvmmerre. 

Mr.  CLAY,  in  pursuance  ef  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
amend  au  act  entitled  "An  act  to  grant  certain  rr- 
linqnlshed  and  unappropriated  lands  td  tbe  State 
of  Alabama,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  navi- 
g^iiiin  of  ibe  Tennesste,  Coosa,  Cahawba,  and 
Black  Warrior  rivers,"  approved  May  23,  1828, 
acd  the  several  acts  supplementary  and  amendato- 
ry theteto;  which  w«s  read  twiee,  and' referred  to 
the  Committ.'e  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  C.  also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  makitig 
additional  appropriations  for  completing  ih:  im-  - 
provement!  in  Mobile  harbor;    which   was  read 
twice  and  refeired  to  the  Committee  onComme:ce. 

Mr.  C.  also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  payment  of  certain  claims  of  theState  of 
Alabama;  wUeb  was  twice  read  and  refened  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  from  the  Cominlttte  on  Com- 
mrree,  to  which  wai  referred  the  bill  aothorizing 
the  President  to  cause  certain  surveys  lo  be  made, 
reported  the  fztnt  without  amendment. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fair.s,  reported  a  bill  for  the  rciief  of  Joha  C.  Rey- 
nolds; which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  John  Fritchett,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  was  referred  tbe  petitii  n  of  James 
Williams,  made  an  adverse  report  thereon,  and 
asked  to  be  discha^ed  from  its  further  considera- 
tion. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ALLEN,  the  petition  and  pa- 
pers of  E.  Shaler,  now  on  file,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  lefeired  the  petition  of  Garry  Hinans, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  conddera- 
tion,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commitiee  on 
ladan  Affairs;  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KING,  tbe  Committee  on 
Commerce  was  discharged  from  the  fnrther  consi- 
deration of  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Il- 
linois, praying  an  ex'ensioa  of  time  for  the  pay- 
ment of  duty  bonds,  and  it  was  referrsd  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALL,  the  Committe  on 
the  Judiciary  was  discharged  from  the  futber  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  George  Whitman. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe  Judi- 
ciary, reperted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Hawkins  and  Ralph  Haskin'^;  which  wu  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  th«  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  («• 
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gal  r8|>rc.<cn(Ativ(u  of  Tbumas  Cuoper,  deceased, 
reported  (he  same  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  samecommiitef,  to  which 
was  relerred  the  memorial  of  Francis  A.  Dickins, 
repotted  a  bill  to  provide  for  taking  evidence  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  and  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  in  certain  cases;  which  was  rea'1, 
and  ordere<1  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  RUQGLES,  from  the  Commiitce  on  Cora- 
merce,  rspjrled  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  belter  seen- 
rity  of  the  lives  and  passengers  on  bjard  of  vrsvels 
propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  lo  a  second  reaJing. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN,  in  pursuance  of  previons  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  Sirader;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Offie«  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  KINO,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  whicJi  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
U«al  representatives  of  Aaron  Vail,  deceased,  late 
consul  at  L'Orient,  reported  the  rame  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  aslied  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Richard  Higgin?,  jr.  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

Mr.  C.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Ocoixetown,  praying  for  a  recharter  of  the  Farm- 
ers and  Mechanics  Bank;  which  wax  referrtd  to  the 
Commideeon  theDisliict  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  MOUTON,  from  the  Commitiee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  de  Passau  of  Loui- 
siana^ 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Morgan  of  Loai- 


A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Morgan  of  Loai- 


A  bill  to  confirm  claim  to  lands  in  the  district  be- 
tween the  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers; 

A  bill  10  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  the  Oua- 
chita land  dUtrict,  in  the  S;ate  of  Lonisiana. 

A  bill  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  Loui- 
siana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  Baptisie  Granger; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Madame  Ue 
Loiser,  and  their  legal  representatives; 

A,  bill  for  the  relief  of  Juan  Belgar; 

A  bill  lor  the  relief  of  the  legal  heirs  and  repre- 
sentatives of  William  Conway; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pieire  Babin; 

A  bill  to  ccnfirm  certain  land  claims  in  the 
Greenburg  Land  District,  Siaie  of  Louisiana; 

A  biU  for  the  relief  of  John  Compton,  assignee 
of  Ganignes  Flaojac; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  Baptist  Comean; 

A  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  John  Baptiste 
Lecompte  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Louisiana;  and 

A  bill  (or  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Tbercse  Malette,  widow  of  Gaspard  Phiolc, 
reported  ihe'same  widioui  amendment. 
BILLS  PASSED. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Hannah  Leighton; 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act  enlitled  "An  act  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  punishraenl  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
pose*; and 

A  bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  any  foreign 
copper,  goW,  livcr,  or  other  coin,  and  to  prevent 
the  bringing  into  the  United  States,  or  uttering  any 
counterfeit  foreign  copper,  gold,  silver,  or  other 
coin;  were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

A  bill  (or  the  relief  of  sundty  citizens  of  Arkan- 
sas, who  lost  iheir  improvements  in  coni^qnence  of 
a  Ueaty  between  the  United  Sutes  and  the  Choc- 
taw Indians,  coming  up  on  its  third  ie.iding, 

Mr.  PHELPS  made  some  inquiries  as  to  the 
purport  of  the  bill,  and  the  legality  of  the  tide  of 
the  settlers  to  the  land  in  question. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  he  was  sorry  his  friend  from 
Vermont  objected  to  the  pasMige  of  this  log  cabin 
bill — a  bill  which  had  passed  tfeis  Hou.^e  or  the 
other  branch  of  Congress  almost  yearly  for  the  last 
thirteen  years,  but  it  so  happened  that  it  never  had 
paard  both  Houses  in  the  one  year.  When  be 
bad  the  honor  of  a  j-eatin  the  other  branch  of  Con- 
gress, this   bill  had  parsed  without  a  disseniin 


voice,  but  had  not  been  acted  on  in  the  Senate:  and 
for  several  years  p,tst  it  bad  b:en  presented  in  the 
Senate,  received  its  favorable  consideration,  was 
passed  and  sent  to  the  House,  but  failed  in  being 
acted  on  in  that  body.  As  (be  Senator,  however, 
desired  information,  he  would  endeavor  to  af- 
ford it;  though  necessarily  he  would  have  lo 
fo  back  for  a  space  of  thirteen  or  fourteen 
years  for  tltat  purpose.  When  Arkaniias  was  a 
Territory,  it  was  deemed  exptdient  by  those  who 
then  had  the  c;.>n'rol  of  the  Government  of  this  na- 
tion, to  lop  off  a  large  porlicn  of  the  most  fertile  of 
her  soil — five  of  h?r  best  counties  were  severed 
from  her  by  force,  to  give  them  to  the  Cherokee, 
for  the  purposeof  carrying  out  the  policy  of  this 
Government  in  relation  to  the  Indians.  Thay  took 
by  violent  hands  the  improvements  of  the  seitlerr — 
they  took  private  property  ana  applied  it  to  a  pub- 
lic purpose,  and  had  made  no  remuneration  there- 
for, and  every  year  since  that  period  had  these 
claims  bten  presented  here,  and  we  were  a<^ked  to 
pay  back  to  the  .settlers  an  rquivalent  for  the 
property  they  had  keen  unjustly  deprived  of.  He 
repeated  that  these  outrages  had  been  perpetrated 
with  a  view  to  carry  out  the  Indian  pnlicy  of  the  Gr- 
vernment,  and  Congress  had  recognised  their  jus- 
tice again  and  again.  He  said  they  had  heard 
much  in  that  chamber  of  the  excitement  respect- 
ing the  Northeastern  boundary,  and  the  question 
of  jurisdiction  over  the  valley  ^of  the  Aroos(ook 
and  the  pine  hilh  of  Maine:  why,  sir,  Arkansas, 
by  the  transactions  to  which  he  alluded,  had  been 
despoiled  of  territ<.ry  of  more  value  than  the  whole 
S'ate  of  Maine — a  fertile  bt  It  of  country  40  miles 
wide  and  330  long,  had  been  forcibly  taken  from 
her,  and  this  to  prevent  difficulties  with  the  Indians. 
The  settlers  had  been  pludered  of  their  improve- 
ments, and  they  were  called  upon  to  make 
some  compensation  for  them.  Many  of  the 
settlers  has  resisted  the  villanous  attempt  to 
deprive  them  of  their  property  without  an 
equivalent,  and  to  these  had  been  granted  320 
acres  of  land.  Those  who  bad  quietly  submitted 
to  the  Government  had  received  nothing;  and  it 
was  for  their  relief  that  this  bill  provided.  It  gave 
them  but  160  acres  of  land,  whereas  the  former 
class  received  330;  sd  that  the  naked  que.'^tinn  was, 
will  you  give  to  those  who  obeyed  and  submitted  to 
yottr  laws,  the  one-half  of  (ha(  which  you  gave  lo 
those  who  resisted  them — nobly  and  successfully 
resisted  them.  He  trusted  they  would  pass  the 
bill:  it  was  but  a  scanty  measure  of  justice,  which 
bad  bten  lone  deferred 

Mr.  PHELPS  said  the  Senator  had  not  an- 
swered his  inquiry.  He  was  not  doubting  the  po- 
licy or  the  propriety  of  indemnifying  the  owners  of 
proper(y  that  was  taken  for  the  public  use,  but  he 
wished  to  know  what  right  those  settlers  had  to  the 
property  taken  for  ihe  public  use. 

Mr.'SEVIER  explained. 

Mr.  PHELPS  was  aware  they  were  settlers 
wi'hin  the  boundary  of  Arkansas,  but  he  wished 
to  learn  what  title  they  had  to  the  land  on  which 
their  improvements  were  located?  If  they  had  a 
right  to  it,  it  was  destroyed  by  the  act  of  Govern- 
ment, and  ihey  were  entitled  lo  compenf^atioo;  bnt 
if  they  had  taken  pos.-ession  and  introduced  im- 
provements without  title,  he  then  said  th:y  had 
no  claim,  more  than  a  mere  preemption  right. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  as  this  was  a  dnbject  with 
which,  from  his  long  connection  wi'h  this  body,  he 
hiid  some  acqaaintance,  and  as  rome  honorable 
Senators  appeared  not  to  be  familiar  wiih  i>,  he 
bejged  leave  to  say  a  few  words.  lie  woald  be- 
gin at  the  beginning.  About  .sixteen  or  eighletn 
years  aso,  when  Mr.  Conway  was  Ihe  delegate 
from  Aikansas,  though  it  was  immaterial  who  ihe 
delegate  might  be.  Congress  defined  the  bounda- 
ries of  what  that  S  ate  nas  to  be,  separating 
what  was  intended  to  constitute  the  Stale  of 
Aikansa':,  from  lh<»  vast  wilderness  that  was 
l>eyi>r.d  it;  it  was  marked  out  wiiii  a  special 
reference  to  the  future  size  of  the  Slate,  to 
make  it  correspond  with  other  States,  and  aUo 
fi>r  the  purpose  of  ioclnding  the  grrat  salt  .spriiigs 
which  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Cberokees 
of  thff  West,  and  on  the  boundary  line  of  the  State 
of  Arkansas.  The  act,  then,  was  passed,  ihr  boun- 
dary of  the  Territory  was  defined,  and  under  ihc 


administration  of  the  second  Mr.  Adams,  a  treaty 
was  made  with  the  Cherokee-s,  by  which  this  act 
was  repealed,  by  which  an  act  of  Congress  wm 
bowed  down,  and  bowed  down  by  the  treaty  mak- 
ing potter!  Tnis  extension  of  the  treaty  mak- 
ing power  was  an  outrage  on  the  Conslitntion  of  the 
country;  it  was  an  outrage  on  a  law  of  Congress,  and 
it  was  an  outrage  on  the  people  of  Arkansas.  He 
(Mr.  Beston)  was  ihen  on  ihe  Commitiee  of  In- 
dian Affairs — he  was  the  Chairman  of  that  Com- 
mittee— and  he  fought  that  treaty  on  every  gronnd 
— on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  violation  of  the  trea- 
ty-making power — on  the  ground  that  it  was  ander- 
taking  to  repeal  an  act  of  Congress — and  on  the 
gronnd  that  an  agent  of  the  Secretary  of  War  was 
acting  with  the  Indians  in  overturning  the  rights  of 
-the  people  of  that  country — that  it  was  doing  a  thing 
that  was  new  to  the  treaty-making  power — that 
it  was  extending  thi>t  power — and  that  it  was  an 
outrage  on  the  settlers  in  Arkansas,  and  the  doing 
them  an  essential  wrong;  and  on  one  other  gronni, 
that  on  this  subject  Congress  had  already  passed.  He 
(Mr.  Benton)  was  ihen  in  the  minority  and  in  the 
opposition,  as  he  might  be  again,  and  be  was  borne 
down,  and  Ihe  Constitution  of  the  country  was 
borne  down,  and  the  interests  of  Arkansas  were 
borne  down;  that  outrage  on  Ibe  country,  as  well 
as  on  the  legislation  of  Congress,  was  perpetrated. 
He  fought  it  long,  bat  he  was  borne  down;  and 
the  boundaries  of  Arkansas  were  contracted  forty 
miles  for  three  hundred  miles  in  length.  That 
outrage  was  perpetrated  on  a  defenceless  Territory, 
but  it  was  perpetrated  on  an  organized  Govern- 
ment, and  it  was  done  by  men  who  sat  on  the  same 
chairs  as  those  who  made  the  treaty,  and  who  were 
seiuible  of  the  outrage  they  committed  on  the  peo- 
ple who  were  left  forty  miles  outside  the  Ter- 
ritory. Bnt  contemporaneously  with  this  trea- 
ty, an  set  was  passed  to  give  \o  these  settlers  donble 
the  u.'ual  pre-?mplion  right,  and  not  merely  as  a 
pre-emption,  but  as  a  compensation  for  the  outraga 
committed  upon  them,  and  for  what  they  had  lost, 
and  as  an  indocemeni  to  them  to  break  up  their 
homes  and  renaove  forty  miles  from  ih»  Indians,  lo 
save  a  war.  They  were  then  offered  330  actes  of 
land  instead  of  160;  and  now,  after  a  lapse  of  fif- 
teen or  sixteen  years,  were  ihey  to  have  bnt  half  of 
that  which  those  who  did  the  wrong  a<:signed 
to  them?  He  was  for  the  bill  as  it  was  introduced; 
and  he  rhould  give.it  his  support. 

Aner  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  PRESTON,  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

TAX  ON  BANK  NOTES. 

Mr.  BENTON  brought  forward  his  promised 
icolion  for  leave  lo  bring  in  a  bill  to  tax  the  circu- 
lation of  banks  and  bankers,  and  of  all  l^orpora- 
tions,  companies  or  individuals  which  issoed  paper 
currency.  He  said  nothing  was  more  reasonable 
than  to  require  the  moneyed  inieiest  which  was 
employed  in  banking,  and  especially  in  that  branch 
of  banking  which  was  dedicated  to  Ihe  profitable 
bnsiness  of  converUng  lampblack  and  rags  in(e 
money,  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  was  a  large  interest,  very  able,  and  very 
proper,  to  pay  taxes,  and  which  paid  nothing.  It 
was  an  interest  which  possessed  many  privileges 
over  the  rest  of  the  ermmunily  by  law;  which 
usurped  many  others  which  the  laws  did  not  grant; 
whiiih,  in  fact,  ret  the  laws  and  the  Government  at 
defiance  whenever  it  pleased;  and  which,  in  addi- 
tion lo  all  the-e  ptivileges  and  advantages,  was  en- 
tirely exempt  from  Federal  taxation.  While  the 
producing  and  laboring  clai'Ses  were  all  taxed; 
while  these  meri'orious  classes,  with  their  small  in- 
come.", were  taxed  in  their  comforts  and  nxe-sa- 
ries — in  their  salt,  iron,  sugar,  blankets,  hats,  coals 
and  shoes,  and  so  many  other  articles — Ihe  bank- 
ing interest,  which  dealt  in  hundreds  of  millions, 
which  manufactured  and  monopolized  money, 
which  put  up  and  put  down  prices,  and  held  the 
whole  country  subject  to  its  power,  and  tributary  lo 
its  wealth,  paid  nothing.  This  wa?  wrong  in  itself, 
•nd  unjust  to  the  rest  of  the  commimitv-  It  <vas 
an  error  or  mistske  in  Gi'vernment  «  hich  hi-  hid 
long  intended  In  Lring  to  Ihe  noiic'>  of  ihc  Sinate 
and  the  country;  and  he  judged  the  present  con- 
janc(nre  to  b«  !i  prop'-r  limp  for  k'ci  g  i'.  Revenue 
is  wanteik  A  general  revision  oF  the  tariff  is 
aboat  lo  lake  place.    An  sitjustmeat  of  the  rsxea 
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fcrakwgperiod  istbonttobe  Bade.  Thteistb« 
ttaw  to  briof  forward  the  banking  intcKst  to  bear 
iMrahai-e  of  ■Out  public  burden*,  aad  Ihe  more  so 
as  ihcy  am  new  in  lb«  fact  of  proring  ihemseWes 
10  be  a  great  burthen  on  the  public,  and  the  pqbljc 
Bind  is  beginniDg  to  consider  whether  there  is  any 
way  to  make  than  amenable  to  law  and  govern- 
■MnL 

In  other  eonnties,  Mr.  6.  said,  the  banking  inte- 
rest was  subject  to  taxation.  He  knew  of  no 
cbnntty  in  which  banking  was  tolerated,  except 
our  own,  in  which  it  was  not  taxed.  Id  Great 
Bfiiaitt— that  coantry  from  which  we  borrow  the 
banking  system — the  banking  interest  pays  its  fair 
and  full  proportion  of  the  pnblie  taits:  it  pays  at 
present  near  four  millions  of  dollars.  It  paid  in 
1836  the  sum  of  f3,725,400:  in  1837  it  paid 
13,594,300.  These  were  the  last  years  for  which 
be  bad  seen  the  details  of  the  British  taxation,  and 
the  anwnnts  he  had  stated  comprehrnded  the  bank 
tax  upon  the  whole  United  Kingdom:  upon  Scot* 
land  and  Irelaitd,  as  well  as  npon  England  and 
Wales.  It  was  a  handsome  item  in  the  budget  of 
British  taxation,  and  was  levied  on  two  branches 
of  the  banking  business:  on  the  circulation,  and  on 
biHs  of  exchange.  In  the  bill  which  he  intended  to 
bring  forward,  the  circulation  alone  was  proposed 
to  be  taxed;  andj  in  that  respect,  the  paper  system 
would  still  remain  more  favored  here  than  it  was 
in  Great  Britain. 

In  our  own  country,  Mr.  B.  said,  the  banking  in- 
tsrest  had  formerly  been  taxed,  and  that  in  all  its 
branches:  in  its  circulation,  its  discoants,  and  its 
bills  of  exchange.  This  was  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain;  and  though  the  banking  busi- 
ness was  then  small  compared  to  what  it  is  now, 
yet  the  product  of  the  tax  was  consirlerable,  and 
well  worth  the  gathering:  it  was  about  f  560,000  per 
aannm.  At  the  end  of.  the  war  this  tax  was  abo- 
lished;  while  mon  of  the  war  taxes,  laid  at  the 
same  time,  for  the  same  purpose,  and  for  the  same 
period,  were  continued  in  force:  among  them  the 
lax  on  salt,  and  other  necesfaries  of  life.  By  a 
pervetsion  of  every  principle  of  righteous  taxation, 
the  tax  on  banks  was  abolished,  and  that  on  salt 
was  continued.  This  baa  remained  the  case  for 
twenty-fire  years,  and  it  is  time  to  reverse  the  pro- 
ceeding. .It  is  time  to  make  the  bankf  pay,  and  to 
lei  salt  go  free. 

Mr.  B.  next  stated  the  manner  of  levying  the 
bank  tax  at  present  in  Great  Britain,  which  he  said 
was  done  with  great  facility  and  simplicity.  It 
was  a  levy  of  a  fixed  sum  on  the  average  circula- 
tion of  the  year,  which  the  bank  was  reqoired  to 
give  in  for  taxation  like  any  other  property,  and 
the  amount  collected  by  a  distress  warrant  if  not 
paid  This  simple  and  obvious  method  of  making 
the  levy,  had  been  adopted  in  1815,  and  had  been 
fbllowed  ever  since.  Before  that  time  it  was  effeelej 
thioaghthe  instrnmenta  iry  ofa  stamp  duty;  a  stamp 
being  required  for  each  note,  but  with  the  privilege 
of  compounding  for  a  g ros«  sum.  la  1815  the  op- 
tion of  compounding  was  dropped:  a  gross  amount 
was  fixed  by  law  as  the  taxuponevery  million  of  the 
eircalation;  and  this  ehanxe  in  the  mode  of  collec- 
tion has  operated  so  beneficially  that,  though  tem- 
porary at  first,  it  has  been  made  p'^rmanent.  The 
amount  fixed  wbs  at  the  rate  of  ^3,500  for  every 
million.  This  was  for  the  circulation  only:  a  sepa- 
rate, and  much  heavier  tax  was  laid  upon  bills  of 
exchange,  to  be  collected  by  a  stamp  duty  without 
tfce  privilege  of  eomposit-on. 

Mr.  B.  here  read,  from  a  recent  hirtory  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  a  brief  account  of  the  taxation 
of  the  eirenlation  of  that  institution  for  the  last 
fifty  years— from  1790  to  the  present  time.  It  was 
at  that  time  that  her  eirenlation  begun  to  be  taxed, 
because  at  that  time  only  did  ihe  begin  to  have  a 
circnialioh  which  displaced  the  specie  of  the  coun- 
try. She  then  began  to  issue  notes  under  ten 
pounds,  havmg  been  first  chartsred  with  the  privi. 
lege  of  issuing  none  less  than  one  hundred  pounds. 
It  was  a  century— from  1694  to  1790— before  she 
got  down  to  £5.  and  afterwards  to  £2,  and  to  £1, 
and  from  that  time  the  specie  basis  was  displaced, 
the  corrency  convnl>ed,  and  the  banks  suspending 
and  breaking.  The  Government  indemnified  itself, 
in  a  small  degree,  for  the  mischiefs  of  the  pestiferous 
corrency  which  it  had  anihorized;  and  the  extract 


which  be  was  about  to  read  was  the  history  of  the 
taxation  on  the  Bank  of  England  notes  which,  com- 
mencing at  the  small  composition  of  ^12  000  per 
annum,  now  amounts  to  a  large  proportion  of  the 
near  four  millions  of  dollars  which  the  paper  system 
pays  annually  to  the  British  Treasury.    He  read: 

''The  Bank,  till  lately,  has  always  been  partien- 
larif  favored  in  the  eomp>sition  which  they  paid 
for  stamp  duties.  In  1791,  they  paid  a  composi- 
tion of  ^12,000  per  annum,  in  lieu  of  all  stamps, 
either  on  bill  or  notes.  In  1799,  on  an  increase 
ot  the  stamp  duty,  their  composition  was  advanced 
to  ^0,000,  and  an  addition  of  ^4,000  for  notes 
issued  under  £5,  raised  the  whole  to  ^24,000;  In 
1804,  an  addition  of  not  less  than  50  per  cent' was 
made  to  the  stamp  duty;  but.  althongh  the  Bank 
circulation  of  notes  under  £S  had  increased  from 
one  and  a  half  to  four  and  a  half  millions,  the 
whole  composition  was' only  raised  from  ^4,000 
to  ^32,000.  In  1808,  there  was  a  further  increase 
of  33  per  cent,  to  the  stamp  duty,  at  which  time 
the  composition  was  raised  from  ^32,000  to 
^42,000. 

"In  both  these  iitstane^,  the  increase  was  not  in 
proportion  even  to  the  increase  of  duty;  and  no 
allowance  whatever  was  made  for  the  increase  in 
the  amount  of  the  Bank  circulation. 

"It  was  not  till  the  session  of  1815,  on  a  further 
increase  of  the  stamp  duty,  that  the  new  principle 
was  established,  and  the  Bank  compelled  to  pay  a 
composition  in  some  proportion  to  the  amount  of 
their  circulation.  The  composition  is  now  fixed  as 
fellow.^:  Upon  the  average  circulation  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  the  Bank  is  to  pay  at  the  rate  of 
^,500  per  million,  on  their  aggrrgate  circulation, 
without  reference  to  the  different  classes  and  value 
of  their  notes.  The  establishment  of  this  princi- 
ple, it  is  calculated,  caused  a  saving  to  the  public, 
in  the  years  1815  and  1816,  of  ^70,000.  By  the 
n«glect  of  this  principle,  which  ought  to  have  been 
adopted  in  1799,  Mr.  Ricardo  estimated  the  public 
to  have  been  lo$en,  and  the  Bank  consequently 
gailun,  of  noless  a  sum  than  ha{fa  iniUttn.'? 

Mr.  B.  remarked  briefly  npon  the  >qajiy  ot  this 
lax,  the  simplicity  of  its  >levy  since  1815,  ai:d  its 
large  product.  He  deemed  it  the  proper  model  to 
be  followed  in  the  United  Stale.«,  unless  we  should 
go  on  the  prii>ciple  of  copying  all  that  was  evil, 
and  rejecting  all  that  was  good  in  the  British  paper 
system.  We  borrowed  the  banking  system  from 
the  English,  With  all  its  foreign  vices,  and  then 
added  others  of  our  own  to  it.  England  has  sup- 
pressed the  pestilence  of  note;  under  <£5  (near  (25;) 
we  retain  small  notes  down  to  a  dollar,  and  thence 
to  the  fractional  parts  of  a  dollar.  She  has  taxrd 
all  notes;  and  those  under  £i  she  taxed  hi>  best 
while  she  had  them;  we,  on  the  contrary,'  lax  none. 
The  additional  tax  of  ^4,000  on  the  notes  under 
£5  Kt'.ei  on  the  fair  principle  of  taxing  highest 
that  vhich  was  most  profitable  to  the  owner,  and 
most  injurious  to  the  country.  The  small  notes 
fell  within  that  category,  and  therefore  paid  highest. 

Having  thus  shown  that  bank  clrcnlaticn  was 
now  taxed  in  Great  Britain,  and  had  been  for  fifty 
years,  he  proceeded  to  show  that  it  had  also  been 
taxed  in  the  Uiuted  Stales.  This  was  in  the  year 
1813.  In  the  'month  of  August  of  that  year,  a 
stamp-act  was  passed,  applicable  to  banks  and  to 
bankers,  and  taxing  them  in  the  three  great  branches 
ef  their  business,  to  wit:  th'?  circulation,  the  dis- 
counts, and  the  bills  of  exchange.  On  the  circula- 
tion, the  tax  commenerd  at  one  cent  on  a  one  dol- 
lar note,  and  rose  gradually  to  fifty  dollars  on  notes 
exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  with  the  privilege 
of  compounding  for  a  gross  sum  in  lieu  of  the 
duty.  On  the  discounts,  4he  tax  began  at  five  cents 
on  notes  discounted  for  one  hundred  dollars,  and 
rose  gradually  to'  five  dollars,  on  notes  of  eight 
thousand  dollars  and  upwards.  Oa  bills  of  ex- 
change, it  began  at  five  cents  on  bills  of  firty  dol- 
lars, and  rose  to  five  dollars  oa  those  of  tight  thou- 
sand do  lars  and  upwards. 

Such  was  the  tax,  continued  Mr.  B.  which  the 
moneyed  interest,  employed  in  banking,  was  re- 
quired to  pay  in  1813,  and  which  it  continued  to 
pay  until  1817.  In  that  year  the  banks  were  re. 
leased  from  taxation,  while  taxes  were  continued 
opon  all  the  comforts  and  necessaties  of  life. 
Taxes  are  now  continued  upon  articles  of  prime 


necessity- nponsalt  even— and  the  question  will 
now  go  before  the  Senate  and  country,  whether  the 
banking  interest,  which  has  now  grown  ao  rich  and 
powerful—which  monopolizes  £e  money  of  the 
country— beards  the  Government— makes  diitrem 
or  prosperity  when  it  pleases— the  question  is  now 
come  whether  this  interest  shall  continue  to  be  ex- 
empt from  tax,  while  every  thing  else  has  to  pay. 

Mr.  B.  said  ha  did  not  know  how  the  banking 
interest  of  the  present  day  would  relish  a  proposi- 
tion to  make  them  contribute  to  the  soppon  of  the 
Government.  He  did  not  know  how  they  woaU 
take  it;  but  he  did  know  how  a  banker  of  the  oM 
school — one  who  paid  on  sight,  according  to  his 
promise,  and  never  btoke  a  promise  to  the  holder 
of  his  notes— he  did  -know  how  «uek  a  banker 
viewed  the  act  of  1813;  and  he  would  exhibit  his 
behaviour  to  the  Senatr;  he  spoke  of  the  late 
Stephen  Gioird  of  Pbiladelphia;  and  he  would 
let  him  speak  for  himself  by  reading  some  passages 
from  a  petition  which  he  presented  to  Cengre&t  the 
year  after  the  tax  on  bank  notes  was  laid. 

Mr.  B.  read: 

"That  yonr  memorialist  has  established  a  baak 
id  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  upon  the  foundation  of 
his  own  individnal  fortune  and  credit,  and  for  his 
own  exclusive  emolument,  and  that  he  is  WilUng 
most  cheerfully  to  coatribute,  in  common  with  bia 
fellow-citisens  throughout  the  United  States,  a  Aill 
proportion  of  the  taxes  which  have  been  impoied 
for  the  support  of  the  National  Government,  ac- 
cording to  the  profits  of  his  ooenpation  and  the  va- 
lue of  his  estate;  but  a  construction  has  been  given 
to  the  a«ts  of  Congress  laying  duties  on  notes  of 
banks,  &o.  from  which  great  dificaltiea  have  oc- 
curred, and  great  inequalities  daily  produced  to  the 
disadvantage  of  his  bank,  that  were  not,  it  is  confi- 
dently believed,  within  the  contemplation  of  the 
Legislature." 

•  •  •  •  • 

That  it  has  been  offl:ially  declared,  however, 
bat  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  does 
not  authorize  a  composition  with  an'  individual 
banker,  because  it  speaks  only  oi  ftantt  and  eetiip*. 
ttiet,  (not  of  banker  and  bankers,)  and  because  it 
-speaks  only  of  dividends  (not  of  profits)  made  to 
the  8'ochholders,  and  that  heoce  an  individnal 
banker,  acting  npon  a  capital  of  one  million  of  dol- 
lars, and  issuing  bank  notes  to  the  amount  of  one 
million  of  dollars,  ii  subjected  to  the  pronipt  pay- 
ment ofa  duty  amoantiUj;  to  ten  ibonsand  dollars', 
white  an  incorporated  bank,  or  even  a  company  of 
two  or  three  bankers,  acting  npon  the  same  amount 
of  capital,  and  issuing  the  same  amount  of  bank 
notes,  will  only  be  liable,  periodically,  to  the  payment 
ofa  duty  amonniing  to  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars,  npon  the  cusiomaiy  annual  dividend  of  ten 
pjrcent." 

•  •  •  •  • 

"And  yonr  memorialist  having  snbmitted  these 
considerations  to  the' wisdom  of  Congress,  respect- 
fully prays,  that  the  act  of  Congress  may  be  so 
amended  as  to  permit  the  Secretary  of  thefmsury 
to  enter  into  a  composition  for  the  stamp  daty,  in 
the  case  of  private  bankers,  as  well  as  in  the  case 
of  corporations  and  companies,  or  sii  at  to  render 
the  duly  eqnal  in  its  operatioiu  upon  every  denoit^- 
nation  of  bankers.'" 

Mr.  B.  had  read  these  passages  from  Mr.  GK- 
rardM  petition  to  Congress  in  1814,  Jinl,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  tke  readiness  with  which  a 
banker  of  the  old  school  paid  the  taxes  which  the 
Government  imposed  upon  his  business;  and,  uaet, 
to  show  the  veiy  considerable  amount  of  that  tax 
which  on  the  circulation  alone  amounted  to  ten 
thousand  dollars  on  the  million.  All  this,  with  the 
additional  lax  on  the  disconnis,  and  on  the  bills  of 
exchange,  .Mr.  Girard  was  entirely  willing  to  pay, 
provided  all  paid  alike.  All  he  asked  was  equality 
of  taxation,  and  that  he  might  hare  the  benefit  of 
the  same  composition  whi<^  was  allowed  to  incor- 
porated banks.  This  was  a  reasonable  request, 
and  was  immediately  granted  by  Congress. 

Mr.  B.  having  vindicated  his  bill  on  British  and 
American  precedent,  as  well  on  reason  and  pricci- 
pie,  went  on  to  state  i>s  details,  and  to  show  the 
probable  amount  of  tbe  tax  it  would  produce.  He 
stated  that  he  proposed  a  lax  of  One  per  centum  per 
annum  on  the  notes  of  twenty  dollars  and  upwatd^j 
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of  tiro  per  cant,  on  the  notrs  of  fire  dollars,  and  ad- 
der tweniy;  and  four  per  cent,  on  the  ootcs  under 
fire  dollar*.  This  be  beld  lo  be  a  more  uoderaie 
tax  than  ibat  imposed  upon  ibs  banking  iotrresl  by 
the  act  of  1813,  f.'r  wbiU  it  taxed  the  circulaiioD  a 
little  higber  than  was  done  by  that  «ci,  yet  it  taxed 
nothing  bat  the  eirenlation.  The  discounts  and 
the  bill«  of  exchange  were  not  incladrd.  He  jasii- 
fiedthe  higher  tax  placed  en  the  small  bills  for  the 
same  rea«on  which  occasioned  them  to  be  more 
highly  taxed  in  Qreai  Britain  when  notes  under  £S 
were  tolerated  there,  to  wit:  because  those  small 
notes  were  more  profitable  to  the  mikers  than  the 
Urge  oneii,  and  therefore  could  afford  to  pay  higher, 
and  wer<  more  injorions  to  tbe  country,  and  there- 
fore  ought  to  pay  higher. 

To  collect  this  tax,  Mr.  B.  said  that  his  bill  fol- 
lowed the  plan  that  bad  prevailed  in  England  since 
the  year  1815,  that  i<,  to  rr  quire  tfce  banks,  and 
other  corporations,  and  the  indiridnalf  and  com- 
panies which  issued  paper  money,  to  gire  in  to  the 
clerk  of  the  Uaited  States  district  court  ihe  average 
of  Ihe  circulation  for  the  first  three  quarters  of  the 
year,  and  an  estimate  of  the  fourth  quarter;  upon 
whidi  the  marshal  of  the  district  should  make  ihe 
collection,  under  the  iB.straciions  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasaiy.  He  held  this  to  be  a  cbeip,  effi- 
cient, and  simple  method  of  collecting  the  tax.  It 
avoided  all  the  objections  which  applied  to  a  stamp 
dnty;  objections  so  great  that,  both  in  England 
and  America,  while  the  stamp  duty  was  nominally 
imptised,  a  composition  so  moderate  was  permitted 
that  the  duty  was  always  compounded  for  a  grow 
■nm. 

The  product  of  the  ux  was  the  point  to  which 
Mr.  B.  next  adverted.  He  said  (he  product  would 
be  oonsiderable,  and  well  worth  the  collection.  On 
the  present  circulation  of  about  one  hundred  mil- 
lions, of  which  more  than  half  might  be  assumed 
tn  be  under  twenty  dollars,  and  therefore  paying 
the  fa  gher  tax,  the  product  would  not  be  less  than 
a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars.  But  the  paper  sys- 
tem is  now  in  a  state  of  depression:  it  has  been 
vastly  contnctcd  within  a  year  past  to  make  "dit- 
trm"  for  the  eleeUon  of  1840,  and  will  soon  swell 
out  again  to  make  plunder  for  speculators.  In 
1837,  the  circulation  was  one  hundred  and  forty 
millions;  it  will  doubtless  expand  to  that  amount 
again  in  tbe  coarse  of  the  year;  it  is  time  for  the 
n«w  expansion  to  begin;  and  when  the  Conititu- 
tional  Treasury  is  abolished,  and  all  check  over  the 
issue  of  bank  paper  removed,  the  cirea'ation  will 
probably  amount  to  two  hnDdij;il  miliion<!nf  dol- 
lars. The  product  of  the  bank  tax  nould  iben  be 
nboat  three  millions  of  dollars;  a  respectable  sum 
in  itself,  very  near'y  equal  to  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  sufficient  to  admit  the  suppression  of 
taxes  on  many  articles  of  comfort  and  neeesiity. 

Having  made  this  expo;iiton  of  bis  bill  as  a  re- 
venue measure — as  a  measure  purely  and  simply 
intended  to  raise  revenue  from  the  moneyed  inte- 
rest employed  in  banking,  Mr.  B.  said  there  was 
an  additional  feature  in  the  bill  which  he  bad  not 
yet  mentioned,  and  which  he  shauld  now  ptoceod 
lo  develope.  It  was  in  an  annual  progressive  in- 
crease of  the  tax  on  small  notes — ihose  under  tbe 
size  of  twenty  dollars — wliich  he  had  inserted  in 
the  bill;  and  tbe  motive  for  which  increase  he 
would  now  state.  The  bill,  as  already  explained 
to  the  Senate,  proposeR  a  higher  tax  on  the  small 
notes  than  on  the  large  oae.-^.  This  was  done  on 
tbe  fair  revenue  principle  before  slated,  and  which 
was  acted  npon  in  E'lglaod  when  tfce  circulation  of 
small  notes  was  admiit-d  there.  But  in  addition  lo 
ibis  higher  tax  cji  such  noes,  an  annual  increase  is 
propo^^ed  to  be  addrd  to  it  until  the  whole 
tax  amounts  lo  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum. 
This  increase  was  not  intended  solely  lor 
revenue,  but  par'ly  to  eflfwst  the  jra^ual 
Eupprdssion  of  these  notes.  Thi«  was  the  mo- 
tive for  the  increarr;  and  the  bill  was  so  drawn 
as  to  present  this  add  tional  lax  as  a  :f  parate 
clause,  and  as  claiming  fiom  the  Senate  a  di-^'ioct 
and  sppara  e  consideration.  The  provision  was, 
fiat  notes  of  (ije  dollars  and  under  twen>y,  >hoald 
pay  one  per  centum  per  annum  additional  tax,  and 
these  under  five  dollais  should  pay  two  per  centum 
per  annum  additional,  until  the  lax  on  each 
^mounted  to  twelve  per  cenu    This  addiijonal  tax, 


annually  incrrasing,  would  gradually  bear  down 
these  notep,  and  put  an  end  to  their  circulation  at  . 
the  end  of  some  years,  in  ibe  mean  time  supplying 
revenue.    This  was  the  character  and  object  of  the 
second  part  of  the  bill;  and  as  it  was  the  first  time 
that   a   measure   of  this  kind  had  been  brought 
before    the    Senate,    he  fell  It   to  be  incumbent 
upon    him  to  vindicate    his   proposition,  and  to 
anticipate    and    obviate   some  of   the  objections 
which  might  be  made  to  iL    At  the  head  of  these 
objections  stood  the  question  of  constitutionality — 
a  question  which  should  be  well  considered  at  the 
propo.<al  of  every  new  measure.    It  might  be  ob- 
jected that  the  taxing  power  could  not  be  used  for 
an  inciden'al  purpose;  that  it  must  be  confined  to 
iti  direct  object.    Before  answering  this  objection, 
Mr.  B.  would  say  that  there  were  five  classes  of 
politicians  in  the  United  States,  and  very  nume- 
rous classes  too,  who  conld  not  u-e  it— who  were 
prfcluded  by  theii  principle  from  using  it.    These 
were,/rs<,  all  tha<«  wboadaitted  the  right  of  C.>n- 
gress  to  regulate  the   currency  generally;  for  as 
there  was  no  rpecified  mode  of  regulating  it, 't  re- 
sulted of  course  that  Congress  should  use  any  one 
of  its  ac'ualpowersfor  that  purpose  which  would 
accomplish   the  object.    Siemdly,    all  those  who 
held  it  constitutional  to  ebanera  National  Bank  to 
regulate  the  currency;  for  it  was  clear  that  if 
Congre8!>,  in  the  exercise  of  an  implied  power, 
could  invest  a  company  of  individuals  with  th<: 
power  of  regulating  the  currency,  it  might  regulate 
the  same  currency  itc If  by  the  exercise  of  an  ex- 
press power.    Thirdly,  all  iboee  who  deemed  it 
constitutional  to  lay  duties  for  the  direct  purpose  of 
protection;  for  if  it  was  eonsiiiniional  to  banish 
foreign  products  in  that  way,  it  was  still   more 
clearly  so  to  use  the  aime  power  for  the  suppression 
of  •  domestic  nuisance.    Fourthly,  all  those  who 
held  it  constitutional  to  lay  duties  with  a  view  to 
incidental  protection;  lor  if  an  incidental  oi^ject 
can  be  allowed  in  one  case,  it  may  in  another. 
F\ftUy,  all  those  who  held  it  con^italional  to  lay 
prohibitory  duties;  for  prohibition  was  the  same, 
whether  it  applied  to  one  object,  or  another.    Mr. 
B  said,  these  five  classes  of  politicians  were  pre- 
cluded from  making  the  question  of  constitutionali- 
ty to  the  second  part  of  bis  bill;  and  he  believed 
these  fire  classes  would  comprehend  nearly  the 
whole   of   the   politicians    in    the    Onion;    be 
believed    that    almost   every    politician    would 
fall  into  one  or  the  other  of  these  classes,  and  not 
few  wonid  fall  into  the  whole  of  them;  all  such  he 
h^ld  10  t..'  e.ioppfil  hv  ih.'ir  prin''ip'es  from  object- 
ing t.i  his  pr.'p.eed  m  •sr'urc.     Bot  ibere  may  be 
others,  he  siid,  not  included  in  these  classes,  and 
therefore  not  estopped  by  their  establisbed  princi- 
ples; and  to  whom  a  reply  npon  the  merits  is  due. 
That  reply  is  as  brief  as  it  is  obvious,  namely,  that 
where  the  Constiratinn  requies  a  thing  lo  be  done, 
and  has  not  specified  the  mode  of  doing  it,  Con- 
gress may  exercise  anyone  of  its  grantid  powers 
for  tbe  purpos;  which  is  adequate  to  tbe  object 
This  i*  the  principle,  and  now  for  itsapplicaiiiD: 
The  Constitution  requires  the  gold  and  silver  cur- 
rency to  be  preserved;  the  small  notes    destroy 
that  currency,  and  sabsiitnie  for  it  a  base  paper 
money.    Th«  Constitution  require)  gold  and  silver 
to  be  tbe  only  le;al  tender  in  payment  rf  debt<'; 
th";  bmall    note^  destroy  that  tfnder,  and   make 
base  paper  a  forced  tender  in  payment  of  every 
every  iebt.      Here,  then,  are   two  infractions  fof 
of  the  Constitution  operated  by  those  small  noiec; 
here  are  toro   constiiutional    requisitions    defeat- 
ed by  these  sm^ll  notes;  here  is  a  twe-fold,  duly 
devolve  1   np'>n    the    Congress — first,   to  pi  event 
these  infractions,  and  second,  to  comply  with  these 
requisitioni;  and  no  way  -is  pointed  out  for  doing  it. 
Toe  obvious  cour-'^e  then  is,  to  ose  any  remedy  iha' 
a  granted  power  will  afford  for  the  pnrpo-e.    The 
taxing  poner  will  do  this.     It  will  kill  the  f mall 
notef,  whirh  sre  killing  the  Constitution;  and  it  is 
absutti  10  think  of  wailing  for  an  erpres<-  power  to 
put  down  these  des'roirers  of  the  Cunstituticn;  for 
the  framers  of  that  instrnment  never  foresaw  the 
evil;  they  never  fosesaw  the  existence  of  a  thou- 
sand  banks,  and  ten  thousand   individuals,  all 
issuing  rmall  paper  money,  and  refusing  to  pay  it 
when  they  pleased;  and  a  great  political  party  sus- 
ininiit|  them  in  their  cpuduet.    These  tm  things 


not  foreseen  by  the  fVamers  of  the  Oooditutlon;  ' 
tliey  ate  evils  against  which  specific  remedies  can- 
not be  directed;  they  are  evils  which  must  continae 
unless  a  remedy  can  be  found  in  the  iooidenlai  ex- 
ercise of  a  granted  power,  and  to  deny  this,  is  to 
say  that  the  Constitution  cannot  be  imtd  to  sav«' 
itself. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  neither  Ibe  idea  of  bis  Ull,  nor 
the  argument  in  favor  of  it,  was  original  with  him. 
Tnsy  bad  both  been  used  by  others  long  since,  and 
especially  by  Mr.  Oallatia  ten  years  ago.  Mr. 
Odilatin,  in  his  essay  on  currency,  in  the  year 
1830,  had  proposed  this  method  of  patting  down 
small  notes;  aad  in  an  elaborate  argument,  bad 
vindicated  its  constitutionality,  clearly  showing  ibat 
it  avoided  the  Hamiltonian,  and  came  wUhm  the 
Jeffersanian  construction  of  the  Constitution.  His 
argument  is  too  extended  to  be  quotad  in  full  here; 
but  some  passages  from  it  will  shew  his  opinion, 
and  exhibit  a  part  of  his  reasoning.    He  says: 

"We  have  already  adverted  to  the  provisions  .o 
the  Constitution,  which  declare  that  no  Stale  shall 
eiiUer  coin  money,  emit  bills  of  credit,  make  any 
thing  butg.ild  and  silver  coins  a  tender  in  payment 
of  debt«,  or  pass  any  law  impairing  tbe  obligation 
of  contracts,  and  which  veil  in  Congress  Ihe  exclu- 
sive power  to  coin  money,  and  to  regulate  the  value 
thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin.  It  was  obviously  ihe 
object  of  the  Union  lo  consolidate  the  United  States 
into  one  nation,  so  far  as  regarded  all  their  rela- 
tions with  foreign  countries,  and  that  the  internal 
powers  of  the  General  Ghivemment  should  be  ap- 
plied only  to  objects  necessary  for  that  purpose,^or 
to  those  few  which  were  deemed  es<«ntial  to  4he 
prosperity  of  the  country,  and  to  Ihe  i  eneral  con- 
venience of  tbe  people  of  tbe  several  State*.. 
Amongst  the  objects  thus  selected,  were  the  power 
to  regulate  csmmeroe  among  tbe  several  States, 
and  the  control  over  the  monetary  system  of  tbe 
country." 

•  •  •  •  •  a  • 

"Congress  has  the  power  to  lay  stamp  duties  on 
not>-s,  on  bank  notes,  and  on  any  description  of 
bank  ;kotes.  That  power  has  already  been  exer- 
cised; and  the  duties  may  be  laid  to  such  an 
amount,  and  in  such  a  manner,  ai  may  be  necessa- 
ry to  effect  tha  object  intended.  This  object  is  not 
merely  to  provide  generally  for  tbe  peneial  welfare, 
but  to  carry  into  effect,  in  conformity  with  the  last 
paragraph  of  Ihe  eighth  section  of  the  first  article, 
those  several  and  express  provisions  of  the  Consii- 
lotion  which  vest  in  Congre-s  eiclu-tively  ibe  conr 
iml  over  ihe  monetary  iy.«ie,m  of  the  Uoitei  Slates, 
and  more  particularly  iho  e  wLich  imply  Ihe  ne- 
cessity of  a  uniform  currency.  The  exercise  of 
tbe  power  for  that  object  it  tree  of  any  coustita- 
tional  objection,  provirlcd  the  duties  (bus  laid  shall 
be  uniform,  and  applied  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales,  as  well  as  to  the  State  banks.  The 
act  of  laying  and  collecting  ihe  duties,  which 
is  expressly  granted,  is  a'one  sufficient  to 
effect  the  object.  As  no  appropriation  ot  mo- 
ney is  wanted  for  that  purpose,  the  exercise 
of  power  which  is  required,  is  purely  that  of  lay- 
ing duties;  aad  it  is  not  liable  to  th:  objection,  that 
to  assert  tbat  the  authority  to  lay  taxes  implies 
that  of  appropriating  the  proceeds  is  a  forced  con- 
struction. It  is  equally  free  of  any  objection  de- 
rive I  from  any  presumed  meaain;;  of  the  words  "ge- 
neral welfare,"  since  the  power  to  lay  duties  will, 
in  ibis  instance,  be  exercised,  in  order  to  carry  into 
eff<-cl  several  expresv  provisions  of  the  Cen»tiiulion, 
having  the  same  oi  y.cX  in  view.  Congr<-s:i  may, 
if  it  d<ems  proper,  l.iy  a  t'.amp  duty  on  small  notes, 
which  nill  put  an  cud  to  their  circulation.  It  may 
lay  such  a  duty  on  all  bank  notes,  as  wonid  con- 
v<rt  all  the  bauk^  in'o  banks  of  discoun;  and  de- 
poiito  only,  annihilate  the  paper  currency,  and 
reader  a  Bank  of  ihe  United  S  ales  nnnecessary  in 
rrferrnce  to  th'.t  object.  But  if  this  last  measure 
should  be  deemed  p.'raicioos,  or  prove  impractica- 
ble, Congress  mwA  resort  to  other  and  milder 
means  of  rej.ulaiins;  the  curreocy  of  the  country. 
The  Ba:ik  of  the  Uuited  S  ate.s  as  has  alreaiiy  been 
shown,  was  established  for  that  express  purpose." 

Mr.  B.  would  not  go  farther  into  the  cnnstitu- 
liona'  qnesiiOD,  as  it  concerned  the  second  part  of 
his  bill,  at  present.  He  held  what  had  been  said 
by  himself,  and  quoted  from  Mr,  Qillatin,  lo  be 
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lafiieieBt  on  ibat  bead;  saflksient,  at  all  events,  to 
vuiaat  llw  inlroihictiOB  of  bis  IkU.  Tbe  other 
put  ot  it— 4bat  wbi«b  rdattd  to  reveaa»— was  tree 
boMaUaoMtitatioaal  question,  and  presented  no- 
thing  bnt  a  question  of  expedieaey.  It  presented 
■be  timpte  question  whether  the  moneyed  interest 
emidoyed  in  banking  ought  to  be  made  to  contri- 
bute to  tbe  rapport  of  the  QoTcmiaent;  aod  to  that 
qnssikw  be  expected  a  general  answer  in  ihe  affir- 
mttife-  To  tlie  expediency  of  supptessiiig  ihe 
toall  notes  nnder  tvtetjr  dollars,  he  shonid  also 
expeet  aa  affiimatire  answer  from  the  majority  of 
Oe  Senate  aad  tbe  people.  He  himeelf  shoald 
be  for  sappressing  all  nnder  one  fanndred 
dollafs;  bnt  the  public  mind  was  not  yet 
jipe  for  10  Strang  a  measure.  The  small  notes 
■wler  twenty  dinars  were  tbe  great  evil  at  pre- 
sent They  were  a  pe«iilenoe,  a  naisanee,  and  a 
eaisetoihe  eonatry.  They  drove  specie  out  of 
the  eomtry,  aod  made  safe  banking  impotible. 
Tbey  threw  the  losses,  when  banks  stop|Md  pay- 
ment, npon  those  who  bad  no  benefit  from  banks 
when  Ihey  were  going  on:  they  threw  all  tbe  losses 
■pon  the  laboring  and  small  dealing  part  of  tbe 
eonmonify.  They  promoted  crime  and  immorali- 
ty; for  the  counterfeiting,  and  passiog  connurfeit 
Mper,  fell  almost  eniirely  open  the  small  note;. 
They  banished  silver;  for  bow  could  a  silver  dollar 
eitealate  aga<nst  a  one  dollar  notel  They  ba- 
abbed  goM;  for  bow  eonld  an  eagle  circolate 
agtittit  a  ten  dollar,  or  a  half  eagle  against  a 
firs  dollar  bill)  Tbey  were  injanous  to  every  in- 
terest, except  the  banking  ioierest,  and  to  them 
ibey  were  llw  soaice  of  eoormons,  but  most  nn- 
doe  pri  flt^ 

Mr.  B.  submitted  bis  bill,  with  tV.t  declaration 
Ibat  it  was  one  of  the  mra5are<  for  the  protection 
of  the  oonstiintional  correoey,  and  the  restriction 
of  the  paper  system,  which  went  to  the  foundation 
of  parties;  that  it  coDcerned  ^tbe  gieat  question  of 
Ibe  i» — that  of  the  enrtency.^n  which  Jefferson 
•ad  HamiltDB  divided  fifty  years  ago,  and  on 
vUeh  Demoaraey  aitd  FederaUsm  mu>>t  continue 
to  divide  until  tbe  question  of  mastery  and  perma- 
nent supreniacy  was  decided  between  the  banks 
and  the  people. 

At  tbe  lequest  of  Mr.  PRESTON,  the  bill  was 
then  nad. 

Mr.  HUNnNGTON  said  it  was  not  usual,  nor 
hi  aeeordance  with  tbe  courtesy  generally  extended 
10  Senatoia,  on  asking  leave  to  iniiodnce  a  bill,  to 
make  olijeetion>;  bat  this  bill  was  of  such  a  chs- 
raeter,  that,  with  the  views  he  eDUrainrd,  it 
seemed  to  him  it  was  not  properly  admissible 
There  was  a  provision  in  the  Constitution  wbidi 
provided  iliat  all  bills  for  the  raising  of  revenue 
aboaU  originate  in  the  House  of  Reprrseoia'ives, 
though  tlie  Senate  might  make  amendments  thereto. 
Now  what  was  this  billl  It  was  a  bill  by  which  it 
was  intended  (o  lay  a  tax  upon  all  bank  notes 
issued  by  any  banking  incorporation  in  this  conn- 
uy.  It  was  not  eonfined  to  any  district  or  terri- 
tory, bnt  it  was  a  bill  to  lay  a  tax,  in  the  fprm  of  a 
duty,  to  be  assessed  and  paid  into  tbe  Treasury  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  thus  forming  a  part  of 
the  receipts  and  the  money  of  the  Government, 
aad  10  b«  expended  as  such.  Now  if  he  nnderstood 
tbe  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Benton]  aright, 
that  Senator  considered  it  a  part  of  tb?ii  obligations 
to  compel  these  corporations  to  pay  apoition  of 
that  which  jmtly  goes  into  the  Treasury  ia  the 
shape  of  levcnoe;  and  if  so,  it  was  not  within  the 
powers. conferred  upon  them  by  tbe  Ck>bstita'ion; 
and  e^ald  they,  then,  peimit  the  introduction  of  a 
bill  containing  such  a  provbioni  He  had  no  iu- 
leniioa  to  reply  to  tbe  rema<ks  of  the  Senator  frnm 
Missouri  on  the  merits  of  tbe  bill;  with  tbe  views 
be  entertained  he  did  not  consider  tbn  Senate  could 
A^nsti'Dtionally  receive  the  bill,  and  therefore  be 
shonid  attempt  no  reply.  Some  years  ago  it  was  a 
question  there  whether,  indped,tbe  Senate  could  re- 
duce a  rate  of  doty  proposed  to  be  imposed  by  a 
bill  which  bad  come  up  from  the  oiber  House;  but 
on  that  subject  he  had  now  nothinf;  tn  say,  nor 
shonid  be  say  a  word  on  Ibe  merits  of  this  bill;  he 
merely  fslt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  state  the  views  be 
bad  on  the  question  of  its  reception,  and  therefore, 
M  te  qnea&m  of  granliDg  leave,  he  called  for  the 
•yea  aad  noes. 


Mr.  BENTON  said  tbe  objection  of  tVe  Senator 
from  Conikectieat  [Mr.  HnNTiHoroa]  was  a  very 
fair  one;  it  was  one  which  be  bad  anticipated,  for 
be  should  have  sat  there  for  twenty  years  to  very 
little  purpose,  if  he  had  not  foreseen  it.  He  re- 
peated, it  was  a  fair  objection,  and  it  was  entitled 
to  the  grave  consideration  of  the  Senate.  Bat  in 
the  twenty  years  that  he  had  sat  there,  he  had  seen 
the  thing  done,  and  that  in  a  piece  «f  legislation 
which  they  deemed  the  most  sscred  of  all  the  legis- 
lation they  bad  ever  done;  be  alluded  to  the  com- 
promise act  of  1833,  which  originated -in  the  Se- 
nate, and  to  that  part  in  which  ttiey  raised  the  du^ 
on  coarse  woollens  from  five  to  fifty  per  cent. 
That  bill  was  entertained  by  this  body,  it  was  car- 
ried through  this  body,  and  was  perfected  by  this 
body. 
Mr.  WEBSTER.  No,  no,  no;  not  perfected. 
Mr.  BENTON  repeated  that  it  was  perfected 
by  Ibis  body.  He  knew  well  what  be  mid.  It 
was  perfected  by  this  body;  it  was  discussed  and 
amended  in  this  body;  afterward  adopted  as  an 
amendment  in  the  House  of  Represeniaiives, 
and  then  was  sent  up  again  to  this  house,  and 
paised  as  a  House  bill.  That  bill,  afer  being 
entert«ined  by  this  body,  and  perfected  by  tbic  bo- 
dy, or  discussed  until  th«y  were  satisfied  wiih  i', 
was  taken  as  an  amendment  by  tbe  other  Hoiue, 
passed  there,  aod  sent  here,  and  then  passed  beie. 
Thus  it  began  here — was  di%us<ied  b?re — amended 
here— perfected  here — but  not  passed  till  adopted 
and  sent  up  by  the  House. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  would  suggest  tbe  pro- 
priety of  railing  do  qnestiou  of  this  kind  on  the'  bill 
until  it  was  printed;  tbe  discotsion  could  come 
up  more  properly  wBen  the  bill  was  about  tn  have 
its  seccnd  reading,  or .  on  tbe  question  wbelher  it 
should  be  rrad  a  second  time. 

Independently  of  the  qoe^tion  raised  by  the  bo> 
norable  Senator  from  Connectieu',  he  believed 
there  was  another  grave  consiitotional  qttestion  to 
be  determined,  namely:  whether  tbey  had  the  pow- 
er to  regulate  Stale  bank  institutions  at  all.  If 
tbey  could  raise  a  tax  to  the  amount  proposed,  they 
cotdd  lay  a  tax  to  any  eth^r  amount — to  an  amount 
that  would  be  a  total  prohibitiou  of  a  system  of 
bankire  which  they  bad  had  from  the  foundation 
of  this  Ghivernmeut.  Let  the  bill  be  printed,  and 
then  let  the  question  come  up  when  they  were  ac- 
quainted with  itf  provisions. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  asked  what  eould  be  a  clearer 
case  than  this?  The  very  bead  and  title  of  the  bill 
Khnwpil  ib<ti  it  was  intended  thereby  to  lay  a  tax, 
and  the  Coo>tiiuiioD  said  that  all  such  b  Its  shonid 
originate  in  thn  House  of  Representatives.  The 
case  of  the  compromise  act  wasdiflTettnt;  the  gene- 
ral roope  of  that  act  was  not  to  raise,  but  to  reduce 
taxes;  but  even  then  it  was  thought  ibat  it  had  a 
very  doubtfbl  right  there.  But  he  was  surprised  to 
hear  any  sentlemau  asking  leave  to  introduce  such 
a  bill  as  this. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  to  lay  the  question  of 
reception  on  the  table,  and  that  the  bill  be  printed. 
He  hoped  n<i  question  woald  be  taken  on  tbe  bill 
until  tbev  had  had  an  onrortuuity  to  read  U. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  moment.  He 
was  about  to  remark  that  the  snrgestion  of 
the  Seoat.>r  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Clat,]  that 
ihey  should  let  this  bill  take  the  usual  ciurse, 
and  that  the  objections  should  be  coiisi.'ered 
at  another  stxge,  seemed  to  bim  to  be  one  that  ought 
not  to  be  indulged  in  by  the  Senate.  Tbe  provisions 
of  the  Constiiniion  were  directly  opposed  lo  the 
S-fuate's  riaht  to  entertain  this  bill  at  all,  and  he 
thought  tbe  Senile  ought  to  meet  it  at  once.  Why, 
then,  a  motion  for  po.'ironement?  Had  not  every 
body  beard  the  bill  read?  And  were  they  not  sa- 
tisfied that  in  its  very  terms  it  proposed  to  lay 
a  tax  which  should  be  paid,  as  a  part  of  tha 
revenue,  into  the  Treasury)  If  this  were 
sn,  he  thoDght  the  ffoii'^n  ought  ti  be  di.'posed 
of;  that  the  question  oai;ht  to  be  seit'ed;  and  he 
tbonvht  the  Senate  was  as  ready^  now  as  it  would 
be  at  any  other  time,  even  if  tbe  bill  were  printed. 
They  knew  what  it  coniaiued,  and  if  they  had  not 
tbe  right  to  entertain  this  bill,  which  ia  its  letter  and 
spirit  was  a  bill  to  raise  revenue,  be  would  like  to 
know  why  it  was  there  for  ti  momcDt}    It  cosM 


not  properly  be  there;  and  therefore  he  hoped  the 
question  would  be  takes,  and  that  th:  yeas  and 
noes  Would  be  ordered. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  it  was  undoubtedly  true 
the  Senate  could  not  originate  a  bill  to  raise  a  re- 
venue by  taxation;  and  at  anolber  period^  on  ano- 
ther measure,  when  he  presided  over  Ihe  Senate, 
tbe  question  was  raised,  whether,  as  tbey  had  not 
the  power  to  originate  bills  to  raise  revenue,  they' 
could  reduce  taxatiop;  he  everruled  tbe  objection 
and  the  Senate  confirmed  bis  decision,  and  the 
compromise  bill  was  passed  under  thai  decision. 
But  in  iw  progress,  as  an  amendment  was  made 
in  favor  of  coarse  woollens,  and  as  the  question 
had  arisen  as  to  tbe  right  of  the  Senate,  the  oiber 
House  adoptsd  the  amendment  as  its  own,  to  obvi- 
ate aay  informality.  He  argued  that  the  qaebtion 
should  be  decided  by  the  Chair,  whether  this  bill 
was  admissible, 

Mr.  EI  NO  did  not  agree  with  Ihe  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  that  th's  ques-iioa  called 
for  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  It  was  for. 
the  Senate  to  decide  whether  this  proposition 
should  be  entertained;  aad  there  conid  be  no  agency 
in  the  matter  until  the  Senate  bad  decided  whether 
tbe  bill  should  be  received.  He  would  take  that 
occasion  to  say  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  receive 
it  because  it  was  in  dire  t  contradiction  to  the  pro* 
visioos  of  the  Consiitutlon.  He  would  say, 
further,  thai  if  it  came  frrm  the  other  House, 
it  weuld  find  bu'  little  favor  with  him;  but  if  was 
then  suflficient  for  him  to  say,  that  it  was  in 
direct  conflict  with  th«  C^'>nslitution;  and  the  Senate, 
knowing  what  its  provisions  were,  shonid  now 
coma  to  a  deeiiion. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  the  motion  wai  td  receive 
this  bill.  He  conceived  it  was  th''.  duty  of  tbe 
Chub,  if  the  bill  was  in  conflict  with  the  Con&ti- 
tntion,  to  say  so. 

Mr.  PIERCE  had  not  had  tbe  fortune  to  bear 
the  hi  1  read  at  lengih,  but  be  supj^o-ed  the  idea 
of  rejecting  the  propssitiou  to  receive  a  bill 
was  somewhat  extraordinary.  H:  did  not,  at 
present,  understand  its  provision*  and,  t'>erefore 
he  watt  cratified  with  the  motiou  of  his  colleague, 
[Mr.  H17BB.1RD,]  which  would  settle  no  principle 
in  rrgiird  toil,  -.be  motion  merely  going  to  ih<  extent 
of  laymg  it  ob  tbe  table,  that  they  might  have  it 
printed,  to  give  to  those  of  them  whc>  had  not  hiard 
the  bill  raad  at  length  an  opportunity  to  read  it. 
After  what  he  had  heard,  he  concurred  with  the 
opinions  expressed,  but  he  preferred  readng  the 
bill  for  h  ms'lf.  As  no  principle  was  involved,  he 
hoped  the  simple  mo  inn  of  r  ce'ption  and  print- 
ing would  bs  adopted,  and  with  that  intention  he 
would  make  the  motion. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  hoped  the  ayes  and  noes  would 
be  taken  tberenn. 

T,je  PRESIDENT  stated  the  question  before  the 
Senate,  and 

Mr.  SEVIER  rose  to  make  an  appeal  lo  tbe 
other  side  o.''  the  boos.-:  he  thought  the  course  pur- 
sued on  the  other  side  was  a  strange  one,  and 
therefore  be  hope  J  for  their  indulgence  to  allow  the 
bill  to  be  printed.  What  did  they  propose  to  gain 
by  the  course  tbev  trere  taking?  D  lobUess  their 
object  was  to  ("ereat  -the  bill,  i'  it  were  introduced 
at  all,  aad  why  n«t  then  iuircduce  it  and  defeat  it 
on  its  merits. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  wished  to  say  that  his  object 
was  not  to  defeat  Ihe  bil! — he  h"pe.1,  himrelf,  to 
consider  it;  but  be  did  not  permit  himself  to  enter- 
tain an  opinion  on  its  merits  when  it  was  a  consti- 
Iniional  question  that  was  before  them. 

As  to  the  qucMion  of  prinlinz,  he  thous>ht  it  was 
at  pre.sent  sufficient  Ibat  they  hid  beard  the  bill 
read;  the  bill  was  entitled  a  bill  for  tbe  laying 
a  lax  on  the  issues  of  banbc,  and  it  proceeded 
to  lay  ihat  tax;  but  if  Senaiorj  •aere  not 
satisfied,  tbey  could  have  It  read  again,  bnt  he 
wished  the  Senate  to  give  not  Ihe  slightest  degree 
of  countenance  lo  a  measure  which  the  Constitn. 
tion  expressly  prohibited.  Now,  the  motion  lo  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table,  implied  a  doubt  whether  it  was 
not  rightly  there;  he  had  no  doubt  it  was  wrongly 
there  altogether,  and  they  ought  not  to  take  the 
slightest  incipient  s'ep  on  such  a  bill.  It  had 
been  read,  and  it  wa»  clearly  for  tbe  laying  ot  % 
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tar;  uid  it  was  dear  (hatsnch  a  bill  was  not  within 
their  eon&titational  power. 

Mr.  CL&Y  of  Alabama  laid  no  principle  what- 
erer  was  involved  in  the  motion  oC  his  friend  from 
New  Hampshire— they  neither  voted  on  ihe  adop- 
tion nor  the  rejeeiion  of  the  bill.  He  hoped  the 
Senate  woold  adopt  the  motion,  allow  the  bill  to  be 
printed,  and  that  thty  would  have  another  opportu- 
nity to  vote  on  its  merits.  Not  doubting  that  the 
Senate  woald  give  them  that  opportoniiy,  he 
would  now  renew  his  motion  to  lay  the  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  on  the  table,  and  that 
the  bill  be  printed. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  hoped  the  question  would  be 
determined  by  the;  ayes  and  noes,  which  were  or- 
dered. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  CALHOaN,  Mr. 
CLAY  of  Alabama,  and  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  vote 
was  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and 
it  was  determined  in  the  ntgative— .ayes  18,  noes  23, 
as  follows: 

YEAS. — ^Messri:.  Allen,  Anderson,  Ben  on, 
Calhoan,  Cla^  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall, 
and  Wright— 18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Dixon,  Oraham,  Henderson,  Huntington, 
King,  Knighl,  Mangam,  Merrick,  Niehoias, 
Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Rag<les, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge,  and  Webster— 22. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  said  he  had  accomplished 
the  main,  ihonith  not  the  whole  of  his  objects  in  in- 
troducing the  bill.  One  object  was  tu  bring  the 
question  before  the  country — that  he  bad  accom- 
plished, and  therefore  he  would  now  withdraw  his 
uotiOB  for  leave  to  introduce  the  bill. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  the  Senator  could  not 
withdraw  it  without  the  consent  of  the  Senate. 

On  this  question  a  point  of  order  arose,  which 
led  to  an  animated  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
WBB3TER,  TAPPAN.  CLAY  of  Alabama, 
PIERCE,  CALHOUN,  KINa,  CRITTENDEN, 
HUNTINGTON,  PRESTON,  SEVIER,  MER- 
RICK, PHELPS,  and  others  look  part,  a  report 
of  which  will  be  given  bervafier. 

It  was  then  resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
PRESTON,  that  when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  do 
adjourn  to  meet  again  on  Mi  nday  next. 

The  Senate  then  adjonmed. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tbubsoat,  December  24,  1840. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  ihe  House  the  fol- 
lowing communications: 

1.  From  the  President  of  the  United  Slatev,  in 
compUance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Ihe 
I7th  inst.  asking  "what  appropriations  of  money 
at  Ihe  last  session  of  Congress  were  expended  by 
him;  designating  to  what  particnUr  objects  such 
appropriations  were  made,  and  the  specified  sums 
suspended;  and  what  sums  continued  to  be  to  sus- 
pended at  the  crmmencement  ef  the  present  session, 
and  their  objects  respf  ciivelw." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

3.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans. 
milling  a  report,  in  compliance  with  a  rrsolniinn 
of  the  Hott.te  of  the  17th  inst.  relative  to  a  cor- 
respondence between  himself  and  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Uoiied  Slates,  in  respect  to  the  operations  of  the 
Independent  Treasury. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEWIS  WILLIAMS,  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

3.  From  Ibe  Post  Office  Department,  in  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  th*  House,  sobmiiled  a  few  days 
since,  inquiring  "whether  Ralph  Jaclcon  is  a  con- 
tractor for  carrying  the  m«il  in  the  Sute  of  Illi- 
nois," &c ;  from  which  commnnicatioD  it  appears 
that  Ralph  Jackson  does  not  hold  any  contract  un- 
der Ihe  Department  for  carryins  the  mail. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OIDDINOS,  laid  on  the  lable, 
and  ordered  to  he  printed. 

4.  A  report  from  the  Clerk  of  Ihe  House,  on  the 
sale  of  damaged  and  useless  paper. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GARLAND,  laid  on  the  la- 
ble^and  ordeied  to  be  printed. 
The  following  Senate  bills  were  severally  read  a 


first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  appropri- 
ate commiliee;: 

The  bill  amendatory  of  the  act  abolishing  im- 
prirosment  for  debt. 

The  bill  in  relation  to  donations  of  land  lo  cer- 
tain persons  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

The  bill  to  quiet  the  lilies  of  certain  land  claim 
ants  in  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  lo  settle  the  title  lOvCerlain  tracts  of 
land  in  the  Slate  of  Arkansas. 

The  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of  Alabama 
the  two  per  cent,  fund  rtserved  by  the  act  for  her 
admission  into  the  Union,  to  be  applied  to  the  mak- 
ing of  a  road  or  roads  leading  lo  said  State. 

The  bill  lo  establish  an  additional  land  district  in 
the  State  of  Alabama. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the 
public  lands,  who  were  deprived  of  the  benefits  of 
the  act  granting  pre-emption  rights,  which  was  ap- 
proved on  Ihe  19th  of  June,  1834. 

The  bill  to  grant  other  lands  to  the  inhabitants  of 
town.sbip8  deprived  of  the  16ih  section  by  Indian 
rtservations. 

The  bill  to  authorize  thr  inhnhitants  of  township 
eight  north,  range  thirty-two  we»t,  in  the  State  of 
Arkansa.*,  to  enter  a  section  of  land  in  lien  of  the 
sixteent  section  ia  said  township,  upon  condition 
that  the  same  be  surrendered  to  the  United  States 
for  military  purposes. 

The  bill  anihoriztng  the  inhabiianis  of  fractional 
township  ten  south,  of  range  one  east,  in  the  Slate 
of  Arkansas,  to  enter  one-half  section  of  land  for 
school  purposes. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Ar- 
kansas, who  lost  their  improveroenis  in  conse- 
quence of  a  treaty  between  ibe  United  Slates  and 
the  Choctaw  Indiana. 

The  bill  to  re!inquish  the  reversionary  interest 
of  the  United  States  lo  a  certain  reservation  in  Ihe 
State  of  Alabama. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Smith  of  Ar- 
kansas. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  W.  Pa<cball. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Jones. 
THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  next  business  in  order  was  the  metion  or 
REYNOLDS  of  Illinois  lo  refer  a  memorial  from 
the  Legislature  ot  shat  Stale  to  (he  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  with  the  following  instructions: 

"  To  report  a  bill  to  grant  prospective  pre-emp- 
tions to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  and  to  reduce 
the  price  to  settlers  according  to  the  value  of  said 
lands." 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  advocated  his  motion  at  some 
length,  and  dwell  upon  the  iBjostioe  done  to  the 
new  Slates  by  the  present  land  system. 

His  remarks  will  aj^ar  hersafier. 

Mr.  PICKENS  regretted  exceedingly  that  his 
friend  from  lUinoi)  had  ibongbl  proper,  at  Ihif 
lime,  to  bring  forward  such  a  subject.  We  were 
now  at  the  commencement  of  a  short  session,  with 
many  other  mailers  pressing  npon  us,  and,  in  his 
opinion  it  was  not  the  proper  period  for  agitating 
a  sobjecl  of  Ibe  most  vital  interest  to  the  Union. 
From  what  he  bad  heard  from  the  gentleman  from 
Indians  the  other  day,  and  from-what  bad  been 
manifested  from  other  quarters  of  the  House,  he 
was  convinced  that  no  question  in  future  ibat  might 
be  brought  np  before  Congress  would  be  more  agi- 
tating, or  of  a  greater  interest  than  the  disposition 
of  these  public  lands.  For  his  part,  when  he  came 
to  legislate  on  this  subject,  he  would,  as  be  did  on 
all  other  subject.*:  he  would  legislate  neither  for 
the  inhabitants  of  log  cabins,  nor  for  the  occupants 
of  palaces;  but  he  woold  legislate  for  ihe  justice 
and  honor  of  his  country.  This,  however,  was  not 
the  proper  time  for  legi^laticg  on  so  important  a 
subject,  and  he  conid  not  but  legret  its  introduction 
at  this  period  of  a  short  session.  The  proper  time 
would  be  at  the  next  Congress,  which  would 
bring  a  new  set  of  Representatives. 

The  question  on  the  adjustment  of  the  lariOT 
would  be  also  then  brought  up,  when  there  woald 
be  lime  to  mature  some,  measure  which  should 
do  justice  to  both  ihe  individnaU,  at  well  as  lo  all 
States.  He  confessed  that,  in  prospect  ef  the  next 
censur,  he  considered  the  question  of  Ihe  public 
lands  a  ftty  different  question  from  what  it  was 


twenty  years  ago,  when  they  hadio  legislate  b«t 
for  a  few  Slates,  and  for  a  small  band  of  oitisaM, 
who  had'gone  forth  to  aeck  a  living  ia  the  wildatneas, 
and  to  erect  their  habitations  in  the  forasta  of  the 
West.  The  sabject  of  the  Weatem  lands  was  to 
this  Government  oar  colonial  system,  and  his  de- 
sire was,  when  the  subject  should  come  np,  lo 
place  these  peopW  in  a  different  situation  than  that 
in  which  they  had  been  for  the  last  ten  years,  aad 
to  set  free  our  colonies.  He  wanted  some  fizad 
principle  in  relation  to  these  lands,  not  as  a  money 
or  tar.  ff  question,  bat  as  a  question  of  poliiies.  Bb» 
was  interested  in  the  prosperity  and  freedom  of  Ike 
West,  and  if  we  ever  bad  another  pre-emption  bill, 
be  would  prefer  that  it  should  be  one  fixing  ifaelaw 
in  advance.  A  general  prospective  ptw-empiioii 
law,  would  be  far  more  preferable  than  one  exjend- 
ing  only  to  two  or  three  years.  The  tauter,  in  Us 
opinien,  was  anjutt  aad  unwise  legislatiea.  This 
was  the  reason  why  he  had  opposed  pre-emption  aad 
graduation  laws  previously  iatn>daeed,becanse  tlMjr 
were  made  i(^(rtliecaie  had  occarred.andnosyateM 
could  be  wise  which  ivas  thus  exposed,  lo  the  ope- 
ration of  so  much  partiality.  He  would  propoae 
that  this  subject  should  come  np  at  the  next  Con- 
gress, when  tbey  might  fix  on  some  system  that 
would  do  credit  to  the  Government  as  well  aato 
the  citizens  concerned.  He  would  not  say  what 
be  might  be  forced  to  do,  but  if  the  prediction  of 
the  gentleman  of  Indiana  [Mr.  Pboffit]  ahonld 
be  verified,  and  the  people  of.  the  West  came  to 
demand  what  they  called  justice,  be  wonht  then 
consider  what  justice  was,  and  do  bis  duly  lo  his 
own  Slate  as  well  as  to  them. 

He  would  prefer  that  they  would  legislate  on 
some  general  system,  for  it  was  not  right  to  be 
guided  by  local  interests,  as  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  know  what  might  be  the  principal  interest 
in  this  or  that  qnestipn  which  might  arise.  He  de- 
sired to  lop  oflf  every  branch  of  corrupt  Exeeutrre 
patronage  which  had  crept  into  the  land  system 
during  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years.  He  believed  a 
graduation  system  might  be  necessary  as  a  matter 
of  justice  to  the  rights  of  the  States,  but  he  woald 
advocate  tome  general  system,  foanded  on  enligtii- 
ened  and  statesmanlike  viewi^,  which  wonld  do  ho- 
nor to  the  country,  and  not  upon  this  colonial  syis- 
lem  of  the  last  few  years. 

Mr.  P.  osBcluded  by  expressing  a  hope  ihai  Ifae 
whole  subject  would  be  snffered  lo  rest  until  the 
next  Congress,  and  Ibat  his  friend  from  Illiaob 
wonld  not  press  his  motion  of  instructions. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  moved  to  amend 
Ihe  insirociions  submitted  by  Mr.  Rbtmolds,  by 
substitnting  the  following: 

"To  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
with  instrudions  to  report  a  bill  lo  have  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  the  public  domain  divided 
among  the  Slates  in  an  equitable  ratio,  to  be  used 
by  the  Slates  for  iniemal  improvements,  education, 
or  any  other  purpose,  as  may  be  deemed  wise  by 
the  several  Stales  receiving  said  distribution.*' 

Mr.  JOHNSON  then  advocated  his  ameadment 
at  some  length;  afier  which, 

Mr.  HUBBARD  took  the  floor  to  reply  to  some 
of  the  statements  of  Mr.  Johnson;  and,  in  so  do- 
ing, proposed  lo  illustrate  the  accuracy  of  his  own 
position  by  refercoc*  to  statical  facte,  having  refe- 
rence to  the  valne  of  waste  lands  in  Alabama,  Ac 

Mr.  H.  had  not  prrceeded  far,  when  he  said  ibat 
this  was  a  more  important  sabject — that  the  discus- 
sion bad  been  sprung  suddenly  on  the  Honsa— Ihat 
he  .thonld  like  time  for  consideration — and  that  if 
any  member  wonld  move  an  adjournment,  be 
would  yield  the  floor  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  then  moved 
I  that  when  the  House  adjourn,  it  will  adjourn  over 
to  Monday;  which  was  agreed  to. 

An  adjournment  was  then  moved,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in 
the  negative:  Yeas  59,  nays  94. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  postpone  the 
subject  until  the  second  Tuesday  in  January  nexl; 
which  be  afterwards  withdrew. 

And  another  DKNion  was  made  lo  adjourn,  wMeh 
prevailed.  And  the  House  adjourned  oniil  Bto>> 
day. 
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IN  SENATE. 
Monday.  Decfmber  38, 1840. 
The  PRESIDENT  presented  a  memorial  from 
(he  Legislative  coancil  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa, 
asking  for  the  codsi  ruction  of  a  road  and  perma- 
■ent  bridge  on  Big  Cedar  creek,  and  a  military 
ro*d  {torn  Dubaqae  to  the  Missouri  line;  which, 
(•n  motion  of  Mr.  NORVELL,  vras  referred  to  the 
Conmittse  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Abo,  from  the  same,  asking  fer  an  amendmen 
of  the  organic  law  of  said  Territory;  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  NORVELL,  was  referred  to  the 
Coffimitlee  on  the  Jadiciary.        < 

Abo,  m  cpmmnnication  from  the  Drpartment  of 
Sute,  transmitting  an  abstraot  of  returns,  showing 
the  nnmber  of  seamen  registered  in  each  collection 
district  in  the  Union  daring  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30, 1840;  which  was  laid  on  the  lable,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

[  rhe  total  number  of  se&menlregistrred  in  1840, 
as  above,  was  8,091,  viz:  satire,  7,591;  natura- 
lized, 140.] 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Trpasary  De- 
partment, in  answer  to  a  resoloiion  ef  ihe  Senate  of 
.  the  Slst  lost,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
iaalroclel  to  inform  the  Senate  what  sales  of  pub- 
lie  lands  have  keen  made  in  the  Slate  of  Michigan, 
Bonhof  the  line  dividing  townships  twelve  and 
duiteen  north,  and  west  of  the  line  dividing  ranges 
two  and  three,  west  of  the  prinelpal  meridian; 
whiefa,  on  motion  by  Mr.  NORVELL,  wss  laid  on 
tke  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printrd. 

Mr.  CLA.Y  of  Alabama  presented  a  memorial  of 
eilizens  of  Cherokee  eonaty,  Alabama,  praying  for 
a  modification  of  the  pre-emption  law;  which  was 
referred  to  tiie  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  TALLMADOE  presented  the  petition  of  ci- 
liMDsof  Waterloo,  N.  Y.  praying  ihe  enactment 
«rf  a  gmeral  bankrupt  law;  which  was  referred  to 
tke  C&nmitiee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  the  petition  of  Ross 
Wiibins  and  others,  praying  (He  passage  of  a  gene- 
ral bankrapt  law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary- 
Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  Maltry 
Gelston,  ezecuior  of  David  Gvlston;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  pitsented  the  memorial  of 
dtiaens  of  Mississippi,  asking  for  Ihe  establish- 
ment of  an  additional  land  district  in  said  Sta'e; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  petitiop  of 
Hester  Hill  was  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALKEIR,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Joseph  Vidal,  now  on  file,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  WALKER  also  gave  notice  that  to-mortow 
he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  relative  lo 
the  two-pcr  cent,  fund  of  the  Slate  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  PRESTON  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Taylor  for  indemnity  for  French  spoliations  prior 
lo  1800;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PRBtrrON  ako  presented  the  petition  of 
GoL  Boheit  P.  Wainwrighi;  whi(h  was  referred 
to  Ike  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  MANOUM  presented  the  memorial  of  ihe 
Cowadl  of  the  City  of  Washington,  remonstrating 
against  the  transfer  of  tbf  stock  hr.ld  in  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  Canal  to  the  Stale  of  Maryland; 
which  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Roads 
aitd  Canals,  aitd  ordered  lo  be  piinted. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Cummittce  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred,  a  bill  to  re- 
vive the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  claimants 
to  lands  within  the  limits  of  Missouri  and  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas  to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the 
validity  of  their  claims,"  approved  the  36ih  of 
May,  1824,  and  an  act  amending  the  same,  and 
esiendjogthe  provision';  rf  S3id  act  to  claimanLi  lo 
lands  wiutio  the  States  of  Lonif<ana  and  Missis- 
sippi; reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  PHEL"S,  from  the  Commiilee  <.n  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whi<h  wns  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Nathaniel  Pryor,  rrpt  n''d  the  fome  with  an 
ameodmeni. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  CiMpmiitee  on 
Claims,  to  which  wasrefer<el  the  bill  for  the  relief 


of  Epbraim  D.  Dixon,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  OSice  and  Posi  Roads,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  John  M.  'Strader,  reported 
the  sam*  withotit  amendment. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  presented  the  petition  of  me- 
dianics  wbo  weie  employed  on  the  arsenal  in  North 
Carolina;  which  wss  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NORVELL,  the  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Washington  for  a  renewal  and  remodi- 
ficaiion  of  ihe  charter  of  said  city,  now  on  file, 
were  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
anihorizing  ilie  Legislature  of  Louisiana  lo  sell  the 
lands  herelorore  appropriated  for  the  use  of  schools 
in  that  Stale;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  ihe  Public  Lands. 
TAXl^G  BANK  NOTES. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  when  Ihe  Senate  was  last  in 
ses-ion,  be  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  tax 
paper  issues,  to  which  it  was  objected  that  it  was 
not  constituiional  to  introduce  such  a  bill  in  this 
body,  and  he  had  therefore  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  withdraw  it.  But  he  now  wished  to  give 
notice  lo  the  Senate,  and  to  the  country,  that  he 
should  offer  that  bill  in  lbs  form  of  an  amendment 
to  the  firct  revenue  bill  lo  which  it  was  applicable; 
and  in  the  mean  time  he  would  ask  leave  to  have 
the  bill  prinird  as  an  amendment.  He  had  struck 
out  the  title  of  Ihe  bill,  and  simply  wish'-d  that  it 
might  be  printed  and  laid  on  the  table,  that  any 
gentleman  wbo  desired  to  turn  his  allention  to  ibe  sub- 
ject, might  have  the  opportunity  to  do  to,  and  that 
gentlemen  might  not  be  taken  by  surprise. 

The  PRESIDENT  having  stated  tbe  question 
lo  Ihe  Senate, 

Mr.  KING  said  he  presumed  it  was  not  necessa- 
ry lo  state  to  the  Chiir  that  the  subjaci-mat'er  lo 
which  it  was  intended  to  (flerlhis  bill  as  an  amend- 
ment, was  not  yet  before  the  Senate,  and  therefore 
it  c  uld  not  be  received  in  that  form.  It  had  been 
Uiual  to  receive  and  print  nmendments  as  a  cour- 
te<7  to  Senators,  bi|t  never  before  the  proposition 
to  which  Ibe  amendment  was  desired  lo  be  made 
bad  been  introduced.  He  thought  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  was  not  now  in  order,  but  that  he 
would  have  to  wait  until  the  revenue  bill  to  which 
it  would  have  lo  be  attached,  came  up.  He  (Mr. 
KtNo)  had  no  wish  to  prevent  the  bill  going  before 
Ihe  cotaniry,  but  be  desired  that  they  should  ad- 
here to  what  was  regular  and  proper  in  their  form; 
of  proceeding. 

Tbe  PRESIDENT  remarked  that  Ihe  subject 
was  with  ihc  S«nate  for  decision.  - 

Mr.  BENTON  sa'd  perhaps  he  could  relieve  Ibe 
Senate.  His  object  was  to  give  noue«»  to  the  Se- 
nate and  lo  the  country  that  he  should  pursue  this 
subji*t,  and  at  his  earliest  convenience;  ihat  being 
done,  if  gentlemen  would  look  at-  Ihe  subject,  he 
had  no  desire  to  have  the  amendment  primed, 
(hough  he  had  been  anxious  to  avoid  taking  them 
by  surprise.  However,  be  would  not  now  press 
his  motion. 

COMMERCIAL  RECIPROCITY. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  a  memorial  from  inhabi- 
tants of  Newburypurt,  Ma.<!S.  praying  for  Ihe  repeal 
or  modification  of  Ibe  actof  29ih  May,  1830,  regu- 
lating commercial  interronrse  between  the  United 
Siales  and  certain  British  colonies,  and  moved  that 
it  be  referred  to  Ihe  Committee  on  Foieign  Rela- 
tions. He  spoke  in  support  of  tbe  prayer  of  the 
memorial,  but  was  inaudible  at  the  Reporters' 
desk. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  had  not  been  aware  that  his 
cslleague  was  about  to  present  a  memorial  on  this 
most  important  subjeci;  but  he  desired  to  say  that  if 
it  should  go  to  Ihe  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
be  hoped  the  commiitee  would  consider  tho- 
roughly and  carefully  the  whole  extent,  and  all  tbe 
consequences  of  that  system  of  policy  which  Ihey 
had  been  for  some  years  in  Ihe  habit  of  calling  Ihv 
reciprocity  system.  He  (Mr.  Wkb)teb)  was  not 
then  prepared  lo  express  any  cpinien  wheiher, 
when  the  leciprocity  treaty  expired,  it  should  be  re- 
newed, noron  oiber  matters  in  connection  therewith; 


but  he  did  hope  that  tbe  Committee  on  Foreign  Be> 
lalioDS  would  come  to  no  hasty  conclusion  on  this 
question.  He  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  tbe  sub- 
ject (bottid  take  tbe  direction  proposed;  but  he  only 
hoped,  and  he  confidently  hoped,  thai  the  commit* 
lee  wuuld  n-ake  a  large  survey  not  only  of  this  par- 
ticular  relation,  but  of  all  the  consequences  of  those, 
treaties,  which  have  been  in  existence  for  the  last 
fif'leen  or  twenty,  if  not  twenty-five  years,  many  of 
which  were  entirely  destitute  of  all  ihe  essential 
principles  of  reciptociiy. 

Mr.  DAVIS  had  looked  at  this  subject  for  some 
lime  as  one  which  was  entitled  to  all  tbe  considera- 
tion which  his  colleague  thought  it  deserved — for 
some  years  he  had  seen  the  development  of  facts  of 
a  strilcing  character.  But  a  few  years  ago  memo- 
rials Were  presented  in  this  chamber,  from  mer- 
chants of  Baltimore,  setting  fonh  the  unequal  ad- 
vantages which  Ihey  enjoyed  in  the  traashipmenl 
of  tobacso  to  Germany,  as  one  result  of  a  treaty, 
to  which  he  now  referred,  as  a  sample  of  lb'?  trea- 
ties of  reciprocity,  which,  instead  of  afibrding  re« 
ciprocal  advantages,  drove  the  Baltimore  merchants 
entirely  out  of  ih«  trade.  He  could  point  out  ma- 
ny more  such  rei-ults  in  ibe  operation  of  the.se  tiea- 
lies,  to  show  the  necessity  of  an  examinalien  of  a 
system,  as  suggested  by  his  colleague,  which  was 
of  very  doubtful  policy,  as  regarded  the  interests 
of  Ibis  country. 

At  the  requect  of  Mr.  CALHOUN,  Ihe  memo- 
rial was  read. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  then  said,  certainly  this  was 
a  very  important  subject;  it  was  a  request  to  change 
that  pblicy  of  tbe  country  which  they  had  been  ei  • 
deavoring  to  carry  into  effect  with  all  foreign  na> 
lions  since  the  year  1815.  That  it  was  disaslrons 
in  some  respects,  particularly  in  regard  to  onr 
commerce  with  some  of  the  Hanse  Tot/ns, 
there  coald  be  no  doub';  bat  why  refer  it  lo 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relationsl  It  was 
a  subject  peculiarly  relating  loathe  commerce 
and  navigation  of  the  country;  and  tbe  qaesiion 
wa>,  how  have  these  treaties  of  reciprocity  opera- 
led  on  those  two  great  interests,  which  in  that 
body  were  exclusively  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce^  ft  was  not  a  subject  connected 
with  their  foreign  relations,  except  incidentally; 
and  he  moved,  therefore,  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Commiitee  on  Commerce,  which  was  its  appro- 
priaie  reference. 

Mr.  DAVIS  bad  moved  ill  reference  lo  Ihe  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  because  it  referred  to 
a  conventional  {agreement  of  tbe  treaty-making 
power  between  the  Brilish'  Colonies  and  the  United 
States.  If,  however,  it  would  more  appropriately 
go  to  the  Commiitee  on  Commerce,  he  was  willing 
that  it  should  go  ibeie. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  it  appeared  to  him  that,  in 
Ihe  first  instance,  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
miitee on  Commerce,  and,  after  that  committee  had 
repor'ed,  it  might  be  proper  to  refer  their  report  to 
ihe  Committee  on  Poreign  Relations.  This  was 
the  old  subject,  which  the  Government  bad  so  long 
found  it  difficult  lo  manage  satisfactorily,  and  be 
apprehended  it  never  would  be  managed  satisfaclo< 
rily.  If  tbe  difficulties  eonid  be  overcome,  he 
should  rejoire;  for  there  was  no  man  on  that  floor 
who  took  a  deeper  interest  than  he  did  in  the  pros- 
perity, navigation  and  commerce  of  (the  country. 

Mr.  DAVIS  was  satisfied  to  withdraw  his  motion, 
and  let  it  go  to  the  Committee  on  Com-nerce. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  MERRICK, 

Mr.  KNIGHT  said,  whatever  committee  this 
memorial  might  be  referred  to,  he  hoped  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  would  be  drawn  to  the  ope- 
ration of  these  treaties,  and  particularly  lo  the  ar- 
rangem.'nt  in  regard  to  the  West  India  trade,  and 
the  effect-  on  the  trad^  and  navigation  of  the 
country.  So  far  as  be  was  informed,  this  ar- 
rangement had  been  favorable  to  the  Bri- 
tish navigation,  and  injurious  to  our  own.  He 
believed  it  to  be  a  fact,  now  ascertain  d,  that  the 
British  tonnage  had  greatly  increased,  and  that  oar  ' 
tonnage  in  this  trade  of  ihe  Colonies  had  dimi- 
nished. In  olden  times  we  used  to  import  mo- 
lasses, rnm,S!<lr,  sngir,  and  other  commodities, 
from  the  W»sl  Indieain  our  own  ves-sels;  but  Bnd.*r 
the  arrangement,  large  qnaniilies  of  these  snides 
are  brought  in  British  vesseh,  and  mneh  from  ihe 
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Northern  colonies  where  ihey  arp  not  grown  or 
maoaractaredjcUarl;  giving  to  the  Briti<'h  an  advai:- 
lage  which  we  do  ant  possrss.  He  wished  ihe  cem- 
nitiee  ateo  to  inqaire  whether  the.  existing  arrange- 
ment  is  reciprocal  in  its  provisions  and  opera- 
tioM.  He  understood  that  the  British  vessels  are 
now  allowed  to  carry  certain  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandize  from  this  coontry  to  the  West  ladies, 
which  oars  are  not  permitted  to  carry,  and  in  this 
]wriiealar  a  decided  preference  is  given  to  the  Bri- 
tish naviiator  over  onr  own.  These  are  some  of 
the  points  which  it  is  desirable  shonld  be  investi- 
gated by  the  committee.  Discriminating  dotier, 
also,  in  favor  of  the  Colonies,  shauld  not  escape 
the  attention  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  KiNQ  said  he  wonld  greatly  prefer  that  it 
should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Forel^  Relation*, 
eapecially  if  the  Gommiiiea  on  Commerce  was  to 
be  merely  a  conduit  throagh  which  ii  shoald  pass  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations-  He  was  not 
nnwilling  to  lake  any  labor  that  might  be  necessa- 
rily imposfd  upon  him  in  the  public  service,  as 
the  chairman  of  ih>  Committee  on  Commerce;  bnt 
as  oar  foreign  relations  required  a  rc-ezaminaiioa, 
it  woald  be  better  that  this  subject  should  now  go 
to  the  committee  lo  vhich  it  mast  ultimately  go. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  tra>tedihatit  wonld  not  go 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  Tne 
qnestion  was,  whether  it  was  advistble.to  renew 
oar  treaty  with  Great  Britain — whether,  wh^n 
this  treaty  shall  expire,  it  shill  be  renewed 
againi  These  Newburyport  merchants  s»j  it 
oogbt  not,  in  their  opinion,  and  who  was  to  decide 
(liatqii*ttion1  It  would  bo  necessary  to  lake  a  ge- 
nenl  and  broad  view  of  the  effect  of  this  treaty 
on  the  commerce  of  the  country;  and  to  decide 
that  important  q<iestion«  it  should  be  referred 
to  a  committee  acqaainted  with  the  sabj'ct. 
HoV  could  the  Commit'ee  on  Foreign  Relations 
determine  a  question  refpectine  the  effect  produced 
on  their  commerced  If  it  were  sent  lo  ihem,  it 
would  be  sent  to  a  commiiiee,  the  members  of 
which  were  soppoied  not  to  have  entered  into  its 
consideration  at  all,  white  the  Committee  on  Ci'm- 
meree,  danng  the  entire  session,  were  in  the  daily 
oonsidentioa  of  questions  exclusively  connected 
with  it,  and  iheref  re  he  again  hoped  it  woald  go 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  But  he  had  ano- 
ther remark.  If  this  subject  was  to  be  investigated 
as  it  ought,  and  as  its  importance  required  that  it 
should  be,  it  could  -not  po-sible  be  done  so  as  to 
make  a  satisfacory  report  at  the  prew nl  session. 
They  wojid  have  to  gt  back  .hruugh  a  v;iti'  ty 
of  sourcps  to  as^rla:n  what  effect  iLee  reciprocity 
treaties  had  had  on  our  commorc.-,  and  ihis infor- 
mation could  not  be  collected  in  the  six  weeks  or 
two  months  the  Congress  would  be  in  session. 
And  then  iha  country  must  have  lime  to  reflect  on 
it  after  it  was  collected,  and  ia  the  expectation  that 
this  memorial  was  to  be  sent  to  a  committee,  the 
members  of  which  were  not  conversant  with  the 
subjecti  he  had  no  brsilation  in  saying  that  it  was 
idle  and  vain  !<•  suppose  ifa«y  could  acomp'ish 
any  thing  ibi'^  session.  He  thought  ttie Committee 
on  Commerce  might  be  in  po<se»sion  of  informa- 
tion on  this  snbjcci,  and  might,  therefore,  be  able 
to  make  a  repcri  at  the  present  session,  though  he 
much  <ioalted;  but  h«  was  satisfied  nothing  could 
grow  out  of  the  reference  (o  the  Commitie  on  Fo- 
reign Rela>ions. 

The  Senate  ilirn  divided  on  the  qae<;tinn  of  re- 
ference (o  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  wbi  h  wss 
decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a  vote  of  19  to  9; 
tittd  the  memoiial  was  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  BENTOSf  submitted  the  following  resola- 
lion,  wh  ch  was  considered  and  agreed  I'  : 

RiKilod,  Ttat  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be  instructed  to  inqaire  in'o  the  expe«li''ncy 
of  making  an  appioprialioa  to  pay  the  on!fit  to 
Commodore  P.'rter,  not  provided  for  when  he  war 
appointed  Minister,  resident  at  Constantinople. 

Mr.  NCRVELL  submiltrd  the  following  mo- 
tion; which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Bfclved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
be  insiraeied  to  ioqnire  into  ihi  expediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  to  enabis  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  negotiate  for  the  extinction  of 
the  Indian  titles  to  the  lupurehased  lands  lying  in 
tte  npper  peniitsala  of  UieStAte  of  Midtigu. 


Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  sabmitt^d  the  follow- 
ing motion,  which  wa<  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Sfiohid,  That  the  Committee  on  ihe  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  the  appoiaimeBl  of  a  Marshal 
and  Diiitrict  Attorney  for  the  Middle  District  of 
Alabama. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  submiUed  the  follnwicg 
resolnlion,  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Jteietved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  Department  and  the  Go-, 
vemor  of  the  State  of  Indiana  relative  to  the  lands 
granted  in  that  S  a'e  by  the  act  of  March  S,  1837, 
for  that  fart  of  the  Wabash  nnd  Erie  Canxl  which 
lies  between  the  month  of  the  Tippecanoe  river  and 
the  line  of  the  Stale  of  O.hio,  which  could  not  be 
set  off  to  the  State  rf  Indiana  in  the  adju'^tment 
that  took  place  in  1833  and  1830,  in  consequence  of 
the  Indian  title  thereto  nut  being  then  extingui>hed. 

And  that  he  also  report  what  quantity  of  land  the 
State  of  Indiana  is  still  entitled  lo,  under  said  act, 
for  that  portion  of  said  canal,  and  what  portion  of 
the  same  has  been  granted  to  individuals  as  Indian 
reservations  by  treaty  with  the  Mismies. 

Mr.  Walker  submitted  the  following  resoln- 
lion, which  was  c  n<idered  and  agreed  lo:  - 

Rtiolved,  That  the  Commiiiei  on  the  Jadiciary 
be  instructed  lo  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  as- 
signing the  present  district  j'ldge  of  the  Urited 
Slates  for  the  State  of  Mi-sis-ippi  to  one  of  the  dis- 
tricts of  said  Stale,  and  of  appointing  a  teparate 
judge  for  the  remaining  district. 

The  foUowi-^g  bills  were  cqns'dered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading: 

A  bill  gtan'ing  a  pension  to  L-^mnel  While. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Barnes,  widow 
of  Elijah  Barnes. 

A  bill  granting  a  peni>i  n  to  David  Waller. 

A  bill  for  the  re'ief  nf  Samuel  Collins. 

A  bill  fortherrli»f  of  Joseph  Ba>selt. 

A  bill.for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Richard  T.  Banks  of  the  Slate  of  Arkansas. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  lo  ad- 
just and  pay  to  Beajamiti  Marphy,  of  Arkansas, 
the  Talae  01  his  cnrn,  cattle,  and  hogs,  taken  hv 
Ihe  Cherokee  Indians  in  the  month  of   Dec.  1838 

A  bill  for  the  relef  of  Joab Seely. 

A  bill  lo  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  pro'ore  steam  vessels  for  the  reveiue  service. 

A  bill  allowing  diaTba-.K  (>•!  fi  rcirn  m'7:h.an- 
d'se  expoiied  in  iliT  nijii  il  i)(..i,?g'-s  t>>  Ch.bua- 
hua  nnd  Sao  a  Fe,  in  Mcuci. 

A  bill  to  amend  an  asicniiilcd  "An  a-t  to  autlio- 
tiz:  the  Slate  of  Tennc-ece  to  issue  giants  and  per- 
fect titles  to  certain  lands  therein  ile.icribed,  and  lo 
settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unaonropriaied 
lands  within  Ihe  same,"  pcssid  the  18  h  day  of 
April,  18(6 

A  bill  lor  the  relief  of  William  P.  Rathbone. 

A  bill  fur>her  lo  amrnl  th*;  act  entitled  "An«act 
to  provide  for  taking  the  si.Yth  cemuj  or  enumcra- 
tirn  of  the  inhabiiai  is  of  the  Uuilcd  States,"  ap- 
proved Mf  rr.h  3,  1839- 

The  bill  makin;  an  appropriation  to  cempleie 
Ihe  removal  t  f  the  raft  of  Red  rivar,  and  for  oiher 
purposes,  was  taken  op,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and,  after  some  romarlis  by  Mr.  KINO, 
showing  ih'e  propriety  and  necefsliy  of  its  passage, 
it  was  ordered  to  be  engros«e.(  fur  a  third  leading 

Tlie  bill  to  establish  a  Board  of  Commi:<iorers 
lo  hear  and  examine  claims  asainst  the  Uaiird 
Statei,  was  taken  up,  as  in  Ci.ismlllce  of  the 
Whole,  and  ordered  ic  bj  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  to  revive  Ihe  charters  of  the  banks  of  the 
D '^trict  of  Columbia,  being  taken  op- 
Mr.  TAPP.^N  thought  they  oasht  to  wait  until 
they  had  received  some  papers  thdt  wee  ordered  to 
he  printed  on  the  fubject- 

Mr.  MERRICK  would  be  glad,  then,  if  S'nators 
who  were  desirous  to  enter  into  the  discission  of 
this  bill,  would  agree  to  fix  an  early  day  for  that 
purpose- 
Mr.  TAPPAN  would  agr.e  with  the  Senator 
from  Maryland  in  the  appointment  of  an  early  day, 
when  the  papers  lo  which  he  teferred  were  re- 
cetTtd, 


The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospectiv* 
pre  empiion  system  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pnb- 
lic  lands  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  santey 
and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  coming  up  in  order, 

Mr.  CL\Y  of  Alabama  said  he  hail  ihe  honor  . 
lo  report  that  bill,  and  lie  was  anxious  to  have  it 
disposed  of;  but  he  wished  to  take  no  advantage  of 
Senators,  there  being  several  absent  from  their 
seats,  and  therefore  he  would  consent  to  pass  it  by 
informally.  It  was  a  bill  on  which  he  wished  to 
have  a  full  Senate,  that  they  might  nil  show  (heir 
hands  on  the  question  of  its  passage. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said,  then  it  would  b«  de- 
sireble  to  assign  a  particular  day  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  CLAY  replied,  that  a  particular  day  had 
been  named,  and  it  came  up  this  morning  as  n 
special  order;  bat  as  the  Senate  was  not  full,  he 
was  willing  it  should  be  passed  informally,  and  it 
could  be  then  taken  up  to-mcrrow,  or  any  sabee* 
quent  convenient  day. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  MERRICK, 
HUBBARD,  WRIGHT,  and  others,  the  biU  was 
passed  by  informally. 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Selma  and  Tennes- 
see Railroad  Company  being  taken  up  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole — 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  this  bill  bad  passed 
at  previous  sessions  of  Congress,  and  therefore  it 
would  not  be  necessary  that  he  shoald  enter  into 
sin  explanation  of  its  provisions,  nnless  it  Were 
desired  by  some  gentlemen  on  that  door. 

Mr.  BENTON  wi&hed  lo  have  some  further  ex- 
planation on  one  or  two  points.  He  wished  to 
know  what  progress  had  been  made  in  the  con- 
siruclion  of  this  road,  what  probability  there  was 
of  its  speedy  completion,  and  whether  there  was  an 
ad(  quacy  of  means  with  those  ei  gaced  in  it.  He 
had  a  decided  o'^jrction  to  see  the  United  Slates 
forcing  on  any  of  iheje  work%  nnless  it  were  sack 
ss  could  be  carried  speeddy  through — ^be  hadiio  idea 
that  the  United  Slates  &houM  take  the  laboring  oar 
for  the  carrviug  on  any  of  these  works,  or  contribut- 
ing where  the  work  was  not  going  on  prosperously, 
and  where  the  means  of  those  engaged  in  it  were 
inadeqna'e  to  its  completion;  and  he  wished,  there- 
fore, the  Senator  from  Alabama  would  inform  him 
.what  was  the  state  of  the  road,  whether  it  was  in 
a  stale  of  progression,  whether  there  was  a  proba- 
bility of  its  termination,  what  were  the  means  of 
those  eneaged  in  it,  and  whether  ihey  were  ade- 
qua'e  lo  its  'ucc^ssful  accomplishment. 

Mr.  CL&Y  could  only  repeat  what  he  had  said 
on  o  her  occasions,  that  there  was  no  sort  of  qaes- 
liun  in  regard  lo  the  adequacy  of  the  means  of  the 
company,  for  moch  the  greater  portion  of  the 
slock  was  taken  by  men  of  capital  and  respecta- 
bility in  the  S'ale  of  Alabama;  nor  oonid  there  be 
a  doubt  of  the  rapid  advance  of  the  wotk.  The 
track  was  laid  out,  the  whole  of  it  was  surveyed, 
and  much  'of  it  was  graded;  and  from  the  com- 
mencement at  me  Alabama  river,  there  were  exca- 
vations and  embankments  comp'eled  from  30  lo  40 
mile^;  and  Ihe  road  then  entered  a  valley  where 
neither  by  excavation  nor  embankment  was  neees- 
sary  for  some  60  ur  70  milej.  nf  the  imporunee 
of  the  work,  he  obi.'rved  that  this  road  was  Ihe  con- 
necting link  between  Moiih  Alabama  and  the 
bay  of  Mobile;  and  between  the  Tenne-'^see  river 
and  the  waters  of  the  bay  of  Mobile;  and  let  this 
road  be  opened,  and  it  would  open  an  imporiaol 
means  of  commercial  iransir,  both  to  the  Siate  of 
Alabama  and  the  State  of  Tennesiee;  it  woa!<l 
likewi'e  afford  the  means  of  dcfeoc:  of  that  part 
of  onr  coast,  by  the  rapid  conveiance  of  men  and 
manilionsof  war  in  any  emergency-  It  was  well 
known  that  the  meansof  delenceof  Mobile  and  New 
Orleans  must  always  come  from  the  upper  country 
and  this  company  was  willing  to  undertake  Ihe  re- 
sponsibility of  conveying  men  and  munitioas  of 
war  at  all  timei,  free  of  all  cha-'ge,  to  the  vulnera- 
ble poinui  He  hoped  ihe  genUrman  was  now  sa- 
tisfied. The  work  hitherto,  under  the  peco- 
liar  circumstances  of  the  times,  had  progress- 
ed less  rapidly  than  could  have  been  desired,  hot 
still  it  had  progressed,  and  wonld  be  conpleied. 
This  bill  proposed  lo  make  no  donation— it  merely 
gave  a  pre-emption  right.  The  land  was  of  bnt  litp 
Ue  valae;  ana  it  wm  bat  ri^iit  that  this  company 
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Amid  bare  the  advaoia^e  of  whatever  increased 
nlae  tb*y,  br  their  enterprise,  gave  to  the  land. 

Mr.  BEMTON  inqaired  whether  the  work  was 
aetntU;  going  oa> 
Mr.  CLAY  replied  in  the  affirmative;  and  the  bill 
thea  ordered  to  be  engrosied  for  a  third  readisg. 
Tier  a  short  Bxeeative  sesrion, 
The  Senate  adjonmed. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
MoMOAT,  December  S28,  1840. 
Iff.  SMITH  of  Maine,  on  leare,  presented  the 
petition  of  J.  B.  Olover  and  others,  of  New  York, 
praying  for  the  paasace  of  a  bankrupt  law;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  the  Jadiciary. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  then 
nad  a  fiist  and  second  lime,  and  referred  tu  the 
sppropriale  committees,  riv 
An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Hannah  Leigblon. 
An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  more 
effectually  to  provide  far  the  panishment  of  certain 
eiimes  against  the  United  States,  and  for  other  par- 
poses. 

An  act  to  prevent  the  connterfeiting  any  foreign 
copper,  gold,  silver,  or  other  coin,  and  to  prevent 
the  uiaging  into  the  United  Slates,  or  ottering  any 
eoontcrfeit  foreign  oupper,  gold,  silver,  or  sthei 
coin. 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Arkan 
,  aai,  who  lost  their  improvements  in  consequence  ot 
a  treaty  between  the  United  S  ates  and  the  Cboo- 
Uw  Indians. 

An  act  snpplemcntary  to  "An  act  to  provide  for 
tbtsdjostment  of  titles  to  land  in  the  t>.wn  of  De- 
troit, and  Territory  of  Miehiffan,  and  for  other  pnr> 
poses,"  passed  April  21, 1806. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 
Hie  SPEAKER  annoonced  that  ihe  next  bvsi- 
Kii  in  order,  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ritholds  o( 
Illinois,  to  refer  a  memorial  from  iKa  Legislature  of 
thit  Slate  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  with 
tlie  following  instructions: 

■^0  report  a  bill  to  grant  prospective  pre-emp. 
tioni  to  settlers  on  the  pablic  laniu,  and  to  reducf 
the  piiee  to  settlers  according  to  the  valoe  of  sai/ 
lands." 

The  qnestion  pending  was  on  the  followi"} 
amendment,  snbmitted  by  Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson 
"To  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
with  instractiens  to  report  a  bill  to  have  the  pro 
eeeds  of  the  sale  of  ihe  public  domain  dividrt 
among  t^e  State*  in  an  rqaiiable  raiio,  to  be  ust  I 
by  ihe  States  for  inieroal  improvements,  edacaliop, 
or  any  other  pnrpuse,  as  may  be  deemed  wise  by 
the  several  Stales  receiving  said  distriboiion." 

Mr.  HOBBARD,  being  eotiiled  to  the  door, 
was  about  a  resume  his  remarks,  when  he  gave 
way  to 

Mr.  CHINN,  who  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
jeet  on  the  table;  but  after  some  conversation,  with* 
dnw  it,  and  moved  a  postponement  of  the  subject 
noiil  Taesday  week. 

Mr.  ALPORD  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded,  were 
ordcied,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messm.  Adams,  Alford,  Anderson,  Linn 
Baaks,  Barnard,  Beime,  Bell,  Bond,  Sampson  H. 
Bailer,  Oalbonn,  Chion,  Chittenden,  Cole.<,  Con- 
nor, Cranston,  Cusbinf;,  Garret  Davis,  Dawson, 
Fillmore,  Floyd,  Pornanee,  Oarlanl,  Oales,  Oid- 
dings,  Qianaer,  Qriffin,  Habeisham,  Hawer,  Hill 
of  North  Carolina,  Hopkins,  Hunt,  Jackson,  Jo- 
seph Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Kemble,  McKay, 
Millory,  Calvary  Morris,  Nisbet,  O.borne,  Par- 
meoter,  Paynter,  Peck,  Pickens,  Randall,  Reed, 
Silionsiall,  Shepard,  Blade,  Albert  Smith,  John 
Siuth,  Traman  S  nitb,  Starkweather,  Taliaferro, 
Triplett,Tnimbull,  Warren,  Jubn  White,  and  Win- 
ikrop— 58. 

NAYS— Messrs.^Jndson  Allen,  Andrews,  Aiher- 
tim,  Beatty,  Black,  Blackwell,  Boardman,  Boyd, 
Brewster,  Briggs,  Aaron  Y.  Brown,  Albert  O. 
Brown,  Burke,  Wm.  B  Campbell,  Carter,  C«iey, 
CUfford.Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Curtis,  Dana,  B.  X>t- 
vies,  Deberry,  Dellei,  Doan,  Doe,  Doig,  Duncan, 
Earl,  Eaatoun,  E'i  wards,  Ely,  Everett,  Pine, 
Fiiher,  Galbnith,  Genuy,  Gerry,  Gcggin,  Ooode, 
Hand,  John  Hastings,  Heuy,  Hillen,  Hook.  Hub- 
taid,  James,  Junesott,  Charles  Johnston,  William 


Cost  Joiinson,  Cave  Johnson,  Keim,  Kempshall, 
Kille,  Lane,  Leadbeller,  Leei,  Leonard,  Lowell, 
Lucas,  McClellao,  Marchand,  Marvin,  Mason, 
Medill.  Miller,  Mlicbcll,  Monroe,  Montanya,  Mor- 
gan, Morrow,  Newhard,  Palen,  Parrish,  Pope, 
Preati^s,  Proffit,  Randol{A,  Rariden,  Reynolds, 
Ridgway,  Edward  Rogers,  Russell,  Ryall,  Simon, 
ton,  Taomas  Smith,  Stanly,  Steenrod,  Strong, 
Stnart,  Samler.Swearingen,  Sweney,  F.  Thomas, 
Waddy  Toompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  John  B. 
Tbompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  Peter 
J.  Wagner,  Watterson,  Weller,  Wick,  Jared  W- 
Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Levris  Williams,  Jo- 
seph L.  Williams,  and  Christopher  H.  Williams 
—111. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  on  table. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Crinn  to  postpone  all  further  consideration  of 
the  subject  unlil  Tuesday  week. 

The  8PE4KER  suggested  (baton  that  day  the 
Pennsylvania  contested  election  case  would  come 
up  as  the  special  order;  whereon, 

Mr.  CHINN  modiRed  his  motion  so  as  to  read 
"next  Wednesday  weel<;"  also  that  it  be  made  ihe 
special  order  for  ihat  day. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  opporedthe  motion  to  post- 
pone. He  thought  gentlemen  could  act  npon  the 
subject  as  well  noio  as  any  other  time  If  it  were 
posiponed  until  a  later  period  of  the  session,  the 
cry  wonldi  then  aiiie,  that  there  was  not  time  to 
consider  it. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  demanded  the  previetis  ques- 
tion, bat  there  was  no  second. 

The  question  (ben  recurring  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  naiil  Wednesday  week,  it  was  taken  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  (hen  being  on  the  latter  branch  of 
the  motion,  making  the  subject  the  spfcial  order  for 
Wedaesday  week,  wai  taken,  and  decided  iu  the 
nej[niive. 

So  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  is  post- 
poned until  next  Wednesday  week,  on  which  day 
it  will  come  op  in  its  order. 

NAVY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  THOMAS  asked  the  Honse  to 
go  into  Commiitee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  reported 
by  him  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  last 
week,  making  apprupriation  for  the  payment  of 
navy  pensions.  He  reminded  the  House  that  the 
money  wonld  become  due  on  the  first  of  Jaouary, 
so  (bat  prompt  action  on  (he  bill  was  absolutely  ne- 
c-ssary. 

Mr.  T  then  moved  thai  (be  Hooto  go  in'o  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpcse  of  lakirg  up 
the  bill. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  objected. 

Mr.  THOMAS  explained  the  urKency  of  Ihe 
bill,  aHer  which  iheobj<ciion  wai  wi(hdrawn. 

The  Heuse  (hen  resolved  itself  intn  a  Commit- 
tee of  (he  Whole  on  (he  slate  of  (he  Union,  (Mr. 
McKat  in  t'.ie  chair,)  and  took  up  (he  above  bill, 
whirh  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  follow*: 
A  BILL  concernini;  navy  pensions  and  h.>If-pay. 

Bt  it  nacttd  by  the  Senate  and  Hnut  tf  Represtnr 
Ittivii  of  iht  United  States  of  Amirieu  in  Ctngrest 
amm'^led.  That  (he  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars 
and  thirt}-itine  cents,  he,  and  (he  same  is  hereby, 
appropria(rd,  (o  be  paid  out  of  any  mocev  in  ike 
Treaiury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  he  pay- 
meat  of  pensions  and  half-pay  chargeable  on  the 
navy  pension  fund. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  THOMAS,  the  Cleik  then 

read  the  following  document  from  (he  Secre(ary  of 

ihe'  Navy,  which  bad  been  forwarded  by  (he  Piesi- 

dent,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  (he  Honse: 

■Wasbinotoji,  December  7, 1840. 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  a  letier  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  (he  Navy,  in  relation  lo  the  navy  pension 
fund,  to  which  the  attention  of  Congress  is  invited, 
and  recommend  an  immediate  appropriation  of 
}151,3S2  39,  10  mret  the  payment  of  peacions  be- 
coming tlue  on  and  after  the  1st  of  Janoary.  1841. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hontxr,  ^ 

Spuker  fftht  Hnue  of  RtpretenUUmt. 

Navv  DaPAatMniT,  December  1, 1840. 
8ir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  whole 


amount  of  money  now  on  hand  lo  pay  navy  pen- 
sioners, is  |18  647  61;  and  that  there  will  b«  re- 
quired in  addition  thereto,  for  that  purpose,  for  the 
ensuingyear— 1841— the  sum  of  #151,353  39;  of 
which  the  sum  of  #51,476  73  will  be  wanted  to 
meet  claims  for  pensions  becoming  due  on  the  1st 
day  ef  January  next. 

The  stocks  at  present  owned  by  the  navy  pea- 
sion  fund  are: 

City  of  Cincinnati  five  per'oent.  -  •  #100,000 
Citj  of  Washington  five  p«r  cent  •  -  33,339 
Bank  of  Washington  -  .  .  .  14.000 
Union  Bank  of  Georgetown  .       -       .      11,4(10 


Nominal  value       ....  #158,739 

All  these  stocks  have  greatly  depreciated  in 
value,  and  some  of  them  are  now  altogethsr  iui« 
saleable.  The  stock  of  (he  city  of  Cincinnati, 
s'anding  highest,  has  been  advertisedto  be  sold  at 
auction  on  the  15ih  of  this  month,  (December,)  for 
the  purpose,  in  the  first  place,  of  reimbursing  the 
Bank  of  America  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars 
advanced  to  tie  fund  on  a  deposite  of  the  said 
stock,  to  meet  the  payment  of  pensions  which  be- 
came due  on  tbe  lit  of  July  last,  and  afterwards 
to  mset,  as  far  as  It  may  suffice,  the  payments  fall- 
tng_due  on  the  1st  of  January  nex'. 

To  liquidate  tbe^  and  other  claims  becoming 
due  in  (he  year  1841,  and  at  the  same  lime  to  pre- 
vent the  great  sacrifice  «hich  most  ensue  if  the 
strcks  belonging  to  (he  fund  be  sold  at  this  time,  I 
have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased 
to  callthe  attention,  of  Congress  to  the  subject  at 
tbe  commeneenent  of  its  approaching  session,  and 
to  recommend  an  immediate  appropriation  of  the 
above  named  sum  of  #151,352  39  in  aid  of  the 
fund;  the  deficieoey  in  its  mean^  of  i«iisfying  the 
just  claims  of  pensioners,  which  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  33d  April,  1800,  the  public  faith  was 
plrdfted  (o  supply,  having  occurred. 

I  have  the  boaor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  K.  PAULDING. 

To  Ihe  PassiDCNT  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  F.  THOMAS  then  made  a  brief  explanation 
of  the  acts  relating  to  the  bill.  He  explained  that, 
by  the  act  of  1800,  pensions  were  granted  to  sea^ 
men,  officers,  and  marines  in  the  naval  service  who 
had  been  disabled;  and  that,  by  the  9ih  section,  a 
peculiar  mode  of  paying  these  pensions  was  pro- 
vided; the  fund  was'  lo  be  derived  not  from  the 
Keneral  revenue  of  the  Qnvernment,  but  from  the 
ule  of  that  portion  of  the  p-izes  to  which  the 
United  Stales  might  beeome  entitled.  He  ex- 
plained also  that,  bytbeOih  section,  the  faith  of 
the  United  States  was  pledged,  in  (he  event  of  the 
exhaustion  of  thelund,  to  make  good  the  deficit. 
The  Sfcretary  of  (he  Navy  stated  tha(  this  specific 
fund  bad  been  so  far  exhausted  as  to  be  reduced  to 
a  very  small  amount  In  stocks,  most  of  which 
were  now  unsaleable,  and  he  applied  to  Congress 
to  make  this  appropriation  for  the  purpo.e  of  saiT- 
log  those  slocks  from  sacnfice. 

Mr.  T.  then  proceeded  to  reply  lo  an  objection 
which,  be  said,  he  aniiripaied  wonld  be  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams.) 
Tcere  was  a  con'rariety  of  opinion  in  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Afiairs,  and  might  be,  Mr.  T.  sup- 
po?ed,  in  this  Honse,  ns  lo  the  coas(ruc(ion  of  (ha 
law  of  3d  March,  1837,  under  which  ibis  pension 
fhnd  of  1800  bad  been  exhausted.  It  would  be 
seen  that  Congresi,  by  the  a:t  ol  1800,  bad  given 
pensions  to  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  disabled; 
and,  as  he  had  said,  by  tbe  ninth  section,  tbe  faith 
of  Ihe  Government  was  pledged  to  make  good  any 
deficiency  in  the  fund  if  it  should  become  ex- 
hausted. By  tbe  law  of  1837,  and  by  other 
lavs  which  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  refer 
to,  another  class  of  persons  had  been  anihorixed 
to  apply  for  these  pensions  othrr  than  tV.ose  con- 
templated by  Ihe  original  act;  and  their  pensions 
were  to  commence  from  the  time  when  the  ineideat 
oixnrred  which  gave  origin  lo  the  pensions.  Under 
ihi?  act,  Mr.  T.  explained  that  arrearage*  had  been 
allowed  of  twenty  or  thirty  years.  He  anticipated 
that  the  gentleman  from  Massacbnsstts  [Mr.  AdahsI 
wonld  assume  the  ground  that  the  Secretary  had 
erred  in  giving  that  eonttmetlon  to  the  law  of  1837. 
He  antii^palcd  the  gentleman  would  say  tl|a(,0(m- 
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gress  gave  a  pledge  to  make  good  aoy  deficiency  in 
the  fund  jn  the  erenl  of  that  fund  being  applied 
solely  to  pensioners  contemplated  under  the  law  of 
1800,  to  wit,  10  officers,  seamen,   and  marine!', 
aetaally  disaWed  in  the  public  service.      Now,  it 
seemed  to  him  (Mr.  T.)  that  whatever  might  be  the 
coliEtniclion  given  to  ihe  act,  the  bill  before  the 
commiitee  ought  lo  become  a  law,  even  if  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy  had  committed  an  error.    If 
the  fund ,  was  exhausted,  (be  Oovemmeot  Mood 
bound  to  reimbwrse  it.    The  Committee  on  Naval 
Affaura  intended,  before  the  close  of  the  session,  to 
bring  in  a  bill  ts  repeal  the  act  of  1837,  aud  in- 
tended to  incorporate  in  it  certain  provisions  dimi- 
nishing the  number  of  persons   entitled  to  make 
these  claims  upon  the  Government.    The  simple 
question  now  was,  whether  the  Government,  in 
virtue  of  its  plighted  faith,  would  now  make  good 
a  defieianey  in  the  pension  fond  of  1800;  that  fund 
btTing  been  eihausled  under  what  some  gentlemen 
might  suppose  to  be  a  misconstroction  of  the  act 
of  1837. 

Mr.  ADAMS  desired  to  know  if  the  sum  em- 
braced in  the  pieseni  bill  was  inelnded  in  the  esti- 
mate  for  the  year. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said,  that  so  far  as  he  wasia- 
formed,  he  believed  not. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  complained  that  the  recom- 
■lendation  from  the  President  was,  that  Congress 
should  not  exceed  the  estimates,  and  yet  one  week 
afterwards  the  Hoase  was  urged  to  make  an  ap- 
propriation not  inelnded  in  the  estimates.  Mr.  A. 
then  went  on  to  contend  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  under  the  act  of  1837,  had  no  authority  to 
make  use  of  the  specific  tund  set  apart  for  the 
payment  of  pensioners  ander  the  act  of  1800. 
Also,  that  by  this  act  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  had  been  caddled  with  a  national  debt,  and 
for  the  payment  of  wh'ch  they  were  called  upon  to 
make  an  appropriation  not  in  the  e-timaies.  Mr. 
A.  then  proceeded  to  show  that  in  1837  the  amount 
of  the  specific  fund  was  |1,200.000,  Ihe  interest 
from  which,  he  contended,  was  sufficient  lo  meet 
the  demantls  npon  it.  He  wished  to  know  what 
had  become  of  this  money.  Why,  it  appeared  Irom 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  that  it  bad  been  eibaust- 
ed  not  for  the  payment  of  the  pensioceis,  fur 
whom  it  had  been  set  apart,  bat  for  the  widow.i, 
orphans,  and  perhaps  the  aunts  of  persons  who 
might  have  been  in  the  service.  After  seme  fur- 
ther remarks,  Mr,  A.  went  on  to  charge  Ihe  Ad- 
ministration with  a  want  of  economy  in  thus 
"wasting"  so  mocli  money,  sacredly  «el  apart,  as 
he  contended,  for  another  specific  purpose.  He 
wlthed  to  know  how  the  act  of  1837  originated,  and 
by  whom  it  was  passed  through  the  House.  He 
desired  to  examine  who  had  introduced  the  mea- 
snre,  and  to  see  whether  was  a  Whig  or  an  Admi- 
nistration "economist." 

Mr.  A.  then,  at  mnch  tecgih,  gave  bis  views  in 
relation  to  the  investment  of  Govenment  money  in 
Slate  stocks  and  bonds,  and  contended  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  no  authority  for  making 
such  investment.".  He  contended  that  the  invest- 
ment  of  money  in  State  stocks  by  the  Govern- 
ment, was  in  fact  assuming  the  State  debts. 

Mr.  P.  THOMAS  decltning  to  reply,  owing  to 
the  necessity  of  a  speedy  pasrageof  the  bill, 

The  eommiltce  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  lo 
the  House,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  REED  made  some  brief  remarks  in  defence 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who,  in  his  opinion, 
was bf ten  blamed  when  the  fault  lay  in  the  law. 
He  had  risen,  however,  more  particularly  lo  request 
that  the  House  wouUl  eie  long  aiford  him  an  op- 
portunity of  speaking  upon  the  affairs  of  the  navy — 
a  I  rivilege  be  had  often  wished  during  the  lut  set.- 
laoo,  but  never  bad. 

After  some  tremarks  from  Mr.  WISE,  who  look 
the  same  general  view  of  the  oa^  as  Mr.  Adams, 
and,  among  other  matters,  complained  of  the  delay 
in  bringing  ihi.<:  subject  before  the  House, 

Itf r.  THOMAS  (chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Aflaiis)  said  that  be  bad  designed  to  suffer 
Ibis  bill  to  pass  without  any  comment  on  his  part, 
for  he  had  not  felt  lum^elf  called  upon  to  reply  to 
the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  on  the  general  policy  of  the  Admi- 
pistratioD,  particularly  as  he,  as  w«U  as  the  hono- 


rable gentleman  from  Virginia  who  bad  just  re- 
sumed his  scAt,  bad  commenced  their  speeches  by 
declaring  that  ii  was  their  purpose  lo  vole  f<ir  the 
bil'.  He  was  anxious  to  have  it  pass  the  Hoa.<e 
this  day  and  go  to  the  Senate,  that  the  liitle  rem- 
nant of  this  fund  might  be  saved,  and  the  demands 
of  the  Government  to  pay  the  existing  pensions 
might  be  met  ia  time;  (for  which  purpose  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  would  be  want- 
ing on  the  fii«t  of  January  next.)  But  he  could 
not  sit  still  and  heat  such  extraordinary  charges 
advanced  igainst  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  with- 
out making  some  reply.  If  there  ever  was  an  oSi- 
ccr  of  Government  whose  conduct  was  not  only 
nnworlhy  of  blame,  but  deserved  the  highest  prai6e 
for  his  fidelity,  the  Secretary  was  that  officer.  No 
sooner  did  h«  find  himself  in  office,  than  his  atten- 
tion was  immediately  turned  to  this  pension  law 
of  1837;  and  at  the  very  next  se^ion  he  failed  not 
to  warn  Congress  that  if  the  law  was  snflfered  to 
remain  as  it  stood,  the  navy  pension  fund  would 
shortly  be  absorbed  in  its  application  to  an  object 
for  which  that  fond  had  never  been  originally 
created.  In  the  Senate,  this  warning  took  effect, 
and  the  law  was  repealed;  but  the  bill  of  repeal 
was  lost  in  the  House;  why,  Mr.  T.  could  not  say. 
They  all  knew  bow  time  was  often  wasted  in  that 
body  by  inelevant  and  laiimdinoos  di'cus/ion. 
He  did  not  And  laull  with  this,  because  he  believed 
that,  upon  the  whole,  the  country  was  benefited  by 
it.  The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  had  reportrd 
a  bill  to  put  a  stop  to  this  waste  and  misapplica- 
tion of  the  fund,  but  it  never  had  been  acted  upon. 
Thus  much  on  the  delay  which  had  taken  place. 

Now  as  to  the  actual  operation  of  the  law  of 
1837.  He  wished  the  House  lo  fee.  whether  the 
fund  had  not  been  exhausted  thronth  the  legitimate 
interpretation  of  ihal  law.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  fallen  into  most  strange  mistakes,  in 
his  apprehension  of  Ihe  iubject,  lo  confute  which 
it  would  be  only  necessary  to  look  at  the  law.  [Mr. 
T.  here  quoted  the  act  of  1837.]  From  this  it  ap- 
peared that  there  were  two  classes  of  pensioners 
contemplated:  1,  the  widows  and  children  of  offi- 
cers, seamen,  or  marines,  who  had  died  in  the  pub- 
lic service;  and  2,  persons  who  bad  been  personally 
disabled  by  wennds  or  injuries  received  in  snch 
service.  In  both  cases  the  law  was  not  pro'^pecive 
merely,  but  retrospective  also.  It  itit  only  granted 
pensions  in  /u<«ro,  but  required  that  the  pen.' ion 
sh-iuld  be  reckoned  back  to  ilie  death  of  the  officer, 
seaman,  or  marine,  and  to  the  date  of  the  disability 
incurred.  In  this  manner  there  had  been  paid  in  a 
siniile  jear,  to  92  invalids  the  sum  of  |78.000,  to 
85  «7ido«s  the  sum  of  §121,000,  and  to  139  chil- 
dren $1-29,000. 

Here  was  a  gross  snm  of  |329  600  paid  as  ar- 
rears, besides  ihe  annual  pensions  which  were  to  be 
provided  for. 

Mt.  WISE  here  explained,  and  insisted  that, 
even  according  lo  Mr.  T's  own  showing,  there 
ought  to  be  a  large  balance  still  left  in  the  bands  of 
the  Dspartment. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  he  bad  onlir  stated  the 
result  cf  the  operation  of  the  law  for  a  period  of 
.liz  months  from  Ihe  3 1  of  March  lo  the  30th  of 
September,  1637.  The  law  bad  continued  in  force 
lo  this  day. 

Mr.  WISE  again  interposed,  and  referr  d  to  a 
report  which  stated  ibe  gro-s  amonnt  of  arrears  at 
about  (300,000;  and  inquired  how  much  it  had 
been  since  increased^ 

Mr.  THOMAS  sa^d  he  held  in  his  hand  another 
account  from  the  Navy  Department,  giving  ihe 
particulars  of  anc  ther  amount  paid  in  the  form  of 
arrea'age?,  exceeding  $800,000.  If  gentlemen 
would  lodk  fully  into  the  subject,  insiead  of  taking 
partial  viewp,  they  would  find  that  every  dtl'jurcf 
the  fund  was  accounted  for. 

Mr.  WISE  According  to  that,  there  ought  to 
be  DO  balance  at  all  left,  bat  the  Secretary  reports 
a  balance. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  there  was  about  $158,000 
left  still,  on  the  first  of  December  last.  But  whence 
did  this  law  which  had  led  to  such  a  rejult  ema- 
nate Who  authorized  this  application  of  the  pen- 
k.ion  fundi  It  was  not  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
or  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  but  the  two 
Houses  of  Congresf .    Who  were  the  anthers  of  the 


Mill  It  had  been  reported  to  the  Senate  by  the 
honorable  Mr.  RcbiNSON  of  Illinois,  and  seat  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  of  which  Mr.  Sonra- 
ARD  was  a  member,  and  he  had  reported  the  bill  to 
tbe  Senate,  by  whom  it  had  been  passed  withoat  a 
division.  Tbe  Senate  bill,  coming  into  the  House, 
hail  been  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs in  the  House.  Mr.  T.  read  the  named  of 
this  committee,  among  which  that  of  Mr.  Wws 
was  one.  The  bill  had  been  ordered  to  its  third 
reading  without  a  division,  and  passed  by  the 
House  without  amendment. ' 

Mr.  WISE  explained,  sUiing  that,  tbongb  bis 
name  appeared  on  the  Naval  Commiitee,  he  was 
not  responsible  fur  the  Bill.  He  was  at  that  time 
but  nominally  one  of  the  commiitee — his  atleatioa 
was  directed  elsewhere— he  had  other  fish  to  fiy — 
and  could  no  longer  attend  to  the  bnuness  of  that 
committee,  (of  which  he  had  preriously  beeaaa 
active  member,)  being  appointed  on  another  oc- 
casion which  occupied  bis  time  and  thooghts. 

Mr.  THOMAS  had  not  tbe  least  saspicion  as  to 
that  gentleman's  course  in  relation  to  the  bill.  The 
responsibility  rested  on  Ihe  whole  House.  C«a- 
gress  passed  tbe  law,  and  ordered  the  Seeretaiy  to 
administer  it.  That  tfficer  had  warned  them  how 
it  wonid  operate  and  was  operating.  And  was  be 
then  to  be  arraigned  for  carrying  oat  an  act  which 
was  the  law  of  the  landl 

Mr.  REED  (also  a  member  of  the  Naval  Con- 
miltee)  here  made  some  explanatioa  which  was  to-    , 
tally  inaudible  to  he  Reporter. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  ihen  resuming,  observed  that  he 
concurred  fully  with  such  part  of  th«  remarks  of 
the  honorable  genileman  from  MasiwchnsellB  (Mr. 
Adams)  as  related  to  the  policy  of  leaving  in  ihe 
hands  of  Heads  of  Depariments  the  discretionary 
power  of  buying  and  selling  on  public  acooont 
stocks  of  any  descripiioii.  He  bad  raised  his  fee- 
ble voice  against  such  a  practice  many  years  ago. 
But  while  tbe  authority  remained,  he  trusted  t^ 
parlies  accusfd,  as  the  Secretary  of  Ibe  Navy  had 
been,  would  be  tried  by  the  law  as  it  stood.  That, 
if  he  had  for  his  acts  the  express  aathority  of  Jaw, 
he  would  be  acquitted.  And  if  snch  authority 
were  in  itself  wrong,  Congress  would  withdraw  it, 
bnt  not  unjustly  charge  the  fault  of  tbe  law  on  the 
officer  who  executed  iu  Now,  as  the  navy  pension 
fotad  originated  from  prize-money  taken  in  lime  of 
war,  and  as  the  United  States  had  had  neither  war 
nor  prizes  for  some  years,  he  inferred  that,  as  tbe 
Secretary  would  violate  his  duty  should  be  let  the 
fund  lie  idle  in  his  bands,  the  investment  of  it  ia 
s'.ock  had  been  made  some  filteen  years  ago. 

Mr.  ADAMS  here  interposed  to  say  that  thore 
investments  had  all  lakea  place  since  1837^ and 
never  before. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  resuming,  said  thai  he  refecRd 
10  the  capital  of  th«  fund.  It  was  the  interest 
which  had  been  invested;  and  in  thns  vetting  it,  (be 
S:;cretary  bad  btu  followed  the  course  of  his  pre- 
decessors. The  law  itself  provided  that  the  Se«re- 
lary  might  vest  the  interest  of  the  fund  in  any  way 
he  thought  best.  [Mr.  T.  here  quoted  tbe  law.] 
The  present  Secretary  could,  however,  have  had 
but  a  small  snm  lo  invest  in  any  way.  Whether 
Ibe  invesimeat  had  been  pmdenily  made  or  no',  ' 
Mr.  T.  would  not  now  express  an  opinion;  he  ra- 
ther supposed,  however,  that  it  would  le  admlted 
to  be  better  to  place  the  money  in  Stale  slocks,  fw 
ther  than  in  those  of  any  private  corporation.  The 
fault,  if  any,  was  in  Congress,  in  not  laying  down 
a  rule  specifying  in  what  st<  ck  tbe  interest  of  this 
fund  should  be  invested.  As  to  tbe  sale  of  tbe 
s'ocks  which  had  been  purchased,  it  was  an  opera- 
tion indispensable  to  meet  the  eogagemenis  of  the 
G.'>vernment.  Mr.  T.  ot>berved,  inooneln^ion,  that 
he  had  not  attempted  lo  go  in'o  a  reply  to  Ihe  speech 
of  tbe  honorable  gentleman  frrm  Massaehnsetts, 
[Mr.  Adams,]  nor  did  he  feel  bound  lo  do  so.  H« 
was  not  in  the  same  sitnation  with  that  gentleman, 
having  a  speedi  prepared  for  delivery  at  a  foimw 
session. 

Mr.  MONROE  said  tbe  Congress  of  1637  had 
disposed  of  a  fund  ever  which  they  had  no  control; 
and  it  was  iLe  duty  of  the  rrprcvntaiives  to  replace 
tbe  fund,  repeal  the  act  of  1837,  acktowledge  the 
debt,  and  pay  the  interest;  and  that  interest  «roidd 
pay  the  penaioiiers  annually. 
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Mr.  ANDERSON  of  Maine  followed;  bnt  owing 
to  ibe  em8ti»marj  load  conversation  near  Um  Re. 

Crten'  de^,  not  one  word  in  a  dozen  eoald  be 
ard  with  distinctness. 

Mr.  SHBPARD  moved  to  ameod  the  bill,  by 
addtaig  the  following,  to  come  in  as  an  additiooal 


Eke.  3.  .4Mt  t«  it  fiuiktr  maeUd,  That  the  aetof 
March  3, 1837,  entitled.  An  act  for  the  more  equi- 
table administration  of  the  navy  pension  fond,  be 
repealed. 

Mi.  RBEO  objected  to  the  amendment.  He 
thMght  its  adoption  at  ibis  time  wonld  be  too  pre- 
cipitate. He  wished  a  fall  and  earefal  ezamiaa- 
tion  before  the  law  should  be  repealed. 

AAer  some  brief  remarks  from  Mr.  TILXJNG- 
HAST. 

Mr.  PBCK  demanded  Ibe  previous  qoeslioD, 
whioii  was  aeeonded  by  the  Hoose. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered,  and,  being 
pnl,  first  on  the  ameadment,  resnlted  as  follows: 

TEAS— Hessis.  Anderson,  Atherton,  Banks, 
Beime,  Biaek,  Blaekwell,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Barke, 
SaatpKn  H.  Batter,  WiUiam  O.  Bmler,  Wm. 
B.  CampbeU,  Catr,  Catcy,  Cbinn,  Clifford,  Coles, 
ConaoTj  William  R.Ouoper,  Crabb,  Dana,  John 
W.  Davis,  Garret  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry.  Doig, 
Daaean,  Baorl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Everett,  Fine,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Oalbcaitb,  Garland.  Gerry,  Giddings,  Grif- 
fin, Hand,  Hawss,  HiU  of  North  Carolina,  Hub- 
bard, Jac^cson,  Jameson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave 
JohiMHi,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Leadbeiter,  Lewis, 
Low«U,  Lneas,  MeCbllan,  McKay,  Mallory,  Mar- 
tkaai,  Medill,  Mootanya,  Parrls,  Pickens,  Pope, 
Picattss,  Reynolds,  Jas.  Rogers,  Ryall,  Shaw,  Albert 
anith,8teenrod.  Strong,  Smart,  Swearingeu ,  F.  Tho- 
mas, Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tarney , 
0adenr«od,  Yroom,  watterson,  Henry  Williams, 
Leww  Williams,  and  Christopher  H.  Williams 
—81. 

NATS— Messsrs.  Adams,  Jadson  Allen,  Bar- 
nard, Beany,  Boardman,  Calhonn,  Carter,  Chit- 
tenden, Clark,  Cranston  Edward  Davies,  John 
Dnvia,  Delict,  Edwards,  Bverett,  Fillmore,  Gates, 
Goggjn,  Ooode,  Granger,  Graves,  Green,  Haber- 
sham, Henry,  HiU  of  Virginia,  HiUen,  Hook, 
James,  Kempshall,  Kille,  Lane,  Leet,  Lincoln, 
McCSarty,  McCnlloch,  Marvin,  Mason,  Monroe, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Naylor,  Newhard,  Os- 
borne, Palea,  Paynter,  Peck,  Randall,  Rariden, 
Bnynci,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Edward  Rogers,  Russell, 
Salionsiall,  Simonton,  Slade,  Truman  Smith, Tho- 
Aaa  Smith,  Stanly,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Tbomp. 
SOB,  TiUiaghast,  Toland,  TripleU,  TmmbuU,  Peter 
JL  Wagner,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  and  Wise— 70. 
So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  question  then  recurring  on  ordering  the  biU, 
as  amended,  lo  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
was  pot,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WATTERSON, 
I^The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
*  Tdisdat,  Dcoember  39, 1840. 

DEATH  OP  HON.  FEUX  ORUNDV. 
Immedtetdy  aflei  the  reading  of  the  journal, 
Bir.  ANDERSON  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate 
as  ColioWs : 

Mn.  PaasiDBiiT:  By  the  last  mail,  I  received 
tnm  NaahvtUa  tha  sad  intelligence  of  the  dea<h  of 
mjr  ejtfenwid  frieitd  and  distinguished  coUeague, 
and  I  rise  to  announce  the  event  to  the  Senate. 
Ha  died  at  Nashville  on  the  19ih  instant.  I 
hKn  no  woids  adequate  to  express  my  deep  regret 
far  tUa  great  pablio  loss.  I  will  not  indulge,  upon 
this  oeaastoB,  in  neie  expressions  of  private  grief, 
tlMagb  I  might  lind  pardon  and  sympathy  in  the 
bosoms  of  many  of  his  personal  and  endeared 
friends  who  snrronnd  me.  They  will  f«el 
with  me  that  they  have  lost  a  friend  who 
jMritod    their    esteem,  asd    in    whose    social 


qualities  the  Jiindness  of  the  heart  was  ever 
consplcnoos,  aad  never,  for  a  moment,  extin- 
guished by  party  contests.  But,  sir,  in  bringing 
this  melancholy  event  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate,  I 
am  reminded  not  only  of  the  claims  of  private 
friendship— of  the  loss  which  1  feel  that  I  have 
suffered  in  his  death — ^but  that  I  am  about  to  ask 
the  action  of  this  body  in  reference  to  a  man  who 
was  one  of  the  Patriots  and  Siatermen  of  this 
land — a  man  of  whom  it  may  be  said,  truly,  that 
he  was  the  artificer  of  bis  own  fortunes,  and  wore 
those  honors  meekly,  which  his  fidelity  and  talents 
bad  won  in  many  a  well  contested  field  of  mental 
action. 

His  loss  is  a  pablic  misfortune;  and  it.  will  sink 
deep  and  lastingly  into  the  bosoms  of  his  country- 
men. 

He  was  bom  in  1777,  in  iheconnty  of  Berkley,  in 
the  Old  Dominion,  that  mother  of  patriots  and 
great  statesmen.  His  father  emigrated  in  1780  to 
Kentucky.  At  an  eariy  period  be  was  left  an  or- 
phan, guided  and  eheridied  by  a  mother  on  whom 
misfortune  had  cut  its  deepest  shadows.  He  was 
liberally  educated  at  the  Academy  of  Bardstown, 
Kentucky,  then  under  the  superintendence  of  Dr. 
PaiiSTLT,  and  passed  his  scholastic  days  in  hono- 
rable rivalry  with  such  men  as  Rowah,  Pope,  and 
Davis. 

He  studied  law  with  that  eminent  civilian  and 
ardent  patriot,  Gbobob  Nicnoute,  In  selecting  the 
legal  profession,  he  cottsnlted  his  natural  tasie  and 
cast  of  mind;  and  when  he  came  to  the  bar,  he 
soon  acquired  the  confidence  and  patronage  of  the 
pablic.  In  1799,  when  a  convention  was  called  in 
Kentucky  to  revise  the  Constitution,  he  was  chosen 
as  a  member  of  that  body  from  the  county  of 
Washington;  and  was  afterwards  elected  to  the 
Legislature  of  that  State,  and  wa»  the  author  of 
what  is  denominated  the  eircoit  eouri  system,  by 
which  justice  was  brought  nearer  to  the  hands  and 
the  doors  of  the  people. 

He  was  sub«eqoently  elected  to  the  Legislature  of 
Kentucky.  He  continued  in  that  station  from 
1802  until  1806,  when  he  was  made  one  of  the 
Supreme  Judges  of  the  State,  and,  at  the  transfer  of 
Judge  Todd  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  he  was  made  Chief  Justice.  In  1808  he 
resigned  that  office,  emigrated  to  Tennessee,  and 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  law.  The  same  suc- 
cess followed  his  efforts  there.  The  popnUr  confi- 
dence was  early  bestowed  upon  him,  and  when  our 
difficulties  with  Great  Britain  excited  'the  appre- 
hension that  they  could  not  be  amicably  ad- 
justed, his  patriotism,  his  zeal,  his  wisdom,  and  his 
talent,  pointed  him  out  as  the  man  peculiarly  quali- 
fied with  whom  to  entrust  such  high  interests — and 
I  believe  he  was  elected  without  opposition  from 
the  Nashville  district,  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gress ef  1811  and  1813.  He  was  placeJ  dur- 
ing that  memorable  period,  by  the  distinguished  Se- 
nator from  Kentucky,  then  Speaker  of  the  Hoose, 
upon  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  which  was 
composed  of  some  of  the  ablest  men  of  the  nation.  It 
was  with  such  men  that  he  was  rated,  aad  it  was 
then  that  he  first  became  known  to  the  whole  coun- 
try, and  equally  distinguished  for  his  wisdom  in  ooun- 
dl,  his  untiring  zeal,  and  his  powerful  and  inspiring 
eloquence.  It  was  the  meridian  of  bis  life,  and  the 
fire  of  his  yonth  had  nut  subsided;  that  gender,  per- 
haps not  less  lofky  strain  of  eloquence  to  whieh 
we  have  listened  here  in  his  latter  days,  marked 


then  his  efforts,  bnt  they  had  also  an  added  strength, 
and  energy,  and  point,  that  gave  to  all  he  said  the 
highest  force. 

After  his  retirement  fromhis  position  there,  he  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  and  con- 
tinued to  act  a  valuable  and  distinguished  part  in 
the  couneils  of  his  adopted  State.  In  1839, 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  this  body.  In 
this  station  he  continued  until  1837,  when  he  re- 
signed his  seat— and  was  afterwards  called 
to  the  cabinet  by  the  ptesent  President,  and  was 
again  returned  lo  the  Senate  at  the  commencement 
of  Ibis  Congress. 

Of  his  action  here  I  need  not  speak.  Of  one 
thing,  I  think  I  am  certain — be  hts  left  no  enemy 
in  Ibis  body,  and  many  warm,  very  warm  and  de- 
voted friends,  who  will  long  cherish  his  memory. 
That  gentle  but  mighty  spirit,  that  conid  move  so 
powerfully  npon  others,  has  Itself  been  finally  acted 
lipon  by  the  Giver  of  all  good;  and  we  are  pei- 
mitted  to  cherish  the  belief  that  it  now  rests  in  the 
bosom  of  our  Heavenly  Father.  He  was  aware 
of  the  immediate  change  that  was  about  to  trans- 
late him  from  lime  to  eternity.  He  contemplated 
it  with  calmness  and  Christian  resignation,  in  the 
humble  hope  that  he  wonld  be  numbered  among 
the  spirits  of  the  redeemed  made  perfect.  Religion 
had  smoothed  his  path,  and  made  his  dying  bed 
soft  and  gentle  to  his  heart  as  the  downy  pillow. 

We  shall  hear  his  voice  no  more,  but  we  will 
cherish  his  memory— for  his  was  a  spirit  ever 
kind,  noble,  and  bland  at  a  summer's  morning. 
His  eloquence  charmed  and  delighted;  often  eon- 
founded,  but  never  repelled  the  admiration  of  his 
adversary.  His  friends — his  State — his  whole 
country,  will  deplore  his  death  as  a  public  cala- 
mity. History  will  attest  that  his  life  has  been 
closed  through  a  long  path  of  toil,  of  patriotism,  of 
honor,  and  of  fame.  , 

Mr.  A.  then  offered  the  following  resolutions: 

Raolvei;  That  the  members  of  the  Senate,  from 
a  sincere  desire  of  showing  every  mark  of  respect 
doe  to  the  memory  of  the  honorable  Felix  Gbonot, 
late  a  member  thereof,  will  go  inio  moarning,  1^ 
wearing  crape  on  ihe  left  arm  for  ihiriy  diys. 

Retolxtd,  Th»t  as  an  lutdilional  mark  or  respect 
fcr  the  mfmory  of  the  honorable  Felix  GattMDr, 
the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  and  said,  that  among  the 
number  of  Senators  now  present,  to  whom  a  long 
and  friendly  intercour^  with  onr  deceased  brother 
Senator  would  give  the  right  of  seconding  the  mo- 
t  on  to  confer  honors  upon  his  memory,  he  claimed 
to  be  one,  and  that  on  account  of  a  friendly  inter- 
course between  tbem  lung  before  their  meeting  in 
Ibis  ehamber.  Judge  Qnumr,  after  having  at- 
tained the  highest  professional  advancement  in  the 
Stale  of  bis  first  adoption — after  having  at  an  early 
age  become  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Kentucky — after  having  earned  the  highest  distino- 
tioDS  of  the  bar  and  of  the  Legitlative  body,  amidst 
the  brilliant  competition  of  genius  and  talent  which 
illustrated  that  young  State — after  achieving  all  this, 
at  that  early  age,  when  many  are  just  eommenuifig 
the  set  ions  business  of  life,  he  removed  to  the  Stale 
of  Tennessee,  there  to  recommence  bis  disiincnisbed 
professional  career.  This  was  in  the  year  1806. 
My  law  license,  said  Mr.  B.  wa*  just  then  signed. 
I  was  then  a  briefless  young  lawyer  at  Ihe  Nadt- 
ville  bar,  and  quickly  had  occasion  to  experience, 
in  the  conduct  of  the  distinguished  new  comer,  Ihe 
g^aeioas  and  brotherly  fiMltng  which  leads  the 
digitized  by  v^ 
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elder  mr  mbers  of  (he  profession  to  lend  a  helping 
hand  10  the  yonsger.    To  bear  lightly  on  the  errors 
of  inexperience— 10  aid  with  advice— to  extol  what 
was  praiseworiby— to  encoarage  every  honorable 
effort — was  bis  condnet  to  me  as  well  as  to  all 
other  beginners  in  the  ardnoas  career  of  the  law. 
Thos  commenced  oar  acqoaintanee,  in  the  exer- 
ciM  of  personal  and  political  friendship,  thirty • 
fonr  years  ago;  and  the  friendly  iniereonrse  then 
began,  has  been  con  tinned  apon  a  higher  and  dif- 
ferent theatre  nntil  death  has  closed  the  door  npon 
Ae  progress  of  his  meriiorens  and  eventfal  life. 
These   circumstances   give   me  a  right,   among 
the   many   who  are   hers  and   eoold   so  jastly 
claim    it— they    give    me   a   right    to   appear 
as   the   second   to   the   mo^on    which  has   jast 
been    made.     The    Senator    from    Tennessee, 
[Mr.  Ahdersom,]  the  last  colteagae  of  the   de- 
ceased, has  well  portrayed  the  character  of  Jadge 
GacNDT — has  well  presented  the  leading  events  of 
his  distinguished  life,  the  high  order  of  bis  talents, 
the  benevolence  of  his  heart,  and  the  amenity  of 
his  manaers.    He  has  sketched  the  ontline,  with  a 
friendly  and  a  jnst  hand,  of  these  events  and  qnali- 
ties.    To  fill  up  that  outline,  and  to  give  the  details 
of  that  pic'ure  which  he  has  so  beaaiifnily  pre- 
sented, woald  require  a  time  and  an  opportanity 
which  the   present  sadden  and  melancholy  ccea- 
sion  does  not  pre-eot.    He  has  done  all  which  the 
occasion  permits.    He  has  presented  the  picture 
of  a  good  man,  and  of  a  great  man,  rising  to  emi- 
nence by  the  exercise  of  virtae  snd  talent.«,  and 
dispensing  private  happiness  in  the   family   and 
social  circle,  while  discharging  the  highest  duties 
of    the    jurist,   the    statesman,    and    the    pa- 
triot.    He  has  done  more:  he    has  be;n  able 
to   present— the  life  of  our  deceased  friend  en- 
abled   him   to  present  it— he  hu  been  able  to 
crown  the  picture  which  he  has  drawn,  with  that 
feature     without    which  all    human    character 
wculd  be   inprrfcct;  he  has  been  able  to  pre- 
sent bim  as  a  Christian.    To  this,  said  Mr.  B.  I 
can  have  nothing  mere,  on  this  occasion,  to  add; 
and,   therefure,  fulfil  my  purpose  in  rising,  by  se< 
eonding  the  motion  which  has  been  made  to  bestow 
oar  last  honors  on  the  memory  of  oar  deoeased 
brother  S -nator,  Jadge  Grdiiot. 

The  resolutions  were  then  ananimously  adopted, 
and  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
ToBDAT,  Dec  89, 1840. 

After  the  jouraal  had  been  read, 

Mr.  OIDDINGS  moved  a  rcconsidrritioa  of  the 
vote  by  which,  on  yesterday,  the  H<  use  bad  passed 
the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  payment  of 

NAVY  PENSIONS, 
and  which  eontained  an  amendment  repealing  the 
act  of  1837. 

Mr.  RESD,  after  rome 'preliminary  remarks, 
moved  a  postp.memeot  tf  ihe  satj>ct  until  Tuesday 
next,  in  order  that  the  bill  might  be  printed,  and  an 
opporlnnity  aflordrd  to  members  to  examine  iu 

Mr.  P.  THOMAS  hoped  that  the  motion  to  post- 
pone would  cot  be  pressed,  as  the  money  appro- 
priated in  the  bill  would  become  due  on  the  first  of 
January. 

Mr.  ADAMS  contended  that  the  amendment  re- 
pealing the  act  of  1837  was  an  inconsistency;  for 
iHiileihe  bill  itself  appropriated  money  to  pay 
pensions  under  that  act,  the  amendmint  took  away 
the  authority  for  paying  them. 

Mr.  REED,  at  the  suggestion  of  several  mem- 
hers,  withdrew  the  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  TILLINOHAST  made  some  brief  remarks 
in  lalation  to  certain  specific  abuses  which  be  al- 
leged existed  in  the  navy  pension  system- 


Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  had  bat  a  word  to  say. 
He  thought,  on  yesterday,  that  he  sgreed  with  ibe 
gentleman  from  Massachaselts  in  rtspect  to  this 
law,  aad  thought  that  be  was  following  his  friend 
from  New  Yerh,  [Mr.  MoNaoi,]  who  so  eloquent- 
ly spoke  of  the  trast  fund  boiog  seized  upon,  which 
was  set  aside  for  specific  purposes.  He  ibooght 
he  was  following  these  ;entl»men  for  the  repeal  of 
the  law;  for  it  seemed  unjust,  and  as  he  conceived, 
ought  to  be  repealed.  Now  that  act  u  repealed, 
(said  Mr.  P.)  we  find  gentlemen  who  denonnced 
this  law,  speaking  agaimt  its  repeal.  He  could  not 
understand  this  system  of  legislation.  If  there 
were  specific  cases  of  lejaslice,  a?  stated  by  Ihe 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Tillinohist,] 
let  Ihe  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs bring  in  a  bill  to  obviate  them,  and  he 
would  cheerfully  vote  for  it.  He  believed  that,  to 
preserve  the  navy,  we  must  premrve  its  honor. 

The  law,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts and  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  was 
unjust,  and  Mr.  P.  was  for  its  repeal.  It  was  by 
pissing  snch  laws  that  we  struck  at  the  honor  of 
the  navy,  and  the  House  did  right  in  purging  the 
statute  book  of  the  unjust  law. 

In  case  the  House  should  refuse  to  reconsider  the 
vote,  be  hoped  the  ehairmaa  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee would  bring  in  a  bill  which  would  cover  the 
whole  matter,  and  do  justice  to  widows  and  orphans. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL,  after  a  review  of  the 
origin  of  the  navy  pen.Mon  laws,  contended  that 
the  law  of  1837  ought  not  to  be  repealed  without 
proper  notice  being  friven  to  the  persont  receiving 
pensions  under  it.  If  the  House  ihonghi  proper  to 
adopt  a  measure  of  this  kind,  he  ibougbt  at  least 
six  month>>'  notice  ought  to  be^iven,  as  otherwise  it 
would  cause  irreat  inconvenience. 

Mr.  SHEPARb  then  took  the  floor,  and  was 
proceeding  to  vindicate  his  amendment,  when 

A  mfSfflge  was  received  from  ihs  Senate,  by 
their  Secretary,  who  presented  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  that  lx>dy,  announcing  the  decease 
of  the  Hod.  Fkliz  QauNDT,  a  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee, and  paying  a  iribuie  of  re.tpeet  to  bis  me- 
mory. 

lie  resolutions  having  been  read, 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  of  Tennessee  rose,  and  in 
a  very  impre;aive  manner  pronounced  the  follow- 
ing euloginm: 

Mr.  Spsakbb:  The  painful  annnnciation  which 
we  have  ju:>l  heard,  makes  it  proper  that  I  should 
submit  to  the  House  the  resoluiions  which  I  now 
send  to  your  table. 

It  is  true  that  the  deceased,  at  the  time  uf  his 
death,  was  not  a  member  of  this  House:  but  he 
was  once  a  member  of  i^,  and  the  deep  and  inde. 
lible  impress  of  his  talents  and  patriotism,  whilst 
he  waa  here,  Ihe  lapse  of  nearly  thirty  years  has 
not  been  able  to  efface.  What  record  in  oor  ar- 
chives does  not  tell  of  his  great  and  invaluable  ser- 
vicer, in  1813,  '13,  aad  '14,  when  we  declared  and 
prosecuted  wiih  saccess  "the  second  war  of  inde- 
pendence," against  the  proudect  and  strong- 
est nation  in  the  worldt  The  bold  and 
tbrilljcg  eloquence  with  whish  he  urged  this 
body  is  declare  that  war,  and  the  readi- 
ness with  which  he  voted  for  all  the  supplies,  both 
of  men  and  money,  necessary  to  its  prosecution, 
identified  Mr.  GaoHOT  with  the  most  illaslrious 
patriots  of  that  eventful  period. 

Were  these  his  only  services,  a  Nation's  grati- 
tude m^ght  still  challenge  at  ow  handi,  as  well  as 
from  the  body  of  whicli  he  was  a  member,  soma 
tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  one  who  was, 
at  that  period,  so  wise  in  council  and  so  eminent  in 
debate. 

His  public  career  commenced  more  than  forty 
years  ago,  in  the  convention  for  revising  the  Coa- 
alitntion  of  Kentucky.  He  was  then  but  twenty- 
one  or  two  years  of  age;  but  exhibited,  during  the 


deliberations  of  that  body,  unerring  evidraoe  of 
his  future  usefulness  and  eminence. 

He  was  afterwards,  for  six  years,  a  distingniahed 
and  osefol  member  of  the  Legislature  of  that  Slate; 
losing  DOtbiag,  by  comparison,  with  any  of  Ihoaa 
eminent  lawyer*  aad  statesmen  of  which  Kenta^ 
has  always  been  so  prolific 

In  1806,  be  was  elected  one  ef  the  jodgea  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  that  Stale,  and  was  soon  af- 
ter appointed  its  Chief  Justiee,  and  discharged  Us 
duties  With  industry,  impartiality,  aad  distingoithed 
ability. 

In  the  winter  of  1807-'8,  he  removed  to  Tea- 
nessee,  and  for  several  yean  devoted  himself  ex- 
clusively to  the  praetiee  of  his  professioit,  in  which 
be  had  but  few  equals,  and  certainly  no  anperiors. 
To  say  this  of  any  one  who  came  in  forensie  col- 
lision with  such  men  as  Jom  Dickbmbov,  Judge 
HikTwooD,  Jexkir  Whitwidb,  Judge  Ovnrow, 
and  in  later  years  with  Judge  Cribb  and  Willum 
L.  Baowir,  is  no  ordinary  praise.  In  criminal  ju- 
risprudence, even  these  claimed  no  competitorahip 
with  him;  bat  he  stood  oat  in  adranee  of  aU  othen, 
unrivalled  as  an  able,  eloquent,  and  snoeessfol  ad- 
vocate. 

He  served  in  the  Legislature  of  Teiuwasee,  be- 
ginning in  1819,  about  the  same  length  <rf' dme  he 
had  done  in  that  of  Kentucky — placing  on  her 
statute  boek  some  of  her  most  valuable  laws,  and 
giving  to  her  legislation,  by  his  precepts  and  exun- 
ple,  much  of  that  moral  tone  and  liberality  of  priB- 
ciple  which  now  distinguishes  it 

In  1839,  Mr.  Grdndt  was  elected  to  Ihe  United 
States  Senate,  and  commenced  his  labors  in  that 
body  with  the  administration  of  General  Jacno*. 
What  bis  services  to  the  coontry  hare  been  since 
then,  either  as  a  Senator  or  Attonwy  General,  is 
too  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  all  to  need  to  be  re- 
peated on  the  present  occasion.  Bat  the  future 
history  of  this  country  (when  that  histtvy  can  be 
written  unbiassed  by  the  party  prejudices  of  die 
day)  cannot  fail  to  award  to  Mr.  OatmoT  the 
highest  meed  of  prai«e,  of  having  been  a  safe  aad 
discreet  Counsellor,  an  eloquent  and  efficient  Sena- 
tor, and  an  ludonbted  Patriot. 

The  loss  of  such  a  man,  at  any  time,  most  be 
felt  by  the  nation.  At  snch  a  moment  as  the  pic- 
reni,  when  America  stands  in  need  of  all  the  taleaii 
and  all  the  patriotism  of  a'.l  her  most  gifted  sons 
hit  loss  must  be  deeply  fell,  and  deeply  moamed' 
To  his  own  State,  that  he  so  dearly  loved,  whidi 
had  honored  him  so  often,  and  whose  recent  confi- 
dence in  him  I  know  he  was  anxious  to  repay  by 
the  moBl  devoted  seal  and  fidelity — to  Tennessee, 
his  loss  must  be  almost  irreparable.  But,  O  Qoi  i 
what  must  it  be  to  his  bereaved  family!  To  her,  who 
has  been  the  wife  of  his  bosom  from  yoaih  to  old 
age— from  the  days  of  his  poverty  to  those  of 
wealth  aad  of  fame !— to  her,  whom  we  (looking  to- 
ward Mr.  Toaaci)  so  lately  saw  watching  by  bis 
side,  with  such  conjugal  affection,  and  such  Chria- 
tian  hope ! — what  to  htr  must  be  his  loss !  What 
to  his  children  !  But  I  forbear:  1  have  ao  ijgjht  lo 
conduct  you  into  "this  hauss  of  monming,"  whose 
agonized  inmates  must  look  to  bo  earthly  coasee 
for  consolation  in  this  sad  bear  ef  their  bereatwa* 
meat  and  sorrow. 

Mr.  BROWN  tkea  sent  to  dm  Chair  the  follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Ruolttd,  uam^movttlii.  That  aa  a  teslimoay  of 
respect  for  the  memon  of  the  Hon.  Faux  QaDwor, 
late  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  ftMn, 
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tkis  Vions*  vill  go  into  mouraing,  and  wear  crape 
for  Ihirijr  days. 

Saoiitd,  That  as  a  farther  mark  of  respect  for 
the  mentoiy  of  the  deceased,  this  Honse  do  now 

Tbe  resolntioos  were  adopted;  and 
Tbe  House  adjoarned. 


Note. — From  Ihe, notice  of  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
TiLLiNORisT,  in  relation  10  the  navy  peniions  on 
Friday,  it  may  be  inferred  that  he  wan  opposed  to 
the  existing  law  of  1S37,  and  for  its  repeal.    Such 
was  not  his  intention.    On  the  contrary,  he  op- 
posed the  repeal,  aad  spoke  agaissi  eotertaining 
the  section  for  its  repeal  as  an  amendment  to  the 
appropriation  bill  under  consideration;  considering 
it  both  irregular  and  unjast.    He  said  if  there  wtre 
-  any  specific  abase,  a^some  gentlemen  alleged,  that 
conld  be  traced  to  that  law,  rather  than  to  other 
and  specific  legislation  or  to  misconstruction,  still 
this  furnished  no  ground  for  a  repeal  of  the  whole 
law  in  tttis  sttnimary  mode,  providing  no  snbstilnte, 
whereby  the  bread  would  instantly,  without  notise 
or  preparation,  be  taken  from  the  mouth  of  the  des- 
tiltile  widow  and  the  orphan  child  of  the  gallant 
men  whose  fund  we  had   taken  as  trustees,  and 
were  bound  to  administer  for  the  purposes  so  dear 
10  their  hearts.  He  referred  to  specific  instances  of 
hardship  and  cruelty,  as  well  as  as  gross  injustice 
and  impolicy,  which  the  repeal  would  produce,  and 
it  was  to  Uu$e  that  Mr.  Pickens  alluded  in  his  re- 
ply.   He  contended  for  a  reeomtferolion  of  the 
vote  hy  which  the  House  had  repealed  the  act  of 
1837;  having    personally  requested    one  or   two 
friends,  who  had  voted  in  the  majority  to  move  a 
reconsideration;  and  in  the  beginning  and  end  of 
hit  remark*,  maintained  that  the  act  of  183Twas 
a  portion  of  a  system  honorable  to  the  country, 
and  due  to  the  navy,  and  ought  not  to  be  repealed; 
bat  if  the   imperfeciious  or  abuses  existed,  they 
thouldbe  considered  in  tlie  shape  of  a  separate  bill 
for  their  correction,  which  I  was  led  to  believe  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  would  ere  long  re- 
port. 

IN  SENATE, 
WKomsDiT,  December  30,  1840. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  Depvtment  of  State,  in  answer  to  a  reso- 
la^on  of  the  Senate  of  33d  inst.  directing  the 
Seeietary  of  Ssate  to  communicate  to  the  Senate 
the  retans  of  the  census  of  this  year,  so  far  as  re- 
ceived into  his  office,  giving  only  the  aggregate  of 
the  popnlalien  in  each  State  or  Territory,  de.s-ig- 
itating  the  number  of  whites,  of  free  persons  of  co- 
lor,and  all  other  persons,  in  three  separate  columns, 
and  stating  how  far  the  returns  are  incomplete  in 
any  State  or  Territory;  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Aho  a  communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partmeot  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  21st  inst.  requesting  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  send  to  the  Senate  all  the  documents  and 
papers  relating  to  the  reporti  of  the  riilTerent  boards 
of  eommiasioners  actint;  noder  the  act  for  the 
final  adjasunent  of  cla'.ms  tolinds  in  the  State  of 
Lon'siana,  approved  Febrnary  6, 1835;  which  was 
refefred  10  the  Committee  oa  Private  Land 
Claims. 

Mr.  L.ITMPEIN  presented  the  petition  of  John- 
son K.  Rogers;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connectictit  presented  the  peli- 
tioB  of  the  heirs  of  Silas  Deane;  «hich  was  referred 
to  the  Comnittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Warbam  Kingsiey,  how  on  file,  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pen^sions. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Williams;  wbj^  was  referred  to  the  Committee  en 
Claims. 

On  oiotion  by  Mr.  PHELPS,  the  petition  and  pa- 


dels  of  Hannah  Anith,  now  on  file,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  Ibepeliiion  of  John 
Ltndis,  ptaying  that  Congress  may  purchase  cer- 
tain pictures;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Laud  Claims. 

Mr^  WRIQHT  presented  the  memorial  of  a 
large  nnmber  of  citizens  of  Onondaga  coanty,  N. 
Y.  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  general  backrupt 
law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRtQHT,  the  petition  of 
John  Polbemns,  now  on  file,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  LDMPKIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Avery,  Saltmarsh  and  Co. 
reported  the  same  without  araeniment. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  corporate  authorities  of  the  eity  of  Mobile, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  B.  and  on  his  mo- 
tion, the  bill,  by  unanimous  consent,  was  considered 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  B.  from  ihs  came  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  making  compensation  to  the  State 
of  Maine  for  the  services  of  her  militia,  reported 
die  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  B.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  com- 
panies of  Michigan  militia,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
the  heirs  of  Madam  De  Lusser,  reported  a  bill  for 
their  relief;  which  was  read,  and  oidered  to  a  se- 
cond reading. 

Mr.  L.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Miguel  Eslava  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  L.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Pierre  Bonhomme,  reported  a  bill  for  their 
relief;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Maxwell,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gurdon  S.  Hub- 
bard, Robert  A.  Ejnscy,  and  others;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  the  bill  for  the 
equalization  of  the  pay  of  the  army  was  taken  up, 
and  Mr.  P.  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
having  submitted  an  amendment  thereto,  the  bill, 
as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  from  the  Cooimitlee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Ro.ids,  to  which  was  refened 
a  memorial  from  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  for 
a  clianga  in  the  mode  of  carrying  the  mail  on  a  cer- 
uin  roote,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further 
eonrideration;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  R.  from  he  same  cummi;tee,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Fritnci.'i  A.  Harrison;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  srcond  reading. 

Mr  HUB  SARD,  from  the  Comraiitee  on  Clannf, 
to  which  were  referred  certain  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  settlement  and  payment  of  certain  claims  of 
the  State  of  Alabama;  wbich^was  read,  and  ordered 
10  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  also,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  PaX" 
ton;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  the  fuither  consideration  of  the 
memorials  of  John  Pritchett  and  Thomas  C.  Hur- 
djcb;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr,  BENTON  gave  notice  that,  on  tome  conTe- 


nient  day,  where  there  was  a  general  attendance  of 
Senators,  he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
abolish  the  salt  tax,  and  repeal  the  fishing  bounties. 

Mr.  PULTON,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  iatrodoce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Samuel  Norris  and  Frederick  Sangraln, 
of  Arkansas;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Landr. 

UNIFORM  BANBRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  from  the  CommiUee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  various  me- 
morials on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  uniform  system  of  bankroptcy 
throu);hoat  the  United  States;  which  was  read,  and 
order  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  C.  said  this  bill  was  similar  iii  substance 
with  the  bill  which  passed  the  Senate  at  the  last 
session.  As  prompt  action  on  the  bill  was  desira- 
ble, he  wished  to  make  snch  disposition  of  it  as 
would  enable  the  Senate  to  dispose  of  it  at  it«  ear- 
liest convenience.  The  bill  was  then,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  C.  made  the  order  of  the  day  for'ihe  7ih  of 
January. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  cede 
the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  new  States 
on  certain  conditions  therein  named,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize 
experimenti  to  be  made  on  the  application  of  steam 
to  harbor  defence. 

Mr.  LINN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Enoch 
Evans: 

Mr.  WALKER,  in  pursuance  of  previons  notice 
asked  and  obtainecl  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  ra- 
linqoi&h  to  the  State  of  Mississippi  the  two  per 
cent,  which  accrued  upon  her  admission  into  the 
Union;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  Committee  oa  Public  Lands, 
to  which  was  referred 

A  bill  for  creating  a  new  land  district  in  the 
Slate  of  Missouri,  and  for  changing  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  Southwest  and  Western  land  district  in 
said  Slate; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  Legislature  of  Lonisiana 
to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  appropriated. f.9r  the  use 
of  scbix)Is  within  that  Sta'e; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee 
to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  us* 
of  schools  within  that  State; 

A  bill  to  confirm  the  survey  and  location  of 
claims  for  lands  in  the  Slate  of  Mississippi,  east  of 
Pearl  river  and  south  of  the  3 1st  degree  of  north 
atitude; 
reported  the  Fame  without  amendnent. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  submitttd  the  following  re- 
solution for  consideration: 

BuoUtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  re- 
port 10  the  Senate  a  list  uf  thS' drafts  drawn  by  the 
Treasury  Department,  or  by  its  order,  that — ^be, 
tween  the  28ih  day  of  Febrnary,  1839,  and  the  4th 
day  of  Jnly  last,  and  ali^o  since  the  4th  day  of  July 
last — bare  been  protested  for  non-paymsiit,  or  that 
have  been  presented  for  payment,  and  rema'n  un- 
paid; exhibiting,  in  a  tabular  form,  theda'eof  sue!! 
draft;  the  names  of  the  payees;  the  names  and  of- 
fice of  the  drawees;  the  place  where  payable;  the 
time  when  payable;  the  amount;  the  lime  when 
presented;  and  the  time  when  protested. 

CHARTER  OF  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  MERRICK  submitted  a  motion  directing 
the  Secrei»ry  of  the  Senate  to  cause  the  bill  to 
amend  an  1  continue  in  force  the  acts  to  incorpo- 
rate the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Wa.shington, 
which  was  some  days  since  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Diitriet  of  Colombia  to  be  published  in 
the  daily  newspapers  of  the  city.  His  object  in 
making  the  motion  was  to  give  the  citiz''ns  who 
were  so  much  interested  in  the  matter  xn  opportu- 
nity  of  examining  the  bill,  and  enable  them  to  sag- 
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gest  saeb  amendments  to  the  committee  as  (hey 
might  deem  nsefol  or  expedient. 

After  some  remarks  from  Air.  KING,  Mr. 
M&RRICK  modified  his  motion,  so  as  to  bar*  the 
bill  printed  for  the  ose  of  the  Senate. 
>  The  bill  is  in  the  following  words: 
A  BILL  to  amend  and  coutiaae  in  force  the  act  to 
incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  ciiy  of  Wash- 
ington. 

St  it  enacted  6jr  the  Senate  and  Hottu  o/JUfratniar- 
livttctf  tie  Uniitd  StaUt  of  Amtriea  in  Congreu  at- 
lemblfd.  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington shall  continae  to  be  a  body  politic  and  cor- 
porate, by  the  name  of  "the  Mayor,  Board  of  Alder- 
man, and  Board  of  Common  Conncil  of  the  city 
of  Washington,"  to  be  elected  by  ballot  as  herein- 
after directed;  and  by  their  corporate  name,  may 
sne  and  be  used,  implead  and  be  impleaded,  grant, 
leceire,  and  do  all  other  acts,  as  natural  persons, 
and  may  purchase  and  hold  real,  personal,  and 
mixed  property,  or  dispose  of  the  same  for  the  be- 
nefit of  ibe  city;  and  may  have  and  nsa  a  city  seal, 
and  break  and  alter  the  same  at  pleasure. 

Sec.  3.  Jlnd  he  itfurtKer  enacted.  That  the  pre- 
sent boards  of  aldermen  and  common  conncil  shall, 
before  the  last -Monday  in  May  next,  divide  the 
city  into  a  number  of  wards  not  fewer  than  six, 
aikd  not  exceeding  ten,  in  snch  manner,  and  with 
sach  manner,  and  with  such  bounds  aad  limits,  as 
to  secure  to  each,  as  near  as  may  be,  an  equal  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  said  city. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  an  elec- 
tion shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  June  next 
for  mayor  of  the  said  city,  to  serve  for  two  years 
from  the  Monday  next  ensuing  his  election;  and 
that  a  similar  election  for  said  officer  shall  be  held 
on  the  first  Monday  in  Jone  in  every  second  year 
thereafter,  at  the  same  time  and  places  designated 
for  holding  ihe  elections  for  the  two  boards,  to  serve 
for  the  same  period,  and  until  a  successor  shall  be 
chosen.  The  commissioners  hereinafter  mention- 
ed, shall  make  out  duplicate  certificates  of  the 
election  of  mayor,  and  shall  return  one  to  the 
boatd  of  aldermen,  and  the  other  to  the  board  of 
common  council,  on  the  Monday  next  ensuing  the 
election,  and  the  person  having  the  greatest  nom- 
her  of  votes  shall  be  mayor.  But  in  case  two  or 
more  persons,  highest  in  vote,  shall  have  an  equal 
number  of  votes,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
board  of  aldermen  and  the  board  of  common 
council  to  proceed  forthwith,  by  ballot,  in  joint 
meeting,  to  determine  the  choice  between  such  per- 
sons, and  to  elect  one  of  the  same  to  be  mayor. 
The  mayor  shall,  on  the  Monday  next  ensuing  his 
election,  before  he  enters  on  the  duties  of  bis  office, 
in  the  presence  of  the  boards  of  aldermen  and  com- 
mon council,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  to  be  ad- 
ministered by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  "lawfully  t« 
execute  the  duties  ot  his  office^  to  the  best  of  his 
skill  and  judgment,  witbour  favor  or  partia- 
lity." He  shall,  ex  officio,  have  and  exer- 
cise all  the  powers,  authority,  and  jurisdic- 
tion of  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
eoim^  of  Wasbiitgton,  within  the  ttaid  county. 
He  shall  nominate,  and,  with  the  consent  of  the 
board  of  aldermen,  appoint  to  all  offices  under  the 
corporation,  except  commissioners  of  election,  and 
may  remove  any  snch  officer  from  office  at  his  will 
and  pleasure.  He  shall  appoint  persons  to  fill  up 
all  vacancies  which  may  occur  during  the  recess  of 
the  board  of  aldermen,  to  hold  such  appointments 
10  the  end  of  the  then  ensuing  session.  He  may 
cOnveite  Ibe  two  boards  when,  in  bis  opinion,  the 
public  good  may  reqaiie  ii;  and  he  ihall  lay  before 
them,  from  time  to  time,  in  writing,  such  recom- 
mendations of  measures  or  al'eralioos  in  the  laws 
of  the  corporation  as  he  may  deem  necessary  and 
proper.  He  shall  receive  for  his  service?,  annu- 
ally, a  just  and  reasonable  compensation,  to  be  al- 
lowed and  fixed  by  the  two  boards,  which  sbsU 
neither  b;  increased  noc  diminished  during  his  con- 
tinuance in  office.  Any  person,  who  is  a  free 
while  male  citizen  of  the  United  Stater,  who  shall 
have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  who 
^haU  have  resided  in  the  city  two  years  immediately 
preceding  his  election,  shall  be, eligible  to  the  office 
of  mayor.  In  case  of  the  refusal  of  any  person  to 
accept  the  offioe  of  mayor  upon  his  election  thereto, 
01  of  his  death,  resignation,  inability,  or  Temov«U 


from  the  city,  the  said  boards  shall  assemble  and 
elect  another  in  his  place,  to  serve  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  term,  ordnrine  snrh  inability. 

Sec.  4;  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  board 
of  aldermen  shall  be  composed  of  a  number  of 
members  equal  to  the  number  of  wards  into  which 
the  city  may  be  divided,  one  of  #hom  shall  be 
elected  by  the  qualified  voters  in  each  ward,  to  r^ 
side  therein  at  the  time  of  his  election,  and  to  serve 
for  two  years  from  the  Monday  next  ensuing  his 
election.  The  first  election  for  aldermen  shall  be 
held  on  the  first  Monday  in  June  next,  and  on  the 
same  dsy  in  the  same  month  every  second  year 
thereafter.  The  board  of  commsn  council  shall 
consist  of  two  members  from  each  ward,  to  be  cho- 
sen by  the  qualified  voters  in  each,  t>o  reside  therein 
at  the  lime  of  their  election,  and  to  serve  for  one 
year  from  the  Monday  next  ensuing  their  election. 
The  fiist  ejection  for  members  of  the  board  of 
common  conncil  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday 
in  June  next,  and  on  Ahe  same  day  in  the  same 
month  every  year  thereafter.  Any  free  white  male 
citizen  of  the  UnitedStates,  who  shall  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  resided  in  the  city 
one  year  immediately  preceding  his  election,  shall 
be  eligible  to  the  boara  of  aldermen  or  the  board  of 
common  council.  A  majority  of  each  board  shall 
be  necessary  to  form  a  quorum  to  do  business,  but 
a  less  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day;  they 
may  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members,  in 
such  manner,  and  nnder  snch  penalties,  and  allow 
such  compensation  for  the  attendance  of  tha 
mtmbers,  as  ihey  may  by  law  provide.  E^h 
board  shall  appoint  its  own  president,  who 
shall  preside  during  its  sessions,  and  who 
shalt  he  entitled  to  role  on  all  questions; 
they  shall  settle  their  rules  of  proeeedings,  appoint 
their  own  officers,  regulate  their  respective  compen- 
sations, and  remove  (hem  at  pleasure,  and  may, 
with  the  concurrence  of  three  fourths  of  (he  whole, 
expel  any  member  for  disorderly  behavior  or  raal- 
conduct  in  office,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the 
same  offence.  Each  board  shall  keep  a  journal  of 
its  proceedings,  and  die  yeas  and  nayi  shall  be  en- 
tered therein  at  the  rrquest  of  any  member;  and 
their  deliberations  shalt  be  public.  All  ordinances 
or  acts,  passed  by  the  two  boards,  shall  be  sent  to 
the  mayor  for  his  approbation,  and  when  approved 
by  him,  shall  be  obligatory  as  such;  but,  if  the 
mayor  shall  not  approve  of  any  ordinance  or  ac, 
so  sent  to  him,  he  shall  return  the  same  within  five 
days,  with  his  reasons  therefor  in  writing;  and,  if 
two-thirJs  ef  both  boards,  on  reconsideration  there- 
of, agree  te  pass  (he  same,  it  shall  be  in  force  in 
like  manner  as  if  he  had  approved  it;  but,  if  the 
two  boards  shall,  by  their  adjournment,  prevent  its 
return,  the  same  shall  not  be  obligatory.  Each 
board  shall  meet  at  the  council  chamber  on  the  se- 
cond Monday  in  June  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  for  the  despatch  of  bosinets,  and  at  the 
same  hour  on  the  second  Monday  in  June  in  every 
year  thereafter;  and  at  such  other  times  as  the  two 
boards  may,  by  law,  direct. 

Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  enaeted,  That  there  shall 
be  elected  in  and  for  each  ward,  by  the  qualified 
voters  resident  therein,  on  the  first  Monlay  in 
June  next,  and  on  the  same  day  in  the  same  month 
every  fourth  year  (hereafter,  one  justice  of  the 
peace,  to  serve  for  four  years  from  the  Monday 
next  ensuing  his  election.  Any  free  white  male 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  have  attain- 
ed ihs  age  of  twenty-five  year^,  and  resided  in  the 
city  one  year  immediately  preceding  his  election, 
shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  one  eon- 
stable  in  and  for  each  ward  shall  be  elected  by  the 
qualified  voters  resident  therein,  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  June  next,  and  on  the  same  day  in  (he  same 
month  every  year  thereafter,  to  serve  for  one  year 
from  the  Monday  ensuing  his  election.  Any  free 
whire  male  ci(izen  of  (he  United  States,  who  shall 
have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  re- 
sided in  (he  city  one  year  immediately  preceding 
his  election,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  offioe  of  eon- 
stable.  In  case  of  the  resignation,  inability,  death, 
or  removal  from  the  city,  of  any  justice  of  the 
peace  or  constable,  during  the  term  for  which  he 
may  be  elected,  tbt  vacaaoy  shall  be  SIM  b/  a 


new  election  in  the  ward  in  which  such  racane/ 
may  ooenr,  to  be  held  within  ten  days  from  tha 
lime  of  its  occurrence. 

Ssc.  7.  Jbid  bt  it  further  enacted,  That  everjr 
free  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  S*ate8i  who 
shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
and  shall  have  resided  in  the  city  of  Washingtoa 
one  year  immediately  preceding  the  election,  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote  for  mayor,  members  of  the  board 
of  aldermen,  and  common  conncil,  justices  of  ih« 
peace,  and  constables,  and  for  every  other  oflleer 
authorized  to  be  chosen  at  any  popular  election  un- 
der this  charter.  The  declaradon  of  one  credible 
wimess,  nnder  oath  or  affirmation,  as  to  the  citizen- 
ship or  residence  reqoircd  as  aforesaid,  shall,  in  any 
case  where  objection  is  made  to  the  reception  of  a 
vote,  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  snfficient  proof 
to  entitle  any  citizen  to  vole  at  elections. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  itfulhir  enieted,  That  all  electioiis 
shall  be  held  nnder  the  superintendence  of  three 
commissioners  in  each  ward,  to  beapffbinted  by  the 
two  boards,  in  joint  meeting,  at  least  tea  days  pre- 
vious to  the  day  of  each  eleetion;  and  it  shall  be  die 
doty  of  the  commissioners,  so  appointed,  to  give  at 
least  five  days'  previous  notice  en  the  place  in  each 
ward  were  such  elections  are  to  be  held.  The  said 
commissioners  shall,  before  they  reeeive  any  bal- 
lot, severally  take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  to  be  ad- 
ministered by  some  jtistiee  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  of  Washington,  "truly  and  faithfnllyuo  re- 
ceive and  return  the  votes  of  snch  persons  as  are 
by  law  entitled  to  rote  for  mayor,  members  of  the 
board  of  aldermen  and  board  of  common  conncil, 
justice  of  the  peace  and  constables,  in  their  respee- 
tive  wards,  according  to  the  best  of  their  jadgmeat 
and  understanding,  and  not  knowingly  to  reeeive 
or  return  the  vote  cf  any  person  who  is  not  legidly 
entitled  to  the  same."  In  a'.l  elections,  under  this 
act,  the  polls  shall  be  opened  at  nine  o'clock  in  lb* 
morning,  and  be  closed  at  seven  o'clock  in  the 
evening  of  the  same  day.  Immediately  on  closing 
ihe  polls,  and  before  they  separate,  the  said  com- 
missionen  for  each  ward,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  count  the  ballots,  and  make  out,  nnder  their 
hands  and  seals,  a  correct  return  of  the  persons  hav- 
ing the  greatest  number  of  legal  votes,  respectively, 
together  with  Ihe  number  of  voles  given  to  each  per- 
son voted  for;  and  the  person  having  the  greatest 
number  of  votes,  respectively,  shall  be  duly  elected; 
and,  in  all  cafes  of  an  equality  of  votes,  the  com- 
missioners shall  decide  the  choice  by  lots.  The 
said  returns  shall  be  delivered  to  the  mayor  on  the 
day  succeeding  the  election,  who  shall  cause  (he 
result  of  the  election  to  be  pnblidied  in  some  news- 
paper printed  in  the  city  of  Washington.  A  da- 
plicate  retnm  shall,  together  with  a  list  of  the  persona 
who  voted  at  such  election,  also  be  made,  on  the 
day  snoceediag  (he  election,  to  ihs  register  of  the 
eity,  who  shall  preserve  and  record  the  same;  and 
shall,  within  two  days  thereafter,  notify  the  several 
persons,  so  returned,  of  their  election.  And  each 
board  shall  judge  of  the  legality  of  th«  elections, 
returns,  and  qoalifieations,  of  its  own  members,  and 
shall  supply  vacaueies  in  its  own  body,  by  caos- 
ing  elections  to  be  held  to  fill  the  same,  and  ap- 
point commissionsrs  to  hold  the  same;  and  such 
commissioners  shall  give,  at  least,  fire  days'  pre- 
vious public  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  hold- 
ing pablle  electiona  Each  of  the  -members  of 
either  board  shall,  before  entering  on  the  duties  of 
his  office,  lake  an  oath  or  affirmation  "faithfully  lo 
execute  the  duties  of  his  office,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  ability,"  which  oath  or  affirma- 
tion shall  be  administered  by  the  mayor  or 
some  justice  for  the  |>)>ace  of  the  county  of 
Washington.  The  safd  commissioners  (ball, 
also,  make  out  duplicate  returns  of  the  persons 
receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  foi  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  and  constables,  and  transmit 
the  same  to  the  mayor,  by  whom  they  shall  respe^ 
lively  be  commissioned.  In  case  of  an  eqnal  num- 
ber of  votes  for  any  two  or  more  candidates  for 
Justices  or  constables,  the  commissioners  shall  de- 
cide the  choice  by  lotc.  In  case  of  the  death,  reslg- 
niation,  or  inability  to  leive,  of  any  commissioner 
of  eleetion,  it  sbaU  be  lawful  for  the  mayor  to 
make  an  appointment,  in  writing,  to  fill  such  va- 
cancy, whieh  appointment  shall  be  retomed  to  the 
register,  with  the  return  of  sach  tlecticn.    And  in 
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I  Ibe  two  brards  shall  n^lect  to  appoint  com^ 
missionan  to  hold  die  election  ia  any  ward,  the 
eketora  present  at  the  place  of  holding  the  election 
in  snch  ward  at  the  time  when  snch  election 
sbonld  commence,  to  the  number  of  ten  or  more^ 
najr  proceed,  viva  Me«,  to  elect  three  commissioner* 
to  h<^  SQch  election,  who  shall  be  sworn  and  pro- 
ceed in  alliespects  as  if  they  had  been  appointed  by 
the  two  boards  aforesaid. 

Sxc.  9.  Jnd  it  it  furtker  mtetii.  That  the  cor- 
poration aforesaid  shall  have  fail  power  and  an- 
ihprity  to  lay  and  collect  a  poll-tax  upon  every  free 
white  male  citizen  of  the  ige  of  twenty-one  years 
or  upward,  not  exceeding  one  dollar  per  annum; 
and  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  upon  the  real  and  per- 
sonal property  within  the  said  city:  Prrrided,  That 
BO  tax  ahalt  be  laid  upon  real  pioperty  at  a  higher 
late  than  three  quarters  of  one  per  centum  on  the 
asaeasaient  raluaiion  thereof,  except  for  ttie  special 
pwpoaes  hereinafter  provided;  and  that  no  tax  shall 
be  laid  npon  the  wearing  apparel,  or  necessary  tools 
•ad  Unplenwnta  used  in  carrying  on  the  trade  or . 
oeeapation  o(  any  person,  oor  shall  the  same  be 
•abject  to  distress  and  sale  for  any  tax;  and,  after 
proTJdfng  for  all  obj«eis  of  a  general  nature,  the 
taxes  ntised  on  the  assessable  property  in  each 
ward  shall  be  expended  therein,  anil  in  no  other, 
10  establish  a  board  of  health,  with  «ompe- 
test  authority  to  enforce  its  regulations,  and  to  es- 
tablish snch  other  regulations  as  may  be  necessary 
to  prevent  the  introdactiou  of  conia^ons  diseases, 
•pa  for  the  preservation  of  the  health  of  the  city; 
to  prevent  and  remove  nuisances;  to  establish  night 
wmiehas  or  patrols,  and  erect  lamps  in  the  streets; 
to  preserve  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  and 
Aaaeoetia  rivers  adjoining  the  city;  to  erect,  repair, 
•ad  regnUUB  public  wharves,  and  to  deepen  CTeeks, 
doeks^  aikd.basins;  to  regulate  the  manner  of  erect- 
ing aad  the  rates  of  wharfage  at  private  wharves; 
to  rq^Iate  the  stationing,  anchorage,  and  mooring 
of  vessels;  to  provide  for  licensing,  taxing,  and 
ttgolaiing  auctions,  retailers,  ordinaries,  and  ta- 
vern*, hackney  carriages,  wagpns,  carts,  and  drays, 
pawnbrokers,  venders  of  lottery  tickets,  money 
ehangei^,  and  hawkers,  and  pedlars;  to  provide  for 
Ueensing,  taxing,  regalating,  or  restraining  theatri- 
cal or  public  shows  and  amusements,  to  restrain  or 
prohibit  tippliag-houses,  lotteries,  and  all  kinds  of 
gaming;  to  regulate  and  establish  markets;  to  erect 
•ad  repair  bridges;  to  open  and  keep  in  repair 
•treeli,  avenues,  lanef,  alleys,  drains,  and  sewers, 
agreeably  to  the  plan  of  the  city;  to  supply  the  city 
with  water;  to  provide  for  the  safekeepii^  of  the 
standafd  weights  aad  measures  as  fixed  by  Con- 
giecs,  and  for  the  regulation  of  all  weights  and 
measures  used  in  the  city;  to  regulate  the  sweeping 
of  chimneys,  and  to  fix  the  rates  or  fees  therefor,  to 
provide  for  the  prevention  and  exinguish- 
meat  of  fires;  to  regulate  the  siae  of  bricks 
to  be  made  or  used,  and  provide  for  ths  inspection 
oflamber  and  other  bnilding  materials  to  be  sold 
in  the  city;  to  regulate,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  manner  of 
erecting  and  the  materials  to  be  used  in  the  erec- 
tion of  houses;  to  regulate  the  iaspection  of  tobacco, 
flour,  butler,  and  lard,  in  casks  or  boxes,  and  salted 
provisions  to  regulate  the  goaging  of  casks  and 
Ijqupis,  the  storage  of  gnnpowder,  and  all  naval 
•nd  aiilitary  stores  not  the  propeity  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  the  weight  and  quality  of  bread;  to  im- 
pcae  and  appropriate  floes,  penalties,  and  forteitures, 
for  the  breach  of  iheir  laws  or  ordinances;  and  to 
provide  for  the  appointment  of  inspectors,  constables, 
and  such  other  officers  as  may  be  necessary  to  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  the  corporation. 

Sac.  10.  Jl»d  tie  U  fitrther  enae'-ei.  That  the  said 
corporation  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
lay  taxes  on  particular  wards,  parts,  or  sections  of 
die  ciiy,  for  their  particular  local  improvemenlt; 
and,  upon  application  of  the  owners  of  mote  than 
oae^half  of  the  properly  npon  any  portion  of  a 
sueet,  to  caqae  the  curb  stones  to  be  set,  and  the 
footways  to  be  paved,  on  such  portion  of  a  street, 
and  to  lay  a  tax  on  such  property  to  the  amount  of 
the  expense  thereof:  Provtdeil,  Tbat  such  tax  shall 
not  exceed  three  dollars  per  front  fool;  and,  upon 
•  Ilka  apiitlieation,  te  eauie  the  carriage  way  of  any 
portioa  of  •  street  to  be  paved,  or  lamps  to  be 
'   dwnoBi  and  lieht  ths  «aa«,  aitd  lay 


a  tax  not  exceeding  the  whole  expense  thereof, 
in  due  proportion,  on  the  lots  frontiitg  on  «ieh 
portion  of  a  street;  and  also  to  impose  an 
addition  or  interest  on  the  amounts  of  any 
such  taxes,  not  exceeding  ten  per  centum  per  an- 
num, when^be  same  shall  not  have  been  paid 
within  thirty  days  after  the  same  shall  have  be- 
come due.  The  said  corporation  shall  also  have 
power  and  authority  to  provide  for  the  establish- 
ment and  superintendence  of  public  schools,  and  to 
endow  the  same;  to  establish  and  erect  hospital*  or 
pest-houses,  watch  and  work  houses,  houses  of 
correction,  penitentiary,  and  other  public  buildings, 
and  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  for  the  expenses  there- 
of; to  regulate  party  or  other  walls  and  fences,  and 
to  determine  by  whom  the  same  shall  be  kept  in 
repair;  to  cause  new  alleys  to  be  opened  through 
the  squares,  and  te  extend  those  already  laid  out, 
upon  the  application  of  the  owners  of  more  than 
one-half  the  property  in  each  squares:  Pmiiid, 
That  the  damages  whi^h  may  accrue  thereby  to 
any  individual  or  individuals  shall  be  first  ascer- 
tained by  a  jury,  to  be  summoned  and  empanelled 
by  the  marshal  of  the  District  of  Ckilumbia  (and  it 
is  hereby  made  his  duty  to  summon  and  empanel 
the  same,  in  all  snch  cases,  upon  application  to 
him,  in  writing,  by  the  mayor  of  the  city,)  and  such 
damagies  to  bk  paid  by  the  corporation;  the  amount 
thereof,  and  the  expenses  accruing,  shall  be  levied 
in  due  proportion  upon  the  individuals  whose  pro- 
perty on  such  square  shall  be  benefited  thereby, 
and  collected  as  other  taxes  are;  to  occupy  and 
improve  for  public  purposes,  by  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  any 
part  of  the  public  and  open  spaces  and  squares 
in  said  city,  not  interfering  with  any  private 
rights;  to  regulate  the  admeasurement  and  weight 
by  which  all  articles  brought  into  the  city  for 
sale  shall  be  disposed  of;  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  appraisers  audmeynrera  of  builders' 
work  and  materials,  and  also  of  wood,  coal,  grain, 
and  lumber;  to  restrain  and  prohibit  the  nightly  and 
ether  ditorderly  meetings  of  slaves,  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes,  by  imprisonment,  not  exceeding  six 
months  for  any  one  offence;  and  to  punish  such 
slaves  by  whippit^,  not  excfediog  forty  stripes, 
or  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months  for 
any  one  offence;  and  to  punish  free  negroes  and 
mulaitoes,  by  penalties  not  exceeding  twenty  dol- 
lars for  any  one  offence;  and  in  case  of  inability  of 
any  such  free  negro  or  mulatto  to  pay  any  suclt 
penally  and  cost  tbtrmn,  to  cause  him,  or  her,  to 
be  confined  to  labor  for  any  time  not  exceeding  six 
calender  months;  to  cause  all  vagrants,  idlers,  or 
disorderly  persons,  all  persons  of  evil  life  or  ill 
fame,  and  all  such  as  have  no  visible  means  of 
support,  or  are  likely  to  become  chargeable  to  the 
corporation  as  paupers,  or  are  found  begging  or 
drunk  in  or  about  the  street,  or  loitering  in  or 
about  tippling-honses,  or  who  can  show  no  reason- 
able cause  of  business  or  employment  in  the  city, 
an  1  alt  snspieious  persons  who  have  no  fixed  place 
of  residence,  or  who  canot  give  a  good  account 
of  'themselves,  all  eaves-droppers  and  night- 
walkers,  all  who  shall  be  guilty  of  open  pro- 
fanity or  grossly  indecent  laosnage  or  behavior 
publicly  in  the  streets,  all  public  prostitutes  and 
such  as  lead  a  notoriously  lewd  or  lascivious 
course  of  life,  and  allsuch  as  keep  public  gam- 
ing-tables oi  gaming-hooses,  to  give  security 
for  their  good  behavior,  and  to  indemnify  the  city 
against  any  charge  (or  their  support;  and  in  case 
of  their  refusal  or  inability  to  give  such  security, 
to  cause  them  to  be  confined  to  labor  until  such  se- 
curity shall  be  given,  not  exceeding  however  one 
year  at  a  lime;  but  if  they  shall  be  lonnd  again  of- 
fending, the  like  proceedings  may  be  again  had; 
and  from  time  to  time,  so  often  as  may  be  necessa- 
ry to  enforce  the  departore  of  such  vagrants  and 
paupers  as  may  come  into  the  city  to  reside,  nnle; s 
they  shall  give  ample  security  that  they  will  net  be- 
come chargeable  on  the  corporation  for  their  sup- 
port; to  provide  for  the  binding  out,  as  apprentice*, 
of  poor  orphan  children,  and  thechildren  of  drunk- 
ards, vagrants,  and  paupers;  to  prescribe  the  terms 
and  conditions  npon  which  free  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes may  reside  in  the  city;  to  lake  care  of,  and 
regulate,  burial  grounds;  to  provide  for  the  regis- 
tering of  births,  dMlha,  and  muiiagia)  to  paniih 


corporeally  any  colored  servant  or  slave,  for  a 
breach  of  any  of  their  laws  or  ordinances;,  an  lee 
the  owner  or  bolder  of  such  servant  or  %lsve  shall 
pay  the  fine  in  such  cases  provided;  and  (o  pass  all 
laws  which  shall  be  deemed  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  execution  Uie  powers  vested  by 
this  act  in  the  said  corporation  or  its  o$cers, 

Sac.  11.  .andieil  fiirtker  auekd,  That  the  mar- 
shal of  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  reoeive  and 
safely  keep  within  the  jail  for  the  county  of  Waih<- 
ington,  at  the  expense  of  the  said  corporation,  ail 
persons  committed  thereto,  under  or  by  acthortty  of 
the  provisions  of  this  acL  And  in  all  oases  when 
iuit  shall  be  brought  before  a  justice  of  the  peaoe, 
for  the  recovery  of  any  fine  or  pjnatty  arisug  ot 
incarredfor  abieachof^any  law  or  ordinance  of 
the  corporation,  execution  shall  and  may  be  israed 
as  in  all  other  cases  of  small  debts. 

Sue.  13.  And  ht  it  further  enseltd.  That  teal  pro- 
perty, whether  improved  or  aoimproved,  ia  the  city 
of  Wa^ingtoh,  on  which  two  or  mere  years'  taxes 
shall  have  remained  due  and  unpaid,  or  on  which 
any  special  lax,  iimposed  by  virtue  of  authority  ef 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  have  remained 
unpaid  for  two  or  more  years  after  the  same 
shall  have  become  due,  or  so  much  thereof,  not 
leas  than  a  |ot,  (when  the  property  upon  which  the 
tax  has  accrued  is  not  less  than  that  quantity,)  as 
may  be  necessary  to  pay  any  such  taxes,  with  all 
legal  costs  and  charges  arising  thereon,  may  be  sold 
at  public  sale  to  satisfy  the  corporation  therefor: 
Prov<<lal,  That  public  notice  of  the  lime  and  place 
of  tlw  sale  of  all  real  property,  for  taxes  dae  the 
corporation  of  ihe  city  of  Washington,  shall  be 
given  in  all  oases  hereafter,  by  advenisemeot  in- 
serted in  some  newspaper  published  in  said  city, 
one*  in  each  week,  for  at  least  twelve  successive 
weeks,  ia  which  advertisements  sludl  be  stated  die 
number  of  the  square  or  squares,  the  number  of 
the  lot  or  lots,  (if  the  square  has  been  divided  iato 
lots,)  the  name  or  names  of  the  person  or  persons 
to  whom  the  same  may  be  assessed  on  the 
books  of  the  corporation  at  the  time  of  such 
advertisemsnt,  the  amount  of  the  tax  due  on 
each  square  or  lot,  the  period  for  which  Ihe 
same  shall  be  due,  and  the  aggregate  aauawt 
of  taxes  due  on  all  real  property  assessed,  in 
the  name  of  the  same  person  or  persons;  bnt 
when  a  whole  square  is  assessed  to  the  same  person 
or  persons,  though  divided  into  lots,  it  may  be  as- 
sessed and  advertised  as  If  the  same  was  not  di- 
vided. And  no  sale  of  real  properly  for  tax«f 
hereafter  made,  shall  be  impaired  or  void  by  rea- 
son of  such  property  not  being  assessed  or  adver- 
tised in  Uie  name  or  names  of  the  lawful  owner  or 
owners  thereof:  Pr'Mldtd,  Tm  same  shall  be  ad- 
vertised as  above  directed,  or  by  reason  of  the 
amount  of  taxes  due  thereon  not  bring  eorreedy 
stated.  The  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  any  saeh 
property  shall  pay,  at  the  time  of  such  sale,  the 
amouat  of  the  taxes  due  on  the  property  so  pur- 
chased by  him,  her,  or  them,  respectively,  with  the 
amount  of  the  expentes  of  sale;  and  be,  she,  or 
th«y,  shall  psy  the  residue  ef  the  purchase  money, 
within  ten  days  after  Ihe  expiration  ot  two  years 
from  the  day  o(  siile,  to  the  collector  of  taxes,  or 
oihtr  officer  of  the  corporation  authariaed  to  receive 
the  same;  and  the  amount  of  said  residue  shall  be 
placed  in  the  city  treasury,  where  it  shall  rrmain, 
subject  to  the  order  of  the  oiiginal  prnprietor  or 
proprietors,  his,  her,  or  their  legal  reprsseatalivet; 
and  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  shall  receive  a  title 
in  fee  simple,  in  and  to  the  lot  or  Ids  so  said  and 
purchased,  uader  ths  hand  of  the  mayor  and  the 
seal  of  the  corporation,  whtnh  shall  be  di  emed  good 
and  valid  in  law  aad  equity:  PrmUed,  netertitUm, 
That  if,  uithin  two  years  from,  the  day  of  any 
such  sale,  or  before  such  purchaser  or  purcha- 
sers shall  have  paid  the  res.doe  of  the  purchase 
money,  as  aforsiiaid,  the  proprietor  or  pro- 
prietors of  any  properly  which  shall  have  been  sold 
as  aforesaid,  hi»,  her,  or  their  heiry,  agents,  or  legal 
representatives,  shall  repay  to  such  purtihaser  or 
pnrchaserj  the  moneys  paid  for  tbe  taxes  and  ex- 
penses a  <  aforesaid,  together  with  the  per  ceatnnt 
per  annum,  as  interest  thereon,  or  make  a  tender 
thereof,  or  shall  deposite  the  same  in  &e  hands  of 
the  mayor  of  the  city,  cr  othvr  officer  of  the  oorpo- 
ralieo  appointed  to  r^xcive  the  vtaaAvt  the  use  ef 
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such  pvrehBwr  or  pareh«ser»,  and  subject  to  the 
order  of  his,  h»r,  or  their  heirs  or  legal  represenia- 
tives,  of  whfth  soch  purchaser  or  purchaiers,  his, 
hw,  or  their  beirs  or  le^tal  representatives,  shall  be 
immadiately  informed,  by  notice  in  some  newspa- 
per printed  in  the  city  of  Washington,  or  other- 
wise, h«,  she,  or  they,  shall  be  reinstated  in  his, 
her,  or  their  oiiginal  right  and  title,  as  if  no  sach 
sale  had  been  made.  And  if  any  snch  purchaser 
shall  fail  to  pay  the  residue  of  the  purchase  money, 
as  aforesaid,  within  the  time  required  by  this  fee- 
tioD,  for  any  properly  so  pnrcbased  by  him,  he  shall 
pay  tern  per  ce&tam  for  annum  as  interest  (hereon, 
and  in  addition  to  snch  residne,  to  be  compated 
from  the  expiration  of  the  two  years,  as  aforesaid, 
antil  the  actual  payment  of  such  residue,  and  ibe 
receiving  of  a  conveyance  from  the  corporation; 
and  the  safd  inteiest  shall  alike  be  subject  to  the 
order  of  the  original  proprietor  or  proprietors, 
as  the  residne  of  the  purchase  money,  as  afore- 
said: Proridtd,  al$o.  That  no  sales  shall  be  made, 
in  pursnanca  of  this  section,  of  any  improved 
real  property,  where  there  is  personal  property 
of  snffieient  valne  to  pay  the  said  taxes;  and  (hat 
minors,  mortgagees,  or  others,  having  equitable  or 
real  property,  which  property  shall  be  sold  for 
taxes,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  one  year  after 
such  minors  coming  to,  or  being  of,  foil  age,  or 
after  each  mortgagees  and  others,  havisg  equitable 
interests.  Obtaining  possess'ion  of,  or  a  decree  for, 
the  sale  of  snch  properly,  to  redeem  the  property 
so  sold  from  the  pnrchaser  or  purchasers,  his,  her, 
or  their  assignees,  or  paying  the  amount  of  par- 
chase  money  so  paid  therefor,  with  ten  per  centum 
iamest  thereon,  as  aforesaid,  and  all  (he  taxes  that 
have  bsen  paid  thereon  by  the  purchaser,  or  his  as- 
signs, between  the  day  of  sale  and  the  period  of 
sBch  redemption,  with  the  ten  per  centum  interest 
on  the  amount  of  such  taxes,  and  also  the  full 
value  of  the  improvements  which  may  have  been 
made  or  erected  on  such  property,  by  the  pnrcha- 
ser, or  his  assigns,  while  (he  same  was  in  his,  her, 
or  their  possession:  .Snd  provided,  morener,  That 
where  the  estate  of  (he  tenant  in  defanli,  as  for 
years  or  for  life  or  lives,  shall  be  sufficient  to  defray 
the  taxes  chargeable  thereupon,  such  estate  only 
thall  be  liable  to  be  sold  under  the  provisions  of 
tbisaet. 

Sxa  13.  jtnd  be  it  further  enaettd.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  collector  or  other  ofScer  (duly  au- 
thorized) to  postpone,  after  such  advertisement,  the 
sale  of  any  property  advertised  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  fortgoing  section,  to  any  fatnre 
day,  for  the  want  of  bidders,  he  giving  pnblio  no- 
tifit  of  tuch  postponement,  and  the  sale  made  at 
sach  postponed  time  shall  be  equally  valid  as  if 
made  on  the  day  stated  in  Ibe  advertisement. 

Sxc.  14.  J3nd  he  it  furUier  enacted.  That  (he  per- 
son or  persons  appointed  (o  collect  any  tax  imposed 
by  virtue  of  the  powers  granted  by  this  act,  shall- 
have  authority  to  collect  &e  same  by  distrees  and 
sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  persons  charge- 
able therewith;  but  no  such  sale  shall  be  made 
unless  ten  days'  previous  notice  thereof  be  given  in 
some  newspaper  printed  in  the  city  of  Washington. 
And  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  assembly  of 
Maryland  now  in  force  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, relating  to  the  right  of  replevying  personal 
properly  taken  in  execution  for  public  taxes,  shall 
appjy  to  all  cases  of  personal  property  taken  by 
distress  to  satisfy  taxes  imposed  by  virtue  of  this 
act. 

Sec.  15.  Jlni  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all 
eases  of  sales  of  real  property  for  taxes  due  the 
said  corporation,  when  such  sale  shall  not  have 
been  made  according  to  law  and  void,  it  ^hall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  corporation  on  the  appli- 
cation of  the  pnrchaser  or  other  person  enti- 
tled nnder  him,  to  refund  and  pay  to  such  perscn 
or  persons  the  amonnt  paid  by  him  or  thera,  on  ac- 
count of  such  purchase,  and  also  the  subsequent 
taxes  accrued  and  paid  en  the  said  property,  and 
to  re-assess  the  amonnt  of  taxes  so  ref^inded  on  the 
property  on  which  the  same  shall  have  accrued, 
which  shall  be  collected  in  the  manner  as  piovided 
by  law  for  the  collection  of  other  taxes,  at  any 
lime  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  aAer  (he 
same  shall  be  so  re-assessed. 

Bmo.  16.  Jtni  be  U  furthtr  tfUKted,  That  it  shall 


be  lawful  for  the  said  corporation  where  there  shall  { 
be  a  number  of  lots  assessed  to  the  same  person  or 
persons,  to  sell  one  or  more  of  such  lots  for  the 
taxes  and  expenses  due  on  the  whole;  and  also  to 
provide  for  the  sale  of  any  part  of  a  lot  for  the  taxes 
and  expenses  due  on  the  said  lot  or  oll^r  lot^  as- 
sessed to  the  same  person  as  may  appear  expe- 
dient, according  to  such  rules  and  reguladons  as 
the  said  corporation  may  prescribe. 

Sec  17.  And  be  it  further  enaeUd,  That  the  levy 
court  of  (he  connty  of  Washingtoa,  in  the  Dis*rict 
of  Columbia,  shall  not  possess  the  power  of  atsess- 
iiig  any  tax  on  property  in  the  city  of  Washington; 
nor  sball  the  corporation  el'  the  said  city  be  obliged 
to  coBtribme  in  any  manner  toward  the  expenses  or 
expenditures  of  said  court,  except  for  the  one  half 
part  of  the  expenses  incurred  on  account  of  the 
orphans'  coart,  the  office  of  the  coroner,  the  jail  of 
the  saidcouiily,  and  the  opening  and  repairing  of 
roads  in  the  connty  of  Washingion,  east  of  Rock 
creek,  leading  directly  t^  the  city  of  Washington, 
but  the  said  corpofalion  shall  have  the  sole  control 
and  management  of  the  bridge  over  Rock  creek  at 
the  termination  of  K  sireet  north;  and  shall  be 
chargeable  with  the  expense  of  keeping  the  same  in 
repair  and  rebuilding  it  when  necessary. 

Sec.  18.  Jlnd  be  it  fuHher  enacted,  That  the  clerk 
of  the  circuit  court  and  the  register  of  wills  for  the 
connty  of  Washington,  respectively,  shall  furnish 
the  register  of  the  city  or  other  officer  of  the  corpo- 
ration appointed  to  receive  the  same,  on  or  about 
the  first  Monday  in  January  and  July  in  every 
year,  correct  lists  of  (he  transfers  of  real  property 
in  the  city  during  the  next  preceding  half  year,  ro 
far  as  can  be  ascertained  by  the  records  in  their  re- 
speetivs  office;.;  and  the  said  corporation  shall 
make  to  the  said  clerk  and  register  of  wills  such 
compensation  therefor  as  shall  be  agreed  on  between 
the  respective  iparties,  not  exceeding  six  cents  for 
each  transfer  on  mc^  lists. 

Sec.  19.  Jlnd  he  it  farther  enaettd.  That  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Public  Buildinos,  or  other  person 
appointed  to  superintend  the  United  Slates  disburse- 
ments in  the  city  of  Washington,  shall  reimburse 
to  the  said  corpojation  a  just  proportion  of  any  ex- 
pense which  may  hereafter  be  incurred  in  laying 
open,  paving,  or  otherwise  improving  any  of  the 
streets  or  avenues  in  front  of,  or  adjoining  to,  or 
which  may  pass  through  or  between  any  of  the 
public  squares  or  reservations,  which  proportion 
shall  be  determined  by  a  comparison  of  the  length 
of  the  front  or  fronts  of  the  said  squares  or  re- 
servations of  the  United  States  on  any  snch  street 
or  avenue,  with  the  whole  extent  of  the  two 
sides  thereoC;  and  he  shall  cause  the  cnrb  stones 
to  be  set,  and  footways  to  be  paved,  on  the  side 
or  sides  of  any  soch  street  or  avenue  when- 
ever the  said  corporation  shall,  by  law,  direct  snch 
improvements  to  be  made  by  the  proprietors  of 
the  lots  on  the  opposite  side  c^  any  such  street  or 
avenue,  or  adjacent  to  any  inch  square  or  reserva- 
tion; and  he  shall  cause  the  footways  to  be  paved, 
and  the  curb  stones  to  be  set,  in  front  of  any  lot  or 
lots  belonging  to  the  United  Sta'es,  when  the  like 
improvements  sball  be  ordered  by  the  corporation 
in  front  of  the  lots  adjoining,  or  squares  adjacent 
thereto;  and  he  shall  defray  the  expenses  directed 
by  Ibis  section  out  of  any  meneys  arising  from  the 
sale  of  lots  in  the  city  of  Washington  belonging  to 
the  United  Sialer,  and  from  no  other  fund. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  itjwther  enacted,  That  (be  may- 
or, the  members  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  and  (he 
membsrs  of  the  board  of  common  council,  and  the 
other  officeri  of  the  corporation,  in  office  at  this 
time,  shall  and  may  continue  as  snch  until  the  se- 
cond Monday  in  June  next. 

Sec.  si.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  cor- 
poration of  the  city  of  Washingion  shall  not  have 
power  to  contract  any  debt  for  which  the  property 
of  the  citizens  shall  be  mortgaged  or  held  in  lien, 
or  the  public  property  pledged  tor  the  payment  of 
the  same,  without  a  previous  sanction  thereof  by 
the  voles  of  two-thirds  of  the  legalized  voters  of 
the  city  of  Washington,  to  be  ascertained  by  an 
advertised  poll,  by  ballot,  to  be  hotden  at  the  usual 
placfs  of  holding  elections  for  city  officers. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  Ufiirtker  enacted,  That  (he  cor- 
poration shall  have  no  power  to  issue,  or  authorize 
to  be  isf  ned,  any  biUs  of  credit,  or  promissory  notss. 


which  shall  pass  as  a  currency  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  or  elsewhere. 

Sec.  23.  Anlbe  it  jwtker  enacted.  That  (his  act 
shall  continue  in  force  for  and  during  the  term  of 
ten  years,  and  ho  longer;  but  Congress  may,  at 
any  time,  alter,  modify,  amend,  or  repeal,  the  same. 
Aad  all  acts,  or  pans  of  acts,  ordinances,  or  parts 
of  ordinances,  inconsistent  wilh  any  of  the  provi- 
sions of  this  aC,  are  hereby  repealed. 
BILLS  PASSED. 
A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Lemuel  White-, 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Maiigaret  Barnes,  widow 
of  Elijah  Barnes; 
A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  David  Waller; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Collins; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bassett; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Richard  T.  Banks,  of  the  Siate  of  Arkansas; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  toad- 
just  and  pay  to  Benjamin  Murphy,  of  Arkansas, 
the  valne  of  his  corn,  cattle,  and  hogs,  taken  by 
the  Cherokee  Indians  in  (he  month  of  December, 
1838; 
A  bill  for  (be  relief  of  Joab  Seely; 
A  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  procure  steam  vessels  for  the  revenue  ser- 
vice;' 

A  bill  allowing  drawback  on  foreign  merchandise 
exported  in  the  original  packages  to  C!hihuahna  and 
Santa  Fe,  in  Mexico; 

A  bill  (o  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  an- 
thorize  the  Siate  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and 
perfect  tides  to  certain  lands  therein  described,  and 
to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropri- 
ated lands  within  the  same,"  passed  the  ISth  day 
of  AprU,  1806; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  Rathbone; 
A  bill  further  toai^end  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  taking  the  sixth  census  or  enumera- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,"  ap- 
proved March  3,  1839; 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  (o  complete 
the  removal  of  the  raCt  of  Red  riyer,  and  for  other 
purposes;  and 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Selraa  and  Tennes- 
see Railroad  Ompany; 
were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS. 
The  bill  to  establish  a  Board  of  Commissioners 
to  bear  and  examine  claims  against  the  United 
States,  coming  up  on  its  third  reading — 

Mr.  CALBOUN  said  be  did  not  rise  to  oppose 
this  bill,  though,  as  he  understood  it,  it  was  one  of 
the  most  pernicious  acts  ever  passed;  be  had  ex- 
pressed his  view  of  its  character  on  former  occa- 
sions, and  he  would  now  content  himself  wilh  ask- 
ing that  the  question  upon  it  be  taken  by  the  ayes 
and  noes. 
The  ayes  and  noes  having  been  ordered, 
Mr.  HENDERSON  concurred  with  the  Senator 
from  Sonih  Carolina  that  (bis  was  a  pernicious  bill, 
and  he  expressed  his  intention  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  MANQUM  said,  bad  as  was  the  bill  in  it- 
self, it  also  involved  a  profound  change  in  the 
practice  on  private  claims;  and  as  there  were  some 
Senators  who  were  not  on  the  floor  during  the  dis- 
cussions on  this  subject  at  previous  sessions,  h« 
asked  the  Senator  from  New  Uamj;ishire  [Mr.  Htra- 
BABo]  to  permit  this  bill  to  lie  on  the  table,  to  give 
the  new  Senators  an  opportunity  to  become  an- 
qualnted  with  it.  The  Eubject  was  an  important 
one;  it  involved  a  principle  which  profoundly  af- 
fected the  rights  of  the  Government  and  the  rights 
of  individuals;  and  though  it  had  been  much  dis- 
cussed at  previous  sessions,  for  the  reason  be  had 
given,  he  hoped,  for  the  present,  it  would  be  laid 
on  the  fhble. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  was  about  to  make  the  same 
motion  when  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
rose,  who  bad  uniformly  been  opposed  to  it  from 
the  commencement.  The  Senator  from  South  Ca- 
rolina viewed  it  in  a  diflervnt  light  than  he  (Mr. 
Hobbird)  did,  and  that  opinion  be  IMr.  CALBOim] 
had  expressed  heretofore,  as  he  had  done  this  day; 
but  his  (Mr.  Hobbibd's)  opinion  was,  that  if  it 
should  pass,  as  it  had  done  at  the  two  lastsessions, 
it  would  be  found  in  its  operation  to  be  a  great 
saving  to  the  Government,  and  also  to  the  bonest 
Claimant,  and  (hat  it  woold  be  found  to  be  of^posed 
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to  those  claiois  which  htd  no  right  in  themselves 
to  be  granted.  He  was  aware  of  ibe  necessity  for 
some  general  legislation  of  this  kind,  and  he  was 
snre  that  if  the  Senator  from  Soath  Carolina  had 
serred  as  a  member  of  the  committee  with  him, 
(Mr.  HoBBARD,)  he  would  have  come  to  a  different 
conclusion  than  be  had  done.  Being  desirous  that 
it  should  lie  on  the  table  until  it  could  be  «za- 
mined  by  the  new  Senaiors,and  its  obj*ct  ascertain- 
ed, he  would  renew  the  motion  to  effect  that  bb-  ^j 

jeou  ■♦ 

Mr.  HUNTINOTON  also  desired  (bat  it  should 
be  laid  on  the  table,  as  be  was  desiroos  to  examine 
the  biU. 

Mr.  LINN  said  this  bill  had  passed  at  ibe  last 
three  or  four  sessions,  if  he  recollected  rigb',  when 
it  was  fully  disjussed,  besides  being  four  times  re- 
ported on — twice  by  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and 
twice  b;  the  Judiciary  Committee;  he  was  there- 
fore surprised  to  find  the  geiitleman  {Mr.  Ciloodn] 
objecting  to  it  again, as  he  bad  done  year  after  year, 
and  especially  as  tbal  honorable  Senator  had  not 
offered  any  measure  as  a  substituie.  He  (Mr. 
Linn)  would  vote  for  any  measure  that  woulJ  do 
more  justice  to  the  private  claimant,  f<.r  no  system 
conld,  by  any  posslvility,  be  worse  than  the  pre- 
sent Of  this  be  was  convinced  by  their  legisla- 
tion; and  he  regrelted  that  honorable  Senators  bad 
not  seen  the  distress  of  the  widows  and  children 
of  land  elaimants,  occasioned  by  the  delay  in  the 
disposal  of  their  claims;  for  he  was  sore,  if  they  had, 
they  would  giro  to  this  subject  that  disposal  which 
would  lead  to  a  speedier  determination  of  private 
claims,  while  a  due  regard  was  not  only  paid  lo 
Ibe  rights  of  the  citizen,  but  to  the  nation  at  laroe. 
He  was  understood  to  say  that  from  1,500  to  3,000 
bills  of  this  de'cription  were  repcrted  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  during  the  last  session;  and  he 
had  himself  repor'^d  a  bill  sii  years  ago,  which 
had  not  been  acied  on  yet.  He  did  nut  charge 
neglect  of  duty  on  any  one;  but  he  was  satisfied 
that,  in  the  first  place,  this  body  was  two  large  and 
too  transient,  and  in  the  next  place,  that  it  was 
too  political.  The  questions  involved  in  these  claims 
were  someiimes  of  an  abstruse  character,  and  it 
itequired  time  to  acquire  such  a  knowledge  of  and 
acqaainianee  with  tbt  m  as  was  necessary;  but 
how  often  did  it  follow,  that,  when  this  knowledge 
was  obtained,  Senators,  who  held  the  doctrine  of 
the  right  of  instractio*,  resigned  their  seats,  and 
others  came  in  who  had  lo  pursue  the  same  course 
of  inquiry?  For  bis  part,  bis  profession,  as  well 
as  his  bab:ts  of  thought,  led  him  to  look  at  and 
regard  individual  suScring;  bnt  the  other  side  ap- 
peared to  act  like  the  soldier  on  the  field  of  battle, 
who  treads  on  friends  or  foes  in  the  pursuit  of  his 
object.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  might 
pa  I  sue  his  coarse  of  opposition;  be  (Mr.  Linn) 
should  pursue  a  different  course. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  bad  no  intention  to  de- 
bate this  question  when  he  called  for  the  ayes 
and  noes;  and  he  submitted  to  gentlemen  op- 
posite, whether  it  was  proper  that  this  bill 
sboald  be  laid  on  the  table,  after  a  debate  on  one 
side  only.  If  gentlemen  were  desirous  of  a  discus- 
sion, he  (Mr.  CALuaim)  was  prepared  to  go  into  it. 
He  was  convinced  that  the  system  proposed  by  this 
bill  was  not  ouly  worse  than  the  existing  sji  Mem, 
but  infinitely  «oisc — that  it  was  the  wur»t  that 
coald  be  deviled.  The  Senator  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  Linm]  bad  expressed  his  surprise  that  he  (Mr. 
Calhoun)  had  proposed  nothing  as  a  sabsiitnle. 
Now,  had  he  not  again  and  ag<iin  made  proposi- 
tions in  that  cbamber,«nd  had  net  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Tappab]  proposed  that  this  body  should 
adopt  some  sucti  rule  a*  was  adopted  by  all  judicial 
badie;",  to  regulate  cases  of  this  dcscrip'ion,  and  to 
pat  a  limi'aiion  to  tbe^e  application  1  B^t, losbow 
the  evil  of  the  exi-Ming  system,  the  claims  migKt  be 
decided  a  hundred  times,  aud  jet  they  might  be  re- 
newed irom  time  to  time.  Now  there  ought  not  to 
be  thii  perpetual  renewal  of  these  claim«;  bat  a 
claim  twice  presented  and  twice  rejecied  should  not 
have  another  hearing,  unless  on  the  allegation 
of  new  testimony  lb*l  was  believed  to  be  im- 
portant to  the  case.  He  bad  made  prnpos  tions 
on  other  occasions  to  remedy  these  evils,  and  to 
facilitate  the  disposal  of  the  increasing  business 
(rpm  the  new  States,  which  would  have  dimiiii»h- 


ed  the  private  business  at  least  one-third,  if  the 
proposition  bad  been  adopted.  Now,  without  go- 
ing into  the  merits  of  the  present  bill,  he  desired  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  fact  that  it 
proposed  to  create  two  commissioners,  with  power 
vastly  superior  to  that  held  by  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court — two  men  who,  though  members 
of  Cangress  were  not  to  be  permitted  to  be  solici- 
tors before  them,  yet,  as  the  board  would  be  heid 
here  io  Washington,  and  as  the  commissioners 
were  lo  be  removable  by  the  Elxecuiive  ai  any  mo- 
ment, an  improper  influence  might  be  brought  to 
It&T  upon  ihtm,  and  ibey  would  not  be  indepen- 
drnt  men.  Again;  there  was  no  proposed  limita- 
tion of  the  cases  of  which  they  were  to  dispose. 
Now  such  a  tribunal  never  was  known  in  this  or 
any  other  country.  If  it  decided  against  the  United 
Slater,  its  decision  was  final;  but  if  against  the 
claimant,  the  door  remained  open  to  petition 
again  and  again,  and  the  rcKult  would  be 
that  the  claims  would  be  renewed  perpetually, 
as  they  had  been  biiberlo.  They  would  have, 
too,  the  claims  for  the  five  millions  ef  Fiench 
spolia'ions  of  forty  year^'  standing,  if  there 
were  no  limitation  to  the  powers  of  these  com- 
missioner.'; and,  therefore,  be  was  opposed  to  this 
bill  on  principle;  be  was  opposed  to  it  on  the  prin 
ciple  of  exp'diency;  he  was  opposed  to  it  in  every 
view  in  which  it  could  be  presented.  But 
he  did  not  now  wish  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  the 
bill;  he  was  disposed  to  let  it  go  without  remark, 
but  he  could  not  consent  to  do' so  if  gentleman  rose 
there,  one  after  another,  to  make  speeches  for  the 
purpose  of  foresialling  public  opinion. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  was  disposed,  too,  to  let  the  bill 
go,  for  he  had  heard  precisely  the  same  arguments 
urged  the  Hst  three  years  that  were  urged  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina;  notwithstaKdiog 
which,  the  bill  bad  received  the  favorable  action  of 
several  past  sessions.  He  was  very  willing  that 
every  Senator  should  have  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine the  subject;  and  if  no  other  gentleman  de- 
sired to  make  further  remarks,  he  would  again 
move  that  this  bill  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LINN  did  not  ncol'ect  any  such  proposition 
of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  for  a  better 
system;  and  be  then  discussed  some  of  the  details  of 
the  existing  practice,  and  again  expressed  bis  opi- 
nion that  this  body  was  too  political  fur  the  proper 
disposal  of  ihe  business  arising  out  of  thefe  private 
claims.  When  the  Treasury  was  full,  thtre  wa^ 
felt  to  be  less  obstruction  than  when  the  foontain 
was  dried  up,  when  there  appeared  to  be  not  only 
an  unwillingness  to  examine  them,  but  a  desire  lo 
let  them  go  over  to  the  next  session,  or  to  some  fu- 
ture time.  He  was  not  sure  that  he  was  in  order 
in  making  these  remarks;  and  iheiefore,  he  would 
not  longer  continue  the  discussion. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  repealed  that  he  had  contem- 
plated a  general  rule  by  which  no  petition,  after 
two  rejections,  conld  be  in  order. 

Mr.  MANQUM  did  not  wish  lo  be  understood, 
by  asking  for  time,  as  having  a  preconceived  ppi- 
nion  against  this  bill.  He  desired  to  look  into  this 
measure,  because  it  proposed  a  great  and  profound 
change — a  change  wbicb,  unless  it  were  well 
guarded,  would  be  f  reductive  of  great  mischief. 
He  de.'ired  now  to  vary  his  mction  from  that  which 
he  made  when  first  up — he  wished  the  posipone- 
m«nt  of  ihe  bill  to  a  day  certain;  and  be  named 
Monday  wr»k  as  that  day. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  this  was  a  bill  to  which  he 
had  given  bis  .ire nnous  opi^osilien  on  other  occa- 
lions,  and  to  which  he  was  still  opposed.  He 
wished  to  call  the  allenlion  of  the  Senate  to  the 
fact,  that  this  bill  proposed  the  establishmtnt  of  a 
board  cf  cemmissioners  to  supersede  the  purposes 
of  this  Government  in  the  dispo-al  of  claims,  no 
matter  what  they  miaht  be,  whf ther  fir  Indian 
etepredatinns,  land  claims,  or  oiherwis?.  If  this 
board  were  esiablL''bed,  it  would  alone  have  cogni- 
zancf  of  claims  against  the  Ctovernment,  and  it 
w,5uld  then  hi  a  useless  expense  lo  have  a  Con- 
gress at  all,  beyond  the  mere  necessity  of  meetirg 
to  make  such  appropriations  at  were  necessary  for 
the  liquidation  of  the  claims  which  these  commis- 
sioners might  deci<le  against  Ihe  United  States.  He 
hoped  those  Senators  who  had  come  fresh  from  the 
people,  would  join  the  opponents  of  this  bill,  who 


on  previous  occasions  were  sixteen  in  number.  If 
it  were  passed,  they  would  adopt  a  measnie  which 
overthrew  maoh  of  the  legitimate  power  and  jgris- 
diction  of  Congress,  and  gave  it  to  tWo  commis- 
sioners, with  an  extension  of  power  not  only  over 
this  country,  but  to  Europe,  and  Asia,  and  Africa, 
to  procure  testimony.  The  expense  of  this  proce- 
dure weald  be  of  great  magnitude,  and  after  all, 
the  honorable  Senator  told  them  they  had  the 
power  to  revise  the  commissionen'  prooeedingit 
But  if  they  were  ultimately  to  come  to  this  body, 
a  committee  would  still  be  necessary  to  examiiM 
the  testimony  in  the  several  cases,  for  be  sappoaed 
Ihe  Senate  would  not  be  disposed  to  take  it  in  Ihe 
rough;  and,  therefore,  ht  hoped  a  bill  would  not 
be  passed  to  appoint  commissioners  to  do  that 
which  a  committee  must  do  over  again.  If  aoae 
gentlemen  wonld  take  np  less  time  with  their 
speeches  about  log  cabins  and  other  things  of  as 
little  value,  the  Senate  would  be  able  to  dis' 
pose  of  more  real  business,  and  this  or  any  other 
board  would  be  unnecessary. 

Mr.  LINN  rose  amidst  cries  of  "daestion," 
"Ctneation;"  and  after  a  few  words  of  remonsiraaoe 
against  a  long  postponement  of  the  bill  as  calcolar 
ted  to  delay  it  to  the  end  of  the  session,  when  it 
would  share  the  fate  which  it  had  met  on  other  oc- 
casions, he  suggested  to  the  Senate  the  propriety  of 
allowing  the  bill  to  pass  inlormally. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  MANGUM,  the 
bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  mot.on  of  Mr.  TAPPAN,  Ihe  bill  to  confirm 
to  the  State  of  Indiana  the  land  selected  by  her  for 
that  portion  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  catial  which 
lies  between  the  mouth  of  the  Tippecanoe  river  and 
Terre  Haute,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  taken  ap. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  opposed  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
He  laid  that  in  the  first  section  of  this  bill,  it  was 
proposed  to  enact:  "That  there  be,  and  there  hereby 
i',  confirmed  to  the  Siaie  of  Indiana,  the  land  se. 
lecied  by  her,  under  Ihe  provisions  of  the  act  of 
scconl  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty* 
seven,  entitled,  'An  act  to  grant  a  certain  quantity 
of  land  to  the  Slate  of  Indiana,  for  the  pnrpoie  of 
aiding  the  State  in  opening  a  casal  to  connect  the 
waters  of  the  Wabash  with  those  of  Lake  Erie,' 
for  that  portion  of  the  canal  between  the  moaib 
of  the  Tippecanoe  river  and  Terre  Haute,  as  retant- 
ed  by  said  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 
This  was  il^  fact  a  proposition  lo  grant  to  the  Stale 
of  Indiana  144,000  acres  of  land;  but  to  this  he  did 
not  rise  to  object,  if  the  grant  were  made  specifical- 
ly to  aid  the  con>truction  of  a  canal  between  the 
points  mentioned;  but  he  objected  to  ihe  passage  of 
this  bill  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  presented.   He 
then  preceeded  to  review  the  grounds  on  which  this 
bill  was  urged  upon  the  attention  of  Cangresji,  and 
the  history  of  legislation  respecting  thi<  canal.    He 
said,  during  the  last  session  of  Congress  they  had 
a  report  presented  to  the  S'^na'e  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Roads  and  Canals,  which  placed  this  claim 
on  the  ground  of  a  similar  grant  having  been  made 
to  the  State  of  Ohio  to  complete  the  canal  from  the 
boundary  line  of  Indiana  to  Like  Erie.    Now  the 
facts  were  these:  the  law  of  1837  granted  land  to 
aid  the  Siate  of  Indiana  to  opan  a  canal  to  connect 
the   waters  of  the  Waba-.h  with  ihoje  of  Lake 
Erie;  after  the  paisage  of  that  lav,  the  Sale  of  In- 
diana— by  a  taw  passed  on  the  231  of  January, 
1829 — located  her  canal  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tippe- 
canoe river;  and  the  land  was  surveyed  and  select- 
ed, and  ibe  grant  wa<!  confirmed  to  the  foot  of  the 
Manmee  rapids.    The   law   of  1S37  granted  to 
the   Siaie  «if   Indiana    the    land    ihat    was   ne. 
ccKsary    for    the     construction     cf     the    canal 
within  the  State  of  Ohio — that  is,  from  the    In- 
diana lii^e  lo  Lake  Erie;   but  for  some  reason 
the  Slate  of  Indiana  proposed,  in  1834,  to  cede  lo 
the  Stite  of  Ohio  the  whole  of  the  land  lying  witk- 
ia  that  S  ate,  t  n  the  condition  that  the  State  of  Ohio 
would  make  that  part  of  the  canal  within  her 
boundaries.    This  proposition  was  acceded  to  by 
the  Stale  of  Ohio,  but  in  this  agreement  it  was  ex- 
pressly stipulated,  that  Uie  State  of  Ohio  was  not 
to  b  abound  by  any  location  contemplated  within 
that  Slate  for  the  proposed  canal,  bat,wastobe  at 
liberty  to  make  her  own  location  throughont.  Ohio 
accepted  lh5  ce.-sion  on  these  ierm.=;  but  there  arose 
a  dispute  between  the  State  of  Objo  and  (he  Tern 
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iory  ot  Michagu  lespeciiag  tht  boandary  line  be- 
tween then;  uidirtiUe  Ikat  diipnte  ooniinaed,  ihe 
SiMe  of  Oblo  delayed  ihe  coasiraetioa  of  the  canal 
'wtiUnitaat  Stale.  She  made  no  location  for  the 
eual  ontil  ihe  Slh  of  April,  1836,  when  the  loca- 
liom  was  made  Irom  the  line  of  Indiana  to  Man- 
■tM  Bliy.  An  application  was  accordingly  made 
to  Co^ress  for  the  land  selected,  and  Coogress 
made  the  grant  as  desired;  bnt  now  the  State  of 
Indiana  came  in  and  claimed  the  right  to  make  an 
eitension  of '  her  canal,  ninety  miles,  from  the 
month  of  the  Tippecanoe  river,  and  asked  for  a 
grant  of  two  hnndi«d  and  forty  thousand  acres  of 
land  for  that  purpose,  which  was  donble  the 
qaantity  originally  set  down,  and  the  mak- 
faig  of  a  new  location  from  the  moaih  of  Tip- 
|«canoe  river  <lo  Terre  Haute;  and  this  was 
claimed  under  the  law  of  1827,  which  was  entirely 
Complied  with  on  the  completion  of  the  agreement 
^Htb  the  Stale  of  Ohio.  Now,  as  he  had  before  in- 
timated, he  had  no  objection  to  grant  to  the  Stale 
of  Indiana  this  quantity  of  land,  bnt  he  contended 
.  that  the  grant  ought  not  to  be  made  under  the  law 
of  18S7,  when  all  the  rights  and  privileges  granted 
by  that  law  bad  been  received  and  enjoyed  by  her. 
It  might  be  said,  and  he  presumed  it  would  be 
said,  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  that  that  State 
had  the  right  to  locate  her  canal  to  navigable  wa- 
ter; and  so  she  had;  and  she  did  so  when 
•he  located  the  canal  to  the  month  of  the 
Tippecanoe  river,  at  that  point  of  the  War 
bash.  Now,  assuming  these  to  be  the  factp, 
he  thonght  it  would  be  better  to  make  a  distinct 
grant  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  aid  her  in  this  pro- 
pMed  canal  extension;  and  he  therefore  moved  that 
this  bill  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee  oii 
Roads  and  Canals,  with  instractions  to  report  a 
grant  of  the  requisite  land  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  defended  the  bill  at 
great  length,  and  real  to  the  ^nate  the  report 
which  he  made  during  the  last  session,  as  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  in 
which  the  facts  on  which  he  relied  were  embodied 
in  a  compact  form. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  rose  to  reply,  but  yielded  to  a 
motion  for  adjournment. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSB  OP  RBpiisENTATiyES. 
WcDMXsDir,  December  30,  1840. 
After  the  journal  had  been  read, 
Mr.  ADAMS  asked  leave  to  introduce  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

1.  Ra»lved,  That  the  inve!!tment  in  the  stocks 
of  (he  several  States  of  this  Union  of  funds  held 
by  ih:  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  tnut, 
is,  to  the  amount  of  the  sums  so  invested  and  of 
the  interest  thereon,  an  assumption  by  the  United 
Staie3  of  the  debts  of  the  said  several  States,  in 
the  event  of  their  failure  punctually  to  pay  the 
same. 

2.  ResolttJ,  Thit  the  pnrcha%,  by  authority  of 
any  Ezecniive  D.2partment  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  Slates,  of  the  bonds  of  any  of  the  States 
of  this  Union,  at  their  nominal  value  or  with  a  pre- 
mium thereon,  and  ihe  sabseqnent  sale  of  the  same 
bands  at  a  discoaDt,is  an  nnwarrantabte  and  waste- 
fnl  dilapidation  of  public  fands. 

3.  Seaobied,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Executive 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  require  of  the 
Government  of  each  and  every  Stale  of  this  Union 
ia  whose  stocks  investments  of  the  pablic  moneys 
held  in  trust  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  have  been  made,  punctual  payment,  in  spe- 
cie or  its  equivalent,  of  the  interest  stipulated  in 
the  said  stocks,  and  repayment  of  the  principal, 
as  soonn  as  pos-ible  by  tlie  terms  of  the  contracts 
upon  which  such  stocks  have  saverally  been  is- 
sued. 

4.  Retthei,  That  the  further  investment  of  any 
public  fands  of  the  United  Sia'es  in  stocks  of  the 
several  States  ought  forlhwith  to  be  prohibited  by 
law;  and  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instPieted  to  report  a  bill  for  that  parpo>e. 

Objection  being  madei  they  were  nut  received. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  askrd  that  the  resolutions 
might  be  printed  for  the  information  of  the  House; 
which  wts  agreed  lo. 

The  next  bnsiness  in  order  was  the  motion  of 


Mr.  GiDDiMOS  to  reconsider  Ihe  vote  by  which,  on 
Monday,  the  House  had  passed  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriation for  the  payment  of 

NAV?  PENSIONS, 
with  an  amendment  repealing  the  act  of  1837. 

Mr.  SHEPARD,  the  mover  of  the  amendment, 
being  entitled  lo  the  floor,  resumed  his  remarks 
from  yesterday  in  vindication  thereof,  and  in  reply 
to  the  various  objections  whwh  had  been  tugcd 
against  it. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  was  aware  that  the  position 
he  bad  assumed  was  unpopidar,  and  that  any  en- 
deavor to  lop  off  abases  of  this  Governmeikt  would 
always  excite  the  hostility  of  those  who  received 
its  benefit,  and  also  the  opposition  of  those  who 
think  that  the  strength  of  the  Government,  her  pe- 
culiar interests,  and  classes  depended  upon  it. 
Your  have  (said  Mr.  S.)  done  me  the  honor,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  place  me  upon  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs;  and  I  mutt  either  do  what  is  right,  or 
be  faithless  to  my  trust.  I  shall  not  hesitate  to 
pursue  the  former. 

Mr.  S.  was  not  surprised  that  a'motion  had  been 
made  on  yesterday  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  amendment  which  he  bad  offered  had  been 
adopted,  and,  after  giving  the  reasons  of  gentlemen 
for  sapporting  such  a  motion,  he  stated  that  the 
true  qufstion  before  the  House  was,  whether  the 
act  of  1837  was  right  or  wrong — whether  they  were 
called  upon  to  repeal  it  or  not;  and,  if  gentlemen 
would  give  their  attention,  he  would  stale  his 
opinion  upon  the  subject.  In  1800  the'navy  was 
in  its  infancy,  or,  rather,  there  was  no  navy  at  all.. 
Congress  passed  the  act  of  that  year,  to  encourage 
persons  lo  enter  the  service,  and  offered  to  them 
the  highest  rewards  of  human  ambition.  The  act 
provided  that  "the  money  accruing  from  the  sale 
of  prizes,  shall  be,  and  remain  forever,  a  fund  for 
the  payment  of  pensions  and  half-pay,  should  the 
same  be  hereafter  granted,  to  the  ^fjurt,  uamett, 
and  moriau,  who  may  be  entitle  to  receive  the 
same"  and  "every  »gictr,  umnan,  or  marine,  dts- 
abki  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive, for  life,  or  during  dittbUity,  a  pension." 

This  vras  the  origin  of  the  pension  fnnd,  and  he 
asked  gentlemen  to  consider  upon  it.  llie  fund 
Was  to  be  given  to  such  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, who  were  disabled  in  the  cause  of  their 
country,  and  Congress  had  pledged  its  faith  to  pre- 
serve iu  Bnt  Congress  had  violated  the  most  so- 
lemn engagements  in  regard  to  iU 

The  act  of  1837  specified  that  pensions  should 
be  given  to  uidtws  and  dkiUrcn  of  those  who  died 
in  the  (ernes.  Now  this  act  was  entirely  different 
from  others  on  the  subject.  It  provided,  not  for 
those  who  had  gallantly  fought  and  Ued  for  their 
country,  bnt  for  those  who  had  died.  A  man 
might  have  been  a  drunkard,  a  drone;  but  if  he 
died,  his  wife  and  children  would  be  benefited  by 
this  act.  Mr.  S.  contended  that  the  act  of  1837 
was  a  violation  of  the  faith  of  the  Government, 
and  those  who  passed  the  act  acted  in  violation  of 
their  duty. 

Mr.  S.  asked  the  House  to  go  to  the  merits  of  tho 
act  of  1837.  They  all  knew  how  many  warrants 
had  been  obtained  by  persons  for  the  army  and  na- 
vy. A  young  man,  said  Mr.  S.  receives  bis  com- 
mission, visits  foreign  countries,  and  draws  his 
cumpensaiion.  He  remains  in  the  service  bm  a 
short  time  before  be  cries  for  pay  t  pay !  pay !  He 
remains  in  the  nivy  ten  or  fifteen  years,  and  dees 
nothing  to  merit  the  gratitude  of  the  country,  per- 
haps teeanse  there  has  been  nothing  to  do.  He 
dies,  and  his  widow  and  children  leceive  the  mo- 
ney of  the  Government. 

Mr.  S.  would  take  another  case,  which  was  told 
lo  him  yesterday.  An  old  soldier,  by  hard  n»aKe 
and  dissipation,  bas  destroyed  his  constitution.  He 
eaters  the  navv,  and  in  a  ytar  or  two  dies.  Under 
the  act  of  1837,  the  widow  and  children  of  this  old 
hulk  receive  from  this  Government  pensions.  He 
bad  not  rendered  service  to  the  country;  and  by 
granting  a  pension  in  such  cases,  rank  injistice  was 
done  to  the  men  who  took  prizes  daring  the  war; 
and  this  is  the  act  for  which  we  have  beard  lamen- 
tations in  this  House. 

Pievioos  to  the  act  of  1837,  the  navy  pension 
fund  amounted  to  |t,100,000,  and  the  interest  on 
it  was  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  the  denuutds 


upon  it  befere  the  3d  of  March  of  that  year.  The 
passage  of  this  act  increased  the  pensions  to 
|48,000  annually;  but  its  retrospecuve  bearing  not 
only  consumed  the  interest,  bnt  swallowed  up  the 
additional  sum  of  |329,000 !  Can  any  man  won- 
der, then,  that  the  navy  pension  fund  ia  gonel 

As  to  the  purchase  and  sale  of  stodm  upon  wh'eh 
the  gentleman  [Mr.  Adams]  h<d  commented  with 
severity,  what  better  could  have  been  donel  At 
the  time  the  money  was  invested.stocks  were  aboTe 
par;  and  if  the  Secretary  had  not  so  invested  the 
money,  there  would  have  been  great  complaint 
about  discrediting  the  States. 

What  is  tfie  inte  rule  on  this  subjectl  (asked  Mr. 
S.)  Gentlemen  shall  not  have  the  vantage  ground 
of  me,  by  say  ing  that  thty  are  the  friends  of  the  navy. 
I  am  a  friend  of  the  navy,  sir,  and  a  discreet  one,  I 
hope.  The  irne  rule  on  this  subject  was  laid  down 
in  the  act  of  1800— that  iho^  who  had  suffered  in 
the  service  of  their  country  should  be  remunerated 
for  iu  The  act  of  1800  made  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  brave  and  the  cowardly — the  act  of  1837 
destroyed  it. 

Mr.  S.  noticed  another  objection  which  bad  been 
made  by  several  gentlemen.  Tney  had  said  that 
the  widows  and  orphans  bad  received  pensions 
under  the  act  of  1837;  and  one  gentleman  had  made 
a  piteons  appeal,  and  said  thai,  as  the  children  had 
been  sent  lo  school,  the  vridows  expected  the  pen- 
sion. The  amount  of  such  aii  argument  is  this— 
they  had  received  annually,  for  four  years,  f  48,000 
for  their  back  pensions.  They  had  received  this 
much,  which  they  ought  not  to  have  received;  and 
now  we  are  told  that,  because  we  have  given  fbr 
four  years,  they  ought  now  to  receive  the  money  ! 
The  money  belonged  to  gallant  tars,  and  now  we 
are  asked  to  convey  it— lo  give  it  away.  Was  that 
a  sensible  argeiment? 

Wheneveran  assault  is  made  on  the  Treasary  laws, 
(said  Mr.  S.)  there  is  always  an  excuse  for  it  It  is 
wrong  to  suffer  harpies  to  prey  upon  the  Treasury; 
it  is  all  wrong!  It  is  the  principle  agaiast  which  I 
contend.  What  do  we  see?  Rome  went  to  war, 
and  robbed  the  neighboring  nations  of  their  land. 
Those  who  fought  the  battles— the  plebians — 
thought  they  were  entitled  to  an  equal  por- 
tion of  the  land,  when  the  haughty  patri- 
cians denounced  them  as  agrarians.  How 
is  it  in  England?  All  the  emolnments  of 
Government  go  to  particular  individuals,  and 
those  who  oppose  such  a  state  of  things  ate  called 
mobocrats.  On  one  hand,  in  this  country,  three  are 
banking  institutions,  and,  on  another,  domestic  in- 
dustry, to  be  protected.  If  coonec'ed  with  the  ar- 
my or  navy,  the  principle  is  all  the  same,  as  far  as 
the  pablic  crib  was  concerned.  ly.X  every  man  de- 
pend on  his  own  exertions  and  his  own  industry. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  now  finished  what  he  bad  in- 
tended to  say.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  had  used  (he  word 
duhanenbU  in  connection  with  this  matter.  Mr. 
S.  understood  fann  to  say  that  the  House  had  acted 
dishonorably  in  adopting  bis  amendment;  bat  a 
friend  bad  suggested  that  he  had  applied  the  epi« 
thet  to  him. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  had  made  no  sudtapplien- 
tion  of  the  term. 

Mr.  SHEPARD  said  be  would  be  the  last  man 
in  this  House  to  speak  harshly  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetu.  He  had  beard  many  things 
fall  from  him  which  excited  his  feelings.  He  knew 
his  power,  his  wil,  and  tar-reaching  points.  He 
wished  the  honorable  gentleman  would  be  mote 
charitable.  In  the  angiy  contests  which  occur  on 
this  floor.  Mr.  A.  could  threw  oil  on  the  waters  of 
strife.  When  States  are  arrayed  against  each  other 
—when  gentUmea  are  mad,  and  know  not  what 
they  do — that  gentlemen  ccold  seize  the  opportnniiy 
of  coming  in  as  a  mediator— 4s  a  link  between 
Washington  and  the  present  generation. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  then  took  the 
floor. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  T[70MAS  nquesled  that  the 
gentleman  from  Sonili  Carolina  would  yield  the 
floor  a  moment,  that  a  letter  on  the  subject  before 
us  might  be  read.  He  then  sent  to  the- Clerk's  ta- 
ble the  following  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 


Navy: 


O 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


71 


Natt  DcPARnmiTi 
December  28,  1640. 

8uu  In  reply  to  yonr  inqniir  of  this  momiog,  I 
hkve  the  honor  to  infoim  yon  th»t  the  stock  of  the 
dly  of  CiBdnnati,  lately  belonging  to  the  nary 
pension  ftiBd,  wis  sold  areoiding  to  adrertisement 
on  the  15th  instan',  the  sale  being  indispensably 
neoeesary  to  enable  ihe  Department  to  meeC  in  parr, 
the  payment  of  pensions  Calling  doe  on  the  1st 
Janoary  next 

I  am,  TCiy  respectfally, 

Votn  obedient  senrant, 

J.  K.  PAULDING. 
Hon.  Fbiiicis  Thomis, 

Chairman  of  Naval  Committee,  Home  of  Reps. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  that  it  would  be  proper  for 
him  ftirther  to  say,  tbai  this  letter  was  not  snbmitled 
in  the  expectation  tlut  it  would  indnce  the  Hoase 
to  reconsider  the  rote  under  discussion.  It  would 
he  aeea,  by  referring  to  the  communication  from 
the  Navy  Department  dated  'he  1st  of  December, 
and  sent  lo  Congress  by  the  Presiden',  that  there 
were  at  this  time,  in  stocks  owned  by  tbenary  pen- 
sion fond,  f  158,739;  of  these  stocks,  |100,000  were 
of  city  of  Cincinnati  5  per  cenL  This  last  named 
ttoek  was  then  atdveriitied  to  be  sold  at  auciioa,  on 
the  15ih  of  this-  month,  to  reimburse  the  Bank  of 
Ameriot  the  sam  of  lifiy  thoosand  dollars,  fcd- 
vanced  to  pay  the  pensions  due  io  July  last,  and 
afterwards  to  meet  the  parment  of  pensions  doe  on 
the  firkt  of  January,  1841.  The  letter  now  read 
fhHn  the  Secretary  informs  ns  that  this  Ciocionaii 
stock  has  actually  been  sold — at  what  price,  Mr.  T. 
did  not  know. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  of  Maine  inierposed  to  say 
that  the  stock  bad  been  sold  for  $63,600. 

Blr.  THOMAS  resumed.  Be  it  so:  it  is  not 
■laterial  for  my  purpose  whether  the  stock 
was  sold  at  par  or  below  par.  If  it  sold  for 
the  sum  mentioned  by  the  nenileman  from  Blaine, 
add  that  to  the  $18,647  61  ea-^h  in  band  on  die 
first  of  December,  and  we  have  about  f  80. 000,  oat 
of  which  is  to  be  {wld  the  sum  of  f  51,476  73  due  to 
pensioners  oa  the  first  of  January  next:  and  there 
will  be  a  balance  of  less  than  f  30,000  lo  be  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  pensions  for  the  year  1841. 

The  pensions  for  1841,  if  the  act  of  1837  is  not 
repealed,  will,  we  areioformed,  be  about  |103,000. 
If  the  bill  before  ns  be  passed  in  iti  present  form, 
making  an  appropriation  of  |151,476,  by  adding 
that  stim  to  the  |30,000  of  surplus  from  the  sale  of 
stock,  weshall  bare  provided  a  fund  of  $181,476 
to  make  good  the  deficiency  in  the  pension  fnnd. 
Now,  what  is  Ihe  amount  of  that  deficiencyl  The 
whole  amount  of  steek  unsold  is,  in*  nominal  va- 
lue, $58,739.  Tbe  aRnual  charge  upon  the  pen- 
sion fnnd  wQl  be  $103,000,  if  tbe  act  of  1837  is 
not  repealed;  and  if  that  act  is  repealed,  then  tbe 
•nnnal  charge  on  the  psnsion  fnnd  will  be  $58,000, 
according  to  the  statements  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. He  hoped  that  the  act  would  be  repealed, 
and  that  we  shoald  have  to  provide  only  the  last 
named  sum  in  each  ;ear  to  pay  these  pensions. 
To  produce  an  annual  income  to  that  amount,  we 
must  appropriate  at  least  one  million  of  dol- 
lars to  be  invested,  if  we  propose  in  that 
way  to  make  good  the  deficiency  in  the  fimd. 
The  small  sorplos  which  will  be  left  out  of  the 
appropriaiion  now  proposed,  will  afford  very  li- 
mited means  to  make  socb  an  investment.  If, 
instead  of  making  such  an  invesime&t  to  create  a 
capital  in  p'ace  of  (hat  which  (ingress  has  misap- 
plied, we  mtead  to  pay  the  navy  pensioners  who 
are  to  be  on  the  pension  roll,  whether  the  law  of  1837 
is  or  is  not  repealed,  by  an  annual  Appropriation, 
still  it  seemed  to  him  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  reconsidering:  ihe  vote  ef  the  House  to  reduce 
the  appropriation  in  this  bill.  A  large  proportion 
of  it  wonld  be  expended  next  year.  The  balance 
would  be  unexpended  on  (he  first  of  January,  1841, 
and  would  serve  tu  pay  the  first  half  year  of  pen- 
sions due  on  (he  first  day  of  July,  1843. 

Under  theie  circamstances,  Mr.  T.  expressed 
the  hope  that  the  Huose  woald  not  reconsider.  It 
would  be  much  beiler  for  all  who  desired  lo  get  lid 
of  tbe  obnoxious  law  of  1837  in  the  form  we  have 
now  undertaken  to  do  it;  and  Hi  to  other  qoestioos 
connected  with  the  pensions,  they  can  be  rightly 
disposed  of  when  another  bill,  which  the  Naval 


Committee  is  prepared  to  report,  comes  before  the 
House. 

Btr.  WADDT  THOMPSON  contended  that  the 
trust  fbnd  tmder  the  law  of  1800  ought  not  to  have 
been  touobed.  Congress  had  no  right  to  touch  tbe 
money  sacredly  appropriated  to  a  class  of  men  who 
had  dearly  earned  it  with  toil  and  blood.  As,  how- 
ever, it  had  been  taken,  be  trusted  that  no  time 
would  be  lost  in  refnndiog  it. 

Messrs.  ANDBRSO::^,  MONROE,  EVERETT, 
REED,  and  NAYLOR,  severally  gave  their  views, 
a  notice  of  which  will  appear  hereafter;  when 

Mr.  JAMESON  moved  the  previoos  question  on 
the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  TURNEY  moved  to  adjourn,  which  motion 
prevailed. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
Tbubsdiv,  December  31, 1840. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  War  Department,  transmitting  a  report 
from  the  Chief  Engineer,  relative  to  a  site  for  a 
fortification  on  Lake  Cbamplain;  which  was  laid 
on  the  (able,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  the  petition  of  Scott 
Campbell;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  en 
Indian  Afiairs. 

Mr.  8TURQE0N  presented  the  petition  of  the 
president  and  managers  of  the  Philadelpbia  and 
Norristown  Railroad  Company,  praying  for  a  re- 
mission of  duty  on  certain  railroad  iron;  which 
was  referred  tu  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  the  petiiion  and  pa- 
pers of  Daniel  Pettibone,  now  on  file,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Bdr.  PIERCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  refened  the  petition  of  James  Ben- 
nett, and  the  petition  of  William  White,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  coitsideration  thereof; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  (he  petition  of  Adam  D. 
Stewart;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  petiUon  ef 
Stephen  Simpon,  executor  of  Oeorge  Simpson, 
deceased;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  RUOQLES  presented  two  memorials,  re- 
monstrating against  a  repeal  of  the  fishing  boun- 
ties. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIOHT,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Wm.  Dickinson  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  en  the  Judiciary;  and  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Alley,  Staunton  and  Company,  were  re- 
ferred to  <he  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  NOHVELL  presented  tbe  petition  of  Ezra 
St.  John;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  erec- 
tion of  light-houses,  and  the  placing  of  light  boaL-;, 
etc.  reported  the  same  with  sundry  amendments. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Military 
Afifairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certain  companies  of  Mtesonri  volunteers,  re- 
ported Ihe  same  with  amensiments. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  furiber 
consideration  of  tbe  petition  of  John  R.  Midwin- 
tei;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KINQ,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  increasing  the  com- 
pensation of  crrt:in  officer;  of  revenue  cutters,  re- 
ported the  iame  without  amendment. 

Mr.  K.  also,  from  tbe  same  committee,  repotted 
a  bill  foi  the  relief  of  Jacob  Ptn^t^l,  and  others, 
owneis  of  the  Ellia  of  Brunswick;  and 

A  bill  fixing  the  compensation  of  tbe  collector 
of  (be  port  of  St.  Loub;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  (econd  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  repoited  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rrynell 
Coaies  and  Walter  R.  Johnson;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  W.  from  tbe  same  committee,  made  an  un- 
favorable report  on  tbe  petition  of  Wm.  S-  Nevius. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STURGEON,  tbe  petiiion 


and  papers  of  Mr.  Knowles,  now  on  file,  were  re* 
ferred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS,  in  pursuance  of  previous  «o> 
tice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
authorize  experiments  to  be  made  on  (he  applica- 
tion of  steam  to  harbor  defence;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  KNIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pott 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  for  (he  relief  of  the  Steambtwt  Company  of 
Nantucket,  reported  tbe  same  without  ameikd- 
ment. 

Mr.  LINN  gave  notice  that  to.morrow  he  wonld. 
ask  leave  to  introdnc*  a  joint  resolution  to  auiho- 
lize  tbe  adoption  of  measures  for  (be  occupatioa 
and  settlement  of  the  Teriitory  of  Oregon. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
amend  an  act  cntided  "An  act  enpplemeDta<7  to 
the  act  to  amend  tbe  judicial  system  of  (he  United 
Sta(e»;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  die 
Committee  on  (he  Judiciary. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  (he  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  tbe  relief 
of  Caspar  W.  Weaver;  which  was  read,  itnd  or- 
dered to  a  tecond  rsading. 

And  also,  tbe  bill  authorizing .  the  granting  of 
letters  testamentary  to  aliens  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, without  amendment. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS,  from  (he  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  mttking 
compensation  to  the  State  of  New  Hampsbire  for 
the  services  ef  her  militia,  repoited  the  same  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  YOUNG,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Isabella  Hill  and  others;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  KING  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  wonld 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Scott. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Tallmadgb  was  considered  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  corporate  authorities 
of  (he  city  of  Mobile,  was  read  a  third  lime,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  to  create  an  additional  land  offiee  in  Ike 
State  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
taken  up  as  in  commitue  of  tbe  whole. 

Mr.  NORVKLL  said  that  Ihe  bill  proposed  to 
esiablisli  a  new  land  district  north  of  the  Grand 
river,  in  the  State  of  Michigan.  The  information 
for  which  his  colleague  had  called,  upon  this^sub- 
ject,  bad  been  received.  It  amonnted  simply  to 
thi»:  that  in  (hat  portion  of  the  pretcnt  district 
which  the  bill  was  intended  to  eitablisb  as  a  new; 
district,  only  between  two  and  three  hundred  acres 
of  the  public  lands  had  been  sold.  This  new  land 
office  was  designed  to  induce  persons  to  go  into 
that  country  (or  the  purpose  of  making  pniohaaes, 
by  the  coavenienee  and  accommodation  which  it 
would  afford  (o  them.  If  his  colieagae,  however, 
was  adverse  to  the  bill,  he  was  not  dlsjiosed  to 
press  its  passage.  He  had  done  his  duty  in  bring- 
ing it  before  tbe  Senate.  He  believed  it  was  re- 
quired by  (be  in(erest  of  the  State:  hot  it  was  for 
tbe  Senate  to  disposs  of  it  as  they  thought  proper. 
They  had  pii&scd  it  last  tesaion  by  a  vote  of  two  to 
one. 

Mr.  PORTER  spoke  at  some  length  in  opposi- 
litn  to  (he  passage  of  (be  bill,  as  unnrcefsary  and 
nnasked  for  by  (be  people  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  NORVELL  regretird  that  his  colleague  was 
atbamrd  to  atk  for  the  object  contemplatetl  in  (his 
bill.  He,  bimsflf,  was  ashamed  of  making  appli. 
cation  tor  nothing  whi::h  would  promote  the  in- 
terest of  bis  State.  Th:  bill  was  nut  to  po  into 
effect  until  (be  fourth  of  July  next;  and  (ben,  if 
bis  recollecdon  served  him  correctly,  it  would  be  at 
(he  discretion  of  (he  President  to  po.stpene  t(s  opera- 
don  until  the  publie^nteie.  t  required  it  to  go  into 
effect.  Thai,  a',  least,  was  the  intention;  and  be 
thought  ihs  bill  contained  such  a  provision,  »»  it 
passed  at  the  last  tession.  Such  bills,  es'ebl.  hing 
land  districts  where  few  orco  lands  had  been  sold, 
were  not  nnu'oal.  They  were  ro'.  vitbout  fre- 
quent precedents.  The  present  bill  had  met  the 
approbation  of  the  Geneial  Land  Ofilce.    Bat  if 
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his  colleage  desired  its  defe«t,  he  could  move  to 
lay  it  on  the  table,  or  ind.finitdy  '°  P°»^»n«  "d 
After  some  farther  remarks  from  Mr.  PORTER, 
(which,  like  his  former  remarin,  were  tolally  inan- 

Mr.  ALLBN  bop«d  the  bill  would  be  read. 
Scarcely  a  word  uttered  by  the  Seaators  engaged  io 
ite  diacnssion  had  be>n  heard  in  that  part  of  the 
chamber,  and  tbey  had  t»o  knowledge  whatever  of 
il»_proTisions. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed,  and  decided  in  the  negaiive-^-ayes 
16,  nays  32,  as  follows: 

TEA.S — Messrs.  'Allen,  Andeisoo,  Benton,  Clay 
nf  Alabama,  Falton,  Hubbard,  Linn,  Mouton, 
Nicholas,  Norrell,  Robinson,  Soiiih  of  Indiana, 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wright,  and  Young — 16. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calboun,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Qrabam,  Henderson,  Huntington, 
King,  Knight,  Lumpkin,  Mangum,  Merrick, 
Phelps,  Pierce,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rnggles, 
Sevier,  Tailmadge,  Webster,  and  Williams— 22. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  the  acts  incorpo- 
rating the  Banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia  was 
taken  up,  and,  after  some  remarks  by  Messrs. 
MERRICB;  TAPPAN,  and  CLAY  of  Alabama, 
was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  8ih  of  Janu- 
ary next. 

T6e  bill  granting  a  portion  of  land  in  the  State 
of  Indiana  for  the  extennon  of  the  Waba<h  canal, 
which  was  partially  dttcnssed  yesterday,  being  again 
in  order, 

Mr.  TAPPAN  rose  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
the  Senator  from  Indiana.  He  said  this  claim  was 
advocated  on  two  grounds :  first,  that  the  State  of 
Indiana  ought  to  b«  allowed,  by  the  law  of  1827, 
to  correct  the  location  of  her  canal,  the  present  ter- 
minui  not  beiiig  sufficiently  low  for  river  naviga- 
tion; and  the  oiher  was,  that  Congress  having  al- 
lowed to  the  Slate  of  Ohio  the  privilege  of  extend- 
ing her  canal  from  the  first  location  fiom  the  foot 
of  the  rapids  of  the  Manmee  to  Maumee  bay,  and 
having  given  to  Ohio  the  land  on  each  side  of  the 
canal,  of  two  and  a  half  miles,  as  by  the  act  of 
1837,  the  same  right  to  extend  the  location  of  the 
canal,  and  tb*  same  grant  of  adjoining  land,  ought 
to  be  ceded  to  the  Siaie  of  Indiana.  Now,  he 
did  not  agree  with  the  Senator  from  Indiana 
iit  either  of  these  positions,  though  he  agreed  with 
him  that  Congress  might  properly  make  a  grant  of 
the  land  for  the  extension  of  the  canal  for  ninety 
miles,  from  Tippecanoe  river  to  Terre  Haute,  if  it 
could  be  shown  to  be  expedient  so  to  extend  that 
canal;  but  he  did  not  believe  the  act  of  18^7  would 
bear  the  construction  which  the  Senator  from  In- 
diana gave  to  it.  When  it  was  found  that  Con- 
gress had  sold  some  of  the  land  within  the  five 
miles  originally  granted,  and  Congress  had  made 
up  to  the  Slate  of  Indiana  the  quantity  thus  taken, 
he  believed  there  was  an  end  of  that  grant:  it  was 
a  grant  made  and  executed  between  the  Oovern- 
ment  of  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Indiana, 
and  then  there  was  an  end  of  it;  and  the  State  of 
Ind'ana  had  now  no  right  to  claim  under  the  act 
of  1827.  Then  as  to  the  claim  that  a  similar 
grant  had  been  made  to  the  Utaie  of  Ohio,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  document  of  the  third  .-ession  of  the 
twenty-fifth  Congress,  containing  a  number  of  pa- 
pers concerning  this  claim — to  the  opinions 
of  the  Attorney  General,  and  of  the  Commission- 
er of  the  Land  Office,  and  the  present  Solici- 
tor of  the  Treasury;  the  whole  of  which,  he  said, 
were  given  on  a  misconception  of  the  fact", 
Mr.  Bircbaid  alone  undeistandioK  ihem,  whose 
opinion,  Iherefoie,  necessarily  diOered  from  these 
which  had  b«en  referred  to  by  the  Senator  from 
Indiana.  In  support  of  this  assertion,  which  he 
apprehended  some  gentlemen  might  consider  a 
strung  one,  he  entered  wi  h  some  minuteness  of 
detail  into  the  progrefsion  of  the  work,  and  the  au- 
thority by  which  it  was  accomplished,  to  show  that 
It  was  erroneously  alleged  that  there  wan  more 
than  ont  location  of  the  canal  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
which  was  made  by  the  only  competent  authority 
of  the  Slate;  and  consequently  the  argument  of  the 
Senator  from  Indiana,  founded  on  a  change  from 
an  oiiginal  line,  and  an  extension  of  the  canal,  be- 
yond the  limits  ofSiansbury's  8U|v«y,  wai  not  well 


founded.  That  which  was  called  an  extension  to 
the  Maumee  bay,  was  in  fact  an  original  location; 
and  yet  on  this  singular  error,  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  bas^d  the  report  which  he  presented  to 
Congress  daring  the  last  session.  On  this  branch 
of  the  subject  he  (Mr.  Tappan)  desired  to  be  per- 
fectly understood,  for  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
had  expressed  great  surprise  that  a  Senator  from 
Ohio  should  undertake  to  oppose  this  bill.  Why, 
Onio  was  interested  in  this  work;  for  the  extension 
of  this  canal  would  increase  the  business  on  the 
canals  of  Ohio,  and  for  this  reison  he  was  in  favor 
of  the  grant  of  the  land,  but  he  wished  it  to  be  a 
direct  and  honest  grant — ^b«  w$us  unwilling  that  the 
Senat*  should  be  imposed  upon  by  any  statement 
that  was  not  true.  The  hypothesis  was,  that  land 
bad  been  granted  for  an  exten&i  )n  of  the  canal  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  therefore  a  similar  grant 
onght  to  be  made  to  the  State  of  Indiana.  Now 
there  had  been  no  such  grant  to  Ohio;  he  conceded 
that  Government  had  been  liberal  to  the  Slate  of 
Ohio;  bat  whenever  that  State  asked  for  any  thing, 
it  was  asked  for  openly,  fairly,  and  honorably,  and 
not  because  cessions  hiad  been  made  to  sister  States. 
If  the  Senator  from  Indiana  would  bring  in  a  bill 
to  grant  this  land,  he  (Mr.  Tappan)  would  give  it 
his  snpporl;  otherwise  he  mast  press  bis  motion  to 
refer  bark  this  bill  to  the  committee^  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  a  grant. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  the  Senator  from  Ohio  was 
mistaken  as  to  the  ground  he  (Mr.  Smith)  bad 
taken;  he  denied  that  be  had  adduced  grants  of 
land  to  the  State  of  Ohio  as  a  reason  why  this  grant 
should  be  made  to  the  State  of  Indiana;  he  had 
metelr  introduced  that  reference  to  show  that  this 
grant  would  not  be  the  creation  of  a  precedent — 
saoh  precedents  having  been  already  created. 
He  proceeded  at  some  length  to  defend  his  original 
arguments,  and  to  sustain  bis  array  of  facts;  after 
which, 

Mr.  TAPPAN  briefly  rejoined. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  negatived,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

After  a  short  Executive  session, 

Ibe  Senate  adjourned  until  Msnday  next. 


Washinotok  City,  Jan.  1, 1841. 
Messrs.  Blair  and  Rives:  In  the  Globe  of  yes-. 
terd{iy,  you  lep ort  the  proceedings  in  the  Senate 
npon  a  bill  to  give  certain  lands  to  the  State  of  In- 
diana, in  which  report  the  remarks  made  by  me 
are  strangely  misrepresented.  I  said  'the  bill  was, 
in  substance,  a  giant  of  288,000  acres  of  land  to 
aid  the  State  in  making  a  canal  from  the  mouth  of 
Tippecanoe  river  to  Terre  Haute,  under  the 
pretence  of  an  extension  of  the  Wabash  and 
Maumee  canal  from  the  former  to  the  lat- 
ter point,  under  the  anthority  of  the  act  of 
1827,  and  because  a  similar  grant  of  land  had 
been  made  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  upon  her 
extending  the  north  end  of  the  canal  from  the 
foot  of  the  Maumee  rapids  (o  Maamee  bay: 
that  I  was  not  opposed  to  a  grant  being  made 
to  Indiana  of  the  land  asked  for,  if  it  were 
made  as  a  direct  grant;  but  I  was  oppo^d  to  this 
bill,  for  it  placed  the  claim  of  Indiana  upon 
false  positions.  The  first  position  wac,  that 
tbey  had  a  right  to  extend  their  canal  from 
the  mouth  of  Tippecanoe  river  to  Terte  Haute, 
when  in  fact  they  had  located  their  canal  from  the 
east  line  of  the  State  to  the  Tippecanoe,  in  1829, 
and  had  received  from  the  Uniied  Slates  all 
■be  land  ihey  claimed  under  the  act  of  1837, 
in  the  year  1830 — that  I  did  not  believe  the  act 
of  1837  admiitled  the  constiuction  now  attempted 
to  be  given  it;  for  if  Indiana,  in  1836,  was  permit- 
ted to  extend  their  canal  90  miler,  and  claim 
288,000  acres  of  land  to  make  it,  she  might  go  on 
extending  it,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Wabash.  I  believed  the  act  allowed  of  but 
cue  location,  which  had  been  made  in  1629. 
That  the  second  po&iiion  was  still  more  uniena- 
bU;  it  assumed  that  ibe  State  of  Ohio  firit  located 
her  part  of  t*ic  canal  from  the  Indiana  line  to  the 
foot  ef  the  Maumee  rapid.',  selected  and  received 
her  land  under  this  location,  and  years  afterwards 
ixtenied  her  location  from  the  foot  of  the  rapids  to 
Manmee  bay,  and  made  a  new  selection  of  land 
npon  t)>i3  extension,  and   ric.'ivcd  it  from  the 


United  Slates.  Now  the  fact  was,  that  whrm 
Indiana  ceded  to  Ohio  the  land  in  Ohio,  which, 
by  the  act  of  1827,  had  been  given  to  make 
the  Maumee  part  of  the  canal,  no  location  «f 
that  part  of  ihe  canal  had  ever  been  made.  Btans- 
bury'a  survey,  which,  as  to  the  Wabash  part  of 
the  canal,  had  been  adopted  as  the  line  of  canal  ia 
Indiana,  was  never  recognised  by  the  Siate  of 
Ohio,  and  that  but  one  location  of  the  canal  ba4 
ever  been  made  by  Ohio,  and  that  was  made  by 
the  board  of  public  works  in  1836,  and  extended 
from  the  line  of  Indiana  to  the  Maumee  bay." 
This  is  the  substance  of  what  I  said. 

Your  Reporter  mistakes  the  quantity  of  land.  - 

"  He  did  not  object  to  the  front  of  land  if  made 
specifically  to  aid  in  constrticliQg  the  canal,  but  to 
the /onn  of  the  grant;"  instead  of  ."but  to  this  he  did 
not  rise  to  object." 

Instead  of  "from  the  boundary  line  of  Indiana  to 
Lake  Erie,"  say,  from  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of 
Ibe  Maamee  to  Maamee  bay. 

Instead  of  "the  grant  wa?  confirmd  to  the  foot 
of  the  Manmee  rapid.',"  say,  Icctied  her  canal  from 
the  State  line  to  the  mouth  of  Tippecanoe  river, 
and  selected  and  received  her  Uuids  in  1830  accord- 
iog  to  such  location. 

The  words  "an  application  was  accoRtiagly 
made  to  Congress  for  the  land  selected,  and 
Congress  made  the  grant  as  desired,"  are  not  mine. 
I  expressed  no  such  idea. 
'  The  words  "which  was  doable  the  quantity  ori- 
ginally set  down,"  are  none  of  my  using. 

Unfortunately  for  me,  your  Reporters  have  made 
me  utter  more  nonsense  than  1  am  willing  to  father. 
Yours,  BENJ.  TAPPAN. 

H0U3E  OP  REPR^ENTATIVES, 
TnuBSDAY,  December  31,  1840. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  Ihe  fol- 
lowing communications: 

1.  From  the  President  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
miuing  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Ihe 
23d  instant,  calling  upon  him  to  commnnicate,  "if 
compatible  with  the  public  iaterests,  copies  of  all 
the  correspondence'  between  this  Government  and 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  relative  to  aay 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  that  Government  which 
may  have  a  tendency  to  interrupt  our  commerce 
with  China. 

'  2.  From  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  compUanee 
with  the  provixions  of  the  act  of  March,  1799, 
communicating  "an  abstract  of  all  the  retnms 
made  to  that  Department  by  the  collectors  of  the 
customs,  pun-uant  to  the  act  of  the  28th  of  May, 
1796,  fir  The  relief  and  protection  of  American 
seamen,  showing,  :o  far  as  said  retnms  have  been 
received,  the  number  of  seamen  registered  in  each 
port  of  entry  in  the  United  States  daring  the  year 
commencind  on  the  Isl  of  October  of  the  last,  and 
ending  on  the  30th  of  September  of  the  present 
year." 

3.  From  the  Treasury  Department,  in  reply  to 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  17th  instant, 
respecting  the  condition  of  the  custom-house  build- 
ings at  Philadelphia. 

4.  From  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  trans- 
mitting a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  with 
accoropaoying  papers,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of 
the  House,  calling  for  information  relative  to  the 

BURNING  OF  THE  STEA.MBOAT  CAROLINE. 

The  above  communications  were  severally  re- 
ferred, and  ordered  to  b«  printed. 

Also,  the  following  letter  from  J.  C.  Rivef,  on 
th'i  subject  of  ih;  printine: 

Globe  Oppice,  WASiimoroN, 
December  30,  1840. 

Sib:  It  is  known  to  you,  and  to  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Ucuse  nf  Representatives,  that  Francis' 
P.  Blair  and  mytelf  were  elected  printers  to  the 
House  in  January  last.  Under  Ibis  election,  I  ex- 
pected that  all  the  printing  for  the  House  daring 
the  Twenty-sixth  Congress,  would  be  sent  to  ns  to 
extcnle;  and  as  I  superintend  that  branch  of  oar 
busine!;s,  I  engaged  men,  and  provided  materials 
sufficient  to  do  it  wiih  at  least  the  customary  de- 
spatch. I  was  informed  yesterday  that  the  Clerk 
oftbeHonce  had  sent  a  very  larj^e  repon  to  the 
Stationer  of  the  House,  to  be  printed  by  him,  a{)4 
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diat  the  Stationer  was  actaaUy  priniiog  it,  or  hav- 
ing it  printed. 

Since  I  received  this  infomatioo,  I  have  tamed 
to  the  Clerk's  account  of  the  expendi'are  of  the 
eontingeot  fand  for  the  last  year,  where  I  find  ihat 
h»  has  paid  other  persons  for  prinlicg  which  I 
think  sboald  have  been  executed  by  the  Printers  to 
tbeHoose. 

The  persons  engaged  by  me  (o  work  on  Con- 
gressional docomenis  exclnsively,  have  not  had 
more  than  three  or  four  days' constant  employment 
since  the  commcDcement  cf  this  session.  Tuere 
has  been  some  work  for  them  every  day,  but  not 
enough  to  employ  them  the  whole  day.  They  are 
engaged  by  the  week,  and  we  have  to  pay  ibem, 
whether  they  work  or  not.  Now,  if  the  Clerk  of 
the  House  hat  the  power  lo  have  the  Congress 
printing  execated  at  other  offices,  when  there  has 
been  u»  failure  at  our  office  in  execuiiog  it  prompt' 
ly,  I  desire  to  know  it  as  soon  as  possible,  so  ihat  I 
may  either  reduce  our  force,  or  make  some  arrange- 
ment with  the  Clerk  to  get  enough  of  it  to  keep  our 
hands  employed.  The  prices  now  paid  to  us  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  are  so  low,  that  we 
mast  sink  money,  unless  we  can  keep  the  hands 
which  we  have  engaged  to  do  its  piinting,  con- 
stantly employed;  and  upon  some  kinds  of  priniibg 
we  sink  money,  even  when  all  our  hands  are  em- 
ptoyed  upon  it. 

The  Clerk  of  ihe  Hoose  and  myself  have  had  a 
eontroversy  about  the  binding  of  the  docomenis, 
which  I  wish  to  brirg  before  the  House. 

Soon  after  tbe  adjournment  of  Congress,  jn  July 
last,  the  Clerk  sent  word  to  rae  to  deliver  the  docu- 
ments which  we  had  primed  for  the  House,  to  S.  D. 
lAngt-ee,  to  bind.  I  refused  to  do  it.  It  has  been 
the  invariable  custom,  ever  since  I  became. ac- 
quainted with  the  manner  of  executing  the  Con- 
gress priming,  which  is  now  thirteen  years,  for  the 
Printer  le  bind  all  the  documenis  that  he  prints  for 
Congress.  Whenever  a  Printer  has  been  elected 
daring  that  time,  be  has  as  invariably  fitted  up  a 
biadery,  as  he  has  a  printing  office.  I  had  par- 
chased  a  great  part  of  the  materials  for  the  binding, 
and  had  engaged  workmen  to  do  it,  and  had  folded  a 
great  qoanuiy  of  the  work,  before  the  Clerk  sent 
me  word  that  he  wished  the  documents  handed 
onr  to  Mr.  Langlree  to  be  bound.  The  corres- 
pondence between  the  Clerk  and  myself,  which  I 
presume  he  has  on  file,  will  fully  explain  our  con- 
loversy  about  the  binding.  I  wish  Congress  to 
decide  between  us  as  soon  as  possible,  as  it  is  ne- 
cessary ihat  the  binding  should  be  forwarded. 
Ropecifully, 

JOHN  C.  RIVES. 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Huntbr, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representative?. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  would  lake  that  occasion  to 
inqnire  whether  a  report  of  the  Cemmiitee  on  the 
Printing  of  the  House  had  been  made  at  tbe  last 
session;  and  if  so,  whether  it  had  been  printed. 

Mr.  DAVIS  of  Indiana  taid  there  were  two  re- 
ports on  that  subject,  which  had  been  laid  be- 
fore the  House,  and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  had  never  b:en  able  to  get 
a  sight  of  tbe  reports,  alihough  very  anxious  so  lo 
do.  Neither  himself  nor  other  members  could  pro- 
cute  copies  of  the  documenis  ordered  lo  be  primed 
at  the  lav-t  iessioo.,  being  more  than  five  or  six 
months  ago.  This  letter,  however,  fnm  Messrs. 
Blair  and  Rives,  explained  il,  and  it  ap|)eared  that 
the  delay  was  all  owing  to  this  contioveisy  between 
them  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House. 

Mr.  LEWIS  WILLIAMS  moved  to  refer  the 
letter  to  the  Commiitee  on  AccounL^;  but  the  mo- 
.  lion  wa.s  subsequently  withdrassn. 

Mr.  J.  W.  DAVIS  moved  the  following: 

Rtatlved,  Thai  a  select  committee  be  appointed, 
•and  Ihat  the  letter  of  J.  C.  Rives,  ju>t  read,  bs  re- 
ferred to  that  commiitee. 

Mr.  MORGAN  offered  an  amendment  instruct- 
ing the  committee  lo  inquire  as  to  wbeifaer  ibe 
Clerk  was  intcreidsil  in  tbe  contract  with  Langlree 
and  O'Snliivan  for  fupfli-hing  stationery  to  this 
House. 

Mr.  RECD  submitted  an  additional  amendment 
iasirncuni  the  committee  lo  extend  the  inquiry  to 
the  lithographing  and  engraving  of  xa»fs. 

After  some  debate  Of  a  deiultory  chara<;ter,  the 


amendments  were  withdrawn.    The  resolution  of 
Mr.  DAVIS  was  then  agreed  to;  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  AD4MS,  the  letter  ordered  lo  be  prirjled. 
COLLECTION  OP  DUTIE3  ON  IMPORTS. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  on  leave,  reported  a  bill  from  the 
Committee  ou  Manufactures,  entitled  "A  bill  to 
insure  the  more  faithful  execution  of  the  laws  re- 
lating, to  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports;"' 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  or- 
dered lo  be  pi  inled. 

Mr.  BARNARD  asked  the  consent  of  the  House 
te  introduce  a  bill  (of  which  inleotion  he  had  gi/en 
previous  notice)  on  the  subject  of  bankrupicy. 

Objection  being  made,  leave  was  not  granted. 
NAVY  PENSIOKS. 

The  next  business  in  order  was  tbe  motion  of 
Mr.  GiDDiNos  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
bill  making  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  navy 
pensions  had  been  passed,  containing  an  amend- 
ment repealing  the  act  of  1837. 

The  previous  question,  on  the  leconstderation, 
having  been  demanded  by  Mr.  JAMESON, 

Mr.  ADAMS  endeavored  to  prevail  on  him  lo 
withdraw  it. 

Mr.  JAMESON  was  willing  to  oblige  Ihe  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  as  soon  as  any  member 
of  ihe  House,  but  could  not,  consistent  with  his  du- 
ty, withdraw  the  call. 

Toe  call  for  Ihe  previous  question  was  then  se- 
conded, and  the  main  quebtioo,  ou  the  motion  lo 
reconsidvr,  ordered  to  be  put;  and,  being  pot,  it 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adam^  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drews, Baker,  Barnard,  Boardman,  Bond,  Btiggs, 
Brockway,  Calboun,  Carter,  Chinn,  Chittenden, 
Clark,  Cran!)ion,  Curtis,  Coshing,  E  Iward  Davies, 
John  W.  Davis,  Garret  Davis,  Dellet,  Dae,  Ed- 
wards, Everett,  Gates,  Qiddings,  Qrangtr,  Henry, 
Hunt,  James,  Charles  Johnston,  K'-mpshall,  Line, 
Leet,  Lincoln,  McCarty,  Marvin,  Mason,  Mitchell, 
Monroe,  Moore,  Morgan,  Calvary  Morris,  Mor- 
row, Nay  lor,  Osborne,  Palen,  Parmenter,  Peck, 
Proffit,  Randall,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Ed- 
ward Rodders,  Russell,  l^ltonslalt,  Slade,  Truman 
Smith,  Slanly,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thcmpion,  Til- 
linghast,  Toland,  Triplet!,  Trumbull,  John  White* 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  and  Wiothrop — 69. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Jndsnn  Allen,  Anderson,  Atber- 
Ion,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Black,  Blackwell, 
Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  G. 
Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  William  B. 
Campbell,  Carr,  Carroll,  Cascv,  Clifford,  Connor, 
WiUiaw  R.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Craig,  Cr«ry,  Dana, 
John  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Doan,  Doig,  Dun- 
can, Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fine,  Fishsr,  Fletrher, 
Floyd,  Fornance,  Galbraiib,  Garland,  Goggin, 
Goode,  Griffin,  Habersham,  Hand,  John  Ha'-tin:;s, 
Hill  of  Virginia,  Hill  of  North  Carolina,  Hillen, 
Holmes,  Hook,  HopklLS,  HpbbarJ,  Jackbon, 
Jameson,  Joseph  Jobn.«on,  Cave  Johnson,  Na- 
thaniel Jones,  Keim,  Kitie,  Leadbeiirr,  L-onard, 
Lowell,  Lucas,  McClellan,  McKay,  Mallory, 
Marchand,  Medill,  Miller,  Montanya.  Samuol 
W.  Morri*,  Newhatd,  Nisbel,  Parrisb,  Parris, 
Paynler,  Pope,  Prentis?,  Reynolds,  James  Ri'Een, 
Ryall,  Shaw,  Shcpard,  John  Smith,  Thomas  Smith, 
Sieenr»  d.  Strong,  Stuart,  Swency,  Taylor,  Francis 
ThomiS,  Philip  P.  Thoma',  Waddy  Thomp^on, 
Jacob  Thompson,  Turncy,  Underwood,  Vroom, 
David  D.  Wagener,  Warren,  Weller,  Wick,  Jared 
W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Lewis  Wiliams,, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  and  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
lians— 103. 

So  the  House  re  fused  lo  reconsider,  and,  as  far  as 
it  is  concerned,  the  act  of  1837  is  repealed. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  after  adverting  to  the  great 
importance  of  the  President's  mes^a^e  in  relation 
10  Ihe  horning  of  the  Caroline,  moved  that  5,000 
extra  copies  of  the  samp,  with  ibe  accompanying 
document",  be  printed. 

Mr.  PICKENS  hoped  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  would  prevail.  Tbe  docu- 
ments were  of  the  highest  importance. 

Mr.  STANLY  said  he  objected  to  Ihe  printing  <  f 
the  docunienl,  if  it  contaiced  any  of  the  State 
R  ghts  doctrines  of  the  gt  niletran  from  South  Ca- 
rolina. 

Mr.  PICKENS  saii  he  expected  tbe  gentleman 
from  Norih  Carolina  [Mr.  SraJULy]  would  object 


to  such  doctrines.  But,  said 'Mr.  P.  let  tbe  reply 
of  the  Secretary  of  Stale  bs  published,  and  then 
see  whether  the  virtut,  and  patriotism,  and  intelli- 
gence of  the  people  of  this  country  will  object  to  its 
spirit  or  doctrines;  and  if  they  do,  then  we  are  no 
longer  an  independent  people. 

Tbe  motion  to  print  wat  then  agreed  to. 
'  Ata>ubsfqn«rit  stageof  tbe  proceedings, 

Mr.  ALFORD  ipoved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  above  motion  had  been  agreed 
to,  and  called  for  tbe  reading  of  the  documents, 
which  were  read  accordingly,  as  follows: 
To  the  Hovat  of  Rqirtsentativet  of  tht  UniUi  Statu: 

I  herewiih  transmit  to  the  House  of  Rrpresenta- 
ttres  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  with  ac- 
companying papeis,  in  answer  to  their  resolation 
of  the  2  ht  instant. 

M.  VAN  BDREN. 

Washington,  Dec.  38, 1840. 

DxPAltTMBNT  op  StaTB, 

Watbington,  Dec  28,  1840. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  Stkte,  to  whom  has  been 
referred  the  rt  solution  of  tbe  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, dated  the  ilM.  instant,  requesting  tbe  Presi- 
dent "to  communicate  to  that  House  (it  not  in  bis 
opinion  incompatible  with  the  public  interest)  all 
the  correspondence  between  this  Government  and 
that  of  Great  Bri:a'n,  or  Ibe  officers  or  agents  of 
either,  or  the  officers  and  agents  of  this  Uovero- 
ment  wittotbe  President  or  any  of  its  Departments, 
which  has  not  heretofore  been  communicated  to 
that  Hoose,  on  the  subject  of  tbe  ourtage  of  burn- 
ing the  Caroline  on  the  Niagara  frontier;  and  whe- 
ther there  is  any  prospect  of  compen.sation  being 
made  to  ihe  owner  of  taid  boat  for  the  loss  thereof; 
and,  also,  whether  any  communications  have  been 
m<ide  to  this  Government  in  regard  to  the  arrest 
and  imprisonment  of  —  McLeod,  by  the  autho- 
rities of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  being  concert- 
ed in  said  outrage;  and,  if  so,  that  he  ccmfflUDicala 
a  copy  thereof  to  that  House,"  has  tbe  honor  lo  re- 
port to  the  President,  in  answer  lo  that  resolation, 
tbe  accompanying  papers. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
To  the  Feesident  of  the  (J.  Slates  of  America. 

Mr.  StevtMon  to  Mr.  For$t/tk Exlratl. 

Leoatiok  of  tue  Unitkd  States, 

London,  July  2,  1839. 

•  ••••« 

I  regret  lo  say  that  no  answer  has  yet  been  given 
to  my  noie  in  the  case  of  the  ''Caroline."  1  have 
not  deemed  it  proper  under  the  circumstances  lo 
press  ibi!  subject  without  further  instiaciions  from 
your  Department.  If  it  Is  the  wish  of  Ihe  Govers- 
ment  that  I  should  do  so,  I  pray  to  be  informed  of 
il,  and  the  degree  of  aigeney  Ihat  I  am  to 
adopt. 

Mr.  Fortyth  to  Mr.  Hmenson. — Extrael. 
Depabtment  op  State, 
Washington,  Uih  September,  1839. 

•  •  •  a  •  a 

With  reference  lo  th?  closing  paragraph  of  yoar 
communication  in  ibe  Department,  dated  ihe  31  of 
July  last,  (No.  74,)  it  is  proper  lo  inform  yoa  that 
no  instructions  are  at  present  required  for  again 
bringing  forward  ihe  question  of  tbe  ''Caroline." 
I  have  had  fieqaeni  conversations  with  Mr.  Fox  in 

regard  to  this  subject — one  cif  very  recent  date 

and  frwra  its  lone,  the  President  expects  the  British 
Govrrnmcnt  will  answer  your  applica'ion  in  the 
ca.^e  without  much  farther  delay. 

Mr,  Fox  to  Mr.  FortyCA.  • 

Washinotow,  December  13,  1840. 
Sir:  I  am  iufurmed  by  his  Excellency  the  Lien- 
lent  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada, 
that  Mr.  Alexander  McLeod,  a  Briiish  aubjeci, 
and  I  lie  deputy  .sheriO'of  ihe  Niagara  district  in 
Upper  Canada,  was  aiie$i>d  at  Lewis:oa,  in  ibe 
Stale  C'f  New  York,  on  the  12ih  of  last  monih,  on 
a  protrndeJ  ctiar:;eof  manlcr  and  arsoa,  as  having 
been  engaged  in  i  he  capture  and  destruction  of  the 
piratical  stearabual  "Caroline,"  in  the  month  of 
Deceotber,  1837.    After »  tedious  and  vexations 
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exaaunation,  Mr.  McLeod  was  committed  for  trial, 
and  he  is  now  imprisoned  in  iKwkport  jail. 

I  feel  it  my  doty  to  call  npoa  the  Qovemmfnt  of 
the  Uiiited  States  to  lake  pronipt  and  efiectnal 
stepslbr  the  liberation  of  Mr.  McLeod.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  destruction  of  the  steamboat 
"Caroline"  was  a  public  act  of  pereons  in  her  Ma- 
jesty^ ssrrice,  obeying  th«  order  of  their  superior 
aatttorities.  That  act,  tberef&re,  according  to  the 
usages  of  nations,  can  only  be  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion between  the  two  National  aovernmenis: 
It  cannot  justly  be  made  the  ground  of  legal  pro- 
ceedings in  the  United  Slates  against  the  iodiridu- 
als  conceraed)  who  were  bound  to  ob.:y  the  an- 
thoritifs  appointed  by  their  own  Government. 

I  may  add  that  I  believe  it  is  quite  notorious  that 
Mr.  McLeod  was  not  one  of  the  patty  engaged  ia 
the  destruction  of  the  steamboat  "Caroline;"  and 
that  Ibe  pretended  charge  upon  which  he  has  been 
imprisoned  rests  only  upon  the  perjured  testimo- 
ny of  certain  Canadian  outlaws  and  their  abettors, 
who,  unfortunately  for  the  peace  of  that  neighbor- 
hooit,  are  Mill  permitted  by  the  authorities  of  the 
State  of  New  York  to  infest  the  Canadian  frontier. 

The  quettioQ,  however,  of  whether  Mr.  McLeod 
was  or  was  not  concerned  in  the  destrnction  of  the 
"Caroline,"  is  beside  the  piirpose  of  the  present 
eommunieition.    That  act  was  the  public  act  of 

ersons  ubeyiog  the  constitnied  authorities  of  her 
ajesly's  Province.  The  National  Government 
of  the  United  States  thought  themseWesTalled  upon 
to  remonstrate  against  ii;  and  a  remonstrance 
which  the  President  did  accordingly  address  to  het 
Majesty's  Oovemment,  is  still,  I  believe,  a  pending 
subject  of  diplomatic  discnsiiion  between  her  Ma* 
jesty's  Government  and  the  United  Sta'es  Legation 
in  London.  I  Teel,  therefore,  justified  in  expecting 
that  the  President's  Goverament  will  see  the  justice 
and  the  nee°ssily  of  causing  the  present  immediate 
release  of  Mr.  McLeod,  as  well  as  of  taking  such 
steps  as  may  be  requisite  for  preventing  others  of 
her  Majesty's  subjects  from  being  persecuted  o> 
molested  in  the  United  States  in  a  similar  manne: 
for  the  fnture. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  McLeod  was  arrested  on  Iht 
13ih  nliimo;  that  after  the  examination  of  wit 
Besses,  he  was  finally  committed  for  trial  on  ihi 
I8th,  and  placed  in  confinement  in  the  jail  of  Lock 
port,  awaiting  the  assizes,  which  will  be  held  the r« 
in  Febrnary  next.  As  the -ease  is  naturally  occi' 
sioning  a  great  degree  of  ezci'ement  and  indigna 
tion  withia  the  British  frontier,  I  earnestly  hopi 
that  it  may  he  in  your  power  to  give  me  an  eari] 
and  satisfactory  answer  to  the  present  represeniai 
ion. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  i^ew  to  yoa 
the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

H.  S.  FOX. 
Hon.  Joiiti  FOBSTTB,  &c.  Ac. 

Mr.  Fbrtntk  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Depabtmiht  of  SriTB, 
Washington,  December  26,  1840. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  and  have 
laid  before  the  Pressdeni,  your  letter  of  the  13.b 
instant,  touching  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  ol 
Alexander  McLeod,  a  British  subject,  and  late 
Deputy  Sheriff  of  the  Niagara  District,  in  Uppel 
Canada,  ou  a  cbaree  of  marder  anil  arson,  as  bav 
ing  ben  engaged  in  the  capture  and  destruction  ol 
the  steamboat'  "Caroline,"  in  the  tnonlh  of  De< 
cembtr,  1837-,  in  respect  to  which  you  slate  tbal 
you  feel  it  your  duiy  to  call  upon  the  Govemmsijl 
of  the  United  Stales  lo  take  prompt  and  effectua 
steps  for  the  liberation  of  Mr.  McLeod,  asd  lo 
prevent  others  of  the  snbjeois  of  her  Majesty,  the 
deen  of  Oieat  Britain,  from  being  persecuted  ol 
•molested  in  a  similar  manner,  for  Ihe  future. 

This  demand,  with  the  grounds  upon  which  it  i! 
made,  has  been  duly  considered  by  the  Pretideu', 
with  a  cincere  desire  to  give  to  it  such  a  reply  a^ 
will  not  only  manifest  a  proper  regard  fcr  the  rha' 
racter  and  rizhis  of  the  United  States,  but,  at  thi 
same  lime,  tend  lo  preserve  the  amicable  relaiioDa 
which,  so  advantageously  for  both,  subsi<t  between 
this  connlry  and  F.ngland.  Of  the  reality  of  ihis 
ditposition,  and  of  >he  unifoimity  with  which  ii 
has  t>een  evinced  in  he  many  delicate  and  difGcull 
question?  which  have  arisen  between  Ihe  two  coun- 


tries in  the  last  few  years,  no  one  can  be  more  con- 
vinced than  yourself.  It  is  then  with  unfeigned 
regret  that  the  President  flinds  himself  unable  to 
recognise  the  validity  of  a  demand,  a  compliance 
with  which  you  deem  so  material  to  the  preserva 
tion  of  the  good  understanding  which  nab  beet 
hitherto  manilested  between  the  two  countries. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  several  States  which  con 
stitule  the  Union  is,  within  its  appropriated  sphern 
perfectly  independent  of  the  Federal  Governmeni 
The  cffence  with  which  Mr.  McLeod  is  charged 
was  committed  within  the  territory,  and  against  Iht 
laws  and  citizens  of  the  State  of  New  York,  andia 
one  that  comes  clearly  within  the  competency  of  hei 
tribunals.  It  does,  not,  therefore  present  an  occa' 
sion  where,  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
Union,  the  iDterporition  called  for  would  be  pro' 
per,  or  for  which  a  warrant  can  be  found 
in  tb^  powers  with  which  the  Federal  Executive  is 
invested.  Nor  would  the  circumstances  to  whic!i 
you  hare  referred,  or  the  reasons  you  have  urge^ 
justify  the  ennion  of  such  a  power,  if  it  ex 
isted.  The  transaction  out  of  which  the  queslioo 
arises,  presents  the  case  of  a  most  unjustifiable  in- 
vasion, m  lime  of  peace,  of  a  portion  of  the  territory 
of  the  United  States,  by  a  band  of  armed  men  front 
the  adjacent  territory  of  Canada,  the  forcible  cap 
ture  by  them  within  our  ovrn  waters,  and  the  gubic- 
qnent  destrnction  of  a  Kteamboat,  the  property  of  a 
eiiizen  of  the  United  States,  and  the  murder  of  one 
or  more  American  citizens.  If  arrested  at  the  time, 
the  offenders  might  unquestionably  have  been 
brought  to  justice  by  the  judicial  authorities  of  ibe 
State  within  whose  acknowledged  territory  thes( 
crimes  were  committed;  and  their  sobsequent  vo- 
luntary eniianee  within  that  terriiory,  places  them 
in  Ihe  same  situation.  The  President  is  not 
aware  of  any  principle  of  iotemational  law,  oi 
indeed  of  reason  or  justice,  which  entitles  such  of- 
fenders to  impunity  before  the  legal  tribunals, 
when  coming  voluntarily  within  their  independent 
and  undoubted  jurisdiction,  because  they  acted  in 
obedience  to  their  superior  authorities,  or  because 
their  acts  have  become  the  subject  of  diplomatic 
discussion  between  the  two  Governments.  There 
methods  of  redress,  the  legal  prosecution  of  Ibe  of- 
fenders, and  the  application  of  their  Government 
for  satisfaction,  are  independent  of  each  other,  and 
may  be  separately  and  simultaneously  pursued. 
The  avowal  or  justification  of  the  ontrage  by  the 
British  authoritie.<,  might  be  a  ground  of  complain! 
with  the  Government  of  Ihe  United  Stales,  distind 
from  the  violition  of  the  territory  and  laws  of  Ihe 
Stale  of  New  York.  The  application  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Union  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  foi 
the  rcdi.ess  of  an  authorized  outrage  o'  the  peace, 
dignity,  and  rights  of  the  United  States,  cannot 
deprive  the  Siate  ( f  New  York  of  her  undoubted 
right  of  vindicating,  through  the  exercise  of  hei 
judicial  power,  the  property  and  lives  of  her  citi- 
zen!!. Yon  have  very  properly  regarded  the  al- 
leged absence  of  Mr.  McLeod  from  the  scene  oi 
the  offence  at  the  time  when  it  was  committed,  ai 
not  material  to  the  decision  of  the  present  qneslion 
That  is  a  matter  to  be  decided  by  legal  evidence; 
and  the  sincere  desire  of  the  President  it,  tliat  il 
may  be  satisfac'orily  established.  If  the  d» 
sirociion  of  the  Caroline  was  a  public  act  of  per' 
«ons  in  her  Majesty's  service,  obeying  the  order  ol 
their  snperior  authorities,  this  fact  has  not  been  bC' 
fore  communicated  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  by  a  person  authorized  to  make  the  admiS' 
sion;  and  it  will  be  for  the  cnnrt  which  has  taken 
cognizance  of  the  offence  with  which  Mr.  McLaod 
is  charged,  lo  drcide  upon  its  validiiy  when  legally 
estahliifaed  before  il. 

The  President  deem^thisto  be  a  proper  occasion 
to  remind  \h'.  Government  of  her  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty that  the  ca!«  of  ihe  "Caroline"  has  been  long 
since  brought  lo  the  attention  of  her  Maje<ly'd 
principal  ^crelary  of  State  for  Fo-eign  Affairs, 
who,  up  10  this  day,  has  not  communicated  its  de- 
cision thereupon.  It  i<  hoped  that  the  Government 
ofherMsjrsiy  will  perct  ive  the  importance  of  no 
lon)>er  leavine  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates  uninformed  of  its  views  and  intentions  npon 
a  !>ubjr-et  wh'ch  has  naturally  produced  much  ex- 
a.-'peration,  and  which  bas  led  10  such  grave  cons:- 
qacnces. 


I  avail  myself  of  this  oecaaion  to  renew  to  j«m 
the  assaranoe  of  my  disiiognished  coiwideration. 
JOHN  FOBSYTH. 
H.  S.  Fox,  esq.  fte.  Ac.  Ac. 

The  documents  accompanying  the  PKtideat^ 
message,  in  relation  to  the 

BURNINQ  OF  THE  STEAMBOAT  CAROLDIE, 

having  been  read,  and  the  question  being  on  the  >»• 
consideration  of  the  vote  by  which  5,000  extra  co- 
pies had  been  ordered  to  be  printed, 

Mr.  ALFORD  said  he  was  happy  that  he  bad 
moved  (he  reconsideration,  and  that  he  was  now  Of 
tisfied,  having  heard  the  papers  read,  that  thqr 
they  ought  to  be  printed.  HewassatiaOed  that  tM 
answer  of  Mr.  Forsyth  was  a  good  State  Rights 
paper;  and  he  should  think  that  his  instincts  of  jo^ 
lice  were  blunted  by  party  spirit,  if  he  were  capa- 
ble  of  doing  injustice  to  that  officer  under  any  eir« 
cumstanccs.  He  (Mr.  A.)  hoped  that  the  paity 
strife  which  had  just  passed  had  not  blunted  the  in- 
stincts of  justice  of  the  great  Wh'g  party  of  the 
United  States,  nor  of  the  State  Rights  party,  of 
which  be  had  lived  an  humble  member,  and  of 
which  he  hoped  to  die  a  member.  He  was  satlf- 
fied  that  the  rights  of  the  Empire  State  of  New 
York  had  been  vindicaled  by  the  Secieiaty  of  Stale 
in  an  able  and  dignified  manner;  and  he  was  soriy 
lo  say  that  this  was  the  only  paper  coaling  from 
that  Department  that  he  could  commend  in  dtat 
light. 

As  regarded  his  sympathy  towards  Ihe  Northeas- 
tern terriiory,  he,  as  a  Saathem  man,  had  not 
more  than  he  ought  lo  have;  but  he  did  knov 
that  the  Lion  of  England  had  been  growling  for  his 
prey  on  that  Northeastern  boundary  long  ago.  As 
an  American  citizen,  he  felt  humbled  at  the  reflec- 
tion that,  under  the  administration  of  Martin  Tan 
Buren,  the  Eag'e  of  his  country  had  cowered  under 
the  Liun  of  EUigland;  be  felt  humbled  tbal  a  oooa- 
try  which,  even  in  the  days  of  the  Revolnlion,  was 
strong  enough  to  defend  its  rights,  should  now  pet- 
mit  the  Q,ueen  of  England  to  deprive  them  of  every 
thing.  Aggression  after  aggression  had  been  com- 
mitted, and  it  would  continue  to  be  so  so  long  as 
the  head  of  the  Executive  Government  failed  to  de- 
fend the  doctrines  contained  in  this  document. 

Mr.  A.  then  withdrew  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  STANLY  renewed  it. 

Mr.  HOLMES  of  South  Carolina  said  he  was 
quite  delighted  with  this  debate;  not,  however,  be- 
cause the  incidental  question  of  State  rights  had 
been  introduced,  for  that  was  about  the  same  thing 
as  the  Constitution,  which  every  man  construed 
according  lo  his  own  taste.  But  he  was  delighted 
because  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  given  bn 
approval  to  at  least  cue  act  of  the  Admioittratien. 
He  was  glad  thai  one  member  of  the  opposite  partj 
had  the  generosity  to  acknowledge  them  in  the 
right  for  once.  The  gentleman  had,  however, 
touched  on  the  very  important  subject  ol  the  North- 
eastern boundary.  He  had  said  that  the  Lion  of 
England  Imd  growled,  while  we  paid  no  regard  to 
it,  etc.  Now  be  (Mr.  H)  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther the  remarks  made  by  that  gentleman  were  to 
be  considered  ominous  of  the  future  action  of  dw 
new  Administration?  Were  we  not  to  judge,  from 
the  remarks  made  by  one  of  its  friends,  that  we 
were  to  be  precipitated  into  a  cohfixt  with  this 
mighty  power,  prepared  and  armed  at  every  point, 
and  that,  too,  tor  a  line  of  demarcation?  If  thejr 
were  to  rush  into  ihe  conflict — if  the  South  waa  to 
be  prostratei,  he  was  thankful  that  gentlemen  had 
fhown  their  handi<,  that  the  Sonth  might  know  ihat 
one  of  ihe  results  attending  the  triumph  of  ihis 
great  party,  was  a  question  of  territorial  war. 

Mr.  ALFORD  replied  lo  these  remarks,  and 
said  that  he  had  not  spoken  in  behalf  of  the  coming 
Administration.  He  had  it  not  in  his  eye  or  his 
mind  at  the  lim«  he  spok^  hs  knew  nolhing  of  its 
secrets  nor  its  intentions.  He  had  had  no  confe- 
rence with  its  fiieadf,  nor  had  hi;  advice  ever  been 
asked.  He  tpoke  fur  himself — he  spoke  the  senii- 
'  ments  of  bis  n«n  heart,  when  he  said  ihat  the  Lion 
of  England  had  g.'owled  for  its  prey  on  the  North- 
eastern bound  iry.  Whatever  might  be  the  opinion 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
HoLMCS,]  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  express  his  belief 
that,  if  ever  ihe  issue  of  which  the  gentleman  spoke 
did«ome,  the  State  of  Sonth  Carolina  wonld  be 
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1  in  the  first  rmnks,-  gallaDtly  defending  the  ho- 
nor, and  mkiniaining  the  rights  of  the  nation.  This 
mocfa  h*  conld  say— he  being  one  of  the  first  bom 
of  nnlUfication  out  of  Soatb  Carolina — that  South 
Carolina  would  be  the  last  to  hide  her  head,  if  the 
eoaatrr  shonld  ever  be  engaged  in  a  war  with  Bri- 
tain. His  own  wish  wa::,  that  we  never  might  have 
war  with  h;r  on  this  or  any  other  qaestion,  if  it 
eoald  be  honorably  avoided. 

For  the  part  which  be  had  taken  in  the  recent 
Tietorions  strpggle,  he  claimed  do  honor  distinct 
firom  his  colleagaes  and  his  conntry;  and  in  charac- 
terizing as  he  had  done  the  commanication  of  Mr. 
Fbrsyth,  he  (Mr.  A  )  had  done  only  that  which  a 
sense  of  jastice  dictated. 

Mr.  CUSH1N9,  after  some  preliminary  re- 
marks in  relation  to  the  great  imporiance  of  tha 
sabject  inrolred  in  the  docoments,  called  particu- 
lar attention  to  the  fact,  that  this  was  the  first  time 
ii  bad  been  offi.:iaMy  avowed  that  the  outrage  on 
the  Caroline  was  aathorized  by  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain.  Yon  will  perceive,  said  Mr.  C. 
that  Mr.  Fox  tays: 

'  It  is  well  known  that  the  destfaction  of  the 
steamboat  Caroline  was  a  public  act  of  (lersons 
in  ber  Majesty's  service,  obeying  ihe  order  of  their 
saperior  authorities." 

He  (Mr.  C.)  denied  that  the  fact,  that  the  out- 
rage being  perpetrated  under  the  anihoriiy  of  the 
British  authorities,  had  been  '-well  known,"  as  al- 
leged by  Mr.  Fox.  Two  years  ago.  Lord  Palmer- 
s!on  was  asked  that  question,  but  it  bad  never 
been  avowed  until  the  present  time.  Therefore, 
he  wonld  repeat  that  the  assertion  as  to  the  fact 
BOW  avowed  being  "well  known,"  was,  in  point  of 
fitO,  untrue.  This  bad  been  very  properly  noticed 
by  the  Secretary  of  Siate  in  bis  reply  to  Mr.  Fox, 
as  foUows: 

"If  the  destmetion  of  the  Caroline  was  a  pab'ic 
act  of  persons  in  her  Majesty's  service,  obeying  the 
order  of  their  superior  authoritier,  tbis  fact  ha.i  not 
been  before  communicated  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States." 

The  fact  of  this  avowal,  however,  gave  the  sub- 
ject an  importance  which  it  did  not  before  possess. 
Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  show  that  as  the  aulbo> 
rities  of  the  Colonial  Provinces  had  punished 
American  citizens  engaged  in  piratical  acts  on  their 
coast,  by  a  parity  of  reasoning  the  State  of  New 
York  had  the  same  right  to  pnnish  persons  engaged 
in  piratical  acts  within  her  waters. 

Mr.  C.  then  entered  into  a  vindication  of  the 
friends  of  General  Harrison,  and  eomplaiaed  that 
while  at  one  time  they  were  charged  with  being  the 
allies  and  tools  of  Great  Britain,  they  were  now 
charged  with  a  d»ign  to  involve  the  country  in 
war  with  that  power.  He  denied  both  the  charges. 
Mi.  DUNCAN  demanded  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cdshinq]  when  and 
where  ihe  Administration  had  charged  the  Whigs 
with  being  the  "tools  of  Great  Britain."  Let  the 
member  lay  his  finger  upon  the  place  where  it  had 
been  asserted  by  any  paper,  or  present,  if  he  could, 
any  such  extract  to  the  House.  The  Whig  pattv 
had  not  been  charged  by  the  Van  Baren  press  with 
being  the  "tools"  of  Great  Britaia;  bat  ihey  had 
been  charged  with  being  under  the  influfeoce  of  the 
moneyed  aristocracy  of  that  country — under  the 
influence  of  British  gold.  And,  said  Mr.  D..I 
wonld  advise  gentlemen,  before  they  engage  in  such 
debates  as  these,  first  to  clear  th<-mselves  from  that 
charge.  Let  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
pause  before  making  such  a  charge  against  the  De- 
mocratic party,  and  clear  his  own  party  from  the 
just  charge  of  acting  under  the  influence  of  the 
moneyed  aristocracy  of  Great  Britain.  Mr.  D. 
here  desired  the  Clerk  to  read  an  extract  from  a 
paper  he  held  in  his  band;  but 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
subject  en  which  the  gentleman  was  speaking  was 
not  in  order  on  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  priotin; 
of  doenmeots. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  was  perfectly  willing  to  speak  in 
order;  bnt  if  be  was  out  of  order  in  thowiog  the 
falsity  cf  a  charge  against  the  Administration,  why 
was  not  the  gentlenian  who  made  that  chariie 
called  to  order?  Mr.  D.  vaid  the  charge  against 
the  Deinocratic  parly  having  been  made,  acd  be 
having  denied  it,  he  was  now  about  to  jirove  that 


the  Whigs  and  the  institutions  of  the  country  were 
governed  and  managed  by  the  moneyed  aristocnej 
of  England. 

After  some  conversation  of  a  desultory  cha- 
racter, 

Mr.  STANLY  withdrew  his  motion  to  reconsi- 
der. So  the  question  was  no  longer  before  the 
House. 

REFERENCE  OF  SENATE  BILLS. 

Tbe  followiQg  bills  from  the  Senate  were  twice 
read,  and  referred  as  follows  : 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Lemuel  White ; 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

An  act  for  the  r^ief  of  Margaret  Barnes,  widow 
of  Elijah  Barnes ;  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensiens. 

An  act  granting  i^  pension  to  David  Walter ;  to 
the  Committee  on  Revoloiionaify  Pensions. 

An  act  for  the  relief  Samuel  Collins ;  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

An  act  for  the  relief  Joseph  Basselt ;  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry to  procure  steam  vessels  for  the  revenue  seiT' 
vice;  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joab  Seeley ;  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

An  act  for  the  relief  William  P.  Rathbone ;  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  (h«  reprrsen'aiives  of 
Richard  T.  Bink^ ;  to  tb«  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  to  pay  Ben  Murphy,  of  Arkansas,  .for 
corn,  cattle,  &c.;  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  makingau  appropriation  for  the  removal 
of  the  raft  in  Red  river ;  to  the  ■  Committee  on 
fiUiads  and  Canals. 

An  act  to  amend  the  act  to  authorize  tbe  State  of 
Tennessee  to  is^ue  grants  to  lands  and  se\U'.  claims 
to  vacant  land?,  passed  18<.h  of  April,  1806 ;  to  the 
Committee  un  Public  Lands. 

An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  S«lma  and  Tennes- 
see Railroad  Company ;  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

An  act  further  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for 
taking  the  sixth  census  or  ennmeraiion  of  the  in- 
habitants of  tbe  United  States;  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

An  act  allowing  drawback  on  foreign  merchan- 
dise exported  in  the  original  package  to  Chihuahua 
to  Santa  Fe^  in  Mexico;  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  extending  the  same  privilege  to  the  ez- 
portaiiotts  to  the  adjoining  dominions  of  Great 
Britain. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  tbe  corporate  authorities 
of  Mobile;  to  tbe  Committee  on  Military  Aflfitirs. 
SCHOOLS  FOR  INDIANS. 

Mr.  MASON  of  Ohio  asked  leave  to  move  a  re- 
solution which  was  read  at  tbe  Clerk's  table;  and 
no  objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was  Intro- 
dnced,  and  it  was  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows: 

Resolvtd,  Tbat.the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House  in  what  manner  that  part  of 
the  20tb  article  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Choctaw  nation,  made  at  Dancing 
Rabbit  Creek,  and  dated  September  27,  1830,  has 
been  executed,  which  stipulates  that  "for  the  bene- 
fit and  advamage  of  the  Choctaw  people,  and  to 
improve  their  condition,  theri;  shall  be  edacited 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  and  at  the  ox- 
pense  of  the  United  States,  forty  Cboctaw  youths 
for  twenty  years." 

And  that  he  commnnisaie  copies  of  all  such  re- 
gulations as  may  have  been  adopted,  of  orders  is- 
sued, and  correspondence  bad,  relating  to  the  exe- 
cution of  that  stipulation,  and  state  what  amount 
of  money  has  been  appropriated,  and  whp.t  amount 
expended  on  account  thereof;  what  agent  or  agents 
have  been  employed,  their  names,  numbrr,  and 
compensation;  whether  an  academy  or  other  sr.hool 
has  been  e^tabli.'bed  for  th?  education  of  the  Choc- 
taw yonthi,  and  at  what  time  and  p!ac(;  whether 
teachers  have  bt-en  employed,  and  the  names,  num- 
ber, and  compensation  of  each;  what  number  of 
th«  Cl'ociaw  youths,  or  other  persons,  if  any,  have 
been  received  into,  or  educated  at,  such  school,  and 
at  whP.t  cost  per  tchotar;  what  buildings,  if  any, 
have  been  erected  for  the  accommodation  of  sncb 
school,  and  at  what  cost;  and  what  branches  cf 


learning  have  been  taught  there;  and  how  many 
pupils  have  graduated,  and  in  what  term  of  time 
alter  their  admission;  and  what  is  the  present  ntua- 
ber  of  teachers  and  pupils  belonging  to  the  school. 

And  that  he  be  required  to  make  a  similar  report 
and  statement  in  regard  to  Ihe  execution  of  so  mndi 
of  the  same  article  of  said  treaty  as  provides  that 
"fifty  thousand  dollars,  viz:  twenty-five  lumdred 
dollars  annually,  shall  he  given  for  the  support  of 
three  teachers  of  schools  for  twenty  years." 
PESENTATION  OP  PETITIONS. 

The  States  and  Territories  were  then  called  for 
petitions.    They  were  presen'.ed  by 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  DOWNING,  of  Florida. 

Mr.  CRARY,  ofMibhigan. 

Mr.  JAMESON,  of  Mi&soori. 

[Mr.  Jameson  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Missouri  on  the  subject  of  tbe 
northern  boundary  of  that  State.  Also,  the  memo- 
rial frem  same  on  the  subject  of  the  swamp  lanite; 
and  also,  the  petition  of  Wm.  Turney  for  an  ad- 
ditional pension.  The  two  last  of  which  were  re- 
ferred f)  the  appropriate  committees,  and  the  first 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.] 

Messrs.  CRABS  and  DILLET,  of  Alabama. 

Messrs  CASEY  and  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois. 

[Mr-  Rbtholds  presented  the  petition  of  121 
citizens  of  Williamson  county,  Illinoiji,  praying 
for  a  change  of  the  mail  route  from  Go!conda  to 
Frankfort  in  said  S'ate,  so  as  to  pass  Marion,  the 
county  scat  of  saii  Williamson  county:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Po.^l  OflSce  and  Post  Roads.] 

Messrs.  LANE,  CARR,  and  DAVIS,  of  In- 
diana. 

[Mr.  CjRR  presented  the  petition  of  Alexander 
Chambers,  of  Indiana,  asking  a  pention:  referred 
te  the  Commiiiee  on  Revolulionarv  Pensions.] 

Mesrs.  SWEENEY,  STARKWEATHER, 
WBLLER,  MASON,  and  MEDILL,  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  TURNEY,  of  Tennessee. 

[Mr.  Tdrney  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Pamel,  of  Tennessee,  late  a  volunteer  in  Florida, 
praying  an  investigation  into  the  causes  of  the 
great  delay  to  pay  for  the  horses  lost  in  Florida: 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed.] 

Messrs.  UNDERWOOD,  GREEN,  TRIP- 
LETT,  and  BUTLER,  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  HABERSH&M,  of  Georgia. 

Messrs.  THOMPSON,  BUTLER,  and  PICK- 
ENS, of  South  Caiolina. 

Mr.  X>EBERRY,'of  Notth  Carolina. 

Messrs.  BEATTY,  HENRY,  KEIM,  TO- 
LAND,  and  FORNANCB,  of  Pennsylvania. 

[Mr.  Keim  presented  the  petitions  of  Margaret 
Glencer,  Maria  E.  Fox,  and  Susanna  Mellon,  pen- 
sioners under  the  act  of  7th  July,  1838,  praying  a 
continuance  of  pension.  Also,  the  petition  of 
Philip  Aa'pach,  asking  for  arrean  of  pension.] 

[Mr.  ToLAMo  remarked  that  he  was  desirous  of 
presenting  a  memorial  of  tbe  Anii-slavery  Society 
of  Ea^tern  Pennsylvania,  which  prayed  for  achange, 
or  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  regarding  the  toleration  of  slavery.  He 
did  not  conceive,  ina.smucb  as  it  asked  for  an  alte- 
ration in  the  fundamental  law  of  Ihe  land,  that  it 
came  wiihia  the  role  of  the  House  prohibiting  the 
reception  of  petitions  upon  ihe  subject  of  slavery; 
that  the  Speakbr,  however,  might  think  different- 
ly; and  that,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  ins 
oi'inion,  he  would  send  him  Ihe  memorial  to  exa- 
mina  at  hU  teat.  Mr.  T.  aliio  remarked,  that  if 
the  SpsAKBa  decided  that  the  memorial  came  under 
the  role,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  take  an  ap- 
peal. 

Tnc  Speaker  examined  the  memorial,  and  ob- 
served that  be  was  not  surprised  at  the  doubts  of 
the  geniUmen,  that  he  felt  it,  however,  to  be  his 
duly  to  decide  that  it  did  come  within  tbe  class  ex- 
cluded by  Ihe  rule;  bnt  that  ht  bad  no  objection  to 
the  appeal  which  Mr.  T.  said  he  would  lake. 

Mr.  ToLAND  then  took  Iho  appeal — the  q<iestion 
was  put,  and  the  Speaker's  dsctsion  was  affirmed 
without  a  division  ]    ' 

Messrs.  MONTANYA,  JACKSON,  BREW- 
STER, KEMPSHALL,  ALLEN,  HAND,  ELY, 
MITCHELL,    MORGAN,   MONROE,   qUIT, 
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TBNOEN,  RUSSELL.  FILLMORE,  PECK,  and 
ORANGBR,  of  New  York. 

[Mr.  Hasd  presented  a  memorial  of  86  citizens 
of  Plattsborgfa,  New  York,  praying  the  passage  of 
•  general  bankrupt  law;  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary.  Also,  a  memorial  of  Elltanah 
Watson,  setting  forth  the  advantage  to  the  United 
States  of  a  railroad  for  military  and  other  purposes 
between  Port  Kent,  on  Lake  Champlain,  and  Og- 
deiubaigb,  &c.  &e.  Also,  on  his  motion,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rerolntionary  Pensions  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Hugh  Malloy;  and  the  rame  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Inralid  Pensions.  Also,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions  was  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  John 
Arheart;  and  the  same  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims.] 

[Mr.  Bbewsteb  presented  the  memorial  of  Geo. 
'H.  McWhorter  and  several  hundred  other  citizens 
of  Owego  CO.  N.  Y.  in  relation  to  the  piers  and 
mole  at  Oswego:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  ordered  that  the  memorial  be 
printed.] 

[Mr.  Jackson  presented  the  memorial  of  Capt. 
Noah  Mason,  keeper  of  the  light-house  at  Sands 
Point,  N.  Y.  asking  compensation  for  moneys  ex- 
pended by  him  in  improving  the  property  belong- 
ing to  the  United  Slates  at  that  place  ] 

[Mr.  MoaoAH  presented  the  petition  of  Willet 
Lonnsbury,  Hiraii:  Ratbbnn,  and  54  other  citizens 
of  Cayuga  co.  N.  Y.  for  a  general  bankrupt  law. 
The  petition  of  G.  S.  Murphy,  Isaac  Sclover,  and  7 1 
other  citizens  of  the  same,  for  the  same.  The  pe- 
tition of  Thomas  Y.  How,  jr.  for  the  issuing  of  a 
patent,  and  for  othrr  relief  ] 

Mr.  EASTMAN,  of  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Maine. 

Mr.  8LADE,  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN,  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  CRANSTON,  of  Rhode  Island. 

Messrs.  BRIG03,  CUSHING.PARMENTER, 
REED,  SALTONSTALL,  ADAMS,  and  CAL- 
HOUN, of  Ma<4achusetis. 

Mr.  ADAMS  preiented  a  letter,  which  be  con- 
sidered in  the  nature  of  a  petition,  from  a  Mr.  At- 
tree,  of  New  York,  who  considered  his  character 
as  a  Reporter  and  a  man  injuriously  assailed  by 
the||reading,  in  the  Hou.^e  of  Representatives,  by 
Mr.  MoHR'  K,  of  New  York,  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Jafiray  of  that  city,  in  which  a  report  mad*  by  said 
Attree  was  represented  as  a  burlesque  of  a  speech 
delivered  by  Mr.  Jafiray  at  a  certain  meeting  held 
in  New  York,  and  by  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Monroe 
and  Mr.  Wise  thereon.  Mi.  A.  said  he  did  not 
know  the  individual,  nor  did  he  know  he  had  ever 
seen  him,  unless  it  might  have  been  once,  when  he 
was  engaged  in  reporting  a  lecture  which  Mr.  A. 
bad  delivered  (on  any  thing  but  politics)  shortly 
before  the  commencement  of  the  present  session; 
but  be  presented  and  would  ask  for  the  reading  of 
(be  letter  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  person  con- 
cemrd. 

Some  remarks  fell  from  Mr.  A.  which  related  to 
the  pan  Mr.  Monroe  had  taken  in  the  debate  on 
the  bill  re(  orted  by  Mr.  A.  for  (he  prevention  of 
frauds  on  the  revenue. 

The  letter  having  been  read — 

Mr.  MONROE  of  New  York  expressed  his  fuf 
prise  and  r»gret  that  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetis  had  Itonght  it  proper  lo  bring  a 
matter  like  ibis  before  that  solemn  assembly.  Tbe 
communication,  as  published  in  the  Herald,  had 
reached  the  ciiy  the  nitihi  before,  and  Mr.  M's  at- 
tention had  been  called  to  it,  supposing  it  might 
contain  somcihing  peiS'>nal  to  himself  and  the  ho- 
norable gfUtle.iian  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise.) 
He  bad  earefally  examined  it  lo  see  whether  the 
writer,  in  any  part  of  it,  had  takrn  exception  to 
the  course  of  the  honorable  M'.  Wise  and  himself 
in  what  they  had  Fxid,  a  lew  days  .^mce,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  report  of  Mr.  JafTray's  speech,  and  b-!  did 
sot  so  understand  the  writer.  In  what  Mr.  M.  had 
said,  in  Iho  .<'purofihemomcnl,  hehadhAJnoiatrn- 
tion  to  call  in  question  the  qualifications  of  Mr. 
Attree  a^  a  Reporter,  or  the  accuracy  of  the  Herald; 
but  be  had,  on  a  perusal  ol  hit  report  of  Mr.  Jaf- 
fray's  si)eech  on  the  ne^«&sity  of  the  merchants  of 
J^ew  York  employiog  an  agent  at  Wasbiogiup, 


been  led  at  once  to  conclude  that  it  must  have  been 
a  bnrlesqae  of  the  speech  actaally  delivered;  for  he 
could  not  believe  that  any  one,  who  wished,  as 
Mr.  Jaffray  did,  to  prevent  tba  passage  of  a  law 
in  Congress,  could  ever  be  co  blind  to  bis  own 
interests  as  to  make  such  a  speech  as  that  given 
as  his  in  the  New  York  Herald. 

But  further:  Mr.  Jaffray  had  himself  pnbli>.hed, 
in  that  very  paper,  a  letter  or  card,  positively  de- 
nying the  correctness  of  the  report,  and  represent- 
ing it  as  a  caricature  of  his  remarks;  which  card 
had  been  published  in  the  Herald,  wiihont  editorial 
comment  or  remark,  to  his  knowledge.  Hence 
Mr.  M.  concluded,  of  course,  as  any  man  would 
naturally  conclade,  that  the  report  was  admitted  by 
the  editor  to  hare  been,  as  it  was  charged  to  be,  a 
mere  playful  burlesque.  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  not 
there  lo  defend  Mr.  Jaffray,  nor  was  he  there  to  as- 
sail any  man.  When  the  report  of  Mr.  Jafiray  >s 
let;er  had  been  read,  he  perceived  that  it  bad  more 
efiect  in  the  Hoa.<.e  than  be  conid  have  tUoogbt  it 
at  all  likely  to  have;  and  apprehending  that  the 
character  of  the  great  body  of  the  merchants  of 
New  York  m'ght  po'sibly  be  injuriously  aflected  by 
the  impression  it  produced,  and  from  the  comments 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massacbuseiis  [Mr.  Adams] 
on  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  at  which  it  had 
been  delivered,  Mr  M.  as  in  duty  bound,  bad  risen 
in  their  defence^  and  had  endeavored  to  show  that 
they  were  in  no  wire  justly  implicated.  As  to  this 
Mr.  Attree,  Mr.  M.  bad  no  doubt  he  was  one  of 
the  best  reporters  in  this  country.  He  had  said  no- 
thing against  his  capacity  or  character,  but  he  had 
honestly  supposed  the  report  was  a  burlesque.  He 
repeated  that  he  had  not  risen  to  defend  Mr.  Jafiray 
or  to  attack  the  editor  or  reporter  of  the  Herald, 
but  merely  to  perform  a  duly  lo  his  constitnettt.°,  by 
preventing  misapprehension  on  ibis  floor.  As  an 
evidence  of  the  total  contempt  in  which  this  whole 
matter  was  regarded  in  New  York,  in  all  the  letters 
be  bad  received  from  that  city,  not  a  word  was  said 
in  any  one  of  ihem  about  it.  In  fact,  it  was  too 
ridiculous  an  aff'air  for  Mr.  M.  to  have  any  thing 
further  to  do  with,  and  be  washed  his  bands  of  it. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that,  if  the  gentleman  from 
New  Yxrk  [Mr.  Mokroe]  had  alluded  to  him  as 
intending,  in  any  remarks  be  bad  submitted,  to  in- 
jure the  character  of  the  merchants  of  Now  York — 

Mr.  MONROE  promptly  interposed  to  disavow 
any  such  idea;  he  was  fully  aware  that  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Massachusetts  won'd  be  one  of 
the  very  last  men  unjustly  to  assail  the  reputation  of 
so  respectable  a  body  of  men,  or  of  any  other  class 
of  citizens  throughout  this  country. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  this  was  sufficient  for  him. 
No  man  cherished  a  higher  respect  for  the  mer- 
chants of  New  York  than  he  did;  those,  especially, 
who  were  in  a  proper  !>ense  American  merchants. 
But  the  meeting,  railing  itself  a  meeting  of  the 
merchants  of  New  York,  consisted  of  a  very  diffe- 
rent description  of  persons;  being  competed,  chiefly, 
of  Scotchmen  and  Yorkshire  clothiers,  the  very 
men  against  whose  frauds  the  bill  he  had  introduced 
was  aimed.  Aslo  the  remaik«  of  Mr.  Jafi'ray  on 
himself,  he  should  say  nothing,  ^ave  to  that  por- 
tion of  them  which  charged  him  with  "having  been 
closeted  for  two  hours  with  the  Collector  of  New 
York"  when  Mr.  A.  was  coming  on  to  Congres.< — 
to  which  lie  plead  guilty;  he  had  been  closeted  with 
that  ofllcer,  though  not  quite  for  two  hour.".  He  bad 
gone  at  the  reque&t  of  the  Collector,  who,  hearing  of 
bis  teing  in  the  city,  had  sent  a  note  to  him  lo  ^ee 
biin  at  the  cus:om-bou>T;  and  in  that  conversation 
the  Collector  had  expressed  a  very  strong  desire  that 
U  at  portion  of  the  bill  to  prevent  frauds  on  the  re- 
venue, uhich  Mr.  A.  had  formerly  reported  to  this 
Hon^e, should  be  repi  rted  again.  With  Mr.  Hojrt 
or  with  Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Duiier,  Mr.  A.  rouirt  claim 
hiile  political  sympa>hy;  but  he  had  gone  as  he  was 
r<'qU';ste(';  and  there  it  was  stated  lo  him  that  the 
frauds  comp'ained  of  were  going  on  still,  and  that 
the  bill  was  as  necessary  now  as  it  bad  ever  been; 
and  the  Collector  had  observed  that  his  succefsor, 
whoever  he  might  be,  would  find  it  so.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  enlertaintd  the  same  desire 
for  iht  pa.-'sagc  of  the  bill.  And  Mr.  A.  would  do 
buth  ihe.ie  t.flicere  vt  Government  the  justice  to  say 
that  he  believed,  in  this  matter,  they  were  disposed 
lo  discharge  their  public  dvt/  with  Qdeliiy;  and  be 


was  willing,  in  (his  thing,  to  give  to'  the  proper 
wishes  of  the  Treasury  Department  all  the  sap- 
port  in  that  House  he  was  able. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  moved  (bat  so 
much  of  the  President's  ine&sage  as  relates  to  mili- 
tary afi'airs  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Afiairs. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected.  He  said  that  the  prae- 
tice  for  some  years  bad  been  for  the  Hoose  to  go 
into  Otmmiltee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  tbe 
Unien,  and  for  some  friend  ef  tbe  President  (hen 
to  portion  ont  tbe  President's  isessage  among  tbe 
appropriate  committees,  by  which  means  the  whole 
of  that  document  came  under  tbe  consideration  of 
the  House.  It  was  a  good  practice,  and  presented 
the  only  mode  by  which  the  House  coali  get  taVL 
possession  of  every  part  of  the  message.  Bat, 
within  the  last  few  years,  examples  bad  crept  in 
which  be  hopsd,  for  all  future  times,  would  stand 
as  warnings  and  not  as  admonitions,  of  not  coa' 
sidering  the  message  in  Commicee  of  tbe  Whole, 
bat  of  individual  gentlemen  picking  out  partienlar 
subjects  in  it,  and  having  ihem  referred  to  their 
own  committees.  This  practice  was  not  only 
irregular,  but  highly  inexpedient  and  iojuriotis, 
producing  utter  confusion  in  the  legislation  of  the 
Hoose.  It  prevented  the  Hoase  from  getting  the 
whole  message  under  its  discnssion;  and  that 
which  it  did  discuss  was  discussed  under  expo- 
sure, every  moment,  lo  tbe  previons  question, 
by  which  free  discussion  and  full  and  ripe  eonsi- 
deratioB  was  prevented.  Here  a  gentleman  wanted 
one  partienlar  portion  of  the  message  rettrred  to 
tbe  Committee  on  Military  Afi'airs  :  but  as  Mr.  A. 
considered  the  portions  of  the  message  on  that  sub- 
ject as  highly  important,  he  desired  the  whole  mes- 
sage .should  first  be  considered  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  tbe  slate  of  (he  Union ;  and  be  fell  tbe 
rather  anxious  on  this  point  because  tbe  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  tbe  military  committee  at  tbe  last 
se.«ion  bad  proposed  to  add  some  1,500  or  1,600 
men  to  the  standing  army  of  the  United  Slates.  If  tbe 
House  did  go  into  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  Mr. 
A.  should  very  probably  deliver  sentiments  on  sev- 
eral of  tbe  subjects  it  contained  very  dififerant  from 
those  expressed  by  the  President  He  hoped  the 
i  gentleman  would  change  bis  motion. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  consented,  in  parsnaaee  of 
this  suzgestion,  to  change  his  motion  for  one  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Presidenl^i 
message,  and  make  it  the  special  order  on  Monday 
next.  He  denied,  expressly,  that  the  bill  to  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  hai  alluded  as  introdneed 
last  iession  did  piopose  to  augment,  by  a  single 
office!  or  man,  the  standing  army  of  the  United 
Stales ;  but  its  object  was  lo  protect  a  frontier  ex- 
posed to  (be  utmost  dangers  from  savage  depreda- 
tion and  massacre. 

The  motion,  requiring  two-ihirds,  was  not  agreed 
to. 

Whereupon  Mr  THOMPSON  gave  notice  that 
be  sbonlit  renew  his  motion  on  Monday  next. 
THE  NEW  JERSEY  ELliCTIDN. 

While  petitions  were  being  presented  to-day, 
Mr.  GARRET  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  asked  leave 
to  move  the  folloiving  resolution,  which  was  read 
and  objected  to: 

Whereas  tbe  majority  of  this  House,  abont  the 
close  q(  the  last  session  of  Congress,  did  decide  that 
Peter  D.  Vroom,  Pnilemon  Dickerson,  William  R. 
Cooper,  Daniel  B.  Ryall,  and  Joseph  Kille,  were 
"entitled  to  occupy  as  members  of  ibe  House  of 
Representatives  the  five  cintested  seats  from  the 
State  of  New  J3rsey;'' and  said  majority,  with  the 
exception  of  the  members  on  tbe  Committee  of 
Elections,  bad  had  no  opportunity  of  examining 
the  testimony  relating  lo  said  contested  seals,  and 
yet  refused  to  permit  said  testimony  to  be  read  lo 
the  House,  and  proceeded  to  adjudge  and  decide 
the  right  lo  said  seats  in  utter  ignorance  of  ih« 
merits  of  the  contest;  therefore, 

fit  i<  rewired,  Tnat  the  aforesaid  decision  of  the 
majority  of  this  House  ought  to  be  rescinded,  set 
aside,  and  held  for  naught. 

Rtaolved,  That  (his  House  will,  in  conformity  to 
all  precedent,  to  the  decency,  dignity,  and  junti-e 
oh'Ueh  procceding«,  and  to  the  sanction  of  their 
oaths  and  their  duty  as  judges  of  tbe  case,  tborongb- 
ly  examine  tbe  testimony,  taken  by  its  order,  Iq 
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idation  to  the  conflicting  claims  to  said  seats,  and 
will  then  impartially  decide  ths  right  of  the  said 
Peter  D.  Vrcom,  Philemon  Dickersoo,  Wra.  R. 
Cooper,  Daniel  B.  Ryall,  tind  Joseph  Kille,  of  the 
one  pun,  and  of  Johq  B.  Aycrigg,  Cbarles  C. 
S'ratton,  J.  B.  Maxwell,  William  Hals'.ead,  and 
'    T.Jones  Torke,  of  the  other  part,  to  ihcm. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  gave  notice  of  a  bill  lo  deter- 
nine  by  law  the  day  for  the  annnal  meeting  of 
Coagnst. 

On  notion  of  Mr.  CCSHINQ,  all  the  memorials 
and  other  papers  on  file  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
hatioM  previonsto  1800,  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
nittee  on  Foreign  Affairs;  and  he  gave  notice  that 
he  ifaoald  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  snb- 
ject  on  Thursday,  the  7lh  of  January  next. 

Mr.  ORAVES  obtained  leave  to  iairodoce  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Mary  Hnnter;  which  was  twice 
lead,  aad  committed  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LANE  obtained  leave  to  inlrodace  a  bill  to 
eonfirm  to  ihe  State  of  Indiana  the  land  selected  by 
her  for  that  portion  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal 
whieb  lies  betwrcn  the  month  of  the  Tippecanoe 
river  and  Terre  Haute,  and  for  other  purpates; 
wfaidi  bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee oo  the  Jadiciary. 

The  following  resolotions  weie  introduced  on 
leave  daring  the  preientation  of  petitions,  and  were 
agreed  to  by  the  Hotise: 

By  Mr.  MOORE: 

Beiohti,  That  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  dated  July  10,  1840,  transmitting  the  re- 
port of  the  Commissioner  of  theOeneral  Land  Office 
ia  lelaliOD  to  the  claims  filed  in  ihe  land  oSlcs  at 
'  Opeloasas,  under  the  act  of  6  h  February,  1835,  for 
tM  final  adjostment  of  claims  to  land  in  the  Stale 
of  Looidana,  with  all  the  docamcnts,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

By  Mr.  BEIRNE: 

Re$alvti,  That  Ihe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roadahe  instraeted  to  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  establishing  a  post  route  from  Pales- 
tine, in  the  county  of  Greenbrier,  Virginia,  lo  the 
fRed  Stilphur  Spring,  in  Monroe  county,  in  said 
State. 
By  Mr.  POPE: 

Ittuhtd,  That  the  Cammittee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency and  justice  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  Springfield  to  Maxvllle,  in  Washingion  coan- 
tf,  Eentacky,  and  from  Maxvllle  to  Harrodsborg, 
ia  Mercer,  iad  of  providing  by  law  for  having  the 
luil  carried  on  said  route  as  foimerly. 

By  Mr.  A.  Y.  BROWN: 

Stiotvti,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
PoiHons  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  granting  pensions  to  Rowland  Ledbetter, 
Aleathea  Allen,  widow  of  Daniel  Allen,  and  Corne- 
lin  Webb.  

On  motion  of  Mr.  TRIPLETT, 

Tlie  House  adjoomed  over  till  Monday  next. 

IN  SENATE. 
MoHOAT,  January  4, 1841. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  Ihe  memo- 
rial of  tlw  Council  acd  House  of  Representatives 
of  Ifae  Territoi;  of  Iowa,  praying  an  act  to  autho- 
riie  the  sturvey  and  estimate  for  a  canal  from 
Iowa  City  to  some  point  on  the  Cedar  River,  in 
said  Territory;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee OD  Beads  and  Canals. 
*  AUo,  the  memorial  of  ihe  Conncil  and  Honse  of 
BepresenUtives  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  praying 
aa  ^tpropriatiott  for  the  improvement  of  certain 
road^  which  was  teferred  to  the  Committee  on 
Road*  and  Canalr. 

Also,  ihe*memorial  of  the  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  praying 
an  appropiiation  for  the  improvement  of  the  Terri- 
torial road  in  said  Territory;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Alao,.a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Stat',  with 
the  names  and  cempensations  of  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  that  office;  which  was  laid  on  the  table 
and  wdered  to  be  printed. 

'Also,  a  report  from  the  Secretary' of  the  Navy, 
with  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  of  the  contin- 
g*Bt  fund  of  that  Department. 

Alao,  a  communication  flrom  the  Secretary  of  the 


Tieasory,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Qenetal  Land  Office,  containing  a 
.  Matcment  of  its  operations  during  pans  of  the  year 
1839  and  1840;  which  was  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.  , 

Mr.  PIERCE  presented  the  petition  of  David  Put- 
ney; which  was  teferred  to.  the  Commitiee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  the  petition  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy  citizens  of  Michigan,  praying 
the  passage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which,  as 
a  bill  on  the  subject  bad  be«a  already  reported,  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  N.  presented  Ihe  petition  of  citizens  of  Ma- 
comb county,  Michigan,  praying  for  Uie  imposition 
of  a  duly  on  foreign  silks;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  N.  also  presented  the  petition  of  citizens  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  praying  for  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  of  Port  Sheldon. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  a  discontinuance 
of  ibe  spirit  portion  ot  the  navy  ration,  and  the  sub- 
stitution of  heaUhfnl  beverages  therefor;  whirh 
was  referred  to  Ihe  Committee  ,on  Naval  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  the  petition  of  two  citi- 
z!ns  of  Ohio,  praying  the  pa«sa|;e  of  a  general 
bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  presented  the  petiiion  of  Wil- 
liam C.  Anderson;  which  was  referted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  presented  the' petition  of  the 
New  Orleans  and  Carrollton  Railroad  Company; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  the  petiiion  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  praying 
the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  themo- 
lion  of  reception  wav  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  the  petition 
of  Walker  Kinkle  and  Carotherf ;  which  wa.'  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  Reuben  E.- 
Qcntry  and  others;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  CLA  y  of  Kentucky  presented  two  petitions 
in  favor  of  abolishing  the  spirit  portion  of  the  navy 
ration,  and  the  substitution  of  healthful  beverages 
therefor;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  ROANE  presented  the  petition  eflhe  heirs 
of  Dr.  William  Ramsey,  of  Lieutenant  Enoch 
K.  Withers,  of  Captain  John  Hawkins,  of  Dr. 
William  Rumney.ot  Lieutenant  Jos.  Blackwell,  of 
John  and  Henry  Banks;  which  were  severally  re- 
ferred to  th!!  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  RUGQLES  presented  the  petition  of  How- 
land  Dyer;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commitiee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  R.  also  presented  the  petitions  of  Fontaine 
Manrey,  of  George  W.  Jones,  of  Robert  Roberts, 
and  of  Caleb  Eddy;  which  were  s^'verally  referred 
to  the  Commitiee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  PRESTON  presented  the  petiiion  of  Wil- 
liam Depeysier  and  Henry  A.  Crogcr;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NICHOLAS,  the  petiiion  and 
pipers  of  Estevan  Plauche,  now  on  file,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  nn  Private  Land  Cbims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  petition  and  pa- 
pers of  Samnel  Macliay  were  permitud  to  be  with- 
drawn from  the  files  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislative  Conncil  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  prjy- 
ing  a  change  in  the  organic  Uiv  of  said  Territory^, 
made  an  adverse  repoit  thereon;  which  wasordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  Sebastian  Batcher  and 
and  the  heirs  and  legal  represeotativies  of  Bartholo- 
mew Butcher,  Michaal  Batcher,  and  Peter  Bloom; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Campau;  and 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Kennedy; 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  KINO,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notlee, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  Scott; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  Ihe  Com- 
teeon  Indian  Affair<^ 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  f^m  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thos. 
S.  Clarke,  made  an  adverse  report  iherecn;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Li- 
brary, to  which  was  referred  the  petiiion  of  John 
Land  is,  made  an  unfavorable  report  thereon,  and 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject;  which  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  the  following  resola- 
tien,  which  was  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secreiery  of  Ihe  Treasury  be 
directed  to  inform  the  Senaie  what  amount  of  mo- 
ney, being  a  balance  found  to  their  credit  on  Uie 
books  of  the  branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  at  Washington  city,  was  paid  into  ihe  Trea- 
sury by  Ihe  surviving  commissioners  under  the  act 
for  the  seltlemeut  of  Ihe  Mississippi  land  claims, 
and  the  corre«:pondence  ia  relation  thereto. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Demlved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the;,  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  inform  Ihe  Senate,  whether  any  experi- 
ments have  been  made  or  authorized  by  him  to  as- 
certain the  fitness  of  American  water  rolled  hemp 
for  the  use  of  the  navy — what  prrgre-s  has  been 
made  in  such  experiments,  if  any — the  prospect  of 
succeeding  in  the  attempt — and  wh^ber  any  special 
legislation  in  relation  to  contracts  ft  r  supplying  the 
navy  with  hemp  would  be  necessary  to  the  full  and 
satisfactory  decision  of  Ihe  question  of  the  fitness 
or  unfitness  of  American  water  rolled  hemp  for  the 
use  of  the  navy  of  the  United  siiates. 

The  bill  to  confirm  to  the  Slate  of  Indiana  the 
land  selected  by  her  for  that  portion  of  the  Wabash 
and  Erie  Canal  which  liei  between  the  mouth  of 
the  Tippecanoe  river  and  Terre  Hsute,  and  for 
other  purposes,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Clemens,  Bryan  and  Company,  was  taken 
up  and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  ordered  to  bs  engrossed  for  n  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  bill  making 
compensation  lo  the  State  of  Maine  for  the  services 
of  her  militia,  wss  taken  up  and  considered  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  the  bill  making 
compensation  to  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  for 
the  services  of  her  militia,  Ttas  taken  up  and  con- 
sidered as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
GENERAL  ORDERS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Plumb  Island 
Bridge  and  Turnpike  Company; 

The  bill  to  refund  to  Noah  Miller  and  others,  a 
part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  'o(  the  British 
sloop  Mary,  and  cargo,  which  were  captured  by 
them,  and  libelled  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Uaited  States; 

The  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  John  Moore; 

The  b  11  in  adi^il-nn  t»  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Walter  Loomis  and  Abel  Gav,  were  severally  con- 
sidered as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered 
lo  be  engro«sed  for  a  third  rending. 
GENERAL  PROSPEGTIVE  PRE-EMPTION 
LAW. 

The  bill  le  establ  sh  a  permantnt  prospective 
pre-empt'on  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the 
public  lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  eolliva'e  the 
same,  and  raise  a  log  cabin  tberec  n,  being  the  spe- 
cial order  of  ihe  day,  wjs  lakea  up,  and 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  addressed  the  Sen*  e 
at  length  in  explanation,  and  in  favor  of  its  prov.- 
sions.    He  wm  followed  by 

Mr.  BENTON,  who  also  spoke  at  somi  leogth  in 
favor  of  the  measure. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  PRENTISS  and 
MANGUM,  Mr.  M.  offered  to  amend  by  inserting 
Ihe  word  "white,"  so  as  to  confine  the  benefits  of 
the  bill  to  white  persons,  which  was  adopted — ayes 
37,  nay  1,  as  follows;  .  ^ 
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VISAS — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Andenon,  Ben'oo,  Ba- 
chanaii,  CalboDD,  day  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Ken- 
laeky,  Clajton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Ora- 
bam,  Henderson,  King,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Mangant,  Mtrrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Ntirvcll, 
Pierce,  Preston,  Roane,  Robinson,  Rnggles,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Cooneetieat,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sinrgeon, 
TUImadge,  TiH|>pan,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams, 
and  YoDDg— 37. 

JJAY— Mr.  Porter— 1. 

Mr.  MANGUM  then  moved  to  amend,  by  ex> 
eept^  aliens  from  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
which  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  MANQUM  and 
CLAT  of  Kentucky,  aad  opposed  by  Messrs.  BU- 
CHANAN, CLAY  of  Alabama,  and  BENTON; 
and  the  qaestion  on  its  adoption  being  taken,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative— ayes  12,  nays  30,  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messr*.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Huntington,  Knight, 
Maogum;  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  and  Rug- 
glfs— 12. 

MAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson.Bsnton,  Bacha- 
nan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fallon,  Hender- 
son, Hubbard,  Kin^,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Monlan, 
Nii-ho1a9,  Norvell,  Pierce,  P«rter,  Roaoe,  Robin- 
son, Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smih  of  Indi- 
ana, Sturgeon,  Tallmidge,  Tappan,  Walker, 
Wall,  Williams,  Wright  and  Young— 30. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  then  moved  to  amend,  by  pro- 
Tiding  that  no  person  shonid  be  permitted  to  avail 
himself  of  tbe  benefits  of  the  bill  more  than  once; 
which  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  bill  was  then  informally  passed  over, 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
MoHDAT,  January  4, 1841. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  Honse  the  fol- 
lowing commnnicalion-s  which  were  severally  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  viz: 

I.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treisnry,  trans- 
mitting a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Ge- 
neral Land  Office,  relative  to  the  operations  of  that 
office  during  parts  of  the  years  1839  and  1840. 

S.  From  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in 
obodienee  to  the  act  of  3J  of  March,  18u9,  "far- 
ther to  amend  ihe  several  acts  for  the  adjustment 
and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navi^ 
Departments,"  and  of  tbe  act  of  3d  March,  1817, 
to  p:ovide  for  tbe  prompt  settlement  of  public  ac- 
eoonts,  transmitting  a  list  of  the  balance:!  standing 
on  tbe  books  of  the  revenue,  which  have  remained 
unsettled  by  collectors  of  the  customs  and  others, 
which  have  been  doe  more  than  three  years  ptior 
to  the  30th  of  September,  1839- 

3.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmit- 
ting, in  obedience  to  the  act  of  3d  March,  1839,  an 
abstract  of  disbursements  under  the  head  of  Con- 
tingent Expenses  of  the  Naval  Establishment,  8« 
settled  f.nd  allowed  at  the  office  of  the  Fourth 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  from  the  1st  (!.ir  of 
October,  1839,  to  the  30  h  of  September,  1840,  in- 
clusively. 

4.  From  the  Secretary  of  Sta'.e,  transmuting  a 
list  of  the  clerks  employed  in  his  Departn-.eDt  dur- 
ing the  pest )  ear,  and  ihi  compeo^alion  of  each. 

5.  Prom  the  S«cre!ary  of  War,  l^aasali^lln^,  in 
obedience  to  the  modified  resolution  of  the  H.iuse 
of  Reprrseniaiive><  of  the  23 J  of  Decembi  r  I  -.i,  a 
reportof  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  of  ihr  C  luntl 
of  Topt'graphioal  Etigineers,  lelalive  t..  ih.;  s  is- 
pension  ('f  opei  aliens  a' tiie  pubjic  woiUs  on  the 
borders  of  the  Western  lakes  and  en  the  Cumber- 
land Road. 

6.  A  letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Bouse,  as  fot- 
Ions: 

To  the  honorablt  the  Hmue  <tf  RtprtsetUativts  of  the 
Vnited  Stater. 
■  I  was  not  in  my  seat  when  a  Irtler  from  J.  C. 
Rives,  one  of  the  Prio'eis  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, was  laid  bafnre  the  House.  As  I  learn 
tiom  a  repoit  of  the  proceedings  ol  the  Hnnsc-, 
that  that  letter  bad  been  referred  to  a  ccmi!^it:ee,  I 
will  merely  slate,  that  I  have  sent  no  "report  to  the 
Sia'ioner  of  the  House,  to  be  printed  by  bim,"  nor 
any  other  document,  that  could  be  claimed  by  the 
public  Printsr;  that  the  "other  peisons  paid  for 
printing,"  as  found  in  my  report  in  tbe  (wntiogrnt 


fund,  were  so  paid,  under  an  order  of  the  House, 
directing  me  to  have  the  printing  done,  before  a 
a  public  Printer  was  elected;  and  that,  by  a  special 
written  agreement  made  by  Messrs.  Blair  and 
Rives,  documents  of  ihe  last  sessisn,  sufficient  for 
the  use  of  the  members,  were  alt  to  have  been 
bound  and  delivered  by  them,  at  the  beginning  of 
present  session. 

I  learn,  further,  from  a  report  of  the  proceeding-) 
of  the  House,  that  to  the  motion  of  reference,  an 
amendment  was  oSered,  iastrocting  tbe  committee 
to  "inquire  whether  the  Clerk  was  intereited  in  the 
contract  with  Lsngtree  and  0'3ulli  van,  and  the  con- 
tracts with  Langtree."  Regarding  this  as  an  inti- 
mation that  I  have,  by  indirect  and  covert  means, 
appropriated  to  my  own  use  a  portion  of  the  public 
funds  entrusted  to  my  care,  I  cannot  let  it  pass 
without  notice. 

Had  the  amendment  been  adopted,  and  inqoiir 
made,  I  thuuld  have  regarded  it  as  an  act  of  kind- 
ness; but  having  been  introduced  and  then  with- 
drawn, it  might  seem  that  I  shrunk  from  the  in- 
vestigation. 

When  a  similar  charge  was  made  against  me  at 
the  last  session,  I  immediately  asked  an  investiga- 
tion. A  select  committee  was  appointed  wiih  full 
powers  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  "in- 
quire into  all  matters  of  frauds,  all  considerations 
of  economy,  and  all  other  matters  and  things,  in 
relation  to  contracts  made  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Honse." 

I  was  early  informed  by  a  member  of  that  com- 
mittee, that  they  considered  the  charge  of  fraud  as 
altogether  frivolous,  and  would  proceed  to  investi- 
gate the  other  subjects  referred  to  them. 

I  have  no  kno«ledg«  of  tbe  cause  why  they  did 
not  report  at  the  last  session.  I  hope  it  will  be 
their  pleasure  to  da  so  the  present  session,  and 
make  known  the  results  cf  their  inquiry  as  to  all 
tbe  matters  referred  lo  them. 

Biiusince  Ihe  qaestion  of  fraud  and  underhand 
intercFt  has  again  been  revived — thrown  out  as  an 
intimation,  and  K  ft  to  work  its  insidious  influence 
on  ibe  tbe  public  mind,  uncontradicted,  I  here 
assert,  that  I  have  not  now,  nor  have  I  ever  had, 
the  remotest  interest  in  any  contracts  made  in  my 
rffieial  capacity;  and  that  not  a  solitary  stiver  has 
ever  come  into  mypnckets  as  an  inducement,  or 
in  consequence  of  sach  contracts. 

All  my  official  acts  have  been  open  and  above- 
board,  and  I  am  willing  shall  be  known  of  all  men. 

No  member  of  your  honorable  bidy  has  a  higher 
sense  than  I  have,  of  the  duties  of  a  public  offi- 
cer, and  I  would  scorn  a  secret  purloining  of  tbe 
Treasury  by  indirection  and  subterfuge,  as  much 
as  I  would  an  open  and  direct  embezzlement. 

I  theiefore  ask  your  honorable  body  to  cause 
inquiry  to  be  made  by  a  committee,  whether  Ihe  in- 
timation of  my  being  interested  with  Messrs. 
Langtree  and  O'Sullivan,  S.  D.  Langtree,  or  any 
one  ehe,  in  any  contract  made  in  my  official  capa- 
city, or  in  any  manner  whatever,  be  true  or  false. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HUGH  A.  GARLAND, 
Clerk  House  of  Rt>presenlatives. 

[JonN  C.  BiVFS  has  read  the  above  letier  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Reprrseniativcs;  and  as  the 
i'nbjfcl  is  now  before  a  ^committee  of  the  Houte, 
he  deems  it  improper,  or  impolitic,  for  him  to  say 
more  ni  this  tim^,  than  thai  it  is  his  earnest  devire 
ii.at  the  Committee  fhoold  proceed  wiih  the  inves- 
ligation  a?  snon  as  possible,  and  deride  who  is  in 
the  ?rrong,  the  Clerk  or  himself.  He  would  here 
beg  Irave  lo  add,  wiih  due  .deference,  that  be  still 
has  more  corifidence  in  bis  twn  ejo,  than  he  has  in 
the  CierkV  letter.] 

Mr.  MORGAN  moved  that  it  be  laid  upon  the 
table  and  printed. 

M'-.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  thought  the  proper 
courie  would  be  to  refer  the  communication  of  the 
C!erk  10  the  same  Select  Committee  who  have  un- 
der considera'ion  the  letter  of  Mr.  Rives.  Mr.  D. 
made  a  motion  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  MORGAN  faw  no  necessity  for  referring  it 
lo  a  Select  Committee.  He  hoped  it  would  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  JAMES  GARLAND  hoped  the  geotieman 
from  New  York  wonld  wlth-lraw  tbe  motion  to  lay 
on  tbe  table.    He  (Mr.  G.)  wa«  in  favor  of  an  in- 


vestigation. From  an  amendment  offered  on  a 
previous  day,  an  impression  was  likely  to  exist  in 
the  public  mind  that  the  Clerk  had  been  intrrestel 
in  the  contracts;  but  if  there  was  no  foundation  for 
such  a  charge,  as  a  matter  of  justice  it  ought  to  be 
made  known,  and  the  impression  removed.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  tbe  commanication  of  tbe 
Cleik  would  be  referred,  so  that  if  there  was  a 
ground  for  the  implication,  it  might  be  made  uanl- 
fest. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  having  prece- 
dence, was  first  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS  was 
then  put,  and  it  was  agreed  to.    So  the  communi- 
cation was  referred,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
PRESENTATION  OP  PETITIONS. 

Tbe  Stales  and  Territories  were  then  called  for 
petitions.    They  were  presented  by 

Messrs.  ANDERSON,  PARRIS,  and  CLIF- 
FORD, of  Maine. 

[Mr.  Cliffjbd  presented  tbe  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Trafton  and  others,  of  Shapleigb,  Main*, 
praying  for  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  J.  W.  WILLIAMS,  of  New  Hampshir*. 

Messrs.  ADAMS,  LINCOLN,  BBIGGS,  and 
REED,  of  Massachnselts. 

Messrs.  TRUMBULL  and  BOARDMAN,  of 
Connecticut. 

Messrs.  FLOYD,  STRONG,  PRENTISS, 
HAND,  FILLMORE  HUNT,  MORGAN,  MON- 
ROE, BARNARD,  MARVIN,  HUNT,  DANA, 
EARL,  MONTANYA,  LEONARD,  aad  CHIT- 
TENDBN,  of  New  Yoik. 

[Mr.  SraoNO  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  Seneca  co.  N.  Y.  praying  tbe  passage 
of  a  general  bankrupt  law:  referred  to  theOammtt- 
tee  on  ibe  Judiciary.] 

[Mr.  Earl  presented  a  petition  of  0.  B.  Braek- 
«tt,  and  other  citizens  of  the  county  of  Onondaga, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  praying'  to  have  Con- 
gress  enact  a  bankrupt  law:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  tbe  Judicial?.] 

[Mr.  Bdnt  presented  the  memorial  633  eiUzens 
of  Troy,  N.  Y.  asking  Ibe  passage  of  a  bankrupt 
law:  referred  to  the  judiciary  Committee.  Also, 
the  memorial  of  172  citizens  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  asking  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  law:  re- 
ferred to  the  Judiciary  Cemmitlee.] 

[Mr.  Leonard  presented  the  petition  of  Hugh 
Stewart,  praying  to  be  indemnified  for  losses  sos- 
tained  by  him  under  a  contract  for  macadamizing 
the  Pennsylvania  avenue.] 

[Mr.  MoNTANTA  presented  petitions  from  citizens 
of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  praying  the  passage 
of  a  general  baakropt  law.] 

Mesrs  GALBRAITH,  NAYLOR,  WAGE- 
NER,  TOLAND,  and  McCULLOCH,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Mr.  WORTHINGTON,  of  Maryland. 

Mtsers.  BEIRNE,  SAMUELS,  GOGGIN,  aad 
McCARTY,  of  Virginia. 

[Mr.  GooGiN  presented  the  petition  of  JohnMar- 
chison,  of  the  county  of  Campbell,  in  Viiiginla, 
praying  compensation  for  revolutionary  rerviee;: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolnlionary  Claims.] 

Mr.  SHEPARD,  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  PICKENS,  of  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  TURNEY.  of  Tennessee. 

Messrs.  MORRIS,  GOOD E,PARRISH,  WEL- 
LEK,  and  QIDDINQS,  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  CHINN,  of  Louisiana. 

Messrs  RARIDEN,  LAiSE,PROFPlT,  CARR, 
and  DAVIS,  ol  Indiana. 

[Mr.  Davis  presented  tbe  petition  of  Elizabeih 
Davia,  widow  of  Charles  B.  Davis,  of  this  city 
praying  compensation  for  prop.»rty  destroyed  by  the 
British  daring  the  last  war,  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington.]   

Messrs.  STEWART  and  REYNOLDS,^  of  Illi- 
nois. 

Mr.  JAMESON,  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  CRARY,  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  DOWNING,  of  Florida. 
'Mr.  DOTY,  of  Wiskrnsan. 

During  the  presentation  of  petitions,  Mr.  HUB- 
BAkD  ask(7d  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  making  it 
Ihe  duty  of  the  President  and  the  heads  of  the  seve- 
ral depwtmentt,  to  remove  from  office  any  peisoa* 
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who  may  mtke  falae  estimates  for  the  erection  of 
p«biic  vorks,  etc. 
Objectioii  being  made,  leave  was  not  granted. 
BAr.  CR0S3,  of  Arkansas,  also  asked  leave  to 
iatTodiiiee  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 
priations to  improve  the  Red  river,  and  for  other 
porpoaes." 

Objectioo  being  made,  leave  was  not  granted. 

Bfr.  BETNOLDS  snbmiited  the  following  reso- 
Intioa,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Suiltfi,  That  the  memorial  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  which  is  now  on 
ile  ia  this  Hense,  praying  for  a  bounty  in  land  to 
the  troops  engaged  in  the  late  war  with  Qreat  Bri- 
tain, be  refeired  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

NATAL  DEPOT  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 

Mr.  TILUNQMAST  offered  the  following  pre- 
amble and  naolniions,  which  were  read  for  ioibr- 
matioii: 

Whereas  examinations  and  surveys  have  berelo- 
fitra  been  asade  in  the  Nairagaasett  bay,  ia  Rhode 
Island,  with  a  view  to  military  and  naval  esta- 
blishments, and  nspons  have  been  made  to  the 
Navy  Department,  and  oommtuieated  to  Congress, 
contalaing  evidenec  of  the  fitness  and  advantages 
of  a  place  upon  the  waters  of  that  bay  for  a  naval 
depot — 

Bt»ltti  bf  iht  SeHtIt  and  H«iiM  »/ ApresMMiiwi 
rf  tkt  JMUd  autf  ifi  CeagrcM  ammUed,  That  the 
Sesretary  of  the  Navy,  as  soon  as  may  be,  caose 
sneh  farther  examinations  and  surreys  to  be  made 
as  in  his  opinion  are  necessary  for  ascertaining  the 
fitness  and  relative  advantages  or  disadvantages  of 
a  place  in  the  said  Narragaosett  bay  for  a  naval 
establishment,  yard,  and  depot,  on  shore,  and  the 
beat  location  tharefor  in  said  bay,  with  estimates  of 
pcobaUa  expense;  and  that  said  estimates,  and  the 
leporta  of  Mid  examinations  and  surveys,  when 
made,  and  all  such  evidence  as  is  now,  or  may  (hen 
be,  in  pceaewion  of  his  Department,  as  to  such  fit- 
ness or  advantages  or  di^aavantagcs,  be  by  the  Se- 
cfctaiy  communicated  to  Congress  as  soon  as  may 
be,  with  anch  views  and  opinions  as  he  may  deem 
Important. 

Btuhtd  further.  That  for  carrying  ihii  resolu- 
tion into  effect,  there  be  now  appropriated,  and 
tteie  is  hereby  ^propriated,  a  sum  not  exeeieding 
oac  thousand  dollars,  oat  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Tteasnry  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Objeetion  being  made,  they  were  not  received. 

The  several  committees  were  then  called  on  for 
repoita,  of  which  an  aooount  will  be  found  at  the 
close  of  the  proeeedinga. 

Mr.  TILLINQHAST,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Natioaal  Library,  presented  the  foUowiDg, 
which  was  agned  tot 

JtsselMd  ty  Ikt  BtittU  and  Heuu  of  lUfir*- 
swfsHsw  tiflkt  UttiUd  8UU$  9f,tmaiea  in  Congrm 
siwsiHid,  Tbat  one  copy  of  the  catatogne  ot  the 
Library  of  Congress  be  presented  to  each  of  the 
incorporated  Universities,  Colleges,  Aibensnms, 
Hiatorieal  Societies,  and  American  Antiquarian 
Society  ia  the  United  States,  not  exceeding  300  in 
ntmbar. 

NBQROBS  OP  THE  AMISTAD. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  and  repoit  wheiher  the  docu- 
ments presented  to  the  House  on  this  subject  hare 
been  falsified  in  the  translation  from  the  Spanish, 
■nda  the  lollewing  report: 

The  select  committee  appointed  on  the  lOih  lost, 
with  liberty  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  as- 
certain aad  report  to  tbe  House  wheiher  the  print- 
ed  House  dccnmeat  of  the  last  session.  No.  185, 
has  bean  falsified,  materially  differing  from  the 
maanaeript  document  transmitted  by  tiie  President 
of  die  United  States,  and  if  so,  by  whom  the  said 
faWfieation  was  made,  respecifnlly  report — 

Tbat  a  nsateiial  alteration  ha^  be^n  made  ftom 
the  manuscript  ira^mitted  by  the  President  to  tbe 
Hooae,  by  this  substitution  in  the  printed  document 
of  tiw  word  setmd  for  the  word  tsdino,  in  the  nia- 
ntMeiipt,  in  the  tranilation,  at  pajte  48  of  the  print- 
ed doeament,  of  a  paper  purponiog  to  be  a  pass- 
port for  49  riaves,  belonginft  to  J.  Raiz,  and  by  the 
sabadtniion  of  the  same  word  lowMi  for  the  word 
India  I,  in  the  translation  at  the  49ib  page  of  the 
printed  document,,  of  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a 
pHiport  for  duee  tlavts  bdonging  to  P.  Montez, 


That  Ibis  substitution  was  in  both  cases  made  by 
John  H.  Trenholm,  the  proof  reader  at  the  office 
of  Messrs.  Blair  and  Rives,  the  Printers  of  the 
House. 

The  committee  submit  herewith  the  testimony 
taken  by  ibem  in  performance  of  tbe  duty  assigned 
to  them  by  the  House,  and  in  which  will  be  seen 
the  reasons  adduced  by  Mr.  Trenholm  for  making 
these  alterations.  And  they  hare  instructed  their 
chairman  to  more  that  they  be  discharged  from  tbe 
further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

J.  a.  ADAM3. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  and,  with  the 
accompanying  paperr,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following,  offered  by  Mr.  BARNARD  some 
days  ago,  came  up  ia  order: 

RuolMi,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  do 
make  to  this  House  a  report  to  thefoltowiog  effect, 
viz: 

1.  A  statement  showing  the  aggregate  revenue 
which  accrued  to  the  Government  from  customs, 
from  lands,  and  under  tbe  head  of  what  is  usually 
denominated  "miscellaneous,"  in  the  years  1837, 
1838,  1839,  and  1840,  estimating  for  the  Isst  quar- 
ter of  the  latter  year;  and  shuwini;  also  the  aggre- 
gate expenditures  during  the  same  years,  estimat- 
ing for  the  last  quarter  of  1840,  excluding  all  pay- 
ments  on  account  of  the  redemption  of  Treasury 
notes,  and  also  all  payments  on  account  of  trtut 
funds,  except  so  far  as  such  funds  have  fsiled  to 
produce  the  full  amount  of  interest  or  annuity 
aetnally  paid  on  account  of  them.  Tbe  statement 
to  show  the  general  balance  between  such  revenue 
and  expenditures  for  the  whole  period. 

2.  A  statement  showing  the  (ourees  from  which 
money  has  been  derived  to  tbe  Treasury,  within 
tbe  four  years  above  mentioned,  and  the  amount 
from  each  source,  with  the  aggregate;  esiimaiiog 
for  amnoDts  received  or  receivable  in  the  last  qoar- 
ter  of  1840.  This  statement  to  include  tbe  sum 
actually  received  in  tbe  Treasury  after  setting 
apart  the  original  amount  for  deposite  with 
the  States  under  the  deposite  act  of  1836;  the 
amount  of  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposiie  aioney 
under  that  act  which  was  finally  retained  in  ti.e 
Treastuy;  the  amount  of  trust  or  in>Iemnity  funds 
(if  any)  received  and  not  invested;  the  amount  of 
Treasury  notes  which  will  be  outstanding  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1841,  with  the  interest  accrued  on 
them;  tbe  amount  received  on  old  duly  bonds,  the 
payment  of  which  had  been  postponed;  tbe  amonnt 
received  oa  bonds  for  ih«  sale  of  the  stock  of  tbe 
United  States  in  the  late  Bink  of  the  Uailed  Slate;:; 
and  the  amount  received  from  various  banks  which 
suspended  in  1837.  This  statement  to  show  how 
much,  if  any,  of  these  moneys  remain,  or  will  be  in 
tbe  Treasury  on  tbe  1st  day  of  January,  1841. 

3.  A  statement  (as  far  as  the  same  is  known,  or 
can  be  teadil;  ascenained)  showing  in  what  casfs, 
if  any,  and  to  what  extent  and  pe caniary  amount, 
pnblic  works  have  be<n  or  will  be  carried  on,  or 
services  rendered  in  behalf  of  the  Oovernment, 
under  appropriations  of  the  present  year,  or  of  t<ast 
years,  during  the  year  1840,  (except  under  the  P-st 
Office  Department,)  in  regard  to  which  any  special 
agreement  or  understanding  whatever  exists  that 
the  payment  therefor  should  not  be  called  for,  and 
should  not  be  made  in  ihe  year  1840,  or  until  after 
the  4th  day  of  March,  184 1. 

4.  A  statement  showinfr  what  will  be  the  proba- 
ble amonnt  ent  of  tbe  new  and  prrmaaent  appro- 
priations, as  exhibited  in  the  estimates  of  the  Se. 
cretary  of  tbe  7;h  and  8>h  December  instant,  for 
tbe  year  184 1,  which  will  remain  nneipended  or 
uncalled  for  at  ibe  close  of  tbe  year  1841. 

5.  A  statement  showing  the  amounts  which  will 
be  required  to  purchase  ^tock,  or  make  invest- 
ment?, for  or  in  behalf  of  In>1i^ns  or  Indian  tribes, 
pnmuant  to  any  treaty  or  other  stipulation  other 
than  such  as  may  have  been  estimated  for  by  the 
Secretary  in  his  report  of  the  7ih  December  in- 
stant. 

6  A  statement  showing  more  particularly  than 
appears  from  his  report  of  tbe  7ih  December  in- 
stant, how'nnch  the  expenses  of  1841  will  fall  be- 
low those  of  1840,  on  account  of  each  of  the  fol- 
lowing particulars,  namely:  because  "the  pensions 
have  diminished  by  death;"  because  "fewer  In- 
dians remain  to  be  removed;"  beeavw  "eevtina 


expensive  public  buildings  hare  been  mostly  finish- 
ed;" and  because  "hostilities  with  the  Seminoles 
must  be  nearer  to  a  close." 

7.  A  statement  showing  the  amount  of  claims 
now  pending  in  tbe  Department,  growing  out  of 
the  Florida  war,  or  relations  with  Indians,  or  other- 
wise, whether  smeh  claims  have  been  considered  or 
passed  upon  or  not,  with  the  probable  or  proximate 
amonnt,  in  the  aggregate,  of  such  claims  which 
will  become  a  chaige  upon  the  Treasury,  as  nearly 
IS  the  Secretary  is  able  to  asceitain  or  to  ju^e 
thereof,  with  the  means  he  has,  or  can  readily  com- 
mand. 

Mr.  B.  after  making  some  modifications  thereto, 
was  proceeding  to  censure  the  S<creUiry  of  the 
Treasury  as  auiity  of  deception,  &c.  when 

Mr.  ALBERT  SMITH  moved  that  the  House 
proceed  to  Ibe  orders  of  the  day;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to.  •• 

So  the  Hotise  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
being  the  considerati:n  of  business  on  the  Spsaa- 
xa's  table. 

The  SPEAKER  thea  laid  before  Ihe  House  the 
following  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  transmitting  addiiiootd  correspondence  in 
relation  to  the 

BURNING  OF  THE  CAROLINE, 
r*  Hu  Hmue  ■>/  fieproenMtvu  of  Iht  XJnittt  8UU$: 

I  think  proper  to  communicate  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  further  answer  to  their  resolution 
of  the  31st  uUiooo,  the  correspondence  wbidi  has 
since  occurred  between  tbe  Secretary  of  State  and 
tbe  British  Minister  on  the  same  subject. 

M.  VAN  BURBN. 

WisHiNOTON,  January  3, 1841. 

Mr.  FoxtoMr.Pmilh. 
WisBiNQTON,  December  S9, 1840. 

StR:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  36  h  instant,  in  which, 
in  reply  to  a  letter  which  I  had  addressed  to  yon  on 
Ihe  13  h,  you  acquaint  rae  that  tbe  President  is  not 
prepared  to  comply  with  my  demand  fi'r  the  libera- 
tion of  Mr.  Alexander  McLeod  cf  Upper  Canada, 
now  imprisoned  atLockpoit,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  on  a  pretended  charge  of  murder  and  arsob, 
as  having  been  engaged  in  the  destruction  of  the 
steamboat  Caroline,  on  the  29.h  of  December, 
1837. 

I  learn  with  deep  regret  that  such  is  the  dec'sion 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and  I  cannot 
hot  foresee  the  very  grav;  and  serious  coaseqnen- 
ces  tbat  must  ensue,  if,  besides  the  injury  already 
inflicted  upon  Mr.  McLeod,  of  a  vexatious  and  ua- 
just  imprisonment,  any  farther  harm  may  be  done 
to  him  in  the  progress  of  ibis  extraordinary  pro- 
ceeling. 

I  have  lost  no  time  in  forwarding  to  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  in  England,  the  corre^n- 
dence  that  has  taken  place,  and  I  shall  await  the 
farther  orders  of  her  Majesty's  Government  with 
respect  to  the  impottant  question  « hich  that  cor- 
respondence involves. 

But  I  feet  it  my  duly  not  to  dose  this  eotnnwni- 
cation  wiihout  likewise  testifying  my  vast  regret 
and  surprise  at  ihe  expre^sions  wbieh  I  find  re- 
peated in  your  letter  with  reference  to  the  destmo- 
lion  of  the  steamboat  Cdroiioe.  I  bad  confidently 
hoped  that  the  fir>t  erroaeous  impiessions  of  the 
character  of  iliat  er<^ni,  imposed  up  >n  the  m  nd  of 
the  United  Suites  Guveromeni  by  partial  and  ex- 
aggerated repre-sentaiions,  would,  long  since,  have 
been  effaced  by  a  more  s  rict  aiid  accurate  exami- 
nation of  the  tact*.  Such  an  investigation  must 
even  yet,  I  am  willing  to  believe,  lead  the  United 
States  Qovemnent  to  the  same  conviciion  with 
which  her  Majesty's  auihorilies  on  the  spot  were 
imprcsed,  that  the  act  was  cne,  in  (he  sliictest 
.<:ease,  of  seir.defence,  rendered  absolutely  ne- 
cessaiy  by  the  circumstances  of  tbe  occssion, 
for  the  safety  and  protection  of  her  Map 
jesty's  subject?,  and  justified  by  tbe  same 
motives  and  principles  which,  upon  similar 
and  well  known  cessions,  have  governed  the  con- 
duct of  illustrious  officers  of  the  United  Slates. 
The  steamboat  Caroline  was  a  hostile  ves^'el,  en- 
gaged in  pitatical  war  against  her  Majesty's  people; 
hired  from  her  owners  for  that  expies<  purpose, 
and    knotvn  to  be  so  beyond  the  possibili^  n 
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doobl.  The  place  where  it  van  destroyed  w;is  no- 
miulljr,  it  is  troe,  within  the  territory  of  a  friendly 
power;  hot  the  friendly  power  had  been  deprived, 
throQgh  overbearing,  piratical  violf  nee,  of  the  nse 
of  its  proper  anthority  over  that  portion  of  territory. 
The  aalhorities  of  New  York  had  not  even  been 
able  to  prevent  (he  artillery  of  the  State  from  being 
carried  off  pnbliely  at  midday,  to  be  n5ed  as  instm- 
ments  of  war  against  her  MaJFsty's  sabjects.  It 
was  nnder  such  circumstances,  which,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  will  never  recur,  that  the  vefsel  was  attacked 
by  a  party  of  ber  Majesty's  people,  captured,  and 
destroyed.  A  remonstrance  against  the  act  ia 
qoeslioo  has  been  addressed  by  the  United  States  to 
to  her  Majesty's  Ooveroment  in  England.  I  am 
not  authorized  to  pronounce  the  deci<iDn  of  ber 
Majesty's  Government  upon  that  remonstrance; 
bat  I  have  felt  mywlf  boand  to  record,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  above  opinion,  in  order  W  protest  in  the 
most  solemn  manner  again.st  the  spirited  and  loyal 
conduct  of  her  Majesty's  officers  and  people  being 
qualified,  through  an  unfortanate  misapprehension, 
as  I  believe,  of  the  facts,  with  the  appellation  of 
ontrage  or  of  murder. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  t»  you 
the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

H.  S.  FOX. 

JIfr.  For$i/th  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Department  op  State, 
Wakhington,  Dec.31, 1840. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  note  of  the  39th  inst.  in  reply  to  mine  of 
the  26ib,  on  the  subject  of  the  arrest  and  detention 
of  Alezaoder  McLeod  as  one  of  the  perpetrators  of 
the  outrage  committed  in  New  York  when  the 
steamboat  CSaroline  was  seized  and  burnt.  Fall 
evideneeof  that  outrage  has  been  presented  to  her 
Britannic  Majesty's  Oovemment,  with  a  demand  for 
redress,  and  of  course  no  discussion  of  the  cir- 
cumstances here,  can  be  cither  tiseful  or  proper; 
nor  can  I  suppose  it  to  be  your  de<lre  to  invite  it. 
I  take  leave  of  this  subject  with  this  single  remark, 
that  the  opinion  so  strongly  expressed  by  yon  on 
the  facts  and  principles  involved  iu  the  demand  for 
reparation  on  her  Majesty's  Oovemment  by  the 
United  Slates,  would  hardly  have  ,been  hazarded, 
had  you  been  possessed  of  the  carefully  C(>llfcted 
testimony  which  has  been  presented  to  your  G^> 
vemmeni  in  Aupport  of  that  demand. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you 
the  assurance  of  my  distingiiished  consi-iersiion. 
JOHN  FORSYTH, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  me^a^o,  with 
the  accompanying  documents,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  R^!lations,  and  that  five 
Uioasand  extra  copies  be  printed. 

Mr.  F.  before  he  resumed  his  seat,  wished  to 
make  a  few  observations  in  relation  to  the  com- 
munication from  the  Minister  of  Great  Britain, 
and  in  regard  to  the  facts  as  slated  by  that  fnnction- 
ary  in  connection  with  the  outrage  upon  the  steam- 
boat Caroline. 

That  boat,  said  Mr.  F.  as  I  am  informed  on 
good  anthority,  belonged  tn  a  man  in  the  city  of 
Buffalo  named  'VVilliam  Wells,  who  was,  and  is 
now,  considered  a  very  peaceable  and  respectable 
citizen  of  that  city.  Tne  boat  did  not  bcl<  ng  to 
the  "Patriots,"  or  the  insnrgents  of  Csnaria,  nor 
was  it  in  any  way  whatever  under  their  control  or 
authority.  This  bein?  the  ca.^e,  he  could  not  con- 
ceive why  the  appellation  bestowed  upon  it  by  ihe 
Minister  of  Great  Britain  conid  have  been  piven. 
There  was  no  reason  for  it.  Yet,  faid  Mr.  F.  he 
has  ihonght  proper  to  call  the  boat  a  piratiral  ves- 
sel, in  tlie  employ  of  those  persons  dcatminated 
Canadian  Patriots. 

Mr.  P.  thsn  ptooeeded  to  siat»  what  he  main- 
tained were  the  real  facis  in  relation  to  the  burning 
of  the  Caroline,  which  were  as  folllows: 

Mr.  Wells,  at  the  time  the  insurgents  were  in  the 
oeeapatioa  of  Navy  HIand,  in  Niagara  river,  on 
the  Canadian  side,  was  then  in  Ih-  city  of  Buffalo, 
twenty  miles  above.  He  there  applied  to  the  cus- 
tom-house authorities  for  permisaon  to  run  a  bnii, 
a<  R  fierry  boat,  from  Schlosser  across  to  Navy  Ul- 
and.  Permission  being  given,  the  Caroiine  com- 
maneed  nuning,  simply  as  a  ferry  boat,  being  lo- 
taUfuiarmed,  and  having  no  aonocction  with  the 


insurgents.  Neither  did  the  boat  carry  any  arms 
or  munitions  of  war  of  any  kind  to  those  on  Navy 
Island,  but  was  engaged  merely  in  the  car- 
rying of  passengers.  After  making  several 
trips,  the  boat  was  at  night  safely  moored 
acd  secured  within  the  wharf  on  the  American 
side — not  within  the  "nominal"  territory  of  the 
United  Slates,  bat  within  the  undoubted  territory  of 
this  Government;  as  much  so,  said  Mr.  F.  as  this 
hall,  in  which  we  are  now  assembled,  is  in  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States.  After  bein^  thus  safely 
moored  at  the  wharf  in  our  territory,  it  was  left  in 
the  charge  of  a  watch,  un.irmetl,  asd  without  any 
arms  whatever  being  on  board,  except  a  single 
pocket  pispol,  not  loaded.  Well,  while  the  boat 
was  thus  lying  within  our  territory,  it  was  attacked 
m  the  night  by  an  armed  force  from  Canada,  sen', 
as  it  now  appears,  by  the  authority  of  ber  Mnjesty. 
Dae  man  wa';  murdered,  others  injured,  the  boat 
then  fet  on  fire,  tamed  adrift,  and  sent  over  the 
fills.  This  was  the  "arson"  complained  of;  this 
was  the  "murder"  complained  of.  One  of  our  ciii- 
zens  was  attacked,  unarmed,  and  had  his  brains 
knocked  out;  and  there  was  every  reason  to  believe 
that  others  were  killed,  or  so  injured  as  to  be  unable 
to  leave  the  vessel  before  it  went  over  the  fallj. 

Now,  by  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
said  Mr.  F.  this  was  murder,  and  nothing  less  than 
murder;  and  the  perpetrators,  on  being  apprehend- 
ed, would  be  tried  by  the  laws  of  that  Slate  for  the 
crime.  It  was  a  matter  perlaiaing  to  the  State; 
and  neither  this  Government,  nor  the  Ezecn  ive  of 
the  Government,  could  have  any  control  over  it, 
nalesj!,  inJeed,  the  (Jovemment  ol  Great  Britain 
should  sie  fit  lo  repeal  iu  present  law,  and,  enter- 
ing into  treaty  stipniations,  make  laws  which 
should  be  truly  applicable  to  the  case.  If  so,  Mr. 
F.  was  understood  to  say,  the  matter  might  perhaps 
be  compromised.  Bat,  apart  from  that,  if  the 
same  spirit  was  manifested  by  the  powers  at  home 
as  wa«  eihibiicd  by  the  British  minister  here  in  re- 
lation to  this  matter,  he,  Mr.  F.  conceived  that  the 
necessary  consequences  of  the  conviction  of  Mc- 
Leod would  be  serious  indeed. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  McLeod 
would  be  put  upon  his  trial,  when  he  sincerely 
hepe d  he  wauld  be-  found  innocent.  But  if  he 
should  be  found  gnilty,  he  had  no  donbl  but  that  h* 
would  be  executed,  unless,  indeed,  a  force  much 
Urger  than  common  shonld  be  brought  from  the 
Canada  ^ide  to  his  rescue. 

Mr.  T.  concluded  by  showinc;  that  bis  reason  for 
making  these  remarks  was  lo  show  that  there  wasa 
false  impression  entertained  by  Mr.  Fox  in  regard 
lo  the  facts  cf  the  case. 

M.  PICKENS  hoped  the  Hoa!«  would  at  once 
consent  to  the  priinting  of  the  message  and  docn- 
menis,  and  their  reference  without  further  debate 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  He  hoped 
so,  because  there  was  a  delicate  neg;ntiation  pend- 
ing on  another  question  with  the  same  power,  and 
which  qusMion  was  exciting  intense  interest,  not 
only  in  that  section  of  the  country,  bat  to  the  whole 
Union.  The  excited  state  of  the  public  mind,  and 
a  number  of  other  reasons,  induced  him  to  hope 
that  (he  matter  would  be  permitted  to  go  to  the 
Cummitti:e  on  Foreign  Affairs  with  as  little  cere- 
mony as  possible. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  objeclinx  to  a  reference  of  the  me.ssage  and  do- 
cumeias  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  but 
to  object  to  the  printing  of  the  five  thousand  extra 
copiHP.  He  v.as  in  favor  of  a  reference  to  the 
conimiitee,  because  the  princ  ip'es  involv>:H  in  the 
comii.unications  between  Messrs.  Fox  and  Forsyth, 
weir,  I.  >  his  mind,  very  great  and  important.  He 
wibbed  the  Commiilcc  on  ^oreisa  Affairs  to  make 
a  report  on  those  great  prisciples,  giving  an  expo- 
sition 4  f  them,  which  might  be  printed,  and  go 
forth  to  the  American  people,  as  showinc  the  rule 
by  which  we  intended  to  abide.  When  sneh  a 
report  should  be  mude,  then  the  grntleman  f.om 
New  Yo:k  might  print  as  many  ex'ra  copies  as  h« 
chose. 

What  are  those  principlei»,  ask»d  Mr.  U.  Why 
it  is  averred  by  the  British  Minister,  ihat  in  a  time 
of  profound  peace,  an  office!  of  another  country, 
by  the  order  of  his  Government,  may  commit 
an    oatrage  wiibin  onr  territory,    ud    destroy 


the  lives  of  oar  citizens,  and  yet  be  is  not 
amenable  to  our  law*  for  murder.  This  was 
asserted  on  the  principle  of  international  law;  and 
if  we  so  considered  it,  we  must  necessarily  bring  it 
within  Ihe  case  laid  down  by  the  British  Miniater. 
But  to  do  that.  It  was  necessary  that  the  order 
should  come  from  the  snpreme  executive  authority 
of  Great  Britain  to  justify  the  act.  But  had  we 
seen  any  order  to  that  effecil  So  far  as  be  was  in- 
formed, no  snch  order  had  been  given.  On  the 
contrary,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Cdehino,]  observed,  a  few  days  ago,  that  Lord  Pal> 
merston  has  obsrved  silence  to  this  day  on  the 
subject.  That  being  the  case,  we  had  no  right  to 
take  it  for  granted  that  the  order  for  the  outrage 
in  qnesticn  had  come  from  the  snpreme  EzeeotiTe 
anthority  of  Greiat.  Britain. 

He,  Mr.  U.  was  inclined  to  think,  that  if  any 
inferior  officer  of  the  army  or  navy,  in  the  service 
of  Great  Britain,  should,  without  instruction  from 
the  supreme  executive  authority,  perpetrate  snch 
outrages,  he  would,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  be 
a  murderer.  He  asked  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs  te  turn  their  attention  to  this  point,  and  to 
give  an  exposition  of  international  law,  which 
ought  to  be  spread  before  the  American  people  for 
examination,  with  a  view  to  this  or  any  other  alter- 
cation which  might  occar  between  ns  and  that  na- 
tion. 

Besides  this,  there 'were  other  questions  involved 
in  these  papers.  There  was  the  question  as  to  the 
right  of  jurisdiction  between  the  States  apd  the 
General  Gtorernment,  in  relation  to  matters  of  this 
kind.  On  this  point  he  would  bt  glad  to  have  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  direct  their  attention. 

This  tran»ction  had  occurred  at  a  time  when 
there  were  no  treaty  stipniations  between  ns  and 
Great  Britain  providing  for  such  an  occurrence. 
Now  as  this  was  a  past  affair,  occurring  when  no 
treaty  stipniations  did  exist,  he  was  not  prepared  to 
say  that  treaty  stipulations  could  now  .have  an  rz 
post  facte  operation  to  draw  it  from  Ihe  jurisdiction 
of  the  State  of  New  York  to  that  of  th«  General 
Government,  and  thereby  prevent  the  authority  of 
that  State  from  punithing  the  murderer. 

Mr.  U.  was  inclined  to  deny  that  the  Constitntioa 
of  the  United  States  would  jns'ify  a  treaty  made 
subsequent  to  the  fact,  so  as  to  take  away  the  State 
jurisdiction.  But  whatever  might  grow  ont  of  this 
matter,  he  thought  it  highly  necesrary  that  we 
should  lake  a  firm  and  decided  stand.  It  wonld 
not  be  proper  for  ns  to  bully  or  to  threaten  Great 
Britain,  but  neither  would  it  be  proper  for  us  to 
tamely  submit  to  aggression.  And  if  the  conflict 
did  come,  be,  for  one,  would  be  for  owning  the 
mouths  of  all  streams  whose  source  was  in  our 
territory. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  in  a  very  indignant 
manner,  proiested  against  the  tone  of  the  letter  of 
the  British  Minister,  and  asked  if  it  was  come  to 
this,  that  we  were  lo  crouch  to  Great  Britain.  From 
the  position  of  Mr.  D,  his  remarks  were  mostly  in- 
audible lo  the  Reporter. 

Mr.  WELLER  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  subject  had  been  sufficiently  discatsed.  If  it 
were  prolonged,  it  might,  to  be  snre,  afford  an  op- 
portunity for  gentleman  to  display  their  patriotism. 
Bat  Ibis,  in  his  opinion,  wai  not  the  proper  time. 
Therefore,  believing  that  n»  go.id  could  result 
from  further  debate,  and  the  Hoa->e  having  had  a 
specimen  of  the  patriotism  of  its  meii:b(rs,  he,  Mr. 
W.  would  move  the  previous  question. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  GRANGER,  Ihe  motion 
for  the  previous  question  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  GRANGER  wished  lo  say  one  word  in  rela- 
tion to  the  feeling  which  existed  in  this  matter.  He 
wi  bed  to  ^tite  that  McLeod  wonld  have  a  fair  and 
impartial  Ir  al,  and  have  every  advantage  which 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  Nsw  York  secured  to  him. 
His  trial  would  be  as  c?ol  and  di.spas.Monate  as  if 
the  murder  had  been  committed  'by  a  citizen  of 
New  York  on  Ihe  body  of  another  citizen  of  that 
State.  When  that  trial  should  take  place,  he,  Mr. 
G.  hoped  the  man  would  be  acqniird;  but  if  found 
gnilty,  he  would  suiely  be  condemned;  and  if 
condemned,  would  most  assuredly  be  executed, 
as  due  to  the  saprrmacy  of  the  laws  of 
the  State.  And,  said  Mr.  d.  should  the 
British  Government,    in  a  mcment  of  rashnesfi, 
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commence  hostilities  for  the  snpposfd  wrong, 
the  wonid  find  in  the  citizens  of  Western  New 
York  the  same  blood  as  in  1813;  she  wonld  fiod 
men  who  were  neither  to  be  bought  by  British  gold, 
nor  by  British  indaenoe,  and  only  to  be  bonght  by 
their  lore  of  eonniry.  He  for  one  had  no  fears 
that  this  nation  would  ever  croneh  to  the  British 
lion.  She  would  calmly  and  dispassinnately  exe- 
entethe  laws  of  her  several  States,  and  it  nwd  not 
be  feared  that  either  ihisGovtrnment  or  the  Slates 
woald  ever  quail. 

Mr.  O.  then  renewed  the  call  for  the  prerioos 
question,  which  was  seconded  by  the  House. 

The  qaestion  then  being  pnt  on  the  motion  to  re- 
fer, was  decided  in  the  affirmative.  So  the  mes- 
sage, with  the  docoments,  were  rtferred  to  the 
Conunitiee  on  Foreign  A^airs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMIITBES. 
Mr.  GK)SGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
ASiirs,  asked  that  that  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  fainre  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
William  Glover,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions;  which  was  accord- 
bgly  done. 

Mr.  ANDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  make  new  provisions 
respecting  Navy  pensions,  and  to  repeal  certain 
lets  relalinj;  to  Navy  pensions;  whidi  was  twice 
read  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  Hoase  on  the  state  of  the  Uniqji. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  said  he  was  dtiected  br  the 
Committee  on  Naviil  AfTairj  to  ask  that  this  bill 
be  made  the  special  order  for  Monday,  the  llih 
iitlaat.  Af'er  some  remarks  by  Mr.  FILL- 
MORE, showing  that  it  was  at  all  times  in  order  to 
(to^into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of 
Union,  Mr.  Andbrsom  withdrew  bis  request  for  a 
qieeial  order. 

Mr.  SHEPARD,  fVom  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  moved  to  discbarge  that  committee  from 
the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  F.  W.  Smith,  and  to  re- 
fer it  to  the  Committee  on  Revolationary  Claiois; 
which  was  ordered  by  the  Honi^e. 

Mr.  FINE,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  made  a  detailed  report  on  the  case  of  John 
Morgan,  a  ease  of  French  spoliation  prior  to  ISOO. 
The  report  was  commiiied  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Hoave  on  the  bill  relating  to  French 
spoliations. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  was  instrncled  by  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  to  move  that  th» 
Honie  to.day  at  2  o'clock  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  s'ate  of  the  Union  on  sundry  bills 
reported  by  that  committee; 

A  bill  to  regnlate  the  allowanre  for  extra  ser- 
vices rendered  by  Secretaries  of  Legation  and 
Consuls; 

A  bill  to  refund  crrtain  dnties  in  the  case  of  the 
French  ship  Alexandre;  and 

A  bill  concerning  tonnage  duty  on  Spanish  ves- 
sels. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Pickens  was  disagreed  to. 
Mr.  HAWE3,  from  the  tame  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  on  the  case  of  Basil  Spalding; 
which  wa«  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  EDWARD  DWIES,  from  the  Committee 
on  Revolationary  Pmsions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jabez  Collins:  twice  read,  and  committed. 
Mr.  HAND,  from  the  same  c->roinutre,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Porter;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  H.  also  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  case 
of  Sarah  G:a7es;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PECK,  from  the  same  commiuee,  made  an 
adverse  report  on  the  case  of  Rineboldt  Trougott; 
hud  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PECK,  the  Committee  on  Re- 
volutionary Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  in- 
qniry  as  to  an  extension  of  the  pension  act  of  7th 
July,  1838,  for  the  benefit  of  widows  to  another 
pokd  of  five  jtin^  and,  kUo,  to  an  extension  of  ] 


the  act  of  7ih  Jane,  1833,  to  those  who  served  at 
any  time  previons  to  Wayne's  treaty;  and  it  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
which  bills  npon  the  same  subject  are  committed. 

Mr.  STRONG,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions,  moved  that  the  said  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  esses  of  Hannah  Slurtevant 
and  John  Conkint;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  S.  reported  adversely  on  the  cases  of  Ri- 
chard Perry,  Anna  Swinerton,  Daniel  W.  (Aurch, 
and  James  S.  Hall:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported — 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Catharine  Allen; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebemz-r  Dewey; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hnldan  Farlow;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ellen  Tumey; 
which  were  read  a  first   and  second   time,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  DOAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported — 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Collins;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Wilson; 

Which  were  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  DOAN  also  reported  adversely  on  the  cases 
of  John  Vanslyck,  Patrick  O'Ferrall,  Ebenezer 
Pierce,  and  Robert  Whittel:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PALEN,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  A.  Baldwin;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  CHITTENDEN,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Jackson;    ^ 

A  bill  for  the  relief  cf  Emanuel  Shrope;  and 

A.  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Rhea; 
which  were  read  a  lirst  and  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  C.  also  rcpcrte d  adversely  on  the  cases  of 
SimuelNeely  and  Francis  Griffith;  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TILLINGHAST,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library  was  discharged  from  the  re- 
solution directing  aa  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of 
fuinishiag  printed  docamenus,  the  Rej>i^ler  of  De- 
bates, and  all  other  publications  by  erder  of  Con- 
gress, to  Stale  Legislatures. 

Mr.  BK.OWN  of  Mississippi,  from  a  se'rct  com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  o£  David  W. 
Haley;  wa^tfice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  RUSSELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  cases  of  George 
Gale,  Rsymond  A.  Henderson,  R.  C.  Langdoo, 
and  James  Maguire. 

Mr.  R.  also  repsrted,  without  amendment,  the 
bills  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Seeley 
and  o(  William  P.  Ratbbone;  those  bills  were  then 
severally  committed. 

Mr.  R.  abo  ref  oried 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieut.  John  L.  Cline; 

A  b  II  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repirsentatiires  of 
James  Maglener; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Bailey,  survivor 
of  Baiiey  and  De Lord;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  William  D.  Cheever. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  from  the  same  commi'tee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  C.  Roberts; 
wblr'a  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  G.  also  reported  a'lvcrsely  on  the  ca<;es  of 
Cha'les  Hcwi»,  Benjarain  Reynolds,  E.  F.  Gilbert, 
and  John  P.  Baldwin;  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  G.  also  reported  adversely  on  the  cafes  of 
John  Trafion,  John  G.  Perkiuj,  James  Perkins, 
and  Joseph  Peikins;  Hcu'y  Holbrook,  Samuel  T. 
Anderson,  Joshua  Hi'lyard,  Elijah  S.  Bell,  James 
Rraz  er,  David  Bartlett,  Samuel  Holgate,  Joseph 
S.  Thomas  and  Landon  C.  Peters,  Sylvester 
Churchill,  and  Chu'les  M.  Hillyard;  which  were 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  pnnted. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  New  Y«rk,  from  th^  Commitree 
on  Revolationary  Claims,  reported  adversely  on  the 
cases  of  the  representatives  of  James  Purvis,  Re- 
becca Brown,  and  John  Henry.   Laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  PARMBNTER,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  adversely  on  the  case  of  Hannah  Ruble. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported adversely  on  the  cases  of  Susan  Underwood, 
P.  Kiasolving,  Stephen  and  Richard  Livingston, 
and  Samuel  Jones.    Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  R.  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Captain  |  David  Noble; 
which  wa^  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  DELLET,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  to  relinquish  to  Wil- 
liam Waller  the  interest  ot  the  United  Sutes  in  a 
certain  tract  of  land  therein  named.  Twice  read, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  D.  also  reported,  without  amendment,  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  tor  the  relief  of  William  Jones; 
which  was  then  committed. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  the  Commiuee  on 
Revolationary  Pensions,  reported  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  for  the  relief  of  Hannah  Leighton,  without 
amendmenu  The  bill  was  then  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

The  motion  to  print  the  extra  copies  lies  over. 

The  Honse  then  adjourned. 

The  Select  Committee  on  the  letter  of  John  C. 
Rives,  dated  the  31st  ult.  upon  the  subject  of  the 
printing  of  the  Honse,  and  a  controversy  between 
the  printers  of  the  House  and  the  Clerk  of  the 
House,  in  relation  to  the  binding  of  the  documents, 
ff  ports,  and  journals  of  last  session,  is  composed 
of  the  following  me mVers: 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana, 

Mr.  REED, 

Mr.  CLIFFORD, 

Mr.  MORGAN, 

Mr.  DAVIS,  <>f  Kentncky. 

IN  SENATE, 
Tt;gsDAr,  January  5,  184L 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  communication 
frcni  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  trans- 
roitimg  a  copy  of  a  law  of  that  State  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  boundary  between  Mi-ronri  and  Iowa. 

On  moUon  by  Mr.  BENTON,  the  hill  was 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  nferred  to  the  Com- 
muioc  on  the  Judicafy. 

Also,  a  communi- aiion  ficm  the  Tieasnrer  of 
the  United  States  with  a  statement  of  t!>e  contin- 
g-nt  expenses  of  the  Post  Office  Department;  which 
was  laid  on  the  tabic,  and  ordered  to  be  printtd. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, transmittmg  lixiy  copies  of  the  Navy  Register 
for  1840;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.TALLJVIADaE  prcs-nted  the  memorial  of 
cit'zsns  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  the 
pa'.tagc  of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  and 

Asi.-nilar  memoiial  from  citizens  of  Lockport, 
New  York,  which,  as  a  bill  has  been  repotted,  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SMITH  cf  India'.a  prcjonird  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Siatc  i-f  InJi:iDa,instrnct- 
ine  their  Sesaors  to  endeavor  to  procure  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  by  Congress  to  confirm  the  selection 
cf  lands  along  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  made 
by  Indiana,  in  lieu  of  Indian  reservations;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  six  memoritlBfrom 
merchants  and  citizebs  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
that  the  spirit  portion  of  the  navy  ration  may  be 
abolished,  and  the  substitution  of  tea  or  ceffee 
therefor;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  KORVELL,  the  memorial  of 
citizens  of  Michigan,  praying  for  the  imposition  of 
a  daty  on  fi^b  imported  from  the  Canadas,  now  on 
file,  was  refrrreil  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  STURGEON  gave  noiice  that,  to  morrow, 
be  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  making  a 
small  appropriation  for  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  UNN  presented  the  peiitioq  of  {Tathan 
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Banhey;  which,  as  a  bill  had  been  already  reported 
for  his  relief,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Littleberry 
SnUctte;  which  was  tefrrred  to  the  Committee  on 
Fablic  Lands. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  presented  the  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Hardwiclr,  Vt.  prayiog  for  the  abolition  of 
sbivery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia ana  Territories  of  the  United  States;  the  mo- 
tion 14  reoeive  which  was, 

On'motion  by  Mr.  KING,  laid  npon  the  table. 

Mr.  WRIOHT  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
number  of  citizens  of  New  York,  praying  the  pas- 
sage of  a  general  bankinpt  law;  which  was  laid  on 
bettble. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  memorial  oameroosly 
signed  by  citizens  of  New  York,  remonstraiiog 
against  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  law  similar  in 
its  proTirions  to  the  one  passed  at  the  last  session; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  settlers  on  the  pnblic  lands,  praying  that  pre- 
emptions may  be  granted  to  lands  settled  and  culii- 
Tated  ^  them;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Fablic  Lands. 

Mr.  LINN,firom  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Madame  De  Lnsser,  and  their  legal  representa- 
tives; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  L.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  Richard  Higgins,  and  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Fablic  Land.';  which  nas 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  L.  in  porsoance  of  previous  notice,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introdace  a  bill  to  provide 
for  running  and  marking  the  bonndary  line  of  a 
tract  of  land  reserved  for  the  half  breeds  of  the 
Sac  and  Fox  tribe  of  Indians;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  L.  also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  antbo- 
rizing  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of 
Iowa  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the 
peace  in  said  Territory;  which(  after  some  remaiks 
by  Mr.SMITfl  of  Indiana,  was  laid  on  the  table 
for  the  present. 

Mr.  ii.  also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  aid 
the  Territory  ot  Iowa  in  completing  a  penitentiary 
therein,  partly  erected;  which  was  rvad  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  L-  from  the  Committee  on  Agiicnltnre,  to 
which  was  referred  the  peiilion  of  the  widow  of 
Dr.  Henry  Perrioe,  reported  a  bill  for  her  relief; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  L.  the  Committee  on  Agii- 
cnltore  was  discharged  from  so  much  of  the  peti- 
tion of  Dr.  Henry  Ferrine  as  related  to  indemnity 
for  Indian  depredations,  and  it  was  referred  to  the- 
Committee  en  Claims. 

Mr.  WALKER, from  the  Committee  on  Pablic 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  relicquishing 
to  the  Slate  of  Mississippi  the  two  per  cent,  ao- 
eming  npon  her  admission  into  the  Union,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petitions  of  Thomas  S. 
.Clark,  and  the  petition  of  Zadoc  Smith,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  the  farther  consideration  thereof; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  asked  to 
fee  discharged  from  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
claim  of  the  heirs  of  George  Simpson,  and  that  it 
be  referred  to  th;  Committee  on  Finance;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
menorids  on  the  subject  had  been  referred,  re- 
ported 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  James  Williams;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  af  AdamD.  Steuari;  which 
were  severally  read,  and ,  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  cause  monuments  to  be  erected  to  the  memory 
of  Brigadier  General  Francis  Nash  and  Brigadier 


General  William  Davidson;  which  was  read  twice 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolationiry 
Claims. 

Mr.  NORVELL  submitted  the  followin;  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

JZooIvrd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  communi- 
cate 10  the  Senate  such  additional  leports  as  have 
been  received  since  those  formerly  submitted,  in  re- 
ference to  the  construction  of  the  Potomac  aque- 
due';  and  also,  such  funher  information  as  he  may 
have  in  reference  to  the  kyanizing  of  limber  for  the 
use  of  said  aqnedact. 

Mr.  YOUNG  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Radvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  tbe  vacating  of  the  military 
reservation  by  the  United  States,  of  Rock  Island  in 
the  State  of  lllinpis. 

Mr.  STURGEON  submitted  the  following  res  i- 
Intion,  which  vras  considered  and  adopiedi 

Reioltud,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be  re- 
quired to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eranting  a 
pension  to  Margaret  Miller,  Elizabeth  Wbiieman, 
and  Martha  Climer,  and  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  the  following  resolotion 
fer  consideration: 

Bathfd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  request- 
ed to  send  to  tbe  Senate  a  statement  of  the  number 
and  kind  of  United  States  troops  ttaiioned  along 
the  Western  frontier,  from  Fort  Snelling  to  Fort 
Jesup,  and  whether  in  his  opinion  a  military  post 
between  Fort  Leavenworth  and  Port  Wayne,  on 
the  borders  of  Arkansas  be  not  important  to  the 
protection  of  tbe  State  of  Missouri,  from  Indian 
incursion  and  argre^sioD. 

Mr.  PORTER  submitted  tbe  following  lesoln- 
tion  for  consideration: 

Betolttd,  That  the  Sf  creiary  of  the  Treasury  be 
requested  to  inform  the  Senate  in  what  cases  the 
payment  of  undisputed  claims,  arising  nnder  the 
treaty  between  tbe  United'  Stales  and  the  Siock- 
bridge  and  Mnnsee  Indians,  ratified  on  the  I  Gib 
May,  1840,  has,' on  presentment  at  the  Treasury, 
been  suspended  or  delayed,  and  the  cause  or  causes 
of  such  suspension  or  delay,  and  particularly  that 
he  state  such  cause  or  causes  in  respect  to  two 
claims,  of  $675  each,  in  favor  of  Mead,  Kel- 
logg and  Co.  rf  Detroit,  Michigan,  assignees  in 
part  of  Robert  Konkapot  and  John  T.  Hendricks. 
BILLS  ON  THEIR- THIRD  RE4DING. 

Tbe  bi>I  for  the  relief  of  Clemens,  Bryan  and 
Company; 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  the  Flamb  Island  Bridge 
nd  Turnpike  Company; 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  John  Moore;  and 

The  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Walter  Loomis  and  Abel  Gay; 
were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  refund  to  Noah  Miller,  and  others,  a 
part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  f-ale  of  the  British 
sloop  Mary,  and  caigo,  which  were  captured  by 
ihem,  and  libelled  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  ike 
United  States,  was,  after  seme  remarks  by  Mr. 
HUBBARD,  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  bill  making  compensation  lo  the  Stale  of 
New  Hampshire  for  tbe  services  of  her  militia, 
coming  up  on  its  ihird  reading — 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  desired  some  explanation 
respectine  this  bill — he  desired  to  know  what  act 
of  hostility  had  justified  the  expenditure  here 
claimed. 

Mr.  PIERCE  said  he  had  hoped  that  this  bill  was 
to  encounter  no  farther  opposition,  and  he  trusted 
s;ill  that  it  might  find  favor  even  with  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Critterokh.]  From  1790, 
when  the  first  settlement  of  that  portion  of  tbe 
Stale  of  New  Hampshire  known  by  the  name  of 
Indian  Stream,  was  made,  down  lo  1833-3,  no  ques- 
tion of  jurisdiction  was  ever  raised — it  was  exer- 
cised by  tha  Slate  uninterruptedly.  Afterwards, 
by  arrangement  between  Ibis  Government  and 
that  of  Great  Britain,  the  long  pending  controversy 
between  the  two  countries.in  relation  to  the  North- 
eastern boundary,  was  submitted  to  ihf  arbitration  of 
the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  who  decided  in  favor 
of  Great  Britain;  and  thus  took  from  New  Hamp- 
shire a  considerable  portion  of  her  tenitory,  over 


which  she  had  exercised  unquestioned  jurisdiction 
from  tbe  earliest  history  of  its  settlement.  This 
award,  it  was  well  known,  after  considerable  time 
had  elapsed,  was  set  aside  by  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain.  Whatever  donbt  might  at  any 
time  have  existed  in  relaiion  to  the  true  boandarj 
on  that  border,  in  consequence  of  tbe  imperfect 
geographical  knowledge  and  inarcaracy  of  maps  of 
that  wild  and  unfreqttented  country  in  its  early  his- 
tory, he  felt  warranted  in  asserting  that  there 
could,  with  present  lighUj  be  no  doubt  in  rtla* 
tion  to  tbe  jurisdiction  of  New  Hampshire.  In 
1835,  '36,  at  the  period  of  lhe»  difficulties,  her 
Tight  there  was  as  clear  as  it  was  in  the  counties  of 
Merrimack  and  Rockingham. 

The  state  of  things  in  that  territory  which  made 
it  necessary  fur  tbe  Executive  of  New  Hampshire 
to  call  out  tbe  military  force,  was  produced  by  the 
conise  pursued  by  the  Federal  Government,  in  its 
negotiations  Vith  Great  Britain,  over  which  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire  could,  of  course,  exercise 
no  control.  Tbe  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
CaiTTEifDXN]  desired  to  know  more  particularly  on 
what  ground  the  State  claimed  Ibis  remuneration — 
if  there  had  been  any  invasion  of, her  territory— - 
what  was  the  necessity  that  warranted  calling  ont 
tbe  military  force — what  was  tbe  extent  of  ibat 
force,  and  what  would  probably  be  the  expense 
ts  the  General  Government,  should  tbe  bill  become 
a  lawl  Now  be  (Mr.  Fierce)  would  with  great 
pleasure  give  such  information  as  he  posiessed 
upon  tbe  subject. 

Doubts  having  been  temporarily  cast  npon  tbe 
question  of  jurisdiction  by  the  award  of  the  King 
of  the  Nethei  lands — the  action  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  its  negoiiaticns,  and  the  civil  authorities 
of  the  State  and  Province  of  Lower  Canada  came 
in'  conflict,  and  bodia  of  mmtd  men  were 
found  opposVl  to  each  otbeir  in  support  of  the 
judicial  process  issued  by  the  officers  of  their 
respective  Goveinmenls.  The  difficulties  on 
the  border  were  thickening.  A  deputy  of  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  of  Coos  attempted  to  arrest  an 
individual  in  the  Indian  Stream  territory,  by  the 
name  of  Tyler,  and  with  the  aid  of  two  men,  Blan- 
chard  and  Harvy,  succeeded  Tyler,  however, 
was  promptly  rescued  by  force  from  Smith's  ens- 
tody.  Immediately  after  this,  a  warrant  was  issued 
by  a  person  claiming  to  be  a  magistrate  of  Lower 
Canada,  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
against  the  deputy  of  the  sheriff,  andBlanchard  and 
Harvey,  for  attempting  to  execute  process  there. 
By  virtue  of  this  warrant,  Baochard  was  taken 
from  his  own  dwellmg-house  by  a  body  ofarmd 
men,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  carrying  him 
into  Canada  for  trial,  en  the  charge  of  having 
assisted  in  serving  a  writ  duly  issued  by  tbe 
competent  authority  of  ihe  county  of  Coos. 
Blancbard,  in  his  turn,  was  rescued  by  American 
citizens — bis  neighbors.  This  assaolt  upon  the 
citizens  of  Indian  Stream  by  armed  men,  and  tbe 
at.empt  to  extend  over  it  the  jurisdiction  of  Lower 
Canada,  was  the  invasion  which,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Governor,  made  it  expedient  and*  necessary  to 
call  out  the  militia,  through  whose  presence  foither 
collision  was  prevented,  and  tbe  supremacy  of  tbe 
State  maintained.  Th&'e  were  some  of  the  leading 
facts  in  the  case,  and  the  State  asked  reimburse- 
ment for  the  expenses  incuried,  on  the  ground  that 
she  was  sustaining  "the  jurisdiction  of  the  State 
and  of  the  United  States." 

Had  a  regiment  of  armed  men  from  the  pro- 
vince, instead  of  the  small  detachment  alluded  to, 
marched  npon  this  defencelc,-^  territory,  and  bad 
they  been  met  by  tbe  militia  of  the  State  under  the 
order  ef  the  Executive,  no  objection  would  have 
been  raised  to  this  claim.  The  Governor,  perceiv- 
ing tbe  point  to  which  things  were  rapidly  tending. 
Rent  a  military  force  promptly  to  the  scene,  Wbi^ 
arrested  further  hostility,  and,  by  tfaeir  presence, 
probably  prevented  a  general  border  w;arfare, 
and  the  loss,  perhaps,  of  many  lives.  This  boun- 
dary question,  so  long  agitated,  was  nnder  the  ex- 
clusive control  of  the  Federal  Government. 

In  bis  judgment,  the  treaty  line  should  have  been 
asserted  years  ago,  and  maintained,  if  necessary, 
with  all  tbe  power  of  this  country — at  all  events  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Federal  Government  lo  prottct 
Ihe  {territory  .Ijing  within  tbe   limits  of    New 
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Hampshire,  and  ihe  rights  of  ihe  ciiizens  npoD 
Utat  tenitory,  from  (his  foreign  interference  and 
lawless  ag<!tessioo.  And  $ince  the  State  fonnd  it 
necessary  to  call  ont  its  own  military  force  for  the 
pnrpo9e,  the  Federal  Government  was  not  the  less 
iMand  to  defray  the  expense.  Ha  then  referred 
particalarly  tn  an  elaborate  report  upon  the  subject, 
made  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1839  by 
Mr.  HowiiBD,  Cbairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
reign Affaii^^ 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  was  not  saiisfieU  yet  that 
there  had  been  any  invasion  of  the  country.  There 
had  only  been  some  little  controversy  with  trrs 
passers  who  were  presuming  to  act  under  difler- 
ent  authority,  and  the  Sute  of  New  Hampshire 
had  done  nothing  more  than  her  duty  in  pulling 
an  end  to  ihe  trespass;  but  she  might  have  done  it 
by  civil  process,  audit  was  the  duly  of  Ihe  military 
power  to  aid  ihe  Civil  power  in  the  service  of  such 
process. 

Mr.  HUBBASD  said,  as  he  andrrilood  the  Sena- 
tor fiom  Kentucky,  that  gentleman  said  tbeie  had 
been  no  invasion  of  the  territory.  Now,  since  the 
treaty  of  psace,  the  territory  in  q'.iestion  had  always 
been  occupied  as  part  of  the  territory  of  New 
Hampshire;  in  fact,  sintre  1790,  Hall's  stream  was 
considered  the  northweRlern  branch  of  the  Connec- 
ticut river,  and  that  tiream  was  distinctly  marked 
as  the  boundary  line  between  the  provinces  of 
Canada  and  New  Hampshire.  But,  auer  the  King 
of  the  Netherlands  made  his  award,  the  British  aa- 
thorilies  in  Canada  undertook  to  exercis^e  authority 
between  that  bonndaty  stream  and  Indian  stream; 
and  it  was  to  expel  these  intruders  that  ihe  Gover- 
nor of  New  Hampshire  hid  found  it  necessary 
to  call  out  the  militia  at  an  expense  of  j^6  000. 
This  was  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  juriulictlon 
boih  by  the  State  and  the  United  Scales.  Tfte 
Slate  of  New  Hampshire  was  imerruptrd  in  her 
peaceable  occupancy  of  that  terrliory,  and  it  be- 
came necessary,  to  maintain  their  jarisdiction,  that 
the  steps  should  be  taken  which  wi-re  resorted  lo. 
There  was,  be  believed,  no  actual  loss  of  lives  iu 
the  defence  of  this  territory,  or  of  their  junsdiciion 
over  it,  but  that  would  not  change  the  merits  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  did  not  dispute  ihe  right  of 
New  Hampshire  to  this  tcrri'ery;  but  there  had 
been  no  invasion — there  had  been  nothing  more 
than  a  resistance  to  the  service  of  le;al  procers,  and 
not  by  citizens  of  Canada  alone,  bnt  of  New  Hamp- 
shire herself;  for  there  was  but  one  Canadian  who 
presumed  lo  act  as  a  Canadian  officer — a  Canada 
justice  of  the  peace,  who  presumed  to  issue  his  war- 
rant for  eieoution  on  the  territory.  Did  that,  then, 
justify  the  calling  out  of  the  mililia,  and  the  mak- 
ing the  General  Government  answerable  forth«  ex- 
pensel  He  was  glad  the  amount  was  but  small;  it 
was  the  principle  only  which  he  here  wished  to  be 
settled;  bis  anxiety  was  lo  vindicate  Ame- 
rican rights  and  the  righ's  of  her  territo- 
ries, bnt  it  did  seem  to  him  tliat  there  must 
be  some  limit  fixed  to  tlieie  otherwise  unbounded 
rigfao  of  the  States  and  the  Territories.  Here 
there  was  not  a  man  wi  h  arms  iu  hit  handK,  so  far 
as  he  understood  the  siaiement  ot  the  honorable 
Senators — there  was  nothing  more  than  what 
amounted,  technically,  to  a  men  trespass  by  an 
individual  who  might  have  been  more  cheaply 
punished  by  the  civil  power. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said  it  became  indispensably 
oeeessary  to  call  out  the  military  force  of  New 
Hampshire  lo  maintain  ber  jurJ:.diction  over  this 
tract  of  country,  which  had  been  invaded  in  cmse- 
qaenc*  of  the  act  of  the  General  Goverumcnt. 
Who  leferrtd  that  xquesiicn  to  the  King  of  ihe 
Netherlands,  by  whose  award  the  boundary  line  of 
the  Siale  was  disturbed  Was  ii  New  Hampshire? 
From  the  lime  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  there  had 
been  no  question  about  it;  but  this  Government 
took  the  question  in  hand  and  referred  it  to  the 
King  of  the  Neiherlani!s  to  determine  where  the 
Stale  line  ran,  and  on  that  subject  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands  made  bis  award,  and  then  the  Biitish 
undertook  to  take  possession  of  that  tract  cf  conn- 
try.  What,  then,  was  New  Hampshire  to  dol 
Was  she  to  permit  her  citizens  to  become  subject 
to  British  amhorityl  Was  she  to  permit  Lord  Gor- 
ford  to  exercise  autboiity  over  that  territory,  and  la 


dispose  of  $0  much  of  the  Slate  of  New  Hamp- 
shire to  ^he  British  QoverBmeni?  He  (Mr.  Hob- 
Bi.Ro)  should  like  to  know  what  ihe  ah  lulJ  have 
dontl  Here  was  a  large  tract  of  their  territory, 
and  how  were  they  to  get  possession  of  it,  if  an 
order  bad  been  given  to  march  a  King's  regiment 
into  M  Why,  they  should  have  called  out  their 
militia  to  expel  the  invaders,  and  they  would  dear- 
ly have  been  entitled  to  come  to  the  General  Go- 
vernment for  the  repayment  of  the  expanse  incur- 
red. And  where,  ihen,  was  the  difference?  The 
moment  the  King  of  the  Netherlands  decided  upon 
a  dilTerent  boundary  line,  the  British  assumed  to 
exercise  authority  over  it,  and  to  deny  ihe  authority 
of  New  Hampshire.  What,  then,  were  they 
to  do  but  that  which  they  had  done,  and  which  was 
made  necessary  to  be  done,  in  consequence  of 
(he  act  of  the  General  Ooveinmeni;  and  the  only 
difference  was,  that,  because  a  King's  regiment  was 
not  ordered  npon  this  territory,  and  because  there 
had  been  no  bloodshed.  New  Hampshire  was  net 
to  be  remunerated  for  the  expense  incurred.  That 
was  not  done;  but  civil  jurirdiclion  was  exerci^ed 
over  the  tenitory  by  Great  Britain;  and  to  reassert 
their  boundary,  which  was  as  well  deSned  as 
the  toad  to  the  President'^  Hon«e,  it  was  found 
necQisary  to  call  out  their  militia,  and  since  that 
had  been  done,  they  had  been  in  the  peaceable 
possession  of  ihe  territory.  Under  these. circum- 
slancfs,  it  was  for  the  Senate  to  decide  whether 
the  3tale  of  New  Hampshire  should  be  reimbursed 
the  unavoidable  expense  which  she  incurred  in  con- 
sequence of  the  act  of  the  General  Governmet. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  would  like  to  have  some 
further  opportunity  to  examine  this  case.  There  were 
one  or  two  qofsiions  which  snggesled  themselves  to 
bis  mind:  wheiher  iherc  had  been  an  actual  invasion 
of  this  territory  by  a  foreign  power  was  one;  and.  if 
not,  was  there  a  threatened  invasion,  or  imminent 
danger  of  an  invasion?  And  then  there  was  ano- 
ther qeestion:  supposing  there  was  a  threatened  inva- 
sion, was  there  lime  to  apply  to  the  General  Go- 
vernment to  repel  this  ihre&lened  invasion?  for  to 
the  General  Government  belonged  the  decision  whe- 
ther there  should  be  peace  or  war.  No  ca'^e  Itss 
than  one  of  extreme  -urgency  would  justify  the 
Slate  authorities  in  deciding  on  a  question  of  a 
Ihreatered  invasion,  and  incurring  an  expense  which 
perhaps  the  General  Government  might  not  think 
proper.  It  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  Clay)  that  it  was 
proper  to  ascertain  all  these  fact:::  had  there  been 
a  military  invasion?  had  there  been  a  threatened  in- 
vasion? and  if  so,  what  had  New  Hampshire  done 
under  the  circum£tance>?  Would  it  not  be  extend- 
ing to  ihe  Stale  authorities  the  power  of  the  General 
Government,  if  there  was  time  lo  communieatc 
with  the  General  Government,  if,  without  the  (ioun- 
tenance  of  lh«  G<;neral  Government,  ihey  under- 
took to  engage  in  a  conflict  with  anoiher  power?  All 
ihese  matters  were  worthy  of  inquiry;  and  there- 
fore, he  would  suggest  the  Jpropjieiy  of  laying 
the  bill  for  the  present  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  in  the  mean  time,  would  refer 
Senators  for  information  to  a  report  made  by 
Mr.  HOWARD,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  tn  ihe  House  in  January,  1839. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  would  taite  an  opportunity 
to  examine  it. 

The  bill  was  Ihen  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  making  compeosatioi  to  the  Slate  of 
Maine  for  the  services  of  ber  niiliiia,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

GENERAL   PROSPECTIVE   PREEMPTION 
LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  pros  >ective 
prcemplion  system,  in  favor  of  selllers  n  the 
public  lands,  who  shall  inhabit  anJ  cuhivale  the 
same,  and  raise  a  log  cabij  thereon,  being  the  sp«- 
cial  order  of  the  day,  wa.s  taken  up,  and  ammd- 
ments  thereto  were  ofiercd  by  Messr?.  CLAY 
of  Alabama,  CRITTENDEN,  TAPPAN,  POR- 
TER, and  PRENTISS,  which  gave  rise  to  an  ex- 
tended debate. 

At  4  o'clock,  Ihe  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuesday,  Jan.  5, 1841. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  Ibe  House  the  fol- 
low ing  commnnicatioo.°,  viz: 


1.  From  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Missouri,, 
transmitting  a  ropy  of  an  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Slate  of  MiKSouri,  entitled  "An  act 
for  a<iceriaining^nd  settling  the!  northern  boundary 
line  of  the  State  of  Missouri." 

Referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Territories,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

2.  From  the  Post  Office  Department,  iransmit- 
ting,  in  obedience  to  the  3d  section  of  an  act  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ex' 
penses  of  Government,  approved  9di  May,  1836» 
a  statement  of  the  disbursements  made  from  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  Post  Office  Department  from 
the  tst  January  to  the  31$t  of  Derember,  1840. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Expendi' 
tnres,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

3.  From  tbe  Post  Office  Department,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  35lh  section  of  tbe  act  of  the  2d  of 
July,  18.1C,  trantmitling  a  copy  of  the  abstract  of 
the  offers  for  carrying  the  mails,  made  within  the 
year  preceding  the  1st  July,  1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CALVARY  MORRIS  offered  a  resolution 
making  provision  for  the  luiiatics  in  the  Wash- 
ington c'unty  jail. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  said  that  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  ColHmbia  had  alrea- 
dy reported  a  bill  npon  this  subject,  and  it  was 
now  upon  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  ai^ked  whether  ihere  was  not  a 
county  police  lo  attend  to  such  matters,  as  there 
was  in  other  counties. 

Mr.  MORRIS  remarked  that  it  was  only  neces- 
sary to  visit  the  prison,  to  see  that  something  ought 
to  be  done. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  observed  that  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Colombia  had,  in  tbe  bill  to  which 
he  had  just  alluded,  authorized  the  marshal  -for  the 
District  to  send  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum  in  Balti- 
more, all  sBch  persons  as  ate  now  confined  iu  the 
jails  of  Washington  and  Alexandria,  and  all  sack 
as  may  hereafter  be  committed  as  lunatics,  at  the 
expenre  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  MORRIS  then  withdrew  his  resolution.  ^ 
PENNSYLVANIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  SPEAKER  ihan  announced  as  the  special 
order,  the  consideration  of  the  following  resolution, 
reported  by  the  majority  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  at  the  last  session  of  Congre's,  declaring 
Mr.  NiYLOR  to  have  been  duly  elected  as  a  Repre- 
sentative for  the  ihird  Cungressional  District  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Raolvei,  That  Citirlss  Navlob  was  duly  elect- 
ed a  member  of  the  House  of  Represenlativet  for 
the  26ih  Congress,  from  tbe  Tnji'd  Congressional 
Districtin  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  MEDILL  thought  it  no  more  than  just  (bat 
the  other  claimant,  Mr.  Ikqer'oll,  should  also 
have  leave  to  address  the  honse  on  the  subject. 
He  therefore  asked  leave  to  submit  the  following 
r«solution: 

Besohcd,  Tuat  tbe  petitioner,  Charles  J.  In- 
GiRsoLL,  be  permitted  to  appear  at  (he  bar,  and 
that  he,  as  well  as  ihe  sitting  member,  have  leave 
to  address  this  House  on  ibe  subject  of  the  contest- 
ed election  from  the  Third  Congressional  Distlict  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Tbe  quesiion  being  then  taken  on  this  resolution, 
it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LEWIS  WILLIAMS  wished  to  move  a  re- 
consideration of  the  vole  by  which  Ihe  resolution 
had  just  been  agreed  to.  If  Mr.  Ingersoll  came 
here  as  a  c'aimant  fcr  tlie  seat  in  question,  he  (Mr. 
W.)  would  have  no  obj"Ciitn  to  his  being  heard  at 
Ihe  bar.  But  he  unJcrs-lotd  that  Mr.  iNOBRsni.L 
did  not  cla'm  a  right  to  ihe  scat.  That  being  the 
case,  ii  w«s  a  qaestion  with  bim  whethsr  Mr.  Iw- 
arnsoLL  had  a  riehlfnl  claim  to  Ihe  privileges  ac- 
corded by  Ihe  resolution.  Mr.  W.  ronclnded  by 
moving  n  reconsideration  of  the  vote  just  taken. 

Mr.  MBDILL  said -that  by  a  reference  to  the 
files  cf  Ihe  House,  it  would  be  seen  that  besides  fe- 
liiions  from  a  large  portion  of  citizens  of  Ihe  3 1 
Congressional  District  of  Pennsylvania,  a  petition 
had  been  presented  by  Mr.  Inoersoll  himself,^set- 
ting  forth  that  he  was  a  candidate  at  the  election, 
and  that  it  was  his  fi^m  conviction,  if  justi  e 
were  done,  that  he  would  be  placed  in  the 
seat  BOW  acoopied  ^  Mr.  Natlor.   ^at  matter 
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was  referred  by  the  House  to  the  Committee  of 
KlectioDs;  and  a  few  days  before  the  close  of  the 
last  session,  two  reports  were  made  from  that  com- 
mittee—ooefrom  the  majority,  an*  the  other  from 
the  minority.  One  report  stated  that  the  sitting 
member  was  entitled  to  bis  seat,  and  the  other  re- 
port set  forth  that  he  had  been  elected  by  frand. 
'Aiis  committee  discharged  its  duty  by  presenting 
their  views,  and  by  taking  all  the  testimony  they 
eonld  in  the  case.  It  now,  therefore,  remained 
with  the  HoDse  to  decide  which  of  the  reports  was 
correct.  Bat,  in  the  face  of  all  this,  wonld  the  gen- 
tleman undertake  to  say  that  Mr.  Inoebsoll  had 
withdrawn  fitoiD  his  claiin?  He  (Mr.  M  )  had  seen 
nolhiog  whatever  which  coald  jastify  such  a  belief. 
He  had  seen  nothing  in  the  public  press  to  that  ef- 
fect, neither  had  he  beard  the  least  intimation  of  it 
from  any  quarter.  But,  moreover,  Mr.  Inqjcrsoll 
was  now  present  in  the  Honse,  ready  to  claim  his 
seat. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  desired  that  the  latter  portion 
of  the  report  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  might 
be  read.    It  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  P.  after  some  preliminary  remarks,  pro- 
ceeded to  argue  that  any  person  contesting  the 
right  of  a  member  to  a  seat,  had  a  right  to  be 
beard.  He  contended  that  the  right  to  be  beard 
did  not  result  from  the  fact  of  a  man  being  a  candi- 
date or  not.  The  proper  course  wonld  be  to  grant 
Mr.  InoERSOLL  a  hearing,  when  he  presumed  he 
would  be  able  to  enlighten  them  on  the  subject  as 
to  whether  hi  considered  himself  a  claimani  to  the 
seat  or  not.  He  (Mr.  F.)  was  in  favor  of  granting 
ah'^ricg  to  Mr.  Ikgersoll,  on  the  simple  ground 
of  his  appearing  to  contest  the  right  of  the  silUog 
member;  and  it  did  not  make  any  difference  whe- 
ther the  contestant  made  any  elaim  to  the  seat  him- 
self or  not.  He  (Mr.  F.)  would  vote  against  the 
reconsideration. 

Mr.  BRIOGS  hoped  ihe  reso'niion  would  r.ot  be 
reeoBsidered.  He  considered  it  would  be  manifest 
injustice  to  refuse  a  hearing  to  any  man  who  came 
liere  to .  contest  a  seat  with  a  member  who  might 
be  in  that  seat.  In  his  opinion  Mr.  InoEa'OLL  bad 
an  nndonbted  right  to  arge.his  claim  at  the  bar  of 
he  House. 

Mr.  MASON  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  and 
hoped  it  wonld  not  be  reconsidered.  He  was  in 
favor  of  granting  every  contestant  to  a  seat  on  that 
floor,  a  fait  hearing.  He  desired  that  Mr.  Ikgeb- 
SOLL  might  ke  heard,  as  he  was  desirous  of  know- 
ing whether  the  gentleman  claimed  a  seal  in  the 
Honseby  virtue  of  kis  t  lection,  or  wh«iher  he  ap- 
peared only  asi  coniist'l  f<  r  the  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, as  contestina;  the  right  of  the  uttiog 
member. 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  he  was  also  in  favor  of 
hearing  the  petitioner  for  the  reasons  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  also  from  the  reasons 
on  which  the  petition  was  based.  Mr.  Ingebsoll, 
in  bis  petition  presented  to  the  Uonse,at  the  last  ses- 
sion,aMiin«i  the  seal  now  occupied  Ly  Mr.  Natlob. 
That  was  the  record,  and  the  present  proceedings 
was  bat  a  continuation  of  that  record.  The  ques- 
tion was,  therefore,  what  disposition  should  be 
made  of  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Ikqersoll.  But 
he,  Mr.  C.  bad  risen  for  the  purpose  of  objecting  to 
the  form  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Medill.]  That  teiolntion 
asked  that  "Mr.  Inoebsoll  should  have  leave 
to  address  the  Honse,  as  well  as  the  sitting 
member."  Now  he,  Mr.  C.  contended  (hat  Mr. 
N«TbOR,at  the  sitting  member,  was  a  member 
4»  faeto,  and  as  such  he  had  as  much  right 
to  address  the  Hutue,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  himself,  or  any  other  member.  In  this  view 
of  the  cas^  be  considered  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
solulion  as  implying  a  doubt  on  the  right  of  Mr. 
Natlsr,  and  admitting  that  he  was  not  a  member 
dtfiuto.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  (he  gentleman 
from  Ohio  would  amend  his  tesolaiion,  so  as  to 
leave  oat  that  portion. 

Mr.  MEDILL  did  not  perceive  that  the  resola- 
tion  implied  a  denial  of  the  right  of  the  sitting  mem- 
ber. It  merely  asked  that  the  petitioner  might  be 
heard  as  well  as  the  sitting  member.  It  merely 
asked  that  Mr.  InoiosoLl  might  be  placed  on  the 
same  fooling  as  Mr.  Nat  A>B.  He  therefore  saw  no 
ge«e«it^  (m  mnwiding;  the  nsolntioi)  as  leqoiitd  bj 


the  gentleman  from  Massaehnsetts.  He  hoped  the 
gentleman  would  not  press  it,  inasmuch  they 
were  losing  much  time,  and  Mr.  Ihgkbsou.  was 
present  wailing  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  CnSHINO  said  he  would  press  it:  for,  if 
the  words  meant  nothing,  why  not  omit  them;  and 
if  they  did  mean  any  thing,  their  import  was  a  hard 
one. 

Mr.  LEWIS  WILLIAMS  complained  that  the 
Honse,  by  giving  the  Committee  of  EUections 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  had  made 
them  the  prosecutors,  instead  of  the  judges;  and  he 
would  always  contend  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
Honse  were  improper  and  irregular.  Bathe  wished 
to  know  whether  Mr.  Imobbsoll  intended  to  ap- 
pear as  a  claimant  to  the  seat,  or  as  attorney  for 
the  people.  It  was  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
this  fact,  that  he  had  moved  the  reconsideration. 
As,  however,  many  of  his  friends  appeared  desi- 
rous he  should  withdraw,  he  would  do  so.  Ml.  W. 
then  withdrew  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  .GUSHING  renewed  it,  as  he  could  not  con- 
sent to  the  resolution  until  the  wotds  h6  objected  to 
were  sirirken  on'. 

Mr.  MEOILL  ^aidtbat  in  order  to  rave  time, 
he  would  coDsent  to  amend  the  resolution  as  de- 
sired. 

And  there  being  no  objectiao,  the  resolution  was 
so  modified. 

After  soiqe  further  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
BARNARD,  MEDILL,  G.  DAVIS,  and  AL- 
FORD,  participated, 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  the  previous  question, 
but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  ALFORD,  who,  after  some  remarks  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Babhabd,  renewed  it 

Some  debate  of  a  desultory  character  here  arose 
as  to  whether  Mr.  Alpord,  having  previously  spo- 
ken, had  a  right  to  the  floor  to  move  the  previous 
quejtion. 

Mr.  TDRNEY  having  obtained  the  floor,  after 
some  brief  remarks  on  the  propriety  of  reserving 
the  merits  of  the  case  until  it  should  be  fairly  be- 
fore the  House,  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  called  for  the  read- 
ing of  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Ingebsoll;  which  was 
read  as  follows: 
To  the  honerablt  &e  Speaker  sni  Menbtr$  of  the 

House  rf  Rejneunlalivei  qf  the  Vnitti  Slate*  qf 

.Amtrica,  in  Congress  astetnbltd: 
The  memorial  and  petition  of  Charles  J.  IngersoU 

respectfully  shows: 

That  he  was  chosen  by  a  majority  of  the  electors 
of  the  Third  Congressional  District  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  their  Repratentative  in  and  for  the 
Twenty-sixth  Congress,  now  in  session,  and  accord- 
ingly se  retumed  as  elected  by  the  constitutional 
authorities  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvaoia,  whose 
cartifieates,  in  legal  form,  here  commanicaied  to 
the  Honse  of  Representatives,  and  are  now  among 
its  records,  certifying  that  your  memorialist  and  pe- 
titioner is  so  elected.  He  had  believed,  therefore, 
that  your  honorable  Hou«e  noold,  before  this  time, 
without  his  application,  have  instituted  the  proper 
means  for  ascertaining  whether  he  is  entitled  to  the 
member^ip,  which  is  claimed  also  by  another  per- 
son. But  inasmuch  as  he  is  given  lo  understand 
diat  a  direct  application,  in  the  form  of  a  petition, 
from  himself,  is  deemed  necessary  to  bring  the  sub- 
ject, without  delay,  into  the  consideration  of  your 
honorable  Honse,  your  petitioner  respectfully  re- 
quests that  prompt  and  proper  measures  may  be 
taken  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  enable 
yoOr  petitioner  to  prove  his  right  to  membership  as 
Representative  of  the  people  of  the  Third  Con- 
gressional District  of  Pennsylvania  in  Ihe  presenj 
Congress,  and  that  no  other  person  is  elected  from 
that  district  to  this  Congress. 

C.  J.  INGBSSOLL. 

WACHmoToir,  January  23, 1840. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  then  se- 
conded, and  the  main  question — being  on  the  re- 
oonsideration^rdered  to  be  put 

Mr.  B.ARNARD  demanded  Ihe  yeas  and  nay;, 
which  were  ordered;  and  beipg  taken,  lesalted  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Andrews,  Barnard, 
Bell,  Breekenridge,  Broekway,  Chittenden,  Crans- 
ton, Bdward  Danes,  QtneU  Pav^  Diwaoa,  Do^ 


Edward,  Evans,  Everett,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Gran- 
ger, Green,  Gtinnell,  John  Hastings,  Henry, 
Charles  Johnston,  William  Cost  Johniob,  Kemp- 
sball.  King,  Lane,  Marvin,  Morgan,  Nisbet,  0»- 
borne.  Peck,  Proffii,  Randall,  Saltonstall,  Slade, 
Stanly,  John  B.  Thompson,  John  White,  T.  W. 
Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  and  Christopher  H. 
Wi'liams— 42. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alford,  Judson  Allen,  Anderson, 
Adierton,  Banks,  Baker,  Beaity,  Beime,  Black, 
Blaekw;;'!,  Boardman,  Bond,  Brewster,  Briggs, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  O.  Brown,  Burke,  Samp- 
son H.  Butler,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Carr,  Carroll, 
Carter,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clifibrd,  Coles,  Connor, 
William  R.  Cooper,  Craig,  Crary,  Cross,  Cash- 
ing, Dana,  Davee,  John  Davis,  John .  W.  Davis, 
Deberry,  Dickerson,  Dellet.  Doan,  Doig,  Earl, 
Eastman,  Ely,  Fillmore,  Fine,  Fisher,  Floyd, 
Fornance,  Galbraith,  Garland,  Goggin,  Goode, 
Graham,  Griffin,  Habersham,  Hand,  Hawes,  Hill 
of  Virginia,  Hill  of  North  Carolina,  Hillen, 
Holmes,  Hook,  Hopkins.Hubbard,  Jackson,  James, 
Jowph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones, 
John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  KiUe,  Leadbetler,  Leet, 
Leonard,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Lowell,  Lucas,  M^ 
Clellan,  McCulloch,  McKay,  Meredith  Mallory, 
Francis  Mallory,  Marchand,  Mason,  Medill,  Mon- 
tanya,  Moore,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Calvary  Mor- 
ris, Morrow,  Newhard,  Partish,  Parmenter,  Par- 
ris,  Paynier,  Pickens,  Pop*,  Prentiss,  Ran- 
dolph, Rariden,  Riyner,  Reynolds,  Ridgway,  Bd- 
ward Rogers,  James  Rogers,  Ryall,  Samnels.Shaw, 
Shepard,  Albert  Smith,  John  Smith,  Trnmaa 
Smith,  Steenrod,  S'rong,  Smart,  Sumter,  Swearin- 
gen,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Philip  F.  Tho- 
mas, Jacob  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  1^p> 
lett,  Turney,  Underwood,  David  D.  Wagener, 
Weller,  Wick,  J  .W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winthrop,  and  Worthington 
—139. 

So  the  Honse  refused  lo  reconsider  Ihe  vote  by 
which  the  resolution  of  Mr.  MEDILL  had  been 
agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  then  directed  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  to  apprise  Mr.  Inoebsoll  that  he  might  ap- 
pear at  the  bar  of  the  House- 
Mr.  Inocrsoll  then  presented  himself  at  ihe  bar. 
Whereupon, 

The  SPEAKER  mformed  him  that  in  pursnanee 
of  an  order  of  the  House,  he  (Mr.  I.)  was  permit- 
ted to  state  his  reasons  for  claiming  a  seat  in  the 
House,  as  a  repteteniative  from  the  third  Con- 
gressional district  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Inoebsoll  then  proceeded  to  reeapttolate 
Ihe  facts  on  which  he  based  his  right  to  the  seat, 
and  entered  into  a  detailed  account  ot  the  circam< 
stances  attenning  the  perpetration  of  the  alleged 
frauds,  the  bribery  of  witnesses,  etc 

Without  concluding,  Mr.  I.  gave  way  for  a  mo- 
tion to  adjourn;  and  at  a  few  minntes  past  three 
o'clock. 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
WsDNESSAT,  January  6, 1841. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  message  from 
Ihe  President  of  the  ITnited  States,  in  further  reply 
to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  30th  December, 
1839;  which  was  laid  on  Ihe  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  PIERCE  presented  the  petition  of  Ridiard 
Elliott;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  pilots 
of  the  port  nf  New  York,  praying  a  repeal  of  the 
law  of  1837;  which  was  referred  to  the  Cemmitlea 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  PHELPS  presented  resolnlions  of  (he  Le- 
gislature of  Vennont,  instructing  their  Senators 
to  endeavsr  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  recom- 
mending an  amendment  of  the  Constiratioa  of  (he 
United  S!aie!>,  restricting  the  eligibUity  of  Ihe  Preai- 
dent  to  a  single  term;  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petitions  of  Ihe  hein 
of  Collin  Bishop;  Joseph  Cooper  and  Gray  By- 
nam,  administrators  of  Sarshal  Cooper;  Frauds 
Wood;  Joshua  Freeman;  Francis  Ray,  Antaine 
Fay,  Joseph  Beeae,  aa4  John  B.  Jknufor,  ^ese^ 
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Vaggn  Jei«e  Waikins,  James  Turner,  and  Benja- 
min Catoo,  of  llliKonri;  David  Magill;  Joseph 
Bay;  John  O'Bannon;  Wil>iam  Mnnee  aad  Joseph 
WooUdU;  Francis  Wood,  JoeefAt  Wood,  and  othtrs; 
A.G(ooffl;  David  M.  Clailley,  administrator  of 
William  Head;  Robert  A.  and  John  Q.  Heath; 
HUha  Todd  and  Ftands  Cooper;  John  Tomer; 
citiiena  of  Clay  connty.  Mo.;  which  w<ie  all  re> 
fened  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  BBNTON  presented  the  petition  of  Prentice 
F.  Bonney;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
ondaimsr 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BENTON,  the  petition  and 

Spers  of  Maj.  R.  L.  Baker,  now  on  file,  were  re- 
nd to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  the  petition  and  pa- 
pers of  De  Mansar,  now  on  file,  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ANDEBiSON,  the  petitions 
and  papers  now  on  fil«  of  Andrew  Johnson  and  of 
Stmael  Love,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Ut.  BUCHANAN  preKntrd  eight  memorials 
aaneronsly  signed  by  merchants  and  citizens  of 
Fbitsdelpbia,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  the  spirit 
portion  of  the  navy  ration,  and  the  substitalion 
therefor  of  tea  or  coffee;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  preteoted  the  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Orleans,  pray- 
ing the  passage  of  a  general  bankrapt  law;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HBNDEKSON  presented  the  petition  of 
George  W.  Robinson;  which  wis  referred  to  the 
Cimmiilfee  on  the  Post  .Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SOUTHABD  presented  the  memorial  of 
etizens  of  New  Jersey,  praying  the  paswge  of 
a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  STUROEON,  in  pnrsaance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introdace  a  bill  t« 
iDake  certain  appropriations  to  the  Patent  Office; 
which  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee OB  Patents  and  the  Patent  Offica. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS,  in  parsnance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  aaihorize  the  issue  of  patents  for  certain  entries 
of  pnbic  lauds;  which  was  read  twice  and  referred 
10  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MOUTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  Madame  D«  Lnsser  and  their 
legal  representatives,  reported  the  same  with  an 
aaiendm«at. 

Mr.  M.  al!o,  from  the  $ame  committee,  reported 
a  bill  confirming  the  claim  oi  the  heirs  cf  Pierre 
Dolet,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Louisiana; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  cecond  reading. 

Mr.  BBNTON  gave  notice  that  when  the  bill 
establishing  a  general  bankrupt  law  was  taken  up, 
h*  would  move  to  amend  it  by  subjeciing  banks 
and  money  corporations  to  the  operation  of  the 
bill, and  the  compnliory  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  a  bill  for  the  punishment  Of  certain 
crimes  against  the  Uoiied  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
pose; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
leading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Prettyman  was 
considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  or- 
dered to  b«  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Howard  lostitation 
of  the  city  of  Washington  was  taken  np  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  inqaired  from  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  whether 
this  was  the  same  bill  as  passed  the  Senate  the  last 
session. 

Mr.  MERRICK.    The  same. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  woold  call  fonhe  ayes  and  noes 
thereon. 

Several  Senators  asked  for  some  ezplanalioa  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  the  memorial  to  the  Se- 
nate from  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  District, 
let  forth  the  objects  of  this  bill— which  were  of  a 
pnrelv  benevolent  character — and  therefore  he 
would  aak  that  it  might  be  read. 

The  Secretary  having  read  the  memorial. 


Mr.  TAPPAN  said  he  questioned  not  that  th?  in- 
stittttioB  which  it  was  proposed  to  establish  in  this 
city,  for  which  aid  was  sought  by  this  bill,  was  a 
very  meritorious  and  a  very  charitab'e  instiuition; 
bat  he  had  yet  to  learn  that  they  had  any  more 
power,  or  anthority,  or  right,  to  grant  the  pnblic 
property  to  maintain  a  charitable  institutioo  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  than  they  had  to  snpport  a  si- 
milar institntion  in  iht  city  of  New  Yotk,  New  Or« 
leans,  or  any  other  city  cr  town  of  the  United  States. 
Because  this  was  the  seat  of  Gnvernmenl,  because 
Congress  sits  here,  and  the  pnblic  offices  were  here, 
were  they  ta  pat  themselves  in  the  place  of  the  in- 
habitants, and,  by  their  liberality,  afford  the  city 
the  means  of  performing  acts  of  charity,  which  in 
all  other  places  were  accomplished  by  'he  means 
and  the  private  charities  of  the  citizens 
diemselvesT  If  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  District  would  give  some  further  explana- 
tion, he  (Mr  Tafpam)  should  be  glad  to  hear  it,  for 
at  present  he  had  learmd  nothing  that  was  satis- 
factory. He  was  not  aware  that  they  were  under 
any  obligaiion  to  snpport  the  poor  of  this  District, 
more  than  their  general  obligation  to  do  good  to 
the  poor  all  over  the  country. 

Mr.  MERRICK  had  hoped  the  memorial  itself 
woQld  have  been  satisfactory.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  admitted  that  the  objfct  of  the  institntion 
was  praiseworthy  and  commendable,  and  highly 
beneficial  to  the  country,  but  be  doubted  the  right 
of  Congress  to  give  the  aid  contemplated  by  the 
bill,  and  he  argned  that  Congress  ha<l  no  more 
right  to  provide  for  the  poor  and  the  indigent  here, 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  coantry,  Now  it 
seemed  to  him  (Mr.  MxaaicK)  that  tbe  Senator 
from  Ohio  had  not  {tiven  a  correct  constructipn  of 
the  powers  of  Congress.  New  York  had  a  Oo- 
vcmment  of  her  own,  whose  duty  it  was  to  take 
care  of  the  local  interests  of  the  people  of  that 
State,  while  the  people  of  tbe  District  of  Co- 
Inmbla  looked  to  Congress  as  iheir  exclosivo 
legislators;  there  was  no  power  except  that  which 
resides  here,  and  nnle'ss  that  power  was  cxereiFcd, 
the  people  of  the  District  were  cat  off  entirely.  The 
members  of  Congresi  were  the  exclusive  rulers  of 
the  District,  and  to  Congress  must  the  people  of 
the  District  look  for  the  exercise  of  sovereign  pow- 
er. Was  it  right  and  proper,  then,  that  the  people 
of  the  District  should  be  completely  disfranchised 
and  cat  off  from  all  political  rights  which  were  en- 
joyed by  the  people  generally,  and  that  Corgresc 
should  be  less  beneficent  than  the  Legislatures  of 
other  Statcb?  The  anthority  of  Con^r-ss  over  this 
people  was  special  and  more  comprenen-iive  tbau 
over  the  other  people  of  the  States;  Crnsre^  occu- 
pied the  place  of  a  local  Let;if  latore;  and  ihsy  were 
not  asked  to  apply  the  national  money  to  aid  ihe 
people  of  the  Disiriet — they  v'ce  not  asked  to  take 
the  money  of  Ihe  people  of  N  'w  York,  or  cf  Mary- 
land, or  of  Ob'O,  but  they  were  asked  to  give  to  the 
people  of  the  Oisirict  a  portion  of  ihe  property  which 
belonged  to  them,  wh'ch  Congress  ob'ainrd  by 
grant  from  the  owners  of  the  soil,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  applied  to  the  promotion  of  the  welfare 
of  the  people  of  the  D'sfrict.  Wha'  consideration 
had  the  people  of  the  United  States  ever  given  for 
this  vast  amonnt  of  properiyl  This  spot  was  se- 
lected as  the  seat  of  the  Federal  Govemmcni — 
choice  was  made  of  this  place  becausie  it  was  con- 
venient, and  the  proprietors  of  the  soil  ceded  to 
Congress  tbe  territory,  and  now  all  that  wa<  asked, 
was  to  give  them  bick  a  small  portion  for  a  highly 
beneficent  object,  of  that  which  was  as  much  the 
property  of  the  people  of  the  District  as  the  land 
within  a  State  was  the  property  of  the  p*ople  of 
the  Sute. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  had  been  mnch  surprised  at  the 
argament  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland.  Did 
they  owe  any  thing  to  the  District?  If  they  did, 
he  should  like  to  see  the  amonnt  stated,  that  he 
might  ascertain  the  amount  of  balance  due 
from  the  Government  to  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. He  knew  not  what  right  they  had 
to  take  Ihe  properiv  of  the  Goremment  and 
conveyit  for  the  benefit  of  any  poition  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  had  yet  to  learn  that  they  bad  the  power, 
or.  if  they  had  the  power,  that  there  would  be  a 
propriety  in  exercising  that  power.  True  they 
were  Ibe  ezelnsive  I<egislatnr6  of  the  Dtsttict;  but 


were  thry  then  to  provide  for  Uie  support  of  the 
poor]  Was  suc^  power  conferred  upon  themt 
They  had  given  corporate  and  municipal  powers 
to  Uie  several  cities  ofthe  District,  and  beyond  that 
theyconldnotgo.  With  reference  to  the  aocoont 
between  Government  and  the  District,  which  had 
been  often  alluded  to,  he  repeated  that  he  should 
like  to  see  it  stated.  Tbe  Senator  from  tluj' 
land  was  greatly  in  error  if  he  supposed  if 
the  value  of  the  property  was  taken  into 
account,  there  would  be  a  balance  in  favor 
of  the  city.  What  woald  this  property  have 
been  worth,  if  the  National  Government  had 
not  been  located  here?  If  this  land  were  taken  as 
now  proposed,  it  would  be  the  taking  of  the  na- 
tienal  property  and  giving  it  to  the  6iiy,  and  he 
(Mr.  Hdbbakd)  denied  that  they  had  such  power. 
They  might  as  well  take  from  the  national  fund 
and  appropriate  it  to  the  nse  of  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire  as  to  take  this  property  for  tbe  use  of 
this  institution;  and  with  these  views  he  shonld 
vole  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  MERRICK  had  merely  adverted  to  the 
manner  Coi^ress  had  acquired  the  title  to  the  Dis- 
trict, to  show  that  there  s-as  a  peculiar  relation 
existing  between  Congress  and  the  people  of  the 
District  As  to  Ihe  matter  of  account,  of  which- 
the  Senator  from  New  Hanipshlre  bad  spoken,  he 
bad  no  intention  to  enter  into  a  discu!ision.  They 
were  not  now  asked  for  any  thing  from  the  Na- 
tional Treaiqry;  they  were  merely  asked  for  that 
which  was  placed  at  their  dU-posai  for  the  benefit 
of  Ihe  people. 

Mr.  SEVIBRhad  veted  against  this  bill  at  the 
last  session,  and  he  should  vote  against  it  atrain; 
but  he  wi^ed  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  how  many  lots  Government 
held  in  this  city,  and  what  was  their  value. 

Mr.  MEKRICK  .taid  it  was  impossible  that  he 
conid  DOW  atistrer  the  quebtion  so  unexpectedly 
proposed;  originally,  h«lf  the  property  of  ihecHy 
was  ceded  to  tbe  Goveranen',  bet  how  much  the 
Government  still  held  be  could  not  tell. 

Mr.  SEVIER  asked  bov  it  had  been  disposed 
of. 

Mr.  MERRICK  explained.  A  good  deal  of  it 
had  been  disposed  of  for  college;  and  schools,  and 
a  good  deal  fur  the  improvement  of  the  streets  and 
public  stioares.  When  a  street  was  paved,  the 
Conrmis&ioner  of  the  Public  Buildings  was  bound 
to  pave  that  part  which  passed  along  a  puMie 
square,  and  fur  this  purpo  :e  a  good  deal  of  the 
public  I  )ts  hsd  been  di«posed  of,  ihe  city  corpo- 
ration levying  a  tax  to  defray  ihe  expeitve  <>(  ioi- 
proving  the  roads  in  tbe  front  of  tbe  stores  and 
habitalionr. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  if  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land would  ini reduce  a  bill  to  rede  ail  the  lots  to 
the  corporate  au'hatities,  for  the  purpofe  of  giving 
o  each  citizen  a  lot  for  tbe  site  of  a  "li<g  cabin," 
he  (Mr.  Sivica)  would  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  HUilEARD.    Each  while  per-ion. 

Mr.  SEVmR'  White  or  black,  or  between  the 
colors.  If  the  Senator  from  Maryland  wonld  in- 
troduce such  a  bill,  giving  the  public  property  in 
the  land  in  this  city  to  the  citizsu',  a  nd  add  a  prospec- 
tive pre-emption  clause  for  the  benefit  of  those 
whJ  were  to  come  hereafter  in  the  vacant  lots,  he 
would  vote  for  it,  and  he  believed  many  of  tboie 
with  whom  he  usually  acted  would  vole  for  it  too. 

Mr.  MERRICK  hoped  the  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sas would  yet  bfcome  one  of  tbe  "log  cabin"  party. 

After  a  few  other  words  from  Mr.  SEVIER  and 
Mr.  MERRICK, 

Mr.  WALKER  said  he  had  voted  for  this  bill 
at  the  last  session  with  grtal  pleasure,  and  shonld 
do  so  again  now.  The  bill  granted  a  small  vacant 
.lot  of  the  public  grounds  in  Washington  to  the 
Howard  losutnte  of  tbis^  city,  an  institute  esta* 
blishcJ  by  private  funds  for  the  most  noble  and 
charitable  purpcxes — the  employment  of  the  poor, 
especially  of  the  female  poor,  the  widow  and  the 
orphan,  and  the  alleviation  of  human  misery.  This 
grant  was  not  without  precedent.  One  of  the 
New  England  States  and  one  of  the  Western  States 
had  received  from  Congress  large  grants  of  the 
public  domain  for  similar  institutions  and  for  pub- 
lic charity  within  the  limits  of  those  States.  Iliese 
were  grant*,  not  of  a  small  lot  of  groand,  as  in  this 
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case,  but  of.  whole  township!!  of  peblic  laad, 
greater  in  ritent  than  the  entire  District  of 
Columbia.  And  was  human  misery  less  in  this 
District  Ihao  in  New  England  or  tb*  West,  that 
diey  should  refuse  ,to  alleviate  it  here,  by  all  the 
proper  mean:  within  the  power  of  this  Qoveromeni? 
If  tiie  Legislature  of  this  Goremmcnt  could  not 
make  this  grant,  no  other  could;  for  no  other  poa> 
sessed  any  power  in  this  District.  Was  this  Dis- 
trict, then,  to  be  the  only  portion  of  this  Union  where 
public  charity  was  to  receive  no  legislative  aid  or 
enconragemenil  Here,  under  their  own  eyes,  and 
in  their  daily  walks  to  this  Capitol,  should  they  be> 
bold  so  much  of  human  misery,  and,  folding  their 
arms  in  callous  apathy,  say  to  the  poor  of  this  Dis- 
trict, "You  are  strangers  to  us — ^you  are  not  our 
constituents,  and  we  will  refuse  you  even  a  small 
lot  of  the  public  ground  upon  which  to  erect  that 
asylum,  for  the  constmciion  of  which,  charitable 
individuals  had  raised  the  fnndtl"  He  would  give 
no  such  vote;  and  if  he  did,  he  could  not  but  feel 
that  he  was  respoHsible  for  at  least  a  portion  of  that 
distress  which  exists  in  this  District. 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  then  taken,  and  the 
question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAB — Messrs.  Anderson,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Henderson,  Kinp;,  Lion,  Lump- 
kin, Merrick,  Monton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Phelps, 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robinson,  BtvUr,  Smith 
of  Indiana,  Sonthatd,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge.  Walk- 
er, Wall,  White,  Williams,  and  Young— 29. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benion,  Clay  of  Alaba- 
ma, Hubbard,  Pierce,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  and 
Tappan— 7. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  SEVIER  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to-mor- 
row, ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  cede  ihe  public 
lands  within  the  District  of  Columbia  to  settlers 
thereon. 

GENERAL    PROSPECTIVE   PRE-EMPTION 
LAW. 

The  biU  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  public 
lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same,  and 
raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being  the  special  order  of 
the  day,  was  taken  up,  and,  a  substitute  therefor  be- 
ing submitted  by  Mr.  Prentiss, 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  addressed  the  Senate  at 
length  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  was  followed  by 
Messrs.  WRIGHT  and  LINN  in  reply. 

At  4  o'clock,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wbdiusdit,  January  6,  1841. 
Mr.  J.   W.  JONES,    from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  asked  and  obfained  le.ive  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  making  approprialians  for  the 
SUPPORT  OF  THE  ARMY  FOR  THE  YEAR  I  SI  1. 

It  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  (he  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and,  with 
the  accompanying  documents,  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  taking 
of  testimony  in  cases  of  conte;>ted '.  election,  and 
for  other  purposes^"  which  was  read  twice,  tefeired 
to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  at  what  time  the 
bill  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expeosei  of  the 
Government  would  be  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee. 

Mi.  JONES  of  Virginia  said  that  the  bill  would 
be  reported  in  the  coarse  of  a  few  da)s. 

Mr.  ADAMS  remarked  that  he  made  ibe  inqui- 
ry bfcanse  the  rules  of  the  Hou^e  required  that  it 
should  be  reported  within  the  first  thirty  days  of  the 
session. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  replied  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  bad  mislakea  the  provi- 
.slon  of  the  role  to  which  he  referred.  That  inle 
made  it  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Mean*  to  report  the  general  appropriali»n  billit — 
for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ezpens>'S  of  the  Go- 
vernmeDi;  for  the  army;  for  the  i..nfy;  a-id  for  the 
Indian  Department,  and  Indian  auiiuitics,  within 
thirty  days  afier  their  appointmrnt,  aiid  not  within 


thirty  days  from  the  commencement  of  the  session. 
He  would  inform  the  honorable  gentleman  that  the 
bill  would  be  reported  wiihin  the  time  prescribed 
by  the  rale  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CHINN  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  an 
early  ds),  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  10  revive  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  audio- 
rize  the  inhabitants  ol  Ihe  State  of  Louisiana  to  en- 
ter the  back  lands;" 

Also,  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  unite  the  South 
Eastern  land  district,  and  that  of  the  Greensburgh 
district,  in  the  Siate  of  Lonisiana,  and  for  other 
purposes."  • 

Messrs.  DOE,  CHINN,  SMITH  of  Indiana, 
RARIDEN  and  GRINNELL,  on  leave,  severally 
presentee  petitions;  which  were  appropriately  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi,  in  pursuance 
of  notice  heretofore  given,  introduced  "a  bill  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force  for  a  limited  time,  an 
act  approved  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1837,  enti- 
titled  'An  act  foi  the  appointment  of  commissioners 
to  ailjust  the  claims  to  reservations  of  land  under 
the  14th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1830,  with  the 
Choctaw  Iadiaiis;"and  also  an  act  approved  on  the 
22J  day  of  February,  1838,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  an  act  ea tilled 'An  act  for  the  appcjintment, 
of  commissioners  to  adjust  the  claims  to  reserva- 
tions of  lands  under  the  14th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1830  wiih  the  Choctaw  Indians;'"  which  bill  was 
read  a  firj>t  and  second  lime,  referred  to '  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indien  Afiairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  f.a.ve  notice  that  he 
would  offer  the  following  amendment  to  ihe  Army 
Bill  when  it  should  come  up  for  consideration: 

"Sec.  —  And  that  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Cumberland  Road  through  Ihe  States 
of  Indiana,  Ohio,  and  Illinois,  to  be  disbursed 
equally  among  said  Slates,  and  to  be  subjected  to 
all  the  restrictions  and  limitations  of  former  appro- 
priationSi" 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  the  amendment  was  order- 
ed to  he  printed. 

Mr.  LEONARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lie  Buildings,  to  whom  had  been  referred  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Honse,  directing  an  inquiry  as  to  the 
canse  of  the 

FALLING  OF  THE  CHANDELIER, 
made  a  report  thereon. 

The  report  was  read,  and  after  excjlpating  the 
contractor  from  all  blame,  concludes  as  follows: 

"Upon  inquiry,  the  Committee  find  that  no  mo- 
ney has  been  paid  by  the  Clerk  to  the  constructors; 
Tlie  remaining  materials  of  the  chandelier  are 
valued  at  $400,  which  Messrs.  Hooper  and  Co. 
are  willing  to  take  back.  In  view  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  committee  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion to  recommend  to  the  House  a  Mrict  com- 
pliance with  Ihe  contract  before  referred  to,  by  di- 
recting the  Clerk  to  pay  over  to  Messrs.  Hooper 
and  Co.  fuch  balance  as  may  be  coming  to  them, 
after  deducting  the  $400  aforesaid.  All  of  which 
is  respectfully  submitied." 

The  report  was  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

LUNATICS   IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF    CO- 
LUMBIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON,  the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  L.  Willums  in  the  chair,)  on  the 
bill  reported  by  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Colombia,  on  ihe  221  of  December,  as  f.  llnwj: 
A  BILL  mak:nz  temporary  provision  for  lunatics 
in  the  Di>trict  of  Columb  a. 

Be  it  ennclti  bij  the  Senaie  and  f/oiuc  of  Represen- 
tativei  rf  the  UMted  States  nf  ^meiica  in  Con^res$ 
Msembled,  That  the  marshal  fur  the  District  ol  Co- 
lumbi<i  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorized  to  send  to 
tbe  lunatic  asylum,  in  Baliimnre,  all  .^uc'i  Innalic 
per:ons  as  arc  now  con&nrd  in  tbe  ja'ls  of  W?sh- 
iogion  and  Alcxandiia  counties,  and  all  such  as 
may  hereafter  be  considered  as  lunatics,  by  order 
of  the  circuit  or  criminal  courti.;  and  that  be  pay 
the  expenses  of  their  removal,  and  of  their  main- 
tenance in  said  asylum,  and  be  allowed  for  the 
same  in  tho  ^ettlcmepi  ol  bis  accouutj  at  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  Slate;. 


Mr.  GUSHING  did  not  understand  why  the 
Corporation  of  Washington  could  not  lake  care  of 
their  own  poor.  If  the  lunatics  were  paupers, 
why  were  they  confined  in  the  common  jaiR  There 
was  an  alms  house  in  tbe  city,  in  which  they  eoold 
be  confined. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  wonid  answer  Ihe  qaestion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  The  leaaon 
why  the  corporate  authorities  did  not  place  these 
maniacs  among  the  paupers,  was  because  of  the 
imminent  peril  that  would  thereby  be  occasioned. 
There  were  now  twelve  lunatics  in  prison  with 
comrnan  criminals.  Tne  lunatic  asylum  in  Balti- 
more was  willing  to  receive  the  lunatics  at  moderate 
prices.  Common  sympathy,  said  Mr.  J.  called  for 
relief. 

Mr.  CnSHING  said  he  bal  tmderstoed  that 
those  lunatics  were  without  the  common  necessa- 
ries of  lif«,  and  were  obliged  to  lie  upon  the  prison 
floor.  Mr.  C.  had  been  told  that  iheclrcumstaDces 
of  the  case  called  on  the  House  for  relief.  If  this 
bill  was  the  only  mode  of  affording  relief,  hewoald 
perhaps  be  willing  to  stretch  a  point;  but  he  de- 
sired to  know  whose  fault  it  was  that  the  evil  ex- 
isted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said  that  tbe  corporation  of 
this  city  gave  two  dollars  per  week  for  the  sup- 
port of  these  luoinics,  and  that  was  all  it  eostd  af- 
ford.  But  in  the  rcsioratino  of  their  health,  their 
minds  might  be  restored.  This  was  a  higher  mo- 
tive than  dollars  and  cents,  and  this  was  the  motive 
which  had  induced  the  committee  to  report  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
adding  the  following: 

"  Provided,  That  it  shall  be  done  at  the  expense 
of  the  city  authorities." 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said  thai,  in  his  opinion,  this 
was  a  subject  which  should  be  left  to  the  autho- 
rities of  the  city.  The  people's  represeniatiTes 
were  not  there  to  regulate  tbe  poor  houses  of  the 
District;  and  it  seemed  to  him  that,  if  the  provi- 
stons  of  Ihe  bill  were  carried  out,  all  tbe  poor  of 
surrounding  country  would  come  here  to  profit 
by  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said  the  bill  was  not  intended  for 
paupers,  but  for  lunatics. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  replied  that  there  could  be  no 
diflference  between  them,  in  the  principle  of  ex- 
pense. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  remarked  that  the  counties  took 
care  of  paupers,  and  tbe  Stales  of  lunatics.  Con- 
gress was  the  local  legislature  of  the  District,  and 
Mr.  J.  asked  whether  it  would  not  act  its  part. 
Tbe  expewes  would  be  trifling  in  comparison  to 
the  CAml'ort  which  would  be  bestowed.  He  trusted 
that  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  would  withdraw 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  REED,  after  some  remarks,  in  which  he  ob- 
served, that  from  some  cause  or  other  the  greatest 
number  of  lunatics  were  assembled  in  this  city, 
said  he  hoped  the  amendment  would  not  be  agreed 
to  by  the  Houie.  As,  however,  the  subject  of  cha- 
rity bad  been  introduced,  be  beegrd  to  make  a  few 
remarks.  Mr.  R.  then  in  a  very  earnest  manner 
adverted  to  the  f<ict  that  tha  Marshal  of  this  Dis- 
trict had  an  animal  salary  of  ten  thousand  dollars, 
while  tbe  persons  in  ihc  jail  were  in  the  most 
wretched  coodiiion,  lying  upon  straw,  and  subject 
to  many  other  piivations.  He,  Mr.  R.  believed 
that,  before  th«  ce.ssion  of  ihe  District,  the  State  of 
Maryland  alliivved  Gi'tccn  shillings  as  the  price  of 
board  for  each  individual.  He  trusted  the  cem- 
mittee  would  take  this  subject  under  considaraiioa, 
and  .sre  whether  they  cuuld  not  provide  by  law 
much  butter  living  and  accommodation  for  there 
criminals,  even  though  it  thould  be  at  a  reduction 
of  the  salary  of  tbe  Marshal,  who,  it  appeared, 
lived  two  miles  off,  and,  while  deriving  a  great 
profit,  employed  aocther  person  lo  perform  ibe  du- 
ties. He  (Mr.  R.)  was  m  favor  of  the  bill  now 
introduced;  for  the  wretched  accommodation  in  the 
jail  was  bulTicient  to  mak«  a  man  a  lunatic,  whether 
he  was  previou.sly  so  i  r  not.  He  hope  1  the  amend- 
meal  would  not  be  alopi-d. 

After  some  brie''  reinirks  from  Messrs.  HUB- 
BARD end  VANDERP  'EL, 

The  quciiion  was.'  tak  n  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  HUBBARD,  and  i!  was  rejected. 
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The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  tbsn  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered,  and  being  taken,  lesolted  as  follows: 

T£A8— Messrs.  Jndson  Allen,  Atherton,  Banks, 
Beatty,  Beime,  Boyd,  Burke,  Clifford,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Crabb,  Cross,  Dana,  John  Datris,  Doan,  Doig, 
Ear],  Eailman,  Griffin,  Hanci,  Have?,  Hawkins, 
'  Hill  of  North  Carolina,  Hnbbard,  Jameson,  Jos. 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Kille, 
Lucas,  MeCalloch,  McKay,  Miller,  Samuel  W. 
Moms,  Mewhard,  Parrisb,  Paynter,  Prentiss, 
Reynolds,  Ryall,  Samaels,  Shaw,  Thos.  Smith, 
Starkweather,  Sieenrod,  Strong,  Taylor,  Jacob 
Thomftsoo,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tumey,  David  D. 
Wigeher,  Watteison,  Wick,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
and  Heni7  Williams — 55. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  John  W.  Al- 
len, Andrews,  Baker,  Barnard,  Boardman,  Bond, 
'  Brewster,  Briggs,  Sampson  H.  Batler,  William  0. 
Bntltr,  Calbonn,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carroll, 
Carter,  Cacey,  Cbitlenden,  Cusfaiog,  Davee,  John 
W.  Dans,  O.  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dickerson, 
Dellel,  Doe,  Ely,  Evans,  Evereit,  Fillmore,  Fuher, 
Floyd,  Fomance,  GUlbraith,  Garland,  Giddin$!s, 
Goggin,  Ooode,  Graham,  Granger,  Grten,  Orinnell, 
-John  HaMiags,  Henry,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hillen, 
HoAnan,  Hook,  Jackson,  James,  Chas.  Johnston, 
William  Cost  Johnfon,  Keim,  Kempshall,  Lane, 
Lradbetter,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Lowell, 
MeCariy,  P.  Blallory,  Marchand,  Marvin,  Masoa, 
Moaroe,  Moigan,  Ctelvary  Morris,  Morrow,  Nay- 
iDr,  Nisbet,  Osborne,  Palen,  Parmenter,  Peck,  Pope, 
■Randall,  Eariden,  Bayner,  Reed,  Ridgway,  E. 
Rogers,  Rassell,  Saltonsiall,  Shepard,  Slade,  John 
Saudi,  Traman  Smith,  Sianly,  Smart,  Swearingen, 
Philip  P.  Thomas,  TilUngbasi,  Toland,  Triplet!, 
TmmbnH,  Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  Warren, 
Welter,  John  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Wiltians,  Wiathrop,  and  Woitbington— 107. 

So  tlM  Hoase  refnsed  to  lay  on  the  labte. 

AAer  aa  amendaiioii  of  the  bill,  by  limiting  its 
operation  to  tanaties  who  were  panpers,  it  was 
read  a  third  time;  and  the  qnestion  being  on  its 
passage, 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  d«manded  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Some  debate  of  a  desaliory  character  Uien  arose, 
in  relation  to  the  length  of  time  the  bill  was  to  be 
in  operation. 

Mr.  COST  JOHNSON  explained  that  the  object 
of  the  bill  was  to  make  a  temporary  provision  only, 
•nd  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Committee  for 
the  District,  on  a  proper  occasion,  to  imrodoce  a 
bill  for  the  erection  of  a  building  in  this  city  for 
innatics.  Mr.  J.  then  moved  the  previouj  qnes- 
ion,  which  was  seconded  by  the  Honse.  The 
main  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  then 
ordered;  and  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  retailed 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messsrs.  Adams,  Alford,  John  W.  Al- 
len, Andrews,  Boardman,  Bond,  Bri;rg«,  William 
O.  Batler,  Calhoun,  Carroll,  Carter,  Cancy,  Chinn, 
Gushing,  Davee,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dellet,  Doe, 
Evans,  Everett,  Floyd,  Galbraitfa,  Giddingg,  Qoode, 
Graham,  Graves,  Green,  lirinnell,  Hill  of  Virgiaia, 
Hillen,  Hoffman,  Huai,  Jarne;,  Charles  John^rtoo, 
William  Cost  Jobn^on,  Kempshall,  Lane,  Leet, 
Lincoln,  McOariy,  Marvin,  Mason,  Monroe, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Naylor,  Nis- 
bei,  Osborne,  Palen,  Parmenter.  Pope,  Randall, 
Reed,  Ridgway,  Rof^ers,  Rassell,  Salionsiall,  John 
Smith,  Troman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Toland, 
"Triplett,  Jonn  While,  Thomas  W.  Williams, 
Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher 
H.  Williajn.',  and  Winthrop— 72. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Judion  Allen,  Anderson,  Ather- 
ton, Banks,  Baker,  Beatty ,  Beirne,  Blackwell,  Boyd, 
Brewster,  Aan^n  V.  Etrown,  AlbeN  G.  Brown, 
Burke,  Cbillcnden,  Clifford,  Connor,  Crabb,  Crary, 
Cross,  Dana,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Dick- 
erson,  Doan,  Doi°,  Duncan,  Earl,  Eai-tinan,  Fill- 
more, Fine,  Garland,  Goegin,  Griffin,  Hand, 
Hawes,  Hawkin;,  Henry,  Hill  of  North  Carolina, 
Hnbbard,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Jackson,  Natha- 
niel Jones,  K«im,  Kemble,  Kille,  Lucas,  MeCal- 
loch, McKay,  Marohand,  Medill,  Miller,  Mon- 
tanya,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Netvhard,  Parri^h, 
Bayntei,  Peck,  Pieatits,  Reynolds,  Jas.  Rogers, 


Ryall,  Samuels,  Shaw,  Shepard,  Slade,  Albert 
Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Starkweather,  Steenrod, 
Strong,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Philip  F.  Thomas, 
Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tumey,  Un- 
derwood, Vanderpoel,  David  D.  Wagener,  Wick, 
Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  and  Wor- 
thington— 82. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected, 

Mr.  PiLLMORE  moved  to  recommit  it  for  the 
purpose  of  incorporating  ceitain  amendments, 
limiting  the  operation  of  ihs  bill  to  two  year.",  etc. 

This  moniion    was    entertained;  but    without 
taking  any  question  thereon,  the  House  proceeded 
t<i  the  sjNecial  order  of  the  day,  being  ihe 
PENNSYLVANIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION 

CASE, 
between  Messrs.  Naylor  and  Inoebsoll. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the 
Houiie,  and  concluded  his  remarks  from  yesterday 
in  support  of  bis  claim  to  the  seat  now  occupied 
by  Mr.  Naylor. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Note. — On  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  resolu- 
tion of  Mr.  Meoill  on  yesterday,  Mr.  John  His- 
TiNcs  vo'.ed  in  the  negative,  and  not  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 


IN  SENATE, 
TntiasDiT,  January  7,  1841. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,1|tiansmitting  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  a  list 
of  the  soldiers  engaged  in  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain,  who  ate  ent'tied  lo  bounty  land;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Abo,  a  report  from  the  PoMmaster  General,  with 
a  list  of  the  number  and  compensation  of  the  clerks 
engaged  in  his  Department;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasn- 
ry,  transmitting  a  statement  fnrnidted  by  the  banli^ 
ing  incorporations  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
showing  their  condition  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1841;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  4th  iiut.  relative  to  the  settlement  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi land  claims;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  memorial  of  the  heirs 
and  legal  repref  emaiives  of  Major  General  Dnpor- 
tail,  of  Brigadier  General  Armand  and  Capt.  De 
La  Colombe,  praying  bounty  land  for  Revolutiona- 
ry service)';  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lau'ls. 

Mr.  KING  pre.<«nted  the  memorial  of  Jesse 
Carpenter;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NICHOLAS,  the  petition 
and  papers  of  the  West  Feliciana  Railroad  Com- 
panr,  now  on  file,  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance.  • 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
PensioD.=,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Pamela  Allen,  reporle<l  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  McCIoud,  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  WUITB,  from  die  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  a  bill  for  ihs  relief  of  Samuel  Crapin; 
whidi  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  se«ocid  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Commilire  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  House  bill 
making  provision  for  navy  pensions,  and  in  rela- 
tion to  half  pay,  reported  the  same  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  KING,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorials  of  citizens  of 
Michigan,  pr.iying  for  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on 
fish  brought  from  Canada,  asked  that  the  commit- 
tee might  be  discharged  from  their  further  conside- 
ration, &nd  that  the  memorialists  have  leave  to 
withdraw  their  papers.  Mr.  K.  slated  as  a  reason 
for  this  motion,  that  the  Senate  had  no  power  by 


the  Constitution  to  enact  a  bill  imposing  duties. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Luke 
Bonney,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  Airther 
consideration;  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  H.  the  petition  of  llieodore 
Brigbtwell  was  teferred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciarv. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Finanee, 
to  which  had  been  referred  memorials  for  the  ex- 
tension of  time  to  the  deposile  banks  of  Natchez 
for  payment  of  money  into  the  Treasunr  of  the 
United  States,  reported  a  joint  resolution  andio- 
rizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  extend  fur- 
ther indulgence  to  certain  of  the  late  deposits  banks; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referi^ed  a  bill  to  authorize  the  payment 
of  equitable  conunissions  to  the  agents  or  attorneys 
of  persons  in  whoce  favor  awards  have  been  made 
under  three  several  treaties  between  the  United 
States  and  certain  foreign  powers,  which  awards 
have  been  retained  in  the  Ireasory  in  payment  of 
debts  due  to  the  United  States,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  PIERCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mary  Snow, 
reported  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  lo  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  P.  also,  from  the  same  commitleej  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  Uie  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  Jacob  Park  and  the  heirs  of  Abraham 
White;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  submitted  the  following  resola- 
tion,  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Rtulmd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  at  as  early 
a  period  as  practicable,  in  a  detailed  and  tabnlar 
form,  all  the  information  in  the  power  of  his  De- 
partment in  answer  to  the  following  quertionst 

1.  What  amount  has  the  Federal  Government 
lost, 'from  its  organization  to  this  time,  by  the  em- 
ployment  of  banks,  by  the  use  of  bank  paper,  or 
by  its  connections  in  any  wise  with  banks,  inclnd- 
ing  the  depreciation  of  bank  paper. 

3.  What  amount  the  people  of  the  United  Stales 
have  lost,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  this!  time,  by  the  failure  and  the  laspension 
of  binks,  and  by  the  depreciation  of  bank  paper, 
by  the  loss  and  destruction  of  bank  notes,  and  by 
the  existence  of  banks  and  the  use  of  bank  paper 
generally. 

3.  What  bave  the  peopte  and  Government  of  the 
United  Slates  paid,  directly  and  indirectly,  to  the 
aggregate  banks  of  the  United  States,  for  the  use 
of  those  inslitntions  annually  for  the  last  ten  yearr. 

4.  What  proportion  of  the  stock  of  the  several 
banks  of  the  United  States  is  at  this  time  owned  by 
foreigners. 

BU.LS  PASSED. 

The  joint  resolution  to  present  to  nnlversities  and 
incorporate  colleges,  copies  of  the  Catalogue  of  the 
Library  of  Congress. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  ef  Mary  Preityman;  and 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Howard  Institute 
of  the  city  of  Washington;  were  severally  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Hernandez; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  or  Gad  Humphreys,  of  the 
Territory  of  Flotido; 

The  bill  fur  the  relief  of  Molachi  Hogan,  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida; 

were,  severally  considered  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  tbinl 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represenui- vcs 
of  John  J.  Bulow,  Jr.  deceased,  being  taken  up — 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  would  tdtof  ihe 
chairman  of  the  Commitiee  on  Claims,  whether 
the  committee  were  in  favor  of  making  compensa- 
tion for  all  the  losses  of  individuals  occasioned  by 
the  war  in  Florida. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said  that  qaesiion  bad  notbeetf 
presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  commiuee.  If  it 
should  be  presented  to  that  committee,  so  far  asba' 
was  concerned,  he  was  decidedly  oppaitd  to  Utj 
such  principle.  ^ 


u 


CONGRESSIONAL  OLOBE. 


Ur.  bUCHAITAN  said  he  woald  to-morrow  nn- 
^eriake  to  show  ihat  the  bills  which  had  jost  been 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  involred  lhat  principle, 
ftiid,ifit  passed,  woald  be  the  means  of  taking 
miliions  of  money  from  the  public  Treattiry. 

Mr.  HUBBABD  would  with  pleasure  listen  to 
the  Senator's  views  on  the  sabject  at  bis  earliest 
convenience. 
Some  further  conversation   ensued  as  to   the 
-  principles  involved  in  these  bills,  in  which  Messrs. 
WRIGHT,[HUBBARD,  and  KING,  participated; 
■  irhen,  by  equal  consent,  the  bill  under  considpra- 
tion  was  informally  passed  over,  with  the  under- 
standing that  it  and  the  others  for  claims  in  Florida, 
wonld  M  disctissed  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Missoari,  ap- 
proved 9ih  Jnly,  1832,  and  the  act  supplemental 
ilwreto,  approved  3  March,  1833;  and 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  patent  to  the 
heiio  or  legal  representatives  of  Francis  Rivard, 
dectased;  were  severally  considered  as  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
PBRHANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE  KMPTION  LAW. 
Hie  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption S3rstem,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  poblic 
lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same,  and 
raise  a  log  cabin  (hereon,  being  the  special  order  of 
the  day,  was  taken  up,  the  question  being  on  the 
substitute  therefor  submitted  by  Mr.  Prentiss. 

After  a  slight  modification  of  the  suteiitnte  bv 
Mr.  PRENTISS, 

Mr.  HONTINOTON  addressed  the  Senate  in 
favor  of  the  snbstitute,  and  in  opposition  to  va- 
riotu  propositions  of  the  bill,  and  was  followed  by 
Mr.  HUBBARD,  who  sabmitted  bis  views  at 
length  in  favor  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  in 
opposition  to  the  amendment. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  GRAHAM 
and  FRBSTON,  whose  remarks  were  principally 
confined  to  the  relative  powers  of  the  General  and 
State  Governments  on  the  sabject  of  naturalization 
and  dtizenatioii. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  rose  with  (be  purpose  of  sub- 
inttting  his  views  on  the  bill;  but  it  being  late  in 
the  afternoon,  he  yielded  to  a  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment; 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tbi;bsdav,  January  7,  1841. 

After  the  journal  had  been  read, 

Mr.  LBBT  asked  and  obtained  leave  lo  with- 
draw the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Capt.  Richard 
Dollarear,  late  of  the  Revolatioaary  army,  and  the 
accompanying  documents. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced,  as  the  special 
order,  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
-mittee  of  Elections  relative  to  the 
CONTESTED  PENNSYLVANIA  ELECTION 

CASE 
between  Messrs.  Naylob  and  Ikqissoll. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  after  alluding  to  the  indisposi- 
tion  of  Mr.  Natlor,  moved  a  postponement  of  the 
case  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MONROE  objected,  on  the  ground  that  to- 
morrow was  the  day  for  the  consideration  of  pri- 
vate bills. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  be  had  no  objection  to  mo- 
dify his  motion  so  as  lo  insert  Menday. 

After  some  debate  of  a  conversational  diaracter, 
die  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  further  conside- 
raiion  of  the  subject  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

LUNATICS   IN  THE   DISTRICT  OP  CO- 
LUMBIA. 

The  next  business  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  FitL- 
MORE  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  mak- 
ing temporary  provisions  for  lunatics  in  the  Dis- 
trict had  been  rejected. 

After  some  brief  remarks  from  Mr.  TILLING- 
HAST, 

Mr.  MARVIN  moved  the  previcns  question, 
vbieh  was  seconded. 

The  Diaio  question  on  the  reconsideration  was 
*f  n  ordered  to  be  put,  whereon 

Mr,  HUBBARD  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 


which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted  as 
follows:  , 

YEAS— Mfssry.  Adams,  Alford,  John  W.  Al- 
lei,  Andrewj,  Barnard,  Boardman,  Bond,  Brews'er, 
Briggs,  Biockiray,  Carr,  Carroll,  Carter,  C«s«y, 
Cbion,  Cranston,  Cnrti.',  Cashing,  Dana,  Davee, 
Edward  Davie?,  Jthn  W.  Dav  r.  Garret  Davis, 
Dawson,  Deberry,  Dellei,  Doe,  Doi",  Edwards, 
Ely,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Fi«Iier,  Galbraith,  Gid- 
dings,  (ioggin,  Qocd\  Graham,  Granger,  Graves, 
Green,  Henry,  Hill  of  Vitginia,  Hoffman,  Hook, 
James,  Charlrs  Johnston,  \Villiiim  Cost  Johnson, 
Kempshall,  King,  Lane,  Lect,  Lincoln,  Lowell, 
Francis  Mallory,  Marvin,  Mason,  Monroe, 
Morgan,  Morrow,  Naylor,  Osborne,  Paleo,  Par- 
menter.  Peck,  Randall,  Rariden,  Reed,  Ridgway, 
Edward  Rogers,  Russell,  Sa'tonstall,  Sergeant, 
Blade,  John  Smith,  Trnmaa  Smith,  Sianly,  Staart, 
Taliaferro,  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Waddy  Thomp- 
son, John  B.  Thompsou,  Tillinghast,  Toand, 
Triplelt,  Trumbull,  Warren,  Weller,  John  While, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wm- 
throp,  and  Wise — 95. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atherton,  Banks,  Blackwell, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burke,  Clif- 
ford, Connor,  Crabb,  Crary,  John  Davis,  Dicker- 
son,  Dosn,  Dancan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Floyd,  Griffin, 
Hand,  John  Hastings,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hill  of 
North  Carolina,  Hopkins,  Habbard,  Jameson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Keim,  Killr,  Lucas,  McClellan, 
McKay,  Marchand,  Medill,  Miller,  Moatanya, 
Montgomery,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Pirrish.Paynter, 
Pickens,  Prentiss,  Reynolds,  Ryall,  Samuels, 
Shaw,  Shepard,  Thomas  Smith,  Starkweather, 
Steenrod,  Strong,  Sumter,  Swearingrn,  Snenev, 
Taylor,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tumey,  Vanderpoel, 
Watterson,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams, 
and  Worihingion— 63. 
So  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 
Mr.  FILLMORE  then  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  which  was  agreed  to — ayes  95,  noes  not 
counted. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rales  for  the  purpose  of  going  at  that  time  into 
committee  on  the  bill. 
And  the  rules  being  suspended, 
The  Honse  then  resolved  itselJf  Into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  en  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
LiifcdLv  in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  bill. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  offered  an  amendment  limiting 
the  operation  of  the  act  to  March  3, 1843,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

The  following  amendment  was  also  offered  and 
agreed  to: 

"They  being  panpeis  of  the  said  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, their  support  being  legally  chargeable 
thereto." 

A  debate  then  followed,  relative  to  the  propriety 
of  defraying  the  expense  for  the  sapport  of  tb*  lu- 
natics out  ot  the  public  treasury,  in  which  Messrs. 
HAND,  WADDY  THOMPSON,  WM.  COST 
JOHNSON,  FlLLMOJftE,  DAWSON,  BRIGGS, 
and  ALFORD,  partici^ed.  The  debate  will  be 
noticed  hereafter. 

On  motion,  the  committee  then  rose  and  reported 
the  bill,  as  amended,  to  the  House. 

The  amendments  ware  concurred  in,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time;  and  the  qnestion  being  on  its 
passage,  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  Judson  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Andrews,  Baker,  Barnard,  Board- 
man,  Bond,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Sampson 
H.  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  Calhoun,  William 
B.  Campbelll,  Carr,  Carroll,  Carter,  Casey,  Chit- 
tenden, Cranston,  Cartis,  Cashing,  Thomas  D;vee, 
Edward  Davies,  John  W.  Davis,  Garrett  Davi^ 
Dawson,  Deberry,  Dellet,  Doe,  Doig,  Edwards, 
Ely,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Fine,  Fisher,  Floyd, 
Galbraitb,  Gogttin,  Goode,  Graham,  Granger, 
Graves,  Green,  Grinnell,  John  Hastings,  Henry, 
Hill  of  Virginia,  Hoffman,  Holmes,  Hook,  Hant, 
James,  Charles  Johnston,  Wro.  Cost  Johnson, 
Kemble,  Kempshall,  Kint,  Lane,  Leei,  Lincoln, 
Lowell,  Meredith  Mallory,  Francis  Mallory, 
Marvin,  Mason,  Monroe,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Oi- 
borne,  Palen,  Parmenter,  Peck,  Pope,  Randall, 
Rariden,  Rayaer,  Reed,  Ridgway,    Edward  Ro- 


gers, Rus.<«ll,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Slade,  John 
Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Sumter, 
Sweney,  TaUaferro,  Philip  F.Thomas,  Waddy 
Thompson,  Ti!l;n::hist,  Toland,  Triplelt,  Trum- 
bull, Underwood,  Warren,  Weller,  John  .White, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams  Chrietophet  H.  Williams,  Win- 
throp,  and  Wise — 110. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atherton,  Banks,  Black,  Black- 
well,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert G.  Brawn,  Burke, 
Clifford,  Coles,  Connor,  Crabb,  Crary,  Cross,  John 
Davis,  Doane,  Duncan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Garland, 
Griffin,  Hand,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hill  of  North 
Carolina,  Hopkini^,  Habtari,  Jameson,  Cave 
Johnson,  Keim,  KiUe,  Lewis,  Lucas,  McClellan, 
McCalloch,  Medill,  Monlaoya,  Montgomery,  8. 
W.  Morris,  Parrish,  Parris,  Faynter,  Prentiss, 
Reynolds,  James  Rogers,  Ryall,  Shaw,  Shepard, 
Steenrod,  Strong,  Swearengen,  Taylor,  Jac«>b 
Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tnrney,  Watter- 
son, Wick,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry  WitliamB, 
and  JohnT.  H.  Wortbington 60. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
its  coucurrence. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  UA- 
lowing  communications: 

1.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnsy,  trans- 
mitting copies  of  statements  rendered  by  the  ineor- 
porated  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  showing 
the  state  of  their  affairs  at  the  close  of  the  year 
1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

3.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmiiting, 
for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  House,  345  co- 
pies of  the  Navy  Register  for  1841. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

3.  From  the  Postmaster  General,  transmittii^  a 
siatsment  of  the  number  ol  clerks  emploved  in  the 
Post  Office  Department  during  the  year  1840,  with 
the  names  and  salaries,  in  obedience  to  the  act  of 
April  30,  1818. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

4.  From  the  Postmaster  General,  transmittbig, 
in  compliance  with  the  resolution  ef  the  House  of 
the  33il  ultimo,  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  of 
the  Post  Office  Department  for  regular  and  tempo- 
rary special  agents,  wiih  their  names,  &e.  from 
the  first  day  of  Jnly,  1839,  to  the  30di  day  of  No- 
vember, 1840. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Bxpenditares 
of  the  Post  Office  Department. 

5.  From  the  Treasurer  of  Ibe  United  Slates, 
transmitting  the  quarterly  accounts  of  the  Treap 
surer  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
for  the  years  1837,  1838, 1839,  each  year  ending 
on  the  30tb  of  June. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Expenditures 
of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

BILLS  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

The  following  Senate  bills  were  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  spproprJaiely  referred,  viz: 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  claims  of 
Ibe  State  of  Maine  for  the  services  of  her  militia; 

An  act  to  coofiim  to  the  State  of  Indiana  the 
land  selected  by  her  for  that  portion  of  the  Wabash 
and  Erie  Canal  which  lies  between  the  month  of 
the  Tippecanoe  river  and  Terre  Haute,  and  for 
other  purposes 

An  act  fer  the  relief  of  the  Plumb  Island  Bridge 
and  Turnpike  Company; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Clemens,  Bryan  and 
Company; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Moorr; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Carter; 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  ibe  relief  of 
Walter  Loom  is  and  Abel  Gay. 

Mr.  CUSHING  moved  to  suspend  the  rules, 
that  the  House  might  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  reported  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  entitled,  "A  bill  to  provide  for  the  satis- 
faction of  claims  dne  to  certain  American  citizens 
for  spoliations  committed  on  their  commerce  prior 
to  the  31st  day  of  July,  1801." 

On  the  question  being  taken,  there  were— 4y(8 
55,  noes  73. 
So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 
Mr.  UNDERWOOD  also  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  tules  for  the  pairose  of  taking  np  a  bill,  n 
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potted  last  Ms^n,  for  satisfying  the  claim!!  of  sol- 
diers who  serred  during  the  last  war,  to  bonnty 
lands;  bat  ibe  motioa  was  not  seconded  by  the 
Hoose. 

The  SPEAKER  then  called  for 

REPORTS  PROM  COMMITTEEg. 

Mr.  CnRTlS,  from  the  Ckimmittee  on  Com- 
mrrce,  reported 

A  bi'l  to  aathorize  and  proride  for  the  pmehase 
•i  a  lot  of  land  adjoining  the  Custom  Honse  in  the 
eity  of  New  York;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  le^al  representatires 
of  J.  Porter  Pelt,  dceased;  which  were  sererally 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  WELLER,  firom  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Wm.  J. 
StiUwell. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  A. 
Slanghten  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  QARLiND,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported witboat  amendment  Senate  bill  No.  15,  en- 
liCttd  "An  act  torelinqnish  the  intrrest  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  the  Stale  of 
Alahama;"  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
ttd  committed. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  withoat  amendment  Senate 
biU  No.  19,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  an  addi- 
tional  land  district  in  the  State  of  Alabama;" 

Also,  withoat  amendment.  Senile  bill  No.  1 1, 
entitled  "An  act  to  relinquish  to  the  Slate  of  Ala- 
bama the  two  per  cent,  fund  reserved  by  the  act 
for  her  admission  into  the  Union,  to  be  ai^lied  to 
Ihe  making  of  a  road  or  roads  leading  to  said 
Slate;"  which  were  severally  read  a  first  and  se* 
COB  i  lime,  and  committed. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Colombia,  reported  a  bill  mak- 
ing •pproprfatioas  for  the  benefit  of  the  Northern 
Libernr  Fire  Company;  which  was  read  a  flist  and 
second  time,  and  committed. 

Mr.  DEBBRRY,  from  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
ealtme, '  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Anne 
P.  Perrine  and  her  children;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  committed. 

ICr.  W.  THOMPSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  ihe 
payment  of  the  State  of  Maine  for  servicei!  of  her 
militia;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  eemmi'ted. 

Mr.  MONROE,  iVom  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  foand  a  military  asylum  for  the  re- 
lief and  snppon  of  invalid  soldiers  of  the  army  of 
the  United  S  atrs;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sc- 
oowl  lime,  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLIFFORD,  the  Commiitee 
on  Foreign  Affairs  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  Ae^tition  of  Ann  B.  Bro. 
nongh. 

Mr.  CARR,  from  the  Committee  on  RevolaUona- 
ry  Pensions,  reported  the  following  bills: 

A  hi  1  for  the  relief  of  Michael  Seas;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Lybrook; 
which  were  twice  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  Heuse,  and  made  the  orler 
of  the  day  for  to-morrew. 

Mr.  C.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  askedjto 
be  discharged  from  the  furlh«r  consideraiioa  of  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Lieutenant  Joseph  Holli- 
day,  and  that  said  p>tition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolaiionary  Claim'.  And,  also,  that 
said  committee  be  discharged  from  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  Christopher  Lambert, 
and  that  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  Qommitue 
on  Invalid  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ANDREWS,  the  Committee 
oa  Revolaiionary  Pensions  were  discharged  from 
the  fnnher  consideration  of  the  petitions  of  Han- 
nah Waldo,  Abigail  Rives,  Juliet  Onron,  Thomas 
Hall,  Margaret  Askins,  Peggy  Dnncan,  C  B. 
Chandler,  Abigail  Allen,  and  Joshua  Bill;  and  the 
pelitioas  were  ordered  to  lienpon  the  table. 

Mf.  CHITTENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Iimlid  PenaioBs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  rslief  of 


Beriah  Wright;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
lime,  and  committed. 

Mr.  C.  also,  made  adverse  reports  on  the  peti- 
tions of  Jared  Orossage, 

Mr.  PALEN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lsvi  Colmns;  which 
read  a  first  and  second  time  and  committed. 

Mr.  PALEN  made  adverse  reports  on  ihe  peti- 
tions of  Richard  Coltriall,  Benjamin  Dales,  Peier 
Sky,  Josiah  Hunt,  James  K.  Scorge,  and  Rufos 
Henry. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  W.  DAVI3, 

The  Honse  adjonmed. 

NoTK From  the  low  tone  in  which  Mr.  Rbeo 

spoke  on  yesterday,  his  remaiks  were  partially 
misconceived.  Mr.  R.  said  that  the  inconte  or  the 
emoloments  of  the  office  of  marshal  of  ihis 
District  was  laid  to  bt  ten  thousand  dollars, 
and  that  it  was  iiud  the  persons  in  jatl  were  in  the 
most  wretched  condition;  and,  said  Mr.  R.  I  be- 
lieve it.  The  iocome  or  emolnaents  of  ofSce, 
said  Mr.  R.  arise  from  fees,  and  the  profit  of 
boarding  prisoners  for  about  |2  50  per  week. 

Mr.  R.  felt  bound,  as  an  act  of  humanity,  to 
make  provision  for  the  poor  lunatics  in  this  Dis- 
trict. They  assembled  here  from  all  parts  ef  the 
country,  and  the  District  was  not  able  to  support 
them.  He  was,  therefore,  in  favor  of  supporting 
these  national  lunatics  from  the  national  treasury. 


IN  SENATGK 

FaiDAV,  January  8, 1841. 
Hie  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  iransmitling  a 
report  from  the  Commlsnoner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  showing  what  portions  of  the  public  landt 
have  been  subjected  to  entry  at  private  sale  for  five 
years,  and  less  than  ten  years;  fur  ten  years  and 
less  than  fifteen;  for  fiiteen  and  less  than  twenty; 
for  twenty  and  less  than  twenty-five;  for  twenty- 
five  and  less  than  thirty;  for  thirty  and  less  than 
Ihitly-five;  and  for  ihirty-five  and  uowards,  desig- 
nating the  Stales,  Territories,  and  land  districts  in 
which  said  lands  are  situate,  and  wbatqnantity  of 
land  has  been  entered  after  it  had  been  subjrct  to 
entry  at  private  sale  thirty-five  years  and  upwards, 
and  within  what  years,  and  wilbin  what  land  dis- 
tricts said  lands  were  entered.  The  communica- 
tion was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Also,  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  a  report  of  the  Second  Auditor, 
of  the  erpendimres  of  the  contingent  fund  of  that 
office;  wiiich  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Also,  a  let'er  from  the  Governor  of  Iowa,  trans- 
mitting memorials  of  the  Territorial  Council  for  va- 
rious objects;  which  were  appropriately  referred. 
Mr.  MANQUM  presented  the  petition  of  Jonas 
Johnston;  which  was  referred  to  ihe  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  memorial  of  inha- 
bitants of  the  District  of  ^ftimbia,  praying  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  system  w  naiional  education  in 
said  Dis'rici;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
oa  the  District  of  Colnmbia. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  credentials  of  ihe 
Hon.  SiMtriL  McRobests,  elected  by  the  Legitla- 
tnre  of  Illinois  a  Senator  from  that  State  for  six 
years  from  the  4ih  of  March  next;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  on  file. 

Mr. WALL  presented  the  memorial  of  Dr.  Solo- 
mon Andrews,  praying  that  a  padbck  invented 
and  ratenled  by  him  may  be  adopted  for  Ihe  Bse  of 
the  Government  for  the  security  of  mail  bag»,  &c, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Po»t  Roads. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Main?,  for  the  enactment  of  a  general 
bankrupt  law;  and 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
same  import  from  citizens  of  Kent  county,  Michi- 
gan. Tnese memorials,  as  ahill  has  been  reported 
on  the  subject,  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  purporting 
to  be  signed  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  merchants 
and  mercantile  firms  of  the  city  of  New  York,  re- 
monstrating against  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  law; 


vhich  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  New  York,  remonstrating  aeainst  the  pas- 
sage of  any  bankrnpt  law  that  did  not  inclade 
banks  in  its  provision?.  Mr.  C.  took  occasion  to 
say  that  bis  own  opinions  on  this  subject  remained 
aachanged,  though  he  presented  the  memorial  with 
pleasure.  The  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  the  memorial  of  Charles 
Morgan;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revoluiionarv  Claims. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  the  petition  of  Da- 
niel W.  Coxe;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.  also  gave  notice  that  he  would  ask  leave 
to-morrow  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Enoch  Bildwin. 

Mr.  BENTON  presente-1  the  petition  of  inhabi* 
tanis  of  Weston,  Mo.  asking  for  a  preemption  to 
the  site  of  their  village;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  STURGEON,  from  the  Cotnmittee  on  Pa- 
tents and  the  Patent  Office,  to  which  was  referred- 
the  bill  making  certain  appropriations  for  the  Pa- 
tent Office,  reported  (he  same,  without  amendment. 
Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  citizens  of  Cherokee  county,  Ala.  reported  a  bill 
explanatory  of  an  act  supplementary  to  an  act  en-  ' 
tiilfd,  An  act  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  lo  settlers 
on  the  public  lands,  approved  June  21,  1838. 

Mr.  WRIGfTT,  from  the  Commiitee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relisf  of  cer- 
tain railroad  companies  therein  named,  reported  the 
same,  with  amendment''. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Ihe  Mobile  and  New  Orleans  Railioad  Company; 
tbe  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia  Railroad  Com- 
pany; the  Grand  Gulf  Railroad  and  Biaking  Com- 
pany; the  Norrislown  and  Valley  Railroad  Compa- 
ny; and  the  New  Orleans  and  Carrollton  Railroad 
Company,  were  discharged  from  their  furiher  con- 
sideration, Ihe  oases  being  provided  for  ia  the  Core- 
going  bill. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALL,  the  petition  and  pa- 
pers of  Loyal  Hopkins,  now  on  file,  were  referred 
to  Ihe  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  lo  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ezra 
St.  John,  an  1  tbe  petition  of  Ann  F.  Perrine,  made 
adverse  report*  thereon. 

Mr.  H.  also,  irom  the  same  commillee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Polk,  made 
an  adverse  report  thereon,  on  the  ground  of  the  in- 
sufficiency of  evidence. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WHITE,  the  report  was  laid 
on  the  table  lo  give  an  opportunity  to  procure  the 
proper  evidence. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  to  which  was  letVrred  the  memorial  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  ol  the 
legal  representatives  of  Henry  Eskfoid,  deceased; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  seooad  reculing. 

Mr.  W.  al«o,  from  the  came  committee,  made 
an  advene  report  en  the  petition  of  Richard  B. 
Mason. 

OREGON  TERRITORY. 
Mr.  LINN,  in  pubuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  to  an- 
ihtrize  tbe  adoption  of  measures  for  the  occupation 
and  settlement  of  Ihe  Terri'ory  of  Oregon,  and  for 
extending  certain  portloiMof  the  laws  of  the  United 
Stales  over  the  came. 

Mr.  LINN  said  that  when  this  bill  was  np  at  Ihe 
last  session  for  discussion,  both  bis  political  friends 
and  opponents  pressed  him  to  fnrbear  urging  it  dur- 
ing the  ncgotiaiiems  with  tbe  B.itisb  Government 
forlhe  a^juument  of  another  question,  from  a 
fear  of  embarrassing  its  feitlement.  This  was  not 
at  the  time  convincing  to  him,  but  it  was  sufficient 
for  him  that  it  was  the  advice  of  gentlemen  of  ex- 
perience, and  he  had  acted  in  ac  ordance  with  it. 
His  opinion  was  that  it  would  be  better  to  put  the 
whole  of  their  claimj  on  Great  Britain  together, 
and  see  what  could  be  done  with  them;  bat  he 
never  expected  that  they  would  be  amicably  ad< 
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jasted.  The  history  of  the  Biitisb  Government 
afforded  him  saiisfactory  evidence  on  this 
snbjccu  He  believed  that  every  one  (here 
would  be  nambered  with  the  dead  before 
the  British  Government  woold  amicably  set- 
tle a  question  of  this  nature.  If  bis  memory  - 
served  him  correctly,  England,  pending  the  nego- 
tiations at  Ghent,  had  been  willing  to  purchase  that 
territory;  he  did  not  mean  to  say  there  waa  any  for- 
mal offer  mads,  but,  fiading  that  no  such  arrange- 
ment could  be  entered  into,  she  had,  stpp  by  step, 
made  progress  in  territorial  encroachment,  until  she 
presented  to  the  world  a  claim  of  great  importance 
where  she  had  not  even  the  shadow  of  rightj  and 
such  would  be  the  case  at  every  poiat  of  the  con- 
test with  Great  Britain.  The  British  bad  extended 
their  possessions,  step  by  step,  from  the  extreme 
branch  of  Colombia  river  lo  the  Pacific  ocean. 
By  a  letter  which  be  had  recently  received,  he 
learned  that  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  «as 
introducing  emigrants  from  Great  Britain  by 
Cape  Horn;  ihey  brought  shepherds  and 
placed  them  on  farms;  they  had  erected  British 
foru  on  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  and  had  pushed 
their  establishments  on  the  south  to  California, 
and  on  the  east  to  the  Rocky  mountains;  and  by  an 
act  of  Parliament,  a  portion  of  the  criminal  law  of 
Great  Britain  was  extended  up  to  the  very  confiDes 
of  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri.  Now,  tt 
we  have  a  just  right  and  claim  to  that  property,  be 
was  not  the  man  to  say  it  should  be  abanduBed  to 
any  power  on  earth.  He  wais  prepared  and  wil- 
ling to  go  into  a  discussion  of  the  whole  subject 
here  involved.  He  had  been  censured  by  many 
gentlemen  from  all  parts  of  the  Union  for  not  hav- 
ing pressed  this  qnejtion  before,  when  he  delayed 
it  tiecause,  on  the  saggestion  of  others,  he  was  not 
-willing  to  intiodnce  a  new  element  pending  the 
qaesitoit  relative  lo  the  Northeastern  boundary. 
He  would  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  body 
'  nrther  on  this  occa;ion;  but  should  the  Senate  grant 
or  the  introduction  of  the  joint  resolution,  be 
would  embrace  the  opportunity  when  it  came  up 
for  consideration,  to  submit  his  views  more  in  de- 
tail. 

Leave  beiM  granted,  the  joint  resolution  was  in- 
troduced, read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee  of  five,  consisting  of 
Messrs,  Liim,  Walker,  Preston,  Piebcb,  and 
Skvibr. 

THE  PATENT  OFFICE. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STURGEON,  the  bill  making 
certain  appropriations  for  the  Patent  OSice  was 
taken  up  and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole. 

The  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  hoped  these  appropriations 
would  be  stopped.  This  Patent  Office  was  grow- 
ing up  into  a  new  department  of  the  Government 
—a  Home  Department.  We  bad  made  an  appro- 
priation of  $90,000  for  tbe  erection  of  a  Patent  Of- 
fice, and  there  bad  been  constructed  a  magnificent 
palace,  with  splendid  gallrrii^s,  at  an  expense  of 
some  hundreds  «f  thousands  of  dollars.  He  was 
utterly  opposed  to  this  creating  a  new  depariment 
in  this  Government,  and  more  especially  by  indirec- 
tion, as  in  the  present  instance,  where  those  who 
were  designed  by  law  to  be  merely  superintendents 
of  the  Patent  Office  were  assuming  a  superintend- 
ence over  tbe  entire  agriculture  and  mechanics  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  inquired  whether  the  #750  pro- 
posed to  be  appropriated  for  a  library  was  to  pur- 
chase books  fur  the  officers  in  tbe  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  STURGEON  said  it  was  for  the  purchase  of 
scientific  books,  which  were  necessary  lo  enable  the 
officers  to  cany  on  the  business  of  the  office. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  objected  to  an  appropriation  for 
tbe  purchase  of  books  lo  enable  the  brad  of  ibat 
department  to  qualify  hinuelf  for  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  tbe  office  to  which  he  bad  hern  a^)- 
pointed.  It  had  now  become  too  common  with  tlie 
beads  of  departmeo's  to  have  separate  and  valua- 
ble libraries,  and  it  was  lime  it  should  be  stopped. 
He  moved  that  the  section  in  question  be  struck  out 
Of  the  bill. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  explained  the  necessity  of  the 
appropiia^ion;  it  was  to  enable  the  officer  to  learn 
whether  what  weie  ofieted  as  new  and  useful  in- 


ventions were  really  new,  as  on  the  determination 
of  that  fact  would  rest  the  grant  of  a  patent. 
Books  were  published  periodically,  containing  de- 
scriptions of  all  new  patented  articles  here  and  in 
Europe,  and  it  was  of  the  greatest  importance  that 
tbe  bfficers  should  have  these  books  as  works  of 
reference. 

Mr.  PRESTON  also  defended  the  appropriation; 
but  suggested  a  variation  of  the  phraseology  of  the 
section  of  the  bill  to  obviate  mistake.  He  was  in- 
clined to  believe  if  the  object  was  lo  purchase  ma- 
terial? to  enable  ibe  officer  to  form  a  correct  judg- 
ment on  the  articles  fur  which  patents  were  desired, 
that  it  should  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  moved  as  an  amendment  the 
following  words  as  a  substitute  for  the  words  in  the 
section:  "for  the  purchase  of  such  fcientific  books 
as  are  necessary  for  the  Patent  Office  $750." 
Mr.  TAPPAN  thereupon  withdrew  his  motion. 
Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  to  strike  out  that  part 
of  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  collec- 
tion ct  agricultural  statistics,  &c.  He  knew  not 
what  that  had  to  do  with  a  Patent  Office.  He  ob- 
jected to  this  gradual  and  almost  imperceptible 
growth  of  expenditures  by  indirect  means;  ikey 
had  seen  enough  of  these  things;  and  he  moved 
to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of  $1000  for  that 
purpose,  and  he  called  for  tbe  ayes  and  noes  on  ih« 
question. 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  ordered. 
Mr.  STURGEON  said  by  striking  out  this  sec- 
tion, they  would  strike  out  tbe  vital  part  of  tbe  bill. 
Tbe  service  which  this  sum  was  intended  to  re- 
munerate, had  already  been  rendered. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  no  officer  had  the  right  to 
go  beyond  the  appropria<ions,  and  he  hoped  the 
section  would  be  struck  out,  as  a  warning  to  offi- 
cers notto  go  beyond  the  appropriations  in  future. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  the  design  of  the  Pat/'nt 
Office  was  for  the  presurvation  of  the  patents  of  tbe 
country,  and  be  was  unwilling  that  the  power 
which  had  been  exercised  here  should  be  allowed 
thus  to  creep  upon  them,  and  to  cover  other 
ground  than  that  originally  designed.  He  could 
not  approve  of  a  great  show  being  thus  prepared, 
by  indirection,  at  ihe  public  expense. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  STURGEON,  a  letter  was 
read  from  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  in  which 
he  urged  the  necessity  for  these  appropriations. 

Mr.  SEVIER  concurred  in  the  suggestions  of 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  CitLBOUH,] 
that  this  should  be  put  a  stop  to;  but  as  they  bad 
got  tbe  articles,  be  Uiooght  they  should  be  paid.for 
and  they  could  prevent  its  recurrence  in  future. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  to  guard  against  misappre- 
hension, explained  that  one  item  of  expenditure 
was  for  the  publication  of  a  digest  of  the  patent!^; 
and  the  books  lo  which  allusion  was  made,  weie 
periodicals  on  the  subject  of  inventions  which  were 
necessary  to  the  proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
the  Patent  Office.  Tbe  expenditures  for  agricultu- 
ral statistics  he  would  not  continne,  though  he 
had  no  doubt  of  their  constitutional  righ  to  do  so. 
They  had  a  constitutJMMl  right,  he  had  no  doubt, 
to  expend  money  in  pfflcuriag  iiiformttion  on  tbe 
subj;clof  agriculture;  the  products  of  agriculture 
were  articles  that  were  interchanged  between  the 
various  paru  of  the  Union,and  consequently  it  muit 
he  a^  important  a  part  of  their  duty  to  inform  them- 
selves by  agricultural  statistics  as  it  was  to  acq  aint 
themselves  lesp^cting  cot'.on  planting,  rugar  mak- 
ing, and  all  other  articles  of  comm?rce  in  the  coun- 
try. But  it  did  not  seem  lo  him  that  this  had  any 
relation  lo  the  Patent  Office,  and  th<y  had  no  right 
10  make  any  appropriations  for  duties  which  were 
not  pre-cribed  by  law. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  differed  from  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  in  tolo  respecting  their  constitu- 
tional right  lo  make  thesA  appropriations.  And  as 
10  come  of  these  appropriations,  he  cnnsidered  they 
were  an  imposition  and  an  insult  on  the  Senate. 
They  bad  been  tuld  ibat  this  Patent  Office  was  to 
be  a  Patent  Office,  anl  that  it  would  co»t  but 
$90,000,  and  under  this  consideration  he  had  given 
a  reluctant  vote  for  ii;  and  from  that  period,  it  bad 
gone  on  in  utter  coniempt  of  Congress  until  the  ex- 
penditures had  amounted  to  nearly  half  a  million 
of  dollars.  Engineers  and  architect^  came  there 
with  estimates  of  pabUc  buildings,  and  then  the 


actual  expenditures  exceeded  the  estimates  one, 
two,  three,  and  often  four  times.  They  were 
treated  like  children  by  these  arehilaets  and  en- 
gineers, and  he  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  tbe  Presi- 
dent of  tbe  United  States  to  dismiss  any  officer  who 
dared  to  do  this. 

Af^er  a  few  words  from  Me^rs.  ETTDEGEON, 
KING,  and  WEBSTER, 

Mr.  RUGGLES  explained  that  the  original  es- 
males  were  framed  on  plans  for  the  conslrustion  of 
a  brick  edifice,  but  the  other  branch  of  Congien 
had  amended  the  bill  when  it  was  before  tbem,  for 
the  cons  ruciion  ef  a  stone  edifice,  giving  the  Ex- 
ecutive department  authority  to  cause  the  eonstme- 
tion  of  a  building  that  should  correspond  with  the 
other  public  offices. 

Mr.  STURGEON  asked  that  the  bill  might  be 
passed  over,  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  procure  in- 
formaiion  on  some  of  the  points  objected  to  by  Se- 
nators. 

The  bill  was  then  informally  passed  over. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  petition 
and  papers  of  Daniel  Piatt,  now  on  file,  were  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALL,  the  bill  for  the  piw 
nishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
Stales  and  for  other  purposes,  was  considered  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  Hooae  of  Representatives  mak- 
ing temporary  provision  for  lunatics  in  the  District 
ot  Columbia,  was  read  twice,  and  referred  lo  ths 
Committee  on  ihe  District  of  Columbia. 

Tbe  bill  from  the  Hou^e  authorizing  the  enrol- 
ment or  register  of  the  schooner  Amistad,  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
BILLS  PASSED. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  tbe  act  for  tbe  final 
adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Missoori,  ap- 
proved 9ih  July,  1833,  and  tbe  act  supplemental 
thereto,  approved  2il  March,  1833;  and 

The  bill  u>  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  patent  to  tb» 
heirs  or  legal  representatives  of  Francis  Rivwd, 
deceased; 
were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Hemandex; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gad  Humphreys,  of  tlia 
Territory  of  Florida; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Malachi  Hagan,  of  lbs 
Territory  of  Florida; 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  J. 
Bulow;  >  , 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  James  Williams;  and 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Philip  WeadeoiMi 
were, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday 
next. 

PERMANENT  PROSPECtlVB  PRE-EMPTION  LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  pro^ieciive  pre- 
emption system,  in  favor  of  seittirs  on  tbe  public 
lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  caltivate  the  same,  and 
raise  a  Irg  cabin  thereon,  being  Ihe  special  order  of 
the  day,  was  taken  up,  tbe  question  bciuK  on  the 
sub^iitnle  therelor  submitted  by  Mr.  Phentiss. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  submitted  bis  views  at  length 
in  opposition  lo  die  substitute,  and  in  iavor  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said,  as  there  were  several  Se- 
nators, himself  among  the  number,  who  wished  to 
submit  their  views  in  relation  to  this  bill,  he  would 
ask  its  friend.s  to  postpone  the  further  discussion  of 
it  until  Monday  next;  which  being  agreed  to,  the 
bill  was  informally  passed  over. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  he  was  in  favor  of  a 
pre-emption  law,  but  it  must  be  on  certain  terms 
andcondilioni;  and,  to  show  what  those  terms  and 
conditions  were,  he  wruld  submit  the  following 
proposition,  which  he  woald  offer  when  Ibe  bill  vita 
again  taken<  up,  and  which  he  asked  might  be  or- 
dered to  be  primed. 

Resolvtd,  That  Ihe  bill  be  recommitted  to  tbe 
committee  ibat  reported  it,  with  instrvetions  to  re- 
port amendments  thereto,  to  the  following  effect: 

1.  To  distribnic  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  among  iba  Mveral  Stales  of  Ihe  Union 
in  just  and  equitable  proportions. 

3.  To  grant. to  actual  bona  &.te  settlers  upon  the 
public  lands  the  right  of  pre-empticn  to  any  qiMui. 
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tity  (hereof,  not  eiceeding  one  half  section,  or  330 
leres,  iocloding  tbe  place  of  settlement,  at  Ike 
gunjmom  price  of  |1  25  per  acre;  wiih  snch  pro- 
visioDS  as  shall  limit  this  rigbt  of  settlement  and 
pre-empiisn  to  actaal  bona  fide  stttlars  whose  es- 
tate, at  the  time  of  settlement,  >hall  not  exceed  the 
valae  of  |(1,000;  and,  forihermore,  with  sach  pro 
visions  as  shall  effectually  exclude  the  wealthier 
speealators  from  all  benefit  under  this  law,  and 
shall  prereat  them  from  interfering  with,  or  parti- 
cipating in,  the  privilege  and  rigbt  of  settlement 
au  pre-emption,  which  are  hereby  granted  and  in- 
tended for  the  sole  advantage  of  the  needy  and 
honet-t  seulers  and  cultivators  of  the  soil. 

Mr.  LINN  then  gave  notice  that  he  should  move 
an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentncky,  for  the  purpose  of  appropriating 
the  proceeds  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands,  to  increa.se,ihe  national  defences.  He  hoped 
both  his  amradment  and  that  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  woald  be  voted  down;  but  he  would 
move  as  often  as  (hit  question  came  up,  to  apply  the 
ffiOttry  to  the  protection  of  their  frontier,  both 
maratime  and  inland,  from  aggression  in  all  future 
tine. 

Mr  BENTON  said  the  propoiition  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentncky  was  based  on  the  one  which 
there  was  no  dii&cnity  in  comprehending.  Bat 
the  Senate  and  the  country,  from  the  first  of  the 
present  session,  had  been  told  of  tbe  existence  of  a 
national  debt  which  that  Senator  and  his  friends 
affitmed  did  exist,  bnl  which  he  (Mr.  Benton)  and 
his  friends  denied.  The  Senator  bal  his  thanks 
nevertbelees,  for  coming  forward  with  this  proposi- 
tion so  openly:  it  was  an  intimation  of  the  policy 
of  the  new  Administration — of  their  intention  to 
add  to  the  national  expenditure*,  to  restrict  the  in- 
come of  the  country,  and  then  to  have  recourse  to 
a  high  tariff.  He  deemed  this  the  opening  up  of 
tbe  whole  policy  of  tbe  new  Administration,  and 
he  was  not  willing  to  vote  on  it  now,  if  they  could 
decide  against  it  by  forty  to  one;  he  wished  that 
policy  to  be  laid  open  to  the  view  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  and  be  only  rose  now  to  thank 
the  gentleman  for  his  declarations  of  yesterday 
and  to-day— of  yesterday,  in  favor  of  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  to-day,  on  the  subject  of 
the  land  revenue,  by  which  three  or  four  millions 
woald  be  diverted  from  the  national  income,  and 
would  have  to  be  made  up  by.  loans  and  taxes.  He 
(Mr.  B)  again  thanked  the  Senator— they  should 
now  have  a  fair  contest  and  no  "bush  whacking." 
They  (Mr.  Bknton  and  his  friends)  would  go  to  the 
contest  with  the  opposite  gentlemen,and  they  should 
see  whether  a  national  debt  should  be  created,  but 
which  the  Senators  on  tbe  other  side  said  did  now 
exist,  which  he  (Mr.  Benton)  denied,  and  they 
should  see  whether  so  large  a  sum  should  be  with- 
drawn from  the  pnblic  revenue.  He  once  more 
thanked  tbe  honorable  Senator,  and  promised  him 
that  he  would  be  met  in  the  coming  contest. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  had  intende<l  nothing  more 
on  this  occaiiien  than  to  give  gentlemen  no- 
tice that  such  a  motion  would  be  made,  and 
he  had  not  supposed  that  it  would  now  be 
debated.  ^The  bonorabb  Senator  from  Mi.;- 
soari  was  perfectly  welcome  to  all  he  could 
derive  from  it.  He  (Mr.  Crittenden)  had 
always  looked  up'in  himself  as  too  bumble  an  indi- 
vidual to  have  any  great  importance  attached  to 
any  movement  of  his,  and  perhaps  for  that  reason 
he  had  always  been  prompt  and  rea^y — perhaps 
too  prompt,  on  some  occasions — to  ripress  his  opi  • 
nions,  whatever  they  might  be.  They  were  al- 
ways such  a?  he  believed  to  be  right,  and  therefore 
he  was  always  ready  to  maintain  them,  in  any 
contest.  Tne  proposition  which  he  had  just 
offered,  was  a  plain  proposition;  he  had  no 
secret  on  this  subject;  what  he  was  for  he 
WW*  for  alway.",  and  wax  always  ready  to  pro- 
claim. He  had  received  the  thanks  of  tbe  Senator 
from  Missouri,  but  he  feared  he  was  reaping  a  re- 
ward far  bryond  his  merits.  The  question  of  a 
flistribntion  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States 
was  no  niw  question;  it  had  onco  received  the 
saiiction  of  both  branches  of  Congres!;,  and  the 
eircamsiances  connected  with  the  defeat  of  that 
bill  were  notorious;  but  tbe  States  continued  to 
,  blingtotfaatmeasatc.    The  Legislature  of  bis  own 


State  had  given  him  instioetions  on  that  question; 
aad  he  had  no  doabt<if  his  opinions  on  that  sub- 
ject were  less  firm,  he  should  consider  tbo.<:e  in- 
structions imperative.  But  he  would  not  now  de- 
bate the  question;  he  would  content  himself  with 
simply  giving  notice  to  gentlemen  of  bis  proposi- 
tion, and  the  debate  cotild  follow  when  the  proposi- 
tion came  dp  for  consideration. 

Mr.  BENTON  repealed  the  ezpwssion  of  his 
thanks,  if  the  Senator  from  Kentacky  wonid  ac- 
cept theoa,  for  the  notice  he  had  given  ihem.  Yet, 
for  one,  he  (Mr.  Behtcv)  want^  no  notice  to  be 
prepared  to  meet  such  a  proposition.  Tbegentlemen 
opposite  had  intimated  their  intention  to  delect  and 
expose  to  the  country,  after  the  4th  of  March  next, 
adebt  of  tventy-sevenand  a  half  million  o(  dol- 
lars, and  (hey  bad  beeh  calling  upon  the  support- 
ers of  the  present  Administration  to  tax  French 
wine  and  silks — Uiey  had  heard  too  often  here  these 
propositions  for  the  purposeof  makingnpadefirient 
revenne — ^it  was  a  proposition  to  disturb  the  ooorse 
of  basiae.-s  and  commerce  for  the  purpose 
of  supplying  a  deficiency  in  the  revenne  which 
could  not  endure  a  moment's  delay.  It  was 
to  no  purpose  that  tbe  estimates  were  confined 
witbin  the  appropriations  for  the  year;  tbe  gentle- 
meiv  still  said  they  must  have  taxes  to  create  an 
income^  and  if  they  were  not  gratified,  the  present 
Administration  was  to  take  the  odium — should  he 
limit  himself  to  the  word  odiun^ — to  the  odium 
of  having  rendered  it  necessary  to  call  an 
extra  session  of  CongreFss  immediately.  And 
while  they  were  met  with  the  threatened  odium  of 
an  extra  session  of  Congress  to  supply  a  deficient 
revenue,  here  came  a  proposition  to  take  off 
three  and  half  millions  on  which  reliance  was 
placed  to  carry  on  the  Government.  He  again 
thanked  the  Senator  for  sb  owing  bis  hand  so 
openly,  and  for  the  intimation  that  tbe  new  Ad- 
ministration was  to  commence  at  onoe  the  crea- 
tion of  a  national  debt,  by  subtracting  from 
the  revenue,  with  (he  re-est^blishment  of  tlMt  state 
of  things  by  which  (he  commerce  of  the  country 
was  Iraded  down  by  taxation;  and  tiiat  was  to  be 
followed  up  by  tbe  establishment  of  a  Bank,  to  ex- 
ercise an  influence  all  over  the  country.  Ha 
woald  tell  that  honorable  Senator  that  a  new 
National  Bink  could  not  be  created  without  a  Na- 
tional Debt,  whose  stock  must  be  sold  (o  make  the 
capital  for  the  Bank;  he  would  tell  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  he  ceuld  not  move  an  inch  towards 
a  new  Natienal  Bank  without  the  creation  of  a  Na- 
tional Debt.  He  hoped,  however,' that  his  friends 
would  put  off  measures  of  this  kind  to  that  called 
session  of  which  they  had  been  notified  on  ihit 
floor;  for  be  informed  gentlemen  if  they  diverted  the 
land  revenne,  and  went  beyond  thecurrent  income, 
they  would  have  to  come  together,  which  he  (Mr. 
Behtom)  should  dp  all  hs  could  to  prevent,  and 
he  should  do  that  by  doing  all  he  could  to  prevent 
the  expenditures  exceeding  the  estimates — by  pre- 
venting Uie appropriations goinst  beyond  thecurrent 
revenue.  Let  tbe  new  Administration  call  Con- 
gress together  to  make  g4ll  the  deficiency  in  the 
revenne  occasioned  by  their  own  extravagant  ex- 
penditures, and  he  (Mr.  Bchto^)  would  thank  them 
for  the  day  on  which  they  issued  their  proclama- 
tion. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  would  extend  his  claim  to 
the  gratitude  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  by  the 
farther  avowal  that  be  should  be  in  favor  of  such 
an  additional  imposition  of  duties  hx  will  supply  an 
adequate  revenue  to  tbe  Government. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  it  was  evident  this  de- 
bate would  take  a  wide  rane<>.  snd  would  br>ng  the 
whole  subjfct  of  the  pnblic  land^  before  (he  Senat'; 
he  rose  to  give  notice  that  he  would  mive,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  St-naior  from 
Kentucky,  a  b'll  to  cede  the  public  lands  within 
the  limits  of  the  new  States  on  certain  conditions 
therein  meutioned. 

[This  bill  will  be  found  in  another  column,  ap- 
pended to  the  r'  port  made  by  Mr.  Norvbll.] 

Tbe  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Cbittenoer 
was  then  ordered  to  be  prmled. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  Exscative  session, 
and,  after  half  an  hoar  spent  therein,  (he  doors 
were  again  opened. 


NORTHEASTERN  BODNDART. 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  the  foUowing  reeolo- 
Uoa  for  coosideratien: 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions hi  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
caiuing  to  be  procured  and  submitted  to  (he  Seaa(e, 
copies  of  (he  debates  in  tbe  British  Parliament, 
prior  to  the  year  1820,  in  relation  to  Use  North- 
eastern boundary  of  the  United  States,  and  copies 
of  land  titles  emanating  from  the  British  Govern- 
ment repugnant  in  the  calls  of  said  tiUes  to  the 
boondai^  now  claimed  by  said  Government. 

Mr-  PRESTON  objected  to  the  adoption  of  the 
esohition,  as  presenting  us  in  the  aspect  bf  regu- 
lating our  praeeedings  by  British  legis'ation. 

Mr.  CRITFENDBN  would  suggest  whether  it 
might  not  be  possible  that  these  debates  made 
against  onr  claim  to  the  territory  in  dispute,  and,  if 
so,  would  it  not,  instead  of  sU«ngthening,  weaken 
the  position  we  at  present  occupied  in  relation  to 
the  matter?  . 

Mr.  WALKER  said,  Ihe  resolution  was  one  of 
iiiqairy  only,  the  propriety  of  which  would  be  de- 
cided on  by  tiie  appropriate  committee.  If  that 
commit(ee,  upon  mature  deliberation,  conceived 
the  inquiry  to  be  important,  it  would-be  made;  and 
in  submitting  t^is  resolution,  be  desired  only  to  call 
their  attention  to  the  subject.  Mr.  W.  sild,  he 
had  read  one  of  these  debates  of  (he  British  Parlia- 
ment, and  conceived  it  to  be  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance, and  that  it  ought  to  be  published  in  an  offi- 
cial  form  for  the  information  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, of  the  people  of  the  British  provinces,of  the|peo- 
fle  of  )he  United  Stites,  and  of  the  civilized  world.' 
n  that  debate,  the  boundary  line,  a;  now  claimed 
by  Great  Briuin,<was  distinctly  repudiated  by  both 
branches  of  tbe  British  Parliament,  and  by  both  ' 
parties,  the  Opposition  and  the  Ministry,  in  a  de- 
bate, too,  cotemporaneous  with  Uie  treaty  of  1783. 
Mr.  W.  also  believe  (bat  land  titles  had  emanated 
from  the  British  Government,  directly  contradictory 
in  the  calls  of  those  tities,  to  the  boundary  bow 
claimed  by  England,  and  he  thought  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  snfBsteni  importance  to  claim  (he  attention 
of  (he  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  raid  he  agreed  with  tbe  Seiia- 
tor  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Walker]  as  (o  (he  impor- 
tince  of  these  dccnmenis  in  shedding  light  on  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  in 
relation  to  (be  boundary  be(ween  the  United 
Slates  and  the  British  Provinces.  It  clear- 
ly established,  in  bis  mind,  that  (be  irea- 
tf  pursued  the  old  boundaiy,  as  established  by 
the  charter  of  (he  colony  of  Mawacbusetts,  and  that 
tbe  northwest  corner  of  Nova  Scotia  was  the  start- 
ing  point.  There  was  also  an  important  admission 
made  by  (he  then  L-^rd  Chancellor  (o  ih»  attacks  of 
!:ome  of  the  Opposition  membets  of  Parliament. 
They  denounced  the  treaty  as  granting  a  large  ter- 
riioiy  to  (his  country,  tbe  possession  of  which  was 
necessary  to  the  convenience  and  safety  of  their 
Canadian  provinces.  To  (his  it  was  replied  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor  that  there  was  nothing  of  grant  on 
either  side,  but  they  had  taken  the  boundaries  as 
they  had  been  previously  established,  and  that  no 
treaty  could  have  been  made  upon  any  other  leims. 
Throughout  the  whole  of  these  debates,  indeed, 
there  U  a  broad  admission  by  all  parties  of  what 
this  country  has  always  claimed  as  tbe  boundary 
between  this  country  and  the  British  Provinces. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  as  this  lesolution 
was  one  of  mere  inquiry,  it  might  appear  discour- 
teous towards  his  friend  from  Mississippi  [Mr. 
WitLKEit]  to  oppose  its  adoption,  and  be  should  do 
so  wiih  great  reluctance.  If  it  were  pressed,  he 
would,  therefore,  probably  vote  for  ti,  although  it 
appeared  to  him  to  be  a  singular  du'y  to  imaose  on 
tiic  Coinfiitle»  of  Foreign  Relations.  Unques- 
tionably tbe  debate  in  the  British  Parliament,  to 
which  it  referred,  wts  one  of  great  importance.  It 
proved  that  shoit'y  after  the  original  treaty  was 
coDcliided,  Briti<h  statesmen  of  all  parlies  agreed 
that  the  line  de.Mgoated  by  it  included  witbin  the 
limis  of  the  United  S'aies  the  territory  now  in 
dispu'c  between  the  tivo  Oovernmenu.  But  why 
should  the  Senate  be  made  'he  instrument  of  com- 
muniratjng  this  debate  to  the  public?  Such  a 
conrse  was  unprecedented,  so  far  as  his  knowledge 
extended.    Tbh  was  information  proper  tor  tbe 
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pablie,  and  it  might  be  oommDDicated,  like  ali  <ncb 
MonnalioB,  tbrongh  the  agency  of  the  public 
press.  He  thought  this  would  be  the  best  and 
moat  appropriate  oours;;  and  unless  his  impres- 
sians  should  ebanie,  he  would  act  upon  this  opi- 
nion, as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Belatioos,  should  the  resolation  be  adopted. 

H«  was  glad  of  ihe  present  oppcHrinnity  of  say- 
ing a  few  words  on  another  branch  of  the  subject. 
It  had  been  expected  by  some  persou?  that  the  re- 
port of  Messrs.  Modge  and  Feaiher^nbangh 
woald  be  noticed  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations.  Tbat  report  was  a  tissue  of  sophistry 
from  first  to  last,  which  might  be  easily  exposed; 
bat  so  far  as  his  information  extended,  it  had  never 
been  officially  recogniied  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment. In  this  state  of  tbe  case  he  did  not  believe 
it  ought  to  be  made  the  subject  of  any  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  R«lations,  aud  therefore 
he  bad  never  called  the  attention  of  tbe  committee 
to  it.  Besides,  it  wtf  well  nnderstood  that  nego- 
tiations were  now  pending, %nd  were  nearly  brought 
to  a  happy  conclusion,  for  referring  the  final  deci- 
sion of  this  question  to  commissioners  mntoally 
chosen  by  the  two  Oovernments,  with  such  aa  ulti- 
mate provision,  in  case  of  ifaeir  disagreement,  as 
must  settle  the  question.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  thought  it  would  be  improper  for  the 
Senate  to  interfere. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  be  was  opposed  to  the  adop- 
tion of  tnis  resolntion.  What  was  its  object?  To 
proenre  testimony  in  support  of  onr  claim  to  tbe 
territory  cmbracvd  by  tbe  limits  of  Maine.  He 
was  opposed  to  this.  So  long  as  we  debated,  so 
long  as  we  gave  opportunity  for  cavil  on  this  sub- 
ject, so  long  would  Great  Britain  protract  its  settle- 
ment. TlKre  is  a  point  at  which  this  matter  must 
ttojfi  where  we  must  put  oar  foot,  and  say,  thissd- 
mits  of  no  further  discussion.  The  Biiiish  Go' 
vemment  have  just  as  much  rigiit  to  lay  claim  to 
tbe  District  of  Columbia  as  any  fpot  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  Suppose  that  Government 
should  layclaim  to  this  territory  upon  which  we 
are  now  boldii^  our  deliberations,  and  we  should 
undertake  to  atgoe  the  matter,  and  to  hunt  up  do- 
cumentary testimony  to  establish  our  claim,  and 
ve  should  pursue  this  courte  for  a  series  of  years, 
why,  we  should  soon  be  as  much  at  sea  as  we  are 
at  present  in  regard  to  the  Northeastern  boundary 
line.  The  great  fault  in  this  matter  was  in  per- 
mitting it  10  be  a  subject  of  controversy.  We 
should  have  pieced  oortelvea  on  the  line,  as  called 
for  by  tbe  treaty  of  1783,  and  we  should  have  said 
toOreatBritain,  you  cannot  be  .serious  or  honest  in 
attempting  to  make  it  a  sQbjrct  of  di»cosi>i  <n. 
Moot  this  question  of  title,  and  go  in  queit 
of  evideitce  to  support  it,  and  you  postpone  its  set- 
tlement inJrfinitely.  So  long  as  you  keep  the  ques- 
tion open.  Great  Britain  will  use  tbe  argument  that 
she  is  nearer  to  thid  territory  than  we  are;  at  least 
her  effective  power,  which  she  is  coosianiiy  in- 
creasing, is  nearer.  Mr.  A.  said  he  considered  this 
question  as  settled,  so  far  as  this  bo  ly  was  con- 
cerned. It  was  settled  by  a  noanimons  vote  of  the 
Senate,  who,  though  rent  by  the  diversities  of  politi- 
cal feeling,  excited  by  a  contest  which  bad  raged 
through  tbe  course  of  twelve  yrat.<:,  yet  on  this 
subject  tbey  had  gone  shoulder  to  shoulder, 
and,  br  a  unanimous  vole,  bad  raid  ibi$  qaeKiion, 
so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  is  S'>uicd  snd  deter- 
mined; and  there  he  was  disposed  to  leave  it.  Mr. 
A.  said  there  were  troubli^  ahead.  It  was  evident, 
from  tbe  conduct  of  her  Minister  on  a  recent  occa- 
sion, that  Great  BritloD,  so  far  from  a  wish  to  have 
this  affair  promptly  and  amicably  seitJed,  was  en- 
dravoriog  to  get  up  o:her  q'lestions  of  embroil- 
ment. He  hoped  the  Senate  would  not  again 
open  this  subject  of  the  Noitbcasiern  boundary.  We 
had  already  decided,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  tbat 
oar  claim  was  right,  and  we  will,  if  necessary,  sup- 
port it. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  the  motion  was  to 
adopt  a  resolation  to  print  certain  debates  of  the 
Biitish  Parliament  in  relation  to  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  Sla'es  and  the  Briti>h  ptovincev.  What 
was  the  present  condition  of  the  boundary  question? 
It  is  tbe  subject  of  negotiation.  Tbe  diplomats  are 
sow  acting  on  it  and  acting  on  it,  as  be  was  in- 
formed, in  a  spirit  worthy  of  tbe  enlightened  Go- 


vernments iolerested  in  tbe  question,  and  the  libe- 
ral and  benevolent  spirit  of  the  age  in  which  we 
live.  Why  then  should  we  interfere?  If  the  di- 
plomats want  tbe8e"papers  to  enlighten  them  on 
the  subject  of  their  deliberation?,  they  undoubted- 
ly can  have  access  to  them  in  tbe  libraries  of  this 
eountryorof  Europe.  He  would  say,  without  in- 
tending to  cast  reflections  any  wb^re,  that  since 
1815,  the  Executive  action  of  tbe  Government  on 
this  question  had  been  much  impaired  by  ex- 
traneous action.  He  referred  to  the  report 
recently  made  by  Messrs.  Madge  and  Fealber- 
stonbaogh  as  not  having  been  adopted  by  tbe 
British  Government;  and  jai  I  that  it  bad  been  ably 
answered  by  a  gentleman  of  this  country,  (Mr. 
Gallatin,)  wboce  informstion  on  this  subject  was 
nnsnrpa^ed,  if  equalled,  by  any  one  on  ibis  conti- 
nent. Mr.  C.  referred  to  therectnt  correspondence 
between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  British  Mi- 
nister, in  reference  to  McLeod,  and  said  that  the 
language  used  by  Mr.  Fex  wss  such  as  should  not 
have  been  nsed  without  instructions  from  bis  Gj- 
vernment  He  understood  tbat  tke  whole  corre- 
spondence on  the  part  of  that  Minister  was 
without  instructions,  and  he  was  not  going 
to  pat  himself  in  a  passion  on  account  of 
language  used  by  a  Minister  under  «nch  circam- 
sianoes.  The  affair  of  tbe  Caroline  was  ode  of 
much  delicacy;  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
the  order  by  the  Biitish  authorities  to  capture  the 
vessel  was  not  intended  to  be  limited  to  the  waters 
over  which  they  had  jurisdiction,  which  might  have 
been  justifiable,  but  her  capture  and  destruction 
at  Fort  Scblosser,  on  our  own  shore,  was  another 
and  a  very  different  matter.  He  wished  this  qne.<- 
tion  to  rcit  at  present  where  the  Constitution  bad 
p'aced  it,  in  the  hinds  of  the  Executive.  Shonid 
it  fail  to  be  settled  by  lifgotiation,  and  was  brought 
before  us  for  cur  actii-n,  lh.it  course  would  b< 
pursned  which  vns  dictated  a!ike  by  the  ho- 
nor and  interest  of  our  c-iuniry.  And  if  col- 
lision should  unfortunately  ensue,  h«  would  not 
be  hindmost  in  the  defence  of  American  r'ghts,  who, 
before  that  collision  comes,  is  the  mo«t  cool,  and 
the  most  open  to  reason.  He  concluded  by  ex- 
pressing bis  opinion  that  the  idea  of  the  probability 
of  a  rupture  with  Great  Britain  was  entirely  un- 
founded. 

Mr.  WALKER  said,  whatever  opinions  others 
might  eaterlain  in  regard  to  this  boaodary  contro- 
versy, there  was  one  in  which  he  had  bored  that 
all  would  concur;  and  that  was,  ih.U  if  war  mast 
come,  wa  should  havr  done  all  in  our  (ower  to 
demonstrate,  both  to  friends  and  fre^,  that  ihe  right 
of  tbe  r.ase  was  wiih  us,  and  not  with  Great  Brilaiu. 
Mr.  W.  said  ibat  before  any  conflict  ar  se,  h-;  was 
in  favor  of  denconsiratirg  those  rights;  not  by  bold 
assertion  or  drclatnatinn;  not  by  unmeaning  me- 
nace, in  rdvance,  perhaps,  of  any  real  neces-sity; 
but  liy  the  publicatinn  of  important  documents,  in  an 
authentic  form,  c  miaining  the  undeniable  proof  of 
the  justice  of  all  onr  claims,  as  conceded  at  one 
time  by  ou'  opponents.  Th's  was  a  document  ibat 
ought  to  bi^  known  to  ^%ry  citizea  of  the  Union, 
and  Mr.  W.  was  especially  dtsirous  that  it  shonid 
be  in  tbe  bands  rf  a>l  his  con^iitnents,  that  when 
(if  evei)  they  .should  be  called  upon  to  expend  their 
blood  and  treas'ue  in  maintaining  the  juu  claims  of 
a  sister  S  a'.e,  they  might  know  that  those  cl.iims 
had  been  ecknowled:>ed  by  both  patties  and  both 
houses  of  the  British  Parliament  in  1783.  Mr. 
W.  said  be  was  also  desirous  that  this  important 
debate  might  be  published  in  an  official  form,  in 
which  it  misbt  reach  the  people  of  Canada;  for  he 
(Mr.  W.)  knew,  from  travelling  through  Upper 
and  Lower  Canada  last  summer,  th^t  the  authen- 
ticity of  this  debate  was  denied  there  throughout 
both  Provinces,  and  that  much  delusion  prevailed, 
which  might,  in  pait,  be  dissipated  by  this  publica- 
tion. As,  however,  it  was  now  la'e,  Mr.  W. 
would  move  for  the  present  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
tbe  table. 

The  resolation  viras  accordingly  laid  on  tbe  table. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned  until  Monday  next. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Frdht,  January  8,  1841. 
Mr.  EVERETT  asked  the  general  consent  of 
e  House,  to  introduce  the  following  resolution: 


"  Bt$»hed,  Tbat  the  Committee  on  Revdationa- 
ry  Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  continuing,  for  the  term  of  five  year^ 
the  pennons  allowed  under  the  "act  framing  half 
pay  and  persions  to  certain  widows,"  passed  July 
7,  1838. 

Objection  beingmade, 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  to  suspend  the  rales, 
and  thereon  called  for  the  yeas  and  neas. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  TA- 
LIAPERO,  GALBRAITH,  and  EVERETT, 

The  yeas  and  nays  ware  ordered,  and  resulted— 
yea?  99,  nays  53— not  two-thirds — as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  J  W.  Allen,  Andrews, 
Atherton,  Baker,  Beirne,  Blackwell,  Boardman, 
Bond,  Breckenridge,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Burke, 
Calhoun,  Carr,  Chinn,  Chittenden,  Clifford,  Cran- 
ston, Crockett,  Curtis,  Gushing,  Dana,  Thomas 
Davee,  Edward  Davies,  John  Davis,  Oanett  Davis, 
Dellet,  Earl,  Edwards,  Ely,  Evans,  Everett,  Fill- 
more, Pornance,  Galbraiih,  Gentry,  Giddings, 
Goode,  Granger,  Hall,  Hand,  Henry,  Hill  of 
Va,  Hook,  James,  C.  Johnston,  Joseph  Johnson,  W. 
C.  Johnson,  Kempshall,  Lane,  Leonard,  Lincoln, 
Lowell,  McCulIocb,  Marcband,  Marvin,  Mason, 
Monroe,  Morrow,  Nisbet,  Oiborne,  Parmenter, 
Paynter,  Peck,  Pope,  Prentiss,  Randall,  Rariden, 
Reed,  Reynolds,  R.dgway,  Edward  Rogers,  Russell, 
Ryall,  Salionstall,  Sergeant,!  Shaw,  Slade,  Albert 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Stanly,  Steen- 
rod.  Strong,  Smart,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Triplett, 
Trumbull,  David  D.  Wagener,  Weller,  Joha 
White,  JaredW.  Williams,  Thomas  W.  Williams, 
Henry  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christo- 
pher H.  Williams,  and  Winthrop— 99. 

NAYS— Mc-srs  Banks,  Black,  Boyd,  Aaroa 
V.  Brown,  Albert  O  Brown,  Sampson  H.  Butler, 
Carroll,  Casey,  Coles,  Connor,  Crabb,  Cress, 
John  W.  Davis,  Dawson,  D  ckeison,  Fisfaer, 
Floyd,  Garland,  Green,  Griffin,  Babeisham, 
Hawes,  Hubbard,  Jackson,  Jameson,  Cave  John- 
son, John  W.  Jones,  Kille,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
Lucas,  McClellan,  McKay,  Francis  Mallory, 
Miller,  Montanya,  Montgomery,  Pickens,  Samu- 
els, Shepard,  Sumter,  Swearingen,  Taliafeno, 
Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  John  B. 
Thompson,  Tumey,  Underwood,  Vanderpoei, 
Warren,  Watterson,  and  Lewis  Williams— 53. 

So  tbe  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  POPE  gave  notice  tbat  be  would,  on  to- 
morrow, or  on  some  subsequent  day,  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  eitind  ihe  provisions  of  an  act 
supplementary  to  an  act  fur  tbe  relief  of  certain 
surviving  offi:'crs  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution, 
approved  the  7,h  day  of  June,  1833. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  w<s  referred  Senate  bill.  No  33. 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of 
township  eight  north,  range  thirty- two  west,  in  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  to  enter  a  section  of  land,  in 
lieu  of  the  tixieeoth  section  in  said  township,  upon 
conditi'ia  that  tbe  same  is  surrendered  to  tbe  United 
S:ates,  for  military  purposes,"  made  a.  report 
thereon,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not 
ptiss. 

Mr.  J.  W.  WIT-LIAMS,  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  upon  the 
petition  of  the  widow  of  Herbert  Lacroix,  de- 
ceased; which  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CARR,  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions  wai  discharged  from  the 
further  considciation  of  the  petition  of  Joseph  Mo- 
Millen. 

Mr.  C.  MORRIS,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Invar 
lid  Pensions,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  Mary  and  EUzabeih  Odell;  which  was 
laid  npon  the  table. 

Mr.  M.  also  reported 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  E.  Wright;  . 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Justice;  and 

A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Jacob  Euler,  accompaitied 
by  a  report  in  each  case;  which  bill)  were  several- 
ly read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a 
Cummitlee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
STEAMBOAT  DISASTERS. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  ibe  Select  Commit- 
tee on  tbe  subject,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the 
petition  of  John  Coates  and  others,  relating  to 


CO^dRfeSStONAL  GLOfifi. 


»^ 


rtw— >m«t  disasten,  and  the  means  of  their  preren* 
(ion;  and  like  vise  the  report  and  bills  tnbmitted  at 
the  last  session  by  the  Select  Committee  to  wbom 
die  petition  of  Samuel  Rtnb,  jr.  relative  to  bis  seir> 
Mttng  safety  valves,  was  referred,  reported  that 
Ihqr  had  adopted  the  report,  and  the  bill«  submitted 
^  the  Select  Committee  daring  the  last  session,  as 

fbllOWK 

A  bill  to  provide  for  pnrchasing  the  patent  for 
Raab'B  self-actiiig  safety-vaire; 

A  bill  to  anihorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  employ  persons  to  construct  apparatus 
with  a  view  to  eziingnish  fires  on  board  steam* 
boats,  and  to  test  its  nlility. 
-  A  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide  for  the  belter  secnrity  of  ihe  lives  of  patten- 
gen  on  boa'd  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in 
part  by  steam,"  approved  July  7,  1838,  and  for 
other  porposes. 

The  oemmitiee  recommended  ihe  adoption  of  the 
following  re6'>Iation: 

Btatlaed,  That  the  bills  herewith  presealed  shall 
be  considered  on  the ,  and  made  the  special  or- 
der on  that  and  each  sncceeding  day  nntil  disposed 
of. 

After  some  debate  of  a  desultory  character  the 
blank  was  filled  by  inseitiug  "35tb  day  of  January 
instant;"  and  Ihe  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then 
adopted. 

THE  AMISTAn. 

Mr.  CtJRTIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  aadiorize 
die  enrolment  or  register  of  the  schooner  Amiitad." 
It  was  read  twice;  when 

Mr.  CURTIS  explained  that  the  Amistad  was 
etmdemned,  and  afterwards  sold  by  the  Marshal, 
under  an  order  of  the  District  Court,  for  the  sal- 
vage. But  the  individual  who  purchased  the  ves- 
sel, after  becoming  in  possession  of  her,  discovered 
that  she,  having  been  bnilt  abroad,  conld  not  be  en- 
rolled. An  act  of  Congress,  therefore,  became  ne- 
cessary; and  he  (Mr.  C.)  hoped  the  bill  would  be 
passed  forthwith,  as  she  was  now  waiting  to  go 
oat.  

Bfr.  PICKENS  objected  to  the  passage  of  the 
hill  at  this  time.  A  case  in  relation  to  the  vessel  in 
question  was  now  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States;  and  he  hoped  the  bill  would  not 
be  put  on  its  third  reading  until  the  decision  of  that 
Owt  should  have  been  made. 

Mr.  CURTIS  explained  that  the  parage  of  the 
bill  could  in  no  way  affect  any  proceedings  of  the 
Snperior  Court.  Tbe  proceedings  in  the  sale  ef  the 
vessel  had  been  all  regular.  The  ver>el  was  con- 
demned and  ordered  to  be  sold  under  an  order  of 
die  District  Court,  and  wai  purchased  by  the  pre- 
sent ewner.  He  (Mr.  O  )  hoped  that  no  obj%tiott 
would  be  made  to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  as  it  was 
nothing  more  than  an  act  of  justice  to  the  pur- 
cbaaer. 

Idr.  PICKENS  still  objecting, 

Mr.  CURTIS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  plotting  the  bill  on  its  third  read- 
inc;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Tbe  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
PBIVATEER  PENSION  FUND. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  submiued  the  following, 
which  was  agreed  to: 

Bntbitd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  House  what  amount 
of  money  was  received  by  the  United  Stales  ooder 
the  act  of  Jnite  36,  1813,  and  the  act  of  February 
13,  1813,  providing  that  two  per  cent,  of  the  mtt 
unotint  of  prize  money  arising  from  captures  made 
by  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  be 
set  apitrtas  a  pension  fond,  as  set  forth  in  said  acts. 
Also,to  report  whether  the  same,  or  any  and  what  part 
(hereof,  was  invested;  and  if  so,  in  what  stocks  or 
seaorities;  and  at  what  prices  the  said  investments, 
and  also  the  sales  thereof,  were  made.  And  also  to 
report  when  the  said  pension  fund  became  exhaust- 
ed, and  how  much  of  the  same,  or  the  proceeds 
arising  therefrom,  was  paid  to  persons  other  than 
those  for  whose  use  the  said  fund  was  pledged  by 
the  said  acts,  and  tutder  and  by  virtue  of  snbse- 
qneat  acts. 

JUSTICES  OP  THE  SUPREME  COURT. 

Mr.  CRABB  sabmitted  the  following,  which  was 


Renbtti,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  wbe'her  it  be 
legal  for  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  to  reside  out  Of  the  limits  of  tbe  cir- 
cuit court  to  which  they  are  respectively  assigned; 
and,  if  it  be  legal,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
prohibiting  by  statute  such  residence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WINTHROP,  it  was 

Retolvtd,  "niat  (he  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
the  same  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  arrears 
of  (heir  salaries  to  tbe  clerks  in  the  cnstomhonse 
at  B  iston,  which  has  been  already  made  in  behalf 
of  tbe  cleiW  in  the  eustom-hoases  at  New  York  and 
PbiUdelpbia. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Rttolvid,  Tiiat  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  re- 
quested (0  conimnnicate  to  this  House  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Naval  Courts  Martial  for  ihe  trial  of 
Commander  Joseph  Smoot,  and  Lieutenants  Joseph 
Sialliogs  and  J  C.  Sharpe. 

Mr.  KEMBLE  proposed  In  add  the  following: 

Also,  all  copies  of  tbe  Qeneral  orders  in  the 
eases  of  Lieutenants  Sharpe  and  Stalling;;  exhibit- 
ing the  reasons  for  confirming  the  decision  of  tbe 
court  martial  in  the  one  ease,  and  modifying  it  in 
the  other. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  Ihe  resola- 
tion  as  modified  was  then  adoptetl. 
PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  submitted  the  following: 

Retohei,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
instructed  to  communicate  to  this  Houre  tbe  whole 
amount  of  public  lands  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  designating  the  amount  in  each  State  and 
Territory;  the  amount  purchased  in  each  year,  and 
under  each  Administration;  the  amount  of  payment 
therefor;  the  amount  surveyed,  that  has  been  of- 
fered at  public  sale  and  not  sold;  the  amount  sold 
in  each  year  at  public  sale,  and  the  amount  sold  at 
private  sale;  the  amouat  of  cash  received  in  each 
year  for  lands;  tbe  amount  of  land  given  to  each 
Slate  and  Territory,  for  all  and  every  purpose; 
with  the  amount  of  cash  paid  each  State  out  of  the 
sales  of  public  lands  within  her  Territory. 

Objection  being  made,  it  was  laid  over  one  day, 
under  the  rule. 

Petitions  were  presented,  on  leave,  by  Messrs. 
GRINNELL,  W.  C  JOHNSON,  PARMENTER, 
DOAN,  SAT.TONSTALL,  and  STRONG. 

[Mr.  Strono  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  Seneca  county,  New  York,  praying  for  the  pas- 
sage of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STANLY,  the  bill  entitled 
"A  bill  to  pay  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States," 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  J.  Roane,  a  clerk 
in  the  Patent  Offii-e,  w:s  then  taken  up,  the  ques- 
tion beirg  on  its  passage. 

After  a  ft^  remarks  from  Messrs.  WISE  and 
HOPK'NS,  as  lo  the  merits  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  HOPKINS  cilkd  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
whirh  were  ocdered,  and  were  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  John  W.  Allen,  Boardman, 
Calhoun,  Carr,  Chinn,  Connor,  Craig,  Cranston, 
Crary,  Garland,  Prsneis  M^illory,  Marchand,  Ma- 
son, R°ynotds,  Ridgway,  Tliomas  Smith,  Talia- 
ferro, ChiL'topber  H.  Williams,  and  Wise— 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adam.?,  Alford,  Jndson  Alleni 
Andrews,  A'herlnn,  Banks,  Btirne,  Black,  Black- 
well,  Bond,  Boyd,  Breckenridge,  Brewster,  Briggs, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burke,  Samp- 
son H.  Bailer,  Wm.  0.  Butler,  Wm.  B.  Campbell, 
Carroll,  Cai'cy,  Chittenden,  Clifford,  Cole.',  Crabb, 
Cr<>s':,Cashin?,  Dana,  Edtvard  Davles,  John  Davis, 
Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Delict,  Doan,  Doe, 
Doig,  Donr.an,  Earl,  Eastman,  R^l  wards,  Evans, 
Evereit,  Fillmore,  Pine,  Fivher,  Floyd,  Fornance, 
Galbraiih,  Gales,  Gidding-:,  Goggin,  Goode,  Gras 
ham,  Granger,  Green,  Griffin,  Grinnell,  Haber- 
sham, Hall,.  Hand,  John  Ha>liiips,  Hawes,  Haw- 
kins, Henry,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hill  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Hoffman,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Hubbard,  Hunt, 
Jackson,  James,  Jameson,  Charles  Johnston,  Jo- 
seph Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Cave  John- 
son, Kemble,  Kempshall,  Kille,  King,  Leonard, 
liincolu,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McCleUu),  McColIocb, 


McKay,  Marvin,  Medill,  Miller,  Montanya,  Mont- 
gomery, Morgan,  Morrow,  Newhard,  Nisbct,  Os- 
born'.  Palen,  Parmenter,  Paymer,  Rariden,  Ray- 
ner,  E-lward  Rogers,  Jas.  Rojers,  Russell,  RyaU, 
Salionstall,  SamueLo,  Shaw,  Shepard,  Slade,  Albert 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Stanly,  Starkweadier,  Steeit- 
rod,  Sweney,  Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, John  B.  Tbompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,Trip-' 
lett,  Trumbull,  Turney,  Underwood,  Warren, Wat- 
terson,  Weller,  Wick,  Jared  W-  Williams,  Tho- 
mas W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  I^ewis  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  L.  Williams,  and  Winihrop— 140. 

So  the  bill  wai  rejected. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Tucker  was  then 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  TURNEY  moved  to  adjourn. 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demand- 
ed; and  being  ordered,  were  taken,  and  resulted  as 
follows;  Yeas  19— nays  116. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adj<'<urn. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit' 
tee  of  the  Whole  (Mr.  Bkisgs  in  tbe  Chair,)  and 
after  some  time  spent  (herein,  reported 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Adams  and 
Company,  and  others;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Goddard,  and 
othen:;  the  former  without  amendment,  and  on  the 
latter  a.<ihing  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Bouse  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
SATltBSAV,  January  9,  1841. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  on  leave,  introduced  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Bttohtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  furnish  to  this  House  a  statement  of 
the  qtutntity  of  the  public  lands  claimed  to  be  pnr- 
cliased  by  pre-emption,  under  the  several  acts  of 
Congress  granting  pre-emption  to  settlers  on  the 
pnblielands,  distinguishing  those  under  the  act  of 
Congress  passed  the  331  day  of  June,  1838,  enti- 
tled "an  act  granting  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers 
on  the  public  lands,"  and  also  under  "the  act 
supp'emental  to  the  act"  aforesaid,  passed  on  the 
Itt  day  of  June,  1840.  And  of  the  amount  of 
money  received  into  the  Treasury,  from  the  res- 
pective lands  offices  in  the  several  land  districts  ia 
which  the  public  lands  are  situated.  And  that  he 
also  inform  the  House  what  number  of  patents 
to  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  who  have  duly 
and  legally  made  entries  of  the  same,  and  paid 
the  purchase  menev  therefor,  are  suspended  by 
reason  of  the  operation  of  the  aforementioned 
acts,  and  upon  what  cause,  and  for  what  lime,  such 
patents  are  to  be  withheld,  and  whether,  in  any 
event,  tbe  United  States  are  made  liable  to  refund 
to  die  persons  who  are  permitted  to  make  such 
entries,  the  purchase  money  paid  therefor. 

Mr.  GIDDINQ  asked  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

J^esohed,  That  hereafter  the  daily  hour  of  meet- 
ing of  the  House  be  1 1  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Objection  being  made  the,  resolution  was  not  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  JONES,  from  the  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  entitled  "Anactauthoiiz- 
ing  (he  issue  of  Treasury  notes;"  wuich  was  read 
twice,  when, 

Mr.  STANLY  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
bill. 

It  was  then  read  as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted  fty  the  Senate  and  Haute  cf  RepreHnr 
tativtt  of  At  United  Statu  oj  America  in  Ctngresa 
auimled.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  Trra-nry  notes  to  be 
issued  for  such  sum  or  sum!i,  a':  the  exigencies  of 
the  Government  may  require;  but  not  exceeding 
the  cum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  of  this  emission 
outstanding  at  any  one  lime — to  be  reimbursed  in  ihe 
last  quarter  of  the  year,  if  the  condition  of  the 
Treasury  will  permit  it — and  to  be  issued  imder 
the  limitations  and  other  provi«ions  contained  in 
the  act  entiiled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
Treasury  notes,"  approved  the  twelfth  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1837;  and  as  modified  by  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  additional  to  tbe  act  on  (he  subject  of  Trea- 
story  note*,"  approved  the  31st  tay  of  Matebi  1640, 
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except  tbat  this  law  «baU  expire  in  one  year  from 
an4  after  its  pasage. 

The  bill  was  then  referred  to  a  Commiiice  ef 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uoioo,  aod,  with 
the  accompanying  doeaments,  -  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  W.  0.  BUTLER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Militarr Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of 
LitUejohn  Wilkins,  John  Lynch,  William  P.  Ford, 
and  Alexander  H.  Patrick;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  committeJ  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  EDWARDS,  from  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ran- 
dolph Carter;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
tune,  and  committed. 

Mi.  STANLY,  from  the  Committee  on  Etpen- 
dilnrts  on  the  Public  Buildings,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing resolDtions,  which  wer«  adopted: 

Renhed,  Tbat  the  Committee  on  Expenditures 
on  th;  Pobiic  Buildings  have  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers. 

Baelved,  That  neiiherthe  Prcsi-lent  of  the  United 
Stales,  nor  any  other  officer  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, ^al>  issne  certificates  or  dne  biU<,  or  other 
evidences  of  debt  or  contract,  wiihont  aathority  of 
law. 

Mr.  ADAMS  calkd  up  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  offered  by  him  on  the  23d  De- 
cember last: 

Raehtd,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  direct- 
led  to  report  to  this  Honse  the  names  of  all  the 
postmasters  thioogboot  the  Union  who  have  betn 
rtmmed  from  office  since  the  3J  day  of  March 
1829,  with  the  names  of  the  persons  appointed  in 
•heir  places;  underteoring  the  names  of  all  those 
removed  for  official  delinqneocy  or  misdemeanor, 
and  specifying  the  nature  thereof,  the  complaint 
upon  which  the  removal  was  made,  the  evidence 
in  support  of  such  complaint,  and  whelher  the  offi- 
cer removed  was  made  acquninted  with  the  com- 
plaint, confronted  with  his  accuser,  oi  allowed  to 
be  heard  in  his  defence. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  submitted  the  following  amend- 
meat: 

1.  Resohei,  That  the  power  of  removing  officers 
is  vested  in  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

2.  Hetolvcd,  Tbat  this  power  was  conferred  to 
enable  him,  the  Executive,  "to  lake  care  that  the 
laws  are  faithfully  executed,"  and  cannot  be  exer- 
cised atbitraiily  or  capriciously,  without  an  abuse 
of  power,  tyrannical  in  its  operation,  corrupting  in  i"s 
tendency,  and  converting  a  remedy  for  unworlhi- 
ness  and  misconduct  into  a  terrible  engine  of  Exe- 
cutive power. 

3.  JieM(t>«i,  That  the  patronige  of  the  Executive 
department  has  increased  lo  an  alarming  extent, 
and  ought  to  be  restricted  ao(J  diminished  so  far  as 
is  compatible  with  a  safe  and  faithful  execution 
of  (he  laws. 

4.  Raohti,  Tbat  it  is  the  right  of  the  represenls- 
tivesof  the  people  to  examire  into  all  abuses  and 
usnrpations  which  may  be  apprehended  to  exist  in 
any  of  ihe  Executive  deparlmenLv,  in  order  ibat 
they  may  be  corrected  and  prevented,  if  possible, 
by  legislation;  and  in  flagrant  and  wanton  cases, 
exposed  and  punished. 

5  Utiolvtd,  Tbat  the  power  of  appointment  and 
of  removal  from  offire,  vested  in'the  Executive,  may 
be  greatly  abussd;  and  its  exercise  ought,  th^re- 
fol'e,  to  be  watched  and  strictly  guarded,  so  as,  if 
possible,  "10  prevent  the  power  and  patronage  of 
the  Executive  fiom  beine  brought  into  conflict  with 
the  freedom  of  elections." 

6  Renhed,  That  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple have  a  right  lo  inquire  into  the  causes  for  which 
any  Executive  officer  has  besn  removed  or  dis- 
misi-ed  from  office  by  the  Execntirc. 

7.  Reielvid,  That,  in  prosecuting  snrh  inquiry, 
the^Hottse  of  Represenia.tives  has  a  right  to  oil 
for,  and  have  furnished  to  it,  all  official  documents, 
paper.',  and  letters,  relating  lo  the  removal  of  such 
officer,  which  may  be  on  file  among  ths  records  of 
anv  of  the  Executive  Dfpartm»Rt--. 

8.  Reaelved,  Thai  a  Select  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  nnd  report 
a  bill  imposing  such  restrictions  upon  Executive 
patronage  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  foregoing 
lesolottons,  and  compatible  with  the  Conaiitntion 


of  the  United  Slates,  and  so  as  more  eflactnally  '• 
guard  against  abuse  and  corruption  in  the  exercise 
of  the  power  of  removal  from,  and  appointment  to, 
office. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  after  some  brief  re- 
marks in  relation  lo  the  short  time  now-remaining 
of  the  present  session,  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  contended  that  the  amendment 
was  incongruous  with  the  original  proposition.  He 
wit-hed  10  know  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in- 
tended, by  his  amendment,  to  crush  the  resolution. 
He  (Mr.  A.)  did  not  believe  ihe  amendment  was 
in  order. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  disavowed  any  intention  to 
crush  the  resolution  by  his  amendment.  The 
amendment  was  intended  to  act  prospect!  rely,  and 
to  prevent  the  occnrrenca  of  such  alleged  abuses  in 
fatnre. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  ADAMS, 
in  which  he  made  his  objection  a  pc  int  of  order, 
and  which  took  precedence  of  the  motion  lo  lay  on 
the  table, 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  amendment 
was  in  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  from  that  decision. 

Mr.  BANKS,  believing  that  no  good  was  likely 
to  arise  from  discussion,  whether  the  amendment 
was  in  order  or  not,  moved  to  lay  the  appeal  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  on  this  motion,  demanded  ihr 
yeas  and  nays,  which  being  ordered,  were  taken, 
and  resulted  as  follows:  yeas 95,  neas  80.  . 

So  the  appeal  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  then  recnrring  on  the  motion  to  lay 
the  whole  subject  on  the  table,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered,  and  taken  as  follow!^: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Judson  Allen,  A'herton, Banks, 
Realty,  Beime,  Blackwell,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron 
V.  Brown.  Albert  G.  Brown,  Bjrke,  Ssmpson  H. 
Butler,  Wi'l  am  0.  Butler,  Carr,  Carroll,  Clifford, 
Coles,  Connor,  William  R.  Cooper,  Craig,  Crary, 
Dana,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Dirkerson, 
Doan,  D.iifr,  Ear',  E?stman,  Ely,  Fine,  Fletcher, 
Floyd,  Fornance,  Galbraith,  Hand,  John- Hast- 
ings, Hawkins  Hill  of  N.  0.  Hook,  Hubbard, 
Jackson,  Jameson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  Kille,  Leadbetter,  Leet,  Lowell,  Lu- 
cas, McClellan,  McCalloch,  McKay,  Mar- 
chand,  Medill,  MilUr,  Montanya,  Montgomery, 
Samuel  W.  Morris,  Newhard,  Parrish,  Parmenter, 
Parris,  Prentis.^',  Reynold.^,  Rives,  Edirard  R')gers, 
James  Rofiers,  Ryall,  Samuels,  Shaw,  Albert  Smith, 
Thomas  Smith,  Starkweather.  Sieenrod,  Strong, 
Swearingen,  Sweney,  Tumey,  Vanderpoc',  David 
D.  Wagener,  Watierson,  Weller,  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams, and  Henry  Williams — 84. 

NAYS— Messrf.  Adams,  Alford,  John  W.  Al- 
len, Andrews,  Baker,  Barnard,  Boardman,  Briggs, 
Brockway,  Calhoun,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chinn, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cashing,  Edward  Da- 
vies,  Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dellel,  Doe, 
Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Pisher,  Gar- 
land, Gates,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Goegin,  Graham, 
Granger,  Graves,  Green,  Griffin,  Habersham,  Hall, 
Hawes,  Henry,  Hill  of  Va.  Huffman,  Holmes, 
Hopkins,  James,  Charles  Johnston,  Kempshall, 
King,  Lane,  Lincoln,  Francis  Mallory,  Marvin, 
Mason,  Monroe.  Morgan,  Calvary  Mortis,  Mor- 
row, Nisbet,  Palen,  Peck,  Pickens,  Pope,  Randall, 
Rariden,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Rassell,  S  rgeant,  She- 
paid,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Smart,  Sumter,  Ta- 
liaVrro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Jrcob Thompson,  John 
B.  Thompson,  Tillinphast,  Tolsnd,  Trumbull, 
Underwood,  Warren,  John  While,  Thomas  W. 
Willijmr,  Lpwis  William?,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Christopher  H.  Williamr,  Wintbrop,  asd  Wise— 
93 

So  the  House  relused  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table. 

The  ques'ion  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Hopkins,  the  latter  said  he  would  have  no  ob- 
jection to  vole  for  the  resolution,  provided  the  grn- 
ilcmsn  from  Massachhfetis  would  incorporate  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  ADAMS  drciined,  on  the  groand  of  the 
amendment  being  of  an  entirely  different  nature  lo 
the  resolution;  the  latter  complaining  of  noabuTes, 
but  merely  calling  for  facts,  while  the  former  involv- 


ed a  set  of  principles  in  relation  to  the  exerdae  of 
Executive  powjr,  etc. 

The  morning  hour  having  now  expired,  Ihe 
amendment  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  when  the 
Honse  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  being 
the  consideration  of  private  bills. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS  of  Kentucky,  it  was 

Resolved,  Tbat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ot 
Ihe  United  States  inform  this  Honse  what  six  land 
districts  have  been  discontinued  under  the  act  o( 
June  12,  1840,  and  when  they  were  respectively 
discontinued:  alio,  what  ssalaries  or  other  emolo- 
menis  were  paid  ih:  officers  of  such  distriols  be- 
tween the  12  ji  of  June  aforesaid  and  the  disconti- 
nnance  of  su«h  districts — specifying  the  suai3  paid 
10  each  individual.  And  tbat  the  Secretary  also 
report  the  amount  of  revenue  ibat  was  paid  to 
each  receiver  of  soch  districts  between  the  lime  of 
their  discontinnance  and  the  said  12tb  day  of  June, 
1840. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  6f  Mary  TocVer,  of  Ar- 
kansas, which  was  on  yesterday  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time,  was  read  a  third 
lime,  and  parsed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Adams  and 
Compa,ny,  and  others,  reported  yesterday  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  next  taken  np;  and 
after  some  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  SALTON- 
STALL,  DAWSON,  WINTHROP,  HOLMES, 
C.  JOHNSON,  W.  THOMPSON,  HABER- 
SHAM, and  EVANS  participated, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  till  upon 
the  table. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  npon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  ihe  Whok  on  tbe 
stale  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Bnioos  in  the  chair,)  and 
resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  for  tbe  relief 
of  Nathaniel  Ooddard  and  others,  owners  of  the 
hip  Ariadne  and  her  cargo. 

After  some  debate  thereon,  the  committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

And  then  tbe  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
Moi$DiT,  January  It,  1841. 

The  transaction  of  the  morning  business  occu 
pied  the  Senate  nntil  near  the  hour  of  I,  p.  m. 

Various  petitions  and  memorials  were  presented 
bv Messrs. TALLMADGE,  BUCHANAN,  WEB- 
STER, WALL,  WHITE,  PORTER,  SEVIEB, 
and  STURGEON. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  presented  ihe  credentials  of 
Mr.  NiCH0L<ON,  the  newly  appointed  Senator  from 
Tennessee,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  bjr 
the  decease  of  the  late  FelIx  Gronov.  Mr. 
NICHOLSON  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  look 
his  sea'. 

Sundry  bills  were  then  introduced  and  read  the 
first  time.  By  Mr.  WALL,  for  the  relief  of  L=«ttt. 
John  E.  Bispham.  After  a  short  explanation  by 
Mf-  Wall,  tbe  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

On  leave,  two  several  bills  were  introduced  by 
Mr.  SEVIER,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  the  certificate  of  the  au- 
thorities of  the  S^ate  of  Kentucky  of  the  re-election 
<f  JoRN  J.  Cbittenobn  to  a  seal  in  Ihe  Senate; 
which  was  read,  and  placed  on  file. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  a.^ked  and  oblsinel  leave  lo  in- 
troduce a  bill  to  abolish  the  port  of  delivery  in  the 
office  of  the  surveyor  of  the  customs  at  Currituck, 
North  Carolina. 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  a  resolution,  which  was 
adopted,  giving  ceitain  instructions  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Several  reports  of  little  magnitude,  adverse  to  the 
allowance  of  certain  private  claims,  were  taken  up, 
and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  Slates,  and  for  other  purposes, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  unfinished  business  of  Friday,  Ihe 
PERMANENT  PK03PECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  lAW. 

This  bill  being  again  in  order, 

The  PR|:3IDEN:I^  stated  the  quesiton  to  be  on 
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the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Kentnck;  [Mr. 
CaitTKNDSM]  to  recommit  iha  bill  with  in;trac- 
lions.  -^ 

Mr.'  CRrrfENBEN  said,  when  he  offered  his 
notion,  he  did  not  intend  to  delay  the  bill,  and  he 
wonid  now  leave  gentlemen  to  dispose  of  it  as  the; 
tbongBt  proper. 

Mr.  BB^TON  looked  upon  the  proposition  of 
'  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  if  adopted,  as  going 
to  destroy  the  bill — Dot  directly,  but  by  loadiog  it 
down  with  inconeraons  matter.  There  was  a  lati- 
tude tunally  allowed  to  Seoatorsinihsiramendmen's 
of  measoTf  s  brongbt  before  th;m,  and  when  it  wae 
desired  to  destroy  the  whole  bill,  it  was  customary 
to  move  to  strike  oat  all  but  the  enacting  clause, 
and  to  sobsiiiate  other  matter  instead;  but  to  ia- 
elade  in  a  bjll  incongruous  matter  that  was  entirely 
foreign  ts  its  object,  whatever  might  be  the  object 
of  the  mover,  was  directly  to  defeat  the  measure. 
Jle  knew  it  was  also  a  fair  and  parliamentary 
practice,  wKere  Senators  approved  cf  part  of  a  bill, 
and  disapprovedof  other  par:s,  to  move  to  strike 
oat  the  objectionable  matter;  but  what  was  the  pro- 
position then  made?  There  was  a  bill  to  grant  pre- 
emptions, which  they  had  done  for  forty  year.<  under 
this  Qjvernment— a  question  which  was  not  only 
freeflromcaB£tiiutional  difficulties, but  one, the  bene- 
fits of  which  had  been  tested  by  experience — and 
fortbe  first  time,  a  gentleoian  who  was  hostile  to 
the  bill,  offers  a  propositicn  to  amend,  not  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  for  that 
would  be  parliamentary,  but  to  amend  by  adding 
to  it  a  scheme  for  the  distiibutioa  of  the  pnblic 
land  revenue !  Could  any  thing  be  more  incongi  u  - 
oas  than  ihisl  The  distribution  of  the  land  reve- 
nue brought  up  a  question  of  the  gravest  kind — it 
involved  a  constituiional  question  of  great  impor- 
tance— it  would  originate  the  inquiry  whether  the 
land  revenue  was  not  as  much  the  revenue  of  the 
Ckvemment,  when  it  came  into  the  Treasury,  as 
every  dollar  paid  by  the  merchant  on  the  impoiia. 
tion  of  his  goods;  and  then  came  up  the  conUdera- 
tioD  of  the  distribution  of  the  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try at  all;  and  that,  if  they  had  the  right,  whether  it 
would  be  expedient  tb  do  it  at  any  time,  especially 
at  be  present  time.  Then  would  follow  the  whole 
question  of  their  financial  system,  the  income  and 
t&e  expeniitnres  of  the  Government,  and  the  inqui- 
ry whether  it  was  possible  for  the  Government  to 
get  along  with  the  current  payments  without 
the  land  revenue;  and  then,  if  the  Goveinment 
eonld  not  get  along  without  the  land  revenue,  how 
was  the  deficiency  to  be  supplied — whether  by 
loans  or  taxes)  Here,  then,  were  questions  of  the 
greatest  moment;  seme  of  them  believed  to  be  an- 
eonstitational,  and  othirs  mischievous,  and  all  in- 
volving a  vast  mass  of  expenditure,  which  would 
bear  heavily  on  the  country.  Now  he  repeated 
that  it  was  contrary  to  all  legislation — contrary  to 
•11  customary  rule  of  proceeding,  thus  to  bring  in 
a  foreign  and  overpowering  and  overshadowing 
rabjeet  at  snch  a  time  to  sink  and  destroy  an  ordi- 
nary measnre  of  legislation,  as  it  pasted  along. 
He  held  that  this  ought  not  to  be  the  mode  in 
which  an  enemy  of  the  bill  should  attack  it;  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittkndbn]  was 
the  enemy  of  the  pre-emption  bill;  and  let  him  then 
attack  it  fairly— let  bim  attack  it  in  the  front — let 
.  him  give  his  reasons  against  ii;  but  let  him  not,  by 
this  side  movement,  bury  it  nnder  incongmons 
mauer — let  him.  not  destroy  it  by  a  side  blow,  as 
the  measure  was  passing  along.  Snch  a  proposi- 
tion as  that  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  does 
not  belong  to  the  legislation  of  the  Senate — it  does 
net  belong  to  the  legislation  of  any  body,  and  he 
(Mr.  Bxnt^n)  denounced  it  as  contrary  to  all  fair 
l^islaiion,  wherever  legislation  was  known. 

This  distribution  policy  commenced  some  years 
ago,  and  he  then  denounced  it;  he  told  them  that  if 
tbey  commenced  a  division  of  the  surplus,  it  would 
be  bat  a  little  time  before  they  divided  that  which 
was  not  the  surplus.  In  ine  of  his  speeches, 
to  which  be  had  not  thought  it  necessary  to  refer, 
he  had  toll  them  that  if  the  States  once  began  to  lick 
diat  blood,  thry  would  live  on  bo  other  food  from 
that. time  forth — if  they  began  to  look  to  the  Fede- 
ral Qovemment  for  money,  they  would  come  in 
and  take  ttom  that  Government  the  means  of  its 
own  sopport;  and  now  had  they  not  proved  the 


trnth  of  bis  prediction?  He  had  told  them  then 
that  to  distribute  among  ih»  States  what  was  called 
the  siirplui,  which  was  then  placed  in  the  banks, 
would  be  either  to  make  the  deposite  banks  close 
their  vaults,  or  to  rain  their  debtors;  and  he  had  told 
them,  aUo,  that  it  must  be  done  to  the  exhaustion 
of  the  Treasury;  but  nothing  would  do,  for  the 
books  called  it  "surplus."  He  told  them  if  they 
took  that  first  step,  it  would  be  Ibe  first  plunge 
downward,  from  which  there  was  neither  retreat  nor 
halt;  and  had  liiey  not  now  a  proposition,  in  four 
short  y^ars  from  the  time  of  his  prediction,  to  ab- 
stract irom  the  current  income  of  the  Government 
a  sum  of  four  millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  at  a 
mement  when  the  Secrctaiy  of  the  Treasury  show- 
ed them,  in  his  report,  that  it  was  as  much  as  could 
be  done  to  make  the  annual  outgoings  and  in- 
comings balance  each  other — at  a  time,  too,  when 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  proclaimed  a  debt  of 
twenty-seven  millions  of  dollars  which  they  in- 
tended to  detect  at  their  called  sessionl  What, 
then,  were  to  be  their  feelings?  Were  they  to 
look  on  and  see ,  the  Federal  Government  strip- 
ped of  every  shilling  of  its  revenues?  Wera 
they  to  see  the  States,  when  they  found  themselves 
in  want  of  money,  seize  the  means  of  the  Federal 
Goverament,  and  tell  it  to  take  care  of  itself?  Had 
it  come  to  this?  He  denounced  it  as  one  of  the 
most  outrageous  propositions  that  was  ever  made 
nnder  our  Ibrm  of  Government.  Here  was  a  pro- 
position to  withdraw  one  fourth  part  of  the  reve- 
nue in  a  time  of  difficulty,  and  at  a  period  when 
one  parly  was  proclaiming  a  hidden,  a  secret  debt 
of  twenty-seven  millions,  and  the  gentleman  who 
made  the  enermous  proposition  did  not  tell  them 
what  substiiate  he  had  to  propose.  Why  did  not 
the  gentleman  go  on  with  bis  instructions,  aad  di- 
rect the  Finance  Committee  te  borrow  four  mil- 
lion  of  dollars,  or  to  issue  four  millions  of  Trea- 
sury notes,  or  to  impose  four  millions  of  taxes  to 
supply  the  place  of  the  abstracted  land  revenue? 
And  let  him  observe,  they  could  not  deceive  others 
if  they  deceivtd  themselves.  If  they  deceived 
themselves  they  could  not  deceive  others  when  they 
said:  "We  cannot  constitutionally  borrow  money  or 
raise  money  by  taxes,  to  divide  among  the  States; 
but  one  thing  we  can  do,  we  can  tnke  the  monev 
we  find  in  the  Treasury,  give  it  to  the  Siates,  and 
impose  a  lax,  or  borrow,  or  strike  Treasury  notes 
to  iupply  the  place  of  ihit  which  we  give  away." 
And  jet  this  was  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky:  qualify  it  as  he  pleased,  dofend 
it  or  >hrink  from  its  defence,  as  he  pleased,  it  came 
to  this:  "here  is  a  marked  proposition  to  raise  reve- 
nue by  loan  or  tax  for  distribution  amnng  the 
States."  In  the  mind  of  every  candid  man  it  was 
the  same  as  a  proposition  to  lay  a  tax  for  distribu- 
tion amrng  the  States  in  the  first  instance. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  ia  bis  amend- 
ment, proposed  330  acres  of  land  to  the  pre-emp- 
tioners,  as  part  of  the  distribution  bill.  But  he 
(Mr.  Benton)  was  not  to  be  caucht  by  titles.  Now 
here  was  a  proposition  to  give  320  acres  of  land ! 
Would  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  vote  for  160? 
No:  he  would  contend  that  it  was  too  much;  but  if 
he  would  not  give  160  acre.',  he  would  give  320. 
Was  it  10  be  supposed  that  this  kindness  overmuch 
would  impose  upon  any  body?  The  fiends  of  the 
bill  did  not  a'<k  320  acres,  because  they  would  have 
expected  double  the  opposi  ion  from  the  other  side 
of  the  Houte;  and  yet  here  was  a  pri'posiiion  to 
add  to  the  bill  as  much  as  to  double  what  i>s  friends 
proposed  to  give.  And  from  whom  did  it  comi  ? 
Frem  the  enemies  of  the  bill.  And  for  what  pur- 
post?  Why,  to  destroy  the  bill.  And  what  then? 
Why,  to  show  to  the  settlers  (hat  they  voted  for  320 
acres,  and  that  his  (Mr.  Bekton's)  .sideof  theHou.'-e 
voted  against  the  prorosition.  He  had  seen  such 
legislation  as  this  before,  and  he  had  laid  it  open' 
to  the  public;  and  he  had  not  seen  a  man  occupy- 
ing a  real  "log  cabin"  that  could  be  found  to  be  ta- 
ken in  by  it.  No,  it  t«ok  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  "log  cabins" — the  silk  stockings  and  kid  glove 
gentlemen — to  be  deceived  by  i*.  This  pioposition 
would  deceive  no  one  that  dwelt  in  a  r«al  log  ca- 
bin; and  he  was  not  surprised  that  the  gentleman 
hesitated  to  defend  his  proposition.  It  was  an 
enormous  proposition — it  was  an  anparliamentary 
ohe— it  was  a  hostile,  deadly  hostile  one;  and  be 


(Mr.  Bcmtoh)  had  denounced  it  as  such  the  mo* 
ment  it  came  in,  and  he  should  continue  to  do  so;. 
and  he  should  meet  his  constituents  and  tell  theai  he 
voted  against  the  330  acre  proposition,  as  part  of 
the  distribution  bill,  knowing  the  intention  of  itr 
mover  was  to  destroy  the  160  acre  proposition, 
which  was  then  pending. 

Mr.  M&NGUM  spoke  at  length  in  oppositkin  to 
the  pre  emption  policy. 

Mr.  LINN  defended  the  bill.  He  said  that  this 
Government  had  been  settled  on  the  pre-emptive 
system  from  the  beginning;  and  he  wished  to  keep 
the  beginning,  the  middle,  and  the  end  together.  In 
allusion  to  the  epithets  applied  by  some  geatlemen 
to  the  settlers,  of  "land  stealers"  and  "squatters," 
and  of  the  opinions  of  othera  in  contradiction  of  his 
statement,  that  a  small  civil  force,  and  an  enforce- 
ment of  the  laws,  would  preserve  the  pnblic  land 
ttom  encroachment,  he  said  that  it  was  a  scriptural 
injunction  to  man  to  possess  the  earth,  and  reple- 
Dish  it;  but  if  it  were  "land  stealing,"  this  was  a 
nation  of  land  stealers  tiom  the  beginning,  for  they - 
had  either  stolen  it  or  cheated  the  Indians  out  of  it; 
and  therefore  the  appellation  would  apply  equally 
to  their  forefathers.  That  the  movement  of  the 
people  would  be  onward,  he  again  asserted;  and  he 
denied  that  the  laws  were  a  sufficient  safeguard  of 
the  public  lands.  Jurors  could  not  be  fouod  to 
convict  in  such  cases,  which  were  uniformly  decided 
against  the  Government,  at  an  expense  of  many 
thousand  dollars.  Would  they,  then,  send  an  army 
to  destroy  the  "squatter:.?  If  be  bad  an  eaemy  in 
the  world,  (and  he  believed  be  had  not  many,)  he 
would  wish  bim  no  greater  infliction  than  the  scor- 
pion stingings  of  conscience,  with  «  hich  the  execntion 
of  snch  a  commission  would  be  succeeded.  It  was 
not  unusual  by  legislation,  to  heal  breaches  ii^  the 
law.  Charters  were  sometimes  violated,  and  legis- 
lation was  resor  ed  to  to  heal  the  breach.  Here, 
then,  was  a  breach  of  the  law  by  the  settlers,  and 
they  were  asked  to  pass  this  bill,  to  heal  that 
breach. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  wished  to  move  an  amendment 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentncky. 
He  hoped  now  the  debate  would  take  the  widest 
range,  and  embrace  all  the  subjects  in  connection 
wiih  the  great  land  question.  He  desired  to  state 
hie  views  thereon,  and  he  should  occupy  the  Senate 
perhaps  an  hour. 

Mr.  CL^Y  of  Alabama  iiiterposed,  and  re- 
quested the  Senator  from  Soath  Carolina  to  pat  his 
amendment  into  shape,  so  that  it  could  be  printed, 
and  to  give  wav  for  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  CALHOLN  assented,  and  his  amendment 
was  ordered  to  be  printed.  Its  object  was  to  strike 
out  all  after  Ibe  enacting  clause,  and  to  substitute 
his  "bill  to  cede  the  public  lands  to  the  States  in 
which  they  lie,  on  certain  conditions." 

The  Senate  then  adjoarned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monday,  January  11,  1841. 

After  the  jouraal  had  been  read. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  first  hnsinen 
in  order  was  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections  relative  to  the 

PENNSYLVANIA  CONTESTED  EUCTION  CASE, 
between  Messrs.  Inqebsoll  and  Nitlok. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  pro- 
ceeded to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Inobrsoll. 
After  speaking  for  two  hours  and  a  half,  hi  gave 
way  to 

Mr.  SERGEANT,  who  moved  that  Ibe  House 
do  adjourn. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  J.  W.  JONES,  the  motion 
was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  JONES,  by  general  consent,  reported  from 
the  Con-.mittee  of  Ways  and. Means  a  bill  entitled 
An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  di- 
plomatic expenses  of  Government  for  the  year 
1841;  which  was  read  twice,  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  ind  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Ttie  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
ToxsDiiT,  January  13, 1841. 
The  business  of  the  morning  opened  in  the  pre- 
sentation of  petitions  by  Messn.   NQEVBUi^ 
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PIBRCE,  WALL,  FULTON,  HUBBARD,  acd 
BENTON. 

Sandir  hills  were  introdaeed  by  Me58rs.  RUG- 
OLB8,  SEVIER,  CLAY  of  Alabama,  PHELPS, 
YOUNa.  Ac 

Mr.  YOUNG  introdaeed  a  bill  lot  the  eontina- 
anc*  of  the  Camberland  road  throagb  the  Slates  of 
Ohio,  Indiaba,  and  Illinois,  wbicb,  on  motion,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  made  a  few  remarks  in  reference 
to  the  improper  praciice  which  had  prevailed  in  the 
Etonate  in  reference  to  private  claims,  to  remedy 
which  in  fntore,  be  moved  an  amendment  of  the 
joint  rules.  The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

THE  GENERAL  ORDERS  were  then  taken 
np,  when  the  following  bills  were  passed,  and  or- 
dered engrossed  for  a  third  readinf;: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  E.  Bispham  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Jos. 
nompson,  sr.  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Mis- 
aonri,  was  ordered  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
lime. 

The  following  bills  were  similarly  disposed  of: 

For  ibe  relief  of  Joseph  Bogy. 

For  the  relief  of  Thomai  B.  Copes. 

Confirming  to  George  Tucker,  hi*  heirs  or  as- 
signs, a  certain  tract  of  Und  in  Alabama. 

To  anthorize  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ar- 
kansas to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  appropriated  for 
the  use  of  schools  in  that  State. 

For  the  relief  of  Francis  Laventore,  Ebenezer 
Cbilds,  and  Lnns Thrmpson. 

To  perfect  tbe  titles  to  lands  sonth  of  the  Arkan- 
as  river,  held  under  New  Madrid  locations  and 
pre-emption  rights  nnder  the  act  of  1S14. 

For  the  relief  of  Daniel  Sirinrod.. 

For  the  relief  of  Jam;s  M.  Morgan. 

For  the  relief  of  Francis  Gehon. 

Forth*  relief  of  James  H  Relfe. 

For  the  relief  of  Jubal  B.  Hancock. 

in  addition  to  an  act  to  promote  the  progress  of 
the  useful  art*. 

For  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Keller  and  Henry 
Stone. 

For  the  relief  of  John  C.  Uevnolds. 

For  the  relief  of  Thomas  Haskins  and  Ralph 
Haskins. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Presiient  of 
the  United  Siate.% 

When  the  special  prdcr,  ihe 

PBRMANENT  PROSPBCTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  LAW, 
was  again  under  cuoMdeiation. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  having  ihe  floor,  proceeded,  in 
that  asnally  lucid,  clear,  forcible,  and  statesmanlike 
manner  with  which  he  meets  all  questions  of  snch 
grave  public  import,  to  present  his  views  upon  the 
subject  nnder  discussion.  He  look  a  rapid  glance 
at  the  prrsent  condition  of  tbe  country,  iis  past  le- 
gislation npoQ  the  eubject  of  the  publ  c  land*,  the 
Utile  hitherto  effected  by  that  legislation,  and  the 
necesssity  that  now  deman^!ed  of  Congress  the 
speedy,  the  final,  and  tbe  pr>^per  and  appropriate 
settlement  of  this  great  national  s«bjec>,  so  as  to 
meet  tbe  interes's  and  the  wants  of  the  countiy. 
He  met  the  uosoaad  and  fallacious  obj''ctioii$  of 
the  opponents  of  the  bill,  by  pciating  to  tbe  present 
actual  situation  and  condition  o(  the  land  revenue 
of  the  Union,  and  ?3.ve  a  condensed  sialisiical  re- 
ftfence  to  ibe  prominent  fac's  which  Ihe  public  re- 
conls  so  fully  exhibited,  and  which  shcnM  be  cor- 
rectly understood  by  that  body,  and  by  tbe  people, 
that  a  barrier  might  be  erected  (o  prevent  Ibe  dan- 
cer which  thtratened  ihe  naiion. 

Mr.  CaiTTENDEN  replied  to  Mr.  CAtnooir, 
and  occnpied  tbe  S>na:e  for  ab'^ut  two  hours. 
He  referred  to  the  eitraordiohry  coarse  pursned  to- 
wards him  by  the  gentleman  I'rom  Missouri,  [Mr. 
Bbntvn  ]  and  by  the  grn>leman  from  Sou  b  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Calroon,]  the  rormrr  baring  considered 
Ms  proposition  as  most  extrsfirdinory  andcn«rmou>; 
and  the  other  as  iille,  ridieuUMs,  tini/ooluh. 

Mr.  C.  took  a  general  view  of  the  whole  snb- 
jeet  of  the  pre  emp'ioa  bill,  and  defended  with 
mneh  ingenn  ty  and  skill  bis  pioposed  substitute 
and  ameni'ment 

Mr.  BENTON  again  adverted  to  the  arga- 
^MBtf  adduced  by  the  enemies  of  the  mcanue  un- 


der discussion,  and  particularly  to  the  attempted 
defence  of  the  centleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Cbitteicoek.]  Hi*  arguments  were  all  enforced 
widi  his  known  ability,aiid  his  nsnal  bold  and  com- 
manding eloquence. 
Mr.  CRITTENDEN  rejoined,  and 
Mr.  BENTON  again  replied,  and  the  debate  was 
continued  between  them  tutil  the  hour  of  adjourn- 
ment. 

HOUSE  OF  RE^RBSeNTATiyES, 

ToBSDAT,  January  19, 1841. 

The  fint  bnsines*  in  order  was  the  consideration 

of  the  report  of  Ihe  Committee  of  Elections  relative 

to  tbe 

PENNSYLVANIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION 

CASE 
between  Messrs.  NivLoa  and  Ingebsoll. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  was 
about  to  resume  his  remarks,  when 

Mr.  ADAMS,  on  leave,  presented  the  petition 
of  two  stone  cutters,  lately  employed  on  the  public 
buildings,  complaining  of  Oeir  exclusion  from 
work  thereon,  and  protesting  "against  a  system  of 
favoritism  which  at  present,  operates  so  mnch  to 
their  deirimeni;"  which  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  GREEN  asked  leave  to  submit  a  resolution 
directing  tbe  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  to 
consider  Ihe  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  impodng 
a  tariff  an  wines,  spirits,  and  other  luxuries,  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  demands  upon  Ihe  Govern- 
ment. 

Objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was  not  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  asked  leave  to  offer  the  CdI- 
lowing: 

Bntlvti,  That  tbe  SpEAKza  of  this  Honse  be  re- 
quested to  issue  a  nApanm  duca  ttcwn  to  Samuel 
Hart,  esq.  proihonotary  of  the  court  of  common 
p'eas  for  the  city  and  county  of  Pniladelphia,  di- 
recting the  said  Samuel  Hart,  esq.  to  appear  per- 
sonally, or  by  deputy,  before  this  House,  at  one 
o'clock,  p.  m.  on  Friday,  the  15th  instant,  with  the 
election  returns  and  other  papers  on  file  in  hi*  of- 
fice, relating  to  the  Congressional  election  in  the 
Third  Congressional  district  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  1833,  there  to  be  examined  in  evidence 
in  the  case  of  cnntected  election  now  pending  be- 
tween C.  J.  Inoersoll  and  Cbales  Naylor,  from 
the  said  Congressional  district. 
Objection  being  made,  it  was  not  nceired. 
Mr.  NAYLOR  here  observed,  that  if  it  should 
be  the  pleasure  of  the  House,  he  would  have  no 
objection  to  waive  a  continuation  of  his  remarks 
until  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 
And  such  b^ing  tbe  understanding, 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 
Mr.  SERGEANT,  from  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, to  which  had  been  referred  the  Senate  bill 
amendatory  of  the  act  abolishing  imprisonment  for 
debt  in  certain  ca'^es,  reported  the  same  without 
^mer.dmenl,  as  follows: 

\  Btit  enacted,  tfe  That  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
kbolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain  cases," 
I  Approved  February  38, 1839,  shall  be  so  construed 
Ids  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  on  process  is- 
'jsuinji!  out  of  any  court  of  the  United  Slates,  in  all 
jcases  whatever  where,  by  the  laws  of  any  Stale, 
|impri^onmrnt  for  debt  l»s  been,  or  shall  hereafter 
jtbe,  abolished. 

!-  Mr.  S.  after  some  explanatory  remarks,  showing 
j  the  nece»i  y  of  the  amendment  to  the  original  act, 
■  whereby  its  applica'ion  would  extend  to  non-rcsi- 
'  dents  ol  the  State  of  New  York,  hoped  the  bill 
'  would  be  passed  forthwith. 

Mr.  ADAMS  urged  some  constitutional  objec- 
tions to  Ihe  bill  in  its  present  form.  He  did  not 
know  what  laws  the  States  miEht  hereafter  adopt, 
by  wbicb,  whatever  they  might  be,  Coneress  would 
be  bound  to  abide.  He  therefore  moved  to  amend, 
by  striking  otit  the  words,  "or  shall  be  h.-reafler." 
Aftersome  brief  remarks  from  Messrs.  MON- 
ROE, THOMPSON,  and  FILLMORE, 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said,  when  it  should  be  in  order, 
he  would  off^r  a  further  amendment,  so  as  to  com- 
pel every  man  to  make  a  surrender  of  his  fKptttj 
before  his  release. 
The  qntsiion  being  on  tbf  amendineiit  of  Mr. 


Adims,  the  discussion  was  further  continued  by 
Messrs.  BARNARD,  FILLMORE,  VANDER- 
POEL,  and  POPE,  involving  split-i4b  distinctions 
in  matters  of  law;  when 

Mr.  HABERSHAM  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
with  the  following  instructions: 

"To  report  a  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for 
debt  under  process  issuing  from  the  courts  of  th« 
United  States  in  all  eases  except  where  the  jndg- 
mem  shall  be  against  an  officer  of  the  UnitMl 
States  for  a  defalcation  in  his  office."  ■  ^^ 

Afler  some  further  explanation  from  Mr.  SER^ 
OEANTin  relation  to  th*  peculiar  powers  of  th« 
judiciary  of  Ihe  United  Stater, 

Mr.  VANDEBPOEL  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded  by  the  House,  thorby 
eiitting  off  the  motion  to  recommit,  and  bring  the 
House  to  a  direct  vote  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Adams. 

The  main  qnestion  on  the  amendment  was  then 
ordered,  and  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drews, Banks,  Baker,  Boardman,  Calhoun,  Casey, 
Garret  Davis,  Dromgoole,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Gal- 
brailh,  Gates,  Habersham,  Hopkins,  Charles  John- 
ston, Kemble,  McKay,  Marvin,  Ojbome,  Par- 
aMnter,  Peck,  Randall,  Reed,  Saltonsiall,  Truman 
Smith,  Underwood,  Peter  J.  Wagner,  Thomas  W. 
Williams,  and  Lewis  Williams— 31. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiherton,  Barnard,  Beatty, 
Bond,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  John 
Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Cbinn, 
Chiilenden,  Clifford,  Connor,  Crabb,  Cranston, 
Crary,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Dana,  Edward  Davies, 
John  W.  Davis,  Dawsoa,  Deberry,  Dickersoo, 
Dellet,  Doan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Evans,  Pletoher, 
Floyd,  Fomanee,  Garland,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Gog- 
gin,  Goode,  Granger,  Green,  Griflin,  Hall,  Hand, 
blawkinv,  Henry,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hill  of  North 
Carolina,  Hoffman,  Hook,  Hunt,  James,  Jameson, 
Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Krmp- 
shall,  Kdle,  King,  Lane,  Leadbetter,  Leet,  Leo- 
nard, Lucas,  MeCarty,  McCleltan,  McCnlloch, 
F.  Mallory,  Maichand,  Mason,  Medill,  Mtmroe, 
Mooianya,  Monlf  omery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W. 
Morris,  Naylor,  Nisbet,  Palen,  Parti«,  Poor,  Rari- 
den,  Reynolds,  Ridgway,  Edward  Rogers,  Samuels, 
Sergeant,  Simonton,  Slade,  Albert  Smith,  Stanly, 
Starkweather,  Stuart,  Swearingen,  Sweney,  Tay- 
lor, Jacob  Thompson,  John  B.  Thomraon,  Til- 
lin^hast,  Toland,  Triplett,  Vanderpoel,  David  D. 
Wagener,  John  White,  Wick,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Jcsiph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams, 
Winthrop,  and  Wise— 110. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.' 

Mr.  SERGEANT,  from  the  Committee  on  Ibe 
Jodciary,  reported  back  to  the  Hou.<e,  withoat 
amendment,  the  following  Senate  bills,  viz: 

An  act  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  any  fo 
reign  copper,  gold,  silver,  or  other  coin,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  brinaiog  into  ihe  United  Stales,  or  ntiering 
any  counterfeit  foreign  copper,  gold,  silver,  or 
other  coin; 

An  act  to  confirm  to  the  State  of  Indiana  the 
land  selected  by  her  for  that  portion  of  the  Wabh»h 
and  Erie  canal,  which  lies  between  the  mouth  of 
the  Tippecanoe  river  and  Terre  Haute,  and  for 
other  purposes;  and 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ."An  act  more 
eff(  einally  to  provide  for  tbe  punishment  of  cer- 
tain crimes  against  tbe  UiUied  States,  and  for  other 
purposes;" 

which  bills  were  Feverally  read,  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Uoion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SERGEANT,  the  Commiu 
tee  on  the  Judiciary  were  discharg^  from  the  eon- 
uderation  of  ihft  following  Svnate  bills,  viz: 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Waller  Loomis  and  Abel  Gay; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Moore;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Clements,  Bryan,  and 
Company; 

which  bills  were  transferred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Also,  {torn  the  further  consideration  of  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Carter;  which  was  transferred 
to  Ibe  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  SBRQGAnr,  inm  (be  Commiuet  vu  ihc 
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JodtOMiy,  reported  "An  ael  fturther  to  amend  the 
act  CDtitled  an  act  to  provide  for  tak-tfg  (be  sixth 
oaasns  or  entimention  ef  (he  inhabitaots  of  the 
Uai(ed  States,"  approved  March  3, 1839,  with  ao 
amenditent.  The  aawndBent  was  conearred  in, 
Md  the  bill  read  a  third  time,  and  rassed. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  then  renewed  his  attetnpt  to 
ialroduoe  hit  resolatioD,  previous!/  noticed;  bm  ob- 
jeoikni  being  made, 

llr.  C.  moved  a  snspeasion  of  ibe  rale»;  the 
■wtiDB  was  negative.'. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  then  took  the  floor,  and  restHned 
Mi  nmaiks  in  reply  to  Mr.  IwoKMOLb.  Afier 
apMbiag  for  some  Ume,  wiihoai  oonclading,  be 
gave  way  ftr  a  ino(ion  to  adjonrn. 

Aad  the  House  adjonraed. 


■  IN  SENATE, 
Wbdirsimt,  January  13,  1841. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Hoase  of  Re- 
presentatives, annonociog  that  it  bad  passed  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to  an  act  to 
aiwlitb  impriwnment  for  debt  in  certain  cases. 

The  PRK9IDENT  rabmiited  a  report  from  the 
Seeretary  of  the  Treasury  of  tHe  names  and  com- 
peasaiion  of  the  clerks  in  his  Departmenti  and 

Also,  a  repon  from  the  Secretary  of  tl)<!  IVea- 
sary,  in  eompUanee  with  the  following  resoloiion, 
smtnnitted  by  Mr.  Bbnt.'N  on  (he  16:h  December 
ISiSl: 

JtMetocd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
diracted  tocanse  to  be  prepared  and  communicated 
to  tiie  Senate,  tables  of  the  rates  of  exchange, 
fore%n  and  doneetie,  aad  ef  the  prices  of  bank 
notes  and  tA  speeie,  on  or  near  the  first  day  in 
each  month,  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  dur- 
iof  the  yiar  1838,  1839,  and  1840;  and  that  be 
aeoonpauy  the  same  with  a  synopsis  of  the  rates 
of  exchange,  foreign  and  domestie.and  the  prices  of 
baalrnotesandspeeie,  at  New  Yorlcand  Philaael- 
phia,  in  previous  yean,  fft  far  as  the  last  can  be 
done  from  the  materials  now  in  the  Treasury  De- 
p^rtnent. 

The  communieatioits  were  laid  on  the  table  and 
•rdered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  JoBR  LEEDb  EzwB,  elected  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Slate  of  Maryland,  a  Senator  from  that 
State,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  the  Hon.  John  S.  Spehce. 

Mr.  KERR  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  to»k 
Ui^seai. 

Mr.  BBNTON  eaU«d  the  attention  of  Senators 
to  a  rMort  which  was  to  be  foand  in  voliune  eight 
of  the  Executive  documents  of  last  session,  which 
va^  calculated  to  throw  considerable  light  on  the 
subject  now  under  discassion  by  the  Senate.  He 
alladedto  a  report  by  the  Secretary  of  theTrea- 
sory  of  the  amount  of  land  puccbai-ed  by  this  Qo> 
vcrament  from  the  Indians,  and  the  money  paid 
therefor.  It  appeared  from  ibis  docament  that  the 
mnennt  of  land  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been 
txtiegybhed,  is  four  hundred  and  forty  .two  mil- 
lions of  acres,  and  the  amount  paid  therefor  eighty- 
tiro  millions  of  dollarp. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  the  memorial  of  the 
oorporate  anJtorities  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  pray- 
ing a  reimbursement  of  moneys  expended  on  their 
harbor,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 


On  motion  by  Mr.  ROBINSON,  the  petition  and 
pnpefs  of  Neil  Moore  and  Company,  now  on  file, 
w«fe  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
a»d  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  the  Comoutlce  on 
Ptneions,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Howland  Dyer,  was  discharged  from  i'.s  farther 
eoRtideraiion;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
oa  Kaval  Afl°airr. 

Mr.  PURCB,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
w  which  was  leftrred  the  petitions  of  John  Yanee, 


and  the  petition  of  E.  Sbalcr,  a'ked  to  be  dis- 
chaiged  from  (he  further  consideration  thereof; 
wbieh  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  P.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
were  rtferfed  pt^tions  on  the  tnbject,  reported 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McClanahan; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Jamison;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Neal,  widow  of  Sa- 
muel Neal) 

which  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  P.  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
the  heirs  of  Dmiel  Peitibone;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  (he  Committee  on  Revo- 
Intionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to 
authorise  the  erection  of  monnments  to  Brigadier 
General  Nash  and  Brigadier  General  William  Da- 
vidson, reported  the  same  wibont amendment. 

The  resolution  submitted  yrs'erday  by  Mr.  Tip- 
tLS,  in  relation  toihe  rules,  was  taken  op,  and  dis- 
cussed by  Messrs.  HDBBARD,  PIBRCB,  LINN, 
TAPPAN,  and  HDNTINGTON,  and,  on  motion 
of  (he  latter,  was  laid  on  the  tsble. 
BILLS  PASSED. 

The  bill  for  Ibe  relief  of  John  C.  Reynoldr; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Laventure, 
Ebenezer  Cbil ds,  and  Lions  Thomption; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Gehon; 

The  bill  for  th«  relief  or  James  H.  Relfe; 

The  hill  confirming  to  George  Tooker,  bis  heirs 
or  a.«igns,  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Alabami; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Steeorod; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  or  Thomai  Haskint  and 
Ralph  Haskins; 

The  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  to  promote  the  pro- 
gress of  the  useful  arts; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Keller  and 
Henry  Stone; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bogy; 

The  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  Thomas  P.  C  >pfs; 

The  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  Jabal  B.  Hancock; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Mortan; 

The  bill  aathorizine  the  Lp^slatures  of  Looi'^ia- 
na,  Tennessee,  and  Arkan;a%  to  rell  the  lands  here- 
tofore appropriated  for  the  use  of  schools  in  those 
Slates; 

The  bill  to  perfect  the  titles  to  lands  south  of  the 
Arkansas  river,  held  under  New  Madrid  locations 
and  pre-emption  rights,  under  the  act  of  I8I4;  and 

The  joint  resolniloa  to  authorize  the  Seoretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  extend  foither  indalgmee  to  cer- 
tain tS  the  latedepos.le  banks; 
were  severally  rrad  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  PHELPS  submitud  a  resolution  directing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  pay,  out  of  the  coa- 
tiofeat  fund,  to  the  widow  nf  the  late  Stephen 
Haighi,  8ergeant-at  Arms  of  the  Senate,  the  sum 
of  five  hondred dollars  for  the  pnrp-se of  defray^ 
iog  the  expenses  incidental  to  his  iilnesv,  and  the 
removal  of  the  bodr  to  Vermont  for  interment; 
and,  aUo,  to  pay  the  widow  ibe  amount  of  salary 
accruing  for  the  residue  of  the  term  for  which  be 
was  elec'ed. 

The  resolution,  after  some  remarks  in  explasft- 
tion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT  and  Mr.  PHELPS,  was 
adopted. 

PERMANENT  PUOSPECnVKPRJ^EMPTION  LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  ofsettlets  on  the  pub- 
Uclandis,  who  bhall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same, 
and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being  the  special  or- 
der of  tlie  day,  was  taken  up,  ihe  qaestion  being  on 
the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Calhoun  to  the  mo- 
tion to  recommit  tbe  bill  made  by  Mr.  Crittjih- 

DBR. 

Mr.  PRESTON  submitted  his  vieirs  at  mnch 
length  in  opposition  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  he  wifhed  to  submit*  few  re- 
marks (0  the  Senate  on  the  question  new  before 
them,  and  though  he  would  not  occupy  much  of 
their  lime,  he  would  endeavor  to  hold  a  looking- 


glass  to  some  of  tbe  gentlemen  who  had  been  to 
loudly  boasting  of  their  friendship  and  generosity 
to  the  aewSiates. 

At  tbeinstnce  of  several  Senators,  Mr.  S.  hei« 
pive  way  for  a  motion  to  postpoi;e  the  farther  eon- 
Siderattoa  of  the  subject  until  to-morrow. 

Tbe  Senate  then  went  into  the  consideration  of 
Executive  business, 

And  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
WcDnasDAr,  January  13,  1841. 
The  first  business  in  order  was  tbe  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Eltctiotw  rela- 
tive to  (he 

PENNSYLVANIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION  CAiBE, 

be(ween  Messrs.  NiTLoa  and  Ikokbsoll. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  being  entitled  to  the  floor;  wu 
about  to  resume  bis  remaiks,  when 

Mr.  GREEN  asked  him  to  give  way  for  a  few 
momentt  to  enable  bim  to  again  submit  the  resolu- 
tion which  he  ofl^ered  on  yesterday,  and  to  wh'cb' 
objection  had  been  nude,  directing  the  (Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  consider  the  expedient  of 
reporting  a  bill  imposing  a  tariff  on  wfnes,  41kB,' 
and  other  Inxuries,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  de- 
mands upon  (he  Government. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  said  he  gave  way  to  half  a  do- 
xen  appliea'ions  yesterday,  but  could  not  pursue  • 
similar  coarse  to-day,  as  be  had  a  desire  to  get 
through  tbe  matter  now  before  the  House.  . 

Mr.  N.  then  resumed  his  remarks,  and  spokn 
for  some  hours  in  reply  to  the  argnments  of  Mr. 
Incwbsoli..  Witlvtttt  concluding,  at  thne  o'clock, 
Mr.  N.  gave  way  to  a  mot'oa  to  adjonrn. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was,  however,  with- 
drawn, to  permit  the  following  Senate  bills  to  be 
ttken  up;  which  were  severally  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  appropriately  referred: 

An  set  to  eontiane  in  force  the  act  for  the  final 
adjostment  of  private  bnd  claims  in  Missouri,  ap- 
proved 9ib  Joly,  1833,  and  the  act  supplemental 
thereto,  approved  3i  March,'  1833; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  pident  to  the 
heirs  or  legal  representatives  Si  Francis  Bevard, 
deceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Prettyman; 

An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Howard  Institn- 
tion  of  the  city  of  Wa.'^hington;- 

An  act  to  refund  to  Noah  Miller  and  others  a 
part  of  the  proceeds  of  tbe  sale  of  (he  British  sloop 
Mary  and  cargo,  which  were  captured  by  them  and 
labelled  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
Slates; 

An  act  confirming  ihe  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Jo- 
seph Thompson,  jr.  deceased,  to  a  track  of  land  in 
Missouri; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of.  Lieutenant  John  E. 
Bi-pbam; 

An  act  for  the  ponishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  Slates,  and  for  other  purposes; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  aeconniinc  i  ificen  of  the 
Treasury  (e  seule  (be  accounts  of  Francis  Gchun, 
late  marshal  of  Wiskonsan; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Relfe; 

An  set  for  the  relief  of  John  C.  Ileynolds, 
late  disbnrsing  acent  of  the  Indian  Department; 

An  net  for  the  relief  of  I'homas  Haskins  and 
Ralph  Haskins; 

A  resolniion  to  antfaoriie  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasory  to  extend  fanher  indnlgenee  to  certain  of 
the  late  deposite  banfe; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  La  venture,  Bbe- 
nezei  Cliilds,and  Linus  Thompson; 

An  act  confirming  to  George  Tucker,  bis  heirs 
or  assigns,  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Alabama; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thorn w  P.  Coper, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bogy; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Keller  and 
Henry  Stone; 

An  act  to  perfect  the  title  to  lands  south  of  ihe 

rkansas   river,  held  under  New  Madrid  locn- 
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tibni  and  pre-emptio&  rights  qnder  the  act  of 
1814; 

An  act  to  anthorize  (he  Lecislatares  of  the  Slates 
of  Aricansas,  Loaisiana,  and  Tinnessee,  to  sell  the 
lands  heiatofore  appropriated  for  the  nse  of  schools 
in  those  Slalee; 

An  act  for  the  reliefof  JnbalB.  Hancoelr; 

An  aet°  in  addition  to  an  act  to  promote  the  pro- 
gfeastrf'tlie  nsefnl  arto; 

An  act  for  tlie  relief  of  Daniel  Steenrod;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Morgan. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol> 
towinccommaoications,  viz: 

1.  From  the  Past  Office  Departmenl,  in  eonpli- 
anoe  with  the  second  Mctlon  of  the  act  of  Jaly  2, 
1836,  to  reorgahize  the  Post  Office  Department, 
enclosing  estimates  for  the  service  of  thai  Depart- 
ment for  the  year  commencing  Jaly  1, 1841. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

2.  Prem  the  Commissioner  of  Pablic  Buildings, 
in  obedience  to  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, requiring  him  "to  make  to  Congress  annn- 
ally,  at  theeotumeacement  of  the  yrar,  a  reiiort  of 
the  manner  in  which  all  appropriations  for  the 
pnbbdmildings  and  groands  have  been  applied." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Expendiiurcs  on 
the  Pnblie  BnUdings.- 

Mr.  BRIGOB  asked  that  his  eolleaine,  Mr. 
W.  S.  Hastihob,  be  ezcnaed  from  sernng  on  the 
Committee  on  PriTate  Land  Claiir>s,  in  cons^e- 
qnenee  of  ill  health;  which  reqnest  was  acreed  to. 

Mr.  CRABB  presented  the  petition  of  a  large 
atimber  of  die  citizens  of  Piclttns  county,  A!t- 
bama,  for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  rente  from 
the  town  of  Bridgertlle,  via  the  town  of  Fairfield  in 
said  county,  to  the  town  of  Macon,  in  the  cnnnty 
of  Noxnbee,  Mississippi;  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

IMPORTED  MANUFACTURED  SILK. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  after  some  introdnetory  lemarbs 
on  the  impulanee  of  early  action  on  the  Honse 
bUI,  No.  311,  for  laying  a  doty  on  imported  ma- 
nofketared  silks,  hoped  it  wonhl  be  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  that  day  fortnight. 

Mr  JONES  of  Yirginia  said  he  would  be  very  glad 
to  give  his  ascent  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massaehnaetts,  especially  as  it  was  a 
maasnie  that  propoeed  to  bring  money  into  the  pnb- 
lie TVeaawy;  bat  the  process  would  be  entirely  too 
dow  to  answer  any  ptaetieal  pnrpooes  at  the  pre- 
sent session.  Besides,  as  he  (Mr.  J.)  had  already 
introdneed  a  bill  providing  for  a  more  sperdy  ope- 
ration, (the  Treasury  Noto  bill,)  he  hoped  the  bill 
referred  to  by  die  gentleman  from  Massachasetts 
woald  not  be  taken  np  ontil  the  other  measure  had 
been  before  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  obaerred  thatseTeialsnbjeets  had  already 
beed  made  the  special  order  for  certain  days;  and  if 
the  bill  now  referred  to  by  the  genileman  from 
Massachasetts  should  also  be  made  the  special  or- 
der, and  look  np  much  time,  as  it  nndoabtedly 
would,  he  (Mr.  J.)  did  not  know  when  an  opporio- 
niiy  would  be  afforded  foreonsidering  tbeTreasary 
note  bill,  the  pension  bill,  and  other  imporunt 
moasorss  requinng  early  action.  He  hoped,  ilierr- 
fore,  that  gentleman  would  not  press  bis  rrqaest. 

Mr.  ADAMS  observed  that  the  bill  he  held  in 
liis  hand  was  intended  to  devise  means  for  repay- 
ing the  proposed  loan  of  Treasury  no'es;  and  as  at 
,  ibis  very  time  very  large  importations  were  making 
in  the  port  of  New  Tork,  he  thought  it  highly  ne- 
oeasary  thit  the  bill  should  be  entered  upon  without 
delav. 

Mr.  JONBff  agam  adverted  to  the  delay  which 
most  neoeRarily  ariie  from  the  consideration  of 
such  a  UU,  and  he  was  sure,  if  the  gentleman  from 
MasMdwaetta  woold  reflect  upon  the  condition  of 
the  Treasury,  at  the  present  moment,  he  would  see 
the  necessity  of  postponing  the  bill.  It  was  highly 
impartant  that  a  temporary  supply  should  be  made 
so  as  to  enable  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  demands 
upon  it  during  the  present  quarter;  not  but  that  the 
aoeruing  revenue  would  anable  the  department  to 
meet  the  demands  against  it  during  the  year,  but  it 
would  not  enable  it  to  meet  tham  in  ItoM. 

Mr.  J.  referred  to  the  report  of  the  SscKtary  of 
the  Treasury  in  order  to  show  the  iaeqaaliiy  of 
inuria  and  expenditores  during  the  present  year, 


which  wodU  make  it  necessary  that  a  temporaiy 
provision  should  be  made  to  enable  the  Treasury 
to  meet  demands  upon  it  which  would  be  made  be- 
fore the  funds  appropriated  to  meet  them  should 
have  been  received.  The  report  stated  that  una- 
anally  heavy  expenses  would  fall  due  during  the 
first  quarter  of  the  picsent  year.  ."In  addition  to 
a  full  portion  of  the  cturent  expense*,  and  the  whole 
pension  payments  for  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and 
one-third  of  a  million  or  more  for  all  the  annual 
fiahing  bounties,  there  will  be  imposed  on  it  most  of 
the  charges  for  the  whole  year,  connected  with  the 
session  of  Ceagrcsg  and  private  bills,  as  well  as 
Urge  payments  for  taking  the  census,  and  for  the 
first  insUUment  of  the  debt  of  this  District,  etc." 

Mr.  J.  also  referred  to  the  following  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  laid  oa 
their  tables  this  morning,  as  a  farther  reason  why 
no  delay  should  take  place  in  reference  to  the 
Treasury  Noie  bill. 

TaKASORT  Dai>iamneaT, 

D«»mber21, 1840. 
Sir:  I  perceive  that  a  new  appropriation  bill  has 
pa.*sed  at  this  session  for  soms  exceeding  |40O,0OO, 
considerable  pot  lions  of  which  will  probably  be 
called  fiom  the  Treasury  daring  the  present  yeir. 

Another  appropriation  bill  appears  to  have  been 
reported,  with  a  view  to  its  immediate  passage, 
which  is  supposed  to  be  nearly  doable  the  amount 
of  the  other,  and  an  addition  proposed  to  it,  on  ac- 
count of  navy  pensions,  of  a  snm  between  |150,000 
and  |200,000,  entirely  new  in  i's  character.  Moch 
of  thisaddition,  if  made,  is  likely  to  be  drawn  for 
the  present  moalh,  at  it  may  be  needed  on  or  be- 
fore the  1st  day  of  January,  and  probably  some 
portions  of  the  original  bill  as  reported.  These 
new  charges  on  the  present  year  are  of  sarh  magni- 
tude as  (with  the  circams'aoees  hereaft»r  specifie<<, 
and  others  referred  to  in  the  second,  tenth,  and 
(levenih  pages  of  my  recent  annual  report)  to  ren- 
der it  proper,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned, 
that  be  should  repeat  the  recommendation  contain- 
ed in  that  report — that  they  be  accompanied  by 
some  early  provision  of  additional  means  to  mieet 
(he  whole  of  ihem  with  prompiiiudr. 

The  tetters  annexed,  just  received,  show  likewise 
some  i%cent  deeisioits  of  the  courts,  that  appear  to 
require  the  refunding  of  more  duties  from  the 
Treasury,  to  a  considerable  amount. 

Another  commtuieation  is  also  annexed,  which 
reached  the  Department  to-day,  and  shows  the  ex- 
traordinary drawbacks  about  to  be  demanded  in  a 
single  case,  on  refined  sugars,  exteuding  probably 
to  $75,000  or  |80,000;  a  sum  nearly  equal  to  half 
of  the  oett  revenue  often  collected  in  a  week  in  the 
whole  Union. 

To  meet  calls  like  these,  in  addition  to  those  first 
specified  by  the  new  appropriations,  will  probably 
mach  reduce  the  balaoce  heretofore  anticipated  at 
the  close  of  the  year. 

Under  these  circa  mstanees,  coupled  with  those 
referred  to  in  my  annual  report  rendering  some  pro- 
vision proper,  not  only  to  cover  ordinary  eontin- 
geneies  and  flnctaations,  but  especially  lo  provide 
adequate  means  for  meeting  seasonably  the  large 
charges  then  explained  to  be  imposed  on  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year  1841,  and  several  of  them  as 
soon  as  the  1st  of  January,  the  hope  is  entertained 
that  soma  such  temporary  provision  will  be  mide 
at  the  earliest  day  practicable. 

Looking  to  the  security  and  high  standing  of  our 
national  tvedi',  it  was  deemed  prudent,  when  that 
report  was  prepared,  that  it  be  done  by  the  com- 
maneemeat  of  the  year;  and  the  occurrences  since 
tend  strongly  to  confirm  die  opinion  then  ezpressed, 
and  af«,  therefore,  now  promptly  and  respect- 
fully submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Commit- 
tees of  Ways  and  Means  and  on  Finance  in  the 
two  Houses. 

The  amount  of  means  authorized  might  iodi- 
ciou;ly  extend  lo  the  five  or  six  millions  which  hive 
nsnally  been  kept  on  baud  in  former  years,  ss  a 
balance  to  cover  all  contingencies  and  floeinations, 
and  it  might  be  used  as  a  suhsiitute  for  Uiat  ba- 
lance whenever  the  public  wants  should  require 
during  the  year,  and  be  all  reimbursed  before  its 
close,  if  the  revenue  increases  in  the  latter  part  of 
tlie  year  asfi  anticipated  in  the  annual  report. 
My  pinion,  formerly  expressed,  on  the  most 


convenient  and  economical  mode  of  making  sadi 
a  temporary  provivioa,  remaios  unohaaged  ia  fla- 
vor of  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  to  be  redeeaaed 
out  of  the  revenue  received  before  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  to  be  provided  for  either  by  an  amend- 
ment to  some  appropriate  l)iU,  or  by  a  separate  act 
of  Oongrrss.  Respectfully, 

l^yi  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  theTraasury. 
To  Hon.  J:  W.  Jobbb, 
Chairman  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mtaaa,  U.  R. 

TaXASDRT   DcPiBTMBn', 

Comptroller's  Office,  December  17,  1840. 

Sia:  The  Ciicuit  Court  of  the  Uaiied  States 
for  the  district  of  BCaryland  having,  at  the  No- 
vember term,  1840,  declared  "soda  ash"  lo  be  «• 
empt  from  duty,  I  have  to  inform  you,  that  I  kafe 
directed  to  be  refunded  the  duties  paid  under  pro- 
test oa  that  article  as  carbonate  of  soda. 

I  beg  to  reqoest  your  instnetlont  on  die  matter 
presented  in  the  enclosed  copies  of  letters  frooi  the 
district  atiomev  and  collector  of  the  customs  a 
Boston,  in  relation  to  recent  decisioBS  of  the  United 
Slates  court  in  diat  city.  If  dioee  decisiooa  are  ae- 
qnicsced  in  by  the  defwrtment,  (and  I  know  not, 
after  the  expreased  opinion  of  the  diatrietrnttomey, 
how  they  can  be  resisted,)  dK  fre«  admission  of 
"gunny  cloUi"  may  matvnally  interfere  with,  if  not 
totally  destroy,  the  domestic  manufacture  tf  cottoa 
bagging.  The  honorable  Mr.  Clay,  of  die  Senate, 
having,  during  die  last  session  of  Congiets,  called 
the  particular  attention  of  die  department  to  tbia 
subjeet,  I  have  thought  u  proper  to  submit  it,  in  ita 
pre4ent  position,  to  your  speewl  notice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  BARKER,  Comptroller. 
Hon.  Lrvi  WooDBtrar,  Secretary  of  die  Tieasuff. 

TaBisoar  DsptaTiiBirT, 
Comptroller's  Office,  December  18, 1840. 
Ria:  By  a  communication  from  the  coUeeior  at 
New  York,  dated  die  13ih  instaat,  a  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  enclosed,  it  appears  that  the  article 
worsted  plush  is  added  to  die  list  of  goods  (hereto- 
fore paying  goods  under  the  eonstruction  of  law  by 
this  department)  exempted  from  duty  by  the  deoi- 
sious  of  the  United  States  courts. 

Before  instrucUng  die  colleatot  to  tefukd  dutiea 
paid  under  protest  on  this  article,  I  have  thought  it 
proper,  as  in  former  cases,  to  submit  the  subject  for 
yoar  decision  and  sanction. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  re^ctfuUy, 
Yoqr  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  BARKER, 
Hon.  Lxvi  WooDBoar,  Comptroller. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Cdstom-hodsc,  New  Y^rk, 
December  18, 1840. 

Sia:  The  Messrs.  Woolsey  made  an  entry  of  re- 
fined sugar  to-day,  the  bouniy  on  which  will  be 
between  seventy  and  eighty  thousand  dollars,  if 
the  vessel  by  which  it  is  to  be  exported  has  suffi- 
cient capacity  lo  take  it  all. 

I  have  before  called  your  attention  to  the  im- 
portant fact  of  die  refiners  having  an  advantage  is 
this  respect  which  I  am  quite  sure  the  policy  of  the 
Oovemment  did  not  intend  to  confer,  though  Con- 
gres«,  by  its  legislation,  has  confened  it. 

To  illustrate  die  proposition,  I  will  make  be- 
low the  calculation  of  duty  on  100  pounds  of 
sagar  imported,  costing,  in  a  foreign  port,  four  and 
a  half  centp, 
100  pounds,  at  two  and  a  half  cents  per 

pound  duty,  f2  SO 

Deduct,  under  compromise  act,  forty  pn 

cent.  I  00 

1  SO 
Add  eight  per  eent.  on  coet,  tey  f4  SO,  36 

Actual  duty  on  100  pounds  brown  sugar,      fl  86 

The  bouniy,  or  drawback,  on  refined  sugar,  is 

five  cents  per  pound,  and  has  been  so  since  1899( 

t  which  lime  the  daty  on  importation  of -raw  sn- 

ar  was  three  cents  per  p«nnd,  or  direc  dollars  die  ■ 
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koadred  poands;  which  now  is  bat  (1  86  ihe  ban- 
died poands:  makinc  a  diffierenee  id  the  dnty,  be- 
tw««i  now  and  1839,  when  the  present  boaniy  wa< 
flted,  of  one  dollar  and  fonneen  eants  on  &  han- 
dled ponnds. 

The  qnandly  imported  into  Ihi;  district  the  three 
irst  qnarters  of  this  year  was  tbirty.s?7en  million 
sis  hondred  and  twelve  ihousaod  six  hnndred  and 
twenty-three  pvnnds,  (say  37,613,633  poondi;)  the 
difl^Knee  on  the  dviies  npos  which,  at  this  lime, 
eoatpued  with  the  daiy  in  1839,  wbrn  the  present 
bounty  was  increased,  amoDnis  to  $438,783  90. 

As  the  refiners  were  willing  to  do  business  apon 
the  basis  tiie  law  placed  that  business  in  1829,  it 
aceas  to  me  that  Congress  ought  now  to  interfere. 
Very  respeeifnily, 

Your  obedient  sf  rvant, 

J.  HOYT,  Colleclor. 
Hob.  LkTi  WooDBtrar, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

TaBiSDRT  DxPiaTMKNT, 

Jannary  7,  1B4I. 

Sia :  I  enelose,  for  the  eoD«ideration  of  yonr 
cemmittee,  the  copy  of  another  letter  Oom  the  col- 
■  lector  of  New  York,  concerning  the  large  and  un- 
expected amoant  of  drawbacks  paid  and  paying  at 
that  port.  Other  large  diawbaeks  of  this  Kind  are 
demattded  ai'Bostun  occasionally. 

Coupling  thcs«  payments  wiih  ethers  before  de- 
tailed to  the  eommitier,  for  refunding  dniies  under 
iceeut  judicial  decisions,  with  the  great  demands 
fur  fidiing  boundes,  the  debt  of  this  District,  the 
ccwns,  pensions,  Florida  wai,  &c.  (most  of  them 
referred  to  in  the  tenth  and  elcv«ntb  pages  of  my 
aaimal  report,)  and  I  do  not  tee  how  it  is  possible 
lo  preserre  the  pnblie  &iih  in  i^peet  lo  them,  and 
the  other  lane  current  expenses  of  an  ordinary 
character,  wTthont  the  additional  means  desiied  in 
that  report  to  be  furnished  at  an  early  diy. 

Aa  more  than  a  month  has  transpired  since  this 
was  first  desired  and  explained,  any  farther  delay 
will  place  the  Deparment  in  daily  jeopardy  of  not 
tteiag  able,  at  certain  points,  to  raise  available 
aiaeaas  sufficient  to  meet  the  public  engagemen's  at 
thoae  points. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  committee  will  ezeose 
■M  for  niging  the  speediest  action  pMsible  on  this 
uanomM  subject,    ftespectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBDRT. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hm.  Jom'W.  JoiteS, 

Chairman  of  Oommitiee  of  Ways  and  Meaos. 

CnsroM-HoDSB,  New  York,  Jan.  S,  1841. 
Sm:  I  am  glad  'to  learn  that  the  qaes<ion  of 
bounty  on  refined  sugsr  has  been  submitted  to  a 
c«maiiiiee  of  Congrese. 

We  paid  the  Meestv.  Woolsey  to-day  another 
boauty  of  over  f^.OOO;  and  one  will  matnre  in  a 
few  days  for  three  times  the  amount. 
Very  respeetfallj,  your  obedient  serrant, 

J.  HOYT,  Collector. 

HMI.  LmVI  VeODBDBT, 

Secretary  of  the  Tteasnry. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  CUSHINO,  in 
which  be  discussed  the  propriety  of  making  provi- 
■ioB  for  the  coming  Administration,  the  motion  for 
OMlring  the  bill  of  Mr.  Adavh  the  special  order 
for  the  37th  instant,  having  been  made,  the  yeas 
■ad  nays  were  demanded,  and,  being  ordered,  le- 
-Awhed  at  followt: 

YBAS— Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drews, AOerton,  Boardman,  Botis,  Brips,  Cal- 
ho«n.  Carter,  Casey,  Connor,  Crabb,  Cranston, 
Caabiiw,  Edward  Divies,  John  Daris,  Oarreit 
Davis,  Deberry,  Dellet,  Edwards,  Fillmore,  Oal- 
bimitb,  Orangcr,  Graves,  Ghinnell,  Hawes,  Hofi'- 
aaun,  James,  Jenifer,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  Kemp- 
sbaU,  Uneoln,  McKay,  Francis  Mallory,  Marvin, 
Mason,  Monroe,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Naylor,  Os- 
boTM,  Peck,  Pope,  Randall,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Rus- 
sell, Sahonsiall,  Sergeant,  Simonton,  Slade, 
Tnman  Smith,  Sianly,  Taliaferro,  Tillinghast, 
Telaad,  Tripletr,  Tramball,  Underwoo.1,  John 
White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams, 
Chriatojdier  B.  Waiiam?,  and  Wiathrop— 64. 

MAYS— Messrs.  Linn  Banks,  Black,  Siackwell, 
Bnvtter,  Aaton   Y.    Brown,    Burke,   Bynnm, 


John  Campbell,  Carr,  Chapman,  Clifford,  William 
R.  Cooper,  Crary,  Cros?,  Dana,  Diekerson,  Doan, 
Doig,  Eail,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fine,  Floyd,  Qarland, 
Goggin,  Graham,  Hand,  John  Ha&Uogs,  Hill  of 
Virginia,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Hubbard,  John  W. 
Jones,  Kills,  Leadbett^r,  Leonard,  Lucas,  Mere- 
dith Mallery,  Medill,  Pjynter,  PIckeos,  Reynolds, 
Rivee,  Edward  Rogers,  Samueb,  Shaw,  Strong, 
Sumter,  Philip  V.  liomv,  Jacob  Thompson, 
Yanderpoal,  Waiteraon,  and  Wise — 52. 

And  there  being  no  quorum, 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
TaoBSDAV,  January  14,1841. 

The  PRESIDENT  :>abmitud  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  (he  Treasury,  in  answer  to  the  follow- 
ing resolutiou  substitted  by  Mr.  Tallmibob  on  tie 
3tst  December  lasu 

Besolvid,  That  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  re* 
port  to  the  Senate  a  list  of  the  drafts  drawn  by  Ihe 
Treasury  Department,  or  by  its  order,  that — be- 
tween the  38  Ji  day  of  Febraary,  1839,  and  the  4lh 
day  of  July  last,  and  also  since  tlie  4ih  day  of  July 
last— .have  been  protested  for  non-payment,  or  that 
have  been  presented  for  payment,  and  remain  un- 
paid; exhibiting  in  a  tabular  form,  the  date  of  sach 
drai^,  the  names  of  ilie  payees,  the  names  and  of- 
fice of  the  drawees;  the  place  where  payable;  the 
lime  when  payable;  the  amount;  the  time  when 
presented,  and  tlie  time  when  protested. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  (o 
be  printed. 

Mc  ALLEN  presented  a  memorial  of  inhabi- 
tants of  Wood  county,  Ohio,  praying  th»  passage 
of  a  general  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  presented  a  memorial 
of  citizens  of  New  York  for  the  same  purpose. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  ci- 
lixens of  Wa'-hington  county,. New  York,  for  the 
same  purpose. 

These  memorials,  at  a  bill  had  already  been  re- 
ported in  concarrence  with  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners, were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr,  WHITE  presented  the  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  Indiana,  praying  the  establishment  a  mail 
route;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

RGSOLimONS  OF  TITE    OENERAt   ASSBMBIiY    OF 
AlJlBAMA  ADVERISE  TO  A  PROTECTTVB  TARIFF. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  the  following 
joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislainre  of  Alabama;, 
which  were  read: 

Preamble  and  Resoluiins  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  State  of  Alabama,  responsire  to  cer- 
tain resolutions  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  in 
favor  of  the  protective  po>icy. 
Certain  resolntions  of  the  Sta'e  of  Connecticut 
have  teen  eommnnicaied  by  the  Governor  of  this 
Stale  to  this  General  Assembly,  agreeably  to  a  re-, 
quest  contained  in  Raid  resolutions  wbich  exprers* 
sentiments  in  favor  of  what  they  designate  "the 
protective  policy  of  our  Government,"  and  contain 
a  request  to  the  Senators  and  Reprfsentatives  in 
Congress  from  said  State.<,  to  resist,  by  all  constitu- 
tional mean.",  every  attempt  to  destroy  or  impair 
said  policy,  and  to  nse  their  exertions  to  proenre 
Ae  passage  of  seeh  laws  as  will  effectually  protect 
the  labor  of  this  country  from  the  policy  and  legis- 
lation of  foreign  Governments;  the  said  resolu- 
tions further  signify,  that  it  is  the  w£^  of  oar  sister 
Stale  Id  obtain  from  us  an  expression  of  our  senti- 
ments on  Ihe  subject  to  which  her  said  resolutions 
relate. 

It  becomes  us  in  courtesy,  nuder  such  cii*enm- 
stance^  to  make  answers, which  we  proceed  respcct- 
f  ally  to  do,  as  follows: 

We  presume  we  properly  comprehend  Ihe  State 
of  Connecticut  as  inteading,  by  the  words  "protee- 
live  policy  of  our  Government,"  in  her  aforesaid 
resolntions,  a  protective  tarifl*;  an'tt  by  the  irordt 
'labor  of  this  country,"  the  mannfacturiug  labor  of 
this  country.  So  understanding  onr  sister  State, 
we  cannot  forbear  expressing  our  surprise  and  re- 
gret to  find  that  she  should  feel  it  inenmbcnt  on  her 
to  press  this  fruitful  source  of  discord  and  distrac- 
tion upon  the  attention  of  Alabama  and  the  South, 
at  this  time — two  years  in  advance  of  Ihe  ex- 
piration of  thai  "compromise"  which  has,  for  •  pe- 


riod, allsyed  the  fierce  and  angry  passions  to  which 
"ihe"  protective  policy  had  heretofore  given  rise. 
But  as  she  hat  thought  proper  to  eali  upon  us  for 
our  seniimeats  on  this  subject,  we  proceed  to 
give  them  fully  embodied  in  the  IbUowing  resolu- 
tions—the principles  of  which,  we  would  kindly, 
bat  firmly,  admoaish  our  sitter  Connecticut  that 
we  are  determined  to  maintain  at  evei7  hazard. 

Be  it  tharefere  resolved  naanimoosly,  by  the 
Sesate  and  House  of  RepreseBiativej  of  the  Skate 
of  Alabama  in  General  Acsembly  convened.  That 
the  Oovenmenl  of  Um  Oniied  States  was  esta- 
blished in  order  lo  form  a  more  perfect  unicm,  es- 
tablish jastiee,  insore  domestic  tranquillity,  provide 
for  Ihe  common  defence,  and  promote  the.  general 
welfare;  to,  and  among  the  several  separate  and 
sovereign  Slates  of  this  onion,  and  to  secure  the  hies 
unes  of  liberty  to  us  and  out  children  as  citizens  of 
said  Stales. 

Sic.  3.  Resolved  unaninaously,-  That  said  Go- 
vernment never  can  establish  justice,  insure  do- 
mestic tranqaillity,  or  promote  the  general  welfare 
of  this  widely  extended  Union,  and  the  divei«ified 
iaterests  and  pursuits  thereof,  esjteeially  in  view 
of  their  peculiar  relations  aforesaid,  by  eaasitng 
laws  to  fiistrF,  promote,  and  protect  the  industry 
and  occupations  of  one  portion  of  the  States  or 
people,  to  the  disparagement,  injury,  and  expense 
of  another. 

Sec  3.  Resolved  unanimously.  That  a  tariff  for 
the  protection  of  Buumfaetures  always  was,  and 
always  must  remain,  obnoxions  to  the  objections 
set  forth  in  Ihe  foregoing  resolution;  and  thai  con- 
seqnenily,  every  such  nteasnre  always  has  been, 
and  ever  will  be,  in  our  estimation,  uirwise,  ttsjust, 
and  i^tcons'itutioBal. 

Bxc  4.  Resolved  unanimously,  That  in  the^o- 
lemn  and  deliberate  opinion  of  this  General  As- 
sembly, a  successful  attempt  to  re  estahlish  the 
"protective  policy,"  while  it  cannot  fail  to  alienate 
die  feelings  of  ose  portion  of  our  happy  Union 
from  anotMr,  and  provoke  fierce  political  animosi- 
ties between  the  North  and  Ihe  South,  ukinutlely 
and  irresistibly  tends  to  a  dissolution  of  the  Federal 
compact  between  those  States,  and  that  in  view  of 
such  constqnenceS,  we  earnestly  and  affectionately 
Assnade  our  fCarthem  breOKrtn  from  any  such  at- 
tempt. 

-  Sec.  5.  Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  Go- 
vernor of  this  State  be  rrqoested  to  forward  a  copy 
of  the  foregoing  preamble  aad  resolutions  lo  the 
(Jovemor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  the 
Governors  of  each  of  the  other  Stales,  and  also 
copies  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives, 
Ihe  former  of  whom  are  instructed,  aad  the  latter 
requestrd,  to  u-e  all  honorable  and  pit)per  means 
lo  iOstain  the  principles  therein  set  forth. 

J.  L.  F.  GOTTRELL, 

President  of  the  Senate. 
R.  A.  BAKER, 
Speaker  of  Ihe  House  of  Representatives. 

The  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  American  Peace  Society  of 
praying  tlut  a  sptcial  joint  committee  of  Congress 
may  be  appoin'.ed  to  report  on  the  various  memo- 
rials.from  peace  societies  presented  at  Ihe  last  aad 
presNit  sessions  of  Congress. 

Mr.  O.  said  that  whilst  every  man  must  concur 
in  the  object  of  the  peUtioners,  every  one  must  see 
the  dcfiicaliy  atiending  it.  The  memorial  asks  for 
a  special  committee,  and  he  was  already  so  much 
involved  in  the  business  of  the  session,  that  he  was 
afraid  to  ask  for  it.  If  any  other  Senator,  how- 
ever, felt  a  disposition  lo  mske  the  motion,  he 
would  most  cheerfully  vote  for  it.  The  memorial 
wat  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  similar  iDeniorial> 
which  was  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner. 

Mr.  W.  al.10  presentM  a  memorial  from  citizens 
of  Albany  county,  N.  Y.  praying  for  the  passage  of 
a  bankrupt  law,  with  certain  designated  provisions; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  tbo  memorial  of  mer- 
chants and  other  citizens  of  New  York,  mnonsirat- 
ing  against  the  passsge  of  a  bankrupt  law  at  the 
present  se«siooi  which  was  ordered  <o  be  printed. 
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Mfi  W.  alto  prestMed  a  memoritl  from  manu- 
faemnn,  mcteliaBts,  meebanies,  and  other  persons 
of  New  Yotk,  presentiiig  in  detail  the  provisions  of 
a  baakmpt  law,  which  they  think  wonld  be  a  pro- 
per ene;  wbiefa  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordertd 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RUGOLES  pmented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Bveksporl,  liaine,  remoostratiDg  against  the 
repeal  of  ike  fishing  boimtiet  and  allowances;  which 
was  lead.  ■   ■ 

Bfr.  BENTON  gave  notice  that  in  a  few  days  he 
,  would  make  aa  efibrt  to  bring  this  qaeaijon  before 
(he  Senate,  when  he  woald  show  that  two-thirds  of 
these  fixhing  boimties  were  a  palpable  violaticm  of 
the  CoBstitatioii  of  the  United  States.  There  is  at 
present  before  Congress  a  proportion  to  borrow 
money  by  issuing  Treasary  notes,  a  portion  of 
which  mvst  go  to  the  payment  of  thrse  fishing 
bounties.  He  repeated  that  be  woa!d  condusirely 
demonstrate  that  to  the  amonnt  of  two-thirds  of 
these  allowaDces  they  were  a  'nakfd  boaniy  from 
the  Trsasary,  and  of  coarse  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  NORVBLl.  presented  a  memorial  (rum  the 
heirs  and  legal  reprMeniatives  of  the  Cherolier  de 
Bepentigny,  by  C.  E.  Violet,  their  attomej;  and  a 
memorial  fSrom  Agnes  Slacke.  The  former  me- 
morial claims  for  the  memorialists,  ciiiz;iis  of 
France,  joiotly  with  Agnes  Slacke,  of  Ireland,  a 
tract  of  land  at  the  Saalt  S:e.  Marie,  ia  theS.ate  of 
Michigan,  "six  leagues  on  the  porlagaby  six  leaeucs 
in  depth  on  the  rirpr  ttpwraUng  the  two  lakes."  This 
land  (said  Mr.  Nobtcll)  U  alleged  to  have  been 
granted  as  a  concession,  in  1750,  by  the  French 
Canadian  an'horities,  to  Captain  de  Bonne  aitd  the 
Chevalier  de  Bepentigny,  for  the  pnrpoce  of  esta- 
blishing thereon  a  seignory.  The  grant  is  farther 
slated  to  have  been  ratified  by  the  King  of  France 
in  1751.  Agnes  Slacke  derives  her  claim  to  a 
moiety  of  this  concession  from  sales  or  grants  made 
by  Captain  de  Bonne.  Mr.  Nokvell  said  ibat  he 
had  presented  these  memorials  by  rrquest.  He 
considered  them  as  important  to  the  claimants,  im- 
portant m  their  conseqaenoes  to  the  Slate  of  Michi- 
gan, and  important  to  the  United  States.  He 
thetcfore  moved  that  they  be  printed,  and,  with  the 
papen  which  aeeompanied  ihem,  referred  to  the 
Coamittee  on  Private  Land  Claims  He  would 
aak  the  particular  attention  of  that  committee  to 
Uie  snbjeet,  with  as  speedy  action  and  as  early  a 
decision  on  it  as  mght  be  consistent  with  their  con- 
Tenleace. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  molioa  by  Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  the  pe- 
tition and  papers  of  Joshua  Kennedy,  as  assignee 
of  Laorendine,  and  of  ihe  heirs  of  Joshua  Kenne- 
dy, now  on  file,  were  referred  to  tht  Committee  on 
I^rivate  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  HUNriNGTOn,  fivm  the  CommiUee  ou 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Huldah 
Tucker;  whieh  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  a  l»ll  for  the  relief  of  William  Rand; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  notlOB  by  Mr.  PRENTISS,  the  Committee 
on  Peaaiens,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Rohm  P.  Wainwright,  was  discharged  from  its 
further  conaderatipn,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

Mr.  PIERCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petitions  of  Richard  El- 
liot, of  Isaac  Hilton,  of  Catherine  Hbward,  a»hed 
to  be  diaeharged  from  the  further  consideraiion 
thereof;  whieh  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Colombia,  to  whieh  was  referred  the 
House  bill  making  temporary  provision  for  Inna- 
ties  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  the  same 
with  an  ameadicent. 

Mr^KINS,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  wUeh  was  referred  Ihe  bUI  foi  regulating  com- 
mercial fntereonrse  .between  the  port  of  Cayenne, 
in  the  colony  of  French  Ghiiaiu,  and  to  remit  cer- 
tain daiies;  and 

The  bill  aothorixiBg  Ae  BeeriHary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  refund  dntits  collected  on  the  French  ship 
Atanndie; 
(•potted  the  same  widiout  amendment. 

fSi.  LIMN,  flrom  the  Select  Committee  to  whieh 


was  referred  the  joint  resolution  to  authorize  the 
adoption  of  measures  for  Ihe  cccnpation  and  set- 
tlement of  the  Territory  of  Oiegon,  and  for  ex- 
taad'ag  certain  portions  of  the  lawi  of  the  Uoi'ed 
States  over  Ihe  same,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment.    ' 

The  joint  resolntion  directina;  the  transfer  to  the 
State  of  Mary  laud  of  the  stock  in  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal,  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
Uoiied  State;,  upon  certain  conditions,  was  then  ta- 
ken up. 

Mr.  MANQUMsaid,  as  this  matter  was  of  much 
imparlance  lothe  citizens  of  the  Di:jtrict,  who  had 
no  representative  here,  and  .as  a  remonstrance 
agaiist  the  passage  of  the  bill,  which  be  had  pre- 
sented some  diys  since,  had  not  yet  reinrned  ftom 
the  primer,  he  heped  ihe  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  would  be  postponed  for  a  few  days. 

Mr.  MERRICK  urged  the  immediate  action  of 
the  Senaie  ^s  necessary  to  enable  the  Legi«!atare  of 
Maryland,  who  had  the  subject  at  this  moment  un- 
der consideration,  to  enable  ihem  to  act  under- 
siandiogly.  Tbe  stock  at  present  was  of  no  value, 
and  Congress  having  in  their  wifdom  delermineJ 
to  make  no  farther  appropriations  to  complete  the 
work,  their  holding  on  to  the  stock  only  operated 
to  deler  Maryland  from  makini;  efforts  to  complete 
the  canal  to  Camberland.  As  to  the  memorial  of 
tbe  corporate  auihorities  of  Wasbington,  it  was 
only  remonstrating  agaioSt  the  United  Stales  dis- 
posing of  their  own  property,  with  which  they 
had  no  more  right  to  interfere  ihan  ihe  citizens  of 
any  other  portions  of  the  Republic. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  several  years  since  he  had 
inlrodoced  a  bill,  somewhat  similar  to  that  now 
pending  for  the  relinqeishment  of  our  stock  in  the 
CStesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  lo  ihe  State  of  Mary- 
land. He  had  done  this  after  a  conference  with  a 
disiingaished  patriot,  [Qovernor  Kbmt,]  then  a 
Senator  from  Mar)  land,  but  now  called  to  a 
higher  and  better  world.  At  that  time,  he  ( Mr. 
Walkxb)  had  called  upon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  repnrt  what  dividends  the  Qoveroment 
or  tbe  United  States  had  received  from  its  stock  in 
all  these  canals,  namely,  this  canal,  tbe  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal,  the  Dismal  Svamp 
Canal,  and  the  Ohio  Canal  at  Louisville.  The  re- 
port then  made  showed  that  these  stocks,  with  the 
exception  of  the  last,  had  never  yielded  any  divi- 
dend; that  .they  had  no  market  price,  and  in  all 
probability  never  would  yield  any  dividend,  espe- 
cially this  slock  ia  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal. 
Under  Iheie  circumstances,  Mr.  Walker  said  he 
was  in  fa vur  of  dissolving  this  unprofitable  part- 
nership between  this  Qovernment  and  this  com- 
pany, by  ihe  surrender  of  this  stock  to  the  State  of 
Maryland.  Mr.  Wilkes  said  whoever  would 
read  the  early  debates  and  reports  on  this  subject 
in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  could  not  fail  to  ob- 
serve, that  this  Qoveroment  had  originally  intended 
10  proceed,  port  paitu  with  tbe  State  of  Maryland, 
in  subscriptions  to  this  canal,  considering  it  as  a 
great  national  woik,  terminating  in  this  District. 
This  design  was  now  abandoned,  most  happily,  t»- 
geiher  with  the  whole  internal  improvement  sys- 
tem by  Congress;  bur,  in  the  mean  time,  the 
Stale  of  Maryland,  relying  on  the  continued  co- 
operation of  Uiis  Government  in  the  construction 
of  this  canal,  had  proceeded  and  expended  enor- 
mous sums  towardis  the  completion  of  this  great 
work;  and  whilit  he  (Mr.  W^LiCEa)  would  not, 
even  ander  these  circumstances,  voe  to  appropri- 
ate more  money  to  this  or  any  ether  similar  ob- 
ject of  internal  improvement  by  this  Oovernment, 
vet  he  thoDghl  it  a  mere  act  of  jas'ice  to  surrender 
this  stock,  (not  without  an  equivalent,)  but  for  the 
full  equivalent  provided  in  this  bill,  namely:  tbe 
n.'e  of  this  canal  forever,  free  of  all  toll,  for  tha 
transportation  of  the  troops  and  munitions  of  war 
of  this  Government;  and  upon  similar  terms  Mr. 
Walkbr  was  willing  to  surrender  to  the  Statet  in 
which  they  were  located,  all  the  stock  he'd  by  this 
Government  in  all  other  canals,  and  ihns  to  com- 
plete tbe  divorce  between  this  Government  and  the 
whole  internal  improvement  system.  In  telation 
to  the  stock  held  by  this  Government  in  the  Lou- 
isville canal,  Mr.  WiuiEa  desired  to  cede  oar 
atock  in  that  canal  to  the  Stale  cf  Kentucky,  so  as 
to  be  made  auxiliary  to  tha  great  ebject  of  ren-« 


dering  that  canal  free  of  all  toll,  and  thus  re- 
move Ibat  heavy  taxation  which  was  now  im- 
posed on  those  who  travelled  or  traiuported 
products  on  tbe  Ohio  river.  In  relation  to  the  op- 
position en  the  part  of  this  eiiy  to  -  this  transfer, 
Mr.  W.  said  be  regretted  iL  Tbe  completion  of 
this  canal  by  Maryland  would  be  of  vast  import, 
ance  to  ihis  city,  and  she  ooght  to  support  this  bill 
as  facilitating  tbe  completioa  of  this  work;  and  as 
to  the  idea  that  Maryland  might,  by  obtaining  tbe 
control  of  this  slock,  abandoii  the  canal  lo  this  city, 
by  carrying  the  canal  from  a  point  out  of  ihis  Disr 
irict  to  Baltimore,  it  was  delusive.  Now,  Mr. 
.  W.  said,  a  survey  for  Maryland,  by  the  accom- 
plished head  of  our  TopograpbiciU  Bureau,  had 
been  made,  by  which  it  was  demonstrated  that  all 
other  routes  for  a  cross  cnt  from  this  canal  to  Balti- 
more had  been  found  impracticable,  except  through 
this  city.  Mr.  W.  said  that  this  bill  had  passed 
the  Senate  at  the  last  session  by  a  large  majority, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  now  be  permitted  to  pass 
without  delay. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY  by  AIabaaia,'thi 
for  taking  op  the  special  order  having  arrive 
joint  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

rERM.A.NE^T  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  LAW. 

Tbe  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre  emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same, 
and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being  the  special  «r- 
der  of  the  day,  was  taken  np,  the  question  being 
on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Calhoun  to  tbe 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill  made  by  Mr.  Cbittbn- 

DEN. 

Mr.  SEVIER  addressed  the  Senaie  at  length  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Cal- 
HODir,  and  of  tbe  original  bill,  and  in  opposition  to 
the  subitituie  propo<«d  by  Mr.  Cbittkmdbn. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  followed  in  oppoiitioD 
to  Mr.  Calbodh's  amendment,  and  spoke  for 
about  an  hour,  wheo,  without  concluding,  he  yleM- 
ed  to  a  motion  forsdjoumment. 

And  the  Senate  then  adj^nmed. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
THoaaoAT,  January- 14,  1841. 

After  the  journal  had  been  read, 

Tte  SPEAKER  stated  ihat  the  first  business  in 
order  was  the  hioiion  of  Mr.  Adams  to  make  House 
bill  No.  311,  providing  for  a  duty  on 

FOREIGN  MANOFACTUBrBD  SILK, 
the  special.order  of  the  day  for  the  27th  itulan 
(The  qnestinn  on  thi^  motion  had  been  put  on  laa 
evening,  bat  no  quorum  voted.) 

Mr.  ADAMS  moced  a  call  of  the  House,  bn 
there  was  no  second. 

The  question  then  being  on  th:  motion  to  make 
Ihe  bill  tbe  tpecial  order, 

Mr.  THOMPSON  asked  for  the  reading  of  tke 
bill,  and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  WISE  desired  to  know  if  it  would  require 
two-thirds  to  make  it  the  ^pecial  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would.  .    . 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Ai>iMi,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Andrews,  Baker,  Bar- 
nard, Beatty,  Boardman,  Bond,  Brigs;s,  Brockway, 
Calhoun,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Caaey, 
Cbiun,  Chittenden,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Curtis, 
Gushing,  Edward  Davies,  John  Davis,  John  W. 
Davis,  Garrett  Davit*,  Deberiy,  Dellet,  Doe,  Ed- 
wards, Everett,  Fillmore,  Fornaoce,  Galbraith, 
Gates,  Qeotry,  Gerry,  Goode,  Granger,  Green, 
Hall,  Henry.  Charles  Johnston,  Lane,  Lincoln, 
McCarty,  McClure,  McCulloch,  McBjiy,  Francis 
Mallory,  Mason,  Moote,  Morrow,  Oiborne,  Par- 
menter,  Paynter,  Feck,  Randall,  Rariden,  Reed, 
bidgway,  Edward  Rogers,  Russell,  Saltaaslal<,  Ser- 
geant, Simonion,  John  Smith,  Trumaa  Smith, 
Stanly,  Stuart,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tiilinghast, 
Toland,  Trumbull,  David  D.  Wagener,  Peter  J. 
Wagner,  John  Whit^  Lewis  Williams,  Ji^ph 
L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Win. 
throp,  and  John  T.  H.  Worihington 78. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alfcrd,  Atherton,  Banks,  Black- 
well,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Bnrke,  Sampson  H. 
Butler,  John  Campbell,  Carr,  Carroll,  Chapman, 
Clifford,  William  R.  Cooper,-Cr»ry,  Dana,  Daw- 
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ton,  Oickenon,  Ooue,  Dmagoole,  Bui,  Batt- 
mui,  Fise,  Fister,  Qartaad,  Goggio,  Oriffin, 
Humaond,  Jobo  Hastings,  Hawkins,  Hill  of  Va. 
^obbar  J,  JameeoD,  Cave  Johnson,  Kille,Leoiurd, 
I«weU,  Loeas,  MeClellan,  Marebaod,  Medill, 
BCiller,  Mon'gomery,  Nisbet,  Parrieh,  Pickens, 
JBeynolds,  Rbett,  Rires,  James  Rogers,  Samaels, 
Shaw,  Sbepard,  Thomas  Smilb,  Sieeniod,  Strong, 
fiwenejr,  Tabalenro,  Fbilip  F.  Thomas,  Jacob 
Thompson,  Vandarpoel,  Watterson,  Welter,  Jared 
W.  Williams,  and  Wise— 65. 

So  there  not  being  iwo-ihiids,  ike  motion  was 
not  agreed  to. 

The  report  of  ihe  Cemmittee  of  Elections  rela- 
tive to  the 

I^NNSTLVANtA  CONTBaTED  ELECTION, 

(hm  eoming  ap  as  the  special  order,  and  Mr.  Nir- 
lor  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 

Mr.  RIVB8,  chairman  of  ihe  Committee  of 
Beelioas,  asked  the  ^nileman  from  PenniiyWania 
to  give  way  a  moment  in  order  to  afford  him  f  Mr. 
B.)  an  Opportunity  of  renewing  the  followiDii;  motion 
iaetreetoally  made  some  days  ago  by  (he  former 
dbainnan  ofthat  commiitee,  Mr.  CiMi>BELL: 

Kit^ted,  That  the  SpstKEB  of  this  House  be  re- 
qnesfed  to  issne  a  niipena  ducts  tecum  to  Samuel 
Hart,esq.  prolboaoiary  of  the  court  of  common 
piras  for  the  ciiy  aod  county  of  Phi'adelphia,  di- 
reeling  the  said  Samuel  Hari,  etq-  te  appear  per- 
sonally, or  by  deputy,  before  (his  Houi^e.ai  one 
oUodr,  p.  m.  on  Moudsy  ihe  16th  in3iant,vrith  the 
election  ■einms  and  other  pipers  on  file  in  his  of- 
fiee,  teluitof  to  the  Congremional  election  in  the 
Third  Congressional  District  in  the  State  of  Pean- 
sylTania  in  1838,  there  to  be  examioed  in  evidence 
telheeaaeofconiejted  election  now  pending' be- 
tween C.  J.  Imocbsoll  and  CniRLES  Natlor,  from 
the  said  Congressional  district. 

Mr.  STANLY  objected  to  the  floor  being  given  ' 
by  Mr.  Katlob. 

Mr.  RIVES  hoped  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  would  not  objrct,  as  it  was  important  that 
(be  papers  required  by  the  resolution  should  be  had 
in  season. 

Mr.  STANLY  persisted. 

[It  will  be  recollected  that  it  was  Mr.  Campeill, 
of  South  Carolina  die  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Eleeiioof,  at  the  last  session,  who,  a  few  days 
ago,  attempted,  on  two  occasions,  to  introduce  the 
above  resolution,  Mr.  C.  being,  as  we  are  inform" 
td,  in  lavor  of  the  majority  report.  Both  limes  ob- 
jection was  made  by  Messrs.  STA^xr,  Williams, 
and  other  opposition  members,  who,  it  appears, 
have  no  desire  that  Hart  should  appear  with  the 
election  returns,  alibough  they  weie  called  for  by 
Mr.  Campbcll,  who,  it  apprars,  is  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Natlor.  If  the  Wdigs  objected  lo  the  motion  of 
one  in/osor  of  the  majority  report,  it  was  hardly 
to  be  ezpcctrd  they  would  give  way  lo  the  motion 
when  made  by  a  signer  of  the  minority  report  ] 

Mr.  NAYLOR  said  he  had  not  the  slightest  ob- 
jection to  the  passage  of  that  resolution;  bnt  inas- 
much as  the  House  had  twice  refused  to  entertain 
it,  be  did  not  deem  it  very  respectful  to  again 
press  it. 

Mr.  RIVES  explained  that  it  was  a  mistake  to 
say  that  any  vote  bad  been  taken  on  the  resolution, 
fbr  it  had  not  yet  been  received. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  persisted  in  hb  refusal,  and  was 
about  to  proceed,  when 

Air.  JONES  of  Virginia  hoped  the  gentleman 
wonld  yield  We  floor  for  one  moment  only,  just  to 
enable  bim  lo  move  tbat  the  Treasury  note  bll  be 
made  the  special  order  for  Monday  next.  Mr.  J. 
observed  ihst  the  coRd  lioa  of  the  Trpasnry  was 
one  which  required  immediate  relief.  Toe  motion 
would  take  but  a  mrmeni;  and  be  trusted  the  gen- 
tleman would  pprm'tii  toba  made. 

lld>.  NAYLOR  said  if  he  gave  way  for  one,  be 
must  for  a  dtzsn;  so  be  must  decltoe. 

Mr.  N.  then  proceeded  with  his  rema.iki  in  an- 
swer to  Mr.  IliaKBSOLL. 

After  speaking  until  after  three  o'dock,  Mr.  N. 
eoncladed,  and  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  GREEN  of  Kentucky  then  asked  leave  to 
(ubmit  ihefotlowiDg  retiolaiioo: 

Assolwd,  That   the  Committee   of  Ways   acd 

Means    be   instroc.ed    to   inquire    into    the   ex- 

ttiisncy  and  necessity  of  laying  such  duiifs,  for 


the  ptirposes  of  revenae,  upon  wines  and  silks,  and 
twA  other  articles  of  Inzory  imported  into  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  will  meet  the  necessary  expenditures 
of  the  Government,  and  pay  off  the  debt  alwady 
incurred  by  the  issne  of  Treasury  notes,  and  all 
such  other  debts  as  may  be  owing  by  the  Oovenv- 
ment  of  the  United  State.';  and  that  said  commtuee 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  lo  adjoan;  bnt, 
after  some  conversation,  the  motion'  was  with 
drawn. 

The  question  then  being  en  the  jesolntion  of  Mr. 
GaxEM, 

Objection  was  made  to  iis  reception;  whereupon, 

Mr.  GREEN  moved  a  stispetsion  of  the  rules, 
and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nayr;  which  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  .WISE  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He  de- 
sired to  know  if  the  gentleman  from  Pennsytvania 
[Mr.  NatlobI  wa<  not  entitled  to  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  him  (hat  Mr.  N.  bad 
concluded  his  remarks. 

Mr.  RrVES  presumed  that  the  consideration  of 
the  contested  election  case  would  eltll  go  on  as  the 
special  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  certainly  It  would,  and  the 
other  claimant  (Mr.  iNOBBSOLb)  was  entitled  to  lbs 
floor;  the  resolution  of  ihe  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, therefore,  could  only  be  entertained  by  a 
suspemion  of  the  roles. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  Wished  lo  {oquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  whether  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  for 
impaoing  a  duty  on  foieign  silks,  did  not  cover  thM 
recoluiion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  replied  that  it  would  cover  only  a 
part  of  -the  resolatioo,  namely,  so  far  as  related  lo 
silks. 

The  SPEAKER  had  observed  that  it  was  not 
in  order  to  de^ale  that  qaestion. 

Mr.  WISE  did  not  wish  to  speak  out  of  order, 
bnt  would  merely  observe,  that  alihoogh  the  bSl  re- 
potted from  the  Committee  on  Mannfaeinrea  re- 
ferred only  to  silks,  yet  it  was  open  to  amend- 
ment and  might  thus  be  made  to  cover  Ihe  whole 
ground. 

The  qaestion  on  the  motion  lo  suspend  the  rules 
was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drews, Baker,  Baruard,  Boardman,  Bond,  Bot's, 
Briggs,  Brockway,  Calhoun,  William  B.  Camp- 
bell, Carroll,  Carter,  Casey,  Chittenden,  Crabb, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Caching,  Edward  Da- 
vie', John  Davis,  Garrett  Dav.'s,  Edwards,  Eve- 
rett, Fillmore,  Fornaoce,  Galbraith,  Gales,  Goode, 
Granger,  Graves,  Green,  Grinnell,  Habers-ham, 
Hawes,  Henry,  Hoffman,  James,  Charles  Johnston, 
Kempbhall,  King,  Lane,  Leet,  Lincoln,  McCnl- 
loch,  Marvin,  Mason,  Monroe,  Morgan,  Morrow, 
Naylor,  Osboine,  Palen,  Peck,  Randall,  Rayner, 
Re^,  Ridgway,  Rossell,  Saltoosiail,  Sergeant, 
Simontoo,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Sianly,  Stuart, 
John  B.  Thompson,  Tillioghasf,  Toland,  Triplett, 
Trnmbnll,  Underwood,  Warren,  John  While, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  and  Win- 
throp— 80. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alford,.  Atberton.  Banks, 
Beaity,  Black,  Blackwell,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
Burke,  Sampson  li.  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  By- 
DoiD,  Carr,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Cules,  Connor, 
William  R.  Cooper,  Crary,  Cross,  Dana,  John 
W.  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dickerson,  Doan, 
Doig,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fine,-  Fl'iyd,  Uogsin, 
Giaham,  Griffin,  Hammond,  John  Hastings,  Hill 
of  Viiginia,  Holmes,  Hopkina,  Hubbard,  Jameson, 
Juse.lh  Johnson,  Cave  JohnEon,  John  W.  Jone.«, 
Kcim,  Killc,  Leadbeiter,  Leonard,  Ljwell,  Lucas, 
MeClellan,  McCluie,  McKay,  Franm  Malloiy, 
Maicband,  Medill,  Montanya,  Samuel  W.  Morris, 
Newhard,  Nsbei,  Parmenter,  Pickens,  Prentiss, 
Reynolds,  Riv«8,  Edcard  Roger.°,  James  Rogers, 
Samaelr;  Siiaw,  Sbepard,  Thuaias  Smi'b,  Stark- 
weather, Sleenrod,  Strong,  Sumter,  Tiliafcrro, 
Franci<  Tbonia;,  Pnilip  F.  Thomas,  Jacob  Thomp- 
fOD,  T.irney,  Vanderpoel,  David  D.  Wagener, 
Weller,  and  Wise— 86. 

So  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Ml.  J0NE9  of  Virginia,  tbei)  asked  the  permis- 


sion of  Mr.  ItracRsoLL  to  permit  him  to  ofler  » 
reaolntioD,  making  the  Tleuuiy  nott  bill  the  spe- 
cial order  for  Monday  next,  and  for  each  stueeed- 
log  day  nntil  it  shall  be  finally  disposed  of. 

And  Mr.  I  If  GER80LL  assenting, 

Mr.  JONES  submitted  the  motion. 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved  to  amend  the  motioa  as 

firfloWE!  , 

That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Stalb 
the  Union  be  diseharged  from  Ihe  further  conside- 
ration of  Ihe  bill  in  relation  to  Treasory  notes, 
and  that  the  subject  of  mtfciug  provision  for  flie 
wants  of  the  Treasury  be  referred  back  to  the 
Commiitee  of  Ways  and  Means  with  instmetions— 

I.  To  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 
oftbe  Treasury  to  borrow  ten  millions  of  doUarsoa 
the  credit  of  the  Government,  and  to  issue  bonds 
er  sctip  ifaerefor. 

S.  1%)  bring  in  a  bill  imposing  nddittoBal  reve- 
nue on  wines,  silks,  linens,  spioes,  and  other  arti- 
cles, being  luxuries,  imported  into  the  Uoited  Stales, 
bnt  in  such  manner  as  not  to  conflict  with  the 
principles,  p)licy,  and  spirit  of  the  act  of  3d 
March,  1833,  contmonly  called  the  •'compro- 
mke  act." 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  Ihe  amendment 
could  not  be  received,  as  a  motion  to  make  a  bill 
the  special  order  did  itot  open  the  metils  of  such 
bill. 

Mr.  BARNARD  dissenlel  from  the  opinieB  •( 
the  Cbaib,  but  did  not  appeal  from  the  decision. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  then  demanded  the  yew 
and  nays  on  his  motion,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DAWSON  wished  to  inquire  of  the  chair- 
man of  Ihe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
whether  the  money  required  by  the  Treasmry  Note 
bill  was  warned  for  immediate  use. 

Mr.  JONES  replied  that  a  considerable  propor- 
tion of  the  ninney  would  be  required  to  meet  de- 
mands upon  the  Treasury  during  the  first  qoaiter 
of  the  present  year.  A  large  portion  was  alto  re- 
quired to  pay  pensions  which  would  fall  dne  after 
the  4tfa  of  March.  Likewise  to  meetother  demands 
which  would  fall  due  between  this  time  and  that 
period. 

In  reply  to  a  further  question  ',by  Mr.  Dawsow, 
Mr.  JONES  observed  that  it  was  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Bleans  to  make  provision 
for  all  the  wants  of  the  Government  during  the 
present  year  up  to  the  first  of  January  next.  And 
for  himself,  judging  from  the  repsrt  of  the  Secre- 
tary, he  believed  that  the  means  for  the  year  would 
be  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenditures.  But,  owing 
lo  the  inequality  of  receipts  and  expenditures  at 
different  portions  of  the  year,  it  was  essentially  nc- 
cassary  ibat  a  temporary  provision  should  be  made 
to  enable  the  Treasury  to  meet  demands  npon  it 
daring  (he  present  quarter,  and  to  transport  money 
to  remote  quarters  where  it  would  b«  immediately 
required  after  the  adjonrnment  of  Congress. 

Mr.  BARNARD  wished  to  know  what  was  the 
motion  before  ibe  House. 

llie  SPEAKER  said  it  was  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Joiras]  to  make  the 
Treasury  note  bill  the  special  arder  for  Monday 
next,  which  motion  would  requite  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds. 

After  some  debate  of  a  conversational  character 
between  Meters.  BARNARD,  BRIGGS,  and 
others,  the  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Jones,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 
by  yea?  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  John  W.  Allen,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Barnard,  Beaity,  Black,  Blackwell,  Boyd, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Bnrke,  Sampson  H.  Butler, 
Wm.  0.  Bnller,  Bynum,  Joha  Campbell,  Carr, 
Cairoll,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, William  R.  Cooper,  Crary,  Cross,  Dana, 
John  Davis,  John  W.  Divis,  Dawson,  Dickerson, 
Doao,  Doig,  Duncan,  Earl,  Ei<stnian,  Ely,  Fill- 
more, Pine,  Floyd,  Fornance,  Galbrailh,  Garland, 
Griffin,  Grinnell,  Habersham,  Hammond,  Hand, 
John  Hastings,  Hawe*,  Hawkins,  Hoffman, 
Holmes,  Hopkins,  Hubbard,  Jameson,  Jenifer, 
Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kille, 
King,  Leadbetter,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lowell,  Luca?, 
MeClellan,  McCiure,  McCulloch,  McKay,  Mar- 
chand,  Marvin,  Medill,  Miller,  Monroe,  Mon- 
tanya, Mwgan,  Samuel  W.  Itforris,  Newbard, 
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Osboino.  Ptrmenter,  Peclr.  Pickens,  P««uts,  ^jy- 
nolds,  Biree,  Edward  Ko»w,  ^mes  Rogers.  Sal- 
tonsiil,  Samuel.,  Sha»,  aepard,  Thomas  Sailb, 
Staikweather,  Steenrod,  Strong,  Swan,  Sumter, 
FniMia  Thomas,  Philip  P.  Thomas,  Jacob  Thomp- 
BOB,  John  B.  Thompson,  Torney,  Vanderpoel, 
David  D.  Wagener,  Weller,  Henry  Williams, 
Lewis  Williams,  Winthrop,  and  Wise-^OS. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alford.  Andrewn, 
Baker,  Boardman,  Batts,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Cal- 
boan,  Carter,  Chitieoden,  Crabb,  Cranston^  Cash- 
ing, Edward  Davies,  Oarrtu  Daris,  Deberry,  Ed- 
wards, Ererett,  Goggin,  Graham,  QtaTes,  Green, 
Hetay,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Jamrs,  Charles  John- 
ston, Kempshall,  Lane,  Lincoln,  Francis  Mallory, 
Morrow,  Naylor,  Palen,  Randall,  Riyner,  Reed, 
Ridgway,  Russell,  Simonton,  SUde,  Stanly,  Taliar 
lerro,  TillinghaM,  Toland,  Triplett,  Underwood, 
Warren.  John  While,  and  Thomas  W.  Wil- 
liams—53. 

lifi.  BARNARD,  from  the  Commitiea  ob  the 
JadieiUT,  on  leave,  reported  a  bill  lo  establish  a 

UXHFORM  SYSTEM  OF  BANKRUPTCY 
Ihroaghont  the  United  Stales;   which   was  read 
twice,  letered  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  State  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BARNARD  ihes  mored  that  the  bill  be 
made  the  special  order  for  this  day  fortitigbs  pcnd- 
ing  which  motion. 

The  Hooaa  adjounied. 

IN  SENATE, 
PaiDiT,  Jaoaary  15,  1641. 
'  Mr.fBUNTlNGTON  presented  the  credentials 
of  the  Hon.  THOS.  CLAYTON,  appointed  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  States  of  Delaware  a  Senator 
fiom  that  Slate  for  six  yean  from  the  4ih  of  March 
nexi;  which  were  read,  and  placed  on  file. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  the  credentials  of 
the  Hon.  RICHARD  H.  BAYARD,  appomted  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware  a  Sena- 
tor from  that  State  for  tiz  years  from  the  4ih  of 
March,  1839,  which  were  read,  and  placed  on 
file. 

Mr.  TOUNG  presented  joint  resolotions  firom 
the  Legislatore  of  Illinois,  praying  legislative  ae- 
lion  by  Congress  in  regard  to  the  remission  of  du- 
ties on  railroad  iron  imported  by  that  Siatei  which 
were  referred  tothe  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  the  memorial  of  Al- 
den  Partridge,  praying  the  abolition  of  the  Uiliuiy 
Academy  at  West  Point;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  OA  Military  Affairs,  aad  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Hr.  H.  also  presented  another  memorial  from  the 
same  gentleman,  proposing  a  plan  of  national  edu- 
cation, to  be  supported  by  a  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ems of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  for  that  pur- 
poee;  which  was  refened  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Fablie  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.' 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
American  Peace  Society;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  W.  alw  presented  ihe  memorial  of  John  M. 
Moody  and  Jerome  Loring;  which  was  laid  on  the 
Ubie. 

Mr.  WALL  iwescnted  a  memorial  of  elti- 
zetts  of  New  York,  praying  the  passsge  of  a  gene- 
ral bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens 9f  St.  Louis,  praying  the  pastage  of  a  general 
bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  B.alsopresentedamemorialof  uerchsntsand 
mechanics,  asking,  if  CongrcM  deem  it  necessary  to 
pass  a  bankrupt  law,  that  banks  and  other  money 
incorporaiioss  may  be  included  therein. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  two  memorials  of  mer- 
chants, manufacturers,,  and  others,  desigaaiing 
certain  provisioBs  which  they  deem  important  to 
be  incorporated  in  any  bankrupt  law  that  may  be 
passed. 

These  memorials  were  all  ordered  to  be  prittled, 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Sir.  ROBINSON,  the  petition 
nod  papers  of  Peters,  Moore  and  Cempany,  now 
on  ftle,  were  refened  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

On  inbtioa  by  Mr.  DIXON  the  petiUoR  and  pv 


pcrs  of  Caleb  Mitchell  were  permitted  to  be  witk- 
drawn  from  the  filet,  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  {tern  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  D.  O.  Skin- 
ner; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  petition  of  M. 
M.  Q,nackenbo3s,  now  on  file,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Jodicbry;  and  the  petition  of 
Enoch  Hidden  was  referred  to  the  Commitiee  on 
N«Tal  Afiairs. 

Mr.  PULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Landr,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief cf  Samael  Norris  and  Frederick  Saujtraim  of 
Arkansas,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  land  offices  in  Indiana 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  a  tUrd  tinie,  and 
passed. 

UNIFORM  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  CRITTENDBN  moved  that  the  Senate  now 
take  ap  the  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of 
bankruptey. 

Mr.  KINO  asked  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky  whether  be  made  the  motion  for  the  pur- 
dose  of  stibmittingan  amendment  to  the  bill,  or  for 
the  purpose  of  diseii»ion  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  replied,  that  the  laUer  was 
his  object,  and  he  called  for  the  ayes  aad  noes  on 
the  motion. 

Mr.  BBNTC^  Uii  he  considered  this  a  motion 
which  would  go  to  .the  destruction  of  the  pre-emp- 
tion bill,  ano  if  it  were  adopted;  he  should  eansider 
the  pre-emption  bill  roted  down  for  this  session. 
The  adoption  of  a  motion  of  that  magnitude,  at 
this  short  sefssioa,  would  be  equivalent  to  a  deela- 
ra'ion  that  the  Senate  would  not  again  touch  the 
pre-emption  bill  this  senion,  and  therefor*  he 
ahMld  vote  against  ii. 

Mr.  WALKER  was  not  willing  that  aay  Sena- 
tor, whether  friend  or  foe,  should  create  an  issue 
for  him,  or  dictate  bis  conrse  here  on  this  snbjrcL 
He  was  in  favor  of  a  pre-emption  laW;  he  was  also 
in  favor  of  the  cession  bit);  bat  much  as  he  favored 
both,  he  knew  there  was  no  bill  ever  introduced 
into  this  body,  in  regard  to  a  speedy  action  on 
which  his  consiitneais  were  so  unanimous,  as  on 
the  bankrupt  bill.  In  the  Suit  of  Missia- 
sippi,  alt  (MUties,  Whigs  and  Democrats,  credi- 
tors as  well  as  debtors,  solvent  or  insolvent, 
were  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  l>ank- 
rupt  bill.  If  there  was  a  single  individual  there 
that  was  opposed  to  it,  he  had  not  the  honor  of  his 
acquaintance.  Under  these  circnmsiances,  be 
theald  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  vote  to  take  up  the 
bankrupt  bill;  and  he  would  go  f^nher,  and  say 
that  if  either  the  pre-emption  bill  or  the  bankrupt 
bill  was  to  be  delayed  in  i«  parage  for  want  of 
tioie  at  the  present  session,  he  should  utidoubledly 
prefer  that  the  former  should  be  delayed  rather  than 
th*  latter,  for  there  was  more  unanimity  in  his 
Stafe  in  favor  of  speedy  action  upon  the  latter,  and 
more  earnestness  about  its  immediate  passage;  and 
for  this  reason  he  should  vote  for  its  being  taken 
up.  As  the  ayes  and  noes  bad  been  called  on 
fbe  motion  made  for  that  purpose,  he  had  thonght 
it  proper  to  make  these  remarks. 

Mr  KING  was  sarprised  at  the  course  taken 
in  regard  to  the  bill  which  bad  been  to  long  under 
discussion;  if  the  moiioa  now  made  should  prevail, 
it  would  prevent  Baal  action  on  the  pre-emption 
bill,  althoogh  it  had  been  discos»ed  day  after  day, 
for  so  many  days,  and  the  discussion  was  now 
coming  to  a  do&e.  And  yet  when  the  bill  was  in 
that  stage,  a  new  subject  was  urged  upon  the  Se- 
nate, which  could  not  be  passed  at  the  present  ses- 
sion wiihont  a  dif'cnssion  of  some  oays.  Were 
Senatrrs  then,  in  this  state  of  aSairfi,  in  favor  of 
throwing  atide  a  measure  already  matured  for 
final  actioii,'and  every  thingelre,  for  a  bill  which 
would  engage  ihrir  attention  so  long? 

Mr.  WALKER.  Yes,  I  am;  fur  the  Bank- 
rupt bill  having  passed  at  the  last  session  through 
the  Senate,  after  several  mondis*  debate,  might  now 
be  carried  immediately  through  this  body,  and 
produce  no  injurious  deliiy  as  to  the  pre  emption 
bUI. 

Mr.  KINO  observed,  ihe  Senate  had  taken  up 
a  subject  of  great  imporunce;  it  had  been  discussed 
with  tliecalmitcfs  and  with  the  minaieaess  wUph 


its  imponanes  required;  and  now,  at  the  close  of 
the  disoBssion,  it  was  to  be  thrown  aside,  and  final 
action  was  to  be  avoided,  that  they  might  take  up 
anodier  subject  that  would  consume  moob  of  the 
rtmaining  time  of  the  eession.  If  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi  was  friendly,  as  he  said  he  was, 
to  both  these  measures,  he  (Mr.  Kiira)  sboald  can- 
oeive  he  would  first  pass  one  of  them,  take  up  the 
oihtr,  and  pasj  that  too  as  soon  as  possible;  but 
the  course  porsufd  by  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
aippi  would  appear  to  betray  but  little  friendship 
for  the  pre-emption  bill,  if,  by  voting  for  the  motion, 
of  the  Sinator  from  Kentucky,  he  should  give  it 
the  go-by. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  he  intended  to  give  what  be. 
knew  would  be  the  vote  of  hii  constituents,  if  ibagr 
were  on  that  floor;  and  notwi  hstanding  thesnrprisa 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Alabama,  he  should 
persist  in  his  intention  to  vote  for  taking  np  the 
bankrupt  bill,  whenever  a  motion  was  made  to 
lake  it  up,  and  to  give  it  the  precedence  of  alt  other 
biUs  on  the  calendar.  His  constituents  were  more 
deeply  interested  in  ttte  immediate  passage  of  the 
bankrupt  bill  then  any  other.  They  were  in  lavor 
of  a  ptetemption  bill,  and  so  was  be;  they  were  in. 
favor  of  the  cession  bill,  and  so  was  he:  but  they 
were  more  deeply  interested  ia  passing  the  bank- 
rupt bin  at  the  present  session. 

Mr.  BENTbN.    But  one  is  ripe  for  final  aelioa. 

Mr.  WALKER.  And  so  is  the  other,  and  had 
already  passed  the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  and 
he  hoped  could  now  pass  the  Senate  without  delay; 
and  it  seemed  as  though  the  debate  on  the  pr»«mp- 
.tion  bill  woald  be  interminable. 

Mr.  YOUNG  said  it  was  known  at  the  last  se»- 
sion  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  banknipt  bill,  but 
he  was  not  willing  to  give  it  precedence  of  all  other 
bills.  He  was  willing  to  give  it  precedence  of 
all  other  business  al^r  the  disposal  of  that  whieli 
had  been  so  lone  under  diseaasion. 

til.  BENTON  said  the  graduation  bill  was  Ihe 
next  in  order  alter  the  pre-emption  bill;  and  as  they 
had  been  discussed  together,  it  was  desirable  that 
they  should  be  disposed  of  together.  Bat  if  they 
were  to  be  thrown  aside,  and  killed  by  a  side  Mow, 
it  wai  perfectly  immaterial  whether  the  blow  came 
from  friend  or  fo<;  death  was  death,  come  the  blow 
whence  it  might.  To  throw,  then,  those  bills  1^, 
after  they  had  bad  a  fn'l  discussion — for  the  discus- 
sion had  gone  to.  both — and  to  take  up  one  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  bankrupt  bill,  on  which  several 
Senators  would  have  something  to  say,  was  to 
throw  tkem  by  altogether,  and  to  kill  them  by  a 
side  blow. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  should  vote  against  postponing 
Ihe  bills  already  di«cu8sed,  to  give  precedence  to 
the  bankrupt  bill;  but  he  bad  no  heaiiaiion  in  say- 
ing that  Ihe  Senate  bad  abundance  of  time  to  act, 
arid  to  act  deliberately,  on  every  subject  then  be- 
fore the  Senate.  He  should  thus  vole,  because  one 
important  meaanre  was  ready  for  decision;  and 
be  acted  on  this  principle,  that  when  he  bad  many 
things  to  do,  he  wauld  do  one  thing  at  a  tim^  and 
he  would  do  the  most  important  first. 

Mr.  WALKER  had  not  made  the  motion  then 
before  the  Senate,  n«r  was  he  aware  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  was  about  to  make  it;  but  it 
having  been  made,  he  chould  give  snch  a  vole  as 
his  eoBstitaents  would  give  if  they  were  on  this 
floor.  Be  knew  bis  cons'.iments  preferred  imme- 
diate action  on  the  bankrupt  bill, and  that  delay,  as 
to  the  pasitage  of  that  bill,  would  be  more  inju- 
rious to  them  than  delay  as  to  any  other  mea- 
sure; but  he  should  not  have  made  any  rrmarks,  if 
the  propojilion  of  compromise  suggested  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  to  take  op  the  bankrupt 
bill  immediately  after  the  pre-emption  bill,  had  not 
been  rejected  by  the  opponents  of  the  bankrupt  bill, 
and  a  disposition  manifested  lo  prevent  any  action 
on  that  bill  at  this  sessiun.  He  said  he  had  no 
fear  that  hiti  eonsiitnrnts  would  misapprehend  his 
oonr  e  on  this  subject,  or  that  any  Senator  on  this 
floor  could  induce  any  one  citizen  of  Mississippi  lo 
believe  that  be  was  taking  a  isours^e  hostile  to  the 
pre-emption  sjstem.  Tne  first  act  ever  inirodueed 
by  him  into  the  Sroate,  immediately  after  taking 
his  seat,  was  a  bill  coniainiog  a  prospective  pic 
empttoB  clause,  and  be  had  accompanied  that  biH 
with  an  elaborate  tt^i  ip  its  ff  rpr,    Af  evvTjT 
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Mbaeqaent  sesfdoa  be  bad  fnirodnced  a  prospe&ive 
Wtl,  and  in  1837  rach  «  principle  had  received  the 
MSentof  a  majotiiy  of  the  Senate.  He  hoped  bolh 
Ihe  pre-emptioa  and  bankrapi  bill  would  pa»s  at 
ibe  present  session;  but  the  pre-emptioo  bill  would 
benefit  bis  constitoent*  as  much  if  passed  a  few 
aontltt  hienee,  as  now;  bat  if  action  were  delayed 
much  longer  OS  the  bankrupt  bill,  it  would  be  of 
little  vae  to  debtor  or  creditor  in  the  State  of  Mii- 
sissippL 

Mr.  BENTON  obserred  that  &e  gradaalion  bill 
was  Ike  liext  in  order. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  that  woold  be  death  to  the 
taakrapt  bill,  and  therefore  he  fell  bound  to  rote 
fei  Mm  propositjon  of  the  Senator  from  Kentneky, 
iboiigh  he  sbonid  prefer  sneb  a  modificatitin  of  ihe 
motion  as  would  give  it  preeedenee  after  the  dispo- 
hI  of  the  bill  which  was  readj  to  be  disposed  of, 
aad  Ibat  Mil  were  pressed  to  an  immediate  vote. 

Mr.  HUBBABD  was  opposed,  as  was  well 
knows,  to  the  baakrapt  bill — be  had  never  reeeir- 
ed  even  the  first  memorial  from  his  own  State  for 
aMb  a  bill — bat,  firom  the  last  remark  of  the  Sena- 
tw  firom  BfissisEippi,  it  woold  appear  they  were  to 
bave  bat  one  mrasare  daring  the  presoit  session, 
••d  thatmeasare  was  to  be  the  bankropt  bill.  Now 
be  (Mr.  HtraBias)  was  in  flivor  of  both  the  pre- 
catpiion  and  gradnation  bilN,  and  he  sustained  ^m 
in  aouoaance  with  resolations  from  his  own  State; 
and  to  him  it  appealed  that  they  ought  to  aet  on 
the  Mil  before  them,  (the  pre-emptioa  bill. )  At  Ihe 
last  session  of  Congress  the  Senate  passed  a  bank- 
rupt bill,  and  the  House  to  whieh  it  was  then  sent 
for  oonsideration  had  it  now  again  under'  eonside- 
mitait  biu  what  was  the  coarse  adopted  with  it 
tbere  (in  the  Hoase  of  Representatives?)  Why,  it 
was  even  related  a  consideration — it  was  not  even 
referred  to  a  committee— by  a  majority  of  seven- 
l«Mt.  What  would  be  its  fiste  now,  he  (Hr.  Hdb- 
■iaD)  knew  not,  bat  it  would  be  an  economy  of 
litte  to  wait  for  dteaeiion  uf  the  other  Hoase  upon 
liMt  biU,  and-  therefore  he  hoped  that  the  pre-emp- 
tion bill  would  not  be  postponed. 

Mr>  WALKER  endeavored  to  diKcharge  his  do- 
ty to  bis  constitaeats,  but  fae  would  agree  to  make 
ilie  bankrupt  bill  ibe  special  order  next  after  the 
pfe-empiion  bill,  if  that  eomptvmise  were  assented 
to,  and  ae  other  business  then  taken  np  till  the 
bankrapt  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  HUBBABDsaid  that  would  not  be  in  o'der. 

Mr.  KINO  said  it  coald  net  be  made  the  special 
order  next  after  the  pre-emption  bill;  it  could  only 
be  got  at  by  postponing  the  other  special  orders. 

Mr.  NORVELL  was  in  favor  of  boih  bills;  and 
as  lbs  question  now  stood,  he  felt  himself  placed  in 
a  predicament,  for  he  did  not  with  his  vote  to  be 
laaandef stood;  aad  therefore  if  the  bankrapt  bill 
eould  be  made  the  special  order  next  after  Ibe  pre- 
emption bill,  be  should  be  glad  that  arrangement 
were  made. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  did  not  understand  why 
should  not  be  made  the  special  order  next  aAer  the 
pre-emption  bill- 
Mr.  CALHOUN  said  gentlemen  might  get  at 
the  bankrupt  bill  in  one  of  two  ways.    It  might  be 
done  by  moviog  to  discharge  it  from  the  special  or- 
ders and  put  it  on  the  general  orders,  and  then  it 
could  be  taken  up  at  any  time.    The  other  mode 
was,  to  wait  until  one  o'cloefc  and  then  move  the 
poetpoo'ement  of  aH  .«ipecial  and  general  orders, 
to  take  np  ttus  bill.    These  were  the  only  parlia- 
mentary modes  of  reaching  it. 
-    Mr.  CRITTENDEN  perfectly  nnderstood  his 
pesition;  he  understood  that  a  majority  of  the  Se- 
nate bad  the  right  to  make  what  order  they  pleased. 

After  some  other  obiervatioDs  from  several  Se- 
nators, 

Mr-  CRITTENOEN  said  be  did  not  wish  to  eia- 
bairaas  any  of  the  friends  of  the  bill,  and  with  the 
coBseat  of  Ibe  Senate,  he  would  bow  wididtaw  his 
motion,  bnt  gave  iwtice  that  he  would  r  -new  jt, 
and  persist  in  it,  as  soon  as  the  measure  trader  con- 
sideration was  disposed  of. 

Mf.  KINO.    That  is  right. 

Mr.  BBNTON.    That  is  parliamrntaiy. 

The  itotion  was  then,  by  nnaoimons  consent, 
wtibdnwn. 

MBMAMBMT  PROSPECTIVE  PRB-SBfPTION  BIM^ 
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pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pnt- 
Ke  lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same, 
and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being -the  special  or- 
der of  the  day,  was  taken  np,  the  question  being 
on  the  amendment  ofierrd  by  Mr-  Cjllhodn  to  the 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill  made  by  Mr.  Cbitten- 

DEN. 

Mr.  SBCITH  of  Indiana  resumed  and  eontinaed 
bis  remarks  iii  opposition  to  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Calhook ,  and  in  favor  of  the  distribution  bill. 
BANKS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  MERRICK  then  moved  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  billbe  postponed,  and  that 
the  Senate  take  np  the  bill  for  the  re-chatter  of  the 
Banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  if  it  was  important 
to  get  the  bill  to  which  ihe  honorable  S«nator  from 
Maryland  tefened,  before  the  other  branch  pf 
Congress,  it  wan  much  more  important— it  was  all 
importaoi,  to  act  definitely  as  soon  as  possible  on 
the  bill  the  gentleman  desired  to  postpone.  He 
■was  sorry  that  the  geatlemaa  should  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  occupy  so  mnch  of  the  time  of  the 
Senate  with  motions  to  advance  some  and  to  thnrsi 
aside  other  measures.  After  some  oiher  observa- 
tions he  moveii  to  lay  the  mot<on  of  the  Senator 
firom  Maryland  on  Ibe  table. 

Mr.  MERRICK  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes 
thereon,  which  were  ordered;  and  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Alabama  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— ayes  S5,  noes  15,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calboan,  Clay 
of  Alabama,  FHiIlon,  Henderson,  Hubbard,  Lmn, 
Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nicholson,  Norvkll, 
Pierce,  Porter,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Connectieat,  Smrgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall, 
WillLims,  and  Wright— 35. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Clay  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Critten- 
den, Hantinglon,  Kit,  Knight,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Phelps,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rnggles,  Southard, 
Tallmadge,  and  White — 15. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  then  rose,  and  addressed  the 
Senate  in  apportion  to  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Calhcdn;  but  before  concluding,  (^Ve  way 
to  a  motion  for  adjourumem, 

Aad  ihe  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESBNTATiVES, 
FaiDir,  Janoaty  15,  1841. 

After  Ihe  jonrnal  had  been  read, 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  first  bariness 
in  order  was  the  motion  to  make  the  tnll  to  esia- 
blish 

A  UNIFORM  SYSTEM  OF  BANKRUPTCY, 
Ihe  special  order  for  the  28ih  of  the  presf  ni  month, 
and  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  ordered; 
and  pending  which  motion,  the  Hoase  had  ad- 
journed. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  iaken,  and  were, 
yeas  57,  nays  96,  as  follows: 

YBAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  John  W.  Allen, 
Baker,  Barnard,  Boardman,  Bond,  Brewster, 
Briggs,  Brockway,  Calhoun,  Carter,  Chinn,  Chit- 
tenden, Cranston,  Coshisg,  £kiward  Davies,  Daw- 
sen,  Dellet,  Edwards,  Galbraith,  Gates,  Oid- 
dings,  Qoode,  Granger,  Grinnell,  Hand,  Henry, 
Hofiman,  James,  Charles  Johnston,  Kempshall, 
King,  Lincoln,  Meredith  Mallory,  Mason,  Mon- 
roe, Moriran,  Naylor,  Nisbet,  Osborne,  Peck, 
Randall,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Edward  Rogers,  Sal' 
tonsull.  Sergeant,  Simonton,  Strong,  Staart,  Jacob 
TbomMon,  Tillingbast,  Toland,  David  D.  Wage- 
ner,    T.  W.  Williams,  and  Winihrop— 57. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks, 
Beatty,  Black,  Blaekwell,  Botu,  Boyd,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Borke,  Sampson  H.  Batler,  John  Canp' 
bell,  Carroll,  Casey,  Clifford,  Connor,  W.  |LCoop' 
er,  Craig,  Crary,  Cross,  Dana,  Deberry,  Diokerson, 
Doan,  Doig,  Duncan,  E^l,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fine, 
Fisher,  Garland,  Gerry,  Ooggin,  Graham,  Griffin, 
Habersham,  John  Hastings,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Hill  of  North  Carolina,  Hopkins,  Hnbbar^ 
Jameeon,  Cave  Jobnion,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Kille, 
Lane,  Leadbetter,  Leonard,  Lowell,  Lucas,  Mc- 
carty, McCleilan,  McClure,  McCullocb,  McKay 
Francis  Mallory,  Marcband,  Miller,  Moniaoys, 
Mon  gomery,  Morris,  Parrish,  Paynier,  Pickens, 
Popt,  Premies,  Prcffl-,  Raridcn,  Rayner,  Hej- 
nolds,  Rives,  James  Roger?,  Rossell,  Samuels, 


Shaw,  Shepard,  Tromas  Smith,  Steenrod,  Swearin- 
gen,  Sweney,  Taliaferri^,  F.  Thomas,  Philip  F. 
Thomas,  Triolett,  Trumball,  Torney,  Wanen, 
Waiierson,  Weller,  J.  W.  Williams,  Henry  WS- 
liams,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Wdliami,  and 
Wis8^96 

So  the  House  refused  to  make  bill  the  speeia 
order  for  the  38Ji  instant. 

Mr.  INOERSOLL  was  then  abont  to  proceed, 
when 

Mr.  RIVE  3  hoped  the  gentleman  woald  yield 
Ihe  floor  for  one  moment,  in  order  that  he  Height  of- 
fer the  folio  wing  reselaiioa,  calling  for  papers  con- 
nected with  the  case: 

Sttolvtd,  Thatthe  Spjuku  of  Ibis  House  be  re- 
quest^ to  i»u«  mvbpmna  iuus  Uevm  to  fSamnel 
Hart,  esq.  prothonoiary  of  the  ooart  of  common 
pleas  far  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  di- 
recting the  said  Samuel  Hart,  esq.  to  appear  per- 
soaally,  or  by  deputy,  before  this  HAose,  at  one 
o>«lock,  p.  m.  on  Mcmday,  the  18ib  instant,  wiib 
he  elec^ob  rettims  and  other  papers  en  file  in  bis 
office,  relat&ig  to  the  CongiessioBal  eleetisn  in  the 
Third  Congressional  Disiriet  in  the  Stale  of  Pen» 
sylvania  in  1838,  there  to  be  examined  in  evidence 
in  the  case  of  contested  eleeticn  oow  pending  be- 
tween C.  J.  iMOsasoLL  and  CbaBus  NATiOR,fiEom 
the  said  CoDKresaional  District. 
Mr.  WtSE  objeeting, 

Mr.  RIVES  said  if  the  gentleman  firom  Feansyl< 
vania  wooldgive  bim  the  floor,  be  would  move  a 
■aspension  of  the  rules. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  if  any  mendief 
objected,  the  gentleman  from  Penasylvaaia  conld 
not  yield  the  floor. 

Mf.  RIVES  was  again  about  to  urge  bisieqaeat, 
when 
Mr.  WISE  called  him  to  order. 
Mr.  INCnCRSOLL  then  proceeded  in  his  reply 
to  the  arganents  of  Mr.  Natlob,  and  having  con- 
daded  at  a  quarter  past  two  o^took, 

Mr.  NAYLOR  made  a  brief  rejoinder,  aflei 
which,  the  question  pending4>eing  on  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  majority  of  the  Coamiittee  of 
Elections,  declaring  Blr.  Natlob  to  bare  been  duly 
elected— 

Mr.  JAMESON  believing  that  no  good  would 
ari^e  from  farther  discussion,  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  MBDILL,  a  member  of  the  Committee  ot 
Eleciiens,  hoped  the  gentleman  would  withdraw 
the  call  for  the  previons  question,  as  be  wished  to 
offer — (The  coafnsion  which  prevailed  prevented 
the  Reporter  from  hearing  the  remainder  of  the 
sentence.) 

Mr.  WISE  hoped  the  Committoe  of  Eleetioas 
would  be  permitted  to  say  any  thing  tbey  thought 
proper  on  the  suVject. 

Mr.  JAMESON  said  he  regretted  that  liis  sense 
of  duly  would  not  permit  bim  to  withdraw  the  call 
for  Ibe  previons  question;  for  if  the  conuaitliee  were 
permitted  to  give  their  views,  other  members  would 
wL<h  to  reply,  and  tbeta  would  be  no  knowing 
where  the  discussion  and  excitement  would  end. 
He  tbetefoie  persisted  in  his  demand  fbr  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  then  se- 
conded by  the  House,  and  the  main  question,  on 
agreeing  to  the  resolution  of  the  commitiee,  ordered 
to  be  put. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  after  observing  that  bnt  few 
members  w«e  in  their  seats,  moved  a  call  of  tlie 
House. 
^The  SPEAKER  said  that  a  motion  for  a  call  ot 
the  Hoase  could  not  be  entertained  after  the  pre- 
vious question  bad  been  ordered. 

At  the  request  of  several  members,  the  resolu- 
tion was  lead,  as  follows: 

RanUitd,  That  CnAaLKS  Naylou  was  duly  elect- 
ed a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  Twenty-sixth  Coogress,from  the  Third  OoDgre£p 
sional  District  of  Pennsylvania. 

There  not  being  a  full  attendance  of  members, 
and  it  not  being  in  order  to  move  a  call  of  the 
House, 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  ibougbt  ihat,  as  this  was 
an  impoitsnt  qnestioiv  the  better  plan  would  be  to 
adjooni,  and  take  t)ie  vole  in  Die  momiogi  wbc;( 
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than  mi^  be  •  fall  Hos«e.  He  therefore  made 
tliat  motion. 

Mr.  WISE  askod  i£  (tie  (wim  «Af  d  the  moiion 
VM  made. (half  past  two)  would  be  eatered  on  ihe 
Jovmal. 

The  SRBAKBR  stid  it  would. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  the  moiion  to 
adjmua,  bjr  yeas  and  nayt,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aiherton,  Beatty,  Black,  Black- 
well,  Brewster,  Borfce,  Clifford,  doles,  Wm.  R. 
Cooper,  Cotrjr,  Cross  Dina,  Davee,  Dickpnon, 
Dom,  Draean,  E«i,  Kaatnan,  BI7,  Everett,  Fine, 
floyd,  Fonance,  Oerrjr,  Hammond,  Hand,  John 
Hastings,  Hawrs.HiU  of  Iforth  Carolina,  Hillen, 
Hiibbud,Jameson,Keim,Ktlle,Ijeadbetier,Lieonard, 
Lowdl,  Marebaitd,  Msdill,  Monigomnr,  S.  W. 
Monis,  Parriab,.  Pafwenier,  Prentiss,  B«ynolds, 
Rives,  Roears,  Shaw,  Thomas  Smith,  Strong,  Tay- 
lor, P.  F.  Tbookas,  Jacob  Thompson,  Toraey,  Van- 
dwped,  Darid  D.  Wagener,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Henry  Williams,  aad  Christopher  H.  Williams 

~«e. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drews, Banks,  Baker,  Barnard,  Boardman,  Bond, 
Bctta,  Brings,  Braekwi^,  Aaron  Y.  Brown,  Samp- 
sea  H.  Batier,  Jobs  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Campbell, 
Carroll,  Carter,  Casey,  Cb&pman,  Connor,  Crabb, 
Cransmi,  Ciiiekett,  Cartis,  Cashing,  Edwaid  Da- 
vies,  John  Davis,  Jcdin  W.  Davis,  Oarrett  Davis, 
Dawsoq,  Deberry,  Dellet,  {Doe,  Edwards,  Bvan», 
Filhaore,  Fidiar,  Qailaod,  Gh^^,  Goods,  Ora- 
ham,  Oranger,  Ciraves,  Otiffin,  Habersbam,  Haw- 
kins, Hill  of  Yirginia,  Hoffman,  James,  Jenifrr, 
Chas.  Johnston,  Joseph  Johnson,  Wm.  Cost  Jobn- 
Bon,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Janes,  Kempsball, 
King,  Lane,  Lincoln,  Lucas,  McClellan,  McClore, 
MeCnUoeh,  McKay,  Francis  Mallory,  MUrvin, 
Miller,  Monroe,  Moors,  Morgan,  Nisbel,  Palea, 
Paynier,  Feck,  Randall,  Ratiden,  Rayner,  Retd, 
Ridgway.  James  Rogers,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sa- 
moals,  Sergeant,  Albert  South,  Truman  Smith, 
Stanly,  Suenrod,  Smart,  Sarater,  Taliaferro,  Fran- 
cis Thomu,  Waddy  lliompaoD,  John  B.  Thomp- 
son, Tilliaghast,  Tripleti,  Trnmboll,  Underwood, 
Petar  J.  Wagner,  Warren,  Weller,  John  White,  T. 
W.  WiUiams,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  WU- 
liams,  Winthrop,  aad  Wise— 111. 

So  the  House  reftased  to  adjoam. 

And  theqoesiioftrBearriBgon  the  adoption  of 
Ihe  resolniion, 

Mr.  EILUdORE  observed,  it  was  highly  desira- 
ble that  there  should  baa  full  attendanee before  the 
vole  was  taken,  acd  he  hoped  the  House  woald 
consent  to  a  call. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  snch  a  motion  could 
be  entertained  only  by  general  consent,  a»it  was  not 
permtlted  by  the  rules. 

And  there  being  no  objection, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  there  be  a  call  ot 
the  House;  which  motion  was  seconded,  and  a-caU 
ordered. 

The  CuKiK  aalled  the  roll;  when  194  memben 
answered  to  their  names. 

The  doors  were  then  cloBed,and  the  Clerk  direct- 
ed to  call  the  names  of  the  absenlers. 

Mr.  MASON  moved  that  all  farther  proceed- 
ings in  the  call  be  dispensed  with,  and  on  that  mc>- 
tioB 

Mr.  ATHERTON  dtmanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken  were 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Q.-  Adams,  Alford,  John 
W-  Allen,  Andrews,  Banks,  Bakrr,  Barnard,  Bell, 
Blackweli,  Boardman,  Bond,  Briigs,  Brockway, 
Sampson  H.  Butler,  Calhoun,  John  Campbell, 
Carr,  Carroll,  Carter,  Cssey,  Cbapmsn,  Cbinn, 
Coles,  Connor,  James  Cooper,  Crabb,  Craasto% 
Crary,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cusbing,  John  W.  Davi^ 
Oanett  Davio,  Deberry,  Dellet,  Doao,  Du«,  Ed- 
wards, Evans,  Fillmore,  Fisher,  (Sentry,  Goggin, 
Graham,  Qiauger,  Graves,  Green,  Gridla,  Grin- 
nell,  Habersham,  Hall,  Henry,  Hill  of  Virglnis, 
Hill  of.North  Carolina,  Hoffman,  Hubbard,  Hnat, 
Jenlferl  Charles  Johnston,  Joseph  Johnson, Wil- 
liam Co&i  Johnson,  Csve  John-sen,  Kempsball, 
King,  Lane,  Lincoln,  Francis  Mallory,  Marvin, 
Mason,  Monroe,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samnel  W, 
Morris,  Morrow,  Nisbet,  Osborne,  Palen,  Paynter, 
Peek.  Pickens,  Randall,  Jjtariden,  Rayn«r,  Reed, 
^gway,  Edwaid    Rogers,    Roitsell,  SaltosctaU, 


Seigeaat,  Simonion,  Slade,  Albert  Smith,  Truman 
Smith,  Stanly,  Stuat^,  Sumpter,  Taliaferro,  Waddy 
Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tillingbast,  Tiip- 
lett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Peter  J.  Wagner, 
Warren,  Wattersoo,  John  White,  Thomas  W. 
Williams,  Lewis  WilKaoas,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Christopher  H-  Williamp,  Winthrop,  and  Wise- 
US. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atberton,  Beal^,  Boyd, 
Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Burke,  William  0. 
Bmler,  Bynum,Clifford,W.R.  Cooper,  Cross,  Dana, 
Ttiooias  Dav»i,  Edward  Davies,  John  Davis, 
Dickerson,  Duncan,  Earl,  Eastntan,  Ely,  Everett, 
Fine,  Floyd,  Fornauce,  Qalbraith,  Gerry,  Ooode, 
Hammond,  Hand,  John  Hastings,  Hillen,  Hop- 
kins, James,  Jamesou,  Kille,  Leddbetier,  Leonard, 
Lowell,  Lucas,  McClellan,  McClure,  McCullocb, 
McKay,  Marchand,  Mcdill,  Miller,  Newbard, 
Parrish,  Parmenter,  Prentiss,  Reynolds,  Rives, 
James  Rogers,  Samuels,  Shaw,  rsiarkweather, 
Steenrod,  Strong,  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Philip 
F.Thomas,  Jacob  Th-mpson,  Toland,  Torney, 
Yanderpoel,  Weller,  Jared'  W.  Williams,  an^ 
Henry  Williams— 66. 

So  all  farther  proceedings  in  the  call  were  dis- 
pensed witb. 
The  resolution  was  again  read;  after  which 
Mr.  TAYLOR  of  Oiiio  moved  to  adjourn,  btit 
the  motion  was  negatived  by  tellers  as  follows: 
ayes  86,  noes  106. 

Mr.  WATTERSON  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  demandsd  the  yeas  and 
nayp. 

Mr.  WISE  desired  to  know  whether,  in  ca5e  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  tabk  should  prevail,  the  silting 
member,  Mr.  Natlob,  would  not  remain  iu  his 
seat. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  would  be  die  effect  of 
ibe  motion,  should  it  prevail* 

Mr.  JENIFER  wished  to  know  whether,  this 
being  a  privileged  question,  it  could  not  be  again 
called  up  at  any  time. 
The  SPEAKER  said  it  could. 
The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was '  then  with- 
drawn. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  neas  and  nays, 
as/ollowt: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  J.  W.  Allen, 
Andrews,  Banks,  Biker,  Barnard,  Bell,  Boardman, 
Bend,  Bolts,  Brings,  Brockway,  S.  H.  Batler,  W. 
O.  Butler;  Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  William  B. 
Campbell,  Carr,  Carroll,  Carter,  Casey,  China, 
Chittenden,  James  Cooper.  Crabb,  Oranstoa, 
Crockstt,  Curtis,  Gushing,  Edward  Davies,  John 
W.  Davis,  Garrett  DaviF,  Dawsun,  Deberry,  Del- 
let,  Doe,  Eidwaidx,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore, 
Fisher,  Garland,  Gates,  Gentry,  Qiddini^,  Gosgin, . 
Goode,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves,  Green,  Grin- 
Dell,  Habersham,  Uall,  Wm.  S.  Hastings,  Hawes, 
Henry,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hill  of  North  Carolina, 
Hoffman,  Hunt,  James,  Jenifer,  Charles  Johnston, 
William  Cost  Johnson,  Kempsball,  King,  Line, 
Lincoln,  Francis  Mallory,  Marvin,  Mason,  Mon- 
roe, Moore,  Morgan,  Calvary  Morns,  Morrow, 
Nisbet,  Osborne,  Palen,  Peck,  Pope,  Randall, 
Rariden,  Rayner,  Reed,  Rhett,  Ridgway,  Russell, 
Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Sfaepard,  Siraonton,  Slade, 
Truman  Smith,  Thomas  Smi<h,  Staniy,  Staart, 
Samtcr,  Taliaferro,  Waildy  Thompson,  Juhn  B. 
Thompson,  Tiillnghast,  ToUnd,  Triplett,  Trum- 
bull, Underwood,  P.  J.  Wagner,  Warren,  J.  White, 
Thomas  W.  Williiuis,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Winthrop, 
and  Wise— 116. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atberton,  Beatty,  Blackweli, 
Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Burke,  B>nam,  Chap- 
man, Clifford,  Coles,  Connor,  Wm.  R.  Cooper, 
Ciaiy,  Dana,  Davee,  John  Davis,  Dickerson, 
Doan,  Doig,  Duncan,  Eail,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fine, 
Floyd,  Fotnanee,  Galbraitb,  Gerry,  Griffin,  Ham- 
mond, Hand,  John  Hastings,  Hawkins,  HiUen, 
Hopkins,  Hnbbai'd,  Jameson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Naihaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones, 
Keim,  Kille,  Leadbetier.  Leonard,  Lowell,  Lucas, 
McClellan,  McClure,  McCullocb,  McKay,  Mar- 
chand, MediU,  Miller,  Montanya,  Montgomery, 
Samuel  W.  Morris,  Newhard,  Parrish,  Parmcaier, 


Paynter,  Pranliss,  Reynolds,  Rives,  Bdw.  Bajena, 
James  Rogers,  Samoels,  Shaw,  Albert  Smith,  Jota 
Smith,  Starkweather,  Steenrod,  Stroer,  Swearingm, 
Taylor,  Francis  Thoma^  Philip  F. Thomas,  Jaook 
Thompson,  Taiaay,  Vanperpoel,  D.  D.  Wawnsc, 
Wauerson,  Weller,  Jared  W.  Williams,  and  Heniy 
Williams— 85. 

Bo  sir.  Natlok  was  declared  to  have  been  dn^ 
elected,  and,  as  such,  enti.led  to  a  seat  until  die 
clou  J  of  the  present  Congresa. 

The  Hoose  then  adjonrned. 


IN  SENATE, 
BikTmBAY,  January  16, 1841. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  two  petitions  of  < 
of  Illinois  and  Iowa,  praying  Uie  cstahMiment  of 
certain  mail  routes;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  the  memorial  of  the  I<e> 
gislature  of  Arkansas,  praying  fur  au  ap[^n)pti»p 
tion  for  the  impiovemeat  of  iha  Washitta  tiver; 
which  was  referred  to  ihe  Committee  on  Road* 
and  Canals. 

Mr.  S.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  die  smm 
body,  praying  that  inspectors  of^  steaaaboats  tattf 
be  appointed  for  the  rivers  of  the  State  of  Arkaa> 
Ms;  which  was  referred  to|ihe  Committee  on  Cemr 
merce. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  the'  memorial  ef  Am 
Legislature  of  Arkansas,  ashing  that  lands  nay  be 
appropriated  in  lieu  of  those  in  the  neighboihood  id 
the  salt  sprm^  owned  by  the  United  States;  wUeh 
was  refened  to  the  Committee  on  the  PaUi* 
Lands. 

Mr.  F.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  the  same 
bedy,  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  a  bill  ceding  the 
public  hinds  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  on  ear* 
taia '  conditions.  The  conditions  are  similar  t* 
those  prescribed  by  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Cat.- 
HODM,  now  under  disca»sioa.  nie-memorial  wm 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Blr.  MOUTON  presented  the  memorial  ef  the 
Red  River  Railroad  Company,  praying  a  remissioa 
of  duties  on  railroad  iron}  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
citizens  of  Luzerne  coanty.  Pa.  praying  the  pas- 
sage of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which,  as  a  bill  hae 
been  reperted,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  the  memorial  of  ci- 
tizens of  Jackson  county,  Michigan,  praying  the 
passage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  waslaid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  eiii- 
zens  of  New  York,  remonsuatiag  against  the  pas- 
sage of  a  banlirupi  law;  which  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  memorial  of  Isaac 
Gairisoe;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  ok 
Claims. 

Mr.  .CLAY  of  Alabama,  from  the  Commiuae 
on  the  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relict 
of  Jesse  Carpenter,  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  readintr. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ja- 
dietary,  reported  a  bill  respecting  the  heirs  of  Af- 
nes  Dondas;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  se« 
oond  reading.' 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jndi- 
etary,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  M. 
M.  (iuaokenboss.  reported  a  bill  to  anthorizs  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  an  artangement 
or  compromise  witb  any  of  the  soraiies  on  bonds 
given  to  tht  United  Statrs  by  Samuel  Swartwoa<, 
late  coll.ctorof  the  customs  for  the  port  of  New 
York;  which  was  read,  and  ordeied  to  a  second 
readiiiir. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  Esg's  Railroad  and  LumbM 
Company,  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment. 

Mr-VOUNG,  from  the  Committee  on  Roada 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the 
con'iouatinn  of  the  Cumberland  read  in  Ihe  Statca 
of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  reported  die  same 
without  amendment 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ROANE,  the  petition  and  ptf 
pers  of  Gen.  Thomas  Nelson,  now  on  file,  were  re- 
ferred to  die  Committee  on  Revolatianary  CUtans; 
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tad  tlw  pedlioB  and  papets  of  K  B.  Sanden  wen 
MfBUUedtobe  wichduwii  ftom  the  files  of  tbe 

Mc  SMITH,  from  ihe  Commiuee  on  ihe  lacK- 
mry,  to.wfaich  wa<  refejred  the  bill  to  Bmend  the 
•et  «Bittied  "An  act  sappicmentary  to  the  act  enti- 
tled 'An  act  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the 
Uoiied  States,' "  rq>orted  the  same  witboat  amend- 


Mt.  CLAY  of  Kentocky  saboaitred  ih<  fotlow- 
ins  leeolationa,  which  were  oonsidereJ  and  agreed 
to: 

Muohtd,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  tu  cammooieaie  to  tbe  Senate  tbe  plan  of 
a  .pemancnt  change  in  tbe  larif,  the  details  and 
genial  principles  of  which  be  states,  in  his  annnal 
lepori  of  the  7(h  nliimo,  be  has  considered,  and  on 
which  he  is  ready  to  r^ori,  at  any  moment  either 
B*Me  of  CoBgress  might  eipiess  a  insh  to  that 
effect. 

&ttb>*i.  That  the  Secrelary  of  the  Treasory  be 
«]m>  diieeied  to  report,  as  soon  as  ptaciicabie,  a 
plan  of  asseeting  tbe  value  of  foods,  wares,  aiid 
■ucbaadise  in  the  ports  of  tbe  Uaii«t  States  in- 
aiead  of  forelcn  eoontries. 

Mc  RUGGLES  sabnuued  tbe  following  resolu- 
IMW,  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

XcssIM,  That  the  Ck)mmittee  on  Commeree  be 
inalnicted  to  iaqnire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
Tiding  by  law  for  the  registering  and  enrolment  of 
soaliforrigtt  ships  as  shall  be  sold  to  American  ei- 
lizcns  niider  the  order  er  decree  of  any  coart  of 
the  United  Stales,  made  on  process  of  law,  ihongh 
the  aame  may  aot  have  been  bnilt  in  the  U.  Siatea. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  snbmiucd  the  following  resola- 
tion  for  eonsideraiion,  which  lays  over: 

SsspiMii,  That  the  Senate  will  proceed,  on  Mon- 
day next,  at  one  o'oloob,  to  elect  a  Sergeaat-at- 
Anu  in  the  place  of  Stephen  Haigbt,  esq.  de- 
eea  ed. 

SnCUR    AND    RUM    DRAWBACKS,  AND  FISHING 
BOUNTIES  AND  ALLOWANCES. 

Mr.  BBNTON  rose  to  submit  a  resolution  in  re- 
latiun  to  drawbacks  on  exported  refined  sugar  and 
mm,  manofactnreJ  out  of  foreign  materials,  and 
in  relation  to  the  fishing  bounties  and  allowances; 
aad  as  it  was  a  subject  on  which  be  had  heretofore 
moved,  and  that  frequently,  without  effect,  he  said 
he  felt  it  to  be  incumbent  npon  bim  to  give  some 
reasons  to  tbe  Senate  for  again  ventnriDg  to  trouble 
them  with  it.  Undismayed  by  former  miscar- 
riage.^, he  would  go  on  with  bis  efforts,  whether  ste- 
rile or  stiecesxfui,  nniil  the  evils  were  cored,  or  un- 
til his  Senatorial  service  ceased;  and  he  felt  very 
certain  of  making  out  a  case  for  legislative  inter- 
ference, whether  be  sacceeded  in  procuring  it  or 
not.  His  resolution  embraced  three  points  of 
abase,  and  be  would  take  them  up  singly,  in  order 
to  present  bis  remarks  with  uiora  dislinctness  and 
precision. 

H«  began  with  the  sngar  drawback.  He  said 
it  Was  now  twelve  years  since  onr  erroseoni  legis- 
lation began  on  that  point,  and  be  bad  the  fate  or 
fortune  at  that  time  to  point  out  tbe  error  and  to 
predict  its  eoosequenecs.  This  was  in  the  year 
ISaSjWlien  tbe  drawback  on  exported  refined  su- 
gar, witboat  anjr  increase  of  duty  on  the  foreign  ar- 
iiele  oat  of  which  it  was  manufactured,  was  in- 
creased twenty  per  cent ;  that  is  to  >ay,  was  raised 
from  four  cents  to  five  cents  a  pound,  the  dnty  on  im- 
ported brown  (ugar  remaining  at  ihiee  cents,  a 
ponnd.  To  this  increase  he  then  objected,  on  the 
groa'nd  thai  it  won'd  restore  more  dnty,  in  tbe 
&spe  of  drawback,  than  had  been  paid  on  the  im- 
ported sugar;  that  this  excess  of  doty  would  be  a 
naked  bounty  out  of  the  Treasury  on  a  msinafae- 
rared  article,  and  that  the  consequence  would  he  a 
great  increase  in  tbe  importation  cf  foreign  sngar, 
to  the  prejudice  of  tbe  h»me  produciion,  and  a 
great  increase  in  the  amount  of  drawback  paid,  tn 
Vte  injury  of  the  Treasury.  These  were  the  ohj.-c- 
tio.is  which  be  made  to  the  act  of  1638,  and  the 
pMoTof  their  correctness  was  quickly  fortbcooiing. 
Theinereasein  the  Imports  of  brown  sogar  nearly 
doubled  in  five  years;  it  rose  from  50,000  000  of 
pounds  to  90,000,000.  The  increase  in  the  draw- 
backs exceeded  all  calcolation:  it  rose  in  three 
years  from  about  |3,000  (lo  be  precipe,  $3,045)  to 
^4,930!  Such  was  tbe  fmit  of  the  fiist  enor 
C0i|im)tted  in  1898. 


The  second  error  was  committed  seven  jreats 
ago;  it  was  oommittrd  in  the  famom  eam- 
promiEe  act  of  1833.  That  act  provided  for  a  re- 
duetion  of  duties  on  all  imported  articles,  to  be 
made  periodically,  and  to  be  brought  down  in  1843 
to  an  ad  vah>rem  of  30  per  centum,  but  it  made  no 
provision  for  a  eorresponding  reduction  of  draw- 
backs, when  the  im  ported  article  was  exported  in 
a  nanofaetated  or  altered  shape.  Looking  upon 
this  defect  aai  an  oversight  in  the  frameis  of  the 
bill,  he  ventured  to  propose  an  amendment  to  re- 
medy the  omission,  when  tbe  bill  was  before  the 
Seimte.  He  submitted  an  amendment;  it  was 
voted  apon  by  the  Senate,  and  rejected.  Toe  com- 
promise bill  then  went  into  operation,  and  gave  in- 
ereated  vigor  to  ib«  error  of  1896.  It  increased  the 
sugar  importatioDs  in  six  years  from  near  one 
hundred  millions  to  near  two  hundred  milliuas  of 
poands  and  it  increased  the  drawback  from  about, 
180.000  to  upwards  of  |600,000.  The  amoooi  paid 
ia  1840  was  |6I  1,000;  with  an  indication  of  inordi- 
nate increa^se — tbe  amount  of  |75  000,being  already 
drawn  by  asingle  nfioer  (Woolsey)  at  a  single  city 
(New  York)  in  tbe  first  ten  days  of  ibe  preaeni  year. 
As  tbe  sngar  dnty  is  now  reduced  40  per  cent.  »aiet 
the  compromise  act,  and  the  drawback  wa-t  already 
too  high  by  20  per  cent,  under  the  act  of  1833,  it  fol- 
lows tiiat  sur-tentbs  of  all  tbe  drawback  oa  refined 
sngar  exported  last  year,  was  a  naked  bounty  of 
tbe  Treasury,  in  flagrant  violation  of  the  Constiiu. 
tioB,  10  the  great  enri(dimeBt  of  a  few  individuals, 
and  to  the  deep  injury  of  the  Treasury.  Jostiee  lo 
the  Constitution  and  the  Treasury  requires  this 
evil  to  be  stopped;  it  has  certainly  reached  a  point 
high  enough  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  lo  command  a  remedy.  If  it  has  not,  it 
will  by  next  year,  when  the  drawback  will  become 
nearly  all  clear  boonty— when  near  two  millions  of 
dollars  wiU  be  required  to  pay  it — wben  the  whole 
sugtu  revenue  of  the  Union  will  be  inadequate  to 
the  payment— and  when  moneys  must  be  borrowed, 
or  raised  by  other  taxes,  to  meet  the  demand. 

The  next  article  he  would  memion  was  that  of 
the  rni^  drawback.  It  was  small,  in  comparison 
to  the  drawback  on  sugar,  but  was  still  aa  evil  de- 
serving of  legislative  interposition.  Tbe  error  in 
this  article  begin  in  the  compromise  act,  an.l  had 
been  mnning  on  since  its  passage.  The  amend- 
ment which  he  then  offered,  and  which  be  had  re- 
ferred to,  was  intended  to  embrace  the  rum,  as  well 
as  the  sDgar  drawback.  It  was  rejected  by  the  Se- 
nate; and  consequently,  as  the  duty  on  molasses 
went  down,  and  the  drawback  remained  stationary, 
a  part  of  the  drawback  became  clear  bounty,  and 
sUmnlated  ibe  distiller  to  earn  more  of  it.  Tbe 
drawback  on  exported  rum  has,  therefoM,  increased 
ten  or  tveoty  fold:  it  has  risen  from  one  or  two 
thousand  dollars  to  $33,000.  The  molasses  dnty 
being  reduced  about  40  per  centum,  it  resulted  that 
four-tenths  of  this  drawback  was  a  naked  boanty 
out  of  Ibe  Treasury;  and  to  that  extent  was  a  viola- 
tion of  the  CottStitotien,as  well  as  a  pecuniary  loss. 
After  1843,  if  nothing  is  done,  four-&rth«  of  this 
rum  drawback  will  be  naked  bounty. 

The  third  and  last  article  which  he  look  up  was. 
the  fi'hinK  bounties  and  allowances.  The  erro- 
neons  legislatinn  on  this  point  commenced,  he  said, 
in  the  year  1830,  when  the  dnty  on  salt  was  reduced 
one-half  (by  two  annual  reductions)  and  no  corre- 
spending  redaction  made  in  the  fishing  bonnties  and 
allowances  founded  npon  that  duty;  and  was  con- 
tinued by  tbe  compromiM  act  which  provided  for 
fbtther  periodical  reductions  of  tbe  salt  tax  with- 
out any  csrresponding  reduction  of  the  fishing 
bonnties  and  allowanets.  He  had  attempted  to 
expose  this  enor,  and  to  correct  it,  on  both  thes^e 
occasions,  but  without  success.  No  diminution  of 
the  fishing  bouniies  and  allowances  could  be  effect- 
ed; consequently,  they  have  been  risirg  while  tbe 
doty  has  been  going  down.  The  doiv  on  salt  has 
tnnk  aboat  two-third^  say  from  90  cents  per 
bnsbel  to  abont  six;  the  Ashing  bounties  have  risen 
«hont  one-tb<r.l,  that  is  to  say,  fmn  aboht 
$330,000  to  about  $330,000.  Two-thirds  of 
this  sum  ceases  to  be  founded  on  tbe  (alt  doty, 
coniequently  becomes  a  boonty  act  of  the  Treasury; 
and,  like  the  excess  in  Ibe  sugar  and  rum  drav- 
baeks,  becomes  to  that  extent  a  gratuly  from  the 
Treasury,  and  an  infraction  of  the  Constitution. 


For  ten  yesirs  the  Treasury  has  been  paying  iM« 
graiaity  to  the  cod  fisheries  beginning  at  about 
$100000ofgratiilty,  and  reaohing  last  year  about 
$220,000  of  gratuity.  This  year  it  wilt  baatill 
Isiger;  and  in  1843,  when  tbe  compromise  hat 
reduced  the  ^alt  tax  to  an  ad  valorem  of  twenty  per 
eent.  the  amount  paid  will  be  still  increased,  and 
neatly  the  whole  will  be  a  aaked  gratuity,  and  the 
salt  tax  not  sufficient  to  pay  it.  The  tu,  oa  our 
average  importations  of  about  one  million  of  dol- 
lars' worth,  will  be  only  $300,000;  while  the  boun- 
ties and  allowaiwes,  increasittg  as  for  some  years' 
past  (and  the  temptation  lo  increase  becomes 
stronger  every  day)  will  be  about  $400,000. 
The  -spectaele  will  then  b»  presented  of  aa 
entire  tfation  taxed  in  its  salt  for  ihe  siUteof 
presenting  the  amonat  to  few  ihbosaad  fisher- 
men, and  the  product  of  the  tax  not  being  aoSeiaat, 
other  taxes  must  make  up  tbe  deficiency. 

He  said  be  had  been  raising  bis  voice  "teUiary 
ani  otsne"  for  years  pa^t,  to  wake  up  the  Senate 
and  the  country  lo  the  errors  of  our  legislation  in 
relation  to  tbe  three  points  to  wbieh  fa»  now  «alle<I 
attention — the  sugar  drawbadr,  the  rum  drawback, 
and  the  fishing  bouniies  and  allowances.  He  had 
been  riisiagbis  vok»isolitarily.io-thlseffeei:behad 
been  standing  almost  alone  up  to- the  present  time: 
but  at  last  oiler  veices  bad  come  to  hiis  assistance. 
The  colleeior  of  the  port  at  New  York,  <Mr. 
Hoyt,)  poors  into  the  Treasury  Department  a  oon- 
tinued  suceession  of  letters  to  show  th)  alarm- 
ing amounts  of  Ihe  sugar  drawbacks,  and 
tbe  rapidity  of  their  increase;  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasory,  (Mr.  Woodbury,)  both  in  bis  aannal 
rw>port  on  the  finances,  and  in  a  late  reeummenda- 
lion  for  tbe  ivsue  of  fi?e  or  six  millions  of  Trei^- 
sury  notes,  has  called  tbe  attention  of  Congress  both 
to  tbe  sngar  drawbacks  and  the  fishing  bounties 
aad  allowances;  and  has  earnestly  called  for  some 
legislative  action  to  protect  theTreasary  from  their 
heavy  drains.  Ths  drains  were  indeed  heavy,  aad 
might  well  m^e  the  Secretary  begin  to  cry  out. 
Tbey  wera  near  a  million  of  dollars  last  year,  will 
probabtv  be  near  two  miHioas  next  year,and  three 
the  year  after  if 'not  arreited.  Two- thirds  of  what 
is  now  drawn,  is  unjustly  and  uneonstiiulionaUy 
drawn;  as  the  duties  increase  thii  proportion  in- 
ereaser,  and 'will  sewn  be  three-fourths  er  font- 
ftfihs.  Mr.  Bbhtoii  then  submitted  his  resolu- 
tion, as  follows: 

Raotiitd,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  redueing 
tbe  drawbacks  on  refined  »ugar  and  rum,  mao(ifa«- 
tuied  ont  of  foreign  materials,  and  exported)in  pro- 
portion to  the  redaction  which  has  taken  place,  and 
will  take  place,under  existing  Uw8,in  the  duties  on 
imported  sugar  and  molaiisei;  also  of  reduciiig  the 
fishing  bounties  andallowaooes  in  proportion  to 
the  rulaeiion  which  has  taken  place,  and  shall  take 
place,  lender  existing  laws,  in  (he  duty  on  imported 
salt  ■      ' 

The  resolution  was  considered  and  agreed  to. 

The  following  bills  were  coasiderrd  aa  in  com- 
mittee of  tbe  nhoir,  and  ordered  -to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading: 

Tbe  bill  supplementary  to  an  aot  entitled  "An 
act  to  encourage  tbe  introdaaiion,  and  (iromole  the 
eultivaiion,  of  tropical  plants,"  approved  sevenlh 
July,  1839. 

Tbe  bill  to  confirm  the  survey  and  location  ef 
claims  for  lands  in  the  Slate  of  Mifsinippi,  east  of 
Ihe  Pearl  river,  and  south  of  tbe  tbiriy-fi'st  degree 
Of  nor  h  latitude. 
PERMANENT  PROSPBOTIVa  PRB-EMPTION  LAW. 

The  bill  to  esublish  a  perminent  prospeouve  pre- 
emption system,  in  favor  of  settlers  oa  tbe  public 
lands,  who  shall  inbalMt  and  caltivaie  tbe  same,  and 
raise  a  Ing  cabin  thereon,  being  tbe  special  order  of 
the  day,  was  taken  up,  tbe  question  bein:(  on  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Cilboust  to  the  motion 
to  recommit  tbe  bill  mane  by  Mr.  Crittbudcw. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  resumed  and  concluded  tj|ere. 
marks  commenced  yesterday  m  opposiiion  lo^r. 
CiLRncN's  amendment,  and  in  favor  of  that  of  Mr. 

COITTKKOXN. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  then  ro.w,  and  expressed 
bis  inieniiim  of  tobmittittg  some  remarks,  btt 
yielded  to  a  general  wish  for  adjoummeht. 

And  (he  Seqate  adjourned. 
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HOUSE  or  RBPREdBNTATIVES, 
SATOkOiT,  January  16,  1841. 

After  th«  joanuil  bad  been  read, 

Mr.  OAMPBBLL  of  Sonih  Carolina  asbed  leare 
to  olEer  the  roUowmg  lesolation: 

Bmtlmi,  That  Charles  J.  logersoH  be  paid  the 
niiM«e  and  per  d'em  of  a  member  of  Congress  np 
to  the  time  that  tlK  caae  of  the  contested  eleedon 
between  himself  and  Caini/B*  Natlob,  from  the 
Third  Con^reuional  Distrioi  of  the  Stale  of  Penn- 
sflraaia,  ww  decided  by  the  Hoose. 

Objection  beinftmadr, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  a  sospension  of  the 
mtea,  and  thereupon  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayt. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  svfgested  to  the  gen* 
tieman  from  South  Carolina  the  introdoetion  of  a 
clause  providing  for  a  dedueiion  from  the  per  diem 
allowance  and  mikags  paid  last  session  to  Mr.  lo- 
gersoU  for  witnesses  and  taking  testimoay.  If  such 
adatise  shooldi  be  inserted,  he,  Mr.  S.  wonld  vote 
for  Hw  resoltition. 

B«t  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered, 
were  then  laken,  and  resalted— yeas  55,  nays  85, 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alford,  Aiherton,  Brewster, 
Brigg*,  Bnrbe,  Sampson  H.  Batler,  John  Campbell, 
Carroll,  Cbinn,  Clifford,  William  R.  Cooper,  Craig, 
Crockett,  Dana,  Joha  W.  Davis,  Dtwson,  Doig, 
Earl.  Biy,  Fine,  Fishar,  Floyd,  Oalbraiih,  Oerry, 
Hadimaod,  Joseph  Johnson,  KiUcr  Lowell,  Mc- 
Cinre,  Mareband,  Miller,  Montanya,  Montgome- 
ry, Niabet,  Panish,  Pickens,  PrentiW,  Reynoldp, 
Shett,  Edward  Rogers,  James  Rogers,  Shtv, 
Starkweather,  Steenrod,  Strong,  Snmter,  Swea- 
tingen,  Swency,  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, Vanderpoel,  Weller,  Wiek,  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams, and  Wortbingion—*5& 

NAYS— ftlessrs.  Adams,  Andrews,  Banks,  Ba- 
ker, Barnard,  Blackwetl,  Boardman,  Bond,  Botts, 
BrcckeDridfe,  Braekway,  CalhouB,  Carr,  Cirier, 
Casey,  Cnuienden,  Connor,  Cranston,  Co&hiog, 
Edward  Daviev,  Oarrett  Davis,  Debeiry,  Dellet, 
Bdwaids,  Evans,  Everett,  FiUmore,  Garland, 
Qates,  Oiddings,  Goggin,  Goodr,  Gtanxer,  Green, 
Griffin,  GrinneU,  Hall,  Henry,  Hill  of  N.  C.  Hop- 
kins, HaMard,  James,  Charles  Johnston,  Cave 
Johnson,  Kem|Mball,  King,  Loess,  McCarty,  Mc- 
Clellaa,  McKay,  F.  Mallory,  Maivio,  Mason, 
Motnn,  C.  Morns,  Morrow,  Odborne.Prck,  Prof- 
fit,  BandaU,  Earidea,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Raswll, 
Saltonetall,  Samtiels,  Seigeant,  Simontoo,  John 
Smith,  Traman  Smith,  Tbo!<.  Smith,  Stnari,  Tay- 
lor, Whddy  Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Til- 
lingbast,  IViland,  lumbal],  Tamey,  Watterson, 
Lewis  Williams,  Jossph  L.  Williams,  Christo- 
pher H.  Williams,  Wiathrop,  and  Wise— 85. 

So  the  ralea  were  not  sospended. 

Mr.  PROFFiT  asked  leave  t  >  iotrodoee  a  reso- 
lotion  eallin^  npon  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury 
for  information  as  to  what  particDiar  appropriations 
that  officff  is  of  opinion  may  be  dispensed  with 
daring  liie  present  year. 

Objeetiott  being  made, 

Mr.  PROFFIT  moved  a  snspensioa  of  the  rnles; 
which  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  RIVffl,  from  ihe  Committee  of  Blectioiis, 
on  leave,  reported  a  re»olttiio'n  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment to  Mr.  Carlisle,  clerk  of  the  committee,  an 
extra  compensa'ion  of  |3  per  day  for  the  grrat  la- 
bor he  was  compelled  to  perform  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. 

On  motwn  of  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  the  leso- 
lalioa  was  laid  on  the  table. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  RUSSELL,  ftrom  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  back  to  die  Honse,  without  amendmen*, 
Stnals  tails  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Keller  a 
Henry  Stone;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Liealenant  John  E. 
Ciapbam; 

wubh  were  severally  read  a  ftist  and  second  time, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GIDDINGS,  the  Commit  ee 
of  Claims  was  discharged  from  the  further  conside- 
ration of  the  petitions  of  Geoi^e  Pi  her,  William 
B.  Whitehead,  James  Pennoyer,  8.  B.  Tuck,  Dr.  F. 
^eedu,   Uvina  York,   Ocoip  W.    Walton, 


and  William  Clen^eniog;  wbish  reports  were  or- 
dered to  lie  upon  Ihe  table. 

Mr.  J.  W.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  pc- 
tttioa  of  Dallam  and  Hamburg;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  npon  the  table. 

Mr.  CURTIS,  £rnm  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  back  to  the  Honse  without  amend- 
ment, Senate  bill  entitled  *'An  act  to  refund  to 
Noah  Miller  and  oihersa  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  Ihe  British  sloop  Mary  and  cargo,  which 
were  captured  by  ibem,  and  libelled  and  sold  for 
the  benefit  of  the  United' Stale!-;"  which  bill  was 
re^d  a  first  and  second  lime,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the 
Usion. 

Mr.  WINTHROP,  from  the  same  eommitlee, 
reported 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Eldridge; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  ship  Lex- 
ington, of  Nantucket;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  schooner  Joseph,  of 
Wartham; 

which  were  severally  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  slate  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HABERSHAM,  iVom  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  to  ex- 
tend Ihe  limits  of  ihe  port  of  New  Orleans,  passed 
on  the  9th  day  of  February,  1837;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  H.  also  made  an  nnfavorable  report  on 
the  memorial  of  merchants  and  thip  owners  of 
Richmond  and  Petersburg,  in  ihe  State  of  Yirginia, 
in  favor  of  a  marine  hospital  at  City  Point;  which 
report  was  ordered  to  lie  npon  the  table. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  Commiuee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  the  following  resohition,  which 
was  agreed  to: 

Reulvti,  That  ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  the 
annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gene- 
ral Land  Office,  together  with  the  maps,  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  House:  Prmiidtd,  The  same 
pistes  can  be  used,  npon  which  the  ^ame  mips 
fornisbed  the  Senate  have  been  printed,  and  with- 
out any  additional  expense  for  engraving. 

Mr.  CRARY,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  aniho- 
riz:  Ihe  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and 
pcifect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described,  and 
to  settle  the  claims  lo  Ihe  vacant  and  unappro- 
priated lands  within  the  same,"  passed  the  18th  day 
of  April,  1806 

After  some  remarks  by  Mersrs.  CAVE  JOHN- 
SON, WISE,  MONTGOMERY,  and  LEWIS 
WILLIAMS,  the  bill,  with  certain  amendments, 
by  general  consent,  wss  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  DAVIS,  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee appninted  on  the  31st  December  ultimo,  to 
which  was  leferred  the  letter  from  Jobn  C.  Rives, 
one  of  the  firm  of  Blair  &  Rivks,  Ac.  made  the 
following  report: 

The  Select  Committee  lo  which  was  referred 
the  letter  of  John  C.  Rives,  one  of  Ihe  Printers  to 
this  House,  dated  Ihe  3Ut  ultimo,  and  the  memo- 
rial of  Hngh  A.  Garland,  Clerk  lo  this  Honse, 
dated  the  4th  instant,  both  commnnicaiions  refer- 
ring to  a  eontroversiy  between  the  parties  as  to  the 
powers  of  the  Clerk  lo  control  the  binding  of  Con- 
gressional documenu  and  the  printing  of  the  spe- 
cial orders  of  the  House,  have  given  to  the  subject 
that  attention  which  it  seemed  to  demand,  and  now 
ask  leave  to  report: 

In  the  first  paragraph  of.Mr.  Rives'!  tetter,  com- 
plaint is  made  that  the  Clerk  bad  not  sent  M  the 
piinling  ordered  by  the  House  to  Blair  and  Rives, 
as  Winters  to  this  body.  The  Clerk,  under  some 
examples  to  be  found  in  the  pract-ceof  this  body 
within  the  last  few  years,  felt  authorized  lo  con- 
tract widi  others  than  life  Printers  elect  to  this 
Honse,  for  such  items  of  printing  as  were  ordered 
by  Ihe  special  act  of  ihi<  body.  Under  this  prac- 
tice the  Cleik  felt  himself  at  liberty  to  give  to  Mr. 
Ltttgiree  the  priniiog  of  an  iodex  to  the  report* 
and  di'comenis  ordered  lo  be  prepared  in  Ihe  year 
1637,  but  which  wat  not  ready  for  the  press  nniil 
the  last  season.  It  is  to  the  print'ng  of  this  doea- 
meat  that  Mr.  I^ives  Refers  in  the  first  part  of 


his  letter.  The  committee  have  examiiMd,  for  boik, 
Ihe  law  and  the  precedents  to  jostify  this  iransrercf 
printing  to  others  thtn  the  public  Printer.!;  aad  af- 
ter proper  investigation,  are' compeUedio  the «m> 
clasion  that  all  the  printing  to  be  exeealed  by  ibe 
order  of  the  Honse,  of  right  belongs  to  the  Priaieiv 
elected  by  it;  and  that  no  special  order  of  (he  Hoime 
to  the  Clerk  lo  have  executed  a  particular  iteoi  of 
printing,  can  in  any  manner  vitiate  the  claim  ef  the 
public  Printer  to  execute  sneh  work.  For  exarn]^ 
if,  by  the  contract  bMween  ihii  House  and  tba 
public  Printers,  the  House  has  the  right  to  it- 
numd  the  execnticn  of  sneh  work  of  its  Prin- 
lets,  they  (ih»  Printer*)  are  in  retiim  eatitled 
lo  receive  it,  if  they  desire  it:  and  ibat  saah  obliga- 
lion  does  rest  opon  the  Printers,  is  manifest  froat 
the  fact  that  the  condition  of  their  bond  (given  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  iheir  doty)  expcMsly 
declares  that  "if  ihey  shall  well  and  faithfully  ex». 
cute  aU  Ihe  printiBg,  &c."— which  thows  conoitti- 
siyely  their  obligation  to  perform  M  soch  service 
and  also  shows,  in  the  estimation  of  the  eommitlee 
the  right  to  receive  all  the  priatiBg  ordered  by  M 
House.  The  committee,  however,  beg  lear 
to  state,  that  as  the  prtatii>g  of  the  iMaz  ree 
ferred  to,  is  in  a  state  of  forwardness  at  Ihe  ofiee- 
of  Mr.  Langtree,  it  should  remain  lo  be  completed 
by  him,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  oontraetiaada 
1^  the  Clerk  with  Mr.  L.  for  Ihe  execaiion  of  that 
work.  The  committee  have  made  this  snggeuiea 
without  compromitling  the  principle  which  they 
have  laid  down,  as  to  the  daim  of  the  paUio  Printer 
to  do  all  the  printing,  because  the  committee  are 
not  advised  thet  ever  Ibat  docomeai  has  been  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Upon  the  subject  of  binding  the  committee  have 
searched  in  vain  for  any  legal  provision  in  relatton 
to  the  matter.  Until  within  the  last  twelve  or  four- 
teen yeorr,  little  oi  no  binding  had  been  ordered  by, 
or  was  executed  for,  Congieis;  and  daring  ikat  pe- 
riod it  has  always  been  executed  either  direct^  or 
indirectly  by  the  Printers  to  the  House,  as  appear* 
both  by  testimony  given  to  the  committee,  aad 
the  archives  of  the  Clerk's  cffiee. 

Your  committee  do  not  assume  the  position  that 
bindtog  constitnles  any  part  of  the  business  of  a 
printer,  or  that  it  is  even  germain  to  that  avoca- 
tion; in  fact,  it  is  in  evidence  before  us,  that  priatr 
iag  and  biodiiig  are  distinct  and  separate  branches 
of  businesr,  and  usual  pursued  as  aoch.  Notwitb- 
standing,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  the  prac- 
tice which  has  obtained  for  the  last  twelve 'years 
should  be  adhered  to,  until  Congressional  legisla- 
tion shall  specifically  assign  this  duty  to  some  ex- 
ecutive officer  of  the  Honse,  or  provide  for  its  ex- 
ecution in  iuch  mode  or  manner  as  may  be 
thought  most  expedient.  In  order  lo  show  that  the 
binding  fa«.i  been  con.'idered  as  a  perquisite  lo  the 
public  printing,  it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  to  the 
reports  made  at  the  last  se»sion  of  Congress  by  a 
select  committee,  and  Ihe  debate  connected  with 
them. 

The  following  conclusions  are  submitted  as  Um 
result  of  the  deliberations  of  the  committee: 

tint.  That  there  is  nothing  in  the  character  of 
the  controversy,  or  the  evidence  snbmilted,  to  im- 
ply censure  upon  either  of  the  parlies,  but  seems  to 
have  been  the  result  of  a  misapprehension  of  the. 
l^itimate  sphere  of  their  respective  dotiea. 

Scemd.  That,  b/  existing  laws,  all  the  printing 
ordered  by  the  House  should  be  executed  by  Ihe 
public  Printer. 

Third.  That,  in  accordance  with  the  nange  of 
the  last  twelve  fears,  in  the  absence  of  any  legal 
provLsioBs,  the  bindisg  of  such  doeumentt  as 
be  may  print  should  be  executed  by  the  public 
Piinier  as  an  incident  to  the  printing. 

The  committee  ask  to  be  discharged  firom  the 
farther  consideration  of  ihe  sabjeet. 
RespecUully  sabmilted. 

J  NO.  W.  DAVIS,  Chaiimaa. 

The  report  was  laid  npon  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  Hoose  Ihe 
following  communicitioos,  viz: 

1.  F^cm  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
transmittinfii  in  compljanoe  with  the  provisions  of 
Ihe  act  of  Congress,  passrd  the  3d  Mardi,  1809, 
f\r$t,  A  siaument  pf  sacli  officeis  as  lure  qbt 
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nadend  th«ir  aoeoniils  wiihia  the  year,  or  hare 
hatonert  anaooonued  for,  advanced  om  year  prior 
to  At  39ih  8*ptefflber,  1840.  Seeottd.  A  siatemeat 
«f  Mcoaats  io  his  office  which  have  lemained  mi- 
••Ulad,  cr  on  which  bataDces  appear  to  bare  been 
doe  acre  Ihaa  three  years  prior  to  the  30th  Sep- 
toaber,  1840.  Tkrd.  Aa  abstract  of  money  ad- 
TSMid  prior  to  the  3d  of  March,  18D9,  on  the 
boots  of  the  late  Accoantant  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  which  remained  to  be  aecoanied  for  on 
the  books  of  his  office  on  the  SOib  uf  September, 
1846. 

S.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trass- 
aitiuig  a  report  in  answer  to  a  resolntion  of  the 
House  of  the  16.h  of  December  ttliimo,  as  to  what 
sabecdinaie  costom-honse  officers  hare  beea  dis- 
pensed with  within  the  period  of  two  years  last 
past,  and  what  had  been  the  rate  of  compensation 
pfenoosly  paid  t«  soch  officeis  for  their  serriees, 
and  also  reutire  to  ihe  erection  of  cnstem-bonses 
ia  New  Torli  and  Boston. 

3.  From  the  First  Comptroller  of  Ihe  Treasury, 
Uaosnittiite  a  aiaiement  bf  balances  on  the  booln 
of  Ibe  Register  of  ihe  Tieasary  which  hare  remain- 
ed ansettled  for  three  years  prior  to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1840,  made  in  obedteaee  to  the  act  passed 
3d  March,  1817. 

4.  From  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting,  in 
eookplianee  with  the  fifdi  section  of  the  act  of  the 
ad  of  Marcb,  1809,  a  report  of  the  Tbkd  Auditor, 
•bowing  the  expendittire  of  the  Appropriation  for 
the  contiBgrat  expenses  of  the  nuliiary  establish- 
nent  during  ihe  year  1840. 

5.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  transmi'- 
ling,  ia  compliance  with  the  nintti  section  of  the 
act  of  90th  April,  1818,  a  statement  showing  ihe 
aantrs  of  the  deilr*  employed  during  the  year  1840 
in  Ihe  offiees  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  and  the 
Nary  Commissioners  respectively,  the  time  each 
aierk  was  aetnaUj  employed,  and  the  sum  paid  to 
eaeb. 

The  abore  eemmaaieations  were  sererally  laid 
spon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate  bill  entitled,  "An  act  supplementary 
10  the  act  entitled,  An  act  for  the  diseoniiauaaee  of 
tba  office  of  snrreyor  general  ia  the  several  dis- 
tiiels^  so  soon  as  the  surreys  therein  can  be  com- 
pleMd,  for  abolishing  land  offices  under  certain  eir- 
camstances,  aitd  forothar  purposes,"  approved  Jane 
13, 1840,  was  read  a  irst  and  second  time,  and  rv- 
ibnred  to  the  Committee  on  Pabdie  Lands. 

The  House  then  resolved  itstif  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  ptirate  bills  on  the  ca- 
tendaTi 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  following 
UUs  now  recited,  with  an  amendiaent,  strihing 
oat  the  enaeiing  clause. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nothaaiel  Goddard  and 


A  bill  for  the  rtUef  of  the  beits  and  legal  repte- 
saaiatires  of  Don  Carlos  de  Villemont. 

A  bill  ior  the  relief  of  Jeremiah  Smith. 

Ahp,  Uie  following  bills,  without  amendment: 

A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Wa«hington  City  Bcn^ 
TolentjBociety, 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  H.  B.  Stiih  and 
children. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  o£  W.  B.  Winston. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eliubeih  Jones  and  others. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thompeon  Hutchinson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bsiher  ParrotL 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Job  Halsey. 

Witbont  coming  to  any  decision  thereoo. 

The  following  bills,  reported  without  amend- 
attnt,  were  then  taken  np  by  the  House,  and  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  for  a  ihird  reading: 

A' bill  for  the  relief  of  W.  B.  Winston. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  Elizibeih  Jones  and  oiheis. 

A  hill  for  the  relief  Thompson  Hutchison. 

A  bi  I  for  the  relief  of  Esther  Parrot. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  re- 
presentatives of  Don  Carlos  de  Villemont  was  next 
taken  up,  and  the  amendment  of  the  committee, 
sttiking  out  the  enacting  clause,  concuned  in. 

n*  question  thru  beitg  on  agreeing  with  the 
aiaendmeat  of  the  commiittee,  striking  oar  the 
enacting  dause  of  tiw  bill  fee  the  relief  of  Nattaa- 
aid  Ooddard  and  others,the  yess  and  luys  W^r;  or> 

duftt,  wbcA  (be  Uoiis;  adjourned, 


IN  SENATE. 
MoNDiT,  January  18, 1841. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  communication 
frcm  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  commuoicatiog 
a  report  from  the  Commiisioner  of  the  General 
lAnd  Office,  in  reply  to  a  resolu'ion  submitted  some 
time  since  by  Mr.  CLir  ol  Kentucky,  in  relation  to 
the  sales  of  the  pablic  lands,  which  hare  been  for 
several  designated  periods  of  time  KaUe  to  sale  at 
pttUie  eatry;  which  was  laid  on  Ihe  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  subsequently  moved  that  one  ihnu- 
sand  additional  copies  yhonid  be  prinu>d;  which, 
after  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  WALKER,  KINO, 
and  CLAY  of  Kentucky,  was  agreed  to. 

AMERICAN  WATER.ROTTED  HEMP. 

The  PRESIDENT  also  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  in  reply  to  a  ictolniioa 
sabfflitted  by  Mr.  BaaTON,  some  day«  since,  in  re- 
lation to  the  use  of  American  water-rolled  hemp 
in  the  nary  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BENTON  mored  that  the  report  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naral*Affairs. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  expressed  his  Kraiifieation 
that  the  Senator  from  Missouri  (Mr.  Bentsn)  had 
introduced  this  snbjrct  to  the  attention  of  the  Se- 
nate and  the  country.  He  himself,  a  number  of 
years  ago,  had  procured  some  hemp  to  be  water- 
rotted  in  Lancaster  county^  Pennsylvania,  the 
place  of  his  residence,  and  to  be  sent  to  ihe  navy 
yard  in  Philadelphia.  After  trial,  it  was  found  to 
be  fnlly  rqua',  it'  not  Superior,  to  the  best  Russian 
hemp.  The  process  of  water-rotting  had,  however, 
been  abandoned,  in  that  county,  in  conifquence 
chiefly  of  an  impression  that  it  was  unhealthy. 

Mr.  Myerle  had  written  him  several  letters  ou 
this  important  subject  That  gentleman,  with  a 
persererance  and  energy  which  daseired  aU  praise, 
had  introduced  extensirely  in  Kentucky  the  process 
of  water-rotting.  He  had  conquered  the  prejudi- 
ces which  heretofore  existed  against  it,  and 
had,  as  he  states,  demonstrated  that  it  was 
not  unhealthy.  This  was  a  mosit  expensive  ope- 
ration, io  which  he  had  risked  his  all;  and  he  had 
thus  rendered  great  service  to  his  country.  Why 
diould  we  be  dependent  upon  foreign  nations  for 
the  article  of  water-rotted  hemp,  which  is  esssniial 
both  to  our  navy,  and  to  our  merchant  service)  Mr. 
Myerle  had  demonstrated  that  our  counirymen 
could  supply  this  artic'e  in  abundance.  He  had 
sent  Mr.  B.  a  specimen  of  his  hemp,  which  had 
been  submitted  to  those  who  were  jodgei  of  the 
article,  and  bad  been  pronounced  rqaal  to  the  best 
Russia  hemp. 

After  Mr.  Myerle  had  embarked  his  all  in  this 
business,  it  would  be  highly  unjust  to  deprive  him 
of  the  beneAt  of  his  exertions.  The  Navy  De- 
partment, according  to  the  existing  laws,  woi  Id  be 
bound  to  grant  the  contract  for  American  water  rot- 
ted hemp  10  the  lowest  bidder.  It  might  thus  bappro, 
and  Mr.  Myerle  was  apprehensive  it  wonid  happen, 
that  some  individual,  taking  advantage  of  the  know- 
ledge acquired  by  his  toib  and  exertions,  might  un- 
deibid  him  a  trifling  amount,  and  thus  impose 
upon  him  til  the  labor  and  expense  of  introducing 
the  process  of  water-rotting  hemp,  whilst  all  the 
advantages  would  re.'^ult  to  another.  He  thought  it 
was  no  more  ihan  strict  justice  that  the  Deparimetit 
should  be  authorized  to  contract  with  Mr.  Myerle 
for  a  reasonable  quantity  of  hemp  at  a  fair  price, 
without  advertising  for  otber  bidders. 

He  was  glad  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri  had 
moved  in  this  business,  as  it  could  not  be  under  bet- 
ter auspices. 

The  motion  to  print  and  refer  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  New  York,  remonstrating  against  the  passage  of 
any  bankfupt  law  nbich  does  not  contain  a  provi- 
sion including  banks  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  ftom  citi- 
zens of  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  in  favor-of  the  passage 
nf  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  HUirriNGTON  presented  a  memorial  of 
citizens  of  Connecticut,  praying  the  passage  of  a 
geoerai  &>|i>>tni^t  law;  wbjcli  was  biid  on  ibe  u- 
me. 


Mr.  MOUTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  meiMrials  of  Iba 
biaaeh  pilois  of  New  York  and  New  Orkua,  re- 
ported a  biU  to  repeal  an  act  eoaoemiog  pilota,  ap- 
proved March  3, 1837;  which  was  read,  and  order- 
ed to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  from  the  Joint  Comiaiilee  on  the 
Library,  reported  a  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of 
Langtree  and  O'Sulltran;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  KINQ,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petitions  of  Caleb  Eddy 
and  Qeorge  W.  Jc  nes,  made  unfavorable  reports 
thereon.  After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  KNIGHT 
and  Mr.  KING,  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WHITE  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for 
satisfying  outstanding  claims  to  aiilitary  bounty 
land  warrants. 

Mr.  PIERCE  gav^  notice  Ihtt  lo-moirow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  relating  lo  judi- 
cial conns  for  the  district  of  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  HENDER90N  presented  Uie  memorial  of 
jiumerous  shipmasters  and  others  in  the  port  of 
New  Orleans,  praying  a  slight  modificaiien  of  the 
laws  relating  to  pilola,  passed  Match  3,  1837; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
prin'ed. 

The  resolntion  submitted  on  Saturday  last  by 
Mr.  Tapfam  to  go  into  an  election  of  Sergeant-aU 
Anns,  vraj,  on  Mr.  T%  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  aubniued  the  folk>w> 
ing  re  lolu  ion;  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

tU»ebnd,  That  the  Seetetaty  of  the  Treasury 
furoish  the  Senate  with  a  statement,  showing  in 
tabular  form  the  lands,  the  titles  for  which  were 
closed  under  the  relief  laws  uf  3Ut  Marcb,  1830, 
and  35th  February,  1831,  giring  the  numbers  of 
acres  in  each  district  which  were  sold  at  and  under 
f  5  per  acre;  from  |5  to  |I0  per  acre;  (torn  |10  to 
il5;&om|15  to|30;froa  $30  to  |30:  from  (^ 
to  |40;  from  |40  to  $50;  from  $50  to  60;  from  $60 
to  $70;  from  $70  m^O;  from  $80  to  $90;  from  $90 
to  $100;  and  $100  and  upwards  per  acre;  the 
amounts  paid  on  such  sales  respectirely  and  for- 
feited; the  rates  at  which  such  salei  were  closed  per 
acre;  also,  the  gro«s  amount  of  lauds  patented  un- 
der each  of  these  two  laws  in  each  dictrict;  the 
amounts  in  gross  forwhici  they  were  originally 
told,  the  gross  amounts  paid  on  them  and  forfeited; 
Ind  the  gross  amounts  ftnally  received  for  them. 
BILLS  PASSED. 

The  bill  supplementary  lo  an  act  entitled  "Aa 
act  to  enconrsge  the  introduction,  and  promote  ihe 
cultivation,  of  tropical  plants,"  approved  seventh 
July,  1838;  and 

The  b  II  to  confirm  the  survey  and  location  of 
claims  for  lands  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  east  of 
the  Peari  river,  and  south  of  the  thirty-first  degrees 
of  north  latitude; 
Were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  lor  the  relief  Gregoire  Sarpy,  or  his 
legal  representatives,  was  considered  as  io  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  making  certain  appropriationi  for  the 
Patent  Office  was  taken  up,  and  after  being  ex- 
plained by  Mr.  STURGEON, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  to  strike  out  an  appro- 
-  priaiion  for  collecting  agriculturnl  statistics,  which 
he  advocated  at  some  length.  The  motion  was  op- 
posed bv  Mr.  STURGEON,  Mr.  WALKER,  and 
Mr.  PRENTISS;  and,  it  being  one  o'clock,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  SMITH  of  Conuscticut,  Ihe  furthf  r 
consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

PERMANENT  PROSPECT! VB  PREEMPTION  LAW. 

Tbe  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  pruspective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic laudi,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same, 
and  raise  a  log-cabin  thereon,  be.ng  the  special 
order  t>f  the  day,  was  taken  up,  the  question  btfing 
ou  the  anieodment  oJTered  by  Mr.  Calhoum  to  Ihe 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill  made  by  Mr.  CarrrBN- 
oaa; ' 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alab«ma'addFeF.°ed  tbe  Senate  at 
much  length  ia  favor  of  the  original  bill  and  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Calhoub,  and  in  opposittun  tq 
the  SBbiititnts  proposed  by  Mr.  CurnwDur. 
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On  iMtfaa  tqr  Mr.  WHITE,  who  imimutd  his 
iMeniioB  of  apMkioK  on  *!>«  snW^*  ^  l>ilt  was 
inforaiaUy  paawd  orer;  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER, 
-    TiM  Sentte  went  into  Bxecutire  KSiion. 
f  And  flieo  adjooned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
MoMDAT,  Janoary  18,  184L 

Mr.  CHINN,  on  leare,  ia  parsaaace  of  noiiee 
beMtofore^ven,  iotrodactd  two  bills,  viz: 

A  bill  to  revive  an  act  entitled  "An  «ct  to  aatho- 
rive  the  inhabiunis  of  the  Siate  of  Loaitiana  to  en- 
ter the  back  lands-,"  and 

A  bill  to  unite  the  southeastern  land  distrie',  and 
that  of  the  district  west  of  Pearl  river,  and  east 
•f  the  Island  of  New  Orleans;  and  to  form  a  new 
district  thereof,  and  for  oitier  purposesi 
which  were  severally  read  a  first  and  second  lime, 
aid  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands. 

The  special  order  of  the  day  being  the  conside- 
ration of  the 

TRBASnaV  NOTE  BILL, 

On  (nation  of  Mr.  3.  W.  JONES,  the  House  re 
solved  itself  into  a  Conmiiti:*  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Ad*ms  ia  the  chair,)  and 
took  npsaid  bill;  which  w&s  read,  as  folloirt: 

Bt  it  maetU  &y  tkt  Seiule  mid  House  </  Rtfrettnr 
Utaa  of  tht  United  SttUt  of  Jmtriea  in  Cwngreu 
auembkd.  That  the  President  of  the  United  SiaUs 
n  hereby  anthorized  lo  csuse  Treasary  notes  lo  be 
issn«d  for  such  som  or  sums  av  the  exigencies  of 
the  Gh>vernmf  nt  may  reqnire,  tut  not  exceeding 
the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars  of  this  emission 
outstanding  at  any  one  time— to  be  reimbursed  in 
the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  If  the  condition  of  ihe 
Treasury  will  permit  it — and  to  be  issued  under 
the  limitations  and  other  provisions  contained  in 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  aothor'ze  the  isning  of 
TVeasury  notes,"  approve  1  the  twelfth  day  of  Oe- 
t-iber,  1637,  and  as  mid>fi«d  by  an  act  emitted 
"An  act  additional  to  ibe  act  on  the  subject  of  Trea- 
sury notes,"  approved  the  31st  day  of  March,  1840, 
•zcept  that  this  liw  shall  expire  in  one  year  from 
and  after  its  passage. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Virginia,  said: 

I  propose,  Mr.  Chairman,  very  briefly,  to  assign 
to  the  committee  the  reasons  which  appear  to  rs« 
to  render  the  passage  of  this  bill  necessary  ani 
proper,  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  (he  means  asked 
are  really  required  to  enable  the  Gaveinment  punc- 
tually to  meet  its  numerous  pecuniary  obligations, 
and  to  msioiaio,  unbroken,  its  faith,  it  would  ap- 
pear to  mr,  that  no  other  reason  need  be  assigned 
to  entitle  it  to  the  favorable  con''ideraiinn  of  the 
committee.  And,  however  we  may  differ  among 
ourselves  as  to  the  mode  in  which  relief  should  be 
furnished,  it  is,  I  am  sure,  an  object  which  is  very 
Bear  Ihe  heart  of  every  representative  of  the  people, 
to  save  the  Qovernmentof  hts  own  choice  from  Ihe 
degradation  into  which  it  must  necessarily  sink, 
should  that  relief,  which  is  really  necesstry,  be 
withheld. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  ihe  Trea.'iury  upon  the  state  of  the  finsnres, 
submitted  to  Congress  at  ibe  commeDcement  of  its 
pretest  ses^ion,  musi,  I  think,  satisfy  every  one,  Ibat 
this  measure  is  not  rendered  necessary,  and  con  e- 
quently  is  not  intended  to  provide  for  any  perma- 
nent deficiency  which  is  expected  lo  exist  in  the  re- 
venue of  the  Qovernnent  at  the  clore  of  the  year, 
for  if  he  be  right  in  his  estimates  of  receipts  for  the 
year,  and  the  appropriations  be  kept  mthin  the  es- 
liniales  submitted,  the  receipts  for  1841  will  be  suf- 
ficient to  discharge  af  well  all  ordinary  expenditures, 
as  those  pans  of  the  ouisiandng  debt,  funded  cr  un- 
funded, whii:h  may  become  due.  But  it  is  in  eud. 
et  SI  to  use  the  ciedii  of  the  Qovernmeni  a.x  to  an- 
ticipate, and  that  for  a  short  time  only,  the  revenue 
of  the  Qjvernmebtj  for  it  must  be  obvious,  th^t 
thrown,  as  the  receipts  and  expenditures  are,  most 
unequally,  upon  different  periods  of  the  year, 
while  the  receipts  for  the  whole  ye^r  may  be  amply 
suflicient,  they  may  not,  and  probably  will  not,  Im 
realized  in  time  to  meet  ihe  liabilities  as  they  are 
expected  to  ari>e.  It  is  not  common  thst  the  Go 
vemment  rea'izes  its  heaviest  receipis  nnlil  the 
third  quarter  of  tb*  year;  produced  priacipally  by 


Ihe  faU  importations  of  waolens,  on  whidi  cash 
duties  are  paid,  which  are  immediately  available. 

The  revenue  for  the  first  qaarter  of  the  year,  ex- 
clusive of  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  1841,  is  estimated  at  (3,fi00,000. 
The  labilities  of  the  Government  during  the  same 
n'eriod  are  estimated  at  |5  430,000,  as  will  more 
inlly  appear  by  referente  to  the  following  state- 
ment of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  first  qaar- 
ter of  184  L 

A. 

BttlMtufar  thtfirtt  auarier  ^  1841,  tnding  March3\»L 
1.  RaoaiPTS. 

From  dutiM,  considering  ilie  targe  (]rawbtcl[a  arid  refondinf 
under  new  Jadiciat  aeclaions,  unleae  the  law  ia  apeedlly 
amended,  not  orer     ■  .  ■  ■  ■  ti,OOOfi(IO 

From  Bates  oflaudt^  unleaa  the  tianlu  resume  apecie 
paymeriia  iramediatelj,  net  over     .  .      450,000 

From  raiacellanoous  aourcea,  and  fh>m  indebted 
lianka,  il  funhartiuM  iafiren  to  iboae  in  Naiebaz, 
and  tile  United  States  Bank  pays  Its  tMlance,  asez- 
pecied,  to  a  special  object,  and  not  for  general  pur- 
|M(es,aliout eajDM 

•3.600000 


il  EzpiHDrrrMS. 
Otiiatiy  oau,  Including  pensioos,  teaalon  of  Con- 
'  greaa,  and  usual  nimitxir  of  private  art*  -t^iBOO.OUO 

Diatricidebt  lo  Qolland,  principal  first  Instalment 

and  interest 80^000 

Fisliing  twuniies,  either  out  of  the  Treasury,  or  r» 

served  fruiii  the  accruinK  revenue    •  -  '   300,000 

Most  ofthe  expenses  for  uiring  ibe  census    -  -      550,000 

•6,430.000 


So  that  if  an  available  balance  be  kept  in  l|ie 
Treasury,  and  the  receipts  for  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year  be  realized,  they  will  not  be  sufficisot  lo 
meet  the  expenditures  by  one  million  nine  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  dollars;  and  when  yon  shall 
have  applied  the  whole  of  the  estimated  balance  in 
the  Treasury  on  the  first  dav  of  January,  eighteen 
hundred  and  furty-one,if  il  were  all  availabls,  and 
could  be  so  applied,  there  would  slill  be  a  defi- 
ciency of  three  hundred  and  Iwenty-nine  thousand 
one  hundred  and  forty-five  dol'ars.  But  it  is  nrt 
all  available,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  so  applied. 
I  say  it  is  not  all  available,  because  one  hundred 
and  eighty  ihonsaod  dollar;  due  from  the  bank  at 
Natchez,  and  included  in  ihe  estimated  balanos,  has 
not,  as  was  expected,  been  paid;  and  not  more  than 
five  or  six  hundred  thouiand  dollars  of  the  balance 
is  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Union,  where  it 
could  be  made  available  in  lime  to  meet  Ihe  heavy 
demands  which  have  been  already  adverted  to,  and 
where  three-fourths  of  the  expenditures  are  re- 
quired. The  balance  isin  the  land  offices  to  the 
West,  in  the  mints,  and  other  smaller  depositories, 
some  seventy  or  eighty  ia  number,  scattered  over 
the  whole  country.  1  mi«ht  aUo  add  that  the  con- 
struction given  to  the  tariff  la  ivs  by  the  courts  of 
the  United  Siaies,  which  almost  daily  cause  heavy 
amounts  of  duties  lo  be  refunded,  and  tb«  draw- 
backs on  refined  sugars,  and  other  articles,  have 
contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  less-en  the  receipis 
from  duties  on  foreign  importations.  But  as  no  le- 
gislation could  correct  the  mischief  in  time  to  afford 
'.easonable  relief,  the  commitlee  have  reported  this 
bill. 

I  have,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  I  promised,  very 
briefly  presented  to  vou  a  statement  of  Ihe  estima- 
ted li^biltiies  of  the  Treasury  for  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year,  with  its  mean.':  for  meeting  those  liabilities, 
from  which  I  think  it  must  maoife-sily  appear  that 
temporary  provision  at  any  rate  is  required  at  the 
hands  of  Congresx.  I  h&ve  also  pointed  Ihe  commitlee 
to  some  ofthe  causes  whic't  produce  that  deficiency. 
I  am  aware,  sir,  ihit  it  may  be  argued,  that  this 
this  deficiency  is  not  temporary  merely,  but  per- 
manent; and  eonv  quently  that  prnvision  should  be 
made  not  for  a  tempotary,  but  for  a  peimanent 
deficiency  in  the  Treasury.  If  such  an  as-sump- 
lion  be  ncll  founded,  the  conclusion  I  admit  would 
fo'low.  But  is  Ibe  pcsiiion,  that  ihe  deficiency  is 
permanent,  a  sound  one?  And  in  deciding  the 
question,  we  should  look  to  the  most  authentic 
sources  of  information  within  our  reach.  Now,  sir, 
to  nbom  shoulil'Cougress  and  the  country  logk  for 
information  upon  this  important  subjecti  Why, 
it  wsuld  seem  to  me,  to  that  officer  whose  slaiion 
opens  to  bim  ev«iy  avenue  of  information;  and 
whrse  duty  chargos  him  with  the  general  super- 
intendence and  management  of  the  financial  af- 
fairs of  Ibe  counvy— the  Secretary  of  the  Treasa- 


ry. Hence  il  is,  that  be  ia  required  to  t«biiiit«a- 
timates  both  of  the  lerenue  aud  ezpenditonaef 
the  Government.  He  haa  hitherio  beea  looked  to, 
and  properly  1 4hink,  to  fumid  Congress  lnfonw» 
lion  upon  all  aubjeets  rolating  to  the  tttaaof. 
This  duty  he  has  performed  at  the  eammeneemeiit 
of  the  present  session  of  Coagrees^  I  beg  lesre  t« 
refer  to  his  annual  report.  (Doenmeat  Numbet 
three,  page  seven)— he  says: 

"It  may  beauisd,  rrom  (ha  bsal  data  hi  poasssikn  of  Aii 
Uepartnient,  thai  l)i«rK*lpla,  nulsr  Ihe  exiittig  bnrs,  will  pea 
bal>ly  be  aa  follows: 
From  customs,  •IS.OOO/BO 

Fromlanda, 3,fl0lliai» 

From  miscellaneous,         ....         at^OOO 
Add  the  expected  balance  in  the  Tieaaniy  avails. 
bl«  on  the  let  January  next,  •  I,BB0,8B 

The  aomwale  of  ordinuy  maaos  fn  lb*  nut 
year  would  then  be,  -  •  -  »8t,160,aB 

There  will  be  noUiIng  more,  eHhsr  of  principel 
orinleresLdee  fram  buke,  which  is  likely  to  be 
made  available,  except  about  ZnfiOO 

A  power  will  exist,  under  the  act  of  Slat  Maieh, 
IMO,  to  issue  Treasury  notes  1HI  a  year  Irom  its 
passage  expires,  but  not  lo  make  ibe  nhnU  eaaie- 
sion  outstanding  at  any  cua  time  exceed  five  mil- 
lions ol  dollara. 

This  will  famish  additional  means,  equal  lo  uw 
computed  amount  which  can  be  issued  ai  the  cksa 
of  the  present  year,  beiag  about  3«,ol8 

Uenoe,  there  mar  be  added  from  ibeae  aevenl 
eourcesaomuchastomakoUiewhol^meaiBforthe    _.  _.^ 
next  year        .  .  -       -  -  -    91,729,473 

On  the  other  hand,  the  expondituies  for  1811,  for 
otdioaiy  purposes,  if  Congress  make  no  redooioo 
in  Uie  appropriations  reqaeatsd  by  the  dilTatMit  Ds- 
panmenis,  are  estimated  at  -    I9,!a!0,aail 

This  would  leave  a  balance  In  th«  Traaaoiy  at  ^_ 

Ihe  ckMs  ofthe  year  equal  to  •  -     6,473,473 

But  certain  payments  must  abo  bemads  on  ac- 
count ofthe  funded  and  unfunded  debt,  unless  Con- 
gress authorise  coouracia  In  be  formed  for  nttodiag 
the  time  of  their  paymsol.  Tbas  Iheio  will  bs  n- 
quired: 

On  account  ofthe  fondad  dsbt,  chlafly  for  tlw  d- 
UssoaibisDiairicc  ....        149^ 

For  the  redemption  of  TrMsary  nole^  if  all  Ibe 
otbers  be  issued,  which  can  be  under  IM  pissenl 
law,  as  then  tha  amount  returned  within  A.  D.  1811, 
«iU  probably  net  exceed  •  •    yeOfiOO 


btimaled  balance  in  the  Treaswv  at  Ibeclostor 
Ihe  next  year,  after  all  paymsnls  wbalavsr 


taaun 


I  think,  sir,  that  I  most  have  auceeeded  in  d*> 
monf  trating,  from  data  wMeh  is  aniheniie,  and  Ik* 
best  within  my  reaoht 

1st.  That  the  resources  of  the  Oovenment  fur 
the  year  are  not  only  sufficient  to  meet  its  liabilities 
for  the  year,  including  the  redcmptioa  of  |4,500,000 
of  Treasury  notes  now  outstanding,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  that  portion  of  the  public  debt,  funded  aiid 
nafunded,  which  will  fall  doe;  but  that  there  will 
be  a  balance  ia  the  Treasury-  at  the  end  of  the  yew, 
of  (834,373. 

2d.  That  such  are  the  inequalities  between  ihe 
receipts  and  expenditures  as  to  render  temporary 
relief  necessary  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year;  and 
it  is  to  guard  the  Trcawry  against  these  inequU- 
ties  and  flnetnatlona  between  the  reeeipis  anid  ex- 
penditures, that  the  present  measure  has  beea  in- 
troduced. 

That  some  measure  ealcu'ated  to  obviate  Ihe  tiif- 
ficultie.<i  arising  from  these  causes  was  to  have  been 
expected,  appears  to  me  almosi  too  obvieits  to  re- 
quire commeiH.  I  will  refer  the  comminee  to 
pages  9,  10,  and  11  of  the  Secretary's  report;  and  I 
do  II  is  as  an  act  of  justice  to  a  faithful  poblio  of- 
ficer.   The  Secretary  says: 

■'Previona  to  the  doae  of  (he  year,  should  CongKsa  pass  ainr 
new  appropriations  whlcii  may  be  Imraediaiely  exaaodsd,  an  M- 
diunnal  chaifra  to  that  extent  will  thus  lie  imposed  on  lS4(h  and 
if  amouniing'io  any  conaiderable  sum,  it  might  piudenUy  be  ac- 
companied by  Bome  provision  of  new  meana  sufficient  f^  in 
paymeni." 

Again  he  says: 

"Il  will  be  observsil,  however,  Ibat  (hoogtl,  under  eitlMT  of 
theao  arrangemeiiia,  siiuugh  might  be  obtaioed,  wjibin  the  whole 
of  ISil,  fur  the  objects  cOQ'einplaieJ,  yet  noi  adue  orsuSeieDt 
proportion  in  the  nrst  quarter;  because  by  that  time  all  the  mta* 
auras  are  not  likely  logo  into  full  operation,  nor  much  of  t^aa- 
ticipaied  increase  to  happen  in  the  actual  recaipta  of  dul^  aa* 
der  existing  laws.  Unusually  heavy  expeneea  will  also  (all  QO 
that  quarter  in  the  next  year.  In  addition  to  a  fuU  pwtian 
of  moai  of  ihe  current  txpsnaea,  and  iha  wlula  peaahn 
(■ayinenls  Tor  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  one-third  of  a  mil- 
lion or  mors  for  sit  the  annnal  fishing  bounties,  there  Win  be 
imposed  on  It  most  of  ibe  chargse  for  the  whole  year  connasMd 
wlui  the  sssrion  of  Congress  and  private  bills,  aa  well  as  bnfs 
payments  for  taking  Uie  ceasus,  and  for  the  first  tostalment  oC 
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th«  d>bt  or  Mb  Diairlct;  MTwal  of  tbem  u  early  eren  as  the 
Col  day  of  Jaoutty. 

"^RMiitbeaacltCDaXaiMn^  and  tha  coiaideraiioni  that  all 
which  ia  dua  from  the  baaka  may  not  be  their  paid,  and  that  Uis 
talaiica  la  the  Traaauiy,  under  the  policy  ailopied  by  Congreea 
oflaM  yam,  will  of  neceaalty  be  amall,  while  the  aQCtnaifons 
and  iDnttaliiiaa  an  racy  gnat  batwsni  the  receipu  and  expea- 
ditiina  m  diilnaDi  poniona  of  tha  year,  to  which  we  are  coo- 
•unity  exposed  from  caoaes  tliat  hare  on  former  occasions 
hsea  explained  at  length,  it  must  be  ohrloin  that  entire  aafaty 
nqnlnaaoaaditlaMl  power  t»  be  HaeoDablT  conferrtsd  on  tha 
Execotira  to  obtain  at  any  time  wiihiu  1341  such  subsidiary 
naana  aa  raay  be  needed  for  a  few  months,  and  m  may  be  aullj- 
eisiat  to  aaaHe  the  Treasury  ponetually  lo  discharge,  durhig 
that  jraar,  all  the  liaUUiiea  imposed  by  Congreas." 

I  »m  *«*rr,  sir,  that  we  nMiy  be  told  ike  esit- 
nates  m  not  to  bs  relied  opon;  (bat  those  of -tbe 
last  year  gteatly  exceeded  tbe  rereaoe  of  the  year; 
but  Biill  ihey  are  m<re  esu'mstes,  based  tipon  data 
whiek  has  hitherto  famished  ibe  rule  that  has  got 
Tcniad  the  eonrse-both  of  the  Secretary  atd  of  Cob- 
gKS^  and  fiom  which  I  am  oot  disposed  to  depart, 
wdeas  I  shall  be  satisfied  ihat  they  are  foanded  in 
error.  And  fortonate  indeed  will  he  be  who  will 
be  emUed  to  make  a  loleraMy  near  apprMch  to 
cxaetMtain  these  times  of  derangemsnt  ia  the  mo- 
BeiMj  affate  of  the  craotry,  whm  embatrassment 

I  secots  to  baTC  spread  ahttoM  over  tbe  who>e  land, 
and  wiKH  remnioii  saccecds  remlsiott  ia  sneh  ra- 
pid soeeessioa. 

It  is  fciMW»io  erery  gentleman,  that  the  foreign 
eoouBerce  of  the  eomiry  coBsiiinies  the  chief  basis 
of  the  reTenae  of  the  General  Ooyenunent;  and, 
with  a  knowledge  of  this  fact,  who  can  be  at  a  loss 
for  tB  explanation  of  tbe  eztiaordmary  dimination 
which  has  oeenrred  in  the  revenne  from  eastoms 
doriag  the  last  yeail  Who  eoohl  have  antieipaied 
a  faUiingoff  ia  the  imports  of  more  than  fifty-scTcn 
miltions  of  dollars^ — the  impcris  in  1639  (if  I  am 
ri|^   ia  my   reeolketion)  rifine  to    mora  than 

*  fll!(M>00,e(M^  and  sinking  in  1640  lo  less  than 
1105,000.000.  We  also  know  ihst  tbe  principal 
sonrtes  of  our  preteot  lerenne  are  sensibly  affect- 
ed by  ioetaations,  not  only  in  commercial  prospe- 
rity, but  in  ibe  crops  and  in  tbe  banking  policy  and 
credit  syntems,  both  of  onr  own  coantry  and  of 
foreign  nations;  and  the  inflaenee  of  these  eatises 
leeas  to  beeooic  yearly  more  changeable  and  an- 

j  eertaia  in  its  extent.  Let  those  gentlemen  who 
rely  apon  this  grovnd  of  ohjeeiion  torn  their  atten- 
tion lo  the  year  1816— a  time  of  profonnd  peace — 
when  tliere  was  a  falling  off  in  the  rrgalar  receipts 
from  dntirs  from  nine  millions  of  dollars,  in  one 
qaarter,  to  only  three  in  tbe  nezi;  and  in  the  sales 
of  (he  pablie  lands,  trom  tweniy-four  .millions  of 
dollars,  in  1836,  or  an  amount  otrer  half  of  all  re- 
eeired  in  the'  prerioos  forty  years,  to  icjs  thsn 
diree  millions  in  183d.  In  Michigan,  alone,  ihe 
sale  of  the  pnblic  knds,  in  1836,  exceeded  five  mil- 
lioaa  of  doUars.  They  fell  in  1833  to  (154,984; 
aadia  Misnsaippi,  where,  in  1835  and  1836,  they 
exceeded  three  millions  each  year,  they  fell  in  1838 
to  only  196,636.  These  extraordinary  fioctnations 
resalt,  in  part,  from  the  vacUlaiing  character  of 
the  soarees  f  loin  which  oar  revenue  is  deiived. 
Bnt  most  of  them  are  evils  inseparable  from  ihe 
periodical  eontraelfons  and  expansions  incident  to 
the  prcseai  defeciiv*  system  of  bankioir,  in  a  conn- 
try  ao  fall  of  enterprise  as  oars,  with  socb  freedom 
in  panaits,  seefa  facilities  of  intereoarse,  and  inch 
Strang  temptations  to  ra.<h  specnlation.  I  refer  to 
these  facts  for  the  pnrpose  of  showing  how  difflcult 
it  is  fOT  iny  man,  with  even  the  be«t  meant  of  in- 
foraiation  before  him,  to  arrive  at  aay  thing  like 
ezaeiBW*,  under  the  cireamstanees  in  which  the 
eonstiy  ia  placed. 

Bat,  sir,  1  will  SOI  anticipate  ohjeciions.  If  the 
Atioiues  are  to  be  regarded,  it  appears  to  me,  that 
with  a  snfSeiracy  of  acoming  revenne  daring  ibe 
year  to  meet  Iheearrenrt  expenses  of  the  year,  there 
wilt  certainly  be  a  deficiency  to  meet  them  daring 
Ibe  ftnc  qoarter,  and  possibly  for  a  loncer  period; 
etrtainly  for  a  longer  period,  nnless  litnely  provi- 
iioa  be  made  by  Congrefs;  and  the  qnestion  arises, 
as  lo  what  Is  the  best  mode  of  fomishing  the  relief 
raqaired.  I  know,  sir,  that  moch  diversity  of  opi- 
nlonitzisis  among  tbe  members  of  this  Hoase  on 
this  sB^eet.  I  know  that  ii  has  been  so  on  all  prerions 
oeeasions,  when  similar  measnres  have  been  intro- 
duced. The  fioends  of  ihe  measnre,  regarding  the 
deMcnqrin  iheTreaaaryas  merely  temporary, 
pra|ioae  lo  aatisipata  for  a  shart  time  only,  the  re.. 
T«B«e  of  Hw  Garemmeni,  which  cannot  be  received 


in  lime  40  meet  its  liabilitiej  as  they  may  arise. 
Qenilemen  siaadiDg  opposed  to  as,  regarding  iht 
deficiency  not  as  temporary,  bot  permanent,  will  in 
all  ptobabiliiy  propose  on  this  occasion,  what  has 
been  before  proposed  in  similar  ra-«s — to  make  per- 
maoent  provision  for  it  by  coniraciing  a  loan;  and 
Ihss,  in  all  probability,  lay  ihe  foitadalioB  for  a  per- 
manent national  debt.  I  need  scarce  say  to  yon, 
sir,  that  I  am  opposed  to  a  permanent  national  debt, 
nolens  demanded  by  cirtMirajianees  of  overruling 
necessity.  Whether  the  deficieooy  now  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  be  temporary  or  permanent,  most  be 
judged  of  by  os  from  Ibe  best  iaformation  whhin 
our  rcaob;  that  a  deficiency  exists  has,  1  tbink, 
been  clearly  shown  by  tbe  doeumeott  referred  lo; 
and  that  it  is  temporary  merely,  we  hare  the  antho- 
riiy  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whose  report' 
points  US  distinctly  lo  Ibe  means  deemed  by  bim 
sufficient  to  meet  all  the  charges  apon  the  Treasury 
during  the  year;  and  in  this  view  of  the  question 
we  aie  called  upon  to  determine  whether  it  would 
be  best  to  issue  Trvasury  notes  or  negotiate  a  loan; 
the  one  mode  will  afforcl  prompt  and  speedy  relief, 
tbe  other  may  iwi;  one  is  ceriaio,  the  other  uncer- 
tain; the  one  is  within  our  grasp,  the  other  beyond 
our  ccnirol. 

Bnt  it  has  been  shown,  that  in  whatever  form 
the  relief  asked  for  may  b«  furnished,  such  is  the 
condition  of  tbe  Treasury  as  (o  reqaire  that  it 
shonid  be  speedily  provided;  such  are  the  pressing 
demands  upon  it  at  ibis  time,  and  so  Mrgt  the 
amount  to  be  provided  by^  ihe  4'b  of  March,  when 
more  than  |1,000  000  for  pensions  will  be  payable, 
Ihat  if  tbfte  was  a  cer(aip(y  of  prrcoricg  the 
amount  by  a  loan,  tbe  delay  (o  which  tbe  officer 
charged  with  the  bubject  would  be  subjected  in 
giving  notice,  advertising,  receiviog  sealed  propo- 
sals, and  negoiiating  th ^  It-an,  would,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, postpone  it  lo  a  period  too  remote  to  meet  the 
exigency  against  which  it  is  iateoded  to  guard.  In 
the  face  of  these  difficaliiei>,  it  does  appear  to  me 
both  wise  and  politic,  to  ndopt  the  measure  pro- 
posed, which  has  hiiherlo  provend  efi^ectual  lo  furnish 
in  the  most  convenient  form,  and  in  the  speediest 
possible  manner,  the  contemplated  relief. 

But  is  it  certain  (hat  a  loan  could  be  nego(iated 
at  ain  To  my  mind  it  appears  exceedingly  duabt- 
ful.  Now,  sir,  let  it  be  borne  in  mind,  tbat  fr<'m 
Ihe  most  authentic  data,  tbe  deficient?  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  is  temporary  merely,  and  not  permanent: 
it  is  expected  to  be  rtimbut^ed  at  the  close  c  f  tbe 
present  year;  and  if  this  be  so,  there  certainly  ran 
exist  no  sufficient  reason  why  we  should  borrow 
for  a  longer  period,  since  it  would  impose  opon  tbe 
Qovemment  the  obligiction  of  paying  inlerest  upon 
a  debt,  which  its  wants  would  not  rrquirr.  The 
question  then  recurs,  could  yon  be  likely  to  nego- 
tiate a  loan  for  so  short  a  period?  The  capi- 
talist, I  pi^same,  in  making  his  investmerrts 
of  monty,  would  look  first  to  the  security  of 
the  inves(ment  itself;  and,  secondly,  to  tht  lime 
for  which  ills  to  continue — and  bence  ihat  an  in- 
vesimeat  in  Government  securities  extending 
throufh  a  series  of  years,  would  perhaps  be  more 
desirable  than  tuiy  other;  but  the  fact,  that  it 
wonid  be  redeemed  wiJiin  a  year,  would  sirip 
from  it  all  its  attractions,  since  the  capitalist  to 
whom  the  Government  woald  look  to  take  tbe 
loan,  would,  in  all  probability,  have  to  sell  out 
bis  stock  in  tbe  funds,  or  draw  in  bis  money  ee- 
cuced  by  trust  deeds  and  mort^agei;  fori  presume 
Ihat  no  judicious  capitali«i  woald  ever  keep  a  very 
large  amount  of  money  locked  up  idle  in  bisdettk, 
when  it  cou'd  be  jadioioosly  invested.  And  what 
prudent  man  would  be  wiliiog  lo  change  these  se- 
curities for  such  a  eoniingenoy  as  thitl  It  were 
idle  to  expect  ll. 

Again,  can  yon  cer(«inly  rely  upon  procniiDg 
tbe  amouBi  required,  by  a  totn,  upon  reasonable 
terms,  at  a  time  when  the  people  are  in  debt, 
Ihe  Stales  of  this  Union  ia  debt,  and  nations  are  in 
debtl 

Tbe  next  resort  would  be  to  tbe  banks.  Should 
ed  to  procure  it  from  that  qaarter.  Bemrmber  we 
may  posiibly  want  |S,00O.0qO,  and  that  in  specie, 
or  it»  equivaleni,  conveiiible  paper,  if  there  te 
any  snch  tbii}g.    Why,  sir,  we  know  ihat   the 

i_  banks  are  now,  as  (hey  have  been  for  nearly  three 
years,  unable  lo  redeem  their  «wi}  notes  in  specie. 


And  although  the  time  is  at  hand, when  by  the  enact- 
ments of  the  L^datutcs  of  States,  Ihey  are  n- . 
quired  to  resume  tpeeie  payments,  the  strong  pro> 
bability  it,  that  Ihey  will  either  not  resume,  or  if 
they  do,  ihat  ii  will  be  followed  very  quickly  by 
anothet  snspensioD.  At  any  rate  it  woald,  in  the 
present  envied  condi  ion  of  Ihe  banks,  be  a  very 
unsafe  reli-ince. 

But  pass  this  hilt  and  it  opperate*  directly  lo  re- 
lieve the  banks.  It  will  famish,  in  the  form  of 
Treasury  notes,  to  the  extent  of  the  issue  under  it, 
a  subsli  luie  lor  tpecir.  These  notes  will  sooa  tind 
their  way  to  onr  Atlantic  cities,  and  be  received  at 
the  ctutem-bouws  in  payment  of  duties.  They 
Kill  also  find  their  way  to  tbe  West,  and  go  into 
tbe  land  offices  in  payment  for  the  public  lands;  and 
so  far  from  operating  injuriously  to .  the  banks, 
tbe  effect  will  be  to  sustain  and  relieve  them. 

In  ihe  remarki  which  I  have  now  submilted,  I 
have  pndeavored  lo  present  the  subject  before  Ibe 
committee,  in  a  fisan  ial  view  atone,  apart  from 
tboee  exciiiag  political  topics  so  ofiaa  lolrodaceil 
in'o  tbe  debates  in  this  Houw.    ' 

The  means  provided  by  the  bill  now  under  oon> 
sideraiion  are  considered  amply  sufficient  to  enable 
tbe  Qovemment  to  meet  pnaclually  all  its  liabiliiita 
during  the  year;  and  I  have  only  farth-T  to  express 
tbe  hope  that  those  into  whose  bands  the  adamiai- 
s(raiicn  of  the  Goverameot  must  shortly  p^sa,  raay 
be  enabled  so  to  direct  Ibe  ship  ef  State  as  to  pre- 
serve, in  their  purity,  our  Republican  institutions, 
advance  tbe  prosperity  of  our  common  country, 
and  promote  the  happine;j  of  its  citizeas. 

Mr.  BARNARD  thsa  took  the  floor  in  opposi- 
tion to  tbe  bill.  He  submi.ied  the  following  amead- 
meni;  but  en  a  question  ariFing  as  toils  beiag  ia 
order,  it  was,  for  the  preaeni,  withdrawn. 

Rttolttd,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  en 
the  sute  of  the  Union  be  discharged  from  the  ftu-* 
Iher  consideration  of  the  bill  in  relation  lo  Trea- 
snry  notes,  and  that  tbe  subject  of  making  provi- 
sion for  the  wants  of  tbeTreasaty  be  referred  back 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Ways  and  Means  with  ia- 
structions — 

1.  To  briag  ia  a  bill  aoihorizing  the  Secrettry 
of  the  Treasury  to  borrow  ten  millions  of  dollars 
on  the  credit  ofthe  O^ivemmeni,  and  lo  issue  btmds 
Or  scrip  ikerefor. 

3.  To  bring  in  a  bill  ioiposing  additional  reve- 
nue oa  wines,  silks,  linens,  spicer,  and  other  arti- 
e'.ts,  being  luxuries,  imported  into  the  Uitiied  States, 
but  in  socb  manner  as  not  to  eonflict  with  the 
principles,  policy,  and  spirit  of  ihe  act  ol  91  Msr^b, 
1833,  commonly  called  the  "comptomise  ac'." 

Without  concluding,  Mr.  B.  gave  way  toamo- 
lioa  that' the  committee  rise;  which  motioo- pre- 
vailed, 

And  the  House  adjoamed. 


IN  SENATE. 
TnvsDiT,  lannary  19, 1841. 
Mr.  BAYtARD  appeared,  was  qtaUfied,  and  took 
bis  >eat  in  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a  i«- 
.port  from  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  iu  compli- 
ance with  a  resoluiicn  of  the  Senate  in  relation  lo 
the  land  granted  tb  the  Stale  of  Indiana  for  (he 
Wabash  and  Elrie  Canal;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

REVISION  OP  THE  TARIFF. 
The  PRESIDENT  also  submitted  the  following 
report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  part  re- 
ply lo  a  resolu'ion  of  the  Senate  of  the  IBtb  insi: 

TBEAStmr    DxPASTHItNT, 

January  18,  1841. 

Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
repurr,  in  compliance  wit'i  the  first  branch  of  a  re- 
solution, whieh  passed  the  Senate  on  Ihe  16lh  insu 
in  Ibes*  words; 

"Aeieletd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  communicate  to  tbe  Senate,  tbe  plan 
of  a  permanent  change  in  Ihe  tariff,  tbe  details'  and 
general  princip'es  of  nbich,  he  states  in  bis  an- 
nual report  of  the  7dt  ultimo,  he  has  considered, 
and  on  which  he  is  ready  to  report  at  any  moment 
either  House  of  Congress  might  express  a  wish  to 
Ihat  effect." 

Poreseeutg  in  my  annual  report  of  December, 
1839,  that  the  tabjeei  of  a  revision  of  Um  preteat 
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tans'  might  be  ntfely  postponed,  I  tfarn  staled,  that 
it  WM  aot  my  ioltntion  to  examine  it  at  diat  time, 
being  "a  loplo  involving- oonsiderations  of  so  diffi- 
eatt  and  agitatinr  a  eharacter."  Bat  as  some  of 
the  Committee  en  Manafaeturss  afterwards  et- 
preascd  a  wish  for  a  plan  of  such  a  tevteion  to  be- 
prepared  by  the  seseioa  of  1840  and  1841,  and  as 
the  large  rednetiott  which  te  to  taire  place  in  the  da- 
ties  at  the  dose  of  this  year,  and  of  June  1842, 
appeared  in  the  view  of  many  to  render  sadi  a  re- 
TU^on  imperative,  as  a  ijcal  measure,  before  those 
times  anrnd,  I  deemed  it  a  dnty,  for  these  and  Uie 
reasons  nteniioned  in  my  lavi  aana&l  report,  to 
malte  tlie  praparations  expected,  so  liiat  a  system 
might  be  in  readiness  for  the  consideration  of  the 
eommitieeor  Cktngiess,  shoaid  it  appear  tonbem 
that  ihepublie  tnteresis  required  action  on  the  sub- 
jeet  at  the  present  session. 

A  eall  being  now  made  for  it  by  the  Senate,  and 
snppoeing,  from  the  langaage  used,  and  the  ad- 
vneeA  period  of  the  se^ion,  that  an  early  reply  is 
dcaired,  I  snbmit,  withoat  material  alteration,  ihe 
plan  referred  to,  with  its  "details  and  general  pria- 
ei|riea.*' 

b  is  believed  that  the  redaction  in  the  datie;  on 
impMta,  which,  by  the  existing  tarilT,  wiU  lake 
place  in  the  year  1842,  eanirot  vary  mach  from  five 
millions  of  dolbrs.  For  reasons  assigned  in  the 
last  two  auMal  teports  on  the  finances,  the  expec- 
tations ol  the  undersigned  are,  that  if  the  expendi- 
tares  are  properly  and  sevonably  diminished,  it 
wUi  not  be  necessary  to  raise  all  this  amonat  by 
taxation  in  any  form.  Bat  shonld  Congress  think 
differently,  and  conclnde  to  obtain  it  by  revising 
the  present  laws  m  relation  to  dalles,  it  is  beli«ved 
that  certain  facts  and  principles  are  highly  impor- 
tant for  consideration,  in  deciding  what  kind  of  a 
revision  is  competent  and  most  appropriate.  In 
staling  these  facts  and  principle^  with  a  view  to 
explain  the  plan  called  for  'by  the  resolution,  all 
poatibk  brevity,  consistent  with  the  impor:ance  of 
the  snl^eot,  will  be  employed. 

The  chief  legislation,  which  now  exists  in  force, 
bearing  on  this  inquiry, tscontaintHl  in  anactpa-sed 
March  3J,  1833.  1  hat  act  is  supposed  to  have 
bees,  not  an  ordinary  measore  of  legislation,  but 
the  result  of  a  compromise  between  certain  great  and 
conflicting  interests  on  the  d  fiiculiies  then  involved 
in  the  agitating  matter  of  the  tariff.  Hence,  though 
the  act  was  in  the  form  of  a  law,  and  therefore 
liable,  in  a  proper  case,  to  any  future  modification 
or  repeal  of  its  provisions,  it  is  andrrstood  that  the 
parties  mtst  concerned,  eontemplaied  thereby  a 
permaneat  arrangement  of  the  leading  principles 
that  shoaia  afterwards  control  the-  whole  fub- 
j<cr.  The  importance  of  the  emergency  which 
oseasioncd  the  passage  of  the  law— Ihe  distin- 
guished iadlviduals  who  participaied  more  im- 
mediately in  adjusting  its  provisions,  and  the 
salutary  iafloence  of  lUeir  oration  np  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  in  imparting  a  degree  of  -stability  to  our 
manofactnring  enterprise,  songht  in  vain  through 
the  previoos  flnctnaiions  of  legislation,  have  pro- 
bably coniribtifed  to  strengthen  this  impression. 

Bnt  however  that  fact  may  have  beto,  and  sub- 
ject to  subsequent  alterations,  as  ail  laws  must  pro- 
perly be  considered,  ye',  to  change  (be  lioiilaiions 
in  this  one,  so  pecoliarly  tilaated,  and  to  do  it 
against  the  wishes  of  persons  most  inieteited,  rr 
without  the  apology  of  some  public  exigency  or  ne- 
cessity of  State,  wonld  surely  seem  to  be  DDnc«es- 
said  and,  at  least,  of  doubtful  propriety. 

Beiiee.at  this  period  of  peace  abroad,  of  tran- 
quillity at  home,  of  great  exemption  from  pablin 
debt,  and  pf  ouquesiienable  ability  to  raise  ample 
revenue  without  encroaching  upon  the  plain  im- 
port of  the  compromise,  the  undersigned  canot-t 
besilate,  while  considering  what  would  be  the  most 
appropriate  revivion  of  the  tariff  for  Ihe  waa's  of 
1842,  to  recommend  one  which  shsll  not  violate 
tbe  ftipnlations  contained  in  that  compromise. 
WhatjIhen,  ate  those  stipulations  or  reslrictiooii? 

1.  The  first  seems  to  be,  ihat  a  tedaction,  by  in- 
stalments, of  the  former  rate  of  dutiec,  when  ex- 
ceeding tvenly  per  cent  shonld  fortb with  com- 
mence and  continue  anintermpted  until  July  lit, 
1842;  so  that  when  that  period  arrived,  no  d«  lies 
whatever  shonld  exceed  twenty  per  cenu  Tbe 
leading  section  of  the  act  is   explicit  upon  this 


paint.  llenee,  to  defer  or  repeal,  as  some  have 
piopoeed,  the  two  reductions  now  remaining,  and 
which  are  to  lake  affect  in  1843,  would  keep  ma- 
ny doties  higher  than  twenty  per  cenL  and  thus  be 
in  direct  violarion  of  this  general  provision.  Bnt 
if  these  last  redactions  shonld  create  a  deOeieney  in 
the  revenue,  the  6'b  section  of  the  act  wonUI  allow 
it  10  be  supplied  in  a  different  way.  Beeaose  this 
section  provides,  that  in  such  an  event,  nothing 
comatned  in  the  law  shall  prevent  "altering  the 
rales  of  dnfy  en  articles,  whidi,  by  the  afore»id 
acts  of  14ih  July,  1832,  are  subject  to  a  less  dnty 
than  twenty  per  cent." 

2.  It  will  be  seen,  ho#ever,  that  this  provision 
contains  a  second  restriction,  by  limiting  any  revi* 
tion  made  before  1842,  foran  incrrase  ot  the  tariff, 
to  only  sneh  articles  as  pay  less  duty  than  twenty 
pir  cent. 

3.  The  next  and  third  restrietioo  on  a  revision  is, 
that  though  one  may  h«  made  before  1843,  for  pur- 
poses of  revenne,  if,  when  increasing  the  duties,  it 
be  confined  to  articles  paying  less  than  twenty  per 
cent  yet  it  shonld  not  raise  the  tariff  on  those  above 
that  rate,  even  for  revenue,  much  less  probably  for 
any  other  purpose.  The  close  of  the  6th  section 
seems  to  be  express,  that  the  duty  on  ariides  pay- 
ing a  lers  rate  than  twenty  per  ceni.  if  chtngrd  be- 
fore 1842,  riiall  be  altered  "in  snch  manner  as  tiot 
to  exceed  that  rate." 

Wbat  would  be  deemed  the  proper  disposition  of 
this  limiialioD,  if  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  on  all 
imports  wsnld  not  yield  sufficient  for  the  legitimate 
purposes  of  revenne,  mnst  be  settled  when  the  case 
ihall  arise.  But  it  is  believed  that,  with  proper 
economy,  thwe  is  no  likaiihood  of  sach  a  case  ever 
occurring  in  a  period  of  peace. 

4  Another  restriction,  supposed  to  have  been  in- 
tended, is,  thai  if  a  revision  bis  made  to  operate  af- 
ter June  30tb,  1842,  instead  of  before,  still,  as  a  ge- 
neral rule,  none  of  the  duties  shall  be  then  raised 
alwve  twenty  per  cent.  Thus,  the  close  of  the 
Sth  section  provides  ihat  "^11  imports  on  which 
(be  1st  section  of  Ihis  act  may  operate,  and 
all  articles  now  admitted  to  entry  free  from 
duty,  or  paying  a  less  rale  of  dnty  than  twenty  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  before  the  said  30th  of  June,  1812, 
from  and  after  tbaldsy,  may  be  admitted  to  entry 
subject  to  snch  duty  not  aeuding  toeniy  per  cent, 
ad  tnlvrem  as  shall  be  provided  by  law.'*  A  change 
coald  then  be  mads  at  pleasure  from  twenty  per 
cent,  downwards  to  entire  freedom  from  any  im- 
post, bnt  no  increase  was  to  be  permitted  to  go 
above  that  rate. 

Indeed,  the  inference  wonld  seem  to  be  that  the 
compromise  wa?  intended  to  prevent  anydniies 
from  being  assessed,  even  after  1842,  exclnsively 
for  the  porpose  of  distribation,  or  protection, 
whether  below  or  above  twenty  per  cent,  io  amount. 
Because  a  elause  in  the  31  rection  provides,  that 
after  1842  "duties  shall  be  laid  for  ine  purpose  of 
rai^ing  snch  rraemie  as  may  be  necessary  to  an  mo- 
n«int<a(  administration 'of  the  Qovemment,"  but  is 
silent  as  to  reergnising  or  sanctioning  an  aalhority 
to  do  it  for  any  oiher  pnrpo'«.  The  raising  such  a 
revenue  wa.^  Ike  great  object  of  granting  any  pow- 
er in  the  Constitution  to  lay  taxes  and  imposts. 
And  it  would  be  difficult  to  find,  in  a  limited  grant 
of  powers,  like  what  is  contained  in  that  insira- 
ment  for  laying  imposts,  a  Warrant  lo  impo^ 
them  for  other  and  d-stinct  objects,  and 
especially,  if  the  operation  of  such  a  mea- 
ture,  apparently  under  an  atsnmed  authority, 
and  on  a  subject  so  delicate  and  momentous  to 
mankind  as  taxation,  should  tend  to  enrich  parti- 
cnlar  classes  or  sections,  at  the  expense  of  others. 
In  tiuih  the  tariff  is  as  mndi  a  system  of  taxation  as 
aland  tax,  a  stamp  tax,  ora  direct tsxof  any  kind; 
and  is  chiefly  distinguishable  from  them  by  being 
more  subtle  and  less  obnoxions  in  its  form.  The 
confining  of  all  duties,  hereafier,  toalow  rate,  was, 
therefore,  desirable  to  the  great  mass  of  the  people, 
because  it  was  confining  taxes  to  a  low  rale.  It 
was  further  supposed,  without  doubt,  that  thongh 
comparatively  low,  ihey  wonld  yield,  with  the 
other  ordinary  receipts,  an  ample  jnppty  of  revenne 
fur  such  an  "economi(^l  admiaistration"  as  is 
comtemplated  by  this  section  of  the  act.  It  is  also 
probable,  that  many  sound  principles  of  poliiical 
economy  and  a  matnal  desire  to  arrange  ptsrata- 


nently  the  tariff  controversy,  united  to  persuade 
Congress,  not  only  to  reduce  the  duties  lower,  bnt 
to  provide  that  they  should  always  be  kept  lower. 
It  mnst  have  beeh  foreseen,  that  this  wonld  avokl 
the  useless  vacill«tion,  if  not  folly,  of  fil^t  dimi- 
nishing ail  the  duties  to  twenty  per  cent,  by  1842, 
with   a   view   afterwards  of  again  immediately 
raising  them  hbove   it.     It   was   obvion',    too, 
that    by    keeping    the  imposts    more    redoced, 
the  tariff  would  operate  more  advantageously  to 
free  trade,  and  the  procarement  of  redprocal  fa- 
vors abroad.    By  confining,  in  snfastanoe,  any  fn- 
ture  change  to  purposes  of  revenne  nkme,  nad 
within  twenty  per  cent,  instead  of  a  wida  range  of 
thirty,  fifty,  eighty,  and  even  more,  at  liiBea,  pie- 
vionslv  in  practice,  and  frequently  fer  protactitw, 
it  would  likewise  impatt  greater  permanency  and 
prosperity  even  to  nuusafaetnring,  aitd,  with  that, 
io  sjl  other  descriptions  of  indnstry.    It  is  well 
known,  from  recent  experience,  that  such  stabiHtf 
in  CUT  system  of  duties  would  tie  better  for  the  ma* 
ttofactut^r,  as  well  as  the  merchant,  and  the  esai- 
m  unity  at  large,  limn  even  a  higher  rate  expoettl'to 
constant  changes,  beeonse  in  Dw  former  case  iMel« 
ligence  and  foresight  could  make  more  acenraie 
ealcnlations  tvt  the  future.    A  more  uniform  tlvilt, 
a  more  regular  reward  to  industry,  and  a  higher 
tone  of  moral  feeling,  would  every  where  take  the' 
place  of  constant  flnetnations,  mere  gambling  ape- 
ealationa,  and  a  dangerons  overacttoa  from  renewetd 
hopes  of  high  profits — often  so  very  fallaeions. 
Business  aiul  the  currency  weald  then  be  steady, 
and  be  regulated,  as  they  should  be,  rather  by 
the  great  laws  of  trade;  ihan  by  banks  or  politi- 
cians.   Nor  is  this  permanency  injurious  to  tiie  la-  \ 
borer  and  attisan  nay  more  than  to  others;  as  all  \ 
trades  and  regions  of  this  country  are  open  lo  en-  I 
terprise,  and  a  larger  share  here,  than  abroad,  of  t 
the  income  in  vnf.  one  branch  of  ba^ineis  mtfst,   I 
and  ihoald,  uniformly  go  to  wages  rather  tbait     i 
capital,  or  tbe  workman  will,  under  onr  ttm  insii-     ) 
intions,  quit  it  for  more  Incraiive  amploymeu.  Oa  / 
the  contrary,  if  an  unosoally  \u%*  share  go  to  bias  "' 
for  a  time,  in  any  parttcular  put  suit  or  place,  others 
will  soon  rush  in,  partieipaie,  aad  reduce  it  by 
competition  even  below  the  average.    UntforBity 
and  steadiness  are,  therefore,  not  injurious  to  any, 
though  engaged  in  labor  or  mannfactnres,  bnt  tisn- ' 
ful  to  all,  except  the  mete  speculating  classes. 

Two  other  restrictions  exist  in  the  3d  section  of 
Uie  compromise  act,  which  seems  to  have  been  in- 
tended more  especially  for  the  btnefit  of  the  mam- 
factarer.s  Mid  of  the  revenue. 

5.  One  is,  that,  after  June,  1842,  "all  duties  on 
imports  shttU  be  ooUeeted  in  ready  money,  and  all 
credits  now  allowed  by  law  in  the  payment  of  dutfes, 
shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  abolished."  Tnis  was 
regarded  at  that  time,  as  a  change  likely  to  b«  very 
favorable  to  the  manufacturing  class,  by  making 
the  twenty  per  cent,  in  cash  operate,  viriiially,  as  a 
higher  protection  than'  twenty  per  cent,  on  a  credit 
as  now,  of  three  and  six  months,  without  inteie^t. 
In  point  of  fact  it  was,  also,  a  provision,  pro^wiie 
as  to  evils  to  come,  under  an  excessive  credit  sys- 
tem, and  will  be  possessed  of  much  importance  in 
caring  them,  and  in  securing  tbe  Government,  and 
through  it,  tbe  community  at  large,  against  lossas 
by  caedit  to  merefaants  for  duties,  and  by  defaults 
of  oolleetors,  dittriet  atiom«y!<,~  and  marshals, 
ciu%d  by  indulgence  from  them  in  colleetiag  bonds 
lor  duties.  After  June,  1842,  the  importers  of  goods 
will,  in  thisrespeci,  stand  on  the  same  foun&iDB 
with  the  purchases  of  public  lands  While  no  com- 
plaint can  then  be  made  by  either,  of  favor  or  dis- 
crimination,  the  revenne  will  thus  be  rendered  nunrii 
safer,  and  public  and  private  morality  Improved  by 
tbe  removal  of  one  great  souroe  of  speeolatioa  aad 
bankrnplcy. 

6  Tbe  other  restraint  requires  the  duty,  after 
1843,  lo  be  imposed  oa  the  value  of  ihe  mrrohan*  - 
disc  "at  tin  ytrtwhtrt  lh<  same  ikefl  i<  tuUrtd.'"' 
This  will  render  the  twenty  per  cent,  still  more  im- 
portast  to  both  the  manufacturers  and  the  reve- 
nue, by  being  more  secnrc  against  frauds  and  eva- 
sions, and  being  another  virtual  increase  of  duty  on 
the  Fame  articles;  as  the  latter  are  usually  worth 
much  more  here  than  abroad.  Whether  (he  trv 
las  of  litem  here  being  not  uniform  at  dtfetcat 
pons,  wonld,  if  taken  as  tha  guide  in  assNaiaf  tha 
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daty,  be  justly  Ofen  to  any  consiittttional  objection, 
U  ia  Bot  deemed  appropriate  on  this  oecaiion  to 
dfccBWi  From  tbe«e  rations  consideraiion  the  fol- 
lowiair  de^netioDs  are  made^         • 

Tkax  tlie  pieseat  tariff  laws  sfaoald  be  as  little 
diatnibed  by  any  revision  as  poasible,  contistent 
iriMi  the  pablie  wants,  and  an  adberence  to  Fonad 
friaeipkt;  tbat  cbaages  should  be  mads  chiefly,  if 
•ot  solely,  for  purposes  of  revenue;  that  iltese 
etanges,  when  raisi^  the  dnty,  whether  operating 
befine  or  after  July  1, 1843,  should,  as  a  general 
i«le,  be  confined  to  articles  not  paying  a  dnty  as 
high  as  twenty  per  cent.;  that  except  in  extreme 
cases,  it  should  nenr  raise  them  above  that  rate; 
•ad,  Iwlly,  (hat  the  existing  provisions  for  the  pay- 
■cat  of  dalles  in  cash,  and  the  assessment  of  them 
«■  the  vahu  of  the  meichandise  at  the  poit  of  entry 
aftar  1843,  are  too  important  to  be  disregarded. 

A  principle  deemed  asefol  in  carrying  oat  thesr 
views,  isthie:  In  raitiof  the  sam  needed,  if  it  does 
aol  beeoBM  necessary  to  subject  all  free  articles  to 
a  daty,  or  (o  oat  as  hi^  as  twenty  per  cent,  and  a 
diwriminadon  can  therefore  be  indulged  within  the 
reatiictioiis  of  the  compromuie  act,  it  is  doubtless  a 
aooad  axiom  to  select  for  highest  taxation  articles 
of  hixory,  rather  than  of  necessity.    Under  similar 
eireoiMtaaees  it  i>,  also,  aot  only  competent,  but 
expedient,  to  select  such  of  the  furmer  as  compete 
aoat  with  sinular  articles  of  American  growth  or 
■uBufactnre,  ihoogh  not  to  raise  the  duly  on  th(m 
above  the  limitation  of  twenty  per  cent.    And 
anoitfer  disnimination,  sometimes  n.<«fal,  mij^t  be 
to  select  those  articles,  in  certain  cases,  for  an  in- 
creased impost,  not  usnally  exceeding  the   same 
IhwiiatioB,    which    may    be    proper    for    conn- 
icrvuling    injurious    imposts,    placed    on     our 
own   productions  by   any   foreign   power.    Tlie 
broad  and  well  settled  grooad    on  which    these 
distinctions  rest,   cannot    reqaire    on    this    oc- 
caiioB  maeh  detailed  illustration.    For  the  Inxu- 
ries  tt  life  are  enjoyed  by  the  few,   rather  than 
the  many— the  ridi  instead  of  the  poor — and  their 
aae  tends  rather  to  effeminancy  and  pieasnre,  than 
to  what  invigorates  or  makes  naefnl.    Id  a  form  of 
Goverament  like  ours,lhe8e  principles  apply  with  pe 
ealiar  force,  as  an  excessive  indulgence  in  luxuries 
always  operate  as  a  bane  to  republican  mannen>,a<)d, 
ia  tine  ,to  republican  piinciples.  On  the  contrary, 
aitielea  of  universal  nse,  and  considered  as  the 
aeesaiaries  of  life,  are  beneficial  to  all,  and  are  to 
be  dieapened  as  much  as  possible  to  promote  the 
comforts  of  all.    So  what  is  American,  may  well 
be  supposed  entitled  to  receive,  within  the  limi- 
tationc  stipulate  J,  mere  incidental  favor  than  what 
ii  fsreign,  because  obtained  with  more  readiness  and 
eeftaiaty  aa  well  as  being  more  safe  and  independent 
in  its  use.     Nor  can  any  other  country  complain 
wiik  justice,  if  we  counteract  its  high  taxation  cm  any 
ef  our  products,  by  imposing  come  correrpoading 
iMpoat  on  theirs;  and  however  ttnprofitable  such 
ooafliets  usually  prove  to  all  concerned,  yet  when 
aaeh  a  measure  becomes  convenient  (or  our  own 
•seal  pnrpoMs,  or  is  required  by  proper  self  respect, 
a»d  is  kept  withi»>due  restrictions  as  to  the  amount 
of  iaif,  it  is  believed  to  be  entirely  justifiable. 
Tha  prMsat  tariff  is,  in  many  of  these  respeots,  an 
aaoM^y.    Being  designed  to  get  rd  of  revenue 
wbea  it  was  too  abandant,  and  to  diminish  a  »up- 
poeed  protection  .to  mannfactnres,  deemed  nnrea- 
seoably  high,  as  well  as  to  establish  certain  general 
ndes  for  keeping  all  duties  lower  in  fninre,  it  tome- 
liases  omitted  to  make  osrfnl  discriminations,  and, 
as  a  system,  does  not  sufficiently  disconnteoanee 
lazories  or  favor  the  necessaries  of  life.    Indeed, 
the  former  have  already  become  free  in  many  cases, 
and  ia  others  will  be  taxed  lightly,  under  the  tedne- 
lion  now  in  progress;  while  the  latter,  though  at  the 
expense  of  the  consamer,  however  poor,  will  in  al- 
atast  every  instance,  bear  as  high,  if  not  higher 
burden,  ^an  tb<e  greatest  snpeiflaity.  In  proposing 
a  plan  to  raise  the  sum  desired,  one  cardinal  object 
is,  therefore,  to  obtain  the  money  in  a  manner  tbat 
shall  aot  prolong  any  improprieties  orineongraiiies 
ianindple:  and  another  is,  to  do  it,  and  still  preserve 
fatthfolly  the  limitations  and  stipulations  of  the  oom- 
Momise  as  before  explained.   To  furnish  some  data 
tat  practical  legislation,which  may  accomplish  these 
dm^^  harmoniously,  two  tabular  suiements  have 
M»  fttfini,  wWdi  will  atxi  be  briefly  explained. 


The  first  on*  givrs  the  nam«s  and  valoe*  of  all  free 
anicles  imported  into  the  United  States  in  A.  D. 
1838,  after  deducting  onch  of  them  as  wer«  ex- 
ported. (See  A .)  Taking  the  imports  of  that  year 
as  a  guide,  and  perbap*  nearer  an  average,  for  some 
time  to  come,  than  any  other,  though  probably  too 
low,  and  the  vtiue  of  all  the  free  articles,  (exchid- 
ing,  of  course,  specie,  and  the  amount  of  others 
re-exported,)  would  be  about  $38,161,563.  A  duty 
on  these,  indiscriminately,  of  fifteen  percent,  would 
yield  a  nett  revenue  not  far  from  the  five  millions 
that  mar  be  needed  in  1843.  Bat  this  would  em- 
brace Mveral  articles  which,  under  the  principles 
before  suggested,  might  judicionsly  be  left  f^,  or 
at  a  lower  rate  of  dnty  than  fifteen  per  cent. 
Another  mode  «f  raising  the  same]  amount  of 
revenue,  would,  therefoie,  be  preferable,  if  it 
could  be  accomplished  without  including  those 
articles.  Suppose,  then,  that  there  should  be 
selected  from  the  free  articles  thoie  wbioh  may 
be  regarded  most  as  Insaries,  though  not.  ia 
every  respect,  belottgiogexclasively  to  that  clafs. 
Such  are  teas,  coffee,  and  silks.  Should  we  tbea 
add  to  them  others,  conflicting  with  similar  Ame- 
rican prodnetioDs,  inch  at  worste  'S,  linens,  &e.  and 
the  aggregala,  deducting  the  amount  re.ex ported, 
would  be  f29,036,448.  (See  the  second  table,  B.) 
Adnty  of  iweoty  per  cent,  on  those,  after  paying 
the  expenses  of  collection,  would  yield  iboat  the 
same  amonnt  of  five  millions.  This  seems  to  con- 
tain the  general  data  for  the  most  eligible  and  un- 
exceptionable revision.  If  a  less  sum  than  five 
inillions  should  prove  to  be  needed,  as  it  is  pre- 
sumed a  ill  be  the  case  under  the  diminished  expen- 
ditures and  increased  importations,  anticipated  and 
explained  in  the  recent  annual  report  on  the 
finances,  as  well  as  from  the  farther  aogmentation 
of  revrnne  likely  to  happen  from  the  new  mode  of 
assessing  ihe  value  of  merchandise,  any  suitable 
modiBcatioRs  can  be  made  in  these  details,  wiihout 
departing  fioffl  the  principles  believed  to  be  the 
most  appropriate  to  govern  the  sobject. 

So  some  articles  of  loiiwy  not  now  free,  bat  pay- 
ing a  leu  daty  than  fifteen  or  iweaty  per  cent, 
might  very  properiy  be  taxed  to  that  extent;  and 
some  necessaries  of  life  so  sitnated,  might'be  made 
free  or  be  taxed  lower,  instead  of  them.  Among 
the  former  may  be  mentioned  wines,  ihongh  when 
any  of  them  cannot  at  presfut  be  made  to  pay  an 
additional  duty  without  vio'atiog  some  treaty  iti- 
pnlaiioii,  they  should,  of  coarse,  be  exempted 
daring  the  period  agreed  upon.  Where  any  arti- 
cles appear,  also,  to  rrqaire  an  increased  impost 
merely  as  a  countervailing  nteasare,  such  an  one 
could  be  imposed  without  materially  changing  the 
general  result  aa  to  revenue,  if  the  increase  was  net 
made  othertrite  exceptionable,  by  exceeding  the  limi- 
tations in  the  compromise.  Ifor  will  diffienlty  pro- 
bably exist,  in  any  event,  in  permitting  wh«t  is  $o 
very  desirable,  that  some  of  the  articles  of  necessi- 
ty, which,  by  the  present  laws,  will,  after  1849, 
still  pay  a  dnty  of  30  percent,  should  be  then  ex- 
empted from  all,  or  a  part  of  it.  But  whatever 
plan  may,  in  the  eqd,  be  approved,  it  is  apprehend- 
ed tbat  enough  has  been  stated  to  explain  the  de- 
tails of  the  one  now  offered,  as  well  as  the  Hmita- 
tioos  and  prioc  pies  which  ought,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  nndercianed,  to  govern  all  legislation  on  the 
snbjrct.  Nothing  further  will,  therefore,  be  added 
as  to  any  measure  to  be  adopted  for  relief  in~1843, 
except  that  half  the  amnnnt  of  increased  dnty  dionU 
be  made  to  accrue  only  from  the  1st  of  J&nuary 
in  that  ]ear,  and  the  residue  commence  the  1st  of 
Jnly  after,  as  those  are  the  periods  when  the  great 
failure  reductions  begin,  wMcb  the  new  duties  are 
intended  to  supply. 

In  connectinn  with  a  permanent  revision  of  (he 
tariff,  if  mude  in  the  uunner  here  recommended,  it 
would  be  proper,  and«r  a  plan  of  cash  duties  for 
all  imports,  to  enlarge  the  librty  now  enjoyed  for 
depositing  goods  tor  a  tima  in  public  stores.  In- 
deed, Ihe  warehontiog  system,  which  exi'^is  in  some 
•iher  conntries,  might,  in  that  event,  be  aeel^iily 
revised,  and,  so  far  as  the  new  circumstances  re- 
qaircd,  be  adopted  here. 

As  the  higher  class  of  dntieo,  which  exist  under  the 
present  laws,  will  be  reduced  in  1842,  so  as  virtu- 
ally not  to  exceed  an  impost  of  twenty  per  cent,  oa 
the  value  of  the  merchandise  imported,  it  mighi 


also  be  expedient  to  provide  fbr  the  assessment  of 
the  whole  of  them  afterwards  on  the  ad  vaioma 
principle.  At  the  same  lime,  if  not  done  previously, 
some  of  the  large  drcwbaolcs  and  bounties,  now 
allowed,  eoald  be  regulated  with  more  justice,  and 
with  much  benefit  to  the  reveaoe,  by  rednelag  them 
so  as  to  correspond  in  their  proportions  with  the 
reduced  duties. 

Some  other  partienlats  might  be  suggested  in 
coaaedion  with  a  geaafal  and  permanent  revision 
of  the  tariff.  But  they  are  aot  of  such  a  ebaraeter 
as  to  occur  readily  to  all  familiar  with  the  sul^jeet, 
and  after  the  length  to  which  this  report  haa  d- 
ready  extended,  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  pro- 
Ion  it  farther,  by  an  enumeration  and  explanaitoa 
of  ihem.- 

The  other  braneh  of  the  tesolation  in  raepest  to 
the  new  mode  of  valaiag  the  imports  will  be  an- 
swered at  the  earliest  day  praeiieabi*. 
Beapeeifhlly, 

LEVI  WOODBORT. 
Secretary  of  the  tnuuy. 
Hon.  R.  M.  Joaasow, 

President  of  the  Senate  of  the  Daited  Slates. 


Falue  «/  Merehandlit,  "fnt  »f  da/y,"  totmaui  in 
IS38. 

Articles  for  the  ost  of  Ihe  United  Sialej        |3.316 

Philosophical  apparatos,  specially  im- 
ported for  Poilosophieal  societies, 
colleges,  tchools,  dbe. 

Bi/olis,  maps,  and  charts  for  do 

Statnary,  busts,  cists,  Ac.  for  do. 

Paintings,  etchings,  and  engravings 

Botany,  specimens  of 


Il.e39 

31,394 

3.086 

5,763 

7,909 

3  346 

C8.595 

47  9W 

37,446 

3,467 

4,421 

465,448 

300,045 

1,940,385 

131,876 

83,196 

383,703 

36,337 

150,318 

983 

138,995 

988,543 

38,006 

1)G9q 

819,170 

536,793 

78,590 

330,694 

390,343 

10,703,996 

3,387,048 

3  559,946 

7,138,010 

47,999 
39,117 

7,996 

33,453 

462.117 

7,0J3 
51307 
26,406 
91,989 

18.657 
93319 

ginger  ...  1,735 

Oamphur  ... 

Silks,  lace  veils,  shawb,  shade*,  Ac  -       156,034 
other  manafaetares  of     -  •     7,897,343 

Silk  and  worsted  goods  •  •     1,530  154 

Camlets  of  camel's  bair,.fto.  -         89,633 

Worsted  stuff  goods  -  -     3,878,941 

Linans,  bleached  and  unbleached,  Ac.  3,098,657 
Tieklenborgs,  osnaburgs,  and  burlaps  333,034 
Sheetings,  broan  and  wbil*  -«  •  148,554 
BeWagdo^gitizedbyV^OO^  nsSS 


Antimony,  regains  cf 

Spelter  or  zinc  - 

Burr^ooes  nnwroughi 

Brims'one  and  sniphnr 

Bark  of  the  cork  tree 

Clay  nnwronght 

Rags  of  all  kindi 

Purs  nndressad 

Hides  aad  skins 

Plai'ter  of  Paris 

Barilla  ... 

Wood,  dye     •  .  . 

maanfaetared 
Animals  for  breed 
All  o*her 
Pewter,  old    • 
Tin,  in  pigs  and  tars  •        '  . 

in  plats  and  sheets 
Brass,  in  pigs  aad  bars  ■ 

old 
Copper,  in  pigs  and  bars 

in  plats  aitd  sheets  tot  sheathing 
DM  - 

BnUion,  gold 

silver  -  -  ■ 

Specie,  gold 

silver 
Teas 
Cofffe 
Cocoa 

Pi  nits,  almonds 
currants 

prunes  -  • 

figs 
raisias 
Spice,  mace 
nntmcgs 
cinnamon 
cloves 

pepper  -  -       • 

pimvnio 


ii^ 
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Wool  cesiing  less  than  8  c:s  per  lb.   - 

438.669 

ttuicksiher             ... 

56,746 

Ofium          -          - 

67.(i73 

Grade  Skit  pctre        -           - 

119,606 

All  Qiher  articles 

3.854,966 

D«dttel  excess  of  exporu  oar  unports: 

On  dye  wood  -  -  .15,533 

cosoa  •  •  52  946 

camphor  •  -  15,183 

Excess  m  valae  on  pepper      9,994 


152967,350 


-93,656 


$52  873  594 

Dednct  specie 

•      14.712,011 

Balance,  cousomed 

•    133.161,583 

'                                   B. 

atlutiau  of  taUam/rtt  mtidm  coiunmti  in  1838. 

Silk,  and  manaracuues  of 

•  «7,897,343 

Silk  and  worsted, 

-     1,540.154 

Worsted  stufft,           « 

-    3,878,941 

Linens,  bleacbed,  4ke.  • 

-    3,098,557 

Tjeklenbargs,  Ac 

.•       333  024 

Sbeetiogs,       -           -           - 

.      -       148,554 

Belting  dolhr, 

-    ,     86,538 

Woo),  Dnder  8  cents  per  lb.    - 

-       438,669 

Grade  Saltpetre, 

-       119,606 

Animals,  not  for  breed, 

-       150,219 

Pars,  nndresspd. 

-       300,045 

Coffee, 

-    7,133,010 

Tea,    - 

-    2,559,246 

Gopper,  in  pigs. 

-       812,170 

sbeetong, 

-       636,792 

old     - 

78.590 

129,026,448 

Tbe  report  wm  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
b»  priitied.     - 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  presented  lesolDiloBS  of  the  Le- 
giBlataie  of  tbe  State  of  Georgia  in  relation  to  the 
depredations  ot  the  Creek  Indians  in  1836,  and 
askiDg  compeosaiion  therefor. 

Also,,  resolutions  of  the  same  body  in  relation  to 
the  claim  of  Dmnis  Hills. 

Tbe  resolutions  were  severally  referred  to  the 
Coflimttlw  on  Claims. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  also  presented  various  resoln- 
tlotts  of  the  Legialatoreof  Georgia,  asking  for  tbe 
rstablishment  of  mail  routes  from  Dablonega  lo 
BlairsTille;  from  Brnaswick,  Qti.  lo  Tallahvsce  or 
Cbattahoochie,  in  Florida;  from  Laf<iyeite  to  the 
county  seat  in  Dade  county;  from  ClarkesTille, 
Oa.  to  AsbviUe,  N.  C;  from  Irwiastrille  to  Pender- 
ton;  from  Angnsta  to  Caroesville;  from  Newman, 
€)a.  to  Lafayette,  Ala.  The  re^olutlnn8  were  tt- 
farred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  YOUNG  pieiented  resoInUoos  of  the  Legis- 
lattire  of  Illinol!:,  instructing  their  Senators  and  re- 
questing their  Representatives  to  use  their  exertions 
to  prevent  lbs  repeal  o(  tbe  Independent  Treasury 
lav;  and  to  vo:e  sgaiost  all  bills  having  for  their 
object  the  establishment  of  a  Naiional  Bank.  Toe 
resolations  were  rrad.  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  the  petition  of 
Mark  Bnmham,  repretenlative  of  Robert  Rogers, 
deceased;  which  was  referred  to  the  Oonmiiiee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  MBRRICK  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Baltimore,  praying  an  appropriaiicn  by 
Cingress  for  the  eonstrnction  of  a  fortress  on  Sui- 
ter's Point  Flat!:;  which  was  read,  referred  to  the 
Committee  oa  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ANDERSON,  the  papers  in 
raiation  to  the  claim  of  Clemens,  Bryan  and  Com- 
pany, were  permitted  to  be  withdrawn  from  the 
fills  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RUGKU.B3  presented  the  memorial  of  ship 
owners  and  others  inteiested  in  the  navigation  of 
Long  Island  Sound,  praying  for  the  etec'ion  of  a 
iightboaton  Bxeention  Rock;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  KINO  presented  tbe  memorial  of  the  Mobile 
and  New  Orleans  Railroad  Company,  praying  for 


an  ez'ension  of  time  for  tlie  payment  of  daties  on 
imported  railroad  iron;  which,  as  a  bill  has  been 
akeady  reported  on  this  subject,  was  lail  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Michigan,  praying  the  passage  of  a  general  bank- 
rupt law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CRITFENDEN,  from  the  Coinmittee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  the  memorial  on 
the  subject  was  rererred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  De  Tre- 
ville,  deceased;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading, 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whiiji  a  memorial  on  tbe  sobject  had 
been  referred,  reported  a  bill  directing  warrants  to 
issue  for  the  boiinty  land  due  on  account  of  the  ser- 
vices of  Major  General  Duportail,  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral Armand,  and  Major  De  tA  Colcmbe;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WHITE,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  satisfying  out-sianding  claims  to  bounty 
lands  for  military  services  during  tbe  late  war  with 
Great  Briiain;  which  was  read  twice,  and  tcferted 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

fitr.  SBVIER,  in  ponnance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  in  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  Samuel  Maekey;  which  was 
read  twire,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs. 

Mr.  PIERCE,  in  pareoance  of  previoas  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  in  re- 
lation to  the  judicial  courts  of  the  District  of  New 
Hampshire;  which  was  read  twice,  aad  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Jodic'aiy. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  bill  from 
House  making  temporary  provision  for  lunatics  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  was  taken  up  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  after  being  amended,  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LUMPKIN,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Avery,  Saltmarih  and  Company,  was  ta- 
ken np  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  «  third  reading. 

On  ifnoiion  by  Mr.  KING,  the  bill  regulating 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  port  of  Cay- 
enne, in  French  Gaiana,  and  for  the  remission  of 
certain  duties;  and 

The  bill  to  aathorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tiea^nry  lo  refund  the  duties  collected  on  the 
French  ship  Alexandre;  were  severally  considered 
as  in  committee  of  tbe  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  readine. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NORVELL,  tbe  bill  amho- 
rising  the  President  of  the  United  S'a'es  to  canse 
iiurveys  of  tbe  lakes  and  lake  coasts  to  b«  made, 
wai  considered  as  in  committee  of  tbe  whole,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
BILLS  PASSED. 
The  bt'l  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  tbe 
State  of  New  Hampshire  against  the  United  Slates; 
and 

The  mi  for  the  relief  of  Qrrgoire  Sarpy  or  his 
legal  tepresentatives,  wete  severally  read  a  ih'.rd 
time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  KNIGHT,  the  report  of  tbe 
Committee  on  Commerce,  adverse  to  the  petition  of 
Cal<?b  BHdv,  was  taken  up;  and  after  some  remaikt 
by  Mr.  KNIGHT  and  Mr.  KING,  the  report  was 
recoinmitted. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  STURGEON,  the  bill  to 
make  certain  appropriations  for  ibe  Patent  Oflice 
was  taken  np;  and  the  question  being  on  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  CiLHooH  to  strike  out 
the  appropriation  for  the  cellec  ion  of  agricultural 
statistic,  it  was  decided  in  the  negaiif*— ayes  14, 
nays  23,  as  follows: 

TEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Crittenden,  Graham,  Hubbard,.  Kioe, 
Manguffl,  Preston,  Roane,  Sevier,  Smith  of  In- 
diana, and  Tappac— 14. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Kenlneky, 
Clayton,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Hnntington,  Knight,  Linn, 
Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  NorvtII, 
Phelps.  Porter,  Prenus«,  Robinson,  Rasgles,  Stur- 
geon, Tallroadfe,  Walker,  White,  aad  Yoang-^33. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroned  for  « 
ird  reading. 


PEnUANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PREEMPTION  LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  peimanent  prospective  pre- 
emption system,  in  favor  of  rettlsrs  on  the  public 
land.',  who  sbalilbhabit  and  cultivate  the  same,  aad 
raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being  the  special  oriter  of 
the  day,  was  taken  np,  the  question  being  on  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Calhoun  to  the  motion 
to  recommit  tbe  bill  made  by  Mr.  Criitbndsr. 

Mr.  WHITE  addressed  the  Senate  at  gire«t 
lem;th  in .  opposition  to  tbe  amendment  of  Mr. 
Calhoun  and    in   favor  of  tliat  of   Mr.  Cbit- 

TINDEH. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  aa»endmcnt 
offered  by  Mr.  CALHOUN  (propotng  a  cession  of 
the  public  lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie  on 
certain  conditions)  and  decided  in  the  negative^ 
ayes  18,  noes  22,  as  follows:  • 
t  YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anjerson,  Benton,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Kine,  Linn, 
Lnmpkin,  Monton,  Nicholson,  Norvell,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,.  Tappan,  Walker, 
and  Young — 18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Kenincl^, 
Bayard,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Hubbard, 
Huntington,  Ker,  Knight,  Msngnm,  Merrick, 
Phelps,  Pierce,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rnggles, 
Smih  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge,  White,  and  Wright 
—23. 

The  question  wa^  then  taken  on  the  proposition 
of  Mr.  CaiTTKNDEN,  (to  recommit  the  bill,  with  in- 
structions to  report  a  bill  to  di^tribnte  the  proceeds 
of  the  i^les  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several 
States,)  and  decided  in  the  negative— yea«  17,  nays 
24,  as  follows: 

YEAS- Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  KenitteVy, 
Crittenden,  Diton,  Graham,  Hnntington,  Ker, 
Knight,  Mangnm,  Merrick,  Pbelps,  Prentiss,  Rng- 
gles, Smith  of  Indiana,  Southaro,  Tallmadge,  aild 
White— 17. 

NAYS — Mesrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Ba- 
cbanao,  Calhonn,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hnb- 
bird.  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Monton,  Nicholson, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Porter,  Preston,  Robhison,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wright, 
and  Young— 34. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  tbe  proposition 
of  Mr.  PncMTiss  as  a  substitute  to  the  oiigioal  bill: 
"strike  ont  all  after  tbe  enacting  clause,  and  insert 
the  following:  That  every  actual  settler  on  any 
of  the  public  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has 
been  extinguished,  except  such  as  are  hereinafter  re- 
served, being  the  head  of  a  family,  or  over  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  wbo  was  in  possersion  and  • 
housekeeper,  by  personal  residence  ih.-;reon,  at  the 
time  of  the  passing  of  this  act  and  for  four  months 
next  preceding,  shall  be  entitled  to  apre-emption  in 
the  purchase  of  the  hnd  so  settled  upon,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  quarter-section,  at  ih^  minimum  price 
now  e.«tablished by  law" — and  d.cided  in  the  neg»- 
live— ayes  17,  nays  25,  a.s  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayasd,  Calhonn,  Clay  of  Kan- 
tucky,  Clayton,  Criucnden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Hen* 
lingtoD,  Ker,  Knight,  Mangum,  -Mririek,  Pbelpe, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Kuggles,  and  Southard — 17- 

N.\YS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  B«- 
chanan.  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Habbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Muuton,  Nicholson,  Nor- 
vell, Pierce,  Porter,  Robinson,  Se»i»r,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  TaHmadge,  Tkp- 
pan.  Walker,  White,  Wright,  and  Yonng— 95. 

Several  Senators  then  called  for  the  qnestion  an 
ordering  the  bill  to  be  engio^ed  for  a  third  re«£ng; 
wh«n 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  ro!=e  and  said  he  had  aere- 
tal  amendments  lo  offer,  which,  if  it  was  the  wish 
of  the  Senate,  he  was  prepared  to  submit  and  have 
a  vate  taken  on  th^m,  and  be  would  promise  not  lu' 
detain  tbe  Senate  long  by  bi:^  remarks  in  favor  of 
them. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  >aid  ibe  friends  of  the 
bill  were  willing  and  anxious  to  take  the  vote  to 
day.  The  subject  bad  been  before  the  Senate  since 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  and  had  been 
discussed  to  the  almost  entire  exclusion  of  all  other 
business.  He  tbooght  farther  procrastination  of 
tbe  debate  could  lead  to  no  useful  results,  and 
hoped  tbe  qaesiion  would  be  disposed  of  this 
evening.   -^  '  q^ 
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Sereral  Secaton  coincided 'audibly  in  theje  re- 
marks; bat 

Mr.  MERRICK  moved  an  adjournment,  which 
was  carried,  ayes  21,  nays  19. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  BEPRESENTATIVES, 

TinuMT,  January  19, 1841. 

After  the  joonial  bad  b««n  read,  the  fotlowiag 

SENATE  BILLS 

were  «erQ»lly  a  first  and  second  time,  and  refened 

loilw  Committee  on  Pablie  Lands,  viz: 

The  biU  sapp'emeniary  to  an  act  entitled  "An 
•et  10  eneouage  ibe  innodoeiion,  and  promote  the 
ealiivatioo,  «J  tropical  plants,*'  approved  7.h  July, 
1838;  and 

TiM  bill  la  eonArm  the  surrey  and  location  o> 
ciaima  for  lands.ln  ihe  State  of  Misuacippi,  east  of 
the  Pearl  liver,  and  sontb  of  the  tbiny-brst  degree 
of  north  latitodr. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  MALLORY,  on  leave,  offered 
tbe  foUowiag  resolatioo,  which  was  adopted: 

JimUni,  That  the  Sierriary  of  War  be  direct'  d 
to  famish  ibis  House  with  a  comparative  view  of 
Um  average  cost  of  the  army  proper  for  each  indi- 
vidual, takiog  the  aggregate  of  tbe  oflkers,  profes- 
sors of  (be  military  academy,  cadets,  and  enlisted 
men  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales  for  tbe 
years  1837, 1836,  1839,  and  1840,  fur  subsisteuce 
10  obldiers,  clothing,  quartermasters'  and  medical 
stoica,  and  other  articles  embraced  onder  the  gene- 
rsleharaeter  of  supplies  for  the  army  not  fixed  by 
iaw}  adopting  as  ine  plan  of  bis  report  a  coaMnnni* 
cation  to  the  House  of  Representatives  frwm  the 
Seetetary  of  War,  of  March  5, 1833. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  oflered  the  lollowing  resolu- 
tion; which  was  read  for  information: 

Jktdmd,  That  from  and  after  next  Saturday, 
Ibe  Hoo^'e  of  )  Representatives   will  meet  at  11 
o^ock  of  each  day  to  the  end  of  tbe  session. 
Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  be  would  try  a  vote  upon 
it,  and  for  that  purpose  moved  to  suspend  ttie 
rale. 

Mr.  DAVIS  of  J>enDsylvaaia  e^led  for  thc'yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motioa  to 
soapend  tbe  rnles;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
Uve. 

Mr.  WATTERSON  asked  leave  to  submit  a 
rtaolution  having  reference  ta  the  subject  of  pension 
agencies. 

Bat  leave  was  not  granted. 
[Mr.  WcLiXB  presented  tbe  pe.ition  of  Oeorge 
Walt  and  149  other  citizens  of  Preble  county, 
Ohio,  praying  an  appropriation  to  the  national 
load;  which,  on  motion,  was  referred  to  tbe  Com* 
■ullae  of  Ways  and  Means.] 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 
The  SPEAKER  than  aanonnced  the  first  busi- 
aess  in  order  to  be  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill  an- 
ttaoiiaing  a  fnribir  issue  of  Treasury  notn;  and  the 
Hotne  having  resoivcd  itself  into  a  Commitee  of 
Ibe  Whole  npoo  tbe  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  requested  Mr.  Adams  to  lake 
dMobair;  but 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  to  be  excused,  as  he  had 
some  important  business  to  transact  in  ibe  coarse 
of  Ihe  day. 

Mr.  DAWSON  was  thea  requested  to  lake  Ihe 
chair,  but  be  was  likewise  excused,  in  conseqnence 
of  a  great  press  of  private  correspondence. 

Mr.  BANKS  was  then  named,  but  also  asked  to 
be  exensed,  as  be  most  neoessirily  be  absent  lor  a 
portion  of  the  day,  for  tbe  purpose  of  atmding  to 
eoaw  bw'iif « in  which  many  of  his  constituents 
were  deeply  interested. 

Mr.  GABET  then  took  tbe  chain  and  the  eoih- 
mitiee  resmned  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  BARNARD,  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  re- 
saowd  bis  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill,    in  the 


conne  of  his  speech,  he  sontended  that  tbe  present 
Admiiiis<ration  was  bound  to  fnmisb  all  the  means 
necessary  to  meet  the  ontstanding  liabilities  of  the 
Government.  In  his  opinion,  the  sum  asked  for  in 
tbe  present  bill  would  not  be  near  sufficient.  .  He 
objected  to  tbe  issue  of  Tieasnry  notes  as  unconsti- 
tutional, and  was  in  favor  of  a  direct  loan.  He 
also  contended  that  in  ease  the  present  Administra 
tioB  fliiled  to  make  the  ample  ppvision  which  he 
deemed  necessary,  then  the  whole  responsibilily  of 
calling  an  extra  session  ef  Conjtress  would  devolve 
upon  it.  Mr.  B.  concluded  by  moving  to  strike 
out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  observing  that  if 
the  motion  should  prevail,  and  be  reported  to  the 
Hoiue,  be  would  then  immediately  move  the  ai'op- 
tion  of  the  reselntion  which  he  tent  to  fbe  Cniiaon 
yesterday. 

Mr.  EVANS  thee  took  the  floor  on  the  sameside, 
at  concluded  at  half  past  three  o'clock. 

Mr.  BELL  followed,  but  gave  way  to  a  motion 
that  tbe  committee  rise;  which  motion  prevailed. 

So  the  committee  ros'e,  and  repotted  progress; 
and, 

On'motion  of  Mr.  LINCOLN,  it  was 

Bathed,  That  tbe  SecteUry  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  inform  this  Hone,  whether  the  patents 
for  lands,  which  have  issued  from  the  office  of  the 
Commissioner  of  tbe  General  Land  Office,  since  the 
passing  of  the  ael  of  tbe  95th  April,  1812,  entitled 
"an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  General  Land 
Office,  in  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,"  have 
in  all  cases,  in  satisfaction  of  military  land  war- 
rants, or  othtrviiie,  been  is'ued,  in  conformity  with 
Ihe  requisition  j  in  the  eighih  section  of  said  act,  "in 
the  name  of  the  United  Spates,"  and  been  eoiuter- 
signed  by  the  Commissioner  of  said  office;"  and  if 
these  requirements  have  been  omitted  or  departed 
from— in  what  particular,  at  what  time,  and  under 
what  authority  the  omission  or  variance  has  been 
anthorized:  and  that  be  transmit,  with  bis  answer 
thereto,  an  ezemplied  copy  of  the  form  of  patents 
whicb  are  now  issued  trom  said  office,  with  Ihe 
manner  of  their  authentication. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  CLIFFORD,  Ihe  report 
from  tbe  Select  Committee — to  which  was  referred 
the  letter  of  John  C.  Rivra,  one  of  the  Printers  to 
this  House,  dated  the  3 1st  nliimo,  and  the  memo- 
liil  of  Hvgh  A.  Garland,  C  erk  of  ihe  House, 
dated  the  4th  instant,  boih  commonications  refer- 
ring to  a  controversy  tetvern  ihe  parlies  as  to  the 
pjwcr^  of  the  Clerk  to  control  the  binding  of  Con- 
gressional documents  and  tbe  printing  o(  tbe  spe- 
cial orders  of  ihe  House — was  recommitted  to  that 
commiiiee,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  verbal 
correction.  ° 

Seve-al  petitions  wee  presented  by  Messrs. 
ATHERTONand  HOFFMAN. 

Mr.  STANLY  subraiited  ths  following  as  an 
amendment  to  the  Treasury  note  bill;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Be  itenucUi  iy  t&eSmafe  *ni  Hntttt/Btrrmnlu- 
livM  of  thi  United  SUUe$  ff  America  in  Ccngrtu  at- 
tembled,  Tb^t  from  and  after  the  day  of 

on  tbe  importation  of  articles  hereafter 
mentioned,  there  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and 
paid  tbe  following  duties,  that  is  to  say: 

On  all  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk 
shall  be  a  component  part,  coming  from  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  twenty  per  oent  ad  ee- 
lei'sni. 

On  all  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk 
shall  be  a  component  part,  coming  from  this 
side  of  the  Cape  cf  Good  Hope,  ten  per  cent,  ad 
asierem. 

On  all  witter,  except  the  wines  of  France,  twenty 
per  cent,  ad  vlorem. 

On  alt  wines  of  France,  as  soon  as  the  treaty 
with  Fran&s  will  allow,  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent. 
ad  M  iorcm. 

On  all  bleached  and  unbleached  linenr,  table 
linen,  linen  napkins,  and  linen  cambrics,  twenty 
percent,  ad  mUorem. 

Tbe  foregoing  duties  bcipg  in  accordance  with 


the  terms  and  the  spirit  of  the  act  of  March  Sd, 
1833. 

Jnd  he  it  fmrthtr  tntuttd,  That  all  laws  iaeon^lp 
eni  with  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
WcDMcsDAT,  January  S0,'1841. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  message  (torn 
tbe  President  of  tbe  United  States,  in  reply  to  a  re- 
solution of  the  Senate  of  the  20ib  July  last;  wbkh 
wa^  laid  on  tbe  table. 

The  PRESIDENT  also  submitted  a  report  from 
tbe  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  stalemeat  of  the  con- 
tracts entered  into  by  that  Department  during  die 
year  1840;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  tbe  meaiorial  of  a 
DutUber  of  ciiizens  of  New  York,  remonstrating 
against  the  passage  of  any  bankrupt  law  during 
the  present  session;  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BENTON  pretenied  two  memorials  nume- 
rou.sly  ugned  by  mechiaics,  merchants,  and  others 
of  New  Yoik,  praying  that  if  any  bankrupt  law 
shall  be  parsed  by  Congress,  that  bsnkv,  ancT  other 
money  corporations,  may  be  included;  which 
were  laid  on  tbe  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presentcil  the  memorial  of  tbe 
watchmen  and  assistant  watchmen  of  the  Execu- 
tive Departments,  praying  extra  compensation; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Con- 
tingent Expenses  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  from  tbe  Committee  on  tbe 
Pest  Office  and  Poai  Roads,  to  wbch  was  referred 
(he  memorial  of  Solomoa  Andrews,  asking  that  his 
padlocb  may  be  substituted  for  Uuiee  now  in  the 
public  use,  reported  that,  as  (he  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral had  ample  powers  over  this  subject,  they  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject,  withoat  expressing  any  opinion  on  the 
merits  of  the  invention;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on  (be 
Post  Office  and  Pest  Road^,  to  which  was  referred 
thememorialof  S'Okes  and  Fordon,  made  an  ad- 
verse report  thereon,  and  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  its  fuilher  consideration;  which  was  agrevd 
to. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiini,  (Vom  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  in  i e- 
Ution  to  tbe  Judicial  courts  cf  Ibe  district  of  New 
Hampshire,  reported  tbe  same  without  amendment, 
and  said  he  was  instructed  to  ask  that  the  bill  should 
be  taken  op  at  the  present  time. 
^  On  Mr.  SMITH'S  motion  tbe  bill  was  then  taken 
up,  and  considered  as  in  committee  of  tbe  whole, 
and  ordere.4  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, 10  which  was  referred  the  memorial  on  the 
snbjeiBt,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Mc- . 
Niel;  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAYTON,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  tbe  heirs  of  Agnes  Dun-das,  was  taken 
up  and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  engroesed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  ihe  bill  to  anlbo- 
rize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  an 
arrangement  or  compromise  with  any  of  Ihe 
sureties  on  bonds  given  to  the  United  Staiss 
by  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  collector  of  Ihe  cus- 
toms for  the  port  of  New  York,  was  taken  up  and 
considered  as  m  committee  of  the  whale,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrcssed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALL,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Ihe  heirs  of  Francis  Newman,  was  taken 
up,  and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  (bird  reading. 

On  motion  by  WALKER,  tbe  bill  to  relinqaish 
to  the  State  of  Missistippi  the  two  per  cent,  fund 
accruing  by  the  act  for  the  admission  of  said 
S  a'e  into  tbe  Union,  was  taken  np  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  beeugrou^d 
for  a  third  reading. 


114 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


BILLS  PASSED. 

The  bill  fiom  the  Hoas«,  making  temporerr  pro* 
Tirioo  for  lunatics  in  ihe  DisUietot  Colambia,  wu 
taken  ap. 

tAtssts.  WaiOHT,  SMITH  of  Conneeticnt, 
HENDERSON,  and  CALHOUN  opposed  iu  pa»- 
sage  an  the  ground  of  the  want  of  power  noder  the 
Constitution  to  sppropriaie  moneys  from  (he  Fede- 
ral Tretsurjr  for  local  purposes.  It  wasadroeaied 
by  Mesi^rs.  TAPPAN,  MERRICK,  KINO, 
LUMPKIN,  and  WALKER,  who  denied  that 
there  was  any  constiintionaj  qaesiion  involved, 
•nd  averred  that  justice  and  humanity  loudly  called 
for  its  passage.  The  question  being  taken  on  its 
passage,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmatire— ayes  41, 
noes  6,  as  follaws: 

YBAB— Messrs.  Alien  ,ADderEon,Bayanl.'BentoB, 
Bochanan,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentoehy, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Qrabam,  Hun- 
tington, Ker,  King,  Knight,  Lino,  Lumpkin,  Maik- 
gum,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nicholson.  Nor- 
▼ell,  Phelps,  Por:er,  Prentist:,  Preston,  Roane, 
Bol^ason,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall, 
White,  Williams,  and  Young— 41. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Henderson,  Hubbard, 
Smith  of  Conueciicut,  Smrgeon,  and  Wright — 6. 

The  bill  to  make  certain  appropriations  for  the 
Patent  Office; 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  to  cause  surveys  of  the  lakes  and  lake  coasts 
to  be  made; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Avery,  Saltmarsh  and 
Coihpany; 

The  bill  regulating  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  port  of  Cayenne,  in  French  Ouiana,  and 
for  the  remission  of  ceriain  dotiex;  and 

The  bill  to  anthorize  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry to  refund  the  duties  collected  on  the  French  ship 
Alexandre,  were  severally  read  a  third  time  and 
patsed. 

PERMANENT  PROSFECTIVB  PREEMPTION  LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the 
public  lands,  who  ^hall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the 
same,  and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  beiog  the  spe- 
cial order  of  the  day,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.HUNTINQTON  submitted  several  amend- 
ments, which  will  be  m^re  particularly  designated 
when  the  debaie  to  which  tbey  gave  rise  will  be 
published,  some  of  which  were  in  substance  as  fvl- 
lowi: 

Strike  out  the  word  "eighteen,"  and  insert 
"twenty-one,"  so  as  to  conAoe  the  provisions  of  ihe 
bill  to  persons,  heads  of  families,  of  twenty-one  of 
age  and  upwards. 

Upon  this  question  the  ayes  and  noes  were  de- 
manded, and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS— 'Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Qrabam,  Ueodersoa, 
Huntington,  Ker,  Knight,  Maoeum,  Merrick, 
Nicholas,  Phelps,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane, 
Ruggles,  Smith  of  Indiana,  SunJiard,  Webster, 
White,  and  Williams— 24. 

NAYS— Messrs.  AUeo,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Pulton,  Hubbard,  Kin(;, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Norveil,  Por- 
ter, Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  CoDoeciicat,  Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright, 
and  Yonng — 24. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  result  of  the 
vote  ia  ayes  24,  noes  24:  my  vote  is  No:  so  the 
amewlmFnt  is  lost. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  so  as  to  limit  itt  operation  to  two  }ears. 

Mr.  MERRICK  moved  an  adjournment. 

The  ayes  and  noes  on  adjournment  being  de- 
manded, it  was  determined  in  the  negative — ayes 
23,  noes  24,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  o(  Krntocky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Orahim,  Hubbard, 
Huntington,  Ker,  Knight,  Lumfkin,  Merrick, 
Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Rug- 
gles, Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard  Tallmadge, 
Webvier,  and  White— 23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allep,  Anderson,  Bfnton,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Henderson, 
King,  Linn,  Mangum,  Mouion,  Nicholson, 
Norrell,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Con- 


neciicttt.    Sturgeon,    Tappan,    Walker,    Wall, 
Williams  Wright,  and  Young— 24. 

Tbe  question  then  recnrnne  on  Mr.  HoHTiiia- 
TON'S  motion,  it  was  decided  in  tbe  n^ative — ayes 
18  noes  23,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Huuting- 
too,  Ker,  Knight,  Maogum,  Merrick,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Sinith  of  Indiana,  South- 
ard, and  Tallmadge — Id. 

NAYS — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Henderson, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicho- 
las, Nicholson,  Norveil,  Pierce,  Porter,  Robinsju, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Wall,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  and 
Young— 28. 

Upon  Mr.  TALLMADQB'S  suggestion,  and  by 
general  consent,  the  word  "white"  was  strikenout 
of  the  bill,  as  free  persons  of  color^re  allowed  to 
hold  property  in  all  the  Slates  of  the  Union. 

The  amendments  of  the  commiltee  of  the  whole 
being  concurred  in  by  ihe  Senate, 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  he  wished  now  to  re- 
new the  proposition,  which  was  voted  down  in  com- 
mittee— to  recommit  the  bill  with  instructions  to 
report  a  bill  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands  among  the  reveral  Slater. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  and  Mr.  BENTON 
suggested  that  the  motion  to  recommit  would  be 
perfectly  in  order  after  the  hill  was  engrossed,  and 
hoped  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  would  take  that 
course,  and  permit  them  to  have  the  vole  upon  en- 
grossment this  evening. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  moved  an  adjournment, 
and  a  division  being  called  for,  it  was  negatived — 
ayes  21,  noes  23. 

Tbe  questieu  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — ayes  30,  noes  17,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YRA3 — Messrs.  Alien,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Henderson, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Ni- 
icholas,  Nicho^o,  Norveil,  Pierce,  Porter,  Ro- 
binson, Sevier,  Smiih  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker, 
Wall,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young— 30. 

NAYS— Measts.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Critten'len,  Dixon,  Graham,  Huntingdon, 
Ker,  Knight,  Mangam,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Prentist, 
Preston.  Roane,  Rugirles,  and  Bombard — 17. 

The  Senate  then  adjoiuned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
WsDRisDir,  January  20, 1841. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  petition  of  the  officers 
and  members  of  ihe  American  Peace  Society,  pray- 
ing Congress  to  take  measures  for  couvening  a 
CoDgress  of  Nations  for  ihe  purpose  of  setilin;;  the 
principles  of  international  law,  and  of  organizing 
a  Court  of  Nations  to  examine  and  decide  upon  all 
disputes  that  nuiy  arise  between  two  or  more  con- 
lending  nations,  and  thus  settle  international  quar- 
rels without  resort  to  war;  which  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  E.  also  preseo'ed  a  peiition  of  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Bucksport,  in  the  Slate  of  Maine, 
praying  for  reform  in  the  administration  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  JONES  of  New  York  presented  a  petition 
of  a  portion  of  tbe  inbabitanis  of  Orange  county, 
New  York,  and  of  Sussex  county.  New  Jersey.,  for 
a  post  route  from  UnionvUle,  New  York,  along 
'the  "Clove  road,"  to  Deckertown,  New  Jersey,  and 
from  tbe  latter  place  along  the  "Drowned  Land 
road,"  back  to  Unionville.  Also,  a  peiition  of  in- 
habitanis  of  Wantage,  New  Jersey,  for  a  post 
route  from  Unionville,  New  York,  to  Deckertown, 
New  Jersey,  on  the  "Clove  road"  route;  which  pe- 
tition was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Po^t  Roads. 

Mr.  PECK  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution, 
which  was  r<'ad  for  information,  and  is  as  follows: 

Resolvtd,  That  the  Sl;eretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  Hon.<«,  the  number  of  treaties  and 
amended  treaties  held  and  concluded  with,  or  pro- 
posed to,  the  New  York  Indians,  or  any  portion  of 
them,  since  the  1st  day  of  January,  1834,  and  to 


wh'ch  the  UniietLSia'es  were  a  party,  and  the  place 
where  such  treaties  and  amended  treaties  were  n^ 
gmiated  and  concluded,  respectively,  and  when, 
and  the  name  of  the  person  or  persons  represeoiiaf 
the  United  States  therein:  Anil  a<s3,  the  names  n 
all  other  persons  (if  any)  who  now  are,  or  at  any 
bare  bein  a  par:y  to,  «r  interested  in  said  treaties 
or  amaaded  treaties,  or  any  of  them;  together  with 
a  detailed  account  of  all  expenditures,  whether  in 
money  or  otherwise,  connected  therewith;  spedfjr- 
ing  particularly  the  several  items  of  such  expeadt- 
lures,  and  by  whom,  and  to  whom,  and  when  the 
same  were  made,  and  on  what  account,  re- 
spectively :  And  whether  the  Ogden  Land 
Company,  or  any  member  or  agent  of 
said  company,  have  defrayed,'  or  at  any  dma]  did 
agree  to  defray  any  portion  of  such  expenditaie; 
and  if  so,  what  portion,  and  when,  and  to  whom. 
And  ihat  the  Secretary  of  War  also  commanieate 
to  this  House  copies  of  all  contracts  or  agreemeBts 
between  the  United  States  and  said  land  conpny^ 
or  any  member  thereof,  and  in  any  maimer  eon- 
nected  with,  or  relating  to,  said  treaties,  or  amend- 
ed tieaties,  or  any  portion  of  nay  of  them.  And 
that  he  aljo  commanieate  to  this  House  eopise  «f 
all  eorrefpondence  between  the  said  Seoreiaiy  or 
any  other  officer  or  agent  uf  the  United  SiaMa  and 
the  sakl  land  company,  or  any  member,  attorney, 
or  agent  thereof,  in  relation  to  sakl  treatiea  or 
amended  treaties,  or  any  of  them,  or  in  relation  to 
the  aforesaid  expenditures,  or  any  portion  of  thrm. 

Objection  being  made  to  the  introdneiion  of  the 
reseluiion, 

Mr.  PECK  moved  a  suspension  of  the  ralef; 
but  the  motibn  was  negatived. 

Tbe  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commitlce 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Ciacr 
in  the  chair,  and  resumed  the  conademiion  of  the 
TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

Mr.  BELL  being  entitled  to  tbe  floor,  resumed  his 
remarks.  He  did  not  exactly  agree  with  the  views 
expressed  on  yesterday  by  his  friends  from  New 
York  and  Maine  [Messrs.  Evans  and  Bariubo  1 
For  while  on  the  one  band  he  condemned  a  sprit  <n 
mean  parsimony  in  tbe  Government,  he  would  wi  h 
equal  care  avoid  a  system  of  extravagance.  Tbere 
was  a  proper  medium  between  the  two,  which  was 
ajust  system  of  economy.  After  advening  to  the 
efforts  of  the  present  Administration  to  restrict 
within  ceriain  bounds  the  expenditures,  he  con- 
tended that  ihis  was  like  a  death  bed  repentance, 
and  did  not  accord  with  its  previous  course. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  true  slate  of  tbe  question  was  not 
fo  much  the  present  deficiency  in  the  Treasury, 
but  what  provision  ought  to  be  nade  to  meet  the 
deficiency  which  would  ari.se  in  1842.  In  that 
year  it  wtu  clearly  foieseen  that  there  would  arise  a 
pcrmattent  defioieucr  in  the  revenue,  and  in  his 
opinion  it  was  their  duty  to  discuss  that  important 
question  nois.  If  tbe  friends  of  the  Administration 
should,  however,  neglect  to  provide  for  such  an 
emergency,  npon  them  must  re&t  the  responsibility 
of  an  extra  tession.  He  did  not  care  so  much 
about  the  /orm  in  whwh  tbe  present  deficiency 
should  be  supplied.  As  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  bad  been  fixed  npon  by  the  friends  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, he  had  no  objection  to  vole  fer  it;  bat 
if  any  of  bis  triends  diould  move  to  amend  by  sub- 
stituting a  loan,  he  would  rather  support  the  ntea- 
sure.  He  was,  however,  perfectly  willing  to  ae- 
quiesce  in  any  mode  which  should  be  supported  by 
the  majority. 

Mr.  B.  said,  ihis  was  the  first  time  for  forty 
years  that  a  new  Administration,  about  to  oonie 
into  power,  had  to  be  restricted  in  tlieir  measures 
for  tbe  ensuing  three  quarters  of  the  year,  by  the 
acts  of  the  Adminisiration  going  oat  of  power. 
He  then  proceeded  to  contend  ibat  the  expendi- 
tures of  Government  ought  never  to  be  redoMti  bf 
the  offlistion  to  carry  into  effect  the  appropriations 
made  by  Congress.  After  appropriation  had  been 
made,  be  nrged  that  there  was  a  moral  obligation 
devolving  npon  the  Adncinlstration  to  carry  theaa 
into  effect.  Mr.  B.  then  stated  his  opinion,  that 
if  a31  the  appropriations  authorized  bjr  Congress 
should  he  applied  during  the  present  year,  Hm  de- 
ficiency, instead  of  being  but  five  millions,  woald 
amount  to  ten  or  perlu^  twelve  milliMis.  He 
argned  that  if  ihe  expenditorw  wan  to  be  eat 
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dawn,  so  as '  to  bring  ibem  wkhin  th*  limit  tiaied 
bf  tlie  Secretary  of  ibe  Treasary,  thea  the  armyi 
nary,  and  other  public  intcreMs,  must  neceasaiily 
saffer. 

After  soma  farther  remarks,  Mr.  B.  contended 
that  for  the  last  two  years  riie  Administration  had 
proceeded  npontbe  "stavinf;  off"  system,  both  as 
regarded  the  appropriations  and  ezpenditares; 
whereas,  prerioos  to  1838,  tho  "go  ahead"  system 
was  panned. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  examine  and  criticise 
in  detail  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  (he  Treasary, 
aad  to  ai^os  that  a  large  portion  of  the  balanees 
referred  to  were  doe  to  the  former  nnezpended  ap< 
propriations. 

At  this  stage  an  iaeidenial  discnssioa  arose  be- 
tween Mr.  B.  and  Messrs.  EVANS  and  WISE, 
as  to  the  tins  meaning  of  the  Secretary  in  his  re- 
marks relating  to  the  unexpended  appropriations, 
Ac  It  appeared  that  each  gentleman  had  taken 
different  views  of  the  subject.  Haring,  bowerer, 
come  to  an  understanding, 

Mr.  B.  praceeded,  and  endeavored  to  show  that 
the  ae^al  demands  against  the  GoTemment  in  the 
year  woaM  far  exceed  that  estimated  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  .the  IVeasary.  He  then  reviewed  the  means 
proposed  by  the  Secretary  for  meeting  the  demands, 
attdargvedtbatagood  part  of  them  ctmsisted  in 
the  mere  speenlations  of  that  officer,  and  he  believ- 
ed not  more  than  one  half  woaid  be  good  for  cash. 
He  contended  that  even  :be  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  himself  did  not 
lely  upon  the  means  referred  to  by  the  Secretary; 
for  the  introduction  cf  the  present  bill  proved  that, 
aotwithsianding  (lie  alleged  means,  good  care  was 
taken  to  get  five  millions  of  Treasury  notes  for 
the  present  quarter. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded,  at  soms  lengtb,  to  consi- 
der the  merits  of  the  varions  measures  SBg^ssted 
by  the  Secretary  for  meeting  the  deficiency  whiefa 
woald  arise  in  1849.  Wnile  on  this  luad,  he  eom- 
plaiaad  that  tlie  Whigs  were  the  subjects  of  incon- 
sistant  charges  from  their  opponents.  For  while 
at  «ae  lime  ihey  were  diafged  with  being  the  tools 
of  Britain,  and  acting  under  British  inflaenoe,  in 
tS»  next  breath  tbcy  were  accused  of  raising  a 
h^  tariff  as  a  commercial  retaliatory  measare 
np«a  the  same  coantry. 

Mr.  B.  also  adverted  to  various  other  topics;  and 
hawing  concluded  at  a  fesr  minutes  past  thre«, 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  took  the  floor,  but 
gava  way  to  a  motion  that  the  committee  rise, 
wUeb  motion  prevailed. 
So  the  committee  rose  and  reported  pjogrees. 
Petitions,  on  leave,  were  priesented  by  Messrs. 
DBIXET,  WARREN,  RARIDEN,  BELL,  WIL- 
LIAMS of  Conaeciieat,  TROMBOLL,  DOS,  and 
REYNOLDS. 

[Mr.  Rbtmolds  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
GkMml  Assembly  of  the  Stato  of  Illinois,  praying 
for  a  remission  of  the  duty  on  railroad  iron  pur- 
ebaaad  for  the  State  of  Illinois  ] 

Several  other  gentlemen  asked  leave  to  present 
petition^  but 

Mr.  ADAMS  woold  obj.-O,  unless  petitions  wwe 
called  for  by  States. 
On  moUon  of  Mr.  LINCOLN, 
The  Houe  then  a<]joiimed. 

'   IN  SENATE, 
TBoasoiY,  Jannary  21,  1841. 

Mr.  PIERCE  presented  the  petition  of  Elisabeth 
Colbarn;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zea>  of  Washtenaw  county,  Michigan,  praying  the 
pamageof  a  general  bankrupt  law,  which  was  er- 
deiad  to  be  laid  npoa  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STOROBON,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Hannah  M.  Baldwin,  now  on  file,  were 
refened  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  MANQUM  presented  the  memorial  of  Lot 
Sliieklin;  which  wa4  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Bdr.  TALLMADGE  presented  the  memorial  of 
Thomas  Owen,  praying  that  the  duties  on  certain 
goods  destroyed  by  fire  may  be  refunded;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petiUon  of  Captain  J. 


Throckmorton;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  fh>m  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Samuel 
Msckey,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  S.  the  bill  was  then  considered 
as  in  commitiee  of  the  whole,  and  after  being  ex- 
plained and  advocated  by  him,  it  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  MERRlCK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bdl  to  extend  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria. 

On  motion  Of  Mr.  M.  the  bill  was  then  taken  up 
and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  who'e,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  peuiion  of  Enoch 
Hidden,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  committee,  to  whieh  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Robert  P.  Wainright,  made 
an  adverse  report  thereon,  and  asked  to  be  dis- 
chaged  f^om  its  further  consideration;  wbidi  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whidi  was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert 
Arheart,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration;  which  was  agreol  to. 

Mr.  KINO,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  whieh  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  to 
authorize  the  enrolment  and  registering  of  the 
schooeer  Amisiad,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  K.  £rem  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referredthe  bill  to  abolish  the  port  of  dalirety,  and 
the  office  of  surveyor  of  the  eoitoms  at  Cnrritnek 
lolet.  North  Carolina,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  K.  the  bi!l  was  tiKn  consi- 
dered as  in  commi.t:e  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Comokittee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Howland  Dyer,  made  an  adverse  report  thereon, 
and  asked  to  be  discharged  fVom  its  further  consi- 
deration; which  was  agreed  to. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  bill  to  relinqoish  to  the  State  of  Mississippi 
the  two  per  cent  fiuid  according  to  the  act  for  the 
admission  of  saidS'aie  into  the  Union; 

The  btlt  for  the  n  lief  of  the  heirs  of  Agnes  Dun- 
dar; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of^.the  heirs  of  Francis 
Newman; 

The  bill  to  anihotizc  the  Secretary  of  the  Iteap 
sury  to  mske  an  arrangement  or  oempremiee  with 
any  of  the  snreties  on  bonds  given  to  the  United 
States  by  Samae|  Swartwou',  lato  collector  of  the 
customs  for  the  port  of  New  York; 
were  seveially  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

PERMANENT  FROSPECTTiVB  PRE-EMPTION  LAW, 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre^unption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pnb- 
tic  lands,  who  khall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same, 
and  raise  a  log-cabin  thereon,  was  taken  up,  and 
having  been  read  throogh,  the  question  being  on  its 
passage— 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  then  submitted  the  propo- 
sition which  was  negatived  when  the  bill  was  as 
in  eommiitee  of  the  whole — !o  recommit  the  bill, 
with  instructions  lo  report  a  bill  for  the  distribation 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  puUie  lands 
among  the  States. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  wished  to  have  a  full  vote  of  the 
Senate  on  this  propositioo,  and,  as  there  were  some 
Senalorj  now  absent  who  would  be  here  in  a  few 
days,  he  weald  move  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  be  postponed  until  Monday. 

Bdr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  he  was  very  relne- 
tant  to  refuse  any  proposition  in  the  nature  of  an  ap- 
peal to  postpone,  if  be  thonght  that  any  change  in 
the  result  wou!d  be  produced  by  it.  But  if  the  ab- 
sent Senators  from  Virginia  and  Massachusetts 
were  both  here,  in  his  opinion,  no  change  would  be 
prodoeed  by  their  votes.  The  tienator  flrom  Mas- 
saehusstis  might  indeed  vote  for  Ibe  proposition  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky;  but  the  Senator  elected 
from  Virginia  has  again  and  again  voted  against 


the  proposiUon  heretofore,  and  he  believed  -on  eon- 
fttitnuoaal  grounds.  The  friends  of  the  pre-einp- 
tion  bill  were  anxiOM  for  its  passage,  as  a  measure 
of  good  to  the  new  States,  and  beneficial  to  the 
whole  Eepnblie;  and  in  his  opinioB,  a  further  post- 
ponement of  the  bill  would  endaoger  its  passage, 
from  a.  want  of  time  to  consider  it  in  the  other 
Honse.  For  himsell,  tbcrelore,  he  was  opposed  lo, 
and  wonid  vote  against,  any  further  postponement 
of  the  bill. 

.  After  some  farther  remarks  from  Mr.  CRIT- 
TENDEN, 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  ftiends  of  the  pre-emp- 
tion bill  had  ever  been  desirons  to  keep  it  teparato 
from  the  other  propositions,  that  they  might  all 
have  a  separate  consideration  on  their  respective 
merilr;  bat  gentlemen  opposite  were  endeavoring 
to  load  it  down  with  matter  that  was  foreign  W  it, 
and  that  would  have  the  effect  of  overshadowing 
it.  Tne  bill  had  already  been  aelayed  in  its  passage 
about  one  entire  mon'h  by  those  prepouUons  to 
cede  the  pnblie  lands  on  the  one  side,  and  to  divide 
onr  land  revenne  on  the  other;  and  a  new  debato 
bad  sprang  np  and' then  another,  to  overshadow  the 
preemption  bill  entirely.  Now  be  held  it  to 
be  unpariiamentary  to  bring  on  impoitant  proposi- 
tions of  this  kind,  lo  override  a  measure  that  was 
under  diicnssion;  and  he  held  dmt  each  of  these 
pre  posiiions  shoald  be  made  to  rest  on  its  own 
merits.  All  fair  legislation  would  require  this;  and 
he  denounced  such  a  practice  as  had  here 
been  resorted  to,  as  anparliamentary;  and  be 
beki  it  to  be  much  more  so  to  pnsh  aside  the  pre- 
(cat  bill,  or  to  delay  it  by  such  propositions, 
for  the  parpose  of  getting  ap  a  new  measure, 
or  to  delay  it  for  the  purpose  of  getting  new  mem- 
bets  to  vole  upon  it.  Suppose  he  were  to  ask  gen- 
tlemen to  wait  oa  any  particolar  measure  until  Sr- 
nator?,  who  might  be  detained  by  sickness,  either  of 
themselves  or  in  their  families,  shoald  arrive, 
would  he  be  deemed  by  them  to  be  in  order,  or 
would  such  a  course  be  considered  pariiamentaryT 
The  whole  would  at  once  be  declarer  to  be  unpar- 
liameatary.  But  what  was  the  history  of  these 
measures  relating  to  the  public  landl  The  first  bill 
ever  brought  into  the  Senate  on  the  subject  was 
fonrteen  jears  ago.  That  bill  contained  tlie  three 
principles  (which  were  stated  as  well  in  the  title  as 
in  the  body  of  the  bill)  of  graduation  of  the  price, 
the  right  of  pre-emplisn,  and  the  cession  of  the 
remainder,  after  a  certain  period,  tb  the  States  in 
wbleh  it  lay.  He  (Mr.  Bemtom)  brought  in  the  bill 
himself,  and  the  three  principles — ^g'aduation,  pre- 
emption, and  cession,  were  all  there^  tut  what  was 
the  resnlit  Why  en  a  consaltation  among  the  friends 
of  the  bill,  it  was  deemed  more  wise  to  separate 
the  qeustion  of  cession  from  those  of  graduation 
and  preemption,  and  to  allow  that  question  to  be 
brought  in  as  a  separate  measare,  and  not  to  over- 
shadow a  small  proposition  with  one  of  greater 
magnitude,  and  therefore  ihey  cast  it  off.  Bat 
they  afterwards  found  that  Oey  could  get  along 
with  pre-emption  much  better  when  it  was  not  con- 
nected with  gradaation,  and  they  therefore  made 
another  separation-  And  what  had  been  the  result} 
Why,  since  they  had  made  these  divisions  of  ibe 
original  measure,  whieh  he  (Mr.  Bbntoh) 
brought  in  in  the  year  1826,  they  bad  passed 
three  or  four  pre-emption  laws,  nm  one  of 
which  would  have  passed  if  the  propositions  had 
alt  been  kept  together.  The  whole  three  qoestioas 
which  were  brought  in  to  close  and  wind  up  the 
whole  land  system  between  the  Federal  Govern, 
ment  and  the  States,  it  was  deemed  at  that  early 
period  essential  to  separate,  and  on  that  principle 
the  friends  of  this  bill  were  acting  now,  and  already 
there  were  two  propositions  before  the  Senate — the 
one  for  pre-emption  and  the  other  for  gradua- 
tion, and  gentlemen  attempted  to  force  on 
die  former,  which  was  then  under  considera- 
tion, a  proposition  of  a  totally  different  chatec- 
ter.  By  the  vote  of  last  night,  they  saw  tbeie 
were  two  to  one  in  its  favor,  and  yet  they  were  not 
satisfied  with  having  delayed  it  a  month  on  its  pas- 
sage, bat  they  sought  to  lay  it  over  still  farther, 
and  for  whai7  For  the  purpose  of  waiting  until 
other  Senators  eonid  come,  whose  voles  in  oppo- 
sition would  not  ekange  the  result.  On  what  disn 
was  their  proposition  for  delay  b«ted?    Coald  not 
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tht  genUemen  go  on  with  their  distribaUon  bill  w  a 
separate  Ueasriret  Was  it  not  abiinrd  tu  sop- 
poM.  that  the  Keniaeky  bilf  to  divide  the  laad 
ref«nae  could  sot  fet  along  nalees  they  deraioed 
the  |>re>«iDption  bill}  When  (he  fiiends  of  the 
bill  MW  sneh  abenidities,  it  became  them  to  speak 
cat  like  Ben. 

Thejr  bad  beard  mnchsaid  there  agiiost  pre- 
emptlMi  aad  gradaaiion— ihe.>e  two  measQies  had 
beeit  presented  lo  the  Senate  and  to  ihe  roootry  as 
the  most  odioos  and  intolerable  of  all  rchcmes;  epi- 
thets had  been  applied  to  tbem,  and  argum»ni8 
brought  to  oppose  ibem,  as  the  most  odioaa  encr- 
BUtieiH  he  aslnd  then  to  be  permitted  to  show  that 
ttiese "enormities"  bad  not  been  ibonght  nnfitfor  ibe 
legidative  action  of  that  Senate  on  previoas  occa- 
sions, and  that  they  had  not  always  been  deemed 
so  oppiobrions.  He  then  read  to  the  Senate 
•  proposition  which  had  been  made  foar 
years  since  by  Mr.  Ci,ir  of  Eeotncky, 
which  contained  the  piinciples  of  giadnation  and 
pre-empUoa — gradaation  as  jow  as  fifty  cents  per 
aere^and  preemption  to  150  acres — and  a  as  that  bill 
lhe"total destraeiion  of  otu  beaotifal land  system)" 
Was  that  bill  odious  and  abomioablel  And  was' 
the  country  calleS  upon  to  revolt  against  that 
biin  Where  was  the  difference  between  that  bill 
and  the  bill  then  before  themt  And  yet  the  proportion 
which  was  now  denonneed  as  leading  to  the  "total 
destmeiion  of  oar  beantiful  land  system,"  as  ^oing 
to  debauch  the  popolalion  of  the  States,  was  unce 
dfeemed  wholesome  legislation.  Let  ih-?  gentlemen 
oppoeile  bring  their  proposi'ion  forward  as  an  inde- 
pendent one,  and  not  attempt  by  it  to  overlay  one 
of  less  importance.  He  bad  voted  for  the  se- 
cond proposition  to  amend,  by  striking  oat  the 
instrnctiocs  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
and  inserting  the  bill  rrporicd  by  the  Senator  from 
Michigan,  [Mr.  NoavcLi.,]  but  he  had  dons  so 
for  iIm  ptirpose  of  using  that  measure  as  a 
hammer  to  knock  the  oih  r  one  in  the  head, 
and  with  no  idea  of  overlsying  the  pre-emption 
biU  with  either  of  them.  He^was  willing  to  defeat 
the  distribution  with  the  cession  bill,  and  then  he 
dtonld  have  been  ready  to  lay  aside  that  also;  but 
he  was  not  willing  to  have  the  pre-emption 
bill  laid  abide.  He  hoped  they  should  have 
the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question  of  postpone- 
'  ment.  He  was  desirous  to  bring  this  matter 
to  a  dose,  bnt  he  was  satisfied  that,  to  nsa  a  re- 
mark of  the  Senator  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Clat] 
last  night,  no  pre-emption  bill  could  be  paued  < 
bnt  by  candlelight,  and  he  therelbie  notified  the 
messengers  to  have  the  lamps  in  pieparaiion. 

The  qeestion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone,  and  decided  in  the  negative— ayes  18, 
noes  38,  as  followi: 

YBAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Hantingion, 
Ker,  Knight,  Mangnm,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Preston, 
Rngsles,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
andWhite— 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Henderson, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Monton,  Nicho- 
las, Nichohion,  Norvell,  Pierce,  PQrier,  Roa^.e, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Couteciicnt,  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  William;,  Wright,  and 
Young— 98. 

The  question  then  recnrriug  on  the  motion  to  re- 
eommit,  Mr.  CRITT£MDENaddres-ed  the  Senate 
at  much  length,  revieviag  in  detail  the  measures 
of  Ihe  present  Administration. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  followed  in  repir,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded In  the  debate  by  Mr.  WEBS  FEB,  who  was 
followed  by  Mr.  BENTON,  and  at  5  o'clock 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Thoudat,  January  31, 1841. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  CARR,  the  rules  were  ens- 
pended  for  one  hour,  for  the  purpose  at  ealliog  for 
peiitioiu  by  State?. 

Petitions  were  then  prefeated  by 

Mr.  BURKE,  of  New  Hampshire. 

[Mr.  BvacB  presented  the  memoiiRl  of  Alden 
Partridge,  PresUent  of  the  Univerii'y  at  Norwich, 
Vermoal,  i«  relation  to  the  Military  Academy  at 
Weat  Point,  and  praying  that  young  men  educated 


at  other  military  institutions,  be  admitted  on  equal 
terms  with  ibe  young  men  educated  at  West  Point. 
Also,  the  memorial  ef  Alden  Partridge,  praying 
Congress  to  take  measures  with  a  view  tu  the  esta- 
bliisbment  of  a  general  system  of  edacation  for  the 
youth  of  ihn  R«publie.] 

Messrs.  BRIQOS,  PARMENTER,  LINCOLN, 
WILLIAMS,  CALHOUN,  and  ADAMS,  of  Ma» 
sachuselti. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented .  aad  moved  t'le  refer- 
ence of  a  petition,  asking  ibe  »beliiion  of  slavery 
in  this  District,  and  in  the  Terri  ories;  also,  titat  no 
new  Tenitory,  tolerating  slavery,  may  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union. 

Mr.  CONNOR  moved  to  lay  that  portion  of  the 
petition  which  came  under  ttie  standing  rale  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  hew  that  was  to  be  done,  f«r 
the  petition  must  then  necessarily  be  cut  in  two. 

Mr.  WARREN  observed  that,  if  the  pniiionets 
thought  proper  to  a'taeh  objectionable  matter,  not 
receivable  by  the  House,  to  their  petiti')n,  ihey 
ought  not  to  complain  if  the  whole  wa;  rejected. 
He  was  therefore  in  favor  of  the  rejection  of  the 
whole. 

That  portion  of  the  petition  coming  under  the 
rule,  having  been  laid  on  the  table  lui  rilcn^, 

Mr.  BLACK  moved  to  reconsider  ibe  vote,  for 
the  purpose,  in  case  it  should  be  reconsidered,  of 
moving  the  rejeciion  cf  the  whoir,  as  he  contended 
that  no  part  ofit  ought  to  have  been  received. 

On  that  motion,  Mr.  ADAMS  demanded  Ihe 
yeas  and  nay»,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WISE  rese  to  a  point  of  order.  He  desired 
to  know  whether  any  portion  of  that  petition  eonld 
be  received  nnder  the  rule.  The  latter  portion,  re- 
lating to  the  admission  of  new  Territories  into  the 
Union  which  tolerated  slavery,  was,  in  bis  opinion, 
as  much  within  the  rpirit  of  the  rnle  as  the  foimer 
portion  of  the  petition;  and  he,  (Mr.  W.)  had  his 
attention  been  called  to  it  at  the  time,  would  have 
combated,  the  dicision  of  the  Speaker,  by  which 
the  latter  portion  was  received.  His  point  of  order 
was,  that  as  the  whole  of  the  petition  came  nnder 
the  rnle,  a  motioa  to  lay  on  the  table  a  part  of  it 
could  not  be  entertained. 

After  some  debate  of  a  conversational  eharaeter, 
the  rule  relating  to  the  rejection  of  abolition  papers 
was  read,  as  follows  t 

*'No  petition,  memorial,  resolution,  or  other  pa- 
per, praying  the  abolition  of  slaveiy  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  or  any  Stale  or  Territory,  cr  the  ilave 
trade  between  the  States  or  Territories  of  the  United 
Slates  in  which  it  now  exists,  shall  be  received  by 
this  HouiC,  or  entertained  in  tkoj  way  whatever." 

Mr.  WISE  again  nrg<fd  his  point  of  order,  and 
contended  that  the  whale  cf  the  petition  evidently 
came  within  the  spirit  of  the  rule.  He  conceived 
that  the  object  of  the  rnle  was  to  dispoee  of  aU  pa- 
pers tainted  with  this  abominable  heresy. 

The  quetiion  then  being  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Black  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  a  pcr- 
tion  of  the  petition  had  been  laid  on  the  table,'tl  was 
decided  by  jeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messni.  Alfurd,  AndrewR.Banlis,  Beatty, 
Beirae,  Black,  Blackwell,  Boyd,Aaron  V.  Brown, 
Burke,  Sampson  H.  Bu'.ler,  John  Campbell,  Car- 
roll, Chapman,  Chinn,  Clifford,  Cole.',  Connor, 
William  R.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crockett,  Or  s', 
John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Garrett  Davis,  Daw- 
son,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dellet,  E^rl,  Eastman, 
Fivher,  Galbraiih,  Garland,  Gentry,  Qoggin,  Gra- 
ham, Graves,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Ha wkin.<,  Hill  of 
Virginia,  Hill  of  North  Carolina,  Hillen,  Holmes, 
Hopkiu!',  Hubbard,  Jameson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Jubn  W.  Jones, 
Keim,  Kille,  King,  Lane,  Leadbetter,  L^i,  Leo- 
nard, Lncas,  McCarty,  McClellan,  McClnre, 
McKay,  Marchand,  Milter,  Munigomery,  Moore, 
^Samuel  W.  Morris,  Parish,  Pope,  P.-entiss,  Rey- 
nolds, Rhett,  Rives,  Jas.  Rojerr,  Samneb,  Sbaw, 
Albtrt  Smith,  Taomas  S.nith,  Stanly,  Sieenrod, 
Stuart,  Swearingen,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Philip  P. 
Thomas,  Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson, 
John  B.  Thompson,  Triplett,  Tutney,  Vroom, 
Warren,  Watterson,  Wellcr,  John  White,  Jared 
W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,'  Josrph  L.  Wil- 
liams, Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  and  Wo> 
tkiagtoiH-103. 


nAy$— Messrs.  Adams,  Baker,  Boardoao. 
Briggs,  Broekway,  Calhoun,  Casey,  GhittendeD, 
Cranston,  Edward  Davies,  Doe,  E-4wards,  Erana, 
Fifmore,  Gates,  Gidding.s  Granger,  Hall,  Henry, 
Hant,  James,  Charles  Johnston,  Kempshall,  Lia- 
coln,  Meiedith  Mallory,  Marvin,  Calvary  Morris, 
Morrow,  0  borne,  ,Palen,  Parmenler,  Peck,  Buk- 
dall,  Rariden,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell,  Saltonstali, 
Sergeant,  Simonloo,  Troman  Smith,  Stark- 
weather, Tillinshait,  Tulaad,  Trumbull,  Peter  J. 
Wagner,  I'homas  W.  Williams,  Henry  WilUama, 
and  Winthrop— 51. 

So  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 

Mr.  BLACK  here  rose  and  was  about  to  sub- 
mit his  motion  for  rejecting  the  whole  of  ths  ane- 
morial,  when 

Mr.  ADABfS  wi<hed  to  make  an  obeervatioo. 

Mr.  WISE,  I  claim  Ihe  floor. 

Mr.  BLACK.  As  the  vole  wat  reconsidered  im 
my  motion.    I  am  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.    ADAMS.  No,  sir,   I   claim    the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
geiilemsn  from  Virginia  bad  the  floor. 

Mr.  ADAM3.  But  I  have  the  floor  on  a  point  of 
order  which  I  desire  to  make. 

The  SPEAKER  then  decided  that  as  the  gentle 
man  from  Massachusetts  rose  to  a  point  of  cider, 
he  of  course  was  entitled  lo  the  floor. 

Mr.  ADAMS  was  understood  to  say  that  as  the 
vote  to  lay  on  the  table  had  been  reeousiderad, 
his  motion  of  reference  of  the  whole sabjeot  would 
necessarilv  come  op  again  for  consideration. 

Mr.  WISE  again  ro:e  to  claim  the  floor. 

Mr.  ADAMS  persisted  in  his  claim  to  it,  and 
was  proceeding,  vhen 

Mr.  WISE,  in  a  very  loud  tone,  said  he  eared 
not  what  the  gemleman  from  Massachusetts  claim- 
ed, for  he  (Mr.  W.)  claimed  the  flom-,  and  wided 
10  inquire  of  the  Cniia  what  it  was  that  had  been 
laid  an  the  table,  the  vote  on  which  has  just  been 
reconsidered. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  him  that  it  was  that 
portion  of  the  petition  coming  within 'the  rulec;  aad 
the  question  then  pending  was  on  the  motion  pre- 
viously maie  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Af  er  some  furdier  debate  of  a  contrersational 
charaoter,  and  which,  owing  to  (be  confusion  whi.di 
prevailed,  could  not  be  distinctly  heard — 

Mr.  CONNOR  explained,  that  when  the  pelitioK 
was  presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Massacba- 
setts,  be  (Mr.  C.)  Was  J3st  taking  his  seat,  aad 
moved  to  lay  on  the  t^ble  that  portion  which  oame 
within  the  rule;  bnt  kc  was  afterwards  convinced 
that  the  whole  of  the  petition  came  widiin  the  nde, 
and  be  therefore  now  withdrew  his  motion  to  Iqr  a 
part  only  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BLACK  having  succeeded  ia  gatting  Ihe 
floor,  asked  whether  it  would  not  now  be  ia  order 
for  him  to  move  the  rejection  of  the  whole  of  the 
petition. 

Mr.  WISE.  No,  for  it  is  already  rejected  oader 
Ihe  rnle. 

Mr.  BLACK  saiJ  it  was  a  mistake,  for  iIm  lao- 
lion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massaebuseila  Iq  refer 
was  still  pending ,  and  a  motion  had  been  made  by 
some  one  to  lay  a  portion  of  the  petitioa  oa  the 
table,  be  eared  not  by  whom,  bnt — 

Mr.  WISE.  Bat  the  motion  cannot  he  made, 
for  it  is  already  laid  on  the  table,  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  BLACK  wished  to  explain,  when 

Mr.  WISE  persisted  in  urging  his  point  of  order, 
that  the  petition  had  already  bren  laid  on  the  (able, 
under  ihe  standing  rala  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BL&CK  said  he  wished  to  move  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  whole  cf  the  petition,  on  the  ground  that 
a  certain  portion  of  ii  had  been  decided  by  the 
Speaker  as  not  coming  within  the  rule.  IfitahoiaM 
be  permitted  (hat  peutirns  should  be  received,  a 
part  of  which  came  wiihin  the  rule  aad  a  part  of 
which  dil  not  come  within  Ihe  rule,  that  ttPouU  be 
nothing  less  than  a  fraud  upon  the  House.  He  was, 
therefore,  for  rejecting  the  whole. 

Mr.  WISE  could  not  sec  how  a  motion  to  reject 
the  whole  could  be  in  order;  for  one  portion  of  the 
petition  had  already  been  rejected  by  the  dedaion  of 
the  Chair.  But  he  (Mr.  W.)  contended  that  no 
pattofitooght  to  have  been  received.  Aflersome 
fuither  remarks,  Mr.  W.saidif  thtgentMuta  ftom 
Oeoigia  would  alter  his  motion  so  as  to  embiaee 
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ooly  that  part  of  the  p«iiiion  which  the  Speaker  had 
decided  eonid  be  reeeired,  he  would  go  with  him. 

Mr.  ADAMS  here  rose,  and  in  the  coarse  of 
tome  remarks,  the  whole  of  which  the  aproar  did 
not  permit  the  Reporter  to  hear,  denoilneed  the 
ataading  mle  ef  the  House  prohibiting  the  reception 
of  Abolition  papers,  as  ari  infamoos  and  anconsti' 
tottonal  mle. 

Mr.  CRAIG  rose  to  a  point  of  older.  He  con- 
tended that  the  question  as  it  then  Mood  was  not 
debatable.       ' 

Mr.  ADAMS.    No;  only  on  one  side. 

Mr.  CRAIQ  s&id  (he  question,  as  it  now  stood, 
was  preeisely  ibe  rame  as  if  no  vote  had  been 
taken  on  the  original  motion  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Many  member!!  here  ettempted  to  speak  at  once, 
and  mnch  eonfa&ion  prevailed. 

After  order  had  been  restored, 

The  SPEAKER  was  anderstood  to  say  that  the 
debate  was  not  in  order  except  on  that  portion  of 
the  petition  which  he  conceived  did  not  come  with- 
in the  nle. 

After  some  brief  remarks  from  Messrs.  WISE 
and  BLACK— 

Mr.  ADAMS  again  took  the  floor  and  said  he 
bad  presented  the  whole  of  the  petition,  and  so 
long  as  be  had  a  voice  in  the  Hoase,  he  wcnld  con- 
tinue to  present  them.  Mr.  A.  was  proceeding  to 
make  some  remarks  in  relivtinn  to  the  observations 
of  Mr.  WisB  that  "he  would  have  combated  the 
decision  of  the  SpbaXbb,  had  lijs  attention  been 
called  to  the  petition  when  presented,"  when 

Mr.  WISE  called  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
ehosetts  to  order  for  a  disorderly  expression  Mr. 
W.  then  stated  what  he  anderstood  the  member  to 
charge,  viz:  that  he,  Mr.  W.  had  said  he  wonld 
bare  dictatid.  to  the  Speaker.  Sach  was  not  the 
raslj  as  every  gentlemin  on  the  floor  knew  that  be 
bad  said  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  ADAMS  explained  that  he  had  not  made 
Bueb  a  charge.  Wliat  be  said  was  in  relation  to 
what  the  member  from  Ylrginia  did,  and  not  what 
the  member  raid  he  would  have  done. 

Mr.  WISE  denied  that  be  ever  taid  he  wonld 
have  dictated  to  the  Speaker,  or  that  sach  was  his 
intention.  Mr,  W.  made  some  further  observations 
irhich  eanld  not  be  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  ADAMS  explained  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  mistook  his  meaning.  What  he  (Mr. 
A.)  bad  reference  to  was  the  manner  in  wlcteh  that 
gentleman  asnally  addressed  the  Speaker. 

Bdr.  WISE  said  he  regretted  nothing  so  ikneh  a 
personal  quarrel  with  the  venerable  genilpman 
from  Massachusetts;  bat  he  must  be  permitted  to 
say  that  there  was  no  roan  in  the  House  more  capa- 
ble ofeihibiting  dictatorial  reelings  than  thai  gentle- 
man; and  he  was  now  selling  an  example  for  the 
younger  members. 

The  SPEAKER,  in  reply  to  a  qaettien  from 
Mr.  BLACK,  decided  that  a  motion  to  reject 
eonld  apply  only  to  so  much  of  the  petition  as  had 
been  decided  did  not  come  under  the  rale. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  BLACK  took  an  ap- 
peal, and  contended  that  the  petition  conld  not 
be  separated,  for  it  was  one  and  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  B.  then  commenced  reading  the  petition  with 
a  Tiew  of  proving  his  proposition. 

Mr.  ADAMS  desired  to  inquire  of  the  gertle- 
man  whether  it  was  in  order  to  read  that  which 
the  Hon^e  had  determined  it  would  not  receive. 

Mr.  BLACK  said  be  was  reading  the  petition 
with  a  view  of  showing  that  the  Speaker  had 
'  committed  an  nninientlonal  error  in  not  rejecting 
the  whole. 

The  SPEAKER  obterved  that  the  reading  of 
that  portion  of  the  petition  which  came  within  the 
role,  eonld  not  be  read  but  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  unless  the  whole  subject 
shonld  be  thrown  open  to  debate,  he  would  o'oj-ct. 

The  SPEAKER  then  remarked  that,  as  obj«»< 
tion  had  been  made,  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
would  not  be  in  order  in  reading  the  petition. 

After  some  debate  an  tbi<  point  between  Messrs. 
BLACK,  WISE,  and  CRAIG,  the  noise  was  so 
great  that  several  members  rose  to  order. 
Mr.  WINTHROP  called  for  order  all  orer. 

Mi.  black  again  contended  that  one  portion 
of  the  petition  oonld  not  be  rejected  without  tbt 
Mhtr;  kiid  if  one  part  was  received,  »o  miut  U)e 


other  be.  Beside*,  if  this  practice  was  to  be  adopt- 
ed, then  thousands  of  pettthms  mi)^t  be  introdnced 
into  the  Hoose  like  so  many  fire  brands,  in  defiance 
of  any  resolntion  that  miitht  be  adopted. 

The  hour  liaving  now  expired,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

And  the  bill  aothorizug  the  issne  of 
TREASURY  NOTES, 
being  (he  special  order,  the  Hoose  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  ef  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  Mr.  Casbt  in  the  Chair,  and  resumed  the 
consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  being  entitled  to 
the  floor,  proceeded  at  some  length  to  critieite-ilie 
report  of  the  Secretury  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  give 
his  views  in  relatinn  to  the  contempUled means  of 
meetinc  nny  defleiency  in  the  revenue. 

Mr.  RHI2TT  followed,  and  was  about  to  show 
that  there  was  no  need  either  of  •  loan,  or  the  im- 
position of  a  tariff  en  wines,  silks,  etc  as  contended 
by  some;  bat  that  the  present  bill  would  afford  am- 
ple means  for  relievia;  the  Treasury;  when 

A  motion  that  the  committee  rice,  was  made,  and 
prevailed. 

S}  the  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Hinse  liien  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
FaroiT,  January  32, 1841. 

The  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
following  reports: 

A  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  agree- 
ably to  law,  accompanied  by  statements  of  the  ex« 
penditures  for  that  Department  daring  the  year 
1840;  and  the  balances  remaining  in  the  Treasury 
at  the  close  of  the  year. 

A  report  of  the  Seeretary  of  War,  exhibiting 
the  numb  ^r  of  clerks  in  that  Department  during 
the  year  1840,  and  (he  sum  paid  each. 

A  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  in  com- 
pKaoce  with  a  resolution  of  the  Eiena'e,  showing 
the  number  and  kind  of  Uoiled  States  troops  sta- 
tioned on  the  Western  frontier,  from  Fort  Snelling 
to  Fort  Jesnp. 

A  report  of  the  Secretarv  of  the  Navy,  made 
agreeably  to  law,  exhibiting  a  statement  ot  the 
contracts  made  by  the  Conunissionets  of  (he  Navy 
daring  tbe  year  1840. 

The  reforts  were  severally  laid  on  tlie  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  submitted  the  following  resoltt- 
tion: 

Resehed,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be  in^ 
stroc'.ed  ts  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
to  Qeorf;e  Johnson  a  pension,  for  a  disability  in- 
curred by  him  durine  tbe  last  war,  while  in  the  mi- 
litary service  of  the  United  Slates,  and  in  the  line  of 
hi>  duty. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to;  and  (he  papers 
connected  with  the  case  were  referred  to  Ibe  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  presented  a  memorial  of  ci- 
tizens of  Claibrroe  county,  Mississippi,  praying 
the  patsage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MERRICK  submitted  the  following  resoln- 
tion, which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Jtctolred,  That  the  Committee  on  (he  Judiciary 
be  instructed  (o  inquire  in'o  the  expediency  of 
abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  lh<  Commi((ee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Capt  J. 
Throckmorton,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  (o  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  (be  same  commi(tee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter  H.  Greene,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  bis  relief;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reiu]ing. 

Mr.  KING,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  which  was  committed  the  petition  of  Caleb  Eddy., 
reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read,  and 
qrderad  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  (be  heira  and  leg^  r^ 
presenlatives  of  Samuel  Mackey; 
.  The  bill  to  extend  the  (diaiter  ef  the  Bank  of 
Alexandria;  and 

The  bill  to  abolish  tN  port  of  deUrery  and  tbe 


office  of  surveyor  of  the  customs,  at^Conitnck  Id« 

let.  North  Carolina, 

were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUSBARi),  (be  bill  for  Ibe 
relief  of  Daniel  G.  Skinner  of  Alabama  was  taken 
up,  and  coasiilered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  (bird  reading. 
ORDERS  OP  THE  DAY. 

The  following  bills  were  taken  up  and  considered 
a  s  in  committee  of  tbe  whole,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  readinj: 

The  bill  to  provide  f»r  taking  evidence  in  the 
District  of  Colombia  and  in  the  Territories  of  the 
United  Slates,  in  certain  eases. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  exeentor  of  Thomas 
C.Toper,  deceaied. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Aaron  Vail,  deceased,  laic  crnsul  at  L'Orieot. 

The  bill  to  confirm  claims  to  l^adsin  the  district 
between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  Sab'ue  rivers. 

The  bill  for  tbe  telief  ,of  Chvles  Morgan,  of 
Louisiana. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Morgan. 

Tbe  bill  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  tbe 
Ouachita  land  district,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
being  taken  up,  was,  on  motion  by  Mr.  MOUTON, 
amended  by  adding  to  it 

The  bi^l  confirming  certain  land  cteinos  in  Loui- 
siana; and 

The  bill  (o  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  the 
Greensbnrg  land  disir.'C,  State  of  Louisiaiu;  ^d 
was  (hen  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing. 

The  bill  for  (he  relief  of  Juan  Belgar  was  taken 
op,  and  aflera  debate  in  which  Messrs.  MOUTON, 
LINN,  and  KINO,  advocated  (he  bUl,  and  Mr. 
CLAY,  of  Kentuf  ky,  opposed  acting  on  it  at  pre- 
sent, the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

PBKIiANENT  PaOSPECTlVK  FRE-EUPTION  LAW. 

The  bill  10  esublish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  public 
lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cnltivate  the  same,  and 
raise  a  Irg  ca.bia  thereon,  was  taken  up,  and  hav- 
ing been  read  tbroogh,  the  question  being  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Crittxndzk  to  recommit  the  bill,, 
with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  the  distribution 
of  tbe  proceeds  ef  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  States, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  addressed  the  Senate  at 
length,  aosweting  fully  and  satisfactorily  the 
chwges  of  extravagance  against  the  present  Admi- 
mis'ration  made  yesterday  by  Mr.  CaiTTcaDEir. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  replied  at  length;  and  af- 
ter some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  BUCHA- 
NAN and  CRITTENDEN, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  obtained  (he  floor,  and  after 
some  remarks  on  (be  subject  cf  Executive  and 
patty  responsibility  for  extravagance  in  expendi- 
ture, he  announced  bis  intention  of  discussing  the 
subject  before  them — ihe  di:itribation  bill  in  con- 
nection with  the  protective  system — but  many  Se- 
nators requesting  him  to  yield  (o  a  motion  for  ad- 
jonrnm;nt,  be  assented. 

And  tbe  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESBNTATlVBa 
FaiDAT,  January  33, 1841.     v 

Mr.  BLACK  inqaired  whether  the  first  business 
in  order  was  not  tbe  appeal  which  be  took  from 
the  decision  oftheCRAiaon  yesterday,  (orhe  de- 
cided "that  so  much  of  tbe  petition  as  prays  that 
no  new  Slate  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  the 
Constitution  of  .which  may  tolerate  slavery,  did 
not  come  within  the  prohibition  of  (he  rule,  and 
that,  therefore,  that  part  ef  the  petition  has  been 
received.") 

Tbe  SPEAKER  replying  in  tbe  negative, 

Mr.  BLACK  moved  to  suspend  (he  rules,  in 
order  (bat  the  unfinished  business  of  the  morning 
hour  of  yesterday  might  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  J.  W.  JONES  hoped  that  the  motion  would 
not  prevail,  and  that  the  House  wonld  proceed  to 
tke  consideration  of  the  special  order,  viz:  die 
Treasury  note  bill. 

Mr.  BLACK  (hen  submitted  his  motion  in  writ- 
ing, th&i  the  morning  hour  be  appropriated  to  the 
disposition  of  the  appeal  which  be  took  on  yester- 
day from  the  decision  of  the  Cha»  relative  to  the 
reception  of  certain  petitions  then  presented. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  be  nndeistood  this  to  b« 


lis 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


a  motion  to  resnme  the  ptesealaiion  of  petitions. 
He  had  a  bundle  of  petitions,  Mid  wanted  to  get  rid 
of  then,  and  be  knew  that  that  was  the  ease  with 
the  gentleman  [Mr.  Cibr]  who  asked  to  present  pe- 
titiOBS  yesterday,  to  which  be  (Mr.  A)  objected, 
beeaose  petitions  were  not  called  for  in  order. 

Hie  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  sns- 
pend  the  rnlts,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  J.  W.  JONES  then  moved  that  the  Honse 
ko  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Treasnry 
Note  bill. 

Mt.  RUSSELL  said  that  as  ihiv  wat  the  day 
appropriated  by  the  rules  to  the  eonsideraiion  of 
private  business,  he  would  move  to  saspend  the 
special  order  until  Monday  next,  for  the  purpose 
of  Qddng  up  the  private  calendar. 

Bat  the  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  hiving  prece- 
dence, the  qaestion  was  taken  .thereon  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Alfoid,  Atkerton,  Banks,  Beatty, 
Beime,  Black,  Blackwell,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Aaron 
Y.  Brown,  Borke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  William 
O.  Butler,  John  Campbell,  Carr,  Canoll,  Casey, 
Chapman,  Clifibrd,  Connor,  William  R.  Cooprr, 
Crabb,  Crery,  Cross,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Dsvis, 
Diekenon,  Dellet,  Doan,  Doif,  Earl,  Btsimaa, 
Ely,  Fine,  Fisber.  Floyd,  Fi>mance,  CMbraith, 
Gerry,  Graham,  Oriffin,  Hammond,  Hand,  John 
Hastings,  Hawkins  Hill  of  N.  C.  Hillen,  Holmes, 
Hopkin*,  Hubbard,  Joseph  Johnson.  Cave  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble, 
Kille,  Leadbeiier,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lowell,  Lucas, 
McClellan,  McKiiy,  Meredith  Mallory,  Marchand, 
Medilt,  Millsr,  Moniaoya,  Montgomcrr.  Samuel 
W.  Morris,  Newhard,  Nisbet,  Parrish,  Parmenter, 
Parris,  P.ckens,  Reynolds,  Rives,  Edward  Rogers, 
Samuels,  Shaw,  Shepard,  Albert  Smilh,  John  Smith, 
Thomas  Smiih,  Starkweather.  Sleenrod,  Strong, 
Sumter,  Swearingen,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Taylor, 
P.  P.  Thomas,  Jfcob  Thompson^  Vanderpoel, 
Vroom,  Weller,  Wick,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry 
Williams,  Lewis  WiUiam.«,  and  Wise— 104. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Andrews,  Barnard, 
Bond,  CalbouQ,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Chinn,  Chit- 
tenden, James  Cooper,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis, 
Cashing,  Edward  Davies,  Chtrrett  Davis,  Dawson, 
Deberry,  Dennis,  E»ereit,  Fillmore,  Garland, 
€hites.  Gentry,  Giddings,  Goegin,  Granger,  Greeny 
Habersham,  Hall,  Henry,  Hill  of  Va.  Hoffman, 
Hunt,  James,  Jenifer,  Charles  Johnston,  Wm. 
Cost  Johnson,  Kempstall,  King,  Lane,  Lincoln, 
McCarty,  Francis  Mallory,  Marvin,  Monroe, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Calvary  Morris,  Osborne,  Peck, 
Pope,  Proffi',  Randall,  Rariden,  Rayner,  Reed, 
Eidgway,  Russell,  Salionstall,  Sergeant,  Simonton, 
Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Stuart,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Tripleti,  Trumbull,  Warren,  and  John  White— 
70. 

Sp  the  Honse  determined  to  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL, 
stnd  aoeordlngly  resumed  the  consideration  thereof, 
CMr.  Cis«T  in  ihe  chair  ) 

Mr.  RHBTT  being  entitled  to  the  fl  jor,  resumed 
his  remarks  from  yesterday,  in  which  he  had  com* 
menced  an  argoment  to  show  that  neither  a  loan 
of  ten  millions,  nor  a  new  lariffon  silks,  etc  would 
be  necessary;  but  that  the  present  bill  would  fur- 
nish ample  means  for  relieving  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  R  proceeded  to  controvert  the  arguments  of 
Mr.  Evans,  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  expendi- 
tures diar^eable  on  the  pref^ent  year.  He  advertad 
to  the  item  referrrd  to  by  Mr.  E.  of  two  and  a  half 
joaillions  chargeable  upon  184t,  for  the  forces  in 
Florida.  Now,  he,  Mr.  R.  contended  that  the 
charge  had  not  yet  arisen,  nor  woald  it  arse,  on- 
lees  Congress  shoold  pass  the  bill,  authorizing  the 
enlistment  of  1500  moonted  men  and  500  foot. 

Mr.  EVANS  explained  (hat  this  charge  had  al- 
ready been  iocurred,  and  was  designed  ehiffly  for 
the  pay  of  two  thousand  militia,  called  into  the  re- 

Slar  service  in  Florida,  under  the  law  authorizing 
t  aoeeptaoce  of  the  services  of  militia  for  three 
months.  These  men,  he  urged,  had  been  thus  en-' 
gaged  from  three  months  to  three  months,  and  it 
was  for  the  payment  of  forces  already  taken  into 
the  service  that  the  money  was  dne. 

Mr.  RHBTT  was  nndersiood  to  maintain  that 
k*re  WW  uplhiof  in  the  estimates  to  show  that 


these  militia  were  now  in  the  service,  and  for  all  he 
or  the  gentleman  knew,  they  might  have  been  dtv 
banded.  Mr.  R.  contended  -  that,  however  that 
might  be,  the  item  for  the  Florida  war  was  not  ne- 
cessarily a  portion  of  the  expendiinre  for  the  pre- 
sent year.  For,  as  the  present  Administration 
went  out  of  power  on  the  4th  of  March,  it  was  not 
certain  that  the  next  Administration  wonld  contl- 
nae  that  war.  So  thus  it  did  cot  necessarily  fol- 
low that  this  item  should  be  charged  upon  the  ex- 
Knditnres  of  1841,  as  urged  by  the  member  ilrom 
nine. 

Mr.  R.  then  proceeded  to  t  indicate  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  in  the  views  that  officer  had  uken 
in  respect  to  the  appropriations  for  the  presept 
year,  and  the  unexpended  balances  of-  former  ap- 
propriations. 

As  rrgardcd  an  asertion  that  a  million  of 
dollars  for  the  Poet  Office  would  be  chargeable  on 
the  expendituies  of  1841,  Mr.  R.  ooniended  that 
such  would  not  be  the  fact.  He  read  extracts  tiom 
the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  to  show  that 
although  the  Department  might  ooeassonally  re- 
quire a  temporary  assistance,  yet,  upon  the  whole, 
it  was  capable  of  maintaining  itself  fiom  its  own 
resources.  - 

Having  adverted  to  the  great  amounts  set  down 
in  the  estimates  for  the  Florida  war,  Ihe  navy  pen- 
sion ftind,  etc.  which  could  not  be  strictly  charge- 
able to  the  expenditures  until  actually  required,  and 
passed  upon  by  Conerevs,  Mr.  R.  next  proceeded  to  re- 
view the  means  calcalaied  upon  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  meeting  the  engagenents  of  Go- 
vernment for  the  present  year,  uid  which  he  main- 
tained would  be  mrst  ample. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  could  not  help  but  notice  the 
inconsistency  of  the  opponentti  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration. For  when  he  first  took  his  seat  on 
that  floor,  the  cry  of  those  gentlemen  was  "retrench- 
ment," "retrenchment,"  and  they  were  blaming  the 
Adminisirstion  for  alleged  extravagance.  Bat 
how  was  it  cow}  Why,  they  had  tamed  round  and 
were  at  this  time  loud  in  their  denunciations  against 
the  Administration  for  meanness  and  parsimosy. 
He,  Mr.  R.  if  be  did  not  mistake  the  signs  of  the 
times,  thought  be  foresaw,  as  soon  as  the  new  Ad- 
ministration should  come  into  power,  that  the  coun- 
try woiUd  be  deluged  with  a  full  tide  of  extrava- 
gance. 

Mr.  R.  after  some  farther  remarks  in  relation  to 
the  course  he  anticipated  the  next  Administration 
would  pursue,  proceeded  to  combat  the  idea  enter- 
tained by  some,  that  a  tax  upon  luxuries  would 
not  diminish  their  consumption.  He  admitted, 
however,  that  a  tax  upon  neoe»saries  would  have 
that  'Sect,  as  the  ease  of  the  poor  English  laborer 
proved,  when  at  least  two-thirds  of  his  hard  eam- 
inis  ware  taken  by  taxation. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  said,  if  the  gentleman 
referred  to  his  remarks  on  yesterday,  he  wonld  ex- 
plain what  he  meant.  It  was  that  wines  and  silks, 
being  articles  of  luxury,  were  consumed  by  the 
rich;  and,  so  far  as  they  were  concerned,  an  ad- 
vance of  price  would  furnish  an  additional  recom- 
mendation for  their  ate,  instead  of  diminishing  the 
eonsnmpiion. 

Mr.RHETT  proceeded,  and  went  into  a  long 
argument  to  show  how  injuriously  a  tariff  on  silk 
would  affr'Ct  the  commerce  between  the  Eastern 
Slates  and  France.  He  contendrU  that  if  this 
commerce  shall  be  interrupted  in  any  drgree,  it 
must  necessarily  operate  injariously  upon  the 
Sou'h;  for,  if  the  French  people  could  not  send 
their  silks  in  return  for  the  millions  of  the  raw  ma- 
terial of  cotton  imported  by  them  from  this  coun- 
try, how  could  it  do  otherwise  than  affect  the  in- 
terests of  the  cotton  grewers.  If  a  duty  should  be 
laid  upon  the  French  silks,  how  could  they  pay  for 
the  seventeen  millions  of  expoited  cottoni  By 
placing  a  duty  on  silks,  would  any  gentleman  un- 
dertake to  say  that  it  would  not  diminish  the  value 
of  cotton? 

A  tax  upes  imports  would  always  effects  the 
exports  of  a  countnr,  and  if  the  views  of  those  gen- 
tlemen in  favor  of  laying  a  tariff  on  silk  should  be 
carried  out,  the  effect  most  necessarily  be  to  reduce 
the  price  of  that  staple  by  which  the  eommeree  was 
carried  on.  For  it  would  be  admitted  by  all,  that 
cotioii  WW,  ia  faet,  the  ewrreiioy  Willi  wbieb  ih* 


whole  commerce  of  this  country  was  carried  on; 
aodifatvz  thonid  be  laid  on  what  that  cotton 
brought  into  the  conntry,  it  must  necessarily  de- 
range the  prices  of  iti 

Mr.  R.  then  proceeded  to  argue  that,  in  tlie  first 
place,  there  existeil  no  necessity  for  raising  any  ad- 
ditional means;  and  if  Uiere  did,  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  raising  it  on  this  particular  article,  silk. 

Until  yesterday  be  had  been  utterly  at  loss  to  con- 
ceive why  this  project  of  laying  a  duty  on  silk  had 
been  introdoc-d.  But  from  the  remarks  of  an 
honorable  Senator  be  now  comprehended  lh«  drift* 
It  appeared  that  the  revenue  from  this  source  was 
to  supply  the  deficiency  which  wonkl  arise  .frinn 
the  contemplated  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands.  Here  the  mystery  was  explained. 
He  now  understood  it  well,  and  in  that  case  there 
wonld  be  a  necessity  for  some  such  measure.  But 
in  the  present  condition  of  the  Treasury,  there  was 
no  call  for  it. 

Mr.  R.  then  gave,  at  some  leogQi,  bis  views  in 
relation  to  the  compromise  act,  its  intent  and  cha- 
racter. He  controveited  the  argument  assumed 
yesterday  by  his  colleague  from  South  CaroUna, 
[Mr.  W.  Tn-'MPSoif  ]  that  that  act  was  a  peima- 
nent  arragemen' — a  settled  principle  of  action  be- 
yond the  day  assigned  by  the  limitation  on  the  fhce 
of  it.  Once,  indeed — taking  his  views  rather  from 
the  speeches  of  honorable  gentlemen  than  from  a 
close  scrutiny  of  the  act  itself— he  had  been  under 
the  impression  that  it  was  permanent.  Such,  how- 
ever, was  not  his  opinion  now.  So  far  from  re- 
garding it  as  fixing  a  permanent  and  illimitable 
principle,  he  declared  his  ronviction  that  it  did  not 
live  one  day  beyond  the  6ih  of  March,  1842;  and  * 
that,  after  that  day,  not  a  single  dollar  could  be 
collected  frim  customs  under  its  provisions.  He 
believed  the  law  tn  be  nnconstituiiooa),  and  he  did 
not  regard  it  as  binding  upon  him.  Tliese  views 
Mr.  R.  discD^sed  at  great  length. 

In  conclasion,  he  expressed  the  opinion  that  Ihe 
tariff  qa«stion  onght  not  to  be  touched  now— that  it 
should  lie  over  to  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
when  there  ought  to  be  a  general  re-modelling  of 
duties.  The  proper  coure  was,  to  let  the  in-com- 
ing administration  take  up  that  question,  and  give 
us  their  pnjeet  in  regard  to  it,  if  they  had  any. 
Sufficient  means  would,  in  the  interim,  be  found 
in  the  Treasnry  to  answer  all  their  purposes  daring 
Uieyear  1841. 

He  declared  his  inleniion  to  give  a  fair  and  ho- 
nest dianeeto  the  administration  ofGenerrI  Har- 
risoii.  No  man  had  ever  heard  him  (Mr.  R.)  sp<«k 
speak  disrespectfully  ef  that  gentleman.  Awl  he 
now  avowed  that  if  General  Harrison,  in  the  course 
of  policy  he  might  mark  out,  should  stand  upon 
the  great  Republican  principles  of  '98  and  99,  be 
(Mr.  R.)  would  give  him  his  hearty  support.  Buc 
if  he  trod  in  the  path  of  the  Federalists  of 
'Sg— if  he  advocated  a  National  Bank— the  throw-, 
ing  open  of  the  public  purse  to  extravagant  expen- 
ditures— and  the  consolidation  of  this  Government 
in  Its  several  branches — he  (Mr.  R.)  would  oppose 
his  administration,  feeble  as  his-  opposition  might 
be,  to  the  utmost  extent  of  his  power. 

Mr.  NISBET  was  not  prepared  to  say  whether 
or  not  he  would  vote  for  the  bill  now  before  the 
House.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  necessity 
for  the  measure  was  as  pressing  and  uigeni  as  has 
been  represented.  But  there  were  other  questions 
besiiles  this.  The  tariS*  bad  been  alluded  to.  Now, 
he  (Mr.  N.)  was  not  the  advocate  of  a  tariff  for 
proteciion;  if  he  were,  he  would  belie  his  eonsti- 
tticnls  who  se.-it  bim  here.  He  had  heard  from 
his  infancy  that  it  was  unjust  in  its  character  and 
destructive  to  the  permanency  of  tbe  Confederacy, 
and  he  hoped  he  would  never  change  his  opinion 
iu  regard  to  that  subject. 

Mr.  N.  contended  that  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  R.]  in  relation 
to  protective  duties,  was  quite  foreign  to  the  sub- 
ject under  debate,  and  had  not  been  called  out  b]r 
any  remarks  previously  made.  Mr.  N.  then  pro- 
ceeded to  argue  that  unless  the  proposed  duty  on 
silks  amounted  to  a  prohibition  of  that  article,  then 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  amounted  to  noth- 
ing. And  the  qaestion  was,  whether  the  proposed 
duty  of  90  per  cent,  would  amount  to  a  prohibi- 
tion. Btit,  for  U*  part,  be  disclaimed  allproliiH- 
uiqitized  by  „ 
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tpf)  datics,  and  if,  when  he  came  to  vote  on  dw 
inposilien  of  any  dnties,  he  imagined  they  would 
opermie  as  sncb,  he  woald  vote  against  them. 

Mr.  N.  remarked  that  there  was  a  particular  land 
of  eotton  imported  for  this  country  by  the  French, 
/atd  tnm  which  they  manafaciared  their  rich  laces 
and  aoditts  to  extensively  used  here.  So  that  in 
ease  of  a  tariff  on  nik,  we  shoald,  in  thoie  articles, 
ooBsmae  an  equal  portion  of  ear  o«  d  cotton  maau' 
fJMtnred  by  the  French  (hemtelves. 

Mr.  N.  went  on  to  say  that  there  were 
btit  three  soarees  of  rtvenne;  Firs',  the  pablic 
lands;  seoond,  from  direct  taxation;  and  third,  by 
impoeis  on  importations.  As  for  the  pnUie  lands, 
it  appeared  very  liitle  reliance  was  to  be  placed  on 
that  sotuee,  for  all  classes  of  politicians  vcere  ma- 
king propositions  for  yielding  the  proceeds  to  the 
Slates.  These  lands  were  nothing  bat  a  bone  of 
eontoition — a  political  football,  bandied  aboiit 
flrat  by  one  party  and  than  the  oiber. 

As  for  direct  taxation,  the  recorded  wisdom  of 
ages  had  proved  that  no  plan  wa:>  more  odioos  or 
more  nae^iul  in  its  operation.  The  pnblM  mind 
disowned  It,  and  the  sympathies  of  the  Union  were 
against  it. 

Then  the  raising  of  revcnne  from  imports  wa« 
try  far  the  more  reasonable,  and  he  hoped  that  the 
eoming  Administration  wonld  aonotiaee  now, 
through  their  accredited  organs,  that  if  money 
abotild  be  yanted,  they  woald ,  raise  it  tfarongh  the 
piOTiaioiw  of  the  compromise  act. 

After  a  very  flowing  appeal  in  bdulf  of  the 
poorer  classes  of  tUs  coontry,  and  the  jasiiee  of  tax 
ing  the  rich  in  all  cases  where  taxes  were  required  at 
all,  Mr.  N.  recapiinlated  the  three  points  of  his 
speech,  viz:  first,  that  he  wonld  vole  for  no  reve- 
Biie  bat  what  the  wants  of  the  Qovrmment  re> 
qnlreiU  Second,  that  the  fact  of  the  Government 
wanting  money  being  conceded,  they  had  belter 
raise  it  ander  the  provisions  of  ih«  compromise  act 
af  1833;  and  third,  when  they  laid  any  impcsis, 
Jet  them  b«  so  light  as  not  maieiially  to  affect  lbs 
inportations,  and  not  to  exceed  the  wants  of  dte 
Government. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  MisHsslppi  next  obtained 
the  floor,  but,  without  proceeding,  he  gave  way  to 
a  motion  that  the  committee  rise,  which  pre- 
vailed. 

So  the  committee  rose,  reported  pragies?,  and 
askad  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  BVBRBTT  offered  the  following: 

Xtt$bid,  That  the  Secrriary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  House  a  statemcBt  of  the 
different  articles  imported  which  are  now  subjcet 
to  duty  at  a  less  rate  than  twenty  per  cent,  edea- 
iM-etn,  the  value  of  such  articles,  and  the  rate  per 
cent,  and  amoanl  of  said  duties,  based  on  the  im* 
ports  of  1838. 
.Before  any  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution, 

Mr.  GRIFFIN  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  CARR  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Bat  they  were  not  ordered. 

And  the  Hotue  then  adjoomed. 


IN  SENATE. 
SUttodat,  January  23,  1841. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Bwurd  of  Underwriters  of  tbe  city  of  New  York,  ra- 
uonstrating  against  the  repeal  of  the  pilot  law  of 
1837;  which,  as  a  bill  has  been  reported,  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Wayne  county.  New  York,  praying  for  tbe  pas- 
sige  of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on 
:tbe  ttble. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  ihe  memorial  of  citizens 
of  New  York,  remonstrating  against  the  passage  of 
ft  geaeral  bankrupt  law;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  two  memorials  of  citizens 
of  New  York,  praying  that  if  Congress  deem  it  ex- 
pedient  to  pass  any  general  bankrupt  law,  banks 
and  tradii^  incorporations  may  be  included  therein; 
wUdt  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
piiBtad. 

Mr.  KNIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Con- 

,  tingtat Kxpensat, to  which  was  referred  theme- 

mortia  of  the  watchman  of  the  Exeestive  Pepotl' 


tteDt5,  asked  lo  be  dixharged  from  tbe  Ainher 
oonridieration  thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution  anihorizing 
sets  of  the  standard  weights  and  measures  lo  be 
furnished  lo  the  War  Departiteat;  which  was  read, 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  N.  it  was  read  a  second  time, 
considered  a^  in  coninittee  of  the '  whole,  and  or- 
edred  tn  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  KING,  from  the  Commi  tea  in  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Roberts;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  lo  a  second  rradiog. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  the  memorial 
of  Isaac  Welborn;  which  was  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affair*. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  two  memorials  from 
citizens  of  Ohio,  and  from  ci'izens  of  Missitsippi, 
praying  the  passage  of  a  general  bankrupt  tew; 
which  were  laid  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  DIXON  presented  a  memorial  of  persons 
engaged  in  navigation  by  steam  vessel^  praying 
for  a  modification  of  Ihe  law  of  Jaly  7,  163S; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  resolutions  of  rhe  Le- 
gislature of  Indiana  in  favor  of  restricting  the  eli- 
gibUily  of  the  Exrcative  to  a  single  term;  which 
were  readj  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  laid  upon  the 
lab'e. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ROANE,  Ihe  papers  in  the 
ease  of  Mrs.  Vance  were  pprmitled  to  be  with- 
drawn from  the  files  of  the  Senat;. 

HINBtlAL  LANDS  OFTHK  UNTTBD  STATES. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  he  had  received  flrom  lb* 
War  Department  the  report  of  Or.  King,  the 
agent  of  the  United  St«les  for  the  Lead  Mines. 
This  was  a  report  of  great  research  and  uncommon 
ability.  It  related  to  the  manntr  of  disposing 
of  our  mineral  lands,  and  to  the  development  of  the 
resources  of  the  mineral  region.  Ttns  subject  had 
heretofrre  been  referred  by  the  Senate  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pablic  Lands,  aod  he  bad  reported  a  bill 
for  the  sale  of  these  lands,  which  had  received  the 
sanction  of  the  Senate.  The  subject  was  one  of 
the  greatest  interest.  Tbe  mineral  region  of  Mi.<- 
sonri  and  of  tbe  Norti)west,was  already  ascertained 
to  exceed  ihe  entire  area  of  the  great  State  of  Pena- 
rylvsnia;  and  by  the  more  recent  explorations  of 
those  most  talented  geologists.  Dr.  Owen  and  Col.l 
Nioolet,  in  addition  to  those  of  Dr.  King,  this  I 
entire  mineral  region  was  believed  to  exceed  the  sn-  ] 
perftcies  of  the  two  largest  States  of  the  Union. 
It  was  the  most  fertile  in  soil,  as  well  as  the 
richest  and  most  eziensive  mineral  region  in  the 
world.    Among  other  valoab's  minerals  in    this 

?reat  region,  were  iron,  lead,  copper  and  zinc, 
n  lead,  the  quantity  produced  bad  aug- 
mented from  335,000  pounds  in  1893,  to 
33,000,000  of  pnnndsSn  1839;  worth,  at  New  York, 
|l  500,000.'  We  had  thns  lisen  in  less  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  from  nothing  to  tbe  third  on 
the  list  of  tbe  nations  which  produced  lead;  and  at 
Ihe  same  ratio  of  aajrmeniation,  we  should,  in 
twenty  rears,  stand  at  the  head  of  the  list,  when 
it  was  hoped  we  might,  as  we  now  do,  aot  only 
supply  our  own  market,  but  that  lead  would  b»> 
come  a  large  article  of  eiporu  As  to  copper,  the 
importance  was  still  greater.  Our  imports  of  cop- 
per in  1839  amounted  to  within  a  smsjl  fraction  of 
f  13,000,000.  When  we  considered  copper,  not  on- 
y  as  a  coin  for  small  change,  but  its  many  valni- 
ble  uses  in  manufactures,  the  importance  of  the 
subject  would  b^  perceived.  To  specify  no  others, 
the  ameunt  of  copper  used  in  boilers  on  steam 
ears,  and  for  sieamboats  on  the  lakes,  rivers  and 
ocean,  was  very  great,  and  increasing  every  day; 
and  transportation  by  steam  upon  the  land, 
and  navigaiien  by  steam  on  tbe  water,  to  a 
great  extent,  depended  on  the  use  of  this  valuable 
mineral.  As  connected  with  steam  vessels  far  the 
navy,  the  subject  was  one  of  the  highest  national 
importance,  conn-  c'ed  intimately  with  the  honor 
and  defence  of  Ihe  coontry.  The  copper  region  of 
the  Untied  States  was  believed  to  be  richw  and 
more  extensive  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  woiM. 
The  mining  aod  smelting  of  this  mineral  in  oar 
•oantry  had  bat  recently  commenced,  bat  «nd«r 
such  eircamstancea  as  to  promise  ibe  most  aacpi- 
ciona  r^ialta.    Tbe  derelopmant  of  otn  minenl  re- 


sources in  thif  whole  great  region,  depended  dtlefly 
upon '  improvements — ^first  in '  mining,  secondly  in 
smelting,  and  thirdly  in  the  mannM;  of  disposing  of 
the  mineral  lands;  and  it  was  to  this  last  sabjtct 
that  he  de«ired  to  call  tbe  attention  of  the  Senate, 
and  upon  which  very  much  depended,  and  which 
he  hoped  would  be  finally  adjusted  at  the  next  sec- 
sion,  after  full  and  mature  deliberation.  Mr. 
Walker  said  he  won!d  on'y  at  present  move  ihe 
printiag  of  ih's  valuable  report,  and  of  five  bun. 
dred  addiiiooal  copies  for  the  usv  of  tbe  Senate. 

Mr.  LINN  expressed  the  pleasiure  he  felt  at  the 
introduction  of  the  document  It  was  certainly  a 
matter  of  vast  importance  to  the  country  generally 
to  have  tha  mineral  lands  disposed  of,  and  Ihe 
sooner  it  was  effecteil  the  better.  So  long  as  these 
lands  remained  the  properly  of  the  Government, 
littl;  won'd  be  realized  from  them.  He  consi- 
dered it  tbe  worst  policy  in  the  world  for  the  Go- 
vernment lo  hold  on  for  the  mere  purpose  of  ob- 
taining a  trifling  rent.  If  ihey  were  put  up  for 
sale,  individual  enterprise  and  capital  would  go  to 
work  in  developing  the  mighiy  resources  of  the 
West.  The  people  of  Ihe  Eastern  and  Middle  sec- 
tions of  this  country  did  not  appear  to  have  any 
adeqiuie  idea  of  the  great  magnitude  of  the  mineral 
wealih  of  ihe  West.  Why  (said  Mr.  L.)  Ihe 
mioend  region  of  copper,  lead,  zinc,  manganese, 
etc  extends  from  Lake  Superior  antil  it  falls  off 
into  the  lowti  altitudes  of  a  portion  of  the  States 
of  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  the  Territory  of  Wiskon- 
san  aod  Iowa,  where  the  vast  coal  fields  and  salt 
formations  commence  from  the  banks  of  the  Ohio 
to  the  foot  of  the  spurs  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
where  yon  again  ascend  from  this  great  btisin  into 
the  Ozark  chain  of  hills.  It  again  commences  on 
ihe  holders  of  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri,  taking 
a  sbuthtrestern  direction,  enabling  yon  to  trace  the 
chain  through  the  country  of  the  Keoways,  and  a 
portion  of  tbe  country  occupied  by  the  wanderit>g 
Cimanches,  where  it  unites  with  the  mountains  bor  . 
deriog  on  the  Rio  del  Norte.  Tbroughout  this  vast 
extent  are  scatterrd  mineral  wralit,  inexhaustible  in 
quantity,  whole  mooniains  of  iron  ore,  etc.  At  this 
time,  England  is  the  greatest  lead  country  in  the 
world,  producing  annually  100,000,000  pounds, 
while  the  rest  of  Europe  did  not  produce  more  than 
50,000,000.  In  seventeen  T^ars  the  United  States  had 
raised  from  6,000,000  to  30,000,000.  What,  with 
such  boundless  resources,  might  not  be  anticipated 
in  seventeen  more?  He  left  for  those  to  answer 
who  could  form  a  proper  estimate  of  this  region  of 
eouniry. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  he  weald,  at  the  next  ses- 
sion, most  OheerAilly  co-operate  with  his -friend, 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Limn]  in  devising 
a  system  for  the  sale  of  the  mineral  lands,  and  he 
most  heartily  concurred  with  that  Senator  in  the 
opinion  that  these  lands  shoald  be  sold,  and  not 
leased,  and  that  in  the  sale  the  development  of  the 
mineral  region  was  v»s  lymore  important  than  the 
rereone  from  Ihe  sales;  for  as  to  leasing,  the  nett 
revenue  was  little  or  nothing.  The  lands  must  be 
in  the  hands,  aot  of  lessees,  but  of  propnetors,  in 
order  to  augment  the  amoimt  of  mineial.  In  the 
bands  of  lessees,  we  should  have  little  more]than 
those  scrapings  of  the  surface  of  the  soil  called 
diggingi,  which  had  so  extensively  prevailed  ia  Ibia 
region,  the  power  of  steam  and  of  the  .accompany* 
ing  aad  improved  machinery,  never  having  been 
employed  here,  as  Mr.  W.  believed,  bat  in  a  single 
instance. 

The  motion  to  pant  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  NORVBLL  tabmilled  Ihe  following,  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

Rttelted,  That  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy  com- 
municate lo  the  Senate  a  statement  of  the  cost  of 
bailding,  in  materials  and  labor  respeetiv; ly,  of  tbe 
ships  of  the  line  Columbus,  Ohio,  Delaware,  and 
North  Carolina;  tbe  (ri^rates  United  States,  Consti- 
tution, Potomac,  and  Brandywine;  tbe  sloops  of 
war  John  Adam<,  Boston,  Lexington,  Vincennes, 
Warren,  Natehez,  Falmeath,  Fairfield,  Vandalia, 
St.  Louis,  and  Cone«rd;  Ihe  brigs  Forpoiae,  Dol- 
phin, Pioneer,  and  Contort;  the  schooners  Gram- 
pus, Shark,  Sntarpriae,  and  Boxer;  and  Ihe  steam- 
ship Fallon;  and  Ihe  periods  at  wUcb  theae  vessels 
were  respectively  ballt.  Also,  the  number  of  times 
etch  of  tlMMt  veiseb  hiave  been  repaired:  when  so 
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repaired,  and  the  cost  of  repairing  each,  both  w 
materiiUs  and  labor.  AI«o,  the  fir*t  cost  of  the 
schooners  Pilot  and  Active,  the  cost  of  repairs  of 
the  same,  and  the  sums  for  nhxh  the  said  schoo- 
ners were  sold.  Also,  the  cost  of  the  several  navy 
and  dockyards,  incladiag  the  sites,  the  cost  of  the 
buildings  and  txtnres  at  each,  mad  the  repairs  of 
thasame. 

BILLS  PASSED. 
The  fallowing  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and 


The  bill  to  provide  for  taking  evidence  in  the  Dis* 
tiict  of  Coliunbia  and  In  the  Tenilories  oi  the  United 
States,  ia  certain  caees. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  exeentor  of  Thomas 
Cooper,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
aentatires  of  Aaron  Vail,  deeeaaed,  late  eonsnl  at 
LVrient. 

The  bill  to  confirm  claims  to  lands  in  the  district 
between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers. 
/  T»  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Morgan,  of 

Lonisiana. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charies  Morgan. 

The  bill  confirming  certain  land  claims  in 
Lonisiana. 

PERUANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PREEMPTION  tAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  tne  pub- 
lic lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cnltivaie  the  same, 
and  raise  a'log  cabin  thereon,  was  taking  op,  and 
having  been  read  tbrongh,  ibe  qoestion  being  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Cbittemden  to  leeommit  the 
bill,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  Ibe  distri- 
bntion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pablie 
lands  among  the  Statrs. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  addressed  the  Senate  at  moeh 
length  on  ihs  distribotion  bill,  the  tariff  poliey,  Ac 
and  was  repHcd  to  by  Mr.  WE38TER. 

After  some  farther  remarks  by  Messrs.  CAL- 
HOUN and  WEBSTER, 

Mr.  ALLEN  obtained  the  floor,  btH  yielded  (o  a 
motion  for  ad/oummeni. 

And  the  Senate  adjonned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRB6BNTAT1VBS, 

Satitrdat,  Jannary  33,  1841. 

After  the  journal  had  been  read, 

Mr.  J.  W.  JONES  moved  that  dt«  Rove  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,'  and 
proceed  to  the  spedal  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
give  way,  to  enable  him  lo  report  a  bill  from  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  regulating  the  taking  testi- 
mony in  cases  of  contested  (lections,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

,  Mr.  JONES  said  he  would  do  so,  provided  the 
bill  wonki  not  take  up  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  CARR  would  object,  unless  all  shonld  have 
an  opportunity  of  presenting  their  petitions. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  the  bill  was  a  matter  of 
vast  importance,  and  would  prov^  highly  beneli- 
eial  hereafter;  and  therefore  be  hoped  no  objection 
would  be  made  to  iis  consideration. 

OI>ieetion  being  made, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  lo  suspend  the  rule; 
but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  remarked  that,  as  this  was  the 
day  set  apart  for  the  oottsideration  of  private  busi- 
ness, be  hoped  there  wonid  not  be  a  solitary  objec- 
tion to  pos«i>oning  the  bill  before  the  Boose  until 
Monday,  and  prcceed  now  to  the  reception  of  pe- 
titions. 

The  oineetion  not  being  withdrawn, 

Mr.  RUSSELL  called  fnrihe  yeas  and  nays;  bat 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  having  precedence, 
the  quettion  was  taken  thereon,  and  decided  ia  (be 
affirmative. 

So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uuion  (Mr.  Cisav 
in  the  chair,)  and  rcsnmed  the  consideiation  of  ibe 
bill  authorizing  the  issue  of 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi,  being  entitled 
to  Ihs  floor,  after  8om<  preliminary  lemuks,  pro- 
c"dedte  aay  tfiat  he  shonld  support  the  pieceat 
nwaaare  tefore  ihe  committee,  and  oppose  all 
fitbers.    He  believed  the  sum  asked  for  by  the  hill 


would  be  more  than  snffieient  to  meet  the  wants  of 
the  Treasury. 

After  sh'wing  the  fallacy  of  the  eonstiiniional 
objec  ions  raised  by  some  gettlleman  to  the  imae  of 
Treasury  notex,  be  went  on  to  show  bov  much 
more  beneficial  their  issue  wonId  be  to  onr  own 
people,  whereas  a  loan  would  benefit  foreign  capi- 
talists. In  reply  to  the  objections  in  relation  to  the 
notes  being  bills  of  credit,  he  quoted  the  definition 
of  Chief  Juttioe  Marshall  of  a  bill  of  credit,  and 
showed  that  ihe  objection  could  not  apply.  These 
notes  now  asked  for,  were  not  intended  as  money, 
but  merely  to  raise  money.  And  if  Congress  had 
not  the  power  to  issue  them,  neiiherhad  it  the  power 
to  issue  bonds  or  script 

Having  satisfied  bis  own  mind  of  the  co'Wtiln- 
tionally  of  this  measure,  Mr.  T.  {proceeded  lo  aay 
that  it  bad  been  clearly  demoustraietl  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhbtt]  on  yester- 
day, that  five  millions  would  be  enough,  and  even 
more  than  would  be  wanted. 

But  be  conld  not  help  being  amused  it  Ihe  dif> 
ferent  conclusions  to  which  gentlemen  of  the  Oppo- 
sition had  come. 

In  the  first  place,  Ihe  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  BiaitiRD]  had  put  down  the  anticipated  de- 
ficiency at  about  seven  or  eight  millions  of  dollars. 
Next  came  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  who  ar- 
rived at  a  difierent  conclusion.  Then  followed 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bell,]  who 
profi^esied  that  the  deficieney  would  be  ten,  twelve, 
or  very  like  fifteen  millioos.  For  his  own  part  he 
was  unwilling  t«  go  isto  the  various  calculations 
of  the  gentlemen,  altbongh  he  could  not  but  be 
amused  at  their  various  conclusions. 

lAst  year  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  deviated 
only  two  loillions  in  the  amount  of  the  eslimales; 
and  considering  the  fluctuation  of  trade  and  other 
eausefi,  that  wss  toler&bly  accurate.  And  if  the  S:- 
cretary  shonld  deviate  bat  two  millisns  in  his  esti- 
mates for  ihs  coming  year,  iban  the  means  now 
asked  for,  would  afford  ample  means  fur  carrying 
on  the  Oovemment. 

Bat  here  was  the  grand  secret.  Here  was  the 
main  spring  of  this  movement  for  higher  expendi. 
tures.  Gentlemen  of  the  Opposition  were  desirous 
of  coining  lo  a  sudden  .conclusion  that  an  extra 
session  must  be  called.  This  was  Ihe  secret  spring 
of  action  on  this  matter. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  had 
a  wonderful  talent  for  figures;  but  on  referring  to 
the  speech  of  the  gentleman  in  1837,  when  advo- 
cating a  depoeile  iS'  the  surplus  revenue  with  the 
States,  he  staled  that  there  was  no  question  but  that 
at  Ihe  end  of  the  year,  the  surplus  revenue  would 
amount  to  between  len  and  twelve  millions  of  dol- 
lars. But  now  look  at  his  fus  aninw.  At  that 
time  the  gentleman  was  desirous  to  make  the  sur- 
plus wveniM  appear  as  large  as  possible;  but  now 
it  was  his  aim  to  make  it  appear  as  small  a«  possi- 
ble. 

As  regarded  the  calculations  of  the  gentleman 
that  there  would  be  a  deficiency  of  between  ten  and 
fifteen  millions  at  the  the  en  1  of  the  precent  year, 
he  Mr.  T.  believed  them  all  uncertain.  They  de- 
pended on  a  variety  of  cauces  beyond  the  reach  o{ 
human  foresight,  such  as  the  fluctuations  in  trade, 
commerce,  and  other  matters,  when  no  one  could 
foresee  the  resnlL 

Mr.  T.  then  recapitnlaled  the  statements  of  the 
Secretary  cf  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  for  ttie  present  year,  and  said  that 
were  the  present  Administration  to  continue  in 
power,  :o  well  satisfied  was  he  of  those  estimates 
in  Ihe  report,  that  he  would  not  go  for  more  than 
three  millions  instead  of  five  millions  of  Treasury 
notCA.  But,  as  an  adverse  Adminii^tratioa  was 
about  to  come  Into  power,  be  va.^  willing  lo  give 
them  two  millions  more  than  was  necessary. 

Mr.-T.  next  proceeded  to  notice  the  glaring  in- 
consistency of  the  Opposition  in  their  charges 
against  the  Administration  within  the  space  of  the 
lut  twelve  months  only.  For,  (aid  he,  the  party 
with  -whom  I  act  are  now  charged  wih  "mean  par> 
simeny;"  not  more  than  one  year  ago,  on  this  floor, 
we  were  charged  with  reckless  exvaVaganoe,  and 
the  cry  waa  e«^eed  and  re-eofaesd  from  one  end  of 
the  oonniry  to  the  ether. 

He  was  wilUng  to  admit  that,  in  his  own  opinion,  j 
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the  expeadilnres  of  the  Qovernment  before  that 
tim^  had  been  too  laigr;  but  vhat  he  always  oon- 
tended  for  was,  that  the  Congress  of  fie  United 
States  ought  to  be  treated  precisely  as  a  father  ought 
to  treat  a  spoiled  boy  at  college.  ~  And  what  was, 
that  wa}  I     Why,  to  cut  down  the  supplies. 

Now  the  supplies  were  eat  down  by  the  aecesn- 
ry  operations  of  trade;  and  daring  ibe  whole  reiga 
of  the  present  Administration,  the  taxes  had  beat 
taken  off  the  people.  But  now,  under  the  operation 
of  that  system,  there  was  no  money  in  theTVea- 
sury.  Were  tbey,  however,  to  .blame  die  Seem- 
lary  of  the  Treasury?  Certainly  not;  for,  on  ihe 
oontnry,  that  officer  deserved  the  thanks  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  T.  as  a  further  and  most  striking  iUastn- 
tion  of  his  charge  of  inconsistent,  advctted  to  the 
outpouring  of  Mr.  Oqle,  last  summer,  in  relatiott 
to  the  furniture  of  the  Fresidem's  House.  That 
doenmen',  said  Mr.T.  was  circulated  through  Mis- 
sissippi, and  to  the  remotest  part  of  this  Unkw;  and 
aeeoi'dinc  lo  it,  the  .foniture  was  ^gorgeous," 
**regal,"  <'prineely,^'  etc,  and  far  too  gOMl  for  aay 
Republican.  Bat  we  were  now  told  by  ibe  gentle* 
man  flrom  New  York  [Mr.  BAaNaRo]  hi  substance, 
that  Ihe  furniture  of  this  same  White  House  was 
unfit  for  the  place,  unsniuble  for  a  geatlcmaa,  and 
that  it  ought  to  be  sold,  and  new  fumimre  of 
American  mannfaeture  purchased  in- its  stead  I 

Now,  continued  Mr-  T.  would  the  country  snb> 
mit  to  such  moensistencyt  Would  the  peo- 
ple suffer  the  gentleman  to  blow  hot  and  odd 
in  the  same|brestht  Last  year  this  furniture  was 
cried  down  from  one  end  of  Ihe  country  to  the 
other,  as  "regal,"  "splendid,"  etc.  and  toe  rich  fat 
any  Democratic  citizen  in  this  country;  bat  now 
the  same  party  wete  about  to  take  a  man  from  his 
log  eahin,  and  sell  out  the  same  rich  fnnuture  ■■ 
uasuiiable  for  a  gentleman,  and  lo  refit  the  whole. 

Mr.  T.  then  ezp'sed,  wiih  ^ome  severity,  Ibe 
unfound.d  charges  in  rslaiion  to  the  Choctaw  In- 
dians. He  was  surprised  at  the  charge  that  Ike 
payment  of  these  Indians  had  been  postponed  tor 
Ihe  purpose  of  meeting  the  expenditures  of  1841. 
The  gentleman  frsm  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bbu.]  might 
rest  assured  that  foU  justice  would-  be  done  •  to  the 
Choctaws.  But  there  was  another  fact  in  relation 
lo  the  payment  of  these  Indians.  When  paid,  Ihey 
were  not  to  be  paid  in  money,  but  in  land.  8o 
Ihe  argument  of  the  gentleman  amounted  to  no- 
thing. 

A  more  extended  report  of  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Tbompsch  is  in  course  of  preparation. 

Mr.  Lane  said  that  be  did  not  intend  to  aigue 
the  qoestion  before  the  Hnure  as  a  Harrison-  man 
or  a  Van  Bnren  man,  but  as  a  man  who  had  a 
country  to  serve.  He  look  it  for  granted  that  there 
was  a  deflcit  in  the  Treasury,  and  there  must  eon- 
tinne  to  be,  unless  some  remedy  should  be  adopted 
to  supply  it.  He  regarded  the  deficit  not  tempora- 
ry, but  permanent,  and  was  opposed  to  the  expe- 
dient of  Treasury  notes,  which  he  considered  to 
be  bills  of  credit,  and  interdicted  by  the  Con- 
sutuiion.  But  even  if  it  were  constitutiMial 
to  Issue  them,  it  would  be  better  to  resort  to  a  di- 
rect loan  to  supply  the  deficit;  which,  iji  his  opi- 
nion, was  caused  by  the  paralyzing  influence  of  Ihe 
Independent  Treasury. 

Mr.  L.  replied  at  some  length  to  the  remaiks 
of  Mr.  Thompson,  expressing  his  opinion  that 
a  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  coneiitu- 
tional,  and  said  that  whenever  an  oppcrtu- 
nity  should  be  presented,  he  would  vete  for  oce. 
He  would  vote  in  favor  of  distribating  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  Ihe  several 
Spates,  and  also  vote  for  levying  duties  on  imposts 
for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  but  not  for  proteelioa, 
although  be  believed  Congre^ had  the  constitutfcmat 
power  to  do  so. 

Mr.  L.  concluded  by  saying  that  what  was  right 
to  be  done,  ought  to  be  done  openly  and  directly, 
and  not  inairtctly  and  covertly;  and  he  was,  there* 
fore,  in  favor  of  raising  ten  millions  by  a  direct 
loan. 

Mr  DUNCAN  Ihen  obtained  the  floor,  and  was 
proceeding  in  his  remarks;  when. 

On  mMton,  the  committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  te  sit  again. 

Mr.  EVBRBIT  moved  that  0^  Bouse  now 
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lake  np  bis  icsoIdUoh,  'wbicb,  on  yesterday,  was 
read  for  iDformaiion  as  fntluws: 

Btstioei,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasary  be 
difceted  lo  lay  befote  the  Hoase  a  statemest  of  the 
iiSttnt  articles  imported  which  are  now  sabject 
to  daty  at  a  less  rate  ihea  twenty  per  cent.  «d  «»- 
iMTtM,  the  Taloe  of  sneh  aiticles,  and  the  rate  fer 
eeaL  and'  amoant  of  eaid  daties,  based  on  ibe  im- 
pott  of  1838. 

Objection  being  loade, 

Mr.  EVESETT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  Hoose  adjoam,  and 
IherMpon  eallrd  for  the  yeas  and  navs;  which  were 
ordered,  and  were — yeas  41,  nays  47. 

So  the  Honse  refnsed  to  adjoorn. 

The  qoestioB  then  reearred  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Emarrr, 

Bat,  finding  itself  withoat  aqaomm, 

Tbe  HoMsa  adjonroed. 


m  SENATE. 

nfoNDiT,  January  35, 184  Ir 

Mr.  PRIeSTON  snbmitied  tbe  following  report 
aad  lesoIatioBs  of  the  Lrgislature  of  Soath  Caro- 
Uaa  npoa  Federal  relaiioBs;  which  were  read: 
la  THX'Hotna  op  Bxfbescntativcs, 
December  18, 1840. 

The  Committee  on  Federal  Belatioas,  to  whom 
was  referred  so  nuich  of  tbe  message  of  his  Ez  • 
eelleaey  tbe  Governor,  No.  1,  as  relate*  to  the  elcc- 
Ifcm  of  Ptetidentof  the  United  States,  in  the  eon- 
airaeiion  of  tbe  Constitution, and  ihefatare  arrange- 
maBis  as  to  the  tariff  of  daiies  on  imports,  have 
bad  the  same  ander  eonsideraiion,  and  the  sabjrct 
may  be  divided  and  considered  under  the  lollowiog 
heads: 

1st.  The  prspriely  of  South  Carolina  uniting  in 
Ibe  election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  espe- 
cially when,  by  to  doing,  she  will  give  expression 
to  her  true  principles.  - 

9d.  Tbe  causes  which  have  led  to  tbe  overthrow 
of  Ox  administration  of  Mr.  Vao  Baren,  who»«  po- 
licy and  avowed  principles  of  action  are  in  accord- 
SMe  wiih-the  doctriaes  maiaiained  by  this  State. 
TUi  head  will  properly  embrace  an  inquiry  into 
the  pcemiary  embarrassments  which  have  induced 
tbe  ptople  to  lend  a  willing  ear  to  those  miirepre- 
icalMions  which  have  eontribnted  to  tl^e  saccess  of 
t|M  Opposition.  The  policy  and  constitutionality  of 
a  banJc,  chartered  by  the  United  States:  Tbe  causes 
•f  that  ootabinalion  of  the  different  elements,  which 
united  lo  produce  a  change  of  admioistration: 
This  discordant  character  of  those  elementsi  The 
security  which  the  avowed  policy  of  the  Admiois- 
iratioB  afforded  to  the  peculiar  interests  and  instiin- 
li«M  of  the  South;  and  the  siraage  delusion  which 
bat  distiaeied  so  many  of  tbe  Southern  Stales, 
and  led  ihem  to  uniie  and  make  common  cause 
with  parties,. whose  avowed  prineiples  are  at  war 
with  the  best  interests  of  the  South:  And^  lastly, 
tteconfldeat  expectation,  that  a  development  of 
the  iaeonsistent  intensis  and  views  of  this  coali- 
ikNi,  will  in  tbe  end  vindicate  the  wisdom  and  po- 
licy ef  tbe  Democratic  Admlnittration. 

3d.  The  growing  corruption  of  our  Federal 
eleetion.1. 

4th.  The  resolutions  from  Coaneeticnt,  relating 
to  a  tariff  of  proteciion. 

Upon  tbe  first  matter,  your  committee  concur 
with  bis  Excellency,  that  every  Siate  in  the  Union 
i*  bound  to  unite  in  the  Federal  elections,  without 
legard  to  the  fact,  whether  the  tnccessful  candidate 
agrees  wiih  us  or  not,  for  candidates  can  at  says 
be  found,  wh^se  principles  and  character  "will  well 
merit  such  an  expression  of  approval;  end  the  con- 
daet  of  the  Sale,  at  ihe  pre^eni  session,  has  illus- 
trated the  propriety  of  such  a  course. 

Second.  The  complicated  difficulties  which  em- 
btnaw  oar  monetary  affair;,  arise  from  ibe  per- 
version of  binka  to  purposes  wholly  inecmpatible 
with  a  sound  circaiatioo,  and  an  utter  disre- 
gaid  to  the  elementary  principles  of  banking.  No 
idea  is  more  failacions  tha?  the  bflief  that  an 
abaadant  rirealating  medium  inr.reaEes  the  real 
vafan  of  property.  The  kindly  frniis  of  the  eanh, 
and  haman  labor,  bestowed  in  adopting  materials 
in  thciir  original  state  to  the  use  of.  man,  are  the 
«Uy  setuees  of  wealth ;  and  trade,  or  commerce, 
•ouitts  simply  in  ezebaoge  of  them.   Bfcter  is 


rendered  more  convenient  by  fixing  on  some  one 
article  of  exchange  as  an  universal  proppriy,  tx- 
changeable  for  every  olhc,  and  this  is  called  mo- 
ney. Oold  and  silver  have,  by  general  consent, 
become  that  universal  property,  so  that  he  who 
bas  it,  may  exchange  it  for  whatever  other  proper- 
ly he  wants.  Thus,  if  a  man  bas  .sn  ez  to  spare, 
and  wants  a  hsrte,  he  sells  his  ox  for  eold  or  silver, 
and  then  he  exohaoges  that  for  a  horse.  Thi«  is 
trade  and  the  use  of  money.  It  is  clear  th.-n,  that 
money  must  be  itself  valuable.  It  cos's  labor  lo 
procure  it.  It  is  useful  for  furniture  and  the  arts. 
So  that  money  only  faeilUaten  barter,  by  being  ex- 
chingeable  for  all  article^.  No  more  money  then 
is  needed,  than  is  safficient  for  that  purpose,  and  to 
thus  facilitate  all  the  exchanges  of  a  community. 
Wherever  a  country  hus  more  money  than  its  eX- 
chingej  reqoiie,  it  will  find  its  way  abroad,  lo  be 
exchanged  fur  other  property.  A  bank  n^te  Is 
not  money:  it  bas  no  value.  Money  can  be  ii9*d 
— ^you  can  convert  a  dollar  into  a  silver  spooo 
—but  yon  can  make  nothing  out  of  a  five  dollar 
bill.  L^ke  every  other  promissory  note,  its  va- 
Ine  depends  upon  tbe  fact,  that  the  bank  which 
made  it  has  the  ability  to  redeem  its  promise,  by 
exchanging  it  for  coin  when  required,  ft  follows, 
then,  an  increase  of  bank  paper  is  not  an  inoieaae 
of  money,  and  when  more  is  used  than  tbe  bank 
has  means  to  redeem,  the  bills  become  deprectaled. 
It  is  not  true,  than  an  abundance  of  paper  money 
raises  the  valus  of  property.  It  is  a  mere  decep- 
tion. It  only  makes  paper  money  cheap.  The 
actual  exchanges  of  a  country  require  a  given 
amcnnc  of  money;  and  when  banks  issue  their  pa- 
per only  on  real  iran.'-actions,  founded  on  an  sctoal 
exchange  of  properly,  there  vill  be  no  reditn'tance 
of  circniation,  and  property  will  retain  its  natnral 
valoe;  but  when  Ibe  banks  lend  their  notes  on  mere 
accommodation  paper,  they  are  not  represented  by 
actaal  value,  and  thus  swell  the  circulation,  and 
give  a  fictitious  value  to  property.  This  caused  all 
the  deraagement  of  our  circulating  medium. 
Banks  loaned  money,  or  rather  tbeir  promiies  to 
pay  money,  when  no  real  exchange  had  taken 
place,  and  consequently  their  notes  being  more 
abundant  than  the  actual  business  of  the  country 
required,  depreciated  exactly  in  ih«  ratio  of  the  sur- 
p'ns.  Men  snppo^d  they  were  rieher  because 
they  received  more  for  their  property  in  these 
notes.  Snppose  bank  notes  to  be  ten  per  cent,  be- 
low gold  and  silver,  and  two  men  each  have  a 
thousand  bmhels  of  wheat  to  se'l;  one  sells  his  for 
a  dollar  a  bushel,  and  gets  bank  notes  in  payment; 
the  other  sells  his  for  ninety  cents  and  gf  Is  specie. 
It  is  clear,  tbe  first  has  made  no  better  l<argain  than 
the  last,  for  he  who  got  nine  hnndrf  d  dollars  in 
specie,  can  exchange  it  for  a  thousand  dollars  in 
bank  paper,  and  he  who  got  a  tboo.'and 
dellars  in  paper,  can  exchange  it  for  no  more 
than  nine  hundred  in  specie.  Whea  banks  ex- 
change or  loan  their  own  notes  for  notes  of  per- 
sons who  gave  them  merely  to  raise  money,  and 
not  for  actual  properly  transferred,  they  render 
tbe  circulation  n dundsnt.  Alt  loans  to  Qovern- 
meni  and  corporations  for  speculative  opera'ions; 
all  loans  for  tbe  purchase  of  fixed  property,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  mercantile  property  promptly  ez- 
ebaogsable,  unless  confined  to  such  small  portions 
as  may  be  redeemed  by  Ibe  income  or  produc*, 
tend  to  increase  the  liabilities  of  a  bank  beyond  its 
available  means,  and  conKquently  lead  directly  to 
Ihe  suspension  of  specie  f  ayment)',  even  supposing 
tbe  banks  lo  be  perfectly  honest,  and  their  loans 
perfrctlv  secure.  The  Pennsylvania  Bank  -of  ihe 
Uaited  States  sosrendrd  on  9lh  October,  1839,  and 
most  of  ibe  banks  South  and  West  did  tbe  same. 
Tbe  statement  of  the  situation  of  ihe  banks  on  1st 
January,  1840,  will  prove  that  this  general  su.^pen- 
sion  can  be  traced  to  a  total  disregard  of  the  princi- 
ples of  »afe  banking,  and  the  moit  unjustifiable  U5e 
made  of  the  bank  capital.  On  that  day  the  whole 
bank  capital  of  the  Union  was  $358,44Q  693,  of 
which  but  |33,155  was  in  coin;  yet  their  immedi- 
ate liabilities  were,  for  their  circulation,  $106,968,- 
573)  deposiies  175,696,857;  makiii;;  an  agsregale 
of  #183.665,429.  It  is  not  astonishing,  then,  that 
thev  suspended  specie  payments  when  they  owed 

(149,560,374  more  than  tbeir  specie;  yet  the  pnb- 
c  owwl  the  baoks  at  that  time  |463,89  6,533.    If 


the  poblie  had  paid  their  debt,  ibe  banks  would 
have  had  ample  means  to  have  redeemed  (heir  cir- 
culation and  depositrs.  But  no  small  pan  of  this 
enormous  debt  due  to  the  banks  was  for  loans  to 
Governments  and  to  corixtrations,  who  were  trying 
ezperinenis,  ani  individuals  who  borrowed  money 
to  buy  property  on  speculation,  at  prices  swelled 
out  of  all  proportion  by  these-  very  loans,  which 
augmented  the  circulation  beyond  the  exchange!:, 
and  thus  gave  a  Qciitieos  value,  not  by  making 
property  dear,  but  money  cheap.  The.^e  fictitious 
values  have  given  way,  but  the  notes  of  the  bor- 
rowers from  the  banks  mnst  be  paid  in  specie  or 
i<S  equivalent.  Hence  that  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ment, which,  by  being  fslsely  ascribed  lo  the  mea- 
sures of  the  General  Qovcrnment,  enabled  the  old 
a<lvi-rsari»s  of  Demix;racy,  under  llie  new  diigoise 
of  Whigs,  to  d^•lnde  the  deblcr  porii  ju  of  the  com- 
wanity  into  the  belief  that  a  change  of  AdmiaisUa- 
lion  would  restore  that  redaodani  paper  circoiatic-n 
which  swelled  the  nominal  price  of  properly,  and 
enable  tbem  lo  extricate  ihemselves  from  their  em* 
barrassmenu.  They  are  promised  a  United  States 
Bank;  a  measure,  which,  if  it  was  possible  to  carry 
it  into  effect,  would  not  fail  lo  bring  every  8  ate  in- 
stitution and  all  their  debtors  to  immediate  baak- 
ruptcy.  But  a  chort  lime  is  necessary  to  expose  this 
impovition,  and  bring  down  upon  its  authors  tbe 
bitter  denunciations  of  its  vietims.  There  are  but 
two  modes  of  creating  a  Uaited  States  Bank.  Tbe 
first  is  a  new  subicripiion,  which  would,  if  taken 
from  Ihe  specie  capital  of  the  prwent  banks,  about 
#33,000  000,  effrcloally  destroy  their  ability  to  con- 
tinue specie  paymenls.  The  next  is,  by  a  species 
of  legislative  galvanism,  to  re.-useiWte  the  old 
Bank,  give  it  a  Federal  charier,  and  consti- 
tute it  to  the  depository  of  the  public  revenue, 
under*  some  guarantee  to  be  furni-hed  by  its 
foreign  stockholders,  for  the  sa  ety  of  ihe  public 
moneys.  This  necessarily-Bupposfs  the  re.<'UmptioB 
of  specie  payments  by  that  Bank,  and  her  con- 
trol over  all  Slate  banks.  This  measure  will  give 
Ibe  control  of  all  the  revenue  of  tbe  Union  to  the 
foreien  holders  ef  that  stock,  and  thus  perpetuate 
Ibe  Federal  dynasty  who  have  so  cuceessfnlly 
employed  the  means-  placed  in  their  bauds.  It 
would  enable  the  wealthy  capitalists  to  bring  Ihe 
property  of  ihe  debtors  of  the  Stale  banks  to  the 
hammer,  at  depreciated  prices,  and  thus  swell  Ihe 
fortunes  of  the  rich  at  the  expense  of  tbe  public. 
Sach  an  institution  is  so  utterly  at  variance  with 
the  whole  nature  and  provisions  of  ihe  Constitution, 
that  it  is  lo  be  h"pe<l  the  repre35niatives  of  ihe  peo- 
ple will  resist  it.  It  is  clear  thit  the  new  riysasly 
mnst  (land  or  fall  on  the  bank  question.  If  there 
ts  created  a  United  States  Bank,  the  ladcpendent 
Trea^nty  will  be  abandoned,  and  the  people  mast 
at  the  next  election  decide  on  ihe  justice  ot  its  fate. 
If  no  such  bank  is  created, -the  only  alternative  is 
to  depo.'ite  the  revenue  in  the  State  banbs,a  measure 
repudiated  by  a  majority  of  both  the  gr.at  Federal 
and  Democratic  parlies,  or  lo  continue  Ihe  very 
measure  of  Mr  Van  Buren's  administration,  in  o»- 
P'Siiion  lo  which  was  rallied  the  celebrated  coali- 
tion called  Ihe  Whig  party;  a  proceeding  which 
would  at  once  place  in  bold  relief  the  flagrant  ia- 
jnslice  done  to  that  statesman.  While  your  com- 
mittee  duly  apprecia'e  the  value  of  banks,  whea 
properly  conduc-ed,  ihey  con^der  any  eoonection 
between  ibem  and  Government,  except  in  Ihe  rrdi- 
aary  course  of  dealing  as  cuiiiomers,  of  the  most 
sinister  conscqiences,  and  inron-lMent  wiih  the 
purity  and  independence  of  bo'h.  The  true  objects 
of  tanks  shooU  bo  known,  as  on  their  conduct  de- 
pends the  future  welfare  of  our  whole  country;  and 
a  right  underst^ndiog  of  the  subject  will  prevent  un- 
founded prejudice  on  the  one  side,  which  may 
refuse  to  the  public  the  bent  fits  which,  properly 
regulated,  they  can  bestow;  and,  on  the  other 
band,  ward  off  these  evils  which  tbeir  abofe 
has  already  spread  over  emr  whole  country.  The 
real  uses  of  banks  are.  It.  To  afford  safe  places 
of  depo^iie  fr.r  money;  3J.  Expedi:ioui  and  safe 
meant  of  paymen's,  by.  cheeks  in  lieu  of  coantp 
ing;  3d.  By  rtquiring  a  smaller  amooni  of  coin  to 
condact  exchange,  by  dispenaing  witli  a  part  Of 
their  specie,  and  sabsiitoting  their  bills,  when,  by 
jndicious  mansgemeni,  ihe  credit  of  the  bank  ia 
pieserred  unquestioned.  The  money  thus  releated, 
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is  aetnally  employed  as  eapiial;  and  by  temporary 
loans,  fives  lenrvrd  xnd  reiirraled  activily  to 
trade.  Tne  ? ery  lact,  that  tbey  issue  bitla  exceed- 
ing Ibetr  money  ta«iial;  requires  (hat  their  loans 
ahooM  be  short,  that  Ihey  may  be  always  ready  to 
ndeem  their  circolaiion  as  fast,  as  in  the  roand  of 
bll8in«i.<:,  it  is  brnagbi  in.  A  loan  ofiise  only  lends 
its  aetaal  capital,  and  as  long  as  the  inieresi  is  pone- 
toally  paid,  requires  no  change  of  inve<tmeai.  4. 
They  enable  commepeial  men  to  extend  their  deal- 
ings beyond  ibeir  aetaal  capital.  Thns  if  a  mer- 
ebant  ba<<  ten  thousand  dollars  capital  to  invest  in 
an  enterprise,  he  ran  safely  borrow  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  and  the  bank  can  secnrely  loan  it  if  his 
known  character  for  prudence,  warrant,  that  by 
insurance  and  othrr  precautions,  he  will  not  lost, 
if  nnsneeessfal,  more  than  a  fonrth  of  the  amount 
embarked  in  the  enterprise.  la  a  word,  money  is 
only  a  machine  to  circulate  properly,  and  paper 
costing  little  or  nothing,  ii  a  cheaper  machine,  but 
it  always  supposes  its  redemption  in  coin  nnqno 
tlonable.  These  are  the  legitimate  uses  of  bank!>. 
They  are  not  det Igned  to  loan  money  to  Govem- 
nent,  and  when  employed  for  that  purpose,  it  ;s  a 
frnnd  upon  the  people,  and  operates  as  a  forced 
loan,  if  it  is  made  in  bills  of  the  bank.  Money 
loaned  to  Goremment,  represents  no  property.  It 
is  expended  in  gunpowder;  and  leaves,  when  once 
naed,  nothing  behind,  any  more  than  the  powder 
itself,  after  it  is  exploded.  But  it  swells  the  circn- 
latiott,  and  thrs  depreciates  its  value,  and  when 
eanied  to  a  great  eiteni,  1-ads  to  the  measure 
adopted  in  England,  a  legalized  suspennon  of  specie 
payments,  and  a  compulsory  t«;nd(rrf  bank  pro- 
mises, instead  of  real,  actual  money.  The  prevail- 
ing notion,  even  among  merchants,  that  banks 
are  necesrary  to  facilitate  exchanges  between  the 
States,  especially  that  a  United  Slates  Bank  is  so 
necessary,  is  a  fallacy,  which  is  capable  of  demon- 
stration to  those  who  will  forget  their  prejudices 
and  aabmit  themselves  to  the  guidance  cf  revon. 
First,  then — banks  never  have  been  used,  and  are 
not  intended  to  deal  ia  exchange  between  nation 
and  nation.  The  quantity  of  exchange  depends  on 
the  amount  of  property  transmitted,  generally  speak- 
iitg,  and  bills  originate  witti  the  merchant.  If  a 
merchant  in  Charleston  transmits  a  tbonrand  bales 
of  cotton  to  Liverpool,  he  has  funds  to  draw  apon, 
and  the  importer  who  owes  for  a  cargo  of  Engliih 
goods,  seeks  that  bill  to  remit  m  payment.  It  is  a 
porper  duty  of  a  bank  to  discount  the  bills  coming 
to  maiarity,  where  its  own  capital  is  located.  Thus, 
the  Bank  uf  EuElaod  dbeouots  bills  payable  in 
London;  but  a  bill  payable  in  CharleMon,  would 
not  be  discounted  at  the  Bank  of  England;  neither 
should  a  bill  payable  in  London,  be  discounted  in 
Charleston,  it  tends  to  swell  the  current  of  ex- 
change beyond  the  actnal  traasaciiODS  of  trade, 
and  introduces  that  species  of  bills  termed  kites,  by 
which  two  paitirs  at  each  end  cf  the  Hne,  by  draw- 
ing and  redrawing,  use  exchange  as  a  species  of 
accommodation  paper  to  raise  money,  not  to  facili* 
tale  exchange  of  actual  products  or  merchandise. 
All  legitimate  exchange  is  calcniated  upon  the  basis 
of  sprcit;  the  only  money  of  commerce.  There  is 
no  real  differenca  between  the  teveral  States  of  this 
Union,  and  the  several  countries  of  the  world,  who 
deal  together.  The  value  of  the  bills  of  the  Bank 
of  England  rr  France,  does  not  effect  exchanges. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  the  trade  between  France  and 
England,  the  bills  of  either  kingdom  should  be  car- 
lent  in  the  other.  They  are  not  so  in  fact,  and  ex- 
changes arenot  impeded.  The  truth  is,  bank  paper, 
not  convertible  at  will  into  spec'e,  is  no  currency  at 
alt,  but  is  worre  than  a  delusion.  If  every  State 
permitted  no  bank  paper  not  redeemable;  if  sus- 
pension was  death,  as  it  oaghl  to  be  every  where,  a 
United  States  Bank  is  aliogeiber  useless.  But  even 
a  United  States  Bank  would  not  make  its  bills  re- 
deeaablr,  except  at  the  branches  where  they  were 
isioed.  The  former  b  <nk,  to  avoid  this,  even  in 
relation  to  five  dollar  bills,  drew  five  dollar  drafts 
on  its  branches,  which,  of  course,  becanie  payable 
only  where  accepted.  Tae  command  cf  the  ex- 
ctangeofihe  country,  gave  that  bank  the  oppor- 
tnnity  •(  making  bills  of  exchange  the  sabsiiiute 
for  Iceal  discount,  thus  oveiburdening  the  ex* 
ehangca,  enhancing  the  pricee,  and  thus  avoiding 
{|m  leauietion  on  the  rate  of  diacoants,  and  eaosiog 


•he  balances  of  exchange  to  depend,  not  on  the 
balance  of  trade,  but  the  balance  of  kiting. 
When  the  revolution  of  1837  took  place,  millions 
of  the  fictitious  exchange  was  brought  to  light.  It 
.  is  not  wanted  to  loan  its  promises  to  Oovernment, 
for  when  Government  is  under  the  necessity  of 
borrowing,  which  ooght  never  to  be,  except  under 
temporary  emergencies,  its  own  security,  by  being 
taken  as  an  investment,  wonld  not  derange  the 
carreney,  and  is  the  legitimate  security  for  public 
loans.  The  privilege  of  having  the  note>-  of  a 
United  Stales  Bank,  whenever  redeemable,  receiva- 
ble for  duties,  would  at  once  enable  it  tu  cripple 
the  State  Batik^:  they,  in  Inm,  must  insist  on  the 
payment  of  the  four  hundred  millions  due  them  by 
the  people,  and  in  less  than  two  yearf,  ihe  bitter 
frails  of  Whig  experiments  would  be  lasted.  So 
far  from  making  money  plenty,  it  wonld  reduce  the 
circulation)  of  the  State  banks,  and  reduce  property 
to  its  value  under  the  hammer.  Tbe  ntifonnded 
allegation  that  Gen.  Harrison's  election  would 
raise  the  value  of  property,  is  already  in  part  ex- 
posed. He  is  elected,  and  yet  money  remains  the 
same;  properly  the  same.  The  more  cunning  part 
of  bis  advocates,  are  hoarding  their  means  to  buy  at 
asanrifice,  the  estates  of  tbe  dupes  who  united  with 
them  in  chmoring  for  change.  The  mild  and  gra- 
dual effeet  of  tbe  separation  of  the  Government 
from  bankinr,  tbe  gradual  retnrn  to  the  colieetion 
of  the  revenue  in  money,  aad  the  Independent 
Treasury,  were  efficacious  remedies  for  a  dedun- 
dant  circulation.  The  hope  that  any  change  of  Ad- 
ministration could  save  one  whose  obligation,  pay- 
able by  ihe  laws  and  Conslilution,  in  specie,  is  out- 
standing, for  property  broai;ht  at  prices  swollen  by 
speculations  and  a  depreciated  circulation,  from  the 
consequent  losr,  was  too  fallacious  for  an  honest 
Democratic  Administration  to  hold  out;  and  the 
I  proposal  to  cripple  all  the  Slate  banks  by  placing  a 
regulator,  wi<h  chartered  privileges,  to  compel  (hem 
to  call  in  four- hundred  millions  of  debts,  is  tbe 
most  cmel  mockery;  and  the  curses  of  a  rained 
countiy,  deep  and  loud,  too,  will  fall  upon  its  au- 
thors. The  Independent  Treat  ury,  and  a  well  ad- 
vised general  bankrupt  law,  applicable  to  all  dea'- 
ers,  was  the  true  means  of  relief.  Now,  the 
wealthy  capitalists  akme,  have  any  prospect  of  pro- 
fiting by  this  reiterated  experiment  of  a  Federal 
rule,  which  has  always  ended  in  disappointment  to 
the  people.  Not  only  is  a  United  States  Bank  un- 
necessary, but  the  idea  of  its  money  being  in  fact 
any  better  than  the  money  of  specie  paying  bsnks 
of  tbe  States,  where  its  branches  are  situated,  is 
chimerical,  except  for  the  unjoet  monopoly  rf  being 
receivable  in  payment  of  duties,  altbongh  not  re- 
deemable in  specie  where  so  piid;  a  monopoly,  the 
fruits  of  which  are  reaped  by  foreign  stockholders. 
Such  an  institution  is  evidently  unconstitutional, 
and  Ihe  existence  of  such  a  bank  is  only  a  proof 
how  pressing  emergencies  form  an  excuse  for  a  de- 
parture from  principle,  and  how  readily  good  men 
slide  into  the  foul  heresy  in  morals,  that  "Ibe  end 
justifies  the  means."  . 

The  constitutional  objection  lo  a  bank,  chartered 
by  the  United  States,  has  never  been  fairly  mel; 
and  as  human  reason  is  just  as  clear  now  as  ever  it 
was,tbeiime  has  arrived  when  ihe  people  will  again 
resort  to  first  principles,  and  test  the  point  by  sound 
and  connected  argument.  Let  us  trace  the  history 
of  this  institotion  trom  its  first  embryo.  In  1780, 
during  the  Revolntionary  war,  the  Bank  of  North 
America  was  chartered  by  the  continental  Congrev.- 
The  inducement  was,  that  the  bank  was  to  famish 
the  army  3,000,000  ration',  and  300  hhds.  rum, 
aai  receive  in  payment  bills  of  exchange  on  our 
Minister  in  Earrpe.  The  subscription  or  capital 
was  to  be  in  gold  and  silver.  Even  then  so  jealous 
were  tbe  statesmen  of  that  diiy,  that  they  required 
"every  evening  except  Sundays,  a  statement  of  the 
cash  account,  and  of  notes  issued  and  received,  to 
be  delivered  to  the  superintendent  oC  the  finances  of 
America."  Tne  exieences  of  the  country  were 
Ihe  excuse,  and  the  States  were  requested  to  carry 
into  effect  its  provisions  by  Slate  laws.  Thus,  a 
United  States  Bank  was  known  prior  to  (he  Consti- 
tution, and  was  the  subject  of  tbe  debate  in  the  con- 
veniion.  This  bank  took  a  charter  frrm  Pennsyl- 
vania afterwards.  The  question  generally  of  giving 
to  Cong  ten  power  to  grant  acts  of  iaoorpontSon, 


and  also  to  ine<  rporate  a  bank,  Mr.  Madison  says 
was  fully  con^idered,  and  the  power  refused;  aad 
now  tbe  qaesliun  arises,  has  Congress  that  poweil 
As  to  the  array  of'great  names  in  favor  of  the  posi- 
tion, it  is  enough  to  ray,  the  present  generation  are 
endowed  with  the  same  ioleljectaal' powers  as  their 
predecessors,  and  with  tbe  same  facts  before  them, 
can  arrive  at  as  wise  a  conclosion;  and  the  pressora 
of  State  necessity  being  removed,  Ihey  have  a 
belter  prospect  of  arriving  at  the  conclns'ons  of 
unbiassed  reason.  Tbe  United  States,  and  its  Coc- 
gres^,  possess  no  inherent  power  or  original  exist- 
ence, as  a  body  politic,  but  is  supposed  solely  of 
such  sovereign  powers  as  tbe  Stales  have  by  <he 
Constitution  granltd.  It  results  that  ike  emission 
tograat  is  a  piohibition  to  the  exercise  of  any  of 
the  powers  appsrtaining  to  a  GovemmenL  Tbe 
people  of  the  several  Slates,  as  independent  and 
sovereign  power.*,  po.'sessed  all  the  altribotes  of  na- 
tions, and  so  mn(lh  and  no  more  of  iboae  attriboies 
-as  are  in  terms  surrendered  to  it,  by  the  instrument 
which  created  the  United  States  Government,  ap- 
pertains to  it. 

It  is  admitted  that  the  United  States  is  a  Oo- 
vernment capable  of  sastaining  its  esiaieiie)>,  aad 
not  a  mere  league;  bat  the  limits  of  its  anthorl^ 
are  delineated  in  the  Constitnuon,  wiihont  which  it 
has  no  existence,  and  beyond  which  it  can  exercise 
no  legitimate  authority.  Let  us  then  look  into  this 
instrument  fo:  the  anihority  to  create  a  body  cor- 
porate, and  grant  to  it  the  monopoly  ot  having  its 
promises  to  pay  ineoin  received  m  every  quarter  of 
the  Union  for  the  duties  and  duea  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  the  use  of  its  revenues  to  be  loaned 
out  on  the  promissory  notes  of  individaats,  and  lo 
receive  the  interest,  for  the  equivalent  of  paying  Ihe 
deposites  where  required.  Power  was  refased 
when  asked  in  direct  terms,  and  let  us  triply  the 
celebrated  rule,  "to  ask  the  law-giver  wlMt  he 
meant,"  and  it  is  clear  that  he  did  not  intend  that 
to  be  implied  whieh  he  had  expressly  refused. 
Bnt  independent  of  ihis  refusal,  the  terms  of  the 
Constitution  cannot  be  construed  to  imply  such  a 
power.  It  has  been  inferred  from  the  power  "to 
lay  and  collect  taxes  for  the  general  weMare."  To 
incorporate  a  bank,  lays  no  tax  for  aiiy  purpose. 
Alexander  Himilion,  tbe  great  originator  of  sneh 
a  bank,  told  the  honest  truth  as  to  what  it  was  ia- 
tended  to  be:  "It  is  to  be  considered  that  stMh  a 
bank  is  not  a  mere  matter  of  private  property,  b«t 
a  political  machine  of  the  greatest  impottaaee  lo- 
the  State.**  Congress  has  no  power  to  raise 
money  to  invest  in  a  bank,  any  more  than  ia 
a  whaling  voyage,  or  any  other  money 
making  business.  The 'term  "genefal  welfare" 
is  used  to  designate  (he  object  of  raising  taxes.  If 
every  thing  that  will  bring  money  into  tbe  poWie 
purse,  is  authorized  under  the  power  to  raise 
taxes,  then  charters  to  fishing  companies,  far  com- 
panies, and  companies  for  all  purposes  of  trade 
and  manafacture,  by  requiring  a  bonos,  would 
bring  money  into  the  public  purse.  Yet  no  saeh 
charters  were  ever  applied  tor.  To  exact  a  bonns 
for  a  charier  is  not  a  tax,  but  the  price  of  a  Govern* 
ment  grant  of  a  monopoly;  and  a  monopoly  is  so 
much  tsken  from  the  mass  of  the  people,  to  be  con- 
ferred on  a  privileged  c'ass.  The  right  does  not  re- 
sult from  the  power  "lo  borrow  money."  A  bwilc 
charter  torrows  no  money.  It  is  a  fearful  stretch 
of  construction  to  imply  it  is  a  "necessary  and 
proper"  way  to  borrow  money,  to  eaU  into  exist- 
ence a  corporation  to  lend  it — not  to  lend  its  mo- 
ney, bat  io  promissory  notes.  The  power  ia  lo 
borrow  money.  Now,  by  (be  Constitution,  Con- 
gress may  "coin  money,  and  regulate  the  value 
thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin."  No  other  money  was 
then  known.  Paper  bills  of  credit,  were  netrer 
known  as  money,  but  a  substitnte  for  it.  Who 
ever  heard  of  engraving  money t  Nsilher  is  it 
"necessary  and  proper,"  or  either,  (o  create  a  ooi^ 
poration,  to  aid  in  laying  and  collecting  taxes,  or 
to  create  a  lender,  that  Congress  may  borrow.  It 
wonld  apply  as  well  to  trust  companies,  loan  (rffiees, 
and  whaling  companies.  These  might  b«  taxed,  or 
Ihey  might  lend  their  notes,  or  even  their  money; 
bnt  are  they  both  "necessary  and  proper!"  lie 
people  may  be  taxed,  and  money  may  be  borrowed' 
of  individnals.  The  States  have  the  right  to  pro- 
hibit tha^  oinnilaiion  u  money  ]^any  ttiing  bofc 
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ftM  and  silrer;  and  ^et  if  Congress  bare  the 
power  10  iocorporate  a  Bank,  they  niosi  protect  its 
tener,  pnDisb  the  forgery  of  them,  and  ihns  osorp 
adear State  right,  by  implication.    Every  impli- 
eatioD  of  a  grant  is  eonfiaed  to  »ach  as  are  direct 
aodiMth  neeesNiry  and  proper,  in-tbe  osual  and  na- 
tanl  aeeepiatioD  of  the  terms,  else  it  leads  to  an- 
limiied  power.    Eveiy  means  became  in  it<  term 
aaead,  and  thus  jostifies  the  use  of  ^eans  still 
more  remote,  until  absoinie  power  is  attained;  and 
this  is  pare  Federal  doctrine.  Thas,  theUnitcd  Stales 
■ay  borrow  money.    To  borrow  money,  it  is  ne- 
ceaaary  and  proper,  that  there  should  be  an  acen- 
jnnlation  of  capital.    To  accomalate  cipiial  we 
tttuat  have  a  bank,  with  power  to  engrave  bank 
notes.    There  can  be  no  bank  of  limited  responsi- 
bility wtiboat  a  charter,  and  pradent  men  will  not 
anite  in  a  general  <iespon«ibility ;  and  therefore, 
CoDgKSS,  having  the  power  to  borrow  moaey,  has, 
by  necessary  implication,  the  power  to  incorporate 
stockholders  with  limited  responsibility.    Thns,  the 
charter  is  the  means  of  creating  the  bank.    The 
bank  is  the  means  of  cetleciing  the  capital,  and 
nultipljring  it  thence  to  ten  fold,  and  this  is  the 
means  of  enabling  the  bank  to  lend,  and  the  United 
Stales  "to  borrow  money."     There  is  no  power 
which  the  most  nnprincipled  ambition  might  covet, 
which  eonld  not  be  attained  by  the  same  coarse  of 
reasoning.    Apply  it  to  the  powtrr  to  lay  taxes;  a 
corporation  may  be  taxed,  bnt  to  tax  we  mnst  cre- 
ate it;  therefore,  under  the  power  to  lay  taxe°.  Con- 
gress may  create  a  nuuiafacioring  company,  and 
impose  a  tax  or  bonus.  Impressment  into  the  navy, 
and  a  conscription  for  the  army,  are  legalized  in 
the  same  way.    This  is  Federalism,  now  in  ih<! 
ascendant.      Strict  consiroction  is  the  polar  star 
of  Democracy,  destined  again  to  emeige  from  its 
eelijm. 

A  corporatioit  is  a  new  creation:  it  is  a  person 
■ot  before  existing,  and  its  creaiion  is  an  act  of 
sovereign  power,  not  dalpgaied.  Had  it  been  either 
■eeeaiary  or  proper,  it  would  have  been  as  expressly 
gianled  as  it  was  positively  lefnsed.  An  idea  once 
prerailed  that  the  prohibition,  to  the  States,  to  emit 
SiUs  of  credit,  by  implication,  conferred  that  power 
on  Congress,  and  so  it  might  create  a  bank  to  emit 
paper  money.  If  so,  aU  bills  of  Stale  banks  are 
mconstiintional.  Bat,  in  the  first  place,  a  char- 
tered bank  is  not  Congress,  and  delegated  power 
caaaot  be  sub-detegated.  Bat  the  whole  error  is 
fomtded  upon  a  misapprehension  of  what  "bills  of 
endit"  are.  They  are  promises  based  on  the  cre- 
dit of  a  Biate,  and  not  notes  based  on  a  bank  capi- 
tal This  has  been  decided  and  admitted.  The  ar- 
gvmeat  ehiefiy  relied  npon,  by  the  advocates  of  a 
naiioaal  bank,  is  that  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Mar- 
riMtll,  venerable  for  his  wisdom  and  experience;  bnt 
that  gift  of  Gkid  which  is  bestowed  upon  mankind 
in  every  age— the  powAr  of  reaton — is  still  more 
Tcnerable.  An  individual  may  be  influenced  by 
motives,  or  deluded  by  the  prrssnre  of  circnm- 
sianees;  but  right  reason,  when  unclonded  bv  pre- 
judice, is  more  to  b<  relied  on  than  the  anihorily  of 
any  human  being.  Great  and  good  men  have 
maintained  some  monstrous  drcirines.  Jadge  Mar- 
shalTs  aignment  is  all  condensed  in  these  words: 
"The  QoTemment,  which  has  a  right  to  do  an  act, 
and  has  imposed  on  it  the  daty  of  performinK  that 
act,  laost,  according  to  the  dictates  of  reason,  be 
aUowed  to  telect  its  means,"  and  any  exception 
nuM  be  proved.  Tbis  doctrine  leads  to  the  inevi- 
table coitelnsion  that  Congress  is  supreme.  It  mast 
nise  an  army;  eonseriptinn  is  a  mean?;  there 
yon  mnst  show  that  it  is  prohibited.  It  can  borrow 
money;  therefore  it  can  incorporate  companirs,  and 
grant  monopolies,  within  the  States,  to  obtain  a.  bo- 
Bos.  It  at  once  breaks  down  every  barrier  of  the 
CoBstitation,  and  makes  the  United  Slates  a  conso- 
lidated nation;  for  of  course  the  Slates  cannot  gain- 
say what  the  TToited  S  ates  select  as  a  mean<!.  Had 
sadi  a  doctrine  been  uttered  by  the  dyicg  breath 
of  Washington,  it  would  be  our  duty  to  challenge 
it,  as  treason,  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  Slates. 

Tonr  committee  conclude  that  the  ancompro- 
miaii^  hostility  of  the  Democratic  Administration 
to  a  National  Bank  det erves  our  most  cordial  ap- 
probatiMi;  and  that  the  adoption  of  that  measnie, 
as  a  leading  and  fundamental  principle  of  the  new 
^tdministratioDi  atan^  ii  indelibly,  aa  in  it«  rery 


esrence,  the  legitimate  exponent  of  F.!deraliii>, 
and  calculated  to  inflict  upon  the  eountry  lasting 
misery  and  ruin. 

Your  committee  consider  the  Independent  Trea- 
sury as  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  C^nstitu- 
lion,  and  well  calcniated  to  place  the  commerce, 
manaractare!',  and  agriculture  of  the  coantry  npon 
a  permanent  and  prosperoas  basis.  By  withdraw- 
ing from  all  connection  wi'h  trade,  it  leaves  the 
banking  intere«is  to  be  regulated  by  the  Slates. 
By  collecting  ih^  revenoe  in  tbe  coin  of  the  coan- 
try, ii  neither  opposes  or  foster^  these  institutions, 
hot  leaves  them  to  be  estimated  by  those  who  deal 
with  them.  If  their  notes  are  equal  to  specie, 
those  who  possess  them  have  no  diffiealty  in  con- 
vetting  them  into  money  when  required  for  duties. 
If  they  are  not  so  convertible,  then  they  are  not 
equal  to  money,  and  tbe  United  States  ought  not  to 
receive  doabtful  paper  in  payment  of  debts  doe  to 
the  public.  There  would  have  been  n»  outcry 
against  the  collection  of  the  revenue  in  money,  but 
from  the  conssiou^nras  that  the  bills  of  specie 
paying  banki  are  not  &s  good  as  specie.  A  specie 
paying  bank  to-day,  may  be  a  suspended  bank  to- 
morrow. Beturns  and  exhibits  have  proved  no 
escnrity.  A  bank  which  is  guilty  of  a  frxudalent 
issue  of  paper,  beyond  its  ability  to  redeem  it,  will 
hestiaie  little  to  cover  that  frand  by  false  state- 
ments. When  we  see  the  largest  bank  in  the  Union, 
and  once  graced  with  a  United  States  charter,  cir- 
culating the  bills  of  an  extinct  institution,  based  on 
no  capital,  what  coniidence  can  be  placed  in  the 
mere  integrity  of  binks,  or  the  fidelity  cf  their 
statements'!  It  then  results,  that  cither  in  the 
United  Stales  must  guaranty  the  continaanee  of  tbe 
solvency  of  the  bank.*,  or  ih?  persons  who  pay  the  du- 
ties must  ascertain  it  by  tbe  actual  exchange  of  the 
bills  for  money;  a  proceeding  which  can  cause  no 
difficulty,  except  where  the  banks  are  teally  notde- 
serving  of  credit. 

The  right  to  lend  money  collec'e  J  as  doties  or 
taxes,  and  thns  concert  it  into  notes  under  any 
guarantee,  is  in  conflict  with  the  let!«r  and  spirit  of 
the  Constitution. 

Tbe  next  general  feature  of  the  administration  of 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  deserving  the  cordial 
approbation  of  every  slaveholding  State,  was  the 
determined  polioy  early  avowed,  to  withhold  his 
sanction  to  any  measure  impairing  the  reserved 
rights  of  tbe  South,  in  relation  to  her  slave  popula- 
tion. While  we  feci  an  abiding  confidence  in  the 
readiness  and  ability  of  our  State  to  protect  its 
rights  by  those  means  which  Oed  and  Nature  have 
accorded  to  us,  and  never  doabted  ttA  noble  spirit 
and  elevated  patriotism  of  our  citizens,  to  meet  any 
emergency,  and  repel  any  aggression,  and  are  re- 
solved not  to  discass  rights  which  we  permit  no 
one  to  question,  we  must  cordially  approve  that 
faithful  and  just  adherence  to  the  Constitution, 
Which  will  lave  our  citizens  of  other  Slates  from 
■endangering  ihe  Union  by  their  folly  and  fanati- 
cism, and  involving  them^lves  in  a  conflict  that 
will  not  be  abandoned  as  long  as  Cartl.na  has  one 
faithful  citizen  left  to  die  in  defence  of  her  integrity 
as  a  State,  her  interest,  or  her  honor. 

Yrnr  committee  unite  with  the  Executive  in 
amazement  at  that  delusion  which ,  coaid  induce 
any  Southern  S  ate  to  abandon  an  Administration 
which  adhered  inost  fsi  hfully  to  the  doctrines 
which  they  have  struggled  to  maintaiu  since  1800, 
and  hszard  theii  rnieresi  by  coaleicin;;  with  a  party 
to  which  is  allied  the  Federalists  and  Abolitionists; 
the  advocates  of  a  National  Bank,  and  the  perse- 
vering solicitors  of  a  tariff  of  pro'.eciioB;  and  while 
we  rejoice  to  find  onrtelves  associated  on  the  one 
side  wiih  Virginia,  the  very  nnrjery  of  Democracy 
and  State  rights,  and  on  the  other,  by  our  own  ofl'- 
spring,  the  enlightened  people  of  Alabama,  we  f«el 
no  nnkindaess  towards  our  immediate  neighbors, 
and  sre  confident,  relying  on  their  general  good 
sense  and  right  feelings,  that  the  moment  the  de- 
velopment of  the  true  character  of  lbs  combined 
and  aHied  opponents  of  Democracy  is  exposed,  tbey 
will  promptly  and  cheerfully  unite  once  more  wi'h 
us  in  sustaining  a  common  cause,  with  a  sincerity 
and  z-al  worthy  of  their  elevated  character,  and 
their  devotion  to  ihe  rights  and  interests  of  the 
South.  And  yonr  committee  conoar  with  his  Bx- 
ceHencjr  in  the  belief  that  the  jwfie  of  every  see- 


tionol'the  Union,  firm  in  their  princplf?,  and  re- 
.solved  in  their  purpo<:es,  wi;i  once  mere  rally  in 
the  great  cause  of  Democracy,  and  rems'ale  in  of- 
fice its  original  and  unwavering  disciples. 

That  the  late  election  for  President  of  the  United 
States  was  corrupt  and  indecent — wholly  unwor- 
thy of  a  sober  and  discreet  pnblic,  and  calculated  to 
degrade  our  conntry^n  the  eyes  of  the  worid,  obser- 
vation and  rumor,  too  well  founded,  it  is  believed, 
induces  us  to  lament.  The  resort  to  silly  pasean- 
trtes,  ridicnioos  emb'ems,  %nd  vulgiHr  dissipation, 
was  an  insult  upon  the  dignity  of  freemen,  and 
could  only  proceed  from  an  utter  contempt  of  their 
in!elligesce,  and  a  readinef-s  to  degrade  them  to  the 
level  of  the  wrvile  popaUcc  of  transatlantic  mo- 
nai^chirs.  Thjl  funds  to  a  vast  amount  were  it- 
vished,  was  palpable;  and  when  it  is  recollected 
that  the  prize  lo  be  gained  by  opposition,  wa*  the 
ogntrol  of  the  revenues  of  the  Union,  the  resiisciia- 
lion  of  an  expiring  moneyed  isstitution,  "wboie 
stock  is  so  largely  owned  abroad,  and,  above  all, 
the  delo.^ive  hope  that  there  was  a  magic  in  change 
that  would  relieve  men  from  tht  losses  of  improvi- 
dence or  thisronnne,  there  \s  sreat  reason  to  eoa- 
elud*  that  the  elective  franchise  was  pollated  by 
most  exieiu^ive  bribery  and  eorrnption. 

"fhere  was  a  feature  too,  in  the  Ute  election,  stilt 
more  odion;.  Men  high  in  station,  and  surrounded 
by  the  respect  of  the  public,  {roing  about  the  conn  ■ 
Irv,  inflamjng  the  passions,  alarming  the  fears,  and 
misleading  the  jadgmenl  of  the  people,  wat  a  speo. 
tacle  degrading  to  the  whole  coantry,  degrading  to 
us  as  a  moral  and  high  minded  people,  lud  ctn  only 
be  ascribed  to  that  peculiarity  in  the  hamtn  cha- 
racter, which  leads  men,  banded  together  for  a 
common  purpose,  to  do  what,  as  individnal!:,  they 
would  revolt  at  and  repudiate.  When  men  of  cha- 
racter would  assert,  in  the  face  of  day,  that  the  distri* 
bution  of  the  public  treasure,  raised  by  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  people  and  paid  away  by  appropria- 
tions made  bylaw,  was  u&urping  "the  power  of  the 
parse,"  which  every  one  bnoirs  i-  the  power  to 
nise  money  without  tie  consent  of  the  people;  and, 
still  more  absurd,  that  they  Fbould  represent  miliia 
men,  called  out  to  dii'1,  ten  days  in  the  year,  as  a 
standing  army,  we  are  amazed  at  tbe  self-compla- 
cency that  did  not  blush  at  the  deception.  No;  the 
nnpirdonable  sin  of  the  present  Administration 
was,  its  repudiating  a  chartered  monopoly,  to  re- 
ceive and  loan  the  public  treasure,  and  retaining  it 
in  the  Treasiuy  of  the  United  States — its  gradual 
return  to  a  »oaad  consiitational  currency — and  its 
resoluli''n,  not  to  entansle  Oovernment  with  any 
mfTiey  dealers  or  stock-jobbers — but  to  leave  to  the 
Stales  to  regulate  their  banking  institutions  as  tbey 
deem  best;  and  upon  tbe  wi~-dom  and  policy  of  this 
great  measure.  South  Carolina  concur;  with  it,  and 
is  ready  to  renew  Ihe  expression  of  its  sanction  and 
approval. 

Tht!  State  has  only  to  repeat  her  objections  to  a 
tariff  for  a  protection,  and  when  the  tarilT  compro- 
mie  ends,  she  expects  a  fair  ai'justment  of  a  new 
tariS*  for  revenue,  in  name  and  in  fact.  Tbe  re- 
sult of  the  tleciion  of  President  has  not  shaken  the 
fai'h  of  South  Carolina,  in  her  long  cherished  prin- 
ciples, and  your  committee  recommend  tbe  adop- 
tion of  these  resolutions: 

1.  Kesoltti,  Thar,  in  the  opinion  of  thif  Legisla- 
ture, a  bank,  chartered  by  the  United  States,  and 
whose  notes  are  made  receivable  in  payment  of  the 
pablic  due',  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  intent  of 
the  Conslitotion;  is  not  warranted  by  any  express 
grant  of  power  to  Congress;  and  is  unnecessary 
and  impoiitio- 

2.  Raolvtd,  That  tbe  collection  of  the  revenue 
of  the  United  Stales  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  is 
strictly  fionstitalinnal,  and  well  calculated  to  pre- 
s«rve  1^  sound  circalating  medium-,  and  the  keeping 
the  pablic  fnnds  in  the  Treasury  of  the  Uni'f  d 
Slates,  instead  of  entrusting  them  lo  the  custody 
of  any  incorporated  company,  it  Jn  conformity  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Conslilntion,  and  is  politic 
and  safe. 

3.  Rttolved,  That  Ihe  power  given  lo  Congress, 
to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  and  imposts,  does 
not  authoriz?  Congress  lo  collect  money,  except  for 
revenue,  and  that  a  larifi'  to  protect  the  industry 
r  f  one  portion  of  the  commnniiy,  at  the  expense 
of  another,  is  a  violation  of  tbe  spirit  and  let« 
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(er  of  the  C  -natimtion  ot  the  Dniied  Staleii  and 
when  *ocb  a  case  occurs,  ibe  several  Stales 
will  dtcide  for  themselTca'the  mode  and  measure  of 
fcdicas.  .    .  , 

4.  St$0lted,  That  the  general  pnneipUs  and  po- 
licy of  the  a'tmiaisiralion  of  Msriin  Van  Bnrep, 
are  approved  by  this  Legislature,  and  am  well 
ealenlaied  to  preserve  ihe  perpeinity  of  the  Union; 
by  an  equal  and  just  protection  of  the  rights 
of  every  section;  thus  avoiding  the  ncces»i'y  of 
any  State  repotting  to  her  own  means  of  seil°-de' 
feoee,  to  secare  unimpaired  her  institutions  and  her 
lighls. 

5.  Beuhid,  That  this  State  ba9  teev,  with  great 
ntisfaction,  the  steady  and  coniiitent  adbeienee 
of  Iter  Seeator,  John  C.  Calhonn,  to  the  well 
known,  avowed,  and  matara  prineiples  of  the 
Stale,  and  they  accord  to  him  ihrir  deliberate  and 
atiOBg  appDval,  for  vindicating  and  upholding  the 
aetiled  and  w.-ll  known  doctriKCs  of  ibe  State  from 
vbieb  be  hold*  bis  high  commission. 

6  Suehtd,  That  the  people  of  this  State  have 
cance  to  eon«catn!aie  ihemselveji,  that  the  party 
foods  which  lately  weakened  the  vigor  of  ir.s  eoun- 
aals,  have  happily  ceased,  and  that  South  Carelina 
BOW  presents  to  the  enemies  of  her  poUey  aiid  peace, 
an  undivided  front;  and  is  prepared,  as  she  is  re- 
solved, 10  repel,  by  all  proper  means,  every  acgres-' 
sion  upon  her  rights  as  a  sovereign  repnblie,  the 
instant  that  aggression  is  attempted. 

7.  Muohed,  That  ibe  Oovemor  be  requested 
10  transmit  copies  of  ibe  foregoing  Report  and 
Rfsolniions,  to  rur  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Congress,  with  infttoetions  to  anbrnit  ibem  to 
Uiat  body. 

Btwhti,  That  the  House  do  agree  to  the  report. 
Ordered,  that  it  be  s«ni  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence. 

By  order:  T.  W.  GLOWER,  C.  H.  R. 

In  Tna  Scnate,  December  18, 1^40. 

RtMlttd,  Tbat  the  Sena'e  do  agrre  to  the  report. 
Oriertd,  that  it  be  rttorned  the  Htnse  of  Beprcscn- 
tives. 

By  order:  WM.  E.  MARTIN,  C.  S. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  PRESTON,  ihe  reioluiions 
were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  prefenttd  the  mrmorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Orleans,  praying 
the  passage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  white  he  took  plessnre  in  pre- 
seating  this  memorial,  his  own  opinions  en  the 
subject  were  umbangeJ  He  believed  tbat,tbe 
paa<<age  of  a  voluntary  bankrupt  law  by  the  Fede- 
ral Qovernment,  would  be  aacotis'iiuticnal;  and 
the  passage  of  a  law  wi>h  ibe  involuntary  princi- 
ple, impohtic  nnd  iaexpedieat  at  ihe  present  lime. 

The  memorial  was  Uid  on  the  latle,  and  ordered 
to  be  prin'rd 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  the  mrmo.rial 
of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  in  f^vor  of  a  law 
for  compen^a'ion  for  French  rpolialions  prior  to 
1800;  which  was  referred  to  ibc  Committee  on  Fo- 
reign Relations. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  presented  a  preamble 
aitd'  resolutions  of  the  L-gislatnie  of  Kentucky. 
The  resolutions  were  as  follow;: 

1.  Be  it  raolttd,  That  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Kentucky  drera  a  Bank  of  the  Uoiled 
Slates,  so  consiiinted  and  organ  zfd  as  to  secaro  to 
thenaiion  the  maiatenaace  of  around,  wbolecome, 
andccnveaifni  cjrrrncy,  indifp-nsable  lo  ihe  pros- 
perity of  the  coun'n ;  ?nd  that  the  nation  cannot 
dispense  wiih  ruch  a  Bank,  without  a  certain  pios- 
pect  of  private  and  public  di''ire>s. 

3.  Be  i'ftt'lhtr  reuhed.  That  <he  public  laoddof 
Ihe  United  Stales  are  not,  of  right,  the  prcp-rty  of 
the  pariicular  Slates  ia  which  they  Ii»,  nor  that  of 
the  people  of  such  States;  and  therefore  ibe  Con- 
gress of  the  Uniied  Siates  ought  not  It  cede  such 
lands  to  such  S'ates,  or  any  of  them,  or  lo  ap- 

Srop  ia'e  such  lands  Cor  any  purpose  whatever, 
nt  in  behtif  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  all 
tiie  Stateo. 

3.  Bttohed,  farther,  Tfaa',  in  the  opinion  of  this 
General  Astembly,  public  policy  rrquires,  and  the 
iatereals  of  the  people  will  be  greatly  promoted,  by 
a  Jtut  and  equitable  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sates  of  ibe  pnblie  lands  to  the  States  respec- 
mnj,  aeeordiog  to  Federal  populnUon. 


4.  tUtohed,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolu-    ' 
tions  be  forwarded  by  the  Governor  to  each  of  oar  ' 
Senalrrs  and  Rpreseotitives  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Slates,  with  a  request  ihat  Ihey  will  lay 
the  same  before  each  branch  of  the  Naii^al  Le- 
gislature. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  these  retolutions  were  passed  in 
one  House  by  a  nnanimona  vote,  and  in  the  other 
with  bat  four  di.<sentieni8,  and  expressed,  be  be- 
lieved, the  sentiments  of  nine-tenths  of  the  people 
of  ibe  State. 

On  Mr.  Cs  motion,  ihe  resstmions  were  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CL.AY  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  remonstrating  azainst  the 
passage  of  any  bankrupt  law  that  acted  retrospec- 
tively, (which,  in  Mr.  C's  opinion,  was  the  ptioei- 
pal  merit  of  a  bankrapl  law;)  which  was  laid  on 
ibe  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  of 
Lewis  Brown  and  other  merchanis  of  Piiiladelpbia, 
praying  the  reimbnrsement  of  a  portion  ef  the  dn- 
li«a  paid  by  them  on  certain  articles  of  hosier) ; 
whifh  wss  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Finatsce. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  the  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  ciiizciu  of  Nantucket,  for  indemnity  for 
French  spoliations  piior  to  1800;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  the  memorint  of  Benja- 
min Brain,  praying  compensation  for  Revola'iona- 
XI  services;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
oa  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Baltimore,  praaying  the  passage  of  an  ttp- 
propri^tion  for  the  erection  of  a  fort  on  Sollet^ 
Point  Flab;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

On  molioo  «f  Mr.  WRIGHT,  Ihe  petition  and 
papers  of  Will  am  Whitehead,  now  on  file,  were 
referrei  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  mer- 
chants and  others  remonstrating  against  the  passage 
of  any  bankrupt  law  at  the  present  session;  which 
wac  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  New  York,  a^kiog,  if  Congrees  deem  it 
expedient  to  pass  a  bankrupt  law,  tbat  banks  and 
trading  corporations  may  be  included  in  iis  provi- 
sion!:; which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  mechanics 
and  laborers  of  New  York,  asking,  if  Congress  pass 
a  bankrupt  law,  thai  Isborers  and  mechanics  may 
be  entitled  ic  the  benefit  of  its  provisions;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
■^Mr.  W.  also  preseired  the  OMmorial  of  the 
Temperance  Si^cicty  of  New  York,  prajingibat 
the  spirit  portion  of  the  navy  ration  miy  be  abo- 
lished; which  was  referred,  to  Ibe  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  Absalom 
Link,  praying  confirmaiiun  of  bis  title  to  a  tiact  of 
land. 

Mr.  NORVBLL  pres!>Dted  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  the  Stale  of  Michigan,  praying  the  passage 
of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BEiVTON  presented  a  tetter  from  the  Se- 
crdary  of  War,  enclosing  a  commuaicaiion  from 
the  Chief  EngiDfcr,on  the  creation  t'f  a  company 
of  sappers  and  miners;  which  « at  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Miliiary  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  B  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which, 
with  accompanying  papsr-!,  was  referred  lo  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs: 

Reiolved,  That  the  Commiiiee  on  Miliiary  Af- 
fairs be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
taking  measnros  to  seiile  and  quiet  the  tide  of 
claimants  to  the  Pea  Patch  island  in  the  Delaware 
riv«r. 

Mr.  WALL  presented  ihe  memorial  of  the  Ma- 
rine Irsniance  Company  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
remonstrating  against  a  repeal  of  the  pilot  law  of 
1837;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Ohio,  praying  the  passage  of  a  general  bank- 
rupt law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  KINO  presented  joint  rcfoluiions  of  ibe  Le- 
glslature  of  Alabama,  praying  the  removal  of  the 


land  office  at  Mardisville  to  a  convenient  location 
in  the  Cherokee  purchase;  which,  as  the  subject 
has  been  passed  npon  by  thia  body,  was  laid  upon 
the  ttble. 

Mr.  K.  also  presented  resolutions  of  ibe  same 
body,  asking  the  passage  of  a  law  to  aatborizs  the  ' 
adjustment  of  the  claims  of  Alabama  for  money 
actually  advanced  by  that  State  to  aid  in  the  prose- 
cation  of  the  Creek  war,  which,  as  a  bill  bad  been 
already  reported,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  the  ownen 
and  ctew  rf  the  schooner  Twin;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  readinr. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KING,  the  bill  auilyr'Tiag 
the  settlement  and  payment  of  certain  dainn  of 
the  State  of  Alabama  was  taken  np  apd  oonsiderrd 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  anil  after  explana- 
tion by  Mr.  K.  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

PBRHANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PBE-EMPTION  LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pnblie 
lands  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same,  and 
raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  was  taken  np,  and  having 
been  r<ad  ihrongh,  the  question  being  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  CaiTTXNSEN  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  in- 
structions to  leport  a  bill  for  the  disttibadon  of  Ibe 
proceeds  of  Ibe  {ales  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
Slates, 

Mr.  ALLEN  addressed  the  Senate  at  much 
length  ia  favor  of  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  MANGUM  then  obtained  Ibe  Hoor,  bat 
yielded  it  lo 

Mr.  WALL,  upon  whose  motion  Ihe  Senate  went 
inio  Exeentive  session, 

And  afterwards  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monday,  January  25,  1841. 

After  the  jonrnal  bad  been  read, 

Mr.  CU3HING  presented  a  memorial  from 
C.T.  James,  of  Newburyport,Massadiasetts,apon 
the  snbject  of  steamboat  explosions:  which  was  refer- 
red lo  the  Committee  ot  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  J.  W.  J0NE3  then  moved  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
proceed  to  the  special  order. 

Mr.  BLACK  inquired  when  Ibe  appeal  which 
be  had  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  in  re- 
ference to  an  Abolition  petition,  would  be  in  ordeil 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  would  be  in  order  on 
the  first  petition  day,  unless  some  special  order 
should  in'erfere. 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  House  the 
following  communication:',  viz: 

1.  From  the  President  of  the  United  State?, 
Iransmitting  a  report,  «i>h  accompanying  papers, 
from  the  Se::retary  of  Siata,  ia  answer  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Hsuse  of  the  16ih  of  December, 
calling  for  copies  of  all  documents  showing  the 
rrigin  of  any  political  relations  between  Ibe  Uniied 
Slates  and  the  empire  of  China:  referred  lo  the 
Commit'ee  on  Foreign  Affaira,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

S.  From  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting,  iu 
obedience  lo  ihe  act  of  April  31,  1808,  and  March 
3,  1809,  siatemen's  of  alt  contracts  which  were 
made  by  that  Department  during  the  year  1840: 
referred  to  lite  Committee  on  Naval  A^ffaita,  and 
ordered  to  be  prinied. 

3  From  the  Postmaster  General,  in  compliance 
wiib  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  2d  July,1836,  tram- 
mitiing,  1.  A  siaiemeni  of  all  snch  land  and  water 
mails  as  have  been  et>tablli>hed  or  ordered  within  the 
year  pteceding  the  1st  of  July,  1840,  other,  ihaa 
those  lei  to  contract  under  the  adveriisment  of  the 
year;  3.  A  report  of  all  eontrac'j  made  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mail  within  the  year  af(»esaid; 
3.  A  report  of  additional  allowances  made  lu  mail 
coniraciors  wiihin  said  year,  and  4.  A  report  of 
all  cariailmenls  of  mail  service  and  pay  ordered 
within  the  same  time:  referred  to  the  Commitlee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

4.  From  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  eorapliance 
with  the  act  of  May  1,  1820,  transmilting  a  State- 
ment of  the  second  Comptroller,  of  the  appropriax 
tiou  and^expendiiares  for  1840,  and  balanees  rc" 
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nciiiioK  in  the  Traaaaty  on  ibe  31st  of  December 
of  tbai  yean  laid  upon  th«  lablr,  and  ordered  lobe 
prinwd.   ' 

6.  A  leWer  from  the  Seoieiary  of  the  Navy, 
traosmitiiog  a  ataiement  of  the  contracts  made  by 
tiM  Commiasionera  of  the  Navy  daring  the  year 
1840:  laid  npoD  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

6.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ,  trans- 
mittiof ,  in  compliance  with  the  resoioiioQ  of  the 
Howe  of  the  Idih  inst.  a  report  of  ibe  Commis' 
siooer  of  the  General  Land  Office,  accompanied  by 
a  statement  exhibitiog  the  amount  paid  into  ihe 
Treapary  annaally  on  account  of  pnblic  lands, 
froaf  the  opening  of  the  land  ofli»8  to'  the  end  of 
the  ibiid  quarter  of  the  year  1840,  at  e>rh  land 
offiee;  the  aggregate  received  at  each  office,  and  the 
afgKgaie  at  all  the  offices,  and  by  the  Treasurer  of 
Ihe  United  Suies,  for  ihe  vhole  period;  also,  a 
siateaent  of  acres  of  pablic  land  entered  by  pre- 
emptioB,  at  each  of  the  land  offices,  from  the  first 
of  J«ly,  1830,  to  Ihe  date  of  the  latest  returns  for 
the  year  1840,  dtserimina'iDg  between  those  tinder 
acta  of,  1838  and  1840,  and  (hose  nnder  prior  acts: 
laid  asoa  the  table,  and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

7.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitUog  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Gcaeral  Land  Office,  in  compliaore  with  a  refolu- 
iioa  of  the  House  of  the  9th  insian',  in  relation  to 
the  diaaonttnaanee  of  certain  land  districts  under 
the  act  of  12th  Jnne,  1840:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pablic  Lands. 

8  From  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmittiDg  a 
ttatemeiit  of  the  names  of  the  clerks  employed  in 
tb«  DepanneBt  cf  War  in  the  yen  1840,  the  lime 
each  clerk  was  employed,  and  ibe  sum  paid  loeaeb: 
laid  Bpon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

9.  From  the  President  of  ibe  United  States,  as 
fvUowai 

I  iransmit  herewith  to  the  Hoote  of  Rep«.«eiiia- 
tifctof  the  United  States  a  report  from  the  Director 
of  the  Mint,  exhibiting  the  operations  of  that  if 
siitntion  daring  the  year  1640,  and  I  hare  to  invite 
Ibe  special  attention  of  Congress  to  that  part  of 
the  Direciof's  report  in  relation  to  the  over-valna- 
lien  given  to  the  gold  in  fnreicg  coins  by  the  act  of 
Congrers  of  Jnne  28,  1834,  regulatie|lhe  value  of 
of  certain  foreign  gold  coin  within  the  Uni'ed  States. 

Applications  have  been  frec,aently  made  at  the 
Mint,  for  copies  of  medals  voted  at  different  times 
by  Congress  to  the  officers  who  distiogui^hed  them- 
selves ia  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  in  the  last 
war,  the  dies  for  which  are  deposited  in  the  Mini; 
aod  it  is  submitted  to  Congress  wheihir  aathoriiy 
thall  be  given  to  the  Mint  to  strike  off  copies  of 
those  medals  in 'bronze  or  other  metal,  to  supply 
tfiose  persons  making  applications  fur  ihem  at  a 
cost  not  to  exceed  the  actual  erpense  of  striking 
them  off. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

WiSBUfcrroM,  3-3d  Jan.  1841. 

On  mation  of  Mr.  BRIGQS,  that  part  cf  the 
message  which  relates  to  the  Mint  was  leferred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean; ;  and  that 
which  relates  to  medals,  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Library. 

^     SENATE  BILLS. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  and  appropiiately  referred, 
viz: 

An  act  to  extend  the  charier  of  the  Bank  of  Al- 
exandria, in  ibeciiy  of  Alexandria; 

An  act  fur  the  relief  of  Avtry,  tialtmar&b,  and 
Compan: ; 

An  act  authorizing  the  Presideal  of  the  Uoiied 
Slates  to  cause  certain  surveys  of  the  lakes  and 
lake  coasts  to  be  made; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Francis 
Newman; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Sarpey,  or  his 
legal  repreaeotalivas; 

An  act  respecting  the  heirs  of  Agnes  Dnndas; 

Aa  aet  10  relinquish  lo  the  State  of  Mississippi 
the  two  per  cent,  fund  accruing  by  the  act  f»r  the 
adnisnoa  of  said  State  into  the  Union; 

An  act  to  make  certain  appropriations  for  the 
Pataot  Offiee; 

Aa  ««t  to  abolish  ihe  port  of  delivery  and  the  of- 


fiee of  the  surveyor  cf  the  customs  at  Curritock  In- 
1  t,  in  Nrrth  Ca  olina; 

An  act  regulating  commercial  intercourse  with 
the  port  of  Cayenae,  in  the  colony  in  French  Qaia- 
na,  and  to  remit  certain  dutle>; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry to  refund  the  duties  collected  on  the  Frc  nch  ship 
Alexandre; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Ssereiary  cf  the  Treasa- 
rr  to  make  an  arrangemeut  ur  compromise  with 
any  of  the  sureties  oa  bonds  given  to  the  Uoiied 
Siatfs  by  Samuel  Swartwou',  late  collector  of  the 
customs  for  the  port  of  New  York; 

An  act  for  ibe  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Samnel 
Mackay; 

An  act  relating  t-i  the  jadicial  courts  in  the  dis- 
trict of  New  Hampshire. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  House  bill 
making  provi^i'1n  for  the  lunaliC!  confloed  in  the 
jails  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  wa4  concurred  ia 
by  the  Home.  The  amendment  is  as  follows: 
"Provided  faid  expense)  shall  not  exceeri,  in  the 
whole,  $3,000  per  annum." 

Mr.  MARVIN  cb'.aioed  leave  to  present  sundry 
petitions,  (praying  for  a  bankrupt  law,)  in  behall 
of  hij  colleague,  (Mr  CLAKa,)wbo  was  confined  to 
bis  room  by  indif^podt'on.  

The  resoMtion  offered  by  Mr.  EVERETT  on 
Piiday  coming  up  for  consideration,  Mr.  E.said  he 
would  not  press  it,  as  it  could  now  answer  no  use- 
ful purpofe. 

Mr.  POPE  asked  leave  to  lay  upon  the  table  cer- 
tain resoluiicns  oCthe  Legislature  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  CARR  »aid  he  had  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Indiana  on  the  subject  of  amending 
the  Constitution  of  tbe  United  State.<:,  so  as  to  re- 
strict the  ( ligibility  uf  Ihe  President  of  the  United 
Slates  to  a  single  term. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  of  Alabama  moved  that  the 
,  rules  be  suspended  one  hoar,  for  Ihe  purpofe  of  pre- 
senting petitions  aod  memorials  which  wonld  not 
give  rise  lo  debate. 

Mr.  J.  W.  JONES  again  moved  thai  the  House 
go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole;  when 

Mr.  BANKS  asked  Mr.  Jonss  lo  gire  way  to 
enable  him  to  Enbmit  a  resolution;  which,  he  said, 
would  not  occupy  one  moment.    But 

Mr.  JONES  persis'ing  in  his  motion, 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  Ihe 
affirmative. 

So  the  HouFe  resolved  itself  mio  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of 
TREASURY  NOTES. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  being  tniitlfd  to  the  floor,  an- 
nouDced  that  he  should,  in  the  conrse  of  the  re- 
marks he  iniendrd  to  m&ke,  tzkt  the  liberty  of  an- 
swering various  charges  which  gentlemen  of  the 
Opposiiidn  had  iLongbt  prefer  to  make  against  the 
Adminisiraiion.  Wbcher  tfa^se  charges  hid  been 
made  in  order  or  noi,  he  would  not  then  ondertake 
to  decide;  but  af  ihey  bad  been  made,  wheUier  in 
order  or  not,  he  considered  it  his  right,  nay,  his 
imperative  duty,  to  reply. 

Mr.  D.  then  proceedeid  lo  say  that  the  whole  his- 
tory of  nations  and  Qovemments  satisfied  bin  that 
never,  aince  tbe  eslablishment  of  civil  insli- 
tation.«,  had  there  existed  a  Ojvernment  witboot 
two  partie.*,  one  desirous  for  it  to  possess  more 
power,  ai}d.the  other  less.  He  then  explained  tbe 
nature  of  Monarchical,  Aristocratical,  and  Repub- 
lican forms  of  Qoveromeni,  the  Utter  of  which 
was  the  form  under  which  we  lived,  and  by  which 
the  people  bad  tbe  right  to  make,  adjudicate  aod 
execute  their  law.-,  either  by  themselves  or  by  their 
Rcpreseotaiive?. 

In  this  Republican  form  of  Government  "the  peo- 
ple had  a  privilege,  which  was  recognised  by  the 
Cjastiiutloi),  and  which  could  not  be  wrested  fr<^m 
them.  That  privilege  was  \{>c  right  of  instru^linx 
their  Representative*  to  carry  out  their  will.  There- 
fore he  contended  when  any  Representative  was 
elected,  er  officer  of  whatever  character  or  descrip. 
lion,  if  be  was  elected  upon  any  question,  or  test, 
or  measure,  or  principle,  such  officer  or  Rep  esent- 
aiive  wai  buucd  to  carry  out  such  questloa  or  mea- 
sure on  which  be  had  been  elected.  Such  was  the 
boanden  and  sacred  duty  to  the  people  who  elected 
him.  He  was  bound,  by  every  principl*  «f  govern- 


ment and  constitulionai  law,  to  support  that  mea- 
sure for  which  he  hid  bern  etecied.  And  when- 
ever any  officer,  whrlhrr  the  P.esidentor  the  ham- 
b>8t  individual,  had  been  thus  elected,  and  failed  to 
perform  this  duly,  it  was  a  gross  hi  each  of  faith  to 
the  people. 

After  some  further  remarks  on  this  head,  Mr.  D. 
said  his  object  was  to  lead  to  the  inqiiry  whether, 
at  ihe  recent  election,  any  »peaM  iabtrucion  had 
been  given  by  the  people  through  the  ballot  boxra, 
whether  in  relation  to  this  pr  the  coming  Adminis- 
tration. 

Mr.  D.  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  report  of  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  tsiimates  fur- 
nished by  that  officer  ier  the  present  fear. 

Afur  reading  the  numerous  items,  Mr.  D.  said 
it  would  appear  from  the  report  of  ihe  Secretary 
that  the  estimated  balance  in  the  Treasury  at  the 
end  of  the  present  year,  after  making  every  pay- 
ment, would  be  (834,373. 

Bui  the  qaestion  hid  been  asked,  that  as  there 
v(a<  to  be  this  balance  in  the  Tr(a»nry  at  the  elose 
of  ihe  year,  what  oeces'ity  wai>  there  for  tbe  issue 
of  lhe»e  Treasury  notes')  Bis  answer  was,  that  a 
porion  of  the  lece'pt?  referred  to  .by  the  Secretary 
of  iheTrea:iury  would  not  probably  be  paid  in, 
s  loh,  for  instance,  as  the  item  for  this  Bank  of 
Naichfz.  But  there  was  another  reason;  and  that 
was  the  great  inequality  of  receipts,  and  Ibe  in- 
equaiiiy  of  th*  expenditures  in  ih*  course  of  the 
year.  Ii  had  been  already  i.howo,  that,  dating  the 
present  quarter,  a  great  amount  became  due  before 
the  funds  for  mveiing  the  demands  had  been  paid 
in.  It  therefore  becaire  nece.s8ary  that  a  tempora- 
ry provision  Fhould  be  maHe  to  enable  the  Tnaan- 
ry  to  anticipate  for  a  thott  period  ivs  receipts.  Bat 
let  geallemen  wait  until  the  end  of  the  y<ar,  when 
the  receipts  and  expendi'ures  rbould  be  put  toge- 
ther, and  ihey  would  then  see  how  much  reason 
they  had  for  their  objections. 

It  m%ht  also  be  asked  why  such  an  amoani  of 
Treasury  notes  had  been  a&ked  for  in  the  bill. 
His  answer  was,  that  considering  the  great  revul- 
sions of  trade,  and  tbe  flactuation  ot  money  mat- 
ters, it  was  better  to  provide  a  sufficiency  at 
once. 

The  S'creiary  of  the  Treasury  informed  them, 
thit  during  the  last  year,the  Treasury  had  met  every 
demand  wbiab  had  been  made  upon  i>.  Now  some 
gentleman  ot  the  Opposition  had  thought  proper 
ti  deny  this,  anl  lo  ass«rl  that  the  Ooveinmeot 
had  been  going  on  tiril;.  He .  cou'd,  however, 
boldly  assert  ihatsuch  had  not  been  tbe  ca<e,  and 
he  fell  assured  that  be  conid  prore  v/bat  be  said  lo 
the  satisfaction  of  tbe  House. 
.  Mr.  D.  then  alluded  to  Ihe  charges  made  by  Mr. 
B4R!iiBD  on  this  fubjeO,  and  vho  had  alleged 
that  the  wcrk  on  the' public  buildings  in  this  city 
had  been  snspended,  and  the  payment  of  money 
due  to  the  workmen  pesiponed  antil  the  first  of 
April  next. 

In  order  lo  be  sa'i&fied  as  to  th?  truth  of  this 
charge,  MV.  D.  said  he  had  addressed  a  leter  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subjec,  aod  a 
bill  W8S  read  at  the  Clerk's  table.  The  answer  of 
the^:creiary  was  also  read,  and  s'ated  in  snb- 
sianer,  that  all  the  work  done  on  the  public  build- 
ings of  this  ri'y,  during  the  last  year,  to  the  best 
of  h^s  knowledge,  had  been  paid  for  as  soon  as 
done.  But  the appripriatiin having  been  exhaust- 
ed, as  a  matter  of  neceisity  during  the  present 
month,  he  believed  the  Committee  en  Public  Build- 
ing bad  received  an  applicztion  from  some  labor- 
ers to  be  permitted  to  go  on  with  their  work  at 
their  oivn  ri»k,  until  a  further  approprio'ion  should 
be  made.  The  Board  of  Commissioners  bad  not 
interfered  in  the  case,  and  n'ei  h(r  ihey  nor  the  De- 
partment had  proposed  any  redaction  of  wages. 

Thus,  (aid  Mr.  D.  the  appropriation  haviog  ran 
out,  the  laboreia  themselves,  at  their  own  risk, 
daring  the  present  month,  have  made  the  applica- 
tion to  be  permitted  to  gs  on  with  the  work.  So 
much  for  the  Oovemment  going  on  liek. 

Mr.  D.  then  gave  a  similar  satisfactory  explana- 
tion in  reply  to  the  objection  raised  in^  relatioa  ta 
the  works  at  Old  Point,  both  by  Mr.  BASHAao  and 
Mr.  Wiss.  After  having  read,  at  the  Clerk's 
desk,  a  letter  from  the  War  Office  on  the  subject 
and  which  placed  the  matter  in  its  proper  light, 
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Mr.  D.  said  it  was  thus  he  disponed  of  the  obj  c- 
tiun  of  ibeecBUemin  trcm  New  York,  who  nofor^ 
taoalrly  had  gone  off  half  cocked.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  also  done  ibe  s«me,  aliboogb.'n 
a  genrral  way,  he  took  fite  btfore  he  went  off. 

Mr.  D.  then  proceeded  to  reply  to  oher  objec- 
tions raised  by  Mr.  BiUf^iiD  in  relation  to  the  great 
amount  alleged  to  be  owing  by  ifae  GoTerDmeni. 
He  (Mr.  D.)  droled  the  correciiie.-s  of  the  coocla- 
aionsto  which  that  and  oiher  members  had  come; 
and  he  desired  to  knoir  if  the  Opposition  fancied 
the  psopie  woald  be  so.  fool:sb  as  to  take  ihair  bare 
worof,  withont  facts  or  Sgares,  against  the  facts  and 
figures  of  the  Secrciary  of  the  Treasury. 

If  there  had  been  any  expression  at  the  ballot 
baz  against  this  mode  of  railing  money  by  Trea- 
sory  noie.s  he  (Mr.  D.)  wonid  acknowledge  ihat  it 
oagbi  not  to  be  done.  So  with  a  Kational  Bank,  and 
be  woald.be  the  last  man  to  vupport  eit:  er  against 
the  will  of  the  people.  But  he  denied  there  had 
been  any  any  soeh  expression  against  the  measure 
euntemplaicd  by  the  bil',  and  ibat  being  the  case, 
he  considered  it  the  duty  of  the  Democratic  party 
,  to  cany  out  the  principles  by  which  they  had  so 
long  bei-n  bound. 

Mr.  D.  then  proceeded  to  make  some  remarks  as 
to  the  prinoiplei  of  the  coming  Administration,  and 
the  sacred  duty  of  all  officers,  whether  high  or  low, 
to  act  faiihfully  to  the  people  who  elected  ihem. 

In  the  course  of  his  speech,  Mr.  D.  allu-led  to 
the  cendtict  of  General  Han  too  and  the  eonrse 
pursued  by  him  at  a  eeilain  oif  eling  in  Ohio.  At 
that  public  meeting,  sa'd  Mr.  D.  you  fiad  General 
Harrison  teilmg  Ibe  assembled  thousand'!  that  be 
W48  opposed  to  a  X'aiional  Bank,  on  (he  ground 
tiat  Congress  has  not  constitaiiunal  power  to  incor- 
porate it.  But  In  the  very  same  sprecb,  and  before 
the  same  assembled  •hoasand*,  he  telU  Ihem  that  if 
Congress  shuuld  think  ptoper  to  pass  such  i  bill  he 
would  not  veto  it. 

Now  said  Mr.  D.  Icok  at  thi<!.  Here  on  the 
4>h  of  March  next.  General  Harrison  will  be  sworn 
into  office.  H«  will  lift  up  his  hand  and  swear  be- 
fore God  Ibat  he  will  faithfully  sbppoit  the  Con- 
stilation.  Yet,  his  lips  will  press  the  Holy  Evange- 
lists, and  he  will  solemnly  declare  that  the  Coitsti- 
tntion  shall  be  preserved  inviolate.  And  yet,  ac- 
cording to  bii  own  words,  should  Congress  see  pto- 
per to  pass  a  bill,  wbich  h«  believes  to  be  uneon- 
ilUulional,  he  will  not  veto  it. 

Mr.  BOND  here  rose  and  dc  ireJ  to  know  what 
speech  his  colirague  alluded. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
believed  ii  was  the  .'-peecb  at  Cleveland.     ' 

Mr.  BONDt-aid  he  would  undertake  to  say,  that 
upon  the  Sub-Tleasury  bill.  General  Harrison  bad 
dediied  before  the  assembled  multitude,  that  so 
far  as  he  could  he  would  have  that  measure  re* 
poaled,  because  he  was  utterly  apposed  to  it. 

After  some  remarks  fr  m  Mr.  DUNCAN  in  re- 
ply, which  wf re  not  disiinctij  heard — 

Mr  BOND  stated  that  he  would  undertake  to 
say  Ihat  General  Harrison  had  not  said  he  would 
not  exercise  the  constitaiional  power  of  veto.  Bat 
hs  had  attested  over  and  over  again  that  he  would 
hesitate  before  be  exercised  that  power  on  a  mere 
question  of  expediency.  Mr.  B.  had  never  heard 
tieseial  Harrisuu  say  ihat  he  would  relinquish  the 
vuio  power  upon  what  he  believed  to  be  against  the 
Constitution.  H?  (Mr.  B.)  believed  that  hisc.il- 
leage  was  mistaken  when  l:e  said  that  Harrison 
had,  at  any  time,  fai'ed  to  give  an  expression  of 
his  opinion  to  any  pablic  measure.  He  was  above 
concealment;  and  if  th?re  was  any  man  in  the  na- 
tion, whose  heart  was  in  bis  hand,  it  was  William 
Henry  Harrison. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  Ycr,  bis  heart  is  in  both  hands, 
or  he  has  a  heart  in  caeh  band,  or  Ibat  his  heart 
has  been  in  >he  hands  of  a  Committer,  as  1  will 
prrsenily  Show. 

Mr.  BOND  again  asserted  that  General  Harrison 
bad  never  refused  to  give  his  opinion  on  any  pub- 
lic measure. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  wished  to  nndeistand  from  the 
geDilemaa  whether  he  meant  to  say  that  Harrison 
bad  ever  answered  through  the  newspaper  co- 
lumna. 

Mr.  BOND  repeated  that  the  General  had  no 
concealment. 


Mr.  DUNCAN.  That  is  no  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion. I  ask  if  General  Harrison  has  ever  ihonsht 
proper  tn  place  bis  hand  to  any  explanation  in  the 
new.<papers. 

Mr.  BOND  coald  not  say  whether  the  General 
had  ev<r  placed  hit  hand  to  such  explanation  or 
noi;  but  whenever  he  had  been  called  on  by  letter, 
he  had,  Mr.  B.  believed,  given  an  answer.  It  was 
not  to  be  expected  that  be  would  answer  every  let- 
ter containing  the  same  thing  over  and  over  again, 
bat  he  had  given  an  answer  in  a  satisfactory  way. 

After  some  fardier  coversation,  which,  owing  to 
the  disoider  which  prevailed,  could  not  be  reported 
wiih  accuracy— Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  Mr.  Bonn 
if  he  could  furnish  a  single  document  s-gned  by 
Harrison  wiihin  the  last  year,  either  in  relation  to 
a  Unitrd  Stales  Bank,  Abolition,  the  assumption  of 
Sia'e  debts  by  ihe  General  Government,  the  distri- 
bution of  the  public  lands,  or  any  such  important 
questions,  and  in  wbich  be.  General  Harrison,  bad 
given  a  final  answer  to  such  questions.  Let  the 
gent'eman  say  yes  or  no. 

Mr.  BOND  said  that  when  he  had  such  serious 
interrogatories  propounded  to  him,  he  took  it  fbr 
granted  that  it  was  reasonable  he  shonld  be  allowed 
time  10  make  a  response. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  finally  proceeded  with  hisremarks, 
in  which  he  nndertoak  to  comment  upon  the  mili- 
tary and  other  talents  of  General  Harrisen  in  a  se- 
vere manner. 

For  this  Mr.  D.  was  called  to  order  by  membeis 
of  the  Oppojiiion.  He  replied,  that  he  would  ron- 
trive  to  keep  in  order,  bat  if  he  was  to  be  called  to 
order  for  holding  up  the  miliiary  glorie.s  of  Harri- 
son, why  were  not  other  members  called  to  order 
when  they  called  Van  Buren  a  jackas->? 

[Tae  rcmirkt  of  Mr.  D.  will  be  given  hereafter 
in  utttao  ] 

Without  concluding,  Mr.  D.  gave  way  for  a  mo- 
tioa  that  the  committee  rise. 

On  the  question  being  taken,  no  qaorum  voted; 
and 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  that  fact  to 
the  Housp. 

Mr.  BEATTY  moved  that  the  House  adjoam. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for;  but  they 
were  not  ordered. 

And  then  the  Honse  adjoatned. 


IN  SENATE, 
TursDAY,  Jaquary  26,  1841. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  a  memorial  of 
citiaens  of  Indiana,  praying  Congress  to  take  mea- 
sures for  ihe  recognition  of  the  independence  of 
Hayti,  and  the  e&tablic.hment  of  commercial  re- 
lations with  that  Republic. 

Mr.  S.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Indiana,  praying  such  an  amendment  to  tbeCun- 
siitution  as  lo  make  while  freemen  the  basis  of  re- 
presentation. 

The  question  of  receiving  tbeie  memorials,  was. 

On  motion  by  SEVIER,  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
D.  W.  Presoott,  praying  that  the  duty  on  .eerlain 
goods  dc$tro}ed  by  lire  maybe  refunded;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presen  cd  the  followiag  memo- 
rial signed  by  a  large  number  of  the  citizens  of 
Washington: 

To  tlu  Hontrablt  the  Senate  and  House  tf  Repreun- 
tatiteii 

The  undersigned  citizrns  of  the  United  States,  in- 
habitants ef  the  city  of  Washington,  beg  leave 
re^i)eclfu1ly  lo  protest  sgalnst  the  passage,  in  its 
present  shape,  of  the  b;ll  now  before  lira  Senate, 
entitled  **a  bill  to  amend  and  continne  in  force  the 
act  to  incorpora'e  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Washington;"  1st.  Because  it  propo.es  to  give  the 
right  of  suffrage  to  all  persons,  with  no  qaalifica- 
tiott  other  than  a  twelve  month's  residence,  and 
with  no  protection  against  fraudulent  voting  by  pre- 
vions  r^istry,  and  other  snfficient  aafegnaid:  2d. 
Because  it  propses  lo  make  all  persons  eligible  to 
the  Mayoralty  and  to  the  Boards  of  Aldermen  and 
Common  Council,  without  any  property  qaalifica- 
lion,  or  other  stake  or  interest  in  the  city  iban  mere 
residence;  thus,  in  an  ineoporation  of  properly, 
placing  the  power  of  taxation,  and  ihe  property  of 


the  fixed  and  permanent  inhabitants  of  the  aitjr,  at 
the  dit-posal  and  mercy  of  those  who  have  nothing 
ihemaelves,  and  are  of.en  mere  birds  of  pa«a(t: 
3d-  Because  it  proposes  to  snbmii  the  appdM* 
ment  of  magi^traies,  and  other  police  oflteen,  to 
popular  election,  with  no  checks  on  them,  no  re- 
sponsibility, no  power  of  removal  for  makiondtwt 
or  dcllnqueBcy,  and  no  corrective  whatever 
of  these  conservators  of  the  peace  and  order  of 
the  city,  other  than  what  is  famished  by  the  said 
popular  election:  And  because  the  said  hill  does 
not  contain,  aa  it  ought,  various  powers  and  pravi- 
sions  which  experience  under  the  existing  chanw 
has  shown  lo  be  necessary  and  proper  for  the  beSiac 
protection  of  property,  iaai  the  belter  preservation 
of  public  order.  For  these  reasons,  (and  for  otten 
which  might  be  urged,  bat  with  which  it  is  not 
necessary  lo  tronble  your  honorable  bodies,  aa 
these  are  insuperable  and  sufficient,)  the  viKler- 
signed  respeetfolly  pray  that  the  said  bill  may  sot 
pass  into  a  law,  and  that  no  other  may  be  passed 
which  has  not  the  assent  and  concarrenoc  of  the 
people  of  WaAingion,  for  whose  goTemment  the 
act  is  designed,  and  whoee  wishes,  it  is  jxesuBed, 
ooght  therefore  to  be  consulted. 

The- memorial  was  read,  and  otdeted  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  oa 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  J. 
Johnson  and  Samuel  M.  Love;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  f  ecend  reading. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  oa 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  beiis  of 
Robert  Fulton;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  « 
second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  the  bill  snppkiiMKi*- 
ry  to  an  act  eniitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  for 
the  appoiniment  of  commissioners  to  adjust  th* 
claims  to  reservations  of  land  under  the  treaty  «f 
1830  with  the  Choctaw  Indians,"  was  taken  up, 
and  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  memorial  of  • 
number  of  citizens  of  Prince  Georges  cennty,  Ua- 
ryland,  engaged  in  the  planting  and  cnliivation  oC 
tobacco,  praying  the  adoption  of  measares  by  the 
General  Government  for  the  pnrpo^  of  relieving 
their  staple  from  the  bardensoae  duties  imposed  ia 
foreign  countries. 

Mr.  M.  accompanied  ihe  presentation  of  Ihe  me- 
morial with  some  remarks,  which  were  replied  to 
by  Mr.  CALHOUN,when,wi'hont  taking  the  qoes- 
tion  on  its  reference,  the  Senate  passed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  special  order — 'he 

PEJIMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption system,  in  favor  of  settlers  ou  the  pnblia 
lands, who  s^all  inhabit  and  caliivate  the  same,  and 
raise  a  iog-cabin  thei  eon, was  taken  np,  and  having 
been  read  through,  the  qnesiion  being  on  the  mo- 
tion «f  Mr.  Cbittsiidcn  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
inslruetions  to  report  a  bill  for  the  disiribation  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  amoag 
the  Slates. 

Mr.  MANQUM  addressed  the  Senate  at  mndt 
length  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  ia  favor  of  the 
recommi'ment. 

Mr.  BENTON  followed,  confining  his  remarks 
principally  to  the  esiabliibment  of  the  fact  of 
foreign  interference  in  the  recent  Presidential  eke- 
tion. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  replied,  atnd 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDBN, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  RBPRESBNTATIVES, 
Tuesday,  January  36,  1841. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST,  on  leave,  from  the  Con- 
mittec  on  Manufaciure.0,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal 
so  much  of  the  act  eniiiiiled  "An  act  to  alter  and 
amend  the  several  acts  imposing  daties  on  iia* 
ports,"  approved  July  14,  183ii,  as  exempts  piaa 
of  foreign  manufacture  from  the  payment  of  dati**; 
and  proposes  to  subject  them,  when  imponed,  after 
the  first  day  of  April  next,  to  a  doty  of  twenty  per 
cent,  advaiore*. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  an  the 
state  of  the  Union. 
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Mr.  POPS  asked  the  coosent  of  the  Hoose  to 

jncseiU  lit*  resoloiions  of  the  LcgisraioTe  of  Ken- 

tacky,  oa  the  sabject  of  the  public  Inttis,  e(e. 

that  they  might  lie  od  the  table,  and  be  printed. 
ObjectioB  being  made, 
Mr.  POPE  mored  to  saspend  the  rales  foi  that 

porpose;  bat  the  motion  was  negatived. 
TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 
Oa  motion  of  Blr.  J.  W.  JONES,  the  House  re- 
lolred  iistlf  into  a  Commiilee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
stale  of  ihe  Union,  Mr.  Casxt  in  the  Chair,  and  re- 
gained ihe  consideration  of  the  bill  aaihoriziitg  the 
issne  of  five  Riillions  of 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  re> 
samed  his  realark^  from  yesterday  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  and  in  reply  to  the  numerous  charges  of  ihe 
opposilion  against  the  finaBcial  policy  o{  the  Ad- 
ministration. With  this  view,  he  took  a  review 
of  the  corrupt  transactions  of  the  United  States 
Bank,and  showed  how  far  its  supporters  were  quali- 
fied to  act  as  judges  against  the  present  par>y  in 
power. 

Mr.  D.  then  at  some  length  went  into  an  exami- 
nation ol  the  banking  system  in  g^-neral,  and  the 
exclusive  privileges  and  superior  advantages  which 
saeh  ioeorporated  institutions  possessed  over  iodi- 
vidods.  He  denied  that  the  banking  system  was 
the  off:ipring  of  ibe  Democratic  party,  and  in  proof 
thereof  referred  to  the  vote  taken  at  the  last  session 
00  the  bill  for  re<barteriDg  ibs  District  Bauks. 
Ihe  record  would  show  tliat  the  Democratic  party 
in  the  House  refused  to  grant  a  renewal  of  the 
charters  with  ibe  usual  privilege;,  unless  those 
baoks  would  first  pay  their  debts. 

In  Ihe  course  of  his  remarbi,  Mr.  D.  intimated 
that  by  way  of  illustrating  his  arguments  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Whigs,  he  bad  taken  the  liberty  of  call- 
io{  upon  his  poet. 

Ssveral  members  desired  that  the  poetry  might 
be  read* 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  no,  it  would  not  do;  for  were 
be  to  aitempt  to  read  it  there,  he  would  be  called  to 
order.    Besides,  the  poetry  was  to  be  sung. 

A  member  draired  to  knew  if  it  would  b«in  order 
to  have  the  poetry  sang.    If  so,  he  should  desiie  iL 

Mr.  DUNCAN  could  not  oblige  the  gentleman; 
bat  they  would  see  the  poetry  in  print,  when  big 
reaarks  were  published.  But  be  had  n«  objection 
to  inform  tbem  that  the  poetry  was  i'cl  to  the  tune 
Roslin  Castle. 

Before  conclndiog,  Mr.  D.  adverted  to  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Kelly,  which  appeared  in  the  National 
loleUigeoeer  some  time  ^o,  denying  that  0<'neral 
Harrison  bad  refused  to  give  pltdge?,  etc.  Mr.  D. 
produced  evideiKse  from  an  authentic  Kour^e, 
(bowing  that  ibe  statemfnts  of  said  letter  were  not 
inie,  all  which  wi.l  be  given  when  the  .'speech  shall 
be  published  in  foil. 

"When  Mr.  Dokcin  had  finished  his  remarks, 
be  read  from  the  Intelligencer  the  following,  as  re- 
ported in  that  paper: 

'Mr.  W.  C.  JoHisoN  submitted  to  the  Chair 
whether  it  was  in  order  for  an  individual  to  charge 
Ckneral  Harrison  with  cowardice,  who  had  himself 
been  branded  as  a  coivard  on  this  flooil' . 

"'nils  paper  was  put  in  his  hand  a  mcment  before 
he  eommenoed  speaking.  He  bad  deferred  saying 
any  thing  on  the  sabject  until  he  should  finish 
his  remarks,  expecting  that  some  denial  would 
be  made,  or  some  correction  of  the  report 
oidered.  Bat  that  not  being  dene,  he  de- 
Boaaeed  iti  author  (pointing  to  Mr.  Wm.  Cost 
JoHMaoH,)  a  ion  Aiir,  •  tmkmftibU  puppi/,  a 
tamadrti,  »ni  am  injmuiat  civiari.  Now,  sir, 
said  Mr-  D.  I  heard  no  pait  of  the  matter  so  re- 
pelled, as  applied  to  myself;  and  I  ask  the  chair- 
nan,  who  was  nearer  to  Mr.  Johnson,  whether  or 
net  be  beard  the  member  so  express  himsell  7 

"The  chairman  [Mr.  Cimpbbll]  teipobded  ihat 
he  heard  no  such  remark. 

"Tboi,  sakl  Mr.  D.  if  said  at  all  it  must  have 
been  mattered,  and  not  intended  to  be  beard. 

"Mr.  Jonmoii  rose  and  said  he  was  correctly 
lepoited.  He  bad  made  the  remark,  and  josti- 
fin  it  He  read  a  part  of  a  i^eech  which  purport- 
ed to  have  been  delivered  in  support  of  the  resolu- 
tion whiefa  bad  been  introduced  to  expel  Mr.  D.  for 
Ihe  f«d>lieKiion  ot  certain  letters,  posting  Cfrlain 


members  therein  named.  Mr.  J.  made  some  other 
remarks  in  jastificaiioa. 

I"  Mr.  Duncan  said  that  re.>olntion  and 
its  support  was  founded  in  base  cowardice. 
It  was  maoufactured,  as  he  was  informed, 
and  bad  reason  to  believe,  in  a  caucus; 
and  the  object  was  to  relieve  the  members 
posted  in  the  said  letters  from  disgrace,  which  they 
had  not  the  courage  to  relieve  themselves  fiom. 
When  the  resolution  was  inirodac;d,  it  was  inti- 
mated that  the  publication  of  these  letters  was 
postponed  until  after  the  (  assage  of  the  law  against 
dueline.  As  soon  as  that  iatimation  was  uttered, 
Mr.  D.  said  he  pronounced  the  man  who  im< 
puted  inch  a  motive  to  him,  a  base  soundrel 
and  a  liar.  The  member  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  MBNtrcB]  intimated'  the  same;  be,  loo, 
said  Mr.  D.  I  pointed  out  instantly,  and  pro- 
nounced a  coilifmpttble  scoundrel,  and  told 
him  that  the  duelling  law  only  operated 
over  ten  miles  square;  and  in  ten  or  twelve 
short  days  we  would  be  out  of  these  ten  miles 
square,  and  any  gentleman  who  felt  himself  ag- 
grieved, might  call  on  him:  he  should  be  m^t, 
and  have  such  redri'ss  as  be  might  have  the 
courage  to  ask.  Mr.  D.  disclaimed  having 
charged  General  Harrison  with  cowardice,  in 
any  remark  he  had  made;  he  had  presented  no  fact 
or  statement  but  what  the  political  history  of  the 
countrv  and  of  the  la^t  war  warranted  and  sustain- 
ed. Those  who  heard  him,  and  those  nha  might 
read  him,  could  draw  their  own  cooclBsioIis.  And 
to  conclude,  once  fur  all,  said  Mr.  D.  I  repeat  and 
fix  upon  the  member  [Mr.  Juhnson]  the  charge  I 
made  upon  bim.  He  is  welcome  to  make  the  best 
of  it." 

Mr.  DAVIS  of  Kentucky  next  obtained  ih:  fljor, 
and  went  into  an  examination  of  the  estimates  sub- 
mitted by  the  Secietary  of  the  Treasury;  contend- 
ing that,  at  the  close  of  1841,  there  would  be  a  de- 
ficit of  ten  millions  of  dsllars,  and  that  it  was  the 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  make  more  ample  provi- 
sion for  the  present  year  than  had  yet  been  pro- 
posed. Mr.  D.  spoke  at  tome  length  in  favor  of 
fortifying  the  country,  and  increasing  the  strength 
of  the  navy,  &c.  and  concluded  by  expressing  his 
that  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Barnard  (to  tax  wines, 
silks,  etc.)  was  the  b;st  means  yet  proposed  for 
raising  the  necessary  revenue  to  carry  on  the 
operations  of  iheQovernment  for  (be  present  year. 

The  commi  tee  then  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  CRABB,  on  le.tve,  presented  the  preamble 
andresolu<irn3of  the  Legislature  of  the  Sate  of 
Alabama,  ptotesting  against  ihe  revival  of  a  'pro- 
tective larllT;  which  were  laid  en  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  primed. 

Mr.  C.  alio  a>ked  leave  to  present  a  memorial 
having  refereccj  to  claims  ftr  military  services. 

But  objection  being  made, 

Mr.  C.  moved  to  suspend  the  ra!e«. 

Pending  whiehmotion,  . 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Wednisday,  January  27,  1811. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  traosmi'tiDg 
fifty-two  copies  of  the  official  Army  Register  in 
compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  13th  Decem- 
ber, 1815;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  a  commuBieation 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the 
claim  of  the  village  of  Carondelet,  in  Missouri,  to 
a  tiact  of  land;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Pob:ic  Lands. 

Mr.  W.  also  presmted  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Noxubee  county,  Mississippi, 
praying  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of 
land  may  be  extended  to  Christopher  Nations,  a 
settler  on  the  public  land.';  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Publ  c  Lands. 

'  Mr.  W.  al«o  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number 
of  the  citizens  of  Natclicz,  Mississippi,  praying  the 
pas^ge  of  a  general  bankrupt  Uw;  wbi:b  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  RUGQLES  presented  the  petitien  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  citizens  of  Maine,  praying  that  the  fish- 


ing bounties  and  allowances  may  not  be  disoonti- 
nued;  which,  with  former  memorials  on  the  sobjec', 
was  referred  to  the  Committer  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WRIOHT  pre.senied  tbe  petition  of  Hauiah 
Page,  widow  of  a  Revolutionary  soldier;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Commi  tee  on  P<:nsions. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  tbe  memorial  of  a  nam- 
b?r  of  citizens  of  Pbi'adtlpbia,  praying  the  erection 
of  a  new  custom-house  at  tb'at  p'ace;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  ^he  mtmoriil  of  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  the  erection  of  a  light  boose 
on  Brandywine  Sboal.>;  which  was  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Comaierce. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  the  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  citizeni  of  St-  Clair  county,  Michigan,  for  a 
general  bankrupt  law;  wbic'i  was  laid  oa  the 
table. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presente  1  the  memorial  of  the  Ge- 
neral Assembly  of  Arkansas  asking  an  appropri- 
ation for  completing  the  military  road  from  Mem- 
phis to  Little  Rock;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  the  memorial  of  Ihe 
General  Assembly  of  tbe  State  of  Aikansas,  pray- 
ing an  appropriation  for  completing  the  road  Cram 
Helena  to  Cache;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee oa  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  P.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  same 
body,  asking  a  donation  of  land  to  aid  the  White 
River  Turnpilte  0  impany;  which  was  refierred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Commi'tee  on  Ibe  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  James 
Allen,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  coa- 
sidcr;iioti  thereof;  which  was  agried  to. 

Mr.  W.  al.o,  from  the  :ame  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Tnomas  L.  Winihn  p  and 
others,  directors  of  an  association  called  the  New 
Eagland  Mississippi  Land  Company;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
BILLS  PASSED,     t 

Tbe  bill  aathorizing  the  settlement  and  payment 
of  certain  claims  of  the  State  of  Alabama;  and 

The  bill  directing  set<i  of  tbe  standard  weights 
and  measures  to  be  placed  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment; were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed.  <> 

The  memorial  of  a  number  of  citizens  of  Priace 
Georges  county,  Maryland,  engaged  in  the  planting 
aud  cultivation  of  tobacco,  praying  the  adoption  of 
measure;  by  tbe  General  GuTerament  for  tbe  par- 
poss  of  relieving  th-ir  staple  froo^  tbe  burdcBsome 
du<ies  imposed  in  foreign  countries,  which  was  not 
disp.^sed  of  yesterday,  was  taken  up,  aitd  Mr. 
MU:RBICK  replied  at  ccfnsiderable  length  to  Ml. 
Calhoun's  remarks  yesterday.  He  v»as  briefly  re- 
plied to  by  Mr.  CALHOUN,  »»ho  was  followed  in 
the  debate  by  Messrs.  U.NN  and  PRESTON; 
when,  without  coming  to  a  conclusion,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  tbe  Senate  proeeeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  special  order,  tbe 

PKRMANENT  PRO.SPECTIVE  rREEMPTIO>  LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  publie 
lands  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  Ihe  save,  and 
raise  a  log-cabin  thereon,  was  taken  up,  the  qtte^ 
tiJubein^  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  CaiTTtRDBN  to  re- 
commit the  bil',  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill 
for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  tbe  sales  of 
the  public  lands  among  tbe  States. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  said  he  rose  to  make  bat  a  very 
few  remark.*!.  As  usual,  he  felt  indisposed  to  ad- 
dre  s  the  Senate,  whenever  his  views  were  pre- 
tenled  by  others;  but  open  the  present  occasion,  be 
considered  it  hit  duty  to  speak  brir  fly  for  himself. 
The  subject  had,  in  its  progress,  assumed  a  magni- 
tude, and  gathered  around  it  an  importance,  rarely 
equalled  on  the  floor  of  Ihe  Senate.  Tbe  original 
proposition  or  bill,  which  gave  rise  to  ih^  discus- 
sion, provided,  and  was  iimply  intended  to  secure 
to  actual  and  bumble  settlers  on  the  public  land-% 
the  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  the  public  land,  at  the  Government  priee 
of  fl  25  per  acre.  But  the  various  topics  of 
discussion  introduced  here,  bad  embraced  almost 
the  entire  range  of  party  measures,  and  party  po- 
litics, known  to  our  country.  For  himself;  be  bad 
neither  taste  or  di^osilion  to  enter  (upon  a  par* 
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tisan  controversy  oo  the  floor 'of  the  Senate. 
Ripe  years,  and  an  abiding  sense  of  the  dignity 
of  ibe  station  which  he  had  the  hrnor  to  oecnpy, 
forbade  his  entering  on  a  coarse  which  might  change 
the  appropriaie  s^ihere  of  the  Senator  into  that  of 
the  mere  partisan.  If  he  fell  himself  piepand  to 
enter  upon  the  di.cnssioa  of  all  the  eabjects 
broaght  into  this  debate,  he  should  certainly  at  tbi.s 
lime  forbear  from  doing  so.  He  felt  none  of  that 
S).'iritof  party  triumph  which  we  have  seen  exhi- 
bited more  than  once  in  this  ehember,  since  the 
commencement  of  ibe  present  session.  No,  sir, 
(said  Mn  L.)  izking  the  late  elections  for  a  lest,  I 
>  am  in  the  minority  in  my  own  Stale,  and  in  the 
Union,  Will,  if  the  people  will  it,  be  it  so.  Bat 
if  be  WIS  in  a  majority,  be  woald  ssond  no  she  uls 
of  tiinmph  here;  hj  would  wear  bis  honorj  with 
becoming  modeiiy. 

Since  the  commencemeot  of  the  preheat  session, 
an  honorable  Senaior  expressed  the  opinion  that  be 
con»idered  the  Senators  from  nioeieen  States  in- 
sirncted  to  rote  for  the  repeal  of  the  Independent 
Treasury.  I  sappoae,  sir,  (said  Mr.  L.)  I  am  one 
of  the  Senators  include^  in  ibis  count,  asd  there- 
fore he  would  take  that  occasion  to  state,  that  he 
bad  no  special  instiuctions  whatever.  His  io- 
stinC'ions  were  embraced  in  those  getieral  obl'ga- 
lions  which  dsvolve  on  every  Senator.  His  tipi- 
nioni  remained  unchanged  upon  the  .subject  of  the 
Independent  Treasury,  and  tvery  other  important 
measure  which  bad  agitated  the  conniry  for  several 
years  past.  And  he  would  add,  that  be  believed  a 
m  ijojty  of  the  people  of  Georgia  this  day  concur- 
red  wiih  him  npon  all  these  important  measures. 
Tiue,  a  majori  y  had  notooncurred  with  him  ia  se- 
lecting  men  for  office.  A  maj  irily  of  the  late  Le- 
gislatuie  of  Georgia  wre  the  supporters  of  General 
Harrison  for  the  Presidency.  Why  did  they  not 
instruct  Wm  (Mr.  L.)  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  ihe 
Indspeadent  Treasury,  and  for  the  establishment  of 
•  National  Banki  Such  re«)lutions  were  intro- 
doced  into  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  but  prudrnce 
was  considered  the  better  part  of  valor.  The  Har- 
rison party,  though  in  a  maj  -riiy,  feared  to  pass 
them.  Therefore,  he  hoped  it  would  hereafter  be 
Dnderjtood  that  he  was  unencumbered  with  any 
special  instructions  from  his  immediate  constituent 
body,  OT  from  ihe  people  of  Georgia.  Sjr,  (laid 
Mr.  L.)  I  Vf  rily  believe,  this  day  a  large  majority 
ol  the  people  of  Georgia  concur  with  me  in  regard 
to  Ibe  public  mea'tires  and  policy  of  the  country — 
while  they  have  differed  with  me  in  the  selection 
of  the  mau  to  carry  out  these  measures  and  policy. 
The  short  I  m:  I  remain  here,  my  course  upon  all 
great  meafurei  will  remftii  unchanged,  and  I  shall 
return  to  my  consii.oents  wiib  a  fuH  coniideuce  that 
I  have  represf  att'd  the  wishes  of  a  very  large  ma- 
jority of  ihem. 

At  he  had  already  intimated,  he  would  not  de- 
tain  the  Senate  by  cctering  upon  any  one  of  the 
great  questions  which  have  incidentally  grown  out 
of  the  discussion  of  Ihe  policy  of  the  pre-emption 
bill.  His  views  had  been  presented  by  different  Se- 
nators, wi  h  whom  he  bad  voted  npon  these  .several 
sn'bjecls,  and  contequently  he  should  not  travel  over 
the  same  ground. 

He  wobM  only  ray,  in  conclu.^ion,  thai  he  had 
always  thought,  and  still  ihotight,  that  the  test  pos- 
sible disposition  which  conld  be  made  of  the  public 
domain  was  fur  the  Government  to  sell  it,  at  a  lair 
priee,  lo  actual  seltlei«,in  Kmnlljqaantiiies — ioquan- 
lilies  suited  to  the  wants  and  abilities  of  the  settlers. 
He  had  long  sincv  been  di'^uilcd  with  the  suction 
system;  he  had  witnes-ed  the  operations  of  that 
system.  It  secured  to  capitalists,  moneyed  combi- 
nations, and  speculators,  the  a  hole  of  Ibe  be.<:t 
lands,  to  the  exc'usion  of  honest,  humble  industry. 
He  wai  pleased  with  the  prospective  character  of 
this  pre-emplioD  bill.  It  was  a  call  lo  the  poor  and 
needy,  but  industrious  and  enterprising,  from  every 
part  of  the  country,  to  go  forward,  cultivate,  woik, 
molliply,  and  replenibh  the  earth. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  L  )  I  would  not  only  open  the  door 
to  male  cit  zens  of  the  United  States  over  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  but  to  male  and  female  over  and 
under  twenty-one  years  of  age;  and  neither  would 
he  require  that  they  should  be  aaturalixed  citixens. 
Aetaai  borufide  settlement  and  improTemeni  is  (Ul 


that  he  would  require,  in  addition  lo  the  prompt 
pijmenl  of  the  Government  price  for  a  small  piece 
of  land.  This^  policy  would  benefit  the  Govern- 
ment, a?  well  as  administer  lo  the  wan's  of  humani- 
ty, it  provides  for  the  poor  and  the  needy,  who 
are  willing  to  work  and  cultivate  the  soil,  whether 
male  or  female,  naturalized  citizen  or  foreigner. 
He  kad  no  apprehen-'ions  of  evil  consequraces  from 
the  husbandman.  No,  sir,  (said  Mr.  L.)  this  fer- 
tile, this  b'gbly  favored  Und,  has  no  evil  to  appre- 
hend fivm  the  tiller  of  the  soil.  Agricultural  par- 
tails,  properly  conducted,  never  fail  to  make  Ibe 
best  of  citizens.  His  only  hope  for  the  permanent 
prosperity  of  this  country  was  based  upon  the  virtue, 
intelligence,  and  industry  of  our  agricultural  popa- 
laiioR. 

Mr.  ANtlERSON  briefly  replied  to  some  of  the 
remarks  nf  Mr.  Mjinodm  yesterday. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  then  look  the  floor,  and  spoke 
uiitil  nearly  4  o'clock  in  opposition  lo  ih*  distribn- 
ti6n  policy;  when,  wihsat  concluding,  he  yielded 
to  a  motion  for  adjournment. 

And  the  Senate  adjonrred. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wedne'.dat,  January  27,  1841. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  first  busiarss  in  order 
to  be  the  mo  ion  made  by  Mr.  CR  ABB  on  yesier-' 
day  to  suspend  the  tales,  to  enable  him  to  present 
a  memorial;  pending  which  motion  Ihe  House  had 
adjourned. 

The  question  was  taken  and  decided  in  the  af- 
fiimalive;  and 

Mr.  CRABB  presented  the  memorial  and  reso- 
lutions of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Alabaina,  claiming  reimbursement  for  certain  large 
advances  maile  by  her  in  carrying  on  the  late  war 
with  the  Creek  Indians  in  Aiabxma;  which  were 
referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  EASTMAN,  on  leave,  presented  additional 
evidence  in  the  ease  of  Mark  Burnham ;  which 
was  referred  to  Ibe  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  W.  JONES,  tie  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Wh<jle  on  Ihe 
State  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Case?  in  the  chair)  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  (he  bill  authorizing 
the  issue  of 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

Mr.  POPE  being  entitled  lo  the  floor,  said  his 
real  object  in  obtaining  the  floor,  was  to  advise  h<s 
Whig  friends  not  to  make  any  further  delay  in  the 
p3.s-age  of  the  bit.  It  hid  been  conceded  by  aP 
that  Ibe  bill  ought  to  pass,  and  he  Ihtrefoie  saw  no 
n?cessity  for  di>'cassing  subjects  which  had  been 
debated  on  every  stump  for  the  las',  four  years. 
Mr.  P.  observed  that  they  had  a  great  deal  of  pri- 
vate and  other  bu<:ine£s  to  act  upon  at  the  present 
session,  and  he  therefore  suggested  whether  it  would 
not,  for  the  present,  be  best  to  have  a  cessation  of 
ho.stilities  on  parly  ques' ions,  and  take  ihe  question 
at  once  on  ih:  passage  ot  the  bill. 

Severaf  members  here  said, '  agreed,"  "agreed." 

But  Mr.  WISE  and  other  Opposition  members 
intimating  that  they  would  claim  their  right  to  ad- 
dress the  committee, 

Mr.  POPE  said  as  that  was  the  case,  and  hi? 
Whig  friends  persisted  in  continuing  the  debate,  be 
had  noa'lernative  but  lo  proceed. 

Mr.  P.  then  look  a  review  of  Ihe  means  reported 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  meeting  the 
demani?s  against  the  Government  for  the  present 
year,  aod  contend^  that  Ihe  calculations  bad  been 
made  wi  hout  sufficient  data.  He  then  gave,  in 
detail,  his  views  as  to  the  real  amount  that  was  lo 
be  expected  from  the  casloms,  the  public  lands,  and 
other  souices  referred  to  by  the  Secretary  in  his  re- 
port. 

In  speaking  of  the  tariff  question,  Mr.  P.  gave  it 
ashis  opinion  that  brfure  long  the  States  of  the  South 
themselves  woud  be  in  favor  of  a  protective  tariff 
on  tobacco  and  other  articles  raited  in  the  South- 
He  referred  lo  a  memorial,  now  on  their  tables, 
from  the  Tobacco  Convention,  asking  for  the  pro- 
lectlon  of  Ibat  interest,  and  in  which  conventirn 
were  men  from  Maryland,  Virginia,  Tennessee, 
and  Kentucky. 

Mr.  P.  was  opposed  to  the  redaction  of  any  of 
the  eipenditnres  for  the  navy  or  other  pablic  work). 


He  reviewed  the  growing  power  ot  Engtud,  her 
daring  ambiiioo,  the  increase  of  her  navy  by  steam 
ships,  etc.  and  contended  that  our  only  means  of 
seenring  ounelves  was  to  make  liberal  appropriar 
lions  for  the  erection  of  steam  batteries,  and  the 
increase  of  our  naval  power.  In  bis  opinion,  ths 
<  nly  effectual  way  in  which  we  conld  speak  to 
England,  would  be  tbroagh  our  guns. 

As  for  British  gold,  and  British  inflaence,  Ihe 
only  Way  to  counteract  that  was  lo  arm  ourMlvcs 
with  a  sound  cnrreney. 

Mr.  P.  then  at  some  length  urged  Ibat  die  only 
mode  of  obtaining  a  sound  currency  was  the  re> 
establishment  of  a  National  Bank. 

He  then  went  on  to  tell  how  the  coming  Adaai- 
ttisiration  would  put  all  those  matters  to  rights,  and 
bow  the  cnrreney,  under  iheir  gnidanee,  would  be 
firm,  stable,  and  not  liable  lo  depreciation. 

He  also  gave  his  views  in  relation  to  log  oibtas 
and  log  cabin  policy,  as  connected  with  Ihe  distri- 
bution  of  the  procesds  of  the  pablic  landr.  He 
con'ended  that  an/ policy  which  .screwed  the  mo- 
ney out  of  the  pockets  of  tb«  laboring  man,  wfcs  a 
bad  policy.  He  desired  that  the  road  to  a  borne 
.in  the  Western  wilderness  might  be  still  kept  open 
for  the  poor.  He  maintained  that  a  great  pertion 
of  the  Western  lands  wai  scarcely  worm  any 
ihinsc,  and  the  gentlemen  who  imagined  they  were 
giving  away  the  publie  lands  by  selling  Ihem  at  a 
dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre,  were  mu<£  mistakni. 
The  fact  was,  that  in  many  cases  the  land  was  not 
worth  that  price.  He  therefore  objected  against 
any  system  which  wonld  increase  the  price. 

He  took  the  ground  that  the  General  Gotrera- 
ment  ought  not  to  look  upon  ths  Wesleiii  lands 
at.  a  source  of  revenue,  and  it  was  in  this  riew 
that  he  was  in  favor  of  a  disiribntion. 

After  speaking  for  two  hours,  Mr.  P.  said  be 
was  exhausted,  and  would  now  give  way  to  bis 
friend,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wm,] 
who  ought  not  to  complsin  of  his  having  oceopied 
so  much  tiaiie;  for  he,  (Mr.  P.)  had  enct  sat  and 
listened  patiently  to  a  four  hours'  speech  of  the 
gentleman,  when  scarcely  any  body  else  remained 
la  the  Honse.' 

Mr.  WISB  then  took  the  floor,  but  gave 
way  to 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON,  who  desired  to 
make  a  statement  in  relation  to  crriatn  remarks  of 
Mr.  DuKCiN  in  the  Globe  of  last  evenipg.  (Mr. 
DoNCANat  ihis'time  was  not  in  his  seat.) 

Mr.  J.  then  read  the  following  extract  bom  Honse 
report  of  yesterday: 

"But  that  not  being  done,  he  denounced  lis  an- 
Ihor  (pointing  to  Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnsoh)  a 
base  liar,  a  rontemptible  puppy,  a  scoundiel  and 
an  infamous  coward." 

Now  he  Mr.  J.  wished  lo  say  that  this  language' 
imputed  by  the  Globe  lo  the  member  from  Ohio 
was  not  used  by  him,  as  every  gentleman  in  the 
House  co'jid  testify.  The  itatement  was  entirely 
false.  After  some  further  remaiks  in  relation  to 
the  principles  which  influenced  bis  own  oondoo^ 
Mr.  J.  concluded  by  repeating  that  the  language 
put  in  the  Globe  was  not  u(ed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  aid  ihere  was  no  gentleman  of  any 
party  in  tte  Honse  who  wonld  nse  and  say  that  it 
W4S  a;ed. 

[The  Rep''rler,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  himself, 
states  that  he  is  in  no  way  responsible  for  that  por- 
tion of  the  reporl  disclaimed  by  Mr.  Johnson.] 

Mr.  WISE  regretted  thai,  on  this  oeeaston,  he 
felt  compelled  to  lake  the  floor,  being  physieally 
unfit  te  talk  for  two  or  three  hours  on  the  biU  ummt 
ooDsideration.  If  his  friends  had  chosen  to  nue  in 
s.lence,  without  condemning  the  vote  wbieh  hci  ■} 
tended  to  give,  he  wonld  gliully  have  said  nothmg. 
He  would,  too,  much  rather  have  preferred,  before 
the  debate  arose  on  Ibis  question,  that  his  friends 
should  haf e  met  together  as  brothers,  and  rteen- 
ciled  their  differences;  and  regretted  exceedia|^y  lo 
differ  from  any  one  of  Ihem.  They  had  advanced 
opiaionsnot  only  for  themselves,  bat  for  their  jier%i 
and  had  taken  upon  themselves  to  advanoe  opmioM 
on  this  question  from  which  he  was  obliged  to  diaaaai. 
Whether  they  would  be  the  opinions  of  the  oomiag 
Administratioa,  remained  to  be  seen.  Bui  be  noti- 
fied gentlemen  that,  as  far  as  his  voice  was  heard— 
in  the  Hoose,  in  the  forum,  on  the  floor  of  Con- 
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gresB— wherever  be  bad  any  iDQaiiDce— he  d  s- 
claiined  speaking  for  the  comiag  Admiuistraiion. 
If  aoaie  of  bis  fiiends  bad  differed  frum  him,  Ihey 
must  not  complain  if  he  should  express  opiaioos 
different  fiom  theirs— especially  mast  ihey  not 
oomplftin  when  no  two  or  them  bad  agreed  with 
each  other;  for,  if  what  ihey  said  was  true,  we 
alioald  indeed  tttoald  have  a  moiley  policy. 

Mr.  W.  said,  from  ihe  signs  of  the  times  now 
before  Um,  he  intended  te  vote  for  the  bill  ander 
eonsidenilioB,  to  which  be  intended  to  offer  an 
uaendaMnt.  He  bad  heretofore  voted  against  the 
iasae  of  Treasury  note;:;  becaase  it  was  tco  ea!<y  a 
means  for  raising  fonds  to  carry  on  the  Gtorem- 
Bient,  and  because  it  was  difficult  lo  convinee  the 
people  that  it  was  a  public  debt.  '  He  conceded  ihe 
eoDstitntional  power,  bot  thought  it  ought  to  be 
tued  only  in  caiws  of  great  emergency.  To  be 
easlid  and  plain,  he  would  vote  for  the  bill  for 
dwreasow,  first,  asa  friend  of  ibe  coming  Admi- 
Bistmtioii,  to  provide  it  with  the  means,  lo  carry  on 
the  CJoTemment  after  the  4lh  of  March;  secondly, 
beennse  it  was  the  best  means  to  prevent  a  called 
arssion  of  Congress;  thirdly,  to  prevent,  during  the 
year  1841,  the  premature  revision  of  ihe  compro- 
mise act,  or  tariff;  and  at  the  same  t°me  prevent 
ike  seiznre  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  for  distribniioo. 

Mr.  W.  noticrd  a  leuer,  published  recently  in 
tke  Kchmond  Enquirer,  under  dale  of  Washing- 
ton, Jannur;  14,  1841,  in  which  it  was  intimated 
that  Mr.  Wise  was  disaffected  lowardi  the  coming 
Administration,  which  asseitlon  Ma  W.  pro* 
Booneed  an  infamoos  slander,wbetber  coming  from 
IKend  or  foe. 

After  speaking  of  the  various  parlies  wh'ch  had 
uaitrd  to  defeat  the  pr;sent  Adminisiraiion,  Mr. 
W.  arowed  himielf  a  plain  Republican  of  the 
Madison  school,  and  warned  hi?  fii  ndj  in  the 
House  that  he  would  g}  wiih  'hem  an  far  as  he 
eoald,  but  told  them  lo  mark  that  he  should  contpud 
for  Bepablican  tenets  and  Republican  policy.  One 
oT  Ihe  Repablican  tenets  which  he  would  exact 
was,  6Mer«l  Haniaon  iluUl  not  be  ruled  by  a  porfy; 
If  he  shonh),  the  country  wonld  be  misruled;  for 
the  election  of  General  Harrison  was  not  a  party 
triumph,  bot  a  glorious  national  triumph,  and 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  President  elect  to  be  th« 
"President  of  the  nation  and  not  of  a  party,  Ac 

Mr.  W.  was  naderstood  to  contend  for  an  issne 
ef  five  millions  of  Trea^ry  notes  after  the  31st  of 
March;  in  short,  that  the  coming  A dminis° ration 
might  enjoy  the  same  benefit  under  the  bill  now  be* 
ifore  the  committee  a^  the  present  Administration 
possessed  under  ihe  act  of  1840. 

Mr.  J(H?BS  of  Virginia  said  he  would  lake  the 
oceasisa  to  state  that  it  was  not  expected  by  tha 
Secretary  oi  the  Treasury  that  more  than  one  mil- 
ion  of  dollars-would  be  used  before  the  4ih  of 
March;  the  greater  proportion  of  which  would  be 
icqairsd  to  pay  pensions  which  will  fall  due  after 
the  31  «f  March.  It  will  not,  therefore,  be  re- 
quired  to  meet  liabUiiies  falling  upon  tbte  Admi- 
'  nistratlon,  but  upon  that  which  is  to  soecred  ii;  so 
that  Oeneral  Harrison'^  adminisiraiion  will  have 
Ibe  fall  benefit  of  ftve  millions  of  dollars  for  one 
year  after  the  31  of  March.  A  similar  bill  was 
deemed  necessary  for  the  present  administraiisn 
wider  like  eirenmsiances  at  the  commencement  of 
the  Usi  ;ehr;  and  Mr.  J.  eoasidered  it  just  and 
proper  now  to  make  a  similar  provision. 

Mr.  WISE,  without  c  ncluding  his  remarks 
gave  way  for  a  motion  that  the  committee  rise 
and' 

The  eommittee  then  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  EASTMAN  gave  no'ic*  that  he  would  to- 
morrow, or  as  soon  ihereaftrr  as  it  .might  be  in  or- 
der, ask  leave 40  introduce  a  bill  10  extend  for  five 
years  the  act  entitled  an  act  granting  half-pay  and 
pensions  to  eei tain  widows,  approved  July  7,  1838. 
Mr.  BOAROMAN,  on  leave,  introduced  the  fol- 
g  wiBg  RsoluUon,  wbi(h  was  agreed  to: 


RenlKoi,  That  Ihe  Secretary  of  Slate  be  diieded 
to  comraaoicaie  to  (his  House  an  abstract  of  ihere- 
mros  of  the  marshal  of  the  District  of  ConneeticM, 
thowiogih-  number  of  slaves  within  the  saiJdistriot 
a  by  ibe  census  of  1840.  And  to  ascertain  and 
report  to  this  Hoase  whether  the  captives  taken 
from  Ihe  schooner  Amisiad  were  included  in  the 
number  of  slaver. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
TuDBSDAT,  January  98, 184L 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  message 
from  the  Pie&ident  oi  the  United  States,  transmiiting 
the  twelfth  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  laspeo- 
lors  uf  the  Penitentiary  of  ihe  District  of  Colum- 
bia; which  was  referred  to  ihe  Commiitee  on  the 
Diiiriet  of  C  lumbia. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  a  resolution  of 
the  General  Assembly  cf  his  State,  instmcting  their 
Senators  and  Representatives  "10  procure,  if  pos- 
sible, by  their  exertions,  at  as  early  a  day  as  may 
be  in  their  power,  a  repeal  of  a  bill  pasted  at  the 
last  session  of  Coagres«,  known  as  the  Independent 
Treasury  bill;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  a  report  and 
reiolaiioiM  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Slate  of 
Alabama,  in  relation  to  tbe  .controversy  between 
the  Slates  of  Geoigia  aad  Maine,  growing  out  of 
tbe  refusal  t'f  the  latlei  State  10  deliver  cerK-o  fu- 
gitives from  justice  who  fled  from'  punuihrnent  fur 
offences  committed  within  ihejuri-dictioo  of  Geor- 
gia; «h'ch  were  read,  and  ordered  to  b£  printed. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  three  memorials 
of  citizens  of  Ne«r  York,  severally  praying  the 
pas  age  of  a  bankrupt  law;  wh-ch  were  laid  on  tbe 
table 

Mr.  T.  also  presented  the  memoi:ial  of  tbe  Phi- 
lanihriipic  Law  R<-f I. rm  Association  of  the  city  of 
New  Yoik,  praying  tbe  paArageof  a  baukiwpt  law; 
which  was  ordered  lobe  ptiaied. 

Mr.  T.  al^io  presented  ibo  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York,  remon- 
Ftrating  against  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  March  3, 
1837,  concerning  pilots;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  T.  also  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  merchants  and  other  citizens  of  New  York, 
praying  the  substitution  of  tea  aad  coffee  for  the 
spirit  now  allowed  to  the  s°amen  in  the  navy  ra- 
tion; which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  memorial  of  Mary 
W.  Taompson,  widow  of  Colonel  Thompson,  late 
of  the  United  Stages'  army;  which  was  referred  lo 
Ihe  Committee  on  Miliary  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  prvsenied  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  uf  Ohio,  praying  the  pa.^sage  of  a 
bankropt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  the  petiUen  of  John 
Brooks;  which  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  NORVELL  pre>cnled  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zeis  of  Michigan,  praying  the  passpge  of  a  bank- 
rupt law;  which  was  laid  on  the  tabic, 

Mr.  PORTER  pie.emed  the  memorial  of  citizens 
of  We!tern  Michigan,  praying  an  appropriaiioa  to 
complete  tbe  harbor  of  St.  Jusephs;  which  was  re- 
ferie.l  to  tbe  Ci'mmiliee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  petition 
of  E.  W.  and  H.  Smith,  no  ",  now  on  file,  was  le- 
ferr.d  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  tbe  memorial  ef  Wm. 
A.  Slacura,  now  on  fi'e,  was  referred  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  PRESTOiV,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notfce, 
afked  and  obtained  leave  U  inlrodnet  a  bill  to  se- 
cure to  tbe  authors  o:'  dramatic  woiks  their  in- 
terest therein;  vhich  he  asked  might  be  tefeired  lo 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  be  had  formerly 
inircdtfced  a  bill  on  the  subject  of  copy-right, 
which  he  woald  have  again  presented  bat  from  the 


apprehension  there  was  little  prospect  of  its  pa$.-  - 
sage  at  the  present  s^siiion.  He  wuuld  give  notice, 
however,  that  .f  he  was  a  member  of  the  body  at 
the  next  session,  h»  would  take  an  early  opportu- 
nity of  prasittg  the  matter  upon  the  attention  of  the 
Senate. 

Tbe  bill  was  than  referred. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions^ were  instructed  lo  inquire  into  the  pro. 

Siiety  of  granting  a  pension  lo  Daniel  Peck  for 
isabilities  incurred  during  the  lai>t  war,  while  in 
Ihe  line  of  his  duty. 

Mr.  H.  presented  papers  in  relation  to  Ihe  above; 
which  were  referred  to  ibe  Committee  on  Pensions. 
Mr.  PIERCE  submitted  a  resolution  instructing 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  R  ^ads 
lo  {(quire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  tbe 
postage  on  letters  and  newspapers — Ihe  propriety  of 
which  l)e  illusiraied  and  enforced  at  considerable 
length.    The  r*snluiion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRESTON  sobmitted  lb?  fullowing  reeola- 
lulion;  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Rttoloti,  Tbatacommiitee  be  appointed  10  join 
such  commillea  as  may  be  appoiuled  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode 
of  examining  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  SlatN,  and  of  notifying  the  pci^ 
sons  elected  of  their  election. 

PBRMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  P,1E-EMPriON  LAW. 

Tte  bill  to  establish  a  permaaeoi  prus^KCiive 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  ef  settleR^oo  t.ie  pub- 
lic lands  who  shall  inhabii  and  culiivaie  the  same, 
and  raise  a  log-cabin  thereon,  was  taken  up,  ihe 
qjestion  being  on  th'e  motion  of  Mr.  CaiTTKNOBR 
lu  recommit  the  bill  wiih  instrnciicns  to  report  a 
bill  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  Ihe  sales 
of  the  public  lands  amon^  the  S'ates. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  resumed  and  concluded  his  re- 
marks in  opprs  tion  to  the  dislribution  policy. 

Mr.  CLAY  uf  Kentucky  took  the  floor  at  S 
o'clock,  and,  without  c'ccluding,  at  hall  past  3, 
gave  way  to  a  motion  for  nt^journmeaU 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  iffaPRESENTATIYBS, 
Tbubsdit,  January  38, 1841. 

Mr.  HOLMES  asked  leave  to  offer  a  rexolnlioDt 
that  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Ibe 
Treasury  as  proposes  lite  rebuilding  of  tbe  arsenal 
'at  Charleston,  Soath  Carolina,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  HOLMEI  moved  to  suspend  the  rales;  bat 
tbe  motion  was  negatived. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  tbe  Uonse  the  fol- 
lowing communications,  viz: 

I.  A  letter  from  the  Pustmatier  General,  trans' 
milting  a  report  of  all  floes  imposed,  and  deduc- 
lions  made  from  the  pay  of  contractors  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1840. 

II.  A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  trans- 
mitting, in  obed  ence  lo  a  rcsolatuiion  of  Uie  Rouse 
of  R'presentaiives,  pas-ed  at  Ihe  last  ses^a,  a  list 
of  the  new  pou  rou:es  named  in  the  petitions  and 
resolutions  prcseated  at  tbi  lart  sess  on  of  Con- 
gress, with  the  estimate  of  the  probable  expense  of 
polling  each  of  them  in  operation. 

III.  A  letter  from  ihe  Pusimaster  General,  trans- 
miiting  a  lift  of  the  new  post  routes  in  ihe  Stale  of 
Michigan,  with  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of 
putting  them. in  operation,  which  wasomitltd  ia 
the  above  list. 

IV.  A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  trans- 
mitting, in  obedience  lo  a  reu>luiion  of  the  Hoose 
of  Represeniaiives,  a  ii^t  of  all  the  post  roads  ia 
tbe  United  States  in  ooeration  on' the  30ih  June, 
1840,  showing  the  kind  of  service  on  each,  ihe  re- 
ceipts of  each  office  for  tbe  year  ending  SOlbJiue, 
1840,  and  the  annual  cost  of  transporiation  thereon, 
respectively.  AJso,  diagrams  delineating  said  raale^ 
and  distinguishing  them  by  their  different  grades  of 
service;  which  list  comprises  the  States  of  Maine, 
Mew  Hampshire,  Veimont,  MavacAUsetis,  Rbods 
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Mand,   Ooaneetieot,  ^ew  York,   New  Jeney, 
PeM^lTuia,  DeUwmrt>,  xnd  Maryland. 

to  Ike  G^niittee  on  the  Poet  Office  and  Post  Road*. 

y.  ijeuer  from  th«  Seeretary  of  War,  traosmii. 
ting,  ia-ooiapliaoce  wUb  the  resolation  of  the  l»t  of 
Pebmary,  1840,  350  copies  of  Ik*  Official  Army 
Kegis^Cr  for  1841;  whiA  was  laid  on  the  lab!e. 
PRIVATE  BILLS. 

Hie  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  then 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  appropriately  re- 
ferred, TiK 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  O.  Skinner,  of 
Alabama. 

An  act  to  provide  for  taking  eridenee  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia  and  in  Sie  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  in  certain  cases.  v 

An  act  for  the  relief  ol  the  execntor  of  Thomas 
Cooper,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
atiTvs  of  Aaron  Vail,  deceased,  Jale  consul  at 
LVtient 

An  act  to  confirm  claims  to  lands  in  the  di^ict 
between  the^Bio  Honda  and  Sabine  rivers. 

An  act  for  ibe  relief  of  Charles  Morgan,  of  Loai- 
liana. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Morgan. 

An  act  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  Louisi- 
ana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  3.  W.  JONES  of  Virginia, 
the  Hoa.>e  then  rfesolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  (Hr.  Ciset 
in  the  chair.)  and  resnmed  the  eonsiileraiii'n  of  the 
bill  autborizinir  the  issop  of  five  ipillions  of 
TREASURY  MOTES. 

The  qoesiion  pending  wa»  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
nisMABB  to  strike  ont  the  enacting  clanse  of  (be 
MIL 

Mr.  WISE  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  was  ibont 
o  resnmt  his  remarks  from  yes'erday,  when  he 
gave  way  lo 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  who  said  that  in  the  Globe  of 
yesterday  momiiig,  which  be  held  in  his  band,  was 
the  followiog  report: 

"  When  Mr.  OuNatN  had  finished  his  remarks, 
he  read  from  the  Intelligencer  the  following,  as  re- 
ported in  thatnaper: 

"Mr.  W.  Cf.  JoBMsoH  snbmitted  to  the  Chair 
whether  it  was  in  order  for  an  indiridnal  to  charj^e 
General  Harrison  with  cowardice,  who  had  himself 
been  branded  as  a  coward  on  this  floor) 

"This  paper  was  put  in  bis  hand  a  moment  before 
he  commenced  speaking.  He  bad  deferred  saying 
any  thing  on  Ike  snbjeet  nntil  he  shoold  finish  his 
remarks,  excepting  that  some  denial  woold  be 
made,  or  some  correction  of  the  report  ordered. 
Bat  that  not  being  done,  he  denoanoed  its  aaihor 
(potnttng  to  Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,)  a  ban  liar, 
a  contemptible  pappy,  a  sonndrel,  and  an  infamous 
coward." 

Afier  reading  the  above,  Mr.  DUNCAN  pro- 
ceeded to  say  that  in  the  Intelligeneer  of  this  morn- 
ing be  was  astonished  to  see  a  positive  denial  that 
he  had  ured  the  oflTensi ve  lancnage  in  question  to  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Johnson]  Mr.  D. 
then  stated  that  he  iii  use  every  woid  of  the  langusge. 
There  was,  however,  one  word  in  it  which  he  was 
not  qniie  certain  be  need,  viz:  the  word  "poppy." 
He  was  not  quite  certain  that  he  used  that  word, 
hut  a  member  now  near  bim  was  confident  that  the 
word  was  nred  in  connection  wiih  the  otbeis.  Bat 
he,  Bdr.  D.  did  use  the  werd^  it  was  a  correct  re- 
port and  be  could  prove  it 

Mr.  D.  was  not  disposed  now  (o  make  a  new 
•  issue  out  of  the  matter,  bat  when  it  came  to  scan- 
ning the  character  of  gentlemen  here,  be  might 
present  some  Jkeit  which  should  set  them  fair  before 
the  pnblie. 

Mr.  D.  eontinaed,  that  he  merely  ro;e  to  a<sert 
dial  the  language  denied  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  was  used,  and  he  now  riUeraUd  it;  yes, 
everv  i^ord  of  it  he  riUtraUd. 

Mr.  D.  then  dleclaimed  any  kaowledge  of  the 
leehnicali'ies  of  the  dtwUe,  but  trusted  that  when. 
ever  occasion  should  call,  be  would  not  be  deficient 
in  eonrage  to  meet  the  man  who  gave  him  caose. 

Mr.  D.  repeated  that  he  used  every  word  of  the 
langtMge  attributed  to  him  in  the  report  of  the 
Olobe,  and  that  he  should  publish  it  and  put  his  name 


to  it,  as  having  been  used,  and  reim-sTeil.  He 
would  lake  )his  opportunity  of  cayiag  th^t  he  would 
ttoable  the  committee  no  more  with  this  matter,  as 
he  bad  said  all  h«  intended  to  say.  If  he  should 
have  occasion  to  take  any  further  notice  of  the 
mailer,  it  should  be  done  »it  of  the  House,  when  he 
would  address  the  public  through  the  columns  of 
the  newspapers.  He  would  be  heard  ilurt  and  read 
by  the  people. 

Mr.  D.  said  that  he  would  further  remaik,  thai 
the  duelling  law  of  this  District  had  ax  little  terror 
for  him  as  it  appeared  l«  have  to  otherr.  The 
member  from  Maryland  might  rest  assured  that  he 
would  have  nothing  lo-fear  from  him  (Mr.  D  )  in 
relaiontothatlaw. 

After  an  ineffectual  attempt  ly  Mr.  STANLY 
to  obtain  the  floor, 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  sent  to  the  Clerk's  Ubie 
a  letter,  which  the  Reporter  to  this  paper  bad  ad- 
dressed to  him,  stating  that  die  remarks  of  Mr. 
DoNCiN  were  revited  by  that  gentleman  previous 
to  Uieir  going  to  press.  [The  unmerited  censure 
cast  upon  the  Reporter  by  several  members,  in- 
duced him  to  take  that  step.] 

The  letter  having  been  read, 

Mr.  JOHNSON  proceeded  to  make  some  brief 
retaliatory  rrmarks,  in  which  he  contended  that 
Mr.  DoNCiM  had  not  relieved  himself  from  the 
charge. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  that  the  remarks  in  (he 
ai<  be  were  precisely  what  he  said. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  would  never  again  yield  the 
floor  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  gentlemen  to  in- 
dulge in  personalities,  and  alluded  to  the  passage  of 
a  certain  law  of  Congress,  and  the  preliclions  he 
then  made  in  regard  to  it— the  frnits  of  which  the 
House  were;  daily  witnessing.  He  again  referred 
to  the  let'er  in  the  Richmond  Eoqairer,  speaking 
of  his  oppotition  to  W.  C.  Rivcs.  Alihoogb 
Mr.  Ws  personal  feelings  in  this  matter  re- 
mained unchanged,  he  was,  nevertheless,  glad  that 
Mr.  R.  was  sent  back  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Stipes,  and  hoped  he  would  pursue  the  Republican 
lack  of  his  great  patron, Mr.  Jefferson. 

Mr^W.  recapitulated  bis  reasons  why  he  would 
vote  for  the  Treasury  note  bill;  one  of  which  was 
that  it  would  banish  all  excuses  for  a  called  8e!>sion. 
If  one  diould  be  called,  nothing  would  be  done; 
the  country  would  be  dissatitfted,  and  the  Admini- 
stration blamed.  This  was  the  case  in  1837, 
when  two  months  were  consumed  in  debate,  and 
nblhing  was  done;  and  if  an  extra  ses.Mon  were  to 
be  called  in  1841,  the  country  would  be  led  «here 
II  was,  except  subjected  to  some  additional  expense 
of  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. . 

After  urging  further  objections  against  an  extra 
session,  Mr.  W.  said  he  hoped  the  msjority  in  the 
House  would  leave ,the  Whigs  the  means  to  carry  on 
the  Qovemmtnt  until  December  next,  and  let  them 
go  home  and  consult  with  their  consiituents  on  the 
very  important  measures  which  be  feared  would  be 
prematurely  brought  forward  at  a  called  session; 
wait  the  development  of  events;  wait  to  see  the 
importations  of  the  country,  and  not  anticipate 
them;  go  home  and  feel  the  pulse  of  the  people  on 
the  snbjeet  of  a  bank,  the  public  lands,  etc. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  was  called  on  to  do  that  which 
be  never  expected  to  do  on  God'«  earth,  and  gen- 
tlemen must  not  smile  when  he  had  to  praise  a  re- 
port of  Levi  Woodbury!  At  all  events  it  was  an 
able  paper ;  from  the  Nazarene,  from  whom  he 
never  expected  any  good.  Every  genilemaD,.of 
all  sides,  did  justice  to  the  report,  made  in  compliance 
with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 'the  16th  insu 
calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  com- 
municate to  the  Senate  the  plan  of  a  permanent 
change  in  the  tariff,  and  its  details  and  general 
principles.  Mr.  W.  remarked  that  gcnt'emen  would 
find  his  sentiments  precisely  in  tbe  report  of  the 
Secretary,  for  which  he  humbly  and  respectful!/ 
thanked  him. 

Mr.  W.  spoke  at  some'  length  in  regard  to  the 
compromise  act  and  other  subjects  eonoeeted  with 
the  revenue;  but,  without  concluding,  gave  way  far 
a  motion  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  committee  then  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
asked  leave  lo  sit  again. 

Mr.  PROPFIT  moved  (hat  the  House  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 


utka  up  tbe  bill  confirmliig  to  the  State  of 
a  grant  of  land  on  the  Wabash  and  Brie  canal. 
Objaction  being  made.  « - 

Mr.  PROPFIT  moved  a  suqiinaiott  of  the  I^les 
but  no  quorum  voted,  and 
The  Home  (hen  adjourned. 

Mr.  Bliib  will  pleaee  publish  the  annexed  note 
of  Mr.  Hunt,  (year  Reporter,)  which  I  herewiA 
enclose  you.  I  send  it  as  an  offset  to  (he  note  npott 
which  Mr.  Johnson  relied  to  prove  that  I  did  not 
denounce  him  as  reported  in  last  Wedtte8day^s0tobe^ 
The  enclosed  noie  will  show  what  Mr.  Hunt  remem- 
bers of  the  language  tued  towards  Mr.  Jobnscm. 
Mr.  Hunt  was  right  in  disclaiming  responsiWIiiy. 
I  revised  his  notes  as  reported,  and  inserted  wnt 
be  neglected  or  forgot  lo  insert.  I  made  Ibe  report 
correspond  with  what  I  said. 

A.  DUNCAN. 

*  'Honsx  OF  RKPancHTinvis, 

January  29, 1841. 

Sia:  Having,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  myself,  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  the  Hon.  W.  C  Johnson,  sta'.- 
iog  that  certain  reported  proceedings  in  the 
'Globe"  were  revised  by  you,  at  your  request, 
I  BOW  state  the  language  I  understood  yon  to  use 
to  that  gentleman,  and  which  would  have  appeared 
in  the  report  had  it  not  been  revised. 

In  the  fir^t  place  you  read  from  (he  National 
Intelligencer  the  following: 

"Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  submitted  to  the  Chair 
whether  it  was  in  order  for  an  individual  io  eha^e 
General  Harrifon  with  cowardice,  who  had  himself 
been  branded  a<  a  coward  on  this  floor." 

After  expressing  your  astonishment  at  tbe  above, 
and  stating  that,  you  heard  no  such  remarks,  you 
turned  towards  Mr.  Johnson,  and  said,  in  substance, 
that  "if  the  language  uw*  used,  you  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  denouncing  the  man  who  uttered  itasgoiltjr 
of  a  base  falsehood,  and  an  infamous  liar." 

I  did  not  hear  the  terms  "contemptibt*  puppijr," 
"scoundrel,"  and  "infamous  coward,"  as  spplied 
to  Mr.  Johnson,  but  nodershod  them  as  having  re- 
ference to  what  yon  stated  had  taken  place  betweeii 
yenrsdf  and  Mr.  Menefee,  on  a  former  occasion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  HUNT,  Reporter  to  tbe  Globe. 
Hon.  Alxxandsb  Dtmciv. 

IN  SENATE, 
Fbidat,  January  29, 1841. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  resolutions  of  the  Lmis- 
latare  of  ludiana  in  favor  of  hoUing  the  Preddeit-    . 
tial  eledon  on  the  same  day  throughout  the  Unioa; 
which  were  laid  on  tbe  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A  NATIONAL  BANK< 

Mr.  WHITE  also  presented  resolutions  of  the 
same  body  in  favor  of  the  creation  of  a  National 
Bank.  Mr.  W.  gave  his  views  on  the  subject  at 
considerable  lengih,  expressing  binself  strongly  ia . 
favor  of  the  measure  recommended,  and  bis  confi- 
dence that  Ibe  Administration  about  oomiag  into 
power  would  do  its  duty  in  regard  to  it  The  reso- 
lutions were  laid  on  tbe  ubIe,  and  ordered  to  ba 
printed. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Michigan  in  favor  of  a  general  bankrupt  law; 
whidi  was  laid  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  apedtion  of  ei- 
tizens  of  Utica,  N.  Y.  for  the  passage  of  a  bank- 
rupt law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Conmitiee  on 
Claima,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  E.  W.  mid 
H.  Smith;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  se- 
cond reading. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  in  puisnanee  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obuined  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
<tireciing  a  survey  to  ascertain  (he  praetieabilitjr 
and  expense  of  constructing  a  passsge  from  Albe- 
marle Sound  to  the  Atlanuc  Ocean;  which,  after 
some  remarks  from  Mr.  Q.  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  tbe  bin  for  Ike 
relief  of  Greene  and  Emerson  was  taken  up  and. 
considered  as  In  committee  of  the  whole,  and,  af- 
ter beii^  explained  by  Mr.  H.  wu  ordoed  to  U 
fOfroEsed  for  a  ihitd  readioc. 
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-  Oa  motioii  b;  Mr.  KINO,  ifae  bill  increasing  (be 
pay  of  certain  officen  o''  rtrcaae  cntteis  while- 
•erviBg  in  the  uavjr  of  (he  IJailed  State*,  Ms  ukm 
•p,  and,  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  K.  and  Mr. 
LINN,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  » third 
Ktding. 

rBRMANBNT  PROSPBCTITVE  FRE-EMPTIOH  LAW. 

The  bill  10  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
mption  system,  in  faror  of  settlers  on  the  public 
taads  who  shall  inhabit  and  cnMTaie  the  same,  and 
raia*  a  log  cabin  thereon,  was  taken  np,  tfce  qaes- 
tkm  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  CarmHOEK  to  re- 
MMait  the  bill  with  instnctions  to  report  a  bill  for 
the  diMribntion  of  the  prac«eds  of  the  sales  of  the 
piMie  lands  amosf  the  States. 

Mr.  CIjAY  of  Kentockjr  having  eoaeladed  his 
iMsarks, 

Mr.  TAPPAN  r^se  and  addressed  the  Senate  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Ptesidcai:  Before  I  proceed  to  remark  apon 
the  extraordinary  attack  made  by  the  Sirnaior  from 
KeotMky  upon  my  colleague  and  myself,  I  wish  to 
ask  that  Senator  who  it  is  that  he  charges  with 
''baviiif  raat'e  a  proportion  to  red  ace  wages." 
•  Mr.  CLAY  said  he  did  not  mean  to  be  under- 
ttood  as  saying  that  any  one  had  made  such  a  pre- 

Mr.  TAPPAN.  >  Such  is  the  language  yon  used, 
sir. 

Mr.  CLAY.    I  did  not  intend  to  charge  any  one 

' '  I  more  dian  sustaining  in  argnmeni  a  policy, 
Ika  inevitable  tendency  of  which  woald  be  to  re- 
doee  wages;  and  this  was  done  by  many  gentlemen 
whom  I  do  not  think  I  am  called  apon  to  name.  I 
do  not  reootleet  usioK  the  word  proposition. 

Mr.  TAPPAN.  I  am  satisfied,  sir,  with  this 
esp  anation;  the  Senatoi>4  oonstrnetion  of  antn- 
■tents  made  by  others  does  not  affect  me.  The 
Senator  from  Kentncky  on  yesterday  changed  my 
eolleagne  and  myself  with  voting  for  a  proposition, 
the  effect  cf  which  wnold  be  to  give  away  160,000,- 
000  of  acres  of  land,  justly  belenftinii  to  Ohio,  for 
M0,000  acres,  and  ordered  us  to  go  home  and  ae- 
eont  to  our  constiiuentj  for  this  gross  sacrifice  of 
tka  interests  of  Ohio.  This  charge  of  the  Stnator 
is  not  founded  in  truth,  as  I  shall  show;  but  l«t  me 
not  be  misunderstood.  .1  do  not  say  that  the  Sena- 
tor has  tnieniionally  stated  a  falsehood  on  this 
floor;  be  would  not  do  this,  and  yet  it  is  strange 
that  he,  or  any  other  less  experienced  legisla- 
tor, should  so  misconceive  onr  rote  on  that 
Oeeaaioa  as  he  Kems  to  have  done.  The  case 
was  tbiR  tbe  Senator's  colleafiue  [Mr.CnnrBmcN] 
had  moved  to  recommit  the  lt>ill  with  instrnctions  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  and  to  insert 
what  has  gained  the  name  of  "Mr.  Clay's  land 
bUl,"  upon  which  the  Sena'or  from  Sonih  Carolina 
Beaitct  to  me  [Mr.  Calbouh]  moved  to  amend  the 
aetioB  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  by  snbsti- 
tatiag  his  [Mr.  CALROtrn's]  bill  for  disponing  of  the 
public  lands  to  the  States,  eo  that  if  the  motion  to 
reoommit  shonid  prevsil,  the  plan  of  tbe  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  should  be  reported  back  to  ni 
instead  of  the  Kentucky  Senator's  bill.  Now,  who 
does  not  see  that  the  qnestlon  hcra,  was  not  wheihtr 
we  shouhl  agree  to  adopt  either  of  those  projects; 
but  it  was  a  mere  question  of  preferecce, 
and  surely  an  opinion  may  be  given  in  goad 
fUdi,  that  of  two  planr,  one  is  better  than 
another  withoot  any  intention  of  adopting  either. 
Soehswas  this  case;  of  the  two  plans,  I  preferred  the 
eaa  offered  1^  the  Senator  fh)m  Sonth  Carolina, 
and  so  voted,  not  with  a  view  of  expressing  any  ap- 
probation of  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Garoltna,  but  to  defeat  the  motion  to  refer 
with  instraetioas  made  by  th«  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky on  my  ri|^t.  These  are  the  vlesrs  in  which 
lay  ooHeagne  w^  myself  concnr,  as  was  expressed 
by  him  on  yesterday,  in  his  reply  to  the  remark  of 
toe  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clay;]  and  I 
think  if  tbe  question  sboald  ever  again  come  np 
while  I  have  the  honor  of  a  seat  here,  I  shall  eonti- 
■ne  to  give  the  ^ame  preferehce,  notwithstandiag 
tha  denunciation  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  I 
ghre  no  opinion  upon  the  abstract  merits  of  the  plan 
prop9)«d  by  the  Senator  from  South  Catottna,  be- 
eauae  it  is  not  and  has  not  been  befoM  us  oa  thefinal 
qacstion  of  adopttng  it;  but  I  will  say  that  I  am  not 
BtUned  to  make  importaM  chasges  in  on  iaad 


system;  that  system  has  heretofore  worked  well, 
and  I  see  no  necessity  for  a  radical  change  of  it. 
Sir,  the  Senator  charges  us  apon  .this  side  with 
"opposing  in  advance  the  measures  of  the  next  Ad- 
ministration"—with  making  war  upon  'ii;.and  he 
quotes Sbakspsare,  "Come  on  McDoff,"  as  thoogh 
we  were  actually  in  battle  array  against  Mm.  We 
have  opposed  the  Senator^  nnaanstitniional  project 
for  distributing  amongst  the  several  States  the  re  ve- 
nae arising  from  the  public  land^,  and  Senators  up- 
on this  side  have  given  as  tbeir  opinion,  and 
have  demonstrated,  that  a  special  session  of 
Ceniress  will  not  be  necessary.  We  have  been 
told -by  ScBatorsoa  the  opposite  side  that  these 
things,  with  some  others,  wonid  be  supported  Iqr 
the  next  Administration.  ,We  have  seen  and 
heard  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  when  he  has  as- 
sured us  that  his  land  bill  (as  be  ealls  it)  "would 
pass"  when  thiu  gentleman  and  his  friends  came 
into  power;  that  unless  w>  repealed  the  Indepen- 
dent Treasury  bill,,  the  next  Administration  wonlJ 
call  an  extra  session  of  Congress  to  repeal  it.  We 
have  also  heard  the  Senator  describa,  in  his  gra- 
phic way,  bow  the  next  Administration  wonld 
make  a  clear  sweep  of  all  office  holden,  with  pro- 
bably no  excepiionr,  but  we  have  been  ignorant  of 
the  Senator's  authority  to  pronounce  t»-«a>h*ira 
apon  the  course  to  be  pursued  by  Oenaral  Harri- 
son; and  for  myself,  I  confrss  that  having  some 
knowledge  of  General  Harrison,  I  had  my  doubts 
whether  ke  was  to  be  governed,  dictated  to, 
and  led  by  the  nose  by  the  honorable  Senator, 
as  he  seemed  to  promise  as.  He  exhibited  to 
us  no  authority  (or  the  assumption  of  tbe  dicta- 
torship. If  the  Hartisburg  Convention,  in 
nominating  one  of  the  gentlemen  and  rejecting  the 
other,  did  secretly  determine  that  while  one  ^oold 
be  viceroy  over  the  good  people  of  these  United 
States,  tfaie  other  shnnid  be  vicerov  over  him,  how 
were  we  to  know,  that  important  fact?  You  Rave 
as  no  evidence  of  this:  We  are  encasable  then,  I 
should  think,  for  opposing  such  measures  as  the 
Senator's  land  bill,  which  we  think  unconstitu- 
tional, without  being  chargeable  with  anticipated 
hostility  to  the  next  Administration. 

But  the  Senator  bids  us  go  borne  !  and  accoant 
to  eur  conslitneals  for  oar  conduct  here.  Oo 
home !  We  obey  so  such  orders.  We  submit  to 
no  snch  dictation.  Who  gave  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  authority  over  nsl  Autocrat  of  Ken- 
tucky, let  him  issue  his  orders  tkers  to  his  obse- 
qaions  slaves;  but  with  Ohio  and  her  reprrsenta- 
iives  be  has  nothing  to  do.  Sir,  I  repe.  with  scorn 
this  matchless  insolenre.  , 

Here  Mr.  CLAY  called  Mr.  Tappan  to  order, 
and  he  rat  down. 

Tne  VICE  PaSSIDENT,  after  some  remarks, 
which  we  did  not  hear  distinctly,  said  that  it  was 
ont  of  prder  to  use  the  word  insolence  in  the  way 
Mr.  Taffan  had  used  it. 

Mr.' TAPPAN  rose,  and  continued.  Sir,  I  will 
repel  insolence  and  insult,  come  from  what  quarter 
they  may. 

Mr.  CLAY  then  rost  and  dec'ared  that  in  what 
he  hadsaid,  he  had  not  the  remotest  intention  of  in- 
sulting tbe  Senators  from  Ohio;  that  in  nsing  the 
words,  go  home,  &c.  he  mean  t  no  more  than  to  advise 
those  Senators  to  consult  tbeir  consiitnents  on  their 
return  home  as  to  their  wishes  ^pon  this  great 
qaes'ion  of  disposing  of  the  paftlic  lands. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  then  observed:  The  Senator's  ex- 
planation is  satistactory.  From  the  vehemenoe  of 
his  manner,  and  the  loudness  of  his  intonation,  I 
thought  tbe  Senator  in  earnest,  and  that  he  meant 
what  be  [aid.  It  stems  that  in  this  I  was  mista- 
ken. I  therefore  let  that  pass;  I  will  not  knowingly 
treat  any  Senator  with  disrespect;  ray  age  and  mv 
habits  lead  me  to  a  courteous  demeanor  towards  all 
with  whom  I  have  business  to  transact,  and  I  will 
not  williitgly  deviate  from  this  course;  but  inso- 
lence and  insult  I  shall  not  put  up  with,  and  I  am 
glad  to  find  that  on  this  occasion  nothing  of  that 
nature  was  intended.  s 

Mr.  President,  having  disposed  of  this  matter, 
(withontSntending  to  engage  at  large  in  this  debate, 
so  protracted  and  interesting,)  I  will  express  my 
views. on  one  or  two pointe only.  The  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clat]  read  to  us  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  8ih  teciioo,  Isi  article,  of  Ibt 


Consiitati->n:  "The  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
lay  and  colleet  taxes,  duties,  imposta,  and  finises, 
to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  fbt  the  common  de- 
fente  and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States;'* 
and  gave  us  his  opinion  that  this  taxing  power  did 
not  aothorice  Congress  to  raise  money  for  distribu- 
tion amongst  the  States.  I  coincide  (Villy  wiA  the 
Senator  in  this  opinion,  but  does  he  not  peieeird 
that  by  this  sound  coastroction  of  the  Csn- 
stitntion,  he  concedes  te  us  the  whtde  mat- 
ter ia  controversy  sa  to  hii  land  bil.1  I  kno* 
how  the  Senator  thinks  to  get  ibis  powen  it  is  not 
in  this  clause,  indeed,  but  he  tells  us  it  is  contained 
in  these  words;  * 

"The  Congress  Aall  have  power-  to  dispose  of 
and  make  all  needful  ruler  and  tegnlations  respect- 
ing the  territory  or  other  property  belongihg  to  the 
United  States." 

Prom  the  grant  of  power  to  dispose  of  tbe  land, 
be  infers  the  power  to  dispose  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
land.  Congiress  have,  indeed,  by  this  eUuae,  the 
power  to  dispose  of  the  public  Und  fnr  the  benefit 
of  the  United  Statts;  and  it  is  under  this  clause 
alone  that  the  eonstitotionality  of  all  tbe  grants  of 
public  lands  which  have  been  made  to  the  indivi- 
doal  Statev,  can  be  maintained.  If  *e  admit 
(which  I  do  not,  however)  that  by  this  clause  in 
the  Constitution,  Congress  has  the  unlimited 
power  le  do  whatever  it  pleases  with  ths  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States — that  it  mlit  grant  the 
whole  or  any  part  to  some  or  all  of  tbe  States,  that 
it  may  give  it  away  to  act aal  settlers;  or,  tlimt  it 
may  sell  and  dispose  of  it  for  money,  makii^  it  an 
object  of  revenue;  Still,  Congress  cannot  raise  rere> 
nue  for  the  purpose  of  distribution.  The  public 
lands  are  sold  for  money.  A  part  of  the  revtnnear 
of  this  Qovernment  are  derived  from  that  sonree. 
It  matters  not  whether  yon  raise  your  revenn* 
from  the  customs,  from  the  sale  of  yourships,  from 
a  lax  on  land,  or  the  sale  of  yoar  land;  when  that 
revenue  reaches  the  public  Treasury,  there  is  no 
ear-mark  on  it  to  di.--tingnish  the  qnarter  from 
which  it  came.  It  is  the  money  of  the  iiation,  to 
be  used  for  national  pnrposes.  if  there  is  any 
clause  in  the  Constitution  which  gives  yon  au- 
thority to  make  a  distribuiion  of  it  amongst  the 
States,  it  is  the  clause  first  quoted ;  but  this, 
says  the  Senator,  and  so  say  I,  contains  no  snch 
power:  Congress  is  not  requited  by  tbft  Constim- 
tion  to  sell  the  pnbUe  lands  to  make  the  territory  of 
the  Union  an  object  of  revenne.  Tne  manner  os 
disposing  of  that  territory  is  no  where  expressed. 
It  is  implied*only  that  Congress  shall  dispoie  of  it 
for  the  benefit  of  the  whole,  and  not  telect  part  of 
the  Union.  Congress  have  thought  best  to  sell 
their  land  for  money;  have  for  more  than  forty 
years  thonght  that  to  rai^e  a  part  of  tbeir  ordinary 
revenues  by  ihns  disposing  of  it,  was  to  execute 
tbeir  pewer  of  dispouog  of  it  in  the  manner  best 
calculi  ted  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  nation.  I 
will  not  argae  the  question  whether  it  might  not 
have  been  as  well  to  have  authorized  Con- 
gress to  make  a  division  by  the  States  or 
otherwise  of  the  money  -  received  for  Und, 
for  we  are  not  making  a  Constitution;  but 
I  will  say  that  a  power  to  grant  or  sell  land 
dees  not  e:irry  with  it  the  power  to  dispose 
of  the  money  received  for  snch  land — when 
the  land  is  sold,  the  power  to  dispose  of  it  is  exe- 
cuted; for  (he  power  to  dispose  of  the  money  you 
mn»t  look  elsewhere. 

As  to  the  bill  before  the  Senate,  it  varies  but  lit- 
tle from  what  has  become  the  settled  policy  of  this 
Govemmeat — it  proposes  that  instead  of  tempo- 
rary laws  on  this  sotj?ct,  wepass  a  permanent  act, 
permanent  as  it  can  be,  to  remain  until  the  wis- 
dom and  experience  of  our  successors  may  change 
or  repeal  it.  We  should  find  it  difficult  to  prevent 
people  from  occupying  the  pnblic  land  on  the  ex- 
tensive frontier;  there  is  a  large  class  of  men 
who  have  been  the  pioneers  of  civilization  and  set- 
tlement in  tbisconntry  for  many  years,  probably  ever 
since  the  settlement  of  the  country  commenced — 
they  are  the  Daniel  Baones  who  choose  to  keep  a 
little  in  advance  of  law  and  gospel  both;  they  sub- 
sist more  by  hunting  than  tbe  tabors  of  agriculture; 
yet  they  build  cabins,  and  clear  and  plant  fluids, 
and  are  always  ready  to  sell  their  improvements  to 
the  nan  who  moves  on  the  frontier  with  his  iamilj 
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sad  hit  (lock  to  make  a  pennaaent  settlement.  It 
is  a  great  advantage  to  tte  settler  in  a  new  country 
I  who  has  a  family  to  provide  for,  to  find  a  cabin  and 
a  clearing  already  made  for  him,  and  purcbaseabie 
at  a  moderate  price;  and  what  injary  does  the  pob- 
lie  inierest  sustain  by  granting  lliese  pioneers  the 
ezdosive  right  to  parcba-e  the  land  they  occupy? 
Before  this  privilege  wa*  granted  to  ihen,  t(  was 
qnite  common  for  mean  and  sordid  men  lo  ham  oot 
the  places  so  oecapied,  and  purchase  them  at  the 
land  office,  not  for  the  sake  of  getting  belter  land 
than  th^  could  find  elsewhere,  bot  that  they  might 
appropriate  to  ihenbelves  the  bard  earnings  of  the 
poor  pioaeer  for  nothing.  Protect  the  poor  man  by 
a  pie-emption  right,  and  be  wiull  soon  gain  money 
enough  to  pay  for  his  land;  or,  instead  of  being  a 
prey  to  the  heartless  speculator,  this  latter  woa:d 
bmve  to  purchase  his  improvements,  silica  he  could 
not  drive  him  off,  and  take  forcible  poK^ession 
of  his  property.  I  have  said  that  pre-empiion  laws, 
instead  of  being  injurious  to  the  public,  are 
highly  beneficial.  They  greatly  facilitate  ihe 
settlement  of  your  terriiorits,  by  opening  th^; 
road  to  your  lauds  to  men  with  families  and 
property^-  whose  habits  have  not  fitted  them  for 
settling  in  the  wilderness.  There  men  compose 
the  great  agricultural  population  of  the  Weet. 
Sonte  men  think,  sir,  that  to  allow  land  to  be  se> 
leeted,  the  choice  tracts  to  be  taken  op  for  the 
minimam  price,  is  granting  a  great  favor  to  the 
poor  pioneer.  I  do  not  think  so;  the  man  who 
will  take  his  aze  and  bis  rifle,  and  go  into  the 
frontier,  forests,  or  praries;  far  from  roads,  from 
mills  and  tchools,  and  places  of  worship;  far  from 
all  the  comforts  and  advantages  of  society,  pays 
for  the  preemption  right  you  give  him  very  dear- 
ly. Yes,  sir,  the  setiler,  in  a  new  country,  pays 
ute  fnU  value  of  the  best  land  in  the  priva- 
tions be  endaress  in  the  hardships  he  encoun- 
ters,  and  the  labor  he  performs. 

Chi  this  matter  I  must  be  allowed  to  speak  from 
experienos;  and  I  know  that,  except  in  rare  in- 
stances, from  peculiarly  fortunate  location,  the  first 
settler  would  not  be  paid  for  the  toil  and  snOering 
he  has  to  endure,  by  the  gift  of  aquirter  seciion  of 
land.  I  hear  Senators  speak  of  land  in  a  stale  of 
nature  worth  from  len  to  fifty  doHars  per  acre;  I 
Jiave  never  seen  such  land;  it  is  nut  lo  be  fouui  in 
any  of  the  fine  bottoms  of  the  West:  it  is  an  El 
Dorado,  which  exists  only  in  the  fancy. 

It  has  been  proved,  I  think,  that  Government 
4«>e8  not  get  much  more  than  the  minimum  price 
for  land  at  the  public  sales;  so  that  there  is  nothing 
10  balance  against  this  natural  and  long  practised 
mode  of  settling  your  public  lands.  I  am  there- 
fore in  favor  of  this  bill— «f  adopting  it  into  our 
permanent  land  system. 

Mr.  WRIQHT,  who  also  replied  to  some  re- 
marks of  Mr.  C.  personal  to  himself,  which  were 
explained  by  Mr.  Ci,4r. 

Mr.  LINN  also  followed  in  explar)ation,  and  also 
urged  the  prpprieiy  and  neorsiity  of  appropriating 
money  for  the  purpose  of  puiiing  ths  nation  in  a 
position  to  maintain  her  honor,  and  defend  herself 
from  foreign  aggressibu,  instead  of  dividing  her 
levtnnes'  among  ihe  Srates. 

Mr.  TALLMADQE  contended  that  by  dividing 
the  money  among  ihe  Stales  to  be  devoted  to  the 
purposes  of  internal  improvement,  the  best  means 
means  for  national  defence  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  had  but  a  very  few 
words  to  say.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Cur]  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  to  day  had  as- 
serted that  Senators  friendly  lo  the  present  Admin- 
istration had  argued  at  the  last  session  in  favor  of 
the  reduction  of  the  wages  of  labor.  When  cslled 
upon  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Tipp*n]  io 
mention  ihe  names  of  any  such  Senators,  be  de- 
clined to  comply  with  the  request,  he  (Mr.  B.)  pre- 
sumed from  cuurlesy  to  tliose  implicated  in  the 
chante.  Hi<  speech  at  Ihe  Ust  session  in  favor  of 
the  Independent  Treasury  Bill,  so  far  as  related  to 
the  wages  of  labor,  had  been  so  extensively  Uiis- 
represented,  out  of  this  Uoase,  that  even  at 
the  risk  of  having  it  suggested  ihat  he  had  made 
Jin  application  of  the  remark  of  the  Senator  to 
himself,  he  rose  to  disclaim  any  such  argu- 
ment. He  had  sever  risen  in  the  Senate,  he 
never  coold  rise  in  the  Seiuie,  and  use  aa  ar- 


gument in  favor  of  reducing  the  wages  of  the 
poor  man's  labor.  He  was  incapable  of  advocat- 
ing any  such  proposition.  He  had  disclaimed  any 
such  arguinent,  over  and  over  again  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, and  be  should  ever  dlMslaim  it  as  orien  as  it 
might  be  impuisd.  If  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
or  any  other  Senator,  should  at  any  time  think 
proper  lo  examine  his  speech,  and  attempt  to  fix 
sach  a  charge  npon  him,  heshonid  at  all  limes  be 
prepared  to  repel  it,  and  prove  that  no  such  doc- 
trine was  comaioed  in- his  speech. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  ram:  and  said  he  had  but  a  few 
remarks  to  make;  but  a  very  general  w^sh  for  ad- 
journment being  expressed. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
.Fridav,  January  39,  1841. 

Mr.  BURKE  ai>ked  the  coasent  of  the  House  to 
offer  a  resolutiop,  that  the  select  committee  appoint- 
ed at  the  last  session  on  the  subject  of  statione- 
ry and  the  letter  of  the  Cle.k,  be  reappointed. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  BURKE  moved  to  suspend  the  rules;  but 
the  motion  w.is  negatived. 

Mr.  MORRIS  of  Ohio  asked  leave  to  iatroduee 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an 
act  to  provide  for  the  safekeeping,  transfer  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  money,"  appioved  July 
4,  1840. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.'MORRIS  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  and 
thereupon  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  MEDILL  inquiied  of  it  would  be  in  order  to 
call  for  the  reading  of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  replying  in  the  affirmaUve, 

Mr.  MEDILL  said  that  be  would  then  call  for 
the  reading  of  It,  as  he  was  very  anxious  to  know 
what  tubMvU  his  colleague  proposed  for  ihe  law 
now  in  force,  and  which  was  sought  to  be  re- 
pealed. 

[  rhe  bill  was  then  t«ad.  It  proposed  no  substi- 
tute J 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and 'resulted— yeas 
79,  nays  97,  as  follow;: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alford,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drews, Bsker,  Boardman,  Bond,  Bolts,  Briggs, 
Casey,  Cbinn,  Cbiitoiden,  James  Cooper,  Crabb, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Cushiog,'  Edward  Davies, 
Oarrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dennb,  Dellei, 
Doe,  Edwards,  Everett,  Fillmore,  James  Oarland, 
Gentry,  Oiddings,aoggin,Oianger,  Green,  Grin- 
nell.  Hall,  Hawes,  Henry,  Hoffmaa,  Hunt,  James, 
Charles  Johnston,  Kempshall,  Lane,  Lincoln, 
MeCany,  Francis  Mallory,  Marvin,  Mason, 
Mitchell,  Monroe,  Moore,  Mor^nin,  Calvary  Mor- 
ris, Osborne,  Pope,  Proflit,  Randall,  Rariden, 
Reed,  Ridgwav,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sergean', 
SimontoD,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stusit, 
Taliaferro,  Ji-hn  B.  Thompson,  Tillingbast,  To- 
land,  Tiiplelt,  Trumbull,  Peter  J.  Wagner,  War- 
ren, Thomas  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams, 
Christopher  H.  WiJliatni',  and  Wise— 79. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Banks,  Blackwell, 
Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Bnrkr,  Sampson  H. 
Butler,  William  0.  Builer,  Bynom,  Carr,  Carroll, 
Chapman,  Clifford,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  WUUam  R. 
Cooper,  Craig,  Crary , 'Cross,  Toomaa  Dav»!,  John 
Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Doan,  DQig,  Dromgoole, 
Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Pine,  Fisher,  Fletcher,  Flnyd, 
Fornance,  Galbraith,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Hand, 
John  Hastings,  Hawkins,  Hillen,  Homes,  Hub- 
bard, Jameson,  Jenifer,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kille,  Leadbetter,  Leonard, 
Lowell,  Lncas,  McClnre,  McCnIlocb,  McKay, 
Meredith  Mallory,  Marchand,  Medill,  Miller, 
Montanya,  Monigomery,  Samuel  W.  Morris, 
Panish,  Parmenier,  Pickens,  Prentiss,  Reynolds, 
Rives,  Edward  Rogers,  James  Rogers,  Samnels, 
Shaw,  Sbepard,  Albeit  Smith,  John  Smith.  Tnoe. 
Smith, Steeorod,  Strong,  Sweney,  Jacob  Themp- 
son,  Tomey,  Vroom,  Weller,  Jar<d  W.  Wil- 
ilams,  Henry  Williams,  and  Worthington.^7. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  JONES  ol  Virginia  moved  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  resume  the  conaidecaiioa  of 
the  Tntautj  note  bill. 


Mr.  QA  WSON  moved  that  the  special  order  bt 
postponed  until  Monday  next,  in  order  that  Uh 
House  might  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  en 
private  bills. 

But  the  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  having  preoedeaer, 
Ihe  question  was  taken  thereon  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  followp: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alford,  Anderson,  Banks, 
Beime,  Bnyd,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
Albert  G  Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler, 
Wm.  O.  Butler,  Bynum,  Juhn  Campbell,  Carr, 
James  Carroll,  Zidok- Casey,  Chapman,  IXtotd, 
Coles,  Connor,  Wm.  R.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Craig, 
Crary,  Cross,  Thomas  Davee,  John  Itevls,  DieheB> 
son,  Djan,  Djig,  Dromgoole,  D.nncan,  Ewl,  BMt- 
man,  Ely,  Evans,  Fine,  Fisher,  Fletcher,  Floyd, 
Fornance,  Galbraith,  Geniry,  Gerry,  Oogtin,  Gra- 
ham, Gnffia,  Hammond,  Hand,  John  Hastings, 
Hawkin!>,  Hill  of  North  Carolina,  HiUen,  Hub- 
bard, Jameson,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson.  Cave  John- 
sin,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kille,  Lead- 
better,  Leonard,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McCarty,  Mc" 
Ciellan,  McClttie,  McCuUoeh,  McKay,  Merediib 
Mallory,  Frauds  Mallory,  Marchand,  Medill, 
Miller,  Montanya,  Montgomery,  S.  W.  Morris, 
Parrish,  Parmenier,  Pickens,  Prendss,  Reynolds, 
Rheit,  Rives,  Edward  Rogers,  John  Rogers,  Sa- 
mnels, Shaw,  Sbepard,  Albert  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Thomas  Smith,  Starkweather,  Steearod,  Strang, 
Sumter,  Sweney,  Jacob 'I1tomp8on,Tumey,  Vroom, 
Weller,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams, 
Lewis  Williams,  Wise,  and  Worthington— 110. 

NAYS— Me.vsrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drews, Baker,  Blackwell,  Boardman,  Bond,  Cal- 
houn, Cbinn,  Chittenden,  James  Cooper,  Mark  A. 
Cooper,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Edward  Danes,  John 
W.  Davis,  Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Den- 
nis, Doe.  Edwards,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Gates,  Gid- 
dlngs.  Granger,  Green,  Grinnell,  Hall,  Henry, 
Hoffman,  Hunt,  James,  Chas.  Johnston,  Wm.  C. 
Johnron,  Kempshall,  King,  Lane,  Lincoln,  Mar- 
vin, Mason,  Monroe,  Manroe,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Calvary  Morris,  Osborne,  Peck,  Pope,  Proffit,  Ran- 
dall, Rariden,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell,  Saltonstall, 
Sergeant,  Simanion,  Slade,  Trnmaa  Smith,  Stoart, 
John  B.  Thompson,  Tillingbast,  Toland,  Triplett, 
Trumbull,  Peter  J  Wsgner' Warren,  TbosMS  W. 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  and  Christopher  H. 
WiUiams— 70. 

So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  ^KHiole  on  the  state  of  the  Umon,  (Mr.  CAsnr 
in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  thecons-deratkm  ol  the 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 
'  Mr.  WISE  then  took  the  floor,  and  was  about  to 
resume  his  remarks,  but  gave  way  to 

Mr.  RHETT,  who  wished  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  whether  the  remark  made  by  him 
on  yesterday,  that  there  was  now  a  member  of  this 
House,  who  tfasin  the  Sj  nth  Carolina  Convention, 
and  who  proposed  a  dissolntion  of  the  Union,  was 
applied  to  himi 

Mr.  WISE  replied  in  the  aflirmaiivc,  and  said 
that  such  was  the  impression  prevailing  in  the 
country  in  1833;  and  if  the  newspapers  at  that  iIbm 
were  to  be  believed,  Mr.  R.  had  actually  proposed, 
or  talked  ofpropoeiog  a  dissolution  of  the  union. 

Mr.  RHETT  said  that  the  gentleman  was  en- 
tirely misinformed;  neither  he  nor  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  convention  of  South  (J|aroliha  ever  pro- 
posed a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  nor  was  any 
such  proposition  ever  made  or  discussed  in  the 
convention. 

Mr.  WISE  was  glad  he  had  made  the  remark, 
for  it  bad  given  tlie  gentleman  from  South  Caroli- 
na an  eppoilnnity  o(  contradicting  it;  and  hoped, 
so  far  at  least  as  the  South  was  concerned,  that  that 
section  of  the  Uni»n  wonld  stand  vindiciUed  fioo 
the  charge  fsrever. 

Mr.  W.  gave  his  views  at  some  length  in  relni 
tion  to  the  public  land*,  and  argued  against  a  dis- 
tribution of  ih*  proceeds  among  the  States.  Radrnr 
than  do  so,  he  inaintaiaed  thai  it  would  be  much 
better  to  appropriate  the  money  for  the  defence  of  the 
Western  frontier;  or,  if  they  did  not  choose  to  do 
that,  the  lauds  might  be  disposed  of  for  the  in- 
crease of  the  navy,  the  building  of  steamships,  Ac 

He  argned  with  much  earnestness  against  the  pa- 
tronage ol  the  Executive  over  the  public  lands, 
which  in  one  year  had  amounted  to  Boldest  tbiw 
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i««B9>flre  niUioDS  of  dollars.  He  considered  it 
dMgvroas  la  the  ezlieme,  and  as  absorbing  in  tis 
gia»  eren  the  State  power. 

While  speakiag  on  this  head,  Mr.  W.  said  he 
would  suppose  that  the  ghost  of  Cicero  had  arisen, 
and  was  valluDg  in  the  streets  of  Hoae  at  mid* 
aigfct 

.  He  would  suppose  the  shade  of  the  illostrious 
statesman  as  meeting  with  an  inhabitant  of  modem 
Rome  in  the  street  at  night,  and  asking  him  how 
long  it  would  be  before  day. 

Tht  inhabitant  pulls  from  his  pccket  a  chrono- 
meter, to  see  tfie  time. 

"Oh!  what's  thai)"  says  the  ghost.- 

"It  is  a  chronomelen  an  instfument  inveAted'by 
the  Qetmass  for  measuring  time." 

"Indeed!"      ' 

The  inhabitant  then  takes  from  his  pocket  an  al- 
manack. 

"Oh!"  says  the  ghost,  "what's  thati" 

"It  is  an  almanae;  it  is  the  art  of  printing,  the 
wonderful  meaas  of  rapidly  transmitting  human 
thought,  and  also  inrented  by  the  Geimans. 

<*0!  bow  wonderful  t"  oxctaims  the  ghost. 

The  ghost  and  the  inhabitant  (hen  knock  at  the 
door  of  several  citizens,  but  ihey  are  all  asleep, 
and  cannot  be  awakened. 

Hie  inhabitant  lh<n  takes  from  his  pocket  a  pis- 
toLand fires  it. 

The  ghrst  starts  and  is  almost  frighlenrd  bsck 
to  bit  grave.    What's  that?  says  be,  in  the  greatest 


"Why,  tt  ii  a  pistol,"  mys  the  inhabitant,  "and 
explains  the  invention  of  gunpowder;  also  invented 
by  the  Qermans." 

"All  invented  by  the  Oermansl"  ays  the  ghost, 
'^aad  what  have  the  Italians  been  doing." 

At  that  moment  a  lazy  lazzarooi  comes  gapiog 
vp,  just  awoke  from  his  sleep.  "This,"  says  tiie 
uuiabitant,  "is  what  they  have  been  doing." 

Mr.  W.  then  applied  this  imaginary  scene  to  the 
present  slats  of  things,  in  relation  to  Executive  pa- 
tronsge,  which,  like  the  Germans,  had  been  ab- 
aorUng  every  thing,  while  the  peoplp,  like  the  laz> 
zaroni,  had  been  gaping  the  while. 

In  concluding,  Mr-  W.  proceeded  to  say  that,  if 
be  differ^  from  his  friends  on  the  present  oocasion, 
il  was  an  honest  difference  arising  from  the  convic- 
tion of  his  own  mind  that  he  was  right.  He  had 
ezprested  himself  In  this  manner  because  he  felt 
bomd  to  put  himself  right. 

Haviog  spoken  against  a  tariff,  and  the  distiibn- 
liom  system,  it  would  be  asked,  what  then  would  he 
do?  Why  he  would  say,  that  constrained  against 
his  will,  he  would  vote  for  the  issoe  of  these  Trea- 
sury notes,  as  a  temporary  remedy  for  the  present 
year,  or  at  least  unul  the  meeting  of  the  next  Con- 
gi*»  in  December. 

It  might  be  asked,  what  would  he  do  for  the  fu- 
tnrtf?  Why,  he  would  fold  his  arms  and  wail.  It 
was  possible  that  he  might  never  come  back  to  that 
House  again,  and  peAaps  some  of  his  friends 
would  be  very  glad  if  he  never  did  come  back.  He 
had  this  to  say,  however,  that  he  could  either  come 
back  or  let  it  alone,  jutt  as  he  pleased.  He  wished 
it  nnderstood,  iboggh,  (hat  he  was  a  candidate  nntil 
he  should  say  publicly  that  he  was  not.  As  to 
whether  be  relumed  or  not,  that  would  all  depend 
apon  private  sonsideraiions.  Bat  if  no',  then  hi» 
Oiends  might  depend  that  he  would,  at  home,  fol- 
low oat  the  same  great  principles  on  which  he  had 
acted  here. 

As  regarded  the  compromise  act,  tba>,  in  his  opi- 
Iiion>  ought  to  be  left  alene,  until  an  actual  and  not 
an  artificial  necessity  shoald  arise.  The  tariff 
qaestion  ought  not  lo  be  toudted  on  account  of  a 
temporary  deficiency. 

Mr.  W.  then  proceeded  to  state  how,  in  his  younger 
days,  he  had  voud  for  General  Jackson,  and  how  he 
had  spUt  frcm^rim  when  that  person,  in  bis  opinion, 
failed  to  support  the  principles  on  which  he  was 
etec'ed.  He  had  saij,  thai  although  General  Jackson 
was  master  of  millions,  he  (Air.  W.)  was  master 
of  him:  elf.  This  he  would  say  again  in  relation  to 
Oe^eral  Harrison. 

Mr  W.  then  contended  that  the  proper  means  of 
sosiainiog  the  Treason  was .  to  husband  their  re- 
aooraes  at  this  time.  Let  there  he  no  disiribalion, 
BO  glTiog  away;  for  (here  cotild  be  no  such  Ibiag 


as  giving  away  from  a  beggar.  The  Treasury  was 
in  a  Slate  of  beggary;  it  was  empty,  and  ihae  was 
nothing  to  give  away.  Let  them  be  honest  and 
pay  their  debu  before  they  tbonght  of  giving  any 
thing  away.  The  common  law  would  permit  no 
will  to  be  ezeeated  before  the  debts  were  first  paid. 
Let  them  p^,  then,  all  their  honest  debts  before 
they  talked  of  a  distribution  of  the  public  lands. 

The  next  means  of  relieving  the  Treasury  was 
to  push  a  vigorous  system  of  rednction.  His  friend 
flrom  Maine,  [Mr.  Evahs]  who  in  oihrr  matters 
was  as  clear  sighted  a  man  as  any  in  ihs  House, 
could  not  see,  the  oUier  day,  how  they  were  to  get 
a  supply  by  reducing  the  expenditures.  Why,  that 
old  philosopher,.  Benjamin  Franklin,  proved  that 
"a  penny  saved  was  a  penar  got,"  and  be  was  snr^ 
prised  that  hb  friend  from  Maine  could  not  com- 
prehend it. 

But  it  was  contended,  that  there  could  be  no  re> 
dnction.  This  was  not  to.  There  could  be  a  re- 
duction, and  a  great  reduction,  too.  He  had  said 
this  before  the  election,  and  he  again  asserted  it 
now.  There  cjuld  be  a  very  great  reduction,  and 
that  reduction  onght  to  be  pnshed  rigorously. 

Mr.  W.  then  noticed,  as  one  means  of  reduc- 
tion, a  reformation  among  the  office  hoUers.  He 
urged  that  office  holders.oaghc  no  longer  to  be  per- 
mitted or  expected  to  take  part  in  politics.  They 
onght,  said  he,  to  be  compelled  to  remain  at  their 
desks,  with  their  heads  upon  their  business,  and 
the  pen  in  their  hands,  and  to  be  required  to 
nrind  that  besinrss.  If  this  p!an  sboald  be 
adopted,  and  every  neglect,  in  point  of  time, 
or  other  iitat'enlioo,  however  small,  punished  with 
instant  dismissal,  then  the  Oovernmeni  would  be 
benefited  to  a  great  degree  even  in  this  matter. 
Here  alene  would  be  a  great  saving.  But,  said 
Mr.  W.  let  the  abominable  system  of  proscription 
for  politinl  opinion  be  abolished.  For  his  part  he 
dkl  not  like  this  constant  changing  of  office  holders 
for  opinion^  take,  by  which  men  were  frequently 
brought  in  who  were  not  capable  of  performing  the 
duties.  If  a  man  was  found  to  be  competent,  and 
minded  bis  business,  why  not  let  him  remain,  in- 
stead of  havmg  these  constant  removal',  by  which 
the  Government  was  put  to  a  gr^at  expense  by  the 
appointment  of  incompetent  persons.  HC  had  al- 
ways denounced  ihls  system  of  proscription,  and 
would  they,  after  condemning  its  practice  by'tbe 
Loco  Focos,  be  guilty  of  it  tbemselvesi 

Mr.  W.  concluded  by  expressing  his  opinion  that 
a  National  Bank  would  be  the  only  effectual  means 
of  preserving  a  sound  currency,  and  his  belief  that 
General  Harrison  would  be  hui  own  President  and. 
act  for  himself. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  then  obtained  the  floor,  but 
gave  way  for  a  motion  that  the  committee  rite; 
and 

On  tha|qa«8tiott  being  taken,  there  were— ayes  45, 
noes  73,  no  qnorum  voting. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  that  fact 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  moved  a  call  of  the  House, 
but  it  was  not  ordered. 

Mr.  RIYB8  ^d,  that  since  the  vote  had  been 
counted,  a  sufficient  numbers  of  members  had 
come  in  to  constitute  a  quorum. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STANLY,  the  House  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  autho- 
rizing the  issue  of  Treasury  notes. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  then  commenced  his  remarks 
in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  in  rrpU  to  several  gentle- 
men on  the  opposite  side  « ho  had  prectded  him; 
but,  wiihuBt  coQcludinf ,  gave*  way  for  a  motion 
that  the  ccmmitiee  rise,;  and 

Oa  that  question  a  division  «a$  called  for,  when 
there  appeared— ajies  19,  noes  20— no  qootnm. 

The  committee  then  rote  and  tcporied  that  (act 
to  ihe  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  a-^krd  leave  lo  offer  the  following 
r(soluti(  n,  which  *iS  adopted: 

Rmolttd,  That  the  instructors  of  the  pupils  of  Ihe 
asylom  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  a^xi  the  eOoealion 
of'^  the  blind,  be  authorized  to  exhibit  the  progress 
of  their  said  pupils  in  this  Hall  for  one  hour  and  a 
half  oa  Monday  morning  next,  before  the  mectiDg 
of  tbcHoose. 


Mr.  VANOBRPOBL  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ; and  thereupon 

Mr.  ANDREWS  called  for  the  yeat  andnars; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were— yeas  51,  nays  23. 

So  the  Hoi^  adjourned. 

NoTi.— Mr.  BsATTv  was  in  the  House,  but 
not  in  hit  seat,  when  bis  name  was  called  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Jonas  of  Virginia,  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  If  Mr.  B.  bad  been  present, 
he  would  have  voted  in  the  a^riMliee. 

IN  SENATE. ' 
SiTDBDAT,  January  30, 1841. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  the  credentials  of 
the  Hon.  William  C.  RiTEs.elected  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Virginia  a  Senator  from 
that  State  for  six  years  from  the  4ih  of  March, 
1839;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  RIVBS  then  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  bis  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  presented  Ihe  credentials  of  the 
Hod.  Jamks  F.  Simmons,  elected  by  the  Lf  gitla- 
turc  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  a  Senator  from 
that  State  for  six  years  from  the  4ih  of  March  next; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  showing  the 
necessity  of  a  further  appropriation  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  preparatory  survey  and  exploration  of 
the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  commnnicaiion  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, with  a  statement  of  the  appropriations  for 
naval  service  durins  the  year  1840;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Maine,  remonstrating  against  the  repeal  of 
the  fishing  bounties;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  MOUTON  presented  the  memorial  of  E. 
Gooon,  praying  (he  a'loplion  of  a  system  of  tele- 
graphs to  be  established  between  ihe  cities  of 
Washing'on  an  1  New  York;  which  was  referred 
lo  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
a<-ked  and  obtainecl  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  con- 
linaein  force  the  first  section  of  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Virginia 
military  land  warrants,  and  retaming  surveys 
thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office,  approved  July 
7, 1838;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  it  was  ordered  that 
Christian  Orandorf  kave  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition  and  papers. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  referreS  a  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  an  act  to  grant  certain  relinquished 
and  unappropriated  lands  to  the  State  of  Alabama, 
for  the  pnrpc^  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the 
Tennessee,  Coosa,  Cahawba,  and  Black  Warrior 
rivers,  approved  May  33,  1838,  and  the  several 
acts  supplementary  and  amendatory  thereto;  re- 
ported the  same  wiihout  amendment. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  Juan  Belgar;  and    . 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal,  heirs  and  re- 
presenutives  of  William  Conway,  were  severally 
considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after 
being  amended,  on  moiion  by  Mr.  MoOTON, 
were  ordered  to  be  engro.«sed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  joint  if  solution  for  the  relief  of  Laogtree 
and  0'3ulu»an  was  taken  up,  and  was  advocated 
by  Messrs.  TAPPAN  and  PRESTON,  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  CLAY  of  Alabama  and  8BVIEB; 
but  without  coming  lo  any  cosclosion  thereon — 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  the  Se- 
nate proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special 
order — 

PERMANENT  PR03PECTIVE  PRE  EMPTION  LAW. 
The  bill  to  establish  a  perinaneai  pro»pecu»e 
pr^-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands  who  shall  inhabit  and  caliivate  the  same, 
and  raise  a  Ipg^abin  thereon,  was  Uken  up,  the 
question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr-  CairraMDm 
to  recommit  (he  bill  with  iutinetioiu  to  leport  a 
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bill  for  Ibe  distribution  of  ihe  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  poblio  lands  among  the  Stales. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  wbo  was  entitled  to  tfa«  fl«tr, 
leplied  at  leoeih  lo  ihe  argnmenis  of  Messrs.  Clit 
tif  Kenlneky  and  Web  tir,  and  demonstrated  the 
vneonitiiationaliiy  of  (be  disiribation  measare,  and 
vindicated  ihe  meaftue  of  cession  from  the  attacks 
of  those  gentlemen. 

He  was  was  followed  in  the  debate  by  Mtsna. 
MANOUM  and  WEBSTER,  and  replied  to  those 
gentlemen. 

Mr.  YOUNQ  then  took  the  floor,  and  after  a 
few  explanatory  remarks,  proposed  as  an  amend- 
ment to  Mr.  CftiTTEHDEN's  molion  to  substitate  for 
it  the  bill  of  Mr,  CiLnonif,  proposing  lo  cede  the 
lands  to  the  Stales  within  which  ibey  lie,  upon 
certain  conditions,  which  be  hoped  woald  be  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
subject  po6lM>ned  until  Monday. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  assented  to  this  coarse, 
bat  hoped  as  the  debate  on  this  question  bid  al- 
ready lasted  four  weeks,  that  it  would  be  finally 
disposed  of  on  Monday  evening. 

And  the  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Satordat,  January  30,  1841. 

Mr.  PICKENS,  by  consent,  introdoced  the  fol- 
lowing  resolution: 

JResatvti,  That  the  President  be  reqnesled  to  com- 
manicaie  to  this  Hoosr,  if  not  incompatible  with 
the  public  interest,  any  information  or  correspond- 
ence he  may  have  in  relation  to  recent  seizures  or 
search  of  any  of  our  vessels  upon  the  coast  of 
Africa,  or  elsewhers,  by  Briti»b  cruisers  or  autho- 
rities, and  the  cause  of  such  search  or  seizure,  and 
the  authority  under  which  they  bare  been  made. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  the  following: 

"And  also  copies  of  all  correspondence  between 
the  Governments  of  the  United  Slates  and  Oreat 
Britain  relating  to  the  African  sUve  trade,  from 
the  3d  of  March,  1837,  and  of  despatches  from 
Nathaniel  P.  Trisi,  Consal  of  the  United  Sutesat 
Havana,  to  the  Department  of  Slate,  relating  in 
any  way  to  the  said  African  shve  trade." 

Mr.  PICKENS  accepted  this  amendment  u  a 
modification  of  his  resolution. 

And  the  resoloiion,  thus  amended,  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CUSHINQ,  the  Hoo!«  cen- 
cnrred  in  the  following  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
adopted  on  the  28ih  lost. 

Rttolvtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  join 
snch  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  ibe  part  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  to  ascertain  and  re- 
port a  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
of  notifying  the  persons  elected  of  their  election. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
,  lowing  communication;,  viz: 

I.  From  the  Treasury  Department,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  17ih 
of  December,  as  (o  the  manner  in  which  the  Inde- 
pendent Treasury  has  been  carried  into  effect. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
'    II.  From  the  Navy  Department,  in  obedience  to 
the  resolation  of  the  House  of  the  8ih  inst.  calling 
for  info'rmation  in  regard  to  the  Navy  pension 
fund. 

Laid  on  ihe  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

III.  From  the  same  Department,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  second  section  of  the  act 
of  Congress  of  May  1.  1830,  entitled  "An  act  in 
addition  to  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment 
of  the  Tteasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments; 
showing  the  annnai  statement  of  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1840,  and 
the  amonnt  appropriated  under  each  specific  bead, 
the  amount  expended  under  each,  and  the  ba- 
lances remaining  in  the  Treasury  on  the  31st  of 
December,  1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

IV.  From  the  Treasury  Department,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  resolntioKs  of  the  Hoase  of  the 
9Sd  of  December,  calling  upon  the  Secretary  to 
report  to  the  House  the  amoont  of  Treasury  notes 
and  drufis  that  have  been  issued,  and  drawn  sine; 
the  first  of  January,  1840,  with  the  rrspeetive  dates 
l^t  which  snch  notes  and   drafts  have  been  issued 


and  drawn;  together  with  the  names  of  the  persons 
to  whom,  or  in  whose  fator,  and  fur  whose  benefit 
such  drafts  have  been  drawn,  acd  the  service, 
consideration,  or  object  for  which  they  have  been 
drawn;  aUo,  at  what  time  or  times,  and  what 
amount  of  Treasaty  notes,  if  any,  have  been  depo- 
sited with  any  of  the  banks;  and  if  any , which  of  such 
banks,  and  at  what  time;  what  amount  and  what 
description  of  funds,  if  any,  were  received  from 
the  banks  in  which  snob  deposites  were  made,  and 
whether  (aid  money  was  left  in  depoiite  ia  said 
banks,  or  transferred  to  the  Independent  or  Sub- 
Treasury,  as  directed  by  law,  and  at  what  time  the 
interest  commenced  on  the  notes  thus  deposited. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

V.  Prom  the  State  Department,  in  compliance 
with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  27th  instant, 
relative  to  the  census  returns  from  the  Marshal  of 
the  district  of  Connecticut. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

YI. '  From  the  President  of  the  United  States,  as 
follows: 

TV   tk*  Btnate  and  House  i>/  Reprt$entttiou  «f  llu 
United  Slatet: 

In  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congreis  of  the  3  J 
of  March,  1829, 1  herewith  transmit  to  Congress 
the  ttrelfih  annual  report  of  the  Boani  of  Inspectors 
of  ihe  Penitentiary  of  Ihe  District  of  Columbia. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
Washinotoii,  Jannary  39,  1841. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

VII.  Another  message  from  the  President,  viz: 
T»  the  Umu  of  Befreaentatmte: 

By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  herewith 
communicated,  and  the  accompanying  paper;,  it 
appears  that  an  additional  approptiation  is  necessa- 
ry, if  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  Congress  that  the 
preparatory  exploration  and  survey  of  the  North- 
eastern  boundary  of  the  United  States  should  be 
eomplated. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
Wasrimoton,  Jan.  99i  1841. 

Relerred  lo  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afljirs, 
and  ordered  to  b«  printed. 

VIII.  From  the  Navy  Department,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  recent  resolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, tran'mitiinc  copies  of  naval  courts 
martial  in  the  caies  of  Commodore  Smoot  and 
Lieutenants  Sharpe  and  Stallings. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Tiie  following  bill  and  resolution  from  the  Se- 
nate were  then  read  a  fit  stand  second  lime,  viz: 

An  act  authorizing  the  settlement  and  payment 
of  certain  claims  of  ibe  State  of  Alabama:  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims.    . 

A  rerolution  anlhorizing  sets  of  ibe  standard 
weights  and  measures  to  be  fumi»hed  to  the  War 
Department:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

On- motion  of  Mr.  JoMtts  of  Virginia,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  en 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Caset  in  the  chair,) 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  autho- 
rizing the  issue  of  five  millions  of  dollars  in  Trea- 
sury notes. 

Mr.  HUBBARP  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  re- 
sumed his  remarks  from  yesterday  in  favor  of  the 
bill.  He  went  on  to  show  that  in  the  course  of  the 
debate,  there  was  no  necessity  for  going  into  the 
merits  of  the  last  election  and  other  matter!^.  The 
only  qoestion  was  on  the  merits  of  Ihe  bill  then  be- 
fore the  committee,  and  to  that  alone  ought  the  de- 
bate to  be  confined.  But  inasmuch  as  members  on 
the  other  side  bad  gone  into  the  merits  of  other 
subjects,  he  would  consider  himself  as  justified  in 
slightly  noticing  them.  He  then  gave  his  views  on 
the  subject  of  the  distribuiion'of  the  public  lands 
and  taxation,  both  direct  and  indirect. 

Mr.  H.  then  showed  the  great  profits  that  a  Na- 
tional Bank  must  derive  from  the  keeping  of  ihe 
public  deposites.  The  enemies  of  the  Sub-Treasu- 
ry system  had  urged  that,  by  that  scheme,  Qovern- 
mrni  would  keep  all  the  money.  But  wonid  not  a 
National  Bank  keep  all  the  profits  firom  the  use  of 
the  immense  amount  of  the  puhlie  uoaeyl  Certain* 
ly  it  would.  That  being  the  case,  the  batHi,  if  es> 
tablished,ought  to  be  required  to  pay  a  proper  bonus. 


so  that  the  peaple  might  have  the  worth  of  their 
money. 

In  regard  lo  Ihe  false  charge  of  tiie  Oppostion, 
that  this  Administration  wished  to  reduce  the 
price  of  labor,  Mr.  H.  said  this  was  in  eonfwmity 
with  the  old  rule  <  f  the  Opprei  ion,  in  charging  the 
Admiolstration  with  what  they  were  aiming  to  do 
themselves.  He  then  argued  that  the  enormona 
expenditures  he  anticipated  would  be  made  whea 
Gtenetal  Harrison  came  into  power,  wonld  be  » 
sure  means  of  reducing  the  price  of  l^ibor. 

Speaking  of  the  proposed  loan,  advocated  bf 
some  gentleman  on  the  oth«r  side,  Mr.  H.  declared 
that  the  State  of  Alabama  wotald  not  accept  a  loan 
which  would  make  her  condition  worse  thu  H 
wai  before.  .Besides,  the  prefent  distressed  con- 
dition ip  the  money  market  in  France  and  England, 
rendered  it  extremely  doubtful  whether  a  lout, 
could  be  obtained,  if  antborizsd. 

After  some  further  remarks  in  relation  to  the 
public  lands,  Mr.  H.  alluded  to  the  specie  dreolar 
of  the  !ate  President  Jackfon.  He  showed  tfaM  if 
that  ciitjolar  had  not  been  issued,  Ibe  whole  public 
domain  would  have  been  swept  away  by  wonhleaa 
bank  paper,  and  then  the  Oppoiition  party  would 
have  blamed  the  Executive  for  permitting  it. 

Mr.  JENIFER  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
spoke  against  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  and  In 
favor  of  a  loan. 

After  some  remarks  in  relation  to  the  argnmentt 
niged  by  Mr.  Wi!<z  against  an  extra  session,  Mr. 
J.  proceeded  to  contend  that  if  Oen.  Harrison 
should  call  an  extra  session  at  the  earliest  praeuea- 
ble  period,  he  wonld  be  carrying  out  the  principles 
on  which  he  was  elected.  If  au  extra  session 
should  be  called  only  to  repeal  the  Sub-Treasury 
law,  that  would  be  of  itself  a  sufficient  reason. 

Mr.  J.  went  on  to  express  his  regret  that  ia  ihe 
three  days'  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Wist]  that  gentleman  had  not  assumed  aria- 
gie  position  which  could  be  sanctioned  by  his  politieat 
friends. 

Mr.  J.  then  proceeded  at  some  length  to  eoniro- 
vert  the  conclusions  drawn  by  Mr.  W.  in  relation 
to  the  effects  of  a  tariff  on  foreign  wine*,  silks,  etc 
He  (Mr.  J.)  argued  that  this  course  ought  lo  ba 
pursued  by  us  as  a  matter  of  self-defence,  and  thtt 
to  act  upon  Ibis  principle  wonld  be  sound  poli^. 
If  France  had  the  right  to  lay  restrictive  datie*  on 
American  good.°,  then  we  had  the  same' right  to  taif 
an  impost  on  her  wines  and  silks;  for  he  contended 
that  the  introduction  of  silks  here  was  a  benefit  lo 
France,  and  an  injury  to  the  cotton  planter. 
•  Mr.  J<  then  went  into  the  merits  of  the  tobaoeo 
interest,  and  referred  ai  great  length  to  the  policy  of 
this  conntry  and  France  in  relation  to  it. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  next  obtained  the  floor, 
but  yielded  it  to 

Mr.  CUSHINQ,  who  made  a  brief  explanation, 
to  the  effoci  ihat  the  views  of  the  North  on  the  tariff 
qoesiion  were  conciliatory. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  was  then  aboat  to  proceed, 
when,  a(  Ibe  solicitation  of  his  friends,  he  again 
yielded  the  floor;  and  a  molion  was  made  that  the 
comiaittee  rose. 

A  division  being  called,  no  qnorum  voted. 

The  committee  then  roar,  and  reported  that  fact 
to  the  House. 

A  molion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  and  it  mm 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  foUowr;  je»s  53, 
nays  29. 

So  the  House  adjourned.  ' 

IN  SENATE, 
MoNDAT,  February  1, 1841. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitiin'  abstraMs 
of  the  general  returns  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  their  arms,  accoutrements,  and  am- 
mnnition  for  the  year  1839;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  are  the  numbers  of  dte  militia  in 
the  respective  S'ates  and  Territories,  as  given  ia 
the  Adjutant  General's  return: 

Maine    .  /^^  4633d 

NewHattpohire^^u    V^QO(    5W.768 
Mataaohosetu    -oovv^iv^v^      g^g^^ 

Vermont  .  36,307 

Rhode  Island     .  .  ,  4,491 
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■ill 


Oonneetient 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pwjwylvtnia 

IMaware 

Maryland 

"t^inia 

ITonh  Carolina  . 

Soaih  Carolina  . 

Georgia 

Alabama 

Lonisiaiia 

Mississippi 

Teimesse* 

Kentocky 

Obio 

nMuBa  • 

llHaois  . 

Missouri 

Arkansas 

Miebigaa 

Florida  Territoiy 

Wkikoafuik 

Iowa 

DMrfet  of  Colombia 


43  176 

163,173 

39,171 

303281 

0,229 

.46,864 

105.522 

65  218 

48  817 

57,319 

44333 

14,808 

36  084 

60,933 

83  335 

146  428 

53  913 

27,386 

34,856 

3,028 

5,476 

827 

5,333 

1,249 


Total  .  1,493  444 

Also,  a  eomnranication  from  the  Gtorfraor  of 
I«wa,  tranTuittiag  resolntions  of  tlie  Legislative 
(Jooneil  on  varioaa  sabjeets;  wbieb  were  referred  to 
Ute  appropriate  eommittees. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  piesenied  a  memorial  very  na- 
merootly  signed  by  merchants  of  Charleston,  re- 
■hmstrating  against  the  passage  of  a  baakropt 
law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
^nied. 

Mr.  WRiaHT  presented  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Oneida  coonty, '  rrmonstra'ing  sgainst  the 
passage  of  any  banknipt  law  which  will  be  retro- 
aelive  in  its  operation;  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  b«  printed. 

Mr.  W>  also  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  a 
▼cry  laife  anmber  of  the  merpbants  and  business 
aoen  of  the  city  of  Albany,  against  the  passage  of  a 
baakn^t  law  similar  to  that  of  the  last  tenion; 
irhicb  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
fprinted^^ 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
'  titizens  of  the  borough  and  eonnty  of  Erie,  asking 
'  an  appropriation  to  complete  the  constraciion  of  the 
barbgr  at  that  place.  Mr.  B.  adverted  to  the  great 
importance  of  this  harbor,  in  case  difficalties  should 
ariae  Widt  our  neighbor  en  the  northern  side  of  the 
lakes,  and  said  that  withoat  rariher  appropriatious 
were  made  to  coniplete  it,  all  that  had  been  hereto-' 
fore  spent  woold  have  been  spent  in  vain.  He 
asked  that  the  memorial  might  be  printed,  and  re- 
tored  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  KING  reinarked  that  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  had  alrendy  taken  this  snbjeet  into  con- 
sideration, and  wooid  report  the  reanlt  of  their  de- 
liberations at  an  eaily  day.  The  memorial  was 
Umb  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gblatwe  of  the  Slate  of  Delaware  in  favor-of  a  dk- 
tribntioa  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  Siaies.  Mr.  CLAYTON  and 
Mr.  BAYARD  snbmitted  som  t  remarks  in  con- 
ncetion  with  this  enbjcet,  in  the  conr.'e  of  which 
Mr.  B.  intimated  his  intention  at  the  next  teaion 
to  submit  a  ntpiion  to  cipnoge  the  expangmg  reso- 
lution. The  resolutions  ware  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to.be  printed. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  memorials  of  citizens  of 
Oteene  and  Scott  coanties,  Illinois,  praying  the 
eftablisbmeikt  of  certain  post  routes;  which  were 
rdkned  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Ptat  Roads. 

'  Mr.  Y.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
St.  Louis,  asking  for  aid  in  the  constroetion  of  tbs_ 
Mount  Carmel  and  New  Albany  Railread  Compa-~ 
ny,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

.  Mr.  CLAY  of  Keataeky  presented  the  memorial 
ol  eiiiscDS  of  Logan  oovniy,  Ohio,  asking  for  the 
r&ognition  of  Hayii  and  the  establishment  of  di- 
plbmade  relations  therewith.  Mr.  C.  said  as  ao- 
ihbq;  eonid  be  done  with  this  subject  at  tJie  jmseat 
teisidB,  U  indetd  any  thing  oag&t  to  be  done  af  all. 


be  weakl  move  that  the  memorial  should  be  laid  on 
the  table;  whidi  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STURGEON  said  he  held  in  his  hand  reso- 
lutions passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
instructing  bis  eoHeagae  and  himself  to  vote  for  a 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  among  the  States  agreeably  to  their  ratio 
of  representation.  He  should  obey  the  general 
tenor  of  the  resolution*,  and  role  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Kf  ntneky,  [Mr.  Cut- 
rcMncnJ  to  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate. 

Although  he  was  not  among  those  who  bad-  im- 
plicit faith  in  legislative  instructions,  nor  would  be 
yieM  them  implicit  obedience,  yet  while  he  held  a 
seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,'  he  should 
feri  disposed  to  conform  in  bis  vote  to  the  wishes  of 
the  people  of  the  State  which  heliad  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent;  and  as  he  was  inclined  to  believe 
that  a  majority  of  the  jKople  ef  the  Stale  of  Penn- 
sylvania may  be  at  this  time  in  favor  of  a  disfribn- 
tion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
be  wasdfeposed  to  take  die  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature as  collateral  evidence,  and  collateral  evi* 
dence  alone,  of  the  fact.  He  should  cast  his  vote 
accordingly. 

The  resolntions  were  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  memorial  of  a 
aomber  of  citizens  ef  Pennsylvania,  asking  that 
a  duty  may  be  imposed  on  foreign  lilk,  for  the 
protection  of  the  American  silk  grower.  Mr.  B. 
said  he  was  entirely  favorable  to  the  object  of  the 
memorialists,  but  as  he  bad  stated  at  dte  last  tes- 
sion,  the  Senate  had  no  power  to  ordinate  a  reve- 
nue bill.  ^  The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  presented  a  memorial  of  dii- 
zens  of  Orange  county  in  favor  of  a  bankrupt  law; 
which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MOUTON  presented  resolntiona  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Louisiana  in  (hvor  of  the  passage  of  a 
genera,  bankrupt  law,  which  were  raid,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MOUTON,  the  petition  and 
papers  ot  the  heirs  of  Peter  Walker,  and  the  papers 
of  the  heirs  of  Antonio  Gras,  were  referred  to  the 
Ck>mmitte*  on  Private  Land  Ctaims.  ' 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  memorials  of  citizens  of 
Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa,  praying  the  esta- 
blishment of  mail  routes;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Ommittf  e  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  .  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Michigan,  in  favor  of  the  passage 
of  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  completion 
of  all  lake  harburs  commenced  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States;  which  were  read,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Comnaerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  William  A. 
Wbitthead,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  KING,  fiwm  the  Committee  on  Commeree, 
to  which  was  refSerred  the  bill  directing  a  survey  to 
ascertain  the  praetieability  and  ezpaose  of  con. 
strueiiDg  a  passage  from  Albemarle  Sound  to  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  reported  the  same  with  an  amend- 
mcDL 

Mr.  K.  also,  from  the  same  obnunittee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  memorial  asking  for  the  erection 
of  a  new  custom  house  at  Philadelphia,  moved  to 
be  discharged  from  the  furdier  consideratioii  of  the 
subject. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  the  motion 
to  discharge  the  rommittee  was  laid  on  the  table. 
BILLS  PASSED. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Juan  Belgar;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  heirs  and  re- 
presentatives of  William  Conway, 
were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed^ 
ORDERS  OF  TliE  DAY. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Babin, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Ds  Passau,  of 
Louisiana, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Compton,  as- 
signee and  representative  of  Gairigues  Flaajae, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeaa  Baptiste  Comean, 

The  bill  eoaflraiing  tlM  claim  ef  Jean  Bfepiiste 
Comeaa  to  a  tract  of  (and  in  Lonisiaaa,  and 


"      The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Irgal  representatives 
of  Tberese  Malelte,  widow  of  Gajpard  mole, 
were  severally  eonridercd  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

PERMANENT  FROSPECTTVE  PKE-EirPTION  LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  public 
lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  ealtivate  the  same,  and 
raise  a  leg  cabin  theieon,  was  taken  up,  the  question 
beinz  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  CairraHDEM  to  recommit 
the  bill,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  the  distri- 
bution of  the  proceeds  ef  (he  sales  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  States,  which  Mr.  Yooho  had  on  Satur- 
day proposed  to  am>nd  by  a  motion  to  substitute 
for  it  the  bill  of  Mr.  Cilhoun,  proposing  to  cede 
the  lands  to  the  States  within  which  diey  lie,  upon 
certain  conditions. 

Mr.  YOUNG  addressrd  the  Senate  at  length  in 
favor  of  his  motion,  and  in  defence  of  the  preemp- 
tive  policy. 

Mr.  FULTON  followed  on  the  same  side,  who 
advocated  the  cession  bill  as  a  measure  of  justice 
doe  to  sovereign  States. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  then  obtained  the  floor,  but,  it 
being  late,  yielded  to  a  motion  for  adjournment 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
MoMDAT,  February  1,  1841. 

After  the  joomal  was  read, 

The  Hon.HINES  HOLT,  of  Georgia,  elected  to 
fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  ef 
the  Hon.  W.  T.  Colquitt,  appeared,  was  qualified, 
and  tock  his  seat. 

MILEAGE. 

The  SPS&KBR  stated  that  a  member  from 
Kentncl^,  Mr.  S.  Wiuums,  who  was  confined  to 
his  room  by  indisposition,  had  presented  to  him  an 
account  .for  short  mileage  at  a  previous  Congress. 
He  did  not  feel  authorized  to  issue  a  warrant  for 
the  payment  of  the  account,  as  it  related  to  a  time 
when  the  chair  was  not  occupied  by  the  present  in- 
cumbent. Such  eases  as  this  had  formerly  been 
adjusted  by  the  Committee  of  Aceonnts;  but  since 
the  creation  of  the  Cemmiitee  on  Milea|^  that 
committee  considered  its  duties  on  the  subjttit  as 
superseded.  The  present  Committee  on  Mileage 
did  not  conceive  that  it  could  go  behind  the  present 
Congress;  and  the  Sfukcs  said  be  was  left  the 
only  alternative  of  submitting  the  matter  to  the 
House  for  their  disposal. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  Spckee  settle  and 
adjust  the  account.    But, 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  SMITH  of 
Maine,  JOHNSON  of  Virginia.  THOMPSON  of 
South  Carotiaa.  MORGAN,  WILLIAftlSof  Con- 
neciiout,  and  WHITE  of  Kentucky, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ORINNBLL,  the  snbjeet  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

,  Treasury  note  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the  Honae 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Cakkt  in  the  cluir,) 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  autho- 
rizing the  i^sne  of  Treasury  notes. 

Mr.  VANDBRPOBL  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 
observed  that  there  was -no  member  of  the,comiiail- 
tee  who  had  the  least  doubt  bat  that  the  bill  wotild 
pass;  and  yet,  although  there  was  an  immediate  ne- 
cessity fur  its  passsge,  honorable  genttemea  bad 
selected  it  as  a  mark  at  which  to  commence  a  sort 
of  fire  agaiasi  the  Administration.  At  such  a  time, 
when  the  Treasury  was  in  immediate  want  of  relief, 
he  would  leave  it  to  their  own  consciences  to  say 
how  magnaaimotis  was  such  conduct. 

Mr.  V.  then  procreded  to  notice  the  unfounded 
charges  of  the  Oppositioi;  in  relation  to  the  report 
of  tte  Secreta^  of  the  Treasury.  A  gentlemaa 
from  Maine  [Mr.  BviMs]  h&d  contended  that  die 
Secretary  had  given  nopievious  intimation  that  the 
Treasury  would  require  relief.  Such  was  not  the 
ease.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  Secreta- 
ry had  again  and  again  called  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  the  fact,  and  asked  the  adoption  of  such 
measures  as  would  afford  relief.  But  no  attention 
was  paid  to  the  waraiag;  a  deaf  ear  was  turned  to ' 
every  lemoastraaot,  and  D»  Secretary  )^^)  to  go 
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tt»«^e,  *«o  unfair  and  BD just. 
^^"mftWt  of  justice  to  the  Secretary,  Mr.  V. 
read  (he  loWing  cxtrett  ftom  lh«  annual  report, 
to  show  that  *»  atieniion  of  Congress  had  been 
■gain  called  to  the  matter  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session: 

"ft  will  be  observed,  howevrr,  that  thoagh,  un- 
der either  of  these  arrangements,  enough  might  be 
obtained  wlibia  the  whole  of  1841  for  the  objects 
contemplated,  yet  not  a  dne  c|f  sufficient  proportion 
in  the  first  quarter;  becanse  bj  (hat  lime  all  the 
measoreft  are  not  likely  to  go  into  full  operation, 
nor  mneh  of  the  anticipated  increace  to  happen  in 
the  actnal  rec:ipta  of  duties  under  existing  Uw«. 
Unusaally  heavy  expenses  will  also  fall  on  that 
quarter  in  the  next  year.  In  addition  to  a  full  por> 
tinn  of  most  of  the  current  expenses,  and  the 
•  whole  peasion  payments  for  the  first  half  of  the 
'  year,  a&d  one-tbird  of  a  million,  or  mnre,  for  all 
the  annual  fishing  bounties,  there  will  be  imposed 
on  it  most  of  the  charKrs  for  the  whole  year  ron- 
/  nected  with  the  sestion  of  Covgre»  and  private 
bills,  as  well  as  large  payments  for  taking  the  cen- 
sus, and  far  the  first  instalment  of  the  debt  of  this 
District;  several  of  them  as  early  even  as  the  first 
day  of  January. 

"From  these  eirenmsiances,  and  the  considera- 
tioos  that  all  which  is  dae  from  the  banks  may  not 
he  then  paid,  and  that  the  balance  in  the  Treasury, 
nnder  the  policy  adopted  by  Congress  of  late  yean, 
will  of  necessity  be  small,  while  the  flaetnations 
and  inequalities  are  very  great  btlwern  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  in  different  portions  of  the  year, 
to  which  we  are  constantly  exposed  from  causes 
that  have  on  former  occasions  been  explained  at 
length,  it  most  be  obvious  that  entire  safety  re- 
quires a  eoadttional  power  to  be  seasonaUy  confer^ 
red  on  the  Executive  to  obtain  at  an;  time  within 
1841  snch  subsidiary  means  as  may  be  needed  for 
a  few  months,  and  as  may  be  sufficient  to  enable 
the  Treasury  pnoctnall^  to  discharge,  during  that 
year,  all  the  liabilities  imposed  by  Congress."     ' 

How,  then,  could  the  gentleman  say  that  no  inti- 
mation hud  been  given  that  the  Treasury  would  re 
quire  relief  1 

Mr.  V.  then  prrceeded  to  notice  the  glaring  in- 
consistencies of  those  memberj  of  the  Opposition 
who  bad  spoken  on  the  bill.  One  contended  that 
the  amount  atkei  for  was  extravagant,  while 
another  would  Contend  that  it  was  not  enough. 
What  answer  could  be  given  when  mth  inconsis- 
tencies were  exhibited — when  hot  andy  cold  were 
blown  ia  the  same  breath. 

After  some  further  remarks  on  this  head,  Mr. 
y.  observed  that  a  gentleman  from  Tennessee  bad 
pronounced  the  Administration  as  a  "nigjardly" 
Administration.  Also,  that  the  Admiaislraiion 
coming  into  power  was  the  first  one  that  had  to  de- 
peHd  on  the  Administration  go!ng  out  for  its  su»te- 
n«nee  during  the  year.  As  for  the  charge  of  being 
"niggardly j"  asid  Mr.  V.  we  are  too  dseply  im- 
pressed wtih  th-t  wants  of  the  coming  Ad- 
mini'tration  to  be  niggardly;  But  however 
large  might  be  the  som  appropriated,  it 
Would  not  be  near  (uSicient  to  satisfy  the 
swarm  of  lean,  lank,  ravenous  'expeciantJ,  vbo 
were  hastening  onwards.  But  although  it  was  es- 
sential that  a  supply  to  the  coming  Administration 
should  be.  made  with  liberality,  yet  it  would  not  do 
to  act  with  prodigality.  Whea  young  men  come 
inlopossenioaof  their  esta'es,  it  was  proper  that 
they  should  be  restrained  in  the  qfiending  of  ibeir 
money  at  first,  otherwise  they  would  ma  into  ex- 
travagant expenditures,  whi^  would  soon  prove 
minoas. 

So,  while  some  geotlemen  were  denonnenig  the 
present  AdminisinUon  for  extravagaace,  here  tras 
the  gentleman  flrom  TemMsste  complaining  that 
the  appropriations  were  "niggardly."  It  was  a 
great  pity,  observed  Mr.  Y.  that  the  gentlemen  did 
not  take  the  precaution  to  examine  eaebcher** 
briefs,  before  they  commenced  the  attack,  and  were 
guilty  cf  such  discrepancies,  and  palmed  them 
upon  the  House. 

The  great  end  aimed  at  by  all  was  to  show  there 
was  a  great  4iht,  alihongh'  they  all  travelled  by 
different  roads  to  attain  that  end.  He  (Mr.  V.) 
wu  at  itsi  em^nasaed  to  khow  what  90|il4  be  tiw 
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ohjeat  el  thote  gentlemen,  in  their  great  anxiety  to 
show  the  exiaience  of  a  debt.  But  he  generally 
found  it  the  case  that  onr  wishes  go  hand  in  hand 
with  our  anxietie?;  and  he  now  saw  clearly  the  ob- 
jects aimed  at  in  the  attempt  to  prove  the  existence 
ef  a  dtbt,  viz:  a  National  Bank,  and  an  extra  ses- 
sion. Gentlemen  well  knew  that  they  could  never 
succeed  in  esublishing  a  National  Bank,  unless 
Oovcrnment  should  put  its  shoulder  to  the  wheel;. 
so  there  must  be  a  national  stockholder  and  a  na- 
tional debt. 

As  for  expecting  to  fill  up  the  capital  of  snch  an 
.  institution  from  the  capitalis:s  of  the  United  States, 
it  was  fallacious.  Toe  distress  in  the  money  mar- 
ket forbade  the  idea.  Where  was  the  capital  to  be 
procured?  Would  foreign  eapitalisis  come  for- 
wardl  No:  for  the  siupeasiens,  the  revulsions,  and 
reverses,  presented  a  spectacle  that  would  destroy 
the  confidence  of  such  men.  BesUes^  what  in- 
ducement cculd  foreign  capitalists  have  to  invest 
n  the  stocks  of  an  institution  nnder  the  control  of 
iriesponiible  individuals,  when  they  could  purchase 
stocks  of  the  Sutes,  where  the  faith  of  the  Stales 
was  pledged  for  their  redemption. 

But  if  they  could  get  a  national  debt,  and  a  char- 
ter for  a  National  ^nk  fh>m  Congreiv,  t<)e  diffi- 
culty would  be  at  an  cud.    Here  was  the  grand 
ecret. 

In  the  couttie  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  V.  observed 
that  it  had  bees  gravely  determined  than  an  extra 
Eession  most  be  called.  The  dominant  parly  could 
not  wait  the  doe  course  of  time  before  they  came 
into  the  full  fruition  of  their  power,  but  all  the  vi- 
sions which,  for  the  last  six  or  eight  mouih':,  had 
been  dancilig  before  them,  mntt  be  realized  without 
delav.  The  sub -Treasury  law  was  to  be  repealed, 
and  the  money  of  the  people  taken  from  under  the 
power  of  the  law  and  placed  under  the  control  of 
the,  dominant  party. 

After  ad^rting  to  the  warnings  of  Mr.  Win 
on  the  subject  of  calling  an  extra  session,  Mr.  V. 
observed  that  if  he  were  acting  merely  as  a  party 
man,  he  ccaM  desire  nothin;  better  than  an  extra 
session,  for  no>hing  could  be  more  adverse  to  the 
party  coming  into  power.  He  then  proceeded  to 
show  what  they  would  have  to  expect  from  the 
ditappoinltd,  who  would  be  by  far  more  numerous 
than  the  appointed.  Also  how  g«n'leman  would 
be  compelled  to  show  their  b.<nds,  for  then  they 
could  no  longer  play  Qentral  Mom.  To  call  an 
extra  sessiott  some  five  or  six  weeks  aitet  Oeneral 
Harrison  had  been  summoned  from  his  log  cabin 
into  a  palace,  would  be  to  that  party  an  event,  by 
no  means  pleasant  in  its  consequences. 

Mr.  v.  then  showed  how  the  non-committalism 
of  General  Harrison  previous  to  his  election  could 
then  be  kept  up  no  longer.  He  asked  how  conid 
it  be  expected  that  the  Northern  Whig  who  had 
vo'ed  for  Harrison  as  a  friend  to  Abolition,  would 
agree  with  the  Southern  Whig  who  had  voted  for 
him  nnder  a  contrary  impression. 

But  now  it  did  not  appear  to  be  understood  by  Hie 
Opposition,  what  the  principles  of  General  Harri- 
son were,  for  gentlemen  of  the  same  kidney  were 
all  quarrelling  on  the  subj-c'. 

After  some  other  remaik-t,  Mr.  V.  went  on  to 
examine  some  of  the  grounds  that  ^ntlemen  of  the 
Opposition  had  taken  to  prove  that  the  Government 
was  in  debt. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Baa- 
itaRD]  bad  assumed  a  position  that  the  amount 
of  indebtedness  was  forty  millions;  oth'r  gentle- 
men bad  each  come  to  different  concltisions. 
Now  he  (Mr.  V.)  could  not  account  for  such 
strange  inconsittencies,  other  than  by.  supposini; 
•he  existence  of  an  hallucination  of  mind  on 
this  sntj«ct.  He  truaied,  however,  to- show,  that 
this  debt  had  no  other  foundaiion  than  in  the  ima- 
gination of  thoie  gentlem-n.  But  be  started  with 
this  proposition,  viz.  that  it  was  not  enough  to 
show  we  owed  a  natirniU  debt,  but  that  a  debt  was 
char^eible  upon  the  year  for  wbiiJi  they  now  pro- 
po.<ed  to  make  provision. 

In  December,  1841,  the  Opposition  would 
have  the  whole  Government  in  their  possession, 
with  all  its  resources,  and  then  they  would  be  able 
to  make  pioTision  for  ihcmselMs.  But  uatil  then 
it  was  (lie  taty  o(  die  pnseu  AdminiMntioii  to 


make  suitable  provision,    'niat  was  a  dntjr  dMjr 
owed  to  the  country. 

Now,  if  the  items  referred  to  by  gentleoiciu 
composing  the  debt,  were  not  chargeable  in  1841, 
why  then  was  it  not  prepotterons  to  ask  the  present 
Administration  to  make  provision  for  debts  not  yet 
duet 

Mr.  V.  then  went  into  an  ezamiiiation  of  the  vn- 
rioos  items  by  which  Mr.  Baaiiaao  had  contrived 
to  make  out  his  imaginary  debt  of  forty  millioas.  I 
regret  to  »ay,  said  Mr.  V.  that  my  colleague  is  a 
much  befer  poet  than  aTiihmetieian;  but  let  ns  te« 
how  he  und:rtakes  to  make  out  a  debt  of  fort/  mil- 
lions chargeable  upon  the  year  1841 . 

In  the  first  place,  that  gentleman  bad  charged 
the  whole  priueipal  of  the  debt  assumed  by  Con- 
gress for  the  District  of  Columbia  to  oettain  eiiiMns 
abroad,  amauntiog  to  one  million  and  a  half  of 
dollars.  Now,  what  did  the  Secretary  say  on  (hit 
subjfct: 

"Bat  it  will  be  recollected  th*t  Congress,  by  an 
act  passed  in  May,  1836,  engaged,  under  ^odal 
conditions,  to  make  payment  of  a  debt  due  from  (be 
cities  of  ihe  District  of  Columbia  to  certain  indivi- 
duals  abroad. 

"The  principal  amounted  to  |l,50e,000,  and  «U 
to  be  paid  in  yearly  instalments  of  160,000  each, 
b^inningthe  1st  of  January,  1841.  But  the  in- 
terest was  payable  quarterly,  and,  during  Ih*  btst 
four  years,  has  beeit  regularly  discharged  by  tta 
Treasury. 

"Within  the  present  year,  notice  has  been  reonved 
from  the  agent  of  the  crediiors  that  payment  of  the 
firvt  and  sabscqueni  insialments  of  the  principal  is 
desired  to  be  made,  when  dne,  with  punctuality- 
To  insure  a  compliance  with  that  wish,  it  will  be 
necessary,  besides  meeting  the  interest  quarterly,  to 
advance  $60,000  of  the  principal  at  the  oomnienee- 
ment  of  the  ensuing  year;  and  the  residue  must  be 
paid,  in  like  amounts,  annually  hersafter,  till  the 
whole  is  discharged." 

Now  here  it  appeared  that  but  $60,000,  with  the 
interest,  would  be  required  for  the  present  year  for 
that  debt,  and  yet  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 
had  set  down  thewholesnm,  viz:  ainiUtMsada  liaff, 
as  chartreable  upon  this  year. 

This  was  the  first  specimen,  and  he  wculd  Aow 
that  it  was  the  same  throughout  the  whole  esti- 
mates. 

,Mr.  V.  then,  at  great  length,  went  into  an  exami- 
nation of  other  items,  on  «hicb  Mr.  BaBiiA|ts  had 
relied  to  make  out  his  debt  of  forty  millions,  all  of 
which  he  showed  were  without  foundation. 

He  then,  with  keen  sarcasm,  replied  to  the  loose 
charges  made  by  Messrs.  Bkll,  Thompson,' Evam, 
and  others  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury; 
and  having  concluded  his  remark^, 

Mr.  TRIPLET  r  then  obtained  the  floor. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  eommiuee  rise, 
which  prevailed;  and  the  committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  FILX.MORE  submitted  the  followtng,  which 
he  desired  might  be  read  for  informatioc: 

Whereas,  the  bill  of  this  House,  (No.  SOS,) 'enti- 
tled "An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury 
notes,"  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Wbnle 
House  on  the  stst*  of  the  Union,  on  the  18th  day 
of  January  kit,  and  has  been  made  under  discus- 
sion to  this  time: 

And  whereas,  much  of  the  indispensable  psblie 
bnsinefs  is  yet  to  be  acted  on;  therefore, 

Betobei,  That  said  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  ftirther  consideration  of  said  bill,  from 
and  after  the  Sd  day  of  February  inst.  at  3  oVslock, 
p.  m.  unless  the  same  shall  be  repMlad  to  the 
Hous«  before  that  time;  and  that  eaid  t>iU,^tt 
fuch  amendments,  if  any,  as  shall  have  been 
adapted  in  said  eomnnittee,  shall  be  then  taken  up 
in  the  House,  and  be  the  special  oider  until  finnUy 
disposed  of;  reserving  to  said  enmmittee  the  rig^t, 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  House,  to  report  the 
same  sooner  if  the  discussion  shall  terminate. 

Objection  being  made  to  the  reception  to  the  re- 
solution, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  a  suspension  of  dw 
rules.  ^ 

The  SPEAKER  informed  Mr.  Fillmobi  Oat, 
as  bis  resolution  bad  reference  to  the  disposition  of 
the  special  order,  which  was  the  nibj^t  actnall 
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Wiwe  ilMtHoaae,  k  did  noticquue  a  supention  of 
iIm  tnim  to  cooaider  it. 

Mc.  FILLMORE  Mid  lie  sappuicd,  tben,  ifaat 
kisMDpoution  was nceived. 

IV  BPBAKBB  leplitd  ibit  it  was. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Maine  asbed  tbe  conseai  of  the 
House  to  take  tip  Senate  bill  aalhorizios  the  Secre- 
tary of  Ike  Treasnry  to  apply  th*  amoont  doe  on 
ceita  n  orntracts,  eniercH  into  wiib  the  War  De- 
fMftneat,  aad  Peter  H.  Oreea  and  Oceea  and 
mmtuom,  U>  the  extingaiahaient  of  a  deiaand  dne 
to  the  Dalied  States  from  Williaia  Kiog  and  Pt  ter 
H.  Green,  and  refer  it  ti  the  Commiiiee  of  Claims. 
.  Mr.  raCK  elqeeied  to  the  moiion.on  the  ground 
that,  shooid  it  picTail,  it  would  be  giving  the  bill  a 
preferaaoe  0T«r  othcn  which  weie  entitled  to  pri> 
ority. 

The  Home  thm  adjonmed. 


IN  SENATE. 
TumDiT,  Febraary  3,  1841. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  snbmiitedrfsolniions, 
adopted  at  a  meeting  ef  the  citizens  of  St.  Josrph^, 
Flortda,  in  favor  of  die  admission  of  Florida  inio 
the  Uaiin;  which  were  referrrd  to  the  Committee 
OB  the  Jndidary. 

Mr.  WALL  presented  a  megioriat  of  »b:pmat- 
ten  aad  others  engaerd  in  commrrce  in  the  ciiy  of 
New  York,  again^  the  rrpeal  of  the  pilot  law  of  ^ 
1837;  which  was  laid  on  tbe  lable  and  or'lered  to 
be  pr  nird. 

Mr.  WIL'JAMS  p.-esented  a  docnmenl,  rontair- 
ing  answers  tn  crrtain  qticrirs  propoand.-il  td  the 
Cotle  lor  of  Po  tiaad  on  the  su'ject  of  fi^hiog 
hearties  and  allowances;  which  was  referred  to 
Ike  Committee  oa  Finance  and  ordered  to  be 
primed. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  a  resoluiiun  of  tbe  Le- 
giMatore  of  Michigan,  relative  to  tbe  completion 
of  lake  harbors;  which  was  laid  an  tbe  table. 

Mr.  RUGOLE3  presented  ihe.p^iitionof  inbabi- 
OUiis  of  Frcepor),  Maine,  praying  tbe  prohibition  of 
thJ  domestic  slave  irarte;  the  petition  of  the  same 
Untt  no  new  Stite  be  admitted  into  the  Union  whose 
eOBstitulion  tolerate,  s'avrr] ;  the  pei'i^nof  ihe 
^satne  prayiog  the  abolinoa  of  slavery  and  the  slave 
trade  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colnmbia. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FOLTON,  the  motion  to  re- 
fleive  Ihe  abiive  wa«  laid  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  R.  also  preie nted  a  petition  of  inbabitanis  of 
Fraeport,  priyiog  the  recognition  of  Ha}  ti,  and  the 
e^ablishmeot  of  commercial  relations  therewith, 
wtfciek  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  the  petition  of  the  mera- 
bera  of  tha  bar  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  an  al- 
leiation  of  the  place  of  holding  the  summer  term  of 
the  eircnil  and  district  conria  of  (he  United  States 
for  tbe  district  of  Ohio;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Commitiee  on  the  Jadiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUG^LES,  G'orge  W. 
Jones  was  permitted  to  withdraw  his  petition  and 
papers  on  the  files  of  the  Senate. 

COONTINa  THE  ELECTORAL  VOTES. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  from  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  sot>ject  of  coantin;  the  electoral 
voter,  reporiad  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
read: 

Jiuthtd,  That  the  two  Houses  will  assemble  in 
Ike  Chamber  of  Ihe  House  of  Representatives  on 
Wedna»day,  the  lOih  iast.  at  twelve  o'clock,  and 
Ike  President  of  the  Senate  shall  be  the  piesiding 
tUocTi  that  one  person  be  appointed  a  teller  on  the 
part  of  tbe  Senate,  and  two  on  tbe  part  of  the 
Home  of  Representatives,  to  make  a  list  of  the 
Totra  as  they  shall  be  declared;  thai  the  resnlt  shaH 
ha  delivered  to  the  President  of  ihe  Seoa'e  who 
akril  annonaee  the  sute  of  the  vote  and  the  persons 
elected  to  the  two  Honses  assembled  as  aforeraid, 
wMOb  shall  be  dremed  a  declaration  of  the  persons 
eleeted  President  and  Vit:e  President  of  tbe  United 
telea,  and,  logeiher  with  a  list  of  votes,  be  entered 
oa  the  jonmals  of  the  two  Honsev. 

Toe  resolniion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Vice  Pna- 
siBiirr  was  directed  to  appoint  tbe  teller  on  the  part 
oftheSeaate,  and 

Mr.  PRESTON  was  aeeordiogly  appointed. 

Mr.  PULTON,  from  the  Commitiee  oa  Ihe  Pah- 
He  Luds,  to  which  was  refnied  the  Mil  lo  aaUiorize 


the  celecion  of  school  lands  in  lien  of  Ihosegrant. 
id  to  the  half-breeds  of  Sac  and  Foa  Indians,  and 

i.  bill  for  At  relief  of  L>abella  Hill,  widow,  and 
John  Hill,  Blizabiih  Hill,  and  Samuel  Hill,  ehil- 
dien  and  minni^  heirt  at  law  of  Samuel  Hill,  de- 
ceased, reported  tbe  aame  witboatamendmcni. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Commluee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  0.-orgia,Jn  favor  of  th3  settlement  of  the 
claims  of  her  citizens  for  depredations  by  tbe  bos. 
tile  Crevk  Indians;  and 

A  memorial  of  the  same  body  nnrioe  Ihe  p'«y- 
ment  of  the  claim  of  Dennis  Hills,  asked  lo  bs  di!>- 
charged  from  tbe  forlhtr  considr  ration  thereof,  on 
the  gronnd  of  there  being  no  evidencain  safpori  of 
the  claims.    Tbe  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  aiked  to 
be  discharged  from  tbe  farther  consideration  of  the 
memorial  of  Richard  Harris  and  Nimrod  Farrow, 
and 

Tbe  memorial  of  T.  G.  Bradford.  Of  tbe  latter 
claim  Mr.  H.  s4id  there  was  much  rquity  in  it, 
but  the  construetii'n  by  the  Attorney  Qeneral 
bronpht  it  within  the  prohibition  ef  ihe  na  of 
March,  1339.   The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolttiionsry  Claim*,  reported  a  bill  foe  tbe  relief 
of  Robert  H.  Sand-rs;  which  was  r.-ad,  and  order- 
ed to  a  secon'I  reading. 

The  resolniion  submitted  some  days  since  by 
Mr.  PoaTEit,  was  taken  up,  and,  after  some  modifi- 
cations, agreed  to. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

Tl)«  bill  fur  the  reii  f  of  Pi»  rre  B<bi  ; 

Tie  bill  for  the  re i^f  of  George  de  Pa'saa,  of 
Lnninioa; 

Tue  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Compton,  as- 
signee and  lepreseatative  of  Garrigues  Fianjae; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  Baptisle  Comeao; 

The  bill  conOrming  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiiite 
Comean  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Louisiana;  and 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repreaentatives 
of  Tnerese  Malette,  widow  of  Gaspaid  Pbioir, 
were  sevoralir  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  following  bills  were  taken  up  and  con- 
sidrred  a-i  in  committee  of  the  whoh,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  realinft: 

The  bill  for  the  relivf  of  tbe  legal  rvpresentalives 
of  Nathaniel  Pryor,  deaeased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim  D.  Dickson. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  J.  M.  Strader. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Madame 
De  Lns-er. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gordon  S.  Hubbard,  Ro- 
bert A.  Kinzir,  and  oihen>. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  A.  Harrison. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Fazton. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Miguel 
Eslava. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Pierre  Bonbomme. 

The  bill  foi:  Ihe  relief  of  Henry  Wilson;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Colin  Bishop. 

PERMANENT  PROaPECTIVE  PREEMPTlOtt  LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospestive 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the 
.  pablic  lands,  who  .-hall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the 
same,  and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  was  taken  up, 
the  question  beine  as  follow;: 

Mr.  CRITTBNDENJ  had  sabmitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion: 

Ruolved,  TliuUwIiill  be  ncommitted  tolheCoininlllMon 
Pablic  Lamia,  with  iiutraetioiu  lo  repon  aoMa-JineDU  Uwnto, 
lo  tb«  following  effect: 

1.  To  diMrtbine  the  proe««iIs  of  the  mIm  of  the  public  lands 
among  ilic  MTenU  StaiM  of  Ihe  Union,  lii  jnt  and  eqnitable 
proportioni. 

2.  Togrmn _. 

tha  right  of  pre-emption  to  any  q'nnthy  i 


2.  To  grant  toactnal  bona  fide  MUlcra  open  the  public  landa 
w  right  of  pre-emption  to  any  qarnhj  inerenr.  not  exceeding- 
one  halfaecUon  of ]uaaei«<,  iiicladinf  the  phue  of  aeulenwni. 


at  the  oiiQimam  griceofai  35  per  acre,  with  such  proTiniaaa 
as  shall  limit  tb!*  right  of  eettlementand  pte-empilon  lo  aeiuni 
bona fiiie  settler*,  whose  estaieii.  at  ihe  time  of  setileoient,  shall 
not  exceed  the  value  al  tUOOD;  and,  furUnrmore,  with  sue*! 
proTlMonj  as  shall  effeciu.iltr  exclude  the  wealthier  speculaiois 
from  all  benefit  under  this  taw,  and  shall  prevent  them  from  in. 
lerfering  with,  or  participating  In,  theprifilegeanil  right  of  set. 
tieraeat  and  pre-ompilon,  which  are  herelnr  granted  and  inianij. 
ed  for  the  sole  advaouige  of  tbe  needy  and  nooedt  •etilets  and 
cultiraiora  of  tbe  soU. 

Mr.  YOUNG  had  novad  to  amend  Mr.  Cair- 
TWDBi's  motion  by  sahititating  the  foilowittg: 


A  prOTiskn  to  diapow  ofUte  publie  lands  within  (baUmiU of 
the  new  9iate*,  to  the  fallawhi(  affects 

TIhU  all  the  public  lands  withhi  thn  Stales  of  Alabama,  Hi*. 
aissippi,  l/raisiana,  Aritansaa,  Missouri,  llliDols,  Indiana,  Oliio, 
and  Hichiuu,  with  (he  exception*  of  tbe  diss  of  fortificaiioiia, 
navy  and  Jock  yards,  arsenals,  magazines,  and  all  other  public 
buildingi,  shall,  after  the  tbinielh  day  of  June,  elghieen  hundred 
in<i  fonytwo,  be  dispused  of  ui  the  Stales  within  tbe  llmil*  of 
which  itiay  are  respeciively  aiiualed,  (hey  bsTing  tmriouely 
complied  with  ilie  following  cooditioita: 

First.  That  tlie  said  Slates  ahall  seTemtly  peas  aei*.  lo  b« 
irrerocable,  that  they  will  monthly,  as  the  sales  ofthesud  lands 
shall  progress,  |iay  into  the  Treaaaiy  of  the  United  Suucs,atllw 
■nasi  amvenieot  places  ofdeposlui,  and  to  such  oSlcer  as  may 
be  appointed  to  recelTe  the  same,  sixtyflTe  per  cent,  on  th* 
gross  amount  ol  the  sale*  of  aucb  lands,  inclading,  undersate*^ 
grants,  and  donations  by  the  Sutuis,  estimatiog  the  lands  at  tbe  - 
selling  price  at  the  Ume  of  the  grantor  donation,  on  or  before 
ibefirsi  day  of  February  ofeAch  succeeding  year. 

Secondly.  That  the  minimum  price,  as  now  Szed  bylaw,  shall 
remain  unchanged  until  the  thirueth  day  of  Jnne  albra*aid;  bw, 
alter  Ui9t  period,  the  price  may  be  reduced  by  the  Slates  re- 
spectively, according  lo  Ihe  following  scale:  alilande  theretofore 
oflercd  at  public  sale,  and  then  lemaining  unsold  ten  years  or 
upward,  preceding  the  ihirtieth  day  of  June  aforeaatd,  nay  be 
reilucod  by  said  Siaiei*  to  a  price  not  less  iban  one  dollar  per 
acre;  and  all  lands  thai  may  have  tieen  oflereil  al  public  sale, 
and  remaining  unsold  Afieen  yeais  or  upward,  preceding  th* 
said  ihirlieih  dsy  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  furtyHwo^enay 
iliereaner  be  reduced  by  said  Stales  to  a  price  not  lees  than 
seventy  fivecenu  per  acre;  and  all  lands  thai  may  liavebeenof. 
fered  at  public  snle,  and  remaining  unsold  twenty  yean  or  up. 
ward,  preceding  ihc  said  Ihirtietli  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred 
andfuny-iwo,  may  (hen  be  reduced  liy  said  8uiu»  to  a  price  not 
less  than  any  cents  per  acre;  and  all  lands  that  may  have  been 
oSeted  al  public  sale,  and  remaining  unsaid  twenty av*  yean  or 
upwar.l,  preceding  the  said  ihlnietli  day  of  June,  elghieen  hiyi- 
dred  and  ferty-two,  may  thereafter  be  reduced  by  (aid  Stale*  lo 
a  price  not  less  than  twenty-five  canuper  acre;  and  all  I  inds  that 
may  have  been  olTcred  at  public  sale,  and  remaining  uuold 
thirty  years  ur  upward,  preceding  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fur'.ytwo,  shall  be  ceiled  immediately  lo 
the  Slates  in  which  said  lands  arc  situate;  Providet,  That  all 
landi  which  shall  remain  unsold  after  having  beenoEered  at 
public  Bill',  for  Icn  years,  enl  which  du  not  come  under  the 
above  provisions,  eiiullboBubjt>ct  to  the  pi-ovif ions  of  prv-emp. 
lioii,  graduation,  «nd  dispiiaiilon  aforesaid,  at  the  respeclivu 
periodatif  len,  lifieoH,  twciuy,  iwoi.lyfive,  and  thirty  years, 
after  said  sale,  cntnmoiicin^  from  the  explratitm  of  ten  ycara 
after  die  same  hail  been  olTered  at  public  solo. 

'Jhirdly  That  ilie  la.idsijhall  be  subject  u>  the  same  legal  anb- 
divisionsm  the  sale  an4  survey  as  is  now  provided  by  law,  re- 
serving for  each  luwnihip  and  frsciioiul  township  the  sixiecalb 
section,  or  tlwsubsiituie,  for  ihe  use  of  schools,  as  oeretolbre  pro- 
vided by  law;  and  ihe  land  not  yet  ofliired  for  sale,  shall  be  first 
offered  by  the  Suie  al  public  auction,  except  in  cases  of  pre- 
emption, and  be  sold  for  cash  only,  in  the  manner  now  provided 
by  law.  And  any  land  now  or  heraaller  mnaioing  uneokl  alter 
the  same  shall  have  been  offered  at  sale *t  public  aucUon,  shall 
be  subjeci  to  entry  for  cash  only,  according  to  the  graduation 
which  may  be  fixed  by  the  Stales  respectively,  under  the  piovi- 
sions  01  this  act;  and  that  the  acM  of  Congress  which  may  be  in 
force  at  Itie  lime  of  (tiis^irtiiig  to  this  act  shall  remain  unchanged, 
except  as  moiliticd  liy  tliis  ad,  unless  wiih  the  aseeol  ofCofi- 

gress:  Provided^  Tliat  any  of  said  lands  may,  after  they  shall 
ave  become  aubject  to  private  entry,  be  sold  at  ttie  option  of 
the  purchaser,  in  quarter  quarter  secuont^  without  any  limii*. 
lion  whatever. 

Fourth.  This  dtspisltion  ofthe  pablic  laiid*,  i*getk«r  wHh 
the  portion  ofthe  aalesu  be  reuuoed  by  the  Stale*  res^  ecuve. 
ly,  under  the  provisions  of  this  aci,shall  be  in  full  ofthe  five  per 
cent,  fund,  or  snv  pan  thereof,  not  already  accrued  to  any  Stale; 
and  the  said  Suie  shall  be  exclusively  liable  for  all  charge* 
that  may  hereafier  arise  from  tlie  surveys,  sales,  and  nanage- 
meni  ofthe  public  lands,  and  extinguishment  of  lodlan  UtI* 
within  the  limisnf  said  Stales,  respectively. 

Fifth.  That,  on  a  failure  to  comply  with  any  of  the  above 
conditions,  or  a  violation  ofthe  same,  on  the  pan  of  any  of  the 
said  Slates,  the  cession  herein  made  to  the  Stale  failing  10  com- 
pi  y  with  or  violating  aaid  conditions,  ahall  be  therebr  rendered 
null  and  void;  and  all  (rams  or  titles  ihereafier  made  by  aaid 
Stale,  for  any  portion  of  the  public  lands  within  the  limit*  of 
the  same,  ceded  by  this  act,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  decbredto 
be,  null  and  v  id,  and  of  no  effect  whatever. 

Sio.  2.  And  be  it /urther  enacted.  That,  upon  every  reduc-  , 
lion  in  Ihe  prices  of  aaid  lands,  which  shall  taiie  place  by  th* 
gnduating  pmeeseof  this  bill,  the  Ugislatorea  of  the  several 
Bute*  in  which  the  lands  are  situated  shall,  at  their  discretion, 
havepowerlo  gram  lothoreepociiveoccupants  or  senior*  up- 
on any  ofsald  lands,  rlghlsof  preemption  SI  such  graduated  or 
reduced  prices;  which  ilghl**hall  extend  to  a  perijd  of  ninety 
days  from  and  after  the  ilatee  at  which  tha  respective  gradua. 
lions  shall  lalce  place;  and  any  lands  not  ulten  up  by  Ihe  respec. 
live  otcupanis  or  seulers  wlibln  that  period,  shall  be  liable  lo 
be  entered  or  purchased  by  any  other  person,  until  Ihe  next 
graduation  or  redociion  in  iirice  shall  lake  place,  when  it  shall, 
11  not  previously  purchased,  be  again  subject  to  ihe  right  ef  pre. 
emption  for  ninety  days,  as  belorc;  and  so  OD,  ftom  lime  ID 
time,  as  said  reductions  shall  lake  place. 

Sac 3.  Andbeitfurlher  enacted.  That nrhenover  Ihe  Pi*- 
slileniof  the  United  mates  shall  be  officially  noufied  thai  any 
of  the  States  aforesaid  his  passed  an  au  in  compliance  with 
the  abOTecondition^  it  shall  be  his  duty,  after  the  thittkiih  day 
of  Jjine  aloresaid,  or  forthwith  after  the  passage  of  said  aci,  if 
pasml  subsequent  lo  that  rar'iod,  U)  adopt  such  measure*  a*  b* 
shall  ihlnk  proper  lo  close  ine  land  ofBces,  Including  the  survey, 
ing  dspanineat.  wlthtn  (be  limit*  ol  said  State:  and  that  ih*. 
commissions  of  all  ollhars  CO  n>!Cled  therewith  sKMl  expire  on 
.  a  day  to  be  flxe^  by  himl  but  which  i!ay  shall  not  Iw  l>«);»'>i  "« 
months  after  Ihe  ihirtietli  day  o  June  aforesaid,  of,  If  sobse. 
qoenttherem,  from  Uie  ctsy  he  received  the  official  noliacatlon 
of  the  passage  of  a^id  aeu 

Sac.  4.  And  be  iMuilher enacted,  TbafonsuchnotUlcaUea 
lieing  made,  the  said  Srate  •.hall  bs  relieved  from  all  com. 
pacte,  acts,  or  orttinances,  Inip'wine  restrfnlons  on  the  right  of 
said  State  'o  tax  any  lands  by  hei  "authority  subsequent  to  lb* 
sale  thereof,  ceded  by  this  act;  and  all  map*,  litlea,  leeord*, 
boolr%  docum*nls,  and  papers,  in  the  General  LaadOfflca  at 
Waabiokiun,  tvlaiWa  to  said  lands,  or  duplicates  iheraof,  where 
the  originals  canoot  properly  be  iraaeferrBd,  shall  bssuMta  la 
the  or^r  and  dlspoaiiiao  of  tha  EzecaUre  of  Mid  nat*,li| 
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CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


•Dch  raamMr  u  dw  Lafiililuraor  Hid  Suiu  ma;  ntpccUvily 
appoint. 

Sao.  5.  Xim(  i«  « /»r(An- (wictad.  Hut  an  tanda  ofthe  United 
BiataawiitainUMllBttaor  tbaStataar  Tannaaaae,  with  iliaex- 
CTixiniw  •anoMratad  in  the  iitat  wetion  of  thiaaet,  ahall  be,  and 
llM  aama  an  herebr,  eadad  to  lald  State.  • 

SW.&  Andie  UfurOur  auuHad,  That  the  aizty-arenr 
cnt. of  tiiepnieeeda of  theaalea,  kefabyaacarad  lo  be  patdto 
the  Doited  Btatea,  ahall  ba  aet  apart  and  excluaiTehr  applied  to 
tka  gndaal  iaecaaae  of  ttaa  nary,  and  the  erecttsn  of  auch  ford- 
fitaoona  for  the  general  defence  of  the  country,  aa  Coograaa 
may  by  law  beraaAer  order  and  diiect. 

Mr.  HDBBARD,  who  was  entitled  to  the  flaor,' 
apoke  at  mnch  length  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
nent  of  Mr.  Cuttcndbn  and  the  distribntion  po- 
licy. 

Bf  r.  H.  wu  followed  in  the  debate  by  Messre. 
CALHOON.  WEBSTER,  BBNtXJN,  CLAY  of 
Alabama,  PIEKCB,  HENDERSON,  RIVE4 
ROANB,P0RTBR,andCRITrENDEN.  Messrs. 
PIERCE  and  ROANE  stated  that  they  won  Id  vote 
for  Mr.  Yotnio'a  amendment  merely  beeaose  they 
prefened  it  to  that  of  Mr.  CaimNDEK,  but  that 
the/  were  opposed  to  the  passage  of  either  of  them. 

The  qoesiiuii  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Yodko's 
amendment,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
ayes  30,  noes  31,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messis.  Allen,  Anderson,  Beaton,  OaU 
honn.  Clay  of  Aliibama,  Follon,  Kine,  Linn, 
I^mpkiD,  Monton,  Nicholas,  Nicholson,  Norvell, 
Piense,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Tappan,  Walker, 
and  Young—so. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bates,  Bayard,  BuebanaD,  Clay 
of  Kenraisky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Qrabam, 
HandehoB,  Hubbard,  Hnniingtoo,  Ker,  Knight, 
Manaam,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
toa.  Rives,  Roggles,  Smith  of  Conneciicnt,  Smith 
of  Indiana,  Sonibara,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Wall, 
Webster,  White,  Williams,  and  Wright— 31. 
'  The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Crittbn- 
-  DSNt  motion  to  recommit  with  iostractlons,  and 
deaided  in  the  negative— ayes  33,  nays  39,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bates,  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay 
of  Kenioeky,  Clayton,  Critiendea,  Dixon,  Qra- 
bam'^, Huntington,  Ker,  Knight,  Mangum,  Merrick, 
Pnelps,  Prentiss,  Rnggles,  Smith  of  Indiana,  South' 
«  ard,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Webster,  and  White— 
22. 

NAYS — Messrs,  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Cal- 
hottn,Clayef  Alabama,  Fallon,  Henderson,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Monton,  Nicholas, 
Niabolaon,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives, 
Raaae,'  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Canneciicut, 
'  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  and 
YonBg_89 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
ibe  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative— ayes  31, 
nays  19,  as  follow::: 

YEA3 — Messrs.Allen,  Anderson^Benton,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Fnltoo,  Henderson,  Hob- 
bard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Monton,  Nicholas, 
NicholsoA,  Norven,  Pierce,  Porier,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Conneciicnt,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
StariEeon,  Talhnadge,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall, 
Webster,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young— 
31. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Orabam, 
Huntington,  Ker,  Knighi,  Mangum,  Merrick, 
Phelps,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Rnggles, 
and  Southard— 19 

So  Ibe  bill  was  passed,  and  entered  to  be  sent  to 
the  House  for  coocurrence. 

Mr.  CRirrENDEN  then  moved  that  Ihe  Se- 
nate take  ap  the  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system 
of  bankrupicy.  • 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  bad  voted  against  the 
bankrupt  bill  at  the  last  i^ssioD,  and  mi^t  proba- 
bly feel  compelled  lo  do  so  at  the  present;  never- 
theless, if  the  friends  of  the  measure  insisted  on  its 
being  taken  up,  he  would  ifiterpose  no  obstacle  in 
tbeir.way.  But  we  were  now  within  four  weeks 
of  the  termination  of  the  sei>sion;  the  bankrupt  bill 
would  give  rise  to  an  exicndad  discussion, 
and  it  could  not  be  passed  in  lime  to  liive  it 
the  least  chance  o(  passing  in  the  other  Honse. 
^e  therefore  appealed  lo  the  friends  of  the 
bill  whether  it  was  proper  to  set  aside  all  tbe 
pressing  business  of  the  session  in  order  to  discuss  a 
measure  which  there  was  no  probability  of  passing ; 
or  whether  it  woaU  not  be  better  to  postpone  the 


consideration  of  the  bankrupt  bill  until  the  spe- 
cial Mssion,  which  it  was  generally  nndeistbod  was 
to  be  called,  and  to  devote  ihrmselves  to  the  con- 
sideration and  perfecting  of  the  many  bills>Bow  on 
Iheir  calendar,  and  to  pa«8  those  measures  which 
the  paMic  exigeaeies  demanded. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  here  moved  aa  adjournment, 
and  after  some  discussion,  the  motion  prevailed. 

And  the  Seaaie  adjonmed. 

HOUSE  OP  RBPRB8BNTATIVES, 
T0RSD4V,  February  {>,  1841. 

Mr.  8BROEANT  asked  ibe  permission  of  the 
House  to  prrsent  the  resolntions  of  the  Legistatnre 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  relative  to 
the  public  lands  and  the  revenue  of  the  United 
States,  and  moved  that  they  be  laid  upon  tbe  table, 
and  printed. 

Mr.  FORNANCE  moved 'to  amend  the  motion 
by  adding  the  following! 

Jtdotved,  That,  the  resolutions  Iw  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  that  said  com 
miitee  be.insimcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  revising  (ho  whole  tariff.  And  further,  that  stid 
committee  inquire  whether  it  will  be  necessary  to 
increase  tbe  tariff  in  order  to  rai«e  sufficient  reve- 
noe  to  meet  the  probable  expenses  of  Government 
for  the  year  1841. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  said  that  as  the  motion 
could  only  be  entertained  by  general  consent,  he 
felt  constrained  to  object,  as  there  was  bu«iness  of 
great  importance  now  pending  before  the  Honse. 

Mr.  SERQEANT  inquired  what  disposition  bad 
been  made  of  the  resolotions? 

Tbe  SPBAKBR  rrplied  that  they  could  only  be 
received  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  SEROEANT  then  moved  to  sufpend  tbe 
rules. 

The  SPEAKER  said  there  was  already  a  motion 
to  suspend  the  rules  pendinf;,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving the  resolutinn  introduced  on  yesterday  by 
BAr.  FrLUfoaa;  and  that,  when  that  question  was 
taken,  then  the  motion  of  Mr.  SBtoEiMT  would  be 
in.order. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  asked  leave  to  present  a  resolu- 
tion from  the  Commiiiee  on  Public  Lands,  remind- 
ing the  resolution  of  the  House  passed  on  Ibe  16  h 
of  January,  authorixing  ihe  printing  of  tea  thousand 
exira  copies  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Commit 
sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office.  Mr.  L.  said 
he  wis  authorized  by  the  eommitiee  to  say  that 
their  impression,  at  that  time,  was  that  the  coloring 
of  the  maps  would  cost  bat  three  cents  each — ^in 
all  bnl|twoortbree  hundred  dollars;  that  it  was  now 
ascertained  that  tbe  cost  of  coloring  would  amount 
to  $6  240. 

The  resola<ion  was  read  as  follows: 

Raohtd,  That  the  resnlntioo  of  the  Honse,  of 
the  16th  of  January  last,  directing  Ihe  printing  of 
10,000  extra  maps  of  the  annual  report  of  ibe 
Commissioner  of  ihe  General  Land  Office  be  ar- 
rested in  its  farther  execution, — so  far  that  no 
mote  maps  may  be  printed  under  the  resolution, 
and  no  more  of  the  maps  already  printed,  be  colored 
or  painted: 

And,  on  the  question  being'lakeo,  tha  rtsoluion 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  following  re- 
solulron,  offered  by  him  on  yesterday,  be  now  taken 
up: 

Whereas,  the  bill  of  this  House,  (No.  398,)  en- 
titled "An  aet  to  auihoriz«  the  issuing  of  Treasury 
notes"  «as  takei  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  ihe  stale  of  tbe  Union,  on  the  18ih  day 
of  January  last,  and  has  been  made  under  dircus- 
sioa  to  this  time:  ' 

And  whereas,  mnch  of  the  indispensable  public 
basiness  ii  yet  lo  acted  on;  therefore, 

tU'olvtJ,  That  said  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  said  bill,  from 
and  after  the  31  day  of  February  Inst,  at  3  o'clock, 
p.  m.  unless  the  same  shall  be  reported  to  the 
Honse  before  that  time;  and  that  said  bill,  with 
siich  amendments,  if  any,  a<  shall  have  "been 
adopted  in  said  committee,  shall  be  then  taken  up 
in  the  Honse,  and  be  the  special  order  until  finally 
disposed  of;  reserving  to  ssid  committee  tbe  right, 
according  to  the  rules  of  ihe  House,  to  lepmrt  tbe 
same  sooner  if  the  discussion  stwU  lemtiBaia. 


The  SPEAKER  hen  stated  that  he  had  neetf«d 
this  teadntion  ycMerday;  under  tbe  fmpiMiiou  that 
it  di(l  not  require  a  suspension  of  ihe  rutea  lo.  ea> 
lertain  it;  that  upta  more  matnre  refleetioa  he 
found  be  bad  ened,  and  that  it  was  aeeeiMrf  to 
gnspoad  the  rules  to  leeeive  and  aet  nptm  it. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  moved  a  anspcDsioii  oT 
Ihe  rules;  and 

The  question  was  about  being  takea,  whea, 

Btft.  CRABB  called  for  the  yeas  and  oay*; 
which  were  ordered,  and  reraltsd— yaas  197,  naya 
40,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Jadton  Allen.  Joha  W.  Aleu, 
Andrews,  Aihertcn,  Banks,  Blaekwell,  Boartaaa, 
Bond,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Buike, 
Sampeofl  H.  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  Can,  Car* 
roll,  Casey,  Clark,  CUffiNrd.  William  R.  Cooper, 
Crsig,  Cranston,  Crary,  Crockett,  Davee,  Bdward 
Davies,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Deberry, 
Dickerson,  Doan,  Doe,  Doig,  Earl,  Eislmaii, 
Evans,  Erereu,  Fillmore,  Fine,  Fisber,  Galbnriib, 
Gentry,  Gerry,  Giddiiws,  Goggia,  OoodejOrian, 
O'innell,  Hall,  Hand;  Hawkins,  Henry,  HiU  «t 
North  Carolina,  Hillen,  Hopkias  Jaekson,  Jwmt»t 
Jameson,  Charles  Johnston,  Joseph  Jobnaoa,  0»tc 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Keiaa,  Kemble,  Keap- 
shall,  Kille,  Lane,  Leet,  Leonard,  Linoolu,  LowcU, 
Lucas,  McCany,  McClellan,  McClnie,  Mmedilh 
MaUory,  Marebaud,  Marvin,  Mason,  BliteMI, 
Montanya,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Calvary  Morris, 
Morrow,  Osborne,  Palen,  Parriah,  Pamieater, 
Paynier,  Peek,  Prentiss,  Profit,  Randall,  Rariden, 
Reed,  Reynolds,  Ridgway,  Edward  Rogen,  Jaa. 
Rogers,  Russell,  Saltoastall,  Samuel^  Simowim, 
Slade,  Thomas  Smith,  Stwrkmatber,  Steearod. 
Strong,  Staart,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Philip  F.  Th-.> 
mas,  Waddy  Tbompaoa,  Jacob  TboaspaMi,  To- 
land,  Tumey,  Underwood,  Peter  J.  Wanar,  Wal. 
terson,  Edward  D.  While,  Wick,  Jared  W.  WU- 
liams,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Henry  WiUiavs, 
Joseph  L.  WUIiams,and  CbrisU^iher  H.  Wil- 
liams—137. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Barnard,  Beirae,  Kadr, 
Briggs,  Brockway,  Calhoun,  Chittenden,  Coles, 
Jamea  Cooper,  Crabb,  Da<raon,  Dennis,  Dellei, 
Dromgoole,  Fomanee,  Gales,  Orabam,  Oi»a, 
Habersham,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Hual,  Jeaifer, 
King,  Francis  MaUory,  Moaroe,  Morgan,  Hiabei, 
Pickens,  Rives,  SerReaat,  Sbepard,  Truman  Soiiih, 
Sumter^riplett,  Warren,  Wellcr,  John  While,  ami 
Lewis  Williams— 40. 

So  the  rules  Were  suspended. 

The  que; tion  was  then  taken  on  the  reaolnlioB,^ 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  JONES  moved  that  tbe  Honaegoiatoa 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  Ibe  UnioB, 
and  resume  the  consideration  of  tbe  special  order. 

Mr.  SERGEANT  hoped  that  some  dispoaitiea 
would  first  be  made  of  tbe  resolutions  of  tbe  Legia- 
lainre  of  Pennsylvania. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  aghin  said  that  it  required  Ihe 
general  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.' SERGEANT  then  moved  to  suspend  Ike 
rules,  and  thereupon  called  for  the  yeas  aid  iia|Pi; 
but 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  withdrawing  his  objec- 
tion, they  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  reaolntioaa  of  Ibe 
Legtslaiure  of  Pennsylvania  were  ordered  to  lie- 
upon  tbe  table  and  be  printed. 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  moiioB  o€. 
Mr.  JONES,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  eC 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  U«ioD,  (Mr.  Caanr 
in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  Ihta  . 
bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  five  millions  of  deUan 
in  Treasury  notes.  t 

Mr.  TRIPLETT  being  entitled  to  tbe  floor,  WW 
about  to  commeooe  his  remarks,  but  gave  way  lo 

Mr.  CURTIS,  who  snbmitied    tbe  foUowiaf, 
which  be  gave  notice  be  should,  wbea  it  would  ba . 
in  order  to  do  so,  move  as  an  amend  meat  lo  tbe 
bill  under  conaideration: 

SacnoH  9.  JIndbt  itfwtker  saacbd.  That  whi 

ever  proof  shall  be  exhibited,  to  tbe'satiafaetioB  of 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  leas  or  de- 

sunatioB  of  any  Treasury  note  itaaed  UBder.  tUm 

>  authority  of  any  act  of  Congrew,  it  shall  be  lair> 
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fri.  for  the  said  Secretary,  upon  leeeiving  boad, 
witk  safficieni  aecnrity,  to  indemnify  the  Doited 
Sutes  against  any  other  claim  on  aceoant  of  tbe 
Treasury  note  alleged  to  be  so  lost  or  destroy^iixu 
p«]r  tlw  amoDni  due  on  snefa  note,  t)  the  person 
wM>  had  lost,  or  in  whose  posccssioa  it  had  been 
d.'Mroyed. 

Mr.  CURTIS  remarked  that  this  section  was  an 
eiaet  transcript  of  the  law  of  1819,  authorizing  the 
payment,  in  certain  ea«es,  on  aeoovnt  of  Tieasary 
notes,  which  have  been  lost  or  destroyed.  . 

Mir.  TRIPLBTT  then  F|>oke  at  some  length  In 
reply  to  tbe  remarks  of  Mr.  Vindbrpokl  on  yes- 
terday. After  some  preliminary  observations,  Mr. ' 
T.  proceeded  to  assure  tbe  eommiiiea  that,  under 
the  adouniMration  of  Qeneral  Harrison, 

No  tiider  or  dteaJTor 

Would  tw  ■ppoiBl«d«  roc«iTer. 

Also,  ander  tbe  s&me  Adaittistntlon,  gentlemen 
might  be  assared  that 

No  KMo  addictod  to  gnbbin' 

Would  ba  pMiniued  to  mtor  th«  log  <4bin. 

Mr.  T.  said  bewonld  deny  that  there  was  asoli> 
tary  Whig  member  in  the  House,  or  out  of  it,  who 
desked  a  called  session,  unless  they  should  be 
driven  to  it  by  imperative  necessity.  He 
then  went  on  to  show  what.  In  bis  opinion,  was 
the  actual  state  of  ihe  Treasury,  and  that  the  esti- 
laalesof  the  Secretary  of  iheTRatury  were  not 
correcL  He  contended  that  Ihe  deficiency  was  not 
temporary,  but  permanent. 

In  the  course  of  bis  remarks  on  protectira  duties 
oa  foreign  tnznries,Mr.T.  alluded  to  tbe  tobacco  in- 
terest. He  called  aitentioQ  to  tbe  fact  that  while  our 
cotton  was  taxed  in  England  but  33^  per  cent,  the 
tax  on  tobacco  was  eight  hundred  per  cent.  This, 
he  contended,  was  enough  to  arouse  the  blood 
of  any  man  of  the  tobacco  growing  States.  Tbe 
StalM  of  Greece  once  poured  oat  their  forces  in  a 
bad)  apon  Trt^  to  avenge  a  siog'e  iadividual; 
and  ancient]  Rome  once  toie  in  arms  on  account  of 
aaiagle  ettizen;  but  here  were  a  million  and  a  half 
of  oar  dtizens  interested  in  tbe  tobacco  question, 
and  lio  attention  was  paid  to  their  wrens';. 

Mr.  T.,  concluded  by  replying  in  detail  to  the 
arruBMUts  of  Mr.  Wise  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  CX>LES  of  Virginia  then  obtained  the  floor, 
sad  after  some  preliminary  remarks  in  relation  to 
tbe  aalidpaied  measures  of  tbe  coming  Adminis- 
tnAion,  said  he  wouhl  vote  for  tbe  bill  because  he 
believed  the  wants  of  the  country  required  it. 

Mr.  C.  adverted  to  the  report  of  the  Setretary 
of  tbe  Treasury,  and  vindicated  the  same  from  the 
anfounded  attacks  made  upon  it.  The  ezpendi- 
larea  of  the  year,  it  was  true,  were  fnuoded  on  the 
report  of  tbe  Srcretary;  but  gentlemen  need  raise 
no  objection  on  that  account,  for  Ihe  whole  appro- 
priaiions,  with  the  (xepption  of  about  a  million, 
were  ander  the  control  of  Congress.  These  appro- 
priations ibey  had  the  power  to  regulate  as  they 
might  think  proptr. 

After  showukg  that,  if  tbe  appropriaiione  were 
ke|«t  within  proper  bionnds,  there  would  be  saffi- 
cieat  means  to  meet  every  demand  doring  tbe  year, 
Mr.  C.  ezplaiiied  that  tbe  notes  xeqniied  now  were 
merely  for  a  temporary  assistance  to  the  Treasury, 
to  aaabla  it  to  anticipate  the  receipts;  and  that  a  per- 
manent  deficiency,  as  some  gentlemen  endeavored 
to  make  out,  would  not  necessarily  be  the  ca-e. 

He  tbea  defended  the  emission  of  Treasury  notes 
as  ia  strict  conformity  to  fhe  Constitution. 

Bat  this  mode  of  raising  money  had  been  object- 
ed to  because  it  was  the  easiest  mode.  He  then 
thowed  that  thij  objeeiion  amotmted  to  no  more 
than  an  objection  to  dealing  at  the  nearest  store. 

He  considered  that  five  millions  of  these  notes, 
nailtf  present  circumstances,  were  amply  sufficient 
to  cover  the  inequalities  now  existing  between  the 
recaipts  and  expenditures;  and  at  the  end  of  tbe 
par,  nikleas  he  was  grossly  deceived,  there  would 
be  aanfficientamount  in  the  Treasury  to  redeem 
them. 

Mr.  C.  then,  at  some  length,  exposed  the  falla- 
eioo*  arguments  of  ibose  gentlemen  who  had  at. 
templed  to  prove  tbe  ezisience  of  a  national  debt. 
They  woald  find  that  iliere  was  no  debt  authcrixed 
by  law;  and  if  there  was  lo  be  a  debt,  it  must  de- 
pffld  on  ihelutute  action  of  Congress. 

Mr.  C.  then  spoke  at  some  length  in  nlatioh  to 


tbe  tobacco  interest  of  this  conntry,  and  tbe  neces- 
sity of  the  protection  of  that  interest. 
The  remark  of  Mr.  C.  will  appear  hefenfter. 

Mr.  BLACK  said,  (bathe  wopld  not  have  risen 
to  speak  on  tbe  subject,  if  tbe  menis  of  tbe  bill  had 
been  kept  before  the  House;  in  relation  to  Ibe 
adoption  of  which;  he  presumed  no  man  doubted 
tbe  necessity.  Bat  there  were  other  topics  connect- 
ed with  this  subject,  and  had  grown  out  of  it.  They 
were  important  to  the  people  who  sent  him  here. 
He  did  not,  however,  speak  so  much  as  a  Represen- 
ta'ivf,  as  one  of  the  sovereign  ptople  of  Georgia. 
Hi*  representative  capacity  was  .fast  expiring, 
and,  in  a  few  days  more,  all  the  trapp'nics  of  of- 
fice would  be  taken  from  him.  He  would  then  go 
back  to  Georgia  and  mingle  with  the  people  who 
sent  him  here.  But  while  here,  he  bjad  tbe  double 
right  to  speak,  not  only  in  bis  representative  capa- 
city, but  as  one  of  tbe  people. 

Mr.  B.  after  some  remarks  in  relation  to  his  own 
State,  alluded  to  a  pictorial  repiesentatioii  of  him- 
self, and  some  of  his  colleagues  from  Georgia, 
whtefa  was  exhibiting,  and  for  sale  in  the  stores  on 
the  avenue.  The'  idea  sought  to  be  conveyed  by 
that  pictorial  represenlaliun,  Mr.  B.  pronounced  as 
a  base  slander^  both  in  its  conception  and '  exe- 
catioa. 

He  then  alluded  to  tbe  remarks  of  Mr.  Vander- 
POBL  on  yestcrdky,  and  said  that,  although'  that 
speech  gave  him  great  pleasure,  yet  there  yas  one 
portion  of  it  for  which  he  had  to  express  bis  re- 
gret. Tbe  gentleman  had  thou{:ht  proper  to  inti- 
mate that  as  so  much  had  been  said  about  the  in- 
terests of  the  South,  be  supposed  that  New  York . 
and  Peansylv^nia  would,  alter  a  while,  be  consi- 
dered as  mere  colonies. 

Bur,  Mr.  B.  faid  what  would  all  the  vaunted  com- 
nkerce  of  the  North  and  Bist  be  without  our  South- 
em  product— oar  cotton.  If  it  were  not  for  tLe 
cotton  of  the  South,  bow  could  the  Nottb  freight 
their  ships.  Would  they  load  them  with  onions, 
apples,  and  wooden  nutmegs}  No,  if  it  were  not 
for  the  cotton,  their  boasted  commerce  would  fall  at 
once.  Mr.  B.  merely  referred  to  this  as  an  answer 
to  what  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  said; 
but  be  Ibonghi  it  was  impolitic  and  useless  to  insti- 
tute such  comparisons. 

After  adverting  to  the  singular  discrepancies  be- 
tween the  statements  of  Messrs.  Bienabo,  Evans, 
Bbll,  and  others  of  the  Opposition,  who  bad  ob- 
dertaken  to  abuse  the  Admistration  as  extravagant, 
Mr.  B.  said  he  would  take  his  ground  on  tbii 
broad  fact,  which  be  commended  to  the  especial 
-notice  of  Southern  men.  He  Asserted  that  since 
Mr.  Van  Buren  bad  been  in  power;  he  had,  with  a 
decreasing  revenue,  and  an  iocreising  country,  re- 
duced the  expenditures  of  tbe  Government  nearly 
ten  millions  of  dollars. 

Mr  B.  then  proceeded  to  prove  this  by  reference 
to  authentic  documents:  after  which,  in  a  very  se- 
vere maaner,  he  animadverted  on  the  conduct  of 
those  gentlemen  who  had  charged  the  Administra- 
tion with  extravagance. 

He  showed  that  the  extraordiiiary  expenditures 
of  the  Florida  war,  the  public  buildings,  the  remo- 
val of  the  Indians,  tbe  pensions,  bad  all  been 
charged  upon  the  present  Admioistraiioa  as  ordi- 
nary expenses;  and  vet,  uoiwithstanding  alt  these 
disadvantages,  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  managed  to  re- 
duce the  expenditures  nearly  ten  million.-  of  dollars. 

Mr.  B.  then  ;ave  his  vie^s  on  tbe  taiiir,  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  odicr  subjects  broached  by  tbe 
speakers  of  the  Opposition.  And  having  con- 
cluded, 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  the  committee 
rise;  which  prevailed. 

Bat  no  quorum  voting,  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  that  fact  to  the  House. 

Mr.  ALPORO  moved  that  the  House  again  go 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  ADAMS  a<iked  thai  the  House  be  counted 
to  see  whether  a  quorum  was  present;  and 

On  counting  the  House,  the  SPEAKER  declared 
that  there  were  sixty  members  present. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  that  the  House  new  ^- 
joorn. 

On  thai  qaestion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called; 
which  were  ordered,  ahd  were:  Yeas  27|  nays  26. 

So  the  House  adjoanted. 


The  committee  appointed  on  Saturday  last  to  av 
certain  and  report  a  mode  of  ezamiiking  and  ooaal- 
ing  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  consists,  on  tbe  part  of  tbe 
House,  at  Mr.  CusBiao.  Mr.  Jonas  of  VirginiSi 
Mr.  GBAvaER,  Mr.  Dawson^  and  Mr.  AraaaToii; 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  of  Mr.  PaasTOii,  Btr.  Hua* 
BARD,  and  Mr.  HoanNOTOH. 


IN  SENATE. 
WcDNKSDAt,  February  3, 1841. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  compli- 
ance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to 
tbe  survey,  to  ascertain  and  designate  the  boundary 
line  between  die  Stale  of  Michigan  and  the  Terri- 
tory of  Wiskonsan;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Alio,  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  Patent*, 
showing  the  operations  of  the  Patent  Office  daring 
the  year  1840;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  . 

Mr.  WRK3HT  presented  a  remonstrance  from  a 
large  number  of  cilizens  of  Seneca,  New  York,  In 
opposition  ~  to  the   passage  of   a  bankrupt   law; ' 
which  was  laid  on  tbe  table,  and  ordered  to  ba 
printed. 

Mr.  W.  alto  pre!«nted  a  memorial  of  tbe  pilots 
of  the  port  of  New  Yoik,  praying  for  a  repeal  of- 
the  pilot  law  of  1337;  which  was  laid  on  Ibe  table, 
and  ordered  lobe  printed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  eleven  memorials 
of  Faddlers  and  harness  makers  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  the  imposition  of  a  daty  on  foreign  sad- 
dlery and  harness;  which  were  referred  to  Ihe  Com- 
mittee on  Manafactures. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  presented  tbe  memorial  of  oer- 
tain  manufacturets  and  mechanics  of  the  United 
States,  praying  tbe  passage  of  a  law  for  the  securi- 
ty of  the  rights  of  the  prnprietors  of  designs  and 
patent",  which  was  oidered  to  be  printed,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  tbe  Patent 
Ofiice. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  a  petition  of  tbirty^fonr 
citizens  of  Perry  county,  Ohio,  praying  Ihe  passage 
of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee  en 
the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  th«  place  of 
holding  one  of  the  terms  of  the  Circuit  and  District 
Courts  in  Ohio;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Ccmmiiiee  on  ihe  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  granting 
to  the  county  of  Johnson;  in  Ihe  Territory  of  Iowa, 
the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of  laad  for  a 
seat  of  justice  fnr  said  county,  and  lepealing  tbe 
recond  section  of  an  ac',  approved  the  3d  filarcfa, 
1839,  entitled  "An  act  making  a  donation  of  land 
to  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 
ing public  buildings  thereon,"  reported  ihe  same 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  STURGEON,  from  tbe  Conuniltee  on  Re- 
volutionary Claims,  to  which  was  reCened  a  Mil 
for  the  reli«f  of  the  representatives  of  CaptainWil* 
liam  Williams,  laieoftheState  of  North  Carolina, 
deceased,  reported  tbe  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  from  tbe  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Post- 
master Qeneral  to  settle  tbe  claims  of  WiUiaai 
Neil  and  Co.  wbicb  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  a  sa- 
sond  reeding. 

Mr.  LINN,  in  porsaanee  of  previous  nolias,  ' 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  grant- 
ing a  pre  emption  right  to  Ba«ch  Evansr  which  was 
read  twice,  ud  referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

Mr.  BENTON  sabmitud  the  following  resola« 
tion: 

Rtitlvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be 
instiucted  to  inquire  tbe  ezpedieney  of  granting  a 
pension  lo-ihe  widow  of  tbe  late  Captain  Davis  of 
the  3d  artillery,  who  died  tin  consequence  of  siebg 
ness  and  ezposnre  in  his  endeavors  to  perform  dot/ 
in  the  late  gallant  expedition  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Harney,  ibroagh  the  Everglades  in  Florida. 

Tbe  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and,  with  aeeom- 
panying  documents,  referred  to  the  Commitiee  on 
PensiOBS.         ' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  IheCttt- 
miitee  on  tbe  Post  0$ce  aad  Post  Aoads  was  in- 
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etruOeiio  inqttire  inio  the  eipedieney  of  e8iabli>h- 
lag  •  mail  roaie  from  Bridieeville,  by  way  of  Pair- 
field,  in  Pichen;  e  anty,  Alabama,  to  Maeon,  in 
Noxubee  eoanty,  Mississippi. 

Mr.  BOBINSON  said  he  was  ioitrncted  ~by  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to 
nMve  that  3500  copies'bf  the  report  of  Mr.  Plitt  op* 
oa  Ike  administiation  of  the  post  offices  in  tbe  dif- 
ferent kingdoms  of  Europe,  be  printed  for  the  nse 
oftheSeoate. 

This  motion  gavp  rite  to  an  extended  debate,  in 
whieh  Messrs.  ROBINSON,  TAPPAN,  CRIT- 
TENDEN, BUCHANAN,  PEESTTON,  LINN, 
HONTINQTON,  SMITH  of  Connecucat,  CAL- 
HOUN, KNiaHT,and  LUMPKIN,  pardcipated. 
Tbe  coQiroveried  point  in  the  discassfoa  was  the 
aathoriiy  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  depute  an 
agent  to  Eorope,  which  was  answered  by  tlie  pro- 
duction of  a  resolation  of  the  Senate  reqairinK  him 
to  collect  informati  >n  which  coald  nototberwiiie'he 
proeored.  Most  of  the  Senators  bore  s<roog  testi- 
mony to  the  ability  and  valoe  of  tbe  report  of  Mr. 
Plitt,  and  ihe  faiibfulnrss  with  which  he  bad  per- 
formed the  dntits  confided  to  him.  The  resolation 
to  print  aai  agreed  to. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

Tbe  following  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and 
passed: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  egal  representatives 
of  Naihaniel  P/yor,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  tbe  re:ipf  of  Ephraim  D.  Dickson. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  reiief  of  J.  M.  Slrader. 

Tbe  bill  fur  tbe  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Madame 
De  LiM$ef .  , 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gutdon  S.  Ilobbirti,  Ro- 
bert A  Kinzie,  and  oiben. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  A.  Harrison. 

The  bill  fo[  the  k\  ef  of  the  heirs  of  Miguel 
EUaTa. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  ot  the  legal  representatives 
of'Piene  BoDhomme. 

The  bill  for  therelief  of  Henry  Wilson,  and 

Toe  bill  for  the  relief  of  (he  legal  representatives 
of  Colin  Bishop. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PRENTISS,  the  bill  for  the 
rrl.ef  of  John  Mi  Neil  was  taken  up,  considered  as 
in  committee  of  tbe  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  ibird  readintr- 

GENERAL  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  that  the  considera- 
tion of  ihe  special  orders  be  po>tpon(d,  ind  that 
the  Senate  proceed  to  consider  the  bill  establishing 
a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy,  which,  after 
some  discussion,  was  agreed  to, with  an  qnder^tand- 
ing  that  it  would  be  taken  up  to  morrow  at  on* 
oVslock. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KING,  the  Senate  went  into 
the  ^nsideration  of  Executive  businesf. 

And  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
WanmsDAV,  February  3,  1841. 

Mr.  CUSHINO  said  he  was  instructed  by  tbe 
joint  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  votes  for 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
•ad  to  notify  the  peisons  elected  of  their  election, 
to  ask  (bat  the  House  concur  in  the  following  reito- 
lution: 

Beulvti,  That  the  two  bouses  will  assemble  in 
the  cjhamber  of  the  Hotise  of  Representatives  on 
Wednesday,  the  lOth  ot  Febroary,  at  13  o'clock, 
and  the  President  of  the  Senate  shall  be  presiding 
officer,  that  one  person  be  appointed  a  teller  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  two  on  tbe  pari  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  make  a  list  of  ihe 
votes  as  they  sball  be  declared;  that  the  result  shall 
be  declared  to  ih'!  President  of  tke  Senate,  who 
shall  announce  the  slate  of  the  vote,  and  tbe  per- 
'  sons  elected,  to  the  two  Hotises  ai  aforesaid,  which 
shall  be  deemed  a  declaration  of  the  peronit  elect- 
ed President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  and,  together  with  a  lia  of  voter,  be  entered 
on  the  jonrnaS  of  the  two  Houses. 

TtM  resolution  was  concurred  In. 

Mr,  LEET  asked  leave  to  present,  and  have  re- 
femd,  tbe  memorial  of  B:nedict  Reynolds,  of 
Wastungtoa  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a 
pension.  Objections  being  made,  leave  was  not 
graated. 


Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  moved  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  Commiitce  of  the  Whole  on  the 
State  of  the  Union,  and  resume  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order. 

Mr.  STEBNROD  moved  a  reconnJeration  of  ibe 
vote,  taken  on  yesterday,  by  which  the  fellowiog 
resolution  was  adnpiedj 

Whereas,  the  bill  of  ibis  House,  (No.  398,)  en- 
titled "An  act  to  authrrize  the  itsning  of  Treasury 
notes,"  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  stale  of  tbe  Union,  on  the  18th  day 
of  January  last,  and  has  been  made  unUer  disctis- 
sion  to  Ibis  time: 

And  whereas,  mncli  of  the  indispensable  public 
business  is  yet  to  be  acted  on;  therefore, 

Betolved,  That  said  coaimillee  be  discharged 
from  the  fnrihrr  consideration  of  said  bill,  from  and 
after  the  21  day  of  February  tost,  at  3  o'clock,  p. 
m.  unless  the  same  shall  be  reported  to  the  House 
bsfure  that  time;  and  that  saiJ  bill,  with  such 
amendments,  if  any,  as  shall  have  been  adopted  in 
said  committee,  shall  be  then  taken  up  in  the 
House,  and  be  tbe  special  order  until  finally  disused 
of;  reserving  to  said  committee  tbe  right,  accord- 
ing to  the  roles  of  the  Hoose,  to  report  the  same 
sooner  if  the  discussion  shall  terminate. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  hoped  a  vote'Dn  the  motion 
to  reconsider  would  be  taken,  as  be  had  an  amend- 
ment to  propose,  so  as  lo  pot  the  coming  Adminis- 
tration on  precisely  the  ;ame  fooling  as  the  present 
Admistration,  in  regard  to  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes;  and  he  hop°d  the  motion  would  prevail, 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  his  amendment 
to  be  inircduccd.  The  subs'ance  of  ih;  amend- 
ment was  this:  give  the  succeeding  Administration 
the  power,  in  case  there  were  five  millions  outstand- 
ing on  the  4th  of  'March,  to  issne  five  millions 
thereafter.    ' 

After  some  conversation  between  Mesvs.  PBOK 
and  L.  WILLIAMS,  the  amendment  was  then 
read,  as  follows: 

Provided,  That  in  case  tbe  Treasury  notes  out- 
standing  and  unredeemed,  issued  under  former 
laws  of  C  Ingres^,  added  to  the  amount  of  such 
notes  issued  under  the  act  and  actually  expended, 
or  i«aed  to  mret  payments  due  and  payable  before 
the  4'h  day  of  March  next,  shall,  on  the  4th  day 
of  March  next,  exceed  th«  sum  of  five  mil'ions  of 
dollars,  then  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  lo  issne,  by 
virtue  of  the  provisions  of  ihis  act,  such  furher 
amoont  of  the  said  notes  as  will  make  the  whole 
amonnt  issued  under  this  act  and  applicable  to 
payments  falling  due  affer  the  4d  day  of  March 
next,  the  full  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  to  re- 
consider, 

Mr.  DAWSON  raised  a  question  of  order.  It 
was  this:  whether  the  resolution  adopted  on  yester- 
day bad  not  become  the  rule  of  the  House?  If  that 
was  tba  case,  then  the  House  could  not  change  the 
order. 

Mr.  PECK  inquired  whether  a  majority  cohld  re- 
consider or  postpone  it. 
Tae  SPEAKER  replied  in  tbe  affirmative. 
Mr.  WATTER3T0N  moved  the  prvviouj  ques- 
tion; which  was  seconded. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  main  question; 
whereupon, 

Mr.  WHE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were — ^yea«  96,  nays  53,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Meisrs.  Adams,  Alford,  John  W.  Al- 
len, Aibettoa,  Banks,  Bond,  Boyd,  Sampson  H. 
Butler,  Calhoun,  Jubn  Campbell,  Carroll,  Casey, 
Chittenden,  Clifford,  William  R.  Cooper,,Crtig, 
Crocke'.t,  Cross,  Cartis,  John  Davis,  Dawson,  De- 
berry,  Dennis,  Doan,  Doif,  Eastman,  Fine, 
Fisher,  Furuancr,  Galbraith,  Gates,  Gentry,  Gerry, 
Go^gin,  Granger,  Green,  Griffin,  Habersham,  John 
Hastings,  Hawes,  Holmes,  Jackson,  Jameson, 
Charles  Johnston,  Cave  JchnsoD,  John  W.  Jones, 
K*im,  Kemble,  Kille,  Lane,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lewip, 
Lowell,  Lucas,  McCariy,  McClellan,  Francis  Mal- 
lory,  Maichand,  Mason,  MediP,  MilUr,  Monroe, 
Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Peirikin,  P.ckens, 
Prentiss,  Randen,  Reynolds,  Uidgway,  Rives,  Ed- 
ward Rogers,  James  Rogers,  Samuels,  Sergeant, 
Shepaid,  Albeit  Smith,  Tkomu  Smith,  Steenrod, 


Stuart,  Sumter,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Philip  P. 
Tbomas,  John  B., Thompson,  Tripleit,  Peter  J. 
Wacner,  Warren,  Watterson,  Weller,  Bdwartf 
D.  White,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Thomas  W.  Wil- 
liams, Lewis  William.",  and  Wise — 96. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Andrew.*,  Baker,Beatiy,  Board- 
man,  Brewster,  A.  V.  Brown,  Carr,  Chinn,  Clarir, 
Connor,  James  Cooper,.  Crabb,  Cranston,  Cnsb- 
ing,  Elward  Oavles,  Diekerson,  Doe,  Dromgoolr, 
Earl,  Everett,  Giddings,  Hall,  Hawkins,  Henry, 
Hill  of  N.  C.  James,  Joseph  Johnson,  Kempsballf 
Lincoln,  Meredith  Mallory,  Monianya,  Moore^ 
Morrow,  Nisbet,  Osborne,  Parmenier,  Paynter, 
Peck,  Proffit,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Simonton,  Tra- 
man  Smith,  Starkweather,  Sweney,  Toland,  Tor- 
ney,  Vroom,  John  While,  Henry  Williams,  Jo- 
seph L.  Williams,  and  Christopher  H.  Williaau 
—53. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

The  resolution  of  Jtfr.  FILLMORE  being  now 
before  tbe  House, 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  strik- 
ing out  all  afier  the  word  "Baehed,"  and  inserting ' 
in  lien  thereof  the  following:  * 

"That  after  three  o'clock  the  debate  on  Ibe  bill 
shall  cease,  and  the  committee  shall  proceed  to  vole 
on  the  various  amendment  snbmitted,  and  la  be 
submitted,  and  then  report  the  bill,  with  theamead* 
ments  agreed  to  by  the  committee,  to  tbe  House." 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  WISE  aad 
BRIGGS, 

Mr.  STTEENROD,  in  reply  to  a  question  from 
Mr.  CosBiso,  said  he  did  not  move  for  tbe  recon- 
sideration for  the  purpose  ef  reopening  the  debate, 
but  merely  to  enable  his  colleague  [Mr.  Wise]  lo 
submit  his  amendment. 

The  question  wa«  then  staled  on  agreeing  to  Mi. 
Wise's  amendment  to  Mr.  Fiu.mors's  resoluiioBi 
when 

Mr.  TURNEY  called  for  tbe  previou  qnestioii. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  ibat  the  resolnlioii  do 
lie  upon  the  table. 

At  this  stage  of  tife  proceedings,  and  before  any 
qiefition  was  taken, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  inquired  whether  it  would  be 
in  order  for  him  to  withdraw  his  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  tbe  affirmau've;  and 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  withdrew  his  resolation. 

Mr.  BLACK  asked  whether  it  would  be  in  order 
to  move  Ibat  both  resolutions  be  laid  upnn  the  taUe. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  one  of  them  bad 
been  withdrawn. 

Mr.  MORGAN  inquired  whether  it  would  now 
be  in  order  to  move  to  go  into  a  committee  of  tba 
whole. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  a  motion  to  that  effect 
had  already  been  made. 

The  question  Was  about  being  taken  on  tbe  mo- 
tion to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  when 

Mr.  STEBNROD  cal'ed  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — ^yeas  93,  nays  81, 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messsrs.  Adams,  Alford,  Andrews,  Ba- 
ker, Beatty,  Bell,  Blask,  Boardman,  Brewster, 
Briggs,  Bynum,  Calhonn,  John  Campbell,  Carr, 
Caicy,  Chinn,  ChiKenden,  Clark,  Connor,  James 
Cooper,  Crabb,  Crockett,  Cartis,  Cashing,  Oanett 
Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dellet,  Doe, 
Dromgoole,  Everett,  Fillmore,  GatM,  Gentry,  Oog* 
gin,  Graham,  Granger,  Green,  Griffin,  dMaaeli, 
Habersham,  Hiland  Hall,  Hawes,  Thomas  Heaiy, 
Hines  Holt,  Francis  James,  D.  Jenifer,  Cbftrlea 
Johnston,  Kemble,  Kempshall,  King,  Lane,  Lewi<, 
Lincoln,  McOarty,  Meredith  Mallory,  Ftancia 
Mallory,  Marvin,  Mason,  Monroe,  Moore,  Mor- 
gan, Calvary  Morris,  Morrow,  Misbei,  Osborne, 
Peck,  Proffi-,  Randall,  Rariden,  Reed,  Jas.  Rogers, 
Russell,  Sergeant,  Simonion,  Slade,  TramanSmitk, 
Stuart,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Joba  B. 
Thompson,  Triplett,  Trnmbnll,  Peter  J.  Wagner, 
Warren,  Wallerson,  John  While,  Thomas  W. 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  and  Christopher 
H.  Williams— 93. 

NAYS— Mes^r*.  Judson  Allen,  John  W.  Allen, 
Alherton,  Banks,  BlackweP,  Bond,  Boyd,  Aaroa 
V.  Brown,  Sampson  H.  Boiler,  Carroll,  CbapoHUS, 
Clifford,  William  R.  Cooper,  Craig,  CraJisloB, 
Croas,  Davee,  Edward  Daviee,  John  Davis,  Dona, 
Doig,  Danean,  Barl,  BastmaB,  Ely,  Fine,  FiBber, 
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CWlKmitk,  Gariud,  CHddings,  Hawkiw,  HUl  of 
Moith  Cuolina,  Hrimes,  HopkinB,  Jackson,  Jame- 
nn,  Jpaeph  JofansoD,  Cam  Johnsoo,  John  Vf. 
Jones,  Ktim,  Kille,  Leadbetter,  Leet,  Leonard, 
homtH,  Lnus,  McClellan,  McClnre,  Marehind, 
Medill,  Bliller,  Montanya,  Samnel  W.  Morris, 
Newhard,  Parmeater,  Paynttr,  Petrikio,  Prentus, 
R^nolds,  Ridgvay,  RiTcs,  Edward  Rogers,  8a- 
moels,  Shepard,  Albert  Smith,  Thomas  Smith, 
Starkweather,  Steearod,  Strong,  i^tomtcr,  Swear- 
incen,  Sweney,  Taylor,  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Ja- 
OM  Thompson,  Tpmey,  Vfoom,  WeUer,  Jaied  W. 
WUUftms,  Henry  WiUiams,andWi8«— 81. 

Bir.  WISE  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He  Mid 
that  the  House  bad,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds,  adopt- 
ed the  lesolatiottof  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  FiLUioRS,]  and  pat  it  apon  the  jonrnal.  To- 
day a  motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  resolu- 
Hon.  It  was  reconsidered;  it  was  part  of  the  qaes- 
tk>a  before  the  Hoose,  and  was  sabjeet  to  amend- 
ment. The  Spxikcr  decided  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  had  the  right  to  withdraw  it. 

Tee  SPEAKER  reminded  Mr.  W.  that  he  shoald 
hare  made  his  paint  of  older  before  the  vote  was 
declared, 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  was  compelled  to  appeal  from 
liie  decision  of  the  Chair;  and  gave  notice  that, 
•Aer  the  eemmiitee  came  into  the  Honj»e,  he  wonid 
prnent  his  point  of  order. 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

The  Hoose  thea  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Uniop,  and  rcsnmed  the 
eonsideratiott  of  the  IhU  authorizing  the  issue  of  five 
millions  of  dollars  in  Treasury  notes. 

Bfr.  WBLLER  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  spoke 
at  some  length  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to 
die  objections  urgtd  against  it. 

After  explaining  the  circumstanoes  under  which 
lite  Seeretary  of  the  Treasury  asked  for  this  tem- 
poraiy  aid,  Mr.  W.  proeeedtd  to  notice  the  falla- 
CMUs  atgameots  of  the  Opposition  in  attempting  to 
prore  the  existtnce  of  a  national  debt. 

In  (tke  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  W.  obterved 
diat  before  the  rlfction,  the  cry  was  thai  the  Admi* 
nistralion  was  "(ztravagani;"  and  abnse  without 
end  was  ponred  out  apon  it.  But  now  the  cry  was 
suddenly  changed,  and  our  ears  were  assailed  by 
the  charge  of  "mean  parsimony."  By  way  of  il- 
lastration,  Mr.  W.  alluded  to  the  elaborate  speech 
of  Mr.  Ogle  in  relation  to' the  President's  furniture, 
vbieh  speMh  had  famished  a  theme  foe  all  the 
small  beer  poliiteians  in  denooncing  the  Adminis- 
tration for  extravagance.  Now,  however,  the 
charge  had  been  entirely  reversed,  and  the  Admi- 
Bisiralion,  instead  of  being  extravagant,  was 
abined  for  "mean,  niggardly  parsimony." 

Mr.  W.  then  give  his  views  at  some  length  on 
the  pre-emption  bill,  the  distribution,  and  gradua- 
tion system,  &c  He  afterwards  commented  upon 
the  conflicting  conclusions  lo  which  members  of 
the  Opposition  bad  come,  as  to  the  measures  pro- 
per to  be  adopted  He  conieoded  that  this  want  of 
tnutnimily  was  conclusive  evidence  that  Qeneral 
Harrison  had  not  come  out  and  ann  unced  himself 
and  his  politics.  If  that  individual  bad,  as  wai 
contended,  announced  himself,  bow  was  it  thai  his 
rapporters  diffired  so  widely  in  their  views?  Mr. 
W.  made  some  farther  remarks,  which  will  be  given 
hereafter  in  full. 

Mr.  BRACKENRIDOB  ttien  took  the  floor  in 
opposition  to  the  mode  of  relir-ving  the  Treasury  by 
the  iasne  Af  the<e  notes,  and  in  favor  of  a  loan. 
He  denied  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Whig  party 
to  b>v*  >*>  extra  sesjion  of  Congress.  Besides,  that 
did  not  come  within  their  province.  It  was  not  for 
then  to  say  whether  there  should  be  an  extra  ses- 
sKMi  or  not.  That  was  the  province  of  the  Presi- 
dtn>;  and  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  once  called  an 
extra  session,  why  shoald  not  Gsneral  Harrison,  if 
|w  saw  fit,  be  allowed  the  same  piiv ileget  Bat  he, 
Mr.  B.  hoped  there  would  be  no  reason  for  calling 
as  extra  session.  It  wrnld  ail  depend, however, 
on  the  amount  of  means  appropriatpd.  He  consi- 
dered Ave  millions  as  by  far  too  little,  and  that  at 
least  ten  millions  ought  to  be  provided. 

Mr.  MONROE  said,  be  would  take  op  but  fif. 
teen  minutes  of  the  time,  inasmuch  as-  he  intended 
10  eondne  bis  remarks  to  the  merits  of  the  bill,  in- 
tieitd  of  disctuting  natters  having  no  cennection 


with  it.  He  had  no  doubt  but  that  twenty  millions 
of  dollars  conid  be  raised  on  Government  bonds  at 
five  per  cent,  in  a  short  period.  Bat  that  would 
notfuit  the  views  of  the  Administmlion,  for  they 
had  so  great  a  repugnance  (o  any  thing  which  bore 
the  appearance  of  it  debt. 

Afier  some  further  remarksinfavof  of  relieving 
the  Treasury  by  means  of  a  loan,  Mr.  M.  pro- 
ceeded to  define  bis  position,  and,  in  the  course  of 
his  remarks  on  that  head,  touched  upon  the  tarilT 
question  and  the  compromise  act.  He  gave  it  as 
his  opinion  that  the  Soaihem  members  could  not 
be  brought  to  agrep  on  any  bill  for  a  tarlfl'.  He 
would  ventore  to  say  that  if  he  should  give  any 
Southern  man  a  week  to  prrpare  a  tariff  bi)],  no 
other  Southern  man  could  be  found  who  would 
agree  to  it. 

A  member  here  a^ked  Mr.  M.  whether  the 
Nerihem  members  could  agree. 

Mr.  MONRUE  said,  yes  they  could;  and  their 
being  able  to  agree  was  owing  lo  their  common 
school  system.  The  edacalion  Northern  men  re- 
ceived in  their  common  schools,  taught  them  com- 
mon sense. 

Mr.  M.  was  then  proceeding  in  defining  his  posi- 
tion, when 

Mr.  WISE  asked  him  if  be  hid  received  his 
practical  education  in  the  common  schools. 

Bfr.  MONROE  said,  no;  for  be  bad  remained 
too  long  in  the  South  lo  have  much  practical  edu- 
cation. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  had  the  advantage  over  some, 
for  he  was  so  fortunate  as  to  gel  his  education  in 
the  North. 

Mr.  MONROE  said  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia had  the  advaniage  of  him,  if  he  was  so  for- 
tunate as  to  get  an  education  any  where. 

After  some  further  remarks  el  a  humoronc  cha- 
racter, Mr.  M.  contended  that  although  there  might 
be  enough  for  the  present  wants  of  Government, 
yet  due  consideraiiou  ooght  to  be  h«d  to  the  state 
of  oar  army  and  navy.  It  was  well  known  that 
we  were  cot  in  a  cnndilioa  to  meet  a  hostile  force; 
and  Congress  would  not  dn  its  duty,  anleis  it  made 
a  sufficient  appropriation  for  placing  the  army  and 
navy  op  a  proper  fooiirg. 

Mr.  ALPORD  regretted  the  ne.-esiily  for  his 
rising  lo  take  part  in  the  debate,  but  when  he  :>aw 
the  condoct  ol'  his  Iriends  in  at'em;  ting  to  stamp  the 
coming  Administration  with  features  it  ought  not  lo 
bear,  be  could  not  remain  silent  In  his  seat.  He 
felt  it  his  duty  to  rise  and  say  a  few  words  on  the 
tnbject,  because  he  A-Stted  honestly  from  his 
triends,  and  bad  his  snspicioas  as  to  the  course  ihey 
thought  proper  to  pursue.  Yes,  he  would  assure 
them  thai  be  ever  would  act  as  an  honest  man;  and 
ttey  might  be  avnr'd  ihst,  so  lorg  as  the  patriotic 
citizens  of  his  Stale  honored  him  with  aseat  on  tbHl 
floor,  he  would  Fp  ak  nut  his  tentimen!s,  ai)d,  io 
far  as  he  was  able,  do  them  jus'ice. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  re?rei'ed  the  inlroiUicion  of  so 
many  topics  hav'ng  no  matner  of  ;c>niieciion  wiih 
ihe  bill,  which  he  did  not  care  much  whetb  r  it 
pas.-<ed  or  co".  But  a*  hi?  vote  wou'd  not  turn  the 
scale  either  way,  for  the  sake  of  consistency  he 
might  give  it  agiinst  the  bill.  -  At  'he  ^ame  time, 
however,  he  most  express  his  opinion  that  the  pre- 
sent state  of  Ihe  Treasury  imperatively  .demanded 
that  somelMng  should  be  done. 

But  he  would  repeat,  that  the  bill  be'bre  them 
had  been  nearly  1 1^  t  sight  of  io  the  debate;  for  no 
sooner  vas  it  iairoduced,  than  the  gentleman  fiom 
New  York  [Mr.  Birnird]  gave  notice  of  hij  in'en- 
tion,  afwr  moving  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause, 
to  introduce  an  amendment  laying  a  tax  on  foreign 
wines,  siik^  and  other  articles. 

It  <«««  lo  this  fact  that  his  attention  had  been 
fixed,  and  his  fears  aroused.  Here  were  suddenly 
developed  the  plan<  of  theh'gh  tiriff  party  of  the 
North;  and  all  the  line  spun  arguments  is  favor  of 
that  drradfttl  system  had  been  retailed  on  the  floor, 
no  doubt  long  ago  prepared  in  the  closet,  and 
spun  and  wove  in  the  elegant  mannractures  of  the 
North.  It  was  this  scheme  of  a  high  tariff  in  dis- 
gaise,  which  he  complained  of,  and  ha  thought  he 
saw  it  at  the  first  movement  ol  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Birnird  ] 

He,  Mr.  A.  believed  that  coming  events  cast 
their  shadows  before,  and  he  tboaght  be  could  see 


in  this  movement  of  the  high  tariff  men  of  the' 
North,  a  derign  to  bnild  op  ihe  manufacturing  in- 
terests at  the  sacrifice  of  the  rights  of  the  £tontb. 
His  friends  mast  permit  him  to  give  bis  honest 
opinions,  for  honest  he  would  be  m  spite  of  any 
man  or  a»y  party.  No  party  ever  had  power  lo 
crush  his  opiaiont. 

Mr.  A.  then  proceeded  to  show  that  a  tariff  of 
pro'ceuon  for  the  maoufacinres  would  not  ba  tbe  less 
sensibly  felt  because  it  was  sought  to  be  introduced 
under  tbe  plausible  and  rpeeiou]  preienee  of  a  ta- 
riff for  raising  revenue.  He  believed  he  could 
foresee,  under  this  plausible  pretext,  a  design  to  in- 
troduce measures  for  a  high  tariff  of  protection, 
and  one  of  the  most  oppressive  character  that  the 
South  could  possibly  bear. 

Mr.  A.  then  proceeded  to  argue  that  the  attempLs 
of  Mes.'rs.  Barnard,  Evans,  BxLt,  and  others,  lo 
swell  the  expenditures  ol  Oovernmen',  were  to  fur- 
nish a  pretext  fur  a  high  tariff.  The  object  of  those 
gentlemen  was  lo  make  the  ezpendiinres  of  Go- 
vernment as  high  as  possible,  that  there  migh'.  be  a 
plausible  pretext  for  a  high  tariff. 

Bat  why  shoald  the  tariff  qae.slion  be  agi*ated 
before  there  is  any  necessity  for  ill  This,  in  his 
opinion,  was  decidedly  the  worst  feature  in  ihe 
whole  business.  Why  did  gentlemen  expend  such 
mighty  labor  in  att<mptiog  to  prove  the  existence 
of  an  enormous  debt,  in  order  that  th6  American 
people  might  be  persuaded  that  a  high  and  mighty 
tariff  was  necessary? 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Bahnard] 
had  attempted  to  prove  the  existence  of  a  necessity 
for  forty  millions,  and  that  it  will  be  necessary  to 
raise  this  forty  millions  by  a  tariff.  Bui  be,  Mr.  A. 
would  ask ihat  gentleman.whether  he  really  believed 
himself  in  his  ownca'culaiiont  Was  the  gentle- 
man really  in  earnest?  Was  that  a  proper  calcula- 
tion for  the  economical  administration  of  General 
Harri&on?  The  coiiipromise  act  declared  that  no 
more  tariff  should  be  laid  than  was  sufficient  lo 
meet  the  neeeviiies  of  GovernmeDl;  but  here  the 
high  tariff  men  were  marking  out  an  enormou!^  Go- 
vernment debt  for  the  purpose  of  raismg  an  al- 
m'ghty  tariff. 

In  reply  to  a  qu-sslion  from  Mr.  W.  Thompson. 
Mr.  A.  said  he  condemced  the  past  extrflvafanre 
of  the  present  Admini>traiioa,  but  now  the  elociion 
had  been  decided,  he  was  not  the  man  1 1  fij>ht  a 
dead  corpv.  He  was  sure  hit  friends  wou'd  not 
suspect  bim  of  not  being  friendly  to  G  n»ral  Har- 
rison. I  will  (said  Mr.  A  )  sustain  bim  to  ihe 
death,  and  do  my  duty  to  Ihe  South,  nolwithsland- 
iog  all  Ihe  scowling  of  my  Northern  friends.  Yes, 
I  will  support  HarrisoB.  I  supported  him  when 
be  had  but 'few  other  supporters,  and  I  will 
support  him  now.  Were  I  lo  do  otherwise,  it 
would  be  unjust  and  unkind  towards  my  coastiiu- 
ents,  those  noble  felloA^s  of  Georgii,  who  took  ihe 
lea'l.  aad  went  ahead  in  this  businei:s. 

Afif  r  s  ime  further  remarlts  of  the  above  nature 
Mr.  A.  a^ain  adcened  to  the  sliange  calculations 
i>f  bis  Northern  friendii,  who  had  attempted  to 
prove  the  ezistenee  of  a  great  national  debt  as  a 
pretext  for  a  hi.'h  tariff.  He  begged  them  lo  make 
their  catcolations  ovtr  again,  and  see  if  they  were 
not  a  Utile  mistaken. 

It  was  his  firm  belief  Ihat  there  was  no  necessity 
for  any  tariff  stall  at  this  time  for  raising  revenue. 
Wher*,  then,  was  the  cause  for  Ihe  labored  at- 
Tturn'ms  of  genileinea  lo  show  this  necessity  for 
raising  foiiy  millions.  Was  the  necessi'y  fnjioded 
in  fact?  No,  it  was  not.  Tbe  whole  of  it  was 
founded  on  the  mAnufacturiog  interest  of  iheNorib. 
Was  not  that  the  real  vnd  plain  truth?  Had  not 
the  «  hole  scheme,  and  the  arguments,  been  spun, 
wore,  reeled,  and  dyed  in  tbe  elegant  manufacto- 
ries of  Ih"!  North?  Yes,  they  might  depend 
upon  it,  that  this  whole  scheme  of  showing 
an  enormous  debt,  was  of  Northern  manufacture. 
Th:  lexinre  was  beautiful,  but  he  would  warn  his 
Suulhern  friends  lo  take  heed  in  time,  and  not  suf- 
fer them'selves  lo  be  caught  in  its  fine-spun  web. 
Ai  for  himself,  they  might  rest  assured  Ihat  he 
wou'd  n»  ver  be  forced  into  tbe  ranks  of  Ihe  enemy. 
Although  he  respected  his  Northern  friends,  and 
gave  ihem  credit  for  honest  motives,  yet  h«  could 
not  surrender  his  jndgaent  in  matters  where  he 
clearly  foresaw  the  interests  of  the  Sonih  must  snf- 
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ter.  H«  otJMl  WM  t»  stand  op  %iid  to  let  for  ibe 
Soatb,  (be  fairett  portion  of  ihi  world,  which  wi> 
once  bloominf!  like  the  garden  of  Eden  before  its 
AelHs  were  desiroyed  by  the  oppressive  tariff  law. 

Hr.  A.  then  went  on  to  show  that  ihU  forty  mil- 
Ihms  was  wanted  by  the  North  for.  building  their 
liShibonses,  harbors,  fortifications,  etc.  Not  how- 
ever that  he  was  against  a  proper  display  of  de> 
fenc,  for  be  believed  that  the  only  way  of  pre 
veotinf  hostilities  was  ta  inske  a  show  of  fight. 
He  knew  that  from  experien^;  for  be  had  been 
saved  many  a  drabbing  l>y  an  appareAt  willingnen 
to  fight. 

Mr.  A.  then  alluded  to  a  former  speech  on  the 
Canadian  border  troables,  and  sa=d  (bat  now,  as 
well  as  then,  be  would  urge  a  proper  dist- 
p!ay  of  deiermina:ion  on  our  part  to  repel 
the  aggresnon  of  the  Britith  lion.  If  we 
did'  that,  (here  would  be  no  fear;  and  it 
ever  the  British  lion  of  daeen  Victoria  should 
come  roaring  to  the  Falls  of  Niaaara,  he  would 
there  find  the  American  Eagle  sitting  in  majesty, 
at  the  sight  of  which,  be  would  cast  binuelf  down 
that  mighty  cataract,  howling  in  dcf  pair. 

Mr.  A.  again  repeated  bis  waroii^  to  liis  friends 
of  the  South  in  relation  to  the  tariff  web,  which 
was  thus  weaving  to  catch  them.  They  might  de- 
pend (hat  Ibis  proposition  for  a  tariff  on  wines  and 
silks  at  (his  lime  was  a  ruinous  thing. 

Mr.  A.  then  proceeded  to  contend  that  it  was 
perfectly  just  and  reasonable  to  afford  llie  present 
Administration  all  the  aisislance  it  required.  As  for 
the  calculations  of  gentlemen  to  show  how  much 
was  owing,  they  anionnied  to  nothing,  for  their 
could  beso  premi^es  on  which  to  found  suth  cal- 
culations. Time  o.nly  could  show  how  much  was 
owinr.  The  chairman  of  (be  Commidee  of  Ways 
and  Means  bad  a^k«d  on'y  for  five  million*,  and 
the  Administration  contended  that  this  was  all  they 
needed.  Bat  there  was  some  differeoce  between 
Ibis  five  millions, and  iha  /br/y  millians  sought  (o 
be  made  on(  by  (hegrnileman  from  New  Yok  [Mr. 
Babdibo.] 

He  (Mr.  A.)  must  b«  permitted  to  say,  ihat  he 
did  believe  this  movement  on  the  part  of  his 
Nvnbern  friends,  was  all  a  hoax  to  forestall  the 
comiog  AdmiAistration,  and  to  say  that  Van  Bnren 
went  out  of  pewer  with  a  debt  of  fotly  millions,  to 
show  (he  urceFsity  for  a  high  tariff. 

The  gendeman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell^  had 
ontended  (hat  this  forty  millions  ma^t  be  paid  im- 
■Lediately  by  a  tax  on  wines  and  8ilk«.  Now  the 
honorable  chairman  «f  (he  Indian  Committee 
spoke  like  one  having  authority;  yes,  just  as 
if  (he  robes  of  oOice  were  already  hanging 
from  bis  shoulders.  As  to  that,  t)e  (Mr.  A.) 
bad  not  the  smallest  object  on,  fur  be  hoped 
bis  friend  would  get  an  ofSee.  -  And,  continued 
Mr.  A.  all  who  are  in  favor  of  that  will  say  "ay." 
{laughter.]    But  aoeordiog  to  (he  statement  of  that 

?intlemaD,  and  that  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
ork  trgeiher,  the  amount  required  for  the  coming 
Administration  was  swelled  to  a  hundred  and  twenty 
mUinu!  Great  Qod!  >aid  Mr.  A.  what  a  s'ate  o[ 
ibingx !  and  all  to  show  (he  necessity  of  a  mighty 
tariff. 

He  then  proceeded  to  ezpres-!  his  opinion  that 
this  description  of  things  had  leen  meaningly  and' 
purposely  brought  aboui  by  the  gentleman  fioin 
New  York;  there  could  he  no  qnestioa  of  it.  He 
called. rn  his  co'leagnrs  from  Qecrgia  now  (o  re- 
member wba(  be  h«l  (old  ibem,  when  this  proposi- 
tion of  tbegrntleman  [Mr.  Barnard]  was  first  in- 
troduced. He  had  told  them  that  this  would  open 
the  discussion,  and  nbat  would  be  the  contequences 
of  it. 

After  ;ome  further  remarks,  Mr.  A .  drew  a  glow- 
'  ing  picture  a;  to  irh^  must  be  the  consequences  of. 
this  tariff  measnre  to  the  Souih  Here  was  a  sum 
of  a  hundred  and  twenty  millions  sooght  to  be 
proved  as  required  by  the  coming  Adminiktraiion, 
and  the  means  ut'  raising  i(  was  to  place  a  tax  npim 
luxuries.  He  appealed  lo  tte  tariff  men  of  1828, 
who  laid  a  tax  upon  the  poor  man's  salt,  his  sugar 
and  molasses,  and  who  ground  hie  cons>ituents  io'o. 
the  dust,  as  to  whether  they  were  now  sinc:re  in 
their  piopoaiiion  to  tax  luxuries.  If  they  were  now 
(iiteere,  he  would  go  with  (htm  in  what  was  right; 


•  but  ha  must  tell  them  (hat  he  looked  upon  (hem 
with  a  suspicions  eye. 

Af«r  giving  bis  views  in  detail  on  (be  policy 
pursued  towards  towards  (be  South  in  relation  to 
(he  (ariff,  Mr.  A.  said  (bat  it  was  not  his  inlendon 
ta  exempt  silk  from  iaxadon;  but  (his  was  the 
wrong  (ime;  i(  was  bad  policy  tif  inUroduoe  the  sab' 
ject  now. 

The  movers  in  (his  ma((er  knew  very  well  that 
the  scheme  could  not  be  poshed  through  at  the  pte- 
sent  session,  and  if  it  could,  it  would  not  afford  re- 
lief in  time.  What  then  was  the  objecit  Why 
it  was  to  forestall  public  opinion— (o  show  the 
overwhelming  aece^ity  of  a  high  tariff,  and'  to 
bring  it  down  upon  (hem  at  the  called  session. 
This  was  true  as  Holy  Writ. 

Mr.  A.  proceeded  to  argue  ibat  the  proper  course 
would  be  (0  leave  (be  (a'iff  question  until  the  regular 
seAion  of  Congress,  when  ihe  people  of  the  Soath 
would  come  up  to  iL  like  men,  and  object  to  no 
reasonable  plan  for  raising  revenu:  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  Government. 
~  He  then  referred  to  the  plan  for  a  distribu'ionof 
(he  public  lands,  and  maintained  iha(  it  was  only  a 
gilded  bait.  It  was  a  plan  to  abstrac(  some  mil- 
lions from  the  revenue.  It  was  a  recret  pulling  of 
lb*  wires  by  the  (ariff  men  before  General  Harri- 
son came  into  power. 

As  to  the  wants  of  Government,  it  was  his  opi- 
nion that  the  present  duties  on  imports  would  be 
amply  Fullicientlo  meet  the  wants  of  the  comiog 
AdoiioistratioD;  fo(  the  election  of  Harrison  had 
infused  life  and  confidence  every  where,  and  from 
aJI  appearances  there  would  be  no  lack  of  means. 

ACier  adverting  to  several  other  topics,  Mr.  A. 
concluded  by  warning  bis  friends  against  a  called 
session.  He  rsminded  them  that  a  called  sersion 
was  (because  of  (he  downfall  of  Mr.  Van  Bureo, 
and  he  feared  such  a  course  would  have  the  lams 
effect  on  (he  fortune  ot  General  Harrison. 


IN  SENATE, 
TnuitsDAT,  February  4,  1841. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  eommuni- 
ca(ion  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  reply 
10  a  resolution  of  (he  Senate  requiring  a-  plan  of 
home. valuation  on  goods  impoited,  instead  of  va- 
luation in  foreign  countries;  wh:ch  was  ordered  lo 
b«  printed. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  the  petition  of  forty-two 
citizens  of  Brown  county,  Ohio,  praying  the  pat- 
sate  of -a  bankrupt  law,  including  banlts;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  presented  a  commnnicaiion 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tj'easnry,  exhibiting  the 
expor(s  and  imports  of  sugar  during  (he  year  end- 
i-.g  (hf  30ib  September,  1840;  which  was  laid  on 
th:  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  prefeated  a  memorial 
fiom  cit  zans  «f  Camden,  S{  uib  Carolina,  praying 
the  passage  of  a  general  banltropt  law;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TALLMAOQB  preseniet  a  memorial  of 
Geo.  Edmund  P.  Gaine.^,  snbmiiting  a  system  of 
national  defence;  which  was  refened  to  the  (Tom- 
miitee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  T.  also  presented  a  rnomoiial  of  citizens  of 
Albany,  remonstrating  against  the  pas.sage  of  the 
bankrupt  bill;  whiih  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MOUTON,  from  the  Cummitlee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  confirming  the  claim 
of  (be  heirs  of  Antonio  Gras  lo  a  U-act  of  laud  in 
Louiiiaoai  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
tions,  reported  a  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  Thankful 
Reynolds;  which  was  lead,  and  ordered  lo  a  se- 
cond reading. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  grant- 
ing a  pre-emption  ri^l  lo  Enoch  Evans,  reported 
the  same  witbont  amendmei\t. 

Mr.  KING,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduduee  a  bill  to 
authorize  Alexander  Pope  to  introduce  materials 
for  three  iron  steamboats  free  of  dutf ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nanre. 

Mr.  WIUuIAMS,  from  (he  Committee  on  Naval 


ASUts,  to  which  was  referred  Ibe  oommnnleatiOB 
of  the  Secrotary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of 
American  water  rotted  hemp,  reported  a  joiat  re* 
solatien  on  the  subject;  which  was  read,  and  otderad 
a  to  second  reiding. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  gave  notice  that  to-morrow 
he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Langlree  and  Jenkins. 

The  bill  for  (he  relief  of  John  MacNeil  was  read 
a  third  (ime  and  passed. 

On  moUon  by  Mr.  KING,  the  ntemorial  of 
Samuel  H.  Thompson,  now  oafile,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
y  The  CHAI  (hen  annoooced  the  general  ofden. 

Mr.  STUREON  asked  that  they  m^t  be  post- 
poned, for  (be  nrpoieof  taking  op  the  bill  for  *• 
relief  of>  Eliza  Causin,  daughter  and  heir  of  Joha 
H.  Stone,  dcceaied. 

Mr.  RUGGLBS  moved  that  all  (be  orders  be 
postponed,  for  ih)  pacpose  nf  taking  up  (he  bill  Cor 
the  better  security  of  the  lives  of  passengers  on 
board  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
steam.  ^ 

I  Mr.  CRITTENDEN  hoped  that  neither  of  these 
bills  would  be  taken  up,  but  that  they  would  go  at 
once  into  the  contideration  of  the  bankrupt  hill. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  did  not  think  it  was  in  order 
to  take  up  a  special  order  until  1  o'clock.  He  re- 
gretted Ihat  so  much  of  the  time  of  the  Senate  was 
consumed  in  motions  to  give  preference  lo  some 
bills,  and  take  them  cut  nf  their  places  on  the  ca- 
lendar. He  hoped  the  Senate  would  proceed  to 
(he  consideration  of  Ihe  general  orders  as  they  stood 
on  the  calendar. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
STDROEON,  and  lost. 

The  Chair  then  again  resumed  the  general 
orders. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  asked  that  the  question  might 
be  taken  on  his  motion,  which  was  done,  aad  it 
was  nega>ived. 

The  general  orders  were  then  taken-up,  and  the 
bill  for  (h«  relief  Reynell  Coates  and  Walter  R. 
Johnson  was  considered  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  after  explaining  the  merits  of 
the  bill,  offered  an  amendment  for  the  relief  of 
William  McMurtrie. 

Mr.  KING  opposed  the  ameadment,  and  it  was 
lost. 

Mr.  KING  then  moved  lo  amend  by  striking  oat 
the  amount  charged  for  outfits;  which  was  agreed 
to,  and  ihe~bill,  as  amended,  ordered  to  be  eogroassd 
for  a  third  reading. 

CHARTER  OF  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  'the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
to  amend  and  ccntioue  in  furc :  (he  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Washingloa, 
reported  the  same  with  (he  following  amendment: 

Strike  out  all  after  ibe  enacting  clattse,  and  in- 
sert- 
That  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the 
inhabitaais  of  the  c  ty  of  Washington,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  approved  May  the  fitleentb, 
one  thousand  eight  hiudred  and  twenty,  and  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  Ihe  act  lo  in- 
corporate the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton," passed  the  twenty-5ix<h  of  May,  one  tbonsand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  be,  and  th^  same 
are  hereby,  continued  in  force  for  the  period  of 
twenty  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  except 
so  far  as  the  same  may  oe  inconsis'xot  with,  or  re- 
pealed by,  the  following  provisions,  or  by  any  act 
hereafer  to  be  passed  by  Congress. 

Sec-  2.  Jnd  be  it  enaeUd,  That  the  PresideiU  of 
the  United  Stales  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  aulhorixed 
and  required,  Within  two  months  from  the  passage 
of  this  act,  to  select  and  appoint  three  discreet  aad 
sensible  men,  inhabitants  of  said  city  of  Wadiin^- 
ton,  as  eommitsioners,  whose  doty  it  shall  be  to  lay 
off  and  divide  said  city  into  six  wards,  in  such  man- 
ner, and  with  such  bounds  and  limits,  as  to  seen  re 
to  each  ward,  as  near  as  may  be,  an  equal  namher 
of  inhabiiants,  and  as  may  be  otherwise  most  ooB- 
venient  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  city.  Tlie  said 
cornmissioners  lo  have  the  said  wards  plalaly-aad 
distinctly  nurked  and  designated  npon  a  plal  af 
said  city,  which  they  are  to  have  pr^ared  for  ike 
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ontfote,  aad  to  sabmit  saidplat  and  their  proceed- 
Uf  lodwPrasideiiiof  the  United  States  for  hisap> 
pwvil;  and  die  tame,  when  so  approvrd  by  bin, 
Me  to  he  deKvcred  to  the  msTor '  of  said  city, 
a«  be  by  hhB  filed  away  and  preserved  amoag 
the  mrefaiTes  of  said  city.  And  sbotild  the  stid 
yiumtogs  ef  the  commissioners  aforesaid  set  he 
mpprnteii  be  will  report  the  same,  vith  his  obj3c- 
tiens,  to  Coegress,  at  its  next  regntar  sessioB;  and, 
i«  that  event,  the  operatioB  of  rfais  act  shall  be  ms- 
^eaded  rnrtil  the  fnrtber  aetioa  of  Congress  upon 
tiM  aabjeet;  and  the  said  oemmissioners  ^aM  be  al- 
lowed aad  pai4  otit  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
•ot  etfierwise  apptopnated,  a  compensation  for 
thHT  sarrices,  to  be  fixed  by  the  President,  bnt  not 
to  eiBMd  the  aam  of  six  dollars  each  per  d;iy,  for 
evaiy  day  tbey  shall  l>e  actually  empWyed  in 
Ike  perfuimanee  -of  the  doty  hereby  rrqaired  of 


aaa.  3.  Jhd  bt  tt  aueui.  That  the  Board  of  AldeO' 
IM*  for  said  oity  (hall,  after  the  expir<iion  of  terms 
for  wUeh  the  existing  members  were  chosen,  con- 
riit  of  two  aaembers  ftom  each  of  said  six  ward*,  so 
waibnsaid  to  be  laid  off  and  aaerrtained,  said 
Members  id  be  residents  in,  and  choeen  from  each 
ward,  by  the  qaalified  voieirs  in  each  ward  respec* 
Uwd|,  at  the  time  and  ia  the  manner  now  pre- 
teifbad  by  hti^  and  the  Board  of  Common  Coancil 
tlHill  ia  like  manner,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
tinM  for  wbieh  the  existing  membets  were  chosen, 
eonaist  of  three  members,  to  be  resident  in  and 
dko«n  &om  each  of  said  tix  wards  rrspeciively, 
bf  tlw  qualified  voteie  therein,  at  the  timee  and  in 
the  Manner  now  provided  by  law. 
•  Sac.  4.  Jini  bt  a  t'uattd.  That  any  free  white 
■ale  eitisen  of  the  XTaited  Statu  above  die  age  of 
tweaty-oae  years,  who  shall  have  resided  ana  bad 
Ua  dMaicil  in  the  said  City  of  Washington  for  one 
•tele  year  immediately  preceding  any  election  for 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  or  Commsn  Conncilmen,  and 
who  shall  have  given  in  his  name  to  the  Register  of 
tke  aaid  City  at  least  twelve  months  before  the  elee- 
tien  at  wbicb  be  shall  offer  to  vote,  to  be  entered 
«poa  the  regittry  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  City, 
Wirieh  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  raid  Begii^ler 
lt>  keep  for  that  parpose,  and  who  thall  have 

Kid  all  taxes  lawfally  assessed  to  or  open,  and 
yable  by  bim,  shall  be  entitled  to  voteatsoch 
election;  and  the  oegleet  or  failure  of  the  corp> 
rate  antiioniies  of  said  city  to  levy  or  assess  to  er 
rnpen  any  citizen  a  poll  tax  or  other  tax,  shall  not 
«ferate  to  deprive  snch  citizen  of  his  right  of  voting 
at  any  eleeilott  in  said  ciiy. 

Sao.  4  Jtfti  h*  U  mtcttd,  That  so  maeh  of  the 
aeis  hereby  eoniinned  as  require  any  property 
qaallBeaiien  whatever  for  the  lAcers  of  mayor, 
•Idetman  or  common  councilman,  be,  and  ihesame 
is  bereby,  repealed;  but  the  persons  who  may  here- 
after be  ehoiea  for  either  of  those  offices,  shall  re- 
speetirely  be  ia  all  other  respects  qualified  as  the 
eiiMiBg  Uws  require. 

8sc.  6  jtnd  bt  it  tuat'td.  That  the  corporate  au- 
(keriiiea  ot  said  city  of  Washington  shall  have 
flill  powei  to  levy  and  collect  a  poll  tax  lirom  every 
tree  white  male  inhabitant  of  said  city,  of  the  age 
of  twealy-oneyeatsor  upwards,  not  exceeding  in 
aasouDl  one  dollar  in  any  one  year. ' 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
THE  BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  bill  to  esiaUitb  a  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruvter  ihrowbont  the  United  States  being  taken  ap, 

Mr.  CRrrTBNDEN  rose  to  explain  its  provi- 
ikMis,  but  he  said  he  had  no  ii>t*ntion  to  enter  into 
aa  elaborate  argument  on  (he  sat>j*et,  for,  if  a  de- 
bate were  to  follow,  Ic  would  amount  to  a  rejec'on 
of  the  bin  at  this  Ute  period  of  the  session.  The 
bfll  bad  been  fnlly  debited  at  the  last  session,  when 
tt  WW  paseed,  aiid  a  protracted  debate  now  was, 
temore,  unnecessary,  as  be  presamed  the  cpi- 
•ions  of  the  Senators  were  in  no  respect  changed. 
The  bill  was,  limits  main  features,  tbe  same  as  the 
MH  on  wbieh  they  bad  heretofore  acted;  and,  after 
caffiBf  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  a  report  made 
by  eommissioners  appointed  by  the  British  Crown, 
who  eoBsisted  of  eommi  sircers  in  the  bankniptcy 
tad  insolvent  courts,  he  left  the  measure  to  the  dis- 
pqial  of  the  Senate. 

Mr>  BENTON  rose  to  make  a  motion  which 
waMttfototeitonepriiietpal  feature  in  this  bill; 


it  was  in  relation' to  the  manner  in  which  certifi- 
cates should  be  granted  to  debtors  when  discharged' 
from  their  debts.  Toe  bill  befire  them  provided 
that  the  oerttficate  should  be  decreed  and  allowed 
by  tke  court  which  deciarel  the  debtor  a  bank- 
rtipt  without  the  concurrence  of  the  creditors, 
which  differed  in  that  respect  from  the  Engli^ 
bankrupt  law,  and  from  all  bills  which  had  hitherto 
been  brought  into  Co;)gress  on  tiiat  subject,  by 
which  the  assent  of  a  portion  of  the  creditors  was 
always  reqnired.  Now  on  this  point  he  proposed 
to  test  tbe  Senate,  whether  they  should  inirodoce 
such  an  innovation  as  this  bill  proposed,  and  allow 
judges  to  decree  and  allov  a  certificate  on  a  case 
made  oat  almost  ex  p/artt,  and  without  the  consent 
of  the  ci  editors.  Bis  motion  was  to  strike  out  the 
fourth  section,  and  to  insert  the  forty-second  and 
forty-third  sections  of  the  bankrupt  bill,  which  was 
matured  in  the  Senate  in  1837,  which,  if  adopted, 
would  make  this  essential  difference  in  this  bill, 
that  instead  of  tbe  bankrupt  being  diwharged  by 
Uie  act  of  the  judge  without  the  consent  of  the 
crediton,  he  should  not  be  discharged  nniesson  cer- 
tain condition?,  the  principal  on:  of  which  wa«, 
that  two-thirds  of  bis  creditors,  in  number  and 
amount,  should  sign  the  certificate.  With  rei^peet 
to  the  precise  number  he  was  not  particular,  bathe 
was  desirous  that  some  certain  number  of  ih.: 
creditors  should  assent  thereto.  He  believed  this 
power  was  due  to  the  creditor;  it  was  a  power 
wbieh  Congress  .  thould  not  undertake  to 
take  away;  ind«ed,  it  wai  one  of  the  great 
fundamental  principles  of  the  bankrupt  bill, 
which  had  not  hitherto,  either  in  th^s  couatry 
or  in  Englandbeen  dephrted  from,  that  the  credi- 
tors (hotild  control  the  issuing  of  the  certificate, 
and  he  (Mr.  Benton)  looked  upon  it  (hat,  under 
our  Constitaiioo,  which  prohibited  them  from  im- 
pairing the  obligation  of  contracts,  tb^y  ought  not 
deprive  the  creditor  of  the  jpst  right  he  had  exer- 
cised in  such  cases  under  (ioiilar  Uws.  What 
could  be  objected  to  such  a  provision?  Would 
it  be  said  that  the  creditors  would  be  bard  hearted, 
and  that,  therefore,  they  would  withhold  tbe  cert'- 
Scale  from  a  poor  debtor  who  had  become  so  by 
misfortune,  or  improvidence  even?  Such  an  ar- 
gument was  contradicted  by  experience,  which 
Unght  them  that  where  there  was  fairness  on  the 
part  of  the  debtor  towards  the  creditor;,  there  was 
klmbst  uniformly  generosity  to  the  impoverished 
and  honest  debtor  on  the  pari  of  the  creditors.  It 
had  been  tbe  practice  for  the  debtor  and  the  credi- 
tors to  meet  together,  and  where  the  debtor  showed 
himself  to  be  honestly  indebted,  and  unable  to  meet 
his  engagement  >,  he  was  released;  and'he  (Mr.  Bin- 
ton)  held  then  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  argu- 
ment that  creditorv  were  heard  hearted,  to  object 
10  the  substitute  which  he  ofTertd.  He  therefore 
moved  to  strike  out  the  fourth  Acction,  and  insert 
the  sections  he  bad  ^mentioned. 

The  Secretary  haVing  read  the  .sections  proposed 
to  be  introduced — 

Mr.  HUNTIJSOTONconeu'red  wih  his  f.iend, 
the  Senator  fr.^m  Kentucky,  that  if  this  bill  was  to 
be  debated  section  by  section.  It  mnst  be  obvious  it 
could  not  be  passed.  His  own  Slate  (Connect'cut) 
had  very  little  interest  tn  this  bill,  yet  he  mD^t  be 
permitted  to  say  that  he  had  several  rbjeciions  to 
the  amenilment  of  ihe  Senator  from  Mi^.sonri.  It 
was  a  perfect  anomaly  in  all  judicial  proceedings  to 
require  in  snch  cases  sot  only  the  intervention  of  a 
court,  bnt  aUo  of  two-thirds  of  the  creditors.  By 
the  f-inrih  settion  of  this  bill,  which  it  was  now 
proposed  to  strike  out,  there  -vas  ample  security 
provided  for  the  bona  fide  credit'T;  the  question  of 
fVaud  was  determinable  by  a  cnurt,  and  why  should 
the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  creditors  be  re- 
quired, when  a  court  bad  determined  the  debtor  en- 
titled to  his  di-'^charzcl  He  could  not  ite  why 
this  peculiir  privilege  should  be  given  to  creditors 
in  this  case,  more  than  in  any  other,  when  they  had 
the  opportunity  to  bring  the  debtors  before  a  proper 
tribunal  He  taw  no  reason  whatever  to  place 
snob  power  in  the  hands  of  ci  editors.  He  objected 
to  vest  creditor.^  with  the  power  to  interpose  an  un- 
just reCof  al  to  the  discharge  of  honest  debtors;  he 
had  aUo  ether  objections;  bnt  as  the  measure  had 
been  fully  debated  at  the  last  session,  h*  would  not 
now  detain  the  Senate. 


Mr,  HUBBARD  bad  considered  this  bill,  and 
had  prepared  a  moiinn  which  he  had  intended  to 
submit  to  the  Senate,  but  he  presumed  tbe  Senator 
from  Missouri  had  given  to  it  the  considetatioti 
which  it  demanded,  and,  therefore,  he  should  not 
interfere  with  the  honorable  SenalorVi  amendment. 
The  honorable  gen'leman  from  Connecticut  said  a 
perfect  anodialy  was  involved  in  that  amendment. 
Now,  what  was  the  proceeding  to  whicli  the  amend- 
ment referred?  A  binkrnpt  wa«  about  to  be  dis- 
ebarged  from  his  liabilities  to  his  creditors,  and  (he 
bankrupt  was  allowed  to  take  his  own  time,  and  to 
make  his  own  preparation,  and  to  make  the  decla- 
ration when'  it  suited  hi)  own  conrenience,  and  i 
th«  creditors  interposed,  the  Senator  from  Conneef 
ticut  said  it  was  an  anomaly  I 

Now.  in  every  bankrupt  system  with  which  be 
[Mr.  Hubbibd]  was  acquainted,  it  was  incorpo- 
rated; and  why  tbould  it  not  be  so  now?  Had  not 
every  gentletnan'j  experience  warranted  him  ia. 
making  the  declaration,  that  where  there  was  one 
creditor  that  refused  to  discharge  a  debtor,  there 
were  ten  dithonest  debtors  that  sought  to  impose  upon 
an  honest  creditoi?  He  was  willing  and  desirous  to 
give  security  to  tbe  boned  debtor,  but  he  would  not 
lose  sight  of  tbe  boaest  creditor.  His  State,  (New 
Hampihire,)  would,  perhaps,  be  as  li  tie  affected 
by  a  binkrapt  bill,  as  any  other — as  yrt  neithecbe 
nor  his  colleague  had  received  a  singU  memorial 
or  remons'rance  on  the  subject — but  when  they 
were  legislating  in  this  matter,  he  hoped  they 
would  prec<ed  with  due  care,  and  not  palm  a  one- 
sided bill  on  the  community,  and  neglect  to  pay  a 
due  regard  to  the  interests  of  creditors.  Of  what 
eanhly  benefit  was  this  fourth  section  to  the  credi- 
tors? What  earthly  protection  weald  it  afford 
themi  The  whole  bill  from  the  first  to  the  last  was 
a  bill  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  debiori  and  it 
did  n<>t  regard,  as  he  viewed  it,  the  interest  of  the 
creditor.  He  rejoiced  that  the  hinorable  Senator 
from  Mis-souri  had  brought  forward  his  proposition, 
and  he  (Mr.  HuBBisD)  shoiild  call  for  the  ayes 
and  noes  thereon;  but  he  trusted,  in  saying  what  be 
had  now  said,  he  should  not  be  accused  of  being 
unmindful  of  the  unfortnoate  debtor. 

Mr.  NORYE'-L  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  be  adopted.  He  would  rather  see  no  bankrupt 
bill  pass,than  a'bill  with  such  a  clau.<e  as  that  pxo- 
posd  by  the  Senator  from  Missou'i.  The  section  of 
the  Constitution  lo  which  the  Seaatnr  ftom  Mis- 
souri rererred,  prohibited  the  Siates  impairing  the 
obligatioo  of  contracts,  and  did  not  militate  agiiost 
tbfir  power-  to  pass  tbe  bill  as  it  was  introduced. 
He  regretted  to  see  gentlemen  so  much  behind  tbe 
age  in  which  they  lived  in  reference  to  subjects  of 
this  kind;  if  tViey  kept  equal  pace  with  the  people. 
tbey  should  at  ones  do  whst  jU'tice,  andmerey,  and 
humanilr  calind  upon  them  to  do. 

Mr  CRITTENDEN  said  ihc  bill  prorided  that 
if  the  creditors  dissented,  it  should  arrest  the  judge'* 
graniiag  a  certificate,  and  the  matter  was  to  be  put 
upon  trial;  and  if  it  were  then  determineJ  that  tbe 
debtor  «a<i  a  bonafM  bankrupt,  the  ju  'ge  should 
grant  the  certificate,  without  the  epccarrence  of 
tbe  etediiois.  But  it  vas  now  propo&ed  fo  to  alter 
it  as  to  make  the  cons  nt  of  the  creditors  indispen- 
sable in  all  caser.  Now  the  mi>xhievous  conse- 
quences of  such  power  being  vested  in  the  credi- 
tors was  shown  in  the  repnrt  <>f  the  British  com- 
missioners, to  which  he  had  before  teferred,  and  to 
an  extract  from  that  repo;t  he  begged  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Snaie.  Having  read  the  extract- 
Mr.  WKIGHT  fUfgesled  a  modification  of  the 
amendment  of  the  Seoator  from  Missouri;  hi* 
impression  was  that  a  m!>j  >riiy  of  the  creditors  was 
safficient,and  be  hoped  his  friend  would  sobstiiute  a 
majority  tor  two  thirds,  on  whose  consent  the  cer- 
tificate should  be  granted.  If  he  understood  the 
question  then  before  tbe  Senate,  it  was  a  very  im- 
.  portant  one.  The  State  L^isfatures,  by  tbe  Con- 
stitution, could  not  cancel  the  obligation  of  eon- 
tracu<:,  and  the  question  presented  to  the  Senate 
was,  on  what  conditloi)  they  would  do  it?  Should 
it  be  entirely  without  the  concurrence  or  ac- 
tion of  the  creditors?  And  if  so  npou 
what  principle  would  they  proceed.  Why 
was  tbe  appeal  made  to  them  now?  If  he  un- 
derstood it,  it  was  that  a  man  may  have  a  great 
many  creditors,  and  ma^  compouitti  with  tU  bni 
jiqitized  by  „ 
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one;  and  that  that  one  might  b2  incorrigible. 
Bat  were  (hey  prepared  to  go  farther  than  to  say 
that  the  debtor  sbonld  be  discharged,  when  he  se- 
cored  the  good  will  of  bi>  creditors  in  number  and 
Tala  1  If  he  eonld  not  procare  the  consent  of  a 
majariljTi  rqaity  would  appear  to  b;  strong  on  the 
side  of  the  creditors.  He,  however,  only  r<'se  to 
jagg(«t  a  modification  of  the  amendment,  which  he 
wished  ihe  Senator  from  Mi  soar!  to  adopt. 

Mr.  BSNTON  accepted  the  modification, 

Mr.  MEBRICK  was  in  favor  of  the  exercise  of 
the  poner  which  Congress  possessed  to  pass  an  uni- 
form bankrupt  law,  bat  tbere  we're  now  bat  about 
three  weeks  remaining  of  the  session,  and  there- 
fore, whatever  labor  they  might  onderiake  in  re< 
rercoc*  to  this  bill,  it  would  do  no  good,  for  the 
measure  could  not  be  matured.  If  the  bill  passed 
the  Senate  it  coald  not  pass  the  other  bianch  of 
Cbngres!>,  and  therefore  he  looked  upon  the  time 
which  would  be  consumed  la  a  discussion  upon 
this  bill  as  so  much  valuable  time  lost,  to  the  ob- 
strneiion  of  other  measures  which  might  be  ma- 
tured and  passed.  He  had,  therefore,  ri^en  to 
more — and  be  did  it  in  nn  spirit  of  hostility  to  the 
bankrupt  bill,  bat  to  avoid  an  unnecessary  eon- 
somption  of  time — that  the  whole  sabject  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  NORVGLL  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes 
thereon. 

Mr.  WBIGHT  suggested  a  change  of  the  mo- 
tion to  one  of  indefinite  postponement.  But  if  the 
Senator  from  Maryland  persisted  in  bis  motion,  he 
should  desire  permission  to  say  a  few  words  in  ex- 
planation of  the  vote  he  should  give,  and  other 
Senators  misht  desire  the  same  privilege.      ^ 

Mr.  MERRICK  withdrew  his  motion,  to  m?et 
the  wishes  of  thn  Senator  from  New  York, 
r  Mr.  WRIGHT  then  explained  that  he  should 
rote  for  an  ind-flnite  postponement,  because  there 
wa;  no  reasonable  hope  that  they  could  pa  s  a 
bankrupt  bill  daring  the  present  sefsion;  there  wa« 
not  time  to  do  so,  for  be  knew  that  M>me  days 
would  be  required  before  they  cooM  come  to  a 
concloNDn  upon  it  in  this  body.  When  the  bill 
was  before  them  la»t  year,  he  labored  to  make  it 
as  perfect  as  (he  Senate  would  consent  that  it 
dhonld  b.%  and  his  duty  to  himself  would  require 
that  he  should  try  kgiinlo  make  it  s>ill  m»re  per- 
fect; hot  at  this  perioj  of  the  !>essionhe  would  pre- 
fer an  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  WHITE,  after  a  few  words  respecting  the 
near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  peision,  and  the 
paucity  of  business  yet  received  from  the  other 
branch  of  Congress,  said  he  felt  inclined  to  vote 
for  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Merrick]  but  he  should  prefer  a  poitpone- 
meot  to  a  day  certain. 

Mr.  SEVIER  hoped  the  Senate  would  do  one 
of  two  things;  etther  lay  ih<T  bill  on  the  tab!e  or  go 
on  with  it  en  its  merits.  Tiiey  were  then  wa.<>ting 
their  time  with  a  discussion  ab>at  what  moiiou 
should  be  made. 

Mr.  CLAYof  Kentuc'iy  hoped  the  Senate  would 
go  on  with  the  bill,  and  di-charge  its  doty  to  the 
country,  without  reference  to  the  other  branch  of 
Congress. 

Blr.  PRESTON  did  not  think  the  bill  could  pass; 
it  should  not  pass  by  his  vote,  for  he  should  go 
against  it.  There  was  now  much  aniiety  in  the 
eoontry  respecting  this  measarr,  and,  if  it  were 
postponed  indcfiniieiy,  that  agitation  would  con- 
linoe.  He  was  ready  to  vote  against  ihe  bill;  but, 
•?  several  gentlemen  were  anxious  to  take  (b«  vote 
upon  it,  he  hoped  it  would  be  such  a  vote  as  would 
qaiet'the  matter  with  the  public. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  could  not,  as  at  present  ad- 
vised, vote  for  the  bill.  A  few  da)  sago  ht  bad 
said  he  was  wi:ling  to  give  it  a  fair  trial,  and  he 
was  not  prepared,  at  the  present  stage,  to  rote  for 
laying  icon  the  tabic;  he  could  wait  a  d.iy  or  two, 
bat  he  had  not  the  most  di;Stant  expectation  that  it 
wonld  be  pa>s;d.  In  the  course  of  a  day  or  two, 
be  thought  the  friends  of  the  bill  would  be  satisfied 
it  could  not  pass,  and,  thererore,  he  would  suffer 
them  to  go  on, 

Mr.  MERRICK  .<aid,  as  there  appeared  lo  be  a 
diversity  of  opinion  amongst  Senators,  he  would  nut 
peisist  in  his  moiion. 

Ml.  BAYARD  expressed  himself  to  be  opposed 


to  the  bill,  bat  he  was  not  willing  to  vote  to  lay  it 
on  the  table. 

The  question  was  (hen  taken  on  Mr.  Benton's 
modon  as  modified  on  the  su^eesii'n  of  Mr, 
WaiQHT,  au'l  uegaiiyed  by.  the  following  vote — 
ayes  18,  noes  23. 

YEAS— Meisr^.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lampkiu, 
Prentiss,  R^ane,  Robin^on,  Se«  er,  Smith  of  Con- 
necticut, Sturgeon,  Tappao,  Wall,  and  Wright — 
18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bales,  Clay  of  Ala- 
bama, Clay  of  B>n'nelry,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Difon,  Qraham,  Henderson,  Hantingtoo,  Knight, 
Mangnm,  Merrick,  Moaton,  Nicholas,  Nicholson, 
N^rvell,  Porter,  Preston,  R'ves,  Rugg'es,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Webster, 
White  and  Williams— 23. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  (hen  moved  that  the  bill  be 
recommi'ted  to  the  Coinmittee  on  the  Judiciary, 
wi(h  iosTnctioQS  to  incorporate  in  it  the  follow- 
ing provision,  v'z: 

First.  Proper  and  suitable  provisions  to  em- 
brace all  banks  und  all  other  trading  incorporations 
in  i(s  prospective  operation. 

Second.  Proper  and  suitable  provisions  to  give 
(he  credi(or3  of  every  baokrapi  an  opportunity  to 
choose  the  assignee  of  the  estate,  and  only  autho- 
rizing the  judge  to  appoint,  when  (he  credi(or8 
omit  to  do  so: 

Third  Proper  and  suitable  provisions  to  secure  to 
every  bankrupt,  when  the  commission  of  bank- 
rap(cy  issues  upon  (he  application  of  creditors,  a 
right  to  apply  to  ihe  judic  in  concurrence  with  a 
majority  in  number  and  in(erest  of  his  creditor;,  to 
supersede  (he  commisnon,  and  to  give  authority  to 
Ihe  judge  lo  crant  the  application. 

Fourth.  Proper  and  suitable  provisions  lo-  au- 
thorize the  judge,  or  coOit,  in  bankrup'cy,  in  case 
any  bankrupt  sball,  pending  the  proceedings,  offer 
a  composition  to  his  cieduors  which  thall  be  ac- 
cepted by  (hree-fourths  in  amount  of  them,  to 
compel  the  acceptance  of  the  composition  by  ihe 
remaining  foarth  in  amount  of  the  creditors,  or  ra- 
ther to  accept  it  for  them,  and  di-scharge  him. 

Fifth. '  To  strike  oat  from  the  bill  all  provisions 
which  secure  preferences  to  any  class  of  creditors 
in  any  one  State,  which  arc  not  equally  pieferred 
by  (be  lawsof  all  the  S(a(es,  and  all  volaniary  pre- 
ferences by  (he  bankrapl  in  all  cases- 
Sixth.  Proper  and  suitable  provisions  lo  pun- 
ish, as  felony,  any  inlentional  -concealment,  or 
withholding  of  any  part  of  his  assets  from  his  as- 
signees by  any  bankrupt,  or  the  conniving  at  any 
fictitious  claims  against  his  estate. 

Mr.  WALKER  thought  the  coarse  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  Hampshire  a  most  extraoidinary 
one.  While  professing  he  has  no  intention  lo  de- 
lay action  on  this  bill,  ae  submits  a  moiion,  which, 
if  !>ncces.%rul,  will  most  eflcctually  produce  that  re- 
sult Did  not  every  Sena'or  konw  that  a  recom- 
mitment of  this  bill  mojt  inevitably  po.tponeibe 
action  of  thii  body  upoa  it  until  so  late  a  period 
that  will  place  it  beyond  the  reach  of  the  ac  ion  of 
the  House?  Why  not  propose  these  amend- 
ments separately,  and  have  a  vote  taken  vfoa 
themt  In  the  present  position  of  the  ques- 
-tion,  the  friends  of  some  of  the  provisions 
proposed  by  the  S.-nator  from  New  Hampshire 
were  embarrassed.  He  himself  was  in  favor  <if 
the  anendmenl  propofing  to  include  banks 
in  (he  provisions  of  the  bill.  He  had  voted  for  it 
last  session  and  he  would  arain  vote  for  i';  but  if 
tb6  firiends  of  the  banks  were  in  a  majority  on  this 
floor,  and  refused  to  subject  them  to  the  operations 
of  Ibis  law,  he  was  not  willing  that  bis  constila- 
ents  should  be  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the  bill 
on  that  account.  He  ^hoald  vote  against  re- 
commilment  as  endangering  the  passage  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  ra.\d  be  bad  not  made  the  mo- 
tion to  delay  the  bill,  but  because  after  mature  re- 
flection, he  (hough  the  provisions  be  bad  su*bmitled 
should  be  incorporated  in  any  bill  pas^-ed  by  Con- 
gros  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy,  and  h«  thought 
it  was  not  possible  there  was  a  majority  in  that 
body  who  were  opposed' lo  the  second  of  these  pro- 
posed amendments— ibat  of  giving  the  creditors  a 
voict  in  the  seleeiion  of  the  assignee  of  the  bank- 


rupt. He  eonld  have  proposed  these  anundiM&li 
separately,  bat  was  of  opinion  that  a  reeonamiual 
of  the  bill  was  the  shortest  mode  of  aeoompUthiag 
his  porpo'e. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  aaid  he  was  alao 
opposed  to  the  recommitmcBt  of  ihe  bill  as 
unnecessarily  delaying  ihe  action  of  ike  Se- 
nate upon  it.  He  was  in  favor  of  some  of  ite 
provisions  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire,  bat  he  was  most  deeit'edly^pfoaad 
to  that  designated  by  ibe  Senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi. He  would  never  consent  that  hia 
Stale,  or  the  institutions  of  bis  State,  Aoald  Jte 
placed  under  a  commission  of  bankruptey.  He 
was  opBpsed  to  (he  bill  in  its  present  shape,  aad 
would  vote  agaiust  it,  but  was  willinf  tint  ilt 
friends  sbonld  have  it  in  their  power  lo  make  atMh 
amendments  as  might  render  it  les  objeeiionablc  lo 
him  aad  those  who  thought  with  him. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  be  hoped  the  fHnidf 
of  the  bill  would  vote,  not  talk.  He  need  not  remiBd 
them  thai  to  delay  its  passage  by  debate  would  m 
inevitably  defeat  it  as  if  there  was  an  expteas  ?ole 
of  the  Senate  lo  that  effeeu 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  sbonld  vote  for  reea«< 
mitmeni,  but  be  was  opposed  to  the  proposition  Vt 
include  incorporations.  He  had  spoken,  and  vowd 
agaiust  it  at  the  last  session,  and  he  held  the 
opinions  now. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  was  in  favor  of  i 
miiment,  and  in  favor  of  including  iDcorporations. 
He  was  in  favor  of  it  tfairieen  yeais  since,  when  n 
bankrupt  bill  was  under  consideratiott  in  this  body, 
and  he  had  seen  nothing  since  to  induce  him  lo 
(hange  his  opinion.  He  had  then  voted  for  it  in  eoaa*  ■ 
pany  with  about  a  dozen  other  Seaaiors.  Among 
those  who  had  voted  in  opposition  to  him  was  the 
present  President  of  the  United  Stales.  That 
distinguished  gentleman  has  since  chante4 
his  opinion.  The  bank  suspension  of  1837, 
which  was  so  readily  followed  by  every  bank  in  the 
Union,  and  its  coneomitant  evils,  had  convinced 
him  of  the  necessity  of  bringing  these  iDstiiniions 
under  the  operations  of  law. .  So  late  asOctuberaf 
last  year,  he  had  expressed  his  sentiments  on  this 
subje<!(,  in  a  letter,  with  a  clearness  and  a  candor 
cbaracieriilic  of  Ihe  man.  He  (Mr.  BBaTON>  would 
read  this,  as  better  than  any  ih>ng  he  eoald  sny  on 
the  sabject;  and  he  was  sure  it  would  be  listened  lo 
by  the  Senate  with  more  pleasure  than  any  remarks 
of  his  own.'  Mr.  Bxnt.ih  then  read  an  extract  from 
ih^  letter  of  President  Van  Boren,  ia  Ibe  rollowtee 
words: 

"It  would  constitute  no  objection  with  me  if  eor- 
poraiions  were,  in  a  proper  form,  embraced  by  the 
provisions  of  such  a  bill.  An  attempt  was  mnde  at 
(he  close  of  the  discussions  on  the  bankrupt  bill  of 
1 837,  in  the  Senate,  lo  include  banking  eorporaiions, 
by  inseiting  after  the  word  bankers,  in  the  descrip- 
tion of  ihd  persons  who  were  made  subjeet  to  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  the  words  "or  any  banking 
incorporation."  Assuming  (hat  (he  effect  of  this 
amendment,  if  it  pitvailed,  would  be  lo  make  tbe 
members  of  »acb  corporations  liable,  in  their  indi- 
vldual  capacities,  lo  the  penalties  denoancrd  by 
the  law  for  acts,  in  respect  to  which  their  charteis 
made  them  personally  irresponsible,  I  opposed  il  as 
an  uu'uthorized  interference  with  State  law&'  I 
could  not  now  approve  a  bill  containing  previtiona 
liable  to  SDch  an  objecUoo.  The  disaftrons  Mate  of 
things  produced  by  tbe  general  saspenMon  of  specie 
payroems  by  Ihe  banks  in  1837,presenied  forcoasiic- 
raiii-n,  in  a  form  which  could  not  with  prt^priwy  be 
disregarded,  the  qnestion  whether  Ihe  poarer  of  Con- 
gress over  'he  subject  of  bankruptcy  might  not  be 
brought  to  bear  npon  these  institutions  in  a  man^ 
n?r  which  would  stear  clear  of  that  diffieally.  UpM 
a  car<fal  examinatioo  of  the  sobj-ct,  In  nil  ils  bear* 
ingF,  I  was  induced  to  believe  that  this  might  be 
done  in  a  form  which,  while  it  afforded  relief  lo  the 
creditors  of  those  institutions,  and  advanced  the  pub- 
lic inlcFesIs,  wonld  be  ntiiber  liable  lo  iheobJeeUoa 
referred  to,  nor  encroach  in  any  o  her  way  npon  the 
rights  of  the  States  or  transcend  Ibe  anihoiily  of  the 
Federal  Qoverament.  -  A  provLMon  in  a  bankrupt 
law  auihorizin;  the  bill  holders  and  crediiora  jot 
all  banks,  af^er  a  specified  delay  in  the  payment  of 
their  notes  in  rpecie,  lo  institute  proceediogs  to 
cause  their  affairs  to  be  wound  np  and  their  effects 
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to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  tbeir  debts,  wonld, 
ia  my  jadgmeDi,  be  a  measaie  of  that  ebaracter. 
Its  objeet  and  effect  wogld  only  be  to  compel  them 
to  i*iseharge  dse  oUifaiions  &ey  ineoned,  abd  the 
labilities  they  were  nnder  according  to  the  Suite 
laws,  by  giring  to  their  creditns  for  thispnrpcse  a 
remedy  which  Congress  alone  can  efleciiully  con- 
fer.'  Hie  contraets  between  iodiridua's  are  also 
made  luder  the  sanction  of  the  laws  of  the  States 
and  regnlatcd  by  them.  Tho(e  haTiog  claims  an* 
der  these  contracts  may  resort  to  the  Stale  conns  to 
enforce  them,  as  it  is  also  competent  for  the  credi- 
tors of  banks  to  do.  The  obj«ct  of  a  bankmpt  law 
weald  be  to  famish  the  creditor  an  additional 
remedy  to  compel  debtors  of  one  description,  to  do 
what,  nnd«r  the  laws  of  the  State,  it  is  tbeir  daiy 
to  do.  The  proposed  provision  in  regard  lo  baaks 
vonld  proceed,  alihongh  in  a  modified  form,  open 
the  fame  principle  and  lo  the  same  end,wiihoBt  de- 
priving the  corporation  or  its  members  of  any  rights 
or  immanities  secured  to  iheoi  by  the  State  laws. 
Balenainlog  these  views,.!  bronght  the  subject  lo 
the  notice  of  Congress  dnring  the  snspention  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banlu,  in  1837.  If  they 
are  correct,  it  would  seem  difficult  to  conceive 
on  what  ground  the  exemption  of  the  banks 
from  the  provisions  of  sneh  a  law  eould  be  sos- 
tained  by  those  who  insist  on  ita  application  to 
odter  elapses  of  onr  citizens.  Eqaal  and  exaet 
josiice,  the  only  proper  basis  of  legislation,  re- 
quires that  laws  should  extend  to,  and  operate 
npen  all  who  are  fairly  within  the  range  of  the 
same  policy.  Corporations,  thongh  artificial  bodies, 
are  compeseii  of  men,  are  managed  by  them,  and, 
like  ptiraie  dealingi>,  have  for  their  main  objects 
the  personal  advantage  of  iha  corporations.  The 
prinoiple  which  demands  their  exclusion  from  the 
operation  of  a  bankrapt  law  on  the  ground  of  inex- 
pediency, claims  for  that  portion  of  onr  citizens 
whose  property  is  ihos  invested,  privileges  and  ex- 
emptions denied  to  others.  Ic  proposes  to  secore  to 
them  as  creditors  all  the  advantages  of  such  a  law, 
without  making  them  liable  under  it  as  debtors.  On 
what  principle,  I  ask,  can  so  marked  a  preference 
to  one  portion  of  the  people  over  the  other  be  jasti- 
fiedt  Pnnctnality  on  the  part  of  incorporated 
buks  to  fulfil  their  engagements,  is  of  more  impor- 
tance to  the  oommonity  than  that  of  any  individual 
traders;  and  their  failare  in  perfoming  their  duty  is 
attended  with  much  more  injurious  eoascqoences. 
If,  then,  there  be  no  good  nason  for  the  distinction 
on  the  grotind  of  public  intaest'),  most  assuredly 
dieie  can  be  none  on  that  of  daims  to  fkvor.  The 
privileges  which  the  laws  already  give  to  those  in- 
stitutions, and  the  limited  liability  of  those  who  in* 
rest  property  in  them,  fumith,  on  the  contrary,  the 
strongest  reasans  against  tha  exemption  whkh  is 
claimed  in  their  behalf. 

"Whilst  on  every  dollar  so  invested  the  stock- 
holder has  a  right  to  loan  lwo,and  sometimes  three 
limes  the  amount,  and  whilst  he  is  shielded  from 
all  penonal  responsibility  in  case  of  the  failure  of 
the  bank  to  comply  with  its  engagements,  no  por- 
tion of  the  property  of  any  other  class  of  the  eom- 
muaity  has  such  artificial  value  ftven  to  it  by  law 
nor  is  it  protected,  in  like  manner,  from  the  hazards 
of  business;  but  on  the  contrary,  every  dollar  they 
possess  is  held  subject  to  the  claims  of  their  credi- 
tors. These  desirable  privileges  were  granted  tmder 
the  expeetation^  of  advantages  and  facilities  to  the 
public  to  be  derived  from  these  institutions,  not  one 
of  which  can  be  realized  if  they  fail  to  redeem  their 
Mils  in  specie  when  demanded.  Whatever  maybe 
thoaght  of  their  usefulness  under  other  circum- 
stances, all  must  admit  ihat,  if  they  cease  to  per- 
form tUs  important  function,  they  are  the  sources 
of  great  mischief,  "nie  reasons,  therefore,  for  giv- 
ing to  the  bill  holders  and  other  creditors,  whose 
odnAdenee  has  been  in  some  measure  obtained 
under  a  sort  of  legidative  guarantee,  full  and 
BKBipt  remedies  against  them,  in  case  of  failure  to 
fftfmn  thut  cngageaMBis,  are  stroigei  than  in 


eases  of  ordinary  debtors.  Should  a  baakruptlaw 
be  parsed  which  did  not  embrace  corporations,  hav- 
ing the  right  as  creditors  ta  avail  themselves  of  its 
advantages,  individuals  who  failed  in  personally 
performing  their  contracts  with  them  might,  by 
their  interference,  be  arrested  in  their  bnsines!',  and 
have  their  property  at  once  transferred  to  assignees. 
More  than  this,  they  might  he  involved  in  acts  of 
bankruptcy  by  the  failare  of  the  bnnks  them'selvcs 
to  fulfil  their  promises  to  them,  or  to  others,  on 
whose  punctuality  their  own  depended.  Th;  injus- 
tice of  the  distinction  in  this  view  of  the  subject  be- 
comes strikingly  clear,  and  1  am  wholly  at  a  loss 
to  know  on  what  ground  it  coald  be  upheld.  This 
is  not  a  mere  speculation  upon  remote  impossible 
coniiogeneies.  Hsd  there  been  a  bankrapt  law  in 
Existence  for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  thoasar:ds 
of  our  tellow-cinzens  would  haveb>*eo  subjecti*!  to 
its  provisions  by  resson  of  the  delays  any  difficul- 
ties ihcy  experienced  in  realising  the  demands  due 
to  them,  re.-uliing  indirectly  from  the  suspension  nf 
payments  by  the  banks,  whilst  against  the  banks 
themselves  they,  and  their  debtors  who  held  their 
notes  or  other  obligations,  would  have  beeh  compa- 
ratively remediless. 

'■The  Slates  have  certainly  not  been  sparing  in 
bestowing  upon  these  institutions  special  privilege^ 
and  it  lias  not  been  heard,  as  tnatcer  of  complaint, 
that  they  have  been  too  vigorons  in  enforcing  a 
strict  compliance  wiih  the  conditions  on  whith  the 
grants  were  made.  It  is  not  easy  to  comprshcnd 
the  extf  nt  to  which  this  principle  mig>it  be  carried ' 
in  exempting  traders  as  well  as  bankers  from  re- 
sponsibility to  this  remedy  for  a  non-performance 
oif  their  engagements,  and  in  enUrgiog  ih^.  sphere 
of  legislative  privileges.  Tlie  Slate  Lrgislatures 
have  been  in  the  constant  habit  of  incorporaticg 
mauttfacinring,  and,  in  some.form^,  commercial 
companies  also,  esch  of  whom  become  traders  of 
the  first  class.  If  these  companies,  in  addition 
to  the  particalar  advantages  and  personal  im- 
munities secured  to  them,  are  also  to  have 
their  effeois  exempted  fVom  liability  under 
bankrupt  laws,  the  efficacy  and  value  of 
the  constitntional  provision  on  the  subject  of 
bankruptcy  may  be  effectually  supeneded,  whilst 
thoee  who  are  not  possessed  of  sofficieot  iDfluence 
to  become  the  participants  of  legislative  favor, 
would  remain  subject  to  the  utmost  rigor  of  the 
laws  that  may  be  passed  under  i'.  While  I  would 
carefully  abstain  from  in'erfering  with  the  rig^t3  of 
these  corporations,  del  ived  from  State  anthority,  I 
would  not  add  to  their  privileges  by  exempting 
them  altogether  from  the  operation  of  a  general 
bankmpt  law,  when  such  exemption  would,  in 
many  cases,  operate  injuriously  upon  individuals 
snhjeet  to  its  provisions.  The  eorporaiions  them- 
selves act,  in  my  judgment,  most  unwisely,  when 
th>y  insist  upon  an  exemption  which  could  not  fail 
to  mark  yet  more  distinctly  the  line  of  separation 
between  tbeir  affairs  and  those  of  the  community 
at  large,  and  to  give  slill  greater  prominence  to  the 
superior  advantiges  ih«y  enjoy  over  the  rest  of 
their  fellow-eiiizens." 

Mr.  BnrrcH  said  he  adopted  these  remarks  as 
a  part  of  his  argument  on  this  subject,  and  on  this 
oecasioo  he  i^hould  say  but  little  in  addition.  As 
for  the  apprehension  that  the  rights  of  the  States 
would  be  affected  by  the  adoption  of  sneh  an 
amendment,  he  said  it  would  be  to  the  advantage 
of  the  States  not  to  setup  a  daim  to  rights  where 
they  have  none.  They  have  no  ri«rhi  to  destroy 
the  cnrreney  of  the  Constiiutioo.  They  have  no 
right  to  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a  legal 
tender  in  the  payment  oC  debts.  They  can  neitber 
do  this  themselves,  nor  can  they  allow  others  to  do 
so.  Nor  do  they  do  this.  No  State  gives  any  such 
power  to  these  incorporations,  bnt  in  many  of  the 
Slates  it  is  provided  in  the  charters  granted  by 
them  that  a  refusal  to  meet  their  engagements  on 
the.pait  of  the  baaks,  works  a  forfeiture  of  their 
charters.  And  by  aprovision  bring  iog  banks  under 
the  operation  otAina  law,  we  are  co-operating  with 
the  States  in  tbeir  effoits  to  picserr*  »  sound  cm- 


reaey.  As  bauks  we  have  nothing  to  do  with 
them,  as  bankrupts  we  seize  them.  He  alluded  to 
the  great  number  of  incorporations  in  fome  of  the 
States.  In  Massachusetts  there  were  upwards  of 
a  ihoosand,  embracing  every  species  of  business 
of  which  the  mind  of  man  vras  capable,  lliese 
companite  eomprised  some  ten,  some  twenty, 
some  one  hundred  persons.  Here  is  an  immense  pro- 
portion of  our  population  which  will  be  exempt 
from  the  operations  of  this  law,  and  what  will  be 
tht  result  of  this  condition  of  tbingst  Why  mw 
will  go  into  our  Legislatures,  and  get  acta  of  iBeoi* 
poraiion  for  every  species  of  business,  even  for 
growing  corp,  in  order  to  shield  ihemsehres  from 
the  operation  of  law.  And  is  the  Senate  prepared 
to  establish  privileged  classes  in  this  conntry,  to  be 
exempt  from  the  rperaiion  of  laws,  and  that  class 
whose  means  would  enable  them  to  spend  much 
of  their  lime  in  attendance  npon  the  Legtslatores 
in  funherini;  their  inlerest^t  Are  we  to  establish 
a  privileged  order  in  this  oountry,  as  in  Oreat 
Britain,  wh-'re  a  peer  of  the  realm  is  not 
liable  to  arrest!  What  have  we  seen  of  thtsU 
bankiitg  inoirporations  within  the  last  four 
years!  We  have  seen  two  suspensions,  one 
comprising  all  the  banks  of  the  Union,  and 
aitoiher  embracing  more  than  one-half  the  banks 
of  the  Union.  We  have  seen  them  holding 
their  Congre^ses,  and  debating  whether  they  would 
pay  their  debts  or  not,  end  whenever  lh«re  was  a 
propositiou  lo  pay  there  was  a  great  deal  of  holdiitt 
back,  bm  there  was  no  difficulty  at  all  in  getting 
ihem  lo  a^ree  to  a  continuanct  of  the  suspension'. 
Even  at  this  moment  we  know  that  nearly  all  thie 
banks  in  the  Western  country  have  held  a  conven- 
tion, and  have  separated  without  fixing  upon  any 
lime  ft>r  a  rejiumpiion  of  payment.  The  bankihpt 
law  would  be  the  best  means  of  eorreeiiog  this  evil; 
l(  when  an  in«olveat  instiiati6n  failed  to  fulfil  her ett- 
gagements,  affairs  were  taken  ont  of  the  hands 
of  her  directors,  and  placed  in  commission  for  the 
benefit  of  her  creditors,  her  neighbots  would  take 
care  how  they  would  follow  her  example.  Suspen- 
sioas  in  this  country  would  become  a  familiar  ope 
ration.  We  have  bad  two,  and  we  will  have  at 
third  whenever  it  suits  the  interests  or  the  political 
designs  ef  those  concerned  in  these  institations. 
He  instanced  the  ease  of  the  Bank  ef  the  Uaite^l 
S'aies,  two-thirds  of  whose  stock  was  owned  by 
foreigners.  This  institution  was  above  the  reach 
of  law,  and  violated  her  obligations  with  impunity 
while  she  fcal  her  remedy  against  thoas  indebted  to 
her.  This  foreign  institution  can  crtnh  onr 
finances  either  in  peace  or  war,  as  it  may 
suit  the  designs  of  htr  owners.  The  banks 
of  this  country  have  been  strong  enough  and 
unwise  enough  bereiofore  to  defeat  every  effort 
to  infuse  strength  into  the  system;  and  what  bad 
been  the  conseqneneet  They  were  losing  the  eon- 
fidence  of  the  conniry.  There  was  scarcely  one  of 
Ihem  whose  f<iook  was  not  below  par,  and  some  of 
them  at  50  per  eeau  depreciation.  Tbej  were  rot- 
ting down  ia  their  tracks,  and  would  do  so  until 
there  was  some  measure  adopted  which  would  en- 
able the  public  to  distinguish  between  the  solvent 
and  insolvent  institutions.  Mr.  Bbvtoh  eonelndsd 
by  observing  that  he  considered  the  adoption  of  the 
motion  to  include  incorporations,  as  a  measure 
alike  essential  to  the  welMie  of  the  public,  and  the 
existence  of  the  solvent  banks  themselves. 

A  motion  was  now  made  for  adjeumment;  which, 
after  some  opposition,  was  carried, 

And  the  Sefaie  ad^urned. 


HOUSB  OP  REPRBSBNTATIVBS, 
TmiBsoiT,  Febraanr  4,  IS4I. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of   Yirginia,  the 
House  resolved  itself   into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Caskt  in 
the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 
Mr.  SHBPARD,  being  enUtled  to  the  floor,  ex- 
pressed bis  grsat  reluotance  to  lake  part  in  the  dis- 
eoMion;  but  as  dDctrinet  had  been  adnuiaad  of 
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danferotts  tradeocy,  he  felt  constratDeH  to  expr«»s 
his  epinioDS  on  the  variout  topics  which  bad  been 
djaeimed. 

Mr.  S.  then  entered  into  a  review  of  the  tariff 
^aesUon,  aboviog  the  adranlages  which  the  mana> 
thciviOK  interests  of  the  North  derived  from  the 
esistiDg  law  in  relation  to  importations,  while  the 
planting  Slates  paid  a  heavy  tax  on  the  articles 
which  they  received  in  exchange  for  their  staple 
commodities.  He  endeavored  to  demonstrate  that 
the  mannfactwing  interest  was'  tbe  favorite  child 
ofthcOovcmment,  and  had  the  superior  advan* 
tage  of  the  home  as  well  as  of  the  foreign  market 
He  also  contended  that  the  restrictive  principle  whs 
the  malaria  of  commerce,  and,  when  taken  off, 
•Tcry  thing  flourished 

After  some  remarks  in  relation  to  the  tobacco 
interest  of  this  country,  Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  notice 
tbe  proposed  scheme  for  a  distribation  of  the  pro- 
4aads  of  the  poblic  lands. 

It  had  been  avowed  by  persons  in  authority  that 
the  deficiency  in  the  revenne  arising  from  tbe  dis- 
tribution, was  to  be  aapplied*by  a  tax  on  wines 
and  silks.  This  was  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  dis- 
tribntion.  Bat  the  public  lands  were  tbe  common 
property  cf  tbe  whole  people,  and  if  tbe  public 
lands  oould  be  divided,  then  any  other  properly 
belonging  to  the  General  Government  might  also 
be  divided.  The  General  Government  wa's  ap- 
pointed for  national  parpeses,  and  when  Congress 
had  power  to  dispose  of  ibe  public  lands,  it  was 
for  national  and  not  for  local  parposes. 

Jif  r.  S.  then  proceeded  to  show  the  inconeis'cocy 
of  the  supporters  of  tbe  distribation  scheme.  He 
referred  to  Feonsylvania  as  an  instance  ofiiscf- 
feels.  That  State  would  receive,  as  her  share  of 
the  public  lands,  about  three  hundred  thou'iand 
dollars.  Bat,  on  the  other  hand,  Pennsylvania 
would  be  taxed  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  What  would  be  gained  then? 
It  would  be  giving  with  one  band,  and  taking 
back  with  tiie  oiber.  Bat,  said  Mr.  S.  here  comes 
the  grand  argument  that  the  rick  will  be  taxed, 
and  not  the  poor.  Well,  let  that  be  admitted;  but 
why  not  let  Pennsylvania  lax  the  rich  herself?  She 
could  do  it  much  more  effectually  than  we,  and  at 
much  less  expense.  No  advantage  conld  be 
gained  then  by  this  giving  away  and  taking  back 
mtem.  .  Besidee,  it  would  convert  the  General 
QovemnMnt  into  a  tax  gatherer  for  tbe  Siates,  and 
would  tend  to  the  ultimate  desiruaiion  of  its  pow- 
.  an.  This  would  loi  be  all,  for  whom  the  system 
of  giving^way  should  beoaoe  commenced,  there 
would  be  no  knowing  when  it  would  end.  The 
great  contest  of  parties  in  Congress  would  then 
be,  which  should  give  away  most  to  tiie  people. 
It  would  not  stop  hen,  for  tbe  next  step  would  be 
to  give  away  the  money  oa{  of  the  State  Treasu- 
rias. 

But  was  this  tbe  lime  for  giving  awayl  Let  any 
man  look  at  tbe  advancing  steps  over  tbe  world  of 
our  rival,  Chreat  Britain,  and  ihen  let  him  answer 
the  question.  Look  at  that  power,  not  satisfied 
with  Acia,  but  getting  possession  of,  or  controlling, 
one  of  the  richest  empires  of  the  world.  And  bow 
wai  she  doing  this)  Why,  by  her  immense  navy. 
Yet,  in  the  face  of  all  this,  a  proposition  was  made 
to  give  away  oar  pnblie  lands  to  dissipate  our 
strength  for  the  mere  purpose  of  carrying  oat  the 
patty  objecu  of  party.  Although  he  didnot  appi«- 
hend  an  immediate  war,  yet  the  day  when 
w«  might  be  predpiiated  into  hostilities  with  that 
great  power  no  man  could  tell.  Economist  aa  he 
wa^  therefore,  he  would  earnestly  urge  the  condi- 
tion of  our  navy  on  the  attention  of  Congress.  For 
he  was  convinced  that  if  oar  navy  remained  as  it 
was,  we  could  not  long  remain  as  a  great  nation. 

The  remarks  of  Mr.  S.  will  be  given  to  acttnH 
hereafter. 

BCr.  JAMES  GARLAND  then  gave  his  views 
on  the  vaiiotts  topics  which  had  been  introduced  in- 
to Iko  debate.  As  for  the  bill  itself,  be  thoaght  he 
should,  although  relooiantly,  vote  in  its  favor. 

AAer  apMking  at  some  length  in  relation  to  tbe 
tariff  qaeitien,  Mr.  Q.  expressed  bisdiiapprobation 
of  these  pet^  struggles  of  party,  when  the  signs  of 
the  times  sbovred  that  there  was  an  absolute  neces- 
sity for  a  concentration  of  all  our  strength.  He 
here  alluded  to  the  daring  ambition  of  Great  Bri- 


tain, and  the  precautions  necessary  to  be  observed 
by  us  to  prevent  afgression  from  so  formidable  a 
rival.  He  saw  tbe  danger  in  the  distance,  and,  for 
one,  raised  bis  voice  in  favor  of  preparation. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  obtained  ihe  floor,  and  ex- 
pressed bis  intention  to  vote  for  the  bill.  It  was 
not  for  him,  at  that  time,  to  discuss  the  means  by 
which  tbe  Treasury  bad  been  broaght  into  its  pre- 
sent  condition;  but,  as  tbe  deficiency  did  exist,  he 
was  willing  to  supply  it,  not  from  auy  party  consi- 
derations, but  because  he  held  it  right  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  have  means  to  pay  its  debts. 

Mr.  A.  then  proceeded  to  argue  that  tbe  means 
of  repaying  the&e  Treasury  notes,  with  interest 
thereon,  ought  to  have  been  provided  for  by  the 
bill.  This,  however,  had  always  been  omitted; 
and  when  Treasury  notes  were  asked  for,  the 
means  of  repaying  them  bad  alwajs  been  neglect- 
ed. It  had  been  put  off  from  lime  to  time,  and  it 
was  against  that  omission  he  now  rais.'d  his  voice. 
He  would  never,  sa  far  as  be  was  coacernrd,  issue 
notes  in  any  form,  whether  sbinplaster^,  bonds,  «r 
otherwise,  without  providing  means  of  paying 
them.  He  would  never  issue  a  siqgle  dollar 
widioat  providing  means  for  paying  that  dollar. 
As  regarded  the  mode  of  relieving  the  Treasury  at 
the  present  time,  he  would  not  say  but  that,  in 
case  they  had  the  majority  in  both  Houses,  he 
would  not  have  preferred  a  regular  loan. 

Mr.  A.  (hen  proceeded  to  condem  the  course  pur- 
soed  by  some  members  in  discussing  the  measates 
of  tbe  comin;  Administration  beforrband,  when  it 
could  not  possibly  be  known  what  course  General 
Harrison  would  think  proper  to  parsoe.  Gentlemen 
had  been  discBS»ing  the  subject  of  an  extra 
session,  a  National  Bank,  thepublic  landf,and  oiber 
measures,  when  tbey  did  not  know  tbe  opinion  of 
the  President  elect.  What,  he  would  ask,  was  tbe 
use  of  debating  on  iLe  propriety  of  calling  an  ex- 
tra session,  when  tbey  coold  not  tell  whether  Geo. 
Harrison  would  think  proper  to  call  one  or 
not?  The  President  was  authorized  to  convene 
Congress,  when  he  should  deem  it  expedient. 
It  aU  depended  tipon  his  opinion;  therefore  what 
manner  of  good  could  result  from  a  discussion  at 
ibis  time,  on  such  a  measure,  when  they  bad  no 
means  of  knowing  what  tbe  views  of  the  President 
would  bel  But  the  House  had  been  doing  what 
was  done  in  private  life:  tbey  had  been  settling  the 
affairs  of  the  nation;  they  had  been  talking  about 
the  next  Administration,  the  new  cabinet,  and  so  on; 
in  fact,  they  had  all  been  cabinet  makers.  That 
being  tbe  caae,  h:iwever,  be  was  rather  surpris<d 
that  cabinet  makers  should  have  shown  so  little 
mercy  to  the  manufacturers  of  tbe  North. 

Mr.  A.  then  proceeded  to  notice  a  newspaper  ru- 
mor to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Wise  was  to  be  the  lead- 
er of  the  Whig  party  in  the  Hoas«  under  the  new 
Administration. 

This  drew  out  Mr.  WISE  in  repeated  explana- 
tions, and  tbe  debate  merged  into  one  of  an  unplea- 
sant character,  involving  the  merits  of  tbe  aati- 
duelling  law,  etc. 

Mr.  WISE  replied  at  some  length  to  (be  remarks 
of  Mr.  AoAtis,  so  far  as  they  concerned  him  per< 
sonally. 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  then  obtained  the 
floor,  and  pending  his  remarks  the  committee 
rose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINCOLN, 

The  House  adjourned. 

None— In  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Colb)  on  the  to. 
baceo  questfon,  he  is  represented  as  urging  tbe  ne- 
cessity of  the  protection  of  that  interest.  He  advo- 
cated the  propriety  of  continaing  our  negotiations, 
and  endeavored  to  demonstrate  the  absurdity  and 
evil  consequences  of  attempting  to  protect  that  in- 
terest by  ooiutter vailing  duties. 

IN  SENATE, 
PaiDiy,  February  5, 1841. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  the  ac- 
counts of  disbursements  among  the  Indians  for  tbe 
year  ending  30ih  September,  1840;  which  waa  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  report  from  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
mitliog  additioiud  reports  im.  roferenoe  to  the  oou- 


struetion  of  the  Potomac  aqueduct ;   which  waa 
laid  on  tbe  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  memorials  from  citi- 
zens of  Wayne,  Ottawa,  and  Oakland  eouhtiee,  of 
the  Slate  of  Michigan,  praying  the  passage  of  a 
general  bankrupt  law;  which  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  N.  also  presented  the  meUMdal  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Wiskonsan,  relative  to  harbors;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 

Illinois  and  Iowa,  praying  the  establishment  of  a 

mail  route;  which  was  referred  to  the  UommiUee 

on  the  Post  Office  and  P<>st  Roads. 

I      Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  letter  from  the  Board 

i  of  Commissioners  of  Pilots  of  the  city  of  New 

I  York,  urinsmitting  a  copy  of  the  laws  of  New 

I  York  on  the  subject  of  pilots;  which  was  laid  on 

I   tbe  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
i  Legislature  of  Wiskonian,  in  favor  of  a  railroad 
j   from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Mississippi  river. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  same  body,  relative  to 
a  survey  of  Uie  publiq  lands  north  of  the  Wiskoit- 
I  san  river. 

I       Also,  a  memorial  from  the  same  body,  relative 
to  the  improvement  of  certain  rivers  in  Wiskoimu 
'.  Territory. 

I      The  memorials  were  severally  ordered  to  be 

'  printed,  and  appropriately  referred. 

I       Mr.  LINN  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Lagisla- 

I   tare  of  Missouti,  asking  that  a  portion  of  swamp 

lands,  which  have  been  returned  as  not  worth  the 

expense  of  survey,  may  be  transferred  to  the  Stale; 

which  was  ordered  be  printed  and  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  tbe  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  tbe  same  body  relative  to 
the  sale  of  fractional  sections  which  was  refened 
to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  L    also  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 

Philips;  and 

The  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Decille,  se> 

I  verally  praying  the  confirmation  of  titles  to  tracts 

of  land;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  WHITE,  in  pursoance  of  previous  notice, 

asked  and  obtained  Itave-to  introdoce  a  bill  te  aa- 

thorize  John  E.  Metcalfe  and  othen  to  locate  cer- 

I  tain  pre-emption  claims  to  lands  in  the  State  of  In- 

I  diana;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  tbe 

I   Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

I       Mr.  HUBBARD,from  lite  Ommittce  on  Claims, 

i  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Isaac  Qar^ 

rasoo,  asked  to  be  difcharged  itom  its  further  eon- 

I   sidexation.    Mr.  H.  said  it  was  not  inteadod.  by 

I   Ibis  motion  to  prejudice  the  claim  hereafter,  bat 

merely  becaase  there  was  aa  insufficiency  of  rvi- 

j  denoe  at  present  to  authorize  tbe  committee  to  bring 

in  a  bill.    Tbe  motion  was  agreed  to.    . 
I      Mr.  WALKER  sabmiited  the  following  reaolu- 
I  tion,  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Xutlved,  That  die  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  cans- 
I  ing  to  be  built  a  steam  frigate  under  tbe  sole  direo- 
I  tion  of  the  American  naval  coastmetor,  Foater   * 
I  Rhodes. 

t      Mr.  W.  also  submitted  the  following  resolotiOD, 
\   which  was  agreed  to: 

,  Setohei,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statea 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  if  not 
deemed  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  die 
correspondence,  if  any,  between  tbe  State  Depart- 
ment and  the  representatives  of  any  foreign  Go- 
vernment relative  to  tbe  negroes  taken  on  board  lb* 
L'Amistad,  which  has  occurred  since  that  Iran** 
mitted  with  his  message  of  the  Slsi  March,  1840. 

Mr.  WALL  submitted  the  following  resolutioo, 
which  was  i«reed  to: 

Raoltti,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  reports  inade  oa 
Colt's  improved  repeating  fire  arms  in  October  aad 
December,  1840,  by  a  board  of  navy  officers  ap- 
pointed for  their  examination. 

A1m>,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 

famish  a  copy  of  the  report  made  in  July,  1S40, 

by  a  board  of  army  officers,  on  the  repealing  fire 

arms  manufactured  by  Migbill  Nutting. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  BeyiMU  Coalcf  u 
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Walter  R.  JobasoD,  was  read  a  third  (ime  and 
passed. 

The  bill  for  (he  relief  of  Joseph  Paxson  was  taken 
up  on  it:)  ibird  reading, 

And  after  a  debai<>,  in  wb^cb  Messrs.  YOUNQ, 
KINO,  and  CALHOUN  participated,  it  was  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  then  moved  that  the  Senate 
wonid  pojipoae  ihe  orders  of  the  day,  and  take  up 
the  joint  resolution  directing  the  transfer  to  the 
Slate  of  Maryland  of  the  stock  in  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal,  standing  in  the  name  of  lb*  Uniied 
States,  upon  certain  conditions. 

Mr.  SEVIER  hoped  the  Senator  would  not  press 
the  consideration  of  this  resolutioa  at  the  prpsent 
jime.  This  devoting  the  morning  hour  to  faroriie 
measures  to  the  exclusion  of  private  claims,  over- 
riding>ir(be  bills  on  the  calendar,  was  a  prac- 
tice to  which  be  was  not  willing  to  snbmit. 

Some  time  was  consumed  in  repeatedly  takine 
Ihe  qnestion  in  order  to  ascerttia  tbe  sense  of  ihe 
Senate,  when  it  was  finally  determined  in  faror  of 
taking  np  the  joint  resolution. 

So  the  resolution  was  taken  np  and  considered 
as  in  committee  of  the  whoh^;  and,  after  a  discas- 
sion.in  which  Mesirs.  MERRICK.  CLAYTON, 
HDBBARD,  WRIGHT,  YOUNG,  TAPPAN, 
SEVIER,  PHELPS,  HUNTINSTON,  B\Y- 
ARD,  BfUCHANAN,  KNIGHT,  and  CLAY  of 
Kentucky,  pariicipated,  it  was  amended  so  as  to 
make  the  consent  of  the  cities  of  the  District  neces- 
sary to  the  transfer  of  their  respective  portions  of 
the  stock,  and  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  then  adjoomed  until  Mon- 
day next. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
FaiDAT,'  Febtuary  5, 1841. 

Af:er  the  j^^urnal  bad  been  read, 

Mr.  LINCOLN  submitted  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolatioo: 

Whereas  the  bill  of  this  House,  (No.  598,)  en- 
titled "An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury 
not^"  was  taken  up  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  state  of  Ihe  Union  on  the  18tb 
day  of  January  Idmt,  and  has  been  under  discussion 
to  this  liine^  an'd  whereas  much  of  the  indispensa- 
ble public  business  is  yet  to  be  acted  on;  there- 
fore, 

Baolotdf  That  after  three  o'clck  to-day,  Ihe  de- 
bate on  this  bill  shall  cease,  and  the  committee  ihall 
proceed  to  vote  on  the  various  amendments  sub- 
mitted, and  to  be  submitted,  and  then  report  the 
bill,  with  tbe  amendments  agreed  to  by  the  com- 
mittee, to  the  Hoose. 

Objection  being  made  tu  tbe  reception  of  the  reso- 
lution, 

Mr.  LINCOLN  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
and  Uierenpon  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were— yets  112,  nays  36,  asfol- 
low8: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Jadson  Alleit,  John  W.  Allen, 
Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks,  Baker,  Beatty,  Black- 
well,  Brewster,  Briggy,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Sampson 
H.  Butler,  John  Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell, 
Carr,  Carroll,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chinn,  Clark, 
Clifford,  Connor,  Maik  A.  Cooper,  William  R. 
Cooper,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Edward  Davies,  John 
IHvis,  Deberry,  Dickerscn,  Doane.  Earl,  East- 
mM,Ely,Fine,  Filter, aalbraith,aiddiogs,Gtoode, 
Orinaell,  Hand,  William  S.  Hastings,  John  Hast- 
ings, Hawes,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Holi,  Hopkins, 
Jackson,  James,  Jame; on,  Charles  Johnston,  Jos 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble, 
Kampshall,  Kille.Leet,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Lowell, 
Loeas,  McCarty,  McClellan,  McCiure,  Meredith 
Mallory,  Marcband,  Marvin,  Mason,  Miller,  Mit- 
chell, Motttanya,  Mon'gomery,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Calvary  Morris,  Morrow,  Parmenter.Pcirikin,  Prof- 
fit,Randall,Randen,  Reynolds,  Ridgway, Rives,  Ed- 
ward Rogers,  Russell,  Saltonaiall,  Samuels,  Ser- 
geant, Simonton,  John  Smith,  Tnomas  Smith, 
Starkweather,  Steenrod,  Strong,  Stuart,  Swearin- 
gen,  Sweney, Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob 
Thompson,  Toland,  Turoey,  Vioom,  Peter  J. 
Wagener,  Weller,  Edward  D.  White,  Jared  W. 
Williams.  Heory  Williams,  and  Christopher  H. 
Williamsons. 


NAYS — Messis.  Boardman,  Calbono,  Chitten- 
den, James  Cooper,  Crabb,  Glanett  Davi?,  Daw- 
son, Dennis,  Dellei,  Dromgoole,  Everett,  Qentry, 
Qoggin,  Granger,  Green,  Grifin,  Hall,  Hum, 
Jenifer,  FWtocIs  Mallory,  Monroe,  Peck,  Pickens, 
Rayner,  Triplet!,  Warren,  John  White,  and  Lewis 
WiHiams— 39. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

At  the  reqaeit  of  several  gentlemen, 

Mr.  LINCOLN  modified  his  resolotion,  so  as  to 
extend  tbe  time  to  seven  o'clock,  and  called  for  the 
prevtons  qaestioa,  which  was  ieconded. 

The  question  now  being  nn  tbe  main  question, 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  ihey  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolniion, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virgnia,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Unii..n,  (Mr.  CiscT  in  tbe  chair,) 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authoriz- 
ing the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  tbe  question  being 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  BAStiiRD  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  beieg  entitled  to  the 
floor,  rtsnmed  h's  remarks  from  yesterday.  He 
said  he  had,  from  the  commencement,  been  op- 
posed to  the  entire  debate,  because  be  thooght  he 
saw,  from  the  beginning,  that  no  good  could  arise. 
He  contended  that  it  was  the  design  of  tbe  present 
party  in  power  to  throw  the  responsibility  of  every 
imponant  measure  on  the  coming  Administration. 
It  was  his  firm  conviction  that  ih:  present  party  in 
power  had  no  intention  of  acting  definitely  tipoa 
any  great  qaestion  cf  the  day. 

After  some  fnither  remarks,  Mr-  J.  said  he  did 
not  feel  disposed  to  go  into  a  debate  on  the  merits 
of  the  bill  before  (be  commi'.tce,  for  the  rcaon  that 
he  had  previously  given  his  views  against  Ihe  sys- 
tem of  Treasury  no:es.  He  had  gone  against  it 
becaose  he  viewed  the  whole  as  clearly  uneonstiln- 
lional;  and  more  especially  as  the  Constitution 
poinKd  distinctly  toother  modes  of  meeting  the  exi- 
gencies of  Government. 

'  Mr.  J.  then  proceeded  briefly  to  itoiice  the  pro- 
position of  Mr.  BAiuriBD^  in  relation  to  a  tariff 
on  wines,  silk;,  etc.  He  considered  it  as  wise  po- 
licy, and  were  he  assured  that  the  House  was  in 
a  proper  spirit  to  hear  an  argument  on  that  sub- 
ject, ha  would  deem  it  hii  daly  to  make  one.  As 
a -matter  of  justice  to  the  gentlemin  fh>m  New 
York, he  (Mr.  J.)  would  say,  that  the  impression 
of  some  Southern  gentlemen  that  the  propo.<ition 
had  been  prepared  in  Ihe  dark,  wa<  erroneous. 
He  would  stale  that  the  proposition  was  made  on 
the  responsibility  of  the  gentleman  [Mr.  BARHian] 
alone,  without  any  secret  preparation  on  the  pari 
of  his  Northern  friends. 

Mr.  J.  then  proceeded  to  give  his  views  in  rela- 
tion to  various  ma'ters,  which  had  been  incidental- 
ly introduced  into  Ihe  debate. 

Daring  tbe  remarks  of  Mr.  J.  several  members 
rose  m  explanation  of  what  (hey  had  said  in  rela- 
tion to  the  compromise  act,  etc. 

Mr.  CUSHING  referred  to  what  he  had  said  on 
Saturday  last  in  explanation  of  the  views  of  his 
State  on  the  subject  of  a  protective  tariff,  etc. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said:  That  explanation  of  the 
gentleman  may  do  for  his  own  constituents,  but  I 
wish  it  to  be  distinctly  anderstood  that  it  does  not' 
apply  to  mine. 

Mr.  RAYNER  /ollowed,  and  observed  that  his 
only  apology  for  entering  into  the  debate  was,  thai 
he  seldom  occapied  the  time  of  the  House;  for  he 
considered  silence  a  great  virtue. 

Mr.  R.  then  proceeded  to  say  that  he  should  role 
against  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  but  in  favor  of 
Ihe  proposition  of  Mr.  Barnaso  to  lay  a  tariff  on 
wines,  silks,  Ac.  and  also  in  favcr  of  the  proposi- 
tion for  a  loan.  He  viewed  the  Treasury  note  sys- 
tem as  a  means  only  of  protracting  the  day  of  pay- 
ment, and,  at  some  length,  went  on  to  thow  the  su- 
perior advantages  which,  in  his  opinion,  would  be 
derived  from  a  direct  loan. 

He  (hen  argued  that  the  deficit  in  the  Treasury 
was  a  permanent,  and  not  a  mere  temporary  one; 
and,  if  Congress  made  all  the  appropriations  which 
were  ahsolutely  necessary  for  (he  support  of  Go- 


vernment, that  deficit  would  cot  be  less  tbaii  tea 
millions. 

Mr.  R.  then  proceeded  to  criticise  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  contend  that 
(be  latter  bad  proved  him;elf  more  of  a  knave  than 
a  fool.  Ha  contended  that  the  report  was  deceil- 
fnl,  and  merely  got  op  just  as  the  Secretary  was 
going  ant  of  office,  to  make  a  show  cf  economy.' 

Mr.  R.  next  adverted  to  the  subject  of  an  extra 
seisiOD,  the  Florida  war,  the  pension  list,  the  com- 
promise act,  the  tobacco  interest,  etc. 

He  next  argued  in  favor  of  an  increase  of  our 
naval  force,  the  building  of  steam  ships,  etc.  so 
that  we  might  be  prepared  for  any  aggression  from 
Great  Britaia.  Bat  in  order  to  do  that  we  must 
have  money,  and  to  raise  money  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  adopt  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Babhard. 

Mr.  R.  then  proceeded  to  give  bis  views  in  fa- 
vor of  a  distribution  of  tbe  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands.  In  the  course  of  his  remarKS  on  this  head, 
be  expressed  his  astonishment  at  Ihe  course  taken 
by  Mr.  Wise  in  opprising  the  distribution  S3rsteiil 
as  an  absurdity.  He  (Mr.  R.)  had  always  always 
concidered  that  the  principle  of  a  distribution  was 
one  of  the  cardinal  poiats  of  Whig  doctrine. 

Alluding  to  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Wiilracainst 
an  extra  se^ion,  Mr.  R.  desjred  to  ktte#  i^  that 
gentleman  was  willing  to  permit  the  SithrTlrearary 
law  to  remain  in  operation  untrl 'die  next 'rejgnlar 
session.  He  was  surprised  iit  the  6ii;pfc8Sioiis  of 
that  gentleman  against  the  calling  of  aA  extra  ses- 
sion. But  should  an  extra  .session  beedle9,  thegen* 
tieman  might  be  assured  that  bis  [Mr.  W's  ]  speech 
would  be  taken  as  a  text  book  for  every  Loco  Foeo 
in  the  House.  The  gentleman  had  said  that  an 
extra  session  would  be  imprudent  under  tbe  present 
slate  of  excitement  of  the  public  mind.  He  (Mr. 
R.)  was  sorry  the  gigantic  mind  of  the  gentleman 
had  come  to  that  conclusion. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  assured  Ihe  committee  that  tbe 
distance  between  two  ends  of  hb  red  en  this  sub- 
ject would  be  very  shoit  indeed.  Ye.s,  Ihey  might 
be  assured  that  his  song  on  this  bill  wonId  be  very 
short  indeed:  He  hoped  his  humble  self  would  be 
permifed,  however,  to  say  a  few  words  in  dissent 
from  the  remarks  of  his  friend  who  had  just  sat 
down; 

Mr.  R.  after  some  humorous  observations  in  re- 
ply  to  Mr.  Ratmer,  in  respect  to  the  Florida  war 
and  (he  late  New  Jersey  contested  election  case,  al- 
luded to  the  proscription  which,  it  was  said,  would 
distingoish  the  coming  Administration,  and  main- 
tained that  it  was  right;  for,  said  be,  if  try  friend 
wasaboDt  to  establish  a  Catholic  church,  would  he 
bqt  a  Presbyterian  or  a  Mormon  at  the  head  of  it? 
Certainly  not. 

As  to  Tteamry  note«,  Mr.  R.  laid  he  would 
rather  vote  for  ten  millions  than  for  five;  but  as  die 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means— 
divested  of  all  party  spirit — had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion thst  the  amount  provided  ft  r  by  the  bill 
would  be  sufficient,  he  would  vote  for  i',  aldiongh, 
as  he  had  sad,  he  would  prefer  voting  for  a  larger 
sum.  Mr.  R.  said  gentlemen  seemed  to  think  it  a 
dishonor  not  to  have  an  overfi-twlng  Treasury, 
but  he  would  always  prefer  a  depletion  to.  a  sur- 
plus. It  WHS  no  dishottorlo  have  a  weak  Treasu- 
ry and  a  strong  and  powerful  people.  Tbe  money 
was  in  (he  people's  pockets,  and  with  it  (her  were 
exerting  their  industrial  energies;  and  it  was  far  bet- 
ter for  them  to  have  the  mooev  than  pile  it  ttp  in. 
the  Treasury.  As  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  she 
had  this  year  produced  immense  crops  of  wheat 
and  com,  and  such  bad  been  tbe  case  all  over  the 
West.  Tbe  country,  be  said,  wai  doing  better  than 
it  had  heretofore  done.  We  heard,  it  is  true,  a 
great  cry  for  relief,  but  it  came  from  those  who 
would  not  work;  from  (hose  who  sit  be- 
fore store  doors  on  boxe.<>,  and,  when  it  is  hot 
weather,  move  into  tbe  shade,  and  in  cold  weather 
bask  in  the  sunshine.  These  were  the  men 
who  were  coatinually  crying   out  for  "cfcaiigsl" 

And  are  we  (said  Mr.  R.)  to  be  terrified  with  a 
few-Treasury  notesi  No,  sir!  Our  honor  and  cha- 
racter are  pledged  for  Iheir  redemption ;  and  they  may 
be  rcd«emf d  sooner,  perhaps,  than  the  holders 
wish.  In  oor  county,  onr  pre-empiion  men  and 
iquattetf",  a^  Ihey  are  here  called,  seek  with  great 
avidity  after  them;  they  are  as  good  as  gold  dust. 
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Then  we  c«ono»  hesitate  to  issue  Treasury  notes. 
Mr.  R.  then  entered  into  m  ififeaee  of  Levi 
Woodbnrj^  from  the  changes  that  bad  been 
made  itgaiost  him  as  to  bis  coarse  daring 
tbe  siispension  of  1837,  insisting  that  because  he 
obeyed  bis  oath  to  snpport  tbe  laws  of  the  land,  be 
was  condemned  for  doing  what  he'coald  not  avoid. 
Mr.  R.  also  referred  to  the  allosioa  of  his  friend 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Baenaiio,]  as  to  the  report  of 
the  Sewetary  of  tbe  Treasnrjr  being  ebaracterixed 
by  fraud,  and  said  that  the  conntry  would  jostify 
tbe  report,  as  itsbowed  whtrein  oar  prosperity  con- 
sisted, viz:  in  the  eiportations  of  the  conntry,  and 
the  enen(ies  of  tbe  people. 

Mr.  R.  retharked  that  a  great  deal  had  been  said 
about  pablic  lands;  and  be  thought  it  bis  doty  to 
say  that  hewoold  do  his  utmost  to  get  tbroogh  tbe 
House  the  pre-emption  bill,  just  passed  by  tbe  Se- 
nate. If  it  was  a  subject  of  wbich  tbe  people  knew 
nothing,  be  would  have  no  objection  to  a  delate 
upon  h;  bat  as  it  had  been  up  for  forty  years,  he 
did  BOt  consider  difcussion  necessary.  Demo- 
crats, he  knew,  would  vote  for  it  like  a  book. 
For  himself,  be  went  for  the  log  cabin  men,  be- 
eaose  they  go  for  the  country  boih  in  war  and  in 
peace.  Let.  it  be  nnderstoed  (said  Mr.  R.)  that  it 
is  for  the  honest  poor  man  we  legislate,  and  if  I 
were  to  indulge  in  legislation  for  the  rich  especial- 
ly, I  would  not  dare  go  home  to  my  constituent;. 
Notwithstanding  all  that  bad  been  said  upon  tbe 
mbjeet,  the  object  of  Gotremment  it  a  revenae  from 
the  pablic  lands,  and  we  needed  it  more  now  than 
at  any  other  time.  The  pre-emption  sjfsiem,  in  bis 
opinion,  was  the  most  reasonable  eonrs*  ever  par- 
sued;  tbe  man  who  pat  bis  family  on  the  land,  and 
cukiTated  it,  oagbt  to  be  preferred— because,  by 
so  doing,  be  comes  nearer  an  actual  settler  than  by 
aay  other  mode.  As  a  widow,  even,  could  settle  on 
the  public  land,  let  her  do  it  as  a  pre-emption 
lady.  She  might  get  a  husband,  and  become  a 
married  lady  by  doing  so.  There  had  also  been  a 
talk  that  aliens  ought  not  to  purchase  the  land. 
Now  in  our  country  (said  Mr.  R)  we  go 
on  a  mOrc  liberal  system  than  people  do  in 
any  part  of  the  world.  Aliens  settle  on  the  land, 
■no  by  our  lam  can  transmit  it  to  their  children. 
Alien?,  too,  voted  at  tbe  elections  in  Illinois.  Dn- 
derihe  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
Constitniion  of  IlUnois,  they  had  a  right  to  vote. 
In  that  Slate  such  had  been  tbe  practice  for  twenty 
years  pact  The  Constitution  of  Illinois  provided 
that  in  all  eleetions,  male  white  inhabitants  above 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  bad  resided  six 
months  (in  tbe  State,  were  qnabfied  electors.  The 
Conatiration  of  the  Uniied  States  bad  these  tttaai- 
kable  words:  "Tbe  Bouse  of  Representatives 
shall  be  composed  of  members  chosen  every  se- 
cond year  by  tbe  pxoplb  of  ibc  several  States,  and 
the  electors  in  each  State  shall  have  the  qtuUiliceh 
(iM*  rtfuinltfir  tUtUri  e/Uu  moil  nmmerout  iranch 
^flk*  Stat*  X'gtiMw*." 

Mr.  R.  after  some  explanation  as  to  the  intention 
of  theframersof  the  Constitition  of  the  United 
State*  in  respect  to  this  passage,  concluded  by  say- 
ing that  thera  was  no  power  in  the  Oeneral  Qovem- 
UMnt  whidi  said  that  a  Slate  shall  not  regofatie  its 
own  GoTemment. 

Mr.  STBENROD  said  that  be  \ras  desirous 
ornddrcssing  the  House  on  the  rarions  topics  which 
had  been  introduced  into  this  discossion;  but  as  his 
eoUeagne  [Mr.  Mallobt]  had  recently  taken  his 
aeal,  and  had  evinced  a  disposiiion  to  address  the 
committee,  he  would,  with  pleasure,  yield  the  floor 
to  him,  a*  the  limited  time  now  remaining,  before 
the  bill  would  be  taken  out  of  committee,  wonld 
notallow  them  both  to  occupy  the  floor. 

Mr.  MAIjI/>RY,  after  some  brief  reorarks  by 
way  of  apology  for  obtruding  himself  upon  ihe 
committee  at  that  late  hour,  observed  that  his  main 
object  in  rising  was  to  notice  the  remvks  of  the 
gentlemen  from  North  Carolina  and  Maryland 
[Messrs.  RATnia  and  JanipCR]  in  relation  to  the 
eonne  pnrsoed  by  bis  honorable  colleague  from 
Vminia,  [Mr.  Wisn.] 

Tne  gentleman  from  Maryland,  in  his  speech  a 
few  days  ago,  had  said  that  tbe  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  were  none  of 
tbem  in  unison  with  Ihe  doctrine*  of  his  Whig 
frieiida« 


Now,  ob.«erved  Mr.  M.  I  do  not  intend  I*  be  read 
ont  of  school  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Maryland; 
but  I  lake  this  occasion  to  say  that,  wUb  one  ex- 
ception, r  fully  approve,  endo  se,  and  intend  widely 
to  circulate,  the  speech  of  my  honorable  colleague, 
[Mr.  Wise.] 

Yes,  said  Mr.  M.  tbe  ground  on  which  my  hono- 
rable colleague  has  placed  himself  is  tbe  ground  on 
wbich  we  Harrison  men,  in  Virginia,  intend  to 
rally.  When  I  entered  the  Harrison  party  I  did 
not  intend  to  compromise  my  principle);  and  I 
will  farther  say,  that  if  those  principles  on  wbich 
1  and  my  honorable  colleague  [Mr.  WrsE]  have 
taken  our  stand,  are  not  to  be  the  principles  of  ibe 
adminisiration  ol  General  Harrison,  then  I  say 
that  we  and  tbe  people  of  Virginia  have  been  gro^- 
ly  deceived. 

Tbe  doctrines  laid  down  in  the  speech  of  my  ho- 
norable colleague  are  doctrines  which  I  will  main- 
tain, and  by  which  I  will  stand  or  fall. 

But  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Ratmm]  has  said  that  tbe  remarks  of  my  colleague 
are  "ominous,"  etc.  Now  I  ask  that  gentleman  to 
say  what  are  the  principles  avowed  by  my  col- 
league in  bis  speech  which  be  has  not  always  avow- 
ed? I  beg  to  assure  the  gentleman  that  the  princi- 
ples of  my  colleague  are  the  principles  of  tbe 
Whigs  of  Virginia,  if  they  are  not  tbe  priociplesof 
the  Wh'gs  in  North  Carolina. 

But  what,  said  Mr.  M.  has  my  colleague  ad- 
vanced that  is  centrary  to  tbe  principles  of  tbe 
coming  Admrnistrationl 

Is  a  National  Bank  to  be  one  of  the  leading 
measures  of  the  coming  Admioistrationi  And  did 
not  General  Hairison  say  that  be  would  not  resort 
to  a  National  Bank  if  it  were  not  absolutely  neces- 
saryl    My  colleague  said  tbe  same  thing. 

Is  it  tbe  lariflf  qur stion  to  wbich  the  gentleman 
alludesi  Well,  I  understood  General  Harrison  to 
avow  that  he  was  in  favor  of  standing  by  tbe  com- 
promise; and  my  colleague  said  the  same  thing. 
Also,  in  regard  to  internal  improvement,  he  took 
the  same  ground. 

I  will  repeat,  Iheiefore,  said  Mr.  M.  that  if  tbe 
principles  avowed  by  my  colleague  are  not  to  be 
tbe  principles  of  the  approaching  administration  of 
General  Harrison,  then  we  are  ourselves  greatly  de- 
ceived, and  we  have  deceived  others. 

Bat  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  said  he 
was  pained  and  surprised  at  the  course  of  my  col- 
eague  in  his  remarks  on  the  measures  of  ihe  com- 
ing Administration;  also  that  be  thought  my  col- 
league might  have  waited  at  Ifast  until  General 
Harrison  should  have  srrived  in  this  city.  Now, 
<aid  Mr.  M.  why  did  not  other  gentlemen,  who 
spok*  before  him,  adopt  tbe  same  plaul  I  will  nn- 
deriake  to  say  that  my  colleague  losutd  have  waited 
until  the  arrival  of  Oeneral  Harriwn,  if  other 
gentlemen  bad  thought  proper  to  do  tbe  same.  But 
such  had  not  been  the  case.  Other  gentlemen  bad 
given  their  views  without  reserve,  and  be  and  bis 
colleague  were  not  going  to  permit  public  opinion 
tobepre-jadged,  even  if  the  indications  did  come 
from  a  b^b  quarter. 

Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  subject  of 
an  extra  session.  The  brief  time  remaining  for 
him  to  speak  would  not  allow  him  to  eater  into  a 
regular  argument,  but  he  would  fire  a  few  shots  at 
random.  For  his  part,  ha  was  opposed  lo  a  called 
session.  He  was  opposed  to  it  on  tbe  "let  alone" 
principle.  It  would  be  extremely  injudicious  and 
unwise  in  Ihe  pre.«ent  state  of  public  feeling  to 
think  of  such  a  measure.  The  body  politic  was 
sick,  bathe  did  not  believe  it  labored  under  any  seri- 
ous organic  disease.  It  was  sick,  however,  and  it 
wanted  rest  in  order  to  recover  from  its  recent  fe- 
ver and  excitement.  In  its  present  feverish  slate  it 
would  be  extremely  imprudent  to  add  additional 
excitement  The  proper  way  for  iti  recovery  to  a 
proper  and  healthy  tone,  wonld  be  to  avoid  all 
stimulation.  Let  it  be  left  alone  for  a  while,  and 
it  would  restore  itself.  He  believed  tbe  elements 
of  prosperity  were  still  to  be  found  in  the  country, 
and  if  allowed  time,  would  soon  settle  down  into 
order.  But  for  his  pan  he  was  nnwilline  to  reagi- 
tate  them  so  soon  by  a  called  session.  He  was  un- 
willing to  pass  through  antiiher  summer  of  politi- 
cal turmoil.  They  wanted  rest,  and  if  they  ex- 
pected to  do  well,  they  most  hava  il. 


How  could  tbe  advocates  of  a  called  session  ex- 
pect that  Oeneral  Harrison,  immediately  on  coming 
into  power,  should,  without  proper  time  for  ex- 
amination and  reflection,  precipitate  himself  into 
great  measures.  No:  tbe  proper  plan  would  be  to 
allow  Oeneral  Harrison  time  te  look  around  him, 
and  to  examine  into  the  true  state  of  aflairs  before 
be  acted.  Above  all,  be  (Mr.  M.)  was  against 
placing  Oeneral  Harrison  in  a  condition  where  he 
would  be  compelled  lo  commi'  himself  to  the  sehemt 
of  any  man. 

But  be  (Mr.  M.)  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  lo  one  striking  inconsistency.  The  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  bad  been  speakiag 
earnestly  about  economy,  but  the  first  step  he  had 
advocated  was  a  called  sesiien,  which  would  take 
three  or  four  hundred  tbonsand  dollars  from  Ihe 
public  Treasury ! 

He  Mr.  M.  did  not  believe  a  called  session  was 
necessary.  He  believed  that  when  Oeneral  Harri- 
son came  into  power  he  would  act  on  the  plan  of 
reform  and  retrenchment.  And  if  gentlemen  who 
bad,  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  been  talking 
about  reform  and  retrenchment,  wonld  now  act 
upon  that  system  themselves,  there  would  be  no 
necessity  for  incurring  the  expense  of  a  called  ses- 
sion. 

But  maeh  had  been  said  abont  the  deficiency  iu 
the  Treasury  at  Ibis  lime.  Several  gentlemen  had 
given  their  ideas  on  the  subjsct,  but  from  the  dilfer- 
enl  results  to  which  tbey  arrive,  it  was  obvious 
that  none  of  them  could  tell  what  the  real  defideDcy 
was.  For  instance,  oae  genileman  had  set  it  down 
at  seven  millions,  while  another  had  come  le  the 
concliL°ion  that  it  was  forty  millioiis.  Now,  here 
was  a  dilTtreace  between  two  gentleman  only,  of 
tkirty-three  millions. 

It  was,  thetelore,  evident  that  the  real  deficient 
in  the  Treasury  could  not  be  now  ascertained,  ck 
what  earthly  use  could  it  be,  then,  to  have  a  called 
session  for  tbe  purpose  of  raising  a  loan,  when  it 
could  not  be  known  what  amount  they  would  re- 
quire. How  was  it  possible  that  in  the  short  period 
elapsing  betwten  the  time  General  Harrison  came 
into  power,  and  the  expected  session,  that  the  real 
condition  of  tbe  matter  could  be  examined,  so  as  to 
ascertain  what  would  be  necessary? 

In  tbe  present  state  of  afiairs,  he  was  opposed  to 
a  loan,  for  be  believed  thai,  should  one  be  aulho* 
rized,  it  would  remain  a  permanent  debt  upon  ihe 
Government  for  ;ears  to  come.  He  was  in  tavor 
of  the  present  bill,  although  at  the  last  Congress  he 
bad  votrd  against  tbe  issue  of  Treasury  notes.  At 
the  last  Congress,  when  they  were  asked,  he  was 
against  them,  because  he  b:lieved  tbey  were  in- 
tended for  a  circulation.  But  now,  when  the  pre- 
sent Adminisiration  was  going  out  of  power,  he 
would  vote  for  them  as  a  temporary  expedient,  and 
as  a  temporary  expedient  alone. 

He  (Mr.  M.)  was  opposed  lo  a  called  session  for 
any  purpose  whatever,  either  for  raising  t«venae, 
or  any  thing  else.  H«  believed  a  called  session 
woald  inevitably  precipitate  tbem  into  the  groat 
questions  of  a  National  Bank,  the  tariff,  and  other 
mailers.  Now  he  was  averse  to  this.  He  wished 
the  people  of  this  eountry  to  have  proper  lime  for 
reflection,  before  they  acted  on  so  important  a 
question  as  a  revision  of  tbe  larifl^. 

I  would  advise  yon,  said  Mr.  M.  instead  of  loan- 
ing the  banks  money,  by  laying  taxes  on  the  peo- 
ple, to  study  retrenchment  and  reform.  I  would 
say  to  General  Harrison,  .itudy  this  book,  (the  Blue 
Book.)  I  would  advise  him  to  study  the  speeches 
of  the  Kentlem-n  from  Ohio,  (Bond'4,)  Pennsyl- 
vania,(Ogle's)and  Vermont,wbicb  inculcate  reform. 

But  gentlemen  bad  now  nothing  to  say  abont 
retrenchment  and  reform.  Theory  was  now  "mo- 
ney !"  "money  !"  "money  !'*  Yes  gentlemen  most 
have  "money,"  and  lo  get  money,  they  mast  raise 
tbe  taxes. 

So,  from  present  indications,  notwithstanding  all 
Ihe  past  cry  of  retrenchment  and  refbrm,  it  was 
evident  that  nothing  was  to  be  saved  by  tbe  change. 
All  tbey  bad  gained,  it  appeared  by  tbe  turn  ofote 
political  wheel,  was  lo  put  out  one  set  of  charla- 
tans, and  put  in  another  se<. 

Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  to  say  that  if  ihe  saeeess 
of  North  Carolina  was  to  be  used  as  an  argnaeat 
for  consolidation,  mnafa  as  he  monmed  overUn 

O 


C6KQRESSIONAL  GLOBfi. 


149 


good  old  State- ef  Virginia,  b«  would  prefer  the 
good  old  mother  with  all  her  faolu. 

The  gentleman,  said  Mr.  M.  has  talked  about 
the  "abstractions"  of  my  colieagna.  Bat  I  will 
tell  that  gentleman,  that  if  it '  be  an  abstraction  to 
oppose  a  high  tarifi' — if  it  be  an  abstraction  to  op- 
po«e  a  distribativn  of  the  public  lands,  when  in  the 
-very  language  of  the  gentleman,  the  Treasury  is 
empty,  then  I  tell  the  gentleman  that  I  ateo  am  an 
abstraetionist. 

But,  continued  Mr,  M.  I  wish  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  JaiiiFBa]  to  understand,  that  I  do 
not  intmd  to  be  read  out  of  church  by  him  notwiih- 
standing.  I  labored  as  ardently  in  the  cause  of 
Gteneral  Harrison  as  that  gentleman  did,  and  I  in- 
tend to  sopport  the  administration  of  General  Har- 
riaon  as  far  as  I  can.  But  if  that  Administ'stion 
shall  not  sqaare  with  the  promises  and  pledges 
which  I  coDoe.Te  it  has  gitren  to  the  conntry,  why 
then  1  cannot  go  with  that  Administration.  But  I 
will  also  say,  that  if  tht  eomipg  Administration 
abODid  even  pursue  a  conrw  contrary  to  my  ex- 
pectations, I  shall  not  Rgret  that  I  have  lent  my 
aid  in  the  elevation  of  General  Harrison.  For  if 
bis  •leetion  accomplish  nothing  else,  it  ha<  had  the 
effect  of  breaking  down  party  trammels  with  us  in 
the  South;  and  henceforward,  we  shall  be  able  to 
maet,  not  on  men,  but  on  great  prineipleti. 

He,  Mr.  M.  could  net  but  admire  the 
enloginm  which  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Ratmbr] 
had  passed  upon  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina.  He  had,  however,  talked  a  good 
deal  about  star  gazing,  and  about  people  shaking 
their  heads  against  a  limp  post.  But  he,  Mr.  M. 
weidd  tell  the  gentleman,  that  there  were  more 
times  for  star  gazing  than  one.  He  would  ask  the 
gentleman  not  to  look  tea  much  to  the  bright  hori- 
son  before  liim,  and  in  looking  at  the  wants  of  the 
Presidentelect,  not  to  forget  "home."  Let  him  look 
at  the  storm  ahead;  the  storm  which  would  certain- 
ly grow  out  of  this  disnission  at  home.  And  when 
ttiat  storm  should  burst  upon  them,  it  would  sweep 
away  from  the  ocean  many  a  gallant  bark  that 
now  sailed  proudly  before  the  breeze. 

Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  to  say  that  he  bad  no 
fears  for  the  coming  Administration  of  General 
Harrison.  He  believed  that  great  man  would 
draw  around  him  pertons  of  talent,  who  would  aid 
him  in  ascertaining  the  true  state  of  the  country, 
and  men  who  would  be  able  to  make  a  true  expo- 
sition of  its  affiirs.  He  had  not  the  least  doubt, 
neither,  but  that  General  Harrison  would  have 
ample  means  to  carry  on  the  Government,  if  he 
should,  as  he,  Mr.  M.  had  no  doubt,  carry  on  a 
system  of  retrenchment  and  reform.  .  A  great  sav- 
ing could  be  effected  by  a  different  administration 
of  the  various  departmenuo.  In  the  collection  of 
the  revenue  alone,  he  briieved  that  from  five  to 
eight  hundred  thousind  dollars  a  year  might  be 
saved  by  a  proper  administration  of  the  Treasury 
Department. 

Also  in  (he  administration  of  the  War  Depart- 
maat  he  briieved  almost  enough  could  be  saved  to 
pay  t  he  expenses  of  the  Florida  war. 

Do  wn  with  your  internal  improvement,  said  Mr. 
M. —  down  with  your  distribution,  (ror  I  think  the 
President  elect  isnot  in  favoc  af  carryine  on  internal 
improTement  at  the  expense  of  ibe  General  Go- 
remment,)  pursue  a  system  of  retreachment,  and 
theft  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  General 
Harrison  will  so->n  save  money  enough  to  pay  all 
the  debts  of  this  Gh>vprnment. 

But,  said  Mr.  M.  I  piotest  in  advance  against 
any  man,  or  any  set  of  men,  undertaking  to  commit 
General  Harrison  to  any  poliiical  scheme.  Gene- 
nl  Harrison  wa-i  elected  on  the  "one  term"  princi- 
ple; but  if  that  principle  is  lo  result  in  this,  that  the 
President,  instead  of  acting  for  the  public  good,  is 
to  be  used  to  bolster  up  the  schemes  of  one,  why, 
1  had  almost  said,  he  bad  better  be  President  for 
Ufe. 

Mr.  M.  went  on  lo  say  that  he  found  faalt  with 
■0  Whig  in  the  House  for  expressing  himself  in  re- 
lation to  internal  improvemenlf,  the  tariff,  or  Na- 
tional Bank  or  other  measures.  He  was  willing 
to  becur  all  that  gentlemen  might  have  to  say,  and 
expected  to  be  heard  in  return,  without  being  pro- 
scribed for  so  doing. 

But  what  did  they  seel  Why,  his  coUiagm  [Mr. 


Wjsi]  the  other  day  had  given  his  viewaon  these 
great  measures';  had  avowed  his  o|Hnions;  when 
lo  I  gen'lemen  rose  and  expressed  their  suspicions 
that  he  was  about  to  quit  the  party.  This  was 
wrong.  Let  every  man  express  his  opinions,  with- 
out thereby  subjecting  himself  to  the  suspicion,  that 
by  so  doing  he  was  about  to  leave  the  party. 

Mr.  JBNIFEa  here  made  an  explanation  to  the 
effect  (fast  he  had  said  nothing  about  Mr.  Wisx 
being  about  to  desert  bis  parly. 

Mr.  WISE  a^ked  whether  the  gentlemaD  from 
Maryland  had  any  di»trust  of  him. 

Mr.  JENIFER  made  some  reply,  which  could 
not  be  heard. 

Mr.  WISE.  Well,  then,  I  suppose  the  gentle- 
man takes  it  for  granted  that  the  party  will  go  with 
him,  when  at  the  same  time,  who  knows  what  the 
measures  of  General  Harrison  will  be.  Were  there 
not  some  gentleman  malciiig  principles  for  General 
Harri'on  hefure  he  came  )nto  poweiT  Bat  when 
it  wai  not  known  what  the  principles  of  the  coming 
administration  would  be,  how  could  it  be  said  that 
he  was  about  to  desert  bis  partyt  He  (Mr.  W.) 
did  not  take  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  as  the 
ailminiistration. 

After  Fome  further  explanations  between  him- 
self and  Mr.  Jziuna, 

Mr.  WISE  observed  that  had  it  not  been  for 
other  gentlemen  expressing  thiir  views,  what  thef 
would  do,  etc.  he  would  never  have  said  a  word. 
But  as  every  member  on  the  floor,  who  had  pre- 
▼iottsiy  spoken,  had  given  his  views  in  relation  to 
the  coming  Administration,  be  tboujtht  it  was  at 
fair  for  one  as  for  another.  And  as  others  had  ad- 
ministered their  little  nostrums  for  the  cure  of  the 
disease,  hfi,  although  not  a  tegtdar  physician, 
thought  he  would  do  so  too. 

Mr.  MALLORY  then  resumed  his  remarks,  and 
observed  that  at  the  very  outset  he  had  been  taunted 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  as  not  being 
one  of  the  party.  They  had  also  bien  tannted  the 
other  day  with  not  having  eemmon  schools  in  Vir- 
ginia. But  if  they  bad  not  common  .schools, 
they  had  schools  in  Virginia  which  etiabled 
them  to  understand  ligtu,  as  well  a>  other  peo- 
ple. The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Sdr. 
Monroe]  ba.l  talked  also  about  the  "abstrac- 
tions" of  Virginia.  Now  he  would  tell  that 
gentleman,  that  with  all  their  '  sbstraclioES," 
they  had  common  s*nse  enough  to  ^et  a  steamboat 
below  a  bridge  before  they  built  it  up.  Mr.  M. 
here  related  an  amusing  anecdote,  where  tome 
common  school  people  ol  the  North  built  a  bridge 
in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent  their  getting  out  a 
siCAmboa';  (a  member  at  the  Reporter's  elbow  sug- 
gested that  it  was  similar  to  the  mason  who  built 
his  leg  in  a  chimney.) 

Mr.  M.  after  some  further  remarks  in  relation 
to  the  tariff,  etc.  observed  that  as  the  time  for  d  s- 
chareing  the  committee  from  the  bill  was  now  at 
hand,  he  most  conclude. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that  some  of  his 
friends  had  regretted  this  manifestation  of  differ- 
ence of  opin  on  among  members  of  the  Whig  par- 
ly on  this  floer.  Now,  fir  h  »  par',  he  was  rejoiced 
at  it.  It  must  come  at  some  time,  and  the  8)oner 
the  better.  Let  us  know  what  our  friends  think  of 
it,  (said  Mr.  U.)  let  them  consider  it,  and  be  pre- 
pared for  future  events.  But  if  the  separation 
ctmes,  let  tis  part  like  friends— let  ns  not  attempt 
to  bi(<d  ourselves  together  by  a  rope  of  sand,  for 
that  wilt  not  bind  us  together  as  firmly  as  we 
ou^ht  to  be. 

In  relation  to  the  propriety  of  a  called  session, 
Mr.  U.  asked,  who  had  been  authorized  to  speak 
for  General  Hariisoni  Had  any  one?  No !  Then 
who  brought  it  forward?  Who  endorsed  it  for  the 
Whig  part>?  It  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  mere  ex- 
pression ol  eeoilemen  as  to  the  propriety  of  such  a 
measure.  It  remained  for  Geoeriil  Harrison,  when 
he  should  be  inducted  into  office,  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther this  or  that  object  could  be  accomplished  by  an 
Ritra  setwion. 

Mr  U.  considered  the  intimation  of  a  called  ses- 
sion as  utterly  premature.  It  oujbt  lo  be  decided 
whui  all  the  elections  .■■halt  have  uken  place.  Gen. 
Harrison  could  then  Judge,  from  the  elements  of 
Congress,  what  could  or  could  not  be  ^one.  Mr. 
U.  Slid  that  if  he  were  the  PtMdent  of  the  United 


Slates,  and  could  see  that  a  Natioaal  Bank  oould 
be  establishtd,  the  Sub-Treasury  law  repealed,  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  distributed,  the  tariff 
revised,  Ac  and  had  an  assurance  to  that  effect,  he 
would  convene  Congress  instantly  to  act  on  that 
emergency. 

[Mr.  SMrra  of  Indiana  here  read  from  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Sutes  that  part  which  says 
that  the  President  "may,  on  ezaaordinary  occa- 
sion!:, con  vene  both  Houses,  or  either  of  them,"  and 
asked  Mr.  U.  whether  the  "emergency"  etmtem- 
plated  by  the  Constitution  depended  on  t|ie  prepon- 
d'ranct  of  one  or  other  of  the  political  parties  of 
the  rx>nntry.] 

Mr.  U.  said  he  would  answer  what  constituted 
an  emergency.  Any  matter  of  great  public  eoik-; 
oem  in  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  was  an  emergency. 
Suppose  the  President  wished  war  to  be  declared, 
and  desired  Congress  to  act  upon  the  tubjeet,.. 
Suppose  one  Congress  will  not  act  upon  it,  and, the 
next  would.  Oo^t  it  not  to  be  taken  into  viaw 
whether  he  would  call  Congress  together  or  nott 
The  present  emergency  (he  said)  grew  out  of  a  de- 
preciated bank  currency,  the  want  of  a  uniform 
cnrrency,  and  the  embarrassed  condition  in  which 
the  States  were  placed.  And  in  acting  upon  this 
emergency,  the  President  ought  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  elements  which  would  constitute  (be 
next  Congress. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Maine  said,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  bad  well  characterized  the  Whig 
party  as  being  held  together  by  a  rope  of  sand.  He 
could  not  have  give  a  more  happy  illustration.  Mr. 
8  in  a  hi;imorons  manner,  was  alluding  to  (he  beau- 
tiful specimens  of  cohesion  of  the  Federal  party  in 
Maine  and  Massachusetts,  when 

The  CHAIR  announc?;d  that  the  hoar  of  scTea 
having  arrived,  farther  debate  would  not  be  in 
order. 

The  qnaetlon  first  in  order  was  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Barhabd  to  strike  ont  the  enacting  danse. 

Which,  being  taken,  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— Ayei  55,  noes  107. 

Mr.  WISE  now  offered  his  amendment,  viz: 

Provided,  That  in  ease  tbe  Treasury  notes  out- 
■tending  and  unredeemed,  issued  under  former 
laws  of  Congress,  added  to  the  amount  of  such 
notes  if  sued  under  the  act  and  actually  expended, 
or  issued  ts  meet  payments  due  and  payable  before 
the  4th  day  of  March  next,  shall,  on  the  4th  day 
of  March  next,  exceed  the  stim  of  five  milUons  of 
dollars,  then  tbe  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue,  by 
virtue  of  the  provision*  of  this  act,  such  further 
amount  of  the  said  notes  as  will  make  the  whole 
amount  issued  under  this  act  and  applicable  to 
payments  falling  due  after  the  4d  day  of  ^Ibreh 
next,  the  full  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the 
aflfirmative;  ayts  90,  noes  57. 

Tbe  amendment  submitted  by  Mr,  Jmnraa  on 
Saturday  last,  and  which  he  gave  notice  he  would 
offer  at  tbe  proper  time,  at  his  request  was  then 
read  as  followl^•. 

Be  i(  eiuefod,  Sfe.  That  the  President  of  (he 
United  States  is  aothoriztd  to  raise  by  loan  sudi 
sum  or  sums  as  the  exigencies  of  the  Government 
may  reqaire,  but  not  ta  exceed  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars, at  an  interest  not  more  than  six  per  eentnm  per 
annum,  to  be  reimbursed  at  any  time  after  twelve 
months,  whenever  the  condition  of  the  Treasury 
will  permit. 

The  CHAIR  deeided  that  tbe  amendment  was 
not  now  in  order,  as  the  gentleman  on  Saturday  had 
merely  signified  his  {ntenMen  to  offer  it 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Coaris  was  next  read 
as  follows: 

SxonoM^  JMheitfiff^tfitrtfiaeted,  That  when- 
ever proof  shall  be  exhibited,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
tVe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  loss  or  de- 
struotion  of  any  inreasury  note  issued  under  tbe 
authority  of  any  act  of  Congress,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  said  Secretary,  upon  receiving  bend, 
with  sufficient  security  to  indemnify  the  United 
States  against  any  other  claim  on  account  of  tbe 
Treasury  note  alleged  to  be  so  lost  or  destroyed,  (o 
pay  the  amount  due  on  such  note,  to  the  person 
who  had  lost,  or  in^  whose  possewjon  it  bad  been 
destroyed.  '  O 
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On  tbe  ques'ioh  bein;  taken,  the  amcDdinent  was 
B*|[r»ii»eJ— veas  78,  T)oe<  83. 

Mr.  GREBN  (a«  Mr.  Stanlt  was  aWoi)  morrd 
that  the  amrndmcnt  of  ihat  gentleman  be  bow 
taken  up,  which  mutiun  prerailed.  It  was  'hen  read 
as  follows: 

Be  it  matted  6y  tht  Senate  and  Houtt  r/  Repreien- 
imtivrs  of  the  United  States  of  ..fnMriea  in  C»ngrea' 
mtmbUd,  Thai  from  and  afier  the  day 

of  on  the  iisporiaiion  of  articles  hereaOer 

mentionrd,  ihrre  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and 
paid  the  follotring daties,  that  is  to  saj: 

Oa  all  manufactares  of  silb,  or  of  which  silk 
shall  be  a  cumponent  part,  coming  from  beyond 
tbe  Cape  of  Oood  Hope,  twenty  percent,  advala- 
retn. 

On  all  mannfactnres  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk 
shall  be  a  component  part,  coming  from  this  side 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  ten  per  cent,  ad  «a- 
I«r«R. 

On  all  wines,  except  the  wines  of  France,  twenty 
per  cent,  ad  valorem 

On  all  wines  of  France,  at  sonn  as  the  treaty 
with  France  will  allow,  a  dtity  of  twenty  per  cent. 
ad  valmrem. 

On  all  bleached  and  unbleached  linens,  table 
linen,  linen  napkins,  and  linen  cambries,  twenty 
per  cent  ad  vaUrem. 

The  foregoing  dities  being  in  accordance  with 
the  leims  and  the  spirit  of  the  act  of  March  3J, 
1833. 

Jtnd  be  Ufttrther  enacted,  That  all  laws  inconsis- 
tent with  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  WISE  svbmltteJ  whether  the  amendment 
was  in  order. 

The  CHAIR  de.-ided  ibtt  it  was. 

Mr.  BEA.TTY  appealed  Irum  the  decision  of  the 
Chairj  bat  bf-fore  the  question  was  taken,  "Shall 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  jadgmeni  of 
the  House?" 

Mr.  GBEBN  wihdrew  the  amendment. 

Mr.  COOPER  of  Georgia  offered  the  following 
as  an  amtndment,  which  was  rejected  withoat  a 
oonnb 

Pmidid,  That  it  sViall  hot  be  lawful  for  any 
officer  of  the  Gurernmrnt  to  tender  or  propose  to 
pay  any  Treasury  note  or  notes  thus  ao^horized  to 
be  issued,  to  any  per.<on  having  demands  against 
the  Qovernm^ni,  or  to  pay  the  same,  unless  asked 
for  or  desired  by  the  creditor. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee now  rise,  and  report  the  bill  a'i  amended  to  the 
House;  which  motion  prevailed,  and 

The  committee  roFe,  and  reported  to  ihe  House 
the  bill  as  amended;   which,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
CRABB,  was  read  as  follows: 
A  BILX,  to  aothorz^  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes. 

Bt  it  enacted  fry  the  Senate  a^id  Hnue  »f  Refre- 
unMimei  tf  Uu  Oiiited  State*  o/JImeHea  in  Conceit 
aMMiMa^  That  the  President  of  the  United  Slates 
is  kereby  authorised  to  cau!>e  Treasury  nuies  to  be 
issued  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  the  ezigeocirs  of 
tbe  Gorerament  may  rrqaire;  bat  not  ezoeeding  the 
Sim  of  five  millions  of  dollnrs  uf  thif  emitsion,  ont- 
staaiisg  at  any  one  time,  lo  be  reimbursed  in  the 
lastjquarters  of  the  year,  if  the  condition  of  the 
Treasury  will  permit  it,  and  to  be  issued  under  the 
limitations  and  other  provisions  contained  in  the 
act  cslitled  "An  act  to  auihorize  tbe  i^taing  of 
Treasury  Doles,"  appt'ired  ihe  twelfth  d»y  of  Oeto- 
btf,  on*  Ihoiisand  eight  handreJ  and  thtriy'seven, 
and  as  modiied  by  an  act  eniiiled  "An  act  addi- 
tional to  the  act  en  tbe  subject  of  Treasury  notes," 
approved  the  thiny-first  day  of  March,  oae  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  forty,  except  tba>  this  law 
ahall  expire  in  one  year  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Provided,  That  in  ctu^e  the  Treasury  noteit  ont- 
slandiDg  and  no  redeemed,  issued  under  former 
laws  of  Conjre.^,  added  to  the  amount  of  such 
Itoles  issned  under  this  art  and  actually  expended, 
or  issued  to  meet  payments  doe  and  payable  before 
the  4>h  day  of  March  nex',  shall,  on  ihe  i'h  day 
of  Match  next,  eicfed  i!-e  sorn  of  five  millions  of 
dollar?,  then  the  Presid:i;t  of  tbe  United  States 
•hall  be,  and  be  is  hereby  aaihorized  t->  issue,  by 
viirae  of  the  provisioas  or  ihit  acs  such  farther 
amonat  of  the  »aid  notes  as  will  niake  ihe  whole 
amount  issued ,  imder  ihi-s  act  and  ap  Ueable  to 


payments  falling  due  afier  tbe  4th  day  of  March 
next,  the  tpll  sum  of  live  miliionsof  duliars. 

Mr.  JAMESON  mored  tbe  previoa:  question; 
which  was  teconded. 

And  th6  qnestioB  being  on  agreeing  to  tbe  ameud- 
meat, 

Mr.  PROPPIT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were— Yeas  111,  nays  79 

YEAS— Mes-srs.  Alford,  John  W.  Allen,  Aiher- 
ton.  Banks,  Baker,  Beaity,  Beirne,  Black,  Black- 
well,  Bond,  Boyd,  Breckcnridge,  Brewster,  Briggs, 
Barke,  Sampson  H.  Batler,  Yfm.  O.  Butler, 
Juhn  Campb«il,  Carroll,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clif- 
ford, Coles,  Wm.  R.  Coopt  r,  Davee,  Juhn  Oavis, 
D  'an,  Daig,  Dancan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fine, 
Fisher,  Fornanoe,  Galbrailh,  Garland,  Gentry, 
Gerry,  Griffin,  Hand,  John  Hastincs,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Hillen,  Holm&s  Hubbard,  Jackson, 
Jameson,  Chas.  Johnston,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kille, 
Leadbetter,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lowell,  Lucas, 
MeClellao,  Mi  Clure,  McCallocb,  Meredith  Mal- 
lory,  Francis  Mallory,  Marchand,  Miller,  Mou- 
tanya,  Montgomery,  8.  W.  Mortis,  Mcrrow, 
Naylor,  Newhard,  Parmenter,  Pickenv,  Prentiss, 
Reynolds,  Rhett,  Ridgway,  Rives,  Edward  Rogers, 
James  Rogers,  Samuels,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Shepard, 
Albert  Smith,  John  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Stark- 
wea'her,  Steenrod,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sumter,  Swear- 
ingen,  Swcnev,  Tiliaferro,  Taylor,  Philip  F.  Tho- 
mas, Jacob  Thompson,  Tripleit,  Underwood,  Peter 
J.  Wagner,  Watterson,  Weller,  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams, Henry  Williams,  and  Wise— 109. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Andrews,  Barnard, 
Boardman,  Brockway,  Aaron  V.  Brown*  Carr, 
Chiiln,  Chittenden,  Clark,  Connor,  James  Cooper, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Craucton,  Crockett,  Cur- 
tis, Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Doe, 
Dromgoole,  Edwardit,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore, 
Gates,  Giddings,  Goggin, Goode,  Graham, Granger, 
Graves,  Green,  Habersham,  Hall,  Henry,  Hill  of 
North.  Carolina,  Holt,  Hunt,  James,  Jenifer, 
Kempshall,  King,  Ltne,  Linco'n,  McCarty,  Mar- 
vin, Mason,  Medill,  Monroe,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Calvary  Merris,  Nisbet,  Osborne,  Paynter,  Peck, 
Pope,  Proflit,  Randall,  Rariden,  Rayner,  Reed, 
Saltonsiall,  Bimonion,  Truman  Smith,  Waddy 
Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Toland,  Trumbull, 
Tumey,  Warren,  Edward  D.  White,  John  While, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  and  Chris- 
topher H.  Williams— 79. 

So  tbe  amendment  was  concorred  in. 

The  question  then  recarred  on  engrossing  the  bill 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for,  were  ordered, 
and  resulted — Yeas  126,  nays  69. 

YEAS— Messrc.  Adams,  Alford,  Joba  W.  Al- 
len, Atherion,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Black,  Black- 
well,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  G. 
Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  William  O. 
Batler,  John  Campbell,  Carr,  Carroll,  Ctuey, 
Chapman,  Clifford,  Coles,  Connor,  Mark  A. 
Cooper,  William  R.  CJooper,  Crary,  Thomas 
Davee,  John  Davis,  Doan,  Dole,  Duncan,  Earl,' 
Eastman,  Ely,  Evans,  Fine,  Fisher,  Fornance, 
Galbrailh,  Garland,  Gtntry,  Gerry,  Griffin,  Hall, 
Hand,  John  Hastings,  Hawkin',  Hill  of  Norh 
Carolina,  Hillen,  Holmes,  Hubbard,  Hunt,  Jack- 
son, Jameson,  Jenifer,  Charles  Johnston  Joseph 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  'John  W.  Jonei,  K«im, 
Kemble,  Kille,  Leadbetter,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lew- 
is, Lincoln,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McClellan,  McClare, 
McCniloch,  Meredith  Mallory,  Francis  Maltory, 
Marchand,  Medill,  Miller,  Montanya,Montgomery, 
Samnel  W.  Morris,  Morrow,  Newhard,  Parmen- 
ter, Paynter,  Pickens,  Prentiss,  Randall,  Reed, 
Reynolds,  Rhett,  Ridgway,  Rive!),  Edward  Ro- 
gers, James  Rogers,  Samuels,  Sergeant,  Shaw, 
Slade,  Albert  Smith,  John  Smi>h,  Thomas  Smith, 
Starkweather,  S:eenrod,  Stronr,  Sumter,  Swear- 
ingen,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Philip  P. 
Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson,  Triplett,  Tumey, 
Vroom,  Pe  er  J.  Wagner.  Watterson,  Weller, 
Edward  D.  White,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Thonas 
W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Lewis  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,   and  Wise — 195. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Andrews,  Baker,  Barnard,  Bell, 
Boardman,  Bond,  Breekenridge,  Briggs,  Brock- 
way,  Calhonn,    William   B.   Campbell,  Chinn, 


Clark,  James  Cooper,  Crabb,  Craos'on,  Crockett, 
Curtis,  Garrett  Davi; ,  Dawson,  Deberiy,  Dennis, 
Doe,  Dromgoole,  Edwards,  Everett,  FiUmoie, 
Gates, Giddings,  Goggin,  Goode,  Graham,  Qiaa- 
ger,  Gravef,  Green,  Hawcs,  Henry,  Holt,  James, 
WUIiam  Cost  Johnson,  Kempshall,  King,  Lane, 
McCarty,  Marvin,  Mason,  Monroe,  Morgan, 
Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Nisbcl,  Oibome,  Peck, 
Pope,  Proffi',  Rariden,  Rayner,  Saltonsiall,  Si- 
monlon,  Truman  Smith,  Smart,  Waddy  Tbomp- 
SOD,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tuland,  Trofabnll,  Un- 
derwood, Warren,  John  While,  and  Christo- 
pher H.  Williams— 69. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  previous  question  was  then  moved  and  se- 
ooDded,  and  the   bill  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  JI^EET,  at  8  o'clock,  p.  m. 

The  House  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  RBPREdBNTATiVBS. 
Satouiut,  Fcbiaury  6,  1841. 

Mr.  RAYNER,  on  leave,  presented  the  resolu- 
tions of  Ihe  General  Assembly  of  ihe  State  of  North 
Carolina,  on  the  subjet^t  of  the  public  domain  and 
the  reopening  of  Roanoke  Inlet-,  which  were  laid  . 
upon  the  lable,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  a.sked  leave  to  submit  Ihe  fol- 
lowing resolniion: 

Resohed,  That  the  execution  of  the  order  of  this 
House,  made  on  the  8th  day  of  January  last,  order- 
ing bills  Noa.  484,  485,  and  466,  to  be  made  th« 
special  order  for  the  95th  day  of  January  (then)  in- 
stant, and  then  take  precedence  of  all  other  basi- 
ness  until  they  are  disposed  of,  be  postponed  vntij 
Tuesday  next,  and  that,  after  tbe  raorauig  hour,  the 
House  will  this  day  proceed  lo  the  consideration  of 
private  bills,  to  the  passage  of  which  no  objection 
shall  be  made. 

[The  bills  alluded  to  in  ihe  above  are  m  foltowa: 

A  bill  to  provide  for  purchasing  the  pateiti  for 
Raab's  eafety  valve. 

A  bill  to  BUiborize  the  President  of  the  Dnited 
States  to  employ  psrsons  to  construct  apparatus 
with  a  view  to  extiognish  fires  on  board  steamboats, 
and  to  test  its  utility;  and 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act  eittitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  better  security  of  the  lives  of  passen- 
gers on  board  of  ve.«sel.s  propelled  m  whole  or 
J  art  by  steam,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved 
uly  7,  1838.] 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  offered  the  following  as 
a  modification;  but  it  was  not  accepted: 

Seeoltei,  Tnat  next  Thursday,  after  the  hour  of 
three,  and  nntil  Friday  until  three  o'clock,  be  set 
apart  for  the  bills  and  hnsiness  of  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Objection  being  made  to  the  reception  of  the  re- 
solution, . 

Mr.  RUSSELL  moved  a  suspension  of  tha 
rales. 

And  oik  that  qnesUon  the  yeas  and  nays  were  o^ 
dered,  and  were — yeas  110,  nays  54,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  J.  W.  Allen,  Andrews, 
Banks,  Baker,  Black,  Boardman,  Bend,  Boyd, 
Breekenridge,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
William  O.  Batter,  Calhoun,  John  Campbell, 
Carr,  Carroll,  Carter,  Chino,  Chittenden,  Clark, 
James  Cooper,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Craig,  Cranston, 
Crary,  Crockett,  Cross,  Davee,  Edward  Davics, 
John  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Ely, 
Everett,  Fillmore,  Galbrailh,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Gid- 
dings, Gtoegin,  Graham,  Granger,  Grinnell,  Hall, 
Wm.  S.  Hastings,  Henry,  Hillen,  Hunt,  Jackson, 
James,  Charles  Johnston,  Joseph  Johnson,  Kemble, 
Kempshall,  Lane,  Leet,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  MeCarty, 
McCallocb,  Meredith  Mallory,  Marvin,  Mason, 
Miiehel',  Monroe,  Montanya,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Calvary  Mom*,  Morrow,  Osboroe,  Parmenter, 
Peck,  Proffit,  Randall,  Rariden,  RayRcr,  Reed, 
Russell,  Sergeant,  Simonton,  Slade,  Albert  Smith, 
Trnman  Smith,  Strong,  Staart,  Swearingtn,  Swe- 
ney, Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  John  B. 
Thompson,  Tillinehast,  Toland,  Tripleit.  Tram- 
ball,  Underwood,  Vroon,  P.  J.  Wagner,  Wanen, 
Watterson,  Wick,  Jar^d  W.  Williams.  Thomas  W. 
Williams,  Henry  Wilisms,  Jii^eph  L.  Williams, 
Christoiiher  H.  Williams,  and  Winthrep— 110. 

NAYS— Messrs.     Aliord,     Atherton,    Beatty, 
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:«: 


BeinM,  Brockway,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burke, 
8.  H.  Bailer,  Casey,  Clifford,  Wm.  R.  Gooprr, 
Crabb,  Deltet,  Doan,  Earl,  BasUnaD,  Fine,  Fletcher, 
Oriffin,  Hand,  Hill  of  Kotth  Carolina,  Hopk  A), 
HobtMtrd,  Jameson,  Wiilian  Cost  Jobaaeo,  Cave 
Johnaon,  John  W.  Jtmes,  Kille,  Leadbetter,  Leo- 
nard, Lowell,  Loess,  McClellan,  Marcitand,  Me- 
diH,  Bfiller,  Mooigomery,  Newhard,  Paynier,  Pe- 
trikiB,  Prentus,  R*yiiol(te,  Rbett,  Edward  Rogers, 
SamneL',  Sbaw,  Thomas  Smiib,  Starkweather, 
flamter,  Taylor,  TniHey,  Weller,  John  White,  and 
LwvisWmi»ms-54. 

So  the  rales  were  sospeoded. 

Tbcpreriops  qnestion  was  then  moved  and  se- 
conded; and 

Oa  the  main  qutslion  beinr  ordered, 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Maine  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nay^  which  were  orderrd,  and  resatted— yeas  132, 
nay»  S3,  as  follows: 

TBAS-^rasrs.  Adams,  John  W.  AHen,  An- 
drews, Banks,  Baker,  Barnard,  Bell,  Black,  Board- 
maa,  Bond,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Bri|fn,  Brockway, 
AvonY.  Brown,  WiHiam  O.  Baile',  Calhoun, 
Xoha  Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carter, 
Caaey,  Cbiiin,  Chittenden,  Clark,  James  Cooper, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  Craig,  Cranston,  Crary,  Crockett, 
Croas,  Davee,  Edward  Davie-%  John  Darts.  Daw- 
sea,  Deberrv,  Dennis,  Doe,  Edwards,  Ely,  Everett, 
miBore,  Oalbraiih,  Qarland,  Oates,  Gentry, 
Gerry,  Giddinfrs,  Goggin,  Goode,  Graham,  Gran- 
ger, Grinnell,  Hall,  William  S.  Hastings,  Hawes, 
Henry,  Hnnt,  Jackson,  Jame;,  Charles  Johnston, 
Joeepb  Tohnson,  Wm.  Cost  Jobn'on, '  Eemble, 
Kempsfaall,  Kille,  Lane,  Leet,  Lewis,  Lincoln, 
MeCany,  MeColloch,  Meredith  Mallory,  Marvin, 
Mason,  Monroe,  Mostanya,  Moore,  Morgan,  C. 
Morris,  Monow,  Newbard,  Nisbet,  Osborne,  Palen, 
Parmenter,  Peck,  Proffit,  Randall,  Rariden,  Reed, 
Ridgway,  Rnssell,  Sergeant,  Simonton,  Slade,  Al- 
bert Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Strong,  Smart,  Talia- 
ferro, John  B.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Tctand, 
Triplett,  Trambull,  Underwood.  Vroom,  Peier  J. 
Wagner,  Wairen,  Watlerson.  Edward  D.  While, 
John  White,  Wick,  Jared  W.  William%  Thomas 
W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
liams, C.  H.  Williams,  and  Winthrop_l23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alford,  Atherton.Bealiy,  Beime, 
Blackwell,  Bnrke,  Bynam,  Chapman,  Clifford, 
Connor,  WHIism  R  Cooper,  Crabh,  Dellel,  Doig , 
Earl,  Eastman,  Pine,  Pleichtr,  Griffin, Habershsm, 
Hand,  John  Hastings,  Hawkins,  Hill  of  North 
Carolina,  Hillen,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Hnbbard, 
Jameson,  Cave  Johnson,  Leadbeiter,  Leoaard, 
Lowell,  Lacas,  McClellan,  Marchand,  Medill, 
Miller,  Mootgomerv,  Paynter,  Petrikin,  Prentiss, 
Reynolds,  Edward  Rogers  Samoelir,  Sliaw,  Thos. 
Smith,  Starkweather,  Snmter,  Swearingen,  Jacob 
Thompson,  Tumey,  Weller,  and  Lewis  Williams 

•>sa. 

So  the  resolution  was  ac'opted. 

Mr.  ANDREWS,  from  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts, offered  a  resolotion  aaibcrizing  that  com- 
mittee to  allow  ibe  pay  of  all  snch  members  of  the 
Honse  as  were  unavoidably  detained  by  lh«  late 
storm,  on  their  way  to  the  seat  of  Qt>verment;  and 
who,  in  oonsfqaence,  were  prevented  from  taking 
their  seats  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion. 

Objection  being  made  to  its  reception, 

Mr.  ANDREWS  moved  to  suspend  the  rules; 
but  the  motion  was  not  sastained  by  the  Honse. 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL,  on  leave,  presented 
the  redort  of  the  Committee  on  Federal  Rela'ions 
of  the  Home  of  Represeniatives  of  Sbath  Caro- 
lina, on  so  moch  of  the  Oovernoi's  m-  s<age  as  re- 
lates to  tha  election  of  President  of  tbe  Doited 
Stales,  tbe  constrDttian  of  the  Constitution,  and 
tha  fotare  arrangements  -as  to  the  toriff  of  duties 
on  imporL<;  which  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  also  on  leave,  pretented 
the  reaolations  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  in 
relation  to  the  United  Slates  Bank  and  the  public 
domaio;  which  were  laid  opou  tbe  table. 

Mr.  HAND  snbmitted  a  resohitioD,  that  all  peti- 
tioasand  papers,  tbe  presentation  of  which  were 
■ot  objected  to  by  the  rules  of  the  Honse,  be  re- 
f«md  10  tbe  tppropriateeamiiuitees,  by  tbe  man-  j 


bete  pteseming    them    endorsing    their    name* 
Iheieoa. 

Mr.  H.  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  but  the  me- 
I'on  did  notpravail. 

PUBLIC  LANDS  IN  TENNESSEE. 

The  SPEAKER  then  staled  the  Brst  busioara  in 
order  to  be  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  on  the  1  Gh  of  January,  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of 
Tennessee  to  issue  grams  and  perfect  bills  to  cer- 
tain lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims 
to  (he  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the 
same,  passed  the  I8th  day  of  April,  1806."  Tbe 
question  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  L.  WillumsIo 
commit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  ihe  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union;  and  pending  the  same,  tbe 
mnrning  hour  bsd  expired. 

Mr.  CROCKETT  said  he  would  not  make  Ibe 
speech  wliich  he  intended  lo  have  made,  as  be  was 
sure  every  member  understood  the  subject,  and 
time  was  precious.  Mr.  C.  then  moved  the  pre- 
vious question;  which  was  ordered  and  put,  vie 
"Shall  the  main  question  be  bow  pnti"  and  pissed 
in  the  affirmaiive. 

The  SPEAKER  then  decided  that  the  main 
question  was,  shall  tbe  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  lime? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  appealed  from  the  deci- 
sion, on  the  ground  that  the  main  qaestioa  was  that 
the  bill  be  committed  to  tbe  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  ihe  Union. 

.  Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  asked  lo  be  excused  from 
voting  on  the  question,  and  was  proceeding  to  state 
his  reasons  why  he  ought  to  be  excused. 

When  several  gentlemen  called  him  to  order,  on 
the  ground  that  the  previous  question  cut  off  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  said  he  would  then  make 
a  motion  that  would  not  be  out  of  order;  and  that 
wa?,  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  tbe  table;  and  there- 
upon called  for  tbe  yeas  and  na;s;  which  were  or- 
dered, and  were— Yea<!  39,  nays  137,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Me>srs.  Adams,  Brockway,  Bynum, 
John  Campbell,  Carroll,  Chittenden,  Connor, 
Deberry,  Drom(foolc,  Evans,  Pilimore,  Gate*, 
GogRin,  Graham,  Griffin,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hill 
of  North  Carolina,  Hillen,  Hopkins,  Jackson, 
Charles  Johnston,  Joseph  Johnson,  William  Cast 
Johnson,  Lane,  Leadbetter,  McCariy,  Meiedith 
Mallory,  Montfomery,  Morgan,  Palen,  Peck, 
Simonton,  Taliaferro,  Philip  P.  Thomas,  Tilling- 
hast, Underwood,  Lewis  Williams,  and  Win- 
throp— 39.  • 

NAYS— Messrs.  AUbrd,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Barnard,  Beatiy,  Beirae,  Black,  Blackwell, 
Boardman,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Briags,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  AlbertG.  Brown,  Burke,  William  0  But- 
ler, William  B.  Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Ca.sey, 
Chapman,  Claik,  Clifford,  Jame«  Cooper,  Mark 
A.  Cooper,  William  R.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Craig, 
Cranston,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cross,  Cnshiog,  Davee, 
Edward  Davies,  John  Davis,  Garrett  Davis,  Diek- 
erson.  Doe,  Doi«;,  Eul,  Eistman,  Pine,  Fisher, 
Fornance,  Galbraiib,  Garland,  Gentry,  Gerry, 
Gi)ode,  Habersham,  Hall,  Hand,  J*hu  Hastings, 
Henry,  Hull,  Hubbard,  Hunt,  James,  James'in, 
Jenif-r,  Cave  Johnson,  Kempshall,  Kille,  King, 
L'»et,  Leonard,  Lewi»,  Lincohi,  Lowell,  Lucas, 
McClellan,  McCullocb,  MarebanJ,  Marvin,  Ma- 
son, Medill,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Monroe,  Montanya, 
Moore,  Morrow,  Newbard,  Nisbet,  Parmenter, 
Peerikio,  Pickens,  Pope.  Prentiss.  Prcffit,  Rariden, 
Reynolds,  Ridgway,  Edward  Rogers,  Samuels, 
Sergeant,  Sitaw,  SUde,  Albert  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Tliomas  Siuilh,  Starkweather,  Sieenrod,  Stuart, 
Swenev,  Taylor.  Jacob Thoa»pson,  John  B.  Thomp- 
son, TolanH,  Triplett,  Tumey,  Vroom.  Peter  J. 
Wagner,  Warren,  Watlerson,  Weller,  Edward  D. 
White,  John  Wtiite,  Wick,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  and  Wise 
—137. 

So  Ihe  House  refused  to  lay  (he  bill  upon  (he 
Ub!e. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  engrossaent 
of  the  bill;  and  being  put,  passed  in  tbe  affirmative. 

Mr.  L  WILLIAMS  then  moved  that  the  bill  be 
read  a  third  time  oa  Meadayj  but  the  motion  did 
not  prevail. 


Mr.  LINCOLN  then  spoke  at  length  on  the  me- 
rits of  the  bill;  but,  before  he  had- concluded,  the     ^ 
morning  hour  had  expired,  and  the  Honse  then 
took  up  the  following 

SENATE  BILLS: 

Which  were  read  a  first  and  second  tioa*,  and'*' 
appropriately  refened,  viz: 

An  act  for  Ihe  relief  of  the  legal  Rpresen(atives 
of-  Colin  Bishop; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bphraim  D.  Diekrcn; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives'^ 
cf  Pierre  Bonhomme; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Miguel 
Eslaw;  .     ' 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Juan  Belgar; 

An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  the  legal  heirs  and  repte- 
sentalivts  of  William  Copway;  '' 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Babin; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  De  Passan  of 
Louisiana; 

An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  John  Compton,  assignee 
and  representative  of  Gonigues  Fianjac;  "  ' 

An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Jean  Baptiste  Comeau; 

An  act  confiirming  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste 
Lecompte  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Louisiana; 

Ad  act  for  tbe  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Tberese  Malette,  widow  of  Otcpord  Phiole; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Wikon; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives' 
of  Nathaniel  Pryor,  deceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  Sirader; 

An  act  for  the  relief  the  heiis  of  Madame  De 
Losser; 

Aa  act  for  die  relief  of  Qordoa  S.  Hnbbaix), 
Robert  A.  Kinzie,  and  others; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  A.  Harrison; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Paxton; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Reynell  Coats  and  Wal- 
ter R.  Johnson; 

An  act  for  the  relief  John  McNet^j  and 

An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treatn. 
ry  to  apply  the  amount  due  on  certain  contracts 
entered  into  with  the  War  Department,  and  Peter 
H.  Green,  and  Green  and  Emerson,  to  the  eztin- 
guishmenlof  ademand  due  to  the  United  Stales 
from  William  King  and  Peter  H.  Green. 

Tbe  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  incorpo- 
rate (he  Washington  city  Benevolent  Soeiety,*'  was 
read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  seni  (e  (he  Senate  for 
c  incurrence. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Sarah  B.  Siith  and  ber 
children  was  read  a  third  lime;  and,  being  objected 
to,  was  laid  aside  under  the  resolution  adopted 
to-day. 

The  engrossed  bill  tor  the  relief  of  William  B. 
Win&ion  was  read  a  third  lime,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  Senate  for  eoncnrreoce. 

The  engrcsied  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Elizabeth 
Jones  and  others  was  read  a  third  time;  but  bring 
objec'ed  to,  was  laid  over  under  tbe  resolution. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hutchinson 
was  also  read  a  third  time;  but  being  objected  lo, 
was  similarly  disposed  of. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Esther  Perrott  was  read 
a  third  time,  passed,  and  seal  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence. 

The  bill  for  tha  relief  («f  Don  Carlos  de  Ville- 
men),  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  16ih  of  January,  with  the  enacting  words 
stricken  out,  coming  np  for  consideration,  the 
Honse  ooncnried  therein;  and  so  tbe  bill  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  a»ked  leave  lo  re- 
fer a  memorial  to  the  Oommiitee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs; bat 

Mr.  CARR  objected,  on  the  ground  that  Ihe  same 
privilege  was  not  given  to  others. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

On  motion  o(  Mr.  RUSSELL,  the  House  i«- 
solved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  (Mr.  Baiaos  in  tbe  c|uir)  on 
private  bil's. 

Tbe  bills  for  the  relief  of  Job  Halsey  and  David 
W.  Sleeth  were  then  read;  but  being  objected  to, 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  moved  that  the  CommiUee 
rise,  so  as  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  Honse  <a 
psas  bilK  and  not  leave  the  business  at  the  mercy 
of  any  member  who  mi^t  chocac  to  object,  as  was 
Hu  MM  iin<ef  the  r^aiion  adopted  this  mominj. 
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The  qafsiion  was  then  taken— 'ajres  16— noes  87; 
DO  qaoinm. , 

Mr.  ANDREWS  said  (bat,  as  there  was  no  quo- 
rum, he  wonld  more  that  that  Tact  be-  rrporied  to 
tbeHoase. 

Tbc  question  was  again  taken,  and  ihe  tellf  rs  re- 
ported— ayes  34, nors  111. 

So  the  committee  refased  to  rise. 

Mr.  STGENROD  said  it  iras  erideot  no  busi- 
ness could  te  dune  under  tbe  resolution  which  had 
been  adopted  ibis  morning,  II«  wonid,  therefore, 
move  that  the  committee  rise,  to  enable  (:be 
Hoase  so  lo  amend  the  ruler  as  ta  transact  the  bu  • 
ainess  of  ihe  country. 

The  question  was  then  taken— yeas  62,  n  tys  55, 
no  qnoinm. 

The  question  was  again  taken  by  tellers,  wbo 
reported — yeas  63,  nays  54,  no  quorum  voting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEENROD, 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reporie J  that  fact 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Tellers  were  called  for  and  appoinied,  who  re- 
ported— yeas  52,  nays  80. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Maine  moved  that  the  House 
adjourn,  but  withdrew  tbe  motion. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  a  Committee  of 
(6e  Whole. 

Mr.  DAWSON  then  moved  that  tbe  committee 
rise,  in  order  that  tbe  House  might  repeal  the  resc- 
lution  adopted  this  morning. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  resulted— ayes 
106,  noe:s  35. 

The  conmiiiee  then  rose,  and  reported  (hat  they 
had  made  no  progress. 

Mr.  WISE  tbfu  moved  to  resciiid  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  an  a'^journment. 

Tbe  question  was  then  and  negatived— yeas  43, 
nays  107. 

Mr.  RARIDEN  then  moved  lo  suspend  tbe  rules, 
S3  as  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  to  confirm  certain  landi  to  the  S'aie  of  Indiana, 
for  the  eontinnaiion  of  the  Wabash  and  &ie  Ca- 
nal. 

The  motion  to  suspend  wgs  negatived. 

Tbe  motion  of  Mr.  Wise  to  rescind  tbe  order  of 
this  momiog  recttired. 

Mr.  RARIDEN  moved  to  adjourn;  but  subse- 
quently wiihdrtw  his  motion. 

Mr.  CURTIS  then  moved  to  adj'  urn;  and  the 
question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  nega- 
tived—Yeas 56,  nays  86. 

Tbe  question  again  recurred  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  WISE  to  rescind  the;  order  adopted  ibit  morn- 
ing, which  puts  it  into  the  power  of  a  single  mem- 
ber so.  lo  object  to  a  bill,  as  to  prevent  all  action 
upon  it  for  tbe  day;  and  pasted  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  order  was  rescinded. 

The  question  that  the  eggrossed  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Sarah  B.  Stith  and  her  children  du  pas3,  again 
came  up. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Maine  moved  Iheprevioas  qaes- 
tion;  bnt  withdrew  to  enable 

Mr.  PROFFIT  lo  move  aa  amendm.  ni. 

The  SPEAKER  raid  that  Ihe  bill  was  not  open 
to  amendment  on  its  passage. 

The  previous  question  was  then  moved  and  or- 
dered, and  the  main  qnesiiou  taken  on  tbe  passage 
of  Ihe  .bill  by  yeas  and  nays— Yeas  33,  nays  66; 
no  quorum  voted. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
MoNDAT,  Febroary  8,  1841.' 

The  VICE  PRESIOEiNT  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitiing  a 
statement  of  the  cantracis,  entered  into  by  that  De- 
partment during  the  year  1840;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  prinivd. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Michigan,  praying  the  construction  of  a  harbor 
at  New  Buffalo;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

VLt,  N.  also  presented  tbc  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Caw  eonaty,  Michigan,  io  /avor  of  the  pasi^age 
of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the 
able.  '      *  . 


Mr.  BUCHANAN  p^e^ented  a  memorial  nume- 
ron-ly  signed  by  mecbanicF,  traders  and  merohania 
of  Poi'ad<'lphia,  remonstrating  against  the  passage 
of  tbe  bankrupt  bill  now  before  the  Senate;  which 
was  laid  ( n  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr  PRESTON  presented  a  memorial  of  persons 
engilsed  on  the  public  buildings,  asking  compen- 
satioo  for  lost  time,  occasinnad  by  a  suspension  of 
opnatiotts  ihoreon;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Bnildings. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  the  memorial  of  ciiions 
of  Laporte,  Indiana,  in  favor  of  Ihe  passage  of  a 
general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  tbe  memorial  of  eitizens  of  Tippe-anoe 
county,  Indiana,  p'ayisg  tbe  establishment  of  a 
mail  rou'e;  which  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WALL  presented  a  memorial  of  fifty-^even 
women  of  Penns;  I  vania,  praying  an  alteration  of  tbe 
laws  of  Ihe  United  Stales  in  relation  to  slavery;  tbe 
motion  to  receive  which,  was, 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  FULTON,  laid  on  Ihe  table. 

Mr.  YOUNG  prespnted  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Illinois  and  Wiskonsan,  praying  ibe  establishment 
of  a  post  route;  which  was  referred  lo  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Rnads. 

Mr.  RUQQLE3  presented  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Hancock  county,  Maine,  temonstrating 
against  the  repeal  of  the  salt  duties  and  fishing 
bounties  and  allowances;  which  was  referred  to 
Ihe  Committee  en  Finance,  and  ordered  lo  be 
prin'ed. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  four  memorials, 
praying  tbe  eonstmstion  of  a  ligbtheuse  on  Bran- 
dy wine  Shoal;  which  were  referred  to  the  Coaunit- 
tee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WALL  presented  the  memori^  of  Daniel 
Raub  in  relation  to  his  safety  valve  for  steamboil- 
ers;  which  was  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  >be  city -of  New  Yotk  on 
the  subject  of  a  bankrupt  law. 
'  Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Onandaga  conoty,  N.  Y.  remonstrating 
against  tbe  execution  of  the  treaty  with  Ihe  Seneca 
Indian^;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber or  ciliz-ns  of  Michigan,  praying  tbe  enactment 
of  a  bankrupt  low;  wh  ch  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WALKER  presenied  the  memorial  of 
George  W.  Trippe;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  H&NDERSON  presenied  the  memorial  of 
a  number  of  cilzens  of  Missis.Mppi,  praying  the 
enaciment  of  a  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presen'ed  tbe  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Wiskonsan,  praying  the  enaciment 
of  a  law  defining  the  Western  boundary  of'  said 
Territory;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 

Tbe  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  transfer  to 
the  State  of  Maryland  of  the  slock  in  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  canal  standing  in  the  name  of  Ihe 
United  Slates,  upon  certain  conditions,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  SiMITH  of  Indiana,  the  bill 
to  alter  the  place  of  holding  one  of  the  terms  of 
the  District  Conrt  of  Ohio  was  taken  up  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

Mr.  CRlTrENDBN  submitted  an  amendment, 
proposing  to  attach  Arkansas  to  tbe  eighth  circuit, 
and  Kentucky  to  the  ninth  district;  which,  after  a 
discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  CRITTENDEN, 
KING,  ALLEN,  SEVIER,  CLAY  of  Alabama, 
WALKER,  and  MOUTON,  participated,  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to 
b:  engrossed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  Ibe  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  tbe  heirs  u(  Daniel  Petlibone  was  considered 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

Tbe  following  bills  from  tbe  House  of  Representa- 
tives were  taken  up,  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred,  viz: 

The  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes, 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Washinglon  Cilv  Be- 
nevolent Society,  to  tbe  Committee  on  tbe  District 
of  Columbia. 


Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Winston 
and 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ettiier  Parrotl,  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabamasubmitted  the  foUoviaf 
resolution,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  Ihe  Committee  oa  Public  Lafids 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  .a'- 
taebing  tbe  Cherokee  territory  lying  in  Alabama  lo 
Ihe  Coosa  land  district,  and  the  removal  of  the  land 
office  to  some  point  within  the  territory  so  attaebed. 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  the  following  resolution  for 
consideration: 

Jletoleed,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  iobtmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
procuring  a  sufficient  number  of  the  most  ap- 
proved repeating  fire-arms  to  supply  the  troops  ope- 
rating against  tbc  Indians  in  Florida. 

BANKS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  MERRICK  moved  that  the  Senate  post- 
pone the  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing up  Ibe  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  Ibe 
aet  to  incorporate  the  banks  of  the  Ditirict  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  Faid  there  was  but  a  few  minutes 
of  tbe  morning  hour  unexpired,  when  tbe  special 
order  would  be  taken  np  as  a  matter  of  course. 
He  would  therefore  leave  it  to  tbe  Senator  whether 
it  was  worth  while  to  take  op  tbe  bill  for  tbe  few 
minutes  that  was  left  for  its  consideration. 

Mr  MERRICK  persisting  in  his  motion, 

Mr.  TAPPAN  Mid  there  was  another  reason  - 
why  the  bill  should  not  be  taken  up  at  Ibis  time. 
A  resolution  bad  been  adopted  some  lime  since  by 
the  Senate,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Trea- 
surp  for  information  in  relation  to  tbe  losses  sus- 
tained by  tbe  Government  by  tbe  failure  of  banks 
and  the  depreciation  of  their  notes;  and  he  thought 
that  information  was  necerary  to  enable  them  to 
act  understandingly  on  a  bill  to  charier  these  insti- 
tmions. 

Mr.  ALLEN  also  opposed  taking  np  tbe  bill  un- 
til tbe  information  called  for  by  a  leaolntion  of  the 
Senate  was  before  them. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that  in  a  few  minute*  tbe 
hour  would  arrive  when  the  bankrupt  bill  would 
come  up  for  discussion,  and  he  apprehended  gen- 
tlemen did  not  ask  that  this  bill  should  be  taken  np 
to  tbe  exclusion  of  the  bankrupt  bill.  On  Thurs- 
day last  the  Senate  determined  lo  take  up  tbe  bank- 
rupt bill  and  to  go  on  with  it;  it  was  ao  taken  np, 
and  some  progress  was  made  in  it.  Some  action 
was  had  upon  it,  and  the  Senate  arrived  at  the 
question  whether  twnking  institntions  should  be  in- 
cluded within  its  provisions.  Now,  did  gentlemen 
wish  to  get  rid  of  that  ^y  a  side  blowl  Shall  ibe 
banking  iabtitations  obey  the  law  of  the  land,  and 
pay  their  debts?  was  the  simp'e  qnestlon  that  was 
lo  come  up  before  them.  And,  what  bad  taken 
place  within  the  la<it  few  days,  since  tbe  last  ad- 
journment of  tbe  Senait?  He  supposed  they  had 
all  heard  the  news;  and  he  supposed  all  who  did 
him  the  honor  to  listen  to  what  he  satd  on  Thais- 
day,  recollected  that  he  bad  anticipated  Ibis 
event,  but  be  had  not  anticipated  that  it 
would  take  place  qui'e  so  soon.  He  bad  ex- 
pected that  it  would  take  place  in  the  coarse 
of  the  summer  if  a  "called  session"  did  not  keep 
a  certain  thing  alive;  bnt  the  third  suspension 
is  here,  and  in  time  to  have  the  case  laid  before 
the  General  Assembly,  now  In  session,  and  in  lime, 
too,  to  furnish  an  excuse  for  a  called  session,  for  all 
the  ordinary  excuses  had  well  nigh  disappeared.  It 
may  now  be  said  that  a  called  session  is  necessary, 
to  lake  into  twnsideration  the  condition  of  the 
bafiks  and  the  currency — lo  devise  means  to  create 
a  new  Bank,  tbe  dead  corpse  of  the  old  one  lying 
before  them,  thongb  he  (Mr.  Benton)  should  think 
tht  fact  would  produce  a  different  result  He 
shon!d  have  supposea  it  wouid  the  rather  have  led 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  necessary  to  apply  a 
banktnpt  law  to  them,  and  not  that  a  bankrupt  law 
should  be  enacted  to  extend  to  trading  ineorpbnt- 
lions,  and  not  to  banks.  They  ought  to  go  on,  and 
show  to  the  people  of  the  United  Statm  wbo  was 
in  favor  of  having  the  laws  obeyed — who  was  in  fit- 
vor  of  having  banking  ineorpora>i'  ns  made  subor- 
dinate lo  law  and  govenunent.  Tbey  shonM  go 
on,  too,  wd  show  the  people,  by  their  netion,  tbai 


^ 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


US 


diere  was  no  oroasioa  for  despair,  bat  that  there 
was  still  power  in  the  law  to  regnlate  the  banks, 
yea,  oreii  a  fifty  miliioB  monster.  He  wished  thi:< 
debAie  to  go  on;  and  thtrefore  be  was  agaiast 
lakmg  vp  aaeiber  ^<lbieel;  he  was  for  going  on 
tnm  the  point  at  which  they  stopped,  and  he  hoped 
Ibe  Saaiors  who  sbonld  go  into  the  drbate,  woold 
fteuM  it  in  Itus  point  of  view,  that  whenever  the 
eoontry  got  tifed  of  the  ecistiog  slate  of  things— >« 
wben  O^  wanted  law  to  gorem — they  bad  their 
rrmedy  in  a  bankrupt  law— in  a  bankrupt  law 
whidi  had  tlw  support  of  a  Dallas  twenty.fire 
yean  ayo,  of  a  Crawford  and  a  Macon,  and  even 
of  oar  Presidoit.  Tbey  woold  see  thai  there  was 
neieason  to  despair  if  they  made  these  banking 
iooorporatioas  sitbmit  to  law  and  goTernment, 
br  tba  ezereae  of  their  constitational  aathority. 
With  these  views  he  objected  to  the  taking  up  of 
tiw  Ml  to  r«-cbarier  the  Dittrict  Banks. 

Mr.  CIUTTBNDBN  hoped  the  bill  would  not  be 
taken  np. 

The  qaestioa  was  then  taken,  when  Ibe  motion 
was  ntj^vcd — ayes  18,  noes  37,  as  followt : 

TEAS-^tfcssis.    Bayard,  Clay   of  Kentacky, 

Ctayion,  Dixon,  Qrabam,  Knight,  Mangam,  Mer- 

■  lick,  Pbetpp,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rivfs,  Rnggles, 

Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sonihard,  Webster,  and 

While — 18 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Bochanan,  Cat- 
hooa.  Clay  of  Alabama,  Crittendea,  Fotton,  Hen- 
derson, Hubbard,  King,  Lmn,  Lampkin,  Nicholas, 
Nonrell,  Pierce,  Porter,  Roane,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
Coiuieeticnt,  Sturgeon,  Tappsn,  Walker,  Wall, 
Williams,  Wficht,  and  Young- 37. 

THE  BANKRUPT  BILL. 
Mr.  CRITTENDEN  then  moved  that  the  Tpeci.il 
order  be  taken  np,  being  the  bill  to  establish  a  uni- 
form system  of  bankraprey  thronghoot  the  United 
Sratea. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  believed,  in  offeriog  bis  resoln- 
tion  at  the  last  disetission  of  this  bill,  that  he  was 
Bisanderstood,  and  be  now  explained  ihat  all  be 
wished  by  aslting  for  a  division  of  ihe  qnesiion  on 
his  resolution,  was  ihat  be,  and  others  also,  might 
have  the  opportunity  to  vote  on  each  separaie  pro- 
position. 'Ibis,  he  apprehtnded,  wonld  expedite 
instead  of  delaying  the  action  of  the  Senate,  as  anti- 
cipated br  the  Senator  fiom  Mississippi. 

Mr.  CRrTTENDEN  hoped  no  objection  would 
b*  offered  to  ihat  course,  for  be  tbonght  they  could 
be  more  rapidly  disposed  of  separately  than  eollee- 
tiTely. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  asked  for  the  ayes  and  noei  on  ^ 
the  resoluiion;  and  as  he  did  not  wish  to  embarrass 
Sesaion  with  the  6.h  re8olaiion,he  wonld  withdraw 
it. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  hoped  the  question 
wonkt  first  be  taken  on  the  recommitment,  as  the 
disposal  of  that  question  might  also  dispose  of  the 
instructions.  He  then  intima'ed  that  he  sfaonld 
TOte  against  the  recommitment,  bat  he  was  ready, 
in  the  mean  time,  to  bear  any  proposiiion  that  gen- 
tlemen might  have  to  make. 

Mr.  'WRIGHT  begged  it  might  be  understood, 
that  if  the  Senate  refused  to  recommit,  all  the  in- 
structions, as  instructions,  woold  fall  with  it,  and 
no  Toto  could  be  taken  upon  them.  He  wi&hed  the 
Senate  to  bear  this  in  mind. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion  to 
iceommit  was  negatived— ayes  16,  noes  30,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Mestr«.  Allen,  Beaton,  Bochanan,  Cal- 
houn, Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lnmpkin,  Pierce, 
Boane,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Connt client.  Sturgeon, 
Tappao,  Wall,  and  Wright— 16> 

NAYS— Messrs.  CUy  of  Alabama,  Clay  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Pulton, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Knight,  Mangam,  Mi^rrick, 
Moaton,  Nicholas,  Nicholson,  Norvell,  Poelpe, 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Rnggles,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Sonthard,  Tallmadge,  Walker, 
Webster,  White,  WilHams  and  Young— 30. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  then  moved  sn  amendment  to 
the  fiist  section  of  the  bill,  the  purport  of  whick  was 
to  indnde  banking  and  trading  incoiporaiions  with- 
in its  provisions,  and  he  called  fur  the  ayes  and 
noes  thereon. 

Mr.  BOCHANAN  inquiivd  wheicer  the  Senator 
fien  ^cw  Hampshire  did  not  intend  to  fix  tome 


particular  time  fur  the  commencement  of  tlie  ope- 
ration of  that  provision. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  had  intended  to  fix  a  time 
when  the  bill  sbonld  take  eflfect,  if  his  amendment 
were  adop'eJ,  oiherwise  saeh  a  motion  woold  be 
unnecessary. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  had  given  an  intimation 
a  few  days  8|;o  that  he  sbonld  vote  against  includ- 
ing banking  incorporations  in  the  bill;  he  had  made 
amotion  to  strike  oat  a  clause  to  that  effect,  at  ibe 
last  session,  and  on  referring  to  the  Constitotions 
of  the  old  States,  he  was  confirmed  in  the  determi- 
nation to  which  he  had  come.  He  then  read  ex- 
tracts flrom  Ihe  Constitution  of  Alabama  to 
show  that  banks  were  established  by  the  sove- 
.reign  aathority  of  the  Stale — in  some  of  which, 
in  fact,  the  State  held  capital— and  therefore 
be  contended  that  be,  as  a  Senator  from 
Alabama,  coald  not  consent  to  vote  to  eiteni 
such  a  provision  of  this  bill  to  such  Slate  incor- 
porations, as  the  State  woold  necessarily  be  affected 
by  such  an  enactment.  He  was  oppraed  in  every 
point  of  view  to  the  intermeddling  in  Stale  in&tlto- 
li  <ns  in  the  manner  proposed,  or  to  their  assuming 
powers  which  did  not  belong  lO  ihem. 

TheSenator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Benton]  had 
given  tbsm,  the  o'her  day,  as  part  of  his  argament, 
a  long  extract  ftrom  a  letter  wrtilen  by  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Union,  to  some  committee, 
doring  the  last  summer.  In  return,  he  (Mr.CLiv)  pro- 
posed to  read,as  ra'her  more  orthodox,  the  remarks  of 
Senator  Van  Boren,  which  he  tbonght  would  be 
fonnd  to  contain  the  better  argument.  The  extract 
to  which  be  referriid  was  as  follows: 

"Mr.  Van  Baren  did  not  think  ibat  any  great 
difficulty  existed  in  this  question.  To  him  Ihe  mat- 
ter was  c'ear;  but  his  impressions  had  been  opposed 
by  several  Senators,  and  he  wouM  protract  the  de- 
bate but  a  moment,  to  give,  very  briefly,  his  views 
of  the  matter.  It  certainly  appeared  to  him,  that 
one  moment's  re/lection  would  decide  grnllemen 
against  the  amendment  proposed  by  his  friend  from 
Sonlh  Carolina.  It  had  b'en  Faid  formerly,  and  on 
various  ocrasions,  that  the  States  had  no  ri»hl  to 
grant  bank  charters,  and  that  the  banking  privilege 
belonted  exclusively  to  the  Federal  Qovemment. 
No  diiect  attempt,  however,  bad  hitherto  been  made 
to  deprive  Ihe  Stales  of  that  pnwer  which  they  had 
long  exercised  unmolested.  But  now  the  attempt 
was  to  be  made  (if  not  in  an  open  and  nneqaivo- 
cal  manner,  at  least  in  an  indirect  way,)  to  strip 
the  Stales  of  the  power  of  chartering  banks.  At 
any  rate,  if  it  were  contended  that  thi>  provision 
did  not  go  so  far,  it  could  not  be  denied  that  it  in- 
terfered in  the  regulation  which  State  Governments 
might  have  adopted  for  the  govern mtnt  of  those  in- 
stitutions, Tthich  was  an  odions  exercise  of  power 
not  firanted  by  the  Constitution.  This  amendment 
)ias  this  extent :  It  directs  the  States  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  shall  exercise  their  sovereignty  in 
this  particniar,  and  points  out  what  penalty  shall 
be  infl  ded  in  case  the  charters  granted  by  the 
Stales  are  violated.  In  fact,  it  points  out  what  the 
pririleges  granted  to  the  incorporations  shall  be,  by 
dictating  the  foifei^ure,  ami  directing  what  the 
companies  may,  and  what  tliey  may  not  do.  All 
this  has  hitherto  been  done  by  the  States.  Tbey 
have  assumed  the  direction  of  these  matters  as  a 
right,  which  tbey  doubtless  have.  And,  in  includ- 
ing this  snbjeet  of  corporations  in  the  bill  now  be- 
fore the  Senate,  it  will  be  taken  entirely  from  the 
States,  and  subjected  to  the  power  of  the  bankrupt 
syMem.  This  was  never  done,  an^  never  attempt- 
ed in  any  cnnniry  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  la 
England,  such  a  proviirion  was  never  dreamed  of — 
nor  did  he  believe  that,  when  the  Constitution  was 
framed,  sneh  an  attribale'  was  imagined  by  those 
who  anthorized  the  c^tablishement  of  a  bankrupt 
system.  He  did  not  accede  to  the  opinion,  that  the 
system  had  power  over  all  chartered  in<:titotions. 
By  the  very  natnre  of  their  association,  tbey  were, 
in  some  respects,  exempted  from  its  operation,  and 
no  such  power  was  ever  contemplated,  or  was,  at 
this  moment,  ander  the  most  extended  construction, 
enjored  by  the  General  Qovemment."  ' 

Thus  it  would  be  seen  Senator  Tan  Buren  took 
views  which  were  now  entertained  by  some  Sena- 
tors than  on  that  floor  on  the  same  sabject,  against 
the  proposition,  en  eonsiitntional  grounds.    It  was 


clear  to  him  (Mr.  ClIt)  that  tf  Congress  eauld  as- 
sume such  power  over  the  banking  instiiutioiu  of 
the  States,  itconid  do  that  which  would  amount  to 
a  forfaiture  of  their  rights;  if  it  could  do  that,  it 
could  tax  their  emissions,  and  thereby  assume  a 
piwer  which  the  party  with  which  he  acted  had 
ever  disclaimed.  In  Alabama  there  was  a  com- 
pact between  these  institutions  and  the  State,  and 
Alabama  had  particularly  reserved  to  herself  alt 
power  to  control  this  matter.  A  suspension  of 
specie  payments,  by  such  a  elanse,  wonld  subject 
the  banks  to  the  operation  of  the  bankrupt  liw, 
and  this  was  a  matter  which  the  States  alone 
should  control,  and  for  which  the  Stale  Legisla- 
lores  ^honld  inflict  the  penalty  which,  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  might  be  just  and  equi- 
table. The  State  banks  had  been  sanctioned  by 
the  Executive  of  this  Government,  where  they 
were  made  the  depositoties  of  its  treasures,  and 
Congresscoald,  on  no  principle,  say  they  should 
be  pot  down,  wiiboat  th<!  delegaiiim  of  express 

Sower.  For  such  a  proposition  as  that  now  made, 
«  was  not  prepared,  nor  did  he  believe  the  people, 
whom  he  in  part  represented,  were  prepared  fur  it, 
and  therefore  he  should  rote  against  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  agreed  so  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment, as  to  make  it  take  effect  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1843.  He  then  said  it  had  b«ai  contended, 
and  properly  contended,  that  Congren  possessed 
the  power  to  pass  a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy,  and  that  it  mieht  be  passed  for 
the  relief  of  the  debtor,  as  well  as  for  the  benefit  of 
Ihe  creditor;  now  it  struck  him  that  no  natural  per- 
sons shoald  be  inclnded,more  than  the  artificial.  It 
was  not  every  State  that  b'came  stockholders  in 
the  bank<,  but  did  it  make  any  difference  whether 
it  was  the  State  or  a  member  of  the  Stale  that  held 
the  stock?  So  far  as  his  knowledge  extended, 
where  the  State  was  the  stockholder,  things  were 
managed  as  bad  as  they  conid  be,  and  with  less 
care  and  security  to  the  public  than  where 
the  instilntiins  were  eompo^-el  of  indivi- 
duals  exclusively.  But  where  was  the  dif- 
ference Take  Alabama;  her  Constitution  gave 
h»r  the  power  to  csiabli.sb  banks;  but  did  it  ray  that 
vhe  should  bold  the  stock  in  all  fotiue  timtl  Did 
it  provide  that  it  should  never  bi  forrendered  and 
become  the  properly  of  individuals  in  any  fnture 
limel 
'    Mr.  BBNTON.    If  any  boJy  will  buy  it. 

Mr.  HUBBARD.  Yes,  if  any  body  would  buy 
it.  He  took  it  that  it  should  be  banded  over  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  State,and  when  to  transferred  ibaiit 
should  become  the  property  of  inflividnals.  .He 
asked  whether  the  events  of  the  last  few  ytars  had 
not  ^own  it  to  b«  high  time  Ibr.l  the  banks  shonid 
be  broaght  within  some  such  provision?  There 
was  not  a  solvent  and  sound  iDstitation  in  the  Slate 
in  which  he  lived  but  would  desire  such  a  pro- 
vision, for  it  would  go  rffectnally  to  secure 
the  credit  and  to  give  tfficiency  and  value  to 
insiiraiions  of  this  kind.  These  incorporations  had 
peculiar  privilefres  conferred  upon  ibem — they 
conld  make  their  bills  current  as  money,  and  then 
they  could  suspend  wben  they  pleased;  and  it 
struck  him  that  the  holders  of  their  notes  thonid 
have  a  remedy,  by  making  tbe^  ioQorporaiioas 
subjecl  to  the  opemti  on  of  a  bill  of  this  sort.  Now 
what  iecurlty  bid  the  holders  of  their  notes?  if 
such  a  provision  as  this  bad  been  heretofore  in  ope- 
ration, would  the  bill  holders  have  sustained  the 
losses  to  which  they  had  been  compelled  to  snbmit 
by  the  failure  of  the  banks  In  redeem  Ibeir  papti? 
He  wa^  willing  and  desirous  tbat  this  bill  shoald 
be  made  as  comprehensive  as  possible;  be  wished 
to  relieve  the  unfortunate  debtor,  and  also  to  se- 
cure the  rights  of  the  honest  creditor,  and  there 
were  no  more  unfortcnate  debtors  in  the  land  than 
than  those  who  were  obliged  ta  lake  ihe  paper  of 
the  banks;  and  with  these  views,  he  had  made  his 
'proposition. 

Mr.  SEVIER  was  astonished  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr. 
HoBBiRD]  was  not  broader  than  it  was,  and  that  it 
was  not  thereby  provided  that  the  indebted  States 
shonid  be  put  np  at  auction.  Why  did  not  the  Se- 
nator carry  out  his  principle,  and  sell  the  States 
when  they  failed  to  pay  thsir  dividends?    H«  (Mr. 
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SwritR)  wks  opposed  to  all  such  p{<^ecte;  and  as 
long  as  he  was  ibere,  offend  whosevtr  it  may— Mr. 
Vam  Bncen  or  any  one  eUe — he  «roald  vote  aRainst 
tham.  His  fr ieod  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Clat]  had 
nad  a  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  that  State 
in  jastifieaiion  of  liis  vote;  the  Constimtioa  of  the 
Slate  of  Arkansas  contained  a  similar  proTision; 
and  if  the  baniu  sospended,  it  was  for  the  State  to 
interfere  with  the  agents  acting  under  her  authority. 
What  right  bad  they,  silting  in  that  Senate  chamber, 
as  the  servants  of  the  Slates,  to  criticise  the  honse- 
hold  of  their  masters  at  homel  He  was  opposed 
to  all  such  projects,  and  so  long  .as  he  remained 
theie  nninstrocted,  be  xhonld  continue  to  vote 
against  them.  Besides,  the  coqniry  was  nowsome- 
wbat  embarraned,  and  if  ever  there  was  a  time 
for  the  exercise  of  forbearance  and  charity,  ibis 
was  the  time  for  the  exercise  of  those  virtoes. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  was  g<ad  to  hear  the  lan- 
guage which  had  jast  fallen  from  the  Senator  from 
Arliansas.  This  was  a  qacsiion  of  power  and  of 
oonstitntional  right;  if  it  were  a  question  of  expe- 
diency, be  might  vote  for  incloding  banks  within 
the  provision  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire; 
bat  he  coold  see,  no  moie  than  coald  the  Se- 
nator from  Arkansas,  the  atithority  they  pos- 
sessed to  ioclode  the  banks,  which  were  bat  an 
emanation  from  or  a  scintillation  ( f  the  S'atep,  sent 
forth  te  be  recalled  at  pleasure.  If  they  coald  in- 
terfere with  any  portion  of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Slates,  they  ooold  interfere  wiifa  all  their  sovereignty. 
Why,  he  might  ask,  with  th«  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sis,  were  not  the  States  themiselves  inelnded  in  thi« 
bil  f  for  they  got  into  debt.  If  they  conld  inclade 
the  incorporations  of  lbs  States,  why  cenld  they 
not  include  the  States  themselv^  Why,  in  his 
opinion,  there  coald  not  be  a  greater  arrogation  of 
power  than  woald  be  atsamed  by  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  if  this  amendaient  sboald  be 
adopted.  It  would  be  to  give  ibis  Government  su- 
preme dominion  over  the  States,  and  to  take  it  from 
the  people  in  their  iovereigo  capacity.  He  objrct- 
ed,  then,  to  this  propo»ition,  as  a  simple  question  of 
power. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  spoke  at  ;ome  Irngtb,  a  report  of 
which  will  be  riven  hereafter. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Conneclicut  followed,  and 
contended  for  the  right  of  Congress  to  extend 
a  bankrupt  law  to  banking  instituiionc.  He  a 
rgaed  that,  if  the  exercise  of  the  sovereign  pow- 
er of  a  Slate  in  the  incorporation  of  Uiese  ia- 
stitations  excluded  them  from  the  operations 
of  this  law,  the  exercise  of  similar  sovereign 
power  wonid  exclude  trading  orporaiions  also. 
The  whole  beneflc'al  operation  of  the  law  .on 
trade  and  commerce  will  be  thwarted  by  the  action 
of  the  State  Legislaiuie.<.  So  far  as  the  Stales  may 
choose  to  give  charters  of  incorporation  to  thtir 
cititens,  teey  are  entirely  exempt  from  its  operation. 
A  state,  if  a  thinks  proper,  may  incorporate  all  its 
citizens.  There  Is  a  general  law  of  incorporation 
in  the  Stale  of  Connecticut,  by  whxh  every  ciiizrn 
of  the  Slate  may  be  incorporated,  and  of  coarse,  if 
the  doctrine  contended  for  bysoa;e  gentlemen  be 
correct,  will  be  exempt  from  th^  operations  of  this 
law.  He  held  that  a  Sui'e  had  no  right  to  divest 
iiselfof  its  Eovereigniy  in  'hi«  manner,  if  the  effect  of 
doing  so  would  be  to  create  privikged  classes  in  the 
commnnity. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  rose  not  to  protract  the  debate, 
■or  to  ent'r  at  larte  in'o  the  araiment  np- 
on  fhe  point  immedia'ely  in  discassion,  but 
to  reply  to  a  remaik  of  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  who  had  adduced  the  only  argument  in  fa- 
vor of  ioctoding  incorporations  which  had  the  sem- 
blance of  plausibility.  The  Sena'or  say«  that  if 
we  have  the  power  to  pass  a  law,  opcraire  apon 
natural  persons,  in  iheir  individnal  cipacity  as 
citizens  of  a  State,  he  can  see  do  reason  to 
prevent  our  including  those  persons  associ- 
ated in  companies  with  corporate  powers 
granted  by  State  Legislatuies.  He  can  see  no 
reason  to  exempt  an  artificial  body  from  the  ope- 
ration  of  a  law  to  which  the  natural  body  is  sub- 
ject. Now  the  very  fact  of  this  body  being  of 
State  creation,  is  the  reason  why  it  thonld  be  ex- 
empt from  the  operation  of  onr  lawr.  This  Go- 
vernment cannot  control  or  iotrrtere  with  the 
State*  in  their  appropriate  ^heres  of  action;  nor 


can  the  States  interrupt  or  iaterfere  with  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Federal  Government  in  its  legiiimaie 
sphere.  If  a  Sia'e  Legislature  incorporates  bank*, 
we  cannot  touch  them.  And  in  relation  to  the 
United  States  Bank,  the  court  below  has  decided 
that  it  cotild  not  be  interfered  with  by  Siate  autho- 
rity. He  would  not  go  into  this  argumeni,  bat  an- 
der  every  view  in  which  he  had  contemplated  it,  he 
considered  it  the  boldest  assumption  of  power  ever 
proposed  to  be  conferred  upon  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment. If  we  can  overrule  State  legislation  in 
regard  to  ineorporation?^  what  act  of  a  Sta'e  can 
be  considered  sacre<i  from  our  interference?  The 
very  basis  of  the  argument  is  that  the  States  are 
not  capable  of  doing  their  doty,  and  we,  patriotic 
we,  step  in  and  do  it  for  them.  The  Senator  from 
Arkansas  had  not,  in  his  opinion,  poshed  the  arga- 
too  far,  when  be  said  if  you  placed  the  incorporated 
companies  of  a  State  under  a  ctmmission  ot'  bank- 
ruptcy, you  might  next  attempt  to  place  the  State 
herseir  in  the  same  position.  Th'S  whole  argument 
was  in  face  of  the  (set  that  England  bad  never 
attempted  to  extend  her  bankrupt  laws  over  incor- 
porations. 

He  then  en'ered  into  the  question  of  the  expedi- 
ency of  this  measure.  To  inclade  these  incorpora- 
tions in  a  bankrupt  bill,  would  be  to  place  foar- 
fiftbs  of  the  business  nien  of  the  country  in  a  com- 
mission of  bankruptcy.  The  banks  have  now 
owing  to  them  Irom  the  community,  at  least  hve 
hundred  millions  ol  dollars;  and  to  subject  them  to 
a  bankrupt  law  would  subject  every  man  who  owed 
them  to  the  same  process,  and  your  commissioners 
ef  insolvency  would  have  half  the  property  of  the 
Union  in  their  baikds.  Public  feeling  would  rebel 
against  this  state  ef  things,  and  your  law  would  ba 
impotenL 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  submitted  a  few  re- 
marks in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  New  York.  Every 
State  had  a  right  to  deal  with  her  institutions  a'<  she 
thought  proper.  The  Senatoi  said  that  New  York 
had  placed  ber  banks  under  the  operation  of  a  bank, 
rupt  law.  Tnis  she  bad  a  perfect  right  to  do;  btt 
did  not  every  Senator  peiceive  the  difference  be- 
tween the  Siate  doiiig  this  herself  and  the  Federal 
Government  assuming  the  power  lo  do  it]  But 
suppose  we  incorporate  lbi<  amendment  into  the 
bill,  and  it  is  attempted  to  be  enforced  upon  the 
banks  o(  New  York,  will  there  not  be  a  coElliel  of 
jurisdiction  between  the  State  and  United  Slates 
Commissioners  of  Insolvency,  and,  if  so,  which 
will  prevail)  If  the  coarse  pursued  by  New  York 
in  ibts  matter  be  beneficial,  let  it  be  imitated  by 
other  States;  but  it  is  no  argument  for  this  Govern- 
ment to  assume  the  power  of  placing  the  property 
of  a  Slate  la  the  hands  of  a  commissioner  of 
the  Federal  Government.  He  then,  at  some 
length  described  tbe  connection  between  the  State 
and  the  banks  of  Alabama.  He  hoped  gentlt  men 
would  look  to  the  consequences  of  ibi^  doctrine;  and 
if  it  was  attempted  to  be  cairied  out,  be  thought  it 
very  probable  they  would  soon  hear  from  the  States 
who  were  ialeresied. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  had  but  a  few  remarks  to  make 
in  reply.  As  to  the  ccnnection  of  the  Slate  of 
Alabama  with  her  banks,  he  would  ask  if  the  Slate 
acknowledged  her<>elf  bound  to  pay  the  noie.«,  and 
other  liabilities  of  the  banks?  ll  she  did  not,  be 
could  not  see  the  force  of  the  Senator's  argument. 
Then,  as  to  the  argament  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Caiolina.  He  sjjs  that  within  their  respective 
spheres  the  juiisdiciion  of  the  Federal  and  State 
Oovernmenis  must  not  conflict  with  each  other,  and 
instances  the  decision  of  tbe  Sspreme  Court  in  the 
case  of  McCuUoch,  to  show  that  ihe  Slates  have  no 
power  over  a  company  cbanered  by  tbe  Fedeial 
Government.  Now  this  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  was  no  law  to  him.  It  presupposed  the 
Federal  Government  had  power  lo  charter  a  bank- 
ing incorporation.wbicb  he  denied.  But  suppose  the 
decision  correct,  whit  did  it  amount  to.  Only  that 
a  law  of  Congress,  constitutionally  parsed,  is  su- 
perior to  the  law  of  a  State;  and  ihe  Senator 
says,  (r;ge,  this  Government  cannot  tax  corporate 
property  created  by  the  State.  Is  the  Senator 
willing  to  say  that  all  property  which  might 
be  coverid  by  acis  of  incorporation  shall  be 
exempt  from  taxation?  New  York  has  paased  a 
law  by  which  all  religioassocieljes  may  inoorporaie 


ihemaelves,  witbont  farther  appeal  to  State  legisU- 
lion.  She  has  power  to  pass,  giring  to  mechanica, 
lo  farmers,  and  to  every  class  who  nlay  ap^y  for 
it,  the  same  privileges,  and  thas  to  cover  all  the 
properly  of  toe  Stale  by  acts  of  ineorporaiioi,  and 
thus  take  it  out  of  the  reach  of  the  taxing  power 
of  this  Government. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  be  had  notadv*Med  «tar- 
gument,  bat  merely  laid  down  m  principle,  that  each 
Government  was  supreme  in  its  proper  sphere. 
As  to  the  right  of  this  Govemment  to  ebarte'r  a 
National  Buk,  the  Senator  knew  hig  optaioBet 
they  were  Ihe  same  as  hia  own.  Tbe  rcn( 
question  in  this  ease,  was,  when  tbe  two  par- 
ties have  rights,  and  iheir  exeroin  heCoiacs  in- 
compatible, which  must  give  way;  and  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  in  ite  case  suppoaed  by  the  Se- 
nator from  New  York,  the  taxing  power  of  the  Ge- 
neral Government  would  be  paramonnt  The 
mere  fact  that  in  England,  whence  we  have  dty 
rived  this  law,  its  form  and  iu  langoage,  it  is  never 
applied  to  incorporations,  shonld  be  conclusive 
with  as.  He  repeated,  what  he  bad  before  aaid, 
that  he  considered  it  the  boldest  assnmptioa  Of  on 
Ihe  righu  of  tbe  Stales  ever  attempted  by  die  FMe- 
ral  Govemment. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  rose,  bat  yielded  lo  a  no- 
tion for  adjournment. 

And  Ihe  Senate  adjeomed. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
MoHDAT,  February  8, 1841. 

Mr.  JONES  said,  as  there  wa*  but  a  short  tiae 
of  the  session  now  rtmaining,  he  was  induced  to 
submit  a  moiion  that  the  HooEe  go  into  a  Commiu 
lee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Slate  of  the  Union,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 

PENSION  BILL. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  remarked  that  he 
had  received  a  communication  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  in  relation  to  a  paeifieation  about  being 
made,  or  already  made,  with  the  Seminole  Indians. 
The  communication  was  sach  as,  in  his  opinico, 
required  tbe  immediate  action  ef  the  Hoasr;and 
he  would  aik  that  it  be  read. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  that  this  was  the  day  set  apart 
for  the  pretentation  of  petitions.  As  three  or  four 
weeks  had  elapsed  since  gentlemen  bad  an  oppoi^ 
innity  of  presenting  petiiiovs.to  the  Honse,  and  as 
this  would  be  the  last  day  on  which  they  wonid 
have  an  opportunity  of  doing  so,  he  hoped  that  at 
least  one  day  would  be  devoted  to  the  petitions 
of  the  people  of  the  United  Stales.  Mr.  A.  aaid 
that  be  bad,  in  his  drawer,  a  hundred  petitions, 
and  thatnine  tenths  of  those  that  came  north  of 
Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  woald  be  excluded  under 
the  21st  rule  of  the  House. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  JoNKS  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
but  before  any  action  was  taken  thereon, 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  oc'inmunieation  from  the  Secretary  of  War; 
which  was  read  as  follows: 

War  Dbpartmsmt,  Feb.  6, 1841. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  faerewiih,  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  a  copy  of  a  communication  lo  the  Adju- 
tant General  from  Gen.  Armistead,  commanding 
Ihe  army  in  Florida,  asking  a  remittanee  of 
$100,000  lo  enable  him  to  comply  with  his  pro- 
mise<i  to  tbe  hostile  Indians  in  Florida,  in  Ihe  event 
of  their  surrendering  tbemvelves  for  emigration. 
In  the  present  temper  of  Ihe  Indians,  and  ftom  the 
fact  that  a  namber  have  already  come  in  at  the 
various  pwts  and  surrendered  iheir  arms,  there  is 
reason  to  hope  that  Gen.  Araiatead's  premises 
will  indaoe  Ibem  to  come  in  and  give  themselves 
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np  for  removal  lo  the  West.  Th«  eouise  adopted 
b;  the  General  bts,  therefore,  met  the  approbation 
of  the  Department,  both  as  a  meagare  of  eeonoin; 
and  humanity,  as  the  Indacement  held  out  by  him 
is  calculated  to  end  this  protracted  contest  at  macb 
less  Mtpeneeof  blood  end  irea«are  than  to  continue 
the  war  another  month. 

The  Department  has,  however,  no  money  under 
ilseontrol,  applicable  to  the  object,  and  respectlally 
recommeod  ibat  an  app'opriaiion  of  the  amooot 
•amed  by  Geo.  Armisiead  (#100,000)  be  asked  of 
Coogrcn  for  that  purpose. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  R.  POlNSETr. 
Hon.  Waodt  Thompson, 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 

House  of  Representatives. 

HMoatTABTiEBs,  Army  of  Florida, 
Tanpa,  January  16, 1841. 

Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  just 
arrived  from  Pease  Creek  and  Punta  Rnssa.  I 
visited  those  places  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  a 
party  of  the  Semiooles  and  inducing  them  to  come 
in. 

I  did  not  succeed  in  obtaining  an  interview  with 
those  chiefs;  but  several  of  their  people  came  to 
see  me,  accompanied  by  two  of  the  delegation  from 
Arkansas.  They  united  in  raying  that  they  would 
leinm  in  eight  days  with  a  part,  if  not  the  whole, 
of  tkeir  people,  and  embark  on  board  the  steam- 
boat which  I  shall  dispatch  to  meet  ihem. 

I  have  promised  the  two  chiefs  each  five  thou- 
Had  dollars,  and  agreed  to  pay  every  warrior  who 
com;*  in  thirty  dollars,  and  give  htm  a  rifle,  blan- 
ket and  clothing.  To  lulfil  this  and  other 
|>roB>ises  which  1  have  made  to  the  Indians, 
I  trust  there  will  be  no  delay  in  forward- 
ing  10  me  or  Captain  Page  the  nrcessary 
nun  of  money;  or  in  ordering  Captain  Arm- 
srong  to  rsport  to  me,  with  the  funds  committed 
to  him,  for  the  purposie  of  facilitating  the  emigra- 
tion. 

Thirty  or  forty  Indians  are  expected  here  in  a 
few  days  from  the  head  of  the  Wittilacocchie.  They 
desired  an  escort  to  protrct  them  from  the  Micka- 
ttlkifs,  which  was  accordirgly  furni&hed. 

A  considerable  number  tf  the  Tailabafsees  are 
sow  in  at  various  points.  1  (hall  concentrate  them 
here  as  soon  as  practicable.  I  rsspectfnlly  enclose 
herewith  a  report  from  .  Lieut  Col.  Lsomis,  com- 
mandiDg  at  Fort  Clinch,  where  Echo  emaihia, 
chief  of  the  Tallahassees,  has  doubtless  arrived 
(te  this.  I  am,  sir,  &c. 

W.  K.  ARMISTEAD, 
Brig.  Oen.  Commanding  in  Florida. 
Hon. }.  R,  PoiHSSTT, 

Secretary  of  War. 

P.  S.  #100,000  will  probably  be  required  for  the 
objects  mentioned  in  this  letter. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  said  he  would  now  ask, 
with  the  general  consent  of  the  Hoase,  that  he 
ttt^ht  be  allowed  to  present  a  bill  relating  to  that 
object,',  and  move  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
iiderog  it, 

Mr.  J0NB3  of  Vi^inia  suggested  that  when 
the  House  should  go  into  Comraitiee  of  the  Whole, 
ud  take  np  the  pension  bill,  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Tromfsor  could  be  offered  as  an  amendment 
ttit. 

Mr.  PROPFIT  was  about  making  an  appeal  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Jones,]  and  to 
the  Uonse,  as  this  was  the  last  day  on  which  any 
thing  could  be  done  on  "the  bill  to  confirm  to  the 
State  of  Indiana  the  land  selected  for  that  portion 
of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  which  lies  between 
the  month  of  Tjppecanoe  river  and  Terre  Haute, 
•ad  for  other  purposes:  when 

The  question  on  going' into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  wassgain  staled; and  thereupon 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  ibe  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  otdere<l. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  inquired  whether  the  qnes- 
non  was  oa  his  met  on  or  on  that  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Jomfs  ] 


Trie  SPEAKER  replied,  on  the  motion  of  the 
genlleI]1^n  from  Viiginia. 

Mr.  PICKENS  asbed  whether  the  House,  after 
going  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  could  not 
lake  up  any  subject  they  chnse.  • 

Trie  SPEAKER  replied  ia  the  affirmative. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken,  and  resulted — jeas 
92,  nays  92. 

There  being  a  tie,  the  SPEAKER  voted  in  the 
affirmative. 

So  the  roles  were  suspended. 

The  Hon-e  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Cucfobd  in  the  chair,)  and 
took  up  the  following  bill,  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  18.h  of  Decem- 
ber last,  viz: 

A    BILL    making  appropriations  for    the   pay- 
ment of  lerolttiionary  and  other  pensions  of  the 

United  States,  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred 

and  forty-one. 

BtKt  macted  iy  f(e  Smalt  oud  Howa  o/  Rtpretenta- 
Uees  <if  the  United  States  of  Jlmeriea  in  Congren 
omtnbled.  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  appropriated,  in  addition  to 
former  appropriation?,  to  be  pciid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  nor  otherwise  appropriated,  fur  the 
pensioners  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one: 

For  the  revolutionary  pensions  under  the  act  of 
the  eighteenth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighteen,  three  hundred  and  fourteen 
thousand  dcltars; 

For  the  payment  cf  invalid  pensions,  one 
hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars; 

For  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans  under  the 
act  of  the  fourth  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  four  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  thvu<and  two  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars; 

For  five  years'  pensions  to  widows  rrnr'er  the  act 
ol  the  seventh  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty  eight,  one  hundred  an<l  fizty -sight 
thoosaml  three  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars; 

For  half  pay  peosion-s  payable  through  the 
office*  of  the  Second  and  Third  Auditois,  five 
thousand  dollars; 

For  atrearages,  payable  tbrouth  the  Second 
Auditor's  i  ffice  six  hundred  dollars; 

For  arrearages,  payable  through  the  Tnird 
Auditors'  office  one  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  then  offered  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  adding  the  following: 

Sit:c.  2.  ^nd  bt  Ufuxthir  enacted,  That  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,' 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  benefit  of  such  6f 
the  Seminole  chief's  and  warriors  as  may  turren- 
der  for  emigration. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  desired  to  know  whether  that 
amendment  was  in  order. 

After  soma  discussion  of  a  conversational  cha- 
racter, the  CHAIR  decided  that  the  amendment 
was  in  order. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  observed  that  it 
would  be  unnecessary  for  him  to  say  any  thing  in 
relation  to  the  expediency  of  adopting  the  amend- 
ment, inasmuch  as  the  facts  furnished  by  the  Secre- 
tary would  make  that  apparent  to  all.  He  then 
proceeded  to  say  that  he  bad  said  long  ago  that  we 
would  never  be  able  to  f  nd  that  disastrons  war  in 
any  way  but  by  negotiation.  It  was  foolish  to  at- 
tempt to  fight  or  to  drive  off  the  Indians,  vndersuch 
circumstances,  when  we  could  hty  them  cff  at  a 
much  less  expense. 

After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  T.  alluded  to 
the  growing  power  and  ambition  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  extremely  delicate  ptsiiion  in  which  we 
were  placed  in  relation  to  that  power.  Looking  at 
all  this,  be  observed  the  .man  mast  be  silly  to  sup- 
pose that  she  would  suffer  McLeod,  one  of  hrr 
citizens,  to  be  executed  by  us  for  obeying  the  avow- 
ed order  of  his  Qovernment.  Mr.  T.  then  alluded 
to  the  faeilitie.s-of  Oieat  Britain  in  the  West  In- 
dies, etc.  for  annoying  us  in  esse  of  a  war,  and 
wondered  at  the  supintnees  of  Southern  gentlemen 
on  the  subject. 

It  might  be  said,  however,  that  we  should  lose 
our  dignity  by  thus  ending  the  war  by  negotiation. 
That  was  ont  of  the  qnestion,  for  our  dignity  was 
gone  already.    But  it  would  be  recollected  that  we 


had  not  been  conflicting  widi  Indians  only,  bat  with 
noturi.  We  bad  been  struggling  against  the  cli- 
mate, swamps,  marshes,  and  other  inaoce^sible 
place*'.  He  then  referred  to  the  unsuccessful 
struggle  of  England  in  the  Maroon  war  lor  eighty 
years,  under  similar  circumstances,  and  which 
was  at  last  ended  by  negotiation.  Mr.  T.  concluded 
by  expressing  his  belief  that  this  was  the  important 
crisis  for  an  advantageous  termination  of  the  war 
in  Florida., 

Mr.  PROFFIT  understood  that  the  sum  ttqaind 
by  the  amendment  was  to  perfect  an  agreement  that  ~ 
had  bern  made  for  terminatiDg  that  war.  If  so,he 
wonid  vote  for  it,  as  it  was  enough  for  him  to  know 
that  it  was  recommended  by  the  party  now  in  pow- 
er. Under  these  circams'ances,  he  would  vote  for 
it,  although  it  had  been  a  million. 

Mr,  P.  then  complained  of  the  peculiar  lone  re- 
cently a-.sumed  in  the  debates,  on  all  appropria- 
tions, with  relation  to  the  growins;  powers  of  Oreat 
Britain.  But  why  was  Great  Britain  selected  in 
preference  to  other  countries'?  Why  was  nothing 
said  about  France!  The  latter  country  might  send 
her  seventy-four  gun  ships  to  batter  down  forts  in 
South  America — the  might  extend  her  power  in 
Africa,  and  do  other  things,  without  a  word  being 
said.  But  it  appeared  that  Great  Britain  alone  bad 
been  selected  as  the  theme  fur  declamation.  Now 
if  gentlemen  were  for  war,  why  did  they  not  pro- 
pose it,  and  not  talk  about  it.  All  the  difference 
between  th:m  and  Great  Britain  was,  that  while 
tbey  talhd,  Great  Britain  ocltd.  That  was  all  the 
difference. 

Mr.  W.THOMPSON  said  if  the  gentlemen  alluded 
to  him,  he  was  the  last  man  on  that  floor  to  go  to 
war;  nor  would  he  do  it  unless  forced  into  it. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  said  he  believed  it.  But  at  it.is 
time,  when  there  waf  not  a  speck  of  war,  what 
use  was  there  for  gentlemen  to  make  such  speeches 
about  Great  Britain  and  hergrowing  power?  Great 
Britain  was  not  armiogl  She  was  merely  main- 
taining hrr  position  as  a  great  nation,  and  why  did 
not  we  follow  her  example?  He  also  objecrd  to 
ottr  aixticipating  the  action  of  the  courts  in  New 
York  in  relation  to  the  case  of  McLeod. 

Mr.  P.  hoped  this  question  of  war  would  not  be 
canvAS.«ed  in  this  way,  for  if  suffered  it  would  lead 
to  in  ermintb'c  debate.  Let  us.  said  Mr.  P.  confine 
the  delate  to  the  snbj'?ct  6f  the  Florida  war,  and  not 
by  these  war  speeches  sanctitn  the  idea  that  the 
American  Congress  Ls  secretly  harboring  the  spirit 
of  war,  vhen  it  has  not  the  courage  to  declare  it 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  could  not  go  for  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Soutb  Carolina.  He, 
Mr.  P.  wished  to  act  with  proper  caution  in  these 
matters.  He  did  not  with  those  scenes  to  be  enact- 
ed over  again,  when  ibe  Indians  had  been  furnish- 
ed'with  blankets,  powder,  ball,  and  other  thing», 
and  had  then  tamed  round  and  massacred  melt, 
women  and  chHdreo. 

Mr.  P.  was  not  in  favor  of  countrnsncing 
the  nsurpation  of  power  by  any  general  officer. 
Where  had  General  Afmis'ead  the  power  to  give 
b  8  pledge  to  the  Indians,  on  the  part  of  this  Qc 
vernmeni}  Were  we,  by  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment,  to  sanction  this  usurpation  af  power? 
Mr.  P.  proceeded  to  say  that,  although  he  was  a 
party  man,  his  party  did  not  teach  him  to  act-con- 
trary to  the  principles  of  right.  His  party  did  not 
teach  him  subornation  of  perjury.  Besides,  he 
had  another  objection.  Proper  time  ought  to  be 
allowed  for  an  inquiry  into  this  matter.  He,  for 
one,  was  not  in  favor  of  voting  away  a  hundred 
ihonsand  dollars,  without  a  report  from  a  commit- 
tee to  show  the  why  and  wherefore;^  | 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  then  look  the  floor,  wid,  at 
great  length,  went  into  an  investigation  of  the 
causes,  history,  etc.  of  the  Florida  war. 

Mr.  G.  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  which  he 
said  were  already  written  out,  commented  laiigely 
on  the  Abolition  question,  the  kidnapping  of  ne- 
groes, eic.  as  having  a  powerful  agency  in  the  caase 
of  the  hostilities  in  Florida. 

Mr.  MARK  A.  COOPER  followed;  and  was 
making  some  very  keen  remarks  on  the  subject  of 
kidnapping,  and  how  the  sympathies  of  Abolition 
gentlemen  were  affected  by  circumstances,  whenj' 
at  the  request  of  several  membeis,  he  nve  way  to 
amotion  that  the  committee  rise,    Tbu  moiios 
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preTuling,  the  committee  rose  and  reporied  pto- 

Mr.  ALBERT  SMITH  moved  the  House  do 
adjoam. 

Mr.  PROPFIT  demanded  ihe  yeas  and  nays; 
wUeh  were  ordered. 

Tbe  motion  to  adjonrn  vas  lh«n  withdrawn. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee  on 
Ways  aad  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropri- 
aiions  for  certain  rortifieaiions  foi  the  present  year; 
which  was  i«ad  twice,  referred  lo  a  Committee  ef 
the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EASTMAN  of  New  Hampshire,  after 
tome  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  floor,  on  leave  in- 
troduced a  bill  to  exien  I  fi.r  five  years  the  act,  ap- 
proved Jnly  7,  1638,  granting  half  pay  and  pen- 
sions to  certain  widows. 

ATter  Fome  appropriate  remarks  from  Mr.  B. 
the  bill  was  read  twice,  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  Ihe  Whole  on  the  state  of  ibe  Union,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  L.  WILLIAMS  of  ^Ten- 
nessee,  it  was 

Bmited,  That  the  Commiliee  on  the  Judiciary 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  changing  and  ad- 
jasting  the  circuits  of  the  United  Stales  courts  as 
to  disiribate  and  eqaalize,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
labor  of  the  jodges. 

The  Honse  then  adJoDined. 

Not* —The  Senate  bill  providing  for  a  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  New  Hampshire,  was,  some 
time  ago,  i«a  I  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 


IN  SENATE, 
TuBSDAT,  Febraary  9,  1841. 

The  VICE  PRB8IDBNT  submitted  a  message 
from  Ibe  Pesideot  of  the  United  Slates,  transmit- 
ting a  reiwrt  of  the  Commi>sioners  for  the  explora- 
tion and  survey  of  the  Northeastern  boundary, 
with  reference  to  a  further  appropriation  for  the 
completion  of  the  duty  assigned  to  them.  The 
message  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Also,  a  repoil  of  the  Secreiar>  of  the  Treasury, 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
showing  Ibe  qaantiiy  of  public  land  ceded  to  each 
of  the  respective  Stales  for  certain  «pecifleJ  pur- 
poses; which  was  laid  on  Ihe  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  PIERCE  presented  certified  copies  of  pi- 
pers in  the  Pension  Office,  iu  support  of  the  claims 
^  of  Margaret  Miller  and    Elizabeth  Whitman  to 
pensionst  which  was  roferrrd  to  the  Committee  on 
Penrions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  was  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  granting  a  pension  to  Molly  Luther,  widow 
of  a  Revolnlionary  soldier. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  the  joint  memorial  of 
the  General  Assembly  o/  lllneis,  prayinx  the  esta- 
biishmeni  of  a  Mafine  Hospital  at  the  city  of  Cai- 
ro; which  was  referred  lo  ths  Commiliee  on  Com- 
meice,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HENDBRBtN  presented  a  memorial  of 
ciiiaens  of  Warren  county,  Mississippi,  in  favor  of 
the  passage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  presented  a  memorial  of  Mur- 
ray and  Spencer;  which  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  ihe  Post  Office  and  Post  Road'. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Commifee  on  Claims, 
lo  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  iherelief  of 
Langtree  and  Jenkins,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Pnblic  Lands,  to  which  a  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject was  yesterday  referred,  reported  a  billio  annex 
the  Cherokee  territory,  in  the  Stale  of  Alabama,  to 
Ihe  Coosa  land  districi,  and  the  removal  of  the  land 
office  of  said  district. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  C.  the  bill  was  then  reconsi- 
dered as  in  commiilte  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to 
be  eagroraed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALL,  ihe  bill  further  snp- 
plemeQiary  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  establish 
Ihe  judicial  courts  of  the  United  Stales,"  passed  the 


34ih  of  September,  1789,  was  taken  up  and  consi- 
dered as  in  commiliee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  iu  pursuance  of  previous,  no- 
lice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  lo  bring  in  a  bill 
authorizing  the  States  to  lax  any  lands  within  their 
limits  sold  by  the  Uatted  States;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  Ibe  relief,  of  De 
Peysier  and  Croger;  which  was  read,  aad>  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  alter  one  of  the  terms  of  Ihe  circuit 
conn  of  the  District  of  Ohio,  and  for  other  purposes; 
and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Daniel  Pel- 
tibone,  deceased,  were  severally  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

ORDERS  OP  THE  DAY. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Pennell  and  olherc, 
omiers  of  the  Eliza  of  Brunswick; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Steamboat  Company 
of  Nantucket; 

The  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  Caspar  W.  Wever; 
and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  companies  of 
Missouri  volunteers;  were  severally  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  lo  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  en- 
able the  cUimanis  to  land  within  the  limits  of  Mis- 
souri and  Territory  of  Arkansas  to  instiinie  pro- 
eeejings  lo  trv  the  validity  of  iheir  c'aims,"  ap- 
proved the  26:h  of  May,  1824,  and  an  act  amend- 
ing the  same,  and  exlending  the  provisions  of  said 
acts  lo  claimants  to  land  within  the  States  of  Loa- 
isiana  and  Mississippi,  was  taken  np  on  motion  by 
Mr.  LINN,  who  proposed  several  am<>ndmenis 
thereto,  which  were  agreed  ic;  and  the  bill  as 
amended  was  discussed  by  Mts<rs.  KINO,  LINN, 
SEVIER,  and  BAYARD,  and  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  readine. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 
Th«  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy thrcnghout  ths  Uni'ed  Slates  was  taken  np, 
a«  in  committee  of  the  whole 

Mr.  HENDERSON  resumed  the  debate,  and  re- 
vie  tred  the  operation  of  the  law  as  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  if  adopted,  on 
banking  and  other  incorporations,  and  the  power  of 
Coocress  so  far  to  extend  such  a  provision.  If 
this  bill  could  made  lo  include  one  incorporation, 
be  argued  that  it  could  be  extended  to  all  incorpo- 
ratioos;  and,  eonseqnenily,  a  township,  a  city,  a 
county,  or  a  Slate,  and,  in  short,  any  thing  iba  had 
a  corporate  existence,  c  luld  be  eoibrared;  but  be 
denied  that  such  power  existed  in  that  bedy. 

Mr.  WALKER  did  not  intend  to  have  taken 
part  in  this  discuision;  bat  after  the  roursc  which 
this  debate  has  taken,  and  after  Ihe  doctrines  had 
been  expressed  which  be  had  heard  promalgatfd 
during  that  debate,  he  could  not  abstain  from  some 
remark.  The  coasiiiutisnal  question  which  was 
here  involved,  was  of  the  highett  importance — it 
struck  at  the  very  existence  of  onr  institution*— 
and  if  the  doctrine  which  bad  been  there  promul- 
gated, could  besu  tained  as  the  constitutional  views 
of  that  body,  it  would  be  attended  with  calamitous 
eonseqaences.  What  was  ill  It  was  that  a  State, 
by  the  grant  of  a  charter  lo  her  citizfns,  can  ex- 
empt them  fn  m  ihe  operation  of  the  powers  grant- 
ed by  the  Constitution  lo  the  United  Staler.  That 
was  the  question,  and  it  was  one  of  solemn  import; 
for  if  a  State,  by  granting  a.  charter  to  any  nnmbrr 
of  her  citizens,  can  exempt  ihefn  from  the  opera'ion 
of  (he  pr>wers  granted  lo  ths  Government,  she  can 
exempt  all  her  citizens  frrm  the  operation  of  that . 
power.  And  if  shecan  exempt  her  citizens  fVoro 
the  operation  of  one  power  of  this  Government, 
she  can  exempt  them  from  the  operation  of 
all  its  poweni,  and  thereby  nnliifv  and  over- 
throw the  Government  itstlf.  That  was  the 
question.  It  was  that  a  number  of  individuals 
of  a  Stale,  by  obtaining  an  act  of  incorporation  as 
a  bank,  can  override,  by  that  legislative  aathorily, 
all  Ihe  granted  powers  of  this  Government.  And 
this  must  be  admitted  to  b«  a  qnes'ion  of  sotema 
import.   Power  was  vested  in  Congrets  toeiiablish 


a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy;  and  orer  whom 
was  it  to  operate?  The  citizens  of  every  Slate  of 
the  Union.  And  what  was  asked  on  the  other 
sidel  Why,  that  a  certain  number  ef  ciiizsas,  br 
obtaining  a  charter  of  incorporation  from  the  Stale 
Legislature,  may  rise  up  and  exempt  tbemielves 
from  the  operation  of  tbe  granted  powers  of  dns 
Government.  He  (Mr.  Wilkcr)  was  ready  to 
defend  Ihe  just  rights  of  the  States  on  any  occaaioit, 
bathe  should  not  assist  them  in  iheir  atiempt  lo 
usurp  the  lights  granted  by  the  ConsiitoUon,  and 
by  every  State  ol  the  Union,  to  this  Oovemment! 
This  power,  then,  of  the  General  Goverament, 
being  undeniable,  he  would  ask  whether  a  Slate, 
could  exempt  her  cit'zens  from  the  operation  of 
this  power  in  any  moie;  for  if  she  could  du  it  by 
the  grant  of  charters  of  incorporation,  she  conid 
do  it  in  any  other  mode. 

And  agfin,  bankers  were  individuals  who  were 
engaged  in  trade;  there  were  banks  that   were   in- 
corporated and  banks  that  were  not  intwrporated; 
aad  a  bankrupt  law  was  to  be  passed  to  operate  oa 
all  the  people  of  the  Union;  tbe  powers  given  to 
CoDgresi  were  to  e«labli''h  a  'uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy;  but  if  tbe  doctrine  here  proclaimed 
were  to  be  admitted,  the  law  would  not  operate 
with  entire  nniformity  throughout  the  Union,  as  it 
would  be  stopped  on  the  very   threshold  of  those 
States  that  thas  assamed  the  power  lo  exempt  Iheir 
citizens  from  the  operation  of  the  law.    Now  he  de- 
nied tbal  ihe  S'ates  possessed  any  such  power  to 
exempt  their  citizens  ftom  the  operation  of  ih  s  or 
any  other  power  vested  in  this  Government.    The 
powers  so  vested  in  this  Goremment  were  supreme, 
any  thing  in  any  State  laws  to  the  contrary  not- 
wiihstandiDg;  and  be  called  upon  Senators  to  consi- 
der the  importance  of  the  question  whether  any  and 
every  Stale,  by  granting  to  all  and  any  of  her  eill> 
zen« — for  if  she  conld  exempt  ona  she  could  ex- 
empt   all — charters   of  incorporation  could  ihna 
override  the  powers  of  the  General  Government. 
Now  he  fonnd  there  were  many  poweis  granted  by 
the  Constitoiicn  lo  ibis  Government,  and  could  the 
Stales  at  their  pleasure  exempt  their  citizens  from 
the  operation  of  all  ih^se  powers?    Takt,  for  in- 
stance, the  taxing  power.    Were  corporations  ex- 
empted from  tbe  operation  of  the  laxiog  ( ower  of 
this   Government?     Were    individuals    exempted 
from  it  by  receiving  charters  of  iocorpoiaiion?    If 
so,  this  Government  has  no  taxing  f  ower,  or  it  is 
destroyed  at  Ibe  will  and  pleasure  .of  the  States,  for 
tbey  bad  only  lo  cover  their  citizeni  by  a  State 
charter  of  incorporation.    But  who  would  veninre 
to  assert  that  the  States  had  such  power?    And  was 
not  the  bankrapt  power  as  clearly  delegated  to  Con- 
gre.is  as  this  taxing  powei?  or  wss  one  power 
granted  to  Congre»s  a  sovereign  power,   and'  the 
other  a  limited  power.    No;  the  bankrupt  power 
was  JDSt  as  clearly  delegated  as  any  other.    Bat 
again:  this  Government  has  the  right  lo  collect  du- 
ties on  imports;  but  may  not  tbe  Stales  grant  char- 
ters of  incorporation  to  wholesale  importers;  and 
will  those  charters  eiempt  them  from  piyinj  the 
duties  on  their  importations  within  the  limits  of  ibe 
State?    If  charters  of  incorporation  eonld  exempt 
binkropts  from  the  operation  of  the  power  of  this 
Gnvernmeni,  might  not  importing  companies,  by 
simlar  charters,  be  exempt  from  the  operation  of 
the  law  levying  dalles  on  impoiis.    Take  agaia 
Ihe  powers  of  the  Government  lo  levy  war.    How 
they  knaw  thai,  in  many  States,  there  were  incor- 
porated volnntaer  companies;  and  if  this  Govern- 
meni  eonld  not  apply  its  powers  lo  those  corps, 
because  ihey  were  incorporate!',  this  Governmeat 
has  no  power  to  make  war,  for  these  chartered 
companies  were  not  subject  to  ihi<  Government. 
They  might  take  np  »tber  cases  in  succession, 
and  they  might  strike  out  all  the  powers  vested  in 
Con3!res.<:;    for   th:  sections  of  the   Constitution 
conferring   such    powers,   were    bnt    so    many 
dead   letters   if  th»se    charters    were    so  many 
exemptions    from  tbe   operation  of    the  powers 
of   this    Government.     He    then    proceeded   to 
reply  to  the  arguments  of  the  Senator  from  Sonth 
Carolina  [Mr.  Calhoun]  of  the  previous  d«y,  and 
he  contended  that  the  (ownthip  commissiouTS,  &e. 
I.>  whom  I  bat  honnrable  Senator  bad  referred,  were 
but  f  uoii  corporations  for  the  transaction  of  public 
and  not  private  bnriness— tb«t  they  were  not  be-  i 
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yood  the  eoDtrol  of  tbe  repealing;  power  of  the 
State.  a»d  were  in  fkci,  and  in  the  laogaace  of  the 
bett  American  anthoriiies  puui  officers,  as  much 
U  a  con«lable,  a  sheriff,  or  a  cpnniy  board  of  po- 
lice, for  ibe  traosacUoa  for  the  State  of  its 
local  baciness  within  its  legitimate  sphere. 
Tka  dixiinetion,  then,  was  clear  between 
Birpora-ions  for  public  and  eoiporation*  for 
private  parposrs,  the  one  being  for  tbe  trans- 
action of  tbe  bosiaess  of  the  States,  and  tbe  other 
of  indiridnals  aoeonnecttd  with  tbe  auvereigoiy  of 
the  States.  But  a  plea  was  here  set  ap  that  private 
iaooiporations  for  the  transaction  of  prira'C  bosi'' 
nesa  nndcr  a  contract  ^th  State  LegUlamtes, 
Ao«ld  be  exempt  from  tbe  poirers  of  this  Oorem- 
meat.  Here  then  were  exemptions  claimed  for 
iaeorporations  that  were  not  the  agents  of  the 
Slates;  that  weie  not  snbjeet  to  the  repealing 
^wer  of  tbe  States,  bnt  were  oorporations  of  pri- 
vate individaals  for  the  transaction  of  private  basi- 
M8S,  without  cxneiaiag  any  of  the  power  of  sove- 
reign anthoritjr  of  the  States.  They  were  en- 
gaged in  private  pursuits,  and  now  they  came  in 
and  a&ked,  on  account  of  an  engagemeat  with  the 
States  for  the  transaction  of  their  own  private 
basinrss,  to  be  exempt  from  the  powers  of 
Ikis  Government.  The  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, yesterday,  had  cited  a  case  in  which  it  was 
decided  that  they  could  not  tax  branches  ot  the 
Bank  of  the  Union)  but  if  that  hODorable  Senator 
wonld  look  again  at  that  decision,  he  would  find 
that  it  wai  decided  on  the  ground  that  the  bank  was 
a  public  corporatioa — the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Qo- 
vemmeni — aitd  that  all  its  branches  were  equally 
the  agents  of  the  Government;  and  on  that  ground 
alone  was  the  exemption  proncnnced.  If  it  had 
been  a  private  corporation,  it  would  have  been  sub- 
ject to  tbe  taxing  power.  The  decision,  then,  went 
to  show  that  they  jnight  tax  banks,  so  long  as  they 
were  pirivate  incorporated  companies,  chartered  for 
private  gain  and  emolnment;  and  that  a  poblic  cor- 
poration which  was  the  fiscal  agentof  the  Government 
was  beyond  the  taxing  power.  But  were  these 
trading  bank  incorporations  tbe  fiscal  agents  of  the 
Ck>vemment  of  this  Uoion?  Were  they  the  officers 
of  the  Govemmenil  Did  they  transact  its  fiscal 
basinessi  If  so,  how  dared  they  assert  that  their 
eharlers  wete  beyond  the  repealing  power  and  the 
eontrol  of  the  Govemment|that  made  themi  What! 
was  the  fiscal  agent  beyond  riie  power  that  created 
it)  There  never  was  such  an  agency  established 
en  earth:  the  authority  that  made  it  could  recall  or 
ehaoge  its  powersat  pleasure;  and,  as  the  banks  were 
not  tbe  agents  of  the  Oovemmeni,  they  were  not  ex- 
empt from  the  taxing  power  of  the  Stale  or  of  the  Ge- 
aeial  Government.  A  ease  had  occurred  in  Rhode 
Island  in  which  the  Supreme  Com  t  had  decided  that 
the  State  did  possess  this  taxing  power,  and  i(  the 
State  did,  why  did  not  the  Oeoeral  Gevemmenti 
And  if  these  private  incorporations  were  subject  to 
the  taxing  power,  conid  any  good  reason  be  given 
why  they  were  not  subject  to  the  bankrupt  ^weil 
But  Ibey  had  been  told  ihey  most  not  touch  State 
banks,  or  banks  of  which  the  State  was  proprietor 
in  whole  or  in  part.  Now,  If  gentlemen  wished  to 
exempt  State  banks  from  the  operation  of  the  sec- 
tion onder  diseaasioa,  let  them  move  an  amend- 
ment for  that  purpose;  bnt  he  denied,  so  far  as  tbe 
question  of  power  was  concerned,  that  a  bank  was 
exempt  because  it  bad  a  State  as  a  partner.  Why 
had  not  the  same  tribunal  to  which  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Bonth  Carolina  had  referred— (he  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  TToion — decided  that  when  a 
Stale  becomes  a  partner  in  a  bank  or  other  incor- 
poration, it  lays  down  its  sovereignty  and  has  no 
mcve  power,  as  a  member  of  that  corporation,  than 
the  humblest  individual  It  was  not  then  to  be 
viewed  as  a  Stale,  but  as  a  co-partner,  nor  other- 
wise than  as  an  individual  partner;  and  if  a  State 
becomes  a  banking  company,  it  is  clearly  nnconsii- 
tmional;  for  a  State  has  not  the  authority  to  emit 
biUa  of  credit.  He  pronounced,  then,  that  the 
power  claimed  to  exempt  these  chartered  com- 
panies from  the  operation  of  the  power  of 
the  General  Govemmenl,  was  an  nnjastifiable 
assumption  of  power,  which  was  not  as- 
sessed by  a  poleniaie  of  France  or  Russia. 
Now,  if  there  ever  was  a  period  when  ihia  bankrupt 
power  ought  to  be  applied  to  the  banks,  it  was  now 


when  the  explosions  around  them  were  like  the  re- 
port ofariillety  on  the  baule-field,  where  scarcely 
bad  the  sonnd  of  one  ceased  to  reverberate  on  tbe 
ear  before  they  had  another  and  another  in  quick 
and  quicker  tuccersion,  and  they  were  surrounded 
with  the  wrecks  and  fragments  of  banking  institu- 
tions. When  tbe  baaks  ceased  to  answer  the  ob> 
ject  for  which  they  were  created,  they  ought 
to  be  subject,  like  any  other  insolvent  trad- 
ing compuiv,  to  tbe  bankropt  power  of  the 
UnioD;  or  if  an  exemption  should  exist  at  all, 
it  ought  to  be  in  favor  of  the  unfortoiate  private 
trader,  and  not  of  the  banking  company  which  was 
invested  with  to  many  exclosive  privileges.  If 
there,  were  any  of  these  banking  companies  that  were 
more'  mismanaged  than  others,  it  «as  those  whie 
were  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  Stales — 
they  Teie  more  corrupt  and  corrupting,  for  they 
both  corrapted  States  and  individaals;  and  bad  tbey 
not  seen  a  repdrt  in  regard  to  one  of  these  banks 
which  was  owned  by  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union, 
by  which  loans  to  tbe  amount  of  .(700,000  bad  been 
made  to  the  State  Legislature  to  which  it  was  re- 
sponsible— yes,  it  had'  been  found  upon  exami- 
nation—apon  an  opening  of  "the  secrets  of 
the  prison  honse,"  that  the  members  of  the]Le- 
gigta'ure  stood  indebted  to  ihatbnnk  to  the 
amount  of  |700,000,  and  yet  it  was  asked  that 
tbe  S  ale  Legislature  »honld  poMKss  the  power  to 
apply  to  that  bank  the  operation  of  a  bankrupt  law  i 
Why,  this  wts  a  reason  why  that  Legislature  was 
not  tbe  proper  depository  of  such  power.  It  would 
be,  in  fact,  the  debtors  applying  a  bankrupt  law  to 
the  creditors.  And  what  had  tbey  seen  in  his  na- 
tive State  (Pennsylvania)  bnt  a  f«w  days  ago? 
Why,  tbe  State  borrowing  400,000  dollars  from 
a  bank  wdich  in  a  few  days  aAetwatds  ex- 
ploded; and  yet  that  Legrsiature  was  to  pos- 
/sess  the  power  to  apply  a  bankrupt  law  to 
that  incorpora-ion.  Now,  he  would  say  to  tbt 
gentlemen  diat  were  frienda  of  the  banks,  that  if 
they  wi.>htd  to  f  ave  the  system  from  total  annihi- 
lation, they  must  take  a  new  latitude  and  change 
the  point  of  their  compass,  for  ibey  eould  only  be 
sustained  by  the  public  conflderce.  Now  tliey 
could  suspend  at  pleasure,  and  set  the  State  Legis- 
latures at  defiance;  and  it  became  the  people  of  the 
States  to  apply  an  appropriate  remedy.  They  had 
recently  been  told  that  the  Bank  of  England  re- 
quired twenty-six  years  to  resume;  and  what  was 
that  but  to  inform  the  people  of  this  Uoion  that  a 
eertain  bank  must  bav*  the  some  period 
to  resume  as  its  great  prototyped  He 
was  not  aware  that  any  other  power  could 
prevent  suspension,  except  tbe  powers  to  be 
possessed  by  a  bankrupt  law;  and  this  would  ope- 
rate on  the  instincts  of  these  iocorpotaiions  whose 
sole  object  was  money-making.  Wiib  such  a  law 
in  existence,  tbey  wonld  not  dare  to  flood  the  coun- 
try with  milliois  on  millions  of  their  paper  money, 
for  Ihey  wonld  know  that  there  existed  a  decree, 
which  was  fixed  and  irrevocable,  which  wonld  fol- 
low and  punish  every  abuse  of  power.  After  a 
few  other  obeervations,  the  honorable  gentleman 
eonelttded  with  a  brief  recapitulation  of  ibe  argu- 
ments he  had  adduced  in  the  course  of  bis  ad- 
dress. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  tbe  Senator  frota  Missit- 
sippi  bad  misapprehended  his  argument  on  a  pre- 
cecUng  day.  The  question  was  not  whether  a  Stale 
can  exempt  iodividoal  citizens  frem  the  operation 
of  the  powers  of  this  QovemmenI,  but  whether, 
when  the  State  has  exercised  its  acknow- 
ledged powers,  this  Government  can  exercise 
powers  destructive  of  the  acknowledged  pow- 
ers of  the  S'aies,  and  consequently  all  the 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Mifsissippi,  founded 
on  that  misapprehension,  fell  to  the  giound.  He 
(Mr.  CiLR(Dii)  had  no  donbt  the  General  Qo- 
vernnient  might  tax  individuals  composing  incoi^ 
porations,  and  the  corporations  themselves;  for,  ac- 
cording to  his  estimate  of  the  taxing  power,  it  was 
to  get  money  and  not  to  destroy,  for  desimciioo 
would  defeat  its  own  objrct.  With  re'.pect  to  the 
decision  of  tbe  Supreme  Court,  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion to  express  the  opinion  that  it  was  wrong. 
He  believed  the  Slate  had  the  right  to  levy  the  lax, 
and  he  believed  the  Stnator  from  Mississippi 
was  wreof  in  supposing  the  decision  was  fboade 


on  tbe  assumption  tfiat  the  bank  was  a  public  and 
not  a  private  corporation.  Be  that  as  it  might,  his 
(Mr.  Caijiocb's)  memory  could  not  be  mistaken 
on  the  point  that  the  lazing  poweiT  was  treated  as 
a  power  to  destroy;  but  he  thought  it  was  tbe  re- 
verse of  that.  But  to  proceed  to  another  point 
The  Senator  from  Missi«sippi  had  placed  his  ar- 
gameoi.as  he  (Mr.  CA<.noDii)  understood  it,  on 
the  ground  that  tbe  bankmpt  power  was  an  abso- 
lute power. 

He  (Mr.  Calbosn)  understood  it  might  extend  to 
all  cases  of  debtor  and  creditor,  and  liwt  was  what 
he  nndersteod  by  absolnte  power.  Bankrapicy 
was  a  technical  term.and  he  concurred  with  Ibe  Se- 
nator from  Hew  York,[Mr.  Waioar,]  and  with  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey ,[Mr.  Wall,]  who  made 
a  report  on  tbe  subject  last  year,  that  it  was  limit- 
ed to  creditors  aed  not  to  debtors,  and  that  such  had 
been  the  basis  of  all  bankrupt  laws  heretofore  con'- 
sidered  or  proposed  for  adoption,  and  eonseqoently 
that  it  was  destructive  of  voluntary  bankmptoies, 
which  were  treated  as  mere  insolvencies.  Now 
what  wAs  the  difference  between  public  and  private 
corparaiionsi  The  one  was  said  to  be  an  iacorpo- 
tion  for  individual  and  special  interest;  bnt  were 
not  all  created  for  a  public  purpose,  or  under  the 
plea  of  a  public  pnrposel  It  would  be  a  gross 
abuse  of  power  to  eoufer  such  privileges,  nnless  it 
were  to  promote  som:  public  object;  and  the  peo- 
ple of  tbe  United  States  believed  these  private  in- 
corporations weie  useful  in  promoting  trade,  and 
navigation,  and  commerce,  and  so  forth.  If  such, 
then,  were  the  object,  what  possible  difference  eooM 
it  make  wheher  the  interests  were  separate  or 
otherwise} 

After  a  few  other  obiervations  be  defended  the 
right  of  the  Suies  to  exercise  authority  over  tbe 
banks  of  the  SUtea,  and  to  insist  upon  forfeitures 
for  suspension;  and  he  inquired  whether  it  had 
come  to  this,  that  Congress  was  to  interfere  becansa 
the  Slate  Legiilatures  were  too  indolent  or  too 
corrupt  to  do  it.  He  was  of  opinion  that  it  was 
not  for  Congress  to  undertake  it.  He  thsn  stated 
various  grounds  on  which  he  opposed  this  proposip 
tion.  He  opposed  it  as  leading  to  a  breaking  ap  of  a 
system  in  which  the  debts  and  credit  of  the  country 
were  concentrated,  because  it  would  force  on  a  uni- 
versal  settlement  allover  the  land,  and  becatwe  tbey 
could  notdo  it  without  a  violation  of  tbe  Conslitvlion; 
and  ali-o  because.  If  they  adopted  this  proposition, 
they  wonld  get  a  principle  wbxh  would  include 
every  township  in  New  England.  For  these  and 
other  reasons,  he  opposed  this  proposition. 

Mr.  WALKER.  The  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina admits  the  power  of  this  Government  to  lax 
these  institutions,  but  denies  the  power  of  includ- 
ing them  within  the  compulsory  provisions  of  a 
bankrupt  law.  Now  is  not  the  power  as  expressly 
granted  in  the  Constitution  in  the  one  case  as  in 
the  other?  The  Senator  contends  for  ibeir  exemp- 
tion on  the  ground  that  they  are  eslablit'hed  for 
public  purposes.  But  the  banks  themsehres 
claim  that  tbey  were  established  for  privaie 
purposes,  and  deny  the  power  of  the  State 
to  revoke  or  annul  their  charters.  Tbe  case 
of  MacCulloch,  in  9tb  Wheaton.  expressly  de- 
cided that  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  Stales  was 
exempt  from  taxation  by  a  State,  because  she  was 
a  fifcal  agent  of  the  General  Government.  In  re- 
ply to  the  argument  that  banks  in  whole  or  In  part 
owned  by  Slates,  were  State  agents,  he  wonld  say 
that  if  the  officers  of  tbes*  banks  were  elected  and 
paid  by  tbe  State,  and  the  State  were  responsible 
lor  their  issuei,  then  they  might,  with  some  plausi- 
bility, ask  to  be  exempted  from  tbe  operations  of  a 
bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said,  the  cffieers  of  the 
State  bank  of  Alabama  w*re  elected  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State,  and  tbey  were  as  much  the 
agents  of  the  Stale,  as  the  township  officers  Wf  re 
of  the  States  in  New  England.  Before  Congress 
can  apply  the  compulsory  provisions  of  a  bank- 
rupt law  to  these  institutions,  tbey  must  first  deny 
the  power  of  the  States  to  incorporate  banks. 
Tbey  should  come  out  boldly  and  advocate  an  ex- 
clusive metallic  currency.  He  should  not  go  with 
tbem  in  that,  as  be  would  not  go  for  tbe  present 
proposition'     Tbe  Senator  (torn  Misiiadlppl  bad 
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alluded  lo  the  lameniable  conditioii  or  the  banks  of 
Alabama.  He  was  not  wiUing  that  this  Oorem- 
ment  aiwold  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  iiis  Stale, 
and  espeeialljr  tfaoee  whicb  were  wiihia  Uie  ezclu- 
Bive  prorince  of  bis  State.  What  was  the  porport 
of  this  whole  matter,  bnt  saying  that  the  Stales 
were  either  onable  or  nnwilling  to  manage  their  o  vn 
affairs.  The  Senator  allades  to  the  deplorable  ccn  ■ 
dttioB  of  these  banks,  and  speaks  of  this  Govern- 
ment as  the  onl;  power  which  can  correct  the  evil. 
He,  (Mr.  Clat)  for  one,  would  be  glad  to  see  the 
Federal  Oovemmeat  attend  to  its  own  affairs,  and 
attend  to  them  saccestfully.  He  thought  ibe  ques- 
tion bad  assumed  no  new  shape  since  ibc  brief  di» 
cnsaion  of  yesterday,  nor,  indeed,  since  the  last  ses- 
sion, when  he  had  moved  to  strike  banks  from 
the  bin.  As  to  the  taxing  power  of  ibis  Qovero- 
ment,  he  held  it  to  be  siricly  limited  lo  revenue 
purposes.  Because  the  banks  in  Mississippi,  or  in 
Alabama,  or  in  any  other  State,  were  in  a  bad  con- 
dition, was  with  him  no  argument  in  faror  of  oar 
travelling  out  of  our  constitutional  sphere  to  apply 
a  eorreetive. 

Mr.  SBVIBR,  having  obtained  the  floor,  (aid  it 
must  be  apparent  to  every  Senator  that  there  was 
not  the  rsmotest  chance  of  this  bill  pss^iog  Con- 
gress at  the  present  tession;  and  lo  prevent  a  fur- 
ther waste  of  the  time  of  the  Senate,  be  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Before  the  qoeslion  was  taken,  a  motion  for  ad- 
jonrnnent  was  made,  which  prevailed; 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
TtjisDAT.  February  9,  1841. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Viiginia  moved  that  ibe  House 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Unioo,  and  proceed  to  the  censidera- 
tion  of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  ihe  pay- 
ment of  Revolutionary  snd  other  peasioners  of  the 
United  Slates  for  the  year  1841. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  Mr.  Jones  that  this 
was  the  day  set  aside  fur  ihe  consideration  of  the 
bills  relating  to  steamboat  disasters,  etc. 

Mr.  JONES  would  ibea  ask  that  the  special  or- 
der be  postponed  until  Thursday  nex,  because 
all  the  important  appropriation  bilLi  had  jet  to  be 
acted  upnn. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that  if  Thursday 
should  be  set  aside  for  the  special  order,  he  would 
have  no  objection  to  ib  postponement  until  that 
day. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  postponing  the 
special  order,  and  decided  in  lb:  affirmative. 

So  the  special  order  was  postponed  uaiil  Thurs- 
day next. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Ketelwd,  That  on  and  after  to  morrow,  the  daily 
hour  of  meeting  of«this  House  shall  be  eleven 
o'clock,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Objection  being  made  to  ihe  leception  of  the  re 
■olatioo, 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  0.  JOHNSON,  the  rules  vere 
suspended;  and 

Tbe  question  was  taken  on  the  pasiage  of  the 
reselution,  and  decided  in  tbe  affirmaiive. 

Tbe  House  then,  on  tbe  motion  of  Mr.  JONES 
of  Virginia,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Ctir- 
roao  in  the  chair)  and  resumed  the  considerauon 
of  the 

PENSION  BILL. 

The  question  pendiag  was  on  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Waddi  Thompson  on  yesierday,  ap- 
propriating (100,000  lor  the  benefit  of  such  Semi- 
nole chiefs  and  warriors  as  may  sarrender  for  emi- 
gration. 

Mr  MARK  A.  COOPER  being  entitled  to  the 
floor,  resumed  his  remarks  f^om  ycjierday,  in  reply 
lo  Mr.  QiDoiNos. 

The  laiier  having,  at  great  length,  atiempied  to 
show  that  the  origin  of  the  Florida  war  was  attri- 
butable to  slavery,  kidnapping,  etc.  Mr.  C.  proceed- 
ed to  reply  urUtitn  to  ihe  argnmenis  by  which  that 
poBttiott  had  been  attempted  to  b«  sastained. 

In  the  ooorte  of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  C.  allusion 
was  made  to  the  diApute  between  Georgia   and 


Maine,  in  relation  to  the  alleged  kidnapping  of  cei- 
tain  negroes. 

Mr.  EVANS  of  Maine  made  several  explana- 
tions on  that  subject,  which  will  appear  when  the 
debate  shall  be  written  eat. 

Mr.  COOPER  was  proceeding  lo  comment  upon 
that  subject,  when  he  was  call^  to  order  by  the 
CBAia  on  ihe  ground  of  irrelevaaoy. 

Mr.  BLACK  observed  thai  his  colleague  was 
merely  replying  lo  what  the  gtnileman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  GiDDiNOk]  had  advanced  yesterday;  and  inas- 
much as  ihat  gentleman  had  been  permit'ed  to  go 
on  making  charges,  he  (Mr.  B.)  cculd  not  con- 
ceive bow  his  colleague  could  be  out  of  order  in  re- 
plying to  those  charges.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
was  permitted  to  make  an  anti-slavery  rperch  on 
yesterday;  tnd  if  Ihe  Chair  decided  that  his  col- 
league [Mr.  Ckiopia]  was  not  in  order  in  replying 
to  it,  ha  (Mr.  B.)  wonkl  Uke  an  appeal  ftj>m  that 
decision. 

The  CHAIR  observed  that  as  ihe  gentleman  was 
referring  to  negro  stealing  in  Ohio,  and  alluding  to 
tbe  object,  etc  of  those  engaged,  he  had  ihooghi  it 
bis  duly  to  call  him  in  account  for  irrelevancy. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  yes;  and  in  addition  to  that 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  has  made  a  poin'ed 
per&ohal  allusion  to  bim;  and  be  desired  the  gen- 
tleman might  be  permitied  lo  go  on,  in  order  that 
he,  Mr.  A.  might  hare  an  opporinnity  of  answer" 
ing  him. 

Mr.  WISE  desired  to  know  if  tbe  gentleman 
from  Georgia  was  not  replying  to  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  on  yesterday,  on  the 
subject  of  negro  stealing.  If  so,  was  he  not  in 
crderJ 

Mr.  COOPEtt  said,  he  had  no  notes  of  his  own, 
and  his  remarks  were  founded  on  the  notes  he  had 
taken  of  the  written  speech  of  tbe  g<uiileman  from 
Ohio;  so  that  be  was  confining  him-elf  strictly  to 
what  had  been  said  by  that  gentleman,  and  for 
which  he  bad  not  been  called  to  order  by  the 
Cb«ib. 

After  some  further  exptanalion^ 

Mr.  BLACK  took  an  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chaw. 

And  the  question  being  tak^'n  on  the  appeal,  the 
dec^ion  of  ihe  Cbaib  was  not  sustained. 

Mr.  COOPER  then  resumed  bis  remarks,  and 
proceeded  at  great  Length  to  show  that  the  conclu- 
sions drawn  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  in  rela- 
tion to  ihe  causes  of  the  Florida  war,  were  errone- 
ous. Mr.  C.  also,  at  some  length,  defended  tbe 
Stale  of  Georgia  from  certain  charges  preferred 
against  ber  by  the  Abolitionists. 

Mr.  BLACK  said  that  when  he  finished  his 
speech  the  other  day,  he  did  not  (fainkhe  would  be 
called  up  so  soon  again  to  address  the  committee. 
But  he  would  be  derelict  to  his  duty,  i.ot  only  as  a 
Representative  of  Georgia,  but  as  a  citizen  of  the 
South,  were  be  to  permit  the  extraordiaary  speech 
made  by  Ihe  gentleman  of  Ohio  lo  pass  by  in 
silence. 

Mr.  B.  then  procreded  to  reply  lo  Mr.  Giddinos 
to  show  how  those,  the  burden  of  whose  song  is 
"human  tights  and  human  liberty,"  in  relation  lo 
Souibtm  slaves,  treat  the  frea  negroes  who  are 
rrtidenis  of  the  nou-slaveholdiog  Stales.  At  Mr. 
B's  request,  many  extracts  were  read  from  the  Pbi- 
lanthropbt,  containing  an  article  written  by 
Mr.  Jay,  showing  that,  by  the  laws  of  Ohio, 
and  many  other  of  the  free  State.',  negroes  were 
excluded  from  the  elective  franchise,  Ihe  right  of 
peiition,  from  .'ervingia  the  militia,  from  part'ci- 
paiin;  in  ibe  adminisiration  of  justice,  and  that  im> 
pediments  were  thrown  into  their  way  to  debar 
them  from  Ihe  advantages  of  education,  the  enjoy 
ment  of  religion,  locomotion,  Ac.  and  the  opinion 
of  tbe  wril''r  [Mr.  Jay]  was  that  "Ohio  stood  pre- 
eniioeot  for  ber  wickedness  agaiast  this  clasi  of  her 
population." 

Mr.  B.  was  proceeding  in  bis  remarks,  when  he 
was  called  to  order  by  several  gentlemen,  oa  tbe 
gronnd  of  irrelevancy  in  debate. 

Mr.  BYNUM  hoped  tbe  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia would  be  permiiied  to  proceed.  We  bad  lis- 
tened (said  Mr.  B.)  tbe  better  part  of  the  whole  of 
yesterday  to  ihe  speech  of  ihe  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Gidoinos]  again>t  tlis  slaveholders  of 
tbe  South  and  their  institntions,  whieh  was  calcu- 


lated to  do  incurable  injury  to  that  portioa  at  tke 
Union.  It  was  (said  Mr.  B.)  tbe  duty  of  tnrf 
Represantative  from  the  South  promptly  to  mett 
his  assailants  on  that  subject.  If  the  geBtlemtn 
from  Georgia  Uiould  be  arrested  in  delivering  his 
senttments  upon  this  vital  and  all-important  sub- 
ject, Mr.  B.  said  that  he  himself,  as  atmall  portiou 
of  the  South,  would  claim  to  be  heard.  It  was  a 
subject,  beyond  every  other,  in  which  tbe  Soaibera 
people  possessed  tbe  deepest  interest,  and  one  about 
which  they  bad  been  mors  deceived,  in  his  opiniott, 
than  about  any  other  upon  the  face  of  the  earth; 
and,  to  be  undeceived,  it  was  only  necessary  for 
them  to  do  justice  lo  themselves  in  Ibis  matter. 
Well  might  genllem^^e  afraid  of  the  trntb,  as  to 
the  position  of  parlies,  goii\g  forth  from  ibis  place. 

Mr.  BLACK  again  resumed  his  remarks,  and 
was  proeeding  further  to  reply  to  Mr.  GioDwas, 
when 

Mr.  EAYNER  said,  the  diseasston  had  gone  ftr 
enough,  and,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  only  calenlaled 
to  please  a  certain  class  of  men  in  this  House.  Be. 
sides,  the  pension  bill  was  before  the  commiUee, 
and  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Black]  was  discussicg 
Abolition. 

Mr.  BYNUM  skid  be  knew  whom  the  remarks 
of  his  colleague  [Mr.  Ratmbb]  were  intended  to 
reach;  but  be  would  say,  well  might  certain  gen- 
tlemen' from  the  South  wince,  fur  ibis  was,  and 
ever  must  be,  a  lender  subject  to  ihem.  They  were 
anxious  (said  Mr.  B.)  lo  arrest  any  discussion  that 
would  let  the  truth  go  to  tbe  South,  and  their  posi> 
tion  was  becoming  more  evident 

Mr.  BL^CK  resumed  his  remarks;  and  after  fre- 
quent ioterrupions,  said  he  held  in  bis  hand  a  por> 
lion  of  an  ancient  book.  He  meant  the  Bible  it- 
self. Now, sir,  (remarked  Mr.  B)  caU  me  to  or- 
der with  the  Bible  in  my  hand.  I  intend  lo  read 
from  the  7ih  chapter  of  Matthew,  1st,  QJ,  3d,  4ih, 
and  5ih  verses.  Mr.  B.  iccordingly  read  as  fol* 
lows: 

"1.  Judge  not,  that  ye  be  not  judged. 

"3.  For  with  what  judgment  ye  judge,  ye  shall 
be  judged;  and  with  what  measure  ye  meie,  it  shall 
be  measured  to  you  again. 

"3.  And  why  behoklest  thou  the  mote  that  is  in 
thy  brother's  eye,  bnt  consideresi  not  the  beam  Ihat 
is  in  thine  own  eye? 

*'4.  Or  how  wilt  ihou  say  lo  thy  brother,  let  me 
pull  out  the  mote  out  of  thine  eye;  and  behold,  a 
baamtf  in  thine  own  ey?. 

"5.  Thou  hyptaUe,  [Mr.  B.  pointed  to  Mr.  Gio- 
DiNos]  first  cast  out  itae  beam  out  of  tbipe  own 
eye;  and  then  (hatl  tbon  see  clearly  to  cast  out  the 
mole  out  of  thy  brother's  eye." 

Mr.  B.  contended  ihat  tbis  passage  of  Scnptare 
was  applicable  to  Mr.  Gidoinos.  We  ef  the  Soaih 
(said  Mr.  B  )  say  we  have  no  mote  in  out  eye, 
neither  on  the  ^object  of  slavery  or  any  other  sub- 
ject. I  call  upon  tbe  gentleman,  in  tbe  language  of 
Holy  Writ,  "Tkeu  l^erUt,  first  cast  out  ihe  beam 
out  of  thine  own  eye;  and  then  thou  shaltree  clearly 
to  (^t  out  Ihe  mote  of  thy  brother's  eye." 

Mr.  B.  iben  coaclnded  bis  remarte;  not,  bow- 
ever,  without  frequeut  interruptions  on  the  gronnd 
of  irrelevancy. 

[Tbe  remarks  of  Mr.  B.  are  in  a  conise  of  pre- 
paration, and  will'be  given  bereafler.] 

Mr.  DOWNING  of  Florida,  ia  a  very  animated 
manner,  defended  his  eoBsiitneau  from  the  ehwges 
brought  against  ihem  by  Mr.  Giomaos,  of  staabng 
negroes  from  the  Indians;  etc  He,  Mr.  D.  deoied 
Ihat  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  hadsubstaiuiated  his 
charges  by  a  single  proof. 

Alluding  lo  the  gronnd  taken  by  Mr.  Giddimos 
on  the  Abolition  question,  Mr.  D.  observed  that,  if 
the  Whigs  of  Ihe  S^uih  imagined  that  individoal 
who  came  by  tbe  cars  this  morning,  sanctioMd 
those  principles,  they  wonhl  have  said  to  hiia,  "be- 
gone forever."  He,  Mr.  D-  hoped  it  would  not  b« 
understood  by  tbe  country  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  was  the  representative,  or  the  month  piece  on 
this  subject  ol  that  greal  man  (Harrison)  who 
came  from  the  same  Stale.  The  gentleman  ought 
lo  recollect  that  there  were  men  of  the  Whig 
party  acting  with  bim  on  other  sabjects,  who  in 
tbis  matter  would  not  touch  him  with  a  pail  of 
longs. 

Mr.  D.  concluded  by  urging  the  immedifte  ap- 
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prapiimioii  of  ibe  son  loqvired  by  the  amend- 


Mr.  SMITH  of  IndiaM  then  obtained  tb«  floor, 
tat  gave  wty  to  »  motion  that  the  oommiitee  rise. 

On  the  question  being  taken,  no  qaorum  voted. 

The  committee  then  luae,  and  reported  that  fact 
totheHonse. 

A  motion  to  adjoam  was  then  made,  and  decided 
in  the  negative — jets  37,  nay*  6S. 

A  call  of  the  Hoose  was  then  simolleneoasly  de- 
manded by  femal  members. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Maine  renewed  ih«  motion  to 
adjoarn,  which  prevailed. 

And  the  Hoose  adjonrnrd. 


IN  SENATE, 
WnoansDAT,  Febmary  10, 1841. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  reading  of 
the  jonmal  ^was  dispensed  with. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, annonneing  that  the  Hoas*  was 
ready  to  receive  the  Senate,  and  to  proceed  to 
count  the  votes  for  President  and  Viee  Ftesident  of 
the  tinited  States,  in  conformity  with  the  Constito- 
tion,aad  in  pnrsnance  of  the  joint  resolution  on 
that  tabject. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KNIQHT,  the  Senile  pro- 
ceeded to  the  ball  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, preceded  by  their  Secretary  and  Scrgeant-at- 
Arma. 

After  the  voles  had  been  eonnted,  the  Senators 
returned  to  the  Senat|^  chamber,  where  (be  rollew- 
ing  resolations  were  adopted: 

Saohtd,  That  a  committee  of  one  member  be 
appointed  by  the  Senate  to  join  a  committee  of 
two  members  lo  be  appointed  by  the  House 
of  Bepresenl^tives,  to  wait  on  William  Hemrt 
^ABBisov,  of  Ohio,  and  inform  faim  ibat  he  has 
been  eonstitulionally  .elected  by  the  electors  of  the 
several  States  President  of  the  United  Slates  for 
four  years  from  the  4th  day  of  March,  I84I. 

Mr.  PRESTON  was  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate. 

Betohed,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  do 
eanse  John  Ttlzr  of  Virginia  to  be  notified  tliat 
he  has  b«en  duly  elected  Vice  Presii^ent  of  the 
United  States  for  four  years  from  the  4th  of  March. 
1841. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  commnnicaiion  from  the  War  Department,  fur- 
nishing information  from  the  Colonet  of  Ordnance, 
in  relation  to  the  Natioaal  Armories. 

Mr.  LINN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  i*  introduce  a  bill  to  ap- 
point trustees  for  the  investment  of  the  Smithsonian 
find. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
WaniwsoiT,  February  10,  1841. 

Mr.  TILUNOHAST,  by  leave,  presented  the 
resolutions  of  the  Legiilatnre  of  Rhode  Island,  in 
favor  of  designating  the  same  day  thionghooi  the 
United  States  for  the  choice  of  electoi*  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President;  which  were  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLARK,  by  leave,  presented  a  petition  of 
John  Randall  and  Charles  York,  sureties  of  Silas 
Holmes,  deceased,  late  collector  of  the  castoms  in 
Ha  ninetamth  collection  diatriet  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  praying  to  be  released  from  all  liabilities  as 
•areties  aforesaid;  which  was  referred  lo  the  Com- 
aittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  LEET  asked  leave  to  present  and  have  re- 
ferred, the  petitions  of  Benedict  Reynold<  and  Wil- 
liam Stephenson,  of  Washington  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Objeetion  being  made,  they  could  not  be  received 
aeeoraiog  to  the  rules. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  submitted  the  following,  which 
Wis  read  for  information: 

Rmlvtd,  That  at  three  o'clock  to-morrow  the 
debate  np<m  the  bill  No.  599,  making  appropriation 
for  the  payment  of  Revolutionary  and  other  prn- 
sionem  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1841,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  ihe  state  of  the 
Union,  shall  eeaae,  and  that  the  Committee  shall, 


at  that  time,  proceed  to  vole  opon  said  bill  and 
such  amendments  as  may  be  offered  thereto;  and 
hall  then  report  said  bill,  and  snch  amendments  an 
may  have  been  agreed  to  by  the  committee,  to  the 
House. 

Objection  being  made  to  the  reception  of  the  re. 
solatioa, 

Mr.  ANDREWS  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  and  thereupon  cslled  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were— yeas  114,  nays  11. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

The  resolution  was  then  modified,  so  as  to  read 
"twelve  o'clock  tomoirow  " 

Mr.  ANDREWS  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded,  and 

Tbe  main  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  in 
Ihe  affirmative. 

So  tbe  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BANKS  asked  leave  to  submit  the  following 
resolution: 

Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Ihe  Post  Office 
and  Poit  Road.sbe  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex. 
pediency  of  establishing  a  mail  route  from  Gordon- 
ville,  Orange  county,  to  Madison  Court  House,  Vir- 
ginia. 

Objection  being  made  to  tbe  reception  of  ths 
resolntion, 

Mr.  BANKS  moved  to  suspend  the  rules;  but 
tbe  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  LEET  moved  the  following  resolntion: 

Baobied,  That  ibe  morning  hour  of  this  day  be 
appropriated  to  ihe  presematien  and  reception  of 
petitions. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  LEET  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  CARR  wished  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the 
resolution,  bat 

The  SPEAKER  informed  him  that  the  resolu- 
tion was  not  open  to  amendment. 

Mr.  CARR  ^aid  it  was  his  intention  to  move 
that  the  call  commence  with  Iowa. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Reports  from  committees  were  then  called  for, 
when 

Mr.  CRARY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  Seoate  bill  with  amendments,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  authorize  the  Legislatures  of  the 
Slates  of  Arkansa!),  Louisiana,  and  Tennessee,  to 
sell  the  lands  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  use  of 
schools  in  those  Slates." 

Mr.  FECK  moved  to  refer  the  bill,  with  the 
amendments,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  TURKEY  hoped  that  the  motion  would  not 
prevail,  as  it  would  defeat  tbe  measure.  He  de- 
tired  that  the  bill  be  now  taken  np  and  passed; 
and  could  see  no  reason  why  it  should  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  QIDDINGS  here  asked  the  consent  of  the 
House  to  permit  him  to  allude  to  a  matter  personal 
to  himtelf.  He  wished  to  call  attention  to  an  arti- 
cle in  the  National  Intelligencer  of  Ibis  morning, 
and  said  that  the  character  of  his  constituenis  re- 
quired it; 

Mr.  TURNEY  objected,  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  another  subject  before  tlie  House. 

Mr.  BRIQGS  moved  that  Mr.  GioDiiras  have 
leave  to  proceed. 

'    The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  tbe 
affirmative. 

So  leave  was  granted. 

Tbe  article  referred  to  by  Mr.  Giddihos  was 
then  read,  as  followt: 

"Mr.  Thompson  of  South  Carolina  would  appeal 
to  the  honorable  member  from  Georgia  to  say  whe- 
ther it  was  prudent  or  proper,  in  this  discussion  of 
a  topic  (however  improperly  dragged  into  this  de- 
bate) upon  which  every  Southern  man  should  only 
feel  as  a  Southern  man,  lo  be  provoking  this  fami- 
ly quarrel  between  Southern  Whigs  and  Southern 
Democrats;  and  whether  it  is  just  to  regard  the  wry 
otMureit  of  the  ob$turt  members  of  the  Whig  party 
tu  an  exponent  of  tbe  feelings  and  opinions  of  that 
parly  on  this  subject.  Would  it  not  be  belter, 
more  fair,  and  more  just  to  wail  one  short  month 
and  bear  the  distinguished  head  of  that  party  speak 
for  himself  1  Mr.  T.  would  pledge  himself  that 
Gen.  Harriion  will  so  speak  and  act  upon  the  sub- 


ject of  Aboliiioo  as  to  satisfy  even  the  member 
from  Georgia,  and  to  seal  forever  his  lips,  exceptin 
praise." 

Mx.  GIDDINGS  said  that  he  took  tbe  first  oeea- 
(after  the  member  from  Sonth  Carolina  [Mr. 
Thompson]  had  taken  his  teat,)  to  notice  ibW  sab- 
Ject.  This  he  wonld  not  do,  were  the  bearing  of 
that  genUrman's  remarks  confined  t«  hitttself  sole- 
ly; but  representing,  as  he  (Mr.  Q  )  did,  a  constita- 
ency  as  numerous  and  distinguished  for  their  mo- 
ral excellence  as  those  represented  by  any  other 
member,  he  could  not  pass  by  this  matter  in  siienee. 
The  words  (said  Mr.  G.)  lo  which  I  alhide,  are 
printed  tn  italics,  and  I  suppose  they  are  intended 
as  a  direct  personal  insult. 

In  reply  lo  a  remark  of  Mr.  Alfobd,  which  was 
not  heard  by  the  Reporter, 

Mr.  O.  said  that  it  was  related  of  a  veteran  mar- 
shal, who  had  grown  old  in  the  service  of  ^ 
country,  a«d  who  had  fought  a  hntadred  battles, 
that  he  happened  to  offend  a  young  and  fleity  offi- 
cer, who  spat  in  his  face  for  the  purpose  of  insula 
ing  him.  The  General,  taking  his  handker- 
chief from  his  pocket,  and  wiping  his  face, 
remarked:  "If  I  could  wash  your  blood  from 
my  soul  as  easily  as  I  can  this  spittle  from  my 
face,  you  should  not  live  another  day." 

I  will  (remarked  Mr,  Q-)  say  to  the  member 
from  South  Carc^ioa  [Mr.  Thompson]  that  I  claim 
no  station  superior  to  the  most  bumble,  nor  infe- 
rior to  the  most  exalted.  In  representing  what  I 
believe  to  be  the  views  of  my  people,  and  what  I 
deem  their  interests,  and  the  interests  of  the  North, 
I  made  the  remarks  I  did;  and,  in  answer 
to  which,  Ihe  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr. 
Coopib]  made  allusion  to  my  district,  and 
the  vote  given  at  the  late  Presidential  election.  In 
reply  to  ihis,  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina 
tcok  it  upon  himtelf  publicly  to  assign  me  a  sta- 
tion, ''the  vtry  otieurut  of  At  tiscure  memftcri  tftk* 
Whig  parly."  1  say  to  the  member,  that  at  tbe 
North  we  have  a  different  mode  of  punishing  in- 
sults from  what  exists  at  the  South.  With  us,  tb* 
man  who  wantonly  assails  another,  is  punished 
by  public  sentiment.  To  that  sentiment  I  appeal. 
It  will  do  justice  both  to  tbe  member  and  myself. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  that  if  the  member  from 
Ohio  had  understood  him  as  refiecting  upon  bis 
constituents,  be  (Mr.  T.)  was  very  sore  no  other 
member  had.  Mr.  T.  sat  for  hours  listening  to  the 
coarse  losulis  of  the  member  from  Ohio  opon  the 
whole  Sonih.  He  wonld  not  say  ihat  he  bad 
writhed  under  those  insultf;  on  the  contrary,  they 
had  produced  no  inch  effect;  and,  if  be  had  been 
in  the  place  of  the  member  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  CooPBB,]  he  should  have  treated  the 
reuarks  of  the  member  from  Ohio  with  ■ 
sovereign,  profound,  and  silent  contempt  He 
bad  seen  the  almost  universal  disapprobation 
of  .the  course  of  that  member  amongst  ths 
new  members  from  tbe  non-slavebolding  States 
^a  disapprobation  almost  as  general  and  as  s'rong 
as  that  of  the  members  Trom  the  Sonth.  As  to  the 
estimation  in  which  he  (Mr.  T.)  held  that  member, 
this  was  a  matter  of  taste;  and  Mr.  T.  believed 
that  if  an  issue  on  the  whole  subject  were  presented 
to  the  House,  the  opinion  which  he  had  expressed 
would  be  sustained. 

Mr.  COOPER  of  Georgia  said  be  only  wanted 
to  disclaim  one  thing  on  a  point  on  which  Mr. 
Thompson's  were  predicated  concerning  the  genlle- 
man  from  Ohio;  and  that  is,  said  Mr.  C.  that  I 
never  did,  in  word,  deed,  or  thonght,  charge  upon 
the  Whiga,  as  a  party,  that  which  the  gentleman 
says  I  d:d. 

ELECTION  OP  PRESIDENT  AND  ViCE  PRE- 
SIDENT OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

This  being  tbe  day  specially  set  apart  by  a  joint 
resolution  for  tbe  two  Houses  to  convene  in  joint 
meeting  at  twelve  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  open- 
ing and  counting  tbe  electoral  votes  given  by  the 
several  States  for  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  boor  of  13  o'clock  having 
arrived, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIOGS,  it  was 

Oritred,  That  the  Clerk  inform  the  Senate  that 
the  House  is  now  ready  to  receive  the  Senate,  and 
to  proceed  in  opening  the  eertiftcatet,  and  in  eovnt* 
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.inf  tbe  yptes,  of  ihe  Electors  for  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  Uaited  States. 
The  Clerk  hAve  delivered  the  said  message, 
The  Senate  attended  in  the  Hall  of  the  House; 
the  Pnsident  of  the  Senate  was  invited  to  a  seat  pro- 
vided for  him  on  the  right  of  the  Speaker,  which 
he  occapied;  and  the  Senators  having  taken  the 
seals  set  apart  for  their  accommodation,         n 

TheViCB  Pbssidcnt  of  the  Uaited  States,  in 
preaenee  of  the  two  Hoases  of  CoDgress,  proceeded 
to  open  the  certificates  of  tbe  Electors  of  Preudent 
•ad  Vice  President  of  tbe  United  States,  beginning 
with  those  of  the  State  of  Maine,  and  ending  with 
the  State  of  Michigan;  and  tbe  tellers,  Mr.  Pres- 
ton on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  CtrsBiNo 
•nd  Mr.  Jobh  W.  Joncs  on  the  pan  of  tbe  House, 
having  read,  coonied,  and  registered  the  same, 
making  duplicate  lists  thereof,  and  the  lists  being 
compared,  they  were  delivered  to  the  Vicx  Presi- 
BCNT  of  the  United  Slates,  and  are  as  follows: 

ST^TEMBMT  qf  the  votes  ftr  Pundtnt  md  Vke 
PrtHdent  of  the  Vnitid  Slatet  for  four  ye»i  fiom 
ith  Marek,  1841. 
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Tbe  PRESIDENT  of  the  Senate  then  announced 
the  state  of  the  vote  to  the  two  Hoases  of  Congress 
in  joint  meeting  assembled,  and  declared  that  W  il- 
liam  Henry  Harrison  of  Ohio,  having  a  majtrity  of 
the  whole  number  of  electoral  voles,  is  duly  elected 
President  of  the  United  States  for  four  years,  coro- 
meneiag  with  the  fourth  day  of  March  next,  1841; 
and  that  John  Tyler  of  Virginia,  bavioga  majority 
of  the  whole  number  of  electoral  roies,  is  duly 
elected  Vice  President  of  the  United  Slates  for  four 
year?,  commencing  with  the  fourth  day  of  March 
next,  1841. 

Tbe  joint  meeting  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congren 
was  then  dissolved,  and  (he  Seaaie  rctarned  to  its 
chamber. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ,  from  tb*  Joint  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode,  fcr  ascer- 
laingthe  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President  of 
Ihe  United  States,  and  of  certifying  tbe  persons 
elected  of  their  election,  presenting  the  following 
in  eoDtiDtiatioik  of  their  report! 


Uaobud,  That  a  committee  of  one  member  of  the 
Senate,  to  be  appointed  by  that  body  to  join 
a  committee  of  two  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  be  appointed  by  that  House, 
to  wait  en  William  Hinrt  Hibrison  cf 
Ohio,  and  (o  notify  him  that  he  has  been  duly 
elected  President  of  ih*  United  Slates  for  four 
years,  commencing  with  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1841. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted  tun.  eon. 

Tbe  House  then  adjoorned  until  11  o'clock  lo- 
morrow  morning. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tbdbsoat,  February  11, 1841. 
'  Mr.  BUCHANAN  preseited  a  memorial  of  a 
number  of  the  citizens  of  Lancaster  county,  Pa. 
praying  the  eslablishment  of  a  mail  route;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tbe  Post  Office 
and  PoNt  Roads. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  preseiiled  ihe  memorial  of  the 
New  Orleans  and  Nashville  Railrcad  Company, 
praying  an  extension  of  time  for  the  payment 
of  duties  on  railroad  iron;  which  vas  re'erred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WRIOBT,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Illinois,  of  the  Red  river  Railroad 
Company,  and  ef  the  New  Oileans  and  Nashville 
Railroad  Company,  moved  lo  amend  the  bill  for 
relief  certain  railroad  companies  therein  named, 
by  including  the  above  named  companies  within  its 
provisions;  which  was  agreed  tc;  and  the  bill,  as 
amended,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  of  315 
citizens  of  Ohio,  praying  for  Ihe  recognition  cf  the 
indepeadence  of  Hayli;  which  was  laid  on  Ihe 
table. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  tbe  Committee  rn  Fi- 
nance, to  which  was  referred  the  House  bill,  an- 
thoiiziag  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  reported  the 
same  wiihout  amendment,and  gave  notice,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  instructions  ot  the  committee,  that 
he  would  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clcck,  ask  the  Senate 
to  lake  it  up  for  consideraiion. 

Mr.  FIERCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Lot  Strick- 
lin,  and  Ihe  petition  of  Thomas  Cluantrill,  a'ked 
to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof;  which  was  pgreed  to. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  peiitioa  of  214  citi- 
zens of  Ohio,  praying  that  the  seat  of  the  Gkneral 
Government  may  be  removed  from  Washington  to 
Cincinnati.  Mr.  T.  said  as  there  was  not  time  to  act 
opon  this  snbj<ct  at  tbe  present  session,  be  wonld 
move  to  lay  it  upon  tbe  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ROANE,  it  was  orderel, 
that  Nicholas  Pool  have  leave  lo  withdraw  his  pe- 
tition and  papers. 

Mr.  STURGEON,  from  the  Committee  on  Re- 
volutionary Claim«,  reported  a  bill  for  Ihe  relief  cf 
Ihe  heirs  of  Frederick  Seigle;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  lecond  reading. 

Mr.  KING,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
owners  of  the  Bri:ish  brig  Despatch,  made  an  ad- 
verse report  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  resolution  submitted  some  days  since  by 
Mr.  LiHN,  in  relation  to  repealing  fire  arms,  was 
agreed  to. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Pennell  and  others, 
owners  of  the  Eliza  of  Brunswick; 

The  bill  for  the  ralief  of  the  Steamboat  Company 
of  Nantucket; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Caspar  W.  Weaver; 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  companies  of 
Missouri  volunteer.*;  and 

The  bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled  "Aii  act  to  en- 
able the  claimants  to  land  within  the  limits  of  Mis- 
souri and  Ti'rritory  cf  Arkansas  to  institute  pro- 
ceedings lo  try  tbe  validity  of  their  claims,"  ap- 
proved the  36ih  of  May,  1834,  and  an  act  amend- 
ing the  same,  and  extending  the  provisions  of  said 
ac's  lo  claimants  to  land  within  the  States  of  Lou- 
isiana and  Mississippi; 
wrre  severally  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judicia- 


ry, to  which  Ihe  subject  was  referred,  reported  a 
bil  for  ascertaining  and  seltttng  the  Southern  booiH 
dary  line  of  ihe  Territory  of  Iowa;  which,  after 
some  remarks  by  Messrs.  LINN,  SMITH  of  Indi- 
ana, ANDERSON,  and  WALL,  waaread,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  gave  netice  that  he  woald 
to-mt-rrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  hHt  to  prevent 
the  interference  of  certain  Federal  officers  in  elec- 
tions. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  from  the  Committeeoo  daiaw, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  De  Forest  Manioe} 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  readioi;. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  dti' 
sens  of  Oneida  connty,  remonstrating  against  the 
passage  of  any  bankrupt  law  which  may  be  retro- 
active in  its  operations;  which  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  ordered  to  be  primed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  a  memoiial  of  citi- 
zrns  of  Gforgetown,  and  of  that  portion  of  the 
county  of  Washington  west  of  Rock  Creek,  asking 
for  a  relroceksiun  of  ihat  part  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  lo  the  State  of  Maryland;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  from  tbe  Joint  Commiiiee  ap- 
pcined  to  wait  on  Willuh  Hknet  Haaaiaoii,  of 
Ohio,  and  inform  him  that  be  has  been  constitu- 
tionally elected  by  the  electors  of  tbe  several  Stales 
President  cf  the  United  Slates  for  four  years  from 
the  4th  day  of  March,  1841,  reported  that  ihey  had 
performed  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  that  Gen. 
Harrison  said  in  reply,     _ 

"That  he  receives  this  tnanifestation  of  tbe  confi- 
dence of  his  countrymen  with  profound  gratitode, 
and  that  he  will  earnestly  devote  himself  to  the 
diicbai^e  of  the  dnties  it  imposes,  so  as,  according 
to  his  best  abilities,  to  promote  the  honor  and  wel- 
fare of  the  country." 

Mr.  PRENTISS  submitted  the  following  resola- 
tion  for  consideration: 

Raotved,  That  the  act  entitled  "An  actgrantirg 
half  pay  and  pensions  io  certain  widows,  approvad 
July  7, 1838,"  ought  not  to  be  construed  lo  deprive 
any  widow  of  its  benefits,  in  eonseqnence  of  her 
having  married  after  Ihe  decease  of  ihe  hutband 
for  whose  service,  she  may  claim  lo  be  allowed  a 
pension  or  annuity  under  said  act,  provided  she 
was  a  widow  at  tbe  time  the  same  was  passed;  and 
that  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be  instrocted  to  re- 
pott  a  bill  to  that  effect. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  taken  np,  con- 
sidered as  in  commiiiee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading; 

The  bill  to  authorize  Ihe  granting  letters  testa- 
mentary and  of  administration  to  aliens  in  ihe  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sebastian  Butcher,  and 
the  heiis  and  legal  representatives  of  Bartholomew 
Butcher,  Michael  Butcher,  and  Peter  Bloom. 

The  bill  anihorizing  a  patent  lo  be  issued  to  Jo- 
seph Campaa  for  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  tbe 
Slate  of  Michigan. 

The  bill  confirming  lo  Joseph  Kennedy,  assignee 
of  Cornelius  McCnrtin,  bis  title  to  an  island  in  the 
Tensaw  river,  in  the  Stale  of  Alabama. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Madame  De 
Lusser,  and  their  legal  representatives. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Adam  D.  Stenart. 

The  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs  and  le- 
gal representatives  of  Pierre  Dolet,  deceased,  to  a 
tract  of  land  in  Louisiana. 

THE  BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy  ihroughout  the  United  Slater,  being 
taken  up  as  in  commitiee  of  the  whole — 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  said  he  wished  lo 
say  a  few  words  on  ihe  bill  generally,  and  there- 
fore he  should  be  glad  if  the  Senator  ttom  Ar- 
kansas [Mr.  Sevibr]  would  withdraw  his  motion 
to  lay  the  bill  en  tbe  table. 

Mr.  BENTON  saidh*  toe  wished  to  say  some- 
thing on  the  bill. 

Mr.  SEVIER  consented  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  proceeded  to  speak 
in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Calhooii  ]   Be  denied  that  the  bankrapt  tow  «oiiM 
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be  made  to  extend  to  the  New  Bngltnd  corpomte 
bodies,  to  which  the  Senator  from  Sonlh  Cam- 
ink  bad  alluded,  whose  constiiation  and 
powers  be  ezplaioed  and  elacidaied.  They 
were  public  corporalions,  acting  as  public 
futetionaries  for  the  carrying  oat  of  the  d(- 
a%QS  of  the  GoTemoieni,  some  of  them  With  li- 
mited Irgislatire  antbonty,  and  therefore  they 
eoald  neither  be  tared  nor  made  subject  to  a  bank- 
mpt  law.  Again,  he  denied  the  existence  of  the 
dtetittction  wbucfa  had  been  attempted  to  be  drawn 
between  the  banks  which  were  State  property  and 
the  banks  which  were  indiridoal  property.  The 
eonrt  bad  decided  that  if  a  State  min^iecl  with  indi- 
Yidnals  and  parUeipated  with  them  in  the  ordinary 
bnclBess  of  iadividails,  it  wa»,  in  rfiect,  a  dispen- 
ntion  with  its  public  character,  and  the  assump- 
tion ef  that  of  an  individtial.  To  form  a  currency 
wa»  ait  attribute  of  sovereignty;  and  would  any 
one  say  that  because  these  bante  weie  Stale  pro- 
perty, th^  were  of  a  gOTemmental  eharacteil 
ne  ereation  of  a  currency  this  Oovemment  bad 
taken  to  itself;  the  Stales  bad  fiatnaietei  the 
Bower,  and  the  States  cannot  exercise  that  power 
if  they  would.  Bat  if  they  could,  such  power 
woald  be  political  in  its   aatnre,    and   its  exer. 

'etse  would  require  a  political  orgabizatien 
by  anthoiity  of  the  people.  The  true  charac- 
ter of  banks  bad  been  lost  sight  of  in  ttus 
argument;  if  it  bad  been  borne  in  mind,  no  g-'ntle* 
man  would  say  that  they  ought  to  be  excluded  from 
the  operation  of  ibis  bit!,  for  they  were  neither  of  a 
paUie  nor  of  a  civil  and  municipal  character.  If 
banks  CDOld  be  exeladed  on  the  ground  of  their 
public  character,  for  the  same  reason  might  some 
kieorporated  mercantile  firms  be  excluded,  as  might 
also  other  classes  of  corporated  persons,  whose  bn< 
siness  required  legislative  regulation.  There  were 
turnpike  roads,  and  ferries,  and  markets,  and  grist 
mills,  and  various  others,  that  were  regulated  by  le- 
gislative aaibority,  because  they  were  connected 
with  the  public  interest;  they  were  as  much  under 
kgislativs  control  at  banks;  and  could  any  one 
say  because  they  were  regulated  and  controlled  by 
legislative  authority  for  ibe  public  interest,  they 
wete  excluded  from  the  operation  of  a  bankrupt 
law  of  a  public  dtaracter.  He  again  dissented 
from  the  Senator  from  Sonih  Carolina,  'who  said 
ike^e  banks  could  not  b«  included  in  the  operation 
of  a  bankrupt  law,  inaimoch  as  they  were 
■ot  traders;  anid  he  conteBded  that  they,  as  traders 
in  (ommercial  paper,  were  as  much  within  the  obli- 
ga&>ns  of  the  lav  as  any  other  class  of  traders. 
Bat  he  objected  to  this  bill  as  inexpedient,  and  as 
4b}eetionablcitt  its  character.  It  was,  in  fact,  an 
txpo*t  fuio  law.  He  was  aware  the  Supreme 
Coart  of  tbe  United  States  had  decided  that  a  pto- 
hibiled  a  pt*l  /ado  law  was  in  its  ebaracet  of  a 
criminal  law  only;  but  he  (Mr.  Smith)  contend- 
ed that  it  wasequally  unoonstitutiooal  in  retpeet  to 
civil  as  to  criminal  transactions;  and  what  was  this 
bankrapt  bill  but  as  ix  post  fieto  law,  intended  to 
operate  on  past  mercantile  and  trading  trans- 
actions, and  on  contracts  under  which  pro- 
petty  was  parted  with^  without  reference 
to  soeh  an  enaNstmen*,  which  '  would  be  as 
■ajast  as  to  charge,  by  legislative  enactment, 
the  rats  of  interest  on  leans  made  antecedentlyl 
Now  snch  a  law  should  only  operate,  as  in  chan- 
eaiy  practice,  on  contraetsmade  and  anfnl^lled,  for 
ibe  reason  that  the  contract  was  defective,  and 
could  not  be  carried  oaL  But  he  thought  snch  a 
btv  was  objectionable  also,  a.«  it  woold  place  the 
himcst  trader  iri  tbe  mercy  of  the  dishonest;  as  it 
woilld  pnt  the  goods  of  the  prudent  and  industrioiw 
crediior  in  tbe  hands  of  the  improvident  and  ex- 
travagant, who  would  therebr  be  encouraged  to 
mn  into  debt;  and  for  ibaee  and  other  various  rva- 
soaa  which  he  gave,  ha  objected  to  the  passage  of 
tUsbilL 

At  the  close  of  his  remarks,  tbe  Senate  wcM  into 
Bnentive  session. 

.     And  t^n  adjotuned. 


HOUSE  OP  RBPRESBNTATIVES, 
TmrHSDAr,  February  II,  1841. 

After  the  journal  had  been  read,  Mr.  Stislt 
was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee  on 
Eipenditnres  on  tbe  Public  Buildings. 

It  appeared  by  tbe  reading  of  ihajonmal  this 
morning,  that  Mr.  CtwHiNo  aad  Mr.  Wise  were  ap- 
pointed on  tbe  part  of  this  House  of  thq  joint  com- 
mittee to  wail  on  General  WiiLiiM  HKiniTH4au- 
SON  and  notify  him  of  his  election  as  President  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  Passroir  is  of  tbe  eommit- 
(ee  on  tbe  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BVBBETT,  by  leave,  presented  the  resola- 
lions  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  in  relatipn  to 
tbe  late  New  Jersey  contested  election  case;  which 
were  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BRIGOS  moved  that  the  Hons2  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  resume  the  eoasideiaiion  of  the  Pen- 
sion bill.  ' 

Tbe  SPEAKER  said  there  were  two  conflieiing 
orders  before  tbe  House,  viz:  the  steamboat  bills, 
and  tbe  resolution  adopted  yesterday,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Andbcws,  that,  at  twelve  o'clock  to-day,  tbe 
debate  on  the  Pension  bill  shall  cease,  and  that  tbe 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole  shall,  at  that  time,  pro- 
ceed to  vote  apon  said  bill,  and  snch  amendments 
as  may  be  ofivred  thereto;  and  shall  then  report 
said  bill,  and  such  amendments  as  may  have  been 
agreed  to  by  tbe  committee,  to  the  House.  Tbe 
SPEAKER  said  that  the  only  way  to  dispose  of 
these  orders  would  be  by  devoting  tbe  morning  hour 
10  ihe  consideration  of  the  steamboat  bills. 

Mr.  BRIQGS  moved. to  postpone  Ibe  eonsidera- 
tisn  of  tbe  steamboat  bills  antii  to-morrow,  at  13 
oVilock. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH  would  prefer  Monday  next. 

Mr.  MORGAN  suggested  Tuesday,  tbe  16;h 
last.  Monday  being  petition  day. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

So  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  steamboat  bills  was 
postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

PENSION  BILL. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on 
the  stale  of  tbe  Union,  (Mr.  Cufpobd  in  the 
Chair,)  and  resumed  Ihe  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  ibe  payment  of  Revolu- 
lionary  ant  other  pensioners  of  the  United  S'ates 
for  the  year  1841.  Tbe  quemion  pendiait  was  tbe 
amendment  to  the  bill,  offered  by  Mr.  Tbomhoh 
of  South  Carolina,  to  appropriate  one  biudred 
thonsand  dollars,  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Seciethij  of  War,  for  tbe  benefit  of  sneh 
of  the  SemiSoie  chiefs  and  warriors  asmay  snnen- 
der  for  emigration. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  being  entitled  to  the 
floor,  observed,  that  in  tbe  few  remarks  be  had  to 
make,  be  should  not  go  out  of  his  way  to  travel 
over  the  ground  occupied  by  many  other  gentle- 
men. Neither  would  he  make  any  attack  upon 
the  member  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  GiDDiaos.]  He 
would  endeavor  lo  confine\himself  to  the  bnainess 
before  the  committee. 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  I^omp 
son]  to  the  pension  bill.  He,  Mr.  8.  r^etied  that 
the  passage  of  that  bill  shoaM  be  delayed  a  liogle 
moment,  as  it  was  due  to  the  country  that  itsbo^^ 
pass  immediately.  But,  inasmuch  as  the  amend- 
ment had  been  introduced,  he  deemed  it  his  dn^  to 
say  a  few  words  in  opposition  to  it. 

After  some  faitber  remarks,  Mr.  S.  proceeded  to 
say  that  he  believed  the  Florida  war  originated  cnI 
jqatifiable  pnands,  but  whetbw  that  war  had  been 
proseeuted  so  vigorea«ly  as  it  ought  to  have  been, 
be  would  not  then  prettnd  to  discuss.  He  had  un- 
derstood that  it  bad  been  the  object  of  the  Gorem- 
ment  to  bring  the  war  to  a  dose  in  a  way  honora- 
ble to  a  warlike  power.  But  now,  in  the  last 
d^t  of  the  present  Administralieii,  a  ptopesition 
is  made  by  one  of  the  opposite  party  to  Iwy  oat 
tboee  Indians.    He,  Mr.  8.  believed  it  the  4v9  of 


the  GoveriHnent  to  bring  these  Indians  to  an  on- 
conditional  submission,  and  not  (p  bring  tbe  war  to 
a  close  by  giving  them  moitey,ammanition,4e.  He 
did  not  think  this  cou-se  proper  for  ending  the  war, 
and  more  especially  as  all  the  obloquy  woold  be 
thrown  upon  the  present  Administration. 

Mr.  8.  then  alluded  to  tte  remarks  of  Mr.  W. 
TBomsoN  in  inliodncing  tbe  amendment,  and  re- 
minded thatgentleman  thai,  in  tbe  coming  Adminis- 
tration, they  would  have  a  hero — a  war  king — at 
the  head  of  it,  nnder  whose  direction,  if  report  was 
trae,  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  bringing  these 
Indians  to  unconditional  submission. 

Mr.  8.  after  expressing  atsome  length  his  opinion 
that  there  was  no  daeger  of  a  war  with  Great 
Britain,  as  antieipated  by  the  member  from  South 
Carolina,  went  on  to  say  that  he  wanted  the  war  in 
Florida  ended,  but  ended  in  an  honorable  way. 
Rather  than  it  should  be  terminate^  in  any  other 
way,  be  was  willing  to  entail  it  upon  the  eoming 
Adminifiration,  and  if  they  choee  to  fight  it  out, 
then  let  them  have  all  the  glory.  Bat  if  they  ahoaU 
think  proper  to  tay  the  Indians  ooi,  then  let  them 
have  all  tbe  infiamy^ 

But  if  the  Indiuis  were  already  "coming  in"  so 
fast,  where  was  the  neoessity  for  buying  them  out. 

After  some  remarks  in  reply  to  the  speech  of  Mr. 
PaoFnr  on  a  former  day,  Mr.  S.  concluded  by  sub- 
mittiiig  tbe  following  amendmeat: 

"Pnvidid,  That  money  hereby  appropriated  shall 
be  charged  and  considered  as  advanced  payment 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  the  Stmiatlu 
under  the  provirions  of  the  treaty  held  at  Payne^ 
Landing  on  the  9th  day  of  May,  1833." 

Mr.  BRIGGS  was  surprised  at  the  eoaiae  taken 
by  the  gentleman  from  ladiana.  The  proposiikm 
for  thus  ending  the  war  caow  from  tbe  Secretary  of 
War  himself,  and  it  fell  upon  his  (Mr.  B*s)  eaie 
wi\h  faU  satisfaetion. 

Hie  hour  of  twelve  having  arrived,  die  CHAIR 
anneonced  that  tbe  discussion,  in  pursaanoe  of  the 
reselntion  adopted  yesterday,  most  terminate. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  sending  to  tbe  Clerk's  table 
the  following  letters,  which  were  read  for  informa- 
tion: 

"Hbad  dnAnnns  Asmt  of  nw  Sonv, 
"Tampa,  Janaaiy  96,  ld4I. 

"Sim  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  I  have 
now  within  the  chain  ef  sentiaels~at  this  pest  150 
Indians.  Ten  of  that  nomber  are  of  ihe  Mickasu* 
kies,  and  the  balance  of  the  Tallahassee  tribe. 
This  I  view  in  a  favorable  light,  as  their  principal 
chief,  BehorBmathIa  is  with  them,  and  they  have 
stated  that  their  object  in  coming  in  is  for  die  pur- 
pose of  emigrating.  Rnnnen  it  the  Hiekasukie 
tribe  h«ve  been  sent  out  ftom  Forts  Clineh  and  No. 
4,  who  have  leported  that  ihey  eoald  bring  in  fifty 
or  sixty  of  their  band.  They  are  daily  expected 
here.  , 

"EBtonld  this  result  prove  fttvorable,  it  will  be  n 
leading  feature  in  terminating  this  war,  partiealar- 
ly  as  it  is  eottibined  with  the  arrival  yesterday  of  n 
party  of  Seminoles,  from  Pease  creek,  under  charge 
of  my  Aid-de-Camp,  Lieutenant  L.  A.  Araiatead, 
6th  infkntry. 

■It  is  mtuh  to  be  flwred  that  it  will  take  some 
time  before  any  odwrs  in  that  pertion  of  the  eoifn- 
try  will  be  induced  to  eonae  in,  notwithstanding 
every  exertion  on  my  part  has  been  made  to  indoee 
than  to  do  so;  bat  I  shall  s(m  ctrntinoe  to  negotiate 
wuh  hopes  of  soeeeas. 

'So  far  as  it  relates  to  the  Tkllahassees,  appear- 
ances are  &vorable,  provided  no  disappointment 
oecuis  from  the  promises  and  stipalaiions  which 
I  have  make  them,  and  which  I  tnut  will  be  com- 
plied with  on  the  part  of  tbe  OoTamment.  These 
stipulations  were  detailed  in  bay  communication  to 
tbe  Depaitment  on  the  16dt  inst.  and  I  am  con- 
viaeed  that,  bad  money  been  famished  me  at  an 
early  period,  Ais  war  wooU  have  been  termi- 
nated, asthese people  have  bnt  Uule  Caith  in  pro- 
mises. ;-,;*;_-_j  i. 

"I  have  jost  eoadadeda  talk  with  Beho-BmatUn, 
ibeCUsfof  the  TalUha^sess,  whs  says  tbM  the 
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lemaiader  of  his  people  will  be  in  in  two  or  three 
weeks — many  of  them  are  la  Middle  Florida.  He 
has  sent  raooeis  out  to  tbem  wiih  a  talk,  which 
will,  no  doul>t,inda:e  th^m  to  meet  him  41  this  post 
in  twenty  days.     , 

"I  bare  despa*ched  in  a  steamboat  my  Assistant 
Adjutant  Geneial  Is  Key  Biscayne  to  conduct  to 
bis  post  the  thirty-two  Indians  captured  by  Liea- 
teoant  Colonel  .Harney  in  the  Everglades.  Oa 
their  arrival  I  shall  ship  thenk  with  those  now  here, 
making  in  the  wbole  180,  for  their  new  home  sin 
Arkansas,  on  the  15th  proximo. 

"Enclosed  1  transmit  leporls  from  Lt.  Col. 
Clarke  and  L'.  Cul.  Loomis. 

"I  am,  sir,  &c. 

"W.  K.  ARMISTEAD, 
"Brigadier  Gen.  Com.  Army  in  Florida. 
"Hon.  J.  R.  Pomsrrr,  Secrsiary  ot  War. 

"Enddrted. — Respectfully  transmitted  to  the  Hon. 
AVxo'bT  Tamupr-oN,  jr.  for  his  information,  and 
that  of  the  Committee  on  Miliiai"^  Affiiis,  by  his 
obedient  servant,  J.  R.  POrNSETT." 

"War  Deparimeni,  P<b.  10, 1841. 
"At  Port  Bro"k.>,  Tampa  Bay,  ihere  are  now  in 
30  Indians.  At  Fort  Clinch,  on  the  Withlacoochee, 
Echo-Emathia  has  come  in  with  41  Tallahassee 
Indian!',  and  at  Port  Annntahga  Tiger  Tail  wiih 
33.  Colonel  Clark's  command,  which  left  Tampa 
a  short  time  since  for  the  Withlacoochee  to  cfcort 
in  a  parly  of  Indian!<,  is  expected  to  return  10  Tampa 
on  the  20th  of  Januaiy.  Col.  Clarke  has  with  him 
32  Indian;,  mostly  Tailahassees.and several  Micka> 
snkies. 

"The  steamer  T.  Salmon  left  Tampa  on  the  19ih 
instant  for  Kev  Biscayne  fur  30  Indian;,  (Spanish 
Indian;,)  the  women  and  children  of  the  party 
captured  by  Col.  Harnry  a  short  lime  since. 

"At  Fort  Amisiead,  eleven  Indians  are  in.  At 
Peace's  Creek  several  families  are  expected  to 
meet  a  conveyance  sent  thereto  convey  them  to 
Tampa.  Eoriy  Indians  have  come  in  at  Fort 
King,  and  4  at  No.  4  near  Cedar  Keys,  and  19 
more  have  since  gone  in  to  Fort  Clineb. 

"In  all  there  are  now  at  the  different  posts  340 
Indians  to  be  brought  together  at  Tampa  Bay  as 
soon  as  practicable,  nodcr  sufficient  escoris  for 
emigration  to  Arkanns  la  the  early  pan  of  Febru- 
ary. Of  the  60  Indians  at  Fort  Clinch,  40  are  war^ 
riois,  and  of  the  whole  240,  probably  80  or  90  are 
warriors. 

'-By  letters  from  Cedar  Eefs,  it  appears  72  In- 
dians have  gone  in  recently  to  Fort  King-.  Rumor 
says  Col.  Ileily  caice  on  with  a  party  of  40  or  30, 
-  *  who  have  pa.<3eB,  and  they  went  into  Fort  King 
with  him.  By  good  information  I  have  heard  Col. 
Harney  has  a  second  time  captured  12  Indians. 

"By  a  letter  received  from  Mr.  Hernandez,  a 
memberof  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida,  it 
nppears  thai  Col.  Harney  has  fallen  in  with  the  In- 
dians a  third  time,  and  has  captured  1 15. 

"If  these  rumors  are  true,  and  they  are  at  lea&t 
extremely  probab'e,  there  are  nearly  500  Indians 
who  have  surrendered,  and  are  ready  for  emigpe- 
■  lion.  More  Indians  have  been  killed  by  the  ora* 
rations  in  Florivia  daring  the  past  eight  months 
than  for  two  years  before. 

CHARLES  McCORMICK, 
"Asat.  Surg.  U.  S.  Army." 
The  qiKstion  then  betog  on  ifae  amendment  of 
Mr.  Smith  to  ihe  amendment  of  Mr.  THuuPioH, 

Mr.  GR.4HAM  of  North  Carolina  wished  to 
submit  Ihe  following  as  a  further  anendmeBl: 

"Skc'  2.  Be  Ufisrtktr  maeUd,  That  one  hundred 
thousand  doilan  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  sppro- 
prialed,  to  be  expended  n^r  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  ef  War,  fir  the  removal,  8nbsi.<-tenoe, 
and  benf  fit  of  such  of  the  Seminole  Indiaa  chiels 
and  warriors  as  may  surrender  for  emigration. 

"Sxc.  3.  Be  Ufurtber  tnaetti.  That  no  rifles,  ac 
arms  of  any  kind,!>hall  be  delivered  to  said  Indians 
natil  they  reach  the  western  bank  ef  the  Mi>sis- 
sippi  river." 

-    Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  modified  his  amendmeat 
so  as  to  inelude  the  abuve. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  amendment  of 

Mr.  Surm,  it  was  put  and  decided  in  ihe  negative 

The  question  then  being  on  the  amendm'^nt  of 

Mr.  TH0MMe>,  as  modifted,  it  was  agreed  to. 

After  tlM  rejection  of  two  pcopoaed  amendments 


by  Blessrs.  Cbabb  and  Cave  Jobmson,  as  not  in 
•  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the  com- 
mittee ro^  and  reported  the  bill  as  amended  U>  the 
House. 

And  the  question  beings  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
nem, 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  rose  to  inquire  of  the  Chair 
whether  the  amendment  reported  was  in  order. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  not  for  him  to  decide 
as  to  the  competency  of  the  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  as  to  their  amendmen's.  The  House  could 
however  vote  such  amendments  dowD,  if  it  thought 
proper. 

Mr.  Warren,  afier  some  iniroductftry  re- 
marks, expressed  himself  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment, and  ^aid  that,  in  his  opinion,  $100,000  only 
was  U'  ccs^ary  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  and  secore 
the  peace  of  the  people.  He  could  not  sue  how 
the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  nation  could,  in  the 
least  degree,  be  compromitted  by  appropriating  the 
money  for  the  purpose  specified.  Mr.  W.  *having 
concluded  his  remarks, 

Mr.  JAMESON  moved  the  previous  q'lestioh, 
which  was  ordered;  and. 

The  quciiion  now  being  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment, 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  thereupon  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  wbicit  were  ordered,  and  were — 
yeas  158,  nays  14,  as  follow^: 

TEAS— Messn.  Adams,  Alford,  Jadson  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrew;,  Athertun, 
Bank;,  Baker,  Barnard,  Beatty,  Blackwe'l,  Bond, 
Boyd,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Albert  G 
Brown,  Btirke,  Satapson  H.  Batler,  Bynum,  Cal- 
houn, John  Campbell,  Wi'liara  JB.  Campbell,  Carr, 
Carroll,  Carter,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chinn,  Chit- 
tenden, Clark,  Chfford,  Connor,  W.  R.  Confer^ 
Crabb,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cu$hirg,  John  D<ivis, 
Garrett  Davis,  Oawton,  Deberry,  Ocnnis,  Dcllet, 
Doe,  Djif,  Earl,  Eastman,  Edwards,  Ely,  Evans, 
Everett,  Fillmore,  Pine,  Pishrr,  Galbraitb,  Gates, 
Gentry,  Ooode,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves,  Green, 
Qr:ffio,  Giionrll,  Habersham,  Hall,  John  Hast- 
ngs,  Hawe<,  Hawkins,  Hill  of  North  Carolina, 
Hillen,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Hunt.  Jackson,  James, 
Jameson  Cbarles  Johnston,  William  C<'st  John- 
son, Care  Jobntoo,  Nathaniel  Jcnt!:,  John  W. 
Jones,  Ketm,  Kembie,  Kempshall,  Kille,  King, 
Line,  Leadbelter,  Lewii,-  Lincoln,  Lucas,  Me- 
Carty,  McClure,  MeCun9ch,  McKay,  Meredith 
Mallory,  Francis  Mallory,  Marvin,  Samson  Ma- 
Foa,  Mfdin,  Miller,  Monroe,  Morgan  Mrrrow, 
Newhard,  Nisbet,  Osbornp,  Palen,  Parmertter, 
Paynter,  Peck,  Pope,  Proffl',  Randall,  Riridcn, 
Reed,  Rhett,  Ridgway,  Edward  Rogerr,  Russell, 
Samnels,  Sergeant,  Sbaw,  Simonton,  Stade, 
Albert  Smith,  Starkweather,  Steenrod,  Stuart, 
Sumter,  Swearingen,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Philip 
P.  Thomas,  Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob  Xhomsnii, 
John  B.  Thompson,  Tillmgbast,  "Toland,  Trip- 
lett,  Underwood,  Vroom,  Wagener,  Wajtner, 
Warren,  Watterson,  Weller,  Wiek,  J.  W.  Wil- 
liams,  T.  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  William*,  Christopher  H.  Williams, Winthrop, 
Wist,  and  Worihington — 158. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Black,  William  O.  Butler, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  Crary,  Cross,  Dromgoole,  Dun- 
can, Pomance,  Moore,  Petrikin,  Reynold.*,  Rive;, 
Thomas  Smith,  and  Tumey— 14. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  and  was  read  by  ihe  Clerk,  as  fol- 
lows: 
A  BILL  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of 

Revolutionary  and  other  pensions  of  the  United 

Slates,  for  ihe  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
one,  and  fdf  other  purposes. 

Be  Uentctei  by  theSmatt  and  Havat  of  RtpriunUi- 
tins  tif  ikt  IMttd  Statet  ef^meriea  in  Congress  as- 
itmbled.  That  tbe  fol'owiog  sums  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby  appropriated,  in  addition  to  former  ap- 
propriations, to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasory  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  (he  pen- 
sioners of  the  United  States,  for  Ihe  year  one  thoc- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one; 

For  the  Revolutionary  pensions  under  the  act  of 
the  eighteenth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighteen,  three  hundred  and  fourteen  ihon- 
sand  doilan; 


For  tbe  payment  of  invalid  pensions,  oite  ban* 
dred  and  seventy  theusand  dollars; 

For  prnsions  to  widows  and  «rpban«  tmder 
tbe  act  of  the  fourth  of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  four  hundred  and 
forty-eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty  one 
dollars; 

For  five  year.<'  pensions  to  widows  under  the 
act  of  the  seventh  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-tight,  one  hundred  andsixiy- 
eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  locirtern  dol- 
lar*; 

For  haff  pay  pension;,  payable  ihron^h  the  of- 
fices of  the  Second  and  Taird  Auditors,  five  thou- 
sand dollars; 

For  arrrarages,  payable  through  the  Second  Aa- 
dilnr's  rffice,  six  hundred  dollari; 

For  arrearsge.s,  payable  through  Ihe  Third  An- 
diior's  o£fice,  one  thousand  dollars. 

Skc  2.  Bt  il  fitrthir  enacted.  That  on*  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  ii  faeiebj 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  removal,  subsist- 
ence, and  benefit  of  such  of  the  Seminole  In- 
dian chiefi  and  warriors  as  may  surrender  for  emi- 
gration. 

Sbc.  3.  Bt  itfuTlhtr  enacted,  That  no  rifles,  ^r 
arms  of  any  kind,  shall  be  delivered  to  said  In- 
dians antil  ihey  teacli  the  western  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  river. 

The  queston  new  'being  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill, 

Mr.  JAMESON  moved  (he-previous  question; 
which  was  ordered. 

And  on  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided 
in  th:  affirmative. 

So  lhe~bill  was  passed. 
CIVIL  AND  DIPLO.MATIC  APPROPRIATION 
BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  tbeHonra 
lesolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Mate  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Bell  in  the  chair,)  and 
took  op  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  ihe 
civil  and  diplomalio  cxpeoies  of  the  OoverameBt 
for  the  year  1841. 

Some  explanations  look  place  between  Messrs 
CRABB  and  JONES,  of  Virginia,  in  r«l|ition  to 
the  item  appropriating  $35,000  "for  stationery,  fuel, 
printing,  and  all  other  contingent  expepscs  of  the 
Sjenate;"  after  which, 

Mr.  LINCOLN'called  upon  the  citairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  (Mr.  JoNSt)  to 
produce  kny  estimates,  if  he  had  any,  in  relation  lo 
the  following  item: 

■'For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  aiid  all  other  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  House  of  Represenialives, 
{25.000." 

Mr.  JONES  replied  that  be  had  no  estimates  be- 
yond those  which  had  been  fnmiihed  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  STANLY  was  understood  to  inquire  whe- 
ther the  stationery  for  which  money  was  now  to  be 
appropriated  had  been  purchased. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  called  for  the  estimates  refer- 
red to. 

Mr.  JONES  sent  to  the  CleikV  table  a  statement 
from  the  Clerk,  containing  the  estimates  referred  to, 
amongst  which  was  the  item  of  $10,000  for  tbe  pur- 
cha!«  of  stationery  for  the  next  Congress. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  then  moved  to  reduce  the  above 
snmof  $25,000  to  $15,000— i.  e.  striking  ont  tbe  " 
$10,000  tor  stationery  for  the  next  Congress. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  after  stating  that  Ihe  House 
would  bear  him  witn;.-s  that  he  had  not  yielded  to 
that  senseleis  cry  of  economy  which  denied  such 
just  appropriations  a;  might  b;  required  to  carty 
on  the  various  branches  of  the  public  business,  pro- 
ceeded to  comment  upon  the  abuses  which  bad  crept 
into  this  sys'ero  ol  contingent  expenditures.  He  be-  ' 
lieved  that  all  those  abuse;  which  had  crept  into 
the  administration  of  the  public  tru<its  of  tbe  eonn- 
iry  had  their  source  in  abuses  under  the  head  of 
contingencies. 

As  ore  instance  of  the  mode  in  which  the  money 
'  of  the  contingent  fund  had  been  expended,  Mr.  ll 
alluded  to  a  request  made  lo  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  to  prhit  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  oik 
Poblic  Lands,  the  expense  of  «hioh,  it  was  affirmed, 
would  not  exceed  two  or  three  hundred  dollars.    Ac 
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few  days  afterwards,  however,  aa  estimate  was 
sabmitted  by  the  Clerk  to  the  ehiirman  of  the 
Committee  on  Ways  and  Means,  asking  au  appro- 
priation  ef  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

After  spedfying  other  instaitcrs,  Mr.  L.  ex- 
preseed  his  beUef  that  it  was  time  to  inqoite  wbelber 
*it  wa>  necessary  to  expend  f  150,000a  year  foreon- 
tiogeat  expenses  over  aad  abore  pay  and  mileage. 
Tikt  House  had  ao  oontrqj  over  these  expendiinres 
ot  its  coBtingent  fnnds.  The  Committee  of  Ae- 
eoMts  h*d  no  centroi  over  them;  the  bills  were  paid 
asd  Koeipted  before  they  were  laid  befoie  the  coq- 
aittee,  and  when  it  was  too  late  to  do  any  thing  in 
regard  to  them.  Hence  it  followed  that  whenever 
the  Clerk  of  this  Hoose,  withoat  control  or  account- 
ability, s}w  fit  to  apply  the  fiinds,  the  Hoose  had 
nothing  to  do  bat  to  ratify  and  sanction  his  acts. 
Tbere  oochi,  in  Mr.  L.'<i  opinion,  to  be  some  com- 
nitiee  appointed  which  should  have  charge  of  these 
Matters  before  the  expenditures  were  made. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  of  New  Yoik  addressed  the 
eommiuee  at  mach  length  on  the  subject  of  the 
la^nses  which  had  crept  into  this  branch  of  the 
Boblie  expeoditnres,  and  of  the  gross  imposition  i 
oat  had  been  practised  in  the  form  nf  enormous 
prices  paid  for  paper,  of  contracts  made  with  sub- 
agents;  of  litht^rapby,  &c.  declaring  hie  own  free- 
dom from  responsibility  in  these  matters,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Acoounf,  by  reason  of 
the  peenliar  oonstitation  of  that  committee. 

Mr.  J.  animtdveried  'upon  the  conduct  of  the 
Clerk  in  not  attending  personally  to  the  pnrchtse  of 
stationery  and  other  articles.  Mr.  J.  contended 
that  if  the  Clerk  had  so  acted,  instead  of  employing 
Mr.  Langtree,  a  saving  of  ten  thousand  dollars  a 
year  might  have  been  made  to  GovemmeDt  in  the 
single  article  of  stationery  alone.  If  the  'Clerk 
had  goae  himself  to  Philadelphia  or  New  York, 
and  ehaiged  his  expenses,  that  would  have  com- 
ported with  the  spirit  of  ihe  joint  resolution.  But 
when  Mr.  Langiree  was  en[.loyed  as  a  sub-ageot, 
he  assumed  the  character  of  a  stationer,  nnd  went 
to  New  York,  where,  as  such,  he  procured  paper  at 
Ihe  wholesale  prices,  and  resold  it  to  Congress  at  an 
imnoense  profit.  Now,  observed  Mr.  J.  if  the 
Clerk  bad  gone  himself,  with  the  money  in  his 
haad,  he  might  have  procured  the  paper  at  the  same 
prices,  and  withoat  snbjeciing  the  Qoveroment  to 
the  additional  charge  of  Mr.  Langtree,  or  his 
profiL 

He  (Mr.  J.)  objected  against  the  employment  of 
any  third  person  by  the  Clerk.  It  was  a  viola- 
tioii  of  every  principle  of  our  Ouvernmeat  for  au 
ageat  thus  to  delegate  his  power  to  a  third  person. 

After  a  recapitulation  of  what  had  been  done  by 
' '  the  Committee  on  Aecontits  on  this  subject  at  the 
last  session,  Mr.  J.  proceeded  to  particularize  some 
of  the  articles  on  which  the  sub-agent  of  the  Clerk, 
Bfr.  Langiree,  derived  hts  profit,  andvhich  profit 
wonid  have  been  a  i;aln  to  the  GoverBmeoi  had 
the  Clerk  performed  the  duty  himself.  Mr.  J. 
nid  that  the  letter  paper  was  charged  at'f  6  50  per 
ream,  when  a  better  article  conld  be  purchased  for 
cash  for  f  4  50  per  ream. 

Tbere  was  another  most  extraordinary  eiroom- 
ttanee  attending  this  matter.  He  (Mr.  J.)  under- 
■trood  that  the  paper  manfaeiurers  were  always 
ready  to  famish  rvltd  paper  when  required,  at  an 
additional  price  of  ji/^  ctrU»  per  ream.  Bat  tinder 
ttis  sab-agency  system,  we  were  not  only  charged 
|6  50  per  ream  for  paper,  which  coold  be  bongbt 
a(.t4  50,  bat  we  were  charged  %\  35  more  per  ream 
forrttiiagt 

Mr.  J.  then  proceeded  to  state  that  a  thoasand 
leaas  of  paper  hid  been  broaght  to  the  House  and 
stowed  away,  more  than  wonld  be  wanted  at  the 
present  Congress.  The  whole  amonat  was  eigh- 
tcea  handred  reams,  only  eight  hundred  of  which 
was  required.  He  had  been  infoiraed  that  the  ex- 
ease  of  Mr.  Lang.ree  was,  that  h?  (Mr.  L>had 
■isanderstood  the  order  of  the  Cleik,  mistaking 
eight  handred  for  eighuen  handred  reams.  Mr.  J. 
here- made  some  severe  commems  on  this  mods  of 
doing  bosiaess,  first  paying'an  enormoas  price  for 
paper,  and  then  in  addition  to  that,  losing  iheinte- 
reat  on  the  money  by  receiving  paper  which  wonld 
aot  be  required  for  a  year  ta  come. 

The  Clerk  had  no  right  to  order  stationery  for 
ih«  next  CoDgresa.    If  be  was  pennilled  to  do  it, 


why  then  he  had  the  same  right  to  otdet  it  for  a 
half  a  century  ahead. 

After  adverting  to  what  appeared  to  him  the 
extraordinaiy  high  bills  of  the  Clerk  for  his  ex- 
penses while  at  New  York  in  attending  to  the  sale 
of  damaged  statioaery,  Mr.  J.  proceeded  to  no- 
lice  the  several  impositions  practised  upon  the  Qo- 
remment  in  relation  to  lithographing,  and  as  an  in- 
siaace  of  such  abases,  mentioned  a  case,  where  the 
House  had  been  charged  a  high  amount  for  litho- 
graphing, when  not  a  single  sheet  of  it  had  ever 
been  received,ahe  whole  having  been  consumed  by 
fire. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  stated  that,  on  a  calculation 
made  by  him,  he  found  that  the  statioaery  bill  for 
this  session  alone  was  about  (35,000,  which  was  at 
the  rate  of  f  103  for  every  member  of  the  Hoose. 
He  was  satisfied  that  |30  would  pay  the  stationery 
bill  of  every  gentleman  this  year,  and  he  hoped 
that  some  member,  better  skilled  ia  these  things, 
wonld  make  an  estimate  and  submit  it  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  committee. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that  some  years  ago 
he  was  on  a  committee  appoinied  to  investigate 
into  the  stationery  aceonuts  of  the  House;  and,  af- 
ter a  miiiute  examination,  the  committee  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  but  one  remedy, 
and  that  was  to  pnrsoe  the  course  st^ggesled  by  the 
f  enlleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  PaorriT.]  He  (Mr. 
n.)  had  intended  to  suggest  to  the  committee  a  pro- 
position that  "in  lieu  of  stationery  and  newspa- 
pers, each  member  of  Congress  should  be  allowed 
|— annually."  The  committee  could  fill  us  the 
blank  with  any  sum  that  might  be  computed  to  be 
propeiw  This  was  the  only  remedy.  The  -same 
complaints  had  been  made  year  after  yesr,  and 
woald  continue  to  be  made  until  the  end  of  time 
nnlets  same  such  plan  as  this  were  adopted. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Ylrgioia  gave  to  Ihe  committee 
sndi  inrotmaiion  as  hid  been  in  possession  ef  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  regard  to  these 
estimates,  and  stated  that  the  estimates  of  the 
Clerk  had  been  reduced,  in  the  committee,  |35,000 
betow  the  amount  contained  in  ihose  which  had 
been  read  at  the  Clerk's  table.  The  committee  had 
supposed  that  the  imoant  now  asked  for  was  about 
the  proper  sum,  and  in  that  they  had  looketf  with  a 
proper  eye  to  economy — an  object  which  he  was 
as  desirous  to  promote,  when  it  could  be  properly 
done,  as  any  other  gentleman.  Mr.  J.  then  replied 
to  certain  portions  of  the  argument  of  Mr-  John- 
ston, contending  that  blame,  if  blame  there  was, 
should  rest  in  the  proper  quarter,  and  that  it  did 
not  belong  where  the  gentleman  had  laid  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Virginia  also  replied,  to  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Jobn&ton  of  New  York.  He  said 
that  the  Committee  of  Accounts  had  taken  pains  to 
examine  into  the  subject;  and,  after  receiving  let- 
ters from  various  stationers,  bad  come  to  the  con- 
elusion  that  the  price  paid  by  Government  was  a 
just  equivalent;  and  they  also  found  that  there  had 
been  aa  absolute  reduction  in  the  price.  So  far 
from  being  deceived  in  the  purchase  of  the  paper, 
the  committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  had 
been  purchased  upon  the  best  terms. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  JOHNSON  of 
Virginia,  JOHNSTON  of  New  York,  LINCOLN, 
and  GRINNBLL, 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said,  that  the  sum  of  |100,000 
had  already  been  appropriated  for  these  specific 
objects.  Econoiny  and  charity  ought  to  b^n  at 
home;  and  Mr.  Q.  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  whole  item  of  |35,000,' 
as  the  only  way  of  putting  an  end  to  Ae  abuses 
which  were  undonbtedly  practised. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said,  there  were  two  modes  at 
present  bv  which  the  extravagance  in  the  finances 
of  ihe  House  coald  be  arrested.  Ttie  first  was  to 
adopt  the  propoeition  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Giubim.I  He  (Mr.  E  )  had  put 
a  question  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
JoRNSTov,]  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  stationery 
now  on  band.  He  (Mr.  E  )  believed  there  was 
enough  to  carry  them  through  this  season,  and  for 
the  commencement  oi  the  next. 

Another  mode  within  the  power  of  the  Hoose 
was  to  bring  in  a  resolution  to  proceed  ,in  the  elec- 
tiou  of  Clerk.  It  was  a  course  which  every  de- 
partment took,  where  it  vai  foond  that  persona 


in  charge  of  funds  had  miiapplied  them.  This 
he  woold  do, -were  ii^aot  for  the  latp  period  of  the 
session. 

Bat  he  disapproved  of  making  general  laws  in 
an  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  MORGAN  said  be  believed  that  there  was 
much  more  stationery  on  hand  than  wonld  be  re- 
quired for  the  next  Congress.  If  the  appropriation 
should  be  made,  the  Cleik  woukl  make  another 
journey  to  New  York.  Mr.  M.  was  of  opinloa 
that  the  fact  could  be  establisbrd,  that  the  Clerk 
made  a  charge  of  |900  for  his  journey  to  New 
York,  about  the  time  when  he  delivered  bis  speech 
at  Castle  Garden.  Mr.  M.  was  apposed  to  giving 
farther  power  to  the  present  Clerk,  beeaose  ht  had 
no  eonfidenoe  that  that  cffieer  would  do  justioe  to 
Ihe  House,  or  make  its  pariehases  with  economy; 
and  ^he  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  the  proper 
time,  ofifer  the  following  aocndmcnt: 

"And  in  the  futare  delivery  of  stationery  of 
every  description  to  members  of  the  House,  the 
psstmavter  shall  keep  an  aocoont  of  the' articles  de- 
livered to  each  member,  with  the  prices  thereof; 
and  the  Clerk  of  the  Hou^e  shall  insert  in  bis  an- 
nual report  of  the  contingent  eipenses,  the  agtre- 
gate  amount  of  the  valae  of  stationery  received  by 
the  members  respeeiivety." 

Mr.  FLOYD,  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Aeeonnts,  went  into  some  statements  relative  to 
the  action  of  that  committee,  and'  insisted  that  the 
contract  for  stationery,  made  by  the  present  Clerk, 
was  better  and  far  mote  economical  for  the  Go- 
vernment thaa  the  practice  which  prerailed  before 
he  came  into  office.  Besides,  stationers  who  had 
been  oontolied  npon  this  subject,  had  expressed 
their  opinion  that  the  prices  paid  for  Ihe  suuioaery 
were  very  reasonable. 

As  to  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  appropriation, 
lie  (Mr-  F-)  had  no  objection  to  it,  and  supposed 
that  the  Clerk  hadntot. 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS,  after  some'  remarks,  said 
be  underslood  that  Mr.  Ames  of  Springfield,  Mas- 
sachusetts, would  have  famished  paper  of  as  good 
a  quality  as  that  purchased  by  the  Clerk,  at  half 
^lice. 

Mr.  BURKB  said  that  Mr.  Amcb's  testimony  be- 
fore the  committee  was  of  an  entirely  dififerent 
character  from  that  stated. 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  inquired  of  Mr.  Buaac  at 
what  price  Mr.  Ames  offered  to  dispose  of  his  pa- 
per. 

Mr.  BURKE  said  he  did  not  know  exactly,  bat 
he  was  confident  Mr.  Ames  had  placed  no  each 
price  as  one-half.  Mr.  B.  farther  remarked  that 
there  were  several  samples,  made  by  different  pa- 
per makers,  sabmitted  to  Mr.  Ames.  Some  sam- 
ples he  offered  to  supply  at  fifty  cents  less  per  ream; 
others  be  rated  higher  than  the  price  paid  by  the 
Clerk. 

Mr.  Ij.  WILLIAMS  supptwted  at  some  length 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Obabam. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  also  expressed  his  desire 
10  vote    for   the    amendment  of   Mr.   Gbiram, 
though  he  did  not  wish  to  vote  against  the  proposi-  ' 
lion  of  the  gentleman  from  Blassaehusetts,  [Mr. 
LmcoLN.] 

Mr.  LINCOLN  here  said  that  his  only  object 
ia  submitting  his  motion  was  to  bring  Ihe  matter  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  and,  that  being 
done,  he  would  now  accept  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
GaiBiM  as  a  modification  of  his  own. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  amendment  as 
modified — 

Mr.  TILUNOHAST  then  gar*  noiioe  of  his 
intention,  if  the  amendment  failed,  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"And  nothing  herem  contained  shall  be  conttraed 
to  authorise  or  sanction  any  contract  for  statione- 
ry ot  other  articles  of  merchandise  for  the  use  of 
the  emaing  Congress,  by  any  officer  of  the  present 
Congress,  to  an  amoant  exceeding  in  Ihe  whole  two 
thoDsand  dollars." 

Mr.  ADAMS  sent  to  the  Clerks  table  a  letter 
from  Mr.  W.  J.  Stone  of  this  city,  relative  to  the 
priees  paid  for  lithography. 

The  letter  (Mr.  A.  said)  was  imdier  eoUateial  to 
the  qaestion;  he  had  had  it  in  his  posseaaioB  for 
ibiee  months,  but  had  had  no  oppoitnmijr  of  pre- 
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seniing  ii;  and  (be  was  nnder^od  lo  add)  h:  des- 
paired of  doing  an;  good  by  prnrnting  it. 
The  letter  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

WismHOTJif ,  December,  1840. 
fia:  I  rerceive  by  a  rMoIation  of  itre  House, 
offered  by  Mr.  Davis  of  Indiana,  (bat  5,000  copies 
of  Mr.  Owen's  geological  report  is  likely  to  be  or- 
dered to  be  printed  with  the  maps  properly  rn- 
graved.  There  is  no  doubt  that  an  effort  will  be 
made  to  alter  the  rrsolotion,  so  as  to  have  the  maps 
lithographed  instead  of  engraved.  The  Hotise  is 
laboriDg  under  a  mistake  as  to  the  relative  price  of 
lithographing  and  engraving.  It  appears  on  exa- 
mination of  Mr.  P.  Hais'.s  accoaais  in  the  Tre^nry, 
that  he  has  charged  the  Hoase  50  per  cent,  more 
for  lithograpbin^  than  I  have  charged  (or  engraving. 
This  should  not  be  sn.  Lithography,  as  ezecni^ 
by  bin,  is  not  worth  ooe-h  Of  wbat  engraving  is, 
consequently  he  has  been  receiving  four  price*  for 
his  work.  Could  a  committee  who  Jare  somewhat 
conversant  with  snch  matters  be  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate the  sobjeet,  it  wcnld  etan  bat  little  dcUy 
or  trouble  to  obtain  facts  that  would  enable  the 
House  to  act  k'anwingly.  As  things  are  at  present, 
through  misrrpreiieniaiion.  Congress  are  deprived 
'oi  the  advantage  of  having  their  work  done  pro- 
perly. If  the  Clerk  would  receive  proposals  from 
competen'  engravers,  this  difficulty  woald  be  obvi- 
ated. The  propos.'Uj  shoold  iipeieify  the  time  in 
which  the  work  was  required  to  be  furnished,  and 
a  sample  deposi'ed  of  the  style  required,  otherwise 
a  favorile  might  have  work  ezecnted  by  vsry  in- 
different workmen  at  a  low  price,  and  moke  a  great 
profit  to  the  entire  eiola«ioB  of  Akilfal  workmen. 
Besides,  the  work  might  be  sent  to  a  foreign  conn- 
try  10  bi>  ezecnted,  as  has  already  been  the  ease. 
If  the  Hons^  would  employ  me  lofutaifhihe  mapi 
for  Mr.  Owen's  report,  I  will  do  so  for  50  percent, 
less  than  Mr.  P.  Hass  has  heretofore  rhargel  the 
House  for  lithography,  which  is  my  usual  price  for 
work  accompanyii^  documents.  Should  Congress 
deem  the  tubject  of  sufficient  importance  lo  appoint 
a  committee,  it  would  be  well  to  examine  the  ac- 
counts for  engraving  done  for  tha  l?enate. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 
Hon.  3,  Q..  Adims,  W.  J.  STONB. 

House  of  Representaves. 
Mr.  BYNUM  said  he  should  vote  to  strike  out 
the  whole  of  the  appropriation  for  stationery,  not 
because  he  thought  it  proper,  hot  because  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  bring  gentlemen  back  to  a 
proper  sense  of  what  wa^  due  Irom  them  as  Brpre- 
sentatives  on  that  floor,  and  to  the  great  interests 
of  the  people  of  this  eoantry.  He  thoushi  nothing 
less  than  meeting  this  question  in  this  way,  by 
stopping  all  appropriations,  and  consequently  the 
wheels  of  (jlovernment,  aud  throwing  the  rejponsi- 
bility  upon  those  gentlemen  at  once  who  weie  em- 
b.trrassing  almost  every  measure  that  was  brought 
forward  by  either  parly,  by  an  ostentatious  parade 
of  a  boastful  economy,  and  a  most  indiscriminate 
censure  of  every  public  officer.  Why,  sir,  said 
Mr.  B.  do  gentlemen  not  know,  ftom  the  very  na- 
ture cf  thing.o,  that  a?  long  a«  you  have  a  Govern- 
ment, you  most  have  officers,  for  it  is  of  such  that 
Oovernmecis  consist;  and  can  gentlemen  (zpect 
that  Ooveramtnts  can  be  sustained  and  cartied  on 
in  all  their  bperaiions  without  expense  or  money, 
and  those  officers  are  to  serve  without  pay  for  their 
services?  Such  an  idea  appeared  to  him  a  preposterous 
absurdity— yet  one  might  well  infer  this,  from  the 
tenor  of  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  and  their  course 
on  Ibis  fl-ior.  Gentlemen  ought  lo  recollect,  that 
in  a  short  monib,  the)  would  have  an  opportunity 
of  trying  how  far  it  was  practicable  to  carry  on  this 
Government  without  either  rfficirs  or  money 
Tbey  should  recollect  too,  that  ibey  should  be  tried 
by  the  same  role  which  tbey  laid  down  for  the 
trial  of  o'hers.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say  ho  v 
far  the  conduct  of  tbo  Clerk  of  ibe  Hon-ie  had 
b«en  proper  or  improper;  upon  that  subject  we  had 
contradictory  evidence  from  the  members  of  the 
same  committee,  who  professed  to  know  mcst  abnut 
il;  in  favor  of  fad,  Ihere  were  tjvo  to  one  in  favor  of 
the  proper  conduct  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Honst— yet 
it  appeared  that  the  Honse  was  was  called  upon, 
and  by  those  too  who  appeared  to  know  the  least 
jtboQt  it,  to  cast  an  nnmerited  censure  upon  lh« 
Clerk,  and  this  too  upon  the  most  insufficient  evi- 


dence of  hearsay.  Now,  this  was  the  princi- 
pal subject  that  he  had  ri^en  to  noiic?,  and 
against  ih<  course  porsned  in  relation  to 
it,  he  entered  his  m'ost  solemn  protest — 
a  course  that  ba<fbeen  adopted  during  this  and  the 
last  Administration  against  the  public  cfficers  of 
every  department  of  the  Government;  which,  in 
his  judgment,  was  as  M>f  just  (he  would  not  say  dis- 
honorable) as  it  was  illiberal  and  unstate.iman- 
Uke.  Sir, 'said  he,  what  was  that  cou  I  se  that  hatf 
become  of  late  so  maeh  in  practice  in  this  Uous<  1 
It  was  that  (h;  most  inexperienced  of  the  rn'mber^, 
who  had  not  been  in  their  seats  loag  enough  to  be- 
eonie  acquainted  with  the  most  ordinary  modes  of 
the  transaction  of  business,  either  by  the  officis 
of  the  House  or  the  heads  of  the  D;pirimenb), 
had  attempted  lo  make  themcelves  Uadert  of 
their  respec  ive  parties,  by  arraigning  and  de- 
itonncing  every  officer  in  your  Government  for 
eorrnpiion,  misstatement,  malfeaonc",  d^c.  arising, 
nine  limes  out  of  ten,  out  of  their  own  witnt  of  ex- 
perience upon  those  subjects,  an'l  their  ina- 
bility to  understand  them.  Such  has  been  emphati- 
cally the  case  pursued  in  this  Honse  for  the  las',  so. 
veral  years,  by  which  your  old,  experienced,  gray- 
haired  men,  have  been  thrown  entirely  in  ihe 
back  grounds,  or  they  have  been  wofblly 
derelict  and  negligent  in  their  duly  lo  their  con- 
stituents; and  some  of  your  b^t  peblic  offi- 
cers have  been  condemned  by  the  public  wi'h- 
onl  a  hearing,  and  before  bring  called  on  even 
for  the  slighte.-t  *zplanatir>n,  which  might  have 
been  the  fullest  jusiificatinn  of  th>>ir  sla'emen's  and 
conduct:  and  thus  hsve  gone  abroad  mtny  of  the 
most  nafonnded  and  unjast  impactions  asainst  the 
best  of  men,  wiihuut  a  contrjdiptlon.  lit  pm  i  to 
the  candor  of  gentlemen,  if  such  a  course  was  hir? 
Was  it  honorable?  Was  it  ju'Jt  or  stalesmanlikcl 
Would  it  not  be  retisiled  on  gentlemen  with  retri- 
butive justice?  and,  if  so,  could  they,  with  any 
grace,  complain? 

Again,  he  contended  that  it  was  a  prac'ice  bo'h 
onsia  esmanlike  and  anparliamentary — of  recent 
dale,  adopted  lo  effet  t  party  purposes.  Hereiorore, 
it  had  been  the  case  wh-n  the  conduct  of  an  officer 
.was  impeached  or  assailed,  a  special  committee 
was  appointed  to  examine  into,  and  report  the  (m 
lo  the  House,  or  an  explanation  called  for  b/  the 
Honse  from  the  accused,  before  either  condemna- 
tion or  dennnciatioB  by  Ihe  members  of  this  body, 
by  whom  hs  was  to  be  tried.  But  how  different  now, 
when  cndemnaiioB  and  denunciation  always  pre- 
cedes eithrr  trial,  explanation  in'joslification,  or  de- 
fence; and  conviction  is  entered  upon  some  second  (r 
third  handed  hearsayl  Fur  instance,  your  Clerk  is 
ordered  to  supply  materials  for  stationery  to  th^^ 
House.  It  is  presumibie  that  he  dies  it  at  as  rea- 
soluble  a  rate  as  the  nature  of  Ihe  case  admits  of. 
Af  et  it  is  done,  some  "  Tanket  n»tmig  maker,"  per- 
haps, writes  lo  some  tnemb'r  of  the  Honsethat  had 
he  been  applied  lo,  or  elected  Clerk  to  tbe  HoQse, 
he  would  have  furnished  those  materials  at  a  much 
cheaper  rale  than  your  present  C  erk  has  furnished 
them.  Without  doubling  this  statement — without 
calling  on  your  Clerk  for  any  explanation — with- 
out calling  rn  a  committee  to  report  the  facts  to 
the  House,  you  call  up  your  Clerk,  with  a  charac- 
ter htretofore  unimpeached  and  unimpeachable, 
and  upon  snch  evidence  denoance,  censure,  ani 
convict  him.  Sir,  aeainst  the  adoption  of  such  a 
course  against-any  officer,  I  protest,  as  being  crue*, 
unjust,  and  tyrannical.  It  was  a  practice  repug- 
nant lo  every  principle  of  liberty,  and  could  only 
be  tolerated  by  usurpers  and  tyrants. 

Mr.  EVANS  contended  that  this  fund  (the  esti- 
mates for  wh4h  hsd  already  been  rednced  $35,000" 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  end  Means)  was  not 
more  thansnfficientto  meet  ihe  demands  that  would 
be  made  upon  it;  and  he  repudiated,  wilh  much 
aiMnatiott,  the  charges  which  the.  House  made 
against  itself  in  ths  shap*  of  e<}rrnption  and 
plunder. 

{ledid  notsay  there  might  not  have  been  individnni 
initances  of  abuse.  Ifany  manhasbeenguiltyof  that, 
it  was  his  own  matter.  But  he  did  not  believe  that 
the  nnjust  appropriations  of  stationery  amcunietl, 
in  a  lone  session,  to  more  than  three  thousand  dol- 
lars. His  experience  was  that  there  was  no  such 
wtsle,  and  plnn<?ering,  nd  extravagance  as  ihey 


were  charging  themselves  wilh.  He  was  opposed 
to  striking  out  the  appropriation;  it  was  no  more- 
than  was  necessary.  The  estimate,  as  he  had 
stated,  had  already  been  reduced  |25,000  in  tbe 
Commit'ee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  thtt,  he 
thought,  was  what  the  Secretary  of  the  Trnanrj 
would  call  a  very  "vigorous  reduclion."  If  gen- 
tlemen were  willing  to  dispense  wilh  stationery  •!• 
trgsiher,  so  was  hs — vastly  more  willing  than  be 
was  to  receive  $30  for  his  shire,  or  to  put  a  law 
upon  the  statute  book  denouncing  themselves. 

Mr.  MONROE  thanked  tht;  gentleman  from 
Maine  [Mr.  Ev^its]  for  hi^  speech;  it  contained 
precisely  his  own  seotiments,  lb<^ngh  much  belter 
expresse-1.  Tae  gentleman  deserved  Ihe  thanks  of 
this  House  for  ihe  manner  ir  which  he  had  vindi- 
cated bis  character  and  dignity. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  replied  to  Mr.  Eviiia,  ex- 
plaining and  vindicating  his  own  course,  and  coi»- 
tending  that  that  gentleman'.)  argument  amounied 
only  to  thi: — let  us  not  pal  ihis  thine:  on  thesta>ute 
books;  if  we  are  guilty  of  ibe>e  offences,  let  not  tbe 
eye  of  any.  man  see  it.  He  could  assure  the  gen- 
tleman that  the  people  were  not  ignorant  of  these 
matters — that  they  were  turning  their  attention  to 
Ihem.  It  was  a  mixak':  ti  suppose  that  thcas 
thines  were  too  liifling  to  demand  attention. 
Nothing  could  be  so  which  involved  an  aba:>e  of 
the  people's  money.  He  denied  that  he  had  said  or 
done  any  thing  calculated  lo  reflect  npon  any 
man.  He  had  deoooir(;e<l  no  oae  as  a  plunderer. 
He  hsd  merely  sogsested  to  tha  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Paopf  it]  a  way  b/ which  the  abase 
could  be  remedied. 

The  question  was  disnuvs^  further  by  Messrs. 
TILLINGHAST,   EVEREIT,  and  LINCOLN. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  that,  on  subsequent  exami- 
nation, be  found  that  bis  original  motion  was  the 
proper  one;  and  again  modified  hfs  proposition  so 
as  to  reduce  the  item  from  $35,000  to  (15  000,  (i.  e . 
striking  out  all  that  was  applicable  to  theneact  ses- 
sion of  Congress.) 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  amendment, 
thus  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  item  was  reduced  from  |35,000  to  |1 5,000- 

Mr.  CQRTIS  then  moved  thai  the  oommitiee 
rise. 

The  motion  having  prevailed,  the  committee 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  ait 
again. 

Mr.  BURKE  offered  ibe  ro!lowing  resoln'ion: 

Renltei,  That  tho  special  committee,  appointed 
by  order  of  the  Hoa>ir  at  the  last  se;si'>n  on  the 
subject  of  stationery,  and  the  memorial  of  the 
Clerk,  bs  re-appointed. 

Mr.  STANLY  said  he  had  something  to  say  in 
relation  lo  ht  d<'inn  of  the  committee  proposed 
lo  be  reviveJ,  and  wiiich  he  shoald  take  an  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  when  ihercolution  came  np  for 
consideration. 

And  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  11 
o'cloc'.r. 


IN  SENATE. 
Pridav,  February  13 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  the  Honorable  WILLIAM  R.  KING, 
elected  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Sta'e  of 
Alabama  a  Senati  r  of  that  Stale  for  six  years  from 
Ihe  4ib  of  March  next,  whea  hi3  present  texm  wilt 
expire;  which  were  lead. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  the  petition  of  Mary 
Robinson,  praying  for  a  ipeeial  act  of  Congress  f^r 
her  relief;  which  was  referred  lu  th:  Committee  on 
P.ivate  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  N.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Nathan 
Thayer;  which  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  oa 
Paenis  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Baker  and  others,  in  favor  of  tbe  passage  of 
a  genertU  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  W.  also  pre»ented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Kosciusko  county,  Indiana,  prating  for  the  esta- 
blishment ofa  mail  route;  whirh  was  referred  lo 
Ihe  Committee  on  tbe  Post  Office  and  Post  Roadft 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  two  memoiials  from 
citizens  of  Michigan  for  the  establishwent  of  post 
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loates;  which  w«re  severally  referred  to  the  Com- 
miitee  on  ibe  Post  Office  and  Posi  Roadi. 

Mr.  P.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  citizeas  of 
Michigan,  praying  the  passage  of  a  general  bank- 
rapt  Uw;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  NORVfiLT.,  from  Ibe  Con:miitee  on  the 
Public  Land«,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  au- 
(hor'zing  the  Stales  to  las  any  lands  within  their 
limits  sold  by  the  United  Siates^reporled  the  same 
wiihoot  amend  meot,  and  with  are  commendation  in 
faror  of  its  passage. 

On  melon  by  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  the  papers  In 
th«  ease  ofSamacl  R.  Slaymaker,  aad  the  bill  for 
his  relief  passed  by  the  Seaale  at  the  la^t  sessioo, 
were  referred  to  the  Commiuee  <m  the  Post  O&ce 
and  Po^t  Roads. 

The  Hoase  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  re- 
lief of  RfTOlntionary  »i:d  o'her  pen?ton^rs,  was 
read  a  first  and  second  lime,  and  referred  to  the 
Commiuee  on  Finance. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
PftBMTiss,  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  and, 
after  a  discnssion.  in  which  Messrs.  PRBNTtSS, 
KING,HOBBARD,  WH1TE,SEVIER,S0UTH. 
ARD,  KNIGHT,  aocf  CLAYTON,  participated, 
it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KINO  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  be  would 
ask  leave  to  inliodace  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ann 
B.  Clliherell. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

"nte  followins  bills  were  severally  read  a  third 
time  and  passed: 

The  bill  to  aaihoiize  the  granting  letters  lef-ta- 
mentary  and  of  administration  to  aliens  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sebastian  Butcher,  and 
the  heirs  and  legal  reprenntative  of  Bariholomew 
Batcher,  Michael  Bntcher«and  Peter  Bloom. 

The  bill  authorizing  a  patent  to  be  issued  to  Jo- 
seph Oampau  for  a  certain,  tract  of  land  in  the  Stat* 
oi  Michigan. 

The  Inll  confirming  to  Joaeph  Kennedy,  assignee 
of  Oomelins  MeCoriin,  his  title  to  an  bland  in  the 
Tensaw  tiytt,  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

The  bill  fur  the  relief  of  4he  beir6  of  Uadame  De 
Ldtaer  and  their  legal  representative:. 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  Adam  D.  Steuart. 

The  bill  eonfirminz  ibe  claim  of  the  heirs  and 
legal  repi«sentatires  of  Pierre  Dolet,  deceased,  to  a 
traet  of  land  in  Louisiana. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIG  HT,the  bill  to  authorize 
the  issue  of  Treasury  no'.ea  sas  taken  np  and  con- 
sidered as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  qnd  the 
qoestion  being  on  orderin;  it  to  a  third  readiof , 

Mr.  BBNTON  said,  be  was  wiUiog  to  burrow 
monejrfor'tlte  use  of. the  Government,  but  not  to 
aniborize  it  lo  make  paper  moaey;  and  be  would 
therefore  call  for  the  ayes  and  noes,  which  were 
accordingly  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  Ibe  bill 
to  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
ayes  S9,  nays  9,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Andersori,  Bayard,  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Difon,  Ful- 
ton, Graham,  Hubbaid,  Ser,  King,  Knight,  Linn, 
Lumpkin,  Monton,  Nicboli>on,  Norvell,  Porter, 
Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Sraiih  of  Indiana, 
Tallmadge,  Wall,  Webster,  Williams,  Wright, 
and  Young— 29. 

NAYS— Mefsrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay  of  Ken^ 
lucky,  Clayton,  Critienden,  Henderson,  Mangum, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  and  White — 9. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  put 
opoQ  its  passage;  and  no  objection  beiog  made,  it 
was  80  orderni;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  or- 
dered, and  the  qoesiion  about  lo  be  taken,  Mr. 
CLAY  of  Kentucky  assigned  his  reasons  for  voting 
against  the  biH,  and  was  replied  to  by  Mr. 
.  WRIGHT,  and  a  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 
BENTON,  CALHOUN.  PRESTON,  DIXON, 
HUBBARD.KNIGHT.HENDERSON.WHITE, 
and  SMITH  of  Indiana  participated,  when  the  ques- 
tion was'taken  on  the  passage  ■«(  the  bill,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative-rayes  28,  nays  8,  as  fol- 
low?: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Chty  of  Alabama,  Dixon,  Ful  on,  Graham,  Hub- 
hud,  Ker.King,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin.  Nidiil- 
iOB,  Nonrell,  Pitice,  Porter,  Rives,  Boane,  Ro- 


binson, Sevier,  Soiiib  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge,  Wall, 
Web.ter,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Youitg— 28. 

NAYS— MesiTs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clay  tun,  Hender:ion,  Mangum,  Preston,  and 
White— 8. 

The  VICE  PRl^IDENT  submitted  lo  the  Se- 
nate a  me.'uage  from  the  President  of  the  United 
State.o,  in  reply  lo  the  resolniion  of  the  Senate  of 
the  Slh  instant,  requesting  him  to  commnnicaie  to 
the  Senate,if  not  deemed  incompatible  with  the  pnb'fe 
intere«f,the  correjpondence,  if  any,  between  the  Stale 
Department  and  the  representatives  of  any  foreign 
Government  relative  to  the  negroes  taken  on  board 
the  L'Amistad,  which  has  oceured  since  that  trans- 
mitted wiLh  his  mesi^age  of  the  21st  March,  1840. 

The  message  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  rela- 
tion lo  the  los5!ej  sostained  by  the  Government  from 
the  use  of  bank  paper,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed,  with  20,000  extra  copies. 

Also,  a  repott  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, in  relation  to  the  value  of  foreign  coins;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  lo  Monday  next. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

FaiDAf ,  February  13, 1840. 

After  the  journal  bad  been  read, 

Mr.  CUSHING,  from  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  House  lo  wait  on  Wil- 
LiiM  Hehrt  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  and  inform  him 
of  bis  election  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United 
States,  reported:  That  the  committee  had  wailed  on 
Ihe  President  elect,  and  informed  him  of  the  result 
of  the  vote;  wlen  he  replied,  that  he  received  ibis 
manifestation  of  the  confidence  of  bis  countrymen 
with  profound  gratitude,  and  that  be  would  ear- 
nestly devote  himself  to  the  discharge  ef  the  duties 
imposed  on  him,  by  endeavoring  to  promote  ihe 
nnion  and  welfare  of  the  country,  according  to  his 
best  abilities. 

Mr.  BURKE,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  offered 
by  following  resolution: 

RaoUed,  That  the  special  committee  appointed 
the  order  of  the  House,  at  the  last  session,  on  the 
subject  of  stationery,  and  the  memorial  of  the 
Clerk,  be  reappointed. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  BURKE  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
and  on  that  motion  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  the  motion 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  JONES  ef  Yirgiata  then  moved  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
suming the  consideration  of  the  ' 
GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demand- 
ed, and  being  ordered,  were — ysA^  65,  na;s  84. 

So  the  House  refund  to  go  into  comaiiitee. 
REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

The  first  business  in  order  was  the  Senate  bill 
(reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
by  Mr.  CRABT,on  Wednesday,  with  several  amend- 
ments) entitled,  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  States  of  Arkansas,  Loui'siana,  and 
Tennessee,  to  sell  lands  heretofore  appropriated  for 
the  use  of  schools  in  those  States."  Tae  qaestioi 
pending  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pjeck  to  commit 
the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  to  the  Committee  of 
theiWhoIeon  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  FECK  modified  the  motion,  so  that  the  bill, 
as  amended,  be  printed  aad  laid  upon  the  tible  for 
the  present,  fur  the  purpose  of  giving  members  an 
opportunity  of  examining  it;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain settlers  on  the  public  lands,  who  were  deprived 
of  Ihe  benefits  of  the  act  granting  pre-emption 
rights,  which  was  approved  on  the  19ih  of  June, 
1834,"  reported  ihe  same  without  amendment:  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  L.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  Ibe  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
aet  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled,  'An  act  to  en- 
courage the  introduction  and  pro  rote  the  cnliiva- 
tion  of  tropical  plants,'  approved  7ih  July,  1838," 


reported  the  same,  without  amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  paued. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled,  'An  act  for 
the  discontinuance  of  the  office  of  Surveyor  Gene- 
ral in  the  several  districts,  ro  soon  as  the  surveys 
therein  can  be  completed;  for  abolishing  land  of- 
fices under  certain  circum.stanees;  and  for  other 
porpotes,'  approved  June  12,  1840,"  reported  Ihe 
same,  with  an  amindmeal:  referred  to  ibs  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  "An  act  lo  relinquish  to  the  Stale  of 
Mississippi  the  two  per  ceutJ  land  accruing  by  the 
act  for  the  admission  of  vaid  Sta^  into  the  Union," 
reported  the  ^ame  without  amendment. 

Before  the  question  was  decided,  the  hoar  al- 
lowed for  reports  expired. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the 
rales  were  suspended  so  as  to  continue  to  receive 
reports  from  committees;  and  the  bill  reported  by 
Mr.  Thompson  of  Mississippi  again  coming  before 
the  House,  it  was  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Seltna  and  Tennessee  railroad,"  reported  the  same 
with  sundry  amendments;  which  wa.s  committed  to 
the  whole  House  on  the  siate  of  the  Uoi(>n. 

Mr.  JOS.  L.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Fo.st  Office  and  Post  Roai^s,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Maples- 
ville,  Bibb  county,  Alabama,  praying  compensa- 
tion sufficient  to  secure  the  services  of  a  postmaster 
to  perform  the  extraordinary  duties  required  at  that 
office,  made  an  unfavorable  leport  thereon:  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  JOS.  L.  WILLIAMSp  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, made  an  unfavorable  report  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  Samuel  Q.narles:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  H0PB:INS,  from  the  same  commit'ee,  f» 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Avery,  Sal  marsh  and 
Company,"  reported  the  same  without  amen?.m«ni: 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  H.  from  the  same  committee,  made  an  ut- 
favouible  report  on  the  petition  of  Allen  Sammons, 
of  the  Slate  of  Tennessee:  Ijaid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,^  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  A.  Harrnon," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment:  committtd 
lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse. 

Onmotitn  of  Mr.  McK.  the  same  committee 
was  discharged  from  the  further  con.videration  of 
the  petition  of  John  Ptack;  and  the  petition  was 
laid  oil  the  table. 

Mr.  McCABTY,  from  the  Committee  for'' the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  Island  Fire  Company ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  McC.  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  real  estate  of  in- 
fants, in  certain  cases;  which  was  read  a  firxl  and 
second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  Hi  use,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McC.  from  th:  some  committee,  reported  a 
bill  lo  provide  for  t|ie  arrest  and  detention  of,  and 
demand  of  fugitives  from  justipe;  which' was  read: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ibe  Judiciary,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed- 

Mr.  WILLIAM  COST  JOHNSON,  from  the 
same  committee,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Caspar  W.  Weaver;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  lime,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BEIRNE,  from  the  same  commiuee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en 
tided  "An  act  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
Alexandiia,  in  the  city  of  Alexandria,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment:  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  Ibe  suae  commiuee,  io 
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vhieh  WM  rsfened  ibe  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Carter,"  reported  the 
lame  without  anwdment:  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wbole  Hoose. 

Mr.  SAMDBLS,  from  tbe  Committee  on  tbe  Ja- 
didary,  to  which  was  rrferred  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam J.  Roberts,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompa- 
Aitd  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  J.  Roberts 
and  Wiliiam  Detherage;  which  bill  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  conmitlad  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  Hanae,  and  the  bill  and  report  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  TURNEY,  from  tbe  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, sobmiited  tfa«  followine 
REPORT. 

The  Committee  on  the  Jadictary,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Charles  HoU,  reporu 

That  in  the  month  of  September,  1793,  petition- 
er, at  the  eireait  eout,  in  the  State  of  Connecticai, 
was  indicted  and  found  guilty  of  having  printed 
and  published  what  was  alleged  to  bealibelasainst 
Mi.  John  Adams,  the  then  President  of  the  United 
Suites,  tbe  alleged  libel  was  in  the  following  words, 
to  wit:  "Tbe  officers  of  the  new  corps  ,met  ia  Dan- 
bniy,  and  assigned  tbe  stations  for  each  in  which  to 
enlist  eoldiets  as  recruits.  Tbe  newspapers  also 
•nnoottoe  that  the  President  has  directed  tbe  addi- 
tional regiments  to  be  organized.  In  so  serions  a 
ttws,  I  trust  that  a  few  remarks  will  not  be  vnisi. 
A  question  arises,  where  are  these  recruits  for  a 
standing  army  to  be  found)  Among  oar  sprightly 
and  enterprising  young  farmers,  who,  by  industry 
and  economy,  may  grow  rich,  become  fathers  of 
families,  and  men  of  great  respectability  as  bos- 
bandmen  in  the  immense  regions  which  ate  colli- 
Tating  in  the  West?  No:  they  are  ready  in  thrir 
places  to  do  military  duty  at  the  risk  of  life,  in  or- 
der to  ward  off  invasion,  or  to  crush  intestine  tn- 
mnlts.  But  they  will  never  give  their  leave  to  the 
Prussian  military  disdpUne,  or  devote  their 
valor  to  promote  the  views  of  ambition,  or  to  op- 
press their  country  and  posterity  with  a  standing 
army.  They  will  never  be  the  companions  of  the 
rcfnae  of  mankind,  taken  from  gaols  and  brothels, 
from  Tybnm  and  Nengate;  they  will  never  rpend 
their  b(si  days  in  armies  and  vice,  in  order  to  glit- 
ter in  regimental?,  wear  a  sword,  and  loonge  in 
idleness  as  drones,  pitied  and  penniless.  The  best 
comment  upon  the  recruiting  service  and  address  to 
the  manly  feelings  of  American  youth,  is  the  ap- 
pointment of  Ale  under  Hamilton  to  oommand 
onr  army  after  the  affair  of  crim.  cm.  Itspielode 
to  our  President's  advice  to  the  yonng  men  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, to  study  virtue  and  science,  is  an  instance 
of  haman  fallibility  and  inconsisteoey.  Are  we 
young  officers  and  soldiers  to  learn  virine  of  Oene- 
ral  Hamilton;  or,  like  tbeir  General,  are  they  to  be 
found  in  tbe  bed  of  adultery?  This  is  a  serious  con- 
sideration for  statesmen,  fur  the  army,  for  fathers, 
brothers,  husbands,  and  sons.  Officers  in  recroiting 
services  are  generally  snceessfal;  but  eoldiers  are 
.  not  very  fit  tor  servitx  under  seventeen  or  eighteen 
years;  sneh  may  serve  John  Q,oiney  Adams 
when  he  is  lord  protector  of  the  United  States,  but 
cannot  defend  as  in  the  present  case  in  actaal  ser- 
vice, efpeeially  on  the  frontiers  and  among  the  fe> 
male  Indians.  Officers  are  not  always  monlor 
careful  to  provide  for  the  firit  of  their  amours. 
This  must  enforce  tbe  obligation  for  the  sake  of 
moraliiy,  to  discourage  standing  armies  in  the  na- 
tion. No  men  are  treated  with  less  respect  aod  de- 
ference at  thi'i  time  than  those  who  are  paradiag  in 
fegimenials,  and  recraiiiog  in  our  country  towns 
and  cities.  Tbe  people  consider  them  as  useless 
and  burdensome,  as  idle  and  ilissiptted,  and 
they  are  loo  noble  to  forsake  honorable  industry' 
lofted  upon  thevitahofibeirconnliy,toeilendconrt 
inflnence,  or  to  be  allored  and  bribed  into  silence. 
When  they  are  not  preferred  in  pit)motioD;,  ne- 
glected military  men  generally  become  foes  to  that 
cause  which  neglects  to  employ  them,  and  the  enor- 
mous number  who  are  now  soliciting,  if  ihey  be- 
come unfriendly  to  enr  Executive,  wilt  7ive  an  al- 
most total  change  to  ibe  next  electii  n,  unless  com- 
miasienff  and  pay  are  bestowtd  on  them.  Tbe  peo- 
ple, cee  and  feel  this  in  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try. Out  war  advocates  are,  therefore,  anxioos  for 
hestUities.  The  war  and  election  being  over,  these 
offlcers  and  soldier*  will  be  sold  and  sacriOed  on 


some  forlorn  hope,  (or  our  folly  in  not  immediately 
petitioning  for  a  s!op  to  tbe  further  progress  in  rais- 
ing a  standing  army.  General  Hamilton  was  mar- 
riMl  to  the  daughter  of  General  Scbayler  of  New 
York,  siMer  of  Mrs.  Church.  Mrs.  Church,  then 
called  Carter,  was  co-contractor  in  the  late  army, 
with  Col.  Woodsworih,  both  of  whom  made  great 
fortunes  by  the  war;  and  the  'son  of  Mrs.  d.  is 
about  to  marry  the  daughter  of  Mr..  Bingham  of 
Philadelphia,  tbe'Fcderal  Senator.  Thus  are  our 
advocates  for  war  connected  and  allied  together. 
Are  our  sons  to  fight  battles  that  a  certain  class  of 
men  may  reap  the  spoil,  or  enlarge  their  power  and 
foitanes  upon  our  destruction?  Sncb,  my  fellow- 
citizens  of  Connecticut,  are  part  of  the  facts  which 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  to  present  for  your  con- 
sideration, before  you  permit  your  sons  to  enter  into 
wars,  which  may  destroy  both  yon  and  them. 
Scarcely  removed  from  the  distresses  of  one  war- 
burdened  with  taxes — paying  heavy  charges  to  sup- 
port your  execatire,  legislative,  judicial  andeccle- 
siaMieal  system,  yon  are  to  be  upon  yoar  guard. 
Your  prisons  are  crowded — lawyeis  are  severe  and 
tbe^  clergy  exact.  Information  is  excluded  from 
yoH,  by  fettered  presses,  and  you  cannot  be  too 
steadf.st  in  tbe  defence  of  your  Government  and 
Coastitution  which  were  earned  with  blood,  and  se- 
cured by  wisdom.  Who  are  lb  fight  these  batilM? 
The  exempts  in  oar  li&t,  whore  occupations  in  cle- 
rical and  civil  capacities  eiciue  them  from  service), 
or  those  who,  by  rancor,  have  excited  war  on  the 
part  of  tbe  French  Republic  sgainst  the  United 
Statet?  Some  want  a  war  that  the  public  may  be 
diverted  from  our  examination  into  their  proceed- 
ings. Others  to  make  fortunes  upon  the  public 
spoil " 

The  court  deemed  the  ptbUcaiinn  above  recited, 
libellous,  and  under  the  second  section  of  the  act, 
commonly  called  the  sedition  law,  passed  tbe  4'h 
July,   1798,  nbich  section  is  as  follows,  to  wit: 

"jlnd  ht  U  fxMktr  mtctii.  That  if  any  person 
shall  write,  print,  utter  or  publish,  or  shall  cau.'e  or 
procure  to  be  written,  printed,  uttered  or  published, 
or  shall  knowingly  and  wilfully  assist  or  aid  in 
w/'iting,  printing,  uttering  or  publishing  anyfahe, 
Ecandalons  and  malicions  writing  or  writings 
ap;aiast  the  Governnent  af  the  United  Slates,  or 
either  House  of  tbe  Congress  nf  the  United  States, 
or  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  in- 
tent to  defame  tbe  said  Government,  or  either  House 
of  the  aaid  Congress,  or  the  President,  or  to  bring 
them  or  either  of  tbem  into  contempt  or  di^respect.or 
to  excite  against  them,  or  either  or  any  of  them  tbe 
hatred  of  die  good  people  of  the  Uaited  States,  dtc. 
then  such  person  being  thereof  convicted,  b<  fore 
any  court  of  the  United  States  having  jarisdiciion 
thereof,  shall  b!pani^hed  by  a  fine  not  exceeding 
two  thoasand  dollars,  and  by  imprisonment  not  ex- 
ceeding two  years  " 

Upon  this  indictment.  Chariest  Holt  was  con- 
victed and  sentenced  by  the  conn  lo  be  imprisoned 
for  three  months;  to  pay  a  fine  of  two  hundred 
dollars,  and  tbe  cost  of  the  prosecution,  taxed  at 
twenty-nine  dollars,  and  to  stand' committed  nntil 
tbe  fine  and  cost  were  paid,  which  were  paid  a.s 
appears  by  the  exemplification  of  the  record  of 
the  said  trial  and  proocdings  now  on  file  in  this 
House. 

Tbe  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  sum  above 
recited  was  unconstitutional,  null,  and  void,  pa$^ed 
under  a  mistaken  exercise  of  undelrgaied  power; 
and  that  the  mistake  ought  to  be  corrected  by  re- 
turning the  fine  50  obtained,  with  interest  thereon, 
to  said  petitioner.  Tbe  committee  do  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  discuss  at  lenj^ih  the  character  of  that 
law,  or  to  ass'gn  all  the  reasons,  bowever  demon- 
strative, that  have  indnced  the  conviction  of  its  un- 
Ocnsiitutionaliiy.  Nu  qneMion  connected  with  the 
l:beriy  of  the  press  ever  exeitec  a  more  universal  snd 
intense  interect — ever  received  so  acute,  able,  long 
etntinucd,  and  elaborate  investigation — was  ever 
more  generally  nndersloo-l,  or  so  conclnsirely  set- 
tled by  thecmcurriog  opinions  of  all  parties  after 
the  heated  political  contest  had  paL'-ed  away.  All 
that  remains  now  to  be  dooe  by  the  Re- 
prerea'atives  of  the  people .  who  condemned  this 
act  o(  iheir  agents  as  unauthorized  and  transcend- 
ing thtir  grant  of  power,  to  place  beyond  question, 
doubt,  or  caTil,  that  mandate  of  the  Constitation 


prohibiting  Congress  from  abridging  the  liberty  of 
the  presf,  aad  to  discbarge  an  honest,  jast,  moral, 
and  honorable  obligation,  is  to  refand  from  the 
Treasury  the  fine  thus  illegally  and  wrongfully  ob- 
tained fh>m  one  of  their  citizens;  for  which  purpose 
the  committee  herewith  report  a  bill. 

The  report'  was  accompanied  by  a  bill;  which 
was  read  twice,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe 
'Whole,  and  the  bill  and  report  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  which  waa  referred  the  petition  of  John  John, 
ston,  made  a  report  therson,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wbole 
House,  ahd  the  bill  and  ri port  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  T.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Henry  J.  Defrees  and 
Stephen  Jermy,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompa- 
nird  bv  a  bill  fur  their  relie'',  which  was  read  a 
fint  and  second  lime,  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  House,  and,  with  the  report,  ordered  lo 
be  p.'inted. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN,  from  the  same  Commit- 
tee, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Se- 
nate, entit'ed  'An  to  authorize  tbe  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury  to  make  an  arrangement  or  compit>- 
mise  with  any  of  the  sureties  on  bonds  given  to  the 
United  States  by  Samuel  Swartwont,  late  collector 
of  customs  for  the  port  of  New  York,""  repoHed 
the  same  without  amendment. 
FOURTH  INSTALMENT  OP  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  STANLY,  in  conformity  with  notice  here- 
tofore given,  on  the  21st  ef  December  last,  jisked 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  providing  for  the  pa)  meat 
of  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States,  according  to 
the  acts  of  June,  1836,  and  October,  1837,  when 
the  public  debt  is  paid,  and  to  release  the  States 
from  all  obligation  to  pay  either  of  the  insulmenis. 

On  tbe  question  of  granting  leave,  tbe  y»a<  and 
nays  were  demanded,  and  were,  yeas  66,  nays  83, 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Jno.  W.  Allen,  Baker, 
Boardman,  Brockway,  Casey,  China,  Chittenden, 
Clark,  James  Cooper,  Cranston,  Edward  Davies, 
Garret  Davis,  Deberry,  Dellei,  Edwaids,  Everett, 
Fillmore,  G.ites,  Giddings,  Qoode,  Grave*,  Grin- 
nell,  Uali,  Henry,  Hoffman,  James,  Charles  John- 
ston, William  Cost  Johnson,  Kempahall,  Lane, 
Lincoln,  McCarty,FiaacisMallery,  Mason, Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  Morgan,  Calvary  Morriv,  Mor- 
row, Osborne,  Peck,  Randall,  Rariden,  Reed, 
Ridgway,  Russell,  Simonton,  I  Slade,  Tmmaa 
Smith,  Stanly,  Staart,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Iliomp- 
sun,  Tillinghast,  Tuland.  Tripleit,  Trombull,  Un- 
derwood, Edward  D.  Whi.'e,  Lewis  Williams, 
Chri^itopber  H.  Williams,  and  Winihrop— 66. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Atherton,  Baiik% 
-Reatty,  Black,  Bord,  Aaron  Y.  Brown,  William  O. 
Butler,  Bynnm,  John  Campbell,  Carroll,  Chap- 
man, Clifford,  Connor,  Maik  A.  Cooper,  Wm.  R. 
Cooper,  Crabb,  Crary,  Cross,  John  D»vis,  Doan, 
Dromgnole,  Dairan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Gerry,  Go<rgin,  Oriffio,  Hammond,  Hand, 
John  Hastings,  Hawe',  Hawkins,  Hubbard, 
Jameson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Naih. 
Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Etile, 
Leadbetier,  Leet,  Leon«rd(  Lowell,  Locas,  Mc- 
Clellan,  MrCullocb,  McKay,  Meredith  Mallory, 
Montanya,  Saaiuel  W.  Morris,  Parrish,  P«rmeaier, 
Paynier,  Petrikin,  Picken?,  Rrynolds,  Rivrs,  Ed- 
ward Rogers,  James  R'  gers.  Samuel<,Shaw,Albert 
Smith,  Thomas  Smi  h.  Starkweather,  S:eenrod, 
Strong,  Sweney,  P.  F.  Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson, 
Tniney,  Vanderpoel,  Vrcom,  David  D.  Wagener, 
Warren,  Wat'erson,  Weller,  Wick,  Jarcd  W. 
Williams,  and  Henry  Wdliartrs— 83. 

So  the  Hoose  refnsed  In  grant  leave. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NATHANIEL  J0NE3,  tbe 
Commiitre  on  ReTolutionary  Claims  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  coosideratf-n  of  the  peti- 
tion of  the  bei.-s  of  Edwaru  Pannell,  and  the  petition 
waf  laid  on  the  lahlr . 

Mr.  NATHANIEL  JONE?!,  from  th-  Commit- 
t(e  on  Rtvolutionary  Claims,  ms'le  unfatrorab'e 
reports  upon  the  petitions  of  Sally  C.  WenwOod 
and  Eiizi  S.  Wenwo<  d,  the  heirs  of  Sarlton  Wood- 
son; at(d  Nicbolas  Murray  and  others^  heirs  of 
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Imbcs  Mnnay;  which  reports  vere  ordered  io  lie 
■pen  the  (able,  aod  be  printed. 

Oa  motioQ  of  Mr  NATHANIEL,  JONES,  (he 
Commiitte  oa  fterelDtionary  Claims  was  dis- 
chargfd  fram  the  forther  coiit>idera'40D  of  the  peti- 
tion ot  the  heirs  of  F.  W.  Emi  h,  late  a  iieaieoant 
in  the  army;  and  the  same  was  referred  to  the 
OommiHeeon  Claims. 

Mr.  BLY,  from  the  Commitiee  on  Revolationa- 
ry  Claims,  to  which  waj  referred  the  petiiica  of  ihe 
represtntaiivei  of  LieuL  Rignol  Hillary,  made  a 
report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their  re- 
lief; which  was  rrad  twice,  committed  to  a  Com- 
miileeof  the  Whple  Houe,  and  oidercd  to  be 
priired.  * 

Mr.  ELY,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whieh 
was  referred  ihe  petition  of  ifae  representatifes  of 
Nathaniel  Irish,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  for  their  relief;  read  twice,  eommit- 
led  to  a  Committee  or  the  Whole  Hoase,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ELY,  from  the  same  eommitire,  made  un- 
favorable reports-  upon  the  peiiiions  of  Marcus 
Brown,  (he  heirs  of  Capt.  Joseph  Miehanz,  and 
Nathan  WiUiims:  laid  npon  the  table. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  ELY,  the  aams  committee 
ware  difcbarged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  pMitioBs  of  Margaret  Chapen  a&d  Oeorge 
Frisbie;  and  said  peiiiions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PARMENTER,  from  the  same  committee, 
laade  anfavorable  reports  upon  the  ptiitioas  of  the 
beirs  of  Jonathan  Snowden,  Catharine  Telfair, 
daoghter  of-  CapUin  Isaiah  Wool,  and  the  heirs 
of  Wood  Joae«;  which  reports  were  laid  on  the 
taUe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PARMENTER,  the  same 
eommittec  were  dischaiiged  from  the  farther  coa- 
uderatioo  of  the  petition  of  Thomas  Keatcs;  and 
the  same  waxfeferred  to  the  Cominittee  on  Retrohi- 
ttonary  Pensions. 

Mr.  PARMENTER,  from  the  bame  committee, 
to  which  was  referred  the  tpet»iioa  of  ihe  be^rs  .of 
CoUinel  Thomas  KbowUod,  made  a  report  thereon, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  to  authoiize  the  payment  of 
Ihe  seven  year*'  half  pay,  due  on  account  of  the 
lervicrs  of  Thomas  Knowlioo,  deceased,  in  Ihe 
war  of  Ihe  ReTolation:  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse. 

Mr.  HALL,  from  the  tarns  eommitire,  made  an 
■nfavarable  report  upon  ihe  petition  of  the  hfits  of 
Ephraim  Boweo;  whch  repoii  WascommitU'd  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  HALL,  frcm  the  same  committee,  made  an- 
favorable reportv  in  the  cases  of  Edward  R.  Lan- 
rens,  adminiiitrator  of  Thomas  Rniledge;  of  Henry 
HobssD,  legatee  of  Joseph  Hobson,  deceased;  of 
the  heirs  of  John  Qodell,  deceased;  of  the  heirs  of 
Robert  Vaoce,  deceased;  of  the  heirs  of  Dr. 
Charles  Taylor,  of  the  beirs  of  Angostio  Willett; 
which  reports  were  ssverally  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
ta<:le. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY,  from  the  same  ccmmtt. 
tee,  made  anfavorable  reports  in  (he  cases  of  the 
heirs  of  Richard  Cbenowe^h,  deceased;  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  heirs  of  Samuel  J.  Alton;  on  the  petition 
«f  Hompbrey.  Willard;  on  the  petition  of  Joeiah 
Briscoe;  which  rw^rts  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY,  from  the  Revolutionary 
Committee,  made  a  report  up>n  the  pttitiov  of  the 
heirs  of  Richard  Shubrick,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  their  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice  and  eom- 
miited  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

On  motion  of  TEIPL&TT,  the  same  committee 
was  dischargrd  from  (he  further  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  John  Maddoz;  and  the  same  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revoluiiooary  Pen- 
sions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOUN,  the  Commitiee 
on  Private  Land  Claims  was  diseharsed  from  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
of  Biaj;>r  General  Dnporiail,  Brigadier  General 
'Amaiid,  and  Major  De  la  Combe;  and  the  same 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  BevolatioBary 
Pensions. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri. 
vale  Land  Claims,  made  a  report  upon  the  petition 
of  Obed  P.  Lacey,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  read  twice  v>d  committed. 


Mr-.  YR03M,  (k'offl  the  tame  commitiee,  to 
which  was  referred  ihe  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled ''an  act  to  continoe  in  force  the  aet  for  the 
the  Anal  adjattment  of  piivate  land  claims  in  Mk- 
couri,  approved  9ih  July,  1832,  and  the  act  sap- 
plementary  thereto,  approved  3i  March,  1833," 
reported  the'  same  without  amendment:  com- 
milled. 

Mr.  JAMESON,  from  Ihe  ramecomraiitse,  to 
was  referred  the  bill  frrm  ihK  Seuatc,  entitled  "an 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jean  Bapiiste  Comean,"  re- 
ported the  same  wiihoat  amendment:  committed. 

Mr.  J.  fnim  (he  sam«  Committee,  made  a  report 
apon  thtf  petition  of  James  Fort  Mu«-e  in  the  ri^t 
of  bis  house,  reported  a  bill  to  confirm  Margaret 
Adnlaide  Muse  -in  her  claim  to  a  certain  uact  of 
land  in  the  State  of  Loaisiana;  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  DBLLETT,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Valeraia  Al- 
htine,  aoeompaaied  by  a  bill  for  his  relfef:  read 
twice,  and  commtted. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  DELLETT, 

Onltnd,  That  the  Commitiee  on  Private  Laad 
Claims  be  discharged  from  the  farther  eonsidera- 
tion  of  the  peliiion  of  Samuel  Norris  and  Frede- 
rick Sanfirain,  and  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  D.  from  the  sane  committee,  reported  baak, 
withont  amendment,  S*iute  bill  entitled  "An  aet 
confirming  to  George  Tucker,  his  heirs  or  assigiis, 
a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Alabama:  committed  to 
a  Commitiee  of  the  Whole  Honse  to-morrow. 

Mr.  D.  also  rrporied  back  to  the  House,  Senate 
bill  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Ohas.  Mor- 
gan of  LonisiaQa,  without  amendment:  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN,  from  the  same  committte, 
madean  nnfavorab.e  report  npon  the  petition  of 
Nareissa  Carmoacb;  which  report  was  ordered  to 
lie  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOARDMAN, 

Oritnd,  That  the  Commitiee  on  Private  Land 
Claims  be  discharged  from  the  farther  eonsidera- 
tion  of  the  peiitiotiof  Robert  Graham,  and  that  (be 
p«li(ionerhave  leave  to  withdraw  the  same. 

Mr.  CROSS,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  refened  iRe  petition  of  Jaeob  Thomac,  made 
an  aitfavorable  report  thereon;  which  report  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  C.  from  the  same  committee,  also  reported 
back  to  the  Houie,  without  amendment.  Senate  bill 
entiiled  "An  aet  to  authorize  the  issning  of  a  pa- 
lent  to  the  heirs  or  legal  representatives  of  Fran- 
cis Rivaud,  deceased:"  committed  to  Coaunittee  of 
Ihe  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WICK, 

Ordered,  That  Ihe  Commiilee  on  Private  Land 
Claims  be  discharged  from  the  farther  eonaidera- 
tion  of  the  petition  of  Peter  Randon,  and  that  it 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  reports  being  eatitd  from  the  Committee  on 
BfanuiMtores, 

SSr.  ADAMS,  after  some  brief  remarks  inrsla- 
Ution  to  the  bill  heretofore  reperted  by  that  com- 
mittee for  pieveniing  frandi  io  the  eollectioa  of  the 
revenue,  moved  that  said  bill  be  made  the  special 
order  for  the  3'2d  instant. 

On  Ihe  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative,  as  follows— yeai  66,  nays  59,  not 
two- thirds. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL, 

Ordtrti,  That  ihe  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  entitled  "An  aet 
for  Ihe  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Nitfhan 
Piyor,  deceased,  be  difcbarged  frem  the  further 
consideration  thereof,  and  ilul  if  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BiCLL,  from  the  Committee  on  Iitdian  Af- 
fairs, 10  which  was  jeCened  the  Senate  bill  entitled 
'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gordon  S.  Hobbard,  Ro- 
bert H.  Kiitxie,  and  others,  rt^perted  the  same  wiih- 
oat amendment. 

Mr.  GOGOIN,  from  the  Cemmitee  on  Military 
Affairs,  made  repinM  adverse  to  the  following  per 
tiiions,  vis:  Of  Mrs.  Franees  Barr,  for'  eompewa- 
tion  for  (he  services  of  her  hubwd  in  the  late 
war;  of  Mrs.  FranoM  P.  GwdiBer,  the  wife  of 
Cap(ain  G.  W.  Gardiner,  for  the  renewal  of  pei^ 
sion;  of  Mrs.  Rosauut  MoConn,  for  fire  yean' 


half  pav,  tte.  on  tuoormt  of  tbe'-ssFricss  of  her 
hnsband,  a  aoldier  of,  the  late  war  with  Great 
BriMia;  which  reports  were  laid  en  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  G.  also,  from  the  same  eommitee,  made  a 
report  adverse  to  the  petition  of  Henry  Rogers  and 
William  Rogers,  asking  the  passage  of  an  act  of 
Congress  to  oiable  them  to.  surrender  a  military 
land  warrant,  and  to  receive  half  pay  for  their 
faibet';!  services;  laid  en  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
he  priaied. 

Mr.  G.  alro  a>ked  that  the  commiitee  ba  di«- 
diarged  from  the  farther  consideration  of  ihe  iiae- 
moiiai  of  Elkanah  Watson,  setting  forth  the  ad- 
vantagea  to  the  United  Sia<e8  of  a  railroad  for  mi- 
litary porposae  fiom  Port  Kent,  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  to  pgdensburg,  in  New  York.  Commitiee 
discharged. 

Mr.  Qt.  also  reported  a  bUl  for  the  relief  of  Geoe- 
ral  Daniel  Parker,  Laid  on-  the  table,  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SUMTER, 

Ordtrtd,  ThattheCommiUee  on  Military  Afihirs, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Qonom  and- 
Monroae,  in  relation  to  the  system  of  telegraphs, 
be  disebarged  fVom  the  farther  eonsidetation  Uiereof; 
and  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  KBMBLE,  from  the  Committee  oa  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  made  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  authorize  the  en- 
listment of  boys  in  the  army  of  the  United  Statet; 
which  was  reiki  a  first  and  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Commitiee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  K.  also  repotted  a  joint  resolution  far  prim- 
ing map  of  Northwest  Territory;  whieh  was  read' 
a  first  and  seeond  lime  and  eommitted. 

Mr.  K.  also  reported  a  bill,  accompanied  by  a 
report,  to  reimborse  the  State  of  Vermont  for  ser- 
vices of  her  militia;  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  K.  also  reported  a  bill  to  apthurize  the  en- 
listment of  militia  ia  Fktrida  for  one  year;  which 
was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  W.  0.  BUTTLBR  presented  additional  tes- 
timony in  the  ca<es  of  Sasan  Foster,  Rebecca  Mc- 
Pherson,  and  Martha  Conly;  whKh  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolniioaary  Peaiioas. 

Mr.  B.  also  reported  a  bill  appropriating  |10,000 
for  the  repair  of  the  buildioe^  and  (he  purehaae 
of  addiiiooal  arooad  at  the  Newport  barraclcs,  ia 
the  StAte  of  Kentucky;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed. 

Mr.  MONTANYA,  frem  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  npon  the 
petition  of  Mary  B.  Babaon,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Harriden;  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  M.  also,  from  the  same  commiaee,  niade  a 
report  npon  the  petition  of  Joseph  Morrell,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  DICKERSON,  fron:  the  same  comitiltee, 
made  anfavorable  repopts  upon  the  pedtioas  of  Sa- 
rah A.  Bieon,  widows  of .  Fedeiick  A.  Bacou;  Jas. 
Barron,  and  Jamee  J«ekson  of  England;  laid  on 
the  (able. 

Mr.  REED,  from  ihe  same  committee,  aiade  a 
report  upicn  the  petition  of  James  Glynn  and 
oiheis,  aeeompanied  by  a  bill  for  their  relief;  read 
twice  andcommitied. 

Mr.  BROCKWAY,  from  ihe  same  ooumitiee, 
made  a  report  upon  the  p.-li(ion  of  Mary  Ripley, 
widow  of  Jabes  Ripley,  accompanied  by  a  bill;  read 
twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  GUSHING,  flrom  the CommiUee  on  Foreien 
Affairs,  to  whieh  was  reCcrred  the  bill  from  the  Se- 
nate entitled  "An  aet  to  regelate  eommercial  in- 
tercnar.<e  with  the  port  of  Cayenne,  in  the  eolony 
of  French  Goiana,  and  to  remit  certain  dotics,'' 
repotted  the  same,  wiihoat  amendmeai:  eoauniited 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 
Uaion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CUSHING,  it  was 

JicMbni,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statee 
be  requested,  if  ia  his  jodgnient  not  ineompaUble 
with  the  public  service,  to  eommnnioate  to  this 
Hoose  the  dooements  and  other  information  in 
possession  of  the  Exeeaiive,  regarding  the  claims 
of  the  United  Stales  on  the  Governmnit  of  Bayti. 
Mr.  C.  H.  WILLI  ABAS,  from  the  Committee  o« 
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VonilB  AAuns  made  aa  DafanNrable  report  upon 
tha  peiiiioa  of  Abzaader  Seoti;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  PICKBCIS,  from  the  tame  oommittee,  re- 
Botled,  vithoat  UMiidiBent,  Seaate  bill  entitled, 
"An  aet  to  aathorize  the  Secretary  of  the  TTeasary 
to  reftuid  the  daiies  collected  m  the  Freneh  ship 
Atoxandre:''  eonuaitted  to  a  Oomniitee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD,  flron  the  same  committae,  r*. 
porud  a  Ml  ''makiog  farther  provinoa  for  the  ez- 
ptoraiion  and  aamf  of  that  part  of  the  Northeaat- 
em  booadary  line  of  the  Uoited  Slates  which  sepa- 
nttee  the  States  of  Maine  and  New  Hampihire  from 
the  BritSih  ProTinoes:"  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Comatiuee  of  the  Whole  Hoom. 

Mr.  MORGAN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Tanritories,  made  a  report,  asking  learetobe  dis- 
diaiigedftomthef^ir^erconiideraiioB  of  thepeti- 
tioB  of  the  etttzena  of  JaohsoDTille,  East  Florida, 
for  a  renewal  of  their  city  charier:  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

Abo,  a  report  from  die  same  committee,  askiog 
toava  to  be  disehaifed  from  the  forther  eonsidera' 
tkm  of  Ihe^tion  of  J.  H.  Bronsoo,  E.  B.  Gould, 
and  Joaeph  S.  Sandies,  for  ehaaging  the  place  of 
holding  ctimioat  aonris:  laid  on  ttie  table. 

Alio,«  bill  aaihorizing  the  Legislaiire  Council 
of  Fiwida  to  change  Ae  time  of  meeting  of  the 
eonaeil:  read  twice,  and  eemmitied. 

Also,  a  bill  aathoriaing  the  adjostmeDi  of  losses 
sostained  by  dtixeaa  of  Florida  in  1814,  by  the 
United  Stales  troops:  read  twice,  and  eommiued. 

Mr.  TALIAFEasO,  f<»m  the  Committee  on 
Revolntionary  Pensions,  to    which  was  referred 
Senate  bills  of  the  foUowing  titles,  vis: 
•  An  aet  panting  a  peosioa  to  IJemuel  White; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  SamiMl  Collins; 

An  aet  far  the  relief  of  David  Waller; 

An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Joaeph  Basseti; 

An  aet  for  the  rehef  of  Many  Bretiymaii; 
reported  the  same  withont  amendment;  which  said 
biila  were  sereraliy  oommiiied. 

Mr.  T.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  ih>m  the  Seaate  entiiled  "An  aet 
for  ihe  relief  of  Margaret  Baraes,  widow  of  Elijah 
Barass,  reported  the  same  with  amendments:  com> 
muted. 

Mr.  BROCK  WAY,  from  Uie  same  committee, 
to  which  was  refened  the  peiition  of  Pbillis  Talion, 
made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
her  relief:  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  QBfarorable  reports  opon  the  petitions 
of  Polly  Dpvning,  Mary  Adams,  Mary  Pike, 
Rewland  Ledbetter,  William  Anglea,  Ebenezer 
Johnson,  Conrad  Widrig,  John  Lathaiii,  Samael 
Sdgeeomb,  Thomas  Batman,  Matthew  Bonghton, 
Margaret  Glencer,  and  Edward  Brooks:  laidoo 
the  table. 

Mr.  HAND,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
bills  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Bishop,  Nathan 
Baldwin,  and  Mary  Reed,  formerly  widow  of 
Francis  Ryan,  accompanied  by  a  report  in  each 
case;  whidi  bills  were  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. . 

Mr.  H.  from  the  same  eommiitee,  repotted 
adversely  iipon  the  petirions  of  Mary  Hitcbeoclr, 
Daniel  MeCarty,  John  Clark,  and  John  B.  Falk»: 
laid  OB  the  able. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  H.  the  same  eemmittee  were 
discharged  from  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
petitions  of  Jemima  Bisbe,  John  Origsby,  and 
Sqaira  Ferris,  and  they  were  laid  en  the  table. 

Mr.  EDWARD  DAVIS,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  bills  fbr  the  relief  of  Samael 
Patch,  ana  (be  heirs  of  Joseph  Ptnmb,  aecompa- 
aiad  by  a  report  in  each  case;  which  bills  were 
read  twioa,  and  Mmmittcd. 

Mr.  PECK,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
bills  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Lydia 
Hoard,  and  gtanihig  a  pension  to  Sarah  Decker, 
aceompaaied  by  a  report  in  each  case^  which  hilts 
were  read  twice,  and  commitifd. 

Mr.  PBCK,  from  the  same  eommitiee,  reported 
adectaely  npoa  the  petiiioas  of  K^sith  Ronsom; 
HaotyAadfewe,  widow  of  Heory  Blachshire;  end 
Samael  Campbell;  which  reports  were  laid  upon 
tbetaUe. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  ANDREWS,  the  same  com- 
mittee -were  discharged  from  the  farther  eonsidera. 
tioo  of  the  petitions  of  Benjamin  Gallop  and  Wil- 
liam Moore;  George  W.  Kelly;  Elizabeth  Gibbs; 
Daniel  Ingolis;  and  Hannah  Branch;  which  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CARR,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lationary  Pensions,  reported  the  following  bills, 
viz: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Blade; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hc^g; 

A  bill  for  thn  relief  of  Sarah  Adams,  formerly 
widow  of  John  Greene; 

A  hill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Woodard; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mercy  Lord; 
which  were  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CARR,  the  same  eommitiee 
were  discharged  fr^  the  farther  consideration  of 
(be  petition  of  Catherine  Yanderbell;  Thomas 
Brown;  Barbara  Forties;  Thomas  Harvey;  and 
George  8.  Hawkins;  and  the  latter  petitions  were, 
on  his  motioil,  referred  to  the  Commttlee  on  Revo- 
latioaary  CSaims. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  leave  w  g 
given  to  Rebecca  MeCaan,  acd  the  heirs  of  David 
Brooks,  to  withdraw  their  papers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  03B0RNB,  leave  was  given  to 
Sasan  EUwood  to  withdraw  her  petition. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  HAND,  leave  was  given  to 
Daniel  J.  Taylor  to  withdraw  his  petition  from  Ihe 
files  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CALVARY  MORRIS,  from  the  Commit, 
tee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  ^ithont  amend- 
ment the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
therelief  of  John  McNeil:"  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CALVARY  MORRIS,  frrm  the  same  com- 
mittee, reportrd  bills  for  the  relief  of  William  R. 
Jsyn«s,  Daniel  Dunham,  and  Wilfred  Knott,  ae. 
oompanied  by  a  bill  in  each  ease,  except  Daniel 
Danlmm;  which  bills  were  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  CALVARY  MORRIS,  from  the  same  com- 
■nittee,  reported  adversely  upon  the  petition  of  Pe- 
ter Hovsion;  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  ot  Mc  C.  M.  the  same  committee 
wrre  discharged  from  the  further  eonsideraiion  of 
the  petition  of  WilUam  Canningham;  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STRONG,  the  same  com- 
mitiee  were  discharged  from  the  farther  eonsidera. 
tiott  of  the  petitioDs  of  Christopher  Lambert,  Con- 
rad Heity,  David  Penhailow,  and  Asa  Devrington, 
and  the  said  petitions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  S.  from  the  same  committee,  reported  ad- 
veraely  opon  the  petitions  of  Elizabeth  Shame,  and 
Hugh  NeuUay;  laid  on  the  table.  ^ 

Mr.  S.  from  the  same  eommitiee,  reported  bills 
for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Chase,  John  Hicks,  and  Sa- 
mael B.  Hugo,  accompanied  by  a  bill  in  each  case; 
read  twiee  and  committed. 

Mr.  DOAN,  from  the  same  committee,  made  ad- 
verse reports  npon  the  petitions  of  Philip  Anspaeb, 
Reuben  M.  Gibbs,  Jacob  Miller,  and  William 
Simms;  laid  on  the  table- 
On  motion  of  Mr.O.  the  same  committee  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  pe- 
lion  of  John  Godfrey;  and  the  petition  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  BDWARD3,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported bills  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Bean,  Field* 
log  Pratt,  and  George  Hommell,  oeeompaniod  by 
a  bill  in  each  oase;  which  bills  were  twice  read  and 
eommiued. 

Mr.  E.  from  the  same  committee,  made  adverse 
reports  npon  the  peiitioBs  of  Ellea  A.  Schmnck, 
Coffin  Sanbora,  Peleg  Fallasan,  Moses  Archer,  and 
William  Newton;  which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DOAN,  from  Ihe  same  committee,  reported 
bills  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  D'ey  a>d  Hugh  Wal- 
lace Warmley,  aoeompanied  by  a  rrport  in  each 
case;  which  bills  were  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  CHITTENDEN,  from  the  same  oommittee, 
reported  bills  far  the  relief  of  John  Piper  and  Wil- 
liam Batteifield,  aooomj>aoied  by  bills  in  each  easej 
which  bills  were  read  twice,  and  enmmitted. 

Mr.  C.  also,  from  the  same  commiuee,  made  sd- 
I  verse  reports  npon  the  petitions  of  Deaatha  Thom-  | 


son,  wfdov  of  William  Thomson,  and  Gkleoa  A. 
Perry:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHirrENDEN,frem  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Peiisions,  made  unfavorable  reportt  upon 
Ihe  peitiiions  of  Jeremiah  Wright,  Palmer  BraoA, 
John  Aston,  John  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Davis,  John 
Spear,  and  James  Bailey;  which  reports  were  'W- 
dered  to  lie  upon  the  table.  ^ 

Mr.  G.  also  made  a  report  npon  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  Hunt,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  re- 
lief; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHITTENDEN,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions  was  discharged  frooa 
the  farther  considePation  of  the  petition  of  Msiy 
Davenport;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committea 
on  Revolatiooary  Pensions.' 

Mr.  S.  W.  MORRIS,  from  the  same  eommiltee, 
reported  sundry  bills,  viz: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Neil  Shannon; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  M.  Roberts; 

A  bill  far  the  relief  pf  Josiah  Wesilake;  sod 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ljrmaa  M.  Ooohe; 
aoeompanied  by  a  rrport  io  each  ease;  which  bills 
were  severally  read  toiee,  aad  coaamitled  to  a  Com- 
loitt^  of  the  Whnle. 

Mr.  S.  W,  MORRIS  also  made  aofilyorable  ro* 
ports  upon  Ibe  petitions  of  Elisha  Plomb,  Jolm 
Steer,  George  Miller,  William  Parker,  a  Seaaea 
Indian,  Robert  Marshall,  Benjamin  Walker,  and 
Betsy  D.  Boskirk;  which  reports  were  ordered  to 
lie  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  8.  W.  MORRIS,  the  Commit, 
tee  on  Invalid  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petiiian  of  Robert 
Aeheart,  and  the  petition  was  leferred  to  the  Com* 
mittre  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  fVom  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canali,  to  which  was  referred  Seaate 
bill  entitled  "An  aet  making  appropriation  to  com. 
plete  the  removal  of  the  raft  of  Red  river,  and  for 
other  purposes,  teported  the  sane  without  amead* 
ment;  which  was  committed  to  ibe  Commitiee  of 
the  Wh*le. 

Mr.  HOPKINS,  (in  behalf  of  Mr.  Jambs  Gib* 
LiND,  Who  is  eonflned  by  sickness,)  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  fubUc  Lands,  reported  a  b>ll  to  continae 
in  force  the  first  section  of  an  act  entitled  "Aa  aet 
to  extend  Ihe  time  for  Iseating  Virginia  military 
land  warrants,  and  returning  surveys  thereon  to  ' 
the  General  Land  Office,"  approved  Jsly  7,  1838; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GALBRAITH,  Ihe  Coooiit. 
tee  of  the  Whole  was  discharged  from  the  coamde- 
ralion  of  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  the  navigotion  of  Ibe  Alleghany 
river,  between  Pittsburg  and  Clean,  and  the  MH  re- 
ferred to  a  Coinmiiiee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  ot 
the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BEATTY,  f^om  the  Commitiee  on  PateniK, 
reported  back  Senate  bill  entitled  "An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  an  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  the  awfhl 
arts,"  withont  amendment;  which  wai  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  B.  also  reported  Senate  bill,  without  amend- 
meat,  entitled  "An  aet  to  make  oertain  approprta* 
t:oas  for  the  Patent  Officr;"  which  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  B.  al*}  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
John  Pettibone,  accnmpanie  <  by  a  bill  to  extend 
the  patent  heretofore  granted  to  Daniel  Pettibooe; 
which  was  re^id  twice,  and  eommittid  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  tha  Whole. 

Mr.  LEONARD,  from  Ihe  Committee  on  PaV 
lie  Baildings  and  Grounds,  made  a  report  upon  (he 
petition  of  Hagh  Stewart,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  whirh  wai  read  twice,  and  commitiod 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Wh-jle. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  L.  the  Commiilee  on  Pablie 
Buildings  aad  Gri^unds  was  diachar)>ed  from  the 
forthsr  consideration  of  the  peiition  of  Samnel 
Atch'.sson,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committeefor 
the  Diilrict  of  Colurah'a. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  L  the  same  eommit'ee  was 
discharged  from  the  further  eonfiilrraiion  of  the 
petition  of  A.  W.  D>nham,  and  it  was  laid  upon 
Ihe  table,   .^tpgfj  i- 

Mr.  L.  Item  dii  aame  commtttee,  reported  a  join 
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iMolaiiou  for  the  rcKef  of  Masteiton  and  Smith, 
eoatractota  for  the  tnaible  w«rk  on  tbeOenentl 
PMt  Office  Bailding,  and  for  other  purpose*;  «faieh 
WBs  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
tififd  reading  to  moorow. 

Mr.  L.  bf  leave,  presented  a  petition  of  Jacob 
Kerr,  praying  remuneration  in  land  or  money  for 
the  loss  of  snndry  boaniy  land  wanants  of  which 
he  has  been  defrauded  by  the  dithonesiy  of  a  Oo< 
venimeat  agent;  which  petition  was  refened  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  T.  W.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee 
on  Mileage,  reported  a  bill  lo  establish  a  more  nni- 
tona  mle  of  computing  mlleaxe  and  per  dipm  com- 
pensation of  members  of  Congress;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  »tate  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD,  (in  behalf  Mr.  Jobs  W.  Da- 
vis, who  is  confined  by  sickness,)  from  the  Select 
Comm{itee,to  which  was  referred  a  letter  from  John 
C.  Hives,  one  of  the  printers  to  the  House,  dated 
the  3  let  ultimo,  and  the  memorial  of  Hngh  A. 
Qarland,  Clerk  of  the  House,  dated  the  4ih  instant, 
(h<Mh  eommnnieations  refening  to  a  controversy 
between  the  parties,  as  lo  Mm  power  of  the  Clerk  to 
control  the  binding  of  Congressional  documents, 
wad  the  prialiBgof  the  special  orders  of  the  House,) 
made  a  report  thereon,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  taUe. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  the  Committee  of  Eire- 
lion?,  reported  a  bill  regulating  the  taking  tesiimo- 
ny  in  cases  of  contested  elections,  and  for  other 
purposes;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to 
a  Commitiee  of  the  Whole. 
'  Mr.  VANDERPOEL,  from  ihs  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reporieJ  a  billto  provide  for  the 
■nppeit  of  the  Miliisry  Academy  fur  the  year 
184);  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
die  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Unien. 

Go  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the  Com- 
mittee nf  Ways  and  Means  was  discharged  from 
the  farther  eonsi'leralion  of  the  petition  of  the  city 
council  of  St.  Louis,  asking  an  appropriation 
for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  the 
city  of  St  Louis :  of  the  peiiiion  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Preble  county,  Ohio,  in  relation  to  the 
Cumberland  road;  and  of  the  petition  of  the  Mo- 
bile and  New  Orleans  Railroad  Company;  which 
weie  severally  laid  upon  ibe  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the  same 
eommittee  was  discharged  from  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  pipers  in  relation  to,  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  purchase  of  a  site  and  erection  of  an 
arsenal  at  Cbarlesion,  South  Carolina,  which  pa- 
pers were  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COOPER  of  Georgia,  the  same 
committee  was  discharged  fiom  the  further  cooai- 
drration  of  the  petition  of  Asa  Armington,  and  it 
was  Uid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Mean.s  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Ephraim  W.  Buir  and  A.  P.  Smith  of  Rhode 
Istand;  which  wa^s  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  H.  also  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  C.  de  la  Hailandiere;  which  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  JAREO  W.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Pearson  Cogswell,  late  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict of  New  Hampshire,  mads  a  report  thereon, 
•oto'Dpaaicd  by  ab.ll;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
•OBunitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Mntele. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  tame  committee,  (o  which  was 
Tfferred  the  bill  from  tfae  Senate  enutled  "An  act 
tin  the  relief  of  Daniel  O.  Skinner  of  Alabami," 
leporied  the  came  withoat  amendment;  which  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RUSSELL,  from  the  same  coinmiuee,.to 
which  was  referred  Senate  bills  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Ephraim  D.  Dickson,"  reported  the 
Fame  without  amenilment;  which  was  commited  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  R.  from  the  same  oimmittee,  to  which  were 
refened  Senate  bills  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  James  H.  Relfe,'»and  "An  act  for  the  raJief  of 
ClaiaeiU«t  Bryan  and  Company,"  reported  the  same 


with  amendmeDts;  which  were  severally  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  R.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  wa* 
referred  Senate  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief 
of  John  C.  Reynolds  le'e  disbursing  agent  of  tbe 
Indian  Department,"  made  an  adverse  report  there- 
on; aTid  the  bill  was  committed  lo  a  Committes  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  R.  from  the  fame  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  Senate  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  autho- 
rize the  Secretary  of  War  to  adjuW  and  pay  to  Ben- 
jamin Murphy,  of  Arkansas,  the  value  of  his  corn, 
cattle,  and  hogs,  taken  by  the  Cherokee  Indians  in 
the  month  of  December,  1838,  made  an  unfavora- 
ble report  thereon;  and  the  biU  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  from  the  same  committee,  lo 
which  was  referred  the  petition  of  J.  W.  Nye,  a'?- 
signet  of  Peter  Bargy,  made  an  unfavorable  report 
thereon;  which  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  D.  from  tfae  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  Senate  bin  entitled  '  An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  an  act  for  the  relief  nf  Walter  Loomis  and 
Abel  Qay,  approved  July  3,  1836,"  made  an  ad> 
verse  report  thereon;  and  the  bill  was  committed  lo 
a  Commitiee  of  the  Whele.  ^ 

Mr.  D.  from  tbe  same  committee,  reported  a  bill 
furiber  to  continue  in  force  the  "Act  for  tbe  pay- 
ment of  horses  and  other  property  lost  in  the  mJli- 
tary  service  of  the  United  fctalcs;"  which  was  read 
a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Mr.  GIDOINGS,  from  the  same  eommittee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  Senate  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Trea- 
cnry  to  settle  tbe  accounts  of  Francis  Gehon,  late 
maisbal  of  Wiskonran,"  made  an  adverse  report 
thereon,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole- 
Mr.  O.  also  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  Ann  Mason  Tati;  which  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  CURTIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Se- 
nate entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  procure  steam  vessels  for  the 
revenue  service;"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment:  committed. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  adversely  on  the  petition  of  Wm. 
Jones,  late  Postmaster  o(  the  City  of  Washington: 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TOL&ND,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rebecca 
Guest,  executrix  of  John  Qoert,  deceased;  ao- 
C3mpanied  by  a  report;  which  bill  was  read  twitp, 
and  eommiiied. 

A  message  wis  received  the  President  of  the 
United  State;;,  by  Mr.  Abraham  Van  Buren,  his 
private  Secretary,  notifying  that  the  President  did, 
on  the  31  of  Febrnarv,  instant,  approve  an  enrolled 
bill  entitled  "An  act  mskicg  temporary  provision 
for  lunatics  in  the  District  of  Columbia." 

Thefollooingmetsage,  received  trom  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  on  the  8ih  instant,  was 
read  as  follows: 

Totha  Senat*  and  M*uu  »f  Utrrat^Hiea  of  tht 
UnUtd  Slala. 

Istransmit  herewith  the  copy  of  a  report  from 
the  commissioners  for  the  exploration  and  survey 
of  the  Northeastern  boundary,  in  addition  to  the 
documents  sent  to  Congress,  with  a  reference  to  a' 
farther  appropriation  for  the  completion  of  the  duty 
entinsted  to  the  commission. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  Febroary  8, 1841. 

Ordered,  That  said  message  be  referred  (o  tbe 
Committee  on  Ft  reign  Affairs. 

Mr.  CRABB  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  to  explain  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jermison  itnd  WiUianwon,''  approved  March  3, 
1839;  rend  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  on  leave,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing, viz: 

Huohtd.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route  from  Jack- 
aonvUle,  Alabama,  by  White  Plains,  Adrian's  Fer- 
ry, on  Tallapoosa  river,  Alabama  Gold  Mines,  to 
CarroUttm,  Oeoigia.    Alao,  of  establithing  a  lonte 


from  LowaviHe,  Madistn   county,  Alabama,   te 
Trenton,  in  Jackson  county,  same  State. 

And  then,  at  a  quarter  past  S  p.  m.  the  Hoiise 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
SiTUBptr,  February  13, 1841. 

After  the  journal  had  been  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLIFFORD,  the  Home  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the. 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Banks  in  tbe  chair)  for 
the  purpose  of  considering,  during  the  moming  ^ 
hear,  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  completing 
the  survey  of  the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the 
United  States. 

It  wa^  discovered,  however,  that  the  bill  had  been 
sent  to  the  printers,  and  that  it  could  not  be  obtain- 
ed in  any  reasonable  time. 

Mr.  EASTMAN  of  New  Hampshire  hoped  the 
committee  would  take  np  the  bill  recently  intio. 
dnced  by  him,  extending  for  five  yeafs  the  act  of 
1838,  granting  half  pay  to  certain  widows  and 
orphans. 

Mr.  PICKENS  moved  that  the  eommittee  rise. 

Tbe  qnestion  was  put,  and  the  commitiee  «f»s 
counted  by  tellers— ayes  40,  noes  81. 

So  tbe  committee  refused  to  ri^e. 

The  CHAIR  here  decided  that  the  rules  were 
suspended  for  the  special  purpose  of  acting  on  a 
particular  snhject,  and  that  it  would  not  therefore 
be  in  order  to  take  up  any  other  matter. 

A  bill  was  here  furnished  by  Mr.  CtwniJio,  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  which  be  said  was 
a  copy  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  DROMQOOLE  asked  the  CHiia  if  this  were 
the  identical  bill  reported  by  the  Coinmiltte  on  Fo- 
reign Affairs. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  ht  could  answer. 

Mr.  DROMQOOLE  would  not  receive  his  an- 
swer, and  demanded  that  the  CHiia  or  Clerk  re- 
spond to  the  inquiry  whether  tbe  bill  now  present- 
ed was  the  identical  bill  report;  d  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  Clerk  answered  it  was  not. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  it  #as  a  true  copy. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  called  on  the  House  not  to 
act  upon  any  bill  which  was  not  the  bill  actnaHy 
reported  to  the  House,  and  spoke  as  to  the  danger 
which  mi)!ht  arise  from  the  practice  now  proposed 
to  be  pursued  by  sub-sututing  a  bill  said  to  be  a  copy 
of  ihe  bill. 

As  the  trne  bill  could  not  be  produced,  another 
motion  was  made  that  the  committee  rise. 

And  tbe  question  being  put,  a  quorum  did  not 
vote;  upon  which  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
that  fact. 

The  SPEAKER  counted  the  Honse,  and  reported 
that  a  large  quorum  was  present;  and  the  House 
acain  resumed  its  session  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  EVANS  admitted  that,  according  to  a  strict 
adherence  te  rule  or  form,  the  objections  taken  by 
Mr.  DnouoooLii  were  correct;  bat,  in  point  of  fact, 
tbe  House  in  almcst  ail  cases  acted  upon  bills 
which  were  only  transcripts  of  the  originals.  It 
acted  upon  printed  bills,  the  originals  b^ing  filgd 
away  in'the  Clerk's  office. 

Mr.  DRO-MGOOLE  explained,  and  showed  that 
the  bills  upon  which  the  House  usually  acted  were 
equal  to  the  originals,  as  they  were  the  official 
printed  copiesjfrom  the  originals;  the  originals  them- 
sWves,  if  any  doubt  arose,  being  not  only  within 
reach  of,  but  in  fact  within  the  acitual  possession 
of,  the  House,  and  might  bo  considered  as  actually 
before  it. 

^e  original  bill  still  not  being  forthcoming- 
Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee lise. 

The  question  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  there  ap- 
peared.«-a;es  44,  noes  83. 

After  remarks  frodi  several  gentlemen  as  to  the 
proper  .course  of  proceeding — 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  that  the  committee  do  pro- 
ceed to  act  upon  the  bill  subsUtuied  by  Mr.  Cosn- 

The  question  was  put— Ayes  93,  noes  50. 

And  so  the  committee  deiermtned  to  act  on  the 
bill  hand,  d  in  by  Mr.  Coshimo. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  asked  if  there  was  any.mode 
bj  which  it  conld  be  aKertained  that  Uw  bill  which 
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the  committee  bad  voted  to  act  upon  was  a  tiae 
transcript  of  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  GUSHING  iboDgbt  it  was  too  late  to  asic 
tbat  qaestioa.  The  committee  had  decided  to  act 
apoa  the  transcript  handed  in  by  him,  copy  or  no 
copy.  Mr.  C.  went  on  to  explain  the  provisionj 
of  like  bill,  and  staged  that  it  was  identical,  in  lui- 
uanee,  wiib  ibe  ori^tinai. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  redocing  the  appropriation  from  (75,000  to 
|37,500. 

Mr.  PETEIKIN  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  oat  ^7,500,  and  inserting  (30,000 

Some  discussion  followed,  directed  mainly  to  the 

S roper  extent  of  the  appropriaiioo,  in  which  Masts, 
lLBERT  SMITH,  UNDERWOOD,  CUSHINQ, 
HAWBS,  PETRIKIN.  PICKENS,  TILLINGI- 
HAST,  and  VANDERPOEL  (ibfc  latter  of  whom 
angie&ted  a  compromise  of  (50,000)  participated. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  was  proceeding  to  make  some 
remarks,  when,  the  honr  baviig  elapsed,  the  Chair- 
man announced  the  fac>;  and  ibe  committee  iherc- 
npon  rose,  (wilhont  action,)  and  reported  progress 
BURNING  OF  THE  CAROLINE  AND  THE 
CASE  OF  MrLEOD. 

Mr.  PICKENS,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  made  the  following  report,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed: 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whom  was 
leXerred  the  Message  of  ibe  Piesident,  transmitting 
a  correspondence  with  the  British  Minister  in  rela- 
tion to  the  biuning  of  the  steamboat  Caroline,  and 
the  demand  made  for  the  liberation  of  Mr.  Alexan- 
der McLeod,  reipeclfally  report: 

It  appears  that  tbe  steamboat  "Caroline"  was 
seized  and  destroyed  in'  the  month  of  'December, 
1837.  The  committee  are  indnced  to  believe  tbat 
the  facts  of  tbe  case  are  as  follows:  The  boat  \^as 
owiied  by,  and  in  possesion  of,  a  citizen  cf  New 
York.  She  was  cleared  from  the  City  of  Buffalo, 
and,  on  (he  morning  of  the  29th  of  December, 
1837,  she  left  the  port  of  Buffalo,  boand  for  Schlos. 
ser,  upon  the  Amiricin  side  of  the  Niagara  ri«er, 
and  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  Tlie 
original  intention  seemed  to  be,  to  ran  the  boat  be- 
tween Buffalo  and  Schlosxer,  or,  perhaps,  from 
Black  Rock  dam  to  Schl:  sser,  and,  should  it  seem 
profitable,  it  was  intended  to  run  her  alio  to  Navy 
Island.'and  touch  at  Grand  Is' and  andTonawanda. 
Her  owner  was)  Mr.  Wells,  taid  to  be  a  respectable 
citizen  of  Buffalo,  and  it  is  ob«iooi>,  hi^  iaieatiun  ia 
pntting  up  the  boat  was  one  of  speculation  and 
prrfit  entirtly.  Tbe  excitement  upon  that  potti*n 
of  tbe  frontrer,  at  this  period,  had  collected  a  great 
many  in  the  neighborhood — some  from  curiosity — 
some  from  idleness — and  offers  Irum  taking  an  in- 
terfsi  in  the  unusual  andexlraoidinary  cellection  of 
adventurous  men  gathered  together  at  tbat  lime  on 
Navy  Island.  Navy  Liland  was  "nominally  "  in  the 
British  "territory." 

The  owner  of  the  Caroline  took  advantage  of 
these  circamitances  to  make  some  money  with  his 
boat,  by  running  her,  as  a  ferry  boat,  over  to  Navy 
Island.  All  these  facts  appear  from  testimony 
regularly  taken,  (see  H:  R.  Doc:  No.  303,  page  46 
and  39,  3d  Se«ioo,  25  h  CoDgrest,)  and  tbe  com- 
mittee know  of  no  legal  evidence  to  contradict 
ftem.  There  is  no  proof  that  any  arm<  or  mu- 
nitions of  war  were  carried  in  the  boat,  eicepi, 
perhaps,  one  small  six  pounder  field-piece  belonging 
to  a  passenger.  Tnc  principal  object  was  to  run 
the  boat  as  a  feiry  beat  from  Scblotser,  on  the  Ame- 
rican side,  to  Navy  Island,  on  tbe  British  side.  It 
is  believed  that,  even  in  war,  a  neutral  power  has 
the  right  to  trade  in  contraband  articles,  snbject,  of 
course,  to  seizure  and  confiscation,  if  taken  within 
the  jjrisdiction  of  either  of  the  contending  parties. 
What  is  contraband  of  war  is  not  always  cert&in. 
Treaty  stipnlaiioiis  Ireqdently  include  some  arti- 
cles, and  excise  others  recognised  in  the  lav  of 
nations.  Trading  in  contraband  articles  is  no  ex- 
cuse for  invading  the  territory  and  soil  of  a  neutral 
and  independent  power,  whoce  private  citizens  may 
chooee  to  ran  the  hazards  of  tuch  a  trade.  In  this 
instance  there  were  no  two  foreign  powers  engaged 
in  war;  but  all  concerned  in  the  outbreak  or  excite- 
ment within  the  British  jurisdictiou,  claimed  to  be 
British  subjects,  in  resistance  of  the  authorities  of 
Ctnaita,  a  province  of  the  British  empire.    £ven 


admittine,  then,  that  the  Caroline  was  engaged  in 
Contraband  trade,  yet  it  was  with  cilizeos  who 
claimed  to  be  subjects  of  the  same  empire  with 
those  who  were  styled  the  legitimate  officers  of  the 
Province.  Abstractly  speaking,  how  was  a  private 
citizen  to  decide  who  were  risiht  and  who  wrong  in 
these  local  disputes?  And  wHich  portion  of  citizens 
of  the  same  province  must  our  citizens  refuse  to 
have  any  com-nunication  with?  But  the  boat  was 
merely  used  for  one  day  as  a  ferry  boat;  and  on  the 
nieht  of  tbe  day  she  commenced  running,  she  was 
seized  while  mooted  at  the  wbarf  in  Schlosser,  and 
bornt.  Several  men  were  assassinated;  ceitalnly 
one,  who  fell  dead  npon  the  dock.  Now  the  insi- 
nuation of  the  British  Minister,  that  Schlosser  was 
"ncminally"  xriihia  ih:  territory  of  the  United 
States,  may  well  be  retorte'd,  as  we  can  with  eqiul 
troth  say  that  Navy  Island  was  "nominally"  within 
tbe  "territory"  of  the  British  Qovcrnment;  for  at  the 
period  to  which  we  allude,  the  people  collected  there 
had  as  effectaally  defied  Canada  aaihorities  as 
any  portion  ot  oar  people  had  disregarded  ours. 
Tet  British  authority  thought  proper  to  pass  by 
Navy  Island,  then  ia  its  "nominal"  territory,  and 
in  tbe  plenitude  ,of  its  p»wer,  to  cast  the  esgis  of 
British  jurisdiction  over  American  soil.  This  was 
truly  extending  over  us  that  kind  guardianship 
which  they  had  not  ths  ability  at  that  time  to 
extend  to  a  portion  of  their  own  territory,  and 
which  recommends  itself  to  us,  full  as  moch  from 
its  assumption  as  fiom  its  love  of  right  or  law. 

Tbe  Britis-h  Minister  i<  pleased  also  to  call  the 
Carolina  a  "piratical  steamboat."  The  loose  epi- 
thets of  any  one,  no  matter  how  high  in  place, 
cannot  make  tbat  piracy  which  the  law  of  nations 
does  not  recognise  as  such.  Pirates  are  freebooters, 
enemies  of  the  human  race;  and  eminent  jurists  de- 
scribe them  as  ravaging  every  sea  and  coast  with 
no  flag  and  no  home.  Piracy  comes  ni;der  tbe  con- 
urrecnl  jurisdiction  of  all  nations.  Even  in  the 
worst  pomt  of  view  that  it  can  be  cossidered,  those 
rr>nnected  with  the  steamboat  Caroline  were  but 
aid«rs  and  abettors  of  others  engaged  in  rebellion. 
And  the  committee  are  toiaHy  at  a  loss  to  know 
npon  what  authority  rebelli'  n  is  recognised  as  pi- 
racy. Sach  confounding  of  terms  is  resting  the 
rase  upon  epithets,  insfad  of  soand  law  or  facts. 
But  even  supposing  it  to  be  a  "piratical  boat,"  as 
tbe  Minister  as.'^ertj  it  to  be;  yet  the  moment  it 
touched  our  soil  it  fell  nnder  our  sovereignty,  and 
no  poner  on  earth  could  rightfully  invade  it. 

There  i;:  no  doctrine  more  consecrated  in  English 
history,  than  that  every  human  being  whs  touches 
the  i'oil  of  Great  Britain  is  immediately  covered  by 
Bri'i^h  law.  Suppose  one  of  her  vesfels  were  cut 
from  tbe  bank'i  of  the  Thames  and  burnt  by 
^rrnchmen,  and  British  citizens  were  assas- 
sinated at  night,  and  the  French  Minister  were 
to  avow  tbat  they  acted  under  the  orders 
of  his  Ooverument,  and  that  the  vessel  was 
"piratical,"  and  the  citizens  murdered'  were 
ou'laws— then  there  is  not  an  Englishman  whose 
heart  would  not  beat  high  to  avenge  the  wrong,  and 
vindicate  the  rights  of  his  country.  The  law 
there  is  the  law  here.  And  there  is  no  internation- 
al law  consistent  with  the  separate  independence  of 
nation'-',  that  t<anciions  the  pnrsniti  of  even  pirates 
to  murder  and  arson  over  the  soil  and  jurisdiciicn 
of  one  of  the  States  of  this  Confederacy.  No 
greater  wrong  can  be  done  to  a  country  than  inva- 
sion of  soil.  If  it  can  be  done  with  impunity  at 
one  point,  and  on  one  orcauoo,  it  can  be  done  at 
another,  and  the  nation  that  submits  to  it,  finally 
sinks  down  into  drivelling  imbecility.  If  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  slate  of  things  at  Schlosver,  and 
the  conduct  of  those  who  had  control  of  the  Caro- 
line, had  first  been  made  to  the  proper  authorities 
of  New  York,  or  of  the  United  States,  then  there 
would  have  been  some  show  at  least  of  respect  for 
oar  sovereignty  and  independence,  and  a  disposi- 
tion to  treat  us  as  an  equal.  Bat  in  this  case,  as  if 
to  treat  onr  authol-ities  with  contempt,  there  was  no 
preliminary  demand  or  representation  made. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  outrage  was  perpetrated  by 
a  par)y  in  sudden  beat  and  excitement,  npon  their 
own  responsibily.  But  the  British  Minister  now 
avows  that  "the  act  was  the  public  act  of  persons 
obeying  the  c<>nctituted  authorities  of  her  Majesty's 
Province,"  and  again  affirms  tbat  '*it  was  a  pablie 


act  of  peraons  in  her  Majesty's  service^  tibap»g 
the  orders  of  their  ruperior  authorities." 

If  this  had  been  the  first  and  only  point  of  colli- 
sion with  Great  Britain  it  might  not  have  excited 
soch  interevt,  but  there  is  an  assumption  in  mow  of 
our  interconrse  with  that  great  power,  revolting  to 
(he  pride  and  spirit  of  independence  in  a  frte  peo- 
ple. If  it  be  her  desire  to  prei^eivs  peace,  her  lt«e 
policy  would  be  to  do  justice,  and  show  thai  coarte- 
sy  to  equals  which  she  has  always  demanded  from 
others.  The  commit  lee  do  not  desiia  lo  press 
views  on  this  part  of  the.  subject,  particalarly .  as  a 
demand  has  been  made,by  oar  Government  npom 
the  Government  ef  Great  Britain  for  tzplanauon 
as  to  the  outrage  committed,  the  answer  to  which 
it  is  hoped  will  prove  saiisfactory. 

As  to  the  other  points  presented  in  the  demand 
made  by  ihe  Briiibh  Minister  for  the  "liberation" 
of  Alexander  McLeod,  the  committee  'believe  the 
facts  of  tbe  case  to  be,  that  the  steamboat  was 
seized  and  burnt  as  slated  before,  and  that  a  cirt- 
zen  or  citizens  of  New  York  were  murdered  in  the 
affray.  And  there  were  reasont  to  induce  a  belief 
that  McLeod  was  partkeju  aimnU.  He  was  at 
first  arrested,  and  upon  various  testimony  being 
taken,  was  then  discharged.  He  was  afterward* 
arrested  a  second  time.  Upon  tbe  evidence  then 
presented,  be  was  imprisoned  to  await  his  trial. 
There  was  no  invasion  of  British  territory  lo  seize 
or  take  him.  But  upon  his  being  volontaiily  with- 
in onr  territory,  he  was  arrested  as  any  citizen  of 
the  United  Siates,  charged  with  a  similar  offenee, 
might  have  been.  We  know  of  no  law  of  cations 
that  would  exempt  a  man  from  arrest  and  impri- 
sonment for  offences  charged  to  be  committed 
against  the  "peace  and  dignity"  of  a  State,  because 
be  is  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  or  because  he  ooai. 
milled  tbe  crime  at  the  instigation  or  under  the  aa- 
thorily  of  British  Provincial  officers;  much  less  do 
we  know  ot  any  law  that  would  jnstiry  the  Presi- 
dent to  deliver  him  up  without  trial,  at  the  demand 
and  npon  ths  assertion  as  to  facts,  of  any  agent  of 
Ihe  British  Government.  If  we  bad  been  at  open 
war  with  Great  Britain,  and  McLeed  had  commit- 
ted the  offences  charged,  then  he  Qiight  have  fallen 
nnder  the  rules  and  regulatians  of  war,  and  been 
treated  as  a  prisoner  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, and  would  have  been  subject  to  the  laws  of 
nations  in  war.  But  as  the  alleged  criminal  act', 
in  which  McLeod  is  charged  to  be  implicated,  were 
committed  in  profound  peace,  it  Is  a  crime,  as  far 
as  he  may  be  concerned,  solely  against  tbe  "peace 
and  dignity"  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  and  her 
criminal  jurif  diction  is  complete  and  exclosive.  If 
the  crimes  committed  be  such  a%  to  make  a  man 
hj$tis  humani  genus — an  outlaw — a  pirate,  ia  Ibe 
legal  acceptation  of  the  term,  then  under  the  law  of 
nations,  the  United  Siates  conits  and  tribanal* 
would  have  jurisdiction.  Bat  tbe  offence  charged 
in  this  case,  oomigitted  as  it  was  in  lime  of  peace, 
as  far  is  this  individual  was  concerned,  was  one 
purely  against  the  lex  loci,  and  coming  exclusively 
within  the  criminal  jurisdiction  of  the  tribonals  of 
New  Yoik. 

Tbe  Minister,  in  his  letter  of  tbe  13ib  December, 
1840,  tays:  "it  is  quite  notorioas  that  Mr.  McLeod 
was  not  one  of  the  party  engaged  in  Ihe  destruction 
of  the  rteamboat  Caroline;  and  that  the  pretended 
charge  upon  which  he  has  bfen  imprisoned  rests 
only  upon  the  perjured  testimony  of  certain  Cana- 
dian';, outbiws  and  their  abettors,"  &«.  Thb  may 
perchance  all  be  so;  lint  it  would  be  asking  a  great 
deal  to  require  an  American  cOhrt  to  yield  jarudie- 
tion,  and  surrender  up  a  prisoovr  charged  with  of- 
fences against  tbe  law,  upon  the  mere,  ifM  iiait  of 
any  man,  no  matter  how  high  in  authority.  Whe- 
ther, McLeod  be  guilty  or  not  goilty,  is  die  very 
point  upon  which  an  American  jury  alone  hare  a 
light  to  decide.  Jaritdietitn  in  StaU  IribiauU  omt 
criminaC  eatM,  and  Irial  6y  a  jiiry  </  tlu  vmue,  axe 
essential  points  in  American  jurisprodence.  Agd 
it  is  a  t(.tal  misapprehension  as  to  the  nature  of 
our  system,  to  suppose  tbat  there  is  any  right  in  the 
Federal  Executive  to  arrest  the  verdict  of  the  one, 
or  thwart  Ihe  jnri>diction  of  the  other.  If  such  a 
power  existed,  and  were  exercised,  it  would  effec- 
taally overthrow,  and  npon  a  vital  point,  the  sepa- 
rate sovereignty  and  independence  of  these  Slates. 
The  Federal  Execati|6lliight  ]m  ^othed  witji 
jigitizetj  by  VjOO' 
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power  to  deliver  up  fogiiives  from  justice  for  of- 
. fences  commitied  against  a  foreign  State,  bat  even 
Ihea  it  might  not  be  obligatory  to  do  so,  anieas  it 
were  made  matter  of  treaty  stipulation.  Tbis  daiy 
•nd  right  in  an  Exfcutive  has  generally  been  con- 
sidered as  dormant,  nntil  made  binding  by  treaty 
arrangement.  Bat  when  the  matter  is  reversed, 
and  demand  is  made,  not  of  fugitives  from  jastice 
for  offences  committed  against  a  foreign  power, 
bat  for  the  liberation  of  a  itiaa  charged  with  of- 
fences against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  one  of  cor 
own  Staes,  then  it  is',  (hat  the  demAnd  becomes 
preposterous  in  the  extrem;.  The  fact  the  oflTeoces 
were  committed  under  the  sanction  of  provincial 
authorities  does  not  alter  the  case,  unless  we  were 
in  a  stale  t>{  war.  In  buch  casrs  as  the  present, 
the  power  to  deliver  np,  could  not  be  conferred 
npon  the  Federal  Bxeeuiive  by  treaty  stipulation. 
It  eoald  only  be  conferred  in  lha<e  cuse!)  over  which 
jorisdict  iou  is  clearly  delegated  by  the  Federal  Con- 
stitntionc  Such,  for  ins  ance,  as  treason,  which  is 
an  I  ffene  aeaiost  the  conjoined  sovereignty  of  the 
Sta'ei,  as  defined  in  the  Constiintion.  Over  all 
eases  except  those  deBned  in  the  Constitution,  and 
those  coming  clearly  under  the  laws  of  nation',  the 
States  have  exclusive  jurisdiction,  and  the  trial  and 
pufishment  for  oSencrs  sgaitut  them,  are  incident 
to  tbf  ir  separate  sovereignty.  It  is  not  pretended 
in  tbis  caM  that  there  is  any  treaty  stipniaiion  under 
which  ihedsmand  is  made;  and  the  Federal  Execu- 
tive, under  our  system,  has  no  power  bnt  what  is 
conferred  by  the  Constitution,  or  by  .-special  law  of 
Congrrss.  In  the  former  it  is  declared  that  "the 
B^ecuiive  power  is  vested  in  a  President  of  the 
TTnited  Slates,"  and  that  power  is  then  to  be  pointed 
oat  and  defined  by  speciaMaws  passed  from  lime 
to  lime,  imposing  snch' duties  as  are  thought  prop«r 
and  expedient  by  Congress. 

Tour  commit'e?  deem  it  dangerous  for  the  Ex- 
eenlive  to  exercise  any  power  over  a  subject-matter 
not  conferred  by  treaty  or  by  law;  and  to  exercise 
it~in  any  ease  in  conflict  with  Siate  jurisdiction, 
would  be  wone  than  daogerou:";  it  would  be  usur- 
pation. 

But  your  committee  forbear  to  prefs  these  points 
farther  at  pre'eni,  and  they  would  not  have  raid  as 
ntnch  on  such  clear  q-iesiions  of  international  law, 
bat  that  in  this  case,  the  demand  for  liberation  has 
been  made  by  the  accredited  agent  of  a  great  pow- 
er, and  under  C'rcnmstancea  of  peculiar  aggrava- 
liCB  and  excitement. 

We  have  other  points  ef  difference  with  Great 
Britain,  which  add  interest  to  every  qaei^lion  that 
arises  between  ns  at  present.  Neither  our  North- 
eastern or  Nonhwestem  boondaries  are  yet  settled 
with  her,  and  the  subject  is  not  entirely  free  from 
diffioalty.  She  has  recently  seized  oar  vessels  and 
exercised  a  power  invohing  the  fight  of  tearch,  un- 
der the  pretext  of  suppressing  the  foreign  :>lave 
trade,  which,  if  persevered  in,  will  sweep  our  com- 
merce from  the  coast  <f  Africa,  andwhich.b  in- 
compatible with  our  rights  as  a  maritime  pow^r. 
She  has  recently,  in  her  intercourse  with  u«,  re- 
fused indemnity  and  denied  our  rights  to  properly, 
on  a  subject-matter  vital  to  neai  one  half  the  States 
of  this  Confederacy,  and  which,  considetins  ber 
military  poiiiion  at  Bermuda  and  her  growing 
power  in  the  West  Indiis,  is  of  the  last  importance ' 
to  our  national  independence. 

All  these  subjects  make  every  question -^be- 
tween us,  at  this  peculiar  junciure,  uf  the  deepest 
interest. 

Besides  tbi5,  wt  are  both  permanently  destined 
to  have,  perhap.-i,  the  most  extensive  commerce 
of  mcdern  natiuns.  Oar  flags  float  side  by  side, 
over  every  sea,  and  bay,  and  inlet  9f  the  known 
git- be. 

She  moves  steadily  upon  her  objects  with  an 
ambition  that  knows  no  bound".  And  wherever 
the  has  had  a  conflict  of  interest  she  has  rarely 
yielded  to  any  p^wer. 

At  'ibis  moment  she  piesents  to  the  civilized 
world  the  spectacle  cf  the  greatest  miliaiary  and 
commercial  po«er  in  combination  ever  known. 

From  her  vast  p'^ssestions  in  every  quarter  of 
the  globe,  and  her  peculiar  commercial  system,  ebe 
has  been  made  the  reservoir  of  the  wealth  of  na- 
tions. 


Her  internal  resources,  skill,  labor,  and  machi- 
nery, with  her  capital,  are  beyond  caleulaiion. 
Her  natural  position,  teing  about  midway  the 
coast  of  Europe,  gives  her  great  control  over  the 
outlets  and  currenis  of  commerce. 

Her  military  occapation  of  Gibraltar,  Malta, 
the  Ionian  islands,  and  recently  of  St.  Jean  d'.\cre, 
give  her  ascendency  on  the  Mediterranean  and  the 
Levant,  while  St.  Helena  and  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  give  her  possession  over  the  currents  of  trade 
along  those  extensive  coasts.  Then  Bombay,  Cal- 
cutta, and  her  immense  possessions  in  the  EUst  In- 
dies, together  with  her  recent  movements  in  the 
China  seas  and  islands,  enable  her  to  extend  her 
power  over  thope  vast  regions  that  have  slumbered 
for  ages  in  solitary  and  enervated  magnificence. 
She  possesses  Falkland  island  bnt  to  control  the 
commerce  that  passes  around  Cape  Horn — while 
Trinidad  gives  her  all  she  desires  in  th?  Caribbean 
sea.  Hatifax  at  one  paint,  and  Bermuda  at  mother, 
stand  out  in  great  force  over  our  own  coast  from 
one  extremity  to  the  other. 

Her  positions  all  ever  the  world  are  at  this  mo- 
ment, in  a  military  point  of  view,  equal  to  a  mil- 
lion of  men  under  arm*.  Her  eonunual  conflicts 
in  the  mighty  regions  of  the  East,  only  enable  her 
officers  lo  become  skilful  and  to  improve  in  the  art 
of  war,  while  her  great  armies  aitd  extensive  fleets 
draw  their  support  from  the  immense  countries 
seized  and  occupied.  In  the  present  juncture  of 
affairs,  no  statesman  can  overlook  these  things. 
Sieam  power  has  receitJy  brought  us  so  hear  to- 
gether, that  in  the  event  of  any  future  conflict, 
war  uith  its  effetti  will  be  precipitated  npon 
with  mach  more  rapidity  than  formerly. 

Avarice  and  ambition  ^re  the  ruling  passions  of 
modern  times,  and  it  is  vain  to  shut  our  eyes  lo  the 
state  of  things  around  us.  It  remains  tu  be  seen 
what  effect  steam  power  is  to  have  upon  changing 
and  modifying  the  whole  art  of  defence  and  war. 
It  may  be  a  great  engine  for  again  levelling  man. 
kind,  and  reducing  every  thing  to  a  coiitest  of 
mere  physical  force.  In  that  event  it  might  be 
difficult  lo  conjecture  what  system  ofnatimal  de- 
fence Kill  elmdlhetett  of  time  and  experience. 

We  have  a  deep  stake  in  peace,  and  fondly 
hope  the  repose  of  the  world  will  not  be  disturbed. 
We  have  certainly  not  the  least  desire  for  any 
rupture.  Firmness,  and  a  wise  preparation,  will 
long  preserve  us  from  snch  a  catastrophe.  But 
while  no  templalion  should  ever  prompt  us  to  do 
injustice  on  ihe  one  hand,  so  no  consideration,  on 
the  other  hand,  should  ever  in  luce  us  to  submit 
lo  permmeni  wrong  from  any  power  on  earth,  no. 
matter  what  the  consequences  may  be. 

Your  committee  would  conclude  by  expressing  a 
firm  belief  that  all  our  points  of  d:fllcalty  may  be 
honorably  and  amicably  adjusted,  and  that  harmo- 
ny may  long  be  preserved  by  both  Governments 
pursuing  a  liberal  and  generous  policy,  congenial  le 
the  interests  and  feelings  ol  both  people,  and  com- 
patible with  the  spirit  and  genius  of  an  tnLghlened 
age. 

Mr  PICKENS  moved  that  the  report  be  laid  on 
the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  EVERETT  suggested  the  propriety  of  col- 
lecting and  printing  together,  in  one  pamphlet,  all 
the  documents  upon  the  euVj  cl 

Mr.  HAWE3  ot  jected  lo  the  reception  of  the 
icpori,  uotefs  ii  was  in  order  to  make  it. 
''^The  SPEAKER  said  the  report  could  not  be  re- 
cais£d  unles.s  by  consent  of  a'l  parties. 
Im.  HAWE3  then  objected. 

Several  member.<  sUEgested  that  it  was  now  too 
late  to  make  the  objeciicn,  as  the  report  was  actu- 
ally before  the  House,  and  motions  bad  been  made 
and  entertained  respecting  it. 

The  SPEAKER  here  decided  that  the  objection 
should  have  been  made  when  Mr.  Pickens  pro- 
posed  to  submit  the  lepori;  that,  not  hearing  any 
objection,  he  had  received  the  report,  and  proposi- 
lioos  werecnlcrtaiaed  respecting  it;  and  that  it  was 
now  too  late  to  raise  the  oLjectioa. 

Toe  leadini;  of  the  report  was  called  for, and  it 
was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  EVERE  rr  renewed  bis  proposition  to  in- 
elode  in  the  printing  all  the  doeaments  upon  the 
subject,  a  list  of  which  h«  famished. 

Mr.  QEANOBR  rose  and  moved  a  division  of 


the  question — first,  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table;  and  then,  on  the  motion  to  print. 

And  the  motion  to  print  being  debatable — 

Mr.  ORANQBR  said  that  he  considered  this  re-  . 
port,  if  acted  upon  and  adopted  by  the  House,  as 
approaching  very  nearly,*ia  its  consequences,  to  a 
declaration  of  war,  if  the  British  Government 
should  desire  so  to  consider  it.  He  would  take 
occasion  to  say,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairv,  that  the  report  did  not  receiv«  his 
a<:sent.  And  he  felt  constrained  to  detain  the 
House  for  a  few  moments  whilst  he  assigned,  very 
briefly,  his  reasons  for  this  conclusion. 

What  (continued  Mr.  G.)  was  the  position  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  when  they  en- 
tered upon  the  consideration  of  this  qnc'tion?  My 
oolleigue  [Mr.  Fillmorc]  had  called  upon  th« 
Slate  Deparimeitt  for  the  correspondence  which  had 
taken  place  in  relation  to  the  demand  for  the  libe- 
ration of  McLecd.  That  matter,  and  that  alone, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fereiga  Affairs. 
It  is  not  my  purpose  to  cunsnre  t^e  conduct  of  tbis 
Administration;  for,  so  far  as  my  judgment  can 
now  deiermine,  I  approve  fully  the  course  they 
have  taken-  That  opinion  may,  upon  further  re- 
flection, be  changed;  but,  a«  at  present  advised,  I 
consider  the  course  of  Mr.  Forsyth  to  have  been 
snch  as  was  due  to  his  high  official  station  and  due 
to  the  character  and  dignity  of  this  nation.  But, 
so  consider intr,  and  representing  a  section  of  conn- 
try  deeply  interested  in  this  question,  and  as  ready 
to  meet  its  consequences  as  ttie  people  of  any  other 
section  of  this  Union,  I  still  dissent  from  the  re- 
port. 

What  does  it  embraetl  A  report  upon  matters 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs!  No; 
nothing,  as  I  have  staled,  was  referred  to  that  com- 
mittee bnt  the  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  de- 
mand for  the  liberation  of.  McLeod.  Does  that 
committee  act  upon  a  call  ot  the  Exeeulivevf  tbis 
nation,  made  upon  tbis  Heuse,  to  place  before  the 
country  and  ihe  world  the  c  mditiou  o(  things  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britainl  No. 
The  Executive,  mindful,  as  we  are  bound  to  believe, 
of  the  honor  et  the  country,  as  well  as  of  the  cha- 
racter of  bis  own  administration,  ha(  not  thought 
proper  to  call'upon  either  Hous^e  of  Congress  for 
advice  in  regard  to  our  relations  with  Great  Bri- 
tain. What,  then,  is  the  position  of  that  commiiteel 
Travelling  beyond  the  record,  they  come  forward 
and  present  (by  the  votes  of  a  bare  majority,  I  will 
say,  if  in  order)  a  report  wMch,  to  say  th^  lease  of  it, 
14  not  paciSc  in  its  character,  and  which  is  based 
upon  complaints  against  the  Brili^h  Governmeni, 
not  one  of  which  has  been  rtferrel  to  that  com- 
mittee. When,  cr  by  whom,  have  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  A  ffair$  been  called  on  i6  consider  sei- 
zures upjn  the  high  seas  or  tbis  alleged  r<sl>t  <*f 
search)  which,  1  agree  with  the  cummiHer,  b  one 
which  this  nation  is  not  likely  lo  tolerate  in  Ihe 
manner  in  which  it  is  now  exercised.  When,  or 
by  whom,  were  the  other  matters  of  controversy 
which  that  report  embraces  referred  to  ihe  Com- 
mitie  on  F'lreigu  Affairs,  that  they  might  make  re- 
port upon  ihemi  And,  if  so,  what  have  they  re- 
porlltn  Have  they  sent  here  a  document  setting 
fortl^Ke  alleged  grievances  of  this  country,  com- 
plaining of  inj'i.^tice  done  on  Ihe  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  calling  for  the  action  cf  ibis  House  upon 
tbo«lr  matters?  Has  ihe  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  came  forward  to  say  that 
he  is  prepared  lo  recommend  appropriations  lo  pat 
the  country  in  a  proper  slate  of  defence  to  meet  the 
emergency  which  such  a  report  its  this  may  crealcT 
Is  your  Commit  ee  on  Military  Affairs  leady  lo  re- 
comnieud  ihe  dtlesees  which  should  be  provided 
if  such  a  report  is  to  go  forth  In  the  world,  under 
the  sanction  of  ibis  Housel  Hat  your  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  sent  in  reqai»tioos  to  put  year 
ships  in  commission,  that  you  may  be  prepared  to 
meet  on  the  high  seas  the  power  yon  have  before 
metandcrippiedl  No.  There  has  been  no  sach 
recozimendation.  And  the  Committee  on  Foreiga 
Affairs,  without  recommending  any  action,  without 
even  coming  lo  any  oonchision,  as  ii  seems  to  me, 
except  that  Great  Briuin  is  the  greatest  power  on 
earth,  and  we  the  humblest,  bring  here  a  report 
calculated  to  inflame  the  whole  nation;  and  to  let 
it  go  forth  10  Ihe  world  ihit  we  are  making  sb  ». 
digitized  by  v_ 
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sae  viih  Qreat  Britain,  which  we  roluntarily  tender 
to  her,  and  which,  in  my  opiuioo,  she  has  a  lijht 
to  take  np  •n  (h;  instant. 

Bat,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  are  considf  rations  eon- 
neeied  with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  with  the  administration  of  justice 
within  her  borders,  that  demand  our  atteniion.  Oa 
a  former  occaMon  I  stated  on  this  floor  that  the  p*r- 
son  whose  life  was  in  jeopardy  would  receive  at 
the  hands  of  a  jury  of  New  Yoik  the  same  fait  and 
impartial  trial  which  would  be  secured  to  any  ciii- 
zen  of  ihHt  Stale  who  mi^ht  be  arraigned  for  a  vi- 
olation of  itj  laws;  bat  I  moarn  now  to  say  that, 
from  present  indications,  there  is  an  excitement  on 
the  western  bolder  of  New  Yoik,  growicg  out  of 
the  arrest  of  this  man,  and  of  his  liberation  for  the 
moment,  which  is  already  sufficiently  great  to  make 
those  who  regard  the  lives  aad  the  liberties  of  the 
people  of  this  cotiDtry  pftnse  before  they  act.  By 
Ibis  time,  I  suppose,  the  grand  jury  of  Niagara 
county  has  dosed  its  investigation.  The  current 
rumor  through  the  newspapers  of  the  day  i',  that 
MeLeod  has  been  indicted.  The  people  of  that 
teccion  have  been  greatly  ineecsed  by  lecent  trans- 
actions there.  Send  forth  this  pap:r  to  the  world, 
recommending  nothing,  and  being  nothing  but  a 
detailed  aceoont  of  grievances  atainst  the  British 
Qovemment,  with  a  ttw  hits  at  what  may  be  pre- 
sumed to  be  the  arrogance  of  her  course;  and  no 
man  can  answer  for  the  consequences  upon  the  life 
of  this  man.  I  fell  it  to  be  my  duty  to  endeavor  to 
postpone  thb  question  until  the  trial  should  have 
pas^.  I  believed  that  the  power  of  ibis  country 
could  never  be  exercised  with  a  hither  glory  to 
itself,  than  when  showing  to  the  world  that  whilst 
it  took  the  position  which  its  honor  demanded,  still 
that  the  bnmblest  individual  of  this  or  any  other 
coanUy,  wfaof*  foot  was  upon  our  soil,  should  be 
Eh'elded  by  the  mild,  the  jnst,  and  the  impartial 
operation  of  its  laws.  I  do  not  think  that,  without 
any  call  from  the  Execntive,  without  any  thing 
bavine  been  laid  before  the  Committee  an  Fc- 
reign  Affairs  but  the  papers  relating  to  the  libera- 
tion of  this  man— I  my  I  do  not  think  that  the 
honor  or  dignity  of  this  nation  required  that  we 
should  .«endforthadeclaiation,not  only  of  Ihep-ow- 
ess  of  Oreat  Britain  and  of  our  humility,  but  of  our 
readiness  to  meet  her  at  any  momen',  when  no  neces- 
sity existed  tor  such  a  threat;  and  when  the  voice  of 
ibis  House,  speaking  potentially  to  the  nation, 
might  be  consi'^eied  as  a  watchword  by  which 
every  man  on  the  Nor<bem  frontier  was  to  guide 
himself  in  hurrying  on  tu  execution  this  sn!<pccied 
foreigner.  If  he  should  be  tried  and  found  guilty, 
let  the  penalty  of  the  law  b«  exacted;  and  let  the 
people  on  the  frontier  of  New  York,  and  the  people 
throughout  the  widest  exremities  of  this  land,  be 
prepared  to  meet  the  consequences.  When  those 
consequences  shall  present  themselves,  not  only 
will  the  State  of  New  York  be  readr  to  meet  them, 
but  I  feel  sure  that  a  patriotic  feeling,  which  super- 
sedes all  local  questions  and  mrrges  all  political 
differeacei>,  will  rally  this  whole  nation  to  the  lescue. 
It  will  then  be  lime  enough  to  act;  but,  in  the  nime 
of  justice,  let  us  not  anticipate  that  event  by  in- 
fliming  the  public  m'ud,  and  adding  to  the  horrors 
of  war  the  consciousness  that  we  have  iu'erfered 
with  the  impartial  operation  of  our  laws  or  trifled 
with  their  supremacy. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
AD&MS,  PICKENS,  and  GRINNELL,  which 
resulted  in  a  motion  by 

Mr.  QRINNELL  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr. 
PiCKCiis,  (which  was,  that  the  report  be  laid  on 
the  table  aiid  printed,  as  above  siaud,)  so  as  to  lay 
on  the  table  the  whole  sutject;  that  was  to  say,  the 
'  report  and  the  motion  to  print  the  report,  dbe.  and 
on  that  motiMi  Mr.  Q.  asked  tor  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ord^ed. 

Mr.  PICKENS  inqaired  oTQie  Spuki^r  whether 
that  motion  closed  the  debate? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  various  mem- 
ber*, when  a  division  of  the  qufstion  was  called 
tor. 

Mr.  BRIOGS  suggested  to  Mr.  GaiiiinLL  that 
•sb*  (Mr.  B-)  sapposed  n»  one  wanted  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  report  en  the 
table,  it  would  save  time  to  withdraw  Ibe  call  for 


them,  so  far  as  thtt  part  of  the  motion  was  aCiected. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  having  absented. 

The  que&tion  was  takes,  and  the  motion  to  lay 
the  report  en  the  table  prevailed  without  a  division. 

So  the  report  was  laid  on  tlie  table. 

The  question  then  recurred,  and  was  taken,  on 
the  second  part  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gunnell — 
to  lay  the  motion  to  print  the  report  on  the  table — 
and  it  was  decided'  in  the  negative — Yeas  77, 
nays  110. 

So  the  motion  to  print  the  report,  &c.  was  not  laid 
on  the  table. 

And  the  question  recuriing  on  the  amendment  of 

Mr.  EvERCTT — 

Mr.  PICKENS  slid  he  had  a  few  remarks  to 
make  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  GBAMOBa.] 

That  gentleman  (continued  Mr.  P.)  has  deliver- 
ed a  regular  set  speech,  prepared  tor  the  occaskm, 
with  tones  as  regular  as  i(  they  had  issued  from  a 
bagpipe.  He  was  the  very  last  gentleman  here, 
jadgiigg  from  the  sentiments  he  expressed  a  few 
wedcs  ago,  who,  I  should  have  sopposed,  would 
have  found  his  patriotism  and  his  valor  oozing  out 
so  soon  from  the  palms  of  his  hands.  His  speech, 
in  my  opinion,  is  worthy  of  attention.  His  speaks 
as  one  clothed  with  authority,  and  I  regret  very 
much  the  coarse  he  has  thought  proper  to  puisne. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  declare  to  yon  and  to  this 
House  that,  so  far  from  this  report  being  the  war 
report,  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York  bat  cha- 
racterized it,  it  IS  essentially  the  rctrerse.  To  speak 
oui  sentimen's  plainly  and  fearleuly  before  the 
world — to  declare  that  we  know  our  rights  and  dare 
maintain  them— ma»t,  in  my  judgment,  have  a  ten- 
dency directly  the  reverse  of  that  which  the  gentle- 
man seems  to  anticipate. 

He  has  spoken  of  this  report  in  two  poinu  of 
view.  In  the  first  place  he  asserts  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs  have  travelled  out  of  the 
record.  The  mbject-matter  in  relation  to  the  "Ca- 
roline" and  to  the  demand  for  the  liberation  of 
McLeod,  I  consider  as  having  been  actually  and  in 
fact  referred  to  that  committee.  They  could  not 
separatt  ihe  two  ca^es  so  as  to  present  them  in  an 
intelligible  point  of  view  to  Ihe  country.  And  does 
he  say  that  that  pan  of  the  report  is  beyond  the  record? 
0:her  ma'lers  have  been  mentioned  as  merely  as 
incidental,  by  way  of  illustratini;  the  intererl  thrown 
around  this  quettion,  and  with  no  intention  to 
arouse  any  hot'tile  feelin«;  in  this  or  any  other  conn- 
try.  I  deny  the  impniatioa,  thrown  out  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  ihnt  the  report  h«s  ar- 
rayed Ihe  (trvngth  of  Great  Britain  and  proclaimed 
our  own  ««aknes.<,  or,  as  he  terms  it,  cur  own  ha- 
miliCy  before  the  world.  It  dors  no  such  thing.  I 
challenge  the  gentleman  to  lay  bis  finger,  if  be' can, 
upon  a  single  sentence  which,  even  by  inference, 
proclaims  our  weakness  or  imbecility.  I  thought  it 
was  (roper  ta  present,  the  precise  conditicn  of 
things  to  the  country;  and  I  will  here  take  occa- 
sion to  say  that  ihe  report  was  written  by  myself, 
without  conaullalion  with  any  human  being,  save 
the  committee  to  whom  it  was  presented.  In  draw- 
ing it  up,  I  looked  over  the  whole  subject  mat'er;  I 
looked  at  the  g. eat  iatere$ts  i^volved;  I  looked  at 
the  roiition  In  which  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  this' 
House, had'placeil  theCommitteeon  Foreign  AffaifV. 
before  the  nation  and  the  world,  and  I  felt  it  to  be 
a  duty  which  I  owed  to  this  House  and  to  mytMifa- 
try  to  nltrr  freely  and  without  reserve  the  sentimenis 
wc  entertained. 

The  gentleman  tells  us  that  the  Eiecaiive  has 
called  lor  no  action;  thai  it  is  due  to  the  Executive 
bmnch  of  the  Oovernment  that  this  House  sboold 
wait  nutil  it  hears  from  that  quarter.  Sir,  I  take 
the  reverse  of  that  position;  I  say  that  we  were  coo- 
stiiuied,  under  the  Pedeial  Consiiiniion,  as  a  co-or- 
dinate and  indepcndeat  branch  of  ibis  Government; 
that  this  House  if,  in  the  contemplation  of  that 
Constitution,  Ihe  peculiar  guardian  of  ihe  interests 
and  the  rights  of  this  Confederacy;  and  that  when 
any  subject-matter  is  legitimately  brought  before  it, 
it  is  not  only  our  right,  but  it  is  our  duty  to  the  Consti- 
tution and  to  the  country  to  proclaim  our  sentimenis 
upon  it  I  repel  the  idea  that  we  are  to  look  to  the 
Executive  branch  of  this  Goveni|ncnt  for  dictation 
or  ooQiuel  upon  any  question  that  may  be  supposed 


to  involve  the  interests  and  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

But,  Mr.'  Speaker,  my  principal  object  in  reply- 
ing to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  is  to  declare,  as  I  have  already  done,  that 
this,  so  far  from  being  a  war  report,  is  of  a  pre- 
cisely contrary  character.  I  had  hoped  that  the 
vote  might  have  been  taken  silently;  that  the  re- 
port might  have  been  laid  on  the  tabU  and  printed; 
that  there  should  have  bten  no  panic;  that  no  dis- 
cuision  .'-bould  have  sprung  np;  that  no  exeileoient 
calculated  to  arouie  the  people  of  tiiis  country  bjr 
fake  appeals  to  their  patriotism  and  their  honor, 
should  have  been  manifested  here.  But  the  Com- 
mictee  on  Foreij;n  Affairs  hare  thought  that  it  was 
proper  to  present  to  Ihe  people  the  exact  qaestions 
at  issue  between  us  and  a  great  and  powerfol  na- 
tion. We  thought — or,  at  all  events,  so  far  as  I 
am  conrerned,  I  thoaght,  that  the  people  in  every 
part  of  the  United  States,  and  of  every  party,  )umI, 
for  the  last  two  years,  been  too  much  absorbed  ia 
the  political  conflicts  of  the'  day.  I  thought  it  was 
right  that  the  country  should  understand,  in  an  ai»- 
thentic  form,  the  points  at  issue  between  us  and 
Great  Briiain,  and,  under  these  circumstances,  I 
presented  this  report,  acting,  as  I  do  on  all  other 
occasions,  under  a  conscientious  sense  of  my  daty. 
Yes — 1  was  resolved  to  do  my  duty,  leaving  Ihe 
consequences  to  God.  These  are  the  principles 
npon  which  I  have  been  taught  to  act.  And  wbea 
I  bear  from  certain  quarters  appeals  to  the  honor, 
the  patriotism,  and  the  valor  of  the  people  of  this 
land — when  I  hear  indirect  annnnciations  made 
that  the  accredited  heads  of  this  Government  have 
heretofore  neglected  their  duty  and  slept  on  the 
rights  of  the  country — I  have  a  right  to  expect  that 
tiiose  gentlemen  who  make  such  appeals  and  each 
annnnciations  will  themselves  come  forward  ok 
occasions  of  importance,  and  vindicate  the  senti- 
ments which  they  have  previously  uuered. 

As  to  the  allegation  that  this  report  will  have  the 
effect  of  excUing  th«  people  on  Ute  border,  I  say  I 
should  rather  think  its  tendency  would  be  the  re- 
verse. The  people  there  have  been  greatly  excited; 
meetings  of  an  angry,  unnecessary,  and  an  un- 
called for  character  have  taken  place,  and  recom- 
mendations werq  made,  I  wi^l  say,  of  anjottifiable 
meetings  in  this  very  case  in  lelatiqa  to  McLeod. 
These  things  have  been  done,  and  why?  Because 
the  people  have  lelt  themselves  wounded — they 
have  been  led  to  believe  that  this  Qovemment  was 
neglecting  their  interests.  They  are  under  the  be- 
lief,' whether  right  or  wrong,  that  we  have  too  long 
trifled  and  dallied  with  their  rights  and  feelings;  and 
if  we  prove  to  them  that  this  is  not  true — ibat  this 
Government  is  disposed  to  at'end  to  their  interests 
—to  avenge  their  wrongs,  and,  if  necessary,  to 
vindicate  their  right",  they  will  once  more  look 
here  lor  that  protection  which  ihe  Constitution  has 
pledged  to  them.  Such  a  coarse  will  produce  qaiet, 
will  a>lay  excitement,  and  will  produce  repose  and 
contrniment  on  that  extensive  frontier;  for  it  will 
satisfy  the  people  that  their  rights  i^ll  not  suffer  ia 
the  hands  of  those  who  hold  the  reins  of  Govern- 
meat  here.  I  will  not  go  iato  any  of  those  delicate 
matters  referred  tu  in  the  report  with  a  view  to  ex- 
cite any  feeling;  but  I  here  declare  thzt  its  sole  ob- 
ject was  la  call  public  attention  to  thofc  questions 
— 'o  prepare  the  people  for  the  issnts  which  might 
alt:mately  present  themselves;  to  bold  up  to  them 
the  necessity  of  going  into  an  ealighleued  system 
of  natiooal  defence  suited  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
times — s'jited  to  the  improvements  of  the  age,  not 
only  with  reference  to  Great  Britain  pariicnlarly, 
but  with  reference  to  our  rights  and  position  as  a 
free  and  independent  people  among  the  family  of 
nation.^.  I  think  that  thei e  things  have  been  too 
long  neglected,  and  it  was  with  a  view  to  call  atten- 
lion  10  them  and  to  the  great  questions  in  which  the 
people  ef  this  Confederacy  are  so  deeply  interested 
that  thils  report  was  made.  It  was  with  no  view  to  the 
excitement  of  a  war  feeUng.  Far  be  it  firom  mr. 
The  section  of  the  country  liom  which  I-  come  is 
directly  interested  in  the  pretervaiion  of  peace, 
and  we  should  be  the  last  people  to  be  urged  into  an 
unnecessary  or  an  unjustifiable  war.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve there  is  any  danger  of  war,  if  we  do  our  du- 
ty here,  as  the  gaardius  of  the  public  honor  and 
the  public  liberty— if  we  show  to  the  world  we  are 
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piepared  to  assert  onr  rights.  Bai,  rely  upon  it,  if 
jrou  t»ke  the  adTJce  which  indirectly  has  been 
gifen  by  the  geDilenian  from  New  Yoili— if  yoa 
proclaim  semi  officially  from  your  Scats  here  ibai 
these  matters  are  not  to  be  presented  in  their  trne 
light  to  the  People,  then  there  vill  be  danger  »(  a 
conflict:  for  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  man— it  is  not 
in  the  oatnre  of  a  nation  lik«  ihi<<,  when  it  scf  s  a 
rival  power  contending  for  the  ascendency  of  the 
wot^a,  to  speak  language  of  submission  or  the  lan- 
guage of  avoidance,  to  say  the  least  of  it.  A  great 
people  like  ibis  cannot,  under  such  circumstances, 
forbear;  and  ihery  vould  be  pressed  upon  every 
point,  until  at  last  an  appeal  to  arms  and  to  the 
OoA  of  battles  became  ineritablf. 

It  is  to  avoid  these  consequences — it  is  for 
the  porpose  of  letting  the  people  know  the  true 
conditioii  of  things  and  the  real  state  of  the  issue- 
that  this  report  has  been  presented.  I  ark  no  action 
■pon  i*;  I  desire  to  say  noihin'  that  can  be  con- 
alraed  into  »b  intimation  or  threat  that  war  is  to 
follow.  I  Selieve  the  contrary;  and  eoasvienlious- 
ly  viewing  the  matter  in  sll  its  bearings,  I  prespnt- 
e4  this  report  upon  my  sole  and  entire  responsibili- 
ty, except,  as  1  have  stid,  so  far  as  I  bad  the  aid 
and  eonsultati^a  of  a  majority  of  the  Commit'ee 
of  PonigB  Affairs;  yes,'  a  bare  majority,  as  the 
geatleman  from  New  York  has  told.  And  it  it 
with  regret  and  pain  thit  I  contempla'e'ihe  fact 
that  it  is  only  a  majority  report.  I  had  heped  that 
npon  the  qae  tion  of  onr  foreign  r'^lations  there 
were  no  parties  in  this  country,  and  that'we  should 
hare  met  the  issue,  .whatever  it  may  be,  as  a  imiled 
and  free  people  ought  to  meet  it. 
Mr.  ADAMS  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  it  to 
Mr.  ORANaeR,  who  said:  If  the  House  will 
listen  to  mr  bag-pipe  a  few  moments  Innger,!  shall 
feel  exeeedingly  obliged;  and  if  its  mu>ic  is  not  so 
load  as  that  of  my  fnead  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Picons]  it  is  only  b;caase  I  cannot  fill  my 
bags  with  as  much  wind  as  he  can  blow  inio  his. 
Sir,  I  speak  by  no  aulhotiiy  other  than  thit  of  a 
Represeniative  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  My  own  course  would  have  been  to  suffer 
Ibis  report  to  pass  by  in  silence,  leaving  to  the  ho- 
norable gentleman  from  South  Carolina  all  the  ho- 
nor of  its  authorship;  for  I  have  no  doubi,  and  ne- 
ver have  had  a  doubt  from  the  moment  when  he 
first  read  it,  that  every  sentence,  every  word  in  it 
was  his  own.  I  have,  down  to  this4ime,  soppofed 
that  it  was  as  mnch  my  right  rn  this  floor,  and  the 
light  of  any  other  member,  to  speak  my  own  opi- 
nions without  fear  of  dictation,  as  ii  was  the  right 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  ntrer  bis. 
I  only  declare  thai  the  opinions  I  have  ezpreised 
are  solely  and  exclusively  my  own,  without  con- 
sallaiion  with  any  one.  I  shonki  not  have  called 
forihe  reading  of  the  report.  I  had  supposei',  un- 
til the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  taught  me 
better,  that  the  Etecmive  Ofpariments  of  this  na- 
tion eondaeted  the  nesotiaii  >ns  upon  all  delicate 
matters  between  us  aad  foreign  Governments.  I 
had  supposed  that  at  any  rate  for  the  hst  twelve 
years  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  had 
claimed  some  little  anth'ority  in  all  matters  connect- 
ed with  our  foreign  relations:;  and  I  ;houlJ  have 
(opposed  that  a  party  which  had  permitted  onr  ar- 
my to  fall  into  di.<grace — which  hal  suffered  onr 
navy  to  ma  down  to  a  state  of  even  ackaowle dgr d 
dilapidation- and  which  had  permitted  the  whole 
border-eoantry  lo  be  left  defenceless,  would  be  the 
last  upon  earth  lo  present  such  a  document  as  ibis. 
I  trust  thatiheAdministralion whichlsaboutlocome 
ilk^e  power,  though  it  may  not  manifest  quite  so  hot 
a  courage  as  breathes  through  this  report,  will  show 
upon  the  high  seas,  upon  the  border,  and,  if  need 
be,  i»the  tented  field,  more  power  to  renst  the  ag- 
greasions  of  a  foreign  fee  than  the  gentleman  aad 
his  fWends  have  ezhibiieil.  If  it  does  no',  It  will 
disappoint  the  hopis  i  f  the  pe  p!e  of  this  country, 
and  I,  tor  one,  want  none  of  it.  Let  pieparation 
be  made.  Let  the  nnfortunate  man  now  in  con- 
finement be  tried  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Slate 
of  New  York,  nnbia^sed  by  the  action  of  this 
Hoose,  and  let  the  nation  calmly  await  the  is-ne. 
'  The  gen>leman  says  that  my  courage  has  sud 
denty  "oozed  out  frooK  the  palms  of  my  hands." 
I  acknowledge  that  life  has  for  me  many  charms: 
probitbljr  no  man  clings  to'il  with  greater  teitacity 


than  I  do,  or  is  more  closely  bound  by  all  the  en- 
joyments of  the  present  life  and  responsibilities  of 
the  future.  I  never  speak  of  my  courage,  nor  pro- 
fess to  have  been  "born  insensible  to  Tear."  All  I 
have  te  say  is,  that  when  the  laws  of  my  own 
State  and  of  the  nation  shall  have  been  executed, 
and  consequences  are  to  be  met,  all  differences  of 
opinion  between  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina and  myself  upon  this  and  all  other  questions 
will  be  buried  in  our  love  of  country,  and  we  will 
be  found,  shoulder  to  choolder,  battling  in  the  com- 
m'jn  cause. 

Mr.  ADAMS  addressed  the  House  at  considera- 
ble length.  He  expressed  himself  desirous,  fur  the 
sake  of  ihe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
PicKBMs,]  who  had  declared  himself  to  be  the  sole 
author  ot  this  leport,  ihat  the  gentleman  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  examining  it  coolly  and 
impiriially,  with  reference  to  the  opinions  not  of 
one  party  alone,  bqt  of  both  parties. 

Mr.  PICKENS  was  here  tindeMtood  to  disavow 
all  party  eonsidefationn  in  ibe  ma'ter. 

Mr.  ADAMS  disclaimed  any  intention  to  ca'.! 
censure  on  the  gentleman.  All  he  wished  was, 
that  the  report  might  be  recommitted,  in  order  that 
the  gentlemen  might  see  whether  b-ith  parties  in  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs  could  hot  comt  here 
with  a  report  receiving  their  unanimous  sanction,  or, 
at  all  events,  with  a  report  no[  sanctioned  by  a  close 
party  vote,  as  this  had  been.  If  this  was  not  done, 
it  would,  in  Ihe  eye  of  the  country,  of  the  world, 
and  of  posterity,  appear  to  be  the  policy  of  a  de- 
feated enemy  in  war  abandoning  a  tenement  and 
setting  fire  to  it  upon  iheir  letrca'.  < 

After  alluding  to  the  criticisms  of  Mr.  Pickens 
on  the  party  views  here  in  reference  to  the  tontro- 
vcrsy  with  Great  Britain,  and  to  the  g«neral  una- 
nimity of  opinion  which  he  (Mr.  A.)  contended 
had  prevailed  here  on  that  subject,  (with  one  or 
two  exceptions,  which  he  enumerated,)  Mr.  A.  al- 
luded to  the  ground  taken  that  this  was  a  concilia- 
tory report.  The"  psople,  Mr.  A.  thought,  would 
form  a  very  different  estimate  of  it.  What  was 
the  dissertation  on  Ihe  ambition  and  the  grasping 
spirit  of  Great  Britain?  Were  such  charges  gene- 
rally received  by  nations  as  being  of  a  friendly 
character?  Suppose  the  charges  to  be  true,  was  it 
conciliatory  or  courteou?  to  array  them  her»t  Ii 
was  something  of  the  couriesy  and  conciliation 
which  Captain  Floellen  (in  one  of  the  plays  of  the 
great  dramatist)  showed  to  Ancient  Pis'ol,  when  h^ 
said  to  him,  "Got  pirss  you.  Ancient  Pistol,  yon 
scurvy,  lousy  knave,  Got  ple's  you."  He  wished, 
therefore,  thtt  the  report  should  be  recommitted, 
and  that  all  those  parl$  which  related  tn  the  general 
policy  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  her  ambition  t  rha- 
racter  and  power,' might  be  Ifft  out.  And,  a<!to 
the  qnestion  of  right  or  wrong,  which,  afier  all, 
was  to  be  the  basis  of  our  conrovcrsy  with  Great 
Britain,  if  we  were  t.)  press  it  to  a  war,  be  wi,hed 
a  report  on  the  subject  itself,  based  on  ihe  corre- 
spondence here,  that  we  niieht  see  whjiher,  under 
the  laws  of  nations,  weould  maintain  the  poMiion 
we  had  astumed  in  regard  to  the  Carollr.ci  And 
this  point  Mr.  A.  argued  wi'h  mnch  force,  urging 
upon  the  House  not  to  put  ieelf  in  the  wron»  by 
any  undue  act  of  its  own.  If  we  were  t*  go  to 
war  with  Great  Britain,  it  should  be  as  a  united 
people.  He  believed  that  a  war  would  be  one  of 
the  greatest  misfortunes  that  could  b-fall  the  coun- 
try; and  he  confessed  that  it  was  with  no  sm^ll  de- 
gree of  anxiety  that  he  enleitainrd  fears  that  it 
would  come  to  that  inevitable  result  He  looked  to 
it  with  apprehension  and  pain,  but  not  without  con- 
fidence that,  if  we  went  Into  a  war,  we.<:honldcome 
ont  with  glory  and  honor,  as  we  had  already  come 
out  of  two  wars. 

Mr.  EVERETT  followed  at  great  length,  and 
the  general  points  of  his  argument  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

He  felt  an  embarrassment,  he  said,  in  speaking 
on  this  subject,  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  was  t>eing 
debated  with  open  doors;  and  he  had  stid  many 
things  In  Committee  which  he  could  not  say  here, 
but  which  he  would  say  if  the  doors  were  closed. 
What  was  the  position  of  the  Housel  One  Ad- 
ministraiun  was  about  to  go  o'nl  of  power,  <nd 
another  to  come  in — and  the  one  going  out  (in  20 
days)  was  taking  measures  to  oivpromit  the  one 


coming  in— and  to  prescribe  the  coarse  it  sbobld 
follow,  or  at  least  to  embarrass  it.  If  he  knew 
him'elf,  he  had  never  viewed  this  as  a  party  ques- 
tion: it  was  one  which  involved  all  parties.  His 
own  opinion  was,  that  no  action  on  the  part  of  this 
House  was  necessary,  this  correspondence  having 
been  communicated  in  answer  to  a  call  made  by 
one  of  its  members.  It  was  the  peculiar  duty  of 
the  Executive  to  conduct  these  matters,  aad  it  wav 
not  for  this  House  to  interfere  unless  there  was 
some  remissness  on  the  part  of  the  Executive. 

He  was  desirous  that  the  report  should  be  re- 
committed, and  that  the  committee  should  make  • 
specific  report  on  the  subject  mailer  which  had  been 
referred  lo  it.  ~ 

Mr.  E.  then  asked  what  was  the  stale  of  the 
question  as  it  now  stdod,  and  what  were  the  grounds 
taken  by  the  British  Government,  &e.  and  proceed- 
ed to  read  Ihe  following  statement  of  facts  as  ga- 
thered from  the  bfficial  documents: 

The  f.icts  material  to  the  subject  submitted  to 
the  committe  are,  that,  tn  the  night  of  the  29th 
December,  1837,  a  detachment  of  the  B-iti«h  forces 
stationed  at  Chippewa,  in  the  Province  ot  Upper 
Canada,  crossed  the  Niagara  to  Sehlwser,  in-the 
State  of  New  York,  and  there  ma^e  a  hostile  at- 
tack on  the  steamboat  C3roline,  the  property  of  an 
American  citiz^'n,  killed  and  wounded  a  number  of 
American  citizens,  captured  Ihe  boat,  towed  her  in- 
to the  current,  set  her  on  fire,  and  sent  her  ia  flames 
over  the  falls.  > 

On  the  5th  January,  1<)38,  the  Secretary  of  State 
commnnicate'l  to  Mr.  Fox,  the  British  Minister,  a 
copy  of  the  evidence  furnished  to  ihe  Department  ' 
of  this  "extraordinary  outrage,  committed  from  htr 
Britannx  Mtjetty^s  Prminee  tj  Upptr  Canada  on  ti  e 
persons  and  properly  of  citizens  of  the  United 
Stales,  tei(&tn  the  juHtiictitn  e/  the  State  of  ^tw 
York;"  and  statins?  that  "it  woald  necessarily  form 
the  subject  of  a  demand  for  redress  upon  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government." 

On  the  C  h  February,  Mr.  Fox  eomrrouniealed  lo 
Ihe  Secretary  of  Slate  a  despatch  from  Sir  Francis 
Head,  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Upperf  Canada,  con- 
taining the  distinct  avowal5,  that  the  Caroline  was 
destroyed  by  order  of  Colonel  McNabb,  command- 
ing the  mililia  in  her  Majesty's  sttvia:,  and  that 
he  (Sir  Francis)  approved  the  set. 

On  the  22J  May  Mr.  S'rphenM>n  presented  Ihe 
subject  to  the  consideration  of  her  Majesty '<i  Go- 
vernment. After  referring  to  those  avowals,  he. 
said  that,  "under  sachcircumsiances,  it  was  not  lo 
have  been  expected  that  the  whUi  proceeding  eou'd 
be  regarded  by  the  Government  of  the  United  ■ 
Slates  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  maoifeii  act  ef 
hatiiU  and  daring  aggression  upon  its  rights  and  sovr- 
reisnty,  utterly  inconsistent  with  all  the  principles 
of  nRiional  law,  and  loluUlj)  irreeonciUbU  nilk  tht 
telulUj  and  peaceful  te\nuot\s  uf  ihe  two  coonlrle-:" 
that  "Tue  case,  then,  is  one  ofofen,  undisguiaeJ,  and 
unaatrantabU  iKalilily  "  He  conclude;  by  ex- 
press nt  the  confident  expectation  of  the  Presi- 
dent (if  Ihe  United  Sl.iies  that  the  whole  proceed- 
ing "will  not  only  be  disavowed  and^dintpproved, 
but  Ihat  such  redress  as  the  nature  of  the  case  ob- 
viou-l/  requires  will  be  promptly  made."  To  this 
our  Govemraent  wails  the  final  answel-  of  the  Bri- 
tish Government, 

On  the  13ih  November  la.'^l,  Alexander  McLeod 
a  British  subject,  was  arrested  and  impriTwned  by 
the  authorities  of  the  Sta'e  of  New  York,  on  a 
charge  of  aroaand  murder,  as  having  been  en- 
gaged in  the  capture  and  drstmctioD  of  the  Caro- 
line. 

On  Ihe  I2ih  Deirember,  ihc  British  Minister 
made  a  demand  on  the  Pretident  lor  the  release  of 
McLeod,  on  the  ground  ihat  tke  deitrtK/itn  ef  tke 
Caroline  was  a  jnAlie  act  ofptnom  in  her  Majntf'a 
$ertife,  oieying  the  ordert  »f  their tupeiitr  autJuritiet, 
and  th^  the  act,  according  lo  ihe  mages  of  nation;', 
can  only  be  the  lubjcci  of  discussion  between  the 
two  national  Oovernmenis. 

To  this  demand  the  Secretary  of  8:ate  has  re- 
plied that  Ibe  President  has  no  power  under  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Un  on  to  interpcae 
bstwecn  McL'^od  and  the  consiiiu>ed  authoriiiea  of 
the  Stale  i  f  New  York— and  that '  the  President  is  . 
not  aware  of  any  principle  of  international  law,  or 
indeed  of  reaion  or  justice,  which  eoiiitcs  socb 
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oSenders  lo  imponity  before  ihe  legal  tribanals, 
when  eomiog  volnoiarily  within  their  independent 
and  andonbied  jarisdiction,  becaase  tbey  acted  in 
obedience  to  their  superior  authorities,  or  because 
their  acts  have  become  the  subject  of  diplomatic 
disensaion  beiire*B  the  two  Oovenunentj."  And 
that,  "if  the  deiiruction  of  the  Caroline  was  a  pnb- 
lie  act  of  persons  in  her  Rlajesly's  service,  obeyin; 
the  orders  of  ibrir  superior  authorities,  this  fact 
has  not  beeu  htftrt  ooinmoDicaled  to  the  Gorern- 
meot  of  the  United  States  fry  a  perion  authorittd  to 
make  the  admissi6n;  and  it  will  be  for  the  cunrt 
which  has  cognizance  or  the  offence  wiih  which 
Mr.  McL?od  is  charged,  to  decide  on  ila  validity 
when  legally  established  before  it." 

The  British  Minister,  expressing  bis  regret 
at  the  decision,  has  referred  the  subject  to  his 
Government. 

From  these  premises,  Mr.  E.  after  expressly 
disclaiming  any  intention  ta  say  who  was  tight  or 
who  was  wrong,  and  arguing  s.s  lo  what  might  be 
the  <M>urse  of  ihe  British  Government,-  drew  the 
eonclasioa  that  the  diplomatic  discussion  on  the 
subject  was  not  closed,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Fox  had 
cererred  himself  to  kis  Government  for  instructions; 
that  as  yet,  therefore,  ho  definite  i»sae  had  been 
made  up,  and  that  it  would  be  time  enough  to  act 
when  the  Briiith  Minister  had  received  the  reply 
of  his  Govrrnment. 

Mr.  E.  deprecated  the  excitement  which  had 
been  manifciied  on  the  border,  declaring  that  ii 
ought  to  receive  qo  counleoance  from  any  oae.  He 
'  regarded  any  action  on  the  part  of  ihis  House  as 
improper,  so  long  as  negotiaiions  were  pending; 
and  hoped  that  Ihe  report  would  be  recommitted  to 
the  cominitlee  with  instraciions  to  report  stmeihing 
of  the  following  character 

"It  appearing  that  the  reciprocal  complaints  re- 
ferred to  in  the  correspondence  submitted  on  the 
subjects  of  diplomatic  discusiion  between  the  Go- 
vernmisnis  of  the  two  couatrie»,  the  (»}mmittee  hav- 
ing eniire  confidence  that  the  rights  and  honor  of 
the  United  States  will  be  sttstiiped  by  iha  Encu- 
live,  and  enttriaioing  the  hope  that  the  controversy 
will  be  brought  to  a  satisfactory  terminaiiuo,  are  of 
the  opinion  that  no  action  of  this  House  in,  at  this 
time,  necessary.  They>  therefore,  aik  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
jtci." 

Mr.  FILLMORE  rose  and, said,  that,  in  ithe 
oonrse  of  the  debate,  he  had  been  anticipated  by 
other  gentlemen  in  much  that  he  intended  to  say. 

The  question  was  of  as  much,  if  not  more,  im- 
portance to  his  section  of  country  ib^n  to  any 
other;  and  he  desired  lo  express  his  opinions  in  re- 
laiioD  to  the  vote  he  had  just  given  in  favor  of  the 
moiinn  lo  lay  on  the  table,  coupled  with  a  motion 
to  print. 

rmay  (continued  Mr.  F  )  have  mistaken  the  pur- 
port of  this  report;  I  have  only  beard  it  read  once 
at  the  Clerk's  tabl«>,  and  I  have  had  no  opportunity 
lo  examine  it«  contenL.<.  Th»  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina sa) sit  is  conciliatory;  that  it  will 
add  nothing  to  the  exa'^perated  feeling  already  ex- 
isting on  the  frontier.  I  believe  that  be  thinks  his 
report  will  have  that  effect;  but  I  much  fear,  from 
what  other  gentlemen  of  the  commit:ee  say,  that 
htf  is  mistaken.  I  voted  in  >avor  of  laying  the 
motion  lo  prict  on  the  table  because  I  thought  the 
effect  would  not  be  such  as  the  gentlemaa  antlci- 

rated,  and  1  wanted  the  reoort  laid  on  the  table  ihal 
might  have  time  to  look  into  it,  and  cee  if  my 
original  impressions  should  be  confirme  1.  If,  upon 
examination,  I  had  fouiid  that  it  was  not  calculated 
lo  produce  the  results  I  apprehended,  no  man  wouU 
Toie  for  lis  printing  more  freely  thtn  I  would.  The 
House,  however,  has  refused  to  lay  the  motinn  to 
print  on  the  table,  and  has  thought  proper  to  decide 
bat  the  report  shall  be  publish^. 

Having,  as  I  hare  stated,  only  beard  the  report 
once  read,  and  jo.'ging  from  what  others  say  cf  It, 
I  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  genilemgin  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  Adaims,]  that  the  subject  should  be 
recommitted  to  the  Citmmiltee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 
I  had  hoped  from  the  committee  a  calm,  deliberate, 
and  dignified  report  in  the  case  of  Ihe  burning  of 
the  "Caroline"  and  the  arrest  of  MrLtod;  that  it 
wo^ld  have  been  limUed  to  that  matter  alone,  (in- 
•tead  of  embracing,  aa  it  apparently  does,  all  our 


subjects  of  c«ntroversy  with  Great  Britain,)  and 
that  it  would  have  sst  the  country  right  with  re- 
ference to  the  JtcU  in  that  case.  I  may  be  mista- 
ken a4  regards  some  of  those  facts;  and  upon  a 
careful  examination  of  the  teslimnny,  sobsequeol 
lo  the  time  when  I  last  submitted  a  few  remarks  en 
this  case,  I  observe  I  was  mi'iaken  in  some  of  the 
facts  connected  with  that  transaction.  As  I  was 
not  present  on  the  ocea«ion,  all  the  knowledge  I 
have  I  derive  from  the  newspjpers  and  (rom  public 
documents,  as  others  may,  and  probably  do.  But 
npon  this  question,  which,  as  I  have  said,  is  one  of 
vital  importance  to  that  part  of  the  country  where 
I  reside,  we  must  recolleci,  in  the  first  place,  that 
there  is  a  judicial  question  depending.  And  I  was 
in  hopes  that  in  this  report,  exciting  and  iofiamma- 
tory  in  its  character  as  I  now  think  it  is,  nothing 
would  have  been  said,  and  that  so  far  ai 
this  House  was  concerned,  nothing  would 
have  been  done,  calcnlaiod  to  increase  the  ez- 
exciiement  which  already  exists.  I  confess  I  have 
heard  with  regret  and  shame  the  reports  from  that 
part  of  the  country  ia  regard  to  the  treatment  of 
this  individnal,  who  is  so  soon  ta  be  put  upon  his 
trial  for  murder;  I  cannot  for  any  consideration 
countenance  for  a  moment  Ihe  idea  that  the  laws  of 
Ihis  country  are  to  be  basely  trampled  on  by  any 
authority  whatsoever.  I  cannot  countenance  \\xe 
idea  tb It  the  judiciary  of  the  country  shall  for  a 
moment  be  overawed,  directed,  or  controlled,  by 
any  other  anihority  than  that  of  the  laws  them- 
selves. And,  whilst  I  say  this,  I  am  also  unwilling 
tu  connlenance  any  thing  there,  or  to  do  any  thing 
here,  which  may  tend  to  such  results.  I  hope  that 
-we  may  have  been  misinformed  lis  lo  the  nature 
of  the  proceedings  there;  I  am  unwilling  lo  believe 
Ihal,  in  a  community  of  citizens  such  as  that,  and 
with  many  of  whom  I  am  welh  acquainted,  and 
who  are  highly  respeeiable  and  intelligent,  such 
things  have  occurred.  I  say,  I  hope  we  have  been 
mi.-iiDfjrmcd;  I  trust  we  have.  I  haveseendjffeien 
statements  of  those  transactions,  and  some  of 
them  have  been  of  an  exculpatory  character.  Bat 
one  ihing,  at  all  events,  should  be  borne  in  mind 
by  all  whose  duty  requires  them  to  act  on  this  sub- 
ject here.  There  is  a  great  state  of  excitement  on 
that  frontier,  which  might  by  putiMli/y  lead  to  on 
ovtbrtak.  My  objection  to  ihe  priming  of  the  re- 
port was  tl^itt  it  was  calculated  to  inflame  the  pub- 
lic mind;  and  I  was  governed  in  that  vole  by  three 
reasons.  lu  the  first  place,  I  did  not  wish  that  any 
thing  should  be  done  here  which  might  hare  a  ten- 
dency to  do  injustice  to  the  individnal  who  is  soon 
lo  be  tried  by  Ihe  laws  of  the  Stale  of  New  York.  I 
desire  that  the  law  should  have  its  free  action;  dial 
no  excitement  should  be  raised  against  McLeod 
which  might  prevent  a  fair  and  impartial  trial.  In 
the  second  place,  I  do  npt  desire  ihat  any  action  on 
the  pait  of  Ibis  Mouse  should  compromise  or  con- 
trol the  Executive  of  this  nation  in  the  negotiaiions 
now  pending  between  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales  and  thi;  Government  of  Great  Biitain.  I 
haiw  all  confidence  in  the  incoming  Administration. 
If  this  controversy  can  be  amicably  and  honorably 
settled  between  the  two  Governments,  I  desire  that 
it  thould.  But  Ihvre  is  a  Ihird  and  very  strong  rea- 
son in  my  mind  against  any  thing  being  done  to 
exasperate  Ihe  public  mind  on  the  subject  of  war 
with  Great  Britain.  It  is  ihis:  for  three  or  four 
years  I  have  used  all  the  exertions  in  my  power  Xa 
induce  ths-Adcninistration,  which  is  responsible  to 
the  country,  to  provide  some  means  of  defence  on 
our  Norihern  frontier.  But  all  my  efforts  were  in 
vaini  And  yet  the  genileman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Pickens]  now  tells  us  that  the  course  lo  be 
pursued  to  avoid  a  war  with  Great  Britain  is,  to 
stand  op  to  her — to  threaten  her — to  lake  a  high 
stand)  and  Ihat,  he  says,  will  avert  a  war.'  I  may 
have  been  mistaken  in  the  mraning.  I  know  that 
those  were  not  his  words.  Bat  I  would  submit  lo 
him  that  the  best  way  to  avoid  a  war  with  Great 
Biitain,  is  t-j  show  that  we  are  prepared  to  mee 
her,  if  there  is  to  be  war;  because  reasonable  pre- 
parations for  defenre  are  better  than  gasconading. 
Mr.  FiLLMORK  \heo  alluded  to  the  defenceless 
condition  of  the  Northern  frontier.  He  desired, 
and  believed  the  whole  country  desired,  that  we 
should  yield  nothing  to  the  demands  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, to  whiclvsbe  was  not  fairly  eoiitlt^    But,  at  1 


the  same  time,  he  regarded  t  as  rather  the  act  of  a 
madman  to  precipitate  the  country  into  war.before 
he  was  {Prepared  for  it,  than  the  act  of  a  states- 
man. In  bis  section  of  country,  the  people  would 
yield  nothing  to'Great  Britain,  to  which  she  was 
not  justly  entitled;  or  they  would  yield  it  only  wi>h 
Ihe  last  drop  of  their  blood.  But  be  did  not  wish 
prematnrely  to  be  drawn  into  war;  he  did  not  wish 
lo  invite  Great  Britain  to  invade  our  defenceless 
coast.  The  true  plan  wds  to  prepare  for  war  if 
we  had  yet  to  come  to  it,  but  to  do  nothing  in  the 
way  of  bragging.  .  If  it  did  come,  gentlemen  would 
not  find  his  (Mr.  F's)  people  shrinking  from  their 
just  share  of  responsibility.  All  tbey  had — their  pro- 
perly, their  lives,  every  thing — they  were  willing  to 
devote,  if  need  be,  to  the  servioe  and  honor  of  their 
country.  But,  was  it  not  the  part  of  wisdom  and 
prudence,  before  we  made  a  declaration  of  war,  to 
prepare  for  ii7  This  was  all  be  desired;  and  if 
this  reprrt  was  calculated  to  stir  up  a  war  feeling, 
without  corresponding  preparation  being  made  to 
meet  the  consequences,  he,  for  one,  was  opposed  to 
it.  He  did  not  not  wish  the  country  to  be  dis- 
graced by  defeat.  When  she  must  go  lo  war,  be 
desired  to  see  her  prepared  for  it;  he  desired  to  see 
her  placed  in  a  situation  which  would  enabler  her 
to  bid  defiance  to  the  power  of  any  Government  oa 
earth. 

Mr.  F.  then  alluded  to  the  fortification  bill  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
the  other  day  by  its  chairman,  [Mr.  Jones  ]  Thar 
bill  contaioeid  appropriations  lo  the  amount  of  near- 
ly half  a  million  of  dollars,  (though  that,  he  be- 
lieved, was  only  about,  half  of  the  amount  usually 
appropriated  for  such  purpose;)  and  yet  there  was 
not  a  solitary  fortification  on  the  Northern  frontier 
to  which  any  part  of  that  money  was  to  be  applied. 
Was  this  Ihe  way  in  which  we  should  prepare 
for  war?  Did  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  PicttBKt]  who  presented  the  report,  desire  to 
declare  war  agaiast  England  before  the  new  Ad- 
ministration came  into  power?  If  so,  he  (Mr.  F.) 
would  oppose  it.  He  was  for  war,  if  neoesary, 
but  not  before  w>  were  prepared  for  it.  He  wished, 
therefore,  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
would  permit  the  report  to  be  recomoiitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  that  ihat  com- 
mittee might  be  igsiriicted  to  coofioe  themselves  u> 
the  subject  originally  referred  to  them,  and  to  ihat 
alone^  For  his  own  part,  he  trusted  and  he  be- 
lieved  that  the  r^U  of  this  matter  was  wi  h  the 
American  people;  and  it  ought  at  all  hazards  lo  be 
maintained.  But  he  was  uowilling  at  the  close  of 
a  re'sion,  and  when  the  present  Adiministration  bad 
but  something  like  two  weeks  to  remain  in  power, 
to  precipitate  the  nation  into  war  without  any  pre- 
paration on  our  part  to  meet  it.  And  it  was  for 
this  reason  mainly  Ihat  be  objected  to  the  report. 
But,  as  be  said  before,  he  might  be  mistaken  in  its 
contents.  He  hoped  he  was;  for  he  was  at  all 
times  prepared  to  go  with  him  who  went  furthest  in 
maintaining  the  honor  of  the  nation  and  punishing 
insult  or  aggression. 

Mr.YANDERPOEL  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion; it. was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  was 
ordered. 

The  main  question  was,  first,  on  Mr.  EvEarrr's. 
proposition  to  add  lo  the  printing  of  the  report  all 
the  documents  heretofore  presented  lo  Congress  on 
the  subject.  This  question  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  passed  in  the  negative,  ta  follows: 

YEAS — Messnt.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drewi.  Baker,  Barnard,  Bell,  Boardman,  Briggs, 
Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  Casey,  Crabb,  Curtis, 
Cusbing,  Qarrott  Davis,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Oieker- 
son,  Dellet,  Edwards,  Evans,  Eveteti,  Fillmore, 
Gates,  Granger,  Green,  Grinnell,  Habenriiam, 
Hall,  Hawes,  Henry,  Hoffman,  Hunt,  James, 
Cbatles  Johnston,  Kempsball,  King,  Lane,  Lin- 
coln, McCany,  Marvin,  Monroe,  Morgan,  Mor- 
row, Naylor,  Osborne,  Palen,  Parmenier,  Peck, 
Pope,  Ptpffit,  Randall,  Rariden,  Rayner,  Reed, 
Edward  Rogers,  Russell,  Simonton,  Trnman 
Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thomp- 
soil,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tillinghasi,  Toland, 
Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Warren,  Edward 
D.  While,  John  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams, 
Lewis  WilMam!<,  and  Winthrop— 73. 

MAYS— Messrs.  JIadtoD  Allen,  AnderaoD,  Aiber- 
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ton,  Banks,  Beaiiy,  Bcirae,  Black,  Blackwell, 
Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  Q.  Brown, 
Bar|[F,  Sam'l  H.  Bailer,  Carr,  Carroll,  Chapman, 
Cbittendeo,  CliSbrd,  Connor,  Mark  A.  Cooper, 
William  R.  Cooper,  Cranston,  Cntj,  Daves,  EM- 
ward  Davies,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Daw- 
ton,  Doan,  Doig,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Earl,  East- 
man, Elr,  Fine,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foroaiice,  O^l- 
braitb.Otrry,  Qraham,  Qrifflo,  Hand,  John  Hast- 
ings, Hopkins,  Hatibard,  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,. 
Keim,  Kemble,  K.lle,  LeailbeUer,  Leet,  Leonard, 
Lewis,  Lowell,  Laca?,  McCellan,  McCallocb, 
McKay,  Merediih  Mallory,  Mason,  Medill,  Miller, 
MoBtanya,  Sainael  W.  Morrij,  Newhard,  Nisbet, 
Parish,  Petnkin,  Pickens,  Rives,  James  Rogers, 
Samneb,  Siiaw,  Sbepard,  Albert  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Starkweather,  Sieenrod, 
Strong,  Samier,  Philip  F.  Tb«raas,  Tarney,  Van- 
derpoel,  Vroom,  David  D.  Wagsner,  Weller, 
Wick,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Jo- 
seph L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  and  Worthing- 
ion— 100. 

And  so  the  Honse  refasrd  to  print  the  papers  re- 
lating lo  the  snbject. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  printing  the  report 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  TILUNGHAST  said  at  this  stage  be  w«ald 
make  a  motion  that  had  precedenceof  the  previoas 
qaestioa.  He  moved  to  lay  the  molioa  16  print  on 
tbe  table.  He  did  so  ihat  there  might  be  an  oppor- 
tanity,  before  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
to  alter  some  particalar  expreiwionsand  one  or  two 
ataiemenls,  which,  with  deference  to  the  gentleman 
from  Sooth  Carolina,  he-would,  if  his  motion  pre- 
vailed, paint  out' for  his  consideration.  If  the  alte- 
rations were  made,  he  should  have  no  objection  to 
(he  printiog. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  previous  qa«stion  had 
been  ordered  on  the  whole,  and  it  was  too  late,  after 
one  part  of  the  question  had  been  taken,  to  move 
to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TILLTNQHAST  said  he  differed  from  the 
Chafar,  as  this  was  not  a  divided  question,  but  a 
separate  qaestion  on  each  motion.  However,  he 
would  not  ironble  the  Hun^e  with  an  appeal. 

The  qaeition  was  then  put  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  carried— yeas  103,  nays  63,  as  follows: 

VEAS— Messrs.  Jadson  Allen,  Anderson,  Alher- 
toa.  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Black,  Blackwell, 
tloyd,  Brewster,  AaronV.Brbwn,  Albert G.  Brown, 
Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  John  Campball,,  Carr, 
Canoll,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Connor,  Mark 

A.  Cooper,  Wm.  R.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Davee,  John 
Davis,  Jihn  W.  Davis,  Dickerson,  Dellett,  D  an, 
Doig,  Dromgoole,  Dancan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely, 
Fine,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Fornance,  Galbrailh,  Gerry, 
Oriffio,  Band,  John  Hastings,  Hopkins,  Hub- 
iHtrd,  Jackson,  Jamexop,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave 
Johitfon,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim, 
Kemble,  Kille,  Lane,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Low- 
ell, Lucas,  McClellan,  McClnre,  McCullocb,  Mc- 
Kay, Merediih  Mallory,  Medill,  Miller,  Monianya, 

B.  W.  Morris,  JNTewhard,  Parrisb,  Parmenier, 
Paynier,  Petrikin,  Pickens,  Pope,  Prentiss,  Rey- 
aold8,Rhetl,  Rives,  Edward  Rogers,  James  Rogers, 
Samuels,  Shaw,  Albert  Smith,  John  Smith,  Tbos. 
Smith,  Starkweather,  Steenrod,  Strong,  Philip  F. 
Thomav,  Tnrney,  Vandsrpoel,  Vroom,  David  D. 
Wagener,  Weller,  Wic'-',  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Henry  William!,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  and  Wor- 
Ibington— 103. 

NAYS— Me'^rs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drews, Baker,  Barnard,  Bell,  Boardman,  Biiggs, 
Calhoun,  Cbittendeo,  Cranston,  Cnrtis,  Cashing, 
Edward  Davies,  QAirrtt  Davis,  Dawsoo,  Debery 
Denais,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Gates,  Graham, 
Granger,  Green,  Gnnuell,  Habersham,  Hall, 
Hawes,  Henry,  Hoffman,  Hunt,  Cha".  Johnston, 
Kempsha.ll,  King,  Linco'n,  McCarty,  Marvin, 
Mason,  Morgan,  Nisbet,  O^iborne,  Palen,  Peck, 
Proffit,  Randall,  Rariden,  Reed,  Russell,  Simsnton, 
Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Taliaferro,  Waddy 
Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tillioghast,  To- 
land,  Triplett,  Trumball,  Underwood,  Warren, 
Edward  D.  White,  John  White,  Thomas  W.  Wil- 
liams, Lewis  Williams,  Chris'.opber  H.  WUIiauu, 
9aA  Winitarop— 68. 


So  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  then 
on  motion 
The  Hous3  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
MoNDAT,  February  15,  1811. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  he  bad  received  a  me- 
morial from  Parkesbnrg,  in  the  Siate  ofPennsylva* 
nia,  which  be  would  now  take  leave  to  present. 
It  was  signed  by  a  number  of  respeciabls  £iti2ens 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  stated,  in  strong  ternis,  the 
defenceless  condition  of  our  maritime  cities  on  the 
seaboard, ,  and  the  impendiag  danger  of  a  foreign 
war;  and  urged  Congress  to  make  appropriations 
for  the  armament  of  our  fortification!:,  the  building 
of  floating  batteries  for  the  defence  of  our  hi^rbors, 
and  the  construction  of  twenty  of  the  first  class  of 
steam  frigates;  and  as  many  more  smaller  steam 
vessel.*. 

The  memorial  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  a  number 
of  captains,  pilots,  and  engineers,  of  the  city  of 
Pittsburg,  remonstrating  againu  the  passage  of 
any  law  by  Congress,  compelling  the  use  of  Banb's 
safety  valvesi;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  of  ci- 
tizens of  Oaeida  county,  remonstraiin;;  again&t  the 
passage  of  any  bankrupt  law  retroactive  in  its  pro- 
visions; which  was  laid  on  tbe  table,  and  urdered 
to  be  piinlcd. 

Mr.  W.  aUo  presented  the  memorial  cf  James  A. 
Macdonald,  praying  for  an  increase  cf  pension; 
and,  also,  a  memorial  of  a  large  number  of  citizens 
of  the  connty  of  Saratoga,  uniting  in  tbe  prayer  of 
the  peliiioDcr,  whi&bweie referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  LINN  said  at  th<?  last  and  present  sessions  of 
Cong resr.memorials  had  been  presented  from  persons 
who  termed  themselves  Mormons  or  Latter  Day 
SainU',  complaining  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  ex- 
tracts fro«  these  memorials  bad  been  published  and 
widely  circDlated,which  were caJcnIated  to  iDJnre  tbe 
character  of  the  Stale  which  he  had  tlie  honor  in  part 
to  represent,  in  tbe  minds  of  those  who  were  not 
acqaaiated  with  the  facts.  He  held  in  his  hand  a 
transcript  of  all  the  le^al  proceedings  which  had 
been  had  in  this  case,  and  in  order  th\t  the  Senate 
and  the  country  might  be  acquainted  with  the  facts, 
he  wopid  present  them  to  tbn  Senate,  and  move 
for  their  printing.  The  docomeat  was  accordicgly 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  resolutions  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  Michigan  respectiog  the  boundary 
line  between  that  State  and  lh>:  Territory  of  Wi<- 
honsan;  which  were  laid  «n  the  table  and  ordered 
lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  P.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislative Assembly  of  Wiskonsan,  praying  Ihat 
tha  right  of  pre-emption  may  be  extended  to  s^-ttlerv 
on  tlie  lands  reserved  for  the  Rock  river  and 
Milwaukie  canal;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  P.  aUo  presented  a  memorial  of  tbe  same 
bod;,  asking  aulkority  to  dispose  of  the  sixteenth 
sections,  for  t.ne  purpose  uf  creating  a  schoel  fund; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  P.  a'sn  presented  the  memorial  of  the  same 
body,  praying  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  may  be 
extended  to  settlers  on  the  mineral  land>;  which 
was  referred  t«  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  li  be  printf  d. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  the  memorial  of 
(he  Presbytery  of  Buffalo,  praying  Ihat  tbe  treaty 
with  the  Seneca  Indians  may  not  be  cairied  into  ef- 
fect; which  was  referied  to  the  Committee  on  In. 
diao  Affairs. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  two  memorisH, 
signed  by  eight  or  nine  hondied  citizens  ol  Pnila- 
delpbia,  praying  an  appropriation  for  ibeenction 
of  anew  cusl.om  houtiu  in  Phihdelphia;  which,  as 
tbe  subject  bsid  been  r<.poried  upi.>n,  were  laid  upon 
Ihe  table. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  ^Ileazer 
McCoy;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committe  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  L.  also  prceuted  a  memorial  of  several 


hundred  citizens  of  St.  Lott^,  praying  a  repeal  of 
the  naturalization  laws;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  tbe  Judiciary. 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Welcome 
A.  Bobbins  and  Thaddsus  Robbin-s  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  presented  a  joint  resolnUon  of 
the  Liegislature  ol  Lousiana,  in  favor  of  pladog 
buoys  at  the  several  passes  of  the  Mississippi  ri- 
ver; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  N.  al>«  presented  t.ie  memorial  of  the  Mexi- 
can Galf  Railway  Company,  praying  the  right  of 
way  through  the  public  landu;  which  was  referred 
te  the  Committee  onPabllc  Lands. 

Mr.  PIERCE  presented  the  memorial  of  Jercr 
miah  Bartlett;  which  was  referred  to  the  Oommit- 
tee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  KING,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
a.ked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Catharine  E.  Clitherall;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  papers 
in  the  case  of  Ezekiel  Jones  were  permitted  lo  be 
withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  ihe  pa- 
pers in  the  case  of  Abel  Pennington  were  permtt- 
ed  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  th:  Senate. 

The  bill  from  th«  House  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled 'An  act  to  author'ze  tbe  Stale  of  Tennessee 
to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  Ihe  claims  to  the 
vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  tbe  sam*," 
passed  the  IS.h  day  of  April,  1806,  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands:. 

Tbe  bill  trom  the  House  to  cont'nne  in  force  the 
act  for  the 'payment  of  horses  and  other  property 
lost  in  the  military  f  ervice  of  the  United  S  ales, 
was  read  a  first  and  second  lime,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indians,  from  the  Committee  oa 
Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been 
referred,  reported  a  bill  to  confirm  to  that  S  ate  the 
lands  selected  by  her,  in  lien  of  the  land^  covered 
by  reservation  in  tbe  treaties  of  1837  and  1839 
with  Ihe  Miami  Indians.  To;  bill  was  ordered  lo 
a  second  reading;  an  4  tbe  report  and  accompany- 
ing documents,  on  his  motion,  were  ordered  to  b» 
primed. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  for  ihe  iacorporaiion  of  the  Wathington  City 
Benevolent  Sjciety,  reported  the  tame  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  SBVIBR,  from  the  Co-nraitiee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  a  memorial  on  the  subject  wss 
referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  General 
Isaac  Welluorn,  of  Alabama;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  lo  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  MERRICK  pro-eo'ed  a  mrVnorial  from  the 
cfirporate  auihoritie*  of  the  city  of  Baltim:<re,  pray- 
ing an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  lorlress 
on  Sollers'-  Point  Flat>;  in  which  Mr.  M.  called 
the  particular  attention  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affair!>,  to  which  he  moved  its  reference. 

Mr.  LINN  raid  neaily  every  harbor  in  tbe  coun- 
try wss  in  a  similar  position  with  that  of  Balti- 
more; and  he  ihonsht  it  would  be  berer  to  amend 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  by  re- 
ferring, in  connection  vtlh  bis  memorial,  the  whole 
subject  of  our  fortifications  and  defences  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  Net  only  oor  sea- 
coa«t,  but  our  whole  Western  frontier,  and  whole 
line  of  lake*,  were  completely  defenefleic.  We 
have  been  for  days  and  weeks  discossing  the  pro- 
priety of  giving  away  five  millions  of  our  revenue, 
when  fifty  miltinn.s  could  be  profitably,  and  he  would 
say  economically,  spent  on  our  navy  and  fortifica- 
tions. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  MERRICK, 

Mr.  fRESrON  said  that  an  early  period  th-^y 
would  have  to  address  ihem-elvrs  to  a  full  conside- 
ration or  Ihe  entire  subject  of  our  nationni  defences, 
and  to  incar  .some  expense  thereon;  and  they  would 
have  to  come  to  the  i>nbject  with  more  liberality 
than  they  had  hitherto  done.  Tbe  whole  system  of 
naval  warfare,  and  of  coast  defence,  mast  ondeffo 
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a  radical  revolation,  tbc  details  of  which  would 
afford  matter  for  serious  conjid^ration.  It  was 
matter  ^f  notoriety,  that  gigantic  strides  had  been 
taken  bf  BnglAnd  and  the  European  powers  in 
progressive  ii^provemenis,  both  of  the  land  and 
jkaral  mode  of  warfare.  Sieam  vessels  bad  b«en 
ioeicased,  steam  batteries  had  been  introduced, 
and  the  Ectenee  of  throwing  shells  horizontally  had 
been  brought  to  great  perfection,  and  iherefore  it 
became  necessary  that  Congress  should  direct  its 
attention  to  the  tubject  that  pace  might  be  kept 
with  foreign  powers.  In  consequence  ( f  the  a'l- 
vaoee  made  by  the  French  ajid  Rus.-ian  Oorero- 
ments,  British  officers  and  British  statesmen  were 
engaged  in  newspafier  and  pamphlet  discussions  on 
Ibis  important  sabject,  and  propositions  had  al- 
re«dy  been  made  to  th«  British  Ouvemment  to 
effect  a  profonnd  change  in  the  Eoglisli  system; 
and  as  in  England  great  rcEolts  were  expected  to  be 
prodnced.'it  was  the  duty  of  statesmen  here  to  mark 
ihoee  results,  and  to  profit  by  them.  He  sugg&tied 
the  appoiniroentof  a  special  committee  to  take 
ehatce  of  the  matter,  for  it  was  with  him  a  question 
to  what  existing  committee  it  could  with  propriety 
'  be  referred,  or  to  what  department  it  belonged.  The 
aystem  to  which  resort  mast  be  had  woold  be  an 
entire  new  one,  including  both  na^iat  and  military 
operations,  but  belonging  exelusively  to  neither  of 
those  departments;  and  therefore,  he  should  prefer 
tbc  appoictment  ef  a  new  committee,  charged  with 
the  special  duty  of  invcFtigaiing  and  reporting  on 
this  weighty  matter,  as  well  as  on  the  general  con- 
dit  on  of  the  old  system. 

After  some  other  observation.^,  the  memorial  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.' 

Mr.  WRIQHT.from  the  Commitlte  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  payment  of  Revolutionary  and  other 
pensioners,  reported  the  same  withont  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  W.  said  as  prompt  action  on  the  bill  was  of 
ttneh  importance,  be  would  ash  the  consent  cf  the 
Senate  to  take  it  up  and  dispose  of  it  at  the  present 
time;  which  being  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  considered 
as  in  committee  of  the  who!e. 

This  bill  w%s  debated  at  tome  leoeth  bv  |lf  esters- 
PEVIER,  UNff,  PRESTON,  PIERCE,  BEN- 
TON, BUCHANAN,  PULTON,  CALHOUN, 
ANDER&ON,  and  oihera,  principally  on  a  motion 
by  Mr.  SEVIER  to  strike  out  an  appropriation  of 
f  100,000  for  the  se:tlement  and  tranzportatiun  of 
the  Seminolt:s,  and  thereby  lo  effect  a  termination 
of  the  Florida  war.  Mr.  SEVIER  condemned  this 
mode  of  parehasing  peace  with  a  handrol  of  savag*s 
as  impolitic,  and  as  a  temptation  offered  to  the  other 
Indian  tribes  to  engage  in  a  mnrderous  and  hanus- 
ing  war,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  largeises 
from  the  Qovernment.  Ultimately,  the  ayes  and 
noe»  were  taken  on  tbc  qucstii  n  oi  striking  out;  and 
they  resulted  as  follows:  ayes  6,  noes  3G. 

Besides  the  cash  appropriation  of  $5,000  each  lo 
two  ch'efs,  and  |30  to  each  warrior,  to  bi  paid  out 
of  the  above  mentioned  sum  of  $100,000,  on  their 
•urreodeiing  for  transportation,  they  were  likewise 
to  be  furnished  with  a  blanket  and  a  gun  on  their 
arrival  went  of  the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  SEVIER  suggested  an  amendment,  so  as  to 
secure  their  transportation  west  of  the  State  of 
Arkanfas  before  they  were  furnished  with  fire 
arm^  bat  nitimately  it  was  so  amended,  in  accord- 
ance «iih  the  spirit  and  inieaiion  of  the  entire  pro- 
ceeding, a*  to  liiait  the  deliirery  to  the  Indians  -of 
these  articles  on  their  ariival  at  their  new  home. 

The  amendments  of  the  committee  were  concur- 
led  in  by  the  Senate;  and. 

On  moiio*  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  bill  was  read 
a  thitd  t  me,  and  passed. 

Tne  Senate  then  adjourned.    ' 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVE?, 
HoNSAr,  February  15,  1841. 
The  SPEAKER  stated  the  first  bos.nes^  in  order 
to  be  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the 
i:>nblic  Ltnds  on  the  6ih  of  January,  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  '  An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Ten- 
neasee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain 
lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to 
the  vacant  and  noappiopriated  lands  with  the  same, 
paned  Ihe  I8ih  day  of  April,  1806." 


The  motion  of  Mr.  Tdrnet  was  pending  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  qurs- 
tioB  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  the  mo- 
tion to  saspend  the  rules,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative—yeas 94,  nays  34. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  JAMESON  moved  ihe  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded. 

And  on  the  question,  "Shall  die  main  question 
be  now  pnti"  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
ayes  113,  noes  51. 

The  question  now  being  on  the  main  question, 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  thereupon  callfd  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  were— yeas 
136,  nays  45,  as  follows:    - 

YEAS— Messrs.  John  W.  Allen,  Anderson, 
Andrews,  Athertcn,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bell, 
Blackwell,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
Albert  O.  Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H.  Bniler, 
William  6.  Campbell,  Carr,  Cufej,  Chapman, 
Clifford,  William  R.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Craig,  Cran- 
ston, Crary,  Crockett,  Ctosi,  dishing,  John  Da- 
vis, John  W.Davis,  Qarrett  Davis,  Doan,  Doig, 
Dromgoole,  Earl,  Esstman,  Ely,  Everett,  Fine, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Fomance,  Galbraith,  Gentry, 
Gerry,  Giddtngs,  Green,  Hall,  Himmsnd,  Hand, 
J«hn  Hastings,  Henry,  Hillen,  Hubbard,  Hunt, 
Jackson,  James,  Jameson,  Cave  Johnson,  Na- 
thaniel Jones,  Kemble,  Kille,  Lane,  Leaclbetter,' 
L^et,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McCariy, 
MeCleltan,  McCnllocb,  Meiedilh  Mallory,  Mar- 
vin, Mason,  Medill,  IMiller,  Monroe,  Montanya, 
Moore,  Calvary  Morris,  Morrow,  Nayloc,  New- 
hard,  Nisbet,  Osborne,  Parrish,  Parmenter,  Parris, 
Paynter,  Petrikin,  Pickens,  Pope,  Prentiss,  Proffi', 
Rariden,Reyno!ds,  Rbett,  Ridgway,  Edward  Ro- 
gers, James  Rogers,  Samuel.«,  Sbaw,  Simonton, 
Sladr,  Albert  Smith,  John  Smith,  Truman  Smith, 
Thomas  Smith,  Starkweather,  Sleenrod,  Strong, 
Stuart,  Sumter,  Swearingen,  Sweney,  Philip  F. 
Thjmas,  John  B.  Thompson,  Toland,  Triplett, 
Turney,  Vandeipoel,  Vroom,  Warren,  Waiterson, 
Weller,  Edward  D.  White,  John  White,  Wick, 
Jared  W.  Williams,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Hen. 
ry^Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H. 
Williams,  Winthrop,  and  Wis»— 136. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Baker,  Boardman, 
Briggs,  Brockway,  Bynnm,  Chittenden,  Connor, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  Edward  Davies,  Dawson,  De- 
berry,  Dennis,  Doe,  Edwards,  Gates,  Goggin, 
Graham,  Grifiin,  Haber.>ham,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Hill  of  North  Carolina,  Charles  Johnston,  Jo- 
seph Johnson,  William  Co?t  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jones,  Keim,  Kempshall,  King,  McClure,  Mc- 
Kay, Montgomery,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris, 
Palen,  Reed,  Shepard,  Stanly,  Taliaferro,  TilHng- 
bast.  Underwood,  Lewis  Williams,  and  Wor- 
ihingion — 45. 

So  the  bill  was  pa.<?ed. 

Mr.  J0NE3  of  Virginia  moved  that  the  Houre 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
s'ate  of  the  Union,  and  take  up  the 
CIVIL    AND     DIPLOMATIC    APPROPRIA- 
TION BILL. 

On  the  question  being  taken  to  suspend  the  rules 
for  that  purpose,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmaiivs — 
yeas  140,  nays  33. 

So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Bbll  in 
the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year 
1841. 

Mr.  EVANS  offered  tha  following  amendment, 
lo  come  in  after  the  ISih  line: 

"Anl  the  accounting  officers  ar:  directed,  in  the 
I  settlement  of  the  accoonia  of  the  coniingent  er- 
I  peases  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
!  to  credit  the  payment  made  in  pursuance  of  the  re- 
I  soluii'-nsof  the  Senate  of  the  ISh  July,  1840,  and 
th<-  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  21st  July,  1840-"- 

Which  amendment  (after  sonie  conveiaation) 
was  agrerd  to. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  offered  the  following 
amendment: 

"And  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  authorize  or  sanction  any  contract  for  stationery 


or  other  articles  foi  the  ufe  of  the  next  Congreas  bj 
any  officeNof  the  present  Congress,  to  an  amount 
exceeding,  in  the  whole,  $2,000." 

Afier  a  few  remarks  rrom  Messrs.  TILLING- 
HAST and  LINCOLN,  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  moved  t)  strike  oat  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"For  salary  of  the  Secretary  to  sign  patents  for 
public  lands,  per  act  of  March  second,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty  three,  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars." 

Mr.  JONES  of  Yirgiaia  hoped  the  gentleman  . 
would  not  persist  in  his  motion.  It  would  be  re- 
collected )hat  the  very  large  number  of  patent*, 
generally  from  seventy  to  eighty  thousand  a  year, 
Tendered  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the  duty 
should  be  preferred  by  a  Secretary.  Every  gentle- 
man mnst  know  that  the  time  of  the  President  was 
occupied  80  much  ia  more  important  business,  that 
it  Would  be  impessibJe  for  him  to  attend  to  this  la- 
borious di|ty. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  asked  leave  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  to  a  few  important  facts. 
Mr.  L.  then  proceeded  to  state  that  the  law  re- 
lating to  the  issuing  of  land  patents  had  not  been 
complied  widi;  and  that  there  ha'l  not  been,  since 
1836,  •  patent  issued  whidi  was  valid.  The  law 
requited  that  the  name  of  the  President  of  tte 
United  States  should  be  affixed  to  each  patent,  but 
the  Secretary,  instead  of  writing  the  name  of  the 
President,  as  his  attorney,  ha'l,  contrary  to  law, 
signed  his  own  name.  He,  Mr.  L.  admitted  that 
the  duly  was  now  too  laborious  for  die  President 
to  attend  personally,  and  would  oppose  the  motioo 
to  strike  out.  Bat  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Isw 
(hat  the  Secretary  shonid  do  what  an  attorney  did, 
viz:  not  sign  his  own  name,  but  the  nam*  of  the 
principal  under  whom,  and  for  whom,  he  was 
acting. 

Mr-  L.  also  adverted  to  a  similar  non-compliaaoe 
with  the  statute  by  the  Conunisaioner  rf  the  Land  - 
Office,  so  that  he  was  fnlly  convinced  that  not  one 
of  the  patents  granted  for  the  last  four  years  would 
stand  the  lest  of  judicial  scrutiny.  In  eonsidemtion 
of  these  facts,  he  gave  notice  that  at  the  first  oppor- 
tunity he  would  Introduce  a  bill  for  giving  legal 
sanction  to  these  patents. 

Mr.  L-  then  alluded  to  a  controversy  now  pend- 
ing between  the  Commutsioner  and  Recorder  of  the 
General  Land  Office.  He  did  not  know  that  those 
gentlemen,  allhongh  so  close  together,  were  on 
speaking  terms,  from  the  lengthy  correspondence 
which  bad  taken  place  between  them,  and  which 
had  been-  presented  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands.  He  (Mr.  L.)  was  sure  that  if  the  time  con- 
sumed in  this  correspondence  between  persons  in 
the  same  building,  bad  been  devoted  to  the  patents, 
there  would  not  have  been  at  this  time  so  many 
thousands  in  an  unprepared  state. 

Mr-  JONES  ( f  Vii^inia,  in  reply  to  a  question 
by  Mr.  Amdrsws,  call^  that  gentleman's  ait<ntion 
to  the  fact  that  this  office  had  been  provided  for  by 
an  act  subsequent  to  that  of  1833,  namely,  by  an 
act  passed  in  July,  1836. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  then  moved  that  the  phrase- 
ology of  the  item  be  changed,  so  as  to  give  the  cor- 
rect date  of  the  act;  which  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  die  motion  to  ttritce 
out — 

The  amendmsnt  Was  discussed  bv  Messrs.  AN- 
DREWS, ADAMS,  JONES  of  Virginia,  LIN- 
COLN, A.  SMITH,  CRARY,  and  MftSON  of 
Ohio.    After  which,  , 

Mr.  ANDREWS,  to  save  die  time  which,  h« 
said,  he  foresaw  would  be  consumed  if  the  debate 
went  on,  withdrew  the  amendment. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  to  amend  die  item 
"for  compensation  to  the  clerk*  ia  the  office  of  fte 
Fifth  Auditor,  |9,800,"  by  reducing  the  amoual  to 
18,860- 

A  very  long  debata  followed  in  which  Messrs. 
VANDERPOEL,  MORGAN,  GRAVES,  JONES 
of  Va.  EVANS,  A-  SMITH,  MONROB,  UN- 
DERWOOD, WISE,  PETRIKIN,  TILLING- 
HAST, L.  WILLIAMS,  STANLY,  PROPFIT, 
W.  THOMPSON,  HUBBARD,  and  DAVIS  of 
EeiMucky,  forticipated.  _ 
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Mr.  VANDERPOEL  withdrew  the  amradment. 

Mr.  STANLY  moved  lo  strike  out  the  item  "for 
cMnpensaiioii  lo  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasnry,  three 
thoasand  five  hnndred  dollars," 

Mr.  VANDBRFOEL  nitved  to  strike  a  thousand 
dollars  from  the  appropriation  for  clerks  in  the 
oflbse  of  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  and  as 
a  reason  for  it  staled  that  he  bad,  thai  momiag, 
bwa  informed  that  there  was  a  vasancy  in  one  of 
the  derkshipe  of  the  o£Bce  of  the  Fifth  Aaditor, 
(Mr.  PleannioB;)  that  the  proposed  appropriation, 
widchhe  wanted  to  red Doe,  covered  the  salary  of 
this  clerk,  (|1,0000  that  he  luder.s  ood  Mr.  Pica- 
sonton  declined  to  fill  tip  the  vacancy  till  after  the 
fMirth  «f  March.  Now,  he,  Mr.  V.  thonght  if  he 
could  dispens*  with  the  services  of  this  clerk  dnriog 
the  session  of  Coiigiess,  when  the  basioMs  of  all 
the  Departments  was  more  precsine,  he  conid  gel 
aloBg  withoDt  such  clerk  after  the  foarthof  March. 
For  that  reaaea,he  moved  to  strike  out  |1,000 
front  the  proposed  appropriation. 

Here  Mesirs.  STANLY,  GRAVES,  PROFFIT, 
and  others  tereralty  attacked  Mr.  VAUDtapoci. 
for  so  suddenly  becoming  a  reformer. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said,  when  be  made  his 

S reposition  to  reduce  the  appropriation  for  the 
ifth  Anditor.of  |1,000,  he  sniely  did  not  intend  to 
disturb  the  equanimity  of  the  gentleman  on  the 
olhcr  side,  nor  did  he  intend,  thereby,  to  assume 
the  character  of  reformer-master  general.  He  had 
never  been  ambitions  to  seen  re  the  honors  of  that 
office.  It  seemed  that  gentlemen  doubled  his  (Mr. 
V's)  right  to  propose  any  reform  or  reduction  in 
any  quarter;  that  they  ran  away  with  the  idea,  that 
4ie  gioiy  of  this  great  and  patriotic  work  belonged 
^dusively  to  themselves.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  V.') 
we  mean  to  try  the  sincerity  of  your  preach- 
ipgs  and  profetsions  for  the  last  two  years. 
"Hairium  and  r./erm"  were  the  watchwords 
with  which  you  entered  upon  and  carried 
through  the  great  contest  which  has  just  terminated, 
and  now  we  mean  to  try  whether  you  are  willing 
to  practise  according  te  your  promise  and  profes- 
sions. The  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana [Mr.  PnorriT]  wss  pretty  strong  evidence  how 
the  bulk  of  the  dominant  party  intended  to  go  open 
propositions  to  reduce  salaries,  and  enormoas  in- 
comes from  certain  offices.  He  had  already,  in 
advance,  applied  the  sponge  of  ridicule  to  a  propo- 
sition in  the  bill,  to  reduce,  to  a  fixed  amount,  the 
emoluments  of  district  attorneys,  marshals,  and 
clerks  of  courts.  Qeotlemen,  said  Mr.  Y.  this  will 
not  do.  You  must  not  refuse  to  do  good,  because 
the  proposition  originates  on  oiur  side  of  the  House. 
Yon  say,  "wait  till  Qeneral  Harrison  gets  into 
power,  and  then  we  willTaecomplish  these  works  of 
reform."  No.  We  will  not  rely  upon  yoar  promises. 
You  will  then  have  more  magnificent  objects  to  ae- 
epmplish.  Y»nr  attentions  will  then  be  engrossed 
with  the  making  a  huge  National  Bank,  with  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  with  the 
repeal  of  the  Sub- 1  reasury  law,  aad  the  modifica- 
tion, if  not  the  increase  of  the  tariff.  W*  are 
afcaid  that  these  little  matters  of  "rednction"  will 
then  be  beneath  your  notice.  The  immense  in- 
comes of  some  of  your  collectors,  postmasters,  dis- 
trict attorneys  and  marshals,  which,  before  the  late 
election,  had  so  long  disturbed  your  slumber^;,  will 
sot  then,  we  fear,  receive  from  you  even  a  passing 
notice.  Yon  tell  us  that  oar  patriotism  comes  too 
late;  that  we  ought  to  have  made  these  movements 
when  we  had  the  power.  To  thi;,  we  answer,  thai 
it  is  never  loo  late  lo  do  good.  Besides,  we  have 
BO  reason  to  snppo&e,  when  We  recollect  how  loud 
and  deep  have  been  yonr  curses  against  our  al- 
leged "t/piU"  system,  that  the  reductions  we  pro. 
po<Cinir not  operate  chit  fly  upon  our  own  ftiendr, 
the  present  incumbents  of  the  offices.  Yon  have 
preadied  too  constantly,  and  too  emphatically, 
nvm  this  text,  lo  justify  on  our  part  the  apprehen- 


sion thafturtt'out"  is  now  to  be  the  order  of  the 
day. 

We  say  now  is  the  time,  the  accepted  time,  for 
doing  the  good  work.  We  ate  convened  here, 
Glaring  a  (ort  ef  intnTegniun,  «hen  one  Adminis* 
nation  is  about  going  oat,  and  another  is  about  to 
come  in,  just  before  the  gain  of  the  victors  is  con- 
summated by  aclttal  p«s<es>i«n,  and  now  is  the  time 
for  doing  good.  You  shall  not  escape  responsibi- 
lity by  urging  the  plea  that  it  will  be  time  enough 
10  brgin  Sie  werk  cf  reform,  after  you  shall  have 
actaally  entered  upon  the  po^session  of  your  new 
estate.  We  mean  to  hold  you  lo  the  maxim  that 
the  present  time  is  always  the  best  lime  for  doing 
good. 

The  gentleman  fromNori&  Carolina  [Mr.  Stan- 
ly] had  referred  to  the  coarse  he  (Mr.  V.)  had 
taken  last  year,  npon  the  proposition  made  by  that 
gentleman  to  stiike  out  ihe  appropriation  of  an 
oqtfit  for  Mr.  Throop,  as  Charge  to  Naples.  He 
had  opposed  the  motion  of  that  gentleman,  and  he 
giotied  in  it.  If  Mr,  Throop,  as  naval  officer  at 
New  York,  had  neglected  his  dnty — if  that  neglect 
had  been  establish:d  by  an  iavettigation  wholly  ex 
parte  as  to  him,  it  was  no  good  reason,  to  his  mind, 
for  withholding  the  compen>alion  belonging  to  him 
in  another  office,  to  which  he  bad  been  eonelliln- 
tionally  appeinled.  If  he  had  violated  his  duty  as 
naval  officer,  (which  he  was  by  no  means  prepared 
to  admit,)  take  the  course  prescribed  by  the  Consti- 
tution— impeach  him;  bnt,  in  the  name  of  jastice 
and  the  Consutution,  do  not  attempt  to  exercise 
yoor  impeaching  power  in  this  oppressive  and  un- 
constitutional manner. 

After  some  brief  remarks  from  Messrs.  A. 
SMITH,  UNDERWOOD,  HUBBARD,  and  oth- 
ers, Mr.  VANDERPOEL,  at  the  suggestion  of  his 
friends,  withdrew  the  amendment. 

Mr.  STANI^Y  moved  to  strike  qut  the  item  "for 
compensation  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasory, 
|3,500,"  and  made  some  remarks  thereon,  the  pur- 
port of  which  will  be  ascertained  by  the  replies  of 
Messrs.  VikNOEspaEi.  and  Wellek. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  that  he  had  not  now 
for  the  first  time  on  this  floor  been  charged  with 
havieg  been  a  Federalist.  Though  that  note  had 
so  often  been  struck  by  others,  who  had  honored 
him  with  their  notice,  he  had  never  before  deigned 
to  make  any  reply  lo  it,  because  of  a  lesson  he  had 
been  taught  when  very  young — never  to  rpeak  of 
himself  when  he  could  po.sibly  avoid  doing  so. 
His  own  course  in  early  life  had  so  little  connec- 
tion with  our  deliberatianshere,  ihat  he  surely  conld 
not,  gratuitously,  allude  to  it,  without  incurring  the 
iihpntation  of  egotism;  but  the  charge  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Stanlt]  must 
plead  his  apology  for  now  breaking  the  silence  in 
regard  to  himself  which  he  generally  prefernrd 
maintaining.  If  (said  Mr.  V.)  the  friends 
and  family  of  the  member  who  now  ad- 
dresses yon  were,  originally,  tainted  with  the 
sin  of  Fedeiralism,  and  if  his  own  young 
mind  had  in  his  early  youth  received  the  impress 
of  those  principles;  if  he  had  afterwards,  with 
more  matured  judgment,  come  lo  the  conclusion, 
that  the  principles  of  Federalism  were  opposed  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  people,  had  repudiated  bis 
first  notions,  and  labored  for  fourteen  long  years 
(doable  Ihe  period  that  the  Patriarch  labored  for 
his  wife)  in  the  good  old  cause  of  Democraey,  he 
was  willing,  if  Democracy  were  the  test  of  politi- 
cal orthodoxy,  to  compete  for  the  honor  of  the  true 
fnth,  with  a  gentleman  who  persisted  and  persisted 
in  his  Federalism  -against  the  lights  and  the  evi- 
dences that  bad  now  become  so  palpable  aud  aecn- 
mnlated. 

He,  Ml*.  V.  if  ever  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of 
Federalism  (which  he  much  doubted)  was  surely 
not  an  "eld  JhderalUl."  He  never  attained  his  ma- 
jority till  some  time  after  a  memorable  event  in  the 
political  hiitory  of  the  State  to  which  he  belong- 
ed. He  allndvd  to  the  adilrcss  of  forty  arrogant 
B  leaders  of  the  Federal   party,  sometimes  distia- 


gttished  as  forty  "high  minded  gentlemen;" 
at  other  times  more  familiarly,  if  not  ap^ 
•propriately  drsignjted  as  the  "fitty  thievee,"  an 
address  by  which  they  proclaimed  the  dis« 
eolation  of  the  Federal  parqr,  and  it  was  in  or^ 
der  here  to  remark,  that  all  the  survivors  of  these 
'  high  minded"  gentlemen,  with,  as  he  believed,  bnt 
a  single  exception,  had  relnrned  lo  their  first  love, 
and  were  moKi  anient  and  genuine  British  Bank 
Whigs  of  1840.  The  first  vote  he  ever  gave  was 
for  Mr.  Clinton  fir  Governor;  and  if  that  consti- 
tuted him  a  Federalist,  then  were  some  of  the  most 
prominent  actors  in  the  ranks  of  the  New  York 
Democracy  Federalists.  He  would  go  further,  and 
say  that  if,  from  the  days  of  his  minority,  nniform 
opposition  to  a  high  pro;ec<ive  tariff— to  a  National 
Bank^to  a  latitndinaiian  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution—con<titated  the  antipodee  of  Federalism, 
then  had  be  never  been  a  Federal'sl,  but  bad  al- 
ways been  a  Democrat 

[Mr.  Stanlt  remarked,  he  did  not  reproadi  Mr. 
V.  for  having  been  a  Federalist,  bat  had  compli- 
mented him  with  showing  some  good  traiu  in  con- 
sequence of  it.] 

Mr.  v.  said,  that  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  had  also  stated,  that  he,  Mr.  y.  had, 
in  a  speech  made  some  days  ago  on  the  Trea- 
sury Note  bill,  complimented,  in  ^  high  terms,  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  {Mr. 
Wjss]  on  the  same  subject,  and  had  rather  iu- 
sinuated,  that  he  had  thus  spoken  in  praise  of  that 
gentleman's  speech,  for  the  purpose -of  eatduag 
him. 

Mr.  STANLY  explained,  and  said  that  he  had 
insinuated  nothing  of  the  kind;  that  it  was  not  his 
P'actiee  to  "  insinuate,"  but  always  to  state  very 
plainly  what  he  meant. 

Mr.  VANDBRPOELsaid  be  it  so:  then  he  would 
in  anticipation  repel  the  inference,  that  in  the  praise 
he  h;td  expressed  of  that  gentleman's  speech,  he 
was  of  could  have  been  actuated  by  the  hope  of 
^eiUMng"bim.  He  wasriot  aware  that  he  had  in- 
dulged in  any  thing  like  fulsome  panegyric  in  regard 
to  that  gentleman's  speech.  He  had  said,  and  would 
here  repeat,  that  Ih^se  portions  of  his  speech  which 
related  to  the  snbjeols  of  distrib^ilion,  tariff,  and 
the  proposition  to  impose  immediate  duties  on  silks 
and  wine9,  were  unanswerable,  and  yet  unanswer- 
ed; that  they  were  distinguished  by  great  power  and 
ability,  and  that  his  argament  against  distribntioa 
was  more  ccgent  and  complete,  than  was  that  of  an 
eminent  Senator  at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol, 
[Mr.  Calhoun,]  distinguished  as  be  was  for  close 
logic  and  power  of  condensation.  Now  this  wu 
what  he  thought  of  that  gentleman's  speech,  and  he 
had  not  expressed  his  sense  of  it  on  a  former  occa- 
sion with  the  vain  hope  of  "catching"  him.  He 
knew  his  tubjeet  loo  well  to  have  been  capable  of 
indulging  any  such  idle  hope.  Could  he  ever  hare 
entertained  it,  he  would  first  have  suffered  no  little 
embarrassment  in  his  own  mind  as  to  the  most  eli- 
gible meane  to  attain  his  object— whether  the  cat- 
o'nine-tails,  or  more  emollient  means  would  b« 
most  available.  A  moment^  reflection— the  mere 
recollection  of  that  gentleman's  high  spirit,  wonld 
teach  him  that  ihe-  fitst  of  the  above  altemstives 
would  b«  worse  than  useless.  Here,  then,  would 
have  been  a  puzzler  at  the  out«et.  But,  suppose 
this  preliminary  difficulty  to  have  been  overcome;  the 
next  question  he  would  have  mooted  in  his  mind 
would  have  been,  whether,  after  getting  him, 
we  had  any  guarantee  that  we  could  keep  him,  or 
that  be  wouM  prove  to  be  worth  any  thing  to  us; 
whether  it  might  not  turn  out  that  we  had  caught  a 
Titrtar.  Mr.  V.  said,  that  he  and  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  entered  0>ngress  to- 
gether in  December,  1833,  and  from  that  day  he 
had  watched,  with  no  little  interest,  bis  brilliant 
and  erratic  career.  Von  and  I,  Mr.  Chairman, 
[Mr.  Bell,]  well  recollect  the  maiden  effort  of  the 
gentleman  on  this  floor,  upon  the  great  qnesiion  of 
the  removal  of  Ihe  public  deposites.  Yon  aad  I 
Mit  together  during  that  protr«ctedsewipj>,  wd  cm- 
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dor  reqnim  me  to  sij  that,  with  mj  knowMge  of 
yonr  gnpat  ability,  1  tbuught  you  a  litile  too  taci- 
iDfa  iof  the  limss.  I  sajr,  >tr,  that  we- heard  ihii 
first  and  most  extraordinary  and  cfaaraoterisiic  ef- 
fott  of  the  di&tiDguisbcd  gentleman  from  Viigioia. 
He  and  I,  sir,  were  both  youug  men,  and  were  fur 
week*  eompeiiiors  for  ibe  floor.  He  at  length  suc- 
ceeded io  gelling  it.  The  fact  that  he  «as 
elected  a  Jackson  man,  and  was  a  yooog  maa 
of  grains  and  great  promiae,  had  preceded  his 
advent  here.  I  had  trained  too,  that  he 
bad  manifested  some  little  rebellions  symptoms, 
and  therefore  waited  for  his  speech  with  an  anxiety 
eommiDgled  with  somewhat  of  fear.  He  delivered 
it,  sir,  and  saeh  a  speech !  I  There  was  never  any 
thing  like  it  "in  the  heavens  above,  or  in  the  earth 
beneath,  or  in  the  watets  under  the  earth."  It  was 
truly  Mii  geiuHs.  At  its  cloke,  it  would  have  bern 
very  difficalt  to  slate  an  aeconnt  of  profit  and  loss 
to  either  party.  Both  were  welt  belabored;  »De  re- 
Mived  a  box  aside  the  ear,  while  the  other  was 
■alated  with  a  kick  or  a  ihamp  in  the  body.  He 
had,  then,  known  the  gentleman  from  Viigiaia  too 
long  and  too  well  to  be  weak  enough  ever  to  at- 
tempt to  "cafeft"  him,  at  least  witbont  first  well  de- 
liberating as  to  the  best  means  to  be  employed,  and 
tlM  value  of  the  end  to  be  aitaioed. 

After  Mr.  V.  had  concloded  bis  remark!',  he  said 
hi  owed  an  ezplanation  to  the  genttemiu  from 
North  Caroiina,  [Mr.  Stanlt.]  It  bad  been  whis- 
pered that  he  bad  alluded  to  that  gentleman  as' 
seeking  office.  Mr.  V.  laid  he  had  no  right  to  siy; 
he  had  never  heard  from  any  quarter,  that  iliatgtn- 
tleman  was  ceekiag  office.  When  he  spoke  abuat 
office  seekers,  be  bad  merely  drawn  a  fancy  sketch, 
and  did  not,  at  the  time,  think  it  woold  give  nm- 
brage.  He  had  no  evidence,  direct  or  hearsay,  that 
that  gentlemaa  wanted  or  sought  office — much  less 
the  office  of  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 

After  some  remarks  from  Me^rs.  MORQAN, 
WISE,  and  others, 

Bfr.  WELLER  said  he  had  not  risen  to  partici- 
pate in'  the  irrelevant  debate  now  going  on,  bnt 
simply  to  say  a  word  in  relation  to  a  remark  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Stan- 
ly.] He  said  he  regretted  very  much  thaj  that 
gentleman  bad  seen  proper  to  assail  a  public  of- 
ficer, and  denounce  him  as  an  "incompetent 
irreteb,"  when  be  admitted  that  he  had  no  per- 
sonal acqnainiance  wi'h  him,  and  his  only  fault 
teemed  to  be  that  he  had  franked  speeches  or  docu- 
ments Into  North  Carolina.  Mr.  'W.  said  he  was 
personalty  arqoatnied  with  the  S.licitor  of  the 
Jreasury,  (Mr.  Barcbaril)  and  knevv  him  to  be  as 
high  minded  and  honorable  a  maii  as  any  member 
on  this  floor. 

Mr.  STANLY  said„  having  no  aequaintancs 
with  the  Solicitcr,  he  made  the  remark  m  general 
terms,  and  did  not  assail  bim  personally. 

Mr.  WBLLER  continued.  The  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  had  spoken  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Solicitor,  and  said  be  hoped  such  "incumpe.eot 
wreteheii"  would  not  be  retained  in  office  by  the 
next  Administration.  If  the  remark  wai  not  ap- 
plied personally  to  the  Solicitor,  then,  sir,  (said  Mr. 
W.)  I  confess  I  do  not  undeistand  the  gentleman 
ftom  Norh  Carolina. 

Mr.  STANLY  replied  that  h;  said  tho  Solici,tor 
had  franked  speeches  of  incompetent  wreiche.s  iiiio 
North  Carolina.   This,  said  be,  was  my  expression. 

Mr.  WffLLER  rmumed.  He  had  perhapimis- 
tindetstood  the  gentleman.  If  (said  Mr.  W  )  we 
have  to  appoint  a  committee  to  investigate  ih<  sub- 
ject of  franliing,  lio  doubt  it  would  be  found 
that  many  honorable  gentlemen  on  lUis  floor 
had  used  the  franking  privilege  to  a  much  greater 
extent  than  this  officer.  He  said  be  had  no  doubt 
jnany  abuses  of  this  privilege  had  been  committed 
by-gentlemen  on  this  floor,  who  were  at  the  time 
receiving  eight  dcllar^s  per  day  from  the  public 
Treasury.  I  do  not  (said  Mr.  W.)  complain  of 
gentlemen  for  franking  speeches,  Ac.  to  their  con- 
atttnenl^  for  I  have,  said  he,  exercised  the  right 
flwely  myself,  and  shall  continue  to  do  it  as  long  as 
1  have  a  seat  here;  bu',  sir,  the  lav  confers  on  the 
SoUeitor  the  ume  privilege,  and  he  has  a  right  to 
frank  what  docaments  he  pleates,  eiUiier  into  the 
feaHeoMtn^  State  or  any  where  else. 

Th«  Wbi(  Bxecatira  (tes^tee,  eompoatd  of 


members  of  Conercsr,  remained  here  during  the 
whi'le of  lavt .summer,  and  franked speaebes and  cir- 
enlarii  and  aUdre^isea  alt  over  the  aoQiDry.  The 
Stdte,  raid  Mr-  W.  which  I  have  the  boLor  in  part 
to  represent,  was  hieraily  shin^eJ  over  with  them. 
If  the  documents  sent  by  ihe  Solicitor,  about  which 
ihe  gentleman  from  Nor^h  Carolina  complains, 
were  of  u  lower  character  than  those  tent  out  by 
the  Executive  Committee,  thru,  i«id  Mr.  W.  they 
must  have  bern  dirty  stttfl*  indeed.  Bat,  said  Mr. 
Vf.  if  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  can 
show  that  this  t'fficer  has  neglected  the  dniies  en- 
joined npon  him  by  law,  then,  sir,  i  would 
be  the  last  man  on  this  floor  to  deiend  him.  If, 
however,  said  he,  he  has  at  all  limes  dis- 
charged his  official  duties  faithfnlly,  then,  sir, 
if  he  has  seen  proper,  in  bis  leisure  hours,  to 
frank  a  few  documentii,  gentlemen  have  no 
right  to  complain — surely  they  will  not  claim 
the  right  to  dictate  the  manner  in  which  he  .shall 
spend  his  leisure  time,  or  the  sort  of  documents  he 
shall  send  out,  when  he  sees  proper  Io  exercise  the 
franking  privilege  which  the  law  confers  on  him. 

Mr.  W.  said  be  had  simply  risen  to  remove  the 
imprecion  which  the  rematks  of  the  gentlemaa 
from  North  Carolina  were  calculated  to  make  on 
tho«e  who  ware  unaequainied  with  Mr.  Bnrehard. 
He  (Mr.  W.)  knew  that  man  Well;  and  a  more  ef- 
ficient public  officer  could  not  be  found,  nor  a  more 
honorable  and  upright  man.  Tbn<  much  (said  Mr. 
W.)  I  have  felt  it  necessary  to  say,  in  justice  to  an 
officer  who  comes  from  my  own  Slate,  and  whose 
character  at  home  is  above  snspicton  in  every  re- 
spect. 

Mr.  WISE,  after  some  preliminary  remarks, 
observed  thartif  deviating  a  little  from  both  par- 
lies, and  acting  on  an  independant  ground,  was 
"erratic,"  that  in  the  laUkuate  of  the  sentleman 
from  New  Yoik,  [\4r.  'Viddbrpoki.,]  he  was 
"erratic." 

Mr.  W.  went  on  to  say  that  he  feared  a  great 
many  of  the  Whig  party  who  had  hitherto  been 
crying  against  the  "spoils"  system  wih  so  much 
earnestness,  were  now  going  for  the  "  spoils"  them- 
selves. Bnt  he  took  ibis  opporiunitj  to  give  them 
notice,  that  if  such  should  i^rove  the  case,  he  would 
lash  them  as  he  bad  done  others-  He  stood  now 
as  he  bad  always  stood.  He  stood  precisely  the 
same  as  he  did  before  the  election,  and  at  the  elec- 
tion. He  was  a  Whig  then,  and  a  Whig  now, 
and  he  would  take  the  occasion  to  say  that  neither 
sugar  nor  salt  could  catch  him  in  acting  contrary  to 
bts  conscience. 

Afler.'ome  funber  remarks,  Mr.  W.  went  on  to 
>ay  that  it  was  time  for  the  Whig  party  to  go  back 
to  the  good  old  principles,  and  to  taken  fresh stari; 
bat  whenever  they  stepped  aside,  either  to  the  right 
or  to  the  left,  ibey  might  be  assured  that  they  would 
find  bim  "«rrat:c." 

All  who  know  bim,  knew  that  it  was  not  for 
men,  but  princlplrs  for  which  be  went  He  hoped 
that  General  Harii>qa  when  in  power,  would  act 
for  himself,  and  not  suffer  hlmjclf  to  be  led  into 
meanurcs,  for  the  benefit  of  sections  only;  but  that 
be  would  be  a  second  Washisgton,  and  act  for  the 
whole  coontry. 

Mr.  W.  after  some  observations  on  the  tyranny 
of  party  drill,  said  he  would  give  notice  that  if  they 
(his  Whig  friends)  aitempted  to  bring  down  upon 
him  the  tyranny  of  party,  he  would  resist  it,  as  he 
had  before  resisted  it  in  the  lime  of  Jackson.  And 
on  the  other  hand,  eonlinaed  he,  so  long  as  I  hold  a 
seat  on  this  floor,  I  give  notice  that  it  they  ofler 
me  a  "principality"  even,  they  cannot  ca'ch  me. 
So  long  as  1  am  a  member  of  (Congress,  they  will 
net  appoint  me  to  oflice.  I  ask  for  nothings  and  I 
will  lake  nnthing.  Further,  whether  in  Congress 
or  out  of  Congress,  I  will  not  b^  for  office;  nor 
will  I  ask  my  friends  to  beg  for  me.  I  am  frve, 
and  will  coniiane  to  be  free.  1  am  now  where  I 
have  always  stood,  aad  where  I  shall  continue  to 
stand.  I  tell  yoa  I  can  go  with  neither  party  con- 
trary to  the  dictates  of  my  conscience.  I  wiU  be 
fiee  as  air;  free  as  the  eagle,  soaring  above  the 
trammels  of  party;  and  like  the  eagle  I  will  look 
down  upon  yoa  independent  and  alone. 

Mr.  W.  proceeded  to  say  that  be  would  not,  in 
the  political  wars  of  the  country,  be  tlrilled  in  the 
political  camp  as  they  weie  in  the  militaiy  nnp.  I 


He  wished  here  to  say,  also,  that  all  ike 

lions  of  a  Whig  Editor  at  Richmond'  wonid  Mt 

dr^ve  him  into  drill. 

If,  comiaae d  Mr.  W  I  fight,  1  shall  fight  alter 
Ihe  fashion  of  th';  old  fellow  at  Yorktowa,  who, 
with  a  long,  old  fashioned  fowling  piece,  a  cow% 
horn  fall  of  powder,  aad  a  bread  brimnMd  hat, 
kept  loading  and  finag,  bringing  dow«  at  e««iy 
discharge  one  of  the  enemy,  and  being  undtt 
neither  drill  sergeant  nor  captain. 

Seeing  tlie  bravery  of  the  old  fdlov,  one  vovld 
step  np  to  bim  acd  accost  bim: 

'■I  aay  my  friend,  what  eoapany  do  yM  hekag 
tot" 

"Be  quiet,  yon  bother  lae;  denU  yon  aee  I  a» 
bttsyt" 

Presently  another  would  addtea  Ihe  oMMtov 
with — 

'■Hallow,  there,  to  what  regimentdo  yoa  bekNi|f* 

"DobH  bother  mt;  I  belong  to  no  oompaay,  Mr 
regiment  neither;  I  am  Sghimg  against  the  Mtiibi 
and  on  tny  •ten  k«ofc." 

Mr.  W.  then  proeeeded  to  explaia  that  be  waa 
preeisely  in  the  eamepoeiiion  with  the  old  man  at 
Yorktowa,  tip  Sghiing  in  the  political  baitla,)oM 
his  own  book.  Heaefiherbelot^j^  teaayof  ttek 
little  eompanits,  or  to  ihe  regular  army.  Bat  attl 
he  was  ready  to  fight  the  enemy  aad  to  do  hallla 
with  the  red  coats,  like  the  old  man  at  Yerklafm^ 
with  an  honest  heart  and  witboiK  boaaiy.  If, 
however,  geatlemen  would  join  his  "crratio"  ar- 
my, he  then  would  heoome  a  regular.  Did  gentle* 
men  understand  bim  now}  He  begged  to  asniie 
them  he  was  still  a  Wiiig,  and  would  fight  against 
the  British,  taking  as  good  aim  as  any  oi  them. 

Mr.  JENIFER  here  took  the  floor  and  expteoed' 
his  intention  to  reply. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
hoped  the  Crair  would  not  siiSier  the  debat:  to  lake 
any  longer  such  a  coarse. 

The  CHAIR  said,  the  whole  debate  had  beea 
"erratic,"  bat  as  the  gentleman  fjrom  'Virginia  had 
risen  to  make  a  personal  explanation,  he  eon- 
eeived  the  usual  courtesy  observed  on  such  oeea- 
sions,  warranted  the  Chair  in  permitting  it  thus 
far. 

Mr.  JENIFER  then  proeeeded,  bnt  spoke  in  a» 
low  a  lone  that  he  could  not  be  beard  but  at  inter- 
vals.  He  was  understood  to  allude  to  the  recent 
course  of  Mr.  Wisb  and  his  colleague  [Mr.  Mati- 
Loar  ]  He  also  made  some  observations  in  tela- 
lion  of  certain  gentlemen  taking  the  "back  traek.** 

Mr.  WISB  said,  as  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land appeared  to  be  the  clrill  sergeant  of  the  party, 
he  would  ask  bim  if  be  had  found  out  the  opinioas 
of  all  his  Whig  friends  on  the  floor.  WouU  dm 
gentleman  be  kind  enough  to  tell  him  whether  he 
had  ascertained  the  opinions  of  any  of  hit  Whig 
friends,  except  his  (Mr.  W'a)  and  the  gentlemaa 
from  the  Norfolk  district  [Mr.  MALtoar^ 

Mr.  JENIFER  said  he  possessed  no  more  iufoN 
matiun  as  tu  the  opinions  of  bis  'Whig  friends  thaa 
the  gentleman  himself. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  c«lled  both  the  gentlemen  from 
Maryland  and  'Virginia  to  order,  on  the  ground  of 
irrelevancy. 

Mr.  GRAVES  hoped  that  the  debate  would  pro- 
ceed, until  the  posiUon  of  Mr.  Wisb  should  be  ful- 
ly nnderstood. 

The  CHAIR  hoped  the  good  sense  of  the  gentle- 
men would  enable  them  to  see  that  the  ttebate  had 
assumed  an  improper  latiiutude. 

After  some  difcu.<isioa  of  a  conrersational  eha- 
rscter  on  ibe  point  order, 

Mr.  JENIPKft,  on  leave,  resumed  his  remarb'. 
He  proceeded  to  say  that  the  commanding  afitude 
that  the  gentleman  Jrom  Vu-glnia  [Mr.  Wisb]  hekl 
through  the  couatry,  rendered  it  highly  important 
tbai  his  true  position  shnuld  be  known.  The  c«i- 
tlemau,  in  his  recent  three  days*  cpeccb,  not- 
withstanding the  doctrines  advanced,  had  still 
avowed  that  he  was  a  Whig.  Bnt  he, 
Mr.  J.  t»on1d  tell  the  gentleman  that  when  an  in- 
dividual avowed  ceitaib  doctrines,  it  was  not  for 
that  individual  to  say  whether  he  was  a  Whig  or 
not.  It  was  for  the  country  to  determine,  after  the 
avowal  of  those  doctrines,  what  be  was. 

After  some  furher  remarks,  Mr.  J.  in  reply  to  « 
question  from  Mx.  Wm,  nid,  I  ask  the  gentieniut 
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to  lay  his  Qager  uprn  an;  one  portioQ  of  his  three 
days'  speech,  which  was  not  .satisfactory  to  the  Ad- 
ministration party  now  in  power. 

Mr.  WISE  replietl  that  when  the  speech  shonid 
bays  been  primed,  he  would  then  show  manr 
points  where  no  Loco  Poco  wouU  agree  wiih 
oim.  / 

Mr.  JENIFER  oaderstood  the  gentleman  to 
have  said  (hat  he  bad  plt>ased  some  of  both  par- 
ties. N.>w  he  desired  lu  Icnow  how  the  gentleman 
did  stand,  or  whether  he  was  in  a  slate  of  be- 
tweenity. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  did  not  stand  in  a  st^te  of  be- 
tweenity:  he  was  a  Wh  g.  But  he  did  not  choote 
to  be  driven  oat  ol  the  ranks  by  gentlemen  who  as- 
sumed to  speak  for  the  coming  Administration,  bs- 
fore  they  knew  what  the  mra'.-ures  of  that  Adoi- 
nistraiinn  wnald  bi.  Perbapti,  when  the  measures 
of  that  Administration  shoold  be  made  known,  be 
woald  have  as  much  power  to  nochnrch  certain 
gentlemen,  as  they  supposed  themselves  to  pes- 
stss. 

Mr,  W.  then  proceeded  to  denounce  the  idea  of 
having  so  many  "IMt  Hatrrisons"  In  the  House, 
dictaiing  and  speaking  fur  the  comiog  Adffliaisira- 
tion,  when  it  could  not  be  known  wbat  the  mea- 
nires  cf  that  Ad<niai»tr«iion  would  be.  He  (Mr. 
W.)  had  been  dragged  inio  this  discussion  by  the 
remarks  on  his  coarse  by  the  Whig  papers  on  one 
ban>l,  and  the  Loco  Poco  papers  on  the  other.  He 
wished  merely  to  ass?rt  that  the  frieads  of  General 
Harrison  we;e  not  all  of  one  inind  as  to  the  mea- 
sures proper  to  be  pursued;  and  ihis  beisg  the  case, 
he  denounced  ihe  idea  of  any  one  seclion  setting 
themselves  np  as  the  parly.  Mr.  W.  concluded  by 
■rain  asking  Mr.  JiNiFEa  if  hti  had  sounded  all  his 
Whig  friends. 

Mr.  JeNIFBRsiidhedid  not  speak  for  either 
Gkn*ral  Hairison,  or  any  body  betides  hmself,  on 
that  floor.  Mr.  J.  then  proce-drd  lo  no'ice  the  fol- 
lowing rcmirk  ot  Mr  Wi-e,  viz:  "that  if  any  mm 
attempt  d  to  bring  down  the  tyranny  of  pariy  on 
him,  be  should  be  la'<hed,  etc."  Now  be,  Mr.  J. 
desired  to  know  if  the  gentleman  meant  to  say  that 
any  party  drill  had  been  attempted  to  be  exercised 
against  hira  hrre.    If  so,  let  him  point  ii  out, 

Mr.  WISE,  (across. )  I  point  ii  Out  now;  I  re- 
fer to  you. 

Mr.  JENIPRR  said  the  gmleman  in  the  course 
of  his  remarks,  had  intimated  that  he  was  resolved 
to  fijht  on  his  own  hoDk.  But  he  would  remind 
him,  that  people  were  sometimes  hung  on  their  own 
hook.  Mr.  J.  then  went  on  to  ar^ue  that  the 
coarse  taken  by  Mr.  Wise  was  calenlaieJ  to  bring 
distrust  upon  the  coming  Administration. 

After  some  explanation  from  Mr.  WISE,  in- 
which  he  di.sclaimcd  any  des'gn  to  bring  distntat 
npoa  the  coming  Administration,  or  that  he  had 
made  any  ch>ree  against  it, 

Mr.  JEi^IIPER  !.aid  he  was  happy  to  hear  ihtt 
the  gentleman  dii^avowrd  charging  any  thirg 
asainst  the  coming  A>lmini.itraiian.  But  at  the 
same  lime,  he  would  ask  that  gentleman  whether 
it  wonld  not  be  more  manly  lo  make  direct  charges 
than  to  pnrsue  Ihe  conr.<«  he  had?  Mr.  J.  was  un- 
derstood fariher  to  ray,  that  if  the  gentleman  dll 
not  distrust  the  coming  Adminittraiion,  why  was 
all  this  cry  abuu'.  the  dancer  of  a  h<gh  protective 
tariff!  When  the  gentleman  spoke  about  the 
"itpoils,"  Ihe  "lash,"  el.;,  wbat  did  he  mean,  if  he 
did  not  distrust  the  Adminislrationl  Why  this  de- 
nunciaiion,  if  there  was  no  objtcil  Whcn'hegen- 
.lleman  said  he  coald  not  suppo't  the  coming  Ad- 
minisiratiun  nnlesi  it  should  agree  vitb  his  views, 
did  he  go  beyond  nay  other  Whi«;1  The  genlle- 
maa  had  thought  prorer  to  make  a  speech  in  ad- 
vance, to  show  the  ruinous  effects  of  an  ,extra  ses- 
(ion.  and  ibe  danger  ■  f  adopting  measures  whan 
the  R'prescnu'ives  came  Iresh  from  the  peop^, 
under  the  influence  of  triumphant  feelings.  He, 
Mr.  J.  considered  tliai  it  was  s  \fer  to  legislate  when 
the  Repmeniiiivrs  came  fr<sh  itom  the  people. 
■  Mr.  WISE  h'Tf  rse  to  explain. 

Mr  ANDREWS  called  h.m  to  order.  In  bis 
opinion,  the  debate  ought  not  to  b«  suffered  to  pro- 
ceed any  further. 

Several  meinborj  csllcd  Mr.  Andrews  to  order, 
on  the  ground  that  he  h,id  called  Mr.  Yfiis  to  or- 
itt  tt^ton  that  gent'eman  bad  uid  any  thittg. 


}it.  WISE  said  h^  had  risen  to  make  a  sweep- 
ing declaration,  viz:  that  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland had  not  ^taie J  correctly  a  single  position  he 
(Mr.  W.)  had  taiten  Ihe  other  day. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  There !  he  his  s«id  some- 
thing new,  and  I  call  him  to  order  on  ibe  ground  of 
irrelevancy. 
After  some  conversation  on  the  point  of  order, 
Mr.  WISE,  on  leave,  proceeded',  and  denied 
that  be  bad  ever  »aid  he  anticipated  all  would  be 
wrong  in  the  coming  Administration,  as  c''areed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  He  said  no 
such  tbin^.  On  the  contrary,  he  believed  ihat  all 
would  be  right. 

After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  W.  said,  he 
did  say,  however,  that  fome  gentlemen  we'e  trying 
to  swerve  ibe  Adminiitratien  frrm  its  course,  and 
he  meant  the  geat'fman  from  Maryland  as  one  of 
them,  for,  cootmncd  Mr.  W.  every  mite  goes  to 
makes  a  ma's. 

Mr.  W.  went  on  to  say,  that  as  he  had  found 
gentlemen  actively  engaged  in  mannfactuiiag  pub- 
lic opinion  in  advance,  as  the  sentiments  of  the 
Whig  parly,  he  thought  it  high  time  ihit  he  shoold 
speak,  lest  bis  silence  might  be  construed  into  ac- 
quiescence. And  when  certain  sentiments  wete 
held  forth,  in  relation  to  the  tariff,  the  di&iribution 
system,  &c.  he  had  taken  the  liberty  of  saying  ihat, 
as  one  of  the  Whig  party,  they  were  not  bis  senti- 
ments. 

After  soipe  further  ob.«erval!ons  as  to  his  views  on 
the  tariff  question,  Mr.  W.expressed  his  repvpanee 
to  anv  set  of  Whigs  andertaking  to  minufactnre 
public  opinion,  before  iht  new  Administration 
came  into  power. 

But  raid,  Mr,  W.  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
has  said  that  il  would  be  a  little  mote  mrnily  Cot  me 
10  come  out,  etc.  N'lw,  all  I  have  lo  say  is,  that 
the  gentleman  is  about  thirty  years  older  thai  t  am, 
yet  he  cannot  teach  me  maniir-cs?.  Mr.  W.  said 
if  Ihe  gentleman  would  lop  off  a  linle  of  his  Pede- 
Yalism,  he  would  go  with  bim  as  far  as  be  could, 
but  in  the  first  p'aee  it  woold  be  necessary  to  sea 
how  far  they  CQuld  go,  as  he  expectsd  lo  go  with 
the  gentleman  in  a  variety  of  matters. 

Mr.  W.  then  s'aled  that  he  was  in  favor  of  eco- 
nomy and  retrenchment  in  the  expenses  of  Qo- 
vernment;  against  appropriations  for  internal  im- 
provements, etc 

Mr.  JENIFER  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
differed. 

After  tome  further  ezplanaiioa  between  the  gen- 
tlemen as  to  iheir  vitw«, 

Mr.  WISE  said,  bnt  the  gentleman  contends  that 
because  I  do  not  go  for  a  disiribution  and  a  tariff, 
that  lam  no  Whig. 
Mr.  JENIFER.    I  said  no  sneh  thing.    I  said 

(the  remainder  of  the  sentence  was  not 

heard.) 

Mr.  WISE.  Weil,  ihat  is  precisely  the  same 
thing.  It  amounts  to  this  ihat  unless  I  vole  for  a 
to  riff  on  lii;iiri->,  I  am  ni  Whig.  But  my  con- 
stituents wi!l  see  my  politics  on  that  ^abject 
when  my  speech  is  printed.  Mr.  W.  went 
on  to  say  ihat  if  other  gentlemen  had  not 
defined  their  position,  and  spoke  for  the 
coming  Administration,  he  would  not  have 
said  a  word.  He  wished  merely  to  have 
it  noderstood,  thai  the  fiiends  of  the  coming 
Adminiiiiration  d'ffertd  in  Iheir  views  on  certain 
matters.  But  for  doing  ihis,  said  Mr.  W.  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  has  taken  me  in  hand,  with 
my  colleague  from  the  Noifolk  district.  There  are 
some  who^e  intellects  are  so  dull  that  they  eimnot 
nndersiand;  while  there  are  othsrs  whouiU  not  un- 
dersia  id.  Bat  my  ftitr.d  from  Maryland  is,  I 
know,  an  intelligent  gemlemen,  and  I  cannot  sup- 
pose that  he  is  one  of  those  who  are  not  willing  to 
underdand.  I  b«p<  I  am  not  in  tht  way  of  my 
friend  from  Maryland,  and  that  it  is  his  wi  h  to 
pal  me  out  of  ih«  way.  I  hope  it  is  nriiher  the  ob- 
ject of  that  gen>lemcD,  nor  others,  to  put  me  out  of 
fie  way. 

Now,  Slid  Mr.  W.  in  order  ihat  my  friend  from' 
Maryland  mav  mdersiand  me  fuly,  1  will  tell  him 
that  I  do  not  intend  lo  stand  in  his  way;  and  if  he 
wL-hes  to  go  lo  Europe  to  attend  to  ihe  Icbace.o  in- 
■ercst,  1  arsnre  ihai  /  do  not  want  to  ^o.  If  any 
er  of  my  Whig  friends  f oppose;  that  I  am  in 


his  or  their  way,  they  may  dispel  their  fears,  for  I 
asstire  them  I  snail  be  in  the  way  of  none  of  them. 
Mr.  W.  then  proceeded  'o  say,  that  neither  he 
nor  his  cons;ituents  shvald  ever  be  brought  under 
the  drdl  of  p<irty.  Tbft  gentleman  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  Jenifer]  bad,  in  the  course  of  his  Sfeech, 
, tk03ght  proper  to  be  viry  witiy,  and  tp  tay,  that 
"it  iiomeiimes  happened  ihat  gen'lemen  who  fought 
,on  their  own  hook,  wer?  hunt  on  iheir  own  hook." 
Now,  he,  Mr.  W.  would  ^ay,  in  reply,  that  s  .me 
gentlemen  were  never  h'lng  at  all. 
.  Tne  gentleman  from  .Maryland  ha«  akosaid  >hat 
he  t-p.-aks  lor  nob- dy  but  himself.  He  raid,  hnv- 
ever,  almott  in  the  same  brea<h,  that  if  /  to  .k  iho 
ground  I  did  against  a  protective  lariff,  (tc.  I  dif- 
fend  fiom  all  the  Whij  panv,  wiih  ihe  excepiion 
of  Ibe  gentleman  from  the  Norfolk  Ois'rict.  Now, 
here  he  has  undertaken  to  speak  for  all  the  Wh  g-i 
bnt  two  and  a  half;  for  my  coljeagaefrom  the  Nor- 
folk District  counts  one,  an  1 1  and'  my  friend  fro  n 
Maryland  compose  the  remaining  one  and  a  half. 

Bat,  continued  Mr.  W.  I  tell  ibe  gentleman  from 
Maryland  that  on  the  qaestioa  of  the  distribution 
and  the  tariff,  he  has  found  more  than  two  atd  a 
half  Where  is  ihe  eenMrmiD  from  Oeorgi?,  [Mr. 
AltohdI]  Did  he  not  give  his  views  ibe  other  day 
in  suffisiently  plain  terms  fi>r  >he  eer.tleman?  Now, 
although  my  frien4  from  Maty'and  took  me  lo  task 
on  Ihe  score  Bf  "manlhiess,"  I  take  it  for  granted 
that  he  will  admit  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to 
be  a  ithele  man.- 

Bu',  said  Mr.  W.  tbegentlem-.n  from  Maryland 
hasa-ked  me  where  is  the  tyranny  of  party?  Why, 
■here  it  is,  (pointing  to  Mr.  JsKima;)  there  is  ihe 
drill  sergeant  himself.  He  took  me  inio  his  hands, 
and  one  of  my  be<!l  friends  from  Kentucky  [.VIr- 
Qbaves]  underiook  to  help. 
Mr.  GRAVES  explained. 
Mr.  WISE  went  on  to  say  that  he  wonld  niailce 
gentlemen  nndir.stand  him  befoie  be  bad  dune.  He 
bad  said  ibat  he  would  n<>t  be  brought  under  party 
diill.  and  whenever  it  thonid  be  aticmpted,  be 
would  resist  it.  It  had  now  been  at  emptrd, 
and  he  now  resisted  it.  Tne  paity  'drill  bad  al- 
ready commenced,  but  he  wonld  nolsu'.^mit  to  it. 

Mr.WlLLIAVIS  of  Tennrs?ej  made  soai'*  ob- 
servations in  relation  to  impatations  on  the  Wnig 
pirty. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  had  made  no  imputalions  on 
the  Whig  party.  He  would  further  say,  that  he 
acknowledged  no  gentleman  there  as  the  fFkig 
parly. 

After  some  lunher  diseassicD  of  a  eonversationat 
character. 

Mr.  WISE  went  on  to  say  ih^ii  he  did  not  ac- 
knowledge the  gentleman  ftom  Maryhnd  [V(r. 
Jenifer]  as  the  Whig  party.  And  (-aid  Mr.  W.) 
I  tell  Ihe  gentleman  from  Maryland  that  if  hit  ty- 
ranny is  all  I  ha:ve  to  resist,  1  can  eoon  overcome  it. 
Mr.  W.  procef  ded  lo  tay  that  cooe  other  of  his 
Whig  friends  had  aUempted  lo  sttbjsct  bim  to  party 
^rill,  bat  that  ihe  Wnig  p»r«rR  bad  attempted  iu 

But,  faid  Mr.  W.  even  if  it  were  my  design  to 
separate  from  the  party.  It  would  be  a  question 
with  me  wheiher  honesty  lies  on  the  side  of  ihnre 
in  power,  or  on  th«  side  of  those  out  of  power.  But 
I  wish  it  to  be  onderstood  at  home  ?nd  elsewhere, 
Ihat  I  spurn  the  attempt  to  tnehnrch  me,  wheiher 
in!^idioosly  or  openly,  directly  or  indirestly.  If  any 
one  is  to  hold  the  sword  over  my  head,  the  General 
bimre'f  shall  do  it,  but  no  drill  sergeant  shall. 

Mr.  JENIFER  was  understrod  to  ask  if  there 
was  aiiy  thing  personal  intioded  by  the  above  re- 
mark«. 

Mr.  WISE  disclaimed  any  personal  al1n<lon  in 
applying  the  term  "drill  sergeant;"  but,  said  he,  I 
will  tell  the  gentleman  frrm  Maryland,  that  if  he 
attempts  to  whip  me  into  the  raukj,  he  will  And  me 
as  difficult  lo  drive  as  th«  Iri>hman's  pig.  Thu  gen- 
tleman will  no  donbt  remember  the  story. 

An  Irishman  Was  atiempiing  to  drive  an  obsti- 
nate pig. 

"Arrah  and  Pat,"  said  a  friend,  "where  is  it 
ihat  yo^irself  is  a  going  " 

"IlMsh,  honey,  my  dear,"  siid  the  driver,  "it's  lo 
C  rk  I  am  going,  furetbnt  for  ihe  blood  D'y^e  spake 
8t»fi,  or  the  pig  will  hear !" 

After  an  application  of  the  abbve  to  his  politicil ' 
course,  and  the  absurdity  of  any  attempt  to  <iriv< 
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bim,  Mr-  W.  said  his  position  was  ba-sed  on  high 

prine^fUt,  and  not  men;  and  on  those  principles  be 

was  ready  lo  stand  or  (all- 
Mr.  WiSB  addressed  (he  commit'ae  at  great 

lenglh  in  itgard  to  his  po  ition;  alter  which, 
Mr.  STANLY  withdrew  the  motion  to  strike 

oat.  ' 
Mr.  JENIFER  renewed  it;  and  proceeded  to  re- 

J>)y  to  the  remarlts  of  Mr.  Wis* ;  and  had  spoken 
bra  few  minate*, 

When  Mr.  ANDREWS  insisted  on  the  point  of 
order,  that  the  wiiole  de'oa'e,  being  itreleraiit,  was 
oQt  of  order. 

And  the  CHAIR  decided  it  to  be  so. 

Mr.  GRAVES  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Jenifer]  woald  be  allowed  (o  go  on, 
ontil  (be  tIoa;e  IboruDgbly  nnderatood  the  position 
of  the  gentleman  Arom  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise  ] 

After  some  convert'atioo,  Mr.  WELLEEl  mo^ed 
that  the  gentleman  from  Mar)  land  have  I-ave  to 
proceed. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  asked  for  tellers,  that  it  might 
be  seen  who  were  in  favor  of  going  on  vtiih  the 
bnsiness  ofthe  coantr/,  and  nho  in  fATur  of  con- 
linning  this  irrelevsisi  and  aselers  debate. 

Bat  the  call  for  leMers  was  not  seconded. 

And  the  qae^siion  being  taken,  leare  to  proceed 
was  granted  wiihont  a  divirion. 

Mr.  JENIFER  thrn  proceeded, yielding  the  floor 
to  occasional  explanations  from  Mr.  Wise.  Mr. 
jKNiriR  having  doted — 

Mr.  WISE  took  the  floor,  and,  leave  havinKbeen 
given  to  him  to  proceed,  replied  to  Mr.  Jsnifkr. 
Mr.  Wise  having  cODcltided — 

Mr.  GRAVES  next  addressed  the  committee, 
and  was  followed  by  Mr.  POPE  and  Mr.  AN- 
DREWS, until  hair  past  six  o'clock,  when  the  com- 
mittee me. 

And  then,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  LINCOLN, 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  Iloase  the  re- 
pott  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
form  in  which  patents  for  the  pablic  lands  have 
been  rxecnied.  The  report  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Pablic  Landf,  la  the  end  that 
the  committee  may  inqaire  into  the  legal!  iv  of  the 
patents  heretofore  issued,  and,  if  they  are  tuunfi  if 
fective,  to  report  a  bill  to  It^alize  them. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

While  the  House  was  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  appropriations  fur  the  pay- 
ment of  pensions  daring  the  year  1841,  and  pro- 
-  viding  for  the  expense  of  removing  such  Seminole 
Indians  as  may  b«  disposed  to  emigrate  to  the 
West,  was  received  from  the  Senate  with  an  im- 
material amendment,  which  the  Honse  immediately 
considered  and  agreed  to. 

And  :o  the  bill  has  passed  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gresj. 

IN  SENATE, 
TossDAT,  February  IC,  1841. 

Mr.  CUTHBBRT  appeared  and  took  bis  selt  in 
the  Senate  this  morning. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  to  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  17(h  December  last,  respecting 
the  aale  of  machinery  engaged  in  the  construction 
of  roads  and  hatbon';  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  VICE  PRB3I0BNT  also  presented  several 
memorials  from  citizens  of  Florida,  renonstratiog 
against  the  cession  of  any  portion  of  that  Territory 
>o  the  Seminole-:;  which  were  severally  referred  to 
the  C<mmiltee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  the  petilioh  of  citizens 
of  Arkansas,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  post 
ronte;  which  was  referreti  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  of  David 
Robb;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affaiis 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Landu,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  HoDse  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  an 
thorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issoe  grants  and 
perfect  titles  locerTain  laads  therein  described,  and 
to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropria- 
ted lands  within  the  same;"  reponed  the  same  with- 
pvt  amendment.  . 


Mr.  W.  said  as  the  bill  wat  nearly  the  same  as 
that  passed  at  previous  sesuons — Ibc  only  differ- 
ence being  ihat  it  was  less  favorable  to  the  Stale  of 
Tennes-ei  than  the  former  bill — he  hoped  the  Se- 
nate would  now  order  it  tu  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  wi.>^hed  to  look  into  the  bill  be- 
fore its  passage,  and  hoped  It  would  be  pojtponed 
nntil  tfl-moriow. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  suggested  that  it  might 
be  ordered  to  a  third  reidiug-  to-day,  and  as  the 
qarstion  on  its  passage  would  not  «on>c  up  until  to- 
morrow, the  Senator  in  the  meanwhile  could  ex- 
amine ihe  bill. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said,  he  was  informed  by  a 
friend  near  him,  [Mr.  Hdntiiiotoi«,]  that  the  bill 
could  not  then  be  amended;  and  he  would  there, 
fore  prefer. that  iti  farther  consideration  ^bould 
be  postponed  nntil  to  morrow;  which  was  accord- 
ingly ordered. 

Mr.  HUBBARD.from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  ,the  meoierial  of  William  G. 
Cbeever,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  their  further 
consideration;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  i^^me  committee,  reported 
a  bill  giving  authority  lo  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  audit  and  settle  the  accounts  between  the 
United  States  and  David  Gelstou,  formerly  collec- 
tor of  th^  port  of  New  York;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  H.  also  from  the  cammittee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Caroline  E.  Cli- 
therall,  widow  of  Dr.  George  C.  Clitherall,  late  a 
surgeon  on  the  army  of  the  Revolaiion,  reported 
the  same,  without  ameuilment. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claimi,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Daniel  Piait,  deceased;  which  was  read, 
and  oidered  lo  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  wa;  referred  the  bill  making 
appropriations  to  complete  certain  military  roads 
leading  to  the  frontier  posts  bordering  oa  Texas . 
and  the  Indian  Territory,  repotted  the  same  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Esther  John- 
son, widow  of  Col.  Jonas  Johnson  of  North  Caroli- 
na, deceased;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  fe- 
cond  reading. 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  the  following  resola- 
lation  for  consideration: 

Reiolved,  That  the  map  of  the  country  west  of 
<he  Missis^ippi,  made  under  the  dirertion  of  the 
War  Department  by  J.  N.  Nicollet,  cq.  and  the 
report  in  Teference  to  the  same,  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  Congress,  under  th3  direction  pf  the  chief  of 
ihe  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers,  and  that 
two  hundred  copies  thereof  be  delivered  to  the  War 
Department,  and  to  the  bureau  of  Topographical 
Engineers,  for  distribution,  and  three  hundred  ad- 
ditional copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Walker  said  the  report  of  Mr.  Nicollet 
and  accompanying  map  ol  the  region  of  the  Up- 
per Mississippi,  prepared  under  the  direction  of 
Congress,  and  the  supervision  of  the  Department  of 
War,  would  be  found  among  (he  most  accurate, 
scieniifie,  interesting,  and  instructive,  ever  made  in 
this  country.  It  commences  at  (he  city  of  St. 
Lonis,  as  its  sonlheasie^  peist  of  departure,  and 
terminates  at  our  northern  boundary,  esst  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain?,  extending  from  (he  39ih  to  the 
49th  parallel  of  north  latitude,  and  from  90  to  100 
of  longitude  west  of  Greenwich.  Stretching  from 
near  Liike  Superior  en  the  east  to  the  great  western 
bend  of  the  Missouri  river  on  the  west,  and  em- 
bracing the  entire  basin  of  the  Upper  Mississippi, 
it  included  a  region  more  extensive  than  several  of 
the  largest  States  of  the  Union.  It  was  a  region! 
most  salubrious,  and  unsurpassed  in  beauty  and/ 
fertility.  In  mineral  wealth,  it  was  unequalled  in 
the  world,  and  was  interspersed  wi'h  timber  and 
prairie  lands,  and  many  hundred  lakes,  both  fresh 
and  salt,  that  might  well  chslleng*  a  comparison 
With  those  of  any  other  country.  This  survey  em- 
braces 245  geographical  positions,  deduced  from 
more  than  ten  thoasand  astronomical  observations. 
An  enlarged  system  of  barometrical  observa- 
tions had  been  carried  on  for  several  years,  in 
which  Mr.  Nicollet  had  been  aided   by  many 


sdentiGc  gentleman;  and  by  these  means,  Ihe  topo- 
graphical features  of  the  whole  region,  and  iia  ab- 
solute elevation  above  the  sea,  will  be  represented 
.with  the  greatest  accuracy..  The  report  will  repre- 
sent the  geology  and  botany  of  this  va^t  region,  its 
'  vegetable  and  mineral  resources.  The  report  and 
map  will  b:  highly  honorable  to  (heir  anastnming 
but  able  and  scientific  audtor — :o  (he  eonniry  by 
whom  he  h«s  been  employed,  and  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  who,  with  so  much  zeal  and  energy, 
has  pressed  forward  this  imporiant  work,  ^^e 
riirels  Mississippi  and  Missouri,  for  several  thou- 
sand mile>,  are  surveyed  and  delineated  with  (be 
grestest  accuracy — irith  all  their  physical  features 
and  inci  lents — their  bank.'t,  (heir  bills  and  valleys, 
their  channels,  shoals,  and  sand  bar^,  with  Ihe 
velocity  of  current  and  depth  of^water.  To  the 
emigrant,  the  fanner,  the  merchant  and  navigator 
— to  the  topographer  and  grographeir — the  botanist, 
the  mineralogist  and  geologist — to  the  scholar  and 
statesman,  and  to  the  whole  eouoiry,  this  was  a 
work  <f  the  highest  importance.  To  the  Ameri- 
can patriot  also, whose  love  of  the  Union  embracvd 
his  whole  country  and  all  its  parts,  this  report  and 
survey  would  aflbrJ  abundant  materiah  for  de- 
lightful contemplation  and  animated  hopes,  in 
marking  the  onward  progress  of  this  great 
nati  n.  He  would  here,  in  this  hitherto 
almost  unexplored  region  of  the  '  West,  be- 
behold  a  country  larger  than  any  empire  in 
Europe,  save  one,  where,  in  a  very  few  years,  Uiere 
will  be  three  new  S  ates,  among  the  largest  and 
most  fertile  in  th:  Union— Wiskon«an,  lowi, 
and  another  embracing  the  beautiful  Foonuin 
lake  near  our.  northern  boundary,  delineat- 
ed on  this  map,  where  the  great  Mississippi 
commences  its  southern  course  to  Ihe  Gulf.  As 
a  mere  money  question,  the  publication  of  Ibis 
map  and  report  would  be  most  imporiant  in  aid  of 

(the  final  settlement  of  the  great  subject  of  selliag 
our  mineral  lands,  heretofore  refened  by  the  Se- 
nate to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  would, 
he  hoped,  be  decided  upon  at  the  next  session. 
Unless  important  improvements  in  mining  and 
smelting  were  introduced,  and  the  utmost  facilities 
afforded  in  the  acquisition  of  these  lauds,  there  was 
some  reason  to  fear  that  lead,  when  the  tariff 
reached  its  minimum  in  1842,  could  not  be  brought 
from  the  West  to  the  East  in  succecsfulcompeliiioB 
with  foreign  lead;  a  result,  that  by  due  attention  to 
mining  and  smelting,  and  utmost  facilities  in  ob- 
taining these  lands,  might  be  prevented,  and  thus 
the.-e  three  great  States,  that  most  soon'emerge 
from  territorial  pupilage,  mighthave  no  inducement 
presented  to  support  the  high  tariff  policy.  In  this 
point  of  view,  the  question  became  one  of  the 
highest  importance  to  the  South,  as  well  as  (he 
Noith;  and  Mr.  W.  hoped  there  would,  there- 
fore, be  BO  objection  fVom  any  qoarier  to  printlog 
this  map  and  report. 

Mr.  BENrON,  in  a  few  remaiks,  concurred  im 
the  views  of  Mr.  Walker  as  lo  the  great  value  of 
the  -nork,  and  the  propriety  of  its  publication. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  the  followiag  resolution, 
whirh  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Re»»lmd,  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  confirming  William  Triplelt  ot  Missouri  in  hi; 
claim  to  a  tract  of  land. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

ffeiolverf.  That  the  Senate  will,  on  Thursday  next, 
at  one  o'cleck,  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  pablic 
Printer  for  the  Senate,  for  the  Twenty-seventh  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  NORVELL  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion tor  consideration: 

BttDlvtd,  That  the  forty-seventh  role  be  so  far 
stispeaded  as  that  ladies  introduced  by  Senators, 
may,  for  the  residue  of  the  prtsent  session,  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  privileged  seats  within  Ihe  Senate. 

On  metioR  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  joint  reto- 
Intion  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
make  contracts  and  advances  for  American  water- 
rotted  hemp  for  a  limi'ed  time,  was  taken  up,  con- 
sidered as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Pamelia  Allen, 
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widow  of  the  )aie  Samarl  Allen,  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolatlon;  aod 

The  bill  to  aoihoiize  the  payment  ef  rquiiabl* 
eomini«8ioi»  lo  the  ageais  or  aUomeys  of  persons 
in  whose  faror  aimrds  hare  been  made  under  four 
several  treaties  between  ibe  United  Slates  and  cer- 
tain foreign  powers;  which  awards  hare  been  re- 
tained in  the  Treasury  iu  payment  of  debts  doe  the 
United  Slates;  were  sererally  considered  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  ordeied  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading.  > 

BANKRUPT  LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bank- 
mptey  was  taken  up — the  question  being  on  Mr. 
HonttD's  motion  to  amend  by  including  incorpo- 
rated eompaoies  within  its  provisions. 

Mr.TAPPAN,  Mr.  NICHOLAS,  Mr.  LINN, 
anl  Mr.  CALHOUN,  severally  addressed  the  Se- 
nate on  the  amendment;  and, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BENTON, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
TocsDAT,  February  16,  1841. 
Mr.  FILLMORE  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  enable  him  to  submit  a  resolution 
requiring  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  (o  re- 
port a  bill  making  appropriaiions  for  the  defence 
of  the 

NORTHEASTERN  FRONTIER. 
Objeeiion  hemn  made, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
lules. 
Mr.  CARR  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 
Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  said  he  could  save  the 
lime  of  the  House,  by  staling  that  this  iflatier  was 
now  before  the  Military  Committee,  and  that,  in  a 
day  or  two,  they  wonld  present  a  general  system  of 
defence.  He  did  not  believe  tb*  bnsiness  would 
be  at  all  expedited  by  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
of  th«  gentleman  from  New  York. 

The  quesiion  was  taken  on  a  call  of  the  House, 
and  resulted — ayes  36,  noes  54:  no  quorum  voting. 
The  question  was  about  being  again  taken,  when 
Mr.  MORGAN  called  for  the  }  eas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — y»as  62,  nays  70. 
So  the  House  refused  a  call  of  the  House. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Fillmore  lo  suspend  the  rules,  by  jreas  and 
nays,  ts  follows:  * 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
derson, Andrews,  Atberion,  Baker,  Barnard,  Beat- 
ty.  Bell,  Boardman,  Boyd,  Brings,  Brockway, 
Barke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  Bynom,  Calhoun, 
Carr,  Carroll,  Cauy,  Chittenden,  Clifford,  Wil- 
liam R.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Craig,  Cranaion,  Crary, 
Cross,  Eldward  Davies,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Da- 
vis, Dawscn,  Deberry,  Dickerson,  Doan,  Doe, 
Eastnun,  Edwards,  Ely,  Evans,  Everett,  Fitl- 
-  more,  Fine,  Floyd,  Foroance,  Gatbraiih,  Galej, 
Gerry,  Goggin,  Goode,  Granger,  Graves  Grin- 
nell,  Habeiiham,  Hammond,  Hand,  John  Hast- 
ings, Hawes,  Henry,  Hoffman,  Hunt,  Jackson, 
James,  Jamesc'U,  Cbailes  Johnston,  Joseph  Jobn- 
•on,  Nathaniel  Jones,  K«im,  Kemble,  Eempshall, 
Kille,  King,  Leadbeiter,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lincoln, 
Lowell,  McCarty,  McClore,  McColloch,  Meredith 
Mallory,  Marvin,  Medill,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Mon- 
roe, Montaaya,  Moore,  Morgan,  Moriow,  Naylor, 
Paleu,  Parrish,  Paynter,  Peck,  Proffif,  Randall, 
Randolph,  Rar'idea,  |leed,  Reynolds,  Ridcway, 
Edward  Rogers,  Rus^ll,  Shaw,  Simonioo,  Slade, 
Truman  Smith,  Starkweather,  Sieearod,  Strong, 
Sinsrt,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Philip  F.  Tho- 
mas, Tillinghasi,  Tulsnd,  David  D.  Wagener, 
Warren,  Watterson,  Weller,  John  While,  Wick, 
Jaied  W.  Williams,  .Thomas  W.  Williams, 
Henry  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Christopher  H. 
Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  and  Worihinglon 
—127. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Banks,  Beime,  Blackweli, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  O.  Brown,  John  Camp- 
bell, Chapman,  Cjnnor,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Den- 
nis, Dromgoole,  Earl,  Graham.  Griffin,  Hawkin!<, 
Hillen,  Hopkins,  Hubbard,  Lewis,  Lucas,  Mc- 
Clellaa,  McEay,  Montgomery,  Petrikin,  Pickens, 
-  RbeU,  Samitel^  ThooMs  Smith,  Snmur,  Waddy 


Thompson,  Tumey,  Underwood,  and  Joseph  L. 
William:— 34. 

Sj  Ibe  rules  were  suspended. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  the  reception  of 
the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative— a)  es 
79,  noes  58. 

And  on  ih;  qaestion,  Shall  the  main  question  be 
now  put? 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  COOPER  of  Georgia  moved  to  lay  the  resc- 
laiion  on  the  table;  but 

Mr.  FILLMORE  having  modified  his  resolution, 
as  follows:  ' 

Reiohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  intitrucied  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
reporting  a  bill  making  the  necessary  appropria- 
tions for  foitificaiiottd,'naval  armaments,  and  other 
necessary  preparations  lo  place  tbe  country  in  a 
proprr  state  of  defence, 

Mr.  COOPER  of  Georgia  withdrew  his  mo- 
tien. 

The  main  qaestion  was  (hen  taken,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMaTIC  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  moved  that  ihe  House 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  resume  tbe  consideration  of 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  a  special  order  (the 
steamboat  bilU)  had  been  afsixned  for  this  day. 

Mr.  JONES  moved  lo  postponi  tbe  special  order 
nniil  Monday  aezt;  and, . 

On  th«  question  being  taken,  it  passed  in  Ihe  af- 
firmative. 

So  the  special  arder  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

Tbe  House  then  re-iolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
Bell  in  the  chair)  and  resumed  the  consideration 
of  tbe  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for  Ihe 
year  1841. 

The  qneition  was  taken  on  the  motion,  made  by 
Mr.  JsHiFia  on  yesterday,  to  strike  out  the  item 
"for  compensation  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 
three  thoosaad  dollars,"  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

After  the  adoption  of  some  incidental  amend- 
ments, 

Mr.  LEONARD  moved  to  ttrike  out  tkrte  in 
line  334,  and  insert  iiee,  and  in  line  337  strike  out 
tight  hundred  and  seven,  and  inseit  tkrit  hundrti 
and  sixty. 
Tbe  amendments  were  agreed  to. 
Mr.  McCARTY  moved  further  to  amend  the 
same  section,  by  inserting  in  line  336,  after  the 
word  repairs,  Ihirty  tkoustmd,  (to  be  appropriated 
for  the  repair  of  the  Potomac  Bridge,  that  being 
the  amoont  estimated  to  be  necessary  for  the  en. 
gineer,)  so  as  to  read, 

"For  compensation  to  two  assistants  to  Ihe  Com- 
missioner, as  superintendent  of  the  Pt^omae 
bridge,  at  one  dollar  and  fi^y  cents  per  day,  in- 
cluding oil  for  lamps,  fuel,  and  repairs,  thirty-one 
thonsSAd,  three  handred  and  sixty  dollars." 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  McCARTY, 
REED,  BARNARD,  W.  C  JOHNSON,  MON- 
ROE, and  GRAHAM, 

The  qaestlbn  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  tbe 
amendment — ayes  65,  noes  40 — no  quorum. 

Tne  quesiion  was  again  taken,  but  still  no  quo- 
rum voiiog. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS,  the  eom- 
mittee  rose  and  reported  that  fact  to  the  House. 
But 

It  having  been  ascertained  by  the  SPEAKER 
that  a  quorum  was  now  preHecl, 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole;  and 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  acreeingto  the 
ameadmeni,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, as  follows: 

"That  so  much  of  this  snm  as  shall  be  applied 
for  repair;,  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  i(ie  Sh- 
creiary  of  War." 
Which  am^^dmeni  was  agreed  to. 


.  Mr.  FLOYD  moved  that  tbe  entire  clause,  as 
amended,  be  stricken  oat;  bnt  tbe  motion  dtd  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  GR'EEN  moved  to  strike  ont  the  following 
item: 

"For  comp'iisaiion  |to  the  officers  and  clerk  of 
the  Branch  Mint  at  Charlotte.six  thousand  dollars." 

Alter  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  GREEN,  MA- 
SON, GRAHAM.'  HUBBARD,  CONNOR,  and 
GRAVES,  and  before  the  question  was  taken. 

The  committee  rose,  reperted  progress,  and  asked 
leave  to  sit  again;  and  then, 

Tne  House  adjanroed. 

IN  SENATE, 

Wednesdat,  February  17, 1841. 
Mr.  RUGGLES  pre.<!en<.ed  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Georoe  Evans,  elected  by  lh<  Legislature  of 
Maine  a  Senator  of  that  State  in  th:  Senate  of  the 
United  Stages  for  six  years  from  the  4ih  of  March 
next;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on 
file. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  commn- 
nieatioa  from  the  S jcretary  of  the  Navy,  trans- 
mitting a  report  of  a  board  of  officers  directed  (o 
make  experimeois  with  Coil's  repeating  fire  arms. 
Mr.  WALL  moved  that  it  be  laid  upon  the 
tab!e  aod  printed;  which  was  amended  upon  motion 
by  Mr.  WILLIAMS  to  include  a  report  made  at  a 
former  session  on  the  repeating  fire  arms  of 
M'ghill  Nattig;  and  the  motion  as  amended  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  prraented  a  report  and 
joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  his  Slate  re- 
lative to  the  continuance  of  Ihe  Cumberland  road; 
which,  afler  some  remarks  from  Mr.  S.  were  laid 
npon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut,  from  the  Commits 
tee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  a  memorial 
on  the  subject  bad  been  referred,  reported  a  bill  au- 
thorizing a  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Silas 
Deane;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading,  and  the  report  and  documents  ordered  to 
be  prlDied. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  for  Ibe  relief  of  Samuel  R.  Slaymaker,  repott- 
ed the  same  without  amondmeot. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  tbe  bill  was 
then  taken  up  and  considered  as  in  committee  of 
tbe  whole;  and,  afler  being  explained  by  Mr.  B. 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Land.i,  to  which  a  memorial  on  tbe  subject 
bad  been  referred,  reported  a,  bill  granting  the 
Mexican  Gulf  Railway  Company  th*  right  of  way 
through  the  public  lands;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading.  , 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  a  memorial  remo&strat- 
ing  against  the  repeal  of  the  lodependent  Treasury 
law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  A.  also  presenud  ths  memorial  of  107  eili* 
zsns  of  Perry  county,  Ohio,  remonstrating  against 
the  passage  of  tbe  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  the  peUUon  of 
Sarah  Van  Duzer;  which  was  re:erred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  SEVIER  pretented  a  memorial,  which  ha 
said  was  the  first  of  ibe  kind  from  his  Siate,  of  20 
citizens  of  Cliicol  county,  Arkansas,  in  favor  of  the 
passage  of  a  banlrtupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  ihe 
table,  aRd  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  KING  presented  tbe  peiition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Mobile  and  New  Orleaas 
Railroad  Company,  praying  that  the  duty  on  cer^ 
tain  railroad  iron  may  not  be  collected  nalil  there  is 
an  opportunity  of  laying  it  on  the  road;  which,  as 
a  biU  had  been  reported  on  the  subject,  he  woul4 
ask  might  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WALL,  Irom  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
die  ary,  reporied  a  bill  to  declare  the  rights  of  tht 
children  of  the  citizens  of  ihe  United  Slates  bjtn 
abroad;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  ate  ond 

Mr  PRESTON,  from  the  Joint  Commllti  Je  on 
tbe  Ubrary,  to  which  tbe  bill  lo  appoint  trnjK  es  for 
for  the  invesiment  of  tbe  Smithsonian  fanjl  h*  d  been 
referred,  reported  a  ^ill  to  incorporate  ihe'^j  itigMl 
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losiitatiod  Tor  ibe  PtomoiioB  of  Science  ia  the  D  .-• 
trict  of  Columbia;  and 

A  bill  to  inrest  tbe  proceeds  of  the  Smithfcnian 
faad,  aod  to  establish  ib«  SmiibsoRtan  Isstitution; 
which,  after  some  romarlcs  from  Mr.  P.  were  sere- 
rally  read,  aod  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS,  from  the  Commitiee  oo  MUi- 
tary  Affair?,  to  which  was  referred  ihe  memorial 
of  the  widow  of  Lieotenant,  Coluoel  Alexander 
R.  Thompson,  made  an  advetsa  report  th-reos; 
\vhich  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  N.  from  the  same  cummitiee,  mad*  aa  ad  versa 
report  oa  tbe  peitiion  of  sandry  giechanies  cD^a^ed 
in  the  constraction  of  the  Uoiied  Staler  Ar-enal  at 
Fayeiiviib,  North  CaroUoa;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  prmifd. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  submilt'd  the  .following  reso. 
IttioD,  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Baolted,  That  the  Commifee  on  Public  Lands 
be  directed  to  ioqaire  into  the  expediency  oT  caus- 
ing sQch  a  sarrey,  exploration,  report  and  map  of 
tbe  Souibwesiern  section  of  the  United  Statrs, 
West  of  tbe  Mis'ijsippi,  as  has  recently  bren  made 
under  the  diiecton  of  the  War  Department  and 
Mr.  Nicollet  in  ihs  Norihirrst. 

The  VICE  FRBSIDBNT  precedted  a  petition 
from  citizens  of  Rome,  Oaeida  conoty,  New  York, 
praying  that  tbe  Cungress  of  the  Uoittd  States 
would,  by  a  resolation  of  that  bodv,  declare  it  to 
be  tb«  opinion  of  this  people  that  the  British  Go- 
rernment,  by  reduci:g  oar  citizens,  whom  they 
captured  in  arms  during  the  late  revolutionary 
movement!  of  the  Canadas,  to  the  condition  of 
common  felons,  have  departed  from  ibat  humane 
conise  towards  prisoners  which  they  have  prof^rsed 
to  be  in  accordance  with  their  principles,  aod  hare 
▼iolated  the  best  policy  of  civilized  nation;;  and 
that  it  is  regarded  as  a  severity  not  necessary 
to  the  case,  and  the  exercise  of  a  cruelty  uncalled 
for;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  NORVELL  said  that  it  stmek  him.  on  hear- 
ing the  memorial  read,  that  the  proper  disporiiion 
of  it  would  be  to  transmit  it  to  the  Preiideiit  of  tbe 
United  States.  Whatever  indiscietions  might  have 
attended  the  participation  of  a  portion  of  oar  fel- 
low-citiztns  on  the  Norib-^rn  frontier  in  the  move- 
ments in  Canada  for  the  assertion  of  her  l.btr- 
ty  and  independence,  be  had  no  doubt  ihtt 
they  had  been  governed  by  the  purest  <f  mo- 
tives— by  a  holy  sympathy  wiih  the  oppressed, 
and  a  sincere  devotion  to  the  cause  of  freedom, 
such  as  universally  pervaded  this  nation.  It  was 
certain  that  the  persons  who  bad,  under  the  opera- 
tion cf  the  Bi'iiisb  law,  and  ihedecrersof  the  B.i- 
iL'^h  tribunals,  been  ientenced  (o  banishment,  and 
to  hard  labor  in  chains,  in  Van  Dieroan's  Land, 
were  sulT  ring  extreme  baril.>bipand  severe  punish- 
ment. The  object  of  the  memorial  was  to  procure 
an  allev.ation  of  ihtir  condition.  But  he  felt 
strong  apprehpnsions,  that  the  concluding  pray- 
or  of  that  memorial,  askiog  Congress  lo  express,  by 
resolution,  certain  absiract  opiniuns  in  reference  to 
the  pani^hlne[lt  and  rlisciplne  ia  which  those  per- 
sons.bad  been  and  were  siill  subjected,  m'ght  opO' 
rale  to  their  serious  disadvantage.  It  might  pro- 
duce additional  irii'ation  ou  the  part  of  ths  Briii  h 
Goveriimirni,  and  tend  to  rivet  the  cha'Us  which 
had  alYta'ly  been  tas'enedupon  the  onfortnnaie  in- 
dividuals in  who:ie  behalf  the  memorialists  had 
made  th,  ii  present  application.  Unle.v<,  iheroffie, 
we  were  prepared  to  engage  in  a  wir  with  Great 
Britain  on  this  subject,  whirh  he,  for  one,  did  not 
depreca'e,  it  would  be  ih-  be?l  course  which  conid 
be  adopted  on  this  occ.sioo,  to  send  the  memorial 
to  the  President,  in  order  that  he  might  adopt  socb 
measures  as,  in  his  judgment,  wou'd,  by  negotia- 
tion, tend  the  most  eOeciually  to  attain  the  object 
which  tbe  memorialists  bad  in  view.  He  moved 
Ihe  reference  of  the  paper  to  (be  President. 

Mr.  PRE3T0N  deprecated  any  Inferferenee  with 
the  internal  political  affairs  of  a  foreign  Govern, 
ment;  and  be  regretted  the  manifestations  of  the 
la.st  year  or  two  past  io  some  par  s  of  this  roantry, 
which  ilseemed  to  him  had  a  tendency  to  endanger 
the  existing  r«lation<  of  tbia  nation  with  the  power 
to  which  he  alluded,  and  to  transfer  the  lesitima'e 
exercit«  of  the  constitutional  riiht  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  the  hands  of  an  nnanlhorlzed  and  irrespon- 
sibly combina^oi).    With  regard  to  tbe  difpule  on 


oar  Noitheasiern  boundary,  there  had  been  danger 
ol  onr  being  dragged  into  a  dangeri  us  collision  wiih 
the  Briti-ih  power,  and  much  difficulty  had  been 
experienced  by  ti:e  action  of  a  State  LcgisM- 
lurr;  and  he  ventured  to  fay  that  no  one  who 
had  a  due  consideratiun  for  the  interests  and  the  re 
latioos  in  which  we  stood  to  that  Government, 
would  le  disposed  in  Ibis  case  to  interfere  and  en- 
dtrger  the  repose  oC  thia  country.  Toe  relations 
of  this  country  on  her  frontier,  were  becoming 
mere  and  more  exciting;  exasperation  and  temper 
were  got  tip,  which  exposed  as  to  dangcrcns  peri'; 
and  be,  for  one,  deprecated  any  interposition  that 
might  lead  to  aa  interrnption  of  the  relations  be- 
tween thia  country  and  Great  Britain.  No  one 
could  be  more  deeply  impressed  with  tbe  evils  of 
such  a  calamity  than  he  was — evils  to  ourselves, 
evils',  calamitous  evils,  to  oar  country,  and  also  to 
civil  liberty.  It  should  be  the  duty  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  )e>train  all  interference  with  the  affairs  of 
that  Government;  and  especially  to  restrain,  can- 
liously  and  religiously,  all  interference  with  the 
internal  political  relations  of  that  Governinent. 
Toe  men  to  whose  cases  the  memorial  referred, 
were  charged  with  political  crimes,  and  they  were 
not  without  precedent  for  the  exercise  of  a  humane 
interference  between  nations  in  cases  of  crime;  but 
this  wn-i  not  such  a  case.  And  besides,  there  were 
circumstances  of  recent  ocdurrenee  that  rendered  it 
necestary  for  os  to  take  a  wise  and  eautioascoarae. 
Oaly  a  few  days  since  he  was  informed  an  inter- 
ference had  taken  place  on  the  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  the  form  of  a  remonstrance,  on  a  tabject 
which  was  calenlaled  to  produce  great  excitement; 
and  he  trusted  tbat  no  department  of  our  Govern- 
ment would  do  any  thing  that  Was  likely  to  justify 
soeh  an  inieiferenc^.  If  this  Government  interfered 
on  the  ground  of  humanity,  in  the  case  of  the  Ca- 
nadians, might  not  the  BritU'h  Government  inter- 
fere, on  the  same  ground  with  this  Government  in 
tbeca«eaf  thoiie  (ihe  Amisial  negroes)  recently 
thrown  on  our  shoie»}  The  nnauthorized  collec- 
tion of  people  on  o«r  Northern  frontier,  and 
tbe  resolutions  which  tbey  had  passed,  hadalieady, 
lo  some  extent,  exposed  ut  to  censare,  bat  he  trust- 
ed the  Senate  in  iis  action  would  manifest  a  tem- 
per and  a  wisdom  becoming  its  character  and  its 
pc-iiicn,  and  he  would  move  that,  withont  printing, 
tbe  memorial,  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  NORVELL  asked  the  Senator  from  Soah 
Carolina  to  withdraw  his  motion  to  lay  the  memo- 
rial on  the  table  for  one  moment.  He  had  already 
expres^eJ  hts  fears  that  a  compliance  with  the 
prayer  of  the  mem<'rialisti>,  in  the  manner  sog- 
geiied  by  them,  might  ajgravair,  instead  uf  alle- 
viating, the  condition  of  the  persons  whose  un- 
happy fate  bad  called  forth  their  appl-catio?. 
But  he  would  remind  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  that  tho^c  unfortonate  individuals  were 
American  eitizen>.  Their  cafe  bore  no  resem- 
blance to  the  case  of  Ibe  Amistad  negroes.  In  re- 
ference to  these,  he  considered  the  iuierfereace  of 
ihe  British  Government  to  be  wholly  aojutitifiable. 
That  was  an  interference  which  every  Ameri- 
can* should  condemn.  lie  bad  read  the  eorre- 
.^pondence  of  the  British  Minister  with  tbe  Secretary 
<f  State  with  the' same  feeling- which  it  bad  pro- 
duced in  tbe  Senator  from  Somh  CaroUoa  But 
if  tbe  Presidmt,  by  an  informal  leprfsentation, 
such  as  had  heretofore  been  mi.do  to  the  auihori- 
iir.s  at  Toronto,  eiuld  mitigae  the  riiuaiion  of 
of  our  own  fellow-citizens  in  Van  D.e.:ian's 
Land,  he  thonght  that  such  a  representation 
ought  to  be  made.  It  was  not  at  all  in- 
co.-npaiible  wiih  the  piincip'e  of  non-inier- 
t:rventioa  on  the  part  of  one  nation  with  Ibe 
domestic  affairs  of  anoibrr,  to  which  he  mmt 
cordially  subscribed;  ba>,  on  the  contrary,  it  waa 
a  prucenying  which  was  demanded  by  all  the 
considerations  of  hamaniiy  that  could  appeal  with 
ju.t  sfiect  to  the  better  fetlints  of  our  nature. 

Tbe  memorial  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 
.  The  special  order  (the  bankrupt  bill)  was  then 
cilled  for,  but  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  hoped  ih< 
S  na'e  would  devote  a  few  minutes  to  the  couside- 
r.i>ion  of  a  bill  which  hsd  been  postponed  yester- 
day at  tbe  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  GataiM  ]  Re  alluded  io  the  bill 
from  the  Hoa«e  to  amend  u  act  entitled  "An  Mt 


to  authorize  tbe  State  of  Tennessee  lo  issue  grants 
aod  perfect  tides  to  certain  lands  therein  de.cribed, 
and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappro- 
priated lands  within  the  same." 

llie  bill  was  accordingly  taken  up,  and  Mr. 
GRAHAM  proposed  to  amend  it  by  increasing 
the  minimum  price  from  121  cents  to  fl  25  per 
acre,  and  extending  the  <ime  to  three  year^,  the  pro- 
priety of  which  he  enfjiced  at  some  length. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  said  Ibat  be  would  reply  very 
briefly  to  what  had  been  said  by  the  Senator  f<om 
North  Cafohna,  because  he  was  unwilling  to  con- 
same,  unnecessarily,  the  precious  lime  of  the  Se- 
nate, and  only  desired  to  slate  tbe  facts  in  this  case, 
believing  that  tbey  were  unanswerable  in  support 
of  this  bill.  Tbe  Senator  had  moved  tuo  amend- 
ment>:  the  one  was  to  extend  the  time  for  the  tiaal 
location  of  the  out^tandinK  warrants  fur  three  year* 
instead  of  one,  and  the  other  was  to  fix  the  price  of 
tbe  lands  at  one  dollar  and  tut  cnty-Gve  cents,  in- 
stead of  twelve  and  a  half  ceas.  To  both  these 
amendments  be  objected;  because,  in  the  fir&t  place, 
they  were  not  demanded  by  the  circumstances  of 
the  case;  and,  secuindly,  be<uusr,  if  tney  should  be 
adopted,  th«  whole  bill  would  be  defeated.  He 
said  that  after  fifteen  years  if  difficult  struggling  ita 
the  Hon^e  of  Representatives,  justice  and  sound 
policy  bad  finally  prevailed,  and  now,  for  the  firet 
time,  a  b.ll  for  tbe  ultimate  disposition  of  these 
lands,  opon  proper  principle;,  had  passed 
that  body.  &it,  said  be,  if*  we  amend  this 
bill,  we  pat  an  end  to  tbe  measure  for  this 
sesiiott.  It  cannot  now  again  repass  in  the 
other  end  of  ihis  Capitol;  and  ro  man  can  tell 
how  long  it  may  be,  before  we  shall  be  so  near,  as 
we  now  are,  to  a  successful  and  equitable  adjust- 
ment oL  this  protracted  question.  The  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  seemed  to  apprehend  that 
some  injnstiee  might  be  done  to  the  Revolutionary 
claimants  of  that  State.  But,  sir,  said  he,  tbe  facts 
will  satisfy  every  impartial  man,  that  in  tbe  dispo- 
sition of  these  lands  the  State  of  North  Carolina 
has  no  more  interest  than  any  other  one'  of  the 
States  of  this  Union.  The  IRevoIuiionary  claims 
of  North  Carolina  were  to  be  provided  for,  accord- 
ing to  the.  terms  of  her  cession,  and  tbe  act  of 
compromise  of  eighteen  hundred  and  six,  by  Ibe 
United  Stati-s.  Sir,  ihty  were  provided  for,  and" 
North  Carolina  declared  herself,  by  a  formal  ac^ 
lo  have  the  r  ght  of  presuming  upon  a  default  of 
heirs,  and  of  ciaimaou,  and  finished  at  one  broad 
sweep  her  Revolutionary  demands  upon  Tennessee. 
They  wr re  conceded,  and  »'  e  received  th.it  rich  le- 
gac/  for  her  University ,«h:ch  completed  theamount 
of  more  than  four  millions  thiee  bundled  thousand 
acrei  of  land  she  had  received,  in  conformity  with 
Ihe  cession  and  compromise  acx.  As  far  as  Ehe  is 
<»>ncerned,  sir,  ibeie  cannot  be  the  sligbtedt' shadow 
of  objection  to  the  passage  of  this  bill.  She  has 
had  all  she  ever  asked — and  I  speak  not  in  tbe  spi- 
rit of  onkindness  lo  onr  ancient  mother,  when  I  say 
she  has  bad  all  she  had  a  right  to  demand — ant',  so 
far  from  thinking  of  a  limitation  of  seven  years 
against  her,  ax  sov^rsied  by  her  honorable  Senator, 
she  ha»had  more  than  forty  years  wiih'n  which  to 
prepare  acd  mature  her  claims;  and  now,  when 
she  has  no  more  left,  is  it  reasonable  to  ask  as 
to  wail,  because  i<  i$  pt$ii,le  thtie  may  be  cnt 
»f  lio*  btl>i»d!  But  we  say,  upon  the  bc^t  kind  of 
evidence,  her  mm  act  approfrteting  tht  Itat  rtmotiw 
iflht  Rnoiulhntiy  claims  to  her  eirit  we,  that  no 
mare  exist.  If  there  are,  she  has  done  an  act  of 
injasiice  to  her  own  citizens,  and  it  is  neither  fit 
nor  proper  that  she  should  now  interfere  tctween 
as  aod  ours.  For  I  learn,  sir,  that  there  .ire  but 
a  few  thousand  acres  of  warrants  is^ned  npon  cer- 
tificates of  interference,  which  remain  unsatisfied, 
and  these  are  erclosivcly  owned  by  citizens  of  Ten- 
nesBer.  If  there  be  a  citizen  of  North  Carolina 
holding  any  sacb  claim,  it  is  not  known.-  Taose 
warrants  are  now  being  satisfied.  The  claimants, 
I  am  informed,  are  daily  locating  them  in  the  dis- 
trict. Besides  all  this,  those  da 'mants  are  within 
ih  •  limiB  mostly  of  that  section;  and  it  is  unreason- 
able to  suppose-  that  their  Representaiivts  would  be 
willing  to  do  an  act  of  injasijcH  to  any  of  their  im- 
mediate constituents,  or  that  they  are  auy  lessdis- 
posed  10  consult  their  interests  than  we  are. 

Ia  addition  to  all  this,  we  have  the  testimony  of 
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tte  whole  Tennnsre  delrg^Uoo,  in  1839,  that  the 
txptaaes  of  sorrey  of  lb«8i  lands  wonid  not  be  re- 
iBrtictfwd  br  tfaeir  sale.  Among  that  dtle(>ation  is 
to  be  f*aod  the  name  of  my  respected  predecessor, 
vboltadmaeh  knowledce  of  this  sobject,  as  one 
of  the  early  settim  of  Tennefsee.  In  connection 
-  liith  this  ttstimony,  may  be  fonnd,  append^  to  the 
leport  of  the  committee  of  the  Honee  of  Bepre- 
■nktativcf,  in  that  year,  who  examined  folly  the 
whole  sabject,  the  statemeais  of  the  prine<p»l  8n> 

Cifon,  wbo  Were  intimately  acqnaintrd  with  the 
nds,and  who  agreed  precisely  with  i|»e  »iew« 
there  pceseeted.  They  fix  (be  highest  average  priee 
at  twelve  and  a  half  cents. 

Sir,  said  he,  it  is  not  mr  ptrrpose  to  protract  this 
disenssion,  and  I  Aerefore  content  myself  with  re- 
eapilalalfng  tlie  facts,  which  mnsi,  I  think,  impress 
the  S^ate  with  the  policy  of  pas  in?  ibis  bill.  It 
•ppears  by  the  l<rgi<1aiive  action  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  other  equally  high  evidence,  that  all 
her  claims,  and  the  claims  of  her  cizens 
have  been  satisfied  by  the  selection  Of  np- 
Wards  of  four  millions,  three  hondred  ihon- 
sand  acres  of  land  of  the  b*st  qnaliiy  in  the 
ttte  Slate,  and  that  all  onistanding  warranto,  which 
■re  akme  predicated  npon  ceitt8cates  of  inierfer- 
enee,  now  amoaniing  to  only  a  few  thousand 
acres,  are  also  beinc  daily  satisfied,  at  the  will  of 
the  holders,  and  will  be  allowed  a  farther  extension 
of  twelve  months  by  ibis  bill  within  wh'Ch  to  be  lo- 
cated, from  the  date  nf  the  action  of  the  Lrgisla- 
lareofTeanenv^  To  these  facts  yon  Inve  the 
patient  submission  ot  Tenne»ee  for  more  than  for- 
ty years,  and  solely,  sorely  it  will  be  admitted  she 
Mghl  n»w  to  be  released  from  a  longer  po.tpone- 
ateat.  We  know,  also,  if  one  single  amen Jment 
shall  prevail,  that  it  pnt^i  an  end  for  this  sestirn  to 
Ibis  bill that  it  never  can  travel  thronsth  the  de- 
lays and  heavy  forms  of  the  House  of  Repre«eni«- 
lires.  ffe  know,  too,  that  it  it  substantially 
the  same  bill  which  hid  repeatedly  patsed 
this  body,  and  now,  for  the  firjt  lime  after 
fifteen  years,  has  passed  tha  other  Honse. 
In  regard  to  the  proposition  to  change  the  price 
(torn  twelve  and  a  half  cents  to  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents,  we  have  a  mass  of  teti- 
mony  that  it  would  be  utterly  unjast,  and  woald 
plaee  the  lands  at  a  higher  standard  ihan  they  are 
intrinsically  worth,  after  having  nndeigoae  die  «e- 
leetions  of  more  than  four  millions  of  acres,  by 
men  who  were  the  most  capable  and  skilful  judges 
ofaoil. 

With  these  brief  remark*  in  answer  to  the  hono- 
rable Senator  fVom  Nonh  Carolina,  he  would 
eheerfally  submit  the  case  to  the  decision  of  the 
Senate,  perfectly  confident  that  they  would  re- 
lease the  Slate  of  Teane  see  from  the  harden  nn- 
der  which  she  bad  long  labored. 

Ml'.  CLIIY  of  Alabama  said,  as  anzioas  as  he 
was  to  save  the  time  of  the  Senate,  be  mast  add 
one  or  two  remarks  to  iho'c  msde  by  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  AhdebsoiO  in  reply  lothe 
Senator  firom  Nonh  Carolina,  [Mr.  GaiRiM  ]  The 
Arstiemarkhehadto  make  was,  that  he  thought 
the  qaeation  ooght  to  be  considered  settled  by 
the  former  action  of  this  body.  He  said 
hills  had  been  passed  by  (he  Senate  at  three 
i«veral  sessions  of  Congress— one  of  them 
ctace  the  commencement  of  the  present  snsion — 
which  were  Beeidedly  more  favorable  to  the  inte- 
lests  of  Tennessee  than  the  one  sentns  by  the  Honse; 
■ad  now  nnder  Consideration.  Those- bills  had 
pa«ed,  too,  with  tmntUAl  nnanimity,  bnt  for  want 
of  lime,  or  not  having  been  reaebtd  oh  the  Calen* 
(larof^VeHoase,  they  had  failed.  Hs  thought, 
■nder  such  cirenmi-tsneie^,  there  ought  to  be  no 
hesitation  in  the  immediate  passaee  of  this  bin. 

He  remarked  that  the  amendments  wh'cb  were 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  If  de- 
sirable at  all,  weie  not  of  snAeient  tmpoitance  to 
antboriae  us  to  jeopard  the  b:II,  by  sending  it  back 
10.  the  House.  We  all  know  (said  Mr.  G.)  how 
difficult  it  Is  to  get  a  meawre  throngh  that  braneh 
«r  CoagresF,  at  almost  any  ome— bnt,  more  espe- 
ekily  at  this  late  p-riod  of  the  seksioa.  If  it 
ibimld  be  sent  back,  whith  would  be  (be  neersra. 
tf  eacK>e««enca  of  any  ameadmrnl,  however  slight, 
it  woald,  in  all  prubabiliiy,  be  refened  to  a 
pg^a^n  aad,  when  reported  buk,  it  voafcl, 


very  I&ely,  bf  cbmmittifd  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Honse.  If  it  look  this  eonrse  It 
was  very  improbable,  that  it  would  be  taken 
up,  or  acttJ  on  at  all,  during  the  seatioa.  '  Ii 
was  time,  he  thon'^ht,  that  (his  question 
about  the  remnants  of  ihs  public  lands  in  Ten- 
nessee  wa*  settled.  The  Legislature  and  the 
people  of  that  Stale  had  been  appealhig  to  dh- 
gress  on  the  e nbject  for  a  long  lime,  to  his  personal 
knowledge,  for  the  last  twelve  yeirs;  and  we  are  as 
well  prepared  to  act  drftoitively  now,  as  we  shall 
be  at  any  future  time. 

The  first  of  the  amendments"  proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  was  to  extend  the 
lime  from  one  to  three  years,  for  riaimanls  under 
ihe  State  of  North  C»ro:ma  to  present  their  c'a'ms 
He  btggeil  10  remind  iht  S.'Ua'e  thai,  as  the  bill 
now  stei  d,  those  claimants  were  allowed  onj  jeat 
for  that  purpose— not  (rem  the  passage  of  ihi<  act, 
but  from  the  pas-sage  of  a  law  by  the  Legis  aiure 
of  Tennessee,  aceipiiog  the  terms  proposed  in  the 
bill.  Htnce,  cla'mants  woald  have,  in  all  pro'ia- 
bilily,  eighteen  months'  indulgence, or  more — if  Ihe 
Legii-lalnre  Jhonid  liot  meet  till  the  ordinary  lime. 
Bnt,  if  it  only  ^llowed  twelve  months  from  the 
passage  of  this  act,  what  more  could  be  rr  quired  on 
any  principle  of  justice  or  fairness?  It  would  be 
recollected,  that  it  was,  now  more  thin  half  a  cen- 
tury (fidy.one  years)  since  the  territory,  now 
constituting  the  State  of  Tenne«ee,  wa«  ceded  to 
the  United  States  by  Nonh  Carolina.  During  all 
this  time,  lbo<e  cla'manis  bad  the  opportunity  of 
presenting  the-r  evidences  of  tii'e,  ai'd  obiaming 
their  righ's.  Although  ( ffices  for  entry  bad  not  been 
open  the  whole  of  lh.it  r«'i"''  continuously, 
they  had  been  opened  from  time  to  time— indul- 
gence has  been  liberally  granted— and  claimants 
have  bad  abundant  oppjrtunity  to  secure  their 
right*  by  the  exerdse  of  ihe  most  odinary  dili- 
gence. There  ccrtainlv  could  be  no  well  f.mn  led 
complaint,  then,  that  ihe  farther  time  allowed  by 
the  piesent  bill  was  loo  short. 

As  regarded  the  other  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Senator  ttom  North  Carolina— to  allow  such 
claimants  as  did  not  avail  themselves  of  the  piivi- 
lege  of  locating  their  claims  within  the  time  al- 
lowed, one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre, 
instead  of  the  124  cents  fixed  by  the  bill- 
he  thought  it  as  inezpedicDt  as  the  farmer. 
The  land  remaining  subject  to  entry  wa-s  on  all 
bands,  agreed  to  be  of  very  little  value— very 
little  of  it  worth  as  much  as  12i  cents  per  acie. 
If  claimams  bad  po><poned  their  applica'ionn,  or 
negleeted  to  establish  their  claims  undl  those  more 
Tiligant  and  attentive  to  their  interests  had  ukaa 
ap,attd  preoecufied  all  the  valuable  land,  it  was  their 
own  fanh— they  had  no  rij^t  to  comp'ain.  If  they 
were  now  to  locate,  at  eater  this  inferior  refuse 
land,  they  could  not  sell  it  for  more  than  an 
average  of  124  cents  per  acre  — consequently 
it  would  be  unjnst  to  pay  ihem  |1  85,  as  proposed. 
The  provision  of  the  bill  was  just  and  liberal,  as  it 
stood,  when  it  gave  them  till  twelve  monihs  after 
the  passage  of  the  act  by  Tennessee  to  make  their 
eatiies  and  loca'ions;  and  if  tbey  even  failed  to  do 
that,  it  still  gave  them  itsestima'ed  value  in  money. 
He  thought  this  ought,  in  all  conscience,  to  be 
satisfactory;  and  he  earnestly  hoped  the  Senate 
woaM  not  agree  to  either  of  the  amendments  pro- 
posed, nor  jeopard  this  bill,  so  important  to  Tennes- 
see, by  sending  il  back  to  the  House. 

Ml.  NICHOLSON  sai"a  he  desired  to  niake  a 
single  remark  upon  the  amendments,  in  reply  to  Ihe 
Senaior  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Oubim  ]  Af- 
ter this  measnr*,  in  subsiamially  the  same  shape, 
had  received  the  sanction  of  the  Senate  on  three 
different  occasions,  and  each  t'me  by  decided  naa- 
joritie*,  he  would  ftox  nndenake  to  discuss  i(s  me- 
rits. The  motion  of  hn  friend  from  North  Carolina 
*  [Mr.  GhUHiM]  in  reference  to  striking  oot  twelve 
ajid  a  half  cents  and  inserting  $1  25  as  the  e-  m 
prnsetion  to  holders  of  land  warrants,  pirsen'ed  a 
qnesllon  in  which  Tennessee  had  no  more  interest 
dian  any  other  State  The  bi  1  fixes  the  price  of 
the  land  at  twelve  and  a  h»lf  cents,  and  provides 
(hat  if  the  holders  of  warrants  shall  decline  fcflr  a 
year  lo  take  lands,'ih*y  shall  receive  a  compensa- 
M  tfon  in  money  of  twelve  and  a  half  oests  per  acre. 


Tbi«  compenfan'on  must  be  paid  out  of  (be  Fede- 
ral Treasury,  and  now  it  is  proposed  that  after  the 
lands  bave  only  brought  into  th«  Treasury  twelve 
aad  a  half  cen  s  per  acie,  the  holders  of  warrants 
shall  receive  out  of  H  |l  25  per  acre.  He  ^d  it 
was  for  the  Senators  from  all  the  States  to  delete 
mine  whether  they  could  sanetion  snch  a  provision. 
It  was  clear,  coatinued  Mr.  N.  tha*  if  the  lands 
are  only  worth  134  cents  an  acre,  as  is  abundantty 
shown  by  the  evidence,  then  the  warraat  holdert 
will  not  go  forward  to  take  (he  lands,  if  you  pro- 
tide  that  in  lien  of  the  lands  they  maydaimaoom- 
peasa'ion  of  (I  25  per  aeie.  As  to  the  value  of 
the  lands,  Mr.  N.  said  he  held  in  hi)  hand  the 
evidence  on  which  the  Senate  had  so  often  flsed 
theptioeat  124  cenK  He  .would  not  read  it  to 
theS'Uate,  but  yoold  merely  leaiark  that  it  was 
full  and  conelnsive. 

Mr.  N.  said  be  apprehended  that  the  Senator 
from  Nor(h  Carolina  was  labiring  under  a  mistake 
as  to  the  character  of  th»  outstanding  clftinw  pro- 
vided for  in  the  bill.  He  seemed  lo  suppofe 
that  there  were  Revolutionary  loldiers  who  still 
held  warranth  that  were  not  satisfied.  la  this  he 
thoueht  the  Senator  was  mistaken.  His  informa- 
t  on  was,  that  the  Slate  of  North  Carolina,  under  a 
liw  of  tl-.e  Slate  already  referred  lo  in  the  debate, 
had  taken  the  lists  of  soldiers  entitled  to  lands,  and 
had  issued  Warrants  for  aU,  whether  Kning  or  dead, 
whose  names  were  npon  the  lisis.and  whose  claims 
did  not  appear  to  have  been  previously  saHsSed. 
Those  warrants  were  issued  in  the  nami  of  her 
untversiiy,  and  every  one  of  them  hal  been  satis- 
fied. 8 .  that,  in  fact,  he  did  not  believe  ibat  there 
was  a  soldier  or  the  descendant  of  a  soldier  whose 
claim  for  Undshal  not  been  satisfied.  The  class  of 
cases  which  remained  on-alisfiedweiecer.ificaiesof 
interference,  and  possibly  certificates  issued  before 
thCTfar  1800,  lopersonswh .  paM  specified  an^onnts 
into  the  treasury  of  North  Csralina,  and  rewived 
certificates  to  be  paid  io  Western  lands.  This  bill 
rives  to  thp.se  clainjants  one  year,  in  addition  to  the 
forty  they  have  now  had,  to  have  their  claims  satis- 
fied out  of  the  lands. 

Aa  to  the  merits  of  (he  bill,  Mr.  N.  said  he 
would  not  trouble  the  Senate,  after  they  bad  so  re- 
peatedly determined  in  its  favor.  Il  was  a  measure 
in  which  the  State  of  Tennessee  was  greatly  inte- 
rested, which  'she  had  urged  upon  Congress  year 
after  year  for  more  than  fourteen  years,  and  he 
hop  J  that  its  finil  passage  would  not  now  be  eii- 
danaered  by  anv  amendment  which  would  make  it 
necK.sary  lo  send  il  back  to  >he  other  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendments, 

and  they  were  disagreed  to.  .... 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  aihird  reading. 

Mr.  ANDBaSON  moved  that  it  have  its  third 

reading  now,  which  being  acceded  to.  the  bill  was 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed— ^les  39,  noes  3.  as 

VEAS— Messrs.  Allen.  Anderson.  Benion,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Claytoa,  Pulton,  Hender- 
son. Hubbard.  King,    Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 

Nicholson,  Pletce,  ?'">'*«..  P«»'?°'.^"fvS'!?^f* 
Sevier.  Smith  of  Connectlcu^  Smith  of  Indi«n«. 
8iaVon,Tappan,WaU,  While,  William.,  Wnght, 

""NAYs'-i^eiSis.  Graham,  Mangum,  and  South- 
ard—3. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  joint  resolution  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  make  contract*  and  advances  for  Ame- 
rican water-rolled  hemp  for  a  limited  lime; 

The  bill  grauHng  a  psn'ion  to  Pamela  Allen, 
widow  of  the  late  Samuel  Allen,  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution;  and 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  payment  of  equitable 
commi.»ion8  to  the  ajents  or  attorney,  of  P«"»« 
in  whose  favor  awards  have  b^en  made  under  four 
^vTSTfroaiies  between  the  United  S.ates  jnd  o«- 
tain  foreUn  lowers,  whwh  »-»''^» '\'lT«^*r °  C*" 
lained  in  the  Treasury  in  paymenl  of  debttdueihe 
U.  ited  suits,  were  severally  read  a  third  We, 

•"^nToUonbyMr.TAPPAN.  the  Senate  went. 

into  Executive  session,      -        ^UT ^     I  '    . 

And  then  adjonrned.    jQQQ\^        .. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
WcDNnDAT,  February  17,  1841. 

Mr.  L&NB  fflored  HtM  Ihe  Hoase  take  up  the 
bill  to  coDfirm  to  the  State  of  Indiana  the  land  se- 
lected for  that  portion  of  the  Wabash  and  Brie 
Canal,  which  lies  between  the  month  of  the  Tip- 
pecanoe riTer  and  Terre  Haute,  and  for  other  pnr- 
poees. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  LANE  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules; 
which  was  seeoitded. 

And  on  the  qneelion  being  taken,  there  appeared 
^yes  90,  noes  54 — not  two  thirdf . 

Ba  (be  rales  were  not  sospended. 

DEFECTIVE  LAND  PATENTS. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pnb- 
lie  Lands,  asked  leave  to  introdnce  the  following 
bill,  viz: 

A  BILL  to  confirm  land'  patents. 

Bt  it  entUi  iy  Iht  Senate  and  U<mie  ef  Btpre- 
senloliwe  ^  tht  Unittd  Suit*  o/Jmerica  in  Cmtgnti 
uumbkd.  That  all  patents  for  public  lands,  which 
have  been  issued  from  ihe  General- Land  Office 
since  the  passing  of  ihe  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
establishment  of  a  General  Land  OSice  in  the  de. 
partment  of  the  Treasurir,"  passed  on  the  25ih  day 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
in  the  name  of  the  Presittentof  the  United  Slates, 
instead  of  being  "in  Ihe  name  of  the  United  States," 
as  prescribed  in  the  eighth  teciion  of  !aid  act;  and 
all  patents  for  public  lands,  which  have  been  issued 
from  the  said  General  Land  Office  since  the  passing 
of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  reo^anizs  the  Gene- 
ral Land  Office,"  passed  the  fourth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  which 
have  been  countersigned  by  the  Recorder  of  Ihe 
General  Land  Office,  or  other  person  acting  in  bis 
stead,  instead  of  being  countersigned  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  as  prescribed 
in  the  act  of  the  twenty-fifih  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  ^d  twelve;  and  all  patents 
which  have  been  issued  from  said  General  Land  Of- 
fice since  the  passing  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  pre- 
scribing the  modebjr  which  patents  for  pablie  lands 
shall  be  signed  and  ezecnted,"  passed  the  second  day 
of  March,  one  ihonsand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
three^d  which  have  been  subscribed  by  a  secretary 
duly  appointed,  pursuant  lo  the  provisions  of  said 
act,  with  the  printed  or  written  name  of  the  Presi- 
dent prefixed  to  the  personal  signature  of  such  se- 
cretary, in  the  ezecation  of  such  patents,  notwith- 
standing the  name  of  the  President  may  not  have 
been  written  personally  by  the  secretary,  shall  be 
deemed,  taken,  and  held,  good  and  valid  patents  in 
law,  and  shall  have  all  the  force  and  tffect  to  pass 
from  the  United  Stales  to  the  paUntee  or  patentees 
named  in  such  patents,  respectively,  their  heirs,  ez- 
ecntors,  administrators^  and  assigns,  the  lands  de- 
scribed  therein,  as  ihoogh,  in  each  and  all  the  re- 
licts befbrc  enumerated,  the  patentp.  in  their  form 
and  manner  of  execution,  had  conformed  to  the  re- 
qniremenis  of  law. 

Sxc.  3.  JM  it  U/wrlher  enatttd,  That  from  and 
after  the  passing  ot  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
'  the  Recorder  cf  the  General  Land  Office,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  duties  now  required  of  him  by  law,  lb  conn- 
terugn  all  patents  issued  from  raid  «ffice,  instead  of 
the  same  being  conniercigned  by  the  Commissioner, 
as  required  by  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  rntitltd 
"An  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  General  Land 
Office  in  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,"  passed 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  tight 
hundred  and  twelve. 

Objection  being  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINCOLN,  the  rules  were 
sospended. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  first  and  second  timp. 
And,  after    some  remarks    by  Mers>s.  LIN- 
COLN,   PBTRIKIN,   C&ARY,    CRABB    and 
GRAVES, 

The  question  was  then  staled.  Shall  the  bill  be 
read  a  third  time?  when 

Mr.  CRABB  moved  ihat  the  bill  be  referred  to 
Ihe  Committe.9  on  the  Judiciary;  but  at  the  re- 
qaestof 

Mr.  CASEY  withdrew  his  motion;  &i:d,by  gen*-. 
Tal  eonseni, 

Jba  Iwther  consideration  of  the  bill  was  post- 


poned until  to-morrow,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
printed.     , 

CIVIL  AND  DIPUMIATIC  APPROPRUTION  UIX. 

On  mouon  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  iht  Union,  (Mr.  Bell  in  the  chair,) 
and  resomed  the  consideration  of  Ihe  bill  making 
appropriation^  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ex- 
penses of  the  Governtneut  for  the  year  1841^  The 
question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gbeen  to 
strike  out  all  the  items  of  appropriation  having  re- 
ference to  the  Branch  Miott  of  North  CaroUns,- 
Georgia  and  New  Orleans,  and  the  expenditures 
connected  therewith. 

Mr.  BYNUM,  being  entitled  lo  the  floor,  com- 
menced his  remarks  by  saying  that  he  had  deter- 
mined to  remain  a  silent  epectator  in  the  House  for 
at  least  one  session.  His  peculiar  situation,  and' 
the  recent  development  of  events,  had  induced  him 
to  adhere  to  that  resolution.  But  since  he  had  at- 
tended to  the  debates  in  the  House,  such  had  been 
the  exiraordinay,  unprovoked,  onjast  course  pur- 
sued by  certain  gentlemen,  that,  to  remain  longer 
silent,  when  he  had  an  opportunity  of  speaking) 
would,  in  his  opinion,  be  a  dereliction  of  duty — an 
act  of  treachery,  if  not  treason,  to  the  jportion  of 
country  of  which  he  was  the  representative  on  the 
floor  of  Congress. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  immediate  proposition  before 
the  HoDfe  was  to  strike  out  a  small  appropriation 
for  the  continuation  of  the  mints  routh  of  the  Po- 
tomac. It  was  not  the  amount  of  money  that 
added  consequence  to  the  motion — that  was  insig- 
nificant within  itse  f.  Had  tbat  been  the  care,  he 
would  have  been  the  last  man  in  the  House  to  open 
his  mouth;  but  he  thought  he  perceived  in  this  mo- 
tion «f  the  gentleman  from  Eentnckjr,  [Mr. 
Qbxen,]  (atihough  Mr.  B.  did  not  know  it  was 
even  Mr.  G's  intention,)  an  insidious  desil^,  an 
insidious  attempt,  to  strike  down  the  only  prospects 
which  the  country  had  for  a  permanent,  constitu- 
tional, and  stable  currency  fur  the  people  of  the 
country. 

Particularly  and  emphatically  (said  Mr.  B.)  did 
this  proposition  affect,  most  sensibly  and  deeply, 
the  portion  of  the  people  of  the  country  whose  re- 
presentative he  was.  He  alluded  lo  the  great  grow- 
ing, agricultural,  planting,  and  producing  interests, 
which,  if  he  had  not  mistAken  the  signs  of  the 
limes,  were  now  prostrated  at  the  feet  of  the  non- 
productive, non-laboring,  non-agticultural|portioa 
of  Ihe  country. 

Mr.  B.  after  some  remarks  in  regard  to  the  de- 
sign of  the  framers  of  the  Constitoliun,  said  there 
was  a  certain  fowl,  which,  wh«n  chased  from  the 
fields,  set  op  the  cry  of  "caw!  caw !  !*>  with  as  much 
meaning  and  regularity  as  the  notes  of  Opposition 
gentlemen  in  their  cry  of  profligacy!  corruption! 
extravagance!  as  applied  to  the  present  Administra- 
tion. , 

Mr.  B.  dien  demonsfrated  the  menus  which  were 
at  the  disposition  of  those  who  complained  so  much 
of  the  extravagance  of  the  AdntiDis'raiioo  to 
correct  ih«  abuse,  and  referred  to  the 
political  compieziott  of  several  standing  commit^ 
lees  of  the  House.  Upon  the  Committee  on  Ex- 
penditures in  the  Department  of  State,  there  were 
three  Whigs  and  two  Democrats.  On  the  Com- 
mittee on  ihs  Expenditures  in  the  Department  of 
Ihe  Tieasnry,  three  Whigs  and  two  Demrctal.'. 
0.1  the  Comi&ittee  on  Ezpendilaies  in  the  Depart- 
ment'ol  War,  ihree  Whigs  and  two  Oemociats. 
On  the  Committee  on  Expendiiares  in  th«  Depart- 
ment of  ihe  Navy,  three  Whig')  and  two  Demo- 
crats. On  the  Commiltee  on  Expenditures  in  the 
Department  of.  the  Po.tt  Office,  ihree  Whigs 
and  two  Democrats.  On  the  Committee  on 
Elzpenditntes  on  the  Public  Buildings,  three 
Whigs  and  two  Democrats.  The  chairman 
of  each  of  the  committees  was  a  Whit;  and  Mr. ' 
B.  contended  that  if  all  the  charges  of  profl  gaey 
and  corrupiion  had  been  true,  there  was  every  op- 
portunity for  those  who  made  them  lo  call  the  com- 
mittees tcgeiher,  and  make  investigaiion,  and  es- 
tablish their  poution. 

,  Mr.  B.  illDstraied  the  dangerous  tendency  of  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  showed  wherein 
■he  operations  of  banking  institutions  generally 
acted  upon  the  productive  interests  of  the  country, 


depressing  labor  and  supporting  the  nonprodncers 
at  the  expsnse  of  the  laboring  portion  of  th« 
country. 

Mr.  B.  in  Ihe  course  of  his  remarks,  incidtntaUy 
alluded  to  several  other  subjects,  and  proved  con- 
clusively, from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  th^ 
Treasury,  made  in  compliance  with  a  resolniion  ^ 
the  Senate,  that  the  people  had  paid  a  tax  to  Ihe 
banks,  since  the  organization  of  the  Govenunenl« 
sufficient  to  carry  on  its  operations,  vit. 
Losses  by  bank  failures  -       -  #108,885,731 

Losses  by  suspensions  of  speciepay- 
ments  by  banks,  and  consequent 
depreciation  of  their  notes  -     95,000.000 

Loss  by  destruction  of  baqk  no.es^  by 

accidents  •  .  .       7,131,333 

Losses  by  countrrfeit  bank  notes,  be- 
yond losses  by  coin  -  -  4,444,444 
Lossis  by  flactuations  in  bank  cur- 
rency afl°eciing  pricer,  extrava- 
gance in  living,  sacrifices  of  pro- 
perty, tuid  by  only  a  part  of  the 
ot'her  incidents  to  the  banking  sys- 
tem, not  compttted  above,  at  least    1^,000,000 


Making,  in  all 


ft365,451,497 


Mr.  B.  replied  to  the  murks  .of  several  gentle- 
men who  had  precedel  him;  and  concluded  by  ex- 
prefsing  the  opinion,  that  bhonid  the  lodspeadent 
TreASury  law  be  repeated,  (whiclrhe  would  consider 
tantamonnt  lo  a  repeat  of  the  Constitntion,)  a  Na- 
tional Bank  would  be  erected  upon  its  rnins,  and 
wield  Its  sceptre  over  the  country,  and  make  its 
power  perpetual 

[The  remarks  of  Mr.  B.  are  in  a  oonne  of 
preparation,  and  will  be  given  hereafter.] 

Mr.TlLLINGHASTadvocated  the  amendment. 
He  considered  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia  sufficient 
for  a'l  practical  purposes,  and  that  ihese  branch 
mints,  at  sash  distant  portions  of  ihe  Repnbliet 
were  a  useless  expense. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  North  Carolina  opposed 
the  amendment.  He  was  in  favor  of  giving 
ihe  branch  minis  a  fair  trials  befcie  aboU^hinf 
them. 

Mr.  HABERSHAM  aho  oppo.'ed  the  amend- 
ment,  and  replied  with  much  force  to  the  objections 
raised  by  Mr.  TiLLiNaai.sT. 

Mr.  EVERETT  objected  lo  the  proposition  to 
stiike  out,  for  so  long  ai  the  law  authorizing  these 
mints  existed,  the  HoH^e  was  bound  to  make  the 
appropriation.  If  gentlemen  objected  to  them,  the 
proper  course  was  lo  repeal  the  lav. 

Mr.  COOPER  of  Georgia  said  Ihat  h«  would  add 
a  few  remarks  to  those  made  by  hib colleague  trom 
Habersham  county. 

I  find,  Mr.  Chairman,  (.-taid  Mr.  C.)thecatap 
blishment  of  these  branch  mints  to  have  been  a 
part  of  your  policy  for  several  years.  The  motion 
to  strike  out  involves  a  change.  To  justify  this 
change,it  shontd  bo  shown  or  admitted  by  the  friends 
of  the  policy,  that  the  reasons  for  creating  them  were 
nnfonnded,  or  that  those  reasons  have  failed  to 
oparate.  What  weie  those  reasons?  The  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  ha^  intimated  to  you,  as  he  did 
last  session,  Ihat  one  reason  was  to  protect  the  la- 
boring classes  in  the  gold  region.  Th'S  I  do  not 
agree  to;  for,  with  eqaal  propriety,  the  same  might 
be  assigned  as  a  reason  f«r  establishing  the  princi- 
pal Mint  at  Philadelphia,  which  wase»iablisbcd  be. 
fore  the  di.covery  of  gold  in  North  Cirolina  and 
Georgia. 

Again:  foreign  gold  is  not  taxed  by  this  law  io 
enhance  the  value  of  our  gold,  but  competes  fairiy 
at  the  Mint  with  ihe  domestic.  Therefore,  the  idea 
of  protectioii  is  miiapplied  here.  The  pres^nmption 
is  that  the  objects  of  the  law  were  lo  difiiufe  a  me- 
tallic currency  amongst  the  mass  of  the  peopte,  and 
to  give  to  those  States  which  prodoced  the  g.>ld  the 
full  benefits  of  ihat  product,  free  of  the  taxation  iikr 
oident  to  an  ezpottation  to  a  foreign  maiket.  This, 
sir,  is  carrying  out  the  principlei  of  free  trade  on 
teims  of  equality.' 

But  esiablish'your  Mint  exclusively  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  «  h  It  is  the  rffeci?  The  entire  prodnet  of 
gold  in  Georgia,  North  Carolina,  Alabama,  nitd 
Tennessee,  will  be  tbipped  to  Philadelphia,  jost  «i 
cotton,  rice,  or  tobacco  U  to  New  York  or  Enron 
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tafor*  U  will  become  available  as  mooey.  This 
orolres  the  cost  of  disoouDis,  eommiixioos,  insa- 
MMsce,  and  fieight;  «o  ifaat  a  man  ia  <ileoigia,  after 
fMsaaiing  binucK  of  ihe  sj^cific  metal,  will  not  be 
permilled  to  ooant  it  out  as  wonty,  until  Mi  shall  sab- 
mit  to  all  these  items  of  coSL  Tbis«  too,  will  b« 
by  Hm  operalioB  Of  jroat  taws.  And  to  what  rndt 
Why,  sir,  that  your  QoTernment  agents  at  Phila- 
de'pttia  may  hare  the  benefit  cf  the  deposilft  and 
coinage  of  Ui  money — a  benefit  which  heretofore 
h«s  heea  worth  to  j>ottr  bank  agencies  hundreds  of 
tboosaiids. 

The  cost  of  a 'branch  mint,  therefore,  of  (6,000 
a  year,  w  a  tax  for  pnleetim,  (you  say,)  thoogh  the 
■Mn  who  bays  pays  no  more  for  the  coin;  and  y<t 
the  lax  which  would  be  paid  by  the  producer  of  (he 
.gold,  tot  the  bentfit  of  yoor  Philadelphia  agencies, 
by  which  kerteeivtt  U>f,  i»  na  protection  to  yonr 
great  city  and  iia  United  States  Baalr.  This,  sir, 
w  a  fair  specimen  of  Bank  logic,  and  is  based  on 
ibb  aniversal  assnmption  tb^i  whatever  is  given,  »t 
lokoed,  or  paid  to  the  BaiAc,  is  rightfully  bestowed. 

Yon  will  perceivp;  therefore,  that  the  reference 
of  this  motion  to  a  Untied  Suits  Btak  poi<ey,  by  the 
gtnUeman  ttom  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Bi^NOsI,]  is 
exceedingly  apj>iopriate.  All  (he  aetire  operations 
of  that  initilBlion  were,  and  will  be,  cnQovern- 
■enl  f onds  and  private  deposi(es.  Tne  former  are 
of  specifl,  (Seotgia  and  Nonh  Carolina  gold,  for 
inaUuce,)  er  bank  notes  commanding  specie.  Th9 
amooni  involved  in  lbs  operations  of  the  branch 
mints  is  worth  contending  for,  being  from  half  to  a 
Million  of  dollars  annnaHy  in  UtrittS  SUUa  gold, 
besides  foreign  coin.  This  will  form  an  imporiaot 
itetu  in  (he  specie  exhibit  of  your  Bank. 

Ahoiher  basis  of  the  active  operations  of  snch  a 
Bank  has  b.-en,  and  will  be,  cotton,  rice,  and  to- 
bacco. By  these  it  has  conlrolled,  and  will  con- 
trol, the  foreign  exchanges.  By  the  gold  prodnds 
aB«l  other  deposiies  of  yonr  Government,  it  will 
eontrol  yonr  domestic  exehangcii,  and  reab'zs 
thereon  what  profits  it  m«y.  deem  prudent. 
'  So  far,  ibeD,  tsprvfiti  are  to  be  derived  from  the 
natural  products,  whether  of  cotton,  jice,  lubacco 
or  gold,  as  a  mediam  of  exchanges,  foreign  or  do- 
mestic, it  is,  by  the  policy  of  thu  law,  hetd  to  be 
jaat  and  fair  that  (hose  profits  should  fall  into  the 
haads^of  the  laborers,  merchants,  or  monieal  insli- 
tatioits  of  that  people  whose  soil  and  climate,  work 
and  labor,  ctre  and  diligence,  produce  those  com- 
modities. This  is  the  principle  of  the  existing  law, 
and  yet  geaifemcn  say  this  is  protcciioo.  Yes,  sir, 
it  igpretediea  prottclim  to  free  trade  and  cqnal 
rights;  that  is  all;  and  for  that  only  your  Govern- 
ment was  formed. 

Another  item  of  expense,  sir,  I  would  here  men- 
tion, by  no  means  the  leas',  which  would  be  visited 
on  thoje  hardy  yeomanry  who  dig  gold,  if  yon  dis- 
pense with  yonr  branch  mints.  It  is  the  exchange 
of  pnre  gold  for  bank  bills  which  wear  out,  or  bum 
sp,  or  prove  worthless  by  bank  suspensions 
or  bank  breakages.  A  great  safeguard  and  facility 
to  the  iahaUtants  where  gold  is  productd,  arisiog 
from  its  coinage  in  (heir  vicinity,  is  an  taty,  cheap, 
and  certain  and  $afe  currency  for  domestic  use. 

And  now,  as  the  location  of  your  coinage  brings 
advantages  and  facilities  to  those  amongst  whom  it 
takes  place,  in  realising  it  in  money  free  »/  etut, 
in  Umfteititits  of  corrency,  &c.  it  becomes  a  ques- 
tion not  of  preleelion  but  of  alttmative  tight  and 
AMet,  in  whose  favor  you  will  decide — the  people 
who  dig  the  geU,  or  the  bankers,  brokers,  and  mer- 
ohm's  of  Philadelphia.  By  establishing  yonr 
branch  mints,  yoo  have  determined,  according  to 
equity  and  justicr,  to  distribute  a  portion  of  these 
benefits  to  (he  gold  diggers;  and  now  the  proposition 
i*  to  teas^nme  (he  lidle  yon  have  yielded,  and  thit 
before  yon  have  fairly  t«sted  your  policy  of  giving 
ap.  And  whyT  It  is  answerd:  lst«  Fur  economy. 
Sd.  For  refoim  in  Bzecntive  patronage,  tu  diini- 
niab  ih«  cbanees  of  corruption.  I,  sir,  am  for  re- 
fnim,  whenever  it  can  be  effected.  But  what  will 
be  the  nature  of  the  reform  in  this  easel  As  I  have 
shown.  It  will  be  from  bad  to  worse,  both  in  princi- 
ple and  in  practice.  '  In  principle,  becattse  it  will 
riqaire  the  prodoerr  of  gol  I,  at  the  price  of  taxa- 
tion, to  eoaveri  it  into  p«per  money,  which  will  be 
tea  soand  and  We  beoauve  of  this  very  act  of  la- 
kin{  his  ^old  to  deposite  in  a  bank  in  Philadelphia, 


instead  of  permitdog  it  to  circulate  in  his  own 
neighborhood. 

Experience  proves  this,  sir;  for,  prior  to  establish- 
ing your  branch  minis,  the  people  in  that  part  of 
my  S  aie  were  confined  to  paper  currency  almost 
entirely;  and,  notwithstanding  they  daily  handled 
the  preciouj  metals;  (h6r  #ete  compelled  to  give  it 
for  paper,  as  if  paper  was  really  ifae  thing  of  value. 

Since  the  operation  of  the  mint,  the  gold  is  itsed 
as  coin,  beiog  convertible  without  cost.  And  even 
last  summer,  in  the  midst  of  snspenaion,  that  part 
of  Georgia  was  supplied  with  specie  change. 

But  (hisr</i>rjn  will  be  from  bad  to  worse  in 
prcelice,  (oo — since,  to  rid  yourself  of  these  branch 
mints  and  their  oibcers,  all  of  whom  you  have  pre- 
lumed  would  be  corrupted,  yon  will  throw  yonr 
funds  on  deposiie  in  some  vast  reservoir — a  bank 
vault,  for  iitstance,  (I  believe  the  mover  of  this  is 
fur  repealing  the  Sub-Tre^saty,  for  creating  a 
United  Stales  Bank,  and  for  reOoring  the  deposites,} 
where,  by  the  facility  of  expansions,  one  million 
may  become  three,  for  the  benefit  of  your  great 
city  and  its  favorite  hmtk — whieh,  wi(h  it*  officers 
and  dependants,  yon  luver  suspect  of  of  eerruplW. 

This,  Etr,  will  be  the  ^rsetieal  rc/prmolien.  I 
would  have  Cieorgians  and  Georgia  Representa- 
tives to  look  to  it.  This  product  Of  Georgia  will 
be  one  i(em  in  the  basis  of  issue,  and  the  Cottooj 
lice,  and  tobacco,  ano'her.  In  defieiency  of  these, 
the  St'ite  stocks  will  be  invoked  to  aid  them. 

If,  sir,  (bi«  argument  of  "economy"  is  to  prevail, 
let  it  be  examined,  and  it  proves  loo  much  or  too 
little.  It  proves  too  much,  because  you  can  coin 
all  yonr  gold  and  silver  cheaper  far  at  Chariot  e 
and  Dahlonega,  or  either,  than  at  Philadelphia. 
Thtrefere,  the  principal  Mint  should  be  abolished. 
Sell  your  property  at  Philadelphia,  give  ns  the  Dse 
of  (be  proceeds,  and  we  will  do  till  your  coinage 
free  of  expense. 

Again:  Gtnuage  is  a  dead  expense  afty  *cy 
yon  may  manage,  and  does  not  pay  for  itself.  By 
ihi  same  argument,  yon  would  (win  novohert;  since, 
on  a  score  of  dollars  and  cent^,  you  would  find  it 
cheaper  to  let  other  nations  or  individuals  coin. 

Again  :  If  you  abolish  these  offices  because  they 
are  an  txpmse,  what  will  become  of  the  thoni«nd 
and  one  offices,  judicial,  civil,  financial,  and  mililar 
ry,  which  bring  yon  in  no  money  annually? 

Sir,  this  argnmeat  will  not  do.  I  now  proceed 
to  shew  that,  so  far  as  the  policy  yon  set  out  with 
is  just  and  inu,  instead  of  being  disappointed,  yon 
may  expect  all  yonr  reasonable  hopes  to  be  re- 
alized. 

First,  then,  my  colleague  who  sits  on  my  tight 
[Mr.  Holt]  now  suggests  to  me  thai,  by  intelli- 
gence received  last  night,  it  appears  "that  by  very 
recent  discoveries  there  are  developments  making 
in  Ihe  gold  region  of  Georgia  never  before  antici- 
pated." This,  in  part,  I  witnessed  last  summer. 
And  here  I  read  from  the  document  of  the  House, 
giving  a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  mint,  to 
show  this  committee  what  it  seems  unapprized  of, 
to  wit:  For  the  three  years  during  which  the  branch 
mints  have  been  operating,  the  two  at  Dahlonega 
and  Charlotte  have  coined  nearly  twr-thirdd  of  all 
Ihe  United  Slatei  gold  coined  ia  the  Union  during 
(hat  time — the  entire  amount  of  Ameiican  gold 
coined  being  from  $420,000  to  $45J,000,  of  vib-ch 
those  two  branches  taatre  coined  about  ^30,000. 
And  of  the  $170,000  Aineiiean  gold  coined  at  Phi- 
ladelphia last  year,  ninety  odd  thousand  was  the 
product  of  Georgia. 

Now,  sir,  but  lor  the  high  exchanges  produced 
by  bank  suspen&ions,  and  the  operation  of  an  order 
at  (he  Mint  forbidding  less  sums  than  $100  to  be 
ceined  at  the  branches,  $80,000  of  that  $90,000 
would  have  been  coined  at  Dahlonega.  A>ld  thii; 
u>  what  it  did  coin,  ray  $126,000,  and  you  would 
have  had  over  $300,000  cnined  at  (hat  branch. 

As  to  the  product  of  gold  and  its  prosp?c(8.  In 
1837,  the  year  before  tbeso  branches  were  in  ope- 
ration, the  talal  of  United  States  gold  was 
$383,000.  Since  that  lime  the  annual  average  has 
been  near  half  a  million.  And  at  Datilonega  in 
particular,  it  Is  decidedly  incrcitsing. 

Row,  sir,  I  hfg  to  eatimate  an  increase  for  the 
next  year,  foanded  on  the  presumption  that  Ihe 
banks  will  not  again  suspend,  for  if  they  do,  bul- 
lion will  be  shipped  as  exchanges  ii8e,iQs(ead  of  be- 


ing coined  at  home.  Here  is  the  estimate:  f  195, (WO 
present  product.  This  will  be  increased  39  pei* 
ceat  by  increase  of  labor,  new  developments,  and 
increased  facilit.es.  In  round  sum,  $31,000.  One 
half  of  what  went  to  Philadelpbia  to  be  coined 
will  be  coined  at  borne,  say  $45,000,  making  the 
total  coinage  at  Dahlonega  $301,000  in  the  year 
next  ensuing. 

This  is  liable  to  be  diminished  by  the  general  Or- 
der from  the'  principal  Mint,  and  die  liraiiation  of 
the  cnrreot  deposiie  at  Dahlon^a  to  be  osed  t* 
forward  the  operations  (here. 

Now,  sir,  in  the  failure  of  any  of  reasons  of  y oat 
policy,  or  with  no  disappointed  hopes,  it  remains  to 
see  who  will  abrogate  the  measure.  Tue  party 
which  adopted  it  cannot ;  and  those  who  have 
declined  to  support  it  haetofore,  I  presame,wiU  not 
now  do  it. 

If  it  should  be  done,  I  for  one  will  look  after  the 
gold  produced  in  Qcoigia,  till  it  finds  its  stop- 
ping place  in  the  vaults  of  a  United  States 
Bank;  and  I  will  then  leckon  up  the  cost  of  putting 
and  keeping  it  th>re,  and  call  on  lome  one  to 
(ell  me  who  pays  the  cost  and  who  divides  the  profits. 

About  the  same  time  too,  if  in  life,  I  will  watch 
the  couise  our  cotton  will  rake,  and  inquire  into 
the  resnlis  which  therebv  will  fall  on  the  planter* 
as  well  as  the  reasons  that  will  have  governed  its 
codrse  in  trade. 

After  some,  explanations  from  Mr.  TILLINO- 
HAST, 

Mr.  STANLY  made  some  brief  remarks,  and 
concluded  by  sending  an  amendment  to  the  desk, 
which  amendment  the  Cniia  decided  vras  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  GRAVES  followed,  and  also  made  some 
brief  remarks. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  after  soma  observations  in  rela- 
tion to  Ihe  wide  latitude  the  debate  had  taken,  op- 
posed the  proposition  to  strike  out  (he  appropriatioa 
for  branch  wints,  and  exposed  the  fallacy  of  the  ar- 
guments ujged  in  favor  of  it.  It  had  been  said 
(hat  these  branch  mints  did  not  pay  their  ezpen^; 
but  would  gentlemen  of  the  North  say  that  theic 
nuoierous  custom  houses  and  ports  of  entry  paid 
their  expenses?  No,  they  could  not.  But  thecos- 
tom  houses,  like  the  branch  mints,  were  erected  for 
the  eonvenimee  of  the  conutry,  and  »ot  solely  in 
consideration  of  dollars  and  cents.  Mr.  D.  went 
on  to  shour  that  the  tame  arguoient  would  apply  to 
post  offices  and  other  institutions,  established,  not 
for  profit,  but  for  the  convenience  of  the  people. 
In  conclusion  be  submitted  to  bis  friends  all  round 
whether  they  thought  steam  enough  had  not  been 
let  off,  and  whether  ihey  had  not  better  take  the 
question  ht  once. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  made  an  explanation  as 
to  the  vote  he  should  give.  He  considered  that 
Congress  ought  not  to  scatter  the  iostilntions  for 
coining  money  all  over  the  Union,  merely  because 
it  had  the  power  to  do  it.  He  was  in  favor  of 
having  but  one  mint  for  coining  the  goldof  the 
conniry,  unless  that  gold  sboald  be  found  in'greater 
qaamity. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  GRAHAM,  (be 
question  on  striking  out  the  clause  io  question  was 
taken  by  (ellcts,  and  decided  in  the  negative— Ayes 
53,  uoes  73. 

So  the  amendment  was  rtjected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ANDREWS,  Ihe  coqmiUie 
then  rose  and  reported  progre^S9. 

The  House  then  adjoarned. 

IN  SENATE, 

Thdisdat,  February  18,  1841. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  the  following  reso- 
lution v,  paued  by  the  Legislatare  ot  tbe  State  of 
Miine;  which  were  read: 

RE«OLVEd  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  eURRBNCY. 

1.  Reitlvtd,  That  the  policy  of  this  country,  in 
public  and  private  financial  maiterr,  has  alwayii 
been  to'  mslnlain  a  mixed  money  of  paper  and 
metals,  (he  latter  farming  the  basis  of  tbe-  former; 
that  bank  paper,  convertible  into  specie  at  (he  plea- 
sure of  (he  holder,  is  a  safe  anil  convenient  cur- 
rency; and  any  change  of  policy  tending  to  substi- 
tute an  entire  metallic  currency,  would  be  injurioos 
in  its  effects,  and  impracticable  in  its  exeeation.    . 

3.  Retihed,  That  for  the  interest  of  the  whole  ooo^v 
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|&(uii(7,  as  well  as  for  the  porposfs  of  ihe  Trea- 
tory,  it  is  essential  ibii  the  natioa  should  poMes->  a 
vamaej  of  nniform  valne,  ■  credit  and  nse, 
where rer  it  may  circulate;  that  the  CoostiititioD  has 
entrusted  Cod* ress  exclusively  with  the  power  of 
creaiiag  and  regulating  a  currency  of  this  deeerip- 
tion;  and  that  mea^nres  should  be  talcen  by  Con- 
gress in  ezccnr.en  of  ibis  power,  to  relieve  tbe 
oouDtry  from  tbe  evils  and  embarraisDaents  of  the 
present  deranged  condition  of  the  currency,  by  es- 
tablishing one  equally  utefnl  to  tbe  people  and  to 
the  Government,  and  efuBirorm  value  and  eredlt 
in  every  Stale  in  tbe  Union. 

3.  SttoUtit  That  the  adt  of  Congress  in  relation 
lo  tbe  coUection,  heeping,  and  disbursement  of  the 
pqblic  money,  approved  on  tbe  fourth  day  of  July 
fast,  commonly  denominated  tbe  Independent  or 
Sttb-Treasnry  act,  was  uncalled  for  by  the  people, 
and  is^gamst  the  genius  of  our  free  inytitniions, 
tending  to  substitute  a  mrtatlic  for  our  present  mixed 
currency,  and  ought  fonhwilh  td  be  repealed. 

4.  UueUti,  That  if  the  alternative  is  necessarily 
presented  of  a  National  Bank,  with  all  tbe  rcstrie- 
iions  that  a  people  jealous  of  their  liberties  would 
require  in  such  an  institution,  and -the  existing 
Sub-Tressnry  system,  we  are  in  favor  of  tbe  for- 
mer, and  opposed  to  the  Utter. 

5.  Rt>»h)ti,  That  we  deprecate  a  national  debt, 
and  dirrct  taxation  .in  time  of  peace,  to  provide 
'OMaiis  to  defray  the  ordinary  expendilnres  of  the 
General  Oovemmeni;  that  there  should  be  a  revi- 

'  rion  and  adjustment  of  the  taritT,  so  as  at  once  to 
fomish  a  revenue  equal  to  tbe  necessary  ezpendi- 
fores,  and  to  encourage  and  protect  American  in- 
dostiy. 

6.  Uatlotd,  That  a  bill  providing  for  a  just  and 
equal  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
limds  among  the  several  States,  commends  itself  th 
our  consideration  as  an  act  of  justice  due  alike  to 
all,  and  ousht  in  pass  into  a  taw. 

7.  fittolsid.  That  Ihe  Hon.  Bcdvl  WiLLiitn, 

Srevious  to  his  election  to  the  Senate  of  tbe  United 
Itaies,  having  declared  and'pnbliabed  that  it  is  tbe 
duty  of  tbe  elec^d  to  carry  into  edect  the  wilt  of 
his  constituents,  if  he  is  instructed  what  that  will 
is,  or  resign  his  trust,  we,  therefore,  hereby  imtruet 
kirn  that  tbe  foregoing  resolutions  express  the  will 
ofhiscnnstiments. 

8-  J{eMli)e(i,That  our  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  be  requested  to  vote  for  any  bill 
or  proposition  now  before  Congress  calculated  lo 
carry  into  rffcci  the  principles  contained  in  the 
foresoin7  resolutions,  and  to  introduce  and  .■-uppoit 
such  measures  as  tba'l  accomplish  ihe.same  objec', 
if  not  now  before  Congres;. 

9.  Reuhti,  That  the  Qovemor  be  reqnestcd  to 
tiaaaiaii  a  copy  of  tbe  foregoinc  rexilmloDs  to  each 
of  our  Senators  and  Represtntaiivcs  in  Congress 
from  this  Stale. 

The  resolut'ons  were  then,  «n  motion  by  Mr. 
WILLIAMS,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  U>  be 
printed. 

Mr.  MOUTON  presented  a  memorial  of  Kohn, 
Daron  and  Company,  praying  that  the  duly  on 
certain  rilks  may  be  refunded;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented,  at  ihe  rrquest  of  the 
Delegate  from  Iowa,  a  preamble  and  resolations 
unanimously  adopted  by  citizens  of  the  county  of 
Dubuque,  claiming  a  right  of  pre-emption  denied 
them  by  tbe  Commissioner  t>{  tbe  (Jeneral  Land 
Office;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commiitse  on  ibe 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  B.  alio  presented  a  memorial  from  Oen.T. 
8.  lesup,  staling  that,  by  an  error  in  the  print'Bg 
of  a  certain  document,  much  injury  bad  been  done 
him,  and  praying  such  redress  as  Congresji,  in  its 
wisdom,  nay  think  proper  to  accord;  which  was 
nfened  to  t*>e  ComniUee  on  Military  Affaiis. 

Mr.  MOUTO.N,  from  the  Committee  en  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  B 
Genoa,  enbmiiKd  a  report  aecompanied  by  a  bill 
to  aathorise  tbe  Secretary  of  War  to  cause  experi- 
Benta  to  be  made  in  a  system  ef  telegraphs;  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reining,  and  tbe 
report  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  resolution  snbmiued  on  Tuesday  by  Mr. 
KoKTBU,  to  admit  ladies  to  the  privileged  seats  on 


the  floor  of  the  Scnat;,  was  laid  oa  the  table — Ayes 
31,  noes  33. 

The  resolution  submitted  on  Torsday  by  Mr. 
HoBBiaD,  relative  to  the  election  of  Primer,  was 
Ukeil  op,  and  Mr.  HUBBARD  briefly  gave  the 
reasons  for  its  adoption. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  Ihonght  the  Congress  lo 
come  into  existence  after  the  4th  of  March  nest, 
would  be  as  competent  to  elect  a  printer  for  iiself 
as  tbe  present  body  was  to  electa  printer  for  it.  But 
as  the  ostensible  object  was  lo  carry  out  what  was 
sapposed  to  be  a  compulsory  and  obligatory  act  of 
Congress,  he  ihonght  it  became  ni>cessary  to  con- 
sider what  that  act  was,  and  tbe  practice  of  this 
and  the  ether  branch  of  Congress  under  it.  The 
act  was  in  tbe  form  of  a  joint  resolution  of  the 
two  Houses,  which,  sinetioned  by  the  President, 
bad  the  force  of  law.  He  then  quoted  the  origi- 
nal resolution  of  1819,  and  traced  the  action  of 
Congress  under  it  to  the  present  time,  and  showed 
that  in  the  Senate,  in  evrry  instance,  the  printer 
had  been  elected  at  Jhe  close  of  the  preceding  ^es- 
.-(ion;  and  in  the  House  thr  same  course  had  been 
followed  until  1833,  when  amolion  was  made  in  the 
House  of  Repre^ntatives  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and 
next  to  ponpone  it;  and  sabsrqnmtly  ii  was  treated 
at  a  dead  letter,  by  ihe  House,  for  it  refused  tn  be  go- 
verned by  it  And  now  tbera  were  three  things  thai 
were  worthy  of  consideration:  First,  was  Ihe  resolu- 
tion compnisoryl  If  that  question  were  anwwered  in 
ibe  neeatitre,  the  next  quesuon  wap,  was  it  necessary 
now  10  appoint  a  printer;  and  if  not,  was  it  expe- 
dient to  do  to}  The  resolution  was  ori^tinalty  in- 
tended to  have  the  force  of  law,  and  it  was  intended 
with  ibis  object,  that  when  Congress  got  together 
it  should  have  the  means  of  causins  its  work  to  be 
done,  and  that  the  printer  should  have  aiuhority 
fer  doing  it.  The  law  then  was  intended  to  be  ob- 
ligatory; but  one  branch  of  Congress  bad  violated 
it,  and  now  they  were  not  bound  to  act  under  it;  in 
bis  judgment  there  was  nothing  compuhnry  in  that 
law  as  it  stood,  with  the  practice  of  tbe  House  of 
Representatives  under  it.  And  if  not  compulsory, 
was  there  any  necessity  to  act  under  iti  There 
was  no  necessity,  for  they  had  a  printer  appointed 
for  tbe  period  intervening  between  this  day  and  Ihe 
4ih  of  March;  and  it  was  known  that  Ihe  Senate 
would  mett  on  that  day,  when  such  provi.sioo  could 
be  made  as  the  Senate  might  deem  reqoijiie.  Was 
it  then  expedieml  Onthe4'b  of  March  the  politi- 
cal complexion  of  that  bidy  would  be  changed, 
and  if  tbe  Senate,  in  a  fortnight  from  this  date, 
should  reverse  the  set  of  th°  present  Senate,  if  this 
resolution  sbunid  be  acted  upon,  by  the  exercise  of 
its  constitutional  rutht  in  the  appointment  of  a 
printer  for  itself,  there  would  be  raised  a  cry  of 
proscription,  and  a  demand  would  be  made  fer 
compeatation  for  the  lass  of  the  appointment. 
Now,  he,  for  one,  aid  he  spoke  only  for  one, 
should  not,  at  any  future  period,  consider  this 
election  (if  an  election  should  take  place,) 
as  inier/ering  with  the  appoiatmeat  of  one 
by  tbe  next  Senate,  and  be  hoped  one  of  the  first 
acts  of  that  body  would  be  lo  reinstate  itself  in  its 
constitutional  rif-hts,  and  appoint  a  printer  for 
itself.  He  should,  thereforr,  move  that  the  consi- 
deration of  this  resolution  be  postponed  until  the 
4th  of  March  next. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  desire.)  to  answer  the  objections 
of  tbe  Senator  from  Connecticut,  who  had  occupied 
Ihe  prinoipal  part  of  the  morning  hour  in  mak- 
ing his  objections  known,  bat.  in  jastice  to  the  Se- 
nator from  Missouri  (Mr.  BkntonJ  who  intended 
to  address  the  Senate  on  tbe  Bankrupt  bill,  hi; 
could  not  now  have  the  opportunity  tn  do  so.  It 
was,  however,  his  intention  to  lake  an  early  oppor- 
tunity to  answer  tbe  honorable  Senator  fully,  and, 
therefore,  he  ^hoQM  nor?  ask  the  Senate  to  nU^k' 
out  the  word  "Thursday,"  tbe  day  on  which  he 
had  proposed  that  the  election  should  take  place, 
leaving  the  blank  to  be  fillel  up  hereafter,  for  he 
apprehended  they  were  to  have  a  long  itebate  upon 
tbe  resolation,  and  next  to  lay  the  reso'ntion  on  the 
table,  which  ha  promised  he  would  call  upon  again 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  con.euired,  and  then  proceeded  with 
Ihe  debate  on 

THE  BANKRUPt  BILL. 

Mr.  BENION  being  iniiiled  to  the  floor,  ad- 


dre!>«ed  the  Senate  fr.r  two  hours  in  faVor  ef  Um 
prnpoeitioit-to  include  basking  institutions  wiiUa 
Ihe  operaiioa  of  a  bankrupt  Uw. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  next  rose,  aad  laid  ha 
proposed  to  make  a  few  remaikt,  bnt,  at  lb*  no 
quest  of  Mr.  MANGUM,  gave  way  to  a  prepoii> 
lion  for  aa  adjournment, 

And  the  SeBaie  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  RBPRE8SNTATIVB8, 
TbuRSDAT,  FVbtuat7  18, 1841. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIBS,  of  Peaaaylvaata,  it 

was  ordered  that  hencefertb  the  House  will  take 
a  daily  recess  from  half-past  tiM  lo  foar  e'cloek, 
p.  m. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  moved  to  suspend  tha 
rnlcf,  and  that  the  Honte  resolve  itself  into  Gom- 
miitee  of  ihe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uniaa,  with 
a  vi*w  to  proceed  with  tbe  coosideratien  of  fte  bM 
making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year 
1841. 

Mr.  STANLY  requested  Mr.  Jokcsio  give  wa)r> 
to  enable  him  to  offer  the  following  amendment, 
moved  by  him  on  yesterday: 

"Jnd  be  it  fwrihtr  cnncterf,  That  the  Seerstary  of 
the  Treasury  be  directej  to  iasiiiute  an  inqniry  into 
the  oprratioos  of  tbe  branch  mints  at  Charlott*, 
Dahlonega,  and  New  Orleans,  and  to  inform  the 
Hoose  of  ^presinlatives,  early  in  the  moaik  al 
December  next,  whether  these  mints  have  amtwrnwd 
the  purpose  of  iheir  creation;  what  amoaai  of  goU 
and  silver  bssbeencoinedateachof  ibesebrandbca. 
And  the  said  Secretary  is  further  directed  to  lafiicaa 
Ibis  House  whether  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia  n  bm 
competent  to  do  all  the  ooinaae  oeoessary  for  ite 
purposes  of  the  country;  and  whether  future  opcr*- 
lions  at  the  branch  mints  may  not  be  disptased 
with,  without  injury  to  tbe  public  service.  And 
also,  whether  it  be  not  practicable  to  dtspo^e  of  th« 
present  cosily  buildings  and  macfainery,  without 
any  considerable  loss  to  the  Govemmeai.  Aad  it 
shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  oomwaai 
cate  such  other  and  farther  tnfermation  in  relMfon 
to  the  braaeb  mints  as  may,  in  his  opiniea,  Mid  t* 
enllghtea  Congress  in  deciding  Ihe  qnestiaaof  theip 
cootinnance  er  disoontiniMoee." 

Mr.  JONES  said  tbe  proposition  of  the  hoMfm> 
ble  member  ha4  been  decided  by  the  Chair  to  be 
out  of  order,  when  offered  by  him  as  aa  aoMad- 
ment  to  the  biM,  and  that  it  must  have  been  ebrioas 
at  the  time,  that  in  addition  lo  tbe  fact  that  it  was 
out  of  order,  aenllemen  were  preparing  lo  debate  sl| 
and  thai  at  tfais  late  peril  d  of  tbesessioa,  with  moat 
of  the  appropria'ion  bills  to  act  on,  hecoaki  not 
eoo'cnt  that  any  business  should  take  preesdanoa  «( 
those  bills. 

The  Housn  ihea  resolved  itsself  into  a  CoainiU* 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  Union,  (Mr.  Bau> 
in  tbe  chair,)  and  resumed  the  eonsideratloa  of  Am 

CIVIL  A.ND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  GREEN,  after  some  remarks,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  following  item: 

"For  compensaiirn  to  the  officers  and  clerk  of 
the  branch  mint  at  Dahlonrgs,  Georgia,  six  tboiH 
sand  dollars." 

Mr.  ALFORD  oppoied  the  motion.  It  seemed 
to  him  suicidal.  He  hoped  gentlemen  wouU  not 
urge  their  persecuting  measures;  for,  if  the  mint 
$hoold  be  continued,  in  place  of  British  gold,  we 
should  have  American  gold.  The  internal  re> 
sources  of  Georgia  had  begun  to  be  developed  Iqr 
tbe  operation  of  the  Goveromeat;  and  he  hoped 
ihry  would  not  be  nipped  in  the  bud.  He  there* 
t*n  truBied  that  the  gentleman  from  Keatacky 
[Mr.  GacKs]  would  withdraw  bis  motion. 

Af^ter  some  explanatibus  by  Messrs.  NBGOBIT, 
ALFORD,  and  COOPER, 

Mr.  BLACK,  haviag  been  detained  fnm  his  swt 
by  indisposition  at  the  time  Mr.  Nksbit  said  We 
speech,  asked  leave  now  to  propoand  a  qaestiea 
to  his  honorable  colleague.  Has  he  said,  (riMsrhsd 
Mr.  B  )  directly  or  indirectly,  tbat  I  have  m«rep»»> 
seated  him  in  fact  or  in  substance,  in  my  piiMei 
speech,  publi.-hed  in  the  Globe  in  reply  to  the  spseck 
he  had  delivered  on  the  Treasury  note  biM 

Mr.  NE3BIT  replied,  that  if  bis  eolleagaa  hs4 
been  in  h's  seat,  where  he  ought  to  have  Imcb,  b« 
wouly  have  beard  what  be  did  say.    He  Iwd  sMd 
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that  >hc  gemlemau^  spetch  was  calcalaied  to  mis- 
lead public  opinioa  as  io  what  he  (Mr.  N.)  had  . 
Mid,  and  ai  lobis  posiiion  oo  ihe  larilf  qaesiion. 
Mr.  BltilCK  denied  that  he  bad  done  his«Dl- 
leagueany  iajubtice.  He  had  ia$erted  is  his  speech 
a  wriitM  eiplaoa'ion  handed  him  by  that  gentle- 
man  as  to  his  coarse,  and  then  had  shown  thfti,  in 
his  opinion,  the  oiea^ares  adroca  ed  by  his  col- 
Jkagae  (^iJ  nnt  comport  with  his  profeisons.  Be- 
side?, Mr.  Nit^BiT'd  speech  i>  not  pri»Ud  at  it  was 
dtUvertd. .  He  had  omitted  to  print  many  ma'erial 
things  that  he  ntilered  on  the  floor,  and  one  cf  the 
mnst  materiai  of  them  wac,  that  there  was  a  change 
of  opinion  in  the  Stale  cf  Georgia  relative  to  the 
tariff',  which  he  ailribo'ed  to  "the  evtnii  of  ihs  lait 
tunnur."  I  atsert  that  he  did  utter  thcae  identical 
words;  dud  I  now  aslc  him,  distinctly,  whethsr  he 
does  or  does-  not  deny  that  he  nsed  these  wotdt?  < 
Mr.  NB3BIT  said,  he  vrould  not  labmit  to  any 
farther  p^techisiii. 

Mr.  BLACK.  So  far  from  misreprescntirgbim, 
I  have  traiy  sia'ed  him  in  all  essential  panicniars; 
and  BO  man  can  say  that  the  printed  speech,  bad 
as  it  if,  IS  the  speech  wifich  was  delivered  here. 
'To  the  spoken  spiech  I  replied,  and  I  deny  that  I 
'  have  doae  him  any  injnstice. 

Mr.STEENRODthen  addressfd  the  eommitlee. 
'He  aUoded  ro  the  fairne^  and  liberality  «f  Ihe 
'  Chair  in  cmidacliDg  the  deba'e;  and  also  to  the 
parly  excitement  which  existed  dnrng  the  late 
Presidentiat  canvass.  H«  had  hoped,  now  that  Ihe 
election  was  over,  and  the  exeitement  had  subsided, 
Aat  certain  geotlenim  w«ald  have  eome  tu  Coo- 
grers  to  carry  eat  the  principles  of  economy  and 
reform  to  which  they  had  profewed  tnch  ardent 
attachment  brfore  the  people ;  bat  he  dsubled 
whether  these  professions  of  economy  and  lefoim 
'  eorresponded  with  the  principles  whidi  the  same 
gentleinan  here  sustained. 

Mr.  8.  then  adviTed  to  the  several  propositions, 
1.  Fur  an  extra  session  of  Congress;  3.  The  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
tandBamong  the  States;  and  3.  An  iherrase  of  the 
eTpeodilnres  for  the  public  Bcrriee:  and  said  he 
'  deemed  thete  propositions  as  questionable  eco- 
nomy. 

Mr.  S.  ;h^n  stated  the  policy  of  the  Oov  -nment 
to  be  a  reduced  revenue  and  a  limtted  ezpendi- 
lure,  and  demonstrated  that  this  was  the  policy 
establit-h^d  undrr  the  preceding  and  present  Admi- 
-  ni^ra'ion",  and  referred  to  the  compromise  act  of 
18J3.  and  the  distribution  act  of  1836,  as  eMablish- 
ing  this  policy.  He  also  re'erred  to  the  high  con- 
aideraiion  given  to  those  act)  by  the  country,  as 
well  as  by  the  representatives  of  the  people.  Al- 
'  Ihomjb  gentlemen  had  avowed  their  disposition  to 
adhere  tu  this  policy,  (saii  Mr.  S)  stili  the  princi- 
ples they  contend  for  ate  calculated  tn  undermine  it. 
Mr.  S.  ihenadveried  to  the  oft  repeated  e'larges 
•gainst  the  past  -and  pre;cnt  Administration's  of 
neglecliog  the  public  service— Ihe  army,  Ihe  navy, 
fi*r  iftcalioos,  &e. — and  showed,  by  a  reference  to 
doeumrnt',  that  a  liberal  policy  had  been  porsurd 
towards  tbof  e  iatereats;  that  the  vrsM!s  of  the  navy 
and  the  nxval  force  bad  been  nearly  doubled,  the 
naval  stoies  increa-ed,  the  apprentice  system  adopt- 
ed in  the  navy,  and  the  navy  yards  considerably 
improved.  Under  the  acts  of  1833,  1836.  and 
1838,  large  appiopriatioDs  had  beea  made  for  forti- 
fications, and  for  '•reoting  new  furls  and  repairing 
old  ones. 

Mr.  S.  then  replied  t*  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Obivbs  in  lalation  to  th;  increase  of  the  linmber  of 
oflSeers  of  the  GkivemmeBt,  and  animadverted  in 
detail  npDD  the  subject,  showing  that  such  measure 
bad  been  rendered  necetsary  by  the  growing  neces- 
sities of  our  eitrnded  country. 

Mr.  S.  feared,  from  what  he  bad  recently  wit- 
ne<sed  in  the  House,  that  the  past  policv  wa*  to  be 
abandoned,  and  that  ihe  powers  of  the  (3ovemment 
were  t-i  be  increased  beyond  what  was  warranted 
by  Ike  Consiituiion;  and,  in  cottneciion  with  this 
tUbi<^t,  lefeired  to  the  disposiiinn  here  manifested 
tose'zeon  the  money  power,  the  taxing 'power, 
an  t  the  appoiniiog  power  of  the  Executive,  to  in- 
er>a3e  the  s-trenglhof  ihe  Oo7erament  beyond  what 
was  warranted  by  thi  Constitution. 

Mr.  8.  concluded  his  remarks  by  referring  to  hi* 
past  oppositioB  to  the  incoming  President,  and  his 


rraions  for  it;  and  expressed  the  fervent  hope  that 
Georral  Harrison  would  administer  the  Qovern- 
mrnt  in  accordance  with  its  past  policy. 

After  some  funher  remarks  by  Messrs.  GJIATES, 
WARREN,  and  COOPER  of  Georgia, 
And  it  BOW  being  half  past  two  o'clock, 
The  House,  in  pursuance  of  the  ofder  of  to- 
day, took  a  rece£«  until  four  o'clock. 


[Evamna  Ssssiov.] 

After  Ihe  rrcess, 

Mr.  WADDr  THOMPSON  bei'cg  entiUed  to 
the  floor,  but  declining  to  speak, 

The  qnestion  was  taken  oa  the  motion  of  Mr. 
OREGN  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  for  the 
branch  mint  in  Georgia,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
n-'gative. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSO.V,  the  bill 
was  amended,  by  the  insertion  of  an  item  appro- 
priating |3,000  for  carrying  into  eficct  tbe  act 
passed  on  the  8>h  instant,  making  temporary  pro- 
visions for  lunatics  in  the  District  of  Columb  a. 
Mr.  X.  explained  that  ttie  above  amendment  was 
necessary,  owing  to  tbe  bill  in  qaesiion  being  so 
vaguely  vorded,  that  it  could  not  be  carried  into 
clTfCi. 

Mr.  HUNT  mov«d  to  strike  oat  the  fbltowing 
proviso: 

Provided,  hoveeetr,  That  the  district  attorneys  of 
tbe  Uniicd  Staler,  in  and  for  the  s-veral  diitricis, 
the  clerki  and  marshals  respectively  of  the  same, 
shall  render  an  account  qaarter  yearly,  each  and 
every  year  hereafter,  to  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Tieasory,  of  all  fees,  emoluments,  and  receipts,  of 
every  name  snd  naiiue  whatever  by  ihem  re;peb- 
lively  receiver),  by  virtue  of  tbcir  said  officfs;  which 
account  shall  be  rendered  upon  cath  or  affirmation, 
and  shall  be  in  such  form,  and  supporud  by  sncb 
prrofs  as  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasury,  in  his 
judgment,  may  prescribe  for  the  purpose  of  ca- 
foicing  the  pruvisoei  hereinafter  named,  ihat  is  to 
lay:  If  it  shall  appear  that  the  salaries,  t«ta,  emo- 
suments,  receipts,  and  earnings,  of  any  of  the  said 

attcmeys,  shall  exceed  the  sum  of doUais, 

then  such  attorneys  shall  pay  such  excess  into  the 
Tressucy  of  the  United  Stales  for  general  purposes 
of  the  Government;  and  if  the  salaries,  fees,  emo- 
Inmects,  or  earnings,  of  any  of  said  clerks,  shall 

exceed dollar.',  tfcen  the  excets  shall,  in 

Idte  manner,  be  paid  into  tbe  Treasury  fur  the 
purposes  aforeeaid;  and  if  tfae  salaries,  earning::, 
fees,  and  emoluments,  of  any  of  the  (aid  mvshals, 

shall  exceed  the  sum  of dollars,  then  such 

excess  shall  alro  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  for  pur- 
poses aforesaid. 

Mr.  HUNT  said  be  intendednin  good  faitb, 
to  carry  out  a  system  of  retrenchmeb  aad  reform, 
but  it  would  be  a  system  to  benefit  t  e  people  \nd 
lighten  their  hardens.  This  proviso  proposed  no 
such  relief,-  but  to  leave  the  fees  as  high  and  oner- 
ous as  ever,  taking  to  tbe  Government  ibe  la.iger 
portion  of  them  to  replenish  its  bankrupt  and  ex- 
hausted Treasury.  It  proposed  taxing  the  poor 
and  unfortunate,  those  least  able  to  bear  burdens 
for  its  own  support.  The  true  remedy  was  a  fee 
bill  properly  framed,  and  if  no  one  else  would 
bring  forward  such  a  bill,  he  would  himself  move 
in  the  subject  at  ihe  eatliest  opportnaiiy  which  pro- 
mised any  action. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  said,  b«  had  no  desire 
to  resort  to  any  measure  by  which  the  officers  of 
Government  thouid  not  receive  a  full  equivalent 
for  servicer  performed.  But  he  was  not  aware, 
until  an  advanced  peribd  of  the  last  session,  ihat 
the  emoluments  of  these  oSicjrs  were  a  lentti  part 
of  what  they  really  were.  It  was  not  the  inieation 
of  the  committee  to  interfere  with  the  regular  sala- 
ties  awarded  to  these  nfficers  by  law,  but  merely  to 
limit  tbe  amdont  received  in  ibe  shape  of  perqui- 
sites. 

Mr.  J.  proceeded  t«  say  ikat,  fiom  a  statement  of 
facts  prestntrd  in  relation  to  the  fees  of  thoie  cffi- 
cers,  it  would  vppear  that  the  amount  received  by 
ihem  for  personal  services,  was  rnormous.  What 
would  the  Kentleman  ihli.k  of  a  singls  clerk,  in  the 
Southern  District  of  New  York,  receiving  fees,  io 
the  course  of  one  year,  to  the  amount  of  above 
nitutttn  Ihotuand  dMtnt  What  would  he  think  of 
a  District  Ajtlotaey,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  re- 


ceiving above  taenlydsht  tkmuand  ioUqri  per  u* 
nam  io  the  shape  ol  feect  AUo^  of  a  certain  mar- 
shal of  a  District  in  Mississippi,  rccMving  t>gf^' 
cecen  Ihtmimd  dollars  per  annum  and  upnhrdst  *  . 

Shall  I  be  told  by  the  geniltmen  from  New  Tork, 
said.  Mr.  J.  that  he  ia  anxious  for  retreschmenl  ind 
raform,  and  yet  be  told  ihat  ilus  sys'em  does  not  n* 
quire  ihe  pruning  koife7 

Mr.  BROWN  of  Mitai!>sippi  objected  to  Vti  eea^ 
stilnents  being  relieved  from  the  extortionate  feev 
of  the  marshal  in  any  luoh  way  as  that  proposed 
io  the  bill.  For  iiwtead  of  relienriBg  the  aniiontt- 
Bate  debtors,  it  would  be  merely  pUeiog  tbe  £s«i 
in  the  public  Treasury,  instead  of  leaving  them  .in 
the  bands  of  the  marshal.  He  witbad  the  fees  m> 
dueed  so  that  tbe  poor  debtors,  and  Ri)t  the  Oor«ni> 
meni,  shnn  d  have  Ibe  benefit  of  the  reduction. 

Mr.  EVANS  cootAded  that  the  proviso  could 
not  be  properly  admitted  into  the  bill  before  the 
commitiee,  and  when  a  proposition  should  be  made 
for  filling  up  the  blanks,  he  would  make  that  as  a 
point  of  order.  He  then  endeavored  to  diow  that 
the  fees  did  not  amount  to  so  much  as  was  st^p- 
po<«d,  there  being  many  deductions,  etc. 

After  Fone  remarks  from  Mr.  BRIGGS,  lit 
which  he  urged  the  impropriety  of  atteaptiiig  to 
act  on  so  intricate  a  subject  at  this  late  period  o^ 
the  session, 

Mr.  STANLY  took  ihe  floor,  and  moved  to 
strike  out  ihe  enacting  elanse  of  the  bill;  which 
moiioa  took  preoedenee  of  the  mottoit  pi«vk>asly 
pending. 

Mr.  8.  after  advocating  at  some  lengtli  the  &•• 
eeFsity  for  a  National  Bank,  a  duty  on  wines  and 
sillis,  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pnblio 
bnds,  dkc.  spoke  in  re'atioa  to  the  fourth  mstaU 
meni,  and  said  that  it  ought  Io  be  pa'd  to  theSiaie«« 
for  they  were  undoubtedly  entitled  to  tt. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  con«idered  himself 
under  no  obi>g«iio»  to  vote  to  pay  the  fourh  w* 
sialment  He  had  voted  for  the  Ja«  alluded  to,  m 
a  dtpoii'i  act  only. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  U  was  a  deposiie  «et  on  its 
face. 

Mr.  STANLY  replied  that  it  was  a  distribation 
bill,  potwithstaoding  it  was  entitled  "An  act  to  r»> . 
gulate  the  public  depositee;"  and  it  was  so  called  to 
avoid  Old  Hickorv  's  veto  upon  it. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that,  according  to  his 
recollection — fur  he  was  in  Congress  when  the  act 
was  passed — it  was  modified  expre.^ly  to  meet  ths 
views  of  General  Jackson.  Its  character  was  a 
distribution  bill,  but  the  b'll  nnderweot  a  modifira* 
lion  so  as  to  avoid  the  Presid«ift's  veto.  Mr.  U. 
remarked  that  he  bad  voted  for  it  as  a  di/itrikMt» 
Ml. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  tbeccntleman  wasiikiatakeii. 
The  bill  was  on'y  so  modified  as  to  give  the  Secre- 
tairy  of  the  Treasury  the  power  to  recall  fronpi  the 
States  rach  rateable  proporions  of  the  deposites  as 
might  be  required  by  the  necessities  of  the  Tiea> 
snry. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  then  alluded  to  Ihe  ongia 
of  the  biH;  and  said  that  it  was  discuFsed  in  the  met* 
to  which  be  at  that  lime  belonged,  and  every  men^ 
ber  of  it  was  of  tbe  opinion  that  it  wa°,  6«iiajU<,  a 
depoutt  bill.  Such  was  the  intention  of  the  aaihor 
ot  the  measure;  and  Mr.  T.  could  not  have  voted 
for  i(4iDder  any  other  ciienms'ances. 

Mr.  STANLY  having  concluded  his  remarks, 
Toe  committee  role,  reported  progress,  aad  aiJted 
leave  toiit  asain. 

Mr.  EASTMAN  then  moved  that  the  Honse 
again  resolve  itself  into  a  commitiee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  ihe  Uuioq,  on  the  "bill  to  extend  for 
five  years  the  act,  approved  July  7, 1838,  giaaiing 
half  pay  and  pensions  to  widiw;." 
And  pending  lb*  motion, 
Oa  motion  of  Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS,  at  9  oV^eck, 
p.  m. 
The  Hdose  adjoorntd. 


IN  SENATE, 
Psidat,  February  19,  1841. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  to  the  Se- 
nate a  letter  from  tbe  honorable  John  Tyler,  Vlea 
President  of  the  United  Sutes  elect,  notifying  Ms  - 
rtceipt,  by  special  messenger,  of  tbe  official  notiS- 
cation  of  his  deotion;  which  was  read. 


y^  _  

Mi.  BtrCHANAN  presented  two  memorisls  at 
atteeiw  of  Penosjl<r«nU,  praying  the  imposilion  of 
Bd«ty  on  foreign  siUH;  whieh  .were  laid  on  the 
,   i»ble. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  resolutions  of  the 
LegisUtore  of  Deltiware  in  favor  of  an  alteration 
of  the  ConsiitntiOD,  so  as  to  make  tbe  Piesident  io- 
etigiUe  for  a  second  term;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  {i«m  the  Committee  on  Claim.*, 
to  which  was  referred  Ue  House  bill  making  far- 
ther appropiiation  for  the  parmeat  of  horses  lost  in 
the  mUttary  service  of  tbe  United  Stales,  repotted 
the  same  without  amendment 
■  Mr.  STOBQEON ,  from  the  Committee  on  Rc- 
▼olBtionarjr  Claims,  reporled  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
lames  MeCfory;  which  was  tead,  and  ordered  to 
a  seeond  heading. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  Samuel  R.  Slaymaber  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

ELECTION  OF  PRINTER. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  r^solation  to  elect  a  Public  Printer  for  the 
S7ih  Congress,  the  motion  pending  being  that  mads 
by  Mr.  HniiTiaaTOH  to  postpone  its  further  consi- 
deration nntil  the  4(h  of  March  next;  when 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  who  was  entitled  to  tbe  floor, 
addnssed  the  Senate  as  follows: 

Mr.  PsisiDeNT:  When  I  presented  the  resoln- 
tioB,  (now  before  the  Senate,)  merely  designating 
the  time  for  proceeding  to  the  eloetion  of  a  Pa  bite 
Printer,  little  indeed  did  I  snppose  that  it  would 
meet  with  any  opposition.  I  knew  well  the  exist- 
ing staiQtory  provisien  upon  the  subject.  I  knew 
well  whathad  been  the  uniform,  the  inrariable, 

fractiee  of  this  body  wiih  reference  to  this  matter, 
knew  well  the  history  connected  with  ibe  intro- 
dnielioB  and  the  passage  of  the  resolution  of 
March  1819;  and,  wiih  a  knowledge  of  these 
facts,  1  could  not  have  anticipated  the  slightest  ob- 
jection to  the  a4opiion  of  the  resolniion  now  before 
ns:  hot  so  it  is.  The  Senator  from  Connecjieut, 
at  this  late  day,  interposes  his  objections  to  the 
Senate  proceeding  to  the  election.  He  dentrs  that 
(he  joint  resolutions  of  1819  and  of  1829  were  obli- 
gatory In  their  diaracter,  or  were  in  accordance  with 
the  provision  of  the  Constitution  whieh  secures  to 
this  and  to  the  other  House  the  light  to  choose 
their  own  officers.  He  denies  that  there  is  any 
necessity,  or  that  ihere  would  be  any  ezpedtency, 
in  proceeding  to  the  election  at  this  lime.  I  pur- 
pose to  notice  these  objections.  The  Senator,  in 
ths  coarse  of  bis  remarks,  observed  that  tbe  Senate 
which  wetlld  assemble  here  on  the  fourth  of  March 
would  be  competent  to  elect  iheir  own  primer. 
And  has  that  fact  any  thing  to  do  with  the  ques- 
tionl  Have  I  denied  the  competency  or  the  abili- 
ty of  that  Senate?  Have  I  a  tered  one  word 
in  disparagement  of  that  bodjf  No,  sir.  And 
why  tbe  Senator  has  alluded  to  that  matter 
1  am  nnable  to  comprehend.  If  the  obligation 
rests  iq>on  this  Senate,  under  the  resolutions  of 
1819  and  1899,  to  elect  a  Printer  to  execute  the 
paUie  printing  for  the  next  Congress,  we  shoal  I 
not  hesitate  to  meet  and  to  perform-  the  obligation 

if  no  tnch  obligation  is  imposed  upon  n«,  the  next 

Senate  will  have  to  perform  that  duty.  The  Sena- 
tor remarked  that  the  mover  (alluding  t«  myself)  of 
the  resolatiofl  woald  not  be  a  rovmber  of  the  next 
Senate,  and  that  he  could  hare  no  particnlar  inte- 
eH  in  the  question:  whether  an  election  of  Printer 
were  to  take  place  now  or  then  most  be  matter  of 
no  moment  to  him.  Sir,  it  is  true  that  I  shall  not  be 
a  member  of  the  next  Senate;  and  why  the  Sena- 
tor from  Connecticut  has  taken  occasion  to  allude 
to  the  fact,  I  cannot  well  understand.  What 
earthly  connection  has  it  wiih  tbe  question  pending 
before  the  Senate!  If  the  Senator  suppuses  that  I 
have  brought  forward  this  resolution  for  the  pnr- 
pofe  of  enabling  me  to  gratify  any  feeling  of  re- 
sentment, he  is  utterly  mistaken.  He  is  little  ac- 
quainted with  me  if  be  thiiiks  thus.  I  covild  not 
be  controlled  by  any  considerations  of  that  sort. 
No,  «ir.  I  have  brought  forward  the  resolution 
because  I  regarded  it  as  ihe  imperative  duty  of  the 
Senate  under  the  laws  of  Congress  now  to  actupoq 
Ihe  snbjsct.;-to  elect  ^  Printer  before  ths  close  of  the 
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session  to  execute  the  public  printing  for  Ihe  next 
Contress. 

This,  and  this  alone,  hai  ioduced  me  to  offer  the 
resolution  before  us.  Those  charged  with  the 
execution  of  the  public  printing  at  this  time  aiid 
their  predecessors  have  alike,  since  I  bave  been  in 
Congress,  treated  me  with  civility.  I  bear  towards 
none  ot  them  any  ill  will  whatever.  The  Senator 
has  alluded  to  ihe  present  .slate  of  popular  iienti- 
ment,  and  said  that  it  would  be  an  outrage  upon  that 
feeling  to  have  a  Printer  for  the  Senate  whose  po- 
litical principles  were  not  in  accordance  with  those 
of  the  majority  of  the  body.  And  hence  he  infers 
that  no  election  should  be  made  until  tbe  orj^aniza- 
tion  of  Ihe  new  Senate.  My  answer  lo  lliis  is,  that 
we  are  bound  to  execute  tbe  law,  and  that  neither 
the  Senator  nor  myself  have  at  any  time  witnessed 
such  an  indication  of  popular  sentiment  as  would 
go  to  nullify  the  provisions  of  existing  statutes. 
True,  the  political  character  of  this  body  will  in  a 
short  time  be  changed,  and  those  now  in  the  mino- 
rity will  become  the  majoyiy  of  the  body.  True 
it  is  that  the  recent  election  of  tbe  country  has  put 
out  this,  and  will  put  in  another  Administration. 
But  does  it  follow  necessarily  that  hereafter  the 
law  is  to  be  abrogatedl  Is  that  to  be  the  policy  of 
the  coming-in  Administration^  Are  Ihe  clear  and 
positive  enactments  of  Congress  lo  be  put  at  deft- 
ancel  Is  there  hereafter  to  be  a  practical  dis- 
regard of  the  injunctions  of  statutory  law?  The 
Senator  is  doing  great  injustice  to  tbe  virtue 
and  intelligence  of  the  country  to  infer  from  the 
result  of  recent  elections  that  any  such  feeiiug  or 
sentiment  has  been  made  manifest.  Far  otherwise  the 
people  know  the  acts  and  enactments  of  Iheir  pub- 
lic servants..  They  know  their  tenor,  iheir  force. 
They  acknowledge  iheir  obligation,  and  submit  to 
their  direction.  They  wonld  nor,  if  they  could, 
make  tbe  slightest  movement  to  set  at  nought 
the  authority  of  Congress.  No,  sir,  there  has 
been  no  such  indication  of  pablic  sentiment; 
so  far  from  it,  the  predominant  feeling  run- 
ning through  this  country  is  rapeet  fir,  and 
tubnusrian  to,  pablic  law  and  to  public  autho- 
rity. The  Senator  has  said  that  he  did  not  regard 
the  resolutions  of  1819  and  of  1899  as  obligatory 
upon  him;  and  he  gave  notice  that  he  would  him- 
self, should  the  Stnate  now  proceed  to  an  elec- 
tion of  printer  under  those  resoluticns,  en  the  orga- 
nization of  the  new  Sena'r,  move  to  proceed  to  an 
election  in  total  dissegard  of  Ihe  present  proceed- 
ings. Sir,  let  it  be  done;  and  if  done  it  wilt  be 
done  upon  the  responsibility  of  tbe  Senator  and 
his  friends.  Let  it  be  done,  and  let  Ihe  country 
know  why  and  wherefore  it  was  done.  And,  sir, 
I  greatly  misjudge  if  the  Senator  would  not  find  an 
indication  of  popular  feeling,  as  the  effect  of  such 
a  proceedinr,  entirely  difierent  from  what  he  anti- 
cipates. No,  sir,  Ihe  Senator  will  not  aid  in  that 
act,  which,  if  done,  cannot  fail  to  call  down  upon 
i's  authors  popular  indignation.  I  think  the  Sena- 
tor will  take  no  part  in  any  such  proceeding. 

Mr.  Presideni:  It  may  be  well  for  us  to  look  into 
the  history  of  the  legislation  of  CongresQ  In  relation 
to  this  matter.  We  cannot  fail  to  receive  much 
valuable  information  from  such  a  reirotpect.  An- 
terior to  1819  there  was  no  Public  Printer  elected 
by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.,  The  printing  was 
done  by  contracts,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Senate  and  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House. 
These  contracts  were  almost  universally,  from  the 
commencement  of  tbe  Government  to  1819,  exe- 
cuted by  persons  who  were  the  lowest  bidders  for 
the  work.  The  persons  employed  were  the  mete 
agents  of  the  Houses  to  execute  the  printing  for 
Congress  in  accordance  with  their  bids,  and  nnder 
the  supervision  of  known  officers  of  Congress. 
it  may  be  said,  with  truth,  that  ai>terior  to  1819, 
the  public  printing  was  all  matter  of  contracL 
There  were,  then,  for ,  the  first  thirty  years  of  our 
existence  under  our  Constitution,  no  such  officers 
known  to  the  Oovernment  as  Public  Printers. 
During  that  time  ihe  Senate  had  its  Secretary, 
its  Sergeant-at-Arms,  its  Doorkeeper;  and  thr 
House  had  its  Spe.tker,  its  Seigeant-M-Arms,  and 
its  Doorkeepel — officers  known  and  acknowledged: 

Ibul  the  idea  of  a  Printer  to  execute  the  printing  of 
Congresi  being  an  officer  of  Congress,  was  never  en- 
tertained by  any  one  previotis  to  1819,  oor  snhsC' 


qientto  that  period  until  1S33  or  1835,asfar  asl  have 
tK'en  ab!e  to  ascertain  from  our  legislative  history. 
No,  sir— before  1819  they  were,  and  subsequent  to 
1819  they  should  be,  regarded  only  as  the  agents  of 
Congress,  to  execute,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of 
existing  law,  the  public  printing.  It  may  be  just  as 
well  said,  that  the  printer  employed  to  do  the  work 
for  any  branch  of  the  Etecuiive  Department  of 
our  Government  is  thereby  attached  to  and  made 
an  afficer  of  that  branch,  as  to  say  that  the  persoa 
employed  to  execute  tbe  printiag  of  the  legislative 
brapcb  of  the  Qovenment  is  an  officer  of  that 
branch. 

But,  sir,  what  was  the  necessity  for  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  1819 and  whence  did  it  originate?  On  the 

fourth  of  December,  1818,  Mr.  Wilson,  then  a 
member  of  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, introduced  into  the  Senate  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

^'Reaolved,  Th»t  a  Joint  cominlUM  of  ttie  two  Boom*  of 
Canznw  bt  appointed  lo  considar  and  report  wbathar  any, 
and  if  any,  whal  further  provisioiw  bjrlaw  are  nacaamT  lo 
itisurp  (Uspalchy  accuracy^  and  neatneat  in  ttia  printing  donft 
lij-  order  of  the  two  aoiuaa  reepeciiveir;  and  they  hare  laara 
to  report  by  bill." 

Tuts  resolution  passed  the  Senate,  and  was,  oa 
the  8th  of  the- same  month,  agieed  to  oii  the- part  of 
Ihe  House  with  an  amendment.  Previously  Con- 
gress had  experienced  much  embarrassment  in 
procuriag  the  printing  to  be  ezeenled.  It  was 
neither  dene  with  despatch,  with  neatnes8,«or  with 
accuracy;  and  the  history  of  the  times  shows  that 
there  was  great  complaint;  and  tbe  aelioa  of  the 
two  Houses  in  1819,  upon  the  reso'ution,  diows 
that  ihey  considered  it  necessary  and  proper  to 
make  a  change  in  the  mode  then  in  existence  for 
procuring  the  public  printing  to  be  done,  lliere 
was  then  no  doubt  expressed  as  to  the  power  of 
Congress  to  regulate  this  whole  nutter.  Tliere  was 
then  no  intimation  that,  by  ihe  adoption  of  soaw 
general  regulation  touching  this  subject.  Congress 
would  be  eocroachin;  upon  ths  rights  of  olbeis. 
There  was  then  no  optaion  avowed  that  one  Con- 
gress conid  not  prescribe  the  mode  and  manner  of 
executing  the  public  printing,  which  might  be  re- 
quired by  future  Congresses;  that  one  Coagren 
could  not  designate  and  appoint  a  printer  to  ese. 
cute  the  public  printiag,  agreeably  to  ihe''proTisioBs 
of  existing  law,  for  the  next  succeeding  Congress. 
These  mighty  di'uioveries  have  been  made  recently, 
in  more  modem  days.  The  committee  oa  Um  part 
of  ihe  Senate  to  consider  the  resolution  above  re- 
frrre  i  to,  consis'ed  of  the  mover,  Mr.  Wilson  of 
New  Jersey,  Mr.  Laeock  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Mr.  Bnrrill  of  Rhode  Island;  and  oa  Ike  part  ot 
the  House,  by  Mr.  Pitkin  of  Connectteat,  Mr. 
Rogers  ef  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Little  of  Mary- 
land. 

Tbe  character  of  that  joint  committee  is  a  snfi- 
cieni  guarantee  that  they  wouldnot  presume  to  rrport 
upon  a  subject  which  was  not  clearly  within  their 
jurisdiction.  -  The  distinguished  character  of  the 
chairman  on  the  part  of  the  House  mnst  be  knowa 
to  the  Senator  from  Connecticut.  And  I  wonld 
sooner  disiru&t  my  own  judgment,  than  for  a  mo- 
ment to  believe  that  sach  men  as  Pitkin  and  Bur-  - 
rill  would  recommend  tbe  adoption  of  a  meaaare 
unwarranted  by  the  Consiiiniion.  Sir,  such  an 
idea  would  have,  at  that  lime,  bi  en  treated  widi 
ridicule.  ■  It  would  bave  been  regarded  ai  prepos- 
terous, that  Congress  could  not,  by  law,  prescribe 
the  mode  of  executing  the  pablic  printing  to  b« 
done  thereafter,  and  the  prices  to  be  paid  therefor, 
and  that  they  could  not  have  appointed  an  agent  lo 
execute  that  wotk  for  the  ensuing  Congress.  Ji 
docs  not  seem,  even  at  Ibis  day,  to  be  qtestioned 
but  that  the  Congress  of  1819  had  the  power  to 
prescribe  ths  mode  and  manner  for  execa'ing  all 
the  public  printing,  and  for  fixing  the  rate  of  com- 
pensation; for  it  is  now  said  that,  although  all  this 
was  rightfully  done,- yet  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
that  Congress  to  appoint  an  agent— a  pnnter  for 
executing  the  printing  for  the  then  next  Congress; 
that  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  was  naanthorized 
by  the  Constitution,  and  in  violation  of  the  rigblf 
of  the  subsequent  Congress. 

Let  us  look  into  this  qacstion,  and  see  whether 
this  be  a  fair  and  legitimate  view  of  tbe  anbjecL 
The  joint  committee  of  Congress,  herein  bafore 
named,  snbmitled  the  followiiig  report: 

"ThM  regarding  tbe  subjMst  committed  lo  them  as  copQefted 
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wlihthe  conre[iieiif.e  of  the  members,  the  information  of  the 
comoiuaity,  theeconomj  oftime  and  money,  and  the  character 
afilMOoanlTy.ttier  li«T«gi7«>  it  ell  the  conddeniion  which 
iMr  oUm  eangeOMMa  permitted. 

"Under  all  circumitancee,  the  committee  have  deemed  it  their 
doty  to  recommend  ibai  atarifrofprleet  furevery  kind  of  print- 
lie  ruDirad  le  be  dooe  Ibr  CongnML  be  fixed  by  a  joinireajlu- 
CioB  ar  the  two  Uoium^  to  comiinie  in  force  for  two  years;  and 
tbat  belbre  the  close  of  the  present  session,  each  House  make 
choice  by  baRot  of  a  printer,  locxecuie  its  own  work  during  rhe 
iMztCongrea*.  The  pricasshould  be-adequale  to  the  employ- 
maat  ofaufficient  capital  and  workmen  to  perform  the  work  ex- 
IMdiiiomly,  and  toensareauch  care  and  auendon  asfthallgiveit 
such  a  degree  of  accuracy  und  elegance  as  stiall  not  dishonor  the 
liUfaMra  and  typography  of  the  coniitry.  With  former  con- 
tract* belore  ua,  and  witii  the  professional  knowledge  which 
may  be  called  in  aid,  n-^  difficulty  would  occur  in  forming  the 
urm^uded  to  on  pruiciplee  at  once  liberal  to  the  printer  and 
•dvaiUag«oua  to  CoofreeB;  and  in  the  selection  of  lis  printer, 
each  IIouM  wouM  doubde«  take  especial  care  to  choose  a  man 
of  capacity,  piobity,  and  respunetbility.  Inaiidition  to  the  bond 
■sdaecarity  to  be  requited  of  them  fui  ibe  faithful  performance 
of  their  obligatlmu,  a  proviaioo  nrigbt  be  added,  that  la  com  of 
ainy  unreaaonable  delay,  another  person  might  be  employed  to 
do  the  work  at  such  a  price  aa  the  Secretary  or  the  Clerk  might 
be  able  to  gat  it  done  ibr,  and  that  the  Pabltc  Printer  ahouid, 
n8p«£tlrely,  be  reapoaaible  Atr  any  ditference  betwcten  the  sum 
allonred  tbam,  and  tbat  which  it  might  be  necessary  to  give 
hkD.» 

Here,  then,  we  bave  the  report  of  this  commit- 
tee; and  there  is  no  escape  from  it — there  is  no 
cfaaoce  for  ca?il  or  for  misrep.'-eieotatioo.  They 
distinctly  recommend  in  their  report  that  each 
HoDse,  before  the  close  of  ike  present  session, 
(1819,)  make  choice  by  ballot  of  a  Printer  to  ez- 
eeate  its  own  worlc  daring  the  next  Cbsgress. 

They  regard,  in  their  report,  most  clearly,  is  they 
veil  might,  the  Pobiic  Pnnteras  the  mere  mecha- 
nical insiioment  to  ezecate  the  public  prlaiing  for 
Congress  agreeably  to  ihe  mode  which  shoald  be 
directed  by  law.  In  perfect  accordance  with  the 
spirit  and  letter  of  the  report,  the  joiat  resolution  of 
March,  1819,  was  introdoced,  and,  after  debate, 
adopted — ai  resolution  not  merely  of  the  Senate,  but 
a  resolntion  which  was  passed  with  all  the  forms 
and  sanctions  of  law.  It  passed  the  Senate,  it 
passed  the  Honse,  and  was  approved  by  the  Presi- 
ilenl;  and  nnless  it  ^as  in  violation  of  the  Const! - 
tation,  it  was  as  binding,  as  obligatory  apon  sab- 
seqnant  Congresses  as  any  act  npon  the  siatate 
book.  So  lottg  as  it  eristed  as  the  law  of  the  land, 
so  long  was  it  to  be  respected  and  observed.  And 
what  was  this  lesolaiion,  which  is  now  discorered 
to  hav^  been  passed  in  disregard  of  the  Constitn- 
lion,  and  is  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  succeed- 
ing Congress?  As  I  have  befori^  said,  the  resolu- 
tion Which  was  adopted  March  3,  1819,  contained 
provisions  directing  the  mode  and  manner  of  exe- 
cating  the  pnblic  printing,  and  fixed  the  compensa- 
tioB  to  be  paid  thertfor,  and  tbat  part  of  the  j(iint 
resolation  is  now  considered  as  obligatory.  I  h.\v« 
omitted  to  extract  all  that  part  of  the  resolution, 
and  have  only  subjoined  what  I  regard  as  material 
to  the  question  before  the  Senate.    It  declares: 

"That  aa  soon  aa  this  resolution  ahall  hare  been  approved 
by  thePreaidentof  the  United  Sutea,  each  House  shall  proceed 
to  ballot  for  a  Printer  to  execute  iia  work  during  the  next  Con- 
gftfli;  and  the  paiaon  having  the  greateat  number  of  votes  sItaU 
Oa  couldsrad  duty  elected,  and  shall  give  bond,  with  sureties,  to 
Ibe  aatiafhetion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
HoBBS  ef  Repraaentallvea,  respectively,  fat  the  prompt,  accu- 
tau^  aod  neat  axecuiion  of  the  work." 

Nothing  could  be  more  distinctly  stated — nothing 
could  more  dearly  define  the  duly  of  a  Congress 
abom  to  terminatit.  It  impo>ed  npon  it  the  obliga- 
tion to  elect  by  ballot  a  Printer  to  ezeente  printing 
for  the  next  CoDgrris. 

It  has  been  qoestioned  whether  this  resokition 
reqaired  that  the  Congress  ab^at  to  terminate 
i|Makl  elect  a  Printer  for  (be  next  Congress;  but  is 
there  any  room  for  a  donbtt  As  soon  "as  the. 
rwoluiipn  shall  bave  been  approved  by  ibe  Presi- 
deat  of' the  United  States,  each  Hon  s  3  shall  pro- 
CMd  to  ballot  for  a  Printer  for  ihv  next  Congress." 
What  reaololion  was  to  be  approved!  Clearly,  the 
tcaolutien  which  Ibe  Congress  tbei»  in  session  was 
eonpetent  to  pass.  That  Congress  was  aboat  to 
.tanainal*-  ^.It  bad  patted  a  resolation,  with  all  the 
focaw  and  sanetwos  of  law,  directing  the  mode  and 
■aoner  for  ezecnting  the  public  prmting,  aod  for 
fixing  the  rate  of  compensation;  and  it  reijaired 
tbat  as  sooa  as  the  resolution  shall  be  appioved, 
each  fionae  shall  proceed  to  the  election  of  Printer 
to  czectite  the  pnblir.  printing.  It  is  idle  to  sop- 
pose  tbat  the  then  President  of  the  Uniied  Slates 
eonld  then  approve  of  any  resolution  except  it 
were  passed  by  that  Congress.  Tba  resolation 
WM  p«ated  by  both  Hooyea  of  CoDgre»«>  aod  was 


approved  by  the  President  on  the  third  of  March, 
1819,  and  in  the  evening  of  that  same  day  the  two 
Houses  proseeded  to  ihe  election  of  a  Printer  to 
execute  the  printing  for  the  next  Congress,  accord- 
ing to  the  existing  provisions  of  law.     » 

The  report  of  the  joiot  committee,  and  the  joint 
resolution  of  Congres.^,  alike  express  that  the  pur- 
pose was  to  correct  an  existing  evil  in  the  mode  of 
executing  tlie  pabkc  printing;  and  if  Ihare  cnuld 
possibly  be  any  room  for  doubt  as  to  the  terms  of 
the  joint  lesulntion  itself,  would  it  not  be  fsir  ard 
even  conclusive  to  refer  to  the  action  of  Congress 
npon  the  adoption  of  that  re&olulioi.t  Many  of 
ihoiie  who  were  the  active  metabers  of  Congress  in 
1819,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  tif  the  joint  reso- 
lution, were  also  members  of  the  S'Ubieqaisn  t  Con- 
gress, and  most  have  perfectly  well  nntlerstood  the 
whole  object  and  character  of  the  resolation;  and 
if  there  cuold  have  been  any  conceivable  objec- 
tion in  a  constitutional  point  of  view,  it  would 
have  been  then  nrged.  But  so  fac.from  ii,  history 
gives  eviilence  that  from  that  time  to  the  present 
there  has  not  been  the  slightest  departure  frotn  the 
letter  of  the  joint  resolution.  It  appears  that  on 
the  31  of  March,  1819,  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
in  pursuance  of  the  joint  resolution  of  tbe  same 
date,  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Pobiic  Printer  to 
execute  the  pobiic  printing  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  said  joint  resoloiion.  Gales 
and  Seaton  were  elected;  and  en  Ibe  third  of 
March,  1831,  in  exact  conformity  to  the 
joint  resolution,  each  House  proceeded  to  elect 
a  Public  Printer  for  the  next  Congress. 
Again  Gales  and  Seaton  were  elec'ed;  and  on 
February  7, 1823,  in  obedience  to  the  joint  resolu- 
tion of  1819,  eaCi  House  sgain  elected  a  Public 
Printer  for  tbe  next  Consress.  Gale^  and  Seaton 
were  elected;  and  in  18S5,  each  Houce,  in  obe- 
dionce  to  the  joint  resolution  of  1819,  elected  Giles 
and  Seaton  Pnblic  Printers  for  the  succeeding  (Con- 
gress. Prom  1819  to  the  close  of  the  18th  Con- 
gress (in  1825)  there  was  not  ihe  least  diversity  of 
opinitm  as  to  the  obligatory  character  of  tbe  juint 
resolation  of  1819.  Certain  the  fact  is,  that  boib 
Houses  of  Congress,  up  to  that  time,  faithfully  car- 
ried out,  as  far  as  they  could,  that  resolution; 
and  daring  tbe  whole  of  tbit  period,  from  1819  to 
1825,  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  the  expression 
of  an  opinion  againtt  the  constitalion&l  jiovrt 
of  Congress  to  pass  the  ji>int  resolution  of  1319. 
But  this  is  not  all.  From  that  period  to  this  there 
has  not  been  any  departure  in  practice  from  tbe 
resolation  of  1819.  In  1S27  tbe  Senate  elected 
Duff  Green  the  Public  Printer  for  the  next 
Congress.  And  it  so  tarns  oat,  upon  examina- 
tion, that  in  do  instance  since  the  adoption  of  the 
joint  resolation  of  1819,  has  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  doubted  its  obligatory  character — in 
n«  initanee  hate  they  disttgarded  i'l  proDtn'tifls;  nnd 
shall  it  now  be  said  thai  this  resolution  is  not  obli- 
gatorjl  Shall  it  now  be  saidithatthe  Senate  may 
or  ma^  notob.'erve  the  dir<  clions  cf  that  resolution, 
according  to  its  own  will  and  pleasure?  Ha*  it 
not  received  a  construction,  by  the  invariable  use 
of  tbe  Senate,  which  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  disre- 
girdl  Is  it  not  our  bonnden  doty  to  go  back  to  the 
period  of  its  a'loption,  and  trace  the  action  of  the 
Senate  from  that  time  to  the  present,  and  judge 
wbetbtr,  in  its  origin,  as  well  as  in  its  cxecnton, 
aoy  question  has  been  raii«d  as  to  its  linding  and 
obligatory  force7 

In  1829,  Congress,  by  the  same  fcim? and  sanc- 
tl6as  of  law,  passed  a  resolution  amrnditory  of  the 
resolation  of  1819.  But  it  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  it  does  not  repeal  any  of  thr  provisions  if  that 
resolution,  ;ave  tho>-e  which  are  inconsistent  with 
tbe  res' lotion  of  1829$  aod  what  are  ihey? 
Merely  changing  the  resalt  of  the  election  from 
a  plurality  to  a  majority  of  vote^;  and  also  pro- 
viding that  the  elecion  shouM  be  held  within  thirty 
days  previous  to  the  termination  of  every  Congres's. 
The  mode  and  the  manner  of  exccniingthe  pobiic 
priming,  and  the  priMS  paid  therefor,  ara  aoi  at  alt 
afTecied  by  the  amendatory  reS'^latifin  of  1829. 
Thfy  remain  unchanged  to  this  day;  and  by  all 
parties  bave  been,  from  that  time  lo  this,  re- 
garded as  obligatory.  Titat  is,  if  a  Priu'er  shall 
be  elected  tn^Jay,  in  purruance  of  the  jtint  resolu- 
tion cf  1829,  be  ia  to  esectiie  tbe  pnbUc  prhitin^ 


according  to  the  mode,  and  for  the  same  compensa-. 
lion,  prescribed  by  the  resolution  of  1819.  In  or- 
der ihat  there  may  be  a  perfect  understanding  of 
this  whole  matter,  I  have  subjoined  an  exact  bopy 
of  the  re'olulion  of  1829,  1  have  done  this  that 
the  people  may  imdersiand  this  sabject,  and  be  able 
to  judge  whether  the  next  Senate  has  the  power  to 
set  at  nonght  the  act  of  the  pxerent  Congress,  and 
to  nullify  tbe  law  of  tbe  land.  Tbe  resolution  is  as 
follows: 

"lissotved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaeiitatitt^ 
nfthc  United  States  of  Amerieain  Congrenattembted^TtAl, 
within  thirty  days  before  the  adjourDinent  of  every  Congreaa^ 
each  Houae  shall  proceed  to  vote  for  a  Printer  to  execute  it* 
work  for  and  during  the  succeeding  Congress,  and  the  person 
having  the  majority  of  all  the  votes  given  shall  be  considered 
duly  elected;  and  that  ao  much  of  the  resolation,  apprond  tiia 
third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine- 
teen, entitled  "A  resolution  directing  the  manner  in  which  the 
printing  of  Congi  ess  shall  be  executed,  fixing  the  prlcse  thereof^ 
and  providing  for  the  apiKMilment  of  a  Printer  or  Printeil^*' 
OS  IS  altered  by  this  reaoiutiun,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  re- 
scindud." 

Such  has  been  the  legislation  of  Congres;:,  and  I 
have  stated  that  the  uniform  usage,  the  invaria- 
ble practice  of  the  Senate  has  been  to  carry  out 
tbat  legislation.  Not  only  have  those  resolu- 
tions received  the  sanction  of  the  Senate  by  their 
conforming  to  their  requirements,  but  in  1835  the 
qnes'iifin  was  distinctly  presented  to  the  Senate, 
jhe  subject  wssfully  considared  and  fully  debated. 
And,  sir,  what  was  ihe  resnli7  Every  polittcti 
friend  of  the  Senator  from  Qonnectlcut  so  voted  as 
to  give  an  obligatory  and  binding  force  lo  the  reio- 
Intions  of  1819  and  of  18^..  I  am  aware  that  my 
own  politiral  friends  at  that  lime  took  a  different 
view  of  the  matter;  bat  the  result  of  that  contro- 
versy was,  as  I  bave  staled,  that  the  vole  of  the 
majority  of  the  Senate  went  to  sanction  the  resoln- 
tions  of  1819  and  of  1829.  And  that  majority  was 
made  upby  gentlerren  now  members  of  this  Se-  ' 
naie,  who  are  among  the  political  associates  and 
friends  of  the  Senator  from  Conneiiticat;  and  tbe 
result  of  tbat  controversy  was  to  elect  Gales  and 
Seaton  as  Public  Printers  for  ihe  then  next  Con- 
gress. 

It  it  trae,  that  after  Ihe  18th  ballot,  Mr.  Wriobt 
moved  to  postpone  the  farther  balloting  to  the 
next  session  of  Congrest,  and  be  and  his  friends 
voted  for  the  motion;  but  the  friends  of  ihe  Sena- 
tor from  Conneclicnt,  being  in  tbe  majority,  voted 
against  the  motion.  And  I  infer  from  this  fact, 
that  a  construrtioq  has  been  solemnly  given  lo  the 
joint  resolutions  of  1819  and  of  1829  which  we 
are  not  at  liberty  now  to  disregard.  .And,  ^ir,  we 
have,  not  only  the  resolutions  themselves,  which 
every  man  who  will  read  mnst  admit  are  in  terms 
imperative,  but  we  h^ve  the  invariable  practice  of 
the  Senate,  from  1819  to  the  preeent  day,  in  strict 
conformity  lo  tbe  letter  of  ihose  rcsolmions;  and 
we  have  alio  the  .solemn,  deliberate  decision  of  the 
Senate  in  1835,  when  the  direct  qoesiion  was  pre- 
sented, that  the  resolutitins  were  obligatory,  Ihat 
the  Senate  ronid  not  disregard  ibem.  and  tbe  elec- 
tion look  piece  accordingly;  and  the  subsequent 
Corgress;  aeqnie; ced  in  that  election,  although  at  the 
commencement  of  the  second  session  of  that  Congress 
the  majiirity  of  the  Senate  was  politically  opposed  lo 
the  Public  Printers.  Yet  their  election  was  never 
questioned — the  parly  then  in  power  acquiejced— 
tbey  considered  tbe  qu»f tion  settled  by  the  previotis 
dec'sion  of  the  Senate,  and  they  acqnieiced,  with- 
out a  complaint,  to  the  extcniion  of  the  public 
priating,  through  the  whole  of  that  Cc^ngres?,  com- 
mencing in  March,  1835,  and  ending  in  March, 
1837,  by  Gales  ind  S.-i^ton.  And  Will  tbe  Senator 
from  Connecticut,  after  all  this  history,  undertake 
to  5ay  that  the  joint  resoM'ions  of  1819  and  of 
1829  are  not  lo  be  regarded  as  obligatory?  I  should 
like,  after  what  his  taken  place,  to  see  some  of  the 
f'iendsof  tbe  Senator  nndertake  to  set  aside  any 
election  which  may  now  take  place  iu  obedience  to 
the  resolalitms  of  1819  snd  1899.  No,  sir.  It  may 
be  well  to  deal  oat  this  language  of  menace. 
It  is  one  thing  to  »ay,  and  another  thing  to  do. 
There  ersis  too  much  record  touching  ihis  matlvr 
to  induce  me  to  believe  ftr  a  moment  that  the  Se- 
nator himself  will  be  found  amoig  those  who  seek 
to  nullify  any  proceeding  of  the  Senate  which  may 
now  take  place.  In  my  judgment,  it  will  not  be 
done.  And  why  do  I  so  sayl  Because  tbe  active 
and  political  friends  of  the  Senator  from  1819  to 
the  presf  at  day  bare  joitly  and  pyoperly  i»ntended 


O0!mfi£»St6!riLL  mMt. 


::a*i 


^«Zo»>  »nd  obltoiiory .    I  have  shown  what  has 
h  S«no»)*e«  the  artionof  ths  Senate;  and  h<«r  ha* 
51  i!«n  m  the  HcoKt    Has  there  been,  at  any 
twanj  vote,  anr  decision  of  the  House,  that  the 
motaaon  of  1819   was  not  obligatoiy  upon  that 
wrf    No,  Sir;  I  challtoge  the  Senator  to  bring 
fbrwaid  any  «aeh  record.    It  is  true,  that,  since 
1835,  the  reaolaaoo  has  been  prscioUly  disregarded 
by  the  House;  and  the  Senator  from  Coaneeticut, 
tf  correctly  nnderstowl,  contends  ihat,  inasmuch  as 
Ike  Hoase  of  Repre«enlaiir»s  hare  not  observed  the 
naolvUona  of  1819  and  of  1829,  they  are  no  longer 
biBdiognpontheSenate/AsiraBgeantninentindeedl 
BMansniheHooseor  BepteseawuTes  Ttolate  the 
tew,  it  Is  a  jusUacation  of  the  Senate  to  do  the 
same.  This  may  be  good  morality  with  the  Senator, 
bat  it  does  not  satisfy  my  mtod.    The  only  qoea- 
liMiaare,  whether  the  resolutions  be  or  be  not  ob- 
iMlpry— whether  they   are  or  are  not  eoasUtn- 
lioMl:  not  whether  this  or  that  man— ihis  or  ihat 
body  of  men— have  practically  disregarded  them. 
Mr.  President,  I  hold  that  the  resolutions  are  bind- 
iM  and  sure  I  am  that  the  Senator  so  rrgaided 
SM|iBie33.    We  were  then  both  members  of  the 
Home  of  Bepieseniative*;  and  on  the  I5th  day  of 
iVbroaiT,  183S,  after  thirteen  nnwiccessfnl  ballois 
for  Public  Pnnier,  amotion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Booa  of  Indiana  to  postpone  foriber  proceedings 
until  the  stcond  day  of  March  ensuing,  wiihin  the 
period  af  the  Congresj.    And  the  Senator  voted 
MAinst  the  motion.    I  voted  for  it.    If  the  Senator 
had  then  belirved,  as  he  now  professes  to  believe, 
that  the  resolutions  were  unconsitutional,  is  it  not 
siagolar  that  he  should  have  then  voted  for  an 
election   m  violaUon  of  that  same  ConstituUoot 
And   the    result   of  the    fonrteenih  ballot   se^ 
eared  the   election  of  his   friends,    Oiles   and 
Beaton.    In   my  judgment,  Cotgrew   was   then 
bonitit,  a«  it  is  now  boon<l,  to  elect  a  Pi  inter  to 
cxeenie   the  pablio   printing   for  the  nut  Con- 
gress.   On  the  9th  of  February,  1635,  Mr.  McKin- 
Icy,  BOW  one  of  the  Jodges  of  ow  Supreme  Court, 
moved  that  "the  Huose  will,  on  Thursday  neit, 
proceed  to  the  election  of  Pnnter  for  the  House  of 
Eepteseniaiives  of.the  next  Congress,  eiiis  voet" 
I  voted  to  carry  into  edect  that  tesolniioo.    Bnt, 
mark  it,  Mr.  Preaideni,  it  was  altimately  defeatsd 
by  the  political  friends  of  the  Senator  from  Con- 
neetiont;  and  this  was  the  fir<t  interruption  of  the 
praciiee  of  the  House  under  the  joint  resolutions  of 
1819  and  18a&,  of  electing  a  Pnnier  for  the  »no- 
caeding  Congress.    It  so  happened  ihil  the  resoln- 
tioa  was  not  again  reached  darin;  that  set'Sion. 
From  that  time  the  House  of  Representatives,  I 
freely  admit,  have  not,  at  the  close  of  one  Con- 

Sress,  elected  a  printer  for  the  succeeding  Congres*. 
lai,  on  examination,  it  will  be  found  to  be  owing 
to  the  pres*  of  business,  ani  not  to  any  avowed 
doabt  of  the  binding  force  of  the  resolniions  of 
1819  and  1829.  As  evidence  that  I  am  correct  in 
my  view  of  the  sentiment  and  feeling  of  the  Hous$, 
I  snbjoin  the  following  extracts  from  a  speech 
made  in  1835,  by  Mr.  Evmsof  Maine,  a  distin- 
goiahed  member  of  the  Hoaie,  and  soon  to  become 
a  member  uf  this  bodyt 

■<Mr.  Etahs  mored  lh«  Ibdowtn;  •mradment:  Strilie  one 

«i«a«aee,ualiiMn,  ■umtortlwtaUiorityortbc  Joint caulu- 

tkHL  approTcd  MaRb  3;  1819.' 

•Tli«araMidmentli«Ting*eenre«(l,  ^  .  ,, .  , 

"Mr.  Etuu  oid  it  raennd  obrioua  to  liim  that,  If  the  reaoln- 

lion  piopaMd  tijr  the  ganUeman  from  Alabama  oufht  to  paaa  at 

all,  it  shjold  pan  in  the  ahape  Mr.  B.  propo»«l.    If  ikh,  he 

woold  Inq'iire  of  the  hooorablemnur,  byaud  under  what  au- 

Uioritr  the  Houie  could  undeitake  to  go  into  the  eleuion  ef 

PflmeratallfortheoeitUongreeal    Tliere  wu  none  except 

thai  derived  from  the  reanlationof  1819,  as-mended  by  the  jainl 

naolmioa  of  the  6ih  of  February,  ISS.    Now,  the  very  intro- 

daetlon  ol  the  reaolution  by  die  honorable  member  from  Aubt- 

ma  reeogniacd  the  force  ol  thoMi  resol  utiooa.    It  waa  by  vjitua 

of  tlioae  two  joint  resoluilona  alone  that  one  Congreaa  Itad  the 

rilhtto  appoint  a  Printer  for  the  succeeding  one,  and  the 

cSraaeoloiiy  ptopoaed  by  Mr.  E.  waa  the  only  phraaaology  that 

eonldeonavtenay  be  UKd.    He  begged  leave,  alao,  to  remind 

thaHouae  that  each  was  the  phraseology  adopied  ever  lUice 

the  former  Joint  reeolutlon  was  adopted.    The  moUon  had  a|, 

wan  been  made  and  agreed  to,  Uiat  on  anch  a  day  the  Houae 

would  oroocod  to  the  election  of  Printer  under  the  authority  of 

Uie  joint  tesoluUon  of  the»J  march,  1819;  and  to  entitle  the 

HoiUe  to  do  lo  on  the  present  occasion,  the  aim*  fhiaaeology 

mnat  be  made  uas  ot  ,,..1.1,. 

■HJentlemen  had  said,  on  a  former  oeeaaion,  when  this  stib- 

lect  cam*  op  incldenially  for  conaidertti  n,  that  (he  resolution 

of  1819  waa  temporary  in  iu  nature,  and  limited  to  two  yeara. 

a*an«aawertothai,bscouldoiityaair  that  it  waa  Mvarcon- 

Seied  so,  neither  by  die  then,  nor  by  the  sucaaedlng  Con- 

•Ml^ef  vtomrafaKMit  as  |)iadia|  nponUwiM*lT<s, 


andopontheaucceedlng  Congreaa.  ^ven  <»  WelyM  ia», 
the  juiroals  of  ihe  llous.-  show  this,  *5,"»1»  V^lSSnceW 
the  House  proceeded  to  iheelecuon  of  Printer  '»  »^  «^f^ 
the  joint  resolution  of  1819;  and  ihis  wa<  the  P'^J'^^W'"' 
■aeanilTean  after  the  adoption  of  that  reaolution.  Then  if 
Situ  «Sy.nberforcrJ^  h«l,  no.  been  rep«led,  w. 
toived™e  only  authority  we  had  to  choose  a  Printer  for  the 
next  session  (iroro  these  two  resolutions. 

"  iw^ei.  question  that  came  up  for  ooosideiaUon  was, 
whetw"hJ  Pnnter  waa  an  <>«*«">l''^.^;T:'^JSU^i 
E.  would  not  go  Into  this  at  any  '««*^}  ^"''yySS^SSldel 
the  lustWcation  of  his  own  vote  to  say  that  he  md  not  consider 
aI  Printer  an  ofBcer  witUo  the  mea;k»  of  that  elanaa  in  the 
O?n«iiuiion  giving  each  Houae  the  riiht  to  awjolnt  its  officer^ 
Mv^orethinthiperwMi  who  anppDed  theBonae  witti  au- 
?ioJeTor^,orlSrnit«re.  Inl^B'ajadgmem.itstood  u^ 
ontheimoprmeiple.''  "He  itiought  they  would  be  iacurrtng 
troahaiardby  WpeaUnglhe  joint  t»«>lniion,  or  alieri.^f  the 
meSnTroods  b  any  way  at  thia  lale  hour.  At  present  he  be. 
tiered  die  exhti»gm*ds  the  be«.  At  alt  oTenta,  ha  waa  not  as- 
iureiihainbeoer  could  be  dortaed."       .^     .     .  ,, 

I  tolly  concur  in  opinion  with  the  honorable 
geBilemaa,  from  whose  speech  in  1835  I  have 
made  anch  liberal  qooiations;  and  it  is  a  liule  re- 
markable that  in  the  debate  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives which  has  taken  place  npon  the  snbjeet 
of  the  joint  resolniions  of  1819  and  of  1839,  and  in 
the  debate  which  has  taken  place  in  the  Senate 
heretofore  npon  this  same  qnestioo,  not  a  political 
friend  of  the  Seaaior  from  Connecticut  has  ever 
contended  that  the  passage  of  those  resolutions  was 
uoauthoiized  by  ine  Constitution — !hal  they  were 
not  obligaiory  in  their  characirr.  No,  sir,  their 
doctrine,  as  avowed,  as  exptesjed,  has  been  en- 
tirely a  different  doctrine.  I  have,  Mr.  Prssident, 
nothing  fonh^r  to  say  with  reference  to  the  consti- 
tutionality, and  with  refeience  10  the  force  and  ob- 
ligation, of  Ihe  jcnt  resolutions  of  1819  and  of 
1829.  They  have  been  transcribed,  and  are  incor- 
porated in  my  speech.  The  aciion  of  both  Houses 
nnder  the  resolution  of  1819,  up  to  1829,  has  been 
uniform;  and  the  action  of  the  Senate  has  been  alike 
naifoim  ap  even  to  this  day.  I  have  placed  this  re- 
cord belore  the  people,  and  I  have  shown  the  deli- 
berate decision  of  the  Senate  on  ihi*  very  question 
in  1835,  and  the  aeqniescence  in  that  deciMOo;  and 
with  all  Ihese  facts  I  am  willing  to  leave  this  mat- 
ter to  onr  masters.  Ani  notwithstanding  what  the 
Senator  says  about  Ihe  aUte  of  popular  opinion,  I 
greatly  misjodge  if  he  will  not  find,  now  aad  here- 
afur,  opinion  and  duty  co-operating  to  sustain  the 
law  and  the  aaihority  of  onr  Oovemment. 

The  Senator  says  that  there  is  no  necessity,  at 
this  time,  for  the  passage  of  the  resolution  which  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  offer  to  the  Senate,  inasmuch 
as  the  new  Senate  will  assemble  here  in  a  very  few 
days;  and  that  onr  Public  Printer,  now  in  office, 
will  conunae  to  the  4  h  of  March,  at  which  time 
the  new  Senate  will  be  in  session.    Suppose  the 
fact  to  be  as  stated  by  the  Senator,  does  it  exone- 
rate as  from  the  performance  of  oar  dniy  in  obe- 
dience to  ihe  resolutions  of  1819  and  of  18391  No, 
sir.    Those  resolutions  being  imperative,  we  are 
biiund  now  to  proceed  to  the  election,  whe>ber  there 
be,  or  hi  not,  any  absolute  necessity  10  make  the 
appainiment.    Bat  even  if  the  law  was  not  impe- 
rative, I  should  diBer  altogether  with  the  Senator 
from  Conneclicnt  as  to  the  necessity  of  making  the 
eleeUon  at  this  time.    Wo  have  had  experience 
npon  Ihis  matter.    At  the  eomlneneemeni  of  the 
34ih  Congress,  there  waa  an  election  of  Pnnier  for 
the  House ;  and  was  be  able  to  perform  the  ser- 
vice requited?  No,  sir.    Being  unprepared  for  such 
an  important,  for  such  a  responsiole,  for  such  an 
expensive  undertaking,  he  was  at  once  obliged  to 
give  over  the  public  printing  to  others.    And  sup- 
pose that,  on  the  4th  of  March  nex',  the  Senate 
should  elect  Mr.  Ritchie,  of  Richmond,  or  some 
one  not  having  been  employed  to  execute  the  pub- 
lic printing,  would  they   be  prepared  lo  enter  at 
once  upon    the  service?     No,  sir.     It    requires 
time,  labor,  and  a  great  cuilay,  to  be  prepared 
to  execute  the  work.    So  saiJ   the  joint  com- 
mitte:  in  1819;  and  to   insure   "<top«lck,  aeeit- 
acy,    mwt   ntatiuu,"   in   condact'nx    the    public 
printing,  they  recommended  an  e'.eciion   of  one 
Congresa   for   the    service    of  another;  and    so 
has  every  succeeding  one  done.     There  would 
ihe-j   be,  loehing  merely  to  the   nece.'^sity  of  Ihe 
case,  a  fiinets  to  select  ihe  Public  Printer  now  lo 
exe&ite  the  priming  for  the  next  Cmgres'.    I  trast 
iiwdlbedone;  and  all  that  the  Stnator  has  said 
npon  the  inexpedieney  of  proceeding  to  the  elee- 
lion,  hai  already  been  answered.    If  Ihe  law  en- 
Joios  npon  «a  Um  dot;  to  mako  Am  election,  it 


should  be  done.  It  there  is  no  positive  acd  expli- 
cit law  of  teqairemeni,  then  I  say,  neoessi  y,  eonve- 
nitnee.and  economy,  demand  that  we  .should  now 
proceed  to  the  election;  and  il  should  be  done.  In 
bringing  forward  the  reaolaiioo,  I  did  what  I  feK 
to  be  my  duly.  I  did  it  unsolwed  and  unadvised. 
I  have  now  aubmitttd  the  considerations  which  ia- 
doced  me  to  oftr  the  reoolotion,  and  I  leave  the 
matter  to  ihe  Senate  to  dispose  of  aoeording  to  th«  ir 
judgment  and  discretion. 

Mr.  HUNTINQTaN  replied  that  there  was  ao 
difference  between  the  Senator,  and  h mself  as  to 
the  facta— indeed,  there  could  be  none,  as  the  re- 
cord spoke  the  irnih.    The  praatiei;,  he  admitted, 
under  the  resolmiun  ol  1819,  had  been  lo  appoint 
a  Printer  prior  to  the  nexi  Congress,  in  ortier  that 
sufficient  time  might  be  given  ihe  peison  appointed 
to  make  all  the  necessary  arrangemcntr,  but  now 
no  anch  necessity  existed.     The  resolmioa  was 
nothing  more  than  a  tacit  understanding  between 
the  two  bodies,  one  of  which  had  since  viriuallj 
annulled  it,  having   never  acted  noder  it  since 
1833.    Was  it,  therefore,  to  be  considered  binding 
on  theSenaUl    la  the  lew  remarks  made  by  h  m 
the  other  day,  he  contended  that  the  resolution  waa 
not  coaipnlsory;and  he  bad  then  asked  if  il  waa 
necessary,  expedient,  or  just,  for  ai|  Administration 
going  out  of  power  to  palm  an  obnoxious  Indtvidnal 
on  a  majority  that  was  coming  inio  power.    He 
had  shown  that  it  was  not  necessary,  bccanse  the 
preseiit  Printer  would  act  until  the  4th  of  March. 
Was  it  then  expedient  or.  just  lo  appoint  a  Printer, 
when  the  moral  certainty  was  that  the  domina«< 
party,  acting  under  its  consiiintionsl  right,  would 
annul  that  appointment  the  next  Congress!    These 
were  the  grounds  he  had  taken,  tnd  he  certainly 
did  not  think  them  untenable.    ThJ  Stnator  had 
referred  to  the  journals  of  the  Hoq3~,  with  a  view, 
as  he  sQppo!!ed,  to  fix  the  charge  of  inconsistency 
npon  him.  Now  be  was  not  in  the  habit  of  referring 
to  journals  lo  loik  for  the  votes  of  S.-natots;  bat 
since  his  vole  on  that  occasion  bad  been  alluded  to, 
be  would  beg  leave  to  show  from  the  record  how 
the  case  stood.    Ob  the  llih  February,  lS33,a 
motion  was  made  to  go  into  the  election  of  Printer, 
(the  Senator  and  himself  were  then  members  of  the 
other  branch,)  bnt  no  election  waa  held  nnitl  the 
14th  of  thai  month,  when  ten  ballots  were  had  with* 
oat  a  choice  being  effected.    On  the  ISihamolioa 
was  again  made  to  proceed  to  the  election,  when 
Mr.  Hall  of  North  Carolina  (he  believed  it  was) 
moved  to  postpone  the  election  until  the  fiisl Thurs- 
day in  the  next  session.    Mr.  Williams,  of  the 
same  State,  moved  10  lay  that  motion  un  the  table, 
and  Mr.  Hall  withdrew  it.    Mr.  Boon  then  moved 
to  postpone  it  until  the  3d  March;  on  which  motioa 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and  it  waa  d^ 
dded  in  the  negative,  the  Senator  (Mr.  HoBBAaD) 
voting  for  the  po<tponement,  and  himself  acaine^ 
it.    The  pronnd  on  which  I  acted  (<«aid  Mr.  H.) 
was,  that  it  the  election  wera  to  lake  place,  ii  wa« 
better  10  hold  it  at  once  than  to  postp«ne  it  natil 
wiihin  one  day  of  ihe  close  of  the  session.    Now 
if  the  Senator  then  considered  the  joint  resolatioa 
obligatory,  whjr  did  he   vote  10  postpone  iH    If 
there  was  any  inconsistency,  the  Senator  is  oeitalit- 
ly  more  justly  chargeable  with  it  than  I  am. 

Mr.  SBVlEasaid  be  waa  not  a  little  amoted 
with  the  observations  of  the  two  Senators,  each 
busy  in  eadeavorinf  to  show  he  had  voted  right  oa 
former  occasions.  The  amount  of  the  matter  was, 
thai  they  intended  to  elect  thair  Printer  if  ihey 
could,  and  the  oher  party,  be  preinsMd,  wwdld 
prevent  it  if  it  could.  .It  was  a  question  of  power 
altogethfr;  and  as  they  had  (he  power  iben,  they 
meant  to  exercise  ii,  for  it  would  not  be  very  loot 
tbit  they  should  retain  it.  When  in  the  nr- 
cendeaey,  he  made  it  a  rale  to  take  care  of 
the  interests  of  his  poliiiesi  fhead't,  and  woaU  v«e 
for  Blair  and  Rives,  and  el'ct  litem  if  he  coald. 
Whenefcr  the  power  was  Inst,  he  sabmitied  like  a 
maa  with  the  best  grace  imagiiable. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  wai  understood  losar,  in 
effifct,  that  if  the  eleo'.ion  was  not  indi  pensable  at 
this  time  to  the  inieresw  of  the  Senate,  it  would  be 
improper  to  proceed  wi  h  H.  Nothing  spprarrd  10 
him  more  absard  than  that  the  Senate  was  bound ' 
by  Ihe  joint  resolation  of  1819.  The  right  waft 
inherent  ia  both  twdfes  to  choose  tbcir  officert,  i^ 
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itptmint  of  tuf  tesolmioo,  and  it  was  Kroog  to 
Mf  pose  ifaai  one  bo4r  was  to  be  twund  by  the 
|(0«eeding>  of  th«  other. 

Mc  MANGKJM  bad  hoped  Ibis  matter  woold 
Bot  have  beea  preyed.  He  reaioded  tb«  Senate 
that  an  pre«io«s  oeeasiona,  when  tbese  eteciione 
hai  been  made,  ibcy  irer-t  not  made  by  a  majority 
ef  oae  polideal  complex'oa  for  tbor  suooeeeore  of 
a  ditfiBMBt  nofiiiaa  ifiattyr  nowever,  if  the  r»oln- 
tkm  had  aiirays  been  treated  in  good  faith,  be 
Ae«U  not  staad  there  to  jostify  their  riolaiioo;  but 
karing  bcea  diarecarded  by  one  branch  of  Con* 
gaaH,  he  shootd  coasider  them  abrogated  on  ib»  . 
BWaalwt.  Yet  he  did  not  stand  tliere  to  impngn 
the  Hooae  for  what  it  bad  done;  for  bis  opinion 
wu,  *at  the  offieers  of  the  Hoose  should  either 
npiMtat  Ibe  opuieos  of  that  body,  or,  at  Iraat,  not 
fli^illiet  with  them,  Soppoae  a  ml«  were  adopted 
to  appoint  the  eommitteet  in  sdraaee — the  commit- 
le«i,  in  U*  opinion,  in  crery  legislatire  body, 
<bo«M  represent  the  opinions  of  that  body— .and 
vonld  then  their  soseesaois  be  bound  to  reiaiii 
•MHtittess  of  their  predecessors*  appointmrhi? 
And  to  in  re*peet  to  ibeii  Prinier,  who,  ii  had  been 
fceided,  was  an  ottoer  of  (be  Hoiue,  and  therefore 
ihey  poanrssed  ilie  constiiational  ri|!ht  to  malie  or 
•aatake,  to  retain  or  to  remove.  He  hid  no  doabi 
the  Nsolaiioa  of  1819  was  passed  with  the  motive 
whieh  had  been  meniioBM — that  the  person  ap- 
pointed iMght  lay  in  printing  materials  and  make 
pnparatiott  to  discharge  his  duties;  but  now  they 
were  not  likely  to  be  subjected  to  any  iooon- 
venicnee  of  that  sort;  but  if  ihey  were,  he  would 
father  snbmit'to  it  than  that  this  eleetion  should 
aaw-lake  place,  for  be  should  consider  it  as  an  out- 
nge  an  the  recent  demonstrations  of  public  semi. 
■eat,  and  on  the  body  so  soon  to  c(>m«  there. 
Tie<*iBgit  in  ibis  light,  he  could  oaly  say  for  one, 
ia  a  spirit  of  candor,  ibaUf  gentlemen  pressed  this 
Motion,  and  went  into  an  eleciion,  which,  having 
Ibe  power,  ihey  could  do,  as  soon  as  a  body  arrived 
than  of  a  different  opinion,  and  he  vere  in  the 
dNdaant  party,  he  should  not  only  feel  it  to  be  bis 
light,  h«t  bis  dnty,  to  seek  to  make  a  change.  He 
laade  this  detdaration  that  there  might  be  no  oat. 
hift  for  materials,  for  he  should  move  a  reveisal 
of  the  appointment,  and  the  elrctioa  of  such  a 
otM  as  aiitbt  be  in  accordance  with  the  deliberate 
vltloftheSenate  hereafter  to  assemble,  or,  at  all 
eveats,  of  <»e  who  would  not  be  obnoxioos  to  the 
whole  of  thein, 

Mr.  SEyiER  said  he  had  never  known  an  in- 
stance of  any  party  being  in  power  (hat  did  not 
exercise  that  power  for  its  owil  benefit;  and  it 
wasia  vain  to  tell  him  no*  to  pursue  a  different 
cotHse.  He  thooght  there  was  no  analogy  be- 
twcta  the  appoiatmeDt  of  comroiilees  and  of  Ptib- 
lie  PHoter— the  latter  contracted  to  do  the  work  at 
a^  fivcn  price,  for  which  he  enterei  into  bonds. 
The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  M inodm] 
had  said  he  would  conceive  it  a  pany  onirage  to 
select  a  Printer  adverse  to  thi  Senatoi'ts  principles. 
Kaw  it  was  welfknown  that  this  bad  always  been 
done.  He  might  advert  lo  the  lime  when  Giles 
aadSeaton  and  also  Duff  Qreen  were  Printers  and 
had  not  each  of  those  Printers  in  torn  been  elected 
at  the  close  of  sessions  when  iheir  party  would  no^ 
be  ia  poirer  in  the  succeeding  Congrtss,  and  had 
aay  thing  been  said  or  done  in  the  premi!>ej7  The 
SMator  now  gives  Us  notice  that  when  hs  comes 
into  power,  he  shall  annul  our  choice;  in  other 
voids,  that  he  will  expunge  and  draw  black  lines 
against  oar  Printer.  Sir,  said  Mr.  8.  I  hardly 
lUak  be  wiR  do  that,  as  many  of  bis  own  party 
«cre  so  averse  to  ilutt  measure,  particnlsrly  my 
fHead  flrom  Delaware,  [Mr.  Bitiro,]  nbo  has 
pledged  himself  for  every  year  he  remains  in  the 
Mdy  10  bring  forward  his  mra>ure  to  expnnge  the 
gfcat  expanger.  Tnat  Senator  at  Irast  will  not 
lead  his  aid  to  expunge,  though  our  Prin.er  may  be 
against  his  politieal  creed. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  that  if  a  person  were  ap. 
painted  who  had  ini|nlged  in  ihe  most  unmeasured 
deUeiiim  and  abuse  of  the  party  soon  to  be  th« 
majority,  however  unpalatable,  his  removal  might 
be,  he  woirid  perform  it.  Bat  was  the  resolution  of 
Nt9  oUigatory  on  this  body?  In  order  to  settle 
tlM^aeuion,  it  was  necessary  to  ascertain  the  re- 
|MiM  te  wUoh  the  Priaiar  Mood  to  this  body.    He 


contended  that  the  Frin'er  was  in  officer  of  the  Se. 
naie  to  multiply  cofiies  ot  their  documents  by  bis 
types  and  presses,  which  must  be  done  by  clerks  if 
the  art  of  priming  bad  nut  been  diseorered.  And 
next,  What  was  the  leaure  of  the  officel— for  that  was 
as  much  an  essence  of  the  office  as  ibe  duties  to  be 
performed.  The  constitutional  tentire  of  all  offices 
was  "at  will  and  pleasure,"  and  no  law  of  Con- 
gress could  change  the  character  of  the  Convtitn- 
tion.  Well,  then,  in  the  third  place,  was  it  wise  in 
the  present  majority- to  exercise  Ihe  mere  fower 
they  possessed  to  force  on  the  Senate  for  the  next 
(Egress  an  individual  that  was  so  highly  ob- 
noxivus  to  them?  Was  it  expedient  to  do  itt  It  cer- 
tainly was  not;  for  the  Senate  might  rely  that  they 
(the  future  majority)  would  never  submit  to  what 
the  present  majority  had  no  right  to  impose  on 
them.  Would  the  Senate,  then,  exercise  a  power 
which  must  be  nugatory  in  its  results,  and  fbrce  a 
spy  into  the  camp?  If  they  did,  he  did  not  taj 
they  would  bang  him,  but  he  assured  the  Senate 
they  would  get  rid  of  him. 

Mr.  LINN  called  ihe  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  fact  that  Ibis  day  wis  set  apart  for  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  for  the  repeal  of 
the  Independent  Treasury  ac,  and  be  hoped  it  was 
not  intended  by  this  diseuisien  lo  elide  over  that 
and  the  baokrapt  bill,  which  was  a  measuie  of 
much  greater  importance  He  would  also  remind 
ibem  Ibat  at  ibij  (tage  of  the  session  there  were 
thirteen  speiuAl  orders  of  Ihe  utmojt  consequence,  (o 
be  disposed  of,  bside  a  great  amount  ol  other  bosi. 
oess,  and,  therefore^  hf  wished  ibis  question  to  be 
speedily  dloposed  of. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  said  his  intention  was  to  vole 
for  the  p<«lpjaement.  If  the  resolution  of  1819 
were  of  force,  he,  for  one,  would  carry  it  out,  but 
he  did  ant  so  regard  il.  He  ihonght  the  Pfinier 
wat  an  nffi-er  of  the  Senate  within  ihe  sense  of  the 
C  nstilaiino. 

Mr.  DiXON  deemed  this  too  important  a  q*ies> 
tion  on  which  lo  give  a  sileni  vote;  and  he  therefore 
gave  his  reasons  at  length  for  opposing  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Printer  at  the  present  session.  He  said 
there  was  no  doubt  that  the  printer  for  the  Senate 
is  exetnsively  an  officer  of  ihe  Senate.  He  is  ap- 
pointed by  the  Senate;  all  his  labors  are  prescribed 
and  directed  by  them,  and  for  them  only.  Besidei, 
he  holds  hti  office  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the 
Senate,  for  ihey  can  remove  him  when  they  please. 
If  that  does  not  consliinte  him  an  officer  of  the  Se. 
na'e,  nothing  can  make  any  man  an  officer  of  the 
t>ody.  Ibe  power  to  make  the  appoin'm'nt  is  de- 
rived from  the  Consl^ution.  It  is  conferred  on  the 
Senate  alone.  It  is  not  a  power  to  be  divided  or 
exercised  in  conjunction  with  any  other  brareh  of 
Ibe  GK>vemmeni,  or  to  be  compromilted  by  any  <son- 
venticnal  arrangements.  The  provision  of  the  Coc- 
sittuiion  that  the  Senate  sfaall  choose  their  officers, 
well  comports  with  that  familiar  principle  recog. 
nised  in  ct<nferring  agency  and  delegating  power. 
Qovemmenis  appoint  their  officers,  principals 
appoint  their  aKcntf,  and  master.^  appoint  iheir  ser- 
vants. Bnt  it  is  said  ibe  Senate  have  qualified  this 
exclosive  power,  anl,  by  joint  lesi^latinn,  have 
changed  the  mude  of  exercising  il.  That  by  a 
joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
adopted  in  1819,  it  has  been  provMed  that  each 
Hnnse  shill  elect  its  printer  for  the  next  Con- 
gress; whereby  it  becomes  the  duly  of  the  Sena'e 
to  e'eei  a  printer  at  this  time — not  for  the  present, 
but  for  the  next  C  ngrers.  Il  would  seem  strange 
that  a  joint  resolution  thonld  be  passed  for  the  re- 
gulati(<n  of  that  which  could  only  be  ibe  subject  of 
iodrvidual  control.  But  there  were  reaons  then 
existing  for  that  joint  resolution,  which  aOerwaids 
reaped;  which  r<  asons  probubly  pievenied  any 
thorough  coniiideraiion  of  ibe  constiiuiional  ob> 
jeetioQS.  The  saving  of  expense  of  priming,  a-* 
weH  as  thebetterrxecntioa  of  the  work,  was  con- 
t-mplaied  by  the  joint  arrangement;  and  another 
consideration  was  the  want  of  any  printing  esta- 
blishment here  at  that  time,  (in  1819,)  with  snffi. 
cleni  machinery  and  extent  of  means  to  perform 
the  work  required,  without  the  allowance  of 
long  time  to  prepare  for  it.'  But  the  other  House 
were  doubtless  disappointed  in  their  anticipation 
of  beneflts  from  that  joint  resolution — for  it  is  now 
said  that  since  it  has  been  distegarded  ia  the  vthar 


House,  better  and  more  economical  arrangementi 
have  been  made;  and  the  House  have  not  eon- 
formed  to  Ihe  provisions  of  the  joint  resointion 
since  1835.  Now  why  have  they  not  confoimed  to 
ill  One  answer  is,  that  the  reasons  which  bad  given  ■ 
lise  to  it  had  ceased;  and  hence  ihe  rule  should 
cease.  Bui  doubtless  ihe  more  saiis''actory  reason 
was,  ihe  resolution  was  deemed  unconstitmional;  it 
was  not  binding,  and  of  course  required  no  format 
legislation  lo  repeal  it  Therefore,  from  183S,  it 
has  been  set  aside  in  tbat1)rancb  of  the  LTgistatuie; 
which  amounts,  as  far  as  they  can  affect  it,  to  a 
complete  abrogation  of  the  resolution.  Then  is 
no  power  now  to  enforce  its  execution,  and  of 
cont»c  it  has  become  a  de«d  letter.  It  is  true,  sir, 
that  the  Senate  continued  to  practise  upon  that 
joint  resolution  long  after  it  was  discootiaucd  and 
violated  in  the  other  House.  But  when  the  Senate's 
action  was  in  conformity  with  it  in  1835,  the  reso- 
lution had  not  then  been  discontinued  in  the  House. 
There  was,  at  that  time,  some  reasons,  therefore, 
why  the  Senate  should  adhere  to  i';  and  they  then 
appointed  a  printer  for  the  next  Coofn'ess.  But  it 
that  any  reason  why  they  shon'd  do  the  same  now, 
after  the  resolution  has  been  five  years  discontinued 
in  the  other  House,  not  only  from  the  consideration 
thai  it  bad  ceased  to  be  useful,  but  from  the  higher 
consideration  that  it  was  unconsliiutiooal? 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  he  had  not  intend- 
ed to  say  a  word  upon  this  occa.Mon;  but  leoti- 
menis  and  purposes  so  extraordinary  bad  been 
avowed  by  gentlemen  on  the  o'her  side,  that  he 
could  no  longer  remain  silent.  Perhaps  lite  most 
singular  notion  of  all  that  had  been  atiered  fell 
from  ihe  Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Dix- 
on,] who  bad  just  taken  bis  scat.  That  gentleman 
mamtaios  that  the  law  wbirh  governs  the  election 
of  Public  Printer,  is  Tirtnally  repealed;  and  bowt 
Why,  simply  bv  the  non-iucr  of  one  branch 
of  CooetC's!  Is  not  this  extraordinary  doc- 
nine  indeed?  Both  Houses  unit*  in  parsing  a 
law,  according  to  all  the  forms  of  the  Consiiiniion; 
even  the  approval  of  the  Executive  has  been  sought 
and  ob'ained;  and  the  genileman  sagely  maintains 
the  idea,  that  becan^  one  branch  of  Congress  dis-' 
regards  it,  or  does  not  carry  il  out  in  pracllee.for  a 
Tew  }  ears,  it  is,  in  effect,  repealed !  Mr.  C.  said 
this  was  certainly  an  entirely  novel  mode  of 
repeal.  He  had  always  before  supposed  that  it 
required  the  sime  power, aad  Ihe  same  forms,  to 
repeal  a  law,  that  it  did  to  make  iu  Why,  aocord- 
ing  lo  this  doctrine,  $ir,  we  may  soon  bi  without 
law  altogether.  It  did  seem  to  him  to  be  most  as- 
tonishing doctrine. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  O.  hnw  81801*3  the  matter?  On 
the  3J  of  March,  1819,  a  joint  resolution  passed, 
"directing  the  manner  in  which  ihc  printing  of 
Congress  sball  be  executed,  filing  the  prices  there- 
of, aud  providini!  for  the  appointment  of  a  primer 
or  printers."  I'lils  resolution  rrqoired  the  eleclioa 
ofa  printer  orprinlcrs  for  the  then  <ntalng  Congresi, 
befoie  the  adjournment.  The  election  accordingly 
took  place,  and  had  been  made  biennially  thtieaf- 
ter,  a  few  days  before  the  close  of  every  Congress, 
for  the  suceer ding  one,  up  to  the  5:b  of  February, 
1839,  when  anoiber  joint  resolut  on  was  approved 
by  the  Executive,  amendatory  to  that  of  1819. 
This  last  resolution  is  impeiative,  "ibat,  within 
thirty  d;iys  before  (be  adjonrnment  of  every  Con- 
gress, reek  Hoxae  $haU  proettd  to  vote  for  a  prinler- 
to  exreutt  Ut  work  fur  and  during  the  iuecttOug  C«m, 
gTU»,"&<i-  This  is  the  Ob ly  Chung'?  or  qualifica- 
tion which  has  been  made  in  the  law  of  1819, 
since  its  enactment.  Both  resolutions  were  regu- 
larly passed  through  each  House  of  Congress,  and 
were  approved  by  the  President — I  ecime,  and  now 
remain,  th*  law  of  the  laud  Yet,  sir,  what  do  we 
now  bear  from  gendemen  of  the  other  side? 
Why,  they  not  only  protest  against  an  election  of  a 
Printer  lo  ihe  Senate,  pursuant  to  this  law,  but 
Ihey  admonish  us  of  lb;  eonsequeocrs  if  we 
pioceed  lo  make  one.  Yes,  sir,  almost  every  gen- 
tleman of  the  Opposition  who  has  spoken  upon  the 
subject— amuonting  to  some  four  or  five— has 
threatened  us  with  the  (xpnlsion  of  whomsoeve, 
we  mayekct,  so  socn  as  they  get  in:o  power 
Snch  is  Ibe  very  commendable  and  modest  course 
of  the  party  which  claims  all  the  decency,  and  all 
ib«  morality- and  teaminf,  and  boast*  of  it;  (Ieyc| ' 
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lion  10  the  Ropremacy  of  the  law.  Noiwithsiaod- 
iog  the  undeniable  ezistepce  of  the  lanr,  and  ihoagh 
we  may  elect  a  Printer  in  strict  accerdance  with 
its  provisions,  ihcy  tell  us  they  will  turn  him 
.out,  whenerer  ihey  get  ihe  power.  Mr.  C.  said  he 
hacl  often  heard  the  remarb— proverb  it  might  be 
called — of  "feeling  might,  end  forgeuing  right." 
Thij  was  supposed  to  be  the  case  with  some  who 
«cre  in  power;  but  Ihe  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
go  beyond  this;  they  feel  their  might  in  anticipa- 
tion; Ihey  cannot  wait  till  they  gel  into  power;  ihry 
Warn  os  that  they  will  inflict  the  penally  of  expul- 
aion  against  oUr  Printer,  if  we  go  on  to  execute  ibi 
law  oi  the  land,  in  conformity  with  inrariable  cus- 
tom rince  its  enactment.  On  the  3d  of  next 
month,  twenty-two  years  will  have  elapsed  since 
th.;  passage  d  the  law  of  1819;  and,  doring  all 
that  time,  no  matter  what  party  has  bad  the  ma- 
jority}  the  Senate  has  anFormly  elected  its  Printer, 
at  the  8<me  period,  for  the  sacceediog  Congress. 

Mr.  C.  asked,  on  what  ground  i%  it  that  gentle- 
men  have  given  us  the  n  odest  iotimations  with 
which  wc  have  been  favored  on  ibis  occasion? 
Why,  they  assumed  that  because  the  Constitution 
gives  to  each  House  the  power  to  choose  its  own 
oflicers,  they  cannot  unite  in  passing  a  law  for  the 
appointment  of  any  person,. in  a.ivaDce,to  perform 
merely  mechanical  duties — Unties  which  presuppose 
the  necessity  of  laying  in  materialr,  and  making 
preparation  for  the  performance  of  duties,  before 
their  commencement.  Mr.  C.  denied  that  (he  Print- 
er of  either  House  was  necessarily  to  be  regarded 
Ai  an  officer,  in  the  Consiitutional  sense  of  that 
term.  The  CoD&titatiDn  had  reference  to  the  pre- 
siding officers  of  the  two  Houses — the  Secretary, 
Clerks,  Dcorkeepers,  and  such  as  were  charged 
with  the  performance  of  duties  immediately 
within  the  rooms  we  occupy.  Thi;  most  thai 
could  be  said  of  the  Priater  was,  Mr.  C.  csn- 
leoded,  that  he  was  a  qnasi  officer,  Jbnt  no  more 
our  officer  than  the  mau  who  drives  a  cart  in  ibe 
triosportation  of  our  docutneols,  books,,  and  pa- 
pers. Upon  any  other  view  of  the  Constitution,  he 
said,  jou  might  make  every  individual,  who  did 
any  other  mechanical  duty,  or  rendered  any  other 
service  beyond  these  walls  to  facilitate  cur  bosi- 
nesj,  an  ( fficer.  If  the  law  as  it  stood  was  objec- 
tionable, why  did  not  those'who  so  regirded  it  bring 
in  a  proposition  for  its  repeal  or  modiScalion?  Was 
it  not  strange,  after  the  operation  cf  ths  exi.oing 
Uw  for  twenty-two  yearr,  with  the  acquiescence  of 
all  parties,  under  the  various  changes  which  had 
taken  place  within  that  period,  and  without  even  a 
'  motion  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  its  repeal 
or  modification,  that  we  sbonld  now  hear  it  boldly 
declared  by  gentlemen  that  it  most  not  be  carried 
into  execution;  and  th«t  if.it  be  executed,  they  will 
treat  it  as  a  nnllityl  Yes,  (said  Mr.  C  )  gmtlemf  n 
plainly  tell  us  that  they  will  dii^regard  thelaw,  and 
trample  it  under  their  feet,  when  it  ii  not  likely  to 
be  executed  to  their  taste,  and  minister  to  iheir 
Tiews 

And  on  what  ground  did  they  object  to  its  execu- 
Ijont  Why,  dimply  because  the  person  who,  it  was 
supposed,  would  be  appointed,  happened  to  be  i<b- 
noxious  to  certain  honorable  gentlemen.  And 
would  not  the  person,  that  the  gentlemen  on  the 
opposite  side  would  appoint,  probably  he  equally 
obnoxious  lo  a  large  mincritji  Qenilemen  had 
alluded  to  the  cbaracter  of  ibe  paper  which  is  pub- 
lished by  the  present  Printers  (o  the  Senate,  and 
were  p'eased  to  denounce  it  for  what  they  itrmcd 
i's  slander  and  abuse,  which  had  been  »ent  fnrih  in 
its  columnr.  Now,  he  cared  not  wh'ch  of  the  politi- 
cal papers  ihey  to  k,  published  in  this  city  on  their 
tide,  be  ventured  to  say,  as  much  slander  and 
abuie — *y,  and  as  inramoos  libels,  to  adopt  the  lan- 
guage used  by  one  of  the  grntlemen — could  be  found 
in  Ibeir  columnf,  within  the  last  six  monihs,  as  had 
ever  been  pnb'ished  to  the  world  through  those  of 
any  other  paper.  Eren  Ibe  paper  which  had  been 
held  up  by  the  party  to  which  the  gentleman  be- 
longed as  the  model  of  decency,  bad  C(  niained, 
during  the  last  summer  and  fall,  rome  of  ihe  must 
nefarious  falsehood--  and  libels  ithich  bad  ever  dis- 
graced the  columns  of  any  party  paper.  He 
(bought  the  doctrines  advanced  came  with  a  bad 
grace  from  those  who  complained  so  much  of  the 
expunging  operation,  which  had  been  alluded  to  in 


the  debate.  It  accorded  very  badly  with  (heir 
boasted  deference  and  respect  ^r  law  and  order, 
whin,  in  defiance  of  law,  and  the  uniform  practice 
under  it  for  so  many  years,  they  declared  their  pre- 
determination to  displace  the  person  that  might 
now  be  appointed---no<eni  voltia — right  or  wrong — 
because,  forsooth,  be  was  poliiically  obnoxious. 
WeU,  sir,  if  gentlemen  think  proper  to  pursue  such 
a  course,  let  them  do  it,  when  they  possess  Ihe 
power  Ihey  anticipate;  for  one,  said  Mr.  C.  no 
threat  of  such  a  character  ishall  deier  me  from  the 
performance  of  a  duty  imposed  by  Ihe  law  of  the 
land. 

Mr.  MERRICK  did  not  conceive  himself  bound 
by  Ihe  joint  resolution  of  1819.  The  light  of 
Congress  to  appoint  its  own  officers  was  an  inhe- 
rent right,  and  could  not  be  rexiricied  by  any  reso- 
lution whatever.  In  the  present  case  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas  bad  staled  the  principles  on  vrhich 
he  and  his  party  were  acting — it  was  a  question  of 
party  power,  and  the  avowal  had  been  frank  and 
honorable  on  the  part  of  that  Senator.  But  as  the 
Senator  said  he  was  determined  lo  elect  his  Printer 
wbeii  be  had  the  power,  he  (Mr.  M.)  hoped  he 
would  be  excused  for  eiiarcising  the  same  privilege 
when  the  next  came  into  power,  and  permit  the 
Senate  lo  select  its  own  officers. 

Mr.  MANGUM  vgain  addressed  the  Senate,  de- 
nying that  the  resolution  of  1819  was  considered  in 
the  light  of  a  compulsory  law,  bat  as  a  mere  tacit 
understanding  of  the  iwo  branches  of  the  National 
Legislature.  The  Consiituticn  was  exceedingly 
clear  on  this  light  of  Congress,  and  no  resolution 
or  law  could  so  act  as  to  .deprive  it  of  that  right. 
Mr.  M.  alluded  to  a  case  on  (he  Executive  journal, 
where,  owing,  as  it  was  ibongbt,  lo  the  too  frequent 
appointments  by  the  Executive  of  persons  from 
the  old  Slates  lo  fill  offices  in  the  new,  there  had 
been  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Senate  refusing  to 
ratify  in  any  cace  where  the  rule  was  departed  from. 
It  was  thoDght  wrong  in  principle  to  make  appoint- 
ments from  oldStates  when  good  maleriiU  was  to  be 
found  in  the  new,  and  he  (Mr.  M.)  had  always  so 
considered.it.  No  one  would  venture  to  say,  how- 
ever, that  the  Executive  right  was  restricted  by  the 
passage  of  the  resolution.  It  wa^  considered  a  mere 
indication  of  the  public  feeling.  Qen.  Jackson,  who 
was  then  President,  was  unwilling  to  make  appoint- 
ments wbile  that  resolution  remained,  and  finally 
refused  lo  do  so  uniil  it  was  rescinded.  The  Pre- 
siJent  had  the  right  on  his  side.  The  resolution 
was  rescinded,  (fkid  Mr.  M.)  and  I  voted  for  it. 
In  the  present  case,  if  the  rnle  had  been  acquiesced 
in  by  both  Hooses,  then  there  could  be  no  cause 
for  cavil;  but  iht  right  of  Congress  to  select  its  own 
cfficers  cannot  even  be  restricted,  much  less  abro- 
gated. It  was  a  question  now  of  political  power, 
and  not  having  tasted  any  thing  of  the  kind  for 
some  years,  he  felt  disposed  to  exercise  a  little  in 
this  case.  Without  meaning  lo  be  personal,  he 
affirmed  that  the  appointment  of  certain  indivi- 
duals to  the  office  of  Public  Printer  would  be  odious 
to  the  country,  and  highly  offensive  to  the  body. 
He>  would  not  be  understood  as  being  favorable  to 
a  general  proscription;  on  the  contrary,  he  avowed 
that  where  an  officer  in  his  ministerial  capacity  had 
not  abused  his  office  or  his  trust,  nor  prostituted  his 
<  ffice  lo  political  purposes,  had  not  improperly  in- 
terfered in  the  elective  franchise,  and  was  honest 
and  capablp,.he  would  set  his  face  against  his  re- 
moval. He  considered  that  a  contrary  course 
would  be  opening  Ihe  door  to  the  corrupt  followers 
of  all  parties  lo  demand  their  reward;  that  it  would 
be  dangerous  to  our  in?iitation«  and  subversive  of 
public  liberty.  Gentlemen  said  they  had  the  power 
now,  and  would  exercise  it.  Where  is  the  neces- 
sity of  doing  so,  on  the  very  eve  of  its  departure 
from  them,  when  there  wan  a  moral  certainty  that 
their  appoio'ment  would  be  annulled  on  the  next 
meeting  of  Congressl 

The  question  being  about  to  be  put — 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  that  he  had  hoped 
thisiesolnlion  would  not  have  been  pressed.  He 
had  hoped  at  this  late  hour  of  ihe  session  it  would 
noi  have  been  attempted  by  an  expiring  A<lmini- 
siration  to  force  the  Senate  iuio  an  election  of  Print- . 
erswho  were  to  act,  not  for  those  at  present  in 
power,  bat  for  the  succeeding  AdministraiiOB.  He 
protected  against  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  Ibe 


Senator  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  fixvtca]  that  ihoae  <a 
power  were  determined  to  ns^  Iheir  power  as  long 
as  they  could,  leaving  it  to  iheir  successors  lo  do  the 
same.  Especially  when  it  was  known  that  the  in- 
dividuals to  be  appointed  were  so  utterly  odiQas  to 
those  who  were  in  a  few  days  to  succeed  to  Ibe 
possesion  of  the  Government,  that,  if  they  were 
going  to  act  like  men  and  fearlessir  difcbarge  Iheir 
duty,  it  wax  impossible  Ihey  could  allow  aneb  p*t' 
sons  to  remain  in  office  for  one  single  moment.  I 
will  now  say,  exclaimed  Mr.  C.  that  so  far  as  f 
know  the  sentiments  of  my  friendt,  there  is  net 
one  of  us  who  is  not  firmly  and  irrevocably  ile- 
lermined,  if  ihe  election  is  retcindntile,  to  re- 
scind it. 

Mr.  SEVIER  expressed  surprise  at  ibe  remarks 
which  bad  fallien  from  the  Senator  from  Kentoeky. 
Was  it  noi  perfectly  well  known  that  a  party  k«- 
ing  out  of  power,  in  making  appoinunents  to  office 
never  inquired  whether  the  pfrs^nsappoinled  would 
be  agreeable  or  not  to  the  i«rty  coming  into  powcrt 
In  the  House  of  Reprevntalives,  jast  before  tb« 
political  change  which  bronght  General  Jaekaon 
into  power,  Gales  and  Seaton  had  been  a4>poin'ed 
Public  Printers,  and  when  the  dominant  party  came 
in,  these  gentlemen  were  suffered  lo-remain  in  of- 
fice for  Iwo  years  longer. 

'  [Mr.  Benton.    We  submitted  to  it.] 

Were  not  nominations  sent  in  by  Mr.  Adams  to 
the  very  last  hoar  of  bis  terml  The  nomination  of 
Mr.  Button  of  North  Carolina,  for  the  appointment 
of  Governor  of  Arkansas,  had  been  sent  in  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  who  was  at  that  tiniM  Se- 
cretary of  Slate.  But  this,  with  all  the  other  nomi> 
nations,  was  laid  on  the  table  by  the  opposite  party, 
who  then  had  a  majority  in  the  Senate.  Was  tbe 
meaanre  now  proposed  such  a  new  and  nnpreec- 
denied  thing  that  the  Senator  need  be  surprised  at 
its  being  pressed  at  this  time?  At  the  cUxse  cf  tbe 
term  of  th«  elder  Adams,  had  not  nominations  been 
made  by  him  of  judges  at  midnight  on  (he  third  of 
March,  and  did  not  the  Senate  confirm  the  nomi- 
nations? Some  of  the  ju<i^e8  so  appointed  were  in 
office  to  this  hour.  Was.there  any  thing  strange  Ihat 
it  was  proposed  by  those  going  out  of  power  to  elect 
their  Printer  while  they  were  able  to  do  it?  He 
was  really  amused  to  see  two  old  and  experieooed. 
Senstors,  like  the  gentleman  from  New  HampiJiixe 
and  the  gentleman  from  Kentncky,  rajoliog  and 
coquetting  about  a  thing  that  eveiy  body  could  on- 
derstand.  He  was  not  fcir  mincing  matters  in  tbat 
wfy.  What  he  had  before  slated  were  facts, 
which  bad  since-  been  avowed  by  every  body  bat 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  be  bad  adduced  « 
case  in  point,  where  a  nomination  had  come  in,  at 
the  last  hour,  from  the  Senator  himself.  He  did 
not  complain  of  this.  He  bad  thought  at  the  linoe 
tbe  Domiaailon  !•  be  a  very  good  one;  and,  so  far 
as  he  was  concerned,  he  would  have  been  very 
willing  to  have  the  individual  named  as  Governor 
of  Arkansas,  but  that  nomination,  together  widt  all 
others  similarly  made,  had  been  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senator  had  told  them  about  the  party  com- 
ing into  power  turning  out  Mr.  Blair,  (he  supposed 
he  was  the  man  to  be  chosen— Mr.  S.  ^ould  vole 
for  him,)  if  he  should  be  appointed,  the  first  mo- 
ment they  had  the  power  to  dn  iL  Well,  and  were 
they  to  be  deterred  by  threats  like  these?  Not  at 
all.  He  expected  they  would  turn  him  out;  and 
not  him  only,  but  whomsoever  el>e  they  pleased. 
He  cared  nothing  for  ihis;  he  spoke  not  on  his  owa 
account;  for  happily  he  never  had  held  any  office 
other  than  that  the  people  had  given  him,  and 
therefore,  he  could  speak  with  the  greater  freedom, 
ir,  indeed,  there  happened  to  be  in  any  office  of  this 
Government  a  man  who  had  never  in  his  life 
displeased  the  Whigs,  he  supposed  he  might  be  left 
to  stand  as  a  solitary  monument  of  Whig  forbear- 
ance. But  as  for.  the  other  party,  they  expected  to 
be  turned  out,  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other.  And,  for  one,  he  should  disown  ihem  ir 
they  whimpei-ed  under  ii;  he  was  very  sare  he 
should  not.  So  far  from  it,  he  would  furnish  Ibe 
gentlemen  with  the  names  of  all  who  held  office  ia 
his  district.  They  might  (tarn  Ihem  out,  every  man, . 
and  they  would  bear  no  complaint.  Yon  have  go* ' 
tbe  power,  (cried  Mr.  S.)  and  I  expect  you  will  as» 
it.  Yon  have  got  some  hungry  fnends  there,  wb» 
bar*  been  eagerly  waiting  ib«w  tweW<  years,  and 
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now  yoo  mty  provide  for  them.  I  shonM,  wefe  I 
to  liie  circamslanccs.  I  am  not  to  be  golled  by 
this  talk  aboot  fuibeannce.  Foe  these  foaitiei 
}'ears  past  all  paitics  on  all  sides  have  exercised 
power  as  long  as  they  bad  ii;  and  I  expect  they 
will  coatinae   to  do  .<o  always.    Turn  out  Blair  if 

.  you  choose.  We  will  elect  him,  and  th?n  yon  may 
torn  him  ont  as  fast  as  yon  like. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Keotacky.  I  have  but  one  or 
two  words  to  say  in  reply  totheremaiks  of  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas.  That  gentleman  has 
entirely  misquoted  the  czprcsxion  nsed  by  me  tome 
days  since.  What  I  said  then  I  say  now — that,  in 
my  jadgment,  every  man  who  is  not  faiihfal,  capa- 

.  blr,  and  honest,  and  whe  has  not  abstained  from 
using  the  power  be  derives  from  the  possession  of 
office  to  interfere  with  the  freedom  of  elections, 
oagfat  to  be  expelled  from  the  office  he  bits  abased: 
I  never  said  that  all  ought  to  be  tarned  oat  who 
had  displeased  the  Whig«.  What  -will  be  done  by 
the  new  Adminisiraiion  I  do  not  know:  but  I  ex- 
press my  own  opinion  openly,  in  the  face  of  the 

.  world.  The  Senator  referred  to  the  appointment 
of  what  were  styled  "the  midnight  jadges"  in  the 
Ume  of  the  elder  Adams:  bat  that  was  not  like  this 
case.  Those  appointments  were  made  to  fill  ex- 
istiDg  Taoaneiex:  it  was  a  ease  where  offices  had 
beat  created  by  law  and   were  not  filled.    Mr. 

.  Adams  had  a  constitutional  right  le  ncminaie  per- 
sons to  fill  them.  But  does  not  the  Senator  know 
that  very  act  of  appotBiine  those  jadj^es  in  the  last 
moment  of  an  exptriog  Adminisiraiion  produced 
one  universal  burvt  of  isdigiiation  ihrooghDOt  the 
country;  and  that  one  amongst  the  earlirst  measures 
of  Mr.  JeflTersoD's  administration  was  amotion  made 
by  a  distinguished  and  illustrions  Senator  from  my 
own  State,  now  no  more,  to  repeal  that  act?  And 
what  was  the  case  under  the  younger  Adams?  I 
have  no  reeolleciion  of  any  nominations  made  by 
him  to.  fill  existing  vacancies.  I  recoiled  as  one 
the  case  of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  CstTTENDKH,]  who 
was  nominated  as  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Conrt, 
to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  ihe  death  of  Judge 
Trimble;  it  was  so  with  the  nomination  of  Ihe  (3o- 

'  reraor  of  Arkansas,  and  with  all  the  other  nomina- 
tions referred  to  by  the  Senator.  To  carry  on  the 
machine  of  Government,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Pre- 
sident to  nominate,  whenever  a  vacaaey  occurred. 
But  is  that  this  easel  Here  is  an  office /Ileii;  and 
the  Senator  who  proposes  an  election  is  himself 
going  ont  of  his  seat  in  the  Senate  on  the  3 1  of 
March  next.  I  presnnxe  it  will  be  snstained  by  ma- 
ny gentlemen  in  a  ptecbely  similar  situation.  Here 
is  CD  election  to  be  held,  notUo  fill  a  vacancy,  for 

!  thei«  is  no  vacancy,  but  to  anticipate  now  a  va- 
cancy, which  will  not'occnr  till  a  future  and  a  dis- 
tant day.  For  whail  for  what?  I  put  it  lo  the  can- 
dor of  gentlemen — can  they  think  that  this  is  right? 
Of  alt  the  delicate  relations  which  can  subsist  be- 
tween a  public  body  like  this  and  any  of  its  offi- 
cers, that  which  it  sustains  to  the  printer  of  its  do- 
cuments is  the  most  delicate.  That  is  not  at  all  like 
the  cases  referred  to.  Here  has  been  a  revolution, 
a  great  civil  revolution — peaeefiil,  it  is  true — but 
still  a  revolution;  and  now,  just  at  the  last  moment, 
when  a  repudiaUd  Administration  stilt  holds  pos- 

,  session  of  power,  they  propose,  not  for  their  own 

'accommodation — for  before  the  appointiKent  takes 

^practical  effect  Ibey  will  be  no  longer  in  power — 
Dut  simply  becaniie  they  have  the  naked  power  to 
do  it,  to  force  upon  the  succeeding  admini'lraticn  an 
indiTidnal  known  to  be  abhoreni  to  all  the  feelings  of 
their  hearts,  insomuch  that  nothing  can  be  con- 
ceived more  unacceptable  to  them,  than  his  oecupa- 

.tion  of  that  office.  And  this  at  the  moment  we  are 
told,  that  all  party  animotities  shoold  cease,  that 
we  should  forget  that  we  have  been  opponrnts,  and 
should  part  like  brother?.  QfUtlemea  who  have 
held  the  Oovernment  for  twelve  long  years,  in  this 
last  agonized  moment  of  departing  power,  make 
lUs  atttrnpt  to  force  upon  us,  against  all  our  feel- 


ings, this  Iheirspedal  favorite,  their  cherished  pam- 
pered Qovemment  organ  I  It  is  under  these  cir- 
cumstances that  I  tell  them,  in  my  own  name,  and 
as  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  their  sentiments,  in 
the  name  of  all  my  friends  around  me,  that  we 
should  regard  oifrselves  as  recreant  to  our  duty  if 
we  drd  not,  the  first  moment  we  poisess  the  power, 
turn  him  out,  and  put  in  bis  place  a  man  more  ac- 
ceptable to  those  who  will  then  occny  these  seats. 
And  now,  I  give  this  timely  notictt  to  the  gentle- 
man who  presses  this  measure,  to  tSe  individual 
proposed,  and  to  all  ccvtoerned,  that  no  claims  for 
damages  may  arise  hereafter. 

Mr.  KER  gave  his  reasons  for  the  vote  be  should 
give,  at  some  length,  and  said  that,  having  no  ac- 
coHuis  to  settle  for  any  past  inconsistent  vttes  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  as  some  gentlemen  seamed 
to  have,  he  should  record  bis  vote,  first,  in  favor 
of  the  amcndme]<t  of  his  friend  from  Connecticut, 
to  podpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion till  the  4ih  day  of  March  next,  and  then,  if  it 
became  necessary,  against  the  resolution  itself; 
and,  at  the  proper  time,  when,  in  his  judgment,  the 
canvenienoe  of  this  body,  and  justice  and  propriety, 
as  they  regard  ibc  rights  of  the  new  Senators  soon 
to  come  in,  shall  require  an  election  of  a  Printer, 
he  should  freely  cast  his  vote  for  that  individual 
on  whom  be  might  think  proper  to  bestow  his  pre. 
ferenoe. 

Mr.  NORVELL  said  that  he  did  not  rite  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  debate  or  the  merits  of  the  question 
l>erore  the  Senate.  That  branch  of  the  subject  had 
been  exhausted.  He  rose  lo  say,  that  l^e  indica- 
tions which  had  appeared  in  the  remarks  of  Sena- 
tors on  the  other  side,  in  the  progress  of  the  pro- 
ceedings this  morning,  afibrdeil  a  presage  of  their 
conduct,  when  they  might  come  into  the  adminis- 
tration, in  relation  to  the  principle  which  ihey  had 
so  often  and  so  long  denounced,  that  "to  the  victors 
belong  the  spoils  of  office."  He  bad  heard  enough 
to  satisfy  him  that  they  would  act  upon  that  maxim. 
He  trusted,  that  thay  would,  as  their  friends  had 
done  in  every  State  in  which  ihey  had  obtained  a 
temporary  ascendency,  make  a  general  change. 
He  bopel  that  they  wonld  sweep,  as  with  a  torna- 
do, every  political  opponent,  every  Democratic  Re- 
publican, from  office,  from  Maine  to  Qrorgia. 
They  would  thus  demonstrate  lh-«  insincerity  of 
their  professions.  They  wonld  only  carry  out  their 
practices,  wherever  they  had  obtained  powtr,  in 
opposition  to  their  declarations  when  out  of  power. 

Mr.  PRE^ON.  I  hope  not.  I  hope  and  be- 
lieve no  such  thing.  It  may  do  very  well  its  com- 
ing fiom  that  quarter;  it  is  natural  enough  that  they 
should  hope  we  shall  follow  their  example;  but  I 
have  heard  no  such  determination  avowed;  no 
such  seniioient  even  hinted  at.  I  protest  against 
it;  it  is  not  Whig  doctrine;  the  Administration 
cooving  into  power  reject  and  repupiaie  the  infa- 
mous maxim  that  to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils. 
The  spoil!)?— what  spoiW?  The  spoils  of  our  com- 
mon country?  The  spoils  of  our  brethren  and 
feilow-citizens?  b  the  cenntri  a  vanquished 
country?  God  forbid.  1  should  as  soon  think  of 
making  spoil  out  of  th«  possessions  of  my  own 
family.  Too  long  h*ve  we  seen  the  principle  acted 
upon  all  over  the  country;  we  come  into  power 
repudiating  it  from  Ihe  very  bottom  of  our  hearts. 

Mr.  NoRveLt.    I  hope  so. 

The  gentleman  hopes  so;  just  now  he  hoped  not. 
Wha'ever  his  hopes  or  his  fears  may  bf,  our  ceuise 
is  independent  of  them,  and  will  be  shaped  on  fkr 
higher  principles'  than  those  he  hai  ascribed  to  us. 
Can  any  man  object  to  the  sentiment  which  the  po- 
tential voice  of  my  honorable  friend  from  Kentucky 
— a  voice  that  is  the  echo  of  patriotism  and  honor, 
has  just  made  to  ring  through  this  hall?  Why 
should  any  one  object-  to  the  doctrine  that  a  man 
who  is  not  honest,  nor  capable,  and  who  has 
prostituted  the  power  of  his  office  to  subserve 
the  purposes  of  party,  and  to  interfere  with 
the  fre^om  of  elections,  should  be  turned 
oa(  of  the  office   be    bas  abased?     b   there 


any  thing  in  principles  of  justice  or  policy,  any 
thing  in  ihe  highest  code  of  morale,  to  forbid^ 
tbik?  Is  this  sweeping  the  land  like  a  tornado?  Is* 
this  practising  on  the  principle  that  to  the  victors 
belong  the  spoils?  Did  not  the  distinguished  per- 
son, who  is  10  be  advanced  to  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment, expressly  take  ground  against  such  a 
senliment  in  a  bill  he  introduced  into  Congress? 
Do  not  bi^  sentiments  stand  recorded  aj>ainst  it? 
We  practise  on  a  principle  like  that?  No,  sir,  no  ; 
thisiiyslem  of  proscription  is  itself  to  be  proscribed. 
I  stand  on  that  ground:  ani  so  help  me  God,  V  will, 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  act  upon  it.  I  believe 
'those  who  are  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
have  put  themselvei  npon  the  same  ground.  They 
come  into  power,  not  to  divide  the  spoils  of  the 
country  among  the  members  of  a  faction.  When 
that  principle  is  avowed  and  followed,  we  cease 
from  that  moment  to  be  a  Government  and  a  peo- 
ple: we  pass  into  a  cooqnered  nation,  and  a  con- 
quering faction,  that  seizes  the  power  and  the  forms 
of  Government  only  for  the  gratification  of  ciipidi- 
ty  and  revenge.  Never  have  I  read  in  all  the 
pages  of  political  profligacy  a  sentiment  se  detesta- 
ble as  that  the  Senator  has  ascribed  to  us.  Maehia- 
vel  himself  never  conceived  so  foul  a  maxim,  or 
dared  to  avow  it.  The  author  of  '«The  Prince" 
wonld  blush  to  utter  such  a  thought. 

There  ir,  at  the  bottom  of  all  this,  a  principle 
which  has  entered,  in  some  sort,  into  the  action  of 
this  Government:  I  mean  the  principle  that  public 
offices  are  riot  trusts  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  peo- 
ple, but  mere  mercenary  rewards  for  political  par- 
tisans, and  ihai  in  bestowing  them  our  eye  is  to  be 
directtd  only  to  the  salary  which  accompanies  them. 
I  reject  the  principle.  I  protest  against  it.  I  regard 
office  as  a  sacred  trust,  and  the  salary  attacbed  to 
the  office  a«  a  mere  incidental  thing.  I  hold  that, 
in  appointing  a  man  to  office,  it  is  not  the  interests 
of  the  man  that  are  lo  be  looked  at,  but  those  of 
the  parly  for  whose  benefit  the  trust  is  conferred, 
namely,  the  people.  I  hold  the  opposite  to  be  a 
moot  dangerons  principle,  and,  for  one,  I  tell  gen- 
tlemen in  advance  that  I  will  oppsse  the  principle 
wherever  I  me«t  it.  I  shall  resist  and  denounce  all 
giving  of  office  as  a  political  reward,  or  turning  out 
of  office  for  mere  political  opinion.  I  admit  that  it 
may  often  be  a  very  delicate  task  to  decide  ia  what 
case  an  injividual  holding  office  has  acted  impro- 
perly in  the  expiessinn  of  his  political  opinions; 
when  he  hqs  and  when  he  has  Bot  transcended  the 
line  of  hit  duty  in  mingling  in  the  party  strifes  of 
the  day.  But  I  hold  it  to  be  a  Whig  doctrine,  the 
doctrine  on  which  General  Harrison,  as  President 
of  the  Untied  States,  means  to  stand,  that  for  mere 
poliiical  op  nion  no  man  is  to  be  proscribed. 

In  the  present  case,  I  wonld  apply  the  doctrine 
avowed  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  that  whsn 
a  man  has  ab«^ed  the  power  derived  from  his  of- 
fice, he  should  be  turned  out  of  office. 

And  here  let  me  say  what  I  believe.  It  will  be 
asked,  in  reference  to  those  who  hold  office,  whe- 
ther they  have  used  the  power  of  these  offices  for 
party  purposes;  if  they  have  not,  and  are  honest, 
capable,  and  faithful,  they  will  not  be  disturbed. 

[Here  several  voices  on  the  other  side  of  the  Se- 
nate were  heard  to  say:  'There  is  no  such  case- 
there  never  will  be."] 

1  admit  it  may  be  difficult  to  decide.  Alas  for 
poor,  frail,  fallen  human  nature !  It  is  hard  to 
judge  a  political  opponent  as  we  ourselves  wonld  be 
judged.  The  strong  feelings  of  the  heart  wiO  steal 
in  and  bias  the  judgment,  in  a  greater  or  a  less  de- 
gree. All  that  can  be  f«ked  is,  that  we  put  our- 
selves on  a  sente  of  duty— that  we  endeavor  to  act 
jusUy;  and  then,  when  a  man  is  shown  to  us  to  have 
Hagilionsly  departed  from  his  duty  as  a  public  of- 
fleer,  and  made  himself  a  busy  and  a  noisy  parti- 
san, punijh  him  by  removing  him  from  office.  I 
do  not,  however,  preignd  to  set  up  a  standard  of 
conduct  for  my  party.  I  know  there  Will  be  mu- 
lakes;  mistakes  will  happen  to  the  most  upright. 
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All  1  Claim  is,  ibal  we  shall  act  on  priociplr,  not 
from  passioo. 

lo  ihe  present  case,  the  individaal  niw  employ- 
ed as  Printer  lo  the  Senate  may  be,  on  many  ac- 
eeuntv,  peoaliarly  disagreeable  lo  those  who  »re 
soon  to  be  a  majority  here;  and  let  it  be  remembef" 
cd  that  he  is  not  an  officer  of  the  Oovetnment  at 
large,  employed  as  a  general  serrant  of  the  pablie 
at  large,  bnl  that  ha  a  our  officer,  to  do  our  busi- 
ness This  is  not  a  qaestion  of  spoils;  bat  it  is  a 
question  whether  we  shall  bare  fur  onr  own  special 
aeeDt  a  person  agreeable  lo  ns.  The  question  is, 
wkethev  a  majority  of  today,  who  are  to  be  a  mi- 
nority to-morrow,  shall  fix  apon  ns  a  man  wbo  is 
kaown  by  them  to  be  peoaliarly  disagreeable  to  ns 
or  whom  he  is  appointed  to  act?  That  is  the 
foeslioni  and  I  shoold  think  it  is  a  qaestion  easily 
answered.  I  repndiale,  as  I  bare  said,  all  idea  of 
taming  a  man  oat  for  mere  opinion's  sake.  Let 
not  a  hair  of  any  man's  head  be  toached.say  I,  for 
the  political  notions  which  may  lark  under  ii. 
Never,  till  he  falls  within  the  rule  laid  down  by 
Jefferson— a  rale  which  has  now  been  avowed  by 
a  voice  which,  as  I  believe,  bat  embodied  the  will 
of  the  whole  country — never  let  a  finger  be  laid 
npon  him.  1  here  pledge  myself  never,  in  any 
case  where  my  will  or  action  may  be  concerned,  to 
indulge  in  one  jot  or  titite  of  that  most  abonuaable 
principle  charged  npon  tis  by  the  Senator  frem 
Michigan,  that  men  are  to  be  panlshed^r  opi- 
nion^ sake — that  to  the  vicfors  belong  the  spoils. 

Mr- ANDERSON  said,  he  rose  for  the  porpoM 
of  throwing  off  the  imputation  which  the  gentle- 
man who  had  jast  taken  his  seat  had  chosen  to  cast, 
as  he  nnderslood  him,  upon  the  Republican  ^arty. 
He  had  but  a  word  or  two  to  make  in  reply;  and 
he  did  this  because,  for  himself,  he  was  unwilling  to 
have  attribuied  to  hioi,  by  implication  or  otherwise, 
senlimeDls  he  oever  entr-riaintd.  For  his  part  he 
never  was  an  adrocaie  of  the  policy  of  pro'crjp'.inn — 
atid  h£  held  now  ihe  cpiniuns  upon  this  >abjeci  be 
bad  always  cbcriEhed.  He  was-  gratified  to  hrar 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  say  that  he, 
too,  was  opposed  to  prwcription,  and  that  the  pre- 
sent domioant  party  would  enter  npon  their  power 
in  that  spirit,  and  wonld  carry  ent  no  violence 
upon  the  pablio  fteting  and  sympathy  of  the  coun 
try.  He  was  plea^^ed  to  bear  him  announce  his 
opinion  to  be  that  honesty  and  capacity  constituted 
the  great  and  leading  qiialifieations  for  ofllce.  He 
trusted  that  the  opposite  party  wonld  remember 
these  declarations,  and  wonld  fairly  abide  by  them. 
He  understood  the  gentleman  to  impute  to  the  Re- 
publican party  the  policy  nf  MachUvel— and  to 
make  it  as  a  charge  npon  the  whole  parly,  as  had 
been  often  done  brfore,  that  a  solitary  individoal, 
then  a  member  of  this  body,  had  declared  in  his 
place,  that  to  the  "victors  belong  ibe  spo-ls."  For 
one,  he  repelled  this  imputation.  He  was  neither 
an' admirer  of  the  maxims  of  Machisvel,  nor  the 
system  of  policy  of  Walpole,  nor  Richelieu;  nor  did 
he,  for  himself,  nor  did  the  parly  with  which  he  had 
acted,  as  he  believed,  recognise  ihe  doctrine  that 
to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils.  It  was  ih*;  d*ela- 
lation,  he  said,  of  a  solitary  individual,  and  had 
found  BO  adaption  with  others,  nor  was  it  de- 
signed, a«  be  always  supposed,  and  understood,  to 
be  taken  ap  in  the  literal  and  odious  sense  in 
which  oor  political  opponents  have  interpreted 
it  for  the  public  ear.  He  did  not  pretend  to  uodei^ 
stand  the  origin  of  ihe  term,  or  the  exact  sense  in 
which  it  was  designed  to  be  received;  but  be  could 
well  imagine  that  it  might  have  grown  out 
of  the  clarsie  recollections  of  the  early  read- 
ings of  the  speaker,  and  he  might  have  re- 
ferred to  it  in  the  sense  in  whidi  ihe  ipoRa 
einma  were  bestowed  npon  that  gallant  R.-- 
tnan  who  was,  as  ihe  vicior,  and  distinguished  by 
peculiar  valor  and  prowess,  nnder  iheir  ancient 
customs,  entitled  to  what  they  es^ieemed  the  most 
hoooiable  reward.  For  himself,  he  uuerly  rrjected 
t.^e  ioiputauoos  which  had  been  cast  out;  and  he  de- 
nied Ihe  pretended  charge  as  to  spoils,  as  being  ap- 
plicable to  thot«  wilh  whom  he  acted,  to  be  irue  to 
any  greater  extent,  or  in  any  other  sense,  than  might 
be  ascribed  to  ibetr  opponents;  and  be  would  repeat 
that  be  was  pleased  to  hear  the  gentleman  de- 
nounce proseriptiun,  and  be  tnuted  tfaht  he 
he  and  bis  friends  would  abide  bj  it.    As  lo  Uw 


question  before  as'for  the  eieetioii  of  a  Printar,  he 
would  say,  if  it  was  right  in  eighteen  hundred  and 
ihirly-fire,  when  Heir  opponents  acted  under  the 
existing  rrgulatioa,  and  elected  their  friends  as 
Printers  in  advance,  at  the  close  of  one  Congre<:8, 
for  ibe  next,  it  is  equally  right  now;  and  with  this 
fact  befcre  him,  and  the  usage  of  Ibis  body,  he 
should  Vole  for  the  resoluiion. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  happy  to  hear  that  gentlemen 
opposite  disavowed  a  spirit  of  pr.iscripiion;  but  the 
time  wat  comini;  when  action  wai  to  follow  word's. 
He-assured  the  Senate  that  the  doctrine,  ''to  the 
victors  belong  the  spoils,"  had  never  been  known 
in  Missoarl  except  by  rumor,  and  that  during  the 
admiaistraiions  of  Qeaeral  Jackson  and  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  the  best  offices  bad  been  held  by  persons 
who  were  in  opposition  to  the  Presidents  under 
whom  they  served,  and  who  expressed  their  senti- 
ments as  freely  as  any  body  else.  The  post  rffice 
ef  Si.  Louis  was  in  the  hands  of  a  gentleman 
belonging  to  the  Opposition  party  for  four 
years  nnder  one  of  those  Administrations,  and 
when  his  pewod  of  service  expired,  instead  of  be- 
ing turned  oat,,  he  was  positively  reappointed. 
Another  held  office  eleven  years  under  General 
Jackson  and  Mr.  Van  Buren,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  only  wat  another  person  appoint- 
ed; and  he  [Mr.  Buiton]  could  assure  boaoia 
hie  Senators  ibat  when  he  had  been  applied  to 
respecting  the  removal  of  persons  from  office 
by  those  wbo  desired  the  appointments,  his  inrtri- 
able  reply,  whether  by  letter  or  word  of  mouth, 
was,  "show  me  miseooduet  and  then  I  will  inter- 
fere." There  were  several  cases  of  le-appoint- 
menls  by  Qeneral  Jackson  in  St.  Louis  of  persons 
who  weie  spposed  to  him  in  politics.  In  one  case  the 
incumbent  died  in  his  office,  and  then  a  person  of 
different  political  principles  was  appointed.  He 
coald  go  on  to  give  instance  after  instance,  but  he 
wonld  meniion  but  one-  An  Opposition  gentle- 
man holding  an  appointment  in  the  Land  Office, 
was  found  to  be  in  default  to  the  amount  of  a  few 
thousand  dollam — he  came  lo  him  (Mi.  Bcntoh) 
and  explained  bis  position,  and  satisfied  him 
ihat  the  mnney  would  be  replaced  promptly.  He 
(Mr.  Bentoh)  wrote  to  the  Secretary  to  ex- 
excuse  the  officer.  He  was  excused  — Ihe  mo- 
ney was  put  up,  and  he  remained  in  his  office 
until  his  time  was  oat,  and  a  gentleman  of  different 
polities  was  then  put  in,  and  occupied  it  for  the  fonr 
years  succcding.  This  was  the  way  they  bsd  act- 
ed. He  denied  Ibat  any  officer  bad  been  reffloved,ez- 
cept  for  cause;  and  if  honorable  Senators  would  look 
at  the  removals,  ihey  wonld  find  as  many  on  one 
side  in  politii^s,  as  the  other.  And  be  would  aRo 
say,  that  during  the  twelve  years  of  Democratic 
adminislratien,  in  the  Sate  of  Missouri  there  had 
hot  been  a  dollar  lost  by  a  disbuiser  of  the  public 
money  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  there  had 
been  ttom  Iweaty  to  thirty  millions  disbursed 
there;  nor  was  theie  a  set  ol  officers  that  were 
more  entitled  to  the  conEdenee  of  the  country.  He 
spoke  for  his  own  State,  alone^-other  gentlemen 
could  speak  for  theirs;  and  as  gentlemen  had  un- 
dertaken to  gain  so  much  reputation  in  advance 
for  the  incoming  Administration,  he  could  not  con- 
clude without  saying,  that  the  new  Administration, 
on  this  subject,  had  only  to  copy  after  Ibe  old  one; 
and  if  they  did  not  do  it,  ihey  should  hear  from 
bim  from  the  place  which  he  then  occupied. 

Mr.  NORVELL  observed  thai  ibe  maxim,  that 
"to  ibe  victors  belonged  the  spoils  of  office,"  was 
no  maxim  of  bis  creation.  It  originated,  years 
ago,  in  the  East,  in  Massachusetts.  It  was  quoted, 
in  this  body,  by  a  disiingoisbed  Senator  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  MAncv.]  And,  when  annonncrd  by 
him,  it  had  been  made  the  sabject  of  bitter  vitupe- 
ration ever  since  by  the  party  to  which  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  Souih  Carolina  [Mr.  Pbiston] 
belonged.  Bat,  profligate  as  the  maxim  might 
have  been,  ibat  parly  had  adopted  and  carried  it 
out  in  every  qoarter  in  which  they  had  obtained 
power.  He  believed  that  iKe  new  Federal  Admi- 
nistrhiion  of  this  Government  would  follow  the  ex- 
ample. He  bad  that  day  heard  enough  to  satisfy 
bim  of  that  fact.  If  an  honen,  capable,  and  faith- 
ful Democrat  ctuU  be  found,  teUt  Had  taken  He  part 
In  «iM<Wiw, such  a  nan  night  be  raved!  lUs  was 
Uie  priMi^  •uwuneed  lo  the  Senaie  tliii  mom* 


ing.  Why,  sir,  who  that  was  worthy  of  offloe 
would  be  left  in  office  on  this  principle?  Publie 
officeis  might,  forsooth,  entertain  feelings  and  opi- 
nions in  their  own  hearts  with  impunity;  but  if 
diey  breathed  them  to  others,  they  at  oaee  vuae 
under  the  proscrfptive  prineipl*  laid  down  for  the 
new  Administration !  The  "spoils  of  victory" 
maxjm  was  merciful  compared  with  Ibis  despotism 
over  the  mind,  proposed  as  the  rule  of  action  for 
the  triumphant  party  coming  into  power.  When, 
in  an  nnder  lone,  he  had,  while  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  was  upon  the  floor,  said 
that  he  "hoped  so,"  he  meant  that  he  hoped  that 
the  Senator  would  adhere  to  hit  promise,  that  he 
would  denounce  the  spoi's  maxim  here  and  here- 
after, come  from  what  quarter  it  might  We  shall 
see.  The  Senator  had  alluded  to  the  bill  brou^  ia 
the  session  before  ibe  last  by  the  Senator  (tont 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Crittcndm]  to  prevent  office 
holdeis  from  interfering  in  elections.  He  had  said 
that  that  bill  conUined  the  doctriite  ef  his  PUQ^- 
The  honorable  gentleman  was  mistaken.  UPOB 
the  final  vote  on  that  bill,  only  five  of  his  Whig 
friends  voted  for  it.  The  otheiB  retired  flrom  Ike 
vote.  Agiin,  sir,  for  twelve  years,  that  patty  bad 
been  engsged  in  denunciation?,  loud  and  d«ep,  of 
the  practice  of  appointing  members  of  Congress  to 
office.  And  what  have  we  seen  even  i&  antieipa- 
tion  of  their  possession  of  poweit  Several  mesa- 
hers  of  Congress  have  already  been  annooaeed  as 
Cabinet  appointments  determined  upon,  and  otbeis 
rumored  as  probable  appoiotmeots  for  dipkmialie 
stations!  These  things  manifest  the  sincerity  of 
the  professions  of  the  party  comiag  into  power  oa 
the  subject. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  the  Senator  (torn 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Ctar]  first,  and  after  him  the  Se- 
nator from  Sooth  Carolina,  [Mr.  PaaisroN,]  had 
so  clearly  pointed  oat  what  would  be  the  course 
of  the  next  Administration  in  regard  to  removals 
from  office,  that  doubt  or  diffieuly  on  this  question 
could  no  longer  embarrass  the  publie  mind.  TUs 
distinct  annunciation  of  Whig  principles,  proceed- 
ing, as  it  did,  frem  such  commanding  authority, 
would  instantly  relieve  Ihe  anxious  minds  of  a 
very  large  number  of  office  holders.  Accordiiif  lo 
the  avowal  of  the  two  distinguished  Senators,  the 
inquiries  respecting  each  man  now  in  office  would 
be,  was  he  bonestl — was  he  capable? — was  he  faith- 
full — and  had  he  abused  his  official  trnst  in  pro- 
moting the  re-election  of  Mr.  Van  Bureni  If  bis 
past  conduct  bad  been  such  as  wonld  enable  hiia 
to  endure  the  application  of  these  several  tests 
without  injury;  then  he  would  be  retained.  On  Ihe 
other  band,  if  it  should  be  established  that  any  of- 
ficer was  either  di'<honest,  or  unfaithful,  or  incapa- 
ble, cr  bad  brought  the  influence  of  his  office  into 
collision  wilh  the  freedom  of  elections,  we  should 
be  very  captious,  indeed,  if  we  were  to  eomplaia 
of  his  removal. 

A  suspicions  man  might,  until  this  anspi- 
cions  day,  have  apprehei)ded  Ibat  an  czlensiTe 
latitude  wonld  be  taken  in  construing  what  was 
meant  by  the  abuse  of  office  for  electioneering  par* 
poset;  bat  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  had 
also  been  clear  and  explicit  ujpon  this  subject.  He 
bad  declared,  in  the  strongest  terms,  that  an  ofllee 
hilder,  like  all  other  citizens,  bad  a  right  to  express 
bis  opinion  and  to  give  his  vote  according  to  the 
dictates  of  his  own  judgment;  and  if  he  bad  coin 
fined  himself  to  the  exercise  of  these  constitutioiial 
priveleges,  he  would  be  in  no  danger  of  removal. 
To  use  his  own  strong  language,  be  bad  proclaimed 
it  to  be  a  cardinal  doctiiae  of  Ibe  Whig  faith,  Umt 
proicripiion  must  be  proscriied. 

This  liberal  doctrine  would  save  from  proseri^ 
tion  all  our  foreign  ministers  and  other  diploniaiie 
agents  who  had  been  absent  from  the  country  dur- 
ing the  late  struggle:  but  be  (Mr.  B.)  could  hardly 
expect  so  much  generosity  even  from  the  Whigs. 
These  were  essentially  political  offices,  and  we 
could  not  complain  if  they  should  be  filled  by  ind.- 
viduals  enji>yiog  <he  entire  confidence  of  the  new 
Administration.  He  would  not,  therefore,  bold  bis 
friends  on  this  siile  of  the  House  lo  such  a  strict 
constrnciion  of  their  own  principle  as  would  pre- 
vent them  from  making  any  changes  in  our  diph^ 
malic  corps.  There  was,  however,  another  noBe- 
rons  elais  of  foieifo  aceais,  (hs  nfened  to  «y 
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lis,}  vbich,  he  rejoiced  to  say,  woald  all  be 
proieeied  from  proscriptiun,  both  by  (he  letter  aod 
q|»irit  of  ibe  mle.  He  hid  himielf  received  some 
letters  from  indiridaals  of  ibis  class,  expressing 
atrong  apprehension!  lest  they  might  be  remored 
from  office;  and  be  had  not  ventured  to  give  any  of 
them  much  encouragement.  He  coald  now  tell 
Ibeoi  that  they  might  dismiss  their  fears— nay,  that 
dier  might  even  dispel  their  doub's — if  they  bad 
had  been  honest,  faithful,  and  capable.  From  their 
lesidenee  abroad,  and  from  the  purely  commercial 
natateof  their  dut:e<,  it  was  almost  impossible  that 
Ihey  eoald  have  abased  their  official  trusts  in  pro- 
aoting  the  re-eleetion  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  These 
Osefal  pnblic  servants,  ihsn,  who  were  sca.tered 
orer  every  civiliz:^  country  on  the  face  of  ihtf 
tMth,  and  who  bad  been  engaged  in  iheic  appropri- 
ate doty  of  aiding  and  protecting  our  foreign  com- 
merce, woald  all  be  safe  under  the  tolerant  sway 
of  Ibenew  Whig  Adminis'ration. 

There  was  another  class  of  officers,  if  officers ' 
they  mifht  be  called— he  meant  ihe  clerks  in  the 
different  Departments — who  would  sleep  rounder 
to-night  than  they  bad  done  since  the  result  of  ihe 
Preaideniial  election  was  known.  Their  condition 
was  most  dependent  and  pi  iab'e;  and  many 
mothers,  wives,  and  daughters,  had  s^ent  anxious 
days  and  sleepless  nighu  in  dread,  lest  their  sons, 
«r  htisbands,  or  faihera,  might  be  removed  from 
office,  and  their  families  be  thn<i  deprived  of  the 
means  of  sobsistenee.  Let  them  now  cheer  op 
and  rest  in  perfect  security.  All  was  safe.  The 
disfraBChisement  of  ihese  clerks  would  prove  to  be 
their  best  tecority.  Tney  could  not  by  possibility 
have  voted  for  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  ihe  rzpresKion 
of  tteir  opinion  in  favor  of  his  reelection  would 
never  cause  their  removal.  Nobody  ever  beard  of 
•  mere  clerk's  appointment,  in  this  disfranchised 
District,  be'n«  abnsed  and  brought  into  cood'et 
with  the  freedom  of  elections.  Such  an  idea  woold 
be  ridieolous.  Now  he  miii>t  confess  that  he  him- 
•elf  bad  hitherto  entertained  an  apprehension  le;>t 
soch  eleiks  as  bad  expressed  their  opinion  in  favor 
of  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  against 
that  of  Cteoeral  Harrison,  might  be  removed  for 
this  oansr;  but  he  was  now  happy  thiu  pabliely  to 
acknowledge  his  mistake. 

By  the  multitude  of  office-holders  thronghont  the 
Union,  "the  potential  voice"  of  the  two  Senators 
woald  be  heaid  with  delight.  For  his  own  part,  he 
had  been  Mt&f  anxions  about  Ihe  fate  of  a  worihy 
and  respectable  widow  lady,  who  was  postmaster 
in  Ibe  city  where  he  resideil.  Gentlemen  might 
•mi'e,  but  postmaster  was  Ihe  word;  and  an  excel- 
lent postmaster  she  was.  This  lady  was  the  only 
relic  which  remained  of  the  olden  lime,  when  uo 
rale  existed  to  prevent  ladies  from  being  appointed 
poatmaateis.  Her  last  companion  had  been  a  re- 
speelable  lady  wh)  v  as  postmaster  at  Georgelown; 
iMteven  this  companion  had  recently  deserted  he% 
and  got  married.  She  wa«,  tberef are,  left  solitary 
and  alone,  being  the  only  female  in  the  United 
States  who  now  held  a  post  office  whose  emolu- 
ments exceeded  one  thousand  dollars,  and  who, 
under  the lavof  1836,  had  received  her  appoinmient 
from  the  President  and  Senate.  Even  this  old  lady 
became  apprehensive,  from  Ihe  Whig  movemeats 
aroand  her,  that  the  might  not  beptrmiited  to 
aerve  out  her  term  of  office.  He  had  told  her 
aoi  to  be  uneasjT— ibat  Qeneral  Hariison  had 
too  much  gallantry  to  remove  her,  what- 
ever mighl  b«  the  fate  of  olh'^r  office-holders. 
.Thes%  assurances  be  had  ventured  to  give  on  the 
'  merit  of  her  own  claims,  which  he  had  thought 
would  constitute  an  exception  fr<  m  what  be  iben 
believed  would -bj  the  general  rule.  She  might 
now  rest  doubly  saiisiled  ihit  she  was  in  no  dan- 
ger, because  there  wouM  be  no  pro'cripiibn  for 
mere  opinion'^  sa';e  any.  vhere,  and  nobody  would 
pretend  that  this  old  lady  had  ever  entered  the  field, 
armed  Wiib  her  official  icflurnce,  f  ither  to  defend 
Mr.  Van  Bureu  or  lo  attack  Gen.  Flarrison. 

It  was  greatly  to  be  ngreUed  ihit  the  two  Sena- 
ton  had  not,  at  an  eadier  p:r:o  <,  more  distinctly 
avowed  their  horror  of  proscripuon.  This  might 
havesavad  their  Irieadi  in  different  portions  of  the 
ITnion  from  much  unnecessary  trouble  and  eip'nse. 
Tbegeneral,  Ibongh  mistaken  imprrsiinnin  hisSlaie, 
had  Ixen  that  the  political  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Bu- 


r^  would  be  removed,  and  that  the  Whigs,  wko 
had  borne  Ihe  beat  and  burden  of  the  conies',  would 
be  rewarded  with  their  places.  This  erroneous  i"*- 
pression  was  not  confinrd  in  Penn»'ylvania,  but  had 
oetlainly  extended  lo  New  Yoik,  as  he  had  leoent- 
ly  received  a  letter  from  a  town  in  that  State,  and 
that  not  a  very  large  one  either,  informing  him  that 
there  were  twenty  applicants  far  the  post  office 
there— all  straggling  to  obtain  subscribers,  and  all 
ready  to  rash  t«  Washington  to  attend  the  inaugu- 
ration. These  gentlemen  could  not  have  known 
ihat  the  sysiem  of  rewards  and  pnni-hments  was 
abolished  iorever,  and  that  we  weie  now  soon  to  be 
blessed  with  a  political  milleuium. 

The  virtue  of  the  Senators  woald  bs  violently 
assailed;  and  if  it  were  capable  of  yielding  to  im- 
porinnity,  we  might  dread  the  result.  When  Gene- 
ral Jackson  first  ome  into  power,  the  applican's 
for  office  were  more  numerous*  than  be  had  ever 
expected  to  witness;  but,  from  what  he  had  h?ard, 
the  ru'ih  for  offi'e  here  en  the  fourth  of  March  next, 
wonid  greatly  surpass  any  ihing.  whxh  had  ever 
biea  seen  before.  Nnmerens  as  had  been  tie  indi- 
viduals anxious  to  obtain  <  ffice  on  the  accession  of 
General  Jaok^an,  he  wi'Uld  venture  to  predict  lhat 
there  would  be,  in  the  ciiy  of  Washington,  on  the 
d.\y  rf  General  Harrison's  inaugnrstion,  at  lea«t 
double  lhat  number  of  patriot'C  Whig.*,  ready  to 
rush  into  the  service  of  ih<ir  country,  and  seize 
upon  official  stations. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Hcnting- 
ton's  motion  to  pottponii,  and  nega  ived — ^yeas  19, 
nays  26,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard.  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Dixon,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington, 
Ker,  Knight,  Mangum,  Mrrrick,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives.  Rnegles,  Southard,  Tallmadgf,  Webster,  and 
White— 19. 

NAYS— -Messrj,  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clay  ef  Alabama,  Cu  hbert,  Ful- 
ton, Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Moulon, 
Nicholas,  Nicholson,  Norv<:ll,  Pierce,  Reane,  Se- 
vier, Smith  of  Csnneoiicut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young— 36. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution, 
and  it  was  passed  in  the  following  words: 

Rtiolvtd,  That  ibe  Senate  will,  on  Saturday  next, 
at  one  o'clock,  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Public 
Printer  for  the  Senate  for  the  Tweniy-sevenlh  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  then  moved  to  take  np 
his  resolution  for  the  repeal  of  the  Independent 
Treasury  bill;  which  was  agreed  to — ayes  23,  noes 
22,  as  fellows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Graham,  Hen- 
dersoa,  Hubbard,  Honiineton,  Ker,  Kn(ghi,M')n- 
gum,  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rtve<,  Ruggles, 
Sua  hard,  Tallmadge,  Webster,  White, and  Wright 
—23. 

NAYS — ^Me.ocrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Calhoun 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King.  Linn, 
L'impkin,  Moutnn,  Nicholas,  Nicholson,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  R'^ane,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Conneoicut,  Stur- 
geon, Tappan,  Wall,  Williams,  and  Young— 22. 

Mr.  CLAY  bf  Kentucky  said  he  had  no  inten- 
tion of  pressing  a  vole  on  the  resolution  to-night, 
and  would  therefc^re  move  an  adjournment. 

Several  Senators  expressed  a  wish  that  the  qae.v 
tion  mitht  be  disposed  of  this  evening,  bul  the  mo- 
tion for  adjournment  was  carried— ayes  22, 
noes  12. 

And  Ihe  Senate  adjoamrd. 

HOUSE  OF"  REPRESENTATIVES. 
FaiDiY,  Februiry  19,  l!^4l. 
As  soon  as  ihe  journal  had  bteo  read, 
Mr.  HOLMES  of  Sunih  Carolina  rose,  and  ob- 
serv  .d  that  as  he  had  not  the  honor  of  hearinv  the 
tpsech  of  Ihe  t,eatleman  from  North  Carolina  [Ur. 
Stanlv]   OB  laU  evenipg,  he  desired  to  ask  ihot 
gentleman  a  question.    (Mr.  SraiiLThad  attacked 
in  a  very  unceremonious  way  the  report  and  resola- 
ijots  of  the  Commiiiee  on  Federal  Relations  in  the 
L^gitlaiure  of  South  Carolina,  and  which  weie 
recently  presented  to  tbe  Hoose.) 

Mr.  STANLY  objected  to  it,  oaless  an  o.-jpor- 
unity  should  be  afforded  lo  all  other  geatlemao 
1  who  might  wish  to  explain. 


Mr.  HOLMES  was  understood  to  appeal  to  the 
courtesy  of  the  geat'eman  from  North  Carolina  to 
withdraw  his  objection.  He  (Mr.  H.)  did  not  in- 
tend to  enter  into  any  aigument  on  the  subject, 
but  merely  lo  ask  a  simple  courteons  question. 

Mr.  STANLY  persisted  in  his  objection,  and 
desired  the  gentleman  lo  wait  until  tbe  House 
should  go  again  into  C'-mmiiiee  of  ihe  Whole, 
when  any  re  mark  he  might  wibh  to  make  would 
be  in  order. 

Some  discussion  of  a  conversational  oharaeier 
here  arose,  during  which  Mr.  CAMPBELL  of 
South  Carolina  ro»e,  and  hoped  hi«  colleague  [Mr. 
Holmes]  wonld  mt  notice  any  remarks  the  geo- 
ilemiu  from  North  Cirolina  [Mr.  KtanlyJ  had 
made  against  their  Sia'e.  For,  however  puisstnt 
ihe  member  from  North  Carolina  might  deem  him- 
self, he,  Mr.  C.  would  assure  him  lhat  his  arm  was 
too  short  to  reach  South  Carolina.  Mr.  C.  hoped 
that  his  colleague  [Mr.  Holmes]  wonld  never  nc- 
ti'e  any  thing  the  member  might  say  against  South 
Carolina,  but  to  adopt  the  course  be,  Mr.  C.  had 
resolved  to  do,  viz:  lo  treat  ihe  member,  whenever  , 
he  spoke  agamst  lhat  Suie,  with  silent  contempt. 

Mr.  STANLY  rose,  and  holding  out  his  arm, 
said  ii  was  long  enough  to  reach  any  gentleman  in    - 
the  House,  or  words  to  that  eff  ct. 

Much  confusion  here  aro&e,  with  considerable 
laughter,  and  it  was  with  some  dffijulty  lhat  the 
CB«ia  succeeded  in  restoring  otder. 

The  SPEAKER  Slated  that  the  qneslion  before 
he  House  was  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Ea^tmibi 
last  night,  (and  during  ibe  pendency  of  which  the 
Housf  aiij  urned,)  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the 
purpose  of  going  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Mate  of  the  Union,  and  taking  up  tbe  bill  to 
exiend,  for  five  years,  the  act  approved  July  7, 
1838,  "granting  half-pay  and  pensions  lo  cetta  n 
widows." 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  a^ked  Mr.  East- 
man lo  withdraw  his  motion,  to  enable  him  to  re- 
port a  bill  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
in  conformity  with  the  re&olntion  of  the  House  of 
tbe  17<h  instant,  inslrncting  that  committee  to  re- 
port a  bill  making  the  necessary  appropriations  for 
fortifications,  naval  armaments,  and  other  necessa- 
ry preparations  to  place  the  couAry  in  a  proper 
state  of  defence. 

But  Mr.  EASTMAN  refusing, 

Tne  question  was  then  takea  by  yeas  and  itays, 
on  suspending  the  rules,  and  it  was  decided  in  tbe 
affirmative — yeas  106,  nays  42. 

So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Evans 
in  ihe  chair,}  on  6aid  bill;  which  was  read,  as 
follows: 
A  BILL  to  extend,  for  five  years,  the  act  approved 

July  seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  tbiny-sighl, 

"granting  half  pay  and  pensions  lo  oetiain  wi- 
dows." 

Bt  it  matlti  (y  iMt  Senate  and  Btmt  tj  Bxfiie- 
$entali»t$  of  llu  Uai'td  Slata  q/  ^iteHe*  in  Ceit^ 
grttt  aittmbUd,  That  the  "Act  granting  half-nay 
and  pensions  to  certain  widows,  appioved  July 
seveoth,  eighteen  hundred  and  Ihirty-eight,  be,  and 
Ihe  same  is  hereby,  extended  and  declared  to  be  in 
full  force  for  and  during  the  term  of  five  years 
from  and  after  ihe  fourth  day  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-one;  and  the  widows  alreadly  pen- 
sioned under  said  act,  khall  receive  for  anl  during 
said  five  years,  the  same  annuity  or  pension  lhat 
they  now  receive  by  virtue  of  said  ad. 

Sic  2.  Jnd  be  U  fitrtkir  enaeUd,  That  the  mar- 
riage of  the  widow,  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 
fur  whose  services  she  Claims  a  pension  under  said 
act,  shall  te  no  bar  to  the  claim  of  such  widow 
to  the  benefit  of  said  act,  she  being  a  widow  at 
the  time  she  makes  application  for  such  p.nsion. 
Sec.  3.  Jind  bi  it  further  enacUd,  That  the  widows 
of  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  have  died  since  the 
passage  of  said  act,  or  shall  hereafter  die,  and  lbs 
widows  of  snch  officers  and  soldiers  as  have'died^ 
since  ihe  pas-age  of  the  act  of  July  foarlh,  ejgh-  ■ 
teen  hundttd  ihirty-six,  granting  half  pay  to  wi- 
dovs  and  orphans  in  certain  cases,  shall  be  entitled 
to  pensions  under  said  ac's  req^etively,  they  be- 
ing otherwise  eniiiUd  thereto,  and  wi(kiwi  at  the 
time  application  for  a  pension  is  made. 

Mr.  EASTMAN  biiefly  recapitulattd  the  pra 
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visidk*  of  the  bill;  and  eoDclnded  bj  saying  that  the 
qtaesiion  of  poasions  for  Revolationary  serriccs 
WIS  well  naderstood  by  the  country,  and  it  was  not 
lliflilMHiy  to  go  into  a  history  of  the  subject  at  the 
umtnt  tittle.  He  therefore  hoped  the  bill  wontd 
be  paaMd  withotit  debate. 

After  come  remarUs  by  Messrs.  HAND,  STAN- 
LT,  and  MORGAN, 

Mr.  ^ROFFIT  mored  that  the  committee  rise 
and  report  the  bill  to  the  House;  bat  the  motion  was 
BotaecoDded. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  to  strike  out  the 
first  two  sections,  after  the  enacting  claase,  and 
insert  as  follows: 

"That  the  widows  of  such  officers  and  soldiers 
as  hare  died  since  the  passage  of  the  act  entiiled 
"An  act  granting  balf-pav  an'i  pensions  to  certain 
widows,"  approved  July  7, 1838,  or  shall  hereafter 
die,  and  the  widows  of  sach  officers  and  soldiers  as 
have  died  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  July  4, 
1836,  granting  haif-pay  to  widows  or  orphans  in 
eertain  eases,  shall  be  entitled  to  pensions  under 
aaid  acts  respeetirely,  tbey  being  oihrrwise  eniiiled 
thereta;  and  a  second  marriage  shall'  be  no  bar  to 
granting  a  ptnsion  to  any  widow  ot  a  Re7<  lution- 
aiy  offieeror  soldier,  she  being  a  widow  at  (he  time 
~  of  ber  appiieation." 

Mr.  PECK  submitted  the  followlDg  amendmeat: 
"Strike  oat,  in  section  1,  last  line,  the  words  'that 
tk*j  now  receive,'  and  insert  'to  which  ih°y  were 
now  entitled.'" 

The  debate  was  farther  continued  by  Messrs. 
MONROE,  TILLINGHAST.  PETRIKIN.  W. 
THOMPSON,  REED,  and  JONES  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  PICKENS  protested  agaioit  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  involnog  so  great  an  amount  of  money, 
without  proper  »ii  mates.  Where  were  the  docu- 
menia  on  whieh  they  were  to  found  their  legi&la- 
tiont  He  hoped  the  committee  would  not  act  on 
such  loose  estimates.  Could  gentleman  te  aw^re 
of  the  conaeqaences  which  would  arise  from  this 
large  system  of  pensions.  Were  they  prepared  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session  to  go  blindfolded  into 
a  inevvK,  drawing  upwards  of  two  millions  and 
a  half  from  the  Treasury.  For  his  part  he  would 
not  aet  npoB  so  important  a  subject,  without  proper 
and  correct  infoqpatioo. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  P.  ailnded  to 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Stahlt  on  lact  evening,  and  inti- 
mated that  be,  Mr.  P.  woold  have  to  ezcereise  proper 
caution,  or  he  woold  have  the  misfortune  to  draw 
down  upon  himselffthe  anger  of  that  viodictive  gen- 
tleman. And  for  fear  of  falling  under  that  gentle- 
man^ pony  arm,  he  would  refrain  from  raying 
what  he  intended.  Alluding  to  the  attack 
of  Mr.  Stahlt  on  the  resolations  of  the  Legislature 
of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  P.  intimated  that  the  mem- 
ber had  shot  his  dreaded  arrows  at  Snnth  Carolina 
with  aboat  as  much  effect  as  the  ravage  who  let 
fly  Us  arrows  at  the  stin.  The  member  had  b^an- 
disiied  bis  battle-axe  like  Richard,  and  strode  over 
tae  whole  eoantry,  dealing  vengeance  aroand.  The 
eoorse  of  the  member  forcibly  reminded  him  of  the 
nnnery  rhyme: 

"Who  shot  cock  robin? 
/,  said  the  q>«rrow, 
•  Wiih  si^  bow  and  arrow, 
I  shot  cock  robin." 
Mr.  STANLY  replied,  and  in  the  ^arse  of  bis 
lemaiks,  expressed  bis  conviction  iha^s  "pigmy 
arm"  was  strong  enonth  to  kill  a  dozen  sach  cock 
robins  as  Mr.  Picxcns. 
After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  BRIGOS, 
Hm   qaestinn  was   tairen  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  sobmitted  by  Mr.  Pbck,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative.' 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  after  calling  the  attention 
of  the  oommittee  to  the  nature  of  the  amendment 
which  he  had  submitted,  gave  way  to 

Mr.  HAND,  to  propose  an  amendment  viz:  in 
the  eighth  liae,  first  section,  after  the  words  "alrea- 
^  dy  pensioned"  the  words  "or  that  may  hereafter 
be  pemioned;"  and 
The  amendment  was  adopted. 
Mr.  DAYIBS  of  Pennsylvania  expressed  him- 
self briefly  in  fhvor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  ta  intert  after  the 
words  "soeh  officers  and  loldiens"  the  words  "of 
the  Bevohttton;  "whieh  amendment  was  adopted. 


The  question  was  then  taken,  by  lel1er!>,  on  Mr. 
Usdcrwood's  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  ne- 
gitive— ayes  61,  noes  89. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment, viz: 

"Be  it  enaeUd,  That  the  provisions  of  the  act 
approved  7ih  June,  1833,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
meniary  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  surviving 
officers  and  soldieis  of  the  Revolution,"  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  extended  so  as  to  embrace  all  those 
officers  and  soldiers,  spies,  aind  rangers,  who, 
under  one  or  more  engagements,  shall  have  served 
for  a  term  of  three  months  or  upwards  in  the  wars 
against  the  Indian  tribes  at  any  time  previons  to 
the  treaty  of  Greenville,  in  the  year  1795;  and  on 
application  at  the  proper  Department,  and  proof 
thereof,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  have  their  names 
placed  on  the  pension  roll." 

Messrs.  HOPKINS,  HAND,  JOHNSON  of  Vii- 
ginit,  and  HALL,  Severally  addressed  the  eomnr.it- 

tee;  and 

"rhe  question  on  the  amendment  was  fat,  and 
negatived— ayes  43,  noes  63 

Mr.  CRABB  olTered  the  foUowicg  amendment; 
which  was  adopted: 

Sac.  — .  Jtnd  bt  it  Jvrtiiei-  enaeltd,  That  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  directing  the  transfer  of  money 
unclaimed  by  ceriain  pensteners,  and  aatbonz  ng 
the  payment  of  the  same  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Slates,"  approved  April  6,  1838,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Mr.  GRAVES  sobmitted  the  following  amend- 
ment, whieh  was  rcAd,  as  follow;: 

Be  it  Jurther  enaeleJ,  That  the  widows  and  chil- 
dren of  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United 
States,  who  may  have  died  of  wounds  received  in 
the  service  of  the  country,  but  who  may  have  left 
the  service  previously  to  their  death,  thall  be  enti- 
tled to  I  he  same  pension  as  though  they  had  been  in 
the  service  at  the  time  of  their  death. 

Mr.  GRAVES  briefly  advocated  the  amendment, 
and  Mr.  HAND  opposed  iu 

The  qoejtion  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment, 
and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  GRAVES  submitted  another  amendment,  as 
follows: 

Bttt/mtkeretuOtd,  That  Mary  Barney,  widow 
of  Commodore  Barney,  shall  receive  during  her 
life,  the  same  pension  which  she  has  been  in  the 
receipt  of  up  to  the  discontinuance  of  ber  late  pen- 
sion. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  bat  no  quorum 
voting. 

And  it  being  now  half  past  3  o'clock. 

The  Hottse  took  a  recess  until  4  o'clock,  p.  m. 

Mr.  RVANS,  who  was  in  the  chair  this  momine 
daring  the  debate  between  Messrs.  Pickens  and 
Stiklt,  on  leave  tecapitolated  ihf;  ciscumstances 
under  which  the  debate  look  place,  with  a  view  of 
correcting  any  misunderstanding  between  the  par- 
tie^  He,  Mr.  E.  had  not  called  tbe  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  to  order,  because  be  un- 
derstood him  as  referring  to  (he  argvmeni* 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
STiMLT,)  and  as  intending  no  pertnud  application. 
This  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  of 
coarse  a  rightto  do,  as  the  arguments  of  every 
gentleman  were  open  to  atack.  Bat  he,  Mr.  B. 
believed  ihat  the  gentleman  from  Nonh  Carolina 
had  misconceived  Sxe  obj.-ctof  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  and  appeared  to  have  understood 
the  language  as  intended  to  apply  personally,  in- 
stead of  to  the  argument 

Mr.  E.  then  appealed  to  Mr.  Pickems,  whether 
be  had  not  taken  a  correct  view  of  tbe  case. 

Mr.  PICKENS  on  being  thus  appealed  to,  said, 
in  substance,  that  he  had  indulged  in  ridicule  freely, 
bat  within  the  limits  of  parliamentary  usage,  and 
be  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  ridicule  was 
intended  to  apply  solely  to  tbe  arguments  of  the 
gentleman. 

On  a  similar  appeal  being  made  by  Mr.  EVANS 
to  Mr.  STAiaT,  the  latter  observed,  in  ^nb;tanee, 
that,  at  the  time,  he  was  disposed  to  think  the  strong 
language  of  the  gentleman  from  Soath  Carolina 
as  something  more  than  ridicule;  but  as  tbe  gentle. 
man  had  diMlaimed  atay  personal  alla!«ion,he  [Mr. 
8.]  WW  wiUiag  to  take  the  lenuirkt  m  they  were 


intended,  and  wished   his  language  in  reply  to  be 
understood  in  like  manner. 

[EVKMIMO  SassiOH.] 
After  the  recess — 

The  bill  for  extending  the  act  granting  pensions 
to  ceriain  widows  and  orphans,  being  under  consi- 
deration in  Commmittee  of  the  Whcle, 

Tbe  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  GiuvES,  and  it  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  EASTMAN  sabmitted  a  further  amend, 
ment  merely  to  prevent  a  misconception  as  to  the 
meanin;  of  a  portion  of  the  bill,  which  amendment 
was  concurred  in. 

There  being  no  further  amendments  proposed, 
the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill,  as  amend- 
ed 10  the  House. 

And  the  question  beiag  on  agreeing  with  the 
several  amendments  by  the    Committee  of    the 
Whole,  was  put  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
So  the  amendments  were  concarted  in. 
The  bill  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  tojtt  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 
And  the  bill  having  been  read  a  third  time. 
The  qoeition  recurred  upon  its  passage. 
Mr.  DROMGOOLB  demanded   the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken  were  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Judssn  Allen,  Ander- 
son, Andrews,  Atherton,  Baker,  Beatty,  Black- 
well,  Boardman,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Burke,  Car- 
roll, Ca;sey,  Ciinn,  Chittenden,  Clifl^ord,  William 
R.  Cooper,  Cranston,  Cashing,  X>avee,  Edward 
Davies,  John  Davis,  Garrett  Davis,  Dicbeison, 
Doao,  Doe,  Earl,  Eastman,  Edwards,  Ely,  Evans, 
Everett,  Fillmore,  Fine,  Floyd,  Fomance,  Gal- 
braitb.  Gates,  Geny,  Giddings,  Goggin,  Goode, 
Granger,' Graves,  Hall,  Hammond,  Haud,  John 
Hastings,  Henry,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hoffman, 
Hunt,  Jamef,  Keim,  Kempshall,  Kille,  Lane, 
Leadbetter,  Lsei,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Lowell,  Mc- 
Carty,McClellan,McClore,McCalloch,M.Mallory, 
Mason,  Medill,  Monroe,  Montanya,  Moore,  Nay- 
lor,  Newbard,  Osborne,  Palen,  Parmenter,  Parris, 
Paynter,  Peck,  Randall,  Rariden,  Reed,  Reynolds, 
Ridgway,  Edward  Rogers,  Russell,  Sergeant, 
Shaw,  Simonlon,  John  Smith,  Truman  Smith,' 
Thomas  Smith,  Sleenrod.  Strong,  Stuart,  John  B. 
Thompson,  Tillinghasi,  Toland,  Trumbull,  Yan- 
derpoel,  David  D.  Wegener,  Peier  J.  Wagner, 
Weller,  John  While,  Wick,  Jared  W-  Williams, 
Thomas  W.  WiUianu,  Henry  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  and  Christopher  H.  Williams— 113. 
NAYS— Messrs.  Alford,  John  W.  Allen, 
Banks,  Beime,  Black,  Brewster,  Sampson  H. 
Bntler,  Connor,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Orabb,  Daw> 
son,  E>eberry,  Dromgoole,  Fisher,  Gtentry,  Haber- 
sham, Hawkinit,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Hubbard,  Jaek- 
san,  Jamesnn,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones, 
Lucas,McKay,  F.  Mallory,  Miller,  Morrow,  Nisbet, 
Pickens,  Rhett,  Rives,  James  Kogeis,  Samuels, 
Shepard,  Stanly,  Suvter,  Taliaferro,  Waddy 
Thompson,  Underwood,  and  Warren— 49. 
So  the  bill  passed. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  asked  the  general  con- 
sent of  the  Houfe  tn  permit  him  to  lay  before  the 
House  a  number  of  joint  resolutions  and  memorials 
which  he  had  been  lor  a  long  time  receiving  ftom 
his  Legislature  on  a  variety  of  subjects. 

It  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  RUSSELL  of  New 
York. 

Mr.  SMITH  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rales 
for  leave,  bat  was  ruled  oat  of  order  by  tbe 
Spcikeb. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the 
House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commitiee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  (he  state  of  the  Uuicn.'and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  th:  bill  making  appropriations  for 
tbe  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Government 
for  1841. 

The  qnestion  pending  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
SriNLT  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  tbe 
bill. 

Mr.  RHBTT  being  entitled  to  tbe  floor,  spoke  at 
greit  length.    His  remarbs  will  appeir  hereafter. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.next  obtained  the  floor;  but 
gave  way  fur  a  motion  that  the  committee  rise; 
whieh  prerailed.  '  O 
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[Mr.  NicHOLSOM  (Dem.)  and  Mr.  Bt.jm(ttii,) 

were  absent  when  th*  vote  was  tabaik.] 

REPEAL  OF  THE  INDEPENDENT  TKXUaxr. 

The  reaolQiion  sabmitted  by  Mr.  Cut  of  Kok- 
lucky  for  ibe  repeal  of  the  lodependeni  Trearaiy 
law,  with  the  amendment  propoMd  by  Alum,  wu 
taken  ap,  and  tit.  CLAY  addressed  the  Senate  in 
favor  of  its  adoption. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  after  a  few  remark*  in  explaiMo 
tion  of  the  motion  be  was  aboot  to  make,  moved 
to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table,  bnt  withdrew 
it  at  the  reqoett  of 
Mr.  CLAY,  who  brieflr  replied  te  Mr.  AiLm. 
Mr.  WILUAM8  and  Mr.  WALBXR  followed, 
assii^iog  their  reasoss  for  the  rotes  they  wereabont 
to  give- 
Mr.  WILLIAMS  said,  that  (he  yeas  and  nay* 
having  been  ordered,  and  as  the  resolntions  of  hit 
State,  which  it  bceame  his  daty  to  present  to  the 
Sentte  a  few  days  since,  had  reference  to  the  qnes> 
tion  to  be  voted  npon,  he  deemed  it  hia  doty  to  say 
something  before  lecording  the  vote  which  he  should 
give.  The  lesolation  now  under  consideration,  !■•  ' 
strocts  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  biing  in  a  bill 
to  repeal  the  act  passed  last  year,  called  the  Inde- 
pendent Treasury  billi  and  it  will  be  reeoUected 
that  one  of  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Legialar 
tare  of  Maine,  now  in  sessioB,  deelarev,  "that  Iha 
act  of  Congress  in  relation  to  the  eoUeetion,  keep* 
ing,  and  disboning  the  pablie  money,  approved  on 
the  4ih  of  Jaly  last,  commonly  denominated  the 
indepeadent,  or  Snb-Treasury  act,  was  oBoalted 
for  by  the  people,  and  is  sga-nst  the  geniu  of  oor 
free  institutions,  tending  to  substiinte  a  metallic  for 
our  present  mixed  currency,  and  ought  forthwith 
to  be  repealed;"  and  another  resdntioa  is,  "that  Iha  ° 
honorable  Reael  Williams,  previons  to  his  eleetioft 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  having  dedaied 
and  published  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  elected  to 
carry  into  effect  the  will  of  his  constituents,  if  he 
is  iaslrncted  what  that  will  is,  or  resign  his  ttast— 
we,  therefore,  hereby  initruet  him  that  the  foreg(H 
ing  resolntions  express  the  will  of  his  eonstitneBts.'* 
Intending  to  obey  the  instructions  of  the  Legida. 
tare,  when  given  as  sncb,  or  resign  his  tmst,  Mr. 
W.  said  the  qnestion  was,  whether  or  not  the  reso>' 
lotions  of  his  State  were  instructions  to  him  how 
be  should  vote  npon  this  or  any  other  of  the  snb- 
jeets  named  in  the  resolutions.  Some  one  shoakt 
be  responsible  to  the  people  for  every  vot«  given  by 
a  Senator  upon  this  floor,  and  that  responsibility 
should  not  be  uncertain,  or  the  subject  of  contest  b^ 
tween  the  Senator  and  the  Legislatare,  if  it 
should  happen  that  the  vote  should  prove 
wiong  or  adverse  to  the  public  good.  A 
Senator  must  be  held  reiponsible  to  his  eon> 
stitueais  and  to  bis  country  for  all  votes  may 
give,  unless  he  can  sajr  and  prove  that  he  gives  the 
vote  under  the  instructions  of  his  Legislature,  and 
in  such  case  the  vote  so  given  is,  virtually,  not  his 
vole,  but  the  vote  of  the  Leglslaiiuv;  in  which  ease 
the  responsibility  attending  it  is  upon  the  Lexisla* 
tare,  and  they  are  responsible  to  the  people  tot  it, 
and  not  the  Senator.  In  this  view  of  the  case, 
Mr.  W.  said  be  conM  not  regard  the  resolutions  of 
his  Legislature  as  instructing  him  how  to  vote  opoa 
this  or  any  of  the  subjects  named  in  them,  and  he 
was  confirmed  in  this  be'ief  that  they  were  notsnefa 
instructions  as  would  changejhe  responsibility  of 
ihe  voles  he  might  give,  from  Mbelf  to  the  Legisla> 
tare,  by  the  opinion  of  those  in  whoaeiudgment  he 
bad  great  confidence.  If,  said  Mr.  W.  the  Legis- 
latare  of  his  State  desired  him  to  vote  for  or 
against  any  measure,  it  was  only  for  Bern  to  say 
so,  in  terms  not  liable  to  dispute  or  question,  and 
be  weald  obiy  or  resign.  He  only  wished  the  in* 
stmciions  to  be  in  sacb  language  as  would  autho- 
rize him  to  say,  now  and  hereafter,  that  the  votes  he 
should  give  under  instructions,  were  the  votes  d|- 
reded  »y  M*  LdgUlature,  and  for  whieh  ttty,  m4  ntt 
he,  were  retponsible  to  their  common  maslen. 

Are  the  resolntions  of  the  Lagislatnie  of  Maine, 
then,  to  be  regarded  as  such  instructions  as  wonid 
make  the  Legislature  responsible  to  the  people  of 
Maine  for  any  conseqaenees  which  may  resoll 
from  the  adoption  of  the  vanous  measarss  they 
reeommendl  Did  the  majoiicy  of  the  Legislatnm 
which  pasted  the  resolutions  cottteni)date  or  ini 
lend  10  aKviaeany  siichreBpoBs^im^^  ^  lbo«(lM 


The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  House  the 
following  communications,  viz: 

I.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
milting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House,  of  the  19ib  ult.  statements  showing  a  com- 
parative view  of  the  average  cost  of  the  army 
proper,  for  each  individual,  taking  the  aggregate  of 
the  officer;,  professors  of  the  Military  Academy, 
cadets,  and  enlisted  men  in  the  rervice  of  the 
United  Suies  for  the  year  1837, 1838,  1839,  and 
1840,  for  Bubeist'nce  to  solJlers,  clothing,  and 
qnartermasters  and  medical  stores,  and  other  ar- 
ticles embraced  under  the  general  cjiaraeter  of  sup- 
plies for  the  army  not  fixed  by  law,  &c. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

II.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting in  obedience  to  a  resolation  of  the  House 
passed  tbe  25th  of  May,  1840,  reporU  of  the  Pay- 
masifr  Qeneral,  Adjutant  Gleneral,  Commissary 
Oeneralof  SuIk-i  .lence,and  dnartermaster  General, 
together  with  documents  in  relation  to  the  claims 
of, the  Territory  of  leva  fur  the  expenses  of  a 
iwttlon  of  the  militia  of  said  Territory^  called  into 
service  during  the  aatama  of  1839. 

Referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fhirs. 

III.  A  letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  bans- 
mitting  the  annual  report  of  the  Colonel  of  Ord-. 
nance,  with  a  statement  showing  the  expenses  of 
the  national  armories,  and  of  the  arms^  dbs.  made 
therein  during  the  year  ending  Sept.  30, 1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

IV.  A  letter  from  tbe  Commissiooer  of  Patents, 
tsansmittingi  in  obedience  to  tbe  act  "to  promote 
the  useful  arts,"  his  snnual  reporu 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 
And  then,  at  ten  minutes  past  7  o'clock, 
Tbe  House  adjourned. 

IN  SKNATB, 

SjtTORDAY,  February  20,   1841. 

The  yiCB  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2  i  instani,  in  rda-, 
tion  to  the  suspension  of  payments  under  treaty 
with  the  Stockbiidge  and  Munsee  Indians;  which 
was  laid  on  tbe  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  cf  Alabama  presented  a  memorial 
of  citizens  of  Morgan  county,  Alabama,  praying 
the  passage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

'  Mr.  YODNQ  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  the  citizens  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa,  pray- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  mail  route;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ihe  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  the  memorial  of  a 
number  of  the  citizens  of  Maine,  prayiujg  ibe  en- 
actment of  a  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  memorial  of  Susan 
Dougherty;  which  was  referred  to  tbe  Cpmmiitee  on 
Revolutionary  Clalmj. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  submitted  tbe  followiag  reso- 
Intion,  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Bei^atd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  oommoni- 
caie  to  the  Senate  the  number  of  claims  filed  before 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  under  the  Cherokee 
treaty  of  1835,  '6,  for  compensation  under  said 
treaty  for  reservations  taken  by  the  claimants  or 
their  ancestors,  under  die  Cher^ee  treaties  of  1817 
and  1819;  the  names  tif  the  claimants,  and  tbe 
amount  claimed  for  each  retetvaiion;  the  number 
of  reservotian  claims  allowed  by  the  Board;  tbe 
amounts  severally  awarded,  tbe  aggregate  thereof, 
and  the  names  of  the  elaimanis  to  whom  awarded; 
the  number  of  rezervation  claims  rejected  by  the 
Board;  the  amoanis  severally  claimed,  the  aggre- 
gate thereof^  and  the  names  of  the  olaimanls.  Also, 
the  number  of  reservations  registered  for  under  said 
treaties  of  1817  and  1819.  That  he  also  oommuni- 
eate  how  much  of  the  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lan  appropriated  under  the  third  supplemental  arti- 
ele  of  the  treaty  of  1835,  '6,  for  the  saliafaeuon  of 
reservation  clainw,  has  been  applied  to  that  object, 
atd  how  much  of  said  fund  remains  unexpended; 
whether,  in  his  opinion,  any,  and  what,  reservation 
pr  othei  claims  i^e^  by  the  Board  of  Comait- 


sioners  are,  from  the  evidence  on  file,  within  the 
eqoity  of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1835,  '6 

Mr.  WRIQHT  submitted  the  followiag  motion; 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to. 

Bkubud,  That  the  Secretary  of  Stale  inform  tbe 
Senate  what  progress  has  been  made  in  the  comple- 
tion of  the  cenitas  of  1840;  whether  tbe  work,  or 
any  part  of  it,  has  yet  been  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  printer  to  Congress,  as  required  by  the  laws; 
and  whether  the  printed  abstracts  may  be  expected 
to  be  laid  before  Congress  during  its  present  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  tbe  foltowiag  resolution), 
which  were  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Ruohud,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route  from  Har- 
rtsonville,  sonih,  to  Charlouesville,  on  tbe  sonih 
side  of  Merriderine  river,  fifteen  miles  above  tbe 
Harmony  muoion,  in  the  State  of  Missouri. 

Buobatd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  iaqaire  into  the 
expediency  of  extending  tbe  ma^l  ronte  from  Little 
Osage  along  tbe  western  line  of  the  Slate  of  Mis- 
siuri,  so  as  to  intersect  the  route  terminating  at 
Clemmoiis's  office  in  Jasper  ooiuty,  fifty-five  miles. 

The  following  resolntioQ,  snbmiited  some  days 
since  by  Mr.  Phblpj,  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

BMoiwd,  That  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  any  money 
has  been  paid  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Slates  to  any  person  whose  namj  is  included  in  a 
list  of  balances  standing  on  the  books  of  the  Trea- 
sury, which  have  remained  unsettled  by  receivers 
of  public  moneys  more  than  three  years  prior  to 
the  30th  September,  1839;  and  if  any  money  has 
been  paid  to  any  such  receivers,  to  whom,  with  the 
amount  and  date  of  each  payment;  and,  also,  when 
tbe  sums  constituting  such  balanoes  against  any  re- 
ceiver were  severally  received'  by  him,  if  there  be 
sneh  information,  and  if  not,  when  such  balances 
were  reported  against  sneh  receivers  npon  the  books 
of  that  Department. 

Mr.  NORVELL  moved  to  take  up  the  resolu- 
tion relative  to  the  admission  of  ladies  to  the  privi- 
leged seats  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  which  was 
laid  on  the  table  on  Thursday.  The  motion  was 
disagreed  to — ayes  17,  noes  26. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NORVELL,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  auiborizing  the  erection 
of  certain  light-bouses  and  light-boats,  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  certain  buoys  and  beacon  lighbi,  and 
afiVr  various  amendments  had  been  adopted,  it  was 
ordered  lo  he  en^ros$ed  fur  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  HoU'e  bill  further  to  con- 
t'nne  in  force  tbe  act  for  the  payment  of  horses  and 
other  property  lost  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States;  and  it  was  erdered  to  a  third  read- 
ing, and  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  bill  to  extend  for  five  years  the  act, 
approved  July  7, 1838,  grantiog  half  pay  and  pen- 
sions to  certara  widows,  was  reads  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Conlmittee  on  Pensions. 

The  bill  to  provide  fur  the  allowance  of  invalid 
pensions  to  certain  Cherokee  warriors,  nnder  the 
provisions  of  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1835;  and 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McLeod;  were 
severally  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  Ihird  read- 
ing. 

Tbe  Honse  bill  concerning  navy  pensions  and 
balfpay,«was  taken  up,  and  after  various  amend- 
ments bad  been  adopted,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
WALKER,  laid  on  tbe  table  for  the  present 

The  Senate  then,  in  pursuance  to  the  order  of 
yesieiday,  proceeded  to  the 

ELECTION  OF  PRINTER. 

Mr.  MANGUM  announced  his  intention  of  not 
voting. 

The  ballots  having  been  counted,  the  VICE 
PRESIDENT  announced  the  result  at  follows: 
For  Blaib  and  Rivns,  36 

P.  P.  Burn,  1 

8o  BLAia  and  Riyss  were  declared  to  be  duly 
dected  Printers  of  t|>e  Senate  f«r  Ihe  37ih  Con- 
gress. 
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not,  bccanae  in  terms  they  are  noi  snch,  and  he 
had  teen  in  ibe  reports  of  the  procvediogs  of  that 
Legislature,  while  the  resolatioDS  we.'e  onder  coo* 
rideratioD,  that  the  same  majority  whicli  passed 
them,  refuted,  by  a  vote,  laken  by  ay>-s  and  nooii, 
to  adopt  aa  amendment  then  propo^d  to  prereJe 
thevoidi  *'the  honorable"  iit  ■hes':  word:.:  ■■believ'- 
ing  the  doctrines  of  instroctiotn  to  be  funnded  in 
soand  sense  and  enligh:eaed  reaton,  and  hil-line 
firmly -to  the  opinion  that  it  is  ibedaly  ot  iheeleeied 
to  obey  the  will  of  the  eleclors,  or  else  to  resign  the 
trnst  confided  to  his  care."  Again,  if  the  majority 
intended  to  instruct,  and  to  make  themselves  re- 
sponsible for  votes  eiren  in  coaformity  witii  the 
resolotions,  why  did  they  not  du  it  in  terms  not 
liabte  to  miseoncepltMl  or  di^pntet  Why  "instrart 
him  that  ibe  foregoing  resnlniionsezpress  Ibe  will  of 
bis  eoDStitntnls,"  and  nothing  more?  Suppose  ("aid 
Mr.  W.)  his  vote  shoald  be  given  in  aceorda-  ce 
with  what  the  Legislature  declare  to  be  the  will  of 
his  constitnents,  and  it  should  prove  that  such  was 
not  the  will  of  his  constitnents,  or  that  rninoas  con- 
sfquences  shoald  result  from  snch  a  voU;  and  9pon 

'being  called  to  account  for  thus  voting,  he  shoald 
attempt  to  screen  himself  from  the  responsibility  of 
tbe  vote,  and  east  it  npon  the  Legiriatare  of  his 
State,  ooold  he  do  ill  Might  not  the  majority  well 
say  that  by  the  resolutions  they  meant  to  instruct 
him  what  they  considered  and  hrld  io  be  the  will 
of  his  consiiinest^  and  then  leave  him  ts  act  apnn 
his  own  respontibiliiyT  and  that  they  bad  no  idea 
of  responsibility  farther  than  lo  ezpr*«s  their  <  pi- 
nion of  the  will  of  bi:  consiitncnts? 

Bat, eonittued  Mr.  W.  it  maj  be s«i'1  that, al- 
though the  Legislature  bad  not  instructed,  or  in* 
tended  to  instruct  him,  in  such  manner  as  lo  make 
them  responsible  for  tbe  votes'  he  might  give  purso" 
ant  to  their  resolntions,  still  it  was  his  duty  to  obey 
or  re»gn,  in  consequence  of  his  answers  to  cenain 
questions  published  near  the  time  of  bis  first  elec- 
tion to  the  Senate,  and  aHuded  to  in  ihe  rejolutioos. 
Is  this  so?  To  determine  this  point,  the  qaesiion 
and  answer  should  both  be  considered,  and  ihey 
are  these,  dnestion — "Is  it  the  right  of  the  people, 
through  their  Representatives,  to  instract  their  pub- 
lic servants,  and  direct  their  action  upon  all  mat- 
ters of  general  interejrf;  and  is  it,  or-isit  not,  the 
imperative  duty  of  snch  publ  e  servants  to  obey 

.  snch  instroeiions,  or  give  up  tbe  trusts  eonfidi^l  to 
Ihemt"  Answer— "I  re«:ard  the  elected  as  the 
rgentof  the  electors.  By  the  election,  a  confi- 
dence is  reposed  in  tbe  agent,  and  he  is  t.'>  act, 
in  the  absence  of  innractionj,  according  to  his 
best  judgment  and  discretion,  when  instructed,  he 
is  lo  vole  tbe  will  of  his  constitnents,  if  he  can  con- 
seienlioa^ly — if  not,  to  resign  his  trust,  and  th-reby 
put  it  in  ttte  power  of  thoiewho  gave  him  power, 
to  cause  their  will  to  be  obeyed."  Tskine  the 
question  and  answer  together,  is  there  any  thing 
in  them  to  change  or  enlarge  the  doctrine  «f  in- 
structions as  generally  received  and  nndersieoi? 
Wnat  is  there  in  this  answer  beyond  admitting  the 
right  of  the  Legislature  U  ttiKmef  their  pu)>lie 
agents,  and  Una  their  action  upon  all  matters  of 

general  interest,  and  the  duty  of  the  agent,  when 
ras  tmlmdei  and  iirtettd,  to  obey  or  n  slgoT 

For  himself,  be  would  say  that  nothing  mnre 
was  intended,  and  that  he  could  not  ree  bow  others 
cotild  fairly  make  any  think  more  of  it.  Mr.  W. 
added  that  ihe  Legi^ure  of  his  S<aie  were  now 
-in  session,  and  wo W  have  ample  opportunity  to 
iostmct  him  and  direct  kU  tc'ion  upon  any  sub- 
jeels  of  general  interest  they  might  cbocse,  before 
any  action  could  be  had  by  Congress  upon  such 
subjects;  and  if  they  shall  lake  the  responsibility 
of  tbe  votes  which  they  may  direct  him  to  give,  he 
should  promptly  obey  or  re»igD. 

Mr.  SEVIER  then  cbisined  the  Boor,  and  re- 
newed the  motion  to  lay  tbe  resolution  on  the  table, 
giving  notice  he  would  not  with  Jraw  it  for  friend 
or  foe. 

The  question  was  then  Uken  on  laying  tbe.  leso- 
laiioa  on  ibe  table,  and  decided  in  tbe  affirmsiive— 
ajes  27,  noes  95,  as  foUowu 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Calbonn,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert, 
Fnltoo,  Hubbard,  Kiu^  Lino,  Lumpkin.  Monton, 
nicholwMi,  Norrell,  Fieree,  Boane,  Robinson,  Se- 


vier, Smith  (■[  Connecticut,  Smrgeon,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Wall,  Wiliiims,  Wright,  and  Young— 27. 

NAY3— Messrs.  Bsyard,  Bates,  Clay  of  Ken. 
tucky,  Clayionj  Criiiendeii,  Dixon,  Grabaai,  H«n- 
derson,  Huntington,  Ker,  Knight,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Nicholai,  Phelp.-i,  Porter,  Preniisv,  Preston, 
Rivrs,  Roegles,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge,  Webster,  and  White— 25. 

Mr.  LINN  then  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  couMderaiion  of  bills  co'necied  with  the 
Teiritorirs,  and,  after  a  few  remarks  from  Mr. 
BUCHANAN  in  favor  of  the  motion,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  MERRICK  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  he 
would  a<^k  tbe  Senate  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the  re- 
charter  of  lb*  banks  of  the  District. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  running  and  marking  the 
northern  boundary  line  of  a  tract  of  land  reserved 
for  tbe  holf-breedsof  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribes  of  In- 
dianr;  and 

The  bill  granting  to  the  county  of  Johnson,  in 
the  Territory  of  luwa,  the  right  of  pre-emption  lo 
a  tract  of  land  for  a  seat  of  justice  for  said  coun- 
ty; and  repealing  tbe  second  section  of  an  act,  ap- 
proved the  3d  day  of  March,  1839,  entitled  "An 
act  making  a  c'onation  of  land  to  the  Territory  of 
Iiiwa,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  public  builJiogf 
thereon; 

were  severally  considered  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  Sentte  then  went  into  Executive  session. 

And  then  adjoorned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
SAToaDAT,  February  20,  1841, 

As  coon  as  the  journal  had  been  read,    , 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  moved  to  amend  ih* 
jnnmal,  as  follows: 

"Mr.  Sm'itr  of  Indiana  asked  the  general  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  allow  him  to  lay  belore  the 
House,  and  have  printed,  a  numberof  joint  resolu- 
tions which  had  been  aecnmalating  on  bis  hands 
from  bis  Legislature. 

"It  being  objected  to  by  Mr.  Ritsskll, 
'  "Mr.  SiMtTR  then  moved  to  suspend  the  roles  for 
Ihe  purpose  of  leave;  which  was  ruled  out  of  order 
by  the  Cbair. 

"Mr.  John  W.  Jombs  having  obtained  the  floor, 
moved  that  Ihe  House  resolve  itself  into  Com- 
mit'ee  of  the  Whole  on  tHe  slate  of  the  Union." 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  wished  bis  motion  to  ap- 
P'ar  on  tae  journal,  that  he  had  attempted,  as  he 
had  frequently  attempted,  to  obtain  tbe  floor  for 
that  purpose.  He  thought  it  due  to  his  State,  and 
esprcially  to  himself,  as  ihey  were  in  his  opinion 
inteaded  for  himself  and  others  of  his  colleagues 
who  act  here  politically  with  him. 

Mr.  CRABB  and  Mr.  LINCOLN  obftcted  lo  the 
placing  of  this  motion  on  <he  journal,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  unusual,  and  if  indulged  in,  would  swell 
it  lo  an  enormous  siz-. 

Mr.  SMITH  replied,  though  it  was  unusual, 
and  p  rhapi  improper,  be  could  have  it  appear  on 
the  jonrnal  by  calling  for  the  ayes  and  noes;  but  he 
said,  as  the  lime  of  the  H^nse  was  precious,  and 
Ibe  se^sion  far  spent,  he  would  withdraw  the  pro- 
position to  amend;  but  rave  notice  that  he  would 
take  every  oppoitonity  to  introduce  them,  and  he 
hoped  the  House  would  afford  that  opportanily. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  said  that  as  this  was  one  of  the 
days  sets  apart  for  tbe  consideration  of  private  bills, 
he  would  move  that  the  day  be  devoted  to  the  pur- 
pote. 

The  SPEAKER  sn;ge.<:ted  that  a  snspension  of 
tbe  roles  wa«  neceiva'y. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  moved  a  suspension  of 
Ibe  nile<. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  hoped  that  tbe  motion 
would  not  prevail,  as  there  were  but  a  few  days  of 
the  session  now  reouining  in  which  to  transact  the 
public  busineFS. 

The  question  was  men  tacen— yeas  79,  nays  68, 
not  two  thirds 

So  tbe  rules  were  not  suspended. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the  House 
(hen  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
oa  the  Mate  of  iha  Union,  (Sir.  Livcolh  in  ibe 


chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropriation  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year   184L 
The  question  pending  being  tbe  motion  of  Mr.  ' 
Stanlt  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause^ 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  being  entiUed  to  the  floor, 
observeJ,  alter  some  introductory  remarks,  that 
his  object  was  to  call  ihe  attention  of  the  House 
and  tbe  country  to  abuses  which  ought  to  and  might 
hi  corrected  to  a  great  exien*,  if  Congress  would 
act  properly  on  the  subject  now  before  them;  and 
after  saying  that  he  had  some  amendments  which 
he  intended  lo  offer,  alluded  to  the  waste  of  time  by 
members  of  the  Hoas?,  in  raising  useless  questions 
of  order  and  calling  tbe  yeas  and  nays,  as  one  of 
these  abuses.  He  also  referred  to  the  fact  that  the 
postmaster  of  the  city  of  New  York  received,  in 
addition  to  his  salary,  by  perquisites  from  box  rent 
and  branch  post  offices,  the  sum  of  twenty-six  thon- 
sand  dollars  per  annum — one  thousand  dollars 
■acre  than  the  salary  of  the  Prei^ident  of  ibe  United 
Slates.  In  lelation  to  custom  houses,  Mr.  U. 
woald  nit  speak  of  those  in  Charleston,  Boston, 
New  Orleans,  Philadelphia,  and  other  cities,  but 
would  merely  point  lo  the  custom-house  of  New 
York,  And  by  that,  gentlemen  might  make  their 
'  e^iimaMs  in  respect  to  those  of  other  cities  of 
tbe  Uniin.  It  appeared  from  docmnenlary 
evidence  that  the  collector  of  the  customs,  tbe 
ijaval  officer,  and  the  surveyor  of  the  port,  received 
$14,000  each  from  tbe  condemnation  of  a  single 
importaii.in;  and  tbe  collector,  in  addition  to  bis 
salary,  eic.  in  one  year,  amassed  tbe  enormous  sum 
of  thirtv-nioe  ibon^and  d  >llars! 

Mr.  U.  after  some  suggrsiions  respecting  the  ens* 
loms,  faid  that  in  no  po^8ible  way  could  the  rer 
venue  fur  lbs  coming  year  amount  to  any  thing 
like  what  was  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury;  and  for  that  reason,  Mr.  U.  said  we 
ought  to  husband  our  reronrces,  so  far,  at  least,  as 
this  Congres  was  ooacemed,  because  he  appre- 
hended there  would  be  a  deficit  in  Ihe  Treasury. 
He  would  not  go  into  a  discussion  of  tbe  tariff, 
duties  on  wines  and  silks,  etc.;  that  would  be  pre- 
mature; and  in  effect,  remarked  that  the  duties  on 
all  the  articles  thai  entered  into  the  consumption  of 
the  people  ought  to  be  so  equalized  as  to  make  the 
burdens  of  Giovemment  fall  equally  upon  all. 

Mr.  U.  expressed  bis  riplnicn  that,  to  accomplidl 
the  objects  lor  which  this  Government  was  esta- 
blished, it  was  necessary  to  diminish  the  number 
of  Representatives  in  the  House  lo  one-half — to  a 
business  s'tandard;  and  after  illustrating  bisaign- 
meat,  said  thai,  as  the  House  was  now  con^titnted, 
it  Was  impossible  to  transact  the  pablic  bminesa 
wiih  any  degree  of  Expedition. 

Mr.  U.  said  the  presumed  conduct  of  Ihe  next 
Administration,  and  a  number  of  important  ques- 
tions— tbe  public  lands,  internal  improvemenia,  as 
well  as  ihe  tariff,  had  been  made  the  snb/ects  of 
discussion  in  the  Hours.  It  had  be.ei\  said  by  a 
gentltman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Donc<in]  that  the  dead 
march  would  be  played  over  General  Harrison  and 
Ihe  Whig  pariy  in  1844.  That  was  Lochiel% 
warning;  and,  said  Mr.  U.  it  ought  to  come  to  par* 
unless  the  Whig  party  adhere  to  the  prinoiplea 
which  ihey  promulgated  before  the  election.  But  if 
you  will  carry  out  the  principles  which  brought 
you  into  power — if  you  will  make  an  In» ' 
dependent  TreasiKy  in  fad,  let  Congress  ap- 
point the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  amend 
tbe  Constitution  so  as  lo  appoint  the  Postnaater 
General  in  the  same  way.  If  yon  allow  them  to 
be  independent  men,  requiring  them  lo  look  into 
Uws,  and  not  to  tbe  White  Howie;  for  a  defintiioa 
of  their  duties,  your  administration  wilt  be  glorious. 

Mr.  U.  said,  be  would  belong  to  a  party  to  lonr 
as  it  fought  for  principle;  but  so  soon  as  they  should 
scramble  for  the  spoils,  he  was  off.  He  never  be- 
longed to  »ueb  a  patty,  and  never  wonld.  Bat  he 
believed  tbe  coming  Administration  wonld  adben 
to  iu  policy,  and  carry  out  tbe  great  prinripiee  for 
which  its  (riends  bad  contended. 

Mr.  U.  was  in  favor  of  a  dislribntion  of  Ibe 

Sroeeeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  for  a 
falional  Bank.  If  ihat  could  not  be  esiabliabed, 
he  wonld  agree  so  to  amend  the  Sub-Treasury  law, 
that  every  man  might  there  deposite  a  silver  dollar, 
•ad  receire  a  CtovemBcnt  bill  in  retnra  for  it.  Mr. 
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V.  ooDtended  it  wai  (be  boandea  dntv  of  Qovern- 
■eDt  to  faniub  ibe  people  vith  such  a  comncy  a« 
could  be  used  for  ine  purposes  of  ezchange;  aod 
MDoJnded  bis  ramarbs  (of  which  this  is  oeoessaiily 
Imi  a  brief  sketch)  by  adverting  to  the  snbject  of 
the  public  lands. 

m.  SERGEANT  said  he  had  a  few  words  to 
My  OB  the  qaestioi)  before  ihe  Chaib;  for  it  appear- 
ed, according  to  the  course  of  gentlvmen,  that  the 
good  old-fashioned  rule  of  spraUng  to  the  subject 
before  them  wa«  to  be  exploded. 

Mr.  t>.  then  proceeded  to  reply  lo  some  of  the  ar- 
gmnenta  of  the  last  speaker  in  relaiion  to  4  reduc- 
tion of  the  number  of  mrmbrrs,  etc. 

Without  coseludisg,  Mr.  S.  itave  way  to  a  mo- 
tion that  the  conunitiee  rise;  which  motion  pre- 
Tailed. 

So  the  eommitiee  rose,  and  reported  progresii. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn  until  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  demanded  the  yeas  and 
aay^. which  were  ordered,  and  were— yeas  76, 
Bays  60. 

And,  at  twenty  minuUs  to  foar  o'clock,  Ihe  Hotise 
adjonmed. 


IN  SENATE. 
MoNOAT,  February  23,  1841. 

Mr.' WHITE  presented  resolutions  passed  by 
Iha  LegiiUlare  of  tJie  State  of  Indiana  in  favor  of 
adistribntion  of  the  proceeds  of  ihe  sales  of  the 
pablie  lands,  and  in  favor  of  supporting  the  Ocne- 
lal.QoTemment  by  duties  on  imports,  and  not  by 
diieet  taxation.  The  resolutions  were  read,  laid  on 
Ibe  labia,  and  ordered  lo  be  primed. 

lAr.  CLi&Y  of  Kentucky  presented  the  memori- 
al of  citizens  of  East  Tennessee,  praying  i^e  impo- 
sition of  doty  on  foreign  silka,  and  of  eoanter- 
vailing  duties;  which  was  laid  on  the  (able. 

Mr.  YOUNQ  presented  ibe  memorial  of  Levi 
Owen,  and  others,  of  Illinois,  praying  the  ^pinion 
of  CSongrcts  as  to  the  true  nieaning  and  emiMnie- 
lion  of  the  Con8titntipn,louching  the  right  of  property 
in  slaves,  the  right  of  the  States  to  issae  bills  of 
credit,  and  the  power  of  Congress  to  create  a  Na- 
tional Bank. 

Mr.  Y.  vottdied  for  the  great  respectability  of 
dw  memorialists,  though  their  opinions  might, 
to  some,  "Appear  singular.  The  memorial  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  memorial  of 
flhizens  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  a  general 
bankmnt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PKENTiSS  presented  two  memorials  of  ei- 
tjxens  of  the  eoanty  of  Erie,  Stat*  of  New  York, 
and  the  memorial  of  citisens  of  the  town  of  AUz- 
•uder,  in  the  same  State,  remonstratng  against  ibe 
ratification  and  exeeation  of  the  late  treaty  wiih  the 
Seneea  Indiana;  which  were  referred  to  the  C«ni- 
mitlea  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
pikted. 

Mr.  P.  also  presented  the  petition  of  John  Pope; 
which  waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
lioas. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legi^latare  of  Mississippi,  asking  that  a  River 
Land  District  may  be  established  in  that  Siatr; 
which  were  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  prer ented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Shoemaker,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
oa  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KING,  ihe  Committee  on 
Commerce  wis  disehanted  from  the  further  eonsi- 
deration  of  the  memorial  of  the  Legislanrcol  Lou- 
isiana, respeciing  tbe  placing  of  buoys  at  the  mouths 
•f  the  Mississippi— a  bill  having  been  already 
passed  on  this  subject. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  bill  to  authorise  ihe  Legislative  Council  of 
the  Territory  of  Iowa  to  increase  the  jurisdiciion  of 
Jnstiees  of  ihe  peace  in  civil  case;; 

The  bill  to  provide  for  ranning  and  making  ilw 
rhonbera  boundary  line  of  a  tiaci  of  land  rctervtd 
tedie  half-breeds  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribes  of  In- 
dians; 

The  bUl  graaling  to  the  conniy  of  Johnson,  In 
te  Terrftoiy  of  Iowa,  the  right  of  pre-emption  lo 
a  ttaot  of  land fora  leat  of  jattioe in  said  eoan- 


ty; and  repealing  the  jecond  seriinn  of  an  act,  ap- 
proved the  31  day  of  M«rrh,  1839,  entitled  "An 
act  making  a  donation  of  land  to  ih«  Terriiory  of 
Iowa,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  public  buildings 
therton; 

The  bill  to  provid:  for  the  allowance  of  invalid 
pensions  to  certain  Cberokr e  warriors,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  fuurieenih  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1835;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McLeod;  were  se- 
verally read  a  third  tiire,  and  passeil. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  asked  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  to  pievent  the  interference  of  certain  federal 
officers  in  elections,  and  explained  and  advocated 
the  pri'priety  of  thr  bill,  concluding  with  a  wish 
that  a  test  vole  might  be  made  nn  granting  leave. 

He  was  followed  in  the  debate  by  Messrs.  NOR- 
VELL,  WRIGHT,  CLAV  of  Kentucky,  CAL- 
HOUN, BUCHANAN,  CUTHBERT,  and  PRES- 
TON. 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  Preston's  remarks  much 
noise  was  made  in  one  of  the  galleries  by  the 
stamping  of  feet  and  clapping  of  hands. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  demanded  that  the  gal- 
lery should  be  cleared. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  also  insisted  that  the  gallery 
should  be  cleared.  ^ 

Several  other  Senators  joined  in  the  request. 

Mr.  CLAV:  Spare  the  ladie* — ihey  bave  not 
sinned     I  hope  they  may  be  suffered  to  remain. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  said  the  noise  proceeded  fVom 
the  eastern  gallery;  and  he  or  his  friends  had  no 
wish  to  diiiorb  the  ladies. 

The  eastern  gallery  was  then  cleared;  and 

Mr.  CALHOUM  having  made  some  remarks  on- 
the  bill,  the  qaesiion  was  taken  on  granting  leave 
to  introduce  it,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative 
— ayes  14,  noes  26,  as  follows: 

YEAS-— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  i>f  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Grah'.m,  Henderson,  Hoo- 
lington,  Mangnm,  Mrrrick,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives,  Southard,  and  Tailmadge— 14. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Beaton,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbart, 
Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouion, 
Nicholson,  Norvell,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Connrciicnt,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Stur- 
ceon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wright,  and 
Young— 36. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  sabmitted  ihe  follow- 
ing letter  to  the  Senates 

"WiSBiNOTON,  Feb.  22,  1841. 
"Hon.  R.  M.  JoHNbON, 

Vice  President  of  the  United  Slates: 

"Sia:  It  is  the  object  of  this  latter  to  make  known 
to  the  Senate  the  resignation  of  my  seat  as  one  of 
the  Senators  from  Massachusetts,  having  already 
informed  the  Executive  of  that  Stale  that  from  this 
day  my  place  would  be  vacant. 

"In  retiring  from  a  situation  in  which  st  con- 
siderable a  part  of  my  life  has  been  passed,  I  hope 
I  may  be  permitted  lo  ex  p.  ess '  my  high  respect  for 
the  body  of  which  I  have  been  a  member,  the  inte- 
rest I  shall  ever  feci  in  the  preservation  of  ils  cha- 
racter and  dignity,  and  my  cordial  wishes  for  the 
health  and  happiness  of  all  those  with  whom  I  bave 
been  associaied. 

"With  much  personal  regard,  I  bave  the  honor 
to  be  your  obedient  tervant, 

D.  WEBSTER  » 

When  the  letter  had  been  read, 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  and  Mr.  WRIGHT  simnlta- 
neonsly  roae,  but  the  former  gentleman  ob<ainiac  the 
fl(  or,  expressei  his  regret  that  ihe  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  was  not  present  to  exp'ain  or  retract 
certain  opinions  heretofore  e  (pressed  by  him  on  a 
subject  of  vital  interest  to  the  Southern  section  of 
tbe  Union. 

An  animated  debate  followed,  in  which  Me»sry. 
CLAY  of  Kentucky,  PRE3T0N,  CUTHBERT, 
and  RIVE3,  participiied,  and  which  was  lermi- 
itate'd  by  a  soceesvfal  motion  for  adjournment. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOPSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoNDAT,  February  22,  1811. 
Mr.  LANE  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  for 
the  ptirpose  of  taking  op  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 


confirming  lo  the  State  of  Indiana  certa.n  lands  for 
canal  parpoees. 

At  the  susgestion  of  Mr.  CLIFFORD, 

Mr.  LANE  modified  his  motion  .<o  as  to  include 
the  bill  making  further  provsion  fui* the  expenses 
of  an  exp'oiation  and  survey  of  a  portion  of  the 
Northeastern  boundary  line. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Viiginia,  chairman  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Meanv,  expressed  bis  willing- 
ness that  one  hour  should  be  devoted  to  these  billt^ 
after  which  time  he  should  feel  bound  lo  insist  on 
tbe  fVirther  execution  of  the  special  order  on  Ihe 
general  appropriation  bill. 

NATIONAL  DEFENCES. 

Mr.  WADDY  THO.MPSON,  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  (Mr.  Link  having 
given  way  for  that  purpose,)  reported  a  bill,  in 
compUance  with  ihe  instructions  of  the  House, 
makinil!  appropriations  for  certain  fortifications  of 
Ibe  United  States  generally  for  the  year,  1841,  and 
for  armament  of  fortificationr;  also,  for  raising  a 
company  of  rappertt,  miners,  and  (lontcniets,  and 
appropriating  (500,1)00  for  s'eim  ships  of  war. 
The  amnant  proposed  by  the  bill  to  be  appropriated 
s  $1,678,000. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMPSON,  it  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  siioc  of 
tbe  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  ptinted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  en  tbe  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules;  which  was  decided  in  the  sffir- 
ma  ire;  and 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  siale  of  ihe  Union — Mr.  Birks 
in  the  chair— and  proceeded  lo  the  cou»ideration  of 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  confirm  lo  ibe  Stale  of 
Indiana  the  land  selected  by  her  for  that  portion  of 
Ihe  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  which  lies  between 
Ibe  month  of  iheTippecanoe  river  and  Terre  Haute, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

INBIANA   CANAL     LANDS     AND    NORTHEASTERN 
BODNDARV  OF  TUB  UNITED  STATES. 

At  the  instance  of  Mr.  PROFFIT,  the  report  of 
the  Commiitee  on  the  Judiciary  of  Ihe  Senate  on 
on  Ihe  vubjeei  was  read;  and  tbe  bill  was  tbea  laid 
aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House. 

The  eommitiee  then  proceeded  to  ihe  cossidera- 
tioa  of  the  "bill  to  make  further  provision  for  the 
expenses  of  an  exploration  and  survey  of  that 
part  of  ihe  Northeastern  boundary  line  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  which  separates  the  States  of  Maine  and  ' 
New  Hampshire  from  the  British  Provinces." 

When  this  bill  was  under  consideration  on  the 
13th  instant,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Undu- 
wooD  to  amend  it  by  sirikitig  oui  |75,000,  the 
amoaot  proposed  to  be  appropriated,  and  inserKog 
#37,500.  Mr.  Pktrikin,  on  the  same  day,  moved 
to  rednce  the  appropriation  to  $12,000. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  said  he  believed  he  was  entitlecl 
to  Ihe  floor  when  the  bill  was  up  before.  Since 
that  lime  he  had  paid  lome  attention  to  the  bill, 
and  was  convinced  that  Ibe  sum  contemplated  to 
be  appropriated  was  necessary  for  the  purpose. 
Be,  therefore,  thould  wiilidraw  opposition  in  every 
shape,  and  he  would  vote  for  the  bill.  He  bad  as- 
certained that  there  were  three  linesJo  be  tun  in- 
•:ead  of  one. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  expressed  the  hope  that  he 
might  have  the  attention  of  the  commutee  for  a 
few  minutes,  while  he  made  a  brief  explanation  .of 
thenecessity  of  tbe  appropriation  asked  for  in  the 
bill  under  consideration.  He  believed  it  would  be 
wholly  unsafe  lo  reduce  the  amount,  and  he  could 
not  doubt  that  ail  would  concur  with  htm  when  th« 
facts  of  the  ea^e  were  fully  understood.  Before  he 
at:empit>d  lo  explain  the  eatimales  which  had  been 
submitted  by  the  commi>^sioners,  he  desired  to 
make  one  or  two  remark*  in  reference  to  ibe  poti-  . 
tion  which  the  State  he  in  part  represented,  occu- 
pied in  regard  to  this  survey  and  exploration.  He 
wished  to  remiud  tbe  committee  that  neither  the 
people^  nor  tbe  amhoriltes  of  Maine  hare  ever  uked 
this  Oavernment  to  i  isiiiuie  it;  and  be  did  not 
know  as  it  would  be  gi>in«;  too  fi  r  to  say  it  was  not 
desired  by  his  Stale,  ai  tbe  time  it  vas  fiist  recom- 
mended, or  whin  that  recommendation  received 
the  sanction  of  Congress.  At  that  time  tbe  Execu- 
tive of  Maine  was  pressing  upon  this  Government 
the  performance  of  its  constitutional  obligations  to 
protect  tbe  State  against  invasioa  from  a  foreign 
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foe.  ir  the  wishes  of  the  State  bad  been  consolted, 
a  military  oeeapation  of  the  leriitoiy  in  dis- 
pote,    under     the     aotbority     of     the     United 

•Stales,  in  all  probability  would  have  re- 
moved the  necessity  which  may  now  be  sup- 
posed to  exi^t,  to  take  any  steps  to  eoonte- 
rtct  the  influence  of  the  tx  ftrle  exploration  of 
British  agents.  Bat,  sir,  what  answer  did  the  ac- 
tion of  Congress  institniing  this  survey  give  to  the 
authorities  of  Maine,  as  a  reply  to  the  demand  to 
repel  the  ioTaders  from  its  soil?  It  amounts  to  thi^, 
in  my  estimation  :  England  is  a  great  and  hanghiy 
power;  if  the  request  made  should  be  immediately 
granted,  there  is  danger  that  the  peaceful  relations 
between  the  two  countries  may  be  iniermpled;  it 
has  become  important  to  institute  a  counter  surrey, 
to  be  made  the  basis  of  auDther  eObrt  (fruitless  be 
feared  it  would  be)  to  couTince  Lord  Palmerston 
o(  the  preposterous  character  of  the  British  claim. 
This  sunrey  is  not  necessary  to  convince  the  people 
of  Maine  of  their  rights;  they  understand  ibem  full 
well;  nor  is  it  necessary  to  enable  this  Quveminent 
to  judge  of  the  rightful  character  of  their  claim  un- 
der the  treaty  of  1783.  Erery  branch  of  thtsOovern- 
ment,  over  and  orer  again,  and  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  has  admitted  the  rij(ht  of  the  Slate  lo  the 
whole  territory  in  dispute.  No  objection,  however, 
was  made  to  the  proposed  survey;  none  will  be  by 
any  member  from  Maine,  unless  it  should  be  con- 
verted into  an  eicate  for  nnreasonable  delay  in 
removing  the  British  trcops  quartered  upon  the 

,  soil,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State.  Mr. 
C.  said,  be  did  not  desire  any  extravagance  in  this 
wr  any  other  branch  of  the  public  service.  Ail  he 
desired  was,  that  the  amount  should  be  uuSicieat 
to  insure  the  completion  of  the  work  during  the 
next  season.  Negotiation  is  at  a  stand  for  the  want 
of  the  information  expected  from  commission. 
]>i  the  survey  be  compleeted — to  that  he  would 
not  object.  It  ought  to  be  made;  but  let  it  be  well 
and  quickly  done.  Lasi  year's  appropriation  is 
now  exhausted,  and  but  little,  comparatively,  has 
been  accompli^ed.  The  commisi  loners,  in' pur- 
suance of  that  duty,  have  estimated  the  expense 
to  complete  the  survey,  bailing  the  calculation 
upon  the  actual  cost  per  mile  of  the  last  year's 
work.  It  is  said  to  be  extravagant — doubtless  gen- 
tlemen think  so— but  does  any  one  know,and  can  it 
be  demonstrated,  that  a  less  sura  will  be  sufficient 
^  ensure  ihe  accomplishment  of  the  object    in 

yView,  without  unnecessary  delayt  He  would  ap- 
peal 10  the  committee  if  it  is  not  more  reasonable 
to  believe  that  if  any  considerable  redaction  should 
be  made  from  the  estimates  submitted,  the  ef- 
fect of  it  will  be  to  throw  the  whole  maiter  over 
another  year,  and  to  invite  an  application 
at  the  next  session  of  Congress  for  a  new  appn  • 
priation.  He  thought  so,  and  he  feared  such  would 
be  the  result.  It  is  true  the  sum  is  large,  but  the 
service  to  be  performrd  is  far  greater  than  gentle- 
men seem  to  suppose,  and  much  more  expensive 
than  an  ordinary  survey  of  courses  and  distances; 
the  commissioners  are  required  to  make  a  barome- 
trical iHTvef  to  ascertain  the  altitude  of  all  the  prin- 
cipal elevations  on  the  diffcrint  routes,  and,  as  he 
supposed,  their  latitude  and  longitude.  There  ar« 
three  lines  to  be  explored,  each  extendine  tbrough 
a  wilderoes)',  or  rather  a  dense  forest,  the  distance 
of  two  or  ihiee  hundred  miles.  One  of  these  lines 
or  routes,  called  the  meridian  line,  extends  from  the 
monument  marked  on  the  map,  to  the  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scoiia,  and  ihe  other  two  extend 
quite  acrosi  the  Stale  from  west  to  eaM,  being  the 
true  north  line,  and  the  one  recently  surveyed  by 
Ihe  British  agents.  As  every  member  of  the  com< 
mitlee  must  perceive,  it  requires  three  companies  to 

'  prosecute  the  work,  and  as  he  ((Mr.  C.)  understood, 
of  forty  men  to  a  company.  The  neteisiiyof  so 
large  a  force  is  eavily  explained,  on  account  of  the 
distance  from  nttleraenis,  and  the  difHeulty  of 
transponin;  provisions  and  the  necessary  imple- 
ments to  protrcute  the  work.  Mr.  C.  made  some 
further  explanatlnns  as  to  the  extraordinary  cha- 
racter of  the  rrpoit  of  Messrs.  Peatherstonan|h 
and  Miulge,  and  c  nclnded  by  remarking  that,  as 
the  mrmtwrs  •  n  all  side  of  the  Honse  informed  him 
they  were  ready  to  vote  the  whole  amount  asked 
lor,  be  would  not  pursue  the  subject  at  Ibi'i  time. 
|klr.  PETRIKIN  Eaid  tbat  any  member  of  th« 


committee  bad  bem  challenged  to  show  that  the 
appropriation  a^kcd  for  by  thi?  bill  was  not  too 
large.  Now,  Mr.  P.  would  state,  that  two  distinct 
lines  were  run  between  Texas  and  the  United 
Stales,  and  ooly  |I0,000  were  appropriated  for  thai 
purpose.  The  distance  was  about  three  times 
greater  than  that  part  of  the  Noriheaslern  bounda- 
ry line  of  the  United  Slates  which  separates  the 
States  of  Maine  and  Hampshire  from  the  Brit-sh 
Provinces.  He  said  tbatthe  reai>on  for  this  small  ap- 
pro priation  was  obvious.  Men  had  been  taken  from 
the  woods,  and  were  acquainted  with  the  country; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  genilemea  bad  been  taken 
from  colleges,  who  knew  nothing. 

The  qaestioB  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
to  Ihe  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  also  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JAMESON,  the  committee 
then  rose,  and  reported  the  bills  to  the  Honse. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  the  bill  to 
confirm  certain  lands  to  the  Slate  of  Indiana  be 
read  a' third  timel  and  passed  in  the  afHrmative. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time;  and  the  quesiioa 
being  put.  Shall  Ihe  bill  pastl 

It  was  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  about  being  taken  on  engross- 
ing, for  a  third  reading,  the  bill  to  make  further  pro- 
vision for  the  expenses  of  an  exploration  and  sur- 
vey of  a  portion  of  ibe  Northeastern  boundary  line, 
when 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  that  the  words  |75,000 
in  the  third  line  be  stricken  out,  and  that  #30,000  be 
inserted  in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  moved  $50,000. 

Mr.  W.  B.  CAMPBELL  moved  that  |37,500 
be  inserted. 

Mr.  STANLY  moved  the  previous  qorstion; 
which  being  seconded,  was  put  and  carried,  and 

The  maia  question  was  then  put, 

1.  On  striking  out  |7 5,000  andiufeniog  |,^0.000. 

3.  On  strikicg  out  #75,000  and  inserting  #37,500. 

3.  On  striking  out  #75,000,  and  ioberting  #30,000. 

All  of  which  amendments  were  severally  re- 
jected. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
was  read  a  third  time. 

And  the  question  was  then  staled.  Shall  the  bill 
pass?  when 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
a  Select  Cominittee,  with  instructions  lo  inquire 
bow  many  French  cooks,  pots  of  currant  jelly,  and 
sweet  meats,  were  required  for  the  coinmisfcioners 
to  conduct  the  survey. 

Pending  which  motion, 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Maine  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  was  seconded,  put,  and  carried;  and 

Ttie  main  question  was  then  put,  and  passed  n 
the  affirmative. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

STEAMBOAT  EXPLOSIONS. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  inqaired  of  the  Speakir  whether 
there  was  not  a  special  order  for  Ibis  day7 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  a  special  order— 
the  steamboat  bills — had,  on  the  16-.h  instant,  by  a 
vote  of  two-tbirds,  been  further  postponed  until 
this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  Ihe  i^pe- 
cial  ordei  was  pesiponed  aniil  Monday  next,  and 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commitir*  of 
ihe  .Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union — Mr.  Bell 
in  the  Chair — and  resumed  the  couiidera'ion  of  the 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLO.MATIC  APPROPRIATION  BILU 

Toe  quesiioa  pending  was  the  molon  ot  Mr. 
Stanly  to  strike  out  the  enaciicg  clausi'.. 

Mr.  SERGEANT  resumed  bis  remarks,  and 
concluded  at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  STANLY  th«n  withdrew  the  motion  to 
strike  (ttt  the  enacting  elause  of  the  bill,  rtating 
that  he  did  so  at  the  earnest  request  ofgentlemrn 
of  both  sides.  He  had  made  the  motion  in  the  fir."  t 
instance,  in  order  that  be  might  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  mKking  his  speech.  He  wax  sati-fiel,  if 
others  wvre.  If  other  (lentlemen  desired  to  speak, 
they  could  renew  tiie  motioa. 

The  qufstioh  recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
HoMT  t  >  rtfike  out  the  f  lUowInt  proviso: 

'Pmidtd,  laietver,  That  iliedlMrict  aliomeyxifUie  VtiUii 
Butm,  in  and  lor  tl»  Mveral  diuricu,  [ha  clarb  and  marsliala, 
reqwcuvcty,  of  ttie  same,  riiall  render  an  account  quarter  year- 


ly, each  and  every  year  hereafter,  to  ihe  Secraiary  of  ibe  Trw- 
'0ury,  of  Jl  foe?,  emotumentfi,  and  rrceipt?,  of  every  name  uid 
nature  wtiatever,  Ijy  them  reepeciively  re<:eived  by  virtue  of 
Uieir  mid  ofttt^xj  which  account  ahall  he  rendered  upon  Oalh  or 
aflirmatioa,  andihall  be  in  such  form,  and  eupponed  by  such 
proofs  as  the  Secretary  of  the  TrcaHjry  k>  tile  judsroent  may 
prest-ritw  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  provisoea  nereinkfl^ 
named,  that  is  to  say:  if  it  shall  appear  tool  the  salariea,  feee, 
emoluments,  receipia  and  earnings,  of  any  of  the  said  atlonieya, 

shall  exceed  tho  sum  of dollars,  tlien  such  attorneys  atial 

pay  such  excess  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Siaua  for  gene- 
ral purposes  of  the  GovemnKnt;  and  if  the  salartea,  tees,  emola- 

.ments,  or  earnings,  of  any  of  said  clcrlts  shall  exceed 

dollars,  then  the  excess  sliall,  In  tike  manner,  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury  for  the  purpose* aforeaaid;  and  irihasalatice,  eamlni*, 
fees,  and  emoluments,  of  any  of  Ihe  said  marahats  arall  exceed 

the  sum  of dollars,  then  such  exceaa  etiatt  alao  be  paid 

into  the  Treasury  forpurpoees  aforesaid." 

Mr.  GUSHING  then  obtained  the  floor,  but 
yielded  it  momeniaiily,  for  purpoMi  of  explana- 
tion, to 

Messrs.  STANLY,  RHETT,  and  RIVES. 
[These  explanations  bad  reference  to  some  facts 
stated  by  Mr.  Stanlt  in  his  speech  on  Thursday 
evening  lait  ] 

Mr.  RIVE^  requested  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
Fachnsetis  to  let  him  bavo  tht  door  for  a  few  mo-. 
menis,  lo  notice  the  charge  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Stahlt,]  'that  Abolilionists 
were  in  the  caucus  thatprrpared  the  Atbeiton  re*o- 
Iniions." 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  eonsenied;  and 

Mr.  RIVES  was  about  to  proceed*  when 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  South  Carolina  and  Mr. 
PECK  objected. 

Mr.  RIVES  insisted  that  he  had  the  floor,  and  as 
the  ztatement  sf  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Stahlt,]  was  in  conflict  with  the  a^ 
count  he  bad  given  during  his  canvass  for  Congress 
two  years  ago,  he  hoped  lo  have  Ibe  aitentkHi  of 
the  committee  for  a  few  moments. 

Mr.  R.  said  In  went  into  that  caucus,  but  not 
with  Abolitionists.  There  was  not  any  iLan  in  it 
who  wished  Congress  to  interfere  with  slavery.  He 
would  not  go  into  an  examination  »f  the  opinions 
of  the  member  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Duncah.]  but  be 
fell  it  bis  duly  to  say  here,  what  be  had  said  at 
borne,  "thti  tht  gtrUUman  from  OUo  kad  tu  agency 
in  pr<^art<ig  Ihe  rtuliUtmu  altuiid  to,  iwr  itu  he  in 
tht  cotietM.'' 

Mr.  STANLY  insisted  that  he  was,  and  that  h« 
could  prove  it  by  respectable  members  of  the  party 
to  wbteh  Mr.  R.  belonged. 

Mr.  RIVE3  said  the  gentleman's  informant  was 
mistaken;  that  the  same  thing  bad  been  said,  and 
perhaps  founded  on  the  same  evidence,  in  hii  dis- 
trict, whii:b  caused  him  to  inquire  into  the  maiter 
when  he  came  lo  Ihe  last  session  of  Congress,  and 
he  had  not  met  wiib  a  man  who  had  any  recollec- 
tion of  feeing  the  member  from  Ohio  in  eaneas, 
and  that  the  member  himself  had  authorized  bim 
to  say  that  he  wot  not  then. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  then  renewed  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause,  but  after  some  re- 
marks on  the  impropriety  of  atiempting  reform  at 
the  present  .■^e.^sion,  withdrew  it. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Hunt  to  strike  out  the  proviso  in  relation  t*  di&iriol 
attorneys,  marshals,  &e.  (as  above  ttaied.) 

Mr.  HUNT  took  t:ie  floor,  but  yielded  it  for  Ibe 
moment  ib 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi,  who  desired  to 
submit  an  ameodmeni;  but,  it  not  being  in  order 
then  to  do  so,  he  gave  notice'  that  be  would  move  it 
at  the  proper  lime. 

Mr.  HUNT  then  addressed  the  comraiUee  strictly 
with  reference  to  the  in>mediale  motion  submitted 
by  bim— explaining  certain  particulars  in  which 
bisfom^pr  remaik<<bail  been  roisunderstoO'^  and 
(xpres&ing  himself  ready  lo  enter  upon'"a  system  of 
retrenchment  and  reform  whenever  the  moment 
arrived  at  which,  from  Ihe  composition  of  the 
House,  any  effieieni  action  could  be  had. 

Mr.  REED  entered  into  a  history  of  ibii  matter, 
and  sf  the  various  efforts  that  b«d  been  mad*  10 
provide  a  remedy  for  what  he  considered  an  t*il 
which  ought  lo  be  corrected.  The  fees  were  exor- 
bitant an:l  should  be  reduced. 

Mr.  Q.  DAVIS  (.ubmitted  the  following  amend- 
ment lo  Ibe  amendineni: 

"Afiar  the  word  diUritlM,  In  the  4t6ch  Itoa,  iiwelt  Uiall  ren- 
der an  account  quarter  yearly,  each  and  every  year  tiereaAor,  lo 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  all  fea^  commissions,  and 
oUier  emoliunenu,  of  every  name  and  natuie  whatever,  acera. 
ing  10  ihem,direcily  or  indirectly,  in  conaetjiMaee  of  any  far- 
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"c*  pertaining  lo  theic  office  rrndered  for  the  GoTemmenl  of 
Um  Onited  States;  and  no  itiitrict  attorney  shall  be  entitled  to 
be  paid,  or  to  retain  aj  conipenfittion  for  all  euclv  eervicee  so 
rendered  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates,  a  sum  exceed- 
ing i ,  in  any  one  year,  iiiclutlini;  his  saiary,  anJ  all  other 

emolamentearisingdirectly  or  indirectly  from  hu  oftice,'and.> 

*'Also  amend  said  clause  by  striking  otn  these  words  :  *lt  It 
sliall  appear  that  the  salaries,  fees,  emoluments,  recei^its,  and 
eamiogs,  of  any  of  the  siid  attorneys  shall  exceed  the  sum  of 
—^—dollars,  then  such  attorneys  shall  pay  such  excess  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  the  general  puiposes  of 
Ike  Govemnwnt.'  And  before  the  wonis  salaries,  ftes,  ice.  in- 
aert  the  word  ne//. 

"And  at  the  end  of  the  pro'iea  proposed  to  be  stricken  out, 
add:  'And  that  in  all  cueewltereihe  fees,  emolu menu,  receipts, 
•nd  eamiogs  of  any  clerk  of  any  District  or  Circuit  Coan  of  the 
United  Slates,  or  or  both  together,  where  they  may  be  blended 
and  united  in  the  same  individual,  shall  in  any  year  exceed  the 
mm  of  • — -.such  District  Court  may  allow  to  the  Cleric  there- 
of^ and  such  Circuit  Court  msy  allow  to  the  Clerk  thereof,  a  rea- 
soTiable  compensation  for  as  many  deputies  ae  may  have  been 
neceseary,  in  addition  to  bis  own  attention  and  labor,  to  haveena- 
U«d  him  to  perforni  the  duties  of  ilia  office  in  any  one  year. 
And  the  Circuit  Court  that  may  sii  i  n  any  ifistrict,  or.  If  there  be 
no  eueh  Circuit  Court,  then  the  Disinct  Court  thereof,  may  al- 
low to  any  Marshal  of  any  District  of  the  United  Slates  the  like 
leaaonable  compensaiion  for  as  many  deputies  as  may  have 
be«n  necessary  le  have  enabled  him  to  prrform  the  duties  of 
his  office  in  any  one  year  in  which  bisemoluraenie,  earnings,  and 
receipt  shall  have  exceeded  the  sum  of  •— ;  and  also  the  rea- 
oonable  Itavellin?  expenses  of  such  Marshal  and  his  deputies, 
auiially  incurred  In  Iheeieeutioo  of  their  oSicial  duties;  which 
oavecal  allowance  for  deputies,  and  >he  expenses  of  any  Marshal 
Of  Deputy  Marshal,  so  made  by  any  Court,  ohall  be  forthwith 
certified  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  D.  eipUiaed  to  the  committee  the  effect  of 
his  proposition,  and  submitted  some  general  re- 
marks in  regard  to  the  reform  and  retrenchment 
which  they  had  andertaken  to  carry  oat.  He  had 
not  eonsloded  when,  the  hour  of  2i  having  ar- 
rireil. 

The  Hoosc  took  a  recess  nniit  4  o'clock. 


EvcmNo  Sessioii. 
After  the  Kces«, 

Mr.  DAVIS  of  Kenlncky  resumed  his  remarks 
in  sapport  of  his  amendment.  He  spoke  at  tome 
length  in  favor  ofredacing  the  salaries  of  all  offi- 
cers in  the  eaiploy  of  Guvernment.  When  ihat 
»balLbe  the  ca»e,  he  contended  that  the  Eieculive 
vould  no  longer  be  annoyed,  as  under  the  present 
system  of  high  salaries,  if  the  salaries  were  not 
higher  than  a  fair  compeosation,  then  individuals 
would  no  longer  aspire  to  iillice,  for  it  wonld  bold 
oat  no  indacement.  Mr.  D.  went  on  to  show,  that 
by  ihis  plan  the  inflaeace  of  the  Executive  would 
be  lessened,  and  cooclnded  by  slightly  modifying 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  SALT0N3TALL  agreed  that  this  subject 
leqnired  attention,  and  that  there  were  many  abuses 
in  the  system  which  called  loudly  for  reform.  He 
sabmitted,  however,  whether  at  this  late  period  of 
the  session  there  was  time  for  the  investigation  of 
w>  imporiani  a  matter.  Only  a  few  days  remained 
of  the  session,  and  there  weie  now  no  less  than 
five  appropriation  bills  to  be  acted  upon.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  ihe  appropriation  bills  would 
be  first  passed,  and  the  present  subject  be  post- 
poned antil  there  should  be  a  mote  favorable  op- 
portunity for  doing  it  justice. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  hoped,  that  in 
ease  he  could  not  vote  for  the  piuviso,  be 
should  not  be  accused  cf  being  opposed  lo  relrencb- 
ment  and  reform.  H  Ihe  tysiem  wete  an  evil,  it 
appeared  to  him  an' irremediable  evil.  Mr.  W. 
proceeded  to  contend  that  aliboagh  in  two  or 
three  places  ihe  fees  of  United  Slates  district  at- 
tomies,  etc.  might  be  too  Urge,  yet  in  the  majority 
of  cases  in  various  parls  of  the  country,  the  com- 
pensation was  harily  safficient  to  ensure  the  ser- 
vices of  competent  nirn.  The  conjeqnence  wa<, 
that,  in  namerous  insiances,  none  but  third-rale 
latvyerd  could  be  pioeured  lo  act  for  the  Govern- 
men(.  It  was  absurd  and  unjust  to  reduce  the 
fees  of  a  whole  class  merely  because  one  or  two 
might  receive  a  liberal  sum.  The  fee  bill  di3 
wndonbledly  require  some  alierations,  but  yet  he 
did  not  hesitate  lo  say  that  the  fees  in  the  majority  of 
eases  in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  were  not  snffi- 
eient  to  ensare  the  services  of  competent  men. 

Mr.  MASON  of  Ohio  followed,  and  concluded 
by  railing  a  point  of  order  as  to  wheiher  the  provi- 
so in  qaestioii  coald,  und«r  the  rules,  be  inserted  in 
an  appropiiauoQ  b'll. 

Mr.  VANDERPOBL  contended  that  the  provi- 
so,.aocording  to  the  previous  practice  of  iLe  Honse, 
was  suictly  in  order.  He  referred  to  various  in- 
siances to  $kow  tiut,  wbeii  prying  «bases  szisted, 


Congress  had  always  corrected  those  abuses  in  an 
appropriation  bill.  Mr.  V.  also  gave  his  views 
at  some  length  on  the  meritt  of  lit*  question  in- 
volved in  the  proviso. 

The  point  of  order  raised  by  Mr.  Mason  still 
pending. 

The  CHAIR  observed  that  be  could  not  decide 
that  the  proviso  should  be  stricken  from  the  bill, 
becao&e  the  committee  only  bad  the  po4lr,  and 
(wnld  strike  out  the  proviso  as  improperly  reported 
if  they  thought  propei.  Were  the  Chair  to  de- 
cide that  it  should  be  stiickeu  out  on  thegrotind 
that  it  was  improperly  reported,  it  would  be  a 
usurpation  of  power.  He  most  therefore  leave  it 
for  the  action  of  the  committee. 

Tne  committee  then  acquiesced  ia  the  decision 
of  Ihe  CnAia. 

The  question  then  b<  ini;  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Diivis  lo  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hunt  to  strike  out 
the  proviso, 

Mes.-^rs.  GRINNELL,  VANO^POBL,  and 
MONKOE,  gave  their  views. 

Mr.  FLOYO  said  that  he  had  not  intended  to  ad- 
dress the  committee  upon  this  provision  of  the  bill 
for  reducing  the  fees  of  disurict  attorneys,  and 
should  not  do  so  now,  were  be  nu  an  ardent  ad- 
mirer of  the  principles  of  "economy  and  reform," 
which  appeared  lo  be  deserted  by  those  who  had 
profeised  for  them  the  highest  regard.  We  have 
been  told  (said  Mr.  F.)  that  the  party  which  has 
lately  triumphed  had  inscribed,  in  the  ample  folds 
of  its  banner,  ''economy  and  reform;"- anil  he  sup- 
posed, when  be  came  to  attend  this  session  of  Con- 
gress, that  those  who  had  preached  so  loud  and  so 
long  on  that  subject  wonld  make  some  attempt  to 
practise,  after  election,  what  they  had  preached  be- 
fore the  election.  We  have  been  told,  too,  that  the 
present  Administration  ba$  been  coiidemned  for  its 
extravagance;  and  where  is  the  member  on  this 
door,  of  the  Opposition  party,  who  can  rise  in  his 
place  and  say  that  he  did  not  give  eiichlaiion  to 
speeches,  delivered  here  at  ihe  last  session,  de- 
nouncing the  Administraiion  as  proliigaie  and  ex- 
travaganit  And  yet  we  have  reached  the  17ihpage 
of  the  general  appropriation  bjill,  and  the  first 
dollar  is  not  yet  stricken  out  by  any  move 
from  any  member  of  this  great  "economy  and  re- 
form" patty.  An  honorable  member  has  told  u< 
that  the  reform  tuilled  for  by  the  recent  election  ia 
a  general  reform,  and  not  a  trifljng  picayune  busi- 
ness. S«  be  iL  Let  him  apply  his  general  re- 
form to  this  bill,  and  reduce  the  expenses  of  the 
Government.  Another  has  told  us  that  they  wil) 
begin  the  work  when  tliey  have  the  power.  Sir, 
.<«id  Mr.  F.  they  have  the  power  now — let  them 
try  ;  and  if  any  one  has  ihe  courage  lo  make  the 
attempt,  my  word  for  it,  be  will  find  enough  here 
to  help  him  carry  it  throngh.  Now  is  the  time  lo 
commence  the  good  work,  before  the  offices  are 
filled  with  their  friends ;  now,  when  they  can  es- 
cape the  odium  of  reducing  salaries  after  appoint- 
mcnls  are  matle.  Will  they  be  more  willing  to  ap- 
ply the  pruning  knife  when  their  political  friends 
are  in  possession  of  the  cfficet]  Why,  sir,  it  is 
but  a  day  or  two  .since,  that  my  honorable  colleague 
from  the  Coltunbia  District  [Mr.  Vandespoel]  at- 
tempted to  strike  out  an  appropriation  of  |1,000 
fo.'  a  clerk  in  the  Fifih  Auditor's  office;  but,  al- 
though Ike  clerkship  is  vscint,  and  has  bten  for 
some  time,  he  got  no  aid  from  the  economy  and  re- 
form patty;  they  shrunk  from  abolishing  a  t-ioele 
siilitary  vacant  cleiksbip;  and  if  ibey  cannot  spare 
one  clerk  from  io  Urge  a  bureau  as  ihi.s,  where,  I 
ask,  are  they  to  carry  out  iheir  principUs  of  rcforml 
Tney  have  told  the  people  that  the  expem.es  of  the 
Government  were  too  great.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
many  believed  ihem,  and  have  decreed  a  reduction 
of  expenditures.  Let  genilemen  now  redeem  their 
pledges  to  Ihe  people.  Let  ihem  begin  $ome\chiu ; 
and  ihty  will  find  those  heie  who  will  aid  ihemin 
carrying  out  ihe  principles  of  economy  and  re.''orm 
on  the  most  enlarged  and  liberal  scale. 

lAr.  EVANS  roje  lo  a  question  of  order.  The 
amendment  proposed  to  alter  the  fees  allowed  by  the 
exisiins  law,  and  was,  to  that  extent,  a  lepeal  of  ihe 
law.  The  proviso,  as  reported  ifi  the  bill,  did  not 
alter  the  charge  for  fees,  but  this  amendment  did. 
Be  considered  it  iiregniar  and  onosaal,  and  put  it 


to   the  Chair  whether  the  proposition  to  (mend 
could  be  admilied. 

The  CHAIR  observed  that  if  this  were  an  orici- 
nat  proposition  to  insert  such  a  proviso  in  the  ml), 
he  would  have  no  hesitaiicn  in  ruling  it  out  of  or- 
der. Bat  though  the  proviso  in  ihe  bill  was  irregu- 
lar, yet  the  Chair  could  have  no  control  over  it, 
inasmiich  as  it  had  been  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  entertained  by  the  . 
House.  Theiefore,  the  proviso  being  in  the  bill, 
it  was  competent  lo  amend  or  perfect  the  same, 
although  it  misht  go  to  change  an  existing  law. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi,  in  pursuance 
of  notice  given,  then  submitted  his  amendment,  as 
follows: 

Strike  out,  in  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth 
pages  of  the  bill,  that  part  relating  to  the  district 
attorneys,  clerks,  and  marshals,  respectively,,  and 
inreri: 

"That  hereafter,  in  lieu  of  all  fees,einalumenta,  ondreceipia, 
now  allowed,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  United  States 
clerks,  asiomer8,couitBel,and  marshals,  in  Ihedisldaand  cir- 
cuit courts  of  the  United  Stoles  m  ihe  several  States,  to  demand 
and  receive  the  some  fees  that  now  are^  or  hereafter  may  IM, 
allowed  by  the  laws  of  the  said  Suies  respectively  where  said 
courts  are  held,  to  the  elerks,  attorneys  and  counsel,  and  she- 
riffs, in  the  highest  courts  of  tlt«  said  Stole*  in  which  like  ser- 
vices are  rendered;  and  no  other  fees  or  emoluments,  except 
that  the  morsbols  shall  receive  in  full,  for  summoning  all  the 
jurors  for  any  one  court,  ihirty  dollars;  and  shall  receire,  for 
every  day's  actual  attsnaoDCe  at  any  coun,five  dollon  per  day; 
and  for  any  sen  ices,  includine  the  compensotioa  for  mileage, 
performeil  by  soidofnceraln  the  diacboige  of  their  officiol  duty, 
for  which  no  compensaUon  is  provided  by  the  lows  of  soM 
litates,  lespectivsly,  the  ssid  offiren  may  racaive  saeh  feos  OS 
ore  now  allowed  by  law  according  to  the  existing  usage  and 
practice  of  said  couru  of  the  United  States;  and  every  district 
attorney,  except  the  district  attorney  of  the  ooulbem  diatfict  of 
New  Votk,  shall  receive,  in  addition  lo  ItMObon  fees,  a  ooloij 
oftwo  hundred  dollars  per  annum." 

After  some  incidental  remarks  by  Messrs. 
HAND,  PiLLMORB,  J.  THOMPSON,  UNDER. 
WOOD,  CURTIS,  JONES  of  ViiKinia,  B&OWN 
of  Mississippi,  and  WELLER, 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  Ihe 
amendment,  tai  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes 
67,  noes  66. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  fir^t  adopted,  by  adding  thereto  ihe  fol- 
lowing: 

^nd  prmied  aUt,  That  in  addition  to  the  ac- 
count now  required  to  be  tendered  by  every  collec- 
tor of  customs,  naval  officer,  and  surveyor  of  poitr, 
every  such  collector,  naval  officer,  and  surveyor 
shall,  each  and  every  year  hereafter,  reader  a  quar- 
ter yearly  account  under  oath  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  such  form  as  said  Secretary  shall 
prescribe,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  nill  effect  lo 
this  proviso,  of  all  sums  of  money  by  them  respec- 
tively received  or  collected  for  fines,  penalties,  or 
forfeitures,  or  for  seizure  of  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise or  on  account  of  suits  instituted  tot 
frauds  against  the  revenue  laws;  or  for  tent  and 
storage  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  be- 
yond the  rents  paid  by  the  collet^r  or  o  her 
such  officer;  and  if  from  such  accounting 
it  shall  appear  diat  the  account  received 
in  any  one  year,  by  any  collector,  naval  of- 
ficer, or  surveyor,  an  account  of  fines  and  penaK 
ties,  or  forfeitures,  and  on  account  of  any  seizares 
made  or  sniis  instituted -for  frauds  or  evasions  of 
the  revenna  laws,  and  for  rents  and  storage  as 
aforesaid,  shall,  in  the  aggregate,  exceed  the  sum 
of  two  thousand  dollars,  such  excess  shall  be  paid 
into  the  Trea^^nry  for  the  use  of  the  United  Stales. 
And  no  such  collector  shall  hereafter,  under  any. 
pretence  whatever,  have,  or  receive,  or  retain  for 
himself,  in  Ihe  aggregate,  more  than  six  thousand 
dollars  per  ye^r,  including  com  missions  for  storage, 
and  any  oiher  commissions  or  salaries  as  now  al- 
lowed and  limited  by  law.  No  such  naval  officer 
shall,  on  any  pretence,  in  the  aggregate,  have  or 
receive,  or  retain  for  himself,  more  than  five  thou- 
sand dollars  per  year,  inelndiag  commissions  and 
salaries  as  aforesaid: — no  such  surveyor  shall,  in 
Ihe  aggregate,  have  or  receive,  or  retain,  more  than 
four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  year,  includ- 
ing commissions  and  salaries  as  now  allowed  and 
limited  by  law. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  amendment  out  of  or- 
der. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  that  the  oommittf* 
rise;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  appealed  froo)  the  itd^^u 
oftbeCHAiB* 
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The  CRAIK  said  ibal  a  similar  proposittolk— to 
rednoe  eontisgent  ralarie;— was,  at  the  last  tession 
.of  CoDiress,  ra!ed  oat  of  ord^r. 

Mr  UMOBRWOOD  ioqaired  if  the  appeal  wac 
debatable? 

The  CHAIR  said  he  would  not  refuse  to  hear 
any  (Uficestions  on  the  sobject. 

Mr.  VNOERWOOO  thrn  asked  the  Chiir  to 
point  to  any  particular  rale  which  prohibited  tncb 
ameodm'Ots. 

The  CHMR  remarked  tba'  his  decision  was 
bared  upon  the  50ti  rale,  which  is  as  follows: 

"No  motion  or  proposition  on  a  subject  different 
from  that  ander  consideraiion  shall  be  admitied  un- 
der color  of  amendmeot.  No  bill  or  resolution 
shall,  at  any  time,  be  amended,  by  anneiiog  there- 
to, or  incorporating  therewith,  anr  ether  bill  or  re- 
solntion  pending  before  the  committee." 

Several  precedents  were  then  read  in  support  of 
the  decision  of  the  Critk. 

Mr.  CASBY  asked  Mr.  Johhson  to  withdraw  his 
appeal  ' 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  be  had  some  impor- 
tant amendments  to  offer  to  the  bill  under  conside- 
ration, and  that  if  the  decision  of  the  CnAia  should 
be  sustained,  they  would  be  cut  off.  He  believed, 
however,  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  rules  of  the 
House  which  would  prevent  his  amcadmeots  from 
being  offered.  Mr.  U.  contended  that  he  had  uni- 
formly seen  the  rules  of  the  House  bent  to  the  cir- 
cnmsiances  of  the  times,  and  proceeded,  at  some 
leogib,  tO'Coolrasi  the  decision  of  the  Chiir  with 
the  provisions  on  the  statute  book;  but,  without 
eoncinding,  gave  way  for  a  motion  that  the  com- 
mittee rise;  which  prcrailfd — and 

The  committee  then  rosa,  reported  progress,  aad 
asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  QALBRAITH  submilled  the  following  re- 
aolation: 

Setobed,  That  from  and  after  one  o'clock  to  mor- 
row, all  debate  in  Cimmiiiee  of  the  Whole  on 
House  bill  No  601  (the  general  appropriation  bill) 
shall  cease;  and  after  said  period,  the  committee 
shall  proceed  to  vote  on  any  amendments  that  may 
be  offered  thefeto,  and  report  the  same  to  the. 
House. 

Mr.  G.  moved  a  suspen.^ion  of  the  rales,  for  tha 
purpose  of  considering  the  resoIatioQ  at  this  time. 

But,  pending  tbe  motion, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
TcBSDiv,  February  93,  1841. 

Mf.  ANDERSON  pretented  tbe  petition  of  Sa- 
mael  Martin,  bubmitting  a  plan  for  a  National 
Bank. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  taid  that  in  1836  he  bad  pre- 
sented the  documents  of  Charles  F.  Sibbald,  asking 
indemnity  for  property  destroyed  by  the  United 
States.  These  docnments  were  now  on  file,  and 
be  asked  that  they  might  b«  again  re'^erred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  ptesented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens ofCbataoque  county,  and  eitizens  of  the  towns 
of  Collins  and  Brandt,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
remoBktratiDg  against  the  removal  of  that  portion 
of  the  Seneca  nation  who  refused  their  asseiit  to 
lb)  treaty;  which  were  severally  ordered  to  be  laid 
on  the  table  and  priotrd. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  J.  Epes 
Cowan,  praying  the  confirmation  of  bis  title  to  a 
tract  of  land;  which  was  referred  to  tbe  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  the  petition  of  a  nnm- 
berof  the  citizens  of  the  Slates  of  Indians,  Illinois, 
and  Iowa,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  mail 
route;  which  was  referred  to  tht  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  KINQ  presented  tbe  peiition  of  a  number  of 
tbe  citizens  of  Marengo  connty,  Alabama,  praying 
tbe  enaeiment  of  a  bankrupt  law;  which  wais  laid 
on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  pre^nted  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  in  favor  of  a  bacK- 
rupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
10  be  printed. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  followiag  retola- 
Uoni 

SsMfcctf,  That  tbera  be  p«id,  o«t  of  lb*  contin- 


gent fund  of  the  Senate,  to  each  of  the  meseengeis 
of  the  Senate  and  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  three  dollars  par  day  der  anaam;  and  to 
the  assistant  messenger  of  thecffiee  of  Sjcreiary  of 
tbe  Senate,  and  laborers  of  the  Senate,  two  dollars 
per  day  per  annum,  in  lien  of  all  ether  allowauoes 
whatever. 

Mr.  KINQ  thoniiht  the  system  proposed  by  tbe 
resolution  was^much  better  than  the  one  at  pretent 
pursnedf  but,  ihat  it  might  have  proper  considera- 
tion, he  hoped  it  would  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  the  ananimoas  consent 
of  tbe  Senate  to  introduce 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  the  act  approved  May  13,  1800,  entitled 
'An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  esta- 
blish the  judicial  conrtj  of  tbe  United  Spates." 

Leave  was  granted,  and  the  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  asked  to  be  discharged  fVom  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  petition  of  James  McDo- 
nald; which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
to  continue  in  torce  the  first  section  of  an  act  en- 
titled "An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Vi[> 
ginia  military  land  warrants,  and  retoming  sarvAys 
thereon,  to  the  General  Land  Office,  approved  Ju- 
ly 7, 1838." 

Mr.   WRIGHT,   from  tbe  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance,  made  an  adverse  report  oa  tbe  petition  «f 
David  Green;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
(    Mr.   FULTON,  from    the  Committee  on  the 
public  Buildings,   to  which  was  referred  the  peii- 
|tiOB  of  a  number  of  the  stonecutters  employed  on 
/  the  new  Treasury  building,  reported  a  bill  for  their 
i  relief;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
'reading. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 
Tbe  following  bills  were    taken  up,  and  consi- 
dered as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  aitd  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading: 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  oertain  railroad  compa- 
nies ihenin  named. 

Tbe  Mil  to  aathorize  tbeissne  of  patents  to  cer- 
tain entries  of  tbe  publie  lands. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  the  legal  repiesenatiTes 
of  John  Scou. 

The  bill  explanatory  of  an  act  supplemenlal  to 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  grant  pre-emption  rights 
to  rettlers  on  tbe  pnblie  lands;"  approved  June  23 
1838. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Henry  Eckford,  deceased. 
The  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Samael  Crapin. 
Tbe  bill  in  favor  of  Mary  Snow. 
Tbe  bill  from  the  Houite  making  further  provi- 
sions for  the  expenses  of  tbe  exploration  and  sur- 
vey of  the  boandary  line  between  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire,  and  the  British  Provinces,  was  taken 
up  on  its  first  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  explained  the  objects  of  the 
bill,  and  hoped  that  the  Senate  would  unanimously 
agree  to  consider  it  at  the  present  time,  without  re- 
ferring it  to  a  committee. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  coujiidered 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  went  through  its  va- 
rious staires,  finally  passed,  and  wanu  but  tbe  sig- 
nature of  the  President  to  become  a  law. 
BANES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  Senate  pre- 
eeeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue 
tbe  corporate  existence  of  the  banks  of  ihe  District 
of  Ccilambia;  and  after  a  debate,  in  which  Mejsrs. 
CLAY  of  Alabama,  WRIGHT,  MERRICK, 
BENTON,  and  TAPPAN,  participated,  and  the 
adoption  of  amendment  pmposed  by  Messrs. 
CLAY  of  Alabama  and  WRIGHT,  the  bill  as- 
sumed the  following  shape: 

A  BnX  to  rerive  and  coniinuo  ilia  corporaie  axiilmce  of  the 
l»nk>ln  llio  DiMricl  of  Columbia. 
Be  it  enaelta  by  lite  Senau  mnd  ffotue  of  Rcprfentatteei 
of  Ike  UmteaSlaletqfAmerieainOottgruiattembled,  Tliat 
tlie  charter*  olttiaFarmsn  anct  Meclianica  Bahlt  nf  George, 
town,  tlia  Bank  of  Hetropolia,  Patriotic  Bank  of  Waslilniion. 
and  Bank  of  Waahiogun,  indiecity  of  Waahiii|toa,  antf  ih« 
Fariner*  Btak  of  Alexandria,  mi  Bank  of  Potomac,  In  the  town 
of  Alaxaadiia,  b«,  aad  iha  mam  ai*  hanby,  nrilrad  m  thf 


ezial«d«a<lMtM(d  dajr  of  July  lait,  and  anenrtaa'Hi  tWftaWl 
day  of  Maich^lghuea  handiad  and  forlT-Uirea : 

Provided  The  aald  lianks  ahall  each  for  itaalf  redeam  aU  to 
note*  and  apecle  UattilitieainBpecie  when  damaodad  bam  aa4 
alter  the  paaeage  of  tUa  act.  and  Ihroufliout  t>i*  wbal*pari«d 
for  whJoli  the  aaid  aeveial  ehaiMra  are  harebT  exiaiidad.  And 
in  the  ennt  that  anj  on*  or  moi*  of  aaid  banka  abaU  daclina  la 
meet  ita  liabiliiiei  in  ipeda  a*  aforeiaid,pr  having  coaamtati 
to  par  acecia,  ahall,  hereafter,  durliw  ihepeiiodalorcMid  caaaa 
orlaU to  do  ao, any  ttaak  ao  deetiaiiift  ceaaing,  or  CUlug  t* 
pay  inapecie,ahall,  ipto facta,  forfeit  it*  charier,  aadabaUpro-  ' 
ceed  to  wind  lip  ita  concern*  under  the  proriaiona  of  tbe  law 
paaaed  on  the  3d  of  July,  1S40,  entitled  "Aj)  act  to  cooliou*  Urn 
corporate  eziateoca  of  certain  banks  in  the  Diatria  ol  CdunAJa 
for  canalapurpoaa*,"  which *aid  act  ia  hereby  madea^Usa- 
b  I*  in  all  ita  proTiaiana  to  every  of  aaid  banka  railing  aa  afon- 
aaid,  for  the  period  of  two  year*  from  th*  date  of  any  (win 
failure  tt  neglect  to  pay  in  specie.  And  any  auempt  by  iii» 
officera  of  any  of  aaid  banka  ao  aa  atwve  said  fbrfailing  ita  cbarw 
ler,  after  any  auch  forfenurs,  toexerciae  any  of  the  backing  pci- 
Ttlegea  conlemd  by  tliia  act,  aliaU  aubjea.auch  officer*  to  aU  ibk 
penaltiea  of  iHegal  banking. 

pxo.  2.  Attdle  U/urtAertnacltd,  Tbatnaitberor  the  aald 
banka  atiall,  by  virtue  of  any  tliiiig  in  ihiaaM  contained,  b«  autho- 
rised to  iaaua  or  pay  ont  any  iiota,  bllL  check,  or  draft  of  any 
bank  company,  iocorporaiian,  aaaociatioo,  or  mdividnal,  whicla 
aaid  note,  bill,  dieck,  or  dnft,aball  not  be  payable  and  paidoa 
demand  in  apecle  at  tbe  place  where  it  ia  made  payalu*;  and 
any  violation  of  ifaia  raairiciion  iball  be,  ipaejacta,  a  forfei- 
ture of  allch*righia,p<nrer*,  and  privilegee  cooierred  by  thia 
act  in  ttie  manner  apeeified  In  th*  firat  aeclioo  thereof  aa  to  a 
failure  of  apecle  payroeola. 

Provided,  That  nothing  contained  in  thii  eactioB  ahaU  pro- 
bibileitharof  *aid  banka  irom  receiving  tba  paper  of  any  non- 
apecla  paying  bank  oi  apecial  depoaite,  and  returning  th*  aaas* 
to  the  depositor. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  then  offered  a  substitute  for  tba 
whole  bill,  end  spoke  at  great  length  in  oppo^tion. 
to  the  present  banking  system;  and  without  oon- 
cladiug  his  remarks,  yielded  to  a  motion  to  poat- 
psne  its  further  consideration  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  iben  proceeded  to  the  considemtion 
of  Executive  business. 

And  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  EBPRESBNTATIVES. 
Tdbsdat,  Febmary  33,  1841. 
The  SPEAKER  stated  tbe  first  business  before 
the  House  to  be  the  motion  of  Mr.  OaLsiurni  to 
suspend  the  rules  to  enable  him  to  offer  ihe  follow* 
ing  resolution,  and  pending  which  motion  last  n^ht 
tbe  House  bad  adjourned,  viz:  * 

Btnhed,  That  from  and  after  one  otdoek  to- 
morrow, all  debate  in  Committee'of  the  Whole  on 
Honse  bill  Np.  601  shall  cease,  and  after  said  pe- 
riod tbe  committee  shall  proceed  to  vote  on  any 
amendments  that  may  be  offered  thereto,  and  re- 
port the  same  to  the  Honse. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH  then  modified  his  resolntioii, 
at  the  suggestion  of  a  number  of  friends,  so  as  to 
read  "four  o'clock  this  day  " 

Mr.  FILLMORE  suggested  to  Mr.  OaLBftaint 
to  d;lay  the  time  one  hoar  longer,  so  that  the  bill 
in  relation  to  taking  testimony  in  cases  of  contested 
elections  might  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  RIVES  concurred  in  the  suggestion  of  th* 
gejileman  from  New  York.  The  matter  was  im- 
portant, and  be  understood  that  it  was  probaUo 
several  cases  of  contested  election  would  be  bioaght 
before  ihe  next  Congress. 

At  tbe  suggestion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE, 

Mr.  GALBRAITH  further  modified  his  mola* 
tion  by  substitutiBg  "five  o'clock  this  day."    ' 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  (o 
suspend  tbe  loles,  and  decided  in  tbe;  afflmutp 
live. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  again  read. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH  moved  the  previous  qnes- 
tion,  which  was  seconded,  put,  and  carried. 

The  question  now  recuring  on  tbe  adoption  of 
the  resolution, 

Mr.  PECK  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  bnt  tbef 
were  not  ordered. 

Tbe  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

And  so  the  debate  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Government  for  Oi*  year 
1841.  will  cease  this  day  at  5  o'clock. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPttlATION  BIIX. 

On  moiioa  of  Mr.  J0NB3  of  Virginia,  iheHoaao 
resolved  itself  into  a  Cotnmitiee  of  the  Whole  on  dw 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Bell  in  the  chair,)  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriation for  tbe  ctvil  and  diplomatic  expentesof 
tbe  Government  for  tbe  year  1841. 

The  pending  ^inestion  was  oft  tbe  appeal  laktK 
by  Mr.  Civ<  Johnscn  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  last  eveiiing,  that  the  following  amend- 
ment offered  by  tki  gentleman  was  not  ia  order,' 
on  the  gtotutd,  ftntt,  Aattbe  lubjeei  was'entinljr 
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different  ftom  Uiat  onder  eoDSidereiion;  aod  se- 
coadly,  ih>i  ibe  amendment  related  M  a  class  of 
officers  for  whom  no  appropriation  was  made  in  the 

bill. 

And  provided  alto,  That  in  addiUoo  to  the  acconnt  now  re- 
quired to  bfl  renUered  by  every  collttctor  of  cuatoms,  Daval  oOi- 
otr,  and  •wcr^or  of  porta,  erary  aucit  collactor,  naval  offlrer, 
andiurv9or,aliall,  eadi  aiid  every  year  liaieafter,  laoder  a 
quarter  yearly  accouni  under  oaili  lo  the  Secr^ry  of  tlia  Traa- 
wry  In  such  form  aa  oaid  Secretary  ahall  prescrilw,  for  the 
purpooeof  (irlog  full  effect  toihii  proviso,  of  all  auinaof  mo- 
my  by  itkemreapectively  received  or  collected  for  fine*,  penal- 
lie*,  or  forfeiiurea,  or  for  aeiiure  of  gooda,  vaiea.  or  merchan- 
dise; or  on  account  of  auiu  inotituted  for  frauda  againat  the 
levaaBaliiwa;  or  for  i«nt  and  atoraga  of  gooda,  warea,  or  mer- 
chandiae^  iMyond  the  ranu  paid  by  the  collector  or  other  auch 
officeri  and  if  from  auch  accounting  it  ahall  appear  that  the 
account  rvcrlved  in  any  one  year,  by  any  collector,  naval  offi- 
cer, or  anrveyor,  on  accouni  of  finea  and  penaltiea,  or  forfeit* 
urakaadonaecoantof  any  geizurea  made  or  luita  iosiitDted 
for  fcautia  or  evaaiona  of  the  revenue  lawa,  and  for  renia  and 
Honga  aa  aforeeaid;  shall,  in  the  aggref  ate,  exceed  the  sum  of 


two  ihouaand  dollara,  such  excaas  shall  be  paid  IntotbaTrea- 
aury  for  the  vae  of  the  United  Siatea.  Ana  no  eucit  collector 
atiall  hereafter,  uudar  any  ptecence  whatever,  have,  or  receive. 
or  retain  for  bimoelf,  in  the  aggiegaie,  more  than  «x  thonoand 
dollaia  per  year,  including  commiaaiona  for  atoraze.  and  any 
other  cammiaalona  orealaries  aa  nov  allowed  and  limited  by 
law.  No  auch  naval  officer  ahall,  on  any  pretence,  in  the  ag- 
gregate, havoorrecelve,  or  retain  for  himaelf,  more  than  live 
UKHMond  dollara  per  year,  including  commiaaJona  and  aalartee 
aa  aforeaaid:  no  such  surveyor  shall,  in  the  aggregate,  have  or 
receive,  or  retain,  more  than  four  thousand  five  hundred  ilollars 
par  year,  Including  comtniasiona  and  salarlea  aa  now  allowed 
aodlimiladlvlaw. 

Mr.  SMI  rtl  of  Indiana  rose  and  moved  to  re- 
consider the  vote  taken  lai-t  erenin;  on  the  propo 
sitioaof  Mr.  Thompjom  of  Mississippi. 

Tlie  CHAIRMAN  said  ihititwasnot  in  order 
10  move  10  recortidera  vutein  committee;  the  qacsr 
tion  would  egaio  c  >me  np  in  the  House. 

And  the  qursiibn  recurring,  "Shall  ttie  decision 
of  tie  Chair  stand  a>  the  jadgment  of  tie  com- 
mitteet" 

The  question  of  order  was  debated  at  considera- 
ble lencd)  by  Messrs.  ATHE^ION.  CLIPFOPD, 
TILLUiaHASr,  BANKS.  UNDERWOOD, 
WINTHROP,  and  EVERETT. 

After  which  the  CHAIRMAN  stated  briefl;  the 
grounds  of  his  decision. 

Mr.  TXLLINGH^T  said,  if  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  would  direct  his  mind,  with  that  dis- 
crimination of  which .  he  was  so  capable,  to  the 
distinction  between  this  point  ar.d  that  npon  the 
proviso  which  had  been  sustained,  he  believed  he 
would  be  satisfied  that  the  present  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  correct.  That  proviso  was  reported  to 
the  House  by  ih?  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
was  received  by  the  House  as  part  of  the  report, 
was  a  pan  of  the  bill  committed  la  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole^  by  the  House,  and  was,  therefore, 
of  itself  a  snbject-matier  on  which  the  House  had 
directed  tbis  committee  to  act  and  report.  The 
committee,  therefore,  could  not,  of  it  own  auiho. 
rity,  discharge  itself  on  tbis  subject-matter  on  the 

f round  that  the  House  erred  in  referring  it  to  them- 
lesiHes,  ibat  proviso  pertained  to  the  appropriation 
of  |335,0O0  fur  the  support  of.  Iha  judiciary,  to 
which  it  was  attached  as  a  condition,  relating  to 
office  a  of  the .  judiciary,  and  in  effect  con- 
diiionally  reducing  that  identical  appropria- 
tion. Bat  he  had  aodeistood  ihe  Chair  that 
even  that  proviso,  if  it  bad  been  originally 
moved  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
would  hare  been  ruled  ont  of  order.  The  amend- 
ment now  proposed  did  not  relate  to  any  appropri- 
ation in  the  bill;  it  related  to  ibe  collactors;  it  went 
into  a  branch  of  the  Government  which  was  not 
in  anywise  a  Enbjeet  of  the  bill,  and  for  which  no 
propositioa  for  an  appropriation  was  before  the 
cimmitice.  It  did  n<U  pertain  at  all  it;  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  proviso  itself,  or  to  its  substitute,  to 
which  the  gentleman  said  it  was  an  addition.  True, 
it  migbi  be  called  an  addition  in  point  of  locality 
and  position  in  the  bill,  bat  not  otherwise.  On 
looking  it  over  at  the  table,  be  fonnd  no  provision 
in  it  in  regard  to  any  judicial  officer.  Here,  then, 
was  the  )!xpres$  rule  that  no  proprsitioa  on  a  sub- 
ject diffsrent  frvm  that  under  con.<^ideration  should 
be  admitted  as  an  amendment.  On  what  ground 
covid  the  committee  disregard  this  rule,  and  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  a  subject  not  commit- 
ted lo  ibemi  Additions  of  tbis  sort  had,  it  is  true, 
bee*  made  in  former  bills,  it  a  few  instances 
remembered  as  aberrat>onv,  but  they  had  been 
made  eiihet  by  general  consent,  expressly  dis- 
tnHag  mMk  the  role,  or  in  the  Senate,  whue 


ihe  rule  did  not  exist.  No  decision  of  the  House 
could  be  shown,  upon  Ihe  point  of  order  raised, 
sanctioning  tuch  an  amendment  at  in  order  when 
objected  lo.  He  believed  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
was  conformable  both  to  the  words  of  the  rule  and 
to  all  former  constructions  of  it,  and  should  there- 
fbre  uipport  it. 

And  the  question  beinir  then  pa>,  "Shall  tha  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the 
eemmiitee)**  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  with- 
out a  division. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  affirmrd. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  then  offered  the  follow- 
ing amendment: 

"Providtd  further,  That  the  district  attomeya  for  the  Uni- 
ted Statea  in  and  for  the  several  districts,  the  clerks  and 
marshals  rcepeciively  of  the  same,  shall  render  an  accouni  quar- 
ter yearly,  each  and  every  year  hereafter,  lo  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  of  all  fees,  emolamenta,  aud  receipts  of  every 
name  and  nature  whatever  by  ihem  reapeciively  received  by 
virtue  of  said  offices;  which  account  shall  be  rendered  upon 
oath  or  affirmation,  and  shall  hem  such  form,  and  aupponod 
bj  such  proofs  aa  the  Hecretary  of  the  Treasury  in  hia  judgment 
may  prescribe  for  ihe  purpose  of  eatorcing  the  provisions  here- 
inafter named:  that  is  to  say,  ifitshaU  appear  that  the  sslaries, 
feea,  and  emolumenls, receipts,  and  earnmgsof  any  of  thasald  at 
tomeys  shall  exceed  the  sum  ofStEOO,  ^nauch  aiiomeys  shall 
pay  such  exress  inio  the  Treasury  of  tr  o  United  Statea  for  ge- 
neral purposes  of  Government.  And  it  Ihe  salariee,  feeo, emo- 
lumenls or  earnings  of  any  of  the  said  clerka  or  mailhala  ahall 
exceed  •3,G0Q,  then  the  excesa  ahall  lo  like  manner  be  paid  into 
llieTreasury  forihe  purposes  aforesaid.  And  if  the  salarlea, 
earnings,  fees,  and  emolumenia  of  any  of  the  said  marshals 
shall  exceed  the  sum  of  aS-tXIO,  then  auch  excoe  shall  alao  be 
paid  law  the  Treasury  for  the  purpoaeaaforoaaid." 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  icqiiredof  the  Caaia  whrth'r 
this  proposition  wat  not  substantially  the  same  as 
thai  struck  out  last  evening? 

After  afew  moments' con'!ideraiion,tht  CHAIR- 
MAN said  that  he  bad  not  had  time  to  examine  the 
proposiiinn  minnlely,  but,  from  looking  at  it,  he 
thnughi  he  saw  that  it  was  a  proposition  .  to  insirt 
as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Th  impsom]  engrafted 
on  the  bill  laat  evening,  that  purtion  of  tne  original 
proviso  which  was  struck  oat,  almost  in  the  very 
terms  of  the  proviso.  If  that  was  so,  it  was  not 
is  order. 

Mr.  GAVE  JOHNSON  tbensffered  the  follow- 
ing amendment  to  the  amendment) 

Provided,  That  the  fees  and  entolomenls  retained 
by  Ihe  district  attorneys,  maishals,  and  clerks,  diall 
in  no  case,  exceed,  for  the  district  a'torney  and 
marfbal,  or  either  of  them,  the  sum  of  (6.000;  and 
those  for  each  of  the  clerks  shall  not  exceed,  in  any 
ca>e,(4'^0;  the  surplus  of  fees  and  emolumenti 
lobe  paid  into  the  public  Treasury,  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  ihe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  subject  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  Congrefs.- 

Mr.  HUNT  submitted  that  this  was  precisely  the 
same  proposition  in  principle  as  the  proposition 
struck  out  last  night,  which  was,  fixing  a  maxi- 
imwi. 

The  amendment  was  debated  by  Messrs^  CAVJS 
JOHNSON,  EVANS,  WISE,  CURTIS,  VAN- 
DERPOEL.  STANLY,  (JRANGER,  GRAVES, 
and  CUSHINQ. 

The  latter  observed  that,  daring  the  debate,  he 
had  been  miich  edilled  at  the  exhibiiion  of  sudi 
new  born  zeal  of  the  Administration  going  ont  of 
power,  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  these  officers.  It 
was  a  sudden  convertion — a  conversion  in  the  verjf 
agonies  of  death.  Mr.  C.  went  on  to  contend  that, 
du'ing  the  last  twelve  years,  the  Administration 
had  made  no  effort  for  the  reform  now  proposed, 
but  now  their  successors  were  about  to  be  carried 
into  power,  this  attempt  was  made.  Mr.  C.  also 
contended  that  under  the  present  and  last  Adminis- 
trations, the  burdens  of  the  people,  instead  of  being 
diminished,  had  been  increased.  Ha  thru  pro- 
<»eded  to  ssy  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  expended 
|33,000,0OO  during  his  lerm,  of  the  sorpla-i  reve- 
nue of  the  fourth  instalment,  notdi<tributed  among 
the  people.  Yes,  all  thi^,  in  addition  to  Ihe  ordi- 
nary revenue  of  Qovemment,  had  been  devoured, 
destroyed,  burnt  np,  by  this  Administration.  AAer 
some  further  remarks,  coinplaining  that  this  mea- 
sure of  reform  had  not  been  introduced  until  tlie 
dying  throes  of  the  Administration,  Mr.  C.  con- 
cluded by  ap(>ealing  to  members  of  both  parties  to 
suspend  all  further  debate  of  a  party  character,  and 
proceed  at  once  to  Ihe  merits  of  the  bill  before 
tliem. 


After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  CRARY  in  favor 
of  commencing  reform  at  the  present  time,  without 
waiting  for  another  opportunity, 

Mr.  GENTRY  took  ihe  floor,  and  made  soma 
very  violent  remarks  against  the  patty  ikow  in 
power,  for  not  commencing  tbis  reform  at  an  ear- 
lier period. 

Mr.  ALFORD  was  surprised  lo  hear  his  Whig 
friends  talk  in  the  way  they  did.  Hi&  object  in 
rising  was  to  urge  upon  tbem  not  to  reserve  the 
work  of  refuim  nntil  Qeocral  Harrison  should 
come  into  power,  but  to  do  it  now.  Ttiis  was  the 
proper  time  lo  do  the  deed.  He  hoped  his  friei^ds 
would  not  think  because  he  deemed  this  an  im- 
proper time  to  touch  the  tariff,  that  he  considered  it 
too  sopn  to  commeaoe  relorm.  It  was  always  too 
soon  to  do  wrong,  but  never  too  soon  to  conimenec 
doing  right. 

After  some  further  reoiarks  in  relation  to  the  im- 
propriety of  wasting  time  in  party  recriminations, 
now  that  the  bitile  had  been  w.  n,  Mr.  A.  again 
orged  that  note  was  the  aocepted  time— now  was 
the  day  of  salvation.  He  would  tell  his  friends, 
that  after  making  thousands  of  •stamp  speeches 
through  the  country  about  "reform,"  it  ill  became 
them  to  refuse  to  commence  that  reform  whenever 
they  had  the  power. 

At  the  late  canvass  there  were  three  candidates, 
viz:  Harrison,  Tyler,  and  Reform.  They  had 
elected  two  of  the  candidates,  Harrison  and  Tyler, 
and  it  was  their  dut;  to  bring  np  the  third. 

Bat,  (continoed  Mr.  A  )  gentlemen  say  they 
will  not  commence  nou).  Why  noti  What  ex- 
cuse could  ih-y  have  in  not  carrying  out  their  pro- 
mises whenever  an  opportunity  should  offcil  These 
Loco  Pocos,  as  they  are  called,  and  I  think  very 
properly  toe,  although  they  do  lepent  at  the 
last  moment,  like  the  thief  on  the  Cross,  ye:  as.  ihejr 
do  not  reprnt,  I  call  on  my  friendj  to  embrace  the 
opportunity  and  co-operate  wiih  them,  whatever 
may  be  their  motive,  in  Ihe  correction  of  these 
abuses.  No  matter  what  may  be  the  motive,  no# 
these  Loco  Fccos  are  ready  to  go  for  reform,  al- 
though at  the  last  hour,  I  say  go  with  them.  Do 
good  whenever  yon  can. 

After  drawing  a  contrast  between  Ihe  high  sala- 
ries of  the  United  States  District  Attorneys,  Mar- 
shals, etc.  and  those  of  the  high  officers  of  the  Go-  - 
veromeni,  Mr.  A.  asked  his  friends  what  excuse 
tbey  could  possibly  have  for  refusing  to  reduce  the 
salaries  of  the^e  attorneys.  Fvra  long  time  past 
the  Whigs  have  been  condemning  the  extrava- 
gance of  ihejioco  Focos,  and  bawling  abojt  "re- 
form, reform,"  on  every  stnmp;  and  now  when 
they  had  a  chance  to  commence  that  refoiin, 
they  were  anxious  to  put  it  off  until  another 
opportunity.  They  baa  been  consiantly  teaz- 
ing  the  Loeo-Focos  about  retrenchment,  and 
now  those  sinners  repented,  the  Whig  re> 
formers  refused  to  co-operate  with  ihem.  Mr. 
A.  continued  his  remarks  at  some  length,  censaring 
his  Whig  frietids  for  their  indisposition  to  show 
their  faith  by  their  worki>,  now  that  the  opportuni- 
ty was  afforded.  He  warned  them  that  the  people 
would  never  consider  it  a  good  reason  lor  opposingf 
measures  of  retrenchment,  that  those  mea»ares  ori- 
ginated  with  the  party  now  going  ont  of  pewer. 
Neiiher  would  the  people  hold  them  blameless  for 
violating  thtir  promises,  opon  the  pretence  that 
thoee  who  called  on  them  for  the  performance,  be- 
longed to  an  expiring'  Administration.  He  hinted 
that  the  real  motive  of  the  Whigs,  who  opposed 
A  limitation  of  the  excosive  ratahn  which  the 
pressure  of  the  trmes  had  produced,  was  that  eer- 
tain  gentlemen,  belonging  to  the  incoming  Adai* 
nislration,  were  casting  their  eyes  toward.^  them, 
and  looked  to  enjoy  them.  But,  said  Mr.  A.  I  tell 
the  gentlemen  who  have  oppos>-d  tirs  reform,  that 
if  no  one  can  be  fonn»l  in  the  North  who  will  ac- 
cept the  office  there,  at  th*;  limited  salary  of  f 6,000 
a  year,  I  shall  be  glad  of  it,  for  then  there  will  b« 
some  diance  for  a  Nallifier  of  Georgia  to  come  in 
for  the  appoistmeot. 

Mr.  A.  concluded  by  saying,  that  witbalthi*  pre« 
indices  against  the  present  Administration,  yet  now 
tbey  proposed  reform,  although  at  ihe  last  hour 
of  their  existence,  he  was  ready  and  willing  to  cfr- 
operate  with  diem.  And  he  wonld  say  ta  lUa 
ftienda  in  the  words  of  Sbabapeare, 
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■■Lay  on  Macduff, 

And  d— d  be  be  who  fiat  criM  bold !  eoougb." 

Mr.  STEENROD  asked  Mr.  Thompsom  when  he 
(Mr.  T  )  iairoduced  bis  bill  to  redaee  the  salaries 
of  the  marshals  and  district  atioroeys. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi  said,  in  an- 
swer to  the  qaesiioQ  propoanded  to  him  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  he  bad  to  say 
that,  when  be  came  here  last  seraioo,  being  fully 
apprized  of  the  raormoui  snms  (aj  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  will  have  it)  received  by  the  marshals 
and  clerks  of  tbe  eoarts  of  the  United  States  fur 
their  ser«rtcej,  he,  at  •  very  early  period  of  the  last 
session,  introdoced  a  bill,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  remedy  tbe  evils  now  complained  of,  and  which 
contained  tbe  identical  principles  of  thu  proviso  be 
had  offered  on  last  night.  This  bill  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  and  01  several 
occasions  he  sought  interviews  with  some  of  the 
members  of  (bat  committee,  and  urged  upon  them 
to  report  tbe  bill  back  to  this  Hoase.  At  last,  it 
was  reported,  and  placed  npon  the  calendar  of  this 
House;  but  it  was  at  so  late  a  perioj  of  the  ses- 
sion, that  it  was  Tropossible  to  reach  and  act  upon 
it.  Among  all  his  political  friends  with  whom 
be  had  consulted  as  to  that  bill,  he  never  h^ard  one 
of  them  object  to  its  principles,  propriety,  or  po- 
licy. The  coarse  of  remarks  which  had  been  in- 
dulged in  daring  this  debate,  made  it  proper  for 
him  to  make  this  statement. 

Bot,  while  he  was  up,  he  tboagt  it  proper  to  make 
one  or  two  remarks  further.  Gentlemen  ask.wbence 
this  new-born  zeal  for  reform?  So  far  as  he  was 
concented  Umseif,  all  who  have  observed  bis  course 
in  this  House  wHI  bear  him  witnetis  that  it  was  by 
no  means  a  new  feeling  or  a  new  line  of  conduct. 
He  had  always  been  prepared  to  vote  for  every 
thiog  which  savored  of  reform,  whenever  it  came 
vp,  and  wherever  it  could  be  reached.  The  ques- 
tion was  now  up  in  order,  and  he  hoped  the  prac- 
tice of  gentiemen  would  square  with  their  often  re- 
peated proftssioiis.  He  hoped  that  a  great  princi- 
ple was  not  to  be  lost  and  frittered  away  by  techni- 
cal questions  of  ord>r.  Bat  tbe  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Gemtbt,]  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat,  has  been  pleased  to  denominate  the  Demo- 
eraiie  party  as  an  expiriog  party,  in  the  last 
gasp.  He  would  tell  that  gentleman,  he 
dioois  wide  the  mark  in  supposing  the  Demo- 
cratic party  a  dying  party.  He,  no  doubt,  would 
be  glad  to  have  it  so.  He,  no  dottbt  would 
rejoice  in  his  heart,  firmly  to  believe  its  tiulh. 
Bat  he  would  tell  him,  lay  not  tbe  flattering  anoiion 
to  his  soul;  tbe  spirit  of  Dtmocracy  is  not  dead — 
it  is  not  down;  and  tike  Baoqao's  ghost,  it  will  not 
down  at  his  bidding.  Bm,  in  some  shape  or 
other,  he  will  have  to  speak  to  it,  either  as 
"a  spirit  of  health  or  a  goblin  damned;"  and 
if  be  did  not  mistake,  it  would  bear  to  him 
no  joyful  tidings  of  quiet  and  repose.  It  is 
true  the  people  have,  in  their  sovereign  pleasure, 
taken  the  offices  of  the  country  out  of  their  bauds 
and  given  them  to  tbe  Whig  party.  We  have  been 
defeated  afe  not  overthrown.  We  have  lost  power, 
but  our  principles  the  principles  of  tbe  people.  And 
if  the  incoming  Adminiatraiion  shall  fail  to  carry 
out  those  great  principles,  gentlemen  will  find,  to 
their  great  discomfiture,  that  after  this  supposed 
death,  will  come  ihe  resurreciion  and  tbe  judgment, 
when  righteousness,  justice,  and  truih,  will  prove 
(riamphant. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Gbntbt] 
likens  (he  Democra'ic  party  to  condemned  criminals 
under  tbe  gallows,  in  a  condition  ot  infamy,  and 
are  now  makiug  tbe  confessions  which  are  eitoned 
from  them  by  a  guilty  conscience.  Tois,  sir,  is  not 
an  orginal  idea  with  ths  gentleman;  it  is  but  tbe 
echo  of  what  has  been  said  by  another  greater  man 
in  Israel  in  the  other  end  of  tbe  Capitol.  He  pro- 
tetted  against  the  application  of  any  such  termi  to 
ibe  party  to  which  be  belonged  They  were  un- 
just and  unmerited,  and  found  no  justification  in  his 
opinion,  in  tbe  feelinp  of  tbe  people.  But  should 
the  genilemn  seek  to  apply  tbe  in/omy  he  speaks 
of  to  tiM  individual  members  of  the  Oemoeratic 
pany— 

Here  the  CHAIR  interposed,  and  said  he  did  not 
VBtleistaiid  the  gentlemiiQ  froQ  Tenaessee  as  in- 


tendiUK  his  remarks  to  be  he  taken  in  any  personal 
sense  whatever. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  not  a  word  more 
to  say,  if  that  was  bis  intention,  and  would  not 
longer  detain  the  committee. 

Mr.  MORGAN  moved  to  amend  Ihe  amendment 
by  iiiseitinga  proviso  that  all  the  fee<  over  |6,000 
received  by  disirictattorneyii,  marshals,  etc.  for  the 
last  twelve  years  should  be  refunded,  butArbstquent- 
ly  withdrew  it,  with  the  remark  (as  the  Reporter 
underbtoad)  that,  as  be  supposed  very  little 
could  be  obtained  from  tbo  gentlemen  who  bad 
held  these  offices  daring  that  time,  be  would  not 
press  it. 

Mr.  MoBOAM  then  moved  to  amend  tbe  amend- 
ment by  inserting  alter  tbe  word  "tervioe"  the 
words  "excIoiiiVe  of  clerk  hire." 

Which  motion  was  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Ibe  amendment 
of  Mr.  Cave  Johksos;  and,  by  ayes  98,  noes  48,  it 
was  agreed  to. 

Tbe  House  then  look  a  recess  until  4  o'clock. 


EvBNiNo  Session. 

At  4  o'clock,  Mr.  BELL,  tbe  chairman  o(  Ihe 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  tbe  Union, 
resumed  the  chair,  and  called  the  committee  to 
order. 

The  CHAIRMAN  suted  that  the  question  before 
the  committee  was  now  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hdst 
to  strike  out  the  entire  proviso. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  asked  if  tbe  amendments 
were  not  in  lien  of  th?  motion  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
viso. 

The  CHAIR  answered  no;  that  tbe  amendments 
bad  been  made  under  the  taw  of  Parliament,  which 
permitted  a  proposition  to  be  amended  so  as  to  make 
It  as  p:rfect  at  possible  before  the  question  be  put 
on  striking  it  out  altni;etber. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  took  Ihe  floor  and  spoke 
upon  the  f  abject  of  reform  generally,  and  as  to  his 
own  conrse  in  particahur,  in  relation  10  that  subject, 
during  the  ten  jrears  he  had  served  in  Congress. 

Mr.  GRAVES,  Mr  GENTRY,  and  Mr.  C.  H. 
WILLIAMS,  made  frequent  ezplanalions  doriog 
Mr.  Johnson's  speech. 

Mr.  J.  had  nni  concluded  at  5  o'clock,  when, 
under  the  order  of  this  morning,  Ihe  debate  was 
arrested,  and  the  committee  commenced  to  vote. 

The  question  was  then  pat  on  striking  out  tbe 
entire  proviso,  as  amended  on  the  motions  of  Mr. 
Thompson  of  Mississippi  and  Mr.  Cave  JonirsoN. 
Tbe  House  was  counted  by  tellers,  and  there  ap- 
peared for  striking  out  57,  against  it  113. 

And  so  the  proviso,  as  amended,  stands. 

Numerous  other  amendments  were  ofllered  to  Ibe 
bill,  some  of  which  elieiieil  interesting  explana- 
tions.   A  fall  riiport  is  in  coarse  of  preparation. 

At  half  past  nine  o'clock,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
JONES  of  Virginia,  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  re- 
ported to  the  Home. 

Whereon, 

Mr.  WISE  moved  the  previous  question  on  the 
bill  and  amendments. 

But,  pending  that  motion, 

The  Hous^ adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
WiEDNESDiT,  February  24, 1841. 

Mr.  PIERCE  presented  resoluiions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  Hampshire  in  favor  of  a  law  fixing 
tbe  election  of  electors  for  President  and  Vice 
President  of  Ihe  United  Stales  on  tbe  same  day 
throughout  the  Union;  which  were  laid  on  Ihe 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  primed. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  resolutions  of  Ibe  Legis- 
lature of  Massachusetts  in  relation  to  claims  for 
French  spoliations  prior  to  1800,  and  recommend- 
ing the  passage  o(  the  bill  now  before  Congress 
making  indemnity  therefor;  which  were  laid  on  tbe 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Havre  de  Grace,  praying  an  appropriation 
for  deepening  the  channel  at  the  mouth  of  tbe  har- 
bor; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  that  the  Senate  would 
take  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Uer- 
naadez,  and  miide  a  strong  appail  to  mf  Seijaie  in 


behalf  of  the  claimant;  bat  at  the  suggestion  ot 
Mr.  WRIGHT,  on  account  of  the  thinness  of  the 
Senate,  Mr.  HUBBARD  withdrew  his  motion,  and 
gave  notice  that  he  would  renew  ihe  motion  to- 
morrow at  half  past  twelve  o'clock. , 

On  notion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  tbe  8e> 
nate  took  op  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Irabella  Hill, 
widow,  and  John  Hill,  Elizabeth  Hill,  and  Samuel 
Hill,  children  and  minor  heirs  at  law  of  Samael 
Hill,  deceased;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrosoed 
for  a  third  reading. 

-  Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  tho  bill  for  th<t  relief  of 
Charles  F.  Sibbald,  reported  tbe  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas  M. 
Iseii;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Land'i. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  Ibe  folk) wing  lesoln- 
tion;  which  was  referred  lo  Ibe  Committee  on  tba 
Contingent  Expenses: 

Setohtd,  That  there  be  allowed  to  Robert  P«ale» 
fur  extra  duties  as  assistsnl  doorkeeper,  daring  Ibe 
past  session  of  Congress,  and  for  the  perfomanee 
of  the  duties  cf  Sergeant-at-Arms  during  a  part  of 
Ihe  last  and  the  present  session,  the  same  amount 
that  was  allowed  lo  John  Bhaekford  for  similar  ser- 
vices, by  a  resolution  of  (be  Senate  of  the  1st  of 
March,  1833? 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Sarah  M.  Charlton,  a 
Cherokee  Indian,  and  otbetr; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Garry  Hinaat; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacques  Bon  and  Alex- 
ander Coleman; 

Tbe  bill  for  Ibe  relief  of  John  McCIanahan; 
and 

Tbe  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Margaret  Janti- 
soof  were  severally  considered  as  in  eommittee 
of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Tbe  House  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Maiy  Tucker, 
was  considered  as  in  commitiMe  of  the  whole,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading;  and  on  motion  by  Mr. 
CLAY  of  Alabama,  it  was  read  a  third  time  antl 


BANKS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Tbe  S'  nate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  revive  and ' 
continue  the  corporate  existence  of  the  banks  of  tbe 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  concluded  bis  remarks,  and  tbe 
question  was  taken  on  his  amendment,  and  it  was 
disagreed  to — ayes  3,  noes  33.. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Albama  then  offered  tbe  fellow- 
ing  amendment  to  tbe  bill: 

And  provided,  further,  that  nothing  herein  con- 
tained i.hall  be  so  cnntrued  as  to  prevent  said 
bank.s  or  either  of  them,  from  paying  deposites 
heretofore  made  in  said  banks,  or  either  of  them, 
in  the  kind  of  funds  in  which  said  depoaites  were 
made.  

After  fome  remarks  by  Mr.  WRIGHT  and 
Mr.  CLAY,  the  amendment  was  agreed  t«. 

Mr.  ALLEN  then  offered  an  amendment,  tosak- 
iog  the  stockholders  liable  fcr  the  debts  of  tbe  bank; 
which  was  disagreed  to — ayes  18,  noes  19. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  10  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading — ayes  28,  noes  13. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  Bzecative  session. 

And  afterwards  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  RSPRESENTATIVBB, 
Wbdnespat,  February  34,  1841. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  present  a  resolution  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts,  diiectiog  the  payment  of  the 
per  diem  to  such  members  as  were  prevented  flnom 
reaching  Washington  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session,  in  consequence  of  tbe  storm  which 
prevailed  about  that  time. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  ANDREWS  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 

The  SPEAKER  slated  that  tbe  notion  of  (be 
gentleman  fiom  Kentucky  could  not  be  then  e»> 
teriained,  inasmuch  vt  tbe  motion  of  the  gentlcmaB 
from  Vii^nia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  made  last  evening  for 
the  pteviout  question  on  the  amendmenis  admxed 
by  t$e  Coi^mittee  of  tbe  Wboi;  to  tte 


CONORESSIONAL  GLOBE. 
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CntL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APl-ROPRIATION  BaL, 

Was  liien  peodtDg. 

Tbe  qaestioo  was  ihen  taken  on  seconeliDf;  ihe 
Bodon  o(  Mr.  Wise,  and  resnlted:  Ayes  75— 
BOW  31. 

Bai  no  qaornm  votioj;, 

Mr.  YANDBRPOBL  moved  acall  of  the  Hoose, 
and  ihefBiqwn  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  onleied,  and  rwnlted :  Yeas  106— nays  42. 

So  a  call  of  Ibe  Hoaae  was  ordered. 

Tile  detk  «ai  proceeding  in  the  call,  when 

Bfr.  MORGAN  moved  that  air  farther  proceed- 
ia§i  iberaia  be  diqM-nsed  with;  and  on  that  motion, 

Mr.  ANDERSON  cal'ed  for  the  yeas  and  nayt; 
bat 

Mr.  MORQAN  haviog  withdrawn  his  motion, 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Tbe  Clerk  resamed  the  call. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  that  all  farther  proceedings 
tberdit  be  dimcnsed  wUb;  on  which  motion. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
bat  Ibey  were  not  ordered. 

Tbe  call  bavins  been  concluded,  tbe  names  of 
Ibe  absentees  were  ihen  called;  and  it  appeared 
that  169  members  answered  to  iheir  names. 

Tbe  names  of  tbe  absentees  were  abont  being 
again  called,  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLIFFORD,  all  farther  pro- 
ceedings in  ibe  call  were  dispensed  with. 

Hie  motion  for  the  previous  question  was  se- 
eonded,  and  tbe  main  qoestion  ordered  to  be  pnL 

Tbe  question  now  reeiiTied  on  agreeias  to  Ibe 
amendments  to  the  general  appropriation  bill, 
adopted  is  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Several  of  the  amendments  were  then  agreed  to 
sirie/tm. 

Tbe  qoestion  was  then  taken  on  tbe  amendment 
affHropnating  (30,000  for  the  repair  of  tbe  Poto- 
mac Bridge,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
US,  nays  75. 

On  the  proviso  relating  to  tbe  redoction  of  tbe 
liees  and  emotaments  of  United  States  Disiret  At- 
tomies,  Marsballs,  etc  as  amended  by  Messrs.  Ja- 
cob Thompson  and  Civs  JounoM, 

Mr.  GRANGER  called  for  a  division  of  tbe 
qMstion. 

And  the  SPEAKER  decided  that  it  was  divi- 
sible. 

Mr.  WISE  appealed  from  tbe  decision;  bat  on 
■the  qoestion  being  taken,  the  decision  of  tbe  Spbak- 
XB  was  affirmed. 

'  Tbe  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  first  branch,  being  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Jacob  Trompsoh,  of  Mississippi: 

"Tliatheiufkar,  inllenorall  Tea,  emolameDla,  tod  reuipu, 
DOW  ■llowad,  It  shiLU  and  majr  Ix  ianrul  for  the  United  Siaies 
eleirka,  wu»m»f»,  eoarael,  and  mirelwle,  in  thedlauictand  cir- 
cuit eoutsorihe  Tniied  Sutaa  la  ilwaeranlMacee,  to  demand 
and  noelTe  ihe  lanw  fee*  that  nuw  are,  or  liereanar  may  be, 
allowed  bj  the  lawa  of  the  aaid  8utes  leepeciively  where  laid 
eomtiaieheld,  tothe  clerks,  attorney*,  and  cournel,  andabe- 
lifb,  in  the  higheat  court*  of  the  aaid  Btatet  In  which  liica  ser- 
Tieea  are  rendered:  and  no  olhei  feea  or  emoiunieniii,  except 
Uiatlhemanhalsaliatl  receive  in  full,  Tor  aummoning  all  the 
Joron  for  any  one  court,  italny  dollar*:  and  ehall  racaire,  for 
'  aetoalatlendanee  at  any  Gotnt,  St*  dollar*  per  day; 
aanrlce*,  ioclnding  the  compemaiion  for  mileage, 


•TMy  day'*  aetoalatlendanee  at  any  cotnt,  five  dollar*  per  day; 
and  for  aar  ••nrice*,  ioclnding  the  compemaiion  for  milease, 
p«rfonn«dby  aaid  ofneen  in  the  diecharge  of  their  ofiicial  dutT, 
nr  which  no  eompeniation  i*  proTlded  by  the  law*  of  eald 


8Mt<*,n*p*eliTely,  (be  aaid  officer*  may  receive  nth  fee*  a* 
ai«  now  allowed  by  law  accoidinit  to  the  exiaUng  naaga  and 
piMdceoraaidcoan^oftfas  United  Snm;  and  every  district 
•nonar, except  the  district  atioraey  of  the  aotiihem  dietrici 
of  Now  Tork,  shall  receive,  in  addition  to  the  above  fee*,  a  *a. 
lary  of  two  hundred  dollar*  per  aonum." 

And  resnlted  as  follows: 

YEAS.— MessTf.  Alford,  Jadson  Alien,  Ander- 
aoB,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks,  Baker,  Beatty, 
Beirne,  Bell,  Blackweli,  Boardman,  Bo>d,  Brew- 
ster, Brifgs,  Aaron  T.  Brown,  Albert  O.  Brown, 
Barke,  Sampson  H.  Bniler,  William  0.  Bailer, 
WQUam  B.  Campbell,  Carr,  Cai^y,  Chapman, 
Cbinn,  Chittenden,  Clark,  Clifford,  Coles,  Connor, 
Mark  A.  Cnoper,  William  R.  Cooper,  Crabb, 
Crary,  Crockett,  Cross,  Cnrtis,  Cashing,  Edward 
Davies,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Garrett  Da- 
vis, Dawson,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dickerson,  Del- 
let,  Doan,  Doe,  Dromgoolf,  Doncan,  Earl,  East- 
lOBB,  Edwards,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Fisher,  Floyd, 
Fomanee,  Galbiaiih,  Garland,  Gales,  Geniiy, 
Genr,  Goggin,  Graham,  Giaeger,  Grave*,  Green, 
Orimi,  Qnnnell,  Habersham,  Hammond,  Hand, 
William  S.  Hastings,  John  Hastings,  Haives, 
Hawkins,  Henry,  HiU  of  Virginia,  Hoffman, 
^Ime^  BopkiDs,  Hant,  Jwkton,  CkwlM  Jcbn- 


ston,  Joseph  Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Na- 
thaniel Jonex,  John  W.  Janes,  K«im,  Kemble, 
Kempshall,  Kille,  King,  Lane,  Leadbeiter,  Leet, 
Leonard,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Lowell,  Laeas,  Me- 
Carty,  McClellan,  McCalloch,  McKay,  Meredith 
Mallory,  Francis  Mallory,  Marvin,  Mason,  Me- 
dill,  Mitchell,  Monroe,  Montanya,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Samnel  W.  Morris,  Monow, 
Newhard,  Nisbe',  Obborne,  Parmenter,  Parris, 
Paynter,  Peck,  Pickens,  Prentisp,  Proffi*,  Ran- 
dolph, Rayner,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Ridgway,  Ed- 
ward Rogers,  Ras«ell,  Samuels,  Sergeant,  Shaw, 
Sbepard,  Simonton,  John  Smith,  Traman  Smith, 
Thomas  Smiib,  Slanly,  St&rkweaiher,  S:eenrod, 
Strong,  Stnart,  Sumter,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Philip 
F.  Thomas,  Waddy  Thompson,  Jtctb  Thompson, 
John  B.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Trumbull,  Tar- 
ney.  Underwood,  Vanderposl,  David  D.  Wegener, 
Peter  J.  Wagner,  Warren,  Welter.  Edward  D. 
While,  John  While,  Wick,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Lewis 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winihrop,  and 
Wise- 176. 

NAYS— Messrs.  John  W.  Allen,  Barnard, 
Calhoun,  Cranston,  Evans,  Goode,  James  Jime- 
mm,  Idiller,  Calvary  Morris,  Randall,  Sallonsiall, 
Albert  Smith,  Toland,  and  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
Iiamj~16. 

So  this  branch  of  the  proviso  was  conenrrei  in. 

The  question  then  recnrring  on  agreeing  to  the 
second  branch,  being  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Civb 
JoRNSON,  viz: 

ProTidtd,  That  Ihe  fee*  and  emolamenU  relumed  by  the  dia- 
trict  attorney*,  manliaia,  and  clerka,  sliall  in  no  case  exceed 
for  tlie  district  attorney*  or  marshal*^  or  either  of  them,  the  sum 
of  eix  thouaand  dollars;  and  tboae  for  each  of  the  clerks  ehall  not 
exceed  In  any  case  four  tltouaanil  five  hundred  doilars— the 
enrplu*  of  feea  and  emolumeais  m  be  paid  intu  the  public  Trea- 
sury, under  such  rules  and  regulatiena  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  subject  to  the  disposition  of 
Cion  gross. 

And  it  was  decided  in  tbe  affirmative,  by  yeas 
and  nayi  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alford,  Jadson  Allen,  Ander- 
son, Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks,  Baker,  Bea'ty, 
Beirne,  Blackweli,  Boardman,  Boyd,  Bretrster, 
Briggs,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Bnrkr,  Sampson  H. 
BoUer,  William  O.  Bailer,  Calhonm,  William  B. 
Campbell,  Carr,  Carroll,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clif- 
lord,  CoUs,  Connor,  Mark  A-  Cooper,  William  R. 
Cooper,  Crabb,  Cranstoi^  Crockeii,  Cross,  RJward 
Davies,  John  Davi.s,  John  W.  Davis,  Garrett  Da- 
vis, Deberry,  Dennir,  Dickeiton,  Dcllet,  Doan, 
Dromgoole,  Duncan, Earl,  Ea.^tmaD,  Fisher,  Floyd, 
Fornance,  Galbraith,  Garland,  Gerry,  Gtddiog;, 
Goggin,  Goode,  Graham,  Green,  Gri/ltn,  Hand, 
John  Ha.<:tiDgs,  Hatres,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Hill  of 
Virginia,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Jackson,  Jameson, 
Charles  Johnston,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nal.  Jones, 
John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kille,  Lane,  Letdbetler, 
Leet,  Lewiii,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McClcllao,  McCal- 
loch, McKay,  Meredith  Mallory,  FrAOcis  Mall  .ry, 
Mason,  Mrdill,  Miller,  Montanya,  Montgcimery, 
Naylor,  Newhard,  Osbornp,  Parrish,  Parmenter, 
Parris,  Paynier,  Pickens.  Prentis.^,  Reyneld', 
Rives,  Edward  Rogers,  Ryall,  Samuels^,  Shaw, 
Shepard,  Simontcin,  John  Smith,  Tho::.  Smiih, 
Stanly,  Starkweather,  Stienrod,  Strong,  Stnait, 
Sumter,  Swearingen,  Sweney,  Taliaferio,  Philip 
F.  Thomas,  Jacob  Th-mpson,  Jc>ha  B.  Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast,  Trumbull,  Tomey,  Underwood, 
Vand.  rpoel,  Vroom,  David  D.  Wegener,  Peter  J. 
Wagner,  Weller,  J.  Whiir,  Wirk.  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams, Henry  Williams,  Lewi.s  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  and  Wi'e 
—13?. 

NAYS— Mtesrv.  John  W.  Allen,  Barnard, 
Bell,  Brockway,  Albert  O.  Brown,  John  Camp- 
bell, Chinn,  Chittenden,  Clark,  Curtis,  Coshiiig, 
Daw!;on,  Edwards,  Evans,  Eveteli,  Fiilmorp,  Gen- 
try, Gianger,  Grinnell,  Habersiham,  Hammond, 
William  S.  Hatings,  Hunt,  Jamef^,  Wm.  Cost 
JohD.isn,  ELemble,  Kempshall,  King,  Leonard, 
Lincoln,  Marvin,  Mitchell,  Monrci!,  Moore,  Mor- 
itan,  Murrow,  Nitbei,  Peck,  Randolph,  Rayner, 
Ridgway,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Slade, 
Albert  Smith,  Truman  Smiih,  Waddy  Thompsnn, 
Toland,  Warren,  Edward  D.  White,  Thomas  W. 
Williams,  and  Wmihrop — 53. 

So  tbe  proviso,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

On  tbe  amendment  "for  the  payment  of  a^ 


rearages  fbr  completing  the  custom  house  at  New 
York,  |34,32l  31,"  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
mandetl  by  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  and  being  or- 
dered, were  taken,  and  resulted  tu  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Jndson  Allen,  John  W.  Allen, 
Baker,  Bell,  Boardman,  Brewster,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Albert  O.  Brown,  William  0.  Butler,  Cal- 
houn, John  Campbell,  Casey,  Cbino,  Chittenden, 
Clark,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cusfaing,  Edward  Davies, 
John  Davis,  Garie  t  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry, 
Dennis,  Doe,  Eail,  Evans,Evereit,  Fillmore,  Floyd, 
Fornance,  Galbraith,  Ghintry,  Granger,  Gravetr, 
Green,  Grinnell,  W.  S.  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry, 
Holmes,  Hunt,  Jackson,  Charles  Johnston,  Joseph 
Johnson,Nath.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kempehal>,  King, 
Lane,  Lincoln,  McCarty,  Meredith  Mallory,  Mar- 
vin, Mason,  Mitchell,  Monroe,  Moaianya,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Morrow,  Newhard, 
Ojborne,  Parmenter,  Paynier,  Pruffit,  RandaH, 
Randolph,  Rariden,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Edward 
Rogers,  Rnssell,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  TramaB 
Smith,  Smart,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tillinghast, 
ToUnd,  Trumbull,  Vanderpoel,  Edward  D.  While, 
John  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Jaseph  L. 
Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  and  Win- 
thri'p— 89. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alford,  Andrews',  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Blackweli,  Boyd,  Burke,  Sampson 
H.  Bitter,  W.  B.  Campbell,  Carr,  Carroll,  Chap- 
man, Clifford,  Coles  Connor,  Maik  A.  Cooper, 
Wm.  R.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Crary,  Crockett,  John 
W.  Davis,  Dellet,  Doan,  Dromgoole,  Dunban, 
Eastman,  Fisher,  Garland,  Gerry,  Goggin,  Goode, 
Graham,  Griffin,  Hammond,  John  Hastings,  Haw- 
kin  i,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hill  of  North  Carolina, 
Jameson,  J.  W.Jones,  Kille, Leet,  Leonard, Lewis, 
Lowell,  Lacis,  McClellan,  McCalloch,  McKay, 
Fiaocis  Mallory,  Medill,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Nisbet,  Partish,  Parris,  Reynolds,  Rives,  Ryall, 
Samuel.%  Shaw,  Simonton,  John  Smith,  Thomas 
Smi  h,  Siaoly,  Starkweather,  Steenrod,  Strong, 
Sam'er,  S*earingen,  Taliaferro,  P.  F.  Thomas, 
Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Underwood, 
Vroom,  David  D.  Wagener,  Warien,  Weller, 
Wick,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williamo, 
Lewis  Williams,  and  Wise— 68. 

So  the  amendment  was  eoncnrred  in- 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  aUo  taken  on  agreeing 
to  the  fellowing  amendment: 

"For  furniture  for  the  custom  bense,  New  York, 
J8,000." 

And  tbe  amendment  was  rejected,  as  follows: 
•  YEAS— Messrs.  Jiidson  Allen,  John  W.  Allen, 
Baker,  Bell,  Boardman,  Brewster,  Brockway,  John 
Campbell,  Carroll,  Chinn,  Chittenden,  Clark,  Wil- 
liam R  Cooper,  Cianstnn,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cosh- 
ing,  Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dennis, 
Dickerson,  Doe,  E«l,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillm  ire. 
Graves,  Green,  Grinnell,  Habers'iam,  William  S. 
Hasilngii,  Holmes,  Hunt,  Jackson,  James,  Charles 
Johnston,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Kemble,  Kemp-shall, 
King,  Leonard,  L  ncoln,  McCarty,  Meredith  Mai- 
loiy,  Marvin,  Mason,  Mitchell,  Monroe,  Morgan, 
Osborne,  Palen,  Peck,  Piekrns,  Randa'l,  Rindolpb, 
Reed,  Riilgway,  Edward  Rogers,  Russell,  Salion- 
btall.  Sergeant,  Albert  Smith,  Traman  Smiih,  Stu- 
art, TillioghKSt,  Toland,  Trumbnll,  Vanderpoel, 
Peter  J.  Wagner,  Edward  D.  White,  John  White, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joeeph  L.  Williams,  and 
Winihrop— 75. 

NAYS — ^Messrs.  Alfotd,  Andersen,  Andrews, 
Atheiton,  B<ink8,  Beany,  B«irop,  Blackweli,  Bovd, 
Albert  G.  Bro«n,  Burke,  Sampwn  H.  Butler,  Wil- 
liam 0.  Bailer,  Williaai  B.  Campbell,  Carr,  Ca- 
sey, Chapman,  Cliffonl,  Col««,  Connor,  Mark  A. 
Cooper,  Crabb,  Edward  Davies,  John  Davis,  John 
W.  Davis,  Dellet,  Doan,  Dromgoole,  Duncan, 
Eastman,  Fi>ber,  Floyd,  Fornance,  Galbraith, 
Gentry,  Geiry,  Goggin,  Goode,  Grahe.m,  Griffin, 
Hammond,  Flawrs,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hill  of  North 
Cari'liBa,  Hopkin.<,  Jaotesop,  Jv>seph  Johnson, 
John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kille,  Lane,  LeAdbeller, 
Leet,  Lewis  Lowell,  Luca.<,  McClellan,  McCul. 
loch,  McKay,  Franci.s  Mallory,  Medill,  Miller, 
Samuel  W.  Morris^,  Calvary  Morris,  Newhard, 
Nisbei,  Parrish,  Parris,  Paynier,  Preoti'^s,  Rariden, 
Reynolds,  Rives,  Kjall,  Samnels,8haw,  Simonton, 
John  Smith,  Thomas  Stnilh,  Sianly,  Starkweather, 
I  Steenrod,  Strong,  Samter,  Swearutgen,  Taliaferro, 
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Philip  F.  Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson,  Joba  B. 
TboBpsoiit  Tarney,  OnderwootI,  Vioom,  Warren, 
Wdler,  Wick,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry  Wil- 
liam', Lewis  Williamf,  Christopher  H.  WUIiams, 
and  Wise— 100. 

The  qneciion  wjs  then  taken  on  the  following 
an  endment,  viz: 

"For  fnroiture  for  the  President's  Honse,  of 
Americaa  manafactnre,  sn  far  as  may  be  practiea* 
We  and  expedient,  to  be  expended  under  the  itiree- 
tiou  of  the  Piesident,  in  addition  to  the  avails  of 
the  sa'es  of  decayed  famiture,  the  sam  of 
#6,000;" 

Aad  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  90.  luys 
86.  as  follows: 

YEAS— Me;ns.  Jndson  Allen,  John  W.  Alien, 
Bell,  Boardman,  Brockway,  Sampson  H.  Butler, 
Calboan,  Carroll,  Chion,  Cbitiendea,  Clark,  Cran- 
atOB,  Cross,  Edward  Davies,  Qairelc  Davis,  Daw- 
son, Deberry,  Dennis,  Dickersoo,  Dellet,  Dor, 
Earl,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Fi>her,  Galbralib, 
Oentxy,  Oiddings,  Grtnger,  Qraves,  Grinnell,  Ha- 
bersbun,  Hammond,  Wm.  S.  Hastinpi,  John 
Haatings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Hill  of  Virainia, 
Holmes,  James,  Cbas.  Johnston,  Kemble,  Kemp- 
shall,  ECiag,  Leadbetter,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  McCar- 
ty,  Meredith  Adallory,  Marvin,  Mason,  Monroe, 
Mooie,  Morrow,  Naylor,  Nisbe',  Osborne,  Parmen- 
ter.  Peck,  Pickens,  Randall,  Rarideo,  RajDer,Reed, 
Ridgway,  Rives,  Edward  Rogers,  Russell,  Salton- 
stall.  Sergeant,  Simonion,  Albert  Smiih,  Truman 
Smith,  Sianly,  Smart,  Sumter,  Philip  F.  Thonuty, 
Waddy  Thompson,  TiUlnghast,  Toland,  Trnmball, 
Underwood,  Peter  J.  Waener,  Warren,  Edward' 
D.  White,  John  While,  Wick,  Thomas  W.  Wil- 
liams, and  Winihrop— 90. 

NAYS — Messis.  miuiu,  Anoerson,  Andrews, 
Atherton,  Bank*,  Beatty,  Belme,  Boyd,  Brewfier, 
Aaron  Y.  Brown,  Burke,  W.  0.  Batter,  W.  B.Camp- 
bell, Carr,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Mark  A.  Cooper,  Wm.  R.  Cooper,  Crabb, 
Crary,  John  Eavis,  John  W.  Davis  Doan,  Drom- 
goola,  Dancan,  Eastman,  Floyd,  Garland,  Gerry, 
Ooggin,  Goodr,  Graham,  Green,  Griffin,  Hand, 
Hawkins,  Hopkins,  Jackson,  Jameson,  Nathaniel 
Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Eeim,  Kille,  Lane,  Ltet, 
Lewis,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McClelUn,  McCulloch, 
McKay,  Francis  Mallory,  Medill,  Miller,  Mont- 
gomery, S.  W.  Morris,  Newhard,  Palen,  Panish, 
Parris,  Paynter,  Prentiss,  Reynolds,  Ryall,  Sa- 
Binels,  Shaw,  John  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Slatk- 
weather,  Sieenrod,  Strong,  Taliaferro,  J«cob 
Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tarney,  Vroom, 
David  D.  Wagene',  Weller,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Henry  Williams,  L°wis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
liam8,'Cbristopher  H.  Wilh^mi',  and  Wise — 86. 

The  next  amendment  was  then  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"For  annual  repair  of  the  President's  Honse, 
gardenet's  salaiy,  horse  and  cart,   labrrersand 
tools,  and  for  amount  diie  F.  Masi  and  Company 
for  repairs  on  furniture,  $3,G-J8  " 
>   The  question  was  about  being  taken,  when 

Mr.  MEDILL  called  for  the'  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered.    Bat 

Before  the  question  was  taken,  it  being  now  half 
past  two  o'clock. 

The  House  took  a  recess  until  four  o'clock. 


[iVBNinO  SE68I0I«.] 

After  the  recess. 

The  Speikkr  resumed  the  chair,  and  ihire  being 
but  few  members  present, 

Mr.  ANDRBWiS  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  8PEAKGR  said  that  as  the  previoas  quer- 
tion  was  pending  on  the  ameodmi-Bis  adopted  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  civil  and  I'iplo- 
natio  appropriation  bill,  a  motion  for  a  call  of  the 
Honse  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  ANOREWiS.  Well,  then,  I  move  to  ad- 
jonm. 

On  that  motion,  Mr.  BANES  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  resulted,  ye^s 
4,  nays  108. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn;  but  no  quoram 
Toted. 

Mr.  DROMQOOLB.  What  are  we  to  do  iheni 
We  have  no  quorum;  the  Hoase  refuses  to  ad* 
jogm,  and  a  call  of  the  House  is  not  in  oider. 


Several  other  members  having  now  arrived,  the 
Spbaksr  decided  that  a  quoram  was  present. 

The  question  piending  being  on  the  following 
amend  meal: 

"For  annual  repair  of  the  President's  House, 
gardener's  salary,  horte  and  cart,  laborers  and 
tools,  and  for  amount  due  F.  Masi  and  Company 
for  repairs  on  fumitate,  |^,638:"  it  was  agreed  to 
— yeas  113,  nays  49. 

Afier  the  adoption  of  several  other  amendments,' 
wiibont  a  division, 

The  amendment  appropriating  #3  009  for  com- 
pleting the  court-house  at  Alexandria,  was  con- 
curred in  as  follows:  yeas  105,  nays  7. 

The  next  amendment  was  then  read  as  follows: 

"For  paym^t  to  the  stoneAitters  and  the  other 
workmen  on  the  new  Treasury  building,  of  the 
sums  allowed  them  by  the  commissioners  appoint- 
ed by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  super- 
intend the  prosecution  of  ihe  work,  etc-  in  fulfil- 
menl  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  30ih  Jolv, 

1840,  112,923;"  and  it  was  agreed  'to— yeas  109, 
nays  60. 

The  qnestton  then  recurrjng  on  agreeing  with 
Ihe  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  amendntenl 
striking  out  the  appropriation  for  "a  Minister  to 
Mexico,  and  inserting  an  appropriation  for  a 
Charge  onlv;" 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  bad 
seronded  this  amendment,  str.king  off  the  Minister 
to  Mexico. 

Great  confusion  here  arose,  owing  to  many  mem- 
bers attempiins  to  speaking  at  once. 

Mr.  MONROEh  in  a  very  loud  tone,  propounded 
a  question  to  the  Speaker  as  to  the  effect  of  a  re- 
jection of  the  amendment 

The  noise  prevailing  was  so  great  that  the  re- 
sponse of  the  Spkakir  was  not  heard. 

Bnt  several  members  now  calling  on  Mr.  Mon- 
aoa  to  sit  down,  and  not  a<k  such  simple  ques- 
tions, 

Mr.  MONROE  insisted  on  bis  right  to  ask  any 
question  he  night  think  proper,  before  he  was  calW 
upon  to  vote. 

Mr.  WISE.  Well,  then,  will  the  Sfcaker  please 
to  tell  me  how  to  spell  apple  pie? 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  STANLY,  in 
which  he  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting, 

Mr.  GRAVES  took  the  floor,  and  was  proceed- 
ing with  some  remarkv,  when 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  insisted  on  having  order,  and 
requested  ihe  sentleman  to  take  his  reat. 

Mr.  GRAVES  said,  well,  then,  let  him  sUte  his 
point  of  order  for  the  decit-ion  of  the  Cbur,  )>nt  I 
will  not  take  my  seat  at  his  [Mr.  Wise's]  eom- 
minH. 

Mr.  WISE.  Well,  I  submit  my  point  of  order, 
which  is,  whether  a  gentleman  has  a  right,  for  the 
purpofe  of  evading  the  previou>  question,  to  — 

Loud  cries  of  "order,"  "sit  down,"  etc  arose 
from  various  paits  of  the  halt. 

Mr.  WISE.  It's  of  no  ase;  gentlemen  may 
call  "order"  as  much  as  they  please;  I  cannot  be 
put  down  on  my  own  point  of  order. 

Mr.  GRAVES.    What  is  (be  point  of  orderT 

Mr.  WISE.  Hear  it,  and  do  not  call  upon  me 
to  sit  down  before  you  know  what  it  is.  The  point 
of  order  is,  nheiher  a  t:entleBian  can,  to  evade  tbe 
previous  question,  ask  to  be  excused  from  voting, 
and  then  give  his  reasonsi 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  obvious  that  snch  a 
course  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  QRAVES  desired  to  know  if,  tinder  the  con- 
sideration of  a  bill  making  appropriaiion  for  the 
civil  and  diplbmatic  expen^es  of  Ciovemment  for 

1841,  the  genilFmaa  from  Virginia  was  in  order  in 
asking  tbe  Speaker  "to  pleate  to  tell  him  bow  to 
spell  apple  pie?" 

After  some  further  discussion  of  a  conversational 
character,  the  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to 
Ihe  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole, 
and  decided  in  Ihe'negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Jndson  Allen.  Banks,  Beatty, 
Beirne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert 
Q.  Brown,  Burke,  Bynum,  Carr,  Casey,  Chapman, 
Clifford.  Coles,  Connor,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Crabb, 
Crary,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Debory, 
Dickerson,   Dellei,  Doan,  Dromsoole,  Dancan, 


Earl,  Eastman,  Pine,  Floyd,  Femmtme,  Chilbniih, 
Oa'es,  Qerry,  Ot^n,  Hammond,  Haaid,  /Ahn 
Hastings,  Hawkins,  Hill  of  North  Carotiaa,  Hop* 
kins,  Jackson,  Jameson,  Joteph  Johnson,  Nathaniel 
Jones,  John  W.  Jon«K,  E>im,  Eille,  Leadbetter, 
Lnca.s  McClellan,  McCulloch,  McKay,  Meredith 
Mallery,  Francis  Hallory,  Medill,  Miller,  Moo* 
tanya,  Montgomery,  Samuel,  W.  Morris,  New- 
hard,  Parrish,  Parmenter^  Parris,  Paynter,  Prentiss, 
Reynolds,  Rives,  Edward  Rogers,  ^miiela,  Shaw, 
Shepard,  John  Smith,  Thos.  Smith,  Staikweather, 
Sieenrod)  Strong,  Swearingen,  Sweney,  Philip  F. 
Thomas,  Jacob  Tnompson,  Tnmey,  Underwood, 
Vanderpoel,  Vroom,  David  D.  Wagener,  Weller, 
Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry  WilUans,  Lswis  Wil- 
liams, and  Wise — 86. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alford,  John  W.  Alias.  An- 
drews, Baker,  Barnard,  Bell,  Boardman,  Brock- 
way,  Sampson  H.  Bn'ler,  William  O.  Batter, 
Calhonn,  John  Campbel',  William  B.  Campbell, 
Carroll,  Chinn,  Chiitendrn,  Clark,  Cranatoa, 
Curbing,  Edward  Davies,  Garnit  Davis,  Dawson- 
Dennis,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore,  G«r, 
land,  (Sentry,  Giddin^s,  Goode,  Oiaham,  Omnger, 
Graves,  Green,  Gnffio,  GMnnell,  Habetsbam, 
Hall.  William  8.  Hastings,  Hswes,  Henry,  Hitt 
'•f  Virginia,  Hoffman,  Holmes,  Holt,  Hani, 
James,  Charles  Jihnslon,  William  Cost  Jtdmsoo, 
Kemble,  Kempshall,  King,  Lane,  Leet,  L*wis, 
Lincoln,  Lowell,  McCany,  Marvin,  Mason,  Mon- 
roe, Moore,  Morgan,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor, 
Nisbet,  Osbotne,  Palen,  Peck,  Pickens,  Pmfii, 
Randall,  Randolpfa,  Rariden,  Rayner,  Reed,  Rhelt, 
Ridgway,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Simonton, 
Albert  Smiih,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Santp 
ler,  Taliaferro,  John  B  Thompson,  Tilliaghasi, 
Toland,  Trumbull,  Peter  J.  Watner,  Warren, 
Edward  D.  Vrhile,  John  White,  Thomas  W.  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Ifl  U- 
liams,  and  Wintkrop — 101. 

So  the  Houte  refused  to  strike  onl  Ihe  appnpiia- 
tion  for  a  Minister  to  Mexico. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  Ihe  foUondng 
amendment  of  Mr.  UnDxawooo! 

After  the  word  dollars  in  the  535tb  line,  page  33, 
insert  tbe  following  proviso: 

Prnidtd,  however,  that  in  addition  !•  retoiaa 
now  reqoiied  to  be  rendered  by  poMmaster*,  it  shall 
be  tbe  dnly  of  the  postmasters  at  New  Todt,  Bos- 
ton, Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  anl  New  Orleans, 
and  tbe  other  several  cities  of  the  Union,  eadi  and 
every  year  bereafier,  to  render  a  quarter  yearly 
account  to  the  Postmaster  Q.ineral,  under  oath,  in 
such  form  as  the  latter  shall  prescribe  for  tbe  pa  - 
pose  of  giving  full  effect  to  this  pr  vifo,  of  all  emo- 
luments or  sums,  by  them  rnpcctively  received  for 
boxes  or  pigeon  holes,  or  other  receptacles  for  let- 
ters or  papers,  and  by  them  charged  for  lo  ioditri- 
duals;  or  for  the  delivery  of  Utters  or  papers  at  or 
from  any  place  in  either  of  ihe  said  cities,  other 
thjih  the  actual  po.<t  office  of  such  city,  and  of  all 
emoluments,  receipts,  and  profits,  that  have  some 
to  their  hands  by  reason  of  keeping  branch  offices 
in  either  of  said  cities;  and  if  from  such  accounting  it 
shall  appear  that  the  neit  amount  received  by 
either  of  tbe  postmasters  at  either  of  snch  cities 
for  such  boxes  and  pigeon  boles,  aad  other  recepta- 
cles for  letters  and  paperj,  and  for  delivering  let- 
ters or  papers  at  or  from  any  place,  in  either  ti( 
said  cities,  oiber  th«n  said  post  ofiice,  ani  by  rea- 
son of  keeping  a  branch  post  office  in  either  of  said 
cities,  shall,  in  the  aggregate,  exceed  tbe  sum  of 
three  thousand  dollars  in  any  one  year,  snch  excess 
shall  be  paid  to  ibe  Postmaster  General  for  tbe  n^e 
and  purposes  of  the  Post  Office  Department;  and 
no  postmaster  shall  hereafter,  nnder  any  pretence 
whatever,  have  or  receive,  or  retain  for  himself, 
in  the  aggregate,  more  than  five  thousand  dollars 
per  year,  including  salaries  or  commissions  now 
allowed  and  limited  by  law. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrr.  Alford,  Jndson  Allen,  John  W. 
Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Binks,  Baker,  Beatij, 
Beirdr,  Blackwell,  Boardman,  Boyd,  Brtwster, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  Q.  Brown,  Burke,  Wil- 
liam 0.  Bntler,  Byanm,  Calhoun,  William  B. 
Campbell,  Carr,  Carroll,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cdf. 
ford,  Coles.  Connor,  Mark  A-  Cooper,  3l^liam' K. 
Cooper,  C»rabb,  Creniton,  Orary,  Casfaitig,  Joba 
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bafio,  Joha  W.  Davis,  Qarreti  Dtvis,  Dawson, 
Deberry,  Deunis,  Dieketsoo,  Dellei,  Doan,  Droat- 
|oole,  Daneaii,  BarU  Elastmao,  Everett,  Fillmore, 
Piae,  Fio;d,  Fonaance,  Oalbraitb,  Qarland,  Gates, 
Oentry,  Gemr,  GoitgiD,  Qoode,  Graham,  Graves, 
Careen,  Grilio,  Haber&bam,  Hall,  Hantmood, 
Hand,  William  S.  Hasiincji,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Heniy.  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hill  of  N.  C.  Hopkins, 
Hunt,  Jacktion,  James,  Jameson,  Charles  Johnston, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemp- 
shall,  Kille,  King,  Lane,  Leadbetter,  Leet,  Leo- 
nard, Lowell,  Lneas,  McClellan,  MeCuUocb, 
McKaj,  F.  Mallory,  Mason,  Miller,  Montfromery, 
Moore,  Moiigan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Calvary 
Morria,  Naylor,  Newhard,  Nisbei,  Parriih,  Par- 
■lenter,  Pards,  Paynier,  Peck,  Pickens,  Premiss, 
Kandolpb,  Rariden,  Rayner,  Reynolds,  Rives, 
E.  Rogerr,  Samnels,  £faaw,  Simonton,  John  Smith, 
Tmmaa  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Stanly,  Stark- 
weather, Steenrod,  Strong,  Smart,  Snmpier, 
Swcaringen,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Philip  F.  Tho- 
■laa,  Jacob  Thompson,  J.  B.  Thompson,  Tarnev, 
Uonderwood.  Vanderpoel,  Yroom,  DaviJ  D. 
Wagenar,  Pft«r  J.  Wagner,  Warren,  Weller, 
Edward  D.  White,  Juhn  White,  Wick,  Jared  W. 
Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Jo- 
•eph  L.  Williams,  Wintbrap,  and  Wise— 153. 

NAYS—Meisrs  Barnard,  John  Campbell, 
Cbinn,  Chittenden,  Eklward  Davies,  Evans,  M. 
Mallory,  Marvin,  Palen,  Sergeant,  Tolaiid,  and 
Chrislopbf  r  H.  Williams— 13. 

IV  amendment  of  Mr.  JicoB  Thompson,  ap- 
propriating |10,000  for  eoniinaing  a  turvcy  of  the 
Golf  of  Mexico,  was  also   agreed   to— yeas  97, 

MTC84. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  a 
lUrd  reading,  and,  being  read  a  third  time  by  its 
litlr,  was  pa»rd. 

The  House  then  adjooraed. 

Mr.  SBtlTH  of  Indiana,  when  bis  name  Was 
called  op  an  amendment  to  the  civil  aad  diplomatic 
•ppropriation  bill,  appropriating  |6,000  for  ftimish- 
iBg  the  President's  Honse,  arose  and  said:  On  yes- 
terday, when  the  amendment  was  proposed  in  Com- 
aiitee  of  the  Whole,  he  was  unavoidably  absent, 
md  he  asked  ibe  Cbaie  for  information  whether 
the  amendment  was  reported  by  a  responsible  com- 
BiiMee  having  that  matter  in  ebaige,  or  whether  it 
was  proposed  on  the  respoDsibility  of  a  single 
memberl  He  said  he  desired  this  information,  for 
upon  it  depended  the  vote  he  felt  bonnd  to  give, 
llie  SpsiKBK  said  it  was  not  in  order  to  give  any 
explanation,  bot  many  voices  cried  oni  that  the 
amendment  was  propased  by  a  single  member.  If 
ab,  Mr.  S.  said  be  did  not  deem  it  required,  and 
should  vote  agaiMt  ii. 


IN  SENATE. 
TntTRSDAV,  February  25,  1841. 

The  bill  from  the  Houie,  milking  appropriatioea 
for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Go- 
vernment for  the  year  1841,  was  mken  up,  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  thir  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  a  memorial  on  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  grant  the  light  of 
pn-emption  to  settlers  upon  the  Dubnqne  claim,  in 
the  Territory  of  Iowa,  which  was  read,  and  order- 
ed lo  a  second  reading;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  W. 
and  t^  nnanimoiu  consent,  it  was  considered  as  in 
«emmit)ee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  a  memorial  of  citi- 
sens  of  Maine,  praying  that  measures  may  be 
taken  for  a  Congress  of  Nations;  which  was  laid 
on  Ibe  table. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  the  corporate  ex- 
iMenee  of  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isabella  Hill,  widow, 

■adJehn  Hill,  El  zabeth  Hill,  and  Samuel  Hill, 

.  dtildren  aad  minor  heirs  at  law  of  Samuel  Hill, 


Tke  ¥1'  for  ^  relief  of  Sarah  M.  Charlton,  a 
CS|iaii>|ea  Indian,  and  others; 
The  1^  for  the  relief  of  Gnrrjr  Hio«ni; 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacques  Bon  and  Alex- 
ander Coleman; 

The  bill  tut  the  relief  of  John  McClanahan; 
and 

The  bill  graming  a  pension  te  Margaret  Jami- 
son; were  severally  read  a  Ihird  time,  and  patsed. 
ORDERS  OP  THE  DAY. 

The  following  bills  were  taken  up  as  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Neal,  widow  of 
Samuel  Neal,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hnldah  Tucker. 

The  bill  granting  pension  to  William  Band. 

The  bill  for  the  relielf  of  Converse  and  Rees. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Norria  and 
Frederick  Saograin  of  Arkansas. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Carpenter. 

The  bill  lo  cause  menamenis  to  be  erected  in 
honor  of  Brigadier  General  Francis  Nath  and 
Brigadier  General  William  Davidson,  being  taken 
up, 

Mr.  GRAHAM  advocated  its  passage  at  some 
lentth. 

Mr.  KINO  regretted  tha*,  from  a  sense  of  Aity, 
he  was  eompell^  to  oppose  this  bill.  Resolutions 
to  erect  monuments  to  tlie  memory  of  the  brave  of- 
ficers who  fell  in  our  Revolntioaary  contest, 
were  numerous  in  the  journals  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  Confederation.  They  were  deem- 
ed appropriate  tributes  of  respect  for  the  dis- 
tiogaished  services  of  the  deceased;  bnt  up  to  this 
day  not  a  single  monument  has  been  erected — not 
even  to  Washington.  No  one  felt  more  deeply  the 
obligations  we  were  under  to  the  illustrious  men  of 
oar  Revolution.  To  them  we  owe  every  thing;  to 
their  exertions  are  we  indebted  even  for  the  right  to 
our  teats  in  this  hall.  Bat  he  hoped,  when  we  en- 
tered into  this  subject,  it  would  not  be  in  isolated 
cases,  but  lo  consider  it  generally — to  take  up  the 
nsmeroDs  resolutions  ihat  have  bern  passed  in 
cases  similar  to  those  of  (Henerals  Nash  and  Da- 
vidson, who  he  knew  were  brave  and  worthy 
officers,  but  not  more  bravs  and  worthy  than 
many  others  who  fought  and  fell  in  the  Revoluiioo. 
As  there  was  not  time  at  this  advanced  period  of 
the  session  to  do  justice  to  this  subject,  he  would 
mdve  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

After  aiew  remarks  from  Mr.  GRAHAM,  the 
bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HCBBARD,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  M-  Hernandtz  was  taken  up,  read 
a  Ihird  time,  and  passed. 

"tbt  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force,  for  a 
limited  time,  an  act  approved  on  the  third  day  of 
Mardi,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
adjust  the  claims  to  re.<erv}ttions  of  land,  under  the 
fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  eighteen  hnn- 
ddre  and  thirty,  with  the  Cboetaw  Indians;" 
and,  also,  an  act  approved  on  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  February,  eigb'een  hundred 
and  thirty-eight,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  'an  act  for  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  to  adjust  the  claims  to  reserra- 
tioBs  of  land,  under  the  fomteenth  article  of 
treaty  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  with  the 
Choctaw  Indians,"  was  taken  up  and  debated  at 
much  length  by  Messrs.  SEVIER,  HENDERSON, 
LINNj  and  WALKER;  and  after  beia<  amended, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  readini;. 

The  Senate  went  into  Executive  ses-«ion. 

And  then  adjourned. 

H008E  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Thorsdit,  February  25, 184L 

Mr.  CHAPiMAN  of  Alabama  asked  that,  by 
general  consent,  the  House  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  Ibe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
to  consider  Senate  bill  No.  13,  "to  eitablish  a  land 
office  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  for  the  lands  ac- 
quired by  the  late  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  " 

Mr.  C.  said,  that  as  he  should  be  obliged  to  move 
a  sufpension  of  the  rules  to  take  up  this  bill,  if  any 
objeettOB  should  be  made,  he  would  ask  the  Indal- 
genee  of  the  House  to  state  that  this  territory,  for 
the  sale  of  which  this  bill  was  intended  to  provide, 


had  been  acquired  more  than  five  years  age.  The 
Legislature  of  Alabama  bad,  at  every  session  since, 
memorialized  Congress  to  establish  a  land  diBtrici 
for  the  sale  of  the  lands,  and  a  bill  had  passed  the 
Senate,  and  one  had  been  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  in  this  House,  at  each  ses- 
sion of  Congress  since;  but  (said  Mr.  C  )  owing  to 
the  state  of  the  public  business,  he  had  failed  in 
every  effort  to  have  the  subject  actrd  on,  and  the 
bill  had  regularly  failed  for  want  of  time  only.  He 
hfd  made  frequent  motions  to  take  up  this  mea- 
sure, so  important  to  bis  constituents,  and,  indeed, 
to  the  country,  and  had  watched,  week  after  week, 
te  get  the  floor  at  this  session,  and  this  was  Uie  first 
time  he  had  succeeded. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  the  settlers  on  the  public  lands 
in  the  Cherokee  country  were  anxious  to  have  an 
oppanuoity  to  enter  their  lands,  which  they  eould 
not  do,  unless  a  new  land  office  was  establidied,  or 
the  territory  annexed  to  other  districts.  He  be- 
lieved there  were  some  two  millions  of  acres  of  pub- 
lie  land  in  the  territory,  one  half  of  which,  he  pre- 
sumed, would  sell,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  it 
at  sn  early  day;  so  that  be  could  inform  gentian^ 
who  were  apprehensive  that  the  accruing  revenues 
of  the  country  wtfuld  fall  short  of  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  rear,  that  he  believed  the  passage  of 
Ibis  bill  would  bring  into  the  Treasury  nearly  a 
million  of  dollars.  Mr.  C.  said  that  as  he  troubled 
the  House  bnt  seldom,  be  hoped  no  objection 
woald  be  made  to  his  motion. 

But  objection  being  made, 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
mies;  whereupon, 

Mr.  GRAVES  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr  CRABB  said  be  heped  he  should  be  permit- 
ted (although  no  debate  wts  allowable}  to  make  a 
suftgesiion  to  his  colleagne  [Mr.  CnAPMiM]  who 
had  made  the  motion  to  suspend  the  lules.  It  was 
this:  that  he  would  amend  bis  motion  so  ai  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  another  bill  on 
the  tame  sobj  et  of  the  Cherokee  lands,  at  the  same 
time  with  the  bill  to  create  a  new  land  district  It 
was  a  bi'l  which  had  passed  the  Senate  sinre  the 
one  on  which  the  genileman  proposed  to  act,  and 
provided  for  an  attachment  of  tbe  Cherokee  territo- 
ry to  two  existing  land  districts,  instead  of  creating 
a  new  land  district.  It  had  ptined  the  Seaaie,  kt 
accordance  with  instmctioDs  from  tbe  Legislature 
of  Alabama,  and  be  desired  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  bate  before  it,  at  ibe  same  time,  both 
bills,  so  as  to  determine  between  them. 

To    this  suggestion,  Mr.    Crapman    acceded. ' 
Mr.  C.  foriher  modified  his  motirn,  at  ihe  request 
of  Mr.  Crimv,  so  as  to  take  up,  at  the  same  time, 
the  bill  to  establish  a  new  land  district  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  said  that,  as  he  could  assure 
tbe  House  be  would  consume  as  little  time  as  pos- 
sible, not  intending  to  enter  into  any  debate,  be 
would,  in  order  tbathis  motion  might  prevail,  ask 
for  a  suspension  of  tbe  rules  for  one  hour  only. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  resulted— 
yes  64,  nays  89. 

So  the  rules  were  not  susponded. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  »f  Virginia,  the 
House  resolved  it*elf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Un-on,  (Mr.  KcKat 
in  tbe  chair,)  and  took  np  the  bill  making  appro- 
pria  ions  fcr  the 

NAVAL  SERVICE  FOR  THE  YEAR  1841. 

The  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  moved  to  amend  the  fol- 
lowing section,  viz:  "for  increase,  repairs,  arma- 
ment, and  equipment  of  ihe  navy,  and  wear  and 
tear  of  vessels  in  commission,  $1,435,000,"  by 
strikinK  out  that  amount,  and  inserting  in  lien 
thereof  |3,000,OCO. 

A  discussion  on  the  amendment  arose,  in  whieh 
Messrs.  SALTONSTALL,  JONES  of  Virginia, 
EVANS,  TILLINGHAST,  REED,  and  PROP- 
PIT,  participated. 

When,  the  hour  of  two  and  a  half  o'clock  having 
arrived,         -■'- — '  '- 

The  Honse  took  its  usual  recess,     O 


iiOS 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


{Kvtvtna  Session.] 
After  the  recess, 
*»  Tbe  consideration  of  the 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL 
was  resamed,  in  Commiite*  of  the  'Whole,  the 
qaestioa  pending  being,  on  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  8jiLT0N9TAt.L,  to  amend  the  following 
section,  viz:  "for  increase,  repairs,  armament,  and 
eqaipment  of  the  nary,  and  wear  and  tear  of  ves- 
sels in  commission,  f  1  425,000,"  by  striking  oot 
that  amonni,  and  inseniog  m  lien  thereof  j(2,000,000. 
Mr.  DAVIS  of  Indiana  being  entitled  to  the 
floor,  addressed  the  commiiiee,  at  some  length, 
•gainst  the  amendment.  His  remarlts  will  be  given 
hereafter. 

The  debate  was  farther  coniinaed  by  Mersrs. 
BIASON,  COOPBR  of  Georgia,  and  WISE,  when 
Mr.  MALLORY  moved  farther  to  amend,  as 
follsws: 

"#500,000  of  which  sam  shall  be  expended  in 
building  and  equipping  war  steamers  of  medium 
size." 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  HOFFMAN, 
WISE,  CUSHING,  VANDERPOEL,  and  AL- 
BERT SMITH, 
Oa  motion  of  the  latter,  the  commitee  rose. 
And,  at  a  few  minuses  before  eight  o'clock, 
The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Friday,  February  36, 1841. 
DEATH  OF  THE  HON.  P.  P.  BARBOUR. 
Mr.  ROANE  submitted   the   following   letter, 
which  was  read: 

Washington,  Feb.  36,  1841. 
Sir:  As  one  of  the  Senators  of  the  State  ol  Vir- 
ginia, of  which  our  lameoled  brother,  Jud^  Baa- 
BoOR,  was  so  distinguished  a  citizen,  I  encloie  yoo 
a  copy  of  the  funeral  ceremonies  which  have  been 
determined  upon. 

I  am,  sir,  wiih  (O'eat  lespeet, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  TANEY. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Roanb, 

Senate  Chamber. 

Ordtr  ff  tktJwMnU  eerenumin  aUendmg  the  rtmtvl 

i^Ourtmrin$  of  the  Hon.  P.  P.  Babbodr,  (a(c 

^ateiitt  Jtutict   i(f  tke  Sttprtmt  Court  of   the 

Unitti  SUIe$. 

Tim  Judges  of  the  Supremt  Court,  with  its  of- 
ficers, and  ihe  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  the  District, 
with  the  members  of  the  bar,  will  assemble  at  2 
o'clock  to  day  at  Mrs.  TuaNER's,'  (Pennsylvania 
avenue,)  and  thence  atten<l  the  remains  of  the  de- 
ceased to  the  room  of  the  Suprene  Court,  where 
the  usual  services  will  be  performed  by  the  Chap- 
lains of  Congress;  and  where 

Ihb  Prehidbht, 
The  Heads  of  the  Departments, 

The  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress, 
The  Members  of  the  foreign  Lections, 
And  citizens  and  strangers,  are  rt  quested  to  attend; 
aAer  which,  the  processioa  will  muv%  in  the  above 
order  to  the  steamboat  whaif,  where  the  remains  of 
the  deceased  will  be  embark^ed  with  proper  attend- 
ants, in  order  to  be  conve/eit  to  his  country  seat  in 
Orange  connty,  Virginia,  fur  interment. 

The  documents  having  been  read, 

Mr.  ROANB  addressed  the  Senate  in  the  fol- 
lowing wordi: 

Mr.  Prbsiobht:  I  ask  a  moment  of  the  precious 
lime  of  the  Senate:  I  will  not  abuse  it— for  already 
bad  the  moarnful  inielligeoce,  now  officially  an- 
nouDC  d  to  us,  reached  every  member  of  this  body; 
and  already  had  the  heart  of  every  individual  in 
this  commaniiy  be;n  touch  -d  by  that  pare  and  ex- 
alted feeling  which  is  ever  awakened,  when  Ihe  pa- 
triot hears  that  his  country  has  suddenly  l0!>t,  and 
that  forever,  one  of  its  benefactors. 

'Mr.  President,  had  I  the  talent  and  the  mat^tial, 
which  I  have  not,  to  offer  a  ju^  tribnie  to  the 
memory  of  the  distinguished  Judge,  whi-se  fu- 
neral we  are  now  invited  to  attend,  I  sbouM  deem 
it  inappropriate  to  do  soon  iha  present  occasion. 
Thatta.«k  laball  leave  in  other  and  abler  band*. 


But  knowing,  as  I  do,  the  exemplary  virtues  of  the 
deceased,  in  all  the  social  and  domestic  relations  of 
life;  knowing,  a-i  I  do,  the  exalted  eitima'ioB  in 
which  his  virtues,  talents,  and  patriotism  Vere  held 
in  his  native  Stale,  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part 
to  represent;  and  knowing,  as  does  every  member 
of  this  body,  his  long,  faithful,  and  valuable  public 
services  within  the  walls  of  this  building,  I  feel  my- 
self authorized  to  ask  the  Senate  to  adopt  the  reso- 
lution I  now  offer: 

Retohtd  xmrniimimtlif,  That  in  testimony  of  their 
rispect  for  the  memory  of  the  honorable  Pnitip  P. 
Barbour,  late  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Cburt  of  the  United  Slates,  the  Senate  will  adjourn 
this  day  at  two  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  attending 
ihe  fa  neral  of  the  deceased. 

The  resolntion  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KKIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  Amey 
Babbitt;  which  was  leferred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pension::. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  gave  notice  that  to-mor- 
row he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  remo* 
dify  the  judicial  circuits  of  the  United  States- 
Mr.  WHITE,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  iotrodnce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Wm.  R.  Davi-;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  shich  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Illinois  npon  the  subject  had  been  referred,  report- 
ed a  bill  conceminx  an  act  granting  lands  lo  cer- 
tain ex  les  from  Poland;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  (be  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Charles  F.  Sibbald  was  considered  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  creating  a  new  land  district  in  the 
State  of  Musouri,  and  for  changing  the  boundaries 
of  the  southwestern  and  western  laud  districts  in 
said  State;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Carpenter,  were 
considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  (he  Eagle  Railroad  and 
Lumber  Company  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  BENTON  thoogbt,  at  this  advanced  period 
of  the  session,  we  had  net  time  to  invcs'igaie  tbe 
affairs  of  railroad  companies.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  all  bills  in  relation  to  them  would  be 
passed  over. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabam.i  assented,  on  the  under- 
standing that  tbe  rule  should  apply  generally. 

The  bill  for  the  continuation  ol  the  Cumberland 
toad  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  I1liaoi!',was 
then  taken  up. 

Mr.  KINO  hoped  the  bill  would  be  also  passed, 
over. 

Mr.  YOUNG  said  he  had  no  vxpectation  of  being 
able  to  pass  this  bill  the  present  session;  but  he 
gave  notice  that  it  was  by  no  means  the  intention 
of  the  friends  of  this  work  to  abandon  it.  He  al- 
luded to  the  sales  of  the  implements  engaged  in  (he 
improvements  on  the  lakes  and  Western  waters,  as 
evidence  of  an  intention  to  refuse  appropriations  to 
the  West  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
ment, while  large  sums  were  appropriated  to  works 
on  the  seatoard.  If  they  had  the  constituiional 
right  under  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  with 
foreign  nations,  to  vote  money  for  the  improve- 
ment of  harbors  on  the  seaeoasi;  under  the  power 
to  regulate  commerce  between  the  States,  they  had 
ihe  right  to  make  appropriations  for. the  improve- 
ment of  the  channels  of  the  commerce  of  the 
Wec>t.  He  called  on  the  repteientalives  of  the 
West  to  rally  in  defence  of  their  isteresls,  and  to 
(ee  that  appropriations  for  improvements  in  the 
North  and  tnc  South,  the  East  and  the  West,  went 
hand  in  hand. 

Mr.  KINO  said  the  Senator  from  Illino's  had 
taken  occasion  to  speak  of  improvements  and  har- 
bt  rs,  and  bad  made  the  extraordinary  assertion 
that  the  W(si  was  neglected  and  abandoned.  Why, 
four-fifihs  of  tbe  expenditures  for  harbors  and  ioi- 
provementa  bad  been  made  for  the  West. 

Mr.  YOUNa.    NotofUte. 


BIr.  KINO.  Why,  of  lat«,  none  had  been 
made,  and  for  the  reason  that  they  had  not  the  mo- 
ney to  make  any.  But  the  Senator  called  upon  tbe 
West  to  tally  in  defence  of  itself:  why,  the  West 
had  been  their  favorite  child.  He  (Mr.  Kmo)  was 
a  Soathwestera  man,  and  he  had  hiiherto  shown 
that  he  was  in  favor  of  giving  every  facility  to  tbe 
West  that  could  properly  be  given  to  her.  Look  at 
her  harbors,  and  they  would  find  some  of  them  made 
where  nature  never  intended  they  should  be;  in 
this  they  bad  gone  beyond  ihe  bounds  of  prudence, 
and  it  was  from  an  anxie:y  to  foster  the  West. 
They  had  aided  in  speculations  of  companies,  and 
then  to  give  value  to  their  lands  they  ba4  givea 
them  harbors.  Wiih  regard  to  these  roads,  be 
hoped  the  Senator  from  Illinois  would  bring  the 
i^object  forward,  and  if  those  who  are  coming  into 
power  are  willing  to  take  up  these  internal  improve- 
ment;, let  them  do  so;  he  (Mr.  King}  had  felt  it  lo 
be  his  duty  to  oppose  every  appropriation  of  the 
k'nd  on  constitutional  ground^  and  he  shonid  con- 
tinue to  do  so.  And  he  protested  against  any  at- 
tempt  to  produce  sectional  prejudices.  He  asked 
the  honorable  Senator  where  were  the  expenditures 
for  the  South  and  the  Southwest?  Where  were  the 
expenditures  for  the  Eastt  Had  New  Hampshire 
got  them? 

Mr.  HUBBARD.    Not  a  dollar. 

Mr.  KINO  would  not  further  detain  the  Senate. 

Mr.  YOUNO  said,  in  reference  to  the  condition 
of  the  Treasury,  that  with  the  resources  of  Ibis 
great  csuntry,  it  weighed  with  him  as  nothing. 
Former  appropriations  were  made  when  th«y  were 
ten  times  more  in  debt  than  they  are  at  present; 
and  yet  they  had  found  means  to  pay  the  national 
debt.  The  public  debt  ought  not  to  operate  as  an 
objection,  nor  ought  the  works  already  commenced 
on  that  account  to  be  allowed  to  fall  into  dilapidation. 
But  he  bad  risen  to  say  that  be  had  no  sectional 
prejudice:  he  was  willing  to  promote  the  interests 
of  the  West  and  the  Son  th,  the  East  and  the  North; 
but  he  wi!>bed  them  to  go  hand  in  hand.  Let 
them  all  go  together.  However,  under  existing 
circumstances,  he  was  wiHing  that  the  bill  should 
be  passed  over. 

The  bill  wasaceordinzly  passed  over. 
BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and 
passed: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Neal,  widow  of 
Samael  Neal,  deceased; 

The  bill  for  the  relef  of  Huldah  Tucker; 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  William  Rand; 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Converse  and  Rtes; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samael  Norris,  and 
Frederick  Saugrain  of  Arkansas;  and 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  F.  Sibbald.  ' 
GENERAL  BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senaie  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  special  oider-^the  bill  to  establish  a  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy — the  question  being  on  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  HosBAitD,  to  include 
incorporated  compaoies  within  its  provisons. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  spoke  at  length  in  op- 
position to  tbe  amendment,  and  in  reply  to  Ihe  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Benton. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  to  carry  into  effect 
the  resolution  to  attend  the  funeral  of  tbe  Hon. 
Pniup  P.  Barbodr. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Pridav,  Febroary  26,  1841. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ANDREWS,  the  rales  were 
suspended,  to  enable  him  to  submit  tbe  following 
resolution: 

Hatlvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Accounts  be 
inslrucied  toallow  ihe  pay  of  all  Fuch  members  of 
this  House  as  may  have  been  unavoidably  de- 
tained on  their  way  to  the  seat  of  Govemmeni  at 
the  jcommeDcemeni  of  this  session,  by  tbe  storm 
which  occurred  about  that  time;  they  having  left 
their  respective  places  of  abode  in  sufficient  time  lo 
have  reached  the  Capitol  in  time  to  have  taken 
the'r  seats  on  the  first  day  of  the  s«sion. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said,  that  there  was  a  rule 
of  the  House  which  prevented  those  whom  this  re- 
solntion was  designed  to  benefit  from  voting  fw 
tbe  resolution.  He  referred  to  the  9Sdi  nie, 
which  provided,  thai  "no  member  Stall  role  on  ukj 
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qnestion  in  the  event  of  wiiicb  be  is  immediately 
interested,"  etc. 

The  SPSAKBR  ststed  thttt,  in  his  opinion,  the 
rale  did  not  apply  to  the  case  now  before  the 
Hop^ 

The  question  being  on  Uie  pa^nge  of  the  lewln- 
lion, 

Mt.  DROMOOOLB  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayi"; 
which  wfeie  ordered. 
-  The  CusK  wai  proceeding  in  the  call,  when    , 

Mr.  CRABB  atked  to  be  ezcosed  from  vating. . 

The  SPEAKER  said,  thatthe  genilemaa  shoald 
haTB  asked  leave  before  the  call  was  commenced. 

Mr.  CRABB  replied  that  he  did  arise  for  t)^t 
pwpose. 

Mr.  BRIQGS  asktd  Mr.  Cniu  bis  reasctts  for 
making  that  request. 

Mr.  CRABB  remarked  that  he  was  one  of  those 
who  left  their  homes  in  time  to  arrive  here  before 
the  eommencement  of  the  session,  bat  he  bad  .been 
detained  on  the  way  by  the  storm.  He  believed 
that  the  rale  of  the  House,  referred  to  by  the  gen- 
deman  irom  Virginia,  exelnded  him  from  voting, 
although  the  Speiiu  had  decided  otherwise. 

Tlie  qtiestion  was  then  taken  on  excusing  Mr. 
Crabb  firom  voting,  and  decided  in  the  negative 
— ayes  51,  noes  94. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  resolaiion, 
sad  pacaed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  100,  nays  48. 
DEATH  OP  JCDQE  BARBODTR. 

Mr.  BANKS  laid  the  following  letter  before  the 
House: 

Wasbinotoii,  Feb.  36, 1841. 

StK  As  the  Representative  of  the  district  in  which 
ov  lanieated  brottier,  Judge  Biftsaoa,  resided,  I 
ejaelose  yona  copy  of  the  foneral  ceremonies  which 
have  bMB  determined  upon. 

I  am,  sir,  with  itreat  respect, 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 

B.B.TANEV. 
Hen.  LiMR  Bamks, 

■  House  of  Representatives. 

Onbr  e/llk*  fltfund  ccremaiiio  Mendbtg  He  rimovl 
qf  tkt  rtnuint  nf  lk»  Hon.  P.  P.  Buibour,  latt 
JUtttiMt  Jiutiet  ^  Ue  Bvptttni  C»urt  af  Me  UiA- 
Uiatala: 

.  The  Judges  of  the  Sapreme  Court,  with  its  «ffi< 
oen, and  the  ladgespf  the  Conris  of  the  District, 
with  the  members  ofihe  bar,  will  assemble  at  two 
o'clock  to-day,  at  Mrs.  Tumei's  (Pennsylvania, 
nrenoe,)  and  thence  attend  the  remains  cf  the  de- 
ceased, to  the  room  of  the  Supreme  Court,  where 
the  oraal  services  will  be  performed  by  the  Chap- 
lains of  Congress;  and  where  the  President,  the 
Heads  of  the  DeparimeDts,  the  SeAaiors  and  Re- 
presentatives  in  Congress,  the  members  of  the  Fa- 
reign  LegationSr  and  citizens  and  strangers,  are  re- 
quoted  to  attend.  After  which  the  procession  will 
move,  ia  the  above  order,  to  the  steamboat  wharf, 
where  th«  remains  of  the  deceased  will  be  embark- 
ed, with  proper  attendants,  in  order  to  be  conveyed 
10  his  country  seat,  in  Orange  county,  Virginia,  for 
interment. 

Mf.  BANKS  aroae  cndsaid: 

Mr.  Spuxu:  1  do  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
iBierrapting  die  business  of  the  House,  but  to  an- 
Bpunee  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Philip  P.  Basbodb, 
hue  a  Judge  of  the  Sapreme  Court  of  the  Unite4 
States.  In  the  perfbrmance  of  this  painfnl  duty, 
(said  Mr.  B.)  no  language  which  I  possess  is  ad^ 
quale  to  portray  the  virtue^  talents,  and  the  dis- 
tiagniabed  puWs  aerviflee  of  the  individnal  whoee 
hwB  we  are  new  called  upon  to  deplore.  In  all  his 
zclations,  whether  in  public  or  in  private,  he  stood 
pre-ezninent  for  bis  high  honor,  and  his  ineorrapti- 
Me  iiitegriqr<  Whether  in  the  halts  of  legislaUon, 
•r  «Bf^pd  IB  expounding  the  laws  of  his  ownOMe, 


or  of  the  Union,  he  was  always  prompt,  impartial, 
and  able.  In  181S,  when  war  was  declared  against 
'(Qreai  Britain — the  second  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence— when  the  politieal  hofiaon  was  darken- 
ed o*er  %ith  portentous  eloods — Judge  Barbodr 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  Virgi- 
nia from  his  native  county  of  Orange.  He  served 
bis  constituents  at  this  important  crisis  of  our  histo- 
ry with  distinguished  ability  ia  sustaining  the  inte- 
rest, the  honor,  and  the  gtory  of  his  country.  In 
the  month  of  May,  1814,  he  was  elect^  a  member 
of  the  Heuse  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
Siatet,  and' served  from  that  time,  without  inter- 
mission, and  with  the  entire  approbation  of  his  con- 
stituents, until  1835.  During  that  eventful  peiiod, 
be  was  tiie  Speaker  of  this  House  fnmi  December, 
1621;  to  Marcb,  18S3.  In  18S5he  was  elected  by  the 
Legislf  tare  of  Virginia,  a  {p^e  of  the  General 
Court  of  that  Siatr,  the  duties  of  which  station  he 
discharged  with  great  ability  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  parties  interssted. 

In  1827,  Judge  Baibodr  was  called  upon  by 
some  of  his  old  friends  in  thk  (Congressional  Dis- 
trict in  which  he  resided;  tt^beeome  a  candidate  for 
Congress.  He  promptly  obeyed  the  call,  aiid  forth- 
with resigiied  his  judicial  station,  and  was  again 
elected  to  Congress  wttbdut  oppoeitioB.  He  served 
until  the  end  of  the  first  session  of  the  91st  Con- 
gress, In  1830,  when  be  Was  appointed  a  judge  of 
the  federal  court  lor  the  Bsstem  district  of  Yir- 
ginia.  Ha  continued  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
that  office  until  1836;  at  which  time  he  received 
the  appcHntnient  of  Associate  Justice,  of  the  Sti- 
prtme  Court  of  the  United  Staiets. 

Judge  Basbovr  was  a  meiubersftbe  Conventloit 
which  assembled  in  Virginia  hi  1839,  to  amend 
the  Constitudon  of  that  State,  and  was  president  of 
the  Convention,  which  eontateed  some  of  die  moat 
dittingnisbed  men  of  Virginia,  among  whem  were 
Judge  Marsbaix,  Jambs  Maoisor,  .  Jimbs  Mom- 
rob,  Wm.  B.  Giles,  Littleton  W.  Tazbwku,, 
and  others  of  di^iognished  abilities. 
*  I  have  attempted,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  give  a  brief 
epitome  of  the  public  stations  voluBtarily  bestowed 
upon  Phiup  p.  Babboob  by  his  countrymen.  I 
say  voluntarily,  because  he  was  one  of  those  Ugh- 
ininded  and  honorable  men  who  never  soBght  office. 
His  high  and  commanding  talents  and  virtues  mad* 
him  one  of  Virginia's  most  distingui-bcd  sons.  In 
the  discharge  of  all  the  high  duties  devolved  upon 
him,  his  course  was  marked  with  great  ability; 
and,  aM)ve  all,  his  motives  of  action  were  never 
suspected.  He  was  connected  with  a  mume- 
roiis  train  of  friends  and  relatives,  and  be- 
loved by  all.  If  he  had  an  enemy  on  earth,  be  did 
not  know  it.  No  man  stood  higher  than  Judge 
Babboor  for  his  purity  of  character,  and  his  high 
and  fennoUing  virtues.  Mo  language  can  describe 
them.  He  was  a  kind,  tender,  and  aiSectionate  hus- 
band, fttber,  and  friend,  and  a  humane  master. 

I  can  only  say,  in  oenclasion,  that  his  sudden 
death  admonitJics  us  all  of  the  sacred  volume, 
which  declares  that  "in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in 
death." 

I  move  yon,  Mr.  Stbakxr,  that  the  House  adopt 
the  Mtowing  lesohitiom 


KMsietd,  That  the  House  have  leaned  with  dam 
sensibility  the  decease  of  the  Hon.  Fbiup  -  P. 
Barbour,  for  many  years  a  aiember,  and  late 
Spraker  of  the  House  of  Reprssenictives  of  die 
United  Slates,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  an  as- 
sociate Jasiioe  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  ihe  United 
States,  which  melancholy  evmt  took  place  sud- 
denly in  the  city  of  Washington  on  die  34th  of 
February,  instant;  and  that,  as  a  mark  of  die  re- 
spect entertained  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased, 
this  House  wilt  «djoum  at  two  o'clock  this  day,  for 
the  purpose  of  attending  the  funeral  of  the  de- 
cease, and  will  at  four  o'clock  of  the  same  dayie- 
assemble  in  die  ball  of  the  House  for  the  deqweh 
of  die  rablic  business. 

Mr.  WISE,  after  cordially  unidng  in  die  senti- 
ments jtist  uttered,  expressed  his  regret  that  Mr. 
Banks  had  net  consulted  with  his  colleagues  before 
he  offered  bis  resolndoo.  Widi  all  due  respect, 
Mt.  WiBB  said  be  could  not  vote  for  it,  for  the 
reason  diat  a  mightier  man  ihni  Judge  Babbouk 
bad  fhllen,  and  whose  deitth.was  not  even  aa- 
nounoei  to  the  House.  He  m«Knt  die  illusiriouB 
father  of  the  judiuiary,  Job»  Mabsbau.'.  He 
would  ask  his  colleague  to  wididraw  die  resoln- 
tion,  and  not  compel  him  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  BANKS  said  it  so  happened  diat,  at  die 
time  Judge  MAR.<HAtb  died.  Congress  was  not  in 
session,  nor  was  die  Supreme  Court  in  session;  be-, 
sides,  the  event  took  place  in  another  city.  The 
Sapreme  Court  was  new  in  session,  and  the  Se- 
nate had  cdopted  a  similar  iwolndon  unani- 
mously. Mr.  B.  paid  a  high  compliment  to  the 
talents  and  virtues  of  Chief  Justice  Marsuall,  and 
said  there  was  no  man  to  whose  memory  he  would 
moncheerfolly  pay  a  tribute  of  jespect.  Mr.  B. 
remarked  diat  when  die  death  of  the  Hon.  Wm. 
Wirt  was  announced  to  this  body,'aldiough  he 
was  at  dut  time  a  private  citicen,  dw  House,  on 
motion  of  die  venerable  gentleman  fh>m  Maasa- 
ehnsetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  adjourned.  Mr.  B.  stated 
that  he  bad  consulted  with  several  of  his  colleague*, 
but  having  just  received  (be  communication  from 
die  Chief  Justice,  it  had  uM  been  in  bis  power  t* 
oonsttit  widi  Mr.  Wisb.  He  hoped  dus  explana- 
tion would  be  satisfaciory. 

Tae  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

DEFECTIVE  LAND  PATENTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.UN(X>LN,  by  general  eon- 
sent  die  House  took  up  the  following  hU,  intro- 
duced tqr  him  on  die  17di  instant,  viz: 

A  BILL  to  confirm  land  patents. 

Bt  it  MMcM  h  Iht  Senate  »nd  Hunt  tf  Btpre- 
tnbliaet  ^  t/u  XMled  SUtti  efJmeriea  in  Ccngnw 
aiumHed,  That  all  patents  for  pablic  lands,  which 
have  been  issued  from  die  General  Land  Office 
since  the  passing  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  establithment  of  a  General  Land  Office  in  the 
department  of  die  Treasuiy,"  passed  on  dieSSdi 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundrej  and  twelve, 
ia  die  name  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
instead  of  being  "in  the  name  of  the  United  States;" 
as  prescribed  in  the  eighth  sectioii  of  said  act;  and 
all  patents  for  public  lands,  which  have  been  issued 
from  die  said  General  Land  Office  sinee  die  paaang 
of  the  act  entitled  "An  a^  to  reorganize  the  Gene- 
ral Land  Office,"  passed  die  foutdiday  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  diirty-siz,  and  which 
have  been  countersigned  by  the  Reenrder  of  die 
General  Land  Office,  or  odierperson  acting  in  his 
stead,  instead  of  being  countersigned  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Gent  rat  Land  Office,  as  prescribed 
in  die  act  of  the  twenty-flfdi  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve;  and  all  patents 
which  have  been  issued  fromsaid  General  Land  Of- 
fice since  die  passing  of  the  act  entided  "An  act  pre- 
scribing die  mode  by  which  patents  for  public  lands 
shall  b*  signed  and  executed,"  passed  die  second  day 
•f  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  diirty- 
diree,and  which  hs  ve  been  subscribed  by  a  secretary 
duly  appointed,  porsuant  to  the  provisions  of  said 
act,  with  die  printed  or  written  name  of  die  Presi- 
dent (ftiized  10  Uw  penoml  sigMtwt  of  Ni«h  •»< 
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cuiaij,  in  the  eztentioB  of  sncb  patents,  notviih* 
sludlftg  the  name  oC  the  President  may  not  have 
been  wntten  personally  by  the  secretary,  shall  be 
deemed,  taken,  and  held  good  and  valid  patents  in 
Uw,  and'sbkll  have  all  the  force  and  effeot  to  pats 
from-ite  Ufiitsd  SUUm  to  the  patentee  or  patentees 
n^BMd  in  each  patents,  respectively,  their  heirs,  ex- 
eentois,  administratocs,  and  assigns,  the  lands  de- 
seribed  therein,  as  ihoQ$b>  in  each  and  all  the  K- 
vpeots  before  enameraled,  the  patents,  in  their  form 
and  manner  of  execotion,  bad  conformed  to  the  re- 
qoiMmenia  of  la«r. 

BmcS.  Andbtitfiirlker  euaOtd,  That  from. and 
-after  (be  passiag  of  thit  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Recorder  of  the  Gteneial  Land  Office,  in  addi- 
tiott  lo  the  duties  naw  reqaired  of  him  by  law,  to 
eoHBtenign  ail  patents  issued  from  said  office,  iar 
stead  of  the  same  being  countersigned  by  the  Com- 
missioner, as  reqaired  by  the  eighth  section  of  ihe 
act  entitled  "An  -a«t  fur  the  establishment  of  a 
General  LAnd  Office  in  the .  Depariment  of  the 
TieasQiy,"  passed  Ihe  tweaty>fififa  day  of  April, 
one  thoasand  eight-bnndred  and  tvelre. 

The  bill  was  then  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
and  was  read  a  third  time  a^  passed. 

On  motion  «f  Mr.  JOITBS  of  Virginia,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commitiee  of  the 
.Whole  on  the  .state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  lyieKAT  in 
the  ebaifi)  nnd  resnmed  the  considetation  of  the 
bill  maluagjippropriations  for  the 
HAVAL  SBRVICE  FOR  THE  VBAR  18<1< 

The  qaeslion  prnding  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
SiLTOMTALii,  to  strike  out  |1,425,000  "for  increase, 
repair,  anaaraent,  and  equipment  of  the  navy,  and 
wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  commission,"  and  in- 
•ert  ^.OQO.OOO;  and  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
m«nt,  submitiAl  by  Mr.  Mali^ort,  as  follows: 
"1500,000  of  which  sum  shall  be  expended  in 
bnitdittg  and  rqnipping  war  steamers  of  medlam 

8M." 

Mr.  MARVIN,  being  entitled  to  the  Bopr,  spoke 
at  some  length  in  favor  of  the  amendments  pend- 
ing. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  followed,  and  replied  to 
the  objections  which  had  been  nrged  again.st  his 
amendment  He  said  if  Ihe  gentleman  [Mr.  Kiii.- 
ix>nT]  who  had  moved  the  additional  amendment 
on  last  evening:,  wonkl  alter  it  so  as  lo  iasett 
1400,000,  instead  of  |500.000,  be  (Mr.  B.)  wonld 
accept  it ««  a  modification  of  his  own. 

Mn  MALLORY  acceding  to  the  reqaest,  his 
amendment  was  accepted  by  tSi.  SirLTONSTiLL  as  a 
modification. 

The  hour  of  two  baring  arrived,  the  Hanse,  in 
pursuance  of  the  reeotntion  of  Mr.  Banks,  ad- 
jenraed  until  4  o'clock. 

[sTENIMd  SESSION.] 

At  four  oVloclr,  p.  m.  the  House  met. 

After  some  debate  of  a  conversational  charae- 
as  to  the  propriety  of  ordering  a'  call  of  the 
House,  ■ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  (lie 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Cominiiife  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Slate  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  McKat  in 
the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  considetation  of  il^e 

^      NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Tb4  qaeslion  pending  was  on  ihemcdified  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  BMiTomtTAVL,  to  strike  eat  "(^  1,435,- 
000  for  increase,  repair,  armanent,  and  equipment 
of  the  navy,  and  wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  com- 
mission," and  insert  "|3,400,000,  of  which  sum 
f400,000  shall  be  expended  in  building  and  equip- 
ping jwar  steamers  of  medium  size." 

Mr.  WBLLER  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  made 
soma  remarks  expressive  of  his  regret  that  mem- 
bers of  both  parties  did,  at  this  laic  period  of  the 
aenion,  think  proper  to  spin  out  the  debates  of  a 
party  diaracter  lo  such  a  length.  He  alluded  more 
•speeially  to  the  prevalence  of  that  evil  after  gen- 
tlemen, bad  been  to  dinner,  and  mentioned  some 
instances,  when,  on  the  previous  evening,  the 
House  had  heard  a  display  of  eloquenc?  which 
could  not  hare  been  displayed  b^furi  dinner. 

Mr.  W.  then  proceeded  lo  reply  to  ths  speech  of 
his  colleague  [Mr.  Masom]  on  yesterday.  That 
gentleman,  said  Mr.  W.  told  n.i  there  was  no  mo- 
f^if  iajfca  TrvMwy,  and  tb^n,  in  the  same  breath,. 


said  he  was  wiUing  to-  vote  large  snins  for  the 
navy. 

Mr.  W.  went  on  to  sh«w,  in  a  very  ftsrcible  man- 
ner, that  the  charges  of  his  colleague  and  other 
men^rs  in  relation  to  a  neglect  of  the  navy,  were 
without  foundation..  He  showed  that  the  navy 
had  bren  materially  increased|since  1BS9.  and  that 
since  that  period  the  active  force  of  cor  navy  had 
been  doubted.  After  some  further  remarks,  which 
will  appear  hereafter,  Mr.  W.  said  that  having 
given  facts  to  show  tiiat  the  dtatges  of  gentlemen 
were  erroneotis,  he  would  make  an  appeal  to  all  - 
parlies  to  allow  the  question  to  be  taken  at  once. 

Mr.  PLOYD  said  he  wished  to  stale  very  briefly 
his  objections  to  this  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Masaebnsetta,  [Mr.  Saltonstall]  to  increase 
the  appropriations  for  the  naval  service,  half  a 
million  of  dollars  beyond  the  amount  deemed  suffi- 
cient by  the  Secretary  oHhe  Navy,  add  which  had 
been  rejraried  by  the  Commitiee  of  Wajrs  and 
Means.  He  regretted  that  the  propriety  or  impro- 
prieiy  of  this  amendment  conld  not  have  been  dis-. 
cussed  upon  ils  merits  without  the  disparaging  re- 
marks upon  the  prefent  condition  of  the  navy,  in 
which  some  gentleman  had  indulged,  nnd  which 
they  had  appeared  toconsiderneeessary  in  urging  ihis 
amendment  nfoh  the  tuiminittee.  He  would  not 
proclaim  bis  attachment  to  this  prond  arm  of  our 
national  defence,  nor  would  he  boild  a  man  of 
straw,  to  show  his  prowess  in  deinolisbing  him,  by 
supposing  that  there  was  a  man  upon  tbis  floor 
opposed  to  the  navy.  Upon  other  subjects  we 
may  have  sectional  feelings  of  interest  or  may 
be  lOlSaenced  by  Stale  pride^one  m8y  boast  of  his 
Banker  hill — another  of  the  plains  of  Saratoga — 
another  of  Yorktown— ^nt  all,  all,  iglocy  in  the 
achievements  of  our  navy,  iutd  all  here,  be  had  no 
doubt,  were  ready  and  filling  to  make  sash  liberal 
appropriations  as  would  sustain  its  honor  and  ils 
efficiency.  - 

Btit  he  wonld  bring  to  this  and  every  other  sub- 
ject nnder  the  control  of  Congress  the  same  wise 
and  prudentprinclples  which  are  applicable  to  the 
ordinary  aSiirs  of  life — and  those  principles  re- 
qaired that  in  makinE  ibis  appropriation,  regard 
should  be  had  to  other  and  equally  nrgent 
claims  upon  the  public  Treasury,  and  to  the  pro- 
bable amoant'  of  revenue  for  the  coming  year. 
Mr.  F.  a>ked  if  those  who  urged  this  increase  of 
half  a  million,  were  aware  that  the  bill  already 
appropriated  five  millions  and  a  quarter  for  the 
naval  service?  And  was  tbis  a  niggardly  appro- 
priation? Was  it  not  liberal,  considering  that  it 
amounted  to  one  quarter  of  the  whole  estimated  re- 
venue for  the  current  year,  and  considering,  too, 
ibe  other  duties  which  this  Qevernmenl  is  booind 
to  discharge  This  amoant  is  deemed  sufficient  by 
the  officers  ef  the  Qoveroment,  who  have  the  best 
means  of  forming  an  opinion  npon  this  subject, 
and  Mr.  F.  believed  that  with  economy  and  good 
discretion  in  its  disburseroent,  it  would  be  fonnd  am- 
ple io  suslain  Ihe  Naval  Depariment  in  all  its  neces- 
sary operations,  and  give  a  respectable  increase  to 
onr  naval  force. 

Sir,,  said  Mr.  F.  notwithstanding  the  reflections 
which  have  been  c^t  upon  our  navy,  I  insist  that  it 
has  performed  every  duly  which  has  been  required 
rif  it,  and  has  answered  every  beneficial  object  of 
its  establishment.  Our  commerce  has  been  pro- 
tected on  every  sea.  In  the  single  instance  of  insult 
to  out  seamen  which  has  occurred  in  many  year.% 
and  that  by  a  barboroos  people,  chastisement  was 
promptly  and  effeeioally  administered,  and  redress 
demanded  and  obtained;  and  at  Ihis  moment  (he 
lightest  shallop  that  dare  ventare  her  frail  sides 
upon  the  mountain  wave  may  fold  her  wings  in 
safely  in  every  port  of  the  civilized  world  under 
the  siotple  protection  of  the  stars  and  stripes. 

I  deny,  said  Mr.  F.  that  our  flag  has  been 
insulted  again  and  a$ain  for  want  of  an  efficient 
maritime  force,  as  has  been  alleged  by  Ihe  honora- 
ble member  from  Maine  [Mr.  Smith  ]  We  have 
heard  rinnors,  it  is  true,  recently,  of  detention  of 
several  vessels  by  British  cmiseis  on  the  ooa&t  of 
Africa,  but  we  have  heard  but  one  side  of  the 
story.  These  matters  are  proper  subjecis  of  inqui- 
ry by  onr  Government;  and  if  the$e  detentions 
Wera  withoat  exeoae,  (hey  ais  proper  snbjaets  for  a 
dentad  for  ledreo*    But  tb«r«  mijr  b«  pAUiating 


circumstasces.  These  vessels  may  have  been 
found  under  suspicious  circumslances,  tboogh,  in 
fact,  driving  a  legal  traffic.  It  should  tie  remem- 
beied  that  the  detentions' complained  of  were  made 
npon  the  African  coast  by  ihe  vessels  -of  finglahd 
stationed  there  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade— a  most  honorable  andertakia(,  in  wbich  I 
hope  she  may  be  eminently  successful.  She  has 
reaped  profit  enough  from  her  unjust  aggressions 
in  other  parts  of  the  world  to  enable  ^cr  to  be  hu- 
mane where  the  can  g&ther  nothing  by  conquest. 
Africa  offers  nothing  to  her  rapacity  but  flesh  and 
blood,  of  which  she  has  already  more  iban-she  can 
well  take  care  of;  and,  therefore,  affords  a  proper 
field  for  the  exhib  tion  of  a  naiional  virtue,  bnuiase 
there  is  no  lemptatioh  to  l>e  nojost. 

Complaint  has  also  been  made  that,  during  the 
recent  diffioulti^j  between  Great  Britain  and  China, 
our  nation  wasj  not  property  represented,  nor 
onr  «ommeroc  protected  in  the  ChiBese  seas  by 
oar  vessels  ef  war.  Why,  sir,  do  not  gentlemen  ' 
know  (bat  representations  were  mide  heie  by  those 
interested  in  the  Chinese  trade,  that  it  was  inex- 
pedient to  send  a  fleet  there;  that  American  inte- 
rests there  were  in  ne  danger;  that  our  merchant- 
men were  profiting  by  the  troubles  between  Bifg- 
land  and  Chioia;  and  that  an  armed  force  there 
might  do  more  harm  than  good,  by  exciting  the  jea- 
losy or  suspicions  of  that  peculiar  people?  Sir,  ° 
said  Mr.  F.  gentlemen  are  mistaken.  Our  fla^;  is 
known,  and  is  respected  wherever  a-  vessel 
can  float  in  the  known  world,  and  it  is  re- 
lated of  the  laie  Sultan  that  before  be  knew  any 
thing  else  of  America,  he  aeknowledged  be  had 
"heard  of  a  fellow  with  a  blue  jacnt  who  luUl 
flogged  Jobn  Bull  on  the  ocean." 

Our  present  navy  consists  of  sixty-eig^ht  sail,  of 
which  thirty-six  are  noW  in  commisnon.  Will 
any  one  say  that  this  is  not  epongh  for  a  peace  es- 
tablishmeiul  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  informs 
us  that  it  has  been  foond  sufficient  for  all  the  par- 
poses  of  a  navy  in  time  of  peace;  and  the  sum  of 
six  hundred  Ihotisand  dollars  of  the  naval  appro- 
priation of  last  year  remains  unexpended  because 
it  was  considered  unnecessary. 

Gentlemen  have  compared  oar  nivy  with  that  of 
Great  Britain.  Sir,  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  nor  is 
it  desirable,  that  our  navy  should  equal  dial  of 
Great  Britain,  We  have  no  oolonies  to  keep  iit 
awe-^we  have  no  negotiations  which  it  is' necessary 
to  conduct  under  the  influence  of  a  large  lleel-'^a . 
have  no  eniaiigliog  alliances  to  guard,  nor  are  we 
surrounded  by  ambitions  States,  ever  rqady  to  like 
advantage  of  any  moment  of  apparent  weaknees. 
The  material  of  which  onr  naval  force  ansi  be 
composed,  is  now  employed  in  more  profitable 
avocations  than  the  public  »-rvice.  Our  navy 
must  grow  with  a  necessity  for  a  navy.  Napo- 
leon's wars  mad*  Nspoleon's  marshals;  and  when 
Ihe  naval  .service  offers  the  proper  indocemenls,  in 
the  shape  of  pay  or  of  honor,  a  force  can  be  ga- 
theredifom  yonr  coasters,  your  fibbing  vessels,  and 
your  menihaoimen,  sueh  as  the  world  has  never 
yet  seen  for  bravery,  enferprise,  and  every  qaaliiy 
wbich  can  ensure  the  honor  and  Mifeiy  of  our  coun- 
try. In  a  young  and  peaceful  nation  like  ours, 
where  evt  ry  avenue  of  business  is  more  inviting 
than  Ihe  public  service,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
the  naval  spirit  should  fall  somewhat  to  decay. 
What  inducement  has  a  man  of  ability  and  enter- 
prise who  can  earn  his  bread  la  any  oiher  way,  to 
ombark  for  a  three  years'  voyage  in  a  man  of  war, 
(0  leave  behind  nearly  all  the'attaehmrntsof  IHe, 
tio  endure,  as  Dr.  Johnson  says,  all  the.privatieDS 
of  a  prison,  with  the  additional  ri&k  of  beinf 
drowned.  But  the  naval  spirit  "is  not  dead,  it 
sleepetb;"  and  the  first  gun  vriuch  shall  boom  across 
the  water,  will  awake  it,  refreshed  and  invigoraied, 
"Uke  a  sirong^man  to  run  a  race." 

Another  reason  has  been  urged,  said  Mr.  F.  why 
tbis  amendment  should  pass,  and  Ihat  is  the  pre- 
sent state  of  otir  foreign  relations  and  die  possi- 
bility or  probability  of  a  war.  He  considered  Ibis: 
entitled  %  less  consideration  than  anymibef  «*hkh 
had  been  menrioned.  It  was  iwniseded  that  we  were 
in  no  danger  of  collision  with  any  power  except 
En^and,  and  he  would  imagine  no  such  extremi- 
ty of  folly  iathe  year  1841,  aa  it  would  be  on  (ha 
partof  Qn§t  Britain  to  deolwe  WM..«0aipsi4b« 
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.XJalied  Siftie.s.  Wbat  is  ond  has  been  tke  oalional 
]Wliey  of  Great  BriiuDi  Why,  sir,  t«  talk  of 
^loiy  sikl  to  fight  for  gaia — aad  snreljr  there  is 
nothing  in  this  conotrjr  whloh  can  excite  her 
eapidity ;  which  would  pay  the  cost  of  tak- 
ing.  MTbat  mnst  be  the  inevitable,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  probable,  conseqoencre  of  such  <  a  wa^ 
Sir,   pat  down  the  ce.tain  and    immediate    loss 

'  of  her  North  Ameiioan  Colonies — the  destrnc- 
lion  of  h«r  tnanafaoiores,  by  cutting  off  the 
supply  of  the  raw  material  which  gives  hei  optra- 
tlves  enployment,  the  destraction  of  the  best  mar- 
.ket  for  her  mannfaetured  ailiclcs;  add  to  this,  that 
fh»  sospends,  perhaps  extiDgaishes,  a  debt  doe  to 
her  citizens,  it  is  said,  of  some  two  hundred  mil- 
fioar  of  dollari*.  Besides,  sir,  has  she  no  nnseiiled 
qnestioM  with  her  European  neighbors;  or,  if  there 
ai«  n«ne,  may  they  not  be  raised  when  her  neigh- 
bors think  a  favorable  opportanii;  occurs  forasue- 
c^sful  nogoliation?  Is  not  France  almost  "sick  of 
acalnit"  is  she  not  hef'natnral  enemyl"  and  does 
she  not  no  w  pohsess  the  abundant  means,  as  she  ever 
)ms  had  the  inctinatioD,  for  an  epeoonte r  with  Eng- 
Uadi '  Has  not  Russia,  in  her  eastern  progress,  alrea- 
dy reached  the  eonftoes  of  the  British  possessiont? 
TOt,  aside  from  all  these  eoHatetal  considerations, 
what  can  England  gain  by  a  war  with  nkl  No- 
thing, sir,  nothing.  The  utjnost  she  can  do  is,  ihe 
destraction,  perhaps,  at  the  onset,  of  some  maritime 
towns,  i#hich  would  not  weaken  onr  ability  by  the 
strength  of  a  single  man,  or  the  value  of  a  single 
tellar,  as  to  oonqoerinf;  a  foot  of  American  eoil, 
no  nan  in  his  senses  ever  thinks  of  ii.  Sir,  said 
Mr.  F.  I  hav^  but  glanced  at  a  few  of  the  conside- 
rations which,  in  my  opinion,  show  that  we  are  in 
■o  danger  of  a  war  with  Europe;  and  all 
these  things  she  knows,  as  well .  as  we  do ; 
4m  knows  onr  strength  and  onr  resource^  she 
knoms  that  a  war  begun  is  not  to  be  adedina 
<l«y;  she  has  had  a  "taste  of  onr  gifts"  in  the  Be- 
volotion,  and  again  in  the  last  war;  and  wiihin-the 
last  f<ew  years,  she  has  seen  a  specimen  of  the 
staff  of  which  American  militia  are  composed, 
which  will  not  suffer  by  acomparisoB  with  Bunker 
HiU  or  die  San  Jacinto.    I  allude  to  that  most  nn- 

,  fortutale  occurrence,  the  battle  at  Windmill  Point 
Let  me  add,   Mr.  P.  coniinned,  that  in  my  opi- 
nion theie  is  not,    and  has  not  been,  any  cause 
for  eoUteioa  between  the  two  eounirief .    The  a>r- 
nspondeooe  between  the  two  Governments  on  the 

'  questions  at  isMe,  which  has  been  earried  on  both 
here  aad  at  London,  is,  in  my  opinion,  in  all  re- 
tpptefa  eieditable  to  the  present  Administration. 
And  notvithsunding  the  I'dium  which  a  reckless 
party  has  sought  to  heap  upon  the  Executive  fur 
pasillBnimiiy,ror  cowering  before  the  British  Hob,  I. 
was  pleased  to  bear  my  Iwoorable  colleague,  [Mr. 
Chunaaa,]  but  a  day  ot  twoago,  express  his  appro* 
bation  of  ihe  negotiations  as  conducted  by  this  Go- 
vernment. 6a  this  subject  all  baa  been  done,  which 
JIm  honor  of  the  conniry'rfqnired;  and  I  shall  be 
eoateat  if  the  coming  Administration  do  at  well. 
Again,  it  is  argued  that  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs,  lalety  made  to  the  House,  is 
calculated  to  produce  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of 
the  English  Ctovernment.  1  have  read  that  report, 
aad  I  approve  of  it — it  speaks  out  boldly  in  terms 
.worthy  of  the  nation,  and  will,  I  doubt  not,  find  a 
bearty  response  in  the  bocom  «f  every  patriot  in 
the  eoantty,  and  especially  among  those  on  the 
Northern  frontier,  who  frel  the  deepest  interest  in 
ihe  qdesiions  di^cossed  in  that  report.  The  lan- 
foage  of  that  report,  said  t^t.  F.  falls  far  behind, 
ia  spirit  and  force,  the  langtiage  of  the  public  press 
on  the  frontier,  where  tbe  public  mind  has  been 
most  excited  on  this  snbjeet.  True  it  is,  sir,  that 
Much  of  that  excitement  baa  been  created  by  politi- 
«al  dnaagogoes  for  the  basest  party  purposes,  and 
vhca  the  detiate.took  place  here  6n  the  notion  to 
mint  that  tniott,  and  my  honorable  colleagues 
uofflv  Brie  and  Ontario  objected  to  the  violence  of 

.  its  iangnage,  it  occuired  to  me  that  those  whote 
CrisB^  had.  rode  into  power  opon  the.  wbirli^ind, 
■Inady  began  to  tremble,  lest,  now  that  they  are 
about  10  assume  the  leins  oi  Government,  they 
■koaM  b«  nnable  to  direct  the  storm. 

lafaall  mention,  oontinaed  Mr.  F.  but  one  other 
reason  why  I  shall  vote  against  thisjnetease  of  the 
WTal:^p^^^li<HU    I  am  not  disposed  to  treat 


the  recent  election  as  if  it  had  not  taken  place. 
The  pejple  were  told  that  the  expenses  of  ihe  Go- 
vernment were  too  great;  and  if  tbe  gentlemen  of 
tbe  successful  party  have  forgotten  the  pledged  of 
retrenchment  they  made  before  the  election,  I  have 
not;  and  I  assure  them  that  so  far  as  ny  vote  is 
einceraed,  both  in  this  Congrei^  and  tbe  next, 
"the  economy  they  teach  I  will  execnte,  and  it 
shall  go  hard,  bat  I  will  better  the  instruction." 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  observed  that  after  the 
able  speech  of  the  gentleman  vho  bad  preceded 
him,  ii  wonid  be  hardly  necessary  for  him  to  say  a 
word.  He  would,  nevertheiles.',  inbmit  a  few  facts 
by  way  of  correcting  the  erroneous  impressiott 
which  was  likely  to  be  made  on  the  public  mind, 
by  (he  remarks  of  g«n<lemen  who  coniidered  the 
navy  had  been  neglected.  After  noticing  the  va- 
rions  and  contradictory-  statements  which  had  been 
given  by  members  of  the  Opposition  in  relation  to 
the  condition  of  onr  navy,  Mr.  J.  referred  to  au- 
thentic documents  to  show  what  was  the  actual 
condition  of  that  branch  of  Ihe  public  defence,  and 
that  it  was  not  in  the  "rninons  and  dilapidated" 
condition  as  was  represented. 

Mr.  J.  then  read  from  official  doenmeats  to  show 
Iqal  we  had  now  twenty-six  vessels  in  commission, 
and  that  these  iwenty>«ix  were  so  arranged  as  to 
afford  an  effectual  protection  to- the  commerce  of 
the  coqntry. 

After  showing  the  great  and  gradual  increase  of 
the  navy  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  Mr.  J.  said  he 
referred  to  those  facts  to  show  ihat  muck  had  been 
done  to  strengthen  this  arm  of  onr  national  defence, 
and  that  a  larger  amount  of  money  had  been  ap- 
propriated than  was  thought  necessary  to  be  osf  d. 
He  then  called  attention  to  thepreparadons  made 
by  the  Navy  Department  so  as  to  put  it  in  the 
power  of  GiovernmeDi,  in  case  of  emergency,  to 
bring  into  service  almost  any  amount  o(  vessels 
that  might  be  leqnired. 

Gkntlemen  appeared  to  have  lost  sight  of  Ihe  fact 
that  contracts  ba!d  been  entered  into  by  the  Depart- 
ment for  frame-timbers  of  a  great  number  of  ves> 
sels,  which  frame-timbers  were  seasoning  and  be- 
ing prepared  in  a  proper  shape,  ready  to  be  put  to- 
gether'when  lequirrd.     Froni   the  document  ap- 
pended to  the  report,  it  wonld  be  seen  that  contracts 
had  been  mad*  for  frame-timbers  for 
15  ships  Of  the  line, 
18  frigates, 
15  sloops  of  war, 
9  steamer.*, 
9  brigs  and  schooners, 
besides  copper,  iron,  Ac. 

Here,  iheo,  was  the  wood  seasoning  and  being 
prrpared  in  a  proper  shape,  ready  for  pntiing  toge- 
ther this  great  force,' whenever  an  emergency  might' 
arise. 

Mr.  J.  then  read  from  the' report  to  show  what 
number  of  the  above  were  actually  'complete  and 
required  nothing  more  than  patting  together.  This, 
in  addition  to  the  increase  of  the  navy  during  the 
last  ten  years,  would  exhibit  a  state  of  preparation 
which  certainly  could  not  have  been  borne  in  mind 
by  the  gentlemen  who  had  addressed  the  committee. 
Mr.  PICKBMSsaid  it  was  his  intention  to  vote 
in  the  first  instance  for  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mallort]  and  then  to 
have  voted  against  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachuselt',  [Mr.  SiLTonraLL,]  as 
amended.  He  had  intended  to  do  Ihat  beeaase,  at 
this  lime,  he  felt  it  his  duty  te  go  against  all  fur- 
ther appropriations  than  $1,425,000,  as  reported  in 
the  bill. 

The  OHAIR  observed  that  ihere  was  bat  one 
amendment  then  pending,  that  of  the  ceBtlemaa 
from  Virginia,  having  been  accepted  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Massaehitsetts,  as  a  modification. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  wonM  then  vote  against 
the  whale  propoeltien  to  amend,  as  he  eonsklered 
$1,400,000  amply  safiicient  for  all  praeiical  pur- 
poses, at  the  present  lime.  He  protested  against 
any  action  being  had  with  a  view  to  acondogeney, 
or  any  legislation  being  based  on  the  expectatioa 
of  a  war.  If  that  were  the  rul  aspect  of  things, 
the  sam  proposed  by  the  amendment  wonH  be  a 
men.  bagatelle;  instead  of  such  a  paltry  maount, 
they  would  want  miOioiu;  aad  he,  ia  snch  a  slate 
of  thiefs,  woold  b«  tejtdy  fo  vote  for  tea  miUioas,  I 


instead  of  $1,435,000.  But,  at  present,  he  did  not 
denre  any  ibing  to  be  dene  which  looked  towards 
war.    There  was  no  necessity  for  it. 

Mr.  J.  went  on  to  say  that  when  the  proper  time 
should  arrive  for  a  revision  of  the  lanff,  he  then 
Would  pledge  himsdf  to  go  with  gentlemen  of  the 
North  for  snch  a  tax  as  should  be  amply  saffideat 
for'  every  irant  of  the  country.'  But  let  gentlemen 
want  uniil  the  time  should  arrive,  for  he'  profMed 
against  this  legislation  by  'pieeemeal.  At  this  late 
period  of  the  session,  now  that  fbur  days  only  re- 
mained, we  were  not  prepared  to  dojuslioeto  ih* 
subject  referred  to  by  the  mover  of  the  amendment. 
Bnt  if  any  thin;  should  ooenr,  which  might  lead  to 
a  war,  he  trusted  that  an  extra  session  would  he 
called,  and  that  then,  when  the  case  should  actually 
exist,  they  would  act  like  a  free  people.  But  at 
present  he  would  raise  his  voiee  against  any  le- 
gislaiion  looking  towards  a  war. 

Mr.  HAWBS,  after  some  remarks,  offered  iho 
following  amendment: 

"PfttUed,  That  the  deeretary  of  the  Navy  may,  if 
hemay  deemitexpedient,disbursetwobaadred  Ihoih 
sand  dollars  of  said  somtn  the  oonstmciion  of  two^ 
steam  ships  of  such  size  as  will  pass  the  outer  bar" 
of  the  Mississippi;  said  ships  to  be  built  at  Cinein- 
naii,  Ohio,  ana  LonisviUe,  Kentucky;  and  said 
steam  ships  to  be  built  by  eontratit,  or  otherwise, 
as  said  Secreiaiy  may  older." 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  WICK, 
PROFFIT,  and  SMITH  of  Indiana, 

-  The  amendmeni  was  then  modified  at  the  snggea- 
lion  of  Messrs.  GRAVES,  W.  C.  JOHNSON,  aad 
PROFFIT,  aa  follows: 

"Fnvided,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may, 
if  he  may  deem  ft  expedient,  disburse  two  htudred 
thousand  dollars  of  said  sum  in  the  censinietion  of 
two  steam  skips  of  such  siM  a«  will  pan  the  outer 
bar  of  the  Mis8issippi;*ssid  ships  to  be  built  at  Cin- 
ciniiati,  Ohio,  at  L«aisville,  Kentucky,  or  Coving- 
ton, Kehtpclqr,  or  New  Albany,  Indiana,  or  Padn- 
eah,  Kentaeky,  er  any  other  place  or  places  on  iho 
Ohio  or  Mississippi  rivers,  if  he  believes  the  publie 
servioe  wiU  theieby  be  promoted;  said  steamships 
to  be  built  by  contract  or  otherwise,  as  the  said  Se- 
cretary may  order." 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  WM.  COST 
JOHNSON,  PROFFIT,  THOMPSON  of  Missis, 
sippi,  MALLORY,  W.  THOMPSON,  GRAVES, 
and  BRECKENRIDOE, 

The  question  was  taken  on  Ihe  amendment,  and 
disagreed  to. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment : 

"And  in  c«se  the  Government  of  Great  Brilain 
shall  baild  any  naval  armaments  for  any  of  the 
lakes  or  rivers  separa'ing  the  United  Slates  f^om 
the  Canadas  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Go- 
vernment to  build  vessels  on  ov  side  of  at  least  a 
corresponding  size;  and  so  much  of  the  money 
hereby  appropriated  as  may  be  necessary,  shall  be 
applied  to  that  object," 

The  CHAIR  roled  Ihe  amendment  out  of  order. 

Mr.  BIVE3  submitted  the  following;  which  was 
also  lUled  oat  »f  order: 

'.'iV«ei<lMi,  kMMtxr,  That  Ihe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  have  authority  to  employ  an  amount 
ont  of  said  sum,  not  exceeding  |10,000,  in  testing 
the  atility  of  the  inventions  of  Messrs.  Hanter  and 
Hobdy  for  propelling  steam  vessels." 

Tlie  qoestion  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  SiLTON^TiLL,  8s  modified  by  Mr.  MALboar, 
as  follow; : 

"For  increase,  repair,  armament,  and  equipment 
of  the  aavy,  and  wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  com  • 
misfioD,  $2,000,000;  $500,000  of  which  sum  shall 
be  expended  in  building  and  equipping  war  steamers 
of  medium  sise,"  and  deoided  in  the  negatife— • 
ayes  63,  noes  67. 

Tbe  item  "for  medicines  and  sorgical  insinn 
ments,  hospital  stores,  and  other  expenses  on  ac- 
count of  the  sick.  §30,000,"  having  been  read, 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  nwred  to  amend  the  item, 
by  adding: 

"For  payment  of  debts  eonhraeted  in  tke  pur- 
chase of  sites  for  the  election  of  marine  hospital^ 
under  the  act  of  March  3,  1837,  to  those  individuals 
who  have  actually  conveyed  their  property  to  the 
United  Statei^  — —  dollars." 
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After  some  remarks  b;  Messrs.  GRAVES,  DN- 
DERWOOiy,  and  MALLO&Y, 

Tbe  CHAIR  decided  the  •mendm^  ont  of  or- 
der. 

Mr.  QRAVES  appealed  from  the  deeision'of  tbe 
Chair. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  Of  Alabatna  moved  that  the 
committee  rise;  bat  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Tbe  qoeation  was  abont  to  be  taken,  Shall  thei 
deeisinn  of  tbe  Cbaia  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the 
Hooset  when 

Mr.  GRAVES  withdrew  his  appeaL 

Mr.  ANDREWS  moved  that  the  committee  rise; 
bat  no  ijDoram  voting. 

The  qaetiion  was  taken  by  tellers,  who  reported 
—vjn  35,  noes  94:  no  qoornm. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRAVES,  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  that  faet  to  the  House. 

Mr.  MONROE  then  moved  a  call  of  the  Honse, 
and 

The  qnestion  was  taken  by  tellers,  who  reported 
^m;es34^ooes  75. 

No  qaofnm  ToiiDg,  and  Ibc  Hoiise  refasing  to 
have  a  call, 

Mr.  BEATTY  moved  that  the  Hixise  adjonrn; 

And  the  qa«'8tioa  being  taken,  tbere  appeared— 
yea*  38,  oays  93. 

A  qaomm  being  now  present,  the  Hoose  again 
went  back  into  Commttiee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  GRAVES  then  ofilered  the  following  as  a 
modifieation  of  Mr.  Underwood's  amendment. 

"And  that  the  sam  of  thirty-eight  thoasand.  dol- 
lars, or  so  maeh  (hereof  as  may  be  neeessaryr  be, 
and  are  hereby  appropriitedj  oat  of  which  the  Se. 
eretary  of  the  Navf  is  authorized  to  pay  for  sach 
of  the  sites,  selected  on  the  Western  waters  for 
marine  hospitals,  as  have  been  deeded  to  the  Go- 
vernment, with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

Tbe  CHAIR  decided  the  amendment  to  be  ont 
of  order,  for  the  reason  that  the  SOth  ral6  declares 
that  "no  motion  or  proposition  on  a  subject  differ- 
ent from  that  under  consideration  shall  be  admitted 
vnder  color  of  amendment,"  etc. 

Mr.  GRAVES  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Caiia.  _ 

The  qaeslion  wat  then  taken,  "Shall  the  decision 
of  the  Cuia  stand  as  the  jndgment  of  the  Rouse? 
and  decided  in  tbe  affirmative— ayes  97,  noes  13 — 
no  qnoram  voting.    . 

Mr.  GRAVES  moved  that  that  fact  be  reported 
to  the  Honse;  bat 

A  qtiorum  now  appearing,       i 

Mr.  GRAVES  withdrew  bis  motion. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  offeredihe  following  amend- 
menu 

"For  the  purchase  of  Raub's  Self-acting  Safety 
Valver,  to  be  applied  to  the  boilers  of  the  steam- 
ships heretofore  aatborizedtobe  built,  if  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  President  snch  valves  should  be  deemed 
naefol." 

The  amendment  wat  disagreed  to. 

The  following  item  was  then  read: 

"The  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the. 
navy  yard  at  Fortsmontb,  Niw  Hampshire,  $15,- 
000." 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  moved  to  strike  ont 
§15,000  and  io&ert  |35,000;  but  the  motion  was  ne- 
gatived. 

The  next  item  was  read,  as  follows: 

"For  improvement  and  necesf^ary  repairs  of  the 
havy  yui  at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  j^5,800." 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
oat  all  after  the  word  Massachusetts,  and  inserting 
"and  for  the  erection  of  barracks,  (^5,300." 

Mr.  H.  gave  notice  that,  if  this  motion  should 
prevail,  be  would  move  to  amend  similarly  aU  th* 
Hems  for  ihe  several  navy  yards;  but  - 

After  some  remarlts  by  Messrs.  JONES  of  Vir- 
ginia, SALTONSTT  ALL,  DOWNING,  and  REED, 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  withdrew  his  amendment  for 
Ihe  present. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  moved  to  amend  by  strik- 
ing out  |35,300  in  tbe  same  item,  and  inserting 
14^.000. 

The  qoeation' being  taken,  tbe  amendment  was 
disagreed  to. 

tt»  next  item  being  read,  viz: 


"For  improremeot  and  nrcessary  repairs  of  the 
navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  J46.800." 

Mr. 'SALTONSTALL  moved  to  strike  out 
|46,800  and  insert  §78,000;  but  the  amendment 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  further  moved  to  strike 
oat  $5,400  "for  the  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs o(  the  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylva- 
nia," and  ^nsert  $9,000;  biit  the  amendment  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  also  moved  to  strike  ont 
§6,600  for  the  improvement  and  necessary  repairs 
of  tbe  navy  yard  at  Waithiogton,  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  insert  §11,000;  and  this  was  likewise 
negatived. 

Mr.  MALLORY  moved  to  ajnend  the  item  "for 
improvement  and  necessary  lepairs  of  the  nary 
yard  at  Gosport,  Virfjinia,"  by  sffiking  out  §39,400, 
and  inserling  §49,000.    - 

Aftrr  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  MALLORY  aitd 
JONES  of  Virginia, 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DOWNING  then  moved  16  amend  tfte  item 
"for  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the 
navy  yard  near  Pebsacola,  Florida,"  by  striking 
out  §13,000,  and  inserting  §30,000. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was 
disagreed  to.  ' 

Mr.  HbFFMAN  offered  Ihe  following: 

"For  the  purchase  of  a  site  and  to  commence  Ihe 
erection  of  barracks  at  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
§30,000. 

"For  the  porcha5e  of  a  site  and  to  commence 
the  erection  of  barracks  at  Charlestown,  Massa> 
chn«etts,  §30  000. 

"For  the  purchase  of  a  site  aiud  the  erection  of 
barracks  at  Gosport,  Virginia,  §30,000. 

"To  commence  the  erection  of  b:(rracks  at  Pen- 
saeola,  Florida,  §10,000." 

Tbe  CHAIR  ruled  ihe  amendment  out  of  order. 

Mr.  REED  moved  to  strike  out  §1,500  for  ne- 
cessary repairs  of  the  hospital  building  at  Charles- 
town,  Massachusetts,  and  insert  §5,000,  but  the 
amendment  was  decided  out  of  order- 
Mr.  SALTONSTALL  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  insetting  after  the  seventy-ninth  line,  as  fol- 
lows; 

"To  commence  the  erection  ot  barracks  in  Pen- 
sacola,  Florida,  §10,000." 

Tbe  CHAIR  having  decided  the  amendment  out 
oferder, 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  appealed  from  his  deci- 
sion; but 

The  question  being  takeii,  the  de£iiion  of  the 
Chair  was  suvlaiued  by  ihe  Hoase. 

Mr.  MALLARY  offered  the  foUowhig  amend- 
ment: 

Andlnitjurthtrtneeled,  That  the  duties  hereto- 
fore discharged  by  the  CommissioiKrs  of  the  Navy 
shall  be  apportioned  as  follows,  viz: 

Tbe  first  diviricn  shall  comprehend  whatever  re- 
lates to  tbe  construction,  repairs,  equipment,  and 
preservation  of  vessels  of  war,  and  the  officer  pre- 
siding over  its  administration  shall  have  attached 
to  his  burean,  to  aid  him  in  the  perform'abce  of 
his  duties — 

A  chief  naval  constrnctoi^ 

An  engineer  qualified  to  eaperiniend  the  opera- 
tions of  steam;  and 

A  draughtsman.  . 

Tbe  second  division  shall  comprehend  the  con- 
straction,  repairs,  and  preservation  of  all  buildings 
on  shore  belonging  to  ihe  navy,  or  used  for  naval 
pnrposes,  and  generally  the  superintendence  of  na- 
vy yards,  hospitals,  magazines,  and  other  appen- 
dages to  a  naval  station.  This  officer  shall  have 
placed  under  bis  direction — 

A  captain  in  the  navy,  as  inspector  of  ordnance; 

A  commander,  and  two  lieutenants  and  assist- 
ants; 

A  commander  having  charge  of  charts  and  in- 
struments for  hydrographical  purposes: 

A  lieutenant,  and  two  paned  midshipmen; 

A  civil  engineer;  and 

A  draughtsman. 

The  third  division  shall  comprise  tbe  ptiiefaase, 
manufaetnie,  collection,  and  distribntion  of  all 
provisions,  clothing,  and  materials  of  every  de- 
scripiioB  required  for  tbe  use  of  the  navy.    Tbe 


officer  changed  with  this  division  shall  have  placed 
under  his  direction— 

A  surgeon  to  superintend  the  porehase  «f  medi- 
cines, hospital  stores,  and  surgical  instruments,  and 
to  perform  such  other  duties,  in  connection  with 
the  medical  branch  of  the  service,  as  may  be  re- 
quired of  him  by  the  Department;  abd  two  assist- 
ant surgeons  tp  aid  him  in  their  perroimancc; 

Oae  purser  for  coniraeK",  and  correspondence,  for 
slop-elotbiDg,  and  provision.". 

Jtnd  he  it  further  mteled,  "Hat  ao  much  of  an  act 
approved  February  7,  1815,  entitled  "An  act  to 
alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  establishing  a 
Navy  Department,  by  adding  thtraio  a  Board  of 
Commissioners,"  as  comes  within  the  meaning  of 
this  act,  and  is  contrary  thereto,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  under  the  76<b  mle'rf 
the  House,  the  amendment  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  MALLORY  appealed  from  the  deeiston  of 
the  Chair;  and 

On  tbe  question  being  taken,  Shall  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  jndgment  of  the  House? 
It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the  com- 
mittee then  rose,  and  reported  ihe  bill  i«  tbe  House. 

The  question  was  then  stated,  Shall  the  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?  when 

Mr.  EVANS  movfed  various  amendments. 
.    Mr.  DROMGOOLE    inquired  of  the  Cbaib, 
whether  it  was  in  order  to  cffera  series  of  amend- 
ments at  one  time? 

The  SPEA&ER  replied  that  it  was  not  in  order 
to  offer  more  than  one  amendment  at  a  time,  and' 
that  the  amendments  offered  were  not  in  order. 

From  this  decision,  Mr.  EVANS  appealed;  and 
pending  tbe  question  on  said  appeal, 

On  motionof  Mr.  HOFFMAN,  at  ten  o'clock, 
p.  m. 
.  The  Hoose  adjoomed. 


IN  SENATE, 
SatorDat,  Febraaty  S7, 1841. 

The  bill  from  the  Honse  making  appropriations 
for  the  naval  service  for  thi  year  1841,  was  read  a 
flMt  and  second  lime,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs.  .  . 

On  motion  by  Mr.  hTUkGEON,  one  tboosand 
eitra  copies  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Commia- 
sioner  of  Patents  were  ordered  to  bit  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALL,  the  Senate  took  op 
tbe  "bm  to  declare  the  rights  of  the  children  of  the 
citizens  of  the  Uoilei  Smies  bom  abroad;"  and, 
after  being  considered,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a  third  readine. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  (torn  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
reign Relations,  reported  a  bill  f«r  tbe  relief  of  the 
administraior  of  William  A.  Slarum;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  RUCJGLES,  in  pursuance  of  previoas  iic> 
tice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in'rodnce  a  bill 
granting  copy-rights  to  inveotots  of  designs,  Ac 
which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  from  a  citi- 
zen of  New  Jersey,  praying  Cangrets  "to  adopt 
measures  for  securing  an  equitable  and  adequate 
market  for  American  wheat."  Mr.  X.  said  that 
the  memorial  now  presented  was  one  of  great  valae 
and  importance;  it  contained  an  examhiation  and 
expose  of  tbe  present  capacity  of  the  six  Nor^ 
western  Sates  to  grow  wheat,  and  the  probable  in- 
crease of  the  wheat  culture,  the  want  of  a  foreign 
market  for  the  already  surplus  prodoction,  Md 
theconsequeneeof  continuing  the  existing  restric- 
tions of  foreign  Governments  upon  the  inirodo^ 
tion  into  their  dominions  of  foreign  wheat  It 
also  examines  the  nature,  and  exposes  the  effect,  of 
the  British  corn  laws  upon  the  revenue  of  ihatOo. 
vetnment,  as  well  as  its  effect  upon  their  people, 
showing  conclusively  that  the  existence  of  tbose- 
laws  is  alike  detrimental  to  the  iaieiesls  of  botk 
coontries.  Mr.  T.  did  not  expect  any  aetioa  npon 
this  important  subject  at  thislale  period  of  the  ses- 
sion; he  would,  however,  move  that  it  be  referred 
to  die  Committee  on  Agricultore,  and  printed; 
which  was  a?reed  to. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  sobmitted  tbefolloviB^  reaohl. 
tions  of  the  I^qtislatore  of  Ihe  Siaie  of  Dolawara, 
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whioli  were  laid  on  the  table  &ad  ordered  to  be 
wriiited: 

Ih  thx  QmuMtJo,  Asssmblt  or  m  State  or 
DxLiWARK— Janoary  session,  1841. 

Se$el$td  b^  Ike  Smote  and  Houu  of  RepreienUtuia 
Of  the  Siait  of  Delavare  in  Qentral  Jiutniibly  met, 
That  the  c^sion  by  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Ma* 
ryUuid  of  the  territory  of  the  District  of  Colambia, 
tkeir  grants  of  money  to  facilitate  the  erection  <if 
sniiable  buildings  and  fortifications  for  the  aeeom- 
nodalion  and  security  of  the  President,  Congress, 
and  the  several  Departments  of  the  Oovernment, 
and  the  generoos  donation  of  lands  br  >he  proprie- 
tors of  the  soil  upon  which  the  city  of  Washington 
was  laid  oat,  and  its  plan  projected,  to  the  United 
States,  was  highly  beneficial,  and.  merited  a  kind, 
liberal,  and  generous  consideration  in  retnm. 
'  Bo^ttd,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislatore, 
the  refa»al  by  a  majority  of  Congress  to  recbarter 
the  banks  of  the  District  of  Colambia,  -was  unwise 
and  oppressive. 

Suotvti,  That  this  Legislature  are  unwilling  to 
believe,  with  the  citizens  of  Washington  and 
Qeorgeiown,  that  their  only  chance  for  good  go* 
▼amment  and  prosperty,  rests  in  a  retrocession  of 
the  territory  ceded  to  the  United  Slates  to  thr  State 
of  BAaiyland,  bat  confldenlly  hope  the  next,  if  not 
the  present  Congress,  will  grant  ihemample  redress 
of  all  their  grievances.  - 

Rt$olied,  That  the  people  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lambia oagbt  to  be  represented  to  the  Congress  of 
Iha  United  Statesi  and  that  measures  should  be  la- 
ken,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  to  bring  about 
anch  a  jast  and  desirable  end. 

Bttolvtf,  That  the  foregping  resoli>tioiis  be  signed 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  transmitted  to 
oar  Senators  and  Representatives  in  CoiUjess,  to 
b:  laid  before  their  respective  Houses. 

E.  HOUSTON, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
CHARLES  POLK, 
Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  PKBSTON  submitted  ibe  following  resola* 
tion,  which  wa»considered  and  agreed  to: 

Batlttd,  That  a>e  Seatetsiry  of  War  be  reqaesl- 

«d  to  eomiAiiaieate  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  ex- 

,  perimeatsmadrnpon  the  bomb  cannon  invented  by 

Mbnx  Coehraa,  in  conformity  with  the  joint  reso- 

totion  of  April  35, 1840- 

Mr.  WALKER  snbi&itted  the  following  resola- 
tiOD,  whHdi  was  eonsidered  and  agreed  to: 

Xespbni,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Iiande  be  iastiacted  to  inqairc  into  the  expedleaey 
of  appropriating  a  sufficient  sum  for  deflraying  the 
•xpenses  of  the  employment  of  a  special  agent  to 
procure  information  as  to  minibg  and  smelting 
lead,  eopper,  and  other  ores. 

Blr.  WALL,  from  the  Cominittee  on  the  Jddi- 
eiacy,  to  which  was  referred  a  bill  to  amend  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  approved  May 
13, 1800,  eniiiled  'An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
*An  aisl  to  establish  the  jtidicial  courts  of  the  United 
Slates  J"  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Hr  JW.  said  he  would  take  ibat  occasion  to'  say 
that  it' was  the  unanimoas  opinion  of  ibe  Commit- 
ted on  the  JuJioiary  that  no  such  defect  existed  in 
the  law  as  that  which  this  bill  was  intended  to 
remedy. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  concaved  in  opinion  with 
the  Jndieiary  Ccmmittee;  but  the  highly  respecta- 
ble judges o(  the  coart  in. Pennsylvania  thought 
otherwise;  and  the  consequence  was,  that  all  the 
criminal  business  in  the  circuit  couris  was  pre- 
vented. In  this  stale  of  things,  it  was  highly  ne- 
esssary  that  the  bill  should  pass;  and  he  hoped  the 
Senate  woald  indulge  him  by  acting  upon  it  at  thtt 
time. 

After  a  few  remirks  from  Mr.  CLAYTON,  con- 
earring  in  the  lemaiks  of  Mr.  WALL,  the  bill 
was  orderM  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motipn  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  the  Se- 
nate took  np,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the 
bill  to  reorganize  the  judicial  circuits  of  the  United 
Biaus. 

Mr.  S.  said  h'.s  object  in  moving  to  take  up  the 
bill  was  to  have  it  amended  so  as  to  conform  the 
eirenits  and  the  duties  of  the  judges  to  the  state  of 
^  bositess  qI  ttw  towXTf,  by  an  eqaaUutiim  of 
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the  basiness  and  duties.  At  the  time  the  bill  was 
introdaced  and  reported  to  ihe  SSnate,  he  had  liitle 
hopes  of  seeing  it  become^  a  law,  as  there  were  at 
that  time  many  difflcaltiss  to  encounter  in  the  ad- 
jostmect  of  the  mailer,  the  most  of  which  he  con- 
ceived were  removed  by  a  recent  melancholy 
event — he  alluded  to  the  decease  of  Judge  Bar- 
hour.  That  disiingnished  judge  having  been  re- 
moved by  Providence,  the  way  was  now  clear 
to  do  that  which  would  long  since  have  been  done, 
btit  for  the  locality  of  the  jadges.  As  the  circuits 
were  now  arranged,  six  judges^ were  located  east 
of  the  mountains  in  the  Atlantic  States,  and  the  other 
threein  Ihe  Westand  Southwest.  A  most  unequal 
and  unjust  imposition  of  duties  was  imposed  upon 
the  latter  judges.  He  believed  this  to  be  dieacoepted ' 
and  propitious  time  to  do  complete  justice  on  the 
subject.  He  understood  that  the  judges  had  agreed 
to  an  arranf;ement  which  would  give  four  circuits 
to  the  West  dnd  Sonthwest,  and  leave  five  in  the 
East;  so  that  the  Weal  and  Southwest  would  have 
the  serviced  of  an  additional  judge.  This  *ar* 
rapgement  he  believed  to  be  necetsary  to  a  due  ad- 
minislration  of  justice,  as  well  as  to  a  just  equali- 
zation of  the  laborious  duties  of  the  three  Western . 
judges  wiih  those  rendlred  by  the  jadges  of  the 
Atlaniic.  He  would  only  premise  this  much  in 
anticipation  of  the  amendment  which  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Cuiv]  was  ready  to  propose. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  then  offered  ihe  follow- 
ing amendment,  explaining  the  reasons  which  in> 
duced  him  to  offer  it: 

"Tlut  hereafter  the  eastern  and  western  dis- 
tricts of  Peonsy Ivania  and  the  disti  ict  ot '  New  Jer- 
sey, and  the  district  of  Delaware  shall  form  the 
thiixlcireaii;  the  district  of,  Maryland  and  the  east* 
ern  district  of  Virginia  shall  form  the  fourth  cir- 
cuit; the  district  of  Norlh  Carolina,  the  eastern  and 
western  districts  of  Soath  Carolina,  and  the  district 
of  Georgia  ehall  forin  the  fifth  circnil;  the  southern 
disfrictof  Alabama,and  the  Eastern  dislrcitof  Lou* 
siana  shall  foriu  the  sixth  cireuit;  the  southern  dis- 
trict of  Missis»ppi,  the  eastern  and  middle  dis- 
tricts of  Tennessee,  shall  fprm  the  eight  circuit ; ' 
and  the  district  of  Arkansas,  the  district  of  ll|is- 
soari,  and  the  district'of  Kentucky  shall  form  the 
niaih  circuit. 

"Sxc.  3.  Jbui  be  it  Jvrther  tnaeUd,  That  Ihe  cir- 
cuit court  for  ihe  district  of  Arkansas,  shall  be 
hoiden  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  April,  and  the 
fourth  Monday  of-  October  in  each  and  every  year; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  ihe  associate  justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court  allotted  to  the  ninth  circuit,  to 
preside  at  ibe  spring  terra  of  the  circnit  court  for 
the  di&trict  of  Arkansas;  and  the  associate  justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  allotted  to  the  eighth  eircair, 
to  preside  at  the  spring  lerm  of  the  circuit  eonrl, 
for  the  southern  district  of  Mississippi,  which  (hall 
be  hoiden  on  the  second  Monday  in  December." 

Mr.  KOANE  said,  he  could  not  reconcile  it  to 
himfelf  to  permit  this  question  to  be  taken,  without 
offering  a  word  or  two  on  the  subjeet.  If  he  under- 
stood alight  the  amendment  just  offeted  and  read  to 
the  Senate,  its  object  and  effect  is  to  abolish,  to  ob- 
literate from  existence,  the  ancient  judicial  circnit 
composed  of  Ihe  States  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolii:a!  Never  was  he  taken  more  hy  surprise 
than  now!  Without  ibe  lime  and  the  means  of 
giving  due  eonsiileraiion  to  the  reasons  we  have 
juit  heard  in  favor  of  this  measure,  and  without 
Ihe  possibility  of  any  express  knowledge  of  the 
wishes  of  the!>e  two  long  associated  old  Slates  in  re- 
gard to  this  propbsed  severance,  I  hot  yield  to  ihe 
impulse  of  the  moment  in  rising  in  my  place,  and 
ealering  my  solemn  and  earnest  protest  against  tfie 
proceeding.  I  protest  against  it,  sir,  because  at  this 
last  hurried  moment  of  an  expiring  session  of  Con- 
grefs,  it  is  impossible  that  such  a  change  as  this 
can  be  made  with  that  deliberation  which  a  due  re- 
gard to  the  wants  and  interests  of  all  the  parts  of 
the  Union  requires  at  oar  hands.  I  protest  against 
ii,  sir,  because  if  a  general  change  is  required  so  as 
to  equalize  the  labors  of  all  the  jadges,  I  cannot  see 
why  this  particuUr  circuit  is  to  be  made  the  point 
of  departure,  and  thereby  cut  in  twain,  merged  into 
two  other  circuits,  and  thus  blotted  out  from  her  old 
position  on  the  judicial  map  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  President,  these  are  two  of  Ihe  old  Atlantic 
States  of  the  good  "old  Thirteen."   Tiiey  embrace 


along  extent  of  seaboard,  and  from  their  local  po- 
sition, and  long  standing  judicial  connection,  are 
certainly  entitled  to  consideration.  The  reasons 
assigned  for  this  measure  are,  first,  the  long  travel 
of  some  of  the  judges  of  the  WestaAd  Southwest 
to  their  courls,  and  second,  the  heavy  dockets  they 
find  in  them.  The  first  is  caused  b/  the  extensive 
territory  and  sparse  population  of  those  Slates,  and 
must  soon  be  obviated  by  the  strong  stream  of  im- 
migration which  is  rapidly  filling  np  our  wilder- 
ness. And  as  regards  the  second  reason,  if  there 
is  now  but  little  business  ih  the  circiiit  proposed  to 
be  abolished,  I  am  very  thankful  for  it,  as  it  indi- 
cates two  things :  that  our  citizens  are  free  from 
deb',  and  that  our  country  is  at  peace  with  foreign 
nations.  If  there  be,  as  is  alleged,  an  unusual 
orowd  of  business  at  this  time  in  the  couris  of  the 
Western  and  Soathwestem  States,  no  man  deplores 
more  than  I  do  the'slaie  of  indebtedness  which  it 
indicates.  Bat  that  stale  of  things  cannot  always 
be.  The  deranged  state  of  the  currency,  and  the 
rage  for  speculation  and  wealth,  which  has  caused 
this  heavy  mass  of  litigation  in  these  courts,  cannot 
always  be;  nor  can  peace  a'ways  exist.  And  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that,  in  time  of  war,  when 
some  of  those  courts  wonld  feel  no  anueqmnt  ac^ 
cession,  of  bnsiness,  the  circnit  proposed  to  be 
spon^eif  would,  from  ils  local  position,  aeceBsatlly 
have  thrown  into  its  courts  maritime  and  admiralty 
l>UMness.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  lo  the  precise  jwmtwn 
of  court  bnsiness  to  which  I  Irok  in  tfiis  matter; 
for  that  cannot  be  kept  equalized  amongst  the  cir-' 
«uits,  except  by  a  legislation  loo  frequent  for  the 
necessary  permanency  of  any  system.  It  is  to  the 
local  position  of  this  circnit — it  is  lo  ihe  cection  of 
the  Union  in  which  it  stands— it  is  to  the  position 
it  has  so  long  and  so  honorably  occupied  on  the  ju- 
dicial map  of  Ihe  country,  that  I  look.  And,  sir, 
it  is  the  causes  which  come  before  the  Supreme 
Coort,  no  matter  where  originating,  involving  her 
dearest  constitutional  rignis,  tnat  add  to  my  feeling 
on  this  subject.  But,  Mr.  President,  it  a  new 
arrangement  of  the  judicial'  circuits  is  neces- 
sary to  equalize  the  labors  of  the  judges,  why 
not,  let  me  ask,  add  to  this  old  circuit  her  sister 
Sjaih  Carolina,  or  her  beloved  daughter  Kentucky, 
or  her  re.<^pected  neighbor  Tennessee,  and  thus  ob- 
viate the  evil  complained  of,and  at  the  same  time  pre- 
serve this  old  circuit  andiis  homogeneous  eharaeler. 
I  am  certain,  sir,  that  there  is  bo  reasonattle  ex- 
.  paiisioB  of  this  circuit  which  the  public  weal  may 
demand,  to  which  it  would  not  cheerfuJJ.y  yield. 
But,  sir,  whilst  it  is  at  this  moment  submitting,  in 
mournful  resignation,  to  the  laie  heavy  dispensa- 
tion ot  Providence,  which  has  suddenly  deprived  it 
and  the  coiintry  of  aa  eminent  jurist  and  judge,  I 
do  hope  that  this  body  will  pause  before  it  avails 
itself  of  that  dispensation  as  a  reason  for  striking 
from  existence  a  circnit  almost  coeval  with  onr  ju- 
dicial system,  ani  which,  to  say.  the  least,  has  never 
yet  impared  its  strenlh,  er  disturbed  its  symmetry.  I 
have  thought  these  hasty  remarics  due  to  my  posi- 
tion herein  the  present  occasion;  and  however 
iheymaybe  received,  and  whatever  may  be  the, 
fate  of  the  proposed  measure,  I  feel  that  in  makiog 
them  I  have  done  my  duty. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said,  for  the  last  few 
years  there  had  been  more  or'less  said  about  ihe 
inequality  of  the  duties  of  the  members  of  the  Sa- 
pieme  Court;  and  io  1837,  as  would  be  recollected, 
be  submitted  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  Secre- 
tary of  Stale  lb  furnish  Information  respecting  the 
number  <  f  suits  tried,  and  the  number  of  miles 
travelled  by  each  judge,  with  a  view  to  aa  equali- 
zation of  the  .labors  of  the  judges.  The  return  of 
the  Secretary  was  then  in  his  hand,  and  it  showed 
that  the  West  and  the  Southwest  furnished  mneb 
the  greatest  part  of  the  business  of  the  Union;  bat 
there  had  been  difliculties  in  the  way  of  any  alteni- 
tioa  of  the  different  circuits,  and  the  proposition 
made  for  that  purpose  was  voted  down.  Bat  a 
late  melancholy  and  deplorable  event  which  ha4 
occurred,  (the  death  of  Judge  Barbeur.)  had  ob- 
viated the  difficuliies  that  were  previously  in  the 
way,  if  the  Senate  thought  proper  now  (o  act,  and 
there  would  now  be  no  violation  of  good  faith  with 
the  judges.  And  what  objection  could  be  opposed 
to  Ibe  proposition  now  before  Ibe  Senate}  Because 
a  State  had  heretofore  Ijad,  shoal4  »  State  alwajt 
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hare  a  jpdge  appointed  from,  and  resident  within, 
her  Vimiun    Be  felt  for  Virginia  as  mach  venera- 
tion as  aay  other  honorable  Senator,  and  be  was  as 
ready  to  see  that  (he  bad  a  jnst  participation  in  all 
that  was  enjoyed  by  the  other  States;  bat  did  they 
not  know  that  Virginia  bad  had  had  a  jadge  of  the 
'     supreme  Coart  almost  for  tbe  last  forty  years,  when 
arociated   witb  North  Carolioal      Really,  com- 
plaint from  Virginia  came  now  with  a  very  bad 
grace;  it  woald  come  with   a  better  grace  from 
North  Carolina,  whicbi  dhring  the  period  he  bad 
mentioned,    had   not   been   represented   in   that 
coart.    Bat   this  was   a  qoestion   in  which  the 
public  interest  was  iavolved;  it  was  a  qaesiionhow 
the  circuits  could  be  best  arranged,  so  aii  to  promote 
a  proper  discharge  of  judicial  datier,  and  bow  the 
pttblic  interests  oonld  be  best  taken  care  of  and 
best  despatched.    The  arrangement  now  proposed 
was  to  add  Virginia  to  the  circuit  ia  which  the  Chief 
,       Justice  resided,  and  to  add  North  Carolina  to  the 
circuit  In  which  Judge  Wayne  resided.    And  what 
was  the  objectioji,  unless  it  was  that  one  Siaie 
should  always  have  a  judge?    This  was  no  valid 
objection.    If  any  claim  existed,  it  was  that  of 
North  Carolina.    But  tbe  present  judge  of  the  cir- 
cuit to  which  North  Carolina  was  now  proposed  to 
be  added,  was  fully  competent  to  tbe  performance 
of  the  additional  dnties  that  would  devolve  upon 
him;  and  when  he  shoiild  resign,  or  bis  seat  shuuld 
be  vacated  in  any  other  way,  North  Carolina  wonid 
then  ba  entitled  to  consideration.     But   there  wah 
no  cbjectioo;  and  he  hoped  tbey  would  not  pass 
over  the  auspicious  moment  which  then  presented ' 
itself  to  equalize  the  duties  of  these  judges.  .  He 
then  referred  to  the  report  on  his  table,  to  which  be 
before  referred,  to  show  that  there  should  be  some 
modification  of  the  circuits.    Tbe  honorable  Sena- 
tor read  largely  from  the  returns  of  jud'cial  bnsi- 
BessonJbeeircuiis,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the 
business  of  the  otber  circuiu  wa&  very  inconside- 
rable, as  compared  with  those  of  the  Soutbera  and 
Southwestern  citcuita,  and  be  invited  the  attentien 
of  thv  Senate  to  the  state  of  tbe  business,  tbai  ihey 
might  see  how  impracticable  ii  was  that  the  judges 
ct  those  circuiis  tbould  do  justice  to  themselves 
'  and  to  the  country.    The  amount  of  bQsinei>8  was 
to  great  le  be  despatched  by  the  judges  to  whom  it 
was  as&igned;  and  should  they  then,  by  a  refe- 
rence  to    any   sappose4   claim    of    any   parti- 
cular  State    or    individual,    and    in    disregard 
of  those  who  were  so  nearly  interested,  refuse  to 
equalize  Ihe  amount  of  labor  which  the  judges 
■bould  heart    He  trusted  tbey  would  not;  and  be 
hoped  ihey  would  put  tbe  court  on  a  looting,  in 
■pecial  reference  to  tbe  public  interest,  against  alt 
other  interests  and  considerations  whatever.    Vir- 
ginia had  no  claim  which  sboald  operate  to  tbe  re- 
jection of  this  proposition.    He  bad  said  that  she 
had  bad  one  judge  for  tbe  last  forty  years;  but  be^ 
bad  not  stated  the  whole  truth,  for  she  had  not  on- 
ly  bad  tbe  Chief  Jusiice,  but  one  of  tbe  Associate 
Judges  also. .  He  was  sot  disposed  to  do  injustice 
to  any  one;  and  he  wa»  satisfied  no  injustice  woald 
be  done  b^  the  adoption  of  this  mea$are.    It  was 
an  arrangement  which  met  the  approbation  of  all 
the  judges  on  the  bench,  and  he  was  of  opinion  it 
should  receive  the  acquiescence  of  tbe  Senate.    He 
hoped  the  Senate  wonU  adopt  the  amendment  he 
bad  proposed. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  suggested  a  modification  of  an 
amendment  by  which  Delaware  would  be  ioeladed 
in  tbe  fonnh  district;  which  was  Accepted  by  Mr. 

CliT. 

Mr.  HUNTINQTON  lupported  the  proposed 
change  in  the  arrangement  of  the  circuits  as  con- 
ducive to  tbe  public  intere^,  and  contended  that 
every  other  State  had  as  good  a  right  as  Virginia 
to  a  judge  til  reside  within  their  limits. 

Mr.  KING  rose  to  say  that  if  ih^  Senate  should 
debate  this  bill,  they  might  as  welt  lay  it  on  the  ta- 
ble; for  unless  it  was  sent  to  the  other  branch  of 
C>mgress  lo  day,  it  could  not  be  sent  at  all,  wiihont 
a  sQspeosioB  of  .the  rules,  in  which  theoiher  H*use 
•DUSt  coacnr.  He  (Mr.  Kino)  was  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  and  beenire:.ttd  gemlcnicn  «h>  might  like- 
wise be  favorable  to  tbe  measure,  not  I  >  consume 
ibe  time  wiih  a  lengil:eneit  drbaie,,  for  ibey  might 
jostai  well  vnie  it  iJown  at  once. 

Mr.  MANQUM  said  in  a  ^ort  tim?  tiieW«st, 


would  require  more-judicial  aid,  and  he  supported 
this  proposition  because  he  was  unwilling  to  see 
the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  increased  in  num- 
ber. In  times  of  peace,  the  business  of  tbe  court, 
in  his  own  State,  could  be  despatched  in  two  or 
three  days;  In  times  of  war,  the  business  would  be 
increase,  but,  when  it  became  necessary,  it  would 
be  easy  to  detail  more  force  to  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try. But  in  order  to  keep  down  the  tiumber  of 
Judges  in  tbe  Supreme  Court,  it  became  necessary 
to  re-arrasge  the  circuits. 

Mr.  ROANE,  h  is  said  by  the  friends'  of  this 
bill  that  it  cannot  pass  for  want  of  lime,  if  it  is  to 
be  debated  I  Sir,  I  assure  those  gentlemen  that  I 
would  not  defeat  the  most  obnoxious  measure  b^ 
mere  debate,  for  that  purpose  only.  He  had  but 
discharged  what  be  felt  to  b:  his  duty  in  rising  in 
the  first  instance,  and  promptly  entering  his  protest 
as  one  of  the  Representatives  of  Virginia  against 
this  sadden  and  unexpected  attempt  to  put  that  old 
Commonwealth  out  of  that  position  in  onr  judicial 
system  which  she  bad  so  honorably  maintained 
from  its  foundation.  And,  sir,  I  sbonld  nut  have 
risen  again,  but  fur  remarln  which  have  fallen 
from  two  or  three  Senator*.  In  reference  to  that 
of  tbe  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat]  that  he 
hoped  and  believed  that  Virginia,  in  any  desire 
she  might  feel  lo  remain  in  her  judicial  po- 
sitisn,  would  not  be  actuated  by  any  eonsldera' 
libn  of  office;  he  had  cordially  to  thank  the  Sena- 
tor for  the  justice  he  does  his  native  State  in  this 
respect.  No  man  kaoiTs  better  than  dees  that 
honorable  Senator,  that  Virginia  ha?  been  as  little 
actoaieJ  by  low  cunsideraiions  of  office,  as  any 
other  Stale  in  the  Union,  and  been  at  all  times  as 
prompt  and  ready  as  any  one  of  ibem  to  sacrifice 
all  selfish  considerations  on  tbe  altar  of  the  public 
good;  and,  for  myf^elf,  I  solemnly  declare  that  no 
coniiideration  of  the  kind,  moves  me  in  the  course 
I  have  taken  on  this  sudden  emergency.  Ify  heart 
tells  me  that  if  I  was  a  North  Carolinian,  my  feel- 
ing and  cotiduct  would  be  the  same  that  I  now 
manifest. 

The  Senator  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Cl4v]  has  Ai- 
veited  to  tbe  same  subject  in  another  aspect— lind 
urges  that  Virginia  has  bad  tbe  judge  of  that  cir- 
cuit for  a  continuous  period  of  mote  than  feriy 
years,  and  also,  that  on  one  occasion  two  judges  of 
tbe  Supreme  Court  were  residing  within  b«r  limits 
at  the  same  time.  True,  sir,  for  more  than  forty 
yean  the  judge  of  that  circuit  has  resided  iu  the 
State  of  Virginia,  but  let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that 
daring  that  entire  period  there  were  but  two  judges. 
Had  there  been  during  that  long  tiihe  many  judges 
appointed,  and  all  of  ibem  taken  from  Virginia,  I 
do  not  know  that,  in  such  a  case,  complaints  t'f  the 
fact  could  be  properly  urged  except  from  her  as;o- 
ciate  sister.  North  Carolina.  Sir,  the  very  distin- 
guished late  Chief  Justic«~of  the  United  Slates, who 
all  admit  lo  have  been  one  of  the  brightest  orna- 
ments to  the  bench  and  the  country,  was  a  resi- 
dent judge  of  Virginia  for  more  than  Ihiny-tfive  of 
the  lorty  year.!  His  distinguished  successor,  whose 
sudden  delath  we  are  now  mourniuE,  resided  in  Vir- 

f'.niadiiring  th*  balance  of  that  period;  and  never  have 
heard,  nor  do  I  believe  there  ever  existed,  a  mur- 
mur of  complaint  in  North  Carolina  or  elsewhere, 
that  these  two  eminent  judges  happened  to  be  na- 
tives and  residents  of  Virginia.  It  Ls  also  true,  as 
the  Senator  alleges,  that  two  Judges  of  tbe  Su- 
preme Court  did  reside  at  tbe  same  time  in  Virgi- 
nia. _  Yes,  »ir.  Judge  Washington,  who  presided  in 
■be  circuit  immediately  north  of  us,  resided  on  the 
narthem  margin  of  Virginia;  but,  sir,  he  was  thus 
mokt  couveniently  siiuaied  to  attend  to  the  duties 
of  the  circuit  assigned  to  him,  and  he  did  attend  to 
them  faithfully;  and  I  am  perfectly  4;«rlain  that  no 
human  being  would  have  torn  him  from  the  Vi^ne- 
rated  .shades  of  .U«UNt  Vtmon,  which  he  had  inhe- 
rited from  his  immortal  relative  and  namesake, 
merely  ihat  be  (.bould  reside  within  the  territorial 
limits  of  bis  judicial  circuit. 

But,  sir,  1  am  asked  by  the  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut, [Mr.  HoNTiNQTON,]  if  it  be  possible  that 
any  consideration  of  tiflice  rould  operate  in  the 
aversion  tu  the  proposed  change.  'J  be  gentle  and 
inrfi't'n.ive  manner  in  which  the  inquiry  is  made, 
induces  me,  as  far  a!)  I  am  concerited,  to  answer 
mo&t  frankly  ftad  siacerely,  no.    I  «(U  qot  retort 


tbe  question,  whether  witb  (hat  Senator  any  cob-  . 
sideratiou  of  office  ewnnected  with  this  subject 
weighs  with  him  or  any  of  his  friends  in  this  sad- 
den  and  hurried  attempt  to  strike  Viigiaia  from 
her  old  and  natural  position.  If  I  was  to  ask  it,  I 
hope  I  should  receive  tbe  same  prompt  aod  frank 
answer  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  President,  it  only  remains  for  me  lo  say, 
that  if  this  amendment  is  adopted,  as  I  believe  it 
will  be,  Virginia  will  part  with  great  reluctance 
from  her  old  and  long  associated  sister  North 
Carolina,  between  whom  and  her  there  is  a  pe- 
culiar identity  of  interests,  habits^  mannets, 
and  feeling,  growing  oat  of  their  common 
birth  and  kind  neighbortship.  I  also  say  that 
she  will  be  ready  to  extend  the  paternal  em- 
brace to  her  highly  respected  Nurtbern  aagh- 
bor,  Maryland,  in  the  fullest  confidence  that  tbey 
will  get  along  most  harmoniously  together,  and  en- 
joy anableand  impariialaxiministratloa  of  law  and 
justice.  But,  Mr.  President,  without  any  the  slightest 
disrespect  whatever  lo  Maryland  or  any  other 
State,  for  I  love  them  all,  I  cannot  forbear  to  ex- 
press a  fec-lipg  that  I  have.  It  is,  that  if  this  thing 
is  lo  be  done,  if  the  public  good  demands,  and  Con- 
gress wills  (bat  Virginia  shall  be  pushed  oat  of  her 
old  place,  that  she  may  lie  shoved  on  theSoiitb, 
or  towards  her  "  beloved  West,"  beyond  the  Alle- 
ganies,  now  as  easily  crossed  as  tbe  Fotomtic,  and 
daily  becoming  more  accessible  lo  her. 

Mr.  SEVIBR  sent  to  the  Secretary's  desk,  to  be 
read,  a  letter  wh  oh  he  bad  received  from  Judge 
Craton  on  ibe  subject,  and  in  favor  of  this  airai^- 
meni. 

The  Secretary  having  read  the  letter, 

Mr,  MANGUM  asked  if  he  were  to  ni^erstand 
that  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  were  to  be  se- 
parated. 

The  PRESIDENT  replied  in  the  afflfflaiive. 

Mr.  MANGUItf  said  he  had  not  so  nnder- 
stood  it.       ■  - 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  arose  amidst  alciy  of 
"question,"  and  be  gave  way  to  .  . 

Mr.  ROANE,  who  called  for  the  ayes  and  noea 
on  the  auieiidment. 

Mr.  ORi\HAM  inquired  wbeiber  Ibe  frvpoeci 
cbaif|e  would  occasion  any  conflict  is  the  limes  of 
holding  the  conns. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  no  conflict  co«M 
arii-e,  as  tbe  judges  had  the  arrangement  and  rrgo-' 
lation  of  their  own  circuits,  and  as  ia  this  measure 
the  jadges  had  concurred. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  opposed  to  the  ainendmehr, 
and  he  would  slate  some  of  his  leasonv.  Some 
years  ago,  when  the  judicial  circuits  were  increased, 
he  showed  his  anx  eiy  to  have  an  equalization  <^ 
the  circuits  for  the  West;  that  desire  bad  increased, 
and  continued  to  increase,  aiid  could  not  be  pre- 
vented increasing  by  any  action  on  ibis  bill,  "ney 
had  two  Territories  in  tbe  Norihwest  almost  ready 
to  be  admitted ,  into  tbe  Union;  they  might 
expect  to  hear  Ibcir  taps  at  the  door  of  the 
Senate  Chamber  very  soon,  demanding  admis- 
sion; the  South,  too,  hail  a  Territory  almost  ready 
for  admission  into  the  Union;  and  if  there  was  to 
be  any  change  now,  he  should  desire  to  see  two 
new  circuits  for  the  West.  He  was  in  favor  of  in- 
eieai>ing  the  nomber  of  jadges  in  the  Uoioo;  be 
to  see  as  many  as  there  were  in  GreaJt  Britain.  Be 
desired  to  see  at  least  te  many  jadges  to  take  ei^- 
nicanceover  l,5CiO  miles  square,  to  lakceogni- 
Z.-U1CC  over  tb«  laws  aod  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  laws  and  the  Cocstitnliogs  of 
tbe  several  Siaie.s  as  there  were  in  England  to  take 
cogn'Zance  over  a  territory  in  extent  not  mnie  than 
equal  to  one  of  our  large  States.  He  was  in  favor  of 
seeing  twelve  judge*  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Bat 
the  c('ndiiion,of  the  dockets  he  looked  upon  as  acci- 
dental, and  ihe  qantum  of  business,  b«  was  of  opi- 
nion, should  not  be  taken  exclusively  as  tbe  rote 
to  govern  them.  He  looked  upon  the  circuit 
judges — fur  all  were  circuit  judges — in  a  iwo 
fold  character;  Ihey  had  power  to  act  as  jadges 
of  their  circui's,  cun'isiingol'  one,  two,  or  three 
Slates,  anit  a»  judges  beie  <ii  ihe  wb>>le  Union;  and 
therefore  be  snoufd  be  opposed  ro  sinking  Virgi- 
ginia  and  Noitb  Carulin*  from  ibe  judicial  map 
of  the-  countiy.  Ilf  was  in  favor  of  ihe  dii- 
feieilt  sections  of  tUij  Unw  being  i^presenifd  tm. 
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iIm  bench  of  ibe  Sapreme  Court  for  the  higbest 
Atoelioa  were  tbe  daties  ihey  were  called  op- 
«tt  to  diseh«i;ge'  here:  they  ,had  to  pass  jadg- 
ment  oa  the  lavs  of  the  Uiiion,  and  of  the 
Slates  oif  the  Uaioa,  a^d  whatever  was  their 
daasiott,  no  matter  who  were  the  parties-^ 
and  one  case  was  now  dependiog — the  cai^of  the 
Afrieaits— of  g;reat  iaierest  to  this  coontry — the 
deeifion  became  bioding  and  obligatory  all  orer 
die  Union.  And  by  whom  wnre  these  cases  de> 
cidedl  Not  by  the  distcict  judges,  bat  by  all  the 
judges  of  the  Usion,  at  the  metropolii  of  the 
Uoion;  and  be  was  not  willing  to  (kike  Vir- 
Kinia  eat  of  the  jodicial  nup  of  the  counry. 
He  now  spoke  as  a  citizen  .of  the  Union,  in- 
tereeled  in  the  coDitraction  of  the  Constitation  of 
tbe  Uoion,  of  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  of  the 
Stale  laws,  the  whole  of  which  came  before  the 
judges  of   the  Supreme  Coarl:  he  felt  deviroos 

'  ftat  to  determine  tbeM  weighiy  matters,  there 
dMald  be  an  ample  number,  and  that  they 
tbo«ld  be  brought  Iroa  every  great  section  cC  the 
«oaivtry.  ConU  Ihe^  dismiss  snch  States  as  North 
Guolina  and  Virgima,  great  as  ib«y  were  in  ex- 
tent and  Revolutionary  in  their  character,  and  be- 
longing as  they  did  lo  tbe  original  ihiitetnl  Could 
they  have  the  dlffrreDt  sections  of  the  Union  repre- 
sented on  the  bench  uf  the  Sapreme  Court  when 
two  soch  Stales  were  stiQck  from  the  map.  And 
if  it  Wire  done,  how  long  did  they  think  it  would 
lasll  °tte  wDQld  answer  the  question  himself — 
from  the  4th  of  March  to  the  ITtb  of  May,  which 
he  DiKlerstood  was  the  day  fixed  upon  for  die  meet- 
ing of  the  extra  session-  He  was  eppored  (hen  to 
ihte  amendment,  on  important  grounds,  leaving  en- 
tirely ont  of  view  the  qnantam  of  business  the 
tedges might  at  one  time  time  or  another  perform. 
Tl»e  West  needs  more  circuits — ihe  bench  of  the 
Supreme  Court  needs  twelve  judges,  and  so  far  as 
his  Judgment  went,  they  ought  not  to  be  pnl  off 
with  nine.  He  should  therefore  join  Ihe  Senator 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Roime]  who  had  spoken 
against  tbe  proposition,  Western  man  aA  he  was. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said:  As  be  intended  to  vote 
in  favor  of  this  amendment,  proposed  by  his  friend 
from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Ciar,]  be  should  briefly  state 
tbe  reasons  which  had  brought  his  mind  to  this 
conclusion.  So  far  from  intending  an)  hostility  to 
the  ''Old  Dominion,"  he  felt  great  pleasure  in  de- 
elariog  that  she  bad  always  justly  enjoyed  a  very 
high  and  elevated  character  in  the  Confederacy, 
and  that  character,  in  bis  estimation,  bad  never 
stood  higher  than  at  the  present  moment.    He 

.  woald  macb  rather  add  lo  her  laurels  than  phick  a 
single  feaiber  from  her  proad  pinme.  His  support 
of  tbe  piesent  amendment  must  not,  therefore,  be 
aoottmedinto  hoetility  to  Virginia.  He  bad  nevfr, 
in  his  life,  felt  more  strongly  convinced  of  tbe  pro- 
priety of  any  vote  which  be  intended  to  give,  than 
•poA  the  present  occasion.'  The  question  .  was 
wiihia  a  very  narrow  compass.  It  wa^  simply  this: 
Shall  we  prolong,  the  existence  of  a  jadicial  circuit 
east  of  the  mountains  which  is  not  at"  all  reqnired 

.  to  traosaet  Ibe  jadicial  business  of  the  cout^iry;  or 
shall  we  abolish  it,  and  in  its  stead  estabU^h  a  new 
circuit  in  the  Southwestern  portion  of  the  Union, 
where  i(  it  so  much  wanted  that  it  is  now  physical- 
ly impossible  for  tbe  circuit  Judge  there  to  transact 
oae-half  the  business,  or  even  personally  to  attend 
all  the  courts  appointed  by  law  to  be  held.  Tuis 
was  most  certainly  the  true  state  of  tbe  case;  and 
nnder  snch  circBmsiances,  he  did  not  believe  that 
tbe  people  of  Virginia,  merely  for  the  sake  of  ob- 
taining the  appuiniment  of  tin  tioneccs.'tary  judge; 
would  ^rive  tbeir,feUow-cifzins  of  lh«  South- 
west* rffSiat^  of  a  ci)Ut  I  Which  was  absolalely  in- 
dispensable to  their  best  interests.' 

Tbe  present  number  of  Judges  on  tbe  bench  of 
the  Supreme  Coort  was  already  greater  than  he 
oonld  have  desired.  Nine  was  tod  large  a  number 
if  it  could  have  been  avoided.  He  would  not  go 
into  the  general  question  at  the  present  moment, 
but  he  believed  be  was  fortified  in  thui  opinion  by 
all  experieBce.  It  might  become  absolutely  necer- 
sary  to  increase  this  number}  and  in  that  event, 
but  in  no  other,  shoald  he  ever  give  his  consent 
to  it.  The  <|qesiion,  then,  with  him,  wpnid  be,  did 
Ihe  Uaoaaction  of  the.  necessary  business  of  the 
^  o«ii».atv4«i«ly  le^ncewificfeasc.of  tha  iwab«i 


of  the  judicial  eircnilst  If  it  did,  he  might  then 
feel  himself  constrained  to  add  to  the  nooiber  of  ihe 
judges.  Fortunately,  no  such  necessity  at  present 
existed,  nor  would  it,  he  believed,  for  many  years  to 
come,  in  case  the  present  amendment  should  prevail. 
The  fifteen  Stales  east  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains 
had  now  six  of  the  nine  judges,  whilst  the 
eleven  Western  and  Southwestern  States  bad  only 
ibroe.  The  hosiness  in  the  three  Southern 
Atlantic  circuits  was  notoriously  inadequate  for  the 
employment  of  the  judges.  Maryland  and  Pels- 
ware  constituted  the  present  circuit  of  tbe  Chief 
Jastiee;  and  be  had  expressed  his  entire  willingness 
to  hold  Ibe' circuit  Courts  in  Virginia,  should  this 
be  required  by  Congress.  He  would  experience 
no  difficulty  whatever  in  transacting  the  citenit 
court  business  of  these  three  Slates;  and  even  with 
this  addition,  a  great  portion  of  his  time  would  be 
unemployed.  The  same  might  be  said  of  Judge 
Wayne,  whose  piesent  circait  consisted  of  Sooih 
Carolina  and  Georgia.  He  was  willing  to  hold  the 
ciicnit  courts  in  North  Carolina,  and  could  do  it 
without  inconvenience.  Indeed,  there  was  compa- 
radvely  but  very  little  circuit  conn  business  inany 
of  the  Atlantic  Slates  south  of  Maryland.  .The 
judges  of  tbe  Sapreme  Court  themselves  were  eou- 
vinced  of  Ihe  propriety  of  aboluibiog  ihe  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina  circuit,  and  giving  the  new 
judge  to  the  West;  and,  in  contamplaiion  of  this 
chsBgp,  they  had  made  the  arrangement  proposed 
by  the  present  amendment,  which  would  enable 
nine  judges  conveniently  to  transact  all  the  jadicial 
business  of  4he  country. 

What  utility,  Uien,  was  there  in  continuing  die 
Virginia  circuiit  The  public  interest  did  not  de- 
maod  it — the  public  good  did  not  require  it. 
Noibiug  could  be  aaid  in  its  favor,  unless  it  might 
be  die  question  which  hsd  been  asked  by  his  friend 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Roahc,!  Would  yon  blot  ont 
(if existence  die  ancient  ciicuil  of  Virginia  and 
Noi^ih  Carolina?  I  answer,  yes,  if  dme  and  ejcpe- 
rience  had  ».faown  its  existence  lo  be  unnecessary, 
and  even  prejudicial  lo  the  public  welfare,  by  pre- 
venUng  another  pordon  of  the  Union  frooii  obtain- 
ing a  judge,  where  siicb  a  judge  was  imperatively 
required.  It  ongbl  not  surely  lo  wound  the  feelingi 
'  of  tbe  people  of  the  Old  Dominion,  to  be  united  to 
Maryland  and  Delaware  for  jadicial  purposes, 
when  such  an  union  was  necessary  to  promote  the 
public  welfiare.  This  was  not  a  qoesdon  of  pride, 
but  of  principle.  He  might  say  the  same  of  North 
Carolina. 

Placed  in  similar  circomslanoes,  ha  might  pro- 
bably have  acted  as  bis  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Rpane]  had  dene.  Our  feelings  were  naturally 
very  suohg  for  onr  respecdve  States,  and  these 
feelings  were  highly  honorable.  It  was,  however, 
his  duty  to  decide  this  qurslion  impartially,  and  he 
had  never  felt  less  hesitation  in  deciding  aay  (Ques- 
tion dian  the  present. 

Tbe  inscrutable  decree  of  an  all- wise  Providence 
had  created  a  vacancy  on  the  ben<^  tf  the  Su- 
preme Court,  by  the  death  of  a  judge  whose  loss 
we  all  deplored-  This  enabled  us  to  abolish  a  cir- 
cait wholly  unnecessary  in  this  pordon  of  the 
Union,  and  crea'e  a  circuit  in  the  Soadiwesi,where 
a  new  circait  was  indispensable,  without  increasing 
the  number  ol'the  Supreme  Court  judg^.  He 
thought  it  wise  to  embrace  Ibis  opportunity.  If 
yon  once  appointed  a  judge  for  the  Virginia  cir- 
cuit the  case  was  hC^eless.  You  could  not  then 
break  up  his  circuit  and  ask  him  to  transfer  his  resi- 
dence to  the  far  We*u  No  judge  would  ever  be 
transferred  by  Congress,  againM  his  Will,  from  the 
Eisttotbe  West.  Who  would  have  thought  of 
making  such  an  attempt  in  regard  lo  Chief  Justice 
Marshal!  or  Judge  Barbour,  although  the  business 
in  their  circuit  was  comparatively  so  trifiiug?  It 
would  have  been  cruel  as  well  as  unjust.  The  prr- 
seiit,  therefore,  was  the  propitious  moment  when 
snch  an  arrangement  could  be  made,  and  when  the 
public  might  1^  accommodated  without  doing  in- 
justice to  any  humnn  being. 

He  need  sctfcely  repeat,  diat  in  ,tbe  vote'  which 
be  proposed  to  fire,  he  intended  no  diipangement 
to  Virginia  or  Norta  Carolina.  The  whole  coun- 
try-ought to  feel  grateful  to  Virginia  ior  the  distin- 
guished luminaries  which  she  had  furnished  to  the 
benclt  of  th^^npKiBe  Coatt}  bat  »s  five  ciicn  its  on 


oar  Eistera  maridneftonder  wtn,  in  bii  ^liaioa, 
abundandy  saffieieat  to  transact  all  die  judicial  bo- 
ness,  he  would  not  pretoog  the  extsteneaof  tha 
stxib,  merely  for  the  purpetM  of  enabling  Virginia 
to  furnish  another  judge  to  the  Union. 

He  was  sorry  to  ontartain  bat  a  ieebU  hope  of 
die  passage  of  the  b.Il.  ■  its  friends  oogfat  to  have, 
first  tried  it  in  die  other  Hottse,  and  if  it  had  passed 
there,  he  presumed  Uien  would  have  been  but  lit- 
tle difficulty  here.  If- we  should  pass  it,  of  which 
h^  enteriaiiied  no  doubt  be  feared  it  never  would 
be  touched  bjF-the  ottier  Houset 

Mr.  BUCHAN^-said  as  be  intended  to  role 
for  the  bill,  bo  would  very  bticfiy  expiesa  die  tea- 
SOBS  whieb  actuated  him.  So  far  from  having  ai^ 
desire  lo  act  in  oppoddop  to  ^e  "Oid  Dominion,", 
he  dionght  that  Slate  very  jnsdy  occupied  a  retf 
high  and  elevated  character  ia  dus  Confederaey; 
and  she  always  thotUd  enjoy  it,  as  she  deserved  lo 
do  .00.  'He  would  not  take  a  feather  from  her 
plume,  nor  depreciate  her  character  and  her  stand- 
ing; and  therefore  his  sopport  of  this  amendment 
must  not  be  construed  into  hoslility  lo  Ihat  State. 
He  believed  that  nine  judges  of  ibe  Sapreaae  Coart 
coniliinled  as  great  a  number  as  rould  convenienUy 
dischaixe  the  judicial  busioevs  ot  the  country;  but 
when  tlie  necessity  arose,  he  should  not  be  nnwil- 
ling  lo  increase  the  number.  They  knew  that  for 
years  past  six  circuits  had  been  wholly  un- 
necessary to  despatch  tbe  business  of  twelve  or 
ihirleen  States.  Why  not,  then,  amend  ibe  ^s- 
temi  The  reason  hitherto  was  palpable.  Who 
would  ba:ve  ventured  to  interfere  with  die  venera- 
ble  judge  lately  deceased?  Who  would  have  pnf_ 
posed  to  send  him  to  the  West?  for  while  ihe  judge' 
was  in  existence,  he  would  always  have  sympa- 
thizing friends.  But  a  mysterious  'Proviience  had 
enabled  diem  to  make  sacb.atteiadons  as  were  ne- 
cessary here,  and  to  add  ju()ieial  aid  to  the  South- 
west.  They  could  well  spare  a  judge  from  the 
East;  and  who  could  imagine  dial  Pennsylvania 
and  Delaware  constituted  a  sufficient  circuit  to  give 
die  judges  of  the  United  States  adequate  employ- 
meni?  The  busiaess  had  ever  been  very  small; 
yet  .  who  would  ever  have  ihaught,  during 
die  lifetime  Of  Judge  Marshall,  of  extending 
his  duties.  Dot  now  die  difficulties  in  die  way  of 
this.propoeed  change  were  removed,  and  he  could 
see  in  it  nothing  but  what  was  correct  and  proper. 
Let  Ihe  circuit  be  abolished,  and  add  a  circuit  judge 
to  the  Southwest,  and  he  believed  it  would  be  many 
years  to  come  before  it  would  be  necessary  to  i^ 
crease  the  number  of  ihe  judges  of  the  Suprems 
Court.  In  tbe  vote  he  propr^  lo  give,  he  in- 
tended Bo  disparagement  of  Virginia;  or  .North 
Carolina.  The  country  oaght  lo  be  grateful  to 
Vii^nia  for  the  distinguished  luminariei  she  had 
sent  to  the  bench;  but  five  circuits  on  the  maritime 
frontier  of  ibe  country  were  amply  sufficient  to  do 
all  tbe  bosiBe>-s.  These  had  been  his  impressions 
for  yeais  past;  yet  be  had  little  idea  that  die  bill 
would  pas.s.  He  thought  its  friends  had  done 
wrong  in  not  introducing  it  into  the  odier  House; 
and  if  it  passed  there,  it  might  pass  here.  How- 
ever, it  should  have  his  vote. 

Mr,  WALKER  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill,  con- 
tending that  to  refuse  to  pass  it  was  viitoaDy  deny- 
ing to  the  SouUiwest  her  full  participation  in  Ihe 
blessings  of  the  jadicial  system,  observing  at  ^t 
same  time  that  he  conceived  it  peculiarly  due  to  the 
State  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  dial  he  sbenld  vote  for  die 
bill.  He  felt  himself  snfe  in  following  the  lead  of 
the  distinguished  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
BucHiifiN  ]  whose  former  position  as^a  memb«r  of 
the  Judiciary  CommitMe  fustly  gave  his  opinion 
great  weight  on  this  subject.  He  had  iherelora 
niade  up  his  mind  to  vols  for  Ibe  proposition  be- 
fore tbe  Senate.  It  seemed  jnsi,  an<I  right,  and  pro- 
per; and  he  did  not  see  hew  die  rights  of  die  State 
of  Virginia  were  to  be  considered  as  involved  in 
tbe  mailer.  He  wished  to  act  ia  a  national  spirit; 
and  be  ibonght  diis  was  an  occasion  which  ought 
to  be  improved  in  reference  to  the  West  and  Soudi- 
west,  widiout  any  inconvenient  increase  of  the 
judges. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  since  be  ha<f  last  addftxed 
the  Senate,  a  few  moments  ago,  he  had  been  hi- 
fornted  tb»l  die  number  of  iudaee  in  ]lpfland  wan 
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They  tad  Iweo  IwelT* 
bnt   witbiii  the 


grewer  Aanhetad«W^  ,.^  , 

,^Tw*Te^.h^;^-  SlS^e««i  to  fifteen. 

YEAS-^Mewrs.  Andenon,  Bate*.  Bftfard,  Bi- 
ehiSS^tay  of  Al^bMu,  Clay  of  Kenmckr. 
Ctayioo,  CBibbert,  Diiou,  PrIIod,  Henderson, 
HantiogtoD,  Kerr,  King,  Knight,  Unn,  Mwgnm, 
Merrick.  Moirion,  Nieholson,  Norvetl,  Phelps, 
Porter,  Prentis,  PresiM,  Rives,  RobinsoD,  Ruk- 
gles,Se?ier,  Smith  of  Indiosii,  Soaihud,  Tall- 
madge,  Wiklker,  and  WiBiams— 34. 

NAYS— Meesn.  Alien,  Beaton,  Calhoan,  Gn- 
baa,  Habbaid,  Lvmplna,  Pierce,  Roaoe,  Smith 
of  Connectient,  Sttirgeon,  Tkppaa,  WaH,  acd 
Wrigbt— 13. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  then  snbmitted  another 
amendment,  vrhieh  was  also  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  the 
amendments  adopted  as  in  cofflmlilee  of  the  whole, 
were  eonenrred  in,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
enicroBsed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Thet^  was  snbseqoenily  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  fnm  the  Committee  «n  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roaite,  reported  a  joint  resoln- 
tion  anihoriziag  the  Postmaster  General  to  nuke 
«onuracta  for  carrying  the  mail  coastwise  between 
Blobile  and  New  Orleans;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  sabmiited  the  foUowiog  rrso- 
Intion: 

Satlvti,  That  the  Senate  will,  on  this  and  each 
snceeedJDg'day  of  the  present  session,  take  a  reeeta 
from  half  past  two  o'clock  to  foar  o'clock,  p.  m. 

The  adoption  of  the  resolaiion  was  adrceated  by 
Messrs.  WRIGHT  and  WILLIAMS;  and,  the 
qoesuon  on  its  passage  being  taken,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative— ayes  31,  noes  26. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  iheCommittee  on  Finance, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  Hoose  bill  making 
•ppiopriations  fat  ilie  ciriland  diplomatic  expenses 
of  tlia  Cloveniment  forj  the  year  1841,  reported 
the  same  with  stutdry  ameadments;  which  were 
lead. 

Mews,  ANDERSON,  TAPPAN,  KNIGHT, 
and  HENDERSON,  severally  gave  notice  of 
amendments  which  they  intended  to  propose  when 
the  bin  came  np  for  censideratien;  which  amend- 
menti',  with  those  of  the  committee,  were  ordered 
'  to  be  printed. 

BILLS  PASSED. 
The  .hill  for  creating  a  new  land  district  in  the 
State  of  Missouri,  and  for  changing  the  boondaries 
of  the  soathwettem  and  western  land  districts  in 
said  Slate; 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jess«  Carpenter;  and 
The  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitj^  "An  act  to 
amend  ibe  act  approved  May  13,  1800,  entitled 
'An  act  to  amend  an  act  entliled  'An  act  to  esta- 
blish the  jadicial  courts  of  the  United  States,' "  were 
severally  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  declare  the  rights  of  the  children  of 
the  dtizens  of  the  United  States  bom  abroacT,  was, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky,  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  b;  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Exfcative  busi- 
nesF;  and  in  about  an  hour  the  doors  were  again 
opened. 

The  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  Ui  pay  to  William  J.  Parham,  and 
other!',  for  atlroding  as  wi  ne^ses  to  e!>t;iblisb  the 
claims  of  the  stone  cutters  under  the  resolution  of 
21st  July,  1840,  wa«  considered  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  ai'd  on  the  qnettion  of  engro^Fment,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative.  So  the  resolution  was 
lost. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  at  7  o'clock  this 
evening. 

This  motion   was   rtropgly  urged   by  Messrs. 
HUBBARDand  WRIGHT,  but  before  the  que*. 
tioa  was  taken*,  a  motion  was  made  for  adjoorn- 
nent,  wbizh  was  carried— ayes  17,  nore  15. 
^■id  the  Sea*  te  adjogirned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
S*TttBDiT,  February  27, 1841. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the 
rules  in  relation  to  the  order  of  business  were  sua- 
pended,  and  the  House  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
ion  of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
NAVAL  SERVMJB  FOR  THE  YEAR  1841. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  appeal  of  Mr. 
EvAKS  from  the  decision  of  the  Ciaib,  which  was 
pending  yesterday  when  the  House  adjourned.      ■ 

Mr.  EVANS  withdrew  his  appeal;  and  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  from  the  13th  line 
thereof  the  words^  one  million  four  hundred  and 
twenty-ftvelhoasand  dollars,  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  fdltowing:  "two  million  dollan;  four 
hnndied  thousand  dollars  of  which  sum  shall  be 
expendedinbnildlngaad  equipping  war  steamers 
of  medium  size." 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment,  and  decided  in  die  affirmative— yeas 
94,  nays  80. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time; 

And  the  question  being  stated  en  its  passage, 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded,  put,  and  carried,  and  the  bill 
was  passed,  and  is  as  follows: 
A  FILL  nwUng  approprialiona  for  the  naral  •errlca  for  the 
year  one  thoiu^  eight  hundrad  and  foitjr-ooa. 

Bait  enaettd  by  tht  Senatt  and  Hmtt  af  Itepretenta- 
Uva  a/the  United  State* of  Amerieain  Congrem  aeeembled, 
That  ttw  foUowing  aurna  be  appiopriated,  in  aidtuon  to  the  on- 
expended  balancaa  of  formarappnptiatlona,  out  of  ar.y  unap- 
proptlatad  money  in  the  TreaBunr,  for  the  natal  aervlce,  for 
the  Tear  one  thouiand  eight  hundred  and  fnny-one,  vn: 

For  pay  of  conunlaaion,  warrant,  and  petty  officera,  and  aea- 
mea,.twomiUioaihi»ehiiadred  and  Ihirty-fira  thouaand  dol- 
law;  J. 

For  pay  of  ■aparintendeola,  naval  cooitructors,  and  all  the 
dvileMMiabmemaatUuienral  yaida,  forty  thouaand  dol- 
lan; 

For  pro»i«ona,  five  hundred  Ihooaanddollata; 

For  incteane,  npalr,  armament,  and  equipment  of  the  naty, 
and  wearandtear  ofToaaela  In  oommiMion,  two  million  dnl' 
lata;  four  hundred  ihouaand  ot  which  aum  ahall  be  expended 
in  building  and  equipping  war  tteamera  of  medium  aizti 

For  medidnea  and  aui^cal  inattumenia,  hoepital  itoraa,  and 
other  axpeoaea  ooaecount  of  the  aick,  thirty  thouaand  dollarr, 

For  improvement  and  neeeaiary  repainofiha  navy  yard  at 
Poriamouth,  New  Hampehlre,(Mteen  Ihouaand  dollaiaj 

For  Improrement  and  neeeaaary  repairs  of  the  navy  yard  at 
Oharleaiown,  llMaacbuaaua,  twanty-tlTa  thouaand  twojiundred 

For  improvement  and  neceaniy  repain  of  the  navy  yard  at , 
Brooklvn,  New  York,  forty-alx  thonaand  eight  hundred  dollars; 

For  bBprovement  and  neceaaaiv  repaira  of  the  navy  yard  at 
Philadelphia,  FenDaylvania,  five  thnoaand  four  hundred  doiiaraj 

For  improvement  and  neeeaaary  repaira  of  the  navy  yard  at 
WaahingtoD,  Diauict  of  Columbia,  atx  thouaand  aiz  hundred 

For  Improvement  and  neceeaary  repelraof  the  navy  wd  at 
Go«port,  Virginia,  twenty.nine  thouaand  four  hundred  dollara; 

For  Improvamf  nt  and  neeaaary  repain  of  the  navy  yard 
near  Penaaeola,  Florida,  twalvetboiiaaaddoUara; 

For  defnyinc  the  axpaaaea  that  may  accrue  for  the  foUowing 
purpoaea,  viz:  For  the  freight  and  traoaportalion  of  matottata 
and  atoree  of  every  4leacripuon;  for  wharfage  and  doclnge;  Mo^ 
race  and  rant;  travelllagezpaoaaaof  offlcera,  andtranaporuiion 
of  aeamen;  houae  rent  to  puraara,  when  duly  autlioniedi  for 
funeral  expenaea;  for  commiaaiona,  clerii  hire,  oincsreni,  ata- 
liaoerr.  and  fuel  u>  navy  agema;  for  praminma  ana  incidental 
expenaea  of  recruiting;  for  appraliendincdaaenera;  forcompen- 
saijon  to  Jodgaa  advoaaie;  for  per  diem  allowance  to  peteooa  at- 
landing  courta  mariial  and  coutta  of  Inquiry,  or  other 
aarvicaa  authorixed  by  law;  for  prinUng  aad  Kaupn- 
ery  of  every  deaerlption,  and  for  working  the  hUio- 
graphic  preaa;  for  book^.  mapa,  charta,  mathonaiical 
and  nautical  Inatruroeola,  chrooometeia,  modela,  and  draw- 
inga:  for  ihe  purchaae  and  repairoTflreeoghiaa and  machinery; 
for  the  repair  of  ateam  anginea  in  navy  yarda)  for  the  purchaae 
and  maintenance  of  oxan  and  horaea,_and  for  carta,  umber 
wheela,  and  workmen'a  ta<di 
of  laltanon  public  eervica; 
war:  for  taxaa  and  aaaeaamenia  oo  public  property; 
anca  rendered  to  veaaela  in  diatreea;  for  incidenui  labor  at  navy 
yarda,  not  applicable  to  any  other  appropriation;  forcoaland 
oiber  fnet,  and  for  candlaa  and  oil,  for  the  uae  of  navy  yai<da  and 
ahore  atauona,  and  for  nomher  object  or  purpoae  whatever,  four 
hundred  and  fitty  thouaand  dollaia;  ,  .    -. 

For  conUngent  expenaee  for  objecif  not  haraiBbefora  enume- 
rated, three  ihouaand  dollarv;  .,.„.._      .  «t  J 

For  neeeaaary  repaira  of  the  hoapital  building  at  (Thanea- 
lown,  Maaaachuielta,  one  thouaand  five  hundred  doUaia: 

For  neceoary  repaha  of  the  hoapllal  buUding  at  Brooklyn, 
N««  York,  three  ihouMuid  dollart; 

For  necapary  repaira  of  the  hoapital  building  at  Norfolk,  Vir. 
ginia,  two  Ibou'and  dollan;  .,._..„  ^      •., 

For  necwasry  repain  of  the  hoq>it«l  building  at  Penaacola, 
Florida,  oho  ihoui«nd  five  hundred  dollan; 

For  pav  of  offlcera,  noncommiaaioned  offlcera.  muaieiana, 
privaiee,  and  aervanta,  aerHne  on  ahore,  and  aubai«rnce  of offi- 
cen  o(  the  roariiHi  corpe,  one  hundred  andaeveniy  alx  iboonnd 
nine  hundred  and  iwenty-aeven  dol  l«l»| 

For  provbione  for  iho  non-romroieaioned  omcera,rnoatciana, 
privaiea,  and  aervani"  and  wa»herwomen  aerving  on  ihore,  f.irty- 
fiva  thouaand  and  finv-four  dollan; 

For  cloibing,  forty^hree  ^louaand  aix  hundred  ana  alxgr.two 

ForVoel,  aixteen  thouaand  two  hundred  and  aeventy-Mt 

For  ieepiog  barracka  in  repair,  and  for  rent  of  temporary 
bemcka  at  Aew  York,  aiz  thouaand  doUui; 


can  and  Doraea,  ana  lor  carta,  umuer 
I  ta<da  of  every  deecriptlon;  for  poalage 
■vica;  for  pOotan  and  towing  ahipa  of 
eaamenia  oo  public  property;  foraaalat- 


FoT  tiaoaportaiiaa  of  olBcara,  non-oommiaiinnail  oOeaif, 
muaieiana,  and  piivataa,  and  expenaea  of  recroitiog,  eipi  Ihou- 
aand dollan;  .    .  ,  .     

For  madieiiiea,  hoapital  aoppliea^  aorgical  iiiMniiBeala,  par- 
of  matron  andhoapiialatewarda,  foot  thouaand  ooa  handredaiM 
forty  dollara;  .  ,        _. 

Fir  military  atoraa,  pay  of  armenra,  keeping  arm*  In  J»T^< 
accoutrementa,  ordnance  aiorea,  llag^  diwna,  fifaa,  aad  other 
ibatrunenta,  two  thouaand  three  hundred  dollan;      - 

For  contingent  expenaea  of  aaid  corpa,  vix:  for  Iraight, 
foniage,  toll,  wharfage,  and  cartage;  for  per  diem  allowa«co  for 
aitaiM&ogcouna-mattialakdcouruofinqaby,  compeaaaiian  to 
iudgea-advocale,  houae  rent  where  there  are  no  public  quarten 
awuned,  per  djem  allowance  to  anliaisd  men  oo  cooauiu  latwr, 
upoMea  of  burying  deceaaed  matiim^  p(intii«,  eiaUonery,  for- 
aia,  poetage  on  public  letiera,  expenaea  in  pursuit  ofdaaarten, 
Sndleo  and  oil,  straw,  barrack-fnmhure,  hod-a«*a,  andea, 
Bxea,  ahoaela,  picka,  carpenter'a  loota,  and  for  keeping  a  hone 
fur  the  meausger,»evenlceB  tlwaaaod  nine  buodred  aad  eltfur 

*  On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES,  of  Virgwia,  tfare 
House  resolved  itself  into  Commiltpe  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  CosHwa,  in  the 
chair,)  and  took  op  ihe  bill  making  apprt^mations 
for  the  

SUPPORT  OF  THS  ARMY  FOE  THE  YEAK  19«. 

The  bill  was  read;  when 

Mr.  DAVIS  of  Indiana  offerred  the  follewing 
Amendment,  to  come  in  after  the  91si  line,  vir. 

"For  the  «ontintiance  of  the  Cumberiand  road 
through  the  States  ot  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois, 
1300,000,  to  be  Mib^oted  to  all  the  resttictions  and 
limitations  of  former  appropriations." 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virgihia  suggested  that  the 
amendment  was  not  in  order,  being  a  subjectdififer- 
ent  from  that  nnder  debate. 

Mr.  DAVIS  of  Indiana  said,  Aat  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  would  waive  his  point  of  order, 
he  would  be  satisfied  to  have  the  vote  taken  upon 
the  araeodment  without  debate. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  amendment  was 

in  order.  .   ,        ^    ,    . 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  appealed  from  the  deoi- 

aion;  and  .«    «    ^    j    -  • 

Oa  the  question  being  taken.  Shall  the  deetsion 
of  the  CiutE  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Hoaset 
It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative— ayes  85,  nays  54. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  then  taken, 
by  tellers,  and  rejected— ayes  77,  noes  84. 

Mr.   HUNT   moved   to   amend  by   Inserting   ■ 
<100,000  for  the  improvement  of  the  naviga'ion  of 
the  Hudson  liver,  the  money  to  be  expended  nnder 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  amendment  being  Tuled  out  of  order  bj  the 

Chub,  .      ,    .  • 

Mr.  HUNT  look  an  appeal,  bnt  the  deenum 
of  the  Chair  was  suitained. 

Mr.  MOORE  moved  to  amend,  hy  msertmg  af- 
ter the  49th  line,  an  appropriation  of  f40,000  for 
removing  obsUuctions  in  Red  River;  which  amend- 
ment was  likewise  decided  by  Ihe  Chaib  to  be  out 

oforder.  ,  .^    .    _, 

Mr.  ORINNBLL  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting 
|7,500  for  the  purchase  or  manufacture  of  repeat- 
ing fire  arms,  nnder  the  direetion  of  the  Secretary 
ofWar.  ,  ^    ^ 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  moved  further  to 
amend  by  substitming  #20,000,  and  inserting  the 
word  "Colt's"  before  the  word  "repeating." 

After  some  discussion  between  Meftrs.  WAD- 
DY THOMPSON  and  SMITH  of  Maine,  die 
foimer  modified  his  amendment  bf  sinking  oat  the 
word  "Coil's."  . 

After  some  debate  of  rather  a  discursive  eharae- 
ter  on  a  point  of  order,  the  question  was  taken  on 
the  smendmeot  of  Mr.  Thompsoh  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  onthe  aveMiaeDt 
of  Mr.  GaiNMELL,  and  it  was  also  rejected. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  then  moved  the  foltow- 
int  amendment  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  aad 
Means,  to  come  in  after  the  end  of  the  bil!: 

"For  preventiD*  and  suppressing  hostilities  Ih 
Florida,  to  be  etpended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  conformably  to  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress of  the  19(h  of  March,  1636,  and  the  actt 
therein  referred  to,  viz:  for  foraee,  for  fireigbt  ex 
transportation  of  military  .supplies  erf  every  descrip- 
tion, from  the  places  of  porcbste  to  Florida;  for  the 
pnreha.<«  of  wajeons  and  harqen,  ( f  boats  and 
lighters,  and  other  vessel?;  of  h^rjee,  mules,  and 
oxen,  to  keep  up  the  trains;  ot  tool«,  leather,  and 
other  materials  forrapairf;  for  iransponaifon  with- 
in Florida,  iaeluding  the  line  of  8ieamlx>ats  end 
other  vcseels  for  senriee  in  tiM  tim^  wad  w  1» 
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,  wid  the  expenses  of  mainiaiiuBg  the  several 
steamboats  «id  tmasport  tobooneis  oonnected  with 
tbe  «peratioii8  of  the  •nttyi  for  bwe  of  mechanics, 
mnle  drivers,  teamsters,  aad  other  as^isttnis,  in* 
elndiog  ibeir  sabsiitence;  for  miscellaneoas  and 
AOBiiiigeiit  charges,  and  for  arrearages  in  1^40,  one 
aaillion  sixty-one  ibenaand  eight  hondred  anlt  six- 
teeil  dollars.*' 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  to  strike  oat  the  sum  in  the 
aneodmeat,  and  to  insert  |1,666,906  30. 

Mr.  JQNBS  made  some  remarks  in^  explaAalioa, 
aAer  which 
-  Mr.  MASON  gave  bis  views. 

The  hoitr  of  two  and  a  half  o'doek  hanng  ar- 
rivad,  the  Hoose  tock  its  osnal  recess. 

[SYXHINO  SBSSIOil.] 

After  the  recess,  the  qaeaiion  being  on  tbe,amend- 
neat  of  Mr.  Evams, 

Mr.  DOWNINO  addressed  the  eoBunittee  at  some 
length  on  tbe  snbjeet  of  ibe  military  operations  in 
Flonda. 

Mr.  DAWSON  then  toggested  to  Mr.  Evars 
tbe  ptopnety  of  iaacasing  the  sum,  by  adding 
^50.000  dne  to  Georgia. 

Mr.  CRABB  made  a  similar,  suggestion  on  tbe 
fart  of  Alabama. 

After  some  explanations  from  Messis.  DOWN- 
INQ,  EVANS,  JONES.  MORGAN,  QHAVES, 
and  DAWSON,^ 

The  qneeiiott  was  taken  on  the  ameadment.  of 
Mr.  BvAMS,  and  ii  was  rejected — ayes  73,  noes  76. 

Hie  question  &dn  recurring  on  the  section  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  it 
va*  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CRABB  then  referred  to  the  services  of  the 
Alabama  aiilitia.  The  State  had  paid  them 
(130,000,  and  presented  her  claim  here;  but  as  it 
stiil  remained  before  tbe  Committee  of  Claims,  be 
desiied  to  sabmit  an  amendment  to  this  bill. 

The  CHAIR  inqaired  wbeiher  there  was  a  tland- 
jDg  law  for  these  expenditures. 

Mr.  CRABB  said  there  bad  been,  but  there  was 
some  irretniarity  in  theTooehen,  and  therefore  be 
wished  the  claim  settled  on  principles  of  eqoi^  aitd 
jtistioe. 

Mr.  JONES  inured  for  the  law. 

Mr.  CRABB  said  there  was  a  general.Iaw  for 
the  payment  of  militia,  when  called  into  the  service 
of  the  United  Slates,  at  |8  a  month. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  there  was  no  other  aw 
than  iltat  ander  which  the  militia  of  Mass^chtuetls 
and  other  Slates  had  been  paid, 

Mr.  TILUNQHAST  objected  to  Hie  amend- 
ment as  being  for  past  services,  while  the  appropii- 
aiiioOB  in  the  bill  were  fuinre 

Hw  CHAIR  prononsced  the  amendment  out  of 
Aider. 

Mr.  CRABB  iherenpoa  withdrew  it. 

The  committee,  then  rose,  and  the  bill  wasrepoil- 
•d  to  the  Honse. 

And  the  qnsstion  being  on  concurring  in  the 
amendments  report^  to  the  bill- 
Mr.  CHAPfilAN  moved  the  previous  question. 

Tbe  call  was  sostained-f-aycs  93,  noes  85. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  and  oarriedj 
and  the  main  question  being  on  the  amendmeni, 
(viz:  the  new  section  for  the  Florida  war,)  it  was 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  thenordered  to  its  third  leading.  It 
was  read  a  third  time;  when 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  the  previous  question. 

Which  was  seconded,  pat,  and  carried,  and  the 
hill  was  passed. 

The  whole  amount  appropriated  in  the  hill  is 
#5,375,»19. 

;Mr.  JONES  moved  lo  suspend  the  mles  to  go 
into  Committee  of  tbe  Wbele  on  the  state. of  the 
Union,  wjth  a  view  to  take  up  the  General  loditn 
Appropriation  Bill,  bat  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Bbix  he  suspended  tbe  motion  till  Mr.  B.  had  re- 
ported the  followed  bills  from,  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affitirr,  viv 

A  bill  to  defray  the  expense  of  delegations  of 
Seminole  ludiaos  west  of  tbe  Mississippi  to  Floii- 
da,  and  for  other  purposes. 

A  biU  making  appropriations  for  the  temporary 
sappon  of  ecttain  desiiuiie  Kickapoo  Indians,  and 
10  defirtjr  t)ie  axpenMn  of  rciRovvig.  and  -eubsMiag 


for  a  limited  time  tbe  Swan  creek  and  Black  river 
Indians  of  Michigan.  , 

These  bills  were  read. and  referred  to  theCon^ 
millee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  lb*  tJnion. 

THE  INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  JONES  then  renewed  his  mqlion,  which  was 
agreed  lo,  and  the  House  went  into  Committee  of 
(be  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uniim,  (Mr.  DaoM- 
ooouE  in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill,  which  was  read  ihronghoat  by  the 
Clerk  for  fatformation. 

Tbe  bill  was  taken  up  by  items.  -   , 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  moved  the  fidlowing 
amendment: 

"For  predate  for  Indians  nader  fte  same  act, 
#5,000." 

After  some  remarks  for  Mr.  S.  in  support  of  his 
amendment,  . 

Mr.  JONES  opposed  &t  amendment,  on  die 
crotmd  that  the  whole  amount  of  presents  to  the 
Indians  was  limited  t^  $5,000.  Though  this  item 
has  been  introduced  into  previous  bills,  from  year 
to  year,  it  had  been  iiMdverie&tly  done.  The  law, 
when  rigidly  rxtolned,  would  be  found  not  to  war- 
rant the  annual  appropriation.  - 

Mr.  RARIDEN  explainedi'Ttht  withholding  of 
the  money  would  not  injure  tbe  Indians,  as  the 
money  ultimately  fell  into  the  hands  of  agents  and 
sub-agents;  and  the  Indians  were  more  injured-than 
Iienefiied  by  the  practice. 

Mr.  EVERETT  considered  the  act  as  distribo- 
ting  ^,000  eiuiaaUy.  ^  It  was  so  intended  at  the 
time,  andhsd  been  so  understood  ever  since.  The 
bill  made  permanent  provi&ion  for  the  ladian  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  PROE'FIT  inquired  whether  any  law  allowed 
part  of  the  aimnities.te  be  paid  tQ  Uie  Indians  in 
goodst 

Mr.  JONES  said  this  was  aecording  lo  each 
treaty;  tbe  payments  ware  variously  made. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  said  the  law  was  daily  violated; 
he  had  conducted  Indians  under  one  of  the  treaties, 
and  knew  that  mora  than  half  the  annuity  of  the 
Pottawatamies  was  forced  on  them  in  goods,  al- 
though the  treaty  specified  that  they  should  be  paid 
in  (old  and  stiver.  Mr.  F.  made  other  statemenu 
in  which  he  contended  that  the  Department  had 
not  acted  up  to  the  treaties. 

Mr.  JONES  asked  Mr.  Paomr  tospedfy  a  par 
ticnlar  treaty. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  said  that,  in  1837,  the  treaty 
with  the  Fottawatamies  promised  goldand  silver, 
and  was  paid,  by  force,  in  goods,  charged  at  enor- 
mous prices! 

Mr.  JONE^  (aid  at  Ue  proper  time  he  would 
convince  Mr.  P.  that.he  was  misiakea.  -  He  denied 
that  tbe  law  for  presents  was  intended  to  operate 
annually.       ___ 

Mr.  EVERETT  inasted  on  an  opposite  con- 
stmctfaiD. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  confirmed  the  view  of 
Mr.  Evanrrr,  intimating  tfaattbeprovisionsof  that 
law  were  p*rmanent. 

Mr.  JONES  would  not  yield,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  negatived. 

Mr  DODGE,  Delagate  from  Iowa,  moved  lo  in- 
sert an  item  o/  $800  for  tbe  hire  of  a  derk  for  the 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  north  of  the  Misr 
'soari  river. 

Mr.  JONES  objected  on.  the  ground  that  there 
was  DO  Isw  fnr  it 

Mr.  DODGE  mentioned  the  need  of  the  sppio- 
priation.  but  it  wai  rejected. 

Mr.  JONES  mnved  to  reduce  the  items  for  the 
Cbo«taw8  from  (50  950  lo  $44,950;  which  was 
atrrerd  to:  to  rrduce  the  item  for  the  Omabas  from 
^,440  to  |I,140:  to  increase  the  item  for  ihe  Ot- 
toes  and  Missoorias  from  #3,140  to  #5,640;  all  of 
which  were  agreed  lo.  • 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through  with,  was 
laid  aside  to  be  reported  lo  the  House,  and  the 
committee  took  up  the  bill  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  th*  del<>cation  of  the  Seminole  Indians  we>t  of 
the  Mississippi. 

No  amendments  being  offered  to  the  bill,  Ihe 
cemmittee  next  look  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain Kickapoo  Indians  and  Blsck  River  Indians  of 
Missoori;  which  was  in  like  manner  laid  aud^. 

^r.  UNDERWOOD  made  an  effort  to  get  th« 


Senate  bUl  for  removing  the  raft  in  Bed  liver  lakea 
1^,  bat  withoat  soecees.' 

Mr.  JONES  moved  that  tbe  committee  rise} 
which  prevailing, 

Tbe  committee  rose  accordingly,  and  the  biUs 
considered  in  commiuee  were  reported  to  the  Housi, 
the  amendments  concurred  in,  the  bills  read  a  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  ihe  Senate. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  made  an  effort  to  get  the  hour  of 
meeting  changed  to  10  o'clock,  acd  to  set  apart 
two  hours  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  for  private 
bills.  The  motion  requiriag  two-ihirdd  of  the 
House,  tellers  were  called,  and  Iha  vole  stood — 
ayes  91,  noes  34.  The  rules  were  suniended  to  re- 
ceive tbe  motion.    Ii-wss  received  ana  read. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  to  amend  it  by  strik- 
mg  out  the  daiise  respecting  private  bills;  on  which 
motion  tiillers  were  called,- and  the  vote  stood— «pe8 
36,  noes  93. 

So  the  smendment  was  negatived.  ,r 

The  question  being  then  put  oil  the  lesolation, 
no  Quorum  toted;  when 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  adjourn;  which  prevailing, 

Hie  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
^  MoMDAT,  March  1, 1841. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  tbe  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  RoFDS  Cboats,  elected  by  the  Legidatue  of 
the  Bute  of  Massaohuseus  a  Senator  from  that 
Slate  for  the  unexpired  term  occasioned  by  the  re- 
si^ation  ofthe  Hon.  Dabicl  WaasTKR. 

Mi'.  CHOATE  appeared,  was  qoalified,  and 
took  bis  seau 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  sabmittad.a  comnm- 
nieation  from  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy  in  reply  to 
a  resolution  of  tbe  Senate-  of  the  38th  nltin.o;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LINN  preseoied  the  memorial  of  the  mnni- 
cipal  authorities  of  St.  Louis,  praying  an  appropri- 
ation for  tbe  improvement  of  their  harbor;  which 
was  re&rredto'ihe  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  two  memorials  of  citi- 
zens of  Michigan,  praying  the  passage  sf »  general 
bankrupt  law;  which  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said  be  had  some  days  since 
iQetttiened  that  no  memorials  had  been  presented 
from  New  Hponpsbire  on  the  subject  of  a  general 
bankrupt  law.  Sioce  the  adjonrnmeat  of  the  Se- 
nate on  Saitarday,  be  had  received  a  memorial  from 
the  county  of  Coos  on  the  subject.  It  appeared 
that  a  circqlar,  printed  in  New  York,  had  been  re- 
ceived at  Lancaster,  in  that  coonty,  acd  reqaesting 
tbe  postmaster  at  that  place  to  use  his  exertioas  to 
procure  signatures  to  it.  Instead  of  this,  aiemon- 
siranee  had  been  drawn  up  against  tbe  passage  of 
any  banhnipt  law,  which  was  signed  by  many  re- 
spectable citizens.  Mr.  H.  then  preeeaied  the  me- 
morial; which  was  ordered  lobe  printed. 

BIr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  membrit>lof  ciii- 
aeos  of  Chauuque  county,  New  York,  remonstrai- 
iog  against  the  passage  ot  a  bankrupt  law;  which 
was  laid  on  tbe  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FULTON,  the  papers  of 
of  William  J.  Parham  were  permitted  to  be 
withdraws  fiom  tbe  files  of  tbe  Senate. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  refeired  (be  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  East  Florida,  reiiionstrating  against  4he 
cesticn  of  any  portion  of  their  Territory  to  the 
Seminole  Indians,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  th« 
farther  consideration  (hereof;  which  wss  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said  tbe  only  subject  andis- 
posed  of.  by  that  committee  was  a  bill  which  had 
been  referred  to  it  for  tbe  relief  of  William  R. 
Htvif,  which  he  was  insiracted  to  report  wiihoat 
ameoomeni. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Oommiiiee  on  Indian 
Affiits,  to  « hich  wat  referred  memorials  remon- 
strating agaiuKi  the  execution  of  Ihe  treaty  with  tbe 
Seneca  Indians,  taid  as  no  appropaiJon  would  be 
aakei  at  the  preeent  session  lo  carry  the  treaty  into 
effect,  he  had  been  instructed  by  the  oommitlee  to 
ask  to  be  discharged  from  their  fuilhrr  considera- 
tion; which  was  agreed,  to. 

RELATIONS  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  was  iostruoteA  by  the 
Committee  on  Foteiga  Rflaiions  lo  move  to  be  dis- 
cluuged  from  the  conadettUon  of  the  reaolatioA 
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trhioh  Ind  been  tefened  to  that  eomminee,  *'r«- 
qoestiDg  the  Prrsident  to  oommaniute  to  the  Se- 
nate, if  not  ioeompaiible  with  (he  pablic  interesr, 
•njr  cormpondeDca  which  may  liave  lalcea  place 
between  ihis  Qoreniment  and  ibat  of  Great  Britain 
relative  to  the  Monbeastem  boundary,  not  hereto- 
fore oottmnnicttod  to  the  Senate. " 

He  would  state,  with  is  much  breyity  as  posai- 
ble,  the  reasons  ^ieh  bad  indnoed  the  committee 
to  believe  tbat  it  woaM  be  inexpedient,  at  the  pre- 
•ent  moment,  to  publish  the  -correspondence  to 
which  the  re^ntion  referred. 

It  w«nld  be  recollected  by  Senators  who  had 
directed  their  attention  to  (his  snbjcot,  that 
in  coBseqaenee  of  the  CorrespoBdeoce  alrea- 
dy pnbtished  between  the  two  Goveroment?, 
and  to  whicli  he  need  not  partienlarly  refer, 
it  became  the  dnty  of  Great  Britain  to  submit 
to  our  GoTemment  the  projet  of  a  eonvention  for 
the  settlement  of  this  long  disputed  boundary 
question.  This  doty  had  been  performed  by  tbe 
British  Government  in  the  month  of  May,  1839. 
The  President  did  not  approve  of  this  proposed 
convention,  chiefly  becatise  it  contained  no  ulti- 
mate provision  which  mast  inevitably  and  finally 
detetmine  the  oonuovetsy  between  the  two  conn- 
tries.  Indeed,  from  its  character,  it  was  qD<te  pro- 
bable thai,  bad  it  been  adopted,  it  would  not  have 
prodnced't^  result  so  much  to  4>e  desired.  And 
the  President  was  firmly  convinced,  considering  the 
long  delay — the  high  state  of  mntual  irritation  ex- 
isting along .  tbe  border,  and  the  imminrni  dan- 
ger of  aetaal  eolUsioB,  that  tbe  interest!  of  both 
parties  imperatively  demanded  the  adoption  of  such 
treaty  stipnlatioiis  as  most  necessarily  malie  an 
«od  of  the  qaeeiioR.  The  British  Government 
bad  since  nneqaivocally  coincided  with  the  Piesi- 
dent  in  tliese  sentiments,  and  the  two  Governments 
bad  already  agreed  apon  the  essential  points  of  a 
convention  based  npon  these  princ^>les.  and  alike 
advantageous  and  bonoitafale  to  both.  Tnere  were 
still  some  provisions  of  this  oonvention,  of  com- 
paratively minor  importance,  and  iorolving  detail 
rather  than  ptineiple,  which  had  not  yet  been 
agreed  upon;  bet  if  it  were  the  sincere  desire  of 
both  parties,  as  he  believed  it  was,  to  arrive  at  an 
amieaUeconelasion,  the  negotiation  most  soon  be 
snoeessfnlly  terminated.  Under  these  peculiar  cir- 
.camstances,  the  eommitlee  believed  tbat  it  could  do 
■o  good  to  either  party,  whilst  it  might  be  embar- 
rassing to  both  Governments,  to  publish  to  the 
world  the  correspondence  and  the  different  prejets 
and  connter  projets  of  treaties  which  had  passed  be- 
tween them. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  his  official  position  in  the  Seoa'e 
had  afforded  him  free  access  to  all  this  correspon- 
dsnoe.  He  had  examined  it  with  care,  and  would 
DOW  frankly  state  the  impression  which  it  had  made 
on  his  mted.  Although  he  would  not  pretend  to 
say  tbat  there  Were  no  ogsent  of  war  in  the  condnct 
of  iIm  Biitisk  Government  on  our  Noithrm  fron- 
tier, yet  this  he  should  assert,  with  mndi  confi- 
dence; that  in  the  negotiation  ittelf  relative  to  our 
Northeastern  boundary,  nothing  had  occurred  in- 
consistent with  the  s  ncere  and  anxious  desite-which 
had  always  been  professed  by  that  Goremment  to 
preserve  tbe  puce  which  now  so  happily  salKlsted 
between  the  two  countri*',  aod  to  bring  the  ques- 
tion to  a  fioal  and  satisfactory  cooclotion.  Proba- 
bly this  exprcrsioa  might  be  too  strong,  and  he 
o«ght  to  have  qualified  the  general  terms  he  hsd 
used,  by  excepting  the  delays  we  had  expe- 
rioLced  from  the  tardy  movements  of  the  British 
Qoremmeni  at  every  stage  in  tbe  progress  of  the 
negotiation.  Still  he  felt  himself  jostified  in  using, 
at  the  present  moment,  the  language  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  his  me&sage  at  the  commencement  of 
the  resaion;  that,  "from  the  character  of  tbe 
points  slHl  in  difference,  and  the  undoubted  disposi- 
tion of  both  paniet  to  bring  the  matter  to  an  e  irly 
conelosion,  I  look  with  entire  confidence  to  a 
prompt  and  satisfactory  termination  of  tbe  ntf;oiia- 
liott."  He  had  reason  to  believe  that  such  were 
still  the  aaiieipa^ioos  nf  the  President  in  regard  to 
the  Norih'-astern  bonndaiyqntstinn. 

Adr.  B.  said  that  on  ti.e  present  occasion  be 
^hould  purposely  refrain  from  the  expression  of 
iioy  opinion  in  regard  to  the  esse  of  the  steamboat 
Cwoliae.    Thi«  was  rendered  mtnectifisary  by  the 


Aut  that  aU  the  correspondence  in  relation  to  this 
subject,  of  any  general  imponanee,  had  already 
been  published,  aod  each  Senator  had  the  same 
means  of  formiog  an  opinion  which  be  himself  en- 
joyed. There  was  no  truth  whatever  in  the  rumor 
now  so  current,  that  there  had  been  an  angry  cor- 
respondence between  the  British  Minister  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  since  the  date  of  the  last  corre- 
spondence  between  them,  now  before  the  public 
There  was  no  foundation  for  this  rumor.  It  was 
true  that,  siace  that  time,  a  single  note,  bearing 
npon  this  subject,  had  been  addresoed  by  .Mr.  Fox 
to  Mr.  Forsytb,  which  the  latter  bad  answered;  bat 
this  note  and  answer  were  of  so  little  importance, 
that  he,  Mr.  B.  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  call 
for  their  publication,  and  their  tone  was  far  from 
being  of  an  angiry  character. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Ky.said,  the  most  important  point 
related  to  the  adjustment  of  the  I^^ortbeastem  boun- 
dary, and  in  order  to  produce  a  definite  settlement 
of  that  question,  there  had  been  proposals  made 
for  its  reference  to  arbitration,  as  had  been  staled 
by  tbe  chairman,  and  the  priaoiples  which  should 
regolate  a  matter  of  that  nature  had  been  agreed 
to,  with  the  exception  of  sume  comparatively  on- 
important  poinu  With  respect  to  the  caaie  d  the 
Caraiin«,  there  had  been  some  delay;  and  tbe  Go- 
vernment had  not  received  any  satisfactory  answer 
as  to  the  fact  whether  that  capture 'within  oar  juris- 
diction was  by  order  of  the  Qovemmeol  of  Great- 
Britain.  As  to  the  case  of  McLeod,  he  was  not 
very  well  informed  about  it.  Whether  there  bad 
been  any  comnranication  between  the  Executive 
and  the  Governor  of  New  York,  he  knew  not;  bat 
his  opinion  was,  that  there  ought  to  have  been 
a  request  trom  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Go- 
vernment'of  New  York,  if  ihey  persevered  in  trying 
thisman,  that  he'be  bi  ought  to  a  place  where  he 
can  have  a  fair  and  impartial  trial;  and  whatever 
should  be  the  result  of  that  trial,  that  his  personal 
safety  shonld  be  put  beyond  all  qneslion.  Bnt 
without  any  such  request,  a  sense  of  propriety 
would  prompt  the  Government  of  New  York  to 
take  (hat  couise  without  suggestion  from  any 
qaarter.  He  [Mr.  CLiv]  was  iii  hopes  the  man 
would  have  a  fair  trial;  and  he  hoped,  as  he.al- 
ways  did,  that  the  rcsnlt  of  tbe  evidence  of  that 
trial  would  be  soch  as  would  satisfy  the  jury  of  the 
country  of  the  innocence  of  the  man,  and  that  he 
would  be  acqniited.  With  lespeet  to  tbe  captures 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  he  took  it  that  satisdctory 
explanations  could  be  made,  for  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain  should  understand  that  this  country 
will  not  submit  to  the  rizht  of  search,  which  was 
the  cause  of  the  last  war.'  Bnt  the  general  eha- 
rasler  of  our  relations  was  such  that,  and  from 
what  he  had  heard  and  seen  out  of  doors  rather 
than  from  what  had  occerred  in  this  and  the  Mother 
brandi  of  Congress,  his  opinion  was  that  they 
Would  not' require  any  special  mission  whatever. 
The  ordinary  mtnister  accredited  to  Great  Britain, 
would  be  qaite  competent  to  the  diteharge  of  all 
tbe  special  duties  that  would  devolve  upon  him. 
He  vonld  ad-^  farther  that  in  refetence  to  the  state 
of  the  relations  between  this  conntry  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, he  had  not  began  to  think  of  the  possibility  of 
any  immediate  war  with  Great  Britain.  But 
while  he  said  this,  he  hoped  be  would  not  be  un- 
derstood as  saying  that  he  hoped  to  avoid  any  pre-' 
paiatien  which  might  be  necessary  in  tbe  event  of 
the  assertion  of  oar  rights,  or  any  pre:en»ioos,  what- 
ever quarter  Ibey  might  come  from  abroad*.  No;  he 
looked  upon  the  cindiiion  of  oar  navy  and  the 
want  of  steam  batteries,  and  the  absence  of  all 
tho»e  fioating  means  of  defence,  as  matters  of  just 
and  deep  concernment;  and  he  did  hope  they 
would  have  a  very  early  and  constant  attention, 
that  the  country  might  be  prepared  fur  any  potsi- 
ble  eaiergency.  He  would  close  by  repeating  the 
expression  of  his  hope,  (hat  there  woald  be  no  im- 
mediate cau.*>e  of  war;. and  he  believed  both  Go- 
vernments were  animated  by  a  desire  to  preseive 
peace,  which  was  so  essential  to  the  happiness  of 
botk 

The  question  wai  then  taken  on  discharging  the 
committee  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  it  was  aureed  to. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  rose  and  slated  his  ptirpose 
ID  be  to  plaoe  before  the  Senate  the  fnota  in  nitf 


tion  to  the  senttmeats  of  Mr.  WKBsrca  in  i^gwi 

to  the  constiiutiooal  povrer  of  tbe  Ooverament  ovc« 
the  iraasportatien  of  slave*  from  one  State  M 
another. 

Jllr.  PHELPS  interposed  a  point  of  order,  wkieh 
was  subsequently  withdrawn,  and  a  debala  ana* 
in  whieh  Mee^grs.  CUTHBBRT,  PHK.PS,  KINO, 
PRESTON.  CLAY  of  Kentucky,  RIVES,  BU« 
CHANAN,  WALKER,  and  WRIGHT,  partiet- 
pated;  at  the  conclusion  of  which, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  Senate  md- 
joained  to  mee(  again  5  o'clock  Ihia  cveniBg. 

[Bvxmvo  SnetoH.] 
THE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr,  WRIGHT,  the  Senate 
took  np,  as  in  committee  of  tbe  whole,  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  ftivU  and  diploautia 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  1841. 

Mc  WRIGHT  said  tbe  fiist  qoesikw  in  older 
woold  be  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  oomp 
mittee,  and  he  hoped  they  would  be  acted  onintfaait 
order.  He  then  briefly  exidained  the  first  < 
meat,  which  proposed  to  Umit  the  fees  of 
officers  of  the  Untied  States  courts. 

Mr.'SMlTH  of  Indiana  oppoced  the  introdnc- 
tion  of  fee  bills  into  an  appropciaiioa  bill:  it  waaa 
subject,  he  thought,  which  required  more  delibcra- 
tioQ  than  they  were  then  able  to  bestow  upon  it.    . 

Mr.  PHELPS  also  advocated  the  passage  of  Ih* 
usual  appropriation  bill,  and  the  poBtpenemeat  olT 
this  question  to  a  future  occasion.  He  was  of 
opinion  many  officers  were  too  highly  compeMtued; 
but  then,  'Within  forty-eight  boat*  of  lb*  eleae  «( 
the  session,  they  could  not  give  the  salq'eet  the  «m> 
•ideratioik  it  rtquited. 

Mr.  fiBNTON  was  in  favor  of  the  liAttatioB 
proposed  to  be  placed  on  these  fees  and  salarie*. 
He  was  opposed  to  tbe  whola  idea  of  maUnc  fot> 
tunes  out  of  tbe  pablic  service.  He  was  willing  W 
allow  to  every  person  employed  by  the  GovemnteDt 
a  fair  compeasation  for  hi^  service;  he  was  willing 
to  give  the  person  employed  by  the  year,  as  well 
<ts  the  day  laborer,  a  fair  aod  liberal  remanemtioii 
for  bis  lime  aod  service;  but  he  scouted  the  whole 
idea  of  making  fortunes  out  of  offices.  It  ts  not 
for  that  purpose,  said  be,  that  offices  were  created. 
They  were  created  for  tlie  public  good,  and  not  fw 
individual  emolomeitt;  and  thoee  who  wanted  for- 
lanes  should  \bok  for  them  elsewhere— should 
look  for  tbem  in  their  own  exertions,  and 
in  the  pursuits  of  trade  and  bctsioess.  No  good 
had  resulted  to  the  public  from  (he<*  pt»/i  salariesi 
on  the  contrary,  the  greatest  defalcations  bad  hap- 
pened where  (be  fees  and  salaries  were  greatosL 
'fhe  idea  of  getting  rich  suddenly  too  ofmn  led  to 
tpecnlaiioos  and  adventores,  wh'dt  ended  ia  the 
application  of  the  pablic  moneys  to  private  vam] 
Fair  and  reasonable  compesstttion  was  all  (hat 
ought  to  be  allowed. ,  Besides  the  inbereat  objee- 
tion  to  extravagant  ailaries,  and  their  tendency  to 
lead  officers  into  speculations  and  (he  use  of  the 
pnblio  money,  there  was  another  objection  (o  (hem, 
arising  from  their  tendency  to  increase  the  durst  for 
office,  and  to  bring  improper  characters  to  ai^ly  for 
tbem.  When  a  fortune  is  (o  Mlow  office,  (lie  desire 
for  it  is  increased.  The  most  avaricioos  become  (ha 
mos(  clamorous.  They  devo(e  themsrivrs  to  io 
acquisition.  They  enter  (he  field  for  (heeaodi* 
date  from  whom  (hey  expect  reward.  They  span 
no  means,  fair  or  foal,  to  elec(  him.  If  ihey  sao- 
ceed  in  the  election,  they  go  and  demand  a  reward, 
as  if  Ibey  bad  been  working  for  wages,  and  become 
dissatisfied  if  they  do  not  get  it.  There  is  enough 
in  the  honors  of  office,  and 'in  tbe  aitraetioos  of  a 
reasonable  salary,  to  bring  sufficient  beat  aadalrtfa 
into  our  electtODs  There  is  no  necessity  for  add* 
ing  to  these  inducements  by  setting  np  tottmnnw 
reward  the  exertions  of  political  adveotarew. 
Th  !re  is  no  necessity  lo  whet  the  appetites,  or  to 
stimnlate  the  pastion^,  or  to  increase  the'«zei4iOiM 
of  the  office  seeking  corps.  -  They  sirs  numeibta  _ 
enough,  ardent  eaoagh,  zealous  enongh  in  eMfr'  * 
lions,  and  imponaoaie  enough  afVer  sleotietii%re 
ov(>r,  without  requiring  the  prize  of  afbrhiae  t»%e 
added  10  the  'honors  and  ordinary  eeaohtmeDH  <tf 
office.  Sadi  fees  and  salaries  as  those  meatioMd— 
twenty— forty— «iity—«irtty  -Ihtfasaad  doUai»~: 
oagUWte  •omikd.    They  exetta  oapidJ^  (ct 
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did 


«ilce,  l«d  to  extra vaganee,  are  eonlrary  to^lhe  I* 
frugal  character  of  onrOoTemmem,  and  lend  to  li 
beget  a  sordid  and  mereeDary  spirit  in  cor  eleciiMi;. 
7^  land  office  emolaments  had  all  been  litnited  in 
■tenevir  States;  the  cttstom-hoiKe,  marshate)  and 
others  should  be  limited  in  the  old-  States. 

Mr.  B.  £akl  ths  present  was  a  snitable  oecaston 
to  falfll  a  promise  which  be  had  made  a  few  dajrs 
ago,  in  replying  (o  some  very  disinterested  and  pa- 
triotic sentiments  delivered  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Cafoltnar,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  cham- 
ber [Mr.  PtaAON.]  That  Senator  bad  then  deli- 
vered very  (xaellent  sentiments  in  relation  to  re-> 
movals  flrom  ofBee — had  denoiinced  the  spoils 
doctrine — htd  declared  that  proscription  was  itself 
to°  be  prDseri<>ed— that  benceronh  there  were  to  be 
no  removals  for  c  pinion's  sake — no  faithful  officer 
tnrned  ontio  raak»Toom  fbr  a  political  fiiend— no 
diangea  except  for'mijcondnct — and  that  the  new 
Adminislralion,  in  all  this,  would  the  reverse  of 
the  {tiesent  and' the  last  passed.  I  took  occasion 
apon  the  instant,  (said  Mr.  B.)  to  correct  that  Se- 
nator, so  far  as  the  State  of  Missouri  watf  con- 
(jemed;  and  to  let  him  know  that  proscription  for 
opinion's  sake  had  never  been  practiced  by  the 
pa^ed  01*  preient  Administration  ia  that  State — 
that  BO  removals  had  been  made  there  except  for 
cause — thai  many  pblilical  opponents  bad  been  re- 
anpointed  to  the  offices  which  they  had  filled — that 
t&i  sp(d1a  doctrine  had  never  been  practised  npon 
ther^— that  this  was  known  to  every  body  in  Idis- 
sauri,  and  should  be  kaown  to  every  bcdy  here; 
and  that  be  wonld  take  a  snitable  occasion  to  veiify 
Ibis  statement  by  a  rfference  to  eslablikhtd  facts. 
That  occasion'  has  now  'arrived,  and  I  proceed  to 
Hie  fuKHoient  of  my  promise. 

Premising  that  all  the  appointments  madejn 
Miss6ni  daripg  Mr.  Admiis's  admininistratTon 
were  from  the  rank^  of  bis  own  political  fVieods, 
and  that  most  of  those  previonsly  in  office  were  of 
the  same  political  character,  'I  proceed  to  show, 
by  f^ots,  what  was  tbe  cundttct  of  the  Jackson  and 
Van  Buren  administrations  with  respect  to  tfaem. 
I  begin  with  ihe  Indian  Departmen^-a  large  sub- 
ject of  Federal  Executive  patronsge  in  that  Slate, 
At  the  bead  of  that  depanmint  was  Oeneral  Wil- 
liam Clark.  He  was  the  Superintendent  of  Indian 
Affftirs,  stationed  at  St.  Louis,  strong  in  thie  Oppo- 
sition, aaS^  almost  the  last  act  of  his  life  was  to 
rote  the  whole  Opposition  ticket.  He  was  not  only 
not  removed  by  General  Jackson,  bat  at  the  re-or- 
ganizalion  of  the  Indian  Department  in  1834, 
when Jke  was  legislated  out  of  dffice,  he  was  re'-ap- 

Sointed  by  General  JacksoD,  and  remained  in  of- 
ee  till  his  death,  about  two  years  ago.  After  bis 
deatti,  tbe  vacancy  was  filled  by  a  gentleman  of 
one  pities,  (Majoi'  Pitcher,)  not  for  political  ser- 
Ttcea  in  tbe  elecaions,  but  for  pre-eminent  fttness 
for  the-  sta'tiott.  He  had  had  notbidg  to  do  with 
tbe  great  political  conteit  which  terminated  in  Ge- 
neral Jadson^  election.  He  happened  to  be, 
daring  that  period,  some  thon^ands  of  miles  be- 
yond the  v«rge  ordvUizatioo,  engaged  in  the  ardn- 
on&  pnrsnils  of  tbe  for  trade;  and  the  firat  news 
he  received  of  General  Jackson's  election  was 
about  a  year  after  the  event,  and  throufth  London 
aewspapers,  which  had  reached  the  bead  of  the 
6oiiimbia  river,  where  he  then  -was,  by  the  way  of 
Hudson's  bay.  He  has  held  the  place  two  years, 
and  is  better  fiited  for  it  than  anjrmao  in  AmMira. 
I  haw  known  him  for  thirty  years,  and  know  what 
I  say  to  be  true.  He  is  fitted  for  the  station  in 
Mery  way — in  jodgment— in  experiente — iu  know- 
ledge of  ihe  Indians  and  of  the  traders — in  their 
confidence  in  bim— in  his  quiet  and  firm  tempera- 
aiettt — in  bis  age  and  habits— in  bi!<  puneiaal  ar- 
teniien  to  every  doty— in  bis  faithrm  application, 
aMi  accounting  for  every  dollar  that  goes  to  his 


Mi.  John  Dongbeity,  Indian  agent  on  the  Mis- 
IBttli,  Mhtry  |M,800.  He  was  a  native  of  Ken- 
VKkft  appointed  by  Mr.  Adams,  thoionghly  in 
«|i|KiMtion,  and  romplaiot  mads  against  him  for 
ntpropcf  inierfMTsoce  in  an  elecrion,  ar  d  was  on 
ike  poiai  of  being  dimnifist^d  by  the  Secretary  at 
Wai»  (Mr.  RMa)  vhea.  u  my  inciano*,  the  or- 
der was  ^finsp^nded  natil  (he  complaint  oonld  be 
auigaiaed„w»d  was  axefiainrd  to  be  noieaoded. 
Jae««(w4.aail  1S34,  «)iE»  be-vifr  lefw>at«4oat 


of  office  at  the  reorganization  of  tbe  agencies.  Hfe 
was  then  re-aratointed  by  President  Jack&on,  served 
out  the  term  of  four  years,  was  then  le-appointed 
by  President  Van  Buren,  and  resigned  in  1839. 
He  is  now  a  member  of  the  General  .Assembly  of 
Missouri,  and  is  as  decidedly  opposed  to  oar  party 
as  any  man  in  tbe  State. 

Major  Taliaferro,  Indian  agent  on  tbe  Upper 
Miisissippi,  salary  $1,300 'prr  annum.  Nut  only 
was  he  not  removed,  bat  when  legislated  out  of 
office  in  1834,  with  other  agents,  he  was  re-ap- 
pointed by  GeDeral  Jackson,  at  an  increased  sala- 
ry, served  his  term  of  four  years,  was  re-appoint- 
ed by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  ani)  held  tbe  place  till  bei 
chose  to  lest^.  He  was  entirely  opposed  to  us  in 
politics. 

Mr.  P.  L.  Chouteau;  he  was  appointed  agent  to 
the  Osa:^es  by  General  Jackson^thotjgh  of  opposi- 
tion politics,  remained  in  office  till  1834,  when,  at 
the  reorganization  of  the  ageneief,  his  place  was 
redoced  to  a  sub-agency,  audi  be  declined  to  hold  it 
any  longer. 

Mr.  J.  V.  HaiBitton;  be  was  oppointed  saeces- 
sor  to  Major  Dougherty  in  1839,  in  tbe  recess  of 
Congress,  and  without  the  knowledge  of  tbe  Mis- 
souri delegation.  Th^r  wonld  have  objected  to  it 
if  Ihey  had  known  it,  but  tbe  amMintment  begin 
made,  they  left  [I  to  run  its  course.  He  is  now  in 
office,  and  in  opposition  to  us. 

These,  sir,  are  the  priocipal  appointments  of  the 
Indian  Department  iit  Mieaeari,  and  firom  this 
statement  it  is  seen  that,  »o  far  from  being 
proscribed  for  opinion's  sake,  the  Opp^sHion 
neariy  menopoTized  the  Indian  offices  duriog  tbe 
adminislrations  of  General  Jackun  and  Mr.  Van 
Bttreit. 

•'  I  now  proceed  to  the  Land  Offices,  another  con- 
siderable subject  of  Federal  patronage  in  Missouri. 
In  this  branch  of  the  pablie  service,  tbe  head  of 
the  basioess,  and  one  who  bad  much  pauonags, 
was  appointed  by  General  Jack>oa,  and  served  oat 
a  term  of  four  years.  Tbi^  was  Mr.  Elias  Ling* 
bam.  Surveyor  General.  He  was  not  re-appointed« 
and  that  for  good  oauae. 

Major  Christy,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  St. 
Louis ;  he  was  twice  re-appointod  '  by  Geneial 
Jachaon,  and  died  in  hia  office  iu  the  year  1837. 

beneral  Pratte,  Beceiver  of  Public  Moneys  at 
St.  LoaLs  served  Out  his  term  of  four  yearst 
add  was  thensncceded  by  a  geniieauui  of  different 
politica. 

Mr.  John  Hays,  Beceiver  of  Poblic  Moneys  at 
Cape  Girardeau,  was  re-appoiated  by  General 
Jackson,  and  saved  from  removal  npon  my  inter- 
poaition,  at  one  time  when  be  was  deficient- temr 
porarily  in  making  a  deposiie  of  public  money. 

Mr.  Guild,  a  gentleman  of  opposition  politica, 
was  appointed  successor  to  Mr.  Hays,  and  served 
out  four  years. 

In  tbe  Post  Office  Departinent,  in  Missoori,  no 
removah.have  been  made  that  I  know  of,  except 
for  eaose.  A  majority  of  the  post  offices  are  now 
held  by  the  Opposiiioo,  while  they  are  themselves 
a  minority  of  the  State.  The  post  office  at  St.  Lonis, 
Ihe  best  office  in  the  gift  of  the  Proident  in  Mis- 
souri, was  bC'd  eleven  years  and  a  half,  under  the 
Jackson  and  Van  Buren  admiai^tratiooF,  by  Mr. 
Wilson  P.  Hunt,  a  gentleman  di^cidedly  oppoced 
to  US' in  polities.  He  held  the  office  near  twenty 
years  in  all,  of  which  more  than,  half  tlie  time  was 
undet  the  Administrations  lo  which  be  was  op- 
posed. 0e  was  not  only  not  removed,  bot  was  le- 
appoinled  by  General  Jackson  in  1S36,  when  legis- 
lated out  of  ofiice'by  tbe  new  post  nffice  law.  He 
xerved  out  the  four  years  term  uader  this  appoiot- 
menr,  and  wa^  succeeded  in  July  la«:  bj  Mr. 
Tuomas  'Waisoo,  -a  gentleman  of  our-  political 
party.  Of  the  twelve  year<  which  this  im- 
portant appointment  was  in  oar  gift,,  eleven  and 
a  half  of  It  saw  it  occapied  by  a  gentleman  op- 
posed to  as  in  politics,  and  only  half  a  year  has  it 
been  occapied  by  one  of  out  own  ^ity.  The  pre- 
sent incumbent  (Mr.  'Wateon)  was  for  twenty- five 
yearn  potAmaUer  at  the  most  coasiderable  town  in 
Noith  Carolina,  (Newbein;)  he  nndersiands  his 
duties,  and  performs  them  corr^tly.  No  man  can 
impeach  hi«  conduct,  public  or  privat#,or  attribnte 
to  bim  aught  that  is  wroeg  in  word  or  deed.  He 
has  bee»  »  «oMistent  DcBtocw  ferty  jexxsj  >  qaiet, 


courteous,  -  inoffensive  man,  of  whom  e^ery  one 
will  $peak  well,  exeejp  those  w1k>  want  his  oMce. 
Tb'as,  sir,  stands  the  account  of  proscription  in 
Missouri,  many  of  the  best  offices  in  tbe  Statebe- 
ing  in  the  hands  of  the  Opposition  daring  their  own 
pleasure,  or  ontil  the  expiration  of  their  terms,  and 
some  of  them  ten  and  eleven  years  out  o^  twelve. 
Certainly  there  were  some  removals;  but  they  were 
few  in  number,  fell  nearly  equally  apon  both  par- 
ties, and  were  always  for  cause.  Of  three  land 
officers  removed,  two  were  on  our  own  side;  of  two 
marshals  removed,  one  was  on  our  own  side;  of 
two  district  attorneys  either  rentored  or  not  re- 
appointed, it  was  one  and  one  of  each  political  party. 
In  no  case  that  I  knew  of,  was  there  an  instance  of 
removal  for  tbe  purpose  of  making  room  for  a  po- 
litical friend,  but  for  (he  purpose  of  getting  rid  of 
an  improper  officer.  For  myself,  mj  uniform  an- 
swer to  all  those  who  applied  to  have  others  re- 
moved, was  that  they  miut  Uuno  miseoHdiiet.  Wbei^ 
that  was  not  done,  I  refused  to  recommend  the  re- 
moval; and  (his  js  known  to  the'  whole  State  of 
Missouri. 

'  Mr.  B.  said  be  could  give  other  instances  of  por 
Ulical  opponents  retained  in  office  in  Missouri,  but 
he  had  mentioned  enough  to  comply  with  his  pro- 
mise, and  to  show,  by  fee's,  that  proscription  fbr 
opinion's  sake  had  itever  been  practised  in  thai 
State — that  it  was  a  practice  unknown  there — and 
mast  originate  with  the  new  Administration,  if  it  Cols 
there  at  all.-  DuriDg  tbe  twelve  years  which  the  De* 
mocracy  have  borne  sway,  no  appointments,  or  re- 
mo  vals,Jiave  been  made  in  Missouri,  except  for  the 
public  service;  and  he  was  proud  to  be  abte  to  say  that 
they  had  been  good  appoiotmedls,  and  had  pro- 
moted the  public  service.  He  looked  with  pride 
and  satisfaction  upon  the  conduct  of  the  public  of- 
ficers in  U>at  State  for  twelve  years  past.  It  wa;^ 
an  example  lo  tbe  whole  Union.  Great  was  the 
amount  of  public  money  collected  and  disbursed 
there — greater,  perhaps,  than  at  any  point  in  the 
Union,  eiorpt  New  York.  The  receipts  of  loany 
land  offices  centred  i]>er(;  a  great  number  of  d!^ 
borsiog  officers  and  agents  received  their  sqpplies 
of  money  there;  vast  sums  had  been  trantferred 
from  that  point  to  New  York;  it  was  probable  that 
twenty  or  thirty  millions  had  been  collected  and 
distributed  from  that  point  in  the  lait  twelve  years; 
and  nothing  had  been  lost  to  the  Government.  He 
believed  there  were  no  losses  id  all  that  time.  All 
was  Well  there;  and  if  the  new  Administraiion 

gractises  on  the  professions  which  tbe  Senator  from 
ornh  Carolina'iMr.  Preston]  has  &ade,  they  will 
have  no  removals  to  make  m  that  State.  They 
can  make  none  without  violating  those  profe!sions, 
and  without  commencing  and  intcoducing  that  sys- 
tem of  proscription  which  we  have  avoided,  and 
which  Ihey  have  denounced. 

Bdr.  B.  said  that  he  felt  himself  at  liberty  tospeak 
freely  and  disinterestedly- on  tbis  aubjeeu  Ha  had 
DO  relations  in  office  to  dread  nhe  removing  power. 
During  the  twenty  ypars  ^tbathe  had  been  in  Con- 
gress, no  relation  of  bis  bad  been  appointed  to 
office.  He  had  uniformly  discouraged  and  disceun- 
tenanced  applications  far  office,  on.  the  part  of  bis 
relations.  He  had  suffered  no  one  of  them  to  be 
appointed.  Friends  he  had,  in  office,  there,  who 
are  worihynf  their  places,  and  who  c  innot  be  re- 
moved without  a  violation  of  the  principles  which 
tbe  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has  proclaimedl 
If  these  principles  are  violated  in  the  person  of  any 
of  the!«  Iriends,  or  iu  the  peison  of  any  individaal 
ill  Missouri,  the  party  doing  it  must  expect  to  hear 
of  i<,  and  to  see  their  conduct  conftonted  with  their 
professions  a!>  well  as  with  the  examples  of  the 
Jackson  add  Van  Baren  administrations. 

After  a  few  words  from  Metars.  PHELPS, 
-WALKER,  and  HSNDBBSON,  the  amendment  of 
Ihe  committee  was  adopted.  > 

And  tbe  amendment  to  tlie  same  clause,  limiting 
the  remuneration,  by  fees,'  of  district  attomeya, 
marshals,  «Dd  clerks,  after  being  d»baied  by  McFsra. 
WALKER,  SEVIER,  and  WRIGHT,  wm  also 
agreed  to. 

The  next  in  order,  was  an  amendment  of  the 
committee  to  the  clause  Jtmiting  the  receipts  ot 
poaoiusters  to  |5,600  per  annum,  in  tbe  followiag 
teimt:  "Including  salary,  commissions,  boxes, 41^ 
«tl  t*»t  pet^i^siieB,  and  ^oiooii^ias,  of  wiy  .OMif 
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•r  elwraeter  whaiaoerer,  and  for  any  serrice  what- 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  objected  to  any  interfierence 
with  the  arraogemenls  of  posunasten  to  aceomiao- 
date  indiridaals  wiih  twxcsj  by  the  use  of  boxes, 
individaals  receired  their  letters  wiihont  detention; 
and  so  loog  as  the  postmasters  afforded  this  accom- 
modatioil,  at  a  smali  remuneratfon  for  the  extra 
tronble  nadertaken,  and  the  expense  of  the  boxes, 
he  was  opposed  to  any  interference  by  the  Gtovem- 
uent  with  sach  arran^ment. 

Mr.  WRIQEPT  explained  to  the  Senator  from- 
New  Jersey  the  clause  under  discussion.  The 
elans*  provided  that  three  tbouiand  dollars  per 
annvm  should  be  paid  to  the  postnuister  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  public  with  boxes,  wbicb, 
added  to  the  salary  of  |2,000,  made  the  total  of 
|5,000  per  annum,  which,  he  conceived,  was  a 
sufficient  remuneration  for  any  postmaster. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  question  was  whether 
j(5,000  was  not  a  sufficient  remuneration  for  a 
postmaster.  That  point  being  settled,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  show  that  the  nse  of  boxes  was  advama- 
geoiu,  and  a  saving  of  tronble  to  the  postmasftrs; 
and  if  the  clause  were  adopted,  he  doubted  not  the 
number  of  boxes  would  be  iucreased,  add  the  sum 
paid  for  them  reduced,  for  be  never  expected  any 
surplus  from  this  soorse  to  coma  to  the  public 
Treasury,  and  hence  a  larger  number  of  business 
men  would  be  beoeOted. 

Mr.  TALLMADQE  opposed  the  clause  at  some 
length;  and  in  the  course  of  bis  remarks,  h«  inti- 
mated that  the  subject  was  not  nnJcrstoed  by  hono- 
rable Senators. 

Mt.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  when  they  gave  the 
postmaster  of  New  York  $5,000  per  annum,  they 
gave  htm  as  much  as  they  gave  the  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  whose  qualifications  must 
necessarily  be  of  a  much  higher  order.  Why,  they 
ouly  gave  |6,000  per  annum  to  the  heads  of  De- 
partmenb)  here.  He  thought  he  understood  this 
matter  perfectly,  and  he  trusted  the  Senate  under- 
stood it,  and  tfaikt  tbey  would  give  the  gentlemen 
who  had  been  preaching  "retrenchment"  and  "re- 
form" so  long,  a  proper  start. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  WHITE, 
PRESTON,  LINN,  and  others. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Honse  of  Re- 
presentatives, with  a  rtsolaiion  for  the  suspension 
of  the  I6th  joint  rule,  by  which  no  bill  could  be  re- 
ceived by  ooe  branch  of  Congress  from  the  other 
daring  the  last  three  days  of  the  session,  to  which 
the  assent  of  the  Senate  was  asked. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  Senate 
concurred,  and  the  navy  appropriation  and  other 
bills  were  received  and  referred. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  letter  from  the  President  elect,  informiag  the 
Senate  that  he  will  be  ready  to  take  the  oath  pre- 
aeribed  by  the  Conititnlion  previously  to  entering 
on  a  dischaiga  of  bis  official  dunes,  and  at  such 
place  as  the  Senate  may  think  proper  to  designate; 
which  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PRESTON  the  ViC£  Prisi- 
DSNT  was  directed  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three 
Senators  to  make  the  necessary  arraogemenls  for 
the  reception  and  inauguration  of  the  President 
elect,  and  to  apprise  him  of  the  Fame;  and  Mr. 
PaasTON,  Mr.  BAViiRD,  and  Mr.  Whit*,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Toe  Senate  adjourned  a  few  minutes  past  nine 
O'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  March  1,  1941. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  modified  the  resolution  ofiTered 
by  him  on  Saturday,  as  follows: 

Bttthtd,  That  hereafter  the  daily  hour  of  mrei- 
log  of  this  House  shall  be  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.  and 
to-morrow,  the  time,  from  ten  to  twelve  o'clock  at 
noon,  shall  be  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  pri- 
Tate  bills  from  the  Senate,  in  their  reiular  order,  in 
Committee  ef  the  Wliole  House;  and  on  Wednes- 
day next,  the  time  from  ten  o'clock  to  twelve  at 
Boon,  Shalt  be  devoie-l  to  the  consideration  of  pri- 
Ttte  bills  from  the  Senate  onth*  Speaker'^)  ttblr, 
if  such  length  of  lime  shall  be  requited  for  ihu 
Mrpose. 

Vha  ^oewioB  bcivg  takep  on  the  •d<^o|i  «f  the 


resolation,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — ayes  111, 
noes  38. 

So  the  resolation  was  adopted. 

Mr.  TILLINQHAST  asked  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  Hooss  to  present  certain  resolutions  from 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
that  they  be  printed. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  TILUNUHAST  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  in  relation. to  the  order  of  business:  bat  the 
motion  did  not  prevsil. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  moved  that  the  House 
now  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

TheSPEAKERstatedthat  there  was  a  special 
order  for  to-day — (the  steamboat  bills  ) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the  spe- 
cial order  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  House  thai,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  slate  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Dawson  in  the  chair) 
and  took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
certain 

FORTIFICATIONS  OF  THE  r>fITED  STATEa  FOR  THB 
YEAR  1841. 

Hie  bill  havine  been  r»ad, 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  South  Carolina  moved  to 
strike  oat  the  wOrds  "thirty -five  thousand"  for  re- 
pairs of  Fort  Independence,  and  insert  in  lien 
thsreof  f90,000. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  T.  in  support  of 
his  amendment,  in  which  he  contended  that  it  was 
onr  imperative  dhty  to  provide  Ibt  a  more  effectual 
defence, 

Mr.  J0NE3  resisted  the  amendment.  Tbebtll 
submitted  was  intended  to  appropriate  for  the  old 
works  of  the  country  which  needed  repair,  and  for 
the  continaance  of  works  now  in  progress.  There 
was  another  large  class  of  works  which  could  not 
come  into  this  bill.  He  admitted  the  importance 
ef  a  work  at  the  ootiet  at  Lake  Champlain;  but 
as  there  wavno  law  for  it,  it  could  not,  under  the 
rules  of  the  Honse,  be  appropriated  for.  It  was 
not  in  order  to  graft  the  provinons  of  other  bills 
upon  th«  general  appropriation  bill  for  fortifications. 
There  were  now  unexpended  appropriations  to  the 
amount  of  nearly  a  million  of  dallars.  The 
amoimtatlast  aossion  was  $719,897;  at  thepresent 
session  #439.500;  making  in  «ll'  $1,153,397,  of 
which  $936,000  remained  unexpended. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  appealed  to  Mr.  J.  to  take 
up  the  bill  from  ihe  Committee  on  Military  Affair*, 
which  covered  the  entire  ground  of  the  present  bill, 
and  added  other  works  neoesMiry. 

Mr.  JONES  said  that  th«  bill  appropriated 
$1,700,000  to  fbrtificitiono;  could  it  be  expected 
such  a  bill  should  get  through  without  protracted 
debate?  It  mast  cut  off  all  other  business.  To  the 
present  bill  no  serious  objection  would  be  made. 
Let  this  pass,  and  then  let  the  gentleman  bring  op 
his  bill.  The  appropriations  in  this  bill  were  suf- 
ficient to  keep  the  works  geing  till  thk  middle  of 
the  fellewing  year;  it  had  not  r^nced  the  estimates 
of  the  Department  one  dollar. 

Mr.  J.  inquired  if  this  amendment,  being  an  item 
contained  in  another  bill  before  the  House,  was  in 
order? 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  it  was;  it  did  not  pro- 
pose to  engraft  another  bill  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  HUNT  made  ."ome  remarks  in  favor  of 
laying  a-iide  the  present  bill,  and  taking  up  that 
from  iho  Military  Committee. 

Afi'er  some  remarks  from  Mr.  FILLMORE, 

Mr.  THOMPSON  withdrew  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CROSS  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  an  ap- 
ptoptiatiou  of  $50,000  for  Fort  Wayne,  but  the 
Chair  decided  that  it  would  not  bs  then  in  order. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Maine  moved  to  amend  ihe  bill 
by  inserting  $6,600  for  Forts  Preble  and  Scammel, 
in  Portland  harbor.  Mr.  S.  referred  to  the  report 
from  the  Department,  showing  that  these  works  were 
going  to  ruin  for  want  of  a  small  appropriation, 
and  he  appealed  lo  the  justice  of  the  House  in 
favor  of  his  amendment.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  bad  taken  good  care  of  Boston  harbor 
and  the  Oalf  of  Mexico,  but  seemed  to  have  for- 
gol'ea  that  the  whole  cost  of  Maine  was  exposed, 
while  Halifax,  ths  only  northern  depot  of  the  Bti- 
lisksftvy,  was  wiibia  a  day  Is  sail  of  « very  put  of  iL 


Onr  fishermen  were  oontiaaaily  insulted.  Hmo  ho 
yielded  the  floor  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  who  said  be  would  slalt  ^ 
fact  that  woald  supersede  the  gentlema(i*i  speech* 
This  sum  had  b«en  appropriated  at  the  last  seaioA, 
and  remained  unexpended. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  that  that  statement  woald  ^>- 
ply  to  many  items  of  ihe.bill  as  well  as  the  item  for 
Portland  harbor. 

Mr.  JONES  rxplained.  The  application  of  thia 
money  bad  only  been  sosptnded.  The  appropria- 
tion wasitill  binding,  as  mnch  so  as  if  ^now  pwned 
over  again. 

Mr.  SMITH  warmly  urged  the  defencdeta  ataio 
of  the  coast  of  Maine,  on  which,  though  two  hnn- 
dred  and  fifty  miles  in  length,  not  a  single  g«n  w«a 
mounted.  The  Suta  last  year  cleared  140,000  ton* 
of  shipping  from  those  undefinded  ports  of  bees. 
Her  commerce  employed  6,000  men.  Portland  aUwe 
owned  46.000  tons  of  shipping,  and  her  impotta 
were  $193,000.  True,  there  was  a  small  appro- 
priation made  last  year,  bat  he  was  oppooed  to 
letviog  iis-expenditure  to  tbe  mere  discretion  of  iha 
President  The  chairman  said  this  bill  was  for 
old  works.  Well,  if  so,  there  were  few  works  an 
the  country  older  than  those  of  Portland  harbor. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOUNSQN  said,  he  was  not  opposed 
to  defence  by  fortification,  but  it  was  utterly  osetess 
to  erect  new  ones,  and  then  leave  them  tuwraed. 
Scarce  one  was  at  thia  moment  fully  equipped  with 
ordnance.  If  gentlemen  would  iooorporate  a  provi- 
sion for  arming  the  forts,  Mr.  J.  woald  go  aa  tu. 
as  he  that  went  furthest  io  sapportiag  such  a  mea- 
sare.  Hete  were  $400,000  asked  to  repair  forts  at-  , 
ready  built.  He  would  glance  for  a  moment  at 
the  present  supply  of  ordnance  in  the  coantry.  He 
here  went  into  a  statement  showing  that,,  lor  fails  ' 
already  completed,  1,178  cannon  'were  needed, 
while  those  under  construction  would  need  3,57% 
all  these  were  absolutely  requisite  to  render  the 
present  bill  of  the  least  possible  utility.  783  more 
would  be  needed  for  forts  boilding  and  repairing, 
and  3,506  for  works  projected  by  the  Board  of  Bb- 
gineeis;  besides  5,383  to  complete  the  defences  ol 
our  coast.  He  made  these  statements  on  the  au- 
thority of  the  War  Department.  How  maay 
cannon  did  we  now  possess?  T]ie  fact  woald  a^ 
tonish  every  man.  We  had  but  30  battering  eaa- 
noB,  43  pounders;  60  in  depot,  43  poanden;  38 
more  tmder  contract.  Of  other  pteees,  we  had 
but  144.  He  then  adverted  to  the  improvements 
in  gannery  in  the  throwing  of  hollow  shot,  and  the 
adoption  and  perfection  of  this  improvement  by 
foreign  nations.  As  to  shells  and  balls,  we  stood 
in  immediate  need  of  3,020,941  more  than  we  now 
possessed.  By  Ihe  use  of  these  hollow  thol,  fortifi- 
cations had  been  in  a  few  hours  blown  up  and  de- 
stroyed which  bad  defied  vrhole  navies  for  eestor 
rics.  Mr.  J.  urged  Ihe  propriety  and  neeeMily  of 
placing  our  entire  coast  in  a  state  of  defeooe.  He 
was  the  la.st  man  to  desire  a  «tate  of  war;  bat  he 
held  that  the  best  way  to  avoid  collisiea  with  Eng- 
land was  lo  be  prepared  to  meet  her;  and  w  with 
all  foreign  powers.  He  would  urge  this  necessity 
even  were  the  peace  of  the  world  )he  most  pro- 
found; how  much  more  pressing  wasit  under  «ir- 
comstances  like  the  present  It  was.dae  to  tbe  na- 
tional honor  lo  sustain  the  Executive  in  Degoua» 
lions  under  our  intricate  relations  with  a  foreiga 
pbwer. 

Mr,  J.  concluded  by  moving  to  lay  aside  jba  bill 
now  before  the  commiuee,  to  lake  up  the  bill  from 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  with  a  view.  I« 
move  an  amendment  lo  it  empowering  the  Presi- 
dent of 'the  United  States  to  purchase  a  site  for  a 
foundry,  and  to  enter  inu>  eontraets  for  the  reqair 
site  ordnance. 

.  Mr.  PICKENS toeefor  the porpoetofdMwsiag 
the  minds  of  tbe  committee  in  relation  lo  a  mmor 
which  be  was  astonished  to  find  was  ia  existence, 
in  relation  to  the  case  of  McLeod.  When  he 
came  into  the  ball, -to  his  great  astonishmeat  he 
found  that  a  rumor  was  in  cirealation,  and  hM 
been  alluded  to  ia  debate,  ihataa  angry  eortespond- 
enoe  had  taken  place  between  Mr.  Forsyth  aid 
Mr.  Fox,  in  relation  to  the  iraprtsonoient  of 
MeLeod.  It  was  with  pleasore,  therefore,  be 
euied  that  he  nceived  informatioB  from  the  most 
aulhsartc  seorBe,  that  tktn  yas  ao  foond«rto>fcr 
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aaeh  a  rnmor.  Thtre  had  been  no  correspondence 
ealenlated  in  any  way  lo  produce  any  more  diffi- 
ealiy  than  prenoiuly  existed.  It  was  true  ihat  cor- 
Rsp«BdeBeebad  taken  place,  but  it  wassoaoimpor- 
tant  as  not  to  be  deemed  necessary  to  eommnnicate 
it  to  either  braitoh  of  Con);resi.  He  conceivrd  it 
Idgbly  importaal  that  this  explanation  sbotild  be 
Rceived,  as  be  hoped  the  committee  woald  not 
legislate  nnder  a  false  impression.  No  correspon- 
dence had  taken  place  which  was  calcalated  to 
Tuy  the  position  or  the  parties  since  the  eOrreSpon- 
deiMe  which  had  last  been  preeeiiied  lo  the  Hoose. 
These  false  rumors  had  be«n  alladad  to  from  seve- 
nX  qoaners  of  the  Honse,  and  were  calcalated  to 
pfodoee  unsound  legislation. 

Mr.  P.  then  proceeded  to  say  that  he  hoped  the 
bill  reported  -by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  would  be  adopted  speedily. 

Th*  general  system  of  fortification  dem&nded  by 
fentlenen,  required  a  practical  knowledge  before 
all  il6  bearings  oonld  b«  knovn;  and  he  would  take 
occasion  to  say,  that  when  the  next  Adminiatration 
came  into  power,  let  them  propose  a  general  sys< 
temaara  iomI* — a  system  of  defeoee  for  all  the 
points  of  the  conntry;  and  if  it  shrmld  be  a  system 
that  his  jnditment  could  approve,  be  would  pledge 
UmMtf  that  be  would  not  stop  to  ask  what  was  the 
miaerablc  amount  of  rerenne  that  might  be  de- 
rived from  a  tax  on  wines  or  silks,  but  be  woold 
chenfolly  rote  an  amount  equal  to  the  whole  pro- 
ceeds of  wines  aod  siUcs  imported,  if  the  next  Ad- 
ministration should  deem  it  requisite  and  proper 
for  the  defence  of  the  country  by  any  new  contin- 
gency. 

Mr.  P.  went  on  to  contend  Ihat  no  system  of 
land  fortification  could  posssbly  answer,  unless  it 
ahotrid  be  connected  at  -various  points  with  the  navy. 
It  would  be  utterly  impussible  to  protect  our  extent 
live  coast,  unless  a  proper  eonneetion  was  had 
wift  a  naval  fbree.  Take  central  and  leading 
poinis,  whidi  can  protect  and  sustain  your  naval 
defences,  suited  to  onr  extensive  coast  of  3,000 
milits.  Jt  is  steam  iMtiteries  and  steamships  that 
can  give  you  defehoe  snited  to  the  improvements  of 
tfeage. 

Mr.  P.emteDdsd  that  our  present  system  of  for- 
lifleatioas  was  nuerlylnnsniiable  for  the  present 
wants  of  the  country;  The  system  had  been  par- 
tially broo^  from  Ftranee  in  1816,  and,  since  the 
intiodieiion  of  steam  power,  was  to  a  great  extent 
inapplieable  to  cur  extensive  territory  and  sparse 
popalaiion. 

In  answer  fo  a  question  from  Mr.  Momtox,  as 
to  what  was  the  system  brought  from  France, 

Mr.  PICKEMS  explained  its  natore,  and  said  it 
wm  prinelpatly  carried  through  by  Oeneral  Ber- 
Bgrd,  dbiingnished  in  France  and  in  this  country; 
and  again  urged  that  it  was  a  system,  now, 
tiaee  the  introduction  of  steam  power,  as  totally 
inapplieable  for  the  defence  of  a  country  with  such 
an  extensive  coast  as  ours.  Mr.  P.  then  said  how 
he  would  connect  the  land  fortifications  with  the 
■aval  fotee.  He  would,  he  sdd,eslablish  points  at 
the  foDowiog  placed,  where  the  forts  could  co-opc- 
nia  with  the  navy;  he  woold  tak»  a  central  point 
between'' Aie  St.  Croix  and  Gape  Cpd;  and  then 
.  New  York  and  the  month  of  the  Chesapeake  be- 
tween Oupt  Cod  and  Cape  Hatteras;  and  then  be- 
tvMB  Hatteias  and  Cape  Florida,  he  wonU  fortify 
OlwrlSBtCB  and  the  month  of  the  Savannah  river; 
and  then  between  Cape  Florida  and  the  Sabine  he 
WMiId  fortify  Pensaoolaand  the  months  of  the  Mis- 
iippi;  he  would  have  all  these  points  well  fortified 
to  |»rctact  and  Mntaio  an  efltcient  sjrstem  of  naval 
defeneee  suited  to  your  extensive'  sea-coast  and 
aommeTce.  As  to  the  interior  points  of  fortifica- 
tion, and  those  of  smallef  grades,  he  would  discard 
them    he  loeked  opon  them  as  behind  the  age. 

Bat,  said  Mr.  P.  any  other  system  of  fortUeation 
coaOned  exehisively  to  land,  will  prpve  a  miserable 
failure. 

la  answer  to  another  interrogatory,  Mr.  P.  ob 
served  that  it  would  be  folly  to  think  dtat  England 
would  ever  think  of  invading  us  again  from  the 
47aB«d««  England  could  have  no  object  in  at- 
tempting a  permanent  invauon  on  that  frontier. 
The  ease  Aow  and  at  the  last  war  in  1819,  was 
Mdely  different.  In  1819  that  portion  of  the  coua- 
tijr  oa  Uw  l«b«  ftantier  was  thinly  pop«)ate4,  Md 


bad  but  litOe  connection  with  the  Atlantic  cities. 
Otring  to  its  defenceless  position,  the  consequence 
was  that  the  British  formed  their  plan  of  invasion 
of  the  lake  coast,  with  a  view  to  connect  a  military 
cordon  throagh  the  interior  to  New  Orleans,  and 
cat  oflf  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi  from  the  At- 
lantic States.  Tbey  had  some  prospects  of  succeed- 
ing at  that  period — hence  the  invasion  .was  there. 
Bat  now  the  case  was  widely  different.  That  part 
of  the  country  was  now  densely  populated,  and 
with  a  population,  too,  decidedly  warlike  and 
spirited  '  to  the  highest  degree,  so  that  now 
it  would  be  madness  on  the  part  of  Oreat  Bri- 
tain to  attempt  an  invasion  in  that  qaarter. 
She  could  gain  nothing  by  it;  but  the  danger 
would  be  the  reverse,  and  the  invasion  would  be 
firom  this  conntry  upon  Canada  if  a  mptare  shotild 
lake  place,  which  he  trusted  wonld  not  occur;  and 
be  believed  it  would  not.  What  I  mean  to  say, 
continued  Mr.  P.  is,  let  the  next  Administration, 
when  it  comes  into  power,  propose  a  proper  system 
of  fortification — a  system  embracing  the  improve- 
ments of  the  age,  aod  calculated  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  country — and  T  will  go  with  them  to  the 
utmost.  I  will  not  only  go  for  a  tax  on 
wines  and  »ilks,  bat  I  will  most  cordially,  when 
the  proper  lime  shall  arrive,  give  them  my  support, 
if  any  serious  difficalty  sboald  arise  to  call  for  it. 
I  will,  then,  at  a  proper  time,  vote  for  all  tbey  may 
want.  Bat  I  hold  that  this  is  not  the  proper  time, 
and  I  protest  against  this  system,  of  Ugislaiiog  by 
piecemeal,  and  wiihont  proper  information,  and 
unconnected  with  a  system  as  a  whole,  suited  to 
the  wants  of  tbe  country.  If  any  seiious  difficalty 
should  arise  between  us  and  a  foreign  power,  (which 
he  hoped  would  not  be  the  ease,)  let  the  Adminis- 
tration call  Congress  together,  and  we  will  meet 
the  issues  as  a  free  people  ought.  Let  thofe  who 
are  to  ezecaie  laws,  and  condact  negotiaiioas  in 
the  future,  take  that  course  that  patriotism  may 
dictate,  and  there  can  be  no  difficulty. 

A,ftersome  remarks  from  Messrs.  TILLINGf- 
HASTandCUSHING, 

Mr.  ANDERSON  said  be  proposed  to  .offer  an 
amendment  lo  the  amendment  of  bis  colleague  in 
the  following  word;:  For  the  repair  of  forts  at 
Wisca»et,  Damarifcotti,  Castine,  and  Eastport, 
the  sam  of  three  thousand  dollars  each,  unlev  his 
colleague  would  accept  this  amendment  at  a  modi- 
fication of  his  e-wn,  providing  an  appropriatioa.for 
the  repair  of  Forts  Preble  and  Scammel. 

Mr.  SMITH  having  so  modified  bii  proposition 
as  to  include  the  first  named  works, 

Mr.  ANDERSON  remarked  that  he  went  with 
plewnre  for  iheamendmentasit  now  stood, and  only 
regretted  that  he  was  prevented  by  the  rules  of  the 
House  from  including  in  hia  a'>.endment  an  appro- 
priation for  the  commencement'  of  a  fortification 
greatly  more  important  than  any  he  had  named, 
and  one  which  had  received  tbe  moat  favorable  re- 
commendation  from  tbe  dorps  of  Engineers  and 
the  Department  of  War;  he  altnded  to  a  fortifica- 
tion at  the  month  of  Penobscot  river,  opposite 
Backsport.  Mr.  A  said  be  bad  now  in  bis  drawer 
an  amendment  appropriating  fifty  thonstuid  dol- 
lars for  the  commencemeot  of  this  important  work. 
Which  he  intended  to  offer  shotild  the  motion 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, to  lay  aside  the  present  bill  and  take  up  that 
reported  by  him,  prevail;  and  in  reference  to  that 
bill,  Mr.  A.  could  n^l  refrain  from  expressing  bis 
surprise,  that  this  necessary  work  sbould  have 
been  omitted.  Mr.  A.  read  from  the  report  of  the 
WarDepartmeoi,  upon  the  national  defences,  com- 
municated at  the  last  session,  showing  (he  impor- 
tance of  this  work,  and  an  estimate  of  its  cost  from 
the  corps  of  engineers;  and  in  tbe  table  appended 
to  that  report,  Mr.  A.  showed  that  it  was  not  only 
in  the  ubie  of  works  to  be  ftnt  eommeneed,  bat  tbe 
very/ni  in  (Aoltinu,  and  he  was  aMonished  that 
the  committee,  who  professed  to  be  governed  by  the 
recommendation  and  estimates  of  the  Department, 
should  have  wholly  omitted  this  work.  Mr.  A. 
went  into  some  particolars,  showing  tbe  great  im- 
portance ot  ihisfoniAeatlon,  as  affording  a  refuge 
In  time  of  war  for  the  extension  and  growing  oom- 
meree  of  Penobscot  Bay  and  River,  a  commerce 
increasing  with  rapid  strides,  and  which  promises 
to  sarpvs  tkatof  «»y  other  Motion  of  (be  State. 


Tht  bill  reported  by  the  Military '  Committee  is 
singalar  in  other  respects,  and  anxious  as  he  was 
to  prorice  for  the  national  defences,  he  should  feel 
compelled,  by  a  sense  of  duty  to 'the  State  be 
had  the  honor  in  part  to  prepreseat,  to  vote  against 
it,  unless  considerably  amended.  Nearly  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  are  appropriated  in  that 
bill  for  the  harbor  of  Boston,  and  the  pitiful  sum  of 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  for  the  whole  State  of 
Maine — a  State  having  three  bnndred  miles  of  sea 
coast,  and  which  is  now  ntterly  defenceless.  His 
colleague  had  well  and  truly  described  the  defence-' 
less  condition  of  our  maritime  and  interior  frontier, 
and  be  hoped  -that  when  the  fortification  bill,  re- 
ported by  the  Military  Committee,  should  come  up, 
tbe  amendment  he  sbould  offer  wonld  receive  the 
favorable  consideration  of  the  House.  Mr.  A .  said 
he  went  in  opposition  to  many  of  his  friends,  for 
the  proposed  increase  to  the  naval  appropriation, 
and  he  did  so-  the  more  willingly,  as  it  contained  a 
provision  for  the  building  of  steam  vessels  Of  a  me- 
diam  size,  which,  in  case  of  war,  may,  in  some 
small  degree,  sapply  the  want  of  land  fortifications, 
of  which  bis  own  Statft  -was  so  totally  destitute, 
and  he  was  desirous  to  support  any  rea6«nable  and 
equal  proposition  for  a  general  system  of  frontier 
and  maritime  defences. 

Mr.  A.  desired  to  say  more  in  relation  to  this 
subject — a  subject  in  which  b>s  own  constituents, 
and  the  whole  Stale,  were  deeply  interested,  but 
would  not  at  this  ia'e  period  of  the  session  further 
detain  the  committee. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  opposed  the  idea  of  laying 
aside  the  regular  bill  from  tbe  comniilee,  under  tbe 
sanction  of  the  Departments,  and  taking  up  ano- 
ther from  a  different  committee,  proposing  urger, 
much  larger,  appropriatioas  for  a  magnificent  sys- 
tem of  fortification.  He  was  as  much  awake  to 
the  necessity  for  defence  as  any  man:  bat  other ' 
considerations  were  to  be  looked  at.  Here  doctiMS 
disagreed:  some  held  that  the  immense  snms  we 
had  spent  on  these  forts  were  thrown  away:  that, 
n  spite  of  all  the  millions  appropriated,  the  coun- 
try was  defenceless,  and  a  single  frigate  might  cap- 
ture the  city  of  New  York  I  Instead  of  anew 
system  for  forts,  his  plan  was  entirely  different. 
Every  few  days  we  bad  a  war  humbog  to  anthoriie 
the  picking  of  the  people's  pockets.  This  very 
morning  he  bad  heard  about  a  most  angry  corre- 
spondence between  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Forsyth. 

His  plan  was  to  appropriate  only  for  forts  alrea- 
dy begun,  and  then  to  apJMint  a  commission  to  re- 
port on  the  point  whether  these  forts  were  oi  were 
not  worthyof  beina  relied  on, 

Blr.  THOMPSON  replied  that  this  very  tfaibg 
had  been  done.  Jn  May,  1840,  a  most  luminous 
report  bad  been  renlered  by  some  of  the  ablest 
military  men  in  this  conntry  or  in  any  other,  going 
to  show  that  the  new  ioveolions  in  gonoery  and 
steam  navigation  rendered  works  like  those  now 
proposed  by  (be  Military  Cemmittee  more  need<d 
than  ever.  He  (rusted  he  should  hear  no  more  <  t 
these  wild  and  unfounded  assertions  by  men  imac- 
quainted  with  military  science. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  be  was  a  man  <a 
peace,  and  professed  sot  to  "speak  of  war  in  the 
presence  of  Hannibal."  But  he  must  object  to  a 
magnificent  bill  at  a  time  when  gentlemen  were 
proclaiming  that  the  conntry  was  exhausted,  and  on 
the  trink  of  ruin.  Mr.  V.  here  went  back  to  tbe 
histoiy  of  the  distribution  bill,  when  gentlemen,  in- 
stead of  applying  our  sarplas  to  tbe  defence  of  the 
country,  divided  it  among  the  States.  Bat  now, 
when  ibey  saw  the  country  was  fainting,  and  al- 
most dying,  genilemen>s  patriotism  was  vivid  as  the 
lightning.  He  was  glad,  however,  lo  find  that  the 
fears  of  war  were  disclaimed  on  every  side.  Why, 
then,  lax  a  people  ground  down  by  the  mal-adm<- 
nistration  of  these  dreadful  Locosi  He  protested 
against  it,  and  washed  bi«  hands  of  it. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
asked  the  chairman  of  tbe  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  [Mr.  Piceeiis]  whe(her  his  declaration  tms 
morning,  that  there  was  no  foundation  for  (be  rn- 
mor about  an  angry  correipondenee  on  tbe  subject 
of  McLeod,  was  not  inoonsistent  with  what  the 
gentleman  had  told  him  a  few  minutes  ptevions. 

Mr.  PICKENS  explained  that  what  he  had  ir»t 
MUdiaprifsteconremiiMtlotiM  g«uit«tani  ica« 
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owioi;  to  the  ramoi  prevailing  when  he  (Mr.  P.) 
came  inlo  the  hall.  Bat  subsequently  be  despatch- 
ed  a  messenger  far  laTorinatioa,  and  it  waa  on  that 
sobseqaent  infermatioa  that  he  had  made  ihe  pub- 
lic statement  to  the  Honse. 

The  debate  was  further  eontinned  by  Messrs. 
FILUfORB,  MONROE,  and  FOPB,  nniil  half 
past  two  o'clock,  vhen  the  House  took  its  usual  re- 


[iTTKMUia  SHSIOH.] 

After  the  leeesf, 

Mr.  POPE  lesnmed  and  concluded  his  remarks. 

Mr.  HAND  followed,  and  at  some  l«ngih  spoke 
IB  favor  of  substilutlog  the  bill  fiom  the  Military 
Committee  for  that  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  A  full  report  of  his  remarks  will  be 
given  hereafter. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  JAMESON, 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  look  the  floor,  and  in 
some  sarcastic  remarks,  which  convuUed  tbe  hall 
with  laughter,  denounced  the  idea  of  any  fear  of  a 
war,  now  that  an  "eternal  hero"  was  coming  into 
power.  Tbe  Reporter  took  full  notes,  which  will 
be  written  oat  as  early  is  practicable. 

After  inserting  addiiional  items  of  appropriation, 
tbe  committee  rose  and  reported  it  to  the  Honse, 
with  three  email  amendments,  which  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  was  forthwith  passed  under.  Ihe 
operation  pf  the  previous  question. 

As  effort  was  tlien  made  to  take  up  tbe  bill  from 
the  Senate  to  contione  the  corporate  existence  of 
the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  pending 
which 

The  Home  adjanmed.    - 

IN  SENATE, 

ToxsDAT,  March  2, 1841. 

Mr.  WAUL  preiented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  JACOB  W.  MILLER,  elected  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  Jersey  a  Senator  from  thai  State  for 
9ix  years  from  the  4th  of  March  next;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  on  file. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  Committee 
<m  Naval  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
-consideration  of  all  subjects  heretofore  referred  te 
them  and  unacted  on. 

Similar  motions  were  made  by  Mr.  WALKER, 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Liands;  by  Mr. 
WRtOHT,  of  the  Committee  on  Finance;  by  Mr. 
YOUNGt,  of  the-Commlltee  on  Roads  and  Canals; 
and  by  Mr-  LUMPKIN,  of  the  OommiUee  on  Ma- 
nnfaetnres;  which  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  a  communication  from ' 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitiing  a  report  from 
the  Board  uf  Ordnance  Officers  who  have  recently 
visited  Europe  for  objects  coaneeted  with  their  pro- 
fession; which  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed, 

Mr.  KNIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Contin- 
gent Expanses,  to  which  the  «ubjeet  had  bren  re- 
ferred, reported  the  resolution  allowing  additional 
compenM'ion  to  the  astistant  doorkeeper,  and  to  the 
messengers,  pages,  and  laborers  of  the  Senate,  and 
of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  which  he 
asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  to  con- 
sider at  the  present  lime. 

Objection  being  made,  the  resolution  lays  over 
one  day. 

Mr.  YOUNG  movad  that  a  document  in  relation 
to  celtain  eitizem  of  Illinois  of  tbe  sect  called  Mbr- 
-  mons,  be  printed,  and  made  tome  remaiks  in  ex- 
planation of  his  motion,  and,  after  some  remarks 
in  rep'y  by  Mr.  LINN,  who  denied  the  jurisdiction 
o(  Coneress  in  this  matter,  and  by  Messrs.  KINCi 
and  WALKER  on  the  impropriety  of  discussing 
this  matter  at  all,  on  motion  by  tbe  latter,  the  mo- 
lion  to  print  was  laid  on  the  table-rayesSS,  noes 

la. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  then  moved  that  the  Senate  go 
int}  Ike  emisideratioa  of  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
appropriation  bill,  and  urged  the  jiecessity,  from 
the  little  time  left,  to  act  upon  it  at  once.  The  mo- 
lion  was  withdrawn  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  BENTON,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  re- 

EOit  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  whioh 
e  wid  would  take  bat  a  few  minuten. 
Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aiiura,  to  wlMh  w«8  HteTed  tbenaempriale  on  the 


snbject  of  a  fortification  at  Sellers  Point  Flats, 
made  a  report,  which  hei  asked  might  be  printed. 

In  reply  to  a  question  of  Mr.  Preston,  Mr.  B. 
said  the  report  conclitded  with  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  views  of  the  Administratron 'about  coming 
into  power  en  the  subject  of  a  general  plan  of  de- 
fence of  the  country.  The  resolution  was  pre- 
cisely similar  in  its  terms  to  those  which  had  been 
formerly  'passed  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  PRESTON  wished  to  offer  an  amendment 
to  the  resolntion,  but  was  infoimed  by  the  Chair 
that  it  was  not  in  order,  the  report  not  now  being 
before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  P.  then  said,  that'on  the  question  of  printing, 
he  Would  take  occasion  to  express  some  opinions 
on  this  snbject,  and  then  proceeded  at  considera- 
ble length,  in  the  course  of  bis  remarks,  alluding 
to  the  defenceless  condition  of  the  country,  and 
charging  the  present  and  preceding  Admmislra- 
tions  with  culpable  neglect  on  this  snbject. 
.  Mr.  HUBBARO  and  Mr.  BENTOiN  rose  simul- 
taneously, but  the  President  gave  the  floor  to  tbe 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  who  moved  to  lay 
the  moticn  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  BENTON  assured  honorable  gentlemen  be 
was  not  going  to  la>y  the  fonn^fttion  for  an  extra 
session  by  talking  oat -this  day,  and  defeating  the 
appropriation  bilk— by  making  speeches  to  the  gal- 
leries, or  to  any  body  else — but  as  to  the  statements 
of  the  Senator  on  tbe  other  side  [Mr.  Preston]  he 
gave  them  as  peremptory  a  contradiction  as  the 
roles  of  parliamentary  order  would  allow;  and 
when  the  proper  time  came,  he  would  furnish  his 
proofs.  ,    ' 

Mr.  PRESTON,  much  excited,  rose  while  Mr. 
Bbhton  was  speaking,  and  caUed  for  the  proof*  of 
the  Senator  from  Missouri;  and  said  .■speecfae.';  ad- 
dressed to  the  galleries  came  not  exclusively  from 
his  side  of  the  Senate  Chamber. 

Mr.  BENTON  reiterated  his  intention  nof  to 
consume  the  day  by  addresses  to  the  galleries  but 
he  a<!sured  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  the 
proofs  should  be  forthcoming  at  the  proper  time. 

Tbe  Senator  fromSonth  Carolina  and  the  Sena- 
tor fronl  MisEonri,  continued  the  reiteration  of 
similar  observations,  and  much  excitpment  existed 
in  the  Senat?  Chamber,  from  every  part  of  which 
were  heard  cries  of  "order,  order."  Ultimately 
the  Sesators  resumed  their  seals,  and  the  motion 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  he  had  nothing  more  to  say 
on  the  subject  just  disposed  of,  than  to  inform  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Prestow,]  that 
when  the  army  bill  came  before  the  S«naie,  he 
would  give  him  an  opportunity  of  acting  out  his 
opinions.  He  would  not  ask  him  for  a  speech  on 
thst  occasion,  but  would  be  satisfied  with  his  vo'e. 
Mr.  S.  said  his  object  now  was  to  report  back, 
without  amendment,  the  following  bills  from  tbe 
-House,  which  had  been  referred  to  tbe  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  viz: 

An  act  making  an  appropiiation  to  defray  tbe 
expenses  of  a  delegate  of  the  Seminole  Indians 
west  of  tbe  Mississippi  river  to  Florida,  and  for 
other  pnrposes. 

An  act  makiag  an  appropriation  for  the  tempo- 
rary support  of  certain  destitute  Kickapoo  Indians, 
and  to  defray  tbe  expense  of  subsisting  and  re- 
moving the  Swan  creek  and  Black  river  Indians 
of  Michii;aB. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  then  inquired  if  it  was  in  order 
to  move  to  take  up  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Go- 
vernment for  the  year  1841. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  answered  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  W  RIGHT.  Then  X  make  that  motion,  and 
I  give  notice  that  I  will  not  withdraw  it. 

The  bill  above  named  was  then  taken  ap,  and 
the  question  being  rn  Ihe  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  they  were  concurred  in 
without  cppositioit. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  then  propesed  an  amend- 
ment relative  to  the  eompensatioa  of  oflieers  in  the 
federal  oonris,  which  was  oppoaed  by  Mr. 
WRIGHT,  and  disagreed  to— Ayes  &,  noes  34. 

The  Hmendtnenis  next  in  order  were  those  offtied 
by  Mr.  Axv^asoi*,  the  fiiyt  of  wliMi  proposed  to 


make  it  obligatory  on  every  collector  of  cnstonu^ 
naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  to  render  a  qharterly 
accnutti  of  all  sums  of  money  received  ot.colleeted 
for  fine;,  penalties,  forfeitures,  or  sejzurei  of  goods, 
or  on  account  of  suits  instituted  for  frauds  against 
tbe  revtnoe  laws,  &c.  &c.  and  to  limit  the  remo- 
neration  of  the  collector  to  $6,000,  the  naval  of- 
ficer to  $5,000.  and  the  surveyor  to  $4,^0. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  $p<^e  in  iavor  of  the  amcnti- 
m<tnt. 

Mi.  CALHOUN  said  he  always  heard  ibe  Se- 
nator from  Vermont  with  Ibe  gieatest  attention, 
and  he  responded  to  every  word  that  Senator  had 
now  uttered.  He  (Mr.  Calhoun)  should  be  ^lad 
to  see  this  Government  brought  back  to  its  original 
simplicity;  and  he  trusted  the  time  bad  now  come 
to  bring  these  officers  diwa.  If  they  wished  to  al- 
lay the  excitement  of  their  Presidential  contests, 
this  was  the  time,,  and  Ibis  the  way  to  do  it;  for  so 
long  as  these  lemptiug  prizes  were  put' in  the  wheel, 
the  excitement  would  continue.  Gentlemen  opptH 
rite  had  intimated  a  .  disposition  to  put  tbe  conntry 
in  a  posture  of  defence,  in  which  be  coocurred,  and 
be  should  be  glad  to  see  it  done  systematicaUy;  and 
he  begged  to  call  tbe  attention  of  honorable  gentle- 
men to  the  fact,  that  every  dollar  they  saved  from 
these  officers  would  be  so  much  added  to  their 
means  to  put  the  country  in  a  state  of  defence. 
But,  at  Ibe  same  time,  he  took  occasion  to  tay,  lie 
should  not  enter  into  any  scheme  of  defence,  nn- 
less  some  general  principles  Were  settled  by  emi- 
nent military  and  naval  officers:  when  this  was 
done,  be  was  prepared,  and  should  be  on  all  occar 
sions,  to  advance  in  a  conrse  of  systematic  policy,  , 
and  to  place  this  country  where  it  ought  to  stand 
among  ibe  nations  of  the  earth. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  said,  that  be  eboidd  be  gn>i- 
ned,  under  proper  cireomslaAoes,  to  enter  inl» 
the  discussion  of  the  whole  subject,  bat  the  titHt 
of  lAe  Senate  was  precious,  and  be  wonld  eonfine 
himself  strictly  to  a  very  brief  statement  of  the.ob- 
ject.iof  tbe  amendment.  He  bad  conferred  with 
several  of  bis  fiiends  in  relation  to  that^art  of  it 
which  comprdiended  fine*,  penalties,  and  forfeit- 
ures, and,  with  a  view  to  obviate  any  reasonable 
objeetk>D>  he  had  strack  it  out  altogether,  altboogb 
he  believed  that  it  wonld  be  proper  to  modify  tbe 
existing  laws  even  in  that  respect.  The  main  ob- 
ject of  the  amendment  was,  to  cartail  4he  vat>t  sa- 
laries now  received  by  the  collectors,  naval  officers, 
and  surveyors,  and  to  put  into  practical  operation 
tbe  law  of  1833.  This,  be  said,  was  bw  .ewryiag 
out  the  purpose  coniemplated-  by  thaH  Mad  had 
been  soggested  by  the  recent  developments  in  New 
York,  in  regard  to  ihe  late  collector  of  that  port. 
There  was  bat  a  stogie  item  in  this  which 
was  not  to  be  foqnd,  in  tnuh,  witbin  ibe 
intention  of  the  act  of  1833.  The  terms  of  limi- 
tation used  in  that  were  designel  to  cover  the 
whole  ralary  of  those  officers,  as  then  fixed;  bat  it 
seems  that  there  bas  been  a  material  departure  front 
the  objects  expressed  in  the  law,  and  in  confMni^ 
with  the  principle  laid  down  in  a.  reoem.  decision  of 
one  of  the  cireait  courts  of  the  United  States,  ihe 
collector  of  New  York  daiffis  a  large  sum  of  p>b- 
lic  money. .  This  amendment,  he  sakl,  gave  ibe 
most  ampl.;  salaries  to  tbe  officer*  referred  to,  aqd  . 
provides  against  impositions,  sndt  as  have  been 
practised  upon  the  Govenment  heretofore.  Tbste 
was  bat  a  single  item,  as  he  had  stated,  Uiat  of 
storage,  whtoh  was  not  eomprebeoded  by  the  act  of 
1 833.  Tbe  manner  in  which  that  bad  been  aade 
a  source  of  large  income,  particularly  in  the  eity  jof 
New  York,  was  highly  repsdienMble,  and  this 
amendment  in  that  regard,  is  intMded  to  nmtif 
tbe  evil  by  sabjeeting  it  to  legal  regulaiion.  Be 
said,  be  Uosted  that  tbe  assendmenis  woold  sect 
with  Ae  general  snpport  of  Senators  as  the  mevm 
of  reform. 

In  Gono]asion,he  woaldask  for  the  ayee  and 
1^  noes  on  his  amendment. 

Tbe  amendment  was  Aen  adopted— ayes  40, 
noes  0,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meists.  Allen,  Andcfson,  Bales.  Bajr- 
ard,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoon,  Chsate,  Clay  of 
Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Cnibbnt, 
Dixon,  Fulton,  Graham,  Hubbard,  Kiag,  Knight, 
IdBM,  liompkin,  Mangum,  Meiiiek,  Monlmt, 
NidMlsPBrNoryeH,  Piei«e,.Poiter,  Fre&Ofls,  Jim- 
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ton,  |U>ane,  Smith  of  Cooneeticat,  Smith  of  Indi*- 
»•,  Soothard,  Stargeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall, 
WilUanw,  Wright,  and  Yoang— 40. 

Three  other  amendmenls,  proposed  by  Mr.  ACT- 
DE&SON,  were  al$o  adopted;  the  first  providing 
that  all  stores  hereafter  rented  bjr  the  collector,,  na- 
val officer,  or  surveyor,  shall  be  on  paUic  ae- 
eonnt;  the  aecond,  that  false  swearing  b;  either  of 
the  aoove  meolioaed  officers,  on  taking  the  oaih  at 
the  rendition  of  his  accoanis,  shall  be  deemed  per- 
jary,  and  be  prosecuted  as  socb;  and  the  last,  that 
all  biws  inconsistfot  vith  ihe  fifth,  sixtb,  and 
•evdtth  sections  of  this  ad,  shonld  be  thereby  re- 
pealed. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  next  submitted  his  amendment, 
providing  that  the  Librarian  of  Congress  shonld  b« 
anthorized  to  employ  an  additional  assistant  at  a 
yearly  compensation  of  |1,150,  commencing  De- 
oemher  1,  1841,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
MBouBt  bare  granted  was  deducted  fcom  the  sum 
o^  f4,085,  appropriatad  as  contingent  and  other  ex- 
panses of  the  library. 

Mr.  KNIQHT  withdrew  an  amendment  which 
he  bad  oflered;  his  object,  he  said,  having  been  ao- 
eOBplishad  in  an  amendment  of  the  CiommiUee  on 
Fbiaace,  which  had  been  adopted.  -^ 

nie  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  the 
amendiDen's  were  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  as 
amendad  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  NOftVELL,  from  the  Cammittee  on  Com- 
aeree,  reported  the  bill  making  a^ropriaiions  for 
die  improvement  of  the  harbors  on  the  Northern 
and  Northwestern  lakes,  with  various  amendments; 
the  i«peit  accompanying  the  bill  was  ortl«red  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  Senate 
dies  procaeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
maklBg  appnmriaiions  for  die  naval  teivice  for 
4«yearlB4I. 

"nie  amendments  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  which  augmented  Ihe  appropriations  for 
the  several  navy  yards  to  the  estimates  of  the  Navy 
Defwrtm^:  which  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WALL  proposed  as  an  amendment  an  ap. 
piopdation  of  (10,000  to  maintain,  under  the  con- 
ubr of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  two  of  Francis's 
lifeboats,  to  be  sutioned  at  Rockaway,  N.  Y.  and 
Long  Branch,  N.  J.  which  was  agreed  to — ayes  18, 
noes  17. 

Mr.  TALLMADCTE  proposed  an  amendment 
appfopriaUng  |3,000  for  honse-rent  for  the  com- 
mandana  of  the  navy  yards  at  Philadelphia  and 
BrpoUyn;  which  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  PRESTON  proposed  an  amendment  appro- 
priating a  sum  of  money  for  defrayinK  the  expenses 
of  transporting  to  Washington  the  objects  of  natu- 
ral history  collected  by  the  Exploring    Expedition. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  SEVIER  in  op- 
pasilion,  andMew'ra.  WALKER  and  TAPPAM 
la  favor  of  die  amendment —  .    . 

Mr.  KINO  would  go  so  far  as  lo  vote  an  ap- 
Moprialion  lo  transmit  these  articles  to  this  city 
it  they  were  to  be  placed  in  the  Patent  Office,  but 
he  would  go  no  further,  if  it  were  inlendrd  after- 
wards to  appoint  a  committee  to  attend  to  ihem,  or 
to  erect  a  place  in  which  tbey  .shoold  be  kept. 

Mr.  PKESTON  said  dirre  was  a  large  room  in 
Ihe  Patent  OOkse  which  Uiat  Department  would 
notreqait*  for  some  years,  and  he  therefore  thooght 
that  would  be  the  proper  plan  in  which  these  things 
shonid  be  preserved  until  some  arrangement  cnnld 
be.  made  by  wtnch  they  could  be  made  beneficial  to 
Ihe  ebuntry. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  in  matters  ef  difs  desotip- 
liOD,  which  were  likely  to  involve  odKr  r'xpcedi- 
lores,  great  caution  was  necessary,  and  be  8lM>nid 
vote  aninst  die  amendment. 

Mr.  jLQ^N  diought  it  was  possible  to  exercise 
loo  much  caution;  be  should  d&iire  to  see  an  ana- 
tomy, as  it  were,  of  diis  great  country,  ibos  collect- 
ed, and  he  believed  die  Patent  Office  was  the  pro- 
per piaee,  which  had  been  contemplated  when  that 
onilding  wax  erected. 

The  amendmrnt  was  then  adopted— ayes  U3, 
Boes  16. 

^The  bill  was  then  reported  to  die  Senate,  and  die 

•■eadments  made  as. in  committee  of  the  whole 

w^eoncurred  in,  except  one  offered  by  Mr.  Wai^. 

.  aaktog  an  appropriation  of  f  10,000  for  the  esi«> 


blishmeot  of  life  boats  aigRockaway,  in  the  Stale 
of  New  York,  and  at  Long  Branch,  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  then  moved  an  amendment 
to  die  aqiendnwntof  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
for  the  parpose  of  increasing  the  number  of  sta- 
tions from  2  to  9,  at  various  points  of  the  exten- 
sive seaboard  of  this  conntry,  and  the  appropriar 
lion  from  $10,000  to  |5Q,0D0. 

Mr.  NORVELL  offered  an  additional  amend- 
ment'for  the  establishment  of  various  similar  esta- 
blishments on  the  lakes. 

Mr.  SEVIER  likewise  snbmitted  an  amendment' 
for  the  establishment  of  life-boat  stations  on  nu- 
merous points  of  the  Ohio  river. 

Mr.  WALL  said  it  was  obvious  these  amend- 
ments were  offered  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
the  bill;  and  if  die  honorable  Senator  thought  the 
hves  of  our  sailors  were  worthy  of  the  proposed 
appropriations  for  die  trial  of  such  an  experiment, 
thry  would-  vole  for  the  reeonsideraiioa  of  the 
amendment.  He  had  offered  the  amendment  in 
good  faith;  for  he  deemed  die  safety  of  the  lives  of 
our  .seamen  required  il. 

'  Mr.  BUCHANAN  reminded  the  Senate  that 
iheir  sand  was  almost  mn,  and  that  to-morrow, 
without  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  no  ap_propriation 
bill  conld  be  sent  to  the  President.  They  could 
not,  by  any  possibility,  do  much  more  busine's;  but 
if  ihey  passed  much  time  in  debate,  they  could  not 
do  that.  When  he  was  in  Congress  some  years 
ago,  it  was  understood  that  nothing  should  be  in- 
troduced into  an  appropriation  bill  beyond  that 
which  was  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  existing 
systems,  and  that  nothing  new  should  be  intro- 
duced. He  hoped  nothing  would  would  be  added 
todiisbiil  beyond  that  principle,  and  that  ihe  Se- 
nator from  New  Jersey  would  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  WALL  defended  his  amendment,  and  said 
he  was  influenced  by  no  local  feeling  in  offering  iL 

Mr.  KINO  hoped  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
would  withdraw  his  amendment,  that  the  Senate 
might  proceed  widi  its  bnsineis. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  consented  to  wididraw  his 
amendment,  but 

Mr.  WALL  refused  to  withdraw  die  amendment 
which  he  had  proposed;  and  he  asked  for  the  ayes 
and  noes  thereon. 

The  amendment  was  negatived — ayes  19,  noei 
26. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrc«sed,  and 
read  a  diird  time. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUBBARD,  die  bill 
making  appropriations  (or  civil  and  diploinatic 
serves,  of  die  year,  was  read  a  diird  time  and 
pa<aed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  certain  Indians,  after  being  conndered  as  in 
eommiiiee  of  die  whole,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time,  as  was  also  the  bill 
making  appropriations  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a 
delegation  of  Seminole  Indians  from  Arkan.-^as  to 
Florida  in  attempting  to  effect  a  t>acification  of  the 
of  Ihe  Florida  Indians;  and  the  bills  were  passed. 

The  bill  making  appropriaiions  fur  the  support 
of  the  army  for  the  year  1841,  was  taken  up  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  several  ainendm>-Dis 
were  made  thereto,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  BEN- 
TON— one  for  an  additional  appropriation  of 
|25,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  site,  and  the  build-- 
itgof  an  arsenal  at  Charlenlon,  8.  G.  and  ano- 
ther adding  (60,000  to  the  t^nm  of  $300,000  men- 
tioned in  Ihe  bill  as  the  appropriation  for  armories. 
He  said  $360,000  was  the  usual  appropriation,  and 
$300,000  only  bad  been  inserted  in  the  bill,  on  ihe 
mistaken  sucpOMlion  that  there  was  a  surplus  of 
$6U,00O  in  die  Tieasury. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  an  appropriatioit  to  eom- 

eete  certain  miliury  roads,  and  he  hoped  be  should 
ive  the  support  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Prbstoh.}  who  had  manifested  such  a 
desire  to  put  the  eonntry  in  a  proper  stale  of  de- 
fence. 

The  amendment  was  debated  bv  Messrs.  SE- 
VIER, CALHOUN.  UNN,  ANDERSON.  FUL- 
TON, WRIGHT,  LUMPKIN,  and  WALKER, 
and  was  then  neg^ived — ayes  18,  noe*  22. 

Anodier ameadattot,  oiered  by  Mr.SEVlEa, 


making  an  appropriation  of  $35,000  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  raft  en  Red  river,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  KINQ  proposed  an  appropriaiion  of  |30,000 
for  a  marine  hospital  at  A^bilr;  whieh  was 
not  adopted. 

Mr.  PORTER  proposed  an  iappropriation  of 
$6,000  10  defray  the  expense  of  surveying  and  de- 
signating the  bonndary  line  between  Michigan  and 
Wiskonsan;  which  was  debated  by  Messrs. 
WRIGHT,  LINN.  KING,  CLAY  of  Alabama, 
and  PORTER,  and  was  opposed  on  the  ground  rn 
which  some  previous  amendmenls  had  been  rejeel- 
ed,  that  it  was  not  a  proper  appendage  to  the  army 
bill. 

The  bilk  considered  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  reported  from  the  Committee  oa 
Finance,  widiout  amendment,  an  act  making  ap. 
propriaUons  for  certain  fortifications,  whieh  was 
con:;idered  as  in  committee  of  the  wliole,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed;  and 

The  Senate  then  took  a  recess  until  5  o'clock. 


IN  SENATE, 

TocsDAT,  March  2,  1841. 

[EvENiMa  SCSSION.] 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ROBINSON,  die  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  was  disehaiged 
from  the  consideration  of  all  subjects  heretofore  re- 
ferred to  Ihem,  and  unacted  on. 

The' bill  making  appropriaiions  fiir  the  support 
of  the  army  for  the  year  1841,  was  then  taken  ap, 
the  question  being  on  agreeing  to  an  appropriation 
for  running  the  boundary  line  between  Midiigan 
and  Wiskonsan;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Tno  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  whieh  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
die  current  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian 
Department  for  the  year  1841  was  ordaed  to  be 
engrossed,  was  then  tik«n  up. 

This  proposition  gave  rise  loan  animated  debate; 
the  contested  point  being  the  provision  lo  set  apart 
the  eonntry  west  of  the  19di  degree  of  longitude  in 
perpetuity  for  Indian  setdement,  Mr.  SEVIER, 
Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  and  Mr.  KING,  in  the 
affirmative,  on  the  ground  of  the  impropriety  cf 
confining  the  location  ol  these  Indians  10  Ihe  fron- 
der  of  Arhansas  and  Mi^sonri,  and  Mr.  WALK- 
ER, Mr.  Tappan,  Mr.  white,  Mr.  ALLEN,. 
Mr.  BENTON,  Mr.  Y0UN(3,and  Mr.  WRIGHT, 
in  the  negative.  The  reconsideration  was  carriea 
— ayes  31,  noes  13,  and  the  provision  was  stricken 
oat.  'S 

Mr.  SEVIER  then  moved  to  reconsider  the  ap-. 
propriations  foi*  Indian  treaties.  In  his  opinion, 
thtrn  was  no  propriety  of  making  treaties  for  the 
fem.>val  of  die  ladians,  when  yon  had  not  a  foot 
of  soil  to  put'  Ihem  on  wh-'.n  you  had  removed 
them. 

The  motion  Iras  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  lo  amend  by  adding  $5,000 
for  the  expenses  of  the  Miami  treaty  in  November 
ht<:t,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  sobmirted  a  letter 
from  the  Secreiaiy  of  the  Treasury,  iransmi  ting  a 
communication  from  ihe  Register  of  the  Treasury, 
in  relation  to  the  annua]  statement  of  commerce 
and  navigation;  which  wat  laid  on  the  table,  and 
two  ihoasand  extra  copies  ef  the  annual  statement 
ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  BENTON  snbmitted  Ihe  following  resolu- 
tion for  con.sideia'ion: 

Hiaohei,  That  the  President  »f  the  United  Stales 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  belore  the  Senaie, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, a  comparative  statement  of  the  condition  of 
the  pnblic  defences  by  land  and  water,  and  of  alt 
the  preparations  and  means  of  defence,  dn  iho  fiist 
day  of  January,  1839,  and  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary. 1841;  together  with  a  comparative  statement 
of  tiie  actual  and  anthorized  strength  of  the  army 
of  the  United  Stales  on  Ihe  same  days. 

Mr.  PRESTON  objected  lo  its  consideraiion,  and 
it  lies  over. 

The  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  current 
and  eentingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  Department^ 
and  for  (tilfiHhig  iieaty  sfipalation  with  the  Indiaa 
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tribes,  tor  the  year  1841,  was  read  a  third  tiqie,  and 
passed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  then  rose,  attd  ad* 
dressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 

Yasterdav  I  intimated  to  the  Seaate  that  I  shpnld,' 
some  time  daring  tbe  session  of  this  day,  leel  it  my 
dniy  to  retire  from  my  seat,  for  the  pnrpoie  of  giir- 
ing  tbe  Senate  an  opportunity  of  selrctiog  a  pre- 
sidiiig  officer,  fbr  the  cunrenience  of  organization 
OB  tlw  4th  of  March;  and  I  hare  selected  this  mc' 
meat  for  that  j)urpoie,  and  to  separate  the  official 
ties  which  have  eziited  between  myself  and  the 
members  of  this  body  for  the  last  fonr  years.  I 
have  moch  doobtM  the  propriety  of  miking  any 
remarks  on  this  occasion.  What  I  say,  therefore, 
shall  be  very  brief,  because  the  time  would  not  per- 
mit, nor  would  it  be  proper  for  me  to  gire  uuer> 
anee  to  all  that  my  feelii^  soggeai. 

In  taking  my  leare  of  tli*  members  %f  this  body, 
langnage  is  inadequate  to  express  the  feelings  which 
agitate  my  bosom.  I  bare  been  associated  with  a 
very  great  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Senate, 
not  only  here  daring  the  last  fonr  yearn,  bnt  for 
many  years,  in  the  eooncils  of  our  common  conn- 
try;  aiid  it  has  been  my  great  happiness,  during  that 
period,  wbaterer  divetsiiy  of  opinion  or  sentiment 
has  existed  between'  me  and  my  political  fiieads 
on  minor  points,  or  between  me  snd  those  from 
whom  I  differ  on  points  of  greater  magnitude,  to 
know  that  my  personal  relations  with  them  have 
ever  been  kind  and  tender.  I  was  elected  to  the 
place  I  occupy  by  an  equal  vote  of  the  Electoral 
College,  and  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  Se- 
nate, after  having  served  my  country  for  the  terra 
of  thirty-two  years — two  years  in  my  native  State 
as  a  member  of  its  Legislature,  and  thirty  years  in 
tbe  Congress  of  the  United  Slates,  either  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representaiives  or  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate;  and  in  die  discbarge  of  the  la^ 
bors  and  toils  which  devolved  upon  me  in  this  chair 
—humble  as  was  the  attempt  to  discharge  them 
faitlifttUy— <my  station  has  boen  rendered  pleasant 
and  agreeable:  and  I  must  not  omit  to  say  tliat 
whatever  momentary  agitation  or  excitement  in  de- 
bate may  have  interrupted  the  harmony  and  quiet 
and  order  of  the  body,  I  can  declare,  with  truth 
and  with  candor,  that  such  has  been  the  generous, 
the  magnsDimous  course  of  the  individual  mem- 
bers of  the  bocy,  and  particnlarly  sDch  has  been 
their  indulgence  towards  me,  who  never  studied 
the  riiles  of  order  teehnically,  that  my  sta-; 
tion  here  has  been  rendered  pleasant  and 
agreeable.  And  if;  in  the  discharge  of  my 
official  duties,  I  have  ever  failed  to  gain  your 
approbation  or  to  meet  your  aeqaiescence  in  the 
eonrse  I  have  pursued,  it  haa  always  arisen,  not 
from  any  want  of  inclinatioD,  but  from  a  want  of 
ability  on  my  part  to  have  formed  ihem  better.  It 
has  been  my  constant  endeavor  to  act  with  perfect 
impaitiality  towards  the  members  of  this  body.  I 
viewed  each  Senator  as  tbe  representative  of  a 
sovereign  and  independent  State,  and  as  entitled  to 
equal  consideration  from  me.  Th«  place  from 
which  I  am  about  to  retire,  will  be  occupied  by  a 
disiingaished, citizen  of  Virginia,  who  has  been 
called  by  the  voice  of  the  people  to  ibis  staiioo; 
and  I  should  not  do  justice  to  myself  if  1  did  not 
say  that  I  retire  from  it  withont  the  least  dissatis- 
faction; for,  humble  as  have  been  my  services  to 
my  country,  I  have  been  devoted  to  the  great  radi- 
cal and  fundamental  principle  of  submission  to 
the  voice  of  th«  people  when  constitutionally  ex- 


I  now  return  to  yon,  one  and  all,  my  grateful 
aeknowledgmenis  for  the  kindness  aod  friendship 
which  have  always  been  extended  towards  me,  and 
wish  you  all  well,  whatever  destiny  may  ati»nd 
yon.  And  when  I  am  far  distant  from  you — as 
time  must  separate  us  all  even  here,  not  to  speak 
of  hereafttr — as  long  as  I  shall  have  my  recollec- 
tion to  rem^ber  tbe  associations  which  I  have  bad 
with  this  body,  I  shall  always  be  animated  by  tbe 
sentiment  of  kindness  and  friendship  with  which  I 
take  my  final  leave  of  the  Senate. 

The  Vice  Pbssidcnt  having  retired,  and  the 
ebair  being  occnpied  by  Mr.  Hubbirii, 

Mr.  MANQUM  submitted  tbe  following  resolu- 
tion for  the  eoncideration  of  the  Senate: 

AfstNd  tuummmOf,  That  the  thanks  of  the 


Senate  are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to£iCHiiu> 
M.  JoHNsoit,  the  Pre>i4ent  of  the  Senate,  for  tbe 
dignity  and  impartiality  with  which  he  has  presided 
over  its  deliberations.  - 

The  resolution  having  been  read  by  the  Secre- 
tary, 

Mr.  MANGUM  said:  I  do  not  know,  sir,  that  it 
will  be  out  of  place  in  me  to  rile  in  this  Senate,  on 
this  occasion,  to  notice  the  conduct  of  our  presiding 
officer,  for  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  that  gentleman  for  many  ytars 
past;  and  thongh  it  has  been  my  misfortune,  during 
a  great  portion  of  that  time,  to  take  different  yiews 
on  great  political  questions,  I  apprehend  that  I,  in 
common  with  the  greit  portion  of  the  body  of  the 
people  of  the  Unit«i  States,  can  entertain  but  one 
sentimant  respecting  the  kindness  and  excellence  of 
his  personal  character;  for  his  kindness,  his  genero- 
sity, his  magnanimity,  have  placed  bim  high  in  the 
estimation'of  every  good  man,  withont  respect  to 
political  distinctions,  i  but  give  vent  td  my  unaf- 
fected feelings  pf  respect  on '  this  occasion,  yet  I 
shonid  not  have  arisen  and  obtruded  myself  in  ad- 
vance of  others,  but  for  tbe  consideration  that  it 
would  proceed  with  a  better  grace  from  one  who 
has  taken  different  views,  but  whose  private  opi- 
nion of  that  distingnished  man  hss  never  beeii  im- 
paired. I  therefore  move  the  nnanimous  adaption 
of  the  resolation. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentacky  said :  I  rise,  sir,  with 
peculiar  satisfaction  to  second  the  motion  of  my 
friend  near  me.  Perhaps  that  motion  shonid  have 
proceeded  from  myself,  as  one  of  the  representa- 
tives of  tbe  State  from  which  that  gentleiqan  come°. 
I  should  most  undoubtedly  have  made  sneh  a  mo- 
tion, if  it  had  not  been  made  by  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina;  but  I  am  happy  that  my  friend 
has  thought  proper  to  offer  this  resolution.  Sir, 
Without  meaning  to  refer  at  all  to  those  great  ques- 
tions of  national  policy  on  which  it  is  my  mi^fQt- 
tnne  to  diff<r  from  the  Vice  Pbesidbmt,  who  has 
just  retired  from  the  chair,  I  bear  a  willing  testi- 
daony  t  o  his  worth.  He  posstsses  that  which  I 
consider  as  one  pf  the  best  qualities  of  onr  nature — 
an  excellence  of  heart,  and  a  kindness  of  disposi- 
tion and  of  feeling  towards  all  our  common  race.' 
Aod  in  relation  to  the  station  he  has  filled,  I  can 
bear,  as  I  do,  with  equal  pleasure,  this  further  tes- 
timony, that,  on  all  occasions,  he  has  evinced  a  per- 
fect impartiality;  and  I  have  been  able  to  judge,  in 
tbe  discharge  of  his  duties,  a  quality  amongst  the 
first,  if  not  the  very  first,  to  be  possessed 
by  tbe  presiding  officer  of  any  deliberative  body. 
Sir,  he  his  been  distinguished,  both  in  the  field  and 
the  cabinet  of  hiscoun'ry;  and  wherever  he  has 
been  known,  he  has  been  esteemed  and  beloved  for 
his  patriotism,  for  his  worth,  and  for  his  kindness 
of  heart;  and  I  hope,  in  the  retirement  which  he  is 
about  te  enter,  he  may  continne  to  enjoy  that  fe- 
licity which  should  be  ever  felt  and  experienced  by 
those  who,  whatever  may  have  been  their  errors  of 
judgment — and  errors  of  jadgment  all  must  have 
made  more  or  less — have  the  consciousness  of  hav- 
ing discharged,  according  to  their  best  judgment, 
iheir  duty  to  their  country. 

The  resoluMon  was  then  ananimqusly  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  the  consideration  of 
Executive  business, 

And,  at  about  19  o'clock,  adjoamed. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
ToESDAT,  March  2,  1841. 

Mr.  DOTY  of  Wiskonsan  asked  leave  to  intro- 
duce the  following  resolution;  which  was  objected 
to: 

Jleiolved,  That  the  hoars  from  twelve  to  half 
past  two  o'clock  be  set  apart  for  the  consideration 
of  Territorial  bniiness . 

Mr.  "nLLINQHAST,  on  leave,  pretenled  reso- 
lutions of  tbe  State  of  Rhode  Ishud,  on  the  sobjeel 
of  the  public  lands;  which  were  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GRAVES,  also  on  leave,  presented  ceitaia 
papers,  (the  nature  of  which  coold  not  be  ascei- 
taioed  by  the  Reporter,)  which  were  referred  to  the 
Commitiee  on  the  Judiciary.  . 

Tbe  SPEAKER  stated  that  there  was  a  motion 
peading  fix  »  a  <m|1  of  ttte  Hooae. 


On  the  question  beiag  taken,  there  were— ayes 
47,  noes  ad. 

So  a  calil  of  the'  House  was  ordered. 

TbeCLsax  then  called  the  roll,  and  one  hundred 
and  forty  members  having  answered  to  their 
names,  and  a  qao^m  being  present, 

All  fiuther  proceedings  in  the  call-  were  dis- 
pensed with. 

vThe  qnestion  now  recurred  on  the  motion  tnade 
yesierday  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Johwon ,  that  the  rules  pre- 
scribing  tbe  order  of  business  be  su^ended,  to  enable 
him  to  submit  a  motion  that  the  House  proceed  tOkthe 
consideration  of  tbe  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  revive  and  continue  the  corporate  ex- 
istence of  the  banks  in  tbe  District  of  Colambia." 

On  that  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered, 
and  resulteil— yeas  71,  nays  71. 

There  not  being  two-thirds,  the  roles  were  not 
suspended. 

'rhe  House  then,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution 
adopted  yesterday,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Bbhxis  in  the  chair,)  and  took 
up  the  following 

SENATE  BILLS: 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Lemuel  While; 

Ao  act  for  tbe  relief  of  William  P.  Rathbone; 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Hannah  Leighton; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Seeley; 
.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Jonea; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Keller  and 
Henry  Stone; 

An  act  far  the'  relief  of  Lienienaiit  John  E.  Bis- 
phani; 

An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Avery,  Saltmarsh,  and 
Co.; 
,  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Carter; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bogy; 

An  act  for  the  rehef  of  Jean  Baptiste  Comeau; 

An  act  for  the  jehef  of  Frabeis  H.  Harrison; 
and 

An  act  for  tha  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Miguel  Es- 
lava. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  strike  oat  the 
enacting  clause  of  the  last  named  bill. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  C.  JOHNSON, 
MOORE.  RARIDBN,  BRBCKBNRIDQE.LBAD- 
BBTTBR,  DILLET,  SMITH  of  Maine,  POPS, 
WISE,  DOWNING,  and  CRABB,  the  question 
was  taken  on  striking  out  the  enactmg  cifcitse,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 
.  Tbe  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  billa, 
with  various  amendments,  to  the  Hoose. 

The  act  for  tbe  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Mfgnel 
Eslava,  and  the  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Francis  A- 
Harrison,  were  laid  aside  till  to-morrow,  and  the 
others  were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

After  tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Avery,  Sahmaish 
and  Co.  had  passed, 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  that  the  vote  on  its 
passage  be  reconsidered. 

No  action  was  taken  on  die  motion.  It  wiH 
come  up  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VANDERPOEL,  the  House 
then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  th*  slate  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Wise  in  the  chair,) 
and  took  up  the  bill  providing  for  the  support  of 
tbe  Miliiaiy  Academy  far  the  year  1841. 

After  the  bill  bad  been  read  through, 

Mr.  ANDREWS  moved  to  strike  out  die  enact- 
ing clause;  whieh  motion  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  read  by  elanses,  and  there 
being  no  amendment  offeied,  it  was  laid  aside  to  be 
reported. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  that  the  committee  take  «p 
the  bill  making  appropriation  for  surveys,  and  other 
purposes;  which  motion  was  agreed  to] 

The  bill  was  then  taken  np,  and  numoons 
amendments  offered;  pending  theconsideratioa  of 
which,  the  hour  having  arrived,  the  Hoiue  took 
its  usual  recess. 

[EVBNIKQ  SESSfON.] 

After  the  recess — 

The  House  resumed  its  session  in  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole,  aad  alter  ^some  time  aptat  therein,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported 

The  bill  making  appropriation  for  Ute  support  ef 
the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  for  1841, 


withont  amendment. 
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Alsn  the  bill  makioj;  appropriation  for  snivejs 
and  other  purposes,  wilhoat  coming  to  any  resola. 
tion  thereon. 

The  above  bil!  makirg  appropriatioo  Tor  thesnp- 
port  of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  was 
then,  afker  Mor.e  debate,  which  will  be  noticed 
heieafter,  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Senate. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  cossidrred  the  amendments  of  the  Se- 
nate to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Oovernment  for  1841. 
FEES  OF'  NEW  YORK  COLLECTOR. 

The  qaesiion  being  on  agreeing  to  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  genirai  appropriation  bill, 
restricting  the  allowances  of  the  Collector  of  the 
Customs  at  New  York, 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  the  InvestigatingConmil- 
ie*  appointed  some  years  since,  diseoTered  that  the 
Collector  of  (he  port  of  New  Yurk  received  im- 
mense sums  from  storage,  in  addition  to  his  rega- 
lar  salary;  aad,  in  consequence  of  a  re,  on  made 
by  diat  committee,  ih<-  salary  of  the  collector  was 
res'ricisd  in  1839  to  (4,000.  Thai  officer  had  then 
admitted  that  he  made  a  profit  of  7  per  cent,  on  the 
protest  money  rrtained  jn  his  bands.  He  bad  been 
ordered  by  the  Department  to  pay  over  ibe«e  n  o- 
neys  to  the  GoveramtLt,  but  he  had  pasitively  re- 
fa>ed  to  do  s",  replying  to  ihe  Secretary  of  ihe 
Treasury  that  *'he  inlemlcd,  when  he  (houjd  go  cut 
of  office,  to  have  his  accounts  settled  according  to 
Shrewsbury  clock."  This  same  collector  had  now 
resigned;  but  he  wasi  not  a  defaulter;  oh  no!  there 
was  now  a  more  refined  phrate  in  nse— he  "re- 
tained the  fees,"  (which  amounted  to  the  moderate 
little  sum  of  ^140,000)  Yet  every  other  charge  he 
bad  made  in  the  setilrment  Of  his  account,  bad 
been  aUowed  by  the  OepartmenL  What  dionid 
have  been  done  with  such  a  man,  when  he 
r^fosed  to  pay  ever  moneys  belonging  either 
to  the  neicbaats  of  New  York,  or  ti  ihe  Qovern- 
mtnt  of  the  United  Stalest  He  ought  to  have 
been  "expunged."  The  Qovemment  ought  to  have 
clipped  his  official  head  off  bis  shoulders,  and  said, 
"so  much  for  Hujt."  Instead  r,{  this,  the  Oovern- 
uent  might  cry,  "<o  much  for  our  (140,000." 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  observed,  he  was  compel- 
led to  say  a  few  words  in  reply;  and  what  he  said, 
should  be  on  his  r<:spon5ibiliiy  as  a  member. 
A  great  many  vagoeaml  erroneous  rumors  were  in 
eircniaiioa  abont  this  affair  of  Mr.  Hoy4,  and  he 
wonld  now  state  it  as  he  had  nnd(r.stood  it  to  be 
from  the  best  auifaority.  Ht  wonld  slate,  in  the 
first  place,  that  the  balance  retained  in  Mr.  Hoyt's 
bands  was  only  (40,000,  and  the  greater  part  of 
this  was  for  official  fee^  received  by  him.  It  had 
formerly  been  thought  that,  the  bill  fixing  the  salaiy 
of  the  collector,  cut  off  all  fees  for  enlries,  per- 
mits, etc  ;  and  under  this  impression,  the  predectf- 
sors  of  Mr.  Hoyt  had  paid  over  these  fees  to  the 
departmoDt.  Bat  Mr.  Hoyt,  on  further  examina- 
lioD,  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  law  did 
not  forbid  him  to  rective  the; e  fees;  and,  in  thi; 
opinion,  he  claimed  to  be  supported  by  a  deebion  of 
Judge  Stoiy ,  establishing  a  legal  distinction  between 
"emoluments"  and  •■&«:"  and  v  the  law  eat  off 
only  "emoluments,"  be  insisted  that  '  fees"  did  not 
come  ander  its  provisions.  Toe  Treasury  resisted 
this  interpretation  of  the  collector,  and  sued  Mr. 
Hoyt  fur  the  amount  of  fees  in  his  hands.  The 
matter  had  been  submitted  to  Ihe  President,  who, 
afier  a  personal  examination  of  the  question,  had 
decided  against  the  collecior,  and  ordered  him  to 
be  sued;  he  and  his  sureties  had  been  prosecuted 
accordingly,  and  Mr.  Huyt  bad  been  ordered  to 
deposite  the  balance  in  court,  to  abide  the  issue  of 
the  rait.  On  this  ihe  collector,  seeing  what  was 
coming,  refigned,  and  had  net  paid  6ver  the  money 
as  ordered.  Mr.  V.  said  be  was  personally  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  Hoyt's  bail,  and  believel  them 
to  be  woith  more  than  five  limes  as  mneh  as  the 


amount  claimed  by  the  Government  to  be  doe 
from  him.  He  believed  and  hoped,  too,  that  Mr. 
Hoyt  himself  was  able*  to  pay  it. 

Mr.  Huyt  bad  offered  to  discharge  *  the  du- 
ties of  the  office  till  a  snccessor  diould  be 
appointed,  but  the  President  had  refused  the  offer, 
and  nominated  a  snccessor,  and  the  Sena'e  had 
confirmed  the  nomination.  Mr.  Hoyt  was  the  po- 
litical and  personal  friend  of  the  President;  but  the 
latter  wonld  not,  it  seems,  treated  bim  more  leni- 
ently Uian  be  had  .treated  others  who  retained  mo- 
ney nnder  ciroumstaDces  somewhat  similar. 

He  would  fcdd  one  word  on  the  subject  of  fees. 
The  collector  had  been  in  the  habit  of  reeeiviog, 
as  was  !>aid  by  many,  and  believed,  from  |I0,000 
to  115,000,  in  the  shape  of  storage,  and  nearly 
(15,000  more  in  the  form  of  fees.  The  fees  had 
been  excluded  by  the  amendment  adopted  in  the 
Senate,  bat  the  storage  had  been  always  coacedrd, 
as  a  perquisite  of  the  collector's  office  at  New 
York;  but  th}  Senate's  amendment  proposed 
to  cut  that  off  also.  There  were  no  public  stores 
in  New  York.  The  eollec'or,  therefore,  hired 
buildinss  on  hij  own  account,  aid  on  all  gouds 
stortd  ihfre  he  charged  importers  for  storage. 
The  section  in  ibe  S'-t  rf  1839,  to  which  the  gcmlc- 
man  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wi>e]  referred,  as  cufing 
off  storage,h.\d  no  mure  todu  with  that  su^j'■ct  (ban 
a  text  from  the  Heidelberg  Calechii^m.  But  ihe 
effect  of  the  Senatets  amendment,  which,  would 
soon  be  read,  was  to  cut  off  all  fees,  and  leave  the 
collector  to  bis  r.a'ary  of  (4,U00,  tn'l  his  s'orage  to 
the  extent  of  (3,000  more,  now  put  together  in  due 
sam  of  (6,000.  Ip  addition  tcnhi:', the  cullectorgot 
one-sixth  of  all  seizures,  fid'-K,  and  forfeiturss; 
which  reemed  a  neces.'ary  incentive  to  vigilance  in 
preventing  frauds  and  abn-es. 

Mr.  MORGAN  observed  ihit  his  colleague  bad 
defended  the  Ne*  York  eollec'or. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  he  had  not;  he  had 
merely  stated  the  faci',  and  not  by  way  of  defence. 

Mr.  MOROAN  gave  it  ai  his  opinion  that,  in- 
stad  of  being  a  defaulter  only  to  the  amount  of 
(40,000,  it  wonld  turn  out,  when  the  facts  were 
fully  investigated,  as  they  soon  would  be,  that  this 
man  was  a  larger  de&ulter  than  Price.  The 
claims  of  Mr.  Hoyt  veie  understood  to  be  over 
(300,000,  under  the  pretext  of  a  guarantee  for  liia 
responsibilities  for  teizores.  Mr.  M.  suspected  he 
would  be  foand  treading  in  the  footsteps  of  his  pre- 
decessor. 

The  committee  having  ccnearreif  in  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  the  bill,  as  anirnded,  was  re- 
ported to  the  HooK*. 

The  amendmeais  arere  then  oonenrred  in  by  the 
House,  and  the  Clerk,  directed  to  apprise  the  Se- 
nate of  Ibit  fact. 

Afier  the  dispoMi  of  motioBS  illative  to  private 
bosincss,  an  aoeonntof  which  will  be  given  here- 
after, 

A.I  ten miantea before  10o*eloek, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BBATTY, 

The  House  adjonmed. 

IN  SENATE,      - 
WxDHtSDiT,  March  3, 1641. 
The  Senate  was  called  to  order  by  the  Secretary, 
and  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  President  pro  Urn- 
pBTt,  and  the  votes  being  counted,  ibe  followiog 
was  declared  to  be  the  result: 
Whale  number  of  votes     ....       30 
Mr.  Kiao  received      .  .         16 

Mr.SoiiTRtBD 9 

Scattering  ....  5 

Mr.  EINGi,  having  received  a  majoiity  of  the 
whole  namb'r  of  votes,  was  declared  to  be  duly 
elected;  and  having  been  condocted  to  the  chair  by 
Mr.  Bbnton  and  Mr.  Cilhoo>,  in  a  short 
and  pertinent  addVesi,  expressed  bis  grateful  s>nte 
of  the  manifest«tio.i  of  the  kindness  and  ennfideaee 
of  bis  brother  Senators.  It  had  been  his  fortune  to 
preside  over  that  body,  as  President  pro  umptrt,  for 


several  years:  how  he  had  discharged  the  duties  of 
that  station  was  known  to  every  Senator  present. 
He  had  ever  attempted  to  discbarge  those  duties 
with  laiibfulness  and  with  the  utmost  impartiality. 
Daring  the  short  period  that  remained  or  the  pre- 
sent session,  he  hoped  to  coniinne  to  give  evi- 
dence to  the  body  of  the  same  desire  to  dis- 
charge faiibrnlly  the  duties  of  the  station  to  which 
they  had  called  him. 

He  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  he  had  wit. 
nefsed  on  several  ooeasions  at  the  elose  of  the  ses- 
sioas  of  Conxress,  a  degree  of  excitement  which 
did  not,  in  his  opinion,  comport  with  the  grave 
duties  of  ihe  Senate,  and  which  was  ealca'ated  to 
impair  the  weight  of  their  deliberations,  and  was 
not  calcnla'ediofaciliiaie  thedespatehof  their  busi- 
ness. He  trusted  that  spirit  would  be  banished 
for  the  residue  of  the  session,  and  that  they  should 
he  aetaattd  by  that  spirit  of  kindnesa  and  coartesy, 
and  of  self  as  well  as  personal  respect,  which  oniht 
to  cbaraetenz:  the  deliberations  of  that  body,  con- 
sisting of  the  representatives  of  great,  of  sove- 
reign, and  of  independent  States.  But  if,  nnfor- 
Innately,  ih^re  should  be  any  departnrK  from  strict 
order,  be  should  leel  it  his  duty  to  cheek  it  iuManth ; 
it  was  an  obligation  which  he  felt  rested  upon  him 
to  do  so,  but  at  the  same  lime,  she  should  do  it 
in  no  spiiit  of  unkiadnees.  He  trusted,  however,  he 
should  have  no  occasion  to  exercise  the  power 
wi  h  which  they  had  inves  ed  him,  and  that  they 
should  part  as  ihe^  bad  met,  with  seniimenLs  of 
good  feeling  and  kmd  fellowship.  « 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH  of  Cannecticut,  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  was  dis- 
charged from  the  farther  cossideratiou  of  all  thd 
subjects  heretofore  referred  to  them,  and  nnac- 
ed  on. 

Similar  mitionswere  made  by  Mr.  PIERCE, 
from  the  CoramiUee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  Mr. 
NORVELL.  f  om  the  Committee  on  Commerre. 

Mr  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  MilitA- 
ry  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  uf 
Major  Qcneral  Jesnp,  reported  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  the  prayer  of  the  memoriaUst 
was  rea'onable,  that  it  ought  to  be  granted,  and  it 
would  be  accoraplUhed  by  the  printing  of  the  memn- 
ria',  which  he  accordingly  moved,  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STURGEON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pa- 
teals,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Ha- 
zard Knowles,  asked  to  he  discharged  from  its  fnr^ 
tber  coBsideraiion,  and  that  the  memorialist  have 
leave  to  withdraw  his  papers;  wb'cb  wa<  agreed  to. 

The  followiM  fesolaitoa  sabmitted  some  days 
siRce  by  Mr.  HBimMMNr,  was  coasidered  and 
agreed  to 

B$uhii,  Thai  the  Seeitatary  of  War  he  directed 
to  famish  the  Senate,  a«  soon  as  convenient,  either 
at  this  or  Ihe  next  senionof  Congress,  with  the  best 
iaformatioa  be  may  obtain  of  the  practicability  of 
establishing  a  foundry  and  mannfactory  of  arms 
on  the  bonks  of  the  Hiaeiasippi  river,  between  St. 
Louis,  in  Missouii,  and  Memphis^  in  Tetmcseee, 
giviog  his  opinion  as  io  the  sfie  moat  praetieable, 
with  his  reason  therefor,  predioated  oa  the  ad- 
vantage aad  stability  of  the  river  bank,  its  ooa- 
veaient  supply  of  om,  fhel,  heakhAilness  of  the 
locality,  a«l  other  etmsideralioas  promotive  of  the 
objceis  of  such  an  estabUAmenl. 

The  following  resolution  sabmitted  yesterday  by 
Mr.  BcHTON,  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Stated,  That  the  PresMent  of  the  United  States 
bereqaeeiodteoao*  lebe  laid  before  the  Senate, 
at  the  oommeneemenl  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
};rrtl>,  a  comparative  statement  of  the  condition  of 
the  public  defences  by  Ian  I  and  water,  and  of  alt 
the  preparations  and  means  of  defeoea,  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  1839,  and  on  the  first  day  of 
Jannary,  1841;  together  with  a  oomparative  state- 
meat  of  the  actual  and  anihotized  strengjth  of  the 
army  of  the  United  Stales  on  4he  same  days. 

The  resolution  suboined  by  lb.  Krnbt,  firom 
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<he  Comaiitl«e  on  th*  ConiiDgeat  Ezp«aditare«  or 
the  SeaaM,  (Howing  additiooal  compeoaation  to 
the  Astisiant  doorkeeper,  and  to  the  mentngers, 
ftgts,  and  laborers  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  office 
ttfihe  Seeretaiy  of  the  Senate,  was  taken  np  for 
eonddentiion , 

.The  resolution  was  opposed  by  Mr.  HENDER- 
SON, and  advocated  by  Messrs.  POLTUN,  NOR- 
VSLL,  PORTER,  aAd  CLAY  of  Alabama,  and 
was  agreed  to— ayes  3d,  noes  6. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  f  appott  of  the  Military 
Academy  for  the  year  1841,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  WALKER  proposed  an  amendment  appro- 
priatihg  |30,000  for  the  continuation  of  the  miliiary 
and  geographical  surveys  west  of  the  Mississippi; 
wbira  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pa- 
tents, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  fur  promoting 
the  progress  of  useful  aits  by  EMaring  the  right  of 
•nrrntion  and  copy-right  to  proprietors  of  new  de- 
signs for  mannfaetans  for  a  limited  time,  reported 
the  same  wiiheot  amendment,  and  it  v  as  laid  on 
<he  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  House  bill 
voaoeTniDg  naey  pensions  and  half  pay  was  taken 
«|i,  and  the  amendments  of  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs  havini;  been  concurred  in, 

Mr.  WALK^  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as 
to  provide  for  the  widows  of  those  who  have  died 
or  may  die  in  the  tervice;  which  was  rejected,  and- 
the  bin  was  erdered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  Military 
Academy  for  the  year  1841,  was  read  a  third  time, 
•nd  passed. 

Co  motion  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  House  bill  to  ex- 
tend, lor  fire  years,  the  act  approved  July  7, 1838, 
gimaiing  half  pay  and  pensions  to  certain  widows. 

Mr.  P.  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  which 
would  embrace  within  its  provisions  those  em- 
braced in  the  law  of  1836;  which  Mr.  P.  advo- 
cated at  some  length.  He  was  followed  in  the  de- 
bale,  in  which  the  policy  of  the  pension  system  was 
discussed,  and  in  which  Messrs.  WALKER, 
HUNnNGTON,  SMITH  of  CoDneeiieni,  BEN- 
TON. PRESTON,  CALHOUN,  BATES,  MER- 
RICK, WRIQHT,  and  BUCHANAN.  parUei- 
pated,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  concerning  navy  pensions  and  half  pay 
coming  up  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vole  bo  which  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  for 
the  purpose  of  proposing  an  amendment  in  relation 
to  the  widows  of  those  who  have  died  or  may  die 
in  the  aerviee. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost — ayes  17,  noes 
83;  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  preeealed  a  memorial  of  citi- 
MM  of  Penufylvania,  stating  several  provisions, 
which,  in  their  opinion,  shonld  be  incorporated  in 
any  bankrupt  bill  that  might  pass  the  Senate:  the 
memorial  was  then  laid  en  the  table. 

The  Senate  then  took  a  recess  nniil  5  o'clock. 

[Bvmia«  Smsioh.] 

Mr.  TALLMADOE  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  York  in  relation  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  pohlie  lands;  which  were  laid  en  die  ta- 
ble, and  oroeted  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRiaaT  said,  as  there  was  no  business 
before  Uie  Scute,  he  would  submit  the  following 
resolution  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to. 

Onftred,  That  the  Seoreiaiy  inform  ihe  House 
of  Bepresenutives  that  the  Senate,  having  finished 
the  legislative  business  before  diem,  are  ready  to 
a4iooni. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TAPPAN, 

Otitni,  That  a  joint  committee  be  appointed  to 
waint  on  tiie  President  ot  the  United  States,  and 
notify  him  that,  unless  he  have  other  communica- 
tions to  make  to  the  two  Hoaaea  of  Congress,  they 
are  ready  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  and  Mr.  WRIGHT  were  ap- 
pointed  said  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  making  compensation  to  the  State  of 
Maine  for  die  services  of  her  militia,  came  back 
Iron  the  Hooae  with  an  amendment,  appropriating 


|308,000  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  expensed  ia- 
eorred  on  account  of  militia  called  out  to  protect 
brr  inhabitants  against  Indian  aggression. 

The  bill  Was  taken  up,  and  the  question  being 
on  concurrioK  in  the  amendment  of  lite  House, 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  moved  to  amend  die 
amendment,  authnriziag  the  aadiUog  and  settle- 
meat  uf  the  claim  of  Alabama  for  ezpeadiiutes  Iq- 
carred  in  calling  out  her  militia  for  simitar  pur- 
poses. 

Mr,  C.  urged  with  much  (amestness  the  justice 
of  this  claim,  and  the  propriety  of  providing  for  its 
auditing  and  settlement.  He  ^as  follotved  by 
Messrs.  SOUTHARD,  MANGt^M,  PRESTON, 
LINN,  BAYaRD,  SEVIER,  MERRICK, 
WRIGHT,  and  FIERCE,  when 

Mr.  MANGUM  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  Ihe  table. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  demanded  the  yeas  anS  nays, 
and  the  motion  was  withdrawn. 

The  qaestiun  was  Uien  taken  on  the  amendmeat 
proposed  by  Mr.  Cut  of  Alabama,  and  decided 
in  the  negative — ayes  14,  noes  li,  as  rollows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Benton,  Clay  of 
Alabama,  Cndibert,  Fulton,  King,  Mangnm,  Mer- 
rick, Nicbolson,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Sturgeon,  Tall- 
madge.  Walker — 14. 

NAYSi— Messrs.  Bayard,  Choate,  Henderson, 
Huntington,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Smith 
af  Indiana,  Southard,  Tappan,  Wall,  White,  Wil- 
liams, Wright— J4. 

Mr.  PIERCE  then  proposed  an  amendment  ap- 
propriating j(6,000  in  payment  of  the  claim  of  New 
Hampshire  tor  services  of  her  militia;  which  was 
negatived — ayes  14,  noes  IS. 

The  question  then  coming  up  on  agreeing  to  die 
amendment  of  die  House  in  relation  to  the  claim 
of  Georgia,  Mr.  CUTHBERT  addressed  the  Se- 
nate in  support  of  die  motion,  and  submitted  a  let- 
ter from  die  Secretary  of  War  in  favor  of  the 
claim,  and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in — yeas 
37,  noes  3.    The  bill  was  dien  passed. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  having  obtained  the  fioor,  said 
that  the  joint  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  State;,  and  inform  him 
that  ihe  two  Houses  of  Congress  were  ready  to 
clo^  the  prestnt  session  by  adjournment,  reported 
that  they  had  performed  the  duty  assigned  them, 
diat  the  President  informed  diem  he  bad  no  further 
communication  to  make,  and  expressed  his  warm 
wishesfor  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  die  mem- 
bers, and  their  safe  return  to  their  families. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  dien  moved  that  the  Senate  ad- 
journ. • 

Previous  (o  putting  Uie  question,  die  PRisionrT 
pro  tern,  in  a  few  brief  and  pertinent  remarks,  took 
leave  of  die  Senaie,  and  the  motion  being  carried 
in  die  affirmative, 

The  Senate  adjourned  riae  <ti«. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wedxisoat,  March  3,  1841. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  asked  leave  to  submit  die  fol- 
lowing  resolndon: 

Baobitd,  That  die  Clerk  be  audiorized  to  pro- 
cure from  the  respective  publishers,  and  furnish 
such  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  as 
have  not  received  them  under  former  orders,  the 
following  books,  and  pay  for  the  same  out  of  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  House,  being  such,  in  part, 
as  have  been  supplied  to  members  of  the  last  and 
preceding  Ctmgresses,  viz;  the  Congressional  do- 
cuments compUed  by  order  of  Congres::,  entitled 
State  Papers,  the  Register  of  Debatirf ,  Elliot's  De- 
bates Contested  Elections,  and  die  Land  Laws  and 
opinions  compiled  by  order  of  the  Senate;  but  no- 
thing herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  autho- 
rize the  reprinting  of  either  of  the  above  works. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  MITCHELL  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  prescribmg  the  order  of  business. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays — 
yeas  73,  nays  58— not  two-thirds. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  Senate  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  A.  Harrison," 
which  was  laid  aside  on  yesteiday. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  having  explained  briefly  die 
principles,  \iiyolved  in  the  bill, 


Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  moved  diat  it  be  lakl  npoa 
the  table. 

Mr.  BOYO  said  he  boped  that  the  gendemaft 
would  not  prats  his  mown  until  an  ezptanatia& 
could  be  made  on  the  other  side.  It  is  truh,  Mr. 
Speaker,  (remarked  Mr.  B.)  at  is  stated  byite 
genilematt  ft«m  Virginia,  [Mr.  Hopeus,]  Uiat  dih 
Committee  oh  die  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  have 
reportei  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  on  yollr 
table;  but  it  is  also  true  tend  t  st&te  it  as  aii  oSset 
to  the  committee's  report,)  that  the  bill  Jias  passed 
the  Senatii  twice,  and  diat,  too,  as  I  understand, 
wiibont  one  dissenting  voice. 

Mr.  Harrison,  the  Postmaster  at  Padueah,  Ken- 
lucky,  (said  Mr.  B.)  swears  that  a  owtain  amooat 
of  money  in  his  posjession,  belongiof  to  ihe  Post 
Office  Dtpartmeni,  was  cOnsuiti«l  by  Dret  nitd^r 
ciicomstances  Which  rendered  it  diderly  impdssibflt 
for  him  or  any  body  else  to  save  it.  A  ntimber  olf 
respectable  citizens  of  the  town  state,  in  a  menlo- 
riai  accompanying  the  bill,  that  the  post  office  was 
kept  in  an  eligible  place,  and  in  a  suitable  house 
near  the  ceiitre  of  a  treat  row  of  buildings  in  said 
town;  the  whole  of  which  row  of  buildings  was, 
togedier  with  all  the  principal  part  of  the  town, 
and  nearly  every  species  of  property  contained 
therein,  wholly  consumed.  The  fire  was  at  the 
dead  hour  of  the  night,  and  the  destmction  of  pro- 
perty was  immense. 

The  honesty  and  private  worth  of  Mr.  fiarristfn 
is  also  fully  ph>vbd,  biit  on  this  point,  I  myself 
C3n  bear  testimony.  I  have  known  that  man  ever 
since  I  was  three  feet  hig^,  and,  sir,  from  that  time 
up,  I  have  never  heard  him  charged  With  a  dis- 
honorable act.  Bat,  sir,  nobody  seems  to  doubt 
the  truth  of  Mr.  Harrison's  statement,  The  eom- 
mitiee  do  net  assume  that  there  is  any  reason  to 
doubt  on  that  point.  Bat  they  reported  against  the 
bill  because  they  were  of  opinion  that  diere  existed 
no  precedent  in  our  previous  legislation,  involving 
the  principle  assumed  in  die  bill.  Now,  sir,  on  this 
point  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  atlentiono''  gendemen 
to  a  case  directly  in  point.  I  allude  to  the  ease  of 
J.  D.  Hay,  in  1814.  He  was  postmaster  at  Vin- 
cennes,  Indiana,  and  lost  about  the  same  amount  of 

Sost  office  money  by  fire  which  Mr.  Harrison 
id.  Mr.  H.  took  an  oath  as  to  the  circum- 
stances and  amount  of  the  loss.  His  neigh- 
bors bore  testimony,  in  like  -  manner,  to 
his  good  character,  and  Congress  relieved  him 
from  the  payment  of  the  money.  New,  sir. 
If  it  was  right  to  relieve  Mr.  Hay  Ihen,  I  appeal  to 
gentlemen  to  say  if  it  is  not  also  right  to  relieve 
Mr.  Harrison  noto.  There  are  other  eases,  said 
Mr.  B.  and  a  great  number  of  them,  which  might 
be  cited,  having  a  strong  bearing  as  precedents  to 
ju'tify  the  passage  of  diis  bill.  But,  sir,  I  will  not 
detain  the  House  to  give  them  in  detail  I  know 
that,  to  ensure  the  destruction  of  a  measure  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  it  is  only  neceMiaty  to 
make  a  long  speech  about  iu  That  die  ends  of 
justice  will  be  met  by  the  adoption  of  Uiis  mearure, 
diere  can  be  no  doubt;  and  I  do  hope  gendemen 
will  withdraw  dieir  opposition,  and  diat  die  bill 
will  be  passed. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  ADAMS  in  favor  of, 
and  by  Mr.  CONNOR  in  opposition  to,  the  bUI, 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
L.  WILLIAMS,  and  decided  in  die  affirmative- 
ayes  85,  noes  62. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
''  The  question  now  recurred  en  agrteine  widi  the 
amendment  of  the   Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Miguel  Bslava." 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  RARIDBN,  die 
House  refu!^ejl  to  concur  in  the  amentdment  and 
the  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SERGEANT,  die  House  look 
up  Senate  bill  entided  "An  act  respecting  die  hein 
of  Agnes  Dundas;"  also. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CUuTIS,  Senate  bill  to  abo- 
lish the  office  of  Surveror  of  the  Cobtoms  of  Curri- 
tuck Inlet,  North  Carolina;  which  bills  were  seve- 
rally read  a  ihtrd  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CRABS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  to  reorganize 
the  judicial  couits  of  Uie^nited  Siateu  but  die 
motion  did  not  prevail.  I       r^f^CT  I C- 
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Qa  moboa  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Vitginia.  tbe 
Honae  ibea  Tcsolved  itself  into  a  CoBumtiM  of  Ibe 
Wbol*,  aad  eoosidereii  tbe  •mendments  Of  th«  Se- 
iuu«  to  tbe  Naval  Appropriation  bill. 

And  the  same  harins  been  eoncarrtd  io, 

Tiie  amendment  of  ihe  Senate  to  the  bill  mak- 
iof  appropriation  for  tbe  sopport  of  the  Academy 
at  West  Point,  was  next  considered,  and  also  con- 
conrcilui. 

Tbe  amendmenis  of  ibe  Senate  to  the  Armj  bill 
were  then  considertd,  and  eonenmdin. 

Tbe  ammdmenisof  ibe  Senate  to  the  bill  making 
•ppropriation.for  the  desiiiute  Kiekapoo  Indians, 
and  for  the  removal  of  the  Swan  Cieek  and  BUek 
Eivcr  Indians  of  Michigan,  were  adopted,  with  tbe 
exception  of  that  in  favor  of  Cleaieuis  Brjran,  and 
Co.  On  this  amendment  a  debate  arosf ,  which  bad 
not  terminated  when  the  Hoase  took  its  nsnal  le- 


EvBalMS  SCMION. 

After  tbe  recesa— 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  tbe  Com- 
mittee n»e  and  reported  on  the  aittendmeals  of  the 
Senate  <o  the  amy,  navy,  and  Indian  af>propria- 
lion  bills,  leaving  to  be  considered  hereafter  the 
amendment  relating  to  Clements,  Bryan  and  Co, 

Mr.  SilSGEANT,  from  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
lee,  on  leave,  made  tbe  ioUowing  report: 

"Tbe  Coamine»oa  the  Judiciary  to  whoa  was 
lefemd  aand^  memorials  from  oiticeos  of  New 
York,  complaining  of  tbe  official  conduct  of  Al- 
fred Cookling,  Jodge  of  tbe  District  Conrt  of  the 
United  States  for  the  Northern  District  of  New 
York,  and  also  a  letter  from  Jadge  Conkling  to  ihe 
Hon.  Chi^topher  Morgan,  explanatory  of  bis  con- 
duel  in  tbe  particolar  complained  of  in  the  memo- 
rial, report: 

"Tb*t,  having  duly  considered  the  complaint 
and  the  rxplanatiuo,  ihey  are  of  opinion  that  there 
is  not  g roand  for  the  interposition  of  ibe  power  of 
thit  House.  In  comug  to  this  eonclosion,  they 
would  not  be  nndersiood  to  approve  tbe  conduct  of 
Judge  Conbliag,  nor  even  to  acquit  him  of  some  Im- 
propriety in  the  instince  complained  of.  In  say- 
ing to  the  recognitors,  afier  the  verdict  wis  given, 
(as  he  admits  he  d.d,)  'I  extremely  reget  the  small 
resprct  yoB  have  sbuwn  for  yonr  oaihs,'  he  was 
mating  an  imputation  beyond  the  line  of  bis  dnty, 
and  inconsistent  with  the  mutaalregard  by  judges 
andjurersfor  each  other's  rights aiid  feelings  which 
is  essential  to  tbe  due  administration  of  justice. 

"But  tbe  committee  do  not  believe  that  there  was 
any  eorropt  meiive  on  the  pan  of  tbe  jndge,  and 
Ibey  think  that  a  single  instance  of  the  undue  influ 
enee  of  excitement,  though  it  must  be  disapproved, 
ought  net  to  be  vit^ited  with  undue  severity.  Re- 
pealed incidenis  of  the  same  kind,  should  they  oc- 
cur, might  be  deemed  characteristic,  and  as  such 
to  renuire  a  eoneepundiag  measare  of  correction, 
lest  thi»  effatt  might  be  to  io  jure,  if  not  to  destroy, 
the  administration  of  justice.  Tbe-proper  applica- 
tion of  one  such  ocearrence  is  to  let  it  terve  as  an 
admonition  to  guard  against  the  indulgence  of  tem- 
per, and  eipecially  to  avoid  tbe  imputaitiMt  of  un- 
due motives  where  ibey  are  not  legitimate  subjects 
of  inquiry. 

'*11ie  committee,  therefore,  offer  the  following 
rMolttiioa: 

"Baohtd,  That  tbe  committee  be  difcharged 
ftom  the  further  consideration  of  tbe  snbjecu" 

Blr.  CDRTIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, made  an  adverse  report  npon  the  petition  of 
At  Steam  Navigation  Companies,  praying  an  alte- 
ration of  the  law  of  debentures  so  that  drawback  of 
duties  may  be  allvwcd  upon  foreign  coals  uiporttd 
from  the  Uniied  States,  and  consumed  on  board  of 
8team«hips  on  the  high  sens;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

i%e  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole  on  ibe  state  of  the  Union.  Mr. 
LiMOOLN  wa^  called  to  the  chair  ef  the  committee. 

Mr.  BVAN3  moved  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  provide  (or  the  payment  of  the  imlitia  claims  of 
the  Slate  of  Maine. 

Mr.  TUBNEY  called  for  the  omideraiion  of 
the  lufinisbed  bnsintssof  the  committer,  to  wit: 
tbe  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  makiog 
an  appropiiation  lor  the  lelivf  of  destitute  Kiekapoo 
Indians,  As. 


Mr.  WISE  insisted  that  these  amcndmenu  was 
ihe  basineM  aetoally  before  tbe  committee  without 
a  qa«wion. 
The  CHAIR  atsented 

Mr.UEAVES  then  claimed  that  tbe  bill  making 
appropriations  lor  surveys  and  light-honsct,  wbioh 
was  before  tbi  committee  yesterday,  and  remained 
luCaisbed,  took  precedence  of  any  thing  «l>e. 

Much  eonfasion  here  aroae  as  to  precedence  of 
business. 

-  The  House  at  length  resumed  the  consideration 
.f  tb«  amendment  lo  the  bill  makina  appcopria- 
tioas  for  the  rslief  of  destitute  Kiekapoo  Indians, 
and  fur  the  removal  of  Swan  Creek  and  Black 
River  Indians. 

The  question  pending  was  on  a  pipposition  to 
aake  the  amendment  of  the  Seuate  providing  for 
the  claim  of  Bryan,  Clements  and  Co.  conform  to 
a  proposition  submitted  by  the  Committee  of 
Claims  of  this  House  for  tbe  settlement  of  tbe  same 
case. 

Mr.  STANLY  opposed  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  unless  the  amendment  of  this  House  was 
adopted,  in  which  case  he  would  vole  for  it. 

An  animating  and  exciting  debate  took  place  on 
this  claim,  m  which  it  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 
CLARK,  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  and  OAL- 
BRAITHi  and  oppoeed  by  Messrs.  TILLINO- 
HAST,  WISE,  GRAHAM^  OIDDINQS,  and 
RUSSELL. 

Mr.  LEBT  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  no 
time,  at  this  late  hour  of  tbe  session,  to  make 
apologies  for  trespv^ng  npon  the  attention  of  the 
commitier ;  therefore,  I  offer  none.  It  may  be  per- 
mitted 10  me,  however,  to  say,  that  I  would  not 
have  risen  on  this  occasion,  did  1  not  consider  and 
believe  the  propojitioa  now  pending  to  be  Ihir,  and 
such  at  ought  to  be  adopted;  and,  furthermore,  did 
I  not  think  that  it  was  the  determination  of  those 
honorable  gentlemen  who  are  hostile  to  tbe  mea- 
sare, to  defeat  its  passage  by  (be  use  of  arguments 
which  in  thtir  estimation  may  induce  honorable 
members  to  vote  in  tbe  negative.  Why,  Mr. 
Chairman,  what  aru  we  invoked  lo  doY  b  it  to 
make  a  direct  appropriation  of  any  paiticnlar  sum 
of  money?  No.  The  Senate  amendment,  now  un- 
der discussion,  creates  a  tiibnnal  to  which  the 
claims  of  Clements,  Bryan,  and  Co.  shall  be  re- 
ferred, and  directs  that  the  claim  shall  be  deter- 
mined according  to  prioeiples  of  equity.  Witbout 
intending  now  to  go  at  any  length  into  tbe  merits 
of  this  claim,  I  desire  merely  to  remark  that,  as  I 
understand,  the  persons  named  in  the  amendment 
entered  into  a  con>ract  with  the  regularly  coosti- 
tnted  agents  of  this  Qovernment,  in  tbe  jear  1838, 
for  furnishing  provisions  for  the  Cherokee  laiKans 
in  their  march  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi;  that 
in  purMiance  of  that  contract,  a  part  of  the  prov!- 
(lons  were  actnally  furnished,  on  which  a  profit  was 
made,  and  then  tbe  comraci  was  abrogated  by  the 
Goveinuient  agents;  in  consequence  of  which,  the 
contiactors  sustained  a  heavy  lass.  The  loss  was 
the  greater,  because,  in  accordance  with  the  lerma 
of  the  contract,  a  large  amount  of  provisieas  bad 
been  purAased. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  does  it  not  appear  as  clear 
as  any  thing  can  be,  that  the  claim  of  these  persons 
is  predicated  npon  a  breach  of  contract  on  the  part 
of  the  agpnts  of  the  Oovernm  niT 

Mr.  WISE  here  said,  with  the  permission  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Lzxr,]  be 
would  aik  him  a  question.  Does  be  know  that 
there  ever  was  such  a  contract  as  he  speaks  of7 
Did  he  ever  see  it  himsdl? 

Mr.  LEET  proceeded  to  say,  that  in  reply  to  the 
howvable  gentleoMn  from  Virginia,  he  would  re- 
mark, that  he  had  not  seen  ihe  ooatraet  in  question; 
but  be  had  been  informed  by  those  in  whom  he 
eonM  repose  full  eoafidenoe,  ihat  nich  a  jaontrnet 
had  been  eotrred  ini<-;  and  be  would  ruriber  say, 
that  from  the  information  given  him,  he  beliered 
such  a  contract  did  exist  He  btlieved  it,  as  be 
would  feel  bonn  1  to  believe  any  fact  wbioh  bis 
honorable  friend  ftoaa  Virginia  [Mr.  Wian]  might 
tellbimof. 

Mr.  WISE  then  reed  from  Ibe  report  of  tbe 
Commiitee  on  Private  Clatms  of  tbe  House  of 
ReprcaentalivM,  n  ciMse  stating,  in  snbatMca,  ibat  H 


the  contttci  wMsubjeei  lo  Ibe  nftiKKalof  QeBent 
Sooti,  and  that  bonds  were  leqiiired  to  be  given. 

Mr.  LEET  continued  and  said:  Mr.  Chaicman, 
suppose,  if  you  cbooce,  ibnt  this  eontiaet  was  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  General  Seoti,  yet  still  it 
shows  no  reaatm  wherefore  this  amendment  should 
not  prevail.  Were  not  a  pait  of  the  provisions  for- 
nishedl  Was  not  that  an  approval  of  the  eonrecit 
Surely  it  was: 

I  am,  said  Mr.  L.  just  now  a^n  assured,  by  a 
friend  from  Tennesaee,  that  there  was  a  tsontract, 
and  that  its  reqaiiemeats.  were  complied  with  by 
Mes^n.  Cl«ment»,  Bryan,  and  Co.  Now,  air, 
this  amendment,  as  I  said  before,  does  not  directly 
app.-opriaie  money,  hot  imposes  upon  the  Secretary 
of  War  the  duty  of  ascertaining  and  liquidating 
tbe  daauge«  snstainectby  tbe  daUnanls,  and  autho- 
rises that  the  sum  aseertaiaed  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  Treasury.  In  Pennsylvania,  which  I  have  the 
honor  in  pait,  in  my  bumble  manner,  to  represent, 
we  are  accai! to  med,  in  caaea«f«J«im8  against  ihe  Go- 
vemmeniigrowing  ontof  contracts  with  individuals, 
and  especi&y  wmu  aoeounis  are  to  be  carefully 
and  patiently  examined,  to  refer  the  matter  to  some 
tribtual  who  may  have  time  for  investigation. 
Loco  Feco  as  1  am,  (as  gentlemen  of  tbe  Opposition 
aie  wont  to  caH  me  and  the  party  with  whom  I 
act,)  I  am  entirelv  willing  to  confide  the  settlement 
and  final  adjustmei^  of  this  business  to  tbe  honora- 
ble gentleman  [Mr.  Bbi.1,]  who  will,  in  a  day  or  so, 
be  Ibe  Seerrtary  of  War.  Sn^  an  arrangement 
would.be  fair  as  between  indiviiiuals;  and  sorely  it 
canH  be  unfair  as  belwren  the  Government  and  an 
individual  or  individuals.  Bat  the  honorable  gen- 
tlemaa  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wiax]  says  we  are  as 
competent  ti  any  tribunal  ihat  can  be  erected,  lo 
decide  the  amonut,  if  any,  doe  to  Ihe  c'aimanth; 
and  therefore,  we  shonid  not  transfer  this  power. 
Doubtless  the  honorable  members  of  this  House  in- 
dividually are  altogether  capable  of  doing  aa  the 
gentleman  tay^,  bat  can  we,  as  a  House,  now  do 
it?  Can  we  hope  now,  in  the  midst  of  the  confu- 
sion and  noise  of  the  lat  hours  of  tbe  session,  ^a• 
tisfaotorily  to  otuselves  and  the  coun'ry,  senie  ntd 
drterminetbismateil  Why,8ir,atthi8moment,np(in 
the  eve  of  our  adjournmentwithoniday,  anxious  as 
every  honorable  member  is  to  turn  bis  face  homeward, 
the  apparently  nnavoidable  confusion  w»ald  seem 
to  me  to  utterly  forbid  any  attemdt  at  a.  patient  in- 
vestigation of  tbe  amount  due  these  claimants. 
Why,  sir,  a  man  can  hardly  bear  himself,  thon(h 
he  speaks  with  a  Mentoiian  voice. 

Sofficiont  has  been  made  manifest  to  prove,  that 
these  persons  named  in  tbe  amendments  have  an 
equitable  claim  against  tbe  Oovemmtnu  I  cannot 
see  why  we  shonid  not  provide  for  their  getting  an 
impartial  and  patient  hearing.  Shall  we,  sir,  say 
to  these  men,  who  have  been  knocking  at  your  door 
for  a  hearinf.  Go  thy  way,  it  is  not  now  convenient 
to  inquire  in^o  the««  accounts  between  you  and  the 
Govemmenil    Would  that  be  &iit    1  tbisk  noc 

As  regards  the  technical  objection.taken  by  hono- 
rable genilemen,  I  wiU  not  detain  Ihe  eommittei:  in 
discussing.  I  look  at  tbe  justice  of  tbe  matter,  ai4 
believing  tbe  claim  to  be  fair,  and  that  the  Guvern- 
ment  cannot  be  prejudiced  by  tbe  passage  of  the 
amendment,  I  slutll  therefore  cast  my  vote  for  it. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment  of 
Ibis  House  to  tbe  amendment  of  tbe  Senate — Ayes 
73.  noes  91. 

So  tbe  amendment  to  die  amendment  waa  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  any  one  oooUl  tell  him 
who  ware  the  aoinal  ciaimaa's  in  tbis  ease. 

Mr.  STANLY  said  It  was  useleaa  to  contend  any 
kiagei;  there  were  too  many  otoiiBanis  wiMtAt 
Ur,  (laying  much  emphaets  on  tbe  last  ifords.) 

Mr.  WISE  mad«  furlherranarka  as  to  who  are 
Ae  ownei8  of  the  etaita. 

'  Mr.  WATrERSON  said  there  were  no  persons 
whaUK)ever  concerned  in  tbe  daim  but  those  whose 
names  appeared  on  the  face  of  it— Clements,  Bry- 
an,  &  Co.  the  Co.  was  intended  to  cover  Gen.  Cle- 
ments, tbe  brother  of  the  elafanant  now  here. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  Mr.  W.  if  be  asserted  this  on 
own  knowledge,  or  from  informaiion  from  others? 
Mr.  WATTEBSON.    On  my  own  knowledge. 
Mr.  WISB  then  tend  a  portion  of  Ibe  repot  t  of 
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Commitlee  of  Claims,  itaiiDf  k  saspieion  of  nertt 
pvtmrs. 

Mr.  BBOWN  of  Teanessee  gvn  a  foil  state- 
aeni  tH  ih«  owoenbip  rf  the  claim. 

Mr.  CL&RK  thooght  it  was  a  qacstion  tbe 
HoQse  had  nothing  to  do  with;  tbe  qoestion  to  be 
decided  was  aa  to  the  jastieeand  equity  of  tbe  claim. 

The  qoestion  was  then  put  to  eoncar  in  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate — ayae  95,  noes  59. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Ur.  EVANS  then  called  for  tbe  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  militia  claims  of  the 
Stale  of  Maine. 

The  qae&tion  being  pat  on  ta'kinf  ap  the  bill, 
there  appeared— ayes  93,  noes  33. 

So  tae  bill  was  taken  into  consideratiMi  bjr  the 
committee. 

HaTing  been  read — 

Mr.  DAWSON  proposed  te  amend,  by  a  prori- 
sion  appropriating  f30e,6 1 8  to  pay  tha  militia  of 
Qeorgia  for  serriceti  rendered  in  the  Indian  war. 
The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  inqoirsd  what  amount  of  money 
wa^  reqnred  to  pay  the  militia  of  Maine;  and  he 
wished  to  know  by  what  anthority  the  ntilitia  were 
called  out.  He  wished  the  sum  to  be  paid- to  be 
limited  in  tb«  bill. 

Mr.  EVANS  answered  that  the  aeconnis  were 
■ot  audited,  and,  consequently,  tbe  amount  wa« 
not  assertaiued.  That  Maine  had  paid  tbont  fOOO,- 
000,  but  did  not  expect  to  get,  through  this  bill,  over 
|300,000;  leaving  the  State  of  Maine  to  pay  out  of 
her  own  Treasury  about  (400,000.  The  troops 
were  called  out  by  the  Qavernor  of  Maine,  and  not 
by  the  United  States,  as  tbe  milida  of  Georgia,  Ala- 
bama, Tennessee,  and  other  Slates,  had  been  called 
out.  Mr.  B.  then,  with  great  earnestness,  advo- 
cated the  bill. 

Tbe  bill  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  W. 
THOMPSON,  amended  by  restricting  the  sum  to 
1305,000. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  then  moved  an  amendment  to 
cover  the  claims  of  New  Hampshire  for  militia 
called  out  at  Indian  Stream. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Maine  obj  ^ced  to  the  amendment 
as  out  of  order,  for  the  reason  that  a  bill  was  pend- 
injt  before  the  House  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  substantially  the  same. 

Mr.  ATHBRTON  referred  to  a  note  accom- 
panying the  rnle. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  if  Mr.  Athsbton  appealed? 

Mr.  ATHBRTON  appealed,  and  argued  in  sup- 
port of  the  appeal. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken,  and  stood:  Ayes 
50,  noes  40     No  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  insisted  that  tbe  qtiestioa 
should  be  taken  again. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  argoed  in  favor  of  the  ap- 
peal. 

Mr.'VANDBSPOBL  took  the  same  ground. 

When  the  question  being  put,  tbe  decision  of  the 
Chai>  was  sustained— ayes  73,  noes  65. 

Mr.  LEWIS  then  moved  an  amendment  lo  co- 
ver the  claim  of  Alabama  for  services  of  militia  in 
the  late  Creek  war. 

Mr.  TRIFLBTT  inquired  if  the  claim  of  Ala- 
bama bad  been  presented  and  reported  on  by  any 
committee. 

Mr.  LEWIS  answered,  the  claim  had  not  been 
preMUted  or  reported  on;  he  had  not  had  an  op- 

gortnaity  to  present  tbe  claim,  but  the  memorial 
ad  been  his  possession  many  weeks.  Tbe  claim 
be  believed  to  stand  upon  the  same  footing  as  that 
of  Oeoi)Ma,  which  had  Just  been  voted  in. 

Mr.  CRABB  staled  that  the  claim  bad  been  pre- 
sentad,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Militaj^ 
Affairs  many  weeks  ago,  but  not  repotted  on. 

The  amendment  was  adopted — ayes  68,  noes  59. 

Mr.  DODQE  offarad  the  following  amendment, 
rm 

'*For  tbe  {wyment  of  the  Iowa  militia,  called  into 
service  upon  an  order  from  the  Qoveruor,  in  ac- 
eordaace  with  a  requisition  from  the  Uniled  States 
MaiBbal.  |14,000.» 

Mr.  DOOOB  said  that,  during  tbe  last  summer, 
in  conformity  with  a  rrsolution  adopted  by  tbe 
House  of  Representatives,  the  Secretary  of  War 
had  appointed  Lieut  D.  Ruggles,  of  the  United 
States  arasy,  to  muster  the  Iowa  militia,  called  ia> 


to  service  upon  a  requisition  from  th«  United  States 
marshal.  Tbat  officer  bad  performed  the  doty 
which  was  thus  assigned  him,  in  a  mostitenileman- 
ly  and  correct  manner,  (which  Mr.  D.  knew  from 
his  own  personal  knowledge,)  and  had  made  his 
report  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  whom  it  was 
submitted  to  this  House,  and,  on  Mr.  D's  motion, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Alfairs. 
That  committee  bad  agreed  upon  a  report,  which 
they  had  not,  as  yet,  had  an  opportunity  of  present- 
ing to  the  House,  but  with  which  he  (Mr.  D.)  had 
hMu  furnished  through  the  politeness  of  one  of  its 
members,  [Mr.  Allek,]  and  which  be  woald  tend 
to  the  Chair,  that  it  might  be  read  for  information, 
not  doubling  but  that  the  appropriation  would  be 
willingly  voted  when  members  heard  and  fully  un- 
derstood the  grounds  upon  which  the  claim  was 
predicated. 

The  report  having  been  read, 

Mr.  THOMPSON  ofSonth  Carolina  svd  that  he 
had  givenhis  consent  privately,  that  ibe  reporishould 
be  brouftht  iota  the  House;  but,  nevenhelest,  felt 
himseir  bound  to  oppose  tbe  amendment  ac  setting 
a  dangerons  precedent  in  timilar  ca^es  which  migih 
hereafter  arise.  Mr.  T.  concluded  by  expressing 
bis  opinion  that  no  necessity  bad  existed  for  calling 
out  the  militia  of  Iowa,  and  that  the  Oovernor,  in 
doing  so,  had  acted  improperly. 

Mr.  WISE  strenuonsly  advocated  the  amend- 
ment, and  said  he  would  vote  for  it,  because  be 
considered  ihe  appropriation  asked  for  to  be  just 
and  proper,  and  the  account  presented  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Iowa,  mads  out  in  compliance  with 
existing  laws.  He  had  always  believed  that  tbe 
Govsinor  and  people  of  the  Territory  were  right 
in  the  cotuse  which  they  had  pursued  in  relation  to 
her  bounttory,  and  conceived  that  evety  fiiend  of 
State  Bights  was  boand  to  stand  up  for  Iowa. 

Mr.  W.  remarked  that  Iowa  had  started  fair  in 
support  of  State  Right);  and  he  could  not  see  how 
the  gentlsmaa  from  South  Carolina,  thorough-going 
Nnllifler  as  Mr.  was  in  other  days,  could  oppose 
the  amendment;  for,  if  what  he  had  heard  was 
true,  that  gentleman  had  even  patted  little  children 
on  the  head  because  they  were  nullifiers.  Now, 
although  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  no  nullifier,  yet  he 
patted  little  Iowa  upon  the  head  for  resisting  tbe 
mcnrsions  of  the  armed  force  of  tbe  State  of  Mis- 
souri. 

Mr.  DODGIB  said  that,  although  be  had  no  dis- 
position ID  protract  this  debate,  be  felt  himself 
bound  to  disabuse  the  minds  of  the  committee,  as 
tbe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Tbomp- 
son]  had  clearly  intimated  that  the  authorities  in 
Iowa  hid  acted  prematurely  in  this  matter,  and 
had  been  the  first  to  <mI1  out  a  military  force. 
Such  (said  Mr.  D.)  was  not  tbe  truth  Iowa  made 
no  display  of  military  force  until  driven  to  it  by  an 
unjust  and  unholy  attempt  upon  the  part  of  Mis- 
souri to  extend  her  jurisdiction  beyond  Sullivan's 
line — the  line  which  Missouri  had  recognised,  by 
the  meet  loleinn  acts  of  l^islation  upon  her  own 
part,  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  as  her  trne 
northern  boundary. 

Mr.  D.  thanked  God  that  Iowa  had  a  Governor 
(Robert  Lucas)  and  a  people  who  would  stand  up 
for  her  rights  when  and  wherever  assailed.  Even 
admitting,  as  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
contended,  thst  the  call  on  the  militia  was  Illegal 
and  improper — which  he  (Mr.  D.)  could  never 
do — Btiii  it  would  be  obligatory  upon  Congress  to 
pay  the  militia  of  Iowa,  because  they  had  acted  in 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  officers  whom  tbe 
Gkivemment  had  placed  over  tbe  people  of  the 
Territory,  and  whom  they,  as  law-abiding  citizens, 
were  bound  to  obey. 

GHr,  (said  Mr.  D.)  this  call  was  made  upon  us  in 
tbe  midst  of  winter,  when  the  snow  upon  the  ground 
was  a  foot  in  depth — to  defend  what}  Wby,  sir, 
yotir  territory,  aad  maintain  the  boundaries  which 
yon,'the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  had  assigned 
to  us  in  our  organic  ae^,  and,  sir.  if  our  Governor 
and  people  had  acted  otherwise  than  they  did  act, 
it  would  have  been  a  dereliction  of  duly  upon 
their  part,  for  which  tbey  would  have  deserved  tbe 
reproach  of  every  true-spirited  American.  A 
tbouaand  militiamen  of  tbe  State  of  Missonri 
were  marched  upon  our  line  for  tbe  pnrpoee  of 


collecting  taxes  from  us,  and  an  attempt  was  even 
made  to  possess  theinselves  of  one  of  the  counties 
of  our  Territory.  And,  sir,  instead  of  beiiiig  n. 
proached  by  members  of  this  body,  tbe  Governor 
and  people  of  Iowa  deserve  the  thanks  of  Congress 
for  the  prompt  and  manly  manner  in  which  they 
shouldered  their  muskeu  t»  repel  an  insolent  ai^ 
tyrannical  invasion  of  their  dearest  rights  aad  Af 
the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  D.  concluded  by  expressing  hit  sincere  fao|)e 
that  the  House  would  make  the  appropriation, 
which,  it  seemed  to  him,  was  demancled  by  every 
principle  of  /ighi  and  justice. 

Mr.  JAMESON  rose  to  say  that  whenever  Ae 
question  of  the  boundary  line  between  Missoori 
and  Iowa  should  come,  up  before  the  House,  h6 
would  pledge  himself  to  show  to  any  disiatereeied 
person  that  the  right  of  Missouri  to  the  soil  con- 
tended for  was  as  clear  as  noon-day.  He  said  be 
felt  constrained  to  say  this  much,  lest  silence  on  bis 
part  might  be  construed  into  an  acquieseenee  in  tha 
views  of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa. 

Mr.  J.  gave  notice  that  if  the  amendment  just 
propoaed  should  be  adopted,  be  would  move  one  to 
pay  the  miUiia  of  Missouri  for  sinular  services. 

AAer  some  remarks  by  llMsrs.  FOPEi  DAVIS 
of  Kentucky,  and  ALLEN  ot  Ohio,  in  favor  o[  Ifaa 
amendment,  and  by  Messm  CAMPBELL  of 
South  Carolina,  and  UNDBRWOOO  in  opposjtion 
to  it, 

Tbe  question  was  taken  on  the  amendmeot,  aad 
it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DOWNING  then  proposed  an  amendment 
to  cover  claims  for  tiie  services  of  militia  of 
Florida. 

Mr.  JAMESON  moved  an  amendment  for  the 
benefit  of  volunteers  of  Missouri  who  went  to  Flo- 
rida some  years  ago. 

The  amendments  were  voted  down. 

Mr  EVANS  moved  tbat  the  committee  rise  and 
report  the  bills  acted  on. 

Mr.  WHITE  of  Louisiana  insisted  on  moviiic 
an  amendment  to  refund  to  Louisiana  moneys  paid 
by  her  for  her  militia  serving  in  tbe  Florida  war 
several  years  ago. 

The  amendment  was  rrjeeted. 

The  bill  lo  refund  the  dntie;  on  tbe  Fieneh  ship 
Alexandre  was  then  taken  up,  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  reported  to  the  House. 

The  bill  of  this  House  concerning  tonnage  duties 
on  Spanish  vessels  was  then  taken  up,  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  reported  to  tbe  House. 

Tbe  committee  then  rose  and  reported  ibeir  pro- 
ceedings. 

Tbe  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  ank- 
ing  appropriaiiont  for  the  suj^ri  of  destitute  Kick* 
apoo  Indians,  Ac  to  which  the  Committee  ot  tin 
Whole  r^iorted  their  agreement,  were  then  again 
read,  and  all  concurred  in,  ercept  that  for  tbe  relief 
of  Clements,  Bryan  and  Compan/i  on  this  tbe  yeea 
and  nays  weie  taken,  and  it  was  carried:  yeas  99, 
nays  58. 

So  the  bill  was  finally  passed,  with  Clement*, 
Bryan  and  Company  included  in  it. 

Tbe  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  miiilia 
claims  of  the  State  of  Maine  then  came  up. 

The  previous  question  was  then  moved  anJ  ear> 
ried. 

And  the  cCnestion  was  put  on  tbe  amendmeat 
making  provision  for  the  Georgia  militia  daima. 
It  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  aitd  resulted  as 
follow*:  For  the  amendment  80,  against  it  69. 

Tbe  question  was  then  also  put  on  the  amend-, 
ment  making  provision  for  Ihe  militia  claims  Af 
Alabama.  It  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  re- 
sulted as  follow*:  For  the  amendment  41,  against  it 
110. 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  bill  on  tbe -table; 
apd  tbe  question  being  put,  it  was  decided  in  llw 
native:  ayes  60,  noes  73. 

Tbe  qoestien  on  the  third  reading  r-f  tbe  bill  was 
then  puiand  carried:  ayes  93,  noes  81. 

Tbe  bill  was  then  read  tbe  thiid  time  and 
passed. 

THANKS  TO  SPEAKER  HUNTER. 
Mr.  BRIGGS  .'aid  he  respectfully  asked  the  at- 
tention of  the  HoQse  for  one  moment.    He  rose  to 
offer  Ihe  Usual  tribute  of  respect  to  tbe  presiding 
offioer  of  Uus  Hoose.    For  that  purpose  ba  would 
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end  a  Rsolatien  to  the  Chair,  and  he  hoped  it 
woald  Teeeire  the  cordial  and  ananimoos  approba- 
tioB  of  every  gentleman  present. 

Bawiimi,  That  the  thanks  of  (his  House  be  pre- 
sented to  I  he  Hon  Robebt  M.  T.  Hitter  for  the 
able,  impMlial,  aitd  dignified  manner  in  which  he 
bu  discharged  the  duties  of  the  Chair  doring  the 
96-h  Congress. 

Thi*  resolution  was  read,  and,  on  the  qoestios 
being  pnt  tb^Kon,  (by  Mr.  Dromoools,  who  tem- 
porarily oeeapied  the  chair,)  it  was  agr«fed  to,  nna- 
nimoaily. 

The  rales  bring  8a«p«ided  for  the  parpose,  the 
asmt  resohxions  of  compensation  for  mesaengen', 
pages,  aitd  watchmen,  were  moyed. 

And  tbe  previoas  qoestion  being  moved, 

Mr.  BiRNARD  sent  the  fullowiog  to  the  tablv, 
where  it  was  read,  as  it  might  inflnence  the  vote  on 
the  prerioD!:  question: 

"Raotvtd,  That  the  Clerk  of  ttiis  House  be  di> 
recttd  to  famlth  to  such  members  of  the  preiseot 
Home  of  Representatives  as  have  not  already  re- 
ceived them,  snch  books  ai  were  furnished  to  the 
members  of  th«  last  House:  provided  that  ibit  re- 
•olntion  shall  not  be  eonstraed  to  authorize  the  re- 
printing of  any  of  said  books." 

The  resolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  KEIM  moved  to  amend,  by  iaeluding  tfie 
workmen  on  the  public  grounds  in  the  list  of  at- 
tendants f»r  whim  extra  compensation  was  asked; 
but  the  amendment  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

The  previous  qnesiion  was  seconded,  the  main 
qaestion  was  put,  and  the  resolutions  for  eompensa- 
tion  to  atiendmts  were  adopted. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  moTrd  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  jMa  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  a  bill  to  es- 
tablish an  additional  land  ofiS:e  in  Alabama  for  the 
sale  of  Cherokee  lands.    The  motion  was  refused. 

Mr.  REED  called  for  the  consideration  of  the 
ameodment'j  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  eoncemiitg 
navy  pensions  and  half-pay. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  objected  tu  the  consideration  of 
ibe  said  amendmento,  on  th«  groond  that  tbe  ameod- 
«eals  and  bills  recently  reported  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  (he  slate  of  the  Union  had  not 
been  definitely  acted  on,  and  naiil  they  were  acted 
on  and  disposed  of,  nothing  could  be  taken  up  by 
tbe  H««R,  anless  on  a  suspention  of  tbe  rales. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  dee  ded  ia  favor  or  Mr.  Rxbd*s 
aaolioB. 

Mr.  CUJHINO  appealed,  and  the  SpeaWr's  de- 
cision was  affirmed. 

And  the  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Rjmd'*  motion, 
and  it  was  lost. 

[Nora — These  amendments  were  not  afterwards 
eoMidered  or  acted  upon.  The  bills  did  not,  there- 
fore, finally  (»ss— tbe  amendment!)  having  remain- 
ed unacted  upon.] 

FRANKINa  PRIVILEOE. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  a  snspensloB  of  the  rnle  to  of- 
fer a  joint  resolution  to  declare  that  the  franking 
privilge  of  members  of  Congress  who  may  not  he 
re.^eeted  shall  not  be  cut  off  by  an  extra  Fessioo 
of  Congress,  but  shall  extend  to  the  first  Monday 
of  December  after  they  shall  cease  to  be  members. 

On  the  question  to  suspend  there  were,  ayes  89, 
noes  51. 

There  not  being  two-thirds,  the  quettion  was 
loeu 

BUnU  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLDHBU. 

Mr.  ORAHAM  said  that  he  was  desirous  of  do- 
ing an  act  of  justice  to  the  Dis'rlci  of  Columbia 
by  taking  up  the  bill  to  continue  the  corporate  ex- 
istence of  tbe  bank]  of  tbe  District  of  Columbia; 
with  diis  view  he  moved  to  suspend  the  rales. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and,  being 
taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  100,  aajs  59. 

There  not  being  two-third.<,  the  rules  were  not 
soMended,  nor  wa<  the  bank  bi'l  acted  upon  at  all. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  Hontt  snndry 
eommnnications,  yiz. 

CL&IMS  ON  HAYTI. 

Washington,  March  3,  1841. 
9V>  Ui»  JZnin  e/Jt(pr*Nii<«ii»«<: 

I  transmit  the  accompanying  report  from  the 
SeeiMary  ol  State  in  relatirn  to  the  resolution  of 
tbe  House  of  Representatives  of  tbe  13ih  nil.  on 
tbe  rabjeet  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United 


States  on  iheQovemmentof  Hayti.  The  informa- 
tion called  for  ihereby  is  in  the  course  of  prepara- 
lion,  and  will  be,  without  doubt,  communicated  at 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
M.  VAN  BDRBN. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  sets  forth 
that  it  is  impracticable  to  famish  the  infoimation 
called  for  at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the 
papers  being  numerous  and  aesttered  through  a  va^ 
riety  of  docamentj. 
OPINIONS  OP  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

WisRiNOTON,  March  S,  1841. 
To  Iht  House  of  Refrtsentttien! 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  re- 
port from  the  Attorney  Qenerai,  with  the  accompa- 
nying documents,  in  compliance  with  tb§  request 
contained  la  the  resolution  of  the  33d  of  March  last. 
M.  VAN  BUREN. 

OfFICC  Cr  THE  ATTORNEr  GXNKRAL, 

March  1, 1841. 
To  tkt  PmUent  if  the  Uidted  Stale$: 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  tbe 
House  of  Representatives  referred  to  this  office, 
and  adopted  un  the  23d  of  March,  1940,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

"Reiolvtd,  That  the  President  of  tbe  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and 
communicaied  to  this  House  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session,  all  the  opinions  of  tbe  At- 
torney General  and  other  officers  connected  wiih 
the  Executive  which  give  const  ructionlto  the  public 
laws  not  of  a  temporary  characlor;" 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  all  such 
opinions  of  the  Attorney  Generalt  of  the  United 
Stales  as  I  have  t>een  able  to  obtain.  Previous  to 
the  year  1817  noiecerdi  of  snch  opinions  were  pre- 
pared. It  has,  therefore,  been  neceuary  tn  procure 
them,  as  far  as  practicable,  from  the  difeient  Di- 
partment^  and  offices  to  which  they  were  sent;  but 
many  which  were  no  doubt  given  before  that  period 
are  not  now  to  be  found. 

I  have  the  honor,  &e. 

H.  D.  GILPIN. 

IM  <if  Jittney  Oentrtli  of  iht   UniM  StaUi. 

Edmund  R<;Bdolph  of  Virginia,  appointed  S'p- 
lember  36,  1789. 

William  Bradford  of  Pennsylvania,  appointed 
January  27. 1794. 

Charles  Lee  of  Vi^inia,  appointed  December 
10,  1795. 

Levi  Lincoln  ofMassachuseits,  appointed  March 
5,  1801. 

Robert  Smith  of  Maryland,  appointed  March  3, 
1805. 

John  Breckenridge,  Kentucky,  appointed  Au- 
gust 7, 1805. 

Csesar  A.  Rodney  of  Delaware,  appointed  Janu- 
ary 20, 1807. 

,  William  Pinkney  of  Maryland,  appointed  De- 
cember 11,  1811. 

Richard  Rush  of  Pennsylvania,  appointed  Fe- 
bnanr  10,  1814 

William  Wirt  of  Virginia,  appointed  December 
16,  1817. 

John  M.  Berrien  of  Georgia,  appointed  March  9, 
1839. 

Rngsr  B.  Taney  of  Maryland,  appointed  July  30, 
1831. 

Beajamin  F.  Butler  of  New  York,  appointed 
November  15,  1833. 

Felix  Grundy  ^f  Tennessee,  appointed  Septem- 
ber 1,1838 

Henry  D.  Gilpin  of  Penntylvania,  appointed 
January  11, 1840. 

BRITISH  SEIZURES  AND  SEARCHES  AND 
SLAVE  TRADE. 

Wasbihoton,  March  3,  1841. 
T«tk*  U»uHtf  R^fnientativm 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representativas,  in 
compliance  wiih  their  reselution  of  the  30th  Janu- 
ary last,  a  report  from  tbe  Seireiary  of  State,  with 
accompanying  doeuments. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Siaie  naerely  oom' 
mnnicates  copies  of  papers  called  for  by  tbe  House, 
in  relation  to  recent  seizures  or  searches  of  any  of 
our  vessels  upon  the  coast  of  Africa  or  elsewhere 
by  Um  Biitiah  eraisers  or  aniboriiie*,  and  ib*  eHK* 


of  the  same,  and  the  atidiority  imdev  trhioh  bade; 
and  of  eonespondeneebelwMB  the  Gorematentsof 
the  Uaited  Siatea  and  Great  Britain  relatinc  to  the 
African  slave  trade  sinee  the  3d  March,  1837;  as 
well  as  of  cumpanu'catioas  from  N.  P.  Trist,Ooii- 
snl  of  the  United  States  at  Havana,  relating  to  the 
African  slave  trade.  The  documents  aie  exceed- 
ingly numerous,  and  will  make,  when  printed,  a 
lane  volume. 

INDEPENDENT  TREASURY. 

A  letter  from  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasitry, 
transmitting  a  large  number  of  additional  reports 
and  paper*,  called  for  by  tbe  House  on  the  SOih 
January  last,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  In- 
dependent Treasury  law. 

STATE  BANKS.    ^ 

A  letter  frcm  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury, 
transmitting  th6  returns  of  tbe  Slate  Banks  for  the 
last  year,  collected  by  Ihe  Treasury  Department 
and  furnished  tbe  House  under  a  resolution  of  the 
IQih  July,  1833  Two  thousand  extra  copies  of 
this  document  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  on  mo- 
lion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia. 

From  Ibe  Treasury  Department,  accompanied 
with  an  abstract  of  the  official  emoluments  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  officers  of  the  cusioms  for  the 
year  .1840. 

CANAL  LANDS  IN  OHIO. 

From  the  Treaeuty  Department,  accompanied  by 
a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  I^and 
Office,  cc<Dtaining  information  called  for  by  tbe 
House  on  tbe  17ih  December,  1840,  in  relation  to 
the  sale,  since  1st  January,  1836,  of  sotplns  or  ad- 
ditional sections  or  pans  of  sections,  lying  along 
and  adjoining  the  alternate  sectioiu  on  tbe  Miami 
canal,  in  Ohio,  and  withheld  from  sale  at  the  tame 
time  with  tbe  said  shematesectioD*,  as  being  within 
them,  showing  to  whom  sold  and  at  what  land  of- 
fiee^  at  what  time  and  Tor  what  price;  and  whether 
patents  have  issned,  aiid,  if  not,  whether  it  is  in- 
tended to  issue  them;  with  ccpies  of  instructiuns 
relttting  to  th.e  withholding  lands  from  sale  on  the 
route  of  the  canal  and  on  the  Auglaize  river,  to- 
g>  iber  with  the  correspondence  with  the  officers  of 
the  land  offices  and  other  persons  on  the  subject  of 
these  lands. 

EMIGRANTS. 

Prom  the  Department  of  State,  with  a  statement 
of  the  number  and  de>erlptlon  of  passengers  who 
arrived  in  the  United  Stales,  ttcm  foreign  coon- 
tries,  in  tbe  yetr  1840,  so  far  as  returns  have  been 
reeeired  at  tbe  Department.  The  returns  ate  in- 
coaapleie;  they,  however,  show  that  115,906  per- 
sons came  to  the  United  Slates,  by  sea,  during  the 
year.  We  had  to  lake  some  iitooble  to  ascertain 
Ibis  rrsnit,  aa  the  statement  sent  to  tbe  House  i« 
not  added  up. 

From  the  Treasury  Department,  accompanied 
by  a  statement  of  contracts  made  by  the  Depart- 
ment during  the  year  1840;  a  statement  of  pay- 
ments made  at  the  Treasury  daring  the  year  184r0, 
an  account  of  miscellaneoi^i  claims,  for  which  ap- 
propriations were  not  specially  made.  These  pay- 
ments were  all  for  services  tendered  on  account  of 
land  claims  in  Florida;  and  were  paid  to — 
'  Samuel  L.  Burritt,  it  lawyer,  for  counsel 

and  fees  ....    f  695 

Thomas  Doaglas        do  .        do    .      375 

John  M.  Fontaine,  translations   .  415 

Romlie  B.  Reid,  clerk  to  Judge  of  Bas'em 
District,  from  1st  October  to  3l9t  De- 
cember, 1839   .  .180 

Alexis  M.  Andrew,  clerk  tn  same  Judce, 
quarter  ending  30th  September,  1840  33 

Also,  accompanied  with  Ihe  statement  of  the 
lurine  hospital  fund  for  the  year  1839— from  which 
it  appears  that   there   were  collected,  in  thai  year, 
166,311  83,  and  expended  (123,536  31. 
CANAL  LANDS  IN  OHIO. 

From  the  Treasury  CepartmenI,  with  a  report  of 
Ihe  Commissioner  ot  the  General  Land  Office,  un- 
der a  call  of  the  llonse  of  23d  December  last, 
showirg  what  part  or  surplus  or  additional  sections 
or  parts  of  sections  lying  along  and  adjoining  and 
within  the  line  of  alternate  sections  on  tbe  Miami 
canal,  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  and  withheld  from  sale 
at  the  same  time,  has  been  sold  sinee  tbe  1st  Janu- 
ary, 1830,  to  1st  January,  1836;  to  whom  sold,  at 
what  office,  and  at  what  price;  With  copiw  of  all 
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CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


iosirmtiiHu  reUtiag  to  withholdiof  from  mie  Und< 
OD  the  roateofsaid  Atiaoi  emaal,  in  the  Bute  of 
Obie,  ffi'Abernale  ieoii*na  on  aaid  etoal. 

HOfaSBS,  &«.  LOST  IN  INMAN  WARS. 

FVom  the  W«r  Department,  witb  a  long  report  of 
the  Third  Auditor,  in  answer  to  a  call  of  the  House 
for  a  staiemenl  of  the  number  of  chtims  presented 
for  horses,  Ac.  lost  in  the  campaigns  in  Florida 
agalntt  ih«  Indians;  the  hamber  that  have  been  al- 
loweil,  and  the  reaions  why  the  others  have  not 
been  allowed;  as  aho,  for  similar  information  in 
relation  to  claims  growitag  oat  of  the  BFack  Hawk 
Indjw  war. 

Prom  the  War  Department,  with  a  report  from 
the  Colonel  of  Topograpbieal  Engineers,  furnish- 
ing infonnation  required  by  the  House  in  relation 
to  ihe  tale  of  tools,  &e.  nsed  on  the  public  works 
on  the  great  Northam  and  Western  lakes. 
MAIL  ROUFES. 

From  the  Post  Office  Department,  with  a  list  of 
mail  routes  in  operation  on  the  30th  June,  1840,  in 
Virginia,  North  /Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Geoigia, 
Florida,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Wishon- 
sao,  lows,  Missouri,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alaba- 
ma,'Mi8ei3sippi,  Arkansas,  and  Louisiana,  wjih  di- 
BKrams  delineating  said  routes,  and  distingaiithing 
tbem  by  their  different  grades  of  service.  A  timi- 
,  lar  report,  eoverins  the  other  S'ates,  was  made  to 
the  Honse  an  ike  37th  January  last-  The  reports 
show  the  amount  of  receipts  of  each  office  thereon, 
so  ftr  as  Ihe  same  has  been  aseerisined,  for  the 
year  ending  30'.h  Juot,  1840,  and  the  annual  cost  of 
tansportation  of  each. 

INDIAN  SCHOOLS  IN  KENTUCKY. 

From  ibe  War  Department,  wItb  a  repoit  from 
the  Commissioner  of  ladiao  Affairs,  in  answer  to  a 
call  of  the  House  on  the  3tst  December  last,  re- 
specting the  fulfilment  of  s'ipniations  in  the  Choc 
law  treaiy,  made  at  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,  for  the 
support  of  schools;  which  stipulations,  it  appear?, 
were  execnted  by  edacaiing  Indian  yonihs  at  the 
Great  Crossings,  in  Scott  eoooty,  Kentucky. 
INDIAN  DISBUBSBMENTa 

From  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, with  copies  of  such  accounts  at  have 
been  rendtred  by  persona  charged  witb  the  dig- 
barsement  or  application  of  mon<>ys,  goods  or 
effects  for  the  benefit  of  Ihe  Indian*,  from  1st  Oc- 
tober, 1839,  to  30ih  September,  1840;  with  a  list  of 
Ihe  names  of  all  persons  to  whom  goods,  moneys 
or  effects  have  been  delivered  within  the  same 
period — specifying  the  amount  wid  object,  the 
amount  acconntea  for,  and  Ihe  balance  in  the  hands 
of  agentf. 

.  I^rom  this  statement  it  appears  tliat — 
The  whole  amount  drawn  from    the  Treasury 

during  ih*  year,  and  planed  in  the  hands  of 
'    agents,  was  •  ,    f3,I33,l4l  33 

Of  wbteh  there  has  been  accoanled  for  1,710,433  00 


Leaving  unaccounted  for 


-    #421.708  33 

COMMERCE  AND  NAVIQATION. 

From  the  Treasury  Department,  accompanied 
wiih«  teller  from  the  Rrgisier,  itating  that,  owing 
to  Ibe  late  day  at  which  some  of  the  returns  have 
bee^  received,  it  is  impossible  to  complete  the 
statements  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
United  Staie^  for  the  last  yev,  it)  lime  to  be  re- 
ported to  Congress  at  the  present  cession,  and 
suggesting  that  permission  be  obtained  from  Con- 
gress that  Ih*  slaiemeats,  when  finished,  be  placed 
in  the  bands  of  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Senate  and  tbe 
Clerk  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives,  and  printed 
during  the  recess. 

Tbe  snggeslion  in  Ibe  letter  of  the  Register  wss 
agreed  (o  by  Ibe  House;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  J. 
d.  ADAMS,  ten  thousand  copies  of  the  docaments 
were  directed  to  be  printed. 

POST  OFFICE  INCIDENTAL  EXPENSEa 
From  the  Post  Office  Department,  accompanitd 
by  a  statement  of  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  De- 
partment for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1840. 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that  there  was 
paid  durinip ttie  year  as  follows: 
For  wiappmg  paper   •  -  -il7  503  52 

For  office  furniture    •  .  .      6,356  33 

Fcr  advertising  -  .  .    38,793  34 


For  mail  bags  -  •  -    43,916  76 

For  blauhii      ,  .  •  -    38,857  97 

Fur  locks,  be)s,  and  stamps    •  -    11,157  81 

For  depiedatipos  and  mail  agents  •    19,873  69 

Fm  clerks  for  offices  -  -  -  214,789  80 

Miscellaneous  •  •  -    49,639  03 

Total  -  -  #440,775  05 

Resolutions  were  here  iniroduoed  filing  the  pay 
of  tbe  keeper  of  tbe  stables  of  tbe  House,  the  su- 
perintendent of  the  folding  room,  and  granting  pay 
to  the  posiraatler  of  the  House  for  extra  services; 
which,  after  some  modifications  and  explanations, 
were  agreed  to^ 

Mr.  EVANS  asked  leave  to  move  the  following 
resolution. 

"Rttolvtd,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Honse  be  di- 
rected to  fomish  to  such  members  of  the  present 
Honse  of  Representatives  as  hare  not  already  re- 
ceived them,  such  books  as  were  furnished  to  tbe 
members  of  the  last  Honse:  ProvUtd,  That  this 
resolution  shall  not  be  construed  te  authcrize  the 
reprin'ing  of  any  of  said  books." 

The  leave  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  EVANS  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rules, 
to  enable  him  to  offer  the  .<ame;  and  on  su^pendiug 
the  roles  there  were,  ayes  114,  noei  33. 

There  being  two-ihirds  in  favor  of  the  motion, 
the  tn\ei  were  suspended. 

The  resolution  then  came  fully  before  the  Honse, 
and  the  previous  question  was  moved  and  second- 
ed. And  the  main  question,  that  is.  That  the  re- 
sslntion  do  pas<,  was  put  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
resulted  as  follows:  yeas  89,  nays  50 

And  to  the  r^olntion  was  agreed  to. 
'fl       On  motion  of  Mr.  LINCOLN,  all  commiltres 
w'ere  discharged  from  the  business  referred  to  ibiem. 

Tbe  bill  reported  fri  m  tbe  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  refund  the  duties  improperly  collected 
on  the  Fiench  ship  Alexandre,  was  taken  up,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  ihe  8e- 
na'e. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KEIM,  the  bill  from  the  Se- 
nate "to  amend  the  act  entitled  An  act  to  amend 
the  act  approved  May  13,  1800,  entitled  an  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  establish  the  judi- 
cial ronrts  of  the  Unittd  Slates,"  was  taken  up, 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed,   and  returned  to  (he  Senate. 

Tbe  resolution  from  the  Senate  to  appoint  a 
joint  commi  lee  to  wait  on  the  President  of  ihe 
United  Stales,  and  notify  him  of  the  approach- 
ing close  of  tbe  session  of  Congress,  was  taken  up, 
read,  asd  agreed  tr;  and  Mr.  VAHnERPosL  and 
Mr.  B&iooa  were  appointed  of  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  a^ked  leave  to  move  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

"Aasoleed,  That' the  Sergeaot-at  arms  be  directed 
to  settle  with  the  members  of  Congress  for  the  pre- 
sent (ession  of  the  36h  Congress  al  the  rale  of  #4 
per  diem;  and  in  case  any  member  baa  already  re- 
ceived more  than  at  that  rate,  be  be  directed  to  re- 
fund tbe  same  to  the  Sergeant-ai-arms,  for  th-;  ate 
and  benefit  of  iV.e  Treasury  of  the  United  State 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  objected. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  moved  10  suspend  the  rules, 
to  enable  bim  to  offer  the  resolulicn.  llie  motion 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  MALLORY  of  New  York,  from  Ihe  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  obtained  leave  t<)  make  rrporls 
(adverse)  on  the  eases  of  Hopewell  Hebb  and 
William  Palms. 

Mr.  KBMBLE,  from  the  Committee  on  Mditary 
Affairs,  obtained  leave  to  make  a  report  (adverse) 
on  Ihe  petiiiOD  of  William  Hawkinr^. 

Mr.  LEONARD  asked  leave  10  movt  a  reiolu- 
tion  to  adlhorize  the  members  having  petitions  10 
presont  to  hand  them  to  the  Clerk,  with  their  names 
endorsed  on  t^is  back;  and  dirrctieg  the  Clerk  to 
enter  such  on  the  journal  as  were  not  excluded  by 
any  rah  of  the  House;  and  if  any  were  handed  in 
which  were  excluded  by  tbe  rules,  10  return  tbem 
at  thCvnext  session. 

It  was  obj*cted  to. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  asked  that  tbe  resolution 
from  tbe  S««at«  in  relation  to  water-roited  hemp  be 
taken  np. 


Mr.  STANLY  said  he  had  no  objection,  if  the 
gentleman  from  Keotuclty  did  not  mean  to  lasinilr 
ate  that  we  should  hereafter  have  more  occasioA  foe 
hemp  thttt  bereiofore. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  did  not  mean  to  make  any 
siieh  injinnatior. 

Mr.  STANLY.    Then  I  do  not  object. 

Th:  qaes'iaa  was  put  to  toopend  Ibe  rules,  in  or- 
der to  take  tip  Aukt  subject,  aad  negatived. 

Mr.  CALVARY  MORRIS  asked  leave  to  pre- 
sent petitions,  which  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  LEBT  moved  to  suspend  the  niks  in  ordtf 
to  move  a  resolution  similar,  in  all  respects,  lo  that 
which  Mr.  Leonird  a  few  minoies  before  asked 
leave  to  introduce,  10  author>xe  member*  to  band 
petitions  to  the  Clerk. 

The  question  was  pat,  but  the  rules  were  aot  swi- 
pended. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  obtained  leave  to  move  a 
resolution  fixing  the  pay  of  Charles  W.  Steward 
for  cleaning  the  Hall,  aiiending  upon  the  Speaker, 
dbe. 

Tbe  resolution  was  agreed  to  onanimo«ly. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  tbe  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter: 

March  3,  1841. 

Sir:  L»t-  evening  I  received  notice  of  my  a^ 
poiatmrnt  as  Judge  of  the  United  States  for  the 
District  of  New  Jersey.  Therefore  I  resign  my 
seat  as  one  o(  the  Representatives  from  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  in  tbe  36  h  Congress. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

PH.  OIGKBB80N. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  objected  to  leeeiving  tbe  letiet. 

Some   conversation    took   place    between   the 
SPEAKER  and  Mr.  PROFFIT  and  other  mem- 
bers, when  the  Sruinn  withdrew  the  letter  frolt 
before  the  Honse. 
THE  PERMANENT  PREEMPTION  BILL. 

Mr.  CASEY  moved  thai  the  rules  be  sttspeoiM 
to  take  op  tbe  bill  fjom  ibtf  Senate  to  ealabliah  a 
system  of  general  permanent  pre-emption  rights  in 
favor  of  occupants  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Everett  moved  a  call  of  the  Honse. 

Mr.  WISE  sjtd  there  was  no  occasion  10  call  Ac 
House,  as  there  were  more  members  present  ndw 
than  C'juld  be  kept  in  order. 

Mr.  STANLY.  Yes;  and  two  handred  and 
forty  membeis  of  this  House  fiod  it  impossible  le 
keep  one  member,  (Mr.  Wise,)  in  order. 

The  ayes  and  nay?  were  taken  on  call;  and  there 
appeared  for  the  call  33,  again ->t  it  114. 

Mr.  VANDERPOBL,  from  ibe  joint  eommiilee 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  President,  and  inform  biaa 
that,  unless  he  may  have  furtbeir  commonieatiott  to 
make  to  Congress,  the  two  Houses  are  about  to 
close  the  present  ae6sion  by  an  adjournment,  re- 
ported that  the  committee  had  discharged  the  du- 
ties imposed  upon  them;  that  the  President  an- 
swered that  he  had  no  farihei  commnnication  to 
make;  and  that  he  wished  the  members  a  s*te  re- 
turn their  homes  and  famili-s. 

And  then,  al  19  o'clock  at  night,  a  motion  was 
made  that  ihe  Houie  adjourn. 

And  the  question  being  pat,  it  passed  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

/i  motion  to  adjourn  having  been  made,  tbe 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  HUNTER,  Speaker,  rose  and 
addressed  Ihe  Honse  as  follows: 

GBNTLBMBn:  It  is  with  tbe  deepest  sensibili^ 
that  I  rise  to  return  you  my  grateful  acknowled^ 
menta  for  all  of  your  kindness,  ere  I  perform  the 
last  official  act  which  is  10  separate  so  many  of  us, 
perhaps  forever.  If  it  is  no  light  thing,  under  any 
circumstances,  to  break  up  long  standing  associa- 
tions, how  much  graver  must  be  tbe  emotions  witb 
which  we  part  from  those  who  met  us  in  confi- 
dence, and  lake  leave  of  us  in  kind«es.-7 

A  eoncciottsness  of  my  own  deficiencies  forces 
me  lo  attribute  much  of  Ihe  high  compliment 
which  yon  have  offered  me,  to  that  courtesy  which 
relieves  and  softens  our  intercourse  ia  the  varioas 
relatione  of  social  and  official  life.  Bat  m*y  I 
not,  at  the  same  time,  ascribe  it,  in  pari,  1  >  yonr 
f'Cueof  tbe  modves  bv  which  I  have  b  en  goTeitt- 
ed  in  the  discharge  of  the  duiie)  uf  my  offi'-el  If  I 
have  noi  done  all  that  an  able  man  would  have  cf- 
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fieted,  in  my  station,  still,  it  is  to  be  remeinbcr«d 
that  no  other  btn  evei  been  called  to  this  place  so 
nnezpeetedly,  and  under  so  many  circnmsiances 
ofdifBcDliy  and  embarrassmrnt.  In  a  nicely  ba- 
lanced state  of  parties,  and  amid  scenes  of  great 
political  exeiteiueni,  I  vas  selected  lo  execo'e  ycnr 
hisbest  and  most  delicate  tra><t,  withoat  previons 
preparation  or  experience,  and  with  no  party  lo 
•nsUunme,  other  than  those  friends  whom  I  might 
mak^  by  endeavoring  to  discbarge  my  dalies  jusily 
nnd  iapariially-  I  foresaw  many  of  the  difficatties 
io  wbicb  I  should  be  ezposrd,  and  if  I  had  eoa- 
snlted  my  own  ease,  I  perhaps  shoald  not  have 
accepted  the  office,  with  my  view  o(  its  datief, 
and  onder  the  circumstances  to  which  I  hare 
allnded.  But  h'gher  considerations,  I  trust, 
deierained  me  to  nnderiake  the  ardnoas  task, 
and  to  make  yon  the  b^t  retnrn  in  my  power 
foe  the  confidence  with  which  yon  had  honored 
me.  In  the  eicited  and  feverish  state  of  mind 
which  iheu  exiivted,  not  unl;  here,  but  in  the  conn- 
try  at  large,  I  believed  that  a  Speaker,  who  would 
manifest  a  desire  to  deal  ju;ily  nponall  occasion", 
coaUl  be  mere  n.^eful  than  one  of  far  greater  abili- 
ties, who  would  bold  this  Chair  with  no  higher  aim 
than  that  of  leading  his  party  to  victory,  and  of 
-dealing  by  the  vanquished  with  only  sacb  genero- 
sity as  the  conqueror  miiy  bestow  npon  ihe  con- 
qoered.  This  view  of  the  services  which  a  Speaker, 
in  the  opinion  of  too  many,  may  legitimately  ren- 
der to  his  fWends,  would  soon  pervert  parly  otRa- 
nizalions  from  the  noble  pnraaits  of  tmth  and  jus- 
tice, into  a  mere  contest  for  power  and  office,  and, 
nnder  milder  forms,  infuse  the  spint  of  civil  war 
into  the  divisions  of  this  House  and  the  nation. 
He  who  administers  this  office  fur  himself  or  his 
party,  may  do  much  for  both;  bat  he  wbo  seeks 
the  common  good,  mast  administer  it  for  the  coun- 
try, and  deal  justly  by  all.  In  pursuing  this  latter 
conise,  in  times  of  high  piily  ezcileineni,  be  will 
doubtless  expose  bis  motives  to  mi<  construct  Ion, 
and  himself  to  eeiuure;  but  there  is  at  least  a  satis- 
faction in  Jie  consciousness  of  rectiiude,  higher 
than  public  prajse,  and  beyond  the  reach  even  of 
public  censure.  I  knew,  when  I  took  the  office, 
that  I  should  not  be  able  to  execute  its  duiiea  en- 
tirely according  to  my  conception  of  their  na'cre 
but  I  believed  that  the  mere  effort  to  do  so  might 
serve  as  a  useful  example  hereafter. 

To  administer  the  rules  fairly,  is,  comparatively, 
an  easy  tuk;  hut  there  is  great  difficulty  in  or- 
ganizing the  commiiiees  of  the  House  so  as  to  do 
justice  to  all  parties.  As  much  in  d<  liberatioii  de- 
pends npon  the  statement  of  the  proposiiio*  to  be 
discusiied,  so  ibe  efficiency  of  this  body  depends 
greatly  upon  the  constitution  of  the  committees 
which  present  m^st  of  the  subjects  apon  which  it 
rets.'  It  is,  therefore,  important  to  th«  parties  and 
the  couDtiy,  that  the  power  of  proposing,  through 
Ihete  committees,  shoald  be  fairly  and  rightly  be- 
stowed. To  ascertain  what  is  fair  in  the  dispensa- 
tion uf  this  power,  is  the  most  difficult  dnty,  as  it 
should  be  the  most  anxious  care  of  a  Speaker.  To 
say  that  I  had  developed  the  general  principles  of  a 
just  organization,  would  be  to  claim  far  more  than 
1  deserve.  But,  that  such  principles  may  be  esta> 
blisbed  by  a  reference  to  the  position  of  parties, 
and  the  natnre  of  the  qu-'stions  to  be  considered,  I 
do  not  doubt.  The  party  upon  which  it  naluially 
devolves  to  propose  a  question,  ought  to  have  Ae 
power,  it  would  seem,  to  present  its  proposition  in 
the  shape  for  which  it  is  willing  to  be  respensible. 
And,  as  the  different  parties  hold  the  affirmative, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  question,  lo  ought 
■he  constitution  of  the  committees  to  be  varied. 
In  the  comuiit'ees  connected  with  the  Executive 
i)epartmei:t$,  it  wonU  seem  jast  that  the  friends  of 
the  existing  Administration  should  have  the  majori- 
ty, lo  prof  o«  the  measures  which  emanate  origi- 
nally from  their  patty,  and  for  which  they  are 
mainly  arconitable.  In  committees  of  invrsliga- 
lion,  it  is  eqn.illy  clear  that  the  opposition,  who 
hold  the  affirmative,  shuuld  have  the  majority  and 
the  power.  And  so,  upon  other  qaeslions,  a  refe- 
lence  to  their  nature,  and  to  the  views  of  ibe  va- 
rioas  sections'  of  our  Confenleracy,  will  generally 
eiuible  a  Speaker  lo  approximate  to  just  rules,  in 
CODStiiuting  the  committees  which  take  charjce  of 
Iwae  mcasiucs.    But,  in  all  cases,  I  hare  endea- 


T'  red  to  guard  the  minority  upon  the  committees, 
in  the  point  of  numbers  and  ability. 

Toat  I  have  sometimes  failed  in  my  most  ear- 
nest attempts  t.>  do  jusiice,  I  freely  confess;  but  it 
is  something  il  I  can  hope  that  I  have,  at  leait, 
made  it  easier  for  those  who  aoaeeed  me,  to  act 
npon  s<me  beter  principle  than  ihat  of  giving  the 
whole  power  of  the  House  to  one  of  the  parties, 
withoat  regard  to  the  righu  and  feeling  of  othen. 
iCIotbe  this,  station  wi3i  the  aalhority  of  jusliee, 
and  how  ninch  may  it  not  do  to  elevate  the  views 
of  parlies  from  themselves  to  their  coaairy!  But 
arm  it  with  the  mere  power  of  nnmbrrs,  and  ad- 
minister it  with  an  exclusive  eye  to  ibe  interests  of 
a  part,  and  it  may  become  the  engine  of  as  much 
fraad  and  oppression  as  can  be  praciised  in  a  conn- 
try  so  tree  a-^  ours. 

I  ongh>,  perhaps,  toapolrgiza  to  you  for  the  brief 
allusion  I  have  made  to  the  principles  which  have 
governed  me,  but  it  is  the  last  time  I  shall  ever 
claim  your  iiidolgenee,  and  1  owed  it  to  myself  and 
to  you  to  make  the  cxplanilion.  If  I  have  done 
wrong,  I  alone  am  responsible  for  it;  and  if  I  have 
earnestly  sought  to  act  jasily  and  impartially,  I  seek 
no  higher  reward  than  the  kind  expression  of  your 
satisfaction,  which  you  have  jast  been  pleased  to 
offer  me. 

I  am  soMi  lo  pass  away  from  the  elation  with 
which  you  have  honored  me,  and  I  part  from  it 
withoat  regret.  Its  trappings  all  may  see,  but  its 
anxieties  and  trials  must  be  endured  to  be  under- 
sieod. 

II  IS  not,  however,  co  easy  a  thing  to  sever,  even 
fcr  a  season,  the  kindly  ties  ot  friendship;  and  it  Is 
painful  to  reflect  upon  the  tbonsand  accidents  of 
life  which  may  prerent  many,  rery  many,  of  us 
from  ever  meeting  again. 

Bat,  although  the  traces  of  iadividnal  action  are 
soon  lost  in  the  rapid  current  of  events,  it  is  still 
cheering  lo  ih  nk  Ihat  we  have  contribued  to  those 
great  but  silent  results  of  a  well  ordered  Qovem- 
ment  which  daily  shed  their  blessings  Ibtoughoot 
the  land.  Still  prouder  is  the  hope  that,  with  or 
without  08,  our  coanlry  is  on  the  march  to  fulfil  its 
mighty  destiny,  iind  accomplish  the  high  mission  of 
reform  upon  which  we  fondly  beliere  it  i«  sent. 

Permit  me,  ere  I  conclude,  to  renew  my  gratefal' 
acknowledgments  to  you  fnt  ihe  honor  yon  have 
bestowed  npon  me,  and  the  kind  consideration  which 
yon  have  shown  me,  upon  so  many  ooeawoDS. 
May  each  and  all  of  yoa  reitun  in  safety  to  your 
homes,  to  enjoy  in  domestic  life  a  grateful  repose 
from  your  labors,  and  lo  receive,  in  the  gratula* 
lions  of  confiding  constiioents,  the  bigbast  retnurd 
with  which  a  representative  can  be  honored. 

And  now,  when  we  are  aboat  to  close  the  bn  y 
scene  of  oar  labors,  and  all  sense  of  difference  or 
divi.'ion  is  for  the  moment  lost  in  the  emotions  of 
the  parting  hoar,  may  I  not  hope  that  we  shall  se- 
parate lo  remember  only  what  was  pleasant  and 
friendly  in  our  past  intercourse,  and  to  forget  all 
that  WIS  painful  or  disagreeable? 

May  every  blessing  attend  you,  gentlemeni  in 
yooT  progress  through  life,  and  may  yon  eoniinne 
to  awaken  in  the  breasts  of  others  the  same  kind^ 
emotions  of  friendship  and  respect  with  which  I 
now  take  leave  of  yoa,  as  I  perform  my  last  <  ffi- 
eial  duty,  and  prononnee  this  House  to  be  ad- 
journed wi  hoot  day. 

The  Hoase  adjourned  sim  die. 


IN  SENATE, 
TnossDAT,  March  4,  1841. 

At  11  o'clock  the  Senate  was  ca'led  to  order  by 
Mr.  DrcKEH!),  its  S-  cretary. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  that  it  woold  be  recolleoled 
that  on  Tues  lay  la»t,  the  Hon.  Wm.  R.  Kino  was 
e'ec'ed  President  pro  tern,  bat  the  fact  ihat  Mr. 
Kiao's  terra  of  s-'rr ice  expired  with  the  close  of 
the  last  session,  was  overlooked;  and,  in  order  to 
obviaU!  the  difficulty,  he  would  submit  the  follow* 
ing  resolution  for  the  consideration  of  ibe  Senate: 
'  Bemhtd,  That  the  oaih  of  office  be  administered 
to  the  Hon.  Wm.  R.  Kino,  a  Senator  elect  from 
the  Slate  of  Alabama,  by  the  Hon.  Hanav  Chty, 
and  that  he  be,  and  is  hereby,  chosen  President 
pro  tan.  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  was  nnanimonsly  agreed  to;  and 


Mr.  KINO,  having  been  qaaKAed,  look  his  seat  as 
President  pro  lem.  of  the  wnaie. 

Mr.  MOOTON  presented  the  ewdeatials  of  the 
Hon  AtKXANDER  Barrow,  elected  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Louisiana  a  Senator  from  that  State  for 
six  years  from  the  4<h  of  March,  instant. 

Mr.  SKVIER  presented  the  credentSaM  of  Uie 
Hon.  JoBN  C.  CALBonN,  elected  by  the  Legislaute 
of  South  Carolina  a  Senator  from  that  State  for  six 
years  from  the  4i|i  ot  March,  instant.^ 
'  Mr.  PIERCE  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hoh.  Lxvi  Wor  DBOBT,  elected  by  the  LFgistatare 
of  New  Hampshiie  a  Senator  from  that  Bute  for 
riz  years  from  ihe  4'h  or  March,  instant. 

Mr.  MANQOM  presented  the  credrntials  of  the 
Hon  JoRir  Maci>hcbsom  BKRaisN,  elected  by  the 
Legislattire  of  Gkorgia  a  Saaator  from  that  State 
for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March,  instant. 

Tne  credentials  were  severally  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  placed  on  fl!e. 

The  IMplomaiin  corps,  and  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Cruit  of  the  "United  States,  entered  the  8e« 
naie  chamber,  and  took  the  reats  aligned  for  them 
in  front  of  the  Secretary's  table. 

The  Hon.  JoRM  Ttlsr,  Vice  President  elect, 
and  the  Hon.  RionAan  M.  Johwsoh,  ex- Vice  Presi- 
dent, then  entered  the  chamber  with  the  Commit- 
tee of  Arrangements. 

The  oath  of  office  having  been  administered  by 
Mr.  Kma,  the  Prestdent  pro  (em 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  addressed  the  Senate 
as  follows: 

SxifAToBs:  Called  by  the  people  of  the  United 
Stales  to  preside  over  yonr  deli'beration!',  I  cannot 
withhold  the  expression  of  the  high  estimate  which 
I  plaee  %n  the  honor  which  they  have  confei|»d 
upon  me.  To  occupy  the  seat  which  has  brea 
filled  and  adorned  (to  say  nothing  of  my  more  im- 
mediate predecessors)  by  an  Adams,  a  Jefferson,  a 
Gerry,  a  Clinton,  and  a.TuropbiDS— Dames  tbat, 
although  belonging  to  the  dead,  still  live  in  the  re- 
collection of  a  grateful  eoontry— is  an  honor  of 
which  any  man  would  have  just  cause  to  be  prond- 
But  this  honor  is  greatly  aagmented  by  the  consi* 
deration  of  the  true  character  of  this  body — by  the 
high  order  of  intelleelaal  and  moral  powers  wfaidt 
has  disttnguisbed  it  in  all  past  time,  and  which  still 
distingoishes  it— by  the  dignity  which  has  for  the 
most  part  matked  its  proceedings;  and,  above  all,  by 
the  important  dntihs  which  have  devolved  ujxm  i' 
nndei;  the  Constitation.  Here  are  to  be  found  the 
immediatejepresentalives  of  the  States,  by  whose 
sovere'gu  will  tfaa  Govamment  has  been  sp»krn 
into  existenoe.  -  Here  exists  that  perfect  eqnallty 
among  the  members  of  the  Confederacy,  which 
gives  to  the  smallest  State  in  the  Union  a  voice 
as  potential  aa  that  of  tbelaiKcsL  To  this  body 
is  Committed,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  great  traal 
of  guarding  and  protecting  the  institutions  banded 
down  to  us  from  oar  fathers,  as  well  against  the 
waves  or  popular  and  rash  impulses  on  die  o«e 
hand,  as  against  aiiempis  at  EieetKiTa  «neroaeii'< 
meat  on  the  other.  It  may  properly  be  regarded 
as  holding  the  balance,  in  which  is  weighed  the  pow- 
ers conceded  to  this  Governoient,  and  the  rights  re- 
sented to  the  States  and  to  the  Pieople.  It  is  its  pro- 
vince to  concede  what  has  been  granted,  to  with- 
hold what  has  been  denied:  thu.",  in  all  its  features 
exbibiiing  a  true  type  of  the  glorious  Coafederaey 
under  which  it  is  oar  happiness  to  live.  Shoald  the 
spirit  of  faction— -.hat  destructive  spirit  which  reck- 
lessly walks  over  prostrate  rights  and  tramples  laws 
and  Constitutions  in  the  dust— ever  find  anabidiag 
place  wiibia  diis  hall,  then  indeed  will  a  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  be  i-«ned  against  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  this  people,  and  their 
political    institaiions    be     made    to    topple    to 
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liuoi..  fciubduuaa.  £u  while  Ibis  My  s*<all 
(9:Uiaue  to  be  what  by  its  framers  it  was  desigord 
to  ^ — deliberative  in  iis  eharacier.uobiaesed  in  its 
eoar&e,al>d  Indrpflndeot  in  its  actios — then  may  li 
berty  be  rrguded  as  enlrencbed  in  sarety  behind 
di«  sacred  ramparts  of  the  Constitation. 

While  r«66B|»y  tbk  ehaif,  Senators,  I  shall  have 
fraqnent  ooeasioa  to  invoke  your  indulgence  Tor 
my  defecui,  and  yonr  eh&rily  for  my  errors.  I  am 
bat  little  skillA  in  parliamentary  law,  and  have 
be«a  nnased  to  preside  over  deliberative  a;sem- 
biief .  An  that  I  can  orge  in  eicnse  for  my  defects 
is,  that  I  bring  with  me  to  this  chair  an  earne.il  with 
to  disebarge  properly  ha  dotics,  and  a  fixed  det«r> 
minalioa  to  preside  over  yoar  deliberations  with 
entire  impartiality. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentaehy  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  the  Hob.  James  P.  Moorkbus,  elected  by 
the  LrglsIatnrA  of  Keuiocky  a  Senator  from  that 
State  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March  inslan', 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  MOORBHB&D  was  then  qnalifled.and  took 
his  seal  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KINGv  tbe  names  of  the  Se- 
nators whose  credenti*ls  have  been  heretofore  read, 
were  called  over  for  the  purpose  nf  being  qoalified, 
and  Mr.  BATES  of  &Isssaehusetls,  SAr.  CLAY- 
TON ot  Delaware,  Mr.  FULTON  of  Arltansas, 
Mr.  BBREUEN  of  Georgia,  Mr.  MANGDM  of 
North  Carolina,  Mr.  MA6R0BERTS  of  Illinois, 
Mr.  SIMMONS  of  Bhode  Island,  Mr.  WOOD- 
BORY  of  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  BARROW  <  f 
Loaisiaaa,  Mr.  CALHOUN  of  South  Carolina, 
Mr.  WALKER  of  Mississippi,  Mr.  MILLER  Of 
New  Jersey,  Mr.  EVANS  of  Maine,  and  Mr. 
WOODBRIDOB  of  Michigan,  severally  took  the 
oath  prefcribtd  by  the  Constitution  of  tte  United 
Stales. 

General  WILUAM  HENRY  HARRISON, 
President  of  the  United  Stales  elect,  then  entered 
the  Senate  chimber  with  the  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements, and  was  eondncted  to  the  seat  assign^ 
for  him,  immediAtely  in  front  of  the  Secretary's 
t«ble. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  thote  assembled  on  the  floor 
of  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  eastern  portico  of 
the  Capitol,  in  the  following  order: 

TheMarshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia; 

The  Supreme  Conrt  of  the  Uai'ed  Stales; 
,  The  Scrgeani-at-Arms  of  the  Senate; 

The  (Committee  of  Arraotwaen-s; 

The  Preudeat  elect,  the  Vice  Pwsideitt,  and  Se- 
cretary  of  the  Senate; 

Tht  Members  of  the  Senate; 

Tlie  Diplomatic  corps; 

The  Mayors  of  Waahingtcn,  Georgetown,  and 
Alexandria,  and  thf  other  persons  admiiied  to  the 
floor  of  the  Senate. 

On  reaching  the  portico,  the  Piesident  elect 
and  Chief  Justice  Taney  were  eondncted  to 
seat*  in  front  of  a  lar^  platform  erected  for 
the  porpose,  aad  these  who  followed  ia  the  proces- 
sioa  having  taken  their  .<«ats,  the  Piesident  elect 
lose  and  delivered  the  following 

INAUOORAL  ADD3E3S. 

Ohlled  from  a  retirement  which  I  had  supposed 
WM  to  conttBue  for  the  residue  of  my  life,  to  fill 
the  Chief  Rxecntive  office  of  this  great  and  free  na- 
tion, I  appear  before  yon,  fellow- citizens,  to  lake 
the  oaths  which  die  Constitation  prtseribes,  as  a 
necessary  qnatification  for  the  performance  of  its 
dttiies.  And  in  obedience  to  a  custom  coeval  with 
our  Government,  and  what  I  belirveto  be  )onr  ex- 
pectation*!, I  prrceed  to  pres>'nt  to  yon  a  summary 
ofthe  principles  which  will  govern  me,  in  the  dis- 
•harge  of  the  duties  which  I  t'hall  be  called  opop  to 
pwfoim. 

It  was  the  remark  of  a  Roman  Consul,  in  an 
early  period  of  that  celebrated  Republic,  that  a 
most  striking  contract  way  observsble  in  the  con- 
dnet  of  candidates  ft>r  offices  of  power  and  inr), 
before  and  after  obtaining  them — they  seld  m  car- 
tying  out  in  the  latter  esse,  the  pledges  and  promises 
~    '   in  the  former.    However  much  the  wi  rid 


may  have  improved,  in  many  respeclo,  in  the  lapse 
ot  upwards  ol  two  ttioosmil  j  ears  Mnce  the  re-nark 
was  made  by  tkc  virtuous  and  indignant  Ruman, 
I  fear  that  a  strict  examination  of  the  annals  of 
some  of  the  midern  elective  Governmtnis,  would 
develope  similar  instances  of  violated  oonfideooe. 

Although  the  flat  Of  the  people  has  gone  forth, 
proclaiming  me  the  Chief  Magistiaie  of  ifais  glo- 
rious Union,  nothing  upon  their  part  remaining  to 
ba  done,  it  may  be  tbooght  tha'  a  motive  may  exist 
to  keep  up  the  delasion  ttad;r  which  they  may  be 
supposed  10  have  acted  in  relation  to  my  principles 
and  opinkwf;  and  perhaps  there  may  be  some  in 
this  ass«mbly  who  have  come  here  either  prepared 
to  condemn  thote  I  ^hall  new  deliver,  or,  approving 
them,  to  doubt  <be  uneerity  with  which  ibey  are 
uttered.  But  the  lapse  of  a  few  months  will  eon- 
firm  or  dispel  their  leais  The  outline  of  principles 
to  govern,  and  measures  to  be  ado|  ted,  by  an  Ad- 
ministratton  not  yet  hegnn,  will  soon  be  eichanged 
for  Immutable  history;  and  I  rhall  stand,  either 
exonerated  by  my  countrymen,  or-  classed  with  the 
m;ss  of  those  who  promised  that  ibey  might  de- 
ceive, and  flattered  with  the  intention  to  betray.   . 

However  strong  may  be  my  present  purpose  to 
realize  the  expeciaiions  of  a  magnanimous  and 
confiding  people,  I  too  well  understand  the  infirmi- 
ties of  human  nature,  and  the  lUngerous  temp'a- 
lioBs  to  which  I  shall  be  txposed,  from  the  magni. 
tnde  of  the  power  which  it  has  been  the  pleasure  nf 
the  people  to  commit  to  my  bands,  not  lo  place  n.y 
chief  confidence  upon  ihe'aid  of  that  Almighty  Pow- 
er which  his  hitherto  protected  me,  and  enabled 
me  to  bring  to  favorable  issues  other  important,  but 
still  greatly  Inferior  trusts,  her.'tofore  confided  to 
me  by  my  country. 

The  broad  foundation  upon  which  cur  Constitu- 
tions rtsLs,  being  the  people — a  breath  of  theirs 
bavin;  made,  as  a  breath  can  unmake,  change,  or 
modify  it — it  can  be  assigned  to  none  of  the  great 
div  sions  of  Government  bat  to  that  of  Democra- 
cy. If  such  is  its  theory,  those  who  are  called  up- 
on to  administer  it  must  recognise,  as  its  leading 
princlp'e,  the  duty  of  shaping  their  measures  so  as 
to  produce  the  greatest  goodio  the  greatest  nnmber. 
Bat,  with  these  broad  admissions,  if  we  would 
1  compare  the  sovereignty  acknowledged  lo  exist  in 
the  mass  of  our  people  with  the  power  claimed  by 
other  sovereignties,  e«en  by  those  which  have  been 
considered  most  purely  Democralic,  we  shall  find  a 
most  essential  difference.  All  others  lay  claim  to 
power  limited  ODly  by  their  own  will.  The  majori- 
ty of  our  citlz'-n^,  on  the  contrary,  possess  a  so- 
vereignty with  an  amount  of  power  precisely  equal 
to  that  which  has  been  granted  to  them  by  the  par- 
lies-tu  the  national  compact,  and  nothing  beyond. 
.  We  admit  of  no  Government  by  Divine  right — be- 
lieving that,  80  far  as  power  is  concerned,  the  bene- 
fieient  Creator  has  made  no  dii^tinction  amongst 
mm,  that  all  are  upon  an  equality,  and  that  the  on- 
ly legitimate  right  to  govern  is  an  express  grant  of 
power  from  the  governed.  The  Coosiitmion  of 
the  United  States  is  the  instrument  containing  this 
grant  of  power  tt>  the  several  departments  com- 
posing the  Government.  On  an  examination 
of  that  in<itmment,  it  will  be  found  to  contain  de- 
clara'inns  of  power  granted,  and  of  power  \H'b- 
hcld.  The  latter  is  also  foseepiible  of  division,  in- 
to power  which  the  majority  had  the  light  to  grant, 
but  which  they  did  not  think  proper  to  intrust  to 
tbeir  agents,  and  that  which  they  could  no:  have 
granted,  not  being  possessed  by  ihem.telve6.  In 
other  word-i,  there  are  certa'n  rights  possessed  by 
each  indlvldnal  American  citizen,  which,  in  his 
cimpact  with  the  others,  he  h;)s  never  surrender- 
ed. Some  of  them,  indeed,  he  is  unable  to  sur- 
render, being,  in  the  language  of  our  system,  una- 
lienable. 

The  boasted  privilege  of  a  Roman  eitiz''n  was  to 
himashieU  only  against  a  petty  provincial  ruler, 
whilst  the  proad  democrat  of  Athens  could  cons  -le 
hims^elf  under  a  seoienre  of  death,  for  a  supposed 
violation  of  ihe  national  faith.which  no  one  under- 
stood, and  which  at  times  was  the  subject  of  the 
mockery  of  all,  or  of  banishmmt  from  his  home, 
bis  family,  and  his  country,  nith  or  wiihout  an  al- 
leged cause;  that  it  was  the  act,  not  i.f  a  single  ty- 
rant, or  haled  aristocracy,  bnt  of  his  assembled 
countrymen.  Fkr  itifferentis.iiiepower  of  oursove- 


reifnty.  It  can  interfere  with  iio  one's  faith, 
prescribe  f-rins  of  worshipfor  no  one's  obfefirance, 
ihOicl  no  punishment  but  after  well  ascertained 
guilt,  ihe'resnit  rf  investigation  nnder  rules  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution  itself,  "niese  precious 
privileges,  and  those  scarcely  less  imporiani,  of 
giv'ug  expression  to  bis  thoughts  and  oprnions, 
either  by  writing  or  speaking,  unrestrained  bat  by 
the  liability  for  injury  to  others,,  and  that  of  a  full 
participation  in  all  the  advantages  which  Aowfrom 
the  (Joremment,  the  acknowledged  property  of  all, 
ihe  American  citizen  derives  from  no  charter  granted 
by  his  fellow  man.  He  claims  them  because  he  is 
hivs'lf  a-  man,  fashionrd  by  the  same  Almighty 
hand  as  the  rest  of  his  species,  and  eotliled  to  a  full 
share  of  the  blessings  with  which  be  has  endowed 
them. 

Notwithstanding  the  limited  sovereignty  pos- 
sessed by  the  penple  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the 
restricted  grant  of  power  to  the  Government  whidi 
they  have  idopled,  enough  has  been  given  to  ae- 
compliRh  all  the  objects  for  which  it  was  created. 
It  has  been  fonod  powerful  in  war,  and  hitherto, 
justice  has  been  administered,  an  intimate  union 
effected,  domestic  tranqailiity  preserved,  and  per- 
sonal liberty  secured  lo  the  citizen.  As  was  to  be 
expected,  however,  from  the  defect  of  language, 
and  the  necessarily  sen'entious  manner  in  wbi^ 
the  Constitution  is  written,  disputes  have  arisen  as 
to  the  amount  «f  power  which  it  has  aetuaity 
granted,  or  was  intended  to  grant.  This  is  more 
particalarly  the  case  in  relation  to  that  part  of  the 
initrumeat  which  treats  of  the  legislative  branch. 
And  not  only  as  regards  the  ezereis;  of  powers 
'  claimed  under  a  general  clan;*,  giving  that  body 
the  authority  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  lo  carry 
into  eGTect  the  specified  powers,  but  in  relation  to 
the  latter  also.  It  is,  however,  eonsolatory  to  re- 
fleet,  that  mott  of  Ihe  instances  of  alle«ed  depar- 
ture from  Ihe  letter  or  spirit  of  the  Constimiion, 
have  ultimately  received  the  sanction  of  a  mijority 
of  the  people.  And  the  fact,  that  many  of  our 
s'atesmen,  most  distinguished  for  talent  and  patrio- 
tism, have  been,  at  one  time  or  other  of  their  po- 
litical career,  on  both  sides  of  each  of  the  most 
warmly  disputed  questions,  forces  upon  us  the  in- 
ference that  the  errors.if  errors  there  were,  are 
attributable  to  the  intrinsic  difficulty,  in  many  in- 
stances, of  a.Ncertaining  the  intentions  of  thtframers 
of  the  Constitation,  rather  than  the  influence  of 
any  sinister  or  unpalrioUc  motive. 

But  the  great  danger  to  oar  institations  does  not 
appear  to  me  to  be  in  a  usarpaiion,  by  the  Govern- 
ment,  of  power  not  granted  by  the  people,  but  by 
the  aocamnlaiion,  in  one  of  the  departments,  of 
that  whteh  was  assigned  to  others.  L-'mited  as  are 
the  powers  which  have  been  granted,  still  enough 
have  been  granted  to  eonstiiote  a  despotism,  if  eon- 
centiated  in  one  of  the  departments.  This  danger 
is  greatly  heightened,  as  it  has  been  always  obiwr- 
vable  that  men  are  less  jealous  of  encroachments 
of  one  department  upon  another,  than  upon  their 
own  reserved  rights. 

When  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  first 
came  from  the  hands  of  tht  Convention  which 
formed  it,  many  of  the  sternest  republicans  of  the 
day  were  alarmed  at  Ihe  extent  of  the  power  wb'«h 
h*d  been  granted  lo  the  Federal  Government,  and 
more  particularly  of  that  portion  which  had  been 
assigned  to  the  Executive  branch.  Tnerc  were  in 
it  features  which  appeared  not  to  be  in  harmony  . 
with  their  ideas  of  a  simple  representative  Demo- 
cracy, or  Republic.  And  knowing  the  tendiincy  of 
power  to  increase  itself,  particalarly  when  exer- 
cised by  a  single  individual,  predictions  were  made 
that,  at  no  very  remote  period,  the  Government 
would  terminate  in  viitnal  monarchy.  It  would 
not  become  me  to  say  that  the  feirs  of  these  patri- 
ots have  been  already  realized.  Ba',  at  I  sin- 
cerely believe,  that  the  tendency  of  measurer,  and 
ef  men's  opinionv,  for  some  years  past,  hat  been  in 
that  direction,  it  U,  I  conceive,  strictly  proper  that 
I  should  take  this  occasion  to  repeat  the  assuranoea 
I  have  heretofore  given  of  my  determination  lo  ar- 
rest the  progress  of  that  tendency,  if  it  really  exists, 
and  restore  the  Government  to  its  itristiue  health 
and  vigor,  as  far  as  this  can  be  effected  by  any 
legitimate  exercise  of  the  power  placed  in  my  hands. 

I  proceed  to  slate,  in  as  summary  a  manner  a*  I 
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eui,  nj.opinioa  uf  i|ie  sovcu  or  iha  evili  nrbich  \ 
h«»e  been  so  extecsirely  complained  of,  and  ihe 
eoncctlves  which  may  be  applied.  Some  of  the 
former  are  anqaestiopably  lo  be  foand  ia  the  i!c- 
faels  of  Ihe  Constitalion;  others,  in  my  jadgmen), 
>n  atiribatable  to  a  mi»consLruction  ofsomeoriiii 
pnnrisions.  Of  the  fortner  U  the  eligibiliiy  of  the 
aaoM  indiridaal  to  a  second  term  of  the  Presideney. 
TIM  sagaeioas  mind  rf  Mr.  Jefferson  earljr  sav 
•ad  lamented  this  error,  and  afempls  have  been 
made,  hitherto  witboot  (access,  to  apply  the  amen-' 
daiory  power  of  the  States  lo  Its  correction. 

As,  however,  one  mode  of  correction  is  in  the 
power  of  every  I'resident,-  and  conwijnently  in 
mine,  it  woelil  be  nsel 'ss,  and  perhaps  invidions, 
lo  eaamerate  ihe  evils  of  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
«ar  fellow-citizens,  this  error  of  the  sages  who 
framed  the  Consiitatio^  may  have  been  the  sonrce, 
■nd  the  bitier  fruits  which  we  are  still  to  gather 
from  it,  if  it  continnes  to  dis6gare  oar  system.  It 
may  be  observed,  however,  as  a  general  remark, 
that  Repablies  can  commit- no  greater  error  than  to 
adopt  or  eootinne  any  fcAtare  in  iheir  systems  of 
government  which  may  b:  calculated  lo  create  or 
ioerease  the  love  of  power,  in  the  bosoms  of  ihose 
10  whom  necessity  obliges  ihem  to  commit  the  ma- 
nagement of  their  affairs.  And,  sn rely,  nothing  is 
more  Hkety  to  prtdace  such  a  state  of  miad  tfaan 
the  loo;  eontinaance  of  an  office  of  high  trasi. 
Nothing  can  be  more  corraptins,  nothing  more  de- 
ktrodive  of  all  tbo«e  noble  feelings  which  belong 
to  the  character  of  a  devoled  republican  patriot. 
When  this  oorrnpting  passion  once  takes  po^sessioa 
of  the  hamao  mind,  like  the  lov3  of  gold,  it  be- 
tomes  insatiable.  It  is  the  n^ ver-dying  worm  in 
his  bosom,  grows  with  hi<  growth,  and  strengthens 
with  the  declining  years  of  its  victim.  If  this  is 
iroe,  it  it  the  part  of  wisdom  for  a  republic  lo  limit 
the  service  of  that  officer,  at  least,  to  whom  t-he  has 
introsted  the  management  of  her  foreign  relations, 
Ihe  ezecutioo  of  her  laws,  and  ihe  cimniand  of  her 
armies  and  navies,  to  a  period  so  shoit  as  to  pre- 
vent his  forgetting  that  he  is  the  aecountable  age d>, 
not  the  principal — the  srrvant,  not  ihe  master.  TTn- 
lil  an  amendment  of  the  Consliintion  can  be  effect- 
ed, public  opinion  majr  secure  the  desired  object. 
I  give  my  aid  lo  it,  by  tenewins  the  pledge  hereto- 
fore given,  that,  nnder  nO  circnmstancis,  will  I 
consent  lo  setve  a  second  term. 

Bat  if  there  is  danger  to  public  liberty  from  the 
aeknowledgrd  defects  of  ihe  Consiituiion,  in  the 
want  of  limit  to  the  coniinnance  of  ihe  Execntive 
power  in  the  same  hands,  there  is,  I  apprehend,  not 
mocb  less  from  a  misconstruction  of  that  ios'.ru- 
ment,  as  it  regards  ihe  powers  actually  given.  I 
eanaot  conceive  that,  by  a  fair  consiruciion,  any  or 
either  of  its  provisions  would  be  found  to  consti- 
late  the  President  a  part  of  the  legislative  power. 
Itcaiinoi'be  claimed  from  the  power  to  recom- 
mend, since,  alihoogh  enjoined  as  a  daiy  npon 
him,  it  is  a  privilrge  which  he  holds  in  commrn 
wi  h  every  other  ciiiz'^n. '  Aid  alihongh  there  may 
he  something  moie  of  confidence  in  the  propriety 
of  the  measares  reeommebded  in  the  one  cass  than 
io  the  other,  in  the  obligations  of  uliimale  deci- 
•ioB  there  can  be  no  difference.  In  the  langasge 
of  the  Conctitoiion,  "all  the  legislative  power*" 
which  it  grants  "are  vested  in  the  Congress  of  the 
Uoiled  S  ates.*'  It  would  be  a  Eolecism  in  lan- 
guage to  say  that  any  portion  of  these  is  not  in- 
elnded  in  the  whole. 

It  may  he  said,  indeel,  that  the  Constitution  has 
given  to  ihc  Executive  the  power  lo  annul  ihe  acts 
of  the  legislative  body,  by  refusing  to  them  his  as- 
sent. So  a  similar  power  has  necessarily  resulted 
frtm  that  ios'rDmrnt  to  the  Judiciary;  and  yet  the 
Jadiciary  forms  no  part  of  the  Legislaiare.  There 
is,  it  is  irae,  thi^  difference  between  these  grants  of 
power.  The  Execntive  can  put  his  negative  upon 
the  acts  of  the  Legislature  for  oth«r  cause  than  that 
of  want  of  conformity  lo  the  Constitution,  whilst 
the  Judiciary  can  enly  declare  void  those  which 
violate  that  instrntnent.  But  the  decision  of  the 
Jadiciary  u  final  in  such  a  case,  whereas  in  every 
instance  where  the  veto  of  the  Eieeaiive  is  app'ied, 
it  may  be  overcome  by  a  vote  of  iwd.  thirds  of  both 
Hooi-esof  Congreis.  The  negative  upon  ihe  acts 
of  the  Legislative  by  the  Exrcnlive  authority,  and 
Ikat  in  the  bands  of  one  individnal,  would  seem  to 


b'<  an  inccng.'uity  in  oar  syttem.  Like  some  others 
Ota  similar  cbarscler,  ho'vever,  it  appears  to  be 
highly  expedient;  ani  if  nsed  only  with  Ihe  for- 
bearance, and  in  the  .<spirii  which  was  intended  by 
its  anthers,  it  may  be  productive  of  great  gocd,  and 
be  found  one  of  the  best  safeguards  to  the  Union. 
At  the  period  of  the  formation  of  the  Consiituiion, 
the  principle  does  not  appear  lo  have  enjoyed  moch 
favor  in  the  State  Governments.  It  existed  but  in 
two;  and  io  one  of  these  there  was  a  plural  Execs- 
live.  If  we  would  search  for  the  motives  which' 
operated  npon  the  pnrely  patriotic  and  eal  ghtened 
as-^emblf  which  framed  the  Consiitntion,  for  the 
adoption  of  a  provision  so  apparently  repugnant  to 
Ihe  leading  Democratic  principle  that  the  majority 
should  govern,  we  must  i  eject  the  idea  that  ibe'y 
anticipated  from  it  any  benefit  to  the  o  dinary 
coarse  of  tegif  lation.  They  knew,loo  well  the  high 
dfgree  of  intelligence  which  existed  among  the 
people,  and  the  enlightened  character  of  >he  State 
Legislatares,  not  to  have  the  fullest  confidence  that 
Ihe  two  b.^dles  elec'ed  by  them  would  be  worthy 
rffpreseniatives  of  such  constituents,  and,  of  couise, 
that  they  would  require  Eo  aid  in  cocceivin;;  and 
maturing  the  measures  whic^  the  circumstanceJi  of 
Ihe  country  might  require;  a  id  it  is  preposterous 
to  suppose  that  a  thought  could  for  a  moment  have 
been  entertained  that  the  Prssident,  placed  at  the 
capital,  in  the  centre  of  the  country,  could  beter 
nnderstand  the  wani«  and  wi.~hcs  of  the  people  ihan 
their  own  immediate  iepre.<en'aiives,  who  xpend  a 
part  if  every  year  among  them,  living  with  them, 
often  laboring  with  them,  and  bound  to  theai  by  the 
triple  tie  of  interevl,  duly,  and  affection.  To  as- 
si«>  or  control  Consress,  then,  in  its  oidinary  legis- 
lation, could  not,  I  conceive,  have  been  iha  motive 
for  conferring  the  veto  powetr  ou  the  President. 
Thi<  argumeut  acquires  additional  force  from  the 
fact  of  it«  never  having  been  ihus  nsed  by  the  firet 
six  Pre.<iidents;  and  two  of  them  were  members  of 
the  convention,  one  piesiding  over  its  deliberations, 
and  the  other  having  a  larger  share  in  eonsnm- 
maiiog  Ihe  labors  of  that  august  body  than  any 
other  pei>on.  But  if  billt  were  never  returned  to 
Congress  by  either  of  the  Prssideais  above  referred 
IP,  npon  the  ground  of  their  being  inexpedient,  or 
not  as  well  adapted  as  they  might  be  to  ihe  wauls 
of  ihe  people,  the  veto  was  applied  upon  that  of 
want  of  conformity  to  the  Const'itauon,  or  becao  e 
errors  had  been  committed  from  a  too  hasty  eaacl- 
ment 

There  is  another  ground  for  the  adrp  ion  of  the 
veto  principle,  which  had  probably  more  influence 
in  recommending  it  to  the  Convention  than  any 
other.  I  refer  to  the  security  which  it  g^ves  lo  the 
just  And  equitable  action  of  the  Legislatare  upon 
all  parts  of  the  Union.  It  coald  not  but  have  re- 
curred to  the  Convention  that,  in  a  coan'ry  so  ex- 
tensive, eiQhracing  so  great  a  variety  of  soil  and 
climate,  and,  convrquently,  of  products,  and  which, 
from  the  same  causes,  must  ever  exhibit  a  greai 
different^  in  ihe  amount  of  the  papulation  of  i>s 
variou'!  sections,  calling  for  a  great  diversity  in  the 
employments  of  the  people,  that  the  le;i:;Iaiion  of 
the  majority  might  not  always  justly  regard  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  minority— and  that  acts 
of  this  eharacer  might  be  passed,  under  an  ex- 
press grant  by  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  and, 
therefore,  not  within  the  competency  nf  the  judi- 
ciary to  declare  void;  thai,  ho^evcrenlightened  and 
patriotic  they  mittht  suppose,  from  past  experience, 
the  members  of  Congress  might  be,  and  however 
largely  partaking  in  the  general  of  the  liberal  feel- 
ing* of  the  people,  it  was  impossible  lo  expect  that 
bodies  so  constituted  should  not  somet  mes  be  con- 
trolled by  local  intere-sts  and  sectional  feelings.  It 
was  proper,  therefore,  to  provide  some  umpire, 
from  whrse  situation  and  mode  of  appointment 
more  independenre  and  freedom  from  such  influ- 
ences might  be  exf  eeied'.  Such  a  one  was  aff.»rdf  d 
by  the  Execntive  Dipartment,  consiituted  by  the 
Constitution.  A  person  elected  to  thai  hith  office, 
having  his  conslitaenis  in  every  section.  State,  and 
subdivision  of  the  Union,  mast  consider  himself 
bound  by,ihe  most  solemn  saoc  ions  to  guard,  pro- 
tect, and  defend  the  rights  of  all,  and  of  every 
portion,  great  or  small,  from  the  injn.<tUce  and  op- 
pression of  the  rest.  1  consider  the  veto  power, 
therefore,  given  by  the  Constiiation  to  the  Eseei}- 


live  of  the  United  States  solely  aa.a  coBaerrative 
power,  lo  be  be  used  ooly,  Ut,  to  protect  the  Cun- 
ttitution  from  violation;  3Jly,  thj  people  from  die 
effects  of  hasty  legislalion,  where  their  will  has . 
been  piobably  disregarded  or  not  well  understood; 
and,  3Jly,  to  prevent  the  effects  of  combioaUone. 
violative  of  the  right  of  minorities.  Ia  reference  ■ 
tr  the  second  of  these  objects,  I  may  observe,  that 
I  consider  it  the  right  and  privilege  of  th>  people  to 
decide  disputed  points  of  the  Con«titaiion,  arising 
from  the  general  grant  of  power  to  Congress  lo 
carry  into  tffect  the  powers  expressly  given.  And 
I  believe,  wi'h  Mr.  Madison,  "that  repealed  recog- 
nitions, nnder  yaried  circumstances,  in  acts  of  this 
Lrgi'<lativp,  Executive,  and  Judicial  branches  of 
the  Government,  accompanied  by  indioatisns  ia 
different  modes  of  the  concurrense  of  the  general 
will  of  the  nation,  as  affording  to  the  President  suf- 
ficient aaihority  for  his  considering  such  disputed 
points  as  settled." 

Upwards  of  half  a  century  has  elapsed  since  the 
adoption  of  unr  present  form  of  Government.  It 
Would  be  an  object  more  highly  desirable  than  Ihe  . 
gratification  of  the  curioaiy  of  speculative  stales- 
men,  if  its  precise  situation  could  be  a'oertained,  a 
fair  exhibit  made  of  the  operations  of  each  of  its 
Departments,  of  the  powers  which  they  respective- 
ly claim  and  exercise,  of  the  eollitions  which 
have  occurred  between  them,  or  between  the  whole 
Government  and  those  of  the  States,  or  e'ther  of 
them.  We  could  then  compare  onr  actual  condi- 
tion, aft«r  fifty  years'  trial  of  our  system,  with, 
what  it  wasin  the  commencement  of  its  operations, 
and  aicertain  whether  the  predictions  of  the  pa- 
triots who  opposed  its  adoption,  or  the  confident  . 
hopes  of  its  advocates  have  been  best  realized,  i 
The  great  dread  of  Ihe  former  seems  to  have  been, 
ihat  the  le'^iv^d  powers  of  the  States  would  be 
absorbid  by  tho^e  of  the  Federal  Government, 
and  a  consolidated  power  established,  leaving  to 
Ihe  Sates  the  shad jw,  only,  of  that  iedependeat 
acticn  for  which  they  had  so  zealously  contended,  . 
and  on  Ihe  pre.iervation  of  which  they  relied  as  the 
last  hope  of  liberty.  Without  denying  that  Ihe 
result  to  which  they  looked  with  so  much  appre- 
hension i%  in  the  way  of  being  realised,  it  is  ob-  ^ 
vious  thai  they  did  not  clearly  see  the  mode  of  its 
accomplishment.  The  General  Government  has 
seized  npon  none  of  the  reterved  rights  of  the 
State'.  As  [at  as  any  open  warfare  may  have 
gone,  the  State  au'borities  have  amply  mainuined 
their  rights  To  a  casual  observer,  our  system 
presents  no  appearance  of  d:scord  between  the 
different  members  which  eompo^e  it.  Even  the 
addition  of  many  new  ones  has  produced  no  jar- 
ring. They  move  in  their  respective  orbits  ia 
perfect  harmony  with  the  centril  head,  and  «ith  . 
each  othrr.  But  there  is  still  an  under  current  at 
Work,  by  which,  if  not  seasonally  checked,  the 
worst  apprehensions  of  our  anti-federal  patriots 
will  be  realized.  And  not  only  will  the  State  au- 
thorities be  overshadowed  by  the  great  inerea^e  of 
power  in  the  Executive  D'partment  of  the  Oeneral 
Government,  bat  the  character  of  that  Govern- 
ment, if  not  its  designation,  be  essenlially'  and  radi- 
cally changed.  This  state  of  things  has  been  in 
part  effected  by  causes  inherent  in  the  Con<iia> 
linn,  and  in  part  by  the  never-failing' tendtney  of 
political  power  to  increase  itself.  By  making  Ihe 
President  the  sole  disitibator  of  all  the  patronage 
of  the  Government,  the  framersof  the  Constitution 
do  not  appear  to  have  anticipate!]  at  how  short  a 
period  it  would  become  a  formidable  instrument  to 
control  the  free  operations  rf  the  Stale  Govern- 
ment'.  Of  trifling  importance  at  first,  it  had,  early 
in  Mr.  Jefferson's  adminiMration,  become  to 
powerful  as  to  create  great  alarm  in  the  mind 
of  that  pttiiot,  from  the  potent  influence  it 
might  exert  in  controlling  the  freedom  of  Ihe 
elective  iranchise.  If  inch  could  have  then 
been  the  effects  of  its  influence,  how  much  greater 
must  be' the  danger  at  thii  time,  quadrupled  in 
amount,  as  it  ceriaiuly  is,  and  more  ci  mpletely  nn- 
der the  control  of  the  Executive  will,  than  their 
construction  of  their  powers  allowed,  or  the 
forbearing  characters  of  all  the  early  Presi- 
dents permitted  them  to  make?  But  it  is  not 
by  the  extent  of  its  patronage  alone  that  the 
Executive  Department  has  become    dangerous, 
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bat  br  rhe  aie  which  il  appears  may  be  made  of 
the  appoiniiBf  power,  to  bring  under  iw  control  the 
whole  irc»eiioe  of  the  conniry.  Th»  Consliluiion 
baa  declared  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  President  lo 
SM  that  the  laws  are  executed,  and  it  mibes  him 
tlM  Coounander-in  Cnief  of  ibe  armie*  and  navy 
of  the  0oited  Slates,  if  the  opiaioa  of  the  most 
approved  writers  upon  that  species  of  mixed  Go- 
TAmment,  which,  in  modem  Europe,  is  termed 
awiureAy,  in  eontradisiiaction  to  despotism,  n  cor- 
rect, there  was  wantinic  no  other  addition  to  the 
powers  of  onr  Chief  Magistra'e  to  stamp  a  mo- 
narobieal  character  on  our  QoverDmeot.bnt  the  con- 
trol of  the  public  finances.  And  to  me  it  appears 
-slninge,  indeed,  that  any  one  .should  doubt  that  the 
,  entire  control  which  the  President  possesses  ovtr 
the  ofllcers  who  have  the  custody  of  the  public 
money,  by  the  power  of  removal  wuh  or  without 
cause,  does,  forall  mischievous  purposes  at  least, 
▼irtaally  subject  the  treasure  al«o  to  his  dlfspisial. 
The  first  Roman  Emseror,  in  his  attempt  to  seize 
the  sacred  treasure,  silenced  the  opposition  of  the 
officer  to  whose  charge  it  had  been  committed, 
by  a  significant  allusion  lo  his  sword.  By  a  .<:elec- 
lion  or  political  instruments  for  the  care  of  the 
public  money,  a  reference  to  their  commissions  by 
a  Ptes  dent,  would  be  quite  as  cfiaciual  an  argu- 
ment as  that  of  Cs-ar  to  the  Roman  knight.  I  am 
not  insensible  of  the  r reat  diticuliy  that  exists  in 
devising  a  proper  plan  for  the  safe  keeping  and  dis- 
buraement  of  Ihe  public  revenues,  and  I  know  the 
importance  which  has  been  attached  by  men  of 
great  abilities  and  patriotism  to  the  divorce,  as  it  Is 
called,  of  the  Treasury  from  the  banking  ins'itu- 
tiont.  It  if  not  the  divorce  which  is  complained 
of,  but  the  anhalkiwf  d  union  of  the  Treasury  with 
the  Exeeotive  Department  which  has  created  such 
rz'ensiTe  alarm.  To  this  danger  to  our  Repnbli- 
can  institutions,  and  that  created  by  tbe'inaur>nce 
gives  10  the  Execn'ive  through  the  instrumentality 
of  the  Federal  officers,  I  propose  lo  apply  all  the 
levedies  which  may  beat  my  comman^i.  It  was 
oeila^nly  a  great  error  in  the  framers  of  the  Ck>nrti- 
station,  not  to  have  idade  the  rfflcer  at  the  head  of 
Jhe  Treasury  Department  entirely  independent  of 
the  Execuiive.  He  shnnld  at  least  have  bien  re- 
movable only  upon  the  demand  of  the  popular 
branch  of  the  Legislature.  I  have  determined  ne- 
ver to  remove  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  without 
communicating  all  the  circums'ances  attending 
such  removal  to  both  Houses  of  Congre.vs.  Toe 
influence  of  the  Executive  in  controlling  the  free- 
dom of  the  elective  franchise  through  the  medium 
of  the  public  officers  can  be  (fl'ictuatly  checkp'l  by 
renewing  the  prohibition  published  by  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, forbidding  their  interference  in  elections  fur- 
ther than  giving  their  own  votes;  and  their  own  in- 
dependence secured  by  an  assurance  of  perfect  im- 
munity, in  exercising  this  sacred  privilege  of  free- 
men under  the  dictates  of  their  own  unhiasrd 
jndgmtnis.  Never,  with  my  consent,  shall  an  of- 
ficer of  the  people,  compensated  for  his  services 
ont  of  their  pockets,  become  the  pliant  instrument 
of  Executive  will. 

There  is  no  part  of  the  means  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive  which  might  be  used  with 
greater  effect,  for  unhallowed  purposes,  than  the 
control  of  the  public  press.  The  maxim  which 
our  ancestors  derived  from  the  mother  counirj-, 
that  "the  freedom  ef  the  press  is  the  great  bulwark 
of  civil  and  religions  liberty,"  is  otie  of  the  most 
precious  lejacies  which  they  have  left  n».  We 
hive  teamed,  t  o,  from  our  own  as  well  st  the  ex- 
pirienceof  other  countries,  that  goldf-g  shacble.s, 
by  whomsoever  or  by  whatever  pretence  imposed, 
are  as  fatal  to  It  as  the  iron  bonds  of  despoii'sm. 
The  presses  in  the  necessary  employment  of  the  Go- 
vernment should  never  bs  nted  "  ro  clear  the 
guilty,  or  to  varnish  crimes."  A  decent  and  manly 
examinaion  of  the  acts  of  the  Ooverament  should 
be  not  only  tolerated  but  encouraged. 

Unon  another  occasion  I  have  ?iven  my  opinion, 
at  some  length,  upon  the  impropristy  of  Execu- 
tive interlerence  in  the  leg'slation  of  Conjtres?. 
That  the  artirle  in  the  Constiimion  tnaking  it  the 
duty  of  the  President  lo  commnnicaie  Information, 
and  authorizing  him  »o  recomntend  measures,  was 
not  mtended  lo  make  him  the  source  of  legis!aiion, 
and,  m  particular,  that  be  should  never  be  looked 


to  for  teheinesof  Bnance.  It  would  be  very  strange, 
Ihdced,  that  the  Consiiiu'inn  should  have  strictly 
i.>rbidden  one  bi'anch  of  the  Legislature  from 
interfering  in  ihe  origination  of  such  bills,  and 
that  It  should  be  considered  proper  that  an  alto- 
geiber  different  depariment  of  the  Qovrrnment 
should  be  permitted  to  do  so.  Some  of  our  best 
P'  litical  maxims  and  opinions  ha"e  been  drawn 
from  our  parent  Isle.  There  are  others,  however, 
which  cannot  be  introduced  in  our  system  without 
singular  incongraity,  and  the  production  of  much 
mischief.  And  this  I  conceive  to  be  one.  No  mat- 
ter in  which  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  a  bill 
may  originate,  nor  by  whom  introduced,  a  minis- 
ter, or  a  member  of  the  opposition,  by  the  fiction  of 
law,  or  rather  of  constiliaiinnai  principle,  the  snve- 
reign  is  supposed  to  have  prepared  tt  agreeably  to 
his  will,  and  then  submitted  it  to  Parliiment  for 
their  advice  and  consent.  Now,  the  very  reveise 
i<  the  case  here,  not  only  with  regard  to  the  princi- 
pie,  but  the  furms  prescribed  by  Ibe  Constitution. 
The  principle  certainly  assigns  to  the  only  body 
constituted  by  the  Connitation  (the  legislative 
b^dy,)  the  power  to  make  laws,  and  the  forms 
even  direct  that  the  enactment  sliould  be  ascribed 
lo  (hem.  The  Senate,  in  relation  to  revenue  bills, 
have  the  right  to  proprse  amendments;  and  so  has 
the  Execntire,  by  the  power  given  him  to  return 
them  tu  the  House  of  Representative;,  with  his  ob- 
jections. It  is  in  hit  power,  also,  to  propose 
amendments  to  the  existing  revenue  law.<,  suggest- 
ed by  his  observations  upon  their  defective  or  inju- 
rious operation.  But  the  delicate  duty  of  devising 
schemes  of  revenue  should  be  left  where  the  Con- 
stitniinn  has  placed  it — with  the  immediate  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people.  For  similar  reuons,  the 
mode  of  keeping  the  public  treasure  should  be  pre- 
scribed by  them;  and  the  farther  removed  il  may 
be  from  the  control  of  the  Executive,  the  more 
wholesome  the  arrangement,  and  Ihe  more  in  ac- 
cordance wiih  Republican  principle. 

Connected  with  this  subject  is  the  character  of 
the  currency:  The  idea  of  making  it  eic'osively 
metallic,  however  well  intended,  appears  tome  to 
be  fraught  with  more  fatal  consequences  than  any 
other  scheme,  having  no  relation  lo  the  personal 
rights  of  the  citizen,  that  has  ever  br en  devised.  If 
any  single  s;h.*.me  could  produce  the  effect  of  ar- 
resting, at  once,  that  mutation  of  condition  by 
which  ihou'ands  of  our  most  indigent  fellow  citi- 
zens, by  their  industry  and  enterprise,  are  raised  to 
the  pos!>es.sion  of  wealth,  ibat  is  the  One.  If  there 
is  one  measure  better  calculated  than*  another  to 
produce  Ihat  state  of  things  so  much  deprecated  by 
all  true  republicans,  by  which  the  rich  are  daily 
adding  lo  their  hoards,  and  the  pnor  sinking  deeper 
into  penury,  il  is  an  exclusive  metallic  currency. 
Or  if  there  is  a  process  by  which  iSe  character  of 
the  country  for  generosity  and  tobleness  of  feeling 
may  be  destroyed  by  the  great  increase  and  neces- 
sary toleration  of  usury,  it  Is  an  exclusive  metallic 
currency. 

Amongst  the  other  duties  of  a  delicate  character 
which  the  President  is  called  upon  lo  perform,  is 
Ihe  supervision  of  the  government  of  the  Territo- 
ries of  the  Uni'ed  Slates.  Those  of  thetn  which  are" 
destined  lo  become  members  of  our  great  political 
family,  are  compensated  by  their  rapid  progress 
from  infancy  to  manhood,  for  the  partial  and  tem- 
porary deprivation  of  their  political  rights.  It  is 
in  this  District,  only,  where  American  citizens  are 
to  be  found,  who,  under  a  settled  system  of  policy, 
are  deprived  rtf  many  important  political  privileges, 
without  any  inspiring  hope  as  lo  iho  future.  Their 
only  consolation,  nnder  cicumsianccs  of  such  de- 
privation, is  Ihat  of  the  demoted  exterior  guards  of  a 
camp— that  their  .sufferings  secure  tranquillity  and 
safety  within.  Are  there  any  of  their  countrymen 
who  would  subject  th-'m  to  greater  sacrifices,  to 
any  other  humiliations  than  those  essentially  neces- 
sary to  the  security  <f  the  object  for  whie.h  ihey 
were  thus  .sep.irated  from  their  fellow-ciilz^ns? 
Are  their  rights  alone  not  to  be  eflaraniied  by  ihe 
application  of  those  great  princinle'--,  upon  which 
all  our  Constifniions  are  founded?  We  are  told  by 
the  grea'est  of  British  orators  ind  statesmen,  that, 
at  the  commenceiient  of  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, Ihe  most  stupid  men  in  England  spoke  of 
"their  American   subjects."    Are  there,  indeed. 


citizens  of  any  of  our  States  who  have  dreamed  ftf 
tkelr  tvijttl*  in  the  Di.strict  .of  Columbia?  Si^ 
dreams  can  never  be  realized  by  any  agency  of 
mine. 

The  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia  are  not 
Ihe  »nbjects  of  the  people  of  the  Slates,  but  free 
American  citizens.  Being  ia  the  latter  condition 
when  the  CoDStiiution  was  formed,  no  words  osed 
in  that  instrument  could  have  been  intended  to  de- 
prive them  of  that  character.  .If  there  is  any  tbiag 
in  the  great  principles  of  unalienable  rights,  so  em- 
phatically insisted  upon  in  oar  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, they  could  n.iiher  make,  nor  the 
United  Slates  accept,  a  surrender  of  their  liberties, 
and  become  the  nibjtctt,  in  other  words,  the  slaves, 
ol  theii  former  feliow-citizens.  If  this  be  true, 
and  it  wilt  scarcely  be  denied  by  aiy  one  who  has 
a  correct  idea  of  his  own  rights  as  an  American 
citizen,  the  grant  lb  Congress  of  exclusive  jariMlic- 
lion  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  can  be  inter- 
pretel,  sofar  as  respects  the  aggregate  people  of 
the  United  Sia'es,  as  meaning  nothing  more  than 
lo  allow  to  C  ngress  the  conlrolUng  power  neccs- 
»ary  to  afford  a  free  and  safe  exerci.se  of  the  f one- 
lions  assigned  to  the  General  Gove^rnmeut  by  the 
Coo«litution.  In  all  other  respects,  the  legisUUon 
of  Congrets  should  be  adtpted  lo  dieir  peculiar  po- 
sition and  wants,  and  be  conformable  with  ttiieir 
deliberate  opinions  of  their  own  interests. 

I  have  ppoken  of  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  re- 
spective Departments  of  the  Oorcmment,  as  well 
as  all  the  other  authorities  of  our  country,  within 
their  appri<prial«  orbits.  This  is  a  matter  of  diffi- 
culty in  some  cases,  a.s  the  powers  which  Ihey  re- 
spectively claim  are  often  not  defined  by  very  di«- 
tinci  lines.  Mischievous,  however,  in  their  tenden- 
cies, as  collisions  of  this  kind  may  be,  those  which 
arise  between  Ihe  respective  communities,  which^ 
for  certain  purposes  compose  one  nation,  axe  mtacK^ 
more  so;  for  no  such  nation  can  long  exist  wiihoat 
Ihe  careful  cnliure  of  those  feelings  of  confi- 
dence and  affection  which  are  the  effective 
bonds  of  anirn  between  free  and  confederated 
Sla'es.  '  Strong  as  is  Ihe  tie  of  interest,  it  bax 
been  often  found  ineffectual.  Men,  blinded 
by  their  passions,  have  been  kao»n  lo  adopt  mea- 
sures for  their  country  in  direct  opposition  to  all  the 
suggestions  of  policy.  The  alleroative,  then,  is, 
to  destroy  or  keep  down  a  bad  passion  by  creating 
and  fostering  a  good  one;  and  this  seems  lo  be  the 
corner  stone  upon  which  our  American  political 
architects  have  reared  iht  fabric  of  our  Qovem- 
meot.  The  cement  which  was  to  bind  it,  and  per- 
petuate its  existence,  was  the  affectionate  attacb- 
menl  between  all  its  members.  To  insure  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  feeling,  produced  at  first  by  a  com- 
munity of  dangers,  of  sufferings  and  of  interesta, 
the  advantages  of  each  were  made  accessible  lo  all. 
No  participation  in  any  good,  possessed  by  any 
member  ol  an  extensive  confederacy,  except  in  do- 
mestic government,  was  withheld  from  ihe  citizen 
of  any  other  member.  By  a  process  attended 
with  no  difficulty,  no  delay,  no  expense  but  that  of 
removal,  the  citizen  of  one  might  become  the  citi- 
zen of  any  ether,  and  .successively  of  the  whole. 
The  lines,  loo,  separatin;  powers  to  bj  exercised 
by  Ihe  citizens  of  one  Stat  J  from  those  of  another, 
seem  to  be  so  dislinc'.ly  drawn  as  lo  leave  no  room 
fur  misunderstanding.  The  cit  zens  of  each  Slate 
nnUe  in  their  persons  all  the  privileges  which  that 
character  confers,  and  all  that  they  may  claim  at 
citizens  of  the  United  S  ales;  but  in  no  case  can 
the  same  person,  at  the  same  lime,  act  as  the  citi- 
zen of  two  separate  Sta'es,  and  he  is  iherefvrtfttir 
lively  precluifd  from  any  interference  mlk  the  rt- 
vrved  powers  of  any  State  but  that  rf  which  he  is,  far 
the  lime  teing,  a  e'ttzm.  He  may  indeed  offer  to 
the  citizens  of  other  States  his  advice  as  to  their 
management,  anj  the  form  in  which  il  is  tendered 
is  left  to  bis  own<Iiscielii>n  and  sense  of  propriety. 

It  may  be  obterved,  however,  that  organized  as- 
sociations of  citizens,  req  liring  compliance  with 
their  wishe.s,  too  much  resemble  the  reeemiiuiuia- 
(ioiu  of  Athen.s  t«  her  allies — supported  by  an  arm- 
ed and  powerful  fl^et.  It  was,  indeed,  to  the  ambi- 
tion of  the  fading  State?  of  Greece  to  control  the 
domestic  cnncecns  of  the  oibets,  that  the  destrac- 
tion  of  that  celebrated  confederacy,  and  snbae- 
quenily  of  all  its  members,  is  mainly  to  be  aitri- 


Congressional  gl6be. 


9^5 


bawd.  Ab4  it  is  owtBg:  lo  tbe  absienee  of  that 
spirit  that  the  Helvetic  coDfcdericr  has  for  so  ma- 
oy  jtata  been  pteterrei.  Never  bus  th^re  been 
seen  ia  tlie  iasiiintioDS  of  tbe  separate  meinbeni  of 
any  coofederaer  more  eiements  of  discord.  In  the 
priiiolpfe»  aad  lotm*  of  gorenuuMt  and  religion, 
as  iml  tt  i«  iha  ciienoM'aiiees  of  tbe  several  can- 
ton*^ Bfr  marked  a  disarepanee  was  obsevvable,  as 
to  fiomkt  «By  thing  bot  harmony  in  their  inier- 
eonme  or  permMieiioy  in  their  alliance.  Antl  yet, 
for  agts,  neither  has  beta  intermpted.  Oontent 
wilb'ibe  pmiiire  benefits  wbieh  their  onion  pro- 
dnttdtWiUttbe  independence  and  safely  from  fo- 
reign aggression  wirieh  it  secored,  these  tagacions 
people  respected. tbe  institutions  of  raeb  other, 
however  repngnant  lo  their  own  prmeiples  and  pre- 
jadices. 

Oar  Confederacy,  feilow-eitzens,  can  only  be 
preserved  by  tbe  same  forbearance.  Oor  citizens 
mutt  be  content  with  the  exercise  of  the  powers 
w^w4iteb  the  ConstiiD'ion  clothes  them.  The  at- 
leapt  of  those  of  one  State  tn  control  the  do- 
nestio  inslit«iiona  of  another,  can  only  resali  in 
feeiiBDs  of  dlstraat  and  |ealoasy,  (he  certain  bar 
Wiigen  of  dianaion,  violence,  civil  war,  and  the 
BidaMiB  destmetion  of  oar  /ree  institotions,  Oor 
Oosiederacy  is  peifcctly  illaftrated  by  the  lerms 
and  pdaeiple*  governing  a  commoD  copartnership. 
There  a  fond  of  power  is  to  be  exercised  under 
lh»  direction  of  th*  joint  councils  of  the  allied 
mtHhero.bvt  that  which  ba«  been  reserved  by  the 
iadiridaal  members  is  iniansiible  t»  the  common 
Govntunenl  or  the  individoal  members  composing 
it.  To  attempt  it  finds  no  support  in  the  principirs 
of  oor  Coastlttttion.  It  shnald  be  our  constant 
and  earnest  endeavor  mntoally  to  cultivate  a  spirit 
of  eoneoFd  and  harmony  among  the  variou!)  parts 
of  oor  CoDfederacy.  Experienea  has  abuadaot'y 
laaihl  us  that  tlie  agitation  by  eiiizeos  of  one  pai  t 
of  ne  Union  of  a  subjeet  not  C'^ifided  to  the  Gene- 
rtlS.ivemmsnt,  but  erelasively  under  ih:  gttir- 
dianihip  of  the  local aathnriiies,  isproduetive  of  no 
other  ceBsequences  lb itfbiitenifs<!,  alienation,  dx- 
eord,  and  injory  to  the  very  cause  which  is  in- 
tended to  be  advanced.  Of  all  the  great  interests 
which  appertain  lo  onr  conntry,  that  of  union, 
eoltUal,  confiding,  fraternal  nnion,  is  by  far  the 
most  imporiaat,  since  it  is  ihe  only  true  and  sure 
guarantee  of  all  others. 

In  eonwqaence  of  the  embarrassed  state  of  bun- 
Bess  and  tbe  currency,  some  of  the  Rates  may 
■ett  with  difficulty  in  their  financial  concerLs. 
How'kvT  deeply  we  may  regret  any  thing  impru- 
dent or  ezcesi^ivc  in  the  engagements  into  which 
Stales  have  entered  for  purposes  of  their  own,  it 
does  not  become  as  to  disparage  the  State  Go- 
,  vemments,  nor  to  discourage  them  from  making 
proper  efforts  for  their  own  relief;  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  our  daiy  to  enconrage  them,  to  the  extent  of 
our  consiitaiional  authority,  to  apply  their  b'>8t 
means,  and  cheer  folly  to  make  all  necessary  sacri. 
lees,  and  (nbmit  to  all  necessary  bari!ens  to  fulfil 
Iheir  engagements  and  maintain  their  credit;  for 
tbe  character  and  credit  of  tbe  several  States  form 
part  if  the  character  and  credit  of  the  whole  coun- 
try. Tbe  resources  of  the  conntry  are  abundant, 
the  enterprise  and  activity  of  eur  people  proverbial; 
aid  we  may  well  hope  that  wise  legislation  and 
ptadent  administration,  by  the  respective  GSovern- 
iWEts,  each  acting  wiihin  its  own  sphere,  will  re- 
store former  prosperity. 

0apleacant  and  even  dangerous  as  collisions  may 
sometimes  be,  between  the  constituted  authorities  or 
the  citizens  of  our  country,  in  relation  to  the  lines 
which  separate  their  respective  jarisdictinns,  the 
re>.ull8  can  be  of  no  vital  injury  lo  onr  institnticns, 
if  that  ardent  patriotism,  that  devoted  attachment 
lo  liberty,  that  spirit  of  moderation  and  forbeai- 
ance,  lor  which  oni  couutrymea  were  once  distin- 
gaitlied,  eontinne  to  he  cherished.  If  this  ennti- 
nnes  M  be  tbe  luling  passion  of  oor  souls,  ihe 
wether  feelings  of  the  mistaken  enthusiast  will  be 
corbeled,  ihe  Botopian  dreams  of  the  scheming  po>. 
Iiit«ian4i<sipa'ed,  and  ihe  complicated  inlrigne:*  of 
the  dtmagogae  rendered  harmless.  The  spirit  of 
Uberiy  is  the  sovereiga  ba'm  for  every  injary  which 
oor ins^inlioas-.iBay  receive.  On  the  contrary,  no 
care  that  can  be  used  in  the  construction  of  onr 
Qoverameut,  uu  uivmon  ot  powers,  no  disiribaticn 


of  check*  in  its  several  departments,  will  prove  ef- 
festaal  to  keep  us  a  free  people,  if  this  spirit  is 
suffered  lo  decay — and  decay  it  will,  without  con- 
stant r.urture.  To  the  neglect  of  this  duty,  the 
b'^t  historians  agree  in  aitribuiing  th«  ruin  of  all 
ihe  Republics  with  whose  existence  and  fall 
their  writings  have  made  us  acquainted.  The 
same  causes  will  ever  prod  ace  the  same  ef- 
fects; and  as  long  «s  the  love  of  power  is  a  do- 
minant passion  of  the  human  bosom,  and  a^long  as 
th«  nnderstandings  of  men  can  be  warped  and 
their  affections  changed  by  operations  upon  their 
passions  aod  prejudices,  so  long  will  ihe  liberty  of 
a  people  depend  on  their  own  constant  attention  to 
its  prrservation.  Tbe  danger  to  all  well  established 
free  Qavemmerjts  arises  from  the  unwillingoesf  ef 
the  people  to  believe  in  its  existence,  or  from  ihe 
influence  of  designing  men,  diverting  iheir  atten- 
tion fri>m  the  quarter  whence  it  approaches,  to  a 
source  from  which  it  can  never  come.  This  Is  the 
old  trick  of  those  who  would  usurp  the  Govern- 
mcot  of  their  country.  In  the  name  of  Demo, 
cracy  they  speak,  warning  the  people  against  the 
influence  of  wealth  asd  the  danger  of  aristocracy. 
History,  ancient  and  modern,  is  full  of  such  ex- 
examplea.  Cesar  became  the  mas'erof  the  Ro- 
man people  andMhe  Senate  under  the  pretence  of 
supporting  the  Democratic  claims  of  tbe  farmer 
again<it  the  aristocracy  of  the  latter,  Cromwell,  in 
thecbaracler  of  protector  of  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, became  tbe  dictator  of  England;  and  Bolivar 
po'stssed  himself  of  unlimited  pover,  with  the 
title  of  bis  country's  Liberator.  There  is,  on  the 
contrary,  no  single  instance  on  record  of  an  exten- 
sive and  well  established  Republic  being  changed 
into  an  aristocracy-  The  tendencies  of  all  such 
Governments  in  their  decline  is  to  monarch) ;  and 
ihs  anlBKonist  principle  to  liberty  there  Is  the 
spirit  of  faction — a  spirit  which  assumes  the  cha- 
racter, and,  in  times  of  great  excitement,  tipposes 
itself  upon  the  ptople  as  Ihe  gennin'!  spirit  of 
freedoro,  and  like  the  fal!«  Christs'whosentnming 
was  foretold  by  the  Saviour,  setk«  to,  and  were  it 
ponible  would,  impose  upon  the  true  and  moet 
faithful  disciples  of  liberty.  It  is  in  periods  like  ihis 
that  it  behooves  ihe  people  to  be  most  watchful  of 
those  to  whom  they  have  intrusted  power.  And 
alihoneh  there  U  at  time s  much  difficulty  in  dis- 
tiiiguishini;  the  false  from  the  true  spirit,  a  ralm 
and  dispassionate  investigation  wilt  detect  tbe 
counterfeit  as  weit  by  the  character  of  its  opera'ions, 
as  tbe  resalts  that  are  produced.  The  true  »ptrit  of 
liberty,  although  devoted,  pertevering,  bold,  and  un. 
compromising  in  principle,  that  secured,  is  mild  an1 
tolerant  and  sernpulonsas  to  the  means  it  emp'oys; 
whilst  tbe  spirit  of  party,  assuming  to  be  that  of 
liberty,  is  harsh,  vindictive,  and  intolerant,  and  to- 
tally reckless  as  to  the  character  of  ihe  allies  chieh 
it  brings  to  the  aid  of  ite  cause.  When  the  genu- 
ine spirit  of  liberty  animates  the  body  of  a  people 
lo  a  thorough  examinati'n-of  their  affairs,  it  leads 
to  the  excision  of  every  excrescence  which  may 
have  fostened  itself  upon' any  of  the  Departments 
of  the  Government,  and  restores  the  system  to  its 
pristine  health  and  beauty.  But  the  reign  of  an' 
intolerant  spirit  of  party  amongst  a  free  people, 
seldom  fails  to  result  in  a  dang^-roui  acceision  to 
the  Executive  power  introduced  and.  esiablirhed 
amidst  unusual  professions  of  devotion  to  Demc- 
eracy. 

The  foregoing  remarks  relate  almost  exclusively 
to  matlerE  c-innected  with  our  domestic  concerns. 
It  may  be  proper,  however,  thet  I  shonid  give 
som4  indications  to  my  fellow-citizens  of  my  pro- 
posed course  of  conduct  in  the  management  <(  our 
foreign  relations.  I  assure  them,  therefore,  ihat  it 
is  my  intention  to  use  every  means  in  my  power  to 
preserve  Ihe  friendly  intercourse  which  now  so 
happily  subsis's  with  every  foreign  nation;  and 
that,  allhoogb,  of  course,  not  well  informed  as  tn 
the  stale  of  any  pasdiDg  negotiations  with  any  of 
ihem,  I  tee  i(L4he  personal  characters  of  the  S.>ve- 
reigns,  as  well  as  in  the  mutual  interest  of  our 
own  and  of  the  Governmenti  with  which  onr  rcla. 
tions  ar^  miift  intimate,  a  pleasing  goarao'ee  that 
the  harmony  se  impirtant  to  the  interests  of  tlieir 
subject*,  as  well  a.i  our  citizens,  will  not  be  inter- 
rupted by  the  advaneement  of  any  claim,  or  pre- 
tension upon  Iheir  part  to  which  onr  honor  would 


not  permit  us  to  yield  Long  Ihe  defender  of  my 
conntry  >^  rights  in  the  field,  I  tru^t  that  my  fellow- 
citizens  will  not  see  in  my  earnes'i  desire  to  pre- 
serve peace  with  foreign  powers  any  indication 
that  their  rights  will  ever  be  sacrificed,  or  the  ho- 
nor of  tbe  nation  tarnished,  by  any  admission  on 
the  part  of  their  Chief  Magistrate  unworthy  of 
their  former  glory. 

In  oar  iniercourse  with  our  Aboriginal  neif^bots 
the  same  liberality  and  justice,  which  marked  ihe' 
course  prescribed  to  me  by  two  of  my  illustrious' 
predecessors  when  acting  under  iheir  direction  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  Superintendent  and 
Commissioner,  shall  be  strictly  observed.  I  can 
conceive  of  no  more  sublime  spectacle — none  more 
likely  10  propitiate  an  impartial  and  common  Crea- 
tor, than  a  rig'd  adherence  tn  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice Qn  the  part  of  a  powerful  nation  in  its  transaic- 
tioos  with  a  weaker  and  uncivilized  people,  whom 
circumstances  have  placed  at  its  disposal. 

Bffors  concluding,  fellow  citizens,  I  must  say 
something  lo  you  on  the  subject  of  the  parlies  at 
Ihis  lime  existing  in  onr  conntry.  To  me  it  ap- 
pears perfectly  clear,  that  the  interest  of  that  conn- 
try requires  that  the  violence  of  the  spirit  by  Which 
those  parties  are  at  this  lime  governed,  mast  be 
greatly  mitigated,  if  not  entirely  extinguished,  or 
conseqaeaees  will  ensue  which  are  appalling  to  be 
thought  of.  If  parties  in  a  Republic  are  necessary 
to  secure  a  degree  of  vigilance  suflicient  lo  keep 
the  public  functionaries  within  the  bounds  of'  law 
and  duty,  at  that  point  their  usefulness  ends.  Be- 
yond that,  they  become  deitroctive  of  public  vir- 
ture,  the  patents  of  a  spirit  antagonist  to  that  of 
liberty,  and,  eventnally,  its  inevitable  conqueror.  ' 
We  have  examples  of  Republics,  where  the  love  of 
country  and  of  liberty,  at  one  time,  were  the  domi- 
nant pas.sions  of  the  whole  mas«  of  citizens.  And 
yet,  wiih  tbe  crntinuance  of  the  name  aod  forms 
of  free  Qoverement,  not  a  vestige  of  these  qnalitiea 
remaining  in  the  bo«om  of  any  one  its  citizens.  It 
was  the  beautiful  remark'of  a  distinguished  Eng- 
lish writer  that  "in  the  Roman  Senate,  Oetavios 
h-.d  a  party,  and  Antony  a  party,  but  the  Com- 
iponweaUh  l>ad  none."'  Yet  the  Senate  con-  - 
tinned  to  meet  in  the  Temple  of  Liberty,  to  talk  of 
the  sacreduess  arid  beauty  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  gazi;  at  the  statues  of  Ihe  elder  Brolas  and  of 
the  Curtii  and  Decii.  And  ihe  people  assembled 
in  the  forum,  not  as  in  the  days  of  Camillus  and 
Ihe  Scipios.  to  cast  iheir  free  votrs  for  annual  ma- 
gis'ra'es  or  pas-s  upon  tbe  acts  of  the  Senate,  but 
to  receive  from  the  hands  of  the  leaders  ofihe  re- 
spertive  parties  their  share  of  the  spoils,  and  to 
shoal  for  one  or  the  other  as  those  collected  in 
Gaul  or  Egypt  and  the  Less  r  Asia,  would  furnish 
the  larger  diridend.  The  spirit  of  liberty  hid  fled, 
and,  avoiding  the  abodes  of  civilized  man,  had 
sought  protection  in  the  wilds  of  Scythia  or  Scan- 
dinavia; and  so,  under  the  operation  of  the  aatee 
caufCf  and  influences,  it  will  fly  from  our  Capitol 
aod  our  forums.  A  calamity  so  awful,  not  oaly  to 
our  country  but  to  tbe  world,  must  be  deprecated 
by  every  patriot;  and  every  tendency  lo  a  stale  of 
things  likely  to  prodnce  it  immediately  checked. 
Such  a  tendency  has  existed — dors  exist.  Always 
the  frien^l  of  my  countrymen,  never  their  flatterer, 
it  becomes  my  duly  to  say  to  them  from  this  high 
place  to  whidi  their  partiality  has  exalted  me,  Ihat 
there  exists  in  the  l«nd  a  spirit  hostile  to  their  best 
interests— hostile  to  liberty  itself.  It  is  a  spirit  con- 
tracted in  its  views,  selfish  in  its  object.  It  looks 
lo  Ihe  aggrandisement  o'  a  few,  ev«n  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  interest  of  the  whole.  Tbe 
entire  remedy  is  with  Ibe  people.  Something, 
however,  may  be  effected  by  the  means  which 
they  have  placed  in  my  hands.  It  is  union  that 
we  w«n>,  not  of  a  party  for  the  sake  of  that  parly, 
but  a  union  of  the  who'e  conntry  for  the  sake  of 
the  whole  country— for  the  defence  of  Us  interests 
and  its  honor  against  foreign  aggression,  for  the  de- 
fence of  those  principles  lor  which  our  ancestors  so 
gliuiou&ly  contended.  As  far  as  it  depends  upon 
me,  it  shall  be  accomplished.  All  the  inSoenee 
that  1  possess,  shall  be  exerted  lo  pr»'vent  tbe  for- 
mation at  If-ast  ofnn  BxaRotive  party  in  Ihe  halls 
of  ihe  legislative  body.  I  wi.-h  for  the  support  of 
no  member  of  that  body  to  any  mea«ar«  of  min« 
that  does  not  satisfy  his  judgment  and  his  sense  of 
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dwy  lo  ihote  froa  whom  be  holds  his  appoiiitinra'; 
nor  any  eonfidenee  ia  advance  rrom  ihe  people, 
bat  that  asked  for  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  "to  give  firm- 
Mss  and  effect  ta  the  legal  sdmiuisiratioo  of  their 
affairs." 

I  deem  the  present  occasion  safficiently  im- 
portaat  and  solemn  to  justify  me  in  expressing  lo 
my  fellow-ciiiz;ns  a  profound  reveience  for  the 
.  Christian  religion,  and  a  tborongh  conviction  that 
sound  morals,  religious  liberty,  and  a  jnst  sense  of 
religions  responsibility,  are  essentially  connected 
with  all  ttne  an.i  lasting  happiness  and  to  that 
good  Being  who  his  blessed  ns  by  iha  gifts  of 
■civil  and  religions  freedom,  who  watched  over  and 
prospered  the  labois  of  our  fathers,  and  has  hith- 
erto presented  to  us  institations  for  exceeding  in 
excellence  those  of  any  otht-r  people,  let  ns  unite 
in  ftrvently  commending  every  interest  of  our  be- 
loved country  in  all  fatnre  time. 

The  oath  of  office  was  then  administered  to  the 
PusiDKHT  OF  THC  UNITED  St«tb8  by  Chief  Jus- 
tice Tankt,  and  ibe  President  concluded  his  inau- 
gural address  as  follows: 

Feilo  *-cit:zen»:  Being  fully  to  vested  with  (hat  high 
offieeto  which  the  partiality  of  my  countrymen  has 
called  me,  1  now  take  an  affectionate  leave  of  you 
You  Will  bear  with  yon  to  your  homes  the  remem- 
branea  of  tiie  pledge  I  have  ihl«  day  given  to  dis- 
charge alt  the  high  duties  of  my  exalied  slaiicn, 
ueorriiDg  to  the  best  of  my  ability;  and  I  »tiall 
enter  upon  their  performance  with  entire  eonfi- 
dcaee  ia  the  support  of  a  just  generous  people. 

On  the  conclusion  of  ibe  address,  ihe  members 
of  the  Senate,  preceded  by  the  Vice  President,  Se- 
cretary, and  Sergeant-at-arms,  remrned  to  the  Se- 
nate diamber. 

Mr.  B/^YARD  submitted  the  following  resoln 
tioD: 

/teselMd,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Hon.  Willum  R.  Kiro,  for  the  abi- 
lity and  impaitiality  with  which  he  bus  discharged 
Ih*  duties  of  President  fr.i  (en.  of  the  Sena'e, 

The  resolution  was  considered  and  agreed  to, 
unanioioQsly. 

.  Mr.  MANGUM  submiiled  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  the  oasideraiion  of  the  Senate;  which  lays 
over  one  day. 

Bt$oh*i,  That  Blair  and  Rives  be  dismissed  as 
PriuKfs  of  (he  Seaa'c  for  the  27(h  (ingress. 

The  Senate  then  adjooined  until  lo-morrow  at 
13  o'clock.' 


IN  SBNATE, 
.FsiDiT,  March  5,  1841. 

Mr.  MANGOM  moved  ihat  ihe  following  leso- 
latioD,  which  be  offered  yesterday,  be  new  taken 
■p: 

£«••(««<,  That  Blair  and  Rives  be  dismiss  d  as 
Prin(ei«of  the  Seoaie  for  the  27ih  Congress. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said,  before  that  motion  was  put, 
it  appeared  to  hira  there  was  a  pteliminary  qoes- 
tion,  on  which  it  became  the  du<y  of  the  Senate  lo 
pass;  lhat  is,  mhether  ii  was  ia  order  to  eniertain 
that  resolution  at  this  lime,  the  Senate  being  in  its 
Bxeealive  and  not  in  its  legislative  capacity  here. 
That  resolution  had  for  its  object  the  undoing  of 
thai  which  the  Senat<  did  in  its  legislative  chsrae- 
ter;  and  be  therefore  desired  that  the  preliminary 
question  should  be  first  settled,  wheihf  r  it  was  com-, 
peieni  forihe  St;naie,  in  its  character  of  an  Ei<- 
ca(ive  Council  to  the  President,  (for  that  was  then 
its  character,  and  that  atone,)  to  undo  an  act  which 
it  did  in  iis  legislative  thaiaoter,  as  part  of  the  law- 
making power.  He  desired  to  take  the  pleasure  of 
Ihe  Senate  on  the  qoesiion,  whether  it  is  in  order 
BOW  loenteitam  the  motion  to  call  this  resolution 
up. 

The  PRESIDENT  said  the  point  of  order  was 
involved  in  the  motion  to  lake  op,  and  would  be  de- 
cided by  the  Senate  in  the  vote  on  that  qaestiun. 

Mr.  ALLEN  then  called  fur  the  ayes  and  noes 
on  the  motion  to  take  up  the  resolniion. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kenim  ky.    Agreed. 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  then  ordered. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentocky  wished  to  say  a  single 
word  oa  this  qneition  of  order.  The  Senate  was 
there  organised  with  its  President  at  its  head,  and 
it  might,  therefore,  do  My  thing  which  a  Senate 


can  do.  The  resolution  propoed  to  be  rescinded 
related  to  an  officer  eltcied  by  the  Senate,  and  it 
could  no  mere  be  asserted  that  he  was  ejected  in 
their  legislative  than  in  their  Executive  capacity. 
He  was  elected  as  was  their  Dooikeeper,  or  iheir 
Sergeant-st-Arms,  or  any  body  else.  The  Senate 
was  there,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
country,  and  it  might  do  sny  thing  which  it  was 
competent  for  a  Senate  to  do,  and  it  might  appoint 
those  officers  whose  agencv  was  necessary  to  Ihe 
dischsirge  of  the  duties  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said,  it  was  difficult  tosay  whether 
the  election  of  an  officer  was  Executive  or  legisla- 
tive in  its   character:  properly  speaking,  it    was 
neither.     Bat  here  was  an  act  done  by  the  Senate 
whilst  acting  in  its  character  of  a  branch  of  the  le- 
gislative body.    The  proof  of  that  fact  was,  that 
this  body  was  required,  when  silting  on  Executive 
business,  to  sit  with  closed  doors;  and  the  election 
of  this  Priu'er  took  place  with  open  doors.    The 
cleelioB  of  this    officer    took  place  under   circum- 
stances, and  nnder  a  joint  role  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  which  made  it  the  duly  of  die  Senate 
of  Ihe  United  States  to  communicate  Ihe  fact  to 
Ihe  House  of  Representatives,  then    in    session, 
that  it  bad  elected  A  B,  or  C  D,  to  be  the  Pub- 
lic Printer  for  Ihe  body  I  and  now  when  this  body, 
as  a  branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  acting 
under  a  joint  rule  of  the  two  branches  of  the  Go- 
vernment, has  electfd  a  poblic  officer,  whose  du- 
ties are  connected  with  both  Honses  of  Congress — 
when  they  had  don-  that  with  open  doors,  no'  in  their 
Ex°cn(ivebutintheirle^islativecharaetrr — and,  fur- 
thermore, when  (bey  had  informed  the  Honse  of  Re- 
presentatives of  this,  could  they  now,    when  the 
House  was  disbanded,  annul  this  act,  and  bring  the 
Hou»e  here  next  year,  loiatty  ignorant  uf  the  fact 
who  is  the  Printer  to  the  Scnatel    If  it  were  an 
Executive  election,  why  was  it  not  done  with  dosed 
duers,  when   the  rule,  under  which  this  body  acts, 
requires  that  all  ElxrcDiive  business  shtll  be  trans- 
acted with  closed  doorb?    He  repealed  lhat,  in  it- 
self, the  act  was  neither  Executive  nor  legislative; 
and  it  derived  iis  character  of  an  Executive  or  le- 
gislative act,  frcm  (be  position  the  Senate  assumed 
at  the  lime  the  act  was  done;  and  that  was  either 
as  to  the  publicity  or  secrecy  with  which  the  Senate 
sat.    This  was  di>ne  as  a  Irgislaiive  act,  and,  as 
such,  they  informed  (he  other  branch  of  Congress 
rf  the  fact.    They   had  so  actrd,  and  it  seemed   to 
him    they  might,    with   equal  propriety,    rescind 
every  resolution  which  they  bad  passed  in   their 
character ofa  I'gislaiive  bodjr.    And  as  to  the  as- 
sertion thai  this  wa«  a  new  Senate,  be    denied 
ihe  fact.    The  argument  to  much  relied  on  in  this 
diicnssion,  and  on  which  so  much  logic  and  rea- 
soning had  been  wastid  in  opposition  to  the  flec- 
tion of  these  Printers,  was  nmrue.    There  was  no 
sach  thing  as  a  new  Senate  known  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  this  Republic.     They    might   as    well 
apeak  of  a  new  Supreme  Court  a<  nf  a  new  Se- 
nate.   There  was  a  new  House  of  RepresekUlive.<:, 
becan&e  the  entire  House  expired  xt  the  expiration 
of  the  second  year,  and  because  the  4lh  of  March 
terminated  the  life  of  that  body.    But  not  so  Ibe 
Senate.    The  Constitution  replenishes  (bat  body 
every  two  years,  by  the  election  of  a  class  of  Sma- 
tors,  and  thereby  gives  eiernity  to  the  dnration  of 
Ihe  body.    There  was  no  new,  nor  was  there  any 
old.  Senate.    The  same  Senatr,  therefore,  which 
elected    Blair  and   Rives,  now,  withrnt  charge  or 
allegation,  proposes  to  rescind   Ibe  act;    but  be 
would  not  go  into  that.    He  again  aaid  the  action 
of  the  Senate,  en  ihis  election,  was  not  with  closed 
doors;   their  roles  required  all  Executive  action 
should  be  had  with  closed  doors     This  was  not  so 
had;  and  the  circumstHnces  of  Ihe  ac,  which  in 
ittelf  was  nei'her  necessarily  Executive  nor  legivla- 
tive,  compelled  ihem  M  look  to  the  character  they 
ai-omed  at.the  time  ibey  did  the  act,  in  order  to  de- 
cide tn  the  character  of  the  act  iis'tf.    He  had  now 
done  with  this  for  the  present. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  bef.  re  the  qnefion  was  taken, 
wi^hed  (0  know  whether  he  had  correctly  nnder- 
itocd  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  (o  say  that  the 
Senate,  with  i's  President  at  its  bead,  was  crmpe- 
lent  to  do  any  act  which  a  Senate  of  the  United 
Stales  can  dot 

Mr.  CLAY.    Separate  from  the  Honss, 


Mr.  WRiORT,  That  was  h  very  importasl  qua- 
lification; and  it  remained  iliea  for  the  Senate  to  ia- 
quire  whether  the  Senate  legislatively  can  do  any  act 
when  there  is  no  House  of  Kepresentativa  organiaed 
and  sitting,  and  when  there  is  none  in  exitteaea.  It 
seemed  to  him,  then,  tfaey  mnstoome  to  ifaeoon- 
clnsion  that  their  powers  (here,  wbalever  itaey 
inigh(  he,  wcie  those  which  pertais  to  the  Exeea- 
live  action  of  the  Senate  as  a  coaocil  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  matters  of  appointment.  Though  h«  hmi 
not  had  time  to  examine  this  question,  be  adrad 
Senators  on  all  sides  wliat  bad  been  the  uniform 
practice  of  the  Senate  on  qaestions  of  this  sort;  for 
every  four  years  since  llie  commencement  cf  iIm 
Goverament  there  had  been  a  special  session  like 
the  present.  Had  the  Senate  ever,  at  any  sessioa 
of  that  character,  attempted  to  appoint  evea  its 
Sergeant-ai-irms  or  its  Dooikeepeil  Since  he  had 
been  a  member  of  (be  body  be  did  not  beMeve  thejr 
ever  had;  and,  within  hit  experience,  he  knew  (hat, 
alihongh  the  new  Senate,  if  gentleoten  were  pleased 
to  call  it  so,  had  bad  these  special  sessions,  (bete 
never  had  been  a  question  that  those  offices  wets 
vacant,  and  to  be  fitted  at  (be  eommenoemcBl  of 
a  legislative  session.  What  were  properly  tWr 
powers,  acting  at  an  Executive  eonneil,  nnder  (be 
CoostitntionI  Could  ihey  originate  any  (hng) 
Could  they  do  any  thing  but  to  advise  and  emiseiK, 
or  dissent,  on  subjeeis  laid  before  them  by  (be  Pleai- 
den(  of  the  United  States — to  wit,  nominations  or 
treatiesi  And  had  the  Senateever  attempted  to  doanj 
thing  else,  whether  with  open  or  -with  closed  doerrt 
for  diat,  he  apprehended,  was  a  mere  matter  of  lala 
of  the  Senate.  Well,  what  were  their  rules,  dieat 
He  bail  never  beard  it  pretended  that  the  niles  of 
(heSenate  are  not  perpetual  from  Congress  to  (k«- 
gress,  unless  ihey  were  changed  by  the  body.  The 
rules  were  not  now  changed;  and  what  then  wera 
they  doing}  Why,  they  were  debating  this  mailer 
in  violation  of  their  rules,  and  by  Iheir  aeiion  were 
assuming  lo  exercise  legislalive  powers.  He  tad 
expected,  from  the  necessity  of  the  ease,  (tat  Ae 
very  firs(  motion  this  morning,  after  Ibe  Senals 
was  conslitutionally  organized,  would  be  lo  eem- 
municale  to  the  President  lhat  a  quorum  was  pr^ 
sent,  and  that  Ihey  were  ready  to  reeeive  any  coea- 
munieation  from  him  that  be  might  have  to  make; 
lhat  they  would  then  assume  itait  BxecirtiTa 
form,  and,  if  their  doors  were  thrown  open,  itat  it 
would  be  by  older  of  the  Senate,  without  auaming 
any  other  than  an  Bxecniive  form.  These  wei« 
the  honest  impressions  of  his  mind. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  admitted,  with  (he  Senator  from 

New  York,  [Mr.  Wriobt,]  that  the  Senate  then  as- 
sembled there  could  do  no  legislative  act;  ihey.  were 
not  silting  as  the  Congr<>ts  of  the  United  S'ates,  but 
on  the  summons  of  the  President  cf  the  United 
Slates;  but,  having  come  there,  they  conld  peiform 
any  act  which  was  necessary  to  organize  that  body 
— Ihey  could  do  any  act  which  a  Senate  can  do, 
which  did  not  require  the  action  of  the  other  Honse. 
For  instance,  if  iheir  President  should  be  lakeaill, 
nobody  doubted  that  they  could  elect  a  Pfcsideni 
pro  Um.;  and  if  their  Secretary  should  be  sick,  was 
there  any  doubt  lhat  they  bad  the  power  lo  appoint 
another  Secretary  at  Iheir  pleasure!  Thesf  offices, 
beyond  all  question,  were  held  at  ike  pleasure  of 
(be  Senate,  and  the  officers  might  be  removed  at  the 
pleasure  of  (he  Sen^^te.  It  did  net  rrqaire  tta 
concurrence  of  (he  other  House.  It  was  an  act 
simply  of  the  Senate  for  its  organization.  Now 
they  found  it  necessary  to  go  into  ihe  election  of  a 
Printer;  but  Ihey  were  lold  Ihe  office  vas  filled. 
With  that  he  did  not  agree.  He  believed  the  act 
performed  was  a  nullity,  and  not  consistent  with 
Ibe  powers  given  them  by  the  Constitution  lo  ap- 
point their  own  officers;  and  therefore  ihey  conld 
remove  these  Printers,  and  go  into  (he  election  of 
other  Primers. 

He  eonfesstd,  however,  ta  did  not  like 
(he  foim  in  which  it  was  presented,  and 
be  should  have  liked  it  better,  if  it  liad 
come  in  another  shape;  tat  he  would  not  now 
discuss  that.  There  they  were,  organised  nnder 
the  summons  of  the  President  of  the  Untied  Stales. 
This  was  not  a  l^ttlxiive  act  which  required  die 
ooneorrence  of  the  House  of  Represenutivesi  it 
was  a  mete  aet  of  (bis  body,  and  lo  deny  (bat  ihtj 
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had  Ike  power  lo  do  this  act,  wms  to  deoy  that  ibey 
wtn  dtriaf  as  tte  Saaate  of  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  TAPP4N  reqaested  that  the  bond  given 
by  Measra.  Blair  and  Rives  might  be  read. 

The  Seoreiary  aecoidingly  read  the  l>ond. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  he  was  scarcely  in  a 
eofiditioa  to  aiticolate,  and  he  ibould  economise 
ttronto  as  much  as  possible.  Sut  a^  to  the  character 
of  this'bond,  what  was  ii  t  It  was  a  bond  to  do  the 
dodes  of  the  office)  bat  if  the  Priuieri  went  out  the 
tend  vas  vacated  by  the  fact.  The  qaestioa  was 
not,  ifaeo,  on  the  propiieiy  of  the  dismitisal  of  these 
PriaiWBi  that  question  would  come  up  when  the 
waotiitMMi  came  np;  but  it  was  a  qaesiion  of  order 
niaed  on  the  other  side  of  the  Sisaie,  (by  Mr.  .Al- 
IMM,)  and  re.«ehoed  on  this  side  (by  Mr.  Wriobt) 
b«t  not  with  a  perfeu  coincidence.  It  was  con- 
IMkded  on  one  side  that  the  Senate  was  a  conlinuoos, 
•ever-dying  body,  and  on  the  other  side  it  was  said 
Ihcip  was  no  House  of  Representatives.  Bui  in 
tba  une  conieiAplalion  of  the  Constitutiso,  the  Se- 
DMa,  *ni.  iJie  House  too,  were  snppoied  to  be  in  ex- 
iMener,  for  if  the  Siates  had  discharged  their  duties 
by  the  election  of  members,  they  were  ready  to 
fern  a  House.  The  Senate  and  tie  House  were, 
iathe  eoniemplaiion  of  the  Constitution,  continuous 
biidii«(  they  were  not  identical  in  the  mem- 
beta  that  composed  them,  but  he  hoped  that, 
ihoBgh  Ihtoretically  always  in  existence,  the 
aata  aad  measures  of  the  Senate  would  depend 
OB  the  oomppnent  members  that  constitute  the 
body.  By  the  CSonsiitution  the  Senate  had  power, 
•seiosively  of  the  House,  or  the  President,  or  any 
other  aaihoriiy,  u  elect  iis  own  officers.  Tbey 
said  that  their  Printer  was  an  officer)  but  be  should 
not  go  over  the  arguments  which  had  been  urged 
with  so  moeb  ability  by  his  friend  from  Delaware, 
[Mr,  Bataiu^]  and  which  stood  unanswered  lo  that 
daj,  Ihat  these  Piiuters  were  officers,  and  were,  in 
fact,  performing  the  dniies  of  cletkis,  using  types 
Milriill  of  pens — that  they  were  a  part  of  the  ma* 
chiaery  of  the  Sensle  which  was  rrqaisite  to  the 
trauaetiou  of  the  dniies  of  ihe  Senate.  Sjppose 
the  Priatats  were  to  die,  or  some  other  coniingeucy 
ihonld  happen  which  should  prevent  the  execution 
of  their  work,  could  not  the  Senate  fill  tbai  o&etl 
Could  tbey  not  fill  the  office  of  Sergeant-at-Arms, 
which  waatben  vacantl  The  case  was  tooclear  for 
aigament.  The  Senaie  then  in  session  could  do 
whatever  it  waa  competent  for  a  Senaie  to  do.  But 
the  arcameot  of  the  gentleman  on  the  other  side 
(Mr.  Aujtm]  was  ibis;  it  is  not  a  legislative  /uoc- 
tioa  lo  eiaci  a  Prii>ter,.nor  was  it  Executive.  Then 
wliat  waa  it?  Was  it  a  judicial  funetioni  Ii  was 
eeriMnly  much  less  a  judicial  than  an  Exrcntive 
ot  a  legulative  function.  Well,  if  it  was  neither 
legialaiive,.£xecuiive,  nor  judicial,  be  thoDght  the 
•ifBiaeat  «f  the  gentleman  on  the  other  side  de- 
Bieiniraiod  ihaiit  was  not  cumpeteni  in  the  Senate 
lo  elect  at  all.  But  this  hair-splitting,  this  divi- 
sion and ,  subdivision  of  the  capacities  of  the  Se- 
saic,  was  not  the  question.  They  were  a  Senate, 
wi'h  all  the  powers  of  the  Senate;  Ihe;  c')nld  not 
•et,  it  was  true,  in  Uieir  irgislaiive  character,  but 
they  were  eompetent  to  perform  what  a  Senate 
could  do  without  the  co-operation  of  the  other 
Hoaae; 

Now  let  us  Sit  what  was  done  at  a  somewhat 
analogoas  period  of  their  history.  The  Senator 
ftom  New  Yuik  thought  they  ought  to  meet  in 
eoodaTe,  and  not  in  the  prevcnce  nf  those  who 
had  done  them  the  honor  to  attend  their  debates. 
Why,  ihey  had  always  met  in  open  seseion,  and,  if 
tbey  went  into  seciel  session,  it  was  on  a  special 
nolioa.  Bnt  he  would  call  their  attention  lo  whit 
waa  done  on  the  9th  of  March,  1829.  He  then  read 
from  the  journal  of  March  9,  1829,  when  the  Se- 
nate were  in  Exeeative  session,  a  resolution  sub- 
Biiiled  by  lAr.  Bnrron  to  puichase  Qales  and  Sea- 
ton^  Rrgister  of  Debates.  On  the  next  day  the  re- 
aoimion  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbort,  laid 
oathetable. 

On  arriving  at  the  name  of  Mt-  Woonsnar  in 
the  extract,  he  said  he  was  happy  to  see  that  ho- 
■erabie  Senator  here,  and  he  hoped,  by  his  vote, 
he  would  recognise  ihe  validity  of  the  pioceedings. 
On  the  next  day  it  was  again  Uken  up,  and  then 
laid  OB  the  table — ayes  25,  noes  15. 

There  were  a  variety  of  oiber  proceedings,  nut- 


"ing  from  day  lo  day,  recognising  iheir  power  to 
transact  the  bosioess  ot  the  Senate.  And  could  they 
not  identify  and  examine  into  the  chaiacier  of  the 
of  individuals  lo  com  pose  thatbodyl  Hecould  rights 
refer  to -numerous  io&tanocs  ia  which  it  had  been 
done  to  ascertain  ihe  right  bv  whitb  any  man  was 
sitting  there  as  a  Senator.  Unquetlionably,  it  was 
the  fir&t,  the  primary  duty  of  any  deliberative 
assembly.  Wbaiever  related  to  tfaeir  function?, 
whatever  related  to  iheir  com'position,  whatever  re- 
lated to  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  whatever 
was  necessary  to  enable  them  to  fulfil  them,  it  was 
competent  for  them  to  determine;  and  whatever  of- 
ficers were  necessary  aud  importsBt,  with  all  defe- 
rence f»r  the  opinion  of  the  Senator  opposite,  it 
was  competent  for  the  body  to  proceed  to  elect. 
He  Would  detain  the  Senate  no  longer,  for  the  rea- 
son he  bad  before  given — that  be  had  not  Ihe  pow- 
er of  ntteranoe. 

Mr.  ALLEN  faid  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Clat]  thooght  he  had  placed  him  (Mr.  Ai,- 
LSM)  in  an  awkward  dilemma.  He  (Mr.  Allen) 
had  sai  1  that  the  election  of  Printer  was  not,  pro- 
perly speakii.g,  either  an  Executive  or  a  legislative 
act;  and  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  inquired 
if  that  was  the  ca  e,  as  it  was  not  a  judicial  act, 
where  the  Seaate  would  find  power  to  elect  a 
Prin  er  at  all7  He  (Mr.  Allen)  would  answer  that 
qnotion.  The  Senate  acted  in  its  Irgislaliv*  cha- 
iacier, in  virtue  of  certain  express  powers  in  the 
Consiiluiion;  and  in  i^s  Executive  character,  in  vir- 
tue rf  certain  other  express  powers  in  the  Constitu- 
tion; and  it  acted  in  its  judicial  character,  as  in 
cases  of  impeachmen',  in  virtue  of  certain  other 
powers.  But  was  it  in  viitoe  of  either  of  those 
powers  they  elected  a  Printeil  It  was  not  in  their 
legislative  character  that  tbey  acted,  or  why  did  the 
Conftiintiun  superadd  that  the  Senate  should  choose 
its  own  officers} 

Now,  as  to  the  question  of  the  Senator  from 
Dclevare,  [Mr.  Binao,]  if  there  should  be  a  va- 
cancy in  the  chair  by  the  death  of  their  President— 
which  he  hoped  there  nereir  would  be— would  not 
the  Senate,  in  that  ca^e,  proceed  to  elect  a  President 
pro  Urn-  of  the  bodyl  And  he  bad  put  ibe  same 
question  in  regard  to  Iheir  Clerk.  Yes,  they  would 
elect  a  Presideul  fre  lent,  by  virtue  of  the  power 
oonferred  by  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  justiSed 
by  that  necessity.  But,  let  ibe  Senator  reverse  the 
proposition,  and  see  how  it  would  apply.  Because 
the  Senate  can  fill  a  vacancy  created  by  death — and 
fill  that  vacancy  temporarily — it  can  remove  an 
officer  elected  permanently,  and  thus  create  the  ne- 
cessity fer  a  new  appointment  I  Why,  the  Senate 
then  m'ght  remove  its  President  for  the  purpose  of 
filling  b^  plaee.  And  ihey  could  remove  their  Se- 
cretary—not because  he  had  violated  his  trust,  but 
for  Ibe  sole  reason  that  ihe  Senate  might  thereby 
derive,  from  the  necessity  created  by  themselves, 
the  power  to  fill  Ihe  vacancy  by  a  pre  tern,  appoint- 
ment. If  the  proposition  were  good  on  one  side  it 
was  good  on  the  other.  If  they  could  fill  a  vacancy 
created  by  death,  said  the  Senator,  aoold  they  not 
turn  out  a  mani  If  they  could,  in  consequenae  of 
a  vacancy  created  by  death,  appoint  a  temporary 
officer,  could  they  not  create  a  vacancy  and  ap- 
point a  permanent  officer  to  fill  the  plaeel  No: 
they  could  do  no  such  thing.  The  preposition 
would  anthrrize  the  Senate  to  displace  the  Vies- 
PasaouiT  and  to  make  a  vacancy,  in  order  that 
they  might  make  a  necessity  for  a  ne  ^  presiding 
officer,  and  on  that  to  found  the  right  to  create  that 
officer.  And  so  in  regard  to  every  other.  Now, 
be  took  it  he  had  extricated  himself  from  the  two 
dilemmas  in  which  the  Senator  from  Kenineky 
thought  be  had  placed  him. 

Mr.  WRIOHT  was  ready  to  admit  that  any 
soggesiions  of  his  might  be  erode,  for  the  question 
was  very  new  to  him;  bat  still  he  was  not  able  to 
•ee,  by  ihe  arguments  of  the  geatleiiiett  te  his  rittht, 
[Mr.  Clat  and  Mr.  Clittom,!  that  the  diffieullies 
in  hii  mind  bsd  been  removed;  nor  did  be  ree  that 
tho>e  Senators  bad  imposed  any  great  difficulties 
acaia^t  hi*  position.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky  had  appealed  to  them  with  some  foicp, 
and  he  had  pnt  questions  which  he  would  answer, 
Yankee  like,  by  putting  another  qoeeiion  :|  Was 
this  a  legislative  or  an  Bxtcutive  cession,  for  the 


honorable  Senator  coateaded  that  it  was  one  ot  the 
otherl 

Mr.  CLAY  said  the  sess  on  was  "Senatorial.** 

Mr.  WRiaHr  thought  all  Iheir  setaioaa  were 
Senatorial.  He  had  understood  the  honorable  Se- 
nator lo  contend  that  this  was  not  strictly  legislap 
live,  that  it  was  not  strictly  Exeeotivc,  nor  was 
it  judicial;  em,  they  could  not  do  this  act  at  all. 

Mr.  CLAY  explained.  He  said  they  were  there 
as  a  Senaie,  and  were  competent  to  perform  any 
act  which,  as  a  £|enate,  irrespective  of  the  other 
branch  of  Congress,  ihey  could,  at  any  time,  per- 
form.   It  was  "Senatorial.*' 

Mr.  WRIQHT  admitted  that  this  wa«  to  him  a 
new  classification  of  their  power*,  and  it  was  one 
which  he  wonid  not  then  discuss;  but  he  h^ped  all 
they  did  would  be  "Senatorial,"  whether  as  a  legis- 
lative, or  as  an  Executive  conneil.  The  poweie,he 
apprehended.  Which  were  gran'ed  to  ihem,  were  of 
onei  f  two  bran<-.hea;  and  from  the  argumenia  which 
he  had  heard,  it  seemed  to  him  they  had  then  no 
legislative  powers,  and  yet  they  were  acting  on  this 
8a^j:;ctina  legislative  form.  He  had  before  re- 
ferred to  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  and  he  had  stated 
what,  he  suppssed,  would  not  be  controverted;  that 
thois  rules  were  as  perfectly  binding  on  that  body, 
as  they  were  or  the  body  which  ocenpied  those 
seats  a  w<  ek  ago.  Now,  one  of  those  rules  was, 
that,  "When  acting  on  confidential  or  Exeemive 
business  ib«  Senate  shall  be  cleared  of  all  peiaons, 
except  the  Si^crtury,  the  Principal  or  ibe  Execn. 
live  Clerk,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  and  Doorkeeper, 
ar.d  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper.  Well,  then, 
under  their  rules,  they  must  assume^  to  be  act- 
ing legislatively,  a  prsiiion  which  be  uader- 
lOik  to  show  they  did  not  occupy  after 
Iheir  organization  for  Executive  purpcses.  That 
disposed,  as  a  matter  of  course,  of  the  queetio* 
who  of  right  wcie  members  of  the  body;  tor  that 
was  a  question  which  the  Senate  must  always  ad- 
mit- The  Senator  from  Delaware  said,  whether  ia 
an  Executive  or  Irgisiaiive  capacity,  they  were  al- 
ways subject  to  the  necessity  of  exercising  their 
powers  for  self-pro  ect'on;  and  hence,  if  the  sick- 
ness or  death  of  their  Secreary  happened  while  ihe 
Senaie  was  exclusively  Executive,  it  was  compe- 
tent to  appoint  a  Secretary  pre  km.  for  that  Exeea- 
tive session,  that  that  would  go  on  the  Exeeative 
journal,  which  had  no  connection  with  the  legisla- 
tive jaumal,  for  it  was  a  junrnal  of  iheir  own, 
which  had  no  conneciion  wiih  the  House  of  Reprt- 
sentaiives;  and  that  it  wasfublished,  or  was  forever 
sealed,  as  the  Senate,  aeing  as  on  Executive  body, 
should  decide^  and  the  Senaie,  acting  as  a  legisla- 
tive body,  was  not  permitted  lo  make  any  onler  on 
the  subject.  Now,  he  [Mr.  WaioaT]  look  it,  that 
if  such  a  neceuiiy  were  to  arise,  ot  if  the  Secietft* 
ry  should  so  misbehave  as  lo  require  it,  the  Bxeeu- 
tiva  Senate  might  pre  hac  vice  appoint  a  peraon  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  until  the  lime  allowed  to  make  a 
permanent  appointment.  Those  were  the  sugges- 
tions of  his  mind.  Now,  his  impression  was,  ibat 
if  the  Senaie,  in  its  Executive  capaeity,  shonkl 
pass  a  resolution  and  order  the  priniiag  of  the  Exe- 
cu'ive  session  to  he  done  by  others,  the  pertoos  heie 
named  would  not  cease  to  be  the  Printers  in,  the 
operation  of  the  law,  te  Congress.  However,  he 
did  not  now  desire  to  detain  Ihe  Senate  with  bis  re- 
flections, which  were  necessarily  erode. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  who  spoke  in  a  very  low  lone 
of  voice,  was  nnderstood  to  argue  that  the  Senaie 
now  sit:iDg  could  exercise  any  separate  powera 
given  to  ii  by  the  Constitution,  and  that  they  had 
the  power  aud  the  right  lo  act  upon  this  reeolotioa, 
and  to  dismiss  their  Printers.      ^ 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabaaia  coneeivcd  the  whole 
question  turned  on  one  point  which  had  not  yet 
been  regarded;  and  honorable  gentlemen  who  pro- 
posed to  acton  this  resolution,  it  appeared  to  him, 
were  about  to  act  en  a  misapprehension  of 
the  true  nature  of  the  qui  stion.  On  >  former  occa- 
sion, but  a  few  days  ago,  he  (Mr.  Clat)  had  een^ 
tended  ihal  the  Printer  was  not,  in  tlia  conslira- 
tional  sense  of  the  term,  an  officer  of  the  Senate  at 
all;  or,  at  all  events,  heTsould  only  be  conadeied 
as  a  «iiati  officer.  He  did  not  deny  that  the  Clerk 
or  Ihe  Secretary  was  liable  to  be  dismissed;  but, 
even  as  a  matter  of  right,  or  of  sound  discretion,  he 
did  not  suppose  any  officer  weald  be  dismissed, 
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mstess  be  bad  commirted  some  offence,  or  bad 
been  gnilly  of  some  deep  mnxal  dereliotion.  In 
wbatposilioa  did  tbey  then  standi  Vie  maintained 
Ibat  tbey  elood  in  the  attitude  of  one  of  two  c<)n- 
UaotiDg  parlies.  The  Printers,  who  were  (be  other 
parties  to  the  contract,  did  not  perform  minisierial, 
bnt  mcebanical  duties,  and  those  daiies  were  not 
performed  wilbia  the  walls  of  ibis  Capitol,  bat 
elsewhere.  The  resoluiioo  of  1819,  to  which  he 
would  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  was  io  (he 
foUowing  terms: 

RESOLUTION  directing  the  minner  in  whicli  the  Piinting  of 

Con^tm  stwil   tie  executed,  fixing  the  prices  ttiefeof,  and 

proTttlibg  for  the  appointment  of  a  printer  or  printers. 

Suoltm  by  lilt  Senalt  and  Hotue  of  JRepresenlalivea 
oftht  United  States  of  Americain  Congrsse  assembled^  That 
IMpHating  orOoiignB,tti>lenwben  ocberwiae  specially  or- 
dWM,  Bball  be  done  in  the  Toljowing  form  and  manner,  viz; 

Blue,  as  lieroiofore,  with  English  type,  on  Toalscap  paper. 
ilule  or  table  work,  in  royal  octavo  sieei  where  it  can  be 
brought  ioio  Ihttsize  by  any  type  not  smaller  than  brevier;  and 
wluieitcannotjinsucb  form,  aalofulil  r.onvenienily  into  ihe 
volume.  All  other  priming  with  a  small  pit;a  type,  on  royal 
paper,  in  P^es  of  the  rame  sise  asthose  of  the  last  edition 
orUwlaws  of  the  United  iStates,  Including  the  marginal  notes. 

And  the  ibllowing  prices  shall  be  ailowed  and  paid  fur  tiie 
above  descrilMd  irarli:  For  the  composition  of  every  page  of 
bills,  one  dollar;  of  every  page  of  small  pica,  plain  worit,  one 
dollar;  of  every  page  of  smalt  pica,  ruleworlii  two  dollars;  of 
every  page  of  brevier  rule  wortf,  tbree  dollars  and  fifty  cents; 
and  ior  alarger  form  of  brevier  rule  work,  in  proportion. 

For  the  pr«S8  work  of  bills,  including  paper,  folding,  and 
•tUclUni^  for  fifty  copies,  2S  cents  tier  page;  for  400  copies, 
•1  25  per  page;  lor  tlip  press  work  of  tables,  other  than  those  in 
the  regular  octavo  form,  for  6(X)  copies,  including  as  sliove, 
t6  GO  pal  form;  lor  the  press  work  of  the  journals,  of  900  Co- 
piaatiodjiding  aaabove,  one  dollar  per  pa^a;  for  all  other  print- 
log,  in  the  octavo  form,  of  GOO  copies,  including  as  above, 
87}  cents  per  page;  ud  for  a  larger  or  smaller  number  in  pro- 
portion. 

That  as  soon  as  this  resolution  sliail  have  been  approved  by 
the  President  oftheUniteJ  States,  eachHouse  shall  proceed  to 
ballot  for  a  Printer,  to  execute  its  work  during  the  next  Con- 
gress; and  the  person  having  the  greatest  numbcrof  votes  shall 
be  considered  duly  eiected;  and  shall  give  bond,  wiib  sureties, 
to  tile  satisftctlon  of  the  Secretary  of  the  iSanate  and  Clerk  of 
the  HoussofRspreieniative*  respectively,  for  the  prompt,  ac- 
«aralat  and  neat  execution  of  the  work;  and  in  case  any  incon- 
venient delay  should  be,  at  any  time,  experienced  by  either 
House,  in  the  delivery  oflui  work,  tne  Secretary  and  Clerk, 
rwpaeiively,  may  t»  auiliorixed  to  employ  another  Printer  to 
execute  key  portion  of  the  work  of  the  Senate  or  House,  and 
charge  the  excess,  io  the  account  ofsucli  Printer,  for  executing 
'such  work,  above  what  is  herein  allowed,  to  the  Printer  guilty 
of rach  o^igence  and  delay:  Provided,  That  nothing  herein 
CODtainedahall  preclude  the  choice  of  the  same  irinter  by  the 
Senate  and  by  the  House  of  Represenuuives. 

H.  CLAY, 
Speaker  of  the  House  ofRepreseotatives. 
JAMES  BARBOUR, 
President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

Apraovati,  March  3^  IS19. 

JAMES  HONROB. 

This  resolution  diree's  the  manner  and  form  in 
-wUcb  the  printing  shall  be  donr,  and  ihe  price  or 
rate  of  remuneration.  It  goes  on  to  provide  that, 
where  it  thtll  appear  that  the  Printer  failed  in  the 
diacbargA  of  bis  duty,  the  Senate  might  employ 
some  other  indiTidaal.  Well,  ihen,  in  what  point 
of  view  were  they  to  consider  ihis  resolulioni  The 
Senate  stood  as  one  of  two  coniraciii<g  pariie>-,  snd 
what  was  ihe  character  cf  all  contracts  It  rv- 
paired  two  parties  to  make  a  conirac!;  and  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  whether  It  did  not  equally  re- 
qiiire  the  consent  of  both  pariie.i  to  rescind  a  con- 
tract. To  !ay,  after  entering  into  a  solemn  con- 
trad,  that,  without  the  failure  to  perform,  or  eim- 
sent  of  one,<he  other  party  could  rescind  iHe  con- 
tract, would  be  as  new  iu  law  as  in  morals.  To 
test  the  accuracy  of  thi$  po^iiioo,  »appose  Blair 
and  Rives  should  refuse  to  perform  ibe  dnties 
which,  by  their  bond,  they  bad  cotrenaoied  to  per- 
form, and  wished  to  be  relieved  from  iheir  obliga- 
tioBs — could  they  resign  or  be  relieved  wiifaout  the 
consent  of  the  Senate,  or  without  b:ring  liable  to 
the  damages  specified  in  their  bondl  By  no  meanA. 
NoreoQld  this  be  coniroverlcd.  And  if  they  could 
not  be-  relieved  without  the  consent  of  the  Seoaie, 
could  the  Senate,  on  ihe  o^her  hand,  release  itself 
from  its  part  of  the  obligatlooT  He  denied  that  it 
coold;  and  be  regretted  that  the  proposition  had  been 
made.  He  regretted  il,  a^  en  indicaiion  of  oiher 
ttings,  which  might  be  expected  lo  follow,on  whieb 
he  should  not  now  dwell.  Here  they  bad  a  Uwin  all 
its  forms;  it  had  the  approval  of  the  Eiecu'ive: 
and  that  law  had  been  revised  and  reoon  ider- 
ed  ten  years  after  i's  ad'  'piion,  and  Congress  parsing 
another,  which  was  a  simple  provision  as  in  the 
lime  of  ih«  eleciion  of  Primer,  and  filing  it  wi  hin 
thiriy  days  of  the  terra'oaiion  of  the  CongreFs.  He 
would  not  detain  the  Senate  by  reading  it,  for  it 
was  stifficientl^  familiar. 


Ttiey  had,  then,  the  resolution  of  1819,  pro- 
viding for  ibe  election  of  Printer — specifying 
the  manner  in  which  tiie  printing  should  be 
done,  the  kind  of  type,  the  size  of  the  page,  and 
t'le  rate  of  -  compeosaiion.  It  had  only  been 
changed  so  far, '  by 'the  joint  lesoluiiiin  of 
1829,  as  to  fix  the  time  of  election,  as  he  had 
before  slated,  ti>  take  place  within  ibiity  days  of 
the  cl  se  of  each  Congressional  term.  Now  this 
law  had  been  acted  upon  ever  since  the  passage  of 
Ihe  tciolntion  of  1819,  with  prrfect  nniformily. 
There  had  been-a  Printer  to  the  Senate  elected  ui.- 
der  il  ei<«en /iniei,  notwiibstanding  the  chaoges  of 
partirs,  and  the  con.>equcni  changes  of  power. 
Yet  il  bad  never  before  entered  into  the  head  of  any 
one  that  they  were  thereby  violating  the  Constitu- 
tion, 

The  fact  of  an  election  being  required  by 
Ihe  law,  did  not  change  the  character  of  the 
Iransaction,  nor  necessarily  make  the  person 
chosen  Frinier  an  officer,  in  the  constitutional 
>eus^,  as  seemed  lo  be  supposed.  It  was  a  mere 
circumstance  in  the  manner  cf  making  the  con- 
tract. The  propositior  miKht  he  staled  thuf:  the 
resolution  of  I8I9  might  be  considered,  as  it  was 
in  effecl,  the  proposals  of  the  Senate  for  a  contract 
for  its  printing,  leiting  fotth  the  manner  in  which 
the  work  biioald  be  done,  and  the  prices  to  be  paid 
for  performing  i<.  As  might  be  supposed,  a  number 
of  individuals  applied  for  the  work,  and  the  elec- 
tion was  held  merely  to  ascertain  and  designate  the 
individual  who  should  be  received  as  contractor. 
The  person  so  ilesignated,  afterwards,  pur.-uant  to 
the  terms  specified  in  our  proposals,  executes  his 
bond  for  thR  faithful  performance  of  his  c  miraci, 
under  a  suitable  penalty.  Is  it  no',  then,  to  alt 
intents  and  purposes,  a  contract,  in  good  faith,  and 
in  law  as  inviolable  as  any  cthert  It  i<,  ntost  ic- 
contestably.  Blair  and  Rives  could  not  dii-'charge 
ihemselves,  as  all  officers  may,  by  resigning.  Tliey 
could  only  bi  released  from  their  liability  by  a  fall 
and  faiibfol  performance  of  their  undertaking,  or 
by  our  consent,  as  the  other  contracting  party. 
Viewing  il,  then,  as  a  contract,  if,  as  must  be  ad- 
miiied  by  all,  Blair  and  Rives  could  not  discharge 
themselves,  by  any  act  of  theirs,  wiibont  our  con- 
currence, can  we  discharge  ourselves,  without  their 
constail  Thi»,  sir,  is  the  simple  ques'ion;  and  any 
man  who  has  learned  the  first  principle  which  go- 
verns and  determines  ihe  nature  and  obligations  of 
a  contract,  must  respond  in  the  negative. 

He  should  not  occupy  tbe  time  of  the 
Senate  longer  on  this  point.  He  had  merely 
risen  lo  show  Ihe  trne  character  of  the  iransaeiioo; 
and  to  tay  that,  unless  it  was  intended  by  the 
party  now  in  power  lo  trample  under  foot  the  law 
of  ihe  land,  and  utterly  lo  disregard  that  moral 
principle  which  lays  at  the  fnondaiion  of  all  con- 
tracts, whether  public  or  private — he  repeated, 
nn'ess  tbe  dominant  party  were  resolved  lo  tram> 
p'e  down  every  principle  heretofore  sacred  io  law 
and  morals,  the  Senate  could  not  adopt  the  resolu- 
tion dismissing  B  air  and  Rives,  and  ^ettirg  aside 
a  contract  which  had  been  made  and  concluded  in 
tbe  mott  solemn  form. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  rose  to  say,  that.  In  giving  his 
vote  on  this  occason,  he  did  not  give  it  on  the  ques- 
tion of  order.  He  agreed  with  the  Chiir  that  it 
was  not  now  fairly  before  the  Senate,  and  he  should 
vole  igaintt  taking  up  tbe  resolution,  be(^an3«  he 
thought  it  highly  inexpedient  lo  do  so.  But 
if  he  were  overiuled,  and  the  Senate  should  de- 
cide the  question  of  order,  and  determine  to  lake 
up  the  resoluiion,  then  he  should  lake  occasion  to 
express  h's  opinion  thereon. 

Mr.  YOUNG  asked  tbe  Slenator  from  Delaware 
[Mr.  Claytom]  wlietherbe  intended  lo  convey  the 
impression  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  was 
only  there  by  (sourtesy,  and  that  he  might  be  re- 
moved at  any  moment? 

Mr.  CL4YT0N  wished  to  be  underi-tood  to  say 
that  every  officer  was  appointed  to  office  during 
pleasure,  and  could  be  removed  at  any  moment 
when  the  Senate  was  in  ses^i•'n. 

Mr.  YOUNO  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  to  their  forty- 
ninth  rule,  which  was  in  these  words: 

"The  Secretary  of  Ihe  Senate,  the  Sergeant-at- 
Armsand  Pooikeeper,  and   the  Assistant  Door- 


keeper, shall  be  cbo&en  on  tbe  aeeond  Mowtey  of 
tbe  first  session  of  tbe  twenty-first  tCoBgresF,  and  on 
the  same  day  of  the  first  session  of  every  suoeee|ltng 

Congress." 

Mr.  CLAYTON  observed  that  those  oAeers 
were  elected  on  a  certain  day  for  tbe  eonvcaieMe 
of  the  body,  bit  they  might  be  removed  or  dis- 
placed at  any  time  the  Senate  was  in  sesaioa. 

After  a  few  words  between  Messrs.  YODNO 
and  CLAYIH>N,  the  question  was  taken,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative— ayes  99,  noes  22,  as  fol- 
lows; 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bay- 
ard, Berrien,  Choale,  Clay  of  Kenincky,  ClaylOB, 
Diron,  Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  HnntiagtM, 
Ker,  Mangnm,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  PIkelpa, 
P.>rter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Simmons,  OMtiih 
of  Indiana,  Soatbard,~  Talbnadge,  White,  and 
Woodbridge— 29. 

NAYS— Messis.  Allen,  Benton,  Boebanaa,  Cal- 
hono,  Clav  of  Alabama,  Cutbbert,  Fation,  Kia;, 
Lion,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nidtotson,  Piem,  Se- 
vier, Smith  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappaa, 
Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wi^l,  aad 
Young— 22. 

So  tbe  resolution  was  taken  np  for  ooasidcTa- 
lion. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  tbe  considaratitNl  of 
Execniive  business,  and  afterwards  adjouiaed. 

m  SENATE, 

MoNDtT,  March  8,  1841. 

Mr.  MANOUM  rose  on  the  question  oomiac  ap 
on  Ihe  adoption  of  the  resolution  to  dismiss  Blair 
and  Rives  as  the  Ptiolers  to  the  Senate  for  the  S7tfi 
Cl  ingress,  and  said  this  subject  was  so  foUy  dfc- 
cus.'ed  some  weeks  past,  that  he  did  not  thiair  it 
necessary  to  say  a  siegle  word  on  the  sohieei; 
nor  did  he  perceive  any  necessity  on  tbe  part  of 
his  frienils.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  qoes'ion  woaM 
be  taken  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BENTON  called  fbr  tbe  reading  of  the  head 
of  Me$:tr3.  Blair  and  Rives. 

Tbe  bond  of  Meurs.  Blair  and  Rives  wis  read.  It 
bore  date  Ihe  270)  Februaiy,  1841,  and,  after  reeiliag 
the  various  laws  in  relation  to  the  printing  of  GM- 
gtess,  provided  sureties,  in  the  penahy  of  forty 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  prompt,  accnraie,  and 
neat  execution  of  the  work,  and  was  approved  by 
the'Secreury  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  did  not  me  to  oppose 
this  re-^olntioo  in  the  sligbust  hope  that  be  ahovM 
prove  succefsful.  He  had  ao  donbt  esseaifoa  was 
to  be  di^ne,  and  ibat  speedily,  on  Blair  and-  Bives. 
The  decree,  the  irreversible  decree,  had  goae  forA, 
and  it  must  aad  would  be  executed.  He  had  a 
few  words  to  say,  not  with  any  expeetatioa  of  ar- 
resting the  jodgment,  becan«e  he  knew  this  w<Mtd 
be  vain;  but  for  the  purpose  of  directing  the  atlea- 
tion  of  tbe  Senate  and  tlie  country  to  tai*  ezivaoi^ 
dinary  proceeding-  He  firmly  believed  that  a  pria- 
ciple  would  be  established  by  the  adoption  «f  this 
resolution  long  lo  be  remembered,  and  <«Bg  lo  be 
deptecated. 

In  tbe  Inaugural  Address,  which  was  deli««red 
bnt  a  few  days  ago,  be  funnd  the  following  saati- 
menu 

"It  was  the  lefflack  of  a  Roman  Consul,  in  an  eariy  piiM 
of  thatcekibraud  Republic,  that  a  uuwaidkiM  cobuui  was 
obaervable  io  the  conduct  of  candidates  for  offices  of  power 
and  trust,  before  and  after  obuinhig  them— tbeyseldon cam- 
ing  out,  in  the  latter  case,  the  pledges  and  promises  mad*  ia  ifM 
lormer.  However  much  the  world  may  hav»  improvcdi,ia 
many  respects,  in  the  lapse  of  upwards  of  two  Ibouaaiid  vean 
since  the  remark  wa«  made  by  the  virtuous  and  indigMM  Ra- 
man, I  fear  that  a  strict  ezamloaiion  of  the  annala  of  soatMof 
the  modem  elsctive  governments  would  dcvelope  ddular  ia- 
Btances  of  violated  confidence."     , 

What  was  ihii  aspect  of  the  case  now  before  theail 
Did  il  not  illustrate,  in  the  rao-it  striking  ■ 
the  position  maintained  by  the  distinguished  i 
now  the  President  of  the  United  State;.  HereaAer 
ha  would  have  no  occavion  lo  travel  back  two  iboa- 
sand  ve^rs,  for  the  purpose  of  tnting  ihe  authority 
of  a  Roman  consul  to  prove  that  professions  before 
an  eleciion,  and  practices  after  it,  were  two  very 
different  mailers.  His  own  friends  ia  ibe  Senal* 
were  about  to  esiablish  a  modem  preecdeat  on 
ihif  subject,  which  would  cast  andquity  iat«  the 
shade. 

This  was  not  merely  the  case  of  removh^  an 
officer,  or  "guuT*  officer  of  the  Senate,  lor  pohtial 
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I  tneh  tiniic.  IftUshad  be«n  *ll,  at- 
UmMk  it  wo^ld,  baT6  vitiated  (hat  prima^  canoa 
ttf  ibe  Whig  faith,  that  "proscription  mast  be  pro- 
Bchbed,"  be  shoald  Bot  bare  been,  in  the  slightest 
iegeee,  aatoaished.  Indeed,  it  would  then  have 
Dem  nothing  more  tbanhe  bad  anticipated.  Bot 
dii^  ptcsenl  case  was  far  diffeie ni.  It  was  an  at- 
teaipi  en  the  pail  of  the  Senate  to  riolkte  as  bmd- 
iag  a  contract  as  conid  be  entered  into  by  human 
laagaage.  It  woald  present  lh«  spectacle  before 
Ike  AiMrican  people  of  this  body  disregarding  its 
pHgfated  faiili,  and,  in  the  face  of  th«  world,  tram- 
I^Jiog  oadcr  foot  the  vested  rights  which  two  A.me- 
xiean  eiticensliad  acquired  under  theii  eoniraci. 
He  wonM  Bot.be  afraid  to  leare  the  decision  of  this 
4*estion  la  any  judicial  tribunal  in  the  land,  upon  a 
MleM  ttiteiheiil  <tf  the  <>ie|s,  again«t  all  the  arga- 
itafea'a  wlueh  ingetlnltr  could  addtice  on  the  Other 
aide; 

,  Fteat  the  ofaaiaeier  of  the  resolntion  offered  by 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Makodm,] 
it  Might  be  easily  inferred  that  a  military  chieltain 
w«s  at  the  bead  of  the  GoTernment.  Hi*  resoln- 
tioB  was  ia  true  miKiary  style,  and  its  langnage 
was  precise,  striking,  and  much  to  the  point — with- 
out ambiguity,  and  without  a  single  unnecessary 
word.    Tttt  following  was  a  copy  of  it: 

MtmJHJ,  Tbat  Blair  and  Rires  be  dismissed  as 
FriUlets  to  tke  Senate  for  the  9tth  Coafress." 

Sbortt  pointed,  and  directly  to  the  purpose,  it  was 
in  the  ime style  of  Blehard  the  Third:  'Off  with 
hiaheadi  So  much  for  Buckinilham."  <'lf  rea> 
Moa  were  as  thick  as  blackberries,"  he  supposed 
ttMir  fHellds  on  this  side  of  the  House  would  not 
giw  as  one  "upon  eomputsieni'*  still  less  would 
they  do  so,  when  they  had  no  reasons  to  gire.  The 
molati«n,  iberefore,  was  an  act  of  meie  nakad 
power,  without  any  oaose  being  as.<iign«d  on  its 
face  for  its  adoption.  There  was  but  one  legiti- ' 
I  cause  wbidi  conId,  by  possibility,  have  ^ea 
wed;  and  that  bad  no  existenee  in  this  case.  If 
'  and  Rives  had  riolated  any  essential  slipnla- 
tioa  ef  their  contract,  it  might  probab'y  have  justi- 
fied tba  Senate  in  annulling  it  altogether,  and  era- 
pl^ng  other  PrintcFB  to  perform  the  work.  This 
w«8  not,  this  could  not,  be  pretended.  It  bad  ne- 
Ttr  even  been  insinuated  iharBlair  and  Rives  bad 
not  heretofore  faithfully  performed  their  duty  as 
FrtmUn  to  the  Senate;  and  ibis  was  the  best-pledge 
which  could  be  given  that  they  would  do  so  here- 
after. Why,  then,  w«re  they  to  be  dismissed  in 
Ibis  militaty  style?  Why  was 'our  own  solemn 
«ODtnel  with  Ihem  to  be  forfeiledl  Was  it  not 
simply  beeawe  they  were  the  editors  of  a  political 
newspaper,  and  dared  to  publish  articles  in  opposi- 
tioo  to  ihe  party  now  in  power?  This  had  been 
openly  avowed  as  be  reason. 

"Off  with  his  bead  P'  What  sin  bad  poor  Mr. 
Rives  ever  committed,  that  he  should  be  executed 
with  Mr.  Blair?  It  was  true  that  Mr.  Bive-i  was'  a 
fanner  in  the  firm,  and  in  this  capacity  had  en- 
terad  into  the  contract;  but  it  was  equally  certain 
that  the  daUrs  which  he  performed  were  of  a  mere 
boaiBess  and  mechanical  character,  and  he  bad 
aerer  given  cause  of  complaint  to  any  person. 
Why,  then,  should  the  political  offences  of  Mr. 
Biair  be  visited  on  the  head  of  his  unoffending 
partner,  and  the  whole  Olobe  be  prostrated  for  the 
purpose  of  teaching  a  single  sinner? 

This  was,  however,  no  subject  to  jest  abeul;  bat 
a  question — and  he  said  so  with  the  utmost  linea- 
rity and  rolemnity— involving  a  principle  of  greater 
importaiKse  to  the  people  of  this  country  than  any 
which  had  been  before  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Stales  since  he  bad  been  a  member  of  the  body. 
flbeaid  Blair  and  Rives  be  ditmissed  from  their 
aratraet,  it  would  be  recorded  as  a  precedent,  and 
would  prove  to  be  the  fruitful  foundation  of  many 
«t8s  in  our  fotare  history. 

He  would  state  the  facts  of  Ibe  case  with  as 
nnbh  etoamess  and  precirion  as  he  could. 

Previoas  to  the  yeat  1819,  the  printing  of  Con- 
gress bad  been  ezecaied  under  contracts  entered 
tnio  with  Ihe  lowest  bidders,  by  the  S..-cretBry  of 
the  Senate  and  iheClerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, respectively.  After  long  experience,  it  was 
fonad  to  be  necessary,  for  reasons  which  he  should 
aot  then  enumerate,  to  change  this  practice,  and  fix 
Ihe  mode  of  employing  Frint«s  by  positive  law. 


Accordingly,  on  the  3d  March,  1819,  a  joint  reso- 
lution wai  adopted  by  Congress,  and  approved  by 
the  President  of  the  United  StBtes,  declaring  that 
each  House,  previoas  to  the  termination  of  et^ry 
Congress,  should  elect  a  suitable  perion  to  execute 
its  own  printing  "ihlrtitg  tht  mil  Congrcn."  This 
resolution  nrescribed  particulatly  the  manner  iu 
which  the  printing  sbduld  be  done,  and  the  prices 
which  were  to  be  paid  to  the  Primer.  The 
chief  reason  for  adopting  the  resolution  was  clear 
and  obvious.  It  was  utterly  impossible  that  any 
new  contractor  could  be  prt^pared  with  the  necessa- 
ry paprrj  materials^,  and  workmen  to  execute  pro- 
perly the  printing  for  either  House  of  Conj^ress, 
without  some  montiis  p.'eviuus  notice;  and,  there- 
fore, the  joint  resolution  gave  him  the  timc^for  pie- 
paration,  which  would  necessarily  elapse  between 
the  termination  of  one  Congre.'s  and  the  meeting  of 
another.  The  Printer)  thus  elected,  was  required 
"10  give  bond,  with  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate, /or  tht  pramjrt,  acewalt,  and 
tutt  exeaUuM  »/  the  teork."  And  what  power  was 
granted  by  the  resolution  to  your  Secretary  over 
this  Printei?  Why,  sir,  in  case  of  any  inconve- 
nient delay  in  the  delivery  of  the  work,  ibe  Secre- 
tary was  auihorized  to  employ  another  Printer  to 
perform  any  portion  of  it  he  thought  proper;  and, 
if  he  were  obliged  to  pay  an  increased  pi  ice,  he  was 
directed  to  charge  this  excess  in  the  account  against 
the  regular  Printer. 

Tnere  was  not  one  word  in  this  resolution,  from 
beginning  to  end,  which  gave  the  least  color  to  the 
idra  that  tb's  Printer  was  an  officer  of  the  Senate. 
Throughout  the  whole  of  it  he  was  not  celled  an 
officer,  nor  was  his  employmtot  alluded  to  as  offi- 
cial, nor  was  there  a  single  term  used  which  was 
not  in  strict  accordance  with  the  mechanical  na- 
ture of  the  work  to  be  performed.  Thu>,  then,  stood 
this  case.  A  solemn  contract  bad  been  entered  in- 
lo—vnder  the  jo  nt  resolution  of  1819,  confirmed  as 
it  was  by  the  subsequent  resolution  of  1839 — with 
Blair  and  Rives,  who  had  been  duly  elected  Prin- 
ters to  the  Senate — iheir  bond,  with  sureties,  had 
been  approved  by  the  Secretary — the  agreement  on 
both  sides  was  perfect  and  complete,  and,  by  its 
terms  was  to  endure  throughout  the  twenty.' eventh 
Congress;  and  these  contractots  had  thus  acquired 
an  absolute  right,  which  no  human  power  could 
constitutionally  divest,  to  execute  our  printing  and 
receive  for  their  work  ihe  stipulated  compensation. 
Ten  limes  in  uninterrupted  succession  bad  the  Se- 
nate elected  printers  under  this  resolution  of  1819, 
and  ten  times  had  the  Printers  thus  elected  exe- 
cuted the  printing  "during  the  next  Congress." 

When  the  eleventh  peiiod  of  election  arrived,  the 
Senators  on  this  side  of  the  houie  were  seiz-d  with 
violent  constitntional  scropler.  They  denounced 
the  joint  resolution  of  1819  as  unconstitutional;  and, 
to  manifest  their  abhorrene:  of  its  provisions  in  a 
still  more  striking  light,  they  resorted  to  the  revolu- 
tionary movement  of  refusing  to  vote  for  Primer, 
and  of  giving  notice  that  the  moment  they  obtained 
the  power  ihey  would  nallify  the  election.  Accord- 
ing to  their  opinion,  the  Congress  which  had  adop:- 
ed  the  resolution  could  have  known  nothing  about 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution;  and  oar  p.'ede- 
cessors,  who,  for  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and 
in  limes  of  the  highest  party  exei'ement,  had  car- 
ried it  into  ezecation,  must  have  been  stupid  dolts. 
During  the  whole  of  this  long  period  they  had  been 
violating  their  oath  to  support  the  Cunuitutlon;  for 
Senators  on  this  side  of  the  houre  had  assured  us 
that  the  joint  resolution  of  1819  was  sn  plainly  un- 
-coustiutional,  that  he  who  run.s  might  read.  No, 
sir,  no:  this  would  not  dtf.  This  mantle  was  not 
broad  enough  to  cover  them.  Without  intending 
to  give  offence  to  any  one,  Mr.  B.  said,  it  would 
have  b««n  better,  mnch  better,  for  them  to  have 
boldly  avowed  tbat  they  were  acting  upon  Rob 
Roy's  rule: 

"T?ial  they  thould  late  uAs  have  Ihe  potter, 
AndUiefitiould  keep  who  can." 

This  was  their  rale  of  action  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. The  party  to  which  he  belonged  had  been 
denounced  as  Loco  Focos,  Agrarians,  LeVelleis, 
and  violalers of  vested  rights.  Should  the  resolu- 
tion be  adopted,  all  these  hard  names  would,  he 
trusted,  beat  once  transferred  to  their  opponents. 

Bat  the  resolution  of  1819  was  unconsitntional ! 


And  if  it  were  so,  what  would  be  Ihe  consequeaee? 
It  was  this:  tbat  no  constitutional  power  existed  to 
pass  any  law  under  wMch- a  binding  contract  eoaM 
be  made  for  priming,  or  for  the  performance  of  any 
other  mechanical  labor  for  either  Hoose  of  Coii- 
gre>s  previous  to  the  meeting  of.  that  Congress  for 
which  the  work  was  to  be  performed.  And  why? 
Because,  say  the  Senators,  the  person  who  con- 
tracts to  perform  such  printing,  is  ibereby  at  once 
lraasform?d  into  an  officer  of  the  Senate;  and  each 
Senate  possessing,  the  power  under  the  Consiitntion 
to  choose  its  own  officers,  the  act  of  employing 
such  a  Printer  by  a  previoas  Senaie  is  in  deroga- 
tion of  ihe  constitutional  right  of  choice,  which  be- 
longs to  the  snCceediDg  Senate;  and  is,  therefore, 
uncoDstitatiimal,  nul',  and  void.  This  had  been  the 
argument !  tt  was  difficult  to  treat  it  sertonsly; 
but|he  shon'd  briefly  show  that  our  Printer  was  not 
an  officer  of  Ihe  Sena'e  in  the  consiitatioaal  sensr; 
that  if  he  were,  it  would  not  authorize  ihe  violation 
of  this  contract;  and  that  no  such  thing  existed, 
under  our  system  of  Oovemment,  as  a  previoas 
and  succeeding  Senate)  the  Senate  being  a  permap 
neni  body. 

What  argument  bad  been  used  to  prove  that  the 
firm  of  Blair  and  Rives  was  an  officer  of  the  Se- 
nate. He  had  heard  but  one;  and  that  was  the 
argument  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  [Mr. 
Batabd,]  which  hiid  afterwards  been  endoived  by 
theSenator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Ci.Ar]  I^eSe'^ 
nator  must  have  been  hard  run  to  obtain  it,  for  be* 
was  obliged,  for  thai  purpose,  to  go  back  to  a  pe- 
riod of  the  world  before  the  art  of  printing  was 
discovered.  Tni«  he  believed  was  about  its  form. 
"If  the  art  of  printing  bad  not  been  discovered, 
our  Secretary  must  have  employed  a  great  number 
of  amanuen.es  to  make  copies  of  our  proceedings, 
bnt  the  printers  now  make  such  copies  by  means 
of  Iheir  type;  therefore,  the  priniecs  may  be  con- 
sidered as  depuiies  of  the  Secretary  and  as<officers 
of  the  Sena  e"  This  argument  assumed  the  fact, 
that,  had  the  art  of  printing  not  been  discovered, 
every  amanuensis  who  might  have  been  employed 
for  the  purpose  v{  making  copies  of  our  journals 
and  proceedings  for  distribution  among  the  people, 
would  necessarily  hive  brome  an  officer  of  the 
Senate.  If  this  illustration  bad  not  been  so  far 
fetched,  hs  should  not  have  desired  one  mote 
striking  to  prove  the  fallacy  of  the  Senator^ 
own  aigament,  than  that  which  he  himself  had 
thus  pte-'ented  Wa^  ndt  tfae  idea  perfectly 
absurd,  ihat  the  hundreds  of  mere  copyists  whom 
it  would  have  bcea  necessary  to  hire,  had  not 
the  ait  of  ptiuttng  been  discovered,  would  each 
one  of  ihem  have  beeome  an  officer— a  deputy 
Secretary  of  the  Senaie?  In  this  purely  imagina- 
ry rase,  ii  would  have  been  still  more  necessary 
than  even  at  present,  to  have  provided,  by  oonuaet, 
at  a  preceding  Congres,-:,  Tor  procariug  a  great  num- 
ber of  c()pyisL>;  and  it  would  then  have  been  still 
more  inconvenient  la  have  held  that  no  power  exist- 
ed under  this  Oovernmrnt  wh.oh  would  enable 
Congress,  at  a  previous  session,  to  provide  eopjrisia 
for  foture  service.  But  the  bare  statement  of  the 
pr.iposition  was  snfficient  to  convince  every  candid 
and  anpri'judiced  mind,  that  the  mechanic  who 
eontracted  to  perform  ibe  printing  of  the  body, 
and  was  to  receive  for  it  the  regular  wages  fixed 
by  law,  was  not  one  of  our  officers.  Was  the 
clock-maker,  employed  by  the  year  u>  regulate  yoor 
clock — or  the  paper-maker,  wh*  contracted  with 
your  Secretary  lo  furiii>h  the  Senate  with  statione- 
ry, an  officer  of  the  bjdy?    Ceriainly  iwt. 

The  printing  of  iho  Senate  was  a  mere  mechani- 
cal woik,  lo  be  exeeu'.ed  by  iden  po.ssessing  skill  in 
the  art,  and  lo  be  paid  for  in  proportion  fo  Ihe 
amount  of  labor  actually  performed;  and  we  might, 
with  equal  propriety,  call  any  oihet  man,  who  per- 
formed inechaoical  labor  for  the  Senaie,  an  officer, 
as  thus  to  denominale  Ihe  Primer.  The  fact  of 
bis  election  by  the  Senate  could  make  no  differ- 
ence. It  vas  the  nature  of  the  empl'>yment,  not 
the.rarde  of  selection,  which  constiiuird  the  officer. 
If  our  Piinter  were  BOW  an  ofSc-r  of  the  Senate, 
he  had  been  equally  so  during  ifce  long  period  pre- 
ceding the  year  1819,  when  he  was  felectedby  the 
Secretary;  and  all  the  Printers  would  be  so  again, 
who  might  be  employed  by  ibe  Secieianniad«r  the 
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reMrioiion  of  Congfe»6,  in  case  the  elected  Printer 
abouldfail  i«  pMfuim  bis  duty. 
.  Tiiis  joint  resolution  was  conceived  in  great  wis- 
dom. What  was  the  case  before  its  adoptiopi  Con- 
ffeaame' — printing  was  immeilialely  required,  sod 
the  Clerk  WM^aathoriz:^d  to  employ  the  Printer;' but 
Um  Printer  was  not  prepared,  and  could  not  be  pre- 
pared immediately  with  his  paper,  materials,  and 
kands  tu  perform  tbe  work.  Great  delay  and  de- 
fects in  the  esecniion  o(  the  printing  were  tbe  in- 
evitable conseqaence;  and,  in  order  to  remedy  these 
evils,  tbe  joint  resolmion  was  passed. 

Bat  suppose  we  should  admit,  for  the  sake  of  the 
argamenl,  that  Blair  and  Rivet  were  officers  of  the 
Senate — would  this  benefit  the  Senaiois  in  the 
slightest  degieet  He  apprehended  nca.  Could  nm 
the  Senate  en'4r  into  a  contract  with  i's  owa  offi- 
eers  which  wonli  be  binding  upon  i>1  He  should 
be  glad  to  hear  any  aigument  to  prove  ibat  it  could 
not.  Let  us,  ihen,  suppose  that  the  j  Am  resolution 
had  dcelarei',  in  specific  terms,  that  the  Primers 
elected  under  it  should  tie  officers  of  the  Senate: 
would  such  a  declaraiioii  authorize  the  Srnaie  to 
violate  its  own  soleisn  contract  with  these  officerl 
This  WAS  tbe  position  whirb  gentlemen  must  esta- 
blish, or  they  must  fail  in  their  aigument.  The  re- 
solution having  expressly  declared  that  the  persons 
elected  should  have  the  printing  of  the  Seaaic 
throughout  the  whole  of  ihe  next  Congress,  and  hav- 
,  ing  requited  ibeni  to  give  a  bond  with  suretie-^faiih- 
'  fully  to  execute  the  wmk  during  that pfriod,  eonid 
the  Senate  now,  by  dismi^ing  tbem,  even  if  they 
were  officers,  relieve  it^eU  from  the  obligation  of 
tbe  eontrae),  which,  by  its  terms  was  to  conanue 
until  the  tcrmioaiion  of  the  next  Congre-sl  No, 
sir;  this  contract  sluod  firm,  and  would  endure  as 
long  as  the  Consiiiution  of  the  ooantry  shall  re- 
main in  force.  No  bomaa  p«wer  eoald  rightfully 
annihilate  its  binding  obligation.  He  would  pledge 
bis  whole  fortune  that  such  would  be  (be  decision, 
oould  ifaii  plain,  simple  question  be  submitted,  even 
wMbout  a  wordof  arcument,  to  ihe  iribaaat  now 
in  session  below  u?,  (the  Supreme  Court.)  Qenile- 
nen,  therefore,  would  not  gain  iheir  point  by  piov- 
jag,  if  they  eonid,  that  Blair  and  Rives  were  officers 
of  the  Senate. 

Senators  bad  contended  that  one  Senate  or  one 
Congress  bid  no  right  to  elsei  officcisfor  ibeir  sac- 
ceasorK;  and  tbit,  thsrefore,  ihe  joint  resolution  vi- 
olated the  Constitution,  becaiue  it  gave  the  election 
of  a  Printer  for  tbe  next  S.  na  e  to  that  .which  had 
•xpiied  on  the  third  of  March.  This  was  as  strange 
•  position  as  any  which  had  been  astumed  through- 
•at  tbe  argument.  An  old  Senate  and  a  new  Se- 
malsl  There  could  be  no  new  Senate.  This  was 
the  very  same  body,  ccnstitniionally,  and  in  point  of 
lav,  which  had  assembled  on  the  first  day  of  iis 
jsaeting,  in  1789.  It  had  existed  withuot  any  inter-  \ 
aiissioa,  from  that  day  until  ihe  present  momea', 
and  woald  oontinne  to  exist  as  long  as  the  Qovern- 
ment  should  tadare.  It  was  emphaiically  a  per- 
manent body.  Its  iul«s  were  permaoent,  and  were 
Bet  adopted  from  Congress  to  Congress,  like  thote 
«f  the  House  of  Re preseaiaiives.  Fur  many  ytars 
«Aer  the  commencement  of  the  Qovemment,  itj  Se- 
erttary  was  a  permanent  officer,  thongh  our  ru!es 
Jiow  required  that  b*  should  be  elected  at  stated  in* 
temtis.  The  Senate  always  hsd  a  President,  and 
there  were  always  two'thirds  of  is  actual  members 
in  exiateDee,  and  generally  a  much  greater  numbrr. 
It  would  be  nselees  to  labor  this  question.  Every 
■writer,  without  exception,  who  had  treated  on 
the  subjeet,  had  deelaced  the  Senate  to  be  a 
permanent  b^dy.  It  never  dies;  and  it  was 
the  sheet-anchor  of  the  Coa!>titutioD,  on  ac- 
eountof  its  permaoency.  Senators  were  thus  de- 
prived of  tbe  poor  apulo^y  ibat  ooe  Senate  haif  no 
right  to  bind  its  successors.  Here,  then,  we  had 
the  spectacle  preseoied  of  the  Senate,  in  all  ihe 
forms  of  law,  but  iwj  weeks  ago  having  elected  ah 
t^etr,  if  Seaaiots  would  have  the  fiim  of  Blair 
and  Elves  thus  called,  and  now  dismii^slng  that 
officer,  and  annulling  their  own  (o!emn  contrac', 
which,  by  its  express  terms,  was  to  eidure  for' two 
years.  If  such  things  could  be  done — if  this  body 
of  high  and  commandina  influence  throughout  the 
country,  could  thus  &e  aside  its  contract';,  and  that 
at  a  period  when  loo  siro'ig  a  disposition  already 
existed  in  Ihe  public  mind  to  disregard  tbe  faith  of 


contracts,  Heaven  only  could  foresee  what  might 
be  the  disastrous  results.  The  force  of  our  evil 
example  wrnid  be  felt  ttarougboat  the  Union;  and 
if  ve  sanctioned  the  princip'e,  thut  no  contract 
could  be  bindiag  on  us,  it  was  oae  which  would  be 
csrried  out  in  praet'ce  by  other  legislative  bodies.  • 

Let  him  beseech  Seoatorr  to  pause  and  reOeci 
upon  the  tremendous  consequences  which  might 
probably  result  from  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 
Once  establish  tbe  principle  that  ihis  body  can  ex- 
erc'se  the  puwer  of  violatiiig  a  solemn  crntraci, 
into  which  they  had  deliberately  entered,  and  what 
would  become  of  tbe  cuuntryl  Did  it  not  at  once 
sanction  the  prineiple  in  its  fullest  extent,  which 
had  teen  falsely  attributed  to  tbe  party  to  which  he 
belon<ted,  that  a  sueceeding  Ltgi^lature  had  a  right 
to  rep.*al  the  contracts  entered  into  by  a  preceding 
Legislature.  The  principle  on  which  this  resolu- 
lion  was  based,  would  completely  justify  Qovetnor 
M'Nuit  in  his  outrageous  attempt  to  annul  the  bonds 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi.  The  principle  ivhich 
lay  at  the  root  of  both  cases  was  precisely  the  same, 
and  the  violation  of  faith  in  both  cases  would  be 
similar.  Blair  and  Rives,  by  virtue  of  a  solemn 
e^mtact,  ha'd  a  vested  right  to  perform  the  printing 
of  the  Senate  for  two  }ears,  and  to  receive  the 
price  fixed  by  law  for  their  work;  and  if  w:  could 
now  nullify  ibis  vested  right,  and  release  our'^elves 
from  tbe  obligation  of  our  coniract,  neither  Miisis- 
^ippi  nor  any  other  State  in  the.  Union  was  obliged 
to  pay  its  debtc  If  the  Senate  could  not  be  sued, 
aeiiher  could  ihe  State  be.  In  this  respect,  they 
both  titood  upon  ibe  same  footing.  A  regard  for 
public  faith,  and  that  alone,  could  bind  either  of 
them  to  the  p-rformance  of  their  contricts. 

But  did  Senators  not  peteeive  what  a  dangerous 
example  they  would  set  16  us  by  violating  this  eon- 
tract,  and  dit  missing  Blair  and  Rives  from  being 
Printers  to  the  Senate?  The  signs  of  the  timeif 
plainly  in  Heated  that  it  was  their  intention  to  char- 
ter a  Bank  of  the  United  States,  if  they  could,  at 
the  special  session.  Now,  sir,  tbe  Democratic  Se- 
nators firmly  believe  that  Congress  have  nu  power 
under  the  Constitution  to  establish  such  a  Bank. 
Suppose,  then,  we  should  imitate  theirexample,  and 
refuse  to  vote  upon  the  question,  at  the  same  time 
declaring  to  the  world  our  fixed  purpose  to  repeal 
the  charter  at  the  very  first  moment  the  Dimocracv 
of  the  country  shall  be  again  triumphant:  would 
they  not  consider  this  conduct  revolutionary?  And 
yet  it  would  only  be  putsniitg  the  very  eou'se  which 
they  have  pointed  out  lo  us  in  refu.iing  to  rote  at 
the  election  of  Printer,  and  declaring  that  they 
wjuld  remove  Blair  and  Rives,  and  deprive 
them  of  their  contract,  at  tbe  very  first 
moment  they  i-hould  attain  the  majority.  Will  not 
their  conduct  settle  Ihit  principle,  if  any  preeeOent 
could  sanction  such  a  msai-uie,  tba',  believing  a 
Bank  of  the  United  Siates  to  be  unoonsiitutional, 
we  thall  be  perfectly  justified  in  refusing  to  vote  on 
the  question,  and  ia  giving  notice  to  the  world  of 
our  fixed  determination  to  repeal  the  charter  tbe 
very  moment  we  have  the  power?  The  one  act 
would  be  no  greater  violatioa  of  pledged  faith  and 
of  vested  rights  than  the  other.  And  if  we  should 
pursue  this  course,  no  Bank  of  the  United  States 
could  be  established.  No  capitalist,  foreign  or  do- 
mestic, could  be  induced  to  advance  his  money  for 
stock  in  this  Bink,  knowing  that  the  charter  would 
be  repealed  as  soon  its  a  change  should  ba  effected 
in  the  administration  of  the  Government. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton)  had, 
some  years  aeo,  proposed  to  repeal  Ihe  joint  reac- 
lution  of  1819.  -  This  was  the  only  constltutioasl 
motie  of  getting  clear  of  iy  He  w<s  informed 
that  at  that  time  tbe  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Psxston)  tal  earnsitly  opposed  this . r'peal. 
He  thus  gave  conclusive  evidence  that  he  did  not 
then  consider  it  a  violation  of  the  CoostiiolioQ. 
V^That  bad  since  changed  his  opimon,  be  (.Mr.  B  ) 
could' only  conjecture.  But  no  repeal  of  it  could 
now  divef t  the  existing  rights  of  Blair  agd  Rives. 
Neither  the  power  of  ibe  Senate,  nor  of  the  whole 
Government,  nor  any  human  power  which  ex- 
isted in  this  land,  could  violate  lhi<  coniract  wiih- 
out  the  consent  of  the  parties  to  be  injured  by  such 
a  violation.  Just  as  certain  as  they  had  a  fuiwri- 
ty  before  them,  the  day  would  arrive,  if  Blair  and 
Rives  should  be  deprived  o(  the  benefit  of  their 


contract,  when  they  would  be  fully  indemnited  (br 
every  loss  which  they  might  stniaiiu  "niattiajr 
would  i'peedily  eome,  if  under  the  Constilatioa  it 
were  now  in  their  power  to  bring  a  suit  against  the 
Senate  of  the  United  Stales. 

He  had  ever  held,  and  trusted  he  sbouM  ever 
hold,  that  contracts  were  saered  and  inviolable;  Md 
he  hoped  that  his  party  feelings  might  nevw  i 
him  H>  far  as  to  iiample  on  the  rights  of  aay 
Tidusl.  He  was,  iherefoiv,  oppeeed  to  dotag 
cation  on  Blair  and  Rives. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said,  in  the  coarse  of  this  debate, 
objections  to  this  proceeding  had  beat  placed  oa 
three  grounds.  The  first  was,  that  tfa<re  waaao 
power  in  this  body,  as  now  assembled,  to  go  iaia 
this  business  aad  pass  this  resolution;  it  b^Of  as- 
sumed that  they  were  there  assembled  in  a  parteit- 
lar  capacity,  which  precluded  the  exercise  of  their 
other  functions.  Tbe  next  grenud  was,  that  the 
Printer  was  not  an  officer  of  this  body.  And  the 
third,  thai  if  he  were  an  officer  of  the  body,  a  OMk- 
iracl  had  been  made  with  him,  which  they  had  act 
the  power  to  rescind.  These  wen  the  prinoipal 
grounds.  The  Senator  from  PeDBsyivaaia  had 
made  an  addition  in  tetktioa  to  the  ebar*eler  of 
this  body,  which  teemed  to  him  to  go  Ibe  whoie 
length  of  the  subject — that  thi*  iras  a  permaaent 
body — ih-;  same  whieht»me  into  existence  <a  \be 
4th  of  March,  1789,  and  had  continued  from  that 
dfcy  to  this,  and  must  continue  in  a  1  time,  as  loaf 
as  the  Oovernment  endured,  and  the  lespectiwa 
State  L«gi:'lature8  shall  perform  their  duty.  Naur, 
Ibis  Senate  being  so  deamed  a  perpetual  body,  waa 
vested  with  certain  inheieni  rights.  What  wttm 
they?  They  were  either  absolute  or  relative;  aad, 
whether  the  one  or  the  other,  they  belonged  to  Ike 
body  at  all  times,  and  were  to  be  exercised  when 
proper  eirtnimstaucee  prssented  themstlvts.  TlMSe 
was  no  t^ucb  artificial  classification,  as  the  Seaatar 
supp(>sed,tf  Lrgslative,  Executive,  and  Jadiaial 
functions.  It  was  a  body  vested  with  rights  wh^b, 
though  they  sometimes  might  be  dormsnt,  alwajrs 
existed,  were  to  be  exercised  as  soon  as  a  proper  ea>e 
was  presented.  Now,  as  a  part  of  the  absolaie 
rights  of  this  body,  wss  the  right  to  judge  of  tha 
eleciion  returns  and  the  quaUfication*  of  itsaiem- 
.bers.  There  was  no  queiiitn  that  this  body  eoald 
do  this,  whenever  it  was  properly  assembled;  aad 
the  only  question  to  arise  was,  whether  (he 
body  was  properly  a<sembled,  ia  Ibe  proper  plaoa, 
and  under  the  proper  authority.  AncMher  abadote 
right  was,  by  a  majority  of  its  own  Dumber,  to  de- 
cide on  any  ordinary  qne«tion.  Another  was,  to 
mske  rules  and  regulations  for  its  own  gorcn^ 
ment.  Another  was,  to  expel  any  member  by  a 
vote  of  two-ibirds  of  the  body;  and  aikoiher  ivar,  to 
elect  iu  own  officers.  All  these  rights  Jiad  no  rela- 
tion whatever  to -any  other  department  of  Govera- 
ment:  they  were  inherent  and  absolute  ri^Ma, 
which  might  be  exercised  when  the  Senate  was 
properly  convened.  They  could  not  voluaiarily 
assemble  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia:  they  coaUl  aot 
by  oommon  consent  assemble  at  any  tiaM  ihef 
thought  proper,  to  do  this  set;  but  when  they  weie 
assembled,  these  were  inherent  and  abulule  rights, 
t'>  be  exercised  beyond  all  controvN':sy,  and  bejfoad 
all  dispute.  Now,  what  were  the  rights  of  the  bodyt 
Why,  they  were  delegated  right-i,  when  a  sessioa  «f 
Congress  takes  place,  and  they  wereacttog  in  a  le- 
gislative capacity.  What  waaOoagttss)  It  was 
a  ihiog  bavin;  a  definite  comoteatvateat  and  eoa- 
clu.-ion.  Tois  must  occur  once  a  year— Ihe  Osa- 
stitniion  says  on  the  first  Monday  in  Dcoeaibertbat 
if'ihe  President  thought  proper,  Coagret*  mvb*  a»- 
semble  whenever  oecasioa  should  arise  in  t  "  ' 
they  might  exerei>e  their  funetioiM;  and 
they  were  asseuhled  in  Coogrejs,  and 
inherent  a»d  relative  rights  exist,  did  that 
preveut  the  exercise  ef  their  absolaie  and  inheieai 
rights?  Ought  they  not  elect  their  oO  eers  and  tan 
jout  members  that  may  have  aiisbehased  theia- 
selves?  Well,  then,  there  were  o>her  relative  righls. 
The  Senate  was  called  the  treaty-makiag  poa 
and  the  appointing  power.  He  did  not  know, 
ther  the  phraseology  wss  oorrsei;  but  ihis  was  \ 
properly  asfembM,  whether  in  sessioa  of  Coagttta 
or  at  any  other  time  wuea  ine  ttoiue  was  net  ia 
session,  and  when  they  c^uld  have  no  sssssea  af 
Congress.     He  thought  it  most  bs  appareat  lo 
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erery  one,  that  this  Senate  possesses  the  absoUle, 
mheient  rifht  to  elect  its  own  efficers,  at  anytime 
when  lawfully  assembled,  without  refeienee  to  any 
other  ease,  when  it  might  be  called  on  to  exercis* 
its  relative  rights.  That  being  true,  was  the  Piinter 
an  officer  of  ihs  Senate?  The  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama said  it  was  not  an  office,  nor  was  the  Printer 
an  officer  of  the  Senate;,  or  that  be  was  not  more 
than  a  fuati  officer.  He  (Mr.  BATAan)  confessed 
he  did  not  well  understand  huw  he  could  be  a  quasi 
effioer. '  He  had  heard  of  a  guoii  corporation — a 
body  possessing  some  of  the  attributes  of  a  corpo- 
imtion,  bat  wanting  oihers— but  be  had  never  heard 
of  a  quati  officer.  If  there  were  qnati  officers, 
litef  must  be  officers  with  the  name,  but  wiih- 
oat  employmeot~-r-officers  haviDg  siiiecurei. 
•I^ow,  what  was  an  employment  or  of- 
fice 1  He  would  quote  from  an  autho- 
rity, which  was  perhaps  the  best  extant.  Web- 
ster's Dictionary  thus  defines  the  word  officer:  "An 
officer  is  one  who  executes  an  office  of  some  kind. 
Offiee,  a  particular  duty,  charge,  or  ttast  conferred  by 
pnUic  authority,  and  for  a  public  purpose;  employ- 
ment taken  by  commission  from  Government,  and 
those  who  administer  it-'i  It  might  also  be  a  duty 
or  employment  of  a  private  nature.  It  was  an 
employment,  but  office  was  a  more  dignified  name. 
Did  any  one  say  the  Printer  was  not.  an  employ- 
iMntl  If  be  had  no  employment,  he  (Mr.  Bit- 
akd)  would  agree  with  the  Senator  from  Alabama, 
[Mr.. Cut,!  that  he  was  a  quari  officer;  but  if  he 
bad  anemploymenr— if  he  were  entrusted  with  the 
printing  of  all  their  documents,and  their  confidential 
doonntents,  too.he'tbougbt  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania wonldhavesome  difficultyin  showing  that 
he  was  not  an  officer  of  the  Senate.  He  was  employed 
by  the  Senate;  he  was  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
fund;  his  work  was  of  a  confidential  character,  for' 
he  had  the  printing  of  all  their  treaties;  and  yet  he 
was  no  officer  of  the  Senate!  Why,  what  did  he 
do?  Why,  by  means  of  his  lypes,  precisely  what 
their  Secretary  did.  He  transcribed — he  was  a 
copying  clerk,  and  nothing  more  nor  less.  By  (he 
intervention  of  his  types  and  his  press  be  did  what 
their  Secretary  did  with  his  pe  n;  he  transcribed  their 
doenmenls  and  journals,  and  furnished  them  with  a 
certain  number  of  copies.  How  was  he  paid?  Out 
of  the  contingent  fund.  How  was  he  fleeted?  By 
the  body.  And  yet  the  Senator  from  Penasylvania 
(Mr.  BnCRiNAN)  said  he  was  no  officer;  and  ihe  Se- 
nator from  Alabama  (Mr.  Ci.av)  says  aguari officer. 
That  brought  him  to  the  last  proposition,  which 
is,  ii  it  a  contract.  .  If  it  was  a  contract,  he  should 
be  the  last  man  in  the  Senate  to  violate  it.  What 
sort  of  a  contract  was  jtl  A  contract  which  car- 
ried in  gremio  the  principle  of  its.  dissplulton— a 
contract  made  with  an  officer  who  holds  his  office 
at  the  will  of  the  Senate.  He  should  like  to  kiiow 
Whether  the  employment  of  any  officer  was  not  a 
eontrsciT  It  beloogtd  to  this  class  of  coniracis— 
"after  you  have  performed  the  work,  I  will  pay 
yon."'  There  was  the  contraci;  and  in  accepting 
an  office,  which  is  itself  an  office  at  will,  the  percoo 
acceptcd.it  with  this  consideration— that  he  .could 
'be  xemoved  at  any  moment.  It  was  a  parliamen- 
tary office;  and  all  such  were  at  will.  No  principle 
was  better  understood  than  that  all  parliamentary 
officers  are  t(t  mlt.  All  were  at  will.  The  Speaker 
of  tha  House  of  Representatives  was  at  will — they 
n^t  remove  hioi.  Did  not  our  collectors,  dis- 
trici  attom*ys,  and  marshal.^,  hold  their  office  for 
a  period  of  years,  and  yet  with  a  defeasible  con- 
dition? .  . 

And  what  difference  did  the  bond  make?  Did 
not  their  Clerk  give  bondt  And  yfci  was  he  not  re- 
iBovable'r  This  was  the  effect  and  operation  of 
the  bond — simply,  inasmuch  as  they  were  chargnl 
with  a  very  important  duty,  lAat  tkey  perform  tht 
Atly  vith  fidtltty,  at  long  w  they  ftnuin  in  <igUi. 
Tbitwasalt.    There  was  the  limitation  of  it.    It 


was  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  if  an- officer  hohls 
his  office  at  will,  the  same  condition  goes  with  the 
contract.  He  takes  it,  subject  to  the  neceaary  re- 
striction- What,  then,  was  the  contiaci?  We  will 
employ  you  so  long  as  agreeable  for  us,  and  pay 
ypQ  at  a  certain  rate.  And  what  did  the  other 
party  say?  I  will  do  it  at  this  rate — subject  to  yonr 
wish  or  refusal.  There  was  the  contract,  and  the 
whole  contract. 

The  honorable  Senator  said,  this,  was  a  most  ex- 
traordinary proceeding.  He  thoaght  not.  They 
had  full  warning  in  relation .  to  this  matter. 
Did  we  not  tell  them  then  (continued  Mr.  B.) 
that  they  were  doing  what  thej  had  no 
right  to  do,  and,  the  moment  we  had  the 
power,  we  should  correct  it?  Did  they  suppose 
we  would  suffer  a  mere  partisan  to  be  chosen,  and 
thrown  on  ns,  for  whom  we  were  going  to  provide 
the  means  of  support?  We  undertook  to  show  at 
the  time  that  there  was  no  right  to  elact  in  this 
manner.  They  would  do  it;  when  they  had  but  five 
or  six  days  to  remain  in  power.  We  gave  them 
full  warning  that  we  should  dismiss  their  officers 
wtto  hold  their  office  at  will.  It. was  an  exercise  of 
nurt  power,  and  we  should  submit  no  lenger  than 
we  were  compelled  to.  It  was  an  abuse  of  power. 
Was  it  to  execute  the  current  work  of  the  day  that 
he  was  appointed?  By  the  terms  of  that  resolution 
it  was  a  prospeetine  appointment— it  was  under- 
taking to  give  theVi  a  Printer  for  the  27ih  Con- 
gress— to  anticipate  this  matter;  and,  so  for  two 
years  to  come,  we  should  be  compelled  thus  to  sup- 
port a  mere  partisan  editor;  a  paper  that  had  been 
extremely  wanton  in  its  course,  dealing  in  a  fool 
species  of  detraction,  both  as  to  individuals  and 
characters  and  members  of  the  party. 

It  was  an  abuse  of  power  on  their  part;  and  tho 
par^  now  ih  power  would  use  it  in  aorrccting  this, 
at  least,  so  far  as  hts  vote  went. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  there  was  a  question  con- 
nected with  this  case  which  was  preliminary  to  the 
question  under  discussion,  aiid  which  he  wished  to 
put  on  record.  It  was  the  question  of  power;  and, 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  that,  and  makibg  it 
part  of  .the  debate,  he  offered  this  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  whole  resolution,  after  the  word  "Re- 
soJW:" 

"That  Blair  and  Rives  having  been  duly  elecled 
Printers  to  the  Senate,  during  the  late  ses«ion  of 
Congress,  under  the  joint  resolution  of  the  two 
Houses,  prof'iding  for  the  election  of  printers  in 
Congress,  and  the  Sanate  having  acted  with  open 
doors  anti  in  its'  legislative  character,  in  making 
the  election,  it  is  not  now  competent  for  the  Senate 
acting  alone  in  its  executive  character,  to  an- 
nul the  election,  and  thereby  divest  the  rights  which 
Blair  and  Rives  may  have  acquired  from  that  elec- 
ion,  and  the  contraci  resulting  fruni  it."- 

He  intended  to  lay  open  the  whole  ground;  and 
he  would  call  for  the  ayes  and  noes  thereon.. 

The  aves  and  noes  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  say  a  few  woids  in  re- 
ply to  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  (Mr.  Bavahd.] 
That  Senator  had  still  contended  that  the  Printer 
was  an  officer  of  the  Senate.  He  shonid  not  again 
argui  that  question,  bccaase  he  believed  be  bad 
shown  conclusively  that  the  Printer  wasnotsnch 
an  officer.  The  Senator  had  compared  onr  Printer 
with  the  collector  of  the  customs  at  NeW  York,  or 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  here,  both  of  whom 
might  be  removed  at  pleasure,  and  had  contended 
that  the  cases  were  parallel.  He  would  not  now 
stop  to  point  out  the  vast  difference  between  them, 
but  would  confine  himself  to  asking  the  Senator  a 
sinitle  question.  Had  not  the  Senate,  if  soeh  were 
their  pleasure,  a  right  to  make  a'  contraci  with  a 
mechaDic,  be  he  an  officer  or  not  an  officer,  and 
bind  .themselves  >o  perform  it  on  their  part  daring 
the  period  of  two  years?  And  if  they  had  a  right  to 
enter  into  such  a  contract,  have  they  any  constitu- 
tional power  to  nullify  it  at  the  end  of  two  weeks, 
by  dismissing  the  officer,  against  his  will,  jrith  whom 
they  had  thus  contracted? 


Mr.  BAYARD  saidi  Dnqne^tionably,  the  Senate 
might  enter  into  a  contract;  but  all  the  terms  of  the 
contract  must  be  considered.  Patt  of  the  tttrms  of 
thjs  contract  was,  that  it  was  defeasible  in  its  own 
nature.  But  if  the  office  be  held  at  wiU,  the  ingre- 
dient was  incorporated  into  the  contract  itself,  and 
therefore  it  was  defeasible  at  lay  time.  . 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  ooBtinaed<  This  was  pre- 
cisely as  he  had  nnderstood  the  Senator.  This  Se- 
nate, then,  had  the  right  to  enter  into  a  contract 
with  an  Individual  to  perform  its  printing,  wluch, 
by  express  terms,  must  continue  two  years;  itnd 
yet,  in  the  faeo  of  this  positive  siipnlatitin,  it 
might  anniil  the  contract  the  very  next  day;  bc- 
caase, forsooth,  ihe  offiee  was  d-feadbU!  That  was 
the  position  to  which  th«  Senator  was  driven;  and 
if  any  Senator,  however  ingenioos  he .  mjght  be, 
could  define  the  nature  of  sash  acontract,  he  weald 
award  to  him  the  meed  for  his  skiU  and  ingenaiqr. 
The  terms  of  the  contract,  ander  the  joint  resoltl- 
tion,  were  as  precisely  fixed  as  tbotigh  ewii  member 
of  the  Senate  bad  collectively  entered  into  the  fol- 
lowing stipuhoion  with  these  Printers:  "Yon  shall 
do  oar  printing  for  two  years;  and  ifyoashoold 
not  execute  the  work  aeoording  to  your  contract, 
then  onr  Secretary  shall  be  vested  with  the  power 
to  have  snch  portions  of  it  dons  by  others  as  be 
may  think  proper,  charging  yon  with  the  differ, 
ence  between  your  contract  price,  and  what  he 
may  be  obliged  tp  pay."  The  Senate  had  reserved 
no  power  whatever  to  remove  the  Prater  before 
the  termination  of  the  two  yearr,  bat  merely  the 
remedy  on  his  bond,  and  tha  right  of.  punishing 
hipi  for  violating  his  contract,  by  employing 
ano^er  to  do  the  worlr  at  his  expei^se.  The  Eng- 
lish language  conid  not  make  a  more  binding  con- 
tract npon  both  parties,  and  for  the  parpose  of  the 
present  armament,  be  cared  itot  whether  the  Printer 
was  considered  an  officer  or  not. 

Names  were  nothing;  it  was  the  substance  which 
we  ought  to  consider;  and  even  if  the  Printer  were 
an  officer,  which  he  clearly  was  not,  h4  was  one  of 
a  very  different  chaiac'er  from  yonr  Seerelaryt 
your  Sergeant-at-Arois,  or  your  Doorkeeper,  who 
were  removable  at  pleasure.  These  officers  re- 
quired no  capital,  engaged  in  no  expensive  busi- 
ness, and  employed  no  workmen  to  enable  thsm  to 
perform  their  duties.  They  gave  as  their  persotttl 
Services  merely  in  recording  our  proceedings,  serr- 
ing  our  process,preserving  order  in  the  chamber, 
and  performing  other  similar  offices,  for  which  they 
received  a  certain  fixed  salary.  Not  so  the-  Prin- 
ter. He  was  celected  under  a  resolation  of  Con- 
gress, directing  the  manner  in  which  the  printing 
should  b*  executed,  fixing  the  prices  whicb  he  was 
to  receive  for  each  item,  and  assuring  to  him 
the  contract  for  two  years.  Let  him  pat  a  case  to 
the  Senator,  which  might  readily  ocenr  under  tUa 
resolution.  A  Printer  is  choseabv  theSenate,  who 
resides  in  Philadelphia,  New  York,  or  Boston. 
He  invests  fifty  or  a  hundred  thousand- doHars  in 
purchasing  presses  and  paper,  employing  work- 
men, and  setting  up  an  estabtishment  in  Ibis  etty, 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  perform  his  con* 
tract.  Th«  new  Congress  meets;  and  at  Ihe  mo- 
ment of  their  meeiiog,  he  is  fully  prepared  to  ex- 
ecute oar  work;  bat  before  he  can  eiiter  npon  it,  the 
Senate  dismiss  him  fiom  employment,  and  inform 
him  that  he  was  but  an  officer,  whose  appointment, 
to  use  the  laagnage  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware, 
was  defeasible  at  pleasure,  and  that  be  must  snb- 
mit  to  be  rained  without  redress.  Was  there  any 
Senator  who  coald  say  that  this  would  not  be  a 
plain,  palpable  violation  of  public  faith,  for  which 
tbePrinter  conld  obtain  ample  redress  twderhia  «on- 
iraci,  if  the  Senate  conld  be  sued  in  a  court  of  iastico. 
The  concluding  clahse  of  the  joint  resoluUon  de- 
clared, that  "each  House  shall  prooeed  to  ballot 
for  a  Printee."  To  do  what?  To  perform  thp  do- 
lies  of  an  office?  No,  sir:  such  a  word  did  not  oc- 
cur throughout  ths  re«ol«tion;  but  "to  exeoate  its 
work."  And  for  what  period?  "During  the  nejit 
Congress."    What  SKOiity  did  the  Senate  laqque 
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-tbkt  the  Primer  thas  appointed  »hoald  ^faitufnlly 
perform  bis  oontraet?  "A  bond,  with  somties,  to 
tbe  tatiafaedon  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  for 
the  prompt,  aeenrate  and  neat  ezecutioc  of  tbe 
irork,"  not  for  the  performanee  of  any  official 
intj.  And  yet  the  Printer  was  an  officer  who 
ooald  be  dismissed  at  pleasure !  No,  sir,  no.  Blair 
and  Rlres  wen  employed  "to  exeenle  tbe  work" 
of  the  Senate  during  tbe  Twenty-seTenth  Congress, 
not  to  perform  any  official  doties  whatever.  Tbe 
joint  reeolntioD  provided  that  they  should  be  chosen 
Wore  tbe  termination  of  the  36di  Congress;  for,  if 
this  were  not  tbe  case,  no  Printers  could  be  selected 
after  tbe  meeting  of  the  97 ib  Congress  for  either 
Hotise,  except  Qales  and  Seaton  or  Blair  and  Rives. 
In  order  to  prevent  a  monopoly  in  favor  of  Priniets 
who  owhed  larga  establishments  in  this  city,  it  was 
abeolately  necessary  lo^  afford  others  the  time  ne- 
ecssaiy  to  procure  similar  esiaUishments  before 
their  duties  should  commence.  But,'  under 
dw  doctrine  contended  for,  a  Primer  elected 
by  the  Senate  from  Boston,  New  York,  or 
Richmond,  who  '  ha4  prepared  himself  folly 
"to  ezecnte  its  work"  might  be  dismissed  the  first 
day  of  the  session,  and  might  be  informed,  in  the 
language  of  the  Senator  frona  Delaware:  "Yon 
should  not  complain,  for  yon  accepted  this  contract 
under  the  implied  condition  that  we  eonld  tarn 
yon  out  at  pleasure."  No,  sir;  in  order  to  promote 
a  competition  among  printers,  this  joint  resolution 
providied  for  thecreaiidn  of  an  absoluti;  -  contract, 
to  endtue  for  two  years,  which  tbe  Senate  could 
not  violate,  and  on  which  the  Printer  might  confi- 
dently rely.  It  did  not  refer  to  an  office  at  all,  but 
placed  the  subject  on  its  proper  foundation,  that  af 
tbe  execution  work— of  mechanical  labor — not  of 
official  duties.  It  rzqnired  bond  and  security  to  be 
given;  and  also,  that,  in  aase  the  Printer  did  not  per- 
form tbe  work  in  proper  time,  the  Secretary  might 
have  it  performed  bo  others,  at  his  expense.  By- 
the-by,  would  a  Printer,  thus  casually  employed  by 
the  Secretary,  also  become  an  officer  of  tbe  Senate) 
Casting  away  all  the  ingenuity  used  on  the  other 
side  of  the  question,  was  not  this  the  simple '  state- 
ment of  the  easel  I  enter  into  a  contract  to  em- 
ploy a  carpenter,  during  the  period  of  two  years,  to 
build  a  house  or  bouses  for  me,  for  which  1  agree  to 
pay  him  a  fixed  price,  according  to  their  measure- 
meat;  and  I  take  a  bond  and  security  from  him  for 
th«  faithAil  execution  of  bis  contract.  I  stipulate 
with  him,  that,  in  case  he  fails  to  perform  his  duty, 
I  diall  be  at  liberty  to  employ  another  mechanic 
to  take  his  place,  and  that  be  shall  be  answerable 
fi^r  all  damages.  The  moment  be  is  prepared  to 
enter  upon  his  work,  I  turn  about  and  sny^  I  reserv- 
ed, in  my  Own  mind,  tbe  power  of  annulling  the 
eoatraet,  and  I  now  annul  it.  Yon  may  go  about 
your  business.  I  am  above  the  law,  and  you  can- 
-not  recover  any  damages  from  me.  Yon  shall 
lose  the  expense  and  die  trouble  which  yon  have 
inenrred  in  preparing  to  perform  your  eonlraet. 
What  care  I  for  that. 

The  Senate  neither  had  the  moral  nor  the  con- 
atitntional  power  to  violate  thiscontraci;aad,  if  they 
ahontd  do  it,  Blair  and  Rives,  some  day  or  other, 
before  this  or  some  other  tritmnal,  wonld  obtain  an 
ample  indemnity 'for  all  losses  sustained.. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said,  when  the  appoint- 
ment o>  Blair  and  Rives  took  place,  about  teii  or 
twelve  days  ago,  on  his  side  of  the  house  they  con- 
sidered it  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  instances 
of  the  exercise  of  high-handed  power  they  had 
witnessed  during  the  present  session  of  Congress 
from  the  other  side  of  the  house.  By  one  genile- 
■aan— a  gentleman  of  great  candor  and  frankaest— 
it  was  admitted  to  be  an  act  of  power— of  pore, 
naked,  nnqtulified  power.  Well,  on  that  oeca- 
aion,  they  (Mr.  Clat  and  his  friends)  gave  notice 
to  tbe  other  side  of  the  boose— (hey  gave  notice  to 
the  worid  and  to  these  Printers,  that,  if  they  did 
go  into  an  election  nnder  tbe  existing  eircumstances, 
they  (his  side  of  the  house)  should,  at  the  earliest 
jiossible  period,  correct  the  procedure  by  tbe  dis- 
missal of  these  Printers  Oom  office;  and,  on  the 
4th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
dioosand  eight  hondred  and  forty-one— the  very 
day  on  whioi  the  pretended  eontraet  commeoced — 
his  friotd  hear  him  (Mr.  MAMaoM)  offered  the  re- 
•datiiM,  aeeoetog  to  the  terms  of  whuh  these 


men  were  to  be  dismissed,  if  it  were  carried. 
He  had  said  they  considered  it  one  of  the  most  ex- 
traordinary exercises  of  high-handed  power;  for' 
what  was  itt  Why,  when  they  looked  at  its  cha- 
racter, they  wonld  see  it  to  be  an  attempt,  by  a  de- 
feated party,  ta  continue  their  power  and  appoint- 
ments beyond  the  term  of  their  official  power.^  It 
was  an  attempt  to  throw  their  cast-off  clothes  on 
us.  And  what  sort  of  soiled  clothes  were  theyT 
Such,  as  if  my  servant  Charies  had  come  into  my 
presence  with  them,  I  would  have  driven  him  from 
my  presence  for  tbe  indignity. 

The  case  of  Mr.  Rives  had  been  mentioned,  and 
their  sympathi^  were  to  be  excited  for  him.  He 
wonld  describe  the  case  of  Mr.  Rive<  by  an  anec- 
dote. There  was  a  notorious  fellow  named  Tom 
Moore,  who,  after  a  long  course  of  villaay,  got 
into  jail  in  England,  and  while  there  be  innrncled 
a  jackdaw  to  say  a  few  sentences.  Tom  played 
at  cards  In  jail,  and  continued  his  tricki  there  which 
he  httd  practised  when  oiH.  The  jackdaw  looked  on^ 
all  the  time,  and,  as  Tom  cheated  his  companions,' 
the  jackdaw  cried,  "Damn  it,  how  he  nicks  them." 
At  last  Tern  got  hang,  and  the  jackdaw  got  out 
among  some  birds  of  his  own  sort,  ^d  they 
were  discovered  in  a  farmer's  bam  making 
havoc  among  his  corn.  The  farmer  closed  the 
door  upon  them,  and  Tom  Moore's  jackdaw 
fiew  upon  a  beam;  from  which,  as  the  farmer  tore 
off  successively  the  heads  of  the  rest,  he  cried, 
."Damn  it,  how  he  nicks  them."  This  at  length  at- 
tracted the  farmer's  attention,  and,  looking  op,  he 
inqoired,  "Pray,' sir,  how  got  you  heret"  "Bad 
company-  broa«ht  me  here,"  was  the  reply  of  Tom 
Moore's  jackdaw.  And  as  to  poor  Mr.  Rivet,  it 
was  bad  company  that  breugbt  him  here. 

Well,  now,  let  them  go  into  the  circumstances 
of  this  case.'  In  1819,  a  resolution  jvas  passed  by 
which  each  House  agreed  to  appoint  its  own  Prin- 
ter— to  do  what  the  Constitution  aaihorized  them 
to  da  separately.  That  continued  in  force  till 
1829,  wthen  it  was  so  modified  that  a  majority  was 
required  to  consummate  an  election  of  Printer. 
Well,  this  contiDued  in  force,  or  at  least  continued 
to  be  respected;  but  it  was,  if  not  ancooslitntional, 
at  least  unnecessary^,  As  far  back  as  '34  or  '.^5, 
the  House  utterly  disregarded  this  resolution,  and, 
instead  of  patting  the  appointment  of  the  Printer 
at  the  end  of  the  session,  they  had  thrown  the  ap- 
pointment to  the  other  end,  and  made  it  at  tbe  com- 
mencement. So  the  House  had  done  for  the  last 
four  er  five  sessions;  and  it  "was  now  without  ai 
Printer,  having  pnt  off  Uie  appointment  to  the  next 
'session.  But  that  was  not  all.  The  Hotise  had 
not  only  not  considered  itself  bound  by  tbe  resolu- 
tion, which  gentlemen  told  them  was  the  law -of  the 
case,  bat  the  House  had  gone  on,  and,  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  last  session,  had  varied  the  terms,  and 
considerably  reduced  them.  New,  if  the  House 
was  not  bound  by  this  resolution,  on  what  princi- 
ple eonld  it  be  !<aid  that  the  Senate  was  bound?  If 
it  was  a  compact  between  the  two  Houses,  it  was  a 
reciprocal  obligation;  but  if  the  other  House  was 
not  bound,  neither  was  the  Senate  bound; 
and  they  were  neither  bonnd,  because  the 
Constitution,  which  was  paramount  to  all 
law,  gave  them  the  power  to  elect  their  own 
cffieers.  But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia said  this  wa^  a  contract — a  binding,  obligatory 
contract,  tp'  the  execution  of  which  their  honor, 
■heir  good  faith,  their  fair  dealing, were  all  pledged. 
And  how  did  he  make  it  out  a  contract! 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  I  will  answer  the  Senator, 
if  he  will  permit  me. 

Mr.  CL'AY.    At  the  proper  time. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  I  thought  you  desired  an 
answer. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  do  at  the  proper  time:  at  my 
time,  not  at  yonr  time. 

Mu  BUCHANAN.    I  await  yonr  time. 

Mr.  CLAY. .  The  argument  of  his  friend  [Mr. 
Batird]  must  have  satisfied  every  one  that  heard  it,, 
that  it  was  an  office.  What  was  tbe  fact?  Why, 
this  Editor — this  senior  Editor — ^had  stalked  ahput 
this  ball,  day  after  day,  having  got  the  entret  on  the 
express  ground  that  he  was  an  officer  of  the  Senate, 
for  he  eonld  have  got  it  on  no  other  ground.  But 
being  regarded  as  an  officer  of  the  Senate  by  the 
Vice  President,  wbo<had  lately  rae&ted  hit  seat,  he 


walked  about  with  all  tbe  freedom  of  any  other 
person  who  had  the  entree  of  the  Senate.  Thea,  as 
to  this  contract  under  this  resolntioB :  was  it  a 
contract  because  it  specified  tlie  terms,  the  fees,  and 
the  compensatiutti  Why  was  not  that  the  case  with  . 
district  attorneys  and  marshals?  Were  not  the^r 
compensated  by  fees  which  were  specified! 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  The  time  was  not  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  CLAY.  Time  I  let  me  pnt  it  to  that  gen> 
tieman.  Suppose  tbe  party,  when  it  had  the  power, 
had  chosen  to  appoint  a  Printer  for  ten  years,  ran- 
ning  through  General  Harrison's  term  and  into 
that  of  his  sncecessor,  so  as  to  disable  us ,  from  se- 
parating ourselves  and  disencumbering  onrselves 
froni  the  putrid  mass,  so  to  be  lashed  to  our  bodies 
and  borne  by  ns  ttie  whole  time — wonld  the  eoa- 
traet have  been  binding?  Or  suppose  the  eoatraet, 
instead  of  for  a  term  of  years,  had  been  for  lifei 
Now,  in  all  the  cases  he  had  mentioned — those  of 
an  attorney,  a  marshal,  a  clerk,  or  any  other  offi- 
cer—there  were  duties  specified  by  law  and  as 
clearty  enumerated  as  by  the  resolution  of  1819. 
Butall  these  held  office,  subject  to  the  will  of  the 
appointing  power.  Now,  in  all  these  cases,  what 
does  the  contract  amount  to?  To  fulfil  the  dnliea 
while  they  remained  in  the  employment.  Well, 
that  is  part  and  parcel  of  this  contract,  assnmiilg 
that  they  are  officers,  and  he  thought  it  had  been 
proven  by  the  express  terms  of  the  resolution  of  '3S 
and  of '  1 9.  What  did  they  do?  There  was  an  elec- 
tion. .  Who  sncceedi?  The  one  having  a  majority. 
How  voted  foil  By  ballot.  How  declared?  In  the 
usual  mode.  The  whole  ceremony  was  like  that 
this  morning,  when  they  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  a  Sergeant-at-Arms.  '  There  was  an  election  by 
ballot— an  election  by  a  majority;  there  was  the 
giving  of  a  bond,  t^e  taking  of  an  oa<h,  and  the 
performance  of  official  duties;  and,  if  all  these  did 
not  create  an  affice  and  make  a  man  an  officer,  he 
should  like  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to 
favor  bim  with  a  definition  of  an  officer.  It  was 
the  commoa  case,  then,  of  an  officer,  But  they  had 
been  reminded  of  a  passage  of  that  inaugural 
speech  delivered  the  other  day,  and  which  he 
trusted  the  gentlemen  wonld  study  and  profit 
by  in  all  its  parts. 

They  were  reproached  with  violating  some  of  (he 
principles  of  (he  party  coming  into  power,  which 
were. professed  when  cut  of  power.  How?  Why, 
did  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  imaging  that  the 
party  in  power  were  going  to  consummate  the  tri- 
umph of  proscription  by  retaining  this  man,  because 
they  bad  pretested  against  proscription  when  it  waa 
carried  on  in  this  nation  without  regard^to  services 
or  character,  and  when  persons  were  introduced  of 
an  opposite  description  and  of  inferior  mental? 
Could  gentlemen  "  lay  that  flattering  unction  to 
their  aouls?"  Why,  if  they  were  to  let  this  man 
remain,  it  would  be  tbe  triumph  of  proscription— 
an  absolute  triumph.  He  knew  not  what  th^  roles 
might  be  which  would  he  adopted  by  the  Bxecalive 
department  of  the  Government;  but  be  troated 
they  would  see  none  turned  out  but  those  who  were 
incapable,  dishonest,  faithless  to  the  ConstitntioB, 
or  who  had  improperly  intermeddled  with  the  eleo- 
tioiis.  That  was  his  principle;  and  on  a  former  oc- 
casion he  understood  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania as  giving  in  his  adhesion  to  it.  Bat 
gentlemen  seemed  disposed  now  to  pat 
themselves  in  opposition}  and,  on  the  first  day  of 
(his  session,  they  rose  en  mane.  Bat  if  the  gentle- 
men thought  they  could  excite  the  sympathies  of 
tbe  conniry  with  sach  a  being  as  Francis  P.  Blair, 
let  tbem  go  out. with  him  to  the  people,  and  pro- 
claim the  injustice  which  had  been  done  to  him. 
All  he  (Mr.  Clat)  would  wish  was  that  (hey  (Mr. 
CuiT  and  his  political  friends)  might  not  be  asso- 
.ciaicd  with  bim.  If  (hare  was  no  other  ground  for 
his  dismissal,  he  (Mr.  Cli  y)  woold  go  on  the  graand 
of  infamy  of  characMr  of  the  print  and  the  Pria(er. 
They  might  be.  indicted  on  that  ground.  And 
let  him  tell  Senators  that,  the  other  day,  when  tbe 
late  and  tbe  present  President,  in  a  manner  so 
honorable  to  themselves,  were  exchanging  eoarta- 
sies  with  each  other — a  spectacle  with  which  every 
manly  man  must  be  gratified — that  day  was  fixed 
apon  by  this  Globe,  ia  a  foreign  minister  tdd  him— 
for  be  (Mi.  Clat)  scaroely  ever  saw  the  dirty 
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beet Ibat  4*y  this  man  who,  against  their  pro- 
test, and  all  propriety,  was  to  be  forced  open  them, 
selected  to  issne  a  tirade  of  abuse  and  scnrrilit; 
-  agaiast  the  President  in  power.  If  they  re- 
garded the  character  of  the  conntry  at  home  or 
abroad,  be  ought  to  be  dismissed)  and  be  would  lell 
them  there  was  scarcely  one  circumstance  that  had 
done  their  party  more  misobirf  ihan  the  retention 
of  such  a  man  and  sach  a  paper  as  the  official  or- 
gan. Mow,he  said,on  the  groandoX  the  character  and 
repniaiioD  <^  the  man  and  of  the  paper,  4bey  owed 
it  to  Christendom— they  owed  it  to  themselves — 
they  owed  it  to  theparity  of  the  national  character, 
to  disconnect  themselves  at  once  and  forever  from 
these  men.  On  the  gioand  of  the  notorioosly  bad 
character  of  the  print  and  the  Printer,  he  should  in- 
▼oke  the  Senate  to  displace  ihem,  and  give  them 
DO  longer  the  sanction  of  an  official  character. 
And  what  injury  would  be  done  tbeml  They 
were  the  Prioieri  to  the  Senate  to  the  3d  of  March, 
and  they  ezeenled  all  the  duties,  to  that  time. 
Their  new  office,  from  which  it  was  proposed  to 
dismiss  them,  they  did  not  enter  until  the  4th,  and 
they  knew  ibat  the  attempt  wonld  be  made  to  dis- 
miss Ihem.  They  were  notified  of  it;  and  what  inju- 
ry then  could  happeni  As  to  their  bond,  he  hoped, 
a^r  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  an  order  would 
be  made  to  remra  their  bond  to  them.  They  had 
been  pnt  to  no  expense — they  had  incurred  no  out- 
lay. It  was  bat  an  attempt  to  prolong  their  power 
after  the  terminatien  of  Us  legitimate  exercise,  and 
to  force  on  them  (the  present  majority)-  unaccepta- 
ble, onwelcomti  Printers, .  whom  they  bad  gtvea 
notice  ihey  should  attempt  to  remove  as  soon  as 
they  possessed  the  powet  to  do  it.  The  time  had 
now  come,  and  he  trusted  they  should  avail  ihem- 
selvee  of  R,  aild  by  a  majority  adopt  the  resola. 
tion. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  they  bad  been  accused  of 
being  guilty  of  an  abuse  of  power  in  electing  a 
Printer  lor  the  next  Coogress.  Bnt  if  ihis  were  an 
abuse  of  power,  it  was  one  which  arose  out  of  a 
joint  resolution  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  which 
wias  passed  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  and  which 
had  been  repeatedly  acted  upon  by  both  Houses, 
and  with  perfect  uniformity  in  this  body.  It  was 
a  striinge  abuse  of  terms  to  call  that  an  abuse. 
They  were  acting  precisely  in  conformity  with  the 
law  of  the  land;  and  ibey  were  doing  what  had 
been  uniformly  done  by  all  their  predecessors  from . 
the  period  at  which  this  joint  resolution  was  passed 
to  the  present  prriod.  He  repeatedj  then,  it  was 
an  abuse,  a  gross  abnse  of  language  and  truth,  to 
say  Ihis  was  an  abuse  of  power.  Bat  it  was  asked 
to  be  considered  an  abuse  of  power,  because,  at  the 
period  when  they  proceeded  to  ibis  election,  a  new 
Senate  was  about  to  come  into  power,  which  would ' 
be  composed  of  a  political  majority  opposed  to  the 
majority  which  went  into  this  election.  And  here 
again  they  bad  to  complain  of  these  very  Senators 
who  now  diarged  Ibis  on  them  (ibe  preseitt  mino- 
rity) as  an  abuse  of  power.  He  wonld  refer  to  the 
journals  of  the  Senate  of  the  28di  of  February, 
1835,  but  four  days  before  the  expiration  of  that 
body.  And  here  be  would  remark,  that  the  ses- 
sion of  1836  had  been  called  the  expunging  session; 
but  he  thought  that  should  be  changed,  aiid  hereafter 
this  should  be  called  the  expunging  session,  fer  here 
this  body  was  to  expaoge  a  law  of  the  United 
Slates—a  joint  resolution  which  had  all  the  sanc- 
tion of  law;  they  were  about  to  expunge  a  con- 
contract — yes,  this  body  was  about  to  expunge 
bodi  law  and  contract.  Now,  let  them  see  what 
thoae  very  gentlemen,  who  now  charged  the  present 
minority  with  aik  abuse  of  power,  did  before  the 
period  arrived  when  they  had  to  go  into  a  minnri. 
ty.  They  did  what  they  (Mr.  Wilkkb  and  bis 
friend)  did  ten  days  ago— ihey  elecied  a  Printer. 
Herejvere  the  proceedings  on  the  38ihof  Febrnary, 
1835.''  And  mark  the  date — ^bnt  fonr  days  before 
that  Senate  was  to  expire. 

.  I<[r.  Preston,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  moved  that 
the  Sfnate  proceed  to  the  election  of  Printer  of  the 

Senate  to  the  twenty-fourth  Congress. 

.  Mr.^WaiaBT  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
.  itere  ordered,  and  the  qoesttan  was  decided  in  the 
ajfirmative — ayes  27,  noesl8.    Among  those  vot- 
ing in  the  affirmative  were  Mtssn.  Calhosm,  Clat 


of  Kentucky,  Clitton,  Ewimo,  MiaouM,  Paen- 
TjsB,  Pbeston,  SoiTTRtBD.TirLEB,  and  Websteb. 

A  motion  by  Mr.  Bemtoh  io  postpone  the  elec- 
tion was  negatived — Ayes  18,  noes  38. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  election,  and 
after  15  ballbiings,  Mr.  Watoar  moved  to  poMpone 
the  balloting  indeOniteiy,  which  was'  decided  in  the 
negative. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  again  to  ballot,  and 
on  the  18th  ballot,  Messrs.  Qales  and  Sealon 
were  declared  to  be  elected  Printer?  to  the  next 
Congress. 

Then  the  Senators  who  now  charged  on  them 
[Mr.  WiLSER's  side  of  the  House]  as  an  abitse  of 
power,  the  election  of  a  Printer  on  going  into  a 
minority,  did  the  very  same  thing  themselves,  and 
at  a  time  when  ihey  were  going  into  a  mipority,  by 
the  election  of  .Oales  and  Seaton.  And  what  did 
the  Democraticmtijority  do?  In  1836,  having  then 
a  majority  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  did 
they  come  forward  and  annul  the  contract 
and  the  Jaw  of  the  land!  No:  they  had  too 
much  regard  for  the  sanctity  of  the  Jaw,  to  place 
unhallowed  hands  -on  a  contract  which  had  been 
entered  idto  in  pursuance  of  law;  and,  though,  ihey 
had  an  absolnte  majority ,lhey-snbmitted  as  freemen 
jonght,  and  allowed  Qales  and  Seaton  to  continue  as 
Printers  to  the  Senate,  and  daring  tbeir  two  years 
to  derive  all  tbe  profits  arising  therefrom,  which 
weie  enormous.  He  repealed,  they  were  allowed 
to  remain  as  the  Printers  to  the  Senate,  by  a  majority 
opposed  to  them  in  sentiment.  He  had  almost 
said,  how  dare  gentlemen,  in  the  face  of  this 
fact,  and  in  the  face  of  the  coimiiy,  charge  the 
Democratic  members  now  With  an  abate  of 
poweil 

Wei),  but  what  were  the  reasons  given?  Here 
was  a  motion  Io  dismiss  the  Printen,  and  reasons 
were  given.  One  was  the  infamy  of  the  Printer. 
What !  was  that  Printer  who  was  charged  to  be  an 
officer  of  the  Senate,  and  whom  ibey  were  asked  lo 
dismis<,  on  his  irial?  And  were  the  Senators  his 
judges?  If  so,  who  were  his  acciisers?  What 
were  ihe-  charges?  What  was  the.  evidence  on 
which  those  charges  were  to  be  supported?  For 
one,  he  (Mr.yfihKn)  challenged  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  to  the  proof.  ~  lie  called  for  specl^ca- 
tions,  and  for  proofs,  and  he  appealed  lo  Ihem  not 
to  condemn  unheard;  Infamy  of  oharacler !  He 
denied  it,  and  he  again  called  npen  gentlemen  for 
proofs.  Did  they  not  all  know,  and  bad  they  not 
met,  year  after  year,  and  during  this  very  year. 
Senators  and  Representatives  opposed  to  us 
in  polities,  and  one  who  is  now  a  cabinet  minister 
of  General  Harrison,  in  social  converse  with,  and 
partaking  of  the  hospiialiiy  of,  the  man  who  was 
now  charged  with  infamy  of  character?  If  he  were 
infamous,  did  that  cabinet  minister  partake  of  his  in- 
famy—-for  he  was  an  individual  who  bad  known  this 
I^inwr,  and  bis  private  character  Well,  in  Ken- 
tucky dtiring  the  period  of  his  lesidenee  there, 
and  more  recently  in  Washington.  He  (Mr.' 
Wilker)  challenged  proof  of  that  character.  <lf 
be  was  to  be  turned  out,  let  him  be  heard — give 
him  the  privilege  of  an  American  citizen.  Let 
him  be  confronted  with  his  accusers,  and  let  proof 
be  adduced.  Not  only  did  the  Senator  who 
made  this  charge  reflect,  on  the  cabinet  minis- 
ter who  had  partaken  of  this  Printer's  hospi- 
tality; bnt,  when  he.  charged  this  Printer  with 
ibfamy,  did  he  intend  to  charge  infamy  upon 
every  Senator  opposed  to  him  [Mr.  Cut]  in  poli- 
tics, who,  ten  days  ago,,  voted  for  ihis  man  as  the 
Printer  of  tbe  Senate.  Reasons  must  be  given,  and 
this  ninst  he  the  reason.  Szecntion  must  be  done. 
Tbe  blood  of  the  first  Demoeratio  victim  was  that 
day  to  be  sprinkled  on  that  altar,  but,  instead  of  being 
rendered  infamous,  he  would  be  exalted  as  the  first 
martyred  victim,  under  the  proscriplive  principles 
of  the.  new  Admioistraticn.  But,'  if  he  could 
not  be  reiiioved  on  tbe  ground  of  infamy  of 
diaraeter,  which  he  (Mr.  Walkeb)  wboUy  de. 
nied,  on  what  other  ground  was  he  to  be  removed? 
Why,  it  was  plainly  on  political  and  partjf  grounds. 
If  he  was  to  be  removed  because  be  was 
the  head  of  a  party  press,  and  ihe  head  of 
anoiber  party  press  was  to  succeed  him,  it  was 
a  direct  attack  on  tbe  liberty  of  the  press.  This 
man  was  to  be  pnnifhed  because  he  bad  advocated 


political  doctrines  opposed  to  those  of  the  majority 
of  this  body,  and  a  system  of  rewards  and  punidi- 
ments  was  to^be  adopted  to  influence  the  press. 
A  poUtical  editor  was  to  be  punished,  and 
a  political '  editor  whose  doctrines  are  jponso- 
nant  with  those  of  the  present  majority  of 
this  Senate  was  lo  be  rewarded.  It  was  a 
most  daring,  open,  and  fisgrant  attack  on  the  liber- 
ty of  the  press.  It  had  bnt  one  parallel,  and  that 
was  the  celebrated  case  of  William  Doane,  who,  in 
1800,  daring  the  last  expiring  days  of  the  dynasty 
of  the  elder  Adams  when  carryiag  oat  the  sedi- 
tion la*,  was  brought  op  on  a  charge  of  libel  on 
that  body.  .  That  Democratic  eStor  had  op- 
posed  tbe   administration   of  John   Adams he 

had  opposed  tbe  violence  of  many  of  its 
acts  and  proceedings;  and  for  this  he  was  brought 
lip  before  the  Senate  of  the  United. Slates.  And 
when  he  was  called  up,  tbe  counsel  that  hn- pro- 
posed to  advocate  his  cause — the  then  Mr.  Dallas 
and  Mr.  Cooper — were  refused  to  be  beard, 
and  be  was  directed  to  be  prosecuted  for 
a  libel  on^  the  Senate  of  tbe  United  States. 
Bat  that,  ''the  first  attack  that  was  made 
on  the'  liberty  of  the  press,  in  the  person  of 
William  Duane,  consigned  most  of  its  aotors,  if 
not  to  infamy,  at  least  io  expulsion  from  political 
power;  and  he  (Mr.  Wilker)  warned  gentlemen 
that  this  act,  that  this  bringing  down  of  the  politi- 
cal guillotine  on  the  bead  of  this  individual— tbe 
depriving  him,  in  this  summary  manner,  of  his  con- 
tract, wiOioDt  charge,  without  accuser,  without  spe- 
cification or  accusation,  and  without  being  hesurd, 
might  be  followed  by  similar  effects.  It 
would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  to  delude  tbe  coun- 
try on  this  subject:  there  was  not  a  human  being 
that  would  believe  that  this  was  not  a  political  pro- 
scription— that  this  man  was  not  proscribed  and  de- 
prived ofhis  office  orcontraot  because  he  was  ihefdi- 
tor  of  a  free  press,  and  promulgated  doctrines  that 
weie  opposed  to  those  uf  the  party  in  power.  For  that, 
in  this  summary  manner,  they  were  to  violate  both 
law  and  contract;  and,  in  the  language  of  the  sum- 
mary resolution  of  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina, they  were  lo  dismiss  him  from  office.  Well, 
let  it  be  done;  and,  though  the  dismissal  might  be 
summary,  be  (Mr.  Walker)  said  it  might  end 
in  the  dismissal  of  those  whose  first  act  was  pro- 
scription. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HDNTINQTON, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Tdksd*t,  March  9, 1841. 
Tbe  resolution  to  dismiss  Blair  andKives  as 
Printers  to  the  Senate,  being  taken  up — 

Mr.  HUNTING-TON  said,  when  be  rose  yester- 
day to  address  the  Senate,  it  was  not  his  intention 
lo  discuss,  at  large,  tbe  merits  of  this  resolutien; 
nor  was  it  now  his  purpose  to  do  so.  When,  a  few 
weeks  since,  they  had  before  the  Senate  the  resolu- 
tion to  appoint  these  gentlemen  Printers  lo  the  Se- 
nate, he  improved  the  opportunity  to  express  his 
views  on  some  of  the  points,  incldeatally,  and  oa 
others  more  particularly,  which  were  involved  in 
the  resolution  now  before  the  Senate.  It  was  not  his- 
purpose  to  repeat  them;  and  he  would  not  now  say 

'  one  word  on  the  resolution,  were  it  not  that  he  felt 
desirous  to  reply  to  some  of  tbe  arguments  that  had 

,  been  ui^d  agarnst  it— some  reply  to  what  bad  been 
brought  forward;  and  he  asserted  (with  deference 
to  tbe  honorable  member  to  whom  he  should  al- 
lude)what  he  considered  some  of  tbe  most  extra- 
ordinary positions  which  bad  been  adranced  in  th« 
Senate.  And  although  it  was  slated  by  the  hono- 
rable Senator  from  Pennsylvania  ^Mi.  Bdcbanah] 
who  advanced  them,  that  he  believed  he  could  be 
sustained  by  every  judge  on  the  bench  below  ihem, 
and  by  every  judge  and  respectable  lawyer  in  tbe 
Onion,  notwithstanding  bis  respect  for  bis  |Mr> 
B's]  legal  attainments  and  his  abilities,  he  felt  al- 

,  most  constrained  to  say  that  he  did  not  believe, 

'  that  out  of  tbe  Senate  these  positions  wonld  have 
been  advanced  and  aiiempled  to  be  maiaiained  by 
any  respectable  prbfessional  lawyer,  or  that  the 
opinions  could  be  lawfully  maintained.  He  might 
be  wfong.  He  did  not  profess,  and  ought  not  to 
have,  entire  confidence  in  his  own  views,  but  he 
believed  that  on  an  analysis  of  the  subject,  it 
would  be  found  that  the  charges    against  them 
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could  not  be  neccssfnUy  maiouined.    VfhaX  were 

Ihejl 

I.    UL  That  (be  office  of  PrinieT  to  this  body  is  in 

no  sense  an  office  j-thltf  wbat  he  does  m  meiely 

mechanical ;  tfaat  he  is  employed  under  contract, 

and  not  is  an  officer,  and  as  such,  not  sobject  to 

temoral. 

3.  That  if  be  be  an  officer,  it  is  competent,  for 
this  body  to  contract  with  him  as  such;  that  they 
bad  BO  right,  and  it  would  be  a  breach  of  faith 
and  honor  on  the  part  of  this  Senate  to  pass  this 
resolution,  for  (be  effect  of  it  wooM  be  to  break 
their  plighted  faith,  and  disregard  their  plighted 
honor.  '  ., 

These  were  the  two  pontions;  and  it  would  be 
his  design  to  show  that  ihey  had  no  foundation  in 
principle  or  in  analogy. 

The  Senator  bad  slated  what,  be  had  no  doubt, 
was  the  eonWctioa  of  his  own  mhtd  to  this  Senate, 
and  it  had  gone  forth  to  the  country  that  a  repeal, 
or  rather  that  a  removal  and  disminal  of  these  men 
implied  in  it  a  breath  of  contract;  and  those  who 
sudtained  the  resolution  now  on  the  uble  were  to 
be  held  out  to  the  community,  as  those  who,  in 
effect,  were  prepared  to  break  down  the  iaviola- 
bility  whitih  ought  to  b«  thrown  around,  and  by 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  country  is  thiown 
around,  all  JMal  constitutional  contracts. 

He  (Mr.  R.)  did  not  belong  to  that  class  of  po- 
liticians who  think  all  is  fair  in  polities;  nor  to 
another  class,  who  think  that  ih?  spoils  belong  to 
the  victors;  nor  yet  to  another  class,  who  ihink  that 
the  supremacy  of  the  laws,  and  the  solemnity  and 
binding  obligation  of  eontrtfcis,  is  not  to  be  main- 
tained.  Not  his  habits,  his  employment,  his  busi- 
ness in  life,  had  led  hint  at  least  to  the  maintenance 
of  what  he  oonoeived  Ime  doctrine;  and  that  was, 
that  the  laws,  the  Constitution  and  laws,  are  su- 
preme, and  to  be  maiotained;  and  diat  lawful  con- 
tracts are  to  be  enforced.  When  ibis  was  presented, 
(if  ever  sach  a  case  should  pccur,)  that  a  reseln- 
tion  should  be  passed  by  eitber  branch  of  Congress, 
or  both,  direedng  the  performance  of  a  great  pub- 
he  work,  afler  a  contract  bad  been  made,  they 
would  not  find  him  one  that  would  rise  in  \ug  {rface 
and  offer  a  resolution,  lb  at  the  contract  should  be 
rescinded. 

He  should  not  contend  that  it  was  not  binding, 
and  support  a  resolution  which,  if  passed,  would 
destroy  the  obligatory  foroe  of  the  contract.  No: 
if  this  resolution  implied  in  it  any  thing  of  the  na- 
ture of  a  breach  of  contract — if  its  effect  was,  in 
the  slightest  degree,  to  violate  the  honor  and  faith 
of  the  Senate,  he  would  be  one  of  the  last,  in  this 
body  to  interfere  with  its  due  and  free  execution. 

But  believing,  a*  he  did,  that  there  was  in  this 
act  proposed  to  be  done,  no  interference,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  wii)i  any  contract,  expressed  or 
implied — believing  it  was  in  the  power  of  this  Se- 
nate to  pass  this  lescdution,  in  the  legal,  constitu- 
tional power;  and  believing,  further,  that  it  was  re- 
quired, he  should  come  up,  and,  if  there  were  any 
respoimbility  in  voting  in  Ciror  of.  it,  he  should 
take  this  responsibility,  and  feel  that  he  was  dis- 
charging what  he  not  only  had  a  right  to  do,  but 
what,  under  the  circumstances,  was  an  imperious 
duty. 

Ihe  resolution  implied  two  things:  one  wai — 
that  this  Senate  has  the  r^ht  to  dismiss  its  Prin- 
ters; 

And  the  other' was — that  it  is  expedient  to  exer- 
cise that  right.  These  Were  the  only  two  points 
involved  in  the  retolntion. 

In  relaiioii  to  the  Grst-.-whether  they  had  the 
right  to  pass  it  (he  did  not  mean  merely  to  vote  on 
it)  but  whether  they  had  the  moral  right  to  pass  this 
resoiniioii— he  proposed,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
the  objections  whidt  had  been  urged  against  it  by 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (and  be  would  con- 
sider it  in  a  very  brief  manner,  for  it  lay  within  the 
compiass  of  a  nut-ehell,)  to  endeavor  to  muieer 
them. 

Suppose  there  had  been  no  joint  resolmioo.  The 
resolution  to  elect  ihsm  did  not  purport  on  its  face 
to  be  \n  consequence,  or  pursuance  of  a  joint  rsso- 
Intion,  It  was  nothing  more  or  lets  than  this:  "As- 
solved,  That  the  Senate  will  to-morrow  proceed  to 
the  appointment  of  a  Printer" — not  for  two  years, 
undar  the  joint  resolution  pf  1^19,  but  "fyi  ^ezt 


Congress."  Suppose  there  had  been  no  joint  reso- 
lution prescribing  the  duties,  the  compensation,  the 
mode  of  appointment,  &c.  and  they  ba<i  appointed 
the  Printer,  could  theyuot  have  removed  him  under 
ihk  resolniioni 

Is  be  an  officer  of  the  bodyt  If  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  was  right,  they  could  not-  have  re- 
moved him,  if  there  bad  been  no  joint  resolntisu; 
because,  he  tells  you,  that  he  is  not  an  •  fficer — that 
it  is  a  contract  made,  and  we  cannot  dissolve  it  by 
our  own  act. 

This  brought  op  the  qaeslion,  whether  the  Prin- 
ter was  an  officer  or  nott  Hie  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania said  be  was  not,  but  that  he  was  no  more, 
such  than  many  individuals  who  performed  ser- 
yicas  for  the  Senate;  and  acks,  "is  the  'page 
who  waits  on  us  an  officetl  Is  the  person  that 
makes  our  fire,  prepares  our  stationery,  or  repairs 
the  clock,  an  officei?''  And  then  asks  whether  they 
are  not  as  much  officers  as  the  Printers  to  this  bodyl 
They  were  required  to  do  certain  specific  act.^,  and 
so  is  a  printer.  How,  then,  do  you  distinguish  be- 
tween Ihe  twot  Did  not  ibe  intelligent  and  honora- 
ble Senator  perceive  the  ditfereoce;  the  difference  be- 
tween the  page  that  waits  on  us  here,  not  appointed 
by  the  Senatei  and  the  Primer  appointed  by  the 
body?  If  the  Printer  was  not  an  officer,  be  (Mr. 
H.)  wanted  to  kuow  wbat  was  an  officer?  Is  our 
Secretary  an  offi<:er1  He  took  it  for  granted  that 
this  would  be  agreed  to  by  all.  Why  was  he  an 
officer?  Was  it  not  because  he  has  certain  duties 
to  perforin,  and  because  ne  is  appointed  by  the 
body  to  perform  these  duties?  Wa^  not  that  the 
reason?  But  the  page,  and  the  man  that  repaired 
their  clock,  was  not  appointed  by  the  body;  the 
Secretary  employs  him,  and  appoints  him,  but 
not  the  body  itself;  he  was  not,  therefore,  an  officer 
of  the  body.  If  a  Printer  wajs  not  an  oMcer,  Ihey 
had  not  an  officer,  except  the  Vice  President,  whom^ 
the  CoDStitniion  declares  an  officer;  and  whom 
yon  caanot  remove,  except  for  misdemeanor,  for 
there  was  not  the  slightest  difference,  excepting  the 
duties  to  b;  performed,  between  the  Printer  and 
Secretary.  What  does  the  Secretary  perfeim? 
How  was  he  appointed?  By  the  body — to  perform 
certain  datirs  necessary  to  tbe'well  being  and  honor 
of  Ibe  body.  What  is  your  Printer?  Does  he  not 
your  printing,  instead  of  writing  it  out?  Do  yon 
not  require  of  bim  the  performance  of  certain  acts? 
What  difference  is  there  between  the  two,  except* 
log  that,  in  the  one  ease,  your  Secretary  does  cer- 
tain specified  duties,  and  has  an  annual  salary;  the 
Printer  doss  tome  others,  and  has  a  different 
compensation?  But  in  both  cases  it  was  a  public 
office — a  public  appointment,  made  by  the  body 
under  the  Constitution,  under  which  tbey  were 
asseipbled. 

Was  there  any  mistake  in  this?  Was  he  mis- 
taken as  to  the  conclusion  they  most  come  to,  inde- 
pendent of  the  joint  resolution?  And  could  any  one 
doubt  that  when  under  the  joint  resolution  they  de- 
clared they  wodld  appoint  an  officer,  whether  they 
didappoint  an  officer?  They  appointed  one  jrcater. 
day,  ^ihe  Sergeant-at-Arms.)  Was  be  an  officet? 
Could  they  not  remove  him  to  day,  just  as  they 
could  tb«  Secretary— ;jasl  what  the  President  does 
every  day  he  pleases — remove  «n  officer  that  he 
appoints?  Did  the  fact  that  his  duties  are  mechani- 
cal make  the  slightest  difference  in  the  case?  It 
seemed  to  him  perfectly  manifest,  that,  independent 
of  the  appointment  of  Printer  under  the  joint  reso- 
lution, liiere  could  not  be  the  slightest  doubt  that 
such  a  person,  appointed  to  perform  such  duties  by 
this  body,  was  an  officer.  If  he  wa;,  (and  nothing 
else  was  the  eve,)  no  principle  of  parliamentary 
law,  was  better  settled  than  that  an  officer  holds  his 
office  at  the  will  of  the  body  appoinliug  him.  He 
should  not  go  into  an  illustration  sf  this  point,  for 
he  was  sure  that  be  should  have  the  assent  of  all 
Senators  to  this — that,  as  a  general  rule,  the  Clerk, 
the  Secretary,  and  pffieers  of  Parliament,  bold  their 
office  at  the  pleasure  of  the  appointing  power. 

Another  reason  why  be  might  be  removed.  It  was 
not  only  incident  tu  the  nature  of  the  office  that  he 
might  be  removed.'biit  indispensable,  as  the  case  may 
be,  to  the  due  observance  of  the  rights  of  the  Se- 
nate. If  iheir  Secretary  should  think  proper  to  di- 
vulge confidential  commnnioations  made  to  this 
body,  could  they  not  remote  bim?    Cgnld  they  not 


pass  a  resolution  dismissing  him,  and  appetat  i 
ther?  Suppose  he  iDsnIled  them  in  open  Senate- 
were  they  obliged  to  keep  bim  in  office  as  Seeretary? 
Were  tbey  obliged  to  go  through  the  formalily  of 
proceedings  to  remove  bim,  or  could  they  not  get 
rid  ef  him  at  once?  How  was  it  with  the  Printeit 
Suppose  he  should  abuse  their  confidence,  a^ 
when  a  confidential  communication  was  given  to 
him,  should  publish  it  in  bis  newspaper— was  it 
not  indispensable,  as  the  case  might  be,  to  the  pre' 
servation  of  the  rights  of  the  Senate,  that  this  pet*- 
'  son  should  be  dismissed?  It  was  inherent  in  itw 
very  constitution  of  the  body:  unless  they  bad  the 
power  to  remove  a  person  whom  ihey  appointed  as 
a  servant,  there  was  an  end  to  the  body — at  aajr 
rate,  to  the  preservation  of  its  honor  and  dignity. 

He  would  not  enlarge  further  on  this,  but  weuld 
a-ssume,  if  there  were  no  joint  resolution  on  this 
subject,  the  ease  would  be  cliar,  and  then  thtr 
cotild  pass  this  resolution '  without  the  slightest  in- 
fringement of  obligaiion. 

Thii  brought  him  to  the  more  important  point,' to 
the  able  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl**- 
{  nia,  in  which  he  had  said  »v«y  thing  that  conid  be 
said,  with  that  skill  and  ingenuity  thai  alWayi  cha- 
racterized him  in  debate.  What  was  ibe  resola- 
tion?  He  would  not  now  go  into  the  difference  be- 
tween the  resolutien  of  1819  and  >99.  That  of 
1819,  if  any  lawyer  would  examine,  he  would  see 
that  it  expended  its  force  at  the  first  appointment 
He  agreed  that  of  1839  provided  (bat  there  fhonhf 
bean  appoiatment  within  the  last  thirty  days  of  ihe 
session;  but  it  did  not  say  how  long  he  must  hold 
it;  that  ofl819  did— "for  two  years."  Diditmake 
Ibe  slightest  difference  in  point  of  principle  whether 
this  officer  was  appointed  under  the  joint  reeoln- 
linn  or  without  iij  It  was  not  the  creation  of  an 
office;  the  Constitution  had  presisribed  in  relation  to 
this.  The  Constitution  said  they  should  appoint 
him;  and  though  the  joint  resolution  was  merely 
carrying  out  this  principle,  it  did  not  make  an  of- 
fice— Ibis  was  what  he  supposed  to  be  a  misappre- 
hension of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  afi  to 
its  nature.  Was  ibere  any  ihing  in  the  resolniioa 
which  made  him  less  ah  officer  than  if  he  was  i^ 
pointed  without  it?  ^o  far  from  it,  the  resolution, 
even  of  1819,  did  nothing  more  nor  less  than  thi»— ■ 
it,^inted  out  in  wordx,  specifically,  certain  duties  to 
be  performed  by  the  Printen;  it  directed  the  mode 
in  which  it  was  to  be  performed — the  compensap 
tiott;  and  then  specified  the  time  when  to  be  ap- 
pointed; that  was  all.  He  asked  the  atteatioa  of 
the  Senator  trom  Pennsylvania  to  this  view  of  the. 
joint  resolution.  He  (Mr.  B.)  considered  it  as  ere- 
ating  a  contract  between  the  two  parties.  There 
was  ne  contract  in  this  resolution — nothing  in  Ite 
form  and  nature  of  a  contract — nothing  more  nor 
less  than  a  declaration  ihat  ihey  had  certain  duties 
to  perform,  how  they  should  be  paid  for,  and  then 
at  what  time  the  officer  toperform  them  shall  be 
appointed.  But  did  this  make  him  less  an  affionrt 
Was  there  any  thing  of  the  nature  of  a  contmet 
connected  with  ii?  If  any  one  (which  he  denied) 
admitted  that  a  contract  grew  out  tf  the  office,  it 
\Bas  one  which,  if  Ibe  office  becomes  vacant,  or 
the  officer  be  removed,  was  annulled  and  the  of- 
ficial bonds  uiih  it,  which  are  nothing  more  nor 
less  than  a  bond  for  the  Caithfnl  performance  of  the 
duties  while  in  office. 

.  He  would  illustrate  his  View  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tion by  a  case  which  was  so  perfectly  analogone, 
that  the  human  mind  could  not  distinguish  between 
them.  Tbey  had  what  was  called  a  sob-treasurer; 
and  then  his  duties  are  pointed  out,  and  themodeand 
time  when  to  be  appointed — (hat  was  explained  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  If  he  had 
not  been  appointed  by  the  resolution,  he  must  have 
been  by  the  President  of  lbs  Uaiied  Slates. 

Now,  because  the  duties  were  pointed  out,  the 
compensation  pointed  out,  and  because  be  gives 
bond  and  security,  could  not  the  President,  remove 
him?  Was  there  any  doubt  about  this?  TbeTten- 
fcuier  of  the  United  States  has  certain  duties  to  per- 
form. Who  appoints  him?  The  (Tonstitnlion  says 
the  President,  unless  Congress  provide  some  other 
manner.  Is  the  Treasurer  an  officer?  Admitted. 
Cab  be  be  removed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  PresideBt? 
Why,  has  he  not  entered  into  a  bond  to  disehuge 
the  duties  faithfUly?    And  if  this  TntffVtt  iMmS^ 
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aa  officer,'  htving  specific  daiies  lo  perrorm,  aiid  as  il 
sneb  coald  be  discharged,  notwitliJiaDdiiig  he  had. 
been  appointed,  coold  not  the  Printer,  who  is  ap- 
pointed an  officer  under  ibe  joint  resolution,  pofnt- 
iog  ODt  his  dalles,  be  removed?  Let  us  taice  the 
ease  of  the  Sfcreiary  of  the  Senate  Suppose,  in- 
stead of  there  being  any  law  on  the  sobject,  he  was 
•ppbinted  by  joint  resolotioD,  or  otberwiiC — that 
the  becretary  of  (he  Senate  and  the  Cleik  of  the 
House  of  ReprMentatives  should  perforih  certain 
dalles,  pointing  theih  out — he  wonld  suppose  thera 
was  a  similar  joint  resolution,  only  substituting  the 
"Secretary"  for  the  "Printer"— that  hereafter  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  Hanse 
shall  be  confined  to  these  dnties,  to  wit :  (h« 
then  specified  the  dtfties ;)  and  that  he  shall 
leedve  his  compensation,  (3,0J)0  per  year, 
dnriag  Ibe  nest  Congress,  and  then  that 
it  proceed,  just  as  this  has  done,'  "that  on  the 
first  Thnisdly  Of  the  first  session  of  each  Congress 
they  shall  be  appointed."  JSnppose  that  it  wasio 
itie  form  of  a  joint  resolution,  ceald  they  not  re. 
moTe  their  Secretai/  if  ihey  pleasedl  Suppose 
we  bad  required  bonds  of  him:  cannot  we  remove 
him  because  his  duties  are  pointed  ou.t]  He 
UtoD^t  there  was  no  doubt  on  this  subject.  Could 
ihey  not  do  the  same  with  the  Printer?  He  might 
go  •&  and  mnltiply  these  remaiks  almost  indefi- 
nitely. As  to  the  nature  of  this  lesolntien,  he  would 
Mot  now  go  on  into  the  discu^ion  of  it  at  length. 
He  should  not  inquire  whether  il  was  one  that  could 
Hot  be  repealed  by  either  body,  without  the  consent 
of  the  President  of  the  TTnited  States,  but  be  wish- 
ed to  proceed  on  the  principle  that  it  was  a  law — a 
joint  resolution;  and  then  siid  that  there  was  no- 
thing more  in  the  joint  resolution  than  a  declara- 
tton  of  the  duties  to  be  performed,  and  ihe.compFn- 
sation  lo  be  paid;  and  this  was  the  case  with  any 
officer. 

One  word  more^  They  had  now,  in  the  ease  Of 
tbeir  Secretary,  witboat  the  joint  resolution,  the  du- 
ties marked 'out  for  him,  implied  by  law.  Did 
there  not  attach  to  every  officer  of  the  Senate  cer- 
tain dnties  that  he  must  do?  That  he  must  be 
prompt  in  his  attendance  here — that  he  treat  this 
body  with  all  due  respect  anddecorum?  Wai  not 
this  implied  in  the  very  nature  of  his  office? 

Did  the  joint  resolution  add  any  thing  to  the  na- 
tare  of  his  obligations?  Was  he  less  an  officer? 
less  snbjecl  to  removal?'  If  he  did  not  very  much 
mistake  the  nature  of  the  joint  resolution — for  he 
could  not  think  that  any  (entlesan  who  vot«l  for 
il  supposed  that  there  was  any  thing  more  in  it  thait 
the  declaration  of  what  specific  duties  should  be 
performed' — that  was  all  that  the  joint  resolutiisn 
proposed.  He  was  an  officer  just  as  much;  so 
that  the  joint  resolution  and  the  whole  subject  was 
brought  within  the  compass  of  a  single  inquiry, 
and  that  was — Indepelident  of  this  joint  resolution, 
(if  they  had  merely  passed  «  vole  declaring  that 
Ihey  would  appoint  a  Printer  for  the  next  Con- 
gress,) could  they  not  remove  him?  -  And  if 
ihey  eonid  not,  he  begged  leave  t*  know  if  there 
was  any  officer  whom,  if  they  chose,  they  had  not 
'the  powerip  remove? 

He  would  endeavor,  as  well  as  he  could,  to 
.  oompress  his  remarks  within  a  short  compass. 
Tbeceneral  view  that  he  hadin  relation  Ifs  this  mat- 
.  ler,  considered  this  Priater  as  an  officer  under  the 
Oonstitjation-,  such  an  officer  a*,  by  acknowledged 
partiamentary  law,  is  removable.  The  joint  resolor 
tion  did  not  make  the  slightest  difference  in  the 
■attneofthe  office;  ^hd  in  this  point  of  view,  he 
was  prepared  to  say  that  the  Senaie  has  the  power 
of  exercising  what  was  called  their  light, 
of  renioviiig  or  dismissing  these  Printeis  from 
office. 

On  the  question, whether  they  should  exercise  itor 
not,  he  widied  merely  lo  say,  that,  the  manner  and . 
the  circumstances  under .  which  this  appoinlmenl 
was  made,  not  only  justified,  bntdemanded  of  them, 
that  they  should  exercise  this  power;  and  that  was 
tile  piincipleon  which  they  weie  ptepared  to  place 
it,independento^  other  considerations.  He  hrld  i,t 
10  be  expedient  to  make  this  removal. 

He  knew  much  wa«  said  yesterday  aboat  '"pro- 
aeription,"  and  we  were  told  that  the  fiat  blood  .of 
Ihe  first  martyr  was  to  be  shed  on  your  table. 
There  was  something  rather  ladicrons  in  Ibis  idea, 


of  these  gentlemen  being  niartyrs  under  the  clrcum- 
sjances  under  which  they  were  appointed. 

He  Wished  to  correct  what  he  thought  an  error. 
The  Senator  from  Mississippi  had  said,  when  the 
appointment  of  a  Printer  wa.'t  inade  by  the  Senate 
in  1834  and  '35,  it  wax  an  appointment  by  one  po- 
litical body,  'when  another,  at  the  next  seesion, 
would  be  of  a  dilTerem  character.  He  did  not  so 
understand  it.  There  never  had  been  an  instance 
until  the  present,  of  one  political  party  in  either 
branch  of  Ccmgress  appointing  Printers  for  the 
body  to  succeed  them,  when  it  was  known  that  at 
the  next  session  there  wonld  be  a  change  in  the  ma; 
jority  of  the  body;  he  believed  not  a  single  one. 
Heagreed  With  the' Senator  from  Mississippi,  that 
at  that  session  those  who  were  in  the  mihority  at 
the  commencemenr,  unexpectedly  became  a  ma- 
jority, and  the  Printer  was  not  removed.  Look  at 
your  journal;  do  yon  not  find  that  the  same  body 
that  appoitiied  the  Printer  in  the  s'ssion  of  1834- 
'35,  appointed  the  committees  at  the  next  session. 
They  all  koew  what  was  the  6ccasion,  in  soine  re- 
spects, of  the  change  that  look  place.  A  number 
of  the  members  were  removed  by  death.  He  copld 
tell  of  one;  and  when  he  thought  of  his  name,  he 
was  filled  with  esteem  and  respect— jie  meant  his 
predecessor,  the  late  Mr.  Smith,  Who  came  at  the 
coinmencement  of  The  session,  and,  before  its  close,., 
the  Supreme  Being,  in  his  in.'^crutable  Providence, 
removed  hiqi  by  death.  He  did  not  speak  of  others 
who  were  itius  taken  out  of  the  Senate.  Thus  a 
change  was  effected  in  the  body-    . 

He  repeated,  so  fkr  as  he  knew,  (here  never  had 
been  an  officer  appointed  by  this  body,  by  a  politi- 
cal paHy  going  out  of  power,  when  it  was  known 
that  the  succeeding  wonld  be  of  a  differeiit  charac- 
ter. This  was  the  fetj  fir&t  time,  ia  the  history  of 
Ibis  Government,  in  which  an  attempt  was  made, 
by' a  defeated  party  jnst  going  out  of  office,  to  elect, 
a  Prinler,  known  to  be,  or  suprosed  to.be,  unac- 
ceptable to  the  party  comini[  into  power. .  It  was 
known  at  ihe  time,  said  at  the  time;  and  the  Sena- 
tor from  ArkaDsa°,  whose  frankness  on  all  occa- 
sions was  worthy  of  regard,  did  not  he>itate  to 
avow  the  principle  on  which  they  acted.  Now, 
was  there  any  oblization  restiiig  on  them,  either  tor 
wards  Senators  or  towards  the  individuals,  that 
they  should  reiain  them  in  office?  If  there  Was 
any  principle  of  propriety  that  should  induce  them 
to  comioue  in  office  these.  Printers,  pprsonally  re- 
pulsive to  th?m— if  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  done, 
he  Would  not  then  vote  for  this  resolution^  But  he 
could  perceive  none.  He  would  dismiss  the  'whole 
Eub^t,  therefore,  wi'h  the  remark,  that  on  the  re- 
quisite cxamina'inn  of  it  in  every  point  of  view, 
he  had  arrived  in  his  own  mind  to  the  result,  that 
this  body  bad  the  power  lo  pass,  the  resolution;  and, 
under  th*  eircumitances  in  which  they  were  called 
to  act  on  it,  not  only  was.  it  their  right,  but  their 
duty.  •,.  ': 

Mr.  KITfG  suggested  the  following  modification 
of  the  amendment  of  the  Senatpi^  from  Missouri, 
Which  Mr.  Bbn'toij  accepted: 
J  "-Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Blair  and  Rives,  having 
been  duly  elected  Printers  to  the  Senaie  during  the 
late  session  of  Congress,  under  the  joint  resolntion 
of  the  two  Houses  providing  for  the  election  of 
Printers  to  CDngre.<«,  it  is  not  competent  for  the  Se- 
nate to  annul  that  election,  and  thereby  divest  the 
rights  which  Blair  and  Rives  may  have  acquired  by 
that  election,  they  having. entered  into  contract  to 
execute  the  printing,  and  aiven  bond,  which  has 
been  approved,  as  directed  by  Jaw."  ' 

Mr.  HENDERSON  said,  by  the  amendment 
it  would  seem  that  there  was  a  contract  resulting 
from  a  law,  and  the  objection  to  the  removtil  of 
the  Prin'er  was  predicated  on  that.  Now,  he  pro- 
posed lo  show  that  there  was  no  contract  resulijng 
from  a  taw — ^in  other  words,  he  denied  that  theie 
was  a  law  at  all.  The  resolution  of  1819  he  as- 
sumed to  be  void.  It  parported  to  be  a  joint  reso- 
lution prescribing  the  form  a6d  manner  in  which 
each  House  shall  elect  its  own  Printer,  and  pay 
him.  Now,  if  this  were  necessary.  It  was  a  law. 
If.it  were  necessary  that  they  should  have  the 
concurrence  of  the  other  House,  and  the  aanctioB 
of  the  President  it  was  a  law;  but  if  il  were  not 
neeesMi^,  if  they  had  authority  iff  which  tliey 
oonld  make  this  appointment — this  resolution  could 


add  nothing  to  their  orjginal  powets.  The  Con- 
stitution says,  "every  order,  rrsolation,  or  vote,  to 
which  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  and  Houm 
of  Representatives  may  be  necessary,  (except 
on  a  question  of  adjournment,)  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and 
before  the  same  shall  take  effect,  shall  be  approved 
by  him,°or,  being  disapproved  by  him,  shall  be  nt^ 
passed  by  two-ihirds  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  according  to  the  rules  and  limita- 
tions prescribed  in  the  caseof  a  bill."  Now,  the 
inquiry  was,  was  this  resolution  such  as,  in  the 
laogaagt^of  the  Constitution,  was  necessary  to  be 
presented  to  the  Piesideni?  If  it  was,  gentlemen 
were  right  respecting  the  resolntion  whidi  they  as- 
sumed to  be  a  law.  Be  denied  that  this,  in  the 
language  of  the  Constimiibn,  was  an  "order"  or 
"resolution"  that  was  to  be  presented  to  the  Presi- 
dent, or  to  whiffa  Ihe  signbtHre  of  the  President 
was  requisite. 

Without  going  into  an  aigon^enton  that  point, 
after  it  had  bean  so  ably  argned,  he  would  assume 
that  it  Was  beyond  oonitradiction.  He  took  it  for 
granted  no  man  wonld  contend,  that,  to  empower 
the  Senate  lo. elect  its  Printer,  it  was  necessary  lo 
confet  with  the  House  of  Representatives  or  with 
ihe  President,  or  that  the  Senate  should  have  their 
concurrence.  And  how  stood  the  resolntion  in  its 
operation.  Had  the  House  regarded  it  as  law?  It 
was  well  known  that  the  House  bad  for  years  dis- 
regarded it;  it  had  not  been  deemed  obligatory  by 
the  House  of  R«preMntatives,.and  the  Printers  had 
come  in  on  difliereat  terms,  and  under  different 
contracts.-  This  being  the  case,  it  was  shown  to 
be  no  (ole  of  action  for  the  Senate,  as  it  had  not 
l)een  for  the  House. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Conneetieat  said  he  should  not 
have  trespassed  on  the  time  of  the  Senate  for  a  mo- 
ment, if  it  were  not  that  be  had  "heard  deda- 
rations  made  wUeh  he'  fell  J>ound'  brieOy  to 
notice;  and  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  ex- 
press his  opinion  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  sontract 
claimed  to  be  such  on  hit  side  of  the  House,  and  so 
regarded  by  himself.  There  appearedto  be  a  neces- 
sity—and  that  seemed  to  be  conceded  on  the  part 
of  tbeir  opponents— to  enable  the  Seukle  to  dismiss 
these  Printers,^ to  make  them  offiqeis  of  the  Senate. 
All  seemed  to  proceed  on- that  ground;  and  without 
that,  there  seemed  to  be  nbeUim  on  their  part  to 
dismiss  the  Printers,  and  to  declan  their  con- 
tract- void.  Now,  there  had  been  a  joint  resolution 
giving  the  appointment  of  the  Printer  to  the  sepa- 
rate bodies,  under  which,  for  something  like  twen- 
ty years,  the>  two  Houses  had  appointed  their 
Printers;  But  it  was  claimed  by  the  opposite  side 
that  this  had  fallen  into  disuse,  and  that,  thei«fore, 
it  was  not  binding.  He  could  hardly  see  how  it 
could-be  regarded  as  not  bindihg,  after  twenty  yean' 
observance  of  it.  But  it  had  beeneaid  that  Blair 
and  Rives  were  admitted  oh  this  floor  as  officers. 
Conid  it  be  pretended  that  they  were  under  the  con- 
trol of  this  body  as  servants?  No;  but  on  the  oonini- 
ry,  their  contraot  pointed  out  what  Ihey  dteold  do. 
Bui  be  understood  there  had  ^een  a  proposition  to 
employ  a  Priuter  in  a  different  way--:that  the  Se- 
cretary should  employ  Ihe  Prinler.  Now,  if  the 
Winter  were  an  officer,  he  adied  whether  an  officer 
eould  be  thus  oonstituted  by  proxy?  To  his  mind 
it  wasclear  il  could  not  be  done;  and  to  him  it  was 
eanall;  clear  that  ih«  Printers  were  not  officers. 
He  would  ask  the  indolgeno*  of  the  Senate  for 
» few  moments  on  another  point.  The  dismissal 
of  Mr.  Blair  was  advoeaied  on  the  other  side,  on 
the  ground  that  he  was  an  infamous  man. 
If  this  were  so,  was  it  not  to  be  supposed  that  the 
Democratic  Senators,  who  gave  lum  their  sup- 
port, knew  that  as  wall  as  the  gentleiun 
who  made  the  deelaialion?  Could  it  be  supposed 
he  could  have  aeqoired  that  ebaraeler  without 
every  man  there  knowing  it?  And  if  he  (Mr. 
Smits)  would  give  his  support  to  an  "infamous" 
man,  to  a  phaat,  a  robber,  or  a  debauchee,  must  he 
not  be  as'  *1nfamous"  as  the  man  he  supported? 
But,  before  he  was  charged  with  that  infamy,  the 
ibau  who  made  the  charge  ought  to  know  that 
there  was  truth  in  the  acensation.  If,  then,  it  was 
meant  to  reflect  infamy  on  the  Democratic  Senators, 
he  undertook  to  say  Umt  it  was  a  false,  and  a  vile 
imputation.    But  he  wonld  ask  where  he  was  to 
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look  for  proof  lh»t  Iheir  Printer  was  regarded  as 
"infamous.?"  Was  he  (o  look  at  those  entertain- 
ments which  had  be«n  alladed  lol  Who  were  (be 
men  that  were  fonnd  ihere,  and  in  iniimate  social 
eommnnien  wi>h  the  man  now  denounced  as  "infa- 
moosl"  He  believed  this  man  (Mr.  Blair) 
stood  as  pare  and  virtuous  as  any  man  in  the  com- 
munity, and  he  should  not  have  bad  his  (Mr. 
8mith's)  vote  if  it  had  been  otherwise.  There  be- 
ing no  objection,  then,  to  his  moral  character,  and 
the  contract  being  legal  and  consiitotisnal,  he  cau- 
tioned the  Senate  how  it  proceeded  to  annul  the 
contract,  and  to  declare  it  mvalid. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Mi^onri,  and  it  was  negatived 
— ayes  95,  noes  18,  as  follows: 

YBA3 — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuihbert,  Fulton,  Bang, 
linn,  MacRoberts,  Nicholson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Conneeiicnt,  Sturgeon,  Walker,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury and  Wright— 18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Ber- 
rien, Cboate,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Ker,  Mangam, 
Merrick,  Moorehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,' 
Rives,  Simmons,  Smiih  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Tallmadge,  White,  and  Woodbridge— 25. 

The  question  then  again  recurred  on  the  original 
Tesolndon,  on  which  the  ayes  and  noes  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said:  I  rise,  Mr.  President,  as 
the  question  is  about  to  be  put,  to  state  the  grounds 
on  which  I  propose  to  place  my  vote.  There  are 
some  qaestioos  too  clear  to  be  supported  or  opposed 
by  argument,  and  this  appears  to  me  to  be  one  of 
that  description.  All  that  e;in  be  done  in  such 
cases,  is  to  give  a  distinct  statement  of  the  points 
involved,  and  leave  them  to  force  their  way  by  their 
own  intrinsic  evidence.  It  is  that  which  I  propose 
to  do  in  the  present  iilstance. 

The  first  point  involved  in  considering  this  ques- 
tion is,  has  the  Senate  a  right  to  employ  persons 
to  do  its  printing}  No  one  can  doubt  that  It 
is  admitted  on  all  sides.  ' 

The  next  is,  can  it  enter  into  a  contract  with  such 
persons  for  the  purpose?  How  rah  that  be  donbt- 
edl  How  else  could  they  be  employed,  but  by 
contract,  expressed  or  implied?  It  '  is  the  only 
mode  in  whilch  it  has  ever  been  done  from  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Government.  At  first,  the  mode  was 
by  letting  it  out  to  the  highest  bidder;  but  that  was 
found  to  beobjcctioDable.  Persons  not  competent, 
and  without  adequate  means,  were  in  the  habit 
of  bidding  for  the  contract  on  speculation,  and  after- 
wards either  execute  it  improperly,  or  fail  to  exe- 
cute at  all.  A  change,  in  consequence,  became  neces- 
sary in  the  modeof  selecting- Printers,  which  twenty 
years  ago  terminated  in  ihe  present;  to  fix  the-  rale 
of  compensation,  and  leave  it  to  each  House  to  se> 
leet  their  Printers  by  the  vote  of  a  majority.  Such 
has  been  the  invariable  practice  ever  sinta..  It  is, 
in  foct,  as  far  as  the  present  question  is  involved, 
the  same  in  principle  with  the  original  mode.  The 
only  difference  is,  ihat,'ia  (be  present^  the  rale  is 
fixed,  and  the  persons  selected  or  des'gniied  by 
each  House  by  a  vote  (f  the  majority;  and  in  the 
original,  the  lowest  bid  determined  both  the  rate 
and  (he persons.  Theexecution, in  faeheasi!,  was 
oader  contract. 

The  next  point  is,  has  the  Senate  made  its  selec- 
tion to  do  its  prtniing  for  the  time  specified;  and 
have  the  persons  so  selected  entered  into  a  contract 
to  perform  it?  There,  sir,  on  the  table  of  (he  Se- 
cretary, lies  the  bond  of  Messrs.  Blair  and  Rives, 
duly  executed— signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  wiib 
adequate  security,  and  a  htavy  penal  sum  for  the 
faithful  execution  of  the  printing;  they  having 
been  previously  selected,  in  due  form,  under  the 
order  of  the  Senate.  Every  thing  has  bten  done 
orderly,  and  according  to  (he  iavariable  practice 
which  has  prevailed  for  the  last  twenty  years,  with- 
out being  diatarbi-d,  or  questioned,  under. 'all  the 
party  changes  which  have  occurred  during  that 
long  period,  until  the  present  lime. 

It  IS  this  contract,  thu^  made,  that  this  resolution 
proposes  to  rescind,  not  directly,  but  indirectly,  by 
dismissing  Blair  and  Rives  as  Printers  to  the  Se- 
nate, but  which  would  be,  iir  effect,  to  set  aside  and 
Itnnnl  their  eontraei;  and  what  would  that  be  bat  a 


plain  and  palpable  violation  of  conirac^t-^a  naked 
act  ofpower  and  bad  faith  on  our  part? 

Su£h  is  the  ioeviiable  consequence,  from  a  sim- 
ple statement  of  the  points  involved  ia  the  qaes- 
tion.  There  can  be  no  escape,  but  by  denying  that 
the  instrument  which  they  have  signed,  and  by 
which  they  have  bound  themselves  to  execute  (he 
printing  of  (he  body,  is  a  contract;  and  ta  this  ex- 
tremity have  genttemen  been  driven,  against  the 
plain  facts  of  the  case.  For  this  purpose,  they  dis- 
tinguish between  employment  and  office,  and  insist 
that  they  are  not  simply  persons  employed  to  do 
the  printing  of  the  Senate,  but  that  they  are  officers 
of  the  body,  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  which  authorizes  each  House  (o  ap- 
point its  gwn  officers;  and  (hat,  as  such,  they  are  as 
liable  (o  be  dismissed  as  oar  Secretary  or  Door- 
keeper. I  do  not  deny  (hat  all  public  employments 
may  be  regarded  asoflices,  (aking  the  term  in  its  broad 
sense,  and  offices  as  employments;  but  the  distinc- 
tion between  (hem,  as.far  as  the  question  of  contract, 
or  Ihe  right  of  dismissing  atpleasoie,  is  concern°d, 
is  as  broad  and  plain  as  the  Pennsylvania  «venue. 
When  the  business  to  be  done  is  (o  be-  performed 
by  (he  person  employed,  }t  may  be  either  one  or 
the  othi*r,  a^ording  to  circumstances.  If  the  capi- 
tal and  materials  belong  to  the  person  employ- 
ed, if  he  hires  the  workmen,  if  he  runs  the  risk  of 
loss  and  gain,  he  is  simply  an  employee,  and  not 
an  officer;  and  the  engagement  between  him  and 
the  public  a  contract,  and  not  simply  a  bond 
far  the  faithful  execution  of  official  dudes,  as  this 
has  been  represented  to  be.  The  reason  of  the  dif- 
ference is  obvious.  A  reciprocal  obligation  in  all 
such  cases,  either  expressed  or-  implied,  between 
the  employer  and  (he  employee,  always  exists,  un- 
less there  is.  an  express  stipulation  to  the  contrary; 
and  it  ii  on  such  understanding  of  mutual  obliga- ' 
lion  that  the  business  of  the  community  is  almost 
entirely  condocled. 

Such  is  the  fact  in  this  case.  Blair  and  Rives 
engaged  to  do  the  printing  of  the  Senate  at  their, 
not  our,  expense.  For  this  purpose  a  large  capital 
must  necessarily  he  inrestedin  building,  printing 
apparatus,  and  materials,  accompanied  by  a  heavy 
outlay  in  (he  hire  of  bands  and  incidental  expenses. 
Theirs  is  the  hazard.  If  the  building  or  materials 
should  be  burnt  or  destroyed;  if  prices  should  rise,, 
so  as  to  make  i(  a  losing  concern;  the  loss  is  theirs, 
not  ours.  And  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  all  (his 
hazard  would  be  incurred  wi(bout  the  plighted  faith, 
on  our  part,  thai  they  should  continue  todn  our  print- 
ing, for  the  time  stipulated,  provided  they  should 
faithfully  perform  their  engi^menis?  The  con- 
trary supposition'  would  be  absurd.'  I  put  it  tPthe 
Senators  on  the  oppbsite  side,  if,  instead  of  having 
(he  buildings  and  printing  apparatus,  they  had 
erected  the  one  and  purchased  the  other,  under  the 
'bond  which  (hey  have  given  (e  execute  the  print- 
ing, wonld  yon  not  regard  the  dismissal  an  act  of 
cross  injustice' — a  violation  ofa  fair  understanding 
between  you  and  them,  which  justified  the  incur- 
ring of  such  heavy  expense  on  their  part,  as  ne- 
cessary (0  the  execution  of  the  work?  And  can  it 
make  their  bond,  more  ot-less  a  contract,  because 
they  happen  to  have  them  already  in  (heir  posses- 
sioii?  If  you  revers«  it,  and  suppose  the  building, 
tb*  printing  apparatus,  and  the  expense  and  nsir, 
to  be  the  public's,  and  not  theirs,  and  that  they  bad 
.  been  elected  to  take  the  general  superinlendence  of 
.  a  public  establishment,  ins(ead  of  their  own,  then, 
indeed,  they  would  be  officers  in  the  sense  you  con- 
tended for,  and  liable  to  be  dismissed,  like  other 
«f)icers,  and  not  mere  employees  to  do  (he  printing 
of  the  Senate,  as  they  clearly  are.  Such  and  so 
wide  is  the  difference  between  officers,  in  the  proper 
s^nse,  and  mere  employees,  as  far  as  the  question 
of  retcindinir  Ibis  contract  if  iavolved. 

But  it  has  been  jsaid  that  it  has  been  decided  that 
(hey  are  entitled  to  be  admitted  into  (his  chamber 
on  the  ground  that  (hey  are  officers  of  (he  body. 
But  is  (here  not  obviously  a  marked  dislincdpn  be- 
tween that  and  the  priitciple  on  which  the  qiiestion 
of  contract  stands?  In  deciding  by  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent the  case  of  the  right  of  admission,  it  was  not 
necessary  to  distingui^  between  an  officer  and  that 
of  an  employee,  the  perlormanoe  of  -whose  duty 
mkde  bis  presence  necessary  here,  as  much  so  as 
if  b«  superintended  a  public  printing  estkblishment 


as  a  salaried  officer,  and  not  a  private  one,  at  their 
own  risk  and  expense,  and  even  more  so  in  some 
(etpecis. 

I(  is  also  said  that  their,  bend  is  no  more  a  con- 
tract than  that  given  by  the  oolleclor  of  the  customs, 
or  any  other  officer,  for  the  faithful  discbarge  of 
duty,  and  which  it  is  admitted  does  not  permit  his 
dismissal.  What  has  already  been  said  is  suffi- 
cient to  distinguish  between  the  two  cases.  But 
suppose  the  case  to  be  reversed,  and  that  the 
-«o!lector,  say  of  the  port  of  N«w  York, 
instead  of  being  a  men  superintendent,  lo 
collect  the  revenues  of  (hat  port,  at  the 
expense  of  the  public,  as  is  the  case,  had  made 
an  arrangement  with  (he  Qovernmen(  (o  collect  it 
at  his  awn  expense  and  risk,  for  a  fixed  period,  at  a 
given  rate  per  centum,  could  he,  in .  (hat  case,  be 
disibisted,  so  long  as  he  faithfully  performed  his 
engagement,  wi(hout  violaUon  .  of  contract?  If 
farther  illus(ration  of  the  difference  of  the  two 
eases  be  neceftiary,  th«  Post  Office  Department  will 
furnish  it.  The  two  cli&ses,  officers  and  emptoy- 
ees,  are  both  lo  be  found  in  (hat  branch  of  service. 
The  deputy  postmasters  are  oC  (he  former  descrip- 
tion, and  can  be  dismissed  the  service  without  vio- 
lation of  contract;  but  very  different  is  the  case 
with  (be  persons  employed  (o  carry  the  mail.  They 
do  i(  at  their  own  expense,  and  are  acknowledged 
to  be  contractor.-;  and  can,  as  such,  only  be  dis- 
missed, as  is  acknowledged,  in  consequence  of  a 
positive  stipulation  in  their  con'ract  to  that  effect 

But  other  grounds  are  assumed  in  attempting  to 
justify  this  lawless  act  of  power,  as  I  must  regard 
it.  We  are  told  tBat  the  other  House  have  changed 
the  practice  under  the  joint  resolution  of  1819  and 
1829.  I  reply,  that  each  House  has  a  right  to  intet^ 
pret  for  itself;  and  it  is  not  for  ustosay,wbether  they 
adopted  (he  (rue  interpretation  or  not.  One  (hiitg, 
however,  is  certain,  that  (bey  have  never  yet  dis- 
missed their  Printer,  or  attempted  to  do  so,  even 
under  circumstances  any  way  similar  to  the  pre- 
sent But,  suppose  they  bad,  would  that  justify 
us  in  departing  from  our  uniform  custom  of 
twenty  years'  standing,  ahd  which,  no  one  can 
donbi,  is  in  conformity  (o  (be  lelter  and  spirit  of 
those  resolutions?  But,  sir,  I  lay  both  resolutions 
od(  of  the  question  in  (he  view  I  have  taken.  I 
do  not  inquire  whether  they  are  constitutional  or 
not,  or  whether  we  have,  or  have  no(,  conformed 
to  them.  It  is  unnecessary  as  far  as  the  present 
question  is  concerned.  It  is. sufficient  that  we 
have  a  right  to  employ  contractors  lo  do  our  print- 
ing; that  Blair  and  Rives  have  been  so  employed, 
and  that  (hey  have  entered  into  a  written  contract, 
with  all  due  solemnities,  to  perform  Iheir  duly.  If 
the  original  resolutions  be  unconstitutional,  or  if 
there  bein  wbat  we  have  done  any  want  of  con- 
formity to  them,  it  is  we,  and  not  they,  who  are 
responsible.  So  say  jitsiice  and  common  honesty, 
as  well  as  self  respec(. 

Bat,  sir,  I  have  stated  (he  case  far  suronger 
than  is  necessary  for  the  side  I  support  I 
night  waive  oar  undoubted  right  to  em- 
ploy persons  id  do  our  printing  by  con(rac( ;  I 
might  admit  it  to  be  doubtfnl  whether  the  bond 
given  by  Blair  and  Rives  is  a  contract  or  not,  and 
whether  they  are  in  fact  officers  or  merely  employ- 
ees, and  yet  stand  on  impregnable  grounds  in 
maintaining  that  you  have  no  right  to  pass  this  re- 
solution. I  might  rest  the  question  on  the  simple 
fact  that  you  selected  Ibem  as  Printers,  and-  have 
entered  into  a  written  instrument  with  (beqi  that 
^hsy  are  to  do  the  printing,  and  might  concede  that 
i(  is  a'  dispa(ed  and  doubiful  poin(  whether  (key 
are  officers  in  the  sense  yon  contend  for,  or  not, 
and  yet  show  conclusively,  on  the  soundest  prin- 
ciples, that  wc  have  no  right  to  do  this  act.  We 
are  one  party,  and  (hey  ano(ber,  to  this  transaction — 
we  the  powerful,  and  they  the  weak;  and  is 
there  any  rulcmore  fundamental,  aeeerding  (o  the 
code  of  morals,  and  the  principles  of  our  free  ix^ 
lilieal  system,  than  tha(  no  one  has  a  righ(  to  judge 
in  his  own  case?  Or  that  the  right  of  decision,  in 
such  cases  as  thiff,belongs  to  another  and  approprUtb 
department,  and  not  to  us?  To  assume  the  r^ 
verse,  wonld  be  to  assume  that  one  Legislature  had 
the  right  (o  set  aside  con(rac(s  entered  in(o  by  i(s 
predecessors,  whenever  a  ques(ion  of  donb(  can  be 
raised:  no,  still  stronger,  eateied  into  by  itseUj  for 
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Ibe  Senate  is  a  perpetaal  body.  It  is  the  body 
which  aaihorized  ihis  transaction,  that  now  andec- 
takes  to  ando.  Pass  this  resolution,  and  yoo  ironid 
aet  a  precedent,  as  inconsiderable  as  is  the  inicrcsi 
invvlTed  in  this  ease,  which  would  authorize  any 
Biate  to  cancel  its  bsndu,  to  revoke  its  charter.':,  and 
aannl  its  contracts,  and  to  make  it  a  qaesrion  of 
iBere  expediency — of  persona^  and  party  like  and 
dislike—and  not  a  Tiolatioa  of  the  eternal  princi- 
ples of  justice — whether  they  shonld  or  noi  adhere 
to  their  engagements. 

And  with  wtiom  does  tio  dangerous  a  measure 
originau?  With  (hose  who  hare  assumed  to  be 
Um  protectors  of  the  sanctity  of  contracts — the 
champions  of  vested  rights  and  chartered  privi- 
leges; who,  in  ihehr  zeal,  stigmatized  their  oppo- 
nents as  loco  focos,  agrarians,  and  coatemoers  of 
'plighted 'ftilth/  And  let  me  ask,  at  what  time  is 
such  a  measure  brought  forward}  At  the  mnmeni 
when  the  indebtedness  of  the  country  is  greater 
dum  has  ever  been  known;  when  many  of  the 
Slates  have  ihoaghUessly  plunged  themselves  in 
debt  almost  beyond  their  ability  to  meet  their  en- 
gagements; when  the  pressure  of  the  times,  and  the 
example  of  the  non-folfilment  of  eagagements  by  ihe 
great  moneyed  institutions  of  the  conntry,  have 
done  so  mnch  to  weaken  the  force  of  contraois,  in 
the  estimation  of  many;  and  when  especially  it  is 
ftc  duty  of  all  good  citizens,  and  this  body  in  par- 
lietiifer,  which  has  such  just  and  great  ioflueoce 
over  pnbiic  epinion,  to  avoid  any  act  which  can, 
by  possibility,  be  interpreted  into  a  disregard  of  the 
saered  obligation  of  contracts.  It  is  at  snch  a  mo- 
ment that  the  party  which  professes  to'  be  the 
special  gnardian  of  the  public  faith,  call  on  us  to 
do  this  dangerotis  aet;  and  for  what  purpose?  The 
poor,  the  pitiful  one  of  turning  out  Printers  of  one 
political  faiib,  in  order  to  put  in  others  of  a  differ- 
ent; to  put  out  Blair  and  Rives  to  put  in  Gales 
and  SeatoB,  who,  in  no  respect  whatever,  either  ia 
panctnality  in  the  performance  of  iheir  duty,  or 
personal  respectability,  are  their  superiors.  I  can- 
not bai'express  my  amazement  at  the  step,  coming 
from  the  quarter  it  does,  and  with  the  conrjc 
whidi,  it  is  understood,  .the  party  from 
which,  it  comes  intend  to  take  in  reference  to 
a  leading  measure  of  policy — I  refer  to  a  Na- 
tional &ink.  It  is  said,  and  believed,  that 
ir  will  be  one  of  their  first  measures,  and  that  on 
which  they  rely  to  carry  through  their  avowed 
policy.  Do  yon  not  see  that  thrs  measnre,  as  in- 
considerable as  it  is,  will  furnish  ground  from 
which  to  assail  snch  an  institution  with  powerful 
dreett  Yon  propose' to  set  aside  this  contract  be- 
cause yon  believe  that  the  Senate  lias  no  constitu- 
tional right  to  make  it.  Is  there  not  a  large  party 
in  the  oonatry,  now  accidentally  (n  a  minerity, 
who  believe,  and  have  believed  from  the  beginning, 
that  Congress  has  no  right  to  charter  snch  a  bank, 
and  have  ever  resisted  its  establishment  in  conse- 
quence of  snch  belief  7  .You  believe  that  the  in- 
Btmment  signed  by  Blair  and  Rives  to  do  your 
printing  is  not  a  contract.  Is  there  not  a  cnnside- 
lable  portion  of  the  community  who  believe  that  a 
bank  charter  is  no*  contract?  That  it  is  a  grant 
merely  df  a  pnbiic  franchise,  which  can  be  with- 
drawn at  the  pleasure  of  the  grantot?  If  I  may 
venture  an  opinion,  I  would  say  it  is  far  more  dif- 
flcnlt  to  prove  that  thi«  instrument  is  not  a  con- 
tract, than  that  a  charter  ef  a  bank  is  one. 

But  we  are  told  that  we  were  forewarned  not  to 
aaake  the  appointment  of  Printers;  that  we  would 
soon  be  in  a  minority;  and  that  if  we  ventured,  in 
spite  of  such  warning,  to  appoint,  that  those  we 
migbl  select  would  be  dismissed  whien  the  majoriiy 
changed  sides.  Will  not  the  same  warning  be 
given  when  yon  come  to  propose  a  bank  charter? 
Will  yon  not  be  told  ihat  it  is  clearly  nneonstiin- 
tional;  that  yon  have  seized  on  the  accidental 
ascendancy  ef  your  party,  to  force  It  on  (he  cotm- 
jry,  against  its  sober  and  habitual  conviction,  both 
as  to  Its  expediency  andconstitationality;  and  that, 
if  yon  venture  to  act  under  such  admonitions,  your 
aicts  will  not  be  respected  when  yon  come  to  be 
again  in  a  minority? 

Thinking,  as  I  do,  in  reference  to  a  National 
Bank,  1  wonld  rejoice  to  see  yon  raising  up  snch 
diffioalties  in  the  way  of  the  establishing  one, 
eonU  the  effectofihisjpen^otts  example  yon  are 


abont  to  set  be  confined  to  that.  But  that  is  im- 
possible. It  will  go  far  beyond,,  and  be  followed 
by  immeasurable  evils,  unless,  as  I  hope,  the  sense 
ot  justice  in  the  public  mind  shonld  react  against 
what  yon  purpose  to  do; 

As  to  myself,  I,  on  the  present  occasion,  act 
on  the  same  principles  which  guided  me  in  1834, 
on  the  question  of  the  removal  of  the  desosiies 
by  General  Jaekson.  I  then,  and  now,  believed 
that  the  Bank  had  a  right  ip  the  use  of  the  deposiies 
nnder  its  charter,-  and  of  which  it  could|not  be  di- 
vested except  on  just  apprehension  that  they  were 
not  safe  in  its  vaults,  or  for  its  neglect  or  mis- 
management as  the  fiscal  agent  of  ihe  Treasury. 
Tnns  regarding  it,  I  acted  with  those  whom  I. now 
opposPj  in  opposition  to  the  removal,and  that  on  the 
principle  on  which  I  now  act.  Of  the  two,  I  re- 
gard that  a  less  clear  case,  as  clear  as  I  consider 
it,  of  contract  than  the  present;  and  this  resolution,' 
shonld  it  pass,  a  more  palpable  violuion  of  rights 
seen  red  by  contract,  than  the  measnre  1  then  op- 
posed. 

Mr.  KING  of  Alabama  said  be  was  not  disposed 
to  enter  into  a  long  argument.  The  clear,  forcible, 
and  incontrovertible  ground  occupied  by  the  Sena- 
tor fromSonth  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoun,]  rendered 
it  unnecessary  that  he  shonld  say  any  thing.  He 
felt  that  this  matter  was  settled.  He  felt  ^t  ar- 
gument was  of  no  avail.  He  felt  that  an  appeal 
to  justice,  to  a  sense  of  propriety,  wonld  be  disre- 
garded ;  that  every  consideration  which  ought  to 
influence  the  Senate  in  the  discbarge  of  its  duties, 
was  to  be  set  aside  in  ibi«  case.  Did  the  Senator 
fr'>m  Mistissippi  [Mr.  Hendbbson]  know  any  thing 
of  the  hiciory  of  this  Gh>vernment,  when  he  got  np 
here  and  told  ihem  that  this  must  necessarily  be  an 
office,  becatise  (he  individual  executed  their  print* 
ing?  If  that'  Senator  would  but  turn  his 
attention  to  the  subject,  he  wonld  find 
that,  nniform'y,  individuals  bad  been  employ- 
ed by  contract  np  to  the  year  1819.  Pre- 
vions  to  1815,  they  were  employed  by  the  officers 
of  the  two  Houses,  and  they  entered  into  bond  for 
the  faithful  execution  of  the  work.  The  Printers 
were  not  elected  by  ibis  or  the  other  House,  but  the 
Secretary  atid  Clerk  caused  the  printing  to  be  exe* 
ented  for  iheir  respective  Houses.  In  1815,  in 
consequence  of  its  being  believed  that  it  Would 
be  more  economiral  and  belter  for  the  country 
that  the  officers  of  the  two  Houses  shonld  be  as- 
sociated together  in  contractlog  for  this  work,  a 
resolution  was  adopted  which  he  wonld  read  to  the 
Senate.  [The  resolniion  was  read,  and  directed 
the  Secretary  of  4he  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  Honse 
of  Representatives,  immediately  after  the  adjourn- 
menrof  that  and  each  succeeding  Congress,  to  ad- 
vertise for  ibree  Weeks  successively,  in  two  news- 
papers printed  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  pro- 
posals for  supplying  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Re- 
presentatives for  the  succeeding  Congress  with  the 
necessary  itoltoiien/,  printing,  &e.] 

Well,  Mr.  President,  under  that  joint  reao- 
Intion,  which  thus  became  the  law  of  the 
land;  a  Mr.  DeKraB't  became  the  contractor. 
He  was  the  lowest  bidder,  and  he  entered  into 
bond  to  perform  the  work;  but  under  that  contract 
the  printing  was  so  badly  done,  that  it  became  a 
serious  subject  of  complaint  in  both  Houses,  fhe 
conseqnence  was,  that  a  committee  was  raided  t(> 
aiceriain  the  tme  value  of  the  printing,'  for  it  had 
been  intimated  that  this  individual,  from  his 
anxiety  to  get  the  job.  had  stipulated  to  take  less 
than' it  was  worth,  and  (Minsequently  be  oonld  not 
execute  it  in  snch  a  mannei'as  it  was  important  the 
printing  for  Congress  shonld  be  executed,  and  on 

fiaperof  the  proper  description,  without  serious 
OSS  by  bis  contract  At  the  head  of  that  com- 
mittee was  Mr.  WHsoo,  a  Senator  from  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  a  practical  printer. 
That  committee  reported,  fixing  precisely  the 
"  prices  to  be  paid  for  every  species  ef  work  neces- 
sary fo'r  the  printing  of  the  two  Houses.  In  con- 
fbrmity  wiih  that  report,  the  resolution  of  1819  was 
pa*sed,aad  then  it  was  they  commenced  cteslgnatLng 
the  individual  who  shonld  execute  the  work  at  the 
prices  thus  fixed.  They  had  acted  en  that 'resolu- 
tion fh)m  1819  to  the  present  time,  without  varia- 
tion or  change.  What,  he  wonld  ask,  were  the 
Printers  of   1813,  when  Way  and  Welgbtman 


were  the  eantraetor>?  Were  they  officers  of  th« 
Senate?  No  one  will  venture  to  make  the  asser- 
tion. They  were  simply  contractors,  and  if  they 
violated  their  contract,  they  were  liable  to  have  it  set 
aside,  and  suit,  brought  against  them  for  dama- 
ges. What  were  the  obligations  of  DeKrafit  as  an 
officer  of  the  Senate,  when  he  became  the  eon- 
tractor  nnder  -the.  resolution  of  1819?  None — 
nobody  ever  pretended  that  he  occupied  any  such 
official  position.  It  would  have  been  ridiculous  to 
have  done  so:  for,  though  the  work  was  badly  exe- 
cuted, he  was  held  to  bis  contract;  while  some 
other  printer  was  occasionally  employed  to  do  por- 
tions of  the  work,  he  being  compelled  to  piiy  the 
difference  in  the  price.  He  (Mr.  Kina)  believed 
they  had  never  heard  of  the  Printer  being  an  officer 
of  the  Senate  until  a  gentleman,,  now  no  longer  a 
member  of  this  body,  took  offence  at  somelfaing  pnb- 
lished  in  the. paper  of  the  then  Public  Printer, 
when  he  intim|iled  his  intention  te.  bring  the  mat- 
ter before  ibe  Senate,  and  to  move  for  the  dis- 
missal of  the  Printer,  but  that  gentleiiian  back- 
ed out,  for  he  .  knew  he  could  not  sustain 
snch  a  procedure.  Has  it  come  to  thes,  that 
this  Senate,  actuated  by  political  or  private  ho»> 
tility,  or  by  individual  grieft,  should  set  itself 
to  work  to  nullify  an  agreement  with  an  indtyidnal 
who  has  done  his  work  faithfully?  Was  any  fSa- 
nator  here  prepared  to  say  the  work  was  not  wdl 
done?  No:  political  hostility  alone  aotnateJ  Sena- 
tors, and  it  was  all  they  could  avow.  He  (Mr. 
KiHo)  had  traced  this  matter  from  the  earliest 
period' to  the  present  time,  and  be  eonld  entertain 
no  other  belief,  than  that  die  Printer  was  aimply 
an  employee  of  the  Government;  diat  he  Waa 
like  other  individuals  who  contracted  to  do  work, 
and  if  he  failed  to  exeenie  it,  or  did  not  do 
it  correctly,  he  was  liable  to  be  prosecuted  for 
damages.  Bat,  as  he  had  already^  said,  he  felt 
that  the  thing  was  settled.  The  fiat  had 
gone  forth  from  headquarters,  and  those  Who. in 
their  secret  hearts  might  regret  it,  were  brought  to 
do  an  act  of  which  their  judgments  disappittved; 
being  carried  along  by  their  party  predileetions  to 
pFrpetrate  it.  He  (Mr.  Kino)  would  not  reply- 
bis  indignant  feelings  wonld  not  permit  him  to  re- 
plyj—to  the-impntaiion  of  moliye  by  which  it  was 
alleged  his  side  of  the  Honse  were  actuated.  Snch 
irp.pntations  were  unworthy  of  the  person  who  ut- 
tered them — nnjnst  towatds  his  (Mr.  Kianl) 
friends,  and  unworthy  of  this  body.  What  were 
Blaif  and  Rives?  The  contractors  for  the  public 
printing.  Suppose,  for  a  moment,  they  were  every 
thing  that  Senators  in  their  places  here  have 
thenght  proper  to  denounce  them  for — auppese 
they  were  base — suppose  they  had  no  cbarao* 
ter— ^(oppose  they  did  not  deserve  the  coun- 
tenance or  support  of  this  body— were  iheee 
sufficient  grounds  on  which  to  set  aside  their 
contract,  so  king  as  the  work  was  correctly  execu- 
ted? WlMt  was  it  to  the  honorable  Senators  whe- 
ther those  iiidividuals  were  of  good  or  bad  charae- 
tei?  He  (Mr.  Kiho)  was  not  there  the  advocate 
of  Blair  and  Rives;  he  looked  beyond  that— ho 
looked  at  the  principle  involved,  and  the  conse- 
qnences  which  would  follow  to  the  conntry,  dionld 
this  resolution  be  adopted..  This  act  would  become 
a  precedent,  which  must  forever  shut  the  month* 
of  the  Senators  who  established  it.  No  more  shall 
wehearof  the  Democrats  being  agrarians— of  beinf 
disposed  io  break  down  vested  rights;  or  to  violata 
the  obligation  of  contracts ;  they  must  ba  forever 
silenced  by  their  own  act  But  who  is  this  Mr. 
Blair,  who  has  been  so  violently  assailed  on  this 
floor?  If  his  (Mr.  Kuia's)  recollection  served  him 
aright,  this  man  Blair  resided  years  gone  by  ia 
the  Stale  of  Kentacky,  where  he  figured  as  no  in- 
considerable personage.  He  was  then  the  political 
friend  of  the  Senator  from  Kentncky;  his  intimate 
associate;  and,  if  he  was  not  mi^nformed,  hia 
confidential  correspondent.  Waa  he  infamons 
then?  He  presumed  not.  He  (Mi.  Kmo)  knew 
nothing  of  Mr.  Blair,  except  by  character,  until 
he  made  his  appearance  in  this  city  some  years 
past  Since  that  time,  he  had  be.n  oa  terms  of 
social  iBteroonrse  with  tim— had  observed  his 
conduct  in  the  social  and  private  rclatiens  of  life; 
and  be  felt  bound  to  say,  that  for  kindness  of  heart, 
humanity,  and  exemplary  deportment  as  a  private 
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whom  be  has  been  assailed.  ,.  .    ,    ■ 

BM  he  »as  the  oonductor  of  a  pohtical  newspa- 
per  whioh  was  abosire  in  its  character.  With  the 
£uner  in  which  that  paper  was  eondueied,  he 
(Mr.  Ktaayiai  nothing  to  do.  He  aboald  neither 
undertake  here  to  approve  or  condemo.  Bat 
were  ibqr  to  ezdnde,  as  Fiinters  of  th«;  Senate, 
men  who  condncted  political,  or,  if  yon  please,  abu- 
sive newspapers}  Then  they  must  exdade  the  man 
who,  not  twenty  days  past,  in  gn  address  delivered 
on  that  avenoe,  and  published  in  the  National 
IntelUcnioer«.  grossly  insulted  every  man,  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  who  was  opptwad  to  the  pre- 
sent dominant  party,  by  attering  and  pablisfaing 
■what  he  mast  have  knoirn.  to  be  -  utierly  nntrne. 
Genttemenspe^of  the  importance  of  Mving  for 
Flintcis,  men  who  so  condnct  themselves  as  to 
produce  harmony  and  gpod  feeling  in  this  body. 
Admitting  it  to  b<i  correct,  and  he  (ICr,  Kino)  was 
not  dispoMd  to  qoestion  it,  would  the  man  who 
delivered  that  address,  if  elected  Printer,  prodnee 
this  kindly  feelingl  He  (Mr.  Kirs)  knew  not 
who  it  was  the  majority  in  this  body  intended  to 
elect  as  Ptinten$  bat  he  knew  that  gentlemen, 
actuated  by-poUlieal  hate,  were  running  counter  to 
their  deelasatlons;  and  were  about  to  do.  what, 
they .  had  dotMiitoed  in  snch  strong  terms. 
The  object  cannot  be  mistaken;  it  is  to  wreak 
their  vengeance  on  a  politicai  foe,  and  pro- 
vide for  a  political  friend.  His  friend  and  col- 
league had  just  soggested  an  idea,  which  he  wcttkl 
thfow  oat.  Let  the  oonatry  hear  it,  and  let  the 
Senate  understand  it.  Oinld  Blau  and  Rives, 
having  given  bond,  rcsigti  this  appointment,  with- 
oat  the  assent  of  the  Senatel  No.  The  contract 
was  made,  and  they  could  be  heU  to  their  bond, 
and  the  strict  performance  of  Uie  dntiss  they  bad 
tmdertaken.  They  could  not  divest  themselves  of 
their  obligations,  even  if  they  woaM;  yet  the  Se. 
nate,  one  of  the  contracting  parties,  was  undertak- 
ing, in  the  power  of  their  ttreagtb,  to  anonl  the 
contract,  the  ether  party  refusing  to  set  it 
aside.  Now  he  did  think,  and  he  was  in 
the  habit  of  expressing  his  opinions  plainly, 
that  this  was  the  most  bigMiaiided,aad' reck- 
less assumption  of  power  that  was  ever-  ex- 
ercised by  aay  deliberate  body  nnder  the  son'.  It 
was  a  naked  exersise  of  power,  aninindfat  of  ]as- 
tiee,  or  of  lav,  or  of  the'saendoess  of  contracts; 
and  if  gentlemen  could  exercise  that  power  under 
such  ciieumstancesy  it  was  for  them  to  do  it,  and 
for  the  oountty  to  understand  it.  Every  man  in 
this  eoiutry  who  is  engaged  in  executing  work  un- 
der contract  with  the  Governneat,  will  be  told,  in 
language  not  u> be  misundentood:  "Though  you  do 
your  work  faithfully,  comply  with  your  contract  to 
the  very  letter,  you  have  no  security  for  a  moment. 
Any  individual  who  posseaee  weight  with  the  domi- 
nant politwal  party,  who  is  influenced  to  act 
against  yon  by  party  hoetiliiy,  or  private 
grie&,  can  procure  the  iU>oliiion  of  your  contract, 
ev«a  should  it  involve  yon  in  mm."  Let  the  coun- 
try but  nndentandihai  as  the  true  state  of  ihe  ques- 
tion here,  and  he  (Mr.  Kino)  would  cheerfully 
abide  its  judgment.  He  (Mr.  Kina)  had  already 
said,  and  said  truly,  that  it  was  net  hn  lateniion  to 
enter  at  large  into  this  question.  The  aigument 
was  all  on  one  sid^  and  all  the  ingenuity  of  (be 
Senator  from  Connectieut  [Mr.  HiiNTuraTOM]  had 
failed  to  protect  bis  friends  from  the  force  of  the 
argtunents  which. had  been  address^ed  to  ibemby 
Senatora  on  this  side  of  the  bouee.  He  (Mr. 
K»o)  was  willing  to  graUfy  the  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut, and  throw  aside  the  joint  resolulton 
of  1819,  nnder  which  elections  of  Public  Print- 
ers bad  been  made  for  more  than  twenty  years. 
But,  set  it  aside— admit  .that  it  has  no  bind- 
ing force— does  it  affea  this  easel  Not  in  the 
least  The  election  bad  taken  place  by  a  Senate  com- 
petent to  make  iu  What  mattered  it,  tbea,  whether 
the  individual  was  designated  under  a  joint  re^- 
lutiou  of  the  two  Houses,  or  by  the  mere  will  of 
the  Senate)  The  fads  that  he  was  legally  selected, 
that  he  has  entered  into  the  coatraoi,  and  given  the 
necrasary  bond,  which  is  now  on  the  table  of  your 
Secretary,  still  stare  gentlemen  in  the  face.  There 
is  no  escaping  from  them.    He  irusted  there  was 


noSenaJor  who  would  seriously  contend  that  the 
majority  who  authorized  the  conifact,  had  not  ihe 
power  to  do  so  becauiw  that  majoiity  wa.vsooo  to 
be  placed  ia  a  minority — for  upoo  that  ground 
every  act  of  the  laf  t  session,  which  Ihe  Senate  ita 
its  wisdom  had  thought  proper  to  perform,  might  be 
set  aside  because  it  was  passed  by  a  majority,  the 
poliiical  opponents  of  the  present-  majority.  But 
he  felt  be  was  expending  his  strength  in  yain, 
wearying  his  lungs  for  no  good;  he  expected  to  con- 
vioee  nobody;  it  wat  settled;  the  fiat  bad  gone 
forth,  and  these  men  were  to  be  sacrificed.  He 
warned  gentlemen  of  the  result  to  themselves  from 
this  exercise  of  power.  They  had  the  ponrer,  and 
they  woold  exercise  it.  Bat  be  trusted  in  Qod  it 
would  open  the  eyes  of  the  people,  and  cause  them 
to  tee  what  they  had  to  expeet-from  such  a  reck- 
less party.  He  (Mr.  KiHo)  was  not  ono  of  those 
who,  either  in  public  or  private  life,  ever,  by  indi- 
rection,aocomplished  any  act.  He  pursued  a  straight 
forward  coarse — one  sanctioned  by  his  judgment, 
and  approved  by  his  coi>science;  and  if  this,  case 
were  reversed,  and  a  proposition  had  been  made, 
under  like  circamstances,  to  dismiss  Gales  and 
Seaton  in  1837,  he  would  have  raised  his  voice 
against  such  a  wanton  violation  of  the  faith  of  the 
Innate,  and  of  a  solemn  contract.  They  (Mr.  King 
and  bis  friends)  were  then  as  much  opposed  politi- 
cally to  those  individuals  (Gales  and  Seaton)  as 
the  honorable  Senators  opposite  could  be  to  the 
individual  new  under  his  trial.  Yes;  his  character 
was  on  trial,  for  that  was  the  point  on  which 
the  whole  ipatter  was  made  to  turn.-  He  (Mi.- 
Blair)  was  on  trial,  without  the  possibility 
of  defending  l^imself.  An '  American  citi- 
zen, possessing  equal  rights  with  his  accusers 
and  judges,  is  put  on  trial,  bis  character  branded 
w  deep  as  Senators  on  the  other  side  could  ^x  it, 
ind  he|is|denied  the  privilege, which  belongs  to  every 
freeman  ii^  this  land  of  liberty,  to  be  heard  in  his 
defence.  Was  this  what  they  had  a  right  to  expect 
from  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales?  Was  this 
the  promised  refofml  Was  this  the  high,  the  libe- 
ral, the  manly  spirit  which  was  to  actuate  the  Whig 
partyl  They  had  j-rcenily  beard  much  throughout 
the  whole  country  (should  he  be  penniited  to 'call 
it  rant  and  fustian)  about  proscription  for  opinion'i 
sake;  and  this  is.  the  first  act  of  those  gentlemen 
who  are  exerting  their  utmost  energies  in  opposi- 
tion to  iheir  own  profes^ons.  Tes,  but  a  few  days 
bad  passed,  since  they  had  heard  speech  after  speech 
denouDcio^  proscription. 

What  a  beautiful  illustration  _  is  this  procedure 
pf  the  doctrines  then  Uid  down.  He  was  pained 
to  $ee  an  American  Senate  enter  into  this  maiiir  in 
this  spirit.  He  had  been  here  long,  and  his  asso- 
ciatibus  were  of  an  intimate  character  with  many 
who  ehlertained  different  political  opinions  from 
himself.  He  could  say,  and  no  man  could 
gainsay  it,  that  political  differences  alone  had  ite- 
vsr  induced  him  to  cut  off  social  intercourse 
with  those  he  deemed  to  be  gentlemen.  He  acted 
with  them  as  gentlemen  who  honestly  differed  with 
him.  He  held  his  opinions,  and  was  willing  they 
should  hold  theirs:  He  himself  nevergavca  vote 
for  any  measure  which  his  judgment  did  not 
approve;  t  nt  be  did  not  reproach  others  who 
differed  with  him.  This  body  (said  Mr.  King) 
has  been  called  the  highest  tribunal  of  this  country 
— pechaips  of  the  world.  Should  the  Senate,  then, 
to  get  clear  of  a  political  opponent,  fritter  away 
this  high  character?  Should  it  induce  this  peop'e 
to  doubt  that  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates  is  the 
protector  of  right,  the  frowner-down  of  every  thing 
that  is  wrong?  He  hoped  not.  He  hoped,  for  the 
credit  of  the  respective  Spates,  whose  sovereignty 
we  represent,  such  aa  example  would  not  be  fel. 
He  would  not  funher  detain  ihe  Senate.  It  had 
not  been  his  design  to  have  said  any  thing,  but  he 
could  not  repfest  the  feelings  of  his  besom. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  he  rose  to  say  a 
few  words  on  a  collateral  point.  He  was  perfeeily 
aware  of  tBe  relation  in  which  he  stood  to  the  Se- 
nate and  to  this  country.  He  was  aware  that  be 
was  now,  as  heretofore,  to  be  the  object  of  attack, 
of  concerted  auack.  He  stood  now,  as  he  bad 
stood  heretofore,  firm  and  erect,  and  ready  to  repel 
assaults,  when  worthy  of  his  notice,  from  whatever 
.quarter  they  came. 


He  had  said,-' in  the  course  of  his  remarks  yester- 
day, that  he  believed  tbe  Globe  to  be  asinl^ous 
paper,  and  ils  chief  editor  tm  infamous  man..  He 
baid  nothing  of  gentlemen  on  tbe  other  side,  who 
chose  to  vote  for  this  editor  as  Printer  to  tbe  Senate. 
But  by  matter  of  unlawful  inteience  and  illogical 
deduction,  two  or  three  bad  risen  and  underlaken 
to  consider  that  they  partoolt  of  the  infamy  of  Blair 
and  Bives,  if  they  be  infamous.  If  any  one  of  them 
had  appealed  to  blm  to  say  whether  be  regarded 
them  as  infamous  because, he  regarded  this  prioci-. 
pal  editor  as  infamous,  he  should  promptly  have 
said  that  he  bad  no  such  views.  But  no  such  ap- 
peal was  made  to  him;  and  yet  tbe  Senator  who 
sits  in  tbe  corner  yonder,  [Mr.  Sirtb  of  Conuecti- 
cai,]  and  who  must  excuse  him  if  be  (Mr.  Cut) 
considered  him  unworthy  of  his  noiice,  had  goae 
on  in  a  course  of  general  remarks,  which  were  evi- 
dently intended  for  him,  (Mr.  C.) '  He,  however, 
should  have  said  notbmg  to  bim,  [Mr.  S;]  but  a  Sena- 
tor, who  he  supposed  considered  himself  responsible, 
had  gone  a  step  further,  and  had  chosen  to  class 
him  (Mr.  Clat)  with  BUir,  and  to  consider  Blair 
as  equal  lo  him  in  ?very  point  of  view — in  reputa- 
tion and  every  thing  else.  Now,  this  was  alto- 
jether  an  unparliamentary  proceeding.  They  had 
the  right  to  comment,  and  in  tbe  free$t  maoBer,  on 
the  diaraeter  and  standing  of  persons  nominated 
for  office,  or  who.  had  come  before  them  as  these 
men  had  done.  Daring  his  long  services  in  the  Se.  . 
nate  he  dki  not  know  that  he  had  spoken  of  an  edi- 
tor, or  of  his  newspaper,  unless  the  matter  came 
up  before  the  Senate;  and  when  he  spoke  of  the  in- 
famy of  this  man,  he  spoke  of  him  in  con- 
nection with  his  daily  libels.  He  scarce- 
ly ever  looked  at  a  "paper,  edited  by  this 
man,  in  which  his  (Mr.  Clat's)  name  appeared, 
which  was  not  filled  with  untruths  and  misrepre. 
tentations.  Not  long  ago,  this  same  editor  called 
the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  John 
Catiline,  Calhoun,  and  it  was  charged  by  ibis  very 
editor  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  [Mr.  Cai>- 
boun]  to  speak  the  truth.  And  in  return,  it  had 
been  said  of  ibat  editor  that  be  looked  like  a  gal- 
vanized corpse.  Now,  if  they  were  lo  lake  the 
character  of  this  editor  from  what  bis  present 
friends  had  said  of  bim,  they  would  find  it  to  be 
infinitely  worse  than  any  thing  he  had  said,  bad 
as  it  might  be.  But  he  (Mr.  Cut)  shouU  be 
unwilling  to  take  the  character  of  his  (Mr. 
Blair's)  present  friends  from  what  be  had-  said  of 
those  friends,  foi  he  considered  him  a  common  li- 
beller, and  tbe  Globe  a  libel;  apd  for  the  Senawr 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Kinq]^  to  undertake  to  put 
him  on  an  equality  with  Blair,  c<>nstraii>ed  him  lo 
sa)  that  it  was  false,  untrue,  an4  cowardly. 

Mr.  KING  rose  and  said:  Mr.  President,  I  havs 
no  reply  to  make — none  whatever. 

Mr.  SMITH  rose  for  tbe  purpose  of  saylag 
but  one  word  in  answer  to  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky. It  seemed  that  he  (Sdr.  Smith)  was  not 
worthy  of  that  Senat»i's  notice. 

Mr.  CLAY.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  SMITH.  But  the  Senator  from  Eentaeky 
was  worthy  of  his  notice. .  He  did  nor,  however^ 
design  to  take  a  view  Of  those  chanuMristics  ij  the 
honorable  Senator  on  which  he  (Mr.  Smits).  pre- 
sumed that  Scnater  prided  himself;  but  he  was  wil- 
ling to  admit,  if  the  character  of  that  honorable 
Senator  was  to  be  formed  from  the  acts  of  his  pub- 
lic at:d  private  life,  he  did  possess  a  eharacter  tax 
more  notorious,  in  some  respects,  than  his, 
and  a  character  with  which  he  (Mr.  Smith)  did  not 
desire  that  bis  should  be  compared.  That  Senator 
pretended  lo  despise  him.  What  was  it  for?  Be 
bad  undertaken  to  say  that  he  (Mr,  Sbuta)  had 
thrown  out  remarks  to  him.  But  why^  sboulil 
that  honorable  Senator  take  any  thing  iM 
(Mr.  Smitb)  had  said,  to  himself?  Was 
it  because  he  (Mr.  Smitb)  bad  repelled  as  vile 
slanders  as  ever  came  from  a  vile  bean?  .  Hnahla 
as  he  (Mr.  Smith)  might  he,  he  would  not  descend 
to  the  prominent  points  of  the  character  of  that  ho- 
norable Senator,  which  gave  him  so  much  fame  ail 
over  Ihe  world.  He  (Mr.  Smith)  did  not  beloBg 
to  those  walks.  If,  however,  tbe  Senauv  thought 
those  prominent  characteristics  of  his  reputation 
gave  bim  a  distiaclion  of  such  elevation  as  lo  place 
him  (Mr.  Smitb)  beneath  his  notice,  he  would  dot, 
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in  ream,  eall  biin"che  SiiMitor  who  "sits  in  ihe 
comer,"  bat  he  would  le&ve  him  to  the  people;  who, 
ftiar  year«  heace,  will  show  the  Senator,  as  they 
have  shewn  him  heretofore,  that  they  nndersiand 
his  mpxiiatitm  and  know  how  to  appreciate  it. 

Mr.  PRESTON  regretted  that  any  thin;  shonid 
ham  occarred  that  should  hare  driven  honorable 
Senators  lo  do  any  thing  inconsistent  with  parlia- 
laeiMary  deeornm;  and  then  proceeded  at  length  to 
speak  on  the  resoliwion.   ' 

Mr.  WaiQHT  then  obtained  Ihe  floor,  but  gave 
way  for  amotion  to  a4iotun. 

IN  SENATE, 
Wkomsdat,  IVIarch  10,  I84i; 

Aniesttge  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  Uaiied -States,  containing  several  comnmnica* 
tions  of  an  Bxecative  diaracter. 

The  resolBtioB  to  dismiss  Blair  and  Rives  as 
PriBwrs'lv  the  Senate,  being  taken  tip — 

Mr.  WRIQHTs^idit  was  bis  intenobn  to  oeetipy 
the  lime  of  the  -Senate  but  for  a  very  few  minutes. 
They  moeh  more  frequently  than  they  were  aware 
of,  b«  apprehended,  made  their  conttlnsions  govern 
theiir  reasons,  rather  than  considered  well  their  rea- 
sons, and  let  them  dietale  their  conclusions.  It 
seented  to  him  that  tbeir  respected  opponents,  on 
this  occasion,  were  governing  themselves  by  this 
perverted  ralr;  and  it  shonld,  be  the  object  of  his 
few  remaiks  to  show  whereroie  he  pronounced  thb  ' 
eooeliuion.  Let  them  look  at  the  history  of  the 
actbm  «f  this  body  For  die  few  days  of  thisextra  ses- 
sieii.  On  the  day  before  yesterday  a  vacancy  io  the 
oflce  of  Serjeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate  was  fiHed: 
a  majority  of  Ihe  body  decided — and  it  was  not  then 
his  porpoae  to  complain  of  that  decision— that  their 
pubUe  dnty  leqtiired  that  it  should  be  filled.  It 
was  not  exactly  cemended  that  any  thing  in  aniici- 
patioD  daring  this  short  session  required  the  filling 
of  that  office,  b9t  that  in  prospect  an  «ztia 
session  might  be  held,  and  a  Sergeant-at-Arms 
might  be  required,  and  the  proper  performance  of 
the  dnty  of  the  body  was  to  fill  the  office  then,  and 
it  was  filled.  Now  they  had  a  Printer  to  the  Se- 
nate, and  he  expected  the  judgment  of  the  body 
was  abOQt  to  be  pronounced  that  ihey  should  have 
•one,  for  the  form  of  the  proceeding  before  them 
did  not  look  to  filling  a  vaeaiHsy.  What  was  the 
argument  in  reference  to  the  Sergeant-atF-Armsl 
That  he  afaouhl  have  time  to  prepare  himtelf  for 
the  discharge  of  his  duties,  in  the  case  of  an  early 
call  of  Congress,  If  that  was  a  good  argumeal 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Seifteant-at-Arms,  could 
they  say  to-day  that  they  should  di&mivs  their  Printer 
and  have  none,  because  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  was 
an  office  reqoiiing  preparation,  and  that  of  Printer 
to  the  body  was  a  place,  whether  office  or  not, , 
rehiring  none.  It  seemed  to  him  they  should 
IHM;  and  be  did  not  for  a  moment  suppose  such  a 
train  of  reasoning  won^d  be  indulged  in,  and  yet 
it  was  his  desire  to  ptesent  to  the  body  the  action 
of  the  body  as  it  had  been,  and  the  action  a.^  it  was 
proposed  to  be.  Whjr  was  the  law  of  1819, 
in  the  shape  of  a  joint  resolution,  passed  ? 
Beeaiis*,  as  he  had  always  been  informed  and  be- 
lisved,  it  was  supposed  that  this  business  of  print- 
ing Beqtiired  time— that  types,  and  presses,  and 
hands,  and  paper,  and  ink,  were  to  be  accumulated, 
preparatory  to  the  business  of  Congress;  and  hence 
it  was  that  the  expiring  Congress  named  the  Printer 
for  the  sneeeeding  Congress.  Now — and  they  were 
sitUng,  in  his  judgment,  in  a  very  questionable 
form,  to  peiform  any  of  these  acts,  but  he  had  no 
further  argoaent  ts  make  on  that,  for  it  had  been 
decided  by  the  Senate— sitting,  then,  he  repealed, 
lUider'cirenmstanoes  which  rendered  the  whole  very 
qnestionable,  they  were  called  upon  to  dismiss — 
caU  it  an  officer,  if  they  pleased,  or  a  contractor,  if 
Ihey  i^eaaed— that  agent  of  ibe  body  that  was  obn- 
neeted  with  the  pnblie  business,  in  relation  to  whom, 
in  tU  lime  past.  Congress  had  supposed  time  was 
required;  and  they  had  decided,  in  relaiidti  to  an 
oAeer  about  whose  duties  Congress  had  never  be- 
fore formed  any  such  judginent  in  cither  branch, 
that  he  shonld  be  appoiotod  in  advance,  and  have 
dme  to  prepare  for  the  discharge  of  bis  daties. 
Tkm  seemed  to  him  to  '  be-  the  -  position  in 
whieb  Uttf  ware  placing  themsotres,  and  he  desired 
|0  eonple^  this  eonslderation  with  the  fact,  as  he 


believed  it,  that  they  were  then,  for  the  first  time, 
within  Ihe  history  of  this  Goverament,  siuing  as 
a  Sena'.e  alone,  no  Congress  being  in  session — sit- 
ting uader  an  extraordinary  call  to  aid  an  Execu- 
Uve  in  forming  his  AdmiiHstralion— .ihsy  were  sit- 
ting with  open  doors,  ueeping  their  journal  in  the 
form  of  legislation,  and  transacting  this  business. 
Which  np  Senate  before  bad  ever  been  called  upon 
to  transact.  And  what  bad  been  the  jastificatient 
That  the  last  session  of  the  Senate,  which  expired 
•n  the  3d-  of  March,  bad  been  gnilty  of  a  asiirpa- 
tioD  and  abase  of  power  in  appointing  this  Printer. 
And  was  that  so?  And  was  it  to  be  so  said  in  tliat 
chamber,  and  to  that  body).  Why,  6ow  long  had 
that  nsorpation  contintudl '  Certainly  ever  since 
the  passage  of  the  resolntton  of  1819— twenty 
years  he  believed.  A  f^w  days-  ago  was  the 
eleyenih  occasien  on  which  the  Senate  had  thus 
appointed  a  Printer,  and  was  it  now  discovered,  for 
the  first  lime,  and  by  his  respected  opponents  on  that 
side  of  the  House,  that  this  was  a  usarpk- 
'  tiool  He  remembered  very  well,  a '  few  years 
ago  to  have  seen  the  same  thing  done  by  U;em; 
and  if  it  was  not  a  usurpation  then,  it  was  not  « 
asurpation  now.  He  did  not  design,  to  discuss  tite 
question  of  powei — it  had  been  better  discussed 
than  he  was  able  to  discuss -it;  he  merely  desired  to 
pre<;ent  to  gentlemen  the  .practical  effects,  and 
what  would  seem  to  him  to  be  the  practical  deduc- 
tions. Well,  then,  so  much  for  themtnner  in  which 
a  dismissal  of  officers  of  the  Senate,  ht  gentle- 
men now  choose  to  claim  them  to  be,  was  proposed 
-to'beraadeat  this  extraordinary  session,  and  in 
Ibis  extraordinary  manner.  And  no^  for  the  time, 
and  particularly  asit  was  applicable  to  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table.  He  believed  it  found  its  way 
there  on  the  -iih  of  March.  The  President  had 
completed  h's  Inaugural  Address,  and  had  taken 
the  oath  of  office,  bnt,  -he  believed  ibe  fact  tu  be, 
that  be  bad  not  bad  lime  to  clear  the .  walls 
of  the  Capitol'  on  his  way  to  the  President's 
House,  when  that  resolution,  was  laid  oa  ibe 
table  of  the  Senate.  There  was  then  most 
certainly  neihing  lost  in  point  of  time.  And  the 
resolution  was — wball  To  dismiss  an  oScrr,  ety 
gentlemen — an  officer  of  the  Senate — and  he  de- 
sired it  ta  be  tinderstnod  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
diseost  the  question  whether  the  Primer  wa<  an 
offitteror  not;  fbr  that,  too,  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate, bad  been  folly  and  clearly  discus^  by  bis 
friends  much  more  ably-  than  he  cenld  discnss  it 
liimself.  He  cared  not  whether  ihe  Printer  be  an 
( fficer  or  a  contractor,  or  -  what  they  ^pleased — it 
was,  be  supposed,  assumed  to  be  a  resolaiion  to 
di-^misfa  person  in  the  employment  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  by  a  competent  anlbority,  in  the  form  of  law. 
Weil,  in  that  Inaugural  Address,  and  coming 
from-oae  who  ought  to  be  the  organ  of  the  party  in 
power— o/  the  party  which  bad  placed  him  on  that 
high  elevation,,  what  did  he  te.ll  themt 

"It  was  the  remark  of  a  Roman  Consnl,  in  an 
early  period  ef  that  celebrated  Republic,  (hata 
moit  striking  contrast  was  observable  in  the  con- 
duct of  <^aadidates  for  offices  of  power  and.  trust, 
before  and  after  obtaining  them — they  seldom  car- 
ryins^  out,  in  the  latter  case,  the  pledges  and  pro- 
mises made  in  the  former.  However  much  the 
world  may  hare  improved,  in  many  respects,  in 
the  lapse  of  .upwards  of  two  thousand  years  since 
the  remark  was  made  by  the  virtuons  and  indignant 
Roman,  I  fear  that  a  sttict  examiQation  of  the,an- 
nals  of  some  ef  the  modern  elective  Governments, 
would  develope  similar  instances  of  violated  confi- 
dence." 

It  would  be  his  duly,  by  and  by,  to  refer  very 
briefly  to  what  were  the  pledge;,  before  the  elec- 
tion, of  that  distinguished  man,  on  this  particular 
point;  bnt  he  did  not  propose  to  do  it  now.  He 
merely  desired  the  Senate  to  remember  that  that 
speech  was  delivered,  and  that  this  resolution  fol- 
lowed instantly  upon  it.  And  now,  fur  the  reasons 
for  that  removal — because  they  had  seen  ihe  man- 
ner of  the  action,  and  the  lime  of  the  action — and 
he  gathered  those  reasons  as  he  had  heard  them 
given  there.  Was  it  that  those  contractors  had 
failed — for  the  same  individuals  who  are  now  the 
Printers  to  the  Senate  have  been  so  for  several 
years — had  thei«  been  a  suggestioit  of  any  failure 
in  the  performance  of  tbeir  daties  as  Printenl    He 


bad  heard  of  none,  neither  as  to  the  time  of  aeeom- 
pushing  their  labor,  nor  of  the  manner  of  its  ae- 
eomplisbment.  Then,  as  to  the  performance  of 
the  trust  which  they  had  undertaken  to  peiform 
for  tb«  United  States,  fault  was  not  fonnd.  Well, 
as  individaals,  as  private  citizens,  perfectly  sepa- 
rate, in  every  sense,  from  their  connection  with  a 
political  partisan.newspaper,  had  fanlt  been  fuqnd} 
He  bad  not  heard  it.  He  bad  enjoyed  a  conside- 
rable acquaintance  with  those  two  individuals  for 
some  years,  and  he  owed  it  to  them  to  say,  and  he 
said  it  cheerfully,  that  in  private  life  be  found 
them  amiable  hnd  estimable  men,  correct  in  their  - 
moral  deportment,  so  far  as  be  bad  eyer  seen  or 
heard,  and  esteemed  by  ihe  society  in  which  they 
Lived;  As  connected  with  their  newspaper,  he  bad 
beard  fault  enqogh;  he  had  heard  none  in  any 
other  coni^ecfion;  he  assumed  that  node  had  been 
fonnd.  Then,  how  stood  the  matter?  They  are 
the  conducters  of  a  political  newspaper;  and  be- 
cause that  paper  had  been  conducted  offensively  to 
their  opponents,  they  were-  to  be  thus  summarily 
dismissed  from  the  place  they  held,  whether  it  be  a 
contract  or' an  office.  It  was,  then,  a  political  re- 
moval, and  nothing  more  nor  less.  It  concentres 
itself  in-  that;'  aad  t^o  other  aspect,  he  presumed, 
wonld  be  attempted  to  be  given  to  it.  He  had  ne- 
ver, in  his  life,  been  in  the  habit  of  entering  into 
discussions  as  to  the  mode  of  condiicting  the  pnblie 
press.  He  hoped  never  to  indnlga  in  them.  Hs 
knew  the  press,  upon  all  sides,  was  conducted  with 
too  much  looseness;  he  wished  it  were  better.  He 
was  not  disposed,  on  this  oooasion,  to  make  a  dis- 
tinctipn  between  the  press  on  one  side  or  the 
other — faie  merely  desired  to  bring  this  4i$CBSsi«n 
to  the  point  ibat,  for  reuons  connected  ifith  the 
Globe  newspaper — reasons  purely  and  excliuitely 
growing  out  of  the  angry  political  strife  of  the 
day — this  dismissal  was  to  take  place.  There  the 
action  was  ba^ed;  and  if  he  had  understood  all  be- 
bad  heaid,  it  was  based  qo  that  alone,  and  had'no 
greater  extent.  Now,  having  considered  the  mtui- 
ner  of  the  act,  the  time  of  the  action,  and,ihe  rea- 
sons for  it,  let  thein  look  a  little  to-  the-  political 
parties  and  tbeir  relations.  And  here  be  must  be 
permitted  to  say,  what  he  hoped  he  need  not  ataiiy 
time  say,  that  be  did  not  design  to  make  any  re- 
marks catonlatcd  ta  excite.  He  did  not  design, 
nor-had  he  any  occaiioii  to  make,  -any  personal 
remarks;  but  be  had  ibe  ri^ht,  and  he  believed  it 
was  his  duty,  to  slate  what  he  believed  to  be  tbepre- 
sent  history  of  the  ccuntry  in  reference  to  political 
parties,  And  he  appealed  to  every  member  of  the 
body,  and  be  appealed  ^ithas  much  confidence  to  his 
opponeois  as  to  bis  poliliisal  friends,  whether  there 
had  been  i>ny  single  point  in  the.  last  heated  and 
exciting  political  struggle  mote  distinctly  set  forth, 
and  more  constantly  debated  be''ore  the  country, 
than  the  point  of  removals  from  office  for  political  - 
opinion's  sake?  Had  there  ^been  any  ontcry  against 
the  last  Administration,  and  the  one  whieb  pre- 
ceded it,  more  commonly  raised  than  that  of  po- 
litical proscription  for  opinion's^  sake?  And  bow 
long  since  was  it  that  he  heard,  in  this  chamber, 
from  a  most  eloquent  Senator,  now  no  longer  a 
member  of  this  body,  that  he  had  seen  officers  of 
the  Federal  Qovernmeat  whispering  their  opi- 
nions, because  they  durst  not  pronouace  them 
under  that  proEcriptive  Administration?  And 
while  that  honorable  Senator  said  this,  he  re- 
pudiated and  condemned  that  proscripiive  policy; 
and  be  (Mr.  WitioHT)  had  read  to  them,  <Vom  the 
Inauguraladdress  of  the  President,  what  he  seem- 
ed to  suppose  was  to  be  the  practice  of  his  parly. 
He  (Mr.  Wright)  did  not  charge  on  the  President 
— he  did  not  believe,  in  his  heart,  that  the  President 
had  any  agency  in  this  matter.  He  did  not  intend 
to  condemn  the  President  in  advance.  -  He  did  not 
mean  to  condemn  any  man  so;  but  the  country  had 
a  right  to  expect  that  be  was  the  exponent  of  the 
principles  and  praciiees  of  his  party.  And  what 
now  is  that  practice?  '  An  instantaneous  removal 
of  a  political  opponent.  A  movement  made  in 
point  of  time,  he  believed,  sooner  than  any  more- 
ments  of  such  a  character,  at  any  period  of  the  his* 
tory  of  this  Government,  and  a  movement,  as  he 
bad  attempted  to  show,  and  at  he  believed  the 
fact  to  be,  to  remove  merely  for  political  cause. 
He  would  not,  on   this  occasion,  go  into  the  argit- 
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ments  which  connected  (his  Movement  with  the  pnb- 
lie  press.  He  would  only  ask  Senators  to  pause 
and  consider  how  long  it  bad  been  since  their  print- 
ing had  been  performed  by  any  other  contractor 
than  the  condoctor  of  a  partisan  newspaperl  Cer- 
tainly not  since  the  passftge  of  the  law  of  1819. 
And  what  were  ibey  then  deelaringi  That  if  their 
Prinieis  were  the  condqctors  of  a  partisan  newspa- 
per, they  mnst  "whisper"  their  opinions,  as  an 
Honorable  Senator  had  said;  and  that  they  were 
not  to  express  them  boldly  and  like  freemen; 
that  if  they  proclaimed  their  opinions  in 
Iheif  journal  or  newspaper,  they  most  meet 
with  dismissal  from  Congress.  Was  not  that' 
the  piractical  condition)  And  had  they  not,  then, 
the  right  to  tarn  to  their  opponents,  and  ask  them 
if  they  were  anthorized  to  expect  this  as  the  Srst 
step  of  this  Administration  which  was  to  annihilate 
proecriptioal  He  knew  the  paper  spoken  of  had 
been  a  warm  political  paper;  he  did  not  know  that 
U  had  been  any  more  so  Uian  two  others,  and  the 
only  two  other  prominent  joamals  in  this  District. 
And  he  thought  he  did  know  that  neither  of  the  per- 
sons connected  with  the  Olobe  luid  ever  commit- 
ted, either  as  editors  or  as  men,  so  flagrant  an 
abuse  of  the  Cong^ss  of  the  eonotry,  a^  another 
editor  bad  eomnuited  in  a  public  and  official 
speech,  within  a  few  days,  in  the  streets  of  this 
city.  He  would  net  now  either  read  that  speech 
or  comment  upon  it;  but  he  mentioned  it  to' show 
that  all  editors  were  violent  partisans;  and  that 
whether  writing  for  their  newspapers,  or  in  their 
official  capacity,  they  write  with  a  freedom  of  lan- 
guage sometimes  riot  tolerated  by  troth.  Could 
diey  restrain  their  licentiousne!<s7  Shoald  they, 
sitting  there  in  that  capacity,  iryl  In  bis  opinion 
they  should  not.  He  had  already  raid  be  should 
not  discuss  the  qneation  whether  the  Printer  of  the 
Senate  was  an  officer  of  the  Senate,  or  a  contractor 
with  the  Senate;  but  this  he  simply  would  say,  that 
the  argument  of  an  honorable  Senator,  made  yes- 
terday, based  principally  on  Webster,  did  not  sa- 
tisfjr  his  mind.  The  honorable  Senator  had  argued 
that  an  election  must  prodtice  an  officer,  and  the 
Senator  asked  if  any  body  had  ever  beard  of  an 
election  of  a  contractor.  Well,  if  the  honorable 
Senator  would  tell  him  (Mr.  Wrioht)  Row  he 
could  obtain  a  coiitractor  for  evtn  his  private  busi- 
ness, without  an  election,  he  would  answer  hisarga- 
meat.  He  (Mr.  Wbiqrt)  knew  of  no  other  way; 
and  he  considered,  so  far  as  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor's'argument  was  concerned,  that  it  was  enough 
to  (ay  that  the  choosing  in  this  case,  or  the  election, 
by  the  vote  of  the  Senate,  was  merely  the  selection 
of  a  man  to  perform  that  doty;  and  that  instead  of 
imposing  it  on  iheir  Secretary  to  elect  a  contractor,' 
as  well  as  to  make  (he  contract,  the  Senate  chcse 
to  designate  the  individual,  leaving  iheir  officer  to 
make  the  contract  with  him.  And  this  appeared 
to  be  a  proper  use  of  the  term.  Webster  said,  to 
"elect"  was  to  ''pick  oiit,  to  select  from  among 
two  or  merer— to-select  or  take  for  an  office  or  em- 
ployment— to  choose  from  among  a  number — to 
select  or  manifest  preference  by  vote  or  designa- 
tion." And  the  definition  of  the  word  "election" 
in  Webster,  was,  "the  act  of  choosing;  choice;  the 
•et  of  selecting  one  or  more  from  others;  the  act 
of  choosing  a  person  to  fill  an  office  or  employ- 
ment by  any  manifestation  of  preference  as  by 
ballot,  uplifted  hands,  or  viva  vote,  as  the  elec- 
tion of  aking,  a  president,  or  a  mayor. 

They  might  as  well  elect  a  man  to  do  a  job  of 
work  as  to  elect  a  President  of  the  United  States; 
it  was  only  a  mode  of  designating  the  individual 
whom  they  wonld  put  in  charge  of  certain  dnties. 
They  might  designate  a  person  for  a  certain  position, 
and  call  him  an  officer;  they  might  give  him  a 
commission  and  rank,  as  in  the  case  of  a  purser  in 
the  navy,  mentioned  yesterday;  in  another  case, 
they  might  name  the  contractor  to  build  their 
house,  or  a  post  office,  or  a  patent  office,  or  to  do 
their  printing.  He  did  not  dftire,  however,  to 
protract  this  discussion;  nor  was  it  necessary,  for 
this  point  had  been  argued  so  much  more  clearly 
and  ably  than  he  could  do  it.  He  would,  then, 
tronbte  them  no  longer  than  lo  say  that  his  purpose, 
yesterday  and  to-day,  had  been  simply  to  place  be- 
fore this  body  this  subject  as  it  had  presented  itself 
10  his  own  mind,  -and  l»  Mil  upon  (hem  to  sa^ 


whether  it  was  in  conformity  with  what  should  be 
understood  to  be  the  declarations  of  the  President, 
and  whether  it  was  in  conformity  with  the  protesta- 
tions Of  the  party,  before  they  reached  power. 

And  let  him  say  to  those  gentlemen,  that  we 
(the  late  majority)  might  have  done  intiny  things 
wrong,  but  those  gentleman  would  be  wise  not  lo 
follow  our  bad  example.  And  yet  w*  never  de- 
nied that  we  preferred  to  carry  on  (he  Qovem- 
ment,  when  in  power,  through  the  agency  of  our 
political  friend^,  than  through  that  of  our  oppo- 
nents. They  did  not  repiidiate  dpctrines  of  ibis 
kind;  they  avowed  the  doctrines  to  the  extent  to 
whicii  they  practised  them.  Bat  what  was  charged 
upon  ihemt  That  they  avowed  them  to  the  whole 
exteiit.  Well,  look  at  Iheir  practice;  and  he  feared 
some  of  the  friends  of  the  gentlemen  opposite  were 
regretting' that  they  had  not  gbtie  further.  He 
(Mr.  WaiGRT)  said  this  in  no  ill  temper.  He  had 
found  several  of  his  acqiiainlanoes,  on  vifiitinff  this 
city,  were  astonished  to  find  such  a  numberof  offices 
filled  with  what  Ibey  considered  "good  'Whigs." 
Yes,  the^  prizes  were  infinitely  diminished  because 
they  had  noc  pushed  this  doctrine  further.  They 
(the  late  Administration)  did  not  repudiate  it;  it 
was  the  other  side  that  did  so;  and  he  begged  the 
gentlemen  opposite  would  not  lead  them  into  the 
practice  of  a  doctrine  which  those  gentlemen  had 
themselves  proscribed. 

Mr.  MANQUM  spoke  at  length  in  support  of 
hi?  resofation.  He  denied  that  it  Was  predicated  . 
on  the  sole  ground  of  political  opinion;  that  had  its 
infiaenc<,but,  in  addition  to  that,  there  was  a  want 
of  personal  confidence  in  the  present  officers.  The 
Printer  of  the  Execniive  document?  of  the  body 
innst  necessarily  be  informed  of  the  progress  of  the 
most  delicate  negotiations;  and  by  the  infidelity  gaf 
the  Printer,  these  negotiations  might  be  broken  ofi^, 
and  this  nation  might  be  thrown  into  a  war  with  a 
foreign  power.  It  was  necessary,  then,  that  they 
should  have  an  officer  in  whom  they  could  have 
strict  personal  confidence,  and  not  one  whose  pre- 
dilections were  with  an  opposing  party.  He  bad 
no  wish  to  deprive  any  man  of  any  legal  right;  but 
rather  than  keep  in  these  Printers,  he  woitld  con- 
sent to  pay  $100,000,  if  awarded  by  a  legal  tribu- 
nal.'-' The  character  of  the  Senate,  the  dignity  nf 
that  body,  their  self-rrspeci,  and  the  public  opinion 
of  the  country,  reqiiired  that  these  men  should  walk 
out  of  office. 
'  Mr.  SEVIER  was  "not  so  soft"  as  to  imagine 
that  any  thing  that  he  or  those  who  acted  with  him; 
could  say  on  thi's  sabject,  would  prevent  the  passage 
of  this  resolution.  Tlie  thing  was  fixed,  and  he  consi- 
dered that  sometime  between  this  and  the  fi|8t  of 
Juiie,  Blair  and  Rives  were  to  be  dismisseo  from 
being  Public  Printers;  and  he  only  rote,  and  he 
supposed  his  firiends  had  the  same  intention,  to  tear 
the  mask  off  the  gentlemen  opposite,  who  were 
about  to  illustrate  their  spirit  of  toleration,  of 
which  they  had  said  so  much  to  the  people.  It 
now  seemed  that  their  tolr*ration,  and  kindoess,  and 
forbearance,  of  which  the;  had  been  told  during 
the  last  three  or  four  months,  was  to  turn  ou>,  as 
he  had  ever  believed  yl  would  turn  out— a  sheer 
humbug,  and  he  wished  it  to  be  seen  by  the  specta- 
tors and  the  country,  that  it  lasted  until  the  4th  of 
March,  and  no  longer.  A  friend  of  his  had  this 
morning  read  an  extract  from  the  Inaugural  ad- 
dress He  (Mr.  Ssvier)  haiJ  not  had  time  to  read 
the  whole  of  it,  but  he  should  do  so  on  board  the 
steamboat  on  his  return  home,  He,  however,  lis- 
tened to  it  and  heard  much  of  Rome  and  Asia  Minor, 
and  Scandinavia,  aad  ihe  Roman  Empire,  and  be 
know  not  what,  but  he  should  reiume  the 
discoiirse  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  They  also 
heard  of  forbearance  and  toleration;  but  who  be- 
lieved ill  Who  of  the  twenty  thonsand  or  thirty 
thousand  persons  who  heard  it — half  of  whom  were 
office  seekers— believed,  for  a  moment,  that  that  for- 
bearance and  toleration  were  to  be  carried  out  into 
practice)  He  (Mr.  Sbvier)  had  no  faith  in  those 
professions,  nor  of  their  reirenchment  either.  They 
had  already  had  one  chapter  under  the  head  of  re- 
trenchment, in  the  election  of  a  Sergeant-at-Arms, 
who  would  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  re- 
ceive his  salary  until-  the  meeting  of  the  next 
Congress;  and  this  was  to  be  chapter  one,  under 
the  head  of  r«form.    Now,  he  regretted  tiitt  the 


gentlemen  di^  not  come  forward  with  manly  bold- 
ness, and  say  "these  men  must  die,  and  we  will  be^ 
head  them."  They  had  die  power,  and  that  W 
reason  enough.  Why,  the  Senator  from  Son  h  Ca> 
roUna,  [Mr.  Prxstok-,]  who  had  addressed  them,  had 
talked  about  the  joint  resolution  being  a  noHity,  and 
lie  had  said  that  of  that  resolution  they  had  power 
to  disencumber  themselves.  But  did  not  that  Se- 
nator himself,  in  1835,  and  perhaps  before,  too^ 
vote  to  elect  Printers  for  this  body  be^re  the  4lh 
of  March)  Well,  if  it  was  nnconstitutional  now, 
it  was  unconstitutional  then;  and  why  did  not  tlnit 
honorable  Senator  get  up  in  his  place  and  object 
to  it?  Why  did  he  vote  to  siutain  what  was  on- 
(ot^sUtutional)  Did  a  change  in  the  body  from  a 
majority  to  a  minority  change  the  co&siilutiOnaUtjr 
of  that  resolntioal  No:  its  constitutionali^  stood 
the  same,  whether  the  gentlemen  were  in  a  nkajori- 
ty  or  minority.  It  had  been'  very  properly  said 
that  this  was  a  permanent  body,  and  that  the  dec- 
'tion,  whether  before  the  4ih  of  March  or  after,  was 
good  and  valid.  .  It  had  been  acquiesced  in  before, 
as  he  found,  on  looking  at  the  ayes  and  noes.  It 
had  been  the  practice  for  twenty  odd  years;  and  no 
one  eve^  disputed  it  before.  'Why,  in  the  other 
House,  in  1833,  Gales  and  Seaton  were  elected  with 
ninety-nine  vo'es;  but,  aOerwanls,  a  doenment  was 
'  published,  signed  by  a  hundred  members,  in  wbitsh ' 
they  stated  that  they  voted  for  Blair  and  Rives,  Jmd 
yet  Blair  and  Rives  lost  their  election.  A  nev 
election  was  claimed,  on  the  ground  that  Oiles  and 
S»ton  had  been  chosen  either  by  fraud  or  mis- 
take; and  what  then  was  the  cry  from  Ihe  "gtori- 
ous  Whigsl"  What  did  Gales  and  Seaton  say? 
'Why,  column  upon  column  was  written  to  ak4w 
that  what  was  done  by  that  body  was  beyond  the 
reach  of  snbseqaent  interference,  and  the  eleetioii 
was  considered  settled,  when  those  Prinlerc  bad  a 
majority  against  ihem  in  that  Congress. 

But  now,  they  were  told  it  was  indiscreet  and 
improper  that  Blair  and  Rives  should  be  retained, 
because  they  had  confidential  printing,  and  tbef 
might  betray  the  secrets  of  the  body.  'Well,  if  thej 
did,  remove  them,  and  he  wonld  vole  for  it;. but  bad 
they  not  hitherto  printed  confidential  document;,  and 
was  there  a  man  (here  who  could  charge  them  with 
having  betrayed  their  trust)  Wonld  they  prefer 
giving  the  printing  to  a  man  to  be  selected  by  this 
body,  who,  unable,  to  discharge  his  duties,  haviag 
neiiber  types  nor  presses,  ^ould  transfer  their  coa- 
fidehtial  printing  to  others  who  were  not  designated 
by  the  Senate,  aad  in  whom  the  Senate  might  not 
have  oonfidencj!)  ■  The  thing  had  already  beat 
done,  and  Allen  of'  the  MaiUmnum,  when  elected 
Printer  some  time  since,  was  obliged  to  traosier  i( 
to.  Gales  aiid  Seaton. 

Bat  one  Senator  bad  said  that  the  ntain  objeiet 
was  to  remove  Messrs.  Blair  and  Rives.  'Well^ 
go  ahead  and  do  it;  all  be  (Mr.  8s- 
viss)  wanted  was,  that  Ibey  shoald  boldly  avow 
what  Ibey  do.  Let  them  come  forward  like  men, 
and  say  it  was  their  will  and  plea-sure— let  theat 
say  it  boldly,  and  do  it  like  men;  for  such  reasons 
as  were  given,  contrary  to  the  practice  of  years, 
were  lost  on  him.  One  'Senator  would  remove 
Blair  and  Rives,  becaiise,  he  alleged,  ibey  were 
forced  on  (hem  at  the  last  moment.  He  bad  no 
doubt  Blair  and  Rives  were  nnaceepiable  lo  those 
gentlemen;  but  was  that  new)  Were  Gales  and 
Beaton  acceptable  to  his  side  of  the  House  in  1833 
and  1835)  No:  these  things  were  the  result  of  the 
accidents  of  party  warfare,  which  had  always  beeo, 
and  always  would  be,  acted  on  as  long  as  this  was 
a  Government.  He  (Mr.  Ssvnta)  was  one  of  those 
who  had  helped  to  gag  it  down  on  those  gentfeloen, 
and  he  would  do  it  again  if  he  bad  the  power.  Bat 
he  had  risen  merely  to  tell  these  galleries  that 
this  cry  aboat  toleration  was  1Ul  humbug.  They 
had  already  the  whole  matter  illustrated  In  two 
chapters— the  one  headed  "Retrenchment,"  and  tbe.- 
oiher  "Reform;"  and  he  wished  the  gentlemen  to 
take  down  iheir  false  sign,  aiid  to  put  up  a  irae 
one. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  observed,  that  at  one  time  be 
had  not  expected  to  take  part  in  this  debate.  Meet 
of  what  he,  afterwards  intended  to  say,  had  been 
recently  explained  by  others.    He  shoald,  there- 

tfore,  crowd  himself  on  Ihe  attention  of  the  Senate 
for  only  a  few  minutes,  and  on  matters  connected 
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tTitb  his  peculiar  posiiien,  on  vrhat  was  ifot  already 
ezhaasted.  The  qaestions  before  us  probably  ap- 
peared somewhat  different  to  him,  as  a  new  mem- 
ber, than  to  those  who  bad  occupied  a  seat  here  in 
Febraary,  and  misgled  in  ihe  excitsment  and  dis- 
enssions  which  accompanied  the  election  of  iha 
present  Printers.  To  him  some  of  these  questions 
•eemed  extraordinary.  He  wt«  summened  here  to, 
m  session  of  the  Senate  without .  the  House  of  Re- 
preseniatives;  and,  of  coarte,  a  session  for  the 
traosaciion  of  BxecotiTe  business  merely.  This 
body  was  a  permanent  cae;  and  hence  it  was'snp-  - 
posed  ttiat  do  mw  officers  were  to  be  elected,  if  no 
raeansies  already  existed.  But  if  they  did  exist, 
he  entertained  no  doubt  ^e  could  complete  the 
organizaiion^of  the  body,  and,  fill  those  vacancies, 
if  the  officers  were  believed  to  be  necessary,  or  if 
we  had  any  business  for  them  to  do;  and  whether 
SBch  an  election  was  conduoied  with  open  or  closed 
dDors,  was  not  very  material,  it  being  an  organic 
measure,  or,  in  other  words,  an  act  of  inherent 

Kwer,  or,  as  denominated  by  the  Senator  from 
i1awaie,*[^.  Bitaho,]  "absolute  power." 
It  was  neither  legistative  nor  executive,  strictly 
speaking;  but  being  one  of  organization,  it 
seemed  proper,  either  to  precede  any  other  busi- 
siness,  or  to  be  taken  up  when  the  necessary  occa- 
tioD  demanded.  But  what  did  we  see?  Was  the 
oiBoe,  cmploymen' ,  or  contract  of  a  Printer  vacanil 
Nothing  of  the  kind.  The  resolution  under  coii- 
sideration  was  not  then  required  to  organize  this 
body,  but  tended  directly  tn  ditorganitt  it.  It  went 
to  create  vacancies,  instead  of  filling  them.  It  as- 
signed no  reason  whatever  for  making  them,  and 
did  not  even  propose  to  fill  themv  when  made.  On 
ila  face,  therefore,  it  stemed  disorganizing,  as  well 
as  out  of  order,  irregular  anl  nnaecessary. 
lloet  unfortunately,  then,  we  commence  onr  pro- 
oeedittga  in  disoreanization.  Where  they  will  end, 
remains  to  be  seen.  "     .       ' 

Bat  it  ha::  been  observed  that  sometimes,  if  not 
on  this  «ccBsion,itwasjuslifiable  to  force  vaeaneies, 
and  then  proceed  to  new-  electiouF.  In  such  cases, 
however,  it  would  seem  a  proper  preliminary,  that 
in  some  report,  resolution,  or  motion,  reasims  for  it 
should  at  least  be  assigned,  if  not  proved,  in  order 
that  it  might  appear  on  the  record  why  action  was. 
proposed,  and  definite  notice  given  of  what  was  to 
be  meL  If  the  last  election  of  Printers  was  con- 
sidered unconsiimtional,  or,  if  the  incumbents  bad 
since  grossly  misbehaved  in  their  official  capacity, 
why  are  nof  these  grotinds  of  removal  regularly 
set  forth?  If,  considering  the  Printers  merely  offi- 
cers, and  in  no  re.opect  contractors,  it  is  admitted 
that  various  (tronnds  miKht  be  supposed  which 
eoBldbe  considered  sufficient,  if  duly  stated,  and 
proved.  But  unless  these  were  done,  the  proceed- 
ing looked  extraordinary,  and  new  members  were 
acting  in  the  dark;  and  our  journal,  he  feared, 
would  appear  discreditable.  But,  aside  from  this, 
what  reasons  have  been  assigned,  orally,  in  favor 
of  the  resolution?  Nobody  has  pretended,  in  this 
debate,  as  I  understand  it,  that  the  election  of  Blair 
and  Rives  was  uDcoostituiional.  The  mover  him- 
self [Mr.  Mahoitm]  says  he  will  not  call  it  so;  and 
if  Ihe  oppesiie  side,  as  a  parly,  seriously  assomed 
anch  ground,  their  acts  should  correspond,  and  they 
would  at  once  proceed  to  choose  Successors  to  the 
present  incumbents,  instead  of  offering  this  resolu- 
tion to  remove  them. 

The  resolution  itself,  then,  recognises  them  to  be 
in.  office  constitutionally.  Indeed,  they  were  elect- 
ed at  the  usual  time,  in  the  usual  manner,  and  on 
Ibe  usual  terms,  which  have  profiled  for  nearly 
twenty  years  in  thi;*  body.  What  thould  impeach 
such  an  election?  The  only  argument  against  its 
validity  that  I  have  heard  on  this  occasion,  has 
been,  thatjhe  other  House  had  recently  obtained 
their  printing  to  be  dose  at  a  less  price  than  was 
provided  in  the  joint  resolution  of  1819.  But  it 
would  be  difficult  to  prove  that  the  departure  from 
Ihe  law  by  one  House  vitiated  its  force  with  the 
other,  which  might  prefer  to  adhere  to  the  law;  or 
that  the  members  of  the  other  Hoqss  could  net 
procure  their  printing  to  be  done  more  economical- 
ly than  the  law  required,  if  opportunity  offered,  and 
still  not  be  guilty  of  any  illegality,  nor  the  law 
itself  become  void. 

Considering  these  Printers;  therefore,  as  duly  in 


office,  and,  for  argument,  merely  at  this  moment, 
that  no  contract  exists,  but  that  the  present  resolution 
proposes  to  dismiss  them  from  office  only,  the 
question — and,  in  my  view,  the  first,  if  not  the 
most  important  question — rerurs,  Is  tt  intended  to 
be  done  with  or  without  cause?  Which?  Its  lan- 
guage is  silent  on  that  pninl,  and  hence  the  natural 
inference  may  be,  that  the  removal  is  contemplated 
to  be  made  wiihoat  cause.  Yet  several  gentlemen, 
in  debate,  strongly  disclaim  any  such  design  or 
motive,  and  detail  various  reasons  for  the  measure. 
But,  in  the  threshold,  all  of  us  ought  to  form  ex- 
plicit opinions  on  this  point.  It  is  due  to  justice, 
frankness,  manliness.  And  if,  in  truth,  any  mem- 
ber votes  for  Ihe  removal  without  cause,  then  I  pre- 
sume the  act,  in  him,  is  admitted  to  be  an  arbi- 
trary act.  It  is  laerely  ue  volo—rio.jiibe0.  It  is  an 
act  which  I  will  not  presume  ever  to  occur,  as  it 
appears  to  ma  one  ntterly  unworthy  this  dignified 
assembly.  It  would  be  sheer  caprice  and  wan- 
tonness; and  if  not  rank  injostict,  it  at  least  can 
never  be  vindicated  in  the  high  forum  of  tbe  Ame-^ 
rican  Senate. 

Whatever  a  collector  might  do  to  a  tide-waiter, 
in  a  moment  of  irritation  and  displeasure,  this 
a»sembly  of  ambassadors  from  the  sovereign  Slates 
of  oar  great  Union,  can  never  set  an  example  of 
removal  without  ^ny  cause  whatever,  because  so 
derogatory  to  it,  and  at  the  same  time  so  dangerons 
to  other  legislative  assemblies.  Over  onr  whole 
country,  they  look  up  to  us  for  decorum,  gravity, 
caution,  and  wisdom.  Beyond  all  this,  if  these 
Printers  be  at  the  same  time  contractors,  which  I 
shall  endeavor-  to  demonstrate  hereafter,  such  a 
removal,  without  any  cause  whatever,  would  not 
only.be  arbitrary,  aiid  of  evil  example,  but  grossly 
illegal.  ^ 

In  either  view,  therefore,  whether  as  officers  or 
contractors,  I  under!!tand  alt  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  who  have  spoken,  admit  the  existence  of 
a  cause  for  th<  removal,  and  iba^  admit  the  impro- 
priety of  acting  without  one.  Then,  what  is  the 
cause?  what  its  validity?  and  how  is  it  ascertained 
or  tried? 

The  gentleman  from  Xorth  Carolina,  who  offer- 
ed the  resolution,  says  it  is  a  cause,  not  solely  po- 
Htictl.  The  member  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay] 
avowed  it  was  a  cause  touching  something  in/a- 
motti  in  the  management  of  the  public  press. 
Others  appeared  to  speak  of  mere  poHtieal  difference' 
of  opinion  ai  infficient  to  justify  the  removal. 
Others,  who  have  not  yet  spoken,  are  supposed  te 
be  ready  to  vote  for  their  dismissal,  either  for  that 
reason  alone,  or  for  that,  coupled  with  some  indefi- 
nite, undefined  incompatibility  of  temper,  difference 
of  fashion  and  appearance,  or  want  of  harmony  in 
feeling  and  taste.  Now,,  let  me  caution  gentlemen 
who  may,  even  in  common  oases,  remove  from  of- 
fice for  a  mere  difference  in  political  opinions, 
though  most  on  the  other  side,  it  is  believed,  are 
pledged  not  to  remove  at  all  for  that  cause,  that 
they  stand  on  very  slippejy  ground  in  removal  of 
printers  for  a  mere  difference  in  political  views. 
In  the  first  place,  the  sufficiency  of  this  cause  in 
ordinary  instances  is  viewed  not  alike  among  all 
gentlemen  on  either  side.  But  I  do  not  propose  to 
discuss  that  question  now.  Be  it  remembered, 
however,  that  he  who  votes  for  this  removal  (or 
that  cause  alone,  and  has  heretofore  censured 
others  for  removals  on  account  of  it,  must  admit 
that  he  has  done  a  wnug  to  others,  or  is  now  doing 
ene  himself. 

If  his  course  be  now  right,  so  was  theirs.  But 
much  more  than  this.  If  sn6h  aconite  was  right 
in  relation  to  officers  not  Printers,  and  adopted  by 
ordinary  tribnniiK  it  byno  means  follows  that  it  is 
expedient  or  justifiable  in  respect  to  a  class  of  rffi- 
cers  connected  with  the  public  press.  Nor  should 
it  ever,  in  my  apprehension,  be  hastily  exercised, 
.  in  the  unusual  form  now  proposed,  by  such  a  po- 
litical tribunal  as  the  Senate,  whose  doings  can  be 
communicated  to  their  respective  States  only  to  a 
very  limited  extent,  except  through  a  free,-  bold  and 
vigilant  press.  I  say,  then,  in  this  view,  that  the 
present  is  a  new  case  in  our  annaU.  Qrant,  then, 
that  some  gentleman  may  feet  justified  elsewhere 
in  making,  for  such  a  cause,  the  removal  of  an 
ordinary  officer,  it  should  require  grave  considera- 
tion in  them  as  Etenator*,  memben  of  a  representa- 


tive body,  to  drive  away  from  around  that  body, 
merely  for  a  difference  in  opinion  in  polities,  the 
only  watch  dogs  of  their  masters— the  people  and 
the  States.  They  are  the  sentinels  wht)  scrutinize 
our  conduct,  and  daily  repert  it  in  behalf  of  oar 
constituents — the  public  censors,  to  criticise  it  ful- 
ly and  fearlessly — to  expose  errors  or  foibles,  and 
bang  up  vices,  if  any,  to  indignant  reprobation. 

Again,  are  we  to  claim  10  be  above  mistakes — 
immai;nlate?    Are  we  alone  to  be  sareened  and  all 
beside  exposed?    Are  we  more  holy  than  other  citi- 
zens?   In  brief,  the  effect  of  such  removals,  if  not 
revolting  to  public  sentiment  and  causing  a  speedy 
and  Fcomfnl  re-action,  cannot  but  tend,  however 
well  meant.to  sap  the  whole  foundations  of  theliber^ 
of  the  press.  It  laysthe  axe  at  the  root  of  its  indepen- 
dence. It  tends  to  render  it  cra<'en  and  covtudly— 
to  sitende  its  warnings— to  make  it  fawn  around 
power,  rather  than  expose  its  wrongs  or  rebuke  its 
us&rpations.    It  is  the  business  and  duty  of  politi- 
cal edi'ors  to  be  vigilant,  and  indeed  censorious, 
where  occasion  appears  to  require  it.    It  is  their 
fearless  vocation.     Shall  we  attempt  to  unnerve 
them?    Can  error  of  opinion  be  tolerated  at  all, 
unless  reason  is  left  free  to  combat  it?  And'will  not 
liberty  of  eonscienee  become  also  in  jeopardy  by 
saeh  a  course?  #ui,  gentlemen  exclaim,  at  least 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  does,-  these  Printers 
are    to    be    removed,     net    merely   for    diffe- 
rence  in   polidcal   opinion,    but   for   harth   re- 
flections OB  members  of  this'  body^for  libellous 
strictures— that  retjuire  this  kind  of  punishment,  or 
justify  such  retaliatory  measures.    This  opens  a 
new  and  wide  field  for  reflection.    Real  libels  are 
a  crime,  and  punishable  as  such  at  common  law. 
Are  we  to  accuse  others  of  cringes,  and  punish 
them  here  in  this  summary .  form — without  hear- 
ing— without    a    ^pecification — notice — a   jury- 
counsel,  or  witness?    Are  we  to  do  all  this,  also, 
in  onr  own  cases,  interested  and  ex  jmltl  to  be 
accusers,  judges,  and  ezeeutioners?    This  course 
has  been  called  military,  but  is  it  not  going  beyond 
even  a  drum-head  court  martial?    The  humblest 
citizen,  for  the  smallest  effence,  is  by  the  Constitu- 
tion entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  6<h  amendment, 
in  the  following  words:  ''For  all  criminal  prosecu- 
tions, the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  right  10  a  speedy 
and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  State ' 
and  district  wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  com- 
mitted, which,  districi  shall  have  been  previously 
ascertained  by  law,  and  .to  be  informed  of  thie 
nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation — to  b*   eon- 
fronted  with  Ou  teittussei  agaitul  him — to  have  com- 
pulsory process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor, 
and  to  have  the  assistence  of  counsel  for  his  de- 
fence."   Onr  officers  may  libel  others,  or  assault 
others;  and  their    conduct    then,   on    complaint, 
comes  before  us  for  examination.    But  we  should 
not  then  remove  them  Without  specified  charges 
and  a  heartn8;and  will  we  act  differently  when  our 
own  interests  or  feelings  reader  us  less  safe  and 
proper  to  judge?    Thne  circumstances  illustrate 
the  importance  of  ascertaining,  as  I  have  attempt- 
ed, whether  these  Printers  are  to  be  removed  with 
or  without  cau^e;  and  if  with  caute,  for  what  one? 
Is  it  for  a  crime,  and  a  crime  against  us,  or  for  a 
mere  difference  of  opinion?    The  different  conse- 
quences '  10  the  parties  likewise  show   the  impor- 
tance »f  these    distinctions.      If  you  had  pro- 
posrd  to  remove  them  without  any  cause,  then  the 
act  being  merely  arbitrary,  would  tend  to  affix,  and 
would  affix,  no  stigma  or  reproach  on  them;  but 
rather  it  would  fix  them  on  ourselves.    We  should 
be  considered  wanton  and  tyrannicaL    Again,  if 
yon  remove  them  for  cause,  and  that  a  mere  diffe- 
rence in  opinion,  It  would  not  tarnish  nor  brand 
them  with  any  disgrace,  because  diff<rences  of  opi- 
nion, under  free  institutions,  are  inevitable,  and 
often  honest.    All  of  us  mast,  therefore,  be  content 
l<^  go  in  and  cut  before  this  great  people  frequently, 
as  we  happen  to  agree  with,  nr  differ  from,  the  ma- 
jority, however  acquired;  and   though  at  times  wo 
may  feel  and  assail  the  temporary  delusions,  the 
supposed  deceptions,  and,  indeed,  the'  occasional 
tyranny  of  majorities,  no  wound  is  given  to  our 
characters  by  retiring  to  private  life. 

Bat  when  majorities  seek  to  expel  an  individual 
from  office  for  an  alledged  crime,  for  what  is  de- 
nounced as  iitfomtai,  and  when  that  attempt  is 
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mjr'bVilie  very  body  »g»i>«t  which  ihe  offenre 
!^committ«i.  the  whole  scene  becomes  changed. 

ThV  mdi^idoal  and  the  body  are  both  in  a  new 
airitude  and  considerations  spring  up  that  oyerr 
shadow'aUqaestionsofthe  rights  of  property  and 
-contracts,  and  all  mere  differences  of  political  opi- 
nion. The  good  naine — the  immtduue  jewtl  of  tht 
woiU—Ui  in  darger,  and  the  tocsia  of  alarm  and  in- 
quiry cannot  be  sounded,  too  load,  because  the  deed, 
if  ^ne,  nay  affix  a  fonl  stain  on  the  Tic'tim,  which 
win  last  and  spread  as  long  aud  as  far  as  the  mighty 
^ppwer  of  the  press  itself. 

The  party  accMed  mfty,  therefore,  in  such  a  case, 
bcfote  MwtMced  M  ignomioy,  well  expect  full  no- 
tice, •  delibente  beanug,  aad  witneases  conftonied 
i^aisst  him,  if  Bot«a  iinpaittial  tribunal,  for  trial. 
Be  miiy,  as  in  the  present  instance,  bare  wife, 
children,  Md  Meads,,  the  solicitudes  of  relaUMS, 
the  oharities'of  neighbors,  and  all  the  comforts  and 
honest  pride  of  (ife  around  hiin^.  Are  these  to  be 
iIms  suddenly. blasted?  An  ruin  and  dismay  to 
overwhelm  the  whole  at  onoe  by  an  ex  parte  eon- 
demmtion  for  crime, «nd  (his  not  in  a  comer,  or 
by  some  pit  jwtnirt  court,  nnlrnowiog  and  anknown, 
but  by  one  of  the  highest  tribuaals  in  ihe  world, 
so  as  to  diffuse  the  fatal  poison  jpore  quickly,  as 
well  as  iDjariensly,  diroogh  all  (he  veins  and  arte- 
ries of  the  community? 
-  In  the  other  aspect  of  the  trausaotioo  as  mSect< 
^g  our  owta  character,  it  may  also  be  wise  to  con- 
sider whether  a  different  course  of  proceediog  ba 
tiot  due  to  ourselves  and  the  reputation  of  this  dis- 
tinguished body,  as  well  as  of  the  sovereign  Stales 
we  represent.  A  proper  s^lf-respeet,  modentioii, 
and  delicacy,  s^m  to  require  of  us  unusual  cai»- 
tien  not  to  do  wrong,  while  complaining  of  wrong — 
stir  to  be  hasty,  where  the  conseqoenees  to  others 
ere  lasting— nor, -perhaps,  to  condemn  at  all,  where 
we  onrseWet  ate  a  party  in  interes*,  and  the  oiher 
side  has  been  unnotified  and  nnbeard:  Oenilemen 
may  truly  say,  that  their  motives  are  good  and 
their  convictions  strong.  But  others,  even  in  this 
body,  widely  and  conscientiously  differ  from  them 
in  opinion  on  the  wfatile  esse.  Is,-  then,  a  one- 
aided,  tx  furte  action  on  the  subject  either  liberal, 
cbivatroiis,  or  humane,  to  say  nothing  of  jnstieeT 
Is  it  not  in  a  free  conntry,  with  equal  rights  and 
with  the  glorious  institations  of  courts  and  jqries, 
an  action  open  inevitably  to  much  criticism  and 
soapieioD}  Can  it  escape  rebuke  on  both  sides  of 
the  Atlantic? 

It  is  not  enonghi  in  a  ti^bnnsl  like  thi%  to  be 
like  Csetar's  wife,  pure  in  intention;  but,  it  may  be 
becoming,  at  least,  if  not  indispeorable,  to  adopt 
a  course  of  action  entirely  above  sa.tpicion.  Some 
may  ask  wkit  other  step  than  the  present  one 
should  be  adopted,  when  the  majority  believe  the' 
accused  to  be  guilty?  I  answer,  follow  (he  Dsasl 
coarse  of  inquiry  and  trial.  The  course  that  finds 
a  ready  approval  in  every  heart,  soul,  and  head, 
in  a  coonrry  of  equal  and  just  laws.  Give  the 
accused  notice  of  the  specific  chaises  against  him; 
and  by  all  means  hear  him  h-Jortyon  Arike.  Again,  aS 
to  any  kind  of  trial  bere,inouroWncase,undOBbted- 
ly  this  Senate  may  be  as  safe  as  any  other  interested 
tribunal.  But  if  no  imperative  necessity  exists  for 
an  immediate  and  final  trial  here,  and  especially 
one  which  will  appear  to  the  accused  at  least  as 
possessing  some  indecorous  baste,  why  tiot  send 
him  and  his  conduct  first,  'as  others  are  sent,  to  be 
tried  by  the  courts,  and  under  the  usual  con.stiiu- 
tipnal  forms,  in  wder  to  ascertain  guilt  m  iuno- 
cence> 

If  iadividnals  here  feel  aggrieved,  as  irell  a^  the 
majority,  they  can  prosecute  also  for  damage*,  fce> 
sides  indictiuff,  and  then  the  transaction  will  as- 
some  the  ordinary  aspect  of  one  under  the  reign  of 
tbd  laws,  and  not  be  exposed  to  the  suspicion  of 
one  pr:OB*pied. in  any  degree  by  passion  or  pr«jn- 
dice.  At  least,  let  us  kuow  and  have  specified  the 
precise  circumstaiusee  in  which  the  supposed  out- 
rages have  been  perpetrated,  before  we  proceed  far- 
ther in  eoodemnaiion,  and  see  if  we  ourselves  can 
-agree  whether  they  are  libels  or  not.  It  is  very 
likely  to  turn  out,  that,  amid; i  twenty  lawyers  in 
tliis  body,  who  should  scrutinize  these  parliculai; 
ijasea,  not  five  of  them  would  agree,  independently, 
of  any  political  consideration,  whether  thqr  alt 
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were  or  were  not  libels.     It  is  unmanly  to  be  too 
sensitive  or  thin-skinned  on  these  subjects. 

Again,  the  gentleman  from  Kentiicky  [Mr.  Clit] 
says,  eommon  fame  is  enough  to  condemn  the  Prim- 
en.  Would  he  or  I  like  to  be  tried  by  our  politi- 
cal enemies,  as  to  political  topic«,  on  common /am«7 
Would  we  not  botbbe  in  some  danger  of  the  lamp 
post  or  the  guillotine?  Have  we  not  both  bees  - 
clothed  over  and  over  again  with  what  we  consi- 
'dered,  and  in  many  oases  knew  to  be,  atrocious  li- 
bels? Have  we  been  exempt  from  slanderous  at- 
tacks even  in  .Congress?  I  expect  to  continue  to 
be  assailed  with,  my  full  proportion  of  newspaper 
abuse— perhaps  even  for  some  of  these  remarks. 
But  far  be  it  from  me,  on  that  account^  to  claim 
any  new  mode  of  punishment  for  libels,  or  wish  to 
'  revive  any  exploded  old  mode,  like  a  star  chamber 
or  attainder,  or  the  sedition  law.  I  would  pursue 
no  different  course  than  heretofore,  and  think  that, 
if  I  could  not'in  time  live  down  defamation,  I  was 
not  worth  living.  Others  may  take  different  views 
«r  such  matters:  they  h^ve  a  right  to.  Let  sncb, 
however,  go  to  the  laws  for  protection  and  redress 
— the  old,  sturdy,  comimon  laws  of  a  free  people — 
which,  ever  since  Magna  Charta,  they  are  unwil- 
ling to  have  changed.  These  ate  ample  to  punielr 
all  ordinary  offences.  .  But  do  not  resort  to  any 
new  mode  of  effecting  the  object,  by  sutnmariJy 
and  unceremoniously  dismissing  the  supposed  of- 
fender from  office,  as  if  he  had  committed  some 
scondalutti  ma^tutfum,  and  was  to  be  punished  in 
some  absolute  monarchical  form,  which  many  will 
not  hesitate  to  regard  as  unworthy  the  liberality  of 
the  present  age  and  the  justict  of  so  enlightened  a 
body  as  the  Senate. 

Some  have  likened  this  case  to  a  conlnnpt.  Sach 
was  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticut, [Mr.  Htjntikqtou.]  He  ask^  could  we  not, 
and  should  we  not  ourselves  punish  for  a  con- 
tempt on  the  ^Senate?  I  feel  oblieed  by  the  sug- 
gestion. The  dciclrine  of  punishing  for  conteiiApts, 
by  either  judicial  or  legislative  bodies,  in  itsoidtnd 
unlimited  use,  has  long  been  my  utter  abhorrence. 
It  has  beec,  in  that  use,  ons  ol  the  worst  relics  of 
the  baibaroos  ages  of  despotism-  In  the  first  place, 
the  party  wht,ch  accuses  is  also  the  judge.  This  is 
contrary  to  all  the  elements  of  impartial  justice. 
In  the  next  place  the  punishment  by  fine  and  im- 
prisonment may  be  almost  unlimited  and  wickedly 
oppresssivr,  when  inflicted,  as  it  often  is,  under 
the  irritation  «f  Wounded  vanity,  or  the  stings  of 
supposed  insult. 

Who  can  read,  without  borrpr  and  detestation 
curdling  his  blood,  the  cruel  and  excessive  punish- 
ment of  cropped  ears — ^long  imprisonment— heavy 
fines— the  ba^tile  and  bsniihment  formtrly  inflicted 
for  libels  and  contempts?  Bitt  evm  in  amUmpti  the 
accused  is  heard.  Not,  it  is  true,  before  a  jury, ' 
which  should  be  the  case  generally,  but  he  is  still 
notified  and  heard — witnesses  are  ejiamined  for  and 
against  him — spicifications  filed.  Why  nut  then,  at 
lea«t,  do  as  much  iji  the  present  case?  When  an 
editor,  in  1837,  was  accused  of  violence  commit- 
ted within  the  walla  of  this  building  on,  a  mes^eiT- 
ger  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  did  we 
attempt  to  try  him  withoiit  specific  notice,  and  a 
full  hearing? 

So  shocked  were  Congress,  after  impartial  inqui- 
ry, at  Ihe  latitude  and  wide  constructive  powers  as- 
sumed by  courts  and  legislative  b()dies  on  thissutH 
ject  of  contempt,  that  they  hesitated  to  punish, 
even  though  the  off>nce  wa^  perpetrated  within  the 
Capitol,  but  nbt  in  their  presence.  And  after  the 
trittl  of  Judge  Peek,  who  was  impeached  here  for. 
oppressive  conduct  in  the  punishment  of  Lawless 
for  a  Supposed  contempt,  though  even  Lawless  was 
notified  and  heard  by  thejudga,  an  act  of  Congress 
was  immediately  passed,  which  took  aWay  Ihe  pow- 
er from  courts  to  punikh  for  such  offence,  unless 
committed  in  their  actual  presence,  or  in  tbeaotnttl 
obstruction  of  legal  process. 

It  provided,  expressly,  (see  act,  March  SO,  1331,) 
"that  the  power  of  the  several  courts  of  the  United 
States  to  issue  attachment,  and  inflict  summary 
punishments  for  contempts  of  court,  shall  not  be 
construed  to  extend  to  any  cate,  except  (he  misbe- 
havior of  any  person  or  perions  in  the  presence  of 
Bthe  said  courts;  or  so  near  thereto  as  to  obstruct 
the  administration  of  justice,  tb«  misbehavior  of 


any  of  the  officers  of  the  said  eourta,  in  (heir  offieitl 
transactions,  and  the  disobedience  or  resistance  by 
any  officer  of  the  said  courte,"  &e.  "to  any  lawfiU 
writ,''  &c. 

-  Shall  we  go  beyond  the  limits  deliberately  iinp<ned 
on  courts  by  ourselves,  and  punish  as  contempts, 
or  fiuui  contempts,  acts  notdune  in  the  presence  <k 
this  body,  nor .  u^n  our  officers,  nor  obstractiog 
any  of  our  proceedings?  and  do  it,  too,  without  no- 
tice cr  trial  of  any  kind?  Shall  we  punish  for  su^ 
posed  libels  published  a  mile  distant,  and  in  the 
usual  purAiit  of  one's  business  and  profeasioii  as 
an  editor? 

Let  us  see  if  there  be  any  aggravation  ia  thb 
case,  or,  rather,  not  much  extenuation. '  Weeteet- 
ed,  to  be  Public  Printers  for  this  body,  the  editors 
of  a  public  press.  Both,  political  parties  Uave 
done  (his  repeatedly  before  in  both  Houses.  Wu 
it  ever  expected  that  those  elected  were  thoenpoa 
to  cease  to  be  editors?  Suppose  they  have  the  seal 
of  partisans,  courage,  enthusiasm,  even.  Do  we 
dislike  or  censnr*  (hose  qualities  in  o^rs,  if  ex- 
erted in  our  own  behalf,  or  in  our  own  cause?  So 
we  elected  them  when  knowii  as  editors  of  a  pvtg 
press.  Did  we  require  or  expect  that  they  -were  to 
eease  to  be  parl^i  editors?  Could  we,  with  deemey, 
insist  that  we  ourselves,  in  consequence  of  oar 
votes,  to  them,  had  indirectly  bribed  them,  and  wen 
liot  to  be  afterwards  criticised  as  freely  as  others? 
If  so,  then,  I  repeat  It,  we  insist  on  what  is  oftnrly 
destructive  to  all  liberty  of  tli«  press.  Should  we 
undertake,  by  our  douceurs  or  farors/to  stifle  or 
seduce  the  press,  we  disgrace  it  and  •nrselwes. 
What  is  an  editor  good  for  who  will  not,  after 
elected,  as  wall  as  before,  denounce  what  he  deems 
tergiversation?  expose  what  he  believes  to  be  eor- 
rnpl  coalitions?  strip  off  the  mask  from  what  hei^ 
gards  as  political  hypocrisy?  thew  up  the  inconsis- 
tencies between  the  professions  and  practices  of 
those  in  power,  and  much  more  the  brazen-faced  dif- 
feirences  in  doctrine  before  and  after  itn  election? 
What  is  old  English  liberty  worth— that  has  de- 
scended, to  us  from  our  sturdy  sire.< — if  unUeemed 
piinlmg — first  contended  for  by  Milton  himself— 
cannot  be  any  longer,  tolerated  here?  Let  us  have 
no  imprimatur  before  publication — no  previous  li- 
cense to  be  obtained^no  censors,  with  power  to 
exclude  or  veto  what  is  disagroeable  to  weak 
nerves'  or  bilious  lemperameDts.  No-.  Pnniih 
wrong,  if  you  please,  when  committed  in  this,  as 
in  o'her  cases,  and  in  the  usual  manner;  but  away 
with  bills  of  attainder,  with  sedition  laws,  or  ptt- 
troaage  and  dismissals,  that  are  calculated  to  si- 
lence or  terrify,  and  which,  if  so  used,  would  mUte 
us,  in  a  few  years,  a  nation  either  of  mere  couniera 
or  slaves.  I  admire  the  spirit  of  CoUiar, «  cenury 
ago,' as  described  in  the  book  just  befare  me.  It 
says:  "He  was  wonder  the  frown  of  power.  His 
name  was  already  a  mark  for  the  invectives  of  one 
half  of  the  writers  of  the  vjte."  What  did  he  do 
under  such  fearful  odds?  Succumb  and  play  the 
spaniel?  No.:  "In  die  cause  of  good  taste,  good 
sen»e,  and  good  mora1s,~A(g«7<  lolt^c  («  the  ether 
htlfi"  and  he  triamphed,  even  over  snch  men  as 
Dl^den  and  Conjreve,  as  well  as  over  all  the  myr- 
midons of  power.  Majorities  had  no  fears  for  bim; 
and  I  should  entertain  a  very  different  opinion  of 
the  editorial  corps  in  this  country  if  I  could  be- 
lieve, for  a  moment,  that  ibe  froxen  of  jtower  could 
ever  drive  the  mass  of  them  from  their  high  duties. 
On  the  other  hand,  much  ehariiy  is  due  to  them  for 
errors,  when  happening.  They  ate  obliged  to  take 
opinions  and  facts  often  at  second  hand.  They  are 
often  misled  in  their  views  by  others,  who  know 
Vetter  than  they  do,  and  are  interested  to  mislead 
them.  They  are  educated  with  the  prejudices  and 
failings  ef  other  people,  and  soinetimes  look  with 
jaundiced  eyes.  Tbey  must,  also,  of  necessity,  ia 
writing  so  much,  write  at  times  carele^y, 
hastily,  igoorantlyi  ailid  hence  erroneously. 
Some  are  of  excitable  temperaments.  Are  we  to 
throw  the  first  stone  ti  such?  Among  them,  too,  as 
in  all  professions,  are-  some  that  are  venal,  wiib  a 
few  hacks  and  hireling»  without  requisite  trai}lilt|« 
hanor,  or  morals;  and  who,  with  prostituted  jitttt 
would  stab  by  an  inusndp,  or  murder  chancttr' for 
bread.  Butmany  of  them  I  knowtobe.therewm 
ofall  this,  gentlemen  in  manners,  ripe  as  se^bliHS, 
with  elevated  talent^  and  integrity    naaasailable, 
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and  evinaog  justice  and  MBdor  even  to  political 
CMmies.  As  oondaeton  of  newspapersj  ibey  oa- 
eapj  a  inoet  iaportaai  citadel  in  defence  of  pubbe 
Uberty.  Tbey  majr  often  prore  its  palladiQm. 
Mcaniog  well,  and  doing  well,  in  the  main,  they 
ar«  S6l(tom  guilty  of  that  .e;cpre£s  maltce,  which 
oolialitatet  the  essence  of  critne  in  defamation.  I 
doubt  wbethe;  half  as  many  real  libels  occur  as  is 
Bsoally  snpppsed.  But  some  are  inevilabte.  In 
tbe  well  regulated  Ck>mmQDweallh  .of  Masstichu* 
aetts,  twenty  or  more  years  ago,  tbe  law  officers  of 
tbe  State  were  leqnired  to  -  examine  (be  files  of  a 
few  of  the  Boston  papers  of  boOi  pMiiicat  parties, 
dormg  some  months,  and  report  their  opinion  of 
tbe  nnotber  of  libels  c<<ntained  ia  them.  If  ipy 
memory  be  nat  tieacberoas,  the  resnlt  was  seme 
twenty  to  fifty  in  eaeb  paper.  Yet,  perhaps,  these, 
on  a  fail  and  fnlt  beanog  of  all  tbe  parlies,  might 
4utTe  dwindled  doiqt  one4ialf;  abd  most  of  the. 
etbembaf  e  been  oases  of  libels  only  from  implied 
malke,aiid  from  overweening  eonfldeoce  placed  in 
the  Btaiemeatg  ox  opinions  of  inditcreet,  tbottgh 
powerful  julnseis.  Bnteome  licentloo8ness,.I  re- 
peat it,  I*  inevitable.  There  vill,  at  times,  be 
Qvemetion  on  -  both  political  sides,  cpjoring-i-hy- 
perbole.  We  might  as  rationally  expect  to  have 
the  wonders  of  steam  without  any  explosions,  as  a 
fkee  press  and  no  libels ;  to  have  fire  for  warmth 
a»d  (be  arts,  without  any  tonflagiatidns  ;  or  storms 
and  teinpests  to  prpiqote  vegetation  and  hea'th, 
without  any  wreelrs  or  ioandatidas. 

"While  the  Senate  shall  continue  to  elect  the  edi- 
tors of  party  papers  on  either  aide  as  Printers,  they 
migbtas  well  expect  to  see  the  play  of  Hamlet 
peribrmed  without  the  obaracier  of  Hamlet,  as  to. 
see  alt  its  members  escape  criticism  and  censure  by 
their  Printers.  But  wrong  is. done,  at  their  peril; 
vader  tbe  laws,  and  only  under  tbem,  and  in  the 
usual  forms  only,  let  excesses  be  corrected  or  pnn- 
isibcd.  Removing  persons  from  office  who  are  fa- 
vorable to  the  minority,  will  only  change  the  ob- 
jeets  of  attack  by  those  who  wilt  then  become  the 
Pablie  Primers.  Attacks  will  then  be  made  by  die 
new  Printers  on  the  minority.  Bat  still,  even  the 
majority  caoaot  escape  from  them  from  other  qoai^ 
tns.  It  is  a  delasiob,  either  to  expect  it,  or  in  any 
way  to  dificpnrage  or  prevent,  free  discnsvion,  or, 
as  I  impnte  no  bad  motives,  to  do  acta  which  are 
likely  to  possess  that  tendency. 

But  tbe  gentleman  friHn  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Ma««im]  assigns  a  still  dLSferent  reason  for  re- 
moving tbe  present  Printers.  It  is  a  want  of  per- 
mtuU  ettufiiknct.  They  may,  he  says,  for  an  in- 
stafiea,  dBcloas  confidential  messages.  But  have 
they  ever  done  it  heretofore?  AJid  if  they  have 
not,  and  have  given  a  bond  not  to  do  it,  and  takea 
an  oath,  also,  has  be  a  right  to  urge  such  an  objec- 
tion? Should  they  ever  be  guilty,  the  remedy  by 
aoit  on  their  bond,'  or  by  the  revocatioii  of  their 
eoniraetj  as  broken  on  their  part,  wqnld  be  the  ob- 
viously proper  remedy.  If  we  now  punish  them 
beforehand,  and  in  a  different  way,  we  convict  and 
punish  them,  not  for  a  crime  committed,  batfor  a 
mere  suspicion  that  one  may  be  committed.  ,We 
expel  them  for  a  possibility  of  wrong,  and  not  for 
a  wrong  itself.  What  an.  act  for  the  greatest  con- 
stitational  tribunal  of  the  country ! .  This  remark 
lecab  to  my  mind  tbe  onl^  other  consideration 
with  which  1  shall  now  trouble  tbe  Senate  on  this 
eztfaordinary  resolndon.  If  our  employment  of 
iltese  persons  as  Primers  involves  the  duties,  obli- 
gations,  and  rights  of  a  contract,  as  well,  perhaps, 
as  an  office,  it  is  manifestly  tiot  legal  to  remove 
tbem  on  any  cauie,  or  for  any  reason  yet  stated  in 
debate.  Nobody  contends  here,  in  cases  like  this, 
if  amounting  to  contract,  that  one  party  to  it  can 
remove  the  other  party;  or,  that  this  body  can  re- 
move a  partjT  to  any  contract  running  to  the  United 
States  Hke  (bis,  and  properly  made,  unless  that  par- 
ty  consent*,  or  has  first  broken  it,  or  has  done  some 
aet  iaeompaiible  with  its  terms  and  character. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  any  of  these  have  occur- 
red in.  respect  to  Blair  and  Rives.  The  only  ques- 
tion, then,  remaining,  is,  have  they,  in  this  case, 
any  rights  as  coniractoja,  or  in  the  nature  tif  a  con- 
U4ct?  In  this  inquiry,  if  the  appointment  of  these 
Printiers  under  the  tesolutlon  of  1819  was  nncon- 
stitatioital  or  illegal,  as-some  are  supposed  to  con- 
lead,  their  contract  then,  and  ainceentaied  intp. 


was  valid,  from  the  inherent,  absolute,  and  organic 
power  of  this  body  to  do  all  necessary  for  the  due 
transaction  of  their  biisiness,  and  thus  authorize 
their  officers  to  enter  into  such  contracts  far  the 
performance  of  ofir  necessary  printing;  and  their 
case  wottld  then  be  Uiat  of  a  mere  contract,  itothing 
but  a  contract,  and  not  of  an  officer  coaoecied  with 
it,  or  created  by  either  the  Constitution  or  the 
laws. 

AgUn:  whether  the  resolution  of  1819  be  consti- 
tutional or  not,  and  whethet  the  Public  Printer  be 
an  offiser  ot  not,  it  can  be  made  manliest  that  he  is 
a  contractar,  or  has  rights  and  duties  under  a  con- 
tract; for  an  officer  may  be  also  a  contractor,  and 
may  have  rights  in  the  nature  of  a  contracttyr,  just 
u  much  as  if  he  were  not  an  officer.  In  this  case, 
the  nature  of  it,  and  the  facts,  «how  not  oaly  that  a 
contract  Was  made,  but  made  ia  the Hisnal  form, 
and  not,  as  is  suggested,  without  authority  in  the 
Senate  to  have  it  made. 

The  resoluttoa  of  1819  prescribes  how  the  print- 
ing shall  he  done,  the  prices,  and  when  (he  Printer 
shall  be  designated  or  elected  by  the  Senate.  All 
these  having  taken  place  r^ularly,  and  a'  bond 
duly  executed  to  the  Vailed  States  to  comply  with 
tbe  provisiops  ef  that  act,  and  this  having  been 
the  practice  for  i>ear  a  quarter  of  a  tsentnry,  are 
we  now  to  be  told  that  it  is  no  oontraet,  because 
the  Senate,  as  a  body,  cannot  enter  into  a  con- 
tract? . 

H«w  are  our  laws  for  erecting  public  bialdings,. 
forts,  etc.?  Oo  they,  expcessly  authorize  the 
President  or  Ae  Departments  to  enter  into  coatraets 
to  do  the  work?  On  the  (Minirary,  it  is  merely  im-  - 
plied,  in  almost  ev^ery  instance,  from  the  nature  of 
the  case;  and  tbe  contract  is,  in  almost  every  in- 
stance, made  under  the  superiutendenee  of  the  ap-  ■ 
propiiate  Secretaries,  ocsiibordiaaic  officers,  and  in 
the  name  of  ihs  United  States,  as  both  were  in  this 
case,  and  not  in  the  came  of  the  Senate  or  of  the 
Departments,  or  by  -the  President,  or  beads  ol  De- 
partmenis,  in  person.  The  contracts,  en  such  oci- 
casions,  are  also  signed  but  by  one  party, 
or  »ie,  by  a  btind  of  one-  party,  to  deliver  mate- 
rials, or  do  work,  as  here;  and  letittiag  to  a  law 
for  pariiculars,  or  annexing  a  schedole  of  them. 
But  in  whichever  form,  they  are.ia  essence  equally 
contracts  and  biadiug;  or  all  our  obligations  of  this 
kind,  from  the  foundation  of  tbe  Oovemment,  are 
invalid.  '  '       .  '       " 

Again:  it  is  said  by  the'  gentlenian  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  PaESroH,]  that  there  can  be  no 
contractor  or  contract  whete  tbere^is  an  election  of 
an  individual  But  ia  this  instance,  the  election  of 
a  particular  person  to  have  the  contract  has  been 
substilnted  for  the  lowest  bidder,  formerly  in  use 
with  a  view  merely '  t«  fix  who  should  have  the ' 
contract.  This  has  been  done  to  procure  what  the 
member  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Mihsdm]  con- 
siders sq  indispensable — i.  e.  a  Printer  who,  when 
selected,  has  the  confidence  of  (he  body.        .  .   . 

This  is  the  whole  amount  of  (he  election  In  die 
present  case.  Its  essence  or  snlntancfr— and  we 
are  no  n  looking  beyond  forms-r-ii  a  mere  designa- 
tion of  tbe  person  who,  at  tbe  time  of  the  election, 
has  the'  confidence  or  preference  of  the  body  to  re-- 
cetve  the  contract,  instead  of  the  lowest  bidder. 
Besides  this  consideration,  several  classes  of  offi- 
cers exist,  as  before  staled,  who. may  be 'contrac- 
tors, or  posiess  rights,  in  the  nature  of  a  contract, 
as  well  as  any  otfaor  person,  and  still  be  officers. 
The  case  of  Dartmouth  College  and  Woodward 
—(4  Wheaton  Rep.  p.  657)— is  very  full  on  this 
point.  It  was  more  familiar  to  most  profes- 
sional gentlemen  twenty  yean  ago  than  now,  or 
they  never  would  have  insisted,  on  this  occasion, 
that  there  could  bt  no  contract  where  a  person  had 
been  elected,  or  was  in  any  sense  an  officer.  I  say 
nothing  of  the  coriecmess  of  the  law  of  tfaa(  case  as 
to  the  distinctions  between  public  and  private  char- . 
ers,  or  as  to  some  other  positions. 

But  I  read  from  it  a  few  passaf es,  to  show  how 
much  wider  ti  range  is  there,  jnidicially,  given  to 
'  themeaniogof  contracts,  and  rights  held. under 
contracts  than  the  Senators  from  Delaware 
01  South  Carolina  have  seemed  (o  suppose. 
The  case  itself  arose  under  that  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution, which  bears  direoUy  on  the  present, 
discussion,  and  which  provides  that  ao  State  shall 


pass  any  "laws  impairing  the  obligation  of  oon< 
tracts."— (Art.  1,  sec.  9.) 

^  The  Ckjofederation  teok  it  for  granted,  that  Con- 
gress itself,  or  either  House,  wottld,  in' their  more 
tetired,  elevated  andcautioua  position,  Mver  do 
any  act  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  and 
beoee,ex(eiided  the  exprebs  prohibition  to  tbe  States 
alone.  There  was  danger  from  them  in  the  eir- ' 
eamstance,  expressed  by  a  member,  that  lbs  "so* 
her  people  of  America,  bad  seen  with  regret-and 
with  indignation,  that  sudden  changes  and  legis^• 
tive  interference,  in  eases  aflfecting. present  rigbft, 
because  jobs,  in  the  hands  of  enterprising  and  ia- 
flueoiial  speculatois."  The  daQse  was  introduced 
"to  shield  themselves  and  ijkeir  property  from  tbe 
effects  of  tboM  wdden  and  strong  passions  to  which  ' 
man  sire  exposed.''  (6  Craacb.  87.)  Sioailar 
dangers,  it  now  se^ms,  nay,  unexpectedly,  arise 
h(ie  as  with  the  States;  but  justice  "leqnirea 
me  to  add,  that  hone  of  the  gentlemen  on  -tiis  eppo- 
site  side,  are  understood  to  claim  tin  right  to  aanal 
oontraots  in  Coogiess  any  more  than  in  tbe  States, 
though  some  of  (hem  have,  I  think,  very  unforta- 
naiely,  spoken  of  paying  large  or  small  damages, 
if  they  should  annal  contracts.  Th^  will,  how- 
ever, find  tfaat  if  the  deplorable  violation, ^nce 
takes  place,  in  the  flash  of  victory,  and  in  the  hot 
blood  of  passion,  any- reparation  in  damages  will 
be  bntafeebleatonement  for- violated  faith;  and  a 
sUgma  will  be  fixed  on  the  eharaeier  of  tbe  Kepob- 
lie,  which  agee  eannotiemove.  The  damning  deed 
will  be  done.  The  little  eiedit  left  of  the  States 
wiU  be  lost,  and  the  high  credit  of  the  Union 
proeti^ated.  The  De  Tocquevilles  ai>d  Cheva- 
liers may  have  to  write  a  new  waininr  to 
the  advocates  of  free  principles  abroad,  ami  a 
new  chapier  of  burning  shame  to  us  on  the  rash- 
ness aitd  reckless  injustice  of  party  madness  under 
bee  institutions.  But  i^aiait  iisaid,  we  can  re- 
pair damages.  What!  «n  to  be  lavish  of  the  peo> ' 
pie's  money  to  repair  (he  daoiages  we  oorselves 
have  commited?    What  justice  and  economy ! 

Who,  also,  aie  to  fix  or  estimate  the  damages?  . 
The  party  doing  the  wroog,  as  the  Senate  cannot 
be  sued.    What  an  impartial  remedy  I    Tbe  end 
of  such  a  beginning,  under  the  new  Administration, 
can  more  easily  be  imagined  than  seen. 

What  disastrous  eootit^  cixiitt  Una  eaa  their  «k<K 
itoiB*  hrftril  Is  thi;:  die  first  act  in  a  drama  that  is 
to  advance  in  proscriptive  violent^,  like  the  tragic 
scenes  enacted  in  the  Italian  Repnblics  of  the  mid- 
dle ages?  Are  our  historians  and  poets,  if,  unfor- 
tunately, .politicians,  to  be,  like  Dante,  not  only 
proscribed,  but  banished?  Is  confiscation  to  fol< 
low  In  case  oC  contracts  and  property,  and  some 
apology  to  be  offered  ,by  talking  of  damages  cs'imaied 
hy  the  injuring  parnr  now  ot  paid  at  seme  future 
period,  after  hope  long  deferred,  and  when  victory 
shall  hang  in  the  ether  side  of  the  scales? 

Of  one  thing,  thank  God !  I  feel  satisfied— that, 
however  violent  causes  may  increas:  and  inflame 
as  they  move  on  ward,  yet  the  atrocidte  of  party 
tage  evinced  by  females  in  some  fonner  Republics 
can  never  be  revived  in  oars.  In  the  rathless  pro- 
scription of  triumvirates,  none  of  our  fair  country- 
women can  ever,  I  trust,  under  the  humanity,  sym- 
pathy, and  benavolence  of  Cbrifiiian  education,  eall 
for  the  proscribed  bead  of  a  political  opponent, 
anid,  in  impotent  madn^  pierce  lus  dead  tongue 
with  a  bcdkin,  in  revenge  for  bis  philippics  uttered 
against  demagogues,  profligates,  and  usurpers. 

Bn(  one  moment  to  tbe  decision  of  anr  highest 
judicial  tribniml>  as  to  what  constitates  a  contract, 
rather  than  to  the  lexicographers  and  looser  defini- 
tions proffered  oii  the  otb;r  side. 

The  dccl»ion  ill  the  case  of  Woodward  and  the 
Dartmouth  0>llege,  was  not  that  indentures,  mutn* 
ally  signed  by  two  parties,  or  unsealed  agreements 
so  signed,  alone  constitute  contracts,  as  some  defi-  / 
nitioDS  read  seem  to  imply.  But  Chief  Justice 
Marshall,  ia  that  case,  which  was  a  mere  charter 
by  a  Provincial  Governor,  to  a  few  persons,  as  of- 
ficers of  a  literary  institution,  declared,  ihat  "the 
opinion  of  the  court,  rfier  mature  deliberation,  is, 
that  thii  is  a  centrael,  (he  obligation  of  which  canno* 
be  "impaired  without  violaiin«  the  Conjtituiion." 
(pags  650.)  Again:  (page  656,)  "a  grant  is  a  con- 
tract." So  are  said  to  be  aH  tbe  private  c^rpoia- 
tions,  such  as  banks,    turnpikes,  and   railroadsi 

'         '  O  , 
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(page  669,)  though  haring  oflScers,  and  makiDg  otB- 
ceis,  almost  wiihoot  nnmber.  And  Jnstice  Story 
liddc,  in  respaet  "to  giants  of  power  to  Slate  officers 
or  to  contracts,  relative  to  ibeir  offices,"  Ac. 
(pages  693  and  694.)  "When  the  Legislainre 
males  a  contract  with  a  public  officer,  as  in  the 
ease  of  a  stipalated  salary  for  his  services  daring 
8  limiied  period,  this,  daring  the  limited  period,  is 
ja§t  as  much  a  contract  within  the  parview  of  ih» 
coasiiiational  provision  as  a  lifce  contraet  woald 
be  between  two  private  citizens." 

Yet  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  contends 
that  the  Senate,  thongh  it  constantly  appoints  offl- 
eeis,  aad  helps  to  fix  their  salaries,  canaot  eater  into 
any  contract,  or  be  in  any  way  a  party  to  any 
ebntraot.  And  the  Senator  from  Soaih  Carolina 
[Mr.  FacsTos]  is  understood  to  contend  that  there 
can  be  no  ooniract  with  a  person  elected.  Aftain, 
Justice  Story  says:  *'Many  dignities  and  s^cet,  ez- 
isiiDg  at  common  law,  are  mAely  honorary  and 
withont  profit,  and  sometimes  are  oneroas.  Yet  a 
grant  to  them  hw  n«f  er  been  sopposed  the  less  a 
eenlreet  on  that  aoeoaot."  (page  €99.) 

Bat  how  mnch  more  is  sticb  an  officer  a  con- 
tractor, if  a  grant  of  privilege  to  print,  etc.  is  made 
to  him,  aod  the  party  to  be  proimsied  aa  holding 
rights  ander  a  oontroet,  if  h«  possess  a  private  bene- 
ficial interest  in  the  duties  attached  to  the  station; 
and  if  large  amoants  of  property  are  to  be  held, 
proearad,  and  delivered  nnder  the  contracts  as  in  the 
present  ease,  and  for  a  Umitedpoitd,  and  at  certain 
prices.  The  judge  adds:  also,  "in  respect  to 
franchises,  whether  corporate  or  not,  which  in- 
dodea  permanency  of  profits,' snch  as  a  right  of 
fishing  or  to  hold  a  ferry,  a  market  or  a  fair,  or  to 
erect  a  tnmpilie,  bank  or  bridge,  tiiere  is  no  pre- 
tence to  say  the  grants  of  them  are  not  within  the 
ConstitatioD,"  (page  699.)  That  is,  there  is  no 
pretence  they  are  net  contracL*,  or  do  not  involve 
the  rights  and  dnties  of  a  contract 

I  quote  the  remarks  to  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side,  that  they  may  call  to  mind  what  has  been  de- 
cided, and  'said  in  the  highest  jndicial  tribunal  of 
the  conntry  on  points  analagous  to  that  in  dispute 
here,  and  how  they  have  differed  from  their' pre- 
sent position. 

It  will  thus  be  seen,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  such 
•  tribanal,  officers  may  be  elected  or  appoioled, 
and  still  have  rights  under  their  offices,  and  under 
grants  which  are  in  Ibie  nature  of  a  contract,  which 
no  legislative  power  can  lawfully  impair. 

In  the  same  case,  it  is  held,  as  has  been  quoted, 
that  bank  charters  possess  a  like  character  of  a 
contract;  and,  in  1833,  on'  the  rernoval  of  the 
depoaites,  to  which  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina [Mr.  Calboun]  has  referred,  it  was  not  denied, 
by  the  then  Administration,  that  the  charter  gave 
certain  rightt  in  the  nature  of  a  contract;  but,  the 
question  was  merely  concerning  the  ezteat  and  limi- 
tations of  the  contract.  The  Opposition,  at  that 
time,  concluded,  that  the  substance  of  the  contract 
prohibited  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  unless  first 
ascertained  to  be  unsafe  in  the  vaults  of  the  Bank. 
The  Executive  contended  there  was  no  such  limi- 
tation or  qualification,  becaa>e  the  charter  itself 
expressly  provided  "that 4he  deposites  of  the  money 
of  the  United  States  in  plaees  in  which  the  said 
Bank  and  the  branchen  thereof  may  be  established, 
shall  be  made  in'  said  Bank  or  the  branches  thereof, 
unless  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  shall,  at  any 
time,  otherwise  order  and  direct,"  &«.  (section 
16  h.)  The  Secretary  did  "otherwise  order  and  di- 
rect," and,  consequently,  according  to  the  views  of 
the  Executive,  confotined  to  the  contract,  instead 
of  violating  it  by  removing  the  deposi'es. 

In  the  present  case,  the  other  indicaiions  of  a 
contract,  beyond  all  which  has  yet  been  stated,  are 
decisive.  There  not  only  always  was  a  contract, 
and  nothing  but  a  coniract,  before  1819,  but  always 
since  has  there  been  a  contract;  not  a  mere  bond  to 
perform  a  naked  public  tra.st,  as  in  cases  of  mere 
officers,  but  a  bond  to  comply  with  the  particulars 
of  the  joint  resolution,  and  thus  to  furnikfa  certain 
materials,  of  paper  and  ink,  which  eqaal  in  value 
nearly  half  the  stipulated  price  to  be  paid  for  the 
whole  work.  No  such  contract  or  eogai^ment 
exists  with  most  other  officers,  and  none  such  wiih 
mere  officers.  In  this  case,  the  law  on  the  on* 
side,  and  th«  bond  on  the  other,  make  it  a  part  of 


the  contract  on  the  one  ude,  that  they  shall  i^irnish 
these  materials  during  a  limited  period,  which  is 
one  of  the  tests  of  a  coniract  by  Justice  Story,  that 
is,  for  two  years,  or  the  next  Cungrers,  tis  well  as 
to  perform  the  tabor,  and  provide  a  fixed  capital, 
necessary  to  do  the  work  promptly,  in  types, 
presses,  etc.  This  capital  equals  thirty  or  forty 
thousand  dollars. 

Again:  on  the  other  side,  it  is  virtually '(Bgagcd, 
as  a  consideration  for  this  bond,  that  they  shall 
have  the  work  for  a  definite  time;  that  they  shall 
be  paid  a  stipulated  price  for  the  work,  dniing  that 
stipniaud  time.  This  makes  it  exactly,  through- 
out, one  of  the  oases  adduced  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  to  illuitra'e  what  is  a  contract,  in  the  case 
of  certain  officers.  Couple  these  considerations 
with  others,  before  mentioned  in  this  debate,  that 
these  Printers  are  designated  lo  furoisfa  the  mate- 
rials, and  do  the  duties  as  a/rm,  and  uot  as  indi- 
viduals, showing  the  business  character '  of  the 
case,  that  Ibey  are  propiosed  in  this  very  resolution 
to  be^dismissed  as  tflrm,  and  not  Mr.  Blair  alone — . 
who  seeius  alone  to  be  objectionable — that  they 
cannot  resign  without  our  consent,  which  is  the, 
case  with  no  mere  officers — that  they  have  given, 
and  the  law  requires  them  t«  give,  bonds,  net  to  do 
the  duties  of  an  officer,  but  "for  the  prompt,  accu- 
rate, and  neat  execution  of  the  work."  And  the 
whole  undertaking  comes  as  clearly,  as  any  case  on 
record,  witbih  the  forin,  as  well  as  sulistance,  not  only 
•f  definitions,  but  of  decisions,  in  respect  to  contracts. 
Sound  common  sense,  and  immemorial  usage, 
eannot,  in  my  opinion,  justity  any  other  view  of 
the  subject.  No  scholastic  snbilety  can  long  J>e- 
wilder  either  this  body  or  the  commnnity  as  to  the 
real  essence  of  the  transaction.  However  party 
feeling  may  insensibly  warp  some  of  u<  for  a  time, 
and  it  may  all  of  ns — however  sodden  irritation 
may  have  provoked  and  rendeied  plausible  the  ex- 
prtesipn  of  doubtful  opinions — however  any  Sena- 
tor may,  in  his  zeal  to  serve  others  and  the  public, 
in'dulge^n  eloquent  indignation  at  supposed  vice — 
and  however  all  this,  under  human  frailty,  may 
make  some  feel  power  and  forget  right,  without 
any  motive  existing  aotnally  to  violate  vested 
ifighis,  ^et  the  scrutiny  of  free  discnsiion  and  of 
time  will  dispel  all  delusion.  All  attacks  on  pri- 
va'e  chartecB  and  contracts  have  a-  revotntionary 
tendency;  and  one  of  the  ssges  of  '76  is  depicted 
as  holding  op  to  the  world's  abhorrence  vartona 
encroachments,  and,  among  them,  a  broken  char- 
ter, and  other  lawless  acts  of  minisiehal  power. 
Reactions  will  come.  Truth  must  follow  afler 
falsehood,  and  thongh  sometimes  slow,  yet  sure: 
though  crushed  to  earth,  she  will  rise  again.  The 
people  at  large  are  sensitive  to  injuj'tice  and  oppres- 
sion, thongh  committed  on  the  humblest  individual. 
An  emanation  from  Deity  himself  is  constantly  at 
work  in  the  hunian  heart  to  correct  evil,  to  bring 
back  erring  man  from  wrong,  and  to  do  justice  to 
the  aggrieved,  however  late. 

In  closing,  allow  me  to  invite  ^o«,  before  yon 
vote  for  the  present  resolution,  to  look  at  a  few 
cases  of  the  operations  of  such  a  feeling  and  ptin- 
ciple  in  man,  and  especially  in  relation  to  this  for- 
midable dass  in  society,  composed  of  those  con- 
nected with  the  public  press.   - 

In  oar  provincial  weakness  ai  colonies,  a  practi- 
cal printer,*  once  as  their  agent,  stood  before  the 
assembled  power  of  an  Bnglidi  Parliament.  Though 
faithful  to  nis  arduous  trust,  he  was  stigmatised  by 
the  reckless  Weddeibarnes  of  that  day  as  a  libeller, 
and  guilty  of  various  ether  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors, which  it  is  not  necessary  here  to  repeat. 
The  petitions  he  presented  were  trampled  in  the 
dast— -the  prayers  of  bis  constituents  rejected  with 
scorn — and  the  proscribed  and  insulted  agent  was 
driven  back  across  the  Atlantic  in  supp<^ed  infa- 
my. He  at  once  devoted  all  his  energies  to  ibe 
cause,  and  did  more,  perhaps,  by  bis  pen,  tongue, 
and  the  press,  than  any  other  individual,  to  prepare 
us  for  the  coming  crisis.  'What  was  the  termination 
of  tbe  ouiragel  A  few  years  afier  the  same  printer 
appeared  at:  the  tame  court  as  the  representa- 
tive pf  thirteen  free,  independent,  and  sovereign 
Slates.  Rumor  adds,  that,  in  the 'same  drers,  worn 
when  he  was  vilified,  he  then  and  ihere  affixed  bs 
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name  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  in  wbieh  bis  oppo- 
nents virtually  acknowledged  the  wrongs  they  bid 
inflicted,  and  the  sacnd  rights  we  hadelMOMl. 

But  nearer  home,  in  this  very  body,  within  tbe  re- 
collection  of  many  of  us,  and  deeply  so  of  myarif, 
a  printer  (torn  my  luiive  State,!  when  nominated  to 
office, was  rejected,  principally,  it  is  apprehended,  on 
the  ground  of  a  ^opposed  bbel  pobllshed  some  year* 
previously.  I  then  believed,  and  still  do,  that  he 
was  imposed  on  by  others  as  to  the  facta  of  the 
case,  and  that  no  express  malice  existed,  aor  any 
intentional  wrong  was  designed  to  any  one.  But 
the  blood  was  up  even  in  this  grave  assemblage. 
Reason  was,  in  some  degree,  blinded  and  stifled  by 
honest  indignation,  at  what  was  considered  iieea- 
tiousness  of  the  press;  and,  without  trial  or  aMp 
vletion  in  the  courts  of  law,  and  with  a  private  life 
of  great  purity,  an  untiring  industry,  and  riagalar 
clesmess'of  intellect,  be  wais  driven  from  bii  aub- 
ordinate  office  in  apparent  disgrace.  Only  one  brief 
year  afterwards  what  did  we  behold  of  tetoraiaK 
justice  and  popular  indemnitji?  This  same  prioier 
is  sent  bere  as  the  representative  >.  of  a  covereign 
State,  to  sit  and  act  by  tbe  side  of  tbeae  who  bad 
rejected  him,  aad  is  soon  afterwards  exalted  aHiK 
fnrdier,  by  his  elevatiou  to  the  chair  of  its  Chief 
Magistracy. 
■  One  other  illosiratien,  and  I  have  done. 

In  tbe  case  of  John  Wilkes,  baown  vheierer 
popular  liberty  is  known,  and  the  particaiaia  ef 
which  need  liot,  therefore,  be  detailed,  bit  papers 
were  seized  by  the  minions  of  power,niider  ageae- 
ral  f earch-warfant,  because  be  bad  caused  <«  be 
printed  what  were  considered  libels.  The  eon- 
munity  looked  to  4ie  outrage  by  such,  a  seizure  On 
him  and  his  papers,  and  his  domestic  sanetnaiy, 
rather  than  to  the  individual  guilt  or  iiuM>eeaee. 
They  regarded  the  oppression,  rather  than  tbe  dia- 
rocter,  of  tbe  intended  victim  of  ministerial  uaar- 
palion.  To  evince  their  indignation  at  the  profli- 
gate invasion  of  bis  rights,  they  at  once  deeied 
him  to  the  House  of  Commons.  From  that  Hoose 
he  was  expelled  (or  dwnitud,  as  this  resohilioa 
would  term  it)  by  the  pltant  supporters  of  ibat 
ministry.  This  was  a  second  outrage,  not  macfa 
less  Osgranl  than  the  first,  and  the  people  again 
returned  him  there  by  acetamatioa.  Tea,  more — 
the  friends  of  liberty,  of  law,  and  (he  sacred  lights 
of  property  and  domestic  exemption  from  inqoisi- 
torial  search-warrants,  caused  the  record  of  hii 
expulsion  to  be  expungsd.  It  stands  expunged  to 
the  present  day,  and  I  may  venture  to  prediet  it 
will  continue  to  stand  expunged,  till  free  prindples 
themselves  shall  be  expelled  llrom  the  bi^plaee  of 
our  fathers. 

In  referring  lo  this  ease,  do  I  justify  (he  eoikdaet 
of  Wilkes,  in  many  respecisl  er  do  I  undertake 
officially  to  deride  on  any  general  imputations,  cast 
in  debate,  on  the  present  Printers?.  Far  from  it 
This  seems  to  me  not  to  be  tbe  proper  time  orpro- 
per  stage  in  the  proceedings  for  tbatpnrpost.  liiey 
will  ably  vindicate  themselves,  I  have  no  doub^ 
when  notified  of  atay  specific  charges  and  allowed 
to  defend  themselves  against  accusations  like  other 
free  aitizens  in  a  free  country,  before  they  are  oon- 
demned. 

But  Junius  jastly  said  ef  Wilkes,  whatever  may 
have  been  his  character,  it  was,  in  a  public  new,  the 
-I»ecedent  and  tbe  principle,  and  not  his  ebarvcicr, 
which  was  most  involved.  Like  Paine,  during  the 
Revolution,  our  fathers  looked  to  his  politics,  raiiier 
than  to  bis  infidelity;  aad  Mr.  Jefiierson  afterwards 
generously  protected  him  for  bis  political  rather 
than  religions  principles.  Hence,  Junius  proceded 
further,  and  observed  as  to  Wilkes,  ICke  had  vices, 
his  very  vices  pleaded  for  him  in  sudi  a  ease,  be- 
cause they  were  made  an  apology  by  oihers  for  aa 
act  of  oppression.  Thus,  (Letter  lllh:)  '  But,  let 
Mr.  Wilkes's  character  be  what  it  may,  this  at 
least  is  certain,  that  circnmstanced  as  be  is,  with 
regard  to  tbe  public,  even  his  vicps  plead  for  him. 
The  people  ol  England  faave  too  much  discernment 
to  suffer  yc  ur  GracR  to  take  ailvantageof  tbe  fafi- 
ings  of  a  private  character  to'eitablish  a  precedsni 
by  wbich  the  public  liberty  is  affected,  aad  wbieh 
you  may  hereafter  with  equal  ease  and  justificatioa 
employ  ta  tbe  rnin  of  the  best  man  in  the  kiifftlom." 

"^Tg'ltized  by  Google 
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Tea,  N>  destioy  even  a  Wilbeiforce, «  Fox,  or  a 
Pitt,  in  the  first  moments  of  exaltation  after  tome 
nariy  Tictory.  Yes,  it  is-  the  principle  in  which 
lurk  the  poison  and  the  peril.  And  the  great  an- 
kiMMro,  with  indignant  eloqaenee,  added:  ''Tbe 
laws  of  Ettglaad  shall  not  be  violated  even  by  yoor 
holy  zeal  to  oppress  a  sinner." 

Mr.  WALKER  said  his  friend  from  Arkansas 
bad  alladed  to  the  fact  that,  in  li333,  Oales  and 
Seatoniwere  declared  to  be  elected,  having  feeeired, 
tecordingtO<he tellers  niDely-niD«Totes,wben  before 
Congress  reassembled  a  hundred indiridaalspabllsh^ 
ed  iMder  their  signatures,  that  they  had  deposited 
ibeit  ballots  for  Blair  and  Rives;  and  in  point  of 
fact,  (hoDgh  tbe  tellers  annonnced  the  election  of 
Chles  and  Seaton,  that  Blair  and  Rives  were 
elected.  Now  this  resnlt  mast  have  been  either 
throngh  fraud  or  mistake;  he  believed  it  was 
ihroo^  mistake^  for  he  hoped  tbe  day  wonid  not 
esme  when  there  would  be  a  recbnnie  to  frand 
in  either  of  tbe  two  Houses  of  Congress,  to 
'defeat  aa  election.  Bat  whenever  it  -was,  Blaii 
maA  Rives  w«e  doly  elected,  anl  they  proposed,  in 
eonseqneneeof'this  fact,  that  they,  should  be  pro- 
claimed the  Printers  to  Congress.  Bot  what  was  the 
groand  then  taken  by  ihe  Whig  party,  and  by 
Oales  and  Sealou  in  editorial  articles,  which  he 
bad  before  him,  and  to  which  be  would  esll  the 
atientioB  of  the  Senate?  And  these  sentiments 
-were  not  only  promalgated  by  the  patty  here  at 
that  period,  bat  they  were  reaffirmed  by  the  Whig 
mess  throughout  the  TTnton  in  articles  republished 
from  those  of  Ghiles  and  Seaton,  who  were  nowto 
be  die  Printers  on  the  removal  of  Blair  and  Rives. 
la  aa  article  published  in  the  National  Intelli- 
geneet',  on  the  27th  of  November,  1833,  in  which 
tbey  are  giving  their  reasons  why  they  should  be 
oonsidered  Printers  for  the  two  years,  they 
IMOlil  in  precisely  the  same  manner  that  the  elec- 
tion of  Blair^nd  Rives  was  now  treated;  they  pro- 
eisimcd  it  was  a  contracu  Bat  the  following  was 
Ibeir  own  language: 

"P(Mfaig-bj  other  indicatioM  or  l6M8r  consequence,  «e  ar- 
rive at  that  oonMnpotaneoiu  one  with  which  we  began,  from 
Oloeianaii,  eoecuniDg  ia  die  acheiAe  of  the  New  Uampehira 
FatriM,  the  AlbaD/Aigua,  the  New  York  Standard,  Ac  Hav- 
log  InmlM  tl»H  far  with  vm,  llie  reader  will  probably  hare 
Bude  up  Ilia  minid,  by  ihli  Cim^  iliat  a  dMiberate  plan  lias  been 
Ibmed  liere,  to  lie  attempted  if  the  ceoapiretore  dare,  and 
which  all  ibaorgana  ol  Ihe  lower  Cabinet  are  bueitr  etwaged, 
bj  ^any  and  deapicable  arte,  endtevenng  to  acconipliafa,  lor  un- 
doing Ae  election  of  Fthuer  made  at  the  last  nnion  of  Con- 


"This  grand  projaa  of  the  cabal,  whoee  exiaience  and  dan- 
geione  iaiiueoce  we  ezpoaed  to  our  readeni  in  several  numbers 
darbg  the  laatauramer,  preseou  itaalf  in  two  aapecta,  the  one 
MMUx,  the  oiharLMaL." 

And  here  be  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Se-' 
sale  to  tbe  dennnciatfoa  of.  Qales  and  Seaton  of 
tbe  iattempt  to  remove  them  as.  both  "immoral  and 
illegal."  Such  was  the  charge  made  by  Qales  and 
Seaton,  in  1833,  against  that  act  wh'ch  Was  now  to 
be  accomplished  by  Iheir  friends  in  this  body — an 
ael,  too,  of  which  the  men  who  denounced  it  then 
-«tere  now  toreap  the  fruit.  If  this  were  an  immo- 
rality and  an  illegality,  he  would  turn  it  over' to  ihe 
ponseiences  of  geatlemen,  when  they  came  to  give 
their  vote  for  Ctales  and  Seaton  to  fill  the  vacancy 
now  to  be  created.  Bat  he  would  proceed  with 
that  part  ot  the  Article  which  treats  it  as  a  eoatraet 
.  with  Gales  and  Seaton.    It  is  as  follows: 

■Tbareaaon  for  thus  maldng  tbe  appointment  ibr  each  Con- 
gieaa  at  the  cloae  of  the  preeedlne  seeeton,  was  of  course  to 
•aable  the  contracior  to  prepare  the  necelMrjr  materials  to 
anablehim  toexecvlaso  extensile  a  work;  wiiiciiaverr  man 
of  boiinaM  kAowa  llwiH  take  eereral  months  to  do.  Alter  the 
paraod  elected  baa  given  the  lequired  bond,  the  contract  be 
tweenliiinaDdtheflouae  which  naa  choasn  him  is  complete, 
and  itiaoBl;  In  caae  of  failure  in  the  proper  execDtionof  the 
work,  or  iocanvenient  delay,  that  tbe  Secretary  or  Cierli  of 
aiilier  Honse  can  employ  another  Printer  to  do  any  part  of  the 
wvrk.  Such  a  thing  has  in  ^ct  never  yet  ocenrtad.  in  the 
couisa  of  fouitaen  years  pracuce  under  the  reaotution." 

Hta  the  3d  of  March,  Iffil,  juet  at  the  close  of  the  Congieaa 
nazt  aAer  that  in  which  the  atwve  measort'  was  first  adopted, 
iha  following  naolution  was  adopted  by  the  House  of  Repra' 


'^JlMelvtd,  That  (hia  Boose  will  forthwith  proceed  to  ballot 
Itoca  PnnUr  lo  execute  lla  work  duiiog  the  nexiOoDgreaa,  ac- 
cording to  the  provbionaof  the  resolution,  'dtrecling  the  mai>- 
ner  Id  which  the  printing  for  Congress  shalllMi  executM;  fixing 
tbo  ptkes  tluraof,  and  providing  far^tbe  appointment  of  a  Prin- 
Mr  ot  Printets,'  passed  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1819. 

■^udsT  Ihla  laaolution,  the  election  iraa  made  at  tbe  Sixteenth 
Cuiiflii— ,  ibr  tlie  Bev«ntsenth,  and  so  continued  to  be  made, 
«MB  Coognm  to  Congresa,  uaUl-  the  Twentieth  (Congress, 
nitm,  upon  tba  tacommenklioB  of  the  <2omnuH**  •■  *>*• 


tienchment,  the  foUowlog  reeolntion  was  pasaed,  early  in  Feb- 
ruary, by  both  Houses  of  (Congress,  and  approYed  by  uie  Presi- 
dent uf  the  ITnited  Slates: 

"A  RESOLUTION  amendatory  of  a  Joint  Baaolution  paassd 
3<1  March,  1819. 
"Betolved  by  Ike  Senatt  olid  Houte  of  Reprumtativet  of 
the  United  Staa  in  Ctngtat  oasemMad,  That  within  ihiity 
days  before  the  adjournment  of  every  Coograai,  each  House 
shall  proceed  to  vole  for  a  Printer  to  execute  its  work  for  and 
duriogihe  eucceedingCongiea,  andthepenon  havingthe  ina* 
jority  of  all  the  votes  ahall  IM  considered  duly  elected;  and  that 
BO  much  of  tbe  resolution  approved  the  3d  day  of  MSLrcti,  ]81S^ 
eiititled  'A  resolution  directing  the  manner  in  which  ihe  print* 
ing  for  Congress  ahall  be  executed,  fixing  the  prices  thereof,  iihd 
providing  for  the  appomiment  or.a  Pnnteror  Printers,'  as  jn 
altered  by  this  resolution,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed." 
The  re^olPlion,  too,  sei  forih  that,  in  case  of  tbe 
non-ezecalion  of  the  work,  the  work  might  be 
done  by  another  Printer,  and  the  contractor  should 
pay  any  surplus  to  the  new  Printel:  ihat  might  be 
allowed,  as  damages  for  the  non-execution  of  his 
duty.  Now  let  tbem  see  what  was  said  on  the  ef- 
fect of  the  joint  resolutinn  of  1819  and  1829: 

*'Thus,  and  with  all  these  solemn  forms  and  sanctiona,  was 
consummated  the  election  of  Printer,  which  the  Eiiebeo-Catal- 
oat,  in  all  tbe  Insolence  of  power,  with  matchless  presump. 
tion,  undertake  to  order  the  House  of  Representatives  to  aet 
aside;  which  they  could  no  more  legally  do^  the  reader  wilt 
perceive,  ilian  they  could  now  set  aside  tlw  election  of  Mr. 
Adams  to  the  Preaidenc]^  In  1^,  and  declare  evaj  act  dona  In 
consequence  of  it  to  have  been  illegal  and  void !" 

There  was  the  doctrine  of  the  Whig  party  of 
1833,  promulgated  by  their  acerediied  organ  in 
Washington  city,  and  under  circumstances  less 
strong  than  those  now  existing,  for  there  was  now 
Bo.allegaiion  that  Blair  and  Rives  were  chosen  by 
fhind.  Gales  and  Seaton  then  declared  that  it  was 
a  solemn  contraci,  and  that  they  could  be  no'mpre 
dismissed  than  that  Mr.  Adams  could  be  dismisEed 
from  tbe  Presidency  by  the  vote  of  Congress;  and 
yet  now  they  were '  to  reap  the  fruit  of  the  act 
which  ihey  then,  in  elaborate  editorial  articles,  de- 
nouQced  asillegaland  immoral,  and,  to  use  Iheir 
own  langnage,  as  an  act  of  "matchless  impu- 
dence.*' That  was  not  his  langn^e.but  the  lan- 
fnage  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  to  be  alected 
'rinters  by  the  other  side,  who  were  about  to  do 
the  very  same  act  which  was  then  pronounced  to 
be  immoral  and  illegal,  and  "matchless  impu- 
deocs."  This  joint  resolution  had  been  in  force 
for  twenty-two  years,  for  the  first  election  of  Qales 
and  Seaton  took  place  on  the  third  of  March, 
1819.  To  this  fact  let  him  call  the  attention  of 
this  bcdy  and  the  country,  and  let  him  ask  if  ibis 
body  was  not  now  to  act  oa  this  joint  reiolntioa. 

The  reseUttion  wa's  acted  upon  at  the  fallowing  - 
periods:  ldl9,  -ai,  '23,  '25,  -aT,  '29,  '31,  '33,  •SS, 
'37,  "SS,  and '41. 

There  was  not  one  single  gap  or  intermission  in 
this  body  from  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  to  this  pe- 
riod. There  were  examples  in  their  favor  for  twen- 
ty-two years,  under  all  the  mutations  of  party  and 
of  doclriae  that  this  country  had  undergone;  and 
not  one  example  lo  the  contrary;  but  at  thi^  laie 
period,  this  Whig  Senate  Was  about- to  create  an 
example  for  the  violation  of  the  resolution  of  1819. 
For  the  first  time,  a  Whig  Senate  was  about  to  dis- 
miss a  Printer  appointed  nnder  that  joint  resolu- 
tion, for  ntver  had  either  House  given  them,  one 
soliiary  example,  during  a  period  of  twenty-two 
years,  to  justify  the  act  ihat  was  then  about  to  be 
psrformed  by  a  Whig  majorit]^.  And  what  was 
tbe  groand  on  which  the  resolution  had  been  disre- 
garded in  the  other  Hoas«1  On  looking  at  the 
journals,  it  -would  be  seen  ihat  tbey  were  twofold. 
One  was  a  dispute  in  regard  to  the  manner  6f  Ihe 
election— whether  it  should  be  by. ballot  er  viM 
voce.  Tbey  failed  not  on  the  ground  that  the 
resolution  was  inoperative,  hxA  on  the  ground 
Ihat  it  required  a  vote  ot  two-thirds  to  take  the  re- 
solution up  for  action;  and  Iwo-thirtls  eonid  not  be 
found  to  iigree  upon  a  day.  And  when  the  session 
was  hastening  to  a  Close,  and  it  was  supposed  that 
an  attempt  to  act  upon  this  resolution  would  defeat 
bills  that  .were  on  their  passage,  and,  therefore, 
two-thirds  could  not  be  found  to  support  it,  this 
noh-aoiion  of  tbe  House  of  Representatives  was  to 
conbUtate  groand  for  the-  deviniion  of  the  Senate 
from  i's  uniforna  practice  from  1819  lo  1841 !  But 
the  House  of  Represenuiives  had  set  them  ne  such 
evil  example,  as  Ihat,  after  an  election  had  been 
consummated,  it  should  be  disregarded  and  set 
aside,  and  the  contract  rescinded.  The  specified 
gitoands  on  which  the  contract  could  b«  set  aside, 


were  a  failure  to  execute  the  work,  or  delay  in  its 
execution;  and  they  were  not  to  interpolate  on  that 
contract  provisions  that  were  not  in  it.  It  was  to 
be  a  contract  on  one  side,  as  well  as  on  the  other. 
It  was  obligatory  on  Blair  and  Rives,  aa  one  of  the 
contracting  parties,  and  on  the  Senate  of  the  TTaiteid 
States  as  the  other,  and  tbe  only  other  contneting 
party;  and  yet  this  Senate,  the  parly  entering  into  this 
contract  with  Blair  and  Rives,  were  to  be  the  sole 
judges  and  violators  of  that  oontract-^a  example 
for  which  would  not  be  found  in  the  whole  coarse 
of  jarisprudenee,  from  the  commenoement  of  le-' 
gislation  down  to  this  time.  Blair  and  Rives  could 
neither  resign  nor  abai)don  their  contract  without 
tbe  consent  of  the  Senate;  nor  release  thenseWes 
from  its  obligations;  aad  was  it  ever  heard  or 
dreamed  of,  that  a  contract  was  binding  on  one  party 
and  not  on  anotheil  This,  then,  clearly  distin- 
guished it  from  alt  other  cases  which  had  been  men* 
tioned  in  debate.  He,  therefore,  implored  the  Se- 
nate to  maintain  the  good  faith  and  honor  of  the 
eonntry,  in  which  they  had  so  deep  an  interest,  and 
not,  by  tlie  violation  of  this  contract,  set  an'  evil 
example  to  the  respective  Stales  of  the  Union,  to- 
impair  that  good  faith  which  shoatd  ever  b«  held 
inviolate.  He  would  rather  that  some  oompto- 
miseshonld  beeffeeted  than  that  this  great  principle 
should  be  violated  by  the  Senate  of  fta  Unitid 
Slates. 

Mr.  MANGTTM  read  various  extracts  fhim  the 
Qlobe  of  tbe  same  period,  maiataiBing  doctrines 
directly  the  reverse  of  those  contended  for  by  the 
Intelligencer. 

Mr.  WALKKR  called  the  atlenlien  of  th«  Senate 
to  the  fiict  that  that  doctrine  was  repudiated  by  the 
Democratic  party  to  which  it  was  directed. 

But  one  word  more.  They  had  designated  a 
partnership  to  be  the  Printers  to  the  Senate,  and  he 
wished  lo  inquire  Whether  they  could  elect  a  part- 
nership to  an  office!'  He  proposed  ihat  qaestion 
for  the  consideration  of  his  friends  on  the  other 
side,  and  he  wished  them  to  think  well  of  it  before 
they  consummated  the  work  which  .  they  had  now 
begun.  Did  they  elect  Blair  and  Rives,  or  Qales 
and  Seaton,  as  they  did  their  Secretary  aad  Ser- 
'geani-2t-arms,  to  apy  office  known  to  the  lawl 
And  if  they  had  de^knaled  tWo  individuals  as  one, 
on  wliat  principle  did  they  dismiss  botbt  This 
showed  clearly  thai  tbey  were  merely  designating 
contractors,  and  net  electing  officers. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  PRESTON,  tbe  Senate 
then  -went  into  Executive  session. 

TsmuDar,  March  11, 1841. 
-   The  resolution  to  dismiss  Blair  and  Rivea  being 
under  consideration — 

Mr.  BERRIEN  resumed  the  debate,  this  day, 
in  support  of  the  resolution.  The  views  which  he 
expressed  at  some  length,  were  those  of  previous 
speakers.  The  resolution,  h«  said,  affirmed  two 
things:  the  first  was,  that  the  Senate  had  power  to 
do  the  act  conlemplated  by  that  resolution;  and  se- 
condly, thatjhere  was  cause  for  doing  it;  and  these 
involved  the  position  that  the  Senate,  as  now  as- 
sembled, was  invested  with  lis  constitutional  pow- 
ers to  elect  iis  owa  officers,  which  included  'the 
idea  that  it  had  the  power  also  of  dismissal.  They 
were  then  sitting  as  a  "Senate,"  the  Pjinter  was  an 
officer  of  the  Senate;  and  partaking  of  tbe  views 
and  feeling  of  the  majority  of  the  people  by  whom 
the  new  Administration  had  been  called  inio  office, 
their  organ  of  communication  with  the  people,  who 
"was  neeesssrily  ettimsled .  with  most  confidential 
eommunicatioas,  thonid  not  be '  the  editor  of  a 
leading  political  paper  of  that  parly  which  had  al- 
ready alinonnced  their  determined  opposition  to  the 
existing  Administration.  It  was  "the  very  error 
of  the  moon"  io  toppose  they  could  tolerate  or 
eoniinne  these  Printers  one  instant  beyond  this  ac- 
quisition of  Ihe  power  to  dismiss  them. 

Mr.  BENTON  s»id  six  years  ago  the  JBenate 
hitppened  to  be  cflgaged  in  Ihe  same  business  which 
now  occupied  its  atiention-  He  happened  to  be 
in  corinetSiion  with  the  Senate  in  1835,  when  the 
the  actual  majority  of  that  day,  being  just  about  to 
go  ini6  a  minority,  proposed  to  bring  on  Ihe  elec- 
tion of  Printer  for  their  saceessors;  which  was  re- 
sisted by  tbe  minority,  »bj  were  theiysoon  to  be 
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Ibe  majority,  on  the  groands  vbich  had  been 
adopted  by  the  gnnilemen  opposite,  who  hadugued 
the  qnestion  during  ibis  d«b«te.  He,  (Mr.  Bbmton,) 
on  ibatoceasioB,«sin  18<t3,  submitied  a  resolution 
to  repeal  the  joint  resolijuon  of  1819,  wbicb  was . 
now  tieat^  by  genilemea  on  tbe  other  aide  as  a 
nullity.  He  bad  done  so,  becaase  standing  as  it  did 
on  the  8UUatebook,itwBsclotbed  with  all  tbe  forms 
of  law.  His  lesolqtion  of  1833,  for  repealing  the 
law  of  1819,  and  remitting  to  each  House  of  Con- 
gress tbe  election  of  its  own  Printer,  was  referred 
by  then  existing  majority  in  the  Senate  (wbieb 
was  the  stwte  politioalJy  as  now  ezisied  here)  to- 
a  oommiitee  composed  wholly  of  that  poli- 
tical party,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Robbios,  Poin- 
dexter,  and  Bibb.  That  committee  retained  the 
reeolntfon  to  the  end  of  tbe  sessieo;  they  then  re- 
ported against  it,  and  they  were  aupported  by  the 
majority  in  tbe  Seeate.  That  was  in  1833.  In 
1835,  the  same  course'  was  taken  by  biia  pretty 
early,  and  again  tiy  the  same  political  party  in  the 
Senate,  bis  resolation  was  lefecreo;  it  was 
then  refared  to  tbe  Judiciary  Committee,  consist- 
ing of  fire  members,  foi^r  of  whom  were  of  the 
sane  political  party  as  was.  ibis  day  in  a  majority. 
That  resolmion  was  so  rejerred,  in  opposition  to 
bis  earnest  rembnatranoe,  to'a  co>umittee,wiib  wbom 
it  might  lie  long.  It  was  afterwards  brought  back 
with  tbe  decision  of  tbe  committee  against  the  re- 
peal of  tbe  resohition  of  1819,  and  again  tbe  Se-  . 
,nale  sostained  the  decision.  It  was  in  the  latter 
part  of  tbe  session 'of  1835,  that  thai  resolution  was 
brongbt  back,  when  it  was  reported  to  the  Se- 
nate b]i  tbe  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Preston,]  and  tbas,  by  two  committees  of  that 
body,  belongiog  to'  the  poliiicar  party  now  predo- 
minant in  Ibis  boiiy,  the  propriety  of  repealin<!  tbe 
resolution  of  1819  was  reportei!  against,  and  tbose 
reports  were  acquiesced  la  by  the  majoriiy  of  >he 
Senate.  -Tbe  joint  re<olntion,  then,  which  for  a 
week  past  bad  been  treated  bj  tbe  oiber  side  as  a 
nnllity,  was  adbercd  to  by  them  in  1833  and 
1835,  and  adhered  to  on  a  proposition  be- 
ing made,  and  coming  regularly  before  the  Se- 
nate, 10  decide  the  propriety  of  taking  it  off  tbe 
sutuie  book.  .  On  tbe  3  jtb  of  Febrnary,  1835,  po- 
litical power  being  about  to  shift  itself  on' others, 
tbe  election  of  Printer  was  brought  on<  He,  (Mr. 
Bknton,)  and  others,  made  all  tbe  resistance  lo  it 
that  they  could;  and  be  believed  they  slated  their 
objections,  if  ^t  as  strongly,  at  least  as  broa^lly,  as 
tbe  gentlemen  opposite  now  do.  They  urged  the 
impropriety  of  the  bringing  on  an  election  by  gen- 
tlemen who  were  leaving  their  seats,  and  imposing 
on  their  sncoessors  an  officer  of  another  pohlical 

Sarly,  who  might  be  unacceptable  and  disagreea- 
le  to  them.  He  (Mr.  Bintok)  said  he  should 
look  upon  it  as  the  exercise  ofmere  power,  which 
would  not  be  obligatory  on  those  succes- 
sors, and  which  tbty  might  disregard  if  ihey 
would;  and,  tberefoie,  for  one,  he  undertook  to  say 
then  that  be  sboald  disregard  it,  and  that  he  should 
not  snbmit  to  the  imposition  of  a  Printer  of  the  ad- 
verse political  party  npon  them,  but  tfiat  he  should 
move,  in  bis  place,  at  the  next  session,  to  set  the 
Printer  aside  and  take  another  up.  Of  all  this  he 
gave  notice  in  bis  place;  and  when  gentlemen  made 
their  objections  lo  tfais  election,  a  formight  ago,  and 
said  they  were  not  bound  by  it,  but  would  move  to 
set  it  aside  when  they  were  competent  to  do  i',  it 
seemed  to  him  they  Were  reading  out  of  bis  own 
book.  Indeed,  be  had  tbe  book  brought,  and  tbe 
language  was  found  exactly  to  correspond.  No- 
thing ooald  b«  more  explicit  than  the  statements 
he  made  on  that  oceasion.  Standing  in  his  place, 
be  promised  he  would  make  a  moiion  to  set  the 
election  aside,  and  to  go  rn:o  an  Vleclion  for  them- 
selves: ij  was  all  in  the  book  which  lay  before  him, 
but  he  would  not  trouble  ibe Senate  with  reading  it. 
He  made  the  pledge;  but  on  the  ensoing  sefision 
coming  round,  was  that  pkdge  redeemed?  Did  he 
move  to  set  the  election  aside?  Did  he  move  to 
supefKde  Qales  and  Statnn,  and  to- into  the  elee- 
tioa  of  another  person?  No;  he  did  no;.  He  gave 
the  notice,  but  when  the  lime  came  round,  he  ne- 
ver made  tbe  movement.  Why?  For  want  of 
will  within  bimsein  He  presumed  bot.  Why 
ibeni  Bccanse  ibe  gentlemen  elected  were,  per- 
•  fectly     agreeable     to    bim?      By    no    means.  | 


They  were  gentlemen  of  adverse  politics,  and 
Ihey  were  far,  be  assured  tbe  Senate,  from 
sprinkling  him  and  his  party  with  lavender.  The 
gentlemen  wrre  adverse  to  him  in  polities,  their  pa- 
per was.disagreeable  to  him;  and  yet  did  be  move 
to  tet  their  election  aside?  Did  he  lake  a  step  to 
redeem  the  pledge  he  had  given?  No,  not  one  step; 
and  why?  Because  tbe  body  of  the  Democratic 
parly— some  might  have  forgotten  it  as  a  transient 
thing— utterly  refused  to  go  imo  it.  .  He  did  not 
know  that  he  found  a  backer  among  them;  but  so 
far  he  eoold  speak,  that  his  politieal  friends  refused 
to  go  into  the  .election  of  a  Printer,  and  for  the  rea- 
sons here  givetu  Messrs  Qales  and  Sea' on  had 
entered  into  a  contract,  they  were,  the  Printers  to 
tbe  Senate  for  two  years,  aitd  the  Democratic  parly 
permiied  them  to  serve  out  their  two  years — tbe 
Ifemocrats  being  the  majority.  Twice,,tben,  under 
such  oireumsiances,  were  adverse  printers  permit- 
ted to  hold  iheir  contract — twice,  and  for  two  years 
each  lime.  Were  ihey  ptrmitted  to  hold  it  to  the  end 
of  the  lerm.  He  mentioned  this,  for  the  pirpose 
of  showing  bow  bis  political'  friends  had  acted 
heretofore.  He  did  not  quote  it  lo  show  his  own 
consistency,  or  <if  doing  honor  tcvbimself:  not  at  all. 
It  was  to  remind  them  bf  what  hisfriends  had  done, 
tind  .thereby  to  do  ju<tlce  both  lo  those  present  and 
those  absent;  for  Ibe  purpose  of  showing  how.  the 
Democracy  had  used  its  power,  when,  on  two 
former  oQcasions,  they  utterly  refused  to  touch  the 
contract  of  tbe  Printer.  It  was  to  bring  that  fact 
to  tbe  minds  of  Senators,  and  not  to  go  into  any 
atgnment^  tb^t  be  bad  I'tttn;  and  every  word 
he  bad  spoken  was  confirmed  by  the  book 
before  b'm.  'He  did  ibis  to  bring  it 
to  tbe  knowledge  of  the  Senate  and  of  tbe  conntty 
— be'  did  it  for  the  pui'pose  of  confronting  profes- 
sions wilh  practice.  The  DemucraXic  party  bad 
been  described  as  the  "spoils  party ,^'  the  "intole- 
rant party,"  "the  "prescriptive  pariy,"  and  the 
parly  which  swept  every  thing  away  that  dilTfred 
from  them.  Anolber  party  had  come  in  which  was 
to  "proscribe  proreripiion."  That  was  ibe  profes- 
sion on  which  tbe  gentlemen  bad  come  in;  but, 
wiiho'ut  going  intb  generalities,  take  the  case  now 
before. them,  and  how  stood'il?  '  The  last  Rentleman 
who  had  addrei^ed  them,  [Mi.  Bbkricn]  had  sum- 
med up  Iheir  whole  doctrine.when  he  said  ihey  could 
not  toleraie  for  an  ioslanl — which  was  the^mallest 
subdivision  of  lime — Printers  of  adveR>e  .  politics 
to  do  their  business. 

'  Then,  while  the  tolerant,  the  merciful,  the  ele- 
ment, die  anti-prosciiptivs  Federalists-  refuse  to 
tolerate,  for  one  iastsni;  the  intolerant,  proscribing, 
tyrannical  Democrats  were  tolerant  for  four  years — 
at  two  end^of  the.  Capitol,  and  for  .two  yrars  at  a 
time,  and  for  two  years  at  the  end  ofibai  limr,  had 
Ihey  lolerated  Qales andSealon.  He  would  con- 
clude with  again  sayiag  thai  he  bad  made  these  ob- 
servations only  for  the  purposeof  doing  justice  to  the 
Democracy — to  show  tbem  consistent  and  uniform 
in  1833,  and  1835,  and  in  1841 — and  in  showing 
Ibe  Federalists  refusing  to  be  bound  by  a  law  in 
1841,  and  irtating  it  as  a  nullity,  which  tbey  re- 
fused to  repeal  in  1833  and  1835;  in  showing  them 
as  adhering  to  the  joint  resolution  of  1819,  wh>-n 
it  ia  in  favor  of  Galbs  and  Seitcn,  and  trampling 
it  underfoot  when  it  is  in  favor,  of  Blair  and 

RiVBS. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  about  being  taken, 
when 

Mr.  CLA'V  of  Kenincky  said  that  many  Sena- 
tors were  absent,  being  necessarily  occupied  in  pre- 
paraiion  for  their  departure  for  their  homef;  and 
that  it  should  not  be  taken  without  sOme  little  no- 
tice o  ibe  absentees,  as  tbey  had  some  business  in 
Executive  session  to  transact,  be  would  movo  that 
Ibe  Senate  go  into  Ezecuiive  cession,  and  at  3 
o'clock,  the  question  be  taken. 

Moitof  the  Senators  now  appearing  in  iheir 
seals,  be  "waived  the  motion,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  taken,  as  follows: 

■yEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bales,  Bay- 
ard,-Berrien,  Choate,  Clay  of  Keniucky,  Clayton, 
Dixon,  Evans,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Ker, 
Mangtfm,  Merrick,  Miller,  Moorehead,  Porter, 
Prrslon,  Rives,  Simmons,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Sontbard.Tallnaadtv.'WraUe.andWoodbridge— 36 

NAlfS— Messn.  Allen,  Benton,  Badianan,  Cal- 


houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Eii^, 
Linn,  MacRobetts,  Nicholson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wood- 
bury, aad  Wright— 18. 

So  tbe  resolution  to  dismiss  Blair  and  Rives  as 
Printeia  of  the  Senate  to  tbe  37ih  Congreaa  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  CLkY  of  Kentucky  moved  the  following 
ordtrt        '     . 

Ordet*^  That  the  officiiJ  bond  taken  from  Blair 
and  tUves,  as  Priniers  of  the  Senate  of  tbe  37ih 
Congress,  be  delivered  lo  tbem  by  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Senate. 

On  thii  Mr.  BENTON  called  thu  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  the  motion  was  carried  by 
a  precisely  similar  vote  to  that  on  the  above  qaec- 
ion— yeas  36,  nays  18. 

The  Senate  then  went  inte  Execative  session,  and 
afterwards  adjonmed. 


IN  SENATE, 
MoMDiT,  March  14, 1841. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  ibe  following  leUer  of 
Messrs.  Blair  and  Rives,  which  was  read: 
ObOlB  Oftio, 
Washington,  I5lb  March.  1841. 

(%i  the  I3ih  insi.  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  ia. 
obedience  to  a  reM)luiton  of  tbe  Senate,  seat  to  ns  a 
letter  enclosing  our  bond  for  exeoaling  tbe  printing 
for  t!iat  body  during  the  3Tdi  Congress;  ttw  con- 
tents of  which  letter  we  did  not  know  when  it  was 
handed  to  w,  and  on  examining  its  eoatenia,  we 
immediately  returned  it  to  tbe  Secretary^  otkob, 
where  it-was  left.  With  a  letter  ilemandingof  him 
aU  the  copy  that  has  been  ordered  to  be  printed,  or 
that  may  be  ordered  to  be  printed,  by  the  Senate, 
during  lbs  37ih  Congress. 

We  now  inform  the  Senate  that  we  are  prepared, 
and  have  been  ever  since  our  eieciiop,  to  execole 
any  priming  that  bas  been  ordertd;  and  shall  keep 
ourselves  prepared  to  execute  all  the  priming  that 
may  be  ordered  by  the  Senate  during  the  97th  Con- 
.gress;  and  we  hereby  recpectfnlly  demand  the  copy 
of  all  that  bss  been  ordered,  and  all  thai  may  be 
'ordered  during  the  37ih  Congrets,  as  fast  as  the 
orders  shall  be  made. 

Respectfully, 

BLAIR  &  RITES. 
To  Ou  Senate  of  the  United  Sudes. 

Tbe  letter  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

Afr.  PRESTON  rose  and  addressed  the  S«a«t« 
as  follows:  It  is,  1  am  sure,  painfully  within  the 
recollection  of  tbe  Senate,  that  a  few  days  since  *i 
very  unpleasant  collision  occnrred  nn  tlus  floor 'b^ 
tween  the  Senator  fiom-  HLentacky  aod  the  Senaufir 
from  Alabama-  Any  interruption  of  the  babUnal 
and  characteristic  harmony  of  this  body,  or  ihepaf- 
liamentary  decorum  of  its  proceedings,  i$,  ander 
any  cireumsiances,  deeply  to  be  regretted,  but  espe- 
cially in  tbe  p{e>ent  case,  inasmuch  as  the  maai- 
feslation  of  heat  occurred  belweea  Senators  of  such 
long  aiid  distinguished  standing.  It  might  well  be 
supposed  that  nothing  but  mistake,  or  accident 
could  have  led  to  such  a  result;  aad  thoroughly 
convinced  of  ibis,  I  rue,  Mr.  President,  to  state 
my  cpnvi$ti«n  of  the  -  existence  of  miaappreben- 
sion,  and  lo  slate  succinctly  the  mode  in  which  it 
occurred. 

-On  tbe  occasion  alluded  to,  tbe  Senator  fion 
Kentucky,  conceiving  that  tbe  remarks  of  the  S^ 
nator  from  Alalmma  were  calculated  and  intended 
to  be  injurious  to  his  character,  and  personally  o<^ 
fensive,  reluried  in  language  of  direct  affront--laa?- 
guage  which  I  am  convinced  he  could  nothaveeat- 
ployed,  'but  under  a  deep  sense  of  injury.  In  tUa 
vhiw  of  ihe  remarks  of  the  Senator  fiom  Alabama, 
I  believe  be  was  misiaken.  Indeed  I  am  coavineed, 
flrom  information  which  has  casnslly  eome  to  my 
po3SPSl^ion,  that  the  Senator  from  Alabama  did  not 
iniend  to  be  personally  offensive.  At  Ihe  bottom  of 
this  affair,  therefore,  there  it  a  misapprebcosie*, 
which  I  announce  wiih  pleasure,  iMid  in  ibecottft- 
dent  belief  that,  being  announced,  'the  honef*Me 
and  distinguished  Senators  will  permit  no  petaonal 
difficulty  lo  arrest  an  ndjnstmeni  which  is  earnestly 
demanded  by  the  Senate  and  ibe'country. 

Mn  CLAY  said  be  shared  with  ibe  aeoKtot.fJom 

South  Carolina  [Mr.  PiUiwii]  in  tbe  regret  whieh 

he  h#d  manifested,  on  account  df  the  oeenrreBte 
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(ContiniMid/romAs.  15  ) 
distflrbing  the  usaal  harmony  and  good  f«tling 
irhieh  prerailed  in  the  Senate,  to  which  he  bad 
aUnded;  and  he  bore,  with  pleasure,  testimony  to  the 
kOnorable  and  high  minded  feelings  which  had 

Srompted  that  Senator  to  make  the  appeal  which 
>  bad  jost  presented. 

Before  he  (Mr.  C.)  proceeded  to  respond  parlica* 
Utrly  to  that  appeal,  he  wished  to  sabmit  a  few 
general  observations  to  the  Senate  in  regard  to 
the  prifUeges  of  Congressional  or  Parliamentary 
debate. 

Erery  Senator  had  tbe  most  perfect  right  to 
speak  with    the  utmost  freedom  of   those    who 
were  in  powei';  be  mignt  aeaoance  them  as  arbi- 
trary,  wicked,  and  incompetent,  and  their  mea> 
snres  as  tyrannical,  corrnpt,  and  rniaoos  to  the 
best  interests  of  tbe  csanlry.    So  it  was  (qually 
the  right  of  every  member  to  deliver  his  sentiments 
withont  reserve  on  the  character  of  all  persons  not 
members  cf  the  body,  bat  whose  names  or  cha- 
racters were  eonnecled  with  the  subject  under  debate, 
and  all  brought  before  the  Senate  as  candidates  for 
appointment  to  office.    All  this  a  member  has  a 
rignt  to  do  under  no  other  responsibiliiy  than  that 
fbieb  bis  own  conscience  and  pnblic  opinion  im- 
poae.  But  while  this  right  was  clear  and  undeniable, 
was  easential  to  the  due  discharge  of  official  duly, 
and  was  in  noease  tobe  be  restrained,  the  same  liber- 
ty did  not  extend  to  the  language  of  Senators  towards 
each  other,  or  in  reference  to  their  motives.    In 
qieaUng  to  or  of  each  other,  the  utmost  respect 
and  deeoram  ought  ever  to  be  preserved,  all  per- 
sonality avoided,  and  especially  all  imputation  of 
improper  motives.    Under  these  impressions  as  to 
the  privileges  of  debate,  and  guided  by  these  rules, 
Mr.  C.  bad  spoken,  a  few  days  since,  of  the  elder 
Editer  of  the  Qlobe  newspaper,  whom  it  was  then 
proposed  to  dismiss  from  the  office  of  Printer  to  tbe 
Senate.     Had  not  that  individual  been  thus  legiti- 
■Atdy  and  directly  before  tbe  body,  he  shonld  have 
forborne,  as  he  had  always  hitherto,  in  bis  public 
station,  forborne,  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to  him  or 
tha  p^per   which  he  edits.    Notwithstanding  ten 
years  of  the  most  unparalleled  abuse  and  waoton 
aqd  aaserapulous  attacks  of  bimseir,  Mr.  C.  had 
remaiiied  silent;  and  so  he  should  siitt  have  re- 
mained; but  when  the  name  of  that  person  was  di- 
rectly before  the  Senate,  and  his  character  aad 
etmduot  of  a  pnblic  journal  became  a  legitimate 
nbject  for  its  consideration,  he  had  felt  it  to  be  his 
light  to  speak  of  him  in  tbe  terms  he  had  done. 
Wbe^oB  the  next  day,  the  Senator  from  Alabama 
(Mr.  KiNa)  addressed  tbe  Senate,  he  must  say  that, 
while  that  gentleman  was  speaking,  he  had  thought 
that  there  was,  on  his  part,  a  stndied,  a  premcditat- 
edt-and,  as  he  then  believed,  a  preconcerted  design 
to  huIdb  an  assault  upon  him  and  his  character. 
And  when  tbe  Senator  concluded  by  institntinK  a 
eompatison  of  Mr.  C.  to  a  man  whom  he  bad,  but 
ibe  MJT  before,  declared  to  be  infamous,  and  of 
whom  he  had  spoken  as  a  common  libeller,  and 
of  his  paper  as  libellous,  he  did  not  doubt  that  his 
object  was  a  personal  offence  to  Mr.  C.    It  was 
ander  this  impression  that  Mr.  C.  had  addressed  to 
the  Chair  some  remarks  which  he  intended  as  a 
deliberaia  offence  to  that  Senator^ 

Bat  it  was  due  to  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  as 
well  as  to  himself,  to  state  that  he  bad  since  re- 
eeived  satisfactory  information,  oa  which  he  placed 
imfdieU  reliance,  that  there  had  been  no  purpose  or 
intenUon  on  the  part  of  that  Senator  to  offer  any 
penooal  affront  to  Mr.  C.  or  to  cast  the  slightest 
mpataiion  on  his  character  or  honor.    Mr.  C.  had, 
themore,  been  mistaken  as  to  the  design  which  he 
had  supposed  that  Senator  to  entertain;  and  he 
most  have  entirely  misapptebended  the  language 
employed.    Beady,  thierefore,  at  all  times  prompts 
ly  to  repair  fen  injary,  as  he  hoped  he  ever  shonld  be 
to  npci  an  indignity,  and  always  taking  more  plea- 
ton  to  lepair  tbuio  lepel,  and  wilhomany  regard 


to  tbe  nicety,  of  mere  technical  forms,  to  which 
those  acquainted  with  him  well  knew  he  never  at- 
tached great  importance — uader  the  circumstances 
as  thus  explained,  and  with  the  understanding 
which  he  now  bad  of  the  real  intentions  of  that  Se- 
nator, it  was  with  infinite  pleasure  be  now  de- 
clared every  epithet  in  the  least  det ogaiory  to  bim, 
to  his  honor,  or  to  bis  character,  to  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  KINQ  said:  I  concur  with  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  as  to  tbe  duty  which  every  Senator  owe 
to  himself  and  to  the  body  of  which  be  is  a  mem- 
ber. He  should  sindiously  avoid  all  personalities, 
and  keep  himself  strictly  within  the  rules  of  order, 
and  never  depart  from  decorum  in  debate.  I  have 
long  been  a  member  of  the  S«nale,  and  I  can  fear- 
lessly appeal  to  my  brother  Senators  to  say, 
whether,  on  any  occasion,  I  have  violated  pre- 
scribed rules,  or  been  guilty  of  indecorum  in  de- 
bate. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky^  from  whoever  he 
received  the  information,  has  not  been  misinform- 
'ed.  That  Senator  having,  with  his  characteristic 
frankness,  explicitly  withdrawn  the  iojurious  ex- 
pressions used  by  him,  I  now  feel  myself  at  liberty 
to  state,  and  I  do  it  in  the  same  spirit  of  frankness, 
that  nothing  which  was  said  by  me  was  intended  to 
be  personally  offensive  to  that  Senator;  nor  was  it 
my  design,  in  any  manner,  to  derogate  from  his 
character  as  a  gentleman  or  man  of  honor.  I  make 
this  statement  with  pleasnre;  for, while  I  am  always 
prepared  to  defend  my  honor  when  assailed,  I  care- 
fully avoid  attacking  others. 

Mr.  PRESTON  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the 
satisfactory  termination  of  the  misunderstanding 
between  the  Senators;  and  then,  on  bis  motion. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  Eiecntitre  session,  and 
when  the  doors  were  again  opened, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  was  discussing  a  motion  sabmit- 
ed  by  Mr.  Rivts  in  relation  to  printing  letters  of 
the  Adjutant  General  and  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  in  connection  with  the  memorial  of  General 
Jesup  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed  during  the 
last  session  of  Congress. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  WRIGHT 
and  BENTON  on  the  ground  of  the  impropriety 
aad  irregularity  of  transacting  business  of  a  legis- 
lative character  daring  an  executive  session  of  the 
Senate;  while  they  expressed  their  willingness,  to 
vote  for  the  printing  of  any  document  which  might 
be  necessary  for  the  elucidation  of  the  subject,  if 
the  motion  for  it  was  submitted  at  tbe  proper  time. 
Themotion  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  RIYEIS, 
ARCHER,  and  PRESTON,  and  was  agreed  to— 
ayes  SO,  noes  10. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  a  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President,  and  inform  him  that  the  Se- 
nate were  prepared  to  adjourn  if  he  bad  no  further 
tee  had  performed  that  du'y;  that  the  President 
communications  to  make,  reported  that  the  commit- 
had  informed  them  that  he  had  no  further  commu- 
nications to  make;  and  expressed  to  them,  and  de- 
sired it  to  be  communicated  through  them  to  the 
body,  his  wishes  for  the  health  and  happiness  of 
the  members  of  the  Senate,  and  for  their  safe  return 
to  their  homes  and  families. 
Oa  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT, 
The  Senate  adjourned  line  die. 


REPORT 

OF  THE  CLEKK  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRB8BNTA 

TTVEil  OF  THE  tlMTEI)  STATES, 
J»  compItane«  teitk  tkt  "Jiet  l«  aulhorize  thi  appebil- 

m*nt  nf  addUitntl  patma$ltri,  and  far  olhtr  pw- 

pottt,"puttd  Mf  4, 1836. 

OfnoaovTBiHoDSBovRBn.  D.B. 
Marcti  4,  IMI. 

In  obedience  to  the  6tb  section  of  the  "Act  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  additional.'paymaa- 
ten,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  July  4, 1836, 


which  requires  "the  Secretary  of.  the  Senate  and 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rspreseniativas,  as  soon 
as  may  be  after  tbe  close  of  each  session  of  Con- 
gress, to  publish  a  statement  of  all  appropriations 
made  during  the  session;  and  also  a  statement  of 
the  new  offices  created,  and  tbe  salaries  of  eadi; 
and  also  a  statement  of  tbe  offices,  the  salaries  <it 
which  are  increased,  and  tbe  amount  of  such  in- 
crease," the  Clerk  ot  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives sobmits  the  aoeompanying  statements. 

H.  A.  GARLAND, 
Clerk  House  of  Representatives. 

Stalemtnl  ef  affrofriationi  made  ehtrinii  Iht  SdsMnea 
of  the  36!fc  CoiMren  ^the  Unltd  Sftu  qfjliiuri- 
CM,  iptdfying  (&e  vn»wtt  tndohjeit  of  ttk. 
So  Session  S6Ta  Conoacss. 
H.  R.  No.  525.    Far  the  mi^grt  ^Ute  OounrnMU, 

in  part,  fir  the  f/ear  1841. 
For  pay  aad  mileage  of  members  of  Congress  and 
Delegates  .  .  .    f3S0,000  00 

For  pay  of  the  officers  and  clerks  of 
the  Senate  and  Hooss  of  Repre- 
ssniaUves,  .  .       35,000  00 

For  stationery,  fuel,  printinr,  and  all 
other  incidental  and  contingent  ex- 
peases  of  the  Senate  -       SJt,000  00 
For  stationery,  fast,  printing,  and  all 
other  incidental  and  oontingent  ex* 
penses  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives     ....      100,000  00 
For  the  payment  of  the  sums  due 
by  law   to  tbe   several   messen- 
gers of   the  respeetive  States,  as 
compensation  for  conveying  to  the 
seat  of  Government  the  vote  of  the 
electors  of  the  said  States  for  Pre- 
sident and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States                   .  19,000  00 
H.  R.  601.  For  the  eisi/  and  diploina- 
tie  expeiuet  of  tke   Gvtemmtnt  for 
the  year  1841. 
For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  members 

of  Congress  and  delegates  .     111,408  00 

For  pay  of  the  officers  and  clerks  of 
the  Senate  and  Hoose  of  Repre- 
senuiivcs .  .  .  .       19,900  00 

Per  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all 
other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Senate  ....  35,000  00 
For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all 
other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  .     - 13,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  tbe  Secreury  of  State,  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  the  8e- 
eietary  of  War,  tbe  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  and  tbe  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral ....  60,000  00 
For  salary  of  the  seeretary  to  sign 
patents  fur  pablie  lands,  per  set  of 
July  fourth,  eighteen  hondred  and 
thirt]i-six  ....  1,M0  00 
For  clerks  and  messengers  in  tbe  of" 

fice  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale       .      90,300  00 
For  tbe  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Department   of  State,   including 
publishing    and   distributing   the 
laws  ....      85,00000 

For  compil  ing,  printing, Ac.  die  Blen- 

oial  Register         .  .  .        1,000  00 

For  the  superintendent  and  watchmen 
of  the  northeast  executive  build- 
ing ...  .  1,600  00 
For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said 
boitding,  including  f oel,  laberj  oil, 
andrepaiis  .  3,860  00 
For  compensatiott  to-  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  Se> 
cretaty  of  the  XceasttiT^-^                 U,49Q  00 
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For  compensa'ioD  to  tbe  clerks  in  said 

office,  j^  act  of  ibe  tvamyihird 

Jane,  eighteen  hundred  and  tfairiy- 

six,  entitled  "An  act  to  legnlaie 

tta  depoaites  of  the  pablie  mo- 
ney"        ....        3,600  00 
For  eompenaatMHi  lo  die  First  Comp- 

trcOler  of  the  Treasury      .  .        3,500  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 

messenters  in  the  office  of  the  First 

Comptroller         .  .  19,300  00 

For  compensation  to    the  Second 

Comptroller  .  .       '3,000  00 

For  compensatiMi  to  the  clerks  and 

messei^rer  in  tbe  office  of  the .  Se- 

cond  Cofflpitoller,  inclnding  the 

compeiisatioB  of' two  clerks  trans- 

ferred  from  the  office  of  theFoarth 

Aaditor     .  ...  .       13,250  00 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Aadi- 
tor of  tbe  Treasury  .  .        3,000  00 
For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 

Bcssengers  in  the  office  of  the  First 

Auditor     ....       15,900  00 
For  compensation  to  tbe  Second  Au- 
ditor of  the  Treasury  3,000  00 
For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 

messengers  in  ihe  office  of  the  Se- 
cond Aaditor  .  .       17,900  00 
For  compensation  to  the  Third  Aadi-' 

tor  ...  .        3,000  00 

For  compensation  to  Ihe  clerks  and 

messengers  in  tbe   office  of  (be 

Third  Aaditor       .  .  .       29,650  00 

For  compensation  to  two  clerks  em- 
ployed on  claims,  nnder  the  act  of 

the  eighteenth  January,  eigbieen 

hundred  and  ihirty-seven  .        2,400  00 

For  compensation  to  Ibe  Fonnb  Aa- 
ditor        ....        3,000  00 
For  compensWiQn  lo  tbe  clerics  and 

messengers  in  the   office  of  the 

Fourth  Aaditor     .  .  .       16,950  00 

For  compensation  to  the  Fifth  Aa* 

ditor         ....        3,000  00 
For  compenMtion  to  the  clerks  and 

messengers  in  the   office    of   the 

Fifth  Aaditor       .  .  9,800  00 

For  compeosatioB  to  two  clerks  in 

tbe  office  of   Ibe  Fifth  Aaditor, 

according     to    the   act   of    the 

•eMntb  July,  eighteen    bandied 

and  tbirty-e^bt     .  .  .        2,000  00 

For  compensation  of  the  Treasorer 

of  the  Doited  Sutes  3,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 

messengers  in  the  offiiec  of  the 

Tttmuet  of  the  United  States  10,750  00 

For  compensation  to  tbe  Rtgister  of 

the  Treasury        .  .  .        3,000  00 

For  compensatioit  lo  the  clerks  and 

messengers  in  tbe  office  of  tbe  Re- 
gister of  tbe  Treasaiy  .      24^00  00 
For  compensation  of  tbe  Commis- 

•tooer  of  the  General  I<and  Office, 

per  act  ei  foanh  July,  eighteen 

hondred  and  ibirty^ix      .  .        3,000  00 

For  eompeasatioB  of  the  recorder, 

solicitor,  draughtsman,  and  assist- 
ant draaghtsnian,  clerks,  messen- 
.  gen,  and  packers,  in  the  office  of 

tbe  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office  .  .  .      95,500  00 

For  compensation  to  the  Solicitor  of 

of  the  Treasury    .  .        3,500  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 

messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Soli- 

dtor  of  the  Treasury  .        3,950  OO 

For   translating  foreign  langoages, 

said  transmiitinir  passports  and  sea 

leiiers,  in  the  office  of  tbe  Secreia- 

ry  of  the  Treasury  .  300  00 

Ftv  Slating  and  printing  the  public 

accounts,  incladiog  a  deficiency  in 

lormer  sppropriations       .  .         1.800  00 

For  stationery,  printing,  and  aH  other 

contingent  expenses  of  the  Treasu- 
ry Departmeat.  viz: 
Fer  the  office  of  the  First  Compirol- 


ler  ....        2,000  00 

For  the  office  of  the  Second  Comp- 
Iroller       ....         1,500  00 

For  the  office  of  the  First  Aaditor  1,000  00 

For  tbe  office  of   tbe  Second  Auditor         ]!,000  00 

For  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor  1,000  00 

For  the  office  of  the  Poarth  Auditor         1,346  43 

For  the  office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor  1,000  00 

For  the  office  of  tbe  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States       .  .  .         3,<MH)  00 

For  tbe  office  of  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury  .  .  .        3,080  00 

For  the  office  of  the  Solieittr  of  the 
Treasnry  .  .  .         1,500  00 

f  or  eigbty-thiee  thoasand  pieces  of 
paidiment  and  printinir,  books, 
and  stationery,  advertising,  and 
contingent  expenses  of  tbe  Gene- 
ral Land  Office;  and  for  books  and 
blanks  for  district  land  offices       .       34,670  00 

For  compensatioh  of  the  saperinten* 
dent  and  watchmen  of  the  south- 
east ezecuiire  bailding     .  .        9,100  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  Ibe  boiM- 
ing  occnpied  by  the  Treasnry,  in- 
cluding, feel,  labor,  oil,  carrying 
the  department  mails,  and  sealing 
shif  s'  registers      .  .  .       12,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  including  the  mes- 
senger in  Ihe  bounty  land  burean, 
and  the  clerkship  under  tbe  act  of 
April  twrntieth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  eighteen,  transferred  back 
from  Pension  Office  on  the  first  of 
March,  eighteen  bandied  and 
forty         .... 

For  contiog«nt  expenses  of  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  War     . 

For  books,  maps,  and  plans  for  Ihe 
War  Department  . 

For  compensation  of  extra  clerks 
when  employed  in  said  office 

For  compensation  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affhirs    . 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Com- 
m  issioner  of  Ind  ian  A  flairs 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office         .... 

For  compensation  of  ibe  Commis- 
sioner ot  Pensions 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers for  the  office  of  tbe  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions,  authorized 
by  the  act  of  ninth  May,  eighteen 
hundred  and  ibiity-six      .  .       13,400  00 

For  compensation  of  clerks  trans- 
ferred from  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  tbe  office  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Pensions  .       2,793  40 

For  compensation  ofonecleik  trans, 
ferred  from  tbe  Navy  Department, 
per  act  March  foarlh,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty       .  .  .         1,600  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office         1,500  00 

For  compensation  of  clerk  and  mes- 
senger in  ihe  office  of  the  Com- 
manding General '.  .  .         1,500  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office '  300  00 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  Adja- 
taut  General  .  .  .         7,650  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office        1,600  00 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  Ihe  office  of  the  duaricr- 
master  General    .  .  .         7,300  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office         1,000  00 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  mes. 
senger  in  the  office  of  the  Paymas- 
ter General  .  .  <        7,100  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  UOO  00 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  tbe  office  of  Commissary 
General  of  Parchases  .         4,200  QO 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  800  00 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  tbe  office  of  tbe  Commis- 


13,186  10 

3,000  00 

1,000  00 

3,000  00 

3,000  00 

16,400  00 

2,000  00 

2,500  00 

sary  General  of  Subsislence         .         4,300  •» 

For  contingent  ecpensesof  said  office        3,200  00 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  tbe  Chief 
Engineer.  ...  •         5,65000 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office         1,500  00 

For  compensation  to  clerk  and  mes- 
senger in  Ihe  office  of  Surgeon  Ge- 
neril        .  .  .1.650  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  of- 
tee  .  .  550  00 

For  compensation  of  a  clerk,  at  one 
thoasand  dollars,  under  the  act  of 
April  twenty,  eighteen  bimdred 
and  eighteen,  transferred  fVom  the 
office  of  the  Secreury  of  War  10 
the  said  office  of  Soigeon  General .         l/MO  00 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  Ordnance  office  8,650  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  of- 
fice .  .  .  .         1.550  00 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  Topographi- 
cal Bureau  .  .        '9,500  00 

For  compensation  of  a  clerk,  at  one 
thousand  four  hnndred  dollars, 
transferred  from  tbe  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  the  Pension 
office,  to  be  transferred  from  that 
office  on  the  first  of  Match,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty.one  .         1,170  M 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,         1,735  00 

For  compensation  of  tbe  superintend- 
ent and  watchmen  of  tbe  north- 
west executive  bailding    .  .         9,960  00 

For  'contingent  expenses  of  said 
building,  inclnding  rent  of  Bounty 
Land  office,  for  labor,  fnel,  oil,  and 
repairs,  and  for  the  contingencies 
of  die  fire-engines  and  apparatos  .      -  4,700  00 

For  Compensation  of  ihe  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  tbe  Ss> 
cretary  of  the  Navy,  after  dcdact- 
~  ing  one  clerk  transferred  lo  tbe 
Pension  office,  per  act  of  March 
four,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty, 
at  sixteen  hundred  dollars  .       IIfUW-00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  sard  office,         3,000  00 

For  compensaiion  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Navy  Board  .      10,500  00 

For  compensation  of  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Navy  Board  .  .        8,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  of  tbe  Navy  Board       .        8,450  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  bf- 
flce  .  .  .  .         9.500  M 

For  salary  of  superintendent  and 
waiehmenof  ihe  executive  bond- 
ing .  .        1,950  00 

For  (ostingent  expenses  of  said  build- 
ing, including  fuel,  labor,  oil,  re- 
pairs of  building,  engine,  and  im- 
provements of  the  grounds  .         3.350  00 

For  compensation  to  three  Assistant 
Postmasters  General,  per  act  July 
three,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-six       .  .        7.500  00 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  die  General  Post  Office       48.600  00 

For  salaries  of  two  watchmen         .  600  00 

For  topographer  and  additional  clerks 
in  said  ofBce,  per  acts  March  three, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
Ihirty-nine,  and  May  eight,  one 
thoasand  eight  hundred  and  forty, 
and  a  clerk  to  keep  the  appropria- 
tion acconnt  .  11.600  00 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office, 
including  fuel  lor  the  Auditor's  of- 
fice, and  four  thoasand  dollars  for 
rent  of  building  occupied  by  the 
department  .  .  10.500  00 
For  compensation  to  Ihe  Aaditor  of 

the  Post  Office       .  .  .         3,000  00 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  said  office         .  SS.500. 00 
For  eleven  additional  clerks  in  said 
office,  per  act  of  July  seven,  one 
thoasand  eight  bandnd  and  diirty-  J 
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eight         ... 

For  eomiogent  expenses  of  raid  of- 
fice, including  the  expense  of  qou- 
letlf  books,  ftaiiooerj,  priming, 
and  paj  of  laborers 

For  compeosalion  of  the  Surreyor 
Oeoeral,  Borihwrst  of  the  Ohio    . 

For  eompensalion  to  clerks  in  his  of- 
fice, per  act  of  nioih  of  May,  one 
thoosand  eight  hundred  thirty-six 

For  compensation  of  the  Surveyor  * 
General  of  Illinois  and  Mls^souri . 

For  eompensalton  to  clerks  in  his  of- 
fice, per  act  of  ninth  of  May,  one 
thoosand  eight  bandred  and  thirty- 
six  ...  . 

For  compeosation  to  the  Sarreyor 
General  of  Arkansas 

For  .eonpeosation  to  his  clerks,  .per 
>et  of  ninth  May,  one  thousand 
eight  hiudrtd  and  thirty-six 

For  compensation  «f  the  Surveyor 
General  of  Loaisiana 

For  compensation  to  his  clerk?,  per 
act  of  ninth  May,  one  thoosand 
eight  httodred  and  thirty-six 

For  compensation  to  the  Sorveyer 
General  of  Mississippi 

For  eompensation  to  his  clerks,  per 
act  of  ninth  May,  one  thoosand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty  six 

For  oompensa'tion  to  the  Surveyor 
General  of  Alabama^ 

For  compensation  to  his  clerks,  per 
act  ninth  May,  one  thousand  eight 
hnadred  and  thirty-six 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor 
General  of  Florida 

For  compensation  to  his  clerk,  per 
act  ninth  May,  one  thousand  eight 
bnndred  and  thirty-six 

For  compensation  of  the  Surveyor 
General  of  Wiskonsan  and  Iowa, 
peraet^f  Jone  twelve,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight         .... 

Fi>r  compensation  to  his  clerks,  per 
act  Jnne  twelve,  one  thousand 
eighthondred  and  thirty-eight 

For  extra  sleiks  and  (fraughismca 
in  the  offices  of  the  Surveyors  Qe- 
neral,  in  addition  to  the  unexpend- 
ed  balances  of  former  appropria- 
tions, to  be  apportioned  to  them 
aecordiog  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
pnblic  service 

For  extra  derks  in  the  offices  of  the 
Snrveyprs  General  to  transcribe 
fieldttotesof  survey,  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  preserving  them  at  the  seat 
of  Govcmmen),  in  addition  to  the 
OMXpended  balances  of  former 
appropriations,  viz: 

Office  of  the  Surveyor  General  north- 
west of  the  Ohio  . 

Office  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Il- 
linois and  Missoaii 

Offioe  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Ar- 


13,300  00 


Office  of   the  Surveyor  General  of 

Lontsiana     -        .  .  , 

For  eompensation  to  the  Commission- 
er of  Public  Baildiflgs  in  Wash- 
ington, per  act  of  the  twenty-fint 
of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty 

For  compensation  to  Commisf  ioner, 
ftom  the  twenty-first  July  to  the 
thirty-first  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty    . 

For  eompensation  to  two  assistants 
to  the  Commissioner,  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Potomac  bridge,  at 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  day, 
ineluding  oil  for  lamps,  fuel,  and 
repairs      .... 

For  eompensalion  to  the  officers  and 
elerks  of  the  Mint 

F^r  (ay  ef  lahoren  in  the  various 


4,700  00 

2,000  00 

6,300  00 

2,000  00 

3,820  00 

9,000  00 

2,800  00 

8,000  00 

2,500  00 

2,000  00 

1.000  00 

2,000  00 

3,200  00 

2,000  00 

500  00 

1,500  00 
1,600  00 

7,200  00 


4,500  00 
3,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,000  00 

3,000  00 
313  00 


31,360  00 
18,»00  00 


800  00 

1,000  00 

6.000  00 

3,500  00 

9,500  00 

6,000  00 

9,880  00 

1,000  00 

12.900  00 

23,000  00 

deparimenls  ol  the  Mint  .  .       24,000  00 

For  incidenul  and  coDtinpent  ex-  ' 
pensrs,  ineluding  the  wastage  of 
gold  and  silver,  fuel,  materials, 
stationery,  water  rent,  and  taxer, 
in  addition  to  the  unexpended  ba- 
lance of  the  appropriation  of  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  fotty 
Foi'  specimens  of  ores  and  coins  to 

he  reserved  at  the  Mint     . 
For  compensation  to  the  officers  and 
cletk  of  the  branch  Mint  at  Char- 
lotte, North  Carolina 
For  pay  of  laborers  in  the  various 

departments  of  the  same  . 
For  wastage  of  gold,  and  for  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  same 
For  comp«nsation  to  the  officers  and 
clerk  of  the  branch  Mint  at  Dah- 
lonega,  Georgia     . 
For  payment  of  laborers  in  the  va- 
rious departments  of  the  same 
For  wastage  of  gold,  and  for  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  same 
For  compensation  to  the  officers  and 
clerks  of  the  branch  Mint  at  New 
Orleans     .... 
For  pay  of  laborers  in  the  various 

departments  of  the  same  . 
For  wastage  of  gold  and  silver,  and 
for   contingent   expenses    of  the 
same        ....       17,100  00 
For  compensation  of  the  Governor, 
Judges,  and  Secretary,  of  Wis- 
konsan Territory  ,  .         9,100  00 
For  contingent  expenses  of  the  said 

Territory  ...  350  00 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  members 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  pay 
of  officers,  printior,  furniture,  sta- 
tionery, fuel,  and  all  incidental 
expenses  .  .  .  .       30,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor. 
Judges,  and  Secretary  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Iowa  .  9,100  00 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said  Ter' 

ritory  .  ,  350  00 

For  pay  and  mileage  to  the  Legisla- 
tive Auembly,  pay  of  officers, 
printing,  stationery,  fuel,  and  all 
other  incidental  expenses  .  .       30,175  OO 

For  compensation  of  the  Governor, 
Judges,  and  Secretary  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida    .  .  .        13,500  00 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said  Ter- 
ritory       .           .           .  .  350  00 
For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  members 
of  the  Legislative  Conocil  of  said 
Territory,  pay  to  the  officers  of  the 
Council,  printing,  furnitare,  rent, 
stationery,  fuel,  and  all  other  inci- 
dental expenses    .            .            .       27,125  00 
For  compensation  of  (he  chief  jus- 
tice, the  associate  judges,  and  dis- 
trict judges  of  the  United  Slates    .       93,900  00 
For  compensation  of  the  chief  justice 
and  associate  judges  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  of  the  judges  of 
the  criminal  and  orphans'  courts  of 
said  District         .           .           .       13,700  00 
For  carrying  into  efiTect  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act,  approved  on  the 
second  of  February  instant,  "Mak- 
ing temporary  provision  for  luna- 
tics in  the  Distrtct  of  Columbia"  .         3,000  00 
For  compensation  of  the  Attorney 

General  of  the  United  States  .         4.000  00 

For  compesKation  of  clerk  and  mes- ' 
senger  in  the  office  of  the  Attorney 
General    ...  .  .        1.500  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  of- 
fice ....  500  00 
For  compensation  to  the  reporter  of 

decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court    .         1,000  00 
For  compensation  te  the  district  at- 
torneys and  mar«hal.°,    including 
those  in  the  several  Territories     .        14,450  00 
For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
Supreme,   Circuit,   and    Distiiet 


Courts  of  the  United  States,  includ- 
ing the  District  of  Colombia;  also 
for  jurors  and  witnessev,  in  aid  of 
the  funds  arising'  from  fines,  pe> 
nalttes,  and  forfeitnres,  incurred  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  foip- 
ty^ne,  and  preceding  years;  and 
likewise  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  suits  in  which  the  United 
States  are  concerned,  and  of  prose- 
cutions for  offences  committed 
•gainst  the  United  States,  and  for 
the  safe-keephig  of  prisoners 

For  the  payment  of  annuities  and 
grants  by  special  ads  of  Congress 

Foi  survey  of  ihe  coast  of  the  United 
Stales,  including  the  eompensation 
of  the  soperitttendent  and  assist- 
ants        .  . 

For  compensation  of  the  two  keepers 
of  the  public  archives  in  Florida  . 

For  salaries  of  registers  and  reeciv- 
ers  of  land  offices  where  there  ate 
no  sales    .... 

For  expenses  in  relation  to  the  relief 
of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the  - 
United  Slates 

For  allowance  to  the  law  agent,  as- 
sistant counsel,  and  district  attor- 
ney, under  the  acta  providing  for 
the  settlement  of  private  land 
claims  in  Florida  . 

For  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
light-honser,  floating-lights,  bea- 
cons, buoys,  and  stakeages,  inelud- 
ing the  purchase  rf  lamps,  oil, 
wicks,  buffskins,  whiting,  and  cot- 
loo  cloth,  transporting  oil,  ftc. 
keepers'  salaries,  repairs,  improve- 
ments, and  contineent  expenses    . 

For  the  payment  of  Lugi  Persico  and 
Horatio  Greenoagb,  for  statnes  to 
adorn  the  two  blockings,  east  front 
of  the  Capitol 

For  payments  to  the  artists  engaged 
in  executing  four  historical  paint- 
ings for  the  vacant  panels  of  the 
rotunda  of  the  capitol 

For  the  support  and  maintenanee  of 
the  penitentiary  of  the  District  of 
Columbia 

To  make  good  a  defideiicj  in  the 
years  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  and  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty,  in  the  fund  for  the  relief  of 
sick  and  disabled  seamen,  as  esta- 
blished by  the  act  of  third  May, 
for  ascertaining  and  marking  the 
southern  boundary  of  Iowa  Tern- 
lory,  under  the  act  of  aigbteenih 
June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight         .... 

.  For  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  new 
custom-house  building  at  Boston  . 

For  defraying  the  cost  of  extra  work 
on  the  public  warehouse  at  Balti- 
more       .  .  •  . 

For  payment  of  arrearages  for  com- 
pleting the  custom-bouse,  New 
York  .... 
For  the  payment  of  expenses  ineoT' 
red  by  the  collector  of  New  York, 
under  the  act  of  seventh  of  July, 
eighteen  huodred  and  thirty-eight, 
to  remit  the  duties  upon  certain 
goods  destroyed  by  fire  at  the  late 
conflagration  in  ikie  city  of  New 
York  .... 
For  the  paymott  of  certain  certifi- 
cates, being  the  balanee  of  a  ibr- 
mer  appropriation  carried  to  me 
snrplns  fund  on  the  thirty-first 
December,  one  thousand  eight 
bnndred  and  thirty-eight 
For  furniture  for  the  President's 
House,  of  American  manufactnre, 
so  far  as  may  be  praetieable  and 
expedient,  to  be  expended  under 
ibfrdireetion  of  tba  Bmident,  ia 


395,000  00 

900  00 

100,000  00 

1.000  00 

3,600  00 

3,eoe  00 

9,000  00 


484.079  00 

8,000  00 

8,000  00 
8,381  00 


414  66 

100,006  00 

3,000  00 
34,331  91 


700  00 


500  00 


le 
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7,583  50 


3,638  00 


11,188  44 


7,550  00 

5  000  00 
100,000  00 

3,000  00 


addition  to  th«  avails  of  the  sales 

of  decayed  raniirare>  the  tarn  of  .        6,000  00 

For  anonal  repairs  of  the  Capitol, 
atlendiDfr  faraaees.  water  closets, 
lamp-ligbtini^  oil,  laborers  on  Ca- 
pitol pounds,  tools,  keepiog  iron 
pipes  and  wooden  fences  in  older, 
attending  at  gates,  gardener's  sala- 
ry, and  for  top-dressing  delicate 
and  valuable  plants 

For  annual  repairs  of  the  President's 
hottse,  gardener's  salary,  horse  and 
cart,  laborers  and  tools,  and  for 
amonnt  doe  F.  Masi  and  Compa- 
ny for  repairs  on  furniture 

For  completing  back  buildings,  grad- 
ing grounds  and  cutting  balance  of 
stone  for  vest  portico  of  the  new 
Treasury  building,  aad  paying  for 
materials  delivered 

For  fluting  columns  of  portico  of 
new  Pateot  Office,  finishing  roof, 
and  the  cut  Atone  work  of  said 
building,  and  paying  for  materials 
delivered  .    ^       .  .  . 

For  enclosing  new  jail  yard,  in  the 
city  of  Washington 

For  new  General  Post  Office  building 

For  completing  court-house,  in  the 
city  if  Alexai^dria  .  . 

For  payment  to  the  stone-cutters,  and 
the  other  workmen  on  the  Treasu- 
ry building  and  (be  new  Patent 
Office  building,  of  the  »ums  allow- 
ed them  by  the  Commissioners  ap- 
poia'ed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Sutes,  to  superintend  the 
prosecQtioa  of  the  work  in  tba 
construction  of  said  buildings,  in 
fulfilment  of  a  resolutioi)  of  Con- 
gress of  the  twentieth  of  July, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty  .      13,933  31 

For  surveying  the  public  lands,  in 
addition  to  the  unexpended  ba- 
lances of  former  appropriations, 
to  be  spporiioncd  to  the  several 
•nrveying  districts  according  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  service, 
including  cffice-rent  snd  fuel,  for 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  for- 
ty-one      .  .  .  ,       55,000  00 

For  retracing  certain  old  sntveya  in 
the  State  of  Alabama,  at  a  rate 
not  (xceeding  four  dollars  a  mile  .       15,000  00 

For  surveys  in  Missouri,  in  the  towns 
named  in  the  act  of  twenty-sixth 
May,eigbieen  hundred  and  twenty- 
four,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  six 
thousand  dollars  sppmpriatcd  for 
the  same  object  by  the  act  ofeifihib 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight         ....        3,000  00 

For  surveying  five  hundred  miles  of 
detached  and  unfinished  tines  in 
Illinois  and  Mi^rouri,  ptiocipally 
in  the  military  district,  Illinois,  at 
a  rate  not  exceeding  si^  dollars  a 
mile         ....        3,000  00 

For  salaries  of  ministers  of  the  United 
Sutes  to  Orrat  Britain,  Fcance, 
Russia,  Prussia,  Austria  and 
Mexico     ....      54,000  00 

For  salaries  of  the  secretaries  of  le- 
galien  to  the  kame  places  .  .       13,000  00 

For  i!alary  of  the  minister  resident  of 
the  United  Sutes  to  Turkey  .        6,000  00 

For  salaries  of  the  charges  des  af- 
faires to  Portugal,  Spsin,  Den- 
mark, Sweden,  Holland,  Belgium, 
Brazil,  Chili,  Peru,  New  Grenada, 
Venezuela,  Texas,  Naples,  and 
Sardinia    ....       63,000  00 

For  salary  of  a  drogoman  to  the  lega- 
tion to  Turkey      .  .  .        3,500  00 

Tor  contingent  expenses  of  all  the 
missions  abroad    .  30,000  00 

Tor  oniflts  of  ministers  to  Austria 
and  Great  Britain,  and  of  ebaigea 
Hm  affairs  to  Ywezaela    .  .      j|8,500  00 


3.800  00 

17,400  00 

30.000  00 

3,950  00 

5,000  00 

5.000  CO 

30,000  00 

of  the  Northeastern  boundsry  line 

For  salaries  of  the  consuls  of  the 
United  States  at  London  and  Ta- 
ris  .  .  .  .        4,000  00 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  Ame- 
rican seamen  in  foreign  cutintries  .       90,000  00 

For  c|erk  hire,  office  rent,  stationery, 
and  other  expenses  in  the  office  of 
the  American  consul  at  London, 
per  act  of  January  nineteenth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six 

For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the 
Barbs  ry  Powers    .  . 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  fo- 
reign intercourse  . 

For  lalary  of  the  principal  and  two 
assistant  librarians,  pay  ofthe  mes- 
ienger,  and  for  contingent  expenses 
of  the  library 

For  the  purchase  of  books  for  the 
library  in  Congress 

For  the  payment  of  arrearages  incur- 
red in  enforcing  the  neutrality 
laws  on  the  northern  and  ndtth- 
western  frontier    . 

And  for  the  continuance  of  the  sur- 
vey of  the  coast  of  ih«  GuU  of 
Mexico     .... 

For  the  balance,  cirtified  as  doe  to 
the  agent  and  commissioners  at 
Havana,  to  procure  the  archieves 
of  Florida,  and  transmit  them  to 
this  country,  and  in  full  execution 
of  the  laws  upon  this  subject       .         6.043  10 

For  compensation  to  William  W.  . 
Chew,  late  acting  Charge  d'Af- 
faires  at  Russia,  from  the  twenty- 
third  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-nine,  till  the  twenty-first  of 
September,  eiebteen  hundred  and 
forty,  the  difference  between  his 
salary  as  Secretary  of  Legation 
and  the  pay  of  a  Charge  d'Aflaires 
during  that  period  .  .        3,900  00 

For  the  pay  and  mileage  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  for  the  extra 
session  of  that  body,  to  be  conven- 
ed in  its  ExecDiive  capacity  on 
the  fourth  day  of  March  of  the 
present  year         .  .  .       13,434  00 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Senate  for  the  extra  session,  includ- 
ing the  pay  of  me-sscDgers,  service 
of  horses,  futi,  s'ationary,  and  all 
other  contingent  items  of  the  extra 
session      ....         S.OOO  00 

For  a  hydrographic  survey  of  the 
coasts  of  the  Northern  and  North- 
western lakes  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  eipended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Prendeot  .  .       15,000. 00 

The  Librarian  of  Congrefs  is  autho- 
rized to  employ  an  addiiiuual  as- 
sistant, who  shall  receive  a  }  early 
compensation  of  eleven  huudred 
and  fifty  dollars    .  .  .        1,150  00 


#3,630,459  35 


For  the  service  of  the  General  Post 
Office  (or  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-one,  in  conformity 
to  the  act  of  second  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six: 
For  tiansporta!ion  of  ihemail  .  3,380,000  00 

For  compensaticn  of  postmasters  .  1,050,000  00 
For  ship,  steambrat,  and  way-let- 
ters ...  .  40,000  00 
For  wrapping-paper  .  .  35,000  00 
For  office-furnitnif!  ^  .  5.000  00 
For  advertising  {  |  .36  000  00 
For  mail-bags  I  .  .  35  000  00 
For  blanks  ....  33,000  00 
For  mail-locks,  keys  and  stamps  .  15,000  00 
For  mail  depredations  and  special 

agents       ....       33,000  00 
For  clerks  for  offices  .     310,000  00 

For  miscellanecns    ■  .      60,630  00 

H.  R-  637.    For  the  expenses  of  an 
exploration  and  survey  of  that  part 


of  the  United  States,  which  sepa- 
rates the  Slates  of  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire  (torn  the  Briiirii  Pro- 
vinces      .... 


75,000  00 
tB  517,079  8S 


H.  R.S80.    For  (ht  iupport  af  the  Awtf  for  O* 
year  1841. 

For  the  pay  of  the  army      .  .  1,173.038  OO 

For  subsistence  of  officers    .  .     514,489  OO 

For  forage  of  officers'  horses  .     114,571  OO 

For  payments  in  lieu  of  clothing  not 
drawn  in  kind       .  .       80,030  00 

For  subsistence,  exclusive  of  that  of 
officers      ....     649.899  OO 

For  clothing  of  the  army,  camp  and 
garrison  eqaipage,  cooking  uten- 
sils, and  hospital  lurniiure  .     505,737  00 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  depart- 
ment .  .  38,000  00 

For  the  regular  supplies  famished  by 
the  Claartermasier's  Department, 
consisting  of  fuel,  forage,  straw, 
stationery,  and  printing    .  .     361,000  00 

For  barracks,  quarters,  and  store- 
houses, embracing  the  repairs  and 
enlargement  of  barracks,  quarters, 
store  houses  and  hospitals ;  the 
erection  of  temporary  canton- 
ments, and  of  gun-houses  for  the 
protection  of  cannon;  the  purchase 
of  tools  and  materials,  and  of  fur- 
niture for  the  barrack-rooms;  rent 
of  quarters  for  officers,  of  barracks 
for  troops  where  there  are  no  pub- 
lic buildings  for  their  accommoda- 
tion, of  store-houses  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  snbsisleDce,  clothing 
and  other  military  supplies,  and  of 
grounds  for  summer  cantonments, 
and  encampments  for  militaty 
practice     ....    160,000  00 

For  transportation  of  officers'  bag- 
gage, when  travelling  on  duty 
without  troops        .  .  .       65,000  00 

For  transportation  of  troops  and  sup- 
plies, viz:  transportation  of  the  ar- 
my and  baggage;  freight  and  ferri- 
age;; purehate  or  hire  of  horses, 
mules,  oxen,  carts,  wagons,  and 
boats,  for  purposes  of  ttanspona- 
tion;  or  garrison  use;  drsysge  and 
cartage;  hire  of  teamsters;  tran.<- 
portation  of  funds  for  the  pay  de- 
partment; expense  of  transport  ves- 
sels, and  of  procuring  water  at  such 
posts  as  from  Ihetrsiiuaiirn  require 
it;  transportation  cf  clnth<ng  from 
the  depot  at  Philadelphia  to  the  sta- 
tions of  the  trot  ps;  of  snbsistrnce 
from  the  places  of  purchase  and 
delivery  under  contracts  to  such 
points  as  the  circnmstances  of  the 
service  may  require;  of  ordiianct, 
otdnancs  stores,  and  arms  from  the 
foundriss  and  arsenals  to  the  forti- 
fications and  frontier  posts,  and  of 
lead  from  the  mines  to  the  several 
anesals    ....     343,000  00 

For  the  incidental  expenses  of  the 
Q.uarlerma$ter's  Depaitmeni;  con- 
sisting of  postage  on  public  letters 
and  packets;  expenses  of  coutis 
martial  and  courts  of  inquiry,  in- 
cluding compensation  to  judge  ad-  ^ 
vocates,  members  and  witnesses; 
extra  pay  to  soldiers  under  the  act  ^ 
of  March  second,  eighteen  hundred 
and  nineteen;  expenres  of  express- 
es, and  of  die  interment  of  non- 
commissioned officers  and  soldiers; 
hire  of  laboreri;;  compensation  of 
clerks  in  the  offices  ofj  the 
quartermasters  aad  assistant  qnar- 
termasters,  at  posts  where  theic 
duties  cannot  be  performed  without 
such  aid,  and  of  temporary  agents  ' 
in  dtai(;e  of  diwwmUcd  works  and    J 


le 
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dot 


in  die  pcrfonunee  of  other  dat'ws; 
eznendiiam  Aeeeaniy  to  keep  the 
two  MKhnenU  of  dragoons  com- 
plete, inetoding  the  pnicbtse  of 
'  hones  lo  snpply  the  plaee  of  ibeee 
vhieh  aey  be  lost  aitd  become  no* 
it  for  the  senrioe,  and  the  eieetioii 
of  aiaUes .  • 
For  the  oonthigiuies  of  the  amy   . 
for  extra  pay  to  re-ealieted  soldiers, 
and  A>r  Oie  ceotingcnt  ezpenaes  of 
theRerai.tiof  lerTioe     '  . 
For  the  carrcnt  ezftkases  of  the  ord- 

AtMe  servioe 
For  the  armuneat  ef  fortMcations   . 
For  ordnaaee,  ordnanoe  stores,  and 

supplies    .       '    . 
For  ttie  nationai  aiawfiea    . 
For  arsenals 

For  the  parehase  of  a  site  and  re- 
baUdintr  the  arsenal  at  Chkrleston, 
Sooth  Carolina 
For  repairs  and  improTemenis  and 
near  machinery  at  the  Spring&eld 
armory      .... 
For  repairs  and  improTeBents  and 
new  machinery  at  the  Harper's  Fer- 
ry aimory- 
For  the  expense  of  preparing  draw- 
ings of  a  imlform  system  of  artil- 
lery .... 
For  the  puchase  of  saltpetre  and 

brimstone 
Fbrcontinaing  Ae  banaeto,  qnar- 

ten,  Ae.  at  Fwt  Smith 
For  barracks,  qnarters,  At.  at  Tar- 
key  river  . 
For  continoing  the  mtlilaryroad  on 

the  weetem  frontier  . 

For  eoBtinning  the  barraeks,  qatr- 

tm,  Ac  at  Stekett'8  Harbor 
For  presenting  and  snppressing  hosti- 
lities in  Florida,  to  be  expended 
nader  die  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  eonfotmably  to  the 
nets  of  Congreas  of  the  nineteenth 
of  Mareh  and  the  second  of  Jaly 
eighteea  bandied  and  thirty-six, ' 
and  the  nets  therein  referred  to,  viz: 
For  forage;  for  freight  or  trans- 
portation  of  military  supplies  of 
evary  description  from  the  plaee  of 
parehase   to  Florida;  for  the  par- 
ehase of  aragons  and  harness,  of 
beats  and  l^hlers,  and  other  res- 
seta^  of  horses,  mnksi  and  oxen  to 
keep  ap  tbe  trains,  of  tools,  leather, 
and  other  materials  for  repairs; 
for  transportation  within  Florida, 
ineloding   the  hire  of  steamboats 
and  other  Teasels  for  serrice  in  the 
rirers,  and  on  the  coasts;  and  the 
expenses  of  maintaining  the  sere- 
ral    steamboats    and     transport 
schooners,  connected  with  the  ope- 
rations of  the  army;   for  hire  of 
meabaaics;  laborers,  mnle-drirers, 
teameten  and  other  assistants,  ia- 
eladiag  their  sabsistenee;  for  rais- 
eellanevns  and  contingent  charges, 
mad  for    arrearages  in  eighteen 
hoadred  and  forty 
Fbr  remoTiag  the  raft  of  Red  river 
tmdar  the  direetionof  the  Seere- 
taiy  ot  'Wtt 
9tr  tlM  daaignating  and  taarking  the 
bovndarf-  line  between  the  State 
of  Biwhigan    and    Territory  of 
Wiakonsan 


197,000  00 
9,000  00 

48,749  OO 

85,000  00 
100,000  00 

80,006  00 
360,000  00 
190,000  00 

95,000  00 

90,000  00 

38,000  00 

3,000  00 

90.000  00 

50,000  00 

15,000  00 

5,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,0<1,816  00 
75,000  00 

6,000  90 
16,041,919  00 


100,000  00 

30,000  00 

95,000  00 

49,000  00 

78,000  00 

9,000  00 

11,000  00 

49,000  00 

90,000  DO 

H.  H.  544.  Fer  (k*  n«M/  Mmet/er  ii*  y«er  1841. 
Vot  pay  ot  oommisrion,  warrant,  and  petty  oSeers 

aad  aeamea  .  f9,335,000  00 

For  par  of  eaperientendents,  naval 

awtauaeeors,  and  all  the  civil  esta- 

bUahaaanU  at  the  several  yards  .  40,000  00 
For  fotfUom        .  ,  .    500,000  00 


For  fawrease,  repair,  armament,  and 
eqnipmeatof  the  navy,  and  wear 
and  tear  of  vessels  in  eommisiion  9,000,000  00 
foor  hundred  thoasand  dollars  of 
which  snm  shall  be  expended  in 
building  and  eiiaipping  wai  stea- 
mers of  medium  ciae. 

For  medicines  and  saigieal  instm- 
nsents,  hospital  stores,  and  other 
expenses  on  acoocwt  of  the  tick    . 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Porta- 
month,  New  Hampshire    ■ 

For  improvement  aid  nceessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Charles- 
town,  Massachusetts 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Brook- 
lyn, New  York 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania 

For  improvement  and  nfcessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Wash- 
ington, District  of  Columbia 

For  improvement  and '  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Gosport, 
Virginia    .... 

For  improvement  and  neee&sary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  near  Pen- 
saeola,  Florida     . 

For  defraying  the  eip«nses3  that 
may  accrue  for  the  following  par* 
poses,  viz:  Fbr  the  freight  and 
transportation  of  materials  and 
stores  of  every  description;  for 
wharfage  and  doekage,  storge  and 
real;  travelling  expenses  of  offi- 
cers, and  transportation  ef  seamen; 
house  rent  to  pursers,  when  duly 
aatborized;  for  funersl  ezpeoset; 
for  commissions,  derk  hire,  office 
rent,  stationery,  and  fuel  to  navy 
agents;  for  premiums  and  inciden- 
tal expenses  of  recrniting;  for  ap- 
apprebending  deserters;  for  com- 
pensation to  judges' advocate;  for 
per  diem  allowance  to  persons 
attending  conris-martial  and  conns 
of  inquiry;  or  other  services  au- 
thorized by  law;  tor  printing  and 
siaiionery  of  every  description, 
and  for  working  the  liihographie 
press;  for  books,  maps,  charts, 
mathematical  and  nautical  instru- 
meats,  chronometers,  models,  and 
drawings;  for  the  purchase  and 
repair  of  fire  engines  and  machi- 
nery; for  the  repair  of  steam-enr 
gines  in  navy  yards;  for  ihe  par- 
ehase and  mainienanee  of  oxen 
and  horses,  and  for  carts,  timhet 
wheels,  and  workmen'ti  tools  of 
every  description;  for  postage  of 
letters  on  public  eervice;  for  pilot-* 
age  and  towing  ships  of  war;  for 
taxes  and  assessments  on  public 
property;  for  assistance  rendered  to 
vessels  in  distress;  for  incidental 
labor  at  navy  yards;  not  applicable 
to  any  other  appropriation;  for 
coal  and  other  fuel,  and  for  candles 
and  oil,  for  the  nse  of  the  navy 
yards  and  shore  slaiions,  and  for 
no  other  object  or  purpose  what- 
ever        .  .  . 

For  contingent  expenses  for  objects 
not  hereinbefore  enumernted 

For  necessary  repaiis  of  the  hospital 
building  at  Charlestowa,  Massa- 
ehasetis    .... 

For  necessary  repairs  of  the  hospital 
building  at  Brooklyn,  New  York, 

For  neceoary  repaira  of  the  hospital 
building  at  Norfolk,  Virginia 

For  neeeseary  repaiis  of  the  hospital 
bailding  at  Pensacola,  Florida      . 

For  ^y  of  offlcws,  non-commis- 
aioned  officers,  mosieians,  privates, 
and  servant*  lervinf  on  riioie, 


450,000  00 

3,000  00 

1,500  00 

3,000  00 

2,000  00 

1,500  00 

and  sabsistenee  of  offieeis  of  tbe 
marine  corps       .  176,997  00. 

For  provisions  for-  the  aen-eommh- 
sloned  offieeis,  masieians,  privates,  - 
and  servants  and  iMaherwteen 
serving  on  shore  .  .  -        .      4S,0S4  00 

For  clothing  .  .       43,649  00 

For  fuel       ^  16,974  00 

E^  keeping  barraeks  ia  lepiir,  and   ^ 
for  rent  of  temporary  baitaeksat 
New  York  ...        6.00000 

Fer  tianspertaiion  of  officers,  non- 
commissioned offioers,  mosieians,  - 
and  private;^  and  expenses  of  re- 
cruiting ....  8.000  00 
For  medicines,  hospital  enpplies,  sttr- 
gical  insuumeats,  pay  of  matron 
and  hospital  stewaras       .  4,140  00 

For  military  stems,  pay  of  armorers, 
keeping  arms  In  repair,  aecontre- 
ments,  ordnance  stores,  flogs, 
drums,  fifes,  and  other  ieetm- 
menls  9,300  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  corps, 
viZ!  for  freight,  ferriage,  toll,wharf- 
age,  and  cartage;  for  per  dieni  al- 
lowance for  attending  courts-mar- 
tial and  courts  of  inquiry,  eoWpen- 
satioiieto  judges^'advoeate,  boase 
rent  where  there  are  no  pnblic 
qnarters  assigned,  per  diem  allow- 
ance to  enlined  men  on  eonsiant 
labor,  expenses  of  burying  deceas- 
ed marines,  printing,  stationery, 
forage,  postage  on  public  letters, 
expenses  in  pursuit  of  deserter?, 
candles  and  oil,  straw,  barrack- 
fuf oiiure,  bed-saekb,  spades,  axes, 
shovels,  picks,  carpenter's  tools, 
and  for  keeping  a  horse  for  the 
messenger  .  .  .       17,980  00 

For  the  purpose  Of  making  a  satisfac- 
tory experimpnt  of  Lieutenant 
Hunter's  invention  t»  propel  war 
steamers  by  horizoDial  wheeli  that 
will  be  safe  from  the  tells  of  an 
enemy  ....  i  OOO  CO 
For  defraying  the  expense  of  trans- 
porting to  the  city  of  Washington 
and  arranging  and  preserving  the 
collections  made  by  the  exploring 
expedition  .  .        5^000  qq 


#5,936  337  00 


H.  R.  619.  Fgr  urUin  f*riyieti<m 
Statu  for  ike  ytor  1841. 

For  repairs  of  Port  Independence 
and  sea-wall  of  CasUe  Island 

For  Port  Warren   . 

For  Port  Adams    . 

For  fortifications  at  New  London' 
harbor     .... 

For  Port  Schuyler 

For  permanent  wharves  for  Fort 
Columbu.',  Ca»tle  Williams,  and 
South  battery,  Oovernor's  island. 

For  repairs  of  sea-wall  of  Castle 
WilHams, 'and  other  parts  ofClo- 
vemor's  island      .  .   ■ 

For  repairs  of .  FortlCHbson,  New 
York  harbor 

For  repairs  of  Port  Washington 

For  Fort  Monroe 

For  Port  Calhoun    . 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Macon  . 

For  the  preservation  of  the  site  of 
Fort  Maeoa,  North  Carolua 

For  Port  Sumter 

For  repairs  of  Castle  Pinekuey        ! 

For  Fort  Pulaski 

For  Fort  Pickens 

Fort  Fort  Barancas  . 

For  Fort  Livingston        .    .  - 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Mifflin   . 

For  contingencies  of  fortificMions     . 

For  incidental  expenses  attending  re- 
pain  of  fortifications 

For  repairs  of  sea-wall  on  Deer 
Island,  Boston  harbor       , 


<ifih*V»itti 


35,000  00 
45,000  00 
35,000  00 

15,000  00 
30,000  00 


10,000  00 

10,000  00 

5,000  00 
15,000  00 
35,000  00 

10,000  00 
15,000  00 

95,000  00 

60,000  00 

9,000  00 

15,000  00 

10,000  00 

30,000  00 

30,000  00 

5,000  00 

5,000  00 

10,000  00 

1,500  00 


For  repaira  of  s»-«iu  on  BuMfMd 

iskad.  B«ston  hsrbor  1,000  00 

For  oonttnuiiig  le^-wall  ««  St.  Ad- 

gnstiiie  ....  ISiOOO  00 
For  tbe  ptesertation  of  iM  die  of 

Foit^phnaoa  .  .       16,000  00 

1^485,500  00 
B.  R.  676.  Ar  tt(  Mpllt^  of  th*  MIMm%  Jhaiimf 

S<ft  At  yen-  l&ll. 
Forp»]r  of  offieen,  cadet*,  and  wnsi- 

eians  ....  60,634  00 
For  ibe  sabsistcBM  of  offieen  and  cft. 

deti  .  .  .  .       40.077  00 

Forfonae  of  offieeis' horses  6,184  00 

ForelothiDf  ofoffloen'aeiTuits  430  00 

For  defrayinc  Ui«  ezpenies  of  ihe 

Boafd  of  Vwiiers  at  West  Point  .  3,000  00 
For  foel,  forag«,  statiooery,  printinf , 

tra]uportation,and  postac*  .       12,581  45 

Fdr  repaira,  improremcMs,  and  ex- 

pensc*  of  baildiaca,  gronads,Toada, 

wharfW,  boats,  and  fences  .  7,757  50 

For  pay  of  adjaiam'^  and  dwbiuniDg 

officer^  clerk*    . .  .  .  050  00 

For  increase  and  eipem**  of  tii*  li- 

brary  ....  1,000  00 
For  progresB  with  binding  books  »• 

jwed  at  the  fire  in  Febrnary,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and 

imported  stitched  .  .  .  300  00 

For  niscellaneoa*  iteaw,  and  inei- 

dental  eipen*e*    ...  736  85 

For  the  departniMl  of  engi^Mcnag  .  300  00 

For  the  depamaeni  of  phikMopby    .  887  33 

For  the  department  of  chemistry  535  00 

For  the  departneiy  of  drawing  375  00 

Ft  ihe  depanntcat  of  maihemtie* .  75  00 

For  the  department  of  artillery  310  00 

For  completing^  the  reoonstmeiion  of 

the  bmidings  for  the  library,  engi- 
neer, chemical,  and  pkilo(opbi«al 

departments,   commenced    under 

the  act  of  Jnly  seven,  eighteea 

hnndredandthiity.eigfat    .  .        7,581  37 

For  military  and  geographical  sar- 

veya  nest  of  tbe  Mississippi  river  20,000  00 
To  pay  a  balance  certified  i^  the  IV 

pograpbieal  Btuean  to  be  doe  to 

Lyon  and  Howard  as  tbe  balaoee 

upon  a  cdnuract  for  building  two 

•team    dredging   machine*   npon 

Lake  M.ichi^a     .  , 
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4,369  00 
#165,843  90 


For  the  payment  of  Ihe 
na    other   Pen- 


H.R.  539. 

Rerolaiionary    and 

sioners  of  the  United  States,  for 

the  y<U  1841 
For  psiyment  of  inralid  pensions 
For  pensions  to  widow*  and  orphans 

WMer  the  act  of  the  fourth  of  Jn- 

ly^  one  thousand    eight  hundred 

and  ihirty-six 
For  five  years'  pennons  to  widows 

under  tbe  act  of  tbe  seventh  of 

July  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

and  thirty-eight 
For     half-pay     pensions,    payable 

through  the  offices  of  the  Second 

and  Third  Auditors 
For  •rrearages,  payable  through  the 

Second  Auditor^  office 
For  «raear8ges,  payable  through  Ihe 

nurd  Auditor's  office 


1314,000  00 
107,000  00 


448,341  00 

168,314  00 

5,000  00 
600  00 
1,000  00 
11,044,155  00  |j 


H.R.  543.  tvr  th*  tmrm^  tni  9tmll)mtfpA  mftKUM, 
vf  ike  IniUm%  Dtpartment,  and  /er  t»lfiB»g  tnu- 
ty  MtipuUUittutfitk  the  vorioiu  /edtsM  tribnftr  tht 
year  1841,  rts: 

For  the  pay  ef  the  Superintendent  of 
Indian  Affairs  at  St.  Louis,  and 
the  several  Indian  agents,  as  pro- 
vided by  the  aetaof  June  thirtieth, 
eighteen  haodred  and  thirty-four, 
and  of  March  third,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven         .  16,500  00 

For  the  pay  of  snb-agent*  authorised 
by  Ihe  act  of  June  thirtie|h,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty  four  13,000  00 

For  the  pay  of  interpreters,  as  ao- 
Ihorised  by  the  same  act  .  .       11,300  00 

For  the  purchase  of  provisions  for 
Indians,  at  the  distribution  of  an- 
nuities while  on  visits  of  business 
with  Ihe  superintendents  and  * 
agents,  and  when  assembled  on 
public  bosiness     .  .  .        11,800  00 

For  the  necessary  buildings  required 
at  the  several  agencies,  and  repairs 
thereof     ....        8,000  00 
For  postages,  rents,  stationery,  fuel 
for  offices,  and  other  contingencies 
of  the  Indian  Department,  and  for 
transportation  and  incidental  ex- 
penses     ....       36.500  00 
For  the  salary  of  one  clerk,  in  the 
office  of  the  Superintendent  of  In- 
dian Affairs  south  of  the  Missouri 
river        ....         1,000  DO 
For  carrying  into  effect  the  stipula- 
tions of  certain  Indian  treaties,  and 
tbe  laws  connected  therewith,  vis: 
For  thf;  Christian  Indians     .  .  400  00 

For  tbe  Cblppewas  of  tbe  MissiMippi  35  000  00 
For  theCbippewasofSaganaw  5,800  00 

For  the    Cbippewas,   Menomonees, 
Winnebagoes,  and  New  York  In- 
dians       ....         1,500  00 
For  the  Chippewas,  Ottawa*,  and  Pot- 

tawaiomies  .  .  .       34,390  00 

For  the  Choctaws     .  .  .       49,950  00 

For  tbe  Creeks  .  .  .63  940  00 

For  the  Cbickasaws  .  .        6,000  00 

For  tbe  Cherokees  .  7,640  00 

For  the  Oelawares  .  .      10.344  00 

For  the  Florida  Indians        .  .        9,610  00 

For  the  lowas  .  .        7,875  00 

FortbeKickapoos  .  .        5,500  00 

For  the  Kaskaskias  and  Peorias  .  3.000  00 
For  the  Kansas  .  .        6,040  00 

For  the  Miamies  .  .      52,878  00 

For  the  Eel  Risers  .  .        1,100  00 

For  the  Menomonees  .  .      31,830  00 

For  the  Omahas  .  .        1,440  00 

For  the  Ottowas  ai:d  Chippewas  .  62,365  00 
For  the  Ottoes  and  Missonrias  .        5  640  00 

For  tbe  Oiages  .  .      34.406  00 

For  the  Otiowas  .  .        4,300  00 

For  the  FottJWatomies  .  .      30,200  00 

For  the  Pottawatomies  of  Hnron      .  400  00 

For  th*  Pottawatomies  of  tbe  Prairie  16,000  00 
For  tbe  Pottawatomies  of  the  Wabash  20,000  00 
For  Ihe  Pottawatomies  of  Indiana  .  17,000  00 
For  the  Piankeshaws  .  .  800  00 

For  the  Pawnees  .  .       9,600  00 

For  the  Clnapaws  .  .        4,660  00 

For  the  Six  Nations  of  New  York  .  4  500  00 
For  the  Senecas  of  New  York  .        6  000  00 

For  Ihe  Sioux  of  the  Mississippi  .  40,510  00 
For  the  Yancton  and  Santie  Sioux  .  1,340  00 
For  Ihe  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Mis- 


souri        .  .     I      . 

For  the  Sacs  and  Foxwof  iheMiaato- 
sippi         .    .    •   . 

For  ibe  Sbawaees     .  , 

For  the  Senecas  and  Shawnee* 

For  the  Senecas  .  -         . 

Forthe  Wyandols    . 

FortheWeas  .       .  ... 

For  the  WyandMs,  Blunsee*,  and 
Delaware*  . 

For  the  Winnebagoes 

Sso.  3.  Jind  bt  it  furlhtr  M«eM>j 
That  tbe  following  sums  of  money 
be  apptopriaied  for  the  purpose 
ofexiingaishing  the  Indian  tiiie^ 
namely: 

To  defray  the  expense*  of  holding 
a  ireuy  witb  the  Wyandot  ladiaaa, 
in  the  Stale  of  Ohio 

To  defray,  the  expanses  of  holdiag 
treaties  witb  the  Indian  tribe*,  |Ciw 
the  extinguishment  of  their  title* 
to  their  land*  within  the  limits  of 
tbe  State  of  Michigan 

To  defray  the  expenses  of  holding  a 
treaty  with  thaSao  and  Fox,  Wiu- 
nebagoand  Sionx  tribes  of  Indian*, 
for  their  title  to  their  land  in  the 
Territory  of  Iowa 

For  the  expenses  of  making  the  treaty 
of  iwenty-eixbth  November,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  torty,  with  the 
Miamies,  and  of  obtaining  their 
auent  to- the  amendment*  of  the 
Senate  by  its  resolution  of  the- 
twenty-fifth  February,  eighteoB 
hnndnd  and  forty-oqe 

H.  R.  684.  For  defraying  the  ex- 
pease  of  a  delegation  of  the  Se- 
minole Indian*  west  of  the  Mis- 
sisMppi,  and  other  ageou  (ngag«i 
in  an  attempt  to  effect  a  panfleft- 
tion  with  the  hostile  poitionof  that 
tribe  in  Florid  i     . 

H.  R.  685.  For  the  temporary  sup- 
port of  certain  destitute  Kiekapeo 
Indian;     ... 

B.  R.  539.  For  the  rcoevnl,  ssb- 
sistence,  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
Seminole  Indian  chiefs  and  war- 
riors a*  may  Mimndir  for  emigra- 
tion ...  . 


7WflO 

48>40(» 
7,180  M 
9.060  N 
9,660^00 
6.8MW 
8^00 

l.«00OO 
92,660  00 

SiOOOW 


s,eoeeo 


5,060  00 


5,000  60 

15,000  00 
9a,MK>00 

100,066  00 


PBIVlTr. 

S.  18.  Avery,  Saltmareh,  and  Co. 
S.  30.  Joab  Seely     . 
8.  63.  C.  M.  Keller  and  H.  Stone 
8. 193.  Lt  John  E,  Bispham 


fl.OM»6S00 


f9,7T9  00 

20  00 

337  SO 

29  16 

110.055  66 


RECAPITULATION. 
Cinl  and  diplomatic  list  |S,517,079  35 

Army  ....  6,041,918  00 

Navy  .  .  .5,936,337  00 

Fortifications  .  .  .     485,500  00 

Militaty  Academy  .  .  .      165,843  90 

Revolationary  and  other  pensionets,  1,044,155  00 
Indian  Department,  treaties,  Ac  .  1,000,968  «6 
Private        ....       10^  66 

#93,1»1,8S6  91 
■  Note.— No  new  office*  enated  or  Mtlitiics  hf 
creased. 
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26th  C0N0.....2MD  Sess. 


Message  of  the  President, 


Sen.  &  H.  ofRepe. 


MESSAGE  OF  THE  PaESlDENT. 
The  fullowiDs  mesaige  from  the  Fr«sideiit  of  (he 
Hailed  States  was  received  by  Mr.  Van  Borbn,  his 
Private  Secreiar;: 

F^hvatlteitt  »f  tkt  Smale 

m»d  HavM  of  Rtpnunlatitet : 

Oar  devotit  gratitude  i«  dae  to  the  Supreme  Bc> 
iag  for  b»vi^  graeioosly  coatinned  to  our  beloved 
cooBtry,  through  the  vidssitades  of  another  year, 
the  invaluable  blessings  of  health,  plenty,  and 
peace.  Seldom  has  this  favored  land  been  so  ge- 
nerally exempted  from  the  ravages  of  disease,  or 
the  laSor  of  the  husbandman  more  amply  reward- 
ed; and  never  before  have  our  relations  with  other 
countries  bcea  placed  on  a  more  favorable  basis 
Ihwi  ih»t  which  they  so  happily  oeeapy  at  this  criti- 
cal eoBjancture  in  ihe  affairs  of  the  world.  A  ri- 
gid and  persevering  absiiuence  from  all  interfer- 
ence witbthe  domestic  and  political  relations  of 
other  States,  alike  due  to  tht  genius  and  distinc- 
tive character  of  oar  Qovernment  and  to  the  prin- 
ciples by  which  it  is  directed;  a  faithful  observance, 
io  the  management  of  oar  foreign  relatioas,  of  the 
practice  of  speaking  plainly,  dealing  jtistly,  and 
reiiuiring  trath  and  josiice  in  return,  as  the  best 
cooserratives  of  the  peace  of  nations;  a  strict  im- 
partiality in  our  maitifes^iions  of  ftiendthip,  in 
the  comsMTcial  privileges  we  concede,  and  those 
we  require  from  others:  ihtse,  accompanied  by  a 
disposition  as  prompt  to  maintain,  in  every  emer- 
g«nqr>  our  own  rights,  as  we  rca  ftom  principle 
avene  to  the  invition  of  those  uf  others,  have  given 
to  our  country  au  1  Oov<mm;nt  a  standing  in 
the  great  family  of  nations,  of  which  we  have  just 
caose  to  be  proud,  and  the  advantages  of  which 
are  expcrieitced  by  our  citizen*  throughout  every 
portion  of  the  earth  t)  which  their  enterprising 
and  adventurous  spirit  may  carry  them.  Ftow,  if 
any,  remain  iosensible  to  the  value  of  our  friend- 
ship, or  ignorant  of  the  terms  on  which  it  can  be 
acquired,  and  by  which  it  can  alone  be  pre- 
served. 

A  ceries  of  questions  of  long  standing,  diffinnlt 
in  thrir  adjustment,  and  important  in  their  conse- 
qaences,  in  which  ths  rights  of  our  ciiisens  and 
the  honor  of  the  country  were  deeply  involved, 
have,  in  the  counc  of  a  few  years,  (ihe  most  of 
tbeiik  duttog  ihs  sneccifnl  administration  of  my 
immediate  predecessor,)  been  brought  to  a  satis- 
factory cQQcla^ion;  and  the  most  important  of  those 
remaining  arc,  1  am  happy  to  believe,  in  a  fair 
way  of  being  speedily  and  sitiafactorily  ad- 
justed. 

With  all  the  powers  of  the  world  our  relations 
are  those  of  honorable  peace.  Since  your  adjourn- 
ment, nothing  serious  has  occurred  to  interrupt 
or  threaten  this  desirable  harmony.  If  cloud*  have 
toweicd  above  the  other  hemisphere,  they  have  not 
cast  their  portentous  shadows  npon  our  happy 
shores.  Bound  by  no  eniaogUng  alliances,  yet 
linked  by  a  common  nature  and  interest  withihe 
other  nations  of  mankind,  our  aspirations  are  for 
b«  preservation  of 'peace,  fn  whose  svl;d  and  civil- 


izing triumphs  all  moy  participate  with  a  generous 
emnlatioo.  Yet  it  behooves,  us  to  be  prepared  for 
any  event,  and  to  be  «lways  ready  to  maintain  hosa 
just  and  enlightened  principles  of  national  inter*' 
course,  for  which  this  Government  has  ever  con- 
tended. In  the  shock  of  contending  empires,  it  is 
only  bya'^snming  a  resolute  bearing,  and  clothing 
themselves  with  defensive  armor,  that  neutral  na- 
tions can  maintain  their  independent  rights. 

The  excitement  which  grew  oat  of  the  territorial 
controversy  between  Ihe  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  having  in  a  great  meatore  subsided,  it  is 
hoped  that  a  favorable  period  is  approaching  for 
t  final  settlement.  Both  Governments  must  now 
be  convinced  of  ihe  dangers  with  which  ihe  ques- 
tion is  fraught;  and  it  must  be  their  desire,  as  it  is 
their  interest,  that  this  perpetual  cause  of  irritation 
should  be  removed  as  speedily  as  practicable.  In 
my  last  annual  message  you  were  informed  that 
the  proposition  ior  a  cenuuission  of  exploration  and 
survey  promised  by  Great  'Britain  had '  been  rr- 
ceivcd,  and  that  a  counter  project,  including  al50  a 
provision  for  the  certain  and  fiaal  adju&imcnt  of 
the  limits  in  dispute,  was  then  before  the.Br.lish 
Oovernment  for  its  consideration.  The  answer  of 
that  Oovernment,  accompanied  by  additional 
propositions  of  it-s  own,  was  receive^),  thr'tugh 
its  minister  here,  .since  your  i^paraiiso.  These 
were  promptly  considered;  such  as  were 
deemed  correct  in  principle,  and  consistent 
with  a  due  regard  to  the  just  rights  of  the 
United  States  and  of  the  State  ol'  M^inr,  concurred 
in;  and  the  reasons  for  di^^enting  from  the  rcbidiie, 
with  an  additional  suggestion  on  our  part,  commu- 
nicated by  the  Secretary  of  iStite  to  Mr.  Fox.  Tliat 
Minister,  not  feeling  himself  sufficiently  iaisiracted 
npon  some  of  the  points  raided  in  the  discussion, 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  refer  the  matter  to  his  own 
Government  for  its  further  decision.  Having  now 
been  for  some  time  under  its  advisement,  a  speedy 
answer  may  bi  confitlenily  expected.  From  the 
character  of  the  points  still  in  difference,  and  the 
uudonbisd  disposition  of  both  parties  to  bring  tl:e 
matur  to  an  early  conelnsion,  I  look  with  entire 
confidence  to  a  prompt  and  satisfactury  termina- 
tion of  the  negotiation.  Three  commissioners  were 
appointed  shortly  after  the  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress, under  the  act  of  the  last  session  providing 
for  the  exploration  and  survey  of  the  line  which 
separates  the  States  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire 
from  the  British  Provinces;  they  have  been  ac- 
tively employed  until  their  progress  was  interrupted 
by  the  inclemency  of  the  teason,  and  will  resume 
their  labors  as  soon  as  practicable  in  the  ensuing 
year. 

It  is  understood  that  their  respective  eiamiDa- 
ticns  will  throw  new  light  upon  the  subject  in  con- 
troversy, and  serve  to  remove  any  erroiieoos  im- 
pressions which  may  have  been  made  elsewhere 
prejidicial  to  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  It 
was,  amoiig  other  reaton^,  with  a  vieu  of  prevent- 
ing tbeembarrats  nenis  whibb,  in  our  peenliar  sys- 
tem of  government,  impede  and  complicate  nego- 


tiations involving  the  territorial  rights  of  a  State, 
that  I  thought  it  my  duty,  as  yon  have  been  in- 
formed on  a  previous  occasion,  to  propose  to  ide 
British  Government,  through  its  Mhiister  at 
Washington,  that  early  steps  should  be  taken  to 
adjust  the  points  of  diOisrence  on  the  line  of 
boandary  from  the  entrance  of  Lake  Soperlor  to 
tht  most  northwestern  point  of  the  Lake  of  Ihe 
Woods,  by  the  arbitration  of  a  friendly  power,  in 
conformity  with  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  ef 
Ghent.  No  answer  has  yet  been  relumed  by  the 
British  Governmont  to  Ibis  proposition. 

With  Austria,  France,.  Prussia,  Ru^ia,  and  the 
remaining  powers  of  Europe,  I  am  happy  to  in- 
form yon  our  relations  continue  to  be  of  the  most 
friendly  character.  With  Belgium,  a  treaty  of 
commerce  and  navigation,  based  upon  liberal  prin- 
ciples of  reciprocity  and  equality,  was  concluded  in 
March  last,  and  having  been  ratified  by  the  Bel- 
gian Government,  will  be  duly  laid  before  the  Se- 
nate. It  is  a  subject  of  congraiQlation  that  it  pro- 
vides for  the  satislhelory  adjustment  of  a  long 
standing  question  of  controversy,  thus  removing  the 
only  obstacle  which  could  obbtruct  the  friendly  and 
mutually  advantageous  intereoorse  between  the 
two  nations.  A  messenger  has  been  despatched 
with  the  HAUoverian  treaty  to  Berlin,  where,  ac- 
cording to  stipulation,  the  ratifications  are  to  be 
exchanged.  I  am  happy  in  announce  to  you  that, 
after  many  delays  aud  difiicuities,  a  t'eaty  of  com- 
merce and  navigation  between  the  Uoiied  State* 
and  Poriugal,  was  conc'uded  and  signed  at  Lisbon 
on  the  SCih  uf  August  lat-t,  by  the.  plenipotentiaries 
of  ibe  two  Governments,  lis  .siip:.Utions  are 
founded  upon  those  princip!<..><  ol  mutual  liberaliiy 
and  advantage  which  the  Uiut<d  Stales  have  al- 
ways sought  to  make  the  basis  of  their  i&tercouise 
with  foreign  powers;  and  it  is  hoped  they  will  tend 
to  foster  and  strengthen  the  commercial  intercourse 
of  the  two  countries. 

Under'  the  appropriation  of  the  last  setsion  of 
Congress,  an  agent  has  been  sent  to  Germany,  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  the  interests  of  our  to- 
bacco trade. 

The  commissioneis  appintcd  ucder  the  conven- 
tion for  the  adjustment  el  cUitns  of  citizens  of 
[  the  United  S:atcs  npon  Mexico'  having  met  and 
organized  at  Washington,  in  August  las',  ibe  pa- 
peis  in  the  possession  of  the  Government,  relating 
to  those  claims,  were  communicated  lo  the  board. 
The  claims  not  embraced  by  that  conven:ion  are 
now  the  subject  of  negotiation  between  the  two 
Governments,  through  die  medium  of  our  Minister 
at  Mexico. 

Nothing  has  occurred  to  dis'urb  the  hannony  of 
our  relations  with  the  different  Governments  of 
South  America.  I  regret,  however,  to  be  obliged 
to  inform  yon  thai  the  claims  of  our  citizens  upon 
the  late  Republic  of  Cnlombia  have  not  yet  been 
satisfied  by  the  separate  Governments  into  which  it 
has  been  resolved. 

The  Charge  d'Affaires  at  Brazil  having  expressed 
the  intention  of  bis  Government  not  to  prolong  the 
treaty  of  1838,  it  will  cea.<e  to  b»  obligatory  upon 
either  party  on  the  12ih  day  of  December,  1841, 
when  the  extensive  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  that  vast  empire  will 
no  longer  be  regulated  by  express  stipulations. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  communicate  to  yon 
that  Ibe  Governm'-nt  of  Chili  has^enteird  into  an 
agreement  to  indemnify  the  cUimanis  in  the  case 
of  die  Macedonian,  for  American  prqp«rty  seized 
in  1819;  and  to  add,  that  iAforfflaiioa  oas  also  beeQ 
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icMiTcd  wbieb  justifies  the  hop«  of  aa  early  ad- 
jaatmeot  of  tbe  remaioiiig  claims  apon  that  Qovern- 
mtnt. 

"nie  •emmisaioaen  appointed  ia  pnrsnance  6f 
the  Mnventian  between  the  United  States  and 
Texas,  for  marking  the  boandarjr  betvecn  them, 
hare,  according  lo  the  last  report  received  from  our 
eomnuasiat  e(^  sitrreyed  and  established  tbe 
whole  extent,  of  bonodary  north  along  the 
western  1>apk  of  the  Sabine  river,  from  its  en- 
iranca  into  the  Oatf  of  Mexico  to  the  tbirty-»:- 
mnd  degreaof  north  latilnde.  The  commitsion 
a^iooncd  cm  the  16th  of  Jane  last,  lo  reassemble 
on  the  Ist  of  November,  for  the  purpose  of  esta- 
blishing accurately  tbe  iBter«ecii«n  of.  the  thirty- 
•econd  degree  of  httitode  with  the  western  banb  of 
Ae  Sabine,  and  tbe  meridian  line  thenoe  'o  Red 
tim.  It  is  presufoed  that  tbe  work  will  be  con- 
cluded in  tbe  present  season. 

The  present  soniid  condition  ot  their  finances, 
and  the  saceess  with  which' emiiarrssimtnts  in  re 
gard  to  ihem,  at  timea  apparently  intnrmountable, 
have  been  overcome,  are  maters  upon  which  the 
people  and  tbe  Government  of  the  United  States 
may  well  congratnlate  themselves.  An  oveifioti:- 
iog  Traasary,  however  it  may  be  regarded  ts  an 
•i^eneeof  public  profperity,  is  s^eldom  condnchre 
to  the  permanent  welfare  of  any  people;  and  ex- 
perience has  demonstrated  its  imcompalibility  wiib 
the  salutary  action  of  political  insiUations  like 
those  of  the  United  States.  Oar  cafest  reliance  for 
fiBAcial  efficiency  and  independence  has,  on  the 
contrary,  been  found  to  exist  in  ample  resparceii 
nnencambcred  with  debt;  and,  in  this  respect,  the 
Federal  Government  pccnpiej  a  singulaiLy  fortn- 
nale  and  truly  enviable  position. 

When'  I  entered  upon  the  di-charge  of  my  offi- 
cial duties  in  March,  1837,  the  act  for  the  distri- 
bution of  tbe  surplus  revenue  «as  in  a  erutse 
of  rapid  execution.  Nearly  twenty  eight  millions 
of  doUan  of  the  public  moneys  were,  in  pursuance 
of  its  provisions,  deposited  with  the  States  in 
the  months  of  January,  April,  and  July,  of  that 
year.  In  May  there  occurred  a  general  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  including, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  those  in  which  the  pub- 
lie  moneys  were  deposited,  and  npon  whose 
fidelity  the  Government  had  nnfoi  Innately  made 
itself  dependent  for  the  r<  venues  wb<ch  had  been 
eolleeted  f^em  tbe  pet>ple,  and  were  iodispenrable 
to  tbe  public  setvice  This  saspeni>ion,  and  the 
excesses  in  banking  and  commerce  out  of  which 
it  arose,  and  which  were  greatly  aggravaed  by  its 
ocearrence,  made,  to  a  great  extent,  unavailable 
the  principal  part  of  the  pnblift  money  then  on 
hand;  suspended  the  collection  of  many  millions 
accruing  on  merchants'  bonds,  and  greatly  reduced 
the  revenue  arising  from  customs  and  tbe  public 
lands.  These  effects  have  continued  lo  operate,  in 
varioos  degrees,  to  tbe  present  period;  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  decrease  in  the  revenue  tbus  produced, 
two  and  a  half  millions  of  dutie.<;  have  bten  relin- 
quished by  two  biennial  reductions  under  the  act 
of  1833,  and  probably  at  much  more  upon  the  im- 
portation of  iron  for  railroads,  by  special  legisla- 
tion. 

Whilst  sneh  has  been  our  condition  for  the 
last  four  years  in  relation  to  revenue,  we  have, 
during  the  same  period,  been  snbjeetrd  to  an  nn- 
avoidable  continuance  of  large  extraordinary  ex- 
penses necessarily  growing  ont  of  past  transac- 
tions, and  which  could  not  be  immediately  ar- 
nsted  without  great  prejudice  to  the  pablin  inte- 
rest. .Of  these,  tbe  charge  npon  the  Trea  ury,  in 
eonsaquenee  of  tbe  Cherokee  treaty  alone,  without 
adverting  to  others  arising  out  of  Indian  treaties, 
baa  already  exceeded  five  millions  of  dollars;  that 
for  die  i^roseeation  of  measures  for  the  removal  of 
the  Seminole  Indians,  which  were  found  in  pro- 
gress, baa  been  nearly  fourteen  millions;  and  the 
pijhlie  buildings  have  required  the  unusual  sum  of 
nearly  three  millions. 

It  affords  me,  ho|rever,  great  pleasure  to  be  able 
to  say,  that,  from  tbe  commencement  of  this  pe- 
riod to  the  present  day,  every  demand  upon  the 
OoTammeat,  at  home  or  abroad,  has  been  prompt- 
ly met.  This  has  been  done,  not  only  wiihoot  crt- 
aling  a  permaneat  debt,  or  a  resort  to  additional 
'Mcatjonm  any  form,  but  in  the  midst  of  a  tteadily- 
piogieaHTe  redaction  of  existing  burdens  upon  the 


people,  leaving  stilt  a  considerable  ba'anec  of 
available  fund;:  which  will  lemain  in  the  Treasury 
at  the  end  of  thfc  year.  Tbe  small  amoam  m 
Treasury  notes,  not  exceeding  four  and  a  half  ntil- 
lions  of  dollars,  still  outstanding,  and  less  by  twen- 
ty-three millions  than  the  United  States  have  in  de- 
posite  with  the  Sta'es,  is  eompcsed  of  snch  only  as 
are  not  yet  due,  or  have  net  been  presented  for 
payment.  They  may  be  redeemed  out  of  the  ac- 
cruing revenue,  if  the  exrendlturei  do  not  exceed 
the  amount  within  which  tiisy  may,  it  is  thought, 
be  kept  without  prejudice  to  tbe  public  interest,  and 
the  revenue  shall  prove  lo  be  as  large  as  may  justly 
be  anticipated. 

Among  the  leSections  arising  from  the  contem- 
plation of  these  cireumsuinces,  one,  not  (he  least 
gratifyinir,  is  the  consciousness  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  the  resolution  and  the  ability  to  adhere, 
in  every'  emergency,  to  the  sacied  obligjations  of 
law;  to  execute  all  its  contracts  according  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Constitution,  and  thus  to  pre- 
sent, when  most  needed,  a  rallying  point  by  which 
the  husiness  of  the  whole  country  might  be  brought 
back  to  a  safe  and  unvarying  slanilard — a  resclt 
vitally  important  as  well  to  the  interests  as  to  the 
morate  of  the  people.  There  can  surely  now  be 
no  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  in- 
calculable evils  that  would  have  arisen  if  tbe 
Ouvemment,  at  that  critical  moment,  had  suf- 
fered itself  to  be  deterred  from  npfiotding 
the  only  true  standard  of  value,  either  by 
the  pressure  of  adverse  cironmsiances  or  the 
violence  of  oumeritcd  dennnciafion.  Toe  manner 
in  which  the  peop'e  sns'ained  the  performance  of 
ibis  duty  was  highly  honorable  to  their  fortitude 
and  patricti.<:m.  It  cannot  fail  lo  stimulate  their 
agents  to  adhere,  under  -all  cireumstanees,  to  the 
line  of  duty;  and  to  satisfy  them  of  tbe  safety  with 
which  a  course  really  right,  and  demanded  by  a  fi- 
nancial crisis,  may,  in  a  community  like  ours,  be 
pursued,  however  apparently  severe  its  immediate 
operation. 

The  policy  of  the  Fedetfal  Gh>venHnent,  in  eztin- 
I  gaisbing  as  rapidly  as  possible  the  national  debt, 
and,  subsequently,  in  resisting  every  temptation  to 
create  a  new  one,  deserves  to  be  ragarded  in  tbe 
same  favorable  light.  Among  the  many  objeoiioas 
to  a  national  debr,  the  certain  tendency  of  public 
securities  to  concentrate  ultimately  in  the  coffers  of 
foreign  stockholders,  is  one  trhich  is  every  day 
gathering  f^trrngih.  Already  have  the  resources  of 
many  ot  the  States,  and  the  future  industry  of  their 
ciitzeas,  been  indefiaitely  mortgaged  to  the  subjects 
of  European  Governments,  to  the  amount  of  twelve 
millions  annually,  to  pay  the  constantly  aoeraing 
interest  on  borroored  money — a  sum  rxoeeding  hatf 
the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  whole  United  States. 
The  pretext  which  this  relation  affords  to  foreigners 
to  scrutinize  the  management  of  our  domestic  af- 
fairs, if  not  actually  to  intermeddle  with  them, 
prcfenis  a  subject  for  earnest  attention,  not  to  say 
of  serious  alturm.  Fortunately,  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment, «itb  tbe  exception  of  an  obligation  en- 
tered into  In  behalf  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
which  must  soon  be  discharged,  is  wholly  exempt 
from  any  such  embarrassment.  It  is  also,  as  is  be- 
lieved, (he  only  Government  which,  having  fully 
and  faithfully  paid  all  its  creditors,  has  also  reliev- 
ed ItKlf  entirely  from  debt.  To  maintain  a  dis- 
tinction 80  desirable,  and  ao  honorable  to  our  na- 
tional cbara'^ter,  should  be  an  object  of  eamostsoli- 
cilude.  Never  should  a  free  people,  if  it  be  possible  to 
avoid  it,  expose  themselves  to  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing to  treat  of  the  peace,  the  honor,  or  tbe  safety  af 
the  Repablic,  with  the  (3overnmeols  of  foreign 
creditors,  who,  however  well  disposed  they  may  be 
to  cultivate  with  us  in  general  friendly  relations, 
are  nevertheless,  by  tho  law  ot  their  own  condi- 
tion, made  hostile  to  the  success  and  permanency 
of  political  insiitniions  like  ours.  Most  humiliat- 
ing may  be  the  embarrassments  consequent  npon 
such  a  condition.  At.oih°r  objection,  scarcely  less 
formidable,  to  the  commencement  of  a  new  deb', 
is  its  inevitable  tendency  to  incftase  in  magn  tude, 
and  to  foster  national  extravagance.  He  has  been 
an  unprofitable  observer  of  events,  who  needs  at 
this  day  to  be  admoDishtt]  of  the  difficulties  which 
a  Government,  habitually  dependent  on  loans  to 
sustain  its  ordinary  expenditures,  has  to  encounter 
ia  leajsting  tbe  influences  constiCntly  cxerMd  in 


Tor  of  additional  loans;  by  capitalists,  who  enrich 
ihemselves  by  Qoverament  secoriiies  for  ■mounts 
mvch  exceeding  the  moitay  they  aotually  advance 
— a  prolific  source  of  individual  aggrandixemriit 
in  all  borrowing  countriec;  by  stockholders,  who 
seek  their  gains  in  tbe  rise  and  fail  of  public  stock*; 
and  by  tbe  selfish  importunities  of  applicanla  for 
appropriations  for  works  avowedly  for  the  aemot- 
modation  of  tbe  public,  but  tbs  real  objects  of 
which  are,  too  frequently,  the  advancement  of  pri- 
vate interests.  The  known  necessity  which  so  tu- 
ny of  the  S  ates  will  be  under  to  impose  taxes  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest  on  their  debts,  furnish- 
es an  additional  and  very  cogent  reason  why  the 
Federal  Government  should  refrain  from  asatioK 
a  national  debt,  by  Vbieh  the  people  would  be  ex- 
posed to  double  taxation  for  a  similar  object.  We 
possess  within  ourselves  ample  tesotitoes  for  every 
emergency;  and  we  may  be  quite  sure  that  onr 
citizens,  in  no  future  exigemsy,  will  be  nawiUiag 
to  supply  the  Government  with  all  tbe  neaaa 
asked  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  In  time  of 
peace  there  can,  at  all  events,  be  no  justiflca'iou 
for  the  creation  of  a  permanent  debt  by  the  Federal 
Govemment.  Its  limited  range  ot  conatitutioaal 
duties  may  certainly,  under  snch  circamstaiiixs,  be 
performed  without  such  a  resort.  It  has,  it  is  seen, 
been  avoided  during  four  years  of  greater  fiscal 
difficulties  than  have  existed  in  a  similar  period 
since  the  adoption  of  tbe  Constitntion,  and  one 
also  remarkable  for  the  oeeurrenoe  of  estnApii- 
nary  eanres  of  expenditures.  - 

But  to  acenmptich  so  desirable  an  object,  two 
things  are  indispensable:  first,  that  tbe  action  ef  the 
Fedonl  Government  be  kept  within  the  booida- 
ries  preieribed  by  its  founders,  and,  secondly,  that 
all  appropriations  for  objects  admitted  to  be  con- 
stitutional, and  the  expenditure  of  them  also,  be 
subjected  to  a  standard  of  rigid  but  well  considered 
and  practical  economy.  Tbe  first  depends  ehisAy 
on  the  people  themselves,  the  opinions  they  torn  ot 
the  true  construction  of  tbe  Constitution,  ajid  the 
confidence  they  repose  in  the  politieal  sentiments 
ot  (hose  they  seleet  as  their  representatives  in  the 
Federal  Legislatute;  tbe  second  rests  upon  the 
fidelity  with  which  their  more  immediate  repre- 
sentatives, and  other  public  functionaries,  dis- 
charge the  triuts  committed  to  them.  The  duly 
ef  economizing  the  expenses  of  the  puMu:  senries 
is  admitted  on  all  hands;  yet  there  are  few  subieeis 
upon  which  there  exists  a  wider  d  fferenoe  of 
opinion  than  is  constantly  manifested  in  regard 
to  the  fidelity  with  which  that  duty  is  dis- 
charged. Neither  diversity  ef  aentiinent,  mot 
cvMt  mutual  recriminations,  upon  •  pt^  ia 
respect  to  which  the  public  mind  is  so 
justly  sensitive,  caa  well  be  entirely  avoided;  and 
least  so  at  periods  of  great  political  excitement. 
Aniatelllgent  people,  hon  ever,  seldom  fail  to  ar- 
rive, in  tbe  end,  at  correct  coiMlusioos  in  sudi  a 
matter.  Practical  economy  in  the  managemsut  of 
public  affairs  can  have  no  adverse  infinence  to  con- 
tend with  more  powerful  than  a  large  surplus  rev». 
nnc;  and  the  unusually  large  appropnataons  fbr 
1837  may,  without  doubt,  independenily  of  (be  ex- 
(raordinary  requisitions  for  (be  public  service  grow- 
ing nut  of  the  state  of  our  Indian  relations,  be,  ia 
no  inconsiderable  degree,  traced  to  this  sotirce. 
The  sadden  and  rapid  disiritmtiou  of  the  large  am- 
pins then  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  equally  sudda* 
and  nnprecedentedly  severe  revulsion  in  tbe  Com- 
merce and  business  of  the  country,  pointing  with 
unerring  eertainty  to  a  great  and  protracted  redue- 
tiott  of  the  revenue,  strengthened  the  propritfy  of 
the  earliest  practicable  reduction  of  the  pablie  ex- 
penditures. 

But,  to  change  a  system  operating  upon  so  larn 
a  surface,  and  applicable  to  snch  aumereas  and  di- 
versified interests  and  objects,  was  laore  than  ilw 
work  of  a  day.  The  aitentinn  of  every  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  was  immediately,  and  ia 
good  fahh,  directed  (o  that  end;  and  his  been  to 
continued  to  the  present -momeat  The  Minates 
and  appropriations  for  the  year  1838  (the  first  ever 
which  I  had  any  control)  were  somewhat  diminish- 
ed. The  expenditures  of  1839  were  reduced  six 
millions  of  dollars.  Those  of  1840,  exdarife  of 
disbnnements  for  public  debt  and  trnat  claims,  will 
probably  not  exceed  twenty-two  and  a  half  miUioas; 
being  between  (wo  ^nd  three  nMUioas  less  t))aa  Hfim 
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of  Che  preeediDK  year,  and  dim  or  ten  million^  leas 
than  ihoM  of  1837.  Nor  has  ii  be<n  foand  neeo- 
tary,  in  mrder  to  produce  this  result,  to  resort  to  the 
power  conferred  by  Congress,  of  p<  stponing  oer- 
ttin  claaaes  of  ilie  pobtie  wotlcs,  except  by  defer- 
ring  upenditares  for  «  abort  period  apon  a  limited 
portion  of  them;  and  which  pottponeotent  termi- 
nated some  time  since,  at  the  moment  the  Trea- 
mrjr  Department,  by  farther  recaipu  from  the  in- 
debted banks,  became  fully  assared  of  its  ability  to 
meet  tbem  without  prrjodie*  to  the  pvblis  serWce 
in  other  respects.  Cauws  are  in  operation  which 
«iU,  it  is  beliered,  jastify  a  still  farther  redaction, 
withoM  jBjary  to  any  important  national  interest. 
The  expenses  of  sostaining  the  troops  employed  in 
Vl<a:id«  have  been  gradually  and  greatly  redaccd, 
Mwongb  iheperserering  efforts  of  the  War  Depait- 
■Mni;  and  a  lewonable  hope  may  be  entertained  that 
dM  neeecwiy  for  miUtary  operations  in  that  qnaiier 
«f U  soon  cease.  The  removal  ot  the  Indians  from 
wiihiB  onr  settled  border?  is  nearly  eoinpleted.  The 
pMtlon  liM,  one  of  the  heaviest  chaises  apon  the 
Timmry,  is  rapidly  diminishing  t^  death.  The 
most  costly  of  onr  pablic  baildings  are  either 
tfnlshed,  or  nearly  so;  and  we  may,  I  think,  safely 
promise  onrsrives  a,  eontinaed  exemption  from  bot^ 
derdiffi«alties. 

Ite  available  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
first  of  Jannary  next  is  estimated  at  one  million 
■nd » half  of  dollars.  This  sam,  with  the  ex- 
paotad  receipts  from  allsDnrces  during  the  next 
year,  will,  it  is  believed,  be  soffleieat  to  enable  the 
Government  to  mtet  every  engiKcment,  and  leave 
a  saitable  btlaikce  in  the  Treasnry  at  ihe  end  of  the 
year,  if  tiie  remedial  measures  connected  with  the 
eiutoBiS  and  the  pablic  land',  heretofore  reeom- 
aasaded,  shall  be  adopted,  and  the  new  appioprla- 
tioBs  by  Congress  shall  not  carry  the  expenditures 
beyond  the  official  r&timates. 

The  new  system  established  by  Congrns  for  the 
safekeeping  of  the  pablic  money,  prescribing  the 
kind  of 'currency  to  be  received  for  the  pnb- 
Ile  reveme,  ^d  ptovUiog  additionil  gnards  and 
wnnrilies  against  losses,  has  now  been  several 
moBths  in  operation.  Al'boagh  it  might  be  prema- 
tue,  upon  an  experience  of  such  limited  duration, 
to  (bnt  a  ^finite  opinion  in  regard  to  the  extent  of 
ita  infloences  in  correctiog  many  evils  under  which 
the  FMeral  O jvemmenr  aikd  the  country  have  hi- 
tberto  aoffeied,  especially  those  that  have  grown 
oat  ot  baaking  expansions,  a  depneiated  enrreney, 
and  oflicial  defalcations,  yet  it  is  bat  right  to  say 
that  nothing  has  occitrred  in  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  the  system  to  weaken  in  the  slightest  degree, 
b«t  mweb  to  sirenglhea  the  conddtnt  aniieipations 
vHuMenit.  The  grounds  of  these  have  been 
(Mretofor*  so  fhlly  explained,  as  to  require  no  reea- 
piialatien.  la  respect  to  the  facility  and  conve- 
aknee  it  affords  in  conducting  the  pablic  servKer 
and  tlM  abiliiy  of  the  Government  todiseharge 
Ikteagh  Its  ageney  every  daiy  attendant  on  the  col- 
lection, traiisfeT,  and  disbnreemait  of  the  public 
mooey  with  promptiiade  and  snccess,  I  can  say 
atill  eoBflctence  that  the  appieheasionsol  those  who 
ielt  it  to  be  their  duly  to  oppose  its  adoption,  have 
Itteved  to  be  nnfoqnded.  On  the  contrary,  this 
biaaeh  of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  Government  has 
been,  and  it  is  believed  may  always  be,  thus  car- 
ried on  with  every  desirable  facility  and  security. 
A.  Um  changes  and  improvements  in  the  details  of 
tba  a^Mem,  without  affecting  any  principles  involv- 
ed ia  it,  will  be  submitted  to  you  by  (he  Seereiary 
of  Ike  Treanry,  and  will,  I  am  sure,  receive  at 
yoiur  bands  diat  atteatita  to  wbieh  they  may,  on 
examinalion,  be  feund  to  be  entitled. 

I  liAve  deemed  thi<  brief  summary  of  oiir  fiscal 
affiaka  necMsary  to  the  due  perforoiance  of  a  duty 
speeiaUy  enjoined  upon  me  by  the  ConsttituiiDn.  It 
will  serve,  also,  to  illutiirate  more  fully  the  ptinci- 
l^esty  which  I  have  been  guided  inieferenee  to 
hro  contested  points  in  oar  pablic  policy,  which 
were  earliest  in  their  developmeai,  atia  have  been 
more  imporiaBt  in  their  oonsequenoea,  than  any  that 
hatw  ariaNt  under  our  coo^iicaied  and  diffiealt, 
yet  adnimble,  syiitem  of  GoTerament:  I  allude  to 
a  national  deb>,  and  a  national  bank.  It  was  in 
Ibeae  that  the  political  contests  1>y  which  the  conn- 
try  has  been  agitated  ever  since  the  adoption  of  the 
Coasiitation,  in  a  great  aeasnre,  origiaated;  aail 


there  is  too  mach  reason  lo  appiehend  that  the  eon- 
flictiig  iateresis  and  opposing  principles  thus  mar- 
shalled, wilt  continue,  as  heretofore,  to  produce 
similar,  if  not  aggravated,  oonscquenoef. 

Coming  into  office  the  declared  enemy  of  both, 
I  have  earnestly  endtavo.ed  to  prevent  a  resort  to 
either. 

The  consideration  that  a  large  publio  debt  affords 
an  apology,  and  produces,  in  some  degree,  a  neces- 
sity also,  for  resorting  to  a  system  and  extent  «f 
taxation  which  is  not  only  oppressive  thiongbout, 
bat  likewise  so  apt  to  lead,  in  the  end,  lo  the  com- 
mission of  that  most  odious  of  all  offences  against 
the  principles  of  Republican  government — the  pros- 
titotioB  of  political  power,  conlerred  for  the  general 
beneSt,  lo  the  aggrandixement  of  particular  classes, 
and  the  gratification  of  individoal  copidlty — is 
alone  sufficient,  independently  of  the  weighty  ob- 
jections which  have  already  been  urged,  to  render 
its  creation  and  existence  the  sources  of  bitter  and 
naappeaaable  discord.  If  we  add  to  this,  its  inevi- 
table tendency  to  produce  and  foster  extravagant 
expenditures  of  the  public  money,  by  which  a 
necessity  is  created  for  new  loans  and  new 
burdens  on  tlie  people; .  and,  finally,  if  we 
refer  to  the  examples  cf  every  Government  which 
has  existed,  for  pio'f  how  seldom  it  is  that  the 
system,  when  once  adopted  and  implanted  in 
the  policy  of  a  country,  has  failed  to  expand  itself, 
until  public  credit  was  exhausted,  and  the  people 
were  no  longer  able  to  endure  its  increasing 
weight,  it  seems  impossible  to  resist  the  conclu- 
sion, that  no  benefits  resulting  from  its  career,  so 
extent  of  ccnqnest,  no  acovssion  of  wealth  to  par- 
ticular classes;  nor  any,  nor  all  is  combined  ad- 
vantagrc ,  can  counterbalance  its  attimate  but  cer- 
tain resnlis — a  splendid  Ooverameni,  and  an  im- 
poverished people. 

if  a  National  Bank  was,  as  is  ondeniab!e,  r«- 
pudiated  by  the  framers  of.  the  Constitution  as 
woompattble  with  the  rights  of  the  States  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people;  if,  from  the  beginning,  it 
has  been  regarded  by  large  portions  of  our  citizen^ 
as  coming  in  direct  collision  with  'hat  great  and 
vital  amendment  of  the  Consiitotion,  whirh  de- 
clares that  &1I  powerenot  conferred  by  thst  instru- 
ment on  the  General  Government  are  reserved  to 
the  Si|Ues  and  to  the  people;  if  it  has  been  viewed 
by  them  as  the  first  great  step  in  the  march  of  l«ti- 
tudinons  construction,  which,  unchecked,  would 
r>'nder  thu  sacred  instrument  ofaslitUe  value  as 
an  unwritten  Constitution,  dependent,  as  it  would 
alone  be,  for  ils  meaning,  on  the  inteiesicd  inter- 
pretation of  a  dominant  ptirty ,  and  affording  no  re- 
cuiity  to  the  rights  ol  the  minority;  if  such  is  unde- 
niably the  case,  what  rational  grounds  could  have 
been  conceived  for  anticipating  aught  but  deter- 
.  rained  opposition  to  such  an  ioaiitntion  it  the  pre- 
sent day. 

Could  a  different  result  have  been  expected,  when 
the  consequences  which  have  flowed  from  ils  cre- 
ation, and  particularly  flrom  its  struggles  to 
perpetuate  ils  existence,  had  confirmed,  in  so 
striking  a  manner,  the  apprehensions  of  ils  earli- 
est opponents;  when  it  bad  been  so  clearly 
demonswafed  that  a  concentrated  money  power, 
wielding  so  vast  a  capital,  and  combiaiog  such  in- 
calculable means  of  influence, '  may,  in  those  pe- 
culiar conjunctures  to  which  this  Government  is 
unavoidably  exposed,  prove  an  ovetmaieh  for  tbe 
political  power  i>f  the  people  themselve;;  when  the 
true  character  of  Uncapacity  to  regulate,  according 
to  its  will  and  its  interests,  and  ihe  iateresu  of  iis 
favorites,  the  value  and  production  of  tbe  labor 
and  property  of  every  man  in  this  extended  coun- 
uy,  had  been  so  fully  and  fearfully  developed; 
when  it  was  notorious  that  all  classes  of  this  great 
community  had,  by  means  of  the  power  and  infiu- 
enee  it  thus  passessea,  been  infected  to  madnesh 
widi  a  spirit  of  heedless  speculation;  when  it  had 
been  seen  that,  secare  in  the  support  of  the  combi- 
nation of  inflaeoces  by  which  it  was  surrounded,  it 
coald  vio'ate  its  charter,  and  set  the  laws  at  defi- 
ance with  impnniiy;  and  when,  too,  it  had  become 
most  apparent  that  to  believe  that  such  an  aecaaitt- 
lation  of  powers  can  ever  be  granted  without  the 
certainty  of  being  abased,  was  to  indulge  in  a  fatal 
delttsionT 

To  avoid  the  aeoeaslty  of  a  pmaanent  debt,  and 


its  ioevilsble  consequences,  I  have  advoc«ted,x,aiid 
endeavored  to  cany  into  effect,  the  policy  of  eoO'- 
finiog  the  appropriations  for  the  pablic  service 
to  such  objects  only  as  are '  clearly  within  die 
constitutional  anthority  of  the  Federal  Govwn- 
men^,  of  excluding  from  its  expenses  those  impro- 
vident and  lininthorixed  grants  of  pnblic  money 
for  works  of  internal  improvement,  which  were 
TO  wisely  arrested  by  the  constitutional  interpo- 
sition of  my  predeeessor,  and  which,  if  they  had 
not  been  so  checked,  would  long  before  this 
lime  have  involved  the  finances  of  the  €to- 
nerml  Government  in  embarrassments  far  greater 
than  those  which  are  no  v  experienced  by  any  of 
Ae  States,  of  Umiiing  all  onr  expendiinres  to  ^|Htt 
simple,  nnoslentations,  and  economical  administra- 
tion of  pablic  affairs,  which  Is  alone  ooayistoit 
with  the  character  of  our  inftitniions;  cf  collecting 
annually  from  the  customs,  and  the  sales  of  public 
Iaod.«,  a  revenue  fully  adequate  lo  defray  all  the  ex- 
penses thns  incurred,  but,  under  no  pretence  what- 
soever, to  impose  taxes  upon  the  people  to  a  greater 
amount  than  was  actually  necessary  to  Ihe  pablic 
service,  conductrd  upon  the  principles  I  havaatated. 

In  lieu  of  a  national  bank,  or  a  dependence  upon 
banks  of  anr  description,  for  the  management  of 
our  fis<»l  affairs,  I  recommended  the  adoption  of 
Ihe  system  which  is  now  in  successful  operation. 
,  That  system  affords  every  requisite  facility  for  tbe 
transaction  of  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  Go- 
vemmeni;  will,  it  is  oonfidently  anticipated,  pro- 
dneeia  other  respeo's  many  of  the  benefits  which 
have  been  from  time  to  time  expected  from  the 
ereation  of  a  national  bank,  bat  which  have  never 
been  realized;  avoid  tbe  manifold  evils  inseparable 
flrom  such  an  institution;  diminish,  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent than  oonld  be  accomplished  by  any  other  mea- 
sure of  reform,  the  patronage  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment—a  wise  poUcy  in  all  Governments,  but 
more  especially  so  in  one  like  ours,  which  works 
well  only  in  proportion  as  it  is  made  to  rely  for  its 
support  upon  the  unbiassed  and  unadulterated  opi- 
nions of  its  constituents;  d«  away,  forever,  all  d»' 
pendence  on  corporate  bodies,  either  in  the  raising, 
collecting,  safekeeping,  or  disbuising  the  piiblic 
revenues,  and  place  the  Government  equally  above 
the  temptation  of  fostering  a  dangerou.-!  and  uncon- 
stitutienal  instttntion  at  home,  or  the  neceiiity  of 
adapting  its  policy  to  ibe  vi«ws  and  interests  of  a 
still  more  formidable  money-power  abroad. 

It  is  by  adopting  and  carrying  out  these  princi- 
ples, under  circnmsianoes  the  most  arduous  and 
discouraging,  thai  the  attempt  has  1>een  made,  thus 
far  sncees«fally,  to  demonstrate  to  the  people  of  the 
ITnited  States  that  a  National  Bank  at  all  limes; and 
a  national  debt,  except  it  be  incurred  at  a  period 
when  the  honor  and  safety  of  the  nation  demand 
tbe  temporary  saerifice  of  a  policy,  which  shoald 
only  be  abandoned  in  *uch  exigencies,  are  not 
merely  unnecessary,  bat  in  direct  and  deadly  hos- 
tility to  the  principles  of  their  Governmeni,  and  to 
tbeir  own  percianent  welfare. 

The  progress  made  in  the  dcvelopement  of  these 
pMitions,  appears  in  the  preceding,  sketch  of  Ihe 
past  history  and  present  state  of  the  financial  con- 
cerns of  the  Federal  Governipeni.  The  fads  there 
stated  fltUy  authorize  the  assertion,  that  all  the  pniw 
poses  for  which  tbi*  Government  was  instiioted 
have  been  accomplished  dutirg  four  years  of  great- 
er pecuniary  embarrassment  than  were  evrr  before 
experienced  in  time  of  peaee.  and  in  the  face  of  op- 
posiliiM  as  formidable  as  any  that  was  ever  before 
arrayed  against  tbe  policy  of  an  Administration; 
that  this  has  been  done  when  the  ordinary  revenues 
of  tbe  Government  were  generally  decreasing,  as 
well  from  the  operalioa  of  the  laws,  as  ihe  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  without  the  ereation  of  a  per- 
manent public  debt,  or  insurritig  any  liabiliqr,  oAer 
tbtin  sue*  as  the  ordinary  resources  of  the  Govera- 
ment  will  speedily  discharge,  and  without  ihe 
agency  of  a  National  Bank. 

If  this  view  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Oovem- 
ment,for  the  period  it  embraces,  be  warranted  by 
the  fads  as  ihey  are  known  to  exist;  if  the  army 
and  navy  have  been  snsiained  to  the  full  extent 
autfaerized  by  la  w,  sad  iriiich  Congress  deemed  suf- 
ficiott  for  the  drfenee  of  die  country  and  the 
protection  of  its  ri|^ls  and  ilshonor,  if  its  civil  and 
diplomatic  serriee  hH  been  e^aiOly  «im«uw^  if 
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•inple  provision.,  hu  beca  xwde  for  the  adninis* 
Mtww  of  justice  and  the  e;i(<cuiioD  of  the  lavs;  if 
tbc^sUims  opjn  public  gratiiuie  in  behalf  of  ihe 
wj^iers  of  tb«  ReTolatii>n  have  been  promply  met 
a^d.^tfafally  ditcbaiged;  if  there  have  been  no 
ijulitflB  in  iVefrayiog  ib«  rery  large  expenditares 
giptring  ont  of  thai  long  eoniinued  and  salutary 
policy  of  peacefully  removing  <he  ladians  to  rc- 
gjfuu  ^  ooqi|Huralive  safety  and  prosperiiy;  if  the 
pvbiiC' faith  has  at  all  times,  and  every  where  been 
scntpoloB^y  maintained  by  a  prompt  dis- 
eof  the  nuffleruas,  extended,  and  diversified 
SOB  the  Tnasnryi  if  all  these  great  and  per- 
.  lit  objects,  with  many  others  that  might  be 
Tj^flirfl.  ht/(e,  tot  a  Mries  of  years,  marked  by  pecu- 
U^rpbtMcles  and  difficulties,  been  succesafuliy  ac- 
WWlisbed  without  a  resort  to  a  permauent  debt, 
or  tw aid  of  a  national  bank,  have  we  not  alright 
to  ffltpeiH  that  a  policy,  the  object  of  which  has 
t^n  io  sustain  the  public  service  independently  of 
c^^of  these  fruitful  sources  of  discord,  will  re- 
lative the  .final  suction  of  a  people  whose  UU' 
Imwdand  fairly  elicited  judgment  upon  public 
ami(Bi;i'n9ver  ultimately  wrcing} 
,-,/nat  egibarrassments  in  ;he  pecuniary  en* 
Mriis  of  individuals,  of  unexampled  extent  and 
4Drstioo,  have  recently  exis:eJ  in  ibis,  as  in  other 
quqmcieial  nations,  is  undoubtedly  true.  To  tap- 
pciee  it  necf s«ary  now  10  trace  these  reverse-i  to 
t)|«ir  sources,  would  be  a  reflection  on  ibe  iattlK- 
gntce  of  my  fellow-oiuzens.  Whaiever  ma^  have 
tffea  the  obscurity  in  which  the  subject  was  in- 
vpir^  during  the  eailie r  stsgcs  of  the  revulsion, 
t^e  cannot  now  be  many  by  wh-  m  the  whole 
<^e#ion  is  not  fully  nitdcrsiood. 

^ot  deemiog  it  within  the  constituticnal  powers 
of  .the  General  Qovcmment  to  repair  private  loss- 
M««sl«inrd  by  reverses  in  business  having  no  con- 
qfCtipB  with  the  public  service,  either  by  direct  ap- 
prepriations  from  the  Treasury,  or  by  special  legis- 
l«>ioi»  designed  to  secure  exclusive  privileges  and 
immmities  to  individuals  or  classes  in  preference  to, 
and  at  iheazpease  of,  the  great  majority  neoessari- 
Ijrdebvicd  from  any  participation  in  them,  no 
altcatpt  to  do  so  has  been  eiiher  made,  iccom- 
iModed,  or  encouraged,  by  the  present  Ezecu- 
tiye. 

Jt'iB  believed,  however,  that  the  great  purposes 
for  \b»  atiaininent  of  which  the  Fedeial  Govero- 
mrnt  was  instituted  have  not  been  lest  sight  of.  In- 
uaated  only  with  certain  limiie  1  powers,  cautious- 
ly mamenUed,  distinctly  specified,  and  defined  with 
a  piaciaion  and  oieamess  which  would  seem  to  de- 
ff  aiseoiistruction,  it  has  been  my  constant  aim 
to  qoi^fine  myself  within  ihe  limils  so  clearly  mark- 
ed ont,  and  so  carefully  guarded.  Having  always 
beenoif  opinion  that  the  best  pretervative  of  ihe 
BWM  of  Ibe  States  is  to  he  found  ia  a  total  absti- 
ncMe  from  the  exercise  of  all  doubtful  powers  on 
Ihe  part  of  the  Federal  Govemmeni,  rather  ihan  in 
attfinpta  to  atMne  tbem  by  a  loose  constiuciion 
of  the  Constituiion,  or  an  ingenious  perversion  of 
its.  words,  I  have  endeavored  to  avoid  lecommend- 
ins  mf-  measure  which  I  bad  reason  to  apprehend 
w^lld,  in  Ihe  opinion  even  of  a  considerable  mi- 
mvikf:Ot  ny  fellow-cilixens,  by  regarded  as  irench- 
ing  on  Ibe  rights  of  the  ^tes,  or  ibe  provisions  of 
the  hallowed  instrument  4>^--our  Union.  Viewing 
the  aggregalB  powers  of  the  Federal  Gk>veromentas 
a  vohmtBiy  otmcessioB  of  the  StaUs,  it  seemed  to 
ma  that  such  only  should  be  exercised  as  were  at 
the  tine  intended  to  be  given. 

:I  huve  been  strengUied,  too,  in  the  proprie- 
ty  ffi(  Ibis  coarse,  by  the  onviction  that  all  ef- 
ms  to  go  beyond  this,  tend  only  to  produce 
dJasalistKlion  and  distrust,  to  excite  jsaioa- 
sies,  and  to  provoke  resistance.  Instead  of  ad- 
ing  strtnglb  10  (the  .  Federal  Government,  even 
whe«  neeetsful,  they  miist  ever  prove  a  source  i>f 
ineuable  weakness,  by  alienating  a  portion  of 
those  whose  adhesion  is  indispensable  to  the  great 
*H>«CW  of  Qni^  slKDgtb,  and  whose  voluaiary 
anMbmeat  is,  in  ay  estiwatiou,  far  more  essemial 
to  Ibe  efficiency  of  a  Government  strong  in  the  best 
of  nil  possible  strength — the  confidence  and  sliach- 
meM  of  all  those  who  make  np  its  oonstitaent 
eieaaenis. 

Thou  believing,  it  has  been  my  pnrpore  to  secure 
}o  «b»  ^^fi^  peo^  and  to  every  member  of  the 


ceuledrracy,  by  general,  iialnlary,  and  equal  la<vs 
alone,  the  bene&i  of  thot>e  Republican  institutions 
which  it  was  the  end  anJ  aim  of  the  Constitution  to 
establish,  and  the  impartial  infiueace  of  which  is,  in 
my    judgment,   indispensable  to    their  preserva- 
tion.   1  cannot  biiog  myself  to  believe  that  the 
lasting  bappioest  of  the  people,  theprospeiity  of  the 
States,  or  the  permanency  of  theu  Union,  can  be 
maintained  by  giving  reference  or  priority  to  any 
class  of  ciiizeas  inihe  distribution  of  benefits  or 
privileges,  or  by  the  adoption  of  measares  which 
'   enrich  one  portion  of  the  Union  at  the  expense  of 
i   another;  nor  can  1  see  in  the  interference  of  ihe  Ftde- 
I   tal  Government  with  the  local  legislation  and  re- 
I  served  righu  of  the  States,  a  remedy  for  present, 
I  or  a  security  against  future,dacget8. 
I       The  first,  and  assuredly  not  the  least,  important 
'  step  towards  relieving  the  cotmtry  from  the  con- 
;  diiion  into  which  it  had  b<en  plunged  by  excesses 
i  in  trade,  banking,  and  credits  of  all  kinds,  was 
.   to  place  the  business    iransaciions  of  the    Qo- 
vcrument  itself  on  a  solid  basi>;  giviug  and  receiv- 
I   ing  in  all  ca^es  valnc  for  value,  and  nei  her  coun- 
,   tenancing  nor  encouragicg  io  others  that  delusiv* 
,   system  of  crrditt  from  which  it  has  been  fonnd  so 
difficult  to  e»cape,  and  which  has  left  nothing  be- 
i  hind  it  but  the  wrecks  that  mark  its  fatal  career. 
I       That  the  fioaiicial  affairs  of  the  Government  are 
i   now,  and  have  been  during  the  whole  period  of 
I   these  widfspreading  difficuliics,  c<  nducted  wilh  a 
i   strict  and  invariable  regard  lo  ihisgreatfundsmen- 
isl  principle,  and  that  by  the  astumpiion  and  main- 
leaance  of    the  itaad  thus    taken  on    the  very 
I   threshold  of  the  approaching  crisis,  more  iban  by 
{   any  other  cause  or  causes  whatever,  tbe  commu- 
I   nity  at  larfie  has  been  shielded  from  Ihe  incalcula- 
!   ble  evils  of  a  general  and  indefinite  sospcnsiunof 
j  specie  payments,  and  a  consequent  annihilation, 
'  for  the  whole  period  it  might  have  lasted,  of  a  just 
I   and  invariable  standard  of  value,  will,  it  ii  be- 
I   lieved,  at  this  period,  scarcely  bs  questioned, 
!       A  steady  adherence,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
I   m<ni,  to  ihe  policy  which  has  prodnced  such  salu- 
I   tary  results,  aided  by  judicious  State  legislation, 
I   and,  what  is  not  less  important,  by   the  industry, 
I  enterprise,  perseverance,  and  economy  of  the  Ame- 
I  rican  people,  cannot  fail  lo  raise  the  whole  cotin- 
;   try,  at  an  early  period,  lo  a  state  of  solid  and  en- 
;   during  proi^petiiy,  not  subject  to  be  again  ovcr- 
'   Ibrcwn  by  Ibe.  susprn'^on  of  banks  or  tbe  oxplo- 
^   sion  of  a  bloated  ciedii  system.    It  is  for  the  peo- 
!   pie,  and  their  reprrfenlatives,  to  decide  wbeitber 
'  or   not  the  pejrmanent  welfare    of   the   country 
(which  all  getxl  citizens  equally  desiie,  however 
widely  they  may  diOTer  as  to  the  means  of  its  ac- 
complishmrpt)  shall  be  in  this  way  secured;  or 
whether  the  management  of  the  pecuniary  con- 
cerns of  the  Government,  and,  by  consequence, 
to  a  great  extent,  those  of  individuals  al6o,  shall  be 
cariied  back  to  a  condition  of  ihiogs  which  fosiertd 
those  contractions  and  expansions  of  the  cprreocy, 
and  ihose  reckless  abuses  of  credii,  from  U>e  bale- 
ful effects  of  which  the  country  has  so  deedly  suf- 
fered— a  return  that  eaii  promisf ,  in  the  end,  no 
better  results  than  to  reproduce  the  embarrassments 
the  Government  has  expeiienced;  and  lo  remove 
from  the  shoulders  ol  the  present,  to  those  o'f  fresh 
vii^ims,  the  bitter  fruits  of  that  spirit  of  spaculative 
enterprise  to  which  onr  conntrvmcn  are  so  liable, 
and  npon  whictp  the  lessons  of  experience  are  so 
unavailing.    The  choice  is  an  important  one,  and  I 
sincerely  hope  that  it  may  be  wisely  made. 

A  report  ttom  the  Secretary  of  War,  presenting 
a  detailed  view  of  the  affairs  of  that  department, 
accompanies  this  communication. 

The  desultory  duties  connected  with  the  removal 
of  the  Indians,  in  which  the  army  has  been  con- 
stantly engaged  on  the  Northern  and  Western  froo- 
tirrs,  and  in  Florida,  have  rendered  it  impractica- 
ble to  carry  into  full  effect  tbe  plan  leeommended 
by  the  Secretary  f^r  improving  its  discipline.  In 
every  instance  where  the  regiments  have  been  con- 
centrated, tfaey  have  made  great  progress;  and  the 
best  resniti  may  be  anticipated  from  a  contiooanoe 
of  this  system.  During  the  last  season,  a  part  of 
the  troopsbave  been  employed  in  removing  Indians 
from  the  interior  to  the  teiritory  assigned  them  in 
the  West— a  duty  which  they  have  performed  effi- 
eieml^,  and  with  praiseworthy  bamanity;  and  that 
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portion  of  them  which  has  been  stationed  in  Flo- 
rida continued  active  operations  there  ihronghoat 
tbe  heals  of  summer. 

The  policy  of  Ihe  United  Slates  in  regard  to  Ibe 
Indians,  of  which  a  succinct  accpnnt  is  givoa 
in  my  message  of  1838,  and  of  tbe  wisdom  and 
expediency  of  which  I  am  fully  satisfied,  ^s 
been  conlinned  in-active  operation  throughoat  ijw 
whole  period  of  my  administration.  Sinee  tbe 
rpring  of  1837,  more  than  for-iy  thousand  ladiaaa 
have  been  removed  to  their  new  homes  west  ot  Urn 
.  Mississippi;  and  I  am  happy  to  add  thai  aU  a«i- 
connts  concur  in  rvpreeenting  tbe  rasalt  of  Ikia 
measure  as  eminently  beneficial  to  that  people. 

The  emigration  of  the  Seminoles  alone  has  boea 
atiended  with  serious  difficulty,  and  rocasioaed 
bloodshed,  hostilities  having  been  eommeneed  fay 
Ihe  Indians  in  Florida,  under  the  apprehension  ibM 
they  would  be  compelled,  by  force,  to  comply  with 
their  treaty  stipulations.  The  execniKm  of  tba 
treaty  of  Payne's  Landing,  signed  ia  1839,  bat  not 
ratified  until  1834,  was  postponed,  at .  |be  sirfiaiaf 
tion  of  tbe  Indians,  nniil  183S,  when  they  again  re- 
newed their  agreement  to  remove  peaceably  io  ibeir 
new  homes  in  the  West.  In  ihe  face  of  this,  soteata 
and  renewed  compact,  Uiey  broke  their  failh,  and 
commenced  hostilities  by  the  massacre  of. Major 
Dade's  command,  Ihe  murder  of  their  agent,  Geao- 
ral  Thompson,  and  oihsr  acta  of.crnel  ireacbeiy. 
When  this  alarming  and  unexpected  inielligenee 
reached  the  seat  of  Government,  every  efifitt  ap- 
pears to  have  been  made  to  rein^ree  General 
Clinch,  who  commanded  the  troops  then  in  Florida. 
General  Eustis  was  despatched  with  reinforcemems 
ftom  CbarlestoD,  troops  were  called  oat  from  Ala- 
bama, Tennessee,  and  Georgia,  and  Gmeral.  SeiNi 
was  sent  to  take  the  command,  with  ample  powers 
and  ample  means.  At  tbe  first  alarm.  General 
Gaines  organised  a  force  at  New  Orleans,  airi, 
without  wailing  for  orders,  landed  in  Florida, 
where, he  delivered  over  the  troops  he  had  breagbt 
with  him  lo  General  Scott. 

Gov.  Call  was  sabseqtiently  appointed  to  oondnel 
a  summer  campaign,  and,  at  the  dose  of  it,  was 
replaced  by  General  Jesup.  These  events  and 
changes  took  place  under  the  administration  of  my 
predecessor.  Notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  the 
experienced  officers  who  bad  command  ibare  for 
eighteen  months,  on  entering  npon  tbe  administra- 
tion of  tho  Government  1  found  ihc  Teriiloty  ot 
Florida  a  prey  to  Indian  atrociiies.  A  sliMHioas 
effort  was  immediately  made  to  bring  these  hostili- 
ties to  a  close;  and  tbe  army,  under  General  Jeoapi,' 
was  reinforced  until  it  amounted  to  ten  ibouaMd 
men,  and  furnished  with  abundant  supplies  of  eve- 
ry description.  In  this  campaign  a  great  mmber 
of  Ihe  enemy  wire  captured  and  destroyed;  bot  lbs 
character  of  the  contest  only  was  changed.  Ite 
Indians,  having  been  defeated  ia  every  engageasot, 
dispersed  in  small  bands  tfaiougboai  Ibe  connlry, 
and  became  an  enterprising.  formidabl«i,  and  ladi- 
less  banditti.  General  Taylor,  «ho  socoaeded 
General  Jesap,  used  his  best  exertions  to  snbckM 
them,  and  wa-^  seconded  in  biscffoRs  by  the  aOccfs 
nnder  bis  command;  but  be,  too,  failed  to  protect 
the  Territory  from  their  depredations.  By  an  act- 
of  signal  and  crttel  treachery,  tfaey  broke  the  liana 
made  with  them  by  General  Maoomb,  wbe  was 
sent  from  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  carryiac 
into  effect  the  expressed  wishes  of  Congress,  aad 
have  contioaed  their  devastations  everaiooe.  Oese* 
ral  Armisiead,  who  was  in  Florida  when  Ooncnl 
Tkylor  left  the  army,  by  permission,  aammad  Ao 
command,  and,  after  active  snmmer  opentiau, 
Was  met  by  propositions  for'  peace;  and,  firom  tko 
fortunate  coincidence  of  tbe  arrival  in  Floiida,  at 
the  same  period,  of  a  delegation  from  Utt  Seasi- 
noles  who  are  happily  settled  wcit  of  tbe  Missis- 
sippi, and  are  now  anxious  to  persuade  their  oooa- 
trymen  to  join  them  ibire,  hopes  were  fbr  sOnas 
time  fniertained  that  tbe  Indians  might  be  iatimsed* 
to  leave  the  Territory  without  further  diffienlty. 
These  bopea  have  proved  fallacioas,  and  boa- 
lilities  have  been  renewed  Ibrougboat  tbe  wMa 
«f  tbe  Territory.  That  ibis  contest  has  endand 
to  long,  is  to  be  attribnted  to  caosea  beyaad 
Ihe  control  of  ihe  Government.  -  Bxpeiienesd  rc- 
nerals  have  had  Ihe  command  uf  die  troops;  oC- 
cetsaqd  soldiers  have  alike  distingoitdMd  lintit. 
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srires  for  their  actiTity,  pilimc«,  ind  endariag 
eoong';  tiie  army  has  been  ei-nsiantly  fornitbed 
«Mi  topplies  of  ever;  descriptioo;  and  we  most 
look  for  tb«  causes  wUeh  hare  so  long  procrasti- 
nated the  tssM  of  the  ooniest,  ia  the  vast  extent  of 
tbe  theatre  of  hnstiliiics,  the  almost  insiirmoiuita- 
Ueobstaeles  presented  by  the  Datare  of  the  eoua> 
try,  the  climate,  and  the  wily  cbaraettr  of  the 
nvages. 

The  eilea  for  marine  hospitals  on  the  riven  and 
lakes,  vhieh  I  was  anihorlzEd  lo  select  and  eanse 
t«  b«  purchased,  hare  all  been  designatedj  bat,  the 
appropriation  not  prOTtngsoffldent,  conditional  ar- 
langeiDents  only  have  been  made  tof  their  acqni- 
shkm.  It  is  for  Congress  to  dteide  whether  those 
coBditioiial  poichases  shall  be  sanctioned,  «nd  the 
bamaiie  inteatioiis  of  the  taw  carried  into  fall 
effect. 

The  navy,  as  will  appear  from  ihe  arcorapaoy- 
iag  i«pon  of  the  Secretary,  has  been  nrefUliy  and 
braorably  employed  in  ihe  protection  of  our  com- 
merce aitid  ci<izens  in  the  Mediterraneao,  the  Pa- 
eUo,  oU  the  co8<!t  of  Brazil,  and  in  ihe  Qulf  of 
Bfezieo-  A  small  squadron,  consisting  of  the 
frigcte  Ci>nslellaliota  and  the  sloop-of-war  Bos- 
ton, trader  CSoramodcre  Kearney,  is  now  on 
i<a  way  to  the  China  and  Indian  seas,  for 
the  pm-pose  of  atleading  lo  otir  interests  ia 
that  qowrter;  and  Commander  Aulick,  ia  the 
ElMp.of^»ar  Yotktown,  has  been  instrocted  lo 
Tieii  the  Sandwich  and  Soeiey  {slaad^,  the  coasts 
of  New  Zealand  and  Japan,  together  with  other 
porta  and  iviands  freqaented  by  onr  whale^htps, 
ror  the  parpoM  of  giving  them  coaKtenanoe  and 
protection,  sbon'd  they  b;  reqaired.  Other  smaller 
veMeb  have  been,  and  8tilt  are,  employed  ia  prose- 
enling  the  sarveys  of  the  coast  of  i^e  TJoited  Slatefr, 
direcMby  varloa*  aets  of  Congre*-;  and  those 
which  have  been  completed  will  shnrlly  be  laid  be- 
fore yen. 

Tke  Bspkning  expedition,  at  the  latent  dale,  was 
preparing  to  leave  ihe  Bay  of  fsUnds,  New  Zea- 
land, in  fVirther  proseention  of  objects  which  have 
ibna  far  been  rnccrssfally  aeoompli$h«0.  The  dis- 
covery of  a  new  eontinetti,  which  was  first  seen  io 
latitude  66°  2'  south,  loneitnde  154«>  87'  east,  snd 
afterwards  in  tatitude  66°  31'8oatb,  longitade  153° 
40'  east,  by  Lientrnanis  Wilkes  and  Hudson,  for 
an-exieni  of  eighteen  hundred  mtles,  bar  on  which 
they  were  prevented  from  landiDg  by  vast  bodies 
of  ie*  which  eneompassrd  it,  is  one  of  the  honora- 
ble restilts  of  the  enterprise.  Lieotenant  Wi'kes 
bears  tettimoay  to  the  «!>al  and  f^ood  condDci  of  his 
officers  and  meo;  and  ii  id  bat  just  ee  to  that  officer 
to  stale  that  he  appears  lo  have  performed  ihe  da- 
lies  assigned  to  him  with  an  ardor,  ability,  and 
perseveraiMyi  which  give  every  atsnrance  of  an 
aonoratrte  teae  to  the  under  aking. 

TIm  report  of  the  Poetmasier  General,  herewith 
tmaamttted,  will  exhibit  the  service  of  that  De- 
partnaent  tin  put  year,  and  its  present  condi'ion. 
TiM  trmnsporiatiMi  has  been  maintained  during  th« 
ycwr  to  the  fnll  extent  anthorteed  by  the  rxi^tiDg 
laws;  some  iwprovemeais  hare  been  effected, 
wkieii  ih«  public  interest  seemed  urgently  to  de- 
■tand,  but  not  involving  any  material  additional 
expenditttrr;  the  contractors  have  generally  per- 
formel  tVeir  engagements  with  fideflty;  the  post. 
nanstars,  wiih  Uw  exceptions,  have  rendered  their 
ne«o«nt8  and  paid  their  quarterly  balances  with 
ptDBptitnd')  and  the  whole  srrvice  of  the  Oeparl- 
meBt  baa  maintained  the  efficiency  for  which  it 
has  for  several  years  been  distinguished. 

The  acts  of  Congress  esiablisbirg  new  nt^il 
EDQter,  and  requiring  more  expensive  mi  vices  <n 
otherr,  and  the  incrra-ing  wants  of  the  country, 
have,  for  three  years  p«st,  carried  the  fxrendiinres 
something  beyond  the  accmiog  tevenurs;  the  ex- 
cess having  been  met,  nntil  the  past  yrar,  by  the 
sarplQi  which  had  previoui^ly  aecnnnlated.  That 
sorplns  haviog  been  cxh8n.<'te(i,  and  tbe  aniicipatrd 
increase  in  the  levenne  not  laving  been  realized, 
owing  to  the  depression  in  the  commercial  ba.inrsa 
of  theeonntiy,  the  finances  of  the  department  e/- 
biblt  a  small  deficiency  at  the  cicse  of  tbe  last 
fise  1  year.  Its  resonrces,  however,  are  ample;  and 
the  reduced  rates  of  comprn'saiion  for  the  tranrpor- 
tattott  service,  which  may  be  expected  on  the  futore 
letdnf,  fiom  the  general  redaction  of  price;,  with 


the  inrrease  of  revenue  that  may  reasonably  be  an- 
lieipaied  from  the  revival  of  eommfrcial  fc  ivtiy, 
must  soo'n  place  the  finances  of  the  department  in  a 
prosperous  coidition. 

Consid<riBg  theanfdvorable«iroamslance8  which 
have  existed  daring  tbe  past  year,  It  it  a  gratifying 
resolt  that  the  revenue  bas  not  declined,  as  com- 
pared wiih  tbe  preceding  year,  bnt,  on  the  contra- 
ry, exhibits  a  small  increase;  the  ciicnmstan'e;  re; 
ferred  to  haviog  had  no  other  effect  than  fb  chfck 
the  expected  income. 

It  will  b;  seen  that  the  Postmaster  General  sug- 
gests certain  improvements  in  the  cstablishmeni, 
designed  to  leJoce  tbe  weizht  of  the  mails, 
cheapen  the  tran8p<»;lation,  encore  greater  rego- 
lariiy  in  tbe  f ervioe,  and  secure  a  considerabln  re- 
daetion  In  the  rates  of  letter  postagr — an  object 
highly  desirable.  Tbe  snbject  is  one  of  eeneral  in- 
terest to  tbe  rommnnity,  and  is  respectfully  recom- 
mended lo  yonr  consideration.    * 

The  sapprej-sion  of  the  African  slave  trade  has 
received  the  coniinaed  attention  of  the  Ooverament. 
Tbe  brig  Dolphin  and  schooner  Qiampus  have  been 
employed  daring  the  last  seaion  on  the  coasi  of  Af- 
rica, for  the  parpo^e  of  preventing  sash  portions  of 
that  trade  as  was  raid  i  >  be  pr>}Fecuied  under  tbe 
American  flag.  After  cralsing  off  thore  parts  of 
thecoast  most  osoally  resorted  to  by  slavers,  until 
the  commencement  of  the  lainy  season,  these  ves- 
vrssels  returned  to  tbe  United  States  for  supplies, 
and  have  since  been  despatched  on  a  similar  ser- 
vice. 

From  the  reports  of  tbe  commanding  officers,  it 
appears  that  (be  tradt  is  now  principaPy  carried  on 
under  Portuguese  colors;  and  ihey  express  the  opi- 
ni<mihai  tbe  apprehension  cf  their  preseiKe  on  the 
slave  coast  has,  in  a  great  degree,  arrested  tbe  pros- 
litation  of  the  Ameriean  flag  to  this  inhuman  par- 
pose.  It  is  hof  ed  that,  by  con'inoing  to  maintain 
this  force  io  that  qnarter,  and  by  the  exerlionr  of  the 
officers  in  comntand,  much  wi  1  be  doi>e  lo  pnl  a  !<top 
lo  whatever  portion  ofthi^traffio  may  have  been  car- 
ried on  under  the  American  flag,and  to  prevent  its  nse 
in  a  trade  which,  while  it  violates  the  laws,  is  equally 
an  outrage  on  the  righis  of  others  and  the  feelings 
ofhamaitity.  The  efforts  of  the  several  Ojvetn- 
ments  who  are,  anxionsly  seeking  to  suppress  this 
traffic  mast,  however,  be  diiected  against  the  facili- 
ties afforded  by  what  are  now  recognised  ai  legiti- 
mate commercial  pursuits,  before  that  object  can 
hi  fully  accomplidied.  Supplies  of  provisions, 
water-cuks,  merchandise,  and  att-cles  connected 
with  th«  ptospcation  of  the  slave-trade,  are,  it  is 
understood,  freely  carried  by  vessels  of  different 
nations  to  the  slave  factories;  and  the  effects  of  the 
fattors  are  iran>ported  openly  from  one  slave  sta- 
tion to  another,  wiihont  interruption  or  pnnishmeut 
by  either  of  Ihe  nations  to  which  they  belong,  en- 
gaged in  the  commerce,  of  that  region.  I  submit 
to  your  jadgm^ts  whether  this  Qorernment,  hav- 
ing been  the  fir^t  to  prohibit,  by  adequate  peoaliies, 
the  slave  trade— the  first  to  declare  it  piracy— 
shoald  not  be  the  first,  aUo,  (o  forbid  to  its  citizens 
all  trade  with  the  slave  faooiirs  on  the  coast  of 
Africa;  giving  an  example  to  all  nations  ia  this 
respect,  which,  if  fairly  followed,  cannot  fail  to 
prcidoce  ihe  most  effective  results  in  breaking  up 
those  dens  of  iniqaity. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  December  5, 184& 

The  message  having  been  read, 

Oa  motion  by  Mr. HUBBARD, 

OfitTtd,  That  Ihe  mesnge  and  accompanying 
docamenis  be  printed;  and  that  five  thousand  co- 
pies of  Ihe  n;irssase,  and  fifteen  har.dred  copies  of 
the  message  and  accompanying  docamenis,  be 
printed  for  the  nse  of  the  St  naie. 

Tl;e  PRESIDENT  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Trea-nry,  acccmpinied  by  his 
annual  report  on  Ihe  finances,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

REPORT  FROM  THE  BEtJRETARII  OF  THB  TREA8ITRY, 
OK  TB«  STATB  OP  THB  PINIKCXS. 

.-  TREAIDBV   nEPARTMENr, 

December  7,  1840. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  submits  to  Con- 
gress the  followine  report  on  the  finance.-: 

He  has  greut  pleasure  in  announcing  that  dar- 
ing the  present  year  the  expenditures  have  been 


still  further  reduced;  and,  though  the  revenne  has 

not  proved  s  >  targe  as  usual;  all  the  public  engage- 

ments  have  been  met  with  prrmpiiiude. 
I.  The  receipts  and  means  for  1846,  eadosireof 

Irasts  and  the  Po<t  Office  has  been  as  lolkiws: 

The  available  balance  in   the  Treasoiy  on  the  If  t 
of  Jannary,  1840,  is  computed  to 
have  been  -  -  -  13,346,749  00 

The  data  on  which  this  cooelo- 

sion  r*stc,  connected  with  (he  actual 

rrcelp's  and  expenditures  in  1630, 

and  with  the  unavailable  eoiidith>n 

of  a  portion  ef  the  poblic  iands, 

may  be  seen  in  Ihe  statements  an* 

nexed. 

Daring  Ihe    first  three  quarters  of 
the  present   year    the  nett   re- 
ceipts from  cnstoms 
were        -  |I0,689,884  78 

Daring  the  same  pe- 
riod the  receipts 
from  lands  were  -    3,630.317  35 

Miscellaneoqn     re- 
ceipts for  the  same  ' 
lime        -            -         77,660  98 

Ettimatcd  receipts 
for     the    foorth 

quarter  from   all  *' 

these  ioarces        -    3.800,000  00 


These  makegibe  aggregate  of  ordi- 
nary receipts  for  the  year  -  17,197,763.01 

Add  the  rstinaaied 
receipts  cf  princi- 
pal '  and  interest 
in  1840,  out  of 
what  was  due 
from  formerdepo- 
^ite  bank", but  net 
available  on  the 
1st  of  January 
last         >  •     $850,000  00 

Add  also  the  estima- 
ted receipts  from 
the  fourth  boiid  of 
tbe  Uniieil  States  '• 
Bank      -  •    3,500,000  00 

D  J.  from  tbe  issue  ot  • 

Treasury  notes  ia> 
stead  of4>ihers  re- 
deemed  •  -   5,440,000  00 


Aggregate  from  (hess 
■   adJiticnal  sources 


•   8.790,000  00 


This  will  make  the  total  nfeans  in 
1840,  as  ascertained  and  es  ima- 
ted         • 


|t!8,334,5l3  01 


It  is  proper  (o  remark,  that  about  |700,000  o 
the  sums  computed  to  be  received  within  the  year 
from  the  banks  above  described,  have  not  yet  been 
ascertained  'o  be  paid;  and  if,  contrary  to  expecta- 
tion, there  (hoold  be  a  failure  to  pay  any  part  of 
them  until  next  )far,  it  will  make  a  difference  to' 
that  ex'ent  in  the  pree«ding  resolls.     ' 

II.  Tbe  expenditaies  for  1840,  exclusive  of  trost^ 
and  tbe  Post  Office,  have  been  as  followt: 
For  the  first  three  qaariers:  ?ivil,  di- 
plomatic, and  miscellaneous       -  f4,1 18,348  64 
For  the  same  ti/ue,  military  -    8,750,784  53 

For  the  same'  time,  naval    -  •    4,®S0,316  35 

Estimatci  by  this  Department 
(though  higher  by  the  others)  for 
all  exi>enses  daring  the  fourih 
quarter    .  .  -  -   5.000,000  00 

These  make  the  sg^egate  of  cnr- 
r<nt  eipenes  for  (he  whole  year  33,489,349  51 

Add  for  funded  debt  and  interest  for 
that  of  Ihe  cities  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  during  th«  year,  ascer- 
tained and  estimated       -  -      100,600  00 

Redemption  of  Treasury  notes,  in. 
eluding  principal  and  interest,  a^^-k  y-y  I  ^ 
certainrd  during  the  first  thtet/V  \\^ 
quarters  -  •  •    3,639,306  6L 

Estimate  of  notes  that  will  be  re- 
deemed in  tbe  fourth  quarter      -      435,000  09 
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t>ec  1840. 


S&TH  COXO""18T  SkSS. 


Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treatury. 


Sen.  &  H.  of  Reps. 


Tbis  viilmnke Uie  vsrrg'ie of  paj:- 

uents  or  expeodimr«s  of  «U  kinds  36,643.656  13 
LeaviDg  an  arailable   balatoa   of 

menej  In  the  Treaaary  on  Ihe  3  lit 

Deoamber,  1840,  codpoted  to  be    1,^90,655  89 


138,234,512  01 


Inte  finds  o>  band,  couideKd  not  available  for 
{Kiblio  parposes,  at  the  cammeDcement  as  well  as 
elo*e  ol  the  present  year,  axe  described  p&rticularly 
io  the  statement  annexed. 

Ptevioas  to  the  clooe  of  the  year,  should  Congress 
pass  any  nev  appropriatioDS  which  may  b:  imine- 
diatety  expended,  an  additional  charge  to  that  ex* 
ttnt  will  thns  be  Imposed  on  1840;  and  if  amonnt- 
iDK  to  any  considerable  sum,  it  might  prudently  be 
accompanied  by  some  provision  of  new  means  suf- 
ficient for  it3  payment. 

HI.  The  condition  of  the  pnbli«  debt  next  de- 
mands consideration. 

An  exhibit  of  the  partiealars  of  it,  whether 
fnaded  or  unfunded,  and  of  the  payments  made 
within  the  year  on  account  of  both,  is  annexed. 

Probably  none  of  the  former  kind  of  debt  exists 
which  is  due,  except  what  has  been  forgoiien,  ar 
the  evidence  of  it  mislaid;  as  all  ever  claimed, 
whether  incurred  in  the  Revolution,  or  since,  has 
been  promptly  discharged.  It  is  fortunate  that  no 
new  d«bt  of  a  permanent  charauer  has  been  re- 
cently created  by  the  Qtnttal  Gh>ve;nm«nt;  and 
the  undersigned,  for  reasons  formerly  explained, 
which  need  not  be  here  repeated,  has  unifornily 
considered  it  sound  policy  never  to  incur  one  in 
time  of  peace.  But  it  will  be  recollected  that  Con- 
gress, by  an  act  passed  in  May,  1836,  engaged, 
nnder  special  conditions,  lo  make  payment  of  a 
debt  due  ttom  the  cities  of  the  Disirict  of  Co- 
lumbia ta  ceriAin  individuals  abroad. 

The  principal  amounted  of.|l,500,000,  and  was 
to  be  paid  in  yearly  instalments  o(  f60,000 
each,  b-'gianing  the  1st  •(  January,  1841.  But 
the  interest  was  payable  quarterly,  andj  during  the 
last  four  yearr,  has  been  rrguiarly  discbaiged  by 
the  Treasury. 

Within  the  past  year,  notice  has  been  received 
from  the  agent  of  the  creditors  that  payment  of  the 
first  and  subsequent  instalments  of  the  principal  is 
desired  to  be  made,  when  doe,  with  ponctoality. 
To  insure  afompl'anoe  with  that  wish,  it  wtU  be 
neeessaiy,  besides  mceling  the  inttrett  quarterly, 
10  advance  (60,000  of  the  principal  at  the  com- 
mencement vi(  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  residue 
nitiat  be  paid,  ia  like  amounts,  annually  hereafter, 
till  the  whole  is  discharged. 

The  canal  sioclo,  a«sigoed  to  secure  these  pay- 
aients,  obb,  by  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  bs  sold 
to  aid  in  rsimburaing  them.  But,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, Ihe  money  is  to  be  lakrn  from  the  Treasu- 
ry, under  existing  laws,  which  appropiia:e  effi- 
cient to  discbarge  all  onuiaoding  debts;  and  a  sale, 
if  able  to  be  made  afterwards,  must  probably  be  at 
a  great  sacrifice.  Congress  may  therefore,  in  its 
wisdom,  think  further  legislation  on  the  jsnbjeot 
expeiUent. 

This  is  all  the  funded  debt  not  due,  and  like- 
vise  all  of.it  not  paid,  except,  as  before  explained, 
the  inconsiderable  poitioas  never  yetdemandfd. 

In  respect  to  the  unfi;|nded  d«bt:  such  small 
parts  as  were  created  previous  to  1837,  and  still 
remain  nnsaiisfled,  must,  it  is  presumed,  be  iu 
that  condition  from  some  accideni,  which  has  pre- 
vented a  request  lo  be  made  for  pay  mtnt. 

Nor  has  any  of  it,  which  was  inenrred  nnee, 
fallen  dne,  wiJioat  being  diicbaiged  whenever 
claimed. 

The  whoI%  balance  of  die  fouremissiocsof  Trea- 
■ary  notes  made  since  October,  1837,  which  was 
ontslanding  on  the  Ist  instant,  amoamcd  only  to 
#4.433,893.  This  is  but  f  l,675,4S8  more  than  at 
the  close  of  1839,  notwithsiandiog  ihe  great  decline 
in  our  revenue  since,  and  the  unexpectedly  large 
expenditures  of  old  appropriations  connected  wiih 
the  Florida  war,  and  the  further  adjustment  of 
claims  in  behalf  of  Indians. 

Had  these  events  not  happened,  less  even  than 
that  ratoont  of  net'es  would  bare  been  issued,  aiid 
*^.  F^»'T  "»'«^>^  wiih  ease,  have  redeemed 
withUt  the  year  all  that  were  ontslanding. 


Ii  could  have  done  the  same,  also,  with  most  of 
them,  h^d  Congress,  at  the  last  session,  passed  ihc 
dechratury  act  concerning  the  tariff,  modified  iht 
system  of  drawbscks  to  correspohd  with  the  exist- 
ing duties,  and  adopted  the  propcsitioos  made  for 
graduating  tbe  price  of  the  public  lands,  as  well  as 
forming  new  land  districts. 

It  mns:t  be  gratifying  to  learn,  however,  that, 
though  incommoded  by  the  failure  of  those  mea- 
sures, atd  the  nnexpecled  einumstaoees  before 
enumerated,  the  Department  has  been  enabled,  by 
other  means  under  its  oonlrol,  lo  redeem  every  note 
presenied,  and  to  pay,  with  punctuality,  a'l  debts 
that  have  fallen  due. 

The  credit  of  tbe  General  Oovernment  has  thus 
thus  been  preserved  ro  high,  that,  in&uad  of  sacri- 
ficing its  securities  at  large  discounts,  as  in  this  and 
foreign  nations  some  hive  been  comp^-Ued  to  do 
with  public  stocks,  the  Treasury  notes  have  conti- 
nued ai  par  during  the  year,  though  never  bearing 
an  interest  higher  ihaa  5  2-5  per  cent,  and  sub- 
ject even  to  the  stoppage  of  thai,  after  sixty  dayk' 
notice. 

In  fine,  on  a  review  of  the  whole  sntjeei,  our 
situation  respecting  a  public  debt  of  any  kind  will 
be  found  a  mo«t  favored  one.  Regarded  as  an  in- 
dication either  of  the  good  state  of  the  natianal 
credit,  or  the  ample  resources  of  tbe  General  Go- 
vernment, or  the  discreet  It^islatiott  relative  to  its 
fiscal  concerns,  it  will  be  difficult  to  discovel  many 
eras  more  proFpsrous  iu  these  respects,  whether  in 
the  annals  of  this  or  any  other  country. 

IV.  I'he  exports  and  imports  within  the  yetr 
ending  September  30,  1840,  exhibit  several  striking 
peculiarities.  While  tbr  foreign  commerce  of  the 
country  constitutes  tha  chief  basis  ol  the  revenue 
of  the  General  Govemmeiil,  and  is  indicative  of 
the  ex'ent  of  cur  surplus  prodooe,  the  statistical  re- 
turns in  relation  to  tbe  subject  must  «xeite  eonslaut 
attention  among  s  atesmen  and  political  economist', 
as  wellasmerefaanis. 

The  experts  during  the  ^ear  are  computed  to 
have  been  |1 31,571,950.  This  amount  ia 
quite  110,543.534  mort  than  in  1839,  notwitbstand- 
iag  the  reduced  price  of  some  of  our  great  stapler, 
and  is  laiger  than  ever  existed  before  in  cur  his- 
tory. 

Of  the  whole  exports,  only  §17,809,333  were  of 
foreign  nriirin.  This  left  these  of  domestic  origin 
at  1113.763,617,  being  #6,845,937  more  than  in 
any  previous  year. 
The  imports  daring  1840  were  about  |104,805,89I. 
Tiiis  ihowii.the  great  falling  off  from  the  previous 
year  of  #57,386,341.  It  famishes,  likewise,  the* 
principa  Jezpl  •nation  of  the  extraordinary  diminu- 
tion which  has  occurred  in  the  revenue  from  cus- 
tom!'; a  diminution,  however,  which  has  been 
caused,  in  part,  by  evasions  of  the  lawr,  new  Judi- 
cial construciiom  leA  uncorrected,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  loo  large  sums  for  bounties  and  drawbacks, 
nnder  an  omission  in  the  existing  tariff  to  reduce 
them  in  a  taiio  equal  to  the  reduction  going  on  in 
the  duties. 

The  difference  between  our  exports  and  i  oports 
has  usually  been  in  fdvor  of  the  latter.  Several 
years  ago  it  ranged  that  way  about  seven  millions 
of  doltais  annually;  but,  of  late,  the  average  has 
risen  to  near  twenty  millions  annually;  the  excess 
of  import  having  been,  in  1836  even,  #61,316,995,* 
and  in  1839  #41,063,716.  Bat  daring  1840,  the 
extraordinary  occurrence  of  a  reverse  in  this  slate 
of  things  has  taken  place.  Soch  a  circnmstance  as 
the  eIport^  at  all  exceeding  the  imports,  is  believed 
to  have  happened  previoncly  only  six  times  since 
the  Constitu'ion  was  adopted;  and  then,  never  to  an 
extent  beyond  #7,916,831.  Now,  hovevtr,  widi- 
out  any  iifl  tion,  aad  in  some  important  articles 
under  a  contraction  of  prices,  the  excess  of  ex- 
ports is  not  only  more  than  ever  was  known  before, 
bDi  qniie  threefold  grea'er,  being  computed  to  equal 
#26,766,059. 

Th  s  excess  having  failed  to  produce  the  usual 
corretponding  increaM;  of  imports,  bat,  on  the  con- 
trary, having  teen  accompanied  by  a  diminution 
rever  previously  equalled  in  amount,  rxcept  under 
the  inSurnce  <f  the  embargo  in  1808,  the  whole 
matter  furnishes  another  proof  of  the  hazardous 
fluctuations  in  the  chief  rource  of  our  present  revc-  I 


nut,  which  (Congress  has  been  requested  so  repeat- 
edly to  guard  against  by  some  permanent  provisioii. 

It  is  also  a  strong  illustration  of  the  probabiUty 
of  the  conjecture  expressed  in  the  last  aanoal  re- 
port, that  the  country  had  become  alarmingly  ia- 
debted  abroad;  in  part  on  ordinary  metcaatUe 
credi'i,  but  chiefly  on  stocks  of  corporations  and 
Stales. 

To  meet  what  would  soon  be  dne  for  interest 
aloBe,  it  was  then  supposed  would  require  twelve 
or  thirteen  millions  of  the  exports;  and  which,  ia 
that  event,  would  of  course  furnish  n<>  returns  in 
imports.  The  same  result  must  follow  yearly,  till 
Ihe  old  stocks  are  redeemed,  unleFs  new  onea  ean, 
for  some  time  longer,-  be  sold;  and  tbe  diffieal- 
ty  be  thus  deferred,  though  merely  at  the  ex- 
pense of  increasing  ihe  whole  ultimate  indebted- 
nefs. 

But  it  is  a  lonree  of  great  satisfaetion  to  witness 
the  indications  which  the  unprecedented  amoant  of 
exports,  during  the  last  four  years,  has  given  of  tbe 
continued  prorpetity  of  the  eonntnr. 

Notwithstanding  some  depressions  in  pattioBUr 
branches  of  business,  or  ia  particular  place*,  the 
general  prosperity  has  been  such  as  to  create  a 
targe  surplus  of  products,  and  to  enable  ns  to  send 
abroad  immense  and  increased  values  of  them, 
however  great  the  complaints  have  been  a*  io  low 
prices. 

These  official  records  are  some  of  the  most  an- 
ihentic  tests  of  truth,  amidst  contradictory  conjec- 
tures on  topics  like  these.  They  show  dial  we  have 
been  able  to  spare,  in  exports  of  domestic  prodtte- 
tions  during  the  last  four  years,  quite  #408,894.743 
in  valne;  while  in  no  pr*vions  term  of  that  leagtly 
sinee  the  adoption  of  tbe  Constitntion,  have  ihj-y 
exceeded  #359,447,633.  Except  in  tbe  last  two 
series  of  lour  yeais,  tbey  have  never  gone  beyond 
#339,576,749;  or,  not  two-thirds  as  high  as  from 
1837  to  1840.  The  whole  tonnage  of  the  eonniry 
h«8  also  advanced  within  tbe  fbur  years  past, 
more  than  30,000  tone. 

Seldom,  indeed,  if  ever,  has  the  navigating  iaic- 
reet,  one  of  the  great  exponents  of  oar  wealth  and 
increased  commerce,  been  so  ptoeperons  as  with- 
in the  last  twelve  months. 

It  is  true  that  a-portion  of  the  increaM  in  exports 
may  he  attributable  to  some  alteration  in  the  ha- 
bits of  the  eMamnnity,  aot  connected  with  addiiiooaL 
wealth. 

Tbe  tUspoeition  in  families  to  rely  lesson  ^ir 
own  resource*,  and  obtain  more  by  means  of  mer- 
cantile exchanges  abroad  as  well  as  at  home, 
has,  without  doubt,  grown  mote  rapidly  of  lam 
years  than  formerly,  and  tended  lo  aagmenl  both 
the  imports  and  exports  beyond  what  ihe  real  in-. 
crease  in  the  amoubt  of  products  would  indieaia. 
Y*t  the  great  exoets  of  exports  during  the  last  fev 
years,  over  those  ot  previous  times,  cannot  all  have 
arisen  from  ths.<e  circumstances.  Granting,  how- 
ever, that  some  of  it  ha.<;  the  cooscqnenees  to  that 
extent,  and  ia  anoAier  view  of  tbe  subject,  are  aot 
so  well  calcalated  lo  excite  gratification.  Tbe  in- 
creased dependence  which  the  change  of  habits,  ia 
selling  and  buying  to  much  mere  of  what  is  eon- 
samed,  has  occasioned  between  different  eemntdea 
and  those  engaged  in  d.ffereot  avooatioaa,  as  well 
as  the  increased  credit  thns  demanded  throt^ 
many  new  ramifications,  and  the  greater  snbjee* 
lion  thus  produced  of  almost  every  pntniit  to  tbe 
evils  attendant  on  finetoatioDS  in  prices,  on  bank 
expansions,  and.  revulsions  io  commerce  have  pro- 
bably exercised  an  infiuenee  on  tbe  events  of  the 
last  four  years  not  inconsiderable  nor  salutary. 
Combined  with  other  causes,  they  must  certainly 
have  tended  to  effect  a  wide  and  unfavorable  alte- 
ration in  public  manntrsi  and  may,  ia  time,  inflict 
an  injury  on  tbe  morals  and  character  of  the  na- 
tion, which  will  more  than  countetbatanee  all  tbe 
gains  in  wealth. 

y.  The  estimates  of  the  receipts  and  ezpendi- 
tares  tor  1841  next  demaud  at'ertion. 

The  actual  receipts  and  expenditures  in  that  year 
ean,  of  course,  be  .^o  regulaeJ  by  Congress, 
through  new  legislation,  as  to  learh  nearly  any 
amount  it  may  deem  proper.  Bat  ibe  undenggaed 
ean  neither  increase  nor  diminish  tbem;  thouith  a 
duty  is  develiiped  on  him,  in  lerpeei  to  the  :ubje(;t, 
while  at  the  bead  of  tlie  Treasury,  which  be  now 
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prooeeds  w  perform— of  presenting  some  opiDion 
eoBeeming  ihe  amoonis  u  which,  nnder  the  exist- 
ing U«8,  aad  the  ca>ls  of  ihe  diflerent  drpartmenb, 
ilicjr  are  likdy  to  atiaia. 

He  will  farther  i>agge.«  any  general  changes 
which  >pPMr  to  him  expedient,  as  well  as  any  new 
means  obemed  neceaary  to  meet  all  the  bncdeav, 
whi^,  it  is  apprehended,  m»y  be  imposed. 

The  estimates  f^r  (he  ordinary  receipts  and  ex> 
peadttnres  in  the  ensuing  year  differ  &c>me  millions 
from  what  will  be  aetaaily  reoeivei  and  expended 
te  the  presf^t  one. 

Itiscaieala^ed,  bowerer,  that  the  difference  will 
be  what  is  always  most  desirable,-^ome  ineiease 
of  the  receipts,  and  a  farther  dimination  of  (he  ex- 
penditaies. 

The  estimates  for  the  latter,  in  the  present  year, 
were  made  less  than  those  of  1839;  and  the  resalts 
hare  eonesponded.  Indeed,  it  is  a  caose  of  moeh 
gratification  that  the  expectations  heretofore  che- 
rished, of  materially  redocing  the  public  burdens, 
hare  been  Trrified  to  so  great  an  extsnt.  Thai, 
the  expenses  of  1838  fell  below  those  of  1837; 
while  the  expenses  of  1839,  notwitbstsnding  the 
eontinnanee  of  the  Piorida  war,  were  nearly  eight 
Billions  below  those  nf  1838;  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  expenses  of  1840  will  be  from  two  to  three 
aillioas  still  lower,  or  qaite  ten  millions  less  than 
thoasof  1838. 

Thtjr  woold  hare  been  nearly  twelve  millions 
lev,  had  not  that  war  eontmacd,  and  nnusnally 
la^  payments  been  made  to  Indiaos,  nnder  old 
aMTopriaduas. 

.  It  is  believed  that  the  ordinary  expenses  of  1841 
oaght  to  fall  some  millions  below  these  in  1840; 
as  the  pension^  have  dimisisbed  by  deaths, 
litlrer  Indians  remain  lo  be  remored,  several  ex- 
pensive pablie  buildings  hive  been  m<-8:ly  finished, 
and  hostilities  with  the  S^minoles  must  be  nearer  to 
a  dose. 

More  details  concerning  (be  esdaates  for  the 
Bext  year  will  be  proper,  and  will  illustrate  the  cor- 
rectness of  some  of  the  preceding  rcsnlis. 

It  may  be  stated,  from  the  best  data  in  posses- 
»ion  of  this  Department,  that  the  receipts,  under  the 
existicg  laws,  will  probably  be  as  follows: 
From  customs  |19,000,000 

Prom  lands  .  .  .         3,500,000 

From  misodlaneons  .  80,000 

A,dd  the  expec'ed  balance  In  the 
•  Tteasary,  available  on  the  1st  of 

Jaanary  next     .  1,580,855 


The  i^ggr^ate  of  ordinary  means  for 
the  aext  year  woald  then  be  .    34  160,855 

There  will  be  nothing  more,  either  of 
pineipal  or  interest,  doe  from 
baaks,  which  is  likely  to  be  made 
araiteble,  except  abont  390,000 

A  power  will  exist,  under  the  act  of 
3t8t  Maieh,  1840,  lo  inue  Treasu- 
ry Botes  till  a  year  from  iis  passage 
expiree,  bat  not  to  make  the  whole 
emission  oni»(anding  at  any  one 
time  exceed  five  millions  of  dollars. 

Hu-i  will  furnish  additional  means, 
equal  to  the  computed  amoan( 
which  can  be  issned  at  the  close  of 
the  prcsect  year,  being  about         .        349,618 


Hence,  (here  may  be  added,  nrom 
these  several  ioarces,  to  mnch  as  (o 
make  the  whole  means  Cur  the  next 


year  ....    S4,72J.473 

Oa  the  other  band,  the  expenditures 
for  1841  for  ordinary  purpofes,  if 
Congress  make  no  redaction  in  the 
appropriations  requested  by  the  dif- 
frreat  dq»artmeBts,  are  estimated 
at  .      ,      .         -.  .    19  350,000 

This  would  let^ve  a  balance  in  tbe 
Treasury,  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
equal  to      ....      5,473  473 

Bar  eer-'ain  payments  must  also  be 
made  oa  accnuqt  of  the  rnDd<d  and 
•a/uaded  dtbi,  unless  Congtewt  au-  ' 

thoiize  eontracis  to  be  formed  ttx 


»xiendir.g  tbe  timt  of  tbeir  pay- 
ments Thus,  thnrf  will  be  re- 
quired— 

On  account  of  the  funded  dtbi,  chiefly 
for  the  cities  of  this  D  sine  t  |1494200 

For  the  redemption  of  Treasury  note;, 
if  all  tbe  others  be  issued  which  can 
be  under  tbe  pres^-nt  law,  as  then 
the  amonni  returned  within  A.  D. 
1811  will  probably  not  exceed        .      4,500,000 


Estimated  balance  in  (he  Treasury  at 
the  close  nf  the  next  year,  after  all 
payments  whatever 


t4  649.300 


$8S4,S73 


Thu)  it  will  be  seen  that  if  ^e  whole  of  these 
charge;,  both  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  should  be 
required  lobe extinenisbrd  in  1841,  the  estimated 
means  will  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  but  may 
not,  b«sidei>,  leave  so  large  a  balance  ia  the  Trea- 
sary  as  is  convenient  and  uieful.  Tbe  bevt  mode 
of  obviating  any  difficnliy  which  might  arise  from 
that  circDmstanee  will  soon  be  coDsidctrd  by  itself. 

For  some  farther  gefieral  vif  w  of  the  i^roonds  of 
the  estimate  of  the  expenditore.'s'for  1°41,  it  will  be 
ntee^sary  (o  advert  a  few  moaieots  to  the  new  and 
old  appropriations  from  which,  those  expenditures 
art  to  be  made. 

The  new  one9,  proposed  by  the  different  De- 
partmems   tor   the   service   of  1841,  amonitt  (o 
|16,62],5S0  38. 
Vi2:  Civil,  diplomatic,  and  mifeella- 

neoui  .  .  .  13,450,740  13 

Military     ....    7,725,440  94 
Naval         ....    5,445,339  31 

Betides  these,  certain  permanent  appropriations 
under  existinf!  laW):  will  becnme  chsrgeablr  on  the 
Treasury  during  the  next  year,  in  sams  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ftr  erdiaarji  purposes.' 
MiliUry        ....       (864,000 

For  otiker  purpoffs- 
Public  debt,  inclading  iutercKt  and 

first  instalment    for  tbe  District 

ofColamhia         .  .  .  149,300 

Redeeming  Treasury  notes  .  4,500,000 

These  would  make  the  new  charg>^,  for  ordina- 
ry purposes,  nndir  both  new  and  permanent  appro- 
priations, amount  to  |17,485,530  28.  Bn',  in- 
cluding the  public  debt  and  tbe  ledrmption  of 
Treasury  note!!,  these  charges  woald  be  |22,134,- 
730  38. 

It  will  be  perceived,  therefore,  that  the  aggregate 
of  actual  expenditures  daring  1841  has  bMn  com- 
puted to  be  |1, 7 64,480  higher  ihan  the  estimated 
amount  of  ueiv  and  prrnanent  appropriations. 
This  is  done  not  only  becaase  some  small  over- 
sights have  doiibtiMB  occurred  in  the  latter,  and 
unavoidable  omission!!,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
notes,  but  some  new  private  bills,  granting  money, 
may  be  patstd  by  Congress,  and  a  greater  propor- 
tion of  the  ontxtanding  appropriations  at  the  end  of 
1840^tbough  reduced  as  much  as  three  or  four 
millions  less  than  at  the  end  of  1839)  may  be  ex- 
pended in  1841,  than  will  be  Ufi  unexpended  of  the 
new  charges  imposed.  These  la&t  two  items  aie 
usually  computed  to  equal  each  other.  Tbe  De- 
parmentscalcalate  thai|6,66l,133  of  the  old  ap- 
propriatioi:s  will  be  required  lo  complete  the  pur- 
poses originally  contemplated  by  them. 

They  ptopo:>e  cnly  to  apply  about  |3,749,904  of 
them  (4  the  service  of  the  eosuing  year,  wiibiDut  re- 
appropriation;  and  the  residne,  smonniing  to 
|I38,478,  it  is  expected  will  go  lo  the  sarijlus  fund 
Tbey  estimate  the  whole  of  them  at  the  close  of  the 
yearto  be  #10,549,905. 

VI.  A  few  mote  explanations  of  other  grounds 
for  tbe  estiaiates  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for 
tbe  next  year  may  be  useful. 

It  wilt  be  noticed  that  the  estima'es  for  baih  are 
founded  principally  on  the  existing  Ui»s.  Sioald 
Congress,  therefore,  alter  the  tariff,  so  as  to  in- 
crease or  reduce  the  duties,  the  expected  amoant  of 
receipts  must  of  contse  be  ratid  in  that  propor- 
tion. 

So  it  mus(  be  if  Congress  m»kes  any  cfsential 
change  in  respect  to  the  public  land',  and  either 


panes  agradaaiion  bill,  and  creates  new  land  dis- 
trict, in  which  surveys  are  read;  for  large  .sales,  as 
tbisi  would  increase  the  immediate  receipt;;  or  if. 
on  the  other  head,  it  should  distribute  tbe  proceeds 
of  the  sales  among  the  States,  as  tbM  would  dimi- 
nish the  revenue  appliaable  to  tbe  purposes  of  tbe 
Oeneral  (3oTernment,  and  render  a  resort  to  new 
taxation,  an  increased  tariff,  or  a  loan,  indispensa- 
ble, to  the  extent  of  the  distribution. 

The  estimates  of  the  receipts  from  customs  hare 
been  lessened  somewhat,  becauss  the  importation 
of  certain  articles  paying  a  duty  will,  in  1841,  bp 
partially  postponed  to  1842,  in  eonsf  quence  of  the 
great  reduction  in  the  tariff  on  them  which  will 
lake  place  in  the  latter  year  nnder  the  existing 
laws. 

So  have  they  been  on  aceoant  of  Ibe  greater  pro- 
portionate bounties  and  drawbacks  which  are  now 
returned  on  several  articles,  and  some  beneficial 
operation  anticipated  fn  m  the  Independent  Trea- 
sury in  cbecbing  speculailon. 

On  the  contrary,  the  revulsions  in  business 
which  have  occurred  since  (''■e  middle  of  1839,  and 
deeply  affeoted  the  revenue  of  .'^ome  other  countries 
as  well  as  our  own,  and  the  protracted  saspeofion 
of  specie  pay  msnts  by  many  of  the  kanks,  wbich 
ha:  continued  over  a  large  part  of  the  United  Slates 
since  Octvber  in  that  year,  «ill  probably  terminate 
soon,  by  the  salutary  reaction  of  great  commercial 
principle*;  and  that  event  mast  be  accompanied  by 
a  considetable  iiterease  of  imports  and  duties. 
Tbe  amnvnl  of  the  latter,  therefore,  has  been  esti- 
mated higher  than  the  actual  receipts  In  the  pre- 
sent year,  but  not  so  high  as  they  were  in  1839  by 
about  two  millions,  nor  so  high  as  many  anticipate 
they  will  be.  Bat  ir  the  banks  do  not  (peedily  rr- 
same,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  estima'e  will  prove 
larger,  instead  of  smaller,  than  events  will  verify. 

The  revenue  from  lands  most  continue  to  be 
lower  under  the  present  laws  ih'.n  might  olherwite 
be  expected,  becaase  that  portion  of  tbe  vast  sales 
in  1835  an.1 1836  which  were  made  to  speealators, 
must  for  somis  years  longer  come  into  tbe  market 
In  competitioo  with  the  Oovernmeni;  and  the  emi. 
graiioD  to  Texas,  as  well  as  Ihe  coniinuance  of  the 
fuspensioD  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  over 
much  of  the  West  and  Southwest,  is  likely  to  ope- 
rate injarioasly  somewhat  longer,  though  probably 
with  a  force  much  diminished. 

In  respect  to  the  estimates  for  expeneKtnres,  it 
need  only  be  observed  here,  that  any  considerable 
addition  made  by  Congress  to  tbe  neir  appropria- 
tions called  /or,  would  require  a  provision  of  far- 
ther means  to  meet  them,  correspondiog  in  amount; 
and  any  diminution  io  thosi  appropriations  woold 
also  reduce,  in  a  similar  manner,  Ihe  amount  of 
.  means  otherwise  necessary. 

Yll.  It  is  proper  to  advert  next  to  the  best  mode 
of  avoiding  any  inequality  between  the  anticipated 
receipts  and  expenditaies, either  in  1841  or  1843. 

It  has  already  been  shown  that  the  whole  amoant 
of  receipts  in  1841  will  piobably  be  snffictent  ts 
discharge  all  ordinary  expenditures,  and  those  parts 
of  the  .ouisianding  debt,  funded  or  unfunded, 
wbich  may  become  doe.  Bat  the  preservation  of 
a  suitable  balance  in  the  Treasury  may  require 
more  than  what  will  probsbly  be  left  after  satisfy- 
ing other  purposes.  The  raising  of  any  sum  for 
that  object  in  1841  could,  however,  be  obviated  by 
aathorising  a  contract  to  be  made^  under  proper 
restrictionr,  exiendios  the  period  of  payment  for  a 
portion  of  the  temporary  liabtli:ies  falling  dae  \jt_ 
(hat  year.  Yei,  in  the  opinion  of  the  andersigned, 
the  best  mode  of  providing  for  this  case  would  be, 
without  either  an  rxteosiun  of  this  kind,  or  a  loan, 
or  a  further  issue  of  Treasnry  notes,  or  a  change 
in  the  tariff;  bot  merely  by  Irsieniog  tbe  appropri- 
ations for  it.e  service  of  1841  below  the  estimates, 
or  by  passing  soch  declaratory  elauies  as  to  the 
present  tariff,  snd  such  acts  as  tojbe  public  lands, 
as  have  heretofore  been  urged  on  the  consideraticn 
of  Congress, 

The  argumenla  in  favor  of  some  farther  di- 
minution in  our  expenditures,  and  the  general 
items  in  which  the  redaction  is  considered  most 
compatible  with  the  j  ublic  interesu,  were  so  fully 
exhibited  In  ihe  last  two  annual  lepotts  as  to  render 
a  repetition  of  ihem  nnnecessary. 

It  was  then  believed  (bat  ibc  laws  could  b«  alter* 
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eJ  so  as  to  adinii  of  fare ly  cartiiling  ih>  appropri- 
alioDS  at  odcp,  tu  spch  an  exieut  ihal  the'  rzpendi- 
mres  netd  net  exceed,  in  the  aggregate,  seventeen 
or  eigbiefO  millions  yearly.  After  more  of  the 
pensiuBs  termina'e,  and  the  removal  of  the  Indians 
is  completed,  ihey  coald  be  beneficially  contracted 
to  even  le.<ts  tban  that  amount.  Sach  a  redoeiion 
as  is  first  adverted  to  seems,  therefore,  proper  to  be 
alopted  now,  Jince  it  could  be  effected  without  the 
probability  of  injcry  to  any  u<efal  national  esia- 
b'.ishment,  would  promote  pnblic  frngaliiy,  and  su- 
persede the  necesfiiy  either  of  higher  tariffs,  direct 
taxes,  or  permanent  debts. 

If  that  be  not  done,  the  secondary  measurf.<i  be- 
fore suggested,  itich  as  a  declaratory  act  to  enforce 
the  present  tariff,  a  snit&ble  modification  of  the 
drawbacks  and  bounties;  and  the  passage  of  bills 
graduating  the  price  of  public  land.<,  as  well  as 
creating  some  new  di.".tricts  for  the  sa'e  of  them, 
would  be  likdy,  if  taking  effect  early,  to  yield  a 
suitable  tupply  in  the  coune  of  the  year. 

It  will  be  ob&erved,  however,  that  (hough,  under 
either  of  these  arrangements,  enoagh  might  be  ob- 
tained wiibin  the  whole  of  1841  for  the  objects 
contemplated,  jet  not  a  due  or  sufficient  proportion 
in  the  first  quart. r;  because  by  that  time  all  the 
measute^  ate  net  likely  to  go  into  full  operatiob, 
nor  much  of  the  anticipated  increase  to  happen  in 
the  actual  receipts  of  duiies  uader  existing  laws. 
Undsnally  heavy  expenses  wi  I  also  fall  oa  that 
qoarter  in  thr  next  year.  In  addition  to  a  full  por- 
tion of  most  of  the  ciurcni  expenses,  andihe  whole 
pension  payments  for  the  first  half  of  the  ye  r,  end 
one-third  (/f  a  million,  or  more,  for  all  the  annual 
fishing  bounties,  there  will  be  imposed  on  it  most 
of  the  charges  for  the  whole  year  connected  with 
the  session  of  Congress  and  private  bills,  ax  well  as 
large  pay mrnls  for  taking  the  censu'^,  and  for  the 
first  instalment  of  the  dfbtof  this  Disiric;  several 
of  them  as  early  even  as  the  first  day  of  January. 

From  these  circumstances,  and  the  considerations 
that  all  which  is  due  from  the  banks  may  net 
be  then  paid,  and  that  the  balance  ^in  the  Trea- 
sury, under  the  policy  adopied  by  Congress  of  laie 
years,  will  of  necessity  be  small,  while  tbe  floc- 
taatiossand  inequalities  are  very  grr  at  between 
the  receipts  and  expendiiurts  in  different  poriions 
of  the  year,  to  which  we  are  constantly  exposed 
from  causes  that  have  on  former  occasions  been 
explained  at  length,  it  must  be  obvious  that  entire 
safety  requires  a  conditional  power  to  be  seasona- 
bly conferred  on  the  Executive  to  obiain  at  any 
timewiih  1S4I  such  subsidi.>iy  means  as  may  be 
needed  for  a  few  mottif,  and  as  maybe  ^uCSclent 
to  enable  the  Ttea^nry  punctually  to  discharge, 
doring  that  year,  all  the  liabilities  imposed  by  Con- 


There  is  another  contingency  under  the  existing 
laws,  as  to  dutie;,  which  requires  attention,  with  a 
view  to  be  properly  prepared  for  it;  though  legiv. 
lation  concerning  the  tnbjectis  notneces-ary  so 
early  as  in  the  other  case,  because  ihe  event  on 
which  it  depends  cannot  actually  happen  till  the 
year  1849. 

^ns  the  progressive  redaction  of  the  present  ta- 
riff, which  has  been  going  in  since,1833,  will, after 
Dicember,  1841,  tike  effect  to  a  much  larger  ex- 
tent than  heretofore.  Nearly  two  millions  and  a 
half  of  dollars  will  then  be  deducted  at  once. 
_  On  the  Ut  of  July  afterwards,  at  least  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half  moic  of  duties  will  be  removed; 
making  an  aggregate,  in  six  months,  of  ^jnite  five 
millions.  If  the'  imports  th^n  sh-.uld  not  differ 
jaoch  from  those  in  1838,  this  would  leave  an  in 
come  from  ijiem,  not  probably  exceeding  ten  or 
eleven  mi'licns  of  dollars  yearly.  It  will  lh>>rcfoie 
be  necessary  to  make  corresponding  reuucions  in 
the  expendituies  of  1842,  or  seasonably  provide 
otherwise,  in  some  permanent  manner,  to. snpply 
any  wants  likely  lo  happen  from  this  caus?. 

Shonld  Congress  conclude  thai  such  reducion  in 
the  expendituies  cannot  properly  be  made,  and  that 
•  Ihe  imports  for  1843  will  not  increase  beyond  tlio  e 
in  1889,  the  amount  of  the  defic  ency  would,  in 
those  erent»,  probably  differ  but  liit.'e  from  five 
mitlions.  Such  a  deficiency  would,  under  the-c 
cirenmstancs,  be  likely  to  b<come  permanent,  and 
may  be  considriei]  the  first  of  that  character  which 
will  occur  under  the  tariff  act  of  1833. 


The  idea  that  sncb  a  deficiency  in  lime  of  peace 
ought  to  be  ^upplied  by  issues  of  Treasury  nolfs, 
or  by  a  loan,  has  never  been  entertained  by  the 
undersigoel.  Nor  can  it  be  countenanced  by  any 
sound  principles  either  of  finance  or  political  cca- 
nomy.  The  inquiry  then  reeuis,  what  other  mode 
would  be  more  eligible?  When  we  possessed  an 
extrar^rdinary  surplus,  it  was  considered  prudent  by 
CongierS  lo  make  drposiles  with  the  Stale.*,  with  a 
view  to  be  returned  in  an  exigency,  rath;r  ihan  to 
invest  a  p<  riion  of  it  safely  and  proiloclivHy,  so  as 
to  be  lealiz  d  in  such  an  event.  It  would  tbererori* 
be  consis'ent  wjih  that  arrangement  to  recall,  in 
1843,  such  fan  of  ihe  surplus  as  may  be  then 
needed. 

That  course,  however,  appeas  not  very  likely  to 
be  adopted,  since  the  former  power  given  to  this 
Dejpariment  lo  recall  these  depo.-ites  has  bren  taken 
away  by  Congress. 

Aoolher  practicable  mode  would  be  to  resort  to 
direct  taxes.  But  this  is  so  uusuilcd  lo  Ihe  general 
habit.<:,  and  so  uncongeni^tl  lo  the  opinions  »f  most 
of  our  population,  that  its  adoption  is  not  to  be  an- 
ticipated. Sone  other  permanent  resource  must 
then  be  looke  I  lo.  The  choice  will  probably,  rest 
between  the  large  reduction  of  expenditures',  with 
the  other  accompanyiDg  measureJ  before  specified, 
and  some  extensive  modification  of  the  present  ta- 
riff. Explanations  have  heretofore  been  given  by 
the  undersigned  in  favor  of  the  former  course;  and 
it  would  probably  prov«  sufficient  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency, it  the  reduction  be  pushed  vigorously,  and 
espteiaUy  if  the  imports  after  1841  shall  exceed 
those  in  1838,  which  is  regarded  as  probable. 

But  Congress  may  ni  I  coincide  wi  h  him  in  opi- 
nion on  these  point<,  an**,  for  covering  the  contin- 
g'^ncy,  may  consider  the  adoption  of  some  perma- 
nent change  in  the  tariff  as  prefera'Me,  and  as  not 
too  early  at  the  present  session,  to  give  full  notice 
of  its  cliaiacter,  before  goiog  into  oper.vtion,in  or- 
d-r  ih«t  the  diftcrcnt  iniercsis  most  affecied  ty  it 
'shall  have  time  lo  become  gradually  adjusted  lo  its 
provisions. 

In  that  event,  it  might  be  supposed  that  the  un- 
dersigned had  avoided  due  re.'^ponsibiliiy,  and  a 
timely  di-'chargc  of  doty,  if  he  were  not  prepared 
to  offer  some  views  concerning  the  details,  as  well 
as  general  priuciplrs,  which  he  deems  applicable  to 
sach  a  change.  He  has  iherefore  examined  the 
snbjec,  and  is  ready  to  present  the  results  at  any 
moment  either  Hon&e  of  Congress  >hall  express  a 
wish  to  that  effect.  But  he  refrains  from  submit- 
ting them  without  a  special  request,  because  some 
doubt  exist ',  under  circumstances  which  CiU  be 
properly  apprecialer*,  as  to  ihe  delicacy  of>  his  dis- 
cussing a  raeature  at  th^s  lime,  which  the  Legisla- 
ture may  not  consider  it  necessary  lo  acton  till  a 
new  Congress  assembles. 

VIII.  The  mode  of  keeping  ihe  public  mopry 
recently  established  by  Congre.s,,  has  thus  far  an- 
swered the  expectations  of  this  Depaitment. 

The  numerous  labors,  perplexities,  and  delays  of 
pulling  a  new  system  into  operation,  have  been 
mostly  overcome,  and  no  losses  whatever  are 
known  lo  h,\ve  occurred  under  it. 

Some  of  (he  provisions  in  the  law  are  deemed 
objectionable  in  their  delait-',  and  are  respectfully 
recommendi-d  to  Congress  for  revision.  But  they 
are  not  tuppo'ed  lo  aff<.ct  in  ihe  slightest  degree 
any  principle  involved  in  the  measure. 

Tltns,  Ihe  ordinary  clerks  authorized  are  nume- 
rous enoagh,  yet  a  principal  one  is  needed  al  Ne« 
York  ciiy,  with  such  compensation  as  is  nsual  at  a 
place  of  so  lirge  and  important  ba-^iness.^ 

On  full  ioqiriry,  it  has  b^pn  found  also  that  no 
site  could  probably  be  purchased  for  the  erection  of 
an  I  ffice  al  Si.  Louis  which  would  be  more  >uiia- 
ble  tban  a  lul  now  owned  by  the  United  Sia'cs; 
and  it  may  be,  under  a  further  examination  which 
is  in  progress,  that  no  n»w  building  could  be  erect- 
ed on  Ihal  site,  wh'ch  wculil  prove  more  economi- 
cal an  I  conven'eni,  thin  one  which  can  be  pur- 
cha  td  already  rrec.ed.  A  suitable  change  in  the 
appropriation  on  that  tubjecl  is  iherefore  respect- 
fully recommended 

A  provision  is  iieedcd  likewise  in  rase  of  vacan- 
cies, from  any  cause  whatever,  in  the  rffices  of  re- 
ceivers general  and  treasurers.  One  has  formerly 
been  asked  in  relation  to  collectors  of  me  cusloois, 


in  ca<es  of  removals  and  expirations  of  the  terms 
ol  office,  lo  prevent  an  interregnum  in  the  dl>- 
charg«'of  the  duties.  .This  might  properly  be 
adopted  as  to  them,  and  extended  to  receivers  gen«»- 
ral  and  the  Treasurer  of  Ihe  United  States,  as  wdl 
as  of  Ihe  Mint  and  its  branches,  in  all  instances 
whatsver  of  vacancy  or  lemporsry  inaUlily  of  the 
piincipal.  Perhaps  the  least  objectionable  mode  to 
effect  this  object  wonid  be,  to  direct  that  the  chief 
clerk  of  all  these  cfiicers  should,  in  such  oase«,  and 
where  no  other  legal  provision  now  exists,  be  aa- 
ihoiized  and  required  to  discharge  those  duties,  at 
the  risk  and  under  the  responsibility  ol'  the  prinei- 
pal  and  his  securities,  till  ihe  vacancy  is  filled,  or 
the  disability  removed. 

In  consequence  of  some  defficts  in  the  phraseo- 
logy of  the  penal  parts  of  the  act,  a  new  claaae 
extending  them  to  all  disbtjrsing  officers  of  every 
character  under  Ihe  GeneialOovernment  woaM  b« 
judicious.  A  further  provision  also,  respecting 
the  places  of  deposite,  by  disbuising  officers,  at 
mi'ney  not  in  ihe  Treasury,  but  drawn  oat  aad 
put  into  ibeir  hands  for  making  payments,  appears 
necessary. 

The  keeping  r.f  such  money  is  now  regulated  by 
the  act  of  3d  of  March,  1809;  and  if  it  is  iatendefl 
to  bring  it  within  the  operation  of  the  late  law  M 
to  m  ^ney  in  Ihe  Treasury,  it  seems  proper  lo  do  so 
by  an  explicit  enactment. 

The  sectten  requiring  disbursing  officers  to  sell 
their  drafts  fot  specie  atone,  though  certain  pro- 
portions of  paper  are  allowed  to  be  received  for  all 
public  dues,  appears  not  to  be  in  symmetry  with 
those  ether  provisions.  The  general  inflaecee  of 
the  present  system  is  believed  to  have  been  thitfi 
far  salutary.  The  true  standard  of  value  has  be  hi 
rendered  more  familiar,  confidence  has  been  ia- 
created  in  tis  slabiliiy,  prices  have  graduafly  riieii, 
business  improved,  and  exchanges  altered  greatly 
for  the  better. 

If  something  has  been  or  may  le  lost  in  conve- 
nience, (which  is  not  unlikely,)  by  the  increasing 
disuse  of  a  paper  currency  for  pnblic  payment?, 
much  more  will  probably  be  gained  by  the  eit- 
cnmslances  before  enumerated,  as  well  as  by  the 
grea'er  security  in  the  use  of  specie,  ibe  more 
stable  value  impailed  by  the  present  system  to  pro- 
perty and  labor,  and  Ibe  strong  check  established 
by  it,  not  only  against  defalcations,  bat  against 
bank  expansions,  excessive  speculations,  and  com- 
mercial fiuctuaiions. 

Even  any  inconvenience  attending  (his  dtange 
in  ih<  currency  used,  it  found  particularly  embar- 
rassing, can  be  overcome  hereafter,  and  the  sys- 
tem still  luainiained,  should  Congress  feel  disposed 
to  adopt  the  measure  which  was  suggested  for  that 
purpose  by  Ihe  undersigned  in  September,  1837. 

Such  a  measure  would  often  lumish  every  ad- 
vantage of  a  circulating  medium,  easy  of  iranspor- 
lation,  of  the  highest  possible  credit,  and  at  the 
same  lime  requiring  an  equal  amount  of  specie  lo 
be  employed,  (though  in  deposi'e,)  and  viibont 
subjecting  any  of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  Govern- 
ment lo  that  legal  dependence  on  corpcratioss  for 
their  management,  which  is  so  objectionable  ia 
many  respectv,  as  never  lo  have  been  aiiempied  in 
the  management  of  any  <'f  iis  other  affairs,  civil  or 
military. 

The  topici  of  the  condition  of  the  baiilts  of  the 
Union;  the  state  of  the  currency;  the  proper  places 
of  deposite  for  the  public  funds,  and  other  matters 
immediately  connected  with  them,  have  engressed 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  annual  reports  froaa 
thn  Department  for  several  yeais. 

Bui  the  keeping  of  the  mt  ney  in  Ihe  Treatury 
being  eow  separated  from  the  banks,  and  the  kind 
of  money  to  be  received  and  paid  ooi  5ied  by  near 
legal  provision^,  it  is  not  c.'n-idfred  material  at 
this  time  further  lo  discn^s  these  mztlerr,  thin  lo 
submit  the  general  remarks  nhich  will  be  found  at 
Ibe  close  of  this  commanicalion. 

IX.  Some  miscellaneous  topics  connected  with 
Ihe  finances  deserve  a  brief  notice. 

The  varioon  measures  heretofore  recommended 
to  Congress  bf  the  undersigned,  and  which  have 
not  yet  been  finally  acted  on,  aie  again  t(i<peeifa]- 
ly  recalled  to  its  a'teniiun. 

Withool  reeapitnlaiing  them,.il  will  be  found,  on 
a  reference  lo  former  reports.  Huh  many  of  the  sab> 
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jecta  possecn  mach  importance  in  a  fis^a1  view,  and 
erery  year's  nperi«nce  has  Mreiigihened  the  con- 
victioo  of  the  usefulness  ol'  eaily  a/Jion  upon 
them. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  Hale  that,"  since  the  last 
ses  ion,  the  Neapolitan  GoTernment,  oader  il-i  trea- 
ty of  lademoity,  ha«  paid  promptly  anoiber  insiaV 
meat,  which  this  Drpartmrnt  has  been  enabled  to 
ha»e  remitted  hoiie  cwly,  and  distributed  among 
the  claimants. ' 

The  •ittjation  of  ibe  Oeneral  Lund  Office,-  and 
it«  operations  wiibin  the  year,  will  be  submitted  se- 
parately in  a  few  days. 

Six  old  land  districts  have  been  rerfnlly  dlsccn- 
llnoed,  under  the  act  of  June  12,  1840.  It  is  be- 
liewd  that  tome  others  might  economically  and  nse- 
foUy  be  abolished  by  Congress,  though  not  coming 
within  tbe  provisions  ol  that  law.  Surh'  is  the 
oSee  at  Orecnsborg,!  Louisiana.  One  district  io 
lodiaoa,  inelnding  tbe  capital  of  the  State,  is 
Ibonght,  from  its  peculiar  position,  to  require  spe- 
cial trgiclation  to  exempt  it  Irom  the  operatioo  ol 
the  late  act. 

This  occasion  is  taken,  also,  to  renew  the  recom* 
mendaiians,  before  presented  by  this  Department  to 
Congress  and  the  appropriate  committees,  for  the 
ditconiinuance  of  Certain  officers  now  employed  in 
tbe  cidlection  of  duties,  whose  further  services,  it 
has  been  Ixtieved,  could  be  safely  dispensed  with, 
in  ooasequetce  of  the  redooiion  in  business  of  late 
years  ai  the  diffierent  places  where  they  are  station- 
ed. Thry  include  some  collectois  and  naval  oifi- 
etiT,  and  ^everaI  sarvryor;,  amonntirg  in  all  to 
ti;h<eeB,  but  whose  offices  cannot  be  abolished 
without  new  legislation. 

All  the  sub^'rdinate  custom-house  officer;,  which 
il  is  Competent  for  this  Department,  without  such 
legi^latioo,  to  dispense  with,  and  whose  siiuation 
was  in  other  respects  similar,  have  already  been 
disconiinutd,  including,  within  two  years,  more 
than  ftl'ly  offieec,  and, besides  ihose,  five  vessels  and 
boats,  with  neatly  one  hncdred  men,  in  the  cutter 
service.  In  about  forty  other  ca^es,  the  compensa- 
tion  of  ■officers  and  light-bouse  keepers  has  been  re- 
daeed. 

X.  In  doling  this  last  annual  report  of  the  un- 
dersigned, it  may  be  expefcted  that  he  woald  ad- 
vert, for  a  momont,  to  tbe  general  character  of 
some  of  our  fiaaneial  operations  during  the  period 
ofhis  connection  with  the  Tieasury  Department. 

Tliongh  employed  in  different  Executive  offices 
nearly  ten  years,  he  has  been  connected  with  the 
Tieasury  only  from  'Ax  to  seven  of  them. 

During  this  term  there  has  occuried  much  to 
evince  the;  great  fiscal  power,  as  well  as  prosperity 
of  the  Uaion.  Some  reverses  have,  at  iime.«,  over- 
ttlwn  the  rashness  disiplayed  by  parts  of  the  com- 
manity  in  certain  branches  bnsiaeas,  and  have  cx- 
teoded  their  adverse  influences  to  the  revenue  de- 
pendent npon  them.  Bat  the  period  and  the  coun- 
try, as  a  whole,  have  been  almost  unexampkd  in 
prosperous  developments. 

Thus,  in  respect  to  our  receipts.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  anosaal  revnlsion»  in  imports  on  two  r.cca- 
sions,  so  sensibly  lessening  the  revenue;  notwith- 
standing any  losses  sustainrd  in  those  crise;,  by  the 
Government,  ibroogh  eRlc-n:,  banks,  or  merchants; 
and  notwithstanding  tho  biennial  reduction  in  the 
daties,  which  has  by  law  been  constantly  going 
on,  as  well  as  the  remission  of  several  millions 
10  railroad  corporations,  and  under  new  judicial 
eonstraction!:;  yet  our  condition  has  been  so 
flonrf.shin);,  as  to  yield  a  revenue  during  that 
lime  sufficient,  after  all  those  deductions,  te  ao- 
complisli  the  following  important  results.  It  has 
eaabled  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  current  expend!- 
tares  of  the  Gtoverament,  f.s  well  as  the  extraordi- 
nary on«s  by  Indian  wars,  treaiiev,  and  other  costly 
meaaures,  and,  withont  imposing  any  new  taxes, 
orhigheriarifr,  and  without  any  new  funded  debt 
whatever,  but  exlingni^hin;  considerable  remains 
otibe  old  one,  and  paying  the  interest  on  that  as- 
samedforthisiDisirict.tosave  the  unprecedented  sur- 
plus of  tnore  than  twenty-eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  depo«iie  the  same  with  the  States  for 
safe  keeping  till  needed  by  tbe  General  GoTem- 
menr. 

The  only  peimaneat  aid  in  effeeting  ihi^,  beyond 
t|M.reeeip-alroin  ordinary  soarces,  has  Leen  the 


debt  due  from  the  United  States  Bank,  of  about  eight 
millions,  and  the  Treasury  notes  now  ouistaudikg, 
eqaal  lojiearly  four  and  a  half  millions.  But  dur- 
ing that  period,  a  sum  not  far  from  the  first  amount 
has  b"en  appii'd  to  the  dischaige  of  the  principal 
and  interest  of  the  old  funded  debt;  so  that,  to- 
wards the  payitirnt  of  all  other  expense.^-,  only  be- 
twren  four  and  five  millions,  beyond  what  was 
temporary,  and  what  has  already  beea  refunded  or 
adjuited,  have  been  received  from  any  extraneous 
source  whatever. 

It  follows,  therefore,  lliat  ihe  current  revenue, 
natwilbslinding  all  reductions,  has  been  adt  quate 
t'>  defray  bptb  the  ordinary  and  extraordioaiy  de- 
mand^ and,  after  taking  from  what  is  deposited 
w. lb  the  Siaie«,  sufficient  to  extinguish  every  kind 
of  indebtedness  created  onacconat  of  the  General 
Government  during  Ibe  same  period,  to  leave  on 
hand  the  large  balance  of  nearly  twenty-four  mil- 
lions. 

It  is  tru£  that  the  available  si  ms  in  Ihe  Treasury 
at  the  commencement  and  clese  of  tbe  ^riod  in 
question  will  probablyprove  different  in  am->uni; 
but  if  made  equal,  a  surplus  would  still  be  left, 
which  is  likely  to  exceed  seventeen  or  eighteen  mil- 
lions of  doll.\ry. 

Beside  this  recorded  arvidence  ( f  the  pro.«perily 
of  the  c:  on  try  and  tbe  fiscal  ability  of  the  General 
Government  in  those  years,  it  is  gratifying,  amidst 
many  misapprehensions  concerning  the  subject,  to 
irfleet  on  another  circumstance  connected  with  our 
finaricial  operations,  which  has  also  become  matter 
of  history.  It  is  thi.';;  Tnouph  destitute  of  ihe  aid 
of  a  United  Stales  Bank  asa  fiscal  agent  duiiog  hat 
period,  and  b» filed  by  various  unremedied  imper- 
fections io  the  laws  ronnected  wiih  the  finances,  as 
well  as  embarrassed  bv  two  su'^penslons  of  rpecie 
payments  by  many  r.f  the  Sla;»  banks — one  sti'l 
cuntittttin;;  yet  the  Treasury  has  been  able  to  mai>e 
its  vast  collections,  irans'ers,  and  piymenlr,  with 
prompliiude,  and  in  most  c.'srs  with  specie  ir  its 
eqtiivalrnt. 

Some  correct  judgment  can  be  formed  of  the  ex- 
tent aa4^d  fficnliy  of  the.<e  fp'rations,  when  it  is 
lecollected  that  the  whole  sums  which  have  thns 
bern  collected,  without  deducting  fraction?,  added 
to  thcte  inms  which  have  been  paid  over  chiefly 
by  another  class  of  i  ffi  ers,  have  exoeedjd 
the  extraordinary  aggregate  of  (360  000,000, 
and  been  dispersed  over  a  territory  of  nearly 
two  million  .quare  miles  in  extent.  It  is,  more- 
over, ascertained  that  the  whole  losses  within 
the  same  lime  by  defaul's,  large  and  small,  and 
in  a. I  kinds  of  tlRces,  will  probably  not  rqual 
half  of  one  per  cent,  on  that  amount;  and  how- 
ever official  delinqaencies  may,  in  seme  ca^.e«, 
have  inevitably  been  aggravated  by  the  nnpre- 
cedenied  ."peculations  of  tbe  times,  and  by 
great  revulsions  and  failures  among  banks 
and  individuals,  those  losses  will  not  be  one-fourih 
so  large,  in  proportion  to  the  amounts  collected  and 
paid,  as  in  .some  previous  terms,  when  the  system 
under  a  United  Siate.s  Bank  was  in  full  operation. 

A  few  words  may  be  proper  as  to  the  expcndi- 
tuns  (luring  the  same  period.  Though  they  were 
of  neces.«ity  augmented  by  some  of  the  circum- 
stances before  mentioned,  two  Indian  treaties  only, 
out  of  a  larg'!  number,  having  already  involved  us 
in  the  expense  of  nearly  twenty-three  millions  of 
dollar.'';  yet  the  aggrgate  of  all  has  been  much  re- 
duced since  the  influences  of  those  causes  and  tbe 
impulses  of  an  overflowing  T'casury  have  dimi- 
nished. Tbe  expenditure*  have  fallen  yearly  since 
1837,  till  they  ate  now  only  twemy-two  and  a  half 
m  Itions  independent  of  any  debt  and  trusts,  and 
aie  supposed  to  be  in  prrgreis  to  a  still  lower 
amount. 

'  The  under$it;ncd  has  earnestly  urged  a  more  rapid 
reduction.  He  has  has  considered  the  great  safe- 
guard against  a  too  spleodiil  central  government, 
which  would  censtanily  threaten  to  overshadow  all 
State  iitdcpendence,and  attract  the  ambition  of  most 
of  ilie  friends  of  Stale  Rinhis  from  humb'er  pa  hs  of 
frugality  and  principle  into  the  dazzling  vortex  of 
higher  p^itronage,  honor?,  and  emoloments.  While 
the  siimulaots  to  exeessei  shall  continue  to  lessen, 
nothing  will  be  necesssary  to  insure  tbe  farther  suc- 
cess of  an  eeonomieal  policy,  but  perseveranee  in 
retrenchments,  wherever  they  are  practicable  with- 


out injury  to  tbe  pnblic  interests.  The  removals  of 
Indians  being  mostly  finished,  and  the  chief 
causes  of  frontier  wars  exiingui>lied,  unless  new 
objects  of  expendttuie  b.-  selected,'ur  a  great  eii- 
largem^nt  given  lb  tome  already  exiiitiiig,  the 
whole  amount  mu.^t,  of  ueoesniy,  conitact  ber«afier 
very  rapidly.  The  saoie  result  will  be  further 
promoted  by  the  deaths  of  pensioners,  increasing 
through  advanced  agr,  and  the  completion  of  many 
pnblic  woi^^  as  well  as  by  persisting  in  a  firm  po- 
licy to  avoid  tbe  wa&teful  expense  of  anneeessaiy 
foreign  collisionF,and-to  refrain  from  those  lavish 
expeudiiotes  for  certain  domestic  objecLo,  over 
which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Gkneral  Guvernmeni 
is  often  questionable,  and  which  always  open  tfaa 
widest  door  to  extravagance,  favoritism,  and  eoi> 
rap  I  ion. 

One  of  the  greate-t  evili  Io  the  public  service,  as 
well  ,as  to  tbe  security  of  private  business,  doting,  a 
part  of  the  above  period,  has  consisted  in  the  doc. 
tuations  lo  which  bcah  have  been  subjected. 

With  only  a  single  year  interveniof,  and  with- 
out any  material  change  io  tbe  tariff,  or  any  what- 
ever lu  ibe  price  of  the  public  land.",  we  have  seen 
the  revenue  from  ordinary  sources  suddenly  vary 
from  nearly  fifty  millions  annually  to  eighteen;  and, 
on  two  occasions  siiice,  vibrate  to  the  extraordi- 
nary extent  of  nearly  eight  and  eleven  millioas 
yearly. 

The  transactions  of  individuals  upon  which  ovr 
revenue  depends,  must,  of  course,  have  undergone 
an  unusaal  change  at  the  same  time. 

The  imporis  fell  within  two  year.*,  in  Ihe  case 
first  referred  to,  from  near  one  biindred  and  ninety 
millions  Io  one  hundred  anij  fourteen;  and  in  the 
single  year  just  passed,  fell  almost  sixty  millions. 
Such  inflatiou.s  and  contraction-:  muet  be  destruc- 
tive of  all  confidence  in  calculations  for  ihe  future, 
while  the  caa.ses  of  them  sbail  continue  >o  operate 
unremedied. 

What  were  those  caused 

Tney  will  be  found  to  have  been  chiefly  conneet- 
ed  with  the  abases  of  banking.  Oa  the  occasion 
first  referred  to,  they  were  the  superabandanoe 
of  a  fictitious  medium  of  (Tirciilation,  with  the  at- 
tendant overtrading  and  speculations  in  183G,  and 
the  consequent  suspensions  of  specie  payments  in 
1837,  as  well  as  tbe  disasters  and  scarcity  of  any 
medium  till  the  tatter  part  of  A.  D.  1838.  Then 
another  expaniion  coiLmenced,  extending  into 
1839,  and 'accompanied  by  another  iiirrea«e  in  im- 
ports of  nearly  fifty  millioas,  which  ended  again  iit 
the  conlraciions  by  bank.s,  suspensions,  and  com- 
mercial reverses,  which  have  suddenly  reduced  the 
impoiU  if  1840  more  than  one-third,  and  in  many 
places  augmented  seriously  the  embarra.s»mfat^ be- 
fore existing  from  similar  vacillitioos  ia  the  paper 
currency. 

How  far  some  imprudences  abroad,  at  the  same 
time,  similar  lo  these,  though  in  a  coontry  enjoying 
any  advantages  which  can  result  from  a  Nalioi^al 
Bank,  may  have  augmented  ihe  evils  here,  by 
means  of  the  intimate  moneyed  relations  between 
us,  need  not  now  be  difcutsed,  tboogh  probably 
thfir  inUuence  was  large  and  unfavorable. 

The  causes  first  named  were,  likewise,  in  full 
operation  here  in  1816  and  1817,  and'were  suc- 
ceeded by  many  of  ihe  same  depluiable  eonse' 
quences  in  1819  and  1820.  One  followed  tbe 
other  as  inevitably  as  the  ebb  of  Ibe  tide  succeeds 
its  flood. 

Toe  great  principles  of  trade  can  never  be  long 
violated  with  impunity;  and  any  fictitioas  or  unna- 
tural txce^  of  credit  soon  ends  ii)  revulsions,  as  the 
essence  of  legitimate  commerce  consists  in  an  ex- 
change of  values  for  each  other,  or  of  values  for 
what  truly  repres^n's  valaes,  and  can  be  readUy 
converted  into  them. 

All  business  otherwise  becMimes  a  mere  game  of 
hazard;  speculation  munt  enter  into  every  affair  of 
life;  riches  and  poverty  will  te  dependent  on  Ihe 
merest  bubblei;  prices  will  change  ofiener  than  the 
wind;  regularity  in  receipts  and  expenditures  be 
impossible;  estimates  for  tbe  future,  wiieiher  in 
public  or  private  matters,  become  mere  conjecturee; 
tariffs  requite  yearly  alteration  to  meet  the  fluctua- 
lions  of  bU'-iness;  and  the  community  be  kept  un- 
der the  constant  excitement  and  deptsssion  of  the 
hot  and  cold  fits  of  a  violei^t  fever. 
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Report  of  the  Seentari/  of  War. 


Sen.  H.  of  Reps. 


The  •««  i«in«ly  ««"«'•''»  '^'*-  '''  •»•«  «^«- 
Midimeai  of «  National  Brnnk,  wm  snppj  wd,  tformg 
m  few  enMiog  ye«w,to  b»TC  a«!«riT«led  Ihwe  evil-; 
•ad  the  Dexi  lemwly,  •dopted  in  1824  by  a  high  »- 
rit  did  Bot  prerew  the  low  prices  »nd  bankropi- 
etes  of  1895,  wbieb  covered  the  eoantrjr  with 
wracks  and  niin. 

Uadoobiedly,  the  Vm  relief  oo  sach  occasions  is 
to  be  foand  ia  removing  the  caase  of  the  disrave. 
So  far  as  regards  ibe  Oeneral  OorerDDuni,  this 
waa  ancmpied  in  1837,  and  since,  by  gradaally 
wiibdrawiog  from  the  nse  of  banlts  and  iheir  pa- 
per in  iis  fiscal  opera'ions,  so  as  neither  to  siimn- 
late  nor  C'  niract  their  isiaes  by  other  inflaeoees 
than  ordinary  bosiness;  and  by  urging  on  those, 
who  aiighl  fiad  their  employment  sometimes  nseftil, 
a  closer  ncard  in  doing  ii,  lo  the  safe  and  sober  in- 
ftaencfs  of  tlie  oniversal  laws  of  trade,  as  well  a« 
aa  infl'Xible  adherence  to  the  consiiiniional  stan- 
dard of  valae. 

Wnile  the  43eneral  Government  f  hall  continue  to 
pntsoe  sach  a  conrte^t  will  mitigate  and  check  the 
evils  which  oibTs  prodaee,  and  which  they  alone, 
under  the  limitations  in  the  Constiintion,  are  able 
entirely  to  remove.  At  all  event*,  it  will  faithfully 
perform  a  momcntotis  duly,  and  exhibit  a  nsefM 
example  for  imitation. 

In  tperiod  of  peace  and  comparative  exemption 
from  pnbtie  debt,  as  well  ai  from  serious  difflenlty 
in  fiiMkneial  operations,  it  wonM  hardly  seem  pro- 
per to  attempt  mere  by  assnmpiioos  of  doubtful 
powe's,  and  by  forced  con&traetions  in  favor  of 
aiMsQres  by  no  moans  certain,  if  adopted,  not  to 
aggravate  rather  than  diminish  existing  evils,  and 
not  to  prod'ice  others  of  a  c'laraeter  still  mote  dan- 
gerCMW .  Mneh  less  can  it  be  consid;red  re.speciful 
either  lo  S  ate  rightu  or  the  people,  and  certainly 
not  oomp(t«Dt,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned, 
to  exercise  such  powers  by  creating  mone}  ed  cor- 
porations among  them,  which  many  of  ibeir  num- 
ber have  repeatedly  denoaneed  asnneonstiintional, 
and  the  authority  to  fstablish  which  was  originally 
lefosed  rather  than  confi<Jed  to  the  Genrral  Oo- 
▼emment  by  the  people  and  the  States  that  formed 
iu  Bat  soma  other  powrrs  expressly  eonrerred 
can,  wiihont  question,  be  exereiied  further  than  has 
yet  been  dene  by  Congrcv,  and  in  snch  a  manner 
as  to  produce  very  beneficial  crnseqnencei  upon 
Ibeeurreaey.  Still,  it  is  hoped  they  will  never  be 
pushed  to  as  to  trespass  on  ^ronnd  rrally  doubtful 
under  the  Constitniion,  and  prevent  the  Sutes 
fiom  continuing  to  exercise  all  the  legitimate  an- 
tltority  the;  now  poisess  as  te  banks  and  debt-, 
however  much  it  may  be  regretted  that  f.nblic 
opinion  his  not  yet  run  wiih  more  strength  egainst 
the  abases  of  both,  and  led  to  their  prompt  corrrc- 
lion.  It  is  not  proposed  at  this  time  to  go  into  the 
consideration  of  farther  details  on  these  points. 
But  the  danger  to  be  guarded  against  now,  seems 
to  he  ratlier  of  an  opposite  character  from  that  of 
overaetion  by  the  Oeneral  Governm<nt  in  the 
exercise  of  its  ecpres)  powers.  On  the  con. 
traiy,  apprtheubions  exist  that  it  may  not  con. 
tinne  firm  in  the  support  of  alt  which  has  al- 
ready been  accomplished  in  connection  with  the  cur- 
rency If  it  should  not,  and  rhonld  thus  not  aid 
to  eorreet  In  any  degree  the  rashness  of  many  to 
foiee  tomctbiag  liln  a  formidable  steam  power 
into  all  kinds  of  bosiness,  without  dne  guards  tn 
prevent  eonsiant  and  fatal  explosions,  my riada  of 
individuals,  as  well  as  some  CDrporations  and 
States,  are  likely  to  be  overwhelmed  in  still  wider 
ndn,  and  will  ei«  long  probably  look  to  no  escape 
except  the  applieation  of  the  sponge  of  a  general 
bankrapt  law  to  all  private  Habilitle.o,  and  the  uo- 
constiintional  assumption  of  the  public  ones  by  the 
Oeneral  Oovernn  ent,  so  as  lo  tax  oppressively 
those  pot  lions  of  the  community  who  have  any 
diing  left  to  pay  for  the  losses  and  follies  of  the 
rest. 

A  remedy  which  has  been  adverted  to  by  some, 
and  which  consists  in  the  creation  of  more  credit, 
to  cure  the  mi;chief  of  an  existing  excess  of  credit, 
or  tlie  formation  of  larger  baoki  with  like  power 
of  abases,  in  order  to  correct  smaller  onei,  must 
tiaually  acgravate  ihe  evil;  and  therefore,  where  it 
is  free  from  constitutional  objecions,  may,  i  i  point 
*' •«Pf^«n'y  alone,  well  be  discountenanced. 

A  plan  of  free  banking,  adopted  by  the  Bta'es, 


properly  guarded  and  secured  by  provisions  simi- 
lar to  those  recommended  by  ihf  nndersignrd  as 
long  ago  as  1836,  with  such  others  as  reflection 
and  experience  may  sanction,  appears  far  (Ttfera- 
b!e.  Bat,  independent  of  that,  no  changes  in  the 
present  system,  as  to  banks,  seem  worthy  of  .strenu- 
ous exertion;,  except  those  whore  direct  object  shall 
be  to  make  safer,  to  restrict,  control,  and  regu:ate 
better  the  institutions  that  already  exist  rather  than 
to  incorporate  more.  Above  all,  should  public 
eOorls  be  directed  to  strengthen  the  certainly  of 
prompt  specie  payments  as  to  all  not^s  out,  and  of 
a  nearer  approach  to  uniformity  in  the  amount  of 
issues  in  similar  sta  es  of  trade;  and  of  specie  bn 
hand, instead  of  multiplying  them  for  speculation 
or  cupidity,  and  thus  keeping  op  a  succession  of 
expansions  and  comraction.o,  which  will  only  in- 
flame the  existing  disorders,  and  render  the  continu- 
ance of  great  flsciaations  in  all  public  as  weU  as 
privste  aflfairs  uuavni  lable,  endless,  and  ruinotis. 
With  much  respect, 

LBVI  WOODBtJRr, 
Secretary  of  ihc  Treasury. 
To  the  PRBsiDtNT  of  the  Senate  of  the  U.  S. 


BEPORT  OP  THE  SECRBTARYOP  WAR. 

Win  DsPABTMEIlT, 

December  5,  1840. 

Sib:  Since  my  report  of  ihe  last  year  m  the  se- 
veral branches  of  the  public  service  committed  lo 
my  charge,  the  army  has  been  actively  and  usefully 
employed  in  Florida,  and  on  the  Northern  and 
Western  frontiers. 

The  design  entertained  by  the  Departmsnt,  of 
keeping  the  regiments  entire,  and  cencen'rating  the 
troops  whenever  it  is  practicable  to  do  so,  has  been 
persevered  in  with  the  mott  beneficial  lesulis.  A 
etrnmencement  has  libewiEe  been  made  in  esta- 
blishing depots  for  the  reception  of  the  -recruits  of 
each  sepatate  regiment,  where  they  may  be  dii'led 
and  disciplined  before  they  are  sent  rff  to  their  re- 
spective stations  in  garrison  or  in  the  fieM.  The 
recruit  ought  never  to  be  sent  to  juin  bis  company 
on  service,  until  he  is  thoroughly  tanght  the  duly 
of  the  soldier,  and  this  insiiuction  will  be  better 
given  at  regimental  than  at  general  r'epoL*.  By  di- 
viding each  reciment  into  two  bodies,  in  th«  man 
ner  proposed,  every  important  &iatii<n  in  the 
country  may  be  occupied,  either  as  a  place  cf  de- 
pot or  a  rendezvous  of  the  legiment;  and,  by  a 
proper  distiibu'ion  of  the  latter,  the  intermediate 
ioilsmay  be  temprarily  ocru|iied  by  patiial  detach- 
ments, without  injury  to  the  discipline  of  the  whole 
ce.rps.  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  the  adnp'ion  ot 
this  method  of  distributing  our  little  army  in  time 
of  peace.  To  divide  it  into  small  permanent  de- 
tachments will  be  to  destroy  its  efliciercy  and  its 
discipline,  and,  in  the  event  cf  war,  to  expose  the 
posts  to  be  captured,  and  the  whole  retcniar  forces 
of  Ibe  country  to  be  useles>ly  sacrificed.  Apart 
from  Ibat  natural  and  well-grounded  jealousy 
justly  enteriained  against  the  existduce  of  a  la<ge 
standing  army  ia  our  country,  sound  policy  and  a 
doe  regard  for  economy  render  fuch  an  ctablsh- 
ment  altogether  nnadvisabie;  and  it  becomes  ne- 
ecMiary,  therefore,  to  provide  other  means  of  de- 
fending our  northern  and  marilime  frontiers  sgainst 
the  dangers  to  which  they  would  be  exposed  at  the 
commenexment  of  a  war.  None  oiher  occur  to 
me,  than  those  I  have  already  leeommended,  vizi 
Central  positions  fbr  the  regular  fcrces,  from 
which  they  eould  move  upon  any  point  of  attack  or 
defence;  and  such  an  orgaQ'zation  of  the  volun- 
teer or  militia  forces  as  would  enable  them  to 
maintain  the  posts  intrusted  to  their  cbsrge  until 
relieved  by  the  regular  troops:  a  system  which 
ongbt  lobe  matured  in  time  of  peace. 

For  the  Western  frontiers,  posts,  garrisoned  by 
regular  troops,  cannot  be  difpeased  with.  They 
need  not  be  very  large;  but  they  ooght  lo  be  con- 
structed of  fire-proi<f  materials,  and  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  be  defensible  by  a  small  ganison 
against  any  number  of  men  not  provided  widi  artil- 
lery. A  plan  which  will  efl'i  ct  these  objects  pef- 
ftclly  has  been  devised  by  the  Chief  Engineer, 
and  been  adopted.  The  quarters  for  the  men  ought, 
likewise,  to  be  built  of  durable  materials,  and  be  per. 
manently  furnished  with  iron  single  bedsteads,  in 


lieu  of  the  double  and  treble  wooden  banks  now  ia 
use.  This  change,  for  obviobs  reasons,  should  be 
introduced  into  all  the  barracks  in  the  United 
Sutes. 

The  chief  and  best  position  for  the  eoncenliatsoa 
of  troops,  independently  of  the  regimental  mdez- 
vous,  is,  for  the  Northern  frontier,  near  Albany ,ia  tbe 
State  of  Netir  fork;  and  near  St.  LooL«,  in  Missouri, 
for  the  Western — points  from  which  easy  eommw- 
nicaiions  radiate  to  every  part  of  those  exteasiTe 
lines  of  defence,  and  whence  troops  may  be  trans- 
ported with  certainty  and  rapidity  wherever  their 
pietence  may  be  reqn'rcd.  For  the  mariiise  frea- 
lier  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  1  would  recomaund,  tn 
addition  lo  the  permaneai  fortiilealioas  planned  fur 
its  defence,  and  now  being  erected,  the  establish- 
ment of  a  depot,  somewhere  below  the  tails  of  the 
Ohio,  for  armed  sea  stearavessels.  This  woald 
seem  to  famish  the  best  means  of  bringing  Uie  van 
power  of  the  npper  country  to  the  defence  of  the 
coasi,  and  of  using  it,  «ben  there,  in  the  most  effi- 
cient manner,  A  certain  number  of  veswb  of  war 
might  be  kept  in  conitant  readiness,  suong  enough 
to  eirry  a  goed  battery,  and  light  enough  to  deseeod 
the  river  at  all  season.«,  and  to  cross  the  bars  of  liie 
Mississippi.  These  boats  ought  to  be  of  iron,  as 
combining  lightness,  strength,  and  darability;  and 
might  be  oonsirneted  of  the  requititesize  for  aboat 
filty  thousand  dollars  each.  Materials  should  he 
collected  for  the  construction  of  boats  to  be  buSt  of 
wood,  and  stored  until  wanted;  when,  with  the  vast 
resources  in  workshops  and  mechanics  aloag  the 
shores  of  the  Ohio,  they  might  be  put  together  in  a 
VI  ry  short  time,  and  a  fleet,  equipped  and  manned 
with  Ihe  hardy  boatmen  of  the  Western  walen  and 
a  few  able-bodied  seamen,  might  be  floated  lo  the 
ocean,  fully  equal,  with  Ihe  existing  and  cenlea- 
plated  foriificatidus,  to  protect  the  whole  Onif  Iron- 
tier.  The  very  able  report  on  the  defences  of  the 
country,  made  by  a  board  of  di^linnisbad  oSceis, 
and  submitted  to  Congress  during  the  last  senioa, 
proves  conclusively  the  absolnte  necessity  of  pnserv- 
lagand  continningonrsystem  oTp^trmanentanritime 
works  of  defence,  and  exhibits  in  the  clearest  manaer 
their  superiority  over  floating  batterios  of  any  and 
every  description.  In  this  vie  w  of  the  subject  I  fnOy 
concur,  and  even  think  that  the  facility  with  whieh 
our  coasts  and  barbers  may  be  approaelied  and 
entered  by  steam  vessels  of  war  readers  Strang 
permanent  works  more  than  ever  necessary.  The 
projectiles  which  will  be  used  in  future  wars 
will,  from  their  size  and  description,  prove  de- 
siractive  to  any  wooden  battery,  and  give  aa  im- 
mense advantage  to  stone  walls  over  any  fabrics 
that  can  be  penetrated  by  shell*.  It  may  be  pro- 
per hi!ie  to  rtmark,  that  the  capture  of  the  castle 
of  San  Juan  d»  Ulloa,  at  Vera  Craz,  has  led  many 
pertens  to  suppose  ihst  »tone  revetments  might  be 
destroyed  by  sitelts.  This  is  inooneel.  Afker  dMt 
event,  I  caused  experiments  to  be  made  at  Old  Point 
Comfort,  by  firing,  at  point-blank  range  against  a 
stone  wall  erected  lor  the  purpose;  the  shells  broke 
against  it,  making  very  little-  impression.  No 
doubt,  tbeiefore,  need  be  enlertainetlof  the  ability 
of  our  building  materials  to  resist  holtow  shot.  I 
do  not  think,  however,  that  the  penaanrnt  works 
should  be  the  only  defencei  relied  upon,  bat  re- 
gard moveable  steam-batteries  as  essential  auxili- 
aries. These  enght  not,  in  my  opinion,  to 
be  large  vessels,  but  of  light  dianght  of  water, 
capable  of  earrylDg  two  guns  lor  throwing 
shells  cf  eight  or  ten  inches  diameter,  and  so 
con-trueted  «s  to  present  a  small  iuriaee  to 
the  fire  of  an  enemy.  These  sieam»batteries 
should  bemanned  by  artillerymen,  and  bsnnderihe 
command  of  the  officer  charged. with  the  defsnoe  of 
the  harbor  fortifications,  so  as  to  tecure  barmtmy  of 
action.  In  order  o  test  the  praeiie ahiKiy  of  mak- 
ing bomb-cannon  of  the  calibre  ol  ten  inches,  the 
Chief  of  the  Ordnance,  Colonel  Bomtord,  was  sew 
to  Boston,  where  he  has  conducted  a  aeries  of  ex- 
periments wiU)  the  most  satisractory  results.  I  re- 
commend that  these  gnns  be  adopted  into  the  ser- 
vice, and  form  part  of  the  atmaEent  of  onr  fortifi- 
eaii'  ns,  and  of  our  steam  flsating  batteries.  Sons 
successful  expe:  iment  have,  likewis<>,  been  made 
with  war  r-  ekeis;  and  a  machioe  constructed  for 
preparing  them  Sppeais  to  answer  (be  purpose  |C(- 
ffecily. 
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Tbe  great  amount  of  property  fecied  by  tbe  Go- 
'VcniDMit  io  arms,  amoanting  to  urerai  millioDs 
of  doUuB,  no  less  (ban  the  risk, to  the  national  safe- 
ty tor  adoptui(  any  newinreotiona  withotitbeiog'con- 
▼iaoed.  of  (heir  Mtperiority,  by  long-tried  experi- 
— Ifl  ia  the  fltlri,  has  indneed  mr,  generally,  to 
diseonnleiuuMse  tbeir  iniMdnetion  into  tbe  service.  I 
r«ar  that  every  attempt  (o  increase  the  rapidity  of 
flring,  such  as  faeilitatinf  tbe  loading  by  opening 
the  breecb.  or  by  ronttiplying  the  ebambers  of  tiM 
gU,  will  fail,  a«  tbey  bare  kiUurto  done,  after  in- 
▼olring  the  doramment  in  great  expense.  There 
is,  bovevfr,  one  improvement,  wbicb  has  been 
fairly  tested  ia  the  field  by  the  armies  of  Earope , 
aad  whM>  prraents  s*  many  decided  and  ascer- 
taiaed  adramages,  ibat  I  am  eoesiraiDed  ts  reeom- 
■tend  iisadf'ption-intooar  seivice— I  msxn  the  sub 
atilotioD  of  petcossion  for  flint  locks.  The  altera- 
tiog  may  be  made  on  the  motkets  now  in  the  jtrse- 
Mtk;  and  measnies  ought  to  be  adopted  to  coiMtnict 
all  new  arao,  whether  rifles  or  miukela,  with  per- 
cntcioa  locks. 

HaTiag  repeatedly  recommended,  W'thoat  efiect, 
the  eWahlMHnent  of  a  national  foundry;  and  hav- 
inc  raasoa  to  fear  the  most  ser.ons  conseqoences  to 
the  serriee  fren  the  want  of  proper  regulation'!  to 
goTen  the  cootrsois  with  private  establishmenir; 
with  yoor  cotHent,  I  sent  to  Europe  the  board  of 
ofll«ei«  who  bad  been  for  some  lime  employed  in 
flsiag  die  patterns,  forms,  and  dimensions  of  the 
■itiHer^,  in  win.  r  that  they  might  acquire  saoh  in- 
fiwaiaiiot  as  would  enable  tbe  depart  mm  t  permn- 
iHaily  to  regulate  this  important  branch  of  tb«  ter- 
Tiee.  I  «m  happy  to  siate  that,  wherever  ihey 
have  been,  the  national  establishmenta  have  been 
Ihrowa  open  to  them,  and,  with  praiseworthy  libe- 
rality, every  teeility  afforded  to  their  researches. 
Tbey  have  rciomed  home,  after  hav  ng  attained 
all  flie  advantages  which  were  expected  fVom  their 
invesiigaiions;  a^d  the  knowltdge  they  have  ac- 
qairrd  will  be  applied  to  tbe  practical  improvemeut 
of  onr  wdnance.  A  concise  report  of  thrir  pro- 
ceedings while  in  Eorope  is  herewith  transmitted, 
ia  CDBMetion  with  thai  of  the  officer  in  charge  of 
tbe  Ordnance  Depaitment 

la  (be  ezpeeiaiion  that  Congress  wotild  sanction 
dte  ereation  of  a  corps  of  sappers  at)d  min^>n>,  (an 
addition  Io  the  army  at  once  necessary  and  eco- 
Boiaieal,)  I  sent  an  officer  of  the  engineer  corps  to 
Ihe  aefaool  fcr  appers  and  miner*  in  France,  to  ob- 
.  lain  that  praeticidinformaiioa  of  the  art  which  is 
■ot  po5se!<Bed,  and  cannot  be  acqoired,  here.  Tbe 
Freach  Qovemment,  with  its  accustomed  liberality 
aad  kindncsStpermiued  in  every  instance  our  officers 
Io  attend  its  schools  of  practice,  and  afforded  ibem 
e<iaal  means  with  i's  own  to  pursue  tbeir  studies 
tiMfe,  allowing  them  privileges  not  generallir  grant- 
ed le  foreignet»;  thereby  evinciog,  as  the  Minister 
of  War  is  pleased  tn  remark,  ibe  friendly  dioposi- 
lionof  his  Majesty 'd  Government  towards  the  United 
States.  This  feeling,  yon  have  authorized  me 
to  say,  is  fnlly  reciprocated,  and  the  liberAliiy  of 
Freach  Qovemment  dniy  appreciate.  Tbe  offi- 
cers scat  t  J  the  school  of  cavalry  at  Sanmur  have 
reiamed,  alter  a  twelvemonth's  instruction,  and 
are  now  employed  in  a  manner  which  I  trust  will 
•aable  Ihe  Department  very  much  to  improve  tbe 
eaVAlry  service. 

The  advantage  of  separaiiog  the  staff  officers 
from  the  line  of  the  army,  and  the  very  serious  in- 
eonrenienec  to  the  service  from  the  present  system, 
have  been  before  broogbt  to  your  view,  but  cannot 
be  too  strongly  or  too  Ireqaemly  urged.  The  pre- 
seat  organisation  of  the  armv  does  no:  allow  a  sin- 
gle sBpemnmerary  offieei  ia  a  regiment,  and  tbe 
companies  are  rendered  inefficient  from  tbe  ab- 
sence of  those  officers  who  are  on  staff  doty.  The 
disdpiine  of  the  troops  is  most  injurionsly  affected 
by  this  arrangement;  and  if  they  are  opposed  in 
the  field  to  regn'ar  foicex,  such  a  deficiency  would 
prove  fa'a). 

I  beg  leave  to  bring  to  your  notiee  once  more  tbe 
ezpedieaey  of  extending  the  law  of  March  2, 1837, 
which  provides  for  the  enlisiment  of  boys  for  the 
aaval  service,  so  as  to  embrace  the  army  and  ord- 
aaaee  corps.  Its  effect  would  be  equally  beneficial 
10  die  clafs  of  people  to  whom  the  boys  bel>  ng, 
aad  to  the  army.  Ii  would  secure  to  tbe  sons  of  tbe 
fecoier  a  confoitable  snbsisienre,  proper  moral  re- 


straint, and  a  gord  practical  edncatitn,  while  it 
would  provide  f 'r  the  army  watt  instructed  non- 
commissioned officers,  iio  difficult  to  be  procured 
by  enlistment,  and  without  which  an  army  cannot 
be  efficient. 

I  am  happy  to  stale  that  ezperieitce  has  proved 
the  correctnejs  of  the  opinion  formerly  aivanccd, 
that  the  increase  and  proper  oiganisation  of  the 
.^taff  department  woald  produce  a  more  economi- 
cal sdministration  of  its  different  brandies.  In  the 
expendiiares  of  tbe  auartermastei'd  Department, 
eiptcially.  a  very  considerable  rc<tuction  has  b;en 
madedniingibelbstyear;  in  some  measnre  pro- 
doped  by  the  fdH  of  prices,  but  arising  in  amo(^ 
Sealer  degree  from  the  increased  efficiency  and 
tter  administration  of  the  departmea'-,  in  conse- 
quence  of  tbe  number  of  officers  under,  the  present 
orgaoizaiisn  bearing  a  more  diie  relation  to  tbe  la- 
borious duties  and  high  responsibiliiies  of  this  im- 
portant branch  of  the  military  service. 

In  consequence  of  tbe  suspension  of  the  applica- 
tion o(  funds  appropriated  for  the  prosecution  of 
tbe  works  under  the  supervisien  of  the  Ctoarter- 
masters  General's  ( ffice  during  the  (season  for  ac- 
tive operation,  little  prcgrexs  has  been  made  in 
them  since  ny  last  report.  I  now  recommend  that 
the  fol'owing  works  should  bfi  rec6fflmeoced  and 
completed  as  soon  as  practicable:  Fort  Qibwn,  Fort 
Wayne,  and  Port  Smith — the  two  former  as  soon 
as  healthy  sites  ate  determined  upon.  I  am  not 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  reports  in  relation  to  the 
proper  position  for  Fort  Gibson;  and  as  it  is  con- 
templated to  erect  permanent  works  in  the  vicinity 
of  tbe  old  ion,  it  is  important  that  jhe  site  rhontd 
be  seleo'ert  with  great  care.  That  on  which  the 
works  «f,F<"t  WAyne  were  commenced,  proved  to 
be  so  very  nnhealihful  that  it  became  necetsary  to 
abandon  it,  and  to  reoiove  tbe  troops  to  a  more 
favorable  position.  Pursuing  that  line,  small  f  <ris 
shonlJ  be  eons  ructcd  at  Spring  river  and  Ma>a<s 
de  Cygne;  and  west  of  it,  at  ihe  head  of  the  navi- 
gation of  (he  Kansas  river,  and  northwest  of  Fort 
Leavenworth,  at  Table  Cieek,  on  the  Missouri, 
below  the  month  of  Platte  river.  To  connect  this 
last  post  with  FV)rt  Snelling,  a  fort  ought  lo  be 
constructed  at  or  near  the  foiks  of  (be  Des  Moines. 
From  (be  information  I  have  received,  I  believe 
the  erection  of  any  works  at  the  western  extremity 
of  Lake  Superior  to  be  unnecessary;  aad,  fur  the 
present,  advise  that  Fort  Soelling  remain  tbe  most 
norhcm  post.  ^ 

During  your  admim<itrati  n,  nearly  forty-one 
thousand  Indians  have  been  aided  to  ibooe  already 
residing  near  the  western  boundary,  while  tbe  ad- 
ditional recarities  to  the  bolder  States  have  not 
been  commensarale  to  the  additional  dangers  lo 
which  such  an  increase  of  warlike  and  di-content- 
ed  neighbors  expoees^hem.  In -the  act  of  placing 
the  Indians  there,  by  which  the  interior  States  are 
>o  largely  benefiled,  the  Government  has  contract- 
ed a  solemn  obligation,  not  only  to  defend  that  peo- 
ple when  attacked,  but  to  aaticipaie  (he  danger,  by 
erecting  such  works  as  will  ensure  (heir  safety,  and 
inspire  them  with  (xinftdentie  in  the  means  employ- 
ed for  iheir  protection. 

It  affijrds  me  great  gratification  to  be  able  to  re- 
port Ibat  the  Canada  froiitier  has  been  free  from 
any  distorbanee  since  I  had  last  Ihe  honor  to  ad- 
dress yoa  on  that  subjec'.  Year  advice  to  our 
fellow- citizens  on  that  border  appears  to  hav<>  pro- 
duced the  most  sa'utary  effect,  and  the  excitement 
which  existed  (here  has,  I  am  happy  to  think,  en- 
tirely subsided;  and  no  further  apprehension  need 
be  entertained  of  a  violation  on  their  part  of  onr 
neutral  obligations. 

Onringtothe  expenditure  of  the  appropriations 
for  fortifications  having  been  suspended,  the  works 
on  ibis  frontier  have  not  been  ranch  advanced,  bat 
they  wilt,  it  is  expected,  be  completed  daring  the 
next  seaso".  In  addition  to  those  already  aniho- 
rize(<,  I  earnestly  recommend  the  erection  of  bar- 
racks at  Spring  Well*,  near  Detroit,  and  at  a  posi- 
tion between  Buffalo  and  Black  Rock,  in  tbe  State 
of  New  York;  and  also  a  strong  work  at  the  outlet 
of  Lake  Champlaiu. 

On  the  Norihsastem  frontier,  until  the  boiradary 
qoestion  is  settled,  I  would  advise  that  the  works 
be  confined  to  the  erection  of  barracks  at  the 
janction  of  tbe  Mattawamkeag  aad  Penobscot  ri- 


vers. During  the  pas'  year,  ih^*  workt:  on  the  mari- 
time frontier  have  been  carried  on  slowly,  and  they 
still  remain  in  an  nofinisbed  state.  In  relation  to 
the  delence  of  our  Atlantic  and  Golf  coasts,  and  at. 
oar  harbors  and  dock  yards,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to 
my  report  of  la^t  year,  and  to  that  made  daring  the- 
last  session  of  Congress,  in  reply  to  a  call  ^f  Ihe 
Senate  for  information  on  these  sabjeets.  Their 
condition  remains  unaltered,  and  the  expediency  of 
providing  for  their  compleiion  unebaoged.  The 
whole  coast  from  Passamaqnoddy  bay  to  the  Sa- 
bine river  is  exposed,  on  every  point  not  defended 
by  nature,  to  be  invaded  with  impunity;  aad,  in  the 
event  of  war,  the  expense  of  attempung  to  protect 
tkis  long  line  by  troops  for  one  year  only,  woald 
cost  more  (ban  to  erect  ihe  works  which  have  beeii 
planned,  and  which  are  deemed  safficient  to  defend 
the  several  points  of  attack  altng  the  whole  coast. 
It  is  true  that  an  enemy  could  retain  possession  of 
any  portion  of  our  territory  only  for  a  short  period. ' 
Bnc  to  defend  an  onrortified  point  of  attack,  or  10 
drive  an  enemy  from  a  pontion  be  mi(ht  ocenpy, ' 
would  be  attended  with  great  expense  of  blood  and 
tteasure;  and  while  1  feel  confident  that  the  stoat 
arms  and  brave  hearts  of  our  fellow-ellizjas  woald 
ultimately  prevail,  and  drive  any  enemy  from  oar 
soil.  I  cannot  approve  the  policy  which  woald  ex- 
pose the  best  and  bravest  of  onr  aritsans  and  work- 
ini'men  to  encounter,  without  discipline,  and  with- 
out (he  cover i>f  fortifications,  the  trained  bands  of 
mercenary  roldiers  they  would  be  opposed  .to. 
When  we  lake  into  consideration  the  character  of 
onr  people,  and  vparseneis  of  the  population  in  pre- ' 
portion  to  the  extent  ofour  soil,  it  is  not  wise  to  rely 
altfigeiher  for  our  defenre  on  numbers  and  unlavght 
valor.  Tne  battalions  that  must  fight  our  baiilesare 
composed  of  sol-'iers  taken  from  every  clats  of  the 
community,  and  tbe  iss'ie  of  every  contest  matt 
necessarily  deprive  the  country  of  some  of  its  best 
and  worthiest  citizens.  Every  effort  ought,  there- 
fore, to  be  made  (o  fnrni&b  ihera  (be  means  of  prr- 
tection,  and  to  instriict  them  them  id  defend  ibea-  - 
selves,  so  that  tbe  loss  we  must  snffer  on  sneh  oc- 
casions nay  be  as  light  as  possible. 

No  approi  riatiun  hiving  been  made  at  the  last 
ression  of  Congress  for  the  works  of  internal  im- 
provement which  were  under  the  snperintendence 
of  this  department,  they  have,  for  tbe  most  part, 
ctased.  I  adhere  to  the  opinion  expressed  ia  my  ' 
last  report,  ihal  the  system  requires  to  be  revised, 
both  with  regard  to  the  principle  upon  which  sneb 
improvements  ought  to  be  authorized,  aad  the  man- 
ner ia  which  they  ought  (obe  tmtdncled. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  of  the  Topographical 
Engineers, -submitted  (o  Congress  at  its  last  .session, 
contains  an  elaborate  statement  of  tbe  history  aad 
prc^ei^s  of  all  the  works  of  internal  improvement 
carried  on  by  thp  orders  of  Oovemmeni;  to  whi«h 
I  beg  leave  to  refrr.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Con- 
gress neglected,  at  its  last  seision,  to  appropriate 
the  small  anK>uni  asked  for  clearing  away  tbe  tim- 
ber Ijtely  scenmalated  at  tbe  Red  river  raft,  which 
obstracts  the  navigation  of  that  stream.  "The  ex- 
denditnre  necessary  for  ihis  purpose  is  perfectly  le- 
gitimate, as  all  the  necessary  snpplies  for  tbe  troops 
sutiooedat  FortTowson  are  transported  up  this 
river;  and  the  measure  is  recommended  by  its  eco- 
nomy, the  additional  cost  of  transportation  by  land 
for  one  year,  when  this  navigation  is  Obstmciad, 
being  greater  than  the  amoimt  required  to  defray  - 
the  necessary  expense  of  removing  the  drift  timber. 
It  is  recommended  that  provision  be  made  for  the 
employment  of  a  few  laborers  and  a  boat  for  a 
short  time  every  season;  and  it  is  believed  that  ia  a 
few  years  the  necessity  for  such  a  precaution  wilt 
cease,  aad  this  portion  of  the  Tiver  remam  perma- 
nently open. 

The  survey  spoken  of  in  my  last  report  has  beea 
completed,  and  a  map  constructed,  which  embraces 
that  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  UniteM  States 
lying  between  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers, 
from  their  confluence  to  "cur  aorthem  boandary, 
and  limited  by  (be  parallels  of  latilode  39  aad  49 
north,  and  tbe  meridians  90  and  100  west  of  Green- 
wich. It  is  based  upon  nnmerotis  astronomical 
obeervations,  (cot  le<«  than  two  hundred  and  forty- 
live,)  on  aetnal  surveys,  and  on  tbe  best  iaforma- 
tion  which  the  exploring  party  could  prorare  ot 
such  small  portions  of  the  indiaa  territoiy  as  ibey 
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vers  prevenied  from  exaniniDg  by  the  inevitable 
daagers  aikndiog.  ibe  attempt,  or  from  waoLof 
■eus  and  time.  A  vtty  tiXttn-ivf  series  cff  bsrc- 
nttrical  observations  were  aUo  made,  aitd  the 
zmIoos  CO  opcraiioD  of  men  of  science,  ocCDpyiog 
atvions  in  ibe  several  States,  who  obfierved  at  ibe 
same  petiods  of  time,  has  enabled  Mr.  Nicolet  to 
compare  his  own  with  ihoie  of  others  made  in  dif- 
ferent qoarlers  of  the  Uniop,  -and  thos  accarately 
to  determiae  the  relative  lev^l  of  ibe  whole  region 
repieteDied  by  the  map,  as  well  as  its  elevation 
above  the  ocean,  thereby  iudicatiog  the  «limale  and 
face  of  the  country.  Tbe  map  will  be  accompanied 
by  a  report  calcnlated  to  give  an  accnrate  knew- 
ledge  01  ibat  disttst  coantr);  and  it  is  believed  thai 
tbe  resalts  of  (his  survey  will  be  a^wfnl  both  lo  the 
Qoverament  and  to  the  people,  and  prove  an  ac- 
ceptable accession  to  geography.  It  will  .'erve,  like- 
wise, to  exhibit  the  manner  in  which  fatnresarveys 
of  the  country  are  to  be  made,  if,  »,%  it  is  hoptd, 
tbey  ihoold  be  aniborized  by  Congress.  It  appears 
to  be  very  d^irable  that  those  remote  regions  of 
oar  country  shoold  be  known;  and  the  surveys 
ooghi,  in  my  opiiiiou,  to  be  extended  by  degrees  to 
tbe  aonrees  of  the  Missouri,  and  across  the  Rocky 
nonntains  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  Nor  oaght  that 
portion  of  onr  connio'  which  is  nearer  and  more 
aceeaaible  lo  be  neglected.  The  existing  naps  do 
not  rest  on  accurate  data.  Tae  irae  courses  of 
OUT  great  rivers,  and  tbe  forms  of  the  magnificeDt 
chain  of  lakes  wKieh  stretch  along  onr  Doiihrm 
border,  are  yet  to  be  iroly  defined.  Tbe  interests 
of  llie  rising  commerce  uf  tbe  West  require  that  by- 
drographic  surveys  of  these  inland  seat  and  great 
avenues  of  trade  should  be  made  wiihcui  delay.  A 
small  annuivl  appiopriation  will  enable  tbe  Go- 
vernment to  '  fleet  Ibis  important  object,  tbrongh 
die  agency  of  the  topographical  corps,  which  is 
composed  of  ofBcers  fully  capable  of  performing 
this  doty.  No  survey  of  any  description  should  be 
made,  in  fuinrr,  witboat  being  aecompanied  with 
aairoDomical  and  barometiical  observations.  In 
this  manner  a  series  of  positions  may  be  deter- 
mined, and  the  means  gradually  furoished  of  ac- 
qniiing  a  n  ore  perfect  knowledge  of  tbe  geogra- 
phy of  the  connlry;  and  ibas  uf  constructing  an  ac- 
cnrate map  of  the  United  Sla'es — objects  of  vast 
importance  to  tbe  interests  6f  their  navigaion  and 
commerce. 

Tb«  Mtlitiry  Academy  has  been  conducted  in  a 
manner  highly  creditable  ts  the  i^uperintendeni,  and 
satisfactory  to  this  Department.  Every  effort  has 
been-nade  to  enfurce  discipline,  and  to  instil  into 
the  minds  o!  the  cadets  a  Kivc  oi  order  and  a  high 
sense  of  their  moral  and  religious  duties;  and  it  is 
believed  that  the  .standard  of  discipline,  morally, 
tia&  religion,  at  this  institution,  is  equal  to  (hat  of 
tuj  other  college  or  academy  iii  the  United  States; 
while  the  mathematical  and  military  studies,  a«  far 
as  the  theory  is  concerned,  are  as  complete  a.s  thoss 
tangbt  in  ai»y.seho6l  in  America  or  Eurcpe. 
Nothing  is  required  to  give  our  young  offioers 
the  same  advantages  rs  are  afforded  to  iho^e  of 
other  couniiies,  but  schools  of  practice,  which  are 
about  to  be  established,  and  lo  which  the  gradu- 

'  ates  are  to  be  sent  for  one  year  after  they  are 
(iommissiottcd,  and  their  des'ination  ascertained,  in 
order  to  perfect  them  in  tbe  practi^l  duties  of  that 
branch  of  the  setvice  lo  which  ihey  may  be  attach- 
ed. Tne  new  library  building  it  nearly  ompleieJ; 
and  the  mural  towen  attaolied  to  it,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  astronomical  obiwrvatioBs,  and  teaching 
piaet.eaHy  that  important  branch  uf  sntnce,  are 
W«U  adapted  for  that  object.    The  professor  of 

''  astronomy  was  sent  to  Earop-,  in  order  to  procure 
some  iDStmiUenls  which  are  needed,  and  lo  ex- 
amine the  several  great  observatories  there,  a}cer- 
tain  the  manner  in  which  they  are  fitleil  up,  and 
witaees  their  methods  of  observing.  He  has  re- 
taratd  with  infoimation  which  cannot  fail  lo  be 
highly  interesting  and  useful. 

Whenever  the  condition  of  the  Trea<!ury  will 
permit,  it  is  very  desirable  to  erect  new  barracks 
at  West  Point.  Those  at  present  there  ate  dilapi- 
dated buildings,  originally  badly  constructed,  and 
now  in  a  state  of  decay,  which  rvoders  ihem  as  un- 
healtby  as  they  are  inconvenient.  The  concurrent 
taatimosy  of  each  saceeediog  board  of  viuteis  fpr 
■0VCM1  years  past  sbows  the  ntsessity  of  lenewing 


ihf  se  buildings.  With  a  view  to  spread  generally 
throughout  the  country  a  knowlej°eof  ihit  inuitu- 
tion,  it  has  been  decided  to  appoint  eighteen  vi^i'^rs 
from  alternate  Sta°es  every  year,  formisg  the  re- 
mainder of  the  board  from  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy  of  tbe  United  States. 

I  must  ajjain  repeat  my  recommendation  that 
two  of  the  present  paymasters  be  appointed  assist- 
ant paymasters  geneial,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
colonel.  Thi«  very  iraportani  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice is  incoiliiplete  under  its  present  otganimioD; 
officers  of  higher  rank  are  leqoire'l  to  super- 
Inlegd  the  operations  of  tho.<:e  of  .the  corps  who 
may  be  on  duty  in  the  field.  It  appears  but  an  act 
of  jottice  to  tbe  latter,  to  allow  iiirm  a  raoUrrate 
per  centage  on  the  payments  they  may  make  to 
volonteers  and  militia,  to  ^cover  tbe  unavoidable 
losses  to  which  they  are  exposed  from  being  at 
times  compelled  ta  make  these  payments  in  a  hur- 
ried and  informal  manner. 

No  loss  or  inconvenience  ha<:  resulted  from  em- 
ploying, during  the  last  season,  lodian  aeenis  to 
pay  the  annuities  and  make  the  regu'ar  tjisburse- 
ments  to  tbe  tribes  over  whrse  iutercsts  they  have 
been  appointed  to  watch.  These  duties  have  been 
well  and  faithfully  performed;  but,  as  a  system  for 
the  final  ditpotal  of  thece  important  and  responsible 
duties,  the  plan  resorted  to  on  this  occasion  is  in- 
complete; and  I  again  recommend  a  small  increase 
of  ihe  number  of  paymasters,  and  that  this  duty  be 
permanently  assigned  to  that  branch  of  tbe  military 
service. 

la  rendering  justice  to  the  character  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  pay  department,  and  to  the  efficiency 
wih  which  their  duties  are  discharged,  I  cannot 
forbear  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  defects  of  the 
pre.Knt  system  of  paying  the  army,  and  the  evil 
consequences  which  result  from  it.  From  the  re- 
moteness of  the  posts,  the  soldiers  are  paid  at  long 
intervtUs,  and  tbeguarantse  of  soldiers'  debts  given 
by  tbe  regulations  to  the  sutlers,  irdnces  them  tO' 
give  credit  to  the  whole  amount  allowed;  a  dispoM- 
tioiiof  which  the  thoughtless  soldier  generally  avails 
himself  to  Ibe  full  extent,  and  on  pay-day  has  the 
mortification  to  see  nearly  bis  w''.ole  pay  ctrried  off 
by  the  sutler.  This  occasion),  treat  dirconteni; 
while,  on  tbe  contrary,  those  soldiers  who  happen 
not  to  be  in  debt  to  the  sutler  receive  lar^e 
amounts,  which  tbey  too  frequently  waste  in  ditsi- 
paiion;  and,  until  these  sums  are  expended,  the 
post  presents  a^ene  of  alternate  drunkenness  and 
punishment.  The  only  remedy  for  these  evils  will 
be  fuand  in  the  ptobibition  cf  credits  by  tbe  su'- 
ler."!,  and  more  frequent  paytnents  to  the  iroop'. 

The  officers  of  the  medical  staff  have  maintain- 
ed Ibe  high  reputation  acquired  by  their  zealous  at- 
tention to  their  duties  in  garrison  and  in  ihe  field. 
Tbe  very  strict  examination  to  which  candidates 
fur  this  branch  of  the  service  are  I'ubjected  before 
admission,  insures  high  professional  attainments 
in  those  of  the  lowest  raa£;  and  that  which  the  of- 
ficers themselves  undergo  before  promotion,  leads 
them  to  severe  application,  for  it  must  appear  that 
they  have  not  only  retained  the  knowledge  ac- 
quired at  ctdiege,  but  al.se  kept  pace  with  the  pro- 
gress of  medical  science,  or  tbey  cannot  be  pro- 
moled  or  retained  in  the  service.  It  is  not  surpris- . 
ing,  therefore,  that  this  branch  of  the  staff  cob- 
tinoes  to  be  distinguished  for  professional  attain- 
ments and  cheerful  devotion  to  their  duties. 

The  report  of  the  board  of  medical  <  fficers,  ap- 
pointed, by  your  direction,  to  ascertain  the  rela'ive 
advantages  of  Pitisburab  and  Wheeling  for  the  lo- 
cation of  a  marine  hospitil  on  the  Upper  Ohio,  in 
favor  of  the  foimer,  having  been  approved  by  you, 
the  selectisns  under  the  law  for  purchasing  sites 
for  marine  ha^pitalson  the  western  vraters  are  now 
complete.  Tbe  amonnt  appropriated  for  that  pur- 
pa<«  n'>t  proving  sufficient,  the  officers  intrusted 
with  the  performance  of  that  duty  made,  condition- 
al ariangements,  subject  to  the  ratification  of  Con- 
gress. I  respectfully  recommend  (bat  such  an  ap- 
propriation be  asked  for,  as  will  enable  this  De- 
partment to  cany  ioto  effect  the  beaevoleiit  intes- 
lions  of  tbe  law. 

Having,  in  several  instances,  found  deficient  the 
tillet  to  land  c<n  which  forts  and  other  public  works 
are  erected,  measures  were  adopted  to  perfect 
tbam;  and  I  am  happy  to  report  that  I  found,  on 


all  occasions,  the  State  authorities  -wilting  lo  eoik> 
vey  to  tbe  United  States  the  land  wbweoo  sack 
works  are  situated.  Tbe  Oepartmenl  has  not  yet 
siKceeded  in  seUling  the  question  of  the  right  of 
properly  in  the  Peapatcb  island,  notwiihstaDdiag 
its  utmost  efforts  lo  do  so.  This  is  to  be  regreitatf, 
as  its  possession  is  essentially  necessary  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  Delaware.  Tbe  works  to  be  erected 
there,  cannot,  from  the  nature  ef  tbe  soil,  b* 
thrown  up  in  hasK,  but  will  require  much  tine  lo 
complete  them;  leaving,  in  the  eytiu  of  war,  the 
approaches  to  Philadelphia  almost  entire'y  ex- 
posed. 

A  new  edition  of  the  Army  Rt^nlations  has  beak 
drawn  up,  and  is  about  to  be  published,  with  such 
amendments  and  additions  as  the  experience  of  tlM 
last  four  years  has  dictated. 

It  is  a  subject  of  great  regret  to  me  to  be  com- 
pelled to  state  that  every  effort  to  tcraainate  tbe 
contest  in  Florida  has,  so  far,  proved  uasHroeBstel. 
Oc  fifeaeral  Taylor's  retiring  from  the  coamand  of 
the  army  there,  (which  he  did,  by  permiaiian,  is 
May  last,)  it  devolved  upon  Brigadier  Geaeral 
Armiktead;  who,  notwiihstaadia^  the  advancMl 
season,  commeuMd  active  operauoss  agaiaai  the 
Indians,  and,  in  inany  instances,  succeeded  in  brealc- 
ing  up  their  encampments,  destrojring  their  fieMa 
and  crops,  and  making  some  few  prisoner*.  I* 
order  to  render  the  regular  forces  available  for  of- 
fensive operaUons,  a  brigade  of  Florida  militia  was 
raised  for  tbe  defence  of  Middle  Florida,  atd  placed 
under  (he  command  of  Biigadier  Qeneral  Leigh 
Read,  of  the  Territorial  militia,  with  itamettoan 
lo  defend  the  portion  of  theTenitorysittiatei]  tuHlh 
of  a  line  of  posts  occupied  by  the  regular  ircopa, 
extending  from  Ihe  Atlantic,  ronth  of  St.  Angaa- 
tine,  including  I  Ko  stations  east  of  the  St.  Jwhns 
river,  Filatka,  Wbcelock,  Micanopy,  Watkahoo- 
tee,  Waca>a'Sa,  a  post  between  the  last  and  Port 
Fanning,  and  Cedar  Keys. 

Tuc  troops  that  were  in  the  service  of  tbe  Ter- 
ritory,  in  virtue  of  a  law  of  the  Le^>lature  of  Flo- 
rida, were  mustered  Into  that  of  tbe  United  StatM, 
and  form  part  of  General  Read's  btigade,  wb<ch 
has  been  increa.>ed  to  twelve  hundred  mounted  aad 
five  hundred  footmen,  and  may  be  raised  to  fifteen 
hundred  mounted  >nd  five  hundred  foot;  a  feroe 
which  is  oon)idered  ample  for  the  prottfoiion  of 
that  portion  of  the  Terntory  assigned  to  General 
Read's  commatd.  Some  deprtdaiiont  baviag 
been  committed  in  the  neigborhood  of  the  Okefe- 
nokee  swamp,  four  companies  of  Georgia  mHiiia 
have  been  mustered  inO  the  service  of  the  United 
State.<-,  are  charged  with  the  defence  of  the  Qeot- 
gia  fnmtief. 

Certain  of  the  hostile  chiefs  having  signified  to 
General  Ariniitead  their  desire  to  treat,  they  were 
iaviicd  to  meet  bim  at  Fort  King  on  the  7di  all. 
and,  from  the  circumstance  (deemed  tortana'e)  of 
the  presence  there  of  a  delegation  from  the  West- 
ern Seminoles,  hopes  were  entertained  of  terai- 
nating  this  protracted  struggle  by  the  peaoefal  re- 
moval of  the  remaining  Indians.  After  some  dayi 
spent  in  negotiating,  and  afer  giving  reiterated  as- 
surances, of  their  desire  lo  emigTate  and  rejoin 
their  bretllren  we^(  of  the  Mississippi,  the  Indiaas 
suddenly  disappeared,  without  any  assignable 
cau;e  fur  this  abrupt  rupture  of  the  negotiatiooa. 
Hostilities  have,  in  consequence,  been  renewed, 
and  will  be  pro^culed  vigorously. 

The  retular  troops  now  in  Florida  amooai  to 
about  4,500  men,  and  tbe  militia  in  service  to 
about  3,000.  I  recommend  that  authority  be  given 
the  Executive  to  engase  the  services  af  this  d^ 
scriptiun  of  troops  for  a  twelvemoittb,  or  daring 
the  continuance  of  hostilities  in  Florida.  The 
term  of  three  months  is  much  too  thort  to  eitsoie 
efficiency;  and  frequent  enlistments  are  a  fMifoI 
source  of  insubordination,  as  well  as  of  %ku  ad- 
ditional expense. 

Tbe  number  of  Indians  emigrated  from  the  in- 
terior to  the  West,  sines  the  year  1636,  amounts  to 
very  neariy  41, COO,  of  which  about  5,000  were  w- 
moved  during  the  past  teafon;  and  I  am  happy  to- 
add,  that  the  condition  of  those  «bo  are  settled  ia 
their  new  homes  continues  to  be  represented  to  tn 
as  prosper,  u*  and  happy.  The  diffrrenoes  vkick 
unfortunately  i-prung  up  between  tbe  Weeierm 
Cberbktf «  and  the  late  emigrann  of  (hat  uthe^  ap. 
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on  their  fim  arrival  on  ibe  Arkansas,  have  betn 
happily  adjustrd;  and  I  have  accordiDKly  directed 
Hiat  their  annaitics,  and  other  money* 'due  to  tbem, 
ahonld  be  paid,  and  placed  them  opon  the  same 
CootiBg  as  odier  emigrant  tribes.  From  the  eba* 
ratter  of  thk  nation,  and  the  adrance  made  by 
muyor  their  namber  in  civilizaiion  -and  in  the 
arta  of  life,  it  is  boptd,  now  that  they  are  removed 
from  the  evil  inUaences  wbieh  heretofore  beset 
fteai,  their  propes<i  in  moral  cnlrare  and  physical 
•MUfort  will  be  rapid  and  lasting.  Convinced  ihai, 
if  any  great  and  general  reform  is  ever  to  be  ef-. 
feci«d  amMig  the  Indiabs,  it  most  be  by  means  of 
•dnoalion,  every  exertion  has  been  made  to  pro- 
mote it;  not  by  di«jointed  effuris,  bat  by  adopting 
a  system  intended  10  embi  tee  the  establishment  of 
{NTimary  schools  over  the  whole  Indian  territory, 
asd  of  iastiiatioiis  of  a  higher  order  at  saitable 
p0iBtB,  dteignated  with  a  view  to  the  convenience 
ef  the  Indians,  and  of  easy  access.  Fort  Coffee, 
oa  the  Arkaasas  river,  which  has  been  abandohed 
as  a  nilitary  post,  barbeen  selected  for  one  of 
IhMe  estabHsbments.  This  sitaation  possesses  very 
dMided  advantages;  and  the  systein  by  which  it  ii 
Mopoted  to  improve  them  has  my  fall  approbition. 
Ftor  the  detaits  of  the  plan,  I  ieter  to  the  aocompa- 
nyiag  report  6t  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Af- 
flitin,  and  particalarly  to  bis  instractions  for  carry- 
ing itinto  effect,  addressed  to  the  Sopcrinlendent 
of  the  Wsstem  Territory. 

While  oa  this  sobject,  it  affords  me  great  grati- 
fication to  be  able  to  speak  in  terms  of  merited 
praise  of  the  Methodist  manual  labor  school  in  the 
Shawnee  country.  The  labors  of  that  sect,  so  dis 
lingnished  for  their  Christian  zeal  in  the  canse  of 
Indian  civilization,  are  likely  to  be  crowned  with 
soeerA;  and  there  is  reason  to  bnp.^  that  the 
high  iezpectations  raised  by' this  extensive  establish- 
mem  will' be  fatly  realized  "under  its  present  pioos 
and  competent  in<triictors.  The  Department  would 
be  inppy  to  promote  similar  establishments  on  the 
p«rt  of  other  religions  sects,  e(}nally  zealoas;  no 
doubt,  in  spreading  the  light  of  the  Oo3pel  among 
the  Inidiani,  and  eqaally  disponed  to  advance  their 
moral  culture.  It  is  convinced  that,  to  prodace 
darable  beneficial  effects  by  education,  it  mast  be 
made  practically  useful;  and  that  those  domestic 
arts  which  are  imparled  to  our  youth  by  the  ex- 
aasple  of  their  parents  and  associate!!,  And  form, 
as  it  wcfe,  a  part  of  their  nature,  must  be  taught 
the  Indian  in  the  school's,  and  instilled  into  bim  by 
education. 

Perseverance  for  one  or  two  years  longer  in  the 
policy  of  removing  the  Indians  from  the  baneful 
and  destructive  inSnences  which  surround  them 
within  the  States  and  Territories,  will  unite  the 
lemoanls  of  tribes,  still  within  those  limits,  to  their 
brethren  in  the  'W'est;  offeriitg,  as  it  is  believied, 
the  only  chance,  not  only  of  civilitiag  the  red  man, 
but  of  perpetuating  bis  ez'stence. 

Bj  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioaar  of  Pennons,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number 
of  ptnaioners  of  every  description  liow  on  the 
lolb  in  all  the  States  and  Territories,  and  in  the 
Dia'rkt  of  Golambia,  (except  those  paid  out  of  the 
navy  iteasioa  fond,)  amounts  to  forty-four  thoasand 
three  handled  and  mne^-fonr;  of  which  two  thon- 
saadaad  seventy-two  cases  have  been  admitted 
giUDe  the  period  of  the  last  annual  report.  The  nam> 
her  of  deaths  of  pensioners  that  have  occurred  dur- 
ing Ibe  last  year,  and  been  reported  to  the  Depart- 
ment, is  sixteen  hundred  and  five.  From  the 
Boa^er  of  nnclaimed  pension.*,  it  is  believed  that 
maay  more  have  died,  of  wht^  decease  we  have 
no  tafDrmation.  Tin  number  of  invalid  pensioners 
is  BOW  four  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine, 
having  iacreiued  four  huodrrd  and  fouiteen  since 
1833:  this  increaie  is  to  be  attributed  principally, 
t»  ike  hardships  of  the  jervice  in-  Florida.  The 
woMhet  of  Revolniiooary  pensioaers  under,  the  act 
of  March  18,  1818,  has  decreased  from  above 
twetfy  thoasand  to  seven  thousand  nine  hundred 
aad  forty-seven.  Under  the  act  of  June  7,  1833, 
thir^-ana  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight  have 
becltaidmitted  on  the  pension  roll;  of  which  nom- 
ber,  twenty-three  thousand  two  hundred  and  seven 
yetienkain.  Eleven  hundred  and  eighty-six  pen- 
Hioaers  were  adaiitied  under  the  law  of  May  15, 
1^8,  l«r  ib«  tieiicfit  of  offieeis  aiid  soldieis  of  ibe 


continental  army  who  served  duiing  the  war;  only 
six  hundred  and  five  are  now  borne  on  the  rolls. 
The  number  of  widows  pensioned  under  the  act  of 
July  4,  183^,  is  three  thousand  four  hundred  and 
sixty-ei;ht,  of  whom  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  >ixiy  survive.  Five  thoasand  nine  hundred 
and  twelve  widows  have  received  the  benefit  of  the 
act  of  Jaly,  183.^;  but  the  list  is  now  reduced  to 
fitre  thoasand  five  hatidrcd  and  eighty-s  x.  All  of 
those  now  on  the  rolU  will  be  dropped  6n  the  4th 
of  March  next,  when '  the  term  of  their  pensions 
expires  by  law.  From  the  number  of  applications, 
the  Commissioner  is  of  opinion  that  not  less  than 
fourteen  hundred  will  be  added  to  the  year  1841. 

The  total  sum  drawn  from  the  Treasury  daring 
the  pael  year,  to  pay  pensions,  amounts  to  two  mil- 
liou  forty-eight  thoasand  six  hundred  and  sixty- 
three  dollars,  exclusive  of  navy  pensions. 

The  experience  Of  two  years  cODfirms  the  opi- 
nion I  formerly  expressed  of  the  vexatious  opera- 
tion of  the  law  of  the  6th  of  April,  1838,  which 
fixes  the  short  period  of  eijtht  months  for  the  re- 
turn to  the  Treasury  of  unclaimed  pensions  Tne 
intention  of  the  law,  no  doubr,  was  to  withdraw 
that  sum  from  the  pension  agent;  whereas  its  opera- 
tioB,  on  the  conirary,  draws  that  additional  amount 
from  the  Treasury  at  ■Washington,  whilq  it  pro- 
duces disappointment,  inconvenience,  delay,  and 
expense  to  the  poor  pensioaers 

By  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  Cherokee  treaty 
of  December  29,  1835,  ratified  May  33,  1836,  it 
was  agreed  on  the  part  of  the  Ignited  States  that 
such  Warriors  of  the  Cherokee  nation  as  were  en- 
gaged en  the  side  of  the  TToiled  States  in  the  last 
war  with  Orcat  Britain  and  the  Southern  tribes  of 
,  Indian^!,  and  who  were  wounded  ia  liuch  service, 
shall  be  entitled  to  inch  peri^ions  as  shall  be  al- 
lowed them  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
I  respectfully  suggest  that  Congress  be  asked  lo  act 
upon  this  section  of  the  treaty.  There  are  not 
many  Cherokee  warriors  who  come  under  that  de- 
scription, but  they  are  very  destitute;  and  the  good 
faith  of  the  Qovernment  is  pledged  in  their  favor. 

I  cannol'forbear  bringing  to  your  not'ce  the  ex- 
posed contitirn  of  the  important  archives  of  this 
Department.  Many  of  them  are  kept  in  small 
buildings,  at  an  inconvenient  distance  from  the 
War  Office,  and  surrounded  by  combuMible  maie- 
rials.  A  plain  fire-prouf  building,  capable  of  con- 
taining all  these  detached  ofllces,  might  be  con- 
structed for  a  sum,  the  interest  on  which  would  not 
exceed  the  amount  now  required  for  paying  the 
rents  of  thme  now  occupied  for  the  purpose. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
The  PjiEsioENT  of  the  United  States. 


REPORT  OF  TUB  SECRETAKV  OF  THE  NAVV. 

N4vr  Dehartmcio'. 

December  S,  1S40. 

Sib:  In  the  performance  of  a  doty  annually  de- 
volving oa  this  Department,  I  respeotfally  sobmit 
the  following  report: 

The  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  remains  the 
same  as'  it  was  at  the  date  of  my  last  report,  and 
consists  of  the  Ohio  74,  the  Brandy  wine  (first  class 
frigate,)  acd  the  Cyane  sloop  ef  war — the  whole 
undsr  the  command  of  Commodore  baae  Hull. 
This  force  has  betn  found  fully  adequate  to  the 
protection  of  our  commerce,  which  has  remained 
unmolested  iu  that  quarter. 

The  squadron  on  the  Pacific  station  is  oomposed 
of  the  fiizaie  Constitution,  the  sloop  of  war  St. 
Louis,  and  the  schooner  Shuk,  under  Commodore 
Claxtpn.  Sines  the  date  of  my  la»t  report,  the 
schooner  Enterprise,  then  on  her  way  home,  and 
tbe  (loops  of  war  Lexington  and  Falmouth,  which 
bad  been  directed  lo  return,*  have  arrived  in  the 
United  Sates,  and  have  been  replased  by  the  sloops 
■Yoiktavn  and  Dale,  now  on  the  eve  of  failing  for 
the  Pacific.  The  Eqoalron,  when  joined  by  these 
vessels,  will  consist  uf  a  frigate  of  the  first  c'aie, 
three  sloops  of  war,  and  a  schooner.  Commodore 
Claxton  has  t>een  directed  to  despatch  the  "Iforlc- 
10 wn  on  a  croive  to  the  Sandwich  and  Socieu 
Island;,  New  Z  island,  the  coast  of  Japan,  the  Gulf 
of  Qt^ifornia^  aiid  the  Lad)ron«s  itod  lUf  artjaesas, 


for  the  general  protection  of  oar  whaling  interests, 
and  other  commercial  purposer. 

llie  rqua()roD  en  the  coast  of  Brazil  under  Com- 
modore J.  B.  Nicholson,  at  the  date  of  my  last  tc 
port,  was  ^'imposed  of  the  razee  Independence, 
and  the  sloops  of  war  FaiiSeld  and  Marion.  Toe 
two  former  have  returned  to  the  United-  States, 
Commodore  Nieholson  having  been  relieved  in  the 
command  of  that  station  by  Commodore  Charles  Q. 
Ridgely,  whose  force  now  consists  of  the  Poiomae, 
first  class  frigate,  the '  sloops  of  war  Deeatur  and 
Blarioo,  and  the  sohooner  Eattrprise.  Hm  diffi- 
cul  ies  between  the  French  Oovetameat  and  thatxtf 
the  Aigemine  Republic  8iUI  subsisting,  and  the 
blockade  continuing  to  be  rigidly  enforced,  it  has 
bten  thought  expedient  to  augment  this  force,  aad  ' 
the  sloop  of  war  Concord  is  now  oa  the  eve  of  aait- 
ing  for  that  purpose. 

The  sqnadron  employed  in  the  Qulf  of  Mexico 
and  the  West  Indie;,  nnder  Commodofe  Williaai 
B.  Shsbriclr,  at  the  date  of  my  last  report  consisted 
of  the  frigate  Macedonian,  and  the  sloops  of  war 
Oatarie,  Erie,  Warren,  and  Levant..  Tbe  Ontario  ' 
has  been  ordered  to  ilu  North  for  repairs,  and  tlie 
Erie,  being  found  unfit  for  s.-rvice,  has  been  de- 
tached from  tbe  squadron.  The  remainiag  veisels, 
with  the  excoption  of  the  Warren,  wereflirecied  to 
leave  the  station  during  the  horrieaoe  months,  and 
prreeed  to  tbe  North.  Commodore  Shobrick  as- 
cordingly  left  Petisacola  in  July,  last  with  tbe  Ma- 
cedonian, Levani,  and  Erie,  and  arrived  at  Boston 
ia  AuguDi.  Thence  he  proceeded  to  Bastpori,  and 
on  hi:  return  visited  tbe  principal  ports  oa  the 
coast  a^  far  south  as  Norfolk,  where,-  iu  conformity 
with  his  instroctions  from  the  J)epartment,  be  de- 
livered tbe  command  of  the  West  India  squadron 
to  Commodore  Jesse  Wilkinson,  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  roli've  him,  and  who  has  proceeded  io_ 
his  stall  in.  The  commaiid  of  Commodore.  Wil-' 
kinson  now  consists  of  the  Macedonian  frigate  and 
the  sloops  of  war  Levant  and  Warren,  which  force 
is  deemed  sufficient  for  the  protection  of  oar  inte- 
rests in  that  quarter  in  the  present  state  of  thiagi. 

Thrlftigaie  Columbia  and  cervsite  Jchn  Adams, 
employed  in  a  cruise  in  the  Indian  and  China  Seas, 
under  Com.  Qeocge  C.  Read,  fos  the  protectloa  of 
the  commerce  of  Sm  Uuited  Gttates  in  that  qiuner, 
have  returned  home.  The  frigate  Constellaiioo, 
and  sloop  of  war  Boston,  have  recently  sailed  for 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  wh  re  they  will  replenish  their 
snppUes,  and  receive  Captain  Lawrence  Kearney, 
now  in  command  of  the  flag  ship  on  the  Brazilian 
s'aiion,  who  will  hoist  his  pendant  on  board  the 
Ci'nsteilaticn,  as  commander  of  the  E48t.  Iiutia 
squadron,  and  proceed  with  that  vestel  and  (ha 
Boston  to  eairy  out  bis  iitstrtietioBS. 

The  Erploriqg  Expedition,  as  stated  in  my  last 
report,  wca  at  Callao,  whense  Lieatenant  Wilkes 
tailed  on  the  Bib  July,  1839.  Since  that  period  be 
has  visited  tbe  Society  Island*,  NavigatorV,  Group, 
New  Zealand,  and  various  detaehed  islands,  with 
whose  inhabitants  be  held  the  most  am!cible  inter- 
course, and  with  tbe  ports  and  harbors  of  which  he 
made,  himself  panicolarly  acquainted.  On  the 
26th  December,  1839,  be  left  the  port  of  Sydney, 
in  New  Zealand,  and  proceeded  to  penetrate  the 
Ailaniic  sea.  Oo  the  19th  January  following,  tbe 
Viacennes  discovered  land  in  latitude  66.3  south, 
longitude  154  27  east,  and  had  soandings  in  thirty 
fathoms  water.  The  same  day  the  Peacock  made 
a  similar  tli?covery  in  latitude  66  31,  loi>gitude 
153.40,  and  obtained  soundings  at  ad-^pih  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  fathoni'.  Lieutenant  Wilkes 
coasted  along  this  land,  and  had  sight  of  it  at  va- 
rious lime?  for  a  distance  of  eighteen  hundred 
miles,  and  has  denominated  it  the  Antartic  Conti- 
nent. It  is  10  b«  regretted,  however,  that  the  vast 
masses  of  ice,  wiih  which  it  is  every  where  de- 
fended, pr«veDied  a  nearet  approach  than  fifteen 
miles,  and  rendtred  it  impossible  to  land.  It  is  de- 
scribed as  presenting  one  vast  mass  of-  snow  aad 
ice,  apparently  rising  almost  peipendi«ularly  from 
the  sea,  and  will  probably  foreverbsffi}  the  eflTurts 
of  man  to  expkire  its  interior,  or  convert  it  to  any 
useful  purposes. 

After  repeated  and  pe.'iierering  efforts  to  ap- 
proach the  ooast  and  effect  a  laadiuf ,  Lietateoant 
Wilkas,  bit  officers  and  men,  having  suffered  se- 
verely from  intense  oold  Md  tbe  experares  ioci- 
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dental  to  this  hazardotu  enterprise,  retaroed  to 
Sydney  the  11th  of  March,  1840,  «b<!re  he  wa« 
joined  by  the  Peacock  and  Porpoise,  the  former  of 
which  had  been  in  imntinent  danger  from  coming, 
in  coataa  with  an  island  of  icr.  Lieutenant 
WiUtes  .'pealcs  in  the  highest  term»  of  the  coadaet 
of  the  ol&cers  and  crews  of  the  Expedition.  At 
the  lait  dates,  the  6,b  of  Aptil,  he  was  at  the  bay 
of  islands,  Mew  Zealand,  whence  he  wm  shortly  to 
proceed  to  carry  oat  bis  ins'.rnctiuns. 

The  steam  frigate  Fiilion  has  beea  employed 
during  the  past  season  in  experiaentiug  with  Paix- 
han  gans  and  shot,  nader  the  direction  of  Cantain 
Perry;  and  with  a  riew  u>  afford  as  many  officers 
as  possible  an  opportnnit/  of  bfcoraing  aeqaainied 
with  the  practice  of  gunnery,  as  large  a  immber  oC 
sapemnmeraries  bsve  been  atiached  to  her  as  shs 
coDld  accommodaie  Tne  reports  of  Captain  Per- 
ry present  very  intaesting  results,  and  it  is  con- 
tenaplaled  to  eonmiae  the  experiments  for  the  pnr- 
poseof  demin>traling  the  relauve  advantages  of 
the  Paixhin  anns  and  those  in  ordinary  osr,  as 
well  as  affording  a  asefol  practice  to  pur  naral  of- 
ficets,  by  attaching  them  in  snc&^&sioo  to  this 
veasel. 

The  surreys  on  the  flouthern  coast  of  the  Unied 
States,  directed  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1837,  have  been  completed  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  Lieutenant  Qlynn,  and  it  is  expected  thil 
the  Department  will  be  enabled  to  lay  before  Con- 
gress either  at  or  shortly  after  the  cpmoiencemeni 
of  the  fejsion,  complete  charts  of  all' the  ports  and 
places  which  have  been  sarreyed. 

The  brig  Contort,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Powell,  is  now  occupied  in  surveying  the 
coast  from  the  bay  of  Apalacbicola  lo  tfaie  month 
of  the  Mississippi,  at  directed  by  the  act  making 
•pprofMTiations  for  lae  naval  serviee,appr«v(  d  July 
ftO,  1840. 

The  sloop  of  w«r  Preble,  Commander  Pieesr, 
has  been  employed  on  the  coast  of  Newfound- 
land and  Labrador,  daring  ihfe  late  fi«hing ; sason, 
in  protecting  the  rights  and  iaterests  of  American 
citixens  epgsged  in  the  fisheries.  On  the  tei  mina- 
tioa  of  the  cruise  she  returned  to  Portland,  whence 
she  wa«  ordered  tok  Boston  for  examination  previ- 
oos  to  being  sent  on  foreign  terviee. 

The  brig  Dolphin,  Lieutenant  Bell,  and  the 
schooner  Grampus,  Lieutenant  Paine,  have  been 
employed  on  ibe  coast  qf  Afrira,  in  the  supprec- 
sioa  of  the  slave  trale.  They  returned  at  the 
cammence-'ncnt  of  the  sickly  seaion,  anJ  have 
since  sai;ed  in  pursuit  of  the  samt  object.  The 
presence  of  tbtse  vessels  oa  the  slave  c  «st,  dur- 
ing the  season  in  which  this  diagraceful  traffic  is 
carried  on,  will  in  all  piobability  in  a  great  degree 
arrest  its  progress,  so  far  as  it  has  been  prosecuted 
by  the  a&'>umpiioB  vf  ihs  American  flsf',  aoddo 
much  to  relieve  the  nation  from  the  unmerite'l  stig- 
ma of  participaiinfr  in  a  tiade  equally  in  vi  <lation 
of  the  laws  of  the  (Jailed  Spates  and  the  policy  of 
their  Qovernmeni.  From  the  report  of  LieuieRan's 
Bell  and  Paioe  it  appears  that  the  traffic  in  slaves 
is  now  carried  on  principally  under  Portuguese  co- 
lors, through  the  medium  of  slave  stations,  as  ihey 
are  denominated,  esiablii>bed  at  different  points  of 
the  coast,  under  tbe  protection  of  the  neighboring 
native  chiefs-,^wbo  furnii^b  the  slaves  and  receive 
in  re  urn  goods  mauufadurcd  in  Eagland  express- 
ly for  ihii  pnrpobe.  Here  the  slaves  are  collected 
until  an  opportoniiy  offers  for  the  sUver  to  ap- 
proach the  land  under  cover  of  night,  and  leceive 
tbem  on  board.  Both  officers  are  of  opioion  that 
so  long  as  these  Italians  are  permitted  to  exist,  and 
this  barter  carried  on,  all  attempts  effectually  to  ar- 
rest the  traffic  in  slaves  will  end  in  admioLtrring 
only  partial  remedies,  which  will  but  aggravate  the 
disease.  There  f»n  be  little  duubt  that  the  num- 
ber of  slaves  transported  from  Africa  is  now 
greater  than  it  it  was  pievious  to  tbe  adopion  ot 
measure*  for  its  prevention  and  pnnisbmen',  which 
it  woald  seem  have  served  no  other  purpose  ttian 
toexeiie  the  cupidity  of  unprincipled  advrniurerr, 
by  increasing  the  value  of  slaves,  and  thus  pre- 
senting tempiationti  which  overpower  all  appiehen- 
sion  of  conirqaeDces. 

Duriag  tbe  past  year  three  small  sebootter»,  the 
Flirt,  the  Wave,  and  the  Otsego,  which  hid  l:een 
peviously  prccaied  and  employed  by  tbe  War 


Department,  tlndrj  tbe  act  making  appropriations 
for  suppressing  Indian  hosiiliiie',  approved  3d 
March,  1839,  having  been  placed  unaer  the  diiee- 
tion  of  this  Department,  were  employed  on  the 
coast  of  Florida,  under  Lieutenant  McLaughlin. 
That  officer  lately  remmed  to  the  North  in  the  Fiirt, 
bringing  with  bim  the  men  whose  terms  of  service 
had  expired,  together  with  the  sick  and  disabled 
attached  to  the  expedition.  He  h>s  since  tailed 
with  men  sufficient  to  complete  the  complement  of 
alibis  vrrsels,  as  well  as  far  boat  s:rvice.  An 
additional  numUr  of  marines  has  also  been  at- 
tached to  bis  command,  with  a  view  to  operations 
on  land  against  the  Indians,  as  well  as  tbe  proteC' 
tion  of  the  lives  and  pioperty  of  the  citizens,  and 
the  prevention  of  the  introduction  of  supplies  for 
the  use  of  tbe  enemy. 

The  two  s!eam  frigates  commenced  under  the 
sec'ind  section  of  the  act  approved  3d  March, 
1839,  one  at  New  York,  tbe  other  at  Phaadelphia, 
have  been  so  far  completed  that  the  former  will 
be  ready  for  launching^  in  a  few  days,  and  the 
latter  in  the  emulng  spring,  as  soon  as  the  Dela- 
ware is  fiee  from  ice.  ne  engines  and  boilers 
are  also  in  a  coarse  of  speedy  completion,  and 
when  finished,  will  be  placed  on  board,  and  the 
ve»els  prepared  (or  service  without  delay. 

The  apprentice  sy-Jtem  continues  in  operation; 
and  thus  fsr,  its  rrsalts  are  highly  satisfactory. 
Tht  conduct  of  the  young  lads  is  gen<rally  ex- 
emplary, and  such  is  their  rapM  progrfjs  in  the 
art  of  seamanship,  that  by  the  time  they  are  of 
age  fors:a  service,  our  commanders  generally  pre- 
fer them  to  older  seamen.  I  take  this  occasion  to 
recommend  that  this  system  be  fostered  to  the  ut- 
most extent  of  which  it  is  .susceptible,  being  fully 
opinion  that  it  presents  one  great  means  of 
ot  partially,  at  least,  remedying  ihat  increasing 
scarcity  of  competent  petty  offiMr.s  and  able  sea- 
men, which  greatlyembarrasses  the  operations  of 
the  navy,  delays  the  sailing  of  oar  public  vessels, 
and  places  the  defence  of  ibe  honor  and  inteiejis 
of  tbe  United  States  under  tbe  protection  of  crew?, ' 
a  great  portion  of  which  are  foreigners.  - 

This  fcarcity  of  seamen  for  the  uses  of  the  navy 
is,  I  apprehend,  owing  to  the  high  wages  they  re- 
ceive in  the  merchant  service,  and  the  comparative 
ly  Aon  periods  of  their  engagements  in  commer- 
cial voyage;;  to  tbe  absence  of  an  apprentice  sys- 
tem in  the  mercantile  marine;  and  the  discbarge  of 
seamen  when  their  terms  have  expired  on  fureign 
siationr',  where  the  seductions  of  climate  and  the 
alluremvnts  of  pleasure  attach  them  lo  the  soil,  and 
whence  many  of  them  never  return,  or  return  fo 
enervated  as  to  be  comparatively  unfit  for  active 
service.  Tbe  inquiries  I  have  inslitated  result  in 
tbe  fact  that  many  of  our  seamen  ate  now  scattered 
among  the  inlands  of  the  Paci6c,  and  on  the  coast 
of  Sonth  America;  and  though  directions  have  been 
gi>ren  to  reclaim  them  whenever  it  may  be  foand 
practicable,  there  can  be  little  doabt  that  a  lar^e 
number  are  thus  irretrievably  lost  to  their  country. 
I  have  also  sufficient  leason  to  believe  that  the  mo- 
difieation  of  the  navy  ration,  which  was  proposed 
to  Congress,  but  which  has  not  been  definitely  acted 
on,  would,  if  adopted,  contribnte  maleria'lly  lo  at- 
tadi  our  seamen  more  permanently  to  the  cervice; 
and  I  lake  litis  occasion  earnestiy  to  rcqnest  that 
the  early  attention  of  Congrrss  may  be  invited  to 
this  subject  generally,  as  one  of  vital  imporiaooe  lo 
the  well  being  of  the  navy. 

The  accompanjingr*- port  and  Ittfrfrom  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensioas,exbibit  the  numberof  pension- 
ers, the  amount  of  their  pensions,  and  the  means  now 
remaining  at  my  disposal  i»  meet  tho-<e  which  may 
become  due  tbe  tit  of  January,  and  1st  of  July, 
1841.  From  these  documenu  it  will  appear  that 
under  the  operation  of  the  navy  pension  laws,  and 
most  especially  ihat  of  the  3d  of  March,  1837,  the 
navy  pension  fund,  Vhich  at  tbe  period  of 
its  pwsage  amounted  to  upwards  of  a  million  of 
dollars,  the  annuml  interest  of  which  wa'<  snfiiclent 
to  meet  all  demands,  now  crnsists  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  in  Cineinnatti  Hve  percent,  stock, 
greatly  depraciated,  fourteen  thousand  dollars  of 
stock  of  ihe  Bank  of  Washington,  in  the  same 
siiaation,  thirty-three  thousand  three  hundred  and 
tbiity-aine  dollars  five  per  cent,  stcck  of  the  ciiy 
of  Wadiington,  and  eleven  thoassnd  fonr  bandred 


dollars  of  rock  of  tbe  Union  Bank  of  Cteoigrtuw, 
the  latter  totally  unsaleable  at  this  lime. 

By  tbe  same  statement  it  appears  that  tbe  a«m  oC 
ouehundred  and  fifty-<n3  tbonaand  Ikie*  hnadrad 
and  fifty- two  dollars  and  tbir^-ninc  ocatls,  will 
be  required  in  tbe  coarse  of  tbe  jrear  1841,  (o  mm* 
demands  arising  oat  of  the  present  pension  list,  aid 
that  conseqaen^y,  .either  an  appfopriniiaa  of  ihM 
sum,  during  the  present  sesaion,  most  be  mtir,  «r 
tbe  pendoneis  will  remain  unsidd,  and  the  fiiiik  tt 
the  nation,  which  was  pledged  to  make  g<M4 
any  defieieney  in  this  fund,  remain  nnredeeaod. 

Tbe  estimates  which  accompany  this  report  have 
been  prepare  i  wiih  a  doe  regard  to  economy  tm 
one  hand,  and  the  protection  of  the  honor  and  iM*- 
resisof  the  United  Stales  on  the  other.  Tha 
namber  of  veasels  now  in  commission  is  faU)p«|aal 
to  those  emplojFedin  preeeeding  years,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved tbattiating  the  past  vear,  neither  the  penoM 
or  property  of  onr  citizens  ba*e  My  where  mdttni 
outrage  or  wrong  for  want  of  doe  ntieBtion  in  «t 
fording  tbe  means  of  pruteeUon  and  redrew. 

It  will  be  perceived  Ihat  the  Board  of  Navy 
Commiisioners  have  again  presented  an  nffwinut 
for  additional  clerks,  which  I  am  satisfied  are  ia- 
dispensable  to  the  prompt  performanee  of  (he  de- 
ties  of  that  office,  i^icb  are  daily  increasing,  aad 
which  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  will  si^Car  nay 
diminution  in  future. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  K.  PAULDING. 
To  the  PncsiOKMT  of  the  United  Slates. 

RSPOBT  FROM  THE  POaTMiLSrEa  GBMRBAI.. 

Post  Office  DnPAaTMaar, 
Decembec  7. 1840. 

Sib:  I  submit  a.rtport,  showing  the  terriee  ef 
'this  Department  the  past  year,  its  present  coaditioih 
and  future  prospects. 

Tbe  extent  of  the  post  routes  in  the  United  States 
covered  by  mail  service,  on  the  3b  h  June  last,  m 
near  as  can  be  ascertained,  was  155,739  milo.  Tbe 
annual  iranspo:taiion  oa  these  routes,  at  tbe  lala 
eiisiiag  (n  the  30th  day  of  June  last,  was  abent 
36370,776  miles. 

The  annual  cost  of  iranspotiaiion,  estimaied  at 
the  rate  of  pay  existing  at  the  date  of  the  year,  vai 
|3,39«,876,  viK 

Uite*.  Com. 

Byhorjeaads^Dlkey,  13,183,445     f769,668 

By  stage  and  coach,  30,399  378     1,911,855 

By  steamboat  and  railioad,    3,889,053      595  353 


Total, 


36,370,776  |3,396  876 


In  addition  to  this  service,  the  mails  by  steam- 
boats and  other  ve.ssels,  under  Ihe  5th  and  6'h  see- 
tlons  of  the  act  of  )835,  are  estimated  to  have  eoM, 
Ike  last  year;  about  |9,000i  and  there  has  bten^id 
fer  ^hip  and  way  letters,  about  |36,000. 

Tbe  resola  i  a  of  Congress  of  May  14, 1836,  sa- 
theiized  the  Postmaster  General  to' extend  tbe  Mm 
of  the  then  existing  contracts  for  six  months,  so  as 
to  have  them  terminate  on  tbe  30ih  of  Jane,  instead 
of  the  IdSt  of  December.  In  pursuance  of  ibis  aa* 
tborily,  the  contracts  which  would  batreezpifed 
witb  Ihe  present  year  were  extended  to  <kt  30th 
June,  1841;  in  consequenoe  of  wbidi,  tbe  leniags 
that  would  otherwise  have  fal  en  into  the  year  1840 
will  not  take  place  until  the  spring  of  1841.  The 
advertisement  for  this  service  has  been  prepared, 
and  will  soon  be  publisbed. 

The  new  router,  anonnting  to  about  aerM  kiaa- 
dred,  established  by  tb*  act  of  the  7ib  Jedy,  1838, 
have  bten  put  into  operation  during  U<e  past  year, 
and  have  made  considerable  addition  to  the  expeadi- 
ta<e  for  the  transportation  service.  This  extension, 
with  the  belief  thai  the  nmal  increase  of  reveaa* 
woald  not  be  realised,  has  indicated  a  F<^y  of  le* 
trenchment  rather  than  general  improvemeatt  bat, 
since  I  took  charge  of  the  Department,  somb  im- 
provemen's  have  been  effected  on  some  of  tbe  Boat 
important  routes  which  the  pnblit^iatemt  sesMcd 
to  demand,  and  where  little  additioaal  expeasa  was 
incurred.  1  have  also  execatei)  eoairacli  for  addi- 
tional service  on  a  few  railroad  and  steniabou 
routes,  where  retrencbments'eottld  be  made  oa  other 
routes  nearly  equivalent  to  tbe  new  Uabffilies  8*> 
sumed.    These  ebaages  ba?e  givea  aoai«  additioaal 
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Sen.  &  H.  of  Rop«. 

<XP«li(un  10  ike  great  Moitb  and  Soaih  mail,  m 
well  as  10  several  large  mails  connecUDg  with 
it  at  important  points. 

The  nombcr  of  conuaelors  in  the  serrioe  daring 
the  last  year  was  about  3, 100.  The  namber  who 
bad  been  fined,  or  bad  tledactions  made  from  th«ir 
pajF  for  delinqoeneles  in  the  performance  of  their 
engageaienls,  is  63d.  The  flats  and  deductions 
doling  the  year,  eulasive  of  the  remissions,  amoant 
to  M0,68S  60. 

-  la  general,  the  transpartation  setriee  has  been 
performed  faithfully,  and  in  a  commendable  spirit 
«f  energy,  petsereranee,  and  devotion  to  the  pab- 
lie  iatetcsi.  The  obstacles  which,  for  a  time,  oo- 
casu>ned  itrrgniarities  in  the  large  mail  sonih  of 
litis  city,  iti*  believed,  have  been  removed. 

The  anmber  of  post  offices,  on  the  1st  day  of 
Joly,  1838,  was  1^519;  the  namber  on  the  30th 
day  of  Jane,  1839,  was  13,780;  on  the  same  day 
of  the  present  year,  the  namber  was  13,468,  show- 
iag  an  inereas*,  dating  the  year,  of  688.  There 
bare  been  established,  during  the  year,  959  post 
offices;  and  371  dlseontioaed.  The  namber  this 
day  is  ]3,638.  There  have  beeit,  dating  iha  year, 
3,331  postmasters  appointed,  of  whom  959  were 
for  new  offices. 

The  revenoe  of  the  Department,  for  the  year 
ending  J«n«  30,  1840,  as  appears  from  the  seitie- 
ment  of  the  accounts  of  postmasters  in  the  Audi- 
lot^  office,  was 

Latter  postage       .  .  .  |4,003,7T6  07 

Ncwapapeis  and  pamphlets  .      535,329  61 

Fiaes  paid  to  postmasters  for  viola- 

lioasof  law  .  260  00 


The  ezpendiiores  of  ibe  IX-parl- 
■eat  for  the  same  period  were— 
For  eompeasalten  to  postmasters, 

#1,038,935  92 
For  wiappiiig  paper, 

i^oe  nimitare,  ad- 

veniiii^.  msiMMg*, 

mail-locks  and  keys, 

aad  atanq»,    mail 

depredatioBs,     and 

special         agents, 

blaak>,  elerks    for 

offices,  and  miacel- 

laneoii?  .     441,778  96 

For  ship,  steamboat, 

and  way  letters  35,410  81 

For  transporution     .  3,353,995  16 


#4.539,263  68 


Bsectsof  expeaditares 


4,759,110  85 
.    #319,845  17 


Tbe  rcvenae,  as  compared  with  the.  preceding 
y«v,  shows  an  increase  of  #61,651  64,  being  a 
firaetioa  over  one  per  cent. 

The  avenge  aanaal  increase  of  revenue  from 
1833  to  1839,  ioclosive,  has  been  aboat  10  per 
eeat.  Bat  as  this  period  inolades  tho  two  years 
ending  Jane  30, 1837,  of  extraordinary  aogmeata- 
tioa  of  revenue,  amounting  to  15  per  cent,  the  first 
year,  aad  3)  per  cenL  the  second,  10  per  cent,  it 
eoasidenbly  above  the  ordinary  annual  increase, 
wWehmay  be  estimated  at  about  6  psr  centum. 
The  dediae  in  dw  reveoae,  therefore,  the  past  year, 
■lay  he  asUnatad  at  abont  5  per  cent.  ori^25,00O. 
8MemM<  ^  IftcreeMMK  sad  t*pmdilvrei«f  At  Piut 

(Met  Jkparttuml  ftr  Ihe  efewif  yetn  miing  Zfilh 

/iM«,1839. 

Year  eodinf,  Rersmn.  Bxpendilaie. 

Jane  30,  1899  #1,707,418  43  #1.783,133  ?7 

1830  1,850  583  10  1,933,707  95 

1831  1,997,811  54  1,936.139  87 
1833  3,258,570  17  3,366,171  66 

1833  3,617,011  88  3  930,414  87 

1834  3,833  749  34  3  910  605  08 

1835  3,993.556  66  3,757,350  08 

1836  3,408,333  S9  3.841,7A6  36 

1837  4,100  605  43  3,303,438  03 

1838  4iMS,077  97  4,631,837  16 

1839  4,477,614  04  4,654,718  42 
From   this   tabular  statement,  it  appears  that 

'while  the  ezpeaditnTea  of  the  Department  have 
bc«a  siaadily  advancing,  with  few  ezcrptions,  its 
TfTtaaes  have  baen  very  flnctuatiflg,  varying  from 


a  mere  aominal  increase  to  an  advance  Of  20  per  |J 
cent,  in  a  single  year. 

Toe  extension  of  the  mail  tervice,  and  Ihe  ad- 
vance in  the  population  and  basineas  of  toe  coun- 
try, are  the  causes  of  the  ordinary  increase  of  the 
revenue.  But  temporary  and  extraordinary  cir- 
camsiaaces  often  connttraet  these  more  permanent 
soorees  of  increasr,  so  far  as  lo  prevent  any  mate- 
rial advance.  This  has  been  the  case  Ihe  past 
year;  during  which  a  combination  of  caotes  have 
oprrsted  to  impair  the  revenue  uf  the  Department 
to  nearly  the  extent  of  the  average  aitnual  in- 
crease. 

Bat  Ihe  present  ap  favorable  condition  of  the 
finances  of  tbe  D«pariment  is  not  wholly  to  be  at- 
tiibuieol  to  the  detlmt  of  tbe  revenue  ihe  past  year, 
it  is,  in  pait,  the  rrsalt  of  the  too  sudden  and  larf  e 
extension  of  the  service  during  tbe  years  1837, 
1838,  and  1839,  occasioned  by  the  extraordinary 
surplus  which  accrued  in  1836  and  1837.  This 
surplus,  on  the  30th  Jdne,  1836,  was  #641,843. 

The  Pos'maner  Gsneral,  in  his  annual  report  of 
that  yraf,  recommended  a  reduction  of  ihe  raiet  of 
postage.  Con!;re^  did  not  sanction  ihat  measure; 
but,  by  the  act  of  the  3J  July,  1836,  established 
aboat  seven  hundred  new  post-roaies,  which  it  be- 
came the  doty  of  the  Departmeiit  lo  put  iiKo  ope- 
ration. Tbe  action  on  this  ssbjcct  by  Congress 
was  considered  ss  indicating  its  desire  that  tbe 
surplus  which  had  accrued,  and  which  might  ac- 
crae,  should  be  expended  in  providing  addiliooal 
mail  accommodations.  Tbe  caoars  yhich  had 
produced  the  above  sarplUii  on  the  30  h  Jane,  1836 
coniinacd  to  operate  daring  the  remainder  of  that 
year,  and  a  part  of  the,  year  1837;  and,  as  the 
LOW  cbUtracis  did  not  gn  into  operation  until  afier 
the  1st  of  F>biuary,  1837,  Ihe  revenue  coDtinned 
to  excred  ihe  eipcnditure;  and,  on  ihe  30.h  June, 
1837,  the  surplus  amonmed  to  #756,208.  Daring 
the  session  following.  Congress,  by  tbe  act  of  the 
7ih  o(  July,  1833,  eftablished  aboat  seven  hun- 
dred additional  routes,  which  were  lo  be  pat  in  ope- 
ration on  tbe  1st  of  July,  1839,  or  before,  if  ihe 
revenues  of  the  Department  would  justify  it.  Tbe 
second  uetion  of  ibesame  act  provides  "ihat  every 
railroad  within  the  limits  of  the  Uoiled  S'a'es  that 
now  is,  or  may  bcreafier  be,  made,  ihsll  be  a  post- 
route;  and  the  Posimaster  General  shall  cause  the 
mail  lo  be  tranw-ported  thereon:  Provided,  he  can 
have  it  done  on  reasonable  terms,  and  not  pay- 
ing iberefo",  in  any  ins'ance,  more  than  25  per 
centum  over  and  above  what  similar  traurporlaiion 
would  cost  in  post  coaches." 

The  very  liberal  construction  given  to  this  act 
by  the  Posimaster  General,  favorable  to  the  in'e- 
resis  of  the  railroad  companies,  did  not  satisfy  tbe 
spirit  of  cupidity  which  belongs  to  corporate  mo- 
nopolies; and  It  was  found  impractioaUe  to  ebiain 
contrrcti  from  several  of  the  railroad  companies 
A.ad  Congress,  by  the  act  of  2Slh  January,  1839, 
extended  ihe  maximum  rate  of  compensation  for 
railroad  service  to  three  hni>dred  dollars  per  mile. 

Tbe  new  routes  eslabliihed  by  the  act  of  7dl  of 
Jutv,  1838,  were  mostly  put  istn  service  in 
18^;  and  contracts  have  been  made  for  rervice  on 
(he  railroads  then  in  existence,  and  oioM  of  those 
which  have  sicce  been  oompleted,  at  rates  of  com 
pcnsation,  varying  from  twenty-five  to  three  hun- 
drod  per  cmt.  above  what  had  been  paid  for  coach 
service  en  the  same  rontev.  In  England,  the  ave- 
rage rate  of  compensation  for  railroad  service  is 
alwut  ninety  dollars  per  mile;  and  the  highest  sum 
paid  on  tbe  most  important  routes  is  one  hundred 
and  seven  dollars  per  mile,  and  the  eontractors  are 
rrquired  lo  oonvcy  maih  as  often,  and  at  soch 
times,  as  may  be  ordered  by  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral. Here,  with  a  rue  of  compensation  nearly 
two  hundred  per  cent,  higher,  it  bas  been  found 
impracticable,  on  many  of  the  routes,  to  ohtaia 
that  eentrol  over  the  time  of  tbe  departure  and  de- 
livery of  the  mail,  which  is  so  essential  to  the  ser- 
vice, and  is  exercised  on  other  routes.  In  addition 
to  Ihe  compeaation  paid  to  tbe  railroad  compa- 
nies, ibere  are  oonsiderabls  incidental  eipensra  in- 
curied  for  travelling  agents  on  the  mote  impoitaai 
routes,  for  conveying  tbe  mail  lo  and  from  the  cars  at 
tbeendsof  thejrouies,  and  for  supplying  inierme- 
diaie  offices,  not  on  the  line  of  tbe  roads.  The  aub- 


stiwiion  of  railroad  for  coach  service,  bas  borne 
very  heavily  on  the  revenues  of  the  Department 

lite  itew  routes  wtabliUied  in  1836  and  1838, 
being,  many  of  them,  in  sections  of  the  conatiy 
where  tbe  roads  are  bad  aad  tbe  setilaiaents  spane, 
have  yielded  an  iiteome  bearing  btuasaum  pri^r- 
lion  to  the  expense  of  the  transportation. 

Tnis  great  extension  of  the  service,  and  >be  sub- 
stitution of  a  higher  and  more  expeacive  for  a 
cheaper  grade,  under  ihe  acts  of  Coogrets  refared 
to,  and  the  improvements  oa  other  roates,  wMeh 
tbe  public  interests  Mmned  to  demand,  since  1836, 
have  carried  the  expenditoies  of  ibe  Departatew, 
for  three  succesiive  years,  beyond  its  aecming  re- 
yenne. 
In  the  year  ending  on  the  30tb  Jane, 

1838,  the  czpenditares  were  #4,601,837  00 

The  revenue  which  OMraed  was         4,335077  00 


Excess  of  expendiiare  over  tbe  reve- 


nue 


#386,760  00 


The  ezpeitdiiares  in  the  year  ending  > 

June  30, 1839,  were  #4.654,718  00 

The  revenue  which  accrued  was      .  4,477,614  00 


Excess  of  expenditure 


#177,104  00 


The  excess  of  the  expeaditares  fot  these  two 
years  was  met  by  the  surplus  funds  which  had  ao- 
cumulated  in  1837,  and  neatly  exhausted  all  that 
surplus  which  was  available. 

la  tbe  annual  report  of  my  predecessor,  mad*  la 
December,  1838,  he  says:  "Tbcgeaeial  finaaeial 
disssters  oi  last  year  have  not  rcdoeed  the  teveane, 
as  might  have  been  ezpec'ed,  but  have  prevented 
most  of  ths  aniicipatid  increase,  and  thrown  the 
Department  upon  itssUrplns,  to  sustain  most  of  its 
exwusion;.  The  indications  now  are,  ibat  there 
will  be  a  slight  improvement  in  the  revenue  of  the 
cnricnl  fiscal  year,  over  the  preceding;  bat  not 
enoagfa  to  produce  any  material  effect.  An  ad- 
vance somewhat  greater  may  be  reasonably  ex- 
pected, next  year,  but  not  great  enoogh  to  ateet 
tbe  in;reasipg  cost  of  mail  service,  and  pat  into 
operation  tbe  new  reulcs  esiablished  at  tbe  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  Ir  will  hence  be  seen  that,  for 
more  than  a  year  to  come,  the  curtailment,  laiber 
than  the  rxieosion,  of  service  on  roiuea  itpw  ia 
operation,  is  to  be  expected." 
.  Tite  anticipated  increase  durinc  the  year  1839, 
was  teal  zed,  and  amounted  to  5i  per  cent,  prc- 
ducing  #341,560.'  But  tbe  greater  increase  looked 
for  in  1840,  has  essentially  lailed;  and  the  quarter 
ending  30th  of  September  last,  exhibits  aa  aonnl 
dtfcleasibu  ia  tbe  revenue,  asoompared  with  tbe 
corresponding  quarter  ot  last  year,  of  aboat  5' per 
cent.  This  uitfavorabte  resnlt  has  been  oc- 
casioned mainly  by  the  second  saspension  of 
the  banks  in  a  large  section  of  the  Union,  f«^- 
lowcd  by  a'  general  depression  of  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  tbe  ceunity;  which  appears 
to  have  been  apprehended  at  the-iUose  of  the  last 
year,  as  the  Postmaster  General  then  said:  "It  is 
possible  that  the  recent  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks,  in  a  large  portion  of  the 
Union,  may  again  check  tbe  increase  in  the  revenue 
of  Ihe  Department,  so  as  to  make  retreaebmeatB  iw- 
cessary;  but,  in  any  event,  they  will  be  inconside- 
rable." 

But  Ibe  present  apparently  onfavorable  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  U'parmient  net^  occasion  no 
anxiety.  It  can  be  sasiainei  upon  its  own  re- 
sources, and  soon  placed  ia  a  safe  and  prospe- 
rous condition.  Yet,  to  afford  it  temporary  relief, 
ca'rtaHm'enisof  service,  to  a  limited  extent,  are  neces- 
sary. Tnishas  already  been  commenced,  and  will 
be  eoniinaed  as  far  as  may  be  fwusd  rrqnisi  e  to 
place  iti  finances  in  a  sound  oondi'ion.  The  cur- 
tailments or  suspensions  of  service  will  be  made  so 
as  lo  occasion  as  little  inconveoitace  ia  ihs  paUic, 
or  injustice  lo  the  contractors,  a«  such  an  ope-ation 
will  admit  of.  As  peiiodieal  retrenchments  ate 
anavoidable,.H  deserves  consideration,  whether  it 
woald  not  be  wise  for  Oonnresi  to  prescribe  some 
rule  by  which  all  general  enrta^lmenta  are  to  be  ef- 
fected, so  as  to  remove  executive  discretion,  and  se- 
cure an  equal  apportionment  of  the  redneiioa  of 
service  among  tbe  different  seciions  of  the  coantry. 
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Report  of  the  Postmaster  General 

Sen.  &  H.  of  Reps. 

In  ezaainiog  the  eansea  wbicb  have  placed  Ihe 
Department  in  iti  present  eondiiion,  we  discover 
iis  resonrce-,  and  its  abilii;  not  only  ro  sustain 
ineir,  bat  probably,  with  the  aid  of  tome  remedial 
legisUlion,  to  admit  of  a  prospectire  redaclinn  of 
Ihe  tariff  el' letter  postage,  wiricb  pablicseoiimcm 
acems  lo  demand. 

Th«e  causes  are  to  be  fonnd  in  ibe  onezampled 
flactoaiioBs  since  1834  in  the  fiaancial  interetUi  and 
oommercial  buiuess  of  the  coaniry.  The  period 
ot  anprecedcDted  overaciion  in  trade,  from  tb«  Tall 
of  1834  lo  Ihe  spring  of  1837,  ocoasieoed  an  exira- 
ordinary  iocreaae  ef  rev  ^nne,  which  prndueed  the 
large  aarploi  that  existed-ia  1836  and  1837.  This 
sQiplus  formed  ihe  basis  of  the  ^rtat  pxleosion  of. 
tbemail  service  aiice  1836,  which  so  far  exceeded 
the  limits  to  which  it  conld  have  been  carried  by 
Ibe  ordinary  increase  of  revenue,  as  to  ab- 
sorb nearly  Ihe  whole  of  this  surplus  in  two 
years.  Wheh  the  reaciion  came  on,  which, 
lioder  anj  circumstances,  would  have  depress- 
ed ils  revenues,  the  Departqient  bad  to  sus- 
tain itie'f  wiib  anexieatof  »errice  beyond  ils  fia- 
taral  limits;  which  had  origiiiaied  from  iheextraor- 
diaary  increase  of  iu  revenues  in  1836  and  iS37. 
Bat  the  unussa' inerase  of  revenue  over  Ihe  ex- 
penditures daring  those  two  years,  was  not  entire- 
ly owing  to  the  great  activity  of  trade.  Toe .  on- 
U»ct»((X  transportation,  during  that  period,  bad 
mMlly  been  mads  when  prices  were  iov,  and  the 
revenue  accruing  from  their  perrormanee  was  re- 
ceived when  prices  had  advanced  from  fifty  lo  one 
hiMdrrd  per  cent.  The  Department,  therefore, 
enjoyed  the  advantages  of  an  excited  stale  of  bn- 
sinesa,  without  the  drawback  which,  nnder  other 
citemnstance;,  the  advance  in  prices  -would  have 
occasioned. 

On  the  other  band,  the  excess  of  the  expenditures 
over  the  receipts  for  postage*  the  last  three  year>, 
is  not  more  lo  be  aitribated  to  the  depression  of  the 
revenue  from  the  state  of  the  times,  than  to  the  cir- 
cumstance that  all  the  exittin^  contract;  were 
made  during  the  high  stale  of  prices,  and  at  an ' 
average  advance  o(  about  fifty  per  cent  above 
the  rate  of  cnrnpensation  paid  prior  to  ld36. 

Shottld  prices  not  vary  -  e?s^niially  from  th»ir 
present  standard,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
the  future  letting*  can  be  made  at  greatly  redticed 
rales  of  colnpensaiioD.  This  is  an  important  re- 
source, which,  in  a  lew  years,  wiihout  any  re- 
trenchment of  sertrice,  could  hardly  fail  of  placing 
Ibe  finances  of  ihe  Department' la  a  prosperous 
condition.  But  it  cannot  be  made  immediately 
^  available,  so  that  a  suspensioa  or  eurtailment  cif 
service,  to  a  limited  extent,  becomes  necessary. 

Tbeiesloration  of  commercial  activity,  so  coofi- 
deaily  uiticipaied,  may  Ireasonably  be  calculated 
to  produce  a  considerable  improvement  daring  the 
two  lasKittarterii  of  the  current  -fiscal  year,  and  a 
mnch  greater  ie'creiise.tiie  next  year. 

'With  a  leasonable  expectation  of  a  redaction  in 
the  expanses  of  the  transporialion,  and  neailyarer- 
tainty  of  a  considerable  incrrase  in  itstevenues,  the 
future  prospects  of  the  Department  are  highly  faiis- 
fteiory. 

The  present  isa  peieuliar  crisis  in  itsfia^cial  af- 
fair*, resniiipg  from  the  operation  of  causes  which 
I  have  esdeaT\>r*d  partially  to  explain,  and  which 
are  not  Ukely,  in  the  same  degree  at  least,  again  to 
occur. 
.  There  are  other  causes  of  a  mors  limited  infln- 
epc  which  have  contributed  to  impair  the  revenue 
tbe  past  year.  The  greatly  enhanced  expense  of  the 
U»aspoiiation  of  the  mail  upon  railroads  is  not  the 
only  way  in  which  they  affect  the  revenues  of  this 
DepartmeDi.  The  |reat  facili'ies  which  they  af- 
ford for  the  iransmiision  of  letters  and  newspapers 
out  of  the  mail,  have  evidently  diminished  the  re 
eeiptsfroin  postage.  This- is  proved  by  tbe  sudden 
faljing  off  of  the  revenue  at  points  where  these  fa- 
cilities have  recently  been  provided.  Information 
has  al.vo  been  received  from  the  aftenls  of  the  De- 
partment, showing  that  letters,  packels,  and  news- 
papers, were  extensively  conveyed  out  of  tlie  mail 
on  Ibe  railroad  and  steamboat  lints,  and  on  many 
of  tbe  stage  and  coich  rou°es.  So  far  as  these 
practieer,  m>  deliiaieDtal  to  the  income  of  the  De- 
nattmeni,  were  believed  to  fce  in  violation  ot  law, 
I  tndeavoied  to  suppress  tliem,  legardin;  it  as  my 


highest  duty  to  enforce  the  lews.  And  in  respect  to 
letters  carried  by  carriers  and  drirers,  these  effort?, 
it  is  believed,  have  been  generally  effeomal;  bnt 
there  is  no  prohibition  against  persons  conveying 
letters  and  packets  who  may  pass  over  mail  roates 
in  -tbe  same  vehicle  which  transports  the  mail,  and 
the  railroads  afford  great  facilities  for  sending  let- 
ters in  this  way. 

For  fifteen  years  preceding  the  introduction  of 
the  new  syvtem  in  England,  the  postage  tax  had, 
rather  declined,  notwitbsisndiDg  tbe  increase  of 
popnlalion  and  business.  This  was,  by  many, 
ascribed  lo  tbe  high  rale  of  the  lax,  but  the  better 
and  more  prevailing  opinion. attribates  it  to  the 
numerous  railroads  which  have  gone  into  opera- 
lion. 

The  practice  of  carrying  newspapers  out  of  tbe 
nail,  wiifaout  having  secured  the  piivilege  in  the 
contract,  I -ftfund  to  be  so  general,  that  it  could  not 
be  suppressed  without  great  inconvenience  to  tbe 
public;  and,  as  the  ambiguity  of  the  law  admit'ed 
of  doubt,  in  regard  to  the  restriction,  I  concluded 
that  I  should  best  discharge  my  duty  by  permitting 
these  practices  to  continue,  and  leave  it  for  Coa- 
gresii  either  to  remove  the  prohibition  or  to  make 
the  law  more  explicit  for  its  enforcement.  As  it  is 
probable. that  tba  enforcement  of  ibe  probibiiion 
would  have  the  effect  of  slopping  the  carrying  of 
newspapers  on  tbe  mail  roates,  rather  than  causing 
them  to  be  convened  in  the  mail,  it  would  &eem 
both  just  and  politic  to  aboliih  the  restriction  en- 
tirely. 

Another  source  of  detrimeol  to  ihe  revenue  ihe 
past  year,  has  been  the  exercise  and  abuse  of  ibe 
franking  privilege  to  an  nnprcceoied  extent.  Dur- 
ing the  last  three  quarters,-  the  free  matter  cons'i- 
tu.ed  a  very  large  portion  of  the  entire  maili.  As 
Ihe  contracts  bad  been  made  without  reference  to 
thi<i  extraordinary  addition  to  ih«  bulk  and  weight 
of  the  mails,  the  burden  of  the  transportation  was 
thrown  lipon  Ihe  contractors.'  The  free  matter  is 
not  only  conveyed  without  compensation,  but  the 
Department  issabjccted  to  the  charge  of  two  cnits 
for  every  flree  Idler  or  sealed  packet  delivered  at 
clEces  where  the  postmastei'o  cmmitsions  do  not 
exceed  five  hundred  dollars  per  quarter.  At  .some 
oOices  Ibis  allowance  lo  the  poamaster  has  absorb- 
ed his  whole  quarterly  balance. 

The  books  of  the  Uepattment  furnish  no  data 
Rir  deermining  thenumb.'r  of  fire  packets  con- 
veyed in  the  mail,  as  a  large  portion  of  them  are 
not  entered  on  the  p^st  bills.  Ai  the  post  office  in 
ihis  City  an  account  was  taken  of  the  number  and 
weight  of  free  letters  and  packet.s  during  ihree 
weeks  ending  the  2 1  day  of  May,  the  9J  day  of 
Jdne,  and  the  7ih  day  of  July  last.  Teere  were 
39,038  fVee  letters  and  packeit  from  the  Eieeutive 
Departments;  20,363  free  letters  from  members  of 
Congrrs<;  and  399,368  public  documents  and  other 
franked  packets— making  iq  all  434  669.  Tbe 
public  dooiraienis  and  pack«  s  from  Congress,  ex- 
clusive of  the  letters,  weighed  33  6^9  pounds — 
neatly  sixteen  and  a  half  tons.  Taking  this  as  the 
average  of  tbe  session  of  tbiriy-ihree  -  weeks,  it 
would  appear  that  ibe  free  letters  and  packets  sent 
from  the  office  in  this  city  during  the  late  session  of 
Congress  auoonted  to  4,781,359j  and  the  two  cents 
allowed  to  poslmasiers  for  the  delivery  of  free 
letters  wonld  be  (95,<S37.  This  is  probably  (ibove 
the  average  of  the  session;  and  the  two  cents  are 
not  paid  at  <'ffices  where  the  postmaster's  commit- 
sions  exceed  five  hundred  dollars  per  quarter.    - 

It  may  be  estimated  Jhat  there  ha$  been  abstract- 
ed from  the  revenue  the  past  year,  in  iht  allow- 
ance of  the  two  -cen.8  to  postmasters  frr  the  de- 
livery of  free  letters  and  packets,  aid  the  two 
cents  paid  for  advcrlisiug  free  letters,  the  sum  of 
$150,000. 

And  there  are  facts  that  hive  come  to  the 
knowle'ge.of  the  Department,  which  show 
that  great  abu^t^s.  have  been  pridised  by  those  en- 
joying the  pr.vilegcs,  in  ilie  highest  as  well  as 
the  lowest  stations,  in  covering  the  correspond- 
enee  of  others,  to  the  great  injury  of  its  re- 
venue. This  and  other  abases  of  the  privilege  ap- 
pear to  be  rapidly  increasing,  and  imperiously  de- 
mand a  remedy,  either  by  ils  entire  aboliiton.^r 
such  restrictions  upon  it  as  c<  n!d  be  enforced  by 
the  DepwtmcAt. 


The  provision  in  the  act  of  1835,  aHowiog  tvo 
o^ats  to  postmasters  on  free  lepers  shoaM  be  abo- 
lished, as  it  it  unteaMinable  that  those  enjoyiBg  u 
exclusive  privilege  sfaoulil  derive  a  retenne  ftom 
the  same  privilege  possessed  by  others.  Postman 
Ins  might  be  properly  restricted  is  sending  and  fb- 
c«iving  fr>  e  leiterr,  to  their  own  office.  It  is  in  liie 
nature  of  all  exclusive  privileges  lo  ruQ  hiio  atmre; 
and  hence  we  find  that,  of  Ihe  twelve  acts  of  Con- 
gress relating  to  the  franking  privilege  of  its  mem- 
bers and  officers,  aU,  with  one  exoeptioD,  hive 
served  to  enlarge  the  right. 

The  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  KVeiHiev 
have  been  condocied  with  subeess  and  oonvenienee 
by  tbe  agents  of  the  Department,  with  liliie  titmbie 
lo  them,  bnd  -without  charge  upon  its  veaBs.  The 
act  of  the  4ib  July  last  has  occasioned  no  material 
change  in  the  financial  system  of  Ihis  Depnitment, 
except  substitnting  the  receivers'  general  for  tlw 
postmasters,  at  some  important  points,  as  Ihe  depo- 
sitaries of  its  fund".  But  the  penal  provisions  of 
tbe  ac',  which  make  the  using  or  loaning  the  pub- 
lie  moneys  a  conversion  and  embezzlement  of 
tbera,  and  punishable  as  a  criminal  offence,  are  a^ 
pKcable  to  po&tn:ia>ter.«,  and  cannot  fail  of  having 
a  salutary  influence  in  promoting  prompt  payment 
of  the  quarterly  balances,  of  which  iheiv  has  been 
great  improvement  tbe  lafet  few  yeai^  and  ia  pre^ 
venting  defaiealion?^ 

The  revision  of  tbe  tariff  of  postage,  widi  the 
view  lo  reduction  and  convenience,  bar,  for  some 
years  past,  attracted  the  public  atientiou,  and,  oa 
several  occasions,  t>een  brought  under  the  consMfe- 
raiioD  of  Congress  without  any  definite  action. 
At  the  second  se&siim  of  the  twenty-fifth  Congress, 
the  Hoose  of  Representatives  adopted  resolutions 
calling  on  the  P^stmat'er  Gkneral  to  stale  "what, 
in  his  opinion,  won  d  be  the  effect  on  the  ret  easts 
of  tbe  Department,  of  the  establishment  of  the 
following  tariff  of  postages  of  Utters:  On  letters 
conveyed  80  miles  and  under,  fiy«  cents;  over  80 
miles  and  not  exceeding  300,  ten  eeais;  over  9M 
and  not  exceeding  400,  fifteen  cents;  over  400 
miles,  twenty  cents;  and  to  si  ate  what  other  tanff, 
fixing  Ihe  rates  in  fedej-al  money,  and  baviag  ia 
view  the  greatest  reduction  consistent  wttb  the  aa- 
ces'ary  means  of  the  Department,  if  any,  in'  Vm 
judgment,  would  be  mere  just  than  the  above.  Aad 
that  he  also  s  ate  what  alteraiioas,  if  any,  may  ba 
made  in  the  present  rates  of  postage  on  newspa- 
pers, pamphlcis,  and  periodicals,  so  as  to  promote 
the  circulation  of  infurma'iun  without  dethment  to 
the  revenues  of  the  Deparlmen'." 

It  is  supposed  that  this  resolution,  in  conacction 
with  tbe  prevailing  interest  then  fell  in  the  soccess 
of  tbe  experiment  making  in  England  by  what  is 
cilird  the  penny  system,  indoced  the  late  PoUmas-. 
ler  General  to  commission  Oeorge  Pliti,  etq'.oge  of 
the  special  agents  of  this  Department,  to  visit  Bd> 
rope  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  such  infcnwa- 
iton  concern  ng  the  new  system  in  England,  and 
the  mail  establiihmen's  in  other  Baropean  eooa- 
trios,  as  might  condace  to  the  haprovement  ol  oar 
own  system. 

Mr.  Pliit  left  the  Uuittd  Stales  on  Ibis  special 
service  in  June,  1839,  and  reiitmed  in  AngoM  last. 
Tbe  results  of  his  inquiries  are  con'alned  te  Ibe  re- 
port prepared  by  him,  which  is  herewith  siibBiiNCd. 
It  contains  extensive  details  tending  to  show  the 
condition  and  management  of  tbe  mail  establish- 
ment in  several  of  the  most  important  coaatries 
in  Europe,  and  many  iniereutiDg  facts  and  «al«a^ 
ble  sugKestions  for  the  improvement  of  ihe  sysiem 
la  the  United  States.  Many  of  the  reforms  and 
iroprovemcoisrecommeded  are  deserving  of  eohside- 
ra'ien.  It  will  be  seen  that  be  rwommetads  an 
entire  change  in  onr  tariff  of  potuge,  and  to  have 
all  mail  milier  taxed  by  weight;  letters  not  weighing 
over  half  an  ounce  to  be  rated  at  five  cents  for  any 
distance  less  than  SDO  miles,  and  ten  cents  over 
that  di^iancr;  and  the  same  rates  for  every  addition- 
al half  ounce  when  prepaid,  and  double  those  rales 
when  not  prepaid.  As  such  a  change  woald  give 
great  relief,  not  only  to  the  comittercial  inter&t,  bnt 
to  the  whole  community,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
neither  the  pre.seat  condition  nor  future  prospectsof 
Ihe  esiablisbqieni  teem  to  jottify  togreat  a  redac- 
tion in  the  p.istag<>  tax. 

It  is  appateni  that  iu>  ewential  cbu^e  in  die 
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rates  of  postage  •honld  be  made  wiibont  great  con- 
sideration. Tbe  post  office  establisfament  is  differ- 
ent from  any  other  branch  of  the  pablic  service."  It 
is  ft  fundamental  principle  in  its  organization,  that 
it  is  to  he  sustained  hjr  its  own  reveoaes.  This 
principle  not  only  avoids  any  charge  apon  iheTkea- 
snry,  hot  serves  to  limit  and  regaUte  the  action  of 
the  Department.  Should  its  expenses,  in  vhole  or 
ia  pari,  be  thrown  npoa  the  Treasary,  even  for  a 
sincls  jrear,  it  might  be  difficalt  to  return  to  the 
present  principle ;  and  such  are  the  tempta- 
tions to  enlarge  tbe  circle  of  its  action,  that  it  wonid 
not  be  easy  to  prescribe  any  reasonable  limit  to  it. 
And  such  a  change  in  the  principle  of  the  Depart, 
ment,  embracing,  as  it  does,  such  a  vast  extent  of 
priTftte  interests,  both  in  number  and  amount, 
would  open  a  door  to  extensive  abnses,  wasteful  to 
the  public  revenue,  extending  its  patronagr,  and  at 
the  same  time  removing  ibe  checks  upon  it  which 
now  exist  Without  enlarging  upon  this  point,  it  is 
believed  that  no  one  will  be  disposed,  either  partial- 
ly or  temporarily,  to  throw  the  Dep«rtment  for  its 
sapport  on  the  National  Treasury. 

Any  sudden  and  material  reduction  of  its  reve- 
one,  therefoie,  would  render  it  necessary  to  make 
ft  corresponding  curtailment  of  the  mail  service, 
which  all  must  see  would  be  attended  wiih  the 
moat  serious  inconvenience  to  the  whole  commu- 
nity. And  as  the  present  revenue,  with  the  rea- 
sonable increase  that  may  be  aniieipated,  is  barely 
sufficient  to  support  the  Department  with  the  «x- 
isiing  wrrice,  and  such  necessary  improvements 
and  exteasions  as  will  be  required,  it  is  evident 
that  there  can  be  so  reduction  of  its  aggregate  re- 
venues. 

Tbe  question  therefore  of  the  redaction  of  its  re- 
venues is  excluded  from  consideration;  and  tbe 
only  matter  for  inquiry  is,  whether  tbe  same 
ftmotint  of  revenue  can  be  collected  with  the  pro- 
posed or  any  other  reduced  rates  of  postages?  There 
may  be  eases  in  every  branch  of  indirect  taxation, 
in  which  the  reduction  of  the  tax  will  increase  tbe 
ftmonnt  of  revenue.  But  this  resalt  can  only  be  re- 
alised, when  tbe  duty  is  ,9}'3corbitantly  high  as  to 
either  oecavion  gross,  evasions  of  the  law,  or  to 
dieck  ihe  bnsin&ss  on  which  the  lax  falls.  And 
although  the  redaction  of  the  rate  of  postage  would 
increase  conespondenee,  thpre  is,  in  my  jadgmeni, 
no  reason  to  believe  that  tbe  addition  of  revenue 
ttom  that  source  would  tqu  1  the  loss  from  the  re- 
daction of  lh«  rates.  The  •  .periment  now  making 
in  England,  appears  to  aflbrd  little  sapport  to  a 
contrary  opmiun,  for,  if  unofficial  information  can 
be  relied  upon,  the  revenue  there  has  fallen  off 
more  than  50  per  cent,  or  about  840,000  pounds 
sterling,  on  a  revenue  of  lers  than  3,000,000. 

Shall  we  then  he  forced  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  present  high  rates  of  kiter  postage  are  to  be 
permanently  maintained? 

This  would  seem  to  be  the  case,  unless 
there  be  a  change  in  tbe  system,  by  which 
the  expense  of  the  transportation  may  be  re- 
daeed,  tbe  correspondence  increased,  and  the 
postage  on  newspapers  and  printed  matter  be 
equalized  and  raised.  All  these  objects  are  prac- 
tieable,  and  their  united  inflaence  wOtlld  probably 
admit  of  a  greater  redaction  in  the  rates  of  letter 
postage,  than  is  proposed  in  tbe  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

Bach  a  reform  in  the  system,  in  my  judgment,  is 
demanded  by  views  of  public  policy,  and  tbe  higher 
considerations  of  private jasice'.  The  institutions 
of  this  country  are  based  on  the  prinelpU's  of  jus- 
tiee  and  eqnal  rights,  and  uiy  legislation,  and  more 
especially  any  system  of  taxation,  which  is  a  mani- 
fest violation  of  ihose  principle?,  can  only  be  sus- 
tained by  the  forbearance  of  public  opinion,  in 
snbjecting  it  to  that  test  by  which  all  pablic  mea- 
sures most  stand  or  fall. 

A  slight  examination  of  our  tariff  of  pottage,  in 
eompanson  with  the  expense  of  tbe  mail  establish- 
ment, is  sufficient  to  show  its  manifest  injus'lce. 

This  qaarterly  returns  of  postmasters  famish  no 
data  for  deiermiaing  the  relative  proportions  of  the 
diffeieat  kinds  ef  matter  conveyed  in  the  mail. 
During'Ooe  week  in  the  month  of  June,  1833,  an 
aeooont  was  taken  of  tbe  number  and  weight  of 
the  letters,  and  the  weight  of  the  newspapers  and 
other  printed  matter  received  to  beco&veyed|in  tbe 
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mail,  at  tbe  offiees  in  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
BsHimore,  Washington  City,  and  Richmond.  The 
tabular  statement  containing  these  facts  is  herewith 
submitted.  There  were  some  omissions,  and,  no 
doubt,  some  inaccuracies  in  the  process,  bat  the  re- 
sults are  sufficiently  correct  for  the  present  pur- 
pose. 

The  whole  weight  was  55,241  pounds;  of  which 
44.468  pounds  consisted  of  newspaperr,  8,837  of 
periodicals  and  pamphlets;  more  than  five-eighths 
of  which  being  pul>lic  documents  or  other  ttet 
packets,  deposited  in  the  office  at  Washington 
city;  and  the  letters,  both  taxable  and  rree,amouDled 
to  only  1,922  pounds,  being  something  less  than 
four  per  cent.  The  proportion  of  printed  matter 
received  at  these  offices,  and  espedally  daring  the 
session  of  Congress,  may  have  been  something 
greater  than  that  of  the  whole  mails  in  the  United 
States. 

It  will  net  be  far  from  the  truth,  to  estimate  the 
printed  matter  as  constitating  ninety-five  per  cent, 
of  the  whole  mails,  whilst  it  pays  but  about  twelve 
percent,  of  the  whole  gross  revenue,  and  but  about 
eight  per  cent,  of  the  nett  revenue,  the  commis- 
sions [on  the  postage  from  newspapers  and  pam- 
phlets being  more  than  on  that  from  letters. 

In  the  transportation,  constituting  the  principal 
exdenditure  of  tbe  establishment,  there  are  three 
main  elements  of  price: 

I.  The  bulk  and  weight  of  the  mail. 

3.  ^e  expedition  with  which  it  is  conveyed. 

3.  The  mtde  of  conveyance  when  not  controlled 
by  the  bulk  and  weight  of  the  mail,  but  in  refer- 
ence to  accommodating  the  public  travel. 

As  the  expense  of  expedition  depends  mainly  on 
the  weight  of  the  mail,  these  two  elements  of  price 
are,  essentially,  resolved  into  one;  so  that  the  ex- 
pense of  transportation  depends  on  the  bulk  and 
weight  of  the  mail,  and  the  mode  of  conveyanee, 
where  it  has  reference  to  the  public  travel,  and  is  of 
a  higher  and  more  expensive  grade  than  the  mail 
service  would  require. 

Tbe  services  of  postmasters  depend  on  tbe  amount 
of  mail  matter,  the  number  ef  packets  which  are  re- 
ceived, distributed,  or  delivered,  at  their  respective 
offices.  Bat  tbe  letters,  being  made  up  in(o  mails, 
require  some  more  labor  than  the  newspaper  and 
oihf  r  packages  not  sent  in  that  form. 

From  this  analysis,  it  is  apparent  that  nearly  the 
whole  expenditure  of  the  mail  establishment  is 
thrown  upon  correspondence;  it  pays  tbe  whole  ex- 
pense of  the  free  matter,  the  greater  portion  of  that 
of  newspapers,  periodicals  and  pamplets,  and  the 
entire  additional  etpense  incurred  for  accommo- 
dating the  public  travel. 

With  all  these  burdens,  not  properly  belonging 
to  it,  thrown  upon  correspondence,  Ihe  high  rate  of 
postage  on  letters  cannot  be  surprising;  nor  can  it 
be  reduced,  and  keep  up  the  present  extent  of  tbe 
mail  service,  with  tba  improvements  and  additiens 
.which  will  be  required,  without  some  portion  of 
those  burdens  are  removed  by  a  change  in  the  sys- 
tem. 

Nothing  can  be  more  apparent  than  the  pal- 
pable injustice  of  our  present  system  of  postage 
tariff. 

The  objections  against  a  high  protective  tariff  on 
importations  apply  with  still  more  force  to  our  ta- 
riff of  postages,  both  in  respect  to  principle  and 
tbe  degree  of  injastice.  In  the  former,  the  whole 
community  are  indirectly  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  a 
particular  clas5,' and  the  whole  interests  of  the  coun- 
try are  burdened  to  relieve  a  particular  interest,  but 
the  tax  being  indirect,  those  on  whom  it  falls  may, 
in  some  way,  derive  an  incidental  advantage  from 
It.  This,  at  UB5ii,  is  contended  by  its  advocates. 
The  postage  tariff  is  a  direct  tax  on  one  man  for 
the  benefit  of  another — a  direct  burden  on  one  class 
for  the  relief  of  another  class. 

What  principle  of  justice  or  public  policy  can 
sustain  a  law  which  taxes  a  correspon  lent  in  New 
York,  who  has  occasion  to  send  a  Icltrr  by  mail  to 
New  Orleans,  two  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  more 
than  the  service  is  woith,  or  costs,  to  enable  a  snb- 
scriber  in  New  York  to  a  newspaper  in  New  Or- 
leans to  have  it  conveyed  to  him  by  mail,  eighty- 
eight  per  cent,  less  than  the  actual  cost  of  tbe  ser- 
Tic«l    And  what  adds  to  this  injustice  is  the  fae 


that  the  mail  establidiment  is  a  Oovernment  mono 
poly,  which,  by  prohibiting  private  posts,  cmpels 
the  correspondent  to  send  his  letter  by  the  publie 
conveyance. 

Our  system  of  postage  tariff  was  derived  from 
England,  where  postage  was  a  tax  for  revenue 
analogous  to  the  stamp  tax,  as,  like  that,  it  was  a 
tax  on  business.  Here,  it  is  not  a  tax;  bet  in  the 
nature  of  freight,  or  a  clutige  for  ttie  service  per- 
formed. The  injustice,  therefore,  is  much  greater 
where  the  postage  is  levied,  not  for  revenue,  but  for 
defraying"  the  expense  of  the  mail  service. 

The  low  rates  of  postage  on  newspapers  and 
other  printed  matter,  originated  in  considerations  of 
public  policy,  and  were  designed  to  promote  the 
g*neral  dissemination  of  intelligence  among  tbe 
people.  But  the  reasons  fer  this  policy,  if  admit- 
ted ever  to  have  been  josr,  have  in  a  great  measure 
ceased  to  exist.  When^he  mail  establishment  was 
first  organized,  printing  was  confined  to  the  huge 
cities,  and  there  were  few  other  chaiwels  for  cons 
▼eying  newspapers  but  the  mails.  Now  then  are 
printing  esublishments  in  almost  every  viUage; 
and  railroads,  steamboats,  and  other  lines  of  com- 
munication, afford  cheap  and  convenient  channels 
for  conveying  newspapers  and  others  publications, 
tbe  greater  portion  of  which  are  distributed  among 
thepeople  without  the  agency  of  the  mail. 

With  the  view  to  remove  many  of  the  growing 
evils  of  the  mall  establishment,  and  secure  the  re- 
duction uf  letter  postage,  I  respectfully  propose  a 
change  in  the  system,  on  the  following  bases: 

I.  The  entire  abolition  of  the  franking  privilege, 
as  an  exclusive  personal  right,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Bxrctttive  and  the  heads  of  departments. 

S.  A  hmitation  by  law  of  the  maximum  rate  of 
compensation  for  all  steamboat,  railroad,  and  coach 
service. 

3.  Tbe  equalization  of  postage  on  newspapers 
and  other  printed  matter,  with  an  advance  of  one 
hundred  per  cent. 

4.  A  revision  ef  the  tariff  of  letter  postage,  with 
a  reduction  of  twenty-five  per  cent. 

The  effect  of  the  firrt  of  these  changes  would  be 
to  greatly  diminish  the  bulk  and  weight  of  the 
mails,  and  to  increase  the  pestage.  Probably  two- 
thirds  of  the  mail  matter  now  going  free  would  be 
excluded,  and  wkat  remained  would  be  charged 
with  postage;  and  the  two  cents  paid  for  tbe  deli- 
verr  of  free  packets  would  be  saved. 

The  newspapers  received  by  printers  in  ezchatige 
might  be  exempted  from  postage,  with  a  limitation 
by  law  of  the  number.  Letters  addressed  to  a 
postmaster  exclusively  on  the  business  of  his  office, 
it  might  be  reasonable  to  except  from  the  postage 
tax;  and  also  all  letters  written  by  postmasters  ex- 
clusively on  official  business,  provided  they  are  un- 
sealed, (except  when  addressed  to  another  postmas- 
ter or  agent  of  the  Department,)  so  that  the  office 
of  delivery  may  be  enabled  to  decide  whether  the 
letter  is  legally  and  properly  entitled  to  go  firee. 
The  postage  on  letters  received  by  members  of 
Congress  might  be  paid  from  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  two  HoBses,  and  on  those  sent  by  them  during 
the  session,  limited  to  a  certain  namber  daily;  or 
such  limited  number  per  day,  sufficient  for  their  of- 
ficial correspondence,  might  be  permitted  to  go  free 
of  postage;  and  public  docaments,priDted  by  the  order 
of  either  House  of  Congress,  to  possess  the  privi- 
lege they  now  do,  when  sent  by  a  member  with  bis 
certificate  that  ihey  were  public  documents. 

Such  a  modification  of  their  privilege  would  re- 
lieve members  of  Congress  from  mnch  oorrespond- 
ence  very  burde.isome  to  them,  and,  in  general,  of 
very  little  public  atility.  It  would  tend  to  arrest 
the  concentration  at  the  seat  of  Oovernment  of 
those  influences  which,  for  some  time  past,  appear 
to  have  directed  and  controlled  the  politics  of  the 
country ,  and  to  add  to  that  stimulus  which  aggravates 
political  excitements.  Tue  nslimited  extent  of  tbe 
franking  privi'ege  is  among  the  causes  which  have 
produced  the  ceotraliziiion  of  political  influence, 
by  enabling  it  to  exert  its  power,  wiih  a  view  lo 
a  definite  purpose,  over  the  country.  •' 

The  effect  of  the  sectrnd  change  would  be  to  re- 
duce the  expense  of  transportation,  and  on  many 
routes  10  sabetilute  a  lower  aad  cheaper  grade  of 
service,  as  wagon,  snikey,  or  horsey  in  the  place  of 
stage  or  eoaeh  service.  O 
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The  effect  of  eqaalizing  and  raising  the  postage 
on  aewtpapers  and  other  printed  matter,  wonld  be 
10  diminid)  (be  bulk  and  weight  of  the  mails,  and 
ioerease  thtt  branch  of  the  reTenne  about  one  hun- 
dred per  cent. 

The  revision  of  Ibe  tariff  of  letter  postage  on 
the  basis  of  a  lednetion  of  tweniy-flve  per  cent. 
would  iacreas:  correspondence,  yet  add  liitle  to  the 
balk, or  weight  of  the  mails,  and  the  postage  on  the 
additional  letters  conveyed  woald  supply,  in  part, 
the  loss  to  the  revenue  from  the  rednctloa  on  the 
rates. 

The  effect  of  the  whole  would  be  to  lighten  the 
mails,  and  render  their  bulk  and  weight  more  uni- 
fbrm;  to  eheapea  the  transportation,  and  secure 
more  regularity  in  the  service;  and,  by  reducing 
the  (ax  on  eonespondeuce,  relieve  the  commercial 
interest,  and  benefit  the  whole  community. 

The  tariff  of  postage  on  newspapers,  periodi- 
cals, and  pamphlets,  is  almost  as  aneqaal  and  un- 
just as  the  comparative  rates  of  postage  upon  let- 
ters and  printed  matter.  This  inequality  and  in- 
justice have  arisen  from  the  great  changes  which 
kare  taken  place  in  the  ibannfactare  of  paper, 
whereby  the  former  distinctions  as  to  dimensioos 
have  been  lost,  and  a  conesponding  change  in  the 
forms  of  pnblieations  introduced. 

All  newspapers  now  pay  the  tame  postage,  al- 
though some  are  ten  times  the  dimensioos  and 
weight  ot  others.  This  is  not  only  onjost  to  those 
who  pay  the  tax,  but  equally  so  to  the  publishers. 
It  gives  an  nndae  advantage  to  the  large  establish- 
ments in  the  commercial  cities  over  (he  pmny  pa- 
pers ill  the  same  places,  and  the  country  newspa- 
pers, which  are  more  removed  from  sinister  influ- 
ences, and,  in  general,  ate  the  most  independent 
channels  of  sound  public  opinion.  There  seems 
no  good  reason  for  the  difference  in  postage  be- 
tween periodical  and  non-periodical  pamphlets,  and 
the  distinction,  in  fact,  is  often  difficult  to  determine. 
By  the  present  law,  all  primed  matter,  except  news- 
papers, is  taxed  by  the  sheet;  and,  from  the  change 
m  the  forms  of  publicaiions,  the  postage  is  not  and 
cannot  be  collected  with  any  uniformity,  (Irom  the 
diffienlQr  experienced  by  postmasters  in  classing 
the  various  publications.  Sixteen  pages  of  octavo 
censtitute  a  sheet,  and  twenty-four  a  duodecimo, 
although  it  is  ofteu  nearly  impracticable  to  distin- 
goish  between  them. 

To  remove  all  these  difficulties,  and  establish  a 
unifprm  rate  of  postage  on  printed  matter,  the  best 
rule  wonld  be  to  tax  it  by  weight.  But  if  there  should 
be  objections  td  so  great  a  change,  newspapers 
could  be  divided  into  three  classes,  according  to 
their  dimeniion^,  on  the  plan  recommended  by  the 
late  Postmaster  General  in  his  annual  report  in 
1836.  To  tax  other  printed  matter  by  weight,  it  is 
believed,  there  can  be  no  objection.  Whether  the 
other  more  important  rrforms  which  have  been  re- 
commended be  effected  or  not,  the  tariff  of  post- 
age on  newspapers  and  printed  matter  urgently  de- 
mands a  radical  revision.  The  advance  on  the 
postage  of  newspapers  and  other  printed  matter, 
altbongh  regarded  as  eminently  jasi,  it  not  deemed 
indispensable  to  the  object  in  view;  as  a  revision 
and  equalization  of  the  tariff,  taking  a  common 
sized  newspaper  of  about  550  square  inches  as  the 
basis,  would  make  a  large  addition  to  this  branch 
of  the  revenue  of  the  Departmeitt. 

The  tariff  of  letter  postage  proposed  in  the  reso- 
lution  of  the  House  of  Repre-entatives  would  occa- 
sion a  reduction  in  that  branch  of  the  revenue, 
without  reference  to  the  increase  of  letters,  of  from 
twenhr  to  twenty-five  per  cent.  This  reduction, 
therefore,  wouM  amount  to  about  (900,000.  Tbe 
increase  of  revenue,  from  the  modifiration  and  re- 
striction of  the  franking  privilege,  may  be  estima- 
ted [at  |350,000;  and  that  from  an  increase  of 
correspondence  at  an  sqnal  sum.  The  saving  in 
the  transportation  cannot  well  le  estimated;  but  it 
wonld  no  doubt  amount  to  several  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  increase  of  gro^s  revenue  from 
postages  on  newspapers  and  other  printed  matter, 
with  the  advance  on  the  postage  as  proposed, 
would  probably  amount  to  |500,000.  Without  the 
advance,  the  revision  and  equalization  might  be 
estimated  to  produce  half  that  sum. 

These  changes  in  the  establishment  could  there- 
fore be  made  not  only  with  safety  to  its  finances, 


but  they  ceuld  hardly  fail   of  placing  them  in  a 
more  flourishing  condition. 

The  full  benefit  of  these  improvements  could 
not  be  realized  under  four  years;  that  period  being 
requisite  to  enable  all  the  contracts  to  be  made 
with  reference  to  them. 

It  may  be  deemed  an  inauspicious  time,  when 
the  finances  of  the  Department  are  low,  to  revise 
the  tariff  of  postages  on  the  basis  of  a  reduction. 
It  is  believed,  however,  that  it  can  be  most  safely 
and  jttdidonsly  done  at  such  a  period.  It  attempt- 
ed when  the  revenue  is  rapidly  increasing,  the  new 
tariff  would  unavoidably  be  in  some  degree  based 
on  a  state  of  revenue  which  wonld  be  found  to  be 
only  temporary.  Bat  from  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  finances,  it  wonld  be  necessary  to  post- 
pone tbe  reduced  tariff  of  letter  postage  until  the 
1st  of  luly,  1842.  And  by  the  other  changes  tak- 
ing effect  immediately,  less  retrenchments  would 
be  required,  and  the  finances  of  the  Department 
placed  in  a  prosperous  condition  at  the  period  the 
new  tariff  was  to  go  into  operation. 

These  change:  in  the  system,  when  their  benefits 
shall  have  been  fully  realized,  with  such  improve- 
ments as  will  naturally  suggest  themselves,  it  is 
confidently  believed,  will  admit  of  a  still  further  re- 
duction of  the  rates  of  letter  postage,  and  ulti- 
mately bring  them  down  fifty  per  cent. 

The  great  inconvenience  in  the  transaction  of  its 
business  to  which,  for  several  years,  this  Depart- 
ment has  been  subjected,  for  the  want  of  a  public 
building  adapted  to  its  uses,  and  (he  constant  ex- 
posure of  its  books  and  papers,  will  soon  be  re- 
moved by  the  completion  of  the  building  now  erect- 
ing for  it.  I  have  adopted  such  meaiures  as  were 
within  my  control  to  protect  the  present  building 
and  public  properly  from  fire.  The  building  now 
erecting  for  the  Post  Office  Department,  if  the  con- 
tractors do  not  obtain  from  CSongress  a  further  ex- 
tension of  ihe  lime  for  the  perf-^rmance  of  their  con- 
tracts, will  be  fit  for  occupation  in  the  course  of  the 
enstting  antumn. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  NILBS. 


PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  LAW. 

DEBATE  IN  THE  SENJlTE. 

MoNDAT,  Jandirt  4,  1841. 

Hie  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the 
public  land-;  who  .•hall  inhabit  and  cnltivate  the 
same,  and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being  the  spe- 
cial order  of  the  day,  was  taken  up.    . 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  a  brief  explanation 
of  lh'3  principles  and  enactments  <o{  this  bill  might, 
perbap>~,  be  proper  from  him,  as  he  had  reported  it 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands;  but,  in 
thiv  era  of  good  feeling  towards  "log  cabins"  and 
tbe  tenants  of  "log  cabins,"  which  had  recently 
been  manifested  all  over  the  country,  he  presumed 
a  very  brief  statement  would  be  sufficient.  They 
lived,  hesaidjin  what  might  emphatically  be  called 
the  era  of  good  feeling  towards  those  rude  places 
of  habitation,  and  their  humble  Qceupanls;  for, 
during  some  months  pa■^t,  they  had  bsen  the  espe- 
cial and  constant  theme  of  high  praise  and  eloquent 
encomium,  not  only  in  the  region  where  they  were 
almost  exclusively  to  be  fuuad,  but  even  in  oui^ 
cities,  and  in  more  refined  parts  of  the  country. 
Nor,  (said  Mr.  Clay,)  was  this  confined  merely  to 
political  discussions — ^it  had  been  made  to  enter 
into  every  thing  else— even  the  jewellery  worn  by 
many  of  our  most  fashionable  ladies,  and  the  orna- 
ments which  decorated  their  persons,  bore  tbe  im- 
press of  the  "log  cabin"  of  the  wilderness. 

He  (Mr.  Clit)  congratulated  iha  great  West, 
and  more  especially  tbe  tenants  of  the  "log  cabins," 
and  all  others,  wherever  they  might  be  situated, 
who  stood  in  need,  and  were  desirous  to  possess  a 
freehold,  on  the  favorable  auspices  under  which 
this  important  bill  had  been  introduced.  Looking 
to  all  these  favorable  indications,  and  thus  sus- 
tained by  public  sentiment  throughout  our  country, 
he  would  net  permit  himself  to  donbt  the  success 
of  the  measure;  and  he  hoped  there  would  not  be 
found  one  solitary  opponent  of  the  bill,  to  interrupt 
the  apparent  unanimity. 

He  said  he  mifht  here  allnde   to  the  Jtrj 


different  state  of  feeling  and  sentiment  which  had 
heretofore  prevailed  upon  ihe  subject  under  consi- 
deration. On  all  former  occasions  there  bad  beea 
strung,  decided,  and  he  might  almost  say  vio'eat 
opposition  lo  every  measure  intended  to  protect 
the  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  and  favor  their  in- 
terest. Even  during  the  last  se:Sion  of  Congress, 
Senators  would  recollect  what  strong  opposition 
was  en^nntered  by  the  pre-emption  bill  then  in 
progress,  and  which  ultimately  passed  both  Houses, 
and  received  the  President'-  approval  on  the  1st 
of  June,  1840.  It  would  be  recollected  that  that 
measure  pa^ed  both  Houses,  almost  by  a  strict 
party  vote — the  friends  of  the  pre»nt  Chief  Magis- 
trate supporting  it  with  great  unanimity,  as  one 
of  the  favorite  measures  of  his  Democratic  admi- 
nistration, whilst  those  opposed  to  him  resisted  the 
passage  of  the  bill  with  at  least  equal  unanimity. 
He  was  rejoiced  at  the  apparent  change  whi^ 
had  since  occurred.  Shortly  after  the  strennoos 
opposition  which  the  bill  alluded  to  had  encoua- 
leied  in  both  Houses,  almost  entirely  from  those 
opposed  to  the  Administration,  those  same 
gentlemen  (the  Whigs)  had  become  the  most  ar- 
dent in  their  professions  of  attachment  to  "log  ca- 
bins" and  their  occupants.  He  repeated  his  con- 
gratulations to  the  meritorious  class  of  citizens 
whose  interests  were  so  deeply  involved  in  this 
measure,  that,  from  the  manifestations  of  the  six 
months  which  preceded  the  late  Presidential  elec- 
tion, the  Whig  party  had  now  become  their  most 
zealous  friend.^;  and  that  henceforward  there  would 
be  a  generous  rivalry  between  the  two  gremt  politi- 
cal  parties  which  divided  the  country,  in  the  sup- 
port of  the  privilege  of  pre-emption,  the  reduction 
and  graduation  of  the  price  of  public  land,  and 
every  ether  measure  of  liberality  to  the  new  Stales, 
and  the  humble  cultivators  of  the  soil. 

He  said  he  might  here  take  oceasioD  to  re- 
mark that  he  was  po  new  convert  to  the  policy  pro- 
posed by  this  bill.  It  tras  one  which  he  had  la- 
bored to  advance,  at  least  with  earnest  real  and 
persevering  afsiduitfi,  for  the  last  twelve  years,  in 
one  branch  of  Congnss  or  the  other,  except  for  a 
brief  interval  of  abselee|^iid  even  then  he  was  not 
wholly  inactive.  It  had  long  heeu  a  favorite  poliqr 
with  him,  through  Ihe  medium  of  pre-emptioB 
laws,  and  other  kindred  measutes,  if  possible,  to 
make  every  freeman  a  freehtilder.  In  favor  of 
such  a  policy  he  had  often  before  raised  hi* 
voice,  and  expressed  his  strong  convictions.  Bot 
heretofore  he  had  been  the  representative  of  a 
people  wh3  were  immediately  interested  in  the 
passage  of  bills  of  this  description.  When  be  finr 
took  his  seat  in  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  a 
considerable  district  of  county,  which  had  been 
ietlled  for  some  years,  was  ready  to  be  brought 
into  market;  and  since  that  period,  other  large  por- 
tions of  the  State  of  Alabama  had  been  acquired 
by  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  almost  simnl- 
laneonsly  covered  with  a  hardy  and  indnstrioos 
population.  Hence,  always  heretofore,  his  con- 
stituents were  to  be  ben^ted  by  the  passage  of 
pre-emption  laws,  and  the  support  he  had  given 
them  might,  perhaps,  have  rendered  him  liable  to 
the  imputation  of  interested  motives — as,  although 
he  was  not  ^[kersonally  interested,  and  never  ob- 
tained a  pre-emption  in  his  life,  he  might  have 
been  supposed  to  pursue  the  courra  he  did  to  ilt- 
graiiate  himself  with  his  constituents.  But  now 
he  had  the  good  fortune  to  occupy  a  very  different 
position.  Every  acre  of  land  in  Alabama,  not 
owned  by  individuals,  had  become  the  property  of 
the  (government;  there  was  no  portion  of  the  ter- 
ritory within  that  State  subject  to  the  claim  of  any 
Indian  tribe.  The  Indian  title  lo  the  last  remnant 
of  their  territory  had  been  extinguished  several 
years  ago;  and  he  believed  there  was  none  that 
had  not  been  surveyed  for  the  last  twelve  or  eigh- 
teen months.  It  had  been  settled  still  longer,  and, 
consequently,  was  subject  to  be  claimed  under  tbe 
pre-emption  laws  of  1838  and  1840.  Hence,  so  fat 
as  regarded  pre-emptions,  all  his  eoastitticnls  weie 
provided  for,  and  he  was  now  as  disiateiested  as 
any  other  Senator  in  that  chamber.  Alabama  had 
no  special  interest  in  the  bill,  except  as  it  embraeed 
lands  subject  (o  private  entry,  commonly  called  re- 
ftise  lands.  But  he  was  glad  to  have  this  opporta- 
nity  to  giv;  disintcre^ed  evidence,  hJm  mnHA  bjr 
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bis  70te  on  this  occasion,  of  his  approbation  of  the 
principle  and  policy  of  the  measure.  He  was  sa- 
tisfied it  was  ibe  tnie  policy.  He  bad  hiihsrto 
,  maintaintd,  and  he  now  maiDtaioed  with  equal 
eaniestpess,  that  Oovernmeot  oaght  to  extend  fa- 
Tor  to  those  who  will  settle  and  improre  the  pabiic 
lands.  He  would  go  further,  and  say,  if  the  pub- 
lic lands  were  sold  under  our  pre-emption  laws  for . 
less  money  than  when  sold  at  auction,  even  for 
kalf  price,  it'  uroald  be  (he  policy  of  this,  as  it  bad 
been  of  erery  other  Government,  to  confer  pecn- 
liar  privities  on  those  who  settle  and  improve 
Ihem;  for  tbereby  the  «ide>?pread  domain  of  the 
United  States  was  teadcred  productive,  and  the 
rosotirtcs  of  the  conntry  enlarged  and  improved. 

H*  (Mr.  C)  contended  that  it  was  not  wild  and  un- 
««llivated  land,  however  extensive,  that  constitnted 
Ibe  wealth  or  streagtfa  of  a  country.  He  contrast- 
ed the  pietent  eontUlton  of  the  valley  of  the  Mis- 
-siasippi — the  great  West — with  a  drnie,  na- 
menras,  and  enlightened  papulation,  in  a  high 
state  of  improvement  and  cultivation,  yieM- 
ing  annually  the  most  abundant  supplies  of 
every  thing  necessary  to  the  sabsiatenee,  com- 
fort, and  enjoyment,  of  civilized  man — with  what  it 
woiikl  have  been,  had  it  remained  a  wilderness 
till  Ibe  present  day.  He  asked,  how  different  U  was 
now,  either  in  furnishing  reeoarces  for  the  support 
of  GJoverament,  or  the  men  and  means  fir  the  na- 
tioaal  defence,  compared  with  what  it  would  have 
been,  if  it  bad  remained  unsettled,  unimproved, 
and  ouealtivatedl  Was  it  not  obvious,  that  it 
would  have  been  belter  to  have  given  aw»y  all  that 
'  portion  of  the  public  domain  to  have  bronjtbt 
about  the  present  prosperous  condition  of  things, 
than  to  have  retained  it  till  now,  if  ten  or  twenty 
times  the  Government  price  could  be  realized  fcom 
its  sale?  He  thought  these  views  could  not  be  well 
controverted;  and  if  true  in  r^ard  to  the  settled 
part  of  the  country,  was  it  not  equally  so  as  re- 
garded the  portion  of  the  public  domain  which  still 
remained  nnoccupiedl  If  we  bad  derived  all  the 
advantages,  at  which  he  had  hastily  glanced,  from 
the  occupancy  and  cultivation  of  one  portion,  it 
was  fair  to  presume,  that  we  should  derive  corre- 
sponding benefits  from  the  improvement  and  culti- 
vation of  another. 

But,  (said  Mr.  Clit)  in  pbint  of  fact,  there  is  no 
sacrifice  of  pecuniary  inteiccjt  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  even  at  the  time  of  sale,  on  the 
plan  proposed  by  this  bill — at  least  none  worthy 
of  conkideraiioa.  He  said  it  would  only  be 
necessary  for  gentlemen  to  turn  their  auention 
to  a  report  made  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Ge- 
neral Land  OIBce,  on  the  8iti  of  January,  1838, 
with  the  accompanying  table,  and  to  a  similar 
statement  made  by  him  on  the  16:h  of  January 
^  last,  to  satisfy  them  of  the  correctness  of  this  posi- 
tion. The  cash  system  commencad  on  the  1st  of 
July,  1820;  the  report  first  alluded  to,  showed  the 
average  prices  from  that  time  to  the  30ih  of  Sep- 
tember, 1837;  and  the  last  gave  the  average  prices 
from  the  221  June,  1838,  (when  the  pre-emptioji 
law  of  that  year  was  approved,)  up  to  its  date,  in 
January  list — embracibg  a  peridl  of  about  nine- 
teen years.  The  cash  syetem  ha4,been  in  opera- 
tion abcut  ten  years  before  the  passage  cf  the  first 
general  pre-emption  law — which  was  on  the  29ib  of 
May,  1830.  Let  gentlemen  ezamioe  the  average 
prices  before  the  passage  of  that  act,  and  compare 
them  with  the  average  prices  since  received,  and 
Ihey  will  be  satisfied  I  am  c^rree'.  in  saying  the  pre- 
emption laws  result  in  no  material  lo»s  to  the  Go- 
vernment. Mr.  Clay  then  read  from  the  report  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Gmerai  Land  Offi&v 
showing  the  averai^e  prices  paid  for  public  lands,  in 
each  year,  since  Ibe  commencement  of  cash  sales, 
as  follows: 

The  average  price  paid  in  18^0  was  |l  40  per  acre. 

Do.  1821  1  50  do. 

Do.  1823  1  28  do. 

Do.  It<23  1  30  do. 

Do.  1834  1  37  do. 

Do.  1825  1  35  do. 

Do.  1826  1  33  do. 

Do.  1827  1  42  do. 

Do.  1828  I  26  do. 

Do.  1839  1  26  do. 

Da.  1830  1  36  do. 


Now,  (said  Mr.  Clat.)  up  to  the  29ih  of  May,  { 
1830,  thtrt  wu  no  gtnttal  pre-emption  Imt.  For 
the 'two  years  preceding  (1628  and  1829>  the  ave- 
rage price  in  each  wai  but  (1  26  per  acre,  and  it 
continued  the  same  duriag  the  year  1830,  in  only 
the  last  half  of  which  did  that  law  operate.  Here 
was  an  excess,  in  two  consecutive  years,  before 
the  passage  of  the  act,  of  only  on*  cent  per  acre^ 
above  the  minimum  price;  and  in  Ibe  following 
year,  during  half  of  which  the  first  pre-emption 
law  was  in  operation,  the  price  remained  the 
same. 

Now,  (said  Mr.  Clav,}  what  has  been  the  re- 
sult under  the  pre-emption  polic>1  The  official  re- 
port will  answer  the  qnestioD.  For  the  year  1831, 
(during  the  first  half  of  which  the  fiist  pre-emption 
law  coDtinued  to  operate,)  the  average  price  wa« 
$1  38  per  acre — two  cents  higher  than  it  had  been 
either  of  the  three  preceding  years.  In  1832,  when 
no  pre-emption  law  was  in  force,  the  average  price 
was  but  |1  27  per  acre.  In  1833,  the  average 
price  was  |1  39  per  acre.  In  1334,  when  anew 
pre-emption  law  was  pa.ssed,  to  continue  in  foice 
two  years,  the  average  price  was  |1  31  per  acre; 
and  in  1835,  (throughout  which  lh<t  same  law  was 
in  force)  the  average  price  was  |1  27  per  acre. 
In  1836,  during  the  labt  half  of  which  there  was  no 
pre-emption  law,  the  averago  pries  was  bat  |1  35 
per  acre;  and  again  in  1837,  (sull  no  pre-ewption 
law,)  the  average  price  was  but  |1  28  per  acre. 

It  also  appeared  (raid  Mr.  C.)  from  the  state- 
ment of  the  Commissioner,  made  in  January  last, 
exhibiting  the  rwult  of  sales  from  the  22d  of  June, 
1833,  (when  another  pre-emption  law  passed,)  up 
to  the  then  latest  returns,  that  Ihe  average  price 
received  for  nearly  seven  milliuus  of  acres,  was 
but  |1  36  18  100  per  acre;  and  on  the  part  sold  at 
auction,  exclusive^,  only  fl  23  33-100  per  acre. 

Now  (said  Mr.  Clay)  is  it  not  apparent  that  the 
prices  received  for  the  ten  years  before  the  com- 
mrneement  ef  the  pie-empiion  system,  and  those 
received  for  the  nine  years  since,  during  a  long 
portion  of  which  pre-emptio3  laws  have  been  in 
operation,  are  not  materially  different,  if  at  all)  Do 
not  these  official  statements  establish  that  we  it- 
ceive  as  much  money  from  the  actual  settler  an  I 
cultivator  as  we  would  receive  from  the  specula- 
tor or  landmongett  And  is  not  the  question  dis- 
tinctly presented,  whether  wu  will  sell  the  public 
domain,  in  small  quantities,  lo  men  of  small  ca- 
pital, who  will  immediately  occupy,  improve,  and 
render  it  productive,  or  whether  it  i.:  our  brtter  po- 
licy to  sell  at  auction  to  bands  of  »pecula>nrs  and 
capitalists,  in  large  quantities,  to  lie  idle  and  un- 
profitable till  they  can  extort  the  desired  profit 
from  those  whose  necessiiies  compel  them  to  have 
it)  Yes,  sir;  this  is  Ihe  qne»tion  for  our  grave 
consideration.  And  can  an  American  Congress 
hesitate  as  to  the  answer  we  shall  give  it  by  our  le- 
gislation? He  hoped  the  piriod  when  there  could 
b«  any  doubt  upon  this  question  bad  gone  by, 
and  that  now  a  favorable  response  would  come 
from  all  quarters. 

He  said  be  had  omitted  to  mention  one  fact  con- 
nected with  the  .<«les  of  the  public  Ian ',  which 
was  worthy  of  con^derlction^^thal  was  the  greater 
expense  incurred  by  the  Government,  in'  sales  at 
auction,  than  in  those  nnder  the  preemption  laws, 
or  by  private  entry.  In  the  latter,  the  Government 
was  at  no  expense  whatever,  beyond  Ihe  regular 
and  established  salary  and  commissions  of  the 
rrgisters and  receivers;  while  the  sales  at  auction 
involved  additional  expenses,  in  the  employment 
of  auctioneers,  extra  compeoiation  lo  registers  and 
receivers  and  expenditure  for  addiiional  citric  hire 
— he  had  not  made  any  precise  estimate — but  pro- 
bably amouDiiug  to  at  L-ast  four  or  five  per 
centum.  And  this  amount  of  additional  expense 
was  to  be  deducted  from  the  small  exce<i9  above 
the  minioinm,  which  might  appear  to  be  gained  by 
sales  at  auction. 

But  (said  Mr.  Clat)  suppose  the  Government 
were  to  profit  even  to  double  the  amount  of  the 
average  excess  which  may  be  suppo>e«l  to  appear 
by  the  reports  from  the  General  Land  Office,  to 
which  be  had  referred,  would  the  paltry  difference 
of  two  or  three,  or  evtn  ten  cents  an  acre,  be  a 
sufficient  inducement  with  American  statesmen  to 
jeopard  the  peacf ,  the  safety,  and  the  interest  of 


the  numerous  families  which  are  annually  settled 
on  the  public  lands}  Bio,  sir:  the  Government 
would  lose  infinitely  more  by  such  a  coarse,  in 
paralyzing  the  energies,  and  crippling  the  resources 
of  those  hardy  and  enterprising  pioneers,  than  could 
be  compensated  by  any  pecuniary  giin. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  Clav,)  money  is  ihe  smallest,  and 
about  the  last,  consideration,  that  should  enter  into 
or  influence  our  policy  in  the  management  of  the 
public  domain.  It  is  a  consideration  which  has 
never  controlled  the  policy  of  other  Governments, 
ever  which  it  is  our  pride  to  boast  a  superiority. 
It  was  not  the  policy  of  Great  Britain,  still  less, 
perhaps,  of  Fiance  and  Spain,  in  the  disposition  of 
the  lands  claimed  by  Ihem  at  an  earlier  period  of 
onr  history.  Occupancy,  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment of  the  resources  of  the  country,  were  the 
considerations  upon  which  they  granted  the  lands 
of  the  Crown. 

Nor  was  money  the  consideration  which  induced 
theoriginal  States  to  cede  positionsof  their  territory, 
except,  perhaps,  so  far  as  to  aid  in  the  payment  of 
national  debt,  contracted  in  the  war  of  indepen- 
dence. They  had  much  more  exalted  purposes  in 
view;  to  put  down  controversies  about  territorial 
limits;  to  quiet  jealousies  between  the  different  mem- 
bers of  the  confederacy;  to  build  up  prosperous 
communities;  to  create  new  States,  and  tbereby  add 
new  stats  to  the  bright  constellation  of  our  glonons 
Union.  These  were  the  bright  and  laudable  mo- 
tives which  operated  npon  all  the  States  which 
made  cessions  of  territory;  it  was  apparent  in  all 
the  compacts  between  those  Slates  and  the  General 
Government,  e&pecially  in  that  of  Virginia,  the 
mother  of  States;  and  not  the  sordid'  considera- 
tion of  making  money  for  themselves,  or  Ihe  Gene- 
ral Government. 

He  further  remarked  that  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration might  be  fairly  regarded  merely  as 
a  measure  to  change  the  mode  of  sale  from  auc- 
tions to  private  entry.  He  tfaonght  he  had  suffi- 
ciently shown  that  it  would  not  materially  affect 
the  amount  of  revenue  derived  from  this  source, 
even  if  the  quantity  xold  shou'd  be  the  same.  But 
be  said  the  sales  would  undoubtedly  be  greatly 
augmented,  and  consequently,  much  more  money 
would  be  brought  into  the  Treasury  wiUiin  a  given 
period,  than  under  the  present  system. 

This  bill,  too,  was  free  from  the  objections  which 
had  been  urged  against  the  other  pre-emption  laws 
of  Ibe  last  twelve  years.  It  had  been  urged  that,  by 
those  pre-emption  lawr,  rewards  were  given  to  per- 
sons who  were  irb^passers  on  the  public  prop^ty, 
who  were  worthless  in  character,  and  who  set  the 
law  at  defiance,  by  t«Uling  upon  the  public  domain, 
with  no  more  right  than  tbcy  bad  to  seize  jipen  the 
public  Treasury,  upon  our  vessels  of  war,  and  onr 
forts  and  arsenals.  Now  such  was  not  the  bill  un- 
der consideration.  Here  the  bill  was  prospective, 
unless  it  was  in  respect  to  those  who  had  become 
settlers  since  the  dale  of  the  last  pie  empiion  law. 
The  main  object  of  the  bill  was  not  to  protect  those 
who  were  called  trespassers  and  violaters  of  the 
laws,  but  to  say  to  the  hardjf  caliivaior 
of  the  land,  who  gave  an  earnest  of  being 
a  cultivator,  that  he  sboull  be  safe  in  the 
possession  of  the  fruits  of  bis  labor.  Nor  was 
it  confined,  as  was  said  by  another  class  of  object- 
ors, to  the  iohabitants  of  ihe  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, or  to  the  great  West.  Heretofore  it  |;ad 
been  urged  that  the  bills  were  partial — it  was  ob- 
jected, not  only  that  they  were  rewarding  the  vio- 
laters of  the  law,  but  that  they  were  confining  its 
advantages  to  them  and  to  the  settlers  within  the 
limits  of  the  new  Slates  and  Territories;  but  this  was 
broader  in  its  provisions,  and  it  held  ont  the  same 
inducements  to  the  iaddjirious  and  enterprising  of 
the  old  Staler,  that  it  held  out  to  the  new  Stales. 
Now,  he  regarded  this  as  an  important  feature  in 
this  bill,  and  one  which,  with  due  deference  to  those 
wha  differed  from  him  in  opinion,  itseemed  to  him, 
should  silence  all  objectors,  leaving  out  of  view  the 
enthusiasm  in  favor  of  log  cabins,  and  their  occu- 
pants, which  bad  been  prevailing  '  for  some  time 
pas'.  But  by  ibis  law  ibe  poor  man  of  the  old 
Stales  had  it  placed  within  his  power,  if  industrious 
and  enterprisiDg,  to  go  forward  to  the  new  States, 
with  the  guarantee  held  ont  to  him  of  a  title  lo  this 
luid  on  the  payment  to  the  Govemisent  cf  (1 25  per 
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sen.  Ii  seemed  to  him  that  by  ihe  old  States  it 
shoakl  be  regarded  with  more  favor  than  by  the 
new  States.  In  the  new  Slates  they  had  learned  by 
ezperienee,  and  the  practice  of  enterprise  and  in- 
dostry,  that  ihsy  eoald  be  independent.  There 
wen  is  those  Territories  few  wealthy  landlords, 
with  crowds  of  (eiiants  aronnd  them}  bat  he  shonld 
be  pleased  to  know  what  number  of  freemen  there 
were  in  the  older  States  who  were  not  freeholders, 
bat  who  were  dependent  on  their  daily  labor  for 
tiie  support  of  tbemselves  and  their  families.  They 
were  donbtless  very  nnmeroas — and  to  all  sach 
Ibis  bill  hdd  oat  the  promise  of  relief. 

A  citizen  of  an  old  State,  if  be  stands  in  need  ef  a 
pennanent  hornet  to  subsist,  rear,  and  edncat*  bis 
family,  is  here  guarantied  one,  if  he  has  the  enter- 
prise to  seek  it.  Now  was  there  any  objeclinn  tu 
Hubt  It  was  the  principle  of  a  free  Government 
that  every  citizen  shonld  have  the  pow^r  of  free 
locomotion— that  every  one  should  have  the  right 
to  rsmove  from  one  part  to  another,  and  even  to 
abandon  his  country  if  ht  thought  proper.  Let 
not,  then,  this  be  any  longer  palled  a  new  Stat^ 
measure,  or  one  that  is  partial  in  its  operation;  it 
was  no  lon^r  oalcalated  to  benefit  the  new  States 
or  Territories,  but  to  benefit  every  one,  from  one 
end  of  this  widc'^pread  confederacy  to  the  other, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  be  jost  to  the  (Jovemment; 
it  only  required  that  a  man  shonld  become  a  culti- 
vator of  the  soil— that  he  shonld  place  himself  on 
any  part  of  the  uncultivated  lands,  and  pay  to  Qo- 
vemment  the  minimum  price.  It  was  equal  in  its 
operation— holding  out  the  same  boon  to  citizens 
of  the  old  as  well  as  the  new  Slates— and  requiring 
ihe  same  price  firom  all. 

This  measure,  then,  not  only  recommended  iteelf 
to  the  fa<ror  of  ah  those  who  supported  the  pre-emp- 
tion projects  of  the  last  twelve  yean,  but  it  assumed 
higher  grotud:  inrtead  of  being  partial  in  its  ope- 
ration— instead  of  being  confined  to  the  new  States 
and  Territories,  it  extended  the  privilege  alike  to 
the  citizens  of  all  the  twenty-six  Slates;  white  it 
was  liberal  to  the  people,  it  did  no  injustice  to  the 
Qovemment;  and  he  tmsted  it  would  pass  with  a 
unanimity  with  which  no  other  measure  ever'  has 
passed  in  regard  to  the  pnblic  lands. 

He  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  say  more;  for  he 
did  not  believe  it  possible  there  could  be  any  well 
founded  objectira  to  this  bill.  Indeed,  in  saying  as 
much  as  he  had  said  in  explanation  of  the  provi- 
sions which  it  contained,  be  had  rather  adhered  to 
form,  than  spoken  from  any  conviction  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  that  conrse;  and  he  should  now  content 
himself  with  voting  for  this  bill,  wi'houi  saying 
more  io  its  favor. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  two  bills  standing  toge- 
ther On  the  opecial  orders,  in  relation  to  the  public 
lands,  the  one  for  graduating  the  price,  and  the 
other  for  establishing  a  permanent  pre-emption 
system,  wert  hills  upon  the  same  subject,  mutually 
connected  with  each  other,  and  very  fit  and  proper 
to  be  discnssf  d  and  passed  together.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  discuss  one  without  discussing  the  oihtr; 
and,  as  it  would  save  lime,  and  be  within  the  rules 
of  propriety  and  order,  he  should  avail  himself  of 
tbe  discussion  of  one  to  speak  of  both. 

It  woukl  be  recollected,  that  he  had  heretofore 
spoken  of  the  sentiments  of  the  present  President 
of  tbe  United  States,  (Mr.  Van  Baren,)  as  being 
favorabUi  to  the  principles  of  both  bills — as  having 
presented  his  opinions  to  that  effrct  in  official  mes- 
sages— and  he  bad  taken  it  upon  himself  to  say 
that  he  was  entitled  to  more  credit  for  the  senti- 
ments he  had  ixprened,  and  the  part  he  bad 
acted  on  this  subject,  than  any  pnblic  man  in  the 
United  States;  and  be,  (Mr.  Bbmton,)  h<d  raid 
.  these  things  with  a  Aill  knowledge  of  what  he  was 
saying,  and  with  a  full  determination  to  prove 
what  be  said  when  the  proper  opfortnnii;  presented 
itself.  That  opportnnity  had  now  arrived.  The 
two  bills  were  before  ihe  Senate;  the  discussion 
bad  commenced  upon  them;  and  the  offi- 
dally  expreswd  opinions  of  the  Presidsnt  were 
fit  and  proper  matter  to  be  presented  to  the 
Senate.  He  wonld,  therefore,  present  the 
recommendations  of  President  Van  Buren  on 
the  snbjeet  of  pre-emptions  and  graduated  prices 
of  the  paWe  lands,  as  he  found  them  in  his  aimual 
,  aad  he  would  afterwards  say  something 


in  justification  of  his  assertion,  that  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren deserved  more  credit  for  his  conduct  on  the 
question  of  the  public  landr,  and  was  entitled  to 
more  gralilnde  from  the  euitivating  and  farming 
interest,  than  any  other  public  man  in  America. 

Tbe  first  exuact  to  which  he  would  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate,  was  from  th«  President's  Mes- 
sage of  December,  1837,  which  was  in  tbe  follow- 
ing words: 

"A  large  portion  of  our  citizens  have  seated 
themselves  on  the  public  lands,  without  authority, 
since  the  passage  of  the  last  pre-emption  law,  and 
now  ask  the  enactment  of  another  to  enable  them 
to  retain  the  lands  occupied,  upon  payment  of  the 
minimum  Government  price.  They  ask  that  which 
has  been  repeatedly  granted  before.    If  the  future 
may  be  judged  of  by  the  past,  little  harm  can  be 
done  to  the  interests  of  the  Treasury  by  yielding  to 
their  request.    Upon  a  critical   examination,  it  is 
found  that  the  lands  sold  at  Ihe  public  sales,  since 
the  introduction  of  cash  payments,  in  1890,  have 
prodnced,  on  an  average,  the  nett  revenue  of  only 
six  cents  an  acre  more  than  the  minimum  Gh>vem- 
ment  price.    There  is  no  reason  to  suppoee  thaf 
future  sales  will  be  mors  productive.    The  Go- 
vernment, therefore,  has  no  adeqaate  pecuniary  in- 
terest to  induce  it  to  drive  these  people  from  the 
lands  they  occupy,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  them 
to  others."     ••••••     "A  poUcy 

which  should  be  limited  to  the  mere  object  of  sell- 
ing the  lands  for  tbe  greatest  possible  sum  of 
money,  without  regard  to  higher  considerations, 
finds  but  few  adrucates.  On  the  contrary,  it  is 
generally  conceded,  that,  while  the  mode  of  dispo- 
sition adopted  by  the  Government  should  always 
be  a  prudent  one;  yet  its  leading  object  ought  to  be 
the  early  settlement  and  cultivation  of  the  lands 
sold;  and  that  it  should  discounienanee,  if  it  can- 
not prevent,  the  accumulation  of  Isrge  tracts  in  the 
same  bands,  which  mnst,  necessarily,  retard  the 
growth  of  the  new  States,  or  entan  upon  them  a 
dependent  tenantry,  aU'l  its  attendant  evils." 

In  the  message  of  December,  1838,  be  foimd 
tbe  following  passage: 

"Our  experience  under  the  act  passed  at  tbe  last 
session,  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on 
tbe  public  lands,  has  as  yet  been  too  limited  to  en- 
able us  to  pronounce  with  safety  upon  the  efficacy 
of  its  provisions  to  carry  out  the  wise  and  liberal 
policy  of  the  Government  in  that  respect.  There 
is,  however,  the  best  reason  to  anticipate  flivorable 
results  from  its  operation.  The  recommendations 
formrrly  submitied  to  yt  u  in  respect  to  a  gradu- 
ation of  Ibe'prioe  of  the  public  lands,  remain  to  be 
finally  acted  upon.  Having  found  no  reason  to 
change  the  views  then  expressed,  yonr  at'entlon  to 
them  is  again  respectroUy  requested." 

The  message  of  December,  1839,  contained  these 
observations: 

"On  a  former  occasion  your  attention  was  invited 
to  various  considerations  in  support  of  a  pre-emp- 
tion law  in  behalf  of  the  settlers  on  the  public  land<, 
and  also  of  a  law  graduating  the  prices  for  surh 
lands  as  had  long  been  in  the  market  unsold,  in 
consequence  of  their  inferior  quality.  Tbe  ezecn- 
tion  of  the  act  which  was  passed  on  the  first  sub- 
jeer,  has  been  attended  with  the  happiest  conse- 
quences, in  quieting  titles,  and  securing  improve- 
ments to  the  industrious;  and  it  has  al»o,  to  a  very 
gratifying  extent,  been  exempt  from  the  frauds 
which  were  prac>ised  under  previous  pre  emption 
laws.  It  has,  at  the  same  time,  as  was  anticipated, 
eontribnted  liberally  daring  the  present  year  to  the 
receipts  of  the  Treasury. 

"The  passage  of  a  graduation  law,  with  tbe 
guards  before  recommended,  would  also,  I  am  per- 
suaded, add  considerably  to  the  revenue  for  seve- 
ral years,  and  prove  in  otber  respects  just  and  be- 
neficial. 

"Your  early  consideration  of  the  si^bject  is  there- 
fore once  more  earnestly  requested." 

And  lastly,  from  the  message  of  December,  1840, 
he  made  the  following  quotations 

"Tbe  avaibible  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
1st  of  January  next,  is  estimated  at  one  million  and 
a  half  of  dollars.  This  snm,  with  the  expected  re- 
ceipts from  all  sources  daring  the  next  year,  will,  it 
is  believed,  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  Government 
to  meet  every  engagement,  and  leave  a  suitable 


balance  in  the  Treasnry  at  tbe  end  of  tbe  year,  if 
the  remedial  measnres  connected  with  the  costoms 
and  the  public  lands,  hetetoloK  recommended, 
shall  be  adopted,  and  the  new  appropriations  by 
Congress  shall  not  carry  the  expoiditnres  beyond 
tbe  official  estimates." 

Now  diese  were  extracts  from  tbe  foar  diliiBrat 
messages  from  Mr.  Van  Buren  during  the  fonr 
years  that  he  had  the  filled  the  Presidential  diair. 
liie  extracts  spoke  for  themselves;  they  showed 
the  scntimeals  of  tbe  President;  and  they  shotted 
him  to  be  what  a  patriot  President  should  be — the 
nneompromisiig  enemy  of  q>ecalator8,  aad  the 
flrank  and  thorough  friMtd  of  the  settlers  and  caU- 
tivators.  The  President  was  for  pre-emptions,  and 
graduatire  prices;  and  these  were  the  two  tbiagi 
which  the  speculatora  abhor,  which  the  good  of  Ite 
country  required,  and  what  every  settler  and  cniti- 
vatcr  had  been  demanding  for  many  years.  The 
sentiments  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  were  made  clear  on 
these  two  great  points.  Re  bad  spoken  for  him- 
self, and  that  not  once,  or  twice,  bat  four  times; 
not  in  a  private  conversation,  or  in  a  letter,  or  in 
electioneering  baraogues,  but  officially  and  jmb- 
liely,  in  his  high  cbajraoter  of  President,  aad  ander 
the  responsibility  of  the  constitutional  injaaelioa  to 
recommend  to  Congress  the  measares  which  he 
deemed  proper  for  their  consideration.  Tbem 
were  the  sentiments — this  tbe  condnet  of  Pieeideat 
Van  Buren;  and  for  the  manner  in  whidi  he  bad 
taken  these  sentiments  up,  pud  expressed  tbeai — 
the  candid  manner  in  wbicjt  he  had  taken  them  op, 
and  tbe  responsible  nuumer  in  which  he  had  ex- 
pressed them — he  had  placed  himself  at  the  bead 
of  the  list  of  the  friends  of  thegradnation  aad  pre- 
emption policy,  and  had  entitled  himself  to  the 
gratitude  and  confidence  of  all  the  friend  of  these 
measares. 

He  accorded  this  high  praise  to  Mr.  Van  Boren 
withoat  any  reservation,  and  without  any  exception 
whatever.  He  excepted  nobody — not  even  any 
one  from  the  new  States— and  least  of  all  did  he 
except  himself.  He  (Mr.  Bestoh)  and  others 
from  the  new  States,  who  had  supported  the  pre- 
emption and  the  graduation  policy,  had  done  their 
duty  in  a  good  cause,  but  their  merit  eoold  not  be 
equal  ic  that  of  statesmen  from  the  Atlantie  States, 
who  had  renotinced  nnfounded  prejudices  against 
these  important  measnres,  and  became  their  ardent 
supporters,  and  that  against  a  powerful  adverse  in- 
trrrst.  This  was  the  case  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  He 
was  a  member  of  that  Senate  when  these  measares 
had  but  few  friends  there,  and  when  the  settlers  o* 
the  public  lands,  tbe  pre-emption  bills  for  their  b^ 
nefit,  and  the  graduation  bill,  were  all  accnstomed 
to  be  denounced,  and  that  by  Western  men,  in 
terms  of  unmeasured  condemnation.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  a  member  of  this  body  when  he,  (Mr. 
Bbnton,)  almost  solitary  and  alone,  pleaded  the 
cause  of  the  Western  pioneer — claimed  protection 
for  the  meritorious  settler — and  argued  the  justice 
of  reducing  the  price  of  the  public  lands  according 
to  its  reduced  quality  and  value.  His  solitary 
voice  was  overpowered  at  that  time,  and  his  bills 
were  treated  a»  preposterous,  absurd,  and  imprae- 
ticablo  measnres,  and  were  said  to  be  repudiated  by 
the  people  of  the  West  themselves.  This  was  what 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  common  widi  odwr  Senators 
from  the  Atlantic  States,  was  accustomed  to  beat; 
and  it  was  natural  that  sach  representations,  earn- 
ing from  Western  men,  shonld  have  its  inflaenee 
upon  a  stranger  to  tbe  West,  and  |»ejadice  his 
mind  against  ihe  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  and 
against  all  the  measures  intended  for  their  relief. 
It  was  natural  that  such  shonld  be  the  effect  pro- 
dnced; and  accordingly  Mr.  Van  Buren,  with  aJmoet 
the  whole  bedy  of  Atlantic  Senators,  voted  against 
pre-emption  bills,  and  gradaalion  bills,  dating 
the  time  that  he  was  a  Senator  on  this  floor;  bat 
his  mind,  though  misled,  was  jua  and  eandid,  and 
open  to  the  convictions  of  truth;  and  diuing  Ibe 
four  years  that  he  iprrsided  over  this  body— dating 
the  fonr  years  of  his  Vice  Presideney  that  he  sat  in 
Ihe  chair  of  the  President  of  the  Soiate,  and  gave 
snob  piuctual  attendance  and  sach  respeetfol  at. 
tention  to  their  debates — during  these  foar  years 
his  prejudices  became  entirely  removed,  and  he 
became  favorable  to  Ihe  bills  which  he  had  for- 
merly opposed.  Thischangetookplaoeanderihepio* 


Jan.  1841. 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


•1 


26th  ConO'.'.Snd  Sb88. 


Pre-emption  Late — Mr.  Benton. 


Senate. 


of  discossion  and  ander  circumstaoees  which 
pioTed  that  it  was  as  duinterested  and  as  feai  less,  as 
It  was  enlightened  and  equitable.  It  took  place  dar- 
ing the  progress  of  an  adverse  measare — the  land  re- 
▼enne  distribatioa  bill — a  measare  calcalated  to 
enlist  all  the  eld  States  against  the  seulerf,  against 
pre-emptions,  and  against  reduced  prices  of  the 
pnblie  lands.  It  was  in  the  face  of  this  aniage- 
Bist  measare— it  was  daring  the  progress  of  this 
advert  bill,  so  hostile  to  the  settlers  and  the  new 
Stales,  and  so  well  calculated  to  airay  all  the  old 
Slates  against  the  new  ones — it  wasdaring  the  pro> 
gress  of  this  measare  which  presented  so  mneb  to 
the  hopes  of  a  ealcalating  politician,  and  when  some 
former  Mends  of  the  new  Stales  were  falieriog  and 
going  way  before  it— it  was  in  this  crisis  that  Mr. 
van  Buren  became  sensible  of  the  correetitess 
of  the  graidaation  and  pre-emption  policy;  and  from 
that  time  he  only  waited  the  sppropriave  opporta- 
Biiy  to  manifest  his  seniimeDts.  That  opportaoity 
M«sented  itself  when  he  became  President  of  the 
united  States,. and  in  that  character  had  to  discharge 
the  constitutional  duty  of  recommending  to  Con* 
gress  the  measures  which  he  deemed  proper  for  their 
consideration.  In  his  first  annaal  message,  he  recom- 
mended the  gradaation  and  pre-emption  policy:  in 
his  second  message  he.  did  the  same;  in  the  third 
be  repeated  the  recommendation;  and  in  h  s  fourth 
and  last,  he  has  adhered  to  it.  This  has  been  his 
eondact  in  relation  to  these  important  measures; 
and  upon  this  statement  of  facts,  as  concisely  as 
Ihey  were  correctly  stated,  be  (Mr.  Bemton) 
rested  the  assertion,  that  Mr.  Van  Baren  stood  at 
the  head  of  the  list  of  the  meritorious  fHends  of  the 
gradaation  and  pre-emption  policy,  and  was  rnti- 
tled  to  the  gratitude  and  confidence  of  all  who  be- 
lieTed,  as  he  did,  that  that  policy  was  the  true 
policy  of  the  country,  combining  in  the  highest  de- 
gree the  interest  of  th«  indiTidual  with  the  interest 
of  the  pablie- 

Baring  done  this  justice  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and 
arailedbimselfof  the  advantage  of  his  at>tuments 
in  favor  ol  the  two  bills  referred  to,  he  (Mr.  Ben- 
•torn)  would  go  on  to  give  hit  own  testimony,  de- 
rived from  experience,  in  their  Tavor.  It  was  now 
thirty-one  years  since  he  had  first  bern  callei!  to 
act  fai  a  legislative  capacity  on  the  sobjest  of  pre- 
emptions, and  fourteen  year^  since  he  bad  first 
moved  the  graduation  policy  on  this  floor;  and  all 
esperitnee  bad  confirmed  him  in  his  opinion  in 
favor  of  the  wisdom  and  jasiice  of  both  meunres. 
As  far  back  as  the  year  1809,  he  bad  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Stale  of  Ten- 
ncsMe— a  member  of  the  Senate  of  that  State — and 
in  that  capacity,  had  given  his  cordial  support  to 
the  pre-emption  policy,  extended  by  ihat  State  to 
the  settlers  on  the  public  lands  of  the  State  south  of 
Ibe  Holston  river.  He  had  seen  the  operation  of  the 
pre-emption  law  ihen  passed  by  the  LegisUiare  of 
that  State,  and  he  bad  seen  the  operation  of  all  the 
lue-emption  laws  since  passed  by  Congress.  He 
Bad  seen  all — literally  seen  it;  for  bis  resi''.enee  in 
the  West  enabled  him  to  see  it;  and  he  conld  truly 
an  that  the  operation  of  these  laws  had  been  equi- 
table and  beneficial— good  for  the  individual  set- 
tler— good  for  the  public  Treasury — good  for  the 
country.  Re  was,  therefore,  confirmed  in  the  poli- 
cy by  the  te»t  of  experience,  and  should  continue 
to  give  it  an  ardent  support.  He  was  for  the  set- 
der — for  the  man  that  went  forward  amidst  ever? 
danger,  tinder  every  privation,  and  agaioM  every 
hardship,  to  build  bis  log  cabin  in  the  depth  of  the 
wilderness,  and  to  provide  by  his  labor  and  bis 
eoarage  for  the  sappoit  and  defence  of  his  family. 
^le  soil  should  go  to  the  cultivators,  was  his  doc- 
trine; Uie  first  comer  having  the  first  choice;  the 
■eeond  comer  ihe  second  choice;  and  so  on  to  the 
end  of  the  list,  speoulators  and  general  purcha- 
MIS  taking  their  choice  after  the  first  settlers  were 
proTtded  tor.  Thus,  experience  had  tested  the 
beaefit  of  the  pre-emption  system:  it  had  done  the 
same  with  the  gradnation  principle,  for  this  princi- 
ple bad  been  tried  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and 
bad  woiked  well  there:  it  bad  been  tried  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  on  the  Chickasaw  lands,  and 
by  virtue  of  a  clause  in  their  treaty,  ratified  by  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  had  worked  well 
time.  The  graduation  principle  had  worked  well 
ia  both  these  instances,  and  the  public  mind  of  all 


the  new  Stales,  and  in  all  the  Territories,  was  en- 
tirely in  favor  of  i'.  It  was  as  necessary  in  the 
oU  coantics  as  the  pre-emption  bill  was  in  the  new 
ones;  and  the  current  of  public  opinion  was  now 
so  strong  in  its  favor,  that  those  who  ridiculed  it 
when  he  (Mr.  Behton)  first  brought  it  forward, 
now  eolipsed  him  in  their  zfal  for  '.i,  and  laid  hold 
of  the  graduation  bill  as  a  passp<>n  to  popularity,, 
and  as  a  ladder  to  promotion. 

He  had  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  public  mind 
throoghont  the  Union  had  shown  itself  favorable, 
daring  the  Ute  Presidential  canvass,  lo  the  policy 
of  these  two  bills :  the  actual  President  was  known 
to  be  favorable  to  them  from  his  public  messages 
to  Congress;  the  President  elect  was  argoed  lo  be . 
so  from  his  past  votes  in  this  body;  and  to  neither 
were  bis  sentiments  on  this  point  objected  in  any 
part  of  the  Union.  Mr.  Van  Boren  received  near 
four  hundred  thousand  popular  votes  more  than  be 
bad  received  in  1836;  General  Harrison  received 
more  than  one  hundred  thousand  above  him;  and 
that  after  havin;  voted  for  a  pre-emption  and  a  gra- 
duation bill  far  mote  liberal  in  tbeir  provisions  than 
the  bills  now  before  ihe.  Senate.  He  voted,  in  . 
1?28,  for  a  graduation  bill  down  to  25  cents  per 
acre,  and  for  a  pre-emptive  right  of  purchate  gra- 
duated down  to  5  cents  an  acre;  and  bad  the  full 
benefit  of  these  votes  in  the  new  Slates,  without 
the  least  diminution  of  public  favor  in  the  old  ones. 
He  (Mr.  Bbmton)  here  adverted  particularly 
to  the  provisions  of  the  bill  for  which  General 
Harrison  voted  in  1838,  and  which,  for  the  sake  of 
precision,  on  a  point  so  important,  we  insert  entire. 
A  BILL  to  graduate  the  price  of  Ibe  public  lands, 
to  make  donations  thereof  to  actual  settlers,  and 
to  cede  the  refuse  to  the  Slates  in  which  they 
lie. 

fie  it  tnacted  ftv  iHt  Senate  and  Hmn  •/  Repre. 
ttnltttivu  i^the  United  State*  of  ^tntrien  in  Ccngren 
ostenAUd,  That  so  much  of  ibe  puhl'.c  lands  as 
have  been  ofl^red  heretofore  at  po>>lic  sale,  and 
which  may  remain  unsold  on  the  first  Monday  of 
November  nex',  and  »hall  ihen  be  subject  to  entry 
at  private  sale,  shall,  iherealter,  be  offered  at  pri- 
vate sale,  in  parcels,  conformaVIe  to  sectional  di- 
visions and  subdivi<iions,  until  the  sale  thereof  shall 
be  effected,  at  the  following  gnidaatisn  of  prices: 
For  two  years  next  ensuing  the  fi^^t  Monday  of 
November,  one  ihoa!:and  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-eight, at  one  dol'ar  per  aeie;  for  two  yean  next 
enauiog  ihe  first  Monday  of  November,  1830,  at 
seventy-five  cents  per  acre;  for  two  years  next  en* 
suing  the  first  Adonday  nf  November,  1833,  at 
fifty  cents  per  a:re;  and  for  two  years  from  and 
after  the  first  Monday  of  November,  1834,  at  twen- 
ty-five cents  per  acre. 

Sbc.  .  Ani  be  U  further  enteted.  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  any  bead  of  a  family,  young 
man  over  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  or  widow, 
not  having  received  a  donation  of  land  from  the 
Uoiied  States,  and  wishing  to  beenme  an  actual 
settler  on  any  parcel  of  public  land  authorized  by 
this  act  to  be  told,  and  not  exceeding  in  quantity 
the  amount  of  one-quarter  section,  to  demand 
and  receive  from  the  proper  register  and  receiver, 
as  Eoon  as  thirty  days  shall  have  elapsed  after  Ihe 
said  parcel  shall  have  fallen  to  either  of  the  gradu- 
atrd  prices  by  this  act  established,  a  wiritten  per- 
mission to  ^ettle  on  the  same;  and  if  the  person  so 
applying  shall  pay  down  to  the  proper  receiver  the 
sum  of  seventy-five  cents  per  acre  for  land  offered 
by  the  first  section  of  this  act  for  one  dollar  per 
acre;  or  fifty  cents  per  acre  for  land  offered  at  se- 
venty-five cents  per  acre;  or  twenty-five  cents  per 
acre  for  land  offered  at  fifty  cents  per  acre;  or  five 
cents  per  acre  for  land  offered  at  twenty-five  cents 
per  acrf,  and  shall  forthwith  settle  thereupon,  and 
evltivate  the  same  for  five  coasecutive  years,  and 
shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates  at  the  end  of 
that  time,  the  said  person,  on  making  proof  before 
the  proper  re^stcr  and  receiver,  of  such  seltle- 
ment,  cnltivation,  and  citizenship,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  a  patent  therefor  from  the  United  Stales. 
Add  if  two  or  more  persons,  entitled  under  this  act 
to  the  privileges  of  actual  settlers,  shall  apply  at 
the  same  time  for  the  same  parcel  of  land,  then  the 
register  and  receiver  shall  immediately  decide  the 
right  of  preference  l)etween  them,  according  lo  the 
(qaiiablecireomstantxs;  and,  where  these  are  equal, 


by  lot:  Praviitd,  oiieayt.  That  no  sale,  or  assign* 
meal  of  any  settlement  right  shall  be  valid,  antfin 
no  case  shall  Ihe  patent  issue  to  any  person  but  the 
settler  himself,  if  living,  or  to  his  heirs  or  devisees 
if  dead. 

Sec.  .  JInd  be  Hfwrtker  tnaeiid.  That  the  regis- 
ters and  receivers,  for  services  done  under  the 
third  section  of  this  act,  shall  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand and  take,  from  the  party  applying  for  sudi 
services,  the  following  fees:  For  a  written  permis- 
sion to  settle  upon  a  quarter  seetion  of  land,  the 
sum  of  twenty-five  cents  each;  for  taking  the  proof 
of  settlement,  cultivation,  and  citizenship,  and 
granting  the  final  certificate,  the  ftuiher  sam  of 
fifty  cents  each.  . 

Mr.  BEN  rON  then  resumed.  He  said  this  was 
the  graduation  and  pre-emption,  and  also  donation 
bill,  which  be  brought  into  the  Senate  in  1828 — 
which  was  amended  by  that  body  until  it  look  the 
shape  which  it  now  wears,  ainl  for  whieh  General 
Harrison  voted.  He  voted  seven  times  on  yetfi 
and  nay.°,  as  the  journal  will  show,  in  majorities, 
filing  the  leainres  and  details  of  the  bill:  he  then 
voted  in  a  respectable  minority  of  twenty-one  in 
favor  of  ordering  the  bill  to  its  third  reading:  and 
he  showed  himself  lo  be  a  firm  friend  (o  the  bill  of 
1828,  which  redaced  the  price  of  the  public  lands 
as  low  as  iwenly-five  cents  per  acre,  and  which 
gave  the  settlers  twenty-five  cents  advantage  in  the 
purchase.  All  ibis  was  duly  made  known  to  the 
American  public  during  the  canvass,  and  ne  wher* 
gave  rise  le  any  objection  to  him.  It  did  not  pre> 
vent  him  from  receiving  a  great  majority  of  the 
votes  of  the  people  and  of  the  Slates.  It  was  ttir, 
then,  to  conclude  that  the  people  of  the  United 
Sutes  are  satisfied  with  the  pre-emption  and  the 
gradaation  policy;  and  that,  in  passing  the  two  bills 
now  befcre  the  Senate,  the  rare  felicity  would  be 
experienced  of  conforming  to  the  sentimiints  of  the 
actual  President,  of  the  President  elect,  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  new  States,  and  of  the  people  of  the  old 
States. 

He  (Mr.  Bcmtoh)  had  referred  to  the  votes  of  the 
President  elect  on  tbe  gradaation  and  pre-emption 
bill  of  1838,  in  no  invidious  or  unfiiendly  spirit. 
He  had  done  it  for  the  precise  purpose  which  be 
bad  avowed — for  th:  purpoee  of  showing  that  the 
near  President  had  gone  infinitely  further  in  sup- 
port of  such  bills  than  th?  present  propasitions  go; 
and  that,  for  this,  he  had  received  the  greatest  ap- 
plause in  the  new  States,  without  losing  a  particle 
ol  popularity  in  tbe  old  ones.  It  was  for  this  pur- 
pose that  he  had  quoted  the  voles  of  General  Har- 
rison; and  he  conceived  that  the  argument  whieh 
he  drew  from  these  voles,  and  the  public  saiisfao- 
tlon  with  tbe  gentlemen  who  gave  them,  was  per- 
fectly fair  and  parliamentary. 

He  would  conclude  what  he  had  to  say  on  this 
subject  with  recalling  to  the  recollection  of  Ibe 
Senate  the  fact  that  both  Ihe  preemption  and  the 
graduation  bills  were  now  presented  as  revenue 
measures — ihal  both  the  President  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  presented  them  as  such — 
presented  them  as  bills  which  would  accelerate  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  increase  tbe  income 
from  Ihat  braBrh  of  tbe  revenue,— while  adding  to 
the  strength,  wealth,  culttvatioo,  and  eomnaet  set- 
tlement of  the  Slates  and  Territories  in  which  the 
public  lands  lie.  That  was  a  most  material  fea- 
ture in  the  character  of  those  bills  at  present.  It 
should  recommend  them  to  all  sides  of  that  cham- 
b°r — par<icu1arly  to  tbe  anii-Demooratie  side,  who 
were  calling  out  for  new  taxes  to  deitey  Ibe  ear- 
rent  expenses  of  the  Government,  and  to  pay  a 
national  debt,  which  ihey  allege  to  exist.  To  that 
party  these  two  bills  must  come  as  welcome  visit- 
ers— as  fountains  of  supply — as  the  exact  thing 
which  Ihey  want— as  a  means  of  augmenting  the 
revenue  without  disturbing  any  branch  of  com. 
merce — as  most  happily  combining  Ibe  interests  of 
individuals  with  Ihe  supply  of  tbe  Treasury,  and 
tbe  accommodation  of  the  public. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  spoke,  as  was  ondeistood,  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  but  in  so  low  a  tone  of  voioe, 
as  lo  be  inaudible  at  ibe  Reporters*  desk. 

Mr.  MANGUM  rose  to  make  some  inqairy  re- 
specting certain  provisions  of  the  bill.  He  said 
there  was  a  provision  thai  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  every  head  of  a  family,  etc  sboaM 
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be  entilled  to  certain  privileges  tbereio  mentioned; 
aad  be  wished  to  know  whttlier  it  was  ioiended  that 
tbere  shoold  be  a  limitation  to  color,  or  whether 
blacks  were  intended  to  be  included,  as  well  as 
white  persons. 

What  (he  ]>recise  object  of  the  elaase  vao,  lo 
which  the  Senator  referred,  did  not  reach  the  Re- 
porters' de&k;  and  as  the  Reporters  are  not  permil- 
led  to  have  the  ase  of  any  Congrejsional  bill  or  do- 
cument, it  is  necessarily  leA  in  obsearity. 

He  also  inquired  whether  the  bill  was  intended 
to  comprehend  aliens  as  well  as  free  citizens.  It 
appeared  to  him,  some  of  the  terms  used  in  the  bill 
were  exceedingly  osmprehensire,  and  yet  indefi- 
nite. He  wished  further  to  know  how  long  a  per- 
son would  be  required  lo  occupy  the  pahlic  land, 
before  he  would  be  eolilled  to  the  privileges  pro- 
p<»ed  by  this  bill;  and  he  was  desirous  of  being  in- 
formed what  guard  or  aecnriiy  there  was  that  one 
person  would  not  settle  on  ten  or  twelve  suc- 
cessive sections  of  land  in  the  same  year. 

He  saw  no  provision  respecting  the  length  of  oc- 
cupancy, nor  any  to  prevent  a  settler  entering  half 
a  dozen  or  more  sections  at  the  same  lime;  and  be 
would  be  glad  if  the  friends  of  this  bill  would  give 
him  the  information  which  he  desired  before  he 
voted  oit  the  bill.  He  further  observed  that  it  ap- 
peared lo  him>  if  this  bill  passed  it  would  revolu- 
tionize the  whole  land  system  of  the  country,  and 
confer  the  power  on  the  register  and  receiver  of  the 
district,  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office 
-'higher  judicial  power  than  was  known  lo  bs  be- 
stowed lo  any  officers  in  this  country;  in  truth,  the 
whole  land  would  be  subject  to  a  centrical  system, 
and  the  existing  land  system  might  be  dispensed 
with.  He  further  complained  that  the  bill  would 
be  unequal  in  its  operation,  and  consequently  un- 
just towards  some  portion  of  our  citizens,  who 
could  not  by  possibility  derive  the  slightest  advan- 
tage from  this  Uw.  He  insinuated  that  those 
"boys"  of  eighteen  years  cf  age,  who,  by  this  act, 
would  be  omitled  to  pre-emption,  would  be  twenty- 
one  four  years  hence;  and  aOer  it«ting  that  he  did 
not  prepose  to  go  into  a  discuision  of  this  bill,  con- 
clndisd  by  observing  that  he  was  opposed  to  its 
whole  policy. 

He  aAerwards  again  rose,  and  moved  the  amend- 
neDt  of  a  section  >o  which  be  had  reicrred,  by  in- 
troducing the  word  "white"  before  "persons," 
thereby  limi'ing  the  right  to  preemption,  so  as  to 
exclude  persons  cf  color. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  called  for  the  ayes  and 
noes  thereon,  which  were  ordered,  and  the  question 
being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmaiiTe— ayes 
37,  niiy  1,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu- 
chan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Ken 
tacky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Gra- 
ham, Henderson,  Kin?,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Mangum,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Preston,  Roane,  Robins  n,  RHgg;le.«,  Sevitr, 
Smith  of  Coaneciicut,  Smith  of  IcdiRna,Siurgeon, 
Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  WilUams, 
and  Young— 37. 

NAY— Mr.  Porter— 1. 

Mr.  MANGUM  then  moved  the  insertion  of  the 
wards  "being  a  citizen  of  the  United  Sta'e s"  after 
the  words  "single  man,"  so  as  to  exclude  aliens 
from  the  right  of  pre-emption. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  inquired  whether,  in  point  c  f 
fact,  any  but  a  citizen  could  hold  land;  and  he  was 
informed  that  aliens  could  hold  land  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  CLAY  ef  Alabama  was  alio  understood  lo 
say  that  aliens  cuuU  h-ld  land  in  many  of  the  aew 
States. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  remaikrd  that  the  law  in  this 
pajticular  should  conform  to  the  laws  of  the  re* 
spective  States. 

Bfr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  .said  this  wat  no  new 
qaestion;  but  no  bill  of  this  deiCription  ever  did 
contain  a  provision  like  that  now  prop  >sed  to  be 
inserted;  ami  yet  no  eril  wa-<  known  to  gipw  oat  of 
them.  This  ought  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  thin  was  with  him  a  ques- 
tion of  principle;  and  he  had  merely  made  the 
inquiry,  that  he  might  have  a  knowledge  of  the 
fact. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  said  this  war.  a  bill  of 


great  importance;  and  as  be  was  of  opinion  thai  it 
would  require  many  amendments,  he  would  suggest, 
as  it  W8.t  past  three  o'clock,  the  u^nal  hour  of  ad- 
jotirnmeDi,  that  the  bill  should  be  pissed  over. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  we  ourselves  soon 
forgot  what  bad  passed  in  this  body.  It  is  not  yet 
three  years  since  this  very  quest  im  was  argued  at 
considerable  length,  and  solemnly  decided  by  the 
Senate.  When  the  last  pre-emption  bill  was  un- 
der consideration,  in  January,  1838,  the  Senator 
from  Maryland  [Mr.  Mkrrick]  bad  moved  to  ex- 
clude foreigners  from  the  benefu  of  its  provisions; 
and  after  much  debate  his  motion  was  negatived. 
From  the  investi^lion  which  then  took  place,  the 
fact  was  established,  ibat  from  the  very  beginning 
of  our  land  sales,  foreigners  had  always  been  per- 
mitted to  purchase  the  public  lands  in  the  same 
maniier  as  if  ihey  were  our  own  citizens.  No  in- 
convenience had  ever,  to  his  knowledge,  resulted 
from  this  practice.  No  person  even  now  proposed 
to  change  it.  This  was  the  e^^tablished  policy  of 
the  country.  The  attempt  now  made  was  not  to 
prevent  foreigners  from  purchasing  the  pubic 
lands,  but  from  acquiring  thf^  right  of  preemption. 
Fur  his  own  part,  be  thought  that  the  alien  who 
came  to  this  country,  irAveried  the  Atlantic  Slale.^, 
and  made  a  settlement  with  his  family  in  the  wil- 
derne.<s  of  the  far  West,  ought  not  to  be  excluded 
from  the  privilege  of  purcbating  at  the  minimum 
price,  in  preference  to  all  other  persons,  the  small 
tract  of  land  which  he  had  improved,  merely  he- 
cause  he  had  drawn  bis  first  breath  in  a  foreign 
land.  In  this  particu'ar  he  ong'it  to  be  placed  on 
Ibe.^ame  footmg  with  our  own  citizens. 

The  uniform  practice  of  selling  the  public  lands 
to  foreigners  interfere  I  with  no  right  of  any  of  the 
Slates,  no  matter  whether  aliens  were  permitted  to 
purcha%  lands  under  their  laws  or  not.  The  title 
thus  acquired  by  the  alien  would  be  good  against 
all  mankind  except  the  sovereign  Stale  within 
whose  limits  the  land  was  situated.  If  under  its 
laws  aliens  could  not  bold  real  estate,  the  State 
might  forfeit  it  by  the  common  law  process  of 
efcheat.  None  nf  ihe  new  Staes  had  ever  adopted 
this  coarse.  On  the  contrary,  thry  were  all  glad 
that  emigrants  from  oibrr  countries  should  pur- 
chase and  cultivate  these  lands.  He  was,  ther<-- 
fere,  prepared,  both  on  principle  and  on  policy,  lo 
vole  against  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  MAtfouH  ] 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  sai'i  it  was  very  true 
that  this  question,  as  had  been  observed  by  the  Se- 
nator from  Pennsylvania,  had  been  raif^ed  some 
years  ago;  and  he  also  believed,  beyond  Hie  moun- 
tains, aliens  were  allowel  tn  hold  land,  but  he  also 
believed  that  ihcre  was  some  condition  required  in 
almost  all  the  Stales — in  s<^me  of  them,  a  residence 
of  two  or  three  years.  Now  it  might  be  a  question 
whether  they  ihinid  extend  the  privilege  except  to 
those  holdng  by  Slate  authority — and  aliens  who 
bold  were  not  eniit'ed  to  a  v<,tc — but  he  (Mr. 
CtATVwas  opposed  on  principle  lo  the  propo-iioo 
that  aliens  should  be  invited  from  every  portion  of 
the  habitable  globe,  in  take  pos^ssion  of  the  public 
lands  on  terms  ro  peculiarly  favorable  as  were  pro- 
posed by  this  hill. 

Whilst  a  man  is  an  alxn,  owing  allegiance  lo 
any  foreign  power,  he  ought  not  to  exercise  the 
right  of  franchise  in  our  country;  nor  ought  either 
Ihe  serfs  of  Russ'a,  or  the  subjects  of  Austria,  or  of 
England,  or  France,  bound  by  their  allegiance  to  a 
foreign  potentate,  lo  be  allowed,  until  ihey  re- 
nounced their  fealty  to  ihrir  oiiginal  potentate,  lo 
enjoy  the  privileges  of  American  freemen.  On  this 
question  he  hoped,  neither  there  nor  elsewhere, 
would  there  be  any  diversity  cf  opinion,  whatever 
there  might  be  of  the  necessity  of  a  grca'er  or  less 
restriction  in  the  acquisition  of  the  rijchts  of  an 
American  citizm  in  the  difTerrnt  stages  of  the  na< 
lional  p-rgress,  in  its  infancy  and  matiiri  y.  There 
was  another  poiht  on  which  there  ought  not  to  b* 
any  diverMty  of  opinion.  Though  it  might  be  the 
practice  of  our  Government  to  sell  the  soil  of  our 
country  alike  to  aliens  as  to  ciliz-n',  there  should 
not  be  extended  an  invitation  lo  aliens  to  come 
and  purchase  our  lands;  and  yet  .such  would  b?  the 
eflTect  of  this  bill.  It  wa«  a  question  of  sound  policy 
whether  they  wonid  hold  out  to  all,  without  or 
«ithin  Ibis    country,    these    peeqliar    privileges 


of  pcc-emptioners.  He  (Mr.  Clat)  should 
conform  his  vote  to  that  which  he  had  given 
Ibis  question  three  years  ago. . 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  like  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat]  he  would  most  cordi- 
ally adhere  to  Ihe  vote  which  he  had  given  on  this 
questioQ  three  years  ago.  He  agreed  with  the 
Senator,  that  until  a  foreigner  became  a  citizen,  he 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  exerc  se  the  elective 
franchise.  But  the  present  case  was  far  different. 
What,  after  all,  was  this  privilege  of  pre^«mption 
about  which  we  Ind  heard  so  muchi  Was  it  a 
gift  of  the  landl  Ns.  Was  it  a  sale  of  the  land 
below  the  ordinary  price  fixed  upon  it  by  the 
Qovernmenti    Certainly  not.    What  then  was  it? 

We  had  ascertained  by  long  experience  that  the 
public  lands,  from  some  cause  or  other,  do  not 
command  at  public  sale  on  an  average  more  than 
two  or  three  cents  per  acre  more  than  the  minimam 
price.  The  reason  of  this,  we  may  easily  conjec- 
ture? The  bands  of  speculators  who  attend  these 
sales,  combine  for  ihe  purpose  of  keep'ngdown  the 
price  to  the  minimum  standird.  Tney  arc  thus 
enabled  to  obtain  the  choice  tracts  at  but  one  or 
two  centi!  above  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per 
acre.  Now  what  is  the  great  privilege  which  we 
confer  by  ihi:^  billl  It  is  nothing  more  than  this;— 
that  the  man  who  goes  into  the  wilderness — selects 
a  quarter  section  of  land— erects  his  log  cabin 
upon  it,  and  brings  it  into  a  state  of  cuhivation, 
shall  not  be  tamed  out  of  house  and  home  by  any 
greedy  speculator  who  may  have  cast  his  longing 
eye.t  upon  it.  This  spot  of  laud  is  not  offered  at 
public  sale,  but  is  reserved  for  the  actual  settler, 
protUtd  he  pm/sfor  i(  in  cash  at  tke  rate  of  «ae  dollar 
and  tvBtniyJlte  eenti  per  acre.  The  Uovernmeni 
may  thus,  by  possibility,  lose  one,  two  or  ikree 
cents  on  each  acre,  in  securing  to  this  poor  man 
his  selected  home.  This  is  the  mm  total  of  the 
benefit  to  him  and  the  loss  to  ihe  Treasory;  with- 
out bringing  into  the  account  the  advantage  which 
the  country  derives  from  having  its  vacant  lands 
settled  and  cultivated  by  a  brave  and  hardy  popa- 
laiion. 

Now,  in  regard  to  aliens.  The  Senator  has  ad- 
mitted that,  from  the  origin  of  the  Government  un- 
til the  present  day,  they  have  bten  permitted  to 
purchase  the  public  lands  of  tb;  Wesi,  either  at 
public  sale  nr  by  private  entry.  This  fact  is  in- 
controvertible Then  why  make  an  odions  distinc- 
tion agaicsi  foreigners  in  this  particular  cafe?  If 
you  permit  them  lo  purchase  in  every  other  form, 
why  deny  lo  them  the  privilege  of  purchasing  as 
pre-cmptioner?.  The  alien  who  flies  from  opprei- 
sion  at  home,  and  makes  his  way  into  the  far  West, 
and  there  fixes  hi«  habitation,  at  Ihe  same  lime 
places  his  body  as  a  barrier  against  the  attacks  of 
the  savage  foe  which  your  policy  has  collected  on 
that  frontier.  Such  aliens jhus  furnish  stronger 
evidence  of  their  fidelity  to  the  country,  and  of 
their  intrnlion  to  become  citizens,  than  ihey  ceald 
do  by  a  mere  declaration  to  this  effect,  under  the 
natnralizati'.n  laws,  though,  he  presumed,  such  a 
declaration  was  made  by  ihem  in  almost  every  in- 
s'ance.  A  man  nho  merely  does  this,  may  change 
bis  intention  before  he  becomes  a  citizen;  but  the 
man  who  mitkes  a  settlement  on  the  public  land, 
and  purchases  it  from  ihe  Government,  thus  iden- 
tifies his  own  fate  and  that  of  his  family,  for  weal 
or  for  wo,  with  our  Qovernmenf.  From  such 
men  we  have  nothing  to  apprehend.  And  shall  we 
suffer  even  the  alien  .<:peculator,  who  has  no  ioteU' 
lion  of  ever  becoming  a  citizen,  to  purchase  the 
humble  dwelling  ( f  this  poor  man,  and  drive  him 
out  of  po.sse!!5ion?  Such  might  often  be  thf  case, 
if  it  were  not  for  your  pre-smpltoa  laws.  For  my 
own  part,  I  shall  always  (most  cheerfully,  as  long 
as  I  shall  be  honoted  with  a  seat  in  the  Senate, 
grant  this  trifling  privilege  to  the  actual  settler, 
whether  he  ha-s  emigrated  from  the  old  to  the  new 
Slates,  to  improve  bis  condition,  or  has  fled  from 
oppresnon  in  the  old  world,  ta  live  under  the  pro- 
tection of  our  Republican  institutions. 

Mr-  BENTON  said  there  were  no  resTiciioas  is 
Mis.'^odri  upon  the  acquisition  of  lands  by  aliens— 
that  it  was  the  policy  of  the  State  to  encoarage  emi 
gralion,  and  she  had  therefore  placed  foreigaera  on 
a  level  with  citizens  in  what  relates  to  the  rights  of 
property. 
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With  n  sppcti  to  (be  present  motion  to  ezclade 
aliens  from  tbc  benefit  or  the  pre-emption  law::,  he 
audit  was  the  repetition  if  a  motion  whieh  had 
been  made  two  yeairs  ago,  and  which  had  beei; 
then  rejected;  and  be  saw  no  new  reason  Tor  bring- 
ii^  it  forward  cow.  It  was,  in  his  opinion,  aa  im' 
politic  and  an  nnwise  motion,  ard  the  rea^eas  given 
for  it  were  nnfounded  and  nntenable.  What  were 
thoee  reason&l  Why,  that  it  gives  a  right  in  out 
soil  to  emiftrants  from  foreign  coanttirs,  before 
they  have  abjated  allegiance  to  tbeir  native  conn' 
try,  and  encourages  the  refitse  of  the  European  po- 
poiation  to  come  to  onr  coontry.  Now  this  bill 
eonld  offer  indacements  to  no  one  to  come  bat  soch 
as  meant  to  live  by  their  labor,  and  by  the  most 
useful  and  honorable  of  all  pursuits— that  of  agri- 
enttore.  To  snch  only  could  the  pre-emptive  pri- 
vilege be  ao  indacement  to  leave  tbeir  own  conotry 
and  remove  to  the  United  ^late?;  and  all  such  most 
be  most  welcome  accessions  to  cnr  population.  To 
lee^ve  the  benefit  of  the  bill,  the  emigrant  mast  go 
and  settle  on  the  pnblic  land — he  must  clear  it  and 
cnltivate  it,  built  a  log  cabin  npon  it,  and  inhabitit. 
This  was  a  real  pledge  of  fidelity  to  the  country — a 
better  one  than  an  oath  of  abjuration  of  foreign  al- 
kgiance  could  give.  The  settler,  under  such  cir* 
eumstances,  became  at  onc<^  a  meritorious  inhabi- 
tant; be  attached  himself  to  the  soil;  be  began  to 
add  to  the  mass  of  the  national  wealth,  by  adding 
to  the  mass  of  the  national  prodaciion;  he  took  h.s 
place  amoiig  the  farmer?,  and  from  the  first  mo- 
ment felt  his  attachment  to  the  country  in  which  he 
was  instantly  elevated  to  the  class  of  freehoIderr;and 
his  feelings  were  communicated  tohis  children,  and 
love  of  America  grew  op  in  their  heart-,  znd  pre' 
dominated  in  their  affections.  For  himself,  be  (Mr 
BairroN)  could  say  that  his  own  experience  was 
entirely  in  favor  of  the  measure.  He  had  seen  the 
effect  of  the  pre-emption  privilege  in  Missouri  in 
flivor  of  foreign  emigrants;  it  drew  a  vast  many  of 
Ihem  to  the  State,  and  instantly  convened  them 
into  meritorious  cultivators  cf  the  soil.  Qermans, 
especially,  came  in  vast  number^,  and  were  coH' 
tinning  to  arrive,  and  the  couniry  deeply  telt  the 
benefit  of  their  labors.  They  were  forming  large 
setllemen's,  and  towns,  and  villages,  and  were  in- 
corporating with  the  population  and  becoming  part 
of  its  mau.  The  passage  of  this  bill,  and  its  twin 
brother,  (be  graduation  bill,  by  which  (be  infeiior 
lands  will  be  rednced  in  price,  will  greatly  aagmeni 
Ibis  emigration;  and  be  (Mr.  Benton)  ^hoald  re. 
joice  to  see  it.  Emigrants  whs  came  htre  to  deal 
in  money,  found  no  reslrictions  upon  their  aequisi- 
tionc;  alien  merchants  or  bankers  may  acquire  mil- 
lions, and  carry  them  away.  To  this  none  of  the 
gentlemen  objected.  Then  why  should  they  object 
to  the  acquisition  of  a  few  hundred  dollars*  worth 
of  land  by  an  alien,  when  he  must  remain  and  cul- 
tivate (hat  land  for  the  general  good  as  well  as  for 
his  own  individaal  benefit,  for  be  could  not  carry  it 
away  from  the  countryl  This  was  absnrd;  and  be 
(Mr.  Bentom)  was  as'onished  to  see  the  difference 
which  was  made  between  the  -  acquisition  of  real 
and  personal  estate.  The  alien  banker  or  me^ 
chant  may  acquire  unlimited  millions,  and  exercise 
vast  influence  over  the  policy  and  elections  of  ihi 
coantrj;  the  solitary  cultivator  who  would  work 
his  little  field  in  the  woods,  having  no  power  to  in- 
flnence  any  body,  is  objected  to  as  a  dangerous  cha- 
racter. This  was  preposterous,  and  the  objection 
conld  not  hold.  The  motion  to  ezclnde  aliens  had 
been  rejected  brretofote  by  a  decided  vote  of  the 
Senate,  and  he  trusted  it  would  be  so  rejected 
again. 

The  qaasfion  on  adopting  the  amendment  proi 
poced  by  Mr.  MiiHooM  being  taken,  it  was  dectded 
in  the  negative — ayes  12,  nny.s  30,  as  follows: 

TBAS-^Messis.  Clay  ot  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Ciiitesden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Hantington,  Knight, 
Maagvm,  Mcnick,  Prentisc,  Preston,  and  Rag- 
gtei— 12. 

If  ATS— Messrs.  Allen,  Anderf^on,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hen- 
derson, Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Momon, 
Nidiolas,  Notvell,  Pierce,  Porter,  Roane,  Robin- 
son, Sevier,  Smith  o(  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indi 
ana,  8rar<eon,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker, 
Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young— 30. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


TuESDiT,  January  5,  1841. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  offered  the  following 
amendment,  which  was  agreed  to: 

.Sni  be  \t^wlher  maeltd.  Thai,  prior  to  any  entries 
being  made  under  the  privileges  given  by  this  act, 
proof  of  the  settlement  and  improvement  required 
by  its  provisions  shall  be  made  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  district  in 
which  such  lands  may  lie-,  agreeably  to  the  rules 
which  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  for  that  purpose;  which 
register  and  receiver  shall,  each,  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive fifty  cenis  for  bis  services  therein;  and  all  as- 
signments or  transfers  of  the  right  of  pre-emption 
given  by  this  act,  prior  to  the  issuance  of  patents, 
shall  be  null  and  void. 

i^Mr.  TAPPAN  propossd  to  amend  the  bill  by  an 
sm^dment  which  declared  that  the  settler  should 
b  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  pre-emption  righ( 
OQiy  once,  which  waf)  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  be  had  an  amend- 
ment to  propose,  as  a  p'oviso,  lo  the  last  clause,  as 
follows: 

"ProviiUd,  That  no  person  being  an  alien  shall 
be  entitled  to  any  privilege  or  right  of  settlement 
(T  pre  emption  granted  by  this  act,  except  only 
si|c!i  as  shall  prcviousty  have  made,  in  doe  form  of 
law,  the  declaration  of  intend 'n,  n  quired  by  the 
naturalization  laws  cf  the  United  States,  to  become 
a  citizen  of  the  said  United  States. 

'^Attdprnidedfwlher,  That  no  person  shall  take 
any  right  or  benefit  under  this  act,  who  shall  not 
make  oath  before  some  proper  officer  auihorized 
to  administer  oaths,  that  bis  whole  estate  was  no', 
at  the  time  of  his  settlement,  worth  as  mneb  as  five 
hundred  dollars." 

He  said  he  had  snppased  yesterday,  when  the 
Senate  decided  that  aliens  should  be  admitted,  that 
the  Senate  pntceeded  on  the  supposition,  that  fo- 
reigners settling  on  oar  public  lands,  of  course  in- 
tended to  become  citizens;  but  it  a.:>peared  to  him 
It  niight  still  be  proper  lo  require  of  ibem  some 
legal  evidence  of  that  intention.  He  did  not  see 
what  possible  ohjtction  there  could  be  to  this. 

Mr.  ANDERSON.  There  is  no  objection  to  the 
first  part  ot  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  If,  indeed,  they  were 
going  to  legislate  on  the  plan  proposed  yesterday  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
BouiriNAN,]  and  were  not  only  to  welcome  all  fo- 
r.'j'gners,  but  in  onr  expansive  philanthrrpy  tJgrant 
them  privilejes,  refused  lo  onr  own  native  born  ci- 
tizens, then,  to  be  sure,  there  would  be  no  necessity 
of  such  a  proviso  as  he  had  proposed;  but  if  Con- 
gress legiJated  on  any  thing  like  a  principle  of  na- 
tionality, if  it  proposed  to  recognise  any  distincicn 
between  foreigners  and  natives,  then  surely  the 
amendment  was  proper  and  reasonable.  Else, 
what  was  there  to  prevent  foreigners  actually  to 
form  cohnUs  in  the  midst  of  our  connrry7  to  avail 
themselves  of  all  the  benefits  extended  bv  onr  laws 
without  the  least  thought  or  intention  of  ever  as- 
inming  the  responsibilities  of  American  citizens? 
There  were  already  many  foreigners  of  this  de- 
scription in  our  ccuntry;  there  were  many  mer- 
chan's  in  onr  great  cities  who  were  ever  ready  and 
on  the  alert  to  grnsp  at  every  privilege  nnr  legisla- 
tion would  permit  to  tbci.-,  but  who  were  not  citi- 
zens with  us,  and  never  intended  to  be.  Before  he 
would  grant  to  a  foreigner  th<'  privilege  pro\  ided 
by  this  bill,  be  would  record  evidence  of  the  man's 
intention  to  become  naioralized.  Was  this  too 
much  to  require?  The  Senate  had  been  told  that 
to  all  those  who  fled  from  oppression  in  the  old 
world  we  were  to  grant — whai?  Ojr  own  lands? 
That  was  (he  amount  of  it.  But  this  wax  what  he 
was  not  prepared  to  do.  It  had  been  urged  that  we 
were  under  obligation  to  do  this  to  foreigners,  be- 
cause they  presented  their  breasts  as  a  bulwark  lo 
guard  us  against  the  savage  foe  npon  onr  frontier. 
When,  and  where,  had  we  made  foreign  breasts  the 
bulwarkof  onr  safety?  What!  and  was  it  come  (o 
this,  that  onr  citizens  had  to  rely  on  the  breasts  of  fo- 
reignersfortheirprotection?  No,no,no.  Thingshad 
not  come  to  that  pass.  The  American  people  were 
not  yet  reduced  so  low  as  (o  be  forced  to  offer  mrr- 
cenaiy  rewards  to  strangers  and  foreigners  lo  ex- 
pcse  their  bosoms  as  a  rampart  to  defend  ua— against 
whom?    Not  against  a  world  in   arms  would  he 


seek  such  a  bulwark  for  pro(ection,  much  less 
against  a  horde  of  naked  savages.  This  might  do 
to  be  used  in  argument;  it  made  a  very  pretty  Ggore 
in  a  speech;  but  he  conld  not  think  that  gentlemeii 
were  quite  in  earnest  when  they  urged  such  a  con- 
sideration as  that  on  the  Senate.  No,  no;  we  want- 
ed no  such  equivalent  for  onr  lands;  what  we  chose 
le  grant  we  would  grant  freely,  and  not  encumber 
it  with  a  condition  of  defending  us  against  the  In- 
dians on  our  border.  All  he  would  require  was  a 
simple  pledge  of  intention  lo  become  one  of  onr- 
selves;  to  share  the  rights  and  responsibilities  of 
American  citizens.    Conld  less  be  asked  than  thi  ? 

As  to  the  second  branch  of  the  amendment,  viz: 
the  requirement  of  an  oath  that  the  estate  of  the 
applicant  fora  pre-emption  did  not  exceed  $500 — 
what  objection  could  there  be  to  it?  The  authors 
of  the  bill  had  thrown  the  "log  cabin"  feature  into 
it  expressly  to  show,  as  he  supposed,  that  the  bill 
was  to  be  enacted  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  man. 
He  wanted  it  (o  be  to  in  fact  and  in  truth.  He 
did  nnt  want  a  law  to  make  rich  men  richer,  but  to 
furnish  a  home  to  the  industrious  man  who  wanted 
to  live  and  to  work.  It  was  importBn(  that  there 
should  be  some  limitation  to  the  operation  of  the 
bill:  o'herwise,  under  the  pretext  of  givinga  home 
to  the  poor  and  laboring  nUan,  the  law  would  ope- 
rate in  fact  for  the  benefit  of  the  grasping  land 
speculator.  By  a  curious  coincidence  enough,  it 
bad  happened  yesterday,  that  while  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Clat]  was  advocating  and 
urging  the  bill  upon  the  Senate,  he  (Mr.  CBtmNDiat) 
received  a  letter  from  an  old  friend  and  oonstitnent, 
inqniring  with  evident  anxiety  whether  (here  was 
not  a  gteat  prr-:mption  bill  to  pass  this  session;  the 
letter  stated  that  throughout  that  country  there  was  ^ 
a  great  movemrnt  aracng  the  people;  men  of  sub-  . 
stance  W(re  quitting  gooiT  houses  antl  settlpments,  \ 
and  removing,  with  (be  hope  of  getting  richer,  on  I 
t«  new  lands.  This  was  under  the  idea  that  now, 
as  hfTctofore,  the  pre-emption  law  would  require 
actual  residence  and  settlement.  The  writer  added 
that  he  made  the  inquiry  more  particularly,  be- 
cause there  lay  near  bis  present  residence  a  piece 
of  very  gootMand,  and  if  he  was  sure  such  a  bill 
was  to  pass,  he  would  at  once  break  up  and 
remove  to  this  new  tract.  The  letter  stated 
thai  ibe  removals  were  very  numerous — in  fact, 
that  there  seemed  a  general  movement  Ihroogh 
all  that  part  t  f  the  country.  Not  only  log  cabins 
of  the  best  description,  but  in  some  cases  good  - 
brick  bouses,  were  abandoned  that  their  owners 
might  avail  themselves  of  the  expected  pre-emp-  ' 
tion  law  lo  enrich  themselves  and  their  children. 
Now  it  never,  sure'y,  could  be  the  intention  of  the 
Senate  to  grant  pre--mptions  to  men  of  this  de- 
scription; and  if  not,  the  bill  ought  to  be  limited  and 
guarded,  m  order  that  it  might  effectually  ezclade 
those  who  waited  for  such  a  law,  that  they  might 
use  it  as  an  engine  to  increase  their  wealth. 

Mr.  TAPPaN  said  if  the  amendment  of  the  Se- 
ra'or  from  Kentucky  failed,  he  should  propose  an 
amendment  t'>  remedy  the  evil  by  preventing  the 
acquisition  of  a  pre-emption  right,  bv  any  person 
who  shenld  be  the  owner  of  any  land,  and  should 
quit  it  to  live  on  the  pnblic  lands. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  could  not  have  supposed  (hat 
the  few  incidental  remarks  which  he  bad  made  oa 
the  qnestion  which  was  yesterday  decided  by  the 
Senate,  wonid  hive  brought  out  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Crittendfin]  or  any  other  Senator, 
in  reply  to-day.  He  had  no  right,  however,  to 
comphtin  of  this,  and  was  only  sorry  (bat  he  (Mr. 
B  )  was  now  compelled,  in  self-defence,  to  make  a 
few  observations  in  reply  to  his  remarks.  It  had 
been  his  purpose  not  (o  utter  a  single  word  on  the 
general  subject  of  pre-emptions,  which  had  been  so 
often  discnssed  by  him  before;  but  to  content  him- 
self by  merely  giving  his  silent  vote  in  favor  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  B.  should  neither  vote  for  the  first  nor  Ihe 
second  clause  of  the  Senator's  amendment.  He 
went  against  the  whole  and  each  of  its  parts.  In 
relation  to  the  first  clause,  he  held  that  the  foreigner 
who  penetrated  to  the  Western  frontier  of  onr  vast 
country,  and  there  settled  upon  and  cultivated  a 
tract  of  land,  presented  the  clearest  proof,  and  that 
by  Ihe  most  decisive  actions,  of  his  intention  to 
become  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stales.    How  cai^ 
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it  be  contended  tbit  this  was  no  proof  of  sacb  «n 
initntioDi  Tlie  wliole  conduct  of  sncli  a  man 
manifested  (hat  he  was  d«terminad  to  live  and  to 
die  by  the  ^il.  In  what  other  maimer  could  he 
give  stronger  proof  of  his  devotion  to  oar  iustitntions 
than  to  have  transferted  his  home  from  his  native 
country  to  ihe  far  West,  and  there  to  have  felled 
the  forest  and  erected  a  dwelling  (be  would  not  say 
a  log  cabin,  for  he  had.no  reason  to  be  remarkably 
partial  to  that  name,)  for  himself  and  his  familj? 
He  thus  acqaired,  not  the  titl}  to  the  tract  of  land 
which  he  bad  selected,  bat  merely  the  right  to  pur- 
chase and  pay  for  it  at  the  Qovemment  price,  in 
preference  to  all  other  persons.  If  he  shoald  prove 
unable  to  do  this,  his  labor  was  all  forfeited.  Mr. 
B.  eoald  assure  the  Senator,  that  from  such  aliens 
as  theae,  he  need  apprehend  no  danger  of  foreign 
inflnence.  These  pioneer  farmers  itere  not  the 
men  firom  whom  we  had  any  tblog  to  dread.  He 
shoald  never  consent  to  destroy  the  title  of  snch  a 
man,  after  he  had  paid  for  his  land,  and  thus  to 
render  all  his  toils  and  privations  unavailing, 
merely  beeaa<ie  throngh  negligence  he  might  not 
have  gone  to  a  conrt  of  jnstice,  and  made  a  formal 
declaration  of  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  before  his  actual  settlement 
commenced.  No,  never !  His  judgment  and  bis 
feelings  would  equally  revolt  against  sach  an  act. 
He  (Mr.  B.)  coald  not  understand  the  opposi- 
tion which  had  been  manifested  in  certain  quarters 
to  foreigners,  who  had  songhl  a  refuge  and  a  home 
in  our  country.  Had  Ihey  not  materially  a.<!sisted 
in  adiieving  our  independence?  In  the  days  of 
th«  Revolution  no  such  jealousy  was  felt  towards 
the  brave  Irishmen,  Frenchmen,  and  Oermans, 
who,  side  by  side  with  our  native  citizens,  had 
fought  the  battles  of  liberty .  On  the  contrary,  he 
had  no  donbt,  it  was  from  a  graieful  sense  of 
these  services,  that  it  had  ever  been  the  settled 
policy  of  the  Govemment  to  allow  them  to  p'lr- 
chase  our  vacant  lands  npon  the  same  terms  « ith 
American  citizens. 

Was  th«re  no  reason  for  pursuing  the  same  po- 
licy at  the  present  day7  Was  it  not  clearly  our 
interest  as  a  nation  to  permit  such  emigrants  to 
purchase,  and  possess  our  vacant  lands,  and  thus 
establish  a  line  of  defence  on  our  frontier  against 
ilie  incursions  of  the  savage  enemy?  This  was  a 
wise  policy  which  he  trusted  might  never  be  aban- 
doned. 

But  the  Senator  [Mr.  CaiTTKNSCM]  made  light 
of  the  danger  from  the  hordes  of  savages,  which, 
wisely  or  unwisely,  had  been  collected  on  our 
Western  frontier;  and  he  thought  it  was  degrading 
to  American  citizens  to  be  projected  and  defended 
by  any  foreigner  not  yet  naturalized. 

Mr.  B.  lielieved  that  the  danger  was  one  which 
might  well  be  apprehended  even  by  the  bravest  men. 
Some  twenty  or  thirty  the  nsand  Indi  in  warriors, 
he  did  not  recollect  the  number  ezacUy,  now  oc- 
cupied the  country  aloog  the  Weitern  line  of  the 
Slates  of  Jifissoaii,  Arkansas,  and  Louisiana. 
There  they  were,  and  there  tbey  must  remain,  or 
Ihe  national  faith  must  be  violated.  They  had 
been  almost  literally  driven  to  that  frontier  from 
their  native  homes  in  the  interior  of  the  Siates, 
with  all  the  hostile  feelings  and  woanded  pride 
which  our  conduct  towards  them  naturally 
inspired.  At  any  time,  at  all  limes,  there  was 
danger  of  a  united  war  being  waged  by  these 
savages  against  our  frontier  settlement'.  Wc 
all  know  that  it  is  the  nature  cf  the  Indian  to  brocd 
over  his  vengeance,  and  to  strike  the  most  dread- 
ful blow  when  his  enemy  least  ezfects  it.  Wa'< 
it  not  then  clearly  the  policy  of  ti:e  Government  to 
increase  the  namber  of  inhabitants  on  ihat  frontier? 
And  if  an  Irish,  a  German,  or  a  French  emigrant 
thought  proper  to  setlU  there,  was  he  (Mr.  B.)  to 
be  censured  for  having  declared  that  their  bosoms 
would  become  balwarki  against  th<  incursions  of 
our  savage  enemy?  These  brave  men  would  al- 
ways be  ready  to  die  in  defence  of  those  pos- 
sesrions  which  this  G:.v-'rnment  bad  permitted 
them  first  to  improve  and  then  to  purchase. 

But  the  Senator  thought  it  would  be  degrading  to 
Americans  to  resort  to  suoh  a  defence.  Mr.  B 
well  knew  that  ",he  blood  of  Donjilas  conld  pro- 
tect ilaeir."  He  knew  that  our  own  citizens  could 
deCend  iheii  coantry:  but  bow   they   could   be 


degraded  by  fighting  in  the  Same  ranks  with  fo- 
reigners, as  oar  Revolniioaary  forefaibers  had  done, 
he  was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive.  This  was  a 
species  of  exalted  pride  which  he  could  not  under- 
stand. And  this,  too,  when  these  foreigner;,  united 
with  our  own  citizens,  were  defending  iheir  com- 
mon possessions  and  their  homes.  It  was  certain 
that  such  men  would  become  citizens  as  soon  as 
they  could  under  our  naturalization  laws;  but  if 
any  of  them,  either  ignorgnlly  or  from  negligence, 
had  omitted  to  make  a  formal  declaration  of  their 
intention  to  this  efi'ect,  he  wou'd  never  deprive 
them  of  their  privilege  of  pre.emption,  and  drive 
them  from  their  homes  for  ibis  reason.  He  could 
not,  therefore,  give  his  support  to  ihe  first  claute 
of  the  Senator's  amendinent.  On  the  second 
clanse  of  the  amendment,  he  should  nay  nothing, 
as  he  did  not  deem  it  necessary,  and  would  not, 
therefore,  protract  the  debate,  into  which  he  had 
entered  with  much  reluctance. 

Mr.  CRITIENDBN  would  offer  but  a  few 
words  in  reply,  rather  to  what  the  Senator  had 
insinuated,  than  to  what  he  had  actaally  said. 
The  gvntleman  seemed  greatly  snrp  ised  that  there 
shoald  be  manifested  in  certain  quarters  so  great  a 
hostility  to  fureigner?.  He  did  not  really  under- 
stand what  the  Senator  meant.  He  had  not  said 
one  word  derogatory  to  foreigner;;  he  had  neither 
said  nor  insinuated  any  thin;  like  it.  It  was  his 
idea  that  the  CJonstiiatioo,  by  the  liberality  of  its 
provtsioDS,  offered  an  asylum  and  protection  to 
the  oppressed  ot  all  countries;  but  it  was  re- 
versing the  whole  matter,  and  changing  our 
entire  attitude, '  when  we  offered  to  grant  them 
a  pre-emption  title  to  land  ameng  us  that  they 
might  come  and  be  our  bulwark  against  the  In- 
dians, Such  a  position  wa<  against  our  national 
pride;  it  was  degrading  to  tell  all  the  world  that  we 
would  grant  them  privileges  in  the  hope  that  tbey 
wnuld  present  their  breasts  as  a  bulwark  to  defend 
us  from  darger.  Was  this  language  for  Ameri- 
cans? Not  that  it  was  degrading  to  as  that  foreign- 
ers shoald  mingle  with  our  own  people  in  defend- 
ing the  coantry  from  a  common  enemy — not  at 
all,  there  was  noihieg  degrading  in  it.  But  he 
would  not  hold  this  out  as  a  motive  to  iovte  them 
to  our  shores.  He  would  not  offer  them  land  for 
being  cur  ra'npart  against  oar  foes.  He  enterta'n- 
ed  no  spirit  of  h>stility  toward  them;  far  from  it: 
but  he  made  a  dis'iaction  between  them  and  our 
own  home-born  American  eitiz°ns.  Did  the  Sena- 
tor hold  them  both  alike?  Did  he  feel  no  greater 
affection,  did  he  acknowledge  no  greater  oblieaiion 
to  oar  own  citizens  than  to  foreigners?  If  not, 
why  had  we  passed  natuializatioa  )aw^?  Did 
they  recognise  no  difference  between  the  twt? 
Was  it  not  the  policy  of  every  Government  and 
every  nation  npon  earth  to  draw  such  a  distinc- 
tion? 

But  it  was  said  by  the  Senator  that  actual  settle- 
ment on  the  public  lands  was  better  evidence  of  an 
intention  to  become  an  American  citizen  than  any 
forms  prescrihed  by  our  naturalization  laws;  if  so, 
would  it  not  be  better  at  once  to  repeal  all  our  pre- 
sent laws  touching  naturalization,  and  substitute 
mis'  bttter  evidence?"  Wonid  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  think  it  good  policy  to  declare  that 
if  any  forei^ntier  would  go  npon  oar  public  lands 
and  go  to  work  cuttiRg  down  trees,  hethould  forth- 
with be  declared  an  American  citizen?  He  (Mr. 
Crittendrn)  supposed  he  would  hardly  advance 
such  a  position.  It  was  particularly  sarpriMog  to 
him  that  there  should  be  in  certain  quarters  such 
extreme  sensitiveness  and  such  a  strong  dread  of 
interference  in  our  concerns  by  foteigneis  who 
held  a  petty  interest  in  some  petty  bank  among  us, 
when,  at  the  same  time,  th«re  was  nolhiog  at  all 
of  that  feeling  at  the  id'^a  of  granting  landed  privi- 
leges in  our  country  to  foreigncis  who  would  not 
even  ezprrss  an  intention  to  become  American 
citizens.  If  a  foreigner,  an  alien,  conld,  with  his 
foreign  character  never  cast  off,  and  without  re- 
cording an  intention  to  become  naturalized,  obtain 
privileges  not  granted  lo  our  own  native  bom 
citizens,  did  this  involve  no  danger  of  fo- 
reign influence?  It  teemed  not.  The  gentle- 
man could  view  this  with  perfect  composure; 
but  let  a  foreigner,  residing  far  frcm  our 
limits,   hold  a  share  in  onf  of  oar  banks,  and  it 


excited  at  once  a  mighty  alarm  I  Now,  he  did  aot 
hold  that  the  privilege  proposed  to  be  conferred  ky 
this  bill,  If  eztendea  even  to  toreigners,  would  pre- 
sent any  just  cause  of  alarm;  but  he  was  opposed 
to  it  on  principle.  The  soil  of  the  United  Stales 
belonged  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slate*.  Did 
it  not?  It  was  their  own  property  out  and  oni. 
The  right  of  holding  it  had  been  conferred  apoa 
citizens,  native  and  naturalized,  bat  it  was  no  part 
of  oar  policy  to  grant  the  same  right  to  foreigners, 
and  especially  to  such  as  refused  even  to  declare 
that  it  was  their  intention  ever  to  become  natu- 
ralized amongst  w.  He  wonId  put  a  case  by  way 
of  lUustiation.  We  possessed  a  widely  extended 
oonntry.  It  spread  from  sea  to  sea,  and  there  was 
a  portion  of  it  under  the  more  immediate  care  of 
his  friend  from  Missouri  near  him,  [Mr.  Lihii;]  he 
meant  that  part  of  it  which  lay  beyond  the  Rocky 
moontains  and  round  aboat  themonth  of  the  Colaoi- 
bia  river,  a  region  represented  by  some  gentlemen  as 
a  terrestrial  paradise.  Now  if  the  bill  tJiould  pas*  in 
its  present  shape,  what  should  prevent  foceigners 
from  coming  there,  erecting  their  Ipg cabins, Maim- 
ing the  right  to  the  foil,  and  selling  it  to  whom 
they  pleased?  This  might  certainly  be  done.  As 
to  the  probability  of  sach  a  event,  there  might  be  a 
difference  of  opiaion.  But  under  the  bill  it  might 
be  done.  Bat  the  gentleman  says  that  this  is  Ug 
cMn  doebrine.  Ah,  the  gentlemaa  did  not  nnde^ 
stand  what  the  log  cabin  docrine  meant.  These 
foreigners  who  do  not  intend  to  become  Ame- 
rican citizen;,  are  not  the  sort  of  log  ealrin 
men  we  wish  to  provide  for.  The  bill,  indeed, 
makes  it  a  condition  that  the  settler  shall 
build  a  log  cabin;  but  It  does  not  define  what  urt 
of  a  log  cabin  ii  shall  be.  Now,  the  sort  of  log  ca- 
bin which  a  good  Whig  or  Harrison  man  woold 
put  up  for  his  dwelling  is  one  th  ng,  and  that  log 
cabin  which  a  foreigner  would  erect  as  a  mere  pre- 
text to  obtain  a  color  of  title  is  a  very  different 
thing.  The  one  must  be  some  thirty  or  forty  feel 
square,  and  comfortable  a'  that.  The  other  is  a 
hovel,  a  den  just  big  enough  lor  a  man  to  creep  in 
on  all  fours.  If  we  adopt  the  amendment,  we 
snre'y  do  the  foreigner  no  injustice.  The  moment 
he  sets  foot  npon  onrsoil  we  welcome  him  at  once 
to  all  the  privileges  of  an  American  citiztn,  pro- 
vided he  will  simply  declaR>,  and  put  the  declara- 
tion on  record,  that  he  means  lu  become  sach. 
This  is  all  we  ask.  L't  him  do  thi5,  and  "witboat 
money  and  without  price"  we  give  him  at  once  all 
the  privileges  and  advantages  of  oar  own  native 
bomci<iz;n.  He  has  ai  ence  the  right  to  acquire 
lands  and  to  engage  in  all  the  pursuits  conducive 
to  his  happiness.  Where  else  under  the  sun  can 
he  obtain  such  righta  on  such  termi>?  Nowhere. 
But  all  this  is  not  sufficient.  The  gentleman  wants 
to  go  further,  and  lo  invest  htm  with  these  rights 
without  his  making  so  much  as  a  declaration  that 
it  is  his  purpose  to  become  a  citizen.  The  gentle- 
man fears  that  his  foreign  friend  may  have  omitted 
this  throngh  mere  inadvertenc,  or  from  not 
knowing  that  it  is  neceS!ary«  but  surely,  befoie 
a  man  gets  land  by  viitue  of  a  pr<-empiion  law, 
he  will  at  least  read  the  law  en  which  he  de- 
pends for  his  title.  It  might  perhaps  be  complain- 
ed of  as  a  hardship  lo  the  foreigner  if  we  wiihbcM 
this  right  from  him  daring  all  the  rears  he  is  re- 
quired by  law  to  reside  within  the  United  States  be- 
tore  be  can  obtain  the  privilege  of  naturalization. 
But  this  I  do  not  propose  to  do.  All  I  require  is 
the  legal  evidence  that  the  man  intends  lo  become 
an  American  citizen.  Let  him  give  me  this,  and  I 
am  willing  at  once  to  instate  him  in  all  the  privi- 
leges we  ourselves  enjoy.  This  surely  is  as  little 
as  we  can  do  in  justice  to  our  own  citizens. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  say  a  few  words  in 
reply.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  is  a  good  lo- 
gician, and,  unless  he  were  closely  watched,  woald 
get  the  better  of  his  antagonist  even  in  a  bad  came. 
His  sophistry  upnn  the  present  occasion  consisis  to 
attempting  to  infer  from  my  argument  that  I  vas 
in  favor  of  snbitiiniing  an  actnal  settlement  apoa  a 
tract  of  the  pablic  land  for  the  declaration  of  in- 
tention required  frcm  every  foreigner  before  he  can 
become  an  American  citizen.  It  would  be  very 
easy  for  the  Senator  to  triamph,  if  he  were  pemil- 
ted  to  substitute  his  own  forced  inference,  for  my 
express  declaration    to  the  contrary.    With  this 
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view,  he  triampbantly  asks  if  I  would  be  willing  to 
ebuge  oor  naturalizttion  laws  by  rcoderin;  a  re* 
■ideoee  on  oar  Taeant  lands  equivalent  to  the  d«< 
elaraiion  of  iBtention  which  these  laws  require? 
Now,  I  ask  him  in  return,  have  I  ever  said  that  I 
'wontdl  Have  I  ever  iniimaied  any  inch  inien. 
tionT  On  the  contrary,  have  I  not  expressly  dc- 
eUrsd  that  I  wsald  not  grant  to  any  foreigner  the 
elective  franchise  until  he  had  become  a  namraU 
ized  citizen  under  oar  laws)  Whilst  I  should  noi, 
with  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  deny  to  the  fo- 
reigner the  right  of  the  pre  emption  which  he  has 
fairly  scqaired  by  the  dangers  and  privations  en- 
eonniered  in  making  a  settlement  on  your  remote 
frontier,  I  woold  not,  for  this  rea«an,  confer  upon 
him  the  high  political  privileges  of  an  American 
eitiaen.  The  Senator's  argument,  therefore,  in 
this  particular,  falls  to  the  ground.  It  has  no 
foandation,  ia  any  thiog  which  I  said,  to  rest  upon. 
The  right  of  pre-emption  Ls  ope  thing;  but  the  high 
privilege  of  becoming  an  American  citizen  is  ano- 
ther and  entirely  different  matter. 

And  what,  after  all,  is  this  great  privilege  of  pre- 
eiaptioB?  To  what  does  it  amount^  What  is  i's 
intrinsic  value?  It  is  merely  a  caniest  between  the 
ipecolator  and  the  actual  settler,  as  to  whether  the 
fonnei  shall  be  permitted  to  purchase  the  spots  of 
land  improved  and  rendered  valuable  by  ihe  toil  of 
the  latter.  Our  experience  has  (.'emonstrat; d  ittat 
the  average  excess  of  the  price  of  the  pablic  lands 
advertised  and  sold  at  public  s«le,  in  pursuance  of 
the  President's  proclamation,  is  not  more  iban  two 
orthree  cents  per  acre  above  the  fixed  price  of  the 
Government  at  private  sale. 

What,  then,  is  the  privilege  granted  to  the  set- 
tler who  goes  into  the  wilderness,  clears  away  the 
forest,  and  there  ettablishes  h's  borne?  Does  this 
bill  offer  such  a  man  a  donation?  Not  at  all.  Does 
it  give  him  the  land  as  a  bounty?  No  such  thing. 
Tm  privilege  it  confers  is  that  he  shall  not  be 
driven  from  his  humbte  home  by  the  specnlalor. 
This  o^gAfy  privilege  is  that  he  shall  pay  for  his 
land  the  price  fixed  by  law,  which  may  be  less*  by 
two  or  three  cents  per  acre,  than  it  would  command 
at  pablia  ta}f,  and  that  after  be  has  paid  for  it,  he 
abali  hold  it.  And  why,  at  this  late  day,  for  the 
first  lime  in  yuar  history,  should  yoa  make  an 
odious  distinction,  in  this  small  matter,  between  the 
settler,  who  bad  drawn  bis  first  breath  on  the  other 
aide  of  the  Atlantic,  and  the  American  ciiizen?  No 
anch  distinction  bad  ever  existed  heretofore,  and 
no  complaint  had  ever  been  uttered  by  those  di- 
rectly interested,  that  ibis  trifline  privilege  had  been 
conferred  apon  fereignem.  If  the  Senator  had 
caraftilly  read  the  history  of  his  country — I  mean 
on  this  particDlar  point — I  myself  have  net,  but 
the  fact  has  been  famished  to  me  by  one  who  has— 
what  would  be  have  found  in  relation  to  these  n  >w 
dMpised  foreigners? 

[Hne  Mr.  CarrrKNOBii  denied  that  be  had  spo- 
keik  cf  Ibem  as  "despised  foreigners."] 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  I  know  be  has  not;  bni  if  he 
bad  understood  the  honorable  Senator  correctly,  he 
had  spoken  with  indignation  against  using  the  bo- 
diet  of  foreigners  as  a  banier  on  our  frontiers 
against  the  incursions  of  the  savage  foe,  and  con- 
sidered it  a  degradation  to  onr  own  cit'zens  to  in- 
voke the  aid  of  such  defender;.  If  the  Senator 
^ad  read  the  history  of  bis  country,  he  would  have 
found  that  the  Revolniionary  Congress,  "in  Ihe 
times  that  tried  men's  sonls,"  bad  invited  tho^e  fo- 
leigners  (o  enlist  under  oar  binners,  and  bad 
offered  tbeat  not  a  mtre  pre-emption  right, 
bat  a  bounty  in  lands,  with  the  privilege  of 
at  once  becoming  American  citizens.  Here  Mr. 
B.  read  the  acts  of  Congress  of  AugU't  14th,  and 
Aogost  37,  1776,  from  the  fiist  volume  and  first 
page  of  the  land  laws.  These  acts  manifested  the 
estimation  in  which  foreigners,  who  were  willing  to 
fight  in  the  cause  of  independcKce,  were  at  that 
day  held  by  the  Revolutionary  Congress.  He  could 
not  be  mistaken  in  believing  thai  it  was  far  differ- 
ent from  the  estimate  now  placed  upon  ihem  by 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  Now,  said  Mr.  B.  I 
desire  to  make  ae  political  capital  out  of  any 
question  of  this  nature.  I  wish  only  to  act  towards 
those  foreigners  who  may  have  settled  or  shall  set- 
tle upon  our  public  lands,  upon  Ihe  principles  of 
denial  and  immutable  justice.     Nothing  more. 


From  the  begioning  it  has  been  onr  policy  to  per- 
mit foreigners  t«  purchase  and  settle  upon  tbe  pub- 
lic lands,  and  I  shall  not  now,  for  the  first  time, 
establish  an  odious  distinction  against  them,  in  a 
pre-emption  bill.  I  will  not  now,  at  this  late  day, 
repeal  the- established  policy  of  the  country,  but  in 
this  particular  shall  pursue  the  system  adopted  by 
the  wisdom  of  our  predecessors. 

But  tbe  Senator  has  asked  me  why  I  am  so  wil- 
ling to  accord  these  privileges,  and  yet  am  "w 
jeatous  of  foreigners  holding  a  little  slock  in  a  pet- 
ty little  bank."  This  question  I  shall  endeavor  to 
answer.  Sir.said  Mr.  6.  thisis  the  class  of  foreigners 
who  do  produce  alarm  in  my  mind, — they  excite 
my  terror.  [Mr.  Bknton:  "Ye?,  the  millionaires."] 
These  are  not  the  men  who  fly  from  poverty  and 
oppression  abroad,  and  settle  in  oor  country  to 
share  in  its  toils  as  well  as  i  s  advantages.  They 
are  not  ihe  poor  pre-empiioners  of  the  West,  who 
have  indissolnbly  fixed  their  fate  with  ours,  and 
have  no  other  human  hope  but  to  live  and  die  upon 
out  soil.  No  sir,  no.  Very  far  frem  it.  The 
foreign  stockholders  in  our  btnks  have  no  intention 
of  becoming  American  cilizeD:,.  Their  object  i^ 
to  increase  their  own  fortune  by  the  spoils  of  our 
land,  to  suck  our  yoang  life  blood  for  the  purpose 
of  strengthening  and  invigorating  the  decaying  in- 
stituiions  of  other  coimtries.  They  seek  to  ac- 
quire a  political  infitience  over  us,  that  they  may 
torn  it  to  their  own  advaniave  and  our  destruction. 
Of  such  a  foreign  influence  I  confess  that  I  am 
jealous.  I  firmly  believe  that  tbe  day  on  which 
you  shall  establish  a  new  National  Bank  in  this 
country,  with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  millions  of 
dollars,  and  with  the  power  of  spreading  its 
branches  over  every  portion  of  the  Union,aDd  more 
especially  if  yoa  shall  permit  foreigners  to  hold  the 
stock,  will  be  the  darkest  and  most  portentous 
which  has  ever  shone  apon  the  Republic.  From 
that  day  we  shall,  most  probibly  forfeit  not  only 
our  liberty  but  our  independence.  You  will  then 
concentrate  and  fortify  a  central  money  power, 
forfign  and  domestic,  in  this  country,  which  will 
exercise  a  controlling,  au  overwhelming  influence 
over  its  destinies.  Senators  themselves  may  live 
to  rue  the  day  when  ihey  called  such  a  vast,  such 
an  irresponsible  power,  into  existence.  It  is  such 
a  fure-gn  influence  that  I  dread,  and  not  that  of  the 
"tog  cabin  men"  of  the  fair  West,  (I  thought  I 
never  should  have  nsed  the  expression,)  whose  for- 
tune and  whose  fate  are  necessarily  identified  with 
that  ot  the  country.  It  is  the  foreign  millionaire, 
who  (eeks  to  control  the  politics  of  the  country  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  his  own  interest  and  in- 
creasing his  own  fortune,  of  whom  Republicans 
here  and  every  where  ongbt  lob-  jealous. 

The  Senator  had  said,  and  he  appeared  to  place 
some  stren  on  the  argument,  that  onr  vast  country 
beyond  the  Rocky  Monntains  might  be  settled  by 
foreigners  under  this  law,  and  they  might  sell  it  out 
to  every  body  and  any  body  they  thought  proper. 
But  this  country  could  not  be  settled  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  present  bill,  until  the  Indian  title 
should  be  extinguished  ;  and  when  the  Indian  title 
shall  be  extinguished  in  that  region.  Congress  may 
then  cstabliih  such  laws  for  its  settlement  as  ncay 
be  suitable  to  its  condition  The  Senator  has  gone 
far  away  for  this  argument.  It  will  bea  long  lime, 
notwithstanding  the  sanguine  expectation  of  some 
Senators,  before  ibis  can  become  a  practical  ques- 
ion.  Before  that  day,  it  U  probable  that  bo'h  the 
Senator  and  myself  will  have  passed  from  tbe  the- 
atre of  public  action.  In  regard  to  this  remote 
question,  which  has  been  invoked  as  an  argument 
to  afleei  the  present  interests  and  policy  of  the 
country,  he  would  answer,  in  the  words  of  the 
other  Sienator  from  Keniiicky,  [Mr.  Ci.at]  on  a 
late  memorable  occasion.  When  he  wasappealed  to 
a  few  days  ago  to  inform  the  country  what  he  iu- 
tendrd  to  introduce  as  a  substitute  for  Ihe  Inde- 
pendent Treasury,  in  case  he  Fhouid  succeed  in 
repeaiisg  it,  his  answer  was,  "sufficient  for  the  day 
is  the  evil  thereof."  We  must  not  look  too  far 
ahead.  When  the  lime  shall  arrive  for  considering 
tbe  Oregon  question,  I  hope  there  will  be  sufficient 
wisdom  in  Congress  to  reitle  it  aright.  We  are 
yet  far  on  tbe  eastern  side  of  the  Rocky  Monn- 
taias;  and  hordes  of  Indians  occupy  the  interven- 
ing space. 


Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  of  course  it  mast  be 
natural  for  him  to  desire  to  ebcape  as  toon  as  be 
could  from  any  contest  with  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania;  it  was  one  in  whidi  of  course  he 
could  hope  to  gain  bat  little.  Yet  he  did  not  ad- 
mit it  to  have  been  such  very  bad  logic  that  be 
should  have  impaled  to  him  the  sentiment  of  pre< 
ferring  a  settlement  on  (he  public  lands  to  a  written 
declaration  before  a  magistrate  as  a  lest  on  tbe 
part  of  a  foreigner  of  au  inieniuon  to  become 
an  American  citizen.  True,  it  was  not  said  in 
teims  that  he  proposed  so  lo  alter  the  law,  but  the 
Senator  certainly  did  insist  that  Ihe  one  act  afford- 
ed better  evidence  than  tbe  other;  and  if  so,  why 
not  substitute  the  one  for  tbe  other?  The  Senator 
would  not,  of  coarse,  oppose  tbe  obtaining  of  the  best 
evidence;  and  as  he  esteemed  the  catting  down  of 
some  trees  on  the  pablic  lands,  add  the  erection  of 
a  log  cabin;  that  thereby  a  pre-emption  right  might 
be  obtained,  as  belter  evidence  of  Americanism 
than  all  the  forms  whitd)  our  naturalization  could 
furnish,  why  should  not  the  weaker  evidence  be 
dispensed  with,  and  the  stronger  established?  That 
the  difference  between  the  Senator  and  himself  was 
simply  this :  Ihe  Senator  was  willing  to  put  the 
foreigner  who  made  no  declaration  of  a  purpose  to 
be  natnralized  on  the  same  footing  with  one  who 
did— on  ih4same  footing  with  one  who  had  aetnal- 
ty  become  aatnralized,  and  even  with  the  native- 
born  citizen.  He  (Mr.  CaiTTEirDaN)  did  not.  He 
was  ready  to  give  to  a  foreigner  who  should  be- 
come a  citizen,  acaording  to  law,  all  the  right*  and 
immunities  of  one  born  in  the  land.  He  would 
allow  to  one  who  had  signified  hij  intention  to  be- 
come such,  greater  consideration  than  to  one  who 
had  not.  "At  Senator  was  for  giving  every  thing 
to  a  foreigner  who  bad  made  no  such  decUration. 
He  knew  that  in  time  of  war  we  did  employ  fo- 
reigners in  our  armies;  nor  was  there  in  this  the 
least  degradation.  He  vas  willing  tk*v  should 
mingle  wi'h  us  in  oatne,  l)Ut  he  was  not  willing  to 
invite  them  here  that  they  might  protect  us.  Oh, 
no;  this  was  not  the  balwark  on  which  be  would 
rely  for  protection.  We  had  other  and  stronger 
defence  to  rely  on;  and  not  until  we  were  reduced 
10  the  last  ezlremity  would  be  consent  lo  tell  the 
world  that  we  looked  to  foteign  aid  as  the  balwark 
of  onr  safety.  The  Senator  was  of  opinion  that 
our  protection  against  foreigners  gelling  possession 
cf  the  country  Iwyond  the  Rocky  Mountains  was 
the  nnextingnished  Indian  title.  Would  th*  hono- 
rable gentleman  tell  him  that  all  that  country  was 
acinally  under  tbe  Indian  title?  He  was  not  aware 
ihat  such  was  tbe  fact;  he  bad  not  till  now  sup- 
posed that  ihwe  regions  were  covered  by  even  the 
vaguest  Indian  title.  We  had  beard  of  some  en- 
tire tribes  b«ing  exterminated  by  disease  and  »ther 
causes,  and  certainly  the  whole  country  was  not  oc- 
cupied by  Indians.  The  gentleman,  however,  ima- 
gined Indians  to  be  onr  bulwark  against  foreigners, 
and  in  Ihe  same  breath  was  for  granting  to  foreigc- 
ers  Ihe  right  of  pre-emption. 

The  gentleman  had  told  the  Senate  that  this  was 
not  the  sort  of  foreign  influence  which  he  feared. 
Neither  did  he  fear  it.  It  was  not  from  fear  that 
he  had  Introduced  his  amendment;  but  as  a  matter 
of  principle  and  sound  public  policy.  The  Sena- 
tor, however,  was  terribly  afraid,  indeed,  of  those 
formidable  European  millionaires  who  came  among 
ns  only  to  drtin  our  strength  and  suck  onr  blood. 
While  the  Senator  was  speaking  so  feelingly  on  this 
subject,  he  conld  not  but  be  reminded  of  Ihe 
Spanish  proveib:  "Many  a  man  who  comes 
for  wool  goes  away  shorn."  He  thought  that 
some  of  Ibese  European  capitalist  could  perhaps 
tell  him  so.  The  gentleman  was  much  terrified  at 
the  thnnght  of  the  millionaire  who  sat  in  his 
splendid  place  in  London  the  owner  of  some  stock 
in  an  American  bank.  The  Senator  seemed  to  ap- 
prehended that,  like  an  electric  rod,  this  little 
amount  of  American  bank  stock  might  prove  the 
conductor  to  each  amount  of  foreign  influence  as 
would  electrify  the  whole  land,  and  threaten  lo 
blow  np  all  onr  institutions;  and  yet  the  honorable 
Senator  was  going  to  vote  for  a  bill  which  would 
place  an  EogUshman,  a  proud  and  haughty 
Englishman,  who  considered  that  allegiance  to 
Ctaeen  Victoria  was  his  chief  glory,  and  her  autho- 
rity the  only  one  to  which  a  Briton  ought  to  bow, 
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on  (be  fame  fooling  wi.h  .he  nafive  born  Amfri- 
can  ciUzen.  Of  the  influence  of  such  men  here  on 
our  soil  the  Senator  enieitained  not  the  smallest 
apprehension,  bnt  seemed,  on  the  contrary,  rather 
d^osed  to  cherish  and  increase  it,  lo  fortify  it  by 
priviteges,  and  nnrtare  it  with  aUaids  and  appli- 
ances which  lav  could  supply.  Such  men  he  in- 
vited to  eater  the  bo<om  of  our  land  to  become 
lords  of  tht  soil;  but  the  man,  who,  kept  at  three 
thousand  milps  distant,  with  all  the  broad  ocean 
between  him  and  us,  him  the  Senator  feared  great- 
ly. Well,  he  (Mr.  Ciuttendxn)  would  not  dis- 
pute the  matter.  Some  men  were  so  constituted 
that  that  appeared  very  lorinidable  to  them  which 
gave  other  men  no  nneaiiiaess  at  all,  and  one  might 
as  well  dispute  about  tastes  as  to  argue  with  men's 
feais. 

As  to  the  question  of  a  National  Bank  with  a  ea- 
pital  of  a  hundred  millions,  which  the  Senator  (oM 
them  was  to  subvert  American  liberty,  and  make 
OS  all  th«  slaves  of  a  great  moneyed  power,  he 
would  not  now  enter:  but  he  might  as  well  tell  the 
gentleman  at  once  thai  b*  shou'.d  rejoice  in  the 
day,  and  be  believed  the  day  had  come,  when  a 
great  and  overwhelming  majority  of  the  people  of 
United  Slates  had  become  satisfied  that  a  Nation- 
al Bank  was  the  only  effectual  remedy  against  all 
those  sufferings  under  which  they  bad  been  groan- 
ing for  the  last  twelve  year?.  He  (Mr.  Critten- 
dbk)  was  for  a  Bank  of  the  United  States;  not  for  a 
Bank  with  a  capital  of  a  hundred  millions,  go- 
verned by  Eiglish  millionaires,  bnt  a  Bank  made 
and  constituted  by  the  people  of  the  United  S:aie9, 
owned,  regulated,  and  influenced  by  themselves; 
bat  he  repeated  that  he  would  not  now  ga  into 
that  subject.  The  qaesiion,  and  the  only  question 
at  present  to  be  decided  wa-s  whether  we  would  put 
the  foreigner,  who  made  no  declaration  of  his  inten- 
tion to  become  an  Ameriran  citiz°n,  on  the  same 
footing  with  our  own  ciiizens  Ue  required  some 
evidence,  and  he  asked  for  only  the  smallest  modi- 
cam  of  evidence  of  the  man's  intention  to  become 
an  American  citizen.  Give  him  bat  this  prelimi 
nary  requisite,  and  he  was  willing  at  once  to  iu- 
clnde  that  man  in  all  the  benefits  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  ihe  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky should  not  transfer  tbi<  battle  lo  the  west  of 
tht  Rocky  Mountain.^.  With  his  good  leave  we 
shall  kvp  for  the  present  on  this  side  of  them. 
The  present  contrsl  wa-s  on  the  Indian  frontier, and 
regarded  ihe  rights  which  foreizners  ought  to  ac- 
quire by  settling  and  cultivating  lands  within  the 
limits  of  our  existing  Siales  and  Territories,  and 
not  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains.  And  now,  after 
all  this  discussion,  what  was  the  difference  between 
the  honorable  Senator  and  him.sell7  Why,  f^ir,  he 
has  come  more  than  lialf  round.  He  has  now  be- 
come a  good  pre-emption  man,  and  is  in  favor  of 
granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  all  foreigners, 
provide  they  have  declared  their  intention  to  be- 
come citizens.  But  suppose  the  case  of  a  poor  ig- 
norant foreigner,  not  acquainted  with  the  laws  of 
bis  adepled  country,  who  has  gone  upon  your  pub- 
lic land,  cleared  away  the  forest  and  erected  a  home 
for  his  wife  and  his  children — I  atk,  would  yon  de- 
prive such  a  man  of  all  the  benefits  of  this  bill, 
merely  because  he  had  omitted  to  make  a  formal 
declaratioB  of  his  intention  lo  become  a  citizen? 
I  ask  the  Senator  to  say  whether  such  a  man,  for 
socha  cause,  should  forfnii  his  right  to  become  the 
pvrebaser  of  this  tract  of  land  in  preference  to  any 
hangry  land  shark  who  was  ready  to  pounce  upon 
it  as  lus  prey?  The  question  between  us  has  been 
narrowed  down  to  this  point  at  last.  Now  I  appeal 
to  that  gentleman's  own  heart,  to  say  whether  he 
would  not  decide  it  in  faror  of  the  foreigner.  I 
know  and  feel  that  he  would.  He  can  enlerlain  no 
senons  purpose  that  such  a  settler  should  forfeit 
bis  right  1  am  sure  he  does  nou  And  what,  then, 
is  all  the  mighty  difference  between  ns7  After  all 
oar  replies,  and  rejoinders,  and  surrejoinders, 
the  whole  argument  dwindles  down  to  a  mere 
question  of  tweedledum  and  tweedledee.  Can 
tbe  Senator  make  more  of  ii?  He  is  willing  to 
place  the  foreigner  upon  the  same  fooling  with  our 
own  citizens,  and  grant  him  every  right  of  pre- 
emption which  they  enjoy,  provided  he  has  gone 
through  tbe  form  of  placing  upon  record  the  decla- 
ration of  intention  required  by  onr  naturalization 


laws.  I  go  one  little  step  further,  and  hold  that  the 
foreigner,  by  making  bis  way  to  the  far  We$t,  and 
settling  upon  the  public  land,  manifests,  by  actions 
which  speak  louder  than  words,  even  a  stronger  in- 
tention of  be:M>ming  an  American  citizen,  than  if 
he  bad  merely  mads  the  formal  declaration  re- 
quired; and  in  such  a  case,  I  ask,  should  he  forfeit 
his  privilege  on  account  of  this  omission?  Sure  I 
am  that  if  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky 
Were  constituted  tbe  judge,  and  this  question  were 
left  lo  his  decinon,  he  would  answer,  emphatically, 
no!  He  would  never  decide  that  the  foreigner  who 
has  iellled  oil  the  public  land  since  June,  1840,  up- 
on the  faith  of  your  past  legislation,  or  who  shall 
settle  upon  it  hereafter,  shall  forfeit  his  privilege  of 
pre-emption,  and  be  driven  with  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren from  their  home. 

Tbe  Senaior  has  done  me  injdstire  in  another 
respect.  I  never  either  said  or  insinuated  that  I 
would  proclaim  to  the  world  that  we  wanted  fo- 
reigners to  come  and  settle  ameng>t  us,  that  they 
might  protect  us  from  danger.  What  I  did  say 
was,  that  it  had  long  been  the  national  policy,  and 
one  which  I  considered  sound  and  wise,  to  encou- 
rage the  settlement  of  onr  frontier  as  speedily  and 
as  densely  as  possible;  and  if  this  i^honld  be  done 
in  part  by  foreigners,  then,  in  the  hour  of  dangeV, 
their  bodies  would  be  onr  bulwark  against  a  savage 
foe,  just  as  surely  as  the  breasts  of  our  own  citi- 
zens. I  cann(  I  vote  for  hi.<i  amendment,  because  I 
am  unwilling  that  an  ignorant  man.  who  may  have 
acquired  an  equitable  title  to  a  pre  emption,  shall 
forfeit  it  for  want  of  having  gone  through  a  legal 
firm. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  am  anxious  to  escape 
from  any  further  participaticn  in  this  controversy; 
bnt,  according  to  the  usages  of  ibe  Senate,  as  I  have 
ofiiered  an  affirmative  proposition,  it  is  necessary 
and  proper  that  I  should  have  the  last  word. 
The  only  distngeenuoas  thing  which  the  ho- 
norable Senator  has  said  b  contained  in  bis  la*t 
remark,  that  I  am  coming  reund,  and,  if  my  amend- 
ment prevails,  shall  vote  for  the  bill.  No;  I  am 
not  committed  to  vole  for  granting  a  pre-emption  to 
any  body. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  I  did  not  say  that  the  Se- 
nator would  vote  for  the  bill,  for  I  am  sure  he  will 
not.  I  said  lie  would  put  foreigners  on  Ihe  Fame 
tooting  wiih  American  citizens,  if  they  would  only 
drclare  their  intisnlioa  to  become  such. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Yesterday  1  wasin  favor 
of  confining  the  benefits  of  this  bill  lo  American 
citizens.  The  Senate  have  voted  to  extend  ihem 
to  foreigners.  I  now  move  an  amendment  requir- 
ing a  simple  declaration  of  an  intent  to  be  natu- 
ralized. Ths  Senator  opposes  it,  and  is  for  putting 
those  who  have  no  legal  or  legitimate  claim  to  this 
beiiifit  at  our  hands  on  the  same  footing  with  our 
own  ciiizens,  and  he  says  the  difference  between 
ns  is  a  mere  matter  of  iweedleJum  and  tweedledee. 
Tbe  Senator  thinks  it  bard  to  make  a  distinction 
against  one  foreigner  merely  because  he  has  omitted 
to  make  any  declaration  of  bis  purpose  to  become 
a  citizen.  Why  not  agree  at  once  ibat  it  is  a 
shame  to  make  a  difference  between  a  foreigner 
and  our  own  citizen  simply  because  he  has  hap- 
pened to  be  born  in  another  country,  and  nnder  dif- 
ferent allegiance — a  matter  over  which  he  had  no 
sort  of  coDttol?  The  difference  between  such  a 
man  and  a  native  American  is,  in  the  Senator's  es- 
timation, a  mere  mailer  of  iweedlednm  and  twee- 
dledee. Yet  this  is  the  gentleman  who  is  so 
terribly  afraid  of  foreign  influence.  He  is 
for  making  no  difference  between  an  English- 
man, a  Russian,  a  Frenchman,  and  an  American. 
Now,  the  honorable  Senator  may  excnre  m»,  while 
I  have  all  proper  respect  for  foreigners,  if  I  love 
my  own  countrymen  a  little  belter  than  them,  and 
if  I  do  make  a  difference  between  the  foreigner 
who  comes  and  grasps  me  by  tbe  band,  and  so- 
lemnly records  his  declaration  to  cast  in  bis  lot 
with  me,  to  make  my  county  his  county,  my  Oo- 
vernment  his  Qovernment,  and  lo  teek  an  inheri- 
tance in  the  soil  for  himself  and  bis  children — and 
the  foreigner  who  is  very  willing  to  receive  any  ^nd 
all  the  benefits  we  may  have  to  bestow,  bnt  who  re- 
fuses to  give  us  the  slieh'.est  pledge  of  hi.s  desire  to 
become  one  of  ourselves.  To  the  gentleman  this 
may  all  be  tweedledum  and  tweedledee — to  me,  I 


confe  s,  it  is  matter  of  strong  and  high  Amerieaa 
feeling. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  tbe 
question  was  divided  so  as  to  be  pat  first  npon  the 
first  part  of  Mr.  Crittkndbh's  amendment. 

Mr.  PORTER  inquired  whether  the  mover 
would  not  modify  ii  so  far  as  to  allow  a  previous 
declaration  made  before  applying  for  the  pre-emp- 
tion to  be  a  valid  fulfilment  of  the  condition  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  assented  to  tbe  modifica- 
tion proposed  by  tbe  Senator  from' Michigan. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
amendment  because  such  a  provision  would  be  ut- 
terly useless  if  incorporated  in  the  bill.  Tbe  de- 
claration of  the  intention  of  an  individual  to  be- 
come a  citizen,  might  be  mad«  with  great  tmdi; 
the  individual  might  then  occupy  land,  and  obtain 
a  title  thereto,  and  then  with  great  sincerity  change 
hi«  intention.  He  was  opposed  to  all  distinctions 
of  ihisdescription,  and  when  a  foreigner  reached 
onr  shores  he  was  willing  lo  take  the  chain  frcm 
bis  neck — every  link  of  it. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  said  it  seemed  to  him  they  were 
making  themselves  active  about  a  question  which 
should  not  be  enfertained  by  them;  and  as  it  ap- 
peared to  be  the  intention  to  take  the  question  to- 
night, b«  would  state  his  views  re»7>ectiog  it.  Now, 
after  what  wa^  said  yesterday  about  peculiar  and 
exclusive  privilege.*,  he  would  atk  what  wai  the 
privilege  proposed  to  be  conferred  by  this  bill?  It 
was,  as  he  understood  it,  the  privilege  to  the  settler 
of  paying  that  price  for  the  land  he  occupied,  wfaieh 
Ihe  Qovernment  bad  chosen  to  fix  as  tbe  minimum 
price  of  the  public  lands;  and  be  made  there  re- 
markt  that  h*  might  not  be  misinterpreted  or  mis- 
understood in  what  ho  designed  further  to  say  upon 
tbi»  subject.  Was  there,tben,  reason  that  they  ^uld 
change  all  their  legislation  in  reference  to  the  public 
lands?  Had  not  every  foreigner,  every  where,  ihe 
perfect  right  lo  go  to  onr  land  office  to  pordiase 
lands?  and  who  would  inquire  whether  be  was  a 
citiz'n,  or  intended  to  make  himself  one?  Who 
would  make  tuch  an  inquiry?  Where  was  tbe 
law  proposing  or  authorizing  it?  Two  years  ago 
he  knew  such  a  proposition  was  made  here,  but  it 
was  rejected.  Why  should  they  make  .such  a  dis- 
tinction between  the  foreigner  and  the  native  cili- 
zen,  in  the  pnrchaTe  of  tbe  public  land?  Yester- 
day, in  the  course  of  the  debate,  he  heard  an  appie 
hension  expressed  that  ibey  were  about  to  violate 
the  laws  of  tbe  States,  and  to  force  npon  them  citi- 
zens against  their  institations;  but  could  they  do 
that?  Was  it  in  their  power  to  do  i?  Suppose 
Ibey  made  a  grant  or  sale  of  land  within  a  State  to 
a  foreigner,  did  it  prove  that  the  foreigner  coald 
hold. or  transmit  that  property  to  another.  In  his 
own  Slate,  (New  York,)  any  f<reigner  could  take 
the  title  to  land,  but  he  could  not  hold  it  as  againit 
the  State;  he  could  not  convey  it  by  deed,  and  be 
could  not  transfer  it  by  inheritance.  His  liile  was 
good  against  all  tbe  world  bat — what?  That  very 
sovereign  power  which,  it  seemed  to  him,  genlle- 
men  were  endeavoring  to  protect.  Tbe  United 
States  hadyiflded  to  the  Sta'es  all  .sovereignty  over 
this  domain  by  their  admission  into  the  Union,  and 
they  only  held  the  title  like  a  private  individaal, 
and  ihey  had  the  right  to  convey  in  the  same  man- 
ner; but  suppose  a  foreigner  should  purchase 
from  them,  and  Ibe  law  of  the  Sia'e  did  not 
enable  a  foreigner  to  bold,  or  transmit,  the  title; 
did  their  patent  ovenide  the  law  of  the  S'ate?  No, 
the  foreigner  took  the  tit!eathis  peril.  If  be  chose 
not  to  become  a  citizen  what  was  the  conrequence? 
He  took  title  for  the  benefit  of  the  State.  The 
lands  would  escheat,  if  he  did  not  qualify  himself 
lo  hold  and  convey.  Was  it  desirable  then  lo  ibe 
Stales,  that  we  should  prohibit  such  purchases? 
So  long  as  the  title  remained  in  tbe  General  Qo- 
vernment, tbe  power  of  the  State  in  which  it  lay 
did  not  reach  it;  but  tbe  moment  it  was  conveyed 
to  any  foreigner,  or  to  any  body — to  an  infant,  a 
fetnmt  covmtrU,  or  any  body  else,  there  was  an  end 
of  the  Federal  power,  and  the  question  of  title  was 
with  the  State.  And  were  they  called  npon  to  say 
who  should  or  who  should  not  purchase?  The 
Slates  have  established  their  own  institnlions  to 
please  lhemselve.0,  and  should  the  Congress  at'empt 
to  interfere?    Was  there  a  Stale  in  tbe  Union  in 
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wltich  a  foreigner  canaot  lake  ihe  title  to  land  ? 
If  there  were,  be  Icnew  it  not — ^be  never  heard  of 
sock  an  instance.  Id  Englaod  a  Toreigner  can 
take  the  title  to  land,  bat  as  far  as  the  Government 
is  coveeroed,  he  takes  for  it>  benefit,  if  it  chooses 
to  interfere.  It  was  not  a  question,  iben,  so  far  as 
CooKteas  was  concerned,  who  shall  bold  and  con- 
vey land;  bat  the  qaestion  with  which  ih«y  bad 
to  do  was,  who  shall  be  permitted  to  take  the  title? 
It  was  for  the.  benefit  of  the  Tieasory  ihay  sokl 
the  land,  and  when  it  was  ^\iX  it  fell  with- 
in ibe  power  and  jorisdiciion,  and  was  sab- 
jeet  to  the'  taxation,  of  the  Stale  ia  which 
it  was  situated.  If  the  Stale  choose  to  say 
that  a  foreigner  may  hold  and  convey,  would  ihey 
arrest  that  regulation?  And  if  the  Stale  shonld 
elMMXe  to  say  a  foreigner  sballnot  hold  and  convey 
real  estate  within  ii,  they  could  not  say  he  shall. 
The  moment  the  title  was  transferred  to  a  foreigner, 
It  was  in  the  Slate,  if  the  State  choose  to  avail  it- 
self of  its  technical  right.  Were  they  not,  ihen, 
agitating  a  qnestlon  which  did  not  belong  to  their 
l^islation,  and  with  which  properly  they  had  no 
conceinl  An  intimation  was  thrown  oat  yester- 
day, that,  to  make  a  foreigner  a  freeholder,  wa°,  in 
snhstaoce  and  effect,  to  make  him  a  voter.  Had 
tb^  power  over  that}  He  tbnnght  they  had  not. 
He  believed  it  was  in  the  power  of  eirery  Slate  in 
this  Union  to  prescribe  ihe  qaalifications  of  its  own 
voters,  and  even  to  permit  that  man  to  vote,  if  its 
people  choose,  who  is  not  a  citizen  of  ihe  United 
Stat*;  ^nd  he  knew  of  no  power  in  the  Congress 
of  tlie  United  States  to  control  the  State  in  ibe 
matter.  He  remembered  well  Ibe  occasion  when 
lie  examined  this  subject — the  admission  of  Michi- 
gan inio  the  Union — and  be  sought  in  vain  for  any 
anthority  in  any  branch  of  thi«  Government  >o  pre- 
scribe who  shall  or  who  shall  not  vole  in  Ibe 
States.  He  was  snre  it  would  not  be  found  in  ihe 
Conslitntion,  and  he  denied  the  existence  of  any 
sacb  power;  and  so  he  dmied  any  aulhoriiy  in 
llie  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  determine  who 
shall  hoM,  convey,  or  transmit  the  title  lo  real  es- 
tate within  the  Sates.  It  wu  enough,  then,  that 
they  offered  the  land  in  the  market,  and  to  any  prr- 
M>n  who  would  pay  the  money  and  lake  the  palrnt; 
and  when  it  was  sold  it  was  subject  to  ihe  Stale 
iDSiilalions.  These  bad  be<n  hit  views  since  the 
oommencfment  of  the  dsbatr;  and,  wiih  them,  he 
should  vote  against  the  amendment  ih<>n  under 
consideration. 

Bfr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  shmld  like  to  under- 
stand how  the  amendment  stood;  for,  as  he  under- 
stood it,  the  Senator  fiom  Kentucky  (Mr.  Obit- 
TENDcn]  by  accepting  the  propn^iiion  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Michigan  [Mr.  Porter]  had  snbstaniially 
yielded  the  point  in  di^fus^ion  between  them. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  then  said  he  would  prefer 
taking  die  question  on  the  amendment  as  he  had 
originally  presented  it. 

Mr.  POKTER  said  be  should  vote  for  this 
amendment,  becance  he  was  anxious  to  hold,  oat 
to  foreigners  the  additional  indncemenl  it  would  pre- 
sent to  them  to  become  citizens  of  the  United  Slates. 
The  declaration  of  such  ioieniion  was,  in  many 
cases  inadvertently,  but  in  few  desienedly,  oroiiied. 
It  sarely  was  the  policy  of  this  Government  not 
only  to  ebconrage,  but  to  slimulate  these  people, 
by  every  laudable  inducement,  lo  charge  their  al- 
legiance and  become  what  every  free  white  man 
in  the  eoanlry  ought  lobe — an  elector.  He  did 
not  desire  to  sec  the  soil  of  Michigan  in  the  per- 
manent po.' session  of  foreign  .'tnbjectf,  averse  lo 
taking  on  ihems^elves  the  daiies  and  obligations, 
and  toenj'iyiDg  the  politiral  immunities  and  privi 
legeeof  AuMrican  citizens.  He  desired  lo  see 
tbem  become  Ameneant,  and  when  Ihey  Were  so, 
in  Tiitue  of  thenaturalizaii^n  laws,  he  would  be 
as  ready  to  welcome  them  to  all  Ibe  tights  apper- 
taining |to  ihem  as  such,  as  if  ihey  bad  drawn 
their  first  breath  among  us.  The  di^abiliiies  i,l 
foreigners  in  relation  to  real  eMate, alluded  toby 
the  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  Wrioht]  as  ex- 
iiting  in  that  State,  did  not  ohuin  in  Michigan. 
Foreigners  there  c<>uld  take  and  hold  land  free 
from  all  rotroinLs  on  the  power  of  alienation, 
tiihefby  deed  or  by  devise;  and  in  ca.<es  ofimei!- 
lacy,  it  descended  according  lo  general  laws.  It 
WW  only  Ibe  political  disabilities  of  having   no 


voice  in  elections,  and  of  ineligibility  to  office,  un- 
der which  alienti  in  Michigan  labored.  Those 
disabilities  be  wi.'-hed  to  s*e  removed;  and  because 
such  wa.s  bii  desire,  he  should  oQipr  the  induce- 
ment pre-sented  by  this  resolution,  so  far  as  bis 
vote  in  i\a  favor  would  go. 

He  then  asked  Ihe  permi'sion  of  ihe  Senate  to 
make  a  ^bort  explanation  of  the  vote  he  gave  yester- 
day en  the  amendment  offered  by  the  honorable 
Senator  fiom  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Minoom,]' 
which  confined  ihe  pre-emp'ion  right  to  "free 
white  persons."  He  asked  it  on  accDunt«f  his 
peculiarly  delicate  position,  be  being  the  only  Sena- 
tor who  gave  a  negative  vote,  and  because  of  ihe 
unasual  precipitation  with  which  the  qaestion  was 
dispo.sed  of. 

Bi' his  vole  on  this  amvndment,  be  was  called 
on  to  decide,  as  a  Michigan  Senator,  whether  this 
di.siinction  ought  to  be  recognised.  It  wonid  be 
observed  that  this  was  the'first  instance  in  which  it 
had  ever  been  maJe  in  the  framing  of  a  prr-emp- 
lion  law.  Not  one  of  theprevious  sets  contained 
it,  and  the  qaestion  might,  therefore,  well  be  a.'ked 
why  it  should  now  be  established.  But  there  was 
not  found  his  objec.ion  to  this  smendmenl.  He 
was  admonished  by  the  tone  and  character  of  the 
civil  instigations  of  the  State  he  represented,  not  to 
sanction  it.  The  black  man  has  tl  ere  no  political 
power,  except  for  enumeration  as  the  basis  of  re- 
presentation. He  cannot,  by  any  aceumnlation  of 
property,  however  great  in  amount,  become  an 
elec'or  or  hold  an  office.  But  here  all  his  disa- 
bilities end.  He  enjoys  all  the 'civil  rights 
conferred  by  our  Constitution  and  laws  on  ihe 
white  man,  without  restriction  or  limitation.  He 
may  tAke  and  and  hold,  as  he  does  take  and  hold, 
real  and  personal  estate.  He  may  convey  aud^ell 
it,  and  direct  its  descent  by  will  ani  tesi«men<;  and 
if  he  dies  intestate,  it  descends  according  lo  the 
laws  in  force  regulating  dower,  inheritance,  and 
the  rights  of  creditors  of  deceased  per>:on8.  In 
short,  the  color  of  the  skin  is  no  passport  to  an  ex- 
clusive enjoyment  of  personal  liberty  rr  the  rights 
of  properly.  The  right  proposed  to  be  conferred 
by  this  pre-emption  bill,  beins  strictly  a  civil  one, 
and  as  no  political  power  can  be  incident  lo  its  rn- 
j  lymenl  by  the  black,  he  might  well  have  hesitated 
to  be  the  flr^t  to  create  a  distinction,  and  ihe  only 
one,  as  to  color,  in  the  facilities  for  the  acquisition 
of  properly,  afforded  alike  lo  all  by  the  framerj  of 
our  Slate  Con^tituiioDs. 

He  QouM  well  imagine  that  this  qaestion  wa-t 
liable  ti  be  viewed  in  different  lights  by  ihs  repre- 
sentatives of  diff*rent  Slates.  He  was  wholly  un- 
Rcqnainted  with  ihe  domestic  details  which  recn- 
la'e  the  institution  of  slavery  at  the  S«uih,  but  he 
took  it  for  granted  that  a  slave  cannot  hoi  I  lands. 
It  would  be  a  strange  anomaly  if  he  could. 

[Mr.  MiNGDM  here  remarked,  "No^  certainly  he 
cannot."] 

The  absence  of  this  amendment,  then,  would  be 
wholly  inoperative  as  to  him,  and  he  coutd  not, 
therefore,  be  snsperted  of  a  wish  to  connect  this 
bill  with  that  subject  to  the  iujory  of  Southern 
rights  or  Southern  feeling',  voting,  as  he  wished  it 
lo  be  understood  it  was  his  design  to  vole,  in  ac- 
cordance with  what  he  believed  to  be  the  spirit  of 
Michigan  inMiiutioiis.  Indeed,  he  could  not  feel 
at  liberty  lo  vote  otherwise. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  the  first  branch  of 
Mr.  Crittendkh's  amendment,  and  decided,  by 
yeays  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Clay  of  Kenlocky,  Clavton, 
Crittenden,  Graham,  Huntington,  Knigb',  Man- 
gum,  Merrick,  Phelps  Poner,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Ruscles,  and  Smith  of  Indiana — 14 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama.  Fulton,  Hen- 
derson. Hobbard,  King,  Linn,  LiUmpkin,  Monton, 
Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Bobinson,  Se- 
vier, Smith  of  Connecticut,  Siorgeon,  Tallmadge, 
Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Williams,  Wright, 
and  Young— 29. 

The  qaestion  ihen  recurring  on  the  second  branch 
of  the  amendment,  viz:  that  requiring  a  declaration 
from  the  applicant  that  bis  whole  property  was  not 
worth  over  1500— 

-     Mr.  BENTON  expressed  his   hope  that   Mr. 
CftiTTBHDKii  wonld  not  insist  upon  this,  bat  would 


accept,  in  lieu  of  it,  ihe  amendment  which  had 
been  read  by  Mr  Tappam.    ■ 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  declined  doing  so,  as  he 
did  not  consider  the  latter  as  at  all  covering  the 
same  ground. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  then  formally  moved  his  amenck 
ment,  which  wsts  to  add  to  the  first  section  a  proviso, 
in  Ihe  following  terms:  "Provided  farther.  That  no 
person  being  the  owner  of  land  in  any  State  or 
Teiritory,  who  shall  quit  or  abandon  his  residence 
on  his  own  land,  to  reside  on  pablic  land  in  the 
same  Stale  or  Territory,  shall  aoi)nire  any  right  of 
pre  emption  under  this  act." 
.  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  hoped  the  friends  of  Ihe 
seiiier  would  vote  against  both  propositit  ns,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  entirely  a  sew  feature  In  Ihe 
system,  and  one  wholly  unnecessary;  for  who 
would  think  of  making  a  speculation  on  160  aores 
of  wild  landl 

The  question  being  taken  on. the  latter  branch  of 
Mr.  Cbittcndbn's  amendment,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
it  was  rejected,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Cliiyton, 
Crittenden,  Graham,  Huntingdon,  Koigfat,  Man- 
gum,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Roane,  Raggles— 14. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Andersoit,  Benton,  Bu 
ehanan,  Calhosn,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fallon,  Hen- 
derson, Hubbard,  Linn,  Lnmpkin,  Moalon,  Nicho- 
las, Norvell,  Porter,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Connectirut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Tall- 
madge,  Tappan,  Walker,  While,  Wright,  and 
Youiig— 26. 

And  then  tb:  Senate  adjourned. 


Wednisdat,  January  6,  1841. 

Th:  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  orr  the  pub- 
lic lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  culiivate  the  same, 
and  raise  a  log  cabin  theraon,  being  the  special 
firmer  of  the  day,  was  laken  up,  th»  qaestion  beins  on 
'h«a"nendment  offered  by  Mr.  Prentiss,  ofVer- 
'nont,  as  a  substitute  for  the  whole  bill,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and 
insert  ihe  following:  That  every  actual  settler  on 
any  of  the  public  lands  to  which  Ihe  Indian  title 
has  been  extinguished,  except  such  ^s  are  herein- 
after reserved,  bein?  the  head  of  a  family,  or  over 
iwrnty-one  years  of  age,  who  was  in  possession 
and  a  bouse-kesper,  by  personal  residence  thereon, 
at  the  time  of  passing  this  act,  and  fur  four  months 
next  preceding,  shall  be  entitled  lo  a  pre-emption  in 
the  purchase  of  the  land  so  retlled  upon,  liol  exceed- 
ing one  quarter  section,  of  the  minimum  price  now 
eiktablished  by  law." 

Mr.  TAPPAN  utged  his  amendment  to  exclude 
from  the  right  to  pre-cmpiion  such  pnrsons  as  were 
the  owners  of  lan'l,  who  should  q'lit  or  abandon  it, 
to  reside  on  the  public  land. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  suggested  a  slight  mo- 
dification of  the  amendment,  ihus:  "being  the  own- 
ers of  land  in  any  Stale  or  Territory,  who  shall 
qiii  or  abandon  bis  residence  on  his  own  land, 
Kxlhovt  stUing  the  tmu,  lo  reside  on  public  land," 
etc.  He  preferred  the  introduction  of  these 
words. 

Mr.  NORVELL  was  opposed  to  all  these  amend- 
ments, and  he  demanded  the  ayes  and  noes  thereon, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  LINN  said  ibe  object  of  the  bill  shonid  be 
t'l  secure  a  home  for  the  poor  laboring  man,  who 
ba-.  not  a  home,  and  if  be  could  see  any  practical 
way  of  carrying  it  oat,  he  should  vote  for  it  Ne- 
vertheless, he  thought  he  should  vote  fer  the  bill  as 
it  wa.0.  The  only  difficulty  with  him  was  as  to  the 
result:  he  did  not  wish  them  to  pass  a  law  ilmt 
coald  not  be  carried  out.  They  conld  not  restrain 
the  people  from  going  on  the  pablic  lands — they 
might  as  wall  attempt  to  restrain  the  course  of  the 
winds^-and  theretore  the  law  would,  in  point  of 
fact,  be  a  dead  letter.  If  the  provision  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  conld  be  carried  otit,  be  slwald 
be  glad,  but  be  feared  it  could  not. 

Mr.  FULTON  said  it  was  wrong  to  eneanber 
the  bill  with  amendments  of  this  kind;  and  he 
should  vole  against  thent.  Their  true  policy  tras 
to  secure  the  improvement  cf  the  pablic  land,  and 
to  get  every  foot  of  it  into  ealtivation;  and  this  bill 
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WW  intended  to  enable  the  poor  bot  industrious 
man  to  proeare  it  at  one  oi  two  ceols  per  acre  lower 
than  it  could  be  purchased  at  by  others;  and  eonid 
this  b*  really  a  matter  of  so  miMsh  moment,  as  to 
call  foith  an  opposition,  when  the  welfare  of  the 
poor  nan  wonid  be  seeored  by  the  trifling  sacrifice? 
now  the  qaestion  in  reality  wa*  whether  an  indi- 
Tidnal  who  has  improved  one  qnarter  section,  shall 
go  on  to  improve  others,  and  obtain  a  pre-emption 
light  thereto.  To  this  be  (Mr.  Fulton)  could  see 
no  objection,  as  the  settler  might  thereby  first  cnlti- 
Tate  a  quarter  section  for  himself,  and  then  others 
for  and  with  the  aid  of  hi-;  children,  thereby  making 
provision  for  them,  and  accomplishing  what  was 
deBired  by  alK,  the  cnliivation  of  the  land. 

Mr.  Tippah's  amendment  was  then  adopted  by 
the  following  vote: 

YBAB — Messrs.  AUen,  Ben'on,  Bnchanan,  Clay 
of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Cnttenden,Dizon,  Oraham, 
Hontington,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mangum, 
Merrick,  Phelps,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Rng^les,  Smith 
of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tap- 
pan.  Wall,  Webster,  Williams,  and  Wright— i26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Calhoun,  Clay  of 
Alabama,  Fulton,  Henderson,  Habbard,  Monton, 
Nidiolas,  Norvell,  Porter,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Siur* 
geoD,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  White,  and  Yoang— 17. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  be  should  call  for 
the  ayes  and  noes  en  the  qaesiion  of  the  adoption 
of  tlie  snbstilute  which  was  proposed  for  the  entire 
bill;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PBBNTIS3  said  as  the  bill  was  prospective 
in  its  operation,  it  would  bold  out  an  invitation 
not  only  to  oar  own  citizen^,  but  to  foreigoerr,  to 
come  and  lake  possession  of  our  public  lands. 
Now  to  this  he  was  opposed.  This  proposition  was 
by  far  |oo  extensive;  it  wonId  entirely  supers:de 
the  whole  of  the  present  land  system;  it  was  at 
variance  with  public  policy,  and  it  was  incompati- 
ble with  the  interests  of  the  country, 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  now  rose  and  addressed 
the  Senate  nearly  as  follows: 

The  amendment  now  offtred  by  my  friend  from 
Vermont,  by  drawing  a  line  between  the  legislation 
heretofore  par>ued  with  relation  to  pre-emptions, 
and  the  new,  comprehensive,  and  iaierminable  le- 
gislation proposed  by  the  present  bill,  opens  the 
whole  question  for  divcassios;  and  I  avail  myself 
of  the  opportunity  thus  afforded,  to  present  to  the 
Senate  some  of  the  general  views  I  have  taken  of 
this  subject,  and  I  invitr,  in  the  ontset,  the  serious, 
and,  1  woalil  say,  the  solemn  attention  of  the  Se- 
nate to  the  bill  before  it.  Before,  however,  I  pro- 
ceed to  examine  its  provisions,  allow  me,  in  pass- 
ing, to  notice  a  most  novel  and  surprising  doctrine 
advanced  yesterday  by  the  Senator  from  New 
Yoik,  [Mr.  Wriort;]  not  that  I  pnrpote  to  discnss 
at  this  time  the  posiiion  he  assnmtd,  bnt  that  I  may 
here  enter  my  public  protest  against  ii,  lest,  shoold 
I  remain  silent,  it  might  be  tboaght  by  any  that  I 
yield  my  assent  to  it.  The  Senator's  position  is, 
that  it  is  competent  to  a  State  under  the  Ck>nstiin- 
tioh  to  admit  an  unnaturalized  foreigner  to  vote  in 
otir  elections.  I  wage  no  war  against  foreigners.  I' 
respect  them  when  their  character  entitles  them  to 
respect. '  I  well  know  especially  the  value  of  the 
German  yeomanty ;  a  better  set  of  husbandmen 
does  not  exist  on  the  face  of  the  earth;  honest,  in- 
dustrious, economical,  admirable  jodges  of  the 
soil,  the  best  judges  of  land  in  all  the  coantry,  de- 
votedly attached  to  their  families — that  is  the  cha- 
racter Qf  our  German  population  as  I  have  become 
acquainted  with  it  in  my  own  immediate  neighbor- 
hood. I  will  not  now  stop  to  speak  of  the  charac- 
ter of  the  gallant  Irish,  whose  virtues,  and,  I  will 
add,  whose  defects  of  character  (the  virtues  far 
overbalancing  the  defects)  are  so  well  known 
thronghoDt  the  world.  I  am  not  the  enemy  of  fo- 
relgnerr,  but  the  Opinion  expressed  by  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  New  York  is  one  of  immense 
practical  iniportance;  for,  if  I  am  not  greatly  mir- 
informed,  President  Van  Baren  owes  the  vote  of 
one  State  of  this  Confederacy,  I  mean  the  State  of 
lUinoiSt  to  the  fact  of  unnaturalized  foreigners 
TOting  in  our  late  election,  and  casting  their 
Totrs  for  him.  I  will  not,  however,  enter  on 
that  subject,  and  I  have  advened  to  it  now,  mere- 
ly that  no  einclnsivn  may  be  drawn  from  my  silenoe 
llMt  1  approve  or  tolerate  the  dactrine  advanced  by 


the  Senator  from  New  York.  I  here  publicly  ex- 
press an  opinion  decidedly  oppbnte.  I  think  that 
the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  always  im- 
plies citizenship,  though  citizenship  does  not  imply 
the  right  to  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franebis*. 
I  hold  that  a  voter,  whose  voice  may  affect  or  change 
the  entire  policy  of  the  country,  may  alter  or  sub- 
vert the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  country,  is  a 
component  part  of  the  political  power  of  the  country. 
I  hold  that  the  power  over  the  subject  of  naturali- 
zation has  been  confided  by  the  Constitntiofi  exclu- 
sively to  the  Qeneial  Oovemment,  and  that  no 
State  can  constitutionally  exercise  that  power;  and 
that,  therefore,  no  State  can  confer  those  privileges 
and  immunities,  or  grant  those  rights  which  pro- 
ceed from  naturalization.  This  is  my  opinion,  and 
I  advance  it  here  merely  as  a  eoimter^ojet  to  that 
eipreised  by  the  Senator  from  New  York.  When 
a  foreigner  has  once  been  naioralized,  I  regard  him 
as  a  brother,  as  a  member  of  our  political  commu- 
nity, and  as  entitled,  with  tome  few  c  institutional 
exceptions,  to  all  the  rights  of  native  born  citizens, 
and  to  the  protection  and  defence  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  at  home  and  abroad;  but  until  he  has  re- 
nounced his  allegiance  to  his  foreign  sovereign, 
and  sworn  fidelity  to  our  country,  I  cannot  and  will 
not — and  I  was  utterly  amazed  to  hear  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  express  a  different  opinion — 
look  upon  him  as  incorporated  in  oar  society,  and 
authorized,  by  the  exercise  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise, to  exert  an  inflaence  in  uosellling  or  chang- 
ing our  entire  political  policy,  whilst,  as  a  subject 
of  a  foreign  power,  he  lies  under  all  his  original 
and  native  obligations.  If  the  contrary  doctrine  be 
admitted  to  be  a  sound  one,  then,  as  has  been 
shown  by  a  calculation  which  I  have  seen,  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  by  a  proper  distribution  of 
17,000  of  bis  serfs  among  the  Ststes  of  this  Union 
(if  the  States  would  have  permitted  Ihem  to  vote) 
might  have  changed  the  g'orions,  the  triumphant 
result  of  November  last,  and  have  continued  those 
in  power  who,  by  the  fn;l,  decide(^,  and  manir  ex- 
pression of  the  public  will,  have  been  declared  un- 
worthy to  be  the  depositaries  of  it  any  longer. 

But  it  is  with  another  subject  that  I  have  risen 
now  to  deal— the  fearful  extension  now  proposed  to 
be  given  to  the  pre  emptirn  system.  We  have 
now  had  a  land  svstem  in  operatinn  for  upwards 
of  forty  yeac.  I<  there  any  thing  in  the  practical 
effect  of  this  old  and  long  tried  system  whldi  should 
induce  us  to  repudiate  it  for  a  new,  oniried,  and 
wild  experiment?  What  have  bren  its  resullst  It 
commenced  about  forty  years  ago,  or  a  little  more, 
in  one  of  the  great  Western  members  of  the  Con- 
federacy, (the  State  of  Ohio,)  the  settlemeitt  of 
which  took  place  as  much  as  twenty  years  later 
than  in  the  cise  of  her  sifter  and  neighbor,  Ken- 
tacky.  And  whit  is  her  population  now?  From 
the  retorns  of  the  new  census  it  is  found  to  amount 
tn  a  million  and  a  half  of  souls — nearly  double  that 
of  my  own  State,  although  Kentucky  had  preceded 
her  by  such  a  great  length  of  time.  And  if  we 
then  go  to  Indiana,  a  still  younger  sister  in  the  great 
family  of  Stat^  we  shall  find  that  the  exhibits  a 
population  of  between  six  and  seven  hundred  ihou- 
snnd,  nearly  equal  to  that  of  a  State  which  washer 
predecessor  in  the  establishment  of  independent 
State  sovereignty  by  thirty  years.  I  will  not  go 
through  the  lust.  All  the  members  of  the  Senate 
are  doubtless  familiar  with  the  returns  of  the  late 
census.  All  these  great  and  astonishing  results 
have  taken  place  under  that  sys'em  which  we  are 
now  asked  to  change.  Is  it  wise — is  it  prudent— is 
it  statesmanlike,  to  reject  a  plan  from  whieh  have 
proceeded  such  glorious  fruits,  for  an  nntried,  and, 
as  I  believe,  a  most  hazardons  sxperimentl 

What  is  the  history  of  these  pre-emption  laws? 
They  arose,  I  think,  in  the  first  instance  in  the  case 
of  what  is  called  Symmes's  Grant.  John  Cleves 
Symmes  porchawd  from  the  Oovernment  a  large 
tract  of  land  between  the  Great  and  Little^  Miami 
rivers,  in  Ohio,  including  the  spot  where  Cincinna- 
ti now  stands.  He  was  unable  to  pay  for  it,  bat 
finally  made  a  compromise  with  the  Government, 
and  look  a  less  amonnt  of  land.  He  had,  in  the 
mean  time,  Fold  out  to  nnmerons  sub-pnrchasers, 
who,  being  innocent  third  parties,  and  having  pnr- 
chaaisd  in  good  faith,  were  supposed  to  have  a  fair 
title  to  pte^nption  for  the  improvements  they  bad 


made  and  the  farms  tbey  had  opened  to  cnltivK- 
tion.  Congress,  accordingly,  granted  to  them  the 
right  to  pnrehase  from  the  Government  the  Unda 
iliey  held  at  the  minimum  price  prescribed  by  law. 
Then  came  the  cession  of  Louisiana,  man^  of  the 
occupants  of  which  had  settled  on  their  fuas 
while  that  Territory  belonged  to  the  Spaniah  smI 
the  French  Governments,  under  grants  f^ly  naade, 
while  others  bad  entered  on  their  lands  with  com- 
fidence  that,  according  to  the  establiiJied  Qs«ges 
and  customs  of  the  country,  dbnatioas  of  land  woaki 
be  obtained,  totally  unaware  of  the  change  of  sove- 
reignty which  had  jessed  npon  the  conntiy  widioiB 
consulting  them.  Tlte  qaestion  then  aroae,  wliat 
ought,  in  equity,  to  be  done  in  their  case?  AJid  the 
American  Government  came  to  the  conclusion  dutt 
all  who  had  thus  come  into  possession  of  their  land 
were  equitably  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre-emptioi, 
which  was  accordingly  extended  to  them.  Next 
came  a  third  tase — that  of  the  Kahobia,  Kaskitskia, 
and  St.  Vincent  settlers  in  Illinois  and  ladiaBa. 
The^e  inhabited  French  villages  were  settled  in 
sqme  cases  more  than  a  century  ago,  and  were  not 
.drawn  within  the  action  of  our  land  system  iSIt 
about  fifty  years  since.  These  people,  having  settkd 
nnder  like  circumstances  to  those  in  Lonisiana, 
were  held  to  have  a  claim  equally  equitable,  and 
pre  emption  was  granted  to  them  also.  Thus  tbe 
system  stood  till  1830,  under  General  JaeksoB'<  ad- 
ministration. Then,  for  ibe  first  time,  was  intro- 
duced an  entirely  new  principle,  and  it  is  that 
which  is  contained  in  the  sabstitate  for  this  bill  pro- 
posal by  the  Senator  from  Vermont.  There  is, 
however,  a  wide  difference  between  what  this  trill 
proposes  and  the  practice  introduced  under  Geo. 
Jackson's  administration. 

The  pre-emption  laws,  as  altered  1n  1830,  allowed 
a  right  of  pte-emption  lo  all  settlers  on  the  public 
lands  from  a  specified  day,  who  should  assert  their 
rights  before'  the  expiration  of  the  law,  the  opera- 
tion of  which  was  limited  to  two  years.  This  new 
principle  continued  to  be  periodically  re-enacted 
till  some  seven  or  eight  years  ago.  when  it  enooim- 
tered  a  gallant  resistance  from  a  friend,  who  I  tt- 
gret  is  not  now  by  my  side,  bat  who  has  passed 
from  this  place,  and,  according  to  public  rumor,  is 
destined  to  a  more  useful,  if  not  higher,  sphere  than 
even  that  of  a  seat  in  ibis  body,  august  as  it  may 
be.  Great  frauds  and  abuses  were  detected  in  the 
execution  of  the  pre-emption  laws.  Speealaton 
fretly  used  them.  Floats  especially  were  lonnd  lo 
be  fraught  with  iniquity.  With  the  efficient  aid  of 
my  friend,  [Mr.  Ewino]  we  succeeded  in  arresting 
for  a  time  these  pre-emption  laws.  We  sneeeeded 
in  pattiug  an  end  to  spscial  and  unlawful  privileges. 
We  succeeded  in  restoring  the  principle  of  flair 
equality  in  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands.  Bat 
those  interests,  speculative  and  other<,  which  are  al- 
wa)s  awake,  always  watchful,  always  on  the  alert, 
to  get  up  pre-emption  laws,  under  the  coavenient 
and  plausible  guise  of  benefiting  the  poor,  made  a 
rally  in  1838.  We  were  then  told  that  not  leas 
than  thirty  thousand  settlers  had  entered  the  Terri- 
tory -of  Iowa.  The  Senate  was  asrared  that  these 
persons  could  not  be  removed  from  the  public  do- 
main; that  all  the  military  force  of  the  Union  wonM 
be  insufficient  to  remove  them;  and  thus,  under  a 
species  of  moral  duresse,  yon  were  induced  to  past 
the  law  of  1838:  and  it  has  now  been  in  operatioB 
for  two  years.  But,  not  contented  with  all  the  vic- 
tories heretofore  achieved,  not  satisfied  with  pie- 
emption  laws  restricted  in  point  of  time,  and  timiw 
ed  as  to  the  theatre  on  which  they  were  to  operate, 
gentlemen  now  come  forward  irith  a  new  and  bold- 
er, and  more  extensive  demand.  They  have  sud- 
denly become  converts  to  log  cabin  doctrine,  and, 
under  a  log  cabin  profession,  they  demand  the  pas- 
sage of  a  new  law,  boundless  in  the  space  on 
which  it  is  to  opera'e,  or  restricted  only  by  the 
limits  of  the  public  lands ihemselves,  and  illimita- 
ble as  to  time.  Now  with  regard  to  the  sineeriti 
of  these  gentlemen  in  their  profession  of  log  eabn 
principles,  (though  I  am  vei7  glad  (o  see  that  they 
have  profited  by  the  very  salutary  lesson  afford- 
ed them  within  two  or  three  months  past,)  I  like  to 
test  their  profession  by  their  votes.  When  my  o(d- 
league  [Mr.  Ciuttbroeh]  offered  an  amendmeai, 
the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  confine  the  ofiera- 
lioa  of  Ibeir  bill  to  real  log  cabin  men,  to  the  veriit* 
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ble  poor  who  eoald  make  oath  that  iheir  entire  pro- 
perty was  not  worth  more  than  |500,  where  did  we 
And  these  new  proselytes  to  log  cabin  doclrint? 
Were  they  ready  to  go  with  ns  in  ihos  restriet- 
iog  the  biin  Were  they  prepared,  by  adopting 
this  amendment,  to  shnt  ont  &om  the  pririieges 
of  the  bill  the  rich  men — the  "baroiu" — the  owners 
of  manors— the  greedy  speculator,  and  restrict  it  to 
the  hardy  settler  who  sooght  a  home  for  himself 
and  his  children)  No,  sir,  no;  eTery  man  of  tham 
voted  it  down. 

Let  us  now  paose  a  moment,  and  look  a  little  at 
the  distinctive  provisions  of  this  bill.  Heretofore 
pre-emption  bills  have  been  rctroipeciive  only  r  this  is 
in  its  operatien  both  retrospective  and  prospective. 
Heretofore  pre.«mption  billsi  have  been  limited  as 
10  lime:  this  is  nnlimiled  in  point  of  time  so  long 
IS  there  remains  a  fo<R  of  public  land  for  it  to  ope- 
rate on.  Heretofore  preemption  bills  were  opera* 
live  piaciically  only  with  reference  to  some  new 
land,  leeently  snrveyed  and  broagbt  into  the  mar- 
tet:  this  bill  is  a  proclamatiott  to  the  whole  uni- 
rerse,  native  or  foreign,  naturalized  or  nnainralized, 
hat  the  monaent  the  Indian  title  is  extinguished  to 
my  portion  of  the  land  held  by  the  United  Stales, 
hay  may  all  msb  in  and  take  just  as  mnch  of  it  as 
hey  please,  writhont  even  waiting  for  a  survey;  and 
hat  all  the  other  snrveyed  public  lands  of  the 
Jnited  States,  amotwting  lo  about  one  hundred  and 
:wenty  millions  of  acref>,  no  matter  how  long  they 
lave  been  in  market,  and  although  they  may  b« 
mrchassd  at  the  moderate  price  of  one  dollar  and 
1  qoarler  per  acre,  are  lo  be  sabjcci  to  the  right  of 
)re.emption.  This,  it  is  obvions,  involves  a  com- 
pete change  in  oar  whole  land  ^siem;  a  ihoroogh, 
adieat,  entire  change.  It  opens  at  once  all  the 
mblie  Innds,  surveyed  and  uisarveyed,  to  the  ope- 
adoa  of  a  preemption  law. 

And  here  let  me  stop  and  look  for  an  iiutant  at 
vfaat  are  said  to  be  the  sole  advantage  granted  to 
he  pre-emptor  by  this  bill;  a  point  on  which  there 
'lists  the  greatest  possible  misconception,  either 
m  the  part  of  other  gentlemen  or  myself.  The 
vbole  practical  difference  which  this  bill  is  to  work 
n  oar  receipts  from  the  public  domain  is  said  to  be 
ome  two  or  three  cents  per  aere  only.  Here  is  a  mes- 
•ge  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stater,  sent  by 
lim  to  Congress  in  December,  1837.  It  is,  in  ma- 
ly  respects,  a  discreet  and  sensible  paper,  so  far  as 
I  treats  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands.  The 
'resident  here  praises  the  old  land  system  as  it  de- 
erves.  He  descnbes  those  who  enter  on  the  pub- 
ic domain,  without  title  or  pretence  of  title,  as 
'IrsspoMen,"  "intruders,"  and  he  recommends  Ihe 
•assage  of  one  mere  pre-emption  law,  and  one  only, 
ind  ail^  that  the  adoption  of  stronger  measures 
or  the  porpose  (in  his  own  language)  "of  prevent- 
Dg  thesa  niCrtiriens."  The  Senator  from  Missoori 
Mr.  Bbmtoii]  spoke  to  ns  yesterday  of  the  Presi- 
ient  as  being  a  capital  pre-emptioner  now,  aU 
hoogh  when  be  was  here  as  a  Senator  he  was  de- 
idedly  oppceed  to  the  whole  system,  and  although 
vhen  be  came  into  office  he  talked  about  "Irtspa*- 
en"  and  "intrttdtn"  on  the  public  lands,  and  re- 
ommeaded  us  to  adopt  measures  to  put  a  stop  lo 
hese  "introsions"  in  future.  It  would  seem  that 
lie  President  is  an  attentive  listener  to  the  ad- 
iee  of  his  friends,  and  always  open  to  eon- 
ietion.  I  most  admit  that  he  has  exhibited 
ot  a  little  flexibility  in  yielding  to  thesnggee- 
lons  of  some  of  those  who  have  his  ears.  I 
riU  make  my  position  more  general.  I  think 
ut  both,  tlie  Seerelarjr  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
>recident'  have  shown  remarkable  ease  in  open- 
og  their  eats  to  the  counsels  of  gentlemen 
rbo  are  stiwn§^  advocates  for  pre-emption  laws 
ind  'for  the  practical  appropriation  of  the  pnb- 
ic  dqpuiin  KLWB  benefit  of  a  few.  The  Secreiary 
las  bioaght  down  the  receipts  from  the  pablie  lan& 
0  thne  milliooa  of  doUarv.  They  weie.thiee  mil- 
ions  in  1838,  and^ihe  very  next  year  they  rose  to 
Kven  milUons.  The  receipts  from  this  source  have 
leen  sabjwt  to  great  fluetoatipn;  the  past  year  a 
iitle  above  three  milUoiis.  They  ate  now  sinking; 
uid,it  seems  that* the  nfbre  they  sink,  the  more  he 
:alli  oat  for  pie-emption  laws!  pre-emi>tion  laws! 
(radnatkm  laws  I  to  save  him  from  that  impending 
'oin  in  the  admiitissration  of  the  pnblic  doaaain, 
vhicb  his  sj^siem  is  abcnit  to  inflict.    What,  sir,  is 


it  possible  that  any  man — what  shall  I  sa)?-'-tbat 
any  man  in  his  senses  can  be  so  supremely  ridicn- 
loos  as  to  suppose  that,  by  reducing  the  price  of  the' 
pablie  lands  from  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  to  twenty- 
five  cents,  or,  in  some  ins'ances,  to  50  cents,  yon 
will  get  more  money  for  them?  Yet  that  is  the 
principle  assumed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury; 
and  it  shows  the  opinion  which  operates  in  his  mind, 
and  in  the  min&i  of  the  friends  of  gradnatioa  and 
pre-emption  laws.  I  will  not  attempt  to  describe 
the  whole  of  the  conseqaences  of  this  law.  One  of 
its  effects  is  to  convert  the  existing  cadi  system  into 
a  credit  system.  Do  yon  not  see  ill  What  is  the 
fact  as  to  the  pre-emption  laws  heretofore  grantcdl 
They  gave  the  pre-emptioner  a  credit  of  two  years. 
The  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Clit]  now 
limits  his  credit  to  one  year;  but  whether  the  term 
be  one,  two,  or  three  years,  it  changes  our  land  syt- 
tern  from  a  sale  for  rash  to  a  sale  for  credit;  and 
thus  the  whole  ISO  millions  of  acres  of  the  public 
domain  will  all  pass  nnder  this  newly  revived  cre- 
dit system. 

And  who  are  they  who  propose  this  change?  The 
very  men  who  decry  all  credit,  who  clamor  for  bard 
money,  who  inveigh  against  bank.",  and  denonnce 
the  credit  system  as  the  source  of  all  our  woes! 
and  yet  here,  now,  under  the  name  of  a  pr»emp- 
tioi;  law,  they  propcse  to  revive  the  whole  credit 
system !  Can  it  be  doubted  that  such  will  be  the 
result  of  the  biUt  Will  any  man,  who  can  get  his 
land  on  a  credit  of  one  or  two  years,  buy  it  for 
cash? — especially  when  he  can  dispose  of  his  cash 
at  a  rate  of  18  per  cent,  interest,  as  pievails  in  Illi- 
nois and  some  other  new  States? 

This  is  a  grave  feature  in  this  new  experiment, 
and  deserves  the  serions  consideration  of  the  Se- 
nate. To  what  will  such  a  system  lead?  Have 
we  had  no  experience  on  this  subject?  When  yon 
have  parted  with  yoar  land  from  year  to  year  thus 
on  credit,  you  will  at  length  have  accumulated  a 
mass  of  debtors  on  whose  behalf  petition  after  pe- 
tition will  be  presented  here,  and  their  inability  to 
pay  will  be  most  pathetically  set  forth,  till  at  last 
your  compassion  will  be  moved,  and  will  forgive 
these  poor  debtors  the  entire  amount  of  iheir  debt 
and  consent  to  take  temniieration  for  their  land  in 
some  other  form  of  advantage  to  the  public  serviee. 

It  is  not  correct,  tbongh  it  has  been  said  and  re- 
peated by  some  gentlemen  here,  that  the  sole  differ- 
ence efifeeted  by  the  pre-emption  law  in  the  price 
yon  receive  for  Ihe  pnblic  land  is  some  two  or 
three  cents  per  acre.  First,  there  is  the  difference 
of  six  cents  which  the  President  states;  and  how  is 
this  made  out?  The  pablie  land  is  told  either  by 
auction  or  at  private  sale;  but  owing  to  coercion, 
to  violence,  to  combinations,  and  the  open  contempt 
of  law,  (a  state  of  things  which  has  grown  with 
the  muldpllcaiion  of  pre-emption  laws,)  the 
proceeds  of  the  anction  sales  ate  now  much 
lets  than  foimerly.  I  cannot  beUeve  with  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Linn]  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States  ate  inoompeteni  to  protect  their 
own  property.  I  believe  that  it  can  be  done,  by  a 
steady,  firm,  and  upright  administration  of  the  Oo- 
vemment.  I  believe  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  capable  of  protecting  the  rights  against 
all  who  assail  tham,  whether  from  within  or  from 
without.  Assuredly,  if  the  GK>vemment  cannot 
protect  what  is  its  own,  it  must  be  very  incompe- 
tent to  protect  us  and  ours.  Biu,  I  ask,  how  i<  the 
six  cents  excess  of  sales  over  the  minimum  price, 
referred  to  by  the  President,  made  up?  It  is  got  by 
running  an  average  over  the  total  amonnt  of  sales, 
both  by  auction  and  by  private  entry.  Now,  Ihe 
amount  sold  at  auction  is  not  one-fourth,  no,  I  be- 
lieve, not  one-tenth,  part  of  the  whole.  The  Secre- 
tary takes  the  auction  sales,  where  the  lands 
brought  from  |5  to  |30  and  aere,  and  spreads  that 
amount  of  excess  over  the  whole  remaining  nine- 
tenths  of  the  total  amount  sold  by  private  entry, 
and  then  he  makes  an  average,  and  draws  the  in- 
ference that  the  whole  gain  in  selling  the  pnblic 
lands  in  the  established  and  customary  method 
over  what  -  they  bring  under  pre-emption  laws 
amounts  to  but  six  cents  an  aere  !  Is  this  fait? 
Bat  even  this  amount  of  six  cents,  under  a  prober 
administration  of  the  system,  would  cover  the 
whole  expense  of  survey  and  sale.  Bat  is  that  all? 
Yoa  are  to  add  two  yean'  interest  on  the  mini- 


mum price,  which,  on  a  credit  of  two  years, 
amounts  to  fifteen  cents.  If  one  year^  credit  only 
is  given,  it  will  be  seven-and  a  half  oeats,  whteb, 
added  to  the  six  cents,  makes  thirteen  and  a  half 
cents  on  every  aere  of  the  public  domain,  whidi 
would  be  gained  by  the  continuance  of  the  oki 
system. 

But  more.  This  bill  amonats  to  a  virtual  repeal 
of  the  auction  system.  That  system  applies  only 
to  new  lands  recently  brought  into  market  Bat 
of  what  avail  is  an  anetion  if  yoo  proclaim  to  the 
whole  world  that  they  may  get  the  land  at  the  mi- 
nimum price  if  they  will  only  eome  and  settle  oa 
it,  and  that  before  survey?  The  entire  existlBg 
system  is  seperseded  by  the  introduction  of  this 
"weoden  horse,"  with  all  the  means  of  iojaty  with 
which  it  is  fraught. 

I  have  now  described,  but  not  with  all  that  force 
in  which  the  circumstances  of  the  ease  would  war- 
rant m«,  the  difference  between  tbe  old  and  long- 
established  land  system  of  this  country  and  the  new 
and  fearful  experiment  now  proposed.  Yen  mast 
have  seten  that  the  change  is  to  be  thorough  and  radi- 
cal. Now  I  put  it  ta  the  Administration  Senators 
in  this  body — to  their  candor — to  their  patriotism— 
to  their  sense  of  justice — is  it  right,  on  the  close  of 
the  Administration  of  a  dismissed  Ministry,  to  ia- 
trodoce  a  new  and  totally  different  policy  in  regard 
to  one  af  tbe  greatest  interests  of  the  country?  Is 
it  right,  is  it  fair,  that  the  policy  of  the  existing 
Administration  now  passing  ont  of  power  shall  be 
made  to  lap  over  on  the  new  Adminiilration  with- 
oat  consulting  them  or  paying  the  least  regard  to 
their  judgment  in  the  matter?  Tbe  progress  of  (he 
administration  of  the  American  Oovemment  has 
developed  in  the  practical  operation  of  our  system 
a  nex  featare,  and  one  of  the  most  profound  im- 
portance. A  different  political  phenomenon  takes 
place  here  tiom  any  thing  which  exists  in  Europe. 
In  European  constitational  Governments,  when  a 
Ministry  is  dismissed  or  goes  out  of  office,  the  King 
or  tbe  Q,aeen,  as  the  cate  may  be,  yields  to  the 
change  of  sentiment,  and  comes  toand  with  the 
nation.  But  here  an  Administration  miy  bt  iu- 
ntimd  and  ttUl  rtmain  four  manthiin  pemtr.  What, 
in  such  a  case,  is  it  their  duty  to  do?  I  will  tell 
gentlemen  what  I  wenid  do  in  the  like  eircnm- 
stances.  I  would  institate  no  new  measures  of  po- 
licy. I  would  simply  keep  the  political  machine  in 
motion.  I  would  grease  the  wheels  and  repair  and 
preserve  all  its  parts  in  a  sta'ie  of  preparation  for  the 
performance  of  those  high  duties  for  which  Ihe 
whole  was  construeled;  but  I  would  attempt  no- 
thing new  in  the  permanent  p  Ucy  of  the  country, 
foreign  or  domestic.  By  such  a  moderate  coarse 
a'one  ran  Ihe  evils  of  the  anomaly  lo  which  I  have 
adverted  be  prevented.  I  would  not-  ask  gentle^ 
men  to  deny  themselves  a-  fair  exercise  of  the 
Exeeotive  patronage  trom  now  till  the  4'h  of  March 
next.  I  do  not  ask  them  to  do  what  was  done 
when  Mr.  Adams  was  expelled  from  the  Presidency  . 
— I  should  say,  lost  his  election.  What  did  they 
do  then?  The  Senate  refused  to  pass  on  impor- 
tant Executive  nominations  till  after  the  4th  cf 
March,  and  then  several  of  them  were  witbdrdwa, 
and  subs'itates  sent  in  by  the  new  President.  Tbe 
SeMte  refused  him  the  constitutional  exercise  of 
his  official  right  from  the  time  of  his  lost  election 
till  he  went  out  of  office.  This  I  do  not  ask.  I 
dare  to  say  Qeaeral  Harrison,  when  becomes,  will 
look  at  those  whom  he  finds  in  office,* and.  If  ke 
finds  that  they  are  honest  and  capable  and  failUhl, 
that  ihey  have  not  been  noisy  and  forward  politi- 
cians, nor  brought  iheir  official  iaflaeace  ia  eon- 
fliet  with  the  freedom  of  elections;  if  any  sneh 
there  be,  1  hope  he  will  let  them  stand  (iboagh  I  fear 
there  will  be  bnt  few)  as  monnmeats  of  ibe  Utte- 
rality  of  a  Whig  Administraiion,  acting  on  patriotic 
principles.  But  if  geDilemen  expect  that  Qeneral 
Harrison,  because  they  choose  to  rush  on  and 
make  appointments,  with  a  view  to  thwart  his  Ad- 
ministration, will,  when  he  comes  here,  fiwr  to  do 
his  dnty,  either  they  or  I  have  mistaken  the  maa. 
General  Harrison  means  to  be  the  PcMMMf  oa  the 
4ik  of  March  next,  which  his  fellow-citizens  have 
elected  him  to  be.  And  no  premature  bill,  no 
stretching  out  of  the  policy  of  this  into  the  next 
AdministraiioD,  is  goiog  to  restrain  him  from  kick- 
ing at  ikoee  in  office,  and  deciding  for  hiaasetf 
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whether  they  possess  the  reqnUiie  qoslifieations  for 
the  discharge  of  their  offieiai  duty. 

But,  to  come  back.  I  pat  it  to  genllemf  n  whe- 
ther it  is  right  and  £air  to  make  this  great  change  in 
Ibeland  system  of  the  eountry  at  such  a  time? 
Wonld  you  like  ns  to  do  it  if  conditions  were  re- 
versed} 

Bat  there  are  other  considerations  which  admo- 
nish as  against  legislating  on  thi;  subject  at  the 
piesent  time.  We  have  not  yet  officially  leceired 
the  results  of  the  census  for  the  last  tan  years;  we 
cannot,  therefor*,  see  whether  the  new  Slates  have 
filled  np  as  rapidly  as  we  conld  wish.  Let  ns  first 
see  what  is  the  number  of  their  population;  so  that 
we  may  judge  whether  any  further  stimulaiit  is 
needed  to  quieken  the  rate  at  which  their  numbers 
increase.  I  knew,  indeed,  that  the  result  will  show 
directly  the  contrary.  Fiom  tables  which  I  caused 
■  to  be  carefally  constructed  nine  years  ago,  it  is 
I  shown  that  the  population  of  the  new  Slates  in> 
\  creasesat  a  rate  vastly  orer  that  of  the  old.  Take 
I  a  single  example.  The  population  of  Illinois 
I  doubles  itself  in  six  years!  What,  then,  is  the 
{  ground  for  the  adoption  of  this  new  system)  Does 
it  consist  in  some  notions  of  charity  to  the  poor?  I 
have  foimerly  adverted  to  that  subject  Where  do 
;  gentlemen  get  their  right  to  set  up  eleemosynary 
Uws  for  the  bentfit  of  the  poorer  portions  of  the 
commnnityl  But  if  they  have,  what  will  be  the 
operation  of  the  s/stem  in  this  respect)  It  is  pre- 
tended to  be  for  the  adranlage  of  widows  and  or- 
phans, (orphans  over  eighteen  years,  however.)  Is 
any  gentlemen  here  ignorant  of  what  will  and 
must,  of  necessity,  be  the  practical  operation  of 
^ucb  a  law7  Will  a  widow  in  Main*  travel  all  the 
way  to  Missouri  that  she  may  receive  the  boon 
propo.-ed  to  be  given  her  by  this  lawl  Will  not  its 
benefits  be  confined  to  the  widows  of  the  locality) 
In  terms,  to  be  sure,  it  proposes  to  confer  the  p  e 
empiion  on  all  widows  and  minorf .  But  will  not 
the  benefit,  in  fact,  be  limited  to  widows  and  mi- 
nori  reiiding  in  the  States  within  which  the  lands 
liet  Surely.  That,  then,  is  the  extent  of  your 
charity. 

I  am  not  very  well,  and  I  do  not  feel  very  much 
encouraged  by  past  experience  in  opposition  to  this 
bill.  My  hope  is  elsewheie;  though  I  «\iuM  trust 
that  honorable  Senators  would  at  least  pa^se  before 
they  take  such  a  leap. 

There  are  other  consequences  on  which  I  might 
dwell.  We  have  beard  that  this  bill  and  another 
allied  (o  it  are  to  increase  the  revenue ;  and  I  be- 
lieve that  one  of  them  was,  pro  forma,  sent  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  on  that  ground.  The  new 
plan  is,  to  increase  the  resources  of  the  now  im- 
poverished ezcbequtr;  but  I  have  already  Fhown 
that,  for  the  present  at  least,  the  ttvcnne  will  be 
be  diminished  instead  of  increased  by  it;  for  the 
amount  vested  in  the  public  lands  under  this  law 
will  be  on  a  credit  of  one  or  two  years,  and  cannot 
come  into  the  Trtasnry  till  the  end  of  that  time. 
.  And  as  those  disposed  to  make  such  iavesiments 
will  avail  themselves  of  the  credit,  there  will  be 
sales  to  but  an  inconsiderable  amonni  for  cash,  aod 
a  consequent  diminution  of  the  poceeds  during 
the  present  year.  Therefore,  with  an  exhausted 
treasury,  with  a  vast  national  de  t,  ascertained 
and  unascertained,  betides  a  large  amount  to  be 
soon  redeemed,  of  Treasury  notes  oul-'tandiDg  and 
running  on  interest,  it  is  now  propi'sed,  instead  of 
replenisbing  the  empty  coffers  of  Mr.  Secretary 
Woodbui^,  by  an  imposition  at  once  of  duties  on 
luxuries,  to  increase,  instead  of  remnving,  the  ex- 
isting deficit  in  our  pecuniary  resource*. 

Our  land  system  heretofore  has  been  the  admira- 
lion  of  the  world  for  one  of  its  best  and  noblest  lea- 
tures,  viz:  the  perfect  security  it  ga«e  as  to  the  land 
titles  of  our  new  settlements.  No  man  who  ba'l 
eyes  to  see  the  marks  upon  a  comer  tree,  or  upon  a 
stone  standing  in  a  prairie,  could  possibly  mistake 
the  limit*  of  his  own  tract;  and  no  other  man  coukl 
have  color  of  right  to  disturb  him  on  the  ground  of 
his  title.  Security — absolute  security  in  land  ti- 
tles—has been  one  of  the  highest  blessings  in  the 
new  Stales.  But  are  you  sure  that  this  will  con- 
■  tinne  lobe  the  case  under  ycnr  new  pre-emption 
law7  Do  but  conceive  how  it  will  work.  Imagine 
that  a  new  diitrict  of  rich  and  choice  land  had  just 
been  thrown  open.    The  Indian  title  has  been  ex- 


tinguished, but  the  fresh  and  fertile  lands  have  not 
yet  been  surveyec".  Toey  are.  open,  however,  to 
the  operation  of  this  bill;  and,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks,  may  became  worth  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
dollars  per  acre.  You  proclaim  to  all  who  come 
mshing  in  tonents  upon  the  new  acquisition,  crowd- 
ing, contending,  scrambling  for  the  fairest  rpots  an 
the  best  situaiions,  that  they  shall  have  a  pre- 
emption. What  scenes  of  confusion,  contention, 
heart-burning,  ay,  of  bloodshed,  must  naturally  en- 
sue. When  a  nation,  heretofore  esteemed  wise  and 
prudent  in  the  management  of  its  public  domain, 
proclaims  to  all  the  world  that  the  firit  man  who 
comes  and  seizes  on  it  shall  have  it,  who  can  cal- 
culate, who  can  conceive  the  confusion,  disorder, 
aud  mischief  which  most  ensue?  Who  can  esti- 
mate the  efiecis  o(  the  broad  found.<itions  that  will 
he  laid  for  uncertainty,  controversy,  and  litigation 
in  land  titles? 

Again,  this  bill  must  work  a  vast  increase  of  the 
Executive  power;  for  all  disputed  pre-emption 
rights  which,  according  to  the  cautions  policy  o( 
Virginia,  were  referred  to  the  decision  of  the  Ju- 
diciary by  enxot,  or  ejectment,  or  bill  in  chancery, 
are  now  ultimately  cast  on  the  Executive  of  the 
United  SlatcA;  for  the  bill  provides  they  shall  be 
settled  "summarily"  and  definitely  by  the  register 
and  receiver  of  the  land  district  in  wh'ch  the  dis- 
pute arises,  these  officers  to  decide  under  instruc- 
tioDS  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office.  So,  the  disputant  is  put  nnder  the  register 
and  receiver;  the  register  and  receiver  are  under 
the  Commissioner,  the  Commissioner  is  under  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Secretary  is  un- 
der the  President.  Thns,  you  add  immensely  to 
the  mass  of  Execntive  power,  by  drawing  within 
its  vortex  all  the  disputed  claims  through  all  the 
land  districts.  And  now,  I  ask,  what  right  have 
you — and  I  put  the  inquiry  more  especially  to  that 
portion  of  the  Senate  who  have  baen  in  the  habit 
of  esteeming  ii  as  their  mora  peculiar  province  and 
duly  to  guard  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  (and  who  perhaps,  have  sometimes 
pushed  their  zeal  on  that  subject  a  little  too  far) — 
what  right  have  you,  and  under  what  principle, 
or  provision  of  the  Constitution,  especially  af- 
ter the  clear  and  disiinct  separation  in  the 
CoDStitu<ion  of  the  Judicial  from  the  other  de- 
partments of  the  Oovernment — what  right  have 
you  to  give  to  the  register  and  receiver  of 
one  of  your  land  districts  the  indisputable  juH- 
cittl  power  to  decide  a  quesion  of  title  to  real  estate 
"summarily,"  without  appeal,  and  without  the  in- 
t:rveniion  of  a  jury}  And  then  what  a  trmptation  do 
you  not  present  to  public  officers  $o  situated?  Why, 
if  I  am  rightly  informed,  thete  was  not  long  since 
asingle  pre-emption  right  near  the  town  of  Chica- 
go, the  value  of  which  was  at  one  lime  estimated 
as  high  as  $200,000;  and  the  right  to  such  a  proper- 
ly is  to  be  entrusted  to  a  register  and  receiver  ab- 
solutely and  without  appeal !  Can  there  be  greater 
danger  of  corrnptioo,  or,  at  least,  of  favoritism? 
The  power  is  tremendous. 

Mr.  Piesiden',  I  have  said  mach  more  than  I 
in'ended.  Both  your  comfort  and  my  own  require 
that  I  sbonid  here  slop;  and  I  wllletop  with  repeating 
my  most  anxious  entreaty  to  those  honorable  gen- 
tlemen whom  in  political  sentiment  I  have  the  mis- 
fortune to  oppose,  that  they  will  pause  before  they 
sanction  an  untrird  experiment  of  such  cnnrmous 
magnitude.  I  ask  them  to  wait  for  the  results  of 
the  lale  censu.<;  to  compare  the  population  of  the 
new  aad  the  old  States,  and  the  relative  rate  at 
which  boih  are  increa.'sing;  and  before  they  part 
with  a  land  sys  em  which  is  at  this  hour  the  pride 
and  ornament  of  the  legislation  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  and  which  has  brought  to  the  na- 
tion such  rich  and  invaluable  frnit  to  pause — to 
fiause ! — and  if  they  will  not  abandon  the  plan,  that 
they  will  at  least  con.>ent  to  embark  on  these  new 
experiments  with  greater  light  to  guide  their  coarse 
than  that  which  they  now  have. 

Mr.  WRIGIHT  said  he  had,  yesterday,  be- 
fore any  question  was  taken  on  this  bill,  offered  a 
few  remarks  to  the  Senate  on  one  tingle  qaestion, 
and  with  one  single  purpose,  and  that  was  to  show 
that  no  law  which  they  could  pass  conld  have  any 
iofluencei  within  one  of  the  Slates  of  the  Union, 
upon  a  holder  under  this  Government,  of  a  patent 


for  lands,  as  to  the  security,  or  perpetuation,  or 
transfer  of  bis  title.  Be  attempted  to  show  that 
the  State,  and  not  this  Government,  has  the  contiol 
of  that  matter,  and  that  any  alien  receiving  their 
patent  would  take  the  title,  and  that  it  wonld  de- 
pend upon  ihe  insiituiions  of  the  State  whether  be 
could  hold,  and  whether  hs  could  transmit  or  trans- 
fer it,  and  therefore,  that  the  amendments  then  im- 
der  discussion  were  entirely  unnecessary,  naknowa 
to  their  legislation,  aud  of  no  practical  utility.  He 
had  then,  in  illustra'ion  of  the  argument  he  had  at- 
tempted to  make,  rel'erred  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat,] 
who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  made  on  a  formet  day, 
and  in  reference  lo  the  influenoe  of  out  legistaiion 
as  to  the  sale  of  lands  upon  the  tubject  of  voting  ia 
the  Stales;  and  lo  that  incidental  remark  of  hie,  the 
honorble  Senator  fairly  and  properly,  though  unex- 
pectedly to  him,  replied.  It  was  to  answer  the  ho- 
norable Senator's  argument  on  that  point,  and  not 
to  discuss  the  bill  under  consideration,  that  be  now 
threw  himself  on  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate. 

There  was  one  part,  of  that  .Senator's  remarks, 
which  he  should  not  answer;  namely,  that  the  vote 
of  one  Slate,  at  the  lale  election,  the  geatlemea  was 
informed,  and  supposed  to  be  true,  was  controlled 
by  the  votts  of  persons  who  were  not  naturalized 
citizens  of  the  United  Stales.  Having  no  know- 
ledge of  the  facts,  he  referred  all  that  matter  to  the 
l^aiors  on  that  floor,  who  represented  the  Stale  lo 
which  allusion  had  been  made.  ■  He  leferred  also 
the  bill,  and  its  provisions,  to  the  Senators  from  the 
Slates  mote  immediately  inlereeied,  and  who 
were  much  more  able  than  he  was  to  dnoss  it. 
As  to  the  incidental  point,  one  of  vast  inportanoe 
— no  less  than  the  qaalificalions  of  voters,  and  as 
to  the  question  where  rests  the  power  to  prescribe 
those  qualifications — he  conld  no),  in  jusiiee  to 
himielf,do  les  than  make  some  reply  to  the  remarks 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  He  admitted, 
however,  Ibat  he  va^  led  into  an  error  in  making 
that  simple  allusion  on  the  previous  day,  as  he  had 
aQ°uided  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  an  opportunity 
to  draw  ihi-i  discussion  from  the  point  before 
the  Legislature,  and  from  the  proper  question  to  be 
discus.' ed.  The  question  between  tfas  Senator  from 
Kentucky  and  himself  was,  first,  where  rests  the 
right  to  prescribe  the  qnalificaiions  of  voters  for 
members  of  the  National  Legislature  in  this  coun- 
try, for  he  chose  to  confine  himself  within  that 
limit;  but  if  the  Senator  desired  more  broad  ground, 
he  would  then  say,  for  the  officers  of  ihe  State  Go- 
vernments, aud,  by  nonseqarnce,  for  the  members 
of  the  Nati  >ttal  Legislature? 

Has  this  Government  any  power  whatever  over 
those  qualifications  when  presciibed  by  Ihe  States? 
He  (Mr.  Wbiobt)  said  yesterday  that,  as  he  un- 
derstood the  subject,  the  whole  power  was«ommit- 
tcd  10  ihe  Stale,  and  that  no  branch  ef  this  Govern- 
ment conld,  in  any  way,  t^Dstituiionally  inter- 
fere. If  be  undcr.stood  the  argument  of  the 
honorable  Senator,  and  that  honorable  gentle- 
man would  believe  him  when  he  said  be  did 
not  intend  to  misunderstand  him,  it  was  that 
the  qua'ificaiion  of  naturalizaiion  over-rides 
the  power  of  the  Slate,  and,  resting  in  the  hands 
of  this  Government,  until  it  shall  constttnte  an 
emigrant  from  a  foreign  country  a  citizen,  the 
Slate  in  which  he  ma.y  reside  c^not  constitala 
bim  a  voter.  He  believed  he  slated  the  argtunent 
fairly  and  truly. 

Now  be  did  not  propose  to  go  into  ttis 
discuisioni  it  was  above  his  sphere;  bat  be  bad 
some  »aggestions  to  make,  which  It  was  his 
duty,  at  the  earliest  period,  to  lay  before  this  body, 
and  before  his  countrymen.  What  was  ibe  ques- 
tion? It  was— in  reference  lo.  one  class-Hud 
if  ihcy  went  back  .to  the  commenoement  of  our  his- 
tory as  a  constitutional  Government,  a  very,  huge 
clafs — if  they  looked  to  the  future,  likely  to'  baas 
large  a  class  of  the  inhabitaals  of  this  couaiiy,  te 
tillers  of  the  soil,  and  the  operatives  ia  all  Ihe  avo- 
cations of  business— has  this  Gkvernment  the  p«wer 
to  say  whether  they  shall,  or  shall  aot,  be  Ihe  Iiee- 
men  of  the  United  Stales,  in  the  common  aecepia- 
lion  of  the  term?  Whence  is  that  power  derived? 
Where  did  the  Senator  look  for  the  right  of  inter- 
ference. Was  it  in  our  Constitution?  Ue  (Mr. 
WaioBT)  had  carefally    examined  that  ineiia- 
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BieDl,  and  the  ooly  word  or  provision  which 
be  hiul  been  able  to  discover  was  almost  one  of 
the  first  in  the  insiruioent  iiseir,  and  what  is  ii? 
"Hie  House  of  Representaiives  shall  be  compoied 
of  members  chosen  every  second  ytar  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  several  States."  And  they  knew  that, 
up  to  ibis  hoar,  no  other  iban  xixeptvpUof  the  Slatts 
had  bad  any  part  in  the  choice  of  members  of  that 
Honse:  they  had  qtiaH  members,  in  the  shape  of 
delegates  from  the  Territories,  but  tbty  had  no 
"iMMibers"  who  did  not  come  there  by  the  choice  of 
tk»  people  of  Iht  SMa.  The  Constitution  proceeds: 
"And  the  the  electors  in  each  Slate  shall  have  the 
qualifictitioiw  requisite  for  electors  of  the  most  nu- 
merous bracnh  of  the  State  Legislature" — and  that 
was  all  there  was  in  the  whole  instrumtnt  on  the 
SDbjecL  The  elecRtrs  of  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Beprtsentaiires  shall  hive  the  qaalifications  of 
electors  of  members  of  the  most  nnmeroas  branch 
of  the  Slate  Lrgislature.  '  Who  preiciibes  these 
qoalificationsi  The  Congress  of  the  United 
States}  The  President  of  the  United  Staler?  Any 
power  of  this  GoveromentI  No:  but  the 
ncepie  of  the  Stales,  whose  representatives  they 
2|l«.  How  are  they  usually  presented  and  defined} 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  State.  And  who  was 
prepared  to  say  that  the  people  of  a  sovereign 
glaie,  forming  to  thenuelves  a  Constitution,  ean  be 
^oaiiolled  by  this  body  in  designating  those  who 
ahall  elect  their  officers?  The  persons  to  represent 
them  Ml  home,  and  here)  For  the  aigument  goes  to 
(hat. 

He  believed  it  bad  been  an  unconsidered  po- 
sition of  the  honorable  Senator — it  mitst  be  a  new 
doctrine  in  this  country.  He  admitted  the  Stales 
usually  confined  the  right  of  voting  to  citizenship. 
Bnt  would  it  be  said  the  people  of  a  Slate,  in  ihe 
formation  of  their  Consiitution  and  Government, 
were  compelled  to  do  ihisi  Where  was  the  com- 
pnlsionl  Suppose  they  did  not  do  it:  or,  suppose 
ibey  should  say,  in  the  Cunstitnlion  of  th?  Slate, 
4bat  a&  sdien,  with  a  residence  of  bat  one  hour, 
shall  be  a  voter  for  the  members  of  the  most  nu- 
meron  branch  of  the  State  Legislature;  who  was 
10  correct  that  decision'?  Where  was  that  high 
eourt  of  appeals  which  could  say  that  the  Constitu- 
tion of  a  sovereign  State  was  unconsiitotionall  He 
believed  it  did  not  exist  in  our  institution;;  bnt  that 
the  people,  inhabiting  a  Terrilory,  wiih  a  title 
10  bceoine  a  Stale  under  ihis  Government, 
'were  sovereign,  and,  in  a  legal  sense,  as  inhabi- 
tants of  a  Slate,  were  without  Government,  until 
they  made  one  for  themselves.  If  his  memory 
served  him,  they  bad  had  a  recent  example,  in- 
▼olving  this  very  point;  and  if  he  misstated  ihe 
Ihet,  he  should  be  corrected.  He  believed, 
at  the  formation  ef  the  Constitution  for  Ihe 
State  of  Michigan,  free  while  inhabitants  of  ihe 
Territory  were  the  persons  who  formed  it,  and  who 
eleoted  delegates  to  the  Convention  a.i  their  sgeais. 
Id  Ihe  Constitution  adopted  by  that  Convention,  li- 
mitations and  qualifications  of  voters  were  pre* 
scribed;  bnt  all  the  free  white  inhabitants  of  that 
State,  at  the  time  of  ihe  Convention,  were  made 
voters  within  the  State,  without  regard  to  our  na- 
turalization laws.  He  might  be  mistaken,  bnt 
such  was  his  impression  of  the  facts.  Could  any 
body,  or  any  power  in  this  country,  say  that  that 
Coudtalion  was  voidt  Did  it  conflict  with  any 
powers  delegated  to  this  Govemmenti 

Bnt  for  a  moment,  and  he  d^d  not  intend  to  pro- 
tract the  discussion,  let  them  look  at  the  condition 
in  which  a  Sute  might  be  placed,  and  in  whicb,  at 
a  certain  period  of  our  history,  the  Stales  would 
have  been  placed,  if  this  power  bad  existed  in  the 
Federal  Government,  and  iis  voice  conld  have  con- 
trolled the  qualifications  of  voters  for  officers  of 
the  State  Governments.  At  one  time,  during  ihe 
existence  of  the  old  alien  law,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  authorized  to  remove  aliens 
from  this  Union— to  order  their  transporta- 
tion beyond  the  Territories  of  the  United  States. 
At  another  period,  a  long  residence  bad  been 
required,  to  enable  aliens  to  bt»  naturalized 
ander  this  Goveminenl.  By  the  natnraliz.i- 
tion  law  of  '95,  five  years'  residence  was  the  limit; 
but  by  the  law  of  '98— that  period  which  a  mon 
digli]i^aisbe4  individoal  of  uiis  cooauy  once,  in 


his  hearing,  iu  an.iiher  place,  (teferring  to  the  House 
of  Represeniatives,)  pronounced  hard,  unconstitu- 
tional times — a  residence  of  rouaTXEii  ruas  was 
required  to  enable  a  foreigner  to  become  a  citizen. 
Such,  ihen,  had  been  the  practical  exercise  of  pow- 
er by  this  Government,  over  the  matter  of  citizen- 
ship of  the  United  States.  And  siill  no  man  would 
question  that  this  was  but  a  faint  exercise  of  the 
power,  in  its  plenary  existence;  this  Government 
might  repeal  all  the  natuializttion  laws,  and  leave 
the  foreigner  forever  unable  to  become  a  'citizen 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  consequently,  according 
to  the  Senator's  position,  from  ever  becom- 
ing a  voter  in  any  State  in  the  Union.  Was 
it  true  that  this  Govenunent  held  that  power 
over  Ihe  States,  and  that  the  States  could  not,  for 
all  practical  purposes,  citizenize  emigrants)  It 
was  not  true.  They  could  prescribe,  either  in  their 
sovereign  or  legislative  capacity,  the  terms  dn 
which  a  man  was  to  hold  real  estate,  not  ooly,  bnt 
to  exercise  the  right  of  a  freeman  in  voting  for 
iho€e  who  were  to  exercise  the  powers  of  Govern- 
ment over  him  and  his  property.  At  least,  he  knew 
not  of  the  existence  of  a  power  in  this  csuntry  to 
Control  the  action  of  the  Slates  and  Ihe  people  ol 
the  Slates  upon  these  points.  Ha  believed  such 
power  did  not  exist  in  fact,  as  a  part  of  our  insti- 
tntions,  either  State  or  National.  Look  at  ii,  and 
look  again  at  Uioee  complaints  which  gave  exist- 
ence to  Ihis  Government,  as  an  independent  Gh>- 
vemment  among  the  nations  of  the  earth;  end  what 
do  we  find  among  the  enumeration  of  grievancefl 
Why,  that  the  K^g  obstructed  emigration  to  the 
Provinces,  and  that  the  passage  ot  proper  naturali- 
zation laws  was  refused;  and  did  our  fathers  of 
the  Bevoluiioo,those  sticklers  for  Stale  sovereignly, 
place  in  the  hands  of  this  Government  those  viial 
powers,  which  the  King  possessed,. and  whicb  the 
King  abused?  If  so,  he  asked  for  evidence  of 
its  existence,  and  far  a  record  of  the  gram. 
For  they  should  not  forget  that  they  stooll 
there  with  delegated  powers  simply,  sad  not 
upon  original  and  absolute  power.  This  Govern- 
ment possesses  the  powers  whieh  the  States  and 
the  people  have  granted  to  it,  and  none  other. 
Even^  other  power  of  sovereignty  and  government 
is  expressly  reserved  to  the  one  or  the  olher  by  the 
terms  of  the  Constitution.  But  this  argument  of 
the  honorable  Senator  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  Wbisbt) 
to  be  an  argument  of  eonvenienee,  or  rather  be 
should  say,  of  necessity.  His  [Mr.  Ci^tIb]  feel- 
ings appeared  to  be  horrified  at  the  idea  that  the 
foreigner,  the  citizen,  or  subject  of  another  Go- 
vernment, owing,  as  that  honorable  Senator  ez- 
prtases  -it,  allegiance  to  a  foreign  power,  should 
come  to  this  conotry  and,  by  his  vote,  govern  oar 
politics  and  political  institutions^  Suppose  this 
evil  to  exist,  where  was  the  danger  to  be  felt7  And 
where  should  i)ie  remedy  resti  Could  it  be  that 
these  serfs  of  Rutsia,  who  had  been  iotrodaeed 
into  Ihe  Senator's  argument,  were  to  place  them- 
selves in  one  of  ihe  free  States  of  this  Union,  to 
control  iisdeciions,  its  offices,  and  iis  atfairs,  with 
its  approbationi  To  be  Ihe  deslmeti*n  of  this  Go- 
vernment, and  not  the  destruction  equally  of  the 
government  of  tiie  State?  If  there  be  danger,  and 
there  may  be,  where  is  it  first  to  be  fell?  In  Ihe 
State  where  the  evil  ezisis.  Where  ihen  should 
rest  the  remedy?  In  the  handr  of  the  sovereign 
people  of  that  Stale;  and  Congress  was  not 
permitted,  in  his  es'imation,  to  presume  that  the 
people  of  a  State  will  encourage  a  policy,  in  re- 
ference to  free  voters  of  this  country,  that  will  be 
destructive  of  our  institutioas.  Slate  or  National. 
If  it  shall  come  to  be  so,  Ihe  mttituiions  are  gone, 
for  they  rest  on  that  people,  the  people  of  the 
Slates,  and  not  on  any  distinctive  orgttnizaiion  of 
this  Confederacy,  which  ean  preserve  them  against, 
or  without,  iheir  action.  The  members  of  Con- 
gress are  but  Uie  delegates  of  the  people  of  Uie  States, 
with  limited  and  prescribed  powers,  not  extending 
10  the  qualifications  of  voters  in  the  States.  If 
evils  were  to  be  apprehended  from  too  great  a 
latitude  in  defining  the*e  qualifications,  the  ap- 
prehensions must  exist  with  the  greatest  force  in 
the  heart  of  eur  sovereignty,  among  the  pvople 
themselves,  and  the  remedy  shonld  rest  where  the 
evil  must  be  first  discovered,  and  where  it  would 
be  most  severely  felt.    An  argtunent,  then,  cuwot 


be  drawn  from  Ihe  necessities  of  the  case,  for  if 
Uirre  be  danger,  the  remedy  rests  where  it  shonld. 

Toe  people  have  the  right  to  prescribe  their  own 
policy,  and  to  judge  of  tiieir  own  safety.  He  had 
now  said  all  he  intended  to  say  in  reference  to  die 
power  to  prescribe  the  qualification  of  voters,  and 
with  a  single  reply  to  a  very  playful  remark  of  the 
honorable  Senator,  he  would  close.  The  honora- 
ble Senator  said  Uiat  as  a  defeated  party — as  a  retir- 
ing AdministralioD,  it  was  indecorous  and  improper 
ia  the  friendsof  Uiis  Administration  to  bring  forward 
any  new  measures,  or  to  adopt  any  new  steps  of 
policy.  Well,  that  he  (Mr.  WataaT)  believed; 
and  be  had  intended,  in  his  heai^  to  be  jilst  »g-jaa- 
desi  as  possible  for  the  short  remaining  period  in 
which  his  political  friends  were  to  hold  power  in 
that  body,  if  Uiey  held  it  then— to  do  what  he  be- 
lieved the  interests  of  the  country  required  shonld 
be  done,  and  strictly  to  ren«in  Irom  doing  what  he 
did  not  believe  to  be  necessary.  The  bill  before 
the  Senate — and  it  was  but  the  opinion  of  a  single 
individual— be  considered  as  part  of  a  policy  adopt- 
ed and  pursued. by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Stales  nearly  ever  since  he  had  bad  the  honor  of  a 
seat  in  Uiat  body;  or,  at  most,  it  was  bnt  a  modifi- 
cation of  ihat  poKcy.  He  viewed  it  in  tiiat  light, 
and  be  entreated  tiie  friends  of  die  coming  in  Ad- 
ministration not  to  look  upon  him  as  attempting  to 
ireAd  in  the  steps  of  that  powerful  party. 

Suppose,  however,  the  honorable  Senator^  ex- 
aggerations were  real,  and  thai  they  were  attempt- 
ing, at  this  late  period  of  their  political  power,  to  m- 
troduce  new  aud  improved  measures  of  prin^ple  or 
policy,  it  would  seem  to  him  that  the  opportunity  to 
effect  a  remedy  was  so  near,tbat  that  pure  and  clear 
light,  which  was  to  shine,  on  the  5th  of  March 
next,  over  all  th's  happy  Union,  conld  prevent  any 
great  evil;  while  if,  from  aay  mrtive,  proper  or 
improper,  they  should  make  a  sad  mistake,  as 
political  partisans,  it  most  be  remembered  that  all 
partisans  did  not  deeply  regn  t  such  misfortunes, 
when  falling  upon  their  opponents.  If,  however, 
it  shonld  happen  Ihat  this  measure  runs  across  the 
policy  of  the  coming  Administration,  and  yet  that 
a  heavy  responsibiUiy  nuy  be  devolved  upon 
those  who  feel  compelled  to  act  in  its  repeal,  then 
complaint  might  not  only  be  expected,  but  received 
with  indulgence.  In  ihat  asptct  of  the  case,  he 
could  feel  no  disposition  to  recriminate  upon  the 
honorable  Senator.  Such  would  have  been  his 
feelings,  and  might  have  been  his  course,  if  their 
situations  had  been  changed. 

A  word  upon  another  topic. 

The  honorable  Senator  said,  that.-ome  years  ago, 
when  there  was  a  political  revolution  in  the  conn- 
try,  Ibis  body,  of  which  he  (Mr.  Wriqiit)  was  not 
then  a  member,  refused  to  coo-tcni  to  the  nemina. 
lion  of  the  non-elected  President.  That  might  be 
so.  He  (Mr.  Wrioht)  did  not  doubt  it,  for  the 
Senator  said  so;  bnt  his  memory  enabled  him  to 
ssy  Ihat  there  was  a  radical  difference  between 
the  two  cases.  I'  was  not  that  the  men  of  that  day 
acted  in  violation  of  the  principles  which  ihey  had 
espouied  and  advocated,  bnt  that  Ibe  Administra- 
tion, then  dismissed,  happened  to  fall  into  a  mino- 
rity in  this  and  the  other  branch  of  Congros,  not 
during  the  year  of  its  expiration,  but  two  years  be- 
fore, and  the  representation  of  the  people,  here  and 
in  the  oiher  end  of  .the  Capitol,  bad  been  against 
that  Administration,  for  that  length  of  time. 
Snre'y,  then,  the  honorable  Senator  would  not 
criminate  them  for  doing  what  they  believed  to 
be  in  conformity  with  the  will  of  iheir  constituents, 
thus  repeatedly  expressed.  He  (Mr.  WaiuRT) 
must  believe  the  Senator  t^m  Kentucky  would 
not  now  recrimioate  on  the  friends  of  the  present 
Administration  for  doing  what  they  believed  to  be 
their  duty,  since  they  were  so  soon  to  yield  ihe  Go- 
vemoient  to  those  who,  he  sincerely  hoped,  would 
give  ths  country  a  wiser  and  better  government. 
But  if  it  be  improper  for  tiiem  to  inirodnce  new 
measures,  and  a  new  policy,  was  it  generous  for  the 
Senator  to  ask  them,  during  Ihe  short  period  whieh 
remained  to  them,  to  undo  all  that  they  had  done? 
To  retrace  iheir  steps?  To  nnsetUe  again  their  old 
established  and  most  favorite  policy?  Sboitid  he 
appeal  to  them  to  take  ground  which  the  new  Ad- 
ministration must  socnpy?  And  yet  the  complaint 
was  that  titey  were  carrying  oat  that  policy  which 
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the;  had  deliberately  adopted  and  eoiuistentljr  par- 
sued,  with  intentions  ai  sincere  and  patriotic,  and 
motives  as  pare,  he  trosted,  as  the  new  Adminis- 
tntioo  would  adopt  iis  measures.  It  seemed  to 
him,  therefore,  that  the  lectare  ol  the  honorable 
Senator  was  uDgeneroas;  for  what  he  asked  was, 
dut  they,  by  their  actions,  shoald  lake  back  the 
prominent  measore  of  the  present  Administration; 
shoald  undo  what  they  had  done;  and  should  re- 
verse  tha  policy  by  which  they  had  been  hitheito 
governed. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  shall  offer  bat  a  few  words  in  re- 
ply. Among  all  the  charges  which  at  various  times 
have  been  made  against  me,  I  had  snpposcd  that 
a  want  of  generosity  at  least  wa;  not  one  of  them. 
The  gentleman  thinks  it  ongenerons  in  me  to  ask — 
whaif  That  be  and  bis  friends  here  shall  obey  ovr 
eommon  masters,  the  people — that  they  shall  repeal 
the  Sab^-Tieasory  law  which  the  people  have  con- 
demned. Why,  sir,  in  this,-!  only  call  upon  gen- 
tlemen to  conform  to  their  onn  doctrine,  so  ofien, 
80  long,  and  so  loudly  proclaimed  by  themselves: 
"that  the  people  are  to  govern — that  the  Democracy 
most  mle — that  the  Democracy  of  numbers  is  the 
real  and  only  sovereign— that  we  are  all  here  as 
servants  of  the  people — that,  as  Senators,  we  have 
no  original  rights — that  we  are  to  bow  to  the  ma- 
jesty of  the  people  in  all  tbeir  pleasure."  But  now, 
it  seems  that  this  Sab-Treasniy  scheme  is  tkar  mea- 
sare,  and  not  the  measure  of  the  people  whom  they 
represent — and  it  is  very  ungenerous  to  ask  them 
to  obey  their  masters*  will.  Why,  sir,  what  is  the 
bonoiable  Senator?  Able,  adroit,  astute,  learned, 
iDgenioos  as  be  is,  is  he  not  the  servant  of  the  peo- 
]>le  of  New  York— of  the  400,000  voters,  a  majr- 
rity  o(  whom  ha  A  condemned  Ibis  lawt  And 
whose  will  is  to  prevail— theirs  or  M$?  I  have 
adied  him  to  yield  to  their  pleasure.  I  hope  there 
will  be  no  flinching,  no  skuffliag;  but  that  the  ho- 
norable Senator  will  have  the  gM>dacss  to  act  ac- 
cordiitg  to  die  principles  he  has  to  often  inculcated 
on  us— that  he  will  bow  to  the  "Democracy  of 
numbers,"  and  conform  himself  to  what  his  coostt- 
tuenis  require.  This  measure  of  the  Sab-Treasory 
was,  as  I  have  understood,  the  one  constant  theme 
of  the  gentleman's  eloquence  from  the  shores  of  the 
AtlD  ntic  to  the  borders  of  the  St.  Lawrence — that  was 
the  issue  be  continually  made — that  was  the  issue 
on  which  his  Slate  cast  her  vcte— she  has  con- 
demned his  favorite  measure — and  yet  now  he  con- 
siders it  nngencrotts  in  me  to  ask  him  to  abandon 
what  his  own  consiituenls  condemn !  Far  from  it. 
I  am  not  the  couDeellor  of  ihe  honorable  Senator 
or  his  friends;  but  I  will  lell  what  I  would  do.  Sj 
help  me  God,  on  my  sacred  honor,  I  would  move 
to  repeal  the  Snb-Tteasury  law.  I  would  not  say 
that  I  bad  chaoged  my  opioioo — my  pride  of  prin- 
cipU  would  prevent  that — ba',  finding  the  measure 
not  acceptable  to  my  coastiluents,  I  would  conform 
to  their  will.  Where  on  the  whoU  face  of  the 
globe  does  not  public  sentiment  exact  obedience  to 
its  Willi  It  it  in  Russia?  No,  no.  The  Autocrat 
himself  is  bound  to  yield  to  its  behests,  and  so  in 
fast  he  has  done.  Whs  ^  1  I  ask  again.  In  Tur- 
key? No.  The  Grind  Seignior  is  obliged  to  sub- 
mit as  much  as  any  other  despot.  We  are  charged 
with  a  want  of  generosity  because  we  have  asked 
the  Senator  to  bow  lo  ibis  common  law  of  our  na- 
ture— a  law  that  rnUs  ibe  whole  civilized  world  ! 

I  have  now  a  few  remarks  to  make  on  the  quee- 
tioB  raised  by  the  honorable  Senator  respecting  the 
elective  franchise.  Why  be  has  risen  lo  discuss  in 
so  elaborate  a  manner  a  mere  opinion  of  mine, 
thrown  out  without  argument,  1  do  not  know. 
He  is  too  acute  and  practised  a  logician  not 
to  know  that  the  manner  of  putting  a  ques- 
tion, of  itself,  ofien  decides  it.  The  Senaloi 
•sks,  what  right  this  Federal  Qovernmeoi  has 
to  prescribe  f6r  a  State  who  shall  vote  foi 
her  mlerel  It  hM  none — It  pretends  lo  none 
Bat  this  case  of  unnaturalized  foreigners  is  an 
exoeption  to  the  otherwise  universal  exercise  oi 
the  Slate  sovereignty.  The  exception  applies  here. 
An  alien  is  not  a  citizen  of  a  Stale,  nnr  is  he  one 
of  "the  people  of  a  State,"  and  therefore  he  is  nol 
iaoluded  in  the  words  which  the  Senator  read  fronr 
the  Constitution.  The  question  would  be  more 
coneelly  atated  to  be,  what  right  has  any  State  tc 


perform  that  process  of  naturalization  which  is  ex 
cinsively  confided  to  the  General  Guvernmem?  Bn 
he  asks,  who  has  a  right  lo  contest  the  constiiU' 
tionality  of  the  Consiilolion  of  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan. I  say  to  him,  you  have;  every  man  has  whu 
lives  under  the  Constitution  of  this  Union.  If  a 
Slate  Constitution  declares  ihat  aliens  may  vote, 
then  their  votes  may  affect  the  composition  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  or  of  the  Senate,  and  so 
eventually  the  question  might  come  into  these  bo- 
dies in  judging,  as^ihey  respectively  have  a  right  to 
judge,  of  the  qualifications  of  persons  returned  as 
members  of  the  two  Houses. 

The  Senator  supposes  as  a  ca%  possible,  thai 
Congress  (hould  refuse  lo  pass  Any  nattualization 
law,  and  he  asks,  what  is  then  to  be  the  condition 
of  large  bodies  of  emigrants  lo  this  counir}?  There 
are  two  answers  to  be  given  to  this  question:  Firs', 
if  Congress  should  fail  to  pass  naturalization  laws,ii 
fails  to  do  its  exprezs  duty;  a  duly  to  which  it  ii 
bound  under  the  Coosiitution.  Congreis  has  passed 
sach  laws,  and  I  presume  it  always  will.  There 
may  be  a  difference  as  to  the  time  to  be  pre- 
scribed as  a  probationary  period,  but  there  can  be 
Dodcnbtaslbe  obligation  of  Congress  to  fix  some 
rule. 

Bat  there  is  yet  another  answer.  If  Congress 
fails  10  make  provision  on  the  subject,  then  the 
right  reverts  and  accrues  to  each  Stale,  exactly 
as  it  would  accrue  should  Congress  neglect  to  pasa 
a  uniform  bankrupt  law.  Bat  for  another  clause 
in  the  Constitution  which  declares  that  no  Stale 
.shall  pass  any  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  con- 
tracts, hot  for  that,  every  State  would  have  the 
right.  There  is  no  such  obsiacle  in  relation  to 
naturalization.  I  have  no  desire  to  press  this  mat- 
ter, but  if  Ihe  gentleman  is  very  desirous  of  an 
abstract  argument  on  this  point,  I  am  ready.  It  is 
not  necessary,  however,  to  enter  into  it;  my  only 
purpose  was  to  enter  a  ear<«l  against  the  doctrine 
advanced  by  him,  a.s  being,  in  my  judgment,  noi 
constitutional.  The  right  to  vote  implies  citizen- 
ahip,  necessarily,  rssentliklly,  although  the  converse 
of  Ihe  proposition  does  not  apply:  then  comea 
in  the  Stale  aathorily;  but  the  Slate  has  no  au' 
thority  to  confer  the  elective  franchise  on  any 
foreigner  who  is  not  a  constituent  portion  of 
the  people  of  the  State — who  is  not  a  membei 
of  our  political  community — who  is  not  cue  ol 
the  peop'e  of  the  United  States.  That  incorpora- 
tion of  aliens  into  our  society  is  an  office  confided, 
and  wisely  confided  to  Congress  alune.  A  Stale 
may  confer  any  other  privileges  it  pleases — allow  fc* 
reigoers  to  hold  and  transmit  lands;  but  it  cannot 
make  a.  citizen  of  a  foreigner — it  cannot  make  an 
alien  my  fellow-citizen,  without  the  consent  of 
onr  common  Government.  Nurcanit  invest  him 
with  those  privileges,  the  existence  and  exercise  ol 
which  necessarily  imply  the  existence  of  citizen- 
ship, I  protest  against  the  right  of  any  Stale, 
by  its  separate  action,  to  disturb  the  balance  oi 
political  power  between  the  States,  or  to  affect  the 
political  condition   of  the  people  of  other  States. 

The  Senator  seems  to  think  it  ea>y,  after  the 
4ifa  of  March  next,  to  gst  rid  of  this  new  pre-emp- 
tion law  should  in  now  pass,  and  he  seems  delight- 
ed, be  appears  to  chuckle  at  the  thought  ihat  he  ha> 
got  hold  of  a  little  popular  measure,  and  that  ii 
will  be  a  difficult  matter  to  repeal  it.  Why,  sir, 
I  should  think  that  after  selling  land  traps  for  the 
people  for  these  twelve  years  past  and  all  in  vain, 
the  Senator  and  bis  .party  would  not  be  so  very 
sanguine  in  their  expectations  of  Ihe  success  of  a 
new  one.  Yon  have  had  all  thece  traps  for  the 
popular  favor  lor  a  period  now  of  twelve  years, 
and  what  have  you  got  by  ihemi  About  as  much 
as  you  are  likely  lo  get  hereafter:  you  have  got 
four  out  of  the  nine  land  Slates!  The  more  traps 
you  set,  the  fewer  States  yod  will  catch.  And 
now,  in  conclusion,  if  I  miftht  be  allowed  to  give  to 
the  gentleman  and  his  friends  my  sincere,  and  I 
hope  unobtrusive  advice,  I  would  remind  them  afl 
that,  in  the  long  run  and  on  the  great  scale  in  poll 
tics  and  in  private  life,  homestt  ii  Vu  btfi  polict. 

Mr.  WRiGHT  said  he  would  not  protract  the 
debate.  With  the  argument  he  was  content,  a.<i 
the  hononble  Senator  bad  not  materially  refeiied 
toil. 


In  the  closing  remark  of  the  Senator,  that  '■boiieaq 
was  the  best  policy  in  politics,  as  in  ptivaie  Ufa,* 
he  heartily  agreed  with  him;  and  however  the  paal 
might  have  been,  he  earnestly  hoped  that  lh« 
maxim  might  be  Ihe  Senator's  constant  mie  ol 
action  in  the  long  and  prosperous  fife  be  wiafac4 
him. 

To  a  single  positioa  which  the  honorable  and 
learned  gentleman  had  laid  down,  be  must  entel 
his  earnest  dissent;  and  but  for  that,  and  the  (M 
that  silence  en  his  part  might  be  tortured  into  a» 
sent,  he  might  have  felt  at  liberty  to  omit  this  entire 
reply.  The  position  was  Ihat  a  noiMiMr  of  a 
power,  expressly  granted  to  this  GoTemmentii 
the  Constitution,  operated  to  confer  that  powei; 
and  the  exercise  of  it,  npon  the  States.  To  saeh  i 
petition  he  conld  not  assent,  nor  could  be  permi 
bis  silence  to  be  construed  as  assent  to  a  doctrine 
which  seemed  to  h  m  so  subversive  *t  the  vei) 
theory  of  written  constitutions. 

As  to  Ihe  remarks  of  the  Senator  in  r»- 
lation  to  the  expression  of  the  people  of  th« 
country  at  the  late  elections^  on  the  snbjwi 
of  Ihe  Independent  Treasury  measure,  he  -haJ 
nothing  to  add  to  what  bad  foracriy  msaed 
between  them  upon  that  point.  They  bad  tbe^ 
differed  as  to  what  the  verdict  of  the  people,  at  the 
late  elections,  bad  decided  upon  that  point;  and  it 
was  not  likely  that  further  diaensaonbMween  Ihem 
would  lessen  those  differences.  It  was  enough  for 
him  to  know  that  a  new  party  was  in  power;  and  if 
they  repealed  that  measure,  he  hoped  they  wonM 
replace  it  by  one  which  would  be  wiser  and  better, 
and  more  acceptable  to  the  people. 

Mr.  LINN  addressed  the  Senate  at  some  length 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Cl*y. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the 
debate  was  again  adjourned,  and  the  bill  was  in* 
formally  pa^ed  over. 

REMARKS   OF   MR.  ANDERSON, 

OF  Maine, 
In  the  HouM  qf  Jtspreimtatisei,  Dtetmker  30,  1840 
—On  tbe  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Shbpibd,  tepeiding  the 

pension  act  of  1837  had  been  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  of  Maine  desired  to  inquire 
of  the  honorable  member  ftom  Massachnaetts,  if 
Ibe  bill  he  intended  to  effer  as  an  amendment  l» 
ihc  bill  now  under  consideration,  should  the  vole 
of  yesterday  be  reconsidered,  was  tbe  bill  agreed 
npon  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  yeaier- 
day.  Mr  Reed  repli^ed,  that  it  was  the  bill  adopted 
by  Ihe  committee,  with  an  additional  sectien,  ex* 
tending  to  all  the  widows  and  children  now  on  the 
pendon  list,  ihe  same  ameunt  of  pension  thqr 
now  receive,  for  the  fntther  period  of  five  years. 

Mr  ANDERSON  then  stated,  that  the  ooamittea 
bad  unanimously  agreed  npon  a  bUI,  regulating 
and  defining  the  future  distribution  of  navy  pul- 
sions, and  had  instructed  him  to  improve  the  first 
opportunity  of  piesenting  it  to  the  House,  and 
also  to  a^k  that  it  be  made  the  special  order  for 
some  early  day  in  the  session — a  daty  which  he 
shonld  not  fail  to  perform  at  the  earliest  moment ; 
and  he  was  sati&fied,  that  tbe  protracted  discussion 
which  Ibis  bill  .and  amendment  had  prodoeed, 
would  predispose*  the  House  to  a  prompt  conaiderar 
tion  of  tbe  measure. 

He  bad  made  this  inquiry  and  Ibis  statement,  in 
order  that  the  House  might  fully  understand  the 
true  p'  siiion  of  this  ca.°e.  It  seemed  to  him,  that 
tbe  argument  with  which  the  amendment  of  his 
friend  from  North  Carolina  was  originally  met, 
was  at  least  in  a  fair  way  to  be  entirely  removed  ; 
for  after  a  three  days*  debate  upon  the  expedient 
of  repealing  this  obnoxious  law  of  1837,  wbi^ 
was  the  substance  o(  his  amendment,  it  cculd  not 
serionsly  be  contended  that  the  House  were  acting 
with  any  incoonderate  ba^te,  or  that  membeis 
could  not  vote  under»tan<}iDgly  upon  iL  Sir,  if  n 
tithe  of  the  discussion  which  this  motion  has  i 


sioned,  had  been  bestowed  npon  this  most  eiltaar- 
dinary  act  of  1837,  no  one  will  jpretend  dmt  il 
could  have  bad  the  slightest  chance  of  passing;  andit 
has  excited  the  asionishment  of  every  one  fami- 
liar .  with  the  operation  of  that  act,  that,  in 
a  body  where  every  question  provckes  diacsm- 
■ion  and  debate,  a  measure  so  iifi^ortut  in  ittt 
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scqaenees  eoaM  have  gone  throagh  the  Hoass 
wiihontqocsiioB  or  opposiiioo.    I  reeolleet  tnqoir- 
iDg  of  the  bottonble  member  from  Masssehasetis, 
who  generally  bestows  so  watchful  ud  vigilaat  a 
care  over  erery  ihing  CDoneeied  with  the  naval 
sefviw,  how  this  moat  extravagant  and  rainoas 
bill  mid  have  escaped  his  obserraiion.    He  gare 
me  sabstaiitially  the  same  account  he  has  now 
gimn  to  the  tionse.    I  put  ihe  same  quesdon  to 
aaoiher  diatiiigaMied  member  of  the  committee 
from  the  State  of  Delaware,  net  now  a  member  of 
lh»  Honse,  a«d  received  from  him  a  nmilar  answer. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. Wisa]  also 
a  member  of  the  committee,  had  informed  as  that 
he  was  engaged   in   other   inqnirief,  and  knew 
nodiiB|;  of  it.    How  much^ood  ma.7  have  rtsnlted 
10  the  eountry  from  his  investigations  into  other 
rapposcdabimes  of  the  Qovernment,  I  pretend  not 
10  say.    We  bare,  in  that  part  of  the  conntry  from 
which  I  come,  a  homely  maxim;  "that  an  ounce 
of  prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure;"  and  I 
cannot  but  think  it  nnfoitnnate  for  iha  public  inte- 
rests, that  these  genllemen  who  were  then  on  ibe 
committee,  coald  not  have  found  lime  to  look  a 
little  more  carefully  inia  this  measure,  emanating 
as  it  did  from  their  own  eommiitee. 
Bat,  sir,  the  mischief  has  been  done,  and  under 
.   the  operation  of  this  law  of  1837,  entitled  an  "Act 
for  the    more    equitable    administaiion  of  the 
navy  pension  fnnd"  this  magnificent  fund  of  nearly 
fl,800,flOe  has  been  entirely  exhausted,  and  this 
enormoas  Hst  of  Bifnsions  is  now  to  be  fastened 
npoa  the  public  Treasury,  unless  this  law  is  now 
repealed,  or  some  other  measure  adopted   which 
sbaH  limit  and  rejirain  the  boaniy  of  the  Oovern- 
meat.    By  the  operation  of  this  and  oiher  peasion 
tews,  persons  have  been  included  as  beneficiaries 
of  this  fond,  who ■«  claims  for  pensions  rest  upon 
the  moit  flimsy  and  unfounded  preleneea.      Mot 
only  have  you  given  a  retrospective  operation  to 
this  act  of  1837,  thereby  giving  to  ofiicers  now 
in  Ihe  navy,  and  to  the  nidows  of  those  dec»$ed, 
many  of  whom  were  in  affluent  circamstances, 
enormous  sums,  to  some  of  them  as   much  as 
(20,000  at  a  payment;  but  you  have  given  to  these 
now  in  service,  pensions  for  life,  and  there  are 
officers  holding  a  h-gh  rank  in  the  navy,  now  rc- 
ceiviag  ifaeir  full  pay,  and  yet  drawing  pensions  for 
total  di.'at»iliiy — a  dejiree  of  lavish  liberality,  to 
which,  I  wilt  venture  to  say,  the  legislation  of  no 
coanuy  upon  earth  can  present  a  parallel. 

In  the  remarks  I  made  npoa  the  amendment  pro- 
posed 10  be  recohsidered  a  fdw  days  sincj,  I  al- 
luded to  some  of  the  abosei  which  bad  grown  out 
of  this  law.  I  have  since  ascertaine.i,  that  thirty- 
eight  pflicei*,  now  in  fervice,  and  receiving  full 
pay,  have  been  placed  apon  the  pension  list  by  the 
openrtion  of  that  act,  and  are  now  receiving  both 
pensioa  and  pay. 

Sir,  it  is  time  to  stop  this  gross  perversion  of  Ihe 
public  eharity,  and  I  trust  that  the  facts  developed 
by  ihia  disea>sion,  will  lead  to  a  speedy  arrange- 
ment of  this  whole  matter,  npon  principles  of  just 
and  rrasonable  economy.  I  voted  yesteiday  for 
the  ameadmentof  the  member  from  North  Caro- 
lina, not  because  I  believed  it  would  remedy  the 
folly  of  the  past,  or  afford  any  sufficieat  protection 
for  tb«  totnre,  but  becanse  I  would  not  refuse  to 
vote  forOie  repeal  of  an  obaoxious  law,  and  be- 
canse, '  ia  making  the  first  appropriation  from  the 
fubKc  Treasury  to  pay  these  claims,  Iiwould  conple 
with  it  something  which  should  evince  a  deterioi- 
nation  on  the  pari  of  Congress  to  retrace  its  steps 
in  this  matter,  and  return  to  a  sounder  and  beiier 
policy.  There  is  a  dttteience  of  opinion  a^  to  the 
operation  of  the  repeal;  and  though  some  genlle- 
men se«m  to  apprehend  that  it  will  at  once  strike 
from  the  passion  lists  all  pennons  estaUiabed  under 
it,  others  entmain  a  contrary  opinion.  The  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy,  in  his  annual  report  of  last 
year,  falty  expreties  the  opinion  that  it  will  not 
disturb  existing  righ's.  iBven  if  it  did  so,  there 
are  other  laws  brhiad  it,  which,  excepting  the  re- 
irospeetiTe  operation,  are  almost  as  dad;  and  the 
itpmloC  this  act  of  1837  revives  the  act  of  1834, 
wiueh  is  nearly  as  compreheuMve  and  profoae  in 
its  proTisieiia  as  the  other,  limiting,  however,  the 
peaaia*9  in  all  cases  to  the  lerm  of  five  years. 
lbs  out/  ndcqoaM  maedy  is  in  theenaotiaeni  of« 
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bill  which  shall  limit  and  define  all  pensions  now 
established,  and.  hereafter  granted.  Such  a  bill, 
embodying  tha'views  of  the  committee,  wilt  be  pre- 
sented. This  bill,  widi  Ihe  exception  of  the  sec- 
tion I  have  referied  to,  expresses  the  nnanimoos 
sense  of  the  commitlee,  has  been  considered  with 
great  care,  and  I  hope  will  be  adopted  by  ihe  House; 
it  is  just  and  liberal  to  those  who  have  really  suf- 
fered in  the  service  of  the  country,  and  provides  a 
limited  gratuity  to  the  families  of  those  who  have 
lost  their  lives  ia  the  performance  of  their  duties. 
It,  however,  gives  no  pension  to  those  already  re- 
ceiving pay  from  the  Qovernmem,  and  limits  to  a 
reasonable  extent  the  amount  of  arrearages  to  which 
the  applicants  shall  be  entitled. 

Upon  one  point,  the  commitlee,  durin?  the  three 
years  that  I  have  had  the  honor  to  beiong^o  i>,  have 
been  entirely  united — and  tbat  is,  in  condemning  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  '37.  They  bave  at  former 
sessions  reported  bills  providing  for  its  repeal;  the 
Senate  have  also  parsed  bills  to  the  same  effect, 
and  every  gentleman  who  bss  spoken  on  either 
side,  dai^ing  tfat)  debate,  iseems  equally  hostile  to  it. 
Why,  then,  should  we  hesilafe  to  repeal  it,  even  if 
the  process^be  a  little  irregular  or  uuusuall 

Mr.  A.,  said  he  had  regretted  that  thisiiebale  had 
assumed  a  party  character,  and  that  gmilemen  had 
undertaken  to  arraign  the  policy  and  conduct  of 
Ihe  Secretaty  of  the  Navy  and  the  present  Admi- 
[listfaiion  in  oonnectioa  with  this  subject.  It  seem- 
ed to  him  that  the  course  of  the  Secretary,  in  rela- 
tion 10  this  matter,  bad  been  not  only  wholly  irre- 
proachable, but  highly  creditable  and  praiseworthy. 
From  the  first  emrance  of  Mr>  Paulding  upon  the 
duties  of  hLs  office,  he  had  admonished  Congress  of 
Ihe  effect  which  the  opera' ion  of  this  act  ef  1837 
was  producing  upon  the  navy  pension  fund,  and 
eirnestly  and  unceasiagly  recommendod  its  repeal 
— he  has  repeatedly  apprised  us  that  Ihe  fnnd 
was  rapidly  diminishing,  and  wonid  be  soon 
entirely  exhausted,  and  tbat  a  demand  would 
be  made  open  the  National  Trevary  to 
make  good  the  deficiency.  So  careful  has  he 
been  in  the  admini^^tration  of  tbi^  law,  that  he  has 
sent  cases-~when  for  a  merely  nominal  service  in 
the  navy,  large  sums  would  be  abtracied  from  the 
fund — to  Congress,  with  a  detailed  (talement  of  the 
eSexA  of  their  admission.'  These  cases,  one  of 
which  is  now  befoie  me,  were  referred  to  the  Na- 
val Committee;  but  tbat  committee,  not  deeming  ' 
it  proper  to  interfere  with  the  admlDisirstionof  the 
law,  declined  expressing  an  opinion,  and  the  claim, 
to  the  amount  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand  dollars, 
has  since  been  established  and  paid.  These  sog- 
grslions  and  admonicioiu  of  Ihe  Secretary  fell  up- 
on reluctant  and  utiwilling  ears.  Congress  failed 
to  apply  the  proper  remedy;  and  now,  when  we  are 
called  upon  to  appropriate  $150,000  out  of  ihe 
public  Treasury,  to  continue  these  payment;^  anJ 
the  subject  has  forced  itself  npon  the  attention  of 
Congrers,  it  is  neither  just  or  fair  to  attempt  to 
charge  the  S  icreiary  wiih  what  he  has  so  eame&lly 
and  incessantly  labored  \o  avert. 

The  member  from  Nor  h  Carolina  h«  given  so 
minute  and  sccurate  aa  account  ofrthe  origin  of 
this  Navy  Pens:on  Fnnd,  that  I  do  not  d>-em  il 
necessary  pariiealarly  lo  advert  to  it.  There  is 
one  point,  however,  npon  which  geallemen -eem 
to  be  laboring  under  a  strange  delusion.  Tbey 
seem  to  imagine  that  this  fnnd  was  originally  Ibe 
property  of  those  who  made  the  capture.*,  from  the 
avails  of  which  it  wai  formed,  and  that  the  Go- 
vernment is  now  bound  to  reimburse  its  entire 
amount.  This  is  a  great  mistake,  and  most  pro- 
ceed from  an  entire  misctnception  of  its  origin. 
The  amooDl  appiripriatetl  -to  this  fond  consisted  in 
no  part  of  the  money  belonging  10  the  raptors,  but 
was  Ibe  share  belonging  by  law  te  the  Oovetti- 
ment,  and  eatirely-separate  and  distinct  from  that 
portion  awarded  to  the  officers  and  crew  who 
made  Ihe  captures.  It  was  a  mere  gtainiiy  at 
ficsi,  and  If  il  has  been  improperly  or  impro- 
vidently  applied  and  administered,  it  has  iiot 
been  (Krecied  to  any  other  branch  of  the  pub- 
lic service.  I  hope  neither  to  see  this  fund  rein- 
stated, or  any  other  similar-  one  accnmnlaftj.  If. 
pensions  or  rewards  are  properly  due  to  officers  of 
die  navy,  let  them  be  paid  diredlr  oat  of  the  pub- 
lic Treaswry,  and  this  will  afford  the  suest  eorno- 


live  of  extravagance  and  abuse.  Under  ibe  view 
of  this- ease  Which  'some  gentleman  take,  there  la 
an '  ther  class  of  claimants  which,  in  my  jndgmeat, 
present  much  stronger  claims  npon  the  liberality  of 
the  Ctovernment,  than  ihose  we  are  now  consider- 
ing; and  I  was  {iratified  to  hear  ihe  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  SALroMSTiLL]  bring  them  to 
the  notice  of  the  House.  The  widows  and  fami- 
lies of  those  whose  personal  enterprise  and  braveijr 
in  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  Stales 
poured  millions  into  your  Treasury,  are  now  en- 
tirely unprovided  for,  the  small  fund  of  two  per 
cent  upon  the  amount  of  priie-money  being  long 
since  exhausted.  There  are  some  thirty  of  those 
widows,  whose  husbands  fkH  in  batde  on  beard 
tbe<e  vessels,  most  of  whom  are  in  destituta  cir- 
cumstance!', and  w  bo  have  been,  for  several. ses' 
sioDs,  sntreatthg  you  lo  ceatinne  the  small  pittance 
,  heretofore  granted  10  th«m,  a  few  years  longer. 
While  yon  hive  turned  a  deiaf  ear  to  these  merito- 
rious petilioaeis,  and  while  yon  have  doled  oat 
yoar  charity  with  the  most  parsimonious  relaotanea 
to  the  oAfxfs  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  yon 
have  not  hesitated  to  bestow  extravagant  gratuities 
npon  those  who  have  been  continually  receiving 
the  most  liberal  allowanets. 

Sir,  I  repeat,  that  t  am  gratiBed  that  this  subject 
has  at  length  attracted  ihs  attention  of  the 
Hou-e;  and  that  whether  the  vote  of  yesterday 
be  reconsidered  or  not,  Ihe  whole  subject  of 
navy  pensions  will  Ite  considered  and  .  revised 
by  the  House  at  an  early  period  of  the  session.  - 

Mr.  NAYLOR  said  that,  ever  since  the  com* 
meneemeat  of  ihis  debate,  be  had  been  endeavor^ 
iag  to  get  the  floor  for  an  opportunity  of  addressing 
the  House.  When  the  bill  was  irst  introdo^, 
he  ihouKht  be  had  something  to  say  npon  it,  but 
all  his  intended '  observations  had  since  been  »o 
much  better  givea  by  other  gentlemen,  tbat  he 
should  not  now  trouble  the  House  with  what  he 
should  otherwise  bave  submitted.  Yet,  inasmuch 
as  he  had  been  a  member  of  Ihe  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  he  ihonghi  il  due  lo  himself  to  explaia 
his  powiiion  in  relation  to  the  subject,  and  thos 
place  himself  right  before  both  his  friinds  and  ene- 
mies. Hehop^  the  vole  of  yesterday  would  be 
reconside'cd.  How  did  ibe  matter  at  present 
stand?  The  first  section  of  ihe  bill,  which  had 
been  passed,  provided  for  the  payment  of  {tensions 
accruing  nadisr  the  law  of  1837,  as  well  as  under 
other  pension  laws.  It  provided  over  #150,000 
for  Ihis  purpose.  But  what  nexil  After  .  the 
House  hid  wisely  enacted  ihis  appropriation  for 
the  express  pnrpo^  ef  carrying  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  1837  into  effeftt,  then  it  had  im- 
mediately taken  another  etep  and  declared  that 
the  very  law  it  had  provided  to  fulfil  was  a  bad 
law  in  (tio,  and  should  be  at  once  repealed!  In 
this  there  was  not  only  m  gross  ineonsls'eacy,  but 
there  was  something  else,  which  the  whole  history 
of  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1837  would  exhibit. 
What  was  its  history? 

The  subject  of  navy  pensions  had.oceapicd  Con- 
gress almost  the  whole  of  the  last  session.  A  bill 
bad  been  passed  in  the  Senate  and  sent  to  the  House, 
where  it  had  been  referred  to  tbe  Commitlee  on 
Naval  Affairs.  Tbat  comimilee  acted  on  the  bill. 
Tbe  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  ANDERsoif]  in 
tbe  eloqnent  aod  very  sensible  speech  which  he 
had  just  made,  had  told  the  House  what  the  ccm- 
miitee  bad  done.  They  had  reported  a  bill,  and 
what  was  ils  effect?  To  annihilate  the  law  of 
1337>  Not  at  a'l;  but  lo  continue  many  of  its  pro- 
visions in  full  force.  It  went  to  continue  the  bill 
which  had  yesterday  been  repealed.  But  was  tbat 
hasty  repeal  aa  act  of  wise  and  prudent  legislation? 
If  a  man  had  an  inflamed  arm,  would  he,  to  get 
rid  of  the  inflammatioD,  cut  his  arm  off?  80  if 
there  exi&ted  in  the  Staie  a  defective  statute,  in 
part  sound  and  wholesome,  and  in  part  iojurieos, 
to  gel  rid  of  the  injurious  feature,  must  a  wise  Le- 
gislature destroy  thai  which  was  good  and  wise, 
and  which  Ihe  justice  and  the  glory  of  the  coonliy 
demanded?  The  bill  which  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  had  presented  as  liie  result  of  the  delibeia- 
lions  of  the  Naval  Committee,  went  to  continue  so 
moch  of  the  act  of  1837  as  was  sonnd  and  whole- 
some, while  il  cut  off  only  tbat  portion  of  it  which 
wa«  onaoaod  and  was  iojaring  we  body  poUUe. 
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Pre-emption  Law — Mr.  Linn. 


Senate. 


Aad  sneh  was  the  general  histoiy  of  the  ooane 
of  icgialatioD.  No  act  was  perfect  at  its  first  en- 
aetment:  sach  laws  as  «ere  perfect,  or  at  all  near 
to  perfection,  had  become  so  by  the  progressive 
wisdom  and  emendation  of  centuries.  The  law  rf 
1837  might  be  very  imperfect,  but  it  never  Would 
be  improved  by  knocking  it  on  the  bead. 

PHOSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  BILL. 

DEBATE  IN  THE  SENATE>-Concladed. 

WsDnsDiT,  Jamiary  6,  1841. 
thi  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 

S redemption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  tbe  pub- 
e  lands,  who  diall  inhabit  and  caliivate  the  same, 
and  raise  a  log  cabin  thersoo,  being  the  special 
•rderof  the  day,  was  taken  up,  th?  quest  iinbeine  en 
lb«  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Pbbnt.ss,  ofVer- 
«ioat,  as  a  sabstitate  for  the  whole  bill,  as  fol- 
lows: 

**8Kike  oat  all  after  the  enacting  elaase,  and 
Inmt  the  following:  That  every  actual  settler  on 
any  of  the  public  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title 
has  been  extinguished,  except  sneh  as  are  herein- 
after reserved,  beintr  the  bead  of  a  family,  or  over 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  who  was  in  possession 
and  a  house-keeper,  by  personal  residence  thereon, 
at  tbe  time  of  passing  this  act,  and  for  four  months 
next  preceding,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  pre-emptionin 
the  purchase  of  the  land  so  settled  upon,  not  exceed- 
ing one  quarter  section,  of  the  minimam  price  now 
established  by  law." 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Ky.  and  Mr.  WRIQHT  having 
snbmitted  tlieir  views  of  the  subject,  as  published 
on  Tuesday — 

Mr.  LINN  rose  to  notice  so  much  of  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Cut]  as  referred  to  what  Mr.  L.  had  said 
on  a  former  day,  in  regard  to  the  application  of 
force  to  carry  into  effect  the  prohibitions  of  a  pre- 
emption law.  Mr.  L.  had  then  expressed  the 
opmion  that  it  was  physically  impossible  to  remove 
by  foree  those  who  are  usually  termed  "sqaa'ter"' 
from  the  public  domain.  -  He  had  often  expressed 
that  opinion  here  and  elsewhere.  It  was  a  settled 
conclusion  of  his  mind;  and-  he  now  put  it  to  tbe 
honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clit] 
whether,  we're  he  in  the  executive  chair,  he  would 
wield  the  military  force  of  this  Oo'venuneDt  ia  an 
endeavor  to  dispossess  themi  He  should  like  ta 
aee  the  man  that  would  avow  it.  The  orders  might 
he  issued,  but  the  officers  of  the  army  never  would 
.  nor  could  earry  them  out.  They  would,  in  the  first 
plaee,  be  incompetent  to  do  it.  On  this  subject  it 
might  be  sufficient  to  advert  to  what  had  been  said, 
and  said  so  well,  the  other  day  by  his  friend  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  Scvikr]  Such  orders 
had  once  been  given,  and  the  officers  attemped 
to  remove  the  settlers  in  that  quarter  of  the  Union, 
and  did  remove  them  from  Lovely's  pniehaie, 
which  had  been  wrenched  from  the  Territo- 
ry of  Arkansas  by  a  treaty  with  some  tribe 
of  Indians  from  an  old  State,  but  no  sooner  had 
the  officers  turned  their  backs  than  the  squatters 
anin  returned  upon  the  lands  which  they  claimed, 
fiieir  houses  had  been  burnt;  they  rebuilt  them. 
They  were  driven  off  a  second  lime;  and  a  second 
time  they  came  back;  and  thus  they  fought  it  out, 
until  at  last  the  Gh)vernment  give  op  the  contest, 
and  gave  each  of  them  330  acres  of  land:  while 
such  of  them  as  had  obeyed  and  gone  off  the  land, 
got,  in  the  end,  but  1 60  acres  by  a  bill  which  passed 
the  Senate  a  few  days  since.  Now  if  the  power 
of  the  Qovemment  could  not  enforce  its  prohibi- 
tion laws  in  the  single  State  of  Arkansas,  then  a 
feeble  and  dependant  Territory,  how  was  it  likely 
to  do  it  along  the  whole  frontier  from  Lake  Snpe- 
lior  to  tbe  Sabine  river?  Before  sneh  an  operation 
was  attempted,  you  must  augment  your  army;  for, 
air,  the  whole  military  force  of  the  country,  as  it 
now  stands,  would  be  too  weak  to  accomplish  it. 
The  idea,  to  diose  acquainted  with  the  real  state  of 
the  case,  had  in  it  something  ludicrous.  It  would 
be  an  amusing  spectacle,  to  be  srue,  to  see  our  gal- 
lant and  chivalrlc  officers  of  tbe  United  States  army 
engaged  in  driving  off  women  and  children,  while 
their  husbands  and  fathers  were  in  the  thickets  be- 
mud, ready  to  fire  upon  them  wiih  their  rifles! 
yoey  would  every  one  be  shot  down  the  moment 


they  attempted  such  a  thing;  showing,  conclusive- 
ly that  there  is  bat  one  step  from  the  sablime  to  the 
ridiculous.  The  truth  wac,  the  law  prohibiting  such 
sett.emeot  was  practically  a  dead  letter,  and  6o  it 
must  forever  remain.  At  first,  there  had  been  no 
law  to  restrain  our  people  from  setilio?  where  they 
would,  on  unoccopied  public  land.  The  first  law 
on  the  subject  was  passed  in  1807,  and  was  made 
against  those  who  claimed  lands  under  the  French 
and  Spanish  grants;  and  the  object  was  to  prevent 
those  who  had  only  inchoate  title  und?r  such  grants 
from  going  on  the  lands  they  claimed  either  to  cul- 
tivate or  survey,  and  a  most  unjust  law  it  wav. 
Mr.  L.  would  speak  with  respect  of  the  legislation 
of  Congress,  but  each  was  his  opiaion  of  that  law, 
as  can  be  demonstrated  in  a  moment. 

And  he  now  repeated  his  position,  that  it  was  au 
terly  useless  to  pass  laws  to  restrain  the  American 
people  {rota  going  forward  to  settle  on  the  public 
lanijs.  Congress  might  pass  such  edicts  as  ofien  as 
they  pleased,  bnt  they  never  could  carry  out  one 
«f  them.  As  to  the  grant  ef  pre-emption,  there 
were  entire  districts  settled  wholly  under  such 
eranis,  which  it  was  an  important  policy  to  bring 
into  market.  They  would  bring  millions  of  dollars 
into  the  Treasury  for  the  benefit  of  General  Har- 
rison'4  Administration,  and,  hot  for  our  pre-emp- 
tion laws,  t'-.ese  districts  would  have  been  settled 
very  gradoally. 

The  Senator  seemed  earnestly  to  deprecate  a 
change  in  our  land  system.  Why,  tbe  land  system 
of  the  United  States  bad  been  a  system  of  change 
fi'om  the  beginning.  Up  to  1830,  it  was  a  credit 
system — then  it  was  changed  to  a  cash  S3r8tem, 
which  was  in  its  effects  a  pre-emption  system,  be- 
cause the  payment  of  a  few  dollars  enablei  the 
poor  man  to  take  postessioo  of  a  choice  piece  of 
land,  and,  bv  bis  labor  and  exertions,  to  pay  tbe 
remainder  of  the  money,  by  instalmenLi,  in  five 
years.  This  was  easily  done  by  the  real  cultivators 
of  the  soil,  and  it  certainly  was  not  for  their  bene- 
fit that  any  change  was  made  in  tUe  system,  but 
almost,  exclusively  for  those  who  bought  on  spe- 
culation. In  1830,  a  new  pre-emption  law  was 
passed,  which  changed  the  syilem  again  in  many 
particulars.  Mr.  L.  said  he  should  be  sorry  to  see 
that  part  ef  the  system  which  regulated  the  survey 
of  the  lands  altered  in  any  respect.  Bnt  as  to  the 
gefleral  principle  of  pre-emption  itself,  it  was  only 
carrying  out  the  original  plan  of  the  old  thirteen 
Statei  of  the  Revoln'ion — which  plan  enabled  them 
essentially  to  battle  succe^sfolly  with  the  mightiest 
power  in  tbe  world.  This  was  the  orig'nal  princi- 
ple ia  regard  to  our  new  lands.  Virgiaia  had 
her  pre-emption  laws,  and  most  of  the  hnds 
in  Kentaeky  had  been  sold  at  bat  131  cents  au 
acre.  By  the  old  taws  of  Pennsylvania,  and,  he 
tfelieved,  of  most  of  the  other  Atlantic  Slates,  a 
mere  iMminol  lellltmmt  was  all  that  was  required. 
The  public  lands  were  not  then  expected  to  yield 
any  amount  of  money;  that  was  not  tbe  objeci;  the 
object  was  to  get  them  selt'ed.  Nor  would  they 
ever  yield  the  Government  a  dollar  bat  for  that 
line  of  settlers  who  weni  into  the  wild  woods  and 
preceded  what  was  falsely  called  "good  society." 
When  the  second  line  came  forward,  they  were 
very  glad  to  find  the  wilderness  opened  for  their 
progress,  and  some  decent  log  cabins  ready  built 
to  their  hands.  The  same  system,  in  substance, 
though  its  form  might  be  slightly  modified,  must 
continue  to  prevail,  Mr.  L.  defied  gentlemen  to 
change  it.  Much  as  the  American  people  re- 
spected the  law,  they  never  would  consent,  for  one 
minute,  to  see  their  hardy,  enterprising  fellow-citi- 
zens turned  off  by  a  file  of  soldiers  from  the  land 
that  had  received  all  its  value  from  their  toil. 

He  hoped  gentlemen  from  the  East  and  from  the 
South  would  not  forget  the  circumsiaaces  under 
which  their  eun  fortfathm  had  commenced  the  set- 
tlement of  those  portions  of  the  Union.  He  hoped 
they  would  not  forget,  either,  tbe  incabas  which 
the  legislation  of  Congress  had  imposed  on  the  set- 
tlers of  the  West  by  congregating  on  their  frontier 
a  vast  body  of  resentfnl  savage  warriors,  whose 
presence,  power,  and  angry  passions  were  as  a 
siDoplderinc!  volcano  to  all  white  settlers  in  their 
vicinity.  Those  settlers  were  fully  sensible  of  their 
danger;  and  they  wished  to  fortify,  and  strengthen 
tbenwelres  against  it  by  every  means  In  their  pow- 


er. Tney  wanted  to  see  comiof  in  among  their  fo- 
rests new  emigrants  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 
It  was  a  matter  or  comparative  indifference  tolhem 
whether  those  who  constiiuted  this  valuable  aceei- 
sion  to  their  security  were  naturalized  Amerieaa 
citizens  or  not.  The  moment  the  foreigner  settled 
by  their  side,  he  became  a  sharer  in  the  common 
danger;  and  the  concciousqess  of  this,  togetbel 
with  his  hardy  and  adventurous  habitf,  made  him 
at  once  an  efficient  soldier.  Many  years  aiaee,  the 
General  Government  adopted  a  cystem,  a  weak 
and  unwise  sys'em,  in  Mr.  Liim's  apprehension,  ' 
in  regard  to  a  certain  porlioa  of  the  public  domain 
which  contained  lead  ore.  In  tbe  year  183*3  ot 
1833,  the  Government  invited,  by  proclamation,  all 
who  chose  to  come  there  and  dig  for  the  mineral, 
that  their  labor,  through  a  tax  up«n  (JU  lead,  might 
constitute  a  source  of  revenue  to  ihe  Govenimenc. 
Mnltitades  of  hardy  miners  from  the  old  world  and 
from  the  new  availed  themselves  of  tht  opportani- 
ty,  and  were  setQed  on  on  the  lead  laads  at  the  time 
that  Black  Hawk  and  his  party  crossed  the  Minis- 
sippi  with  his  band  of  .'avage  followers,  and  plaerd 
himself  between  Galena  and  the  adjacent  new  set- 
tlements in  Illinois  and  Wiskonsan;  and,  hot  for 
the  presence  and  the  hardy  bravery  of  these  nt- 
ners,  the  entire  frontier  would  perhaps  have  been 
laid  waste  by  the  tomaliawk  before  the  regular  ar- 
my could  have  bean  concentrated  for  their  protec- 
ti'in.  Yet  theaed  efenders  of  oarinfant  settlements, 
of  tbe  helpless  families  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
fyontier,  were  "sqaatter<,"  were  the  "intmders and 
trespa<isers"  of  whom  »>me  gentlemen  spoke  in  such 
injurious  laaguage.  Their  presence  was  the  means 
of  saving  millions  of  money  and  tfaoosands  of 
lives.  It  became  men  situated  as  were  tbe  people 
on  OUT  Western  border  to  look  to  all  sources  for 
an  augmentation  ef  their  strength.  tShonld  the  In- 
dian tribes  who  had  been  collected  on,  tbe  frontier 
once  combine  in  an  attack  upon  the  country  of  the 
whites,  the  whole  military  force  of  the  United 
States  could  offer  but  a  feeble  resis'ance  to  their 
incursions,  but  wottll  be  driven  before  them  like 
chaff  before  the  wind.  The  gentleman  fVom  Ken- 
tucky en  lbs  left  [Mr.  Crittbhdbm]  had  spoken  of 
these  Indians  as  a  *set  of  poor,  naked,  half-armed 
savages,  and  had  ia^inoated  that  there  was  not  the 
slightest  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  any  thing 
they  could  do.  But  was  it  not  the  duty  of  thit 
gentleman  to  have  investigated  somewhat  farther 
the  actual  state  of  the  facts  before  he  >:poke  thus 
slightingly  of  the  dangers  of  an  Indian  invasion  oa 
del'euceless  women  and  children?  Oa  the  Irontier 
of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  chiedy  west  of  Arkan- 
sas, there  was  at  this  hour  a  body  of  36,000  Indian 
warriors,  prepared  at  any  lima  to  take  the  field. 
They  were  now,  it  was  true,  receiving  annuities 
ander  treaties  with  the  United  States;  but  let  these 
annuities  be  paid  off,  and  (hen  the  only  chain 
whidi  bound  them  to  bs,  ol  rather  which  held  tack 
their  savage  thirst  of  slanghte.r  and  revenge,  would 
be  gone.  What  restrained  them  nowl  In  part  the 
receipt  of  their  annuities,  and  in  part  the  dread  of 
the  whites.  Bat  would  this  always  be  sufficient! 
All  who  knew  the  Indian  nature  knew  that  war 
was  their  element,  their  pride,  their  chief  delight. 
Nothing  availed  to  keep  Indians  qniet  but  a  visible 
force.  It  was  vain  to  tell  them  ol  a  force  they  did 
not  see;  it  roust  be  before  their  eye* — visible  and 
tan;;ible.  A  people  like  this,  with  36i000  warriors 
on  the  lints,  and  many  thoasands  more  within^strik- 
jBg  distance,  were  they  to  be  restrained  by  the  1,500 
or  3,000  troops  which  the  Government  bad  on  that 
frontier)  The  idea  was  prepo;terous.  Beside, 
suppose  our  dispute  with  Great  Britain,  or  some 
dispute  with  another  foreign  power,  should  issae 
in  war — had  they  no  access  to  those  Indians} 
And  when  organized  for  war,  would  they  not  form 
the  most  efficient  body  of  men  of  the  kind  ever 
brought  into  tbe  field)  'They  mpst  assnredly  woald. 
Those  who  doubted  this  knew  little  of  the  matter. 
What  had  been  our  past  experience)  All  tbe 
language  in  which  some  indulged  about  Indians 
being  cowards  was  an  error,  a  great  error.  Had 
our  settlements  found  them  cowards)  Hm  truth 
was  that,  man  to  man,  these  Indian  warriors  woe 
equal  to  any  troops  upon  earth,  in  bravery  and  de- 
termined resohiiian:  in  dexterity,  in  fieUity  ef 
moremeni,  in  wily  stratagem,  in  the  powei  of  sik- 
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OMifiil  aubaaeade,  they  were  mpeiior,  far  saperi- 
or.  Bxposed  to  neigbbors  lilie  tbtse,  was  it  mirea- 
poaaMe  that  (he  people  of  Mitsoorr'and  Arkaa^as 
wen  ansioas  to  invite  among  them  all  the  setilcn 
thqr  eo«U  gei7— that  they  shoaU  be  in  favor  of 
pr»«aption  laws?— ^especially  when  it  was  remem- 
band  that  those  laws  did  bnt  carry  oat  the  great 
and  partadiDg  principle  on  which  the  eotiire  conti- 
nent bad  been  in  the  first  instance  settled?  Tbe 
Fmcb  and  Spanish  GoTemmeot  asked  no  money 
from  the  settlers  of  their  wild  lands — all  ihejr  de- 
manded was  inhabitation  and  cnitivation.  Thry 
wanted  men — farmers,  cultivators  of  tbe  soil. 
And  then,  to  encourage  a  spirit  of  devotion  to  the 
pnbtic  good,  they  rewarded  meritorions  servicps 
by  additional  land  grants.  Many  of  iheir  colonies 
had  ihos  been  planted.  Even  as  a  mere  fioaneial 
■aeamre,  tbe  present  bill  wonid  do  much  toward 
fiU&ig  the  coffers  of  the  coming  Administration. 
The  new  lands  on  the  River  Platte  district  alone^ 
when  l»t>a|tht  into  maiket,  would  bring  into  tbe 
Tceatory  a  million  and  abatf  of  dollars. 

There  was-ano'ber  point  to  which  ihe  honorable 
Seaator  from  Keatacky  [Mr.  Clay]  had  alladed, 
viz:  the  prospect  of  increased  revenue  from  (be 
lands,  by  a  gradaalion  of  their  price.  Look  at  the 
so  mnch  vaunted  land  system,  and  Sfp  what  had 
been  its  ptaelteal  operation.  The  amount  of  land 
which  a  settler  coald  take  up  «a«  at  first  160  acres: 
from  this  it  bad  been  re>lnc«]  to  80  acres.  Did  this 
lessen  tbe  land  sales/?  No,  it  had  greatly  increased 
them.  The  principle  h:id  been  pushed  still  farther, 
and  the  quantity  reduced  to  40  acres.  And  did  not 
a  similar  result  follow?  Were  not  the  sales  in- 
eieaaed?  And  as  this  had  been  ibe  efl9>e(  of  Irssen- 
ing  the  quantity,  why  should  it  be  doubted  that  a 
redaction  ^f  the  prkse  of  inferior  lands  long  n* 
gleeted  would  have  the  like  consequence?  Hie 
Senator  seems  to  think  i(  very  unreasonable,  ridi 
eulotts,  to  hold  such  an  opinion— it  was  his  opl- 
BioB.  Be  believed  that  the  result,  if  ever  the  ex- 
periment is  made,  will  prove  it.  He  oon&idered  the 
opposite  opinion  supremely  ridicnions.  0<-neral 
Harii-on  was  held  up  in  Missouri  and  elsewhere  in 
the  West  and  Southwest  as  a  pre-emption  man. 
Voles  were  claimed  for  him  expressly  on  that 
ground.  He  was  spoken  of  by  his  friends  as  "a 
log  cabin  man,"  and  we  were  lold  that  he  wonld 
extend  his  favor  to  the  inhsbitan's  of  log  cabins  all 
over  the  United  States.  11  left  to  himself— if  per- 
mitied  to  act  from  the  promptings  of  his  own  judg- 
ment, and  according  to  his  personal  knowledge  of 
Western  lire.  It  is  probable  he  may;  bat  it  seemed 
to  bim^  from  what  he  eeald  gath«r  of  bis  sayings 
and  doings,  (and  they  seem  something  like  the  inar- 
tiealate  whisperings  of  the  ancient  prophttic 
ibrines,)  that  it  is  very  bard  to  conjecture  what  his 
eoaise  in  this  or  any  other  respect  will  be.  But 
it  had  been  charged  upon  Mr.  Van  Buren  that  his 
opinions  in  relation  to  the  public  lands  hat  under- 
gone a  change,  from  the  ifjluenee  of  certain  indi- 
viduals that  had  acce^  t3  his  private  ear.  What 
had  the  settlers  to  expect  from  Gen.  Harrison,  after 
Ihe  bold  avowals  that  bad  been  made  that  day  by  a 
person  that  might  be  considered  a  power  behind  the 
ihrone  greater  than  the  throne  itself?  We  shall 
toon  see. 

He  knew  they  were  under  great  disadvantages  at 
ihe  present  time  for  bringing  forward  this  measure, 
or  any  other  of  a  liberal  nature,  in  regard  to  the 
public  lands.  Miscouri,  Loaisiana,  Wiskonsan, 
Arkansas,  and  a  few  other  States  and  Territories, 
are  left  to  fight  this  great  battle  alone,  as  the  new 
Slates  are  rapidly  becoming  old  Stales,  in  relation 
to  (he  public  domain.  It  is  the  interest  of  tbe  old 
States,  as  they  seem  to  th  nk,  to  advance  the  piice 
of  the  public  lands.  Pre-emption  may  suit  a 
temporary  purposes,  by  fitling  the  exhausted  cof- 
fers of  the  Government;  bat  their  abiding,  perma- 
nent interest,  is  to  hold  up  these  lands,  and  get  a 
high  price  for  them,  to  go  to  the  immtiiatt  fiUiag  tbe 
State  treasuries. 

Bat  looking  t-)  this  question  iaan  enlarged  national 
point  of  view,  it  seemed  to  him  tbatevery  reasonable 
encouragement  should  be  given  to  the  extension  of 
oar  settlements,  to  aid  in  the  development  of  our 
reaonrces.  Under  the  invitation  of  the  Govern- 
ment adverted  to,  the  extensive  and  fertile  region? 
in  nppcr  lUiaois,  Wiskooian,  and  Io«>,  were  »• 


ridiv  peopled.  The  flourishing  and  popolous  towns 
of  Galena,  Dubuque,  and  many  others,  sprung 
into  existence  like  magic,  and  in  a  few  years  the 
witderness  was  made  to  blcesom  like  a  garden. 
Look  for  one  moment  at  the  results.  This  people 
dug  from  the  bowels  of  tbe  earth  hidden  richeo,  and 
from  that  time  have  increased  the  preduction  of 
lead  until  it  amounts  to  fifteen  or  twenty  millions 
of  pounds  annnally;  being  enough,  perhaps,  to 
render  us  independent  of  foreign  powers  for  this 
important  article  so  necessary  to  our  defence  in 
time  of  war.  And,  sir,  Musachnsetis  and  other 
manufacturing  States  upon  the  Atlantic  border, 
where  labor  is  cheap,  are  as  mnch  or  more  inte- 
rested in  thus  producing  national  wealth  as  we  are, 
as  they  furnish  manufaeiured  atticirs  in  return  for 
raw  material.  Hi«  own  constiiueots  (he  ^id) 
bad  also  contributed  in  this  way  to  the  sum  of  na- 
tional wealth  by  the  annual  production  of  sevaal ' 
miilton  pomds  of  lead,  much  of  which  has  been 
made  from  the  public  lands  or  private  property 
acquired  under  different  pre  emptioa  laws.  They 
were  now  turning  their  attentico,  with  energy,  to 
the  cultivation  of  hemp;  and  sach  was  the  value  of 
the  article  for  its  fioenesa,  silkiness,  and  strength, 
that  it  commanded  in  the  Boston  market  |30  per 
ton  more  than  Kentucky,  and  was  now  beginning 
to  be  imported  into  the  State  of  Kentocky  for  the 
purpose  of  being  wrought  into  cotton  bagging.  He 
understood  from  undoubted  authority  that  is  is 
stronger  than  Ihe  best  Russian  hemp.  This  hemp 
was  raised  upon  lands  the  title  to  most  of  which 
was  scquired  under  the  operation  of  the  pre-emp- 
tion laws,  or  by  aquatiers,  who  are  now  awaiting 
tbe  passage  of  one.  This  was  important  for 
the  support  of  na  important  arm  of  national  de- 
fence, V'z:  the  navy  How  was  it  that  Daniel  Boon 
commenced  the  reitlement  of  Keiktuck)?  There 
were  then  no  such  laws  as  our  pre-emption  laws, 
taking  from  the  settler  f  I  35  per  acre  for  his 
landf ;  no  law  to  restrain  him  from  the  wilderness. 
He  roamed  and  squatted  wbere  he  pleased,  and  no 
one  knew  better  than  his  friend  [Mr.  Crittenoen] 
what  had  been  the  results.  Driven  from  Kentucky 
by  injustice,  and  impelled  by  his  love  of  danger, 
he  sought  a  lonely  spot  in  Missouri,  on  the  extreme 
fron'ier  of  civilization,  and  squatted  on  tbe  pnblic 
ands,  and  contributed  to  its  defence.  It  seemed 
as  U  bis  fearless  spirit  still  hovered  ever  what  was 
once  his  favorite  haunt,  and  pointed  his  descend- 
ants to  the  shores  of  the  Western  Ocean;  and  these 
descendants  are  now  requesting  Mr.  Linn  to  use 
his  influence  te  get  them  appointmeatg  in  any  rxpe- 
dition  fitted  ont  for  the  Oregon  Territory.  It  was 
to  be  regretted  that  this  old  maiw  this  hardy  and 
adventurous  pioneer,  could  not  have  lived  a  few 
years  longer  to  see  this  broad  Union  stretching  it- 
self from  one  great  ocean  to  th*  other. 

Boon  was  aliving  type,  an  impersonation  a«  it 
were,  of  th*  spirit  which  had  settled  this  continent. 
Mr.  L.  rejoiced  to  see  the  same  spirit  in  full  force 
and  action  to  ibis  hour.  God  forbid  he  should  ever 
see  it  stopoed;  bnt  that  could  not  be  done.  The 
whole  force  of  the  Gjvemment  could  not  stop  it; 
he  defied  them  to  do  it.  Locking  at  the  whole 
course  of  the  American  Government  and  nation  in 
relation  to  the  public  domain  and  commerce,  it 
seemed  to  him  to  be  governed  chiefly  by  an  eye  to 
dollars  and  cents.  He  saw  how  his  countrymen 
suffered  themselves  to  be  kicked  about  and  imposed 
upon;  how  they  permitted  their  property  to  bo  de- 
ttroyed  upon  the  ocean  and  upon  the  land,  and 
their  citizens  murdeied  within  the  very  sight  ot  our 
own  diores.  He  saw  their  patience,  their  meek- 
ness, their  forbearance;  bnt  what  was  at  the  bot- 
tom of  it  at  all?  The  dollars  and  cents.  What  a 
eontia^t  did  this  exhibit  to  that  prominent  and  ad- 
mirable feature  of  the  British  system  of  psUcy, 
which  was  to  protect  thi  man,  the  British  subject, 
wherever  he  might  be !  Without  this,  she  never 
could  have  stood  so  long  the  enormities  of  her  sys- 
tem. He  thought  that,  as  American  citizens,  we 
ought  to  feel  proud  vthtle  witnessing  the  march  of 
the  Anglo-Saxon  race  in  its  onward  progre-'S  for 
the  benefit  of  the  human  species.  He  would  re- 
joice to  see  it  surmount  the  rugged  tops  of  the 
Roeky  n^oontaina,  and,  pouring  over  into  the  fer- 
tile valleys  beyond,  form,  by  iu  presence  and  its 
bravciyi  aa  impweuable  barrier  aiainst  0»at 


Britain  on  Ihe  North.  Let  the  free  race  of  Ameri- 
can pioneers  go  onward  West,  carrying  their  love 
of  liberiy  and  all  their  free  and  beneficent  institu- 
tions with  ihem;  and  he  would  be  the  man  to  en- 
eowage  their  progress  by  every  means  within  the 
compass  of  bis  ability,  even  to  the  utmost  verge  of 
tbe  continent.  When  (he  bill  in  regard  to  the 
Or^ron  Territory  should  come  up,  Mr.  L.  hoped 
tbe  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  CairrcNDaN] 
might  take  the  same  view  of  the  subject  which  be 
did,  and  ihat  he  should  then  enjoy-  all  ihe  benefit  of 
his  powerful  aid.  It  was  the  State  from  which  that 
Senator  came,  and  his  own  native  Slate,  that  first 
settled  its  lands  under  the  system  of  free  occupation 
of  the  public  lands.  Tbcy  came  first  into  tbe 
great  wilderness;  their  fathers  had  had  the  brunt 
to  bear;  and  Mr.  L.  hoped  one  day  to  see  a 
noble  monument  erected,  if  not  to  these  bold 
and  enterprising  men,  at  least  to  the  noble-souled 
WOMEN  who  bad  folio  'cd  their  husbands  into  the 
wilderness,  and  shared  their  toils  and  dangers. 
Cheated  they  had  been,  and  wronged  in  every  prac- 
ticable wav,  by  the  petty  county  court  lawyers  and 
other  reptiles  who  were  ever  found  haunting  tbe 
precincts  of  a  coari;  and  now,  to  this  hour,  they 
were  pursued  by  tbe  same  class  of  wretches— heart- 
less speculators— who  were  every  « here  prowling 
along  our  frontier,  bnt  who  were  not  permitted  by 
public  opinion  to  wrong  them.  These  advaneieg 
pioneers  were  made  of  stuff  which  presented  a  tre- 
mendous battery  for  the  protection  of  the  secondary 
class  which  followed  in  their  footsteps.  They  hew- 
ed down  the  timber,  they  subdned  and  extermi. 
naled  the  beasts  of  prey;  they  discovered  and  de- 
veloped the  natural  resources  of  the  country;  Ihey 
compelled  the  roving  Indian  te  recede  and  seek 
more  distant  huntini^roandB;  ihsy  added  to  tb« 
naiienal  wealth:  and  wouM  gentlemen  forego  ad- 
vantages like  these  for  the  sake  of  making  some 
five  or  six  cents  more  an  acre  for  the-pnblic  lands? 
Why  shoukl  not  a  pre-emption  bill  be  prospective 
as  well  as  retrospective?  If  such  a  law  was  fit 
and  right  to  cure  a  wound  after  it  had  been  made, 
why  not  adopt  a  measure  which  should  cause-there 
to  be  no  wound?  Illegal  combinations  of  citizens 
for  mutual  support  against  pre-emption  restrictions 
which  they  deemed  oppressive  there,  would  always 
be  on  the  frontirr.  An  army  of  30,000  would  be 
vain  to  suppress  them.  Why  not  supersede  tbe 
cause  and  the  temptation? 

A«  to  adistribaiion  of  ihe  proceeds  of  the  public 
domain  among  the  Stales,  he  would  give  it  herh  as 
hi<  opinion  that,  should  such  a  measure  evN'  pre- 
vail, the  inevitable  wonId  be  ibat  the  land*  would 
be  held  dp  from  sale  from  year  to  year,  until  (as 
he  had  heard  suggested  by  an  honorable  Senator 
once  on  (bat  floor)  their  value  reached  ^0  an  acre. 
He  greatly  regretted  that,  by  unwise  and  mistaken 
legislation,  men  should  be  strongly,  irresistibly 
tempted,  nay,  compelled,  to  evade  the  law,  and, 
still  more,  the  attempt  to  enforce  such  law  by  the 
armed  troops  of  the  United  Slates.  Shoalda  con- 
test of  that  miserable  character  ever  lake  place,  no 
man  who  knew  the  people  of  the  West  conld  doubt 
for  a  moment  how  it  most  terminate. 

The  bill  having  been  ordered  to  be  prinlad,  to- 
gether with  all  the  amendnunts  hitherto  adopted, 

Toe  Senate  adjourned. 

TooRSDAV,  January  7, 1841. 

The  order  of  tbe  day  being  thq^ill  to  eatabliah  a 
permanent  prospective  pre-emption  system  in  favor 
of  settlers  on  the  public  lands  who  shall  inhabit' 
and  cultivate  the  same,  and  raise  a  log  cabin 
thereon;  and  the  question  being  on  the  following 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Prentisi  of  Vermont, 
as  a  sub.^titnte  for  the  whole  bill: 

"Str.ke  out  all  after  the  enacting  clanse,  and  in- 
sert the  following:  That  every  actual  settler  on  any 
of  the  public  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has 
been  extinguished,  exceptsuch  as  are  hereinafter  re- 
served, being  the  head  of  a  family,  or  over  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  who  was  in  possession  and  a 
honsekeeper,  by  personal  residence  thereon,  at  iha 
time  of  tbe  passing  of  this  act  and  for  four  months 
next  preceding,  shall  be  entitled  ts  a  pre-emption  in 
the  purchase  uf  tbe  land  so  settled  upon,  not  e^-  . 
ceedmg  one  quarter-section,  at  the  mioimnm  price 
nqw  est4bU»bed  by  law." 
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Pre-emplion  Law — Mr.  Huntingdon. 

Senate. 

BIi.  HUNTINQTON  addressed  ibe  Senate,  in 
aalxune*,  as  follows: 

It  is  no  part  of  my  pnsent  porpose  to  difcass,  at 
mneb  leagtb,  the  general  subject  of  ibe  pre-emp- 
tioA.  laws  of  the  United  Suites.  Th«fe  are  two 
iMipiM  wblch  deter  ma  from  sncb  a  discofsion. 
One  is,  that  ibe  indieatioDs  are  quite  apparent  that 
a  aiajoiitjr  of  Uie  Senate  will  snstain  the  policy  of 
1hM|  laws  in  some  form;  and  the  otbrr  is,  that  ihe 
MBjeot  bastbeea  so  often  and  so  recently  the  topic 
of  {debate  here,  that  it  cannot  be  expected  that 
mash,  if  any  thing,  which  is  new  or  important,  ap- 
pertainiBf  to  it,  can  be  sogxested.  I  with,  how- 
•fart  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate— of  the 
ftienitsas  wellas  of  the  opponents  of  pre-emption 
laws — to  Ibe  pecaliar,  and,  I  think,  extraordinary 
proriaions  contained  in  the  bill  before  at;  provi* 
•ioBS  which,  when  undentood,  1  cannot  beliere 
will  be  adopted  by  this  body. 

That  this  bill,  in  its  present  shape,  is  an  exten- 
■ion  of  Ihe  pre-emption  system;  that  it  introdnees 
■ew  principles,  gives  greater  facilities,  and  holds 
ont  new  enoonragemeDts  to  settlers  on  the  public 
lands,  is  not  denied.  Indeed,  the  latter  object  is 
apparent  on  the  face  of  the  bill,  and  avowed  in  de- 
bate. That  it  will,  in  effect,  produce  an  entire  re- 
▼olalion  in  our  whole  system  telatiog  to  the  public 
land^  that  it  is  unjast  to  the  States  collectiTely, 
and  impolilie,  inexpedient,  and  fraught  wiih  serious 
mischief^  I  have  no  doubt;  and  I  propose  to  exa- 
niaa  the  several  sections  of  the  bill  with  the  view 
of  sustaining  the  opinion  just  expressed. 

The  bill  is  prospective  in  its  operation.  It  does 
aotlook  merely  to  the  advantage  and  secarity  of 
dMScnler,  who  has  already  gone  on  the  pnblic  lands, 
in  good  £iiih,  and  made  his  improvrments,  and 
wh»  is  still  there,  with  the  iateniion  of  becoming  a 
permanent  resident,  and  a  citizen  of  the  Slate 
whan  be  has  settled.  In  this  respect  it  differs  from 
former  pre-emption  laws.  They  were  intended  to 
Itiva  the  indastrioos  and  enierprisiog  settler  the 
frolt  of  bis  labor  and  industry,  already  bestowed 
ap<n  ihe  public  lands,  by  allowing  him  the  privi- 
MCe  «f  pre-emption.  The  act  of  1838  confined  its 
benafilt  to  the  actual  settler  of  these  lands,  who 
was  ia  poasession,  by  personal  residence  on  the 
land,  at  the  lime  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  for 
four  months  next  preceding.  Security,  in  the  form 
of  pre-emption,  for  settlements  and  improvements 
already  made,  was  the  design  of  that  and  the  pre- 
fioas  acts.  This  bill  provides  for  a  new  class  of 
aetUes*.  It  holds  out  encouragements  to  enter  upon 
die  publie  lands  without  right  or  title.  It  declares 
that  Ihe  persons  described  in  it  "who  shall  make  a 
settlement,"  Ac  shall  be  entitled  to  a  priority  in 
diepanhase.  It  invites  to  unlawful  entries  upon 
the  public  domain.  It  offers  iaduceaents  to  com- 
mit trespasses  upon  the  property  of  the  nation. .  It 
■a^  to  the  settler,  io  advance,  that  he  shall  b«  ss- 
etuiad  Jn  the  pre-emptioB  right  to  lands  to  which  he 
has  aot  the  shadow  of  a  leaal  or  eqoitable  claim,  if 
h«  wiH  anier  upon  them.  It  is  a  proclamation  by 
Ihe  Coagftas  of  the  United  States,  proposing  not 
madj  protection  to  those  who  are  already  settlers, 
bat  eentaining  an  invitation  to  the  people  of  all 
nations' 10  become  intruders  upon  the  public  lands, 
aad^Aring  to  secure  them  in  the  eajoymeni  of 
the  fruits  of  their  trespass.  Why  should  there  be 
aaeh  a  departure  from  the  principle  adopted  in  for- 
laer  pre-emption  laws?  Why  should  the  legisla- 
tiOB  Of  Congress  be  invoked  to  encoursge  violations 
of  ilslawa^nnlawfnl  entries  upon,  and  continued 
petaession  of  its  property?  Why  should  a  general 
leqMtt  be  made  to  settle  down  upon  the  best  of  the 
landa  of  the  United  States.  Has  a  law  holding 
on)  sack  iadoeements  the  ibanction  of  any  jnst  or 
equitable  principlel  Or  can  it  be  defended  on  the 
ground  of  general  expediency  or  public  polieyl 

But  to  whom  is  this  invitation  given?  Who  are 
tote  tte  ejects  of  the  bounty  of  the  Ctovemmenr? 
Who  may  claim  the  benefit  of  this  pre-emption 
la«9  The  answer  to  these  questions  may  be  given 
1^  lookfaig  to  the  personal  qaalifiealioni  required 
of  the  aetUer,  and  the  acts  which  it  is  necessary  for 
Uu  to  perform.  By  the  law  of  1838,  he  must  be 
tha  head  of  a  family,  or  over  twenty-one  years  of 
ag^  and  a  housekeeper.  He  must  be  an  actual 
aettlar;  in  poaaession  by  penonal  residence.  By  the 
jpnpossd  act,  die  settler  must  be  a  white  person, 


the  head  of  a  family,  or  a  widow,  or  a  single  man 
over  the  age  of  eigbteen  years;  he  must  make  a 
settlement,  inhabit  and  improve  the  land,  and  raise 
a  log  cabin  or  other  dwelling  thereon.  To  all  such, 
from  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  whether  aliens  or 
ciiizen?,  and  without  reference  to  character;  whe« 
ther  they  owe  allegiance  to  this  or  some  other 
country;  whether  favorably  disposed  or  h'  stile  to 
our  free  uisiitotioni;  whether  good  or  bad  inhabi- 
tants; to  all,  indiscriminately,  is  the  invitation 
given  to  become  freeholders  and  owners  of  real 
estate  in  this  conntry.  Is  it  dfsiratle  that  such  an 
unlimited  offer  should  be  made?  Is  it  good  policy 
to  encourage  every  description  of  persons  to  b<^' 
come  proprietors  of  oar  soil,  and  to  remain  such 
(when  aliens)  as  long  as  ibey  please  to  roatinue 
the  aubjects  of  a  foreign  power?  Does  this  com- 
port with  that  policy  which  seeks  to  perpetuate  Out 
free  institutions?  or  with  tbat  wisdom  which  would 
encoursge  only  Ihe  honest,  the  virtuous,  the  indns- 
trions,  to  become  owners  of  lands  in  tbe  nation? 
But  this  bill  is  not  confined,  as  was  the  act  of  1836, 
to  heads  of  families  and  adolts.  It  allows  widows, 
and  single  men  over  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  to 
participate  in  its  benefits.  It  Invites  the  yonth  of 
eighteen,  who  is  under  parental  care  anl  authority, 
whose  duties  to  bis  parents  have  noteeased,  and  who 
is  legally  incompetent  to  make  valid  contracts,  (ex- 
cept in  a  few  cases,)  to  became  a  »euler  on  Ihe 
public  land^;  to  leave  the  service  and  protection  of 
hij  father,  and  select  for  himself  a  portion  of  the 
pnblic  property,  and  obtain  a  pre-emption  right  in 
lU  Can  such  a  teparation  of  parent  and  child  be 
deemed  expedient?  Ought  encouragement  to  be 
given  to  such  a  class  of  settlers? 

Sscb  are  the  personal  qualifications  of  Ihe  set- 
tler required  by  this  act.  I  will  now  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  the  acts  to  be  done  by  him  to 
secure  to  him  its  privileges.  It  is  only  necessary 
that  he  should  "make  a  settlement,"  "inhabit  and 
improve"  tbe  land,  "and  raise  a  log  cabin  or  other 
dweltinK  thereon."  This  laaguage  is  very  indefi- 
nite. No  clear,  precise  meaning  is  given  to  the 
words  settlement,  inhabitancy,  improvement,  log 
cabin,  or  other  dwelling.  It  is  certainly  open  to 
the  construction,  even  if  it  will  admit  of  any  other, 
that  the  slightest  improvement,  the  frailest  tene- 
ment, the  shortest  occupancy,  will  suffice.  The 
bill  does  not  provide  what  shall  be  the  nature  or 
the  extent  of  the  improvement,  what  the  dwelling, 
or  how  long  it  shall  be  inhabited,  to  confer  the  pri- 
vileges sfcared  by  it.  Tbe  occupant  may  improve 
a  toot  of  the  land — may  cat  down  a  single  tree — 
clear  away  a  few  bushes — build  a  rod  of  fence — 
erect  the  slightest  possible  dwelling,  not  larger  than 
is  sufficient  to  contain  his  person— remain  on  the 
land  for  a  short  time  only — entering  upon  it  with 
tbe  rising  sun,  and  departing  from  it  when  it  sets, 
and  then  claim  the  benefit  of  pre-emption.  He  is 
not,  by  the  words  of  the  act,  required  to  make  a 
bona  fide  settlement  and  improvement.  Wholly 
different  was  the  law  of  1838  in  this  respect.  That 
provided  tbat  th«  settler  should  evince  the  hone»Iy 
of  his  purpose,  the  sincerity  of  his  act  of  settlement, 
tbe  bona  fiia  of  his  intention,  by  bis  being  either 
the  bead  of  a  family,  or  over  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  and  also  a  honsekeeper,  by  personally  residing 
on  the  land  at  the  time,  and  at  least  fonr  moathl 
next  preceding  the  passage  of  the  act.  This  fur- 
nished some  secarity  that  his  design  was  not  specu- 
lation in  the  public  lands  for  bis  own  benefit,  or  for 
0  hers;  not  a  fraud  upon  th«  equity  of  the  pre-emp- 
tion law;  not  a  mere  nominal  improvement  of  the 
laud  and  a  temporary  settlement  upon  it.  Under 
that  law,  he  could  not  come  and  go  io  a  night; 
erect  a  building  which  would  perish  in  less  than  a 
week;  make  a  mere  show  of  residence  and  im- 
provement, and  then  claim  the  fre-emption.  He 
was  to  have  a  family,  or  be  over  twenty  one 
years  of  age;  a  housekeeper;  an  actual  settler, 
and  this  for  at  least  four  months,  and  down 
Io  the  passage  of  the  act.  If  this  is  somewhat 
indefinite,  it  is  much  less  so  than  the  proposed  act. 
It  provided  some  test  of  honesty  and  sincerity, 
and,  perhaps,  practically  famished,  ia  most  cases, 
adequate  aeenrity  that  tbe  settlement  was  made  in 
good  faith.  It  excluded  minors:  it  neither  broke 
itp,  nor  held  out  indneemenis  to  destroy,  the  rela- 
tioa  of  parent  and  child,  and  its  legal  eoaaequenoes. 


It  was  the  honsekeeper  only  for  whom  piovisioa 
was  made,  and  such  a  person,  it  would  be  expeeted, 
would  have  a  comfortable  dwelling,  and  the  time  of 
his  residence  was  reqaired  to  be  fonr  moatlis  at  least, 
thai  it  might  appear  tbat  be  was  not  a  mere  so- 
journer, but  tbat  bis  Rsidenec  was  intended  to  be 
permanent.  Tbe  bill  under  consideraiioa  oontaias 
no  such  salutary  provisions.  -  It  opens  a  wide  door 
to  fraudulent  settlements,  and  to  tbe  peiveraion  of 
that  equity  on  which,  it  is  alleged,  all  pre  eaptioa 
laws  rest,  and  by  reason  of  which  supposed  equiqr 
such  laws  have  fuund  advocates  and  uiendt.  What 
necessity  exists  for  this  unusaally  loose  legiriatioo? 
Why  should  eneouragemrot  be  given  to  irauduleai 
settlers?  What  reason  can  be  urged  sufficient  to 
justify  a  law  which,  in  its  operation,  will  benefit 
mainly  Ae  speculator  and  rich  man?  Why  shoaM 
those  who  wish  to  force,  more  rapidly  than  hereto* 
fore,  tbe  settlement  of  the  new  States,  and  to  iaip 
crease,  in  a  still  greater  ratio,  their  numbers,  ea«a> 
tenance  a  project  which,  so  far  from  securing  to 
them  an  industrious  acd  permanent  population, 
holds  ont  inducements  mainly  te  suchas  have  no 
intention  Io  become  citizens  and  resideaw,  but  to 
use  Ibe  law  for  the  purposes  of  speculitioB;  and  to 
add  to  their  already  overgrown  wealth? 

The  Senate  will  thus  perceive  wha  are  the  special 
objects  of  tbe  bounty  of  tbe  Government,  aikd  what 
acts  are  required  of  them  to  entitle  them  to  reeeive 
it.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  class  is  exceedingly  nu- 
merous, and  little  else  than  what  is  tantajnouttt  to  a 
demand  of  the  boon  is  required  as  a  jireliaiinaTy  lo 
its  receipt.  Bat  of  whtt  land  is  tbe  settler  entitled 
to  the  pre-emption?  To  what  portions  of  the  pub- 
lic land  is  he  confined?  It  would  seem  reasonable 
that  his  right  should  extend,  in  ordinary  eases,  oaly 
to  that  quarter  lection  on  which  be  has  settled; 
for  his  equity  arises  ont  of  the  fact  that  he  has 
settled  upon  and  improved  the  !and,  and  tibere  erectr 
ed  his  dwelliag.  The  law  of  pre-emption  is  fonad- 
ed  on  the  assumed  principle  tbat  it  would  be 
unjust  to  take  from  an  honest  and  meiitorions 
sniler  the  fruits  of  his  industry.  To  pioiect  him, 
therefore,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  product  of  his 
labor  is  the  design  of  the  law,  which  gives  him 
priority  in  the  purchase.  He  abouki,  of  ooncpe, 
unless  strong  reasons  exist  for  an  exoq>tioa  ia  par- 
ticular cases,  be  restricted  in  the  rij|;bt  to  the  pro- 
perty on  which  thai  labor  has  been  bestowed.  And 
such  was  the  law  of  1838.  Bat  in  tlie  provistoiM 
of  this  bill  no  such  restriction  is  found.  The  set- 
tler is  entitled  "to  a  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of 
a  quantity  of  the  public  land  not  exceeding  one 
quarter  section,  in  legal  subdivisions,"  &&  He 
need  not  confine  himself  to  any  portion  of  that  on 
which  he  has  made  a  settlement,  provided  he  can 
find  any  public  land,  in  any  State  or  Territory, 
which  is  open  to  pre-emption.  He  may  traverse 
the  whole  Western  country,  select  th«  best  qiuu;- 
ter  section  be  can  find,  which  is  not  pre-eccupied 
or  reserved,  and  is  tbe  subject  of  pre-emptioa,  and, 
under  color  and  by  virtue  of  his  aettleatent  on 
other  land,  claim  the  pre-emption  right  Nor  it 
he  expressly  limited  in  bis  selection  to  public 
lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguish- 
ed, or  whieb  have  beensurveyed.  If  no  survey  of 
it  has  been  made,  and  perhaps  if  thd  Indian  title  ia 
still  outstanding,  he  may  settle  upon  it.  Tbe  bill 
provides  that  the  settler  "who  shall  make  a  settle- 
ment on  any  of  Ihe  public  lands  to  which  the  In- 
dian title  has  been  or  shall  be  extiogoished,whetber 
the  same  be  surveyed  not,''  &hall  be  entitled,  dke- 
The  language  is  not,  (as  it  should  be,)  to  which 
tbe  Indian  title  shall  have  been  extingn'ished  at  Ibe 
time  of  such  settlement.  This  would  confine  him 
to  such  lands.  And  this  was  the  law  of  1838.  It 
declared  that  no  right  of  pre-emption  abould  ac- 
crue to  any  person  or  persons  in  cooseqnenoe  of 
any  settlement  or  improvement  made  before  Ihe 
extingni^ment  qf  the  Indian  title  to  the  land  on 
which  such  settlement  or  improvemeat  was  made. 
And  the  policy  aad  justice  of  such  a  liatitatwa  is 
too  obvious  to  require  arxuoient.  It  canaot  be 
thought  expedient  to  confer  on  these  settlers  or  in- 
truders Ihe  privilege  of  going  upon  your  choicest 
lands,  which  are  not  subject  to  sale,  and  preoeeu- 
pying  tbe  best  qaarter  sections,  and  thus  acquiring 
the  right  of  pre  emption.  But  this  bill  may  be  so 
construed  as  to  give  this  privilege,  provided  iha  la- 
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dian  lille  dull  be  extiBgaisfaed  at  any  time  daring 
the  eoDtiaaance  of  the  pre-emption  right. 

Thii  bill  confers  other  benefits  than  those  which 
have  been  mentioned.  It  give?  the  settler  liberty 
to  make  bis  improTemeni  and  stttleiDent  on  dif- 
ferent quarter  sections,  and  in  soch  case  allows 
him  to  "make  choice  of  the  qaarter  be  will  take,, 
or  take  parts  of  each  in  legal  subdivisioDS,'*'if  not 
prqadicial  to  the  rights  of  oih<^.  What  a  power 
ia  here  given !  and  what  opporianity  isafforded  to 
glain  priority  in.  the  purchase  of  the  best  of  the 
pnblie  lands  !  The  .<:ettier  may,  if  he  please,  erect 
his  dwelling  on  different  qaarter  section!).  He 
nay  select  those  which  are  parlica'arly  valnable 
in  qnaljiy,  or  which  possess  important  water  pri- 
yileges  or  other  advantages.  They  may  beconti- 
gooQs  to  each  other  in  diSerent  qaarter  sections. 
And  when  the  period  arrives  that  bis  pre  emption 
right  ia  to  be  perfected,  he  may  select  an  entire 
qnarter  section,  or  parts  of  each,  shut  ont  all  other 
daring  the  time  allowed  bim  to  make  the  parchases, 
and  thos  gain  priority  ;s  to  one  entire  quarter 
aection,  or  to  portions  ef  two,  at  his  election.  Can 
any  gord  reason  be  given  for  snch  a  license  as 
this?  Wby  dionld  he  be  allowed  to  ieltle  on  ad- 
joining qaarter  section.",  and  then  avail  himself  of 
thepecnliar  privileges  of  both,  to  the  exclosion 
of  .other  e<qaaUy  meritorioas  settlers? 
_  This  bill  also  gives,  in  one  event,  the  pre-emp- 
tion in  more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
For  although,  in  (he  first  section,  it  provides  that 
the  settler  shall  be  limi'ed  to  a  quantity  not  ex- 
cpeding  "one  qaarter  section,  in  legal  subdivi- 
sions," it  declares,  in  the  4th  section,  that  where 
this  quantity  cannot  be  had  entire,  the  entries  may 
be  made  in  tracts  of  eighty  acre;,  or  forty  acres,  or 
fnetioBs;  and  wfaea  the  fraction  shall  be  more 
than  the  quantity  required  to  complete  the  pre- 
emption, the  excess  shall  be  paid  for,  and  the  pre- 
emption right  shall  extend  to  the  whole  fraction. 
It  will  beaaenthat  there  is  no  prohibition  to  set- 
Iliac  on  A  tract,  where  the  quantity  qanaot  be  had 
eaore;  and  of  coarse  nothing  to  pievent,  in  snch 
eases,  ah  entry  in  fractions;  and,  incase  of  excess, 
a  right  to  more  than  a  quarter  aection.  It  woald 
be  difficalt  to  assign  a  saiisfaetury  reason  for  con- 
ferring raeh  a  privilege. 

Another  nnnsual,  unnecessary,  and  moi^t  extra- 
orAinary  privilege  is  conferred  by  this  bill  on  the 
settlers  on  the  public  lands.  By  the  law  of  1838, 
it  was  enacted  that  where  more  than  one  person 
bad  settled  upon  any  one  quarter  section,  each 
should  have  an  equal  share  in  it,  but  sbou'd  have 
no  chum  to  any  other  land  by  virtue  of  that  act. 
The  policy  of  this  provision  is  qaiie  obvious:  Its 
justice  is  equally  apparent.  Byibe  present  bill,  if 
two  or  more  persons  shall  have  settled  on  the  same 
qxiarter  section,  it  shall  be  divided  between  them, 
and  the  deficiency  made  up  to  each  out  of  the  con- 
tignons  vacant  ground,  excluding,  however,  from 
the  benefit  of  this  provision,  a  wilfal  intruJer  on 
the  known  claim  of  another.  Ii  will  be  seen  that 
the  pre-emption  right  to  what  it  equivalent  to  a 
whole  quarter  section  attaches  in  favor  of  each  set- 
tler, where  there  is  more  than  one,  on  the  same 
qaarter  section;  and  it  is  to  be  remembered  that 
there  is  no  prohibition  to  an  amicable  settlement 
and  improvement,  by  two  or  more,  of  the  Mote. 
1  now  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  conre- 
qwnces  which  may  follow  from  the  adoption  of 
this  provision,.e.<pecially  when  taken  in  connection 
with  other  provisions  to  which  I  hive  adverted 
Any  number  of  mdividuals  may  associate  to  im- 
ptove  the  same  quarter  section.  The  head  of  a 
family  who  has  several  sons  over  eighteen  yars  of 
aga  may  put  them  on  such  a  stetion,  and  ob  nia  for 
binself,  through  them,  or  they  may  obtain  for 
themselves,  each,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
Combinatittns  of  persons,  in  any  numbers,  may  be 
formed,  for  the  very  ptirpose  of  acquiring  the  prior 
right  of  purchase  of  this  quantity.  Hundreds  may 
associate  from  every  nati'in  upon  earth,  enter  upon 
the  same  quarter  section,  erect  a  building  just  suf- 
ficient to  hold  their  persons,  improve  the  smaUesi 
pbrtion  of  the  land,  and  for  the  shortest  time,  and 
then  each  has  a  lawful  claim  to  what  is  equal  to  a 
qnuter  section.  This  would  indeed  give  an  in- 
choate right  to  a  rery  large  quantity  of  the  public 
l«Bds.    It  woqid  spread  over  immense  tracts  ef 


the  national  domain  the  beneficial  lien  of  preemp- 
tion. It  would  lock  itnp  from  the  enterprise  of 
others.  It  would  seenre  i>,  for  a  limited  period,  from 
the  claims  of  all  others.  It  might,  if  cariied  toils 
extreme  Umits,bind  moit  of  the  valuable  lands  of  the 
IS.  Slates,  which  are  subject  to  (he  operation  of  the 
bill,  with  the  stioDg  cord  of  ptte-emption,  and  which 
no  law  could  break.  And  will  the  Senate  adopt  a 
measure  producing  such  result*?  Will  they  open 
the  public  lands  to  adventurers  of  any  and  every 
cfaaracA'  from  every  poriion  of  the  world,  and  al- 
low tbem  to  nniie  ia  making  a  fraudulent  settle- 
ment, and  obtain,  as  the  fruits  of  it,  a  qaarter  sec- 
tion for  each?  Do  our  Western  friends  desire  such 
privileges  to  be  given,  indissriminalely,  to  those 
who  choose  ta  avail  themselves  of  tbem?  W  ill  this 
give  to  the  new  States  a  healthy,  sound,  indosirions, 
and  permanent  population?  It  this  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poor  man  who  seeks  a  home  in  the  Far 
West,  builds  bis  log  cabin,  improves  the  ground, 
and  in  good  faith  iniends  to  become  a  permanent 
settler? 

This  bill  is  open,  however,  to  objections  even  of 
a  more  serious  and  important  characMr  than  any 
which  have  been  mentioned.  It  may  be  donbted 
whether  the  exemption  from  the  aperation  of  the 
bill  of  lands  "reserved  and  appropriated,"  is  suffi- 
cienllyexplicii  and  comprehensive  to  reach  portions 
of  the  public  lands  which  ought  not  to  be  subjrct  to 
its  provisions'.  I  mean  such  reseivations  to  Indians 
by  treaty  stipulations  as  have  been  sicce  purchased 
of  them  by  the  United  Slates,  and  which,  I  am  in- 
formed, embrace  some  of  the  most  valuable  of  our 
lands.  Whether  all  these  hinds  are  reserved  from 
sale  by  act  of  Congress,  or  by  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent, or  have  been  appropriated  for  some  purpose,  I 
do  not  know.  I  invite  the  attention  of  Senators 
who  are  better  acquainted  with  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject Ihan  I  am,  to  this  provision  in  the  bill. . 

The  bill  doe;  not  in  fact  afford,  nor  does  it  even 
prefer  to  aflTord,  any  Fecnrity  against  settlements 
m;de  for  the  sole  purpore  of  benefiting  speculators 
and  rich  men.  While  its  passage  is  urged  as  be- 
ing a  reasonable  and  just  provision  for  bona  fide 
settlers — as  encouraging  the  growth  and  prosperity 
of  the  new  Sla'es,  and  tiius  beneficial  to  Ibe  whole 
Union— its  provisions  are  not  confined  to  snch 
persons,  norso  drawn  as  lo  produce  snch  lesalts. 
-If  it  should  become  a  law,  tettlers  on  the  public 
lands  may  avail  themselves  of  it  without  any  in- 
tention of  becomiug  permanent  residents.  Specu- 
lators and  men  of  wealth  may  employ  any  number 
of  persons  to  go  upon  these  land.",  who  shall  have 
the  qualifications  and  perform  the  acts  required  by 
the  bill,  and  obtain  all  the  benefits  of  the  pre-emp- 
tion system.  Mere  Intruders  and  rich  men,  ci'i- 
zens  of  other  Stales,  may  combine  to  give  the  lat- 
ter the  privileges  intended  solely  for  the  former, 
and  the  pnblie  lands  thus  become  the  prey  of  the 
speculator  instead  of  being  the  home  of  the  indus- 
trious settler.  No  questions  ate  asked  as  lo  the  in- 
tention and  motives  wih  which  a  settlement  is 
made;  no  inquiry  is  to  be  inslitu'ed  with  reference 
to  the  question  whether  the  seitier  goes  upon  the 
land  lor  his  own  benefit  or  for  the  benefit 
of  another.  If  he  is  embraced  by  the  descrip- 
tion in  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  the  right 
of  preemption  attaches,  although  he  declares 
that  his  residence  is  intended  to  be  tempora- 
ry, and  to  enab'e  another  lo  enjoy  ibe  benefits 
of  the  act  through  such  a  fcitlement.  Will  the 
Senate  adopt  such  a  pnnciple  in  any  pre-emption 
law?  Will  i's  incorp«ra>ioa  into  our  land  system 
increase  the  wealth,  the  population,  the  resources 
of  any  of  the  new  Statet?  Will  it  be  just  to  honest 
settlers,  or  to  the  States  collect! vel)  7  The  framers 
of  the  act  of  1838  provided  against  the  mischief  to 
which  I  have  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 
That  act  required  of  the  perron  claiming  the 
benefit  of  ii,  to  make  oath  that  be  entered  up- 
on the  land  which  he  claimed  in  bis  own  right 
and  exclusively  for  his  own  use  and  benefit; 
that  he  had  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  made  any 
agreement  or  contract  in  any  way  or  manner  with 
any  person  or  persons  by  which  the  title  he  might 
acquire  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
should  inure  lo  the  use  or  benefit  of  any  one  ex- 
cept himself,  or  to  convey  or  transfer  the  land  or 
title  to  any  other  peison  or  persons  at  any  snbse- 


qneot  time;  making  false  swearing  in  il^e  prMttisa* 
perjury,  and  working  a  forfeitore  of  the  money 
paid  for  the  land;  and  declaring  all  grants  or  eon> 
veyances  made  in  pnisaanoe  of  any  snch  agres* 
mem  or  contract  void,  exi^pt  in  the  handi  of  a 
purchaser  in  good  faith,  for  a  valuable  considam- 
lion,  without  notice.  Such  was  the  gnard  duDwn 
around  the  Oovemmeni  and  honest  setilera,  to  pro- 
tect both  against  frandulent  settlemenla.  No  sndi 
protection,  nor  any  other,  is  afforded %y  lUsWII. 
If  it  should  pass  in  its  present  form,  B«ttleu«nis 
may  be  made,  not  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  those 
who  make  them,  but  for  those  who  have  no  othn 
ioterest  in  the  land  thdn  to  make  gains  by  the  sal* 
of  it  at  an  advanced  price,  and  who  are  to  biB  n> 
couraged  in  such  speculations  by  being  invested  bj 
the  Goventtnent  of  the  United  States  with  tha 
privilrge  of  pre-emption.  Surely  such  log  cabin 
settlers  have  no  peculiar  claims  upon  the  bmih^  or 
to  the  favor  of  Congress. 

To  these  objections  lo  the  bill  is'  lo  be  added 
another.  Every  question  arising  nnder  this  act, 
both  of  law  and  of  fact,  touching  the  coastmetion 
of  this  law,  the  proof  of  settlement  and  im- 
provement, and  all  qaestions  in  relation  to  pre- 
impiion  claims,  or  between  claimants  to-  die 
same  quarter  section,  are  to'  be  settled,  tarn- 
marily  and  definitely,  hy  the  register  and  reeetfer 
of  the  disirici,  agreeably  to  the  roles  which  may  be 
prescribed  by  and  nnder  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Offloe.  No  judicial 
iribanal  is  to  hear  and  determine  these  qaeatfons. 
No  court  is  to,  construe  and  declare  the  law, 
and  no  jury  is  to  pass  upon  the  facts.  The  register 
and  receiver  are  to  proceed  summarily,  and  decide 
finally.  Ought  such  a  power  as  Ibis  to  he  Tsated 
where  this  bill  proposes  to  place  it?  And  oaf ht 
not  the  rules  vhich  are  to  govern  in  the  detetiniaa- 
tion  of  the  many  and  various  ]9oints  which  ivill 
necessarily  arise  under  snch  a  law,- to  beestaMiihed 
by  Congress?  At  least,  would  it  not  be  pmdent  to 
make  some  general  regulations,  which  wonld  reach 
most  of  the  cases  which  wonld  require  to  benttledl 
Or,  she  old  not  the  power  to  make  mies  on  the  aaN 
jrct  (if  given  to  any  Executive  officer)  be  vested 
directly  in  (he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whose 
department  the  administration  of  the  publte  limds 
belongs,  and  on  whom,  rather  than  on  any- other 
individual,  the  responsibility  of  passing  snehregn- 
lations  ou^t  to  rest? 

This  bill  also  provides  for  a  p«rm«ienf  pre-emp- 
tion system.  It  is  lo  continue  until  repealed  or 
modified  bv  farther  legislation.  It  is  not,  Uhe  the 
act  of  1838,  limited  to  two  years.  It  does  not  ex- 
pire by  its  own  limitation,  but  it  requires  the  action 
of  Congress  to  repeal  it,  if  it  should  be  aaeenained 
by  experience  to  be  productive  of  mischief.  Why 
should  we  abandon,  in  this  respect,  the  path  aiatked 
out  by  oar  predecessors?  Especially,  wby  shonld 
we  make  snch  a  bill  as  this,  containing  so  many 
novel  provisions,  and  which  is  a  new  and  nnttled 
experiffleat  iii  our  land  system,  permanent  as  well 
as  prospective? 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  President,  referred  briefly  to 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  now  under  consideration. 
It  is  a  bill  creating  a  prospective,  pre -emption  sys- 
tem; it  encourages  intrusions  upon  the  public  lands 
in  advan.:e,  and  holds  out  inducements  to  persons 
to  become  settlers  upon  the  public  domain  without 
right  and  against  law;  it  gives  the  pre-emption 
r  ght  to  minors  as  well  as  adults,  to  aliens  as  well  as 
ciiizsn^  to  the  subjects  of  a  foreign  prince,  owing 
bim  allegiance,  as  well  as  to  our  native  or  natura- 
lized citizens;  it  invitcj  all  such,  without  respect  of 
character  or  country,  to  become  proprietors  of  our 
soil;  it  require.*,  perb.ips,  only  the  form  and  shape 
of  a  dwelling  to  be  erected,  aq  improvement  of  a 
small  portion  of  the  land,  a  residence  of  a  few 
hours  only,  to  entitle  the  settler  lo  apriority  of  pur- 
chase; and  of  land  other  than  the  qaarter  sfctioa 
on  which  he  has  settled;  and  possibly  of  land  to 
which  the  Indian  title  may  not  have  been  extin- 
guished at  the  time  of  the  settlement;  it  gives  him 
the  important  privilege  of  selecting  portions  of  two 
quarter  sections  under  certain  circumstances,  and 
of  more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  speci- 
fied caws;  it  confiers  the  right  of  pre-emption  lo 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  each  one  of  any 
number,  however  great,  who  m«y  settle  on  di« 
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«»me  qoarter  neeiioDi  ii  i»  doubifol  «b«iher  Ttlaa> 
Me  lands  Ire  ezsmpted  from  iis  openKioD,  \o  which 
it  onght  not  to  apply;  it  affords  no  secarity  against 
frandolent  setttemenu,  bat  gires  to  the  individual 
^ho  sellles,  for  the  benefit  and  at  the  instigation  of 
the  speoalator  and  the  rich  man,  the  same  privi- 
k^s  which  are  conferred  on  the  bona  fide  se:tler, 
-  who  enters  solely  for  his  own  benefit,  and  excla- 
sirely  in  his  own  right;  it  refers  every  qae^tion  of 
law  and  Ihcl,  in  the  eonstmctiun  and  exeention  of 
the  law,  10  the  register  and  receiver,  to  be  decided 
snmmarily  and  finally  by  ihem,  under  mles  esta- 
blished by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office;  and  such  a  bill  as  this  is  to  be  made  a  per- 
manent law. 

If  it  should  become  a  law,  nnles*  I  greatly  mis- 
take, it  will  produce  some  or  all  of  thesfe  resalis: 

It  will  pperale  injariously  upon  the  inieresis  of 
the  iMnest  bona  fide  settler,  whom  alone  the  friends 
of  the  bill  seek  t«  protect. 

It  will  greatly  cnconrage  and  enrich  specnlatois 
and  rich  men. 

h  will  give  the  selection  of  the  best  lands  to 
those  who  have  no  interest  to  become  actual  resi- 
dents. 

Ii  will  eneonrag*  fraudolent  aominal  settlers. 

It  will  erentaally  abolish  the  sales  of  lands  at 
auction. 

It  will  convert  the  sjrstem  of  cash  sales  into  sales 
upon  credit.     * 

It  will  greatly  redooe  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands,  and  thus  unjustly  drprive  the  Union  ot  the 
full  Taloe  of  its  propeity. 

For  sach  a  bill  (even  were  I  in  favor  of  any 
pre-enmiiitn  law)  I  cannot  and  shall  not  vole.  And 
now,  Mr.  President,  having  adverted  to  the  promi- 
nent featiues  of  the  bill,  and  stated  my  objections 
'  to  its  provisions,  I  ha«e  only  to  add  that  I  shall 
vole  for  the  amendment  of  my  friend  from  Ver-  ' 
mont,  [Mr.  PaxNTiss,]  becaose  it  reaches  and  ob- 
viates some  of  these  objections;  and  when  that 
amendment  is  disposed  of,  I  shall  offer  other 
amendments,  with  tlie  view  of  carrying  out  more 
folly  the  design  and  object  which  those  who  are 
the  friends  of  this  bill  propone  to  accomplish  by 
its  passage,  viz.  the  eneonragement  of  honest  bona 
fide  setUen  on  the  public  lands,  by  giv^  them  a 
pre-emption  right  in  a  qaaiter  section  of  land  on 
which  they  have  settled. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 

Mr.  PaBsinxMT:  The  immediate  question  now  be- 
fore the  Senate  involves  the  ensire  rejection  of  this 
permanent  prospective  system,  and  the  sobsiitution 
of  the  proposition  submitted  by  the  Senator  from 
Yennont. 

I  am,  and  I  trust  ever  shall  be,  in  favor  of  the 
pie.«mptive  principle.  Is  is  just,  it  is  right  in  it- 
self, and  deserves  our  unqualified  support.  It  has 
long  commanded  the  co  operation  of  papular  feel- 
ing and  of  public  sentimeot.  Viewing  this  subject 
in  the  light  I  do,  I  should  be  faithless  to  my  trust, 
and  regudiess  of  my  public  dnty,  should  I  with- 
hold my  snpport  from  this  measure — fonnded,  as  I 
believe  it  to  be,  upon  the  great  piinciple  of  immn- 
table  justice — oalcnlated,  as  I  believe  it  to  be,  to  ad- 
vance the  best  interests  of  the  Confedersoy,  and  to 
secure  the  happiness,  the  confidence,  and  well  being 
of  the  settlers  ef  our  public  domain. 

The  immediate  question,  as  I  have  before  stated, 
befere  the  Senate,  is  the  preposi'ion  snbmitied  by 
the  Senator'  from  Vermont,  "To  strike  out  the 
whole  bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  to  substi- 
tute the  following:" 

"That  •reiT  aclnal  Hitler  on  any  of  th«  public  landa  to  which 
the  Indian  litfohas  Iwen  extiogalahad,  except  aueh  as  are  here- 
inaAar  reaerTed,  being  Uie  haml  of  a  (ainily,  or  over  twenty-one 
yaari  of  af  e,  who  waa  in  poaaeasion  and  a  houaelieeper,  bir 
peraenal  resMence  thereon,  at  the  time  of  the  paasina  of  ibia 
act,  and  for  four  months  next  preceding,  stiall  be  enililed  to  a 


pre-emption  in  tbr.  purchase  of  the  land  so  settled  upon,  not 
exceeding  onequarter  sodion,  at  Llie  minimum  price  now  esta- 
blished by  law." 

I  differ  with  the  honorable  Senator  who  has  just 
resumed  his  seat,  [Mr.  HtniTiKCTOK  ]  I  cannot  go 
along  wt^h  him  and  give  to  this  amendment  my 
support.  It  fails  to  ac(»>rapliih  the  object — it 
comes  short  of  the  pnrpose  /  hme  in  viv).  It  as- 
serts plainly  and  in  direct  terms  the  pre-emp- 
tive policy— «iid  so  far  it  meets  my  ap- 
probation— and  I  rejoice  to  find  the  hono- 
rable Senators  from  Vermont  and  Connecticut 
coming  in  aid  of  this  poHcy.    Heretofore,  a  ittro- 


spective  pre-emption  bill  has  experienced  much  op. 
p«sition  on  this  floor.  But  the  amendment  submit- 
ted by  my  friend  from  Vermont  is  a  surrender  of 
the  principle— a  yielding  up  of  alt  objection  to  the 
pre-emptive  policy.  The  oonise  pursned  by  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  augurs  well,  and  was  an  in- 
dication tbst  a  great  change  in  the  sentiment  of  the 
Senate  had  already  taken  place  in  relation  to  this 
snbjecL  Bat,  as  I  have  remarked,  it  does  not  go 
far  enough.  The  time  has  come  when  a  more  de- 
cided measure  should  be  adopted  by  Congress.  We 
have  seen,  and  we  mtist  know,  the  effects  which 
have  alreiuly  been  produced  by  the  course  hitherto 
pursued.  In  my  judgment,  we  should  now  go  far^ 
iher— we  should,  by  onr  positive  legislation,  en- 
courage the  settlement  of  our  public  domain.  We 
have  hitherto  protected  the  settlements  which  have 
taken  place.  We  have  heretofore  said  to  the  konafiii 
settler,  you  shall  not  be  disturbed  in  the  enjoyment  of 
your  right;  the  land  you  have  occupied — the  habi. 
tation  yon  have  erected — the  home  you  have  made 
for  yourself  and  family,  shall  be  exclusively  years. 
We  now  prepose  by  tbis  bill  to  invite,  to  encourage 
emigration,  and  to  induce  the  improvement  and 
settlement  of  our  public  land^.  Heretofore  we 
looked  back,  and  by  oar  legislation  protected  the 
honest  settler.  By  this  bill  we  say  to  the  emi- 
grant, go  forward,  and  yon  shall  be  sustained  in 
yonr  efforts  to  occupy,  improve,  and  honestly  to 
settle  such  a  portion  of  the  poblic  land  as  yon  may 
select,  not  exceeding  the  quantity  named  in  the  bill. 
This  constitutes  all  the  difference  between  the  bill 
as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
and  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Vermont.  They  both  contained  and  declared  the 
pre-emptive  ptiaciple.  They  both  encouraged 
and  sasiained  the  pre-emptive  policy. 

The  slightest  acqaaintanee  with  the  history  of 
our  legislation,  would  lead  to  the  conclusion,  that 
the  pre-emptive  policy  had  been,  for  a  long  period 
of  time,  the  policy  of  our  Qovemment.  For  more 
than  forty  years  we  have  recognised  this  principle. 
The  right  of  preempiion  was  secured  to  certain 
occupants  of  the  poblic  land  as  early  as  1799 — and 
to  each  bead  of  a  family  who  resided  upon  and 
•nliivated  a  portion  of  the  public  domain  prior  to 
36ih  March,  1804,  in  the  then  Territory  of  Michigan, 
the  right  of  preemption  to  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  was  expressly  provided  by  the  legislation  of 
Congress.  By  the  act  of  3d  March,  1819,  any 
person  who  had  settled  en  and  improved  any  of 
the  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri  reserved 
fer  schools,  before  the  lands  were  actually  sur- 
veyed, shall  have  a  righ'.  of  pre-emption  there- 
to. And  so  it  was  in  the  land  districts  in  the 
other  Territories  of  the  United  Slates.  It  will  be 
perceived  that  a  pre-emption  right  at  least  to  one 
quarter  section  was  secured  to  every  cultivator  and 
banafidt  occupant  of  the  public  land,  whether  the 
same  had  been  offered  at  public  sate  or  not.  By 
the  act  of  the  39th  of  May.  1830— an  act  which 
was  passed  within  the  firt  t  aession  of  Congress  un- 
der the  late  Administration — the  pre-emptive  poli- 
cy is  clearly  and  distinctly  declared.  It  is  true 
that  by  the  terms  of  that  act  its  operation  was  ex* 
closively  of  a  retrospective  character.  It  bow- 
ever  asicrted  that  those  who  had  wiih  good  faith 
taken  up  portions  of  the  public  land,  and  had  so  oc- 
c  ipied  and  so  improved  them  for  a  prescribed  pe- 
riod of  time,  as  to  induce  Jhe  belief  that  they  de- 
signed to  make  permanent  settlements  thereon, 
were  protected,  and  justly  protected  in  their  rights. 

This  was  the  leading  provision  of  the  act  of  May, 
1^30.  True  it  is,  that  act  expired  by  its  own  limi- 
tation in  a  single  year.  Bat  there  was  no  occa^ion 
for  its  longei  dnration.  Its  object  was  to  protect 
settlements  tvhich  bad  prevtonsly  taken  place; 
and  those  whom  it  was  intended  to  benefit,  were 
reqaired  to  prove  their  pre-emption  claim  within 
the  period  to  which  the  act  itself  was  -limited. 
Bat  in  that  net  you  cannot  fail  to  discover  the  dis- 
position of  the  Government  to  snstain,  and  to  pro- 
tect the  actual  settler  upon  the  public  land.  The 
feeling  and  the  sentiment  of  the  people  evinced  by 
that  act  of  their  public  servants  was  distinctly  ma- 
nifested. _The  adventurous  pioneer — the  honest 
ocsupant'of  the  public  land — the  man  who  had 
made  far  himself  and  his  family  a  home  in  the 
wilde(itess  of  the  West,  was,  by  the  act  of  Blay, 


1830,  defended  and  sustained.  I  cannot  bat  con- 
dder  the  question  then  as  settled — the  policy  esta- 
blished— and  the  right  to  f  re-emption  admitted. 

Sir,  would  Congress  at  this  day  refuse  to  re-enact 
the  provisions  cf  the  law  of  18301  Wouhl  they 
dare  refase  protection  to  the  honest  settler  of  the 
lands.  No,  sir,  no.  The  amendment  sabtnitliMl 
by  the  Senator  from  Vermont  showi  what  are  bii 
feelings,  and  it  shews  full  well  what  is  the  state  of 
popular  sentiment  touching  this  subject.  Mr. 
President,  you  cannot  stay  the  march  of  the  pio- 
neer—yon cannot  stop  the  progress  of  the  aetaal 
settlement  of  the  public  lands  by  any  enaetments 
of  Congress.  The  Senator  from  Misaoori,  [Mr. 
Liita]  in  an  able  and  eloquent  speech,  has  portrayed 
the  frnitlessneas  and  folly  of  every  attempt  on 
the  part  of  Congress  to  check  the  march  of  the 
intrepid  and  bona  Jidt  explorer  of  the  wilderness 
of  the  West  for  a  permanent  home.  He 
has  said,  and  has  said  most  truly,  that  yon 
cannot  prevent,  with  all  the  force  at  your 
command,  the  oecnpaion  of  the  public  domain 
by  ifaote  who  wi^h  to  make  permanent  locations. 
He  h2if,  in  a  masterly  manner,  given  us  bis  views 
upon  the  general  policy  of  pre-emption  laws.  I 
would  not  weaken  his  argument  by  any  attempt  of  my 
own  to  illustrate  that  policy.  I  fnlly  and  sineeicly 
concur  with  him  in  tbe  sentiments  exprested  by 
him  on  yesterday.  It  may,  however,  be  well  to 
follow  np  the  legislation  of  Congreis  a  little  fnoker 
inrela'ion  to  this  matter,  as  toing  to  show  with 
what  care,  and  with  what  interest,  Congrers  has 
watched  over.tbe  rights  of  the  actual  settlars  of  the 
public  lands.    In  1834,  it  was  expressly  provided, 

"That  all  persons  rsatdiog  on  'Jie  public  lands,  and  coUrsi- 
ing  the  same,  prior  to  tlie  year  eignlaeo  hundred  and  iwcuy- 
niae,  and  who  wore  deprtred  of  the  adranugas  of  die  law 
passed  on  theiSthHay,  1830,  hy  the  conatniciioos  plaosd  •■ 
said  law  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  he,  and  ibey  are 
heiaby,  authorized  to  enter  at  the  minimtmi  pries  of  tlte  Go. 
Temmeni,  one  quarter  sectiea  of  the  public  lends,  whUn  said 
land  district." 

Snch  has  been,  then,  the  character  of  the  kgisla. 
tioB  of  Congrcsd  for  nearly  half  a  oentnry.  Sadt 
were  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  1830,  and  sach 
has  teen  the  policy  of  the  Oovvrnment  before  and 
since  that  period.  To  protect  the  bona  fidi  settler— 
to  sustain  bis  rights — to  secure  to  him  bis  pre-emp- 
tion—this has  he«a  the  policy  of  our  OoveraBeat; 
this  should  be,  and  this  'will  be,  her  fninre  poUe;; 
for  it  is  in  accordance,  in  my  judgment,  with  cv«y 
sentiment  of  fair  dealing,  of  honesty,  and  of  fight 

Let  ns  examine  the  bill  proposed  by  the  comMt- 
tee,  and  see  if  in  terms  it  does  not  advocate  the 
same  iv>licy.  Let  us  consider  the  amendment  of- 
fered to  that  bill,  and  see  whether  the  whole  differ- 
ence between  them  is  not  confined  to  tbe  operawa 
of  tbe  two  measures.  Let  us  note  some  of  tbe  ob- 
jections nrged  by  the  Senator  from  Conneoient  to 
the  bill,  and  see  whether  these  objections  have 
been  well  taken. 

In  the  first  place,  Mr.  President,  there  is  not  a 
shadow  of  difference  in  tbe  principle  of  ihe  bill  and 
of  the  amendment.  They  both  advance  and  toif 
tain  the  tight  of  prc-emp  ion. 

The  bill  seeks  to  establish  a  ''pemanMt  pro- 
spective pre-emptive  system,"  and  as  snch  f  give  to 
it  my  nnqnalificd  support.  The  amendment  is  in- 
tended merely  to  protect  settlements  alieady  made. 
And  what  are  the  objections  urged  to  this  prt-emp- 
tion  policy,  profpective  as  it  is  in  its  operatioa. 
It  is  said  that  it  will  produce  an  entire  change  in 
oqr  system,  toaching  the  public  lands.  And  it  ii 
said  that  if  this  bill  passes,  it  will  be  an  invitaiioB 
to  unlawful  entries  upon  the  public  domain— that 
it  will  enconrsge  violations  of  the  laws— justify 
intruders  upon  the  public  lands,  and  protect  then 
in  their  trespasses  and  wrongs.  Is  this  sol  That  it 
will  effect  a  change  in  tbe  pre-emption  policy,  no 
one  will  deny.  That  it  proposes  a  prospective  sye- 
lem  instead  of  one  retrospective  in  its  operation,  ail 
will  admit.  But,  sir,  I  deny  that  any  such  coase-' 
quenees  can  be  fairly  charged  upon  this  measare, 
should  it  become  thv  law  of  the  land.  Thebillbefon 
usgoes  lb  justify  cnirics  upon  tbe  public  domain  with 
tbe  iona  fide  intent  of  msking  pei  manent  settlements. 
Some  ol  the  very  objections  urged  against  this  bill 
apply  with  great  force  to  the  amendm^t  pro- 
post  d  by  the  Senator  from  Vermtmt.  Coniiaae  this 
retrospective  pre-emption  policy,  and  what  is  it  bat 
■n  invitation  to  inUuden  to  enter  upon  the  pilblic 
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landi?    WhatisitbataninTtiaiioD  to  thecommi;-  ' 
sion  of  tttffassta  upon  the  poblic  domaial    The  ' 
aatendmeni  of  my  honorable  friend  goes  upon  tfa«  I 
gronnd  ifaat  perBOits  have,  "viihout  right,  and  with-  | 
ont  title,"  entered  apoD,  coltiraled,  and  improved 
in  good  faith  portions  of   the  pub)ic  Und;  and   ' 
to  qoiet   all   such  ia  their  possessions,  to    pro-  ' 
teol    ibem    in    ihe   eojoymmt   of    their    riebCa,  ' 
this  reirospeeiire  pre-empiion    policy   has  been  | 
from  lime  to  time  resorted  to  by  Congress.    It  ' 
was  this  eonsideration  which    indaced   the  pas-  I 
nge  of  the  act  of  May,  1830,  to  protect  th"se  who   ' 
bi^  actaally  settled  npon  th«  public  domain  prior   I 
to  1639.    It  was  thit  same  principle  which  was  | 
manifested  in  the  amendatory  act  of  1834.    It  was   ! 
that  same  principle  which  led  lo  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  1638; 'and  it  was  that  same  kind  and  bene-  ; 
volent  feeling  which  has  iodoced  the  Senator  from  ' 
Vermont  to  offer  bis  amendment  to  the  bill  before  | 
th«  Senate.    Tbe  ^rtat  object  of  Congress  was,  in  ' 
passing  these  vaiions  acts  of   legislation,  to  do  < 
whail    To  proiect  the  occapant — the  settler — tbe 
man  who  had,  without  the  sanction  of  law,  at  a  ' 
time  previoni),  entered  npon,  and  who  bad  continued  I 
in  good  faith  to  improve,  portions  of  tbe  pnblic  I 
domain.    But,  sir,  how  were  these  men  regarded  ' 
anterior    to    the   passage   of  such    pre-emption  | 
lawst     How     weie     they    denonoeed    at    tbe  I 
tiaie  these  pre  empt^on  laws  were  nnder  the  con-  ; 
sideration  of  the  Senaiel    They  were  called  tres-  ' 
passers,  land  pirates,  wrong  doer^,  and  $qaaiters —  | 
erery  odioos  and  oppiobrioos  term  was  cast  npon 
lbi«  pohi'n  of  oar  citizens.    This  fact  most  be   I 
freih  and  green  in  oar  remembrance.    The  events 
of  th*  last  ten  yrars,  connected  with  onr  letti.-'lation   ! 
ia  relation  to  this  very  sabjpci,  cannot  fail  lo  im-  ; 
press,  and  dreply  to  impress,  upon  oar  minds,  tba 
loaportanceof  some  change  in  the  chsraeter  of  onr 
legislation.    We  bave  not  hesitated,  and  we  do  not 
h^itate,  (after  applying  to  onr  citizen?,  for  saeh 
acts  of  settlement  upon  the  public  land,   Ihe  most 
denunciatory  language,)  to  grant  unto  these  same 
eiticens  protection  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  their  set- 
tlement rights — to  secure  to  them  the  pre-emption 
of  tbe  very  land,  the  occupation  of  which  has  called 
forth  every  foul  epithet  which  goes  lo  characterize 
any  but  the  honest  citizen. 

It  is  in  view  of  these  things,  Mr.  President,  and 
with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  what  has  taken  place, 
that  I  am  prepared  for  an  entire  change  in  the  pre- 
emption policy.  I  would  no  longer  limit  this  sys- 
tem to  a  retrospective  operation:  I  wonld  no  lon^ier 
confine  the  application  of  this  principle  to  stttle- 
menti  which  bave  taken  place:  I  vould  prcttel  them. 
And  I  would  go  furher:  I  would  throw  open  the 
door  far  and  wide:  I  would  say  to  every  man  who 
desires  to  become  an  honest  settler  apoQ  oar  public 
land,  Take  it,  occupy  and  improve  it,  and  make  it 
ezelosively  a  permanent  home  for  yourself  and  your 
family.  In  advocating  this  policy,  I  should  be  do- 
ingno  wrt  ng  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view  lomy  own 
Qovemment;  and  instead  of  producing  the  effects 
which  have  been  described,  by  way  of  objeciioa  to 
this  bill,  I  sboald  avoid  them  all.  Instead  of  en- 
couraging trespa«sc5,  <his  bill  would  prevent  them. 
Instead  of  inviting  lawless  iniraders  upon  tbe  pat- 
lie  lands,  without  right  and  without  title,  this 
would  jiutify  all  entries  made  with  an  honest  in- 
tent— with  lb;  purpoee  of  making  permanet  eeitlc- 
men's.  Thiibillis  an  encuraeement  and  a  pro- 
tection lO'the  citizens  of  Nev  England  who  wish  I 
to  emigrate  to  the  West.  The  census  rrcently  ta- 
ken shows  that  my  own  State  has  addnd  but  little 
to  her  population  within  the  last  ten  years.  Sme 
of  the  be>t  and  most  patriotic  portion  rf  New 
Hampshire  have  within  that  period  setile'l  npon 
portions  of  the  pnblic  domain.  In  myownezcur-  1 
sions  through  Michigan,  lilini  is,  and  Wiskonsan, 
I  have  frrqaeotly  met  with  many  a  native  sou  of  my 
native  State.  I  need  not  say  that  they  are  among 
the  most  valuable  portions  of  those  communities — 
distinguished  for  their  sobriety,  industry,  and  moral 
worth.  They  have  left  us,  and  found  an  acceptable 
home  in  the  wilds  of  the  West.  To  some  of  them 
yon  have  already  granted  protection  and  relief  from 
all  apprehensirn  that  their  rlfhts  would  he  dis- 
turbed. To  others  now  residing  within  some  of 
the  very  best  sections  of  Illinois,  protection  has  not  as 
yet  been  eztehded,  beeaute  these  public  land*  have 
aal  M  yet  been  bnmglil  into  market.  All  an  Kt^y 


and  willing  to  pay  in  sprclt  to  the  Osvemment 
the  micrimum  price  per  acre  fixed  for  the  sale  of 
oar  public  Und.-i.  ,1  know  these  men  well— they 
have  beeir  greatly  abased  heretofore  on  the  floor 
of  this  Senate  fcr  doing  that  they  were  an 
lh^rf^ed  to  do  by  the  passage  of  the  tct  of  Hay, 
1830,  and  the  act  of  1834.  Trae,  there  w|s  no 
existing  lawgiving  them  direct  aathorty  to  enter 
the  public  land  which  had  not  been  oflTered  at  pub- 
lic rale,  bat  they  noiU'idered  the  acts  referred  to  as 
having  settled  the  policy  of  Ihe  Government. 
Bat  notwiibstandiog  all  thii^,  anterior  to  the  p»t- 
sage  of  tbe  law  of  1838,  and  while  that  mea- 
sure was  before  us,  these  men  were  denounced 
as  trespassers  and  wrong  doers  for  having  iKns 
entered  npon  the  pnblic  lands.  I  wculd  now,  sir, 
establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre-emption.  I 
wonld  avoid  all  ihis  kind  6  fretrofpedive  legislation 
hereafter.  I  would  ask  any  one  to  show  me  the  differ- 
ence in  tbe  I  wosu  pposed  cases  which  follow.  Soppase, 
sir,  that  nnder  the  encouragement  tendered  by  the 
acts  of  1830  and  1834,  filly  citizens  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire  should  leave  'their  ancient  home 
to  make  a  permanent  settlement  in  Ihe  West; 
that  each  should  take  op,  occupy,  and  improve  in 
good  faith  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  pub- 
lic domain,  and  should  continue  to  possess  it,  with- 
out the  authority  of  law,  until  Congresj,  by  theif 
legislation, should  protect  ihcm  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  settlements  by  secaring  to  them  the  right  of 
pre-emption.  Such  a  proceeding  would  be  to  en- 
courage the  settlement  of  the  publio  domain, 
without  prejudice  to  the  public  in<ere-t 
Suppose  tie  present  bill  should  become  the  law  of 
the  land,  and  other  fifty  citizen;  of  my  own  Stale, 
with  the  law  in  their  hands,  should  each  take  up  for 
hisfxclosiveuie  one  hondredatid  sixty  acres  of  pub- 
lic land,  and  Ehouid  occupy  and  improve  it  in  good 
faiih,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  permanent  set- 
tlement, and  should  pay  into  the  land  office  there- 
for the  minimum  price  per  acre  fixed  for  the  »ale 
of  the  public  lands.  Where  is  the  difference  in 
ptinciplel  The  retrospectiTe  pie-empllon  law  is 
to  protect  the  settler  in  bis  occupation.  The  pro- 
cpeetiiu  pre-emption  law  is  to  encourage  and  pro- 
tect mk  cettler  in  his  occupation.  It  seems  to  me 
that  there  is  no  difference,  so  far  as  it  respects  the 
actual  and  abstract  right  of  the  settler,  whether  he 
is  protected  either  by  a  retrospective  or  a  prospec- 
tire  enactment.  Bnt  so  far  as  tbe  morality  of  the 
two  cares  is  brought  in  question,  there  is  a  wide 
and  manifest  difference;  and  it  is  thii  very  differ- 
ence in  the  moral  character  of  th;  cases  which  in- 
duces me  to  give  my  support  to  the  bill  before  us. 
I  bave  no  doubt  that  Congress  wou!d  protect  and 
susiain  the  settler  upon  tbe  public  land.  They 
would  not  dare  to  drive  from  the  public  domain  by 
any  coercive  measures,  the  bona  Jidi  actual  settler, 
tinder  any  circumstances.  In  the  one  case  settle- 
ments are  made  without  sinci  tight  and  without  le- 
gal title.  In  the  other,  ihey  are  made  under  the 
aaihority  of  our  own  laws.  In  the  one  case  ibe 
tettlers  are,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  trespassers.  In 
the  other  the  lettlersare  sosiained,  not  only  by  th: 
voice  of  pnblic  opinion,  bat  by  the  sanction  of  pub 
lie  hw.  I  to  iken,  sir,  for  the  bill,  and  against  th« 
amendment. 

Mr.  President,  I  go  for  this  bill  because  it  it 
prospective  in  its  operation.  This  is  the  best  mode 
that  could  be  adopted  to  settle  the.  public  lands. 
Secure  to  the  Government  the  miqimum  price  is 
all  I  a-k,  aad  all  that  I  expect  the  Govemmeat 
will  ever  realize.  Instead  ol  abusing  ihcs:  as  land 
pirates,  who  engaged  iu  the  hazardous  en'erpri^e 
of  penetrating  the  wildomes^,  t  would  encourage 
such  acts  of  daring  by  ihe  positive  IcgisUtion  of 
Congress.  I  would  afford  to  such  adventarons 
spirits,  in  ihe  outset,  the  certainty  of  a  gcod  title  to 
the  public  land  they  might  rccupy,  in  accordance 
with  the  provision  of  tbe  law  and  at  our  minimum 
price.  I  regard  this  bill  as  more  accepiable— 
more  just  in  itself— than  a  hill  merely  quieting 
pait  titles  upon  the  settlements  which  had  fteen  made. 
Pre-emption  is  a  part  of  our  public  pilicy.  It  could 
not  be  interrupted,  and  I  would  not  interrupt  it  if 
I  could.  The  thing  was  right  in  itself,  and  those 
bold  advenintoos  pioneers,  who  had  opened  to  us 
away  to  the  Western  wilderness,  were  worthy  of 
all  encouragement. 


Mr.  President,  Ihe  first  ti'me  1  visited  the  West, 
in  1836,  there  were  but  few  settlements  upon  the 
northern  line  of  Illinoia,  or  upon  the  sonthem  line 
tt  Wiskontan.  When  I  again  visited  that  oonn- 
try,  it  was  truly  matter  of  mstonidtment  to  a  man 
who  had  come  from  a  State  wfaich  hal  been  peo- 
pled for  a  century,  lo  witness  with  what  rapuUty 
the  sections  of  country  to  which  I  have  referred 
had  been  actually  settled  within  the  preoediag  two 
year?;  and  these  settlements  had  been  made  by  the 
hardy  yeomanry  of  ihe  coantry,  upen  lands  which 
had  not  as  yet  been  brought  into  market  1  was  at 
Milwaukie  a  short  time  after  Ihe  pnblic  sale-took 
place  in  1 839,and  knowing  that  the  southern  eo  unties 
in  Wiskontan  had  been  previously  settled,  to  some 
extent,  by  emigrations irom  New  England,  I  wasia- 
duced  to  inquire  what  had  taken  place  at  that  sale. 
I  was  informed  that  these  settlers,  who  might  have 
proved  their  pre-emption  claims  clearly  ti^ar  the 
act  of  1838,  chose  to  attend  Ibe  pablic  sale,  relying 
for  their  protection  and  support  upon  tbe  state  of 
public  opinion,  upon  the  force  of  pt^nlar  senti- 
ment. The  result  showed  that  they  did  not  h>ok 
in  vain  to  that  source  for  protection  and  snppott. 
More  than  half  a  million  of  dollars,  the  retalt  of 
that  public  sale,  found  its  way  into  the  public  Trea- 
sury; and  nineieen-twentieths  of  all  the  receipts 
proceeded  from  those  who  had  been  for  month*  in 
the  previons  occupation  of  the  very  tracts  offered 
for  sale.  Thesherifl'of  Ihe  county  was  the  agent 
of  tbe  settlers;  he  proclaimed  that  the  tract  which 
was  offered  was  in  the  occupation  of  A  B; 
it  was  bid  off  by  him  at  the  minimum 
price,  and  A  B  was  permitted  to  bold  it;  and 
thus  the  Fale  proceeded,  until  every  actual  set- 
tler was  protected  in  bis  settlement  rights;  and  such 
was  the  state  of  public  feeling,  that  not  an  indivi- 
dual present  attempted  to  interfere  with  the  claims 
of  the  settler.  The  whole  matter  was  conducted 
with  Ihe  utmost  harmony.  The  sheriff,  as  the 
agent,  holding  in  his  hand  the  list  and  description 
of  the  lands  thus  oeciipiel,  bid  them  off  for  their 
rightful  owners,  without  the  least  intermption.  The 
actual  settler  paid  into  the  land  office  Ihe  amount 
required,  received  the  evidences  of  payment,  aitd 
in  due  time  will  receive  from  onr  General  Land 
Office  the  proper  patents.  All 'this  was  aceom- 
plished  by  the  moral  force  of  public  opinion,  tha 
principle  of  pre-emption  being  founded  in  jnctice 
and  right.  The  practice  necessarily  was  made  to 
conform  to  it.  No  one  would  bave  dared,  on  Ihat 
occasion,  to  oppose  the  rights  of  the  actual  cnltiTai. 
tor.  And  if  the  bill  befoie  the  Senate  becomes 
the  law  of  the  land,  Ihe  settler  could  at  once  pay 
for  his  qu&rler  section,  without  being  put  to  the  ex- 
pense and  loss  of  time  of  attending  a  public  land 
sale.  There  wonld  be,  practically,  no  diffeicneein 
tbe  amount  received  into  the  Treasury.  The 
United  States,  under  this  bill,  wonld  get  the  same 
money  they  now  did  for  the  same  quantity  of 
land. 

The  Sthatotr  from  Conneeiient  objeets  lo  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  and  ezpressea  himself  in  favor 
of  the  amendment,  because  Ihe  provisions  of  the 
bill  extend  as  well  to  aliens  as  u>  citizens.  And 
what  is  there  in  ^tbe  language  of  the  law  of  1838 
(which  is  rcuospective  in  its  character)  which  eon- 
fiAes  the  operations  of  that  act  exclusively  to  natu- 
ralized citizens?  What  was  there  in  the  act  of 
May,  1830,  which  limited  its  application  lo  native 
or  to  naturalized  ciiizeni^l  Net  any  thing.  The 
acts  referred  to  went  to  conirm  and  establish  the 
rights  of  aliens  as  well  as  of  diizens.  Is  there  a 
single  line — is  there  one  single  sentiment  ia  our 
whole  land  system  which  goes  to  exclude  foreigners 
and  aliens  from  taking  up,  possstssing,  and  hold- 
irg,  poriions  of  our  pablic  domain?  No,  iir.  The 
invitation  nnder  the  general  provitions  of  oiir  land 
system  is  just  as  comprehensive  as. the  invitation 
under  the  particular  bill  before  us.  The  foreigner 
can  now  enter  any  portion  of  the  pnblic  land  suh- 
ji-ct  to  private  entry.  Your  pre-emption  laws 
wh'ch  have  hereiofoie  passed,  have  extended  lo  tbe 
ca<es  of  aliens  as  well  as  of  eiiisens.  All  have 
alike  participated  in  their  benefits.  In  the  pre- 
emption bills  which  have  been  passed  by  Congress, 
we  have  not  required  that  the  cccupant — the  head 
of  a  family — the  cultivator — ihould  be  a  natura- 
lised or  a  native  citizen  of  the  Untied  Stales. 
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We  ban  staiioosif  aroidcd  all  such  disiinciioas 
in  our  legistoUoii  upon  ih«  sabject.  Aliens  and 
cilisens  an  »^  eoiitied  to  take  anl  hoid  our  pub- 
lio  laMMl  ihey  •>■»«  ^"^  *'■''«  pro«ec'«l  by  onr 
pt«-«apiion  policy;  aad  I  am  at  a  lost  to  find  any 
good  trasoD  «by  any  difference  sboold  now  be  at- 
tempted to  be  mad* — I  am  at  a  loss  to  discorer  any 
aatisfaetoiy  leason  for  saying  to  the  foreigner,  yon 
may  take  oar  landr,  subject  to  private  entry,  bnt 
yoa  most  be  excluded  from  becoming  a  pro5pective 
pre-«mptioDer;  saying  to  the  foreigner,  you  may 
go 'on  to  the  public  land  which  has  not  been 
bfongbt  into  the  market,  and  if  yon  cultivate  and 
improve  it  with  the  intent  of  making  a  permanent 
settlement,  Congress  will,  by  a  retrospective  pre- 
emption law,  protect  and  sasiain  yoa  in  your  right*; 
but  |oa  cannot  be  permitted,  by  the  authority  of 

Sawc  law,  to  take  up  a  quarter  section  of  the  pub- 
c  land  with  ever  so  honest  a  purpose.  This  is  a 
distinction  without  a  difference — this  is  a  kind  of 
refinement  entirely  above  my  comprehension — ibis 
Seem*  to  me  to  be  so  gro.<«  aa  absurdity,  that  it 
only  requires  to  be  stated  bnt  to  b«  condemned. 
Bfr.  President,  I  can  tolerate  no  sticb  principle;  I 
an  disposed  to  carry  onr,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  the 
liberal,  generotir,  aiMl  just  provisions  of  our  gene- 
ral land  system.  This  is  but  in  accordance  with 
the  practice  of  many  of  tb«  Stales  of  this  Union. 
In  my  own,  foreigners  may  purchase  and  hold 
lands;  bat,  unless  they  become  aaiaralized  ciiizensy 
tliej  cannot  Iransmit  them  by  deed  or  by  descent, 
bo'dKy  will  escheat  to  the  State. 

After  the  able  and  eonda&ive  armament  tauch- 
ing  this  point,  of  the  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr. 
'Waioar,]  I  shall  forbear  adding  any  thing  farther. 

The  Senator  from  Connecticnt  objects  to  the  de- 
tails of  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  complains  that  the  terms  of  set- 
tlement, the  period  of  occnpatioQ,  are  too  vagae, 
and  too  uncertain.  I  am  tree  to  admit,  sir,  that 
I  would  like  to  see  the  requirements  of  the  reltler 
more  distinctly  defined;  and  I  hope  yet  to  see  the  bill 
improved  in  this  particular.  Bnt,  iir,  lei  us  not 
lose  sight  of  the  immediate  question  before  the  Se- 
nate. Tkat  question  it,  ^hall  the  whole  bill,  the  good 
and  the  bad  details,  the  great  prospective  principle 
itself,  be  stricken  out,  and  tbe  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  Vermont  be  snbstiintedl 
This,  sir,  is  the  question,  and  to  this  amendment  I 
am  utterly  opposed,  because  it  does  not  contain  tbe 
prospective  principle.  I  differ  entirely  from  tbe 
Senator  from  Connecticnt,  with  reference  to  the 
provisions  of  this  bill.  It  seems  to  me  impossible 
that,  under  tbe  terms  of  this  bill,  a  pre-emption 
right  can  be  acquired  to  more  than  one  hntk- 
diid  and  siity  acres  of  land,  or  to  any  land 
(0  which  the  Indian  title  has  not  been  eztin- 
gnished.  •  Nor  can  I  discover  how  this  bill 
canbe  made  to  enore  to  the  benefit  of  speculators, 
or  how  the  great  object  of  actual  settlement  and  oc- 
cupation can  be  defeated.  As  far  as  my  know- 
lec^e  extends,  onr  pre-emption  laws  hitherto  have 
operated  to  the  excltisive  benefit  of  tbe  actual  and 
honest  settler.  But  again  I  say,  if  the  bill  does  not 
effeetnally  sacnre  that  object,  I  will  agree  to  any 
amendment  which  shall  look  to  the  accomplishment 
of  such  a  purpose.  Hie  fir; t  section  of  tbe  bill, 
from  which  I  have  made  tbe  subjoined  extract,  dis- 
tinctly avnws  the  object  of  the  irieods  of  this  mea- 
sore;  it  distinctly  asserts  the  prospective  pre-emp- 
tive principle:  and  this  is  the  great  feature  of  tbe 
bin  I  wish  to  preserve  nnimpairecf.  As  it  respects 
the  details,  I  stand  ready  to  agree  to  all  snch  as 
shall  practically  carry  om  tbe  principle.  The  first 
aaetion  dedares: 

"That  ftom  and  alter  the  paange  of  ihla  ael,  eTenr  while  per- 
spOibeiHthe.lMadaf  alamiljr.orwldow,  or  single  man  over 
the  an  of  eighteen  yean,  who  shall  make  a  seulement  on 
any  of  the  public  lands  to  which  UielndiaD  title  has  Iwen  or 
shall  be  extinguished,  whether  the  same  be  surrej'cd  or  not,  or 
who  maj  hare  ssuled  on  such  land  since  the  first  dav  of  J  une, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  and  who  shall  inhabit  and  improre 
the  tame,  and  raise  a  log  cabin  or  other  dwelling  thereon,  shall 
be  aatiited  to  a  preemption  in  the  pnrehaae  ofanuantity  of  the 
pubhc  land,  iwiexceeding onequatlerseciioo,  in  legal  sub-diiri. 
stons,  to  be  paid  for  atihe  minimum  price  of  such  land  at  the 
Umeof  pajfhwfortheiMne:  Provided,  That  no  person  shall 
V35!l5?V*?','''^'!"l"*-™>P''™n«fc<  mora  than  one  Ume: 
li  .„r2,^"'-fr"'^'  Th"noperBon  behig  the  owner  of  laud 
dinS^»n5u»Li'iff?''''''J'?  'hall  quit  or  abandon  his  resi- 
w  tSiSow  Sii  ^in  "*■•  •"public  land  in  the  same  State 
JJ,T?""»'''>  ••»»  ««l«u"  any  rigl»  of  pre-emption  under  this 


I  shall  not  be  deterred  from  giving  my  support 
to  the  bill  from  any  objeciions  which  have  as  yet 
been  stated,  cither  by  the  Senator  who  moved  the 
amendment,  or  by  the  Senator  from  Connecticut. 
It  may  be  well  for  us  to  consider  what  has  been 
onr  legislation  heretofore  in  relation  to  some  of  ihe 
objeciions  which  are  now  urged  against  this  bill. 
Tbe  third  and  fourth  sections  of  the  act  of  May, 
1830,  contain  tbe  precise  provisions  embodied  in 
tbe  sixth  and  seventh  sections  of  the  bill  before 
the  Senate;  and  when  the  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut, as  well  as  other  Senators,  object  to 
tbe  bill  on  tbe  ground  that  every  qnestion  of  law 
aad  of  fact  is  summarily  aad  definitively  to  be  settled 
by  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  district,  I  ao- 
swer  that  such  was  tbe  law  previoa,s  to,  and  has 
been  subsequent  to,  the  act  of  May,  1830.  The 
jurisdiction  of  theie  pre  empiion  claims  has  been 
given,  and  properly  given,  to  these  officers.  They 
are,  or  should  be,  men  comptent  to  decide  all  ques- 
tions which  may  or  can  be  submitted,  and  they  can 
have  no  interests  in  the  questions  involv- 
ed. Tbe  bill  betore  us  requires  that  instruc- 
tions (honld  be  prescribed  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Ihe  General  Land  Office,  who  is  known  to  act  enb- 
ject  to  ibe  supervision  of  (he  Secretary  of  ttie  Trea- 
sury. No  evil  has  arisen  under  the  law  as  it 
stands.  No  objections  have  been  made  to  that  par- 
ticular provision  of  the  act  of  1830.  I  am,  there- 
fore, not  disposed  to  chinge  tbe  law  in  this  particn- 
lar. 

The  sixth  section  of  the  bill,  in  reference  to  this 
point,  is  in  the  following  terms: 

"That,  prior  to  any  entries  being  made,  under  the  pritilegea 
givon  by  this  act,  proof  of  the  settlement  and  improvement,  re- 
quired liy  its  provisions,  shall  be  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
registeratidrccelver  «f  the  land  district  in  which  such  Ian 's 
may  lie,  agreeably  to  the  rules  which  may  be  prescribed  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  tjeneral  Land  Ofnce  for  that  purpose; 
which  register  and  receiver  shall,  each,  tie  entitled  to  receive 
fifty  cents  (er  his  services  therein^^d  all  assignments,  ortrans- 
fera  of  the  right  of  pre-emption,  given  by  this  act,  prior  to  the 
issuanceuf  patents,  shall  be  null  and  vuid." 

And  it  is  an  exact  transcript  from  the  act  of 
1830.  I  cannot  theiefore  regard  this  objtetion  to 
(he  bill  as  important. 

It  is  also  objected  that  by  the  terms  oLtbis  bill, 
lands  reserved  by  treaty  for  tbe  use  of  liRlians  are 
not  exempted  from  tbe  operations  of  ihis  measure. 
This  abjection  is  not  well  taken.  Nothing  can  be 
more  specific  than  the  provisions  of  the  seventh 
section  in  iefereoi»!  to  thi«  matter.  I  have  tran- 
scribed that  section  entire,  not  only  as  famishing  a 
perfetU  answer  to  the  objection  as  stated,  but  also 
to  a  still  farther  objection  which  has  been  made  to 
the  bill — (bat  it  abolishes  cash  sales  and  necessarily 
extends  a  credit  to  the  purchasers  of  cur  domain. 
The  section  declares: 

■That  this  act  shall  not  delay  the  sale  of  any  of  Ihe  public 

land  of  the  tiniied  States,  beyond  the  lime  which  has  t)een,  or 
may  be,  ap(K)inted  for  that  purpose  by  the  President's  procla- 
mation,- norshall  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  be  available 
to  any  person,  or  persons,  who  shall  fail  to  malie  (he  proof  and 
payment  requiretl  before  the  day  appointedfor  the  ccmmence- 
ment  of  the  sated  of  land,  inci  tiding  the  tract,  or  tracts,  on  which 
the  rishtof  pre-emption  Is  claimetJ;  nor  shall  the  right  of  pre- 
emption, contemplated  by  this  act,  extend  to  any  laul  which  is 
reserved  from  tale  by  act  of  Congress,  or  by  order  of  the  Pr<wi- 
dent,  or  which  may  have  been  appropriated  for  any  purpose 
whatsoever." 

Here  again  this  section  is  a  literal  copy  from  the 
fourth  section  of  the  act  of  1830 — and  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  the!>e  objections  have  not  any  sufficient 
foundation  upon  which  to  rest.  In  spite  of  all  of 
ibem,  I  must  go  for  tbe  bill.  I  snppoit  it  because 
1  believe  it  to  be  in  accordance  with  tbe  instructions 
of  the  Legislature  of  my  own  State,  directing  us  to 
use  our  exertions  to  produce  snch  gradnation  of 
the  pritxs  and  limitations  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  as  will  best  promote  the  settlement  and  ac- 
tual occupancy  of  the  same. 

I  support  this  prospective  permanent  pre-emption 
system  to  prevent  trespasses  and  intrusions  upon 
tbe  public  domain,  which  have  hitheito  been  the 
subject  of  so  much  and  so  severe  animadversion. 

I  support  Ibis  bill  because  I  believe  that  it  will 
advance  tbe  actual  settlement  of  the  wilderness  of 
the  West. 

I  snpport  tb's  bill  because  it  goes  to  encourage, 
protect,  and  sustain  the  honest  emigrant,  be  be 
whom  be  may. 

I  support  Ibis  bill  bicause  it  practically  carries 
out  the  literal  and  just  policy  of  our  general  land 
system. 

I  sniport  th's  bill  because  it  is  josi  in  itself 


"  extending  equal  privileges  and  ^ual  benefits  t« 
all. 

I  snpport  this  bill  becaue  I  cannot  fail  to  le. 
gard  it  a»  lending  to  the  benefit  of  an  honest  tad 
meri'orious  clius  of  oar  countrymen. 

1  have  opposed  the  proposition  excluding  tfaote 
worth  over  five  hundred  dollars  from  partitapaiisg 
in  the  benefits  of  thifr  bill.  I  would  make  no  sock 
odious  discrimination.  I  woald  prevent  no  aaa 
who  desired  to  leave  ihe  home  of  his  fathers  for  a 
borne  in  the  West,  whatever  might  be  his  estate  or 
bis  condition  in  life.  Many  a  man  worth  moretkaa 
that  sum  has  left  New  Hampvhtre  for  MieUgaa; 
and  if  more  choose  to  take  tbe  same  road  to  oota- 
fort  aad  independence,  they  shall  have  all  the  aid  I 
can  give  them. 

Believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  settlement  of  tbe  pnl^ 
lie  domain  should  be  the  primary  object  of  the 
statesman  and  of  tbe  patriot;  and  believing,  as  I  do, 
that  no  more  than  the  minio^um  price  can  be  ex- 
pected or  even  desired  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands;  and  believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  bill  before  us 
is  admirably  calculated  to  advance  tbe  actual  sa- 
ilement  and  cccupaitcy  of  the  low  trackless  forests 
of  the  West,  i  ro  for  U.  I  desire  to  see  it  beooine 
the  law  of  tbe  land:  and  in  my  judgment,  when- 
ever that  time  shall  come,  you  will  bear  no  more  of 
the  lawless  intruHeri  upon  the  public  domain;  yoa 
will  find  a  moving  mass  of  patriotic  citizens  set- 
tling your  outer  borders,  capable  of  rejisiing  ererjr 
encroachment,  and  of  sustaining  at  alt  times  the 
honor  and  independence  of  their  eoualry. 

Mr.  YODNG  of  Illinois  explained  in  lefercBce 
to  the  admission,  by  that  Slate,  of  aliens  to  tbe  pri- 
vilege of  voting.  Persons  of  that  dracription 
might,  until  lately,  enjoy  the  eletuive  franchoe  ia 
Illiaoiv  alter  a  residence  of  only  six  month',  whe- 
ther they  had  been  naturalized  or  no.  Aad  sudi 
had  then  been  the  practice  for  twenty  years.  Nay, 
the  State  had  gone  still  further.  When  tbe  country 
was  settled  by  its  present  occupants,  they  foand 
there  many  French  settlers  whose  fathers  had  re- 
sided on  the  soil  lime  cut  of  mind.  And  it  was  it 
that  these  people  tbonld  be  secured  in  tbe  same  pri- 
vileges as  should  be  granted  to  new  comers.  Thm 
was,  especially  at  thaii  lime.  In  the  country  a  de- 
servedly prominent  and  popular  man  by  the  nase 
of  Pierre  Menard — a  mtiu  without  rep.-oach,  oniver- 
sally  respected  and  beloved  by  all,  French  and  Ame- 
ricans. And,  in  framirg  tbe  Constitution,  a  provi-  ' 
sion  was  introduced  with  a  direct  reference  to  his 
case.  The  qualification  required  for  Governor  of 
the  Slate  was,  that  he  should  have  been  a  ciiinnof 
the  United  States  for  thirty  years  previous  to  bii 
election;  and  it  was  at  first  provided  that  tbe  same 
qitalificaiion  should  be  requisite  in  ibecaseof  Liea- 
tenant  Qovemor;  but  that  piovision  bad  beea  al- 
terei',  with  the  express  purpose  of  admitting  M. 
Menard,  whom  the  people  generally  desired  to  fill 
that  office.  To  be  a  member  of  tbe  State  Legisla- 
ture, a  man  must  be  a  citizen;  but  for  ihe  election 
of  members  ef  Congress,  no  such  qualification  was 
necessary.  The  Conslitotion  of  tbe  United  States 
recognised  the  same  distinction.  Tbe  electors  of 
President  were  not  required  to  be  cttixens  of  tbe 
United  Slates — the  phrase  was,  "ptcple  of  tbe 
United  States;''  but  when  it  spoke  of  membera  of 
tbe  House  ol  Representatives,  it  required  tbem  to 
be  "citizen?." 

One  of  the  first  laws  passed  by  the  Stale  Legiiia- 
tiue  declared  that  aliens  might  take,  bold,  and 
transmit  real  estate,  and  that  their  widows  shoakl 
be  entitled  to  a  right  of  dower.  And  would  tbe  Se- 
nate now,  in  reference  to  Ihe  privilege  of  pic- 
emption,  insert  an  odioui  distinction,  which  did  not 
apply  even  to  tbe  holding  and  transmL<sion  of  land! 
Fie  hoped  not  Tbe  distinction  was  rejected  by 
bis  State,  and  be  hoped  it  would  not  now  be  esta- 
blished by  Congress. 

Tbe  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clst,]  »bo 
bad  objected  to  the  admiision  of  aliens  to  vote,  and 
wbo  was  so  mach  opposed  to  the  present  biU,  had 
stated  that  the  population  of  Illinois  bad  doubled 
itself  in  six  years.  Well,  if  that  was  une,  did  ttat 
present  a  reason  why  pre-emption  laws  should  not 
pasi?  On  the  contrary,  it  was  the  very  reason  vAy 
they  should. 

As  to  the  justice  of  tbe  measure  now  propcaed, 
he  woitld  pat  it  to  g^oUemen  oa  eitber  {oUticttI  lida 


Ian.  184X. 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


41 


S&TB  Cono«><'2nd  Sess. 


Pre-emption  Law— Mr.  Hubbard. 


Senate. 


o(  Ibis  body,  bow  it  coold  be  refawd  to  bis  SiateT 
Tbeie  were  seven  millions  of  p«blic  Unds  still 
UDsarvcyedi  tbey  constituted  tbe  fairest  poriioa  of 
the  State;  and  tbongb  they  had  not  be«n  laid  ont 
into  scctioBs  and  qaartir-sections,  coanty  lines  bad 
been  eatablisbed  by  law;  and  woatd  gentlemen  pre- 
vent settlers,  entitled  by  law  to  vote  as  all  other 
eitixens  of  the  State,  from  going  and  occupying 
these  new  coanties  and  filling  ibeoi  up  with  a  har- 
dy agriealtaralpopalatioDl  If  so,  vhat  was  to  be- 
come of  these  lair^  portions  of  the  Slate,  the  new, 
ftesb,  and  leirtile  lands  which  inrited  to  settlement 
and  coltivationT  Would  gentlemen  say  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Illinois,  or  strangers  from  a  distance,  should 
not  be  allowed  to  ooeupy  counties  in  the  old  At- 
lantic States  regularly  organized  by  lawl  And  if 
not,  why  should  they  desire  to  ray  this  in  referens* 
to  similar  counties  in  the  new  States)  Some  of 
th«  members  of  this  body  bad  recently  been  travel- 
ling in  tbe  Rock  river  country;  would  they  say  that 
thesettlers  were  all  guilty  of  frauds,  frads  in  every 
diapel  that  they  were  a  set  of  plunderers  and 
land  pirates?  He  was  willing  lo  refer  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Massachttsetis,  [Mr.  Wsbstbr],  Let  that 
genilemaa  tell  the  Senate  what  he  saw  in  that 
coimtry,  and  what  sort  of  a  popnlation  be  found 
upon  the  public  domain.  Was  it  filled  with  rich 
gpeenlatorsl  or  was  it  occupied  by  the  poor,  indns- 
trioas,  enterprising  actaal  settler?  Ue  believed 
speenlaiors  had  had  pretty  near  enongh  of  dealing 
in  the  wild  lands  of  the  WesL 

On  tbe  subject  of  graduating  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic lauds,  (he  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cl.Ar] 
had  Hsed  an  argument  which  was  fallacious  in 
point  of  fact.  He  had  insisted  that  it  could  not  be 
good  financial  policy  to  hope  to  get  more  money 
for  (he  lands  by  reducing  the  pricv.  He  said  that 
tbe  Senate  had  been  deceived  as  to  the  vast  amount 
of  poor  land,  which  would  not  bring  over  twenty- 
fire  cents  an  acre,  as  large  quantities  of  this  very 
land  bad  ^ince  been  actually  sold  at  the  Govern- 
ment price.  This  was  true,  and  what  had  been 
the  result?  All  who  bad  ti«en  engaged  in  such 
purchases  had  been  broken  up  and  totally.ruined. 
There  bad  come,  not  long  ^ ince,  a  man  from  Phila- 
delphia vho  only  looked  at  the  maps  to  ascertain 
what  tracts  were  still  vacant,  and  be  bad  bought 
them  up  in  all  directions,  in  fact,  bad  swept  the 
whole  country.  He  purchased  at  tbe  Qovernment 
price,  and  1^  bad  been  rained.  In  1835  the 
amount  sold  was  between  four  and  five  miliioos  of 
acres;  in  1836  it  went  op  to  twenty-four  millions. 
The  same  course  of  thitigs  appeared  at  tbe  same 
period  from  an  assessment  of  the  value  of  real  es- 
tale  in  New  York;  the  same  spirit  prevailed  every- 
vhere;  and  what  bad  been  the  issue?  Universal 
ruin  and  desolation.  Figares,  therefore,  while  they 
showed  a  vast  apparent  increase  of  tbe  public 
wealth  and  prosperity,  were  not  always  to  be  re- 
lied on. 

L«t  any  man  go  and  look  at  theie  Western  set- 
tlements; let  him  travel  through  them  and  mingle 
with  the  people;  let  him  see  what  sort  of  people 
were  on  this  national  domain,  and  who  they  were 
that  were  actually  benefited  by  onr  pre-emption 
law5,  and  they  would  s9on  'have  all  doubts  as  to 
the  expediency  and  utility  of  the  system  done  away. 
Men  who  went  into  that  region  on  a  pack-horse, 
carrying  their  worldly  all  upon  bis  back,  had  now 
become  respectable  farmers,  and  were  able  to  give 
their  children  a  good  education.  Should  not  the 
law  give  a  preference  to  such  men  as  theee  over 
mere  land  specoUtors? 

But  it  was  ^aid  that,  if  this  bill  should  pass,  the 
squatters  would  rush  ont  upon  the  lands,  even  be- 
fore they  were  surveyed,  and  take  possession  of  the 
beat  portions  every  wherr.  That  was  true;  and 
that  was  just  what  every  Western  man  desired  to 
see.  Let  them  ruih;  let  them  get  hold  of  the  best 
and  choicest  lands;  and  then,  if  tbe  speculator 
chose  to  come  after  them  to  purchase  on  speeula- 
Uon,  let  him  take  op  with  the  refuse  that  was  lefu 
It  was  true  that  in  some  particular  cases  tbe  land 
thns  obtained  bad  brooght  a  high  price.  He  knew 
one  case  where  a  man  had  obtained  a  tract  of  land 
in  exchange  for  a  horse,  which  he  had  recently  sold 
for  $8,000;  he  had  then  gene  further  on,  and  settled 
acain.  Did  gentlemen  wish  to  put  a  stop  to  this? 
H«  hoped  cot:  6e  wanted  to  see  it  go  rn. 


And  then  let  it  be  remembered  that  the  new  States 
had  themselves  a  direct  interest  in  the  passage  of 
such  a  law;  and  they  had  a  right  to  insist  that  some 
such  act  should  pass.  Did  gentlemen  wish  to  hokl 
np  vast  tracts  of  wild  land  from  sale,  and  thus 
keep  it  from  the  reach  of  the  taxation  of  the  State? 
Did  they  really  want  to  cramp  and  embarrass  the 
new  States?  Every  gentleman  knew  that  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  a  State,  when  sold,  were  exempt  from 
State  taxation  for  five  years.  Did  they  want  to 
keep  back  the  ttrmination  of  this  period  as  hte  as 
poi'sible?  There  was  no  injustice  in  the  enaelmeot 
of  a  law  of  this  kind.  If  it  did  go  to  fo:>t<;r  the 
growth  and  augment  the  wealth  of  the  rising  States, 
was  that  a  result  not  to  be  desired?  Very  possibly 
,the  older  States  might,  in  some  degree,  sufier  from 
the  emigration  of  their  population  westward;  but 
ihey  sbovld  not  endeavor,  on  that  account,  to  pre- 
vent their  poorer  citizem  from  bettering  their  con- 
dition, and  providing  a  heritage  for  their  chiV 
dren.  Under  this  system  of  pre-emption  Illinois 
/  bad  already  attained  a  popnlaiion  exceeding  that 
V  of  Kentucky,  and  surpassing  by  twenty  thousand 
Hhat  of  the  Old  Dominion.  Bat  would  Sena- 
jtors  from  those  States  prevent  the  emigration 
\of  their  poorer  neighbors?  He  trusted  not:  be 
was  sure  they  never  woull  act  from  such  a  mo- 
tive. On  the  contrary,  every  facility  should 
be  extended  to  those  honest  and  enterprising  men. 
What  more  did  gentlemen  expect  to  get  for  this  Oo- 
vernment  laud?  Was  not  a  dollar  and  a  quarter 
enough  for  an  acre  of  wild  land?  Surely  it  was. 
But  supposing  it  would  bring  |10  an  acre  at  auc- 
tion, was  that  a  reason  that  it  should  be  held  up 
from  tbe  reach  of  the  poor  man  who  wished  to  cut. 
livaie  and  improve  it?  And  was  he  lo  be  con- 
demned to  toil  all  bis  days  on  a  second  or  third 
rate  soil,  that  tbe  Treasury  might  be  enriched  by 
selling  its  land  to  wealthy  men? 

Gentlemen  supposed  that  a  reduction  of  the  price 
of  the  poorer  portion  of  tbe  lands  would  not  lead  to 
more  sales  and  a  larger  consequent  receipt  of  mo- 
ney. He  thought  they  were  mistaken.  Gradua- 
tion was,  in  fact,  tbe  policy  of  every  Siate  that  had 
lands  of  its  own  to  sell.  Kentucky  owned  lands 
south  of  the  Tennessee  river;  had  she  not  graduallv 
reduced  her  price  until  it  came  down  as  low  as  121 
cents?  That  was  the  policy  of  Iilinoi!>.  She  bad 
sold  at  f  1  25;  then  at  $1;  tbenat  75  cent--;  and  was 
now  selling  her  land  at  50  cents-  the  acre.  Were 
the  same  coarse  pursued  in  reference  to  the  United 
States  lands,  many  would  be  induced  to  examine 
with  a  view  to  getting  a  good  bargain,  and  tbe  con- 
sequence would  be  a  great  increase  of  the  amount 
actually  gold.  After  this  had  been  continued  some 
time,  and  tbe  sales  grew  slack,  then  diminish  the 
pries  again;  and  su  on,  till  not  an  acre  was  left  un- 
sold. He  admitted  that  when  poor  land  lay  imme- 
diately adjacent  to  good  land,  ibe  owner  of  the  la'- 
trr  was  likely  to  give  a  better  price  for  it  than 
others  for  convenience  sake,  because  from  its  situe- 
tion  it  was  worth  more  to  him;  but  this  held  only  in 
particular  case?,  and  not  generally. 

He  concluded  by  expressing  bis  hope  that  the 
bill  would  pass.  It  would  be  seen  that,  except  in 
what  land  was  subject  to  private  entry,  there  could 
be  no  delay  of  payment.  The  moment  the  land 
on  whiefa  a  preemption  bad  been  granted  was  ad- 
vertised for  sale,  the  settler-  must  pay  the  mo- 
ney for  it,  or  lose  his  pre-emption.  He  bad  no 
doubt  that,  should  tbe  bill  pass,  more  money  wou'd 
be  brought  by  it  into  the  Treasury  than  could  be 
obtained  in  any  other  mode.  The  money  paid  at 
Borlington,  in  Iowa,  on  prr-amption  lands.bad  in  a 
few  weeks  amounted  lo  faalf  a  million  of  dollars. 
That  Territory  bad  already  40,000  inhabitants,  and 
would  shortly  be  applying  to  come  as  a  Slate  into 
tbe  Union. 

Mr.  GR&HAM  of  North  Cardioa  rose  and  said 
that  he  had  originally  entertained  no  design  to  parti- 
cipate in  this  discussion.  Those  whom  he  repre- 
sented {to  far  as  be  bad  ascertained  their  wishes) 
were  generally  opposed  to  the  policy  of  pre-emp- 
tions; and  be  himself,  concurring  in  that  opinion, 
bad  intended  to  content  himself  with  a  silent  vote, 
but  for  certain  doctrines  which  had  been  advanced 
and  facts  stated  in  the  progress  of  tbe  debate.  -The 
bin  would  have  been  far  less  objectionable  to  him 
bad  the  amendment  prevailed  which  was  offered  by 


the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  GRiTTiroxN,] 
limiting  the  bounties  which  it  proposed  to  confer  to 
Americah  citizens,  and  excluding  unnaturalized 
foreigners.  But,  in  resisting  this  amendment,  the 
distinga^bhed  Ssuator  from^  New  York  [Mr. 
Wbioht]  had  coaleuded  that  any  one  of  the  Slates 
bad  tbe  right  to  confer  the  elective  franchise  on  fo- 
reigners without  naturalizaiion,  according  lo  tbe 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  thus  enable  them  to 
vote  in  elections  under  this  Government;  and  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Youno,]  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat,  had  stated  that  this  doctrine 
was  actually  carried  out  in  priictice  in  bis  State, 
for  that  there  aliens  had  voted  after  a  residence  of 
six  months.  It  was  npon  this  subject  he  bad  risen 
to  say  a  few  words.  He  could  not  but  regard  spch 
adoctrins  as  directlr  in  the  teeth  of  the  Consti- 
tution  of  the  Uui  ed  States.  The  honorable  Senator 
fromNe«  York  [Mr,  Wbioht]  understands  this 
power  to  belong  lo  a  State  by  reason  of  the  general 
provision  in  the  Constitution  that  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  the  President  are 
directed  to  be  chosen  by  .the  people  of  the  several 
Stales,  and  that  "the  elec'ors  in  each  State  shall 
have  the  qnalifications  requisite  for  electors  of  the 
most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature." 
It  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  remind  one  who 
showed  himself  so  familiar  with  such  subjects,  of 
tb«  ordinary  rule  of  interpretation,  that  all  parts  of 
the  instrument  must  ba  looked  to  in  giving  it  aeon* 
struclion,  and  that  general  words  were  oftentiines 
controlled  by  parlicalar  provisions.  Tbe  section 
of  tbe  Constitution  immediately  preceding,  that  re- 
ferred to  by  the  Senator  from  New  York  was  equal- 
ly genrral  in  its  terms:  "All  legislative  powers 
herein  fsranted  shall  be  vested  in  a  Coogte^^s  of  tbe 
United  S:ate.«,  which  shall  cansi.it  of  a  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives."  If  we  look  no  further 
than  this  clause,  the  Senate  and  Hoose  of  Repro-  . 
sentatives  can  make  laws  witbont  hindrance  or 
concurrence  from  any  oihe):  department  of  the  Go- 
vernment. The  words  are  as  comprehensive  aa 
any  that  our  language  can  afford.  But  in  the  sub- 
sequent parts  of  the  Constitution  we  learn  that 
no  act  of  Congress  shall  become 'a  law  unless 
it  receive  the  approbation  of  the  President,  ex- 
cept in  cases  wbich  need  not  now  be  mentioned. 
Finding  this  first  and  broadest  declaration  of  tbe 
Consiiiution  qualified  and  restrained  by  subsequent 
provisions,  our  surprise  will  be  the  less  it'  we  die- 
cover  that  that  relief  on  for  tbe  support  of  the 
power  in  question  is  subject  to  a  liki  qualifica- 
tion. Let  us,  in  passing,  inquire  who  are  'fthe 
people  of  Ibe  several  States"  bywhom  representa- 
tives &c.  are  to  be  chosen?  'Who  are  (be  people 
of  Kentucky,  among  whom  you,  sir,  reside?  Who 
are  the  people  of  r^w  York?  Dofs  any  one  un. 
dersiand  them  to  include  unnaturalized  aliens, 
owing  allegiance  to  foreign  Governments,  and 
bound  to  cleave  to  th«m  in  the  event  of  a  contro- 
versy with  our  OWL?  But  suppo^  that  by  the 
generality  of  these  words  they  were  embraced. 
The  Constitution  el<ewbere,  in  express  terms,  gives 
to  Congress  tbe  power  "to  establish  a  uaiform  rule 
of  naturalization,"  and  Congress  has  exercised  that 
power  by  preset ibing  the  rule.  From  i  s  very 
nature,  it  cannot  be  concurrently  exercise d  by  tbe 
General  Government  and  the  States.  There  can- 
not, in  the  nature  of  things,  be  a  uniform  mle 
throughout  the  United  Sates.andyet  different  rules 
in  diflcrcni  Sates.  But  it  is  asked  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wbioht,]  stall  Congress 
prescribe  the  qnalifications  of  voters  in  th«  States? 
By  no  means.  Congress  cannot  prescribe  any 
qualifications  for  electors  in  the  States  who  are  na- 
tive born  or  iiat6ralized  citizens;  and  even  in  the  eaee 
of  a  foreigner  they  cannot  prescribe  to  bim  qnali- 
fications as  an  elector,  properly  so  called,  bat 
they  prescribe  the  means  by  which  a  disqualifi- 
cation under  which  he  labors  may  be  removed;  and 
such  disqualification  can  be  removed  by  no  other 
authority.  This  construction  of  the  Constitation 
conflicts  with  no  just  rights  of  tbe  States;  on  tbe 
contrary,  the  rights  of  all  the  others  are  grossly 
violated  by  any  one  of  them  undertaking  to  ni^ta- 
ralize  aliens  in  any  other  mode  than  that  agreed 
upon  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The 
StateF,by  tbe  Constitution,  have  entered  into  cer- 
tain stipulations  with  each  other,  which  n<«^  of 
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Ibem  can  ia  good  faith  violate.  Some  of  these  are 
of  a  positive  character,  sncb  as  that  they  will  de- 
Krer  ap  fogitivrs  ftaiii' jastice,  aad  fagilive  slaves 
and  seivanis.  Other*  are  negative,  such  as  that 
they  wQi  abstain  from  the  exercise  of  powers  them- 
selres  which  ibey  have  del^ated  ezclasively  to 
the  General  Govemment.  To  relase  to  execute 
the  former  is  a  crime  of  omission;  to  attempt  the 
exercise  of  the  latter  is  a  crime  ef  commission; 
both  alike^  injorioDs  to  the  other  States'.  ¥rhen, 
tlMref«te,^a  State  admits  foreigners  to  poliiieal 
rights,  affecting  the  action  of  -  this  Government, 
withont  lutaralization,  sb:  violates  the  covenants 
of  the  Censtittttion  and  does  injary  to  htr  sister 
States. 

Such  vas  bis jeading  of  the  Constitntion.  How 
stood  the  question  npon  atuhorityl  He  believed 
that  all  interpreters  of  the  Cnnstitntion  agree  that 
the  States  have  alienated  exclosive  powers  of  le- 
gislation to  this  Government  in  three  cases  only: 
Ist  Where  the  Cionttitation,  in  express  Terms, 
granled  an  exclusive  authority  to  the  Union.  3d. 
Where  it  granted,  in  one  iDstance,  an  autboriiy  to 
the  Union,  and  in  snoiher  prohibited  the  States 
from  exercising  the  like  aa'hoiity.  And  3i.  Where 
it  granted  an  anthoriiy  to  the  Union,  to  which  a 
similar  anthoriiy  in  the  States  would  be  absolu'ely 
repugnant  and  contradictory.  And  it  wa-.  a  li'tle 
remarkable  that  all  the  c«mmcnia'en  on  the  Cci>- 
stitation,  from  Mr.  Madison  down — at  least  as  far 
as  he  was  informed — had  selected  this  very  power 
of  naturalization  as  an  illustration  of  the  third  class 
of  these  cases.  In  the  C9bgtitntion  of  the  State 
which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent — and 
bat  for  this  fact  he  would  not  now  have  obtruded 
himself  on  the  notice  of  (he  Senate^ — as  adopted  In 
1776,  there  is  this  clausf -.  "Sac.  40.  That  every 
foreigner  who  comes  to  settle  in  this  State, 
having  first  taken  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
same,  may  purchase,  or  by  other  just  means 
hold,  acquire,  and  transfer  land  or  other  real 
estate:  and,  after  one  yeor't  retidenu,  ihall  ie 
deemed  ajrte  dtiztii."  Under  this  section,  foreign- 
er s,  by  taking  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  S:ate 
may  yet  ac<)nire,  hold,  and  transfer  landv;  but,  in 
the  falfilment  of  her  duties  to  the  Union — ind  he 
trusted  she  had  fulfilled  them  all— North  Carolina, 
by  her  constitnted  authorities,  both  l  gislative  and 
judicial,  had  uniformly  admitted  that,  by  her  adop- 
tion of  tne  Federal  Constitution,  and  the  passage  of 
naturalization  laws  by  Congress,  the  latter  claute 
of  the  section  just  quoted  was  abrogated;  and  that 
foreigners  conld  become  citizens  onty  according  to 
the  tuiform  role  established  by  Congress.  And  he 
appealed  to  honorable  Senators  if  it  was  just  to- 
wards her,  and  the  other  Stales  of  the  Union  who 
put  a  like  constiuctiin  on  the  Constitution,  that 
other  member*  of  the  Confederacy  shoald  adopt  a 
different  rule  of  naturalization.  When  the  Con- 
stitntioa  was  adopted,  it  wasdeclaredto  be  intended 
to  secure  "ihe  blessings  of  liberty  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  and  their  posterity."  Aliens 
were  no  parties  to  it.  Bat  a  provision  was  inserted 
by  which  Congiess  might  admit  them  lo  become 
parties,  and  lo  share  in  its  blessings.  The  Consti- 
tation  was  brcoghl  into  exL'teDce  mainly  tn  rrgu- 
late  our  foreign  re'ations.  To  Cangress  had  been 
given  the  power  to  make  peace  and  war  with  o  her 
nations;  and  there  appeared  to  be  a  propriety  in 
giving  it  also  the  power  of  determining  upon  what 
conditions  the  people  of  those  nations  should  be 
admitted  lo  share  with  us  in  the  prlvilefce  of  de- 
ciding on  the  question  of  peace  and  war  with  their 
native  coamries. 

But  the  States  have  agreed  by  the  Constitution 
to  distribute  their  relative  power  in  the  other  branch 
of  Congress,  and  in  the  election  of  a  Chief  Magis- 
trate, according  to  the  respective  numbers  ol  ibeir 
people;  and,  so  long  as  those  numbers  depend  on 
the  natural  course  of  increase,  or  on  the  induce- 
ments which  might  be  held  ont  for  emigration  from 
one  State  of  the  Union  to  another,  the  struggle  for 
power  among  themselves  was  one  of  fair  and  ho- 
norable competition.  But,  sir,  I  deny  that  iu  such 
a  contest,  any  State  has  a  right  to  invoke  as  allies 
annatnraliz«d  foreigtiers.  This  is  a  subject  of  vast 
magnitude,  to  whi^  I  desire  to  call  the  special  at- 
tention of  Congress  and  the  country.  There  is 
shortly  to  he  a  new  distribution  of  power,  accord- 


ing to  the  census  recently  taken  of  the  people  of -the 
United  Slates.  Sir,  I  protest  against  aliens  being 
enumerated  in  that  censtis,  or,  if  so  enumerated, 
against  any  State  acquiring  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  or  voles  in  the  Presidenial 
election,  by  considering  aliens,  not  naturalized,  as 
a  part  of ''the  people"  of  such  State.  This  is  an 
unconstitutional  mode  of  acquiring  power,  which, 
if  tolerated,  would  sabrerl  one  of  the  first  princi- 
ples of  our  Confederacy.  And,  with  proper  dafe- 
rence  to  the  opinions  ofothers,  I  cannot  conceive  a 
more  gross  violation  of  the  Coostiiulion,  a  more 
clear  usurpation  of  power,  than  for  a  State  to  an- 
nul or  dispense  with  the  laws  of  naturalization, 
and  swell  its  own  imporianee  and  weight  in  the 
Union  by  the  aid  of  aliens  owing  no  allegiance  to 
this  country ,.bat  bouml  by  the  highest  obligations 
to  take  up  arms  against  it  in  the  event  of  war  with 
their  own  sovereign.  S.'ch  an  injury  is  the  more 
grievous  because  it  operates  not  so  much  against 
this  Government  a.s  against  the  constitutional  rights 
of  the  co-States  of  the  Confederacy  who  had  not 
expressly  provided  sanctions  to  ptevect  Euch  in. 
fractions. 

He  would  take  occatioa  to  remind  the  Senate 
that  not  only  personal  bravery  and  adventurous 
spirit,  the  qualities  so  much  lauded  by  honorable 
Senators  from  the  West  as  characterizing  those  for 
who(e  benefit  this  b  II  was  intended — that  not  only 
these,  but  the  highest  degree  of  virtue  and  honor, 
might  co-exist  with  a  deadly  hostility  to  Repablican 
institutions;  and  he  would  exhoit  ihem  to  beware 
how  bounties  were  bestowed  on  those  who  owed  no 
allegiance  to  the  Government. 

He  had  cot  noticed,  in  its  proper  connection, 
the  precedent  alluded  to  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  New  Yoik  [Mr.  Wriqbt]  of  the  admis- 
sion of  Michigan  into  the  Union  with  a  clause  in 
her  Constttotion  allowing  foreigners  to  exerci.se  Ihe 
elective  franchise.  If  he  had  been  correctly  in- 
formed in  relation  to  the  facts  of  that  case,  he  did 
not  conceive  that  it  sustained  the  doctrine  con- 
tended for  by  the  Seniator  from  New  York. 
As  be  (Mr.  Graham)  had  understood,  the 
Constitation  of  Michigan  gave  the  right  of 
voting  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  Stale  at  the 
lime  of  it.i  formation;  and  the  act  of  Congress 
admitting  her  into  the  Union  was  by  implica- 
tion a  special  act  of  naturalization  for  the  then  in- 
habitants. He  supposed  such  a  law  was  within 
the  power  ol  Congre»;  and  if  so,  the  case  of  Michi- 
gan was  not  a  precedent  for  this,  to  him,  new  and 
alarming  doctrine;  if,  however,  it  were  otherwise, 
he  conld  not  admit  that  a  single  precedent  of  Con- 
gress could  overturn  what  was  in  his  opinion 
the  true  eonairuciion  of  the  Constitution — one  of  its 
most  important  provisions.  He  had  no  feeling  of 
hostility  to  foreigners  who  lere  disposed  to  become 
citiz'nsacciiiding  to  the  constitutional  mode.  He 
believed  our  present  regulations  on  the  subject  were 
hospitable  and  liberal.  If  ihey  were  not  enongh 
so,he  was  even  willing  to  hear  propositions  to  make 
them  more  liberal.  He,  however,fwas  opposed  to 
annihilating  the  uniform  inle  on  the  subject  of  na. 
turalization,  and  bestowing  boooties  on  those  who 
owe  no  allegiance  to  our  Government. 

Mr.  PRESTON  had  not  risen  with  any  wish  or 
purpose  of  protracting  the  discussion;  but,  as  this 
ques  ion  of  powrr  bad  been  deba'ed  wi:h  some 
earnestness,  hh  would  say  a  few  words  in  relation 
lo  it.  He  referred  to  a  period,  some  years  ago, 
when  he  had  Ihn  misfcnune  to  differ  on  certain 

goints  of  State  power  from  the  opinicn  of  many  of 
is  frieadf,  and  it  was  now  again  his  lot  in  refe- 
rence to  the  question  which  bad  been  rai:  ed.  Af- 
ter mature  reflection,  his  views  weie  quite  different 
from  ihojc  which  had  been  expressed  by  the  two 
Kent'emen  near  him,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Clat]  and  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina 
IMr.  GoAHAM  ]  He  did  not  belice  that  the  Fede- 
ral Government  pe.-sessed  aoy  right  under  the  Con- 
stitution to  look  into  the  quaUfications  of  voters  in 
any  State.  No  such  power  was  expressed  ia  that 
instrument,  and  the  power  would  be  nugatory  and 
its  exercise  impossible  even  if  it  did  exist  then 
The  State  of  Michigan  had  deurmincd  that  per- 
sons other  than  naturalized  citizens  might  vole  in 
her  elections.  He  held  that  she  had  a  right  so  to 
determine,  and  that  ftom  necessity.    The  mem- 


bers of  the  Senate  held  their  Seate  in  that  body 
by  the  election  of  the  States;  but,  if  the  princi- 
ple contended  for  by  these  gentlemen  were  to 
be  allowed,  then,  in  every  case  where  petacas 
had  voted  within  the  State  who  wet*  not  rMi* 
lied  ^nder  the  Constitution'  so  to  do,  dn* 
original  vie*  in  the  election  would  fenmit  the 
whole  act,  and  a  Senator  so  chosen  conld  not  take 
his  seat.  He  held  that  the  Senate  had  no  power  m 
go  behind  the  Constitution  of  a  State,  and  thooght 
it  would  be  a  dangerous  usurpation  shooM  iliief 
undertake  to  look  into  the  case  of  each  member  at 
the  electoral  college  to  see  if  those  who  constitnted 
it  were  or  were  not  duly  qualified.  The  Constiw- 
tion  provided  no  particular  qualifications  for  voters, 
and  if  it  implied  such  qnalificationi,  it  mtut  be  by 
astrong  necessity  indeed.  And  should  a  law  be 
passed  to  lay  down  such  qualiQcations,  that  i*w 
would  be  against  the  express  declaration  of  Ae 
Constitution  which  provides  that  the  qnalificatioas 
of  persons  voting  for  members  of  Coagresa  aball 
be  according  to  the  State's  own  determination  with 
respect  lo  voters  for  the  most  numeroua  brmneh  of 
the  State  Legislature.  The  whole  control  over  that 
subject  was  given  to  the  Stales  emphatically.  The 
logical  proposition  of  the  gentlemen  who  held  the 
opposite  opinion  amounted  to  this:  yon  shall  in  this 
matter  imply  for  the  General  Government  the  re- 
peal of  an  express  delegation  of  powei  to  a  State. 
The  Slates  had  power  to  declare  who  should  be 
electors,  for  the  Constitution  provided  that  ihcae 
might  vole  for  electors  of  President  who  wen 
qualified  to  vote  for  the  most  numerous  branch  of 
the  Legislature.  The  State  declared  these  qualifi- 
cations, and,  therefore,  the  Stale  had  power  to  de- 
clare who  should  vote  for  electors  of  President,  bot 
the  doctrine  of  the  gentlemen  would  go  to  n^eal 
and  completely  abrogate  this  power. 

But  if  Ihe  power  for  which  they  contended  bad 
been  reposed  in  the  General  Government  bjr  ih« 
Consii'ution,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  ei* 
ercise  it.  Suppose  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  to  be  contested  on  the'  express  groud 
that  persons  voted  for  the  sitting  member  who  were 
ttinaturalized  fcreigners;  and  snppoee  the  tittiag 
member  should  appeal  to  the  ConstitutioB  of  the 
Stale  which  permitted  such  persona  to  vote  for 
members  of  Congresr,  could  that  House  look  br- 
}ond  Ihe  State  Conslilulioni  Was  it  for  aeomnuUee 
of  that  House  to  decide  that  this  ought  net  to  be  so, 
and  thus  lo  repeal  the  Constitution  of  a  Statel  And 
if  Ihey  once  got  bthind  the  Constiluiion,  where 
were  they  to  stop?  It  would,  in  his  judgment,  be 
wise  to  confine  the  elective  franchise  lu  eitjxena 
alone,  bat,  in  the  absence  of  any  express  piohibi* 
tiun,  he  would  not  restrict  the  right  of  the  Stale  hf 
implication.  Had  Congress  any  right  to  do  iit 
Mi^ht  it  pass  a  law  d-claring  that  none  bnt  dtizeaa 
of  the  United  States  sfaoukl  vole  for  members  ot  the 
State  Legislature.  He  apprehended  not.  The 
Constitution  did  not  say  so,  and  they  could  not 
infer  the  power.  If  lime  served,  and  if  this  woe 
the  time,  it  would  be  proper  to  inquire  more  gea» 
rally  into  this  whole  sabject.  Gentlemen  talked  of 
aci'izen  of  the  United  Slate';  what  wa>  a  eitjaeo 
of  the  United  Sttles?  Could  any  genilemao  tdl 
h'ml  Could  they  define  the  ideal  Was  every  diixea 
of  a  State  a  citizen  of  the  United  Sutest  Was  a 
citizen  of  the  United  Stales  a  citizen  of  all  the 
Sla'e^t  Was  a  man  who  was  a  cit  zen  ef  the  l>ia> 
trict  of  Colcmbia  a  cit  zen  of  South  CarolinaT  He 
apprehended  not.  In  North  Carolina  aliens  oouM 
bold  and  transmit  land,  by  the  Constitation  of  the 
S'ate;  in  Georgia  they  held  under  anexpiessBU- 
tute.  The  States  always  modified  this  mauer  lo 
suit  their  own  pleasnre.  A  man's  holdicg  land  did 
not  make  bim  a  citizen  of  the  United  St&ief;  and 
a  man's  citizenship  in  the  United  States  did  not 
make  him  a  citizen  of  aoy  one  Slate.  The  Stales 
carefully  guarded  ihis  tight  of  cilizeoslupi,  and  re- 
quired a  probationary  period  of  varioos  teogtha. 
In  South  Carolina  a  man  must  be  a  citizen  of  the 
State  before  he  c(  uld  practise  law.  On  the  whole, 
he  did  not  see  where  the  rights  of  the  Statca  over 
citizenship  and  the  exercise  of  the  elective  fra*. 
chii-e  were  abrogated  ortenched  by  the  Conslitiitio*. 
The  question,  however,  did  not  affect  the  prrinwl 
bill.  It  mattered  not  whether  a  man  was- a  citiseK 
of  the  United  States  or  sot.    He  could  putdwae 
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pnUie  land.  H«  did  it  at  his  own  risk.  He  did  it 
wider  the  laws  «f  the  State  where .  the  lands  la;; 
and  though  he  purchased  of  the  United  States,  he 
coald  hold  only  under  the  State.  Congnss  had 
paased  no  law  that  all  who  purchased  the  land  of 
the  United  States  should  have  power  to  hold  it 
wifltin  the  new  States.  It  had,  however,  gone 
farther  ihanihis  bill  proposed  to  go.  It  had  not 
only  sold,  but  given  land  to  foreigners,  and  even  to 

.  those  who  were  subjects  of  the  Autocrat  o<  Rusiii 
and  die  King  of  France.  Tracts  had  been  given 
bath  to  Polish  and  to  French  settlerJ,  and  the 
Stales  had  formerly  done  the  same  thing.  He 
wonld  not  dispale  the  power  to  sell  to  any  one; 
whether  to  do  so  was  politic  or  not,  was  a  diffe- 
rent qnestion.  It  had  been  thooght  good  policy  to 
give  these  lands  to  the  Poles  and  the  French 
■mijprants,  bat  he  greatly  doubted  ibis.  He  did  not 
thtalk  it  good  policy  to  give  privileges  to  foreigner;, 
ia  pMftreoce  to  oar  own  citizens.  The  present 
bill  was  a  bill  of  privileges — it  was  a  bill  of  bounr 
ties  10  some  elastes  of  persons  over  others.  He 
waa  not  in  favor  of  giving  privileges  and  making 
grants  to  foreigners,  over  the  hea£  of  oar  own  ci- 
t'zens,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  come  and  reside 
among  us.  Congress  bad  bad  a  magDi&cent  do- 
main eoofided  to  its  care,  not,  indeed,  to  be  ma- 
naged in  the  niggardly  spirit  of  a  laud  holder,  who 
was  determined  to  make  the  most  of  every  loot  of 
the  soil,  but  to  be  held  ai  a  great  and  sacred  trus', 
for  pnrpoces  both  of  finance  and  of  patriotism.  To 
Tiew  the  subject  aright,  gentlemes  ought  to  look  at 
it  in,  both  these  views.  They  ought  not,  on  the  one 
Imnd,  to  forget  that  the  public  lands  were  a  great 
financial  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  Union, 
nmr,  on  the  other,  that  they  were  the  means  to  be 
employed  in  building  up  a  glorious  erapiie  in  the 
West.  Considered  first  in  a  finaneia[l  point  of 
view,  diey  were  a  property  not  to  be  wantonly 
wasted,  or  profligately  dilapidated.  4a  a  tmst 
fond,  held  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  Slates,  the  land 
was  to  be  husbanded  with  care.  They  might  be 
made  to  diminish  the  public  burdens,  and  to  ligh'en 

.  the  load  of  taxation;  but  while  the  General  Qovero- 
ment  was  to  regard  them  in  this  light,  it  most  re- 
member that  it  might  not,  to  secure  the^e  objects, 
trample  on  the  riahta  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  great 
West,  aor  on  the '  paramount  right  of  the  whole 
people  of  die  United  Slates.  He  would  not  waste 
the  domab,  but  woald  administei  it  in  soch  a  man- 
ner as  to  afford  an  inviting  outlet  to  that  mass  of 
population  which  was  leaving  ihe  Atlantic  shores 
to  seek  a  more  fertile  residence  in  the  virgin  soil  of 
the  West. 

As  to  the  financial  question,  the  piesent-hill,  by 
allowing  settlers  to  select  the  most  fertile  tracts  and 
advantageous  points,  certainly  would  diminish  Ihe 
valne  of  the  residue  which  was  to  be  exposed  at 
pablie  sale.  Lands  thus  cold  at  auction  brongbt  to 
the  Government,  upon  an  average,  someibiog  over 
f  1  115,  Tkose  who  went  in  on  the  public  domain 
wonid  fix  upon  spots  not  only  good  in  themselves, 
bat  commanding,  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  the 
▼ahie  of  the  lands  in  tbe  vicioiiy;  such,  for  exam- 
ple, as  spots  of  wood  in  tbe  midit  of  a  prairie, 
▼aloyble  springs  in  a  dry  region,  water-power 
where  water-power  was  scarce.  Such  points  as 
tbese  were  certainly  worth  greatly  over  the  mini- 
mum price,  yet  the  bill  allowed  a  pre-emption 
'Wiihont  restriction,  knowing  that  the  seizing  and 
oconpancy  of  tneb  favorable  sitaations  would  be 
tbe  eerlain  and  necessary  result.  The  consequence 
was  inevitable,  that  the  value  of  the  rest  of  the 
territory  would  and  must  be  diminished.  Means 
would  of  course  be  devised  of  speculating  on  these 
advantages.  They  had  been  already  put  in  prac- 
tice. Every  kody  who  came  from  the  West  well 
knew  that  this  was  and  always  would  be  done. 
Wealthy  men  would  send  individuals  to  settle  on 
tbe  land,  with  an  express  view  to  bay  up  their  im- 
provements. Nor  was  there  any  thing  wrong  in 
this.  He  bad  himself  made  such  purchaises,  and* 
the  settlers  from  whom  he  bought  immediaiety  went 
on  to  make  new  settlements,  and  openly  begged  his 
oastom.  They  were  in  the  habit  of  seizing  on  a 
■eommanding  simation,  so  as  to  make  the  sarroand- 
iag  land  of  comparatively  no  value  without  it,  and 
thus  eentrive  to  put  money  in  their  pocket. 
SxOreme  cases  answered  extreme  cases.    Tbe 


worthy  Senator  from  Missouri  on  his  left  [Mr. 
Linb]  bad  said  that,  if  pre-emption  and  graduatioa 
were  refused,  the  public  lands  might  be  held  up 
until  they  should  be  worth  f  30  per  acre.  True, 
this  miglu  happen;  but  then,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
lands  miihi  be  given  away  for  nothing  at  all.  The 
Senator  said  that,  if  ihroirn  open,  the  huds  would 
bring  more  money  Ihaa  if  held  up;  and  yet  that 
they  might  be  held  up  until,  instead  of  bringing 
il  25,  they  would  bring  (30  per  acre.  Both  potti- 
uoDs  certainly  could  not  be  true. 

There  was  no  man  who  rejoiced  more  at  the  as- 
tonishing growth  of  the  West,  or  who  wondered 
more  at  the  contemplation  of  it,  than  be  did.  His 
bean's  most  earnest  desire  had  been  gratified  to 
witness  the  population  of  some  of  these  States 
doubling  itself  in  eight  or  ten  yean'.  But  what  was 
the  practical  effect  of  this  whole  state  of  thing.-?  If 
it  was  our  true  policy  to  build  up  the  West,  to 
fcs'er  hy  every  proper  means  this  young  and  rising 
empire,  was  it  not  equally  oar  policy  to  cast  an  eye 
toward  Ihe  seaboard,  and  to  pre^rve  the  old  States 
of  the  Confederacy?  And  if  so,  what  right  had 
our  Western  brethren,  ont  of  those  Stales*  own  pa- 
trimony, to  offer  a  bounty  for  Ihe  purpose  of  drain- 
ing off  their  popniatirn?  What  right  had  tbe  Ge- 
neral Government  to  draw  off  the  population  ahd 
resources  of  South  Carolina  that  the  Weft  might 
spring  up  like  the  palace  of  Aladdin,  or  rise  like 
an  exhalation?  This  bill  offered  lo  all  who  would 
leave  the  worn  out  soil  of  Virginia  or  the  Caroliaas 
a  positive  hounty.  It  held  out  inMucements  to  tbe 
young  and  enterprising  to  pour  over  the  mountains, 
and  build  up  an  empire  in  the  West,  beyond  even 
tho  rapidity  of  Natnre.  The  Atlantic  States  were 
alreadv  drained.  The  lands  if  Souih  Carolina 
were  already  worn  out  by  long  use,  while  those  of 
the  West  were  fresh  and  new.  New  Hampshire 
was  very  much  in  the  same  condition.  Her  popu- 
lation had  foisaken  her,  and  were  lo  be  found  in  the 
West.  God  forbid  he  should  prevent  the  efforts  of 
the  young  and  tbe  strong  to  belter  their  condition. 
But  were  not  the  inducements  to  emigration  already 
sofflcienlly  strong  without  superadding  the  force  of 
rewards  and  bountivi?  Yet  the  privilege  proposed 
by  Ibis  bill  was  as  much  a  bounty  as  if  it  had  been 
offered  in  cash.  He  estimated  it  in  that  point  of 
view.  If  Ihe  United  Slates  should  sell  laod  in  or- 
der to  give  money,  what  was  it  but  a  system  of  re- 
wards and  pooishmenls? — of  rewards  to  the  new 
and  rising  Slates,  of  punishments  to  the  Slates 
which  were  to  be  devastated  and  drained.  The  old 
States  had  as  much  properly  in  the  public  lands  as 
the  new;  and  yet  it  was  proposed  to  take  from  ihe 
revenue  they  would  bring,  and  give  it  as  a  bounty 
to  those  who  shall  go  West.  The  bill  would  lake 
money  from  him  to  give  it  to  bis  neighbor,  to  in- 
duce him  to  leave  Carolina  and  go  into  Arkansas 
or  Missoeri.  This  was  not  fair;  it  was  ntieqnal; 
it  was  exclc^ive. 

Whether  Ihe  existing  land  system  was  in  all  re- 
spects correct  or  not,  was  a  qoestlon  on  which  he 
should  not  enter.  Thus  far,  at  least,  it  had  acted 
regularly  and  well.  It  bad  made  Ohio. .  It  had 
made  Indiana.  It  had  made  Illinois.  It  had  made 
Missouri.  It  was  making  Michigan.  It  was  making 
Arkansas.  It  was  fast  making  the  West  the  great 
depository  of  political  power.  One  census  more 
would  make  the  old  S'ates  but  an  appendage  to  tbe 
new — a  mere  fringe  npou  the  border  of  the  West- 
ern empire.  Was  not  this  enough?  Did  Western 
gentlemen  ask  for  more?  Would  they  still  iosiiit 
upon  haslenicg  the  prrc<>es  yet  more  by  bills  of 
bounty  and  privilege?  He  hoped  not.  If  the 
United  States  title  lo  Ihe  land  was  a  grievance,  it 
was  a  grievance  which  the  new  States  could  not 
remove.  No  doubt  it  was  held  as  a  grievance  that 
the  Government  shonid  hold  up  the  land  at  ^l  35 
Granting  it,  however,  to  be  an  evil,  it  could  not  be 
a  very  great  one  where  ihtre  was  so  much  lard  of 
the  first  rate  qualiiiy.  Toere  might  be  some  evils 
in  the  system;  bnt  let  not  theS«aate,  by  one  fell 
swoop,  tear  up  and  reverse  the  whole. 

It  ra  ght  be  because  he  was  passing  Ihe  meridian 
of  life,  but,  from  whatever  cause,  he  certainly  fonnd 
a  daily  increasing  tendency  in  his  mind  to  stop  in 
past  experience,  to  abide  by  what  had  been  tried. 
Store  dtdni.  He  was  for  adhering  to  that  which 
had  worked  well,  and  not,  in  the  mere  insolence  of 


his  own  reason,  for  tearing  np  and  overtuming 
what  had  long  been  deci'ded  by  the  wisdom  of  thpse 
who  had  gone  before  him.  He  tarned,  from  mere 
theory,  however  fair  and  promising,  lo  actual  re- 
sults— to  the  verdict  time  had  given.  The  proposed 
plan  held  oat  magnificent  results,  bnt  they  were 
resalls  merely  ia  prospect.  He  preferred  to  slaad 
on  what  experience  had  proved,  and  was  satisfied 
with  the  results  which  proved  the  system,  from 
which  they  flowed,  to  be  wise  and  beneiScent. 
As  to  the  distinction  proposed  in  tbe  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cbit- 
TEiTDBN,]  by  restricting  the  pre-emption  privi- 
lege 10  the  settler  whose  property  does  not  ex- 
ceed f  500, 1  am  not  inclined  lo  adopt  ii.  Its  object 
istoeonfioethebenefitsof  the  bill  to  the  poor  man; 
but  we  are  all  poor.  In  this  country  we  all  have  to 
win  o«r  way-  to  fortsn:  by  the  sweat  of  our  brow. 
The  primeval  curse  rests  npon>  America  as  npon 
the  rest  of  the  world.  I  am  not  disposed  lo  legis- 
late for  the  poer.  In  this  free  Republic  we  are  all 
equal  before  ihe  law,  and  when  we  ate  dispensing 
ihe  bounties  of  the  Government,  I  do  not  think  we 
have  any  right  to  segregate  one  ^lass  alone  as  Ihe 
objects  of  our  beneficefice.  If  we  do  it  in  favor  of 
one  class,  we  do  it  against  another  class)  which  is 
utterly  abhorrent  to  tbe  genius  of  all  our  institn- 
tions.  The  men  who  subdue  our  Western  forests 
are  a  noble  race;  hardy,  daring,  full  of  (enterprise 
and  courage.  I  admire  their  character.  I  r^oice 
in  their  success;  but  I  iLink  they  have  no  claim  lo 
exclusive  legislation.  While  I  look  at  them  I  must 
also  have  tome  regard  lo  my  own  interests.  What 
carries  them  to  Ihe  West.  A  bold  and  enterpris- 
ing spirit.  And  who  is  it  they  reek  to  bcnefii? 
Me  or  mine.  Not  at  all.  They  reek  to  benefit 
themselves,  and  they  are  right;  but  they  are  no 
more  entitled  to  the  patronage  of  ibe  Government 
than  I  am.  We  both  pursue  oar  own  interests, 
though  in  different  Hoes  of  exertion.  Our  stimula- 
tion is  to  he  found  in  the  high  rewards  which  this 
country  holds  out  to  every  form  of  resolute  enter- 
pri^e.  If  we  employ  men  to  settle  Ibe  pablie 
lands,  we  ought  to  pay  them;  bat  if  they  go  for 
their  own  advantage,  to  that  advantage  Ihry 
must  look  as  the  reward  of  iheir  efforts.  Ir', 
indeed,  we  have  in  any  case  thrown  special  burdens 
upon  them,  the  case  .is  altered.  It  is  said  we  have 
accdmalated  an  Indian  foe  upon  their  borders,  and 
that  this  body  of  settlsrs  present  their  bo<oms  as  a 
rampart  for  cur  protection;  but  whet  eia  does  their 
situation  in  this  respect  differ  from  that  wh'ch  has 
in  succession  been  the  early  condition  of  all  who 
settled  this  conntr)?  Has  not  our  whale  wilder- 
ness been  opened  and  settled  under  the  gleam  of 
the  tomaba\i  k?  Did  not  our  first  sctilers  calculate 
on  dangers  when  they  penetrated  the  Western 
wild.^)  They  braVed  those  dangers,  and  they  have 
found  their  reward.  But  it'is  said  that  if  we  ex- 
pose them  to  Indian  neighbors,  we  are  boand  in 
justice  10  guard  them  from  the  danger  we  have 
crea'ed.  Admit  it;  and  have  we  not  guarded  them? 
Have  we  made  no  military  provision  for  their  de- 
fence? When  Black  Hawk  and  his  band  invaded 
Ihe  fiontier,  did  we  stand  with  our  hands  folded 
and  suffer  iheir  seltlemenis  to  be  ravaged?  No;  we 
sent  thtm  oar  Generals  and  our  troops.  We  poared 
out  without  s'iot  tbe  treasure  and  the  blood  of  the 
nalirn;  and  it  was  but  our  duty.  I  regard  these 
Western  settlers  sf  children  of  the  same  common 
OovernmeDt,  as  brothers  in  our  ^at  and  wide 
family  whom  it  is  our  pleasure  and  our  pride  lo 
cheri^tr and  protect.  We  have  sent  regiment  after 
regisent;  we  have  built  fort  after  fort;  and  if  we 
have  exposed  them  lo  danger,  we  have  at  least  en- 
deavoied  to  .'hield  ihem  against  i^;  not  bui  what, 
while  I  say  this,  I  think  that  many  gentlemen  are 
du-po-see  lo  overrate  ihite  danger.  True,  we  have 
Fent  off  the  Indians  from  within  the  Siates,aad  some 
of  these  very  settlers  have  got  the  richest  of  the 
land  which  the  Indians  left  behind  Ihem.  We  have 
congregated  their  tribes  upon  our  frontier;  but  how 
are  Ibey  situated?  On  the  one  side  are  the  seltle- 
menls  of  tbe  whiles,  the  very  States  from  which  they 
have  been  expelled,  full  of  an  armed  and  hardy 
population,  which  is  multiplying  and  becomiiig 
more  and  more  dense  from  day  lo  day.  This  is 
on  one  side  of|ihem,  and  what  is  on  the  other?  Tbe 
boundless    prairies   of  the    West.     A   land  of 
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primeral  beaatf,  covered  with  herbage  and  roamed 
by  coanUess  mnlticades  of  baffalo  and  deer,  and 
whatever  ^«lse  can  delight  the  eye  and  tempt  the 
footstep  o'f  the  hunter.  Are  their  tendencies  to- 
ward ni>,  or  toward  these  vast  and  inviting  banting 
groQodst  Will  ihey  be  templed  to  enter  (he  bounds 
of  Missonri  and  Arkansas,  and  rnsh  npon  the  rifles 
of  the  Mttlers,  and  the  bajoneis  of  oar  troopi,  when 
the  Camanches  and  the  Caddoes  lie  beyond  them 
to  the  West,  whom  ihey  may  sweep  before  them 
into  the  Pacific?  I  think  not.  I  think  their  native 
tendency  lies  manifestly  westward.  Still,  with 
their  nncerlain  and  malignant  temper,  it  is  oordaiy 
to  guard  against  all  poHible  eontiogeocies,  and  I 
.  am  williog  and  prepared  to  do  it 

He  observei,  io  coccliision,  that  his  object  in 
rising  had  only  been  to  speak  to  the  question  of 
State  rights,  and  not  to  discuss  the  bill.  For  one, 
be  was  as  much  disposed  to  trust  the  regnlalioo  of 
the  elective  franohixe  to  the  Slates  of  this  Confe- 
deracy as  to  the  Oeneral  Govemmeni;  and  he  felt 
content  to  leave  the  whole  subject  where  the  Con. 
stiintien  had  placed  it. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  of  Tennestee  rose  to  addivss 
the  Senate,  bat  yielded  to  a  motion  to  adjonrn 
wiiicb  prevailing — 

The  Senate  thereupon  adjourned. 

Fbioat,  January  8, 1841. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  the  bill  to  establish 
a  permanent  prospective  pre-emption  system  in 
favor  of  settlers  on  the  public  lands  who  shall  in- 
habit and  cultivate  the  same  and  raise  a  log  cabin 
ttereon;  and  the  qaesiioo  being  on  the  following 
amendment  iflered  Ly  Mr.  Fremtiss,  of  Vermont, 
as  a  substitute  for  the  whole  bill: 

"Strike  out  all  after  the  enicting  clause, and  iiisert 
the  following:  That  every  actual  settler  on  any  of 
the  public  lands,  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been 
extingdished,  except  such  as  are  hereinafter  re- 
servedj  being  the  hsad  of  a  family,  or  ever  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age,  who  was  in  possession  and  a 
housekeeper,  by  personal  residence  thereon,  at  the 
time  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  for  four  months 
next  pteceding,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  pre-empiioa 
in  the  purchase  of  the  land  so  settled  upon,  not 
exceeding  one  quarter  scciion,  at  the  minimum 
price  now  established  by  law." 

Mr.  ANDERSON  addressed  the  Senate  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Pbesidsmt:  It  is  always  with  extreme  re- 
Inetance  thatlrise'to  trespass  on  the  attention  of 
the  Senate,  but  the  great  joJerest  which  this  ques- 
tion has  excited,  aad  the  deep  feeling  wiih  nhich 
it  will  be  received  by  our  countrymen,  and  espe- 
cially by  those  whom  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  t  > 
represent,  wilUufficimtly  justify  me  in  the  humble 
attempt  I  shall  make  to  discharge  what  I  believe 
to  be  my  duty  upon  the  present  occasion. 

The  policy  of  the  bill,  of  which  alone  I  shall 
speak,  without  intending  to  rely,  at  present,  upon 
iis  deiails,  has  bcf  n  repeatedly  recognised  in  the 
legislation  of  Tennessee,  and  ha<  again  and  agsiin 
received  the  sanction  of  Congress  in  their  disposi- 
tion of  the  public  domain.  The  people  of  (his 
country  have  always  sympathisfd  deeply  wiih  that 
hudy,  indastriou!:,  and  enierprisirg  portion  of 
their  fellow  citizens  who  ^o  Irom  the  respective 
Sta'cF,  to  seek  a  :ioliiary  home  in  the  great  wilder- 
Dtss  of  the  West. 

Sir,  I  feel  the  full  weight  of  such  rooslderations 
pressing  npou  me,  and  1  cannot  repress  ihe  abrupt 
expression  of  my  entire  dissent  from  the  views 
presented  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  cf  this 
House. 

If  an  enlightened  foreigner  had  attended  the  pro- 
gress of  this  debate,  he  would  have  received  the 
impression  that  thii  was  a  mere  qaesiion  of 
flnacoe.  Following,  by  legitimate  inierence,  the 
line  of  argument  pursued  by  genthmen  on  ihe 
othrr  side,  the  question  would  have  risen  upon  him, 
whether  it  was  not  an  evil  greatly  to  be  appre- 
hended, that  oar  distant  borders  would  be  too  soon 
occnpied  by  bold  pioseers,  and  that  tbe  vast  wilde, 
which  have  now  a  scattered  population,  might  pre- 
maturely be  formed  into  Slates,  under  the  guidance 
of  those  indnstfious  cultivators  of  the  soil.  He 
woaU  have  listened  in  vain  lo  undersland,  by  this 
4b<sa»ion,  any    great    statesmanlike    objections 


which  ought  to  be  interposed  against  Ihe  rapid  set- 
tlement of  the  far  West.  In  vain  might  he  at- 
tempt to  irace  any  fact  in  the  history  of  the  rise 
and  progress  of  other  nations  that  resembled  the 
re-trictive  policy  which  so  strikingly  distinguishes 
the  opposition  lo  this  measure.  It  is  not  to  be 
lonnd  in  tbe  action  of  the  mother  country  towards 
us,  at  ar>y  period.  It  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  co- 
lonial history  of  the  great  nations  who  are  now  act- 
ing a  conspicuous  part  in  the  aSairs  of  the  world. 
It  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  conduct  of  Great.  Bri- 
tain, either  towards  her  present  American  pro- 
vinces, or  her  settlements  in  Asia  or  Africa.  It  is 
not  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  any  of  ihe  nations 
of  the  earth  whose  territorial  extension  was  great, 
and  whose  borders  needed  protection,  but  on  the 
contrary,  tbe  solicitude  of  every  wise  and  patriotic 
Government  has  been  to  encourage  the  progress  of 
their  papulation  to  their  utmost  exiremitie;,  to 
strengthen  and  consolidate  those  dLalanl  settlements, 
and  teach  the  emigrant  to  feel  that  his  home  there, 
however  lonely,  was  sacred.  The  Roman  empire 
planted  not  only  forire.'ses,  but  backed  them  by 
colonies  at  a  vast  expense,  upon  her  remote  fron- 
tiers. To  her  they  were,  as  they  must  be  to  every 
nation  of  tbe  world  similarly  situated,  not  merely 
the  keys  of  peace  and  of  war,  but  ihe  shield  of  de- 
fence. A  wise  people,  looking  at  ihe  relaiions  of 
thing?,  will  appreciate  the  magnitude  of  su:h  a  po- 
licy by  no  present  security  so  much  as  tbe  po^ibi- 
lily  of  future  danger.  The  existence  of  the  first  is 
one  of  the  chief  objects  of  government,  as  involving 
Ihe  whole  question  of  piosperity;  and  lo  guard 
against  the  latter,  one  of  the  great  principles  of  lis 
administrative  action.  It  is  with  this  view,  in  part, 
that  England  now  seekt  to  settle  bv  gratuities  ber 
American  lands.  Texas — but  tbe  other  day  founv- 
ed  by  oar  own  people — pursuing  a  wiser  policy 
than  oniselves,  offers  the  mrst  liberal  rewards  to 
thoie  who  will  become  her  citizens,  while  we,  at 
the  centre  of  this  great  Republic,  receiving  the 
largest  share  of  the  benefits  of  the  public  expendi- 
tures, commencing  at  this  point,  and  spreading 
almost  exclusively  upon  the  Northern  Atlantic  bor- 
ders— we,  sir,  in  the  midst  of  such  considerations, 
hfarihis  qaestion  deliberately  treated  as  one  of 
mere  finance,  of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence, 
and  a  fit  occasion  to  denounce  the  poor  emi- 
grant, for  daring  to  set  his  foot  upcn  the  pub- 
lic soil,  and  that  he  should  be  bold  and  impu- 
dent enough  te  erect  a  cabin  to  shelter  his  house. 
less  head. 

Sir,  I  do  not  look  npon  this  as  a  mere  question 
of  finance,  but  one  of  a  far  higher  order,  affecting 
deeply  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  a  mighty 
people,  and  the  multitudes  of  exiles  who  will  seek 
our  land  ss  an  asylum  from  an  irou  oppression, 
that  has  risen  and  strengthened  under  the  feudal 
subjection  of  a  thonsand  years.  I  look,  too,  to  this 
measure  as  only  tbe  programme  to  some  system 
which  must  necessarily,  in  tbe  end,  take  the  anta- 
gonist potiiion  lo  the  proposition  heretofore  made, 
to  distribute  among  the  respective  States  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands.  Both  projects  to  which 
I  refer  mu^t  mainly  s'and  or  fall  npon  the  same 
great  principles.  Thi^,  it  is  true,  is  not  complete 
in  the  final  disposition  of  ihe  public  land,  and  does 
not  prstpone  those  vexed  qaestioos  which  must  an- 
nually arise  here,  but  it  is  at  leasl  a  pioneer 
to  some  equitable  system,  which  will  most  sure- 
ly, in  the  great  movemrnt  of  things,  come 
sooner  or  la<er.  That  other  system'  to  which 
I  allude,  should  be  framed  with  a  careful  re- 
gard to  Ihe  various  interests  involved,  and  if 
practicable,  at  least  possrs';  the  merit  of  a  final  ad- 
justment cf  the  subject.  Tbe  present  system,  how- 
ever, which  is  proposed,  onght  not  to  alarm  the  fears 
of  those  who  look  sp  cially  to  the  moneyed  con- 
cerns of  tbe  conntry  in  cooneciirn  with  our  poblic 
domain;  for  I  do  not  ciflertain  a  doubt  that  it  wi'l 
rather  add  lo  than  diminish  the  revenues  of  the* 
Government.  That  which  you  will  receive,  and 
that  which  )ou  will  save  in  the  coarse  of  fifty 
years,  will  advance  far  beyond  the  paltry  millions 
which  yon  can  cast  into  the  Treasury,  by  any  nurs- 
ing policy  for  the  benefit  of  the  Stales  respectively. 
I  refer,  sir,  to  the  quantity  of  land  you  will  sell, 
and  to  the  accumulation  of  a  massive  population, 
upon  a  vastly  extended  and  exposed  frontier,  whose 


presence  may  either  overawe  to  peace  the  natanlly 
belligerant  savage,  or  check  his  bohl  and  bioody 
iaeursions. 

I  consider  this  measnre,  therefore,  not  likely  to 
have  any  unfavorable  financial  effect,  and  as  pie- 
senting  the  means  of  promoting  the  progress,  and 
providing  for  the  safety  of  a  great  nation. 

The  bill  proposes  that  every  white  person  baiag 
the  head  of  a  family,  and  every  while  man  over 
Ihe  age  of  eighteen,  or  widew  who  shall  make  a 
settlement  on  any  public  land,  and  who  shall  inha- 
bit'and  improve  them,  and  raise  a  log  cairia  or 
ohter  dwelling  thereon,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  pi«- 
emption  In  the  purchase  of  one  handred  ^iid  sixty 
acres  of  land,  at  the  minimum  price  of  oae  di^ar 
and  twenty-five  cents.  It  was  attempted  to  amend 
this  provision, byadding  the  condition,  that  theeai- 
grant  who  was  wonh  more  than  fivehnndred  dollan 
Should  not  be  enti'led  to  the  right  of  pie. 
emption.  A  regret  was  expressed  on  yesterday 
that  it  had  failed.  Nothing,  it  seems  lo  me, 
could  be  more  unjust  and  invidious  than  such 
a  condition,  and  I  rejoice  that  it  has  failed.  It  is 
the  enterprise,  the  industry,  and  the  safety  of  the 
emigrant,  without  distinction  of  persona,  which 
you  seek  to  protect  against  tbe  anequal  power  of 
the  speculator;  and  whether  he  is  worth  one  dollar 
or  fire  thousand,  all  those  considerations  apply 
with  undiminished  force  to  him,  while  he  staada 
there  as  one  more  to  be  added  to  the  living  rampait, 
which  is  thus  formed  for  the  defence  of  the  whole 
country. 

But,  sir,  what  is  the  great  policy  of  this  mensaiO 
This  being  settled,  for  good  or  for  evil,  detenunes 
of  course  tbe  proper  line  of  our  action.  Is  it  such 
as  we  heard  it  denouneed  to  be  on  ycstardayl  It 
was  then  denominated  a  system  of  "privileges and 
bounties !" — a  system  by  which  our  magaifieent 
domain  would  be  exhausted!  Sir,  what  privilege, 
and  what  bounty?  Tbe  privilege  of  baying  land 
at  the  minimum  price  at  which  yoa  have  fixed  it! 
The  privilege  and  bounty  of  being  preferred  » the 
speculator !  That  privilege  and  that  bounty  to  die 
poor  and  ih«  adventurous,  which  alone  can  make 
your  public  domain  most  valuable !  The  privilege 
of  entering  a  wiTderness  seven  hnndted  miles  ftom 
your  seat  of  Governmeni !  A  privilege,  lbs  natu- 
ral result,  I  might  say  the  necessity,  of  having  east 
the  Indians  out  of  our  borders!  The  firivilege  of 
assisting  to  fill  your  Treasury !  This  privilege  yoa 
confer  upon  the  undismayed  adventurer,  who  goes 
forth  from  the  land  of  bis  binh,  and  the  borne  of 
his  childhood,  from  friends,  and  kindred,  and  who 
p!ants  towns  and  cities  where  you  woald  have  to 
establish  a  cordon  of  military  posts.  Sir,  tei  it  be 
remembered,  the.se  privili'ges  and  boantics  fall  from 
our  hand  upon  the  laborer,  the  farmer,  and  tbe 
pioneer,  the  g'eat  producing  classes  of  the  oomma- 
nity,  like  summer  showers  upon  the  pardied  earth ! 
They  are  rare,  but  welcome.  They  are  onr  only 
tender  merciw  cast  npon  them,  like  "angels'  visis, 
few  and  far  between !"  And  shall  the  humble  poor 
'  liok  to  us  in  vain?  Shall  we  turn  them  from  e« 
door  hou'-eless  and  homeless,  and  even  foti»d  Ibem 
to  strike  the  axe,  and  rear  their  cabin  in  our  vast  and 
unoccupied  forests?  Has  so  soon  a  "change  eomq 
o'er  the  spirit  of  the  dream?"  "but  yesterday,  aad 
they  conid  have  stood  against  the  world;  now.aaae 
so  poor  to  do  them  reverence !"  Sir,  I',  confecs  it 
suuck  me  with  peculiar  force;  it  sounded  straagely 
in  my  ears  to  liear  from  the  other  side  of  this 
Hon  e— from  the  party  with  whom  we  have  ao  re- 
cently contended,  this  bill  which  so  justly  and  hit' 
ly  provides  for  the  poor,  the  industrious,  Ihe  «Met- 
prisinir,  the  great  producing  classes  of  the  comma- 
nity,  denounced  most  bitterly,  as  a  "bill  of  privl. 
1  ges  and  boaniie!>,  of  rewards  and  paoisbmeatt.'* 
I  repeat,  con>idering  ihe  scenes  through  which  we 
have  recently  phssed,  »nd  the  quaner  from  wbeac* 
this  came,  I  was  most  profoundly  axtonisbed.  It 
carries  with  it  a  practical  commentary,  wbieh  ae 
ingenuity  can  escape,  and  which  reqaiies  ao  eio- 
qnence  to  illustrate  or  enforce.  Sir,  bow  aoa«  has 
it  been  forgotten  that  those  very  men  for  whom-  «« 
are  now  legislating,  belong  to  that  great  afriMl. 
tural  mass  who  pursne  th«  only  nnproteded  oeeiH 
^pation  in  onr  country?  How  soon  has  it  been  for- 
gotten that  they  are  the  voters  and  tbe  tax- 
payers, from  whose  bands  are  ncdred  idl  4m 
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po««r,  uid  fiom  ibe  sweat  of  vhofe  brows  flow  all 
Um  sweets  tkat  tnxnrions  wealth  carefully  gathers 
■p  to  cheriah  and  inspire  its  collapsed  ezeitentenl, 
to  fdaaie  its  laste,  and  gratify  its  ptide. 

Bnt,  fir,  what  sort  of  privilefie  is  that  which  yon 
give  to  the  hnmUs  and  nnambitioos  emigrant  to 
boy  the  hu'e  spot  of  earth  upon  which  he  seats 
hlimiif,  wl  en  emnpaied  with  the  privilvges  and 
bovaiies  wl  ich  yo«  bestow  npon  more  highly  favor- 
ed objects  cf  year  kindnes&t  The  conimst  is  strange, 
marked  and  peentiarty  dlstingnishmg !  The  bisto- 
17  of  this  country  diows  that  we  haye  jast  passed 
diraaghalongsaecessioa  of  privileges  and  bo  Du- 
ties to  tbs  mann&etvrer,  of  prtTileges  and  bona- 
ties  to  a  great  National  Bank,  and  of  privileges 
and  bounties  almost  every  where,  except  to  the 
pMT  and  indastrioDs  farmer,  who  adcs  yon  to  give 
him  nothing  bnt  protection  against  the  specniaior — 
that  the  cabin  which  he  rears  to  shelter  the  wife  of 
his  bosom,  and  the  pledges  of  their  love,  may  be  sa- 
cred against  the  world  I  Forthat  price  yon  have  set 
apoo  it,  be  only  demands  of  yon  to  let  him  be  the 
pniehaier!  Toe  very  thought,  however,  of  privi- 
lege* and  bonniies  to  the  honest  and  indnstiions 
cultivator  of  the  soil,  ronses  ap  resistance  and  pro- 
Tokes  dennaeiation  iVom  those  who  have  very  late- 
ly professed  to  hold  his  interests  very  earefally  and 
teiiderly  in  the  hollow  of  their  hand!  And  how  long, 
sir,  will  gentlemen  .jwuse — or  will  they  pause  at 
all  nnder  their  keen  sense  of  horror  at  ibeae  privi- 
leges of  the  hnsbandmtD,  when  they  6hall  come  to 
erect  a  vast  Bank  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
highest  prerogatives,  and  the  largest  privileges,  or 
else  when  they  shall  come  to  call'  into  existence,  as 
the  head  of  a  great  baitking  league,  some  rotten, 
ditjointcd,  prostrate  and  still  sinlung  instilatioo, 
whose  privileges  have  been  corrapt  aid  bonndless, 
as  her  power  has  been  abosrd  and  ancontrolledV 
All  this  will  not  shock  the  lively  sensibilities  of 
gentlemen!  Toat  banker,  and  that  banking  in- 
stitution will  with  ease  gather  wealth,  and 
graqi  a  lhoii*and  landed  titles,  and  even  as- 
pire to  guide  and  majtn  the  poliiical  cnr- 
rent  of  events,  and  they  are  advocated  npon 
the  high  public  considerations  of  promoting  the  ge- 
neral welfare,  while  the  hnmble  laborer,  atlerly  de- 
Botineed,  seeks  but  a  home,  and,  "remote  and  uo- 
frieaded,"  pursuing  "the  noiseless  tenor  of  bis  way,?' 
he  form]  one  of  the  millions  on  the  strength  of 
whose  arm,  and  the  courage  and  patriotitra  of 
whose  heart,  depends  the  safety  of  the  Republic.  Is 
there  nothing  ol  tbe  public  welfare  that  be  tones  to 
the  destiny  of  that  man'f  This  one  of  the  million? 
And  shall  not  the  voice  of  kindness  be  raised  here 
to  cheer  his  onward  coiu se,  and  the  hand  of  a  wise 
policy  be  extended  to  protect  his  lonely  habiiationl 

But,  sir,  this  prospective  pre-emptiOD,  as  I  have 
stated,  was  also  denounced  as  a  system  of  rewards 
and  puAishmeols,  applied  between  the  Atlantic  and 
the  West.  Tbeci'izenof  the  neglected  Allanlic 
was  described  as  being  left  to  pursue  his  obscure 
path  nakncwn,  and  unregarded  by  the  Ghivem- 
nent,  while  the  man  of  the  far  West  rioted  in  the 
parenit  of  the  wikl  game  of  the  prairies,  and  had 
saperadded  to  his  pleasures  the  highest  legislative 
learards.  The  great  landed  domain  has  been  held 
up  as  that  pitrimony  of  the  old  Slates  of  which 
they  have  been  gradually  stripped  by  a  similar  le> 
giaiation,  and  of  which  we  seemed  now  to  be  in  the 
aoitode  of  ultimately  depriving  them,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  a  more  favored  region-  The  bamleu,  ihe 
towns,  the  cities,  the  vast  spreading;  population  of 
the  West,  has  been  grouped  in  graphic  pictures  to 
impress  mote  strikingly  npon  our  miods  how  we 
have  bailt  them  by  our  legislation,  and  fostered 
them  by  oar  patronage.  these  have  been 
called  the  rewards  to  the  West.  In  contrast 
with  thip,  and  over  which  the  tensiiive  and 
sympathizing  can  scarcely  refrain  a  tear, 
we  have  the  neglected  condition  of  the  At- 
laaiio  States  painted  wiih  a  fervid  pencil  and  a 
filial  hand.  Their  old  fields  covered  with  the  growth 
of  the  pine,  iheir  Tillage}  decayed,  their  houses  de- 
■etttd,  and  their  citiseos  gone.  Who,  sir,  but  would 
■HMsnt  over  desolation  like  this?  would  weep  to 
wilaeas  the  infliction  of  such  a  pnnishmenft  There 
is  Bothing,  perhaps,  which  more  powerfully  appeals 
to  Ihe.qrmpatby  of  the  human  heart  than  the  nar- 
latiyet^  the  misfntnnes  of  Oime  who  bare  passed 


from  the  highe&t  tide  of  prosperity  to  obsure  want. 
But  that  tbe  impressjon  may  sink  deep  and  lasting- 
ly, the  picture  must  be  jusit  A  mistalte  in  this  is 
fatal.  It  will  chili  your  charity,  and  dry  your 
tears.  How,  then,  doe«  ibis  work  of  the  imagioa- 
tion  contrast  with  all  that  meets  your  eye  through- 
out Ihe  broad  Norihern  Atlantic  S'ate&l  Tbev 
have  advanced  in  their  population,  angmented  their 
commerce,  improved  and  increased  their  agricul- 
ture, adorned  and  extended  their  cities,  founded 
new  seats  of  learniog,  revived  those  whose  decayiag 
1  gbts  were  going  out,  and  added  with  a  most  unexam- 
pled rapidity  to  the  private  weahh  of  individuals, 
the' progress  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  the  building 
of  roads,  the  openiag  of  canals,  and  the  laying  of 
railways,  nniil  tbey  have  extinguished  space,  and 
almost  condensed  their  cities  to  a  unit.  In  all  this 
the  broad  hand  of  prosperity  has  mads  its  deep 
and  indelible  impress.  This  forms  a  small  part  of 
the  pvmifkmtntt  inflicted  upon  the  Atlantic  S;ates  by 
the  disposition  of  Ihe  public  lands. 

But,  Mr.  President,  let  us  inquire,  for  a  moment, 
into  this  system  of  rewards  and  punishments, 
which  has  excited  >o  much  denunciation.  I  do  not 
mean  to  uitarany  thing  unkind,  or  invidious,  or  io 
the  spiii!  of  cnmplain','but  ia  the  right  of  rejoi'ider. 
I  may  be  permitted  to  comrast  the  action  of  this 
Qovernment  in  regard  to  the  two  grand  divi^ions  of 
the  coniUry— the  Atlantir,  o^  the  obc  side,  and  the 
interior  on  the  other.  I  think  it  requires  no  great 
mental  effort  to  perceive  that  there  is  sound  philo- 
sophy in  the  parallel,  that  this  division  in  the  Re- 
public of  two  great  sections  has'  a  necessary  exis'- 
ence  in  Iheir  natural  position.  It  is  the  history  of 
all  governments,  and  wherever  they  have  had  du- 
rability it  has  txen  by  tbe  action  KUd  reaction  of 
balances  esiabll.^bed  by  natural  causes,  ^nd  pre- 
served by  a  skillful  admini'itrative  policy.  In  the 
West  we  hare  lands.  We  iherefore  want  men; 
and  men  and  lauds  constitute  the  greatnrsi  of  onr 
position,  aad  from  which,  as  a  resource,  we  may 
build  up  a  dourishiB^  country.  In  the  progress  of 
industry  this  is  a  necessary  con<:equence.  It  is  not 
more  natural  in  u:,  therefore,  to  ask  you  to  do  that 
in  regaid  to  the  public  lands  which  will  benefit  and 
protect  the  laboring  settler,  than  it  is  wise  in  you 
to  grant  the  demand,  beca<ise  it  will,  ia  the  end, 
promote  a  common  prosperity.  Such,  sir,  is  the 
true  "head  and  front"  of  the  whole  system  of  re- 
wards to  the  West!  But  not  merely  to  balance 
this  for  the  past,  the  pre^ot,  and  through  fill  future 
time,  has  it  never  occurred  to  you  that  for  all  the 
patpases  of  taxation  and  expendifire,  ours  is  a 
Northern  Atlantic  Qovernment,  and  those  States 
are,  have  been,  and  most  probably  will  con- 
tinue to  be,  the  great  recipients  of  the  mass 
of  the  public  expenditures.  The  difference 
between  us  is  ibat  wa  of  the  interior  ae  lax- 
payers,  but  not  receiveis  of  the  great  holy  of  the 
appropriation!'.  In  the  Atlantic  they  are  ta<-pay- 
ers  and  receivers  ton,  and  their  industry  is  actually 
stimulated  by  that  which  they  consume,  because  ths 
premium  at  which  they  are  permitted  to  do  it  is 
returned  into  tbrir  hands,  either  for  ihe  products  of 
their  soil,  or  their  ski'l  in  manufactares.  Thus  the 
system  of  punishments  proceeds.  It  is  in  the  At- 
lantic Siat^  that  you  have  erected  your 
most  costly  palaces  and  public  works ;  your 
custom-house.',  and  light-houses;  and,  added 
to  all  these,  you  have  improved  their  harbors.  I 
repeat,  sir,  I  do  not  speak  Id  the  spirit  of  disss  tis- 
faction,  but  of  jostles-  Our  brethren  of  the  North- 
ern Atlantic  do  but  enjoy  iheir  position,  perhaps 
with  no  greater  tendency  to  the  monopoly  of  all 
the  moneyed  favors  of  the  Government  than  it  na- 
tural to  man  where  his  s  igh'est  caprice  has  been 
respected,  and  all  his  wishes  indulgtd.  These  men 
for  whom  we  ask  your  protection  against  the  spe- 
culator, are  both  tax-payers  and  land-buyers  at 
your  own  price — and  for  ail  this  we  inflict  a  punish- 
ment upon  the  old  Safes,  by  building  our  ships 
there  when  they  might  be  constructed  on  tbe  wa- 
ters of  the  Mississippi-  We  purchzcs  there  almost 
all  onr  naval  and  military  stores,  when  tbey  might 
be  obtained  in  the  West.  In  the  manufacture  of 
fire  arms,  and  all  the  munitions  of  war,  Tennessee 
and  Missouri  can  offer  facilities  not  10  be  excelled 
in  any  part  of  the  world;  bnt  in  the  harshness  of 
our  xnxHjt  we  pttnish  ear  friends  and  fellow-cili- 


zeos  of  the  Atlantic,  by  the  manufacture  of  these 
articles  within  their  borders,  that  their  raw  mate- 
rial may  be  used  instead  of  ours,  their  skill  em-'_ 
ployed,  and  their  provisions  consumed.  We  have 
panished  th^ih  by  giving  to  the  deaf  and  dumb 
asylum  of  Connecticut  a  township  Of  land — and  of 
the  millions  appropriated  for  the  support  o|  onr 
Qovernment,  mere  than  five^ixths  are  expended 
ia  the  Northern  Atlantic  Slates.  Above  all,  wa 
ptmish  them  by  expendini;  every  surplus  dollar  we 
make  in  their  ports.  No  matter  how  it  eonaes, 
whether  from  the  teil  of  the  miner  or  the  plough- 
man, tbe  hardy  irapper  or  the  trader  of  Santa  Fe, 
the  wealthy  merchant  and  the  manufacturer  of  the 
North  gather  within  the  year  the  hard  earnings  of 
of  the  whole  West.  But,  sir,  I  ought  to  add  that 
other,  and  that  last  punishment  which  we  inflict 
npon  them,  and  from  which,  like  tkt  nuarit  (key  ic 
itow  Ml  tw,  UM  oU  dmw  a  eomsiMi  hm>fil.  We 
punish  them  by  seeking  to  improve  that  proud  and 
glorions  navy  which  protects  them  in  war,  and 
enriches  them  in  peace. 

This  is  a  hasty  review  of  the  puniAnuntt  inflict- 
ed upon  the  Northern  Atlantic,  peculiarly;  and  it 
must  be  admitted  tbey  are  at  least  gentle  and  tet- 
der.  In  return,  sir,  though  you  may  call  them  ly 
the  name  ef  rewards,  give  to  us  similar  punish- 
menlo — 30  gentle,  so  kin^si  modest,  so  tender! 
Tbat  is,  sir,  let  us  have  The  advan'ases  of  onr  po- 
sition—«f  land  and  men — a^  yon  have  the  advai;- 
tsges  of  your  position;  and  do  not  seek  to  become 
a  great  land  merchant,  holding  up  your  merchan- 
dise for  higher  prices,  or  fretting  over  the  apprr- 
hen:ion  of  tbe  lo^s.  of  a  few  cent'.  It  is  not  di- 
n^anded  by  your  obligations — it  is  nnsaited  to  tbe 
greatness  of  your  policy. 

Let  ns  h.ar  no  more,  then,  of  "privileges  and 
bounties,"  of  "rewards  and  .punishmenis,"  or  of 
the  obscurity  of  the  man  of  the  Atlantic,  while  that 
gilded  coach  parades  yonder  city,  and  that  humble 
laborer  delves  in  the  soil  of  tbe  far  West,  and  while  ' 
that  banker  has  been,  or  is  to  be,  made  yet  mo:e 
than  a  mil'ionairf,  with  potent  privileges,  that 
princes  might  envy,  while  that  lonely  emigrant  asks 
leave  to  pay,  from  the  labor  of  his  hand»^  tbe  price ' 
yon  have  fixed  upon  the  little  spot  of  earth  where 
he  has  reared  his  Iok  cabin,  and  placed  in  il,  as  its 
queen,  Ihe  wife  of  his  bosom,  ihe  partner  of  his 
peiils  and  his  toils. 

In  one  word,  bestow  upon  tbe  menjof-lheJVrst 
who  shall  go  there,  those  kind,  those  gentle,  at  d 
those  tender  punishments  which  we  bestow  upon 
_thf"Northern  AtLmtic.  GTive  us,  I  repeat,  the  ad- 
Van'ages  of  our  position,  as  we  give  to  yon  the  ad- 
vaniage.s  of  yours,  and  do  it  U'^t  grudgingly. 

Mr.  President,  I  now  mm  to  what  was  done  for  s 

the  French  settlers  and  Puli^h  exiles,  as  adverted   \ 
toin  tbe  coarse  of  this  deb  lie.    I  bad  tbe  laws'  br-    ' 
fore  me  at  the  moment  they  were  referred  to,  bnt 
I  confess  my  mind  look  a  very,  different  directica 
frem  what  nppeared  to  be  10  be  th?  opinion  on  the 
other  side  of  this  House.    From  the  legalargument 
which  was  made  by  one  gentlemao,  I  had  at  firbt 
inferred  that  we  woald  hare  received  some  addi- 
tional ad  in  the  support  of  this  question.    But, 
sir,  I  little  expected  that  the  charity  which  induced 
Senators  to  rote  a  township  of  land,  at  the  mini-  ; 
mam  price,  and  a  credit  of  leiyears  to  the  unfor- i     / 
tunate  Polish  exiles,  woald  so  soon  have  given  way  '. 
when  a  less  gracious  dred  was  to  be  done  to  our   ^ 
own  cit'Z'-ns,  mingled  it  might  be  with  the  few  who    ' 
who  should  seek  to  escape  from  the  oppressions  of 
f  ireigo  despotism.    In  ihat  very  vote,  which  I  now 
have  before  me,  are  the  names  of  many  Senatois 
who  are  now  honored  by  seats  upon  this  floor,  and 
gave  to  that  measure  Ibei'  sane  ion.    I  d  >  not,  sir, 
mean  to  find  fault  with  that  privilege  and  bounty  act, 
nor  with  ihepuntMnMiU  it  must  have  inflicted  upon 
the  Atlantic,  if  the  position  be  true,  as  taken  in 
this  deba.e,  that  this  bill  is  one  of  punishments  to 
the  Atlantic  States!    That  at  required  no  declara- 
tion of  their  intemioa  to  become  ci  izens,  nor  bare 
your  land  laws  ever  required  such  a  proceeding  on 
tbe  part  of  the  purchaser<,of  whatever  country  uiey 
might  be.  Either  the  charity  to  those  exiles  was  wrong 
then,  or  less  charity  to  ourown  citizens,Bnd'tofore'gn- 
ers  generally,  the  men  of  log  cabins,  is  right  new  1 
There  is  no  esca^  from  this  conclusion  1    As  far 
as  the  question  of  any  declaration  of  citizeoship  is 
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-iarolved,  the  policy  of  oar  law,  ai  well  as  tUt 
more  recent  act  of  ibis  aogost  bodjr,  was  donbtless 
founded  open  the  vcrjr  rational  prrsampiion  that 
Ibreu&ers  who  i^eek  an  asylnm  in  oar  coaniry 
woald  come  as  the  natoral  enemies  of  lyransy.  I 
•m  not  onmindral  of  what  I  iVf.  The  priaciple 
which  embraces  the  one  completely  covers  the  other. 
It  is  in  vain  to  refer  to  poor,  onhappy,  dismeinber> 
ed,  prestrate,  and  rained  Poland,  rent  asander  and 
trampled  in  the  dast  by  the  Antocrat  of  Russia,  at 
fending  forth  upon  as  higher  daimj,  in  the  persons 
of  her  exiles,  than  other  emigrants  from  every  op- 
pressive despotitm  of  Earope.  Nor  do  I  agree  with 
the  snggeition  made,  that  emigrant  foreigners,  who 
And  here  our  ontstretched  arms  secretly  retain  their 
early  prrjodices  in  favor  ef  kings  and  princes. 
This  might  apply  to  the  titled  exile,  bnt  not  to  tbit 
laborer  who  fl«d  to  as  for  the  protection  ol  our 
laws,  and  the  enjoyment  of  oar  liberties.  He  has 
no  sympathy  with  power.  Tlie  iron  of  rrsistance 
and  of  hatred  has  entered  deep  into  his  heart  against 
the  titular  nobleman  before  whom  he  was  com- 
pelled to  bow,  and  against  that  kin;  who  had  lulfd 
him  with  a  despot'^  rod.  From  the  moment  that 
he  set  his  foot  npon  year  shore.",  and  beheld  that 
glorions  banner  that  waves  above  the  dome  of  this 
Capitol,  his  allegiance  to  the  land  of  his  adoption 
entered  into  his  heart,  as-a-Aaed  principle,  faithfally 
and  forever;  and  whin  he  fells  the  first  tree  of  the 
far  West,  and  treads  npon  the  soil  he  can  proadly 
call  his  own,  an  invading  foe  could  only  strike 
down  the  standard  of  liberty  by  pas&irg  over  his 
dead  or  dying  body. 

Sir,  why  should  not  snch  men'  as  those,  as  they 
have  for  more  than  forty  years,  mingle  in  the  pur* 
chase  of  your  lands;  and  if  we  conid  vote  a  town- 
ship of  land  to  the  exiles  of  Poland,  at  a  credit  of 
ten  years,  and  the, lowest  price,  why  not  let  our 
own  coanlrymeo  enter  the  land  for  prompt  pay- 
ment? Why,  loo,  sir,  should  we  for  the  <ir>t  time 
introduce  odious  exceptions  in  leference  to  aliens, 
never  resorted  to  in  all  our  legislation  upon  this 
subject?  Sir,  the  poor  of  every  land  are  the  same. 
They  are  the  lovers  of  liberty  wherever  you  find 
them,  because  they  have  been  made  to  taste  the 
bi'.ter  cop  of  degradation  You  have  nothing  to 
fear  from  such  men  I  Such  were  the  sires  of 
that  population  which  filled  our  victorious  armies 
in  the  Revolutionary  strangle.  Bu',  sir,  we  voted 
10  the  French  lettlers  four  townships  of  Ian  J,  at  a 
credit  of  fourteen  year.t,  for  the  m'nimum  price, 
without  exacting  any  condition  of  naturalization. 
The  possession  ard  occupancy  of  land  seeoas  to 
imply  in  our  legislation  that  this  act  will  follow  as 
a  matter  of  choice  on  the  part  of  the  in  Uvidoa'. 
Any  interposition  at  this  day  is  obvioa>ly  nnne- 
cetsary,  «hen  no  inconvenience  has  ever  arisen 
from  the  present  slate  of  our  laws. 

The  importance  which  has  been  given  to  this 
part  of  the  SDbjfct,-*4ia8  induced  me  to  call  the  st- 
lentioH  of  the  Senate  to  the  .special  legislation  which 
we  have  made  in  those  cases,  wi'hont  deeming  it 
necessary  to  al  er  our  general  rules,  in  the  slit;hiest 
particular.  Sir,  I  am  tully  sensible  of  what  may 
be  said  for  Poland,  the  country  of  K'  scia.sko  and 
of  Pulaski — a  country  which  seemed  destined,  at 
one  period  of  her  history,  to  take  the  lead  or  all  the 
contiuent  of  Europe  in  the  march  of  the  rij^bt  of 
eufftage,  and  the  equality  of  liberty,  when  her  three 
bondred  thonsand  men  were  xfs-mble<l  on  the 
plains  of  Warsaw,  and  the  negative  of  a  single  in- 
dividual would  have  decided  the  power  of  her  ruler. 
I  never  can  forget  she  has  a  hero  whose  bones 
sleep  in  this  land,  eonseciated  by  his  blood;  and, 
sir,  f  should,  if  I  had  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  upon  . 
this  floor  then,  received  the  pershieg  exles  from 
her  ruin  with  a  generout  heart  and  an  open  hand. 
But,  sir,  to  what  de.<<po'ism  in  Europe  can  yon  not 
turn  and  behold  like  oppretsions,  and  when  the 
victim  who  has  long  writhed  beneath  the  lyranf^ 
grasp  escapes  to  this  happy  land,  will  you  begin  now 
for  &  first  time,  to  don^t  his  sincerity,  and  to  place 
him  under  hitherto  unknown  exceptional 

Sir,  for  one,  in  the  sense  in  which  all  o(ir  institu- 
tions have  been  a  proclamation  to  (he  world,  and 
in  conformity  wids  your  long  established  policy,  if 
the  kilenee  of  the  law  in  relation  to  aliens  be  a  like 
proclaiaation,  let  them  come  and  mingle  with  our 
people,  and  partake  of  the  Joys  and  the  blessings  of 


liberty.  -The  only  impress  of  despotism  they  will 
bring  with  them,  will  be  that  hatred  of  it  which  has 
been  ind'libly  stamped  upon  their  hearts.  It  is 
now  too  late,  with  our  sncc«s8  and  our  experience, 
and  the  past  sanctions  of  our  law,  to  enter  npon 
the  first  act  of  proscription  of  the  foreign  emi- 
grant. 

Mr.  President,  I  regretted  exceedingly  to  hear  it 
intimated  upon  this  floor,  by  some  of  those  who  be- 
long to  the  recently  triumphant  party,  that  the  set- 
tbrs  npon  the  public  lands  ought  to  be  removed  by 
force.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  in  some  sense  they  are 
trespassers,  bat  without  disturbing  the  public  peace. 
By  the  very  act  of  oecapaney  which  has  been  here 
denounced,  they  add  to  the  value  of  our  national 
domain.  If  the  design  of  such  sAtlement  was  to 
prepare  the  way  for  asking  the  land  as  a  gift,  there 
would  be  some  plausibility  for  the  denunciation. 
But  th?  first  wi>h  and  the  hi^ltest  expectation  of  the 
settler  is  to  become  the  putcbaser.  It  is  in  the  very 
philosophy  of  things,  in  a  country  like  ours,  whose 
free  institutions  awaken  and  bear  up  the  spirit  of 
aspiration  from  the  bumble  hut,  as  will  as  the 
lofty  palace,  that  the  poor  man,  surrounded 
by  his  wife  and  his  children,  and  animated 
by  a  holy  love  of  those  endeared  objects,  with 
a  pure  conscience  and  a  resolved  purpose, 
relying  upon  his  own  unassisted  arm,  should  go 
forth  to  the  wilds  of  the  far  West  to  improve 
his  fortunes,  and  confirm  his  personal  independ- 
ence. Ha  meets,  there,  men  like  himself,  who  have 
entered  upon  that  new  experiment  with  the  same 
ardent  hopes  and  lively  expectations..  A  common 
lot,  and  common  sufferings,  band  these  settlers  to- 
gether, and  they  love  each  other  next  to  those  whom 
God  huh  specially  committed  to  their  charge  I 
Such,  sir,  are  the  men  whom  it  is  proposed  to  drive 
from  their  homes!  Whence,  sir,  and  whither, 
would  you  march  an  armyl  What  part  of  the 
broad  territory  of  the  West  would  it  traverse  in  or- 
der to  reach  the  point  ol  attack?  I  tell  you  public 
opinion  would  drive  back  your  cohorts,  and  the 
man  who  should  attempt  such  a  mea^nre  is  not  so 
high  bnt  that  same  public  opinion  woald  drag  him 
to  the  dnst  with  scorn  and  indignation!  My 
friend  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Liin«]  was  right— the 
deed  can  never  be  done  ! 

Mr.  President,  there  was  another  view  of  this 
snbjfct  taken  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  with 
which  I  do  not  concur.  It  has  been  said  that  there 
was  no  dani^er  to  be  apprehended  on  our  extended 
Western  frontier.  The  twenty-six  thousand  In- 
dian warriors  whom  our  policy  has  assembled 
there,  it  has  been  said,  are  p:ifectly  harmless,  and 
thai,  instead  of  directing  their  arms  against  us,  they 
will  sweep  California  This  has  been  said  in  an- 
swer to  the  argument  that  this  bill  should  pa^s  in 
order  to  induce  emigration  to  our  most  remote  bor- 
ders I  conff  sj,  sir,  in  this  aspect  of  the  subject  I 
look  npon  it  as  presenting  some  of  the  most  imposing 
qnesiinn^  which  can  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
American  siai'sman.  If  we  attempt  to  consider  it 
as  a  subject  of  finance  only,  we  carry  it  far  below 
the  stanilard  to  which  it  advances  in  the  great  scale 
of  our  interests.  It  is  almost,  sir,  next  in  magni- 
tude to  the  question  of  peace  or  war.  I  look  upon 
its  failure,  if  it  is  to  be  followed  by  the  prevention 
of  settlements  on  the  public  lands,  as  pregnant  with 
vast  and  unknown  mischiefs,  and  i's  t-uecess  as 
certainly  to  be  the  ultimate  means  of  procuring 
safety  and  protection  to  a  long  line  of  inland  and 
nndefended  frontier,  which  cannot,  in  any  other 
way,  be  secured  against  the  invasion  of  the  sa- 
vase.  If,  however,  the  love  of  money  must  pre 
vail,  I  entreat  gentlemen  to  look  through  the  rapid 
and  protracted  march  of  events  it  will  produce,  and 
wh-n  they  havi  subjected  the  measure  to  the  test  of 
practical  scrutiny,  it  will  be  found  to  be  the  most 

'  profitable  scheme  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands 
that  has  ever  yet  been  devised.  When  they  calcu- 
late the  difference  between  the  interest  on  tb« 
amount  af  moneys  which  would  be  received  under 
the  old  system,  at  particular  periods,  extending  for 
more  than  fifty  years,  and  that  sum  which  would  be 
realued  by  prompt  and  rapid  sales  under  this  law, 
I  think  it  must  be  seen  there  would  be  Httle  reason 

in  a  financial  aspect  to  resist  its  passage. 
Bat  as  a  measure  of  policy,  by  whia  settlement* 

will  be  invited  to  jova  most  renoie  borders,  aJoof 


whieh  yo«  ahall  fima  a  living  and  maaaive  ramptit 
of  bold  and  hardy  men,  its  importance  can  oalyht 
estimated  by  a  review  of  the  actual  conditioD  o( 
our  frontier,  the  relations  between  us  and  the  kaa- 
dred  Indian  tribes  who  hover  Uke  a  storm  npon  oar 
Western  horizon,  and  the  great  inmests  of  lae  civi- 
lized world,  which  in  the  adjastmentof  its  balaaees 
may  finally  precipitate  upon  ns  the  mightiest  power 
of  the  earth.  Tite  proposition  is  statiUng  and  iah 
posing,  but  not  moie  startling  than  tme. 

Sir,  how  is  it  that  we  can  assume  the  faet  that 
the  Indian  tribes  are  barmleca?  The  hietorjrofoar 
country,  passing  from  its  first  settlement  tbroagh  tte 
war  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  reeend  war  of  iad» 
prndecce,  is  replete  with  contradiclary  evidence  to 
any  such  supposition.  Peace!  Peace!  Seeority 
with  the  Indian  t  It  is  bat  a  dream  !  He  bat  re- 
poses f>ir  a  season  in  the  enjoyment  of  your  favoi* 
unnl  that  day  shall  arrive  when  h:  flushes  with  lb* 
hope  of  blood  and  revenge.  The  recoUeetion  of 
the  injuries  you  have  inflicted — theUnd?  yoa  liave 
taken — the  wounded  pride  yoa  have  bambled.  the 
very  tribute  under  which  you  have  placed  Uo^ 
keeps  the  fire  of  hatred  uoqaenched,  and  fiercely 
burning  in  his  bosom  I  He  will  receive  yonrgi/bv 
extend  his  hand  for  your  annuities,  but  instead  of 
turning  his  fkce  upon  the  bleak  passes  of  the  ftocky 
Mountains,  and  descending  upon  the  coast  of  Cali- 
fornia, he  will  patiently  awau  the  period,  vbea 
events,  guided  by  the  potent  hand  of  bis  olilally, 
shall  call  him  to  the  war-path  and  the  battle  field. 
He  will  then  remember,  not  your  bountiee,  bnt 
your  triumphs,  and  he  will  prepare,  in  a  more  for^ 
midable  shape  than  at  any  former  period,  for  nail- 
iog  his  kindred  tribes  in  one  solid  leagoe  agaioM 
your  frontier  brethren.  The  aanuitiea  whic£  yo« 
so  bountifully  bestow  upon  them  exert  but  a  frieod- 
'  ly  influence,  where  no  other  more  powerfal  ageaey 
isbroaght  to  act  upon  their  eoanoils.  Their  civi- 
lization too,  in  which  some  of  them,  at  least,  ase 
rapidly  advancing,  is  bnt  the  instrument  of  reaior- 
ing  the  barriers  between  yoa  and  them  in  yov 
more  social  relation^  bat  cannot  at  its  prewnt 
stage  have  any  influence  upon  a  qaeuion  of  war, 
which  is  the  natural  clement  of  tht  Indian.  His 
daily  parsuiis  of  the  wild  game  of  the  forest  or  tke 
prairie,  is  bat  the  inspiring  mimicry  of  war,  and  to 
in  the  midst  of  peace,  the  habit  (the  controlling  power 
of  man  after  all)  is  kept  fresh,  inspired  and  vigo. 
rons.  We  have,  tir,  an  illnsiration  of  what  I  say 
in  one  of  the  most  memorable  and  graphic  inet> 
dents  of  Indian  history.  At  the  commenoemeat 
of  our  last  war  with  Oreat  Britain,  we  were  pay- 
ing to  the  Indian  tribes  ample  annoities.  The 
Creek,  the  most  powerful  of  his  kindred,  skated 
largely  of  our  bounty,  but  it  had  no  repre<^ 
ine  (ffect  upon  hit  hostile  spirit.  That  intre- 
pid man,  whom  you,  Mr.  President,  met  la 
that  battle  field  which  has  given  immortal 
honor  to  the  living  and  the  dead,  joined  ibem 
in  their  national  councils,  and  turned  Ibeir 
love  of  peace  to  the  fierce  spirit  of  war.  It  was  . 
not  the  witchery  of  his  eloqaenea,  bat,  sir,  the 
witchery  of  their  passions!  Their  love  of  wart 
Their  hatred  of  the  border  nan !  He  went  forth 
as  the  ally  and  the  agent  of  a  great '  power,  and 
some  kindred  spirit  of  bis  will  be  fonnd  to  act  the 
same  part,  with  the  consolidated  Ind>an  tribes,  la 
the  future  drama  of  the  frontier,  whenever  Mffi- 
ciently  active  and  skilful  appliances  are  brooght 
home  to  Ibeir  prejudices,  their  habib,  and  ilwir 
passions. 

But,  Mr.  Prendeni,  I  consider  the  qaestioa  of 
danger  npon  our  extended  Western  frontier,  which 
has  been  treated  as  utterly  illasory,  as  having  iti 
origin  in  the  present  progress  of  tniemaiioaal 
events  which  no  skill  can  avoid,  and  no  Bomaa 
arm  can  stay.  I  refer,  sir,  to  the  relaiiooa  between 
ourselves  and  Oreat  Britain.  I  refer  to  ber  inte- 
rests, the  position  she  occupies  in  the  affairs  of 
mankind,  and  the  power  which  sooner  or  later  Ae 
will  be  called  on  to  exert. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  miiaaderstood.  I  eonenr 
most  fully  in  the  opinion*  expressed  by  my  friend 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  LiNa]  in  the  debate  of  this 
morning,  npon  another  subject,  in  whidi  he  advert- 
ed to  ibe  action  of  that  Government  towards  m. 
He  expressed  his  opinion  that,  far  the  'preeeat,  abe 
badBodntgaaofalwitUaduiaeiM;  baiwhiteili'a 
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I  apparent,  she  wii  not  the  less  earnestly  engaged 
ia  poshing  her  RelUemeots  to  ever;  point  of  our  paai- 
fie  territory,  from  the  waters  of  the  Oirgon  le  Cali- 
fornia; and  for  the  peealiar  pnrpows  of  her  far 
trade,  aad  other  niterior  objects,  not  yet  developed, 
die  had  extended  her  laws  10  every  portion  of  the 
WeM,  evea  where  we  held  the  right  of  eminent  do- 
main, within  the  Indian  poasenions. 

Sir,  tliere  is  no  moTement  of  the  British  Oovern- 
ment  in  regard  to  onrselves  wbiofa  is  not  maiktd 
by  a  wise  and  careful  lookiog  forward  to  the  At- 
tore;  and  no  nutn  can  have  given  a  profound  at- 
tentiMt  to  her  history,  without  perceivipg  that  her 
position  is  intnnsic^y  difScult  aad  great.  For  the 
presont,  she  prefers  oar  friendship,  and  needs  ihe 
moral  eoaatenance  of  every  disinterested  people  of 
Christeadonii  It  is  entirely  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  her  abia  statesmen  ander&tand  her  complicated 
relaiioBs,  and  the  intricate  line  of  action  she  has  to 
pnrsoe  in  the  present  preising  and  maturing  affairs 
of  the  world;  and  nothing  short  oC  a  stupid  diplo- 
matic blander,  joined  to  bad  temper,  could  po»sibly 
iaTol*«  as  now  in  a  war,  when  it  is  the  obvious  in- 
lercat  and  the  desire  of  bath  to  maintain  peace.  I 
do  not  mean  by  this  that  Oieat  Britain  is  anxious 
to  expedite  the  adjustment  of  onr  differences;  but 
the  qoesiiotts  which  present  tbersfelves  on  the  sar- 
faee  of  onr  iaterconrse,  are  not  those  upon 
whieh  she  is  disposed,  at  present,  to  take  on 
any  very  high  excitement.  It  is  most  pro- 
bable she  would  prefer  to  leave  them  epen  to 
the  aceetsioB  of  other  causes,  until  Uie  time 
and  the  occasion  shall  be  ripe  for  her  to  as- 
sume a  very  different  attitude.  Without  intending 
to  trace  the  motives  of  her  future  action,  it  is  plain 
that,  altboogh  we  may  have  peace  with  her  for  tea, 
or  perchance  fifteen  years,  which,  however,  I  think, 
pratraeis  the  supposition  beyond  the  probability,  we 
may  confidently  expect  that  our  commerce  and  na- 
Tigation  will  interpose  such  rival  interetf  to  her 
progress  in  every  qoarter  of  the  globe,  which  is 
made  accessible  to  our  ioterprise,  that  she  will  then 
be  ready  to  invent  the  ways  and  means  to  hasten 
the  coaflicl.  At  present  she  is  occupied  wiih 
watching  a  nearer  aud  more  formidable  power — a 
power  made  so  by  herself,  in  the  height  of  her  pre- 
jndiee,  and  the  violence  of  her  passion.  Tae  mo- 
ment she  stm:  k  the  falchion  from  the  hand  of  ihe 
Oaelie  Caesar,  and  plucked  from  bis  brow  the  iron 
crown  of  Lombardy,  she  feU  and  perceiv^<d  her  er- 
ror, and  hastened  to  adjust  herself  to  the  move- 
meats  of  that  other  rival  dominion,  which  rose  un- 
matched, as  that  ascendant  genius  sunk  beneath 
the  horizon.  It  is  now  more  than  twenty  years 
since  thai  remarkab'e  event,  and  the  Autocrat  of 
Russia,  pursuing  the  unavowed  end  of  a  profound 
policy,  and  with  signal  snccess  passing  onward 
from  fals  frozen  region  to  the  East  and  the  South, 
has  transferred  the  question  of  the  balance  -  of 
power  from  the  old  seat  of  its  adjustment  in  Eu- 
rope, to  Asia  and  Arrica.  In  this  grand  drama, 
Eiigland  is  east  as  an  actor  having  the  deepest 
stake  and  greatest  agency,  and  she  is  preparing  to 
play  her  part  with  an  energy  that  never  tires,  and 
a  wisdom  that  never  forsakes  her.  Of  her  final 
trinmph  in  any  great  straggle  like  this  with  Euro- 
pean nations,  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt;  and  if. 
In  the  progress  of  events,  it  shall  become  necessary, 
she  will  dictate  the  terms  of  peace  in  the  plains  of 
Anatolia,  and  with  one  foot  planted  in  Egypt,  and 
the  other  in  China,  finthed  with  conquest,  and  pos- 
aessinganrmpireupon  which  the  lun  in  his  wide 
career  nevrr  sets,  she  will  present  herself  in  the  full 
panoply  of  war,  not  only  as  she  now  is,  the  most 
forinklable  pnwer  of  the  world — but  our  mo^t  for- 
midable rival  of  the  world.  It  is  in  that  attitude  of 
things  that  I  contemplate  the  rival  destinies  between 
England  and  ourselve<!  It  is  a  conflict  that  is  fixed 
and  inevitable,  unless  the  spirit  of  justice  and  for- 
bearance, and  of  kindred  feeling,  which.  Heaven 
send,  shall  prevail  in  the  mutual  councils  of  these 
nations.  And,  Mr.  Preiidsnt,  hnmble  and  iticon- 
siderable  as  this  measure  may  be  in  contrast  with 
SMh  mighty  events,  it  can  be  made  to  form  a  great 
aad  leading  link  in  the  defence  whieh  you  w  II 
be  called  ion  to  make  in  that  great  contest! 
What,  in  that  event,  is  to  prevent  England 
.  patning  ftom  Asia  to  the  Pacific  coast,  and  crossing 
the  U^ky  moontains  to  precipitate  an  allied  army 


of  disciplined  veterans,  and  enraged  Indian*  apon 
your  Western  borders.  Sir,  it  is  no  impracticable 
ondrrtaking  to  a  power  possessing  the  position  and 
the  means  of  Ore  at  Britain.  The  resott^s  to  stip> 
ply  an  army  in  the  country  to  be  penetrated,  are  in- 
exhaustible. That  movement  would  be  met  by  a 
correspondent  line  of  action  on  the  part  of  ^ 
British  Fur  Companies,  in  order  to  bring  into  re- 
qaisition,  every  It>dian  warrior  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi. Let  us  not  forget  that  Great  Britain  has 
already  her  standard  at  the  month  of  the 
Oregon,  as  if  the  spirit  of  prophecy  was  apon  her  I 
And  shall  we  hcfitaie  upon  a  line  of  policy  to 
which  we  ate  bound,  as  well  from  the  danger  that 
has  sprang  froir  our  own  hand,  as  by  those  which 
mast  follow  from  the  natural  conrse  of  events) 
Shall  we  besiiaie  npon  a  line.of  policy,  which,  if  it 
prevailed  n}  where  els?,  we  arc  solemnly  bound  to 
establish  upon  that  Western  frontier!  The  Indians 
are  in  a  concentrated  body  there,  by  onr  act,  and 
Encland  occupies  the  Oregon  by  onr  connivance! 

Such,  sir,  is  the  answer  I  have  to  make  to  those 
who  think  there  is  no  danger  upon  cur  Western 
frontier,  and  such  are  the  views!  entertain  in  re- 
gard to  this  qnestion,  and  whether  considered  as 
affecting  the  private  happiness  of  individuals,  or 
the  public  proepetity  of  the  country,  it  reems  to 
me  a  wis:  forecast  demands  of  us  the  pas'^age  of 
this  measDre.  The  time  will  come,  I  have  no 
doubt,  when  all  individual  opinion  will  give  way  10 
the  progre!^  of  events,  and  I  humbly  trust,  that 
our  legislation  will  be  >acb,  that  those  «ho  come 
after  us  will  find  reason  to  rrjoice  that  Ihe  policy 
we  now  propose  has  fulfilled  the  jast  and  ample 
expectations  of  its  advocates — the  poor  and  the  in- 
dustrious befriended,  and  the  public  prosper iiy  pro- 
moted. 


The  following  renurks  were  snbmiited  by  Mr. 
Prbmtks  when  the  above  bill  was  under  conside- 
ration on  Monday,  the  4th  instant. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  said  he  d.d  not  intend  to  enter 
at  all  into  the  general  policy  of  pre-emption  laws. 
He  deemed  it  aliogeiher  unnecessary  to  do  so,  br- 
caase  that  qnestion  had  been  discusjed  at  length, 
and  very  folly,  on  former  occasion.*,  and  every 
member  mui^t  have  made  np  his  mind  decisively 
upon  it.  His  object  was  merely  to  state,  and  bring 
distinctly  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate,  the  main  par- 
liealars  which  distinguished  this  bill  from  all  other, 
laws  which  bad  been  passed  upon  the  subject,  and 
which,  in  his  opinion,  rendered  it  singularly  and 
exceedingly  objeclioDable. 

It  was  well  known  that  he  bad  not  looked  upon 
pre-emption  laws  with  much  favor;  that  he  had 
been  opposed  to  the  wbol»  Fyitem,  and  had  uni- 
formly voted  againtt  every  bill  of  ihe  kind,  believ- 
ing, a«  be  did,  that  the  system  was  wrong  in  prin- 
ciple, unsound  in  policy,  and  incompatible  with  the 
publip  inifrest,  as  well  as  with  every  considera- 
tion of  justice.  But  if  he  had  enteiiained  a  differ- 
ent op'nioii,  and  bad  given  his  assent  to  the  laws 
which  had  been  previously  passed,  he  could  not  be 
prevailed  upon  toyield  his  support  to  a  mea- 
sure of  so  extraordinary  a  character  as  the  present 
one. 

The  first  and  most  essential  particular  (said  Mr. 
P.)  which  distinguished  this  bill  from  all  former 
laws  was,  that  it  was  prospective  and  permanent, 
holdini;  out  an  invitati"n  to  persons  from  all  quar- 
ters of  Ihe  world  10  settle  upon  the  public  lands, 
and  >o  endure  for  all  time  to  come.  The  laws  here- 
tofore enacted  had  been  entirely  retrospective  in 
their  rpera'ion,  confined  to  cases  of  pa.st  settlement, 
and  bad  professedly  held  out  no  encouragement  to 
future  iiHrut'ious  upon  the  public  domain.  Mr.  P. 
Wished  to  know  whether  the  Senate  wss  prepared 
to  depart  from  Ihe  policy  h.tberlo  invariably  acted 
npon,  and  to  carry  it  10  the  extraordinary  extent 
contemplated  by  this  bill.  For  one,  he  must  say 
that  he  was  unwilling  to  make  the  public  lauds  an 
object  of  scratnble  and  plunder,  net  only  by  our 
own  citizens,  but  by  aliens  and  foreijn^rs. 

Former  laws  had  been  framed  in  such  a  way  as 
to  guard  against  frauds,  and  to  effectuate  the  pro- 
fessed intention  of  the  laws.  The  act  of  1838  de- 
fined what  abonld  constitute  a  settlement.  It  re- 
quired a  possession  by  personal  residence  on  the 
iiuid  at  the  time  of  passing  the  act,  and  tn  tout 


months  next  preceding.  The  present  bill  gave  the 
right  of  preemption,  generally,  10  all  persons  who 
should  "inlubU  and  imfrne  (A<  lan<^,  and  raiw  ■  kg 
es&ia  iWeen,"  without  specifying  what  shonld 
amount  to  an  inhabitmuji  or  impravment,  or  eon-i 
taining  any  limitation  as  to  the  extent  of  the  im- 
provement or  the  duration  of  the  inhabitancy.  The 
bill,  in  this  respect,  was  extremely  vague  and  inde- 
finite; and  it  ^as  difficult  to  perceive  what  there 
was  to  prevent  any  one  who  shonld  erect  a  tempo- 
rary cabin,  plant  perhaps  a  rod  or  two  of  groiud, 
anil  camp  upon  it  a  week  or  so,  from  seeuring  to 
himself  a  title  to  the  exeluaion  of  all  o  hers.  It 
was  obvious  that  the  facilities  to  fraud  would  be 
great;  and  it  requited  no  uncommon  diseerament 
to  see  that  tpeculators  and  jobbery  rather  than  , 
iona/idt  actual  cettlers,  would  receive  the  princi- ' 
pal  benefits  of  such  very  liberal  legislation.  Slight 
acts  of  settlement  would  answer  the  purpose,  and 
nothing  would  bi  easier  than  for  capitalists,  men  of 
weal  h,  to  plant  hordes  of  squatters  npon  the  pub- 
l:c  lands,  one  here  and  another  there,  and  in  that 
way  monopolize  to  themselves  the  choicest  and 
most  valuable  tracLs  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  pab> 
lie  domain.  The  last  pre-emption  law  which  had 
been  passed  was  carefully  guarded  in  this  particu- 
lar. It  required  from  every  person  claiming  the 
benefit  of  the  law  an  affidavit  that  he  entered  upon 
the  land  exclusively  for  bis  own  use  and  benefit, and 
not  for  the  use  or  benefit  of  any  other  person,  and 
that  he  had  not  agreed  or  contracted,  directly  or 
indirectly,  to  conv^  or  transfer  it  to  any  other  per- 
son. The  pieseot  bill  contained  no  provision  of 
that  s;rt,  or  icdeed  any  security  whatever  against 
abates,  but  left  Ihe  way  open  and  unobstmeted  to 
the  practice  t  f  the  most  extended  fraud  and  specu- 
lation. It  was  Intther  to  be  observed  that  there 
was  BO  limltaiion  as  to  the  time  of  paymentfor  the 
land,  and  the  settler  might  hold  and  enjoy  his  right 
10  it  not  only  for  many  years,  nnder  a  credit  with- 
out interest,  but  it  might  be  for  an  indefinite  period 
of  time.  The  uterests  of  the  United  States  were 
not  properly  or  sufficiently  secured  in  several  other 
respect'i  which  might  be  meatioQed,but  it  was  hard- 
ly worth  while  t}  eo  fuither  into  details. 

The  bill  (Mr.  P.  (aid)  was  a  measure,  in  hia 
view,  of  a  new  and  very  extraordinary  character. 
It  was  not  only  pro.-p^tive  and  permanent,  bnt  most 
extensive  in  its  operation.  It  covered  the  whole 
public  domain.  It  extended  to  lands  surveyed  and 
nnsurveyed.  It  exposed  the  richest  portiona  of 
any  and  all  to  be  picked  and  select  d,  to  be  seized 
upon  and  taken  up,at  the  inconsiderable  price  of  a 
dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre,  as  well  to  gratify  the 
avarice  and  cupidity  of  greedy,  rapacious  specu- 
lators, as  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  the  needy  bnt  bard 
laboring  and  meritorious  cultivator.  It  wonld  su- 
persede and  put  an  end  to  the  whole  land  system;  a 
systeiii  almoitt  coevel  with  the  Oovernmeat,  which 
had  been  in  successful  operation  nearly  half  a  cen- 
tury, had  been  tested  and  approved  by  long  expe- 
rience, and  the  benefic'al  effects  of  which  had  been 
seen  and  felt  by  all.  To  a  measure  of  such  tre- 
mendous import,  involving  consequences  so  mnch 
at  variance  with  public  policy,  so  seriously  affect- 
ing one  of  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  Mr. 
P.  would  repeat,  he  could  not  give  bis  asient. 

MoMDAT,  January  11,1841. 
The  question  being  upon  the  instrnclioni  moved 
by  Mr-  Cbittindxn,  as  follows: 

Raolved,  Tliat  Uw  bill  b«  racommiued  to  the  commitim 
Uwt  reporteii  it,  with  iattruaiiana  to  report  amendmenia  itiema 
to  Ute  fnllowini  elTect: 

lat  To  diitributB  ilie  prouads  of  the  aalu  of  the  public  tanda 
amonc  the  aaTeral  State*  of  the  Union  in  juat  and  aquUalile  pro- 
portiona. 

2d.  To  grant  to  actual  l>ona  fide  aettlera  upon  the  public 
lands  the  riftit  of  pre-empiioit  to  any  quantity  thereof  not  ex- 
ceeding one  half  seciion,  or  330  acrea,  including  place  of  aet- 
Uemeni,  at  the  minimum  price  of  ai  83  per  acre,  with  auctt 
proTiainnaaaahall  limit  thb  tight  of  aettlemmt  and  pre-aoip- 
lion  to  actual  bona  fide  eeitlera  whoae  e«ata  at  the  time  of  set- 
Usmeni  shall  not  exceed  the  value  of  aliOtXI:  and  fnither, 
wiih  luch  proTiaione  as  shall  effeciually  exclude  the  wealthier 
speculalora  from  all  beoeSia  under  thla  law,  and  thall  lAvTent 
them  from  inierfering  with,  or  participating  in,  ih«  piirilem 
and  1  ight  of  aettlemeot  and  pre-emption  which  are  betebjr 
wanted  and  intended  for  Ihe  aole  advantage  of  the  needy  and 
honeataeiilara  and  culiiratota  of  the  aoil. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  addressed  the  Senate  in 
reference  to  the  instructions  he  had  moved.  He 
said  he  cotild  declare,  with  great  candor,  that  h« 
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had  not  made  the  motion  to  recommit  with  any  «x- 
pMlatiOD  of  delaying  the  Senate  in  its  action  on 
the  bill;  and  was  not  a  little  enrprised  at  the  nnex- 
peeled  effect  of  that  motion  on  the  temper  of  a 
portion  of  the  Senate.  It  had  not  been  his  wish 
that  the  iestrnctions  with  which  be  had  accompa- 
nied his  motion  shoald  hare  giren  rise  to  so  much 
diacaieien  aa  had  oecorred.  The  proposition  was 
a  perfectly  phUofone;  it  spoke  for  itself.  He 
would  consent  to  vote  for  allowing  the  bmafiie  set- 
tler to  have  his  land  at  the  minimam  price,  free 
from  the  interference  of  the  wealthy  speculator, 
and  therefore  he  proposed  so  to  amend  the  bill  as 
to  confine  its  operation  to  the  man  who  coald  make 
oath  that  bis  whole  property  did  not  exceed  the 
value  of  j(l,000.  He  woald  go  for  a  pre-emption 
law  if  gentlemen  wonld  consent  to  anite  with  it 
the  distribution  principle. 

Mr.  BENTON  made  notae  remarks  in  reply, 
which  were  given  in  oar  paper  of  the  13.h  iesiant. 

Mr.  MANQUM  of  North  Carolina  said  he  was 
far  froij  concurring  with-  the  honorable  Senator 
{Mr.  BxirroN]  in  the  opinion  that  there  was  any 
ioeoiigraity  between  the  bill  under  consideraiioo, 
and  the  proposed  amendment;  and  far  less  did  be 
conenr  in  the  justice  or  the  propriety  of  denonne- 
iag  the  ameodmeot  as  monstrous,  as  an  unfair 
made  of  assault,  a.",  in  short,  aa  enormity.  The 
truth  is,  (mid  Mr.  M.)  there  is  no  on«  »ho  Icoks 
at  the  various  raovf  menis  which  are  made  in  rela- 
tion to  the  public  lands,  and  the  various  quesiions 
which  come  up  he.e,  that  does  not  perceive  that  a 
consideration  of  one  of  them  necessarily  and  pro- 
perly calls  up  the  consideration  of  all  the  rival  and 
alternative  propositions. 

As  to  .the  pre-emption  bill  now  before  the  S.*nate, 
it  is  impossible  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  i',  and 
come  to  right  conclusions,  unless  we  consider  it  m 
connection  with  all  the  other  measures  of  its 
fdends — unlesi  we  consider  it  (as  it  is)  a  part  of  a 
great  system — as  an  eltmrnt  in  the  great  scheme  of 
a  definitive  and  nliimaie  dib-position  of  the  vast 
public  domain  of  the  country. 

It  is,  in  truth,  in  the  language  of  the  honorable 
Sebatorfrom  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Andkh^on,]  the  first 
step  10  a  final  disposition  of  the  public  domain.  1 
thank  the  Senator  for  this  explicit  and  manly 
avowal  of  the  purposes  and  views  of  the  friends  of 
this  measure.  Tbe  first  $iep  to  a  final  disposition 
of  the  public  domain!  Ye.s  sir;  it  is  the  first  step 
in  the  race  where  each  struggles  to  be  first  in  the 
great  wotk  of  squandering  and  fcatterin^  this  more 
than  princely  domain  to  all  the  winds  of  Heaven, 
by  bestowing  it  in  largesse5,  by  giving  it  to  .■sche- 
mers and  speculators,  and  inviting  toits occupa- 
tion all  the  ends  of  tbe  earth,  the  baidit  of  the  Ap- 
penines,  the  mercenary  Sfi-s,  the  hungry  loafer  of 
the  cities  of  the  Old  World,  the  offil  of  the  dis- 
gorged jails,  penitentiaries,  and  houses  of  correc- 
tion of  foreifin  countries — all,  all  are  invited  by 
this  bill  to  mingle  wiih  our  American  citizens,  and 
seize  upon  the  public  lands,  and  apprtjpriaie  them, 
excluding  the  old  States,  whose  property  in  com- 
mon with  their  sisters  they  are,  from  any  substan- 
tial and  egoal  participation  in  this  common  pro- 
perty of  them  all. 

I  confess,  said  Mr.  M.  that  I  am  at  a  loss  to  de- 
termine whith  is  the  most  objectionable,  tbe  prin- 
ciple or  the  details  of  this  bill.  To  me,  it  teems 
the  crudest,  tbe  mott  df  June,  and  the  least  safely 
guarded  that  I  have  ever  known  to  be  :'ntroJuced 
into  the  Senate.  It  being,  however,  a  sort  of 
wholesale  disposition  of  this  vast  propeity,  without 
equivalent'  or  consideration,  the  deta'ls  can  be  of 
bat  little  moment,  except  to  exhibit  to  a  curious 
observer  what  vast  results  may  be  found  in  con- 
nection with  the  weakest  bungling. 

This  bill  goes  to  revolutionize  the  whole  system 
of  pre-emption  itself,  as  that  bai  heretofore  exist- 
ed, and  in  the  end  to  abrogate  the  whole  land  sys- 
tem, which  has  been  built  up  and  consolida'ed 
through  a  series  of  ;  taif,  by  so  much  care  and  la- 
bor, and  which  has  extorted  praise  and  ettlogium 
from  all  «idei  of  this  Chamber.  Heretofore,  when 
settlement  had  gone  in  advance  of  a  regular  dispo- 
sition of  the  public  lands,  and  the  har^y  pioneers 
had  shown  evidence  of  good  citizenship  by  habits 
of  honest  labor,  Congiese,  out  of  tenderness  for  the 
ctaizea^anda  sanpoloos  jdeaiie  that   everyone 


should  enjoy  the  avail  jof  his  own  labor,  have  over- 
looked the  original  intrusion,  and  in  a  liberal  and 
parental  spirit  given  tbe  right  of  pre-emption,  so 
that  every  one  might  crnlinue  to  enjoy  the  humble 
dwelling  and  other  improvements,  the  result  of  the 
sweat  of  his  own  brow  and  the  work  ot  his  hands. 
This  was  pure  bounty,  unmixed  gratuity,  conferred 
by  a  Oovemment  unwilling  to  repress  or  thwart 
the  energies  and  enterprise  of  these  hardy  men,  who 
had  sought  upon  the  dark  brow  of  the  wilderness  a 
resting  place  for  their  wives  and  their  children.  It 
was  a  kind  of  concession  to  the  restless  energies  of 
this  Anglo-American  race  of  ours,  ivfaich,  (hough 
a  little  too  UDobtervant  of  tbe  Tights  of  otiiers,  yet 
had  the  hearts,  the  hands,  the  wishes,  the  purposes, 
and  the  patriotic  aspirations  of  American  citizens 
— a  race  that  loved  their  country,  loved  liberty, 
and  were  readr  to  peril  all  they  had  in  enlerprites, 
dangerous  or  otherwise,  in  defence  of  their  country. 
It  may  be  that,  in  any  aspect,  financial  or  political, 
the  occasional  and  judicious  interposition  of  Con- 
gress in  their  behalf  was  wise,  as  mo.it  indubitably 
it  was  kind,  liberal,  and  parental.  All  these  cases 
were  retrospective,  overlooking  initiali«e  error, 
atd  quieting  these  hardy  pioneers  in  their  homes, 
their  titles,  and  all  the  fruits  of  their  labor.  If  this 
Itgislation  was  somewhat  unjust  to  the  old  Sates, 
yet  it  was  kind,  and  upon  the  whole  may  not  have 
been  unwise. 

But  now,  for  the  first  time,  it  i.s  proposed  to  hoM 
out  stmding  luies  and  temptations  to  the  whole 
world  to  come  and  seize  upon  our  public  domain. 
To  stistain  this  sweeping  prosprciive  measure  I 
have  heard  doctrines  avowed  more  objectionable 
than  the  measure  itself,  from  which  my  judgment 
revolts,  and  which,  I  am  con^deni,  could  they  be 
submitted  directly  to  the  whole  American  people, 
would  be  indignantly,  if  rot  coolemptaously,  re- 
jected. I  say  this  bill  invites  the  a  hole  world, 
alien-!  as  well  as  citizens,  to  come  and  take  postes- 
s:onof  our  pnblic  domain;  sujd  howl  Under  any 
rule7  According  to  any  nniform  regulation?  No, 
no,  sir.  The  bounty  is  held  out  to  (he  Kwiftest  foot 
and  the  strongest  arm;  these  are  to  seize,  and  de- 
fend what  has  been  seized,  with  all  the  means  that 
Oud  and  Nature  have  placed  in  their  hands.  And 
all  this  worst  of  confusion  and  demoralization  to 
be  eanclioned  by  this  grave  body;  ay,  to  be  invited, 
solicited  by  our  legislation. 

If  we  were  a  weak  and  feeble  nation,  ph3rsically 
unable  to  defend  our  liberties,  we  might  indeed 
hold  out  inducements  to  foreigners  to  bring  to  our 
assistance  tbe  pr  <iec  ion  of  their  phy<ical  force. 
But  has  it  come  to  this:  (hat  we  are  obliged  to  in- 
vite foreigners  to  assist  us  in  tbe  defence  of  our 
heritage  of  liberty?  To  bring  amongst  us  the  arts 
of  civilizaiiool  To  ebhanee  our  power,  either 
moral-or  physical?  Can  any  one  believe  that  we 
are  reducrd  to  a  necessity  like  thai?  No,  sir.  The 
friends  of  this  nieasnre  would  cast  tuck  such  a 
taunt  with  scorn  and  indlgna'iou.  What  then? 
Can  any  one  doubt  t'lat  this  bill  is  the  first  step  to- 
wards the  squandering  and  wasting  the  public  do- 
main^ so  far  as  the  old  States  are  concerned?  That 
the  new  States  feel  as  a  fetter,  that  galls  their  over- 
excited feasibility,  the  claim  of  the  old  Stales  to 
land  within  their  limits?  To  get  rid  of  th>,  and  to 
make  the  destruction  of  the  rights  of  the  old  States 
sudden  and  complete,  it  is  proposed  to  invest  with 
the  highest  privilege  of  American  freemen  foreign- 
ers not  naturalized.  To  give  to  alien  ttrangeis, 
who  will  come  and  take,  what  indisputably  belongs 
to  all  the  States  in  common.  And  this  to  assuage 
a  painfni'semibitity,  an  over-wrought  pride,  that 
will  concede  nothing  to  those  wh»  have  given  them 
evelry  thing.  As  if  not  content  with  the  desecra- 
tion of  our  rights  of  property,  it  is  contended  that 
the<e  favored  aliens  chall  al>o-  exercise  the  rights  of 
sufiVage — the  highest  rights  of  freemen,  and  be 
endowed  by  lhe.se  State.s  wi^h  the  elective  fran- 
chise, in  disregard  of  Congress  and  all  the  co- 
States. 

1  mean  not  (said  Mr.  M.)  to  go  into  the  argu- 
ment of  this  incidental  question,  momentous  and 
alarming  as  it  would  be,  did  we  not  feel  confident 
that  it  will  ever  be  met  by  the  real  people  of  the 
United  States  with  a  stern  and  uncompromising 
resistance.  -  Tbe  doctrine  is  anti-national;  it  is  in- 
compatible with  the  rtty  eonoeption  of  a  poUiieal 


community  endowed  with  the  pewer  of  perpetuat- 
ing its  in.siituiions.  No  nation  that  I  know  of, 
(hat  had  risen  to  the  dignity  of  an  indepeadent 
community,  ever  tolerated  tiie  inditcriminate  ad- 
mission of  foreigners  and  alien  iaSuenoes  to  a  full 
participation  in  Its  elections  and  its  government. 
What  IS  our  ease?  Who  effected  our  ftevolotioB? 
Tbe  people  of  the  respective  States.  They  had 
formed  independent  political  eommunilies.  Thwe 
States,  before  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Con«tita- 
tion,  did  of  right  exercise  the  power  of  determining 
who  should  be  coilsideied  citizens  and  entitled  to 
all  tbe  privileges  and  iiofmnnities  of  citizens.  Tbej 
farther  r'ghtfuUy  regulated  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions upon  which  aliens  might  be  adopted  ia  ifae 
community,  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
free  citizens.  Who  did,  and  might  rigblfnlly  do, 
all  this?  The  people  of  tbe  States.  Who  could 
gainsay  i  ?  Could  the  Englishman,  the  HoUasder, 
Uie  Italian,  or  the  Pole?  Unqoestionabty-  not. 
Who  then?    None  but  the  people  of  the  States. 

By  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  each  State 
conferred  upon  the  General  CKivemment,  as  a  com- 
mon agent,  all  tho!«  powers  which  it  could  better 
exercise  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  whole  than  could  the 
States  respectively  for  themselves;  reserving  to  the 
States  such  as  could  be  best  exercttej  by  and  for 
themselves.  This  common  agent  had  in  charge  all 
our  foreign  relations,  and  had  the  regulation  of  all 
our  intcrcaurse  with  foreign  powers.  This  Fede- 
ral Government  and  these  Stale  Qovernmen's  were 
made  by  and  for  the  people  of  the  United  States 
and  their  posterity.  The  power  ot  passing  nniform 
laws  of  naturalization  of  foreigners  was  conferred 
on  the  common  agent — the  Federal  Oovenuneni. 
This  giant  passed  tbe  whole  power.  Such  was  the 
opinion  of  the  enlightesed  and  able  eootemporaae- 
oas  writers  in  the  Federalist;  such  has  been  the 
uniform  opinion  of  every  respectable  writer  on 
constitutional  law,  as  far  as  I  know;  such  has  been 
the  exposition  in  a  majority  of  the  Slates,  as  I  sup- 
pose; certainly  such  has  been  the  exposition  in 
North  Carolina  by  all  its  auihorities,  judicial 
and  legislative.  The  distribution  of  political  pow- 
er in  the  States,  as  well  as  the  General  Oo  verataeat, 
rests  upon  a  right  ennmefation  of  the  people  of  tbe 
respective  States.  Our  whole  political  ccheme 
restj  upon  it.  It  was  provident,  therefore,  that,  ia 
a  matter  eo  immediately  affecting  the  relative 
power  of  the  State,  there  should  be  some  naiform 
ro'e  regulating  accessions  from  abroad  of  aliens, 
with  habits,  feelings,  and  pricciples  often  alien, 
not  to  say  hostile,  to  the  genius  and  spiiit  of  our 
institutions.  Such  a  provision  is  conformable  to 
the  general  sense  of  mankind  in  all  ages  in  well- 
regulated  political  communities.  Hence  I  regai^ 
the  provision  in  the  Constitution  of  Illinois  as  in 
coi^ct  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stairs, 
and  of  course  void,  and  that  a  persistence  in  the 
enumeration  of  aliens  as  citizens,  so  as  to  affect 
the  relations  of  political  power  between  her  and 
the  other  States,  and  the  permitting  of  them  to  ex-  - 
ereise  the  elective  franchl'^e  so  as  to  affect  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Government  common  to  alt  tbe  State*, 
would  be  in  bad  faith  and  clearly  violatory  of  their 
common  bond. 

The  question  it  not  whether  Congrets  caa  pre- 
scribe the  qualifications  which  shall  connitnte  a 
voter  in  the  States.  No  one  contends  for  aay  soch 
thing.  The  States  can  each  prescribe  for  itself  in 
every  respect,  except  where  inhibited  by  the  coc- 
ferring  of  the  power  on  the  Qjneral  Government, 
and  those  who  are  empowered  to  vote  for  members 
of  (he  most  numerous  branch  of  the  Stat*  Legisla- 
ture may  also  vote  for  membeis  of  Congress,  and 
none  others.  The  only  difficulty  is,  not  in  the  non- 
existence, but  in  the  application  of  the  remedy,  iq 
cases  where  the  States  shall  transcend  their  con- 
stitutional authority.  Wherever  the  authorities  of 
this  Government  can  reach  the  case,  they  can  ap- 
ply the  remedy.  If  aliens  shall  vote  for  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives,  npon  a  qaes< 
lion  of  contested  election,  the  House  may  take  ja. 
risdiction  and  rectify  the  error. 

[Here  Mr.  Wrioht  of  New  York,  asked  what 
will  you  do  in  the  case  of  a  Senator  elected  to  this 
body  by  a  Legislature  in  part  formed  by  the  votes 
of  aliens?] 

Mr.  M.  wid  ihe  0DI7  difficoltjr  consisted  i^  ap. 
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plyuK  the  nmedy.  la  the  caw  put,  great  difficalty 
mMiMoaTenience  might  arise,  peroaps  insapera- 
ble>-«iid  10  in  many  other  cases  thai  might  be  pat. 
What  wonid  the  Senator  do  in  the  case  where  a 
mjoiity  of  the  States  should  dedi^  or  lefase  to 
•toet  Senators  to  liiis  chamberl  In  the  latter  ease 
it  vonld  operate  at  once  to  the  destractlon  of  the 
Ctovcnsaent,  and  yet  I  know  of  n*  remedy.  The 
iraih  is,  in  onr  complex  political  system,  much  has 
hMB  left,  and,  of  n(ce«Uy,  most  bare  been  left,  to 
Ike  good  fUtb  of  the  States,  the  authors  and  cre- 
•ton  irf  oar  system.  And  perhaps  in  every  case 
where  a. practical  nmedy  if  not  prorided,  it  was 
deaaed  safe  to  leare  it  to  the  good  faith  and  good 
•ease  u  the  patties  to  the  covenant.  Bot  I  have 
toraad  aside  to  this  iaeidental  qaeslion  mainly  to 
enter  my  protest  against  the  doctrines  avowed;  and 
le  show  that  North  Carolina,  in  that  good  faith 
which  has  always  characterized  her  relations  with 
this  Oovernment,  holds  that  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  has  abrogated  her  constiin- 
tloiMl  provision  for  the  naturalization  of  ali«ns, 
and  that  she  may  not  swell  her  relative  power  in 
tte  Confederacy,  eitliei  by  the  enumeration  of 
•bens  or  the  permitting  of  them  to  exercise  the 
tleeitWfraaohise. 

I  said  in  the  totset  that  I  found  great  diffiealty  in 
dalerauning,  in  ivferenee  to  the  present  bill,  which 
was  the  more  objeetionable,  its  principle  or  its  de- 
Mttla.  In  reepecc  to  the  latter,  they  have  been  ex- 
yoMd  by  various  Senators  so  fully  and  clearly  that 
"ha  11^0  rans  may  read."  When  before  now  has 
it  teen  proposed  to  hold  out  temptations  and 
immds  to  infants  who  by  law  owe  alle- 
giaaae  to  the  bead  of  their  family?  When  before 
■ov  has  it  been  proposed,  for  the  sake  of  encon- 
npag  eougration,  to  break  up  domestic  relations — 
mim  primeval  bonds  of  sooiety  which  it  is  of  so 
■radi  iniiortaaee  to  keep  sacred  and  intact?  The 
•alnlieB  that  looks  to  the  highest  office  in  the  Re- 
ynVUc  nu9  hare  an  interest  in  inviting  into  the 
wcJie  all  infants  that,  at  the  end  of  the  itext  four 
vaais,  may  be  invested  with  the  rights  of  sofirage. 
XWa  biU  holds  oat  the  same  benevolent  intentions  to- 
waidt  widows.  How  Vzcellent  a  virtue  is  bene- 
votakoal  And  how  cheap,  too,  is  the  beneficence 
tbateoafera  bomties  out  of  other  people's  goods 
•ad  ehatiels,  lands  and  tenements  I  Bat,  like  the 
witch's  prophecy,  while  it  keeps  the  promise  to  the 
•ar,  it  breaks  it  to  the  hope.  The  whole  is  mere 
ddosiea— iiis  worst — it  is.  imposture.  8neh  wi- 
diowsas  reside  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of 
Aa  lands  to  be  settled  may  possibly  get  the  benefits 
of  the  bill,  bat  the  great  body  of  the  desiituie 
widows  throughoat  the  Uaion,  and  especially  on 
the  Atlaatic  frontier,  will  not  be  benefited  a  stiver. 

Again,  there  is  another  principle  in  the  bill  more 
.«hieetioaabl«.  Its  operation  is  extended  to  land  nn- 
•srveyed.  The  entire  alien  popnlation  of  the  globe, 
as  well  as  our  citizens,  are  invited  and  tempted 
into  our  national  domain  before  a  chain  carrier  has 
aatned  upon  iu  Proclamation  is  made  to  all  to 
enaa  aad  seiae  upon  our  best  spots,  and  they  shall 
keep  whatever  they  take.  Has  any  Qovernment 
ia,ttM  world  acted  upon  a  principle  like  thist  Most 
it  n«t  inevitably  lead  to  riot,  bloodshed,  and  gcne- 
lal  confasieni  Where  have  ever  such  lures  been 
keid  oat  to  alien  interlopers,  bandits,  and  scape 
giaees  of  foreign  lands  to  come  and  seize  npon 
ao  rich  an  inheritance,  aad  hold  it  by  strong 
am*  ar  at  the  muzzle  of  the  rifle?  All  they 
are  le^nired  to  is  te  come  upon  the  land,  to 
build  a  log  cabin  or  some  other  dwelling,  and 
eall  it  a  settlement,  and  the  right  of  pre-emption 
is  fixed.  How  long  are  they  required  to  occupy?  A 
week,  or  a  day,  is  sufficient;  for  no  specific  length 
oftime  is  required  by  the  bill.  How  many  settle- 
ments may  be  made  .by  the  same  person?  The 
biUasintrodaeed  prescribed  no  limitation.  A  re- 
hietaat  limitation  to  one  in  the  same  S;aie  has  been 
imposed'  by  a  vote  of  amendment;  yet  the  same 
peraon  may  make  the  tonr  of  all  the  frontier  bar* 
rier  of  States  and  Territories,  and  in  each  the  work 
«f  a  day  may  seeare  a  quarter  section  of  land  in  the 
most  favored  spots  at  the  mioimam  price,  and  that, 
too,  on  a  credit,  to  be  paid  whenever,  and  only 
whenever,  the  convenience  of  the  eateiprising  and 
travelled  gentleman  may  seem  best  to  admit  of  iu 
What  a  broadcast  waste  aad  squandering  of  this 
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vast  national  property!  The  waste  wonld'be  a  re- 
proach to  the  age;  and  the  consequent  riots,  feuds, 
and  confusion  would  mark  this  measure  as  an 
epoch  in  the  oareer  of  profligate  wastefulness  of  a 
discomfited,  def.-ated,  and  desperate  Administra- 
tion. True  it  is,  by  an  amendment,  the  same  per. 
son  shall  be  entitled  to  bat  pre-emption.  But  what 
may  hinder  him  ficom  getting  one  in  each  and  every 
Siaie  'and  Territory?  Whrre  are  the  guards? 
What  check  is  provided?    None,  not  pne! 

One  of  the  amendments  declares  that  a  man  may 
not  move  off  from  a  settled  home  and  get  a  pre- 
emption by  going  on  the  public  land  in  the  same 
State.  What  prohibits  his  doing  the  thing  by  go- 
ing into  the  next  State  or  Territory?  or  all  the  o^i 
^  States  and  Territories?  It  is  declared  to  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor;  and  yet  a  man  on  a  fraction  of 
forty  acres  may  not  have  the  benefit,  while  the 
wealthiest  money-holder  may  avail  himself  of  the 
privilege.  Admirable  equality.  Tbe  friends  of 
tbe  measure  have  refused  to  confine  these  bounties 
to  the  poor;  worth  not  more  than  |1,000  or  |500, 
and  yet  the  map  fixed  to  a  poor  spot  of  little  value, 
with  his  wife  and  children,  shall  be  inhibited,  while 
the  rich  in  bank  stock,  money,  or  other  personal 
estate,  shall  eajoy  it.  Tois  is  one  of  the  beauties 
of  a  scheme  conceived  in  a  spirit  of  speh  ardent 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  poor  and  laboring 
man. 

Bat  an  objection  yet  stronger,  if  possible,  exis» 
to  the  mode  of  adjusting  aad  settling  the  diq>pies 
ariring  from  conflicting  claims  among  these  settlers. 
The  mode  proposed  in  the  bill  is  qnite  charaeteristic 
of  the  principles  of  tbe  past  and  the  present  Admi- 
nistration which  now  Kes  stranded.  It  brings  the 
masses  of  eonflieting  claims  which  now  must  arise 
under  this  bill  within  the  rsnge  of  Executive  de- 
termiaation  to  be  despatehtd  sammarily  and  with 
a  (ort  of  military  celerity — the  Executive  agent, 
disposing  of  a  eomplieated  and  knotty  question  of 
private  right  with  the  facility  that  be  would  wheel 
a  squadron  of  well-diteiplined  political  troops.  Sir, 
it  erects  a  new  sort  of  judieanre,  with  vast  and  un- 
restrained powers,  taking  within  the  scope  of  its 
jurisdiction  vast  and  complicated  interests. 

Tbe  registers  and  receivers  of  the  land  districts, 
subject  to  the  regnlation  of  the  head  of  the  land 
office,  are  to  dispose  of  all  the  questions  of  eon- 
fliotiDg  claim  in  a  summary  way.  Can  any  one 
failta  perceive  that  here  is  held  ont  every  conceiva- 
ble lure  and  temptation  to  fraud;  that  the  bill 
opens  the  way  to  a  regular  system  of  corruption; 
that  these  powers  will  be  devolved  on  men  not 
most  distinguished  generally  for  ability,  and  yet 
with  duties  overtasking  tbe  highest  ability?  Will 
it  not  tend  to  corrupt  both  the  Government  and  its 
dealers?  May  it  not  be  wielded  lo  as  to  sabjugate 
the  entire  frontier,  from  the  lakes-to  the  gulf,  to  the 
will  of  their|  politico-judicial  mastets?|  A  doztn 
men  make  a  tush  for  a  ntill  seat  or  water  privilege 
or  salt  spring,  and  in  ease  tbe  rifli  and  bowie  knife 
shall  fail  as  judicial  instruments  to  settle  the  con- 
troversy, then  tbe  appeal  lies  to  this  other  eccentri- 
cal judicial  tribunal  of  the  registers  and  receivers, 
whose  jndgmeats  are  to  be  final  and  definitive.  I 
suppose  we  need  not  fear  that  the  sword  of  Brenr- 
ntiis,  or  the  bowie  knife,  or  other  extraneous  mat- 
ters, will  be  thrown  into  the  judicial  scales. 

But  this  is  a  log  cabin  bill.  In  its  title  it  pur- 
ports to  be  fspeeially  for  the  tenants  of  log  cabins. 
Its  friends  are  friends  of  tbe  log  calnn;  it  is  design- 
ed to  confer  a  bounty  on  the  great  body  of  those 
poof  men  who  have  no  means  to  better  their  condi- 
tion bnt  to  settle  on  a  little  spot  of  wild  land  and 
build  ihetaselves  a  log  cabin.  Yes!  it  Is  to  provide 
a  home  for  the  log  cabin  men,  for  the  poor,  hard 
handed,  honest,  industrious  settler !  Admirable  be- 
neficence! I  am  glad  to  see  gentlemen's  sympa- 
thies awakened  for  this  great  body  of  our  citizens 
— the  greatest,  indeed,  whether  we  regard  them  for 
physical  force,  devoted  patriotism,  or  for  those 
homely,  simple,  primitive,  imtainied,  aad  genuine 
virtues  so  much  ont  of  fiisbion  in  the  saiooas  of 
the  great  and  powerful.  I  respect  them,  I  esteem 
them,  and  I  would  cherish  them  to  the  extent  of  my 
ability.  Yet  with  what  consistency  have  we  seen 
tbe  gentlemen  act  who  hold  to  ns  this  langaan? 
Willyhey  consent  to  a  |500  limitatioD?  No.  To 
a  f  1,000  UmitatioBi    No,  sir.    They  iante  to  com- 


petition wiih  them,  not.  only  the  wealthy  of  otur 
own  country,  but  the  whole  world,  of  every  tongue 
and  clime,  whether  they  come  in  lags  or  purple  and 
fins  linen. 


And  yet  they  talk  as  if  the  bill  w«m  especially 
for  the  poor.  Who  can  believe  it?  Or  who  does 
not  believe  and  know  that  the  bill  is  what  one  of 
its  friends  deteribed  it,  [Mr.  ANDaaaov,]  the  first 
step  towards  a  final  disposition  ef  the  puUio  do- 
maiat 

I  amaot,  indeed,  disposed,  either  as  a  private  in* 
dividual  or  a  pubbs  man,  to  regard  tbe  pnUfas  do- 
main purely  in  a  financial  view.  The  General 
Oovemment  holds  these  lands  as  a  tm^  They 
should  administer,  or  rather  execute,  this  trust  re* 
posed  in  them,  justly,  but  with  liberality. 

I  am  not  for  restrietisg  the  system  to  such  role* 
as  bind  a  master  in  chancery.  I  wonld,  if  I  souM, 
elevate  myself  to  the-  position  of  a  statesman.  I 
would  regard  the  public  domain  as  a  trust,  inwhioh 
all  the  Stales  have  aa  equal  iaterest.  WhUe  I  am 
just,  I  would  be  liberal;  but  while  liberal,  I  would 
be  ju.t.  I  ask,  what  r^ht  has  this  Federal  Oo- 
vemment to  administer  this  trust  but  in  such  a  maa* 
aer  that  it  diall  inure  to  the  beaefit  of  all  the  StaiasI 
Where  do  gentlemen  find  Iheir  authority?  No- 
where. 

To  judge  rightly  of  this  specific  measure,  w« 
must  consider  it  in  connection  with  the  graduatiM 
bill.  And  who  eaa  d  oubt  that  the  t*o  naited  wiU 
eat  deeply  into  the  financial  resoureas  of  the  coon* 
try? — that  they  will  deduct  large  sums  from  the  fia> 
«al  means  of  this  Govenuneat?  What  is  the  first 
step  in  the  practical  operation  of  this  bill}  la  tha 
first  place,  all  the  lands  likely  lo  bring  a  pries  ovor 
the  minimum  established  by  law  will  be  seized 
on  forthwith,  not  only  by  our  own  citiaeoB,  bot  by 
the  rentgadoes  and  aliens  of  the  old  world.  And 
then  what  remain*— what  gentleamaoall  the  lefaae 
laads — will  be  brought  under  the  auotioneerM 
hammer  on  behalf  of  the  Oovemment.  Who  will 
bid.  No  one.  What  next?  These  laads  having 
be«n  eSered,  and  remaining  unsold,  the  auetitm 
system  will  be  withdrawn  flrom  them,  aad  they 
will  ihea  be  sobjeeted  to  the  Proernslean  t^era- 
tion  of  the  graduation  system,  descending  ra- 
pidly from  |1  to  SOeeats,  35  cents,  and  ISi  oents, 
and  then  an  nncoaditional  sorreuder  of  the  residue 
lo  the  S»tes  respectively  in  whioh  they  lie.  -  The 
average  amount  of  the  auction  sales  under  the  pre- 
sent Adminisiratioa  does  not  muck  exeeed  the  no- 
aimum  price.  But  let  all  the  lands  wUoh  la  the  first 
place  wonld  sell  at  prices  greatly  exceedug  the 
minimhm  go  off  at  the  miDimum;  aad  then  ai^ly 
the  gtaduatioa  principle  to  the  residue;  is  it  net 
plain  that  the  avenge  income  from  auction  sales 
would  be  greatly  below  the  atiaimimi? 

On  this  subject  my  attention  has  beea  teeeally 
drawn  to  a  yitj  Taluable  and  importut  paper, 
which  diseloees  that  system  of  delusioa  which  ha* 
for  many  years  been  played  off  upon  the  pubUe 
mind;  such  a  systematio  scheme  of  deception  aad 
imposture  as  I  never  could  have  believed  to  exts*, 
had  it  not  been  proved  by  official  doeaments.  I  re« 
fer  to  what  has  beea  eoastaotly  told  as  ia  feferenca 
to  this  principle  of  graduation.  I  will  not  detaia 
the  Senate  by  goiag  through  all  the  details,  though 
they  eminently  deserve  the  most  eareftal  and  atten- 
tive consideration,  and  I  hope  will  have  it  ftom  those 
■M>re  familiar  with  the  sabjeots  than  I  an;  and  if 
a  gross  delusion  has  beea  praoiised,  as  I  conoeiTr, 
for  yean  upon  the  old  State*,  I  trust  it  will  be  oor- 
reeied. 

I  find  that,  ia  puTsnaaee  of  a  reaoltttloa  adopted 
by  the  Senate,  tbe  head  of  the  laad  barean  caused 
retams  to  be  made  of  all  the  puWc  lands  unsold, 
ia  the  respective  States  and ,  Tenitoriea,  hoeom- 
panted  with  soeh  other  inforatatioa  a*  was  deemed 
usefalin  forming  a  just  estimate  of  the  value  of 
this  great  national  property.  I  -find  that,  on  the 
30  h  of  Jane  1898,  there  remained  ia  Ohio  3,584,- 
347  acres  of  public  land  unaoU.  Hm  laad  oOleers 
estimated  the  value  of  this  more  thaa  (wo  aad  a 
half  milUoos  of  aere  s  at  11,747,136,  or  nearly  oa« 
millioa  aad  thiec-qnanen  of  dollars.  These  lands 
had  beea  offend  and  in  maritet  from  seven  to 
twenty-eight  years,  bnt  little  less  tima  tb*  half  ef 
them  had  beea  in  market  twenty  years  and  up- 
wards.   Vuf  are  i^itaeated  w  iaMat,  aad  to 
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effect  Mle«  the  prices  oaght  to  be  gradaated. 
Well,  sir,  on  the  30t!i  of  Septsmber,  1837,  some 
nine  yean  thereafter,  npwards  of  two  millions  of 
aem  of  these  lands  had  been  sold  at  >he  minimnm 
of  |I  its  per  acre,  realizing  to  the  Treasary 
|3,726,599 — uceeding  the  esiicoa'es  of  the  officers, 
who  oaght  lo  hare  been  well  iaforaied,  by  the 
nm  of  1979,473,  or  nearly  one  million  of  dollars; 
here  then  remaining  on  hand  nearly  five  hundred 
boa  sand  acres,  the  most  of  which  has  since  been 
old  at  the  Oovenunent  price. 

I  find  similar  startling  discrepancies  between 
die  estimated  Tallies  and  the  stims  actually  realized 
ttvot  sales,  applying  to  Indiana,  Illinois,  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  Loaisiana,  Arkansas,  atd  Missoori 
In  the  St.  Loais  land  district  of  Missouri,  I  find 
that  on  the  30th  Jane,  1898,  there  remained  of 
paUie  lands  unsold  3,319,496  acres.  The^e  lands 
were  represented  as  baring  been  in  market  under 
the  Spanish  Gorernment  for  forty  ycarK,  and 
under  this  OoTemment  for  ten  years.  It  war 
farther  represented  that  they  had  been  so  "picked 
and  called"  that  there  did  not  remain  one  quarter- 
teetion  of  first-rate  land.  They  were  valued  at 
different  prices,  but  the  great  mass  at  I3i  cents  per 
aere.  The  total  value  was  estimated  at  ($333,000, 
or  about  the  third  of  a  million  of  dollar'. 

Well,  sir,  again.  On  the  30lh  September,  1837, 
oraboBtnine  years  thereafter,  ibe  Treasury  had 
reali2edf  71 1,000  from  these  land.s,  a  snin  exceed- 
ing the  estimated  value  of  the  whol«  of  them  by 
three  bandied  and  seventy  eiitht  thoasand  dollars, 
and  leaving  then  nnsold  1,600,000  acres,  much  of 
which,  bnt  how  raoeh  I  am  unable  to  g'a'.e,  has 
been  since  sold  at  the  Government  price.  . 

I  have  selected  the  St.  Louis  dfsirict  simply  be- 
cause there  we  find  a  great  bulk  of  intelligence,  and 
m'ght  have  expected  more  correct  information  from 
that  than  almost  any  other  district,  and  yet  from 
that  what  •  startling  difference  between  the  esti- 
mates and  the  faotsi  I  well  remember  how,  nearly 
twenty  years  ago,  these  halls  were  invoked  in  favor 
of  a  graduation  bill,  and  how  solemnly  we  were 
>sm«d  that  the  lands  on  which  it  was  intended  te 
operate  never  would  bring  the  mtnimam  price.  It 
was  argued  in  reply,  and  I  thought  with  great  ap- 
pwirance  of  truth,  that,  as  the  country  sboald  come 
to  b«  gradually  settled,  and  lines  of  commnDiea- 
tloD  should  be  opened  by  turnpikes  and  railroad.", 
or  other  facilities  afforded  for  the  transpoitatiou  of 
produce,  the  unsold  lands  woald  come  by  degrees 
to  be  cootlgnons  lo  infant  settlements,  and  would 
then  go  off  at  the  Qovemment  price.  In  a  dense 
popnimtion,  every  fool  of  land  fit  tot  caltivalion, 
thoagh  poor,  which  yields  any  sort  of  timber,  will 
go  off  at  ihai  price,  :n  many  instances,  if  for  no 
other  reason  than  to  keep  off  a  too  near  and  ineon- 
Tcnient  aetilemeat. 

In  looking  inta  the  history  of  our  settlements,  it 
will  be  found  generally,  if  not  universally,  true, 
that,  as  the  eooniry  fills  with  popalaiion,  the  infe- 
rior and  refuse  lands  come  to  be  priz'd,  and  go  off. 
And  so,  precisely  in  proportion  as  the  population 
advances  westwardly,  and  fills  each  locality,  in  the 
same  proportion  does  land  once  regarded  refqse  go 
off.  And  so  it  will  be  to  the  end,  excepting  enly 
those  lands  covered  viith  irreclaimable  swamps,  or 
jBome  other  obstacle  of  like  difficulty. 

Such  has  been  the  experience  of  the  old  Stales. 
In  my  own,  in  the  portion  that  I  know  best,  lands 
that  had  been  much  worn  fifty  or  eighty  years  a?©, 
tamed  ont  and  recovered  with  a  new  growth,  can- 
not be  bought  any  where,  there,  a<  low  as  the  Go- 
rernment  price. 

Sir,  the  grasping  propensities  of  this  Anglo-Ame- 
rican race  of  ours,  with  its  Ang'o  Saxon  blood, 
(said,  I  believe,  sir,  to  be  the  greatest  land  robbers 
in  the  world,)  would  give  the  Government  price, 
ay,  and  more,  when  the  density  of  population 
threatened  too  near  a  propinquity  of  some  disagree- 
able neighbor. 

In  Alabama,  I  find,  from  this  table,  the  most  sin- 
galar  and  extraordinary  resnlts.  There  the  popu- 
lation has  filled,  and  is  yet  filling.  In  the  Cahaw. 
ba  district  nearly  all  the  lands  have  been  sold  f«r 
ihcee,  four,  and  five  times  the  amount  of  the  esti- 
mated value  by  the  land  oflteers  in  1898.  And  so 
it  will  be  lo  the  end.  To  the  base  of  the  Rocky 
Wooaiaias,  and  when  yo«  shall  have  sealed  thrtr 


lofty  summits,  and  passed  to  the  western  base,  so 
it  will  continue  to  be,  until  the  restless  energies  of 
oar  people  shall  be  stayed  by  the  broad  Pacific  I 
would  invoke  the  serious  attention  of  Senators, 
more  conversant  with  thesesubjects  than  I  am,  to 
the  marked  contrast  between  tne  estimates  in  1828, 
and  the  ac'nal  results  as  proved  by  the  sales.  I 
will  8s'(  their  attention  to  the  singular  accuracy  with 
which  the  predictions  of  the  opponents  of  gradaa- 
lion  have  been  verified  by  the  results.  In  Ohio 
ihey  have  been  completely  tested  and  verified.  In 
Indiana,  not  so  fully;  but  the  experience  is  in  a  ra- 
pid process  of  development,  and  all  the  indioations 
augur  similarresults.  In  Missouri, the  experiment 
it  in  i's  initiative  process,  but  so  far  as  it  has  gone 
it  gives  the  most  flattering  promise  of  results  equal- 
ly satisfactory.  .And  so  of  all  the  rest. 

There  is  another  feature  of  the  bill  to  which  I 
feel  no  less  objection;  and  which  has  been  animad- 
verted on  by  the  Senator  from  Keniucky,  near  roe, 
[Mr.  Clat.]  I.lhink  it  presents  a  strong  objection 
to  the  bill.  The  Government  once  felt  severely 
the  inconvenience  of  the  credit  system  in  reference 
to  the  sale  of  our  public  lands.  Its  evils  will  not 
soon  be  forgotten.  This  bill  revives  that  credit 
system,  and  sobslitntes  it,  to  a  great  extent,  for  the 
cash  system  now  existing.  It  extends  creditj  pro- 
fessedly, to  one  entire  class  of  purchasers,  and 
prsctically  and  substantially  to  all.  A  man  seizes 
on  a  tract  of  land  before  he  pays  for  it,  and  is  to 
pay  for  it  within  a  year.  How  are  yoa  to  set  rid 
of  him  if  he  does  not  payl  When  the  "Conven- 
tion of  the  World,"  held  in  London,  shall  send 
beie  all  its  constiiaents,  how  are  you  to  get  rid  of 
them  if  they  fail  to  pay  for  their  landl  Does  not 
your  bill  convert  the 'system  of  cash  payments  into 
a  system  of  credit?  And  what  will  be  the  coase- 
qneneet  We  shall  have  petitioners  besieging  this 
and  th«  other  Hoate  of  Congress;  hosts  of  sturdy 
begrars,  petitioning  for  •  long  day,  then  to  take  a 
part  of  our  dues,  and  finally  to  forgive  them  their 
debt.  We  have  s«en  all  this;  and  are  likely,  shoald 
the  bill  pass,  to  see  it  again. 

We  all  remember  the  effect  of  the  national  pie- 
.thora  in  1818  and  1819.  Yon  know  how  your  ear 
was  vexed  with  perpetual  petitions,  until  at  last 
yon  weie  wearied  on',  and  you  gave  up  S3i  of 
your  demand,  and  allowed  the  debtors  a  long  time 
te  make  up  the  balance.  So  it  will  be  here.  If  a 
man  pay<i  you  in  cash,  it  will  be  a  matter  of  vo- 
luntary liberally.  All  the  better  land  which  might 
sell  well  at  auction  will  be  at  once  seized  npon,  and 
credit  of  necessity  ensues. 

Gentlebien  complain  of  the  illiberality  of  the 
old  States.  They  call  them  Shylocks,  and  say 
we  demand  our  pound  of  flesh,  and  all  that. 
I  repel  such  imputations,  as  far  as  they  are 
directed  against  me.  I  participate  as  largely 
in  the  pride  excited  by  the  progress  of  our  West- 
em  States  as  the  proudest  of  all  our  Western  men. 
I  see  with  wonder  and  joy  the  daily  developments 
of  that  vast  portion  of  oar  country,  and  I  am 
fully  aware  that  it  is  ere  long  to  become  the  cen- 
tre of  our  political  world.  My  constiiaents  do 
not  demand  of  me  to  become  a  Shylock  in 
'their  name;  they  rejoice,  as  I  do,  in  the  hourly  ex- 
pansion of  this  great  Republic;  they  exult  in  the 
extension  of  its  population,  bearing  with  it,  in  all 
directions,  the  arts  of  civilization,  the  love  of  liber- 
ty, and  an  adherence  to  our  invaluable  Cnnstita- 
tion.  We  are  prepared  to  go  as  far  as  gentlemen 
from  the  West  themselves  in  doing  all  that  can 
with  justice  be  done  to  give  a  stimulus  to  the 
growth  of  the  new  States  of  the  Confederae y.  But 
really,  with,  I  acknowledge,  but  a  very  slight  op- 
portunity of  forming  an  opinion,  it  does  seem  lo 
me  that  the  charge  of  illiberality  is  as  little  sustain- 
ed by  fads  and  reason  as  any  accusation  I  ever 
witnesjed  in  my  life.  What  ic  the  relation  which 
these  Statts  bear  t*  the  Goremment  while  thty  yet 
remain  in  their  state  of  territorial  pupilage?  Have 
thcynot  all  been  In  successioa  the  firstlings  and  the 
norselings  of  Congres^?  Have  we  not  dandled 
them  npon  the  knees  of  patronage,  rocked  them  in 
the  aradie  of  indulgence,  and  fed  them,  like  petted 
infants,  with  the  money  of  this  Government?  If 
any  thing,  we  have  indulged  them  too  fondly,  till, 
like  other  pew,  they  have  been  in  danger  of  becom- 
ing spoiled  by  overinacb  kindness.     Who  can 


deny  that  the  West  has  ever  been  treated,  I 
w  iih  the  utmost  liberaliT)?  Ncrer  have  they  Ofsked 
for  either  public  or  private  aid  at  war  handrand 
been  refused.  We  have  given  them  lands  and  mo- 
ney, and  we. have  poared  forth  the  chivalry  of  tb« 
old  States  for  their  defence  in  danger.  Sorely  they 
have  no-  just  grounds  of  complaint.  AgainM  me 
they  certainly  have  not,  for  I  am  rea^  to  lend 
them  all  the  aid  in  my  power  toward  attainmg  that 
commanding  position  which  it  is  their  destiny  to 
attain. 

Bnt  what,  I  ask,  is  likely  to  be  the  effect  of  snek 
a  bill  as  this  upon  the  older  Slates?  Tbe  palbOt 
lands  constitntea  trost  fund,  to  be  adminisl«raAfor 
the  benefit  of  all  the  States^ and  not,  for  the  s«h« 
ef  throwing  into  the  West  a  tffeteraatdral  plethora 
of  growth  and  prosperity,  to  inflict  injustice  and  in- 
jory  upon  the  rest  of  the  Union,  And  yet  what 
must  be  the  effect  of  such  a  bill  on  the  strength  and 
prospects  of  the  old  States?  The  enterprisjag.  the 
adventurous  yonng  men,  will  all  flee  to  the  Weef, 
and  leave  the  old  States  to  weakness  and  deerejii- 
tude,  and  we  are  to  be  left  to  support  the  eompata* 
lively  inerijnase  which  they  leave  behind.  Yet,ili 
all  that  tends  to  elevate  the  human  character— in 
all  that  fosters  moral  and  inielleetnal  ezcellenee, 
they  might  have  enjoyed  at  least  equal  advawagca^ 
had  they  remained  at  home.  Certain  it  is  thnt 
North  Carolina  has  poured  forth  into  the  West  and 
Southwestern  country  a  mass  of  talent  and  energy 
such  as,  had  it  remained  there,  would  haveenablied 
my  Slate  lo  lift  her  head  as  proadly  as  any  one  of 
her  sisters  in  the  great  family  of  the  Union.  And 
ought  it  not  to  be  the  aim  of  this  Government  lo  in* 
fuse  an  equal  degree  of  health  and  vigor  into  ttttf 
portion  of  this  wide  Republic?  Do  oar  Western 
friends  desire  to  see  us  impoverished,  in  order  that 
they  miy  be  built  up  and  itreagtbenedl  I  waU 
know  that,  shoald  we  be  invaded  by  a  foreigH  foe, 
or  oar  honor  or  safely  threatened  with  danger,  the 
men  of  the  West  would  be  the  first  to  hasten  lo  oar 
side.  A  more  chivalrous  people  does  not  esist 
upon  earth;  and  generosity  is  wed  known  as  foiwt- 
iag  a  prominent  feature  in  their  character.  And 
sore  I  am  that,  could  they  tiat  atntraet  their  minds 
for  a  moment  fiom  the  force  of  that  pnjediee 
which  has  grown  up  with  a  false  system  of  adminin. 
tration  of  the  public  lands,  the  new  Sutts  woaM 
be  the  last  to  de&ire,  by  excessive  and  nnaataml 
stimulus,  to  withdraw  the  resoarces  and  proBtnw 
the  strength  of  their  venerable  moiheis  on  the  At- 
lantic board. 

I  ash  the  friends  of  this  bill  lo  point  ont,  if  ihey 
can,  one  single  compensation  it  offers  to  the  eM 
States  for  tempting  their  popalatiM,  even  lads  of 
eighteen,  to  leave  their  homes  and  their  parents  and 
go  into  the  new  States.  I  know  of  none.  .1  can 
perceive  none,  unless  it  be  to  leave  to  desolation 
th«  patrimonial  fireside.    None,  none. 

Bat  we  are  lold-  by  my  friend  from  Misaonti 
[Mr.  Lmif]  that  it  is  indispensable  that  this  systena 
of  pre-emptions  should  go  on,  becanse  Ibe  Ameri- 
can  people  cannot  be  restrained  from  seizing  on  the 
lands  of  the  Gtoverament,  and  that  all  atiempla  to 
put  a  stop  to  it  must  be  vain  and  idle.  I  eonfeca  I 
was  surprised  at  hearing  langaage  like  this..  I  had 
entertained  a  very  different  opinion  indeed  of  the 
American  people;  and  my  life  on  it— knowing  thnt 
gentlemen  as  I  do  to  be  brave,  prompt,  and  reso- 
lute— I  am  confident  that  were  he  Preanleni  of  ihe 
United  States,  and  shoald  the  law  be  openly  rcsHl- 
ed,  he  could  and  would  enforce  its  execntion. 

[Mr.  Linn,  (speaking  across.)  I  would  resiga 
first.] 

Ay,  the  Senator  might  res^.  The  kindliness  of 
his  heart  and  his  habitual  indulgence  of  the  wishes 
of  his  constituents  might  yiduce  it.  That  provas 
nothing.  But  his  energy  could  arrest  what  his 
kindness  might  iulerate.  I  ]uow  very  well  that, 
when  vast  throngs  of  lawless  settlers  shall  have 
been  accumulated  on  the  frontier,  it  would  be  an 
odious  task,  and  abhorrent  to  the  feelings  of  every 
American  citizen,  to  attempt  to  remove  them  by 
the  bayonet.  Happily,  there  never  has  a  human 
being  in  the  country  suffered  death  in  voch  a  stni(. 

fie  since  the  foundation  of  the  Government.  Ba 
have  DO  doubt  that  this  enlightened  and  law 
abiding  people,  differing  as  ihey  do  from  the  popa 
lation  of '  any    natioa    nnder    H«areD,   won! 
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Ttsp«et  their  own  authority  too  mocb  to  rests 
tbeir  own  lawn.  In  Europe,  indeed,  obedience 
most  be  enforced  by  a-fore«t  of  bayonets,  tad  a 
park  of  anilteryj  bat  here,  in  this  frte,  self-governed 
repnblic,  there  is  no  law  bat  may  be  enforced  by  the 
eonsiable  and  his  staff.  Atnong  my  coontrymen, 
•  little  scrip  of  parchment  in  the  hands  of  a  plainly 
dressed,  unarmed  citizen,  works  )ike  a  charm;  no 
sooner  is  it  exhibited  than  the  Dplifled  hand  falls 
powerless  to  the  side,  and,  lik«  geanine  descendants 
of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  it  is  their  pfride,  iheir 
choice,  their  glory,  to  bow  to  ibe  majesty  of  ibe  laws. 
If,  indeed,  yoti  allow  wohle  States  to  be  filled  np 
by  sqaatters — I  beg  pardon,  I  mean  by  gmtltmm 
who  ihiak  proper  to  set  down  on  land  which  does 
aot  belong  to  them,  and  without  any  pretence  of 
UHe— we  may  prefer  to  pass  a  retrospective  pre- 
emption law  to  pressing  oar  demand  and  standing 
■pon  the  righ's  of  the  Government.  Bat,  for  the 
fallire,  let  £e  President  place  npon  oar  new  lands, 
not  hisnninfonoed  soldiers,  with  their  bayonets,  bat 
a  eorpe  of  his  marshals  and  their  tipstaves,  and  let 
the  tist  intrnder  be  broaght  up  and  tried.  I  have 
ao  donbi  that  even  there  a  jary  of  the  vicinage 
would  convict  and  punish  him. 

[Mr.  LiifK  here  shook  his  head  and  said, 
"Rever;  it  has  been  tried,  over  and  over."] 

Sir,  the  failure  must  have  resoited  from  some  in- 
judicious  mode  of  bringing  up  the  matter.  Let  the 
naked  questions  to  the  jury,  the  isolated  facts  be, 
"whether  there  was  inlrosion  into  the  lands,"  and 
"whether  npon  aathorlly  from  this  Government," 
and  all  that  I.  dare  to  pat  upon  it  I  would  put,  that 
the  verdict  would  generally  conform  to  the  evi- 
deaee.  In  that  case,  yotir  judges  would  do  the 
nai. 

Bat  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  goes  for  the 
tail  because  "the  great  West  must  avail  herself  of 
her  natural  advanuges."  I  once  acted  on  that 
principle  in  behalf  of  North  Carolina,  in  the  me- 
morable matter  of  the  branch  mints.  That  bill 
was  to  enable  North  Carolina  to  "avail  herself  of 
her  natvnl  advmtaga."  Now,  I  never  yet  rightly 
understood  what  that  phrase,  "natural  advantages," 
means;  and  I  cannot  admit  the  argument  which  is 
fbnnded  on  it  till  I  understand  it  a  little  better.  And 
the  more  especially,  since  that  incomprehensible 
abs*taetion,  that  oily  phrase,  betrayed  me  into  one 
of  the  errors,  not  to  say  follies,  into  which  I  fear  I 
fell  when  I  formerly  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this 
Chamber.  The  natural  advantages  of  Ibe  Weal; 
in  wtMd  In  mere  contiguity  to  the  public  domaia? 
Is  that  it?  They  must  have  the  land  because  they 
are  convniiently  situated  to  take  possession  of  it  I 
Why,  might  not  any  loafer  about  New  York  streets 
plead  the  same  argnmeni?  It  he  not  as  near  to 
the  vaalls  of  the  banks  as  our  good  friends  of  the 
West  ate  to  the  public  domain)  What  peculiar 
right  have  they,  who  have  already  received  so 
much  of  it  as  a  donation,  to  take  the  whole,  be- 
canae  it  is  near,  while  the  old  States  are  to  get  none 
of  it,  because  they  are  far  off? 

There  has  scarce  been  a  movement  on  the  snb- 
jeet  of  these  public  lands  within  the  last  two  years 
that  Imu  not  produced  in  my  mind  a  melancholy 
foreboding  as  to  the  snecesef  al  wot  king  of  our  sys- 
tem of  Qoverament.  -No  one  can  shut  his  eyes  to 
the  fact  that  these  lands  are  made  the  subject  of  a 
mere  political  game,  in  which  political  leaders 
eontend  for  the  power  of  vying  with  each  other  as 
10  who  shall  make  the  largest  gift — who  shall  ob- 
tain the  largest  vote,  from  aliens  and  all.  Some 
disposition  must  be  made  of  this  matter,  if  we 
wotild  not  be  subjected  to  perpetual  ezcitemtats.  I 
have  seen  it  employed  long  enough  as  a  great  stake, 
always  brought  into  our  party  questions,  and  so  it 
will  continue  to  be  until  it  can  be  finally  and  defi- 
nitely disposed  of,  and  I  hope  it  soon  may  be. 

I  do  not  regard  the  introduction  of  the  subject  of 
distribntion  as  at  all  ittcongruous  to  the  present  bill, 
nor  do  l^egard  the  amendment  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Ma.  Caliiodh]  has  notified  us  that 
he  will  offer,  as  presenting  any  incongruity.  I 
mean  not  now  to  discuss  either  the  one  or  the 
other.  I  hava  long  since,  hovever,  had  them  un- 
der the  maturest  deliberation  that  I  was  capable  of 
bestowing  on  them.  I  have  fixed  and  satisfactory 
opiaiona  in  regard  to  both.  They  are  part  and 
panel  of  Oub  great  natter  of  the  fnUie  drauin. 


They  all  must  be  consideied;  they  mu&t  be  decided. 
These  great  interests,  with  all  Ihiir  disiorbing  in- 
fluences, must  be  withdrawn  from  the  keenly- em- 
biuered  and  exciiing  contests  for  the  highest  office 
ia  the  country;  or  these  contests  will  lose  their  pa- 
rity atid  dignity,  and  descind  to  the  level  of  a 
scramble  of  mere  mercenaries — a  straggle  between 
political  janizaries  on  one  side,  and  the  honest,  nn- 
di^iplined,  and  generally  betrayed  people  on  the 
other. 

But  this  is  ri«lly  a  log  cabin  bill — a  bill  for  the 
poor  man.  I  could  not  but  regret  to  hear  these 
party  "catch-words"  introduced  into  this  Chamber, 
and  still  less  could  I  have  desired  to  see  them  in- 
troduced, with  a  son  of  flourish  of  trumpets,  into 
the  tiUe  of  this  bill.  But  as  they  have  been  dragged 
in  and  pressed  forward  into  prominence,  it  may  be 
proper  for  us  all  to  deal  with  them. 

I  may  say,  then,  that  I  am  pleased  to  see  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  taking  lessons  on  this  subject 
of  log  cabins.  They  have  much  aptitude,  and  f 
doubt  not,  with  perseverance,  that  they  may  come, 
in  time,  to  a  respectable  proficiency.  They  have 
manifested,  oa  former  occasions,  a  very  commen- 
dable alacrity,  not  to  say  some  sparkles  of  genius 
—perhaps  that  is  too  strong  a  word,  if  genius  is 
supposed  to  be  conversant  with  novelty  and  variety 
— in  seizing  upon  certain  "catch-words,"  and  say- 
ing or  singing  them  to  the  same  tune,  whether 
sleeping  or  awake,  with  a  spirit  of  most  admirable 
perseverance.  Wh^  has  not  heard  the  euphonious 
sounds  of  Bank!  Bank!  Monster!  Monster!  ran 
and  rung  again,  throughout  the  whole  gamuit 

These  specimens  inspire  me  with  fair  hopes  that 
gentlemen  will  make  very  respectable  progress  with 
very  extraordinary  efforts.  "M  kotie  deeen"  is  not 
always  an  unwise  maxim;  and  I  see  that  gentlf  men 
are  commending  to  themselves  a  sedulous  study  of 
it.  Bat,  as  I  profess  to  have  made  some  progress 
ia  these  log  cabin  doctrines,  I  trnst  gentlemen  will 
not  think  me  officious  in  offering  them  some  whole- 
some suggestions  that  may  aid  ttem  in  their  horn 
book. 

Then,  flrst,  I  will  say  to  gentlemen  that  one  great 
and  radical  mistake  lies  at  the  foondation  of  tbeir 
former  essays.  The  mistake  consists  in  supposing 
that  the  people  of  these  United  States  can  be  ruled, 
governed,  and  subjugated  by  means  of  patronage, 
largesses,  and  party  organization.  For  instanee,  a 
bill  that  sets  out  to  squander  the  whole  domain,  be- 
longing to  all,  for  the  benefit  ef  a  few,  is  not  the 
best  way  to  control  the  grand  results  ,of  the  elec- 
tive franchise.  I  grant  you  that,  when  people  are 
cool,  they  may  sit  down  and  duffer  about  paltry 
matters  of  selfish  interest.  They  may  be  swayed 
to  a  certain  exieot.  But  t  would  commend  to  gen- 
tlemen the  fact,  worthy  of  all  consideration,  that 
the  great  mass  of  our  people  are  honest,  enthusi- 
astic, devoted  to  liberty,  and  devoted  to  our  institu- 
tions. To  move  the  masf,  yoa  must  appeal  to  their 
high  and  generous  natures,  to  dieir  patriotism,  their 
love  of  liberty.  You  must  kindle  them  with  sul- 
miration  of  the  glorious  revolutionary  achieve- 
ments of  Iheir  fathers*— awaken  their  hatred  and 
ronse  their  indignation  against  (he  tappers  and  mi] 
nsrs  of  this  fair  and  bappy  Government — against 
the  spoilers — against  the  impudence  that  seeks  to 
subsidize  them  with  their  own  means— against  the 
party  hacks  that  would  harness  them,  and  then  ride 
them  "booted  and  murred."  If  there  be  jiitf  tanu 
for  these  appeals,  the  mass  will  begin  to  iieave,  to 
agitate  fri^tfally  and  fearfully  from  the  Canadas 
to  the  Qalf,  and  flrom  the  Atlantic  to  the  base  of 
the  Rocky  Motrntains;  and  what  thinfc  yon  would 
be  the  quieting  effect  of  a  little  pre-emption  bill 
thrown  in  opon  this  wUd  commotion,  that  agitates, 
and  heaves,  and  shakes  the  continent?  Bat  as  the 
minnteet  gossamer  in  a  gale  of  wind. 

When  the  log  cabins  shall  be  roused— when  Ihe 
high  and  endiasiastie  love  of  liberty  that  chariie- 
terizes  their  indwellets  shall  be  Strang  up  to  inten- 
sity, then  snap  go  the  meshes  of  party;  then  pa- 
tronage smd  largesses,  whether  in  lands  or  money, 
are  lost  sight  of  or  scorned.  Aad  these  indweilers, 
too  pure,  too  incorrnpt,  too  tmtainted  by  the  artifi- 
cialities of  high  life  to  be  wrought  upon,  oome  as 
the  winds  or  as  the  "nishing  of  many  waters"  lo 
the  rescue  of  their  Constitution  and  their  liberty. 

Ton  cannot  here,  as  in  old  Borne,  gain  tbe  pei^ 


at  pleasure  by  largesses  of  com,  or  money,  or 
olfioe;  nor  will  it  do  any  better  to  give  them  laiid. 
No.  When  they  have  risen  up,  as  ef  late,  as  by 
the  sound  of  the  tocsin,  to  drive  from  power  atea 
who  they  belteved  had  grossly  abased  Iheir  trasta, 
their  force  will  be  found  irresistible. 

This  log  cabin  movement  isno  more  like  the  lit- 
tle feverish  excitements  got  np  by  party  trick  aad 
machinery  aad  bribery,  than  mimic  theatrical  ihtut- 
der  is  like  tbe  resistless  bolt  that  leaps  from  the 
cloud,  echoes  and  reverberates  throagboot  the  vast 
concave  of  the  heavens,  and  shakes  the  solid  earth 
on  which  we  stand. 

We  have  seen,  for  the  first  time  in  this  cotmtry, 
tbe  attempt  mtfe  to  govern  it  by  the  force  of  pa- 
tronage,  of  largesses,  and  party  machinery.  We 
have  seen  a  band  of  officials  at  open  war  irith  Ihe 
people  bywbose  breath  they  had  thtdr  politksal 
being.  We  have  seen  public  opinion  thwarted, 
seoraed,  and  jeered.  We  have  seen  the  nuMt 
strange,  suddra,  and  portentotis  oonjunetioas — en- 
tirely new  phenomena  ia  oar  politiod  aimoqibare. 
We  have  seen  heaven  and  earth  moved  to  sastaia 
a  tottering  authority,  a  crumbling' dynasty;  but  all, 
all  in  vain,  in  vain. 

In  such  a  contest  as  this,  not  all  Ihe  wealth  of  all 
the  CtB<ars  would  have  a  particle  of  indaenoe  in 
repressing  the  indignant  nnbnrsting  energies  of  the 
popular  power.  The  decree  has  gone  forth  that 
this  Government  is  no  longer  to  be  administared  by 
a  system  of  offiejal  bribery.  The  peo^  reqtiire  a' 
just  and  equal  action  in  the  system.  They  deannd 
it  They  will  get  it.  And,  in  this  matter  of  Ihe 
public  lands,  gtntlemea  most  remember  that  new 
Stales  will  not  always  be  new;  that  they  are  n^iid- 
ly  becoming  identified  in  iultrest  with  the  cdd;  and 
I  tell  my  honorable  ftiend  [Mr.  Ltim]  that  even 
Missouri,  before  many  years,  will  be  found  toatand 
side  by  side  with  North  Carolina  oit  the  land  qoea- 
tioB,  as  woald  her  gallant  population  now,  upon 
any  exigeiusy  menaciitg  from  abroad  the  honor,  tfa« 
independence,  or  the  integrity,  of  this  our  glouotis 
Uniob. 

Mr.  LINN  said  that  tbe  remarks  of  Ihe  honora- 
ble Senator  from  North  Carolina  having  made  it 
imperative  on  him  to  say  something  in  the  way  of 
reply,  in  foUowiog  the  honorable  gantleman,  he 
would  endeavor  to  be  a  little  more  arguneatative 
and  a  Uule  less  complimentary.  There  were  few 
gentlemen  toward  whom,  personally,  Mr.  L.  eha- 
rished  a  higher  degree  of  esteem.  Uis  brilliaat  ta- 
lents, tbe  Senate  would  all  confess.  Ia  the  re- 
marks sabmitted  by  Mr.  L.  in  a  previous  period  of ' 
the  debate,  he  had  assumed  the  petition  that  thiy 
Goverameat  had  adopted  the  pre-emption  system 
from  tbe  very  beginning;  aad  Mr.  L.  was  in  fa- 
vor of  keeping  the  beginning,  the  middle,  and 
Ihe  end  in  eoitsistency  with  each  other,  aiid  for 
preserving  a  principle .  on  which  our  coantry 
Itself  bad  been  built  up.  He  did  not  forget  our 
.origin.  It  was  of  the  htuoUest  and  simplest 
kind.  We  had  taken  possession  of  the  country 
as  though  we  acted  under  the  command  given  in 
the  Istdiapter  of  Genesis — "Increase  andmultiply, 
and  replMiish  the  land  and  subdoe  it."  We  were 
all  land  stealers.  The  charge  lay  against  the  whole 
American  people.  They  hsul  stolen,  so  to  speak, 
or  conquered,  as  otben  chose  to  express  it,  or 
cheated  tbe  Indians  oat  of  it,  which  wa«  probably 
neater  tbe  ti  oth.  This  general  statement  would 
apfdy  as  much  to  our  fathers  as  to  ouiselvea.  On 
this  principle  oar  country  bad  begun— oa  this  it  had 
proceeded  and  grown,  aad  would  continue  to  grow. 
He  defied  any  one  to  gainsay  this  statement,  or  to 
prevent  the  onward  progress  of  oar  population.  As 
they  advanced,  like  a  mighty  army,  lo  subdue  the 
wilderaesey  they  were  always  in  advance  of  the 
laws  of  this  Goveverament,  and  would  always  oon- 
Uaue  to  be  so.  In  support  of  this  assertion,  Mr.  L. 
had  referred  to  what  had  been  so  well  slated  by  his 
friend  from  Arkansas,  over  the  way,  who  had 
Mated  facts  going  te  show  that  the  whole  foroe,of 
the  army  of  the  United  States  would  be  inaaOeient 
effectually  to  remove  that  band  ef  settlers  who  chose 
to  set  themselves  down  on  the  public  lands.  Our 
foleAtthers  had  all  been  squatters.  Qy  what  he 
must  oonsider  an  iniqaitoas  treaty  with  an  Indian 
tribe.  Congress  had  taken  off  a  large  tract  of  terri- 
tory, which  had  formerly  been  indaded  within  th« 
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boaada  of  Ariwnsas,  and,  in  eoiueqaoncs,  all  ihoie 
trko  bad  settled  upon  upon  it  were  ordered  to  re- 
movci  aad,  as  they  shewed  no  disposition  to  do  so, 
m  niUlary  force  had  been  employed  to  remove 
ten.  Xbey  went  into  the  eeontry  and  drove  off 
the  siaatters,  bat  the  noment  the  coldiers*  backs 
DtoMtvned,  the  sqnaiters  came  back,  and  so  they 
asBtiniied  to  do  natil,  at  leofrih,  ibey  carried  Ibfir 
yaKt«and  tecetved  from  the  Oorernmeat  pre-emp- 
tMu  lights.  Whatconid  more  plainly  show  how 
tam Hmtt  be  die  attem(kt  to  drive  them  by  military 
fane  Aoat  the  entire  extent  of  the  psblic  domain? 

Mr.  Lk  had  a  practical  reply  in  regard  to  what 
tt«|i<Btleman  from  Monh  Carolina  [Mr.  Mah- 
mm]  had  said  about  tipstaves,  end  the  profouod 
Ngara  of  all  American  people  for  the  majeiny  of 
die  law.  Suits  bad,  in  a  great  number  of  cases, 
been  instttnted  againBt  the  Eeiilers  as  trespassers, 
bat  as  often  as  the  case  had  gooe  to  a  jury,  lo  of- 
ten had  the  verdict  regularly  and  uniformly  been 
given  sgaiBSt  the  Qovernmrnt,  which  had  ibos  in- 
eifScetMUy  ezpeoded  many  thensand  di'llars.  How 
ma  this  practice  erer  to  be  restraincdl  To  do  it 
by  the  constable  and  his  staff  had  been  tried  in 
vain,  and  there  remained  but  one  other  alternative, 
vhicji  wai  utterly  abhorrent  from  the  feelisg  of 
every  American  citizen.  Could  any  gentleman 
dwriih  tbe  belief  that  tbe  American  people  could 
stand  tamely  by  and  see  their  fellowjriizent  de- 
tissyed  by  military  force,  for  tbe  offence  of  bnild- 
ingm  cabin  and  cutting  down  a  few  trees  on  a 
naet-of  wild  land  beloagiDg  to  the  public)  For 
Mr.  L.'s  part,  had  he  an  enemy  in  the  world — and 
]»  belitoved  he  bad  but  very  few.^he  would  not 
WHh  fam  a  greater  punishment  than  that  he  sboald 
b«  the  man  to  issna  the  order  for  ao  attack  of  this 
dmri|itionoB  poor  uaanaed  catiivatois  of  the  soil, 
«idtMir  helpless  women  and  obildreB.  Sore  be 
was  lh«  theaoorpion  stings  of  that  man's  own  con> 
ni«ii«e  weald  be  a  panisbmem  too  heavy  for  him 
to  boar.  Tb  that  Mr.  L-  would  be  content  to  leave 
him.  Besides,  no  President  could  ever  get  the  gal- 
lant officers  and  soldiers  of  the  American  army  lo 
aaforae  tbe  law  against  these  people  at  the  point  of 
the  b^oBtt.  As  be  had  already  remarked,  this 
band  of  pioneers  preceded  tbe  law,  aad  when  they 
bad  opened  the  wiklemess,  Qovemment  by  degrees 
broagbt  the  law  up  to  them;  and  when  things  bad 
zeaobed  this  point,  the  seulers  prayed  for  a  pre- 
onption  law  to  heal  the  breach,  and  Congress  had 
always  granted  it.  What  t  would  the  Gh>vemment 
grant  a  remedial  act  to  cover  the  delinquency  of 
every  pet^  bank  in  tbe  Uaited  Sutea  that  violated 
its  dooter  by  sospending  specie  payments,  and  re- 
fase  a  similar  act  to  thelboasands  of  hardy  settlers, 
whose  only  offence  was  that  they  bad,  i>y  their  la- 
bor, given  value  to  the  pabhc  domaio? 

ib.  L.  wonld  not  ramble  into  general  politics, 
•or  attempt  a  reply  to  gentlemen  wbo  bad  spoken 
so  mumiy  about  ciffering  bribes  to  the  American 
people.  If  an  eaormooi^  if  a  tremendous  bribe 
ever  bad  been  offered  to  them,  it  certainly  was  the 
djstribntion  bill;  and  yet  that  was  an  unpopular 
measnre  in  the  new  States.  Mr.  L.  held  in  his 
hud  the  first  law  which  bad  ever  been  pfssrd  by 
OoBgna*  to  torn  men  off  from  the  public  domain. 
It  had  been  first  pointed  out  by  the  late  Judge 
WMte,  aad  its  objeet  was  to  prevtnt  those  nho 
held  inchoate  grants  from  going  on  to  survey  the 
pnUie  iaoda.  Congress  bad  admitted  the  grant  of 
a  Spanish  GOVenior  lo  be  valid  if  made  before  the 
SOtb  Saptember,  1803, in  lower  Louisiana, or  before 
the  lOth  Mareb,  1804,  in  upper  Louisiana.  It  was 
considered  somewhat  hard  that  a  grant,  if  made  on 
(be  9th  of  March,  should  be  valid,  and,  if  by  the 
same  Gevemor  on  tbe  lOlb  of  Alateh,  good  for  no- 
tfaing.  Cases  went  up  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
diete  it  was  decided  that  ns  grant  should  be  valid 
tnlU  the  land  was  surveyed.  As  soon  as  this  was 
known,  the  settlers  commenced  surveyini;  but  here 
isa  law  of  Csngrsss  imposing  a  fine  of  $1,000,  and 
threatening  imprisonment  to  any  grantee  wbo 
Aoald  go  on  the  land  for  the  purpose  of  survey: 
This  Mr.  L.  had  denominated  an  miquitoas  law, 
and  so  he  hdd  it  to  be;  bnt  it  proved  in  cfftct  a 
deadlettflr. 

THeboBorableSeaator  ^irom  North  Carolina  had 
aaU  that  he  wwUsot  treat  this  qnesticm  of  public 
Jwda  m  »  men  matter  of  dollars  and  eeBts,bat 


would  look  at  it  as  a  statesman.  If  be  did  so,  be 
would  take  iato  view  all  the  powerful  considera- 
tions wbjch  urged  men  to  settle  on  the  public  do- 
main; and,  so  far  from  squandering  the  public 
land!!,  would  go  with  Mr.  L.  for  applying  (heir  en- 
tire proceeds  to  the  support  and  increase  of  tbe 
navy,  and  for  providing  for  the  public  dufenees  of 
tbe  country. 

ToisDAt,  January  1 3, 184 1. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the 
public  lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the 
same,  and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being  tbe  spe^ 
cial  order  of  tbe  day,  was  taken  up,  the  question 
being  on  the  proposition  by  Mr.  Ciutteiidxn  to  re- 
commit the  bill,  with  instructions  (o  report  a  bill 
to  dlsiribme  lbs  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  among  tbe  Slates,  which  Mr.  Calhoun 
offered  to  amend,  by  substitntine  a  bill  to  cede  the 
pab'ic  lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lis,  upon 
certain  conditions. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said:  I  regard  the  question  of 
the  public  lai>ds,  next  ^o  that  of  the  cnrrency,  the 
most  dangerous  and  difficult  of  all  which  demand 
the  attention  of  the  country  and  tbe  Government  at 
this  important  junctnre  of  our  affairs.  I  do  not 
except  a  protective  tariff,  for  I  cannot  believe,  aflrr 
what  we  hare  experienced,  that  a  measare  can 
again  be  adopted,  which  has  done  more  to  corrupt 
tbe  morals  of  tbe  country,  public  and  private,  to 
disorder  its  currency,  derange  its  business,  and  to 
weaken  and  endanger  its  free  institutions,  than 
any  other,  excepjt  the  paper  system,  with  which  it 
is  so  intimately  allied. 

In  offering  tbe  amendment  I  propose,  I  do  not 
intend  to  controvert  the  jnstite  of  tbe  eologiitm 
which  haa  hem  se  often  pronounced  on  our  land 
system*  in  the  course  of  this  discussion.  On  the 
contrary,  I  believe  that  it  was  admirably  adjusted 
to  effect  its  object,  when  first  adopted;  but  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  a  measare,  to  be  perfect, 
must  be  adapted  to  circumstances,  and  that  great 
changes  have  taken  place,  in  the  lapse  of  fifty 
years,  since  the  adoption  of  our  land  system. 
At  that  time,  the  vast  region  now  covered 
by  the  new  States,  which  have  grown  up  on  the 
public  domain,  belonged  (o  foreign  powers,  or 
wis  ooeupied  by  nunierons  Indian  tribes,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  sparse  settlements,  on  the  in- 
considerable tracts  to  which  tbe  title  of  the  Indians 
was  at  that  time  exliogaisbed.  Since  then,  a 
mighty  change  has  taken  place.  Mine  States  have 
sprung  up  as  if  by  magic,  with  a  population  not 
less,  probably,  than  two-fifths  of  the  old  Slates,  and 
destined  to  surpass  them  in  a  few  years  in  num- 
bers, power,  and  influence.  That  a  change  so 
mighty  shonld  so  derange  a  system  Intended  for  an 
entirely  different  condition  of  things  as  to  render 
important  changes  necessary  to  adapt  it  to  present 
circumstances,  is  no  more  than  might  have  been 
anticipated.  It  would,  indeed,  have  been  a  mir^. 
cle  had  it  been  otherwise;  and  we  ought  not,  there- 
fore, to  be  surprised  that  the  operation  of  the  sys- 
tem slK)nld  afford  daily  evidence  that  it  is  not  only 
deranged,  but  deeply  deranged,  and  that  its  de- 
rangement is  followed  by  a  train  of  evils  that 
threaten  disaster,  unless  a  timely  and  efficient  re- 
medy should  be  applied.  I  would  ask  those  who 
think  differently,  and  who  believe  the  system 
still  continued  to  work  well,  was  it  no  evil,  that 
sesuon  after  session,  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve 
years.  Congress  sboald  be  engaged  in  angry  and 
deeply  agitating  discussions,  growing  out  of  the 
public  lands,  in  which  one  sideshould  be  denounced 
as  the  friends,  and  the  oihor  as  the  enemies,  of  the 
new  Statesi  Was  tbe  increasing  violence  of  this  agi- 
tat'on,  from  year  to  year,  and  threal°Blng  ultimately,  > 
not  only  thft  loss  of  the  public  domain,  bnt  the 
tmnqnillity  acd  peaea  of  the  country,  no  evil?  Is 
it  well  that  one-third  of  the  time  of  Congress  is 
consumed  in  legislating  on  subjects  directly  or  in- 
directly connected  wi&  the  public  lands,  thereby 
prolonging  the  sessions  proportionally,  and  adding  to 
tbe  expense  upwards  of  |SOO,000  annually}  Is  it 
no  evil  that  tbe  Ooverament  sboald  own  half  the 
laads  within  tbe  limits  of  nine  members  of  this 
Union,  and  over  which  they  can  exercise  no  an- 
tbority  or  oonuol?    b  it  aotbiog  that  the  domain 


of  so  many  Stales  should  be  under  the  exclusive 
legislation  and  guardianship  of  this  (3oveni* 
meat,  contrary  to  the  genius  of  the  Consti- 
tution, which,  intending  to  leave  to  Mch 
State  the  regulation  of  its  local  and  peca> 
liar  concerns,  delegated  to  the  Union  those  only 
in  which  all  bad  a  common  inteicst.  If  to  aU 
these  be  added  the  vast  amount  of  patronage  exer- 
cised by  this  Government  through  the  medium  of 
the  public  lands,  over  the  new  States,  and  throng^ 
them,  over  the  whole  Union,  and  Uie  pernieioas 
infinenoe  thereby  brought  to  bear  on  all  oiher.sub- 
jects  of  legislation,  can  it  be  denied  that  many  and 
great  evils  result  from  Uie  system  as  it  now  ope- 
rates, which  call  aloud  for  some  speedy  and  effi- 
cient remedy? 

Bnt  why  shonld  I  look  beyond  the''  question  be- 
fore us  to  prove,  by  the  coafession  of  all,  that  there 
is  some  deep  disorder  in  the  systemi  There  are 
now  three  measures  before  tbe  Senate;  each  pro- 
posing important  changes,  and  the  one,  or  the  other, 
receiving  ihe  support  of  every  member  of  the  bodj; 
even  of  thoie  who  cry  out  against  changes.  Il  ia 
too  late,  then,  to  deny  the  disi>rdered  state  of  tbe 
system.  The  disease  is  admitted,  and  the  onl/ 
question  is,  what  remedy  shall  be  applied. 

I  object  boih  to  the  bill,  and  tbe  amendmnit 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Kentocky,  [Mr- 
CarrTBHDXN]  because,  regarded  as  remedial 
measures,  they  are  both  inappropriate  and 
inadequate.  Neither  pre-emption,  nor  di^iri 
buiion  of  the  revenue,  received  fren^  the  public 
lands,  can  have  any  possible  effect  in  eorrceiing 
tbe  disordered  action  of  die  system.  I  pat  the 
qaestion,  would  one  or  the  other  contribate  in  the 
smallest  degree  to  diminish  \he  patronage  of  the 
Government,  or  the  time  consumed  on  questions 
growiiig  out  of  the  public  lands,  or  shorten  the 
duration  of  the  sessioit;,  or  withdraw  the  action  of 
the  Government  over  so  large  a  part  of  the  domain  of 
tbe  new  States,  and  place  them  and  their  representa- 
tives here,  on  the  same  indc  pendent  footing  with  the 
old  States  and  their  represeataiives,  or  arrest  thean* 
gry  and  agitating  disen%ions  which  year  after  jear 
distract  our  councils  and  threaten  so  much  mi^ 
chief  to  the  ooantryt  Far  otherwise  would  be  tbe 
effect.  It  woold  bat  increase  the  evil,  by  bringing 
into  more  decided  coniliet,  the  interests  of  the  nev 
and  old  States.  Of  all  the  ills  that  coold  befall 
them,  the  former  wonld  regard  the  distribution  aa 
the  greatest,  while  the  latter  wotUd  look  on  the  pre- 
emption system,  proposed  by  the  bill,  as  little  short 
of  aa  open  systehi  of  plunder,  if  we  may  jndge 
from  tbe  declarations  which  we  have  beanl  in  the 
coarse  of  the  debate. 

As,  then,  neither  can  correct  tbe  dbeaae,  lb* 
question  is,  what  remedy  canf  I  have  given  lo 
this  question  tbe  most  deliberate  and  carefhl  exaaa^ 
nation,  and  have  come  to  tbe  conclusion  that  there 
is,  and  can  be,  no  remedy  short  of  cession— ces- 
sion to  the  States  raspectively  within  which  die 
lands  are  situated.  The  disease  lies  ia  ownership 
and  admtnisuration;  and  noihing  short  of  parting 
with  both  can  reach  it.  Part  with  them,  and  yoa 
will  at  once  take  away  one -third  of  the  business  oC' 
Congress;  shorten  its  sessions  in  the  same  propor- 
tieo,  with  a  corresponding  saving  of  expense;  lop 
off  a  large  and  most  dangerous  portion  of  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  Ghivernment;  arrest  these  angry  and 
agitating  discussions,  which  do  so  much  to  alienate 
the  good  feelings  of  the  different  portions  of  ibo 
Union,  and  disturb  the  general  course  of  legnla- 
tion,  and  endanger  ultimately  tbe  loss  of  the  pnb- 
lic  domain.  Retain  them,  and  they  mast  coniinae, 
almost  without  mitigation,  apply  what  palliatives 
yon  may.    It  is  the  all-sufficient  and  only  remedy. 

Thus  far  would  seem  clear.  .  I  do  not  sea  how 
it  is  possible  for  any  one  to  doubt  that  cession  would 
reach  the  evil,  and  that  it  is  the  only  remedy  that 
would.  If,  then,  there  shonld  beany  objection,  it  out 
only  be  to  the  terms  or  conditions  of  the  cession.  If 
these  can  be  so  adjusted  as  to  give  assurance  that 
the  lands  shall  be  as  faithfully  managed  by  the 
the  Slates  as  by  tbis.Oovemment.  and  that  all  the 
interests  involved  shall  be  as  well,  or  belter  stcnred 
than  tmdtr  the  existing  system,  all  that  coald  be 
desired  would  be  effected,  and  aO  objections  re- 
moved to  Ihe  final  and  quiet  settlement  of  this  great, 
vend,  and  itagtnve  qaestion.  In  sa^hig  all  obits' 
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tioDS,  I  bold  that  ihe  right  of  disposing  of  tbem 
•t  |»oposed,  eepteialty  wheo  demanded  by  high 
oottsidentioiis  of  poliey,  and  when  it  can  b«  done 
widtoat  peenniary  loss  to  the  GoTernment,  as  I 
■tall  hemfter  show,  cannot  be  fairly  denied.  The 
ConstittaUon  givn  to  CoagresB  the  anliinited  right 
of  disposing  of  the  pnblic  domain,  and  of  coarse, 
withoat  any  other  restrictions  than  what  ihe  nitnre 
of  Aat  trust  and  terms  of  cession  may  impose, 
neiihar  of  which  forbid  their  ceesion  in  the  manner 
proposed. 

That  the  conditions  can  he  so  a^astsd,  I 
eannot  daabt  I  have  carefoliy  examined  the 
whole  grennd,  and  can  perceive  no  difficnliy 
that  caBDOt  be  snrmoanlisd.  I  feel  assared 
that  Alt  wbiefa  is  wanting  is  lo  attract  the  at- 
ttntioii  of  the  Seaale  to  the  vast  importance  of 
doiag  something  that  will  effeoiDally  arrest  the 
great  and  growing  evil,  resulting  Crom  the  appliea- 
tkm  of  the  system,  as  it  exists,  lo  that  portion  of  the 
public  domain  lying  in  the  new  States.  That  done, 
Ae  iatelligenee  and  wisdom  of  the  body  will  be  at 
no  loss  to  adjost  Ihe  details  in  snch  manner  as  will 
effeeiMklly  guard  every  inierast,  and  secure  its 
steady  and  faithful  management 

In  the  mean  lime,  I  have  adopted  Ihe  provisions 
•f  the  bill  itttrodaeed  originally  by  myself,  and 
rwiee  reported  on  favorably  by  die  Committee  on 
PabKe  Lands,  as  the  amendment  I  intend  to  offer  to 
Ihe  aneadment  of  the  Senator  from  ^Centocky, 
[Mr.  CarrrsNon,]  as  containing  the  general  oat- 
lines  of  the  conditions  and  provisions  on  which  the 
lands  auty  be  disposed  of  lo  the  Slates  with  safety 
and  advantage  to  the  interest  of  the  Government 
and  the  Union,  and  great  benefit  to  those  States. 
The  details  may,  no  doabt,  be  greatly  improved; 
,  for  which  i  rely  on  the  intelligence  of 
'  the  body,  and  criticsl  ezaminaiioa  of  the 
oonniiUee,  shonld  the  amendment  be  adopted 
and  referred.  At  the  pretent  stage,  I  regard  ne- 
diittg  hat  the  great  principles  on  which  it  rests,  and 
Ha  oadines,  t#b«  at  issae;  and  I  do  hope,  that  all 
who  may  eonear  with  me  on  principle,  will  give 
Ihenmendmeni  their  som)ort,  whatever  imperfee> 
lion  Ib^  may  snppose  to  exist  in  its  tnedifieations. 
k  iiMa»ai«  relating  to  a  qnestion  bo  vast  and  com- 
pliealed,  can  be  perfected  in  its  details,  however 
••and  the  principles  on  which  it  rests,  or  correct  its 
geneinl  outlines,  only  by  the  joint  consultation  and 
flpsnsel.  With  ibne  remark*,  it  will  not  be  ns- 
eessary  for  me,  at  this  stage,  to  give  more  than  a 
general  summary  of  the  provisions  of  the  proposed 
•nendmeni. 

la  object  is  to  instruet  the  committee  so  to 
aiJMDd  the  bill,  as  to  dispose  of  all  the  pablie  lands, 
lying  in  the  States  of  Alabama,  Lonisians,  Missis- 
sippi, Arkansas,  Missoari,  Illinois,  Michigan, 
Ohio,  and  Indiana,  with  the  exception  of  sites 
for  forts,  navy  and  dock  yards,  arsenaU,  ma- 
gaztaes,  and  other  pnblic  baildings;  the  ces- 
ri6n  not  to  lake  place  till  after  the  30th  Jone, 
1848,  and  then  oaly  on  the  States  respectively  agree- 
ing fo  Ihe  ecndilions  prescribed  in  the  amendment; 
ttat  ii>,  to  pass  acts  irrevocable  to  adhere  to  those 
conditions,  tbe  moi>t  prominent  of  which  is  to  pay 
annually,  on  a  day  fixed,  to  the  United  States,  65 
per  cent,  of  the  gross  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  tbe 
hands;  that  the  land  laws,  as  they  now  stand,  and 
as  prop<»ed  to  be  modified  by  the  amendment,  shall 
remain  nncbaDged,  except  with  the  confentof  Con- 
gress; that  tbe  cession  (hall  be  in  full  of  tbe  5  per 
cent,  fund  thereaner  toiaocrae  lo  those  Slater;  that 
tkey  Aall  be  ezclosively  liable  for  the  cost  of  sur- 
veya,  sales,  extinction  of  Indian  titles,  and  manage'- 
BMnt  generally;  that  the  Slates  may,  within  certain 
prescribed  limits,  gradaally  redoee  ths  price  of  the 
lands  that  may  remain  unsold  after  having  been 
offhred  (br  rate  ten  years  or  upwards;  may  grant, 
fbr  a  limited  period,  the  right  of  pre-emption  foa 
ninety  days  to  the  actual  teitlers,  at  each  step  in 
the  reduction  of  price;  and  finally,  that  if  the  con- 
diiions  of  cession  be  viola'ed  by  a  State  in  an;  par* 
tlAolar,  all  titles  or  grants  to  land  thereafter  sold 
by  the  State  to  be  nail  and  void — thus  giving  the 
neatare  the  force  and  solemnity  of  a  compact,  and 
placing  the  whole  under  the  protection  of  the  coarts, 
which  would  pronounce  Ihe  titles  to  be  void,  if 
ande  aAsr  u  iafiietion  of  t{(s  oonditlou  of  the  4 


It  is  not  my  intention  to  go  into  an  investigBtion 
of  these  Prions  oonditions  at  this  time.  On  a 
9<"stion  of  reference,  where  the  priaeiple  only  is  at 
issne,  it  is  not  necessary.  It  is  snffieieat  to  say 
that  the  leading  object  is  lo  make  as  little  duage  in 
the  land  system,  ss  it  now  exists,  as  is  consistent 
with  the  object  in  view,  and  to  adopt  such  provisions 
as  will  enforce  the  faiibrni  performance  of  the  tenps 
of  cession  on  the  part  of  the  States,  with  tbe  least 
compensation  for  tbeir  expense  and  trotible,  and 
loss  lo  the  Government,  m  a  pecuniary  point  of 
vie«,con8isteat  with  the  artaogeineftt  If  it  can 
be  made  to  appear  ibai  there  are  reasonab'e  grounds 
to  believe  that  the  States  will  faithfully  comply 
with  ihes^  conditions  and  that  there  will  be  no 
pecuniary  loss  to  the  Qovemmeni,  compared  with 
the  system  as  it  now  ttands,  in  consequence  of  the 
proposed  'disposition,  it  would  seem  difficult  to 
conceive  what  substantial  objection  lh«re  can  he 
to  the  measnir. 

I  am  thus  brought  to  the  great,  I  might  say  tbe 
only  quniion  admittinga  doubt  as  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  toe  measure.  Will  the  States  adhere  to 
their  contract!  or,  to  express  it  diflTerently,  would 
there  be  dinger  that  the  Government  would  lose 
the  land,  in  consequence  of  the  Sla'es  refusing  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  of  the  cessionl  And  if 
net,  will  lb:  peenniary  loss  to  tbe  Government  be 
snch  as  lo  make  it  inexpedient,  even  if  there  be 
full  assurance  that  the  terms  of  cession  will  not 
be  violated? 

Before  I  enter  on  tbe  diMussion  of  these  impor- 
tant points,  it  wHl  be  proper  to  make  a  few  remarks 
on  the  extent  of  the  interest  that  would  be  em- 
braced in  the  cession.  Without  i',  there  would  be 
but  an  imperfect  coiaception  of  the  subject. 
U*  The  quantity  of  public  lands  lying  in  the  new 
Slates,  and  embraced  in  Ihe  amendment,  was  esti- 
mated to  be,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1840,  about 
160,000,000  of  acres.  It  has  been  reduced  since 
by  sales,  the  exact  quantity  not  known;  but  it  will 
not  materially  var^  the  amount.  The  Indian  title 
has  been  ezlinguuhed  to  nearly  the  whole,  and 
about  three-fourihs  has  been  surveyed  and  platted, 
of  which  a  larger  part  has  been  long  in  the  market 
(much,  more  than  twenty  years)  and  has  been 
picked  and  culled,  over  and  over  again,  with  the 
view  of  takii^  all  worth  having,  at  the  present 
price,  even  during  the  great  expansion  of  currency, 
and  ooufequent  rise  in  price,  and  speculation  in 
pnblic  lands,  in  183S,  '36,  aiid  >37.  If  compared 
in  qnantity  to  Ihe  remainder  of  the  public  domain, 
it  will  be  found  to  be  not  equal  to  one-sixth  part  of 
the  whole.  la  this  respect,  it  is  a  far  more  limited 
measure  than  that  proposed  by  Ihe  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  to  which  mine  is  an  amendment.  That 
embraces  not  only  the  proceeds  of  tbe  whole  pnblic 
domain,  exceeding  1,000,000,000  acred,  but  in- 
cludes, in  addition,  the  large  sums  drawn  from  the 
duties  on  imposts,  which  are  vtnnnlly  expended  on 
its  sales  and  management,  all  of  which  he  proposes 
permanently  to  distribute.'  It  is  also  more  limited 
in  its  application  than  the  or'ginal  bill,  which  em- 
braces adl  the  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  is  ex- 
tinguished, as  well  Territories  as  States,  which 
greatly  exceeds  tbe  quantity  lying  in  the  latter. 

Having  now  shown  the  object  and  tl  e  character 
with  tbe  scope  of  this  measara,  I  shall  next  pro- 
ceed to  the  great,  and  I  muit  say,  in  my  opinion, 
the  only  ques  ion  that  admits  of  conirovery — will 
the  States  adhere  faidtfolly  to  Ore  terms  of  the  cer- 
sionl  Or,  on  the  contrary,  will  they  violate  a  com- 
pact solemnly  entered  into,  on  jast  and  liberal  prin- 
ciples, mntually  beneficial  to  bo:h,  and  which  will 
place  them,  as  to  theif  domain,  on  the  same  inde- 
pendent footing  on  which  the  other  Slates  standi 

I  would  ask,  at  the  outset,  is  there  any  thing  in 
their  history  to  justify  a  suspicion  of  a  want  of 
good  faitht  Have  they  been  in  the  habit  of  vio- 
lating contracts?  If  so,  point  out  a  single  instaDcet 
Instead  of  giving  ground  to  excite  sospicion,  I  re- 
joice to  say  iheir  histtry  affords  many  and  striking 
examples  of  exact  and  faitbfhl  compliance  with 
their  engagements.  They  all  have  standing  com- 
pacts with  the  Government,  entered  into  on  their 
admission  into  tbe  Union,  which  impoee  important 
limitadoos  on  what  otherwise  would  be  their  un- 
qaectioned  right  u  independent  members  of  <he 
I  QoioBr  11^  >a9B|  o0Mi>,  tbe  Importut  one,  not 


only  of  not  taxing  the  vast  portion  of  their  domain 
held  hj  the  United  Sutes  within  their  Uttils,  bet 
also,  fur  die  period  6f  five  years  after  sale,  dte  por- 
tion held  by  purchasers.  To  their  honor  be  it  aud, 
that  in  die  long  period  which  has  elapsed  fh>m  the 
admission  of  the  oldest  of  these  States,  there  has 
not  been  a  single  instance  of  a  violation  on  their 
part  of  dieir  plighted  faidi.  WiUi  so  str^og  an 
example  of  fidelity  to  engagements,  widi  what  jua- 
tice  can  it  be  objected  diat  the  States  will  vMate  ' 
their  plighted  faidi  to  a  contract  every  war  advan- 
tageous 10  them,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  Uniont 

Bat  I  lake  higher  ground,  and  put  tbe  question, 
with  what  propriety  can  we  object  to  the  want  of 
faith  on  the  part  of  tbe  States  to  tbeir  engagements! 
What  is  our  Constitution  but  a  compact  between 
the  States;  and  how  do  we  hold  seats  here  but  in 
virtue  of  ibat  compact?  And  is  it'  for  us  to  turn 
round  and  question  ^e  faith  on  which  oar  system 
stands,  and  through  which  we  have  out  politioU 
existence;  and  this,  too,  when  it  is  notorious  that 
the  Slate  Governments  have  adhered  widi  far  more 
fidelity  diaa  this  to  Ihe  constitutional  compadT 
Many  and  great  violations  are  charged,  tad  tmly 
charged  to  us,  while  few,  very  few,  can  he  iottly 
attributed  to  them. 

But,  admittiog  diere  might  be  danger  of  losiif 
the  lands,  should  diey  be  dispoeed  of  as  propesed, 
from  die  want  of  good  faidi  on  the  pah  of  the 
States,  I  boldly  assert  thai  die  danger  or  their  beios 
lost  is  far  greater,  if  dte  pre^ni  system  shonM  on. 
fortunately  be  eontinned,  and  that,  too,  ander  oir- 
cumslaDces  vastly  moredisastrons  to  die  peace  and 
safety  of  tbe  Union.  What  I  have  asserted  eqeMS 
froin  deep  and  solemn  convietion,  resulting  fwv 
a  lobg  and  careful  examination  of  dtis  vast  and 
eompliaated  subjioL 

Those  who  have  not  given  speeial  nuentkm  to 
it,  and  the  progren  of  our  land  system,  ean  fonn 
no  jast  conception  of  die  danger  to  whieh  the  pnb- 
lic lands  are  exposed.  Tbe  danger  is  tve-foMt 
that  they  will  be  lost  by  tbe  mere  progress  ot  settle- 
ment, without  payment,  in  consequence  of  dte  vast 
qoantity  beyond  the  wants  of  the  coantry,  to  which 
the  Indian  tide  is  exdngnudiedj  and  iflhat  Aonld 
rot  be  the  case,  they  will  be  Itom  Ihe  growhig  eoi.. 
flici  between  the  old  and  new  States,  ineonse* 
quence  of  die  rapid  increase  of  tbe  latter,  and  the- 
great  difference  in  tbeir  respective  views  of  dM 
policy  proper  to  be  adopted  in  reference  to  dieai. 
Both  causes  are  operaiiag  widi  powerftit  eObet) 
and  if  they  do  not  speedily  attract  Ihe  nitenllon  of 
tbe  Government  and  die  coantry,  ibsy  will  eenaiidy 
terminate  before  long,  either  by  dieir  separate  et 
joint  actisn,  in  the  toss  of  tbe  public  domMi.  ITo* 
thing  but  a  full  understanding  of  the  causes  of  dan. 
geri  and  die  application  of  prompt  and  effldent  re- 
medy, can  prevent  it;  aod  What  I  propose  is  to  pr^ 
Kent  a  brief  sketch  of  my  views  in  reference  (o 
bodi. 

As  imporiant  as  h  is,  few  have  turned  the  atten- 
tion it  deserves  to  the  almost  miraculous  extension 
of  our  land  system.  In  the  comparatively  short 
time  in  which  it  has  been  in  operation,  die  Indian 
title  has  been  extinguished,  in  round  numbers,  to 
320,000,000  of  acres,  of  which  there  has  been  told 
81,000,000,  and  granted  sway,  for  varioos  pur- 
poses, 12,600,000,  leaving  in  Ihe  possession  of  the 
Government,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1840^  336,- 
000,000,  a  larger  portion  of  which  is  snrveyed, 
platted,  and  in  the  market,  showing  that  tbe  pro- 
gress of  extittgaishing  the  titles  of  the  Indians  has 
far  outrun  the  demands  of  the  country  for  Govern- 
ment laiids,  as  great  as  it  has  been.  In  fact,  the 
reality  far  exceeds  the  statement,  as  strong  as  diat 
is;  for,  of  the  eighty-one  millions  of  acres  sold, 
upwards  of  thirty-eight  millions  were  sold  in  the 
years  1835,  '6  and  '7,  daring  the  great  expansioB 
of  the  carrsncy  and  rage  for  speculation  in  lands, 
of  which  bat  a  small  portion,  perhaps  not  a  Ihird, 
was  for  settlement;  and  of  tbe  residue,  a  greater , 
part,  say  twenty  millions,  is  still  for  sale  in  the 
hands  of  large  purchasers.  Making  proper  allow* 
ance  for  the  specolative  operations  of  thore  yean^ 
the  actual  sale  of  the  public  lands  for  settlement, 
during  die  period  of  fifty  yean>,  which  has  elused 
from  diettHtnoiag  of  die  Government,  wookl  not 
probably  exoee4  mtj  nitUoiu  of  Mm,  tboai  om; 
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fonith  w  maeb  as  that  to  which  the  Indian  title  is 
BOW  eztisgoished. 

.Bat  nnmbecs  can  gira  bnt  a  very  imperftct  con- 
ception of  the  rast  extent  of  the  legion  to  which 
the  Indian  title  is  ectingaished,  and  of  which  the 
Government  is  the  sole  and  eielasive  proprietor. 
To  ferm  a  eonect  idea  of  its  great  magnitnd*,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  compare  it  to  portions  of  the 
Union,  the  extent  of  which  is  familiar  to  all.  To 
enable  me  to  do  that,  a  fiiead  has  famished  me 
with  a  statement,  (rom  which  it  appears  that  U  all 
the  land  now  ansold,  and  to  which  the  In.lian  title 
is  eztingoished,  was  grouped  together,  it  woald  be 
eqaal*  in  extent  to  all  New'  Bngland,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  and  a  third  of  North  Carolina.  Bat  this 
falls  far  Aon  of  the  vast  extent  of  the  region 
thronghoat  which  it  lies  dispersed — a  region  rqaal- 
liog  all  the  old  Atlantic  States,  taking  in  all  Flori- 
da, die  States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  and 
half  of  Tennessee.  Into  this  vait  aad  anoccnpied 
domain,  onr  people,  with  a  maltitnde  of  foreigners, 
are  pouring  yearly  in  one  incessant  tide,  by  thoa- 
sanoi  on  (honsands,  seeking  new  homes,  some  with 
the  means  of  purchasing,  who  select  the  be^t  lands; 
others  with  insnfficient  means,  who  select  their  place, 
and  settle,  with  the  hope  of  purchasing  in  a  short 
tfane;  and  a  large  class  without  meanc,  who  set* 
lie  bn  spottv  without  any  fixed  intention  bnt  to  re 
ittain  so  loi^  as  they  are  undisturbed,  generally  on 
tiaets  of  inferior  qoalily  having  the  advantage  of 
aspriiig,witha  small  portion  of  more  fertile  land,  snffi . 
dent  for  their  limited  cultivation,  bnt  not  snffieient 
to  iadtiee  a  purchaser  to  lake  it  at  ibe  Government 
tnriee.  Tliis  class  of  settlers  has  greatly  inerea.<ied,  if 
I  am  coneetiy  informed,within  the  last  ten  or  fifteen 
yeaia,  aad  are  rapidly  and  ttill  increasing,  especi' 
ally  in  the  West  and  Southwestern  States,  where  the 
proportion  of  good  to  inferior  land  is  comparatively 
small,  and  must  continue  to  increase  with  accele- 
rated r^kidiiy,  to  long  as  the  present  land  system 
remains  as  it  is. 

Those  who  have  had  an  opportunity  of  witness- 
ing the  effect  of  such  occupancy  on  the  minds  of 
the  settlers,  will  not  be  at  a  loss  to  anticipate  the 
consequences  which  must  follow  unless  arrested. 
Oeeapaiion  long  and  undisturbed,  accompuiied  by 
improvement,  however  limited,  cannot  fail  to  be 
SHoeiated  with  the  idea  of  property,  in  the 
soiL  It  is  that,  in  fact,  which  constitutes  the 
primitive  right  in  laitd.  This  will  be  felt  in  com- 
mon by  all  the  occupants  similarly  situated- 
will  be  sure  to  create  an  tfrii  dt  evrf,  ac- 
companied by  mutual  respect  for  each  others* 
rights,  which  would  not  tail  to  make  it  dan- 
gerous for  any  «iie  to  ditinrb  the  rights  of 
another.  This  feeling  will  not  be  long  in 
dwwing  itself  towards  the  emigrant  intruder,  as  he 
would  be  considered,  coming  in  with  the  view  of 
purchase.  He  would  find  it  not  a  little  hazardous 
to  enter  and  purchase  a  spot  held  by  a  mere  oeea- 
pant,  or  squatter,  if  yoa  will,  and  oust  him  of  bis 
possession.  In  a  short  time,  no  one  who  regards 
his  peace  and  safety,  will  attempt  it;  and  then,  the 
feelingt  which  began  with  the  poorer  clan,  will  ex- 
tend rapidly  upwards  to  the  more  wealthy,  until, 
finally,  none  will  look  to  any  other  title  bat  occu- 
pancy and  improvement,  and  all,  the  rich  and  poor, 
will  become  squatters,  with  a  common  Interest  to 
maintain  and  defend  each  other,  when  the  public 
ItMids  will  be  lost,  and  cease  to  be  any  longer  a 
source  of  revenue,  if  nothing  be  done  to  stop  it. 
For  the  truth  of  the  picture  I  appeal  to  the  Sena- 
tors from  the  new  States,  especially  from 
the  Western  and  Soathwestern.  We  have  thus 
presented  the  difBenIt  question,  what  is  to  be  done 
ts  remedy  ill 

It  is  perfectly  natural  that  the  first  impression 
should  be,  to  keep  out  iniraders  on  the  pob- 
lie  lands.  The  lands  belong  to  the  people  of 
the  Union  as  common  propertjr,  and  it  would 
seem  contrary  to  reason  and  justice,  that  any 
one  should  be  permitted  to  enter  on  and  appro- 
priate the  use  or  that  to  himself,  wiihoat  paying 
fbr  it,  wbieh  bielongs  to  all;  and  we  accordingly  find 
not  a  small  portion  of  the  Senate,  who  insist  on  keep- 
lag  ont  and  expellii^  aii  intruders  as  the  proper 
"TS^r  Bnt  In  this  ease,  Uke  many  othera.  we 
mu«  iook  beyond  mera'abetraot  right      WI«l1 


seems  so  plausible  would,  when  tried,  prove  imr 
practicable.  We  need  no  other  proof  than  the 
fact  that  no  Administration  has  ever  underuken  it, 
even  when  it  would  have  been  an  easy  task,  com- 
paratively to  what  it  now  woald  be.  How  is  it  to 
be  donel  By  the  marshals  and  their  depntie^l  Can 
they  expel  (rom  their  homes  the  vast  host  of  occu- 
pants on  the  public  lands,  all  hardy  and  bold  men, 
familiar  with  the  use  of  the  most  deadly  of  wea- 
pons'} Woald  yon  employ  the  armyl  It  would  be 
found  almost  as  impoteat  as  the  civil  authority.  If 
the  whole  military  was  employed  in  this  to  the  ne- 
glect of  all  other  service,  there  would  be  more  than 
five  hnndted  and  fifty  square  miles  for  each  officer 
andsoMier,  supposing  your  establishment  to  befall. 
No;  were  it  possible  to  employ  the  military  in  so 
odioas  a  service  in  this  fiee  country,  you  would 
have  to  double  your  force,  at  a  cost  greater  than  the 
annual  income  from  the  land;  and  the  work  would 
be  ever  beginning  and  never  ending.  If  you  drive 
them  away  and  destroy  their  improvements,  as  soon 
as  the  force  was  withdrawn,  ihey  would  reiarn  to 
their  posressioo.  I  had  some  experience,  while  Se- 
cretary at  War,  of  the  difficulty  of  expelling  and 
keeping  of  intruders;  and  I  found  that  the  message 
which  brought  intelligence  of  the  withdrawal  of 
the  force  was  immediately  followed  by  that  whieh 
brought  information  that  the  intruders  had  re- 
turned. 

But  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clit] 
deems  all  this  as  merely  imaginary,  and  asserts 
that  intruders  may  readily  be  kept  off  the  public 
lands.  1  will  not  attempt  to  reply  to  bis  reason  for 
this  opinion.  He  and  his  political  friends  will  soon 
be  in  power,  with  a  chief  of  their  own  selection, 
and  in  whose  firmEets  and  ehergy  they  ezpicss 
high  confidence.  In  six  weeks  the  timi  will  come, 
round  which  brings  him  into  power,  and  we  shall 
see  what  will  follow.  Without  pretending  to  the 
spirit  of  Drophecy,-'I  feel  I  hazaid  nothing  in  pre- 
dicting, inat  what  is  deemed  so  easy  to  be  done 
when  ont  of  power,  will  be  pronounced  impracti- 
cable when  in.  The  Senator  would  have  too 
much  prudence  to  give  the-  advice,  but,  if  not,  the 
President  elect  will,  I  conjecture,  have  too  much 
discretion  to  act  on  it. 

If,  however,  I  should  be  mistaken,  and  the  at- 
tempt should  be  made  to  expel  the  eccnpants  from 
the  public  lands,  I  hazard  nothing  in  predicting 
that  the  Administratien  wilt  go  ont  of  power  with 
ten  times  the  majority  with  which  it  came  in,  as 
great  as  that  was.  The  bitterest  enemy  could  not 
give  more  fatal  advice. 

If,  then,  tbii  powerful  tide  of  emigration,  which 
is  flowing  in  on  the  public  lands,  cannot  be  arres'.ed, 
what  ODgh',  or  can  be  done,  lo  prevent  the  loss  of 
the  public  domain,  by  the  action  of  the  causes 
already  ezplainedl  This  is  the  difficalt  question. 
In  ant  wer  I  say,  we  mast  do  as  we  are  oiltien  com- 
pelled to  do  in  onr  progress  through  life — ac- 
commodate onrselves'to  circumstances;  to  mitigate 
evils  we  cannot  overcome,  and  retard  or  lessen 
those  we  cannot  prevent.  Such  are  the  laws  to 
which  beings  of  our  limited  powers  and  control 
over  tventr,  must  necessarily  yield. 

Without,  then,  undertaking  the  impossible  task 
of  arresting  the  tide  of  emigration,  or  expelling  the 
settlers,  I  would  advise  the  adoption  of  the  most 
judicious  and  efficient  measures  of  converting  them 
into  freeholders,  ;with  ihe  least  sacrifice  consistent 
with  effecting  that  object.  Ttte  first  step  towards  this, 
should  be  to  uaite  the  interest  of  this  Government 
with  that  of  the  States  within  which  the  lands  lie, 
.  so  as  to  combine  the  power  and  iofiaence  of  the 
two  for  their  preservation.  <Withont  it,  nothing 
can  be  done.  If  ihey  should  not  be  uniied,  the 
necessary,  consiquence  woald  be,  that  the  interest 
of  the  States  would  be  invariably  found  to  be  op- 
posed to  that  of  the  Government,  and  its  weight 
thrown  on  the  side  of  the  settlers  on  all  questions 
between  them,  of  which  we  have  daily  proof  in  our 
proceedings.  In  the  end,  their  uniied  power  and 
influence  would  prevail.  If  titis  indiipensable  step 
be  not  taken,  in  a  short  time,  instead  of  gradu- 
ation aad  preemption, we  shall  have  a  demand 
not  to  be  resisted,  for  donatieos  and  grants  to  the 
settlers.  A  leading  inducement  with  htm  to  dispose 
of  the  lands  to  the  States,  was  to  effect  this  impor- 
tant ttoioa  of  jnterist.    It  ts  the  only  «ay  by  whuih 


it  can  be  accomplished,  and  to  trader  it  snfieieUly 
strong  to  effect  the  object  intended,  I  am  in  favor 
of  a  liberal  compensation  to  the  States,  for  the  ex- 
pense and  trouble  of  their  management. 

But  something  more  is  indispensable  to  pnveiit 
the  loss  of  the  lands;  and  that  is,  to  hold  ont  ade- 
qaate  inducement  to  the  settlers  to  brcome  ftee- 
holders  by  purchasing  the  land.  This  san  be  ef- 
fected with  the  least  loss  lo  the  Government,  and 
greatest  advantage  to  the  settleis,  by  a  judidotn 
system  of  graduation  and  pre-emption;  and  it  is 
with  that  view  that  provisions  ara  made  for  both  ia 
the  amendment  which  I  intend  lo  (dfet.  It  pro- 
vides, that  the  Stales  may,  at  their  4iscntion.  re- 
duce the  price  of  all  lands  which  have  been  ooered 
at  sale  ten  years  and  upwards,  to  one  dollar  per 
acre,  after  the  30th  of  June,  1843;  and  all  that  may 
be  in  market  for  fifteen  years  and  upwards,  lo 
seventy-five  cents  per  acre,  aftct  the  30  h  of  Jane, 
1847;  and  all  that  may  have  been  twenty  yean 
and  upwards,  to  fifty  cen's  per  acre,  alter  the  30ih 
of  June,  1853;  and  all  that  have  been  twenty-five 
years  and  upwards,  lo  twenty  five  cents,  after  the 
30th  of  June,  1857;  and  all  that  have  bean  thirty 
years  and  upwards,  to  twelve  cents,  after  the  30tk 
of  Jane,  1863;  and  alt  that  ihonld  remain  untold 
five  years  thereafter,  to  be  surrendered  to  Ibe  States; 
with  the  right,  also,  at  their  discreiion,  to  allow  pre- 
•mptiou  for  ninety  days  to  settlers,  at  eaeb  a'-Mif  ia 
the  reduction  of  the  price.  It  also  provides,  that 
all  lands,  after  having  been  offered  for  sale  in  those 
Stales,  shall,  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from 
the  time  of  being  offered,  become  subject,  in  like 
manner,  to  graduation  and  pre  cmption. 

The  object  of  these  previsions  k  to  bold  out  ia* 
docements  to  the  stttlers  to  purchase,  by  bringing 
the  lands,  within  a  reasonable  period,  to  a  price 
whieh  would  not  only  josii<y,  but  hold  out  strong 
inducement  to  them  to  purchase.  One  great  difil- 
ctiliy  in  the  way  of  purchasing,  as  the  qrslem  now 
stands,  is,  that  the  great  body  of  the  lands  an  not 
worth,  in  reality,  the  price  of  f  I  35^1  which  Ihey 
are  sold  by  the  Qoverament.  There  app^an  to  be 
a.great  mistake  on  this  point,  wliieh  i  tisi  -a^iioriaBt 
to  correct.  I  nste ad  of  almost  every  acre,  as  is  sap* 
posed  by  some  gentlemen  in  debate,  lo  be  worth 
that  sum,  the  reverse  position  Is  trn.e,  that  none  was 
worth  it  but  that  which  was,  at  the  time,  coming  ia 
demand  by  purchasers.  I  test  the  assertion  on  the 
well  establibhed  principle  that  demand  aad  supply 
regulate  price,  and  the  fact  that  an  article  which  is 
in  the  market  at  a  fixed  prise,  open  to  ihe  demand 
of  all,  and  is  not  taken,  is  the  best  proof  that  tho 
price  is  above  the  marktl  value  at  the  time.  It  is 
m  vain  to  talk  of  intrinsic  value — a  thing  wboify 
different  from  price.  There  are  many  Slings  of 
the  highest  intrinsic  value  that  have  no  price,  as 
air  and  water,  while  many  of  but  small  valoe 
would,  from  their  greet  scarcity,  command  a  vary 
high  ene.  In  the  langiuge  of  business,  a  thing  is 
worth  what  it  will  sell  for,  and  no  one  is  willing  to 
give  more,  unless  compelled  by  «ome  particular 
reasoR.  The  occapants  of  the  public  lands  par- 
take of  this  feeling.  Tbry  are  unwilling  to  give 
for  the  inferior  lands,  which  for  the  most  part  Sey 
occupy,  (I  35,  when  a  small  part  only  of^  ibe  bert 
lands  oflered  for  sale  would  command  that;  and 
feel  that  they  have  something  like  justice  on  their 
side  in  not  giving  so  h^h  a  price  for  their 
possessions. 

This  feeling  must  be  met;  and  it  is  pro- 
posed to  meet  it  by  Ibe  provisions  for  grada- 
aliott  and  pre-emption  which  I  have  just  staled;  a 
policy  so  liberal  towards  a  large,  though  poor  cIms, 
not  less  honest  and  patriotic  than  the  rest  of  the 
community,  ceuld  not  fail  to  have  a  happy  effect, 
not  only  in  referance  to  ihem,  but  in  a  mora  en- 
larged point  of  view.  One  of  ihe  most  important 
rould  be  the  great  increase  of  the  number  of  small 
freeholders,  which,  in  the  hour  of  danger,  would 
prove  of  vast  importance,  especially  in  the  wealnat 
portion  of  the  Union — io  ttieSoaih  western  Stales— 
where  the  provisiun  would  have  ihe  greatest  effeci. 
It  would  be  tbe  class  ihat  woald  foraisb  the  har- 
diest and  best  soldiers,  with  the  advantage  of  bei^g 
inured  lo  ihe  climate.  Combined  and  modified  as 
thay  would  be,  they  cannot  but  have  a  powerful 
weight  in  inducing  the  occupants  to  ptirchaw.  It 
will  work  a  revolution  in  his  ebaitpler.    He  ^tUX 
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ngani  hiuttU,  on  his  Utile  domaul,  morek  ftce- 
MHat  ikm*a  Fqaanier;  and  as  Ibe  prioe  in  the  de- 
aoeadiBg  scale  of  graduation  approaches  the  price 
that  lands  snch  as  he  oecnpies  would  ««U  for,  bis 
iadaMiy  and  ec*aomy  will  be  rxerted  to  be  pre- 
pared with  lbs  leqaiaite  means  to  make  the  par- 
tttatn  The  liberal  cbaracier  of  the  policy  would 
ia^ueas  blm  with  deep  feelings  of  respect  for  the 
jaMioe  and  ears  of  the  Governmeni;  and  the  seca- 
litf  it  would  afford  would  put  an  end  to  the  tiftii  dt 
esrpf,  whieb  otberwiM  would  be  so  stroog;  and  all, 
•ombiaed  with  the  ioflaenc*  of  the  States  on  the  tide 
of  the  OoTeransnt,  would,  I  feel  eoofident,  guard 
efleettoally  against  the  danger  of  losing  the  bods, 
as  faras  the  occupants  are  coBcemed,  in  Iht  only 
way  that  would  be  practicable. 

The  amendment  proposes  to  leave  it  to  the  States 
to  giadaateand  grant  pre-emptions  or  not,  at  their 
discretion,  within  the  limits  prescribed.  The  con- 
ditions of  the  several  States  are  very  different  in  re- 
ference to  the  eipediency  of  ezercisiog  the  right. 
In  the  uniformly  fertile  region  in  the  upper  portion 
of  the  great  Valley  of  ihe  Mississippi,  it  may  not 
be  necessary  to  resort  to  either,  or,  if  so,  to  a  very 
limiied  extent;  while  ia  the  Southwestern  Stales,  in- 
elttdiiig  Arkausas,  it  would  be  indispensable;  and 
heitoe  the  propriety  of  giving  the  right,  but  leaving 
the  eiereise  to  the  discretion  of  the  States.  Each 
Stale  wotild  be  the  most  competent  judge  whether 
i|  should  be  exercised  or  not,  and  to  what  extent. 

Having  considered  the  provisions  intended  to 
gnard  against  the  danger  of  losing  the  lauds  from 
mere  occupancy,  witbont  payment,  I  next  propose 
to  make  some  some  remarks  on  that  of  their  being 
lost,  in  consequence  of  the  cooflieting  policy  be- 
tween the  new  and  old  States  in  relersnee  !••  them, 
should  the  present  syttem  be  continued.  To  un- 
derstand this  danger,  we  must  have  a  jnstconcep- 
liott  of  the  cause  in  which  it  originates,  which  I  will 
endeavor  fiist  to  explain. 

In  the  nature  of  thin^,  it|^is  impoisible  (hat 
the  new  and  old  States  can  take  the  same  view 
of  the  policy  proper  to  be  adopted  in  reference 
to  the  public  domain.  Their  respective  posi- 
tion, interest,  and  extent  ct  knowledge  in  refers 
enoe  to  it,  are  wholly  different,  which  cannot 
but  have  a  coriespondeut  effect  on  their  views.  The 
■  aid  States  stand  in  reference  lo  the  new  some- 
what in  the  light  of  an  absent  oaner  of 
a  large  estate,  and  not  without  some  of 
his  feelings,  while  the  new  stand,  in  some  decree, 
in  the  situation  of  those  who  occupy  and  work  his 
estate,  with  feelings  not  a  little  akin  to  those  which 
belong  to  that  relation.  That  such  is  the  case,  and 
that  it  leads  to  diverse  views  of  the  policy  that 
ottght  to  be  adopted,  and  that,  again,  to  conflict 
between  them,  the  questions  now  before  us,  the 
discussion  now  going  on,  the  feeliugj  it  excites, 
and  the  yearly  and  violent  agitation  of  those  ques- 
tions for  the  last  eight  or  ten  y  ears,abundanily  piove. 
Nor  is  it  less  clear  that  tbey  hav<  increased,  and 
must  increase  with  the  growth  and  ioflnence  of  tha 
new  Statu,  over  the  action  of  the  Govfrnment,  till 
their  rapid  growih  will  give  them  tbe  ascendancy, 
whea  they  will  decide  it  in  their  own  way,  under 
ihi.high  pretensions  and  txcited  feelings  of  real  or 
supposed  injustice  -  which  must  necessarily  grow 
out  of  a  long  contioaed  and  violent  conflict.  It  is,  in 
like  manner,  clear  that  ihe  evil  originates  in  the 
ownership  and  admioiitration  by  the  Government 
of  the  Unis  Ijring  in  the  new  Statc.<,  and  constiini- 
ing  a  larger  portion  of  their  Territory.  If,  to  these 
considerations,  it  be  added  that  the  questions  grow- 
ing out  of  this  great  subject  mast  extend  to  and  em- 
brace, and  influence  in  thrir  brarings,  every  other 
question  of  public  policy,  as  is  illustrated  by 
the  amendment  for  distributing  the  proceeds  of 
the  salei  of  the  lands  amoujg  the  Slates,  which, 
ia  its  consequences,  takes  in  the  whole  circle 
of  our  legislation,  and  that  it  most  enter  in- 
to and  influence  all  our  political  struggles,  es- 
pecially that  in  which  all  others  aie  concen- 
trated—-the  Presidential  election — some  conception 
nay  be  formed  of  the  distracting  inflneace,  the  agi- 
tation and  danger  which  must  grow  out  of  this 
great  question,  if  not  speedily  settled. 

If  something  be  not  done,  it  is  not  difficult  to 
see  tlu^  the  danger  from  these  causes  and  that  from 
opcapancy  mn  nu  togetiier,  and  that  iheir  com- 


bined  forces  will  be  altogether  irresistible.  The  oc- 
cupants on  the  public  lands  lying  within  the  States 
are  voters,  with  a  weight  at  the  polls  equal  to  the 
most  wealthy,  and,  of  course,  an  equal  influence 
over  the  eleeiion  of  President  and  Vice  President, 
members  of  Congress,  and  Slate  Governments.  I 
hazard  little  in  atserting  that,  if  they  have  not  al- 
ready, from  their  numbers,  a  decided  influence  over 
all  the  elections  in  many  of  the  new  States,  they 
will,  in  a  very  short  period,  from  iheir  rapid  in- 
create,  if  nothing  should  be  done  to  arrest  tbe  evil. 
That  ioflnence  would  be  felt  here,  and  move- 
ments would  be  made  to  satisfy  tbe  demands 
of  so  numerous  and  powerful  a  clats,  till  with  their 
growing  influence,  the  proposition  will  be  boldly 
made,  to  give,  as  has  been  slated,  the  land  with- 
out purchase,  to  which,  fVom  the  necessity  of  the 
ease,  the  Government  will  be  compelled  to  yield, 
in  order  to  avoid  ihe  danger  of  being  seized 
and  kept  in  open  defiance  of  its  amhority. 

Against  this,  the  only  ground  that  can  be  devised, 
as  far  as  I  can  see,  is  the  one  I  have  proposed; 
to  dispose  6f  the  land  to  the  States — to  pait  with 
ownership  and  administration,  the  root  of  the 
evil — on  fair  and  equitable  conditions,  with  the  best 
possible  provisions  that  can  be  devised  to  ensure 
the  faithful  performance  of  the  compact.  If  that, 
wiih  the  provisions  against  the  danger  from  occu- 

fancy,  cannot  prevent  the  loss  of  the  public  lands, 
know  not  what  can.  I  have  as  strong  confidence 
as  the  nature  of  the  subject  will  admit,  that  it  will 
when  perfected  in  its  details  by  the  wiedom  of  Ihe 
Senate,  prove  all  ruflicient,  not  only  to  prevent 
the  toss  ofthe  public  domain,  but  to  arrest  the  many 
and  growing  evils,  to  which  1  hare  alluded,  as 
incident  to  the  system  as  it  now  exists. 
But,  if  iu  that  it  is  possible  I  shonld  err,  with 
all  tbe  caution  I  have  taken  to  come  to  a 
correct  conclusion,  I  feel  assured  I  cannot,  in 
asserting  that  the  danger  would  be  far  less,  under 
Ihe  amendment  I  intend  to  propose,  than  it  would 
be  shonld  the  system  continue  as  it  now  stands; 
and  that  if  the  public  domain  is  to  be  list,  it  is  far 
better  it  should  be  under  the  former  than  the  latter. 
It  would  be  with  far  less  intermediate  hazard,  and, 
•in  the  end,  with  less  violence  and  shock  to  our  po- 
litical fabric.  jIn  the  one  case  we  could  lose  no- 
thing but  the  value  of  the  land,  which  I  shall  pre- 
sently show  is  far  less  than  usually  estimated,  while 
in  the  other  no  one  can  estimate  what  the  loss  may 
not  be. 

Having  now,  I  trust,  shown  to  the  satisfaotion 
of  the  Senate,  that  noJiing  short  of  disposing  of  the 
public  lands,  on  just,  equitable,  and  liberal  terats, 
can  remedy  the  evils,  and  guard  against  the  dan- 
gers incident  to  the  system,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, it  only  remains  to  consider  what  would  be 
the  effects  of  tbe  measure  on  th«  revenue,  com- 
pared with  the  present  system.  Should  I  be  able 
to  prove,  as  I  hope  to  do,  that  even  in  that  respect 
it  will  bear  a  highly  advantageous  comparison,  it 
would  yield  more,  and  that  when  most  needed, 
now,  when  the  Treasury  will  require  replenishing, 
every  solid  objection  to  its  adoption  would,  I  trust, 
be  removed. 

There  was  a  great  and  prevalent  mistake  as  to 
the  true  value  of  tbe  public  lands,  as  I  have  just  inti- 
mated. Tiiey  are  estimated  as  if  every  acre  was 
worth  %\  35  paid  down,  without  taking  into  ac- 
count thit  only  a  xmall  quantity  couM  be  $oM  an- 
nually at  that  price,  and  that  by  far  (he  greater 
portion  of  the  incotce  from  the  sates  can  only  be 
received  through  a  long  series  o(  years,  extending 
10  a^eryreoiote  period.  In  estimating  what  u 
their  true  value,  we  must  not  forget  that  time  has 
the  same  effect  on  value,  which  distance  has  on 
macnitudr;  and  that,  as  the  largest  objects  in  the 
tmiverse  dwindle  to  a  point,  when  removed  to 
the  distance  of  the  stars — so  the  greatest  value, 
when  it  can  onl;  be  realized  at  remote  periods,  di- 
minishes almost  10  nothing.  It  is  in  consequence 
of  this  difference  between  present  and  future  value, 
thai  a  sum  paid  down  is  worth  tivice  as  much  as 
an  equal  sum^t^  be  paid  sixteen  years  hence,  esti- 
mated at  6])Rcent.  simple  interest,  and  four  times 
as  much  as  a  like  sum  to  be  paid  at  the  end  of  thirty- 
two  years.  I  do  not  take  fractions  of  years  into 
the  estimate.  The  principle  is  familiar  t«  all  who 
axe  in  Uw  liabit  of  oaloolaliog  Ihe  preseat  ralne  of 
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annuities  fur  a  given  number  of  years,  and  is  as 
applicable  to  regular  annual  incomes  fVom  land,  or 
any  other  source,  as  it  is  from  what  is  usually 
called  an  annuity.  On  the  same  principle,  dis- 
counts are  made  on  payments  in  advanoe.  Bat 
we  are  in  the  daily  habit  of  overlooking  this  ^laia 
and  familiar  principle,  known  to  every  busmess 
man  ia  the  mantgement  of  his  own  affairs,  ia  esti- 
mating tbe  value  of  the  public  domain.  In  eonse* 
quenca  of  such  oversight,  the  160,000,000  of  acres 
lying  in  the  new  States  have  been  estimated  to  be 
worth  $300,000,000,  at  $1  25  per  acre— a  sum 
nearly  eight  times  greater  ilian  its  real  value,  sap. 
posing  that  it  would  give  an  annual  income  ave. 
raging  |3,500,000  annually,  and  admitting  every 
acre  will  be  sold  at  %\.  25— a  supposition  far 
greater  than  will  ever  be  leallzed.  The  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  at  the  last  session,  assuming 
these  data,  proved  incontestably  that  the  true  pre- 
sent value  did  not  exceed  twenty-six  millions  and  a 
half  of  dollars.  They  showed,  in  the  first  place, 
that  a  perinanent  income  forever  of  |3.SOO,000 
wouM  be  worth  but  a  fraction  more  than  forty-one 
millions  of  dollars  in  hand,  as  that  sum,  at  six  per 
cent,  would  give  an  equal  income.  Tbey  next 
showed,  that  to  derive  an  income  of  12,500,000 
from  the  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  acres  in  tbe 
new  Slates,  wouli  exhaust  every  acre  in  eighty 
years;  and  that,  of  course,  instead  of  being  a  per- 
manent income,  it  would  be  one  only  for  that  pe- 
riod, which  would  reduce  its  value  to  about  thiny- 
four  millions  of  dollars,  which  would  be  its  present 
value,  if  there  was  no  expense  attending  its  sales 
and  managem:nt.  That  is,  however,  far  from  be- 
ing the  ca»e.  Applying  the  same  rule  of  calcula- 
tion to  the  annual  expenie  incident  to  (heir  manage- 
ment, including  what  would  be  saved  by  tbe  Oe- 
vernment,  if  Uie  cession  should  be  made,  as- 
eenained  to  be  about  |550,000  annually,  they  find 
tbe  present  value  of  the  land  to  be  Ihe  sum  stated, 
($26,500,000.)  The  result,  assuming  the  data  to  be 
correct,  is  incontrovertible;  and  that  sum  would 
constitute  the  entire  amount  of  the  loss  imder  Ibe 
present  system,  if  the  lands  were  nnttty  to  be  given 
a*ay  by  the  proposed  cession,  as  has  been  most  tin- 
fairly  charged  on  the  other  side  of  the  chamber. 

I  propose  to  apply  tbe  same  principle  to  the  same 
t8nd5,  to  show  its  present  value,  under  the  operation 
of  the  measure  1  intend  to  propose,  fflkoiud  it  be 
adopted,  the  whole  of  the  lands  in  question  would 
be  so:d,  I  assume,  in  twenty-five  years  from  the  time 
the;  become  subject  to  ibe  graduating  process — 
which  is  much  mote  probable  than  that  ihe  whale 
won  Id    be   sold  in  eighty  years  at   the   prennt 

piico  of  SI  23  per  acre.  I  next  usume  that  eqtal  qUiMllles 
would  bo  80I1I  during  eacU  period  of  graduation.  I  naxiipume 
ll]at  tbe  portion  not  yet  oflercd  for  ealCj  .and  whkll,  SCCOVdinc 
to  ttie  amendmeot,  would  not  tw  subject  tp  gradiMloo;  ana 
wtiicti  iseaitmatcd  in  Uie  report  »(  tlie  Commtlt**  Mk  Petllie 
Lanitii,  to  amount  to  a  little  more  than  StflOOfM  of  I 


would  yield  an  average  revenue  during  tlie  ten  T«*I%  (qMl  in 
proportion  to  what  the  160,000,000  acres  are  aalimttodloyhM. 
It  is  probably  much  less  than  what  they  would,  aa  tlwy  will, 
for  the  first  time,  be  oiTeTed  for  sale:  1  also  eeUmat*  that  Ih* 
lands  that  have  been  offered,  and  which  have  not  yM  ran  <M 
years,anawiltorcoanebeheU  till  then  at  «1  as,  will,  with 
that  which  will  be  sold  on  the  flrst  rednction  to  si,  avera(» 
tl  l^i.  I  have  alsoeatimaled  the  whole  period  including  lltat 
which  is  now  in  progreas  tawanb  ten  yean,  and  tbe  fint  pe- 
riod of  reduction,  as  one  period  of  filueo  yean^  and  tliat  th« 
entire  amount  sold  during  the  entire  period,  will  only  equal  tlw 
average  of  the  other  periods  of  gradaalion,  (Are  yeusy  aa  aad- 
mate  greatly  under  the  troth.  .  • 

On  these  data  I  have  based  the  calcalaliou  which  have  been 
made,  wi'h  great  care,  and  I  find  the  present  valoa  of  the  lead* 
would  be  more  than  a  third  more  under  my  propoeed  ameDd- 
meni,  than  under  the  existing  system;  and  that  Ihe  ezceaa 
wuuldbesullicieotiopay  the  35  per  ceoL  proppaed  to  be  al- 
lowed to  Ihe  new  Slates  for  their  expense  and  trouble,  leaving 
the  66  to  be  received  by  the  Oovemment,  equal  to  the  eatlre 
present  value  of  Ihe  lands,  under  the  existing  system.  Such  la 
the  vast  ditTerence  betwech  receiving  a  smaller  amount  by  an- 
nual paymenis,  during  half  of  a  long  period  and  a  much  larger 
one  in  liite  manner  during  double  or  the  time. 

There  are  but  two  of  the  data  on  which  the  ealeulatlon  la 
based,  which  can  be  sy  ppoeedto  have  any  material elfeei  un  tha 
result,  which  can  posaibly  prove  to  be  over  ettimated;  the  one, 
that  all  the  lands  will  besoid-during  the  period  of  gjadoatioa, 
which,  however,  iiquile  as.prol>able,  to  say.Uieleaat,  aa  that  aH 
will  be  sold  in  eighty  yeera  at  •!  25;  and  tlte  oUier,  that  equal 
quanUties  would  be  sold  during  each  atep  of  the  leduetion. 
It  is  not  improbable  this  may  not  prove  lo  be  tlie  caae,  end  that 
larger  quantities  would  bo  sold  towards  die  tetter  alagea  of  Ui« 
eraduatlon,  at  low  prices,  than  during  the  eailwr  Itacea, 
ix  higher  prhxs,  which  affect  the  reaalu  The  other 
other  supposition  that  equal  sums  would  be  received  at  each 
perioti,  would,  probably,  be  much  too  low;  and  the  truth  may 
probably  prove  to  be  between  them;  bateven  on  that  aasamp. 
lion,  the  present  valus^  under  the  meaanra  I  propoM,  would 
gieaUy  exceed  that  under  the  preaant  ayslem;  ao  much  ao  aa 
to  be  guile  sufficient  to  cevei  the  I3petc<Dt.piopaaedtobeal. 

lowMtoth«et«taiioc  thairiroaUe,  abort  ihse^iaaM  of  luar 
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26th  Co»Q""iin>  Smb. 


Prh-en^um  Late — Mr.  Crittenden. 


Senate. 


atgiaf  tlM  landi^  ioelwUas  HM'nvmc  lo  Um  OorannMat  b^ 
tin  tiMnn.  IhaTCMiaawdihataddluoodilloiraBe)^  iMcwiM 
it  narly  comapoadaU)  that  pcopoMd  to  be  liren  in  tha  bill  for 
dWuttadoo,  (mUDdnead  by  u>a  aotbor  of  tba  acbeme,)  lo  tha 
lM«iMalaikabi>raihatalla«adtotlM«ld.  InMioihablllthat 
naMd  bo«iBoaaaa,todin«Tatoad  bj  iha  Pnaidaiu.  Tbatal- 
bwad  12|  per  caoL  which,  for  Iha  laka  of  facility  in  calculating, 

I  hare  enlarged  to  13  per  cent. 
Ib«T«,lt(uM,nawBiiecaa^Uymettlie  only  two  ol^actiaiM 

viiiob  can,  in  my  opinion,  be  urged  viih  any  plauaibility 

r  gat  tha  niea<ural  iaiendto  propoie,  bv  proriog  not  only 
■here  woold  be  reaaombleaanrance  tliat  the  Siatea  would 
•Wdabyllietarnu  of  theceiiion,bniUiatU  waa  the  only  mea> 
ewe  which  ceuld  be  derlaed  to  prevrnt  the  almoat  certain  loaa 
of  tha  public  domain,  nnder  the  operation  of  the  syatem,  as  it 
now  aland,  and  that,  inatead  of  a  loai,  there  would  be  a  clear 
pecmiuy  gala.  Ir  I  ha?e  luccaeded  in  doing  to,  I  have  done 
•II  that  ought,  according  to  my  coocaption,  to  be  ncceaaary 
to  oblatai  UManpportof  the  body.  Bat  I  cannot  be  ignorant  that 
then  are  memben  lh>m  the  new  Blaiee  who  prelkr  eapporting 
tliia  bill  10  Um  meaaure  I  intend  to  propoea;  not  that  they  think 

II  better,  bulheckUM  they  beliere  it  has  the  best  prospect  of 
passing.  InthlsIUiiaktheyare  mistaken.  It  Is  not  probable  that 
either  can  pass  the  present  stsaion.  It  is  now  but  a  few  weeks  lo 
Its  tannlnailoo,  and  It  is  impossible,  in  the  midst  of  the  crowd  of 
Mhar  bnsinea^  that  any  important  measure,  not  indispensable, 
can  get  through,  espeeially  a  systemof  pie-empiion  andgradn- 
•don  which  has  been  so  long  Mrugillog,  uranieceasfully,  to  pass 
boihHonsea.    BtUifito*nnotp<Mt  iKne,/Aeretnutt(«eor(i*. 

•  pect  that  it  could  the  ntxt/our  yean,  against  ilie  opposition  of 
the  coming,  when  it  could  not  with  the  aid  of  the  present  and 
Ills  Adminislituions. 

With  this  prospect,!  put  it  to  my  friends  from  the  new 
•tates,  is  there  not  danger  in  pressing  these  isohtted  measorss, 
which  cannot  settle  the  Tezed  and  dangerous  questions  of  the 

fiublie  lands,  and  which,  at  best,  con  be  pressed  on  grounds  on- 
yiuiMSSting  to  those  Suies,  that  they  will  lose  not  onlyafa- 
Torite  measure,  but  cause  the  passage  of  obnoxious  to 
Ihsm  ofjali  meaiaree,  that  of  diairibntionl  I  ask  them,  can 
you  bop*  to  oppoao  succsssAilly  a  measure  so  seductire  to  ee 
many  memben  of  the  Onion,  by  a  measure  so  partial  in  its  ope- 
ndan,  and  wUch,  so  far  from  appealing  to  the  reason  or  sym- 
pathy of  two-thirds  of  the  States,  secures  but  a  reluctant  Tots 
horn  any  of  them;  more  from  parly  leelings  and  asaocialiona, 
ibananyeonTietionofltsJustlceorexpediencil  Let  me  tell  my 
Mends,  that  if  the  struggle  ie  to  continue  between  thie  bill  and 
the  sebeme  of  dialrlbutlon,  it  is,  on  their  part,  a  deaperate  one. 
Oaieatis  certain;  andUtere  ia  noway  to  avoid  it,  (if  it  be  not 
already  too  late,)  bui|io  enlaiye  the  issue— to  rsise  it  above 
mere  local  or  pecaniary  consideradon^to  the  bnad  and  eleveted 
gioand  of  a  final  eeitiemeot  of  this  deep  and  agitating  question, 
onjastaodsaiisfacioiy  principles, and  tlisreby  arrest  the  connt- 
lesa  evils  rushing  through  that  channel  on  the  country.  It  Is 
only  thus  that  an  antagonist  of  sufficient  sttvnclh  could  be 
rearsdnp  against  the  dangerous  and  corrupting  acnemsof  dis- 
tlibution.  A  measure  seductive  to  many  of  the  Stales,  unfortu- 
nately overwhelmed  by  debt,  coold  only  be  successfully  oppossd 
19  one  which  would  makea  powerAil  appeal  to  iratb.  Justice, 
and  patriotism.  Asstrooc  as  may  be  the  appeal  ta|iheneceesity 
of  embanassed  Staiss,  a  soli  stroiiger  may  he  made  lo  the  higher 
andmorecommandlngconsiderailonsof  duty  and  patriolbm. . 
Such  an  isane,  I  believe,  the  measure  I  propose  wouhl  tender  lo 
the  country.  Isolemuly  beUeve  it  tohe  (bunded  on  truth,  and 
sastahMdbyjttstiee^  and  high  consldttatiunsof  policy;  and  all 
itneads  to  ensure  il  success,  if  I  mielske  not,  is  the  earnest 
and  deiacmhied  support  of  the  Sates  which  not  only  havet  ne 
deepest  stake,  but  wboas  indspendence  and  equality,  honor 
and  pride,  as  msmbers  of  this  proud  Republic  efSuiee,  are 
involved. 

Having  now  pressnted  my  views  of  the  smendment  I  in- 
tend to  oner,  with  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  amendment  of  the 
fleoator  (torn  Kentucky,  and  inaeit  mine,  I  shall  conclude  with 
a  lew  remarks  in  reference  to  the  leading  feature  of  bis  amend- 
ment, Ihedistribuiion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among 
iheSlates.  •■  i-  e 

U  Is  not  my  intention  to  enter  On  Ihe  diseuasion  of  a  measure 
which  I  cannot  but  regard  as  palpably  uncoosUtutional,  as  weU 
•■  dangtronand  corrupting  in  its  tendency.  I  do  not  deem  it 
oecsasary,  as  I  expressed  my  ophiinn  fully  on  the  subjsct  at  the 
last  seesion.  I  intend  at  this  time  to  make  a  few  remarks^  in 
order  to  show  that,  viewed  under  every  poasibie  aspect,  il  must 
be  regarded  a*  ailher  foolish.  Idle,  or  nnJusL 

It  i  admUtedon  ail  aidea  that  the  Trtasury  is  emhamased, 
•ad  that  no  part  of  the  revenue  can  ba  vrithdrawn  wiUunt  mak  - 
iiigacarraspondtngdeAeit,wMchmustbe  eupplied  by  taxes 
an  tha  paople,  in  one  form  or  another,  and  that  the  withdrawal 
•f  the  isTaone  ftom  Ihe  land  would  cauee  a  deficit  so  lo  be  sup- 
"■■  '     •than  fi^OK^OOO  annoaUy.  The 


in^_vln|  to  ths 'people 


plied,  of  not  lesa-  probably, 
whole  piuesas,  than,  would 

of  Iha  several  flialaa  thair  proportional  e&ai«  of  die  five 
miUiooa  of  the  revenue  from  the  lands,  to  be  collected 
back  fnm  the  people  of  the  United  Stales,  in  the  shape  ofa  lax 
on  Impona,  or  aoma  other  subject,  the  same  amouuL  Now, 
alr,Iask,isllM>l  clear,  if  a  State  should  receive  by  its  distri- 
butive share  a  lass  sum  than  the  people  of  that  State  would 
*■"•  5?  W tatt*" '•  «N»ply  the  deficit,  it  would  be,  on  their 
pan,fiMlish  M  suppon  tiie  distrlbniiool  So,  again,  if  they 
•houMracaivetbe  aame  arooanl  they  paid  toietead  of  a  lees, 
woalditnolbeldle}  Andifroore,woublitnoibeunjnst1  Csn 
any  oiMdeny  theee  conclueiomA  How,  then,  can  a  scheme, 
wfakh  implies  tha  one  or  the  other  of  these  alteratives,  (laying 
aside  aU  other  weighty  objections,)  hava  any  chance  to  be 
•doptadi  But  two  aneweis  can  be  given.  The  one, 
diat  the  States,  which  would  receive  more  from 
lb*  dialribalioa  than  their  people  would  liave  to  pay  to 
maka  up  Ihadafleit,  can  outvote  iha  otheia,  andare  prepared 
to  act  oatbepfinclplaor  tils  slrong.plundsring  Ihe  weak;  and 
ibaoUier,  thai  a  majority  of  the  Staias  want  the  money  to  pay 
taairdebla,!or  tospaod  in  favorite  scbemes^aad  pnCtrahUt. 
lag  the  (eaponaiMhiiy  of  taxing  to  Uia  Genernl  Govemment  to 
•sauming  it  ihsmaalTes,  without  regardtaig  whether  Uieirpeo- 
pla  wooM  ecniribuie  more  or  teaa  tiian  tiiey  may  receive.  They 
•mafhiii)  to  lay  lazes,  lest  the  people  shoslilsse  theenmaex- 
tnaied  robi  iheir  pockets,  and  turn  Ihem  out,-|aod  to  avoid  M», 
would  transfer  Uie  taak  to  the  General  Government,  beoauea 
they  can  take  Ann  the  people,  through  Uie  lax  on  impona, 
wUMjibetag  detected  as  to  thTamounJ 
'  E*?*5!i2B°""^i''**>" '  •i'dovm,  to  isnder  my  Uianka 
M?  e2!2r*.irt  "•'••"•"d"!  augisetion  of  the  Senator 


"■Mar-  -    -  -  —       AiJ-->«*r:^ 


Ihe  Vnioo  from  which  ha  cam<a,ia  setapatt^  pneeedaof 
the  laads  as  a  permanent  fund  for  the  navy. 

(Mr-  hum.  In  an  audible  voice.  The  navy  and  the  deleacsa 
of  lbs  country.  1 

I  would  icjoicsto  see  such  a  disposition  of  it,  and  do  hope 
tiiat  he  will  move  an  amendment  to  that  eflbet.  I  wouM  glawy 
leceive  Has  a  modificaUen  of  my  amendment,  and  would  regaid 
it  as  a  great  improvement.  The  navy,  sir.  Is  (he  right  arm  of 
our  defence,  and  Is  equally  fauponut  to  every  section— the 
North  and  South,  the  East  and  West,  inland  and  aeaboaid. 
Whan  I  look  at  the  condition  of  our  country,  and  the  world,  I 
feel  that  too  eameal  and  too  early  attention  cannot  be  bestowed 
on  the  arm  of  defence  on  which  the  country  muet  mainly  rely, 
not  only  for  sustahiing  its  just  weight  and  infiuence  hi  die  scalsa 
of  nation,  bnt  eUo  for  protection. 

Mr.  HUBB&RD  lulled  for  the  yeas  and  noes  on 
the  adoption  of  tbe  substitaie  of  tb«  Senator  from 
Sooth  Carolina.  

After  a  few  words  between  Messrs.  CRITTBN- 
DEN,  CLAV  of  Alabama,  and  MERRICK— 

The  PRESIDENT  again  stated  tbe  question, 
u4 

Tbe  Clmk  commenced  calling  the  list,  bat  he 
bad  not  protreedfd  farther  than  ihe  name  of  Mr, 
AitxR,  who  voted  for  tbe  sobstinite  of  tbe  Senator 
from  SoQib  Carolina,  when 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  rose  and  observed  that  he 
had  hardly  ever  felt  more  sarprUed  than  in  listen- 
ing to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senatorfiom 
Soaib  Carolina.  In  offering  ibe  amendment  which 
he  himself  had  proposed,  bis  simple  and  anobtra- 
sWe  purpoie  bail  been  merely  lo  pnt  on  record  Ihe 
views  be  entertained,  and  what  be  was  willing  to 
do  on  this  subject  of  pre-emption.  He  had  been 
desirons  that  his  views  shonld  not  be  misandentood 
or  perverted,  and  he  had  drawn  up  and  offered  his 
amendment  for  the  porpose  of  showing  that  be  was 
willing  logo  forpreemptiOD.if itwaseombined  with 
Ibe  jnsi  disiribotioQ  among  the  States  of  the  proceeds 
of  Ihe  sates  of  the  pnblic  lands.  For  ibfee  two 
measares,  if  nnited,  he  .was  willing  to  vote.  He 
fasd  been  desirons  of  patting  ibis  on  record,  and 
that  was  his  whole  pnrpose  ia  offering  his  amend- 
ment. For  tbe  andaciiy  of  making  sach  a  pro- 
posal, he  coniinbed,  I — no,  not  I — bnt  my  pro- 
"posiiion  itself  has  been  denoanced  in  all  ihe 
variety  of  epithet  which  tbe  eloquence  of  the  hono- 
norable  Senator  could  supply.  Iibas  been  prononot^d 
to  be  "idle,  UDJast,or  foolish,"  This  was  Ihe  (enten- 
tians  contiemnalion  parsed  upon  by  the  Senator' 
from  Sonib  Carolina  [Mr.  CiLaooM.]  The  Sena- 
tor from  MIssonii  [Mr.  Benton]  oad  directed 
against  it  a  storm  of  rpithsts  yet  more  pondercus. 
According  lo  the  thunder  of  that  genlleman^  elocu- 
tion, the  proposition  was  "ttmmemi"  "motMtout!" 
So  monstrous  and  so  enormous  was  it  ihai  I  shrank 
from  all  attempt  at  (!efending  it,  and  the  honorable 
Senator  did  net  woitdei!  Now  these  argamenta- 
tive  epithets  of  the  Senator  will,  I  rather  imagine, 
make  no  very  great  impression  on  tbe  understand- 
ii>g  of  tbe  conntry  or  on  tbe  Senate.  It  is  not  by 
rpiibets  that  either  of  ihose  gentlemen,  high  as  they 
may  believe  themselves  to  stand,  can  pat  down 
measures  in  ihls  body.  Great  as  may  be  their 
power  of  animadversicn,  it  is  not  on  that  power 
that  tbe  faie  of  ibis  measure  is  to  depend.  Tbe 
gentlemen  may  sappose  I  shrink  from  tbe  very 
thought  of  defending  my  amendment,  because  I 
do  not  choose  to  oceapy  an  hour  or  two  in  debate- 
on  whati  On  a  measure  new  to  the  Senate?  Not 
at  all.  The  bill  before  us  ia  to  grant  a  pcospective 
pre-emption  on  the  public  lands.  Did  tbe  hbuora- 
ble  Senator  expect  I  was  about  to  lake  up 
the  lime  of  this  body  in  unfolding  tbe  atl- 
vantages  and  disadvantages  of  a  measure  of 
this  kindt  To  him,  at  least,  all  such  di-vus- 
sion  must  be,  in  an  eminent  degree,  flat,  stale, 
and  unprofliable.  Pre-emption  and  graduation 
have  been  abundantly  argued,  both  now  and  here- 
tofore; there  remains  but  one  more  proposition  t« 
be  considered,  which  is  distribution.  Is  that  to  be 
drbatied  now7  Does  the  gentleman  suppose  ihit  I 
am  going  to  debate  that  question  with  the  vain 
hop*  of  carrying  it  now?  Surely  not;  and  yet,  be- 
cause I  have  ateiaioed  from  this,  I  am  accused  of 
shrinlring  from  the  defence  of  my  amendment.  I 
tboi*ght  that  it  would  be  abusing  the  patience  of 
the  Senate  If  I  should  attempt  suih%^ing.  And 
Aougb,  frcm  the  manner  of  the  honoranSe  Senator 
from  Misemiri,  my  frankness  most  have  sarprised 
tbe  Senate,  be  has  multiplied  a  repetition  of  his 
thanlta  for  my  proposal  of  a  measure  perCeetly  state 
(Irom  rvpvtitioo.  tlieproposttioni  miv«  bien  n- 


pealed  for  years.  What  is  ilMie  about  ikem  so 
••monatrogct"  Is  it  pre-emption?  Is  tiaa  so  alsc- 
cioas?  It  it  distriba'ioB?  Is  tliai  "idlc,naj«8i,  v 
f  ooUthT"  If  it  be,  let  Congieu  take  the  barden  ct 
these  denunciations  on  tbemsdves.  Pre-ewpdoa 
laws  we  have  passed  again  and  agaia,  and  a  bMI 
for  dtstribniitm  passed  both  the  Semis  and  Hwar 
of  Representatives  by  triumphant  aiajorities,  and 
wontd  have  been  the  law  of  the  land  long  ago  bat 
for  a  most  extraordinary  and  unparalleled  instanee 
of  Executive  interposition.  Was  tliisthemeaswa 
that  was  so  'Hnonstrons,"  so  "eaormoas,"  so 
"outrageous,"  as  to  deter  any  geaileman  Dram  evea 
an  attempt  at  its  defence? 

Bat  the  honorable  gentleman  f^om  Mbsonri 
seems  to  consider  this  proposition  so  monstrous  and 
so  outrageous,  a*  a  measure  over  "cmmtbig,"  that 
I  will  now  say  a  word  or  two  on  that  point-  It  is, 
on  my  part,  no  cunning  proposal.  I  have  very , 
little  of  that  quality  in  my  A>mpositioB;  it  isathidg 
I  iraow  nut  in  my  public  course;  to  work  by  con- 
ning is  a  thing  I  leave  to  older  and  more  praetisMl 
politicians  than  mytelf.  It  was  not  my  purpose  or 
design  to  do  any  thing  cunning  when  I  offered  the 
amendment  to  the  present  bill;  I  wished,  as  I  have 
said,  lo  put  my  exact  position  on  record,  that  all 
might  see  it.  I  do  not  see  any  thing  so  very  "onn- 
ning"  in  this.  I  knew,  before  I  had  said  a  word, 
that  all  who  wilt  not  yield  their  unqnestioning  ••• 
sent  to  depredations  on  the  public  lands  may  calcu- 
late on  being  denoiucwd  here  as  enemies  of  those 
hardy  and  adventurous  men  who  are  our  preeursors 
in  subduing  tbe  wilderness.  I  never  was  their  ene- 
my. I  am  the  son  of  a  pie-emptioner,  and  was 
myself  bom  on  a  preemption;  and  if  I  have  beea 
restrained  from  going  the  full  length  with  geBtle> 
men  on  this  subject,  it  is  frcm  no  eijmity  towards 
the  pre-emptioDcrs,  but  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  die 
Unioii,  as  one  of  the  trustees  to  whom  tas  been 
confided  ihe  management  of  their  common  proper- 
ty. I  rejoice  to  find  that  there  is  now  a  way  la 
which  I  may  at  once  gritify  my  sympathies  with 
the  industrious  and  hardy  settler,  and  at  the  sane 
time  do  my  public  duty  to  all  the  States;  that  I  can 
make  a  compromise  between  the  rights  of  the  settler 
and  the  rights  of  the  Union.  I  am  now  ready  and 
willing  to  give  a  pre-emption  right  of  330  acres 
of  the  public  land  to  every  real  fteas  fide  set- 
tler who  is  not  worth  over  one  thousand  dollars. 
I  am  prepared  to  protect  him  in  his  possessios 
against  the  host  of  rich  and  grasping  speculators 
who,  under  the  pretext  of  your  pre-emption  law, 
and  under  the  deceptive  mask  of  an  intention  lo 
settle  and  improve  yoar  landi,  are  seeking  to  get 
the  public  dcmaia  into  their  possesfios,  that  Ihey 
may  convert  it  into  an  engine  to  eniich  themselves. 
Is  there  any  thing  in  this  proposition  so  very'  un- 
reasonable— so  "monstrous" — so  "enormoos"— «o 
"eimiiing?"  If  we  are  to  have  a  pre-emption  at 
all,  for  whose  benefit  is  it  to  be  granted?  Oentle- 
men.in  very  moving  tones,  demand  onr  sympathies 
and  (|emand  our  honntirs  tOt  the  poor  and  needy. 
This  proposition  meets  iheir  sympathies  and  com- 
plies with  their  demands;  it  holds  out  a  boanty  to 
the  poor  and  the  needy — a  larger  bonsiy  than  the 
gentlemen  themselves  propose  to  give;  and  all  it 
asks  is  a  gnird  that  this  bounty  shall  not  be 
given  to  the  rich.  Is  that  "monstrons?"  What  do 
gentlemen  desire?  What  would  they  hav«?  Do 
they  want  10  give  pre-emptions  to  the  rich?  To  make 
the  rich  ridier?  If  not,  why  do  they  reject  my  pre- 
pesitioA?  Mine  has  the  very  essence  of  a  pre- 
emption law;  aad  it  is  the  only  sort  of  a  pre-emp- 
tion law  that  can  be  b'onestty  vindicatM.  Few 
men  worth  over  a  thontand  dollars  seek  for  them- 
selves a  home  amongst  thedisiani  wilds  of  the  public 
lands.  Very  small  indeed  is  the  number  whom 
such  a  restriction  will  exclude;  but  it  will  dnt 
out  the  men  who  make  their  wealth  out  of  the  paN 
Uc  plunder.  Do  gentlemen  resist  it  op  that  ac- 
count? 

I  would  not  occupy  a  moment  of  the  Senate^ 
lime  were  I  not  bound  to  show  that  I  am  iiot 
ashamed  of  tbe  measure  I  bate  proposed,  and 
have  no  thought  of  "shiiaking"  from  ita  defenos. 
What  objection  can  be  urged  sgaiosi  that  part  of 
any  aumflment  which  propo'cs  to  unite  with  pre< 
emptiOB-ihe  principle  of  distribution?  It  «oald  be 
idt  •<  thif  tisw  to  rspeat  tiw  liMoiy  of  t)i«  wtiim 
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to  Iha  Uaioa  of  the  publie  dom«i)i — on  whkii  oe» 
aten  ffisis  Ibe  right  or  the  Suks  to  a  partieipatioo 
ia  in  pioeeeds.  Theee  Imadt  were  eeded,  be  it  i» 
meabeied,  in  1784,  at  a  tiipe  when  the  old  eonfer 
deiatioB  wm  the  fudunental  law  of  the  UnioB — 
whcB  (he  Treasorf  was  soppUied  by  requisitioiis  ou 
the  Stales,  according  to  the  amoont  of  leiriiory  in 
each  State;  it  was  ceded  with  the  express  paipose 
that  it  shoald  be  and  lesuia  for  .the  common  bene- 
fit  of  all  4b«  Stales.  The  proceeds  wete  to  be  di- 
vided aeewdiag  to  the  qoota  fBrnished  by  each 
State  to  the  expenses  ol  the  General  Qovenuneni; 
and  bow  waa  that  qoota  regnlatedl  According  lo 
aa  estimate  of  the  amount  of  improved  lands  in 
the  (e««ral  States.  Bnt  is  that  the  role  of  the 
Stale*'  ceniiibation  now?  if  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lan^s  go  into  the  Treasory,  does  each  Stale 
get  its  share  now  in  this  proportiont  No;  not  nn- 
Mas  Ibe  taxes  were  in  exact  proportion  to  the  lands 
in  each  State.  This  rale  has  been  ahered.  Yon 
hare  ehanged  the  means  of  taxation.  But  }  on 
cannot  cfauige  the  words  of  the  acts,  of  cession 
ander  which  you  hold  year  public  landf ;  and  the 
only  way  to  folfil  the  inieat  and  meaning  of  thai 
eesaion  is  to  go  according  to  the  tsrms  in  which  it 
is  expressed.  The  revenae  from  the  pnblic  lands  is 
not  like  the  rest  of  the  rerenoe  nnder  the  Constitn- 
iioB.  Those  lands  were  ceded  to  ns,  not  ander  the 
Constitotion,  bat  nnder  the  ConfederatioB;  and  the 
parpoee  of  the  eetsioa  can  only  be  ful&lled  by  as 
near  aa  approximation  to  the  rcty  words  of  the 
deed  as  ctteamstaaces  now  itender  possible. 

Bat  thi«  proposition  is  very  "dugerons."  The 
boitorabie  gentleman  fiom  Alissonri  remiads  ns 
ttet  when,  some  years  ago,  we  wete  abont  to  distri- 
bate  the  buntlns  then  in  the  Treasury  by  depontiag 
it  with  the  Slates,  he  uttered  the  prophecy  that  the 
paetidiB  of  diitribniion  would  not  slop  theie;<hatif  the 
Slates  oaee  began  to  lap  that  blood,  it  wonld  erentaal- 
)y  beeoae  their  comaewi  food;  that  the  General  Go- 
Tefament  would  be  stripped  of  its  reTcnue;  that 
the  S-aiea  would  sdze  apon  the  money  in  the  Trear 
taiy,  and  wonld  have  the  General  GoTemment  to 
eoltect  tlie  deficit  as  it  could;  in  a  word,  that  the 
ftalee,  having  once  got  the  taste  of  blood,  wonld 
telrn  on  the  General  Govetnment  like  to  many 
vampires,  and  wonld  drain  its  vein*  of  the  last  drop 
of  Ihdr  vitality.  Well:  the  honorable  Senator  last 
«p  aeems  lo  think  (and  I  coneur  with  him)  llurt  we 
o«gbt  to  repose  the  fullsst  confidence  in  the  good 
fa&  of  the  States,  and  rely  withont  hesitatioa  on 
Ikcir  fulfilling  all  their  contracts.  But  what  4oes 
Ibe  argnmeat  of  the  Senator  from  tilissouri  implyl 
Coufidenoe  in  the  fidelity  of  the  SutesT  What  a 
magnificent  oompliment  has  the  honorable  gentle- 
man paid  to  the  States  of  this  Confederacy  1  In 
hi*  opinion,  Ihey  are  so  maay  vampire: — ihfy  are 
10  lap  the  blood  of  the  OoTernment — Ihey  are  to 
fted  apon  its  strength  and  suck  its  veins.  Why, 
vhat  is  the  General  Government?  Is  it  not  thtir 
own  ofispringl  And  is  the  parental  senliment  so 
weakeaM,  so  destroyed,  so  reversed,  that  the  pa< 
MM  will  devour  the  ehildl  The  States,  it  seemx, 
are  not  to  be  (rusted;  thty  are  a  set  of  vampires( 
they  will  lap  the  heart's  blood  of  the  GtoTernment, 
and  drain  its  veins.  That  is  the  Senatoi^s  opinion 
of  them.  I  believe  no  such  thing,  but  he  does;  and 
we  were  told  all  this,  yea,  and  a  great  deal  ttore. 
The  Stales,  if  they  once  get  their  hands  upon  litis 
aaoaey,  wilt  apply  it  to  unwise  puiposes;  it  will 
cocmpt  them— destroy  their  dignity  and  sense  of  in- 
4epMdence  1  In  our  pure  bands  alone  there  is  no 
eontaminaiion.  The  States  are  a  pack  of  idle 
spendthrifts,  tempted  by  the  sight  of  money,  intoxi- 
cated by  the  touch  of  their  own  property  ,corrapteii 
by  its  possession,  and  led  into  all  sorts  of  folly  and 
mischief;  therefore,  we,  as  a  sort  of  wise  goaidians, 
most  keep  theee  our  little  wards  from  juvenile  in« 
discretions — mast  defend  them  from  theime!ves,  by 
—keeping  their  inheritance  I 

Tbe  States  have  a  right  to  demand  this  distribu- 
tfoa;  and  if  ihey  have,  their  circumstances  render 
it  dtrirable  that  they  should  have  what  is  their  due. 
They  h^ve  debts  to  pay;  and  under  such  dream* 
ataaer*,  think  you  that  tbey  do  not,  like  private  ia* 
dividnals,  like  to  receive  what  is  dne  them?  We 
aie  their  debtors;  we  owe  them  this  money;  and 
Ibcy  ought  to  have  it.  If  it  fa  their' just  right,  then 
K  JMi9.«i|ii«itf9t  fo  1*7  -m  need  ibto  nomj;  «« 


cannot  spare  it;  out  Treasury,  ib  at  a  very  low  ebb, 
and  if  we  take  oat  this  amount  to  pay  it  to  them, 
we  shall  have  to  lay  taxes  to  make  up  the  deft- 
etcney."  We  have  no  r^ht  to  use  their  property 
for  our  purposes.  We  possess  ampler  modes  of 
raising  fundi  than  the  States  do;  and,  if  paying 
your  just  debts  leaves  you  with  a  deficit,  it  is  much 
easier  for  you  to  supply  it  than  for  the  States  to  lie 
out  of  their  dues.  That  is  my  answer  to  the  hono- 
rable Senator,  and  all  he  says  about  the  monstrosi- 
ty af  my  pri>po*itioa. 

It  is  said  to  be  "idle"  to  pay  over  this  money  to 
the  Slates  if  by  taxation  we  must  raise  an  equal 
sum.  .  But  that  is  a  fallacy.  I  have  shown  that 
the  rate  of  distribution  is  to  be  regulated  by  ihe 
principles  which  prevailed  nnder  the  old  Confede- 
ta<iott,  and  not  according  to  the  ratio  ot  taxation 
established  by  the  Federal  Coiutitutioo.  Tlie  prin- 
ciple of  distribution  applying  to  the  proceeds  of 
tiKse  lands  is  special  and  not  general;  it  is  re- 
gulated by  the  terms  of  the  original  cession, 
which  was  made  while  the  CSoofederation  wasyet  in 
forcr;  but  we  have  gone  very  wide  from  Ihe  rule 
then  laid  down.  Give  this  money  to  the  States, 
and  every  man  ia  the  State,  ridi  and  poor,  will 
share  in  the  benefit.  U  ia  their  righ',  and  they  ought 
to  eojoy  it.  I  might  stop  there,  without  Roing  into 
any  question  of  coueqnences.  But  if,  by  dis- 
tiibuting  to  the  Stales  the  proceeds  of  their  own 
property,  we  are  driven  to  taxation  to  tnakeup  the 
deficit,  have  we  not  ample  means?  Are  there  not 
luxuries  on  which  a  very  kmall  tax  will  be  suffi- 
cient for  this  purpose,  without  reaching  the  poor 
man  at  al  1  Lay  yoc^  tax  oh  these  Iniaiies  of  life, 
and  you  tax  the  rich  only.  This  yon  can  do  if 
your  Treasury  is  in  straits.  I  hope,  too,  that  the 
atstraciion  of  Ibis  money  may  operate  to  bring 
back  the  Government  to  a  just  and  economical  ad- 
ministration— such  an  administration  as  geoilemea 
a.l  profess  to  desire.  Bnt  how  has  it  been  admi- 
nistered during  the  expiring  dynasty?  Has  the 
little  stream  of  money  fiowing  in  from  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands  bad  any  other  effect  than  to  in- 
crease the  extravagance  of  the  Oovemmeni?  More 
than  ikirly  mtfiiMu  •  year  has  been  expended  daring 
the  Van  Bnrea  administration.  It  would  seem  that 
this  landed  revenue,  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
Bf  issonri  talks  to  ns  so  solemnly,  has  done  little 
but  feed  their  extravagance.  Theie  is  nothing, 
rely  upon  it,  that  so  promotes  extravagance  in  ex- 

rinditnre  as  to  feel  plenty  of  money  in  one's  pocket, 
do  not  want  .this  Government  to  have  any  such 
feeling.  I  wi(h  it  to  Itave  no  money  flowing  insen- 
sibly into  its  pos»e£sion.  I  want  it  to  bave  none 
but  what  it  gets  by  taxation — so  that  the  people 
may  know  and  feel  where  the  money  comes  from. 
GUve  a  Government  an  income  independent  of  tax- 
es, and  the  people 'do  not  feel  what  they  repay- 
ing. Such  a  mode  of  filling  the  Government  cof- 
fers must  be  dangerous.  I  do  not  desire  it  to  con- 
tinue; and  I  bold,  therefore,  that  jnmice  and  expe- 
diency alike  require  that  this  great  subject  of  the 
public  domain  diall  be  settled  as  soon  as  possible. 
Give  the  amplest  provision  yon  please  to  the  poor 
ienaJUt  settler;  I  do  not  object  to  it;  I  am  ready  to 
do  it,  and  I  will  do  it  freely  and  cheerfully;  but 
while  I  do  this,  I  would  at  the  same  time  do  justice 
and  discharge  my  duty  to  the  Stales,  by  giving 
them  their  just  shares  in  the  proceeds  of  die  whole 
domain. 

I  hold  this  lo  be  greatly  preferable  to  the  scheme 
of  cession  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  South  Ca- 
rolina I  was,  I  confess,  greatly  Eurpri<ed  by  many 
of  titt  demomtraliant  of  tiuit  honorable  Senator,  He 
reduced  the  value  of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty 
millions  of  acres  of  the  pnblic  landr,  lying  within 
nine  States  of  this  Union,  to  twmiy-iix  milUviu  of 
dollars  I  He  reverses  the  position  that  each  acre 
of  that  land  is  worth  a  dollar  and  a  quarter,  and 
holds,  on  the  contrary,  that  not  an  acre  of  it  is 
worth  that  price. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  explained.  He  bad  meant  to 
be  understood  that  the  lands  were  none  of  them 
worth  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  cash  in  hand  value;  and 
that  none  were  worth  that  bntsuchas  eouldnowbe 
purchased  in  market. 

Mr.  CRTTTENDEIf.  The  Senator  thinks  be 
can  reduce  the  total  value  of  Ihe  whole  domain  to 
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sum,  put  out  at  interest,  will  bring .  ns  mors  tbaM 
the  lands  will.  Wby,  what  is  the  valae  of  )aa4 
covered  with  the  ocean  which  no  man  can  drain} 
Or  what  is  the  value  of  land  ^{ith  no  human  being; 
to  cultivate  it  or  to  enjoy  the  fnKi  of  it?  What  i« 
the  value  in  hand,  of  land  so  sitnated?  Yet  tta 
Senator  concludes  that,  becauas  sueh  I*nd  in 
of  no  valae  itow,  we  ought  to  sell  it  now  for 
nothing.  That  is  tlie  substance  of  his  argument. 
What  is  the  selling  price  of  land  under  the  see, 
not  drained,  or  land  at  present  inaccessible  to  set- 
tlemeni?  Mo  man  can  get  at  the  ene  or  wans  the 
other — and,  while  things  so  remain,  it  has  no  pte- 
tent  value  at  all.  But  wonld  a  pmdent  man,  or 
a  prudent  Government,  therefore,  part  with  it  for 
nothing?  The  value  of  a  thiiig  cowtists  ia  the  oim 
of  it— I  ibat  is  Ihe  value  ef  land,  and  that  only. 
Its  value  depends  on  the  demand  for  it.  Till  tba 
demand  advaneep,  we  most  content  ourselves  to 
wait.  When  it  comes  lo  be  wasted,  then  it  will 
have  its  valae. 

It  is  disgraceful  to  witness  the  maimer  in  which 
matters  are  now  proceeding — to  see  the  sale  o^ 
valuable  lands  postponed  as  it  has  Utely  bean. 
The  sale  is  advertised  to  take  plaoe  in  the  midst  of 
oold  inclement  weattker,)ind,wben  this  is  complained 
of,  the  Secretary  then  writes  a  most  gracious  letter 
declaring  that,  though  be  is  in  very  great  want  of 
money,  yet  be  will  eondefoenJ  to  put  off  the  sale 
a  little  longer.  The  Treasury  wants  a  little  mo- 
ney: does  not  know  where  to  get  it,  until  it  is  re- 
solved to  get  up  a  pre-emption  law:  then  Mr. 
Secretary,  in  all  haste  advertise  the  lands  for 
sale,  at  a  time  proper  or  improper,  no  matter.  Jqst 
as  a  spendthrift  hastens  to  sell  off  a  piece  of  his 
patrimony  to-day  to  pay  for  the  extravagance  of 
yetterday,  and  to  get  what  he  needs  for  more  esr 
travaganoe  tonnorrow. 

The  whole  basis  of  the  honorable  Senator's  ar* 
gnment  is  perfectly  idle  and  visionary.  To  talk  of 
the  present  value  of  cue  hundred  and  sixty  millions 
.  of  acres  of  land,  when  every  body  knows  that  not 
more  than  five  millions  of  it  are  wftnted  in  a  year? 
What  demaikd  is  tbeie  for  one  hundred  and  sixty 
millions  of  acres  of  land?  What  is  the  price  socb 
a  tract  will  bring  if  put  up  to  rale?  Had  we  not 
better  husband  it  and  sell  it  off,  little  by  little,  as  it 
is  needed?  Can  we  not  boU  die  property  and  rell 
it  off  for  homes  to  cettlits  as  homes  are  needed? 
Can  ,we  not  keep  i  t  for  posterity , when  they  will  want 
homes  too?  This  is  not  a  subject  to  which  to  apply 
the  calculations  of  annnities.  The  land  is  sot 
wanted  now,  and  therefore  there  is  no  ground  on 
which  to  calculate  its  value  at  this  moment. 

But  this  notable  scheme  of  cession  is  lo  remove  . 
at  a  stroke  all  our  evils.  This  to  put  an  end  lo 
our  angry  debates;  this  to  put  far  away  the  danger 
of  the  lands  falling  into  the  bands  of  Ihe  settlers, 
or  of  the  Slates.  No  man  jealouries  are  to  be 
felt  between  new  and  old  States;  no  mote  Eiecur 
live  patronage  is  to  be  felt  in  ibis  body  or  elsewhere; 
no  more  landed  bribes  are  to  be  offered  by  amhi> 
tions  seekers  of  the  Presidency — noihi.-  g  ef  all  ibis 
is  to  be  felt  any  more— all,  all  is  to  be  at  an  and; 
and  moreover,  the  cession  is  to  bring  yon  in  more 
money  for  yonr  lands !  Now,  I  differ  entirely  from 
Ihe  learned  Senator  in  all  these  calculations.  I  wiU 
»how  you  bow  it  is  he  makes  the  land  produce  ns 
more  money;  by  calcniaiing,  in  the  first  place,  what 
Ihe  land  wonld  fetch,  if  set  up  at  auction  when  no 
one  wants  to  buy, and  tlwo  contrasting  this  with  what 
we  are  to  get  for  it  f^om  the  States  to  which  we  arc 
.to  cede  it.  Bnt  will  this  remove  one  solitary  evil 
of  all  those  he  hu  enumerated?  The  States  will 
be  our  debtors,  and  they  are  to  promise  to  pay. 
Can  the  gentleman'^  perspicacity  see  no  possible 
matter  of  controversy  in  iht  interpretatioo,  and  in 
t^  Compliance  with  this  oontraet?  We  have  bete 
individual  States  asking  us  for  graduation  and  pre- 
emption  laws,  and  it  produces  a  vast  deal  of  ptor 
longed  and  angry  debate;  if  w«  subftitute  mon^ 
tor  land,  will  that  diminish  the  debates?  ShaH  we 
not  have  all  the  angry  controversy  then  we  bave 
now?  And  more?  Now,  the  General  Government 
acts  on  individuals;  it  grants  pre^emptton  to  A  uhi 
B,  and  it  has  them  in  its  power;  anj  yet  he  say* 
there  is  the  utmost  danger  of  resistance,  and  of  ov 
losing  the  lands;  bat  give  a)i  the  whole  and  take  « 

8t»Mboad,ftnd  tbafii  wiUbi  pc«Maad^|«i«tr 
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Pre-emption  Law— Mr.  Benton, 


Senate. 


Wbr,  will  (here  not  be  as  much  danger 

wlwn  all  WBo  might  oppose  oui  aathority  are  eon- 
folidated  itfoone,  as  when  we  eoald  deal  wiih  them 
as  indiWdoato,  and  tjpcetbem  one  at  a  time?  Can  we 
'act  on  a  mass  with  more  effect  than  on  a  single  man7 
Is  it  to  easy  to  deal  with  States  and  to  compel  them 
to  faMI  their  engagemente?  Was  it  fonnd  so  in 
the  dajrs  of  the  Confederation^  Under  the  Confe- 
deration yon  acted  on  Stales— on  Slates  who  had 
made  promises;  and  did  the  plan  work  well?  Was 
it  perfectly  easy  to  nU%  the  respective  quata$  of  ihe 
States,  even  under  the  most  D?gent  pressure  of  (ha 
wants  of  the  continental  army,  flghting  for  the 
liberties  of  as  tilt  No;  il  was  found  to  be  a  con- 
test of  Qoveroment  against  OoTemment,and  it  was 
ftonnd  that  Govemmenis  are  not  as  likely  to  pay  as 
indiTidoalr,  and,  if  they  refused,  it  was  mach  hard- 
er to  coerce  them.  Hence  that  form  of  govern- 
ment was  changed;  and  onr  Revokitionary  fore, 
fathers  were  so  "idle,  or  unjost,  -or  fooluh"  as  to 
think  they  gained  by  Ihe  exchange!  sad  the  Federal 
Constitntien  stands  a  monument  of  their  wisdom  to 
this  day.  Bat  now,  forsooth,  we  are  to  travel 
back  again  to  the'  principles  of  the  old  exploded 
Confederation!  We  are  lo  give  up  the  land  which 
is  oars,  and  in  the  sale  and  management  of  which 
we  hare  to  do  with  iodiTiduals  only;  and  we  are 
to  convert  this  va^t  and  wide  landed  inheritance 
into  debis  of  particular  States.  I  do  not  distrust 
the  honesty  of  the  Sutes,  or  their  good  intentions; 
bat  we  know  that  it  is  not  always  convenient  to  pay 
to-dtg.  Do  debtors  never  ask  iodnlgence  as  to  terms 
or  as  to  timet  If  we  lake  these  State  bonds,  are 
we  perfectly  surs  ihey  will  never  become  a  subject 
of  eontroverfy?  May  the  Stales  not  say  the  pro- 
gress of  graduation  is  too  slow!  it  keeps  our  people 
waiting  too  long;  give  us  a  modified  graduation 
law  with  shorter  periods  of  reduction,  so,  that  we 
may  get  the  land  at  nine  pence  (he  acre  so  much 
(he  soonei?  His  peace-making  proposition  only 
changes  the  gronnd  of  controversy,  it  does  not  re- 
move it.  Its  whole  operation  is  tt  part  with  all  the 
grounds  of  controversy  we  know,  and  k>ok  ont  frr 
i)ew  sources  ofdiseord  at  present  unknown.  Shall 
we  leave  the  ground  we  have  so  long  trod,  and  with 
every  foot  of  which  we  are  tamiliar,  to  plooge 
into  a  sea  of  troubles  new  and  nntiied?  I  eay  no. 
And  then  we  are  to  purchase  all  this  trouble  at  a 
priet. 

A.  few  years  ago  the  proposition  of  the  honorable 
Senator  was  lo  give  up  half  the  public  lands.  Was 
this  fair,  to  surrender  by  cession  to  the  use  of  a  few 
that  which  is  equally  the  property  of  allt  To  pa. 
cify  the  clamors  of  nine  States,  shall  we  give  up 
one-half  of  160,000,000  acres  of  landl  Is  not  such 
a  price  rather  bigh7  And  have  we  a  right  to  pay 
1-1  I  hold  we  have  not.  Tut  entire  sr heme  seems 
to  me  to  be  one  of  the  wildest,  most  wasteful,  mo  jt 
visionary  conceptions  Ihat  ever  entered  into  the 
brain  of  a  statesman. 

But  the  object  of  the  scheme  is  to  get  rid  of  Bx 
ecutive  patronage.  Now,  1  am  not  an  advocate  of 
Ezfcatire  patronage.  But,  let  me  a^k,  what  a  vast 
patronage  will  there  not  be  exerted  by  giving  away, 
in  one  single  act  of  generosity,  an  entire  moiety  of 
Ihe  public  domain.  Seldom,  indeed,  is  one  indi- 
vidual so  fortunately  placed  as  to  be  able,  by  a  sin- 
gle act  of  magnificence,  to  make  a  present  of  eighty 
million  acres  of  land — a  vast  and  royal  donation, 
to  be  sore.  Yet  the  honorable  Senator,  while 
making  this  pop  iltr  largess  of  eighty  million  acres 
of  land  belonging  In  the  whole  Union,  is  terribly 
opposed  to  patronage;  and  he  tells  Uf,  as  one  of  his 
"demonstrations,"  that,  if  we  refnse  to  make  this 
gift,  nine  Stales  will  be  able  to  seize  and  carry  off 
ibe  whole  property  in  a  body,  against  the  will  of 
the  other  seventeen  Slates.  The  "demonstration," 
I  confesp,  does  not  lo  me- appear  to  be  very  lo- 
gical. I  do  not  believe  these  States  will  ever  be 
80  nnjosl,  so  rapacioos,  so  profligate,  as  to  at- 
tempt thus  to  seize  apon  the  properity  of  their 
fellow-citizens.  Bat  if  there  is  such  great  and  immi- 
nent danger  that  these  Staiei  will  thns  seize  upon 
the  lands,  if  we  refuse  to  cede  them,  can  not  the 
honorable  gentleman  suppose,  on  the  same  ground 
of  reaMning,  that  the  States  may  tear  up  the  bonds 
If  we  do  cede  themi  If  ha  considers  them  so  at- 
ierly  tuprincipled,  so  impudent,  and  ahameleas  as 
to  Seise  ap<m  and  appropriate  to  themselTCB  lands 


which  belong  to  the  whole  family  of  confederated 
States,  what  will  there  be  to  restrain  them  from  va- 
cating their  bonds  after  we  have  sarrendered  the 
land  into  their  poessssloni  One  part  of  the  gentle- 
man^ argament  ^apposes  the  States  to  be  all  tii-, 
tue  and  good  faith,  the  other  all  rapacity  and  vio- 
lence. There  is  great  danger,  imminent  danger  of 
our  losing  ihe  whole  domain,  and  we  must  give  it 
away  before  the  States  take  it  by  force;  bat  when 
these  entire  lands  shall  be  converted  into  the  shape 
of  a  bond,  then  these  States  are  to  be  alt  parity,  all 
honesty,  all  fidelity.  For  my  part  it  seems  to  me 
that  )f  we  cannot  depend  on  these  nine  States  for 
their  fulfilment  of  their  eonslitutional  obligation  to 
the  Union,  we  cannot  depend  on  any  voluniary  en- 
gagement they  may  now  enter  into. 

I  apprehend  no  such  danger.  I  do  not  call  up- 
on the  Senate  to  cede  the  public  domain  on  any 
sach  ground.  If  that  is  to  be  the  ground  of  onr 
procedare,  I  say  let  the  lands  go.  I  will  not  be  one 
to  eneoarage  the  spoilers.  I  will  never  be  one  to 
say  this  thing  must  be  done  and  will  be  done.  On 
their  own  heads  be  it.  I  will  take  neither  part  nor 
lot  in  the  responsibility. 

I  repeat  that  I  have  bo  objection  whatever  to 
consent  to  pre-emption,  provided  Ihe  rights  bf  all 
the  States  can  be  respected.  That  is  all  I  ask. 
That  was  all  my  amendment  proposed.  I  am  sen- 
sible Ihat  I  have  ocoupied  too  much  of  the  time  of 
the  Senate,  but,  challenged  and  called  ont  as  I  have 
been  as  one  who  had  offered  a  proposition  so  out- 
rageoQS,  to  enormous,  so  inonstroas,  Ihat  I  shrank 
from  all  attempt  to  defend  it,  I  could  not  refrain 
from  saying  a  word  in  explanation  and  reply.  The 
whole  subject  I  know  is  perfectly  stale.  Not 
a  word  can  be  said  upon  it  that  hat  not  been  better 
said  already.  Yet,  as  my  proposition  wa<  pro- 
nounced an  enormity,  I  wished  to  shew  that  I  did 
not  shrink  from  its  avowal  and  defence.  The 
enormity  of  which  I  have  been  guilty  is  a  simple 
act  of  obedien  e  to  the  inttructions  of  my  Slats  Le- 
gislature. The  plan  is  before  the  country,  and  de- 
nounced as  it  may  be,  and  outrageous  as  it  has 
been  called,  it  is  a  plan  which  has  received  the  pub- 
lic approbation  wherever  I  have  been.  My  own 
State  has  patsed  a  salemn  resolution  giving  it  the 
seal  of  her  approval.  In  offeiiog  it  here,  I  have 
but  obeyed  her  voice,  and  no  denanciation,  how- 
ever load  and  swelling,  diatl  turn  me  aside  from 
the  coarse  she  has  marked  out  for  me  to  pursue. 
She  understands  her  interests;  she  judges  calmly; 
she  asks  nothing  bat  her  plain  recorded  right,  and  I 
ask  nothinc  more  in  her  name. 

Mr.  BENTON  »id  that  apart  of  the  remarks 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cbittendbn] 
were  in  reply  to  a  poor  speech  made  by  himself 
(Mr.  B.)  some  days  before,  and,  were  of  a  natore 
lo  require  some  answer  from  him.  He  would  give 
the  answer  which  Ihe  case  required;  bat  before  an- 
twerioK  the  arguments  of  that  Senator,  he  wished 
to  set  him  right  on  a  coaple  ot  small  points  on 
which  he  had  fallen  into  error. 

Toe  Senator  snpposes.said  Mr.  B.  Ihat  t  applied 
the  term  cunning  to  him  some  days  ago — tiiat 
spoke  of  him  as  a  cunning  man;  and  under  this 
sapposltion,  he  repnbes  a  term  which  he  feels  lo 
be  injurious.  The  Senator  is  certainly  right  in  the 
repnise,  if  such  a  term  was  applied  to  him;  for 
certainly  there  is  nothing  in  his  character  to  war- 
ranlihe  application.  Bat  I  do  not  think  it  was  so 
applied.  I  have  no  recollection  of  it.  Certain  I 
am  that  I  never  thonght  it,  and  I  am  not  apt  to 
speak  what  I  do  not  think.  Canning  is  a  quality 
which  I  bad  never  thought  of  attributing  lo  the 
frank  and  high  minded  character  of  that  gentle- 
man. On  thecnntrary,  if  (here  was  any  defect  in 
his  character,  fand  what  human  character  can  be 
withou(||iome  alloy?)  if  there  was  any  little  de- 
fect in  bis,  it  was  the  reverse  of  cuooing— it 
was  the  excess  of  bis  amiability — and  the 
obliging  facility  of  his  temper.  I  have  thought 
him  not  qaitc  canning  enough  —  not  quite 
5barp  enough  to  keep  himself  out  of  scrapes 
which  others  contrive;  and  ihat,  on  (he  pre- 
sent occasion,  he  has  given  evidenoe  of  that 
amiable  facility  by  standing  father  for  a  very  ugly 
child  which  is  no  son  of  his.  The  Senator  appears 
as  the  present  mover  of  the  land  distiibation  bill; 
a  mtasors  bad  eaoigh  at  all  times,  bat  too  bad  for 


its  own  author  lo  move  in  at  the  pfesent  tiae, 
when  the  Treasury  is  so  nearly  empty,  and  whea 
(he  proposition  to  abstract  the  land  reraoe  tmm 
the  annual  income,  and  disiiibate  it  amcag  ttm 
States,  and  supply  its  place  by  new  taxes,  is  abaot 
eqaivaleat  to  a  proposition  to  pot  an  end  lo  the 
Constitniion,  and  to  let  Congress  go  oB  to  do  wlwt 
it  pleases,  without  a  iruide  to  its  steps  or  a  Mtt»- 
tion  upon  Its  will.  I  think  if  the  Senator  had  besa 
a  little  more  canning,  he  would  not  bava  mo*«d 
that  bill  at  <Mt  time;  anxious  as  he  might  hav» 
been  to  oblige  a  friend,  I  think  he  should  have  ds- 
murred  to  the  time,  and  begged  off  until  the  Trea- 
sury was  fall. 

Mistaken  asthe  Senator  was  ia  die  sapposilwa 
ihat  the  term  conning  was  applied  to  him,  ke  has 
been  equally  so  in  (he  appli<4tion  of  a  term  of  his 
own  to  this  side  of  the  chamber,  and  doubtless  ia- 
tended  for  me — that  of  oldir  poUticiaas  who  «onld 
give  him  lessons  in  cunning.  The  Senator  sap- 
peses  that  politiciana  older  tliaB  himself— f  inns'  to 
the  phrase  a  pointed  applieatioa  by  a  smiling  glaaea 
in  this  direction— woald  be  masters  of  a  ennnlaf 
to  which  younger  politicians,  himself  for  example, 
could  not  pretend.  Now  granting  that  that*  wa*j- 
be  old  politicians  who  are  too  canning  for  Aat  Be- 
nator,  yet  I  deny  that  there  are  any  saeh  on  thte 
side  of  the  chamber;  and  especially  affirm  (hat  I 
am  not.  It  is  not  on  this  side,  but  on  his  own  side 
of  the  chamber,  that  he  should  look  for  these  wily 
elders.  There  are  none  of  them  here.  We  are 
all  his  joniors.  Between  himself  aad  myaelf 
he  is  most  respectably  my  senior.  Ha  was 
here  long  before  me.  I  remember  very  wdl 
to  have  read  with  much  satisfaction— iha 
more,  because  the  speaker  was  then  on  mjr 
own  side  in  polities-lthe  lively  speeches  of  Ihe 
Senator  from  Kentndty,  delivered  on  this  floor, 
long  before  Missouri  was  admitted  into  the  Unitm 
—when  I  myself  was  a  mere  provincial  atunaey 
in  the  Territory  of  Missouri.  The  gentleuaa  was 
therefore  a  politician,  a  distinguisbed  one,  of  laak 
Senatorial,  when  I  was  nothing  bnt  a  provineial 
attorney !  This  settles  the  qnestion  of  political 
adaiorily  between  that  Senator  and  myaelf.  It 
leaves  him  far  ahead  of  me.  I  believe  I  can  aha 
settle  it  up  quickly  for  all  the  members  on  this  aida 
of  the  chamber.  Immediately  before  me  (pout- 
ing (o  Mr.  KiMQ  of  Alabama)  sits  the  oldest  sitttag 
member  of  the  House — not  the  oldest' gentlemao 
by  any  means,  merely  the  oldest  sitting  member. 
The  gentleman  jt  not  yet  married,  and  it  would  ba 
doubly  wrong  to  wrong  him  in  a  qnestion  of  tine. 
The  anited  terms  for  which  he  has  been  elMted 
amount  to  tweniy-eight  years,  six  of  which  remaia 
yet  to  be  served.  He  has  been  bete  twenty-two 
year:;  he  is  the  longest  sitting  member.  He  tna 
seen  many  txiu  and  entronect  upon  (he  Seaatorial 
boards,  but  he  has  not  beau  here  long  enoHighrto 
have  seen  the  Grsit  appearance  of  (he  Senator  ftom 
Kentucky.  That  Senator  had  made  his  first  oi- 
tianoe,  and  his  first  exit  also,  before  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  had  taken  his,fitst  seat  here.  He  hs4 
served  out  a  term,  and  was  gone,  before  the  oldest 
silting  member  now  here,  had  reached  this  floor. 

[Mr  Cbittemdkn  said:  I  have  never^been  a  pirii- 
tician  since.] 

Mr?  BENTON  continued:  It  is  not  on  this  side, 
bnt  on  his  own  side  of  the  chamber,  that  the  gen- 
tleman's remark  can  find  its  application.  He  most 
look  on  his  own  side — in  his  own  neighborhoed— 
on  his  right  hand— for  a  view  of  the  only  Senator 
on  bis  floor  to  whom  his  remark  can  apply. 

Having  tlispoied  of  these  two  small  matters,  Mr. 
B.  would  'ptoeeed}to  larger  ones,  and  first  wouid- 
ezpress  his  regret  at  having  so  signally  failed  ia 
almost  the  only  quality  in  public  speaking  whiek 
he  aimed  at;  and  that  was  intelligibiliiy.  He  did 
not  say  penpecaiiy,  for  (hat  was  a  high  qaaliiy  ia 
speaking  ana  in  writing,  and  one  (o  which  be  did 
not  pretend.  But  intelligibility  he  did  pretend  to. 
He  aimed  at  being  intell^ible — at  being  understood 
— atmaking  his  hearers  comprehend  his  meaaiaR 
and  in  his  aim  at  (his  quality,  meri(oriotts  thoogk 
humble,  he  greatly  regretted  having  so  sigaaUjr 
failed.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  ii  astMiidieil 
at  the  violent  denunciation  of  a  measure  whieh  has 
been  so  long  before  the  country:  he  is  atitfiniifcail 
at  thj)  vjolent  qpitbets  which  ars  lavidiad  apon  dia 


Jiui.  1841. 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


59 


86VH  CovG""Zso  Skss. 


Pre-emption  Latv^-JUr.  Benton. 
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Ua&  (HcidbBtion  bUl— «  bill  for  years  before  the 
Senate,  and  often  recommended  by  Stat*  Legisla- 
tnies.  He  is  attonished  at  this  dennnciaiion,  and 
these  efitbets;  but  has  wholly  failed  to  understand 
wItjInaedtlMffl.  I  endeavored  to  make  myEeU 
hMeUigible  on  this  point,  and  therefore  dwelt  parti- 
milarly  upon  the  chronology  of  his  moTement. 
Bad  acd  indefensible  as  the  distribntion  of  the  land 
rerenne  was  at  all  times— nneonititntional  aid 
mischieroas  as  snch  a  measure  mast  forever  be— it 
•eemed  to  me  to  be  stamped  with  peculiar  enormi- 
ty at  the  present  lime,  and  in  the  present  eircom- 
sianees  of  the  Tnasory.  In  wax  in  respect  to  this 
thoie,  and  these  circumstances,  that  I  felt  myself 
ectled  upon  to  sfealr,  and  to  speak  in  linsuige 
whfeh'  the  Senator  qualifies,  perhaps  very  truly,  as 
violent,  nnexpeeted,  and  uncalled  for  by  the  occa- 
aion.  He  nader^tands  me  as  directing  ail  this  tIo- 
lenee  against  the  measure  itself;  no  part  of  it  as 
being  induced  by  the  time  and  circumstances  tinder 
whidi  it  is  nored.  Yet,  up  a  these  latter  points, 
I  intended  to  be  full  and  pointed — explicit  and  em- 
phatic; and  upon  these  poiats  I  expected  to  heat 
from  him;  I  expected  to  hear  from  him  on 
thepolnt  of  bringing  ferward  a  dis'ribniion  of  the  land 
wrenae  at  a  tima  when  the  Treasury  needed  every 
dollar  of  the  money;  and  when,  if  the  abstraction 
ahonld  be  made,  an  immediate  resort  must  be  bid  to 
leans  or  taxes  to  fill  the  chasm  thus  made  in  the 
public  income.  I  expected  to  be  nnderttood  on 
these  points — to  be  re  plied  (q  upon  tbem— and  the 
dennnciation  shown  to  be  nnfounded,  if  unfounded 
it  was,  which  qualified  this  condu'.t  as  a  naked, 
flagrant,  breach  of  the  Constitution  *  as  much  as  if 
we  tevicid  taxes,  or  borrowed  money,  in  the  first  in- 
stanee,  and  by  name,  to  be  distribaied  among  the 
States.  I  considered  this  conduct  as  flagrantly  un- 
eonstiintional — as  admitting  of  no  argument — as 
being  an  exercise  of  onr  revenue-raising  power,  not 
for  ttie  Union,  bat  for  the  States — not  to  support 
the  FedenU  Government,  or  to  pay  iis  debts,  bat  to 
airport  the  State  Governments,  and  to  pay  their 
debts.  I  relied  upon  the  time  and  circumstances 
to  give  this  flagrant  character  to  the  present  move- 
ment in  favor  of  the  land  bill;  and  upon  these 
points  I  wished  toibe  understood,  and  to  have  an  an> 
Bwer.  The  Senator  has  not  answered,  roe:  I  pre- 
sume he  has  not  understood  me — that  I  have  not 
been  able  to  make  myself  intelligible  to  bim;  othe  • 
wise  he_  could  not  have  been  so  entirely  silent  on 
the  main  points,  while  so  profuse  of  answers  on 
SBiall  ones. 

The  Senator  has  been  dead  silent  upon  the  charge 
of  flagrant  nnconstiationality  in  creating  a  defi- 
dMey  of  revenue  by  distribution,  for  the  purpose 
of  supplying  it  by  taxation.  He  has  not  denied 
bttt  that  it  is  equivalent  to  an  original  imposition  of 
taxes  for  the  purpose  of  distribution.  He  has  nei- 
ther answeied  this  charge  nsr  denied  this  proposi- 
lioD.  Mor  has  be  done  another  thing  whidi  I  called 
«poa  him  to  do:  he  has  not  told  us  in  what  man' 
aer  he  would  have  the  deficiency  >npplied — whether 
by  loans,  or  taxes,  or  issues  of  Treasury  notes. 
The  gentleman  shakes  his  head  at  this  last  alterna- 
tive; he  seems  to  eschew  the  Treasury  no!es.  If 
80,  we  shall  be  together  at  that  point;  for  a  Trea- 
sury note  issue  is  to  me  worse  than  loans  or  taxes. 
The  gentleman  would  not  tell  his  resource — whe- 
ther to  borrow  or  to  lay  dnUes;  but,  without  the  be- 
nefit of  a  declaration  from  him,  I  believe  I  am  suf- 
ficiently acqaainted  with  bis  alternative.  I  believe 
I  can  name  it  for  him.  I  think  I  have  heard  enough 
upon  this  floor  to  be  able  to  name  it.  It  i:  a  tax 
■non  lozories— upon  sHks  and  wines — upon  French 
stlhs  and  Preach  wines — which  is  intended  to  sup- 
ply the  plaoe  of  the  land  revenue.  This  is  the  re- 
son  and  the  resource.  He  hopes  to  make  his  tax 
palatable  by  lajiog  it  on  luxuries.  But  kt  me  say 
to  the  Senator,  that,  in  point  of  unconstitutionality, 
there  is  no  difiierence  between  taxes  on  laxuries  and 
on  necessaries.  The  point  of  expediency  is  open 
between  them;  but  in  constitutional  authority  there 
is  no  difierence.  It  is  jost  as  unccnstitational  to 
lay  taxei  upon  tilks  and  wines,  for  tbe  sake  of 
nudng  revenue  for  the  States,  as  it  would  be  to 
raise  the  same  revenne  by  a  tax  on  sugar  and  salt. 
Aa  to  the  expediency  of  doing  >o,  that  is  another 
qMBtion.  When  revenu:  is  needed  for  a  constitn- 
tiaaal  ohjed,  «  luiuy  preaento itself  ass jpiopci 


subject  for  taxation;  but  when  it  is  not  needed,  a 
tax  upon  any  thing  is  nnconstitntional.  As  to 
French  wines  and  French  silks,  a  systematic 
eflbrt  has  been  going  on  for  some  lime  to 
have  them  taxed.  To  any  one  who  will 
look  at  the  table  of  the  importation  of  these 
articles  for  a  few  years  past,  a  reason  may  be  seen 
for  the  efibrts  whi^ih  are  made  out  of  doors  to  sub- 
ject them  to  future  duty.  The  importations  have 
been  immense — sufficient  to  supply  the  cinntry  for 
two  or  three  years  to  come,  and  the  effect  of  a 
tax  would  be  to  enrich  present  holders,  not  to  re- 
plenish the  Treasury.  Present  holders  of  silks 
and  wines  woBid  add  the  duty  to  the  price  of  the 
articles  imported  tite  of  duty;  new  importers  could 
not  contend  with  them;  for  they  m^tbe  under- 
sold, and  ruined;  and  thus  a  tax  upon  silks  and 
wines,  while  enriching  individuals  who  have  been 
aecnmnlatiag  these  articles,  wonll  add  bnt  little  for 
some  time  to  the  Trtasuiy  receipts.  Tbe  only 
eff'rct  wonld  be  to  enrich  individuals,  and  injure 
commerce,  without  material  immediate  benefit  to 
the  Treasury.  The  importations  wonld  be  diminish- 
ed until  the  present  sitocks  were  sold  00';  this  dimi- 
nution would  be  an  iojary  to  commerce  and  navi- 
gation^an  injury  to  Southern  commerce  and  to 
Northern  navigation.  The  iojary  would  fall  upon 
the  South  and  West — upon  Southern  and  Western 
cotton  and  tobacco.  Large  quantities  of  these  ar- 
ticles go  to  France.  Nine  pouitds  out  of  ten  of  the 
foreign  cotton  which  (he  consumes,  and  four 
pounds  oot  of  five  of  the  foreign  tobacco  which  the 
uses,  go  flrom  the  United  States;  and  how  does  she 
pay  for  them?  Like  other  nations — in  her  pro- 
ducts;  and  these  prodaeis  are  chiefly  silks  and 
wines.  Diminish  the  import  of  thete  silks  and 
wines,  and  yon  diminish  the  export  of  cotton  and 
tobacco,  and  besides  dry  up,  er  lessen  one  of  the 
sources  for  obtaining  specie.  For  these  silks  and 
wines,  received  in  return  for  tobacco  and  cotton, 
are  many  of  them  exported  from  this  country— car- 
ried to  foreign  countries — to  the  We«t  Indies, 
Mexico,  South  America — ^there  to  be  exchanged 
for  specie,  or  valuable  nrodnctiont;  and  thus  be- 
come the  means  of  supplying  us  with  money,  while 
giving  doable  employment  to  cur  navigation. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  an  easy  business  to  lay  taxes; 
it  required  but  little  capacity,  or  knowledge,  or 
theoght,  to  draw  up  an  act  to  lay  so  much  per 
centum  on  the  importation  of  a  foreign  article;  but 
there  was  something  else  which  uas  not  quite  so 
eavy — which  required  jadgment,  knowledge, 
thought.  It  was  to  trace  the  workings  of  that  tax 
through  its  maltiplied  colisequences — throagh  its 
effects  on  agriculture,  on  commerce,  on  navigation, 
and  on  the  present  purjoits  of  individuals.  I  do 
not  profess  to  be  able  so  to  trace  the  operation  of 
our  taxes;  but  I  can  say  that  I  have  the  annual 
document  of  onr  commerce  and  navii|:ation  for 
twenty  years  back — that  I  keep  it  at  my  room  in 
this  city — and  that  not  for  ihow,  but  for  rise.  I 
study  it  from  lime  to  time,  and  endeavor  to  follow, 
and  to  understand,  ihe  vast  subject  of  our  foreign 
commsrce,  its  connection  and  df  pendence  on  arri- 
cnltnre,  and  the  effect  of  legis'ation  in  relation  to 
it;  and  I  am  now  ready  to  say,  that  let  this  ques- 
tion of  taxing  silks  and  wines — French  silks  and 
French  wines — (for  the«e  are  the  kind?;  often  men- 
tioned, and  always  intended;)  let  this  question 
come  when  it  may.  1  shall  hold  myselT  ready  lo 
prove  a  tax  on  silks  and  wines  to  be  a  tax  on 
Soutbem  and  Western  prodnctions — on  Sunihern 
and  Western  agriculture— on  Southern  and  Western 
cotton  and  tobacco.  All  that  I  have  to  say  at  this  time 
IS,  that  if  this  tax  is  to  be  laid  for  a  neressary  and  a 
eonsiitutiontl  purpose,  the  people  of  the  South  and 
the  West  will  be  ready  to  pay  it;  but  if  proposed  to 
be  laid  for  an  unconstitutional  and  unnecesary  pnr- 
.pose— for  the  purpose  of  raising  money,  either  di- 
racily  or  indirectly,  to  be  given  to  the  Slates,  and 
chiefly  to  the  States  whidi  raise  no  cotton  or  tobac- 
co— then  I  say  that  they  ought  to  resist  the  propo- 
sition— ought  to  oppose  the  tax  by  the  united  voice 
of  their  delegations  in  CSongress,  and  should  sum- 
men  their  brethren  in  every  part  of  the  Union  to 
desist  tiom  a  measure  fraught  with  ruin  to  the 
ConstitotioD,  and  injury  to  the  one-half  of  the 
Union. 

The  Senator  ftom  Kentocky  [Mr.  CuTnuDBii] 


is  pleased  to  remember  an  expression  which  I  used 
some  days  ago,  and  which  ^asbnly  a  repetition  of 
what  I  said  four  years  ago,  when  the  distribution  of 
public  money  among  the  States  was  first  jiropoied 
in  this  chamber.  He  remarked  upon  my  expres- 
sion that  if  the  Slates  once  began  to  lap  that  blood, 
they  would,  in  the  end,  prefer  it  to  all  other  food, 
and  suck  it  until  the  last  drop  was  drawn  away. 
I  certainly  said  it,  and  not  merely  a  few  days  ago, 
bnt  fonr  years  ago.  I  used  the  metaphor,  coarse, 
but  streng;  and  I  used  words  in  their  literal  sense  at 
the  same  lime.  I  said  if  the  States  once  began  to 
receive  sopplies  of  money  from  the  Federal  Trea- 
sury, they  wonld  go  on  to  snpply  themselves  from 
that  source,  until  Ihe  Federal  Government  was 
stripped  of  its  property  and  its  money,  and  left  in 
the  helpless  and  defenceless  condition  of  the  old 
Confederation,  dependent  upon  the  States  for  its 
inpport,  and  destined  to  die  of  inanition.  I  said 
then  that  the  deposite  with  the  Slates  was  a  distri- 
bution— that  not  a  dollar  of  it  wonld  ever  come 
back  to  the  Federal  Treasury — that  from  dividing 
surplus  revenue,  we  should  come  to  Ihe  division  of 
that  which  was  net  surplus — that  Ihe  Slates  wonld 
take  what  they  wanted,  and  let  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment supply  itself  as  it  could — that  the  public 
defences,  and  all  the  proper  objects  of  Federal  ex- 
penditure, would  be  stinted  and  sacrificed,  that  the 
money  might  be  taken  to  be  divided  among  the 
States.  This  is  what  I  said  four  ysars  ago;  and 
short  as  the  time  hss  been,  we  have  seen  it  more 
than  realized.  The  twenty-seven  millions  depo- 
sited wi'h  the  States  until  needed  for  the  uses  of 
Ihe  Federal  Government,  have  been  needed,  are 
now  needed,  and  cannot  be  had.  They  are  gone 
forever !  Tbe  public  man  is  not  in  existence  who  . 
dares  to  call  for  it,  or  any  part  of  it.  Even  iho;e 
who  reproached  me  for  saying  it  would  hot  be  re- 
turned, cannot  venture  lo  ask  its  return;  and  if  they 
did,  they  would  be  told  it  could  not  be  paid — that 
the  Slates,  far  from  being  able  lo  refund  what  the^ 
had  leceived,  were  compelled  by  their  necessi- 
ties to  call  upon  us  for  more!  The  pub- 
lic defences  have  almost  disappeared  from 
public  view.  I  endeavored  for  some  time  to  make 
a  stand  npon  this  point;  I  endeavored  to  rouse  the 
Senate  and  the  country  to  the  necessity  of  attend- 
in;  to  Ihe  public  defences.  With  what  efliectl 
None,  but  to  make  myself  an  object  of  derision! 
to  be  literally  laughed  at,  and  cried  down  under 
the  clamors  for  distribution  I  My  worihy  coU 
league  [Dr.  Link]  now  ventures  to  mention  it 
again,  as  a  proper  direction  to  be  given  to  the  pub- 
lic land  revenue:  h*  makes  the  proposition  as  the 
antagonist  of  distribution:  Ihe  frisnds  of  distribu- 
tion will  overwhelm  bis  proposition.  Sir,  I  saw 
and  foretold  many  evils  from  the  commencement 
of  this  distribution  policy;  but  I  did  not  foieree  all 
the  evils  of  it.  Things  have  taken  place  already 
which  my  imagination,  gloomy  as  it  was,  and  bod- 
ing evil  as  it  did,  could  not  foresee.  I  did  notfrre- 
s-e  that,  in  six  short  months  after  the  first  deposite 
bill  passed,  a  second  one  should  be  offered,  and  not 
osly  offered,  bnt  saddled,  contrary  to  all  parlia- 
mentary rule— contrary  to  all  fair  legislation — upon 
a  bill  of  a  totally  different  character— upon  a  forii- 
ficaiion  bill,  which  was  actually  sunk  and  lost  un- 
der the  fomign  and  unnatural  load.  I  did  not 
foresee  this  in  June,  1836,  when  I  declaimed 
sgainst  the  evils  of  the  distribntion  scheme;  but  I 
did  see  it  in  Januai?,  1S37,  when  it  actually  hap- 
pened! Neither  did  1  foresee  an  accusation  of 
fraud  against  the  United  States  for  not  depositing 
nine  millions  ingre,  when  she  had  nothing  to  depo- 
site or  10  use,  and  was  driven  to  the  issue  of  Trea- 
sury notes  for  her  daily  support.  Neither  did  I 
foresee  the  motion  of  this  day — Ihe  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  to  make  distribution  of  the 
land  revenue  at  a  lime  when  the  Federal  Treasury 
was  in  want  of  every  dollar  which  the  lands,  and 
the  customs,  and  every  other  source  of  leveone 
can  bring  to  it.  I  did  not  foresee  these  things;  but 
they  have  happened.  They  have  come  upon  us; 
and  they  confirm  me  in  my  original  opinion,  that 
this  distribution  policy  is  the  most  fatal  step  ever 
yet  tsken  in  our  Government  It  brings  the  States 
npon  us  for  their  supplies;  it  makes  them  look  to  us 
for  all  the  money  which  they  want;  and  they  have 
the  power  to  take  what  they  pleaK.    Ttie  Union 
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lw»  no  Senaton  or  lUpicssntaiivf s  ia  (ktafrest; 
ibMe  fanctionaries  belong  to  ihe  Stales.  In  erery 
Moalion  between  the  Stale*  and  tbe  Union,  the 
delegaiioB  of  every  State  must  take  part  with  its 
own  Slate.  Demand  vbat  tbe  States  please,  and 
they  must  have  it.  First,  sorpUu  lerenue;  then 
the  pnblie  lands;  then  cnrrent  revenue;  then 
liuce*  laid  for  their  benefit;  ihen  loans  made 
for  them,  credit  stretched  for  them,  and  debts 
aasamed  to  sastain  them.  We  mast  all  vote 
Itw  wishes  of  oar  States,  or  give  place  to  those 
vho  will  do  it.  There  will  be  none  to  defend  the 
VnioB^Done  to  protect  its  existence — none  to  form 
a  life  guard  around  hw.    The  President  is  ihe  only 

Cof  the  legislative  pover  which  is  elected  by  the 
on,  and  responsible  to  the  whole  Union.  He 
has  a  negative  voice  upon  our  legislation,  and  is 
peetiliarly  boond  to  exercise  that  voice  when  the 
safely  of  the  Union  is  endangered  by  ihe  eneroach- 
neat  ef  Ihe  States.  He,  and  he  algne,  is  the  re- 
preseniative  of  tbe  Union.  His  veto  power  bap 
unees  two-thirds  of  the  two  Houses;  and  as  ibe 
representative  of  tbe  Union,  be  should  use  it  when 
the  Union  is  enjangered.  We  have  had  one 
President  to  do  this — one  President  to  prevent  the 
famtge  of  a  land  distribniion  bill — and  to  protect 
the  property  of  the  Union  from  the  seizure  of  the 
Scales.  We  have  had  one  to  do  ii;  ai>d  for  doing 
it,  we  hear  him  daily  denounced  by  those  to  whom 
tbs  late  elections  have  transferred  all  power.  We 
have  had  one  President  to  dischaige  his  duty  to  the 
Union  which  elected  him;  be  is  denounced  for  it; 
and  according  to  all  that  we  can  see  and  hear,  we 
are  net  to  have  another  for  four  years  to  come 
at  least.  Sir,  the  danger  is  reversed.  Formerly 
the  States  were  in  danger  from  the  Federal  Qo- 
Tenment;  now  ihe  Federal  Gtovemment  is  in  dan-' 
gei  from  the  States.  It  U  now  a  moneyed,  and  not 
a  poliiieal  action,  which  creates  the  danger.  Tbe 
eacroachment  of  the  Federal  Government  upon 
the  States  was  poliiieal;  that  of  the  States  upon  the 
Federal  Gove mment  is  pecuniary.  The  S  ates  go 
for  the  meney,  and  for  the  property  of  the  Federal 
Government  They  help  tbeiaiselvee  to  i';  they 
take  wbat  ihey  please.  No  veto  power  is  now  to 
anest  their  arm.  Twenty-six  States  fasten  them- 
selves upon  Ihe  bosom  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment; they  hang  themselves  upon  every  vein  and 
artery  which  cireolaies  life-blood  through  hei  body. 
How  long  will  it  be  before  they  suck  her  dry,  and 
leave  her  dead? 

Mr.  B.  touched  again  upon  the  pnblie  defences. 
He  lamented  the  loss  of  the  twenty-seven  millicna 
which  had  gone  to  tbe  Stales,  and  which  had  beea 
to  them  what  a  prize  drawn  in  a  lottery  is  to  a 
thonf;htIess  yonn;  man-r-the  mere  incentive  to  ex- 
travagances, which  lead  to  debt  and  misery. 
Every  State  is  worse  off  since  she  received  this 
money.  The  Union  has  lost  it  from  the  defence*, 
and  to  the  States  which  received  it,  it  has  been  a 
eorse.  More  than  that:  it  has  destroyed  all 
thooghts  of  national  defence !  Banished  all  idea 
of  fortifications,  armories,  foundries,  steam  ships, 
and  tbe  whole  armor  of  defence.  The  cry  for  dis- 
tribution stifles  ihe  voice  of  patriotism;  and  in  do- 
ing so,  invites  the  foreign  powers  to  intrude  and 
trample  upon  us.  The  naiien,  like  the  man, 
whieh  will  not  use  its  means  for  defence,  invi'es 
aggr^sion.  It  invites  insult,  depredation,  outrage, 
war.  This  is  enough  for  me  to  tay  at  this  time. 
'  I  will  not  give  to  ihe  general  remark  an  individual 
application.  I  bave  forborne  to  speak  of  the  boun- 
dary question,  so  often  agitated  here,  and  which  I 
consider  as  nothing  but  one  link  in  a  chain  of 
questions.  Though  a  Senator  for  twenty  years, 
and  this  question  a  prominent  theme  the  whole 
time,  I  have  forborne  to  Fpeak  npon  it.  I  have  sat 
silent,  and  observant,  while  all  ^ides  of  the  cham- 
ber were  eager  to  speak  out.  Why  have  I  dune 
this?  Became  I  had  no  opioions}  Certainly  net; 
for  I  have  never  been  without  a  deefded  opinion. 
Because  I  was  afraid  to  avow  ill  Not  at  all.  I 
bave  no  rearon  to  be  afraid  of  my  countrymen, 
and  still  less  of  foreigners.  Why,  then,  not  speak 
ont7  Because  the  public  mind  is  o»t  ripe  for  Ihe 
reception  of  my  sentiments!  because  the  public  ear 
is  not  ready  to  hear  them  I  It  would  be  nonsense 
to  speak  my  sentiments  on  the  English  questions — 
I  wiU  not  limU  myself  to  i)i«  hoiwdvy  (question— 


but  tpttk  in  ilie  plural;  it  would  be  idle  for  me,  in 
the  present  state  of  the  public  mind,  to  speak  out. 
We  must  await  the  progress  of  events.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  shall  lake  tbe  liberty  to  say  that  Con- 
gress is  inviting  agression  by  needing  defence, 
aod  crippling  ibe  Unioa  by  surrendering  its  money 
and  its  properly  to  the  States. 

We  have  just  had  one  humiliation,  said  Mr.  B. 
aad  we  do  not  want  another.  We  bave  seen  wbat 
no  Government  has  experienced  before.  It  was 
believed  that  tbe  degradation  of  Governments  had 
reached  their  lowest  point,  when  a  eompany  of 
English  merchants  were  seen  in  Asia  dethroning 
princes  for  the  balance  of  an  acoonnt,  and  seising 
kingdoms  in  payment  of  a  note  of  hand.  Tbe  ima- 
gination of  Sheridan  aad  Burke  could  conceive 
nothing  beyon^  Ibat;  the  magnificent  oriental  dra- 
ma of  the  trial  of  Warren  Hastings  could  pre- 
sent nothing  beyond  it.  But  we  have  seen  something 
beyond  it.  We  bave  seen  the  election  of  an  Ameri- 
can President  made  a  stockjobbing  operation  on 
the  London  Exchange.  We  have  seen  English 
bankers  and  money  dealers  "luminif  (Jletr  attention 
to  th*  intemtl  pMiet  of  jSmericd,"  and  "trying  • 
change  ^  tht  Amaietn  £zeeu(iM,"  in  order  that 
stoc^  might  rise,  and  tbemselves  pocket  per  een- 
liinu  on  the  American  sevoriiies  which  they  held ! 
We  bave  seen  this;  and  it  seems  lo  me  that,  to  have 
the  "e&enge  nf  Ike  .Smertom  PreMenf  converted 
in'o  a  stocbjobbinx  operation  on  the  London  Ex- 
change, is  to  reach  a  point  of  hamiliation  which 
no  Goveiament  has  ever  seen  before. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Tbe  Senator  has  based 
his  whole  reply  to  my  remarks  on  the  assumption 
that  the  States  do  not  possess  the  right  to  demand 
of  the  General  Government  a  distributioa  of  tbe 
proceeds  of  their  common  estate  in  ihe  public 
lands.  I  went  on  the  assumption  that  they  have 
that  right.  Tbat  is  not  denied,  and  has  not  been 
disproved.  True,  ibe  money  bos  to  pass  through 
the  Treasury,  but  still  it  is  ibtir  money.  This  point 
the  Senator  has  not  touched;  every  thing  has  been 
argued  but  tbe  principal  point  in  the  argameni,  oo 
\  wUeh  all  the  rest  bangs  and  turns. 

Tbe  honorable  gentleman,  in  bis  concluding  re- 
marks, made  a  very  extraordinary  assertion  in- 
deed. Alluding  to  the  late  Presidentiai  election, 
and  tbe  influence  of  foreigners  in  this  country,  be 
ascribed  the  change  in  tbe  Executive  Administra- 
tion of  tbis  Government  to  the  bankers  and  stock- 
jobbers in  England  and  ia  this  country.  Can  this 
be  possiblel  Sure  I  am  that,  if  such  an  inttoence 
does  exist,  it  has'  not  reached  the  part  of  the  cono- 
try  where  I  reside;  nor  can  it  bave  operated  where 
tlw  honorable  Senator  himself  lives,  as  the  vote  of 
his  State  for  Martin  Van  Bnren  conclusive  proves. 
It  is  not  at  that  end  of  tbe  Union,  then;  and  I  am 
sure  it  is  not  in  the  centre:  where,  then,  is  this 
dangerous  and  irresistible  influence  whieh  has 
revuluiionized  our  whole  parly  history?  Where, 
I  ask,  has  it  been  at  work?  Here  are  collected 
representatives  of  every  portion  of  the  entire 
Union;  to  each  Senator  I  put  the  question.  Was  it 
your  Sla'.e  whose  vote  has  been  controlled  by  the 
trickling,  stockjobbing  capitalists  of  Europe? 
Which  of  Ihe  Stales  is  it  that  lies  under  this  foul 
stigma?  Or  is  it  branded  on  tbe  forrbead  of  the 
whole  American  people?  Is  this  entire  Republic  to 
be  considered  as  justly  charged  with  this  dishonoi? 
Is  it  true  that  the  two  or  three  millions  of  voters 
who  constitute  that  majority  whose  voles  have 
brought  in  a  new  Administration,  have  been  influ- 
enced, swayed,  bought  up  with  foreign  money? — 
the  meanest  and  basest  of  all  influences.  Where 
is  Ibe  evidence  that  fixes  a  blot  like  this  to  tbe 
American  name?  For  myself  and  my  constituent*, 
for  the  noble  and  beloved  Slate  I  repreient  in  part 
on  this  floor,  I  pot  the  charge  far  from  me.  If 
there  has  been  such  an  influence  at  work,  it  has 
not  been  among  us.  No  one  man  of  the  twenty- 
six  thousand  majority  of  voles  oast  in  Kentucky 
for  General  Harrison  has  acted,  as  I  in  my  soul 
believe,  from  any  such  base,  unworthy,  degrading 
iofluence.  Loth  I  am  to  believe  that  any  free-bom 
American  citizen  has  acted  so  onworihily  of  his 
name  and  his  birthright.  And  again  I  ask,  where 
is  the  proof  of  it?  Does  the  Senaiiir  believe  that 
I  proof  U)  be  f6iu)4  in  a  correi^ndtiiM  betvees  an 


agent  in  the  Stale  of  Missoiui  aad  some  Bniwiff- 
iog  gentleman 'in  &iglandt 

Mr.BENTOA.    A  director  of  Ibe  Bank  of  Ei^^ 
land. 

,  Mr,  CRTtTBNDEN.  Well;  a  direetor  of  tba 
Bank  of  England,  with  respect  to  the  sale  of  a 
portion  of  Missouri  stock?  Is  tbat  wbat  tbe  Sea^ 
101  relies  on?  The  agent  here  writes  to  biseaf- 
respondent  in  Eagland  as  to  tbe  influence  likely  le 
be  exerted  by  public  events  in  this  couatiy  cin  the 
price  of  American  siccks.  Is  there  any  tUag  so 
wonderful — any  thing  so  "  monstrous,"  ao  '*oM> 
rageoas"  in  Ibis?  Can  any  thing  be  more  natacal^ 
more  in  course,  than  such  a  correspon4en^  «« 
such  a  subject?  Suppose,  instead  of  speaking  «t 
the  price  of  stocks,  be  had  been  writing  about  Ifaa 
probable  pi  ice  of  cotton,  might  be  not  have  ta- 
ferred  to  a  probable  change  in  our  financial  ay steoa 
as  likely  to  affect  ibatarticfeof  trade?  Doesootevei^ 
body  know  that  the  very  slightest  change  in  jpabue 
affairs  has  an  effect  on  tbe  commercial  wotM,  aad 
immediately  affects  the  stateof  prieiain  Ihe  mar- 
ket? And  why  should  not  this  be  mentioned  ia 
regard  lo  .stocks  as  well  as  any  thing  else  tot  sale 
in  tbe  market?  That  is  all  the  proof  I  have  heafd 
in  support  of  this  mighty  charge  about  Butisb 
stockjobbing  influence  in  American  elections. 

Mr.  BENTON.  Not  tbe  tenth,  not  tbe  bandteA 
part  of  the  proof. 

Mr,  CRITTENDEN.  No:  I  wiU  leU  thf  hoap- 
rable  Sena'or  what  has  produced  this  astonadiag 
political  change.  The  gentleman  shall  not  escaf* 
from  the  argument — from  a  fact  so  notorious.  It 
would  indeed  be  but  a  melancholy  consolalioa  lo 
the  gentleman  and  bis  friends,  to  ascribe  their  da- 
feat  to  the*dishonor  of  their  native  eoiinury.  Wen 
I  in  iheir  situation,  sooner  tbaa  east  a  siifma  like 
this  on  Ihe  land  of  my  nativity,  and  on  ao  latgh  w 
vast  a  majority  of  my  countrymen,  I  would  adinit 
that  my  party  had  miamaaaged  pablic  aAics,  at 
tbat  at  least  the  people  thought  ^y  had;  or,  soma* 
bow  or  other,  ihey  had  lost  the  public  oonfideaea. 
Never,  never  since  the  foimdation  of  tbe  Borvof 
meat,  did  so  many  Americfta  freemea  cast  theii 
votes  with  one  speisial  aad  spccifie  andersiaadiag 
as  to  Ihe  grounds  of  ibeir  united  acdon.  That  is 
my  opimon.  Tbe  resDit  of  the  late  election  Is  aot 
the  effect  of  Britisl^  gold,  bat  Ibe  sense  of  the  Ask- 
rican  peop!e  as  to  the  manageinent  of  their  pablia 
affairs,  publicly  and  palpably  expressed.  Let  »st 
gentlemen  attempt  to  get  out  at  tbe  posiiioa  ia 
which  that  election  has  placed  ibem,  by  stigoMr 
tixing  the  people  of  the  United  Slates  with  cotnp- 
lion.  No,  no:  this  expression  of  opinioa  comes  ima 
the  old  genuine  Republican  stock  who  set  up  theGkf 
vemmeni:  it  is  a  spark  from  the  old  Revolnlionaiy 
flint,  and  it  has  blown  the  gentlemen  sky  high.  Lat 
them  not,  now  that  they  have  reached  the  gioimd,a«d 
are  rubbing  their  bruised  and  broken  limbs,  try  lo4ia> 
guise  from  themselves  the  truth  as  to  wbat  but 
them.  Strange  indeed  would  it  be,  could  the  augie 
wand  »f  British  gold  be  applied  to  produce  aaeha 
result.  All  the  natural  causes,  on  thatcabjectr 
seem  to  point  the  other  way.  We  ntighteajpeet 
that  Kings  and  Presidents,  who  try  to  be,  ap4  la 
live,  like  Kings,  feel  a  natural  sympathy  with  caeb 
other.  They  do  not  ceek  lo  put  down  the  ibreae 
to 'raise  the  collage.  If  the  real  imih  could  ks 
come  at  in  the  matter,  I  verily  believe  that  thna 
was  more  foreign  sympathy  with  tbe  reignini  Pto- 
Fident  than  with  his  plain,  humble,  BcpuMiwn  oy^ 
ponenu  There  is  not  a  State,  no,  nor  a  conaQ, 
through  this  wide  Union,  that  was  swayed  iails 
late  vote  by  any  influence  from  the  Loadoa  K» 
change.  Gentlemen  are  sadly  paulcd  to  aeepaat 
for  the  result.  Some  say,  "Ob,  it  was  all  tba  voA 
of  British  gold !"  Others  say,  "It  was  aothiBg  bat 
the  senseless  cry  about  log  cabins  and  hard  ci4ar.*' 
All  sorts  of  device  are  used  to  disguise  a  faet^sa ' 
appalling.  Some  say  it  was  all  Ihe  effieat  of  eoM* 
skins.  And  one  very  distinguished,  intelleeiaal, 
argnmentaiivc  Senator  assured  us  that,  if  ibe  ati^ 
ciples  of  Ihe  Whig  par^  were  to  be  caisiea  oat, 
they  would  lead  only  to  thi»,  that  we  sbookl  paU 
dowB  this  magnificent  Capitol,  the  proadbaUaC 
American  legielaiion,  and  build  in  iisplaoealigflt.- 
bin  hung  round  with  coon-skina  I  BatthegmfMMB 
do  not,  or  will  not,  understand  wbat  they  sst^.llja 
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mored,  as  one  man,  almost  the  whole  American 
people.  It  was  sbmelhing  greater,  higher,  deeper. 
I  know  diat  the  election  of  William  Heniy  Harri- 
aon  is  to  the  politicians  a  stumbling  block,  and  to  the 
Tan  Boxen  men  fooitshness;  bat  to  any  unbiassed, 
casdid,  intelligent  observer,  it  nnst  appear  to  be 
the  wis^tom  and  tbe  power  of  a  great  people.  I  can 
Mil  Ike  geatlemea  that  it  is  not  so  very  politic  to 
—eer  mt  log  cabins.  They  are  the  emblem,  ihe 
vMMe  tfpe,  of  the  power  of  Ihe  people.  Long  will 
it  ooMiMe  to  be  dear  to  them  as  a  remem  vancer 
of  *e  tiet  that  they  were  aUe,  by  the  praeelnl  tat 
ef  their  will,  to  lake  the  man  they  loved  from  a  log 
eftbiD,  and  Mthte  in  the  palace  of  their  dominion. 
It  ia  the  praelieal,  visible,  tangible  symbol  of  their 
powtr— which  may  Ood  preserve!  Think  yon  le 
win  Ibeir  favor  by  treating  it  with  scorn  and  derisioni 
ir«a  fbreed  it  on  as  by  yoar  tannis;  yon  tanghed  at 
«W  eudMate  as  the  inmase  of  a  cabin;  and  you  have 
seen,  and  yon  now  feel,  the  etfiset  of  year  own  wit; 
and,  if  I  am  not  verr  mneh  misiakcD,  yon  will 
nerer  need  another  lewon  to  teach  yon  the  danger 
of  sneering  at  log  cabins.  The  people  are  coming, 
on  Ihe  4d)  of  March,  to  diow  yon  what  it  is  to  set 
yonr  Ibot  upon  them.  They  are  bringing  the  man 
ofibe  W  cabin,  and  they  mean  to  place  him  in 
yonder  While  House.  Yoa  puzzle  your  heads 
sadly  to  account  tot  it;  but  we  will  work  obi  tbe 
sun  for  yon. 

Mr.  BENTOIf  rose  again  immediately  after 
Mr.  CanraiiDBN,  and  said  that  he  had  again 
Cyied  at  tbe  point  of  intelligibility — bad  again 
&iled  in  the  only  quality  which  be  aspired  to  in 
pnUie  speaking — had  again  failed  in  the  hnmble 
effort  of  tryiujg  to  be  onderstood.  The  Senator 
from  Kentucky  misiook'  him.  He  had  notattri- 
bated  the  resnlt  of  the  late  Presidential  election  to 
any  one  cause,  mneh  less  to  the  sole  inierfereDce  of 
British  bankers.  He  spoks  of  tbe  degradation  to 
which  we  were  subjected  when  these  money  deal- 
eta  had  the  aadadiy  to  interfere  in  onr  Presidential 
etselion  in  order  to  raise  the  price  of  their  stocks. 
It  was  the  disgiaee  of  Ihe  interference  of  which  he 
spoke,  uid  not  tbe  effect  of^e  inierterenee.  Tbe  Se- 
aator  firom  Unlucky  was  mistaken  in  snppoeing 
diat  he  had  attributed  the  resnlt  in  every  State  to 
Am  interference  of  the  London  money  dealers.  He 
(Mr.  B.)  knew  very  well  what  he  had  said;  and 
what  he  had  said  he  was  able  to  prove,  and  meant 
to  doit  on  a  proper  oeeasloa.  He  had  the  evir 
teiee  on  hand,  and  that  not  merely  in  the  Hmb 
letlM*,  and  in  the  London  high  Tory  papers,  bat 
ia  more  formal  and  considerau  ptodnctiens.  I 
said  that  the  ikaiig$ot  the  AmericaA^Eneuiive 
had  been  made  a  stockjobbing  operauon  on  the 
London  Bxchange — that  Boglisb  money  dealan  had 
tnierfercd  to  onr  election,  and  interfered  for  the 
porpose  of  raising  the  price  of  stocks — for  the  pur- 
peae  of  enabling  them  to  pocket  pcrcentnms.  Tbis 
ii  what  I  said.  I  was  speaking  of  natioaal  dis- 
gtaee,  and  not  of  eleeiioo  rcsnlts.  Doubtless  these 
fbreigneis  contributed  much  to  that  result;  but  I 
hava  never  attribnied  the  whole  to  them.  I  ascribe 
Iha  rasnlt  to  many  causes;  but  siDce  the  official 
lelwna  have  come  in,  I  coiifess  the  result  is,  to 
mr,  incomprehensible.  These  returns  show  the 
Democratic  candidate  to  have  been  defeated  afier 
receiving  an  immense,  and  almost  incredible  in- 
ereaae  of  votes.  Mr.  Van  Boren  received,  in 
1840,  no  less  ihaa  370,000  votes  more  than  be  re- 
ctirt'd  in  1636;  he  received  neatly  double  as  many 
aa  GknerelJackton  received  at  either  of  his  elec- 
tions; he  wonid  seem  to  have  reeeivtfd  an  increace 
a*  votes  equal  to  the  increase  of  the  who  e  voiiog 
popnialiOB;  he  had  received  all  this,  and  still  he  is 
defeated!  This, sir,  is  incomprehensible  to  me. 
Perhaps  the  Pectoral  census  may  throw  some  light 
Mttbe  enigma. 

yttt  question  now  reenrring  on  the  amendment 
mated  by  Mr.  CALHotJii— 

Mr.  ChkY  of  Kentucky  reminded  the  Senate 
that  Ihe  amendment  contained  a  blank  which 
aboold  he  filled  before  the  vote  was  taken. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  left  the  blank  to  be 
fineoby  the  Senate  as  it  might  think  proper.  If 
tbe  amendmeni  shoold  prevail,  the  blank  might  be 
Ul«d  afletwards. 

Itr.  OiiAT  of  Alabama  said  there  was  oo  need 
^itUini  dM  blaak  at  this  moment. 


Mr.  PaESTON  said  the  proposition  was  on*  of 
imp  -rtance,  and  be  required  alitlta  time  lo  reflect 
before  he  voted  upon  ii;  and  he  thereopon  moved 
ttiat  the  Senate  adjonm. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and 

The  Senate  adjoomed. 

WnnNUDAT,  January  13, 1841. 
Tbe  Pre-emption  bill  coming  up  as  the  anfinished 
bosines!>,  and  the  qaestton  being  on  Mr.  Cilboom's 
proposition  to  strike  out  Mr.  CaiTTanonN's  amend- 
ment, and  insert  a  provision  ceding  the  public 
lands,  on  certain  conditioos,  to  the  States  in  which 
they  lie- 
Mr.  PRB8T0N  exprassed  his  regret  that,  on  hie 
account,  the  Senate  should  have  gone  throagh  the 
formality  of  an  arijoomment,  since  he  had  nothiaK 
to  say  which  would  at  all  compensate  for  this  de- 
lay. He  had  intended  to  offer  bat  a  few  necessary 
remaikt,  and  he  now  ihererore  rose  coder  circam- 
stances  tomewhat  embatnueiog.  He  felt  it,  how- 
ever, lobea  dnty  wliieb  he  owed  to  himself,  before 
he  gave  the  voto  which  he  intended  to  give  on  this 
measate,  to  state  some  reasons  why  he  could  not 
yield  it  his  support;  more  especially  as  he  had  for- 
merly felt  somewhat  inclinea  lo  favor  some  such 
scheme:  for  he  had  been  ready  lo  embrace  almost 
any  meaanre  which  shoold  drveat.the  federal  Go- 
vernment of  the  tronbb,  vexation,  embarrassment, 
contests,  and  particularly  of  the  patronage  whieb 
arose  from  these  public  lands  lying  within  the  seve- 
lal  Statetil  The  management  of  ihem  seemed  to 
be  generally  conceded  to  be  very  burdensome  to 
onr  legislation,  and  be  had  been  very  anzioos  that 
no  effort  ahonld  be  omitted  to  deliver  Congress  from 
iia  perpeii^  exactions;  aad  he  still  considered  it  as 
oiM  of  onr  misfortunes  to  b«  so  often  called  te  dis- 
cuss and  decide  upon  diffiralt  qoesiioos  connected 
with  Ibis  intrieate  subjec',  and  so  freqaeatly  to  ex- 
ercise the  powers  of  the  Qeneral  Qovemment  within 
the  limits  of  the  States. 

A  long  coniie  .of  observatiou,  howetrer,  had  di- 
minished his  apprehensinns  as  to  the  subject  of 
most  difficulty,  viz:  the  danger  of  Executive  pa- 
iroaage,  arising  from  the  possession  and  manage- 
ment of  this  extensive  domain.  Reason  and  expe- 
rience had  long  nnce  taught  him  that  all  the  powers 
which  Goagress  aaaamed,  whether  legitimately  er 
not,  whether  conatitnlional  or  otherwae,  nteimattly 
found  their  residence  ia  the  President  of  tbe  United 
Stales,  whose  person  was  the  great  aad  nliimale  de- 
pository ot  the  p<)wers  of  Qovemment,  and  most 
especially  of  kiliicattihoriaed  and  doobtfal  powers 
claimed  by  it.  Having  resisted  all  irregular  ex-' 
ertion  of  Bxeeniive  authority  with  great  anxiety, 
and  baring  fell  its  effects  very  severely,  Mr.  P. 
had  beea  extremely  desiroin^  ace  the  proK6e 
source  of  patronage  diminisled  or  cut  off.  When 
he  saw,  from  day  to  day,  so^msny  of  the  Seoaieia, 
representing  new  Stales  of  the  Confisderaey,  voli  ig 
habimally  with  the  Bxeeativj,  and  snstaitiing  all 
those  measures  which  he  then  thought,  and  iIm  re- 
sult ba«  proYed,  lo  be  moit  disastroaa,  he  inferred 
that  thete  was  a  source  of  influence  in  the  public 
lands  which  produced  a  course  so  much  to  be  de- 
precated. He  perceived  that  the  control  of  ihif 
public  domain  eitbaneed  the  powers  of  Congress, 
and  that  Congress  was  di»pcued  to  surrender  it* 
powers  to  the  Bxecuiive. 

He,  however,  said  that  the  deep  and  painfal 
anxiety  be  had  once  experienced  on  ibis  subject 
had  been  somewhat  diminisbed.  He  was  happy 
to  find  ibat  he  had  been  mistaken  as  to  the  extent 
of  the  evil;  that,  alter  all,  the  free  spirit  of  the  in- 
babitanis  of  tbe  new  Sta'es  wascosnpeteat  to  resist 
this  malign  indaeace  of  aasening  its  indepen- 
dence, and  this  gave  a  pledge,  and  furnished  a  hap- 
py augury  of  the  coniiaaaoce  of  our  free  insato- 
tioBi.  Mr.  P.  admitted  that  he  bad  been  laoght  a 
lessen  of  great  value.  The  landed  States,  wiiieh 
he  had  once  supposed  to  be  bowed  and  subjugated 
by  their  condition  into  a  api^l  of  sabserviency  to 
the  Ezecniive  wKl,  bad,  in  ihclau  Pftaideniial 
elecUoD,  proved  that  a  Iwge  majority  among  ihtm 
were  animated  by  a  spirit  superior  to  local  aad 
temporal  y  iaflaences.  Five  oat  of  nine  of 
these  Slates,  embiaoed  in  this  cession,  bad  ranged 
themselves  against  the  existing  Adminietratioa,  ia 
spit*  of  ita  patronafe,  and  ifas  open  and  dariog  tne 


of  it  for  in  purposes,  and  cat  ofyixty-ihree,  had 
ca»t  forty-two  votes  for  General  Hairiaon.  Sir.  P, 
asked  pardon,  therefore,  of  ibese  patriotic  new 
States  for  the  fears  which  bad  once  possessed  him. 
He  here  took  back  the  opinion  he  had  once  hel4 
aad  expressed.  He  congratulated  the  tMunliy  oa 
so  favorable  an  omen  for  the  future,  and  wa*  now 
prepared  well  to  Ibelieve  that  tbe  aturdy  md^penr 
denoa  of  onr  bieihren  m  the  West  woold  ever  be 
ready  to  assert  itself  when  circnmnaaoes  required. 
Mr.  P.  said  this  in  no  spirit  of  acrimony  towards 
any  one,  but  to  explain  and  vindicate  some  change 
of  opinion  which  had  been  mainly  founded  oa 
these  views. 

He  did  not  desire  to  be  understood  assaying  dutt 
he  had  or  could  at  any  time  have  approved  the  pro* 
ject  of  cession  now  preeeated  to  tbe  Senate,  but  iw 
had  once  expressed  himself  in  favor  of -surrender- 
ing in  some  way  to  the  new  States  the  exclnaive 
control  of  the  pablic  land  within  their  limits,  hopv 
ing  thereby  to  exempt  Congress  from  all  farther 
respoBsibility  and  anxiety  respecting  it,  and  to  re- 
lieve those  States  from  the  influence  of  a  dangerons 
patronage.  He  did  not  think  that,  even  imder  Ihe 
powerful  action  of  these  motives  when  operating 
on  bis  miad  in  their  fullest  force,  he  coald  have 
voted  for  the  measure  proposed  by  his  ciJIeaguc. 
He  certainly  could  not  do  so  at  this  time. 

He  was  aware  that  Ihe  entire  subject  of  tbe  ad> 
ministration  of  the  public  domain  was  now  thrown 
open  for  discussion,  but  it  was  not  his  purpose  u 
enter  ax  largs  npon  the  subject,  not  only  because 
there  was  not  now  time  to  do  it  justice,  but  because 
be  had  already  spoken  to  the  principle  of  pre-emp- 
tion <M>Dlainert  in  the  bill. 

And  cow,  wi>h  regard  to  the  amendment  before 
at,  let  us  first  look  at  the  nature  of  the  powen  of 
Congress  in  controlling  the  public  land".  By  an  ex* 
press  provision  in  the  Constitntioo,  we  are  autho- 
rized lo  make  such  legnlaiions  in  regard  to  them  as 
Congress  shall  think  proper.  This  provision  r»> 
suited  from  the  cessions  by  Virginia  and  Connecti- 
cut, and  from  the  subsequent  ordinance  of  the  old 
Congress.  Uodanbtedly  these  grants  did  look  to 
tbe  power  exercisAl  under  the  Confederaiion  ia 
es'ablishiog  the  rates  of  eootribution  of  the  differ- 
ent Stales  to  the  expense  of  the  Oenetal  Govern- 
ment. I  hold  in  my  hand  these  deeds  of  cesaioa 
and  the  ordinance  to  which  I  have  just  referred.  I 
shall  not  go  fully  into  the  extent  of  the  con  rol 
here  aothorited,  or  the  duties  of  Congress  gr«w> 
ing  oat  of  it.    By  these  deeds  it  is  dedaicd  a* 

follows: 

"Dttd  of  Ceaion  of  Virginia,  Mctreh  1, 17M. 

"That  all  tin  laaib  within  th<  territory  m  c«dad  to  llw 
ITnitad  8ta(e«,  and  not  received  for  or  appropritted  to  any  of  ttie 
balbm-ineniloiied  purpowa,"  Ac.  "aliatl  l)e  conaideredaeom. 
mon  fund  roribaiiae  ami  beocBt  of  aoolior  tha  UoUad  Sialaaaa 
have  tMcoma  orahall  iMCome  oaemben  of  tlie  CoDfedaration  or 
Federal  alliance  of  the  aaid  Saum,  Viritnia  Incloded,  aceordlne 
to  Utairiiaaal  raapectire  proponloas  ra  ihe  general  charge  and 
axpcndhura,  and  abail  be  faiibfiiUx  and  bona  fide  du|ioaed  of 
for  that  purpoaa.  and  for  no  other  ua^  or  purpsee  whataoerer." 
"Derd  qf  Onion  of  Ootmtecieut,  Stpt.  14, 17)>6. 

"AllUie  right,  tkle,  inlenel,  juriadietlon.  and  olahn  of  tha 
Suiaol  Connecticut,"  Ac.  "ahalt  be  included,  niaaatd  and 
ceiled  to  the  United  Statee,"  "  Ibr  the  common  uae  and  benefit 
of  aaid  Buiea,  Ckmnectientinclualre." 

South  CVirollna  deeded  AogOM  9, 1787,  "for  tbe  benefit  of  iJw 
•aid  Slam."  North  <;aroUna  deeded  ■'aa  a  further  meanaaa 
well  of  tiafltening  {he  extlngulahment  of  the  debia.  aaof  eeta- 
qtlahingthe  harmoayof  the  Untied  Staiaa,"  and  declared  that 
tbe  lands  '-afaall  be  conaidered  a  coiDmon  i\iod."  Gaorfia 
deed,  d  on  the  aame  conditiona. 

Ketolutitm  qf  Congrtu,  Oct.  10, 17S0. 

lUnlved,  That  the  unappropriated  landa  that  may  be  eadad 
or  ieUni)iiiiihed  lo  the  United  Suttee,  b]r  any  partirular  Suna. 
•hall  be  disponed  of  for  Ihe  common  lienaflt  of  tha  Unitea 
Bute*." 

What,  then  are  Ihe  powers  and  dmies  of  Con- 
gress m  reference  to  this  fotidY  Tbe  first  thing  that 
Btriltes  one  is,'  the  cession  of  Virginia  a  fvmd  waa 
ceded— expressly  and  emphatically  a  fund — to  be 
used  in  the  general  Aargt  and  ezpendliure,  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  all  tut  Smies;  and  then,  by  way 
of  greater  caution  and  more  explicit  declaration, 
adds,  "and  shall  be  failKfully  and  bonafide  disposed 
of  for  that  purpo^ie,  and  for  no  other  use  or  pur- 
pose whaiMever."  It  is  manifest  that  Virginia  had 
10  view  a  money  iran.^aciou — the  creation  of  a 
fund  to  be  in  the  banda  of  Congress,  to  be  dispoeed 
of  for  money  puipotes.  While  she  ceded  tbe  jnri^ 
diction  of  tbe  lands,  her  object  was  to  enable  Con- 
gress to  discfaane  moneyed  dues,  and  effect  fiscal 
operations.  I  contend  that  this  was  a  tmst  fund, 
to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  oa 
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ecrtain  oondiiions,  Bnd  under  restrictions,  and  (bat 
our  control  over  it  is  limited  by  tke  natare  of  the 
firmt.  Here,  then,  we  have  a  fond  created— a  tnisi 
coftfided— and  the  objects  of  both  ppeeified,  viz:  lo 
•eUeve  the  Slates  ftom  the  bardens  imposrd  by  the 
Cokfederatioa,  and  each  State  was  to  receive  the 
benrfit,  aecording  to  its  osntl  proportion  in  these 
Inurdeiis. 

We  matt  perform  in  fall  faith  whatever  doty 
was  confided  to  its.  Yet,  considering  the  whole 
scope  ol  the  deed  of  cession,  we  cannot  conchide 
that,  ia  the  administration  of  this  trust,  we  are  to 
regard  it  exclusively  in  a  money  point  of  view,  as 
mere  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence.  There  are  other 
and  very  high  considerations  which  connot  them* 
selves  with  the  snbject.  We  must  remember  that, 
whila  we  act  nnder  trusts  from  Virginia  and  Con- 
neeticQt  and  other  ceding  Statrs,  we  also  act  under 
other  trasts,  of  a  very  comprehensive  natnre,  from 
•U  the  States,  and  that  each  of  these  trusts  must 
'  be  Administered  in  reference  to  the  oib  v,  to  as  not 
to  trench  upon  or  be  inconsistent  with  it.  If,  be- 
came it  is  a  fiscal  trust  from  Virginia,  we  act  upon 
a  calculation  of  mere  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence, 
then  we  immediately  ran  foal  of  the  other  irosts 
wbic%  we  bold  from  the  whole  Union.  While  we 
look  that  we  are  faiibfal  to  the  oar,  we  mast  see 
that  we  are  not  unfaithfal  to  the  other;  we  mast 
keep  an  eye  to  (be  whole,  and  carry  on  all  our  ttusis 
together,  as  barmootously,  with  respect*  lo  each 
other,  as  we  can.  We  most  destroy  none,  but  pro- 
mote all,  as  fax  as  it  sfaall  be  possible.  I  am  not  for 
kwking  exelDsively  to  the  financial  aspect  of  our 
powerr,  bat  for  remembering  that,  in  ihe  discbarge 
of  them,  there  alse  political,  relations  which  must  of 
iMeestiily  be  evolved.  No  doubt,  the  fii^t  motive 
which  led  to  the  cession  was  a  political  one — the 
Stales  owning  no  land,  seeiitg  that  th:  vast  domains 
of  other  Stales  might  lead  to  an  andoe  aseendmcy 
hi  the  Confederacy,  therefore  proposed  a  cession 
foi  the  erection  of  new  States. 

We  are  entrusted  iben  with  a  general  fond 
which  we  are  bound  to  administer  m  a  spirit  at 
once  of  liberality  towards  tbe^new  States,  of  just 
economy  as  regards  oar  Treasary,  and  of  mere  po> 
licy  as  regards  the  general  good  of  ea  r  Un  ion.  These 
nev'members  of  the  Confederacy  bave  been  made 
States  maeh  more  quickly  tban  ever  was  auticipated; 
they  are  treated  as  children,  and  bave  ever  been 
treated  as  favoied  children.  They  have  grown  and 
thriven  with  viTst  and  uneipected  rapidity;  tbey 
are  filling  up  with  a  teeming  population,  and  are 
fast  becoming  of  ihems^lves  a  magnificent  empire, 
which  stands  in  the  presence  of  the  other  States,  not 
as  a  child  in  the  presence  of  its  parenUi,  but  as  one 
of  foil  growth  and  proportions,  on  a  footing  of  en- 
tire eqoaliiy  with  the  0:d  Thirteen,  and 
destined,  at  no  distant  day,  even  to  assert  superiori- 
ty of  them.  Bat,  on  the  other  hand,  it  sbonlil 
not  be  forgotten  that  while  we  bave  been  so  fuU 
filling  the  irostirepcsed  in  ns  as  to  promote  and  foster 
the  well-being  of  the  new  Stales,  we  hold  a  trust 
for  all  the  S'ates  of  the  Confederacy,  and  hold  it  on 
Ihe  groand  that  this  public  domain  on  which  these 
new  Slates  have  sprang  op,  is  a  fond — a  common 
fund  for  ihe  use  of  all  the  States.  What  was  ifae 
feelings  of  Virginia  when  she  made  a  cesrion  in 
terms  so  gnai^ed?  She  states  the  purposes  for 
which  she  makes  the  cession,  and  then  she  adds 
that  it  Aall  be  applied  le  these  purposes,  and  lo  no 
other  use  or  purpose  whatever.  And  to  show  the 
spirit  of  caution  in  which  she  proceeded,  »he  would 
not  kave  it  to  implication  tliat  her  own  rights  were 
of  course  to  be  regarded  with  the  rigbts  of  all  her 
sister  Slates,  bnt  added  the  words '"Virginia  ia- 
elnded,"  thus  making  assurance  doubly  sare. 
There  is  not  on  ihs  records  of  civilized  nations  a 
moie  illustrious  instance  of  lorg-s  ^hted,  wise,  and 
devoted  patriotism  tban  this  very  act  by  tbe  Com- 
monwealth of  Virginia.  She  thus  dismembered 
herself  of  an  extent  of  territory  larger  thin  her  own 
limits, and fieely  gave  it  to  tbe  whole  Republic  She 
beggared  hoseif  that  sbe  might  bestow  this  munifi- 
cent donation  npon  tbe  Union  at  large.  And  now, 
in  ber  advanced  age,  when  ber  lands  are  worn  out, 
and,  instead «f  being  covered  with  waving  harvests 
of  wheat,  are  covered  over  with  broom-sedge,  when 
her  finances  are  embanasscd,  and  we  may  almost 
say  that  in  bet  old  age  tbe  is  actttally  inpoye- 


risbed,  is  it  right,  is  it  becoming,  is  it  honorable,  is 
it  grateful  to  turn  roand  and  say  to  her,  you  are 
no  longer  entitled  lo  any  share  in  iht  benefits  of 
this  your  own  donation?  Were  there  no  other 
Slate  in  the  Union  which  eoiild  put  in  any  c'aim 
to  a  share  in  tbe  proceeds  of  this  public  domain, 
surely  it  is  onr  daty,  it  is  yonr  duty,  it  is  my  doty 
to  stand  up  for  the  rigbts  of  the  Old  Dominion,  aad 
to  see  that  she  shall  retain  some  portion  in  that  in- 
heriiaace,  which,  with  a  regal  mnnificence,  sbe  has 
freely  bestowed  upon  us  all. 

In  the  administration  of  the  public  lands,  we 
are  not  to  oppress  and  pinch  the  West,  so  as  lo 
wring  oat  the  very  last  dollar  Ihe  lands  can  be 
made  to  produce;  'we  are  not  lo  act  (he  part  of  a 
miserly  landlord.  We  bave  not  acted  in  this 
spirit.  Never.  On  the  contrary,  I  aver  that  we 
have  acted  towards  thsse  new  States  the  part  of  a 
tme-hearted  and  generous  parent.  We  bave  nar- 
tured,  and  fed,  and  clothed  them,  till  tbey  are 
grown  to  the  height  and  statare  of  adult  strength 
long  before  tbey  are  of  age.  From  being  feeble 
and  helpless  and  totterinr,  they  bave  become 
stong  and  rich  and  able.  Bat  would  I  stop  bete? 
Not  at  all.  I  would  act  towards  them  in  tbe 
same  spirit  still— a  spirit  liberal,  affectionate,  and 
generoas.  I  would  foster  their  growth  and  im- 
provement, and  promptly  defend  tbem  from  Indian 
aggrrssioD;  bat,  at  the  same  time,  as  a  tiiut.e,  I 
would  look  for  some  retarn  of  profit  lo  the  other 
States  of  the  Union. 

Now,  in  tbe  application  of  these  general  princi- 
ples to  the  amendment  which  has  been  proposed  by 
my  colleague  from  Sooth  Carolina,  in  the  first 
place  I  inquire  whether  his  is  a  financial  scheme  at 
all;  and  if  so,  whether  it  is  such  an  ouf  ar,  under 
tbe  relations  in  which  we  stand,  it  is  juit  and  pro- 
per for  us  to  adoptt  I  connot  but  regard  it  as  it 
respects  the  cession  under  which  we  bave  received 
these  lands.  I  will  notqaibble  about  the  terms. 
Virginia  did  certainly  cede  these  lands  to  the  United 
Stat«s,and  the  equivalent  was  the  securing  of  ceitain 
rights  lo  herself,  together  with  the  incidental  advan- 
tages which  would  grow  oat  of  the  cession  to  her- 
self and  her  sister  States.  Bnt  was  it  a  sale? 
Was  it  a  financial  agreement?  Did  sbe  reserve 
for  herself  a  fond  from  the  proceeds?  Was  it 
a  mere  aclof  cargain  and  sale?  Nothing  like  it. 
It  was  a  deed  of  boundless  liberality;  it  was  a  ces- 
sion of  all  ber  interests  in  this  vast  territory;  it  was 
an  act  in  which  sbe  sacrificed  herself  and  looked 
only  to  the  good  of  tbe  coontry.  The  present 
amendment  purports  to  be  a  "cession."  We  are 
to  give  away  l«  the  new  States  tbe  public  land. 
Bat  can  we  give  these  lands  away  as  Virginia  did? 
Is  this  Territory  ours,  as  it  was  ber»?  Not  at  ell. 
Sbe  held  it  in  fee-ample.  Sbe  held  it  in  entire 
and  absolute  properv.  It  was  ber  own;  tbe 
m'ght  do  with  it  what  she  would,  and  she  chose 
to  give  it  away.  But  we  cannot  give  it.  It  was 
hers  in  fee  ample;  it  is  oars  only  in  (rust.  Sbe  held 
it  in  ber  own  right;  we  held  it  in  right  of  others. 
She  held  it  as  proprietor,  we  hold  it  as  trustees  for 
alt  the  Sutes.  That  we  have  a  right  to  sell  the 
land,  I  have  no  doubt;  and  that,  in  ezeeution  of 
other  trusts  confided  to  us,  we  may,  in  certain 
eases,  give  portions  of  it  away,  I  do  not  deny;  but 
we  bave  no  tsoosiitaticnal  right  to  destroy  tbe  trust: 
thit  is  an  act  which  transcends  the  power  of  Con- 
grefs.  And  further,  if  we  part  with  it  under  a 
mere  colorable  sale,  it  is  an  avoidance  of  onr  high 
trust,  and  a  violation  of  the  Constltotlon.  If  we 
sell  at  all,  we  must  sell  in  good  faith,  for  a  vain- 
able  consideration,  and  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  United 
States. 

What  is  the  consideration  resetted  in  this  act  of 
cession?  It  purports  to  be  65  per  cent,  on  the  sales; 
in  other  words,  it  is  a  propoition  te  cede  36  per 
cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  to  certain 
selected  Stales.  What  consideration  for  this  35 
per  cent?  We  have  been  now  for  fifty  years  ad- 
ministering Ibis  trust,  and  we  bave  not  yet  got 
through  with  it.  It  is,  in  faet,  continually  opening 
npon  as.  There  seems  eomeihiog  magical  about 
it.  It  grows  on  08  as  we  proceed.  A  portion  of 
the  trust  estate  has  been  destroyed,  and  yet,  jost  as 
fast  as  we  bave  sold  and  consumed  it,  it  baa  in- 
creattd  upon  onr  hands.  In  proportion  a*  we  bave 
assended  in  oar  legisiation,  a  wider  bomon  hat 


opened.  At  first,  there  was  a  wall  of  Indians  and 
of  foreign  territory  all  around  us;  bat  with  every 
rolling  year  its  limits  have  been  rolled  back.  It  is 
not  now  bounded  by  tbe  Miami,  nor  by  the  Wa- 
bash, nor 'by  the  Mississippi;  no,  nor  by  the  Bo^ 
Mooniains.  Bat  my  honorable  ftiend  ben  [Mi. 
Limi]  invokes  the  Senate  to  extend  its  view  to  ihc 
month  of  tbe  Columbia  river.  We  have  not  dose 
with  this  trust,  nor  half  done  with  it:  we  baveboili 
up  an  empire,  and  yet  we  are  only  on  the  ihiedHU 
of  our  possessious.  To  show  how  little  we  have 
yet  made  by  it  in  a  financial  view,  let  me  stale  Ikai, 
from  tbs  returns  as  brought  up  to  a  very  rtoent  pe- 
riod, oar  expenses  have  exceeded  onr  gains,  we 
are  not  yet  repaid  for  the  expenses  of  the  trust:  «e 
are  more  than  five  millions  yet  in  debt.  I  speak  of 
the  whole  domain,  however  derived.  The  eodaad 
diarges  of  managing  this  propetty  have  I>mb|1IB,- 
000,000.  The  income  ftom  it  has  been  not  qaiit 
193,000,000.  Nor  is  this  difference  ifae  only  U- 
lance  against  us.  Thus  Tar,  the  sales  of  the  poUic 
lands  bave  not  reimbtirsed  the  expenses  at  their  ac- 
quisition and  preparation  for  sale.  Tbe  foUowii^ 
is  tbe  official  statement  of  the  aecotmt  eortent  of 
the  United  Slates  with  their  pobli^andt: 
Statement  of  tlie  coal  in  lie  aeguinliim  and  mait^tmemtif 
the  public  land*,  andaf  tktnetipl*  arittntfrtm  dM  tgk 
Ihtreof,  t»  the  SOth  aeptember,  1S38. 
The  whole  expenditure  under  the  head  of  Indian  DqanaMai, 
from  the  eommenoement  of  the  (Joremmeoi  u  wptesber 
30, 1838,  eo  far  u  can  be  aeeertalned  rrom  tbe  racotdi  oT  diii 
office,  amonnu  (0  .  .-  .  -t&flOjBi 

By  tbe  ceoTeniioii  of  Prance  of  the  3d 
April,  1908,  the  United  ISuiee  paid  for 
Louintnt,in«ockBndnK>nej  •  tlB^OOQ^OOD 

Iniereet  on  (he  nocli,  up  to  tfa*  time  it 
iMcame  redeemable  -  8^B29l3S3 

Bjr  the  treaty  with  Spain  of  the  23d  Fe- 
bruary, 1819,  there  wai  paid  for  the 
Florida!  the  aum  or  -     £^000,01X1- 

Intereaton  the  atock,  conalilutedperact 
of  !Mth  May,  1834,  to  provide  joi  Uie 
awaidt  of  the  commiaaionen  under 
Ihe  aaid  treaty,  up  to  the  time  it  va> 
paidotr  -  ■  -     1,«9,7SS 

Xlie  p^ymenl*  Is  tlu  Slate  of  Georm,  on  account 
of  laada  relinquiahed  to  the  Uoii^  Blaiea,  includ- 
ing the  value  of  arma  fumiahed  that  Stale, 
amooniedto  -  *       -  •     1,9H^ 

Amount  of  Miaaiaaippi  alock  taaoed  under  the  act  of 
3d  March,  1615,  aiid  redeemed  at  the  Treaaoiy, 
excloaive  of  ttie  amount  received  In  payment  of 
landa  ......     IfOBfn 

There  haa  been  paid  for  lalariea  aad  ilie  couiiiftU 
expenaea  of  the  General  Land  Office  ■     1,I3(SB 

For  aalariei  and  incidental  expenaea  of 
tin  ■eTerallandofflc«fl,outofiheprO' 
reada  of  aalea,  while  intlie  honda  o( 
the  receiver!  •     ^227,999 

For  the  aolariM  of  the  regiaien  and  ro- 
cetver%,by  worranta  on  theTieaaurer 
•ftlM  United  Statea    -  92,9(8 


For  the  aalariea  of  aurveyora-ganeral  and  ilieir 
clerfca,andof  thacommiorionera  for aetdug  land 
claima,  &c.       ......      Ifl&lU 

And  for  the  survey  of  publlclands    -  -  ■     3,MK^ 

Coal,  including  foreign  ceaainni  and  ozpanaea  of  b- 
dian<^  ......  a73^3CsSI7 

TIm  coat  io  the  acquiiiiion  and  management  of  the 
public  landa,  excluaive  of  tlie  aoma  paid  ftercea- 
aiooa  from  foreign  Goveruraenia,  and  expenaea  of 
Indian  wara,  for  which  epacUic  appropriotloaa 
were  made,  ---...    SB,CMB 

ii^sa^ie 

Heceipla  into  the  Treamjiy  from  thoHlea  of  public 
landa  le  September  30, 1838^  exeluaire  ef  i«oei|iia 
from  landa  aold  far  the  benefit  of  Indiam^  -  WKfBt^ 

TbEASUKT  DSPABTimiT, 

•    RBatsTca's  OFFtos,  Febmary  1, 1839. 

T.  L  SMTIH,] 
Non.— Tlie  recorda  of  thia  office  exhibit  no  ai 
priaiiona  for  auppreaeing  Indiao  hoatllitlea  until  1 
that  year,  the  coat  of  wara  with  tbalndiar-a  waapoMgwisf  af- 
propiiaiiona  for  tlie  Army  generally.    Tha  exnon*  of  taCn 
^^  ■■■■     -        .  .  -  — -. ~    ...       — 


loatilldea  from  lat  Jonoary,  1836,  to  3lkh 
amounu  ta<t6,232,86e  64. 

This  acooont  does  not  include  the  heavy  dit- 
bnrsements  for  Indian  wars,  which,  bwelled  by  the 
recent  enormons  expenses  in  Florida,  may  be  safe- 
ly set  down  at  forty  millions  of  dollais.  Wi& 
this  very  large  balance  standing  against  ibe'lni 
yet  in  possession  of  Ihe  United  Stales,  if  the  edee- 
lation  of  the  value  of  that  residoe  made  ty  tkr 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  be  correct,  Ae  vf 
will  not  reimburse  us,  much  less  the  65  per  « 
which  he  proposes  to  re<erve.  And  tb«a  we  i 
bave  squandered  not  only  wbaiVbqginja  mai 
other  States  gssc  as,  bat  alsa  a  large  sii^  of  i 
contributed  by  tbe  old  States  in  ihd  foraa  of  taxei 
npoB  their  citiztiis  before  the  State!  now  pnfoiei 


Jan.  1841. 


APPENDIX  TO  T^E  C0K6RE88I0NAL  OlOBE* 


«5 


iJenate. 


S6th  CoNe...M«\8T  8k88. 


Pre-tmption  Law — Mr.  Pre$tm. 


to  be  benefited  were  in  existence.  In  this  nMwt  ob- 
trioM  view  of  the  ewe,  we  give  oQt  of  tlie  Treasu- 
ry, to  •  few  favored  States,  ihiny-fire  per  crat.  of 
muy  millioM  of  dollars  collected  from  tbe  oihei 
thates.  By  tbis  operation,  Vii^ia  will  not  only 
bare  gi*en  ber  lands  but  her  money  'also.  Sbe 
wilt  bate  transferred  her  property  and  paid  a  sum 
to  those  who  take  it.  Tbe  qaaniity  of  land  pro- 
posed to  be  surrendered  by  ibis  act  of  cession  is, 
MOOldiag  to  the  report  of  Uie  select  committee,  one 
hundred  and  ftfty-fonr  millions  of  acres,  lyin^' in, 
Tarious  portions  of  the  nine  selected  Slates.  Tbir- 
ty^five  per  cent  npon  this  qaantity  is  apwards  of 
fifty  millions  of  acres,  certainly  a'  mnnificent  dona- 
tion.  The  arerage  anntial  income  from  tbe  sale  of 
pablie  lands  for  the  last  twenty  years  it  abnnt  fire 
millioiis  of  dollais.  Assuming  this  ratio,  the  an- 
naal  grant  in  money  10  these  nine  Sta'esis  more 
Iban  a  inlllion  and  a  half  of  dollars.  It  is  equal  to 
the  eirit  lift  of  those  States.  It  is  the  atsamption 
of  the  pablic  debts  of  those  States.  It  is  the  dic- 
tribation  of  the  whole  netl  proceeds  of  tbe  public 
Isolds  amongst  nine  States. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  mode  of  calenlation  by 
whioh  the  mover  of  this  amendment  brings  down 
the  Talne  of  the  public  lands  is  erroncoar;  but, 
wfaaiever  that  value  may  be,  we  have  no  power  w 
east  it  away.  One  thing  is  oenaio,  that  the  salts 
yidd  an  iocome  of  five  millions,  and  that,  in  all 
human  probability,  they  will  coniinue  to  do  so  for 
tbe  next  thirty  years.  Their  valne  for  a  sum  in 
hand,  therefore,  is  correctly  estimated  by  a  very 
obvious  process.  "Hie  annual  receipts  should 
cover  the  annual  interest,  and  provide  a  sinking 
ted  for  the  capital.  By  this  mode  of  ealculatiea, 
then,  aUowing  the  inconte  from  the 'public  lands  to 
terminate  at  Oie  end  of  thirty  years,  the  present 
valoein  hand  would  be  upwards  of  fifty  millions; 
and  tbe  propositioB  thus  reduced  results  io  a  dona- 
tioB,  {i»  fresmti,  of  seventeen  millions  of  dollars  to 
die  11^  States.  The  eagerness  manifested  by  the 
Seaaton  representing  those  States  is  natural. 
Then  is  a  grandeur  in  this  mnniSeenee  which  sub- 
dues the  imagination,  and  casts  into  shade  the  vast 
danatien  of  Virginia— differing  from  that,  too,  in 
thtF:  thai,  wbeieas  Virginia  gave  ta  all  the  Stales, 
~  hemlf  haehided,  this  proposition  gives  to  one-third 
of  the  States,  containing  lets  than  one-sixth  of  the 
population. 

That  the  average  of  the  last  tweitty  years  is  a 
jast,  or  at  least  a  sufficiently  low,  criterion  of  the 
proceeds  of  tbe  public  lands  for  the  future,  will  be 
anwRtt  linxB  the  eonsideraticn  of  the  great  in- 
crease of  the  population,  which  famishes  tbe  de- 
aaaad  for  new  lands.  The  United  Slates  now  con- 
tain 18,000,000  of  inhabitants,  an  increaxe  at  the 
rate  of  about  700,000  a  year.  The  demand  for 
aew  settlements  will  inerease  in  a  aorresponding 
ratio  with  the  population.  It  may  be  safely  put 
down  as  increasing  at  tbe  rate  of  four  per  cent. 
Experience,  heretofore,  has  shown  that  the  rate  of 
purchase  does  not  diminish,  as  the  land  has  been 
picked  and  culled;  but,  on  the  contrary,  those  lands 
which  have  been  longest  in  market  are  most  freely 
sold,  in  proportion  to  tbe  quantity  in  market.  Thus, 
lands  are  more  rapidly  taken  up  in  Ohio  than  in  Ar- 
kansas, for  the  obvious  reason  that  a  dense  popnla- 
lion  makes  inferior  land  more  valaable  in  tbe  midst 
of  it,  than  more  lertile  distric's  in  an  uninhabited 
eanntty .  There  is  but  a-million  of  acres  of  United 
States  land  now  remaining  unsold  in  Ohio,  and 
even  this  is  diminishing  with  an  accelerated  ratio. 
It  therefore  may  be  well  assumed  that  from  this 
aoweelbe  United  States  may  eojay  a  revenue  of 
five  millioBs,  tmiil  very  much  the'  largest  poriiota 
of  the  domain  within  the  nine  States  is  disposed  of, 
and  long  before  that  period  Florida,  loway,  and 
Wiakoniian  will  have  brought  iheT  contributions 
to  tbe  general  fund,  and  extended  tbe  period  of 
diis  income  to  future  generations.  Reasoning 
upon  data  known  to  be  correct,  in  thirty  years 
from  this  time  tbe  demand  for  the  public  lands  will 
be  in  pioportion  to  a  population  increasing  at  tbe 
rate  of  two  millions  a  year. 

Bat  there  are   other  srrious  objections  to  this 

amMldfflent,  and  I  invoke  the  attention  of  Senators 

from  every  quarter  of  tbe  Union  to  that  which  I 

am  now  about  to  sute.    Tbe  proposed  mode  of 

.  jjisppsiag  of  the  puUie  lands  is  altogether  and  to 


an  eaormous  extent  unequal  in  its  opcralieti<  What 
I  insist  On  is,  (hat  there  shall  be  at  any  rale  a  per- 
fect equality;  that  there  shall  not  be  discrimination 
and  bounties  in  favor  of  one .  Si  ate  and  against 
anoljier;  but  here  there  is  a  degree  of  inequality 
which,  were  there  no  other  objections,  would  be 
sufficient  to  compel  my  decided  dissent.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  cede  the  public  domain  to  each  of  the 
States  respectively  within  whose  territorial  limits 
Ihey  tie.  It  is  given  to  tbe  Slates,  not  to  individu- 
als. It  is  given  to  them,  not  as  beings  all  the  Stalest, 
bat  as  being  part  only  of  the  States  of  tbe  Union. 
Should  it  be  ceded  to  all  the  States,  it  would  be  a 
violadon  of  the  original  cession  of  the  Conslitu* 
tion,  as  the  advocates  of  this  measare  contend.  It 
is  to  be  ceded  to  the  States,  not  in  proportion  to 
their  couiribuiions  to  the  pablic  burdens,  o&in  pro- 
portion to  their  siz!  or  population,  but  simply  as 
Slates.  And  what  will  be  the  resnlt,  as  between 
one  of  the  States  and  anotheil  Ohio  eiceds  Mis- 
seari  in  population  four  to  one;  and  how  does  this 
amendment  propose  to  dislribste  the  public  lands 
bftween  these  two  States')  Tbe  share  of  Missouri 
isio  thesbareofOiiio  as  more  than  twenty-eight 
to  one,  making  the  papulation  of  Miasnuri  re- 
ceive over  the  population  of  Ohio  more  than 
one  hundred  to  one.  Can  Ohio  stand  by  and 
see  the  public  domain  given  away  in  this  pro- 
pbnioni  Nor  is  this  all;  for  tbe  one  million  of  acres 
which  Ohio  gets  is  of  lands  which  have  been  in 
market  for  laore  than  forty  years,  and  have  Iwen 
picked  and  culled  daring  all  that  time,  while  the 
thirty  millions  which  are  given  to  Missouri  consist 
of  fresh  and  fertile  lands  but  recently  sarveyed. 
Now  let  me  ask,  what  will  Virginia  geil  "She  con- 
tributes to  tbe  public  harden  six  times  as  much  a5 
Miispuri.  Missouri  is  to  get  35  per  cent,  of  thirty 
millions.  How  much  does  Virginia  get}  Nothing. 
This  is  not  thirty  millions  to  one;  it  is  thirty  mil- 
lions to  noilung.  Besides,  Ohio  has  now  pissed 
her  chrysalis  condition.  She  has  now  l>eeome  one 
of  tbe  old  States  of  the  Union.  A  million  of  acres 
is  nothing  to  ber.  But  this  amendment  gives  her 
her  divictend  bat  of  one  million  of  old  and  refose 
land,  while  it  gives  Missouri  her  dividend  of  thirty 
millions  of  new  land  of  tbe  very  best  qaality. 

Let  u«  now  loolc  a  little  at  the  operation  of  this 
selieme  in  its  details.  I  bavf  here  the  report  of  the 
learned  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands,  made  at  the 
last  session,  staging  the  quantity  of  public  lands 
within  the  various  States.  Ohio,  it  appears,  con- 
tains oite  million  of  seres  of  second,  third,  and 
fourth  rat*  lands,  while  Arkansas  lias  foriy-three 
millions  of  acres. 
Mr.SBVIBR.  Yes.  and  rich. 
Yfs,  said  Mr.  P.  Arkansas  is  rich;  and  this  is 
one  or  the  schemes  to  make  the  rich  richer,  and  the 
poor  pnorer.  Arkansas  has  forty-three  times  as 
much  of  the  pablic  land  as  Ohio;  at  the  same  lime 
Ohio  has  a  million  and  a  half  of  inhabitant.^,  while 
ArbanMS  has  one  huudrel  thousand.  Thus,  one 
hundred  ihoasand  people  are  to  t>e  benefited  at  the 
rate  of  forty-three  millions  of  acres  of  land — rich 
land,  as  the  Senator  tills  us — while  a  million  and 
a  half  of  people  in  another  State  are  beneflte  I  at 
tbe  rate  of  one  million  of  refa'e  land.  Arkansas 
is  to  get  two  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  to  each.tn- 
hahUant,  and  Ohio  ooe-'hird  of  one  aer«!  being  a 
difference  of  .six  hundred  and  forty-five  in  favor  of 
Arkansas.  Each  inhabi'ant  of  Arkanias,  therefore, 
will  g.>t  six  hundred  and  forty-five  times  as  mush 
at  raeh  inhabitant  of  Ohio.  And  to  of  the  rest. 
Michigan  has  thirty-one  millir  ns  to  Ohio's  one  mil- 
lion. Yet  she  has  less  iban  one  hundred  thousand 
inhabiianls.  The  proportions  are  enormonv.  The 
original  cession  said  that  the  avails  of  the  public  do- 
main were'io  be  shared  among  the  States  according  to 
their  several  portions  of  tbe  general  charge  an  I  ex- 
pendirare.  Yet,  here  an  inhabitant  of  Arkeoaaa  is 
to  get  six  hundred  and  forty.five  times  as  much  as 
an  inhabitant  of  Ohio;  or,  if  you  regard  the  two  as 
Stales,  one  gets  forty-three  times  as  much  as  tbe 
other. 

But  it  does  not  stop  here.-  New  States  of  the 
Union  are  selected  aa  Denefieiarie<:  are  they,  then, 
to  be  confined  to  the  avails  of  the  land  ihey  leeeivei 
Not  at  all:  after  receiving  tliai,  they  are  then 
to  come  in  and  be  common  sharers  with  tbe  rest  of 
the  Statss.    We  are  to  give  diem  idl  (heir  own 


lands,  and  a  portion  in  ours  besides !  Viigiaia  is  (e 
get  one  twenty-sixth  part  of  one-half  of  these  lands, 
and  Arkansas,  after  having  got  ber  own  tbirty-ese 
millions,  is  to  share  this  one  twenty-sixth  part  with 
Virginia.  I  should  really  hope,  if  the  lud  moat 
be  given  away,  it  will  be  at  some  rate  more  nason- 
ble  than  ihls.  Tbe  entire  quantity  of  lands  re- 
maining unsold  withip  the  States  enumerated  in  the 
Senatoc's  amendment  is  154,000,000  aereti  one- 
half  of  this  will  be  77,000,000,  one-third  is  50,- 
000,000.  And  the  bill  gives  these  50,000,000  to 
nine  States,  the  other  Slates  to  give  no  portion  of  ii. 

I  could  inn  out  ibis  illastration  yet  farther:  but 
I  refrain.  £r  peJe,  Htrculeum.  These  are  suffi- 
cient. 

Tncse  are  to  me  striking  views,  but  they  ate  not 
the  considerations  which  weigh  most  heavily  upon 
my  mind,  and  which  I  should  be  most  glad  io  see 
removed  if  ibis  amendment  is  to  be  adopted,  and  is 
ever  to  become  a  law.  In  aigniag  this  whole 
x)aestion  I  feel  the  difficulty  of  our  situation  a*  ar- 
guing against  the  wishes  and  expectations  of  thoee 
who  are  to  receive  tbe  banefii.  Tbe  nine  States 
who  are  to  get  Ibis  magnificent  donation  have  eigh- 
teen Senators  amongst  those  whom  I  am  address- 
ing, who  have,  of  couise,  a  more  direct  interest  in 
the  adoption  of  the  amendment  than  any  of  the 
rest  of  ns.  This,  of  itself,  presents  a  powerful  mo- 
tive to  secure  their  support  to  the  measare:  and 
this  fact  alone  ought  to  make  ns  pause  before  we 
baUily  adopt  the  plan.  Tbe  benefit  to  Im  granted 
is  not  common  to  us  all,  but  peculiar  to  them — ^it  is 
exclusive  as  to  u^^  They  are  to  be  benefited:  we  ate 
to  be  injured.  In  alluding  to  the  strength  of  the 
motive  here  presented  as  likely  to  band  together 
eighteen  Senators  in  support  of  this  scheme,  I 
mean  to  make  no  personal  or  ofifensive  referenoe  to 
those  Senators;  it  is  a  motive  likely  to  act  on  all 
men  placed  in  their  circnrasiances.  They  desire, 
very  naturally,  and  very  properly,  to  benefit  their 
constituenis:  and,  under  the  pressure  of  that  de- 
sire, with  such  an  opportunity  for  its  gratification, 
the  understandingevenofibe  strongest  is  very  likely 
to  be  warped  in  its  conclusions,  and  seduced  to  be- 
lieve ibai  the  measure  is  perfectly  jost  and  pro- 
per. We  mpst  entreat  geatlemen  so  siiuated,  as  I 
do  now  entreat  them,  to  raise  their  views  from  the 
immediate  interest  of  tbeir  consiittxnts  in  snoh  a 
cessioB  as  is  nov  proposed,  to  a  just  admioiuration 
of  the  sacied  trust  whioh  has  been  coafided  to  them 
for  the  benefit  of  the  entire  Union.  Is  it  right>-is 
it  just — is  it  generous— to  find  their  own  peculiar 
interest  in  bor  lo^s  and  sacrificel  I  throw  myself 
upon  them,  that  ihey  will  consider  this  rubjeet  in 
aa  enlarged  point  of  view.  Especially  do  1  wish 
Ohio  to  do  Ibis,  who  is  passing  out  of  her  state  of 
minority  and  becoming  of  ripe  age.  Will  Ohio 
consent  (bus  to  rquander  onr  common  patrimony^ 
I  put  it  to  Indiana.who  is  !>oon  about  to  become  the 
third  Stair  in  this  Union:  and  I  ask  her  whether  to 
promote  a  trsuiiient  interest  to-day,  she  will  be  wil- 
ling to  sacriGce  the  permanent  and  abiding  intwest 
of  to-morrow)  and  whether  sbe  will  lend  herself  to 
the  delusion  that  it  is  just  to  deprive  the  old  States 
of  the  inheritance  they  have  reeeived  from  onr  an- 
cestorsl 

The  an-e  idment  will  produce  a  stale  of  things  I 
earnestly  deprecate.  In  the  administration  of  this 
domain  someihiog  is  due  to  our  past  experience. 
,  We  all  remember  the  large  amount  of  debt  which 
was  once  accumulated  under  tbe  credit  systeiii  of  the 
>ale  of  ihe  public  land;;  you  lemember  that  the 
debtors  declaied  that  they  could  not  pay,  and  would 
not.  Tbe  very  same  spirit  which  prompts  men  to 
take  the  land  wiihoni  a  legal  right  prompts  them  to 
stand  out  for  the  money  tbey  ought  to  pay  for  it. 
Ciicomsiances  made  it  difficult,  perhaps  impossible 
for  them  to  pay;  and  I  well  recollect  tbe  terror  with 
which  the  politicians  of  that  day  looked  to  the 
reeultsof.such  a  state  of  things.  I  remember  with 
whit  anxietT,  not  to  say  terror,  Mr.  Monroe 
contemplated  a  debt  of  nineteen  millioas  owed 
by  one  section  of  the  Union.  Congress  looked 
with  dismay  at  the  mass  of  debt  due  from  settlers 
on  the  Lower  Mississippi;  and,  in  contemplation 
of  the  mischievons  efiects  arisiog  from  the  cre- 
dit system,  in  relation  to  the  pablic  lands^  yon 
determined  lo  alter  your  terras  of  sale;  and  it  was 
wisely  deoided  to  stiUi  is  future,  lot:  cash  alpqe. 
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B«t  if  a  SMitered  debt,  dae  from  inditidnab, 
te  as  rril  of  w>  daDgctom  a  eharaeler  aa  to  ex- 
«ite  their  terrors,  boir  ficarfal  wilt  it  bcpome  when 
iMa  detM,  Ineiead  of  being  diapecaed  among  a  num- 
ber of  iadindnal  settlerr,  is  comolidated  into  one 
«a8t,  sad  owed  by  a  aaciion  whic)t  haa  already, 
-ftoaa  lime  to  lime,  made- claim  to  an  indefeasible 
title  in  all  dua  land!  Can  yoa  collect  ill  Yon 
OBBMt  drive  Tonr  debtors  from  tbe  land.  Will 
yo«  sail  out  me  force  of  tbe  coontry — send  your 
army— 4(11  the  land  ander  them,  and  take  po^saa- 
sioB  of  it  for  tbe  United  StaletA  It  cannot  be  done. 
To  tldlTi4nal8,  in  snob  a  ease,  you  can  afford  to 
yMd,  and  make  a  eomproinise;  but  how  will  yon 
siand  when  yon  bare  made  States  your  debtotS} 
Ike  amendment  esiablishea  the  retaiion  of  debtor 
and  dcdiior  between  this  GtoTcmment  and  entire 
8mw»— witfi  neigbboriof ,  with  coniignons  States 
— widi  a  mass  of  States,  all  having  one  commcm 
interest  in  the  qnestion,  one  common  character, 
and  one  common  debt.  Do  yon  expect  from  a 
debtor  like  this  to  tolUa  yoar  debt  by  any  proceasi 
tnie  ihooght  is  idle.  I  estimate  the  honor  and 
tdeKty  of  the  Siatea  as  mneh  as  any  man;  but 
what  have  we  heard  for  the  last  few  years,  from 
Ike  other  side  of  the  Senate,  bat  wild  dennnoiation 
«f  State  extravaitanee — State  profligacy — and  tte 
dear,  blessed  people  to  be  laied  to  pay  State  debts? 
Soppoae  there  comes  a  short  crop,  or  an  Indian 
war,  or  any  other  of  the  like  coniingencies,  would 
it  notbe  o^ed  as  an  ezcose  for  not  paying  the  State 
debt?  And  wonid  yon  venmre,  under  such  cir- 
eoaistanoes,  to  call  npon  them  for  yonr  money) 
You  dare  not.  Gentlemen  have  told  yon,  in  one 
hneadi,  that  you  cannot  protect  your  lands  from  the 
aqnatters  either  by  your  tipstaves  or  by  yonr  sol- 
diers; and  in  the  very  next  breath  they  siy  yon  can 
force  whole  Siatea  to  comply  wiih  iheir  oonlraots 
by  the  power  of  the  Judiciary  I  Yonr  army  cannot 
remove  a  handful  rf  individual;,  and  jet  yoa  are 
going  to  drive  the  Slates  by  your  Judiciary !  Yon 
eannoi  turn  off  a  poor  sqnatier,  who  halt  no  sort  of 
liile,  or  evidence  or  pretence  of  title;  and  yet  yon 
arr,  by  the  most  nugatory  provicions  of  this  bill,  lo 
oust  a  citizen  of  a  State,  havinfr  a  deed  from  the 
State  in  his  pocket,  and  the  whole  State  power  in-, 
terpoted  between  him  and  yon !  Ir  a  State  shall 
declare  that  they  will  not  pay  yon,  do  yon  expect 
thatindividoals  of  that  State  willt  Qod  forbid  I 
should  ever  see  the  day  when  this  com<  s  to  be  tried, 
or  that  I  should  contribute  to  the  possibility  of  sn- 
perindnetDg  it  You  place  the  man  between  two 
Area.  The  State  tells  him  lo  hold  his  lao(';  the 
Orneral  Qovemment  orders  him  to  give  it  up.  He 
It  to  be  hang  by  the  Slate  if  he  disobeyi;  the  State 
Oovemmeni;  and  if  he  obeys  tbe  State,  then 
he  is  to  be  hong  by  the  Qeneral  Oovern- 
meat!  Yoa  never  can  enforce  yonr  contract ; 
the  Jndioiary  is  utterly  incapable  ofii.  Tbe  remedy 
which  the  amendment  provides  for  tbe  esse  is  nt- 
ttrly  inefficient.  It  is,  that  if  the  States  refute  to 
pay,  then  the  deeds  made  by  the  Siates  to  indivi- 
dnals  shall  be  vacated.  Pshaw !  Why,  as  I  have 
Mdd,  with  no  deed  at  all,  tbe  settlers  have  stood  oat 
against  yon,  and  yoh  have  been  forced  to  yield, 
over  and  over  again.  Think  yon  that,  with  a  State 
deed  to  show,  and  the  State  authority  to  shield 
them,  ihey  are  gojng  to  march  off  their  farms  at 
the  bidding  of  yonr  mar^hall  He  wnnld  be  a  br.ld 
man  who  would  carry  a  process  there.  I  say,  then, 
thai  there  is  great  danger  in  yonr  eslablisbini;  tbe 
prconiary  relation  uf  debtor  and  creditor  with  the 
Statea.  If  they  cannot  pay,  what  will  yoa  do? 
They  will  resi<t  in  masses.  -They  have  eichieen 
'  Senators  on  this  floor;  and  it  is  alrealy  their  boast 
that  in  ten  years  from  this  time  ihfy  will  hold  the 
balance  of  power,  and  that  they  will  ttki  ihe  land 
upoa  their  own  terms.  Toe  remedy  proposed  by . 
Ihe  amendment  iff  altogether  fallaciont.  It  propo!=ea 
to  divert  a  vested  right,  and  to  drive  a>man  from 
landa  that  he  has  bongbt  and  paid  for. 

Samathing  of  the  same  kind  was  once  done  by 
Coagreas,  (and  the  measure,  I  admit,  was  supported 
by  myself,  among  others,)  by  which  the  Slates  be- 
came debtors  to  this  Government  for  a  distribqtion 
of  the  sorplui  in  the  Treasnry.  And  what  has  be- 
eoma  of  yonr  debt?  Who  aska  for  it?  Who  dare 
move  aaeh  a  demand?  Have  we  not,  in  the  very 
ftea  of  this  debt  of  twenty-aix  milUoas  doe  from 


the  Siatat^  borrowed  money  Foaapply  the  wants  of 
the  Government  from  day  to  Jay?  The  Seerrtiry 
of  the  Treasnry  tells  as  of  these  tw«nty-iiz  millions 
on  deposite  with  the  Statat^  and  in  the  same  breath 
aaks  for  an  iaaae  of  five  milliona  of  Treaanry  notes ! 
A  debt  from  the  States!  The  States  cannot  pay  it: 
Ibey  will  not  pay  it;  and  we  dare  not  ask  them  for 
it.  I  would  not  give  yoa  a  groat  for  your  whole 
debt.  Some  difficulty  will  occur  ooncerning  it,  and 
you-^wiU  forgive  them  all.  Let  m  not,  then,  take 
the  first  step — let  us  not  make  debtors  of  States  too 
powerful  for  your  management.  A  contest  will 
arise,  and  if  they  are  loo  strong  for  yon,  yoa  will 
be  subjected  to  them;  and  if  yoa  are  too  strong  for 
them,  it  will  be  yet  worae,  for  they  moat  be  sab- 
jected  to  yoa. 

On  thew  groanda  I  am  opposed  to  the  scheme  of 
the  Senator  for  a  cession  of  tbe  public  lands.  I 
trust  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  promote  the  in'e- 
rest  of  the  new  States;  bat  I  am  not  willing  to  aee 
such  an  ineqpality  of  division  among  them  as  that 
one  man  shall  receive  625  acres  of  ibis  domain, 
while  another  man  xeta  but  one  acre.  I  cannot 
consent  te  establish  Ihe  relation  of  .debtor  and  cre- 
ditor with  the  States,  and  so  lose  all. 

There  is  one  other  objection  to  tbe  measure,  to 
which  I  shall  barely  allnde.  I  am  strongly  im- 
presaed  with  tbe  idea  that,  while  tbe  Old  Domi- 
nion, in  making  us  the  cession  of  her  territory, 
wisely  and  -eaotiousty  provided  that  the  benefit 
should  be  ratably  divided  among  aU  the  Stales, 
(and  therefore  among  the  Wtsiern  Statea  wiih  the 
rest,)  yet  the  main  point  of  view  in  which  that  ces- 
sion is  to  be  regarded  is  as  a  fl^Daneial  transacti  in. 
In  rrgard  to  the  proposition  for  a  distribntion  of 
the  proceeds,  commonly  known  as  the  land  bill  of 
Ihe  distingniihed  gentleman  to  my  right,  [Mr. 
CiaT,]  I  occupied  a  peculiar  position.  Aa  an  in- 
dependent proposition,  I  have  been  against  it;  but, 
in  eonneeiion  wiih  the  anrplus  revenue,  I  was  for 
it  I  waa  for  a  distribation  of  the  surpliu  revenue 
Boenmulated  in  the  Treaaary,  and  of  the  prooeedi 
of  ihe  public  lands  as  forming  a  part  of  it  We 
distributed  both  the  landed  revenae  and  that  from 
the  customs.  We  have  now  the  subject  of  the  ta- 
riff opened  again,  or  aooa  to  be  opened.  All  ques- 
tions before  as  in  regard  to  the  lands  are  compli- 
eattd  with  the  Ananeial  system  of  the  United 
States,  if  I  had  Ihe  control  of  matters,  I  would 
Het  down  five  millions  as  the  income  from  the  pub- 
lic domain,  and  I  would  ihsa  have  a  moving  scale 
of  duties  in  proportion  to  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment. But  this  is  scatcely  likely  to  be  done.  The 
tariff,  I  enppose,  will  be  fixed,  and  not  moveable, 
wiih  a  view  to  give  permanence  to  oar  great  into- 
resis.  That  they  wUl,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  per^ 
manent,  no  man,  I  think,  can  donbt.  How  the 
preoeeito  of  tbe  public  lands  are  to  be  adjusted  is  a 
different  qoeslion.  I  think  they  should  be  adjust- 
ed contemporaneously  with  the  tariff,  or  elae  sua- 
pended  till  tbe  tariff  is  settled. 

I  cannot  bat  regard  tbe  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
tbe  public  lands  as  a  portion,  and  a  very  important 
ponton,  of  the  public  revf  aue  at  all  limas,  but  more 
especially  now,  wben  there  is  a  public  debt  actual- 
ly existing,  and  a  proposition  t>efore  Congress  to 
increase  it  One  of  the  peculiar  purposes  to  which 
the  old  Congress  appropriated  tbe  income  of  the 
public  landa  was  tbe  payment  of  the  national  debt 
We  have,  at  this  moment,  an  acknowledged  debt 
of  near  five  millions.  The  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury demands  an  increase  of  five  millions  to  meet 
'pressing  emergencies;  and  no  one  doubts  that, 
in  deferred  payments,  in  existing  charges, 
in  unsettled  balanc^,  and  unadjusted  claim!>, 
there  are  five  millions  niore  oatiianding. 
Thus,  on  the  4'h  March  next,  there  will  be  a 
national  debt  of  fifteen  millions.  This  is  no  lima 
to  give  away  any  portion  of  onr  incojae,  neither  to 
all  the  Statea  nor  to  a  portion  of  them — neither  to 
twenty-six  States  nor  to  nine.  If  these  proceeds 
are  to  be  abatracted  ftom  the  general  Treasury,  it 
were  manifestly  best  that  they  should  be  disposed 
of  to  tbe  Siatea  generally.  That  would  be  an  ap- 
proximation iv  justice  and  eqaiiy;  but  the  higbeit 
justice  and  equi  y— the  meat  honest  and  obvious 
performance  of  oar  troat— ia  to  apply  iheae  fands 
to  ibe  payment  of  the  national  debt 

The  (rovoaiiioa  of  the  Senator  from  MiMoari, 


to  appropn'aie- these  procesda  to  the  Navy  ami  the 
public  expenses,  it  conceived  in  ao  high  a  a^ril 
that  it  is  well  cakmlated  to  enliat  oar  aympaibiaa 
and  captivate  the  imagination.  I  heartily  cooear 
with  him  in  his  estimate  of  the  propriety  of  Mac 
some  hing  (br  the  Navy.  That  importaat  braaeh 
of  the  pabKe  service  haa  been  loo  mneh  negleoied. 
It  meril«,at  all  times,  the  highest  conaideraiioa. 
Ita  aetaal  condition  exacts  our  most  anxiotu  atten- 
tion. Its  glory  and  its  asefalaesa  cannot  be  too 
highly  estimatad,  and  I  fear  it  has  fallen  into  great 
dilapidation.  It  might  be  invidions  to  inqnira  how 
this  diastrons  condition  haa  been  soparindaeeJ,  bM 
it  is  due  to  our  most  predoos  recolleetitma— 1«  ow 
highest  interests— to  all  thi t  pride  and  patriotism 
can  enforce — that  it  continue  no  lenger<  That 
Administrathm  which  shall  build  up  the  Navy,  re- 
invigorate  in  energies,  and  revive  and  atimolati  ta 
wonted  spirit,  will  deserve  the  eiemal  gratiiada  of 
the  coontry.  As  far  as  the  public  parse  can  oontti* 
bate  to  this,  I  woold  not  circumscribe  cmr  appro> 
prialions  to  any  special  fond.  If  there  be  any  one 
thing  amongst  as  which  may  be  called  aa«>iUl,it 
is  the  Navy.  I  woald  not  limit  it  to  any  aiuii, 
however  ample.  Its  only  limitation  ahoald  be,  tbe 
capacity  of  our  commercial  marine  to  man  it,  «m1 
up  to  that  full  extent  I  would  enable  it  to  be  pM- 
aent  with  onr  commerce  in  the  four  quaneia  of  tba 
world,  equipped  and  inspirited  to  protect  it  and  ow 
honor  against  all  opponeata. 

TnaesDAV,  January  IC,  1641. 

The  bill  to  esubli^  a  permanent  pra^eetira 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  aetUeta  on  the  pab* 
Ht  landv,  wbo  shall  inhabit  and  enltivate  Ihe  aaaw, 
and  raise  a  log 'cabin  thereon,  being  Ihe  apoeial  or- 
der of  the  day,  was  taken  up,  the  questioa  being 
on  the  proposition  by  Mr.  CanraaDaa  to  leooat- 
mit  the  bill,  with  instncilons  to  report  a  bill  to  dia» 
tribute  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  tbe  paMie  lands 
among  the  States,  which  Mr.  CALHOtm  offered  to 
amend,  by  snbstitnting  a  bill  to  cede  the  phUie 
lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  upon  oectaiB 
eoaditions. 

Mr.  SBVIER  said  he  knew  of  no  poKtieid  fans- 
tion,  except  it  were  a  question  involving  natioaal 
or  Stale  honor,  or  a  questioa  of  war  with  a  foteifB 
power,  in  which  his  constimenta  felt  an  intemt  aa 
deep  and  universal,  as  they  do  in  a  just,  apcedy, 
and  final  disposition  of  the  pnblie  lands. 

la  the  adjustment  of  Ibis  great  quastion,  they'd^ 
sire  what  is  just  and  liberal,  and  nothing  men; 
and  they  will  never  be  satisfied,  as  they  ought  not 
t«  be,  wiih  any  settlement  of  it  which  falls  ^drt  of 
ample  justice  and  great  liberality.  Senators  from 
the  old  States  have  had  the  pewer,  and  yet  have 
the  power,  to  vote  down  every  reasonable  propcai- 
tion  upon  this  subject,  as  they  have  firvqaently  dc«a 
from  time  to  time  for  the  last  half  century.  Bat, 
thank  God,  selfishness,  and  avarice,  and  injoMioe, 
like  all  things  else  on  earth,  have  a  terminatioB ! 
Human  extortion  and  annoyance,  either  individaal- 
ly  or  by  States,  in  tbe  wise  dispensations  of  a  mer- 
ciful Providence,  cannot  last  forever  I  What  in- 
fluence a  sense  of  justice,  in  conflict  with  peeaniary 
interest,  or  a  knowledge  of  what  tfie  fatare  wiU 
inevitably  bring  lo  f  ass,  may  no#  have  npon  Ihe 
minds  of  Senators  representing  the  old  Statoa,  will 
be  determined  by  their  votea  npon  the  propoaitioa 
now  before  the  Senate.  Ten  years  hence,  after  the 
next  eensos,  should  a  settlement  of  Ibis  qaestiea  be 
so  long  deferred,  and  sfaoald  we  at  that  time  bare 
no  traitors  in  our  garrison  to  betray  as,  it  wHI  be 
a  matter  of  alight  concern  with  us,  farther  than  to 
have,  what  would  be  at  all  times  desirable,  the 
friendship,  good  will,  and  co-operation  of  <Mir 
brethren,  whether  the  Senators  from  Ihe  eld  Statea 
are  willing  lo  settle  the  land  qaeation  or  not  We 
ahall  then  have  the  poiTer,  and  we  shall  then  aacr- 
cise  it,  too,  of  disposing  of  this  great  qaeation  to 
salt  onraelves.  And  when  tbat  settlement  lakaa 
place,  we  shall  ^ear  no  more  of  tbia  Qoremmcat 
peddling  in  town  sites  and  town  tots;  no  more  of  the 
relationship  of  fSsderal  landlord  and  tenant,  In  lead 
otinea,  salt  springs,  and  Indian  reaervatiou; 
no  more  of  penal  statutes  prohibitbq;  emigralioti 
and  settlement  upon  the  pnblie  lands;  no  mtM*  of 
suits  of  trespass  or  ejectment;  nor  of  onr  lllimtteaa 
nmft  cnuading  ander  yonr  omIh«,  net  agaiMI  ttw 
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oacmiOT  of  the  coaatry,  bni  »giiDst  oar  own  flesh 
and  blood;  and  aoqairiDg  disUneiioo,  not  on  the 
battle  field,  bnc  by  borning  down'  the  dwellings, 
eaUiag  down  the  crops,  and  dri?iag  into  the  woods 
to  starve,  or  perUh  by  rxposnre,  unarmed,  inoffen- 
sive and  harmless  ciiizent  of  tbe  tTnitcd  Slates, 
with  their  helpless  families !  We  shall  tbra  bear 
no  more  of  these  enormities,  nor  of  tbe  ihoosand 
other  vexations  wh.eb  the  frontier  settler  ba^  bkd  to 
bear,  withoat  remedy  or  redress — witbnot  daring  to 
complain,  lest  he  shoold  be  denonnced  as  nnman- 
n*rly,  impouent,  impertinent,  a  bandit  or  robber 
We  coall  then  bare  the  power,  and  shall  find,  when 
that  bkssed  day  shall  arrive,  io  politics  as  in  war, 
that  a  bomb  shell  or  cannon  ball  flung  into  the 
ojunp  of  tbe  weaker  party,  will  have  the  osual 
happy  effect  of  hastening  negotiations,  and 
of  settling  rapidly,  and  to  every  body's  most 
perfect  satisfaction,  knotty  points  of  dispute 
between  as  of  loitg  standing.  Ton,  sir,  have 
read  the  history  of  the  last  days  ef  Napoleon. 
Had  he  been  satisfied,  in  bis  first  reverses,  with  the 
empire  and  with  France,  sn  beir  of  his,  in  all  pro- 
bability, this  dav  wdnld  be  seated  on  the  throne  of 
the  Preach.  He  wanted  more-,  be  wanted  pro- 
viooe^  and  vassals  and  income,  and  in  striving  to. 
retain  Ihent,  lost  all.  Profit,  sir,  by  the  lessors  of^ 
history;  for  men  and  things  are  tl«  same  in  every 
age  and  circle  of  tbeglobi-.  Will  you,  sir,  profit 
w  these  reflcction^t  Will  Senators  from  the  old 
Cmies  profit  by  these  reflections,  and  come  to  a  fair 
adjustment  of  this  great  interest,  in  a  spirit  of 
btotberly  love  and  geneioas  magnanimity,  of  which 
we  heaf  so  mush  and  see  so  liitlel  If  sn,  I,  for 
oo«,  will  proffli<e  tbem  a  pardon  for  tbe  past,  and 
love  and  eoofidenoe  /or  the  future.  But,  sir,  I  feel 
no  sDuch  consolation.  I  feel  that  the  sordid  con- 
siderations of  money,  money  which  the^  col- 
led from  others  than  their  own  constituents, 
will  be  found  loo  powerfal  with  them  for  any  pa- 
triotic sacrifices  which  would  give  qaiet,  peace  and 
Itarmony  to  every  member  of  the  Confederacy. 
Th«y  now  have  the  power  to  prevent  our  emanci- 
pation, and  ihey  now  calculate  ihat  their  strength 
will  increase  in  an  equal  ratio  with  oars.  Toey 
e^ralate  as  the  West,  the  Norlhwejt,  and  South 
(iv*  new  States  tc  the  Union,  that  new  States  will 
baoome  old  in  inttrest,  and  joia  them  as  allies  in 
ploiidering  the  balance.  Alieady  they  consider 
Otiio  and  Indiana  as  belonging  to  them.  And 
hence  we  fiad,  wiih  the  exceptions  of  my  friend 
from  Sooth  Carolint^  [Mr.  Calhoon,]  of  my  friends 
from  New  Hampshire,  and  a  few  other  generoas, 
lofty  qtiriied  Democrats  from  the  old  States,  who 
have  stood  by  as  heretofore,  and  who  stand  by  as 
now,  tbe  old,  inveterate  aad  aneompromising  op. 
MMiiion  to  evary  land  measure  desired  by  the  new 
States.  Aad  what  are  these  mrasores,  and  why 
are  thtj  opposed?  Tbere  are  three  of  them  now 
before  as.  Tbe  first,  the  pre-emption  bill;  the  se- 
eoad,  the  distribalioa  bill;  aad  the  third,  the  ees- 
joonbill. 

Ite  pre-eaiption  bill  proposes  to  aadiorizi  any 
ciliaea  of  Ihe  Uaiisd  Stales  to  give  one  dollar  and 
twrntf-in  earns  an  ac»e,  (or  oae  bandred  aad  six- 
•f  wtca  of  land,  provided  he  will  improve  aad  enl- 
tivaia'  it.  The  (irieads  of  this  bill  support  it  with  a 
wlew  of  prcttctiag  the  labor  of  the  poor  awaagaiast 
ivealihy  lead  speoolatora.  They  allege,  and  prove 
it  hr  ofleial  doenments,  ihat  land  sold  at  aaeiioa, 
s»ad  wiUKWt  a  pre-eaintion  right,  yields  V>  ihe  Oo- 
-vwrMBsnt  bat  two  or  three  eenisaa  acre  more  ihaa 
tlw  pK-eaiptioaer  pays;  aad  as  the  loss  to  the  Go- 
^rcfaaMat  is  so  trifling  and  as  protection  to  the  set- 
derls  so  important  to  him,  as  well  ai  to  the  State 
an  wWoh  he  resides,  dtey  urge  the  passage  of  this ' 
bell.  Oaring  the  last  forty  years,  we  are  told, 
S'Bd  truly,  that  several  pre-emption  laws  have 
■pamti,  bu  all  of  them  retrospective,  and  appl^ 
4«Ua  •«%  to  scalers  oa  the  poblie  land,  at  the 
timtf,  or  prior  xa  the  passage  of  those  aeis. 
Aad  soeh  bills  of  late  years  have  been 
mpffmA,  on  the  groand,  among  other  reasons, 
of  their  anoonstitntionality;  because  it  was  said  to 
tee  a  law  lacking  aniformiiy;  beeause  it  granted 
privileges  only  to  certain  citisens  of  particular 
aftates,  aad  not  to  all  the  citisens  of  all  the  States. 
Voobviale  this  objection,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
•«ve  the  troaUs  of  eonsiaat  applieaiioai  tot  Ifas 
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pauags  of  such  laws;  and  to  save  the  time  and  ex- 
pense of  Congress  in  passing  such  laws;  and  la'«t- 
ly  to  obviate  the  consiitatiiinal  scrapl**  of  very 
conscientious  gentlemen,  th€'  friends  of  the  mea- 
sure bave-proposed  tbii  bill,  which  is  of  a  prttpte- 
<iM  character,  extending  to  ibe  citizens  of  all  the 
States  tbe  same  rights  and  privileges  that  former 
pre  emptioa  laws  coaferred  to  certain  eitisens  of 
particatar  States.  With  tbe  single  exc*ption  of  its 
protpectiii;  feature,  it  is  precisely  tbe  same  bill 
which  has  been  passed  fk%qoently,at  diffeieut  limes, 
for  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years. 

This  is  the  pre-emption  bill,  sir.  1  have  given 
jreu,  in  a  few  words,  i's  U ngth,  and  depth,  and 
breadth,  and  a  few  of  the  reasons  which  infloencc 
lis  friends  to  support  it.  Its  passage  is  opposed  by 
gentlemen  for  sundry  reasons,  some  of  which 
are  avoved,  and  some  of  them  concealed;  and  by 
all  of  its  opponents  it  is  opposed  for  the  same  rea- 
sons, whether  avowed  or  concealed. 

One  of  the  main  reasons,  though  not  avowed, 
for  opposlitg  the  pre-emption  bill,  is  to  prevent  tbe 
/emigration  to,  and  the  settlement  and  improvement 
'  of  the  new  States.    The  wealthy  of  tbe  old  Slates 
dc4ire  to  retain  their  poor  ettizeos  among  them  for 
what  they  call  operatives,  (that,  I  think,  is  th^ir  po. 
'  lite  term  for  the  class  I  allnde  to,)  for  (he  purpose  of 
'  working  on  their  farms  and  in  their  shops  and  fac- 
'  lories;  and  by  so  doing  to  keep  doa-n  the  price  of 
labour  by  insreasing  the  demand  for  employmeot. 
They  oppose  it  because  they  Imtgine  that'  such  a 
bill  is  calculated  to  keep  down  the  priee  of  land  in 
the  new  Stales,  and  in  that  reduction  they  ima- 
gine emigration  will  be  successfully  cnaonrgai;ed; 
that  Ibe  poor  vill  then  become  elevated  in  condi* 
tioo;  that  laborers  will  become  scarce  among  >heffl; 
that  the  pace  of  labor  will  increase,  and  that  by 
such  a  process  the  value  of  their  real  estate  will 
be  affected  and  diminished.    This  wealthy  clas4 
have  now,  as  they  ever  have  had,  their  representa- 
t'ves  in  this  chamber. 

Tbe  politicians  of  the  old  Slates  (always  except- 
ing my  Democraiic  friends  I  have  before  alluded 
to,)  oppose  this  bill  becaose  they  are  jealous  of  the 
rapvd  growth  of  the  new  States,  and  f<ar  a  loss  of 
political  power  aiKl  consrqoeace;  and  therefore', 
considering  this  bill,  as  ihey  do,  as  a  temptation  to 
emigration,  and  as  leading  u  a  los«  of  political 
power,  Ihey  oppose  it.  To  keep  these  people  on 
their  muster  roll,  that  they  may  be  counted  in  tbe 
cett<  us,  they  would  sooner  see  them  in  poverty, 
rags,  and  misery  in  their  country,  than  rich,  happy, 
and  prosperous  in  ours.  Their  reasons  for  oppios- 
ing  ttii  bill  are  well  understood  in  the  new  States, 
sad  thaak  God,  proper  y  appreciated,  "nils  is  not 
alL  Tbe  old  States  want  tbe  land  in  tbe  new  to 
'bring  the  highest  passible  priee,  Ihat  they  may  have 
'  annually  more  money  packed  over  the  mouaiain^ 
to  be  spent  among  tbem  on  their  wharves,  lixht 
houses,  buoys,  ana  breakwaters,  and  tbe  Lord 
kaows  what;  not  satisfied  in  placing  oa  our  shoul- 
ders a  protective  tariff  oa  the  necessaries  of  life  for 
their  benefit,  we  must  also  be  saddled  wiih  a  high 
land  tariff,  a  sort  of  English  corn  law,  that  they 
may  thrive  and  fatten  at  oar  expense;  and,  most 
generoas  souls !  arhen  they  were  kind  enoagh  to 
laodlty  the  ttriff  in  1839,  to  save  the  Union,  a  re- 
doeiioa,  at  that  time,  of  the  land  reveancjaever 
enttted  into  their  imaginations,  no,  never.  These, 
Mr.  President,  are  some  of  the  cMiMsisd  reasons  for 
opposing  the  pre-emption  bill.  I  will  now  eenti  !er 
a  few  of  those  which  have  been  avowed. 

The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Mim- 
aoM]  objeett  to  the  passage  of  this  bill,  because,  be 
says,  pre-emptioaers  are  an  unworthy  class,  a  law- 
less banditti!  His  idea  of  the  settlers  upon  the 
public  lands  in  the  new  States,  is  that  Ihey  arn  a 
sort  of  North  Carolina  blue  beards,  who  are  ragged, 
dir^r,  brawling,  browbeating  montiers,  six  feet 
high,  whose  vocation  is  robbing,  drinking,  fighting, 
aad  terrrifying  every  peaceable  man  in  the  aommn- 
Bity. 

MUMANOUM  here  rose  to  explain,  and  said 
he  referred  to  mUau. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  he  had  not  so  nndeistood 
the  Senator,  but  no  laattcr,  Ihey  are  all  Qod's 
ereatures,  and  a  portion  of  them  are  his  constitu- 
ents. This  is  Ihe  idea  he  has  of  tbem;  but  now,  sir, 
no  dcscripiioB  on  earthis  futberfton  Uwiiath  iIub 


the  one  be  has  given  of  them.  On  ibeeontrary,  sir,  the 
settlers  upon  the  public  lands,  constitute  tlw  best 
patt  of  the  popula'ion  of  alt  the  new  Siate»;  aad 
that  is  saying  a  good  deal  for  them.  It  is  saying 
that  ihey  constitute  the  best  portion  of  Ihe  population 
of  the  Unil«-I  States;  and  taat  is  ''aying  a  good  deal 
for  them.  Sir,  I  never  was  in  Europe,  and  never 
intend  to  be,  and  therefore  am  nnable  to  ceatrast 
the  settlers  upon  the  public  lands,  with  Ihe  better 
aart  of  the  population  of  the  old  world  Bat,  sir, 
I  havi  been  in  North  OaioUua.  I  wa^  bern  and 
lived  in  tight  of  Buncomb;  from -the  door  of  tlM 
house  of  my  nitiyity,  thoa'h  in  a  different  Sttts, 
I  could  look  out  and  see  the  high  blue  moimtaias 
of  ihit  celebrated  c'^uniry.  I  knew,  in  Ihe  early  " 
years  of  my  life,  many  of  its  inhabitants.  I  have 
since  been  in  Wilmington,  lbs  seapcr.  oily  of  that 
State,  and  have  travelled  throtigh  tbe  turpentine 
region,  which  I  understand  is  the  best  part  of  the 
Stale;  1  have  met  with  her  citizens  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  mast  willingly  bear  testimony  to  their 
worth  and  viitues.  And  yet, sir,  I  assure  the  Se- 
nator that  I  «hould  not  binsh,  or  dread  a  compari- 
son of  my  constituen's'  upon  the  public  lands,  with 
tbe  best  bis  S:ate  offers,  by  any  standard  of  virine, 
intelligence  or  worth,  which  be  or  others  eonld 
suggest.  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  said  about  the 
settlers  upon  the  poblie  lands.  This  Is  not  alL  1 
have  seen  written  descriptions  of  the  emigrants  to 
tbe  new  States,  and  only  tbe  other  day  I  met  widi' 
a  description  of  them,  which  will,  I  dare  say,  whether 
he  considers  it  poetry  or  pr<>se,  afford  him  some 
amusement,  if  not  instructian.  Tbe  extract  is  taken 
from  Hall's  Magazine.    He  says: 

"nm  In  order,  as  lie  iaalvrtynflrat  when  apcculaiionu  eon- 
caniacLcamnlhelianlj,  eaurpriaing  New  Eoglaoder.  Of  all 
the  emicnnta  to  the  Weei,  Brother  Jonuhu  ajoae  koowa 
whereheiagouzlo— ihechetqieatinodeorti»«*l,  and  what  he 
iagoiog  to  do  Xrnea  he  geia  there;  ha  alone  baa  read  the  pre- 
emption lawa^  and  ttoowa  what  aum  he  muat  take  wlih  him,  or 
notloM  In  the  way  of  trade,  to  secure  a  home  in  ihi  wUdemeaa. 
Already,  belbre  he  ge(a  there,  he  converaea  fluently  at)out  Taogae, 
lownnipa,  and  aeetlona,  faaa  aacertained  the  Dumber  ofacraa  m 
each  aubdiTlaioa.the  aUoimi  leaarrad  forachoola,  and  is  rndy 
onhiaarriTalio  atrailbimaalforbienewpo^in."  , 

"Behind  the  real,  aoroe  diaianea  in  the  rear,  cornea  Um  tooa- 
aoffle  looking  coiiple  from  old  tfvrth  Carolina.  They  bed  aTi<< 
dently,  from  their  appaaraee,  ventured  their  all,  each  aa  ii  waa, 
upon  the  entsrpriaa.  An  old  one  horse  tumbril,  with  two  hig!h 
creaking  wheala,  and  an  old  atore  box  for  a  body— drawn  by  a 
lean  pony  of  tbe  preceding  ganecation,  cooatiiulad  their  mod* 
of  conveyance.  A  bed,  aaplnoing  wheel,  a  pnir  of  cafda,  a  bag 
of  dve  inifl;  and  a  few  hanka  of  copporaa  celorad  conon,  with 
aix  uakly  loakins  chlldran,  made  up  their  aiock  in  tnd*.  A« 
they  anovad  riowly  aloai,  ihe  man  walking  belore,  and  the  wife 
behioi^  the  tumbril,  iheir  " 


Ii;an 
which  stood 


pony  occaaionally  aiopplng  u> 
by  the  war,  It  waa  evident  to  i 


crop  the  ull  i 

all  who  aaw  Ihem,  tbat  they  had  loogatoae  arrlTed  at  thatlarm 
of  life  which  lbema<laualeaUutledlo,  wboniairiadUiem,wtMa 
he  said  "Mltrfor  item." 

Well,  now,  sir,  if  the  Senator  is  ashamed  of  his 
o!d  aeighbors  and  frienils,  who  probably  have 
stood  by  him  in  many  a  hard  fought  political  baule, 
I  assare  the  Senator  ih>t  I  am  not.  They  are  a 
good  sort  of  people,  and  I  wibh  we.  had  more  of 
them  among  us.  I  hai  expected  the  Senator 
would  back  these  friends  of  his,  and  da  something 
for  them,  give  them  at  least  a  pre-emption,  if  not 
a  donation  of  land,  to  support  the  wife  and  the 

floor  little  sickly  creatures,  as  well  as  the  lean  bat 
ai^ul  pony.  Bat  it  teems  that  I  have  mistaken 
the  man,  and  I  am  sorry  for  it. 

The  Sienator  objects  to  this  bill  for  uother  rea- 
son. He  says  that  thi<  bill  allows  more  dian  one 
pre-emption.  Well,  suppose  it  did.  Suppose  it 
allowed]  the  settler  to  pay  for  every  ntMe  he 
fonnd  vacant  and  imimproved,  on  which  be  shonld 
build  a  habitation  and  cultivate;  is  there  any  very 
great  oatrage  in  tbail  If  a  poor  man  settles  upon, 
improves,  and  pays  for  one  tract  of  land,  aad  Iw 
should  afterwards  sell  it,  what  harm  is  there  ia 
letting  him  settle  and  fmprove  and  pay  for  an- 
other quarter  section  of  landl  I  can  well  imagine, 
it  might  be  to  bis  advantage  to  pursue  such  a 
course — I  can  well  imagine,  there  might  be  cases 
where  it  migfat  require,  as  in  the  case  ot  the  emi- 
grant from  North  Carolina,  I  have  already  re* 
ferred  to,  some  two  or  three  removalt^  before  he 
would  find  himself  in  a  condition  to  siii^  comforta- 
bly. Such  an  indulgence  is  calculated  to  en- 
courage industry  and  enterprise,  and  to  improve 
both  Ihe  sute  and  condition  of  the  setilei^  and, 

I  at  the  same  time,  to  get  rid,  for  a  valuable  omsi- 
deration,  of  that  most  odious  of  all  moiiopolies,  a 
moBopo^ofthepikbUe  land,  b/ liie  great  mm  is** 
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fating  pvaer,  the  Oeoeral  G^  vernmeDL  I  think 
fuch  iDdulgenre  light  and  proper.  Bat  the  Senate 
think  oihetwise,  and  hare  already  obriated  the 
Senator's  objection.  He  is  riolenily  opposed  to 
*MlJ  ;ach  indulgence.  He  says,  one  of  oor  West- 
'era  bnnters  can  travel  wiihom  difficalty,  the  whole 
of  onr  frontier,  from  the  St.  Peters  lo  the  Kia- 
michie  or  Red  river,  and  be  ^ble  to  select,  and  lo 
tquat  ufm,  and  locate,  the  very  best  tract  of  land 
OD  the-vhole  routs !  What  unparalleled  monstrosity 
He  would  not  only  nrt  permit  sach  a  fellow,  with 
his  fl,Bp  and  leggins  on,  to  have  a  tract  of  land, 
even  if  he  could  sell  bear  meat  and  peltries  enough 
-to  |>ay  for  it.  No;  not  he.  He  would  not  even 
permit  him  to  camp  upon  the  public  lands  for  a 
single  night,  lest  i-ucb  abomination  would  pollute 
eveii  the  soil  itself  on  which  he  slept.  He  would 
remove  bim  forthwith  from  the  public  lands. 
Npt  however  with  the  militia  1  Ob,  no,  sir.  Mr. 
Poinsett,  you  know,  Mr.  President,  gave  us  some 
ttonble  about  the  miliiia  bill,  of  which,  peibaps, 
the  honorable  Senator  bas  heard  sumetbiog — and 
the  Senator  is  rather  too  smart  to  be  caught  tinker- 
ing with  men  in  uniform.  He  would  send  a  con- 
stable to  lemove  bim  with  his  warrant  and  staff  of 
office  !  Would  his  constable  succeed}  Ob,  yes ! 
quite  likely— quite  likely,  sir.  Friendly  persua- 
sion often  effects  what  force  would  fail  to  accom- 
plish, and  it  has  been  said,  that  a  poor  man,  is 
Anyextremitio!:,  when  forsaken  by  the  world,  can 
safely  count  upon  two  friend.',  two  inseparable 
companions,  tkat  will  nevef  de<!ert  bim:  bis  dog  is 
one,  and  the  constable  is  the  other. 

The  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  HtTHTiNO. 
ton]  also  objects  to  the  passage  of  this  bill.  He 
cannot  bear  the  idea  of  a  poor  man  having  the  pri- 
vilege of  enteiiog  by  pre-emption,  a  bundrM  and 
sixty  acres  of  HcA  land.  Becaas<:,  the  brute  may 
have  the  audacity  to  select  a  spot  of  land  where 
there  may  be  vattr  priviUgtt ! — water  privileges ! 
Why,  sir,  he  loses  the  equanimity  of  hi*  temper  at 
tlie  thought  that  a  poor  devil  make  s'akehis  thirst 
^y  dtinkJQg  from  a  spring  of  pare  water,  or  of 
hiying  a  tub-mill  to  grind  meal  for  his  family. 
Water  privileges !  I  have  heard  of  this  objection 
before,  but  never  heard  of  it  without  Cteling  as 
though  I  had  swallowed  a  dose  of  tartar  emetic  or 
ipecacuanha.  All  (be  Senators  who  oppose  this 
bill,  represent  it  as  a  revival  of  the  credit  lyttetn  Yes, 
sir,  credit  system  !  and  upon  that  hypothesis,  they 
have  favored  us  with  some  learned  discourses  upon 
the  evils  of  the  credit  system.  Sir,  when  I  heard 
these  elcqnent  harangues,  coming  from  a  certain 
quarter  of  this  chamber,  I  felt  something  like  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  ClaT]  did,  on  bis  re- 
turn from  Richmond,  a  year  or  so  ago;  when  he 
wished  to  express  his  surprise  at  something  be 
heard  in  this  chamber,  he  exclaimed,  "Where  am 
I,  Mr.  Pre.'ideni1  Am  I  in  the  Senate  cbamber,  or 
»oii  Do  I  see  yon,  Mr.  President,  or  not?  Is  that 
the  chandelier  I  see  theie,  or  not?  Is  that  the  pic- 
ture of  the  father  of  his  ooantry  which  I  see  sus- 
pended over  you,  or  noil"  He  could  not  have  been 
more  surprised  on  that  occasion,  than  I  have  been 
at  the  philipics  and  tirades  of  certain  honorable 
Senators  against  the  credit  system — some  of  them 
the  advocates  of  the  reception,  for  dues  to  the  Oo- 
vcmment,  of  the  paper  of  broken,  suspended,  and 
noE-^pecie-paying  banks — and  all  of  them  the  ad- 
vocates of  deposiiing  the  revenues  of  the  General 
Government  with  the  Stales !  The  credit  system, 
indeed  I  Sir,  all  their  fears  are  without  founda- 
tion. We  propose  to  sell  no  land  by  this  bill,  or 
any  other,  upon  credit.  We  do  not  propose  to 
part  from  our  land  without  the  cash.  It  is  true,  we 
propose  to  delay  the  sales  of  the  lands,  to  which 
there  are  pre-emption  claims,  for  twelve  months, 
except  it  should  be  thought  advisable  to  sell  the 
land  at  an  earlier  day;  and  of  that  matter,  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  i*  the  sole  judge; 
and  whenever  it  is  sold,  the  cash  must  come.  It  is 
'merely  a  question  between  Mycb  and  May,  and 
June  and  September.  The  pre-emption  bill  may 
hasten,  but,  in  no  event,  can  it  retard  the  Fale<;  and 
whenever  it  is  wild,  lo-day,  to-morrow,  six  or 
twelve  months  hence,  the  money  mui^t  be  paid 
down  or  the  claim  is  forfeited,  and  is  subject  to  be 
•old  to  any  one  who  will  boy  it. 

Another  objection  to  the  pasMge  of  the  bill  ii 


tha(.settlers  upon  the  unsurveyed  lands  are  placed 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  those  residing  upon  the 
surveyed  lands.  llKse  settlers  have  always  bein 
upon  an  equality,  and  they  ought  to  be  upon  an 
equality.  If  the  land;  are  not  surveyed,  it  is  our 
fault,  and  no  fault  of  theirs;  and  if  you  are  deter- 
mined to  cripple  our  Stales  in  this  manner,  you  have 
only  to  refuse,  as  yon  have  the  power  to  do,  lo 
pass  the  appropriations  to  carry  on  (be  public  su'- 
veys,  and  you  accompli^h  your  purpose.  Ysu  sur- 
vey when  and  where  you  please,  and  are  not  miiie 
ia  the  habit  of  coosuliing  the  wishes  of  the  settlers 
upon  this  than  upon  any  other  question — that  is  to 
say,  sir,  they  are  never  consulted  by  you  upon  any 
subject. 

Sir,  I  do  not  desire  to  be  tedious,  and  must  now 
pass  on  to  the  other  bills  under  consideration,  which 
are  offered  as  substitutes  for  the  original  bill.  The 
nexrbill  in  order  is  the  dislnbotiin  bill.  Well, 
sir,  I  am  not  going  to  discuss  this  bill  at  this  time, 
if  I  ever  do.  I  made  a  speech  ^gainst  such  a  pro- 
position twelve  months  sgo,  and  am  not  dispos^  to 
repeal  bow  what  I  said  on  that  orca.'tion;  and  espe- 
cially as  I  have  b  en  anticipated  by  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bbnton  ]  He,  tir,  for  Ibis 
session  at  least,  has  aiven  this  bill  its  death  blow — 
it  has  fallen  dead  under  his  Herculean  blows — he 
has  demolished  it,  killed  it,  murdered  it;  and  I  have 
no  disposition  to  take  up  the  time  of  ihe  Senate  in 
mingling  the  carcase  of  tin  deceased. 

I  was  glad,  howuver,  to  find,  from  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  that  the  Senator  from  South  Caiolina 
[Mr.  Aucstoh]  intended  to  vote  against  the  distri- 
bution bill,  because  he  considered  it  inexpedient 
and  unconstitutional.  There  is  some  consolation  in 
lbs,  sir;  for  at  a  future  day  we  may  need  his  ser- 
vices in  resisting '  the  passage  of  this  identical 
bill. 
.  Tbe  next  bill  whic't  i$  proposed  as  a  substitute, 
is  tbe  cession  bill.  This  bill  proposes  to  cede  the 
public  lands  to  the  Slates  in  which  they  lie,  on  cer- 
tain conditions.  Taking  the  cession,  as  qualified  by 
Ihe  conditions,  and  it  amounts  to  little  more,  if  any 
thiuK,  than  a  transfer  o(  the  management  from  the 
National' lo  the  State  OovernD>ents.  The  lands 
are  now  managed  by  Ihe  General  Governmen',  and 
at  iu  sole  expense;  and  if  this  bill  parses,  tbe  lands 
hereafter  will  be  managed  by  the  States  respeciively 
in  which  the  lands  lie,  and  at  their  exclusive  ex- 
pense. And  as  an  indemnity  to  thoie  States  for 
their  trouble  and  expense  in  managing  this  great 
interest,  and  as  a  consideration  for  the  surrender  of 
the  five  per  cent,  on  the  sales  of  land  in  their  limits, 
hereafter  accruing,  to  which  they  are  entitled  by 
the  terms  of  their  admission  into  tbe  Union,  the  bill 
proposes  to  give  to  tbe  Stales  thirty-five  per  cent,  of 
the  gross  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  land  This  is 
the  bill — a  bill  which  ha<  been  most  falsely  charac- 
terized as  a  bill  to  give  away  the  public  lands.  It 
is  my  favorite  bill,  because  it  embraces  the  cession 
clause,  by  wliich  we  get  the  heavy,  crushing,  Fede- 
ral foot  from  off  of  our  necks,  and  because  it  puts 
it  beyond  the  power  of  a  future  Congress  to  raise 
tbe  price  of  the  public  lands,  as  a  future  Congress 
will  do,  if  tbe  growing  avarice  of  tbe  old  States 
should  continue  to  increase,  and  they  should  have 
the  power  to  accomplish  it. 

It  is  my  favorite  bill  for  other  reasons.  It  em- 
braces the  pre-emption  and  graduation  clauses:  of 
the  former  of  these  prniositioos  I  have  already 
spoken;and  of  the  latter,  I  have  but  a  word  or  so 
to  say,  as  the  subject  of  graduation  is  familiar  to 
every  Senator;  and  what  I  purpose  saying,  is  elicit- 
ed by  a  remark  made  tbe  other  day  by  tbe  Senator 
from  Nonh  Carolina,  [Mr.  Manoi;!!  ]  He  oppo- 
les  ihe  graduation  principle,  becatise,  in  tbe  course 
of  time,  tbe  refuse  lands  may  bring  a  dollar  and  a 
quarter  an  acre,  and,  therefore,  he  is  unwilling  for 
the  Government  to  make  such  a  sscrifioe.  He 
states,  as  a  justification  for  his  argument,  what  is 
doubtless  correct,  that  in  1836,  the  public  lands  had 
brought  a  great  deal  mote  than  what  thev  bad 
been  estimated  at  in  1828.  No  doubt  of  ilf  and 
what  was  it  that  did  not  brin^  a  great  deal  more  in 
1836  than  it  did  in  1838)  Will  the  Sena'or  select 
that  year  as  the  proper  time  to  te'.t  the  value  of 
land,  or  any  thing  else,  in  either  old  ornew  Sialesi 
Does  he  not  know  that  the  inflated  pi  ices  of  land, 
and  every  thing  elstf  in  1836,  broke  tbe  banks,  mer- 


chants, and  traders,  and  the  Unitled  States,  if  not 
the  world?  Mon  certainly.  I  shculd  select  any 
other  than  1836  as  the  proper  time  to  estimate  mt 
true  value  of  any  thing.  Where  is  the  old  State 
that  has  refuse  lands  to  dispose  of,  that  holds  thea 
up  to  any  thing  like  tbe  prices  to  which  you  bold 
up  the  refuse  lands  in  the  new  States?  No  where, 
sir.  No  Legislature  of  any  State  in  this  Union 
would  dare  pursue  such  a  policy;  nor  would  any 
Senator  h<  re,  wi'h  all  his  feigned  indrpendenee, 
dare  to  pursue  such  a  policy,  were  they  but  wiibia 
the  reach  of  tbe  citizens  of  tbe  new  Siates.  They 
pursue  towards  tbe  new  Stales,  who  are  not  iheir 
immediate  constituent.',  a  course  of  policy  ib^ 
dare  not  adopt  in  regard  to  their  own  States. 
What  a  commentarr  upon  that  good  old  mlej  of 
'Voing  as,you  would  te  done  by." 

My  friend  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  CiLROtm] 
has  shown  conclusively,  I  think,  that  the  intriusie 
value  of  laud,  or  any  thing  else,  is  sir  per  cent, 
upon  the  sum  it  yields  annually.  He  has  Ibrowa 
over  this  subject  such  a  bUze  of  lijtbt,  as  to  cany 
conviction,  I  think,  to  every  nnprejadKed  heart. 
He  has  shown,  by  an  unanswerable  argument,  that 
it  is  belter  for  the  Ctovemment  to  receive  speedily  a 
moderate  price  for  their  property,  than  to  ho'd  on 
to  it  for  a  great  series  of  years,  with  tbe  view  of 
gelling  an  enhanced  price  for  it;  and  yet,  with 
these  convictions,  without  even  the  flimsy  apology 
of  subserving  tbe  financial  intereit  of  tbe  United 
States,  we  find  Senators  moving  heaven  and  earth 
to  keep  qnantities  of  the  inferior  lands  out  of  mar- 
ket, by  holding  up  the  price  beyond  iheir  value-' 
Why  is  it,  then,  that  such  a  course  is  pursued? 
Tbe  answer  is  obviius.  it  is  to  prevent  the  settle- 
ment and  improvement  of  the  new  States,  and  to 
prevent  them  from  raisin?  a  revenue  by  taxatioa 
upon  ibeir  lands.  Sir,  if  the  United  Stales,  the 
great  laitd  monopolist,  like  every  hone.°t  land  holder 
in  the  Stale,  were  lo  pay  the  Slate  taxes  upon  th'ir 
Und!>,  wr  should  have  far  lefs  gionnds  of  coia- 
plaint.  Tbe  GovemmeDt  pays  no  taxes,  nor  will 
she  suffer  ibe  lands  to  be  sold  at  a  fair  prioe,  that 
somebody  may  be  induced  to  purchase  them,  by 
which  the  Slates  in  which  they  lie  may,  by  taxing 
ibem,  receive  a  small  revenue  to  support  the  State 
Governments. 

Tbe  friends  of  this  bill  anticipate  muny  benefi- 
cial results  from  its  passage.  The  reasons  which 
influenced  the  comminee  in  reportibg  this  Bill,  and 
the  reasons  which  influenced  tbe  author  of  it  to 
rffer  it  to  our  eohsideraiioo,  have  been  presented 
to  the  Senate.  I  shall  not  repeat  or  dwell  upon 
them.  The  view:'  of  the  committee,  and  of  the 
author  of  the  bill,  are  met  and  opposed  by  the  ad- 
versaries of  tbe  measure! 

They  oppose  the  bill,  iu  the  first  place,  wi-h  an 
exaggeration  of  the  quantity  of  land  subject  to  its 
provisions.  The  true  quantity,  (if  there  be  any 
truth  in  our  official  documenl«,1  in  all  of  the  new 
States,  which  is  subject  to  the  provisions  of  iht 
cession  bill,  is  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  millions 
of  acres.  Some  of  the  oppooenis  of  this  bill  lepR- 
sent  the  quantity,  I  think,  to  be  ten  hmtdtwd  mii> 
lions  of  acres  r  Now,  sir,  I  eare  but  Utile  wkat 
the  quantity  may  be;  'our  aignmenis  apply  to  <he 
principle,  and  not  lo  the  numer  of  acres.  I  should 
not,  therefore,  nstice  ibis  bombast  at  all,  bat  that  I 
wish  to  disabuse  the  public  mind  as  to  ihe  extent  of 
otir  possessions. 

Where  do  we  find  these  immense  possesaioas, 
amouniiuf ,  in  acres,  to  numbers  which  1  have  not 
mathematical  skill  to  compute?  I  have  no  obfee- 
tions  to  go  on  a  trip  of  pleasure  with  tbe  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Prxston]  to  the  peaks  of 
the  Bocky  Mountains,  en  whose  elevation  he 
perched  himself,  to  be  able  to  begin  to  form  som« 
idea  of  oor  countless  acres.  Where  are  they? 
Are  they  there?  Do  we  not  all  know  that  an  iIm 
country  west  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  and  soniii 
of  the  Missouri  river,  and  east  of  lbs  Rocky  Moaa- 
ttins,  is  held  in  fee  by  a  patent  from  the  Presideat, 
by  the  Indian  tribes;  and  by  treaty,  with  Mexico  or 
Texas?  Do  we  not  all  know  that  the  angleof  coon- 
try  formed  by  the  Missouri  liver,  Iowa,  and  ihe 
Canada  line,  is  either  held  in  like  maaner  by  la^ 
dian  tribes,  or  else  it  totally  untnbabiiable?  Do 
we  not  also  know  that  all  the  country  west  of  the 
Rocky  Motutnins  is  held  by  IndianF,  and  iselaiatd, 
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tbO'igh  Qojastijr,  by  a  foreign  power,  ixA  (hat  we 
have  not  to  thU  day  had  nerve  enough  to  wrest  it 
from  himi  We  all  know  tbese  thiog;:,  and  yet, 
they  would  have  as  «■><}  )he  world  believe  we  have 
as  many  acres  of  land  as  there  are  grains  of  sand 
alone  the  rea  shore. 

The  adrersarirs  of  this  bill  also  exaggerate  the 
benefits  it  proposes  lo  confer  on  the  States.  The 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pacsroa]  states, 
that  my  Slate  (ye<i,  sir,  he  has  done  her  the  honor 
to  select  her  for  his  illustration,)  will,  by  the  provi- 
sions of  the  cession  bill,  receive  forty  millions  of 
acres  of  land  !  Has  the  Sesator  ever  read  the  bill? 
I  doabi  it;  for  if  he  bad,  I  am  satisfied  he  woald 
never  malce  sucb  a  statement  in  the  face  of  the 
Senate.  I  have  already  shown  that  in  eonsidera- 
tiott  of  the  snrrender  of  h°r  five  per  ctnt.  to  which 
rt>e  is  now  ectitkd,  and  for  the  trouble  and  expense 
•t  managiag  aad  selling  the  public  lands,  that  ihe 
bill  proposes  to  give  her  thirty- five  per  oaoU  and  no 
more,  and  nnt  the  whole  of  it,  as  the  Senator  ar- 
gOM.  The  Senator  also  misstates  the  quantity  of 
public  Itad  in  that  State.  It  i«  a  little  over  &tr(^ 
instead  of  fmiy  millions.  This  thirty-fire  per 
eant.  it  will  also  be  observed,  she  is  to  receive  gra- 
dually IhroDghont  the  period  of  eighty  years 
— and  from  sal^  of  land  in  her  own  limits 
lo  her  own  citizens— bat,  when  she  defrays 
the  annaal  expenan  of  managing  and  settling  this 
land,  by  payiug  surveyors  and  land  officers  and  all 
that,  and  when  site  has  bad  dedacted  her  Ave  per 
emt.  which  the  now  receives,  and  which  she  rs 
entitled  lo  receive  in  viitue  of  her  compact  of  ad- 
■isdoa  into  ihe  Union,  xMwnA  txpaut,  she  will 
have  remaining  oat  of  her  thirty-five  cent,  upon 
the  gross  proceeds  of  tbe  salet^,  which  the  bill  pro- 
po-es  to  give  her  a  trifling  sum,  not  worth  a 
week's  deto'e  in  the  Senate,  so  far  as  money  is  coc- 
cerned.  Sir,  I  think  if  this  bill  be  liable  to  objec- 
tion, so  far  as  money  consideraiiiDs  are  iavolved, 
the  bill  gives  her  tto  little  iaslead  of  too  mneb. 
Bat  I  am  willing,  as  one  of  her  representatives,  to 
receive  it,  in  order  to  get  this  land  qnestion  finally 
disposed  of. 

The  Senator  also  opposes  this  bill  because  it  vio- 
lates Uie  terms  of  tbe  compact  with  Virginia  and 
Conneeticnt.  He  tells  as  these  States  ceded  tbeir 
lands  to  the  United  Slates  tn  be  "disposed  of"  foT 
thecommon  benefit.  I  have  read  the  Virginia  com- 
pact I  be  Senator  refers  to,  but  not  lately.  As  his 
objection  seems  to  be  founded  on  the  words  "di»- 
ftiei  tf'  as  being  incompatible  with  the  word 
"udt,^  as  used  in  ihs  bill,  I  hope  the  author  of  tbe 
bill  will  accommodate  the  gentleman,  as  I  think  he 
can  do  with  propriety,  by  sabstitu'ing  in  the  bill  the 
woids"duji«jerfe/"for  the  word  "cede."  Either 
term  I  fancy  will  be  acceptable  to  the  friends  of 
the  measure.  The  Senator  tells  os  that  the  leading 
aad  only  objects  of  those  two  Siates,  in  making 
(he  csssion,  was  money.  Well,  sir,  Connecticut  at 
least,  has  long  since  received,  for  what  was  at  best 
a  donbtfal  claim,  an  ample  considcratioa  for  all 
she  ceded.  The  objects  of  these  grants  being  mc- 
ney,  as  we  are  now  tBformed,he  argues,  that  these 
lands  cannot  properly  be  disposed  of  for  the  com- 
mon beoefi',  for  any  thing  elM.  This  construction 
I  consider  rather  too  restricted.  Congress,  I  ap- 
prehend, can  dispose  of  these  lands  for  other  things 
than  money,  provided  it  be  for  thecommon  bene- 
fit. Congress  certainly  have  oflen  exercised 
aoeh  a  disposition  of  them,  and  probably  will 
do  it  again.  There  is  no  stipulation  in  Ihe  com- 
pact, that  I  am  aware  of,  requiring  those  lands 
to  te  sold  at  a  certain  price  per  acre,  nor  any 
stipulation,  prohibitiag  Congress  from  aelliag 
those  lands  at  a  price  less  than  one  dollar  and  a 
quarter  an  acre.  Tbey  have  full  power  over  tbe 
sabjeet,  and  can  sell  on  what  terms  they  choose, 
and  either  to  individaals  or  to  States.  1  know  of 
aotl^iBg  to  the  contrary.  But  whatever  force  there 
may  be  in  the  Senator'^  objections,  tbey  do  not  ap- 
ply to  this  bill,  because  it  goes  on  the  ground  that 
tbe  lands  shall  be  sold  for  cash,  and  upon  the  fur- 
ther ground  that  ihe  money  accruiUK  under  its  pro- 
visions shall  be  paid  in  the  public  .Treasury  for  tbe 
common  becefiu 

The  Senator  objecis,  fmther,  to  this  bill,  became 
it  esublishes,  as  he  alleges,  the  relationship  of 
debtor  and  creditor  between  the  naiional  and  State 


Qjvemments.  I  am  against  aiky  sucb  relation- 
ship; and  if  there  t>e  any  such  obsonritv  in  the  bill 
on  Ibis  point,  I  hope  tbe  author  of  it  will  modify  it, 
by  making  it  the  (iu'y  of  every  purchaser  of  land 
to  deposite  Ihe  sixty-five  per  cent,  ihe  portion  of 
tbe  purchase  money  coming  lo  the  United  States, 
with  the  proper  pervon,  to  £e  credit  of  the  United 
States.  I  do  not  desire,  DOtwithsiandiog  my  confi- 
dence in  Ihe  inie;rity  of  the  State?,  for  a  dollar  of 
Fedtral  money  to  be  placed,  even  temporarily,  in 
the  treasuries  of  the  States.  Let  the  bill  be  ro  mo* 
difieti,  if  it  requires  such  modification;  and  then, 
sir,  all  the  evils  the'  Senator  has  so  eloquently  paint- 
ed, resnlcing  from  such  a  connection,  will  be 
avoided — and  h  re  is  an  end  lo  that  chapter. 

Tm  next  objection  to  ibis  bfll  is,  that  it  is 
changing  onr  most  admirable  land  sys'em — and 
that.ii  monstroas!  Will  yoa  change  a  system, 
tbey  ask,  which  has  operated  so  happily  for  forty 
yeatst  Behold  Ohio  and  Indiana !  See  what  mag- 
nificent communities  have  grown  up  under  o-ir 
most  admirable  land  system  !  Yw,  sir,  Ohio  and 
Indiana  have  grown  up  with  surprising  rapidity, 
and  so  has  Russia  under  the  edicts  of  her  at»olote 
Emperon>,  and  that,  too,  wibout  the  magical  bene- 
fits of  our  admirable  land  nystem !  Has  onr  land 
system  produced  the  growth  of  either  Ohio  <r  In- 
diaiul  No,  sir;  far  from  it.  They  would  be  beter 
oS,  if  you  had  neither  lands  or  land  syvtems  in 
the  limits  of  either.  And  have  we  not  ehatgel 
onr  land  system  freqnentlyt  We  have  changed  it, 
in  reducing  the  quanliiy  of  land  authorzed  to  be 
rold.  We  have  changed  it  from  a  credit  to  a  cadi 
system.  We  hare  changed  it,  by  redociog  the 
price  from  two  dollars  |o  a  d-llar  and  a  qaaiier 
an  acre.  The  distribniicn  bill,  which  those  gentle- 
man advocate,  is  a  proposition  to  change  the  land, 
system.  And  have  any  of  these  changes  checked 
the  growth  of  Ohio  or  Indiana?  No  air.  They 
have  gone  steadily  onward — and  would  have  dona 
so,  if  they  had  never  beard  of  any  of  your  laad 
systems.  Other  States,  old  Stales,  all  things  con- 
sidered, have  grown  up  as  rapidly  as  Ohio  and  Indi- 
ana, where  yuur  land  system  never  bad  a  location 
or  an  existence.  We  should  act  with  childish  su- 
perstition to  refuse  to  make  any  alteration!)  in  our 
system,,  which  experience,  or  the  wants  of  the  com- 
munity, or  Ihe  condition  of  things,  might  point  out 
or  suggest.  And  pray,  sir,  bow  long  since  is  it 
ihat  Sto^e  gentlemen  manifested  such  a  horror  at 
change?  Chan^,  change,  I  had  ihooghi,  was  >betr 
war  cry.  I  hid  ihongbt  every  thing  was  to  be 
changed  (t^m.  bead  to  foo:!  I  had  thought  -every 
thing  was  to  be  changed,  that  commerce  was  to  be 
revived,  that  money  was  to  be  good  and  plenty, 
that  poveriy  and  bard  times  were  no  loi^r  lo  be 
found  in  the  land,  and,  in  abort,  that  we  were  to 
hare  a  glorious  summer  of  unbroken  prosperity! 
And  do  these  great  riformai,  that  were  lo  change 
every  thing,  expect,  now  that  they  have  expelled  £e 
incumbents  Irom  office,  and  are  about  to  seat  them- 
selves snugly  in  tbeir  places,  to  forget  tbeir  pledges, 
and  sit  qnietly  down  at  tbeir  ease?  If  Ihey  dream 
of  such  comfort  and  romposnre,  tbey  will  find 
themselves  sadly  mistaken.  They  must  let  off' 
theirthitty-pounden,  if  Ihey  hare  any;  they  must 
bring  forward,  and  carry  it  too,  some  great  and 
striking  measure,  as  ihey  have  promised,  or  ihey 
will  be  laughed  into  scom,  ridicale,  and  contempt! 
l(  they  fail  in  all  this,  their  days  are  nnmbrred.  If 
'such  logic  as  this  cooM  bare  deterred  our  bold  aod 
iron  nerved  ancestors,  (and  it  was  prtaohed 
by  a  celebrated  party  of  that  day,)  from 
changing  the  whole  Government,  we  shoold 
now,  sir,  be  the  humble  subjects  of  her 
Majesty,  and  not  the  independent  representatires 
of  twenty-six  Slates  and  eighteen  millions  of  free- 
men. I  hop;  some  of  us,  at  least,  have  inheri<ed 
a  portion  of  the  inquisitive  virtaes  of  our  fathers, 
and  hare  courage  enough  to  look  things  in  the 
face  as  they  are,  and  not  be  friahtened  lo  death  by 
sounds  and  empty  sl^adows.  I  admit  that  every 
ehaoge  is  n<  t  an  improvement,  and  fear  that  the 
late  change  of  onr  President  is  of  ihis  character. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Ci.at]  lells  us 
that  all  these  land  projects  are  traps  to  catch  votes; 
and  he  appeals  lo  the  result  of  the  la'e  election  as 
an  evidence  to  show  that  ibey  had  failed  in  their 
object.    In  ihe  North,  generally,  I  doubt  if  any 


candidate  would  obiain  their  suffrages  who  was 
nui  considered  fiieadly  to  a  protective  tar  IR:  In 
Ihe  South,  notwiihsian'diDg  tbie  result  of  the  late 
election,  I  doubt  if  any  candidate  could  obiain  their 
soffrages  who  was  known  to  be  in  favor  of  emanei- 
imting  iheir  slaves;  and  I  believe,  in  the  new 
Stales,  that  no  c^dit'a  e  could  obtain  their  suf- 
frsgee  who  was  known  to  be  against  graduaiioB  of 
the  price  of  ihs  public  land.-  and  pre-emption  rights, 
or  oiher  laad  measures  or  sobstiiotes  which  woolcl 
ctmfer  equti  benefits  upon  that  section  of  the  coun- 
try. And  how  was  it  in  tbe  caas  of  the  late  elec- 
tion in  ibat  quarter?  Was  not  every  stump  worn 
smooth  by  'Wnig  orators  in  trying- to  convince  the 
people  tbatOen.  Harrison  was  ihe  real  friend  of 
tbe  West?  Did  they  not  ^ow,  from  a  history  of 
hi<  public  life,  that  he  bad~  always  voted  for  both 
pre-emption  and  gradoation  billi!?  Did  they  not 
also  show  that  his  competitor  bad,  so  late  as  1838, 
vated  against  these  measures?  Did  tbey  (tot  tell  us 
that  Mr.  Van  Baren's  professions  of  friendship  for 
those  mrasoeis,  as  cotitained  in  bis  messages,  weie 
hypoeritica^  and  that  they  were  of  loo  modern  ori> 
gin  for  evidence,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  be  re- 
lied upon?  1  can  appeal,  1  think,  with  safety  to 
every  Western  Senator  as  a  wiiness  to  the  truth  of 
ihw  siatsment  tiir,  Qea.  Harrison  obtained  the 
votes  in  the  West  fur  other  reitons  doubtless,  but 
msMy  because  he  was  friendly  lo  these  measures. 
And  popular  in  that  quarter  as  he  has  proved  him- 
self lobe,  be  never  would  have  gotten  their  votes 
if  his  hostility  to  those  measures  b|t<l  been  even 
suspected. 

IMr.  President,  I  have  dwelt  longer  ^an  I  bad 
iniencled  upon  this  great  question,  and  hare,  before 
I  conclude,  but  a  siniile  remark  lo  make,  and  that 
Ls  that  pnbHc  sentiment  in  the  ne.v  States  require* 
a  change  in  the  disptnition  of  the  public  laudf,  and, 
sooner  or  ]a<er,  pnblio  sentiment  in  that  quarter 
will  have  it  done.  On  this  subject  there  is  a  ctd- 
lecied  moral  force  which  cannot  and  will  not  be 
Sttceessfully  re;^isle4.  And  is  it  not  yoar  duty  to 
respect  thii  pablc  opinion?  Is  it  not  oar  duty  lo 
promote  tbe  peace  and  happine>s,  whether  it  be  dis- 
turbed by  real  or  imaginary  caase<,  of  erery  mem- 
ber of  our  Union?  And,  ia  accomplishing  so  high 
and  so  noble  a  purpose,  does  it  become  us  to  stand 
out  upon  mere  trifles?  What  are  a  few  dollars, 
more  or  lesc,  to  the  National  Treasury,  in  compari- 
son to  such  bijh  and  absorbing  eonside rations? 
And  after  all,  is  it  nut  our  duty,  as  far  as  in  us 
lies,  to  make  every  citizen  of  erery  S  ate  a  free- 
holder, an  iiidependent  and  happy  man?  What 
spectacle  is  there  so  pleasing  to  a  virtuons  and 
feeling  heart ! 

January  14  and  IS,  1841. 

Tbe  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospectiva 
prc-jinption  system,  in  favor  of  teitlers  on  the  pnb. 
tis  lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same, 
and  raise  a  lug  cabin  thereon,  being  the  special 
order  of  the  day,  wa^  taken  up,  the  question  being 
on  the  proposition  ol  Mr.  CaiTTxitDca  to  recom- 
mit the  bill,  with  insirnciions  to  report  a  bill  to  dis- 
tribute tbe  p  oceeds  of  the  rales  of  tbe  dublic  lands 
among  ibe  States,  which  Mr.  Calbodm  offered  to 
'amend,  by  snbstiiuting  a  bill  to  cede  tbe  public 
lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  upon  certain 
conditions. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  said:  'While  the  origi- 
nal bill  grantiag  pre-emptions  to  actual  settlers  was 
the  only  qoestion  before  the  Senate,  I  felt  no  desire 
to  say  a  word  upon  i';  bat  since  the  proposition  of 
tbe  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  the  amendment  to 
that  proposition  submitted  by  Ihe  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  have  fairly  brought  before  the  8e> 
nate  for  diacoSsion  the  whole  subject  of  the  poblie 
lands,  I  hare  come  lotheooncluson  that  it  might 
be  expected  of  me  to  take  some  part  in  the  debate. 
And,  sir,  permit  me  to  say  that  I  enter  upon  this 
discuMioo  with  the  more  pleasure,  becaase  I  hava 
not  the  legist  idea  that  tbe  qaefction  will  be  settled  at 
this  session,  ni'w  half  expired,  and  because  I  feel 
not  only  willing  but  aoxioiis  that  my  senti'uents 
should  be  fully  known  by  the  p  opie  of  my  State' 
bef<  re  the  next  session  of  Congress,  during  which 
I  ho^e  to  see  the  whole  subject  amicably  and  finally 
arranged:  for,  sir,  if  I  know  myself,  I  desire  to  re- 
present,  en  this  oecaston,  and  upon  all  atlMr  sab- 
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jcots,  both  the  inierest  and  wishes  of  my  Slate,  and 
to  dioae  wishes  and  that  ialertet  I  will  at  all  times, 
onaUqaestioBsof  expedieney,  conform  my  own 
•cJon  here,  as  her  representative,  with  ;reat  plea- 
GWv.  I  have  said  that  I  consider  the  bill  and  the 
,  proposed  amendments  as  briogii((  the  whole  sub- 
ject before  the  Senate}  for,  sir,  I  cannot  agree  with 
the  Senator  f^om  Mitsoari  that  they  are  ineongrn- 
0115.  I  consider  them  entirely  germaia,  and  legiti- 
iiiaieiy  eonaeeted,  both  for  atgameat  and  legisla- 
tion. The  whole  subject  may  well  b«  arrant^  in 
a  single  bill)  and  as  the  bases  of  such  a  bill  must 
include  the  principles  of  one  or  both  of  the  pro- 
posed amendments,  it  is  caiirely  proper  ibat  they 
should  be  discuised  with  the  original  proposition. 

Previous  to  tte  views  which  I  intend  to  submit 
upon  this  subject,  ihe  Senate  will  panloa  me  if  I 
notice  the  closiuEt  rematks  of  the  Senator  from 
Arkansas^  [Mr.  Skvibb,]  who  has  just  taken  his 
seal.'  That  Senator,  lakiog,  as  he  generally  docs, 
a  dear,  common  seiue  view  of  the  relation  between 
oaase  and  effect,  has  jasl  told  a«  that  (bain-com- 
ing party  most  do  Eomethieg  to  meet  the  expecta- 
tions«f  the  people;  that  it  most  brbg  up  and  sap- 
port  new  measures;  that  it  must  not -sit  down 
in  the  seats  of  dte  oiit-going  party  and  fold  its 
aras:  (hat  the  people  bare  been  led  to  believe  ibat 
new  measures  were  to  be  adopted;  that  the  doc- 
trines of  the  onl-going  party  were  to  depart  with 
them  in  Ibeir  retiremtnt;  that  the  measures  under 
which  the  Government  has  been  administered  were 
hostile  to  the  interest  of  the  people;  and,  says  the 
Senator,  if  there  shall  be  do  change,  ibe  days  of 
the  ia^coming  cr  Harrison  party  are  numbered— 
it  will  go  oat  at  (he  end  of  four  years  by  a  larger 
majority  than  it  came  in.  I  entirely  concur  with 
the  Senator  in  his  position,  and  thanit  him  for  the 
honesty  and  candor  of  the  admission  he  has  made; 
he  has  honestly  and  conclusively  solved  the  mys- 
tery  which  surrounded  tbe  recent  result  of  the  poll. 
tical  campaign  in  the  minds  of  some  Senators,  and 
esf  eeially  in  that  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton,]  wbo  declared,  a  few  days 
ago,  that  the  result  was  a  mystery  he  could  not  na- 
darstand.  The  Senator  from  Arkansas  perfectly 
understands  it,  and  I  concur  with  him  that,  if  the 
in-eoming  pariy  pursuers  the  same  line  of  general 
policy  that  was  the  ruling  policy  of  Mr.  Van  Baren, 
its  days  will  be  numbered;  its  days  ought  fo  be  niim- 
bered.  The  people  have  condemned  that  polioy;  they 
have  willtd  that  those  who  support  it  shall  no  longer 
fiH  thehighest  offices  w  iibin  thair  gift;  they  have  willed 
that  a  different  policy  shall  prevail;  they  have  se- 
lected their  agents  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  ont 
a  different  policy;  thote  ag<>nts  stand  pledged  to  do 
so,  and  it  would  be  a  direct  violation  of  faith  to 
the  people  to  refose^to  conform  to  their  will.  It 
would  be  such  a  breach  of  faith  as  otight  to  num- 
ber the  days  of  those  who  should  presume  upon 
such  a  dangtrons  experiment.  I  trust,  however, 
that  there  is  no  cause  for  alarm  from  any  qnarter 
OB  this  subject.  I  merely  notice  the  remark  of  the 
Senator  to  say  that  I  heartily  concur  with  him,  and, 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  the  charge  shall  have 
no  applica'ion. 

Another  remark  of  the  Senator  I  must  briefly  no^ 
lice,  in  which  I  am  net  so  lorionate  as  to  concur. 
I  understood  the  Senator  to  say  that  the  Senaton 
from  the  old  States  had  aniformly  voted  down 
every  proposition  from  the  new  States  in  which 
they  felt  any  interest. 

[Here  Mr.  Sxvibr  rose  and  said  he  had  made 
•everal  exceptions.] 

So  I  understood  the  Senator,  but  I  do  not  feel 
disposed  to  let  iha  remark  pass,  even  with  the  ek- 
eeptions,  as  I  do  not  think  it  does  justice  to  the 
Senators  from  tbe  old  Stales,  as  they  are  called. 
How  many  Senators  compose  ibis  body,  sirl  The 
answer  is  fifty-two;  of  thai  nomber  only  eighteen 
are  from  the  new  S'ates.  so  called.  Well,  sir, 
does  not  the  Senator  conuder  both  the  pre-emption 
anl  gradoation  bills  Western  measures?  And 
how  conld  the  new  Stales,  with  their  eigbtfen  mem- 
bers, have  passed  any  bill  on  either  of  those  snb- 
jeeis  without  the  voies  of  Senators  from  ihe  okl 
Siatest  And  still  these  bills  have  aiain  and  again 
passed"  the  Senate  with  the  votes  of  Scnatom  from 
the  o'd  and  new  States.  And,  sir,  I  cannot  let  the 
oeeasien  pass  without  doing  to  Senators  from  the 


old  Stales  justice,  so  far  ai  my  State  is  concerned. 
I  have  freqnenily,  fince  I  have  been  a  member  of 
this  body,  felt  the  kind  aid  and  support  of  many  of 
Ihe  Senators  from  the  old  Siaies  on  subjects  of  vital 
importance  and  deeply  interesting  to  my  Stale, 
when  a  most  settled  opposition  bad  come  from  Se- 
nators from  the  Sooihwesiero  State',  designated  as 
new  Statei.  It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  except 
from  this  remark  the  Senator  from  Aikansas.  So, 
sir,  as  one  of  the  reprssentativej  t  f  one  of  the  new 
States,  I  claim  no  participation  in  the  application 
of  the  remarks  of  that  Senator. 

The  Senator  from  Arkansas  also  intimated  that 
the  new  States  would  soon  be  strong  enough  to 
make  their  own  laws  on  this  subject  without  the  aid 
of  the  other  States  of  t'tis  Union.  This  he  thinks 
may  take  place  by  the  year  eighteen  tiundred  and 
fifty.  The  Senate  r  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Cal- 
hodh]  also  predicated  a  portion  of  his  remarks  upon 
the  same  hypothesis.  Here  again  I  am  compelled 
10  dissent  in  («(«  from  the  position;;  assumed  by 
those  Senators.  It  seems  that  the  Senators  over- 
look a  most  imponaat  fact  in  order  to  arrive  at 
their  conclitsiooF;  that  is,  that  the  S-aies  tue  be- 
oomiDg  old  faster  than  new;  or,  in  other  words, 
that  the  old  States  are  increasing  faster  than  the 
nen  ones.  I  use  the  wotdj  "old"  and  "new"  in 
their  confined  acceptation.  If  the  Senators  &>nsi- 
der  all  new  Stales  that  hive  been,  and  that  may 
be,  admitted  into  the  Union  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  they  are  right;  but  thai  is 
not  the  ase  they  desire  ts  make  of  the  lermt;  ihey 
refer  to  StaiM  having  a  border  interest  in  com- 
mon, growing  out  of  Ibeir  frontier  situa'too,  and 
the  quantity  of  pnblit  lands  within  their  limits.  In 
this  sen«e,  doe«  it  not  strike  those  Senators  that  the 
danger  is  the  other  wayl  that  the  old  States  must 
increase  in  proportion?  and  that  the  power  to 
control  legislation  on  this  subject  must  ultimate- 
ly, unless  settlsd  soon,  lie  with  ihemt  It 
looks  so  to  me,  and  1  Iwve  heard  no  argument 
to  shake  this  view  of  the  case.  How  stands 
tbe  case  with  Ohio?  How  with  Indiana!  ay,  Indi- 
ana, that  but  a  few  years  ago  was  upon  the  extreme 
frontier.  The  former  no  longer  claims  to  be  a  new 
State;  and  the  latter,  so  far  as  the  land  question  is 
concerned,  can  scarcely  be  said  to  belong  to  that 
class  of  Slates.  Other>  are  followirg  rapidly;  and 
in  a  few  years  more  all  ihe  ^present  great  States 
in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  will  b:  In  the  very 
centre  of  the  Union  of  Slates,  and  hot  even 
the  Western  of  the  old  States,  in  the  sense  I  am 
discussing  the  subject.  Is  it,  then,  wise  in  the 
Snators  from  the  extreme  frontier  of  the  States 
called  the  new  Slates,  to  raise  any  question 
founded  npon  local  coasiderations  exclusively, 
OB  this  great  land  question?  I  submit  these 
remarks  in  a  spirit  of  kindness;  for  these  Se- 
nators, one  and  all,  know  that  I  have  ever  stood  by 
them  when  the  interest  of  their  Stales  was  in  ques- 
lion.  But,  sir,  I  must  be  pardoned  for  saying  that 
I  never  bear  these  local  and  discriminating  ques- 
tions agitated  hvre  or  elsewhere,  when  they  can  pos- 
sibly be  avoided,  withoat  a  deep  sense  of  the  im- 
propriety  of  the  eoaree.  Let  us  remember  that  we 
ue  brethren  of  ihe  same  family,  embarked  in  the 
same  vessel,  botuid  to  the  same  port.  Let  as  never 
forget  oar  motto,  "United  we  stand,  divided  we 
fall."  We  must  have  confidence  in  each  other. 
Deriving  oar  exisieaoe  from  the  same  race,  ooiKd' 
tofetber  by  the  same  patriotic  love  of  country,  ao- 
knowledging  the  same  Snpreme  Being,  and  cheridi- 
ing  Ibe  same  free  eonstituii"nal  form  of  govern- 
ment, should  we  not  have  full  confidence  in  each 
other,  and  should  we  not  avoid  every  thing  calcu- 
lated to  excite  angry  feelings  or  engender  sectional 
hostilities!  It  may  not  become  me  to  lecture  older 
Senators  on  this  subject,  but  I  shall  tsst  my  defence 
on  the  importance  of  the  position,  and  the  icapres- 
sioD  it  has  made  on  my  mind-  I  will  digress  no 
further,  but  take  up  the  subj-ct  under  consideralion, 
as  I  had  originally  intended  6efore  I  was  decoyed 
from  the  path  by  the  remarks  of  tbe  Senator  from 
Arkansas,  which  I  have  thought  proper  to  notice. 

While  we  differ  epon  many  poinl.^  connected 
with  the  land  question,  we  all  concur  in  the  magni-- 
tude  of  the  subject,  and  its  great  importance.  There 
ii  aaoiher  point  in  which  there  is  a  gtoeral  conctir- 
renee,  ao  far  as  I  hare  as  yet  heard  an  opinion  ex- 


pressed, and  that  Is,  tbe  piopriety,  nay,  more,  the 
necessity)  of  settling  the  whole  matter  so  soon  as  it 
can  be  done  satisfactorily  to  all.  Upon  the  magni- 
tude of  the  subject  and  its  consequent  conneetion 
with  the  legislation  of  Congress,  and  the  diversi- 
fied interests  of  tbe  States  in  all  their  varieties,  die 
Senaior  from  .Sooth  Carcrlina  commented  at  large; 
and,  as  I  do  not  design  travelling  over  the  same 
ground  thai  other  Senators  have  occupied,  where  I 
concur  with  them,  I  shall  content  myself  by  read* 
ing  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  L3nd.°,  to  which  the  bill  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  had  beeo  committed.  This 
extrael  will  show  the  quautily  of  the  public  lands 
over  which  our  legislation  extends.  And  I  read 
it  to  tbe  Senate  that  it  may  be  fresh  in  the  recol- 
lection of  Senators  when  I  allade  to  it  in  my  snbce- 
quent  remarks.    The  report  says: 

"It  appwra  Irom  the  report  of  Ibe  Comminioner  of  dw  Ga. 
ner>lLandOfllce(waDoe.46,3J  8eaa.2Bdi  CofW.)1lM>  liM 
whole  qutntitx  in  acres  of  i  be  public  domain  oo  die  3tkh  ttep- 
lainber,  1838^  to  which  tbe  Iniliaa  lille  wea  not  ezliogukhea 
amounted  to  aeren  huadred  and  aiitjr^iz  milUooa  in  roand 
number  I.  Tberevere  at  the  aama  lime,  aa  appaaa  l>r  the 
asina  report,  m  the  aiaie  anil  Terriloriaa  tbree  hundred  and 
nineteen  millions  of  acrea  to  which  (be  Indian  lille  «aa  extjn* 
gutabed;  malting  ihe  wliole  public  domain  in  the' aggiMaMK 
tbatliaie lo  be  ten  bundled  and  eighi/-fi>e  mJUiooa oiacras. 
By  table  marlted  A,  herewith  annexed,  ii  appeaia  Uiat,ootlie 
firai  of  January  laat,  tbere  were  in  the  new  otaua  one  bimdrad 
and  filty-foor  mllliona  of  acrea  ui  which  ibe  Indian  Uiiaawan 
eztinKuidiad,  and  nine  mllUun  fire  hundred  Ihouaaad  •ctcaio 
wbicE  tbe  Indian  title  waa  not  eziingulabed:  maktn(  In  Iha 
aggregate  one  hundred  and  rfx^-ibree  million  flTetaiaidred 
thouaand  acrea.  From  ihiadedttU  for  diapniad  giwil^  imV 
of  which  are  large,  to  which  the  tight  of  the  Conmnaat  nay 
not  be  eetabUahed,  three  milliona  and  a  half  of  acrea;  whlca 
would  leave  one  hundred  and  atxty  milliona  aubject  to  Uw  ope- 
ration of  giia  bill,  (Mr.  OALHOSN'saiiMiidDMDt;)  being  lea  than 
one  aizdi  of  tbe  whole  public  domabi." 

Who  can  read  the  above  extract,  and  not  see  the 
immense  magnitude  of  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion? I  listened  to  the  Senator  from  Soti'li  Caroli- 
na, [Mr.  Calhodh,]  while  portraying  the  importance 
of  this  great  subject,  with  the  attention  due  lo  thiu 
Senator  as  well  as  to  myself — desirous  as  I  wa^  to 
hear  the  whole  argument;  and,  sir,  I  had  the  plea- 
sure of  concurring  most  folly  with  that  SenatAr  np 
to  tbe  point  of  his  argument  where  he  declared  that 
tbe  pre-emption,  graduation,  and  distribution  plans 
all  fell  diott  of  the  desired  object  of  settling  the 
question  npou  the  torms  of  compromise  upon 
•vhich  I  desire  to  see  it  placed;  and  urged  as  the 
only  panacea,  or  remedy  for  the  disease,  h^s  amend- 
ment ceding  to  the  States  [in  which  they  lie  Ute 
lands  within  their  limits,  upon  cettain  terms  and 
conditions.  At  this  point  I  was  campelled  to  leave 
the  C'^mpany  of  tbe  Senator.  I  could  not  concw 
with  him  in  either  of  his  positions;  and,  air,  I  con- 
fess that  I  was  surprised  to  bear  the  Senator  declare 
that  his  amendment,  or  bill,  was  calculated  to  ck)se 
the  whole  land  question.  Why,  sir,  does  not  the 
Senator  see  that  it  falls  greatly  short  of  meeu'ng  the 
desired  object?  Can  he  shut  his  eyes  lo  the  fact 
that  tbe  garment  he  has  made  is  entirely  too  smajl 
for  the  body  he  designs  to  pat  it  on?  His  bill  ap- 
plies to  the  lands  lying  in  the  new  States  alone— one 
hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  acres;  while  tbe 
whole  quantity  of  the  public  lands  is  over  ten  htu- 
dred  millions  of  acres,  as  shown  by  the  report 
which  I  have  read. 

Tbe  great  objects  of  tbe  Senator,  as  he  has  de- 
elated,  are  to  get  rid  of  this  agitating  qoesUoB  in 
Congres-^  to  withdraw  Bxecative  patronage,  and, 
finally,  to  settle  ifae  land  qneation.  How  will  the 
bill  of  the  Senator  effect  theie  desirable-  resnlla? 
As  I  hajre  said,  it  tenches  less  than  one-iixth  of  the 
poblio  domain;  the  land  system,  with  all  its  para- 
pheraalia,  most  still  be  kept  up;  Congress  will  nave 
fust  as  much  legi-lation,  and  the  patronage  will  be 
about  thtf  saaie  as  if  no  such  bill  had  been  passed. 
But,  sir,  I  forbear  to  push  the  argument  on  the  Se- 
nator's bill  further  at  this  moment.  I  shall  havie 
oceision  to  examine  it  in  its  proper  order  in  the 
course  of  my  rematks.  Our  land  system  has  been 
justly  eulogiz^  by  Senators  on  all  sides  of  the 
Chamber.  When  we  compare  it  with  the  systems 
of  other  countries,  how  high  does  it  stand  in  the 
comparison;  or  even  contrast  it  with  tbe  manner  of 
the  disposition  of  tbe  pnb'ic  lands,  by  granting 
Urge  tracts,  upon  credit,  lo  ini^ividuals  or  compa- 
nies, as  was  first  adopted  by  this  Government,  and 
how  pre-eminent  does  our  present  system  stand? 
Still  it  is  becoming  too  great  in  magnitude,  too  ex- 
tensive in  its  duuDda  apon  the  legislation  of  Con- 
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gtew,  intimately  loo  much  coDne<2ted  with  Ike  ▼*- 
rioas  affairs  of  the  nation.  There  xeems  to  be  a 
vairerisal  disposition  and  desire  to  make  changes, 
eilber  in  the  manner  of  the  adminisiraiion  of  the 
lands  or  in  the  disposition  of  the  fands  proctsd^ng 
from  their  sales.  The  debt  of  the  Rerolation  has 
been  eztingnish«d;  the  lands  cxded  by  the  Sttte» 
hava  been  Ubeialed  from  that  charge,  and  a  new 
alate  of  the  question  has  btea  presented  by  these 
eonsideratioas. 

I  propose  to  notice  the  different  proposiiions  that 
have  been  made  for  the  dLipOsition  of  these  landt, 
m  as  brief  a  manner  as  I  can,  and  show  how  th*y 
stand.  Ai  the  eommeacement  of  ihe  last  Congri>ss 
of  Ihe  admiaiMration  -of  Mr.  Adams,  I  itok  my 
■eat  as  a  member  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives. 
At  that  time  the  qoestions  of  gradnation  and  pre- 
cmptioa  weie  the  farorites  for  diwcossion.  Well, 
sir,  pre-empu'on  laws,  in  some  shape,  hare  been 
pasaed  Oom  that  day  to  this;  and  we  now  hare  one 
before  as,  diflerinK  somewhat  in  character  from 
uq'  fonaer  law,  of  wbidi  I  will  speak  berr  after. 
Bat,  sir,  tka  graduation  bills  hare  riiared  a  very 
different  fale.  Not  a  session  of  Congress  has  beeo 
beld  wifliont  diseasing  or  acting  npon  a  grada- 
srtoa  bill  in  aome  shape  or  other.  General  Jack- 
son CMB*  Into  power  «n  ibe  tide  of  nnboanded  po> 
yalarity:  his  Mends  mte  devoted  to  his  person, 
aad  his  patti5aos  sastained  his  measnres  with  great 
luwniaity.  He  was  most  decidedly  in  favor  of 
gi*daation:  he  held  it  ap,  as  did  his  adbereats  in 
fte  West,  as  the  aatacooisi  neaaare  to  the  distriba. 
tioii  principle,  as  earned  rm  in  Mr.  Cur's  land 
bill;  aad  when  the  Presideiit  defeated  that  bill,  be 
Moetalined  gradaatioa  as  the  proper  measure, 
wen,  sir,  he  held  the  station  for  pight  years;  and 
at  ttie  expira'ion  of  his  term,  Mr.  Van  Buien  came 
iaiD  power.  Like  his  predeoessor,  he,  too,  reeom- 
flMaded  gradnalion;  the  Seereiary  of  the  Treasary 
IhTiored  it  as  a  ftnaaeial  measnte;  his  partisans  in 
the  West  held  it  vp  to  the  people  as  an  Administra- 
tion meastire.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress  the 
bill  passed  the  Senate  abont  the  same  time  thepre- 
cniftion  bill  did;  they  went  to  the  Hoose  togethei; 
tte  pre-emption  bill  passed,  and  the  graduaii'tn  bill 
slept  en  the  table.  Theie  was  power  enoogh  to 
paat  the  Sab-Treasary  bill  and  the  pre-emption  biH, 
bnt  the  ipradaation  bill  was  forgo'Jen.  Ttans,  sir, 
twelre  years,  inelading  theadmini«traiion«ofGeae. 
ml  Jadisoa  and  Mr.  Van  Boren,  have  passed 
away,  and  the  gradaation  bill  stands  precisely 
where  it  did  when  I  came  to  Congress  first.  Prom 
this  1  am  led  to  believe  either  that  there  never  was 
any  serious  inteniion  of  passing  it  by  thofe  who 
clamored  the  londest  for  it;  that  it  was  merely  held 
tap  to  the  gaze  of  the  i>eople  as  the  opposition  mea- 
•Hre  to  di^ribation,  for  the  fptnpose  of  defeating 
the  latter  measare,  or  the  people  were  opposed  to 
it,  and  the  dominant  party  knew  it,  and  were  afraid 
to  pass  i';  and  let  m*  say  to  Senators  now,  that  I 
liave  net  the  lea<t  idea  it  ever  will  pass,  unless  it 
shall  be  eonneeted  with  the  pre-empilon  and  dis'ri- 
bntion  principles,  npon  terms  of  compromise  of  the 
whole  snl^ect. 

"Ibe  objections  that  are  urged  against  the  gradna- 
tiott  bill  are,  first,  ihai  it  nnseDlen  the  land  policy; 
secondly,  it  reduces  the  price  of  the  real  estate  of 
the  eoaniry;  thirdly,  the  principle  of  gradaation, 
by  the  time  the  lands  have  been  in  market,  is  arbi- 
trary and  Dnjnsl;  inarmoeh  as  the  tables  of  sales 
show  Aat  hinds  which  have  been  lon^  in  maikvt 
atill  find  parehasers  at  the  minimdm  price  of  one 
dollar  and  tw«nij-five  ceois  per  acre.  These  ob- 
jections are  eMiiled  to  due  consideration;  aad  al- 
Ihongh  I  do  not  expect  to  liva  long  enough  to  see  a 
gmdnatian  law  standing  upon  its  own  bas's,  I  will 
briefly  notice  them.  As  to  the  first  objection,  it 
win  depend  entin  ly  on  a  prior  question;  that  b, 
wonld  the  chanae  be  for  the  better?  If  so,  there 
can  be  no  objection  on  that  gronnd;  as  frrquent 
changes  hare  been  made,  and  the  land  ayslem  has 
been  much  improvtd  by  them.  lastanre  the  sub- 
divisions of  Ibe  trac's;  the  inlroduetton  of  the  cash 
for  the  credit  <T»lem;  the  reduction  of  the  price 
fVcrm  two  dollar!>,  which  was  the  minimnm,  to  oa« 
dollar  and  twen^-flTe  e(nt«,  the  present  minimum. 
Ilie  second  posirion  is,  that  it  rednces  the  price  of 
the  real  e»taie  of  the  country.  This  aasnmpiioa  I 
■ihhilc  rather  spcoiotis  than  snbstantial;  h  wonld 


certainly  lend  to  sell  the  land,  and  cause  it  to  be 
improved  at  a  much  earlier  day  than  it  otherwite 
would  be;  and  as  the  value  of  the  improved  land 
depends  npon  the  state  of  the  improvement  of  the 
conniry,  it  follows  that  the coliivaliou  and  improre- 
meat  of  ihrse  landsat  an  early  day  most  tend  to 
increase  rather  than  diminish  the  value  of  the  other 
improved  landsln  the  same  section  of  country;  at 
least,  the  <  ff«ct  wonld  not  be  perceptible  against 
Ihis  view.  Jn  the  next  place,  it  is  contended  that 
the  principle  .of  graduation  by  lime^that  is,  the 
Irngih  of  time  lands  have  been  in  market — is  arbi- 
trary and  unjust,  because  lands  that  have  been 
long  in  market  still  find  purchasers  at  the  mini- 
mum price.  This  matter  is  perfectly  plain  and 
.'-raiple  of  solution.  Lands  have  an  intrinsic  and 
a  re!a'ive  value.  A  graduation  bill  by  time  only 
applies  to  the  intrinsic  valae  of  lands;  ibey  are  sold 
by  iVir  relative  value,  by  which  I  mean  that  the 
locality,  quality  of  soil,  water  pritrileges,-  timber, 
and  many  other  qualities,  compoce  ihe  intrinsic  va- 
lae of  a  pi<ce  of  land,  and  for  which  it  receives  an 
earlv  purchaser;  while  lands  wanting  any  of  these 
qualities  would  be  pv«ed  by  Ihe  settlerin  the  first 
instance;  but,  after  the  conotry  around  becomes 
Fettled  and  improved,  these  lands,  thus  passed  by, 
become  relatively  valuable'  in  consequence  of  Ibelr 
locality,  and  not  their  original  intrinsic  value;  and 
that  relative  value  finds  for  them  purchasers.  I 
have  no  doubt  hot  that  at  least  one  half  of  the 
lands  that  are  now  called  refuse  may  in  a  series  of 
years  bs  forced  npon  purchasers  at  the  minimnm 
price.  This  is  my  view  of  the  matter.  It  looks 
very  plain  to  me;  and  yet  it  has  eiciied  a  long  de- 
bate to  account  for  the  apparent  phenomena,  how 
conld  it  be  possible  that  these  landj  could  be  infe- 
rior land',  and  still  find  purchasers.  There  are 
connected  with  this  part  of  the  argnmeat  two  im- 
portant qaesiion<::  First,  is  it  right  for  Ihe  Govern- 
ment to  hold  up  tbe^e  lands  at  a  price  above  their 
intrinsic  valne,  until  they  are  sold  by  their  relative 
valae,  and  thereby  avail  itself  of  the  industry  of 
the  pureh/isers  of  the  snrroonding  lands  to  give 
that  relative  va'uel  The  other  if,  should  the  set- 
tlement of  the  country  be  retarded,  and  the  States 
p-obibited  from  taking  the  lands,  until  that  relative 
valne  shall  have  been  given  to  them  by  ihe  snr- 
•  rounding  improvements^  I  have  heretofore  thought 
that  both  of  these  questions  should  be  decided  in 
the  neeative,  and  have  vote-l  accordingly;  and,  as  I 
have  heard  no  complaint  of  my  voles  I  »hall  in 
this  instance  take  the  same  course,  ihongh  I  feel 
quite  easy  about  it,  and  would  willingly  conform  to 
the  will  of  my  State  by  voting  either  way,  or  make 
a  reasonable  compromise  of  the  whole  matter  to 
secare  greater  benefits  in  the  final  adjnstment  of  the 
land  ques'ion. 

I  come  now,  Mr.  President,  to  the  more  impor- 
tant qnestion  of  prr-smptioo  as  embraced  by  the 
bill  before  us.  As  I  have  already  said,  laws  on 
th;s  subject  have  been  passed  from  time  to  tim?, 
differing  in  some  particiilart  from  the  bill  before 
OS,  which  I  nill  look  into  as  I  progress  with  the  ar- 
gnmeEt. 

Bui,  before  I  give  my  views  upon  the  question,  I 
de.'ire'losay  a  few  words  in  relation  to  my  vote 
against  an  ameodment  to  the  orifiinal  bil',  which 
excluded  foreigners  from  the  benefits  of  pie-emp- ' 
lion.  It  has  been  nr^ed  by  Senators  that  the  re- 
striction should  have  been  incorporated  in  Ih'!  bill; 
tbev  con'end  that  persons  who  have  no  interest  in 
our  Government,  flod  who  owe  allegiance  to  a  fo- 
reijtn  power,  ought  not  to  have  the  benefits  of 
a  law  which  ihey  contend  grants  exclusive 
privileges.  There  is  much  Jforce  in  the  ar- 
gnnaeni,  and  were  there  not  countervailioR  consi- 
derations, I  should  be  disposed  to  go  with  them; 
but,  fir,  lei  it  be  remembered  that,  previous  to  ob- 
taining Ihe  benefit  of  the  law,  residence,  improve- 
ments on  and  cultivation  of  the  land,  are  requisite 
on  the  part  nflhe  pre-em|.lor;  this  I  considered  lan- 
tamoant  to  a  d'c'araiion  of  a  bona  fide  intention 
on  the  part  of  the  settler  to  become  a  citizen  of  the 
Uniti  d  Stales;  indeed,  it  is  one  of  the  most  concln- 
sive  evidences  of  that  intention  that  could  well  be 
conceived  of.  Still,  I  voted  to  require  the  declara- 
tion to  be  made  in  wri  iog  before  Ihe  pre  emption 
shall  operate.  I  cannot  agree  with  Senators  who 
think  (here  is  gr«at  danger  of  this  class  of  foreign- 


ers  overtorning  or  injoriog  the  Government,  by 
their  votes  or  otherwise.  Sir,  lei  me  tell  Senators 
that  this  is  not  ibe  class  of  men  from  whom  danger 
is  to  be  apprehended.  These  are  honest,  hard- 
working, indasiriens  men,  who  support  themselves 
and  families  by  ibe  sweat  of  their  brows;  men  who 
attend  to  their  own  bosineis,  and  cot  the  coosems 
of  the  public;  ihey  are  not  Ihe  class  of  political  fo- 
reigners who  hang  around  yonr  seaports  and  the 
suburbs  of  your  large  cities,  making  politics  their 
trade,  preach'ng  agrarian  and  loco  foco  doctrines 
in  the  daytime,  and  lighting  loco  feco  matches  and 
rioting  at  night— the  levellers  down,  becttoss  they 
cannot  level  up.  Men  who  do  not»t)eiake  them- 
selves to  honest  callings  for.a  livelihood,  and  who 
are  the  enemies  of  those  who  do;  these  are  the  men 
you  may  wateh;  bnt  when  you  see  a  foreigner  lake 
his  family  iaio  the  Western  country,  settle  down  on 
a  piece  of  wild  land,  commence  his  liiUe  improve- 
ment, surrounded  and  aided  by  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, von  nay  rest  satisfied  that  you  have  nothing 
to  fear  from  turn;  be  isafiheasefn!  class  of  foreign- 
ers that  altinately  become  onr  best  citizens.  The 
spiritlhat  prompts  him  10  acquire  property  will  in- 
duee  him  to  protect  aad  defend  it.  The  other  dass 
am  not  afl^t:d  by  pre-emption  laws,  for  they  wonld 
not  cultivate  and  improve  the  new  lands  if  yon 
won  id  give  them  the  privilege  free  of  cost.  I  have  . 
seen  many  of  this  class  in  Uie  West  as  well  as  in 
Ibe  Bast,  and  I  have  never  seen  one  of  them 
claiming  pre-emption  privileges.  The  other  class 
nsaally  apply  for  the  benefit  of  our  natiualiaation 
lawr,  and  become  eiiiaeos  at  the  earliest  period 
possible;  they  ate  good  members  of  society,  ai>d  I 
desire  to  give  them  all  eneonragement  I  can  «on- 
sisteatly  with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitniion. 

Daring  the  discussion  of  this  question,  the  ar- 
gnmeat was  pushed  fnriher  than  was  called  for  by 
Ihe  provisions  of  the  hill;  and  new  qnestions  were 
stamd,  or  rather  iprnng  upon  a.°,  one  of  which, 
being  an  important  one,  I  am  not  ditpessd  to  let 
pass  without  a  brief  notice.v  It  has  been  contend- 
ed that  the  States  have  the  power  to  confer  the 
rights  of  citizens,  or,  in  other  words,  citizenship, 
on  foreigners,  notwithstanding  the  Constitntion  of 
the  United  States  on  tfatu  subject  Others  have 
contended  that  this  can  only  be  done  in  ihe  ab- 
sence of  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  passing  na- 
turalization laws  on  the  part  of  Congress.  I  heard 
these  opiniom  advanced  by  distingnished  Seaators, 
and  I  confess  I  thought  at  the  time  that  both  were 
wrong — that  those  who  contended  for  the  first  of 
these  pcsitioBs  were  clearir  and  wholly  mistaken; 
and  ihi^t  thoe?  who  admit  toe  power  in  the  Slates, 
in  the  absence  of  the  exercise  of  the  power  by  the 
Federal  Qovemmeot,  had  taken  gronnd  that  conld 
not  be  maintained.  I  supposed  ibe  whole  poWer  to 
be  exclusive  in  Congress^  and  that  ia  no  case,  na- 
der  no  eircamstances,  could  the  States,  or  either  of 
them,  ezercii'e  it;  and  I  find,  on  consulting  a  high 
authority,  (Story  on  the  ConsKlution,)  that  I  was 
right.  I  will  read  to  the  Senate  what  that  learned 
commentator  says  on  the  subject.  3d  vol.  Com- 
mentaries, chap.  16,  he  says: 

"ThapioprlXToreanfidine  the  psmr  ta  aitabUiih  a  nnifomi 
ruleoflwluraUzaUon  to  the  National  Government  eeema  not  to 
haveoccaaiooedany  (}oubL  or  controversy  Eoilie  cnnvention.  For 
aught  thatappeanon  thajoamala,  itwaeconcedeil  wiitiout  ob- 
jection. Under  the  ciRifederaiioa.  the  8taie«  poeaeaed  ilieMie 
aathoritf  to  exerviae  the  powerfand  tlie  diatlmilaritj  ot  the  tjt- 
lem  in  difTerent  Siaiea  wae  generally  admitted  as  a  prominent 
defect,  and  laid  the  foundaiion  of  many  delicate  and  Intricate 
queailoiH.  AatiM  firee  intaaUiania  of  each  State  weie  entiiled 
to  all  thepiivilena  andimmnnitiea  of  riiiuniiaallihe  other 
Stales,  it  lollowea  that  a  .single  Slate  possessed  ihc  power  of 
forcing  Into  erenr  other  iJtate,  with  the  enjoynrieni  of  etery  im- 
muniiy  and  priTiMgs,  any  aUeo  whom  it  might  choose  to  incor- 
porau  into  its  own  society,  however  repugnant  such  admission 
mighibe  10  iheii  polity,  convenience,  and  even' rteiudlccs.  In 
efllct,  every  Slate  possessed  the  power  of  naturalizing  aliens  in 
sTWTMhsrSiaie—apoweras  mischievous  in  lu  oaiare  as  it 
was  indiscreet  in  its  actual  exercise  In  oneBiate,  residence 
(ora  short  time  might  and  did  confer  the  rights  of  ciiiwnshlp; 
in  others,  qual'fleations  of  greater  iropoitancs  were  iMnired. 
An  aliei),  theiefoie,  imapaeiiaiad  for  the  posaassioo  orcsnaln 
rights  by  the  laws  of  die  lauer,  might,  by  a  previous  residence 
and  naiuralliation  hi  the  former,  elade  at  pleasure  all  their  rt- 
Iniary  regvlationB  lor  tM-  pnMection;  end  it  has  bean  nawiIMl, 
with  equal  truth  andiusiica,  that  it  was  owing  to  mere  casualty 
that  die  exerciseof  this  power  undf  r  the  Confederation  did  not 
Invole  the  noion  in  the  moet  serious  embarrassments.  There 
isgrsatwtrlom,  therefor*,  in  confiding  to  the  National  O*. 
nrnmeat  ihs  power  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturaliza 
lion  tbraucbout  ths  ITniied  States.  '  It  is  of  the  deepest  interest 
in  ths  whols  Tlninn  to  know  w  ho  are  er.tiOed  to  enjoy  the  rights 
sf  eiticens  hi  each  B(aw,slnee  they  thsreby.  In  efied,  hecooM 
sotitlsd  to  die  rights  of  citisena  in  all  the  Suies.  If  aliens 
might  be  admitted  indiacrimiaately  to  enjoy  all  ths  rights  of 
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rii.tdiw  at  (be  will  of  *  lingle  Suie,  ihs  Union  iinelf  might  be 
endangorfld  by  in  influx  or  roreigners  ho«[ile  to  it<4  tnRiitailona, 
ignonuiiof  luiMwera,  and  incapabia  of  a  daa  eaiimata  of  fu 
prtTjIrfaa. 

'^Itfullowa  from  tlie  very  nature  of  the  power  lhat«  to  be 
uaefuti  it  rotut  bo  exclusive;  tor  a  concurrent  power  in  the 
fltatea  would  bring  tuck  all  t4ie  eviM.and  embarrnflemenis  which 
tba  uniform  rule  of  the  Constitution  waa  designed  to  remedy. 
Ami,  accordingly,  though  there  waa  a  momentary  hesitation, 
when  the  Coastltutiou  first  went  imo  operation,  whether  the 
^wer  might  not  still  be  exercised  by  the  dtaiea,  subject  only  to 
tba  conical  01  Congreas,  so  far  as  the  Ingi'laii  n  of  the  latter  ex- 
tandeiL  aa  the  auprcmelaw;  yet  the  power  is  now  firmly  esu- 
lilishedlobe  exclusive.  The  Federalists,  indeed,  introduced 
ttai*  very  eaaeas  entirely  clear,  toilluairstethe  doctrinauran 
axdualT^power  by  implication,  arising  Irom  iIm  npugnanry 
ufaaimilar  poi^r  in  the  States.  'Thie  power  roust  neceasarily 
bf.  exdasiTe,'  aaya  the  author,  "because  i(  each  Slate  had 
power  to  prsicribe  a  diatlnci  rtila,  there  coald  be  no  nniiorm 
rule.' " 

The  doctrines  b«re  laid  down  by  the  learned 
commmtaior  are  Tally  sosiained  by  the  oonclo- 
sire  aatborities  to  «hieli  he  refers,  and  soMain  the 
two  poaitinns  for  which  I  coniend. 

Firs'.  That  the  power  over  the  subject  or  nam- 
ralization  is  vested  in  Congress,  and  is  denied  to 
the  Slater,  and  is  consfqaeoily  exelasive.  And, 
Moondly,  (bat  no  State  cm  create  an  alien  a  dii- 
Zi>n  of  such  State,  as,  by  that  means,  sacb  person 
would  in  effect  become  a  cit'znt  of  every  other 
State. 

I  have  ihongbt  proper,  Ur.  President,  to  place 
this  matter  distinctly  bKbre  the  country  tint  it  may 
be  understood,  especially  as  it  has  been  rraisad  in 
tbis  debate,  and  dfierent  views  have  been  presented 
by  distinguished  Senators. 

It  will  be  my  purpose,  tor  a  few  mooienls,  to 
call  back  ih«  atteniinn  tf  iheSeaatetotke  pre-emp- 
tion bill  at  the  point  where  we  lelt  it.  Tba  objec- 
tions to  a  pre-emi!iion  bill,  so  (ar  as  I  can  onder- 
stand  iheoi,  are,  first,  that  such  a  b  II  meontages 
perrons  to  leave  the  o'd  S'aies  rnd  settle  in  the 
new.  To  tbis  I  woald  say,  that  surely  Senators 
would  not  deprive  ihe'r  brethren  of  ifce  privilcj;e  of 
bettering  tbeir  condition  in  life  if  they  think  proper 
to  do  so  We  are  all  in  parsoit  of  happinc&;,  and 
if  any  portion  of  the  eitizetis  of  the  i  Id  ^Stales  are 
willing  ta  leave  the  homes  of  their  fathers  and  mi- 
grate to  the  West  in  starch  of  a  beitrr  home,  bard 
would  be  that  heart  tb>t  would  prevent  ihem;  and 
harder  still  wonid  be  the  hiart  of  ibose  who  would 
not  receive  tbem  with  open  arms.  Ouns  U  a  com- 
mon  country,  and  let  wt  never  forget  that  neither 
our  affections  for  each  other  nor  onr  love  of  coun- 
try should  be  teparated  by  geographical  bounda- 
ries or  Sta'e  linrs. 

Secondly.  It  is  objected  that  the  prineiplegrants 
ezelnsive  privileges  to  a  class  of  men  whojinsh  in 
advance  of  civilization  and  seize  up.  n  the  publ'c 
property,  and  it  has  even  been  suggested  thai  they 
might  bie  restrained  by  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment. To  Ibis  I  would  say,  that  legisla'ion  should 
always  adapt  itself  to  the  condition  of  affairs.  We 
must  look  at  things  as  they  are,  and  not  as  they 
might  be  supposed  to  be,  or  we  Irgislate  for  a  sup- 
posed and  not  a  leal  state  of  things.  Tnat  spirit  of 
enterprise  and  discovery  which  is  character  siie  of 
the  AJiglO'Sazon  race — that  spirit  that  animated  the 
Pilgrims,  and  the  first  settlero  at  Jamestown — that 
spirit  that  prompted  a  Boun,  a  Clark,  and  a  Ken- 
ton, to  penetraie  the  Western  wilds  and  encounter 
andoverooirethc  perils  Ibat  surrounded  ih;m — that 
spirit  which  fired  th?  eaily  settlers  of  the  West,  in- 
duced them  to  leave  the  feacefol  homfs  of  their 
fathers,  and  brave  ihe  savage  rifle  and  lomabawk, 
tosettlea  newcoaniry — 1  say  ihAt  same  spirit  is 
impelling  our  people  onward;  the  tide  that  com- 
menced rising  and  flowing  west  fnim  the  shores  of 
the  Atlantic  is  still  rolling  on,  and  can  only  be  ar- 
rested by  the  waves  of  the  Pacific.  Our  people  are 
already  settling  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and 
in  a  few  years  morf  there  will  be  a  naiit^n  of  onr 
citizens  in  that  ri^on.  Yon  need  not  talk  of  ar- 
resting this  spirit;  it  forms  a  nob!e  trait  in  onrcba- 
lacter,  and  it  should  be  provided  for.  The  privi- 
leges graniad  are  those  of  seleriiog,  cceufying, 
cultivating,  and  paying  for  at  the  minimum 
price,  a  quarter  (eciion  cf  Government  land, 
securing  to  the  settler  I  be  fruits  of  b^s  own  in- 
dustry in  exclusion  of  all  oihcrs.  It  is  said  that 
these  lands,  if  sold  at  pablic  aodion,  would 
bring  a  higher  price  ihan  the  minimam.  Tbis 
may  he  so  in  many  cases;  bat  here  again  we 
must  look  at  the  mattfi  in  its  tin*  light.    I  consi- 


der the  pre  emption  lawsmi-tely  declaratory  of  the 
custom  or  coaamim  law  of  the  settlers.  If  you  make 
yonr  public  i-ales,  and  put  np  lands  thus  improved, 
the  ietiler  wi.l  become  ibe  purchaser  at  the  mini- 
mam price.  Mo  one  will  bid  against  him;  no 
honest  man  would  tske  from  a  poor  man  the 
impiovements  he  had  made  on  apiece  o£land,  and 
no  dishone.<t  ana  would  dare  to  do  it  Previous 
to  a  sale  »l\  the  settlers  in  the  district  have  a  per- 
fect anderttanding  that  each  is  to  have  ihe  piece 
of  land  ba,  lives  upon,  and  they  will  neither  bid 
against  each  oiber,  nor  will  any  other  person  ri-^k 
the  consequences  of  taking  from  any  one  his  im- 
provements by  purchasing  bis  lot  of  land.  Sir, 
who  could  do  ill  Who  would  dare  to  do  ii7  Wbose 
eODseience  wonld  suffer  him  to  do  it?  And  here 
let  mt  answer  a  position  assumed  by  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Mahodm;]  he  spoke  of 
the  bowie  knife  and  the  rifle  settling  the  question 
of  pre-emption  between  the  settlers  themselves.  I 
know  the  Seitator  wonld  not  make  Ihe  statement, 
unless  be  believed  that  the  consequences  he  fears 
would  grow  out  of  such  conflicts;  but  let  me  assure 
him  he  is  wholly  mi^taUen.  Ooepre-emptor  has  just 
as  much  regard  for  the  pre-emption  right  of  another 
as  he  has  for  the  personal  property  of  his  nrgbbor, 
or  as  the  citizen  land  holder  of  the  old  States  has 
for  the  real  estate  of  others  to  which  he  has  no  claim 
or  title;  or,  in  other  «ords,  the  occupancy  and  culti- 
vation of  land  by  a  settler  secures  to  him  the 
right  to  purchase  that  land,  in  ( xclnsion  of  every 
other  settler,  as  efBNstnally,  by  the  custom  of  the 
seulers,  as  if  pre-emption  laws  guarded  bis  claim. 
I  may  here  be  asked  why  pass  a  pre  emption  law 
tben7  My  answer  is  the  same  that  would  be  given 
to  the  passage  cf  a  declaratory  sutnie;  to  leave  no 
dpubt  on  the  subject  in  the  mind  of  any,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  a  possible  case  that  might  occor.  When 
I  am  on  ihis  point,  I  must  say  one  word  as  to  the 
genenl  character  of  these  pioneers.  I  may  be 
pardoned  fur  sopposing  that  I  have  had  some  op- 
portunities of  judging  that  some  Senators  who  have 
spoken  have  not.  More  than  twenty  years  of  my 
life  hav»  beea  spiat  on  the  frontier.  I  have  seen 
my  Slate  in  hv-r  infancy,  with  the  fairest  and  largest 
portion  of  her  territory  in  the  posseasion  of  the  In- 
dian*. I  have  seen  her  pass  through  the  different 
gradations  of  improvement,  until  she  has  arrived 
at  ker  present  high  grade  in  the  comparison  with  her 
sisters.  I  have  seen  the  first  rnds  hnl,  the  first 
log  cabin,  erected  by  the  first  occupant  of  the 
wilds  of  what  is  now  the  most  beaniifnl  and  highlv 
improved  portions  of  my  State.  I  have  seen,  heard, 
and  conversed  with,  the  early  settler,  and  let  m« 
assure  Senators  he  is  the  last  man  that  would  wil- 
lingly do  injuttice  to  his  country,  and  the  very  first, 
in  times  of  peril,  to  bare  his  manly  bosom  and 
nerve  his  strong  arm  in  her  defence;  and  although 
he  may  be  as  rough  and  as  rude  as  his  own  log  tene- 
ment, his  heart  Wts  with  patriotic  emotions  for 
bis  country;  he  is  a  warm  friend,  a  kind  neighbor, 
ever  hospitable  to  strangers,  and,  still  better,  an 
honest  man;  his  poverty  and  his  enterprise,  with 
the  hope  of  bettering  his  condition,  and  providing 
for  his  family,  stimulate  him  to  leave  his  old 
friend.*,  the  homes  and  the  graves  of  those  who  are 
dear  to  him,  plunge  into  the  wilderueis,  and  un- 
dergo the  perils  and  deprivatinm  incident  to  the  set- 
tlement of  a  new  country.  Do  you  ask  m»  wbeie 
is  the  evidence  cf  his  industry  snd  usefulness?  I 
answer  yon  by  poimiog  to  tbe  West.  Qo  there  and 
see  for  yourselves— let  the  great  West  answer  for 
the  emigrant. 

I  have,  Mr.  President,  a  single  remark  to  make 
upon  a  question  arising  out  of  a  principle  of  the 
particular  bill  before  the  Senate.  The  principle 
of  granting  prospective  pre  empi ions  has  been 
strenoousiT  opposed,  as  being  a  departure  from 
previous  laws  on  the  subject;  as  holding  out  a 
bounty  in  advance,  for  settlement.  As  to  the  first 
of  these  positions,  I  most  say  that  a  prospective 
pre  emption  is  much  more  justifiable  than  a  re- 
tro>pee(ive  one.  The  case  stated,  in  my  opinion, 
settles  the  question.  In  the  ease  of  a  retrospective 
pre-emption,  yon  justify  a  trespass  actually  com- 
mitted on  the  public  lands,  and  grant  to 'he  tres- 
passer the  benefits  of  the  pre  emption  law,  for  yon 
have  a  law  in  full  force  declaring  it  to  be  a  trespass 
to  enter  upon  these  lands,  destroy  the  timber,  take 


sione,  or  commit  other  ac's  inconsistent  with  Ihe 
rights  of  th:  Qovernmrnt.  In  the  other  caie,  yon 
justify  no  trespass,  but  by  law  grant  the  privilege  to 
the  actual  settler.  The  second  positien  assumed  I 
answer  by  sayinx  that  such  has  been  the  practice 
of  ihe  Government  for  a  series  of  } ears;  that  the 
stimulus  created  by  a  prospective  pre-emption  law 
wonld  not  be  pertseptible.  The  settler  relies  with 
full  confidence  on  the  recurily  of  his  right  of  pre- 
emption, either  by  a  retrospective  law,  such  as  we 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  passing  for  hia  benefit, 
or  the  custom  or  common  law  of  settlers,  of  which 
I  have  spoken.  I  dismi-.s  tbis  part  of  the  subject 
with  the  single  additional  remark,  that,  as  pre-emp- 
tion laws  have  been  passed,  as  they  have  not  beat 
productive  of  any  visible  public  injury,  and  as  that 
portion  of  our  lellow-citizens  for  whose  benefit 
they  are  passed  confide  in  their  continuance,  I  see 
no  impropriety  in  the  measure  if  tuffideBtly 
guarded. 

Having  noticed  tbe  graduation  and  pre-emption 
principles,  I  must  proceed  to  the  examination  of 
tbe  bill  of  the  Senator  from  Sr'a'h  Carolina,  IMr. 
Cauiodn,]  called  the  cession  bill.  It  is  not  my 
purpose  to  discuss  the  whole  details  of  the  bill,  bat 
10  merely  state  rome  of  the  prominent  objeetions  to 
it,  at  least  those  objeetions  that  have  satisfied  my 
mind  ihat  it  onght  not  to  become  a  law.  I  have 
already  slated  that  I  fully  concurred  with  thai  Se- 
nator in  the  importance  and  magnitude  of  the  sab- 
ject,  and  tbe  propriety  of  its  arrangement,  so  a*  to 
rid  Congress  of  the  subject,  if  possible.  In  these 
poin's  the  Senator  and  myaelf  agree;  but  in  the  rr- 
medy  he  proposes,  we  totally  disagree.  I  have  al- 
ready showgd  that  his  bill  only  coven  the  lands  in 
the  nine  States,  amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to 
only  160,000,000  acres  out  of  ten  hundred  millioas, 
the  whole  qnantiiy;  hence  the  apparent  iuUequacy 
of  the  proposed  measarc  10  lemnve  tbe  difficulties 
of  the'  present  system.  But  I  desire  to  pursue  this 
matter  further,  and  show  the  gro!s  inequalityof 
tbe  measure  as  applied  to  the  nine  new  Stales.  The 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  PassroN]  tooeh- 
ed  this  point  in  his  remarks  tbe  other  day,  in  his 
usual  able  manaer,  and  has  relieved  me  from  the 
neecssky  of  going  so  much  at  large  into  it  aa  I 
would  otherwise  have  done.  I  bold  in  my  hand  a 
table  piepared  for  tbe  Qommittee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  appended  by  that  eommiitee  to  tbe  report  <m 
the  bill  I  am  now  discussing,  without,  it  seems, 
even  noticing  the  glaring  ineqnali^  presented  by  it.  . 
Sir,  I  present  thei  Ubie  to  tbe  Senate:  it  is  aa  im- 
portant documen,  essential  to  a  correct  aaderstand- 
ing  of  the  position  I  am  examining:* 

By  an  examination  of  this  table,  the  great  diver- 
sity in  tbe  condition  of  the  nine  new  Siatos  will  ap- 
pear in  a  glaring  light.  I  will  take  the  two  Stales 
will  appear  in  a  glaring  light,  I  will  take  the  two 
States  of  Indiana  and '  Arkaufas  lo  illnstrato  tbe 
idea.  The  aggregate  of  the  whole  of  tbe  public 
lands  that  Indiana  contained,  as  estimatsd  by  the 
table,  was  30,639,359  acres;  of  this  qoanUty  there 
have  been  aold  15,158,703  acres;  granted  to  the 
State  and  individuals,  for  all  purposes,  1,074,163 
acres;  unsold,  including  lands  unsorveyed,  4,396,494 
aerer,  the  purchase  money  received  by  the  Oeoieral 
Government  iau>  the  National  Treasury  from  the 
sale  of  the  15  158,703  acres  is  |I9  336,301.  The 
qaaotiiyof  land  in  Arkansas  is  3l,46i910  acres. 
Of  these  there  have  been  sold  3,464,710  aere»; 
granted  to  the  State  and  individuals  for  all  purpeses 
976  896  acres;  and  there  remain  unsold  38,037,304 
acres.  Tbe  United  Stateshave  received  for  thesale 
of  these  3,464,710  acres  the  sum  of  |3,1I0,897. 
Indiana  contains  a  population  of  near  700  000  soils, 
and  Arkansan  a  population  of  about  100,000  sonb. 
Thus  stand  tbe  two  States.  Now  let  us  see  the  ap- 
plication of  the  principles  of  ihe  bill  of  Ihe  Sena' 
lor  from  South  Carolina  to  these  two  Sutes.  Here 
stands  Indiana  with  her  700,000  soals,  hsving  paid 
into  the  National  Treasury  the  sum  of  #19  336,301 
f  r  the  lands  already  sold,  receiving  under  the  bdl 
her  thirty-five  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  ibe  r*- 
maining  4,396,494,  while  Arkansas  with  her 
100,000  souls,  having  paid  into  the  National  Trea- 
sury only  |3,U0,897,  woald  receive  her  thirty-five 
per  cent,  of  her  98,037,304  acres,  subject  to  like 
charges.  So  thai  Arkansas,  containing  ibe  smaller 
population,  and  having  paid  the  least  money  into 
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tbe  National  Treatary,  would  receive  (reaily  ibe 
moet  in  ibe  dividend.  I  might  mn  oat  tbe  idea, 
and  path  tbe  argoment  on  this  poini;  bat  as  my  ob- 
ject ,it  brevity,  and  as  I  have  macb  yet  to.  say,  I 
will  pass  to  the  consideration  of  another  view  «f 
tlie  sabjeet,  believing  that  I  am  understood  by  tbe 
Senate. 

In  presenting  another  view  of  the  SQbjcei,  I  may 
b*  permitted  to  eoniratt  ihe  beaellts  to  ibe  new 
Statwsappesed  by  the  friends  of  rhe  bill  to  be  eon- 
ferred  by  it  with  those  arising  from  the  distribation 
plan,  which  is  its  aotagoaist  mcasare.  And  in 
this  poiat  of  view,  I  am  prepared  to  show  that  even 
Axkantas,  oneof  ibe  m(>st  favored  Sta'eii,  would 
be  much  tbe  gainer  by  tlie  dislribotion  bill  even  in 
a  peeaniary  point  of  view,  if  she  hid  as  much  In- 
dian title  to  extioguiih  as  Michigan,  and  coDSaing 
it  ezclosively  in  the  csiiinate  to  the  lands  lying  in 
Arkanias.  If  I  snsuin  this  position,  it  follows 
that  there  ii  not  a  single  S'ate  in  ihe  Union,  hold- 
ing land  subject  to  the  eztingni^bment  of  Indian 
title,  that  could  take  the  measure  wiihoat  a  great 
peeaniary  sacrifice  as  a  tnbsii>ute  fur  >he  distriba- 
tion bill.  Senators  may  think  I  am  ventatirg  npon 
bold  ground,  and  I  am  very  sure  the  Senator  from 
Soaih  Carolina,  in  my  eye,  believes  that  the  posi- 
tion eaonot  be  mainiained;  bat  lei  him  bear  me 
answer  the  aigument  growing  out  of  a  (tatemeni 
ol  the  case,  for,  fortonately  lor  me,  the  case  is  not 
to  be  made  oot  by  argomcni;  Ibe  proof  lies  in  the 
statement  of  the  facts  of  tbe  case.  Arkansas,  by 
tbe  bill  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caroliaa,  would 
receive  thirty-five  per  cent,  npon  the  sales  of  her 
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■and  in  Ohio  end  liHUaiia;  nnkiog,  In  all,  about  nine  mtlliona 
aolahiat. 


aosold  lands.  She  will  receive,  as  the  law  now 
stands,  five  per  cent,  which  is  taken  frcm  her  by 
the  bill  and  included  in  the  tbirty-C''e  per  cent.; 
this  leaves  her'ihiriy  per  ouit.  The  disiribqiion 
-bill  gives  her  twelve  and  one-half  p*!!  ceial.  acd 
leavrs  her  in- possession  of  her  five  pcif  cam  a<ak- 
ing  seventeen  and  ooe-half  per  cent.;  anu  ^j«b 
gives  her  her  proportion,  in  the  ratio  of  representa- 
tion, of  the  other  eighiy-lwo  r.nj  one-balf  per  cent, 
whicfa  would  raise  the  aggregate  amount  to  be  re- 
ceived by  tbe  Stale  lo  .over  twenty-per  cent,  wiih- 
oat any  expense  of  the  land  system,  or  tbe  extin- 
guishment of  Indian  title,  leaving,  at  ibis  stage  of 
the  calculation,  less  than  ten  per  cent,  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Cai.BOVN'8  bill.  For  thij  ten  per  cent,  the 
Slate  would  be  compelled  to  pay  ihe  expenses  of 
Ihe  land  system,  the  surveys,  ihe  sales  nl  the  land, 
and  the  extioguisbmeni  of  the  Indian  titUj  for  the 
provisions  in  the  bill  are: 

■This  eeetlon,  together  with  the  portion  of  the  atlas  to  be  re- 
tained br  the  Stateerespectirely  under  the  proriaiona  of  this 
ill  be  In  -  ■•    -  •    -  -     • 


act,  shall 


k  full  of  the  fire  per  cent,  fund,  sr  uij  pert  there. 


_,_.__  .        _        *pei , ^^ 

of  not  alreo/tjr  accrued  to  any  stale;  and  the  nild  Statei  shall  be 
exclusively  liable  for  all  charges  that  may  heresfler  arise  from 
the  surreys,  salee,  and  managemeut  of  the  public  lands  and  ex- 
tinguishment of  Indian  lille  within  the  Umiia  of  said  States  re- 
speciively." 

Now,  sir,  can  any  Senator  say  that  the  State 
could  do  all  that  is  required  of  her  for  the  ten  per 
cent  t  or  would  any  Stale  accept  of  such  a  propo- 
sition in  lieu  of  the  disinbution  bill,  if  boih  were 
?res.'ntedf  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  look  a  little 
urther  into  the  cost  of  this  matter,  or,  as  in  the 
ca^e  of  Bumble,  the  beadle,  to  examine  ihe  spoon.t, 
and  see  if  they  are  the  pure  stuff.  What  is  in- 
cluded in  tbe  extinguishment  of  Indian  lille7  My 
eye  has  beei  turned  a  little  to  that  matter,  and  ihere 
may  be  some  items  that  even  some  of  ihe  Senators 
from  the  new  States  now  favoring  this  bill  have  not 
coniiidered.  I  will  name  some  of  them  for  tbe  coe- 
sidcration  of  the  Sena>e.  The  costs  or  expense  of 
extinguishing  Indian  title  include  ihe  expense  of 
hnldinc  the  treaty,  iocludiog  tbe  support  of  he  In- 
d  ansin  iheir  entampm^nt  and  in  council;  tbe  costs 
of  the  commission  to  hnld  the  trealt;  the  price 
given  for  Ihe  landt;  tbe  removal  of  the  Indians 
West;  the  purchase  cf  lands  for  Ihem  for  iheir 
new  home;:;  their  support  in  their  new  position  for 
at  least  a  year;  the  expense  of  a  commission  to  in- 
voaigate  ci<iims  against  them;  for  all  these  enter 
into  t'le  consideration  of  modern  treaties.  Would 
len  per  cent,  pay  these  expen.se,'.?  Let  one  of  the 
Sutps  try  it,  and,  my  word  for  it,  such  State  will  be 
lantely  minus  in  the  atxoant.  Then,  sir,  the  bill 
is  clearly  delusive  to  the  new  Stales,  mostcrriainly 
not  so  intended  by  the  diitinguished  mover,  for  I 
give  him  full  cielit  fur  good  faith  to  lho.se  State*; 
but  it  seems  to  me  he  has  not  done  justice  to  bis 
strong  and  vigorous  mind,  by  bringing  it  to  bear 
fully  npon  the  subject,  or  he  woald  not  have  pre- 
sented this  bill  as  just  to  all,  or  specially  b{eneficlal 
to  any  of  the  new  States. 

There  is,  however,  another  view  of  ihe  question 
which  should  settle  the  metier  beyond  controversy. 
The  argument  I  have  iotrodaced  ha«  been  con- 
fined 10  an  examination  of  the  bill  with  reference 
to  the  lands  lying  in  ihe  Stales.  This  is  a  very  cir- 
cumscribed view  of  Ihe  ca.<.e.  I  so  intended  it,  as 
■I  covers  cnly  on*  hundred  and  sixiy  millions  of 
acres  out  of  the  ten  hundred  millions  of  acres. 
Ba'  still  it  ma."!  not  be  forgoiien  that  while  the  bill 
of  the  Senaior  from  South  Carolina  confines  iL<»lf 
to  thc-one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  acres,  tbe 
dicitiibutinn  measure  covers  the  whole,  and  distri- 
butes, not  only  ihe  proceeds  of  the  one  hundred 
and  sixty  millions,  but  also  of  tbe  residoe  of  the 
ten  hundred  millions;  and  while  the  cession  bill  es- 
tablishes the  piinciple  tha'  so  soon  as  a  State  is  ad- 
miit'd  into  the  Union  the  lands  must  be  ceded,  the 
other  continues  ihc  disttibution.  Without,  there- 
fore, going  into  the  great  variety  of  important 
questions  which  have  been  discussed  by  others  rela- 
tive to  tbe  pod-er  and  expediency  of  lbs  amend- 
ment of  the  Sonaior  from  South  Carslina,  I  am 
compelled  lo  arrive  at  the  coneiasion  that  it  is  my 
duty  to  role  against  it;  and  if  it  should  pass  and 
become  a  law,  and  the  qaestion  shall  be  put  lo  me 
whether  the  proposition  should  be  accepted  by  my 
State,  I  should  have  to  answer  in  the  negative. 

I  have  now,  Mr.  President,  arrived  at  that  point 


of  tbe  argument  when  it  becomes  ntce&sary  lo  dis- 
cuss the  mii.a  tubject  bercre  n»!  I  mean  the  pro- 
posed amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
{but.  CaiTTmit^^H. ) 

'JHere  Mr.  MiCiiaica  asked  Mr.  Smith  to  give 
way  to  I  iw.'Mu  lo  adj^-.m.  Mr.  S.  having  sjokcn 
over  an  oour  and  a  fialf,  and  it  being  late  iii  toe 
evening,  the  Senate  adjourned.] 

At  ihe  moment  of  the  adjournment,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, on  yesterday,  I  bad  arrived  at  what  seefited 
to  me  lo  be  the  main  qaesiion  befure  the  Senate. 
I  had  said  something  about  Ihe  graduation  i^d 
'  pre-emption  bills  and  their  kindred  subjects.  I  had 
attempted  to  examine  some  of  ibf  prt^yisions  of  t|)e 
bill  of  the  Sena  or  from  Soatb  Carolina.  I  had 
admitted  the  importance  of  the  question  before  its, 
andl  bad  i;iged  tbe  great  importance  and  the  ar- 
gent necessity  of  placing  this  whole  matter  on  Ihe 
basis  of  a  judicious  compromise.  Commencing, 
therefore,  at  the  point  where  my  remarks  were  ar- 
rested, ((of  I  shall  avoid  repetition  as  much  as  pos- 
sible,) I  will  proceed  to  give  my  views  upon  tbe 
qae.--iioa  of  di»iribution,  in  which  it  will  be  my  ptur- 
pose  to  show  why  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  entitled  to 
my  support,  and  lo  answer  some  of  the  objections 
that  bad  been  urged  against  it.  Tlie  Senator  fro^ 
Arkansai  [Mr.  Sevier]  alluded  to  this  subject  the 
other  day,  and  I  confess  I  was  rather  disappointed 
in  his  coarse  of  remarkt:  I  did  expect  and  I  did 
hope  to  hear  that  Senator  discuss  the  merits  of  Ihe 
proposition.  I  was  anxioui  lo  hear  his  views,  for 
they  are  usually  marked  with  a  strong  vein  of 
common  sense  and  practical  illastraiion.  The  Se- 
nator, however,  declined  the  argument,  and  con- 
tented himself  wih  saying  ihat  the  measure  was 
dead,  and  by  telling  as  that  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri [Mr.  Benton]  had  killed  it.  Yes,  Rays  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas,  the  Senator  from  Missoari 
murdered  it  as  soon  as  it  was  introduced.  I  hope  < 
the  Senator  did  not  mean  to  e^args  the  malice 
aforethought,  which  is  a  cjnstitaent  of  tbe  crime  of 
technical  murder. 

[Mr.  Sivica  said  yes,  sir.] 
'  Well,  Mr.  President,  I  have  only  to  say  thai, 
while  malice  is  essential  to  constitute  a  killing 
murder  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  it  is  not  io  estential 
in  tbe  composition  of  a  legislator.  We  should 
meet  the  questions  lhat  are  preteiited  for  our  con- 
sideration with  calmness  and  deliberation.  I  do 
not«ay  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri  did  not  so 
discuss  this  question:  I  am  merely  replying  to  the 
remark  of  the  Senator  from  Arkansas. 

It  so  happens  that  I  differ  entirely  with  the  Sena- 
tor from  Arkansas  in  the  assump'ion  that  he  has 
indulged  in,  lhat  tbe  propi  sition  of  distribution  is 
either  killed  or  murdered.  Sir,  that  proposition  is 
not  dead,  but  liveih;  and,  let  me  tell  Senators  who 
think  that  it  is  dead,  that  they  will  find  it  not  only 
living,  but  that  it  is  destined  tp  become  the  law  of 
the  land,  and  that,  too,  before  many  more  sessions 
of  CongreES  shall  have  passed  by.  It  should,  in 
my  opinion,  Ung «inoe  have  been ' the  law.  If  the. 
bill  that  was  introduced  by  the  Senator  frcm  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  CLtT,]  and  wb  ci  passed  Congress 
during  the  administration  ofGmeral  Jackson,  had 
become  Ihe  law,  it  would  have  been  a  most  valua- 
ble measure  for  the  whole  Union,  and  especially  for 
my  Stale;  and  I  assure  you.  Sir,  while  many  of 
the  adherents  of  Qeaeral  Jackson  still  sustained 
him,  it  was  for  other  feasons  than  his  opposition  to 
the  distribuiioo  bill.  The  same  measure  is  now 
before  us,  and  I  sihall  ^ive  it  my  hearty  support, 
and  not  likf  my  friend  frcm  Arkansas.  L shall 
not  content  myself  with  a  mere  expression  of  opi- 
nion. I  desire  my  State  to  see  the  ilistioc:  grounds 
cf  my  soppon;  for  I  have  no  seniimeai  to  conceal 
on  this  or  any  other  measure. 

First.  I  support  the  bill  because  it  Is  the  only 
coroproisise  measure  upon  which  all  can  noiie, 
and  which,  with  proper  provisions,  will  do  ample 
justice  to  both  tbe  old  and  the  new  States.  The 
interest  of  the  new  States  will  be  amply  protected, 
and  the  rights  of  the  eld  States  will  be  maintained 
in  llie  dtsiribniion  of  the  fand.  Tbe  difficulties 
spoken  of  by  ibe  Seiiaior  from  South  Caroiina,  as 
arising  from  tbe  present  system,  will  be  partially 
obviated,  and  the  voice  of  disconient  between  the 
new  States  and  the  old,  growing  out  of  the  sub- 
ject, will  be  forever  hashed.    Instead  of  making 
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th*  b  II  rzpife  by  its  own  limitaiioa  in  a  few  j  e«rg, 
1  vuttlJ  make  It  •  f»[t  of  the  permanent  land 
'system. 

Sec  ndly.  I  soppprt  it  as  a  Western  measare. 
Tes.Tir,  as  a  Western  measure;  and  especially  as  a 
mearare  eallel  for  by  the  best  interests  of  my  State. 
He  mast  have  b>  en  blind  to  ibe  administriiion  ol 
pu  ilto  affairs  for  the  last  few  years,  who  has  not 
iirenthe  tendency  o(  the  Government  to  draw  the 
Ittoney  from  the  West,  through  the  land  ot&zts  and 
impost  dtvies,  and  expend  it  elsewhere.  I  hrard 
Ibe  Senator  from  Tennesse,  [Mr.  Akdirsoit,]  who 
Addressed  the  Senate  ihe  oiher  day  upon  this  point, 
with  great  saiisraction.  The  nuble  stand  he  took, 
and  the  independence  wiih  which  he  annoanccd 
his  views,  eommaad  my  nnqualified  approbation. 
Daring  the  last  three  years,  the  table  and  ezpendi- 
tafcs  will  show  that  the  expenses  of  the  Adminis- 
tration have  been  §89,885,730. 
Thn.*,  in  1838,  ....  |40.49r.Sl8 
1839,     ....       31,815,000 

1840 36,643,513 

Now,  how  mnch  of  this  fond  has  been  expended  in 
(he  Wesn  how  mneh  in  the  Norihwesit  Let  tte 
friends  of  the  Northern  harbors  answer;  let  the 
friends  of  the  Camberland  road  and  the  friends  to 
the  improvement  of  navigation  of  Western  rivers 
answer.  Not  a  dollar  of  this  vast  >am  was  ap- 
propriated to  the  protection  of  lake  comiberee; 
not  a  dollar  to  the  improvement  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Western  rivers.  The  imposition 
on  the  ccmmeree  of  the  Ohio  by  the  obstrac- 
tioa  of  the  navigation,  and  the  consequent  high 
tariff  of  tolls  at  the  falls,  still  remains.  The  Cam. 
Iwrland  road,  that  great  Wes'em  measnre,  the 
oonstraeiion  of  which  was  eomirenced  under  the 
kospiees  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  coniinned  Ihroogh 
the  sabsrqaent  Administrations  to  the  present,  lias 
been  suffered  to  unk  into  a  state  of  dilapidation, 
decay,  and  rain.  I  talked  ihe  oih^r  dty  with  a  con- 
tractor for  carrying  the  mail  in  my  Stale  on  this 
roa-l,  and  he  told  me  he  wool  i  have  to  abandon  his 
contraet  at  all  btzirds.  He  .<^aid  it  woold  ruin  him 
to  try  to  go  on,  for  the  mail  was  so  very  heavy,  that 
he  eoald  carry  no  pat^eogprs-,  and  so  rboa  as  the 
frost  was  ont  in  the  spring,  it  wonld  be  impossible 
for  fonr  of  the  best  horses  he  coald  get  to  travel 
more  than  two  miles  an  loar  opon  ii;  and  even 
then  ih*y  wonld  swamp  or  mire  down  at  the  worst 
places,  and  have  to  bi  rai<ed  by  rails  or  levers. 
And  yet,  sir,  oat  of  year  expenditare  of  near  one 
bandred  millions  of  dollars  in  the  last  three  years, 
not  one  dollar  cs'd  all  ihe  entreaties  and  arga- 
men's  we  could  use  obtain.  I  saw  the  tendency  of 
Ihe  doctrines  that  have  left  as  in  oor  prestaX  condi- 
tion, toroibly  exemplified  at  the  last  session.  After 
every  proposition  that  had  been  introduced  favora. 
Ue  to  the  Western  objrcs  which  I  have  named  had 
b«0p  roted  down,  and  It  was  declared  by  a  dislin. 
gaiAed  Senator  [Mr.  CiiLvruii]  that  oar  appropri- 
ations had  been  dried  ap,  a  proposition  was  intro- 
daeed  to  appropriate  f90,000  to  the  commcntement 
of  a  new  work  at  Pensacola,  on  the  Qulf  of  Mex- 
ico: the  same  Senators  that  voted  against  the  Cam- 
berland road  voted  for  ihe  Pensacola  work,  it  be- 
ing on  the  seaboard;  and  even  at  ihis  session,  when 
oy  fk'iend  the  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Yoinra] 
introduced  a  bill  making  a  small  appropriation  to 
the  Camberland  road,  and  proposed  to  let  it  remain 
on  the  orders  without  reference,  the  Senator  from 
Alabanu  [Mr.  Cut]  objected,  and  wished  the  com- 
mittee to  inqaire  into  the  propriety  of  borrowing 
money  for  this  road;  and  yet  I  am  greatly  mistaken 
if  the  same  Senator  did  not  vote  for  the  Pensacola 
appropriation  when  the  Oovernment  was  borrow- 
iiig  money,  without  ever  patting  that  qaesiion  to 
hioaelf.  I  introduce  this,  not  ^o  maeh  for  the  pur* 
poee  of  complaining,  as  to  show  the  tendency  of 
modern  doctrine!*,  and  the  propriety  on  our  part  of 
providing  for  (ontiDgeoc  es.  Not  that  I  have  any 
disposition  to  give  ap  the  Camberland  road  or  the 
lake  harbor*;  far  from  il:  I  expect  to  urge  them 
upon  the  consideration  of  Congress  so  Icng  as  I  am 
honored  inth  a  seat  in  this  bedy.  I  hope,  how- 
ever, lb  see  the  Camberland  read  provided  for  in 
the  final  adjostment  of  the  land  question  jit  the  next 
mMion  of  Congress.  It  was  originally  connected 
wlh  !t,  and  I  shall  contend  for  the  continuance  of 
Hetntaaection.    By  the  distribution,  at  least  a  por- 


tion of  the  money  that  U  drawn  from  us  will  be  re- 
mrned  to  nur  people  annaally.  The  viviiying  in- 
fluenre  of  these  annual  retoros  will  be  felt  in  every 
part  of  the  Union,  but  mere  especially  in  the  West, 
which  is,  by  the  modern  doetrices,  in  effect  cat  ofi 
from  a  participation  in  the  benefits  of  a  Nai'onal 
Tieasaty,  so  far  as  dirert  appropriations  are  con- 
cerned. I  can  speak  for  my  own  State.  I  know 
that  her  share  of  the  distribution  will  be  most  ac- 
ceptable to  her,  circumstanced  as  she  is.  And  as 
il  IS  her  right,  I  feel  it  to  b»  my  duty,  as  her  repre- 
sentative, to  arge  the  measare  by  my  voice  as  well 
as  by  my  vote. 

At  the  moioent  Ihe  Senator  from  Kentucky  intro- 
daced  his  amendment,  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  Lmif]  intimated  an  intention  of  moving  an 
ameadment  to  the  proposition  of  di8tribiilion,t6  ap- 
propriate the  land  lands  to  the  Navy  and  the  na- 
tioMtl  defences  exclusively.  I  suppose  he  meant 
the  defences  of  the  Western  frontier,  as  that  sa(>ject 
lies  nnareit  bis  heart. 

[Mr.  Linn,  from  his  seat,  said,  no,  sir;  the  en- 
dre  national  defences] 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  CaLsoan] 
catching  at  the  proposition,  bat  anderstandiog  it  to 
be  confined  to  Uie  Navy  alone,  took  the  occasion 
to  thank  the  Senator  from  Missouri  for  his  magtia. 
nimlty,  and  spoke  in  stiains  ifealogyand  high 
commendation  of  the  project.  This  is  bat  carrying 
out  the  policy  which  I  have  stated  has  given  the 
QuTernment  appropriations  a  salt-water  tendencj; 
bat,  sir,  as  a  Wesieni  Senator,  I  cannot  sustain 
either  of  there  propositions;  and,  let  met  me  not  be 
misundenieod:  there  is  no  one  here  who  would  go 
farther  to  sustain  the  nation  in  all  necessary  appro- 
priations for  these  objects;  but  let  the  funds  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  not  be  taken  ezclasively  from 
the  West;  let  not  the  door  be  closed  forever  to  a 
return  to  as  of  some  part  of  the  money  that  is  ab- 
stracted from  us  by  the  coniinnat  drain  of  Ihe  pub- 
lic lands  opon  the  pockets  of  oor  citizens.  I  con- 
fess that  the  two  propositions,  coming  from  the 
quarter  they  do,  are  somewhat  alarming  to  thoie 
who  hope  to  see  a  retarn  to  th^  West  of  a  portion 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  pablie  lands.  The  objects 
named  belong  to  the  general  charge;  they  are 
strictly  national,  and  let  the  nation  cherivh  them: 
for,  should  the  time  come  when  oar  pr.triotism  and . 
devotion  to  oar  country  shall .  call  upon  as  in  the 
Weit  to  aet  with  oor  brethren  in  the  defence  of  our 
common  country,  by  land  or  by  sea,  they  have  in 
the  past  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  the  future. 

Thirdly.  I  snstaia  ihe  proposition  because  a 
compromise  founded  upon  it  wilt  not  nasettle  the 
land  system,  but  preserve  it  'in  an  improved  form, 
while  all  Ihe  different  interests  represented  can  har- 
monize. On  the  other  hand,  the  effect  of  the  bill 
of  the  Senator  from  Sooth  Carolina  will  .be  to  an- 
settle  the  land  system,  create  the  relation  of  debtor 
and  creditor  between  Ihe  General  advernmenl  and 
the  Stales,  and  prodace  conflicts  arising  out  of  onr 
Indian  relations. 

The  disiribation  bill  will  also  go  far  to  equalize 
the  States  who  have  received  public  lands  for  vari- 
ous purposes.  The  Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr. 
Norvkll]  has  repeatedly  intodaced  this  sabject, 
claim  ng,  upon  equitable  principles,  that  the  other 
new  States  should  be  brought  op  to  the  standard  of 
Ohio,  that  has  received  more  of  the  public  land 
than  any  other  new  Stale.  Thib  bill  will  accom- 
plish that  object,  if  it  does  not  exceed  it.  The  131 
percent,  on  Ihe  unsold  lands  in  Michigan,  being  over 
31,000,000  acres,  woald  bring  that  State  more  than 
even  with  Ohio.  Michigan  has  received  969,759 
adM3,  Ohio  has  received  1,843,91 1  acres-^diffe- 
r?nce  873,153  acres;  121  per  cent,  or  I-8ih  of  the 
anwld  lands  in  Michigan  wonld  be  over  2,500,000 
while  the  I2i  ppr  cent,  on  the  2,000,000  acres  un- 
sold in  Ohio  woald  be  only  350,000  acres.  S) that 
the  effect  of  the  bill  will  be  entirely  favorable  to 
those  of  thtf  new  States  that  have  not  received  as 
much  of  the  publio  lands  as  Ohio. 

The:e  are,  briefly,  my  reasons  for  lopporting  the 
di-tribulion  bill.  llet  us  lo>k  at  the  grouo^  on 
which  Senators  place  their  objections  to  iis  passage. 
So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  nndeistand  them,  they 
are  these. 

First.  The  measare  is  nneonslilniioaal. 

Secondly.   It  will  retard  the  setilemem  of  tb« 


States  by  holding  up^  the  lands  for  prices  at  which 
they  will  not  readily  sell. 

Thirdly.  It  will  stimultte  the  Siatrs  to  drain  the 
Treasury  of  all  the  revenue  of  the  nation,  and  leave 
the  (Seneral  Government  helple&s. 

Foaithly.  It  will  corrupt  the  States,  and  produce 
prodigality  among  their  citizens. 

Fifthly.  It  will  make  it  neoeiaary,  by  abstracting 
the  proceed?  of  ihe  pablie  lands  from  the  geaeai 
revenue,  to  lay  additional  imposts  to  meet  tbedefieii. 

.These,  I  believe,  eemprise  the  principal  ofajee- 
lions;  I  have  stated  them  fairiy,  and  I  iatend,  in  the 
progress  of  the  debate,  to  meet  and  discuss  them 
in  (he  same  spirit  In  which  I  have  laid  them  down. 

The  first  qaesiioi|  is  one  of  grave  import,  for  If 
that  should  be  against  me,  the  argument  closes,  and 
the  bill  falls,  so  far  as  depends  upon  my  vote.  I 
am  apprised  of  the  position  that  is  maintained  by 
those  who  deny  the  constitntionaliiy  of  the  proposed 
measare;  they  contend  that  it  is  nnconsiitational 
to  raise  inoney  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  it 
among  the  States,  and  tbereifore,  inasmuch  as  the 
abstraction  of  the  land  fund  from  the  revenue  of 
the  General  Goipciuneat  creates  a  deficit  that  must 
be  made  np  by  an  increase  of  imposts,  it  raises  Ihe 
constitutional  objection.  The  view  thai  I  entertain 
of  the  conkiitatiooal  question  renders  il  cnneoessa- 
ry  for  me  to  examine  the  position  assumed,  whi«h 
I  admit  to  be  a  question  of  grave  import,  bill 
which,  upon  a  full  discussicn  in  Congress,  was  de- 
cided in  favor  o  the  power  upon  the  question  of 
distributing  the  surplus  revenue;  and  that  decision 
was  approved  of  by  the  late  President.  I  fM  no 
disponiion  to  open  the  argument  of  the  qoeslio* 
antil  the  case  shall  arise  making  it  necessary  for 
me  to  do  so. 

I  coniead  that  the  proposed  disposition  of  ih« 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  by  distributing  them 
amongi  the  States  aowrding  to  popnlat'on,  evi- 
denced by  their  representation  in  Coagresa,  is  Ihe 
most  constitaiional  disposition  that  can  be  madfr  of 
them,  and  that  a  failbful  discbatiie  of  Ihe  ooastin- 
tional  duties  of  Congr^  demands  the  measwe 
proposed.  The  land  qocstion  arose  prior  to  Mie 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitation;  it  was  a  Rs* 
volationary  measnre  in  its  origin;  it  bears  date  at  a 
period  anterior  to  that  at  whieh  ihe  General  Oe- 
▼emment  Iwd  the  power  of  letryiog  imposts  on  fls- 
Teign  merchandise;  and  h^nee  it  sever  was  eonaeel. 
ed  with  that  m'de  of  raisiog  revenue.  7^  diffe* 
rent  Stalefrduiiag  the  Revolntionsry  war,  had  eon- 
traeted  debts  which  the  Confederation  deshred  lo  see 
liquidated.  Many  of  the  Sta'es  owned  large  Iriett 
of  wild  land,  Virginia  being  the  lantest  proprieibr, 
hrr  claim  eovering  the  most  of  the  Northwest  Ter- 
ritory, now  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  tnd 
WisJconsan.  Cessions  of  these  lands  were  mnde 
by  the  proprietary  Stales  to  the  Confedemtiw. 
Thai  of  Yiiglnia,  which  may  be  selected  to  test  the 
question,  after  ceding  her  lands,  provided  the  use  to 
whieh  they  should  be  applied,  as  follows: 

••ThMc  lands  •hall  tw  eaoMtmd  «  eommoa  food  tor  tlw  «• 
and  twoefit  of  aoch  of  tlie  I^aitkd  BiaiM  ••  Inva  tMcanw,  or 
■hall  baeoma.  mamtian  of  tin  Confademloa  or  fadaral  alBaaea 
of  tha  Hid  dutaa,  Vlrglola  iDCloaiTa,  accor  jing  to  Ihair  uaol 
raapacilTB  proportions  la  tha  gananl  chaiga  and  axpandiiin^ 
and  aliall  In  faiUifull;  and  bonafidt  (UapMdd  of  for  that  par- 
poaa,  and  for  other  uaa  or  puipoae  whawrar." 

The  Confederation  being  a  meie  league  of  St*le« 
acting  f'>r  Ihe  benefit  of  Sutes,  aooppied  the  oession 
upon  the  terms,  and  took  npon  itself  the  ezeentioa 
of  the  trust  confided  to  it.  In  1776,  after  the  xm* 
had  been  aocepted  by  the  Confederation  npon  Ihe 
terms  of  the  deeds  of  cession,  and  -while  its  exeen- 
tion  was  obligatory  upon  it,  the  Federal  Constiin- 
tion  was  adopied,  in  which  provision  was  asade  Cpt 
this  very  property,  the  eye  of  the  Convention  evi- 
dently being  directed  to  it.  The  3d  section  of  the 
4  th  article  provides  that 

••New  Stale*  m«T  ba  admtuad  bj  tha  Congms  into  iliia 
nnion;  but  no  naw  Bute  ahsll  be  fonned  or  erected  whMn  iha 
juriadicllonoraDr  other  Biale,  nor  an/  Bute  be  formed  by  the 
Jon€iianort«oorinon8ialea,or  pane  uf  States,  wiihoatih*  , 
amaem  of  the  iMMatnraa  ofihe  Siataa  eonramad  a<  walla*  «f 
theConrteaa.  Tn*  0«t«naaehaU  have  III*  power  to  dinoa*  of 
and  BMitaalt  naadftit  toib  and  ragnlaiiona  mpactiot  tha  tar- 
lilorr  or  otb*r  prteertr  belonaint  lo  itie  Uoiied  Staieat  *M  no- 
thinainthlaConalitiMionahall  be  *o  conaimed  *a  to  pcdatfica 
any  clalina  of  ita«  Onitsd  Siataa,  o>  of  an;  pafticujar  Stattl'' 

Here  are  ample  powers  conferred  and  exprssriy 
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dalcgaied  to  Coogress  over  the  enure  sabjcet  of  the 
poblie  domaio,  the  object  of  which  wu  eleaily  to 
eiuM*  the  Qeneral  Qvveniment  to  act  directly 
npon  the  sabjeet>matter  of  the  pnblic  Iwii,  aoeoa- 
trailed  emepc  by  the  tarois  of  the  Constitaiion, 
aad  (he  pwvioas  eoatrac>?  and  engagemeau  of  the 
Coafederaiion.  Tbece  eontnets  and  eogagemeot< 
wen  exprcsd;  recegniseJ  by  the  &tA  elaaie  of  ihe 
■icihattiele  of  ihe  Ci'nstitDtion,.  which  declares 
that  "all  d«blt,eaatiaet«,  aad  ragagamrau  entered 
iato  befon  the  adoptioa  of  this  Coatiiialion  shall 
be  as  valid  •gaiast  the  United  Stales  under  this 
CoasHtaiion,  as  under  the  C!onf'd«(ati«n.»  Thus 
yoa  see  the  eontraeis  and  engagements  of  the  Con- 

'  federation  of  Stales  under  the  A>  tides  were 
McpcMsly'  rteogaised  and  proirided  for  by 
Ike  Federal  OonsUtnlion.  Tlie  qa«Btien  then 
arisea  .  Did  the  cession  of  the  pablic  lands  by  the 
States,  and  the  acceptance  of  them  by  the  Cin- 
fedsration  tader  the  de«ds  of  cession,  upon  the 

-  tBfOM  spedfted,  and  for  the  purposes  declared, 
aiBontin  theeyaof  Ibelaw  to  a  "contract,"  or 
Mgagagement,"  on  the  part  of  the  CionCederaiion, 
•kioh  was  obKgaiofy  upon  ill  Can  there  be  any 
teabt  nyea  this  poinil  If  not,  then  the  article  of 
°i1m  Gonstitnlion  wliieb  I  hare  |ast  read  provides 

•  for  the  very  ease,  and  the  obligations  of  the  Gene- 
ral Oovemaient  now  are  precisely  those  of  the 
Coafedera'ioa  befare  the  change  ef  Qoreinment 

.  aad  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Coosltotion.  The 
qmsli(»  then  reenrs,  What  were  the  obligations  of 
Mm  Cosihiecaiioni  This  qoestien  must  be  decided 
l^tte  deeds  of  c(Ssion,  and  can  be  as  well  an- 
swered in  the  very  iaogaage  used  by  the  parties,  to 
ajsaois  of  these  lands  "for  the  me  and  benefit  ef 
saw  of  the  Uaited  States  as  have  become  or  ihall 
besoBM  nembcrs  of  the  Confederation  or  Federsl 
alliaace  of  the  States,  Viig:inia  inelusiTt,  aceord- 
ing  10  their  usual  retpeciive  proportions  io  the 
gMseral  charge  aad  expenditure,  and  shall  be  faith- 
fWly  and  frsns  JUU  dispoaed  of  for  that  purpose, 
and  for  no  other  porpore  whatsoever."  I  have  the 
eoaatiiational  argument  here,  having,  in  my  own 
aiiad  at  least,  sBMtained  the  coostimtionality  of  the 
diapeaitioB  proposed  of  the  proeeedi  of  the  public 
Inads,  by  which  it  would  seem  to  follow  that  any 
other  dispositioa,  except  to  make  the  trust  fund 
nMM  valaabie,  s.nee  the  disefaarge  of  the  Revolu- 
Ooaary  debt,  for  whieb  purpose  they  were  ceded, 
has  bean  ia  vitdatioB  of  the  declared  object  of  the 
msV  and  eoassqueatly  an  ioiraeiion  of  that  sec- 
tion of  the  Constilnlion  which  I  have  rea  I,  stent- 
tag  ihe  inviolability  of  the  "coatraelii'*  aad  "en- 
gagemenia"  of  the  Confederation. 

The  qnestioBs  may  arise,  how  do  you  maintain, 
ludar  this  stale  of  the  argument,  the  grants  of  lands 
to  the  new  States,  and  ihe  distribution  of  the  land 
fond  not  covered  by  tiie  deeds  of  cession?  My  an- 
swer to  the  first  is,  that  ike  clause  of  the  Coostiin- 
tion  which  I  have  read  expressly  gives  the  powef  of 
diqpotition  over  the  property,  and  as  a  trustee  Con- 
gress, has  the  power  to  graat  or  appropriate  one 
part  of  the  fund  to  enhance  the  valae  of  the  rtsi- 
due.  Soeh  hai  been  the  character  of  all  the  grants 
■ude.  To  the  seeond  question  I  would  say  that, 
as  the  other  lands  have  been  paid  for  by  the  people 
of  all  the  States,  the  same  people  have  an  undoabi- 
ed  right  to  a  reiorii  of  their  proceeds  upon  a  fair 
distribntion,  should  they  desire  it. 

Secondly.  Will  the  bill  retard  the  stltlemeal  of 
the  Sialea  in  whidi  the  lands  lie,  by  holding  up  the 
miee  beyond  that  at  which  they  will  readily  sill7 
So  it  it  eoirteadcd;  bat  it  may  be  answered,  that  the 
iaeorporatioB.  of  the  other  piioeiples  in  the  com- 
pvoaiNe  upon' it  would  entirely  remove  «ll  doubt  on 
the  anl^eet.  Standing  alone,  however,  it  seems  to 
me  .that  the  new  States  have  a  sufficient  gnaraotee 
ia  4w  fact  that  the  fond  is  to  be  distribated,  and 
Ae  disposition  of  the  old  Stales  to  get  possetsion  of 
their  sbaie  of  the  f\ind  will  certainly  prompt  Ihem 
to  aeeeleraie  rather  than  retard  the  sales.  The  ten- 
dency of  the  measure,  I  ihink,  therefore,  is  the 
other  way,  and  ihe  oew  Statei  have  no  cause  for 
alann  on  that  ground. 

Thiidly.  It-is  contended  that  it  will  stimulate  the 
Slates  to  drain  the  Treasory  of  all  the  revenue  of 
the  .nation,  and  destroy  ihe  General  Qorernroeot. 


This  poijition  pr<'sent<  for  oir  consideration  matte" 
of  grave  and  solemn  import,  and  I  will  endeavor 
to  speak  of  it  as  its  importance  demands.    The  po- 
liti.-.al  relations  of  the  Gteneral  Qovernment  with 
the  State  Oovetnments,  as  well  as  the  relation  of 
Congress  Io  each,  are  involved  in  the  argument. 
The  assumption  is  that  the  States  would  destroy  the 
General  Oovernnent,  and  that  «r,  tb"-  CongresH  of 
the  United  Stales,  are  called  upon  to  protect  the  Fe- 
deral Government  against  this  dispwiiiun  of  the 
States.    Let  us  begn  at  the  scarce  of  pawer,  and 
see  what  the  -posilion  i.'.    It  is  either  that  the  people 
of  Ihe  Siatrs  are  hostile  Io  the  people  of  the  Fede- 
lal  G'>vernment,  being  the  identical  same  people, 
or  that  the  people  of  the  Stales  are  hostile  to  the 
Federal  Qovernment,   and    would   destroy   it   to 
build    up    the   Siate  Governments.      Neither  of 
these  positions,  I  humbly  conceive,  can  be  main- 
tained.   If  it  were  so,  would  not  Ihit  bosiilily 
long  since  have  been  carried  into  efiectl    Is  it 
a  controversial  point  that  the  Federal  Government 
only  exists  at  the  will  of  the  people  of  the  Statet? 
Can  they  not  abolish  it  wiihoni  even  the  necessity 
ef  resorting  to  revolaiioni    Should  they  think  pro- 
per 10  do  so,  let  Ihem  refuse  or  omit  lu  appoint  Se- 
nators, or  to  provide  for  the  elfeiim  of  members  ot 
Congress,  or  lo  elect  them,  for  Congress  has  no 
eoDstilutional  power  even  to  appoint  the  lime  of  ' 
electing  either,  or  to  act  upon  the  subject,  nor  has 
the  Eiecntive  any  greater  powers  over  it;  or  let 
them  omit  to  provide  for  the  election  of  a  Presi- 
dent by  appointing  eiectofy,  whi^  they  could  do  if 
they  pleased.    I  say,  let  the  States  lake  either  of 
these  courses,  and  what  becomes  of  the  Federal 
Oovernmenil    The  parehmei:',  called  the  Constitu- 
tion, would  still  remain,  bat  for  all  practical  por- 
p6aaa  it  would  be  as  a  blank  piece  o(  paper.    The 
Government  woald  stand  dissolved,  without  vio- 
lenre,  without  bloodshed,  by  the  mere  operation  of 
n-'n-Hser,  until  the  sam^  people  vhall  think  proper 
10  set  the  machinery  in  motion.    So  ypa  see,  tir, 
the  people  of  the  SiaiM  ate  to  the  complieated  ma- 
'  chlnery  of  our  system  of  government  wh*t  the 
heart  is  to  tb«  htunan  8y)>tem— jts  vitality  and  its 
power.    Letus,  sir,  pursue  the  argumrnt,  and  see 
what  our  posilioa  is  as  members  of  the  S«naie. 
Are  we  not  the  creatures  of   the  different  Stales, 
created  by  their  power,  and  the  representatives  of 
their  will,  within  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Coo- 
stitntioo?    Does  it  become  us  to  chsrge  those  who 
delecated  us  lo  take  seats  on  this  fioor,  who  clothed 
us  with  all  the  powers  we  postess  as  Senators,  to 
mm  upon  our  creators  and  charge  them'wilh  a  d  s- 
position    lo '  destroy    the    Federal    Qovernment, 
and  claim  for  ourwlves    the     high    preroga'ive 
of  acting  as  Ihe  exclusive  pro'ectors  of  the  Fe- 
deral Government  against  the  sssaolis  of  thaSatei'l 
Can  we  maintain  ihe  posilion  that  we  hold  powers 
legitimately  at  war  with  the  rights  and  interests  of 
oar  common  eonstiioenis,  the  State>?     Let  Sena- 
tors who  choose  lo   asaume  these  high  grounds 
maintain  ihem.    Oar  duties  are   or  a   two-fold 
character— while  we  sustain  the  Federal  dovern. 
meat  and  support  the  Federal  ConatitutioD,  we  do 
so  as  the  representatives  of  ibe  Slates.    Sir,  to  test 
this  question,  bow  would  Senators  get  along  wiih 
insuuctions  from  the  Legislatures  of  their  Sateson 
thissnbjectof  distribntieot    Let  me  suppose  that 
the  honorable  Senators  from  Missouri  were  in- 
structed,   would  th'-y  tnm  upon    the  Legislature 
and  charge  her  with  a  disposition   to  destroy  the 
Federal  Qoverameni,  or  wonld  they  obeyl    Sap- 
dose  ths  Legislature  of  Alabama  should  instruct 
her  Senators,  wonld  they   obey?    [Mr.  Ciar'of 
Alabama  said,  No,  sir.]    Then  the  Secatnr  would 
resign,  I  suppose.     [Mr.  Ci.at.    Yei,  sir,  I  wonU] 
Well,  sir,    then  we  wonld  gel  another  Sfnator  io 
year  place,  who  woald  cany  out  the  will  of  the 
State,  and  the  operation  would  merely  exchange 
oae  Senator  for  another — the  principle  would  be 
canied  oat,  and  the  Stale  woald  Irinmph.    I  have 
introduced  these  remarks  for  ibe  purpose  of  show- 
ing that,  if  the  Slates  were  so  disposed,  they  have 
it  in  their  powsjr  lo  arrest  the  faiiher  progress  of 
the  operation  of  Ihe  General  Government  without 
resorting  to  the  supposed  coarse  to  effect  that  object. 
The  argumaats  have  been  predicated  on  the  suppo- 
sition that  the  people  of  the  Slates  are  hostile  to 
the  OawnU  QovenaMU}  whan,  ia  faai,  BPthing 


is  less  trae:  the  people  of  the  S'a'es  are  devotedly 
and  plastically  attached  to  the  Federal  Qovern- 
ment: instead  of  wishing  to  destroy  or  embarrass 
it,  they  would  come  to  this  rascae  in  the  bout  of 
peril,  and  lay  dowa  their  lives  is  its  defence. 

Fourthly.  It  is  argued  that  it  will  corrupt  the 
States,  and  lead  lo  prodSgaliiy."  This  is  assuming 
the  position  that  the  people  of  the  Stales  are  not 
competent  to  manage  iheir  own  concerns,  aad  that 
we  should  act  a*  their  guardians — a  doctrine  that 
has  of  late  years  found  its  way  into  Congress,  aad  . 
has  found  supporters  among  those  who  pnrfess  a 
reverence  next  to  that  for  Holy  Writ,  far  Demosra- 
Jie  doctriae\!  This  is  strange  Deaaoetaey.  AfVaid 
10  trust  the  people  with  ttuit  owa  money!  Aad 
pray,  sir,  what  would  you  do  with  it?  Leave  it  in 
the  bauds  of  the  Federal  officers  for  safe  keeping? 
Ay,that  is  the  safe  depo^ite.  They  cannot  be  oonrnpt- 
ed,  as  a  mltter  of  course.  Is  that  the  doelriae 
Senators  contend  for?  This  is  guarding  the  rigfais 
of  the  people  of  the  Slates  with  a  vengeance!  We 
have  their  money,  and  they  demand  it;  we,  Iheir 
representatives,  answer,  Ton  cannot  have  it ;  yea 
are  not  capable  of  taking  care  of  it;  yon  will  be. 
come  prodigal;  let  Os  keep  it,  we  can  be  Unsied' 
your  money  will  be  safely  kept  or  laid  oat,  aa  we 
Ihink  proper,  recollect  it  is  all  for  yoar  goad  that 
ye  put  ourselves  to  the  iroable  of  taking  care  that 
yon  be  not  tempted.  Woald  a  coarse  like  this 
comport  with  our  duty  to  the  States?  Let  Sraators 
who  approve  of  it  ad^t  the  oouisef  it  does  not 
suit  me.  On  the  score-  of  prodigality,  I  know  of 
no  State  that  could  compare  aoies  with  ihe  geaeral 
Government  for  the  last  four  years. 

The  Senator  froin  Missoari  [Mr.  BaHTONl  refers 
to  the  deposite  of  the  surplus .  revenue  with  the 
Staie.«,  and  attributes  the  great  rage  for  specnlaiion 
and  iniern'tl  improvrments  lo  that  deposiie.  Sup- 
pose I  admit  his  premises,  can  he  show  me  that  a 
simi'ar  (fleet  wunld  not  bare  been  produced  by  the 
expenditure  of  the  ;ama  8um  of  money  by  the 
General  Government?  It  was  the  money  that  bad 
its  effect,  and  not  the  hand  that  scattered  :L.  Bat, 
s:r^  I  cannot  let  the  Fremark*  of  the  Senator  pass 
wiihoQt  further  notice.  I  do  not  crncur  with  him 
in  thecau;e  lo  which  he  refers.  The  removal  of 
the  public  depoeites  frcm  the  Bank  of  the  Udi'ed 
Sta'e.c;  thebaigatn  that  was  mads  between  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  local  or  State  banks,  that  the 
bantn  should  pay  a  per  cent,  on  the  public  depo- 
sites,Suthorizing  the  banks  to  ijsne  npon  them; 
the  circular  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  di- 
rcc:ing  them  to  do  so,  and  the  consequent  ioflatian 
of  the  carreoy,  produced  the  effect  to  which  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  alladed,  and  not  ths  depo- 
sits of  the  surplus  with  the  States. 

Fifthly.  It  is  objected  that,  by  abilraeUng  die 
land  fund  for  distribaiioB,  it  will  become  necessary 
to  provide  for  the  drficit  by  laying  imposts.  I  pre- 
sume this  postiicn  is  well  founded,  provided  the 
present  imposts  shall  not  "be  suffleienl  for  an  eco- 
nomical administration  of  pablic  aflUrs.  That  ii 
would  fall  greatly  »hort  of  the  late  expenditures  I 
readily  admii;  but  that  is  no  criterion  to  judge  by, 
for  I  trust  the  txpeoditnres  hereafter  will  be 
brought  wi  hin  economical  limits.  I  hope  in  no 
emergency  herealter,  we  shall  bs  required  to  resort 
to  the  present  policy  of  Treasury  notes.  Let  ns 
tnppose,  then,  ibr  the  sake  of  argument,  that  we' 
shall  have  lo  lay  impost  duties  to  make  up  the  defi- 
cit of  the  land  fond.  Those  duties  can  be  laid  up-  ^ 
on  luxuries,  sach  as  wines,  brandies,  and  silks,  ar-  ' 
tides  consumed  by  the  rich,  and  then  only  by  such 
persons  as  choose  to  pay  for  them.  The  great  la- 
boring cla.<s  of  society  would  pay  very  little  of  the  ' 
duly,  while  they  would  receive  iheir  proportion  of 
the  distribution.  As  a  general  policy,  I  see  no  ob 
jeciion  to  ii;  and  as  cooneeied  with  the  obligation 
of  distribution,  it  would  be  the  irae  policy  in  the 
eoniingeocy  of  which  I  have  spoken.  My  remuks, 
Mr.  President,  will  be  closed,  so  far  as  the  land 
quesiion  is  concerned,  with  this  deelaraiiont  I  do 
not  anticipate  the  possibility  of  arranging  this  great 
subject  at  the  present  cession;  but  I  hope  lo  see  the 
whole  matter  finally  settled  at  the  next  eeasion,  ap- 
on  terms  of  compromise  and  matnal  coneessioa,  lo 
the  benefit  of  the  people,  Ihe  safety  of  the  General 
Goverament,  aad  tha  best  interest  pf  the  49i»us. 
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The  ConMiraiioD  of  ihe  United  Slates  was  bawd 
upon  •  compromise  of  cobflietiRg  opinioa?-.  The 
.tariff  qued ion,  that  almost  threatened  the  Union, 
vas  ao letlled;  and  why  thonld  not  this  gnat  land 
qoesUoD  receive  the  same  blessing? 

I  would  here  close  iny  ramatks  and  resame  mj 
seal,  bat  the  Senate  most  pardon  me  for  noticing 
the  political  topic  that  has  been  introduced  into  the 
diMoasioD.  I  did  hope,  Mn  President,  when  we 
•asembled  here  at  the  present  session,  that  we 
wooM,  by  eommoo  consent,  exelide  from  tliese 
balls  all  the  political  heal  that  was  created  in  the 
late  political  contest.  We  have  alt  heard  enongh 
of  it  to  need  tepoee  now  it  is  over.  Bat  in  this  I 
have  been  disappointed.  The  rery  tiile  of  the  bill 
intraduees  the  log  cabin  as  a  political  reminiscence 
calealaied  to  lead  to  political  discassion;  indeed,  it 
has  so  led  sooie  of  the  Senators  ifrho  have  ad- 
drrased  yon.  I  did  snppoie  that  the  charges  that 
have  been  made  in  the  beaded  partisan  presses,  that 
the  Ute  Presidential  election  was  inflaenced  by 
sloek'jobbing  considerations  in  England,  would  not 
have  fonnd  their  way  into  this  angast  body.  Bat 
here,  attain,  I  have  been  mistaken.  And  since  the 
ebaige  has  bean  ntade,  1  desire  to  know  what  Si«te 
has  been  so  operated  npon.  Let  the  charge  be  lo- 
cated. For  my  State  and  her  eitiaent  I  repd  it. 
I  had  aeen  in  the  eohimns  of  the  pariy  presses,  im 
mediaiely  after  ihe  election  for  President,  the 
diaiige  that  the  election  had  been  carried  by  fraud. 
Tbia  we  had  a  right  to  expect,  Ut  it  is  a  principle 
in  o«r  aatare  to  attribnte  onr  defeat  to  any  thing 
else  than  a  defect  in  onrreWes  or  our  coadact;  and, 
90  long  at  the  charge  had  no  special  location,  I 
thoaght  it  bat  iho  privilrge  of  the  defeated  party  to 
ezcnse  themselves, even  at  ihe  expense  offacsand 
of  the  feelings  of  their  opponents:  bat,  to  my  utter 
astonLhrnent,  I  saw  inthe  official  organ  the  loca- 
tion of  this  fraud  in  my  own  State.  I  had  been 
there  at  the  time  of  the  election,  had  beard  and 
seen  much,  aad  I  now  declare  to  you  that  I  hone.-'tly 
believe  there  never  was  a  morr  fair  and  bonest  ex- 
predion  of  public  npnion  in  the  Stale  than  there 
was  at  the  elections  there  la»tsnmmer  and  autumn. 
There  may  have  been  illegal  votes  xi^en,  and  4io 
doubt  were,  but,  if  to,  I  have  good  reason  to  believe 
ibey  were  aoknown  to  the  judge*  and  inspectors, 
and  were  not  confined  to  one  side  alone. 

.  I  am  aware  that  an  argument  has  been  ba«d  on 
ihe  Act  that  there  were  more  voie3  given  in  Aagniit 
and  Novemtier  than  there  were  polls  assessed  in  the 
'^ring.  Admit  this  to  be  true,  and  does  it  prove 
tbat  the  eicws  were  i'legal  vctes.or  thai  they  were 
all  cast  on  one  side?  Or  may  it  not  raiber  be  atiri- 
bated  to  the  fact  tbat  all  the  polls  were  not  taken 
by  the  assearora  in  the  sprine,  or  that  some  may 
have  come  of  age  between  the  time  of  ib«  assess- 
ment and  the  electionT  This  would  be  the  chari'a- 
ble  view  of  the  matter.  Add  to  this  the  fact  that 
these  same  assessors  accidentally  rtturoed  "2,935,- 
906  acres  of  land  less  than  the  true  amouDl,"  and 
ibea  make  the  calculatioD,  and  you  will  find  that 
the  vote  of  Indiana  does  not  bear  a  higher  propor- 
tion to  the  population  than  an  average  of  other 
States,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  even  the  Official 
wotild  consent  to  raise  the  flijat  from  Indiana,  and 
stek  some  other  point  of  loc&tion.  It  does^oi  be- 
come me  to  !ay  what  was  ihe  cause  of  the  defeat  of 
the  Administration  party  at  the  late  election.  The 
Senator  from  Arkansas  and  myself  said  a  few 
words  on  that  subject  at  the  commencement  of  ray 
lemarkr.  Still  I  may  be  permitted  to  f«y,  without 
departing  from  the  coarse  of  remark  I  have  laid 
doirn  for  myself,  tbat  I  atinbuie  ihe  result  to  the 
fact  that  thore  in  power  lived  too  far  from  the  peo- 
ple, knew  too  litite  of  their  interest,  cared  loo  little 
for  their  withes,  pre»ed  upon  the  country  obnoxious 
meastues,  attempted  to  entrench  themselves  in 
power  by  the  application  of  doctrine<  with  which 
the  great  body  of  the  people  had  no  sympathy,  and 
treated  with  disdain,  contempt,  slander,  and  akuse, 
Ihe  candidate  of  >h(ir  dioiee.  While  the  warning 
rebuke  has  been  pronounced  in  tones  of  thunder, 
it  has  been  both  solemn  and  instraetive.  It  has 
proclaimed  to  the  world  the  power  of  the  ballot-box, 
and  the  perpetuity  of  our  glorious  form  of  Oovem- 
Meat.    . 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  WHITE, 

OF  INDIANA, 
/n  Senile,  Tuaday,  /onuiry  19,  1841— On  the  Pro- 
spective Pre  empiion  bill. 

Mr.  WHITE  said:  However  imperfectly  I  feel 
myself  able  to  discuss  this  subject,  I  am  conscious, 
nevenheless,  that  in  deciding  upon  it,  I  occupy  an 
impartial  position.  Indiana,  in  her  progre!«ive  ad- 
vances from  a  wilderness  state  to  the  dignity  of 
the  fourth  or  fifth  member  of  the  Union,  has 
reached  that  period  in  her  history,  when  she  mayhold 
with  a  stmdy  and  an  equal  hand  the  scales  of  inte- 
rest between  the  old  Spates  and  ihe  new.  While,  then, 
I  listen  with  most  respectful  consideration  to  abler 
counsels  than  I  myself  can  aspiie  lo  give  upon  aaub- 
ject  whofe  growing  magnitude  has  inspired  veteran 
Senators  with  such  apprehension  as  even  to  jusiify 
precipitate  and  immaare  legislation,  I  sba'l  endeavor 
so  10  record  my  vote  upon  the  several  propositions 
before  us  as  to  secure  to  the  new  States  all  the  equity 
they  claim,  and  (o  the  old  all  the  rii;ht  which  they 
challenge,  and  to  all  the  States  an  advantage  of  the 
most  momentoas  importance,  to  be  gained,  as  I 
conceive,  from  no  other  source  than  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  onr  bountiful  domain. 

In  our  plan  of  Government,  t-ir,  simple  as  its  ob- 
jects and  as  well  defined  as  its  purposes  are,  many 
difficult  and  complicated  questions  are  conitantly 
oecurrina;.  They  are  chiefly  questions  of  power. 
Our  conf  .-derated  and  at  ihe  same  time  Republican 
principle,  cur  relations  wiih  the  Indian  tribes,  our 
partial  system  o&xlomestic  slavery,  and  our  provin- 
cial or  territorial  system,  are  all  fall  enough  of  per- 
plexities 10  put  this  experiment  of  Government  to 
its  fcverest  trial.  Indeed,  sir,  parties  have  a  ten- 
dency to  organize  themselves  not  fo  much  npon 
mea'iares  of  policy  as  upon  abstract  qu'eftions  of 
constitutional  canainictioB.  This  tendency  of  pa^ty 
is  greatly  injurious,  by  producing  political  sophisms 
and  refined  theories,  which  override  every  practical 
power  for  good  conlerred  by  our  Constitution. 

The  land  question  is  not  properly  a  qoeation  of 
power,  and  yet  incidentally  it  involve*  considera- 
tions of  that  character.  Over  the  public  domain 
which  lies  within  the  limits  of  the  organiz-d  Siaiei;, 
the  United  States  seem  to  hive  something  more 
than  a  simple  property  jurisdiction,  or  a  inere  pri- 
va'e  ownership.  This  is  proved  by  their  right  to 
make  laws  for  its  conveyance  and  gnvernmeai,  atid 
by  their  power  to  protect  th;ir  possessions,  and  to 
determine  all  questions  conceroin;  those  laod-i  in 
courts  of  their  own  creation.  Such  powers  are  ap- 
pnrtrnarft  to  a  species  of  territorial  sovereignty. 

I  concur  fully  with  Sentiors  who  have  ascribed 
s^  great  importance  to  the  measure  no  v  before  us. 
If  we  regard  it  merely  as  a  question  of  finance,  It 
carrirs  a  grave  and  seiious  import.  Not  the  least 
among  the  high  functions  of  Government  is  its 
power  to  raise  and  expend  money.  Next  to  the 
power  to  declare  war,  and  to  place  nnder  the  arbi- 
trament of  the  sword  the  life  and  fortune  of  the 
citizfn,  the  pewer  to  r<iise  revenue  is  the  highest 
prFrogative  of  sovereignty.  Of  equal  importance 
is  it  if  we  have  resprct  to  the  qnestion  of  popala- 
lion  or  settlement  and  of  social  organization, 
ThPse  difficulties  are  increased  by  tlie  mediom 
through  which  Senators  choose  to  regard  the  sub- 
jec'.  While  the  S.-nator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bbi«- 
ton]  complains  that  we  will^ot  treat  the  public 
domain  as  a  fond  for  revenue,  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  A nosuson]  contends  that  i<  by  no 
means  to  be  considered  as  a  question  of  finance. 
Concurring  fully,  as  I  di,  wiib  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor who  introduced  the  bill  now  on  your  table,  in 
the  the  proprie'y  of  a  permanent  pre-emption  lav, 
I  protest  against  the  justice  of  the  remarks  with 
which  he  accompanied  its  introduction,  and  lo 
which  I  shall  have  occasion  hereafter  to  advert. 
My  purpose  now,  is  merely  to  express  my  regret 
that  a  measure  so  interesting,  and  I  may  add  bene. 
'  ficent,  as  the  final  disposition  of  our  publie  do* 
main,  conid  not  be  presenicfl  lo  this  body  by  the 
dominant  party,  without  a  conjuration  of  iaflu- 
encea  well  calculated  to  disturb  the  harmnny  of 
onr  legislation — influences  which  have  lately  be  n 
aroused  in  the  ronflict  of  contending  parties,  and 
which  had  expended  them<elves  in  the  most  con- 
clusive demonstrations  at  the  ballot  box. 

To  one  or  all  of  ihes*  causes  it  ii  owisf  that  onr 


statute  book  groans  under  the  weight  of  anurclmttt 
in  regard  to  the  management  of  onr  land  sys'^a. 
Since  the  colonial  and  agrarian  system  of  Rome,  no 
nation  hai  half  such  a  complicaiioa  of  laws  regu- 
lating its  demain.  It  may  well  be  conceived  ^t 
so  extensive  and  fertile  a  territory  would  be  a  im- 
lific  subject  of  legislation.  Our  entire  domain  is 
compu'ed  at  1,085,536,953  acres  of  land,  to  about 
400.000,000  of  which  ihe  Indian  title  has  been  ex- 
tinguished, and  remains  unextingaisbed  to  near 
700,000,000  of  acres.  Of  this  vast  domaio,  about 
seven-ninths  lies  east,  and  two^iintbs  west  of  Ihe 
Rocky  mountains.  As  yet  we  have  sold  to  iadtvi- 
doats  a  little  upwards  of  eighty  naillions  of  acres; 
aad  if  we  add  to  that,  greats  and  reservations  to 
States,  individuals,  etc.  there  will  still  remain  aoru 
than  nine  hundred  millions  of  acres  in  which  the 
United  Stales  has  a  proprietary  interest. 

Nature  stamps  upon  these  teeain;  acres  Iheir 
u«es  for  the  abode  of  man,  and  for  the  derelopiMnt 
not  only  of  the  physical  but  of  the  moral  and  inMl- 
lectual  energies  of  the  Caucasian  race.  K«>yiH>l'>g 
to  the  shores  of  the  Pteific  ocean,  the  retiring  aa- 
vage  shall  give  place  to  th?  Aaglo-Saxoii,  to  illus- 
trate in  the  face  of  the  world,  aad  upon  the.  last 
great  dnma  where  it  can  be  seen,  Ihe  triumpha  of 
civilization,  of  liberty,  and  of  religion. 

Already,  upon  a  considerable  part  of  this  do- 
main, have  these  great  purposes  begun  their  ac- 
complishment. Of  the  territory  above  mentioned, 
an  area  of  about  two  hundred  aad  fifty  miUioaa  of 
acres  has  been  organize  into  Republican  Slates; 
and  nine  more  6tars  of  virgin  lustre  shine  re- 
splendent in  the  galaxy  of  the  Union. 

The  bill  and  amendments  befoie  us  conlemplaie 
a  permanent  and  conclusive  adjustment  of  the  in- 
terest of  th:  United  States  in  this  domain;  and  from 
the  general  view  which  we  have  taken  of  iie  oaes 
and  of  the  nature  of  the  iruet  with  which  the 
Government  is  invested  in  regard  to  it,  we  are  pie- 
pared  to  discuss  the  several  principles  and  details 
involved  in  the  bill  and  proposed  amendments.    ' 

From  the  beginning  of  oar  land  policy,  settle- 
ment and  occupancy  seem  to  have  been  the  obj«et 
of  the  Governmf  n'.  It  is  true  tbat  largesses  have 
never  been  oroposed,  nor  bonnliee  awwded,  lo.in- 
dnce  a  caltivation  of  our  wild  domain.  On  the 
other  hand  the  Government  has,  with  all  poagtible 
expedition,  from  time  to  lime  extinguished  the  fa  ■ 
d:an  title,  and  thrown  the  lands  into  marbrt.  The 
Indian  claim  removed,  no  other  obsM«le  has  baen 
)efi  by  our  laws  in  ihc  way  of  settlement,  no  littitt 
prescribed  to  the  exploratton  of  the  adveaturous  pio- 
neer. The  method  of  settling  the  Western  lands  in 
compact  masses  by  tovroships  at  a  lime,  has  been 
always  repudiated.  The  Govemment  hais  incurred 
no  expente  lo  protect  the  settlements.  Ifo  gar- 
tisons  or  military  posts  have  been  establi^ied 
upon  onr  frontier  with  this  express  reference. 
Qa  the  contrary,  it  has  been  left  to  the  same  fear- 
less aad  hirdy  spirit  of  tndividaal  resolution  which 
dared  to  encounter  the  obsticles  of  naiure  and  ihe 
terrors  of  the  forest,  to  dafen'I  the  pioneers -against 
the  marandine  incursions  of  their  savage  neigb- 
borii.  The  tide  and  the  axe  have  gone  togeibsr 
into  the  wilderness,  borne  by  the  same  hand.  The 
mother  has  left  the  couch  when  her  infant  reposed, 
lo  watch  over  the  labors  of  the  backwoodsman 
while  entagf  d  in  his  da  ly  and  toilsome  task,  and 
to  (ive  the  first  alarm  agaiast  the  treachery  of  the 
Indian;  and  Ihe  hour  of  midnight  repose  has  been 
rendered  secure  only  by  the  guardianship  _of  ibe 
hunter  !>entine1. 

la  such  a  way  as  this,  sir,  have  your  great  tra- 
montane valleys  b(en  settled,  until  now  secunty 
has  sucseeded  lo  danger,  and  the  alirms  of  a  bor- 
dtr  War  are  drowned  in  the  noisy  tread  of  com* 
merce  and  of  speculation.  The  pioneer  has  borne 
the  dangers  of  the  adventure;  ^hall  he  nut  reap  its 
honors  and  rewiurdsl  Unaided,  nnregarded,  nn- 
recompensed,  he  has  laid  ia  virtue  and  in  peace 
the  foundations  of  several  of  your  mist  pow- 
erful Slates,  (itrengthened  the  bonds  of  your 
Confederacy,  added  new  interests  lo  your 
commerce,  augmented  sources  lo  your  retre- 
nues,  security  to  your  liberties  and  fresh. glo- 
ries t«  your  empire.  Will  yon  now  withdraw 
from  him  your;  patronage  when  first  it  begins 
lo  be  valoable;  or  rather,  will  yon  not  coDfirm  i« 
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bim  bii  ancient  charleil  Is  jhe  samff  wi'ne  an>l 
liberal  policy  vet  lo  continne,  of  coirering  this  c->d- 
ttnent  with  Repablican  Stater,  or  Is  the  sordid 
grip*  of  avarii!e  ioarre!;t  ihis  march  of  civil  liberty 
towaids  its  nimost  desiination'?  Is  tbi^  paternal 
QoTernment  willing  tu  adopt  the  motto:  "Qi»ner«n 
4t  F'^"*'!"'*''''""  "* — virtua  post  nUmtnot,'"  to  post- 
pone the  highest  political  intereiti  of  lis  people  to  a 
consideration  of  revenue? 

It  is  remakable  that  in  almost  evrry  deed  of  ces- 
sion from  the  Stales,  and  in  both  the  ireatirs  with 
Fiance  and  Spain  for  the  parcha^e  of  Loni^ian^ 
and  Florida,  gnarantees  are  contained,  Frcuiiog  to 
the  people  of  the  acquired  territory  a  Repnblican 
form  of  government,  and  free  and  eqaal  admission 
into  die  Union.  If,  then,  even  in  oar  foreign  ne- 
fotiatioDs  Ihis  appears  to  be  a  fundamental  object, 
let  US  not  thwart,  by  oar  domeslle  policy,  the  ear- 
liest  attainment  of  30^1  eat  an  end.  Let  revenues 
be  a  mere  incidental  consideration,  or  in  the  ex- 
presaiTe  and  simple  language  of  a  member  of  the 
first  Congress,  'let  u«  make  ibe  best  of  liberty,  our 
people,  and  our  land." 

Senators  object  to  the  pre-emption  policy  mainly 
tipon  these  groands: 

1.  That  it  injures  our  exchequer  by  dimini&hing 
the  price  received  ft'r  the  lands. 

3.  That,  by  conferring  privileges  and  bounties 
upon  the  reople  of  the  new  States,  it  is  partial  in 
its  optraiion,  and  nojost  to  Ibe  people  of  the  old 
Stales. 

3.  That  it  produces  an  unnatural  and  forcd 
drain  upon  the  population  of  the  old  Staler;  and 

4.  That  it  engenders  a  spirit  of  insubordination 
to  Ibe  laws,  and  will  leid  to  mischievous  riots  and 
ezeesses  by  tolerating  a  ssramble  for  the  public 
property. 

To  Ihe  first  objection  I  reply  that,  before  the  for- 
mer pre-emption  laws  had  operated  to  any  extent, 
the  grosi  average  at  vihich  the  lands  have  been 
sold  since  the  present  minimum  pr  oc  was  establish- 
ed, js  about  one  dollar  and  thirty  cents  per  acre. 
The  ineontiderable  loss  of  five  cents  per  acre  does 
not  weigh  a  fealb^r  in  the  sc^Ie  against  the  rqdity 
of  pre-emption.  To  appease  even  Ihe  ill-founded 
eomplaints  of  a  single  Sute  having  public 
lands  within  its  borders,  yon  onght  not  to  hesitate 
lo  make  so  small  a  sacr''fice.  You  hive  assessed 
the  value  of  the  lands  at  $1  25  per  acre.  Why 
should  yon  expose  them  to  sale  at  auction)  ttfaay 
of  those  lanls  are  not  worth  the  minimom  price, 
and  yet  yon  refuse,  and  for  good  reasons,  lo  gradu- 
ate them  downward.'.  Why  should  you  graduate 
tbem  upwards?  In  any  depattment  of  business 
there  are  evils  in  the  auction  (system,  and  it  ought 
to  be  avoided  when  it  is  possible  to  do  so.  Itis  the 
parent  frequently  of  ruinous  speculation,  arising 
from  an  undue  competition  wh'ch  such  an  occasion 
generally  arouses.  Upon  the  commerce  of  our 
citizens  we  lay  an  equal  duty,  and  do  not  sell  the 
protection  of  onr  navy  to  the  highest  bidder.  The 
tacilities  of  the  public  mail,  and  the  privileges  of 
the  Patent  Office,  are  afforded  at  fixed  rales.  No 
part  of  our  revenue  except  from  land  is  raised  in 
tha  shambles.    GoTemment  offers  none  of  its  fa* 

.  Tots,  none  of  its  privileges  toihecupidlty  of  wealth 
save  the  donieil  of  the  poor  man,  of  which,  by 
conquest  or  purchase,  it  has  become  the  lord  para- 
mount. 

The  second  objection  atsumra  what  I  cannot 
grant,  "that  the  rijisht  of  pre-emption  is  a  bounty  or 

'»  privilege."    The  pre  emptor  pays  a  fairequiva- 

■  lent  for  his  right,  of  more  value  in  ibe  end  to  Ihe 
Ooverament  than  the  higher  price  which  the  capi- 
taliat  might  bid  ai  auction.  Foregoing  now  the  argn- 

'ment  of  increased  resources  and  augmented  na 
tional  wealth,  produced  by  conveying  the  lands  to 
the  aietdal  occupant  and  cultivator,  I  urge  the  con- 
iide:ation  of  enhanced  value  given  to  the  adjacent 
land*  by  improvements  in  their  n*igborhood.  How 
much  the  sale  of  this  class  of  lands  has  been 
hastened  by  such  causes,  it  is  impossible  to  e.<stii|M|e; 

'  b«t  I  venture  the  assertion  that  your  Treasurj^n- 
riched  as  it  has  been  from  every  source,  including 
the  twehiy-flve  millions  of  Treasury  notes,  which 
have  been  issued,  could  not  stand  Ihe  shock  of 
yieldfaig  up  its  gains,  derived  in  this  very  way.  Is 
it  more  in  the  nature  of  bounty  to  give  Iheae  lands 
Cnra  fiied  price  ta  ihe  first  occupant,  to  Ibe  most 


industrious  citizen,  iban  Co  the  wealthiest,  who  may 
peichance  bid  mnre  ihey  are  worth?  But  in  what 
respjct  is  Ihis  system  unjust  to  the  people  of  the 
old  States?  Certainly  the  lands  are  not  a  fund 
for  individual  sgerandiz'ment  and  profit.  What- 
ever relation  the  Govetrnmeot,  as  the  trustee  of  the 
land.*,  bears  to  the  Statu,  upon  ihesreat  principles  of 
equity,  which  I  shall  by  and  by  discuss,  it  can  b:. 
under  no  obligation  lo  parcel  the  domain  oat,  per 
eitpila,  among  the  indivilual  masses  of  the  people. 
The  f>eap{c  of  Ihe  o'd  States  remaining  sach,  can- 
n*)!  complain  that  a  purchase  is  denied  to  them  for 
purposes  of  investment  and  specnlalioQ^  (I  do  not 
like  the  word,)  which  is  allowed  to  him  who  is 
willing  to  join  the  new  communty  in  the  wilder- 
ness, to  Uy  bis  hearth  stone,  and  to  build  his  altar 
there.  If  the  GovenHnent  does  not  hold  these 
lands  in  trust  for  indiridnal  advantage,  than  it  has 
a  ri;ht  to  fix  what  principles  it  plea.'es  for  their 
sale  and  disposition,  and  surely  no  complaint  can 
justly  be  made  when  those  principles  are  friendly 
10  the  earliest  devvlopment  of  the  social  and  politi- 
cal sjs'em,  and  to  the  increase  of  population  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  new  Territory.  Of  this  I  defy 
refutation. 

I  am  willing  lo  a<*cord  a  character  of  plausibi- 
lity 10  the  third  objection  lo  pre-emptions  above 
enumerated.  Perhaps  the  tendency  of  Americiin  en- 
terprise is  too  much  to  a  difi'usive  population.  To 
every  section  of  the  Union  the  Government  owes 
an  equal  patronage,  and  no  patriotic  citizen  of  ths 
West  would  desire  to  see  Ms  own  section  built  up 
at  the  expense  of  the  sister  S'ale^.  Ropeeially  would 
no  Western  statesman  commend  him~elf  to  his 
constitaents  by  the  enactment  of  paiiial  laws.  The 
chain  of  dependence  is  scteh  between  the  mo<t  dis- 
tant portions  of  our  Cnnfederaey,  that  one  cannot 
be  injuriously  affected  without  sensible  loss  to  the 
other.  It  is  impos^ibl<>,  however,  to  restrain  the 
emigrating  spirit  of  rur  countrymen,  and  no  better 
rule  can  be  adopted  ihsn  to  leave  each  one  free  to 
follow  those  impulses  which  point  lo  his  own  pror- 
peiity  and- happiness.  Whik  the  rewards  of  agri- 
^ca!tare  in  the  rich  and  fertile  plains  west  of  the 
mountains  are  mors  tempting  to  the  citizen  than 
.the  appropriate  pursuits  lo  which  those  are  de/- 
lined  who  remain  in  the  Atlantic  S'ates,  it  would 
b;  wrong  to  check  that  virtuousambi  i-'n  whiehis 
emnlons  to  reach  them.  Let  it  be  remembered 
that  agriculture  is  almost  the  onivetsal  par^uit  of 
the  Western  emigrant;  and  the  more  this  proportion 
of  our  popu'ation  increa<.es,  the  more  our  real  in- 
dependence is  .secured,  and  the  faster  our  national 
wealth  is  anismented.  I  am  not  about  lo  adopt  the 
exclusive  and  exploded  doctripe  of  the  Economist", 
which  denied  the  productive  qttalliy  to  the  opera- 
tions of  commerce  and  to  the  labors  of  the  artisan. 
But  I  do  contend  that  the  agricnltoral  employ- 
ment is  best  adapted  lo  the  genius  of  our 
people  and  to  the  condition  of  oor  coun- 
try, and  that  it  ought,  an^  ever  will,  I  imsi, 
maintain  a  proud  preponderance.  Need  I  re- 
mind you,  sir,  that  this  class,  in  every  emergency, 
will  be  the  prop  and  stay  of  our  Republic;  that  her<; 
the  virtues  which  shall  cave  onr  institu'ions  will 
find  their  true  abiding  place,  and  that  sedition  and 
misrule  never  enter  the  peacetnl  domicH  of  the  hus- 
bandman? But  there  is  a  view  of  this  subject 
which  takes  ofi°  the  edge  of  the  objection  we  are 
dis:nssing.  It  if,  that  although  emigration  may  be 
too  rapid  from  ihe  old  States  lo  the  new,  the  nature 
of  our  puriuits  is  such  that  there  is  a  constant  cir- 
culation of  our  population.  Though  in  the  procss 
of  this  miehty  provincial  accretion,  which  has  so 
astonished  ns  wilhiu  growth,the  blood  may  b>  fr  reed 
through  Ibe  atteries  in  unusual  currents  to  the  extre- 
mities, yet  Ihe  self-restoring  effort  of  nature  shall 
return  it  thtvneh  a  thousand  veins  to  the  seat  of 
life.  The  traveller  from  ihe  old  Stales,  after  many 
days,  «ill  return  wii'h  the  spoils  of  indasiry,  and 
poor  the  grateful  offering  into  the  maternal  lap. 

A  single  word  or  two,  sir,  shall  suffice  in  reply  to 
the  fourth  objection.  It  is  in  effect  a  "beggtrg  of 
the  question;"  for  if  yon  invite  the  occupant  to  take 
possession  of  your  lands,  he  cea-ses  to  be  a  tres- 
passer. Your  act  of  1807  forbade  trespasses  upon 
the  public  lands;  and  yet  how  little  has  the  moral 
sense  of  the  eommnniiy  been  slioeked  by  the  fre> 
qneni  and  eonstaatly  recurring  violaiioBs  of  Uwt 


act  which  we  have  witoesscd.  The  universal  sen- 
timent of  the  nation  has  pronounced  it  a  dead  let- 
ter. Can  hr  who  seeks  a  home  and  a  domicil  for 
his  wife  and  hit  children  offend  against  any  rule  of 
societ}?  In  vain  do  you  set  up  the  artifioialautho. 
rity  of  any  law  against  so  holy  a  purpose.  Re- 
'strict  your  pre-emption  law  to  the  actual  settler,  cut 
up  speculation  by  the  roots,  and  your  statute  book 
will  suffer  no  reproach,  nor  opprobrinm  rest  upon 
your  authority,  from  any  of  the  acts  whisb  yon 
fear. 

That  there  will  bs  no  strife  or  violent  contention 
among  the  several  beneficiaries  of  the  pre-emp- 
tion la«!,  the  experience  of  .the  past  sufficiently 
proves.  The  northwest  orncr  of  Indiana  (within 
my  own  observation)  has  been  seit'ed  by  prc.-emp- 
lors  A  more  orderly,  indu.sirious,  or  belter  regn- 
latrd  community,  is  not  lo  be  found'. 

Thi  argil Ti'ent  in  favor  of  pre-emptions  ia  so 
pregnant,  that  it  seems  almost  superfluous  to  ad- 
duce the  authority  of  other  Governments  which 
have  uniformly  ex:endsd  the  kindest  protection 
toward  their  infant  settlements.  From  the  time 
when  the  wandering  Scythian  roamed  from  one 
hunting  ground  or  pasturage  to  another,  as  his 
brief  annual  tenure  would  expire — from  the  period 
of  the/o/ltlmd  and  booiUaiid  of  the  antuent  Saxon, 
there  has  been  no  mercenary  legisUtion  upon  laada. 
The  far  famed  agrarian  laws  of  Rome  were  de- 
signed to  aid  and  protect  the  colonist.  The  Slates 
of  our  own  Confederacy  have  either  surrendered 
iheir  land;  to  settlers,  or  sold  them  at  a  tiominal 
price.  We  are  all  conversant  with  that  force  of 
pnbtic  opinion  whiih  ronstrained  Massachusetts  lo 
pass  laws  requiring  the  successful  plaintiff  in  eject, 
ment  to  pay  the  occupying  claimant  for  what  thur 
termed  h'S  "betterments,"  answering  to  the  "mm- 
oramenla"'  of  the  civil  law,  or  the  "improvemeais" 
of  ths  Wes'ern  squatter.  A  rigorous  policy 
a?ainst  the  settler  would  be  alike  in  violation  of 
contemporary  sentiment,  and  of  all  the  lights  of 
experience. 

-  But  Sena'ors  say  that  the  new  Slates,  not  con- 
tent wi'h  bearing  the  palm  of  successful  rivalry 
from  their  older  sisters,  have  really  outstripped 
themselves,  and  have  asserted  the  right  of  majori- 
ty before  they  hikve  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one. 
Grant  thit  this  is  true,  sir;  we  have  at  least  the  prond 
salisfsction  of  knowing  that  our  greatness  has  not 
"been  thrust  upon  ns."  It  is  a  trophy  of  onr  own 
achieving.  We  glory  in  the  fact  that,  in  our  in- 
fancy, ia  our  wildernen  Stale,  we  have  earned 
the  honors  of  manhood.  We  boast  not  strength 
alo«e,  bat  wisdom.  In  the  ordinance  of  1787,  ° 
before  the  binh  of  your  Contiitation,  we  taught  you 
th^^  principles  of  civil  liberty.  It  is  a  s'Uitnlar  t;icl 
that,ia  an  ordinance  creating  a  Government  designed 
to  be  temporary,  those  great  principles  should  t>e 
laid  down  as  the  fundamental  basis  of  onr  society, 
and  expressed  to  be  forever  binding  and  irrevocable 
upon  people  and  States  thereafter  to  arise.  Like 
Hannibal,  we  were  contfcrated  to  liberty  in  our  in- 
fancy; and  now  that  Pur  noonda'y  sun  is  cnlmi- 
na'ing  upon  the  continent,  we  conjure  you  to  ap- 
p.-ebend  no  evil;  nor  to  fear  inllnenees,  however 
p:)weiful,  which  are  thus  benign!  L"t  Senatora  re- 
member, when  they  are  disposed  to  mete  out  their 
favors  with  a  sparing  hand,  under  what  difficul- 
ties, under  what  disconragemenis,  and  under  what 
painful  p?rils,  our  early  seitUmenis  were  effSected. 
Let  them  remember  how,  even  in  later  limes,  it  has 
rott  us  all  oar  resources  to  settle  down  as  owners 
upon  the  frowning  forest.  The  State  of  Indiana 
has  an  area  of  upwards  of  twenty-two  millions  of 
acres;  and  her  ci  izens  have  already  contributed  to 
the  National  Treasury,  as  the  price  of  their  de- 
mesnes, more  than  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  In- 
diana has  barely  passed  her  minority.  How,  after 
such  exhaustion,  has  Iheir  industry  been  taxed  to 
cultivate  and  slock  iheir  farms;  and  to  procure  that 
bouBii''nl  subsistence  which  an  Ameiican  citizen 
demands! 

Yon  have  been  reminded,  sir,  by  Way  of  cheek- 
ing too  gratuitooi  a  spirit  towards  the  new  Staler, 
of  Ihe  bounty  and  munificence,  or  as  the  Senator 
from  Souih  Carolina  [Mr.  PacsroN]  eloquently 
expresses  ir,  of  Ike  justice  (for  what  higher  attribnte 
can  be  claimed  in  these  degenerate  aget?)  of  Yir. 
g  nia  and  the  oibet  conceding  Stales  in  sarreader. 
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ing  ibf  ir  rich  possessions  to  the  Union.  The  new 
Slates  coDgraiolate  themselves  upon  this  result. 
They  congratulate  the  Union.  Had  the  States  re- 
tained thic  territory  we  tbuald  not  now  perhaps 
have  b^n  in  the  hands  of  a  paternal  Government, 
boasling  its  reedeemed  gaarantee  foi  our  admission 
into  the  Union.  Wiskuoian,  Iowa,  Florida,  wonld 
not  have  held  ih^t  gaarantee  yet  to  be  (aithfnlly 
md  speedily  performed.  The  territory  Nonhwfst 
of  the  Ohio  river  wonld'havc  been  a  mere  appen- 
dage to  the  Old  Dominion.  Lontsiana  in  all  pro- 
l>ability  «  oald  not  have  been  acquired,  nor  the  na- 
rigation  of  the  fidississippi  secured.  We  should 
not  now  have  boasted  New  Orleans,  tlie  peerless  ex- 
porting c)ty  of  this  continent,  nor  wonld  oar  great 
staple  growing  region  of  the  Sooth  have  had  the 
valleys  of  the  Upper  JUississlppi,  the  Ohio,  the  II- 
'  linois,  and  Wabash,  to  pour,  free  of  daty,<heir  abun> 
danl  and  ceaseless  supplies  into  her  bosom;  thus 
giving  to  her  annual  eighty  millions  of  exports 
one  third  of  the  (lement  of  ibdr  value. 

As  a  representative  of  Westein  interest',  I  do 
not  complain  of  partial  or  unequal  law$;  but  it  can. 
not  be  forgotten  that  commerce  has  its  costly  de- 
fences, and  manofacinres  a  protection  Fpringing 
from  yoar  laws.  Of  necessity,  almost,  the  pecu- 
niary patronage  of  the  Govemment  is  limited  to  the 
seaboard.  In  proportion  to  its  numberc,  (be  West 
is  the  largest  tax-pa)  ing  section  of  oar  country,  for 
Jbe  simple  reason  that  not  an  article  of  in  port  is 
prodneedthere.  These  drains  upon  our  industry 
we  sobmit  to  with  an  oncomplainiDg  temper.  Bat 
we  cannot  forget  the  eqaiiy  which  such  considera- 
tions raise  when  yon  are  called  to  pass  laws  upon 
sabjeels  peealiarly  affecting  oar  interest.  Our 
staples  are  the  agricullural  products  which  seem  to 
^  placed  beyond  the  pale  of  constitntional  prolee- 
lioA.  Cumpared  «iih  the  magnitude  of  the  agri- 
cnlinral  interest,  all  the  oih*r  products  of  labor  in 
tbii  eonniry  sink  into  utter  insigniGcance.  Com- 
merce has  its'i  ne  hnndred  millions  of  exports,  and 
an  equal  amount  of  imports,  and  oar  manufactures 
doubtless  tranf^cend  iha^'C  sums  in  amount;  but  agri- 
cnlture,  lowering  abnva  all,  ascends  to  two  thou- 
sand millions  per  annnm.  No  nation  can  be  per- 
fectly independent  which  doe>  not  raise  its  own 
bread-stuffs;  and  the  highest  condition  of  social 
happiness  and  prosperity  i«  atiained  whrre  other  in- 
terests, to  be  kore,  are  flourishing,  but  when  the 
agiienitaral  interest  maintains  the  ascendant.  In 
every  vieissiiude  of  trade,  and  in  every  revalsion 
of  gOTemment,  «hile  famine  and  distress  too  oflltn 
mark  their  desolating  career  in  other  countries, 
in  pea  e  and  in  war,  our  teeming  soil  conti- 
nues to  yield  its  fruits  to  the  labor  of  the  has- 
bindman,  and  our  barns  and  granaries  to 
famish  perpetual  resources  for  the  life  of  man. 
No  event  in  history  is  associated  with  luch  a  mass 
of  bnman  happiness,  present  and  prospective,  as 
the  settlement  of  our  Western  country,  by  multiply- 
ing and  cheapening  the  food  upon  which  man  ^ab- 
sists.  But  I  will  not  press  this  topic  farther.  The 
people  of  the  West,  exuliiog  in  their  growing 
strength,  expect  from  Congress  just  and  cnn^ideraie 
laws,  not  se  much  from  their  power  to  enforce 
theiq,  as  from  the  enlightened  appreciation  in 
which  their  claims  must  be  held  by  the  entire  Union. 

It  is  matter  of  regret  that  the  dignity  of  tbe.se 
claims  shinld  t*  disparaged,  or  sitspicion  be 
thrown  upon  them  by  the  manner  in  which  the  pre- 
sent bill  was  introduced  into  the  Senate.  When 
pre-emption  laws  become  the  mere  foot-ball  of 
party,  or  are  converted  into  an  enftine  for  political 
warfare,  it  is  no  wonder  that  they  fail  to  commRnd 
that  genetal  assent  to  which  they  are  entitled.  The 
bonoiable  member  who  brought  in  ihi^  bill  remaik- 
ed,  npoa  its  introduction,  that  the  Federal  parly  (as 
ho  was  pleased  to  term  the  Whig  party)  had,  in 
the  recent  Presidential  canvas:,  shown  to  devoted  a 
love  for  log-cabins  and  their  inmate;,  he  was  fear- 
ful they  wonld  anticipate  the  friends  of  the  Admi- 
nistiation  in  presenting  the  measure  of  a  perma- 
nent pre-emption,  and  he  therefore  hastened  to  sob- 
mit the  proposed  measofe.  Sir,  the  significant  title 
prefixed  to  this  bill,  if  it  shall  not  be  interpreted  as 
ironical  upon  its  worthy  beneficiaries,  has  at  least 
that  aspect  in  referecce  to  one  of  the  great  parties 
qngaged  in  the  recent  Presidential  straggle.  Cer- 
Il4iit}r*iri  either  the  bill  or  its  title,  or  some  other 


associations,  hare  produced,  in  ibis  debate,  n«t  a 
littl.e  raillery  against  the  emblems  adopted  for  good 
cause  by  the  Whigs  in  the  late  congest.  The 
freight  with' which  this  preemption  vessel  is  laden, 
is  acceptable  to  my  conttituenls,  bat  they  like  not 
the  flag  under  which  ^she  sajls.  In  a  word,  sir,  it 
cannot  be  c&ncealed  tlial  this  measure  is  intended 
to  overreach  th'eactir'n'of  the  coming  Administra- 
tion, and  either  to  force  that  Adm'nisiration 
into  an  antagonist  position,  or  obnubilate  its 
glories  by  this  forced  and  sudden  interposition  of  a 
policy  for  which  the  country  was  as  ripe  eight 
years  ago  as  now.  It  matters  not  to  me,  howevtr, 
whether  Ibis  consammation  be  achieved  under. the 
star  of  a«neial  Harrison,  whether  it  be  the  con- 
comitant of  that'series  of  conservative  and  patrio- 
tic measures  tvhich  are  to  restore  the  character  of 
the  age  and  10  elevate  otir  inslitntions,  or  whether, 
now  urged  on  by  inflaenres  no  longer  to  b«  resisted, 
the  measnre  has  been  precipitated  upon  us  by  the 
stern  virtue  which  ii  felt  and  appreciated,  and,  I 
may  add,  feared  in  the  ehaiacter  of  General  Har- 
rison, and  by  that  powerful  voice  of  the  people 
which  has  pronounced  his  election. 

Connected  with  the  subject  of  a  final  settlement 
of  the  land  qn^lion,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  two 
antagonist  measuret  have  been  presented  to  the 
Senate.  T)iax  contained  in  the  amendment  of  the 
bonirable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cbittui- 
der]  propoies  to  grant  to  the  actual  settler,  whoje 
estate  shall  not  exceed  the  value  of  $1000,  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  any  quantity  of  land  not^ exceed- 
ins  330  ac'.es,  and  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several  States 
of  the  Union  'In  just  and  equitable  proportions. 
.The  other,  proposed  by  the  honorable  member 
from  Soalh  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cairodn]  contemplates 
a  cession  of  the  public  lands  to  the  .several  Slates 
within  whose  limits  they  lie,  upon  conditions,  the 
principal  of  which  are,  that  the  States  shall  anna- 
ally  pay  to  the  General  Government  sixty-five  per 
cent,  of  the  gross  proceeds,  and  that  the  cession 
''shall  be  in  full  of  the  five  per  cent,  fund  or  any 
part  thereof  not  already  accrued  to  any  Siate;  and 
the  said  Slates  shall  be  exclusively  liable  fur  in 
charges  that  may  bereaftei  arise  from  the  surveys, 
sales,  and  management  of  the  public  lands  and  ex- 
tinguisbment  of  Indian  litle  within  the  limits  of  said 
Sutes  reijMctively."  It  also  provides  that  the 
States  may  pvs  pre-emption  and  giaduation  laws. 
I  shall  first  consider  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Caroliha. 

I  object  to  this  scheme  as  unsettling  ihe  whole 
land  system,  approved  by  the  experience  of  forty 
years,  as  destroying  that  uniformity  which  hai  con- 
tributed so  muoh  not  only  to  the  secarity  of  lilies, 
but  to  the  valne  of  improvements  made  opon  the 
newly  purchased  lands.  It  transfers  the  muni- 
ments of  title  from  the  archivei  of  this  Govem- 
ment to  the  custody  of  the  Execu'ives  of  the  seve- 
ral. Slates,  the  forms  of  conveyance  of  course  to 
be  devised  by  the  anihoriiies  of  those  Slates.  It 
reatts  new  responsibilities  unknown  to  the  Con- 
slimtion,  and  dangtrous  to  our  revenues.  Who 
can  believe  that  ihe  Slates  will  meet  pecuniarv  en- 
gagements ef  ibis,  kind  with  prompiitadel  Your 
laws  cannot  enforce  their  collection,  and  your  only 
reliance  is  upon  the  faiih  of  the  Stales.  In  origi- 
nal engagements  of  the  several  Slates  with  ibe 
world,  their  plighted  fs'th  will  be  a  safficient 
gaarantee  for  the  redemption  of  any  pecuniary  ob- 
ligation. But  here  the  case  is  vary  different.  This 
proposition  creates  relations  between  the  Slates 
and  the  Federal  Govemment,  not  very  dissimilar 
to  those  which  exis'ed  ander  the  old  articles  of 
CoafederatioD.  A  principal  inducement  for  abo- 
lishing Ihe  old  Confederacy,  was  because  requisi- 
tions for  money,  (even  for  so  serious  a  considera- 
tion as  the  pajrment  of  the  Ravolutionary  debt,) 
made  by  Congress  ap«n  the  States,  were  not  re- 
garded. The  failure  of  a  single  debtor  State  to 
meft  engagements  imposed  by  ibis  meaaore,  would 
produce  dusatisftciion,  and  justify  a  like  remifsnets 
«n  the  part  of  others.  In  every  aspect  of  the  case, 
the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  between  ihe 
Slates  and  this  Government  is  to  be  deprecated; 
bat  when  that  relation  iii  relied  upon  to  supply  a 
coatiderable  portion  of  ohr  ciureni  revenue,  it  can 
rssolt  only  in  disaster  aitd  disappointment,  until  tlw  J 


sense  of  obligation  shall  ultimately  be  broken.  Bat 
one  experiment  of  fhe  kind  has  been  made  since 
the  era  of  onr  Constitution,  and  that  was  in  the  act 
of  1836,  depositing  forty  millions  of  oar  sarplm 
revenues  with  the  States  From  the  mommt  that 
this  act  was  passed,  and  in  contravention  of  lis 
very  terms,  the  s«nse  of  the  nation  has  ptonoanefil 
it  a  distribution,  and  not  a  deposiie  act.  That 
fund  (or  rather  so  mneb  of  it  as  was  deposited) 
has  ceased  to  belong  lo  the  resources  of  the  Fede- 
ral Government;  and  he  who  wonld  treat  it  assocb, 
subjects  himself  to  the  jastanimadversioB  of  every 

-  practical  man. 

Bat  if,  for  any  porpose,  and  partiealarly  for  re- 
venue purposes,  it  is  unwise  ai^d  hazudooa  to  ia- 
voWf!  the  States  in  a  condition  of  indebledneasto 
Ibe  Union,  how  is  the  argument  strengthened,  and 
the  danger  increased,  when  the  considoration  of 
that  indebtedness  is  the  price  of  their  own  domain  I 
Some  of  the  Slates  have  already  tfistrXtd  that  the 
proprietary  interest  of  this  Government  in  these 
lands,  and  the  authority  necessarily  assumed  m 
consequence  thereof,  is  in  derogation  of  the  rigbls 
and  sovereignly  of  the  Stater.  Sach  doctrines  have 
been  held,  I  believe,  at  least  in  Alabama  and  Mis- 
souri, They  have  been  advocated  by  promineat 
members,  both  upon  this  floor  and  in  the  other 
branch  of  Congress.  I  can  regard  this  amendment 
in  no  other  light  than  as  an  entering  wedge  for  the 
surrender  of  all  the  public  domain  to  the  States 
where  it  lie«.  What,  sir,  are  the  prineiplej  of  the 
contemplated  cession^  Not,  surely,  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Slates  as  agents  merely  of  this  Go- 
vernment for  the  sale  of  the  lands,  bnt  a  transfer  to 
them  in  their  own  right,  by  virme  of  a  contract  of 
purchase.  It  was  so  treated  by  the  Committee  oa 
Public  Lands  at  the  last  session,  who  were  friendly 
to  the  measure.  The  amendment  ex  «i  (erm^  re- 
cognises a  certain  right  on  the  part  of  the  Slates  to 
control  the«e  lands,  at  least  so  strong  an  equity  as 
to  render  it  improper  in  this  Government  further  lo 
direct  their  management.  How  long  will  it  be,  af- 
ter a  cession  made  ander  sach  motives  and  im- 
pulses, imtil  the  S(ate.°,  habitaaied  to  regard  these 
lands  in  the  frst  instance  as  their  own,  shall  forget 
the  secondary  obligation  of  yielding  sixiy-fire  per 
cent,  of  their  proceeds  to  the  general  Treasury?  By 
this  act  you  weaken,  nay,  almost  destroy,  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  old  deeds  of  cession  from  the  original 
States,  which  now  cannot  be  violated  without  eon- 
vubien,  and  terapt  the  States  to  forget  a  eontraet 
which,  after  the  lapse  of  a  little  time,  shall  seem  to 
carry  with  it  no  moral  obligation.  .  I  sam  up  aD, 
when  I  say  that  the  success  of  this  measure  is  the 
loss  of  the  lands. 

I  forbear  to  treat  of  the  objection  which  other 
Senators  have  handled,  of  the  great  inequality  of 
this  plan  among  the  several  States  to  which  the 
cession  is  to  be  made,  further  than  to  quote  a  pas- 
sage upon  that  snbject  from  the  repoit  of  a  com- 
mittee in  the  Indiana  Legislature,  made  inTebru. 

.  ary  last.    They  say: 

"BnidMth«obj«ctiowtbuwHI  Iw  made  to-dii*  meHurabr 
Ihe  old  auiM,  Vm  groaa  Inequality  cannot  make  It  niwiallT  ac- 
—       Tlie  poiiion  •UmiM  to  tnilaai 


CAptableio  the  new  Biaua. 

wonld  be  double  tiiatof  Ohio.    lUlnoit  wonia  in  like  OHuaer 

quadruple  Indiana.    Mlaaouri,  Arkanaaa,  and  Michipm  Uke- 


lUlnoit  would  in  like 
wiae.    ^Iie  feault  would  be,  Uiat  iboee  Slain  are  vo  bare  dw 


leaat  benefit  who  have  bomo  the  heal  and  burden  of  (lie  day. 
The  aKWoment  of  Michliao,  Illinoia,  Miannrl,  Arinixw,  MW. 
sisaippi,  and  Louiaiana,  nai  lieen  com  pa  rati  rely  eaay  to  dial  of 
Ohio  and  lodlaDa.  They  hare  endured  no  deraataiing  wan, 
their  homes  bare  not  been  pillaged  and  desiiDired,  and  Uwir  cili- 
zena  maaaaend  a*  onra  bare  been;  aor  have  ihey  paM  im»  ike 
national  coffers  any  thing  like  the  sumeof  tnoner  that  Ohioaad 
Indiana  hare  done;  therefore  this  measure  of  Mr.  CAUiami'a, 
80  unequal  in  all  its  bearings,  cannot  be  aeeepodiie,  eapecially  is 
Indiana." 

To  this  I  will  only  add,  that  it  Is  impossible  so 
nneqaal  a  system  can  endure,  and  in  its  destrac- 
tion  it  is  inevitable  that  the  States  will  stand  by  the 
deeds  yoa  have  given  them,  stripped  of  all  condi- 
tion, fn  such  a  dilemma,  of  bat  little  avail  will 
be  the  defeasance  in  yoar  deed,  or  your  reversion- 
ary interest. 

^ffhe  committee  of  this  body  on  the  publie  lands 
^^he  last  session,  did  not  attempt  a  vindieation  of 
this  measure  npoa  any  ground  of  economy  or  right, 
but  base  their  recommendation  npon  (beeqaity  doe 
to  the  new  States,  and  npon  the  impraeiicability  of 
the  subject  as  a  topic  of  Federal  legislatioo;  and,  as 
if  doabting  tb*  validiqr  of  tb«r  own  argoaient, 
tbty  att«npt  to  \mm  the  inporttnee  ef  the  matter 
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b>  dispanglDg  ibe  fund  deemed  to  be  available  oat 
of  Ike  public  domaio.  1  sball  not  aUempi  to  foU 
low  (be  oonfiaitiee  ibrongh  the  intrieate  prooeas  of 
reaaonbig,  by  wbieh  ihey  endeaTor  to  «bow  i^t 
the  present  ralne  of  all  the  unaold  lands  in  ibe  nine 
Stale*  vpon  whicb  (bis  amendment  woald  operate, 
(being  one  knndred  and  sixty  millions  of  acits,) 
amoanCs  only  lo  ibe  sam  of  tveniy-siz  millioits, 
foor  handred  tbonsand  dollars,  or  about  serenteen 
c«atB  per  acre,  aliboogh  it  wonld  be  difficult  to 
aasent  lo  snch  an  esiimaie.  Tbe  committee,  to  de- 
termine ih«  eitent  of  tbe  snbicet,  should  have  looked 
at  that  boundless  territory  which  lies  vest  of 
tiie  Slates  immediattly  named  in  the  amendment, 
and  which  will  claim  its  benefits  the  moment  tbey 
are  adniiied  into  the  Confederacy..  It  is  idle 
to  suppose  that'  their  c'aim  can  be  resisted; 
nor  do  I  imagine  ibat  the  adrocaies  of  (bis  plan 
contemplaie  any  oiber  result.  Tbe  eonseqaenee  is 
thai  Io*a  or  any  o(  ibe  Territories  coming  into  the 
Union  with  60,000  inbabiianis  will  claim  an  Inime- 
dfate  cession  of  their  lands.  Tbe  arerage  area  of 
the  Western  Stales  is  30,000,000  acres;  this,  di- 
vided among  60.000  inhabitanis,  would  be  500  acres 
10  each  per^oD,  and  to  each  family  of  six  persons 
three  thousand  acres.  Thirty-five  per  cent,  of  this 
(their  [proper  inierest)  wonld  give  to  each  such 
family  tm  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  What  an  ap- 
peal 10  the  cqpidity  of  our  Territorial  inbtbilants! 
What  clamorons  deaaands  will  it  beget  en  ihe  part 
of  the  Territories  for  premature  admission  into  ihe 
Union!  Whateonflicts  with  your  amborii)!  How 
will  the  gift  turn  lo  poison  in  (heir  cap  and  corrspt 
Ihe  legislaiion  of  ibe  infant  Staler!  If  there  can  be 
a>  appliance  (o  tempt  tbe  population  tiom  tbe  old 
Slates  into  ike  Teriiiories,  ihe  wit  of  man  could 
not  Revise  a  more  effectual  one  than  this. 

But,  sir,  it  wilt  give  rise  to  other  and  unosnal 
difficulties.  The  Federal  Government  will  be 
backward  to  eitiaguish  the  Indian  title  within  the 
Territories,  when  the  benefit  is  tp  enure  to  the 
people  of  those  Territories,  so  soon  as  they  are  or- 
nnised  into  States.  The  uniform  policy  of  the 
Qovcrnment  has  been  to  extinguish  these  titles  as 
fast  as  prseiicable;  but  now  that  the  neighboring 
settlement  have  rendered  Indian  lands  more  vahi- 
akle,  tl^ie  Will  be  a  constant  straggle  betweeen  tbe 
Territories  and  the  Metropolitan  GoTcrnment, 
whidi  shall  avoid  tbe  costly  Mcrifice.  It  has  been 
the  boast  of  onr  institutions,  that  amidst  the  jarring 
interests  of  States,  the  Government  has  always  pre- 
served the  most  paternal  relation  towards  its  pro- 
vincial appendages,  the  Territories.  Let  the  plan 
of  cession  saccr«d,  and  this  relation  will  be  broken 
op,  and  in  ila  place  will  be  sabstitated  the  most 
COM  and  bittsf  rivalry.  One  of  ihe  Sutes  named 
tai  Ihe  amendmant  (Michigan^  has,  remainiiig  with- 
in her  limits,  aboat  eight  millions  of  acres  of  In- 
dian lands.  Tbe^e  lands  lie  adjacent  to  Lake  Su- 
perior, and  are  of  little  value.  You  bad  not  many 
thanks  from  Michigan  when  'joa  gave  her  these 
lands  in  lieu  of  those  valuable  possessions  on  the 
Hanmee  bsy,  and  her  gratitude  will  scarcely  be 
increased  when  you  require  her  to  pay  out  ot  her . 
own  coffers  for  the  extinction  of  tbe  Indian  title. 

I  eanikot  omit,  before  conclading  my  remarks 
vnon  this  nqKie,  to  inqnin  what  would  be  tha  eon- 
duion  ef  Indituta  if  this  eetaion  were  accepted. 
Bndently  eae  of  positive  loss.  There  ate  remain- 
iaf  within  the  limits  of  Indiana,  including  that 
part  of  tha  Miami  Reserve,  not  yet  purchased,  un- 
sold land*  ajnoaniing  to  5,70^508  acres.  From 
(hif,  deduct  the  sixuen'h  sections  reserved  for 
school  pnrposer,  and  the  canal  lands,  (in  all  about 
651,000  acres,)  and  there  remain  5,055,508  acre*. 
A  large  part  of  this  is  refuse  land,  which  has  been 
in  market  from  twenty  to  thirty  years.  Tbe  whole 
cannot  be  es'imated  at  more  than  seventy-five 
cents  per  sere,  making  a  sum  of  3,7^1,631  dollars. 
Thirty-five  Dcr  cent,  on  this  amoont  is  1,329,070 
dollars,  which  is  the  gross  sum  lo  be  retained  by 
the  State,  Against  this  sum  we  have  to  (et  off  tbe 
following  amoun's. 
Greea  amoont  doa  the  Miamie s  and  Pottawata- 

Bias  by  eiisdaf  ttaaties,      -  •    #355,544 

Fefpcttwi  annaities  ondar  those  treaties, 

|38^70,  equal  at  5  per  cant,  to  • 

capiiatsuaof        ...       7(1,400 


Three  per  cent,  fond  en  nett  amount  of 
#3.603,050,1*  -  •  -     108,061 

btimate  for  extinguishing  the  r*si(!uc 
of  Ihe  Miami  Utie     -  -  •      550,000 

Estimate,  ( by  Oommissitnter  of  Indian 
Affairs,)  for  expeate*  of  emigration 
of  the  Miamier,       -  •  ■         55,000 

Estimate  for  their  subsistence  one  year,         36,666 

Five  per  cent,  estimated  (zpenses  of 
siuvey  and  sale,  is  -  -  -       189,581 


Bstimaie  by  topographical  bureau  for 
completiog  the  Cumberland  road  in 


#1,956,353 


Indiana, 


•  3,144  850 


Total, 


#5,100,808 


So  that  the  State  of  Indiana,  without  including 
the  Cumberland  road,  would  be  loser  by  the  pro- 
posed cession  six  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars;  and,  with 
the  loss  of  the  Cumberland  road,  tbiee  milliuns 
seven  hundred  and  reveniy-ihree  thousand  fcur 
hundred  and  ihitty-two  dollars.  The  Committee 
on  the  Poblie  Land>,  in  recommeadiog  this  mra- 
sore,  expressly  say  that  "their  report  has  been 
drawn  up  on  the  supposition  that  expenditures  in 
the  new  States  by  mis  Government  for  interLa* 
improvements  would  ceaie  should  the  bill  pans,"  in 
which  they  also  include  ihe  annnal  appropriations 
for  improving  the  naviga'ion  of  tbe  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sirsippi  rivers.  Tbey  credit  (by  ihe  operation  of 
tbe  bill)  the  Federal  Goveroirent,  and  consequent- 
ly charge  the  nine  States  embraced  in  the  bill, 
among  other  things,  with  the  withdrawal  from  those 
Stales  of  (be  following  appropriations: 
Chants  and  donations   of    land  (except  the  mx- 

teeoih  sect  ons)       ...  #7,017,540 
Improvements  on  the  Mississippi  and 

Ohio  river*  and  Cumberland  road  •     6.939,374 
Five  per  cent,  fund  to  be  surrendered 

by  the  States  •  -  -  10,3I*,36-) 

#34.171,076 


This  loss,  it  is  true,  they  disiribnie  through  a  pe- 
riod of  eighty  years,  (tbe  length  of  time  computed 
to  be  necessary  to  dispose  of  tbe  lands,)  but  tbe 
States  interested  in  those  improvements  wonld 
hardly  be  willing  to  forego,  at  so  critical  a  period 
of  their  affairs,  almost  the  only  hold  which  they 
have  upon  the  pecuniary  pairooage  of  the  Govern- 
ment. In  every  aspect  in  which  it  can  be  viewed, 
this  plan  of  conditional  cession  is  foil  of  objections, 
not  to  be  overcome. 

Tbe  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  CaiTmuMtM,]  proptaingadittrtbotion  of  tb* 
proceeds  of  the  publ'c  lands  among  the  saveril 
Sutrs  of  (he  Union,  is  a  renewal  of  a  measure  of- 
fered nine  yeais  agp  by  another  distingnished  Sena- 
tor from  (he  same  Stale,  [Mr.  Crar,]  which  twice 
passed  this-  body  and  was  concurred  in  by  ihc  po- 
pular branch,  by  large  majorities,  but  did  not  re- 
ceive the  Execuuve  approval.  It  waa  then  a  mea- 
sure of  benefit  and  of  fmiifiil  hop«— it  is  now  re- 
medial. When  we  contemplate  itM  present  pecu- 
niary condition  of  Ibe  States,  and  eoairast  it  with 
what  it  probably  would  have  been,  had  the  distribu- 
tion bill  become  a  law,  and  when  we  review  the 
snbstiinled  series  of  messares  whicb  for  the  last 
nine  years  have  marked  the  progress  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  their  inflnence  upon  the  policy  of  the 
Statec,  it  is  impossible  to  suppress  our  regret  at  a 
loss  which  many  years  of  wis*  legi>lation  will  noW 
scarcely  suSt^  to  restore.  When  the  distribution 
bill  of  1832  was  m^alived  by  the  President, 
the  States  were  involved  in  (he  mo.>t  uivial 
amouDt  of  debt.  At  the  present  time,  the 
Pt'esident  estimates  the  aunual  inteiest  upon  (heir 
debts  to  be  twelve  millirns  of  dollars,  whicb,  at  six 
per  cent,  mskes  a  principal  debt  of  two  hundred 
millions.  It  is  ttf-j  to  trace  this  inianus  condition 
ot  the  States  to  its  primary  causes,  meat  prominent 
among  which  (Stands  the  defeat  of  the  distribution 
bill.  At  that  time,  yoor  Treasury,  fVom  an  abun- 
dant commerce,  (ihe  fruit  •of  an  antecedent  wise 
administration  of  the  Government,)  was  redun- 
dant, and  your  revennts  ctMian  the  nscetaiiits  cf 


(he  Oovamment.  lasiahd  of  withdrawing  tUa  ex- 
eesa  from  onr  exchequer  (which  wonld  have  been 
effected  by  giving  the  proceeds  of  Ibe  lands  to  the 
Stales)  the  whole  of  onr  revenues  were  removad 
(fom  their  accustomed  depotitaiy,  the  Bwk  of  the 
United  Sutea,  and  placed  in  tbe  local  banks.  In- 
structed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Oese 
banks  immediattly  increased  their  diseonntk  to  wa 
unparalleled  extent,  and  flooded  the  country  with 
cnneney.  Sodd  nly  a  wild  and  infuriat*  spirit  of 
speculation  overran  ihe  land.  Individnau  and 
States  were  hurried  by  an  irresistible  impulse  iat» 
the  most  extravagant  enterprises,  the  sequel  of 
which,  on  the  part  of  the  Sta'es,  ii  found  in  the 
tale  of  two  hundred  millions  of  debt. 

Meaitwhile  our  custom  houses  continued  to  ponr 
their  flood  of  revenue  into  the  national  eoffers,  im- 
(il  in  1^6  a  surplus  gf  more  diau  forty  milliona 
had  secumulaied.  As  a  measnie  of  the  highnt 
neoeiAit}',  this  surplus  w&s,  by  an  ad  of  that  date, 
directed  to  be  depoiited  wiih  the  Stales,  the  trae 
effect  uf  which  wsv  a  distribution  to  the  States  of 
the  amount  paid  under  the  act,  about  twenty-nine 
millions.  Unfortitnately,  for  want  of  a  supposed 
competency  in  Congreas  to  do  so,  no  specile  appli- 
cation of  this  fund  was  directed.  Some  of  the 
Stales  invested  their  portion  of  tbe  fnad  for  varioas 
purposes;  others  divided  the  principal  aum  per  espito 
amt  ng  tbeir  people;  but  the  general  efflret  of  the 
uncontrolled  possession  cf  tbe  money  was  to  indnee 
new  undertakings  by  the  Sutes,  and  an  increased 
accumalation  of  liability.  Their  resources  being 
thus  sqoandired  and  rxhiusied,  it  was  impeasMe 
that  either  the  Stales  or  tbe  bsnks  could  long  soa- 
tain  themselvis  in  such  a  career,  and  the  revulsioM 
has  come  with  which  we  are  all  too  familiar  to  re- 
quire a  recital  of  it. 

ifaving  looked  at  this  uninviting  pieiore,  let  na 
for  a  moa.ent  imagine  what  wonld  hare  been  onr  • 
condition  if  the  distribution  bill  of  *33  had  passa.^. 
Having  withdrawn  from  our  current  revenues  so 
laochas  proceeded  from  the  lands,  the  deposit 
banks  would  have  held  no  excess.  The  daily 
drafts  of  tbe  Treasury  would  have  employed  all 
onr  funds,  and  the  banks  eentd  not  have  enlarged 
their  di«counis  beyond  ihe  ordinary  wants  of  com* 
meroe.  That  nub  spirit  of  individual  adventtifr, 
whicb,  combined  in  tsaasses,  controlled  and  directed 
the  legislative  councils  of  tbe  country  to  lbs  same 
end^,  vronld  not  have  been  aroused.  The  moneys 
received  by  the  States  from  tbe  landi  were  directed 
g.y  the  bill  to  sp'cific  objects.  These  were  to  pur- 
poses of  internal  i-nprovement  or  the  payment  of 
deb's  contracted  therefor;  of  education,  and  of  ihe 
colcnization  of  free  blacks.  This  stimnlated  by 
no  exciting  influences,  and  thna  pmdeatialty  eheck- 
ed,  what  monuments  would  not  the  States  abrady 
have  built  in  aid  of  commerce,  what  prender  moan- 
menis  in  aid  of  rcience  and  of  intellect,  aabnrden- 
e  I  with  debt,  and  endowed  with  means  and  eapa- 
biliiies  for  progressive  ach-'evementa  in  these  great 
objects  of  patriotism  and  benevolence  throogh  an  ' 
nniold  series  of  years ! 

By  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
mad-!  in  1838,  it  appears  that  if  tha  land  bill  of 
1833  bad  passed,  the  States  would  have  received, 
up  lo  the  30ih  of  September  of  that  year,  tie  aula 
of  #57,8374I30.  Of  this  the  share  M  Ohio  would 
have  been  #4,557,933;  of  Indiana,  #3  616.744;  of 
Illinois,  #1,797,554;  of  Alabama,  #1,965,934;  and 
of  New  York,  #8,190,103.  These  wonld  hive  beta 
tbe  sums  of  money  received  by  )hose  States,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  two  per  cent,  fund  accruing  to  the  new 
States,  and  to  the  expeh'es  incident  to  the  sale*  of 
the  land.  In  addition  to  ihi*,  Indiana  wonM  ha«e 
received  115,000  acres  of  land  to  make  h*r  equal 
with  former  grants  to  Ohio,  and  the  other  new 
Slates  their  proper  proportions  to  reach  the  same 
equality.  If  Ihe  author  of  th«  land  bill  of  1833 
deserves  what  posterity  will  award  him — .xrpetnal 
remembrance  from  his  country — what  must  we  say 
of  those  administrators  of  our  affairs  who  have  en- 
tailed upon  08  that  counter  policy  to  which  we  lave 
adverted,  and  the  fruits  of  which  are  now  like  wa- 
ters of  bitterness  in  our  months! 

But  genilemen  say  ihat  this  distribntioo  isnneon- 
stiiutional  and  in  violation  of  the  deedi  of  ocssioa 
from  the  original  Stales. 
In  opposition  to-  this  view,  I  ihall  not  not  dstaia 
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the  Senate  to  reeapitulaie  at  any  length  aa  argu- 
ment  which  has  been  so  ably  maiataiaed,  and  Uso 
familiar  to  the  eoaotry.  As  to  that  portion  of  our 
taniiory  ceded  by  ib»«ld  States,  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  Congress  holds  it  m  trust,  in  imst  for  oH  fA< 
SMt$,  old  and  new,  and  not  for  the  people  of  the 
Stater.  la  this  respect  the  proceeds  of  the  land 
an  different  from  ordinary  revenues  which  are  col- 
lected from  th<  people,  and  for  iheir  benefit,  and  not 
for  the  a«e  of  the  States.  The  States  are  then  part- 
ners in  this  great  land  fund,  and  C'ngreis  the  trustee. 
There  i«  no  principle  in  Ian  or  ethics  which  prevents  a 
a  trustee  from  surrenderins  at  pleasure  a  trus';  and 
into  whoss  hands  can  he  make  the  surieuder  bat 
those  of  the  eeUiU  que  Inut,  the  beneficiary  of  the 
trostt  And  here  this  argument  endfj  and  Concln- 
sirely.  For  if,  accordiEg  to  the  very  terms  of  the 
deeds  of  cession,  this  be  a  tru<t  for  the  ui^of  the 
States,  ft  must  of  neoetsity  be  in  their  several  and 
orpota  e  c  ipaeity.  Ths  contrary  idea  cannot  be 
foood  in  oar  system.  It  was  the  Slates  who  sur- 
rendered to  the  Federal  Governinent  all  the  powers 
coBttined  in  oar  Cocsiitn'ion — the  most  of  these 
powers  in  their  excici^e  operate  upon  the ptopUtf 
the  United  States,  and  ibe  dnties  of  the  Qovein- 
miOt  enare  to  their  benefit;  bur  here  i<  an  exc»p- 
tion  in  the  very  terms  of  the  charter.  I  cannot, 
ander  oar  CSoiutitution,  conceive  the  idea  which  has 
been  expressed  by  the  learned  Senator  ffotn  £^o.iih 
Carolina,  [Mr.  CAUtomi  ]  of  States  in  their  ag- 
gie^ate  capacity;  I  cm  in  their  Federal  capacity; 
and  if  in  this  capacity  they  vere  intended  to  bold 
their  interest  in  the  lands,  the  deeds  wduld  have  ez- 
presiedtfae  tenure  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  "United 
Slates"  and  not  "  for  tlie  use  and  benefit  uf  $ueh  of 
of  the  United  States  as  have  become,  and  shall  b-r- 
come  members  of  the  Confederation  or  Federal 
alliance  of  the  said  States,  Virginia  inelv$ivt,  ae- 
«ordii>g  to  their  nsval  ntpielive  prsporiion'<,"&e. 

Ttten  came  the  Coastiiniion  providing  that  **ihe 
Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  and  make 
all  needful  rnles  and  regulations  respecting  the  ter- 
ritory or  other  property  belonging  to  the  Unittd 
Slates,"  operat.ng  without  qualification  or  condition 
upon  territory  sut>8eqaenily  acquired;  and  upon  the 
lands  previously  acquired,  subject  to  the  trusts 
contained  in  the  deed  of  cession.  No  proprietor 
can  be  vested  with  a  more  absolute  mastery  over 
his  own  estate;  and  the  only  limit  to  the  powers  of 
the  national  Legislature  in  this  respect,  is  that  con- 
seientions  obligation  which  binds  it,  in  the  per'orm- 
ance  of  all  ii^  duties,  to  consult  the  wellare  of  the 
people  and  the  States. 

Many  powers  have  been  ezerciFed  by  Congress 
which  the  Consiitution  has  not  delegated  in  tcims 
For  example, Congress  have  made  invej>menis  in 
State  tiiochs — they  have  remitted  duiits  to  railroad 
companies  and  other  associations,  to  supply  which 
other  classes  mast  be  taxed — they  have  given  five 
per  cent,  of  the  lands  to  the  new  Sta'es,  and  grants 
of  land — they  have  granted  pensions  and  boun'ies 
to  individuals — they  have  purchased  territory  be- 
)ond  the  limits  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  formed 
out  of  it  confederate  Stales;  and  they  have  made 
scientfic  exploration!.  Not  one  of  these  but  i<  of 
moie  equivocal  authority  than  the  cession  of  the 
proeeette  of  the  lands  to  all  ths  Slates. 

Tlie  Senator  from  Missouri  [Ur.  Bxnton]  is  in- 
dignant at  a  proposition  which  he  says  is  to  with- 
draw four  midioue  of  annual  tevenne  to  be  sup- 
plied by  additional  duties  upo'n  impoits.  If  it  be 
tacb  an  outrage  to  di veil  this  four  millions,  (the 
annaal  proceeds  of  the  lands,)  from  our  exchequer, 
into  the  ireasuiies  cf  the  several  Statef,  bow  much 
more  severely  do  we  wound  the  Conetiintion  if 'we 
aoaihilaie  these  proceeds  aliogeiber,  and  dry  up 
this  source  of  revenne?  And  yet,  eir,  the  late  Pre- 
sideut  has  made  ibis  very  recommendation.  In 
his  annaal  message  of  December,  163*2,  General 
Jackson  siyr:  "It  seems  to  me  to  be  our  true  policy 
that  the  public  lands  shall  cease  as  soon  as  ptacti- 
cable  to  be  a  source  of  revenue,"  and  be  proceeds 
to  rrcommend  (uch  a  di'pi  sition  9f  them  as  shall 
baiely  reimburse  expenses.  This  was  the  very 
session  after  the  land  bill  had  been  first  introduced, 
and  had  passed  ihLi  body;  and  yet  the  Senator  from 
M.ssouri  now  pondemns  it  as  an  affirmance  of  the 
verv  principle  sustained  by  Oenetal  Jackson- 

For  tayaelf,  sir,  I  snbacribe  to  the  doctrine  that 


t'le  lands  ought  not  to  be  a  source  of  ordinary  Fe- 
deral revenue.  In  their  management,  so  many 
questions  of  State  policy,  of  jarring  interests,  and 
of  patriotic  accommodation  are  mintled,  (hat  they 
fumu-fa  too  uncertain  a  reliance;  and  the  compe- 
tency of  this  Government  loxealize  from  imposts 
all  that  is  necessary  for  its  :  conomical  admiaistra- 
linn,  bleadel  wiih  high  interests  so  immediately 
connected  with  the  system  of  impost  duties,  plainly 
indicate  another  and  a  better  direction  for  the  land 
fund. 

'J  hat  direction,  sir,  is  given  in  the  amend  acnt 
under  eonsidera'ion,  and  it  is  demanded  by  a  force 
and  demonstration  of  authority  which  ihe  people 
have  rarely  exerted  npon  their  lesiLtlative  fuoc- 
tionvries.  Wc  cannot,  if  we  would,  shut  oar  eyes 
to  the  condition  of  the  Siat<*s.  Laboring  under 
raonntiiltsof  debt,  I  will  not  say  that  the  harden 
of  interest  will,  ia  a  year  or  two,  bereme  insup- 
portable, and  that  their  fai'ih  will  be  dishoiu>rrd, 
breauae  I  believe  they  will  sustain  their  honor  at 
any  sacrifice.  My  own  State  (In  liana)  is  latcelv 
a  debtor  State,  but  dorinjt  the  suspension  of  1837 
she  was  one  of  only  two  State?,  1  believe,  in  the 
Union,  who  met  her  engagements  in  specie;  and 
the  will  conlinae  to  do  so.  But  a  fe  r  dafs  ago  I 
saw  a  notice  from  her  Fund  Commissioner,  of  his 
readiness  to  pay  her  present  January  instalment  of 
interest 

[iiere  Mr.  CLiY  of  Kentucky  inquired  whether 
the  S'ate  of  Indiana  had  resorted  to  new  loans  for 
the  payment  of  interest.] 

Mr.  Whitb  proceeded.  Indiana  has  not  piled 
Pelion  npon  Ossa.  She  niay,  fur  the  time,  have 
appropriated  some  domestic  funds  for  that  pnrpcfe, 
and  has  been  aided  by  her  bank. 

Bat  what  will  be  the  condition  of  the  States  when 
their  vast  amonot  of  principal  falls  due  from  1845 
to  1365!  A  worse  blight  ctnnot  fall  upon  the 
pro»p>rity  of  the  Spates  than  a  large  and  per.na- 
nent  debt.  Our  policy  in  that  respect  is  e-sentiatly 
different  from  that  of  England.  We  could  not 
survite  such  a  debt  as  the  British  nation  owes  to  itt 
own  subj'cK.  The  debt  of  Oreat  Britain  is  equiva- 
lent, for  the  purposes  of  snuaining  popoUtion,  to 
an  enlar2ement  of  her  empire.  Men  live  upon 
stocks  there  as  they  live  upon  laid  here.  It  is  the 
garnered  and  the  hoarded  wealth  of  ages  deposited 
with  the  Gavernment,  and  Ihe  injnme  of  the  own- 
ers ii  gnarantied  by  tBe  industry  of  her  millions  of 
artificers,  whose  labor.ttories  are  the  workshops  of 
Ihe  world,  and  by  the  taxes  which  she  draws  from 
the  commerce  c  f  all  nations.  In  this  country,  ca- 
pita 1  finds  oUier  and  better  employment  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  land.  While  England  was  an 
agricultural  country,  she  had  no  public  debt.  Af- 
ter the  balaoce  of  power  bad  been  adjusted  In  Eu- 
rope, and  the  commercial  era  cnmmenced,  the  Bri- 
tish debt  wa>  contracted.  Expensive  wars  and  the 
eiiablithment  of  a  colonial  system  have  been  ne- 
eassary  to  maintain ,  that  rommerce,  and  her  debt 
has  been  rapidly  accumulating.  So  soon  as  she 
shall  have  rstablished  her  commerce  beyond  the 
competition  of  the  world,  there  will  be  an  end  of 
her  debt.  Until  our  territory  becomes  toa  thickly 
p :>pulated  to  sustain  the  inhabit&als,  a  public  debt 
will  prove  a  national  calamity. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  in  the  pawer  of  this  Oovemmeot, 
without  in  the  least  impoverishing  itself  or  Iran- 
sending  its  proper  sphere  of  actioa,  to  allst  this 
rich  domain  of  a  thousand  millions  of  acres  to  the 
Slates,  and  thus  to  relieve  oar  people  from  inlermi- 
naUe  and  hereditary  taxes,  chatl  we  abuse,  by 
vile  inaction,  this  capacity  to  do  good,  and  incur 
Ae  execratioa- of  our  constituents'?  Is  (h>e  confe- 
derated Q>vernmcnt  a  mere  machine  to  run  in  an 
endless  circle  of  inanityl  Are  we  forever  to  be  set- 
tling first  principles  whirh,  like  the  bU>bted  flowers 
ot  early  spring,  shall  yield  no  fruit}  H<*  tba  Con- 
stitution no  vitality,  and  is  our  theory  of  govern- 
m>nt  a  mere  abs>raction1  In  ordinary  times,  sit:, 
we  may  sit  h'te  in  cold  deliberation,  holding  to  the 
people  the  doc'rine  "ihat  they  rxpecr  too  much 
from  the  Governmcot,"  and  escape  under  that  ge- 
nerous forbearance  which  accompanies  a  state  of 
prosperity;  but  in  such  an  exigency  as  the  present, 
other  an-l  sterner  duties  invite  us  to  sctioo.  Sains 
pojnUi  tt^tma  Ux,  and  let  him  abide  the  con«e- 
qncneaa  who  will  not  come  to  the  rescue.    What  is 


<  ur  Union,  when  the  States  are  roiocJ — aor  Confe- 
deration, when  its  links  are  brokent  Strike  mt 
the  stars  from  our  national  banner,  and  it  is  no- 
thing'bat  a  piece  of  bunting  S  r,  the  disihbutiqa 
ponoy  wi'l  control  the  next  Presidential  election. 
No,  I  mi^ake.  Before  that  time,  oader  ditUttM 
counsels,  and  another- Administration,  this  measure 
of  safety  and  of  beaefieenee  will  have  pasted;  the 
Sag  of  the  Union  will  no  longer  prove  a  banren 
sceptre,  and  ihe  triamphs  of  the  Constitution  will 
have  been  proclaimed. 

Senators  have  chosen,  in  the  progress  of  tiis  de 
bale,  to  derids  the  principles  upou.wbicb  that  Ad- 
ministration hai  bsen  brought  into  power.  Toej 
mistake  ihe  type  fur  the  event,  and  suppose  that  a 
phrenzied  majority  will  erect  a  log  cabin  upon  >be 
ruins  of  the  Ctpilo).  We  rejoice,  not,  ar,  that  (h 
log  cabin  has  been  broug'it  to  Washington,  bat 
that  power  has  been  transferred  to  the  leg  cabin— 
that  the  Capitol  has  been  removed  to  the  country^ 
that  Ibe  people  have  exercised  that  residnarj  sore- 
reignly  which  was  always  their  own,  and  whi^ 
heretofore  has  been  suffered  only  to  sleep— ih*t. 
however  the  "divine  rf;h;"  of  rule  may  instal  itaejf 
in  the  Taillerie<,  in  Barkingham  Palace,  or  ia  like 
Kremlin,  in  this  country  itit  appropriate  resideooe  is 
in  Ibe  thatched  cottage  of  the  American  eiliteo. 
Let  gentlemen  cavil  aithe  watchwords  of  freemen  ! 
''Tippecanoe"  is  now  another  name  for  liberty,  and 
henceforward,  in  every  itrnggle  for  haman  rtgkte, 
and  every  contrst  between  the  ruler  and  the  mled, 
to  the  hopes  of  the  patriot  deliverance  shall  oonae 
from  the  wilderness,  and  the  star  of  the  West  is  tbe 
sign  by  which  he  shall  conquer. 

Montesquieu  says  that  "th^  fine  system  of  Bri- 
tish Government  was  invented  in  the  woods." 
F.ir  the  first  lime  in  our  history,  the  territory  North 
west  of  the  Ohio  river  hat  given  a  President  to 
t'le  U::i:in — one  connected  with  all  the  labors,  with 
all  tfte  experience,»ith  all  the  glories  of  our  mighty 
provincial  settlements.  It  would  be  strange  if, 
and  r  his  administration,  that  social  and  political 
development  which  he  so  happily  began  in  the  val- 
ley of  the  Mississippi  thoald  not  be  ni;ged  onwatd 
nntil  that  great  region  has  reached  the  destiny  for 
which  the  Almighty  dtsi-.ned  it — part  and  parcel 
with  the  Atlantic  Sia'es  of  one  great  confedertUed 
enipire— borrowing  from  the  old  "Thirteen'"  iba 
ginriej  of  the  Revolutioaary  era,  the  last  great 
dr^ma  rf  which  wxsac'ed  We^tof  the  mountains, 
and  imparting  to  the  mother  States,  through  every 
vic-siituds  of  their  future  history,  that  vigar  and 
purity  which  we  trust  shall  forever  reside  in  Um 
peaceful  agricultural  valleys  of  the  West. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  BENTON. 

OP  MISSOURI, 
U  Senate,  TImndt,  Janitary  S3,  1811— In  reply  to 
Mr  WsB'Tia^  remarks  on  the  Pre-emption  bil'. 
Mr.  BENTON  said  he  bad  listened  attentively 
to  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Massachtt- 
setis  [Mr.  Webster]  in  favor  of  the  constiinuoaat 
power  of  Congress  to  pa^  the  land  revenue  ditiri- 
bntion  bill,  now  so  onseaaonably,  and  so  perte- 
veringly  pressed  npon  ihe  auention  of  the  Senate. 
He  had  listened  t«  it  attentively;  and  in  hearing  ail 
the  argument  which  that  Senator  had  delivaed, 
eonden;ied,  and  csoeentrated  as  it  was,  he  beKaved 
he  hid  heaid  all  that  could  be  said  on  that  peiat. 
It  was  the  sum  and  substance  of  all  that  be  kad 
heard  before,  either  in  this  chamber,  or  oat  of  it. 
And  what  was  M  Nothing  more  nor  less  ibaa  a 
reference  of  our  power  to  Ihe  deeds  «f  eission, 
and  a  derivation  of  our  whole  right  to  make  thia 
distribution,  from  the  terms  and  conditioaaof  these 
deeds.  He  does  not  pretend  io  derive  a  partiete  of 
power  to  pass  this  bill  except  from  those  deeils— 
he  refers  to  nothing  else.  Now,  sir,  what  are  the 
deeds,  and  what  is  ibe  billl  What  does  cnegrant, 
and  the  other  cover?  Tbe  deeds  are  limited  to  the 
original  boundaries  of  the  United  States — the  Mis- 
sissippi on  the  west,  and  the  parallel  of  31  degrree 
on  tbe  aonih;  the  Dill  extends  to  the  Paeilie  oceaa 
west  and  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  south  1  Soehislba 
difference — the  wide  differenet — between  them.  If 
the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Masnchasars 
was  valid  as  far  as  it  weat,  (which  in  fact  k  i< 
not,)  it  would  not  answet  his  porpose;  it  wwUd 
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not  cover  the  subject — it  would  not  coTcr  the 
bill— no  more  eorcr  it  than  an  inch  tqnare  of 
carpet  woald  cover  the  ample  area  of  this  cham- 
ber. The  argoment  reaches  no  land  but  the 
tngauma  and  refuse  to  be  fpund  in  a  few  West- 
ern Sta>(s— the  leavings  after  ten,  twenijr,  thirty, 
and  forty  yean  of  sales  in  Missi'Sippi,  Alabama, 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan.  inii!t  it  all  that 
the  argoment  reaches. '  The  bill,  on  the  contrary, 
cxieD(&  to  all  Florida,  as  it  stood  with  i>s  ancient' 
limits,  eztendisg  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi; add  it  extends  to  all  Louisiana,  in  its 
greatest  conceivable  exien',  stcetcbing  from  the 
Mississippi  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  Such  is 
the  difierence  between  the  argoment  -  and  the 
bill-.«ich  the  immeasurable  distance  between  the 
argoment  and  the.  subject.  If  the  argument  was 
good  as  far  as  it  went — if  the  deeds  of  cession  ac- 
tually conferred  authority  to  divide  among  the 
Stalls  the  money  received  for  the  lands  which  they 
conveyed — still  it  would  be  worth  nothing;  for  the 
bill  in  Dot  limited  to  the  money  so  received.  It  is 
not  limited  to  th:  lands  mentioned  in  the  ce  don 
acts;  and  if  it  was,  no  oae  would  trouble  himself 
about  it.  Ihe  revenue  to  be  received  from  (hose 
lands  is  too  insignificant,  too  inconsiderable,  too 
contemptible,  to  be  worth  the  treuble  of  dislribn- 
tion.  It  is  n»t  to  these  fragments  and  Irarings  that 
the  distribution  party  lo^lt.  They  look  to  the  rich 
mine  beyond  the  Mississippi — to  the  vast  and  fresh 
domain  of  the  ancient  Louisiana,  spreading  from 
the  western  bank  of  the  Father  of  Floods  to  the 
sutnmit  of  the  Rocky  Moontains,  and  ihence  to  the 
Fhore  of  die  Pacific.  It  is  this  to  which  the  distri- 
bat-on  party  look — ^it  is  this  lo  which  their  bill  ex- 
lends;  and  having  no  title  lo  this,  not  a  word  to  :<ay 
in  favor  of  any  right  tq  touch  it,  the  alternative 
s>rm)  to  be  to  ray  noihing  about  it!  to.e<chew  the 
argument  in  loto;  to  qnote  the  deeds  of  cetsion, 
whieh  have  no  relation  to  Florida  or  Louisiana; 
ind  then  rely  upon  those  deeds,  and  oar  ignorance, 
»  pa-s.an  argument  which  has  no  fpnndation ! 
rbis  seems  to  be  the  resource  of  the  whole  disiri- 
tiotion  party,  both  on  this  floor  and  elsewhere,  and 
the  Senator  from.  Massachusetts  has  not  been  able 
10  add  an  iota  to  what  we  have  heard  before. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  intended  to  bring  this  argn- 
nent  to  a  practical  test  at  a  proper  time — at  the 
inae  when  the  details  of  the  distribution  bill  shall 
tie  nuder  consideration.  He  should  then  move  to 
inait  the  distribution  to  the  lands  ceded  by  the 
States;  and  if  that  proposition  prevailed,  there 
iranld  be  ao  end  of  the  matter;  for  there  would  be 
aothing  to  divide,  and  no  one  would  care  to  press 
the  matter.  In  using  the  word  ee-Mon,  in  speak- 
Dg  of  the  eession  Cct»,  and  cession  deedt,  Mr.  B. 
said,  that  he  by  no  means  admitted  that  any  land 
lad  been  eeded,  or  conveyed  by  those  afets-  to  the 
PWeral  Qovemntent.  lley  ceded  nothing  but  a 
ight  of  purdiasefrom  the  Indians,  and  every  acre 
>f  iliia  land  wbieb  had  come  into  the  pcsseision  of 
he  Federal  Government,  came  by  purchase  from 
he  Indians— came  by  Indian  treaties,  and  not  by 
itate  deeds — by  paying  money  fur  them^  and  not. 
>y  grataitous  donation. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  another  argument,  not  of  con- 
tiiationality,  or  even  expediency,  but  of  pity, 
ras  broaght  to  bear  In  favcr  of  this  policy.  It  was 
he  distress  of  the  States!    The  Stales  were  said 

0  be  in  debt — to  be  in  distress — to  need  relief,  and 
he  Federal  Qovemment  is  called  upon  to  give  it. 
n>is  was  new  and  alarming  doctrine  to  bi<n;  it 
WMB  ne*  and  portentous;  and  wholly  fore^n  to 
be  objeets  of  the  Union,  and  big  with  fatal  results, 
iitber  to  the  States  themselves,  or  to  the  Federal 
3ovetnn»«nl.  From  temporary  relief,  either  the 
federal  Government  must  go  on  to  jrant  perma- 
lent  supplies,  and  thus  become  ibe  master  of  the 
hates-,  or  the  States,  from  humble  petitioners,  mast 
teconie  vutfaoritative  etainant!';  tann  eventually 
lemaad  as  a  right  what  they  asked  as  a  favor,  and 
sod  with  mastering  the  Federal  Government  by 
uipping  it  rf  all  its  supplies.  Consolidation  of  the 
Jiates  ison  one  hand;  the  dissolniion  of  the  Union 
sen  the  other.  No  one  can  foresee  which  danger 
s  to  prevail;  but  all  can  foresee  that  the  eqnili- 
triam  between  the  States  and  the  Federal  Govern- 
nent  is  destroyed  from  the  moment  that  ihey  have 
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to  the  same  chest — and  either  party,  no  matter 
which,  holds  the  keys  of  that  cheit.  From  that 
moment  the  eqnilibriam  established  by  cur  Consti- 
tntion  is  destroyed,  and  one  of  the  paries  muit  be- 
come the  master  of  >  the  other. 

Mr.  President,  continued  Mr.  B.  I  deprecate  this 
scene — this  apparition  of  the  States  at  the  bar  of 
the  Federal  Governmen*,  in  the  character  of  dis- 
trei=sed  petitioners,  prajiog  for  relief.  I  regret  to 
see  it.  I  was  bred  in  the  political  sehcol  of  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  of  John  Riodolph,  and  of  other 
fathers  of  the  Republic,  who  were  stilt  on  the  stage 
of  action  when  I  entered  upon  it  twenty  years  Kgo; 
and  from  them  I  learnt  that  if  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment avoided  debt,  cootealed  itself  with  light  taxes, 
preserved  peace  abroad,  and  kept  open  the  channels 
of  commerce,  it  was  doing  its  par*,  and  the 
States  and  the  people  would  do  the  rest.  This  is 
what  I  was  accustomed  to  hear  from  these  patriots 
and  sagefi;  and,  tried  by  these  principles,  how  s'ands 
the  question  of  mi^government  or  mitrnle  between 
the  States  and  the  Federal  Govemmenll  How 
stands  this  qarstion?  Certainly  more  honorable  to 
the  Government  than  ever  stood  euch  a  question 
between  a  Government  and  a  people.  In  point  of 
debt,  there  is  nothing — ^nothing  in  the  shape  or  form 
of  national  debt;  for  a  few  millions  of  ont>>randing 
Treasury  notes,  to  be  paid  as  due  out  of  current 
revenue,  can  form  no  excrprion  to  the  proud  decla- 
tion  that  we  have  no  national  debt.  In  point  of 
federal  ta^^es,  we  may  be  said  to  be  almost  free 
from  thera.  ITot  a  particle  of  direct.,  or  internal 
tax,  exists  by  a  law  of  the  Federal  Government. 
The  doties  on  imported  goo6<,  since  the  extinction 
of  the  late' national  debt,  have  gone  down  to  a  light 
and  moderate  amount.  But  few  articles  are  now 
taxed  high;  the  one-half  are  not  taxed  at  all !  Yes, 
the  one-half  of  the  whole  of  our  foreign  imports 
are  now  free  of  duty^ — an  advantage  which  do 
other  naticin  on  earth  possesses,  and  which  we  onlv 
have  enjoyed  since  the  glorious  administra'ioo  of 
General  Jackson.  As  to  peace,  we  hive  it  with  all 
8>e  world.  Oar  tempts  of  Janus  is  shn<;  ft  r  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth  are  at  peace  wi'h  our  coun- 
try, and  freedom  of  intercourse  existing  between 
them.  Commerce  was  never  more  safe — was 
never  so  extended  as  it  is  at  present.  Not  ony  all 
the  old  channels  of  trade  are  open,  but  many  new 
ones  have  been  explored.  Our  enterprising  mer- 
chants now  go  in  safety  to  places  whose  vei;y  names 
were  tmknown  to  their  fathers — to  the  antipodes, 
and  to  the  poles — and  no  doubt  at  this  instant, 
while  I  stand  here  speaking,  there  are  American 
merchants  en  the  opposite  side  of  our  world,  sepa- 
ra'ed  from  us  by  the  entire  diameter  of  this  globe, 
and  all  pursuing  their  remote  trade  in  safety,  free- 
dom, and  peace.  Thus  stands  the  question  of  mi?- 
government  and  misrule  between  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment and  the  Stales.  It  has  done  its  part,  and 
nobly  done  its  part  by  them — freed  them  from  a 
national  debt— touched  them  lightly  with  taxes — 
preserved  peace  for  them  abroad — kept  open  all 
the  channels  of  commerce,  and  given  to  every  citi- 
zen, at  home  and  abroad,  a  clear  stpge  and  fair 
play  for  the  exercise  of  his  talent  and  the  pursuit  of 
his  business.  This  is  falfilling  the  object  of  its 
creation,  doing  what  ft  was  created  to  do,  accord 
ing  to  the  doctrines  of  the  school  in  which  I  was 
bred.  To  go  beyond  this — to  become  the  patron  of 
the  States,  their  treasurer,  or  tteir  almoner— .to  lin- 
dertake  to  relieve  their  distrejses  by  doling  out  mo- 
ney to  them  from  the  general  coffers— to  do  this,  is 
to  do  an  act  for  which  the  Fedieral  Govemment 
was  never  created,  and  which  cannot  be  com- 
menced without  being  continued,  and  leading  to 
conseqaeiic's  fatal  to  the  independence  of  one  of 
the  parties. 

No,  sir,  the  Federal  Government  has  done  its 
part — has  done  all  that  it  ought  to  do  fnr  the  pros- 
perity of  the  States,  except  in  one  particular;  and 
that  is  in  nrt  having  snbdnrd  the  revolt  of  the  poli- 
tical and  insolvent  part  of  the  banks.  In  the  month 
of  May,  1837- two  months  after  Mr.  Van  Barents 
administration  commenced— the  banks  stopped  pay- 
ment; and,  leaving  out  the  large  deposlte  banks 
which  were  forced  into  the  measure  by  the  distri- 
bution process,  and  the  weaker  banks  which  could 
not  resist  a  general  movement;  leavirg  out  these, 
and  the  suspension  of  1637  was  a  revolt  agaiiut  the 


Democratic  Administration,  and  the  resitit  of  acon< 
spiracy  as  regularly  contrived  as  any  conspiracy 
has  been  since  the  days  of  Catiline.  Tiiis  conspi- 
racy was  batched  iu  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  headed  by  its  managers  and  its  political  confe- 
derates. Public  opinion,  and  the  conduct  of  the  New 
York  banks,  prevented  the  permaaeot  insurreetion 
which  was  intended — drove  the  insurgent  institu- 
tions into  temporary  submission  to  the  laws,  to  be 
followed  in  1839  by  another  revolt  which  con-- 
tinued,  as  the  first  wai  designed  lo  continue,  until 
the  Presidential '  election  was  over.  The  Federal 
G^ivernment  did  not  put  down  these  revolts;  it  did 
not  reduce  these  insurgent  corporations  to  subordi- 
nation lo  the  laws.  la  that,  and  in  that  only,  has 
it  failed  in  its  duty  to  th^  States.  But  where  was 
the  failure?  Not  in  the  Federal  head — not  in  the 
representative  of  the  Union — not  in  the  President. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  discharged  his  duty — nobly — pa- 
t  ioiically — ^wisely — firmly— '-courageooaly,  dis- 
charged it.  He  recomraended  the  remedy;  the 
constitutional,  the  adequate,  the  prompt  remedy:  be 
recommended  the  application  of  a  bankiiSpt  law 
to  bankrupt  banks;  and  if  it  had  been  applied 
i^heni^cam  mended,  the  second  suspeitsioa  would 
not  have  occuried.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States 
would  have  been  wound  up  in  1839;  and  the  dit- 
tress  and  derangement  of  business,  so  injurious  to 
the  conntry,  and  so  beneficial  to  the  bank  party 
during  the  election  of  1840,  would  have  been  pre- 
ventedi  The  Federal  Executive  recommended  this 
only  measure  which  was  wanting  lo  the  public 
prosperity;  CongKis  refused  to  pass  it;  and  thus, 
the  only  failure  of  the  Government  to  do  its  duty 
was  occasioned  by  the  representatives  of  the  States 
ihemselvfs. 

Mr.  B.  deprecated  the  temper  of  the  times,  and 
ihe  general  dispo.siiioD  which  now  existed  to  look^ 
to  the  Federal  Government  lor  relief  from  distress,' 
and  lor  favors  and  privileges  of  every  kind.  This 
spirit  began  to  be  engendered  above  twenty  years  \ 
ago,  when  pro'ective  tariffi,  pension  lists,  a  Na-  \ 
ticnal  Bank,  internal  improvements,  aiid  so  mary  ' 
tchemes  to  employ  persons,  and  to  expend  money, 
occupied  the  debates  and  the  legislation  of  Con-  . 
gress  People  were  seduced  from  their  proper  pur- 
suits, and  as.  good  as  called  upon  t»  come  to  the 
Federal  Government  for  ofiice,  for  money,  fur  spe- 
cial lettiitlaiioD,  for  conlracti,  and  fur  jobs  and  fa- 
vors viYiiah  were  to  enable  them  to  live  and  enrich 
themselves  without  labor  or  economy.  This  spirit, 
begun  then  under  the  stimulus  and  the  action  of 
Congressii  nal  debate  and  Irgislalioti,  has  been  go- 
ing on  ever  since,  until  it  peivades'and  absorbs  the 
community.  First  individuals,  then  cl«>ses,  now 
States.  Congrei-s  is  importuned  now  by  more 
than  lOiOOO  claims  on  our  file?,  some  of  them  re- 
jected for  twenty,  thirty,  forty  year*;  but  still 
pressed  upon  us,  and  expected  to  be  pisced  by  dint 
of  importunity.  Forty  thousand  pensioners  still 
swell  our  pen»i<  n  list.  Amies  of  men,  even  young 
men,  boys  with  down  on  their  chiles,  come 
come  here  for  office.  Pdtitions  for  prottct.ve  du- 
ties are  coming  in.  Individnals  of  all  ages  and 
sexef,  and  clas5eGof  alt  hinds  except  the  laborer 
and  the  farmer,  come  here  for  special  legislation. 
'We  have  seen  all  this,  and  now,  portentously  ris- 
ing above  all  the  rest,  and  with  power  to  command 
what  they  ask,  appear  the  States !  The  indebted 
States  ar«  now  appearing  at  our  bar — cominz  here 
for  relief— for  money  from  the  general  coffers  to 
'  pay  their  individual  debts.  Tbey  have  had  twenty- 
seven  millions  from  the  Federal  Treasury.  It  was 
a  fatal  gift — scarcely  touched  before  It  was  gone, 
and  the  incenlive  to  demand  more.  They  now  ask 
for  a  limited  land  distribution  MIL  They  wi  1  tat'C 
it  in  defiance  of  the  Cooslitulion  and  across  its 
grave.  Soon  an  unlimiled  land  disiribolion  bill 
will  be  demanded;  ard,  if  the  golden  eggs  are  liii 
too  slowly,  then  kill  the  goose!  divide  all  the  lands 
at  once;  and  when  they  are  gone,  have  reconrie  to 
the  custom  hon«;  when  that  is  emptied,  the  credit 
and  the  securityi'hip  of  the  Fedetal  Govemment 
must  come  into  rrqaUition.  There  is  no  lule  to  go 
by,  nor  any  barriers  lo  arrest  the  onward  coup'*. 
The  barrier  of  the  Constitution  being  prostrated  in 
the  pa5sage  of  Ihe .  first  land  distribution  act,  there 
is  an  end  lo  further  resistance. 

Mr.  B.  inveighed  saraestly  against  the  thint  for 
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effice  Md  for  spoil,  which  was  spreading  and  ez- 
leodiag  in  oar  country,  and  giving  to  oar  pari; 
contests  a  savage  and  ferocious  character.  He 
•tiribuled  the  bittrroess  of  oar  eirotion  contests,  in 
a  great  degree,  to  the  personal  in:ere,<t  which  so 
manjr  toolc  in  them.  (Jffice — money — special  legis- 
lation— privileges  and  monopolies — weie  the  pur- 
suit of  myriads,  and  the  exsiiing  caut*  of  ibeir 
zeal  and  faty  in  elections.  The  public  eood  re> 
qaired  this  spirit  to  be  checked;  it  required  the  pub- 
lic nind  to  be  turned  in  a  different  direeii'n—.io 
self-exeition — to  the  pursuits  of  indosiry,  and  the 
practice  of  ecoaomy— and  made  to  find  in  these 
resources  the  true  road  to  independence  of  ihind 
and  ehaiacter  as  well  as  to  independence  of  fottune. 
Tbo  much. had  been  done  by  dngress  to  give  the 
public  mind  the  wrong  direction — to  bring  iodiri- 
doals,  classes,  and  coporations,  to  the  Federal  Qo- 
vernmeni  for  support  and  relief.  Too  much  of 
this  work  hss  been  done  already;  and  if  the  States 
are  now  to  be  added  to  the  list,  and  are  to  come  to 
this  same  fountaia  of  supply  for  relief  from  dis- 
liess,  wliere  is  the  end  of  such  a  perversion  of  all 
ibe  objects  of  the  ooufederaiion,  but  ia  the  consoli- 
daiioa  of  the  Slates,  or  the  dissohiticn  of  the 
Uniont 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  SHEPARD, 

or  NORTH  CAJIOUNA. 
In  tkt  Hnue  of  Btpretmtalivtt,  Dtctmbtr,  1840  — 

On  the  motion  of  Ur.  Giddinos,  of  Ohio,  to  re- 

cotttider  the  "Navy  Pension  Bill." 

Mr.  SPEAEEa:  1  am  aware  that  the  task  which 
I  have  undertaken  is  an  unpopular  one;  be, 
who  endeavors  to  lop  off  patronage,  will  txci'.e 
the  hostiTity  of  .those  who  recive  its  benefits,  and 
roust  expect  opposition  from  that  party,  wha<e 
doctrine  is  to  stceng  hen  this  Qbvernment  by  creat- 
ing a  dependence  of  particular  classes  and  inte- 
rests. But  having  been  placed  on  tbe '  Committee 
of  Naval  Affairs,  I  most  do  what  I  consider  proper, 
at  the  risk  of  mcurring  enmity,  or  I  man  be  faith- 
less to  tbe  tro-si,  and  inflict  a  wound  en  my  own 
conscience.  Witb«at  the  slightest  hesitation,  the 
former  course  will  be  firmly  taken. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  the  bill,  which  passed 
this  House  two  days  ago,  is  adrocaied  on  several 

Stounds.  The  member  from  Massachusetts  [Ur. 
OAMs]  thinks  that  my  amendment,  which  became 
the  3d  >ection  of  the  bill,  was  out  of  order,  and  he 
has  been  pleased  to  in^iuaaie  that  tbere  was  some- 
thing  anfair  or  tricky  in  tbe  proceeding.  You  will 
remember,  sir,  thai  I  inquired  uf  the  CuAia  if  the 
amendment  were  in  order.  I  did  not  seize  a  sly 
opportunity  to  thrust  it  on  the  House,  when  my  op> 
ponen's  were  absent,  and  the  decision  being  favora* 
ble,  I  have  the  protection  of  your  shield  in  differing 
trom  the  honorable  gentleman.  He  is  doabtless 
well  skilled  in  the  law  ol  Parliimenl;  and  when  he 
occupied  your  feat  on  a  celebrated  occasion,  we 
were  all  charmed  with  the  forrtctntis  of  kiiofMetu, 
as  well  as  the  dignity  of  hi*  teniuct.  But,  sir,  the 
2d  section  was  in  order,  because  it  related  to  tbe 
same  subject  as  the  Isi;  heretofore  naval  pen- 
sions have  been  paid  out  of  a  specific  fund, 
and  now  when  we  are  asked  to  make  a  draft 
on  the  Treasury  for  that  purpose,  the  natural 
inquiry  is  what  has  become  of  the  money,  set 
aside  by  Congress,  forty  years  ago,  to  meet  the  just 
demands  of  gallant  officers  and  satlorsi  The  act  of 
1837  has  destroyed  that  fund,  and  in  a  bill  intended 
to  supply  the  deficiency  it  is  certainly  proper  to  re- 
medy the  evil,  and  to  kill  ihe  inser.t  which  has 
eaten  up  the  substance.  If,  however,  we  are  wrong, 
it  is  too  late  to  make  this  objeciioo;  it  is  a  paked 
ucbnicaliiy,  not  favore  1  by  Ihe  ruin  of  Parliament, 
and  sheuld  be  taken  advantage  of  at  the  proper 
time,  whilst  a  motion  to  reconsider  ought  not  to 
prevail  except  on  general  merits. 

The  member  from  MissachuMtls  alto  ssseris 
that  the  amendment  was  hastily  iuiieduced,  and 
adopted  without  due  consideration.  Who  else  is  of 
this  opioionl  Au<>thcr  gemleman  from  Mafcafbu* 
setts,  [Mr.  Rcbq  ]  And  who  joins  the  worthy 
couple  Id  this  complainil  A  third  member  from 
Massachoseiis,  [Mr.  SiLTOKSTAU-]  It  a  yooih^ui 
tyro  bad  asked  tor  lime  to  think,  to  consult  and  ex- 
amine .documents,  it  would  not  have  been  but- 


'prising,  but  when  "grave  and  reverend  seniors"  re- 
quest delay  in  order  to  deliberate,  one  i')  tempted 
to  siEile.  Tbesi  honorable  gentlemen  are  ao- 
qaainted  with  all  the  laws  relating  to  this  subject — 
with  them  Ihe  pension  system  is  a  bantling  that  at- 
tracts peculiar  oare— and  if  fifiy  years  were  allow, 
ed,  a  hundred  more  would  be  a.>-ked  before  they 
reached  wbat  I  consider  a  ju^t  conclusion.  But  to 
propose  tbe  repeal  of  the  act  of  1837  is  no  new 
thing;  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  Mr.  Dickerson  and 
Mr.  Paulding  agree  with  me  in  opinion,  and  at  ihe 
last  session  a  bill  passed  the  Senate,  embracing  a 
provision  of  this  kind,  but  was  smoihered  in  this 
House  imder  a  mass  of  bnsioess.  S j  ihat  ibCs  sub- 
ject has  atiracted  ihe  attention  of  Congress  for 
some  time. 

Hew  was  the  act  of  '37  passed?  It  was  not 
discnsfed,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  taken  on  its 
passage^  no  man  is  bold  enough  to  claim  its  pater- 
nity, and  it  may  be  said  with  truth  that  it  sneaked 
ihrough  this  Hall  quietly  and  nnpoticed  on  the  last 
night  of  the  session.  Where  was  ihe  member 
from  Massachmetis  [Mr.  Adams?]  He  is  a  sleep- 
leisdra!;on  over  tbe  Trea.'.ury,  when  apolitical  oi> 
poneni  is  to  be  assailed,  ani  why  did  he  not  in  '37 
cry  against  the  hotly  outrage  ibat  was  about  to  be 
perpetrated?  Where  was  the  other  genileman 
from  Massachu.'eits  [Mr.  Rbed]?  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Ihe  Commiitee  of  Navat  Affairs,  and  ought 
to  know  something  of  this  extraordinary  measure. 

Tae  honorable  member  states  that  a  portion  of 
the  fund  bad  been  given  to  Mrs.  Deca'ur  by  a  gpt- 
eiaiact,  and  tbeiefore  it  was  thought  reasonable  to 
invite  other  widows  afid  orphans  to  partake  of 
what  had  been  iacredly  devoted  to  a  different  pcr- 
poie.  This  is  admirablt  lugie,  and  might  have  pre- 
vailed with  Congres.0,  though  the  geniltman  made 
no  rpeech  to  this  effect,  nor  diJ  he  object  to  kaUi 
on  the  night  of  the  3d  March,  1837.  It  is  there- 
fore wise  and  proper  to  make  an  irruption  into  ibe 
Treasury,  when  the  sentinel  is  asleep,  or  when 
good  humor  and  kindly  feeling  have  banished  sus- 
picion; but  when  the  enormity  is  discovered,  w^. 
are  asked  not  to  turn  out  the  iotruders  with-  preci- 
pitation, but  to  act  cautiously,  to  oonsuU  with  each 
other,  to  debate,  lest  harm  should  come  to  ih%  un- 
fortunate person;,  who  have  exhibited  to  slrikiog  a 
'ondness  for  olher  people's  property.  Sir,  this  act 
was  pafs^d  stealthily,  and  thould  be  repealed  wih- 
oat  ceremony, 

Tbe  n^em^r  from  Massachusttts  [Mr.  Adimo] 
farther  »lnicd  that  my  amendment  was  in  conflict 
with  the  original  bill.  The  first  sectien,qaoih  the  gen- 
tleman, provides  for  tbe  payment  of  pensions.aBd  the 
second  repeals  tbe  law  which  grants  them — fo  that 
the  bill  is  made  np  af  inconsistent  enactments. 
If  the  law  of  1837  «ere  the  only  one  that  gave 
p?nsions,ibe  reasoning  would  be  conclusive;  hot  the 
honorable  member  forgot  to  mention  that  pensions 
were  due  under  that  of  1800  and  perhaps  others ; 
should  the  appropria'ion  of  the  first  section  be  more 
than  sufficient  to  carry  into  effect  the  old  laws  of 
the  country,  the  remainder  will  be  safely  kept  in 
the  Treasury  as  an  unexpended  balance.  I  hope 
that  the  patriotic  anxiety  of  the  gentleman  wilt  be 
relieved  by  this  explanation. 

The  same  member  proceeded  to  say  Ihat  I  had 
miFsiaied  the  act  of  1837,  and  thereby  led  honora- 
ble gettllemen  into  an  error — he  was  also  charitable 
enough  to  proclaim  that  I  had  not  rtadu  law  which 
I  wished  to  reptal.  This  is  one  of  these  random 
assertions,  for  which  Ihe  distinguished  member  is 
remarkable,  and  to  prove  its  gross  injnsiice,  1  refer 
to  the  Inlelligeocer  of  ibis  morniog  which  contains 
my  remarks  of  Monday.  That  j'urnaj  rrpoi  is  me 
to  have  said  that  the  law  of  1837  "provided  that 
these  naval  pensions  were  to  be  paid,  not  to  ihore 
who  had  tuffertd  in  the  service  and  defence  of  the 
couBlry,  but  to  Ibe  widows  and  children  of  ihose 
who  might,  at  any  prerioas  time,  have  di«<i  in  Ihe 
service,  whether  ihey  had  tufftred  or  not.  And  it 
also  provided  that,  when  penai'ns  were  thus  paid 
to  invalids,  or  persons  who  bad  incurred  disability, 
tbe  pension  should  be  reckoned  back  to  the  date  of 
the  disability,  as  well  as  f(  rward  from  the  date  of 
the  ect."  Tills  is  what  I  said  then  and  what  I  now 
repeat:  those  who  refer  to  tbe  act  as  published, 
.  will  find  it  subsuntially,  if  not  literally  quoted. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  Juve  been  paiticulai  with  these 


matters,  in  order  to  avaid  the  making  of  inelevaat 
issues.  I  wish  the  House  to  decide  this  queaiiwi 
according  to  its  real  merits,  apd,  having  cleared 
away  the  dust  and  smoke,  that  might  have  blinded 
our  eyes,  I  shall  endeavor  to  take  a  rapid  view  of 
Ihe  whole  ground  of  controveriy. 

In  the  year  1800  an  act  was  passed  for  tbe  "bet- 
ter government  of  the  navy  of  the  United  Stttca," 
tbe^Sth  and  9  h  sections  of  which  were  as  followt: 
"Every  offiter,  seaman,  and  moriHc,  ^totted  in  the 
line  of  his  duty,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  for  life, 
or  during  his  disability,  a  pension  ttom  the  Uniiad 
States,  according>to  the  nature  and  degree  of  Uii  4^ 
ability,  not  exceeding  one-haU  hii  monthly  paj," 
and  "all  monry  accruing,  er  which  has  already. 
accrued,  to  the  United  Stales  from  ih«  sile  otpriMm, 
shall  be  anid  remotn/oreMr  a  fund  for  tbe  payaeat 
of  pensions  ai^d  half-pay,  should  the  same  be  bem- 
after  granted,  to  tbe  qfflcen  and  tumm  who  miy 
be  entitled  to  receive  tbe  same:  andif  ibersid  fond' 
shall  ba  insufficient  fur  tbe  purpose,  tbe  jmhBt/ailh 
is  ha  eby  pledged  to  make  up  Ihe  defieieney:  bat  if 
it  should  be  more  than  sufficient,  Ihe  sutplns  shall 
be  applied  for  the  making  of  further  proviMon  for 
the  comfort  of  the  disaMtd  oSiten,  ateatm  and  mm- 
rinet,  and  for  such  as,  though  not  disabled,  may 
merit  by  tbeir  branny,  or  toi^  cad  JmtkfiU.  tit- 
tried,  tbe  gratitude  of  their  country."  Thus  ia  ibe 
pure  days  of  tbe  Oovernmeni  tbe  corner-sloDC  of 
the  pension  system  was  laid,  a  fund  was  establisbed 
to  accomplish  the  benevolent  object,  and  die  great 
principle  was  declared  which  should  regulate  its 
disposial. 

At  that  time  ihecountrr  was  new  and  thinly  set- 
tled; it  presented  to  industry  ihe  most  flattering  re- 
wards, and  it  was  difficult  to  draw  oar  people  from. 
ihc  walks  of  domestic  life.  Patriotism  is  a  strong 
fcfling,  but  cannot  be  ?elied  oo  except  ander  tbe 
pressure  (f  circumstances;  love  of  glory  will  stimn- 
lale  the  most  intellectual,  but  it  hu  little  infloeneg 
over  the  great  mass  of  mankind.  It  was,  there; 
fore,  wise  in  the  Co.-'grecs  of  1800,  to  hold  ontslroec 
inducements  to  the  ambitious  and  enlerprisingi  th*T 
who  serve  the  nation  faithfu'ly,  should  be  treated 
with  distinction,  and  granted  every  comfort,  con- 
sistent with  our  means  and  their  own  effieieoey. 
Aim!  yel,  sir,  we  may  err  on  this  side;  Ibe  popautr 
mind  is  apt  to  be  dazzled  by  military  display — if  a 
man  goes  into  an  Indian  fi^ht  he  is  thought  wonby 
of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  and  if  he  runsawM  and  robs 
a  fellow-soldier  of  his  laurels,  be  is  fit  for  ibe 
Presidency — so  Ihat  there  is  no  need  of  legislation 
to  exalt  the  profession  of  arms.  But  this  law  was 
equally  free  from  niggardliness  and  fialse  senti- 
ment; it  conferred  no  lioeeuies,  whilst  it  enoon- 
raged  the  navy  to  the  gallant  prrformance  of  iis 
duty.  If  an  "fffiMr,  mmtm,  tr  aiarlne,"  ba  "db** 
Ued  in  tbe  line  of  his  duty,"  a  pension  i«  awwdcA 
to  hitt;  injary  received  in  the  service  is  tfae-'iUe  M 
poblic  bounty,  and  if  misfortnne  comes  to  tiM  bra«« 
and  zealous,  it  is  in  some  degreealleviated  by  iba 
country'ij  gratitude.  The  whole  nation  astorovai 
of  this  roliey.  To  turn  adrift  on  the  world  iboca 
who  have  becoine  unfit  for  other  employawnt  by 
their  devotion  to  ua,  would  be  inexpodaent  a*  wait 
as  dishonorable;  and,  wiiboui  r«gard  to  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  Qovemneni,  CongroH  pce- 
vided  means  to  cheer  and  sustain  tbe  nnfocumia 
men  who  might  suffer  in  defsnee  of  ow  flagk  Iba 
United  States  gave  up  all  clai^a  to  prizes  vhieb 
sboull  be  made  by  vessels  of  war;  half  of  tbe  rmt- 
ney  accruing  from  this  source  belonged  to  tbe  oa^ 
tors,  and  the  other  half  was  to  "be  and  riwsin 
fortttr  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  ptnnean,"  fbt 
"the  making  further  provision  for  ibe  comfort  of 
disabled  officers,"  &e.  or  "soch  ai,  thoogb  laot  di** 
abled,  may  merit  by  their  bravery,"  Sva.  Hon  will 
observe,  sir,  that  pensions  were  not  promised  le 
every  body  who  came  within  sight  of  tbe  oeenn, 
or  who  might  possess  a  commission  from  dm  ttf 
sident,  and  that  our  faith  was  pledged  to  keep  the 
prize  money  a  sacred  deposite  for  the  use  of  tboM 
who  were  so  particularly  described.  Such  waa  tbe 
spirit  of  the  act  of  1800;  an  act  that  paMed  befiiie 
selfiihness  and  injustice  predominated  id  oni  cooi^ 
cils.  Let  us  now  examine  tbe  laws  wbieb  have 
been  subsequently  pasaed.  In  1813,  peoatonsler 
five  years,  payable  oqt  of  this  fund,  were  granlad 
to  "Ibe  widows,  and,  if  ae  widows,  to  ibc  liuMi— 
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mder  aizleen  years  old,  of  officers  who  shtU  be 
killed,  or  die  by  reuon  of  wounds  received  in  ihe 
line  of  dnty."  This  was  flie  first  d.-partare  from 
lhe«ctof  1800;  and,  admittiog  the  propriety  of 
giTing  the  public  money  to  widows  and  children, 
whether  the  officer  possessed  extraordinary  merit  or 
not,  nni  withont  proof  that  the  assisunce  of  Go- 
Temmeat  was  needed,  there  can  be  no  doabt  that 
the  promise  of  Congress  was  riolaied  by  thus 
nsing  the  navy  pension  fand.  In  1814,  the  provi- 
aions  of  this  last  act  were  extended  to  the  "widows 
and  children  of  seamen  and  msrines" — in  1816, 
pensions  were  granted  to  those  who  were  wounded 
at  Dartmoor  prison,"  or  "ihe' widows  and  children 
of  raeh  as  were  killed  ttiere."    Afterwards,  at  dif- 

.  feient  periods,  the  acts  of  1813  and  1814  were  re- 
newed, and  in  1834  a  law  was  passed  granting 
pensions  lo  the  "widows  of  officers,  seamen,  and 
aiaiines"  who  may  die  from  "easnalties,  disease 
contracted,  or  injories  received  in  the  fins  of  daty," 
and  directing  that  the  pension  "shall  com- 
mence from  the  pissage  of  the  act"  though  the 
liatband  may  still  be  living,  and  receiving 
Us  regnlar  pay.  Thus*inroads  wery  gradually 
made  on  the  fhnd,  and  its  original  object  was  for^ 
gotten;  yet  the  interest  was  more  than  sufficient  to  meet 
these  denutnds,  and  the  principal  amounted  to  op- 
wards  of  a  million  of  dollars  at  the  close  of  the 
year.  1836. 

The  law  of  1837,  which  my  amendment  repeals, 
was  then  passed,-  and  a  new  doctrine  was  slipped 
into  the  siatute-boolt;  it  gave  pjensions  to  the  wi- 
dows, and,  if  no  widows,  to  the  children  of  officers, 
aeapien,  and  marines,  "whe  have  died  or  may  here- 
afker  die  in  the  naval  service."  However  unjust 
and  impolitic  previoos  acts  had  been,  they  were  not 
cotnplaiaed  of,  because  the  benefit  accrued  to  the  re- 
latives of  snch  as  "ven  killed,  or  ditd  bg  reason  «/° 
wmmA  reeeivtd  in  Iht  line  t/dutg" — bat  now  if  asailor 
riienld  die  from  an  ordinary  disease,  or  the  consti- 
tution of  an  officer  be  broken  down  by  dissipation, 
their  widows  and  children  are  entitled  to  tht  same 
pensitms  as  those  of  the  men  who  fall  in  battle. 
Hundreds,  therefore,  rushed  upon  the  pension  fond, 
and  we  neied  not  be  surprised  that  it  has  been  nearly 
oonsnmed;  in  1836  the  annual  charge  was  |58,009, 

'  in  1838  it  reached  to  |103,130  33,  and  in  six 
monthiy— from  March  to  September,  1837 — the  re- 
trospective operation  of  the  law  took  |329,615  from 
the  Treasory. 
It  is  true  that  something  has  been  lost  by  the  de- 

greciation  of  State  stocks;  but  in  what  should  the 
ivestment  have  been  made?  We  have  heard  a 
great  noise  about  the  attack  on  State  credit,  and 
now  the  Administration  ia  assailed  because  it 
dx)wed  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  the  States. 
Bat  this  is  a  small  matter,  the  act  of  1837  has  done 
the  mischief,  and  the  question  is,  shall  it  be  re- 
pealed, Or  shall  it  be  permitted  to  eat  np  the  re- 
mainder of  the  fund,  and  finally  be  settled  on 
the  general  Treasuryl  I  understand  that  the 
American  army  is  more  liberally  paid  than  that 
of  Elngland,  excepting  officers  of  the  highest  grade. 
If,  however,  it  can  be  shown  that  officers  or  men 
receive  less  than  the  corresponding  classes  of  civil 
life,  their  compensation  should  be  increased.  The 
eagerness  ef  young  mei>ato  enter  the  service  is 
strong  proof  that  the  couatry  has  been  generous  to 
its  d^enderr,  at  an  age,  when  other  lads  are  a  bar- 
den  to  their ^milies,  the  midshipman  receives  pay, 
adeqoate  to  bis  wanL»,  is  educated  at  the  public 
expense,  visits  the  most  inreresting  portions  of  the 
globe,  and  the  button  that  be  wears  confers  other 
advantages  of  no  ordinary  kind.  Promotion  is 
slow  in  time  of  peace;  bat,^he  will  observe  the 
many  who  have  failed  in  (OTearned  professions, 
or  have  been  wrecked  by  the  whirlwinds  of  com- 
merce, the  naval  officer  ^ai  reason  to  be  content 
With  tiie  sang  birth,  of  ^^ich  he  cannot  b^  de- 
prived. Sir,  I  am  a  friend  to  the  navy;  honora- 
ble gentlemen  shall  not  monopolize  its  guardianr 
ship,  and  assume  that  tbe  repeal  of  this  law  would 
be  hostile  to  its  interests.  This  great  establi^h- 
meat  ahotdd]  eccapy  a  hijh  jKxition — it  is  destined 
to  be  the  right  arm  of  our  safety — and  I  repeat  that 
amfria  pay  should  be  given,  the  highest  reward 
eonfened  on  skill  and  bravery,  and  substantial 
kindness  to  stiffering  and  misfortune.  But  a  high 
jakded  man  scorns  to  be  an  alms-taking  pensioner, 
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wbes  nothing;  has  been  achieved  for  the  nation, 
and  no  injury  has  been  snslainedia  its  service. 
This  act  of  '37  makes  no  distinction  between  merit 
and  wortblessness — the  brave  man's  widow  re- 
ceives no  more  than  tbe  coward's  relatives — and 
the  drone  or  the  drunkard  is  allowed  to  leave  a 
charge  on  thit  country  which  he  has  disgraced.  A 
friend  informs  me  of  a  common  trick  that  is  played 
at  the  ea;tward;'an  old  sailor,  that  is  worn  out  in 
the  mrrchant  service,  and  feels  that  he  cannot  last 
for  a  loni;  time,  enlists  on  board  of  a  national 
ship,  and  in  a  few  months  his  widow  and  children 
receive  a  pension  from  the  QovernmenL  Such  a 
system  will  bring  the  navy  into  contempt,  and  the 
p3op1e  will  distrnst  its  patriotism;  but  if  the  pablic 
bounty  be  judiciously  administered,  not  a  murmur 
will  be  heard,  and  the  nation  will  bear  with  plea- 
sure the  burden  on  its  gratitude. 

The  member  from  Masiachnsettsr  [Sir.  Adams] 
thinks  tiiat  the  act  of  '37  made  a  eoniraei,  which 
we  ate  bound  to  falfil.  An  obligation,  sir,  implies 
that  something  is  given  or  done  on  both  sides,  and 
as  the  gentleman  sometimes  quotes  Blackstone,  it 
is  odd  that  he  overlooked  the  great  lawyer  on  tbe 
present  occasion.  The  law  of  1800  was  nndonbt- 
edly  a  contract,  because  it  was  passed  at  an  eaily 
period,  and  may  have  induced  many  to  hazard 
thair  lives  in  the  service;  it  also  embraced  the  con- 
dition of  "woands,"  "disability,"  and  extraordinary 
gallantry,  which  mnst  be  complied  with  before  its 
advantages  could  be  partaken.  But  tbe  country  is 
not  indebted  to  these  who  receive  pensions  under 
the  aot  of  1837;  tbe  hnsbaod  or  fatiier  enlisted  vo- 
luntarily, was  paid  well,  treated  kindly,  and  there 
is  not  the  slightest  evidence  of  great  suffering  or 
uncommon  exertions.  Does  the  gentleman  con- 
tend that  pensioners  have  a  vested  interest  in  our 
liberality?  This  doctrine  would  be  scouted  in 
Gtvat  Britain,  the  land  of  pensions  and  sinecure;; 
if  I  do  not  err,  a  pension  was  withdrawn  from  the 
poet  Coleridge,  and  though  snch  an  instance  may 
be  regretted;  it  strengthens  my  position. 

Tbe  other  two  members  from  Massachusetts 
[Messrs.  Rkcd  and  Siltonstali.)  have  almost  shed 
tears,  when  speaking  of  the  disappointment  which 
this  bill  woBid  bring  to  the  widow  aitd  the  orphan; 
I  admire  the  generosity  of  these  honorable  gentle- 
men, and  would  imitate  their  example  on  a  proper 
occasion,  but  I  cannot  indulge  private  feeling  at  the 
expense  of  a  great  principle.  Mjr  objection,  how- 
ever, 10  tbe  law  of  '37,  does  not  arise  from  its  own 
intrinsic  consequence,  for  tiie  Oovemment  oonld 
easily  pay  this  draft  on  its  Treasury;  a  disposi- 
tion is  gaining  gronnd  among  certain  dassssof 
tbe  people  to  live  oat  of  the  public  granary,  and  it 
must  be  checked  or  private  morals  and  jast  legisla- 
tion will  be  entirely  subverted.  This  feeling  has 
existed  in  all  countries,  and  makiaK  alliance  with 
tyrants  or  mobs,  according  to  drcumsiances,  it  has 
had  a  powerful  influence  over  the  internal  affairs 
of  nations.  Here,  it  is  in  close  intimacy  with  the 
disinterested  wish  of  a  few  stockjobbers  to  control 
the  currency,  and  the  still  more  honest  desire  of  ta» 
ing  one  man's  indnstry  for  the  benefit  of  another; 
and  yet,  sir,  all  these  things  are  a-lvocaicMl  for  great 
national  purposes.  The  tyrant  has  a  plea  for  his 
atrocities,  and  legislative  corruption  will  alwi^ 
be  provided  with  a  decent  pretence;  the  meanest 
creature  that  walks  the  street  endeavors  to  conceal 
bar  degradation  with  gaudy  clothing,  and  it  is  easy 
to  dignify  an  abstraction  of  the  public  money  with 
lbs  name  of  charity  or  national  benevolence. 

Before  I  conclude,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  notice 
an  expression  whii^  fell  from  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Massachusttts.  Yesterday,  when  speak- 
ing on  this  subject,  he  used  the  word  "dishonora- 
ble." I  do  not  suppose  that  this  term  was  applied 
to  me,  but  a  friend  intimates  that  he  understood 
Uie  gentleman  to  refer  to  tbe  course  which  I  have 
pursues. 

[Here>^.  Adams,  wjth  great  animation,  denied 
that  such  ?>efcrencs  was  made,  and  hoped  that 
Mr.  S.  would  treat  ear-wigs  as  they  deserved.] 

Sir,  the  honorable  member  need  not  have  been 
so  hasty.  I  bad  no  intention  of  retorting.  My 
hnmble  character  can  be  left  with  safety  to  those 
who  know  me  on  this  floor,  and,  to  the  country, 
which  will  ultimately  do  jastiee  to  all  her  servants. 
I  bare  often  listened  to  the  honorable  moi^r  with 


the  deepest  indignation— h«  has  freqnently  in- 
dulged in  severe  animadversions  on  tbe  people 
whom  I  partly  represent,  and  the  institutions  under 
which  1  was  bom — ^yet,  sir,  1  have  abstain- 
ed from  nsing  the  poisoned  arrows  which  he 
delights  to  throw.  Were  I  able  to  contend  with, 
a  gentleman  of  such  wit  and  knowledge,  respect  for 
age  and  services  forbids  tbe  treatment  that  his  be* 
havior  merits:.  When  I  compare  what  Uie  hono- 
rable gentleman  is  to  what  he  mi(^t  be,  it  is  a 
source  of  mortification.  Inheriting  the  blood  of  a 
genuine  patriot,  having  passed  through  all  tbe 
offices  of  trust  known  to  tbe  Constitution,  and  pos- 
sessing a  vigoroas  intellect,  be  might  become  the 
father  and  the  idol  of  this  House.  When  younger 
qen,  in  tbe  at  dor  of  debate,  lay  aside  tbe  eomte- 
sies  of  genUemen,  and  rush  Into  the  confl'ct  as  if 
we  were  engaged  in  a  personal  warfare,  the  mem- 
ber from  MassachQsetts  might  curb  the  wild  spirit 
of  faction,  and  save  ns  from  many  rcenes  of  dis- 
grace. Sir,  he  might  do  more>  Tbe  different 
Stales  of  this  great  Confederacy  sometimes  think 
that  they  are  unjustly  dealt  with  by  their  sisteie— 
the  North  taunts  the  South  with  slavery,  the 
South  writhes  under  burdens  imposed  fcr  local  pur- 
poses, tbe  East  accuses  the  West  of  taking  the 
lion'ii  share  of  the  national  property;  the  West 
calls  the  "Old  Thirteen"  a  cruel  stepmotiier,  and 
so  great  is  the  strife  that  the  most  sanguine  occa- 
sionally despair  of  the  Republic  Kind  words, 
conciliatory  feeling,  and  just  legislation,  would 
throw  oil  on  the  troubled  waves  of  discord,  and 
who  could  be  so  fit  a  mediator  as  one  that,  having 
reached  the  highest  round  of  human  ambition, 
would  now  delight  to  promote  tbe  happiness  of  bis 
country;  and,  constituting  the  link  between  Wash- 
ington and  tbe  present  generation,  oonld  bring  to 
us  the  warning  words  and  patriotic  exhortations 
that  fell  from  bis  almost  inspired  lips?  Did  the 
member  pursue  such  a  course,  his  earlier  honors 
would  fade  away  before  a  newer  and  brightw 
glory;  and,  what  is  still  dearer  to  a  pure  heart,  he 
would  enjoy  the  gtatefat  affiection  of  millions  of 
freemen. 

But,  sir,  I  have  no  right  to  lecture  the  honorable 
genUemao,  and  I  ask  pardon  of  ihe  House  forgir« 
ing  vent  to  my  feelings.  '' 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  CLAY, 
Or  Alabama, 
In  Schatb,  Monbat,  jARUAar  15, 1840. 
Ta<s  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favbr  of  settlers  on  Oie  pub- 
lic lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same, 
and  raise  a  Ic^  cabin  thereon,  being  the  special 
order  of  the  day,  was  taken  up,  the  questioii  being  on 
the  proposition  of  Mr.  CarrraMDBir  to  reoem- 
mit^  the  bill,  with  instmolions  to  report  a  bill  to  dis- 
tribute the  proceeds  of  the  sales  or  tbe  public  lands 
among  tbe  States,  which  Mr.  Cslhoitn  offered  to 
amend,  by  subsiitutmg  a  bill  to  cede  the  pnblie 
lands  to  the  States  in  which  tiiey  lie,  upon  certain 
conditioub. 
Mr.  CLAY  addressed  the  Senate  as  foUewss 
Mr.  FaasiDaNT:  It  is  wiUi  unfeigned  reluctance 
that  I  again  throw  myself  on  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate,  to  participate  farther  in  this  dlseussioa. 
Had  the  debate  been  confined  to  the  bill,  as  origi- 
nally introduced,  or  as  it  has  been  amended,  I 
should  have  been  content  with  the  few  brief  re- 
marks submitted  by  me  in  its  commencement. 
But,  sir,  it  has  been  made  to  assume  a  far  broader 
latitude,  by  tbe  motion  for  recommitinent  made  by 
the  Senator  from  Kentuclqr,  and  the  amendatory 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Sinith  Carolina.  It  now 
involves,  not  merely  the  question,  whedier  we  shall 
grant  the  right  of  pre-emption,  to  tbe  limited  ex- 
tent of  160  acres  of  land,  to  tite  aotnal  settler  and 
cultivator  of  the  toil,  but  whether  we  shall  distri- 
bute among  the  several  Slates  Uie  entire  revenue 
arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  amoant- 
iog,  as  I  shall  hereafter  show,  to  a  probable  average 
of  some  |5,e00,000  annus  Uy,  and  lay  taxes,  or 
borrow  money,  to  make  up  the  deficiency,  widi  all 
tbe  incidental  questions  of  power  and  policy;  or 
whether  we  shall  sell  to  the  Stales  that  portion  of 
the  pjkblio  domain  lying  within  their  limits,  for  an 
adequate  conaidetation,  arid  on  safe  oonditions,  aa^ 
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thereby  settle  definitirely  the  mnltifarions  and  per- 
plexing qaestions  of  controTersy  eoDcernirg  them 
which  present  ihemseWes,  and  occapy  oar  time  and 
attention,  at  each  raceessiTe  session  of  CoDgrrss. 

I  am  aware  that  the  diseossion  now  belongs, 
more  especially,  to  the  two  propositions  of  the  Sena- 
tors from  Kentucky  and  from  Sooth  Carolina; 
they  have,  however,  intimate  connection  with  the 
orif  inal  bill;  and  before  I  proceed  farther,  I  mast 
submit  a  few  remCrbs  in  reply  to  some  bf  the  ol> 
jeeiions  whidi  have  been  urged  by  its  opponents. 

The  quarter  from  which  this  opposition  comes, 
Mr.  President,  may  well  excite  the  sarprise  of 
some,  and  is  not  entirely  unworthy  of  notice.  It  is 
from  the  opponents  of  this  Administraii  )n,  and  the 
friends  of  that  which  is  shortly  to  take  ii«  place. 
Althourh  in  my  opening  remarks,  it  will  be  recoj. 
lected,  I  extended  to  thosf?  gentlemen  the  courtesy 
of  supposini;  they  intended  to  carry  oat  their  late 
professions  in  practice,  I  mast  confess  my  faith  in 
the  sincerity  of  those  piofewons,  as  well  as  in 
many  others  made  by  ihem  in  the  late  canvass, 
was  not  Tery  strong.  I  had  too  off^n  witnessed 
hare,  and  in  the  other  Hou^e,  while  a  member, 
their  very  decided  and  inflexible  opposition  to  this 
and  all  kindred  mea^res,  tonseno  stronger  ex- 
pressions, to  jnsttfy  me  in  feeling  much  sarprise  at 
the  coarse  they  have  iboogbt  proper  to  porsa*  on 
this  occasion. 

Bat,  sir,  what  mn$t  be  the  astonishment  «nd  dL> 
•ppoinlBent  of  the  nnmeroas,  meriiorions,  plain, 
mad  uBsophistieaied  class  of  citizins,  whose  inte- 
rests are  sooght  to  be  protected  and  advanced  by 
this  measare,  when  thsy  see  the  very  mm  who 
were,  but  the  other  day,  loudest  in  their  professions 
of  ardent  aiiacbment,  and  devotion  to  their  welfare 
and  interests,  now  its  most  nncompromising  oppo- 
nents, and  seeking  to  defeat  it  wholly,  or  to  so  clog 
and  embarrass  it  with  amendmeats  a"  entirely  to 
destroy  lis  csefalnes&l  I  know  an  attempt  some* 
what  ingenious  has  been  made  by  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  [Mr.  Crittcnocn]  to  ex- 
plain away  this  apparent  contradiction  between /ire- 
$mttui*  and  farmer  prefetsions;  bat,  sir,  it  will  not 
do.  Their  professions  and  emblems  mart,  and  will, 
be  construed  according  to  ordinary  rules  of  com* 
nton  sense.  Did  not  ibe  Opprsition,  with  one 
voiee,  charge  the  present  Administration  and  its 
friends  with  hostility  to  all  the  grvat  interests  ef  the 
eoontryt  With  having  destroyed  the  eurr-ncy, 
and  prodneed  the  existing  scarcity  of  money?  Wi'h 
having  reduced  the  price  of  property  and  produce, 
and  the  laboreis'  hire)  With  having  warred  against 
the  interests  of  the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  and  the 
workiagman,  as  well  a.s  those  of  the  merchants 
aad  manufaciuiers?  We  all  knnw  ihey  did— and 
amongst  the  emblems  of  their  feelings,  their  princi- 
ples and  their  policy,  were  log  cabins  and  their  ap- 
pendages. 

Soeh  was  their  devotion  to  log  cabins,  Ur.  Pre- 
sident, that  they  were  not  content  with  bui'ding 
them  in  almost  every  city,  village,  and  hamlet  of 
the  oonntry,  where  they  had  before  been  nnfenowa 
and  nnnsed,  but  they  imparted  to  tliem  an  enfire 
new  quality— '.htt  of  locomotion.  An  electioneer- 
ing pageant  or  proce8<^on  could  not  be  gotten  np, 
Bor  regarded  escompleie,  unless  a  log  cabin  r>rmed 
a  part.  Heace  we  saw  them  placed  on  wheels 
aad  drawn  by  triple  teams  throogh  the  streets  of 
«nr  cities,  followed  by  ibouEands  and  tens  of  thou- 
■and*  of  shouting,  enthusiastic,  asd  devoted  frisnds 
— acoordiagto  the  Whig  chronicles  of  the  times. 
And,  sir,  on  these  occasions,  »ge  forgot  its  decripi- 
tade,  and  threw  aside  its  accustomed  gravity  and 
reserve;  and  we  might  have  seen  grave  and  re- 
verend Senators  falling  into  those  professions  of  the 
last  summer  and  autumn,  and  marching  ihroagh 
suffoeatingdoads  of  dasi,  and  panting  and  sweat- 
ing ander  the  burning  heal  of  an  almost  veriical 
BUB,  responding  to  the  sentiment,  and  keeping 
time  with  the  melody,  of  sDch  delectable  ditiies 
as  "Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  tco,"  "Jim  along 
Josey,*'  and  the  like.  Was  all  this  apparent 
enthusiasm  devoied  to  the  insensate  wood,  of  which 
those  log  cabins  were  constructed)  Or,  was  it 
not  designed,  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  Oen. 
HarriKA  had  formerly  voted  for  both  pre-emp- 
tion and  gradaation,  (which  was  urged  thioughout 
^  new  States,)  to  make  the  impression  on  the 


humble  inhabitants  of  log  cabins,  every  where, 
that  the  candidate  of  -the  Opposition  and  his  sup- 
porters, were  their  peculiar  friends?  To  say 
otherwise,  would  seem  to  me  to  be  b^lvfaced 
mockery— nayi  sir,  the  violent  oppositioii  which 
Uiis  bill  has  encoantered,  and  that  which  it  ii  now 
but  too  obvious  the  graduation  bill  and  all  kindred 
measures  are  destined  to  encounter  from  those 
same  gentlemen,  proves  incontestably  that  all  those 
exhibiiions  of  kind  feeling  and  generous  sympathy 
were  bnt  a  cruel  mockery  ! 

Sir,  as  1  remarked  on  a  former  occasion,  this  bill 
is  free  from  the  objection  of  partiality  which  has  al- 
ways been  urged  against  those  heretofore  passeil;  it  is 
no  longer  confined  to  the  citizens  of  the  new  States, 
nor  to  those  already  on  the  land.  The  pre-emp- 
tion bill,  now  before  us,  opens  the  door  to  every 
individual  of  the  old  as  well  as  the  new  Stales,  and 
enables  him  to  obtain  a  freehold  and  a  home.  To 
former  pr*-emption  bills  our  opponents  raised  the 
objection  of  partiality;  to  this  they  raise  the  objec- 
tion of  its  too  great  universality:  it  is  now  too  broad, 
an'd  admits  (oo  many  to  the  enjoyment  of  its  privi 
leges. 

Do  yon  believe,  Mr.  President,  it  would  be  pos. 
sible  folo  frame  a  bill  as  to  obviate  ihfi  diiScalti*s 
of  such  objeciorsi  No,  sir,  as  fast  as  we  remove 
one  ground  of  objection,  another  is  taken.  They 
complained  that  former  bills  were  too  narroa;  we 
ex'ended  the  provisions  of  thir;  and  now,  forsooth, 
itis  (oiiioi<fe/  Sir,  were  I  10  indulge  a  conjectnre, 
I  shonid  say  that  no  bill,  narrow  or  wide,  woatd 
snit  the  palates  of  these  fastidious  gentlemen,  so 
long  as  it  contained  the  pre-emptive  feature,  ex- 
tending the  protecting  shield  over  the  hnmble  colti- 
vator  of  the  soil  sgainsi  the  power  of  the  hrartless 
speculator,  and  parcelling  out  the  poblic  domain, 
in  small  tracts,  to  those  who  will  improve  and  ren- 
der it  prodactivr,  instead  of  selling  it  in  large  bo- 
dies to  the  lich  monopolist,  who  will  suffer  it  to  lie 
waste  and  unprofitable  till  the  necessities  of  the  cul- 
tivator compel  him  to  give  the  desired  profit. 

Mr'  President,  the  Senator  from  Kentuckr  far- 
thest from  me  [Mr.  Clat]  on  thi>  occasion,  as 
heretofore,  heads  and  leads  on  the  opposing  host. 
However  versatile  he  may  have  proved  himself  on 
other  great  qaestion<<,  of  which  some  prominent 
instances  might  be  given,  be  still  remains,  as  he 
has  always  heretofore  been,  the  immovable  and  in- 
flexible opponent  of  this  and  all  other  measures  of 
liberality  to  the  people  of  the  new  States.  That 
Senator  has  thought  proper  to  refer  to  the  incidents 
of  last  year,  to  which  I  have  just  alluded;  and 
while,  in  one  hreaih,  he  thinks  proper  to  call  as, 
who  have  nniformly  supported  former  pre-emption 
and  graduation  bills,  "new  converts"  to  log  cabin 
principle);  in  the  next,  he  ttunts  us  wi'h 
baviDg  failed,  by  our  friendship,  to  conciliate 
and  secure  the  votes  of  more  than  finir  out 
of  the  nini  new  States.  He  called  those  mea- 
sares  "land  traps  to  catch  vote<,"  a-d  ex- 
ulted that  they  had  failed  to  accomplish  the  de- 
sired object.  Sir,  if  they  did  fail,  in  the  sense  inti- 
mated by  the  Senator,  they  may  have  had  some 
inflaence  in  the  Wtslera  States,  as  Abolition  had 
in  other  qaarters  in  decidirg,  at  Harrisburg,  last 
winter,  who  should  be  the  standard  bearer  of  the 
Federal  pir'y.  And,  ?ir,  this  same  Federal  party 
were  rrady  enough,  and  did  avail  themselves  of 
Oeneral  Harrison's  snpposed  popularity,  by  repre- 
senting him  as  "an  older  and  belter  so'dier"  in  the 
cause  of  the  pioneers  of  the  West  than  the  present 
incumbent.  Let  not  that  honorable  Senator  sup- 
pose for  a  moment — let  him  not  "lay  the  flatienng 
unction  to  his  soul" — that  he  will  ever  live  to  see 
the  day  when  the  honest,  intelligent,  and  hish- 
souled  people  of  the  West,  will  forget  the  wrongs 
they  have  suffered,  in  connection  with  this  subject, 
and  reward  tho<e  with  their  confidence  by  whom 
they  have  been  inflicted.  No,  sir:  if  the  chivalrous 
sons  of  that  region  are  to  be  conciliated,  it  must 
be  by  honorable  atonement;  not  by  continued  and 
persevering  hostility. 

Mr.  President,  I  cannot  pass  by,  altogether  un- 
noticed, another  topic,  introduced  by  the  Senator 
firom  Kentucky,  [Mr-  Clav,]  though,  to  my  mind, 
without  any  very  natural  af&nity  to  the  subject  un- 
der consideralion.  After  denouncing  the  original 
bill  as  "a  fearful  extension  of  the  pre-enptioa  sys- 


tem"— as  "an  untried  and  most  hazardous  expeii* 
ment,"  be  appealed  to  the  Administration  Sena- 
tors not  to  introduce  and  pass  new  and  Important 
measures,  "just  as  a  dismissed  ministry  were  going 
out."  How  magnanimous!  and  how  meekly  he 
wears  his  blashin:;  honors!  But  the  Senator  must 
have  forgotten,  at  the  moment,  that  Congress  passes 
lawc,  and  not  any  ministry,  which  may  be  going 
out  or  doming  in.  He  must  have  forgotten,  too, 
that  his  illastrious  'military  chieftain"  holds  the 
doctrine  that  the  Executive  is  not  a  branch  of  the 
law- making  power;  and  that  he  has  said,  in  effect; 
that  he  would  veto  no  law  which  might  be  passed 
by  a  majority  of  Congress,  and  be  desired  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people. 

Sir,  the  Sena'or  from  KenUieby  [Mr.  Clat]  has 
followed  Ibis  up,  by  furnishing  another  disclosure 
of  the  difference  in  the  conduct  of  aspirants,  before 
and  after  elections— another  discrepancy  between 
promises  and  performance.  We  all  recolleet  the 
denunciations  against  the  present  Administration 
for  its  alleged  "proscriplians  for  opinion's  sake." 
The  Opposition  assumed,  as  one  of  its  various  par- 
ty cognomens,  that  of  tl^  "ami  proscription  party" 
— no  man  was  to  be  removed  from  oflSce  for  a 
mere  difference  of  political  o|iinion.  Yet,  sir,whai 
does  the  S«nator— who  speaks  ai  one  having  au- 
thority— what  does  the  Senator  now  tell  us  on  this 
subjec?  In  allusion  lo  the  appointments  which 
have  been,  or  may  be  made  by  the  presfut  Chief 
Magi.-trate,  he  very  clcJily  intimates,  they  are  not 
to  be  much  ia  the  way  of  his  successor.  He  tells 
ns  significxntly  and  emphaiically,  that  "Oeneral 
Harriion  means  to  be  Pntiienl  on  the  4th  of  March 
aext."  He  says  "Qeneral  Harrison,  when  he  comes, 
will  look  at  those  whom  he  finds  in  office;  and,  if 
he  finds  that  they  are  hnn£f  t  and  capable  and  faith- 
ful, that  they  have  not  been  noi".y  aed  forward  po- 
liticians, nor  brought  their  official  influence  in  con- 
flict with  the  freedom  of  elections,  if  any  such 
there  be" — (at  the  same  time  making  an  emphatic 
pause  and  shaking  his  head  most  incredulously, 
and  satisfying  all  who  heard  and  saw  htm  that  he 
meant  to  be  understood  that  be  believed  diere 
would  be  none  such)  "he  hopes  he  will  let 
them  itand  C'bongh  he  feared  there  would  be 
but  few)  as  monuments  of  the  liberality  of  a 
Whig  Administration,  acting  on  patriotic  princi- 
ples." Such,  the  Senator  tells  us,  are  the  chances  6t 
Democrats,  who  may  be  found  in  office,  to  remain 
as  monuments  of  Whig  magnanimity  and  forbear- 
ance! The  Senator  evidently  means.lo  be  under- 
stood ihat  there  will  be  none  sacb;  and  I  submit  the 
question,  whether  a  single  one — whatever  may 
have  been  his  capacity,  bis  purity,  his  fidelity,  or 
his  discretion — will  be  able  to  pass  the  ordeal  which 
awaits  him,  or  run  the  gauntlet  unscathed,  among  it 
the  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  hungry  ex- 
pectants and  greedy  office  seekers,  who  are  said  to 
have  already  visited  North  Bend  in  pursuit  of  tha 
spoils;  and  who  will  shortly  infest  every  avenue 
leading  to  the  Presidential  mansion  in  greatly  aug- 
mented numbers?  Why,  sir,  before  I  left  my  resi- 
dence, I  heard  the  names  of  some  twelve  indivi- 
duals mentioned, as  aspirants  to  the  office  of  post- 
master of  a  town  contiining  a  population  of  only 
some  3,000  ^onls — yet,  I  never  heard  the  first  im- 
putation Bgairsi  thj  capaciiy,  integrity,  or  fidelity 
of  the  incumbent.  And  so  it  is,  sir,  throughout  the 
country:  there  is  scarcely  an  office  of  ihe  most 
humble  grade,  held  by  a  Democrat,  fdt  which  there 
are  not  many  applicants  to  be  found  in  the  ranks  of 
this  offi(^e-hating,  anti-spoils  party.  I  have  seen  it 
statrd  thai  but  a  few  days  ago,  the  Legislature  of  a 
neighboring  State,  i^^ich  the  Whigs  have  recent- 
ly tibtainrd  Ibe  asce^Bicy,  turned  out  indiscrimi- 
nately every  DsmocrSl,  even  down  to  the  men  who 
swept  the  floors  of  the  Capitol.  Such,  sir,  are  the 
evidences  of  Whig  sincerity,  and  such  will  be  the 
monuments  of  Whig  magnanimity ! 

Another  topic  (said  Mt.  C.)  hat  b*en  brought 
into  this  disc<is<!ion,  and  dwelt  upon  at  some  length 
by  several  Senators,  who  are  opposed  to  the  bill, 
which  has  no  sort  of  connection  with  the  subject. 
I  allude,  sir,  to  that-of  the  natnralizaiion  of  fo- 
reigners; and  whether  a  State  is  competent  to  ex- 
tend  the  right  of  suffrage  to  a  foreigner,  not  natu- 
ralized. As  it  is  a  question  not  involved  in  the  bills 
nor  in  any  other  proposition  under  consideralion,  I 
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shall  neither  attempt  to  du^eoss  nor  pass  apon  it  on 
this  occasion.  It  is  tiop,  tit,  that  a  motion  w«s 
made,  so  to  amrad  (be  bill,  as  to  exclude  roreignet< 
from  ihe  benefits  it  is  intended  to  confer;  and  that 
amendment,  with  my  coBcuirenee,  was  voted  dovu. 
as  was  a  similar  one,  when  the  pre-empiiou  bill, 
passed  in  1338,  was  before  ns.  It  was  an  attempt 
to  introdnce  an  entirely  new  feature  into  odi  »ysiem. 
Prom  its  foundation  to  iho  present  day,  the  law  of 
:his  Oovemment  has  indiscriminately  autboiizMt 
■ales  of  the  pnblic  domain  to  foreigners,  as  well  a* 
ntizens.  It  is  wholly  a  question  between  such  in 
lividaals  and  the  State  in  which  they  purchase,  as 

0  how  far  they^hall  be  permitted  to  hold  real  enate, 
>r  transmit  it  by  inheritance  to  their  ctuldien.  No 
;entl«man.can  doubt  the  power  ofaSiateto  consti- 
:nte  any  deioription  of  persons  legal  owners  of  auch 
>roperty  ss  they  may  purchase,  and  to  determine  all 
be  incidents  of  such  ownership— it  properly  b:- 
ongs  to  State  authority,  nor  does  it  conflict  at  all 
rith  the  constitutional  power  of  this  G9?erninent 
tver  the  subject  of  natoralizatiOD.  Sir,  there  are 
-eminiscences  connected  with  our  earlier  history, 
rhich  I  cannot  and  would  not  willingly  forget--wben 
be  natives  of  other  climes  generously  came  for- 
rard  and  fought  the  battles  of  oar  independence 
boulder  to  shoulder  with  our  fathers.  The  time 
ras,  when  we  would  not  have  raised  this  qtiestion, 
ind  I  aiQ  nn  willing  to  raise  it  now.  In  othei  tl|nes, 
t  was  our  proud  boast  that  oar  country  oas  the 
efoge  and  the  home  of  the  persecuted  straD^fcr,  and 
h*  asylum  of  the  oppressed  of  all  other  nations; 
nd  it  shall  coniiane  to  be  our  boast,  so  far  as  my 
'ote  is  concerned,  as  long  as  we  have  unoccupied 
pace  in  our  wide  spread-and  happy  land. 

Mr.  C.  said  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
!ut]  had  thought  proper  to  give  them  the  history 
if  the  preemption  policy,  commencing  with  John 
31ev^  Simmes,  and  the  persons  holding  under 
lim,  and  going  through  the  various  acts  which  bad 
cein  passed  to  protect  occupants,  in  Louisiana  and 
Isewhere.  To  this  be  (Mr.  Clat  of  Alabama) 
iresaped  Ihe  Senators  had  turned  their  attention, 
ind  understood  it  thoroughly.  But  the  Senator  had 
barged  that  after.  General  Jaokson  came  ihto 
lowet,  there  was  ev«)|  attendant  on  the  land  sys- 
;m  disorder  and  frandj  and  conduct  of  a  most  im- 
ifoper  character.  Yet,'  wbtre  ^^^s  the  proof  of  it? 
3e  (Mr.  Clat)  denied  that  disorder  or  fraud  had 
Qcreased  under  the  legislation  of  General  Jack- 
on 's  administraiion;  and  he  told  the  Senator  if  he 
rouldlook  back  to  ihe^nemorials  on  Ble,'he  would 
nd  there  had  teen  infinitely  more  riot  And  disor- 
er  befTe  that  period,  than  from  that  to  the  pre- 
ent.  MThy,  on  those  occasions  almo.tt  an  uniVer- 
al  combination  of  eapitali^is  would  take  place,  and 
bey  took  the  land  from  men  of  small  means,  and 
nonopoliztd  the  whole  at  the  Government  price; 
,ad  they  would  hold  the  land  in  an  uncultivated - 
lUd  an  unproductive  state,  until  Ihe  necessities  of 
be  cultivators  compelled  them  to  give  to  the  spe* 
ulators  th:  desired  profit.  On  some  oeca- 
ions  the  sales  were  snspended,  in  conseqaenee  of 
hose  combinations  of  the  speculators;  and  appeals 
reie  made  to  the  auihorities  here,  to  know  whe- 
her^e  sales  sheuld  be  proceeded  with  at  all,  so 
[teat  was  the  annoyance  from  that  cause.  But 
lad  they  heard  recently  of  a  sale  being  broken  up 
ly  riot  or  ciom'biDatioD'!  Far  from  it:  on  the  con- 
rary,  so  far  as  he  knew,  vittj  thing  had  been 
>eace  and  quiet;  and  except  in  a  few  isolated  cases, 
here  was  no  evidence  of  frand.  Where  was  the 
ndacement  to  fraud?  And  if  there  were  iodnce- 
nent,  where,  under  their  pre'emption  law),  could 

1  be  auccessfuHy  carried  out?  Could  it  be  done  by 
ha  individual  who  sits  donn  on  a  small  tract  of 
L60  acres  of  land?  by  the  emigrant  who  went  from 
in  old  to  a  new  Slate,  with  the  wish  to  till  the  land? 
^h  1  it  was  said,  money  was  made  by  the  pre- 
imptive  right,  by  frand  and  perjury.  If  this  were 
io,  ihe  parties  would  be  subject  to  prosecution;  but 
lad  there  been  any  prosecutions?  and  where  was 
the  evidence  that  such  frauds  and  perjuries  had 
sver  taken  place  under  this  law?  In  the  part  of 
the  couBtry  that  he  (Mr.  Clay)  came  from,  be 
knew  of  no  such  instance.  There  every  thing  on* 
der  these  laws  was  peace  atid  quiet. 

But  Kenileman  tuld  them  they  were  introducing 
the  credit  syateiB-    Now,  as  it  reguded  the  fresh 


land  brought  into  the  market  which  was  subject  to 
the  pre-emption  law,  there  was  not  the  color  of.aay 
ground  for  the  impntatioi).  According  to  all  the 
prc'emption  bills  which  had  hitherto  been  passed, 
and  such  would  be  the  law  if  the  present  bill  passed, 
the  sales  couU  not  be  postponed  beyond  the  period 
appointed  by  the  Presioent's  proclamation.  If  no 
pre-emption  law  ever  passed,  the  time^ot  sale 
would  be  the  same.  Coal$l  the  Senator  find,  in  any 
law  heretofore  ptu«ed,  a  provision  which  denied  to 
the  President  tbe  power  to  bring  the  land  into  the 
maiket  at  the  earliest  moment?  No.  Well,  then, 
bow  was  it  with  tbe  land  which  Was  subject  to  pri- 
vate entry?  It  was  allowed  to  them  before  to  enter, 
and  they  were  privileged  to  enjoy  it  during  the  two 
years  of  the  operation  '  of  the  laws,  and  now 
they  were  restricted  to  a  period  of  twelve  months, 
and  if  the  payments  were  not  then  made,  any 
other  individual  was  entitled  to  pay  for  it,  and  the 
occupant  was  ousted  from  it.  Was  that  credit? 
By  no  means:  the  Government  forbears  merely  to 
sell  to  any  other  man,  until  after  the  lapse  of 
twelve  months  from  the  passage  of  the  law,  or  the 
time  of  settlement.  There  is  no  sale  to  the  occu- 
pant until  he  makes  payment;  and,  of  course,  no 
credit. 

But  tbe  Senator  went  still  further,  and  said  that 
great  losses  had  accrued  nnd^r  there  pre-emption 
laws;  and  how  did  he  make  thi«  appear?  He  called 
their  attention  to  the  President's  message  of  De- 
cember, 1837,  and  pointed  to  the  statement  that 
tbe  average  exsess,  as  he  alleged,  aoeording  to  that 
document,  was  six  cents  per  acre,  and  they  were 
told  by  tlie  Senator  that  this  was  made  out  by 
spreading  it  out  over  all  tbe  sales  by  private  entry, 
as  well  as  those  at  auction.  Now  be  (Mr.  Clat  of 
Alabama)  assured  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  Ibal 
he  was  totally  mistaken.  If  the  Senator  would 
look  at  Ihe  document  sent  to  the  Senate  in  the  be- 
ginning of  January,  1838,  which  was  in  progress 
of  preparation  from  Ihe  month  of  September  of  the 
preceding  year,  and  from  which,  doubtless,  the  Pre- 
sident made  his  repreieniation  of  the  land  sale^j  he 
would  see  that  it  did  not  embrace  the  lands  sold 
by  private  entry,  but  was  confined  to  ,  lands 
sold  at  auction,  beginning  in  the  year  1830 
and  coming  up  with  the  cash  system  to  1837, 
just  before  that  document  was  communicated 
to  Congress.  The  average  excess  spreading  over 
all  the  land  sold  at  tmctioo,  and  by  private  entry, 
was  but  9  4-5  cents  per  acre.  He  would,  more- 
over, call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  anoth«r  re- 
port, which  showed  that  all  land  sold  at  aoction  af- 
ter tbe  passage  of  the  pre-emption  law  of  June, 
1838,  up  to  the  last  year,was  but  4  38-100  cents  per 
acre  above  tbe  minimum,  and  the  average  price 
of  the  whole  by  private  entry,  aikd  all,  was  but 
jtl  36  and  a  fraoiion  per  acre.  Independently  of 
all  this,  had  the  Senate  forgot  that.for  two  years  and 
a  half  before  the  first  pre-emption  law  was  ever 
enacted,  it  was  but  one  cent  an  acre  excess?  If 
Senators  would  look  farther  back  into  a  document 
embracing  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Ml^nri,  it  would 
be  found  that  the  general  average  excess  in  those 
States  for  three  years,  (before  tbe  passage  of  ihe 
pre-emption  law  of  1830,)  was  only  six  mills  per 
aore.abeve  the  misimum  price;  and  this  would  not 
cover  the  expense  of  sales  by  auction,  in  the  em- 
ployment of  an  auctioneer,  the  extra  compensation 
to  the  Registers  and  Receivers,  clerks,  &a.  Tbe 
pre-emption  bill  then,  was  not  a  proposition  to 
give  away  the  public  landi;  nor  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  money  received  for  them,  materially 
below  that  which  would  be  received  under  the 
auction  srstera.  ' 

[Mr.  Clat  of  Kentucky  here  interposed,  and 
said  he  alUded  to  this  subject  to  show  what  the  dif- 
ference was  with  and  without  pre-emption  laws. 
He  then  went  into  some  explanations,  as  we  under- 
stood, to  sustain  bis  former  views,  and  concluded 
by  reading  the  following  extract  from  the  message 
of  President  Van  Buren,  in  Pscember,  1837,rto 
which  he  had  referred: 

"Upon  a  crliical  examination,  it  ia  found  that  tbe  lands  told  at 
thn  public  sales,  lince  (lie  introduction  of  caah  payroenU^  ill 
ISJO,  liave  produced,  on  an  average,  ttie  nettrevenueof  only  aix 
cesu  an  Mr*  mote  thaa  tlu  mlnimttm  GoTemmeot  prie*,"  &c.1 

Mr.  Clat  of  Alabama  resumed.  He  said  the 
extract  from  the  President's  message,  wbtcli  had 
jost  been  read  by  the  Senator  from  Keninckx, 


proved  that  he  bad  been  mistaken  in  his  former 
statement,  and  agreed  precisely  with  Fbat  he  (Mr. 
Clat  of  Alabama)  had  said.  As  the  extract  read 
by  the  Senator  showed,  tbe  President  expressly  re- 
ferred to  "the  yMe  sales,  since  the  introduction  of 
tbe  cash  system,  in  1820,"  and  did  not  mention  nor 
embrace  the  sales  by  private  entry,  in  fixing  the  ave- 
rage excess,  above  the  minimum,  at  six  cents  an 
acre.  He  said,  if  the. Senator  from  Kentucky 
would  review  his  remarks,  as  published  io  one  of 
the  daily  papeis  of  this  city,  be  would  find  that  he 
bad  been  understood  by  others,  as  saying  that  the  . 
average  excess  was  reduced  to  six  cents  per  acre, 
by  being  spread  over  all  the  sales  made — those  by 
private  entry,  as  well  as  those  at  auction..  This 
was  the  error  be  (Mr.  Clat  of  Alabama)  'Vfas  en- 
deavoring to  correct. 

[Mr.  Clat  of  Keatoeky  again  interposed,  and 
asked  if  the  six  cents  avenge  above  the  minimnm, 
was  not  made,  oat  by  including  tbe  lands  seldat 
private  entry.] 

Mr.  Clat  of  Alabama  maintained  the  eea- 
trary ;  and  repeated  what  be  said  before  in  sohstaaee; 
that  the  general  average,  ineluding  private,  as  well 
as  public  sales,  ftrom  the  eommeneemont  of  this 
cash  system  in  1880,  to  tbe  SOth  of  September, 
1837,  only  exceeded  tbe  miaimam  S  4-5  cents  per 
acre.  He  said  this  was  shown  by  a  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  tbe  General  ImA.  Office,  made 
on  the  8th  of  January,  1838,  responsive  to  a  rese. 
Intion  of  tbe  Senate,  of  the  SOdi  Septonber  pN- 
eeeding,  to  which  he  would  invite  the  attention  of 
Senators.  Mr.  C.  said,  aware  that  the  Senator  from. 
Kentucky  had  heretofore  maintained  that  ihe  are- 
rage  alluded  to  had  been,  made  out  byembraeing 
private  sales  in  the  estimate;  and  being  anxious  to 
to  satisfy  him,  that  the  difference  vonldbe  inconsi- 
derable, he  bad  twelve  months  ago  called  on  tbe 
the  commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and 
obtained  a  statement  of  the  quantity  of  pnblic 
land,  which  had  been  sold  at  aadion,  from  Ihe  33d 
June,  1833,  to  that  time.  The  result  was  that,  in 
the  sale  at  auction,  exclusive  of  nearly  two  millions 
of  acres,  the  average  price  had  been  but  #1  3938-100 
per  acre,  being  a  gain  of  only  four  cents  and  a 
Itaction  above  the  minimnm,  without  any  dedao- 
lioa  for  extra  expenses;  and  the  general  average 
was  but  $1  36  18-100  per  acre.  Mr.  C.  remarked 
that  ihese  facts  were  sufficient  to  show  incontestably 
that  the  gain  of  the  Government,  by  selling  at  auc- 
tion, was  too  instgaifieant  in  a  pecuniary  point  of 
vitw,  to  have  any  material  influence  on  the  policy 
of  the  Government. 

I  have  felt  it  my  duty,  Mr.  President,  (said  Mr. 
Clat,)  to  say  this  mnch  in  reply  to  the  objections 
which  seem^  most  worthy  of  notice,  urged,  by  its 
opponents,  against  the  original  bilU  I  oome.now 
to  the  second  branch  of  the  subject  oader  conside- 
ration— the  motion  of  tbe  Senator  from  Kentndty 
[Mr.  CaiTTaaoEi)]  to  distribute  tbe  revenue  arising 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  amongst  the  seT<> 
ral  States — a  propositlen,  in  my  opinion,  more  ob- 
jectionable Ihan  any  other.  This  is  a  question 
which  I  have  heretofore  had  occasion  to  examine; 
but  I  have  now  re-examined  it,  with  care  and  atten- 
tion, and  have  been  confirmed  and  strengthened  in 
all  the  objections  which  I  have  urged  against  the 
measure  on  former  occasions. 

"^e  first  general  reflection  that  arises  irrepressi- 
bly  to  my  mind,  in  approaching  the  discussion  of 
tbis  proposition,  Mr.  President,  b  tbe  <im«,  and  tbe 
etreunutenee*,  under  which  it  is  brought  forward. 
If  we  had  a  redundant  Tteasuiy— a  large  snrplas 
revenue — as  we  had  a  few  years  ago,  altboiigh  it 
would  not,  in  my  judgment,  warrant  the  exercise  of 
such  a  power,  it  would  render  it  mere  plausible. 
But,  sir,  what  has  been  the , slate  of  our  finances 
for  tbe  last  three  or  four  years?  and  what  is  their 
condition  now?  Four  years  ago,  we  had  a  redun- 
dantTreasury-4t  contained  more  than  #40,000,000. 
Under  an  act  of  Congress  previously  passed, 
near  |30,000,000  of  this  amount  was  deposited 
with  the  several  States,  on  tbe  1st  of  January, 
the  1st  of  April  and  the  Ist  of  July,  1837.  In  the 
mean  time  the  commercial  revulsion  of  May,  '37, 
took  place — the  banks  snspended  specie  payments, 
and  refused,  or  were  unable,  to  refund  the  public 
money  deposited  with  them-— thus  crippUng  our  Of 
dinar/  resouices.  and  reducing  the  Treasury  belo^ 
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tbe  enrrent  dcmcnds  f«T  the  support  of  GoTern- 
incDt  It  became  indispensably  necessary  for  (he 
President  lo  eonrene  Congress  on  the  first  M«nday 
in  September,  within  six  months  from  the  day  of 
bis  inattgatation.  We  were  compelled  to  antici- 
pate the  Kodpts  of  tin  revenue,  and  to  raise  mo* 
Bey  t^  loam  to  keep  the  Goremment  in  motion. 
At  each  sneeeeding  sesuan  down  to  the  present,  we 
hum  been  constrained  to  adopt  similar  measures, 
•ad,  at  this  moment,  there  is  a  bill  before  the  other 
toandi  of  Congress  again  to  anticipate  the  receipts 
fitom  the  revenae  by  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  to 
the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dollan.  Indeed,  we 
have  been  charged  on  this  floor  by  some  of  the 
Senator's  political  friend-t,  since  the  commencement 
of  the  present  session,  (how  truly,  it  is  not  my  pre- 
sent purpose  to  inquire,)  with  haring  created  a  na- 
tional debt  to  the  aaonnt  of  near  thirty  millions  of 
dolten;  and  we  have  been  urged  to  increase  the  ta- 
rfif  on  certain  articles  to  supply  the  ordinary  wants 
of  the  Oovemment,  and  supersede  the  necessity  of 
an  extra  session  of  Congress.  Tet,  rir,  under  all 
these  dreumslanees,  and  with  this  gloomy  picture 
of  oat  financial  condition,  presented  by  tht  Oppo- 
sition, a  distinguished  member  of  that  party 
eomes  forward  with  a  proposition  to  ab- 
stract from  the  Treasury  the  entire  revenue  from 
'  the  public  lands,  not  only  ibr  the  preaent  year,  but 
for  an  indefinite  period— forever.  I  have  said  this 
wonid  amooBi  to  the  probable  sum  of  $5,000,000 
'  annually.  My  estimate  is  predicated  on  the  receipti 
into  the  Treasury,  from  the  same  source,  accord- 
iag  to  a  table  now  before  me,  for  a  period  of  ten 
-  yean— ftom  1838  to  1837,  both  incln.«ive— dar- 
ing which  an  average  sum  of  more  than  seven 
millions  of  dollars  was  annually  received  from  this 
•ooree  of  revenue.  And  taking  into  view  the 
quantity  of  fresh  lands  that  will  be  coming  into 
market  ii  the  new  Slates  and  Territories,  it  is  not 
probable  the  average  will  be  reduced  below  the 
sum  I  have  -suppMed,  within  the  next  ten  years. 
Well,  sir,  what  must  be  the  inevitable  consequence 
of  withdrawing  this  large  annual  sdm  from  the  or- 
dinary means  of  meeting  the  public  ezpeaditmeali 
Will  it  not  become  absolutely  necessary  to 
supply  the  deficiency,  thus  created,  by  taxation 
to  that  amount,  m  by  bdrrowing  moneyl  If  we 
take  five  millions  of  dollars  out  of  the  Treasury, 
aad  are  compelled  to  pay  it  back  again,  in  the  form 
of  new  taxes,  or  an  iacrea^  tariff,  what  do  we 
gaini  Or,  rather,  is  it  not  obvious  that,  so  ti(c  from 
gaining  aay  thing,  the  expenses  of  collection  and 
disbursement  are  a  dead  lostl  On  the  other  hand, 
if  we  make  up  the  deficiency  by  bsrrowiog  five 
millions  annually,  are  we  not  creating  a  perma- 
nent national  debt  which,  with  tbe  accumnlaling 
interest,  will,  in  a  few  years,  amoantto  aa  hundred 
millions  of  doilarst 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President,  that  there  ean  be 
no  divenily  of  opinion  npoD  this  (ubjpot.  The 
propoeition  of  the  Senator  from  Kentacby  plainly 
involves  the  alternative,  to  be  submitted  to  the 
American  people,  whether  they  will  take  from  tbe 
Treasury  of  the  United  Stales  the  annoal  proceeds 
'of  the  public  lands,  to  be  reminded  by  increased 
taxation,  or  by  contracting  a  new  national  debt, 
which  is  to  go  on  augmenting,  year  after  year,  in- 
terminably. Sir,  divested  of  the  plausible  robes  in 
which  it  has  been  clad  by  (he  ingenious  sophistry 
«f  the  mover,  and  its  other  advocates,  it  is  a  naked 
aad  graceless  proposition  to  borrow  money  for  tbe 
purpoM  of  distribution  among  the  Statef.  Can 
the  people  be  prepared  to  sanction  such  a  policy, 
if  that  were  the  only  qnestionl  Sir,  I  cannot  bc' 
lieveit 

These  views,  Mr.  President,  go  to  (he  expediency 
of  the  proposed  measure;  but  there  are  other  ob- 
jeetioos  of  more  insuperable  character.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Kentncky  [Mr.  CRrrrxNDaN]  has  said  the 
States  have  a  right  to  demand  a  distribution  under 
the  compacts  between  tbe  ceding  Stales  aad  the 
General  Government.  Now,  sir,  I  hold  that  tbe 
States  have  no  right  to  demand — nor  has  the  Gteoe- 
ral  Government  any  right  to  make  such  a  distri- 
bution. It  is,  in  my  opinion,  perfectly  demrnilrable 
thataueh  an  act  would  violate  the  terms  of  ees- 
•ion,  as  well  aa  the  Contthulion  of  the  United 
States.  To  sustain  the  first  brandi  of  my  propoti- 
BO",  it  is  only  neeeasary  to  recur  to  the  histoiy  of 


the  times,  and  the  language  employed  in  the  acts 
of  cession  themselves. 

To  Torm  a  more  satisfactory  opinion  upon  this 
subject,  said  Mr.  Clat,  it  will  not  be  unprofitable 
to  go  a  little  back  and  examine  the  proceedings  of 
Congresi  antecedent  to  any  surrender  of  territory 
by  the  States.  It  must  be  recollected  that  there 
were  two  parties  lo  these  compacts — Congress,  on 
the  one  hand,  holding  out  inducements  and  tender- 
ing propositions  for  an  adjustment  of  territorial 
difficulties,  and  the  States,  on  the  other,  responding 
to  (hose  propositions.  An  examination  of  the  pro- 
posals and  negotiations  between  contracting  parties 
will  always  facilitate  a  correct  understanding  of  the 
contract  itself.  We  all  know  that,  even  before 
the  dofe  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  there  were  dif- 
fieuUief  amongst  the  States  in  regard  to  the  extent 
of  territory  claimed  by  some  of  them.  There  was 
a  vast  amount  of  unoccupied  and  unimproved  land 
claimed  by  some  of  tbe  States,  while  ibe  others 
maintained  that,  if  the  war  terminated  successful, 
ly,  and  those  «ild  domains  were  thus  conquered 
and  seCnred,  it  would  be  accomplished  by  the  united 
patriotism,  courage,  toil,  and  blood  of  all  the 
States;  and,  consequently,  they  should  enure  to 
the  common  benefit  of  all.  The  Congress  of  the 
confederation  eonconed  in  the'view  of  the  ques- 
tion last  mentioned,  and  on  the  6th  of  September, 
1780,  agreed  to  the  report  of  a  committee,  to  whom 
had  been  referred,  for  consideration,  communica- 
tions upon  the  subject  from  the  Legislatures  of 
Maryland,  New  York,  and  Virginia,  which, 
amongst  other  things,  contained  these  views: 

llat  it  tp(iear«  mora  adriabla  lo  piai  upon  tlxwa  Sttte* 
wliielicantcniOTeiheemt^arTannienUmpecungthe  WMum 
country,  a  liberal  gurrender  qf  a  portion  qftneir  territorial 
claims,  tince  Uuy  catuwt  bepreeerved  entire  vUhout  endiin- 
gering  the  Mtabuity  of  the  general  eonfederacy;  lo  remind 
ihem  how  IndiiMrmDly  UKeanry  it  is  to  nubliui  the  Fedeul 
ITnion  on  a  fixed  and  pennaneni  baste,  and  on  principle*  accap- 
ul>la  to  all  its  reapacilTe  members;  how  eanntial  to  public  cre- 
ditand  confidence,  toihastipport  or  our  army,  to  the  vigor  or 
our  conncila  and  success  o(^ our  measures,  to  our  iranquilliiy 
at  home,  our  reputation  abroad,  to  onr  Tery  exist«nc«ai  a  free, 
sovereign,  and  Independent  people,"  Ac. 

Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  there  it  not  an  idea  lo  be 
fotrad  in  this  report,  so  adopted  by  Congress,  about 
separate  or  distinct  interests  of  the  several  States. 
Every  motive  held  out,  relates,  in  the  language  of 
that  patriotic  body,  to  the  safely  and  "stability  of 
the  general  eonfederacy" — to  the  establishment  of 
"the  Fedeial  (Joion  on  a  fixed  and  permanent  ba- 
sis"— "to  public  credit  and  eohfidence,  to  ihc  sup- 
port of  our  army"— "to  oni  tranquUllty  at  home, 
onr  reputation  abroad,  to  our  very  existence  as  a 
free,  sovereign,  and  independent  people." 

This  report,  sir,  wasfoUowtd  up  by  the  adoption 
of  a  resolution  on  the  lOlh  of  October,  1780,  which 
is  expressly  referred  to  by  tbe  preamble  to  another 
resolution  upon  the  Fame  subject,  which  was 
adopted  in  April,  1784,  (after  the  cessions  from 
New  York  and  Virginia  bad  been  made,)  as  "Aa«- 
ing  fixed  the  csndiltmi  to  u)uck  the  Union  Mould  be 
hovni  on  receiving  tuek  ctuioru.''  The  former 
may,  therefore,  be  justly  regarded  as  the  fVindamen- 
tat  proposition  of  the  General  Government — the 
very  basis  of  all  the  c«s>ions  which  were  made  by 
the  several  States,  as  they  all  followed  .after  it,  and 
may  ht  considered  as  assents  or  agreements  to  the 
proposed  "conditions  to  which  tbe  Union  should 
be  bound."  Consequently,  it  mast  have  an  im- 
portant influence  in  detrrmining  the  proper  con- 
struction, to  be  placed  on  the  several  actt  of  ces- 
sion, aiid  I  mast  beg  the  indalgence  of  the  Senate 
till  1  read  it  ;ntirr.    It  is  in  the  following  words: 

"Jletolred,  That  the  unappropriated  lands  that  may  be  ceded 
or  relinquished  to  the  United  Biates,  by  any  particular  State, 

gunuaot  to  the  recommendation  of  (Congress  of  the  6th  day  of 
eptemtwr  last,  shall  be  dispoeetl  of  for  the  common  ben^  of 
the  United  Stales,  and  be  aetlled  and  formed  into  dielinct 
Sepubhcan  Staiee,  which  ehalt  become  membere  of  the  fitde- 
ral  Union,  and  have  the  eajne  rtghta  o/*  eovereignty,  free- 
dom, andindependence,  ae  the  other  Slates;  that  each  Slate 
which  shall  be  so  (vrmed,shall  contain  a  soltalile  extent  of  territo- 
ry,not  leas  than  one  hundred,  nor  more  tlian  one  liandred  udflf^ 
miles  square,  or  as  near  thereto  as  circumstances  will  admit; 
that  the  necessary  and  reasonable  expenses  which  any  particti. 
lar  State  shall  have  incurred  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present  war.  In  subduing  any  British  posts,  or  in  mamtaintng 
forts  or  garrisons  within  and  for  the  defence,  or  in  acquiring  any 
part  of  the  territorr  that  may  be  ceded  or  rellDquisiMd  to  Ibe 
United  Slates,  ehali  be  reintbureed." 

Now,  sir,  is  it  powible  for  any  ingenuity  or  so- 
phistry to  put  on  this  resolution  a  plausible  cob- 
straolion,  to  sustain  the  idea  of  nparitt  interests 
in  the  prc^eeds  of  the  lands  among  the  Stated    On 


the  contrary,  is  not  the  language  plain  and  empha* 
lie,  that  the  lands  whichjaay  ^  ceded  to  the  Ge- 
neral Government,  "shall  be  dispoeed  of  for  tte 
ctmmon  benefit  ofOtt  VMti  8latt$" — ^the  name  hf 
which  this  Government  was  called  and  known  m- 
der  the  Articles  of  Confederatioii,  as  well  aa  ainee— 
and  wni  not  for  the  henefil  ^f  the  tevtrwl  StdUA  If 
any  thing  were  wanting  lo  establish  more  ocmda- 
sively,  that  the  interest  of  the  States  in  the  proceeds 
of  tbe  lands  expected  to  be  acquired  under  these 
proposals,  was,  on  all  hands,  nnderstood  to  be 
j»in(,  and  tut  teveral;  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  last 
clause  of  the  resolution,  which  specially  dedans 
"that  the  necessary  and  reasonable  expenses  wliieh 
any  pertieuler  State  t/uiU  Aovc  inewTni  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war,  tn  mUtring  mtfg 
BriliA  pint,  or  in  moinioining'  fort*  rnii  gurlmm 
leifMn  end  /or  the  defence,  or  in  ocqttMtig  cny  part 
of  the  territory  that  may  be  ceded  or  relinquish^  io 
the  United  States,  tkull  be  rtimbmtei." 
■:  It  is  a  legal  maxim,  which  the  gentlemen  en- 
gaged in  this  debate  on  the  other  side  caneot  fail  lo 
recognise,  that"ezeepfie  imiiu,  exettuteetf  •tterni^" 
and  it  is  a  principle  of  reason  and  common  sense, 
to  which  all  minds  must  assent,  that  when  a  par- 
tieobr  reservation  or  exception  follows  a  gawral 
grant,  the  mere  specification  of  the  exception  im- 
plies that  there  is  no  other,  and  strengOiens  aad 
confirms  the  grant  to  all  that  is  not  reserved. 
Then,  sir,  I  am  sustained  in  the  condnsian  that,  so 
far  as  the  terms  of  the  proposals  to  the  States,  by 
the  General  Government,  are  concerned,  we  are 
bound  te  appropriate  the  revenue,  arising  from  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  "for  the  eeiamon  benefit 
of  the  United  Slates,",  and  not  for  that  of  tbe  States 
STMraUy,  Wilh  the  single  exception  that  "any  par- 
ticular State"  was  to  "be  reimbursed"  for  "nect^. 
sary  and  reasonable  expenses"  which  had  been 
"incurred"  for  the  objects  specified  in  the  last 
clause  of  the  resolution. 

Having  thus  seen  the  obligations  proposed  to 
be  niBumcQ  oy  tne  General  Government,  let  as 
now,  Mr.  President,  proceed  to  examine  the  acta 
of  the  several  Slates,  purporting  to  cede  or  relin- 
quish their  claims  to  Western  territory.  And 
here  it  may  be  well  to  (e^d  Senaton  that  all  rbe 
acis  of  cession,  with  (he  exception  of  those  of 
North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  were  made  before 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and,  consequent- 
ly, had  reference  to  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion. Ji  is  fair  to  presniqp  that  all  the  Stales  that 
relinqnished  territory,  were  actuated  by  tbe  same 
high  motives  of  patriotism  and  policy,  and  bad  a 
common  object  in  view;  but  as  there  is  some  dif- 
ference in  the  phraseology  of  the  several  deeds,  and 
some  of  the  gentlemen,  who  have  addressed  the 
Senate,  having  laid  great  stress  on  the  particnlat 
words  employed  in  some  of  them,  it  may  fadliiale 
us  io  making  a  proper  constrocdon  to  bring  into 
one  view  those  clauses  of  each,  which  express  the 
purposes  contemplated  by  the  grantors.  I  shall 
take  the  deeds  of  cession  in  the  order  of  time  that 
they  were  executed. 

The  deed  from  New  York  declares  that  th*  ter- 
ritory ceded —  ^ 

"Shall  be  and  enure  for  the  nse  aiid  Iwnefll  of  suerof  the 
United  States  aa  snail  become  memliers  of  tbe  Federal  altlaiice 
of  the  said  Siaiea,  and  for  no  other  use  or  poipoee  whatso- 
ever." 

That  from  the  Slate  of  Virginia  declares— 

"That  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  so  ceded  to  the  Unhtd 
Slates,  (with  certain  reservations  not  necessary  to  be  netted,) 
shall  be  considereda  common /«n<2  for  the  use  and  beiwfit  of 
luch  of  tbe  Dnited  Slates  ss  haTS  t>ecome,ar  shall  become 
meratwrs  of  the  Confederation,  or  Federal  alliance  of  the  said 
States,  Virginia  inclusive,  according  to  their  utu^reipeeliT* 
proporlioru  in  the  general  charge  iml  espetidilure,  and  shall 
be  faithfully  and  bonajide  disposed  of  for  that  patpose,  and 
for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever." 

Those  from  Massachusetts,  Conneelicnt,  and 
South  Carolina,  adopt  the  same  language,  and  ea«- 
vey  "to  the  United  State  of  America,/or  (Mr  t«)M- 
fif" — the  respective  States  "inclusive."  ,And  the 
deed  from  North  Carolina  corresponds  with  that 
from  Virginia.  The  deed  from  Georgia  diffeis 
from  all  the  rest  in  several  respects,  aiid  shall  bt 
hereafter  noticed. 

Mow,  Mr.  President,  the  question  to  be  decided 
is — do  these  several  deeds  respond  to,  and  agree 
with  the  "conditions"  proposed  by  Congress,  "to 
which  the  Union  should  be  bound  on  ree^riag 
such  eessions"«-that  is,  "for  the  eoinmon   be- 
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nefit  of  the  United  Siaiesi"  Do  not  all  the  deads, 
which  I  have  brought  to  ibe  notice  of  the  Senate, 
BM  the  same  iangaage  in  effect?  Those  from  Vir- 
ginia and  North  Carolina  declare  that  the  lands 
"ceded  to  the  United  States  shall  be  considered  a 
comniMi  ftuiii,  ifc."  Do  not  these  words  distinctly 
convey  the  idea  of  a  joint  (and,  in  contradisiinc- 
tipn  to  one  in  wv«r<I(y7  Could  Uogaage 
bare  been  used  more  expressive  of  a  full  as- 
sent to  the  terms  which  ha4  been  proposed  by 
Congress  in  their  resolation  of  the  lOih  of  Octo* 
ber,  17801  I  think  not,  sir — and  the  terms 
employed  in  the  other  deeds  of  cession,  Uiongh  not 
the  same,  may  be  regarded  as  eqaipollent.  For  in- 
stance, as  I  hare  shown,  those  of  Ma^sachasetts, 
Coaoecticat,  and  Sonth  Carolina,  conveyed  "to  the 
United  States  of  America,  Jor  their  henffit."  Is  not 
this  a  conveyance  tor  joint  benefit,  in  the  absence  of 
any  qnalifying  expression^}  It  cannot  be  denied: 
and,  iir,  I  may  remark,  that  there  is  not  a  daose  to 
be  fooud  in  any  one  of  the  deeds  of  cession,  which 
rcserres  any  separate  interest  or  dividend  to  the 
State  by  which  it  is  made.  Can  it  be  reasonably 
supposed,  that  the  States  would  have  used  sa<^ 
language  as  they  did,  with  the  distinct  avowal  of 
Congress  before  them,  that  the  ceded  territory 
sk«uUbe  "disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the 
United  States,"  if  they  had  intended  to  secure  to 
themselves  any  separate  or  distinct  interest?  Oo 
the  contrary,  admonished,  as  they  were,  of  the  pur- 
pose and  intention  of  the  General  Goremment, 
they  woaMhave  carefully  inserted  express  reserva- 
tions of  such  disiribatire  shares  as  they  intended  to 
secure. 

.  But,  sir,  there  are  other  clatiscs  in  some  of  the 
deeds  of  cession,  which  have  been  seized  upon  by 
some  of  the  friends  of  di&tribniion  to  give  color  to 
their  conslrocttoD.  In  some  of  ihem  this  language 
is  used:  "for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
United  States  as  have  become,  or  shall  become 
membezi  of  the  Federal  alliance,  &c."  "accord- 
ing to  their  usual  iMpective  proportions  in 
the  general  charge  and  expenditure."  It  seems  to 
me,  sir,  that  this  argument  is  easily  answered.  It 
is  only  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  that  all  the  ces- 
sions which  have  been  enumerated,  except  that  of 
North  Carolina,  were  made  belore  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  and  hers  in  the  same  year;  and 
that  the  language  jn&t  quoted  had  reference  to  the 
node  of  rtkising  revenue,  under  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation.   Article  8  is  in  the  following  words: 

"AH  cfaarges  of  war,  ami  >U  other  exp«BMa  thai  ahalt  tM  in- 
cucred  for  tfie  common  defcaco  or  general  waltare.  and  allowed 
by  tha  tTnited  State*  in  CongnMa  awemliled,  alMlI  be  defrayed 
otttofa  eommon  Tnaaary,  which  ataall  be  anppUed  by  the  n- 
vnal  Btaiei^  in  proportion  u  the  value  of  all  land  wiihlo  each 
Scat*  graotod  to  or  sunrayed  for  any  penon,  aa  auch  land  and 
'  I  bmldlngs  and  trnpfOTeroeota  thereon  shall  tw  eatimated,  ac- 
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''The  taxes  for  paying  that  proportion  shall  bo  laid  and  levied 
iy  tht  authmUy  and  direction  o/  the  Ltgitlaturet  of  the 
tmeral  Slafet,  williia  the  llmo  agreed  upon  by  the  United 
Suia*  in  Congren  aaacmbled." 

Sir,  although  Congress  then  made  appropri- 
ations "for  the  common  defence"  and  "ge- 
neral welfare,"  and  paid  them  "out  of  a 
common  Treasury,"  we  see  they  had  not  the 
powei  of  taxation.  They  only  bad  power 
to  lay  down  the  rule  for  the  ass^-ssment  of  taxes, 
and  make  requisitions  upon  the  several  Stales,  un- 
der whose  aniborily  alone  they  were  to  be  levied 
and  paid  over.  Then,  sir,  when  a  "common  fund" 
was  placed  in  the  general  Treasury  "for  the  use- 
and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  Stales  as  bsd  be- 
come, or  should  becomt,  members  of  ihe  Federal 
alliance,"  "according  to  iheir  usual  and  respective 
proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  expcndi- 
jura,"  it  was  merely  intended  to  relieve  them,  re- 
spectively, of  the  payment  of  that  proportion  of  the 
amount  of  the  requisitions  which  might  b«  jnads 
on  them  by  the  General  Gtovemmsnt.  In  other 
wordt^  it  was  equivalent  to  a  credit  to  be  estimated 
bf  that  rale,  to  which  each  State,  belonging  to  the 
Vedaal  alliaitce,  was  to  br  entitled  fit  the  "common 
lieasniy;*'  for  tbe  absurdity  of  paying  over  this 
"oommon  fund"  to  the  several  States,  "according 
U>  their  usual  and  respective  proportions  in  tbe 
geanal  diarge  and  expenditure,"  to  be  immediately 
ntamed,  or  repaid  by  them  into  the  "common 
tfeasnry,"  could  never  hare  beea  perpetrated  by 
the  visa  men  of  that  day. 


Mr.  President,  there  is  another  point  of  view,  in 
which  the  proposition  of  tbe  Senator  from  Ken- 
tacky  for  the  distribution  of  the  revenue  arising 
from  the  sales  of  tbe  public  lands,  or  any  other  pro- 
posilisn  heretofore  made,  having  tbe  same  object  in 
view,  is  imperfect,  and,  I  may  add,  totally  imprac- 
ticable. If  a  disiribation  can,  or  ought  lo  be  made 
under  the  deeds  cf  cession,  it  most  be  done  by  the 
rule  of  taxation  establfcbed  by  the  Articles  of  Coni- 
federaiion;  at  least  tbe  clause  on  which  I  have  re- 
marked, and  on  which  Kentlemen  rely,  evidently 
refers  to  that  rule,  and  indicates  no  other. 

The  *'  usual  respeciive  proportion  in  the  general 
charge  and  expenditure"  was  fixed  by  the  8ib  article 
already  qnoted,accurdiDg  to  the  value  of  all '  'the  land 
within  eaiish  State,  granted  or  surveyed,  and  the  build- 
ings and  improvements  thereon."  No  inch  rale  of 
taxation,  or  "charge  and  expenditure"  now  exists, 
nor  is  the  plan  of  distribution  predicated  on  that 
principle,  or  on  the  provisions  of  tbe  Conslitation, 
which  has  been  since  adopted.  Under  that  instru- 
ment Congress  may  raise  revenue  by  taxation, 
direct,  or  indirect.  In  the  second  section  of  the  first 
article  it  is  provided,  thac  "  representatiye:!  and 
direct  taxet  thall  be  offortianti  mumg  ,lke  uvertU 
States,  which  may  be  included  within  ibis  Unioii, 
according  to  thiir  resptetbtt  numbtrt,  which  ihall  be 
determined  by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  fice 
persons,  includipg  those  bound  to  service  for  a 
term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed, 
three-fifths  of  all  other  persona."  Now  we  know 
that  tbii  rule  of  taxation  is  altogether  different  from 
that  established  by  the  Articles  of  Confederation; 
and  thai  it  is  not  ihe  criterion  referred  to  by  the 
deeds  of  cession,  for  apportioning  among  the  seve- 
ral States  "the  genenU  charge  and  expenditure." 
But,  sir,  if  it  were  otherwise,  we  have  no  "direct 
taxes,"  but  a  Stysiem  of  indirect  taxation,  by  duiirs 
and  imposts,  under  which  it  is  impossible  to  know 
what  each  or  any  particular  State  pays.  Having 
no  criterion  whatever,  then,  by  which  to  ascertain 
the  respeciive  proportions  of  the  several  Slates  "in 
the  general  charge  and  expenditure,"  or  in  what 
proportions  they  contribute  to  the  common  Trea- 
sury, we  consequently  have  none  by  which  lo  ap- 
portion amongst  them  the  revenue  arising  from  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands. 

Again,  Mr.  President,  the  history  of  the  times 
seems  to  me  to  farnish  a  ceaclnsire  reftitation 
against  every  argument  I  have  beard  in  favor  of 
distribalion.  We  know  that,  throughout  ihe  Revo- 
lution, CoBgrefs  had  no  pogrer  to  raise  money, 
even  for  the  common  Treasury,  except  through  tbe 
interveniion  of  the  States.  We  have  already  seen 
thai,  under  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  taxes  for 
that  purpose  were  expres.ly  required  to  "be  laid 
and  levied  by  the  authority  and  direct  on  of 
the  Legi^atnres  of  tbe  several  Stales."  Un- 
til the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
the  -Slater  never  surrendered  to  Congress,  the' 
power  of  laisiag  revenue,  even  for  the  gene- 
ral purposes  for  which  this  Government  was 
instiiDied;  and  ihey  were  slow  and  reluctant  lo  part- 
with  the  power  to  that  limiied  extent  This  being 
the  case,  can  it  be  supposed  that  they  ever  intended 
to  constitute  this  Govemmeat  an  agent  to  raise  or 
collect  revenue  from  any  source  whatever,  to  be 
divided  or  distributed  amongst  themselves?  No, 
sir,  such  an  idea  is  contradicied  by  the  known  jea- 
lousy with  which  they  ever  guarded  the  exercise  of 
power  by  the  General  Government,  and  the  ex- 
treme caution  and  hesitation  with  which  they  graa^ 
ed  to  it  the  powers  deemed  indispensable  to  its  effi- 
cient action  by  fhs  most  wise  and  patriotic. 

I  will  now,  sir,  submit  a  remark  or  two  on  the 
deed  of  cession  from  Georgia-  It  was  executed  on 
the  34th  of  April,  1802 — more  than  thirteen  years 
after  the  adoption  of  the  Constituuon  of  the  United 
Suuee — and  its  language  conforms  to  the  change  of 
Government  which  had  taken  place.  It  declares 
"that  all  the  lands  ceded  (after  satitfjring  certain 
clsiims)  be  considered  as  a  eommon  fund  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  Unittd  SUiei,  Georgia  included, 
and  shall  be  faithfully  disposed  of,  for  that  purpose, 
and  for  no  other  use  or  pnrpase  whatever."  Here 
is  no  reservation  of  any  thing  but  a  joint  and  com- 
mon interest;  it  is  to  be  "a  common  fund,"  and 
"for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United  States"— that 
is,  Ihe  Qorermvent  of  Me  Oman,  and  not  of  the 


Statu  9«era</y— and  to  be  "faithfully  disposed  of 
for  Uiat  purpose"  only.  In  this  deed,  we  do  not 
find  Ihe  clause  about  "the  respeciive  and  usual  pro- 
portion (of  tbe  States)  in  the  general  charge  and  ex- 
penditure," on  which  gentleman  have  predicated 
most  of  their  arguments  in  favor  of  distribution — 
because  the  rule  and  the  mode  of  taxation  to  which 
that  language  referred  bad  been  superseded  by  the 
provisions  of  the  Coiutitntion.  The  Stales  no 
longer  laid  and  levied  taxes  for  tha  General  Gomn- 
ment;  beuce  there  was  no  longer  need  of  a  rale  fht 
apportioning  the  credits. 

In  further  confirmation  of  tbe  views  I  hare  ex« 
pressed  on  this  subject,  I  may  remind  the  Senate, 
that  tbe  idea  of  d^tributing  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  is  of  modern  origin.  More  than  forty 
years  had  elapsed  after  all  the  cessions,  except  that 
of  Georgiti,  and  thirty  years  after  that,  before  any 
attempt  was  made  to  establish  tht  divisibility  of 
those  funds.  During  all  this  time,  the  money  re- 
wived  for  the  public  domun  was  paid  into  the 
common  treasury,  like  other  portions  of  tbe  rfve- 
nue;  and  it  was  appropriated  and  paid  out  in  the 
same  manner,  indiscriminately,  for  all  the  liabili- 
ties of  ihe  Government.  I  am  not  aware  that  any 
of  the  States  ever  set  up  a  claim  to  a  separate  or 
distributive  share  of  this  fund,  until  after  the  pro- 
ject was  suried  in  1832,  nor  do  I  believe  thatsnoh 
a  thought  was  ever  entertained  when  the  several 
compacts  were  made,  either  by  the  Suites  or  Gene- 
ral Government. 

But,  Mr.  President,  if  tbe  views  I  have  expressed 
ia  reference  lo  that  portion  of  the  public  domain 
ceded  by  the  States  be  erroneous,  on  what  prindpie 
can  gentleman  claim  a  distribniioa  of  the  revenue 
arising  from  the  sales  of  the  lands  in  Louisiana 
and  Florida,  purchased  from  Franc?  and  Spain? 
In  r^ard  to  thoee,  none  of  the  States,  separately, 
ever  had  any  claim,  or  ever  made  a  cession,  or  a 
compact  with  the  General  Government.  They 
were  purchased  by  the  Government  of  the  Ifniled 
States  with  its  own  revenue,  with  the  common  trra- 
sare,  created  by  its  own  power.  Yet  those  lands 
have  been  treated  like  ihe  balaace  of  the  public 
domain,  and  the  money  received  Ctom  them, 
like  that  received  from  all  other  aonrees  of 
revenue,  placed  in  the  common  treasury.  No 
one  denies  that  the  Government  can  putchsse 
land:  does  it  follow  that  money  expended  in  this 
way,  when  it  is  brought  back  into  the  Treasury  by 
a  sale,  acquires  any  new  property  to  change  the 
power  of  the  Government  over  its  desiinaiion?  If 
so,  it  is  but  necessary  for  us  to  convert  the  reve- 
nue, which  we  are  only  authorized  to  collect  for 
specified  objects,  into  land,  and  then  re-convert  it 
into  money,  to  give  the  Government  of  the  United 
Sutes  a  power  over  it  beyond  all  the  restraiou  of 
the  Constitution.  However,  this  is  an  absurdity, 
for  which,  it  is  lo  be  hoped,  few  will  be  recklets 
enough  to  contend. 

But,  sir,  although  every  proposition  for  a  distri- 
bution of  the  revenue  has  been  broad  enouKb  to 
embrace  all  tbe  public  domain,  as  well  Loiiiiiana, 
compriiiing  the  whole  of  our  territory  beyond  the 
Mississippi,  as  Florida  and  tbe  whole  country 
sonth  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  latitude,  I  have 
not  yet  heard  any  one  bold  enough  to  maiatain 
that  the  deeds  of  cession  from  the  Slates  extended 
to  any  portion  not  included  within  the  chartered 
limits  of  the  origihal  Sutes. 

From  these  views,  Mr.  President,  it  follows  that 
a  distribution  amongst  the  States,  of  the  revenue 
arising  from  the  sale  of  such,  portions  of  the  public 
land  as  were  purchased  from  France  and  Spain, 
cannot  be  sustained  on  any  ground,  which  has 
been  hiiherto  assumed  in  this  discussion.  I  Ibink 
we  have  seen,  too,  that  so  much  as  was  ceded  by 
Georgia,  wants  the  support  of  the  argument  wbieh 
gentlemen  have  founded  on  particular  Clauses  in 
the  other  deeds  of  cession,  and  must  be  excepted. 
As  regards  the  cession  of  North  Carolina,  it  may 
be  said  there  is  nothing  to  distribute;  for  we  have 
more  than  onoe  passed  bills  through  this  branch  of 
Congress,  which  amount  (and  very  properly  too) 
10  an  abandonment  of  all  claims  to  the  refuse,  on- 
appiopriated  lands  within  the  S  ate  of  Tennessee. 
And,  sir,  the  result  is,  that  the  only  colorable 
daim,  supported  with  any  plausibility,  by  tbe 
£ci«ub  of  distribuiion,cxlends  to  tha  lemnants  whicb 
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remiin  onsold  ia  the  Northwestern  States — being 
so  far  as  the  plats  of  amvey  hare  been  retamed, 
in  Ohio  less  than  a  million  of  acres — in  Indiana 
less  than  fire  millions — in  Illinois  something  more 
than  foarteen  millions — and  in  Michigan  abont 
fonrleen  millions— amounting  in  the  aggregate  to 
34,345,871  acres.  Yes,  sir,  ctsu  if  their  deeds  of 
cession  sustain  their  pretensions,  ihty.go  ihos  far, 
and  no  farther. 

But,  Mr.  President,  there  is  another  aspect  of 
this  subject  which  presents  a  conclosire  bar  to  any 
claim  of  diitribntion  which  can  be  set  up  in  behaU 
of  the  States.  It  certainly  cannot  be  pretended,  on 
any  fair  principle,  that  we  are  bound  to  divide  any 
thing  but  the  nett  profits  of  the  concern;  nor  that  we 
are  bound  to  divide  those  prof  ts  before  they  accme. 
The  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  represent  the  Go- 
Ternment  as  a  trustee  for  the  management  of  the 
public  domain  for  the  benefit  of  the  several  States; 
and  that  much  may  be  conceded.  Bat  it  will  be 
recollected  that  the  peformanee  of  this  trust  has 
been  attended  with  iqnch  expenditure  of  money,  as 
must  have  been  well  understood  would  be  the  case 
at  the  time  it  was  confided.  Now,  admitting  for 
the  sake  of  argument  (and  I  am  sure  I  could  not 
otherwise  make  the  admission)  that  a  division  of 
the  proceeds  was  coniemplated  by  the  part  es  to 
those  conpacts,  when  ihey  were  made,  is  it  rea- 
sonable to  snppose  that  it  could  have  been  intended, 
on  the  one  hand,  or  expecltd  on  the  other,  to  divide 
all  the  money  that  might  be  received  for  the  lands, 
without  first  dedhcting  the  expenses  necessarily  in- 
curred in  the  performance  of  (he  trasil  If  the  Gk> 
neral  Qovemment  was  bound  to  return  any  thing 
to  the  States,  must  it  not  have  been  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds? The  Indian  titles  were  to  be  extinguished 
to  a  large  portion  of  those  land;;  and  vast  sums  of 
money  have  been  paid  to  effect  that  object.  We 
have  paid  for  Lotiisiana  and  Florida  about  thirty  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Again,  it  was  necessary  for  all 
these  lands  to  be  surveyed  before  ihey  could  be 
brought  into  market.  And  then  district  land  offices 
were  to  be  established  and  supported;  and  a  Qene- 
ral  Land  Office  to  exercise  a  superintending  control 
over  the  whole  business.  Ought  not  these  necessa- 
ry ezpenies  to  be  deducted  from  the  amount  re- 
ceived before  aay  thing  is  demandable  from  the 
QdvetnmeatT  If  yon,  sir,  were  to  employ  an  agent 
to  manajte  and  sell  a  large  real  estate,  necessarily 
to  be  divided  into  smaller  tracts,  and  unavoidably 
attended  with  great  expense,  would  you  expect  him 
to  hand  you  over  the  whole  amount  of  his  receipts, 
or,  indeed;  any  part  of  then,  before  he  had 
refunded  himself  the  amount  of  his  expenses? 
No,  sir,  you  would  not,  nor  wonid  -any 
reasonable  or  fair  man;  and  iherame  principle  ap- 
plies in  its  full  foree  to  the  claims  of  the  States  in 
their  most  favorable  aspect  Then,  how  stands  the 
aeeouDtl  Why,  sir,  according  to  a  statement  from 
the  Qeneral  Land  Office,  a  little  more  than  twelve 
months  ago,  the  af  grrgate  expenditures  of  this  Go- 
vernment for  the  public  domain  amounied  to 
tld4,339,375'30,  and  the  aggiegale  receipts  into 
the  Treasury  on  account  of  sales  of  the  public 
lands  amounted  to  $116,198,179  15,  leaving  an 
excess  of  expenditures  above  the  receipts  into  the 
Treasury  to  the  amount  of  |13,031,196  05.  This 
is  thestate  of  the  ease,  on  the  supposition  that  divi- 
sion was  ever  coniemplated,  a  balance  in  our  favor 
in  the  aeeonnt  current  of  more  than  eighteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars !  And  this  balance  cannot  be  pro- 
bably met  and  cancelled  within  less  than  three  or 
four  years  by  the  nett  proceeds  of  sales. 

Then,  Mr.  President,  the  public  domain  not  hav- 
ing refunded  the  General  Government  the  amount 
of  the  expenditures  actually  incarred  ia  its  pur- 
chase, management,  and  sale,  and  the  entire  reve- 
irae  from  all  sources,  including  this  branch,  being 
inadequate,  as  all  admit,  to  meet  the  current  de- 
mands upon  the  Treasury,  the  plain  question  is, 
have  we  the  power,  and  is  it  expedient  to  hty  new 
taxes  and  collect  revenue,  or  shall  we  borrow  mo- 
ney to  distribute  amongst  the  Statetl  This  is  the 
true  question,  and  one  which  demands,  and,  I  trust 
will  leceive  the  calm  and  tolemn  consideration  of 
every  intelligent  and  patriotic  citizen. 

&r,  said  Jfr.  C.  where  do  we  find  our  power  to 
fUstribnte  revenue  amongst  the  States  at  aO,  much 
lees  to  raise  it  for  the  purpose  of  distribution?    He 


asked,  was  there  any  single  expression  in  the  Con- 
stitution which  could  be  interpreted  to  justify  such 
a  proceedingi  When  we  ask  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  to  show  us  our  authority,  to  wliat  clause 
of  that  instrument  can  they  refer  us7  We  may 
answer  triumphantly — to  none.  The  exercise  of 
such  a  power  is  against  the  whole  genius  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  would  be  destructive  of  the  princi- 
ples on  which  it  is  founded.  The  C!onstitution  de- 
clares that  "Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  dutie;,  imposts,  and  excises,  topay  the 
dtbtt  and  prorndtfor  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  of  the  United  Slatet."  Yes,  sir,  for  those 
purposes,  and  those  only,  have  we  the  power  to  lax 
the  people — "to  pay  the  debts"  of  the  Unit»d 
States,  and  "to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  uelfare  of  the  United  States" — not  to  raise 
money  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  States,  nor  to  raise 
money  to  provide  for  their  tiparale  welfare,  but  in 
common  with  the  other  members  of  the  Union. 
Gentlemen  must  admit  that  no  express  power  is 
delegated  to  us  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  States  separately;  nor  can  they  show  that 
it  is  "necessary  and  proper-for  carrying  iuto  execu- 
tion" those  which  are  granted.  Far  from  it,  Mr. 
President.  As  I  hare  already  remarked,  the  taxing 
power,  even  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  con- 
federation, fur  the  common  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  was  the  last  with  which  the  States  parted, 
and  the  one  which  they  surrendered,  pcrhspe,  more 
reluctantly  than  any  other. 

But,  sir,  it  is  unnecessary  to  pnrsue  this  view  of 
llie  subject  any  ftirther.  The  friends  of  the  propo- 
sition BOW  more  immediately  under  consideration 
have  not  met  the  question  of  constitutional  power, 
Bor  undertaken  to  sustain  it  by  any  direct  ancu- 
ment.  They  attempt  to  getround  it  by  reference 
to  the  acts  of  cession,  and  by  placing  on  them  a 
construction  not  warranted  by  their  language,  their 
spirit,  nor  the  history  of  the  times,  as,  I  think,  has 
already  been  sufficienily  shown.  Yet,  sir,  I  trust 
the  people  will  understand  it,  and  regard  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  as  it  truly  is — 
as  a  proposition  to  divide  money  amongst  the 
Stales,  which  is  assuredly  to  be  refunded  by  a  tax 
on  themselves — as  a  proposition  for  this  Govern- 
ment to  become  the  tax-gatherer  for  State  and  local 
purposes,  thereby  cutting  off  and  destroying  all  that 
silotary  responsibility  of  the  taxing  power  which  is 
now  fell  by  their  immediate  representatives;  and, 
werse  than  all,  as  a  proposition  to  nnk  the  State 
Governments  into  insignificance,  and  make  them 
dependent  upon  the  General  Government.  No 
other  measure  has  ever  been  proposed  so  well  cal- 
culated to  bring  about  that  centralization  and  con- 
solidation of  all  power  in  the  Federal  Government, 
so  justly  deprecated  and  cautiously  guarded  against 
by  our  ancestors,  as  that  now  under  eonsidera  ion. 
Qnee  establish  the  principle  that  the  States  may 
look  to  this  Government  as  the  great  money  power- 
upon  which  they  may  depend  for  all  their  local 
wants,  and  you  will  realize  the  most  sanguine 
hopes  and  expectations  uf  the  Federalists  in  former 
times,  by  building  np  a  splendid  Government  at 
the  national  metropolis,  which  must,  and  will, 
sooner  or  later,  absorb  all  prlitical  powiT. 

I  fear,  Mr.  President,  I  have  already  occupied 
too  much  time  in  my  remarks  on  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky;  but  there  is  one  other 
point,  which  I  cannot  pas  by  altogether  unnoticed. 
I  mean,  sir,  the  effect  which  the  proposed  measure 
would  have  on  the  interests  and  prosperity  of  the 
new  States.  They  have  already  had  sufficient 
cause  of  complaint  against  the  course  of  policy 
which  has  been  pnr.^ned  towards  them  by  the  Gene- 
ral Oovemmeni,  as  the  numeroni  memorials  and 
remonstrances  of  the  Legislatures  and  the  people 
of  those  Slates,  which  have  been  presented  session 
after  session,  for  msny  years  past,  and  are  now  on 
your  files,  will  abundantly  testify.  Their  great, 
and  at  the  same  time  well  founded  cause  of  com- 
plaint, has  been  the  inflexible  adherence  of  this  Go- 
vernment to  one  fixed  price  for  lands  of  all  dsserip- 
tioos,  whether  rich  or  poor.  They  have,  again  and 
again,  appealed  to  your  sense  of  justice,  and  referred 
yon  to  the  terms  of  your  compacts  with  them,  oa 
their  admission  into  the  Union,  showing,  as  they  be- 
lieve,tbat  while  you  retained  by  their  consentthe  right 
to  the  nnsold  and  unappropriated  laads  within  tlwir 


limit:  exempt  from  taxation,  )oa  at  the  same  time 
undertook  to  sell  them  in  a  reasonable  time— but, 
thus  far,  they  hare  appealed  in  vain.  What  are  they 
to  expect  when  yon  shall  have  enlisted  the  cupidi- 
ty of  all  the  othisr  States  of  the  Union  against  a  re- 
duction of  the  price  of  their  inferior  landsl?  Need 
they  expect  the  lepresentatives  of  States;  that  are 
to  receive  annual  dividends  from  their  proceeds,  to 
an  amount  sufficient  to  support  the  Government  of 
some  of  them,  and  exempt  their  citizens  from  taxa- 
ti6n,  to  vote  for  their  graduation  bills,  the  passage 
of  which  they  have  so  long  anxiously  desired?  No, 
sir;  and  I  now  tell  the  people  of  the  new  States,  if 
their  petitions  on  this  subject  have  heretofore  been 
unavailing,  should  the  proposed  measure  become  a 
law,  they  will  be  utterly  hopeless.  They  may  ex- 
pect, for  a  half  century  to  come,  ihat  millions  of 
acres  will  remain  the  property  of  this  Gk)vemment, 
nominally,  bni  in  fact  the  domain  of  the  several 
old  Stales — unsold,  unsettled,  unimproved  and  «n- 
produciive. 

Bar,  Mr.  President,  I  turn  with  pleasnre  from  (be 
discussion  of  a  measure  to  which,  I  think,  there  are 
so  many  insuperable  objections — fraught,  in  my 
opinion,  with  so  many  evil  consequences,  not  enly 
to  the  new  Stales,  but  to  the  whole  Union— and 
will  direct  your  attention  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Calhoun.]  Perhaps  no  measure  of  its 
impoitance,  which  has  ever  been  brought  forward 
here,  has  been  more  misrepresented,  and  less  un- 
derstood, than  the  bill  of  that  hcnorable  Senator  "to 
cede  the  public  lands  within  ihe  limits  of  th  new 
States,  on  certain  condiiions  therein  mentis  ed." 
It  has  been  characterized  and  denounced  as  a  pro- 
position to  "give"  the  public  domain  to  those  Slates; 
and  such  representations  have  been  sent  ab^'ad, 
and  have  ha!d  their  effect,  unaccompanied  by  P  nil- 
gle  condition  of  the  proposed  grant.  Sir,  the  bill 
does  not  contemplate  a  donation,  and  itsexanxia- 
tion  is  sufficient  to  repel  the  imputation.  It  pro- 
poses a  sale,  not  a  gift.  These  are  its  provisions: 
The  first  section  cedes  the  public  land*  to  the  Slates 
in  which  they  lie,  which  may  remain  nnsold  after 
the  30th  of  June,  1843,  excepting  the  osual 
reservations  for  public  purposes,  en  eondilww  that 
the  States  sb2dl  pay  to  the  General  Govemmeni  sixty- 
five  per  cent,  of  the  gross  proceeds,  as  the  Senator 
proposes  to  fill  the  blank;  that  the  miuimnm  price 
shall  remain,  as  now  ftzfd  by  law,  until  the  said 
30ih  of  June,  1842,  but,  after  that  period,  the  price 
may  be  reduced  to  (1  per  acre  for  all  lands  then 
remaining  unsold,  wbichliave  iheretofoie  been  of- 
fered for  sale  for  ten  yeais ;  Ihat,  fire  year*  after 
the  day  aforesaid,  all  lands  which  may  then  havfe 
been  offrred  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years  and  re- 
main unsold,  may  be  reduced  to  seveotj-five  eeats 
per  acre;  and  thus  going  on  wiih  a  reduction  of  ibe 
price  in  the  same  ratio,  for  every  additional  tena  of 
five  years  it  may  hare  been  in  market,  till  it  eome* 
down  to  twenty-five  cents  per  acre;  after  which,  if 
it  shall  remain  nnsold  five  years  longer,  it  shall  be 
ceded  absolutely  to  ilie  respective  States  in  which  it 
is  (iluated;  and  the  system  of  graduation  to  oom- 
mence  with  all  land  not  now  embraced  by  ll,  so 
soon  as  it  shall  have  been  offered  and  remaia  nn- 
sold ten  years.  A  farther  coiuKHon  is,  ihat^he  lands 
fchall  remain  subject  to  the  same  legal  sabdivisiocs 
whidi  now  prevai';  those  not  heretofore  offered  for 
sale  to  be  fiist  rffered  at  auction — afterwards  to  be 
inbject  10  graduation;  and  that  all  laws  of  ihe 
United  States  en  the  subject  of  public  lands  in 
force  at  the  passage  of  the  act,  to  remain  so,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  modified  by  its  provisions.  Another 
coni^ion  if,  that  Ihe  cession  is  lo  be  in  foil  of  the 
five  per  cent,  fund,  not  already  accrued,  which  was 
reserved  to  the  new  Stales  by  the  compacts  for 
their  admission  into  the  Union,  for  the  pnrpoae  of 
making  roads  within,  and  leading  to,  those 
States;  and  the  S  ales  to  be  •'erclnsirely  liable 
for  all  charges  that  may  hereafter  aritt  from 
the  sorvev,  sale,  and  management  of  the  pnUie 
lands."  And,  finally,  any  violation  of  lhc>se  con- 
ditions is  to  be  followed  by  a  forfeiture  of  all  the 
rights  granted  by  the  aci;  and  all  grants,  or  lUtaa 
thereof  made  by  the  State  -o  acting,  lo  bo  nalT 
and  void.  The  second  section  of  the  bill  autho- 
rizes the  several  States,  in  which  the  lands  are 
sitnaled,  to  grant  the  right  of  pie-enptioott  afw 
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•Qtoal  aeiUer  for  a  peiiod  of  oinety  days,  ai  etch 
sqcessire  gradnation,  or  redaction  of  pric«,  after 
v.bieh,  if  tbe  setliei  should  not  atrail  him;«lf  of  ibe 
privil^e,  it  is  to  be  subject  to  entry  by  any  other 
porcbasec^  The  other  provisioos  are  not  neces- 
aary  to  be  aoticed  on  thisoccasiun. 

These,  sir,  are  all  the  material  enactments  pro- 
]|osedby  the  bill  of  the  Senator  from  Sooth  Caro- 
lina. While  they  are  fresh  in  our  recollections,  let 
ns  test  the  accuracy  of  some  of  the  representations 
o(  its  characteristics,  which  have  been  sent  abroad. 
Is  it  a  gift — a  donation  of  the  unsold  lands  to  the 
Stales  in  which  they  are  situated,  as  has  been 
been  broadly  asseitedT  So  far  from  the  fact,  we 
see,  at  the  first  blush,  the  States  are  to  pay  the  Ge- 
neral Qovernmeat  65  per  cent,  of  the  gross  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales,  and  are  to  release  the  United 
Slates  from  the  payment  of  the  5  per  cent,  of 
tb«  nett  proceeds,  reserved  for  making  roads 
for  their  benefit— these  two  items  being  70 
per  cent,  of  the  grpss  amount  received.  The  States, 
too,  are  to  be  at  the  entire  expense  of  the  manage- 
ment and  calo  of  this  domain  which  cosititnte* 
another  important  item  of  deduction.  What  would 
be  its  amoaat,  of  course  cannot  b*  determined 
with  precise  accuracy;  but  I  find  it  stated  in  iht  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  prepared 
with  much  care  at  the  last  session,  that  there  were 
then  "spread  over  the  new  States  fifty-nine  land 
offices;  connected  with  which  there  were  one  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  registers  and  receivers,  eight 
sarveyois  general,  with  a  host  of  depnties,  clerks, 
diaOsmeo,  chain  carriers,  and  axemen,  at  an  aggre- 
gate annual  expense  of  upwards  of  (|334,000,  on 
an  average  of  the  last  two  years"  preceding.  Then 
suppose  the  aggregate  amount  of  sales,  in  all  the 
States,  to  be  equal  to  three  millions  of  dollars — 
and,  without  the  territories,  it  would  not  probab'y 
exceed  that  sam — the  expenses,  at  the  rkte  ju^t 
stated,  may  be  estimated  at  nearly  I3i  per  cent, 
which  brings  up  the  credits  to  8S1  percent.  Then, 
sir,  add  121  per  cent,  more,  the  amount  proposed 
to  be  given  to  the  new  States  above  an  equal  divi- 
dend with  the  old  SiateSjby  the  former  distribution 
bill  of  the  Senator  from  Eentueky,  and  which  I 
suppose  to  be  axais  con'emplated,  and  we  have 
•eeonnted  for  95  per  cent,  of  the  gross  amount 
trhidl  may  be  paid  to  the  Slates  receiving  the 
cessions.  And,  sir,  it  is  jnst  as  fair,  and  not  more 
liberal,  to  make  the  allowance  of  the  last  named 
item  to  the  new  States,  under  the  bill  proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  as  under  that  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky;  for  the  citizens  of 
thon  Stales,  in  the  one  case  as  well  as  the  other, 
almost  exclusively  pay  this  large  amount  of  money 
into  the  general  treasury,  and  may  be  expected  to 
go  on  increasing  in  population,  more  rapidly  than 
their  elder  sisters,  at  least  for  some  time  to  come. 

[Htfr.  Clit  of  Kentucky  desired  to  give  a  more 
faU  and  fair  explanaiiou  of  one  point.  It  would 
be  recollected  that  he  introduced  a  bill  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  public  lands  in  1833,  near  the  be- 
ginning of  a  period,  at  the  end  of  which,  the  popu- 
Ulion  of  the  United  States  would  be  greatly  in. 
ereased.  His  leading  motive  then,  in  proposing 
I3l  per  cenU  aver  and  above,  was  that  the  New 
States  had,  at  that  time,  and  wonld  continue  to 
have  up  to  the  time  for  taking  the  next  censut,  a 
vast  amount  of  population  more  than  by  the  role 
proposed  would  \k  estimated,  and  great  iojustice 
therefore  would  be  done  if  they  were  to  receive  by 
the  census  of  1830.  That  was  the  main  motive. 
It  was  from  a  disposition  to  effect  a  satisfactory 
adjustment  that  it  was  done;  for  ihe  new  States,  for 
the  reason  he  had  given,  were  entitled  to  something 
more  than  the  old— bat  whether  it  should  be  10  or 
131  per  cent,  would  be  a  subject  for  cousidera- 
tienj 

Mr.  Clit  of  Alabama  said  he  perfectly  under- 
stood the  Senator's  motive  in  the  matter  alluded  to, 
he  knew  it  was,  at  least  in  part,  on  account  of  the 
more  rapid  increase  of  population  in  the  new  than 
tht  old  Stales,  thatbe  proposed  to  allow  them  more 
than,  was  granted  by  the  compacts  for  their  admis- 
sion into  the  Union.  He  was  als»  satisfied  that  the 
sapte  inducement  for  the  discriminaiion  still  exist- 
ed, and  he  bsped  the  new  States  would  still  go  on 
increasing  in  population  in  the  same  ratio  they  had 
doite  unce  vtp  oensns  pf  1S30.    Mr.  C.  by  no 


means  objected  to  the  discrimination  in  their  favor 
—it  was  just  and  fair  not  only  on  the  ground  stated 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  bat  also  on  the  other 
'  ground  which  he  (Mr.CLA.r  ofJAlabama)  bad  alluded 
to.  Wh;.t  he  meant  to  say  was,  that  the  additional 
twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  could  as  properly 
be  allowed  to  the  new  Slates  under  the  bill 
of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  as  under 
that  of  Iht  Senator  from  Kentucky.  Under  the 
latter  the  deduction  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent, 
was  first  made  in  behalf  of  the  States  in  which  the 
lands  were  situated,  and  then  a  distribution  made  of 
the  remainder  amongst  all  the  States,  oii  terms  of 
equality.  So,  he  contended,  under  the  bill  ceding 
the  lands,  it  was  no  less  just  that  the  new  States 
should  be  allowed  the  adtiitional  twelve  and  a  half 
per  centum;  for  under  its  provisions,  too,  the  inha- 
bitants of  those  States  wonld  pay  all  the  money  for 
the  lands,  which  went  into  the  general  Treasury,  as 
well  as  increase  more  rapidly  in  population  than 
the  old  States;  and  although  it  was  not  divided 
amongst  the  several  States,  they  all  shared  in  it  as 
equally,  for  it  enured  to  their  common  benefit,  by 
exempting  them  proportionately  from  that  amount 
of  taxation.  What,  then,  Mr.  C.  asked,  will  be 
left  to  the  new  States,  above  the  payment  and  de- 
ductions stAiedl  Probably  not  more  than  five  per 
cent.  Then,  sir,  this  is  the  amount  of  the  sacrifice, 
tf  any,  that  is  proposed  by  the  bill  of  the  Senator 
from  South  CaroUna;  and  it  must  be  apparent  that, 
so  far  from  being  a  donation,  as  heretofore  alleged, 
it  is  a  sale,  and  for  an  adequate  consideration. 

I  am  aware,  Mr.  {'resident,  that  great  loss  has 
been  apprehended  in  another  respect.  It  is  as- 
sumed, in  the  first  place,  that  the  entire  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  millions  of  acres  intended  to  be 
ceded  are  worth,  and  will  ultimately  command  the 
present  minimum  price;  and,  in  the  next  place, 
that,  under  the  power  of  graduation,  the  Slates 
would  sell  them  greatly  b«low  their  value.  A  re- 
mark or  two  will  be  sufficient  to  show  that  both 
these  assumptions  are  erremeous.  It  is  altogether 
unfair  to  suppose  that  the  entire  <)iiantity  of  this 
land  wtmld  ever  be  sold  for  any  price;  and  it  is  still 
more  improbable  that  it  would  all  bring  (^1  25  per 
acre,  if  ever  sold.  tVe  know  from  the  official  do- 
cuments that  a  large  portion  of  it  has  been  in  mar- 
ket without  finding  a  purchaser  for  periods  of  fif- 
teen and  twenty  years,  and  some  of  it  thirty  and 
forty  years.  We  know,  too,  that  a  great  deal  of  it 
consists  of  mountains,  swamps,  and  pine  barrens, . 
that  would  never  command  ten  cents  an  acre:  in- 
deed, it  is  certain  that  some  of  it  would  never  be 
received  as  a  donation,  as  it  might  impose  on  the 
donee  the  responsibility  of  paying  taxes.  Very  lit- 
tle wonld  be  sold  annually;  and  I  am  safe  in  say- 
ing that  all  would  not  be  sold  in  a  century.  It  Is 
obvious  that  such  land,  as  I  have  truly  described 
much  of  it  to  be,  wonld  never  be  purchased  at  the 
minimum,  when  we  have  such  a  boundless  extent 
of  rich,  fresh  soil,  that  can  be  bought  at  the  same 
price. 

Another  condideration,  worthy  of  notice,  is.  the 
large  annual  expense  of  keeping  up  our  land  sys- 
tem— a  deduction  which  should  manifestly  be  made 
ta  determine  the  nelt  value  of  this  property.  The 
committee  which  had  the  subject  under  A>nstdera- 
tion  at  the  last  session,  taking  all  these  things  into 
view,  estimated  the  present  cash  value  of  ihs  whole 
at  i26,400,000- ,  They  also  went  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  land  might  all  be  sold  in  a  period  of 
eighty  years,  which,  as  I  have  already  intimated, 
was  going  too  far.  The  sum  of  twenty -six  millions 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at  six  per  cent,  in- 
terest, would  produce  $1,584,000  annually,  which 
in  eighty  years  vrould  amount  to  $126,720,000  in 
interest  alone;  added  to  the  principal  it  wonld 
make  the  aggregate  $153,120,000.  Thus  we  see 
that  this  apparently  i>mall  sum,  at  low  interest, 
would  almost  amount  to  the  average  of  one  dollar 
an  acre  within  the  time  stated.  An  average  of 
seventy-five  cents  an  acre,  which  is  above  all  rea- 
sonable expectaiion,  would  make  the  atgrrgate 
sum  receivad  amount  to  $120,000,000— being 
$6,720,000  below  the  interest  alone  on  the  snm  es- 
timated by  the  commillce.  It  is  then  manifest  that 
Ihe  op(l(nents  of  the  bill  have  ereaily  magnified 
and  overestimated  the  value  or  the  property  in 
qttestion.   It  wptild  be  ))etter  to  leoeiva  the  sam 


estimated  by  the  committee  now,  than  to  obtain  any 
probable  price  after  Ih^  lapse  of  so  manjj  years. 
As  to  the  apprehension  that ,  the  States  wonld  re- 
duce the  price  too  rapidly,  it  is  equally  unfounded. 
It  would  be  against  their  interest  to  do  so,  more  es- 
pecially if  iha  lands  were  as  valuable  as  gentlemen 
supposed;  and  they  would  b«  restrained  from  such 
a  cou<°se  by  the  restrictions  of  ihe  bill  on  their  pow- 
er of  graduation.  The  land  must  have  been  in 
market  unsold  ten  years  before  it  can  be  re- 
duced to  $1  an  acre;  it  must  then  remain  unsold,  at 
that  price,  five  years  longer,  before  it  can  be  re- 
duced to  seventy-five  cents;  and  the  reduction  of 
price  continues  in  that  ratio  every  additional  five 
years.  There  is  no  danger  of  loss  in  this  respect; 
the  objection  would  be  more  plausible,  that  the  re- 
duction of  price  is  too  slow,  and  postpones  too  long 
the  receipt  of  its  real  value. 

Sir,  another  objection  against  the  proposed  ees< 
sion  is  the  want  of  power.  Mr.  C.  atked,  caJi  this 
difficulty  be  seriously  entertained  by  those  wbo.have 
examined  the  subject}  Does  not  the  Constitution 
provide  that  "Congrcs  shall  have  power  to  dispose 
of  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations,  re- 
pecting  the  territory  or  other  property  of  the  United 
States?"  Regarding  the  cession  as  a  sale,  therd  can 
certainly  be  no  doubt,  whether  it  be  for  cash,  or  on 
credit;  for  we  have  given  our  sanction  to  both 
modes  in  practice.  Nor  can  it  be  denied,  that  we 
have  as  much  power  to  sell  to  States  as  to  indivi- 
duals. The  Constitution  does  not  prescribe  to 
whom,  nor  in  what  manner,  we  may  "dispose  of" 
"the  territory,  or  other  properly  of  the  United 
States,"  but  gives  us  a  broad  discretion  to  "make 
all  needful  rules  and  regnlaliAas"  respecting  it;  and 
we  have  exercised  it  in  almost  every  possible  man- 
ner by  sales  and  donations.  We  certainly  have 
power,  too,  to  employ  whatever  agent  we  may 
think  proper  in  the  disposition  of  the  public  pro- 
perty— a  State,  as  well  as  aii  individual — and  it  most 
be  admitted  there  is  more  safety  in  the  former,  than 
the  latter  kind  of  agency— by  the  one  we  have  lost 
nothing,  by  the  other  we  have  lost  millions. 

Again,  said  Mr.  C.  it  has  been  urged  against  Ibis 
bill  that  it  would  establish  the  relation  of  creditor 
and  debtor  between  the  General  Govemm^t  and 
the  new  Suies;  and  the  most  frightful  ccnsequenoes 
have  been  shadowed  forth  by  the  imaginations  of 
gentlemen  as  likely  to  result  from  it.  They  have 
told  08  that,  although  the  bill  did  not  make  a  do- 
nation in  terms,  that  owing  to  the  course  which 
the  States  would  pursue,  and  their  failure  to  com- 
ply with  the  conditions  of  their  compacts, 
it  would  become  so  in  efi'ec'.  Heart-burnings,  dis- 
content, aiid  even  the  danger  of  disunion,  had  been 
alluded  to  as  likely  to  flow  from  this  measure.  Mr. 
C.  said,  be  appealed  to  every  gentleman  to  say, 
whether  the  new  States  had  not  hitherto  observed 
their  compacts  with  the  General  Government?  He 
appealed  to .  every  honorable  Sjnator,  whether 
they  had  done  any.  thing  to  warrant  the  insinna- 
tioos  that  had  been  uttered  against  their  good  faith 
in  the  course  of  this  debate?  He  asked  on  what 
terms  the  new  States  had  been  admitted  into  the 
Union?  Go  to  thp.  acts  providing  for  their  admis- 
sion, and  you  will  find  they  were  required  to  pass  an 
ordinance,  irrevocable  without  the  consent  of  Con- 
greis,  disclaiming  all  right  and  title  to  the  waste 
and  unappropriated  lands  Ijing  wiihin  their  Kmitsj 
that  no  tax  »hall  be  imposed  on  lands  the  properly 
of  the  United  Sulef;  that  every  Uact  of  land  after- 
wards sold  by  the  Government  shall^remain  free 
from  taxation,  for  any  purpose  whatever,  for  the 
term  of  five  years  from  and  after  the  respective 
days  of  the  sale  thereof;  and  that  land  belonging 
to  non-residents  shall  never  be  taxed  higher  than 
those  of  resident  citizen?,  besides  other  condi- 
tions, which  need  not  be  recited.  These,  sir, 
were  some  of  the  conditions  extorted  from 
them  as  the  price  of  their  admission  into  ihe  Unon, 
notwithstanding  they  were  premised  admission  en  a 
footing  of  rerfect  equality,  in  all  the  rights  of  sove- 
reignty, freedom,  and  independence.  The  General 
Government  retained  the  power  to  sell  the  ui-ap- 
propriated  land  wiibiu  the  States,  and,  of  course, 
virtually  undertook  lo  perform  that  duty.  When 
was  this  to  be  done?— never?  Was  it  not  the  spirit 
of  the  compact,  that  it  was  to  be  done  in  a  reasona- 
ble time,  »nd  for  its  ftutvalae?   Th^ceitatat/ 
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eutnot  be  controTerttd;  for  it  euinot  be  snppoaad 
that  one  GoTenunent  would  willingly  agree  for  its 
domaia  t*  be  h«M  exempt  from  taxation  and  im- 
provement  inierminably  by  another.  Well,  sir, 
what  is  the  fair  valoe  of  property?  Is  it  the  price 
it  may  poasibly  command  a  quarter  or  half  centary 
hence?  or  is  it  not,  as  the  Senator  from  South  Ca- 
rolina [Mr.  Calbodn]  jtutly  remarked,  the  other 
day,  the  price  it  will  command  in  cash  at  the  pre- 
sent This  is  the  trne  lest  of  ralae,-  by  (he  com- 
mon coment  of  all  bufiness  men.  And  has- the  Ge- 
neral GoTernment  perfoimed  the  conditions  vf  this 
compact  according  to  its  spirit.  On  the  contrary, 
in  despite  of  the  memorials  which  have  been  sent 
here  annually  for  the  last  twelve  or  fifteen  years, 
by  the  Legislatures  and  the  people  of  the  new 
Stales,  appealing  to  yoor  justice,  and  call- 
ing on  yon  to  (nlfil  your  agreemenis,  btTe 
not  millions  of  acres  of  the  most  inferior  qua- 
lities been  held  up  from  sal: — some  twenty,  soma 
thirty  years,  and  some  still  lohger — because  it 
would  -net  command  the  same  price  yon  receive 
for  your  richest  allnvinl  soils?  Yes,  sir,  it 
is  undeniable:  and,  during  all  this  time,  those 
lands  have  remained  nnseitledr  unimproved,  un- 
productive, and  exempt  from  taxation.  Yet  every 
new  State  has  observed  go«d  faiih  in  the  petform- 
ance  of  the  conditions  imposed  on  her.  I  bq 
not  aware  of  a  single  violation  on  the  part  of  any 
one  of  them.  Is  not  this  a  sufficient  test  of  fideli^ 
to  satisfy  the  most  incredulous  and  skeptical?  And 
does  it  not  afford  an  unquestionable  gntranty  -that 
the  same  Governments  will  faithfully  perform 
whatever  they  undertake?  Sir,  sustained  by  such 
facts,  I  feel  warranted — nay  I  feel  called  npon,  to 
repel  the  unjustifiable  insinnations  which  have 
ben  been  made  against  them.  However,  to  obviate 
conclusively  any  objection  on  this  ground,  it  has 
been  suggested  by  a  fiiend  of  (he  bill,  [Mr.  Sz- 
viER,]  that  the  65  per  cent,  payable  to  the  United 
States,  shall  at  once  be  paid  by  the  purchaser  to 
to  an  officer  of  this  Gkivamment.  If  gentlemen 
think  it  safer  to  trust  individual  agenu,  when  they 
have  so  often  swindled  us,  rather  than  the  Slates 
which  never  have,  (and,  I  may  add,  never  wiH,)  be 
it  so — the  fViends  of  the  measure  will  cheerfnlly  ac- 
qniesee  in  the  modifieaticn. 

But,  sir,  the  bQl  itself  contains  the  best  answer 
to  thisobjeetion,and  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  It  provides,  "that  on  a  failure  to  comply 
with  any  of  the  above  conditions,  (ihose  before 
enumerated,)  or  a  violation  of  the  same,"  Ac.  (he 
cession  made  to  the  State  failing  to  comply,  &c. 
**8hall  thereby  be  rendered  null  and  void."  In 
this  provision  there  is  an  ample  remedy,  even  in 
the  event  any  one  of  ihe  States  should  tarnish  her 
escutcheon  by  a  breach  of  good  faith.  By  the 
same  clause  it  is  farther  declared,  that  "all  grants 
or  titles  thereafter  made"  by  such  State,  shall  be 
"null  and  void,  and  of  no  effect  whatever." 
Hence,  should  such  a  remote  contingency  happen, 
as  that  which  seems  to  be  apprebended.the  Judicia- 
ry would  have  jurisdiction;  and  could  peacefully 
and  rffeetually  settle  the  qaoAtion. 

Oentlemen  have  objected  to  the  inequality  with 
which  the  benefits  of  this  measure  would  be  dis- 
tributed amongst  the  different  States;  and  have 
have  dwell,  more  especially,  upon  the  small  qnan- 
titles  of  the  public  domain,  remaining  unsold 
in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  the 
large  qaanlities  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas:  thence, 
they  argne  that  the  latter  would  be  vastly  benefited 
while  the  former  would  b«  very  little.  Now,  sir, 
iliis  view  of  the  subject  is  evidently  founded  on  the 
idea  that  the  bill  proposes  donationis  and  not  sales 
to  the  Slates.  Enough  has  already  been  said  upon 
the  subject  to  satisfy  the  Senate  that,  if  the  Stales 
gain  any  thing  above  what  has  been  proposed 
in  other  schemes,  it  would  b«  but  a  paltry  diffe- 
rence. If  gentlemen  wish  to  expend  their  com- 
plaints and  animadversions  on  inequalities  amongst 
the  Stales,  I  would  turn  their  attention  to  a  more 
striking  class — to  tho«e  under  which  the  younger 
'  members  of  the  confederacy  now  labor.  Behold 
them,  sir,  not  only  without  ihc  power  to  sell  the  un- 
appropriated domain,  bat  cut  off  from  the  ordinary 
■morcfs  of  revenue,  without  the  power  to  lax, 
>■  some  insuncrs,  half  the  lands  within  their 
limits.  Let  them  bear  in  mind,  too,  that  this  state 
of  things  txiats  tinder  the  solgpn  dehlaration  by 


Congress  that  they  «hall  be,  and  that  they  have  all 
been  admitted  npon  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori- 
ginal States  in  all  respects  whatever.  How  long 
it  will  contimie  to  exist.  Heaven  only  knows^-but 
perhaps  interminably,  unless  the  price  shall  be 
graduated  according  tO  the  quality  of  the  soil.  Yet, 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  contider  the  General 
Government  at  having  been  wondrous  kind  to  Ihe 
new  Slates;  and  one  of  them  has  illustrated  his 
views  by  comparing  the  fotmer  to  a  kind  guardian, 
and  the  latter  as  its  wards.  Let  us  test  the  conduct 
of  the  General  Goyemment  by  tbejprinciples  appli- 
cable to  such  a  ease.  Suppose  a  gtiardian,  having 
possesjion  of  his  ward's  estate,  were  to  require  him 
to  surrender  a  portion  on  his  arrival  at  full  age,  as 
a  condition  precedent  to  his  enjoyment  of  the  ba- 
lance; would  it  not  be  regarded;»ima/aet«  as  a 
fraud?  Who,  as  a  judge  or  juror,  would  look  with 
any  forbearance  on  such  a  tramaciion?  And  is 
there  not  a  strong  analogy  between  such  a  case  and 
the  course  pursued  by  this  Government  as  their  po- 
litical guardian  toward  the  new  Slates,  npon  iheir 
admission  into  the  Union — when  they  are  required 
to  surrender  a  portion  of  their  sovereignly,  that 
they  may  enjoy  the  remainder. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C.  one  of  the  best  features  in  the 
measure  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, is  that  it  goes  further  than  any  other  hitherto 
offered  to  remove  speedily  the  just  complaint  of  in- 
jrqnalify,  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  to  place  the 
new  States,  in  truth  and  fact,  somewhat  on  an 
eqoal  fooling  with  ihe  older  members  of  the  Union. 
It  is  the  theory  of  our  system  that  the  Slates  shouM 
be  equal  in  sovereignty.  Under  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation they  bad  the  same  weight  in  Concrese — 
each  of  them  having  one  vote.  And  nnder  the 
existing  Constitution  the  principle  has  been  so  far 
preserved  that  they  all  stand  upon  a  footing  of  per- 
fect equality  in  the  Senate.  It  is  certainly  not  less 
just  that  they  should  have  eqaal  rights  of  sove- 
reignty within  their  own  limits.  If  they  cannot  be 
placed  on  that  footing  at  ence,  they  have  a  right  to 
claim  the  adoption  of  some  measure  which  will 
put  an  end  to  their  present  inequality  within  a  rea- 
sonable time. 

This  measure  should  be  acceptable  to  all  parties, 
more  especially  to  the  opponents  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, on  another  ground:  it  will  go  far  to 
diminish  Bxecniive  patronage,  against  which  we 
have  heard  such  repeated  denunciations  for  many 
years  past.  It  will  take  from  the  Execntive  the 
appointment  uf  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  re- 
gisters and  receivers,  and  six  surveyors  general, 
with  their  numerous  deputies  and  inbalterns,  now 
dispersed  throughout  the  new  Sutes,  at  an  annual 
expense  of  more  than  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. It  has  been  maintained  that  very  extensive 
and  dangerous  influence  has  been  exercised  through 
the  instrumentality  of  so  many  dependeol&;  and 
that  such  might  be  the  case,  may  be  readily 
imagined.  I  hope  Ihe  enemies  of  Execntive  patron- 
age wilt  avail  themselves  of  this  occasion  to  evince 
iheir  sincerity,  and  vole  for  a  proposition  which 
will,  lo  It  considerable  extent,  remedy  the  evil  of 
which  they  complain. 

The  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina a!80  chidletiges  the  ^upport  of  the  friends  of  re- 
Irenchment.  Independently  of  the  large  amount  of 
expendiinre,  which  I  have  already  noticed  as  inci- 
dent to  the  di-:tiict  land  offices,  and  the  other  nta- 
chinery  at  present  required  by  the  system,  we 
(hould  take  into  the  estimate  the  lime  which  is  oc- 
cupied at  every  session  of  Congress  in  the  (xmside- 
ration  of  the  nuroeroas  memorials,  claims,  and 
o'her  applications  connected  with  the  public 
lands.  The  committee  which  had  this  sub- 
ject before  ihem  at  the  last  session,  supposed 
that  the  passag«  of  the  bill  "would  probably 
diminish  the  business  of  Congress  a  third,  or  a 
fourth,  and  shorten  the  sessions  in  the  same  proprr- 
lion;"  and,  it  seems  lo  me,  the  experience  and  ob- 
servation of  every  gentleman  who  has  been  here 
for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years,  will  fully  sustain  ihat 
opinion.  And,  if  we  take  the  lowest  estimate  of 
the  committee,  is  it  not  apparent  that  it  wonld  save 
the  expenditure  of  several  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars annually?  Then,  sir,  it  is  a  retreoehmen^ea- 
sare,  and  we  have*  right  to  expect  the  support  of 
all  the  friends  of  economy  and  reform. 

•ir,  said  Mr.  G.  I  have  no  besitaney  In  givia 


my  preference  to  the  bill  of  the  Senator  from  Sonth 
Carolina  over  any  other  that  has  yet  been  submit- 
ted to  the  Senate.  The  people  of  the  Slates,  in* 
eluding  the  pnblic  land,  desire  the  privilege  of  pre- 
emption to  be  extended  to  the  enterprising  settler, 
who  goes  into  the  wilderness,  gives  it  die  imprest  of 
civilization,  and  renders  it  productive:  this  Mil  ent- 
braces  that  principle.  The  same  people  desire  the 
gradnatjaa  and  reduction  of  the  price  of  inferior' 
lands  which  have  been  in  market,  and  remained  an- 
sold,  ten,  twenty,  thirty,  and,  in  some  instances,  forty 
years,  that  they  may  find  purchasers  who  will  im- 
prove and  cultivate  them,  and  augment  the  r^ 
sources  of  their  States:  that  principle,  toOk  is  em- 
braced by  this  bill. 

They  are  unwilling  that  this  Grovemment  dioold 
continne  to  be  their  perpetual  landlord,  holding  vast 
domains  within  their  limils  exempt  from  taxation, 
and  yielding  nothing  for  their  benefit  or  that  of  tha 
Union.  Thry  wish  to  be  assured  of  some  prob*- 
bte  terminination  to  their  present  state  of  colonial 
dependence.  This  measure  responds  to  those  senti- 
menls.  If  it  should  become  a  law,  it  will  settle 
definitively  the  numerous,  intricate,  and  perplexing 
questions,  which  are  almost  incessantly  agitating 
the  councils  of  the  nation,  and  producing  (x^lision 
aiid  controversy  between  the  old  and  the  new  Statea^ 
I  submit  the  question  to  this  enlightened  body, 
whether  such  results  be  not  desirable.  The  har- 
mony of  the  Union  was  one  of  the  principal 
grounds  on  which  the  Stales  were  prened,  and 
npon  which  they  ultimately  agreed  to  surrender 
portions  of  their  tertitoritl  claims.  It  is  a  subject 
no  less  worthy  of  consideration  now;  and  most 
ever  be,  so  long  as  "the  siablity  of  the  general 
Confederacy"  remains  desirable. 

Sir,  I  will  detain  the  Senate  with  but  one  single 
further  remark.  Whatever  may  be  the  ultimate  por- 
pose  of  gentlemen,  in  regard  to  the  bill  offered  by  the 
Senator  Irom  Sonth  Carolina,  I  trust  they  will,  at 
least,  prefer  it  to  that  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, than  which,  in  my  opinion,  no  other  mea- 
sure has  ever  been  brought  forward  here  more  pre- 
judicial to  the  interests  of  the  new  States,  or  more 
dangerous  to  the  welfare  of  the  Union  itself. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  REYNOLDS, 

OP  lUJNOfS. 
In  the  Houte  ef  Rtjfirantidixea,  Deetmber  24, 1840— 
On  the  following  instructions  which  he  presented 
to  the  House:  '-That  the  Cammittee  on  die  Pub- 
lic Lands  report  a  bill  to  grant  proq>(e(<M  pre- 
emptions to  actual  settlers,  and  to  reduce  the 
price  to  settlers  according  lo  the  value  of  the 
land." 

tit.  REYNOLINS  having  the  floor,  said: 
Mb.  Spbaker;  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  my  '^eon- 
stitnenls"  to  present  this  subject  lo  the  House,  and 
to  the  people.  There  is  no  subject  that  is  so  inte- 
resting to  the  people  of  Illinois,  and  partienlariy 
to  the  district  in  that  State  which  I  have  the  honor 
lo  represent,  as  that  of  the  proper  disposition  of 
the  public  domain.  All  other  subjects  dwindle  into 
insignificance  in  comparison  with  this;  and  as  I  am 
well  acquainted  with  the  feelings,  wani^  and 
wishes,  of  the  people  I  represent,  on  this  subject,  I 
would  be  derelict  in  my  duty  to  them,  and  be  nn- 
worthy  of  the  (high  trust  which  they  have  reposed 
in  me,  were  I  to  remain  inactive  on  this  subject  at 
this  or  any  other  session  of  Congres*.  I  am  well 
ttvare  that  this  subject,  with  many  members  in  this 
House,  is  extremely  unpopular.  Many  persons  i^ 
siding  in  thq  old  States,  and  perhaps  some  members 
in  this  House,  consider  the  public  lands  belongii^ 
to  ihem,  as  much  se  as  their  own  planladons  on 
which  they  reside.  To  such  people  as  tlu$t,  I 
wonld  be  pleased  to  speak.  Reason  and  facts 
wonld  convince  them  that  they  are  in  an  error. 
They  are  laboring  under  a  misapprehension  of  the 
subject  These  lands  were  ceded  to  ihe  General 
Government  at  a  time  when  the  nation  was  em- 
barrassed with  a  pnblic  debt,  occasioned  by  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  They  were  acquired  prin- 
cipally to  relieve  the  country  from  this  embarrass- 
ment, and  to  settle  and  improve  them,  as  other 
sections  of  the  Union.  That  these  lands  were  ac- 
quired principally  to  lecnra  the  payment  of  the 
great  national  debt  existing  at  that  time  against  die 
Govenunent,  is  established  by  the  following  reaola- 
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tioo,  or  Ml  of  the  old  Congiess,  which  pasted 
Hpiil,  1784: 

"JtMc&ed,  That  the  same  sab]ect  (the  cession  of 
iie  pabiic  lands)  be  again  presented  to  the  atten- 
ien  ofibesald  States — that  they  be  nrged  to  cojui- 
ler  tint  ike  war  is  now  brought  to  a  happy  tenqi- 
lation,  by  the  personal  services  of  oar  soldiers,  the 
applies  of  property  by  our  citizens,  aod  loans  of 
nosey  from  them,  as  well  as  foreigners.  These  se- 
'eral  creditors  have  a  right  to  expect  that  fands 
hall  be  provided  on  which  they  may  rely  for  in- 
lemniSeatioo;  that  Congress  still  think  that  vscant 
irritory  is  an  important  resource,  and  that  there- 
ore,  the  said  States  be  earnestly  pressed,  by  imme- 
iate  and  liberal  cessions,  to  forward  these  neces- 
uy  end*,  and  to  promote  the  harmony  of  the 
rnion." 

This  poUic  domain  was  never  designed  by  iheori- 
inaleoniraciing  parties,  or  by  the  aem  of  cession,  to 
ecome  the  private  property  of  individuals  or  indivi- 
oal  States,  They  were  acquired  for  two  great  objecls; 
rst,  to  secure  the  national  debt,  and  in  the  next 
lace  to  improve  and  settle  them  by  the  American 
eople.  One  great  object  of  their  acquisition  being 
ccomplished— the  payment  of  the  national  debt — , 
ley  are  nov  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  disposel' 
r  them  as  they  may  deem  jost  and  proper  to  ad- 
ince  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 
[Ut.  EvcRKTT  having  called  Mr.  Retmolds  to 
rder,  the  Sfeiker  observed  that  be  was  not  oat 
f  order,  and  that  he  was  At  liberty  to  proceed.] 
Mr.  B.  said  :  I  knew  well  that  the  gentleman 
om  Vermont  desires  every  thing  to  be  in  strict 
rder  and  form.  I  complain,  not  of  tbi.°.  This 
[act  adherence  of  technical  order  and  ferm  is 
>rn  with  some  individuals.  On  those  principles 
r  which  the  gentleman  ptofesses  so  mnch  attach- 
eat,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  convince  him  that  I  am 
;ht,  and  that  he  will,  in  the  end,  support  my  pro- 
eition.  ' 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  consider  I  am  in  duty  bound  to 
f  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  and  to 
Is  Hoase,  that  I  mean  no  disrespect  to  the  cotn- 
ittee  by  moving  and  advocating  these  inslruc- 
ns.  Saeh  inslractions  are  not  aneommon.  It 
iqaently  becomes  necessary  to  move  and  adopt 
;m.  I  deem  it  necessary  and  proper  on  this  oc- 
sion.  The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  have 
d,  to  my  knowledge,  on  former  occasions,  and 
doubt  have  now,  numberless  memorials  and  re- 
otioos  submitted  to  them  on  the  subject  of  tbe 
blic  lands,  and  tbe  tame  permitted  to  remain 
th  them  without  action.  I  pretend  net  to  say 
s  wiH  be  the  case  at  this  session;  yet,  at  any  rate, 
this  is  aa  interesting  subject,  I  deem  it  my  duly 
present  it  to  the  House  in  tkis  numtur,  and  at  this 
rly  period  of  the  session.  I  have  been  laboring 
th  assiduity  to  obtain  an  opportunity  to  present 
the  House  a  bill  with  the  foUewing  title,  to  wit: 
.  bill  to  grant  prospective  pre-emptions  to  settlers, 
1  to  reduce  tbe  price  of  the  public  lands  to 
tiers  according  to  the  value  of  the  lands;" 
t  cannot  succeed  as  yet.  I  was  prevented  once 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  BAaNARo.] 
is  be  had  a  right  to  do,  and  of  which  I  complain 
.  He  wishes  to  debate  a  proposition,  and  be  can, 
I  know  well,  make  an  excellent  wriUen  speech. 
These  are  the  reasons  which  induced  me  to  move 
le  insimction!>,  and  which  will  be  satisfactory,  I 
>e,  to  the  House  and  tbe  committee  ' 
There  are  two  propositions  contained  in  these 
ractions — one  for  protftetivt  pre-emptions,  and 
otber  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands  to 
lers  according  to  the  value  cf  the  land.  The 
ions  modes  and  manner  of  oanying  out  these 
positions  are  left  t«  the  judgment  and  discretion 
tbe  committee.  Toe  principles  of  these  m«a- 
ra  I  wish  to  see  settled  at  once  by  the  House. 
t  is  not  strange  or  anreasonable  that  my  consti- 
tls  and  myself  feel  snch  a  deep  interest  and  ez- 
ne  anxiety  on  this  subject.  Suppose  the  old 
tes  were  prevented  from  taxing  the  soil 
bin  their  limits,  and  weie  even  compelled 
i£k  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
mission  to  locale  a  road  within  iheir  limits 
the  public  lands.  What  would  their  people 
inemt>crs  say  on  the  occasioni  Would  not 
r  members  laboring  under  this  oppression  raite 
amor  in  this  Honse,  that  coold  not,  and  ought 


not  to  be  resisted?  Suppose,  by  some  act,  I  will 
not  say,  wise  or  unwise,  the  Bay  State,  for  example, 
had  bartered  off  her  sovereign  power  to  tax  her  soil, 
and  nevertheless  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the 
country  had  guarantied  to  her  at  the  same  time 
that  she  should  remain  in  the  Union,  "having  the 
the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  ind»' 
pehdence  as  the  other  Slates."  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, would  her  citizens  ^r  representatives 
in  Congress  remain  silent  and  satisfied  spectators 
of  their  own  dependence  and  vassalagel  I  pre- 
tend not  to  say  they  would  violate  their  honor  and 
honesty  in  mUl{fying  the  act  that  caused  their  de- 
gradaiioB;  bat  I  do  say  they  would  try  all  honora- 
ble means.te  relieve  thar  country  from  Ikii  condi- 
tion, and  place  themselves,  as  the  God  of  nature 
had  done,  on  an  equal  fooling  with  the  test  of  the 
American  people,  and  tbe  American  States. 

This  equality  of  condition  and  standin;  with 
the  original  States,  is  all  I  as|c  for  my  constilnentr, 
and  I  ask  it  to  be  granted  to  them  on  honorable 
and  honest  principles.  Their  rights  on  this  sub- 
ject are  bas^d  on  tbe  fair  and  honest  construction 
of  the  original  cession  acts, ,  and  the  equitable 
and  common  sense  understanding  of  the  pledges 
of  the  Oeneral  Qovermnent,  given  in  various  acts 
of  Congress. 

In  the  cession  act  of  Virg'mia  is  contained  this 
provision:  "That  the  States  so  formed  shall  be 
distinct  Republican  States,  and  admitted  members 
of  the  Federal  Union,  having  the  same  rights  of  so- 
vereignty, freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  other 
States." 

The  following  is  the  provision  contained  in  the 
act  or  "resolve"  of  Congress  of  March,  1784,  to 
wit:  "Which  S:ates  diall  hereafter  become  mem- 
bers of  Ibe  Federal  Union,  and  have  the  same 
rights  ef  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence, 
as  ihe  original  States."    . 

This  extraordinary  provision  is  contained  in  the 
act  of  Congress  of  18ih  April,  1818,  authoriziDg 
the  Territory  of  Illinois  to  form  a  State  Govern- 
ment,  to  wit:  "And  the  said  State,  when  formed, 
thai!  he  admitted  into  the  Union,  on  the  same  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects  what- 
ever." 

Giving  Ihe  cession  act,  and  the  several  acts  of 
Congress  on  this  subject,  a  fair  and  equitable  con- 
slrnction,  what  will  be  the  conclusioni  Will  any 
candid  man  believe  that  Ihe  Stale  of  Virginia— a 
State  that  has  been  so  signally  characterizes  for  her 
liberality  and  enlightened  policy— had  ihe  least  in- 
tention, at  the  time  she  made  this  liberal  and  gene- 
rous cession  of  the  Northwestern  Territory  to  the 
(jteneral  Ooverament,  that  the  States  formed  in  this 
terriuiry  should  be  on  a  dependent  and  i^trml  footo 
Jog  with  "the  original  Sut«."  If  the  policy  of 
Viigiaia  had  -been  as  oppressive  as  that  practised 
by  the  General  Government  on  ihe  new  States, 
Kentucky  would  not  yet  have  finished  payiog  for 
her  lands.  If  this  were  the  policy,  the  people  of 
Kentucky  would  have  been  compelled  to  pay  (or 
their  lands,  as  thoce  States  north  of  the  Ohio  river 
have  to  do  at  this  time. 

It  cannot  admit  of  a  doubt,  because  the  expres- 
sion is  clear  and  explicit  to  the  contraiy,  and  the 
fair  and  honest  coDttruciion  of  tbe  ac's  of  Con- 
erress  will  also  compel  us  to  come  to  the  same  con- 
clusion. 

It  is  a  fundamental  principle  laid  down  by  the 
most  enlightened  and  intelligent  statesmen  and 
law  writers,  that  a  sovereign  State  or  Government 
has  no  power  to  deprive  itself  of  any  of  its  essen- 
tial attributes  of  sovereignty.  Any  alienation  of 
the  sovereignly  of  a  Government  which  would  de- 
prive that  Goveinmentof  iisordirary  actioa  for  the 
good  of  the  people,  would  be  null  and  vi  id.  The  rights 
of  eminent  imruun  must  be  preserved  in  a  State,  or 
else  it  wonid  cease  to  be  a  Government  of  such 
sovereign  power  as  would  enable  it  to  act  for  the 
good  of  the  people. 

The  taxinst  power  in  all  Govemmen's  is  an  es- 
sential attribute  of  sovereignly,  and  falls  most 
manifestly  within  the  above  rule.  The  conclusion 
eannoi  be  re^iited,  that  any  act  by  Which  a  so- 
vereign Slate  is  deprived  of  the  taxieg  power,  is 
null  and  void. 

If  the  Slate  of  Illinois  were  to  levy  a  tax  on  all 
the  lands  within  Ihe  limits  of  the  Stale,  tbe  subject 


of  the  soTcreignty  of  tbe  State  would  thereby  be 
presented  to  this  nation  in  an  aiUtnde,  wbica,  in 
my  humble  judgment,  would  secure  success  to  th* 
State.  1^  reasonable  and  common  sense  con- 
struction of  the  doctiine  of  Sute  rights,  would  al- 
so fninishan  argument  in  favor  of  the  State,  that 
would  be  unanswerable  and  irresistible.  This  ap- 
pendage to  the  General  Governmcnt,of  our  sinpen- 
dous  land  system,  weighs  like  a  mill  stone  around 
the  neck  of  the  States.  It  is  giving  the  General 
Qovernmoit  a  pairoLage  which  the  fiamers  of  our 
Constitution  never  intended;  and  the  sooner  the 
Government  can  be  released  from  it,  on  equitable 
principles,  the  better  for  the  whole  nation. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  the  above,  I  have  no  idea 
that  the  State  of  Illinois  will  adopt  any  policy  in - 
relation  to  this  subject  that  will  be  harsh  or  ancon- 
stitntional.  They  have  confidence  in  the  honesty  . 
and  integrity  of  the  American  -people,  and  will  wait 
for  Ihe  ordinary  action  of  the  Government  to  dp 
ihem  justice.  The  people  of  Illinois  regard  toe 
peace  and  harmony  of  the  Union  above  all  earthly 
considerations,  and  will,  under  the  influence  of 
this  reason,  retain  themselves  within  the  bounds  of 
moderation,  and  a  proper  regard  for  self-govern- 
ment. Nevertheless,  under  these  circumstances, 
and  having,  as  they  believe,  justice  and  the  laws 
of  the  land  on  the  side  of  the  people,  is  it  strange 
or  unreasonable,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  they  ohould 
feel  a  great  anxiety  on  thi)  subject,  and  shoqld  de- 
sire the  subject  to  be  urged  on  the  consideration  of 
Congress  at  all  suitable  and  ptoper  times  and  oc- 
casions.. 

Were  the  people  of  the  new  States  to  take  fire 
for  their  rights,  as  the  Southerners  do  when  an 
Abolition  petition  is  seen  wiihin  the  walls  of  this 
Capitol,  this  land  subject  would  have  been  settled 
long  since.  Were  a  convention  cf  all  the  new 
States  assembled,  and  make  it  a  common  cause 
among  themselves  as  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Proppit 
of  Indiana]  suggested  the  other  day,  the  subject 
would  by  these  means  be  quieted  down,  and  juitice 
done  us.  This  mode  of  assembling  together  is 
proper  and  constitutional;  and  if  justice  be  not  done 
the  new  States,  I  hesiute  not  to  say  it  will  be  re- 
sorted to.  Yet,  in  Llinols,  it  will  be  satisfactory  . 
to  the  people  at  the  present  time,  as  far  as  I  am 
advised,  to  have  the  lands  reduced  in  price  accord- 
ing to  their  value,  and  sold  under  tbe  prospective 
pre-emption  system. 

There  can  be  nothing  more  just  and  equitable 
for  both  the  General  and  State  Gcvemmenta  than 
the  permanent  establishment  of  pro>pteHve  pre- 
emptions. In  the  first  place,  they  are  to'  be  con- 
fined to  a  limited  and  small  quantity  of  the  public 
domain,  to  wit:  oae  quarter  section.  This  quanti- 
ty will  aflforti  a  man  in  moderate  circomsiancea  a 
small  farm  on  which  to  settle  himself  and  to  raise 
bis  family.  In  the  next  place,  it  is  confined  to  the 
actual  settler  and  to  none  others.  This  is  also  just 
and  proper;  as  the  country  is  then  settled  and  im- 
proved, and  the  public  lands  not  squandered  ofT  to 
non-residents  and  specniators.  And,  in  tbe  third 
place,  the  revenue  ol  the  Government  is  not  in- 
jured, but  improved. 

Tbe  following  exhibit  from  the  General  Land 
Ofliee  shows  Ihe  amount  of  sales  from  Isi  July, 
1838,  to  30lh  November,  and  Ihc  average  price  per 
acre.  So  it  will  be  seen  that  tbe  lands  sold  at  a 
very  small  fraction  more  than  the  minimum  pre  tmp- 
Heit  price:  


Land  DnUicUin  lUinoit. 


Amount  of  »cro«  and  pur- 
clmw  money  from  lal  Ju- 
ly, 1833,  to  30ih  Not.  1810. 


gbawuMlown, 

EdwardiTilli, 

Kukukia,] 

raloUne, 

SprinflBeW, 

Vanduia, 

DanTilla, 

aulncy, 

Chicago 

Galena,  (now  DlxoD,) 


Ajgregalaa, 


Averaga  . 

pricapr. 

acre. 


I«3,04a89 
99,74&85 
242,034 -S3 
26I,33a6S 
96.4ea07 
301,276.12 
•9,209.88 
2l4,a4«>00 
383,677.49 
210,7(0.01 


2^101,946.49 


^u^fjiriis:  '"'•^^  -'^'^^d  tK  Li^oc  g  Ic 


•207,600  M 
124,682  46 
3(«,W1I 

121,170  8(i 
377,864  66 
86,692  46 
268,21)0  14 
6ir,7!8  74 
3181461  18 


•2,671,746  76 


•127  3 
1  2B0 
1  250 
1  250 
1  266 
1  2B4 
I  261 
t  261 
1349 
1260 


•1271 
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Pre-emption  Law — Mr.  Reynelde. 

R.  of  Rept. 

Hie  additional  settlement  and  improTcment  of 
the  ooantry  by  meanajof  these  pre-emptions,  woald 
inorease  Uie  sales  of  the  public  lands  with  macb 
more  advantage  to  the  rerenne  than  the  small  loss 
of  a  fraction  of  a  ftv  cents  per  acre  wonid  injare  it. 

PK-emptions  have  been  found  just  and  eqaitable. 
The  Ooremment  bas  so  considered  it,  as  we  see, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  thai  policy  has  prevailed  nntil  it 
bas  ripened  into  a  system.  Yet,  what  is  strange, 
the  troable  and  expense  of  granting  temporary  pre- 
emptions have  beea  conlioned  in  Congress  to  the 
present  time.  The  prttptctite  syst«m  which  I  have 
proposed  in  (he  instructions,  is  much  better  than 
the  other,  in  every  respect.  It  will  be,  amongst 
other  things  a  great  saving  to  the  Ooremment  to 
cease  legislating  on  the  subject,  and  at  the  same 
.time  It  will  secure  certainty  and  stability  to  the  ac- 
tual settler.  The  time  can  be  allowed  for  one  or 
two  years  from  and  after  the  time  the  improve- 
ments and  settlements  are  made,  so  that  the  pre- 
emplor  can  remkin  secure  and  in  peace  on  his  im- 
provement nntil  the  time  expires.  In  that  time, 
the  cultivator  will  be  enabled  to  procure  the  neces- 
sary amount  vi  money  to  purchase  his  farm.  This 
will  increase  the  settlement  of  the  country,  and  at 
the  same  time  increase  also  the  revenue  arising 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  astonished  to  find  so  many 
individuals  in  the  old  States,  who  are  utterly  op- 
posed to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  iheiryounger 
sisters  in  the  Confederacy.  Hie  whole  Union 
is  composed  of  th6  same  common  people,  and  each 
ought  to  be  preud  of  the  growth  and  prosprrity  of 
the  others.  This  is  the  case  of  many  of  the  liberal 
I  and  enlightened  citizens  of  the  Union  r  but  the  cold 
and  benighted  policy  of  some  is  to  retard  and  pre- 
vent the  increase  of  wealth  and  population  of  the 
new  States.  They  say,  the  new  States  drain  the 
wealth  and  population  from  the  parent  stock,  and 
thereby  become,  in  a  short  lime,  mighty  empires. 
Moreover,  the  strange  and  unfounded  assertion  is 
made,  that  it  is  by  the  liberal  and  enlightened  po- 
licy of  the  Oeneral  Oovernment,  that  new  States 
grow  and  prosper  in  such  an  unparalleled  ibanner. 

"Mark  now,  how  plain  a  tale  shall  pat  these 
assertions  down." 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  true,  that  no  country  on 
the  globe  has  prospered,  and  increased  in  wealth 
and  pepalation  in  such  extraordinary  manner,  as 
the  Stale  of  Illinois  has  done  within  a  few  years  past. 
The  great  increase  of  the  popular  vote  given  at  the 
Presidential  election  in  November  last,  was  as- 
tonishing to  the  people  of  the  State,  as  well  as  to 
those  out  of  it.  It  amounted  to  ninety-three  thou- 
sand and  thirteen  votes.  The  reason  of  all  this  is* 
not  what  Congress  has  done  for  the  State;  but  is  to 
the  action  of  an  infinitely  higher  power  that  we 
ascribe  the  cause  of  oar  prosperity  and  happiness. 
It  is  the  natural  fertility  of  the  soil,  the  great 
number  of  navigable  streams  surrounding  and  in- 
tsrsecting  the  State  in  all  directions,  and  the  conge- 
nial and  salabrious  climate  of  the  Couniiy,  that 
have  all  conspired  to  render  this  State  the  most 
desirable  residence  for  the  masses  of  mankind  of 
any  other  country  on  earth.  I  may  add  further, 
that  our  State  has  nut  only  these  advantages,  bat 
is  located  on .  the  shore  cf  one  of  the  great  inland 
seas,  and  has,  with  these  facilities,  the  means  ol 
eariying  her  products  to  either  the  Southern  or 
Northern  markets  in  a  few  days.  One  more  fact, 
and  then  the  whole  foundation  of  our  growth  and 
prosperity  is  exhibited  to  the  world;  and  that  is  that 
<  no  in  voluntary  servitude"  does  exist  in  our  Sotte. 

It  mnst  aljo  be  tecollected  that  the -whole  valley 
of  the  Mississippi  presents  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  fertile  regions  of  coantry  on  the  gl«be.  It  is 
almost  three  thoQ.' and  milts  in  diameter  in  every 
direction,  and  iis  fertility  unequalled.  This  whole 
region  is  fast  filling  np  with  population  and  wealth, 
and  DO  earthly  power  can  arrest  it.  The  die  is 
cast;  the  old  States  mnst  surrender  at  the  discretion . 
of  jtAiet  in  a  f<w  years.  When  the  old  States  are 
•m  filled  np  to  overflowing  with  their  hardy  working 
pepalation,  and  their  workshops  and  factories  are 
crowded  so  as  to  injare  and  oppress  the  inmates, 
then  we  will  give  ihem  a  beany  welcome  in  the 
Weal,  and  place  .them  in  prosperity  on  the  patrimo- 
|U«1  estate  of  the  nation. 


Let  us  turn  our  attention  to  the  subject,  and  see 
what  Congress  has  done  for  Illinois.  It  is  true 
that  Congress  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  permit 
US  to  reinain  in  the  Union;  and  this  i^  about  all  the 
blessings  we  have  received,  as  far  as  my  recollec- 
tion serves  me,  from  that  qaarter.  We  have  had 
granted  to  us  some  of  our  mm  soil,  which  was 
appropriated  either  for  national  objects,  or  to  en- 
hance the  value  of  the  rest  of  the  public  lands,  and 
to  expedite  the  sales  of  the  same.  And  in  return, 
what  have  we  done?  Toe  people  in  the  West  found 
the  ccnntry  a  wilderness,  inhabited  and  surround- 
ed by  savages.  With  labor  and  hardship,  perse- 
vering thi-ough,  and  overcoming  all  perils  and  dan- 
gers, they  improved  the  country,  and  reclaimed  it 
from  its  original  wild  state.  This  was  no  easy 
matter  to  accomplish.  Many  of  the  best  men,  and 
the  most  choice  spirits,  perished  in  the  progress  of 
the  work.  Sickness,  and  the  danger  of  the  Indian 
enemy,  were  frequently  visited  on  the  pioneers  of 
the  West;  and,  on  many  occasions,  death  was  the 
result.  While  the  people  of  the  West  were  expe- 
riencing all  these  hardships  and  privations  in  set- 
tling and  improving  the  coantry,  the  other  class  of 
citizens  in  the  old  Spates  was  enjoying  the  blessings 
and  luxaries  of  a  civilized  life,  sorrounded  with  all 
the  comforts  and  enjoyments  of  which  man  is  sas- 
eeptible.  With  our  enterprise  and  labor  we  have 
made  roads,  public  and  private  improvements 
throughout  the  country;  so  that  by  oar  work' 
hardships,  peril,  aird  toil,  we  have  given  to 
the  public  lands  almost  all  the  value  they  pos- 
sess. What  bas  been  the  consequencel  Lands  be^ 
ing  thus  made  valuable,  were  purchased  with  rapi. 
dity;  almost  all  the  money  in  circulatioii  in  the 
State  was  paid  into  the  land  off  ces,  and  scarcely 
one  dollar  of  it  ever  returned  Very  rarely  has 
there  been  any  disbursements  of  the  pablie  money 
on  .national  works  or  otherwise  in  the  State. 
Heavy  drains  of  money  oat  of  the  c«antry, 
and  no  return,  is  the  policy  under  which  we  have 
been  laboring  in  Illinois  for  many  years.  It  is  the 
great  natural  advantages  of  the  Country  that  has 
sosiained  us  under  these  circumstances,  and  not 
the  liberality  or  generosity  we  have  experienced 
from  the  General  Government. 

The  following  exhibit  from  the  Oeneral  Land 
Office  will  show  the  amount  oT  moneys  received 
from  the  State  of  Illiasis  for  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  within  her  limits: 

'  Payments  into  the  Tlreasary  from  siles  in  Illi- 
nois/ram  (&<  c«mmmttmtM<tftkt»(Hatio 
31  Dec.  1834  -  -  |3,5I9,268  78 

1835  -     -       3.461.125  03 

1836  -     •       3,705.013  93 

1837  -     -       1,075,239  73 

1838  •     -        818.923  32 

1839  -     •       1,460,525  65 
30Sep.l840     •     -        528,883  01 

|I3  568,979  45 


The  above  large  amount  of  money  was  paid  by 
the  citizens  «f  Illinois  to  sustain  the  Tiea«uiy  *f 
the  United  States,  where,  at  the  same  time,  the  ci- 
tizens of  the  old  States  paid  not  one  cent  into  the 
Tteamry  under  a  similar  system  of  taxation.  We 
consider  it  nnjust  to  be  taxed  for  our  lands  when 
the  citizens  of  the  old  Stales  had  their  lands  for 
liitle  or  nothing.  Nevertheless,  I  am  not  di>poecd 
to  array  in  hostile  altitude  one  section  of  the  Union 
aeainst  another.  Justice  will  be  done  as.  We 
have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  honesty  and  in- 
telligence of  the  American  people.  Time  and  in- 
vestigation will  do  justice  on  the  occtision,  and  that 
is,  in  fact,  all  that  we  in  the  least  de«ire  on  this  or 
any  other  subject. 

The  pre-emption  laws  are  for  the  peculiar  bene- 
fit of  the  poor  man;  and  I  hope,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
the  party  all  over  the  Union,  who  have  figured  so 
conspicuously  and  with  such  sacoess,  in  the  recent 
campaign  of  log  cabins  and  coon  skins,  will  now 
come  to  the  relief  of  the  tenants  of  log  cabins,  and 
carry  out  in  praet<ee  their  professions.  In  the 
heart  of  the  city  of  Jf  ew  Orleans  is  a  log  cabin, 
decorated  in  the  usual  i^tyle,  with  coon  skins  and  a 
rsnoe  on  top;  one  in  Mobile,  and  one  in  this  city. 
Thes*  cabins,  with  a  thousand  others  over  the 
Union,  stand  ts  so  muy  moaumeiits  of  frtfrnti 


friendship  and  attachment  for  the  poor 
These  demonttratioos  cannot  be  dnied,  «ad  the 
poor  man  will  expect  the  party  who  bav«  promised 
so  much  in  this  manner,  to  redeem  their  pledges. 
A  failure  to  perform  now,  in  grantiiig  the  |M«-emp- 
lion  rights,  will  be  considered  by  the  nal  lag  csMt 
(enmtt  as  abusing  their  confidence. 

It  is  so  manifestly  ja.st  and  right  in  all  reqxels 
to  grant  jntpetlvee  pre-emptions,  that  I  will  sal«iit 
the  subject  to  the  House,  and  examine  ia  a  very 
brief  manner  the  other  proposition — the  redaction  of 
tbeprice  of  the  public  lands  according  to  their  valne. 

Tbis  proposition  appears  so  8elf.evident  to  the 
comprehension  of  all  mankind,  and  is  so  intimately 
connected  with  the  plain  principles  of  common 
sensej'wbich  are  recognised  by  the  whole  mass  of 
the  people,  that  it  seems  to  me  it  needs  no  elaeida- 
tion  whatever.  All  I  wish  is  for  the  land  to  be 
sold  according  to  its  value;  and  that,  too,  to  aebtd 
settlers  in  limited  parcels. 

It  is  freqaently  stated  that  the  whole  eoantiy 
West  is  fertile,  and  that  the  minimwD  price  is  cbeap 
for  the  worst  quality  of  these  lands.  This  is  a  mis- 
apprehension of  facts.  Although  there  are  great 
quantities  of  good  land  in  the  West,  yet  in  many 
of  the  new  States  and  Territories  there  is  also  mach 
of  an  inferior  quality,  which  is  almost  entirely 
valueless.  In  some  of  these  States  and  Territories 
there  are  barren  mountains,  and  in  others  swamps 
and  inundated  lands  near  the  great  rivers.  These 
are  not  common;  but  when  they  do  exist  it  is  just 
and  right  that  this  inferior  quality  of  land  »hoBld 
be  sold  as  well  as  the  other,  so  that  settlements  may 
be  formed  throughont  the  whole  country.  To 
(eftle  and  improve  the  country  was  one  of  the  stipo- 
lations  ot  the  Government,  when  it  acquired  this 
territory,  and  to  carry  oat  this  policy  is  the  honest 
performance  of  the  contract. 

The  transactions  of  the  Government  in  relation 
to  the  public  soil  must  be  regulated  by  the  common 
sense  course  observed  amongst  mankind.  There 
can  be  no  mystery  or  miracle  practised  by  the  Oo- 
vernment so  as  to  sell  the  pabUc  lands  different,  or 
adverse  to  the  common  sense  of  the  people.  Let 
OS  test  the  subject  before  us  with  the  notions  and 
actions  of  business  men.  Snppose  an  individoal 
has  articles  to  sell — land  if  you  pleaso— and  he  it 
in  truth  and  in  fact  desirous  to  make  sales,  having 
need  for  the  money,  and  not  at  all  wanting  the 
article  which  he  has  for  sale,  as  it  is  with  the 
ease  of  the  United  States.  After  offering  the  arti- 
cle, or  land,  forareaioiuiire  time,  at  pnblic  atiction, 
and  at  private  sale,  and  finds  no  pnichasers,  what 
does  he  do?  It  requires  no  hoak  tivettio*  to  say 
what  to  do.  He  reduces  the  price,  and  reduces 
until  a  sale  is  effected.  It  is  not  the  seller  alone 
that  regalates  prices,^it  is  the  gsneral  eenae  of  man- 
kind in  relation  to  money,  which  is  the  standard 
that  fixes  the  prices  of  all  things.  Therefore  the 
Government  alone  has  no  power  to  fix  an  arbitra- 
ry price  on  the  pnblic  lands  higher  than  pnblie 
opinion  will  justify,  and  that  too  under  the  agree- 
ment entered  into  at  the  time  these  lands  were 
ceded  to  the  United  Slates.; 

It  will  be  reon,  by  the  following  table  fk-om'the 
General  Land  Office,  the  lime   the   pablie  lands 
have  been  in  market  in  Illinois: 
Land$  remaining  vnioU  in  iUitiob  •«  Ikt  20tk  li 

June,  1 840,  that  inert  braugkt  into  marlrct,  or  ^tni 

at  public  saXe,  during  thefoUtinngptiioit,  vis: 

ACTM. 

FromSOth  Juno,  1805,  to  3eiIiJuMi,lS10l  •  -  70,837 

"     30di  June,  18IS,  to  30(h  Jsne,  1890,  -  -  i,S10,4aB 

•'     SOih  June,  1820,  to  30U)  June,  1825,  -  -  SmUMI 

"     30Ui  June,  1826, 10  aOtliJiiae,  1830,  .  I  0S4,99( 

•<     30Ui  June,  1830,  to  30th  Jane,  1835,  •  .  1,913181 

••    30ih  June,  1836,  to  aoih  Juno,  1840,  ■  .  3,3S7,5« 


•       13.! 

It  appears  from  the  above  tffieitl  statement,  that 
a  considerable  qaanttty  of  land  has  remained  in 
market,  in  Illinois,  for  thirty-five  years.  These 
lands  have  remained  in  market  fer  sale  for  more 
than  half  the  period  of  our  national -existence,  and 
are  yet  "unsold  in  Illinois  on  the  30th  of  June, 
1840 1"  Is  this  complying  with  the  fair  and  eqaita- 
ble understanding  of  the  contract  made  at  the  lime 
these  lands  were  acqoiredt  These  lands  remain  in 
the  bands  of  the  Government  unsettled  and  unim- 
proved, to  the  great  injary  of  the  coantry. 

I  may  further  add,  that  the  Govemmeni  euak 
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H.  of  Reps. 


la  need  of  the  procMds  cf  the  sales  of  these  lands. 
Bj  a  fair  and  reasonable  Rdnction  -ol  ibe  price 
these  lands  would  sell;  and  thereby  iheTieasaiy  at 
ihe  United  States  be  improved  and  benefited. 

In  every  possible  bearing  of  this  anbject,  and 
every  eonseqaenee  considered,  it  seems  to  be  jnst 
and  right  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public- lands  to 
•*(«■<  settlers,  aceordine  to  their  qoaliiy  aad  valne. 

I  pretend  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  dictate  to  the 
committee,  or  to  this  Hotise,  the  mode  and  manner 
of  ascertaining  the  real  vahie  of  these  lands.  There 
nay  be  varions  modes  adopted;  bat  that  which 
aeems  to  me  the  most  reasonable  and  practical,  is 
lo  judge  the  quality  and  value  according  to  the 
time  the  lands  have  been  in  market.  I  do  not  ex- 
pect or  solieit  the  indiscriminate  reduction  of  the 
price  of  ail  the  pn1>lic  lands  before  they  are  offered 
in  market.  Nor  do  I  expect  them  reduced  tuiil 
they  are  offered  tor  sale  during  a  leason&ble  time' 
under  the  present  system. 

I  am  not  a.\oi\p  in  these  sentiments.  President 
Jackson,  in  his  fourth  annual  message,  delivered 
Dee.  4, 1833,  presses  thi)  subject,  in  a  very  forcible 
mariner,  on  the  attention  of  Congress  and  the  na- 
tion. The  same  recommendations  were  heariily 
followed  up  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate,  and  urged  on  Congress. 

I  Will  present  to  the  House  an  extract  from  the 
above  mesisage  of  Qeneral  jAckson,  which  will  ez> 
bibit  bis  sentiments  on  this  subject  in  a  very  eneN 
getic  manner,  to  wit: 

"It  seems  to  me  to  be  ooi  true  policy  that  the 
pnUic  lands  shall  cease,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to 
be  a  source  of  revenue,  and  that  they  be  sold  lo  set- 
tlers in  limited  parcels,  at  a  price  barely  sufficient 
to  retmbuise  to  the  United  States  the  expense  of  the 
present  system,  and  the  cost  arising  under  our  In- 
dian compacts.  The  advantages  of  accurate  sur- 
veys and  undoubted  titles,  liow  secured  to  pnr- 
dtasers,  seem  to  forbid  the  abolition  of  the  prtseot 
system,  because  none  can  be  substituted  which  will 
ittore  perfectly  accomplish  these  important  ends. 
It  is.desffable,  however,  that  in  convenient  time  ihia 
maebinety  be  withdrawn  from  the  Bute?,  and  that 
the  right  of  soil  and  the  fnttire  disposition  of  it,  be 
surrendered  to  the  Stales,  respectively,  in  which  it 
lies. 

-  <^be  adventurous  and  hardy  population  of  the 
West,  besides  contributing  their  equal  share  of  tax- 
ation under  oar  impost  system,  have,  in  the  pro- 
gress of  our  Qovernment,  for  the  lands  tbey  occu- 
py, paid  into  the  Treasury  a  large  portion  of  forty 
millions  of  dollars;  and  of  the  revenue  received 
therefrom,  bat  a  small  part  has  been  expended 
among  them.  When,  to  the  disadvantage  of  their' 
dtuation  in  ibis  respect,  we  add  the  consideration 
that  it  is  their  labor  alone  which  gives  real 
value  to  the  lands,  and  that  the  proceeds  arising 
froiQ  their  sale  are  distributed  chiefly  among 
States  which  had  not  originally  any  claim  to  them, 
and  which  have  enjoyed  the  undivided  emolument 
arising  from  the  sale  of  their  own  lands,  it  cannot 
be  expected  that  the  new  State«  will  remain  longer 
contented  with  the  present  policy  after  the  payment 
of,  the  public  debt.  To  avert  the  consequences 
which  may  be  apprehended  from  this  cause,  to  put. 
an  end  forever  to  all  partial  and  interested  legisla- 
tion on  this  subject,  and  lo  afford  to  every  Ameri- 
eau  citizen  of  enterprise,  the  opporiunity  of  secur- 
ing an  independeni  freehold,  it  seems  to  m«,  there- 
fore, best  to  abandon  the  idea  of  raising  a  future 
revenue  out  of  the  public  lands." 

I  will  also  bring  to  the  consideration  of  this 
House,  the  views  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  on  the  subject 
of  the  graduation  of  the  price  of  the  public  l«nds. 
Tbey  are  contained  in  bis  message  of  ibe  3d  De- 
cember, 1839,  to  wit: 

"The  passage  of  the  graduation  law,  with  the 
guards  before  recommended,  would  also,  I  am 
persuaded,  add  considerably  lo  the  revenue  fcr  s$- 
v^al  years,  and  prove,  in  other  respects,  just  and 
beneficial. 

.  "Your  early  consideration  of   ihe   subject  is, 
tlierefore,  once  more  earnestly  requested." 

These  sentiments,  both  emanating  from  saeh 
'^vfliority,  mutt  have  great  influence  in  tbe  adjust- 
ment of  this  question.  Tbe  exalted  ttation  which 
Ibey  btitb  ocMpicd  at  different  periods,  gave  tbem 


tlie  opportunity  to  contemplate  tbe  subject  with 
calm  disinterested oess,  and  to  give  such  judgement 
therein  as  win  have  mudi  weight  and  influence 
with  their  countrymen. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  believe  it  cannot  be  found  in 
tbe  biitory  of  any  nation,  save  that  of  the  United 
States,  where  the  public  domain  has  been  Sold  to 
the  people  also  high  rales,  as  in  our  own  country. 
Oood  grounds  may  have  existed  for  this  policy 
when  we  were  emerging  from  a  most  severe  contest 
in  the  Revolution,  and  when  we  were  weak  in 
numbers  and  wealth  at  the  time  we  commenced 
our  national  existence.  These  limes  and  circum- 
stances have  all  passed  away.  1'bia  nation,  in 
population  and  in  wealth,  at  this  time,  bears  no. 
comparison  to  itself  in  former  days.  It  needs  no 
revenue  from  the  public  lands,  but  should  derive 
its  resottices  from  an  improved  and  wealthy  coun- 
try. The  real  wealth  and  prosperity  ef  Ihe  nation 
is  not  found. in  the  acres  of  ihe  public  lands  held  by 
a  doubtful  title;  but  its  real  wealth  and  retonrces 
are  based  on  an  improved  and  cultivated  country, 
inhabited  by  an  honest  and  industrious  popnla- 
tion.  Tbis  is  the  wealth  and  prosperity  which 
the  nation  will  experience,  by  extending  to 
the  West  a  wise  and  liberal  policy  in  tbe 
adjuftment,  and  in  the  proper  disposition  of 
be  public  lands.  So  soon  as  these  measures  are 
accomplished,  and  the  whole  country  in  the  West 
is  occupied  by  fanners,  residing  on  their  own  free- 
holds, there  will  exist  a  poUtleal,mtU«tium.  After 
this  subject  is  settled,  no commen  cause  of  dissaiis- 
faction  can  exist,  not  any  other  general  question 
can  arise  that  can  agitate  ths  whole  country,  as 
the  present  subject  of  the  public  lands  docs. 

I  sincerely  hope  these  times  may  soon  be  expe- 
rienced inonr  country;  and  for  their  advancement, 
and  their  happy  consummation,  I  depend  on  ihe 
good  sense  and  honesty  of  the  American  people. 

A  decisive  vote  of  ibis  Honse  approving  of  these 
Instructions,  would  be  a  considerable  step  towards 
tbe  proper  and  equitable  adjustment  of  this  ques- 
tion, and  be  hailed  in  my  district  in  Illinois,  as  the 
harbinger  of  good  times  and  good  feelings. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  TURNEY, 

OF  TENNESSEE, 
In  Iht  House  of  Representativtt,  Jtnuary  15,  1811 — 
In  Committee  of  the  Whole,  oo  a  biU  for  the  re- 
lief of  Nathaniel  Goddard,  Thomas  H.  Perkins, 
and .  others. 

Mr.  CHaiBMiN:  Tbe  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr,  SALTiNSTiLL]  tbe  other  day,  when  I  in- 
quired of  bim  lespeating  one  of  the  petitioners, 
Thomas  H.  Pei kins,  seemed  to  deny  my  right  to  do 
so,  and  doubted  the  propriety  of  answering  my  In- 
quiry, on  tbe  ground  that  it  was  irrelevant  to  tbe 
case,  and  improper  in  itself,  and  that  his  answer 
could  not  and  ought  not  to  have  any  influence  up- 
on Ihe  qnestion.  In  order  that  the  House  may 
judge  of  the  relevancy  and  propriety  of  my  ques- 
tion, I  will  read  from  the  intelligencer  the  ques- 
tion I  propounded,  and  his  answer,  as  they  are  re- 
ported in  that  paper: 

"Mr.  Toiuur  iok,  and  nid  he  wished  Mr.  Baltonstiu.  to 
ifribrm  him  whciher  the  Thomas  H.  Ptirlciai^  who  appears  to 
be  one  of  the  narties  iaterested  in  thia  bill,  wu  the  same  Thoa. 
II .  Perking  who  waa  one  of  a  committee  aent  bjr  the  Rartferd 
CoDTeniian  to  Washington,  in  1814.  to  ask  Mr.  Madisdn  to  re- 
sign  the  Presidency  of  the  United  Stales. 

"He.  BiLTOHBiALL  said  he  did  not  recognise  the  tight  bribe 
gentleman  to  put  such  a  qaestion;  nor  was  he  certain  ihat  he 
ought  to  answer  it;  it  waalrrelerantto  thecaae,  and  improper 
lo  useir,  and  the  answer  to  it  could  not  properly  have,  and  ought 
n<it  to  have,  any  influence  on  the  question  before  the  House. 
This  Honae,  tlio  country,  and  the  gentleman  himself,  knew 
vcsy  weli  who  Thomas  H.  l^kins  was.  The  Thomas  H. 
Perltiiis  who  is  a  party  in  the  present  claim  is,  probably,  the 
Thomas  II.  Perkins  altudodloby  ihe  gentlemat';  but  be  was 
a8pure,as'virtuouf,  as  honorable,  ashlghmindod,and  Mpatri- 
oric  a  man  as  the  country  eoaiaioeu." 

Now,  I  submit  to  the  House  whether  this  in- 
quiry was  not  relevant  and  proper,  and  whether 
the  answer  of  the  gentleman  does  not  elncidale 
the  merits  ef  tbe  question  before  the  House.  What 
is  the  quoslionl  It  is,  as  I  under&tand  it,  that,  not- 
wiihsiaoding  the  ship  Ariadne  had  violated  tbe  laws 
of  the  United  States  in  having  on  board  a  British 
license,  and  was  therefore  legally  and  rightfully 
coademned,  yet  the  petitioners  claim  Ibat  the 
amount  of  the  forfettue  •ocniiog  to  the  Qovem- 


ment  for  the  vessel  aiid  her  cargo  eught  to  be  re- 
funded to  them,  because  the  petitioners  were  igno- 
rant of  the  law,  and  acted  in  good  faith  to  the  Go- 
vernment. If  Ibis  were  true,  there  would  be  some 
equity  in  Ihe  claim.  To  establish  these  facts,  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  SEBaKAUT]  and 
tbe  chairman  of  the  Commiitee  of  Claims  [Mr. 
Rd>sell]  and,  also,  the  gentleman  fVom  Massachn- 
setts  [Mr.  Saltonstall]  all  directed  the  whoia 
force  of  their  arguments.  Whether  they  succeed- 
ed in  convincing  the  House,  I  am  nnable  lo  tell; 
but  I  can  say,  that  they  did  not  satisfy  me.  How 
are  we  to  ascertain  whether  tbe  petitioners  bad  a 
knowledge  of  tbe  lawst  And  how  are  we  to  ar- 
rive at  their  intentions  in  violating  those  laws? 
The  fact  is  not  only  proven,  but  admitted  by  Ihe 
petitioners  themselves,  that  the  ship  and  cargo  had 
been  forfeited  by  its  owners,  and  legally  and  pro- 
perly ctmdemned.  Farther,  the  fact  that  Cadiz, 
tbe  Spanish  port  to  which  the  ship  was  boud, 
was  known  to  be  in  possession  of  the  BritiA, 
has  not,  and,  I  presume,  will  ttot  be  denied. 
That  this  cargo  of  flour  was  used  by  the  British 
forces,  at  a  time  when  there  was  a  war  between 
England  and  the  United  States.  If  this  flour  was 
furnished  to  the  British  with  a  full  knowledge  of 
tbe  existence  of  the  war,  and  with  an  intention  to 
aid  and  assist  tbe  enemy,  it  was  treason  against  our 
Qovernment,  for  which  the  petitioners,  instead  of 
b«ing  relieved  by  Ihe  passage  of  this  bill,  deserved 
to  be  hang  until  they  were  dead.  Then,  sir,  the 
intentiob  whh  which  tbe  petitioners  carried  on  this 
illegal  trade  with  a  hostile  nation,  becomes  a  most 
important  inquiry  in  ihe  cohsideratioh  of  ibis  bill. 
Theacts  of  men  serve  as  an  index  to  their  secret 
thoughts  and  designs.  If  the  petitioners  were 
shown  to  be  patriotic  friends  of  their  country  in  the 
prosecution  of  the'  war  of  1819,  it  would  go  far  to 
prove  the  absence  of  a  criminal  inteat  in  prow- 
eating  their  commercial  transactions.  Bat  if,  an 
the  contrary,  it  should  be  shown  that  they  were  in 
the  con^ant  habit  of  afibrding  to  the  enemy  all  the 
aid  and  assistance  in  their  power,  it  would,  in  my 
judgment,  be  conclusive  evidence  of  treason.  The 
object  of  ray  inquiry  was  to  ascertain  whether  jer- 
kins (one  of  the  petitioners)  supported  his  Govern- 
ment daring  the  war,  or  whether  he  was  in  any  wise 
connected  or  identified  with  the  Hartford  Conven- 
tion. 

It  having  an  important  bearing  on  the  merits  ol , 
the  question  now  before  tbe  House,  I  wished  to 
know  whether  hesanctioned  or  approved  the  treason- 
able designs  and  proceedings  of  this  ever  memora- 
ble convention.  If  so,  and  I  expect  to  prove  it  be- 
fore I  take  my  seat,  instead  of  regarding  him  "as 
pure,  as  virtuous,  as  honorable  and  as  highminded, 
and  as  palriotic  a  man  as  the  conntry  contaioed,"  I 
shall  not  hesitate  to  denounce  him  as  a  traitor  to 
Americaa  liberty,  and  not  entitled  to  sympathy  or 
relief  from  freemen. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman  frotn  Massacbn- 
setts  [Mr.  Salt.  n.<!tall]  admits  that  one  of  Ihe  pe- 
titioners is  the  identical  Thomas  H.  Perkins  who 
was  of  tbe  committee  ."cnt  lo  this  city  in  1814  by 
the  Hartford  Convention,  to  ask  Mr.  Madison  lo 
resign  tbe  office  of  President  of  tbe  United  States. 
Now,  sir,  before  I  inquire  into  the  mirjiis  of  Ibat 
famous  convention  of  which  Mr.  Perkins  was  ibe 
advocate,  and  afterwards  one  of  its  missionaries  to 
Waibin^ton,  I  propose  to  examine  the  part  he  took 
in  Ihe  earlier  stages  of  the  war.  I  think  I  shall  be 
able  to  show  that  he  was  virtually  engaged  in  a 
conspiracy  against  bis  Government  from  the  b^ln- 
niog  of  Ihe  war  lo  tbe  time  that  tbe  news  reai^td 
bim  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  the  no  doabt  still 
more  unwelcome  news  to  him,  the  overthrow  of 
bis  British  friends  at  New  Orleans.  Here  let  me 
remark  that  this  news  reached  him,  while  acting  as 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Hartford  Conven- 
tion. I  now  bold  in  my  hand  a  document,  the 
title  of  which  is  "WniaeRT  is  Fbdkbalism,"  pre- 
pared with  great  care  and  accuracy  by  two  highly  . 
respectable  gentlemen  of  Mas,*achusetls,  for  which 
tbey  are  entitled  to  the  thanks  and  gratitude  of 
their  countrymen,  and  I  now  sincerely  lender 
mine;  they  are  Charies  G.  Greene  and  B.  F.  Hal- 
lett,  esqs.  From  tbis  document,  I  hope  to  establish, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  this  House,  that  Mr.  Peikins 
if  one  of  the  last  men  in  the  Utiion  who  should  iwk 
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or  expect  to  rrceive  any  farors  at  the  bands  of  bis 
coaniry.  I  will  call  your  aiteotion,  sir,  to  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph: 


Grejr  OUs  raporud  the  bill  for  the  Hartford  Conventiou,  which 
wis  carried,  22  to  L2.  Its  principal  advocate*  were  Heaua. 
Oda,  QuinejTv  and  Wbila,  all  now  whiji  Of  Ihoee  wbu  Toled 
for  it,  there  are  now  living  Jueiah  Qumcy,  Freatdeot  of  Uar- 
Tud  Unlreniiy,  Harrison  Qtay  OUs,  TuoMas  H.  PBaKwa, 
and  Daniel  SergeaQt,  of  Boston." 

Here,  sir,  we  find  Mt. '  Perkins,  in  the  Senate  of 
the  Slate  of  Massaeboseits,  Toiiog  for  the  Bart- 
ford  Convention.  The  objects  and  design  sf  that 
convention  I  will  show  before  I  shall  rrsame  my 
seat;  for  ihe  present,  I  will  proseed  with  Mr.  Per- 
kins. We  next  find  him  voting-  for  a  resolniion 
which  declared,  ihat  in  a  war  like  the  present, 
(1813,)  waged  wiihoat  justifiable  csase,  it  vtas  not 
becoming  a  moral  and  religioas  people  to  express 
any  approbation  ef  military  exploits.  Sir,  he  did 
Dot  stop  at  this:  be  went  farther,  and  voted  for  a 
report  of  a  committee,  which  is  as  followt: 

■ThareaolveorthelStbor  June  is  in  liaelf  highly  carrect 
and  azpadleot  to  forin  the  grounds  of  constitutional  oppoaliion 
and  peiriotic  discourafteiBent  to  the  ptxieecuuon  of  ibe  ?var. 

■^bis  passed,  20  to  8;  and  Ihe  snrviroTS  who  votrd  for  It 
were  Joeish  Quincy,  IVtamcu  H.  Perkina,  Samuel  Putnam, 
Biias  Hdauui,  Daniel  A.  White,  8.  C.  Allen,  Solomon  Birong, 
Nahum  Hitchall,  and  Jamsa  Richardson,  of  Dodham— all  hut 
Mr.  Allan  pramment  Harrlaoo  men,  and  all  now  holding  Wliig 
State  oSces,  three  of  them  being  judges  in  Uis  land." 

The  sentiment  expressed  in  this  report  is,  that  it 
is  constiiniional  to  oppose,  and  pairioiic  to  dis- 
courage, Ibe  prosecution  of  ihe  war— a  high-toned 
Federal  sentiment — it  is  even  more — it  is  ihe  senti- 
ment of  a  Tory.  This  is  Federal  patrioliam  for 
yon,  and  I  am  free  to  admit  that  Mr.  Perkins  has 
as  much  of  that  kind  of  patriolism  as  any  man  in 
the  whole  country.  Yes,  sir,  to  oppose  the  prrsc 
cation  of  the  war  was  considered  constltatioDal  and 
patriotic — it  was  so  established  by  the  Federal  par- 
ty in  their  legiilaiive  enacimenw  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts — and  it  is  no  doubt  the  kind  of  pa- 
triotism to  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts aJlodeg  in  bis  eulogium  on  the  character  of 
Mr.  Perkins;  if  so,  I  think  it  well  bestowed.  Even 
after  the  war  was  over,  so  late  as  1634,  when  there 
was  scarcely  a  division  of  opinion  in  regird  to  the 
war,  Mr.  Perkins's  pafiio<it»i  remained  ihe  same  as 
it  was  when  he  sailed  his  vessel  under  a  British  li- 
cense. It  was  in  that  year  that  the  Democratic 
Krty  electted  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
■gislatnre  of  Massachaset's,  and  an  aiiempt  was 
made  to  relieve  the  journal  of  those  di.<=gracefal 
resolves  which  had  been  placed  upon  it  eleven 
years  before.  A  few  lines  read  from  Ihis  valuable 
document,  will  show  the  part  Mr.  Perkins  acted: 

January  17, 1S21,  "Thai  the  resolve  of  the  16ihof  June,  1813 
and  the  preamble  theraof,  be,  and  the  game  are  hereby  EX- 
PUNGED from  ibajourca'.auf  the  Senate." 

The  survivors  who  voted  against  the  expungiug,  are  Thomtu 
JI.  Ptrkitu  and  Peter  C.  Drooks  of  Boston. 

.Here,  sir,  we  see  that  Mr.  Pdrkins  acted  in  ac- 
cordance with  his  old  Federal  feelings  and  princi- 
ples. In  opposition  to  ihe  Democratic  parly  in  the 
effort  to  expunge  the  disgraceful  resoiutton  that  it 
was  unbecoming  a  moral  and  religious  people  to 
rejoice  at  their  country's  victories,  he,  true  lo  ihe 
Federal  party,  and  UDCompromisiog  in  his  hostility 
to  the  Republican  measures  of  the  Government, 
reiieral«d  one  of  the  most  odious  sentiments  that 
ever  received  the  sanction  of  legislitive  enactment 
in  this  country.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  whole  of  his  ca- 
reer, so  far  as  the  history  x>f  the  limes  brings  it  to 
diy  view,  be  has  been  unifcrm  and  consistent  ia 
opp.oMog  the  best  interests  ul  his  country.  He  was 
at  first  kind  and  liberal  in  supplying  ihe  British 
with  provisions  in  direct  violation  of  the  lavs  of  the 
United  States;  and  in  the  next  place  aided  aad 
abetted  the  treasonable  assemblages  at  Hart- 
ford, in  tbeir  unholy  efforts  to  destroy  the 
Government.  Yei  we  are  told  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Salton- 
BTaLL]  that  Mr.  Perkins  is  as  pairioiic  as  any 
man  in  the  connlty!  The  gentleman  must 
mean  in  (be  whole  coantry  of  Masrachnsetts,  and 
with  particular  reference  to  the  Federal  party  in 
that  State;  for  I  am  certain  that  bis  remark  would 
Bot  apply  to  Tennessee.  I^r  do  I  imagine  that 
•ny  person  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  would 
endorse  the  eulogy  which  has  been  pronounced 
upon  Mr.  Perkins  on  this  floor,  unless  it  be  by 
wose  whose  opinions  corresponded  with  those  who 


voted  for  the  resolutions  which  declared  it  constitu- 
tianal  to  oppose,  and  patiiolie  to  discourage,  the 

fros<ention  of  the  war.    In  this  kind  of  patriotism 
am  free  lo  admit  that  Mr.  Perkins  has  few  rivals 
of  equal  pretensions. 

I  nill  prove  to  the  House  that  it  was  not  only 
held  to  be  patriotic  to  su  pply  the  enemy  with  money 
and  provisions,  and  every  other  aid  and  assistance 
which  could  be  horded,  but  it  was  regarded  by 
the  patriots  of  the  Federal  school  as  disgraceful 
and  infamous  to  afford  aid  to  the  Government  in 
prosecuting  the  war.    I  will  read  the  proof  of  Ibis. 

[fleie  Mr.  Tdhnet  read  from  the  Olive  Branch 
as  follows:] 

"At  this  awful  moment  the  dtsorganizina,  the  Jacobinical  idea 
was  not  unfrequently  advanced  in  our  conee  liousea  and  !n  our 
strasti,  that  the  war  having  been  begun  by  Ihe  Democrats,  they 
must  carry  iton;  that  they  had  no  right  to  call  on  the  Federal 
ists  for  assibtance,  which  the  latter  ought  not  to  aflord;  that  if 
the  Democrats  compromiued  the  honor  and  interest  of  their 
country  by  dishonorable  peace,  the  FederalWa  should  lake  the 
power  out  el  their  hand^  and  then  contend  for  the  violated  ho- 
nor and  dignitv  of  the  country;  that  the  British  tguld  not,  nor 
coosisteiitly  with  a  regard  to  their  honor,  onght  ihsy  to  treat 
wiihUr.  Madison,  who  should  be  compelled  to  resign;  with  a 
vaai,variely  of  the  same  patriotic  doctrines,  which  were  public- 
ly promulgated  in  some  of  our  newspapers.  At  the  same  lime 
a  few  desperate  men  were  preparing  to  add  to  the  general  dis* 
inse  and  didiculiy  by  a  dissolution  of  the  Union." 

S:r,  this  needs  no  elaborate  comment  from  me. 
It  was  asserted  to  be  a  war  commenced  by  the  De- 
mocrals,  that  Ihe  Democrats  should  carry  it  on,  and 
that  they  had  no  right  to  call  on  the  Federalists  for 
assistance,  and  that  none  ought  to  be  affvrdti  by 
the  latter.  Thus,  according  te  the  Federal  creed,  it 
was  not  a  national,  bnt  a  Democratic  war;  and 
pursuing  the  same  mode  of  reasoning,  it  was  pa- 
tiiotie  in  the  Federalists  to  refuse  lending  money  to 
Government,  and  to  discourage  enlistments  of  men 
to  prosecute  the  war.  Feihaps,  under  patriotism  of 
this  kind,  a  justification  could  be  found  for  supply- 
ing the  enemy  with  provisions.  Sir,  there  is  another 
idea  expressed  ia  this  extract,  which  strikes  my  mind 
with  great  force;  it  is  what  the  "British  could  not, 
nor,  consistently  with  a  regard  to  their  honor,  ought 
tbey  to  treat  with  Mr.  Madison,  who  should  be 
compelled  to  resign.''  Why  could  they  not  con- 
sistently with  their  honor,  treat  with  Mr.  Madison? 
and  why  should  he  be  compelled  to  resign?  Was 
it  because  they  had  entered  into  treaty,  alliance,  or 
engagement  with  the  Federal  party  of  the  Uikited 
States,  wherein  tbey  had  promised  or  agreed  not  to 
treat  with  Mr.  Madison?  er  had  they  promised  or 
agreed  to  assist  the  Briiiah  in  forcing  him  to  resign, 
and  which  the  Hartford  Convention  attempted  to 
execute  by  sending  a  committee,  of  which  Mr.  Par- 
kins was  one,  to  demand  the  resignation  of  the  Pie- 
sidenil  Was  it  the  object  and  iatentions  of  the  high 
contracting  parties  in  forcing  Mr.  Madison  to  resign, 
to  place  the  Federal  party  ia  power  in  order  that 
they  might  so  change  and  remodel  our  form  of  Go- 
vernment so  as  to  make  it  meet  the  views  of  the 
Federalists  and  ih3  British?  How  was  Mr.  Madi- 
son to  be  forced  to  resign?  Was  it  lo  be  done  by 
the  British  bayonet,  sustained  and  supported  by  the 
Federal  party  of  the  United  States?  If  Ibis  was 
not  the  undersanding  between  the  contracting  par- 
ties, the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Sal- 
TOHSTALt.]  or  some  ciber  Federalist  can  inform  us 
what  it  was.  I  will  not  dwell  longer  on  this  pas- 
sage; the  evidence  is  stronger  and  more  conclusive 
than  any  argument  I  can  adduce.  I  will  now  read 
another  sxtract  from  the  same  book,  page  312: 

"Hen  In  the  'moral  and  religious'  town  of  Boston  are  oblired 
to  lend  their  money  to  their  own  Guvommenlby  stealth.  But 
in  the  face  of  day,  within  the  knowledge  ofa  whole  community, 
they  fend  specie  to  the  common  enemy;  can  human  nature 
sink  lower?  They  sre  Hoo  moral  and  loo  religious'  to  rejoice 
ai the  vicioriesof their  fellow-citizens;  buttheyare  neither  'too 
moral,  nor  Iao  religious' to  aid  the  enemy  to  victory.  An  age 
of  penitence  In  sackcloth  and  ashes  vrould  not  etTuca  Ibis  foul 
blot  from  the  escutcheon  of  Boston." 

This,  sir,  is  a  sample  of  the  Federal  patriotism — 
constitutional  and  patriotic,  agreeable  to  legislative 
enactments  of  the  State  of  Massgchnsetts  to  which 
I  have  referred.  I  will  not  consume  more  of  your 
time  in  reading  from  ibis  volume  to  piove  the  op- 
poeition  of  the  Federalists  to  Ihe  war,  and  having 
shown  that  during  that  gloomy  poriod  they  were 
engaged  in  supplying  the  enemy  with  money  and 
provisions,  I  shall  turn  my  attention  to  Mr.  Per- 
kina and  Ihe  Hartford  Convention;  the  part  he 
took  in  gelling  up  Ihat  Convention,  and  bis  en- 
deavors to  enforce  its  resolves.  It  remains  to 
show  the  objects  and  desigiu  of  its  aaihon. 


[Here  Mr.  T.  was  intermpted  by  Mr.  Wui- 
TBROF  of  MaaiachBtsetts,  who  called  him  lo 
Older,  alleging  that  it  was  out  of  order  to  4h- 
cnss  Ihe  merits  of  the  Hartford  ConventiM 
on  this  bill;  hut  the  CHaia  decided  that  Mr.  Tra- 
HET  was  in  order.  Mr.  Tubhxt  then  proeeo&i 
ed,  when  he  was  again  called  lo  order  for  the  aams 
canse.  The  Cnaia  adhered  to  its  former  decisiw, 
from  which  an  appeal  was  taken;  whenanambct 
of  Whig  members  alleged  that  it  was  oat  of  order 
to  discuss  the  merib  of  the  Hartford  Convention  oi 
this  bill.  Mr.  Cai.B0DM  of  Massachusetts  then 
rose  and  requested  his  colleague  to  withdraw  his 
appeal,  remaikiog  that  the  discussion  was  oat  of 
order,  bat  he  hoped  that  the  appeal  would  be  widi- 
drawn,  and  Mr.  Tubmbt  permitted  to  conclade  bii 
speech;  and  he  expressed  the  further  hope  that  none 
of  his  colleagues  would  reply  to  it.  The  appeal 
was  then  withdrawn,  and  Mr.  Toaincr  proceeded.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  is  it  not  remarkable  that  I  am  a* 
often  interrupted  by  gentlemen  in  calling  me  to  or- 
der? and  is  it  not  more  renuurkabfe  still,  that  in 
every  instance  it  is  done  by  the  Whig  members  of 
this  Honse.  Wh^  is  ibis?  Have  I  attempted  lo 
discuss  party  politics?  Have  I  not  confined  my  re- 
marks to  the  merits  of  this  bill?  Why  are  the  Whig 
members  so  excMdingly  sensitive  whenever  the 
subject  of  the  Hartford  Convention  is  moitionedl 
Why  shrink  from  this  investigation?  Is  it  beeaose 
tbey  shudder  at  the  conduct  of  their  own  party,  or 
is  it  because  they  are  apprehensive  that  ihe  identity 
will  be  showp  and  expressed  of  ihe  modem  Whigs 
with  the  (rid  Federal  party,  as  it  easily  can  be.  and 
often  hat  been  done?  Where  were  lbs  old  Fede- 
ralists in  the  late  Presidential  election?  Were  thqf 
not  all  good  and  true  Harrison  Whigs!  Mr. 
Perkins  voted  for  Harrison;  the  old  Hartford  Con- 
vention Federalists  voted  for  Harrison,  and  tbey 
are  now  the  leaders  of  the  Whig  party  eomiag 
into  power.  They  do  not  desire  that  the  people  should 
know  this,  and  hence  their  great  nneasiDess,  when- 
ever the  subject  is  mentioned.  On  the  contnry,  it 
is  a  part  of  their  system  to  conceal  their  real  de- 
r'gns,  just  as  they  did  during  the  wan  for  exposote 
is  certain  defeat  ts  their  party.  Sir,  tbe  gentleman 
from  Massadiusetts  [Mr.  CaLBODM]  hopes  that  my 
speech  will  not  be  replied  to;  na  donot  of  it;  be- 
cause be  knows  that  my  facts  cannot  be  cm- 
troverted,  and  that  tbe  conduct  of  his  party  is  in- 
defensible. An  aUeaipt  to  reply  weuld  coofitm 
my  facts  and  give  strength  to  my  aignments:  he  is 
therefore  right  in  requesting  his  colleagues  to  be 
silent.  Now,  sir,  I  will  proceed  to  show  the  objects 
and  designs  of  Ihe  Hartford  Convention;  in  doiag 
which  I  will  not  ask  the  House  to  take  my  state- 
ments, bnt  will  rely  upon  tbe  proof  of  others.  I 
Will  now  read  a  letter  of  Mr.  Aaron  Walln,  who 
is  vouched  for  as  a  gentleman  of  high  respectabi- 
lity, and  a  worthy  member  of  the  choieh. 

Here  Mr.  TuBjicr  read  as  follows: 

"Sik:  After  p«nialo|  Mr.  Pannentet'B  tfttOt,  in  alaOtrnto 
the  Hartford  Conveotion,  I  find  a  very  loiponaDt  part  omMea 
viz:  the  view  tbe  Britiab  look  of  their  asaemt>Ungtogetliar.     _ 

"Being  at  that  time  at  Halifax,  a  prisoner  of  war,  at  wan, 
with  John  Bbatawall,  of  tSaiaio,  and  Alexander  Black,  of  Naw 
York,  in  tha  King's  Store,  on  Uia  north  aide  of  the  Parada,  at 
Melville  Island,  in  the  winter  of  1814,  one  Major  NickboM^  a» 
Nichols,  of  the  90th  or 94d  regiment,  a  tWok  Um  atdL)ac>iDg,  as 
was  siud,  as  assistant  quanermaslar  ganaial  of  bia  majaayis 
furccs  at  Halifax,  came  on  lo  Ihe  uhmd  about  2  o'clock,  |i.  m. 
After  transacting  some  business  with  the  royal  aitilieiTinaB, 
with  relation  to  the  telegraphic  flags,  *c.  he  came  inio  \l»mtn, 
whare  Shauiwell  and  myself  were  making  ache*  of  drawan 
and  Black  a  sleigh,  all  for  Captain  Culchett,  of  the  royal  aavy, 
the  transport  ageni  for  prisoners,  and  said,  'Well,  boys,  wiiaiara 
you  all'  'At  work  for  the  agent,  sir.'  Aflar  iaqniring  aa  to  oar 
fare,  iioatment,  4c  he  said,  'Well,  hoys,  where  do  you  baloagl' 
Shatswell  and  myself  hailed  Irom  Salem,  and  Black  irooi  New 
York.  'How  long  have  you  been  here!'  WeanawaraHaeWri; 
iog  to  lime;  when  he  immediately  saxl  lo  Shalavrell  ana  myaall, 
thai  we  should  be  sent  home  in  a  few  days,  aa  tbe  NaoQKkM 
men  had  been.  We  inquu^  the  caoss;  and  IM  immamalalT 
stated,  thai  'a  convaution  of  dalaealaa  fi«m  tlM  New  Botlaaa 
SUiies  meet  ih',s  day  at  Bartibrd,  <jr  tha  purpose  of  wttlidiwa- 
ing  from  Ihe  Union,  and  dedarlng  tbeir  neutrality,  wbaa  aU  dH 
New  England  men  wlUbeaent  hum^  aa  Uia  NanUKkei  na 
bare  bean,  immediately.'  .^  ,.      ^    ,.    .       j«„ 

"Wemade  inquiry  how  this  was  la  be  brooglitaboiil;  and^ 
replied,  'The  wbolstaaa  been  artangad.  The  Host  in  BoMoa  Bay 
wUl  watch  a  favowble  wind,  and  appear  olTiha  ligh^  wbaiirtia 
troops  at  South  Boston  will  take  np  their  Ihia  of  march  tbTonp 
Boaton  for  Charlestown,  oalanalbilv  for  the  proiactioa  of  dw 
navy  yard,  bot  in  fact  to  prevent  Comotodore  BainbrU|e  ftaai 
shedding  blood.  Tbe  flaatwill  aaU  up  past  tbe  CasUe,  without  flitaf 
a  gun;  and  the  troops  at  Charlestown  will  inuwdlaialy  mank 
into  the  navy  yard;  and  tbe  choica  oflicaia,  alraadr  arifCiqli 
will  surround  Commodore  Batobrldge,  and  say  to  him,  IBi^oo 
youraelfno  tiarm:  yon  most  not  bum  powdsr  this  dart  and  a* 
oaa  wiU  htm  you.  Xtw  ilaat  wiU«a«nor  cffldoc  Vttmttttii 


fail.  184i; 
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Relief  of  Nalhaniel  Ooddard  and.others — Mr.  7\trney. 


H.  of  Reps. 


■0  wUI  b*  qaket  Iraina  Oatalj,  u  iha  naval  commaoOer  ha<  hia 
onlmta  placa  Haniaon  Ony  Otia  at  tt<a  haadof  aSaln,  until 
Um  piaaann  oCiha  Princa  Ragant  ia  known.  All  tbia  haa  baan 
■iningad  among  tha  laadinc  man,  but  will  not  ba  mada  public 
nmll  Um  flaai  ancbpia  olTtoac  Wharr.' 
KkXBIackloqiilrad,  'wliatwill  Toudo  willimal'  'As  you  ba- 
taocto  Naw  fork,  Ton  moat  rida  it  out;  we  ataall  not  go  to  New 
Tofk— oalr  to  the  new  England  8iaiea.>  'Bv  Sod/ aaid  Black, 
•ma  bad  better  not  go  there;  jou  will  Bni  old  Tompklna  at 
home!' 

■So  aangnine  waa  Major  Nlekholda  of  the  ancceaa  or  the 
whole  plot,  that  he  declued  hia  belief  that  the  flTe-atriped  (lag 
would  ij  at  the  Btate-houee  io  Icaa  than  one  fortnight.  lie  rnr- 
tiler  atatad  that  we  ahoald  know  all  about  h<  in  a  few  dajra,  oa 
•  gnn-hiig  erakwp-ol-war,  (Ithinka  gun-brig,)  had  Bailed  for 
Outfaie,  a  week  ago,  to  fetch  down  the  newa,  and  would  be  back 
■bortlT,  when  we  aboold  know  all  about  It. 

"9lr,  when  yon  were  at  Ipawieh,  laat  fall,  I  elated  to  yon  that 
lanppoaedlwaalapaaajaionofeame  Cieiahi  relation  to  the 
Bartford  Conrentloii  that  I  waa  deaiioua  of  making  known,  hut 
dared  not,  for  tair  of  the  eonaanneocea  to  my  ftmlly.  The 
■bore  are  the  facta  allttded  to  at  that  lima.  They  are  now  at 
yoar  diapoial,  provided  you  work  them  into  ihe  hlatory  of  our 
coanlry,  whera  they  belong. 

"Youi  obedient  atrrani, 

"AARON  WAU.I9. 
ToB.  P.  irAi-tSTT,  eaq. 

"IrawicB,  Juno  !M,  1810." 

Sir,  does  not  this  letter  prove  a  settled  purpose 
andsjrslematic  plan  of  tlie  Federal  party  to  dissolve 
the  Union,  and  trample  qndcr  foot  the  fairest  fa- 
brie  of  haman  liberty  ever  eonoeived  by  mani  Can 
any  oim  donbt  iit  It  may  be  said  by  some  sceptic, 
who  i«  tiiber  unwilling  to  believe,  or  is  fearfnl  that 
tbe  people  will  see  into  the  nnhallowed  objects  of 
the  Federal  party,  that  this  is  only  the  statement  of 
Mr.  WaiUo,  and  ihat  they  will  not,  and  ought  not, 
to  oondemn  the  whole  party  on  the  testimony  of  a 
single  witness.  Sir,  this  wonid  be  enoagh;  bat  I 
wiugo  farther,  and  sweep  from  under  them  even 
this  flintsy  defence.  I  have  abundance  of  testimony 
yet  to  sabmit,  which  corroborates  the  statements  of 
Mr*  Wallis,  and  testimony,  too,  which  I  do  not 
soppose  that  any  will  dare  to  question.  I  will  now 
read  an  extract  from  the  British  United  Service 
Jonraal  of  May,  1840: 

"Among  the  many  dangeta  to  which  the  American  Republic 
miMt  alwaya  be  expoaed In  a  war  with  Great  Brifain,  not  the 
laaat iaihaiof  a aplitamoDgtbeTiiaelvaa, and  conaaquent bicak 
np  oflbeir  FMeral  Union.  The  alave  queation  ia  awedge  atnmg 
•aaagnto  effect  ihia  at  any  time;  but  we  could  employ  another 
nearly  «•  powerful." 

After  elating  ihatiha  Waatera  Stataa  were  id  UTor  of  Ihe  war, 
Iha  BriiMi  writer  adda: 

"Mot  ao  with  the  New  Bnglandeia:  they,  on  the  cootrary,  be- 
en to  tmtt  about  to  aee  how  they  couU  beataxtricata  them- 
aalTaaftoin  the  emit  u>  which  the  road  policy  of  Mr.  Madiean 
and  the  General  OoTtnunent  had  driven  them.  The  inhahiiaota 
of  Iba  idaod  of  Nantucket  made  an  overture  to  oor  cominan- 
der-in-cfalaf  to  ramaiaperfectlyoenual  duihigibe  war,  exdad- 
ioc  the  armed  veaaele  ofhoih  belliffranla  from  their  harbore; 
wSOil  in  anoUier  quarter,  a  far  more  exienrfra  acheme  of  'nul- 
Ufiealion'  waa  aerioualy  aet  on  fool,  and  began  to  make  a  rapid 
progreaa  amongat  aome  of  the  moat  reapactable  and  inlluaniial 
Uhabiianla  of  New  England." 

"With  thaee  originated  the  Hartfoid  Convention;  and  the  object 
of  that  body,  the  Britiah  writer  aaya: 

<•  'Waa  to  eeparala  the  Northern  and  Eastern  from  theaonlh- 
am  awl  Western  Biaiea,  to  eaublish  a  limited  monarchy  hi  the 
fint  named  ftaiea^  placing  one  of  our  princea  of  tha  blood  on  the 
thrmM,andatrengtbening  thenawiranaatlaniickinrilom  by  an 
•lUnee  oflenalve  and  dereruiva  with  England.  Tne  treaty  at 
Olunt  put  a  Btop  to  tlie  cnrreapondenca,  which  waa  in  active 
pragttaa  on  thia  anbjaei;  but  Ihatcorreapondenoe  la  atlll  In  ex- 
Maoca,  and  however  improbable  K  may  appear  le  Yankee 
pride,  were  a  war  to  break  out  acafai  between  na,  aomething' 
rimilar  would  occur  before  the  'United  Siataa'  were  two  years 
older.  The  dealroetion  of  Ihe  public  bttikUnga  el  the  qominal 
MUofthePedatal  Oovemmeni,  it  waa  conceived  would  Indl- 
raetly,  if  not  directly,  forward  the  vtewa  of  the  New  England  ae- 
IwiiuiMa." '—  Uniltd  Serviee  Journal  o/ AToy,  1840. 

Sir,  I  will  not  ofkt  one  word  of  comment  on  ihis 
proof,  which  is  so  conclusive  in  itself  that  any 
comment  of  mine  wdald  only  tend  to  mystify  (hat 
which  is  of  itself  clear  and  certain.  I  will  only 
aidd  that  this  proof  corrotwrates  and  sosiains  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Wallis;  and  now  I  will  proceed 
with  my  proofs.  The  next  thing  is  the  instructions 
of  Oovernor  Ciaig  to  the  celebrated  Jihn  Henry, 
and  Mr.  Henry's  letter  to  the  Qovemor,  and  which 
aie  as  loUows: 

".Ontmor  Oroig'*  imlruetiaiu  (a  fienry,  Oaltd 

QusBEo,  Tabruary,  1809. 

"I  reqneat  yon  to  proceed  wilh  the  earliest  conveyance  to 
Baaioa-^«biain  accurate  information.  The  wealth  of  Maaea- 
ehoaelia— the  number  of  tie  Inbabiunta— the  known  intelli- 
gence and  ability  of  aararal  of  ita  leading  men,  mnat  give  it  a 
eonaiderabte  iofloence  over  the  other  EaMem  aiaiea,  and  will 
prolMbly  lead  ttiem  in  the  part  they  are  to  take.  Vour  judg- 
ment  and  coonectionaUiero  will  jsuide  you. 

"I  nee  general  terma  In  deeoribiDg  the  object  in  view.  It  haa 
heen  anppoiad,  thai  If  the  Fedeiallals  of  the  Eeatem  Biatea 
(hould  be  aucceaeful,  and  obtain  the  decided  tnflnence  which 
may  enable  ihem  to  dliect  the  public  opinioo,  it  ia  not  Improba. 
Ua  that,  raUier  than  submit,  they  will  exert  that  influence  to 
trtng  Bbont  a  aeparallon  fh>m  the  general  Union.  Huw  far,  m 
aoehin  attempt,  will  they  look  to  England  far  aariaunce,  or 
be  diapiiued  to  enter  into  a  connection  with  ua! 

•nroa  are  not  to  appear  ae  an  avowed  agent— condnae  to  ob- 
Sioi)nkittma«y  wiibUM  Ifadera^  and  eawioiisly  sdrls*  them, 


that  if  they  wish  to  enter  Into  any  communication  with  thIaGo- 
vemmeot,  you  will  transmit  It  to  me." 

Henry,  in  hia  letter  to  hia  employer,  thtra  deecribed,  in  1809, 
what  actually  waa  begun,  and,  but  (or  the  peace,  would  have 
beenconaummaled  in  1615. 

"Boston,  March  6, 180>. 

"I  have  already  gi««n  a  decided  opinion  that  a  declaration  of 
war  ia  not  to  be  expected;  but,  contrary  to  all  reaaonable  calcu- 
lation, ahould Oongreaa  pn-aeaa  apirit  and  independence  enough 
to  place  iheir  popularity  in  Jeopardy  by  so  atrong  a  meaaure, 
THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  MASSACHtSETTS  WILL  GIVE 
THE  TONE  TO  TUB  NEIGHBORING  STATES :  WILL 
DECLARE  rrSELF  PERMANENT  UNTIL  A  NEW  ELEC- 
TION OF  MEMBERS;  INVITE  A  CONGRESS,  TO  BE 
COMPOSED  OF  DELEGATES  FROM  THE  FEDERAL 
STATES,  AND  BRRCT  A  SEPARATE  GOVERNMENT 
BOR  THEIR  COMMON  INTEREST.  A.  B." 

Tbns  it  seems  that  the  treasonable  plans  of  ihe 
Federal  party  bad  been  so  far  matured,  that  the 
British  Qovemment  had  a  secret  agent  in  the 
United  States  as  early  as  1809,  aiding  and  assisting 
the  Federal  party  in  devising  and  executing  ihe 
plan  of  not  only  the  dissolnlion  of  the  Union,  but 
the  establishtneut  upon  its  ruins  of  a  monarcbcial 
lorm  of  Government.  This  is  not  all  the  evidence 
I  shall  submit  I  have  reserved  for  the  last,  what 
no  Whig  in  this  House  will  dare  to  call  in  qnes- 
tion;  I  allnde  to  a  letter  written  by  tbe  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachacetts  [Mr.  Adims.]  It 
is  dated  in  1828: 

'  Extrattfrmt  Mr.  Jdaaui't  Ittter. 

"It  waa  In  thoaa  letuca  of  1608  and  1809,  that  I  mentioned  the 
deaign  of  certain  leaders  of  Ihe  Federal  party,  and  the  aatabliah- 
met  of  a  Northern  confederacy,  dec. 

"Thia  plan  waa  ao  far  matured^  that  the  propoaal  had  been 
made  to  an  individual,  at  the  proper  lime,  to  be  placed  at  the 
headof  the  military  movement  which,  it  waa  foreaeen,  would  be 
neceaaaty  for  carrying  it  Into  execution. 

"The  interpoalilon  of  a  kind  Providence  averted  tlie  moat  de- 
pkirableof  caiaatropbaa^  and  turning  over  lothe  receptacle  of 
things  lost  upon  earth,  the  adjourned  convention  from  Hertford 
to  Boaion,  exiinguianed  (by  the  mercy  of  Ileaven,  may  it  be 
rorarer  >)  the  projected  New  England  confederacy." 

Now,  sir,  yoa  have  the  object  and  designs  of  the 
Hartford  Convention  portrayed  in  language  not  to 
be  misunderstood,  and  from  the  highest  sources  of 
authority.  After  producing  as  mui^  of  such  evi- 
dence as  that  which  I  have  read  to  the  House,  it 
can  !car(»ly  be  deemed  necessary  for  me  to  repeat 
that  the  design  of  the  projectors  of  the  Hariford  Con- 
vemion,  and  of  tboee  who  participated  in  it,  was 
Ihe  destruction  ef  our  present  form  of  Government 
and  Ihe  substitntion  of  a  monarchy.  Sir,  I  would 
ask  where  are  the  surviving  fiienc^  of  the  Hartford 
Convention?  They  are  to  be  found  in  tbe  ranin  of 
the  modem  Whigs.  Ask  '  Harrison  Gray  Oii», 
Thomas  H.  Perldns,  or  any  of  their  associaies 
during  the  last  war,  who  they  supported  in  tbe  late 
Presidential  eontesi?  My  word  for  it.  they  will  tell 
you  that  they  voted  the  Whig  ticket.  Such  men  as 
those  I  have  just  mentioned,;,compose  the  leaders  of 
the  modern  Whig  parly — ttey  put  General  Hani- 
son  into  nomination,  ^nd  by  means  which  I  shall 
not  Slop  to  discuss,  have  ilevated  him  to  p'owrr; 
and  by  virtue  of  his  elevation,  we  need  not  be  sur- 
prised if  the  Hartford  Conveniiontsf,  under  tbe 
next  Administration,  should  be  the  most  conspicu- 
ous persons  aiid  leaders.  It  is  npon  sueh  men  the 
geniJeman  firom  MasAchusstts  [Mr.  SiLTCiisTiLL] 
passes  Fueb  high  wrought  eulcgiums.  But  to  ihe 
bill.  Did  Mr.  Perkins  know  ihat  this  carco  of 
tour  was  ioteaded  to  feed  the  British  forces?  What 
did  Ihe  public  prints  of  that  day  say  on  the  Fubjectl 
To  show  you,  I  will  read  a  paragraph  from  Niles's 
Register,  publsbed  in  1812: 

"In  twelve  montha,  the  United  States  aen:  Io  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal to  aupply  the  British  and  allied  armica,  4cc.  7,000,000  bbla. 
Th       "■         '      -    ■  •  ■ 


of  tl'iur. 


less, 


'he  editor  of  a  British   paper  makes  the  supply 
heieaDer  a  matter  for  ■aerioOs  conaioerailon,'  having  heard  of 


onrembergn.  Thia  'serious  consideration'  will  became  much 
more een'oua  when  the  news  of  war  reachea  England,  unices, 
indeed,  tlie  British  Ministry  should  pursue  the  kind  policy  thai 
some  of  their  frienda  in  the  Unhed  Bulas  havealreedy  [.rdposed 
to  adopt,  which  is  of  granting  licensee  to  American  vessels  to 
carry  rruvisiona  to  those  countries;  provided  alwaya,  nevA<the- 
liie 


le  Government  and  people  of  the  United  Biatea  shall 
generoualy  agree  to  nourtah  their  enemiea,  and  prolong  the 


war,  for  the  mere  pleamra  of  fighting. 

was  it  Ihe  object  of  the  owners  of  Ihe  Ariadne 
to  supply  tbe  Brititb  foices  wilh  provi^ionsl  If  a 
doubt  remains  of  Ibis  being  the  object  of -ihe  peli- 
tionerc,  I  thick  it  will  be  dissipatr-d  on  reading  ihe 
Biitidt  license  which  was  found  ou  board  at  the 
time  the  ship  was  captured.  I  will  read  it  to  tbe 
House;  it  forms  a  part  of  the  report  of  Ihe  com- 
mittee upon  this  claim: 

"7*0  tht  etmmandeTM  qfany  ofkis  Majetty'a  fhipt  of  tear  or 
frivale  armed  vtueU  behnginf  to  ntbjtct*  of  hi*  M<u 

"Whereas,  Irom  a  coRalderation  of  the  grtat  Importance  of 
comiovlng  «  regular  supply  of  flow  sod  wner  dry  provisions  to 


the  pora  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  it  haa  been  deemed  expedient 
by  his  Mttjesty'B  Government,  that,  notwlthatanding  the  hoati- 
litiea  now  exiatlng  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  Statea 
of  America,  every  protection  and  encouragement  should  ba 
given  to  American  vessels  laden  with  flo-jr  and  other  dry  provi- 
aiona,  and  bound  to'  the  porta  of  Spain  and  Portn^l;  and, 
whereaa,  in  furtherance  of  theae  views  of  hia  Majesty 'a  Govern- 
ment,  and  for  other  purpoeea,  Ilerbert  Sawyer,  esq.  vice  admi- 
ral and  commander-inchlefof  hia  Majesiy'a  squadron  on  tha 
Halifax  elation,  haa  directed  to  me  a  letter,  under  date  of  Ihe  Slh 
of  August,  1812,  (a  copy  whereof  ia  hereunto  annexed,)  and 
wheiein  I  am  instructed  to  furnish  a  copy  of  hia  letter,  under 
my  consular  seal,  to  every  American  vessel  so  laden  and  bound, 
eithei  to  any  Portugneee  or  Siaoiah  ports,  and  which  is  design- 
ed aa  a  safeguard  aira  protection  to  such  vesnl,  in  the  proiecu- 
tionof  such  voyage:  now,  therefore,  io  pursuance  of  tnese  in- 
structions, I  have  granted  unto  the  American  ship  Ariadne, 
Bartlett  Holmes,  maater,  burthen  three  hundred  and  eighty-two 
andtwoninety  nfthaofaion,  nowlyingiin  Ihe  baibor  of  Alex- 
andria, laden  with  flour,  and  bound  to  Cadix  or  Lisbon,  the  an. 
nexed  document  to  avail  only  for  a  direu  voyage  to  Cadiz  or 
Lisbon,  and  back  to  the  United  Statea  of  Amotea.  Requesting 
all  oBicste  commanding  nis  Majesty's  ahipe  of  war,  or  private 
armed  vessels  belonging  to  subjects  ofhis  Majeaiy,  not  only  to 
BuOerlheaaid  ship  Ariadne  to  pass  without  any  moleaiadon, 
but  alao  to  extend  to  her  all  due  aseistance  and.  protection  in 
the  proaecmion  of  her  voyage  to  Cadiz  or  Lisbon,  and  on  her 
return  thence,  laden  with  such  other  merchendiee  to  Ihe  nett 
anionnt  of  her  outward  cargo,  or  in  ballast  only. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  ofoflice,  at  Boston,  this  fifth 
IL.  a  )  day  of  September,  A.  D.  eiehieen  hundred  and  twelve. 
ANPREW  AU.EN,  jr. 

UiaHsjesty's  (JonsnL" 

Now,  sir,  I  have  sutamiited  to  the  Honsp  all  Ihe 
faels-and  circnms'ances  in  this  case,  upon  which  it 
seems  to  me  that  there  scarcely  can  be  a  doubt  as 
to  the  character  of  the  traffic  and  intercourse  which 
the  British  license  itself  informs  us  that  it  was  the 
great  importance  of  obiainiog  supplies  of  provi- 
sions which  induced  the  British  Government  to 
grant  such  a  ssfegaard  to  American  vessels.  Of 
what  then  were  the  deiitioners  ignorani?  Was  it 
of  the  fhet  that  the  law  prohibited  ii?  DM  they 
not  know  it  was  wrong  in  itself  to  supply  tbe  ene- 
my of  their  country  wilh  provision  >7  Whether 
the  law  prohibited  it  or  not,  ihey  knew  that  it 
was  aiding  an  enemy  to  defeat  their  own  country- 
men. Surely  Ihey  were  not  so  iKOorant  as  all  thu. 
No,  sir,  they  were  acting  npon  the  principle  or  their 
party — ^tbat  it  was  right  and  praiseworthy  to  aid 
and  assist  the  enemy,  and  infamous  to  support 
their  own  Government. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  much  astonished  that  any 
committee  of  this  House  could  be  induced  to  re- 
port and  recommend  the  passage  of  this  bill,  while 
those  who  really  looght  for  ib^ir  country  are  de- 
nied payment  for  their  horses  lost  in  the  public  ser- 
vice. Yet,  with  this  denial  of  justice  staring  us  in 
the  face,  wr.  are  called  upon  to  reward  not  only 
traitors  in  feeling,  but  those  whp  availed  themselves 
of  a  British  protection  to '  aid  and  assist  an  ene- 
my in  time  of  war  I  I  am  ihe  more  astonished  at 
this  when  I  rcflsist  upon  iha  diffi:itliie5  existing  at 
this  moment-~-we  are  now  threatened  with  another 
war  with  Eoglaod;  and  jai^ging  Irom  the  past,  we 
might  again  expect  to  see  these  same  patriotic  men, 
and  idl  who  would  be  inuflenced  by  iheir  example, 
engaging  in  ihe  old  trade  of  supplying  the  enemy 
with  money  and  provision;;  and  if  you  sui:ceed  in 
detecting  their  treasonable  praciiccs,  they  will 
again  ask  yoa  to  remit  tbe  penalty,  quoting  iMs 
case  as  a  precedent.  For  one,  I  will  never  give  my 
assent  to  the  passage  of  this  bill.    No,  sir;  never. 

To  ptove  that  the  Federal  party,  which  is  comicg 
into  power  by  ihe  election  of  Gei)-  Harrison  under 
Ihe  revered  but  delusive  name  of  Whig,  and  to 
show  Ihat  the  change  of  name  from  Federalist  to 
that  of  Whir,  wtts  a  mere  device  to  resuscitate  the 
old  Federal  patty,  and  bring  it  into  pow-r,  I  have 
thought  it  advisable  to  pablish  tbe  annexed  extracts 
a.s  an  appendix  to  my  speech: 

•i  In  1812,  at  a  Federal  convention  held  In  Brentwood,  Mr.  Web- 
ster reported  reaolutlon«jusiil>ing  the  public  enemy,  and  con- 
demning hia  own  Goverbment. 

While  in  Oongreaa,  he  opposed  the  war  at  every  elep.  Among 
volomea  aCapeechea,  denouncing  the  wtur  and  the  Adminiatra- 
lion,  he  aaid: 

"Utterly  aaloniahed  at  tbedecleiallon  of  war,  I  have  been  aur- 
priaed  at  nothing  since.  I  saw  how  it  would  he  proaeauted 
when  I  saw  how  it  was  begun.  There  ia  an  unchangeable  rela- 
tiOD  Iwlwean  raah  councils  and  feeble  execuiton." 

"They  (theFederalials)  know  the  limit  of  conaiilntional  op* 
paeiiion.  Up  Io  that  limltthey  will  walk,  and  wtik  fearleas- 
ly." 

He  thus  exuhed  at  the  defeat  of  our  arms  and  Ihe  marderaua 
inroads  of  the  savages:  . 

"This  is  not  the  entertainment  to  which  we  werehiTliad. 
We  are  told  that  these  disappointments  are  owing  to  tha 
oppoeltion  which  the  war  encounters.  Thiaianonew  strain. 
It  is  the  consunt  tune  of  every  weak  or  wicked  Admin^tra- 
tion  I" 

Let  the  recorded  voles  of  Mr.  Webster  ia  CaogreaitWw 
where  he  waa  and  ever  has  been, 
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8&m  CoNa->«2ND  Sess. 


Rdief  of  NcUhanid  Ooddard  and  olfierg — Mr.  Tumty. 


H,  of  Reps. 


July  li  l8IS,Damel  Webtter  roted  against  a  bill  fnr  uaeaajng 
and  collectiiig  ttXM  to  (uiuia  Che  wu;  July  Qtli,  agaiui  a  bill 
for  dutieaon  refined  lugaraand  sales  at  auction. 

January  7, 1814,  he  votoJ  against  a  bill  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the 
■nny;  January  10,  against  a  bill  to  delect  and  punish  traitors 
andaplea;  JanuryS2,  against  a  bill  to  enlist  troops  during  the 
war,  in  a  minority  of  aerenj  January  23,  against  enforcing  the 
non-Jmportation  lavrs;  February  8,  against  raising  fire  regi- 
ment*; March29,  agalnstcalling  out  the  militia  to  execute  the 
lam  and  repel  inTosion;  December  I,  against  nroviding  reve. 
nue  for  maintaining  ihepuhlic  credit;  December  10,  against  call- 
ing on  the  States  foriheir  quotas  of  militia  to  delend  the  fron- 
Uera,  on  the  19tb,againBt  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  expetises  of  the 
war,  and  against  a  bill  to  piot  ide  for  rebuilding  the  Capitol  and 
public  offices  which  had  been  burnt  by  the  enemy  I 

In  the  Mtine  spirit,  in  1836,  when  we  were  threatened  with  a 
French  war.  and  it  was  proposed  to  put  means  m  the  hands  of 
Andrew  Jackson  to  defend  the  country,  Daniel  Webster  ex- 
claimed in  this  United  States  Senate,  "I  would  not  vote  for 
this  bill  if  the  enemy  were  tntiering  down  the  walls  of  tke 
Capitol." 

A  vei  y  natural  eentiiaeni  from  the  man  who  voted  against  re- 
building the  Capitol  adcr  th^  enemy  \^A  burst  it  down. 

So  raurh  for  the  arm  v.  What  did  Mr.  Webater  do  for  the 
navyl  Be  now  pretends  that  was  his  favorite  in  the  war,  and 
the  Pedeialista  lately  gave  him  a  cane  made  from  Wood  of  Fer- 
ty'f  flag  ship.    What  did  he  do  for  the  navyl 

The  I'iiai  January,  1811,  Mr.  Webster  voted  againtl  an  ap- 
propriation of  ohe  million  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
navy  i  This  was  less  than  four  months  after  the  vicuiry  of 
Perry  on  the  lakes,  so  that  had  the  country  dej^nded  on  Daniel 
Webster,  the  gallant  Ferry's  flag  ship  could  not  have  been  kept 
afloat. 

The  catalogue  iji  not  full,  but  It  is  sofllcienC- 

Aad  who  are  Daniel  Webster'aaswciate*  in  Hassachusetts,and 
who  bare  mtde  William  Harrison  the  bearer  of  their  standardl 
We  will  identify  some  sf  the  leaders. 

WHO  WERE  THE  HARTFORD  CONVENTION  tEAD 
ERSI  AND  WHERE  ARE  THEY  NOW1 

At  Ms  speech  at  Alexandria,  June  II,  1840,  Daniel  Web- 
ster, who  appointed  General  Harrison  his  "standard  bearer," 
exclaimed: 

**Peliow-citixens,  we  must  not  stop  or  falter  in  our  op- 
position to  the  Administration,  till  our  lost  prosperity  is  re- 
stored !"  >      f~    / 

Whan  the  Federal  Massachusetts  Legislature  assembled  to  op. 

Cthe  war,  preUminary  lo  the  Hartford  Convention,  Benjamin 
lellexclaimM  in  his  CentincI: 

"All  the  branches  contain  majoiities  of  the  friends  of  peace; 
and  whatever  con  be  done  to  restore  their  country  to  lis  lost 
prosperity,  will  be  attempted."— Boston  Ctntintl.May  26. 

Th«  F«ieral  measure  to  rsstore  lost  prosperity  In  1814,  was 
the  Hartford  Convention.  The  Whig  measure  lo  do  the  same 
in  1840,  is  to  restore  the  losi  influence  of  the  Hartford  Conven- 
tloQ  men,  bymeansof  theHarrisburg  Convention,  under  Harn- 
son  and  hard  cider ! 

LIST  OP  SCRVIVORa  WHO  voted  FOR  THE  IIART. 
FORD  CONVBNIION. 

In  the  Kassachusetu  Senate,  October  8,  1841,  Harrison  Gray 
Otis  reported  the  bill  for  the  Hartford  Convention,  which  was 
Carried,  22  to  12.  Its  principal  advocates  were  Messrs.  Otis, 
<tuincy,  andWhits,allnow  Vvbig*.  Of  those  who  voted  for  it, 
^ere  are  now  living: 

Josiah  Quincy,  president  ofHarvard  College,  Harrison  Gray 
Otie,  Thos.  H.  Perkins,  and  Daniel  Sergeant,  of  Boston. 

Essex-— Samuel  Patnam,  a  Judge  of  the  iSupreme  Court,  ap- 
|)ointed  by  OovemorStrongj  Daniel  A.  White,  of  Salem,  Judge 
of  Probate  and  president  of^a  Bank  panic  meeiing,andalao  of 
the  great  Whig  dinner  given  to  Daniel  Webster  in  1834,  when 
the  decapitated  figure-head  of  the  frigate  Connsiiiution  was  ex- 
luhitad  by  Parker  H.  Pierce,  then  chairman  ofihe  Boston  Whig 
Committee  of  Safety,  and  subaetiuently  the  fugitive  president 
of  the  Whig  Commercial  Bank;  Caleb  Foote.  the  furlnue  Whig 
Editor  of  the  Salem  Gazette,  and  an  ex.member  of  Governor 
Everett's  Council,  is  Judge  While's  son.in.law. 

Worceeier.— Silas  Hurraan,  of  Bolton,  holds  a  Stale  oflico 
from  a  Whig  Governor. 

Hamilton  and  Fronklu-— Samuel  Laihrop,  Samuel  C.  AI- 

1.70. 

Bristol.— Samuel  Crocker,  of  Taunton,  member  of  a  great 
Whig  corporation^  and  an  officeholder. 

Plymoilh.— Wtlkm  Wood,  Judge  of  Probate,  and  now  nnmi- 
naled  fur  Harrison  Elector  fur  Plymouth  District,  by  the  Whig 
Convention  held  at  Worcester  the  17th  of  June  last— voted  fur 
and  to  approve  the  Hartford  Convention,  and  to  send  ambassa- 
don  to  Washiogton. 

Judge  Womlneaded  the  hard  rider  procession,  with  canoes 
and  cabins,  tliat  marched  from  Middlebnrftugli  to  Rriilgowarer, 
ih*4th  of  July  last,  to  hear  Robert  G.  Winihrop,e.'c|.  the  %V'hig 
Speaker  of  the  Hassachuseti^Unuees  of  Reprewntatives.  Wilki;a 
Wood  was  cbneen  a  Federal  Senator  from  Piymnufh,  in  1S14, 
over  Nathan  Willis,  then  of  Rochester,  who  was  a  Republican 
Senator  for  that  county  in  1813,  with  Seth  Sprogue,  and  voted 
with  him  for  his  resolve  to  build  a  74  gun  sbip,  for  the  uFe  of 
the  United  States,  lo  carrv  on  the  war,  and  agalrtst  Jjsiah  Qtiin- 
cy'siesolutinnnoi  to  rejoice  at  ournaval  victories,  lie  Waa 
Cliainiianofthecommiuee  that  repor'ed  that  Marcus  Mortoa 
was  chosen  clerk  of  the  Senate  in  1813.  Mi.  Willis,  now  of 
Berkshire,  Is  the  Demnctaiic  candidjue  for  Licutetmnt  Gover- 
nor, whll)>  Mr.  Wood  is  a  candidate  for  nerriwn  elector! 

Of  the  above  1 1  snrvlvors,  nut  of  the  23  who  voted  for  the 
Hartford  Convention  in  the  Senate,  all  but  one  ate  Whigs  and 
Harrison  men.  Mr.  Alien,  ofFranklln,  is  a  decided  Democrat. 
He  was  one  of  thoee  whom  Mr.  Otis  described  as  not  cractly 
Federalists,  but  "the  flying  squad."  In  i  is  eighth  letter,  Mr.  Oils 
speaks  of  "the  Federalieia,"  (or  persons  comrxisinff  the  majori- 
ty,) for,  he  add&  there  were  ation;  them  a  few  or  the  "flying 
stiBsd"  in  both  Houaes.  in  the  session  of  1814,  when  the  Con- 
vention wsa  formed.  Mr.  A  Ten  declined  voting  on  the  first  mo- 
tion for  the  Hartford  Convention. 

Neither  can  we  poaiiively  speak  as  to  Mr.  Lathrop,  who  has 
token  no  part  In  politics  forsome  time.    All  the  restore  earnest 
supponera  of  Harrieon-    They  an  "where  they  have  been  and 
aver  mean  to  be." 
.  SURVIVING  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

It  is  a  dlfllcult  task  to  obtain  a  full  list  fram  so  numerous  a 
body.  In  what  we  have  lot,  we  have  taken  great  pains,  and 
carefully  Mudled  accuracy.  If  there  is  any  errer,  it  is  inadvei  ■ 
lent,  and  we  beg  it  may  be  pointed  out. 

In  the  House,  the  yeas  were  260,  nays  90;  for  Maine,  41  yeas, 
at  nayr,  ibr  Massaehnsetis  proper,  819  yeas,  69  nays.    THiose 


belonging  to  Massachusetts^  who  voted  for  the  convention,  and 
are  ascertained  to  be  now  living,  are  aa  follows,  as  accurately  as 
we  can  learn.    Wc  attach  tlie  Whig  olfices  they  now  hold: 

Boston.— Jonathan  llunnewell,  (an  ex.Whig  Senator;)  Ste. 
phcn  Codman,  (of  the  Quorum;)  Benjamin  Russell,  (a  Justice, 
eX'^itor  of  the  Boaton  Cenlinel,  toaster  of  Harrison  tbe  last 
4ihof  July,  ex-member  of  Gov.  Everett's  countui,  dec.  &c;)  Ben. 
jamin  Whitman,  (ex-Judge  of  Police  under  Gov'rs  Lincoln  and 
Davis,  of  the  (iuor<.>m;)  William  H.  Sumner,  (now  of  Rox- 
bury,  ex-Adjutant  General,  and  Justice  of  the  Quorum;)  Ben. 
jamin  Weld,  (now' of  Maine;)  Oliver  Keating,  of  Chelsea;  Dan- 
iel Messlngec,  and  William  Uarris,'(who  were  en  the  commiitee 
that  gave  a  pretended  mechanics'  dinner  to  Dnniej  Webeter, 
Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  and  Menifee,  of  Kentucky,  in  Faneuil 
Hall,  July,  183-4;  both  have  been  members  of  the  House;)  Geo. 
G.  Lee,  (formerly  of  the  Essex  Junto;)  Lynde  Walter,  (Justice 
Peace;)  Lemuel  Shaw,  (Chief  Justice  of  Supreme  Court,  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Lincoln;)  Thomas  Barry;  Richard  Sulli. 
van,  (holos  a  Slate  office;  Benjamin  Gorham,  (ex.Whig  member 
of  Congress;)  William  Stur^is,  (recenily  of  the  I9enale  and 
House,  made  a  speech  in  the  10  cent  rebellion  in  Faneuil  Hall, 
Hay,  1837,  said  to  the  enraged  assembly  that  Amos  Kendall 
would  be  eaten  up  ifhe  was  present.) 

Essex  CotnjTT. 

Sslem— Dudley  L.  Pickman,<niember  of  the  Honee  in  1834, 
voted  to  denounce  Jackson  for  veto  of  the  bank,)  Benjamin 
Hawkes;  Eiisha  Mack,  (Judge  of  Police  Court;)  John  <31en 
King,  (of  the  Quorum;)  and  IJevetettSaltonstall.tWhig  mem- 
ber of  Congtt;s3,  oi  the  Harrison  Executive  Committee,  de- 
fender of  the  (Hartford  Convention)  faith  in  Congresa,  restorer 
of  patriot  Presidents,  described  by  John  Quincy  Adams  as  "just 
such  a  monarchist  as  Jonathan  Jackson,  one  of  Essex  Junto, 
was !"  delegate  lo  the  '■Rebel  Convention,"  with  Timothy  Pick- 
ering, in  1812,  maaterof  ceremonies  to  receive  John  Bell,  when 
he  latdTennessee  at  the  feet  of  Webster,  in  1837,  &c.  &c.) 

(.Mr.  SaltonstalI'must  still  be  a  Federalist,  or  a  very  bad  man; 
for  he  says:  "A  Federalist  iumedJ)emocratk  the  worst  of  all 
politicians."] 

Robert  Emery,  another  Salem  member,  is  now  of  Springfield. 
E.  H.  Dorbey  is  also  living. 

Danvers.— Nathan  Felton,  Sylvester  Oeliern.- 

Ipswlcb. — Joseph  Farloy,  (Justice  of  Peace.) 
-    Beverly— Robert  Rsntoul;  Nathaniel  Goodwin,  (Cashier  of 
PlymouUi  Bank.) 

Oloucasier.— Jams*  Appleton;  Jonathan  Kimball,  (now  of 
flalem.) 

Rowley.— Thomas  Gage,  jr.  (now  senior,  Whig  member  of  the 
House  in  1833,  a  Justice.) 

Newbury.    Josiah  Little. 

Newburyport.— Jonathan  Ooge,  (Justice  of  the  Pesce;)  Isaac 
Adams,  (now  of  Hethoen;)  Samuel  Newman,  (now' of  An- 
dover.) 

Boxford.— Parker  Spoflbrd- 

Andover.— Timothy  Osgood,  * 

Haverhill.- David  Howe,  (Justice.) 

MiLLBSEZ  CoCMTr. 

Chnrlestown.- Joseph  Uurd,(now  ol  Stoneham;)  John  Soley, 
(of  the  Quorum.) 

Cambridge.— William  ntlllard,  (member  of  the  Hoosa  in 
1833,  recently  deceased;)  Royal  Makepeace,  (Gtock  Agsntefihe 
Canton  Company  at  Baltimore. 

Medford.— Dudley  Hall,  (of  the  Quorum) 

Weston.— Isaac  risks,  (Register  of  Probate  ) 

.Framingham,— Abner  Wheeler,  (of  the  Quorqtn,  county 
Commissioner,  and  a  Whig  candidate  for  Senator-) 

Reading.— Timothy  Wakeflekl,  (Justice  of  the  Peace.) 

Groton. — Luther  Lawrence,  (very  recently  deceased.  Whig 
Mayor  of  Lowell.) 

NonfoLK  ConiTT. 

QninCT— Thomas  Greenlsaf,  (Sewetary  of  the  Federal  Con- 
vention liiatnominatedJobnBrookafor  Governor,  in  16!^,  and 
now  a  Justice  for  the  Commonwealth-  He  ia  the  only  survivor 
of  tho  seven  out  of  all  Republican  Norfolk,  who  Voted  for  the 
Hartford  Conrentioa.) 

pLTIfOCTH  COTWTV- 

Plymouth.— Barnabas  Hedge,  (just  deceased,  a  justice;)  Ben- 
jamin Bramhall,  (now  of  Quincy;)  Nathaniel  M.  Davis,  (now  a 
Whig  counsellor,  elected  by  a  Whig  I.egii!laiure  to  advise  Go- 
vernor Motion,  member  of  the  Ilarrisburg  Convention.) 
Bristol  Countv. 

Taunton.— Jonathan  Ingalls. 

Raynham. — Job  n  Gilmore,  Oustice  peace.) 

Norton. — Isaac  Hodges. 

Somerset.— David  Anthony,  (justice  ) 

Berkley.— A [KiUos  Toby,  (now  of  New  Bedford,  a  Justice  of 
the  quorum.) 

Troy,  (now  Fall  River.)— Joseph  E.  Reed,  (a  big  Whig,  mem- 
ber of  Bristol  CfiUnty  Whig  convention.) 

Westport. — Abner  Brownell,  (of  the  quorum.) 

New  Bedford.— Jireh  Swift,  (then  jun.)  J.  Williams. 
Barnstablb  County. 

Yarmouth James  C^rowell,  Oustice  and  commissioner.) 

vVellfleei.— Josiah  Whitman  (justice  and  expnstnmsler,  a 
Whig  ) 
.  (Nantucket  and  Dukss  county  sent  no  member.] 
WoacBSTsa  County. 

Silencer. — James  Draper. 

Uxhridge.— Uoniol  Carpenter;  Samuel  Read,  (of  the  Legisla- 
ture in  1637.) 

Graflon. — Jotiathan  Wheeler. 

Lancaaler.— William  Cleaveland. 

Bolton.— Stephen  P.  Gardner,  (of  tbe  qnoram.) 

Sterling. — Samuel  Sawyer,  Thomas  H.  Blotld. 

Paxton— David  Davis,  (then  jr) 

New  Bramtree.— Joseph  Bowman,  (then  jr.  member  of  John 
Davis's  Council  in  1834,)  Justice. 

IlaxpsnniB  Coontv. 

B'>uth{tmpton.  — Asahel  Bircc,  (Justice.) 

Middles  Id.— John  Dixon.  (Justice,) 

Oranby. — David  Smith,  (Justice.) 

AmhersL— Simeon  Stion)^,  (Justice;)  Noah  Webster,  (of  dic- 
tionary fame,  an  ardent  Whig,  in  Connecticut.)  [Not  one  hay 
In  all  Hampshire.] 

Hojipnaa  Codhtt. 

Ixingmeadow. — Calvin  Burt. 

Palmer.— Alpheus  Coovetse- 

nianford.— Alanson  Knox. 

Choaier.— .Asahel  Wrighu 

FSANKI-IN  COOSTV. 

Shelburn.— WUIiam  Wells,  (Justice.) 
Hawley  —Thomas  Longley,  (before  described.) 


Ashfieid.— Ends  Smith,  (now  of  Onnby.) 

BSRK^EE  CoitNTY. 

Xanesborough— Henry  IlubbanI,  (Cuunsellor  of  Gorensr 
Lincoln  in  \Sa,  Whig  member  of  the  House,  1636,  ajil  of  the 
Quorum.) 

tc^EUhty-fivs  members  of  thee  Honse,  who  roced  Ibr  ihs 
Hartford  (convention,  now  living,  [except  three  just  deceased;! 
and  of  these  all  but  two  are  known  members  of  Ihe  piesm 
Whig  i>arty,  and  supporters  of  Harrison! 

Addmg  the  eleven  surviving  Senators  and  the  six  *ui  tWiag 
memberi  of  tlie  Hartford  Cooveniion,  who  were  not  of  the  Le. 
gislature  in  1814,  and  of  this  aggregate  of  ninety-ntoe  stmriTafa 
all  but  three  are  niodetn  Whigs  and  llarrisonitea  I 

Of  the  sixty. nine  Massachusetts  meipbers  who  voled  against 
the  Haitford  Otoveniiou,  but  twelve  survive.  Of  these,  eight 
are  still  Democrats,  one  unknown,  and  but  three  ara  RonMxi 
Whigs,  viz :  Lincoln,  of  Worcester,  Gumey,  of  Boston,  and 
Fish,  of  Falmouth. 

SURVIVING  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HARTFORD  CONVBN. 
TION 

Tbe  Massachusetts  Legislature  chose  these  dslegalas  lo  d» 
convention.  In  conrenUon,  October  18, 1814.  The  FedetoliMs 
Cast  216  rotes — the  RepubUcsus  all  refusing  to  act.  in  thi*  Irea. 
aonable  proceeding. 

The  survivors  of  the  Massachusetts  delegates  are:  Hon.  8.  B. 
Wilde,  (Judge  of  the  supremo  court:)  Harrison  Gray  OiJa(a 
memher  of  Congress  in  1800,  and  votetdfor  Aaron  Burr  afnasl 
Jefl'ersoo;)  William  Prescott,  (an  ex  judge  sad  juatica  lor  the 
Commonwealth;)  flodijah  Baylies,  (judge  of  ptohaio  till  ISM;) 
Daniel  Waldo,  (justice  of  the  quorum;)  Stephen  I^ngfsllow,  of 
Portland;  Joseph  Lyman,  (sherift  of  iIampshirs,V)d  eaaiait- 
sloner  to  qualify  oflicerf*;)  and  Thomas  II.  Perkins,  (one  of  the 
commissioners  to  treat  with  the  President,  signed  the  Wtdg 
handbill  in  1832,  that  P(>nnsylvania  had  gone'againel  Jackson.) 

Of  Gkwernor  Strong's  Council,  who  advised  the  Hiutfard 
O>nventioo,  two  onlysurvive,  and  both  are  Whigs,  viz:  Nahom 
Mitchell,  member  of  the  House,  and  Benjamin  Pttkman,  the 
son  of  a  dislingulabed  Tory  of  ths  Revolution,  member  of  As 
Essex  Junto,  and  oneof  the  commiuee  to  celebrate,  in  fioatso, 
the  lestoration  of  ths  Bsurboos. 

The  only  known  survivors  of  that  convention,  out  of  Moaa- 
chuMit^atc  ctnrectly  ascertained  to  be,  Calvin  Goddatd,  and 
Roger  M.  Sherman  of  Connecticut;  Beigamin  Ha&ird,  of 
Rhode  Island;  and  Josiah  Dunham,  a  supernumerary  from 
Vermont,  now  in  Lexington,  Kentucky.  They  are  all  HenisoD 
Whigi 

Here  are  one  hundred  and  five  of  tbe  direct  original  Butbtd 
Convention  school,  now  prominent  \%'higa,aiid  Democrata,(7> 
as  is  pretended  of  the  Jefferson  school !  Add  lo  these  other  sur- 
vivors who  supported  legislaUve  measurea  to  get  ap  or  ap- 
prove that  convention,  seventeen  in  number,  and  the  ptamineat 
men  in  Ura  primary  conventions,  still  living,  eighteen  in  num- 
ber; end  it  gives  an  aggregate  of  one  bandied,  and  forty-se*eii 
men  of  that  school,  nearly  all  in  Massaehnsetis,  who  an  prin- 
cipal adviser*  and  adois  in  tils  eflbns  to  restore  the  days  of  di* 
black  cockade,  and,  in  the  language  oflbeir  expounder,  Hr. 
Webster  "have  made  William  H.  Hairison  the  bearer  of  tbelt 
standard  I" 

Who  can  doubt  the  character  of  that  flai:;  when  those  an  ihs 
men  who  rslly  under  ill  Who  can  deoy  the  aptneas  of  Ihe 
motto  on  "the  significant  bannerl" 

■^e  are  Where  we  ever  have  been  and  ever  mean  to  be!" 

Trace  it  siill  fsrthen  Mr.  Otto,  in  his  defence  of  ihai  coarai- 
Hon,  (which  Mr.  Saltonstall,  as  ono  of  dis  Horrisoo  Kxacmtrs 
CommiliM  decioi  es  was  a  patriotic  body,)  remarks  thai  ibe  ac- 
ton in  that  convention  Inve  conlinited  to  receive  In  Maasacta- 
sells  ample  testimonials  of  public  confidence. 

This  is  true.  In  Ikn,  the  pilneipsl  oflicea  in  On  State  ae 
now  held  by  them ;  and  of  those  whose  oames  are  given  in  this 
list,  ninety  two  now  hold  offices  of  Whig  a|>polotinent. 

To  these  men.  the  promineol  Whig  counssllon  in  Massaehu. 
seus.  General  Wilson  says,  is  owing  the  nominatioo  of  Gsosial 
Harrison !  -  Massachusetts  dM  it,  and  if  the  Whig  party  of  Has. 
sachnsetts  directed  the  movement,  who  dimblslbatltis  what 
Judge  Hopkins  ofPennsylvania  described,  viz:  tbe  old  Federal 
party  striving  again  to  get  inio  powerl 

THE  HARRISON  ELECTORS  AND  DARTFORD  CON- 
VENTION. 

Of  the  fourteen  candidates  now  in  nomination  for  Ilarrisna 
Rectors  In  Massachusetts,  all  but  two  apostotss  an  old  Fede- 
ralists, viz: 

Isaac  C.  Bates,  secretary  of  the  Hampshire,  Hampden,  and 
Franklin  Rebellibn  Convention  to  resist  the  war,  July,  181^  and 
orator  of  the  Washington  Benevolent  Society,  and  ooe  of  the 
Federal  Commiitee  of  Safety  to  oppose  the  Govemmenidurmg 
the  war,  d^.  [Mr.  Bates  oontinuee  his  wachks  pTVfeamam 
against  his  own  Government.  At  a  recent  Whig  gaiksriiic  st 
Greenfield,  he  advised  the  Whigs,  if  they  could  obisu  redress 
in  no'other  manner,  to  take  down  their  muskets,  and  pick  their 
flints!] 

John  B.  Thomas,  another  Harrison  elector,  is  aFedaalsoaof 
Joshua  Thomas,  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Convention. 

Robert  O.  Shaw,  another,  was  k  member  of  the  Washington 
Benevolent  Society  in  18:3,  '14,  organized  as  Feileral  clubs  to 
oppose  the  war.    (See  Stebbins's  Directuiyof  1813.1 

George  Grinnetl,  another  elector,  was  a  member  of  the  same 
Federafconspiracy,  and  one  of  the  Commiitee  of  Safety  I  ap- 
pointed in  1812,  by  the  Hampshire  and  Franklin  Fedoral  Coovso- 
lion,  to  oi^pose  the  war. 

Wilkes  Wood,  aiioiherelector.  Toted  for  Ihe  Hartford  Con- 
vention measures  in  the  Massachusetts  Senate;  voted  lo  ap- 
prove the  acts  of  that  convention;  voted  afrainst  a  vole  of  thanks 
to  Andrew  Jacluon  for  the  battle  of  New  Otleans;  voted  aaioat 
admitting  Louisiana  into  the  Union;  voted  not  lo  provide  lor 
the  UnitM  Slates'  diiect  tax  to  sustain  the  war  of  1814,  &:. 

Export  of  Gold. — From  the  Boaton  Patriot.— U  isa  noltni- 
ous  fact,  that  there  Is  at  this  moment  a  traffic  carried  on  betweea 
Ihe  United  States  and  Canada,  more  da.siruction  to  our  national 
interest  Jhan  an  evasion  of  the  embargo,  or  even  partially  sup- 
plying the  enemy  with  provisions,  es  its  eflbci  an  so  much  uof^ 
extensive-  We  mean  the  taking  from  tliit  country  on  fss* 
mease  auanlity  of  GOLD  to  Canada;  and  receiving  thtr^for 
BrititkOnemmtnt  bills .  It  is  well  known  that  tbousoadi 
ofpounds  sterling  are  daily  ofleredon  the  exchange;  and  such 
is  tha  demand  Ibr  gold,  that  It  will  bring  upwards  of  four  per 
cent,  advance,  for  the  purpose  of  the  above  mentioned  traffic 
Would  it  not  be  well  forour  Government  lo  lake  it  fnio  seri- 
ous consideration,  and  would  the  British  find  In  difficult  to  fsr- 
ulsh  supplies,  and  to  pay  their  troops,  was  it  not  for  IhisiDia^ 
coaa»%-liiWt  Weekli/Seiitttr,  March  18,1814. 
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Treasury  Note  Bill— Mr.  Bhett. 


•BLotjtqw. 


Disaoicoaisi.B  Complikbiit.— A  late  Salem,  (Manxchu- 
■bUj)  paper,  alter  mentjoninx  a  number  ofsmall  reomlB  burnt 
b>  Ibe  enemy  on  the  neighboring  coaat,  eayi:  "Thai  they 
lioudad  one  with  intent  to  bum  her,  bnt  diacanrlng  ibe  wis 
eanaa  the  "FedeiaUM,'  etaerred,  ihey  would  not  deitroy  her  Tor 
harnaOM'iaike;'  and  she  wsenot  deetivyed." 

UfOeft  Weekly  Regitter,  JuueX,  1814. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  RHETT, 

OF  BOnXH  CAROUNA, 

£i  Ihi  Burnt  »f  Rtf/ttioUaittt,  Januarj  21, 1841— 

On  the  Treasnry  note  bill. 

Mr.CliainiiaD:  There  are  Ikree  propositions  sob- 
nitted  to  tbe  Honse  for  sapplying  the  necessities  of 
the  TreasDiy.  Tbe  first  is  that  submitted  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means— an  issae  of  fire 
milljoiuof  Trearary  notes — based  open  the  sappo- 
aitioa  that  the  defieiency  in  the  Treasury  is  bat  tem- 
porary, and  thai  the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole 
of  the  emission,  will  ^  redeemed  daring  the  fit<»l 
year.  The  next  is  the  proposition  of  the  gentlemaa 
iiom  New  York,  [Mr.  Babnabd,]  a  permineot 
loan  of  ten  millions  of  dollars.  The  last,  auxiliary 
to  both  of  these,  submitted  by  the  geeilemaA  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  STiiNLT,]  is  taxation  upon 
siUu,  wines,  and  linens.  The  Committee  pd  Ma- 
■niaetares  have  anticipated  one  of  ihese  expedients 
of  taxation  by  preposiog  a  bill  laying  a  duty,  almost 
prohibitory,  of  twenty  per  cent,  on  silks  only.  All 
of  ibe  expedients  proposed,  excepting  that  of  the 
Commiiiee  of  Ways  and  Means,  assume  the  fact 
that  there  is  a  permanent  dedciency  in  tbe  Trea- 
sory,  which  must  be  supplied  by  permanent  means, 
a  fonded  debt,  and  increased  taxa'ion.  I  propose, 
sir,  to  show  that  no  such  fact  exists,  and  that  the 
fiv«  mUliims«f  Treasiiry  notes  proposed  by  the  bill 
immediately  tinder  eonstderaiion,  will  be  sufficient 
to  retieTe  the  Treasury  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  permanent  deficiency  in  the  Treatniy,  sap- 
Mced  by  gentlemen,  has  been  estimated  variously. 
The  gentleman  from  Maine  (Mr.  Eviirs)  pots  it 
at  1^7,000,000  to  $10,000,000;  the  gentleman  from 
Tenaeasea  [Mr.  Bell]  at  (16.000,000;  my  coU 
kacoe  [Mr.  Thompson]  at  $15,000,000;  and  the 
geatleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Babnabo]  at 
$40,000,000.  The  gentleman  froqi  Maine,  who 
eommeocsd  all  this  prodigious  oypheriag,  began 
Ilia  table  by  taking  up  the  current  expenditures  of 
Ibe  last  yeai^  aodtben,  calling  upon  those  who 
propoeed  retrenchment  to  ^how  in  what  particulars 
they  could  be  reduced.  The  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
wry  proposed  to  reduce  them  from  $22,000,000  in 
1840,  to  $19,000,000  for  1841.  Show  ia wbatpar- 
tienlars  ttiis  can  be  done.  Tbe  call  is  a  fair  one, 
and  ought  to  be  fairly  and  folly  met. 

Tbe  chief  sources  for  retrenchment,  pointed  out 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  are,  the  public 
buildings,  pensious,  the  fulfilment  of   trraiies,  and 
remoral  of  Indians.    The  gentleman  from  Maine 
conceded  the  reduced  expenditure  of  the  public 
buildings  of  $200,000;  but  be    strenuously   com- 
bated  the  two  other  items    of   reduction.      He   I 
showed,  from  the  returns  in  the  Pensioa  Office,  th&t  i 
Ibe  deaths  of  the  pensioners  last  year  did  not,  on  an  | 
arerage,  reach  four  per  cent ;  but,  in  bis  generosi-  \ 
ty,  he  allowed  ten  per  cent.;  and  as  to  the  removal 
of    ibe   Indians,    there   had   been    anpropriated 
for  that  purpose,  the  last  year,  but  $300,000.    All 
tbe  Mving  from  these  sources  would  not  reach 
JI,O0O.0OO. 

The  fallacy  of  taking  tbe  returns  of  deaths  to  the 
Pension  Offi;»  as  the  «relerion  of  expenditures  in 
4hat  Department,  should  have  occurred  to  a  far 
1«8S  acute  mind  than  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maine.  Hundreds  of  pensioners  may  die,  and  yet 
no  statement  of  the  fact  be  cooveyMl  to  the  Pen- 
sion Office.  Toe  ponsion  will  only  not  be  called 
for;  and  after  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  pen- 
sion officer,  the  time  allowed  by  law,  the  money 
appropriated  will  be  relurned  to  theTreascry.'  An 
inference  may  be  drawn  th.^t  the  pettsioner  is  dead; 
btit  it  cannot  be  stated  to  b:  so  officially;  and  if 
not  dead,  he  can  claim  bis  arrears  of  pension.  And 
•bonld  It  not  have  occurred  to  the  gentleman,  that 
even  his  ten  per  cent,  might  be  too  small  an  esti- 
mate for  the  deaih)  of  men  between  eighty  and 
one  hundred  years  oldl  Nothing  but  fraud  and 
peijary  could  keep  up  Ihe  pension-roll  at  such  a 
rate  of  extinguishment;  and,  if  he  chooses  to  ss- 
e,  ia  his  compaiatton,  tbe  deficiency  of  all 


moral  principle  among  the  Revolutionary  pen- 
siopers,  who  chiefly  come  from  bis  portion  of  the 
Union,  I  shall  not  take  this  for  gianied  in  my  le- 
gislation. I  take  the 'estimate  made,  not  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  tbe  Treasury,  but  by  tbe  Commissioner 
of  Pensions  (a  man  of  undoubted  capacity  and  in- 
tegrity) and  the  pension  bill  reported  by  a  commit- 
tee 10  the  House;  and  they  show  an  expenditure  of 
$858,455,  in  1841,  less  than  was  required  in  1840. 

And  now,  sir,  to  the  other  branch  of  dimi- 
nished expenditure — tbe  removal  of  Indians,  and 
payments  iocindentato  their  removal.  It  is  true,  that 
all  which  was  appropriated  the  laM  year  far  the 
removal  of  Indians  was  but  $300,000.  But  does 
not  th*  gentleman  know  that,  for  years  past, 
there  have  always  been  expenditnres  from  old  ap- 
propriations falling  due,  from  year  to  year,  which 
make  the  appropriations  under  this  head,  for  any 
one  year,  no  criterion  at  all  of  what  may  be  ex- 
pended? The  table  of  expenditures,  in  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry,  shows  a  large 
number  of  these  expenditures;  and  it  is  computed 
that  about  one-half  million  more  of  these  old  out- 
standing appropiiaiions  was  expended  Ihe  last 
year  than  will  be  needed  for  the  year  184 1.  There 
is  also  a  half  million  now  in  Ibe  .bands  of  the 
agents  of  the  Government,  ia  the  far  West,  to  be 
paid  to  the  Cherokees.  It  is  not  yet  known  whether 
ihis  amount  is  expended.  It  is  charged  to  the  ex- 
penditures of  1840;  but  if  not  made  until  1841, 
(be  money  will  ba  with  th?  charge  to  meet  it. 
Here,  then,  sir,  is  $1,000,000  more  expended  in 
1840  -than  will  be  needed  in  1841. 

There  are  two  other  items,  amongst  others,  of  re- 
duced expenditure,  not  mentioned  by  the  Sscreiary 
of  the  Tieastuy,  which  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
side,  I  am  sure,  will  not  dispute.  Tbi^  is  ihe  short 
session  of  Congrest;  and  we  will  continue  assem- 
bled nearly  five  months  less  time  than  in  1840. 
This  will  produce  a  saving  of  not  less  than 
$300,000.  And,  in  looking  over  the  expenditnres 
of  the  last  year,  I  find  that  as  large  a  sum  was 
exdeoded  under  old  appropriations  upon  rivers, 
roads,  harbors,  and  creeks.  These  appropriations, 
most  happily,  are  all  exhausted;  and  unless  Con- 
gress authorizer,  at  tbe  present  session,  new  ex- 
penditures on  these  objects,  none  can  be  made. 
Here,  then,  is  $600,000  that  should  also  be  de- 
ducted from  Ian  year%  cxpendiinre.  We  will  now 
carry  out  and  foot  the  bill,  and  see  whether  the  es- 
timate of  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry,  tbat  the 
expenditures  of  1841  may  be  reduced  some 
$3  000  000,  is  very  extravagant; 

CuiTeniexpeiiditureiofl840            -,  ■          ••32,489,319 
Deduct,  for  1841 

Public  boildlngs              ■  VlX^ffXi 

Pennons    -          -           -  86&466 

Remoral  oflndians,  d:c.  -  1,000'naO 

ahurtMwion  ofOonErew,  aXJOOO 

Roads,  harbon,  &c.  aoa,(X)0 

. 2,6M,«6 

#19,830.804 


Mr.  EvAN»— 


But  to  all  this  Ihe  answer  is  ready  at  band.  Ad- 
mitting that  there  are  items  of  expenditure  which 
can  be  saved  from  the  expenditures  of  the  last 
year,  there  are  new  charges  upon  the  Treasury  in 
1841  not  taken  into  computation  in  the  project  sub- 
mitted for  its  expeaditureft.  Let  us  look,  then,  on 
the  other  side  of  the  accsnnt,  and  estimate  tbe  ex- 
tent oi  these  charg-s: 

'  Nary  peneion  fund  •  -    SIGO.OOO 

(Maine  daimi         -  •  •     22U.0OO 

Florida  war  -  -  -    t,600  000 

Census        ....      600,000 
Postponed   Appropriations   for 
building  fortifications    -  -  1,600,000 

Mr.  B«Ll.—  Outstanding  appropriations,         10000,000 

Mr.THOHPSON—    Post»mcedeGriency         ■  -1,500,000 

Such  are  ihe  items,  with  itie  $4,500,000  Treasu- 
ry no'es  uarrdeemed,  which  make  up  the  calcula- 
tion of  indebtedness  tbese  gentlemen  submii  against 
th*  QovernmeDt. 

I  might  diiipute  the  expense  for  the  navy  pension 
fond,  because  it  is  as  yet  a  bill.  I  mi;ht  dispute 
the  Maine  claim,  bfcause  it  is  but  a  claim.  But, 
as  I  think  that  appropriations  ought  to  be  made  for 
these  objects,  I  will  yield  ihese  items.  The  Flori- 
da war  in  the  only  formidable  charge;  net  so  much 
on  account  of  sny  inherent  diffitmlty  in  the  citse,  as 
from  tbe  vast  sums  which  have  been  already  en- 
gulfed in  its  prosecotioo.  However  clear  may  be 
OUT  ioformatioD,  there  will  be  a  liagering  appie- 


benstoD  thai  we  may  not  comprehend  or  truly  stale 
the  demands  this  war  may  require  upon  the  Trea- 
sury. The  Territorial  auihonues,  acting  in  combi- 
nation  with  the  authorities  of  the  (jloveroment,  tend 
also  to  increase  our  confusion  as  to  our  eventual 
liabilities.  We  must  allow  for  our  doubts,  as  well 
as  our  information. 

There  has  been  a  demand  made  by  the  War  Dc- 
pariment,  of  but  $250,000,  to  pay  the  ntiUtia  for 
past  services  during  the  last  year.  This  we  will  ad- 
mit; Tliere  must  be  a  considerable  sum  due,  on 
the  same  account,  since  tbe  close  of  the  last  quar- 
ter in  September,  when  the  financial  reports  were 
made  up  to  be  submitted  to  Congress.  We  will 
double  the  amount  required  to  pay  past  serrieea, 
and  put  it  at  $500,006.  But  it  is  said  that,  some 
lime  since,  the  Secre:ary  of  War  proposed  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  an  appropriation 
of  $2,-500,000  to  carry  on  the  ordinary  operations  in 
Florida;  and  it  is  on  this  ground  that  the  gentleman 
from  Mains  estimates  an  expenditure  of  $1,500,000. 
If  he  had  any  reliance  on  this  proposal  of  the  Se- 
cretary, he  ought  to  have  gone  the  whole  $3,500,« 
000  at  once.  But  I  think  the  gentleman  has 
misapprehended  the  Secretary.  This  appropriar 
tion  is  required  by  this  department,  to  support  vo- 
lonteers,  (1,500  mounted  mm,  and  500  foot,)  to 
be  armed,  mounted  and  equipped,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  a  bill  which  passed  tbe  S  mate,  and 
was  reported  to  this  House-last  session  by  the  Mili- 
tary Committee.  It  is  not  asked  lo  support  militia, 
but  volunteers,  to  be  enlisted,  according  lo  the  sug- 
gestion of  General  Jesup,  and  the  provisions  of 
this  bill,  for  twelve  months  or  during  the  war,  as 
permanent  adjuncts  to  the  regnlar  army.  Unless, 
therefore,  you  legislate  the  authority,  no  such  large 
expenditure  can  be  made.  Botjadmitting  that  the 
appropriation  is  asked  to  pay  the  militia  force 
which  may  be  employed  during  the  ensuing  year, 
in  prosecuting  the  war,  does  it  follow  necessarily 
that  the  expense  will  be  incurred?  The  militia  can 
be  called  out  into  service  but  three  months;  and 
are  gentlemen  &ure  that,  if  now  in  sertrice,  they 
will  b3  in  service  on  the  4th  of  March  nextl  and  if 
then  in  frrviee,  will  they  be  called  out  by  the  suc- 
ceeding President,  and  be  continued  in  lervice  dur- 
ing the  year?  The  Indians,  since  the  proposed  ap- 
propriation by  the  Secretary  of  War,  have  been 
broken  up  in  their  strongholds,  and  are  daily  com- 
ing in;  whilst  the  snmiher  heats  are  rapidly  ap- 
proaching, when  military  operations  must  be  sus- 
pended. Alihough  iheie  are  4,500  of  our  regular 
troops  in  Florida,  I  do  not  say  that  two  mil- 
lions, or  twice  two  millions,  may  not  be  expended 
during  the  year,  in  the  prcst'caiion  of  this  war. 
Tbat  will  depend  upon  tbe  succeeding  Adminislra- 
lion.  But  I  do  say,  that  according  to  our  present 
information  and  our  ftiture  prospects,  $750,000 
will  be  a  fair  estimate  for  all  its  necessary  expeudi- 
expendiiarrs. 

Tbe  expense  of  taking  the  census,  $500,000,  aud 
the  postponed  appropriatioDs  for  fortifications,  of 
$1,500,000  more,  are  easily  disposed  of.  Tliey 
constitute  a  part  of  the  next  item,  of  $10,000,000 
of  ou'standing  appropriations,  charged  by  the  gea- 
tleman from  Tennes^e,  [Mr.  Bill]  as  gfniUmea 
will  see  by  looking  over  the  list  in  the  report  of  the 
Seeretaiy  of  the  Treasnry.  We  come  then  al  once 
to  this  great  i'em  of  $10,000,000.  It  coastitates 
the  chief  argument — almo^t  the  oaly  argument,  (for 
without  it  no  argument  woald  have  been  pre- 
tended,) of  iodebt-  daess  in  the  Qovcrnment,  asd  a 
deficiency  in  the  Treasury  for  tbe  wants  of  the  en- 
suiog  year.  I  think  I  will  show  tbat,  to  represent 
these  outsiandiog  appropriations  as  liabilities  upon 
the  Treasury,  for  which  additional  means  are  to  b« 
provided  ieyend  iKt  twte  o;)pr(;pruIt'»w,  is  a  gross 
fallacy. 

Great  confusion  with  respect  to  ibis  item,  result, 
ing  in  some  degree  from  the  imperfect  heading  {If 
the  accounis  in  the  reports  of  Ihe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  has  been  repeatedly  cxhibiied  in  Con- 
gress. Last  year  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
Dawsos,]  and  many  others,  insisted  that  this  item 
was  so  much  money  in  the  Treasnry.  Now  it  is 
insisted  that  it  is  a  debt,  lo  discharce  which,  during 
the  year,  means  must  be  provid:d.  It  is  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other.  It  is  seen  in  all  our  annual 
reports,  ranging  from  lea  lo  twenty  millions.   Lm( 
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year  II  was  ibirteen  jniUioD):;  this  year,  ten.  It 
eonaisis  or  liabilities  on  the  Trearaiy  on  aecoant 
«f  past  appropriations,  to  complete  wbieh  the  mo- 
Mjr  hu  not  been  called  for;  and  when  (he  mo- 
ney is  called  for  during  any  one  year,  there  vill 
osaally  be  ae  mach  money  nndrawa  fiom  the 
Tteaeory  remainiog  on  hand  from  the  new  ap- 

'  piopriationa.  Tbas  the  money  taken  on  account 
of  the  old  appropriations  will  be  balanced  by  the 
tDOUBj  remaining  in  ihe  Treaiory  from  the  new 
apprepriaiiotts.  The  whole  of  an  appropriation 
can  seldom  or  nerer  be  expended  imniediately; 
because  the  applitsition  of  labor  is  necessarily 
gradnal  and  limited.  Pablie  works  are  not  com- 
pleted in  a  day;  and  whaiever  amonat  is  drawn 
for  soeh  porpoaesby  virtue  of  old  appropriations,  is 
eonaterbahuiced  on  the  Treasury  books  by  the  new, 
for  wbieh  money  is  not  reqaired.  The  aceoant 
diiu  runs  on  from  yearto  year;  the  onlstanding  ap- 
propriations at  any  one  time  being  pretty  much  the 
same.  It  is  therefore  an  affair  of  paper, 
not.  of  debt,  for  which  money  mtist  be  sop- 
pUed.  b  it  not  astonishing,  sir,  that  men  old  in 
imislation  on  this  floor  should  alarm  themselves, 
and  endeavor  to  alarm  Ihe  country,  by  mdi  egre- 
gions  mistakest  And  yet,  this  single  item  consti- 
tntes  the  main  ground  for  the  declamation  we  have 
heard  about  a  bankropt  Treasury  and  profligate 
Administration;  whilst  an  extra  wssion  of  Cktngress 
is  gravely  urged,  to  stop  up  the  enormoas  gap  it 
has  made  in  the  Treasury. 

The  last  charge  is  on  account  of  the  Post  Office, 
made  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Tbompson,]  of 
11,500,000.  I  turn  to  the  Postmaster  Qeneial's  re- 
port, and  I  find  that  he  puts  the  indebtedness  of  his 

^Department  at  bat  |319,845.  Nor  will  even  this 
small  amount  be  any  charge  upon  the  year  1841, 
for  which  extraordinary  means,  by  taxation  or  per- 
manent loans,  need  be  psovided.  The  Postmaster 
Gteneral  says,  in  his  repon:  "But  the  present  appa- 
rently unfavorable  financial  condition  of  the  Oe- 
paitment  need  occasion  no  anxiety.  It  can  be  sus- 
tained upon  its  own  resources,  and  soon  placed  in 
a  safe  and  proeperoas  condition."  *  *  * 
"With  a  reasonable  expectation  of  a  reduction  in 
the  expenses,  of  the  ttanspocuuion,  and  nearly  a 
certainty  of  a  considerable  increase  in  its  revenue*, 
the  future  piospeets  of  the  Dqpartment  are  highly 
satisfactory." 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  contracts  for 
transporting  the  mail  are  made  for  four  years;  eonse- 
qoesUy  a  large  portion  of  the  contracts  fulfilled 
within  the  last  two  years  were  made  when  prices 
were  very  high,  and  have  therefore  been  exUrava- 

Snt  for  the  times.  This  department  has  been  in- 
bted  rqwatedly  beyond  this  amount;  but  it  has 
beenlefi  to  itself,  and  has  always  worked  out  i's 
owit  extrication,  and  doobtless  now  need  no  assist- 
ance from  any  resources  but  its  own.  This  item 
therefore  may  be  wiped  out. 

Let  us  now  review  the  account,  and  see  how  it 
stands: 

Navy  pension  fund      -  -  -     |150,000 

Maine  claims  .  -  .      2-20,000 

Florida  war     -  -  -  -       750,000 

Census  .  .  -  .         _ 

Foetpohed  appropriations  for  fortifica- 
tions .  -  -  .         _ 
Outstanding  appropriations      .  .         - 
Post  Office  deficiency   -           -  -         - 

tl.  120,000 

8o  much  for  the  enormous  bill  of  particulars, 
vnder  which  the  Treasury  was  to  sink.  Add  thisi 
f  1,190,000  to  the  appropriations  for  the  year  1841, 
contained  in  the  Mils  reported  to  the  Home,  and 
now  lying  on  oar  table,  in  conrormity  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Treasury  Deparimeoi,  and  then 
let  us  compare  them  with  our  resources  for  the 
year: 

New  appropriations  proposed  for  1841 11&,  6-31,000 
Permanent  ^-  •  •  -    1,013,300 

Charges  admitted  above  •  -   1,130,000 

Treasury  note*  outstanding      •  -   4,500,000 


Bssourees  of  the  Treasury,  .with  the 


^,354,300 


issue  of  $5,000,000  Treasury  notes 

proposed  by  the  bilt: 
Custom*       -  -        $19,000,000 

Lands  •  -  *3,500,0fl0 

Mise^laneons  -  80,000 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  in 

January  last  -  1,530,85.'! 

From  banks  -  .  .  230,00U 

Treasury  notes  which  may 

be  issued  by  the  last  act      -343.618 

24,733.473 
Add  new  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  proposed  by  the  bill,   5,000,000 

29,723,473 

'  6,479,273 
Redeem  the  (|5,000,000  Treasury  notes,    5,000,000 

1,479,973 


Thur,  sir,  the  Gk>veniment  will  be  enabled,  not 
only  to  redeem  the  |4, 500,000  of  Trea.'<ury  notes 
now  outstanding,  but  also  the  (5  000,000  of 
Treasury  notes  authorized  to  be  ismed  by  the  bill 
under  consideration,  (should  it  be  found  expedi- 
ent to  issue  (hem,)  and  have,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  in  the  Trea- 
sury. In  my  estimate  of  our  revenue  from  the 
customs,  I  have  put  it  at  what  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  conceived  to  be  reasonabje,  and  I  believe 
every  representative  from  our  great  commercial 
emporiums  will  approve.  The  other  items^of  onr 
resounses  have  been  undisputed,  and  I  believe  to 
be  indisputable.  Where  now  is  yonr  necessity  for 
a  ten  million  loan,  or  increased  taxation?  Neither 
expedient  can  be  necessary,  according  to  the  scale 
of  expenditure  we  propose  to  give;  nor,  if  they 
are  increased  several  milliott<<,  will  the  Qo- 
vemmeat  be  embarrassed.  Bat  will  onr  scale 
of  expenditure  satisfy  yonl  Certainly  not.  The 
gentleman,  from  Maine,  and  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  hare  b»th  proved  this  ptesent  Ad- 
ministration to  be  one  of  Ihe  meanest  and  most 
parsimonious  that  has  ever  afflicted  the  conn- 
try;  although  never,  since '  the  first  days  of  the 
coorederacy,  have  onr  foreign  relations,  con- 
stituting as  they  d'l  the  chief  object  of  its  crea- 
tion, been  conducted  with  more  skill  and  dig- 
nity, nor  onr  national  character  stood  higher 
abroad,  than  within  the  last  four  years.  But 
yesterday,  it  rioted  in  extravagance,  and  want- 
toned  in  its  profligate  expenditures  of  the  peo- 
ple's money.'  But  now,  it  has  neglected  its 
duty  to  Ihe  conittry,  in  the  unpriocipled  at- 
tempt to  spend  only  what  is  absolaiely  necessary, 
instead  of  aiming  at  that  position  of  dignity  and 
efficiROcy  which  a  larger  and  more  liberal  expendi- 
mre  vonld  secure.  The  times,  sir,  have  changed. 
A  new  Administration  is  about  to  run  its  course. 
In  the  accusation  of  parsimony  and  meanness  now, 
no  more  than  in  the  impntation  of  extravagance 
formerly,  was  justice  regarded  towards  the  present 
Administration.  But  the  purpose  now  is  to  prepare 
us  for  the  glorioos  advint  of  that  enlarged  ecino- 
my  which  will  take  every  harbor,  cie*k,  road,  and 
river,  snd  the  whole  body  of  c'aims  on  yonr  files, 
within  its  capacious  folds.  Then  will  thi  debt  of 
forty  millions  of  dollars,  so  strenuously  contended 
for  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  come  into 
brilliant  existence.  Bol,  as  yet,  we  have  the 
majority;  and  intend,  whilst  taking  care  that  no 
more  money  shall  be  expendtd  than  an  economi- 
cal administration  of  the  Qovernment  requires,  at 
the  fame  time  to  place  ample  mean;  within  the  con- 
trol of  the  succeeding  Administration,  to  maintain 
the  faith  of  the  Oovrroment  in  every  obligation 
imposed  npon  it  by  our  appropriations.  Our  views 
of  duly  will  not  allow  ns  to  do  more — ^it  will  not 
allow  us  10  do  less. 

Seeing  the  reported  and  resolute  eflbrts,  on  the 
part  of  gentlemen,  ia  spite  of  facts,  to  make  out, 
by  figures,  the  necesiiity  of  additiooal  means  for 
the  use  of  aovemment,  I  was  at  a  loss  lo  under- 
stand the  purpose.  If  an  extra  session  of  Contress 
was  wanted,  to  keep  up  the  cha«e  whilst  tbe  blood 
was  warm,  there  was  the  Independent  Treasury  bill 
to  be  repealed,  and  the  establishment  of  a  United 
States  Bank,  to  justify  the  measure,  at  least  to  thote 


who  had  placed  them  in  power.  But  the  mystery 
was  solved,  yesterday,  in  tbe  Senate,  by  the  frank 
declarations  of  a  distinguished  Senator,  about  to 
oconpy,  if  rumor  be  troe,  the  highest  seat  in  the 
coonjvls  of  the  ensaiog  Administration.  He  de- 
clared that  his  purpose  was  to  abstract  from  ike 
Treasury  the  four  millions  annually  accruing  iitm 
the  public  lands  by  giving  them  lo  the  States,  aid 
to  supply  the  vaeunm  by  taxation  through  the  cus- 
toms—chiefly on  silks.  Tbe  charge  of  indehiet!- 
ness  in  the  Government  is  thus  virtually  given  up; 
and  tbe  proposed  scheme  of  taxation  on  silk,  and 
other  pivdnetions  of  Prance,  is  distinctly  nnitel 
with  the  project  of  dtstrtbniioa.  I  understand  diii: 
it  is  sensible  and  manly;  although,  I  think,  unwar- 
ranted by  tbe  Constitution,  and  will  be  fatal,  by  in 
corrupting  influences,  lo  onr  irtiole  fmme  of  Oo- 
vemment. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  opposed  to  a  tax  tm  lux. 
nries.  On  Ih*  contrary,  I  shall  be  prepared,  when 
the  time  arrives,  if  any  discrimination  is  n^nitted 
In  onr  duties,  to  go  as  far  as  any  one  in  the  poliey 
of  relieving  the  necessities  of  life  from  taxation, 
and  raising  all  the  revenue  we  may  require  by 
imposts  an  luxuries.  Bat  I  am  not  prepared  to 
tax  any  thing  to  replace  money  whidi  may  be  ta- 
ken from  the  Treasury  to  be  given  to  the  States, 
A  giving  Oovemment  is  essentially  a  tyranny.  IHtee 
Qovemments  are  fiduciary,  not  absolute,  in  their 
character,  and  have  no  right  to  expend  money  bat 
for  the  purposes  they  were  organized  to  fulfil. 
Largesses  to  the  people  have  ever  proyed  to  be  the 
price  of  tiieir  liberties,  or  the  instrument  by  which 
they  have  been  overthrown.  Under  no  eircnm- 
stances,  therefore,  will  I  aid  a  policy  which  all  his- 
tory proves  to  be  so  fatal  to  liberty.  But  if  I  were 
prepared  lo  adopt  it,  I  should  not  supply  the  va- 
cuum in  Um  Treasury  it  would  occasion  by  n  tax 
on  parfienlar  luxuries,  imported  chiefly  by  ths  pro- 
ductions of  the  South,  and  leave  those  free  of  duly 
which  are  imported  by  the  productions  of  other 
portions  of  the  Union.  Tax  all  luxuries  or  tax 
none.  The  trade  between  France  and  thisconiury, 
which  it  is  proposed  to  burden,  is  carried  on  alnMSt 
exclusively  by  the  couon,  rice,  and  tobacco  of  the 
South.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  table  earefnlly  eom- 
piled,  showing  Ihe  exports  and  imports  between 
France  and  the  United  States,  from  the  year  1835  to 
1839,  inclneive. 

Export*  lo  Pranee. 


1830. 

1836. 

1837. 

1838. 

VS3B. 

Ezptru   • 

Dollara. 
X,0t6,066 

Dnllam. 
J1,MI,2IX> 

Dollara. 
19,760,21)3 

Dollara.  1  Dollan. 
lS,822.4aG{l8,33GveM 

III 

17,460,415 
90?,liJS> 
i»6,8l7 

17,519,787 
9&t,846 
413,848 

15,265,679 
783,842 
274,6i» 

12,360,073 

1,232,410 

139,R2B 

13,323,142 

eiaw 

Thus  Uie  whole  direct  export  trade  is  carried  oa 
almost  entirely  by  oor  staples;  and,  nadonbiedty, 
they  eoniribnie  a^so  largely  to  the  indirect  trade  by 
which  the  importations  from  France  ate  eflleeied, 
censistinit  of  an  average  of  from  three  to  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

ImpoTlt/rom  France, 


Imporls 

RillM 

Winea 


1S3S. 


1836. 


DoUan. 


Dullan. 


Dollar* 
2],362.S84|37,03a,23S{22,06a^l4 

12,097,386 


15,61 1,185 
1,691,442    1,915,180 


1S37. 


8,675,816 
1,713,203 


1839. 


Dollar*. 
18,771,797 


t8». 


Dollan. 
32,631,3X1 


S,C70,K2S  15,099  4n 
889,463   l,37«,97t 


Of  worsted  and  worsted-stuff'  grods,  we  also  im- 
parted a  million  and  a  half  average;  of  linen, 
about  hair  a  million;  and  ot  specie,  about  a  mil- 
lion. Whilst*  of  maaoractnred  cotton  goods, 
we  imported  scari^ly  one  million  a  year.  Thos 
showing  that  this  lucrative  trAde,whilst  it  is  beneficial 
lo  the  South,  does  not  come  into  competition  with 
the  cotton  manufactures  of  the  North.  Its  bear- 
ing on  the  navigation  interests — that  great  iute- 
rest,  which,  unless  crippled  or  crushed  by  our  un- 
wise legislation,  is  destined  to  be  the  bulwark  of 
our  national  independence — is  also  most  remarka- 
ble. Nearly  the  whole  trade  is  carried  on  by  onr 
own  shipping,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
tablet 
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ImpoiM.- 

.  bi  AOMr. 

remla- 

Expqrti  ■ 
In  Amur. 


Dollan.     D  iMars. 
23,362,584  37, 


1833. 


183l>. 


,036,239  32,036,614 


33,156,322 


22;39(,U1 

^jmjosi  21,Ml,20O 
17,515,865  18,^1,370 


1837. 


20,265,909 


19,750,253 
15,260,391 


1838. 


Dullara. 
1S,771,7W 

16.374,708 


15^22,405 
13,aie,193 


1839. 


Dollan. 
32,531,821 


30^411,087 


1S,336,8&1 
13,721,031 


'  This  is  the  trade  it  if  proporrd  to  cut  np  -by  a 
doty,  aliD(»{  prohibitory,  cf  20  per  ceot.  on  silks, 
and  the  ether  prodaetioos  of  Fraaes  ia  proporiioa. 
It  would  leem  lo'be  manifesl  that,  ifa  heavy  doty 
is  laidLon  the  imports  of  aay  commodity,  it  mast 
affect  the  valae  of  the  prodoction  with  which  the 
imports  are  affected.  If  we  do  not  take  the  pro- 
daetioDs  of  Pnaee,  how  can  ^he  take  oars7  Aid, 
if  yoa  burden  them  with  taxes,  must  she  not  take 
his  cotton  and  tobacco,  or  take  them  at  a  less 

-prioet  This  woald  seem  loo  clear  for  argument. 
Bat  my  «ol]eai!iie  (Mr.  Thompson)  has  found  an 
antoment  in  adroeating  ihis  scheme  of  taxation, 

'whieb  proves,  to  bis  entire,  satisfaction,  that  our 
staples  oalfci  b«  affected  hy  any  duties  we  may 

-imppsa.     [i  is  this:  Taxation  on    luxarie»   does 

-mref  diminish  the  coBsampiion  of  them.  Pat 
wiae,  he  say;,  at  six  dollars  a  bottle,  and  it  will 
sell  as  freely  a';  at  one.  This  is  a  bold  a.^sumption, 
and  mair  be  true  sometimes  with  a  profligate  cox- 
comb; but  ceriainly  conflicts  with  all  the  precon- 
eaived  no'lonsof  political  economy.  It  can  only 
be  Ime  a^n  the  st>ppo.>ition  that  one  means  for 

.mirehasing  and  consaming  are  un(iint«i  (  a 
net*  we  would  all  be  glad  to  know  and  feel.  If 
they    are    limited — then,    however    diminished, 

'  whether  by  taxation,  conflagration,  or  any  other, 
eaose,  our  consumption  must  be  diminished  with 
Iheni.    The  gentltman'i  doctrine,  if  true,  will  also 
load  10  the  comfortable  conclasion  chat  taxation 

,can  nersr  affect  consumption,  and  will  be  no  bur- 

-danatall.  If  It  cannot  dimini:ih  the  bofisumption 
ttfsapetfluities  and  luxuries,  how  can  it  diminsh 
that  of  oeoessilici^?  Necessities,  from  the  force  of 
the  term,  imply  things  which  must  be  consumed, 
because  iinplicaited  with  existence  itself;  and  if 

.Ittxaries  wilt  also  be  equally  consumed,  whether 
taxed  or  fre«— then  the  consumption  of  a  people 
will  always  be  the  same,. nader  any  form  of  taxa- 
tion. It  has iiitheno  been  supposed  '.bat  taxation, 
being  a  deprivation  of  the  means  of  consumption, 
would  diminish  consumpiion,  especially  on  those 
articles  which  men  could  do  wiihout — the  luxuries 
pr  supetAttities  of  life. 

Bat  my  colleague  goes  farther.  He  contends 
that  the  Sonih  will  absolutely  be  benefited  by  cut- 

'  ting  off  oar  silk  trade  wiih  France.  It  will  induce, 
or  rather  compel,  the  women  of  America  to  wear 
cotton  instead  of  silk  gowns,  and  thus  increase  the 
demand  fur  our  raw  cotian. 

Throwing  oat  of  consideration  the  fact,  that  if 
we  can.<iuine  colion  fabrics  instead  of  silk,  the  sup- 
ply will  not  be  from  France,  as  her  small  exporta- 
tion of  cotton  goods  to  thit  country  clearlf  shows, 
the  gentleman,  to  make  his  position  good,  woald 
have  to  prove  that  the  value  of  silk  and  cotton  la- 
bric3  is  the  same.  If  silk  laee  .or  a  silk  gown  is 
worth  ten  times  more  than  similar  commodities  of 

eotton,  it  is  clear  that  consuming  the  same  quonti- 

tUt  of  each  will  not  equalize  the  trade.  To  com- 
pensate the  cotton  plaster  for  excluding  a  silk  gown, 
purchased  and  imported  by  his  coiton,  the  girls 
must  wear  oat  ten  gowns  in  its  .stead.  This  would 
require  an  u^iusualaeiivi'y  of  motion,  and  a  ward- 

,roba  far  outnumbering  that  of  the  Dutch  girls,  with 

'  their  woollen  petiicoaw,  so  ludicrously  described 
by  Washington  Irving  in  his  Knickerbocker.  If 
British  cotton  good*,  equal  in  quantity,  are  snbsti- 

•tuiedin  our  markets  for  the  silks  of  France,  it  will 
eat  off  the  demand  for  our  coiton  exactly  in  this 
proportion  that  silk  is  more  valuable  than  cotton. 

nor  can  we  see  any  thing  in  excluding  French 
silks  from  oar  markets  which  will  increase  the  con- 
sumption of  raw  cotton  In  France.  T.'ie  twenty 
millions  of  raw  cotton  purchased  by  her  rilksand 
other  manufactures  is  worked  up  into  .'<ome  eighty 
or  a  hundred  millions  of  ihts  manufactared  article, 

-wUeh  is  eoDsai:3e^  almost  entirely  in  France.  This' 
is  the  eonsamption  resulting  from  oar  cotton  im- 
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*That,  until  the  thirtieth  day  o{  June,  one  thousand  eight 
Hundred  and  forty. two.  the  dutlei  irapoeed  by  RXisiing  laws,  a« 
jnodiSed  by  this  act,  «iiall  remain  and  continue  to  be  collected. 


And /rom and  a/Ver  the  day  last  aforeaaid,  all  dutiee  upon  im. 
portaahall  \»  collected  fi>  ready  money,  and  all  credits  now 
allowed  by  law  atiall  be,  and  hereby  arc,  abolished;  and  such 
dutieM  ghall  be  laid  for  thepurpose  of  raising  suchTcvenue  aa 
may  bo  nrccsaory  to  an  economical  adiiii..ii»trath>n  of  the  Go- 
vernment."   .  ' 

Now  here,  sir,  "the  duties:  iuipoced  by  exiiting 
laws,  as  modified  by  Ibis  act,"  are  lo  "remain  and 
continue  to  be  collected"  only  until  the  30lh  June, 
1843;  "and  frtm  and  n/Ur  the  day  last  aforesaid," 
"such  duties  i>hilt  be  laid  for  th«  purpose  of  raising 
such  remnitt  as  may  be  necessary  to  an  economi- 


poited  icto  France.  Now,  if  the  gemleman  de- 
stroys our  tiade  niih  Francf,  and  she  is  forced  to 
supply  her.'elf  with  cotton  elsewhere,  in  conse- 
quence of  our  refuiifig  to  receive  her  manufactures 
in  return,  it  is  obviou.s  that,  to  repay  the  Southern 
planters  for  the  diminished  consumption  of  twenty 
millions  of  their  raw  cotton,  he  mus-t  produce  a 
market  fur  eight  or  a  hundred  millions  for  the  ma- 
nafaiSiiued  maierial.  Do  gentlemen  suppose  iheir 
invention  and  prowess  in  legislation,  equal  to  such 
a  task? 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  it  ij 
only  ncocisary  for  Southern  enterprise  and  industry 
to  find  a  profiiable  market  for  cur  staples,  and  it  is 
immediately  struck  at  by  this  Qov,^fnment.  Yoar~ 
tariff,  before  1833,  burdened  cur  commerce  and  de- 
pressed our  staples  in  all  tba  maVkets  of  the  world. 
Ill  1833— not  from  a  regard  to  oar  interests,  but 
contrary  to  our  interests,  to  subserve  the  purposes 
of  our  manufactuie^s,  who  did  not  manulactare 
silk  or  make  wines — ^you  left  silks  and  wines  free 
of  daty.  The  treaty  with  France  in  1831  reduo  d 
Ibe  duties  on  our  long  cottons,  and  left  our  cot- 
ton with  a  nominal  duty*  merely  upon  them,Wbilst 
it  redpoed  (he  duty  on  wines.  We  accommodated 
our»elves  toonr'simatioB.  A  lucraiive  and  harm- 
less trade  has  grown  up  bettreen  ourselves  and  our 
first  great  ally;  and  now,  the  first  modiflcati  a  of 
the  tarifi'  prtjposed,  is  to  cipple,  and  perhaps  de- 
stroy this  trabe  entirely.  If  ihe  spirit  of  rctaliatlQn 
is  awakened,  do  gentlemen  suppose  that  they  will 
have  i.t  all  on  one  side? 

If  I  heard  with  rfgret  the  advocacy  of  my  col- 
league of  this  proposal,  nnnicensarily  to  burden  a 
trade  peculiaily  beneficial  to  ibe  Sou'h,  it  was  with 
still  greater  regret  1  heard  him  introduce  the  sub- 
ject of  a  general  adjustment  of  the  tariff.  He 
Mated,  and  staled  truly,  if  his  position  as  to  the  in. 
debiednesv^  of  ihe  Qovemment  wa^  correct,  that  a 
lax  on  silksand  wines  did  a(>t  interlere  with  the 
provisions  of  the  c&mproinii<e  act  of  1833.  Why, 
then,  did  he  go  further  than  the  ca»e  lequimi, 
and  not  only  maiuiaia  ihe  expediency  of  taxing 
wi.ihin  the  limits  of  that  ac,  but  discuss  the  sub- 
ject of  a  proiective  tariff  generally, and  broadly 
maintain  that  the  act  of  1833.  was  permanent  and 
perpetual  in  its  provisions,  and  the  discrimitiations 
ii  contains  in  favor  of  the  manu'actarers  ought  to 
be  coniinaed  after  the  year  1842?  Hunor  and 
hcnesty,  be  contended,  required  this  at  our  hand'. 
If  these  positions  be  true;  a  protective  tariff  is  fas- 
tened on  the  country  forever. 

I  maintain,  sir,  that  the  act  of  1833  ia  not  per- 
petual m  its  letms,  but  expires  on  the  30th  day  of 
June,  1842;  and  that  the  principle  guarantied  in 
that  bill,  so  far  from  justifying  the  continuance  of 
the  protective  policy  in  our  system  of  tazaiinn,  is 
directly  the  reverse,  and  looks  distinctly  to  its  eniire 
abandcnmeni.  ^ 

I  recollect  well  «h«n  this  act  first  passed,  taking 
my  opinions  rather  from  what  others  taid,  than  an 
inspection  of  ihe  act,  I  had  an  impression  that  this 
act  did  not  expire  in  1842:  but  the  duty  of  aciiog 
upon  it,  lately  brought  me  to  an  examination  of  iis 
provisions,  and  I  saw  immediately  that  my  impres* 
sions  were  erroneous. 

The  third  seciion  of  the  act  provides: 


"Hie  duty  on  coiloni  imported  inlo  France,  in  Ameticui  or- 
French  bottoms,  is  twenty  rrancs  on  one  hundred  kilogrammce. 
The  duty  is  the  same  on  cottons  coming  from  South  America. 
A  discrimination  is  m«le  on  coiions  imported  in  French  bot- 
toiiis  from  Eeypt,  the  duly  being  but  fifteen  froncs.  VVhnn  im- 
porteil  in  any  other  boTtoms.  it  is  twenty  francs.  The  iaipona- 
lion  of  coiton  frtmi  the  Uniipd  State)  into  Franc*  in  ISt'*,  was 
7,659,400  kilogrammes;  in  1933,  it  was  437a>.0a)  kilogrammss; 
whilst  the  hnporta-ion  from  Egypt  to  1829  was 7.686,000  kilo- 
grammes; in  1838,  it  was  only  2,363,178  kilograihmM.  This 
■bowa  die  progrts*  of  the  traile. 


cal  adminiitraion  of  the Oovcrnment."  Is  it  net 
plain  that  the  duties  continue  only  un'il  30ih  Jane, 
1843)  and  ii  it  not  also  plain  that,  afier  that  pe- 
riod, 'ha  protective  principle  was  to  be  aban- 
doned? We  should  call  to  miml  the  point  of  contest. 
The  South,  or  rather  South  Carolina,  contended 
that  Congress,  ia  laying  tiuiies  ilalie^  on  imports, 
had  DO  constiiutiunal  right  lo  discriminale  between 
any  article!;,  excepting  on  the  greund  of  revenue. 
Ithasnoconstitaiional  right  to  lav  its  taxes  with 
the  view  of  fostering  the  interests  of  the  manufac- 
turers, or  in  any  manner  promoting  the  interests  of 
one  class  of  producers  raiher  than  another;  all  be- 
ing equally  entitled  to  any  icnmediaia  or  incidental 
benefit  which  may  arise:  from  the  duties  belonging 
to  all,  and  laid  for*all.  Tnis  actcontitiQes  the  dis- 
criminations in  favor  of  the  manufacturers  until 
30th  June,  1842,  and  says  ibat  then  they  shaU  be 
laid  for  revenue.  What  was  the  compromise  ef- 
fected by  this  aci?  It  was  this,  or  it  was  noibing: 
Wesubmittidlo  discriminations  in  the  dulies  for 
the  benefit  of  the  manufiusiurers  for  niue  years,  on 
condition  thai  then,  and  forever,  the  protective 
principle  wa';  to  be  abandoned;  and  no  dii^rimina- 
lions  were  to  be  impo.'-ed,  excepiing  ihofe  Which  a 
single  eye  to  the  revenue  only  would  require.  It 
was  a  great  conle.si  about  eimtiiati'mal  princi/iUs, 
and  it  was  settled  by  tuleraiing  an  unconstitaiional 
laie  of  things  for  nine  year.*,  ihat  tie  Constitatton 
might  ihen  be  restored. 

It,  by  the  third  section,  th:  du'ie;  are  laid  only 
tintU  the  30ih  June,  1842,  the  fif.h  seciion  of  this 
act  thow.s  tlisiincily  what . "ha' I  bt;  di)ne  after  ihai 
period:  "and  i:ll  ioiporis  on  whiih  the  fi.it  section 
(containing  t'le  protected  articles)  uf  this  act  may 
operate,  and  all  ariic'es  now  a<iaitt  ei  to  entry  free 
froip  tiuiy,  or  p;i>ina:  alcss  ratjo:  duiy  than  twenty 
per  centum  ad  valor.-m,  b(?lore  thn  .said  30lh  day  of 
June,  1842,/ram  mii^ftn-  that  day  myy  be  admitted 
to  entry,  subject  to  such  duty,  not  exceeding  iwen'y 
per  Centum  ad  valorem,  as  akalt  ht  ptav.ded  for  hy 
tew." 

There  is  here  a  goaraotee  that  the  prcteeted,  as 
well  as  the  ttnpr.>lectFd  article; — iho.e  which  bore 
a  discriminating  duty  for  ihe  benefit  of  mannfac- 
turers,  and  those  free — should,  all  of  them,  beat 
least  as  low  in  the  duty  as  twenty  per  cent,  ad 
valorem;  bat  not  a  word  is  said  as  lo  any  di«srimi- 
naiion between  ihem.  Tncy  are  t)  be  t>en  sach 
"asshall  be  provided  for  ly  l<w;"aQd  an  equal 
ad  valorem  duty  is  pointed  to  as  the  scale  of  their 
adjustment.  1  hesitate  not  to  rav,  shoiiM  you 
omit  legislation  on  the  ru^jecl,  before  the  30th 
June,  1842,  not  a  dollar  ai'ier  lhat  d^y  can  be  col- 
lected through  the  cus'oms.  Nu  tariff  will  be  in 
existence. 

'  Is  it  not,  them,  Mr.  Chiirman,  an  extraordinary 
constrnction  of  this  act,  that  it  is  peipelual  ia  its 
provisions;  and  that  we  are  bound— ahhough  it 
will  be  dead  by  its  on-n  lin:itit;on  in  1843,  and 
contains,  on  its  face,  a  renunciacn  of  the  protective 
principle— thai,  in  honesty  and  iiou^r,  we  are  bound 
to  give  it  life  a^ain,  and  perpetuate  those  unjast 
and  nnconstitnttonal  di'^criiniuaiions,  to  disburden 
ourselves  of  which,  we  hive  home  their  weight  for 
nine  years?  '1  he  price  is  paid.  We  have  endured 
OEcessive  taxation,  far  beyond  the  wan's  of  our 
Government,  with  all  Ibe  disasiers  of  a  surplus 
revenne,  in  iis  influence  upon  the  eorrency;  and 
we  have  before  a!<,  under  ihe  baneful  influence  of 
Ihe  deposiie  aci,  flowirg  from  iis  terms,  the  still 
greater  disastttr,  if  earned  into  effect,  of  a  dislriba- 
tioo  of  a  poriion  of  our  revenue  to  the  Slates  of  the 
-Confederacy.  AH  ihese  evils,  past  and  prospec- 
tive, we  have  rncouiiiered,  that  t^e  mauufacturers 
might  have  the  full  benefit  of  the  privileges  th-'s 
act  conferred  upon  them.  And  now,  when  their 
poriion  of  ibi3  compromise  is  to  be  performed,  a>hat 
do  we  beat?  .  Any  Ktirnng  appeals  to  the  Northern 
States  to  stand  to  their  engagements — to  fulfil  their 
faith  by  every  consideraiioa  which  individual  or 
national  honor  can  insp  re,  and  abandon  forever 
Ihe  principle  of  protection]  No,  sir !  no;  the  ap- 
peil  is  made  to  us — to  us,  who,  for  thirty 
years,  have  borne  di^criDliaating  duiies  for  their 
beneflr:  Wi;  must  brar  more;  Rmt  tear  it  for- 
ever— yield  npthe  piinciple  of  protection,  and  once 
more  lie  at  the  mercy  of  a  majotity  in  Congress,  iba 
prosperity  of  whose  constiiueais,  in  their  opinian. 
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rises  exactly  in  proporti^  to  oar  opposiiron.  And 
all  Ibis  we  must  do  in  ibe  sacred  name  of  honesty 
and  honor.  Wliy,  eren  supposing  my  coUeagae's 
conetmctioa  to  be  correct,  and  tbat  there  was  a 
distinct  clause  in  (he  act  of  1833,  declaring  that 
the  protected  articles  should  bare  a  discrimi- 
nating duty  in  their  laror  of  30  per  cent,  forever— 
what  moral  principle  would  bind  ns  to  its  observ- 
ftneel  We  have  declared,  tbat.  in  oar  opinion,  all 
discriminations  made  in  our  tariff,  for  the  benefit 
of  manufacturers,  are  unconstitotional.  Admitting 
lliat  former  statesmen,  filling  the  seats  wa  now 
occupy,  bad  made  legislative  arrangements  with 
. respect  to  this  subjaet,  which  come  in  direct  con-, 
diet  with  our  views  of  the  Consiiiniion;  codld  we 
dare  observe  tbemi  The, Constitution  was  over 
them,  as  it  is  over  ns;  and  we  are  sworn  here  "lo 
maintain,  jpioteet,  and  defend"  it.  The  oath  is 
onr  own,  and  so  must  be  its  responsibilities.  No 
plea  of  the  abandonment  of  others  of  their  con- 
stitutional duty,  if  they  have  done  so,  can  absolve 
lu  from  onr  oathi,  or  exempt  us  from  performing 
oars.  I  assnme  no  authority  over  the  consciences 
of  others,  nor  will  I  nsarp  the  high  prerogrative  of 
judging  them;  but,  for  myself,  I  say,  if  I  ever  vote 
for  the  imposition  of  discriminstiog  duties  for  the 
benefit  of  manufactarers,  under  the  present  Con- 
stitution, I  shall  deem  myself  guilty  of  moral  per- 
jury. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  singular  in  my  con- 
stmetion  of  the  act  of  1833.  Several  tf  tbe  States 
of  the  South  have  taken  tbe  approacbiog  adjust- 
ment of  tha  tariff  imo  consideration,  and  have 
passed  lesolntioos  showing  that,  according  to  their 
constf action  of  this  act,  ibe  protective  principle  i^ 
lobe  abandoned  after  1842.  Duiog  this  « inter, 
Georgia  and  Alabamy  have  passed  re.-olutions,  (I 
believe  wnanimonsly,)  declariDg  a  tariff  recognis- 
ing the  principle  of  protection,  is  unconstitutional. 
Sooth  Carolina  has  also  spoken  upon  this  subject; 
and,  as  one  of  her  Representatives,  I.  have  at- 
tempted (althoogh  feebly)  to  give  utterance  here  to 
lier  opinions.  On  the  18th  of  December  last,  she 
f  assed  the  following  resolutions: 

"SaoUoei,  That  the  power  given  to  Congrers  lo 
lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  and  imposts,  does  not 
anihorize  Congress  to  collect  money  excepting  for 
revenue;  and  that  a  tariff  to  protect  tbe  industry  of 
one  portion  of  the  community,  at  the  expense  of 
-the  othaj,  is  a  violation  of  the  !^irit  and  letter  of  the 
ConstituSon  of  (he  United  Stales;  and,  when  sncb 
a easa occurs,  the  several  Sates  will  decide  for 
thcmsrlvrs  the  mode  and  measure  of  redrrss. 

"Aew/oed,  That  the  people  of  this  Slate  have 
cause  to  congratulate  themselves  that  the  party 
lends  which  lately  weakened  the  vigor  efiis  coun- 
cils, have  happily  ceased;  and  that  Soaih  Carolina 
now  presents  to  the  enemies  of  her  policy  and  peao 
an  nnc^rided  front;  and  is  prepared,  as  she  is  re- 
solved, to  repel  by  proper  means  every  aggression 
upon  her  rights,  as  a  sovereign  Republic,  the 
instant  tbat  aggression  is  attempted." 

Sir,  there  is  no  misunderstanding  these  resola- 
t'ons,  although  they  may  b«  disregarded;  but  be 
assnred  of  one  thing:  word  for  word— in  spirit  snd 
in  form — will  they  be  redeemed  and  enforced  by 
that  free  and  frallant  people.  It  is  not  for  me  to 
aaticlpaie  their  course,  in  an  emergency  which 
endanjer.t  iheir  liberties,  or  appeals  to  ihei'  hon«r. 
They  will  be  true  to  botli;  neither  dismayed  by  ihe 
frowns  of  power,  nor  duped  by  the  faithlessness  of 
unprincipled  cupidity. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  YOUNG, 

OF  ILMN0I8, 
In  Sinatf,  Monday,  Fetiiuary  1,  1841. 
Mr.  YODWG  addressed  Ihe  Senate  as  follows : 
I  rise,  Mr.  President,  for  tbe  purpose  of  pro- 
posing to  amend  the  motion  of  the  Senator  fr  m 
i£«ntBcky,  [Mr.  Criujindev,]  toiecommit  the  bill 
of  ibe  Senator  from  Missouri,   [Mr.  Beston,]  by 
striking  ontallaAer  the  word  report,  in  ihe  second 
line  after  the  word  rtuHvia,  and  substituting  ihe 
pwposition  of  the  Senator  from   South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Calhooh,]  with  two  or  thr»e  slight  altera- 
tions, and  an  additional  seclion,  iiihich  were  adopt- 
ed with  his  concurrence,'  as  a  measure  jost  and 
equitable  to  the  tU  States,  and  by  far  mote  ac- 
ppplable  to  the  mw  than  tbat  of  the  Senator  from 


Kentucky,  and  against  wbicb  neither,  in  my  judg- 
meoi,  can  have  any  reasonable  cause  for  com- 
plaint. I  bavi!  wailed,  »ir,  in  the  hope  tbat  the  Se- 
nator himself  |  Mr-  Calhoqn]  Would,  as  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  have  brought  it  forward  as  th<  anta- 
gonist proposition  lo  that  of  tbe  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  CarmHDBN,]  apon  wbicb  the  proba- 
bility now  is  we  shall  soon  be  rolled  lo  vote.  I 
trust,  however,  that  he  will  oonliaue  lo  regard 
himself  as  its  legitimate  author,  and,  in  case  of 
necessiiy,  come  forward  lo  the  resbUe,  ahl  defend 
its  principlets  as  be  has  heivtoforr  done  with  snch 
distinguished  ability,  against  all  assaulbs  from  - 
whatHver  qaarter  they   may  come. 

I  feel  myself  impelled,  Mr.  PrreiJent^  as  matter 
of  duty  to  the.  State  which  I  in  part  represent,  in 
consequence  df.restdutioBS  Of  insiraction  adopted 
by  tbe  Gleneral  Araembly  on  this  subject  some  year 
or  two  ago,  and  which  have  not  been  repealed  to 
my  knowledge,  to  bring  this  measure  forward  as 
the  one  most  desired  by  tbat  State,  and  to  urge  its 
adoption  in  tbe  best  manner  I  can,  in  preference  to 
any  propositi6n  whatever)  which  has  for  its  objiect 
distribution  (imply,  and  wbkkdoes  notbarry  alohg 
with  it  a  just  regard  for  the  fuittre  settlement,  po- 
pulation, and  advancing  prosperity  of  the  toan:rj 
embraced  within  Ihe  limits  of  the  new  States.  Sir, 
in  many  respects,  which  I  will  endeavor  to  point 
out  before  I  tit  down,  I  regard  the  consequences 
involved  in  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  CaiTTKNDXN,]  as  decidedly  hostile  to 
the  best  interests  of  Illinois,  at  least,  acd  that  ber 
raleab'e  proportion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Bales  of 
the  public  lauds  would  but  poorly  compensate  for 
the  injuries  that  would  in  thr  end  be  i'  fl  ced  und.r 
tbe  operation  of  tucti  a  system.  But  I  Will  com- 
mence with  the  proposition  of  tbe  Senator  ftom 
South  Carolina — and  what,  Mr.  President,  does  it, 
when  analysed,  propose'} 

1st  To  dispose  of  tbe  lands  to  Ihe  new  States  in 
which  they  ate  situated,  reserving,  in  thehr  future 
sales  by  diese  States,  sixty-five  per  cent,  of  the 
gross  proceeds  to  the  United  Slates,  the  States  be- 
ing tlHraafter  chargeable  with  the  expense  of  com- 
pleting the  surveys,  extingaisblng  Indian  titles,  and 
for  selling  and  otherwise  managing  Ihe  same. 

3d.  To  secure  to  principle  of  graduation  in  the 
price,  pre-emption  to  the  s«ttlers,  and  a  final  ces- 
sion after  alimiied  period,  of  the  refuse  or  unsaleable 
lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  are  respectively 
situated. 

31.  To  provide  for  tbe  transfer  of  the  evidences 
of  title  from  the  seat  of  tbe  Federal  Government  to 
the  seats  of  government  of  the  new  Slates  to  which 
they  properly  belong. 

4th.  To  provide  for  the  settlement  of  Ihe  coun- 
try without  restriction,  as  well  as  the  atle  of  the 
lands,  as  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  United  Stales. 
5th.  To  remove  tbe  prohibition  which  restricts 
the  right  of  the  pnrchsser  to  ties  quarter- quarter 
seciious,  or  forty  acre  tracts  only,  and  to  permit  the 
entry  of  such  tracc5,  in  future,  in  like  maimer  as 
other  legal  subdivisions  of  Ihe  pablic  lands. 

Iith.  To  annul  Ihe  restriction  imposed  upon  tbe 
new  States  by  «ompact,  by  which  they  are  prohi- 
bited from  taxing  the  public  lands  for  five  years 
after  the  date  of  the  purchase  from  the  United 
Stales. 

7tU.  To  cede  lo  the  Stale  of  Tennessee  all  the 

unappropriKled  lands  belonging  to  the  Uuited  States 

within  the  limits  thereof,  (or  the  reason  that  they 

.  are  nnsaloable,  and  of  little  or  no  value  to  ihe 

community  at  larf>e. 

And  8  lb  and  lastly.  To  set  apart  the  sixty-five  per 
cent,  secured  lo  be  paid  lo  Ihe  United  Slates,  fjr 
■he  exclosive  purpose  of  increasing  the  navy,  and 
erecting  fortifications  for  tbe  common  defence  of 
the  country. 

These,  Mr.  Presidmt,  are' the  leading  featares  of 
the  meiusure  orlgina'ed  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  several  years  ago,  and  again  presented  by 
him  furour  coa&ideralian  at  the  present  session. 
Is  it  one  with  which  ihe  M  States  ought  lo  be  satis- 
fied as  a  financial  measure] 

The  proposition  comprehends  within  its  entire 
scope,  the  disposition  of  154,497,765  acres  of  the 
public  domain.  Of  ibis  quantity,  1,776,210  acres 
are  situated  in  Ohio;  4  396,494  acres  in  Indiana'; 
19,059,797  acres  in  lUiaois;  31,811,840  acres  in 


Missouri^  19,^10,140  acres  in  Atabama;  11,543,- 
SBiS  acres  in  MisM'-sippi;  16,983,408  acres  in 
Louisiana;  29,988,734  acres  in  Michigan;  and 
38,027,304  acres  in  Arkansas.  In  all,  nine  States; 
and  a  grand  total  of  154,497,765  acre^  as  befoi% 
slated,  up  to  January  lit,  1840.  "this,  tir,  is  tike 
quantity,  no  more  nor  less,  according  to  ike  Mat  Mt 
portof  iheComib'(.<£ioneroirthe(}eneral  Land  Oflioe 
on  thlit  subjeicti  The  lands  ia  the  Terrilpiiee,  aad 
those  in  the  wide  expanse  of  the  West,  extending 
from  the  western  borders  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 
aaroes  the  Rocky  Mountains  lo  Ihe  PaelAe  otxaiki 
and.  to  latimde  49  dieg.  north  of  tbe  "nrHtiiriM  of 
Iowa  and  Wiskottsah,  encircling  wiifaia  their 
range  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  pubtic  domaia; 
and  by  the  estimate  of  which,  tbe  hWamt  of  mm 
meaiioned  by  the  Senator  from  Keatseby  [Mr. 
Cl4t]  are  prodaecd;  still  left  sabjeot  to  dw  cxiatfn( 
arrangement — to  the  old,  tlr^  triM,  ani}  W|»ll  Vh 
proved  system  of  operalioh  wbi^  hat  ^rded  we 
Dccasion  for  so  iiiilch  eologiil^  Usre  <«f  latisi  ilUi 
from  a  dfepartnia  from  Whifcb  so  muck  BHwnhirf 
i:ema  to  be  apprehended.  Of  every  hoiidred  Iboo- 
aand  dollars  arising  from  diese  sales,  within  tiw 
limits  of  any  one  Slate,  sixty-five  ihomaid  Mtea, 
free  from  all  charge,  ia  to  be  paid  into  Ibe  paUie 
Treasury,  and  the  remaining  thirty-fi^  fcoaaaBd, 
after  p^ing  fot  the  completing  of  surveys,  ettia^ 
guisbing  Indian  tiilest  salaries  bf  o&ceTst  land  of- 
fice ebargcF)  And  incidental  ejtpenses,  is  to  be  paid 
into  the  State  Treasttry.  What  theffe  ezpieiweS 
would  amoiut  le  I  have  xuA  the  metlu  <rf'  asbilS 
taining;  they  tionld  Of  coarse  di#er  aeoordiag  to 
Ibe  different  conditioii  of  things  in  .Ibe  aevoal 
Siat^V;  but  I  presume  that  no  Senator  will  turior. 
take  to  say  that  the  residue,  whatever  it  m^it  fae^ 
would  be  an  unreasonable  compensiition  ID'  the 
State  for  tbe  service  proposed  to  be  peifomcd. 
Bat  it  has  beeh  «trged  as  an  o^eetfam,  that  dw 
Stitea  might,  aad  would,  perbapa,  refaae,  npoaeet- 
Uement,  to  pay  over  to  tbe  United  l^tea  this  aizty^ 
five  per  oent.  of  Ihe  proceeds  of  the  sales,  as  pro- 
vided for;  and  the  deposite  act  of  1836,  by  'wUeb 
about  138,000,000  was  distribnted  among  Ibe 
Scales,  aliboogb  in  form  a  deposite,  baa  been  cited 
in  illasiration  of  the  argnment 

To  obviate  all  difficulty  arising  Out  of  sack  a 
snpposiiion,  whether  ill  or  well  foanded,  it  is  pre* 
posed,  instead  of  an  annual  adjastment  of  tbe  ae- 
coast,  as  was  provided  in  tbe  original  bill  of  die 
Senator  fhwt  iSoutb  Carolina,  (Mr.  CauaooR]  to 
malte  monthly  payments  as  the  salts  procress,at  dm 
most  convenient  poiats,  where  the  mcmeya  of  tbe 
United  Slates  may  be  receivable.  There  is  no  oe- 
easion,  nor  is  it  intended,  diat  Ihe  sixty -fiveper 
cent,  shall  go  into  tbe  Siaie  Treasa^  at  all-  The 
payments  will  continue  to  be  made  in  all  respects 
as  at  present,  by  the  receivers  of  the  land  oflices, 
and  there  will  be  the  end  of  it,  without  fbrther  dif- 
ficulty oradjastmenL  For  example,  suppose  there 
is  a  land  office  in  Q,uincy,  Illinois,  the  town  of  my 
lesidenee,  aad  a  Sub-Treasury,  or  a  branch  of  a 
United  Stales  Bank  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  Now, 
sir,  all  the  receiver  at  Q,aincy  has  to  do,  is  to  nuke 
his  deposites  monthly,  at  St.  Louis;  take  receipts 
for  Ihe  amoont  paid  to  die  Sub-Treasurer  or 
Cashier,  and  die  whole  matter  as  to  tbe  Govern- 
ment interest  is  in  diis  simple  bnt  prompt  manner 
accomplished,  without  the  necessity  of  any  settle- 
ment whatever;  except  that  it  may  be  proper  fbr 
tbe  r^istei:  and  receiver  of  tbe  land  office,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  reports  which  may  be  required  by  flw 
Slate,  to  fornard  duplicates  of  the  same,  to  tbe 
Treasury  Department  of  die  United  Stale*,  or  ia 
such  other  manner  as  may  be  stipulated  as  most 
convenient  and  proper,  by  the  parlies  eonceraed. 
So  much,  sir,  as  to  the  matter  of  revenue,  and  so 
much  as  to  the  security  for  its  payment. 

Now,  Mr.  l^residrnt,  for  die  advantages 
which  are  aopposed  to  -result  to  die  new  Stams, 
from  the  adoption  of  this  amendment,  as  eon- 
trasied  with  the  amendment  of  die  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cbittskokn  ]  Besides 
die  thirty-five  pet  ceut.  on  tbe  gross  aaowl 
of  sales,  die  whole  of  die  lands  widiin  tbe  limits  of 
the  new  States,  would  immediately  become  snMeet 
lo  their  sole  and  exclusive  jurisdiction,  in  rexard  to 
occupancy,  setdeinent,  and  cnltivatioai  the  coaliet 
of  joiiidietiMi  betweea  dwUiiited  Stages  and  Oienev. 
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Staus  avoided;  ihe  principle  of  gradaation  in  the 
piice,  and  pre-emption  to,«eule»seeared;and  a  final 
cession  or  such  landsas  shall  have  been  in  the  mai- 
bet,  and  lemain  ansold  for  thirty  years  to  the  Slates. 
It  istme/sir,  that  the  Senator's  [Mr.  Caittendxn's] 
proposition  embraces  the  principle  of  pre-emption, 
bat  with  what  limitation,  and  with  whatrestrictinns, 
iKe  knoir  not;  except  as  inferences  may  be  drawn 
from  his  own  argument  and  ihe  arguments  of  gen- 
tlemen who  have  followed  his  lead  on  this  occasion. 
His  honorable  colleague  [Mr.  Cut]  said  some 
days  ago  in  reference  to,  and  in  opposition  to  pre- 
emptions; and  attempted  to  prove  by  docnmeniaiy 
testimony,  that^nuch  had  been  lost  to  the  Treasury 
in  couKqaence  of  a  departure  from  the  old  system 
of  selling  all  the  lands  in  |he  first  place  at  public 
auction,  and  that  he  had  been  inforined  that  many 
of  the  pre-emptioneis  had,  by  rushing  ont  and 
seizing  upon  the  b»t  lands,  been  permitted  to  pnr- 
€^»at  lands  worth  ten,  twenty,  and  thirty  dollars 
per  acre,  at  the  minimum  price  of  one  dollar  and 
^weniy-five  cents  as  acre.  'Well ,  suppose  this  slate- 
qttnt  to  be  trDc;  and,  if  so,  it  must  have  becnin  a  very 
limited  extent,  in  the  original  settlement  of  a  new 
country,  and  what  does  it  demonsiratet  Nothing 
more  than  that  the  lands  were,  in  a  great  degree, 
made  thus  valuable  by  the  very  settlement  aad  culli- 
Tation  of  which  the  Senator  [Mr.  Ciar'J  complains. . 
It  is  by  the  pre-emption  policy  that  we  secure  these 
occupants,  who  have  incorporated  their  labor  wiih 
the  soil,  in  their  possesion*,  against  the  more 
wealthy  who  buy  on  speculation;  and  against 
whonL  they  could  net  be  expected  snccessfnily  to 
compete,  at  public  auction;  and  place  the  lands  in 
the  proper  hands  of  those  whose  occupaiivn  is  to 
cultivate  them. 

Bat  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
CLiiT]  says,  will  you  break  op  and  destroy  by, such 
meaiures,  this  old,  well  tried,  and  well  approved 
land  system,  hitherto  unchanged;  that  the  flourish, 
iog  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  have  grown  up 
under  its  benign  influence;  that  Illinois  has  doubled 
her  population  in  the  last  six  years,  and  now  has 
near  half  a  million  of  inhabitants  under  its  foster- 
teringcare  also;  and  concludes  by  asking  emphati- 
cally, are  yoa  not  satisfied  with  your  prosperity? 
It  is  true,  Mr.  President,  that  these  Stales  have 
-grown  up,  as  well  in  population,  as  in  agricultural 
improTMnent,  and  morals,  with  an  unexampled 
degree  of  rapidity  and  pro.'^perity.  It  was  in  con- 
^qaenee  of  this  prosperity,  Mr.  President,  that 
Illinois,  with  her  free  white  popnUtion,  and  liberal 
principles  towards  foreigners,  gave  mors  votes  at 
the  late  election  for  President  than  either  Virginia 
-or  Kentucky;  not  that  she  had  more  population,  as 
was  enoneonsly  stated  in  the  sketch  of  the  debates, 
pnbtislied  a  few  days  ago.  But,  sir,  her  march  ii 
'onward;  and  if  her  legislative  guardinns  at  home 
,6hail  promptly  discharge  their  duty  in  the  preser- 
vation of  her  credit  and  her  honor  at  home  and 
abroad,  who  cannot  foretell  that  her  destiny  is  nb 
less  than  that  of  an  empire  State. 

Bat  has  the  Senator  [Mr.  Cut]  forgotten  that 
'this  system  of  pre-emptions  for  which  we  contend 
eoa^menced  as  far  back  as  1813;  and  that  it  has 
been  continued  with  but  slight  interruption  ever 
since,  until  it  has  slmost  become  a  part  of  the  sys- 
tem of  whiehht  speaks  with  samach  commendation? 
and  does  he  not  know,  that  another  important 
change  was  made  in  this  old  and  wiell  approved 
system,  by  the  act  of  the  34  h  April,  18-20,  Irom 
a  crtHl  to  a  emh  system;  and  by  a  reduction  In  the 
price  of  the  land  &am  two  dollars  to  one  dollar  and 
.  twenty-five  cents  per  aerel  And  is  it  not  a  faet, 
that  this  nnexampled  prosperity  to  which  be  alludes 
.,  is  in  a  great  degree  aitrihotable  to  these  very 
'  changes,  the  pre-emption  feature  of  which  ite  now, 
at  this,  late  day,  so  much  deprecateKl  Sir,  what 
said  (he  honorable  Senator  frooi  Massachusetts 
■[Mr.  WBasTEa]  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr:  Clat]  in  the  debate  of  1838  on  ihis 
same  subject  of  pte-emption&l  Mr.  Wxbstsr 
.said: 

"The  diSerenca  betwun  the  memlMr  rrom  Kaniucky  [Mr. 
CLXTland  mjmlf  on  this  occuion  Is  pltia  ciul  dUlinct,  Ii  u 
precisely  this; 

"lie isiliogellier againat  tlia  pre-emptir*  right.  Haiifbr 
.carrying  into  opersuon  the  lew,  u  it  elwub,  md  for  glring  li  er- 
'  feet  over  the  land*  on  which  Iheaeaettlers  live,  in  the  aame  way 
ae  over  whar  pntilic  land*.  Be  la  for  putting  all  Iheae  land*  up 
jDopaaauclioiiiindaeUinglh^iBtotM  hignait  bUder,Ie«iDg 


iheaetUeriakelhftconaeqoence.  He aaya there  ahould  be  an 
auction,  aad  a  ftee  Miction:  andhearguea,  with  that  conaiaien- 
cy  and  cotaeaton  of  Ueaa  wfaiefa  behng*  tu  him,  tliBt  If  there  la 
Ui  be  a  pnblic  auction,  a*  he  Inalals  there  ought  to  be,  then 
ihere  muatbe,  and  ought  to  be,  a  perfectly  free  compeution. 
Thsiitehouldbe  wopenloooeffltntabidaaaaotliec;  that  no 
man,  or  man,  ought  lo  be  priiMeged  or  favored;  that  it  1*  ridi- 
culouB  to  laJk  of  an  aoclion,  at  which  one  man  may  bid, 
and  another  may  not;  or  an  aoctlon,  at  whirh  aonie  bid- 
den are  told  that  olhera  mint  bare  prareienee.  He,  therefort, 
i*  for  a  Ifee  aale,  open  to  every  t}ody,  and  to  be  conducted  la 
that  manner  which  shall  eneure  the  receipt  of  the  greatest  sum 
of  money  mto  the  Tl*asary.  Now  I  say  at  once,  plainly  and 
distinctly,  that  tlii*  Is  not  my  object.  I  hare  other  view*.  I 
wuh,  in  the  first  place,  to  preaorve  the  peace  of  the  frontier; 
and  I  wish,  also,  to  preserve  and  lo  protect  the  leasoneble  right* 
of  tlw  settlers:  because  I  thhik  they  hare  rights  which  deeerre 
to  be  protected  tbeee  are  my  objects.  Sir,  ifwecoutdorder 
an  auction  here,  in  this  city,  or  elsewhere,  out  of  all  possible 
control  oftheseiilei^  and  far  from  all  fear  of  any  influence  ot 
fheuB,  and  could  ihereaell  the  land*  they  lire  on,  and  iheiriu- 
proveiaeDia^  fur  iheir  nimast  value,  and  put  the  proceeds  of. 
the  whole  Into  the  Treaanry,  it  wouU  be  the  very  last  thing  I 
should  erer  do.  Ood  fbrbid  that  I  should  make  gain  and  profit 
out  of  the  labon  of  theee  seltlen^  and  carry  that  gain 
ieto  the  Treasury.  I  did  not  auppose  any  man  would  deair* 
that,  t  did  not  suppose  there  was  any  one  who  would  con- 
sent that  the  increased  value  of  these  lands,  caused  by  the 
labor,  the  toil,  and  the  awsM  of  ih*  eettlsr*.  dioulilbe  turned 
to  the  adrantage  of  the  National  Treasirrv.  Certainly,  certainly, 
sir,  I  shall  appose  all  proceeding*  leading  to  such  a  reeult. 
Yel,  the  member  fram  Kentucky  hat  nnthing  to  pmpoae,  but  to 
sell  the  land*  at  auction  for  the  moat  they  will  bring,  at  a  sale 
which  he  say*  ought  to  be  perfectly  free  end  open  to  evet)-  body, 
and  to  carrv  the  proceeds  Into  Ihe  Treasury.  Let  the  sales  go 
on:  that  i*  hi* doctrine.  Let  the  law*  take  tbtlr  course,  he  nys, 
siiK^  we  lire  under  a  Oovemment  of  law*.  Have  a  sale,  make 
it  free  and  open,  and  nuke  the  most  of  It.  Lei  the  Government 
uke  rare  that  every  t>ody,  who  wishes  t*  bid,  be  a*  free  to  do  so 
as  any  other;  and  that  no  combmaiiog,  no  pririlege,  no  pre-emp- 
tion, be  sufiered  to  exist. 

"Now,  sir,  ie  my  opinion,  all  this  1*  what  wecannoido,  if  we' 
wouhl;  and  what  we  ou;ht  not  to  do,  if  we  conld.  I  do  not  be- 
liero  we  can  have  an  auction,  nnJer  existing  drcumstancee, 
•uch  as  111*  gentleuian  ioaists  upon  The  known  condition  of 
things,  renders  it  impoaaible.  The  honorable  member  thinks 
otherwise.  He  will  not  agree,  he  eays,  ihat  the  President,  with 
the  militia  and  the  army,  Cannot  protect  the  authorilieein  main- 
tAiningalairandope>)*ale.  Sir,  is  Itducreel,  is  it  prudent,  lo 
refer  to  ^uch  a  recourse  as  thail  Is  It  not  groaily  wiser,  and 
greatly  better,  loremore  the  occasion,  which  m.iy  bo  dHne  with- 
out injury  to  the  Government,  and  in  perfeee  eonststency  Willi 
the  rights  of  othera.  ralher  than  lo  ihmk  of  such  meeaure*  a* 
hav*  been  suggested)    For  one,  I  discloimallsui^  policy." 

Bnt  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cbitten- 
DSNJ  proposes  to  grant  pre-emptions  exclusively  to 
those  worth  less  than  (1,000,  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  accommodating  the  needy  honest  settlers  and 
eoltivaiois  of  the  soil.  Well,  sir,  what  is  to  be- 
come of  the  poor  and  needy  (lo  say  noihing  about 
honesty)  speculator  under  this  arrangemenil  Mr. 
President,  if  the  Senator  had  known  the  sitnaiion 
.of  many  of  these  poor,  needy,  and  I  may  add, 
miserable  speculators,  I  feel  satisfied,  from  his 
goodn^Bs  of  feeling,  dia't  he  could  not  have  found  it 
in  his  heart  to  have  proposed  their  exclusion  from 
the  benefits  of  his  system;  of  which  charity  woukl 
serm  lo  have  been  the  moving  consideration. 
Why,  sir,  of  all  the  nntorinnate  beings  in  ihe  com- 
munity, none  commend  themselves  mer«  lo  oar 
sympathy  and  charity  as  a  ola.'>s,  under  existing 
circumstances,  than  these  same  proscribed  specula- 
tors in  the  public  lands.  I  believe,  however,  on 
reflectii/n,  that  they  will  most  likely  find  their  relief 
under  another  proposition  sabmitled  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  CatrrxNOEN]  (ihe  bankrupt 
bill)  which  is  pressing  hard  upon  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration, .rather  than  under  any  system  of  pre- 
empiion  which  conlii  be  devised  by  ibie  ingenuity  of 
gentlemen,  and  especially  if  the  caih  principle 
should  be  retained,  as  I  assure  the  Senator  Ihat 
most  of  them  are  very  tender  footed  on  this  subject 
of  cash  payments  just  at  the  present  time. 

But,  Mr.  President,  is  there  no  rrason  to  fear- 
that  the  Senator,  in  the  fulness  of  bii  sympathy 
for  these  poor  needy  tillers  of  the  soil,  will,  li  his 
proposition  succeeds,  do  more  misi^ief  to  that 
class  of  individuals,  ihan  to  any  oiher,  by  Us  thou- 
sand dollar  resirioiicn?  Suppose,  for  instance,  a 
man  of  fifty  yearn,  with  a  large  family  of  children, 
and  an  nahealthy  wife,  should  emigrate  from  Ken- 
tucky tu  Illinois,  for  the  purpose  of  making  some 
provision  for  his  children,  in  anew  country,  whieh, 
from  his  scanty  means,  ha  conld  not  do  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  he  should  wnfoiivMltly  happen  to  be 
worth  |1,050;  would  you  exclude  him  from  the 
benefits  of  yotu  system?  Yes,  sir,  he  is  worth 
fifty  dollars  too  much;  and  if  he  desires  to  procure 
good  land,  mast  bay  second  hand,  at  five,  tea, 
and  fifteen  dollars  per  acre,  and  yet  .  there  are 
among  the  emigrants  to  the  West  tboasands  of 
just  such  persons  and  families.  1  never  will,  Mr. 
PresideDt,  give  my  cops^ntlo  any  ^ophpre-emp 


tionjaw.  I  desire  that  aUraeb  laws  may  be  free 
and  equal;  that  the  rich  and  the  poor,  and  thoeaof 
middle  degree,  may  all  fare  alike,  provided  they 
will  settle  down  upon  ihe  land,  and  cultivate  it 

Sir,  I  have  lired  through  a  period,  although  itot 
yet  as  gray  as  my  old  friend  from  Mif^ouri  [Mr. 
LiNir]  and  in  reference  to  whom  I  use  the  vprd 
/t-iend  as  no  common-plaice  term,  in  which  we  bar* 
had  many  ups  and  downs,  In  the  way  of  hard  limes 
and  measures  of  relief;  and  my  experienee  has 
been,  wuh  bat  few  exceptions,  that  ihe  "poor  peo-  i 
pie,"  as  they  are  called,  and  for  whose  benefit  these  | 
measures  of  relief  are  osieitsibly  proposed  to  be 
enacted,  are,  for  the  most  pan,  the  very  persons 
who  suffer  most  by  them,  and  have  the  least  occa- 
sion for  Uieir  enactment.  And  such  is  the'  Casa 
with  yonr  border  paiple,  who  are  represented  here 
as  being  "poor  sqnatisrs,"  or  rather  "poor  intn- 
deis,"  upon  the  public  lands.  Sir,  all  theydeaite 
by  your  legislation  here  is.  that  you  shall  do  eqi^ 
justice  to  the  rich  and  to  the  poor — by  celling  yoar 
land  at  one  dollar  and  tweniy-five  cents  per  acreto 
all  who  are  willing  to  go  upon  and  cultivate  Uian. 
At  this  price,  the  poor  can  compete  with  those  ^ho 
are  really  ritih,  when  they  conld  not  at  the  sales  by 
auction,  and  only  desire  that  those  who  go  first  upon 
the  land  shall  have  the  preference  in  the  purchase 
of  it.  Mr.  President,  these  squatters  .are  the  men 
who  are  i rmper  poroli,  always  ready,  at  the  day,  lo 
pay  their  |300  for  thei^  160  acres  of  land;. white 
the  land  dealer,  or  speculator,  in  most  cases,  can 
purchase,  or  not  pnrcha<ie,  as  the  banks,-  for  the 
lime  b(  ing,  happen  to  extend  their  dccommodatiin* 
in  that  way  or  not.  How  is  it  with  the  bankrupt 
bill,  which  is  presring  so  closely  tipon  our  heel;,  as 
a  great  measure  of  lelief  7  Is  this  intended  for  the 
unfortunaie  poor  man,  or  is  it  for  a  more  favored 
class  of  individuaki  In  this  I  believe,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, the  thousand  dollar  principle  works  the  other 
*fcy. 

But,  Mr.  President,  if  this  scheme  for  distrtbu- 
lion  succeeds,  are  we  not  in- danger  in  the  new 
Slates,  from  the  cupidity  'that  may  be  excited  in 
the  old  States,  to  roaka  it  exclusively  a  money 
measure,  with  ait  eye  single  to  the  dimdtnit,  of 
Vaving  the  price  raised  upon  nsl  Bnt  more  maa 
this:  have  we  not  just  cause  to  fesrthat  an  aitefflpt 
will  be  made  to  hmit  the  settlements  to  such  lands 
only  as  shall  be  subjret  to  private  entry,  and  that 
oar  borderers  are  hereafter  to  be  considered, 
watched,  and  dealt  with,  as  a  band  of  lawhss  de> 
predators  and  trespassetti  What,  sir,  said  the  Se- 
nator fhim  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Mahgdm]  on  Ibis 
subject  but  a  few  short  days  agi-1  He  said,  if  I  re- 
member, "that  he  had  been  informed  that  great  de- 
predations had  been  committed  upon  the  piiblie 
lands  in  the  Wee';  that  these  trespasses  were  con- 
sidered hot  only  excnsable,  bnt  honorable,  by  thee* 
who  committed  them,  and  eoncladed  by  warolng 
the  old  Slates  lo  watdt  this  interest  with  increased 
vigilance,  and  to  adopt  measures  to  prcrent  snefa 
spoliations  in  future" 

Thus,  Mr.  President,  I  suppose  we  are  to  have, 
QDder  Ibis  new  guardianship,  a  eerilim  of  spies,  or 
common  informers,  upon  our  frontier — perhaps 
one  from  each  of  the  old  S'ates— the  settlers  are  to 
be  driven  ofl^,  noleni  vobiu,  by  a  military  force,  if 
nestssary — their  cabins  burnt  down — their  crops 
cut  up  and  destroyed,  and  themselves  subjected  to 
fine  and  imprisonment,  or  other  pains  and  p$na1- 
ties,  if  they  should  happen  to  cross  over  the  border, 
and.  cat  a  few  logs  for  a  cabin,  make  a  few  rails  to 
fence  a  track  patch,  or  even  cut  down  a  board  or  a 
bee  tree,  although  it  may  be  considered  "honora- 
ble" among  backwoodsmen,  in  accordance  with  the 
public  sentiment  generally,  and  in  conformity  with 
the  immemorial  usage  of  the  country.  Sir,  Ut  me 
tell  that  Senator  that  snch  a  system  of  espoiaiga 
opon  the  dtiz-ns  of  the  new  State!!,  hitheito  unpre- 
cedented, or  any  other  system  of  ihat  dtaracfer, 
will  never  be  submitted  to. 

Mr.  President,  as  the  honorable  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  MAicaoM]  teems  to  think  but 
liule  of  the  morals  of  our  pionser  p.>palaiion,  on 
account  of  their  AonoraftI*  trapauf  upon  the  pvblic 
lands,  as  he  is  pleased  to  leim  them,  I  beg  leave 
to  set  him  right,  and  to  quiet  his  ai7>rehensio»  on 
that  subject,  by  referring  to  Ihe  honorable  testimo- 
Bjofihc  l^kinator  tiom  O^asMciinsetts,  TOtw^tuU^ 
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accorded,  in  behalf  of  the  settlers  ia  the  West, 
shortly  after  be  had  made  a  visit  to  that  coanir^, 
and  when  their  character,  on  a  like  occasion  to  the 
present,  had  been  called  in  qaestion  here.  Mr. 
WBasTKR  said: 

'■MuchhaabMnuidofihegemral  character  of  the  aemera. 
I  Bt**  no  axtMtlTe  inrormaiion,  lir,  on  that  point,  and  had  not 
InMndod  to  ay  any  thing  upon  U.  But  iibuMhappamd  that 
IharorecentW  beon  In  ihftNonhweii, and  have  met, for  a 
wort  Uow,  with  many  ofthcM  wttlan;  aud,  •Inalhey  hate 
DMnipokeoof  herawithw  much  hanbnen,  I  feal  bound  to 
«y  IMl,  M  far  aa  my  knowledge  of  them  ^oe»,  they  do  not  do. 
eerre  h.  Uodoubiodly,  air,  they  are  treapaaaers  in  the  contem- 
plation of  law.  They  know  that  very  well.  They  are  on  the 
public  landa  without  title;  but  then  they  fay  that  the  couree  of 
the  GoTemment  heretofore  liae  been  aiich  aa  to  iodnceand  en- 
counge  them  to  go  where  iheyaie;  and  that  they  ai*  ready 
and  willing  to  do  all  that  Obvemmenthaa  required  ftom  othen 
nelmilar  clrcHmeiancaa;  that  la,  to  pay  for  the  landa  at  the 
common  price.  They  have  the  general  character  of  firontieia. 
men:  they  are  hardy,  adventurous,  and  enterprialng.  They 
hare  come  from  ftr,  to  eaiabliafa  themaelves  and  bmiliea  In  new 
abodeain  theWeat.  They  sppeanad  to'  me  to  be  iudualrloua 
k  V  ,'?"••  ••"*'  ""'  nothing  in  ihebr  character  or  conduct 
that  abould  [u«ly  draw  upon  them  expreadoni  of  contumely 

But,  Mr.  President,  this  plan  of  restricting  the 
sales,  snd  of  cODsrqnenee  the  settlemenis,  to  sach 
lands  only  as  shall,  for  the  time  being,  be  subject  to 
private  entry,  is  do  new  doctrine.  As  far  back  as 
Oteember,  1829,  now  eleven  years  ago,  Mr.  Foot, 
of  Conneciicat,  then  a  Senator  on  this  floor,  intro- 
duced a  resolaiion  instracting  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  ioquite  into  the  expediency  of  li- 
mitinr  the  sales  of  the  pablic  laadi  for  a  certain 
period  to  such  only  as  had  been  before  that  time  of- 
iered  for  sale,  and  subject  to  private  entry  at  the 
minimnm  price;  and  also  whether  the  office  of  Sar. 
veyor  General  might  not  be  abolished  without  detri- 
ment to  the  pablic  interest.  This,  sir,  was  a  dis- 
tinct proposition,  coming  from  a  distiognished  Sa- 
natot  from  an  «U  Sute,  not  only  to  restrict  the 
Mtlfs  te  the  lands  subject  to  private  entry,  but  to  stop 
the  surveys,  aod  even  to  abolish  the  office  of  Sur- 
veyor General,  to  that  no  more  could  be  made  in 
fniare.  Here,  then,  we  have  an  exemplification  of 
the  record  of  what  we  of  the  tute  States  may  ex- 
pect, if  the  old  should  once  fairly  gel  their  dotches 
upon  these  public  lands.  Yes,  Mr.  President,  here 
was  a  proposition  which,  if  it  had  been  adopted, 
wonld  have  put  an  end  to  all  the  inducements  to 
emigration.  The  operatives  (as  they  are  called) 
wonld  have  lemaini  d  in  the  manafactories,  or  as 
tenants  aod  dependants  in  soine  form  to  their  more 
Wealthy  neighbors,  in  the  old  Siaieri,  and  all  -ihe  fa- 
cilities for  the  extension  of  our  fciilemeats  and  im- 
provement of  the  country  broken  up  and  utterly  de- 
stroyed. And  Dot  only  so;  for  we  shall  soon  have 
claims  set  op,  under  a  variety  of  pretences,  to  cer- 
tain rateable  proportions  of  ihis  great  trust  fund, 
(as  it  has  been  calieJ,)  in  the  way  of  back 
rations,  with  a  jiM  view,  dimUlu*,  of  iftaUtttitn, 
in  respect  to  the  laoils  which  have  been  granted  to 
tha  iwts  Slates  for  internal  improvements  and  ihe 
pnrposas  of  edncationi  and  for  this,  also,  we  are 
not  without  precedent.  As  far  back  as  January, 
1821,  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Masuchnsetis,  then  a  member 
of  this  body,  submitted  for  consideration  a  resolu- 
tion instructing  the  Qommittre  on  Pablic  Lands  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  land  for  the 
puipose  of  edncaiion  within  the  limits  of  the  old 
States,  corresponding  with  the  apprvpriatioos  which 
bar  been  made  for  the  same  objrct  within  the 
limits  of  the  ntw  States.  Had  that  Senator  forgot- 
ten that  these  lands  for  school  purposes  were  grant- 
ed by  virtue  of  compacts,  and  in  consequence  of  a 
valuable  coiksideratioB,  on  the  part  of  the  new 
Slates,  and  were  not  mete  donations?  And  what 
was  that  considerationi  Take  ihe  Slnia  of  Illinois 
for  example.  Congress  agrees,  on  the  pari  of  the 
United  States,  that  section  No.  16,  in  every  town- 
ship, iball  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools;  to 
grant  to  the  State  all  salt  .springs,  and  the  lands  re- 
served for  the  use  of  the  same;  five  per  cent,  of  the 
aett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  laadt  within 
the  State;  two-fifths  to  be  disbursed  by  Congress  in 
makiag  roads  to  the  Stale,  and  three-fifths  by  the 
State  Legislature  for  the  snconragement  of  learn- 
ing; and  aa  eniire  township  of  Uod  for  a  universi- 
ty. For  which  favors,  Illinois  agrees,  on  her  part, 
that  she  will  exempt  from  taxation  all  lands  void 
after  the  l»i  of  January,  1819,  for  fitt  years;  all 
lands  granted  for  military  bounties  for  tkfei  years 
ftom  tbt  date  of  the  patent^  and  that  she  would 


not  tax  the  lands  of  non-residents  higher  than  those 
of  residents.  This  was  the  consideration,  and 
what  does  it  amount  to7  According  to  the  report 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
the  amount  of  money  received  on  aecount  of  sales 
of  the  public  lands,  in  that  Stale,  into  Ihe  national 
Treasury,  is  slated  at  |U  207,046;  the  number  of 
acres  sold  at  f  1  S5  per  acre,  would  be  11,365,636. 

There  lands,  if  subject'lo  taxation  from  the  day 
of  sale,  at  two  cents  per  acre  per  annum,  which 
corresponds  with  the  rate  ol  taxation  in.lhai 
Stale,  including  the  road  las,  would,  in  ftvt  years 
produce  to  the  Stale  ihe  sum  of  (1,136  S60.  The 
quantity  of  land  appropriated  for  military  bounties 
is  slated  at  about  3.500,000  acres.  Ttiis,  at  the 
same  rate  of  taxation  foriAree  years,  would  amoun 
to  {1310,000;  making  together  the  sum  or$l,346.560; 
and  this  ^ystem  of  exemption  from  taxes  is  siiil 
going  on  pari  fa$iu  with  the  sale  of  tbe  lands,  and 
h  applicable  to  the  nineteen  millions  of  acres  still 
nnsold  in  that  State.  And  what  amount  of  lands 
has  been  granted  to  Illinois,  for  various  purposes, 
inlernal  improvement,  i ducallon  and  all,  in  ccnsi- 
deration  of  this  exemption?  Why,  sir,  according 
to  the  Commistionei's  report,  from  which  I  have 
quoted,  1,537,317  acres  op  to  January  Ist,  1840; 
and  I  believe,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  "signs  of 
tbe  limes"  here,  that  we  have  received  but  precious 
little  since,  with  a  very  gtoorav  prospect  for  tbe 
hereafter.  These  facts,  I  trust,  Mr.  President,  will 
put  to  rest  this  qaestion  of  efUotixatuMi,  at  least  as  it 
regards  the  State  of  Illinois,  as  I  think  that  all 
unprejudiced  ihen  will  agree,  to  use  a  Wall  street 
expression,  that  we  have  granted  a  pretty  broad 
margin  to  Uncle  Sam  for  all  the  favors  and  prl. 
vilegis  he  has  conferred;  to  Say  nothing  of  our  re- 
fraining to  lax  all  Ihe  lands  for  an  iudrfiaiie  period 
of  time,  during  the  continuance  of  their  owneibhip 
by  tbe  United  States. 

The  operation  of  the  proposition  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhodr]  will  be,  to 
avoid  all  occasion  for  conflict  of  jurisdiction  be- 
tween ihc  United  States  authorities  au'l  thaw  of 
the  new  States.  And  this,  Mr.  President,  is,  in 
theory  if  not  in  practice,  and  a  theory  which  may 
be  practised  upon,  a  most  important  consideration. 
The  act  of  Congress  of  March  3d,  1807,  aothoriz. 
ing  the  President  to  cause  the  settlers  on  tbe  public 
lands  lo  be  removed,  it  siilj  unrepealed.  That  act 
provides,  "that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
may  direct  the  marshal,  and  employ  tbe  military 
force  to  remove  persons  (squatters  of  ourse)  on- 
lawfnlly  taking  possession  of  the  pablic  lands  until 
thereunto  authorized  by  law,"  &c.  And  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Ciar]  inrists  that  it  ^ould 
be  enforced  at  least  as  to  the  unsurveyed  lands,  if 
not  at  it  regards  all  lands  until  they  are  first 
hrought  into  market,  and  offered  at  public  aaciion, 
in  sudi  manner  as  to  secure  a  fair  competition  at 
the  sales.  And  he  predicts  in  soch  an  event,  that 
many  i>f  them,  which  are  now  sold  to  the  squatters 
under  our  prt-empiion  laws,  at  |1  35  per  acie, 
would  sell  for  10, 30,  and  even  as  high  as  ||30  per 
acre.  Now,  Mr.  President,  there  are  in  the  Slate 
of  Illinois  4,393471  acres  of  land  as  yet  unsar- 
veyed — a  very  considerable  amount  of  that  which 
is  surveyed  has  not  as  yet  been  brought  into  mar- 
ket. These  lands  are  situated  in  Ihe  Northern  part 
of  the  State — embracing  much,  if  not  the  whole,  of 
what  is  called  the  Rock  river  county — and  most  of 
tbem  that  are  desiiable  are  settled  npon  by  these 
same  "squatters."  Well,  s<r,  tbe  State  proceeds  in 
virtue  of  her  sovereignty,  as  she  has  done,  to  district 
the  entire  State  into  conniies;  to  establish  seats  of 
justice  for  these  counties;  directs  courts  of  justice 
to  be  held  ia  them;  piovides  for  tbe  appointment 
of  sheriffs  and  consiab'e.'-;  and  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  miltlii;  and  whatever  rise  is  necessary 
to  put  Ihe  machinery  of  the  body  politic  to  motion. 
Now,  sir,  lake  one  of  these  counties  in  which  the 
public  lands  are  unsurveyed,  or,  if  surveyed,  have 
not  been  brought  into  market,  but  which,  neverthe- 
less, is  settled  and  giving  its  thousand  voles  at  our 
elet^innsj  and  suppose  that,  under  ibis  law  of  1807, 
to  which  I  have  alluded,  er  any  o'her  law  that 
Congress,  in  its  wisdom,  may  see  fit  to  pass  npon 
the  subject  of  preventing  trespasses,  the  President 
sboald  direct  the  marthal  of  the  State  te  remove  these 
persons  as  trespassers,  and  to  use  a  military  force, 


if  necessary,  in  their  expulsion;  and  tuppose  still 
farther,  thai  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  shonld 
happen  to  be  in  session  when  ibe  marshal,  with  hb 
military  posfe,  went  lo  execute  Ibe  mandate,  and 
tbe  marshal  should,  in  obedience  to  his  orders,  say 
to  the  sheriff,  or  to  the  judge  upon  the  bench.  Gen- 
tlemen squatters,  in  the  name  of  tbe  Uiiied  States, 
I  artfSt  yon  as  trespassers  npon  the  public  lands  1! 
Sir,  the  tning  is  impracticable.  You  cannot,  and 
you  on^iht  iwt  to  be  permitted,  if  you  bad  tbe 
power,  lo  execute  any  such  law.  I  know  that  I 
bave.pui  a  strong  cai-e,  but  it  is,  aeverthelesa,  one 
which  might  arise,  if  Congress  ^honld,  at  any  time, 
altem|St  to  enforce  such  laws  within  the  jnrisdie- 
tiooal  limiti  of  an  organized  sovereign  Stale  of  this 
Union.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
CiiLHODNj  proposes  to  avoid  any  such  conflict  of 
jurisdiction,  by  placing  the  lands  at  once  under  the 
Bup^rintendency  of  the  States,  to  which  they  re- 
spectively appertain,  where  of  right  it  should  be- 
lont;.  With  the  right  of  pre-emptioa,  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  proposes  grainatkm  and  re- 
dueHun  in  tbe  price,  and  a  final  cession  of  the  re- 
fuse lands  to  the  Slates.    His  proposition  ir. 

"That  the  minimum  price,  aa  now  fixed  by  law,  ahall  rundn 
nnchanaed  until  the  thmletbilaT  of  June  uoreaaid;  Irui,  aAar 
that  period,  tbe  price  may  be  redaoad  by  ilieeuiea  raqMCUvaljr, 
according  (o  the  followmgecale;  all  landa  theretofore  oAnd  at 
public  Bale,  and  then  remaining  uniold  ten  rean  or  upward, 

g receding  the  thirtieth  day  of  Jane  afnreeain.  may  be  reduead 
y  taid  Siatea  to  a  price  not  leaa  than  ooe  dollar  per  acie;  lad 
all  landa  that  may  hare  been  offered  at  public  sale,  and  reotla- 
iog  uneold  fifteen  yean  or  upward,  preceding  tbe  aaid  Ibiniatk 
day  of  J  una,  elghtaea  hundred  and  tbrty.two,  may  tiMnaflar 
be  reduced  bf  said  Stalea  to  a  price  not  leaa  uian  aeMaty-ftva 
centa  per  acre:  aod  all  landa  that  may  bare  beeo  oditrad  at 
public  eale,  aod  remalniiw  uniold  twenty  yean  or  upward,  pn- 
ceding  tbe  laid  thiniaih  day  of  June,  elghtaenbandred  and  for- 
ty-two, may  then  be  reduced  by  aaid  etatea  to  a  price  not  laaa 
thaji  fillT  cenu  per  acre;  and  alf  landa  that  may  hare  been  oflkc- 
ed  at  public  aale,  and  remaining  unaold  twenty  five  yean  er  ap- 
ward,  preceding  the  aaid  thirtieih  day  of  Juce,  elgfaiaen  ban. 
dred  ai«l  forty-two,  may  thereafter  be  reduced  by  lUd  Siaiaa  to 
a  price  not  leaa  than  twenty.fire  cents  per  acre;  and  all  landa 
that  may  hare  been  oSiired  at  pablic  aale,  and  remaining  unaold 
thirty  yeaiaoropwaid,  pracetUog  the  aaid  thlrtleih  day  of  Jona, 
eighteen  hundred  and-fony.two,  ahall  be  ceded  imnMOlalaly  lo 
the  Statee  in  which  aaid  laodi  are  aituate:  PnvSdmt,  Tbtt  aU 
landa  which  ahall  remain  uniold  after  having  been  oAied  as 
public  sale  for  ten  yean,  and  which  do  not  coma  under  tb* 
abore  proviaiona,  ahall  be  eubject  to  the  prorieiana  of  pr»«iap- 
tion,  graduation,  and  dk^oaition  aforeeaid,  at  tbe  reepectire  aa. 
riodi  of  ten,  fifteen,  twenty,  twenty-fire,  and  ihir^  yem^  arac 
aaid •ala.eommeoeliwfrom  the eqpiratiooofieoyeanaAer  A* 
same  baa  beeo  aOercd  at  public  aale." 

In  referenoe  to  this  sabject  be  [Mr.  CaLBoiw] 
says: 
'That  tbe  occupants  of  the  public  landa  putske  of  tlie  ( 


that  Ihe  aame  price  ought  not  to  tw  exaciiBd  for  the  iafnior  a* 
for  the  good  lands.  TEey  an  uawilling  to  give  for  tha  mhhm 
lande,  which  for  the  moet  part  ther  occupy,  ai  IS,  wiUD  a 
email  part  only  of  the  beat  landa  olTered  for  nie  would  con- 
mand  ihatprice;  and  feel  that  they  hare  aamething  like  Joilioa 
on  their  aide  in  notgirlngaohigbaprioerorliwir  poasMaoBB, 
"Thia  foeling  muat  be  mei;  and  it  i*  propeaed  to  meat  it  br 
the  proriaiona  for  gradoatioo  aod  pie.einptloo  which  I  baw 
Juai  aiaiad;  a  policy  on  liberal  towaida  a  large,  though  a  poor 
claaa,noi  leaa  booeet  and  patriotic  than  tha  real  of  tbe 
olty,  could  not  fail  to  hare  a  happy  ellbct,  not  only  in  i 
lo  them,  but  in  a  more  enlarged  point  of  riew.  One  of  tbe 
Important  would  be  the  great  increaae  of  tbe  number  of 


freeholden,  wliich,  In  thelkoaror  danger,  would  prove  of  reel 
importance,  eepeclally  in  Uie  weaker  portion  of  tiw  Uaioii— te 
the  Souihweaiera  diatea— where  the  pforiaioe  would  taareiha 
creataei  efl°ect.  It  would  be  the  claaa  that  Irould  funidi  iba  bar- 
dieat  aod  beet  eoldiera,  with  tbe  adranlage  of  beiac  Inand  to 
the  climate.  Combined  end  modified  aa  ihey  wonld  he^  th^ 
cannot  but  hare  a  powerful  weight  in  faidudng  the  oecBpaat  to 
purcbaae.  It-will  work  a  reroludon  In  bla  characiar.  Bowfll 
regardbimaeU;  onhle little  domain,  more  afieeboUer  than  a 
eqetier,  and  aa  tbe  price  In  tbe  deecendiog  ecaleof  gradaailaa 
appre-chee  tbe  price  that  lande,  auehaa  be  occapiaa  wtmldaril 
for,  hiaioduatry  and  economy  wllltM  nertad  te  be  pnpaiai 
with  tbe  reqniaite  meaoa  to  make  tlie  purcbaae.  The  meal 
character  of  the  policy  would  impreaa  him  with  deep  (MUagi 
of  reaped  forthejuatioe  and  care  of  Ibe  Ouremnienij  and  uSe 
aecurlty  it  would  affixd  would  put  an  end  u>  the  ooprtt  de  carae, 
which  oiherwiae  woidd  beao  atrong,  and  all,  comWiiedwrai 
the  Influence  of  the  Statee  on  the  aide  ofibe  OorenHoaDt,  waald, 
I  fiMloonfident,  guard  effectually  agaiaat'tfae  danger  of  loiiag 
the  landa,  aa  far  ae  the  occupants  are  coocetaed,  ia  tbe  only  «av 
that  would  be  pracdcable.''^ 

I  understand,  Mr.  President,  Ihat  the  lands  ia 
your  State  (Eenjtacky)  bekinging  to  the  State, 
south  of  the  Tennessee  river,  have  been  gradually 
reduced  from  fifty  cents  down  to  twelve  and  a  h^ 
cents,  or  as  they  call  itia  thai  State,  nine  pence,  lo 
the  acre.  Now,  will  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Cmttcksek]  require  more  from  us  of  ihe 
new  States  than  is  exacted  from  the  people  of  his 
own  State.  And  will  not  the  same  rule  which  w91 
apply  to  the  inferior  lands  in  Kentucky,  apply  with 
equal  force  to  landj  of  the  same  quality  in  Illiaoia, 
separated  as  they  are  by  the  Ohio  river  only,  and 
inhabited  by  the  same  kind  of  people?  Sir,  it  is 
a  bad  ntle  which  will  not  work  both  ways. 


Jail.  1841. 
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It  V  also  pfpT  as  a  financial  meftsnrf.  Th') 
desirable  land.',  in  ih,'  course  of  a  t'eiv  yeafi,  are 
told  at  occ  dollar  and  tw«n'y-five  ceni^  per  acre — 
kftet  which  the  sales  beecme  limited,  aod  will  not 
ttaeh  more  tbao  pay  expensie!;  the  price  is  then  re- 
dneed  to  one  dollar  per  acre.  This  stimalates  ibe 
acniers  and  others  to  make  a  fnrdier  ezaminatiop, 
and  the  next  bebt  portion  is  enlled  and  patchased, 
and  considerable  addition  is  made  to  the  reveaae. 
Tlie  sates  again  relax,  and  a  further  reduction  is 
made  in  the  price  with  similar  resnlts;  except,  that 
less  and  less  quantities  are  purchased  at  each  snb- 
seiiaent  redoeiion,  nntil  the  sales  of  those  which 
•re  left  will  not  pay  for  selling.  Tnis  period  is 
limited,  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  at 
t]il:ty  years;  as  the  time  when  the  qaantity  reotain- 
ing  niasold,  after  being  culled  and  recnUed,  again 
•imI  again,  should  be  ctded  as  refuse  lands  lo  the 
Siates.  Take  (he  Slate  of  Ohio  for  example.  Ae- 
eording  to  the  repoit  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Gkneral  Land  (Mot,  the  sales  in  that  State  for  ihi 
ifst  three  quarters  of  the  past  year  (1840)  amount 
(o  |fi7,146  only,  and  the  expenses  of  selling,  ftc. 
are  suted  at  $7  596— leaving  a  balance  of  $19,550. 
Yss,  sir,  less  than  twenty  ihoosand  dollars.  Dur- 
ing the  same  period,  the  sales  at  the  land  office  at 
Zwesrille  amounted  to  |1,099,  and  the  expense  of 
ieUiag  |811->learing  a  balance  from  that  land  dis- 
ttkt  of  |388.  In  the  Cincinnati  land  district  the 
sake  are  suied  at  f803,  and  the  expenses  of  selling 
at  f7Sd— exhibiting  a  balance  of  |44;  in  the 
Wooaler  district  the  sales  amonnted  to  only  |50, 
dienharing  been  within  all  that  time  but  a  single 
fiftf  acre  inctscld,  for  |50,«hile  the  expenses  ofsel- 
Hag  it  amonnted  within  the  same  period  to  $730;  and 
hi  the  SteabenviUe  distrust  diere  were  no  $aUt  at  all, 
where  the  amount  of  incidental  expenses  is  stated 
at  $774.  I  will  not  refer  to  any  of  the  other 
Suies,  althcagh  I  believe  that  the  account  from 
the  Sate  of  my  friend  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
Walxkb,]  if  looked  into,  woul4  be  found  to  be  in  a 
very  lean  condition.  -Now,  sir,  does  not  this  state- 
ment of  facts,  about  which  there  cin  be  no  dispiiie, 
demonalrate,  beyond  controversy,  to  all  who  are 
nnpiejadiced,  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  these 
laiMla,  no  longer  profitable  as  a  source  or  revenne 
to  the  United  States,  should  be  ce  led  to  Ohiol 

r~  And  for  what,  sirl  That  the  State  may  apply  such 
portions  tothe  purpose  of  iniemal  improvement  and 
f  cdoeaiion  as  can  be  made  available,  and  donate 
f,  the  residue  in  small  quantities  to  the  poor,  who 
{  may  not  have  the  means  of  pnrchaiing  even  at  the 
most  reduced  prices.  In  the  consummation  of  this 
ptan,  alto,  me  entire  conntry  will  become  settled! 
ibe  lands  will  all  become  taxable,  and  contribute 
their  doe  proportion  of  revenue  to  the  Staiv,instead 
of  being  held  np  by  the  United  States  for  an  inter- 
minable period,  tax  free,  and  not  subject  to  settle- 
ment and  improvement.  How  long  are  these  un- 
saleable refuse  lands  lo  bejheld  np  under  the  present 
tjMem  for  a  market)  Connected  wih  this  sub- 
ject, is  the  proposition  to  sell  hereafter  in  quaiter- 
qnaiier  sections,  or  forty  acre  tracu^,  without  re' 
strietion — the  sales  at  present  in  forty  acre  tracts 
being  limited  ts  (too  entries  only,  to  the  same  in- 
diridnal^for  what  reason  I  never  knew,  or  could 
aadetsiand.  This  privilege  is  to  be  continaed 
with  the  graduation  of  the  price,  so  that  the  poor- 
est man  in  the  country  may,  if  he  choose?,  become 
a  fraeholder,  and  p ossesssd  of  a  home  which  he 
can  oill  his  own.  The  lands  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  in  the  Stale  of  Tennessee,  having 
long  since  ceased  to  be  regarded  a^  a  sonrce  of  re- 
venae,  should,  in  like  manner,  as  in  ihe  case  of 
Ohio,  but  for  sliU  strenger  reasons,  be  ceded  te  that 
9'Mt  iriihont  further  delay. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  also  proposes 
la  provide  for  the  transfer  of  the  evidence.^  of  title 
from  the  seat  of  the  Peleral  Qoveroment  to  the 
sea's  of  Governmrnt  of  the  new  States,  to  which 
they  properly  appertain.  This,  sir,  is  also  an  im- 
portant provision;  for  nothing  can  be  more  des'ra- 
hie  than  to  have  the  titles  t'<  real  esiat^^-that  pro- 
perty which,  above  all  othir,  constitutes  the  per- 
manent wealth  of  a  State,  from  its  immovable 
ehatacter  and  natural  tendency  to  advance  in  va- 
lue— within  the  reach  of  every  man  who  may  be 
interested  in  them,  so  that  he  can  refer  to  them 
With  eonrenienee,  and  procure  dnplicates  in  case 


of  loss  or  accident,  ai  a  comp:irdtively  small  ex- 
pense. 

It  IS  also  proposed  by  the  amendment  which  I 
have  offered,  to  annul  the  rtctridion  imposed  upon 
the  new  Slates  by  compao^  by  which  they  are  pro- 
hibited from  taxing  the  lands  fpryiee  years  after  the 
date  of  the  purchase  from  the  United  States.  I 
have  shown,  sir,  in  the  progress  of  my  remarks, 
that  the  State  of  Illinois  has  already  lost,  in  the 
way  of  revenue  opon  the  lands  sold  within  her 
limits,  $1,136,560  by  this  rrslflction,  and  without 
any  advantage  whatever  to  the  United  States,  and 
what  she  will  lose  by  its  continnance,  npon  those 
that  are  unsold,  which  are  slated  at  more  than  nine- 
teen millions  of  acres. 

SafBce  it  to  say,  Mr.  President,  that  in  our  pre- 
s<'nt  indebted  condition,  a  repeal  of  this  restriction 
upon  the  taxing  power  of  the  Stales,  is  imperiously 
demanded,  aod  ought  not  longer  to  be  wi.hheld.  I 
believe,  sir,  that  I  have  stated  and  i^ine  through 
with  Ibe  leading  features  of  the  proposition  of  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  and  have  endeavoVed, 
in  my  plain  way,  to  illustrate,  by  facts  and  argu- 
ment, the  advantages  which  will,  in  my  jndgmeni, 
result  from  iis  adoption  to  the  community  at  large, 
the  oU  States  as  well  as  the  n<ts. 

But,  sir,  I  have  said  that  if  the  distribution 
scheme  succeeds,  are  we  not  also  in  danger  of  hav- 
ing the  price  of  the  lands  raised  upon  nsf  Wasnot 
sneh  a  proposition  made  by  an  honorable  Senator 
here,  [Mr.  Pasirnss,]  who  never  moves  except 
upon  due  consideration,  at  the  session  of  1837  '381 
And  what  said  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massa- 
ebosetis,  [Mr.  WKBtna,]  who  s^ood  nobly  by  ns 
on  that  occa«ion,  as  he  has  done  on  many  othef 
oeeasions,  when  it  was  raadet  Mr.  WsBsria 
said: 

"It  hu  bMn  propoMd  alao  k  to  annnd  iha  bill,  (ih«  pn- 
ampUoA  bill  of  1838,)  aa  to  nqiilre  ihai  tha  aetUar,  ia  tddt- 
lion  to  tba  dollar  and  a  qnanar  per  aera,  ahould  pa;  ona-half 
of  tba  teiual  ralue  of  tha  land  abora  that  lum:  thia  valua  lo 
Ik  aaceruinad  by  appraiaara,  appoinlad  by  tha  reglatar  of  tha 
land  oSica.  I  could  not  afrea  lo  tluaan»ndinani;beeauae,  in 
tha  Aral  placp,  we  have  never  adopted  the  principle  of  iCliin^ 
lands  on  appraisement.  Rm  lecondly,  and  mainly  becaoaa  if 
thaae  aeitlers  hare  had  any  ground  or  reaaon  lo  expect  a  pre- 
empiion  right  from  Congreaa,  (which  is  the  saheiaaiial  foun- 
dation of  the  bill,)  they  hatre  had,  and  now  hare,  reaaoo  to 
expect  It,  on  Ihe  aama  farms  on  which  h  tiaa  been  granted  to 
oihara." 

What  more,  sir,  eonid  bare  bc«n  said  upon  the 
subject,  except  to  ask  Ihe  Senator  who  moved  the  , 
proposition,  if  they  were  more  valttable  thah  $1  95  j 
per  acre,  who  made  them  sol    I  have  introduced  it 
to  show  that  fears  in  this  respect  are  -not  entirely 
without  foundation. 

Bnt  again,  sir,  if  Congress  should  pass  a  law  to 
distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands 
among  the  States;  U  it  not  virtually  ihs  same  thing 
as  parcelling  out  the  land  itself  among  the  Stales?  It 
ceases  lo  be  regarded  as  a  sonrce  ot  revenue,  and 
the  Slates  alone  are  interested  in  making  the  most 
of  it.  Would  not  such  an  arrangement  in  fac, 
abrogate  the  compacts  by  which  the  new  States 
have  agreed  not  to  tax  the  lands  during  their  own- 
ership by  the  United  Stales,  and  for  five  years  after 
they  kkall  have  b^ en  soldi  Has  it  not  been  con- 
tended here,  not  by  one,  two,  or  three;  but  maay 
Senators  on  the  opposite  side  ol  the  chamber,  that 
the  object  for  which  these  lands  were  originally 
granted  1^  Virginia  and  other  States,  having  been 
fulfil  el,  they  revert  t«  the  grantors  or  to  Ihe 
Satenat  large,  and  are  now  held  by  Ihe  United 
States  in  their  aggregate  capacity  as  a  trust  estate, 
and  10  be  disposed  of  accordioglyl  Sir,  the  whole 
matter  of  ownership,  according  lo  their  arguments, 
has  become  radically  and  entirely  changed.  The 
lands  have  .become  a  trust  estate.  Congress  the 
trustee;  and  the  States,  old  and  new  inclusive,  the 
cMlui  <pi*  I  rust.  They  are  no  longer  the  property 
of  the  United  States.  Now,  sir,  if  this  be  the  case, 
I  contend,  that  from  the  moment  sneb  a  bill  passes, 
these  compacts  will  cease  to  operate,  and  that  Ike 
new  Slates  will  have  the  right  to  impo-je  a  tax  npon 
all  ihe  lands  within  their  respective  limits.  Sup- 
pose, Mr.  President,  instead  of  distributing  the 
proceeds  of  the  tales;  the  lands  themselves, 
(which  is  the  same  thii^  in  principle,)  should 
%t  parcelled  out  a'nong  the  Stales;  and  we  should 
have  a  North  Carolina  reserve,  a  Connedi- 
cut  reserve,  a  Vermont  reserve,  a  Eenracky 
resenrt;  and  since  my  fnend  from  Peassylvaiua, 


who  sits  near  me  on  the  right  [Mr.  STnaazon]  has 
feceived  his  distribution  instmciions,  which  ware 
introdnced  this  morning,  I  suppose  we  must  also 
have  a  Pennsylvania  reserve;  and  so  on  with 
reserves  for  each  of  the  twenty-six  Spates 
composing  the  entire  Union ;  what,  air, 
would  be  the  effect  of  snch  a  partition?  Would 
not  the  whole  of  these  lands  become  immedi- 
ately subject  lo  taxation  by  the  new  States 
respectivfly  in  which  they  &re  situated?  And  where 
is  the  difi^rrenee  in  principle,  whether  you  diatribnte 
the  land  or  the  money  arising  f^om  the  sale  of  ibe 
land?  Is  this  semblance  of  ownership  by  the  United 
Sta'es  to  be  kept  op  as  a  pretext  lo  avoid  such  tax- 
ation? And  are  the  new  States  lo  he  frightened  by 
this  shadow  of  ownership  when  the  substance  has 
departed!  I  hold,  therefore,  Mr.  President,  that  if 
a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  should  be  made  as  proposed  by  ihe 
honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cbittsii- 
DEN]  that  no  arrangement  will  be  just  and  equita- 
ble to  the  new  Stales,  which  does  not  make  a  pro- 
per ailowance  for  the  amount  of  taxes  which  wonid' 
accrue  from  time  to  lime  on  all  the  lands  thereaf- 
ter sold  within  their  limits,  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
tiibution;  and  which,  independent  of  the  restrio- 
tlons  I  have  mentioned,  would  be  sabject  to  taxa- 
tion as  other  lands. 

Ii  is  nevertheless  tras,  sir,  that  the  pre-emption 
principle  is  engrafted  on  ihe  amendment  of  Ihe 
Senator  from  Kenmcky,  [Mr.  CaimNDEM]  and  I 
have  no  doubt  of  bis  sincerity  and  willingness  to 
grant  prO'Cmptions  in  some  form,  provided  they  go 
hand  in  hand  tviih  distribution;  but  not  QtberwiM^ 
if  we  may  jodge  from  his  former  opinions  as  ex- 
pressed upon  that  subject.  Although  there  is  a  re- 
s'rietion  imposed  npon  ihe  right  of  the  pre-en»ption- 
er,  by  limiting  the  privilege  to  a  particular  class, 
not  worth  exceediag  a  thousand  dolUn',  and  the 
quantity  of  land  stated  at  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acre.*;  stilll  it  hiis  not  assumed  the 
form  and  features  of  a  bill,  and  may  not  be 
all  it  would  seem  to  be,  when  it  comes  to 
be  run  out  into  the  details.  For  instsnee,  are 
aliens  and  foreigners,  not  naturalized,  to  be  ioclnded, 
within  its  scope  or  not?  Will  it  be  prospective  in 
its  operation,  and  will  the  settlers  be  permitted,  as 
hetet'fore,  to'  settle  npon  the  nnsnrveyed  lands, 
and  such  as  have  been  surveyed  and  not  brought 
into  market,  or  not?  And  if  so,  will  they  thereby 
become  entitled  lo  the  right  of  pre-emption  or  noi? 
These,  sir,  and  many  other  such  considerations, 
ought  not  to  be  overlooked  in  a  measure  of  such 
ebnsequence  to  the  people  Of  the  new  States  and 
the  Territi  ries  who  reside  there,  and  to  all  such  as 
desire  to  go  there  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
'  homes  for  themselves  and  families.  They  have  not ' 
been  overlooked  in  the  bill  introduced  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bxntoh,]  which  is  fair  in 
featurcji  and  full  in  all  its  proportions.  Will  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cbittendkic]  consent 
to  such  a  preemption  law  as  thi*? 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  say  something  on 
the  subject  cf  aliens — of  such  foreigners  as  have 
emigrated  to  and  become  inhabilanis  of  the  new 
Sutes,  and  who  are  so  onfonnnate  as  not  to  be 
naturalized  according  to  Ihe  laws  of  the  United 
States.  Are  these  aliena  to  be  admitted  or  not  to 
the  benefits  intended  to  be  conferred  by  your  [Mr. 
CaiTTKiiOBM'*]  propocition?  It  would  seem  not,  if 
the  vote  taken  a  few  days  ago  on  the  amendment' 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
MiNooM,]  is  10  be  regarded  as  an  indication  of 
what  may  be  expecttd  from  the  advocates  of  dis- 
tribution. Mr.  MmouM  moved  lo  amend  the  bill, 
[Mr.  BsMton's,]  by  excepting  aliens  from  its  pro- 
visions, when  the  votestoM  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Dixon,  Qraham,  Huntingdon,  Knight, 
Mangum,.  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Presicn,  and  Rugglea 
—12. 

NATs-4i(essrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Clay 
of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Henderson,  Hubbard,  King, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicbola'«,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Porter,  Roane,  Robinson,  Si;vier,  Smith  oil 
Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Tall- 
madp!,  Tappan,  Walker,  WaU,  liraiiams,  Wright, 
and  Young — 30. 
Sir,  what  did  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ma»«(> 
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chiifeiu  [Mr.  Wmmii}  ny  cm  thissabjecf,  when 
k'timilar.  proposiiioB  wm  mads  to  exelnde-  foreiga- 
eR,iA  18i8,  by  die  honoraUe  Senior  from  Mary, 
land,  [Mr.  MKaaici]  if  my  memory  serves  me. 
And  here  I  beg  leave  agkia  to  read  from  the  speech 
of^ie  kODoraUe  Senator  on  ibat  occasion.  Mr. 
WxBtnaMkid: 

."Ububeea  (mpoaad  to  •meiu)  l]ii«  bill,  (Iha  piv-emplioo 
bill  of  1838,1  io  ai  to  limit  its  benefits  to  nuiT«  or  naturalized 
cttixan*  of  tne  Vnlted  Biaiee.  Aiilioagh  I  have  been  heretofore 
di^oaed  to  Avar  sacb  a  ptopoattioa,  vat,  ontha  whole,  I  tUnk  It 
ooui,^  t»  paaa^  bacauaa  auen  a  liautatioo  hu  bean  almgatber 
untnown  io  otir  general  iTsieoi  of  land  aalee;  and  to  introduce 
it  here,  where  we  are  acung  on  righu  already  acquired,  wotild 
ba  both  ioTidioai  and  uitioat." 

And  ia  reply  to  bis  honorable  colleague,  [Mr. 
Davu,]  he  forthw  remarked: 

"Mroollaagae  complaint,  alio,  that  the  bill  holda  put  great  in- 
docemenis  to  foreignen  to  come  among  ua  and  ntile  on  the 
public  landa.  Ha  aaja  it  la  an  inviiation  to  the  natiou  of  Eu- 
iope:to<»ei>  their  work-hooaea,  knd  aend  hither  all  their  paa- 

Em.  Now,  air,  in  all  eaodor,  la  thia  the  juat  cbanetar  of  the 
n  Doaa  It  propoae  any  diaoga  In  our  law  in  respect  to  To- 
reigH^MI  Certainlv  it  doee  not.  Alwiya  a  foreigner  could 
eoniB  here;  Alwars  Be  could  bnjr  land  at  iba  mlnimnm  price; 
alwaya  Iwatood  on  an  exaa  fooling  cf  equality,  in  thia  pairtlcu- 
lar,  with  our  own  citlteoa.  And  would  my  worthy  colleague 
now  make  a  dilTete&oe  by  thia  bniT  If  two  aaulera  are  found 
on  Ae  frontier,  each  on  hla  own  qaarlet  aeeiioa,  each  with  a  fa- 
mily, and  each  liring  under  a  roof  erected  by  hla  own  handa, 
aoOM  Ihasroduca  orfieiifa  tilled  by  hie  own  laboi,  the  one  a 
cliiien,  and  ilia  other  a  foreigner  not  yet  natnraliied,  wouU  my 
coUeagne  make  a  difference,  and  coqfirm  the  aettleoient  of  one, 
•nd  bfeali  up  that  of  Iha  other?  No,  I  am  sun,  air,  ha  would  do 
no  aveh  thing.  Hit  aenae  of  Juitiee  and  hia  good  feeling  would 
revolt  fr^m  aneb  •  aoime  of  action  aa  quick  aa  thoaeof  any  liv. 
ing  hnmin  being." 

And  what  better  reaaoas  eonld  be  giren  than  that 
it  woDld  be  a  limitation  altegcUier  nnknoim  in  our 
general  syatem  rf  land  sales,  and'  that  such  a  dis- 
tinction would  be  invidious  and  unjust — and  espe> 
cially  in  the  Siaie  of  Illinois,  where  tliey  are  ex- 
pressly, permitted  by  statute  to  porchase,  botd,  and 
irantmit  real  estate  in  all  respects  as  citizens. 

But,  Mr.  President,  my  principal  object  in  again 
introducing  foreigners  not  naturalized,  at  ibis  late 
period  in  the  detele,  is  to  reply  more  fully  to  the 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from/ttentnclqr  [Mr.  Clat] 
and  ihe  Senator  ftom  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Gba- 
ham]  in  tespect  to  the  constituiional  pover  of  a 
State,  and  partienlarly  cf  ihe  State  ot  Illinois,  to 
pKseribe  the  quaiiflcaUona  of  such  persons  as  duU 
be  adatilted  to  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  eleetion 
of  memben  to  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  - 
State  Lsgislatore,  and  consequently  in  the  elections  ', 
to  be  hsld  for  members  of  the  Bonse  of  Represen- 
tatives in  Congress;  who,  by  (he  ConstitatioB  of  tha 
United  States,  particle  1,  section  3,}  are  required  to 
I  tha  same  qaalifications.  I  understood  both 
aiors  10  say,  that  a  State  had  no  power  to  admit 
an  alien  to  vote,  unlets  he  had  been  previously 
natonlized  according  to  the  Coostiiuiion  and  laws 
•f  Ihe  United  States;  and  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tncky  [Mr.  Clat]  went  farther,  and  said,  that  he 
had  been  informed  ibat  the  foreign  vote  in  Illinois, 
that  is,  of  persons  not  naturalized,  which  he  de- 
clared to  be  illegal,  had,  given  (he  preponderaocy 
to  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  Ihe  late  election  for  Presideat 
in  that  State.  Now,  air,  if  ihe  result  of  the  elee- 
lien  in  llUnois  is  to  be  atiriboied  to  this  foreign 
vote,  all  I  have  to  say  is,  that  the  Senator^i  ia- 
fotmaat  knows  much  more  about  ihe  matter  than 
I  do.  In  the  coanty  in  whidt  I  leeide,  there  are 
many  Germans,  emigrants  from  foretgn  Unds,  who, 
I  am  informed,  are  not  aatnralizad.  Their  vole  was 
divided  at  the  late  election,  but  in  what  proportions 
I  am  ttnable  to  say.  I  also  understood  that  there 
werf  many  foreigners,  not  naturalized,  among  the 
Mormons,  who  voted,  and  who  voted  as  they  had 
a  right  to  do,  almost  wiihoal  exception,  for  General 
Harriaon.  A  large  majority  of  the  foreigners  on 
the  line  of  the  canal,  I  suppose,  (bat  of  this  I  am 
entirely  uninformed,)  voted  tha  Demoeraiie 
ticket.  How  they  voted  in  other  parts  of  the  State, 
I  knew  not.  With  such  a  sute  of  things,  where, 
from  their  nature,  it  must  ke  exceedingly  diffiealt, 
if  not  impracticable,  for  any  one  to  know  who  was 
naturalized,  and  wliio  no^,  what  nunibet  voted,  and 
what  IMM;  on  what  side  Ihe  vote  of  this  one  and  that 
one,  individually,  was  cast,  bow  can  any  one  na- 
dcrtake  to  say,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  that 
theresvltwasptodneail  by  that  or  othet  cauaes} 
Sir,  there  are  certain  men  in  this  world  who  al- 
'wajrabaveaeanse  wbea  defeat  overiakai  thein, 
(as  1  will  presenUy  undertake  to  prove  in  legard  to 


Cemoeraiic  party  )  who  would  assign  very  different 
reasons  if  the  victory  had  declared  in  their  own  fa- 
vor, and  against  the  enemy. 

But  I  eome  back  to  the  question  as  to  the  right 
of  a  Stale  to  qualify  aliens  to  vole,  without  previous 
nainral  zaiion  according  to  the  acts  of  Congress. 

TheCoastiiuiion  «f  ihc  United  Slates,  art.  1,  sec' 
3,  provides  "that  the  Httise  of  Representatives  (in 
Congret8)'shall  be  cOmpoted  of  members  chosen 
every  second  year  by  the  people  of  the  several 
Slates;  and  the  electors  in  each  Stale  shall  have  the 
qualifications  requiiite  for  r  lectors  of  the  most 
namcrona  branch  of  the  State  Legislatures." 

'  "nat  "no  parson  shall  be  a  representaiives  (in 
Congress,  who  shall  not  have  attained  to  the  age  of 
tweatv-ooe  years,  and  been  seven  years  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  noi,  when  elect- 
ed, be  an  inhabitant  of  ihat  Slate  in  which  he  shall 
be  ehesen." 

It  is. provided  by  the  same  article,  section  4: 
"Tbat.  Ihe  times^  places,  and  manner  of  holding 
eleclioas  for  Senators  and  Representaiives  (to  Con- 
gress) shall  be  prescribed  in  each  Siate  by  the  Le- 
gislature thereof;  but  the  Congress  may  at  any 
time,  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations,  ex- 
cept as  to  tbe  place  i^  choosing  Senatota." 

In  section  5,  of  the  same  article,  it  is  fiutber  pro- 
vided that  "each  House  shall  be  the  judge  of  eleo 
tioas,  returns,  and  qual.Bcationi  of  its  own  mem- 
bers." And  in  seetten  8,  of  the  same  artteie,  it  is 
provided  Ihat  "the  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
estabttsh  a  uniform  rule  ot  naiaralization  through- 
out the  United  Suies." 

These,  Mr.  President,  are  all  the  provisions  in 
that  iD&trnment  which  have  any  relation  to  this  aut- 
jeci.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  qualification  of 
persons  who  may  be  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress,  is  prescribed,  fixed,  and 
limited  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States^ 
while  the  power  is  reserved  to  the  States  to  prefciibe 
the  qaalifications  of  the  electori>,  by  whom  they  are 
to  be  chosen;  under  the  10th  article  of  the  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  if  there  be  a.  doubt, 
which  declares  that  "the  powers  not  delegated  to 
the  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibit- 
ed by  it  to  (he  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  re- 
spectively or  to  the  people."  And  this  has  been 
uniformly  the  practice  since  the  commencement  of 
the  Ooveminent,  under  iis  precent  form  of  Admin- 
istralioii. 

Mr.  PrMident,  I  have,  in  reference  to  this  ques- 
tion of  Slate  ri^ht,  examined  all  the  Constitutions 
of  the  Statfs,  Rbode  Island  excepted,  which  seems 
to  be  rtill  working  under  ihe  old  charter  granted  by 
his  Royal  Maje.-ty  King  Charles  the  Second,  of 
EogUnd;  and  I  find  Ihat,  in  every  instance,  the 
qnal.fica'ioo  of  elrctors  for  ir  embers  to  the  State 
Legislamres,  has  been  prescribed  exclusively  by 
theStateF;  and  that  many  of  them  do  not  require 
cilizen^ip  as  essential,  or  at  all  necessary  in  con- 
stitnting  the  elective  franchise.  In  ^<<en  of  Ihe 
States,  to  wit:  Maine,  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  Virginia,  South  Carolios,  Oeorgis, 
Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Missouri,  Alabama,  and  Arkansas,  the  word  "citi- 
zen" is  employed  as  a  necessary  qualification.  In 
four  of  the  States,  le  wit;  Massacbnsetis,  Vermont, 
Maryland;  and  North  Carolina,  the  word  "free- 
men" is  used,  and  "citizen"  omitted.  In  New  Jer- 
cey,  "aU  inAaWtanlt"  of  full  age,  worth  XSO,  pro- 
e/sma|{MmoM]r,,wiih  twelve  months'  residence,  are 
eniitled  to  vote — under  which  description  'of  all  tn- 
hMlmilt,  I  nndersiaod  the  ladies  in  tbat  Siate  for- 
merly claimed  and  exercised  the  privilege  of  vot- 
ing; and  had  great  influence  in  controlling  the  re- 
sult of  the  cleetiona. '  In  Conueclicnt,  all  "Aree- 
men,"  at  the  adoption  of  their  Constitnlion,  and 
suobaa  become  "citizens"  afterwards.  In  Ten- 
nesse,  every  free  white  man,  being  a  "citizen"  of 
the  United  Slates,  with  six  months'  resi  jenoe,  with 
aproaiiethat  no  person  shall  be  disqualified  from 
voting  on  aoconnt  of  color,  who  is  oy  ihe  laws  of 
the  State  a  competent  witness  in  a  court  of  justice 
against  a  white  man.  Under  this  proviso,  I  un- 
derstand Ihat  certain  persons  «f  color  are  pmiitled 
to  vote  in  that  State.  Tha  Senator  from  Tennea- 
sae  [ib.  Amdcuon]  aaya,  that  persons  of  color 
are  excluded  by  the  mw  Constitution  of  ihat  State. 


I  had  refeienee,  not  having  seen  the  new  oi>e.    In 
New  Hampsh^,  the  expression  male   "iabahi- 
taniSj"  excepting  paupers,  is  emplsjedi 
In  the  State  of  Michigan  it  i«  provided  tbab— 
"In  ail  eleciiona  eveiy  while  male  citizen  abere  twaniy.0M 
years  of  age,  having  resided  la  the  Btalp  eix  months  next  i^ 


years  of  age,  having  resided  la  the  ot&Lp  euc  months  next  pre- 
ceding  any  ekctlon,  shall  l>e  entitled  to  vote  at  soch  elecnon; 
andavaty  wUl*  male  fnAoMtant  of  theagealbreaald,  who  may 
tie  a  reaidaol  of  the  Slate  at  Uia  time  of  the  siftoing  of  Uiis  r 

tutioa,  shall  bare  the  right  of  voting  as  aibrireaid.' 


And  in  ihe  State  t>r  Illinois,  it  is  provided  that — 
'in  all  elections,  all  while  male  Inhabitants  abors  the  age  of 
tweuiyone  years,  haTinc  realded  in  the  State  aiz  mootha  not 
preceding  the  election,  shall  enjoy  the  light  of  an  elector,  hot 
no  person  shall  be  permitted  to  vole,  except  in  the  county  or 
district  in  which  he  shall  acioally  leaide  at  the  Hue  of  the 
electioa" 

And  in  the  schedule  of  Ihe  Coastitulion  of  ihat 
Slate,  it  is  further  provided  that — 

"All  whits  male  inhabitania  above  the  age  of  twenty-ane 
yean,  who  aball  be  actual  reaidenia  of  this  Stale  at  the  signing  of 
this  Conatitution,  ahall  hare  aright  to  ?ote  at  the  election  i* 
beheld  on  the  third  Thursday,  and  the  two  foUowlng  daya  of 
Bqxamber  next." 

Which  corresponds  with  a  similar  provision  in 
the  Coastitalicm  of  the  Stale  of  Michigan.  Be- 
sides the  State  of  Tennessee  formerly;  New  York, 
Maine,  and  perhaps  several  other  of  the  Stales, 
have.  In  hke  manner,  conferred  the  right  of  suf- 
frage on  persons  e/eclor,  with  certain  proper^  qua- 
lificatitins;  and  I  saw,  in  a  recent  publication  by 
one  of  the  Northern  members  of  the  other  House, 
that  he  attributed  his  defeat  in  the  last  election  to 
this  same  echrei  vote.  The  States  also  differ  in 
many  oiher  respects;  some  requiring  property  qua- 
lification, some  more  or  less  time  as  to  residence, 
and  others  that  they  should  have  paid  taxes,  etc 
In  regard  to  Michigan,  ii  is  evident  beyond  contro- 
versy, that  Ihe  words  "citizen"  and  "inhabitant," 
were  intended  to  be  uted  in  a  very  different  senae, 
and  to  apply  to  a  very  different  description  of  per- 
sons. It  is  certain  tbat  the  word  "inhabitant"  was 
intended  to  include  ail  person^,  natives,  alienr,  and 
all,  whether  naturalized,  or  not,  who  were  reai- 
dents  of  the  Slate  at  the  signing  of  the  Constitntioo; 
while  it  is  equally  certain  tbat  a  limilaiion  was  im- 
plied in  the  woid  citizen  upon  iho=e  Io  come  af- 
terwards. And  this  Constitution  was  ratified  by 
Congress  as  being  in  conformity  wiib  the  require- 
ments of  the  Constitntion  of  the  United  Scaler. 
Bat  I  understood  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina 
[Mr.  Gbabam]  to  say  that  there  might  be  a  sort  of 
special  naiaralization  in  this  constitutional  way, 
while  the  general  power  »as  withheld  from  ibe 
Stales.  Sir,  the  langnage  of  the  Constitnlion  of  the 
United  States  is,  that  "Congress  shall  have  Ibe 
power  to  establish  a  uniform  lule  of  naturalization" 
only;  so  tbat  a  special  naturalization,  as  supposed, 
would  be  without  atithoriiy.  An<l  I  hold  farther, 
that  if  this  power  of  prescrt'biog  qaa1ifi(»tions  of 
electors  belongs  not  tj  the  States,  and  that  na'ura- 
lizalion  is  a  necessary  prerequisite,  that  it  can  no 
more  be  conferred  by  the  adoption  of  a  State  Cim- 
siitution  coBtaioing  snch  aa  exception,  from  the 
uniform  rule,  than  in  any  other  way.  It  follows  of 
course,  from  the  practice  of  Congress,  and  univsr- 
sal  usage  in  all  the  States,  that  the  conttroction  al- 
ways has  been  that  tha  power  resided  in  the  Stales. 
This,  sir,  has  been  the  coDstrnction  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  Illinoli;  and  foreigners,  aliboogh  not  na- 
taralized,  but  who  have  become  iahabiiants  of  the 
Sute  for  six  months  previous  to  an  elecUcn, 
have  always  been  allowed  to  vote.  The  qnes- 
lion  with  us  has  hem,  not  as  to  the  right 
of  the  Stale  to  p:escribe  the  qaalifications  of 
ber  electors,  but  whether,  in  the  employment  of 
the  woid  "inhabitants,"  in  our  Constitution,  it  was 
intended  that  foreigners,  not  naturalized,  .rhonld  be 
entitled  to  vote.  But,  sir,  we  went  farther  than 
this,  as  I  mentioned  in  the  course  of  a  few  remaiks 
I  made  on  this  subject  some  days  ago.  In  respect 
to  the  qualification  of  Governor,  it  was  provitied 
in  the  body  of  the  Constitution,  Ibat  he  should  be 
at  least  thirty  years  of  age,  have  been  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  thirty  years,  and  two  years  a  re- 
sident in  the  State;  aiid  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
was  required  to  possess  the  same  qnalificatioos. 
Now,  sir,  in  order  to  qualify  a  particular  individu- 
al for  this  second  office,  who  stood  prominent  as  a 
man  of  integrity  and  benevolenee,  but  who  was  a 
native  «»f  Canada,  (Col.  Pierre  Menard  of  Kaskas- 
kia,)  b  was  provided  in  ibetdiedule  of  the  Comi- 
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is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  has  resided 
tw»  years  within  the  limits  of  the  Smte  next  pre- 
ceding the  eleclioo,  thai  I  b^  eligible  to  ibc-  office  »{ 
Ldeatenant  GkoTctnor,  any  ihiog  in  ihii  Conit  tu- 
tion  eontained  notwiihstaading.  Well,  eir,  he  was 
pot  npon  the  ticket  with  Col.  Bond,  who  was  no- 
aoinated  for  GoTernor,  alihoogh  Ihey  were  of  oppo- 
site poHttes,  and  continu«d  to  be  so,  as  long  as 
dor.  Bond  lived,  and  both  were  elected  by 
tke  ■nanimoas  vote  of  the  people^  withoat 
oppoeitioD,  and  both  made  excellent  officers. 
To  give  yon  an  instance  of  his  plain  but  honest 
blnntness,  I  will  menhon  an  occarrence  which  hap- 
pened during  a  lime  Vhen  he  was,  by  virtue  of  his 
office  of  Lieotenatit  Governor,  presiding  as  Spealcer 
of  the  Senate.  In  1830,  «e  made  a  State  bank 
upon  a  capital  of  cred.t  tnl  confidence,  (specie  be- 
iiig  rather  a  scarce  aiiicle  at  the  time,)  as  a  mea- 
sar«  of  relief  to  the  peoplf-,  it  bffing  a  time  of  great 
peconiary  embarrassmeot;  and  to  make  its  issues 
the  more  acceptable  b.«  a  circulating  medium,  a  re- 
aointron  was  offerol  rrqufsiiog  ihe  St'cretaiy  of  the 
Ti«asary  to  make  it  land  office  money.  Colonel 
Menard  had  been  very  much  cpixxed  to  the  crea- 
tion of  this  bank  without  a  specie  capital.  So, 
when  the  resolution  canM  op  for  adoption  in  the 
Senate,  be  rose,  evidently  out  of  hnmor,  and  said, 
in  his  broken  EoKlish — '  Gentlemen,  as  it  your 
wish,  and  it  is  my  dn'y,  t  will  pui  de  question- 
bat  I  bet  any  man  fifty  dollar  he  no  made  land  of- 
fiea  money."  And  the  Colonel  was  right;  it  was 
not  made  land  office  money,  and  depreciated  as 
low  at  one  time  as  four  for  one. 

But  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Gai- 
KAw]  objects  i«  the  right  of  a  State  to  permit  aliens 
to  vote,  for  the  reason  that  it  will  give  an  undne 
proportion  of  representation  in  the  general  appor- 
tjonment  of  political  power  among  th:  States,  and 
especially  in  the  Siaies  where  they  are  not  admit- 
ted to  tke  right  of  suffrage.  This,  sir,  is  an  objec- 
tioB  easily  answered,  by  reference  lo  article  1,  sec- 
ti«a  3,  of  the  Coosiiintion  of  the  Uuited  S  a'es. 
which  provides,  that  "leprestntativfs  nnd  r'iiect 
taxes  ahall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  States 
which  may  be  incladed  in  this  Union  according  to 
their  respective  numbers,  which  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  adding  to  Ihe  whole  number  of  free  per- 
sons, imploding  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of 
3Pears,  and  exalndiog  Indians  not  t^ixed,  three- 
fifths  ot  all  other  persons." 

It  is  the  ntimber  of  persons  of  all  descriptions, 
then,  according  to  the  enume.ation  which  shall  be 
made  at  stated  periods,  and  not  the  number  of 
To'ers,  which  is  torrgnUte  the  relative  disiiibn  ion 
of  power  among  th-*  S'aie<. 

Mr.  President,  this  word  "ciilzen"  fcms  aftrr 
all  to  have  a  very  indefinite  meaning.  lu  in  urir.i- 
nal  acceptation,  according  to  the  Prench  Dictiona- 
ries, it  sianified  an  "an  inhabitant  or  freeman  of  a 
city."  The  natives  of  a  city  as  contradistinguished 
from  foreigners.  According  to  Mr.  V^ebster'd  large 
quarto,  Itmeans  techDii:allr  in  the  Umled  RtiUei,  "a 
person  native  or  naturalized,  wtio  has  the  privilege  of 
exercising  the  elective  franchise;"  or  the  qualifica- 
tions which  enable  him  lo  vote  for  rulers,  and  to  pur- 
chase and  hold  real  estate.  To  "citizenize,"  is  to 
make  a  "citizen,"  lo  admit  to  the  rights  and  privi- 
kgea  of  a  citizea,  and  be  pivei  as  an  example, 
that  "Talleyran  I  was  citiztnized  in  Pennsylvania, 
when  there  in  the  f  jrm  of  an  emigrant." 
_  So  that  it  seems  that  the  St.ite  of  Pennsylvania, 
at  least  in  this  instacce,  if  it  be  correct,  undertook 
for  herself,  and  did  citizenize,bniror  what  purpose 
is  not  stated,  a  forcijrn  emigrant,  wi.hont  the  con- 
carrent  aijthority  of  the  United  State.*. 

From  this  circum^tance,  it  appexrs,  that  there 
may  be  citizens  of  a  State,  who  are  not  citizens  of 
the  United  Slates. 

I  come  new,  Mr.  President,  to  consider  of  the 
causes  which,  in  my  judrmeotj-more  than  any  other, 
led  to  the  late  defeat  of  Mr  Van  Burcn,  and  with  him 
the  overthrow,  for  a  time,  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Our  troubles,  sir,  commenced  with  the  celebrated 
year  of  1836;  ayearlong  to  be  remembered  by  those 
who  have  been  attentive  to  the  political  events  of 
the  time*,  as  being  franght  with  more  mischief,  and 
bringing  in  its  train  more  evils, moral  and  pecnnia- 
tj,  than  any  which  had  preceded  it,  and  it  is  to  be 
bopadf  uj  wliioh  hat,  or  may  come  after  it.   It 


was  during  thi«  year  more  than  any  o:her,  that 
States,  corporations  and  individuals,  alike  heedless 
of  the  future,  rushed  lieadljog  and  madly  into  the 
broad  voitex  of  speculation,  and  many  have  been 
swamped  and  left  mirig^n  the  quicksands.  Yes, 
sir,  wide  spread,  desolating  ruin  has  been  the  con- 
sequence. It  was  daring  this  year,  that  the  im- 
ports of  .merchandise  from  foreign  couniries  ran 
up  to  the  extraordinary  sum  of  189,980,035  dol- 
lars; 40  millions  of  dollars  unore  than  any  pre- 
ceding year,  and  nearly  23  millions  of  dollars 
more  than  any  year  succeeding.  While  the  ex- 
ports from  the  United  States  to  foreign  countries, 
for  that  year,  were  only  127,663,040  dollars- 
showing  a  balance  of  trade  against  us,  fur  that 
year  alone,  of  Ihe  enormous  amount  of  63,316,99S 
of  dollars.  The  sales  of  the  public  lands,  also, 
suddenly  ran  up  daring  that  year  to  the  sum  of 
25,107,833  dollars— being  9,168.029  dollars  more 
than  any  year  preceding,  and  18,160,310  dollars 
more  than  the  tales  of  any  subsequent  year. 

The  sales,  Mr.  President,  for  this  memorable 
year  of  1836,  exceeded  ftut  millwns  of  dollaia  in 
tly  State  of  Illinois  alone.  And  so  it  was  wiih 
every  thing.  The  delusive  phantom  of  specula- 
tion seemed  to  have  taken  complete  p.sssession  of 
the  human  mind,  and  onr  extravagance  and  folly 
not  only  astoni^hed  and  alarmed  the  sober  minded 
and  reflecting  of  oar  ewn  country,  but  all  Europe 
for  a  time  stood  still,  and  looked  upon  onr  rapid 
movements  towards  wealth  and  fortune  with  won- 
der and  amazement.  Why,  ^ir,  during  this  period, 
the  speculators  in  the  public  lands,  in  many  in- 
stances, in  their  haste  to  become  rich,  looked  oaly 
lo  the  maps  in  the  land  offices  to  see  what  was  va- 
cant, and  swept  it  all,  good,  bad,  and  indifferent, 
(ur  I  would  be  more  correct  if  I  should  say,  the 
bad,  worse,  and  still  more  indifferent,  as  the  good 
had,  for  the  most  part,-  been  taken  before)  that  w.^s 
s  bj'ct  to  priva'e  entry,  far  and  wid(;  swamp, 
s»nd  ridges  and  all,  and  where  are  they  nosj  No 
wonder,  then,  that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Clay]  ran  ihow  by  figures  and  by  facts,  'hat  many 
of  the  lands  which  weie  some  years  before  that 
time  reported  by  the  land  officers  as  being  of  Utile 
value,  have  since  been  sold  at  one  dollar  and 
twenty  five  cents  per  acre.  To  give  you  an  ex- 
ample o(  this  system  of  ppecolation,  and  of  its 
ittinons  consequences,  I  need  only  to  refer  lo  Ihe 
ease  of  the  New  York  and  Boston  Illinois  Land 
Company.  This,  sir,  is  perhaps  the  most  wealthy 
company  of  the  kind  in  the  United  States.  It  is 
cpmpofed,  for  the  movt  pfrt,  of  gtntlemtn  of  for- 
tune, who  are  still  wealthy,  iiptwiibstanding  their 
losses  npon  their  inve."stirf  n's  in  this  stork.  Their 
pnchases,  I  believe,  ctcctded  a  mill. on  of  acies, 
aaJ  iheit  lands  ari:  of  average  good  quality;  many 
of  them  are  considered  as  among  tbe  very  best 
lands  in  the  State;  and  what  ha.<:  been  the  re- 
sult of  their  operational  Why,  rir,  with  mvst 
of  ibeir  lands  on  hand,  still  unsold,  with  a 
large  amount  of  taxes  annually  to  pay  upon 
them,  their  stoc't  is  -  down  to  thifly  (cnls 
in  the  dollar,  notwithstanding  it  is  backed  by  seme 
of  Ibemostsnbs'antial  wealth  in  the  country.  Such 
being  the  facts  in  regard  to  this  weal'.hy  land  com- 
pany, what  must  they  be  with  that  iureriur  class  of 
individuals  who  »peculated  exclusively  on  niPn''y 
borrowed  from  tbe  banks,  and  wh^'.se  pu' chafes 
were  in  the  gereral  limited  to  lands  of  inferior  qua- 
lii)7    Sir,  comment  is  unnecessary^ 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  for  ihe  application. 
Universal  pecpniary  embarr.issroent  had  seized 
npon  many  paits  of  the  country;  broken  rpecub- 
tors  and  Cebtor^  of  every  class  and  degree,  arid  be- 
hinging  to  every  parly,  bad  in  many  m.^tanc^s  be- 
come desperate,  and  cried  out  for  a  change !  Yes, 
sir,  this  magic  Word  change !  change ! !  was  rung 
from  the  monntain  tops,  and  echoed  throug't  the 
valleys,  and  ibis  it  was  that,  in  my  judgment,  led 
to  onr  defeat,  and  not  the  machinations  of  the 
baakers  in  Tbieadneedle  or  Lombard  s  rrets  in 
London,  or  in  Wall  street,  in  New  York.  No,  sir, 
many  were  in  debt,  and  hopelessly  in  debt,  wiibcnt 
some  great  and  exiracidinary  change,  which  could 
not  be  anticipaied  in  ordinary  good  times,  when 
men  are  expected  not  only  to  support  their  families, 
bat  aUo  lo  pay  their  debts,  by  a  prudent  and  eco- 
nomical arniPgement  of  their  buf  ioess,  aiid  an  ia- 


dustrioos  application  to  their  occopation,  whether 
It  tie  that  of  merdiant,  lawyer,  doctor,  fanner,  or 
mechanic.  To  all  snch — I  speak  ia  the  general—, 
this  change  became  desirable,  as  a  measure  of  relief, 
fof  the  reason,  as  was  stated,  that  they  could  not  be 
worsted;  and  that  peradveniure  something  might, 
in  the  course  of  coming  events,  turn  up  for  theiet- 
ter.  Sir,  I  will  five  yon  an  'instance  of  this  fcele 
ing  in  a  case  which,  I  am  informed,  cccurred  in 
my  own  coanly.  An  individual  who,  on  many 
accounis,had  been  regarded  as  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Democratic  party,  and  who  still  profbss^ 
lo  belong  to  it,  said  to  one  of  his  neighbors  that  he 
bad  not  voted  for  either  of  the'  candidates  frr  the 
Presidency.  Upon  hi?  neighbor  expressing  some 
astonishment,  and  asking  the  reason  why  he  had 
not  voted,  he  replied  by  way  of  excuse,  "thatia 
common  with  many  of  his  neighbors,  he  had  been 
imprudent  and  was  in  debt;  and,  although  it  was 
still  in  accordance  with  his  principles  that  Mr.  Yaa 
Boren  should  be  elected,  that  he  believed  it  woold 
he  to  his  interest  thai  General  Harrison  should  he 
elected;  and  that  between  principle  and  inlerttt  he 
had  stood  still,  and  had  nut  voted."  And  ihas  it 
was  with  thouiiaDds  and  leas  of  ihoasands,  who 
not  only  "stood  still,"  but  voted  for  the  enemy.  I 
use  the  word  enemy  with  no  invidinas  or  reproach- 
ful meaning.  Well,  Mr.  President,  our  opponents 
have  succeeded  in  bringing  this  change  abont  as  a 
great  reKe/«iea»ur«,  and  by  nnprecedented  majori- 
ties, as  is  generally  tbe  case  with  such  measures; 
and  let  them  take  heed  that  it  does  not,  like  nkost 
other  measures  of  relief,  be  found  npon  experiment 
not  to  answer  the  public  expectation,  and  likethem 
doomed,  in  case  of  disappointment,  to  very  short 
duration.  Who,  Mr.  President,  of  the  West,  has 
forgotten  ihe  hi.vtory  of  my  native  Slate,  of  your 
Own  State,  (Kentucky)  and  in  your  own  times,  ia 
regard  to  these  same  measures  of  relief;  and  who 
dees  not  recolkct  the  rapidity  with  which  ihey  sue- 
cffsively  pv?ed  away.  In  1816  or  1817,  the  Le- 
gislature of  that  S:ate  chattered  Ihe  eel«brated  lit- 
trr  of  banks,  forty-two  in  number,  as  a  measure 
of  relief,  and  what  became  of  them?  Gore, 
sir,  to  the  lomb  of  the  Capulels.  They  ex- 
ploded one  by  one;  and  in  Ihe  space  of  a  few 
short  years,  not  one  of  all  was  left  to  tell  the  story 
of  their  misfortunes.  And  yet,  sir,  this  measure 
was  popular  in  its  day.  Then  followed  the  stay 
and  repleiy  laws;  the)oM  and  new  court  qutstions;  and 
the  di: asters  which  befel  them,  had,  for  a, time,  well 
nigh  demolished  the  enliie  judiciary  system  of  the 
S  ate.  How  was  it,  sir,  in  Illinois,  the  Stale  of 
my  ailoptiont  In  1820,  our  old  State  bank  (long 
sine  exploded  and  now  almost  forgotten)  was  es- 
lablr-hrd  as  a  measure  of  relief;  it  bad  no  olher  ca- 
pial  than  credit  and  eoi^d<nee,  for  we  bad  no  mc- 
ney,  and  its  notes  were  ptyable  in  ten  years. 
It  was,  nevertheless,  a  measure  called  for  by  the 
popular  voice.  Mr.  President,  its  story  is  soon  told: 
its  Dotes  very  soon  depreciated  as  low  as/nir  fctr 
one— the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  declared  it 
unconstitutional,  and  the  State  lost  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  by  the  experiment;  and  had,  in 
the  end,  to  homw  that  amount  to  maktt  go(>d  the 
d.ficit.  In  my  judgment,  Mr.  Pre<;ideni,  all 
relief  laws  which  interfere  between  debUr 
and  creditor,  in  respect  lo  their  contracts,  are 
productive  of  mischief.  They  destroy  punctuality 
in  dealing,  corrupt  ihe  mirals,  and  make  men  setk 
for  advantages  which  Ihey  would  not  think  of,  and 
of  which  they  won  d  be  ashamed,  under  other  cir- 
cumjtancee,  by  affording  this  sort  of  legal  encou- 
ragement, under  the  seductive  form  of  measgres  of 
relief.  Whether  this  change.of  rulers,  and  with  it 
a  change  in  Ihe  administration  of  ihe  Government, 
as  a  great  measure  of  relief  to  Ihe  coumry,  will  or 
will  not  prove  lo  be  an  excep:ion-to  the  rule,  re- 
mains yet  to  be  tried.  Bui  I  can  tell  the  gentlenoen 
who  are  opposed  to  ns,  in  the  language  of  the  Se- 
nator from  Atkansas,  [Mr.  Saviin,]  with  whom  I 
perfectly  agree  on  this  subject,  that  much  will  be 
expected;  that  money  must  be  made  so  plentiful  as 
scarcely  to  be  worth  the  asking  for  ii;  that  every 
man  must  have  his  pockets  filled  and  to  give  away 
if  he  chooses;  that  tbe  banks  are  to  throw  open 
their  vaults,  that  each  may  borrow  what  he  pleases, 
without  having  to  work  for  it,  and  wiihgut  being 
UDder  asy  partitn'ar  obligation  to  repay  it.    L«( 
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I.ef,  be  nol  done.  »"'  w*"*  c"  '  '*"  **""  n>«y  come 
of  HHjppointinfni? 

Bui  ii  has  treo  said  ihat  Gtii.  Jack  o a  waa  ibe 
aoihnr  of  much  of  ih^s  dijirtJ^,  by  advising  the 
haiiks,  several  years  agn,  lo  discount  liberally. 
Sir,  ihi.i  is  no  excuse  for  ihe  bank-sbavio;  extebded 
their  accommoilaiions,  if  liipy  did  s-o,  beyond  th"e 
limitt  of  reason  and  propriety.  It  was  tlie  duty  of 
presidents  am!  dirtc'or..',  in  respect  t  >  ih?  irusl  con- 
fided to  ihi-m  1-y  the  M.ickiioliiers  it  wis  iheir  du- 
tv  as  offi«.?i»  ami  as  men,  whoever  mjy  have  ad- 
vised, not  to  have  exceeded  the  bouDi's  of  prudenct 
and  the  lea'-ooable  wants  of  the  cjun^ry.  Sir,  this 
almost  universal  disposiion,  when  caUniity  over- 
takes us,  to  iispute  the  caate  to  anv  thing  rather 
ih»n  oorotvn  mi.tmanagement,  remind'i  me  furci- 
bly  of  the  propriety  cffcur  attending  more  clofely 
tiMii  we  are  iq  llie  babitof  doinjr,  to  the  moral  of 
a  text  from  which  our  woi thy  and  talented  cbap- 
lata  [Mr.  Cooiraan]  preach^ d  tomeume  agb, 
wbieh  is  as  well  applica'ile  in  p^ili  ics  as  in  matters 
"f  religion.  The  tpxt  was,  '  Taki  luei  tmto  thyulf." 
Yes,  sir,  if  any  man  W!ll  but  take  the  trouble  to 
esamine  himself  in  ihe.sr  DvttKrs  of  ronoing  ia 
debt,  of  ovTirjilina  ani  overliving,  and  the  conse- 
qaent  etnbarrai.-ment  and  pecmiary  distress,  he 
will  very  >eldoin  hav*^  to  navel  beyotid  his  own 
door  to  ascertain  the  cin  e.  Sir,  1  b.ame  no  man 
for  any  of  my  iiiipiovidmt  acts.  1  act  upon 
my  own  ju  i^mpn',  as  all  m-n  who  have  ar. 
rive<J-«t  years  of  mtiuriiy  should  do,  and  if  I  am 
deceived,  I  endeavor  lo  repair  Ihe  los',  and 
profit  by  the  experience-.  But,  Mr.  Pr.sideat,  this 
(hange  of  'oi;tii»e  ia  ."on  y  ranters,  which 
has  come  upon  us,  di  I  oi  coine  uncxp^ctrd.  The 
old  farmers  of  ih?  roaiitry  iriquent  y  spukeofit, 
and  faid  it  wa.<  inevildbl<>.  They  said  lhat  propei- 
tj  wastnii  hit:h,  that  the  p  opif  had  benome  extra- 
vagant, and  tiiai  tti<'  (rice  of  prcduce  and  of  labor 
bad  run  up  to  lic'itious  ra'cs,  whi.h  could  not  be 
Kislaine<^,  and  which  were  not,  in  faai,  desirable 
for  the  general  welfare  of  ihi  country;  that  uniform 
reasonabl-- prices  would  be  much  bet  er.  All  pre- 
dicted if,  the  piudont  pn  pare .!  for  it,  and  those  lhat 
were  overtaken  in  their  iiifficu'iics,  excused  them- 
sieves  by  spying  tKat  it  had  come  sooner  than  ihey 
expected,  or,  as  was  most  frequently  the  case  with 
the  Whigs,  put  all  the  blai.ic  upon  the  Govern- 
ment. 

I  have  now  onlv  a  word  to  say,  Mr.  President, 
in  reply  fo  the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Wbiort,]  on  the  subject  of  S'ate  stocks  and  Siale 
iadebtedaess,  and  will  nrii.'g  my  remarks,  already 
ypan  cut  much  loD^«r  ihati  i  intended,  to  a  close. 
I  undersioi'd  Ihe  Senritor  lo  ."-ay  that  the  present  ia- 
debtcdness  of  thr  Siaie^,  r.cci  r.lit/!?  lo  the  infurma- 
lion  he  had  receive',  wa-.  «t.o,ii  two  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars;  and  ih'it  £t out  half  that  amount, 
or  one  hundred  iiitl!ioti»,  in  so  k  ,  h.id  bean  hypo- 
thecated upon  an  avcrrtse  of -buui  liity  cents  loth* 
dollar;  that  the.  lim:  had  arrived  fur  the  payment 
of  the  advances;  that  ih-sa  plod.;fd  stock.",  in  con- 
sequence of  a  fi'iturc  by  the  Slates  lo  comply  with 
the  terms  upon  which  they  were  hypothecated, 
were  io  a  conHiiien  to  he  lorfeiied,  and  might 
now  be  Void  in  th"  irarkct  ai  a  .racriffce, 
for  the  benefit  if  the  b.inktrs  with,  whom 
they  had  been  pl-i'red;  and  to  t^r^ue  from 
these  premises,  tha'  ■iny  measure  which  might  be 
adopted  here,  by  wh  oh  the  value  o(  these  stocks 
would  be  enhance.!  in  the  hands  of  ih-se  bankers, 
would  enure  exc'n^ivi  ly  lo  th'ir  bene  fit,  and  not  lo 
the  Stales  by  »hom  they  h-'l  been  plei^ged.  Now, 
»ir,  I  cannot  say  to  v.i>,.t  .x.'nt  Ihe  S<:nator's  [Mr. 
WnioHT's]  infori.iaioT  n.av  or  may  not  be  correct, 
but  I  know  that  in  relation  to  the  steel's  of  Idinois, 
the  facts  are  far  oilierwis'-.  When  I  was  in  Loc- 
din  as  an  agent  of  that  Si.-oe  something  more  ihan 
a  year  ago,  I  uoders'ood  tb-*  practic«  to  be  with 
m  •»!  oftfcs;  Stall  s,  wl.en  f.rre  was  noi  an  absolute 
s\le,  simply  lo  p.^t:ibli5h  an  aijtney  lor  the  sale  of 
their  bondi^  upon  sur.h  terms  fis  nii  ht  be  agreeil 
upon;  !ay,  for  in-iance,  at  ^1  lo  the  ^100,  as  in 
my  own  case,  «llox>ins  lo  'h'.  banker  the  eicess 
above  lhat  mia  by  wa-.  of  C'immi.:^ii'ti  for  selling, 
&c.  upon  wl'ich  cnniriot  he  «srreei  to  aiake certain 
advances  to  the  St.-"!.-!  I.y  instalments,  to  be  reim- 
bttrsed  oat-of  the  fi-s'  s:!es  ot  btnds,  hat  with  Ihe 


ex|>r(fM  provi-iion  in  the  agremeni,  lhat  iho  bonds 
shall  not  ai  any  time  be  ..-old  l-r  less  than  ^1  in 
the  .£100.  There  is  also,  in  the  general,  a  prcvi  - 
sion  ih>l  the  dividends  aecruin;  upon  the  slock  sj'd, 
shall  be  payable  at  the  house  wh-rc  sold,  for  which 
it  is  usual  lo  charge  on?  per  cent,  commission; 
This,  sir,  is  my  limited  e»perience  en  Ihe  subject. 
As  long,  therefore,  Mr.  Prosident,  as  these  stocks 
continue  th<!  properly  of  the  Siale.s,  whether 
subject  to  forfi'iture  or  not,  any  increase  in  the 
price  would  surely  lend  to  ihtir  benefit,  and  not  to 
the  b;tnke(s  by  whom  they  are  hell — who  can  only 
li^htfuly  cliiin  lo  tlf»  extent  of  their  advances 
with  such  adiitional  interest  as  may  have  been 
agreed  upon. 

But,  sir,  I  care  nol  whetber  ihesc  bonds  are  in 
the  bands  of  bankers  or  nol;  whether,  if  bankers, 
Ihey  reside  in  Tbreadneedle  or  Lombard  streets, 
abroad,  or  in  Wall  »r  Chestnut  streets,  at  home; 
or  whether  disposed  of  providently  or  improvident- 
ly,  tiial  it  is  our  duty  as  States  to  pay  tbem. 

And  here  perniiil  me  lo  read  an  exlract  from  ihe 
late  message  of  my  excellent  fric&d,  Governor  Car- 
lin,  to  the  Lfgi;laiore  of  Illinois,  now  in  session, 
on  this  important  subject : 

"Tbnse  lambarrunmen  ■  (!<aya  llie  Oaremor,  allmlini;  lo  Ihe 
<lebl  of  lhat  Stale,)  have  grown  out  of  our  ayslern  of  internal 
iniprOTemeats,  adopted  by  jnipravident  legislation,  at  a  time 
when  the  delusive  phantom  of  ,]pccu]atjon  scemeil  to  have  ta- 
ken posaeaaloD  of  the  human  mmd,  and  led  the  world  itlto  ex. 
trava^aiicc  and  erroi;  and  however  deeply  we  may  rrorret  the 
evil  which  this  eyilem  has  entaiied  upon  ua,  it  would  tie  un- 
wise and  unpatriotic  to  shrinli  from  itie  reeponaibility  of  apply- 
ing ynur  best  eSbrts  lo  ihe  pecuniary  redempjion  of  the  State, 
and  the  preservation  of  her  honor.  The  vast  debt  she  has  ftl. 
really  incurred  must  be  paid;  and  this  can  only  be  done  by  a 
strict  and  risid  maintenance  of  her  credit  abroad,  and  the  wis- 
dom with  which  her  meaaur^sare  dirct^ied  atltome  "' 

These  sentiments,  Mr.  President,  do  credit  lo  the 
he«d  and  the  heart  of  the  man  who  uttered  them; 
and  I  trust  will  meet  with  a  response  from  every 
member  of  our  Legislature,  whatever  may  be  hi^ 
politics,  as  well  as  from  every  man  in  the  State, 
who  has  the  feelings  of  a^  patriot,  and  a  proper 
respect  for  the  credit  and  'honor  of  the  country 
which  he  he s  selected  for  ibe  home  of  himself,  and 
hii  children  who  are  lo  succeed  him.  Sir,  we  have 
stiuEcled  thus  far  snccessfolly.  I  hope  ibat  we 
shall  continue  toslruegle  as  with  the  untttd  efforts 
of  one  man,  .tnd  that  under  the  influence  of  a  be- 
nign Providence,  our  efl'oiis  may,  in  the  end,  b« 
crowned  wilh  complete  success. 

What!  Illinois,  the fdircst  portion  of  ihis  Union, 
dishonored?  No,  sir,  her  patriotic  yeomanry,  I 
trust,  will  never  submit  to  so  humiliating  a  condi- 
tion, as  that  their  bean'iful  State  shall  become  a 
bye-word  of  reproach  for  hiving  been  the  first  to 
violate  her  mcst  solemn  engagemcnls. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  dehaie ,  and  just  before 
the  vole  was  taken  on  bi<  proposition  to  dispose  of 
ihe  public  lands  to  ih-;  new  States  in  which  ihey 
are  siloaled,  upon  certain  eondi'ions,  Mr.  CaLBODw 
losi  in  his  place,  and  read  from  Gales  and  Sea- 
ion's  Reg'ster  of  Debates,  in  support  of  his  posi- 
tion, the  foUowins;  extract  from  the  speech  of  Mr. 
John  Randolph  of  Virginia,  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  in  Marrh,  )826,  in  replv  lo  General 
Harrison,  of  Ohio;  ihe  ^ubjecl  of  the  Cumberiand 
Road  heirg  under  considerail  n: 

'•Mr.  Randolph  a?ain  rose,  and  said,  the  gentleman  is  mista- 
ken if  he  supposes  that!  bfcrudge  the  people  from  Ohio tke 
lands  wiliiin  the  body  of  Ohio.  I  wish  that  every  new  State 
had  all  the  lands  within  the  Stale,  thai  in  the  shape  of  receiver- 
shi()s  and  other  ways,  ihes;  States  might  nui  b«  brought  under 
the  influence  of  this  ten  miles  square.  In  other  words,  I  wish 
lhat  all  the  patronage  of  the  land  office  waa  in  the  hands  ol  i  he 
individual  Slates,  and  not  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. I  am  the  friend  of  State  riglitB,and  will  cut  down  th^ 
patronage  of  this  General  Guvernmenl,  which  has  increasi  d,  is 
increaaina,  and  niusibe  diminished,  or  wo  the  States  shall  be 
nol  only  'shorn  of  our  beaias,'8ii,  boi  'abolished  quite.'  " 

Mr.  Benton  then  ro>e,  and  read  the  following 
extract  from  a  speech  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  on  ihe 
same  subject,  delivered  in  the  Senate  on  the  18  h  of 
Mav,  1836 

Mr.  Van  Boren  ."aid: 

'•Theeubjeci  of  the  ptiblic  laiidawas  becoming  dally  more 
antmoreinteresiin!;,  and  would  ocrupv  much  time  in  legisla- 
tion. ItextendedthepatronaceoflheGnvernmeniover  theee 
Hlateatoagreat  eileni;  it  suhjscled  the  Suieain  which  those 
lands  were  silualed,  to  an  unwuc  nnd  unprnfiuble  dependence 
on  the  Federal  Govemment.  Mr.  V.  B.  said  he  should  vote  for 
every  cation  that  Bubject,  to  enable  Ihfm  at  ai  some  future  day 
to  act  uiiileiatandinsly  on  iu  No  man  could  render  the  cxjunlry 
agreaterseivicethan  he  who  ehoold  devise  some  plan  by  which 
the  United  Siaiee  might  b«  relieved  from  the  ownership  of  this 
property.bysome  equiubla  mode.  He  would  voiaforapropoai- 


tlon  to  rest  the  lands  In  the  States  in  whirh  they  Mood,  oa  i»nta 
just  and  eriuilable  teriru,  aa  relaled  lo  Ihe  other  fttcusof  i1m 
Cnnfedf  racy.  He  hoped  thai,  after  having  full  informauoa  onibe 
sulijeci,they  would  be  able  to  efieci  that  great  ol>jea.iI]e  helkved 
that  if  those  lands  were  disposed  of  at  once  to  Ifae  aeren]  ftatei, 
it  would  basauafaetorytaall." 

Mr.  Bbnt.'N  alM>  read  from  the  Senate  joomal  oi 
May  20,  1826,  the  folowing  motion,  as  having  ben 
submitted  by  Mr.TiZEWCi.L  of  Virginia,  to  theeffrcl 
as  staled: 

"Mr.  TAZsWaLL  luhmiued  the  foUawing  mtMian: 
"BeKlved,  Thai  it  is  expedient  for  the  I'niled  Scales  lotedt 
BDd  surrender  to  the  several  Stales,  within  whoee  ttimu  the 
aame  maybe  situated,  all  the  right,  title,  and  IntereKoftbg 
Ur>iied  States,  tpany  laittVt  lying  and  being  within  ihe  boiudinsi 
of  such  Slates,  reepeciively,  upon  sticta  leroia  and  Cfwdhauiis 
may  be  consialcnl  with  the  tlue  observance  of  tbe  public  &ilh, 
and  with  Ihe  general  Interest  of  the  United  Stales." 

On  Ihe  subject  of  graduating  the  price  of  the 
,  public  lands,  Mr.  TazEWaLL  caid,  in  18-28,  in  his 
'  plac!  in  the  Senate: 

"Thai  he  waa  pleased  with  Uie  plan  of  the  gentl^inaii  Am 
Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton,]  but  ha  thought  it  ought  la  exnnd  br- 
iher.  He  would  wish  to  have  ihe  arraogemeiit  someitiiiig  lUn 
this:  while  the  lands  are  at  the  highest  mihiaium,  en*  aoHu, 
allow  the  actual  setileraiohave  the  pre-eroptioc  light  at  sevea- 
ty-five  cents;  when  they  are  at  seventy-five  cents,  aUow  aeiaat 
settlers  to  enter  them  at  filly  cants:  and  so  on  down  to  ihekweal. 
This,  he  ihoughi,  would  be  productive  of  a  good  e11<ci,Bs  it 
would  be  a  continued  encouragement  to  actual  8eltlen,aadgtve 
them  an  advantage  over  other  piMXfaaaere." 

Mr.  Macon  of  ISorth  Carolina  said: 

"That  he  wished  to  make  a  motion  in  laiaiinn  to  ibe  MIL  k 
was  one  of  great  imiionance.  Ha  waa  in  favor  of  liie  tnl  Mc- 
tion,  aa  he  ihoughi  uia  graduation  exparimacii  ouehi  to  te  jtitd 
and  would,  if  it  was  in  order,  move  to  atrike  oat  ait  but  Um  sec- 
tion." 

After  the  reading  of  these  extsacis,  the  vole  wat 
taken  on  Mr.  Calhoun's  prop..'<sition  as  submitted 
by  Mr.  Yodno,  and  resalied  as  folfoirs: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen  and  Tappan  of  Ohio,  An- 
derson aad  Nirhol$o  i  of  Teonefsce,  Benton  and 
Linn  of  Missouri,  Calhoun  of  South  Carolina,  Clajr 
and  King  of  Alabama,  Fallon  and  Sevier  of  Ar- 
kanfas,  Lumpkin  of  Georgia,  Moat<n  aad  Nii:ho- 
la.^  of  Louisiana,  Norvell  of  Michigan,  Pierce  of 
New  Hampshire,  Roane  of  Virginia,  Robinsoaand 
Young  of  Illinois,  an4  Walker  of  Mississippi— 90. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bateo  and  Webser  of  Mvsa- 
cbuset  s,  Bayard  and  Clayton  of  Delaware,  Borlia- 
nan  and  Sturgeon  of  Pennsylvania,  Clay  and  Crit- 
tenden of  Kentucky,  Dixon  and  Knight  of  Rko^ 
Island,  Graham  anil  Mangum  of  North  Carofiia, 
Henderson  of  Miss:s<ippi,  Hubbard  of  New  Hanp- 
shire,  Hunlingt«n  and  Smith  of  ConnecikMi,  Krr 
and  Merrick  of  Maryland,  Pfaelps  and  Preniissof 
Verment,  P.«rler  of  Michigaii,  Proton  of  Sovili 
Carolina,  Rives  of  Virginia,  Rugsles  and  Wil- 
liams of  Maine,  Smih  and  White  of  IndiaM, 
Sooihard  and  Wall  of  New  Jersey,  and  Tallmtdn 
and  Wright  of  New  York— 31. 

Of  tbe  18  Senators  from  the  nine  new  Etatrs, 
14  voted  for  the  amendtseni;  and  4,  Messrs.  Swra 
and  WnrrB  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Henderson  of  Mif- 
sissippi,  and  Mr.  Portbr  of  Michigan,  votrd 
against  it. 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  DNITED  STATES. 
26th  CoHoiipsa  AMD  2i  aasaiOH,  Jaxcakt  30, 1811. 
Submitted  by  Mr  YOUNG,  of  Illinois,  and  oriny^  u  be 
printed. 

.Mr.  Calhovn's  Lyid  Bill, to  dispose  of  tlw  ptiblic  lania 
lo  the  new  Slates  in  which  liiey  are  tituated. 
Proposed  by  Mr.  YOUNG  as  an  amendment  siibmiued  by  Mc, 
CaiTrsNDBN,  to  recommit,  withcenain  histruciiooa,  ibebS 
(8.  28)  "to  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre.empii<)i 
system  in  lavor  of  aeitlers  on  the  public  lands  who  shall  a- 
habil  and  cultivate  the  aaoie,  and  laiae  a  \of  cabin  ihettwi." 
via:  Birika  out  all  after  the  word   "report,"  in  the  feccol 
line,  and  insert  the  following  as  an  amendment  to  lite  otiji- 
nal  bill: 
A  provision  lo  dispose  of  the  public  lands  within  tbe  liniisc 
the  new  State*,  to  the  foUawtng  effect: 
That  all  the  public  lands  within  tlm  Btatea  of  Alaluia,  K> 
alssipni,  LiOuisfana,  Arkansas,  Miaaonri,  Illinois,  lodiana.  Otis. 
and  MichiKax,  wlih  the  exceptions  of  the  tiles  of  fortificaiicaa, 
navy  and  dock  yards,  arsenals,  roagaiines,  and  all  otherpoKfe 
Duildings,>flail,  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  Jane.  ei?hu«n  bvufae) 
ana  forty-two,  be  disporcd  of  to  the  States  within  tbe  liisiia^ 
which  ihcy  are  respectively  situated,  ihcy  liaving  wrevtoasto 
complied  with  the  follnwingronditinns:  ^^ 

First.  That  the  said  Siacea  ahall  aererallr  pas*  ac».  latv 
irrevocable,  that  they  will  miinthly,a5ihcsafe»ofthea»id  las* 
shall  progrrsj,  [lay  into  tl\e  Treasury  of  "hePniied  «tate«,aitlK 
most  convenient  places  of  depoeite,  and  (o  such  otTlrer  as  icay 
be  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  sixty  five  per  cent  oo  i»» 
gross  amount  of  the  m\e»  of  such  Innda,  inclni^in^  under  ttW 
grants,  and  donations  by  the  Slates,  eeiimaiing  ttw  Iamb  al  \bt 
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Oregon  Territory — Mr.  Linn. 


Senate, 


J  price  u  th«  time  of  iho  gram  or  donation,  on  or  before 
uufimdayofPebrtiary  of  each  succeeding  year. 

SMOodlj.Tlut  the  mialmDm  price.  aaiMw  fixed  by  law,  thai  1 
rMiiato  snchangad  onill  the  thirtteih  day  of  June  afore«iid;  but* 
after  th«t  perioOf  (he  price  may  be  roJiiccl  by  ihe  Slates  ro* 
■pvctlrelyiaccoidin^loihe  following  acale-  alllanda  theretofore 
mS/ared  at  public  lale,  ami  then  Temainini;  unsold  ten  ynara  or 
upward,  preceding  the  thirileih  day  of  June  aforesaid,  may  be 
reduced  by  said  scales  to  a  price  nor  less  ihan  one  dollar  per 
acre;  and  all  lands  that  may  have  been  nfTered  at  public  sale, 
-^aod  remaiaing  uoaold  fifteen  yeaia  or  upward,  preceding  the 
aaid  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two,  may 
tbenaftar  be  reduced,  by  aaid  Siatea  to  a  price  not  leaa  than 
aorenty-fiTec^nta  per  acre;  and  all  landathaimay  havebeen  of' 
fared  atpnbUc  aile,  and  remainins  unsold  twenty  years  nr  up- 
war^  preceding ibe  aaid  ihiriieih  day  of  June,  eishietn  hundred 
and  mrty-two,  nay  (hen be  rednced  by  said  S'Jitpfl  to  a  price  noC 
letathaofifiy  cent*  pet  acre;  and  all  lands  that  may  hare  been 
offered  at  public  sale,  and  remaining  unsold  twenty  ufs  years  or 
upward,  preceding  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighieen  hun- 
dred and  ferty*lwo,  may  Uierearier  be  reduced  by  suid  Htatcs  to 
aptice  not  lesethanlwenly-firprentsper  acre;  and  all  Imda  tl»at 
n^y  hare  been  offered  at  public  sale,  and  remaining  uasold 
thirty  yearsor  upward,  preceding  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June, 
eighteen  hundredaadfor'.y -two,  shall  beceded  immediately  to 
the  iStateeJn  iHUcheaid  lands  are  aiiuaie:  Provided,  That  all 
landa  which  shall  remain  anaold  after  having  been  offered  at 
putHiceaJe  for  ten  years,  and  which  do  not  come  under  the 
above  proWmons,  shall  b«  subject  to  the  provMoosof  preemp- 
iKMii  cradllatloc^  and  dlspoetuon  aforesaid,  at  the  respectire 
penowof  ten,  fifteen,  twenty,  twer.iy-five,  and  thirty  years, 
aflar  aaki  aale,  commencing  from  the  expiraiim  of  ten  years - 
after  the  same  had  been  offered  at  public  sale. 

Thirdly.  That  the  la.ids  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  \e^al  sub* 
diviakm^in  the  aalannit  surrey  as  Is  now  provided  by  law^  re* 
■erring  for  each  township  and  fractional  lownifhtp  the  sixteenth 
section,  or  the  substitute,  fortheuseofschools,  as  heretofore  pro- 
Tided  by  )a«;  and  the  land  not  yet  odered  for  sale,  shall  be  first 
offered  by  the  State  at  public  auction,  except  in  canes  of  pre-, 
empcton,  and  be  sold  for  cash  only,  in  the  manner  now  pruTided 
by  law.  And  any  land  now  or  hereafter  remaifiing  unsold  after 
tbaaame  shall  have  been  ofTered  at  sale  at  public  auction,  shall 
ha aabjact  (o  entry  for  cash  only,  according  to  the  graduation 
which  may  be  fixed  by  the  States  respectively,  under  the  piovi* 
stoos  ofthtsact;  and  that  the  acs  of  Congress  which  may  be  in 
force  at  the  lime  of  assenting  to  this  act  stiall  remain  unchanged, 
e<eept  aamoififiedhy  this  act,  unless  with  the  a^tsent  ofCon- 
crasK  Provided^  That  any  of  said  lands  mav,  after  they  ahall 
have  hecome  subject  to  private  entry,  be  sold  at  the  option  of 
iha  porehaser,  in  quarter  quarter  eecUoncs  wUhouc  any  Umita- 
ikm  whatever. 

PoQrth.  Thie  disposition  of  the  public  land^  together  with 
(1m  portion  of  the  saMto  be  retained  by  the  States  respectiTe* 
Yf,  under  the  provinlons  ofibis  act,fihal)hein  full  of  the  five  per 
cent.f^nd,  or  any  pan  thereof,  not  already  accrued  to  any  8t&;e; 
and  the  said  State  ahall  be  exclusively  liable  for  all  charzes 
tluu  may  hereafter  arise  from  the  surveys,  sales,  and  manage* 
oieniorthe  public  lands,  and  extinguiKhment  of  Indian  title 
wilhio the limisof  said  States,  respectively. 

nfth.  That,  on  a  failure  to  comply  with  any  of  the  above 
conditiooa,  or  a  violation  of  the  same,  on  (he  purt  of  any  of  the 
aaid  States,  the  cession  herein  made  to  the  Siate  falling  to  com< 
ply  with  or  violating  said  condiiinns,  shall  bu  thereby  rendere^l 
miU  and  void)  and  all  grants  or  tides  thereafter  made  by  said 
State,  for  any  porUou  of  the  public  lamU  within  the  limlu.'o'' 
the  same,  ceded  hy  this  act,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  declared  to 
be,  null  andvMd,  and  of  no  efTect  whatever. 

8bo.  2.  And  be  itjurthf.r  enachd.  Thai,  upon  every  reduc^ 
ttonhithaprlceaof  aaid  lands,  which  phall  talte  place  by  the 
craduaiing  pror^ns  of  this  bill,  the  I^gislntures  of  the  several 
mtee  in  which  the  lands  are  situated  shall,  nt  their  discretion, 
hare  power  to  grant  to  the  respective  occu|  ants  or  settlers  up- 
on any  of  said  lande,  rights  of  pre-emption  at  such  graduated  or 
reduced  prices;  which  I  ighttf  shall  extend  to  a  peri  id  of  nii-ety 
days  from  and  after  the  oa'es  at  which  tlie  renpeciive  gradua* 
Item  ^all  take  place;  artd  anv  lands  nnt  taken  up  by  the  respe c* 
tiveoacupaiitsor  settlers  within  that  pcnml,  shall  be  liable  to 
be  entered  or  purchased  by  any  other  peraon,  until  the  next 
giadaaUonor  reduction  in  price  shall  take  place,  when  itahall, 
If  not  previously  purchased,  be  Againsubjeriiotheright  of  pre- 
emption for  ninety  days,  as  before;  and  so  on,  from  lime  to 
lime,  as  aaid  reductions  snail  rake  place. 

Bbo.  3.  And  be  U/urther  enacted.  That  whenever  the  Pre* 
■Meot  of  the  United  States  shall  be  officially  notified  that  any 
of  theStates  aforesaid  hu  pawted  an  act  in  compliance  with 
the  above  conditions,  it  shall  be  his  duty,  aftur  the  thirtieth  day 
of  June  aforesaid,  or  forthwith  after  the  passage  nf  said  act,  if 
passed  subsequent  to  that  period,  to  adopt  such  mcaBiires  as  her 
riiall  think  proper  lo  close  the  land  offices,  including  the  survey- 
log  department,  within  the  limits  of  said  Slate;  and  that  the 
COmmleaienB  of^  all  officers  CO,  nected  therowiih  shall  expire  nn 
a  dl^  to  be  flxe^  by  him,  but  which  day  Rhall  not  bo  beyond  nix 
months  afier  the  tninieUi  day  o  June  aforesaid,  or,  if  Rubic- 
qnanC  thereto,  from  the  day  he  received  the  official  noii&cation 
of  tita  |MeM<«  of  said  acu 

Ssc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  on  such  notification 
being  made,  the  said  State  diall  be  relieved  from  all  com* 
pacta,  acta,  or  ordmajices,  tmptwing  restrirtions  on  the  right  of 
saidState  to  tar  any  landsby  het  ambnrity  subfeftuent  lo  ihe 
■ate  thereof^  reded  by  thia  act;  and  all  maps,  titles,  recordj, 
boolcs,  documents,  and  papers,  m  the  Grnernl  T^nd  Office  at 
WMlungtvn,  relative  to  said  lands,  or  duplicates  tliereof,  where 
the  originals  cannot  properly  bo  trsosfencd,  tiliall  beauhject  to 
tike  order  and  disposition  of  the  Executive  of  said  8tate,in 
aoch  maaner  as  the  Legislature  of  said  Statea  may  respectively 
appoint. 

0ia.6.  Andbiil  furthrr  enaeted,T\»tn}\  lands  of  the  United 
StMea  within  the  Units  of  theStaleof  Tenne<q€«,  with  the  ex- 
ceptions enumerated  in  tlie  first  section  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and 
theiame  ars  hereby,  ceded  to  laid  State. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sixty.fiveper 
cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales,  hei  eby  terured  to  be  paid  to 
like  Uait*d  States,  shall  be  set  apart  and  exclusively  applied  to 
the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy,  and  the  erection  of  such  forti- 
flcaUoas  for  the  general  defence  of  the  country^  s«  Congress 
may  by  law  hereafter  order  and  direct. 


REMARKS  OF  MR,  LINN, 

OP  MISSOURI. 

In  Senal*,  Jtnuary  8,  1841 — On  askiog  leave,  in 
pursuance  lo  pievions  notice,  to  inlrodaee  a  bill 
to  antboriz*  the  adoption  of  me>»nreii  for  the 
cecupalion  and  settlement  of  the  Territory  of 
Oregon,  «nd  for  extending  ceitain  portions  of  the 
laws  oi  the  United  Stales  over  the  same. 
Mr.  LINN  said,  that  when  tbis  bill  was  before 
ibe  Seoa'e  for  rti-cussion  dorln;;  the  last  and  pre- 
ceding session  of  Coni;ress,  bis  political  friends,  as 
well  as  opponents,  earnestly  pressed  him  to  forbear 
urging  the  subject  to  a  final  vote,  at  i'.  might  prove 
rmbarrassing  at  ihat  time  in  the  settlement  of  the 
long  pending  and  important  qaestion  of  the  North- 
east boundary.  Ibis  was  not  ai  tue  time  saliffae- 
tory,  nor  was  be  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  de- 
lay, but  be  had  relactamlv  yielded  to  ihe  advice 
and  opinions  of  gentlemen  if  undoubted  patriot- 
ism, and  of  great  experience  in  public  affairs.  His 
own  opinion  then  «as,  and  is  now,  that  it  U  better 
for  the  people  of  tbis  country  to  have  all  the  cames 
of  di-ipule  between  us  and  Great  Britain  brought 
into  a  small  compass,  pre-tent  them  for  seiilenient 
at  cue  and  the  same  time,  and  have  Ihem  promplly 
decided,  one  way  or  the  other.  Past  experience,  he 
thoushi,  had  most  conclusively  proved  ibat  the 
United  Slates  could  gain  noihing  by  delay.  Our 
opponen's  will  strengthen  their  claims  by  indecision 
and  apathy  on  oar  part.  But  he  never  expected  to 
see  ibe^  boundary  .questions  amicably  arranged. 
The  past  hisiory  nf  the  EaglishQovernment  afford- 
ed to  him  conclusive  evidence  on  this  subject.  He 
believed  sincerely  that  ev-ry  membfrof  the  Senate 
I'len  present  would  be  numbered  with  the  dead  bo- 
fore  Qreat  Britain  would  consent  to  let  go  her  hold 
upon  a  portion  if  the  S  ate  of  Maine  by  an  amica- 
ble arrangement,  onles«  she  finally  deci.led  upon 
surrendering  ber  Canadian  rossessirns.  If  bis 
nemory  served  him  correctly,  Bogland,pend.Rg  ibe 
negotiations  at  Ghent,  was  willine;  and  ataxims  to 
panha^'T  the  country  novv  in  dispute.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  ttierehid  been  a  formal  offer  made, 
but  finding  lhat  such  an  offer  would  have  been  in- 
dignantly rep  lied,  they  had,  step^by  step,  made  ter- 
ritorial encroachments  until  she  now  presented  to 
Ihe  world  a  claim  of  great  importancf,  much 
strengthened  by  time,  where  at  first  she  hid 
nothing  more  Ihan  the  mere  shadow  cf  a 
claim  Yes,  sir,  le^s  than  a  shadow.  The 
his:ory  ol  the  past  in  this  mailer  nil  be  the 
bis  ory  of  the  future.  Under  cower  of  the  incor- 
pora'ed  Hudson  Bay  Company,  the  English  had  ex- 
tended their  po-viesslons,  step  by  step,  from 
Ihe  confines  of  their  Cana.ian  provincss,  to 
the  bitders  of  Upper  California.  Under  pre- 
text of  any  early  disc  ivery  of  the  Northwe.tt  coaM 
by  Sir  Francis  Drake  in  the  years  1578  and  '80, 
and  of  the  discovery  of  the  extreme  northern  branch 
of  the  Colombia  rivr  in  1806,  and  maity  other 
preteiided  discoveries,  noi  neces>ary  now  to  men- 
tion, they  laid  claim  to  the  Territory  of  Origon. 

He  said  he  recently  received  a  letter  from  ihat 
quarierr,  in  which  it  was  s'a  cd  that  the  Hudson 
Biy  Company  was  intioducing  emigrants  from 
England,  by  the  way  of  Cape  Horn,  ani  esta- 
blishing ihcm  on  farms;  that  ihcy  had  ericted  saw 
mills, and  carried  on  a  brisk  trade  in  lumber  with 
Ihe  Sandwich  and  other  islands;  ihat  they  had 
creced seven  forts  under  the  iiamc  of  "tradini 
posts,"  and  were  rapidly  ex'ending  th'-ir  trade 
and  inCuince  over  Ih:  Indians,  almo!'  to  ihe  exdu- 
I  ion  of  the  American  citizens  artd  tracers  on  both 
sides  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

By  the  treaties  of  1818  and  1837,  ihe  title  to 
Ihr  Territory  of  Oregon  was  to  be  considered  in 
abeyance,  and  joint  occupations  agreed  upon. 
Thi<  delay  has  been  like  the  Maine  boundaiy. 
They  have  profiled  by  our  snpinenes'?,  and  they 
wll  continue  to  do  so  unless  -we  arouse  from  the  le- 
thargy into  which  we  have  sunk.  By  an  act  of 
Parliament,  pas  edin  the  year  1830  or  '21,  a  por- 
tion of  the  criminal  law  of  England  bad  been  ei- 
teniled  over  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  and  over  the 
vast  reitions  •ast  o(  the  Rocky  Mountains,  up  to 
the  very  confines  nf  Ibe  States  of  Mi>^ouri  and  Ar- 
kansas. Now,  Mr.  President,  if  we  have  a  just 
title  lo  the  coaniry  in  dispnie,  it  should  not  be 


abandoned  to  any  power  upon  earth,  nor  ought  w' 
to  (le<  p  atiy  longer  upon  our  claims.  He  though* 
we  should  at  Itat  move  pari  pastu  with  our  adver- 
saries. He  said  he  was  prepared  to  go  into  the  dis- 
CQSsioB  of  the  whole  question  involved,  at  the  pro- 
per time.  He  had  been  censured  in  letters  received 
from  gentlemen  residing  in  all  part  of  the  Union, 
for  not  having  pressed  his  bill  to  a  final  decision, 
which  delay  was  caosad  by  the  opinion  of  others 
that  it  might  be  considered  as  a  new  element  of 
di-cord  pending  the  settlement  of  the  Noriheasiem 
boundary.  He  said  that  justice  to  the  country  at 
large,  and  to  his  own  consiituents,  would  not  per- 
mit him{any  longer  to  postpone  some  definitive 
ac'ion  in  regard  to  this  subject.  He  would  not  oc- 
cupy the  time  further  of  the  Senate  at  present,  bat 
.should  the  Senategrani  leave  for  the  introdoction 
of  the  bUI,  he  would  embrace  the  opportunity  when 
it  came  np  for  consideraiien  to  submit  bis  view* 
at  large. 

L-ave  being  granted,  the  bill  wai  introduced, 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee  of  Messrs.  Linm,  Waucca,  Piercb, 
Pbxitun,  and  Sktier. 

The  following  is  the  bill  reported  by  them: 
A  BILL  to  authorize  the  adoption  of  measures  for 

the  occapaiii>n  and  tettlenMUi  of  the  Territory  of 

Oregon,  find  fur  extending  certain  portions  of 

the  laws  of  the  United  Slates  over  the  isame. 

Bt  il  viacttd  by  Ihe  Sentte  and  Houte  of  Repr*' 
tentntives  of  the  United  Stales  of  America  i»  Congrut 
mtee.uMed,  Tbat  the  title  of  the  United  Siatts  to  the 
Territury  of  Oregon  is  ceitaio,  am)  will,  not  be 
abandoned.  .    - 

Tbat  the  President  of  ths  United  States  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  take  immediate  mea- 
sures to  have  the  boundaiies  ot'  the  United  States 
on  the  Pacific  frontier  ascertained  and  fixed,  and 
in  the  meantime  he  take  such  measures  as  may  be 
necessary  lo  protect  the  persons  and  property  of 
our  citizens  lesiding  or  trading  in  the  Territory  of 
Oregon. 

That  the  President  ef  the  United  Stales  is  here- 
by authorized  and  lequired  to  cause  to  te  erected 
at  suitable  places  and  distances,  a  line  of  military 
pesis  from  Foit  Leavenworth  to  the  Rocky  Moan- 
tains,  for  the  better  protection  and  encoaragement 
of  Ihe  Indian  trade,  and  for  the  preservation  of 
peac:  between  the  whites  and  Indians. 

That  ai  soon  as  the  boundaries  of  the  Oregon 
Territory  are  indisputably  determined,  one  thoa- 
sand  acres  of  land  (ball  be  granted  to  every  while 
male  iababiian'.  of  said  Territory,  of  the  age  of 
eigh  een  years  and  upwards,  who  shall  cultivate 
and  use  the  same  for  five  consecn  ive  years,  or  !• 
his  heirs  or  beii*  at  law,  if  such  there  be. 

That  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired lo  appoint  an  additional  Indian  ngent,  with 
a  siilary  ol  fifi«en  hundred  dollart,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  (under  his  direction  and  control)  to  snper- 
iitend  the  interests  of  the  United  States  with  any 
or  every  Indian  tribe  west  of  any  agency  now  es- 
tiblished  by  law. 

That  the  sum  of  dollars  beappropiiited 

out  of  any  money  in  the  Treaury  not  ol!icrwi«e 
appropriated,  to  carry  into  effect  th:  provisions  of 
this  act. 

Sec.  3.  Jlnd  bt  U  furthtr  enacted.  That  if  any 
citizen  of  the  United  States  shall,  wiihin  the  terri- 
tory or  d'strict  of  countrj  lying  west  of  the  Rocky 
mountains  south  of  fifiy-four  degrees  and  forty 
minutes  of  north  latitude,  and  north  of  the  forty- 
.^econd  degree  of  north  latitnde,  commit  any  criaae, 
offence  or  rai.^demeanor,  which,  if  commi'ted  else- 
where, would  be  pun  shed  by  ihe  laws  of  the  United 
Spates,  or  if  any  po-rson  shall,  n/ithin  such  part  of 
the  territory  or  district  of  country  an  belongs  to  the 
United  States,  west  of  the  Reeky  Mountains,  com- 
mit any  such  crime,  offence  cr  misdemeanor,  upon 
ihe  properly  or  person  of  any  ci:iz^-n  of  the  United 
Slates,  every  offender,  on  being  thereof  convicted, 
shall  suffar  ifae  like  punishment  as  is  provided  by 
the  laws  of  Ihe  United  Siates  for  the  like  offences, 
if  committed  within  any  place  or  district  of  coun- 
try under  the  sole  and  exclusive  jarisdictioa  of  the 
Unitad  State.^.  Tbe  trial  of  all  offences  against 
this  act  shall  be  in  ibe  district  where  The  offender  is 
apprehended,  or  into  which  he  may  first  b«  brought; 
and  lh«  sapreme  coaiis  in  each  of  the  Territonal 
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distrieu,  and  the  circait  conrts,  and  other  coorts  bf 
the  United  States,  of  similar  JDrisdiciion  in  criini- 
nal  caases,  in  each  district  of  the  United  Staies,  in 
which  an;  pfendcr  against  this  act  shall  hi  first  ap- 
pieheuiied,  or  brought  for  trial,  shall  have,  and 
hereby  are  invested  with,  fall  power  and  autho- 
rity to  hear,  try,  and  punish^  all  eiimes,  offences, 
and  misdemeanors,  against  tkis  act;  such  courts 
proceeding  in  the  tame  manner  as  if  soch  crimen, 
oflencts^  and  misdemeanors  had  been  committed 
within  the  bounds  of  their  respective  districts. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  BUCHANAN, 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 
/«  Senat*,  Fridty,  January  33, 1841— In  defence  of 

the  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  against  the 

charge  of  extravagance  in  expending  the  public 

money. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose  to  answer  each  of  the 
foor  speci  6c  charges  of  extravagance  which  bad 
been  made  by  the  Senator  from  Keniaeky  [Mr. 
Crittendbn]  against  the  present  Administration. 
That  Senator  had  called  npon  him  personally  to 
make  this  answer;  and  he  undertook  the  laik  with 
pleasare,  not  believing  it  to  be  one  of  much  diffi- 
calty.  Before,  however,  he  ^onld  apply  himself 
dirA!tIy  to  this  work,  be  would  take  the  liberty  of 
making  some  preliminary  observations. 

And  in  the  first  place,  said  Mr.  B.  permit  me  to 
observe,  that  I,  at  least,  have  never  introdaced  in- 
to this  Senate,  as  topic*  of  debate,  "log  cabins, 
hard  cider,  and  coon  skins;"  itor  have  I  ever  made 
an  observation  here  which  could  be  tortured  into  a 
refieetiott  npon  eiihei'  the  integrity  or  intelligence  of 
the  people  of  thi  United  States  for  having  elected 
General  Harrison  their  President.  The  Senator 
from  Kentucky  has  promptly  and  frankly  dis- 
claimed any  intention  of  imputing  to  me  such  a 
charge;  and  with  this  I  am  entirely  satisfied.  The 
people  are  the  only  legitimate  sovereigns  of  this 
eoaniry,'and  however  much  I  may  regret  their  re- 
cent decision  of  the  Presidential  question,  I  shall 
never,  eiih»r  here  or  elsewhere,  indulge  myself  in 
the  o^e  of  reproachful  language  against  them  for 
this  or  aiy  oihcr  cause. 

If  I  knuw  myself,  said  Mr.  B.  I  camo  to  Con- 
greis  in  December  last  with  the  desire  and  with  the 
expeeiation  that  this  would  prove  to  be  a  business 
session.  It  was  my  sincere  wi6h  that  the  political 
excitement  which  has  recently  agiia'ed  the  people 
and  ha«  extended  to  every  portion  of  the  land, 
might,  for  (he  present,  be  suffered  to  subside,  and 
that  we  might  bring  op  the  arrears  of  business 
with  which  we  are  now  encumbered.  1  had  not 
the  most  distant  idea  that  ibis  chamber  would  again 
so  soon  be  converted  into  a  mere  political  arena. 
Acting  nnder  a  sease  of  duty,  I  have  abstained 
from  political  eotiflicts  since  the  commencement  of 
the  preseot  session,  exc«pt  when  compelled  to  enter 
the  lists  in  the  necessary  defence  of  myself  or  of 
my  party.  I  have  made  no  assaults,  and  have 
generally  been  a  mere  listener. 

I  bad  another  reason  fur  refraining  from  any  par- 
ticipation in  the  debate  now  before  the  Senate.  I 
knew  that  the  question  of  the  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lauds  was  before  the  Legis- 
lature of  my  own  State,  an^l  that  I  might  be  in- 
atntoted  on  the  subject;  and,  as  I  shall  ever  en- 
tertain and  express  the  utmost  deference  and  re- 
spect for  that  Legislature,  whatever  political  party 
may  be  in  the  majority,  I  ibooght  that  a  proper 
•enteof  delicacy  required  me  to  abstain  from  dis- 
UMiBg  this  qoesUon.    I  have  not,  therefore,  said, 


nor  do  I  now  intend  to  ^av,  a  single  word  npon  that 
subject:  and  I  shall  either  give  my  vote  according 
10  these  instructions,  should  they  pas-o,  or  resign  my 
seat.  I  am  not  the  man  who,  after  having  enjoyed 
the  sunshine  of  political  favor,  will  shrink  from 
the  storm.  I  long  since,  from  the  deepest  convic- 
tion, adopted  the  principle  that  the  representative 
was  bound  by  the  instructions  of  his  constituents. 
I  consider  it  essential  to  the  wholesome  action  of  a 
free.  Democratic  Republican  form  of  Oovtmment; 
and  having  publicly  avowed  this  doctrine  at  a  pe- 
riod when  there  appeared  to  be  but  little  probabili- 
ty that  it  could  ever  reach  myself,  I  shall  not  dis- 
avow it  in  the  day  of  apparent  gloom  and  adversi- 
ty.   I  am  willing  to  abide  the  fate  of  war. 

For  a  similar  reason,  I  might  even  have  refrained 
from  advocating  the  passage  ef  (he  pre-emption 
bill,  dear  as  it  now  is,  and  ev«r  has  been  to  me, 
had  I  then  known  that  the  instruction!!  before  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  embsaced  this  subject, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands.  I  am  glad,  however,  now  to 
find,  that  even  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  himself 
[Mr.  CaiTTENDEN]  is  in  favor  of  the  principle  of 
pre-emption,  and  has  actually  incorporated  ii  with 
that  of  distribution  in  his  motion  now  before  the 
Senate.  This  renders  it  certain,  that  jf  ever  a.  dis- 
tribution bill  should  pass — and  fmm  the  signs  of  the 
times  I  consider  such  n  result  probable — the  poor 
man,  who  has  expended  bis  toil  in  erecting  an 
bumble  dwelling,  and  caliivating  the  soil  shall  not 
be  driven  from  his  home  on  the  public  lands  of  the 
far  West,  provided  hs  is  willing  to  pay  the  Govern- 
ment price  for  the  quarter  section  which  he  has 
selected  and  improved^  . 

For  one,  it  was  both  my  design  and  my  desire, 
so  far  as  I  was  concerned,  to  devote  this  session  to 
the  necessary  business  of  the  country,  and  to  wait 
patiently  until  General  Harrison  should  get  into 
power.  I  shall  then  judge  the  tree  by  its  fruits, 
withaut  any  predetermination  to  oppose  bis  mea- 
sures. I  am  bound,  nMwith^tanding,  in  candor,  to 
declare,  t'lat  if  he  en  rr'ains  the  opinion  of  his 
friend  from  Kentilcky,  [  VIr.  CaiTTB!»DE«i,]  in  re- 
gard to  a  National  Bjnk,  he  [Qeneral  Harrison] 
believes  that  to  be  a  great  good,  which  I  consider 
one  of  the  greatest  evils  which  can  befall  the  coun- 
try. Without,  at  prefen',  alluding  to  its  fatal  poli- 
tical consequences,  I  believe  that  in  a  mere  finan- 
cial point  of  vie«r,  it  would  prove  destructive  to 
our  protiperity.  In  order  to  obtain  a  specie  capital 
for  such  an  institu:ioa,  you  must  either  ruin  or 
essentially  cripple  our  State  banks;  or  yon  must 
adopt  the  alternative  of  bprrowing  specie  'abroad, 
and  creating  a  national  debt  for  this  purpose.  One 
or  other  of  these  alternatives  is  inevitable;  and  the 
country  is  not  in  a  condition  to  resort  to  either, 
without  great  injury  to  the  people.  But  enough  of 
this  for  the  present.  I  return  to  the  subject  with 
which  I  comaienced. 

I  thall  now  proceed  to  show  that  the  charge  of 
extravagance  which  has  been  so  often  made  and  re- 
iterated against  the  present  Administration  by  both 
the  Senators  from  Kentucky,  [Messrs.  Cbittenden 
and  Clat,]  is  without  foundation.  It  will  be  for 
the  Senate  and  the  country  to  decide  whether  I  shall 
have  succeeded. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  in  the  month  of  May 
last,  a  report  was  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
•n  Uw  subject  of  the  annual  ezpenditare*  of  the 


Federal  Government  during  the  fifleen  preceding 
years.  From  that  report  it  appears,  that  the  ordi- 
nary expenses  of  this  GovemiAent,  which  in  1834 
amounted  to  a  little  mere  than  seven  millions  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  had  been  gradually  in*  ' 
creasing  until  the  year  1839,  When  they  a  little  ex- 
ceeded thirteen  millions  and  a  qnarter.  I  mean  by 
"trUutrti  txpenus,'"  the  money  aantully  disbursed 
in'  miiintaining  the  permanent  civil,  military,  and 
naval  establishments  of  the  country,  and  embracing 
every  expenditure  necessary  to  eendnct  the  Govern- 
ment prosperously  in  time  ot  peace.  Now,  in  re- 
gard to  this  class  of  expenditures,  I  have  newr 
heard  any  Senator  on  either  side  of  the  House  com- 
plain of  their  amount,  or  that  they  had  risen  from 
seven  to  thirteen  millions  of  dollars  between  1834 
and  1839.  Daring  this  period,  a  number  of  new 
Siatei  have  been  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  seve- 
ral new  Territoiies  created — the  army  and  navy 
have' both  been  considerably  increased,  and  the  ex- 
penses of  Congress  have  of  late  years  become  enor- 
mous, requiring  reform  more  than  any  ether  brandk 
of  the  Government.  Our  expenditures  must  necea- 
sarily  increase  with  the  growth  of  the  country;  btit 
it  ought  to  be  our  care  that  this  increase  shall  be  as 
slow  as  possible,  and  never  proceed  beyond  what  is 
absolutely  necessaiy  for  the  public  service. 
We  might  with  as  much  reason  expect  that  the  hi* 
tie  garment  which  was  sofficient  to  cover  the  child 
of  tight  or  ten  years  of  age,  would  prove  sufficient 
10.  protect  him  from  Ibe  wind  and  the  stoim  after 
he  had  grown  to  be  a  giant,  as  argue  that  the  "oir- 
dinary  expends"  of  the  Government  should  not 
have  increased  with  the  rapid,  nay  the  unex- 
ampled growth  of  the  nation  during  the  last  fif- 
teen years.  Nothing  has  been  said  against  these 
expenses,  either  in  the  aggregate  or  in  detail,  smee 
they  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  gentlemen 
by  the  Secretary's  report.  It  is,  then,  fair  to  pre- 
sume that  nothing  can  be  urged  against  a  single 
item  of  them.  On  this  triumphant  result,  I  am 
most  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to'  congratu- 
late the  friends  of  the  present  Administration. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Tr.-asnry  in  the  same  re- 
port tonbicb  I  have  referred,  also,  presented  an 
annual  statement  o(  the  expenses  "of  an  extraoidi- 
oary  or  temporary  character,"  from  1834  to  1839, 
both  years  incla?ive,  arranged  nnder  different  heads 
When  this  report  came  into  th:  Senate  in  the 
month  of  May  last,  both  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri [Mr.  Bent3n]  and  myself  called  npon  the 
gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  to  point  out  a  single 
item  of  extravagance  amoajst  all  these  expeitdi- 
tnres  of  the  Government,  whether  ordioary  or  ex- 
traordinary. Not  one  of  them  jvas  then  bold  enough 
even  to  make  the  attempt.  Onrchallenge  was  not 
met.  And  now  I  would  ask  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.CniTTEKDCMJon  whom  ought  the  bur- 
den of  the  proof  of  extravagance  to  rest?  Would  he- 
require  the  friends  of  the  Administration  togo  oveVr 
item  by  item,  all  the  ten  ihonsasd  items  of  eipendt- 
inre  which  have  been  submitted  in  a  distinct  form 
to  Congre<s,  and  show  that  in  each  particalar  in- 
stance there  wat  no  extravagaiceT  Tbk  would, 
as  that  honorable  Senator  well  knows,  be  reversing 
all  the  rules  Qf  common  law,  as  well  as  ef  common 
sense.  We  present  to  the  Senators  in  opposition  a 
dear  and  distinct  amount  in  detail  ef  the  expenses 
of  the  Government;  and  it  is  manifestly  their  ilary, 
if  they  believe  there  has  been  extravagaaee 
in  any  item,  to  lay  tbetr  band  npon  it  wd  riwir 
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wheiMB  the  extnT«caoee  emaata.  This  \hey 
eaanot  do,  or  ttwjr  would  loag  since  have 
aee«pted  oar  duUenge.  They  are,  therefore, 
4zivea  to  ooAdemit  ia  the  aggregate,  althongfa  they 
can  find  no.  f  auk  with  any  of  the  details  of  wliicb 
thie  agtngate  i«  cQit|Msed.  They  acclaim  that  the 
AdintBistral'on  has  been  extravagant,  beeanse  it 
has  ejgpeaded  one  hundred  aid  thirty  milliont  of 
dollars  in  fonr  years,  whilst  they  do  not  point  out- 
ia  what  maimer  it  wonid  hare  been  possible  to  hare 
ndaeed  this  expenditure.  It  is  true  that  at  Uiis 
tale  dagr  the  Cantor  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cuttoi- 
^D»}  has  deaoanced  fonr  partiealar  items  of  the  ac- 
eeoat  as  ezcranigut;  but  I  think  I  diall  pron,  be- 
fon  li'U  down,  that  he  has  been  less  wise  and  wary 
dian  his  eoUeagae,  [Mt  Clat,]  in  descending  from 
gMierals  to  partienlars. 

I  d»  not  deay  bnt  thai  the  "extraordinary  ez- 
pensaa^oLtheOovemment  have  been  very  large 
daiing  the  last  foar  years.  Bat  whether  these  ez- 
peadiiares  were  great  or  smaH,  is  not  the  question. 
Were  ihty  ioeritablet  Could  they  hare  been 
wmided  by  any  hnmwt  prndenoc  or  foresight  on  the 
part  of  the  Kxeentire  or  his  friends  in  Congress? 
^Was  not  each  of  the  treaties  and  acts  of  Congress 
under  whieh  these  ezpenditnres  were  necessarily  in- 
eomd,  sanctioned  and  sastaiaed  by  the  very  Seaa- 
ton  who  new  condemn  them  in  the  aggregate? 
I^eaa  are  die  troe  questions. 

These  "eztraprdiaary  expenses"  mast,  from  the 
nature  of  thing*,  vary  with  ihe  ever  varying  condi- 
tion oi  die  eonntry.  Our  circumstances  are  cbang- 
iog  with  every  changin;  year..  Some  jeirs  ago, 
Ihe  nation  was  gliding  along  on  ihe  smooth  current 
of  proqiedty,  and  requiring  but  little  above  the  or 
dinary  expenditure  necessary  to  keep  the  GoTem- 
meat  m  regular  motion.  Not  so,  since  the  present 
Preaidsataaaas  into  power.  It  has  been  his  mis- 
foftaae,  (hat,  daring  the  period  of  his  administra- 
tion, heavy  expenses,  of  an  extraordinary  charac- 
ter, which  he  could  not  have  avoided,  were  ren- 
dered ataaoluiely  necessary,  whilst  the  revenue  of 
the  Gaverameni  hat  been  greatly  reduced,  by  eause$ 
equally  beyond  h's  control.  Is  it  not,  then,  the 
aaoM  crying  ioluitice— is  it  not  the  strangest  accnsa- 
tioa  in  the  world,  to  charge  the  man  who  happened 
10  take  the  helm  of  State  'aiien  the  country  was  in- 
Ttitfti  in  such  difficulties,  with  eziravagaaee, 
aaerely  because  he  wa«  compelled  to  execute  trea- 
ties and  laws  which  had  received  the  sanction  of 
all  poUiieal  parties  in  Congressi 

Under  such  circumstances,  onght  he  to  be  de- 
nounced because  the  necessary  expenses  of  Qo- 
vemment  happened  to  exceed,  ander  his  Admi- 
nistration, those  which  were  incurred  nnder  his 
predeceasorbl  True  economy  in  a  Government 
does  not  consist  in  hoarding  money  like  the  miser, 
and  doing  bo  good  with  i*;  but  in  applying  it, 
with  a  provident  band,  to  the  accomplishment  of 
soeb  olqeeis  as  are  necessary  to  the  defence  and  prca- 
parity  of  the  eonntry.  After  ihesiB  objects  of  ex- 
penditure have  been  designated  by  Congress,  Ez- 
eeative  economy  consists  in  accomplishing  them  at 
tfaechoqpest  rale  possible.  This  is  the  only  economy 
which  can  be  practised  by  the  President;  and  if 
he  has  neglecied  this  duty  in  any  particular  in- 
stance ha  woald  be  liable  to  ceasorei  bat  not 
otherwiae. 

Jiaoidarto  awell  Ihe  ezpanditans  of  Ihe  last 
four  years  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions, 
jSaoatoia  hare  ineladed  items  not  only  of  the 


most  unjust,  but  of  the  most  ridiculous  diaracter. 
I  shall  enumerate  a  few  of  them. 

One  large  item  in  this  amonnt  wa^  for  money 
ex(«nded  upon  the  pnblie  buildings.  Is  there  a 
single  member  of  the  Senate  who  either  raised  his 
voioe,  or  gave  his  vote  against  the  appropriations 
for  this  purpose?  The  money  expended  on  these 
baildings  alone  during  the  period  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, amonais  to  between  fonr  and  five  mil- 
lions. I  have  not  added  np  the  sum;  but  it  it 
certainly  not  less  than  fonr  millions.  And  yet 
these  appropriations  made  by  Congress,  without 
distinction  of  party,  are  converted  into  an  item  of 
extravagance  against  Mr.  Van  Boren ! 

Then  there  was  the  money  expended  in  the  pay- 
ment of  pensions,  amounting  to  upwards  of>  ten 
millions  of  dollars.  Had  the  Administration  any 
control  over  this  expenditure?  These  pensions  were 
granted  by  a  grateful  country  to  those  who  had 
defended  it  in  the  perilous  times  which  tried  men's 
soils,  and  who  are  now  the  feeble  and  broken  re- 
lics of  a  past  age,  dependent  on  the  public  bounty 
for  their  support.  Congress  has  also  granted  pen- 
sions to  such  widows  of  old  soldiers,  as  in  the  days 
of  the  Revolution  remained  at  home,  and  attended 
to  their  families  whilst  their  husbands  went  forth 
to  the  battle  field.  Be  this  right,  or  be  it  wrong, 
had  the  present  Administration  itny  agency  in 
granting  these' pensions?  Did  not  Congress  pass 
these  laws;  and  did  not  the  Senator  from  Kentudry 
vote  for  them?  I  do  not  know  the  fact,  because  it 
is  not  my  practice  to  examine  the  journals  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  how  individokl  members 
may  have  voted;  but  I  do  know,  from  the  nature 
of  the  man,  that  he  [Mr.  CarrrairDBM]  is  one  of 
the  last  members  of  the  Senate  who  weiHd  vole 
against  such  pensions.  And  yet,  strapge  to  say, 
the  payment  of  these  very  pensions  to  old  ao'diers 
and  their  widows,  by  the  Treasury,  is  one  of  the 
items  of  extravagant  expenditue  charged  against 
Mr.  Van  Baren's  administration;  and  the  aggre- 
gate of  1130,000,000  composed  of  such  items  as 
.these has  been.spmad  over  the  who]; country, in 
order  to  alarm  tbe  fears  o(  the  people. 

Again.  There  was  the  expanse  of  extingnish- 
vng  <he  Indian  title  within  the  States  and  Territo- 
ries of  the  Union,  and  of  removing  the  Indians 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  which  amounted  to  more 
than  ten  millions  of  dollars.  Arc  the  present  Ad- 
ministration to  blame  for  this  expenditure?  •  Could 
the  President  have  avoided  it,  after  the  Senate  had 
ratified  the  treaties  tmder  which  it  was  incunvdl 
No  Senator  on  this  floor  will  say  that  he  cpnld.  He 
had  no  discretion  whatever  on  the  subject;  bnt  was 
obliged  to  execute  these  treaties  and  the  laws  made 
in  parsuance  of  them.  How  unjust  is  it,  then,  to 
put  down  this  item  in  the  aggregate  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  mUlioiis  of  dollars  expended  by 
the  present  Administration! 

I  might,  if  I  pleased,  pass  in  review  all  the  other 
heads  of  extraordinary  expenditure  detailed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  report,  and  show 
that  it  was  impocsiblefor  the  President  to  avoid 
any  one  of  them.  He  can  exercise  no  dispensing 
power.  He  mast  obey  Ihe  acts  of  Congms  and 
treaties;  and  these  laws  and  treaties  were  of  such 
pressing  necessity  as  even  to  have  disarmed  opposi- 
tion, and  to  have  received  the  vote^of  the  political 
enemies,  as  well  as  of  Ihe  friends  of  the  Adininis- 
(ration.  I  may  well 'spare  myself  this  trouble,  as 
not  oae  of  ib«N  ilema  of  czpenditora  baa  ever 


been  questioned  by  any  Senator  npon  this  floor.  It 
is  troe,  they  exclaim,  you  have  spent  one  hundred 
and  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  and  this  is  eaMmous; 
bat  they  make  no  attempt  to  show  how  it  was  pos- 
sible for  the  President  to  have  reduced  this  amonnt. 
There  are  two  or  three  items  embraced  within 
this  aggregate,  of  a  character  so  extraordinary  as  to 
deserve  more  than  a  mere  passing  notice.  In  the 
Secretary's  report,  the  indemnities  amount  to  be* 
tween  six  and  seven  millions  of  dollars.  What 
are  these  indemnities?  General  Jackson,  during 
his  prosperous  Administration,  succeeded  in  obtain* 
ing  satisfaction  for  all  the  old  claims  which  ourciti-' 
zens  had  against  foreign  Governments.  He  got 
nearly  five  millions  from  Prance;  and  I  do  not 
reoolleet  precisely  how  mulsh  from  Denmark, 
and  other  nations.  At  all  events,  he  left  us 
a  clear  score,  and  the  enjoyment  of  peace  with 
all  foreign  nations.  Now,  aecordiog  to  Ihe  terms 
of  the  treaties,  these,  indemnities,  obtained  from 
foreign  Gavernmeats  for  onr  own  citizens, 
were  paid  into  the  Treasury  for  their  use,  and 
were  of  course  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  to  them> 
as  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  how  much  each  one 
was  entitled  to  reeeive;  and  yet,  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  these  very  payments  from  the  Treasury  con- 
stitute a  large  item  of  the  aggregate  of  one  hun- 
dred and  -thirty  millions,  about  which  we  hare 
heard  so  ranch.  This  saeied  trust  fund,  which 
was  acquired  for  our  citizens  by  the  most  efficient 
and  persevering  exertions — ibis  very  fund,  which 
was  fairly  distributed  amontrst  those  entitled  to  re- 
ceive it,  has  thus  been  converted  into  a  charge  of 
extravagance  to  it^  full  amount  against  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  simply  because  it  was  paid  out  of  the  Trea- 
sury during  hi«  administration.  This  item  shows 
conchisirely  why  the  Senator  from  Kentncky  [Mr. 
Clat]  goes  for  footing;,  and  not  for  partienlars. 
Is  this  fair  towards  the  present  Administration?  If 
it  were,  then  bad  General  Jackson  succeeded  in 
obtaining  twenty  millions  more  from  foreign  na- 
tions, Mr.  Van  Bnren,  who  dl-iborsed  the  money, 
would  hare  been  twenty  millions  more  extrava- 
gant; and  the  gentleman  might  have  exclaimed, 
"yon  have  expended  one  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  instead  of  one  hundred  and  thirty." 
In  making  out  these  debtor  and  creditor  accounts 
of  extravagance,  will  any  man  say  that  it  was 
cidier  jail  or  proper  to  charge  such  an  item  as  this 
against  the  reiiiing  Administration? 

I  should  have  been  rrjoiced  if  the  subject  of  Ihe 
expenditures  of  the  present  Administration  had  not 
again  been  introduced  until  after  the  accession  of 
General  Harrison,  because  then,  as  the  Senator 
[Mr.  Clay]  say.«,  the  books  and  papers  will  be  in 
the  possession  of  his  friends.  Th<y  will  then  be 
enabled  to  search  th»se  books  and  papers  to  their 
hearts'  content;  and,  for  one,  I  now  give  them  fair 
notice,  that  should  I  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the 
Senate,!  shall  call  npon  them,  when  they  have  all 
the  official  documents  in  their  power,  to  make  good 
the  charge  of  wasteful  extravagance  against  Mr. 
Van  Buren's  adminittration.  This  is  due  to  them- 
selves, as  well  as  to  that  portion  of  the  American 
people  who  have  been  deluded  into  the  belief  that 
the  present  Administration  has  been  guilty  of  a 
prodigal  and  wasteful  expenditure  of  the  pnblie 
money. 

Another  most  extraordinary  charge  against  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  embraced  within  the  aggregate  of  on« 
hudrad  and  thirty  millions,  is  that  of  more  than 
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tweot;  millions  p«id  oat  of  the  Treasary  in  dis- 
charge or  the  national  debt.  Nuw,  air,  obserre 
tke  gross  injastice  of  ibis  charge.  The  Adminii- 
tration  a^  first  charged  with  all  the  expeaditnres 
whieb  rendered  it  necessary  to  create  a  debt  by  ibe 
isne  of  Treasory  note.*)  and  aftenrards,  as  this 
debt  was  discharged,  they  are  again  charged  the 
SMond  time  with  the  amannt  pail  (q  the  public 
eieditors.  According  to  this  mode  of  staling  the 
aceoont,  an  Administration  is  first  charged  with,  I 
shall  say,  twenty  millions  of  dollars  for  public  ex- 
penditares.  Their  necessities  reqaire  them  to  \>at- 
row  these  twenty  millions.  They  then  pay  the  bor^ 
rowed'  money,  and  this  discharge  of  the  debt  is 
twenty  millions  more  expended,  and  swells  the 
total  to  forty  millions  instead  of  twenty,  alitarngh 
this  last  snm  Is  palpably  the  whole  amonnt  ex- 
pended. As  a  farther  illasiration,  let  me  suppose 
a  case.  The  Senator  from  E«ntacky  employs  an 
agent  to  build  him  a  house  which  shall  cost  ten 
ihoosand  dollars,  and  directs  him  to  borrow  the 
money  on  his  (the  Senator's)  credit.  The  agent 
borrows  the  money  and  boilds  the  house,  and  after- 
wards discharges  the  debt  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
Senator's  estate.  What  would  be,  thought  Of  bis 
justice,  if  the  Senator  were  to  brand  this  agent  with 
eztrarsgance,  and  say,  yon  have  expended  twenty 
thousand  dollars  of  my  money  when  I  aatbo- 
rized  you  to  expend  bat  ten?  Yon  have  first  paid 
out  ten  thousand  dollars  in  the  erection  of  my 
house;  and,  sbamefal  ex;raira;anee  I  you  have 
squandered  ten  thousand  dollars  more  in  disebarg> 
ing  the  debt  which  I  aaiborized  you  to  contract. 
And  yet  this  is  the  measara  of  j<isiice  which  the 
Senator  wbnld  apply  to  the  present  President  of  the 
United  Slates  as  the  agent  of  the  people. 

Now,  fortunately  for  this  counirr,  neither  the 
present  nor  any  future  President  of  the  United 
States  can  be  justly  charged  with  extravagant  ex- 
penditures, except  in  few  cases,  should  Congreie 
do  their  duty.  Under  the  Constitution,  not  one 
dollar  of  pabtic  money  can  ever  be  drawn  from 
the  Treasnry,  "but  in  consequtnce  of  appropria- 
tions made  by  law."  In  most  instances,  Congress 
appropriates  the  prec-te  kum  which,  undtr  existing 
laws,  is  required  for  eac^speci'il.  purpose;  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  merely  pays  out  these 
sums  as  their  agent.  Neither  ho  nor  the  Pretident 
can  make  theae  payments  either  greater  or  leas. 
Since  the  origin  of  the  Qovemment,  the  pabtic 
Treaanry  has  been  protected  by  this  constitutional 
guard. 

Bat  the  present  Administration  have  done  more 
than  all  their  predecessors  to  secure  the  public  mo- 
ney in  the  bands  of  our  receiving  and  disbursing 
agents.  Hitherto,  whilst  the  p3or  wretch,  who 
stole  five  dollars  to  gratify  the  cravings  of  hunger, 
was  doomed  to  ihe  penitentiary;  the  public  officer 
who  squandered  the  public  moaey  entrusted  to  hU 
care,  or  fled  with  it  to  a  forei>n  country,  was  held 
to  have  committed  a  meie  breach  of  iruu.and 
escaped  without  any  punishment  whatever.  The 
much  abused  Independent  Treasury  Uw,  wflich  is 
now  about  to  be  repealed,  was  the  first  act  of  legis- 
lation which  ever  inflicted  any  punishment  upon 
public  officers  for  plundering  the  public  money. 
Under  its  provisions,  »uch  a  crime  is  made  felony; 
and  the  culprit  is  oonsigned  to  the  four  walls  of  the 
penitentiary,  instead  of  being  tent  on  a  mission  to 
London  or  Patis,  to  revel  in  luxury  there  on  the 
spoils  of  the  public,  and  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of 


"good  society."  But  the  decree  has  gone  forth, 
and  ihi«  law  is  to  be  repealed  by  the  new  Adminis- 
tration. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  can  only  be 
guilty  sf  extravagance  by  recommending  and  by 
influencing  his  friends  in  Congress  to  adopt  useless 
and  extravagant  projects  not  necessary  for  thv 
public  gJod;  or  where,  from  the  nature  of  the  case, 
a  general  appropriation  must  be  made  to  accom- 
plish a  particular  purpose,  by  not  applying  this 
money,  necessarily  subjected  to  his  discretion,  wiih 
a  wise  and  proper  economy. 

Gentlemen  may  test  the  expenditures  of  the  pre- 
sent Admiaistration  by  any  reasonable  rale  which 
iheypteare,  and  ascertain  whether  any  of  them 
conld  have  been  avoided.  There  they  are,  spread 
up»n  the  record  of  the  American  Senate  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  there 
they  have  been  ever  since  May  las',  subject  to  the 
inspection  and  scrntiny  of  each  American  Senator; 
and  what  has  been  the  resuitt  At  this  late  period, 
after  the  Presidential  election  has  been  decidtd,  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  now,  for  the  first  time, 
makes  four  specific  charges  of  extravagance.  If 
we  were  even  to  admit  that  these  specifications  are 
all  well  founded,  happy  indeed  would  be  the  coun- 
try where,  in  the  expenditure  of  so  many  millions, 
the  research  and  ingenuity  of  gentlemen  could  dis- 
cover but  four  small  and  comparatively  inconside- 
rable items  to  i^hich  they  can  object.  There  is  no 
o'her  n«)ion  on  the  face  of  the  earth  which  could 
present  such  a  spectacle  in  the  administration  of 
its  finances,  and  even  with  these  blemishes,  if  tbey 
existed,  it  would  be  the  glnry  of  our  country  to  be 
able  to  present  such  an  account.  It  would  be  con- 
clufive  evidence  of  the  regard  for  law  and  the  mo- 
rality which  prevails  amongst  ns. 

After  this  report  had  been  thus  subjected  to  the 
ordeal  ot  these  gentlemen  for  the  greater  part  of  a 
year,  Ihe  Senator  now  confines  himself  to  a  specifi- 
cation of  only  four  particalars,  in  which  he  alleges' 
the  Oovemment  have  be^n  guilty  of  extravagance. 
If  I  can  demonstrate,  as  I  believe  I  can,  that  he 
has  been  mistaken  in  each  of  these  pariicahr>, 
then  the  friends  of  the  present  Administration  will 
indeed  have  cause  for  eongraiulaiiun  and  triumph. 

The  Senatoi's  first  specification  is,  that  the  Ad- 
ministration bad  brought  mounted  volunteers  all* 
the  way  from  Missouri  to  the  Florida  war,  when 
men  in  abundance  might  have  been  obtained  from 
the  neighboring  States  at  a  much  less  expense;  and. 
that  instead  of  transporting  these  volunteers  from 
Mis'souri  to  Florida  by  water,  a  useless  expense 
wa«  incurred  in  sending  them  over  land.  Three 
hundred  was  the  whole  number  of  these  Mi'sonri 
volunteers,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  th)  highest 
official  authority  at  the  proper  Department.  And 
to  what,  then,  does  this  wh  'le  charge  of  extrava- 
gance against  the  Administration  amount?  To  the 
excess  of  what  it  would  cost  to  transport  three  hun- 
dred men  from  Missouri  to  Florida  above  the  cost 
of  transporling  Ihe  same  number  of  men  from 
Oeorgia,  Alabama,  or  Kentucky.  This  difference 
of  price  is  the  whole  sum  and  substance  of  the  Se- 
nator's first  charge  of  extravagance.  ^  I  have  been 
also  informed,  from  the  same  authority,  that  these 
men  did  not  march  over  land  tbroujih  Kentucky, 
as  the  Senator  supposes;  but  were  unfortnnately 
transported  by  water  from  St.  Louis  to  Florida, 
The  conaequenoe  wa.s  that  they  encountered  a 
storm  In  dte  Qolf  of  Mezic*,  and  many  of  their 


horses  were  lost  Happy,  indeed,  therefore,  wouU 
it  have  been  for  them  if  thii  portion  of  the  Seoa- 
tor's  charge  bad  beca  well  foaaiM,  and  if  tbejr  ha4 
marched  over  land. 

But  why  did  the  Secretary  of  War  reaort  to  BCia- 
soari  for  these  voluateersi  Was  it  because  he  had 
not  entire  oonfidenet  in  th«  patriotiaia  aad  eoiRaga 
of  the  men  of  Qeoigia,  Alabama,  and  Kestaekyt 
No,  sir,  not  at  all.  But  it  was  snggested  u>  iha 
Secretary,  that  the  frontier  men  of  Mirmati  ihr 
hunters  and  trappers  of  the  far  West,  who  hid 
been  accustomed  to  Indian  war,  were  be'ter  ae- 
quainted  with  the  character  and  habits  <^  oar 
savage  foe,  and  would,  for  this  leuoa,  be  mora  eC> 
etent  than  equally  brave  soldlna  who  had  not  tha 
same-experience.  It  was  believed  that  Aace  fi«a« 
tier  men  would  be  skilful  ia  peaetratiag  -Cim  Ev«r- 
glades  of  Florida,  and  discovering  the  ladiana  in 
their  biding  places. 

In  the  days  of  the  Indian  wan  of  Keatnaky,  tha 
Kentackians  were  probably  the  beat  tndiaa  fl^itrra 
in  the  world.  But  these  days  have  Cartaaaiely 
long  since  passed  away;  aad  you  moat  now  fo  (te- 
ther Wert  for  men  of  experieaee  in  this  paealiar 
mtide  of  warfare.  Considering  bow  our  army  had- 
been  baffled  by  the  Florida  Indians,  it  might  htva 
been  wise,  and  I  believe  it  waa  wise,  to  aeeapt  the 
services  of  these  MifHonriani;  and  the  eoadnet  of 
this  brave  band,  with  the  lamented  Cokmel  Oeati^ 
at  their  head,  proved  that  the  Scerelary  waa  a«t 
mistaken  either  in  their  skill  or  eontage.  Some  for- 
ty or  fifty  of  them  lest  their  lives  ia  battle;  aad  yet 
the  charge  is,  that  their  traotporiation  from  Su 
Lonisto  Florida  had  cost  the.  Government  more 
than  it  would  have  aone  to  trsosport  the  saoM  nam- 
ber  of  men  from  Lexington  or  Nashville,  litis  is 
truly  a  grave  and  serious  aceimtion! 

I  can  inform  the  Senator  in  what  manner  I  pre- 
sume his  mistake  originated  ia  regaid  to  the  maieli- 
ing  of  the  Missouri  volunteers  throngh  KeDtuoky. 
Although  tbey  did  not  march  tbtongh  ,£entaeky, 
yet  the  second  regiment  of  dragoons  did;  and  be 
must  have  mistaken  the  one  for  the  other.  And 
why  was  this  regiment  marched  to  Florida  ovw 
land,  and  not  transported  by  water?  It  was  not 
done  to  expend,  but  to  save  money.  Tbey  Aw 
transported  themselves,  and  therefore,  the  Qoma- 
ment  saved  the  cost  of  their  traaspoitatioo.  Be- 
sides, in  addition  to  all  this,  they  wen  trained  aad 
disciplined  every  day  apoa  the  roaj  as  ravalrf 
ought  to  be  trained  and  disciplined.  The  oaasn-i 
quence  was,  that  the  moment  they  arrived  in  Flo* 
rida,  thty  were  prepared  for  active  aad  efficient  ser-. 
vice.  On  the  other  hand,  had  they  been  transport- 
ed by  water,  their  hortes  might  probably  have  leea 
lost,  as  were  those  of  the  Missouri  volimteefa,  aa4 . 
they  could  not  have  improve!  in  discipline  on  ihe 
way.  In  regard  to  the  expenditure,  I  have  bea 
informed  at  the  Department  that  it  was  a  clear 
saving  to  the  Government  to  march  thjs  regimeat 
lu  Florida  by  land,  instead  of  transporting  it  by 
water     So  much  for  the  Senator':)  first  charge. 

The  second  charge  made  by  the  Senator  consists 
in  thiv;  that  ilie  Administration  bad  collected  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars'  worih  of  provisions  in  the 
Cherokee conntry,  for  the  u.<«  of  the  arm;;  aad  that 
these  provisions,  not  being  wanted-,  were  afterwards 
sold  at  auction  for  a  sum  but  little  exceeding  fifly 
thousand  dollars. To  this  and  to  alUhe  other  eha^ce 
of  the  Senator,  I  felt  myself  prepared  to  reply  Im< 
evening;  bat  concluded  that  it  was  best  to  wait  aa  - 
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i«'«8Bora  myself  of  (he  precise  cbaraoter  of  the  (acts. 
I  can  now  assure  the  Senator  that  there  is  great 
ez>gg*nuioa  in  this  statement.  The  whole  supply 
of  provinoas  wns  not  sold  at  anotionf  bat  the 
eomparatrrely  small  nirplas  only,  which  remained 
after  sabsisting  the  troops,  and  thb  becaasz  the  ar- 
titles  were  perishable,  and  woald  not  bear  the  cett  of 
timatponation.  I  admit  that  there  was  a  conside- 
bla  loss  on  the  sale  of  this  surplus,  chiefly  in  the 
articles  of  bacon  and  hird  bread;  and  I  shall  tell 
tb«  gentleman  bow  it  oecaned,  and  then  ask  him  to 
•ay  whether  the  Administration  is  fairly  chargeable 
with  it 

We  all  know  that  the  Cberokees,at  the  first,  refused 
to  eseenle  their  treaty  and  remove  to  the  West  of 
the  Biiasissippi.  Indeed,  an  incipient  war  already 
existed.  Firom  the  representations  of  their  chief, 
ud  ttom  other  causes  which  I  need  not  detail,  they 
wen  indoeed  to  beliere  that  theGtorernment  wotild 
Mver  Kfflove  them  by  force.  They  were  npon  the 
wH  of  Cleorgia,  Tennessee  and  North  Carolina, 
triw  insisted  ppon  their  removal;  and  it  thus  be- 
came  the  imperatire  daty  of  the  Oovernment  to 
enftire  the  eieeoti«n  of  the  treaty.  Policy,  homa> 
nity,  economy,  aitd  the  example  of  the  Florida 
war,  all  repaired  that  a  snfficient  force  should  be 
•oit  iBte  the  Cherokee  country  to  overawe  the  In- 
dians, and  thus  effect  their  removal  without  blood- 
shed. One  of  the  most  eminent  men  of  our  conn- 
toy,  the  hero  of  Lnndy's  Lane,  (Gkneral  Sco'.t}Vas 
selected  to  command  these  forces,  and  ample  dis- 
cretionary power  was  conferred  open  him  to  carry 
die  treaty  into  effect.  This  hero  may.  in  fnture  time, 
bvceme  a  still  more  distingaished  character,  for  the 
race  of  military  ehiefiaiaa  is,  probably,  not  yet  ex- 
tiitot.  -Under  these  cireumstanees,  it  became  ne- 
ceasary  for  the  snbsistence  department  to  collect 
within  the  Cherokee  country  a  saffieient  qaantity  of 
provirioBs  for  the  supply  of  the  army.  That  this 
was  dieir  imperative  duty  no  one  can  deny. 

General  Scott  executed  the  high  trust  confided  to 
him  with  distinguished  fidelity  and  ability.  With 
A«wampl«  of  the  Florida  war  before  him,  be 
deemed  it  necessary  to  act  with  the  utmost  energy 
and  vigor,  and  to  concentrate  sncb  a  force  as  would 
•venwe  all  opposition.  I  asjr,  then,  wonid  not  the 
Admiaialimtion  have  been  greatly  to  blame,  had 
diey  not  collected  saffieient  provisions  for  the 
'sriiole  force  which  General  Scott  deemed  it  expedi- 
•Mt  to  call  into  scrvicel 

In  this  erieia,  John  Ross,  the  bead  chief  of  the 
CbCfokees,  concluded  an  arrangement  with  Gene- 
ral Soott,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  engaged  himself  to  remove  bis  people. 
It  was  thtts  rendered  nnneoessary  to  employ  oor 
troops  in  removing  them  by  force;  and  t  large  por- 
tion of  these  troops  was  immediately  discharged. 
A  safteient  namber,  therefore,  did  not  continae  in 
Ae  service  to  consume  all  the  remainder  of  the  pro- 
Tjnons  which  had  been  collected. 

Were  these  provisions  improperly  collected? 
Wa*  it  not  necessary  that  the  Department  shonid 
have  them  at  the  point  where  the  army  assembled? 
But  a  large  portion  of  this  army  was  soon  disband- 
•4,  and  in  Ibis  nnforseen  contingency  what  <ras  to 
te  dons  with  the  remainder  of  the  provisiooi>} 
There  they  were  in  the  midst  of  the  Indian  country, 
where  no  demand  existed  fo^  them;  and  ne- 
ectsity  compelled  the  officer  in  command  to  di- 
rect them  to  be  sold  at  auction,  whatever  price  tbef 
might  bnag.    It  is-true  the  bacon  and  bard  bread 


were  sold  at  a  saciiflce;  but  what  else  could  be 
done?  The  expense  of  of  transporting  them  to  any 
place  where  they  might  have  sold  for  their  vilne, 
would  have  been  greater  than  the  difference  between 
ibat  valae  and  what  the  Government  actually  re- 
ceived. 

Bat  whether  the  loss  were  great  or  small,  the 
Administration  had  nothing  directly  to  do  with  the 
sale,  and  are  not,  thsrefore,  liable  ti  censure  for 
this  cause.  Tbe  provisions  were  collected  by  the 
proper  department  for.  tbe  subsistence  of  tbe  army 
under  the  Commanding  General,  and  be  acted  in 
strict  conformity  with  his  duty  in  directing  tbe  sale 
of  such  of  them  as  he  conld  not  use.  Tbe  Admi- 
nistration knew  nothing  of  the  matter  until  after 
they  bad  been  sold,  and  the  accounts  of  tbe  sale 
were  rendered.  Thus  ends  the  second  item  of  ex- 
travagance alleged  by  the  Senator  against  tbe  Ad- 
ministration. 

The  third  specification  of  extravagance  mainly 
rests  upon  the  strange  order  of  Brigadier  General 
Read  of  tbe  Florida  militia.  Of  all  the  persons  I 
have  ever  known,  the  Senator  from  Keotacky  can 
th«  most  effect  nally  tarn  into  ridicule,  even  that 
which  is  not  ridicnloas  in  itself.  What  a  rare  oc- 
casion, then,  does  this  order  present  for  his  powers 
of  satire  I  He  must  esteem  it  as  a  precious  relic, 
and  therefore  I  shall  most  certainly  comply  with 
his  request,  and  return  it  to  him  as  soon  as  I  shall' 
have  read  it  to  the  Senate. 

fi[ere  Mr.  Bucbanan  read  the  ordiras  follows: 

HBAD«tiuTni,  Flouda  Bsioa*b, 
NawnuuTllls,  Decamber  4,  IMS. 
"1  be  troopa  oflthe  BidenUrjr  infuuiy  Mrrica,  of  irliicti  Cap- 
laiQ  Broer'a  company  ia  an  iaugral  portioD,  ahall  not  at  an; 
time  Im  oidend  on  actlra  dat;;  nor  will  ii  anr  occur  during 
ituic  term  of  Mrvico,  tliat  Unit  iliall  ba  orUered  to  mucli  a 
greaterdiataneeilitatweutjr  milM  beyond  tbe  headquaxtera  of 
their  leapectlTe  compkniea.  They  will  be  directed  to  remain 
utiieir  uaual  placea  of  abode,  and  expected  tn  engage  aedu- 
loualy  is  ihepunuii  of  their  uaual  o<copaiion8." 

(Signed,)  LEIOH  READ, 

Brigadier  Oeoaral,  Florida  Brigade. 
Captain  Bmoxa,  Uandarien. 

If  the  Administration  coald  be  held  re  sponsible 
for  the  bad  taste  in  which  this  order  was  conceived, 
I  should  pronouatse  them  guilty  at  once.  Bat  this 
is  a  qaesiion  not  of  taste,  but  of  extravagant  ex- 
pendltnre,  and  regarded  in  that  view,  the  Senator 
would  find  that  it  did  not  at  all  establish  his  pro- 
position. 

I  shall  then  first  explain  to  the  honorable  gentle- 
man why  Brigadier  General  Read,  who  by  the  by 
is  an  excellent  officer,  told  these  men  to  remain  at 
home,  and  attend  to  their  own  buiiaess.  Althongh 
it  might  have  been  in  better  tMte  not  to  have  em- 
bracMl  such  a  command  in  a  general  military 
order,  at  least  without  further  explanation,  yet  the 
Senator  would  himself  soon -perceive  the  propriety 
of  this  injunction. 

It  Will  be  recollected  that  at  the  last  tession,  the 
Secretary  of  War  had  called  upon  Congress  to 
raise  a  thousand  mounted  men  for  the  Florida  War, 
to  remain  in  service  during  its  continuance,  and  to 
receive  a  bounty  in  land,  with  ibe  same  pay  and 
emoluments  as  the  cavalry  of  the  United  States. 
The  Senate  passed  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  increas- 
ing tbe  force  to  fifteen  hundred  men.  This  bill 
went  to  the  Hoase  of  Representatives,  where  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  approving  of  the 
policy,  reoommendad  a  still  further  increase  from 
1.500  to  3,000  men;  bat  the  House  never  reached 
'  the  measure,  and  no  troops  were  raited  for  Ibe  pro- 
secution of  the  Florida  war.  But  did  Coigress,  by 
this  neglect,  intend  that  Florida  should  not  be  de- 
fended? Was  it  the  dtsign  of  Congren  that  the 
Florida  militia  shoald  not  be  called  into  service  for 
this  purpose?  Certainly  not.  If  any  thing  could 
be  inferred  from  the  neglect  of  Congress  to  pa.<s  the 
bill,  it  wa«  that  Florida  should  be  defended  by  the 
militia  auder  ibe  existing  miliiia  Istvs;  for  no  Sena- 
tor can  suppose  tbit  we  intended  to  give  up  the 
wives  and  the  children  of  its  inhabitants  to  the 
scalping  knife  of  tbe  savage. 


Whilst  this  bill  was  pending  before  Congress,  tbe 
Governor  of  Florida,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature,  called  ont  into  actual  ser- 
vice a  number  of  moanted  men  for  ibe  defence  of 
that  Territory,  nominally  at  iis  own  expense,  but 
which  we  all  know,  from  past  experience,  mast 
eventually  be  paid  by  the  United  States.  After 
the  adjournment  ot  Congre^  without  having 
passed  the  bill  to  which  I  have  referred,  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  interposed,  and  ordered  out  twelw 
hundred  moanted  men,  embracing  those  thus  al- 
ready in  service  from  Florida,  to  serve  in  every 
part  of  tbe  Territory,  and  to  -  parsue  the  In- 
dians wherever  they  might  be  found,  and  five 
handrtd  infantry  militia.  And  for  what  pur- 
pose were  these  five  hundred  militia  to  be 
employed?  They  were  intended  for  mere  neigh- 
borhood defence,  and,  like  the  minute-men  of  tbe 
Revolution,  were  to  be  ready  to  repel  invasion  at  a 
moment's  warning.  They  are  divided  into  compa- 
nies of  seventy  men;  and  these  men  colli vata  the 
soil,  and  are  spread  oyer  the  border  which  divides 
tbe  savages  from  the  peaceful  inhabitant,".  They 
are  neither  reqaired  nor  permitted  to  parsue  the 
enemy  more  than  twenty  mile-t  from  the  head  qtwc 
ters  of  their  respective  (^ompsnie.';  because,  if  they 
Vere,  it  would  destroy  the,very  purpose  of  neigh- 
borh' :od  defence  for  which  they  were  called  into 
service,  and  leave  the  settlements  unprotected.  It 
is  their  doty  to  resist  sudden  incursions  of  the  sa- 
vages into  the^e  settlements;  and  I  understand  that 
tbe  most  happy  consequences  have'  followed  tbe 
creatioh  of  this  force. 

Kow,  in  regard  to  the  expense,  which  is  the  main 
point  of  this  argument,  let  me  assure  the  Senator 
that  these  men  cost  the  Government  but  one-sixth 
of  tbe  cost  of  the  same  namber  of  cavalry.  Tbey 
merely  receive  the  par  of  infantry,  without  bounty, 
rations,  or  clothing.  They  are  bound  to  raise  com 
and  provisions  on  the  public  lands  on  which  they 
are  settled,  and  at  the  same  time  be  ever  ready  to 
reptl  the  incursions  of  the  Indians.  When  this 
duty  has  been  performed,  they  return  to  their  peace- 
ful agricultural  pursuits.  What  have  been  the  con- 
sequences of  this  policy?  Since  this  ^stem  was 
first  adopted  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  the 
Government  has  teen  able  lo  purchase  pro- 
visions at  a  greatly  reduced  price.  These  men 
raiiie  not  only  what  is  sufficient  to  supply  their 
own  wants,  but  a  considerable  surplus  for  sale- 
Tbey  are  settled  in  the  very  heailof  Florida,  where 
provisions  are  most  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  army; 
and  the  Government  thus  saves  much  in  the  cost  of 
transportation.  This  whole  arrangemen*,  instead 
of  affording  any  foundauon  for  a  charge  of  extra- 
vagance against  the  Gcvernmeai,  is  one  eminently 
eeooonical. . 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  the  Senator  that  tbe  Secre- 
tary has  not  yet  been  able  to  raise  more  than  one- 
third  of  these  five  hundred  nvilitia  infantry. 

I  trust  he  will  now  be  able  to  psrceive  why  Qtn. 
Read  directed  these  "sedentary  infantry"  to  remain 
at  home,  and  not  to  pursue  the  enemy  a  ereater  dis- 
tance than  twenty  miles  from  their  head  quarters. 
They  were  never  intended  for  general  service,  but 
were  destin&l  t»bs  a  rampart  against  the  stealthy 
attacks  of  the  Indians— to  be  a  bodyguard  on  tbe 
frontier  for  the  women  and  children  behind  them, 
and  to  be  a  barrier  for  tbeir  protection,  over  which 
ibe  savages  could  not  pas;.  If  these  men  could  be 
withdrawn  from  the  positions  which  they  occupy, 
and  sent  all  over  Florida,  tbe  result  might  be  dia* 
astrous. 

The  fourth  and  last  charge  of  extravagance 
against  Mr.  Van  Buren  was,  the  establishment  of 
the  branch  mints;  and  yet  these  mints  were  esta- 
blished by  act  of  Congress  in  1835,  two  years  before 
he  came  into  power.  Now  I  myself  happen  to  be 
one  of  those  Senators  who  wasdecidedlv  opposed  to 
the  establishment  of  these  mints.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  the  one  ai  New  Orleans,  they  have  never 
done  much  good,  nor  do  I  expect  that  they  ever 
will  hereafur.  There  is  one  of  them  in  Georgia, 
at  a  place  called  Dahlontga,  and  another  at  Char- 
lotte, in  Norih  Caroling.  At  these  places  I  believe 
the  gold  has  given  out.  No»,  as  these  two  mints 
were  established,  not  by  Mr.  Van  Baren,  but  by  an 
act  of  CoBgresi,  passed  without  distinction  of  party, 
is  it  not  most  extiaoidinary  to  charge  him  wi  h 
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the  expense  wbich  has  been  thas  inenrrad?  He  is 
not  to  blame  if  Uie  gold  has  given  oat  and  cannot 
Vt  fonnd  in  sach  qaantiiies  as  ^o  Iceep  them  in  em- 
ploymefit.  I'be  on1jr  ittode  of  getting  clear  of  them 
iaihat  snggested  by  the  tieaitor  fr6m  North  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  ltfiNaDM;]and  I  pledge  mjrstif  to  sdpptfrt 
any  reasonable  bill  for  that  purpose  which  he  may 
introdaee.  In  the  evmt  of  its  passage,  for  one,  I 
sbotild  feel  myseU  indebted  to  the  gentlemen  on  the 
«ppo8ite  side  of  the  Hoose,  if  tbty  shall  be  able 
to  find  a  pnrchaser  for  them. 

[Mr.  LtfMpKiN  of  Georgia  here  said  he  vished 
to  state  that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Fennsyl- 
tania  was  mistalren  in  saying  that  the  gold  bad 
given  ont  in  Oeorgia.  On  ihe  ieontrary,  new  dis- 
eoveries  are  constantly  being  made.] 

Mr,  BticBjiHAN  resumed.  I  am  glad  to  learn 
that  the  gold  has  not  given  out  in  Gkoreia,  and  that 
there  is  still  some  prospect  that  the  Alint  at  Dab> 
loiiega  may  yet  be  employed.  In  one  thing,  how- 
ever, I  cannot  be  mistaireni  and  that  is,  that  if  gold 
has  been  found,  very  little  df  it  has  been  brongbt 
to  the  mint  to  be  coined,  within  the  last  few  years. 
I  have  no  right  to  doubt  the  statement  of  the  gen- 
tleman, and  I  shon'd  rejoice  It  gold  would  descend 
in  showers  from  abore  upon  Oeorgia,  as  it  former- 
ly did  upon  Dance.  It  makes  no  difference,  how- 
ever, for  my  present  pu'pose,  whether  this  mint  be. 
necessary  or  not.  It  is'certaio,  ai  least,  that  Sdr. 
Van  Buren  was  not  even  President  when  it  was  es- 
tablished, nor  is  his  administration  respondble  for 
what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  tiseless  expense  which 
has  been  thus  incnrrtd. 

If  this  were  th«  proper  occasion,  I  might  adduce 
many  arguments  to  prove' that  not  more  than  onu 
mint  ought  to  exist  in  this  country;  alihoagh  I  ae- 
knowledge  that  strong  reasons  may  be  urged  in  fa- 
vor of  a  branch  at  New  Orleans.  Wbaiever  gold 
may  be  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Dablonega  and 
Charlotte,  might  be  disposed  of  as  profitably  to  the 
finders  as  if  they  carried  it  to  these  mints  for  coin- 
age. The  other  Senator  from  Keo  tacky  [Mr. 
Clat]  will  bear  me  witnee  that  I  steadily  follow- 
ed the  lead  ef  himself  and  my  friend  Governor 
Hiti.  of  New  Hanipshire,  from  first  to  last,  in  op- 
position to  the  eslablbhment  of  these  branch 
mmts. 

I  have  thus  gone  over  the  four  specifications  of 
my  friend  from  Kentucky,  aad  happy  indeed  am  I 
to  find  Ihat  ibcFe  are  the  only  specific  charges  of 
extravagance  wliich  bare  been  made  against  the 
present  Administration.  This  very  fact  is,  in  it- 
self, their  most  triumphant  vindication.  Indeed,  I 
am  almost  sorry,  for  the  sake  of  the  gentleman, 
tbatbeeonld  not  have  discovered  some  charges  a 
little  more  plausible  than  any  of  these,on  which  he 
might  hav*  rested  sn  argumen'. 

If  Congress,  then,  have  determined  that  the  exi- 
genciesof  the  country  absolutely  demanded  the  ei* 
penditure  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions  with- 
in the  last  four  ycats,  atid  if  the  Senator  and  bis 
friends  have  concurred  in  this  necessity,  and  have 
united  with  as  in  making  appropriations  to  that 
amount,  with  what  justice  can  they  now  blame  the 
President  for  this  expenditure?  It  cannot  be  pre- 
tended either  that  he  created  this  necessity  for  a 
large  expenditure,  or  that  he  squandered  the  pnb- 
lie  money  in  accomplishing  any  of  the  objects  de- 
signated by  Congress.  Away,  then,  wiih  snch 
charges  of  extravagance !  If  any  debt  has  been 
created,  in  consequence  of  the.<e  large  expenditures 
'directed  by  Congress,  who^e  fault  is  iti  Certainly 
not  bis.    He  had  no  control  over  the  matter. 

I  undertake  to  predict,  lhat  should  the  Secretary 
of  Ihe  Treasury  prove  to  be  as  correct  in  all  other 
respects  as  he  is  in  his  estimate  of  revenue  to  he 
derived  from  customs  during  the  present  year,  we 
shall,  at  the  end  of  it,  be  entirely  clear  of  debt.  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  the  revenae  from  this 
scarce  will,  at  the  very  least,  amonnl  to  from 
eighteen  to  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  Should 
this  be  the  case,  then  the  Secretary  is  of  opinion 
that  the  revenue  of  the  country,  daring  the  year, 
will  be  suflicient  to  meet  its  exprndiinres,  pro- 
vided Congress  shall  not  exceed  his  estinuites  in 
their ,  appropriations;  and  will,  in  addition,  dis- 
charge the  amount  of  the  outstanding  Trea»ary 
notes.    But  we  are  willing,  nevertheless,  \fi  pro- 


vide five  ailGons  morel  to  meet  any  nnforseen 
contingencies  which  may  ariie  at  the  eommenee- 
menl  of  a  new  Administration. 

I  have  now  answered  the  remarks  of  tbe  Sena> 
lor  from  Kentucky.  The  facts  which  I  have  ttated 
In  regard  to  his  fonr  specifications  of  extrava- 
ganeej  htfve  of  coarse  been  communieaied  to  me  by 
Ac  proper  Departmetit  None  of  them  are  within 
my  own  knowledge;  but  I  have  no  doubt  they  are 
all  substantially  correct. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  replied  at  some  length  to 
Mr.  BucHANAM.  His  remarks  will  be  given  here' 
after. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  again  rose,  in  rrply  to  Mr. 
CairrEMDEn,  and  said  that  he  considered  this  a 
proud  day  for  the  retiring  Administration.  It  pre- 
sentei  a  moral  spectacle  on  which  the  world  might 
gaz«  with  woider.  In  an  expenditure  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  daring  tbe  pe- 
riod of  four  years,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had 
only  been  able  to  enumerate  four  items  of  ex- 
travagance, and  each  one  of  thei>e  bad  been  fully 
explained.  Had  the  world  ever  beheld  a  nation  in 
which  such  a  spectacle  could  be  presented!  Look 
over  the  kingdoms  of  Europe;  look  over  the  vast 
continent  of  America;  examine  the  abuses  under 
every  other  form  of  Government;  and  where,  ex- 
cept in  Ibis  Republic  of  ours,  can  yen  find  such  an 
example?  One  hundred  and  thirty  millions  had 
been  expended,  and  the  only  complaints  of  ex- 
travagance were,  that  three  nandred  troops  from 
Missouri  had  been  employed  in  the  Florida  war; 
that  five  hundred  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  provi- 
sions bad  been  collected  to  subsist  our  army  in  the 
Cherokee  rountry,  all  of  which  was  Airlanalely  not 
required  for  that  parpsse ;  that  two  bandred  Florida 
militia  had  been  called  into  serviceon  a  kind  of  duly 
which  did  not  meet  the  approbaiicn  ef  ;be  Senator; 
and  that  three  branch  mints  had  been  unnecessari- 
ly established,  two  years  before  the  present  Admi- 
nistration came  into  power!  And  this  was  the 
sum  total — ^tbese  were  the  entire  charges— wbich 
the  honorable  Senator  conid  urge  against  the  Ad- 
ministration. This  was,  then,  the  <ml)  foundation 
for  the  statements  which  had  been  made  in 
every  portion  of  the  eountiy,  swelling  tbe  extrava- 
gance of  this  Administration  to  hundreds  of  millions. 
Tbe  vindication  of  the  old  Administration  was 
now  triumphant  against  the  charges  which  had 
every  where  been  urged  and  reitera'ed  by  the 
friends  of  the  new  Administration..  He  and  bis 
friend  frc m  Missouri  [Mr.  Bekto*]  had  challenged 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Opposition  in  May  last,  to 
point  ont  tbe  I'ems  of  ihkt  extrav*gaace  of  which 
they  complained  in  the  aggregate.  This  challenge 
bad  not  then  been  accepted.  They  remained  si- 
lent. The  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  now  come 
forth  with  his  specifications,  and  what  was  their 
character?  They  afforded  ample  testimony  that 
the  working  of  our  Republican  Adminiatraiion  had 
been  admiiable.  Indeed,  no  Administration  in  iliis 
coaniry  could  squander  ihe  people's  money  without 
detection,  becaa-e  the  people  always  keep  a  vigi- 
lant eye  over  their  public  servants.  A  Republican 
Administration  would  not  if  it  could,  as  it  conld 
not  if  it  would,  be  guilty  of  extravagance.  Their 
own  hich  principles  vould  condemn  and  forbid  the 
act.  Theie  was  no  poasibility,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion of  our  Republic,  that  any  Administration 
could  be  gniity  of  expending  money  on  nseless 
and  extravagant  objects,  without  the  previoiis  au- 
thority of  Congress.  And  here  be  was  about  vo 
say,  that  the  honorable  Senator  had  treated  a  por- 
tion of  bis  argnment  nnfairly;  but  be  would  not 
apply  such  a  term,  as  he  had  never  met  with  nn- 
fairoess  from  that  source.  The  Senator  had  staled 
that  he  (Mr.  B  )  had  maintained  that  the  President 
could  not  be  held  responsible  for  the  extravagance 
of  oflioers  acting  under  his  authority.  Heaven 
forbid !  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  should  ever  have  enter- 
tained such  an  idea.  Far,  very  far  from  it.  Tbe 
Fresident'ii  (ask  was  an  arduous  one.  Whilst  it 
was  the  most  honorable,  it  was  also  the  most  re- 
sponsible st&tion  on  earth.  He  had  the  selection 
of  bis  Own  agents,  and  their  improper  aots  most 
always  attach  odium  to  him.  If  his  station  were 
high,  h:s  reepoiisibility  was  and  ought  to  be  great 

Now,  for  what  bad  be  (Mr.  B.)  contended?  He 
had  iftken  op  the  tritwiphant  report  of  i|)e  Stptela- 


ry  of  tbe  Treasury—*  reiKKt  which  conld  not  be 
met — and  had  presented  from  it  the  expenditoies  of 
the  A^hninhiration  uder  their  nppropiiaie  haids, 
and  demanded  whether  any  man  could  complain  of 
them  as  furnishing  evidence  of  Executive  extra- 
vagance. What  wax  the  nature  of  Executive  esti- 
mated Did  the  Execntive  ever  send  eeiiBaaie*  of 
expeaditvesto  Congress  wfaieh  were  not  demanded 
by  pre-existing  laws?  It  was  bis  duty  to  go  through 
(he  statute  bok  and  furnish  estimates  of  die 
amount  required  to  execute  extstiogncMof  OM- 
gress;  and  whilst  he  confined  hilnseU'  to  the  yar- 
formance  of  this  duty,  he  was  under  no  ttsfmai- 
bility  whatever.  Congress,  and  not  tbe  President, 
were  then  responsible.  That  was  the  poiat.  The 
President  stood  upon  tbe  laws  of  (he  land,  and  had 
confined  his  estinialM  sliidlf  to  what  they  aajoiaed. 
fit  conld  not  repeal  any  law.  On  the  contrary,  he 
was  bound  to  carry  every  law  into  execution. 

There  was,  he  had  expressly  admitted,  a  class  of 
oases  in  wbii^  a  President  ought  to  beheld  respaa- 
sible  for  extravagance:  and  tUa  waa  when  be  ra- 
oemmended  unwise  and  unnecessary  objaeta  «f  ex- 
pen.%  to  Congress.  He  would  alfo  be  responsible, 
in  a  great  degree,  for  the  expendiiorcs  voted  by  bis 
party  in  Congress  even  wiihoat  his  express  reeani 
mtndation,  beeanse  it  was  talii  to  presume  that  he 
and  they  acted  in  harmony  on  all  great  pnblie  mea- 
sures. 

Again:  He  bad  declared  that  the  Exeeati*e 
Bright  be  justly  held  responsiUe  for  the  »*«»"'^iBtl 
expenditnce  of  public  money  whenever  grata  aoais 
were  anpropriaied  towards  the  accomplishment  of 
parlicnlar  objects,  and  the  employment  of  tbe 
money  was  ihun  necessarily  suhjecHMl  to  hi»  dlscre- 
tioB.  In  such  a  case,  it  was  his  duty  to  see  thai 
tbe  object  should  be  accomplished  in  tbe  cheapest 
and  best  manner;  and  if  he  failed  to  da  so,  he  was 
justly  censurable.  Responsibility!  Yes,  the  Exe- 
cutive was,  and,  on  principle,  ought  evertobe,beM 
responsible  for  the  economical  expendilwe  «f  the 
public  money,  in  obedience  to  the  laws  of  Congress. 

Under  all  these  admissions,  said  Mr.  B.  I  aak  the 
Senator  to  take  np  the  report  of  the  Becretaiy  <^ 
the  Treasury,  and  point  ont  a  single  head  of  expen- 
tnre  with  which  the  connoy  eonid  have  ditqMBaad. 
He  [Mr.  CanruiDXB]  said,  yesterday,^  that  he  did 
not  comgilain  of  any  of  those  objects  of  expendi- 
ture. No,  he  did  not — he  could  not;  for,  from  the 
first  to  tbe  last,  there  was  nothing  in  that  list  which 
conld  have  been  avoided,  with  a  proper  regwdie 
tbe  interests  of  the  country.  He  might  «^,  that 
he  believed  there  was  nothing  in  that  list  which  had 
not  received  tbe  support  of  the  Opposition,  as  well 
as  the  Administration  party  on  this  floor. 

He  had  but  afew  wirds  dfeore  toiay  inrefaicnee 
to  the  four  items  to  which  the  Senator  had  spe<^ly 
referred.  He  deemed  it  nnnecee.'«ry  to  follow  him 
at  length,  because  be  bad  already  fnmisbed  wfaM 
he  believed  to  be  the  faem;  and  they  eouatiuwei  iha 
best  refutation  of  his  [Mr.  GaiTTjumm^l  aign^ 
meats. 

In  regard  to  the  three  hundred  men  taken  from 
Missouri,  the  Secretary  of  War  might  have-jndged 
unwisely.  He  might  possibly,  with  equal  advan- 
tage to  tbe  service,  have  taken  a  like  nvnber  of 
men  fromAlabama,  Georgia,  Tenhesef,  or  Ken- 
tnckv.  The  people  of  these  Sutes  were  all  eqaally 
bravie  widi  those  of  Missouri.  There  was ho  qtiea- 
lion  about  that.  But  if  tbe  Secretary  had  Ifaptiiht 
proper  to  employ  three  hundred  Western  bnaten 
and  trapper*  from  Miacmri,  who  were  believed  to 

fossess  more  experience  in  the  mcue  of  atiaekiog 
ndians,  and  driving  them  out  of  ibeir  Btergiadet, 
conld  the  difference  of  expense  in  transpertinf  thete 
men  fh>m  Missoiui  to  Floiida,  abotn  that  of  trana- 
porting  a  like  number  from  Euentncky,  be  made  a 
matter  of  grave  accusation  against  the  Executive? 
Tbe  Secretary  may  have  judged  unwisely,  nnd  the 
President  may  be  responsible;  but  it  was  a*  Uri>  n 
responsitMlity  as  ever  President  boss.  Unfona- 
nately,  a  number  of  the  horses  belonging  to  these 
men  were  lost,  and  the  Government  had  to  pay  fe 
them;  but  this  eonld  not  have  been  fbreseen.  All 
this  might  have  been  an  error  in  JndgaMM,  llmig^ 
he  (Mr.  B.)  believed  it  was  not;  still  it  conld  never 
be  eonverted  into  a  subject  of  serious  charge  against 
the  President,  or  prove  that  be  had  been  guilty  of 
extrava^anee.    In  attem^i  to  m^iai^  iup  imr 
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pottance  to  small  a  matter,  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
meky  had  ancon^cioasljr  bestowed  ehe  of  the  high- 
est compltmeols  which  he  could  pa;  'to  the  econo- 
AiV  of  the  Administration. 

In  i«gard  to  the  prorisioos  conveyed  to  the  Che- 
tok^e  eoantry:— we  know  there  was  not  only  dan- 
ger ef  a  war  with  this  powerfol  tribe  of  Indians, 
tint  that  an  incipient  war  then  already  existed. 
Blood,  had  then  been  shed,  Acbording  to  his  bext  re- 
bolfec'ti^n.  Th^  whole  neighboring  conatry  l^as  in 
Soihmotion,  and  th6  people  of  the  snrroanding 
States  were  terrified  and  alarmed.  Under  sach  eir- 
eaifc8tances,was  it  not  the  dniy  of  the  Administnuion 
1o  collect  troops  f  cr  the  defence  of  the  country  and 
(he  removal  of  the  Indianki  And  be  asked  the 
kooorable  Senator  if  these  tronbles  had  not  ended 
to  peace!  if  war  had  been  the  rf  salt)  and  an  anny 
nad  been  cbllecled  theire  without  proVii-tons,  might 
jt<>t  tbfe  Adtiiitiistraiion,  with  great  jasiiee,  have 
Meti  attacked  for  their  improvidence?  In  sach  an 
event,  they  wonid  have  b«u  guilty  of  a  criminal 
dereliction  of  daly,not  only  against  the  army  and 
the  people  of  the  Slates  where  ihe  Indians  were  lo- 
cated, bat  afiainst  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
Slates.  And  yet  the  harden  of  the  Senator's  charge 
against  the  Adthinistraiioh,  is  for  doing  an  act, 
Which,  if  ihfey  had  not  done,  might  have  resalled 
in  diiasth>as  conse(laences  to  the  whole  eoantry, 
in  case-tfab  threatened  warhad  not  betnavoided.  It 
ve6ame,  therefore,  absolately  indispensab'e  to  collect 
these  provisions  for  the  sabiisience  of  the  aimy; 
and  it  was  only  becaus^e,  tlirough  the  mercy  of  a 
♦ise  and  over-ruling  Providence,  another  Indian 
war  had  been  averted  from  the  people  of  Georgia 
and  the  sarrcanding  S  atcs,  that  tbii  trantaciicn 
Aoold  p  ssibly  have  been  converted  into  a  charge 
of  extravagance  against  the  Admin.'siraii.io.  W  h  i 
then  can  be  justly  blamed?  There  were  the  pruvi- 
Honi  and  we  ought  to  be  Ihankfal  that  they  were 
not  all  rendered  necessary.  We  bad  peace  instead 
of  war;  and  by  the  early  dismissal  of  the  troops, 
all  of  these  provitioBs  could  not  be  oonsomed. 
2fowlie,Mr.B.  shrank  A'om  no  responsibility  on 
this  occasion.  He  admitted  that  the  Administration 
llmre  Responsible  for  the  conduct  of  General  Scott, 
a  gentleman  for  whoifa  he  entertained  the  highest  re- 
gard and  esteem.  That  General  had  dons  bat  his 
doty  as  commander  of  the  force.",  in  ordering  these 
provision.*,  which  he  could  no:  wt,  to  be  sold.  In- 
deed he  could  not  have  acted  otlierwise. 

Bat  the  Senator  had  intimated  that  this  sale  was 
not  faidy  nade;  and  that  gold  and  silver  being  re- 
qoired  in  payment,  the  purchasers  were  Govem- 
ment  ^nis,  who  bought  in  the  provinons  at  alow 
Tate,  witli  Government  money,  lor  their  own  pri- 
vate emolument.  If  this  were  true,  every  one  of 
these  officers  onght  to  be  instantly  dismissed.  It 
was  a  keavy  chvge,  and  the  Senator  did  not  pre- 
tend to  know  any  thing  about  it,  except  from  news- 
paper rumors,  which  were  certainly  not  the  most 
authentic  source  of  information.  He,  Mr.  B.  had 
heard  that  tome  of  these  provisions  «ere  damaged, 
and  he  had  learned  from  the  most  authentic  source 
that  Ross  woald  not  purchase  provisions  from  the 
eontraciors  at  any  price,  though  he  might  have 
used  tbrm  advantageously  in  removing  the  Indians. 
Jt  is  much  more  probable  that  the  distance  of  these 
provisions  from  any  point  wh^re  they  could  have 
been  sold  for  their  value,  and  the  consequent  cost 
of  transportation  to  such  a  place,  together  with  the 
perishable  aatore  of  some  of  them,  were  the  rea- 
sons why  Ihoy  did  not  command  a  greater  price, 
than  thai  the  disbursing  officers  of  the  Government 
bad  been  guilty  of  any  fraudulent  conduct.  This, 
then,  was  among  the  sins  of  extravajtance  charged 
against  Mr.  Van  Buren,  although  he  knew  nothing 
about  it  until  long  after  it  took  place.  Happy,  in- 
deed, wonld  be  the  fate  of  the  succeeding  Adminis- 
tration, if  no  heavier  charge  contd  be  made  against 
them  at  the  end  of  their  term  of  service. 

A  few  words  more  in  regard  to  (he  Florida  war. 
When  CSongress  omitted  to  provide  regular  troops 
for  the  defence  of  Florida,  what  was  the  only  al- 
ternative left?  Did  not  this  omission  necessarily 
devolve  upon  (he  President  the  duty  of  calling  out 
the  militia  for  that  purprse,  under  the  Constitution 
and  rzistiog  laws?  The  neglect  of  Congress  to 
raise  the  force  required  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
did  not  piohibit  Urn  from  availing  himself  of  the 


militia)  but,  on  the  ccntraiy,  rendered  a  resort  to 
them  imperatively  necessary.  The  militia  law  still 
remained  in  full  force;  and  to  that,  and  that  alone, 
could  he  recur  for  the  defence  of  Florida. 

[Mr.  Cbittbndbh  here  inquired  whether  Briga- 
dier General  Read  was  not  an  officer  of  the  United 
Slates  Army.] 

Mr.  Bt7CHAifiM  said  certainly  not.  In  ht'sfa-. 
mens  order,  to  which  thti  Senator  had  hidlself  re- 
ferted,  he  bad  styled  himself  flrigaadler  General 
of  the  Florida  Brigade.  He  was  not  an  oAatr  of 
the  United  Stairs  Armyj  but  of  the  Florida  'militia; 
m4  b?  (,«,-.  E.)  Uuderstw^  tftej  had  been  called 
into  service  under  the  authority  of  our  existing  mi- 
litia laws.  Aqd  what  etse  could  the  Secretary  have 
done  nndet  the  Citf^nmstancssl  What  else  wonld 
theiienator  A'om  Rrntac^y  himsMf  have  done  htid 
his  been  Secretary  of  Wail  Would  he  have  aban- 
doned Florida  whilst  Florida  was  bleeding  at  every 
pore?  Would  be  have  said,  "I  demanded  a  mounted 
regiment  of  rrenlar  troops  and  Congress  refused 
to  grant  it,  and  because  they  refused,  I  shall  not 
order  the  militia  into  service,  notwithstanding  the 
existing  law  renders  this  my  duty.  Let  the  blood 
shed  in  Florida  be  upon  the  bead  of  Congress,  I  am 
innocent  !**  Ho^  there  Was  not  a  man  in  America 
who  would  not  have  recoiled  from  sutih  reasoning, 
and  nonle  soonet  or  mnie  repulsively  than  the  ho- 
norable Sehatot  himself. 

And  yet,  wiih  all  bis  elcquenc*.  and  ingenuity,  to 
«hat  had  he  finally  been  driven?  To  read  an  ex- 
tract from  some  li?wspaper,  the  name  of  which  be 
had  not  ihoughr proper  to  give  its,  for  ihe  pnrp'si 
of  exciting  a  laugh  and  a  sneer  in  the  Senate  of 
'h^  United  States.  All  this  was  "at  the  expense  of 
Uacle  Sam;"  but,  from  information  deiived  fmm 
thj  D  partment  itself,  he  c<  uld  sssure  the  gentle- 
man that  these  mi'iiia  infantry  did  net,  as  the  papt  r 
alleged,  receive  $18,  but  merely  $7  per  month— the 
pay  of  United  Slates  infantry  soldiers;  and  that, 
too,  without  either  bounty,  clothing,  or  rations. 
Now,  Heaven  forbid  that  ,ihe  time  may  ever  ar- 
rive, in  this  country,  when  Senators  should  serious- 
ly attempt  to  criminate  any  Administration  on  this 
floor  by  bringing  here  the  tittle-tattle  of  a  newspa- 
per, whilst  they  could  obtain  the  information  de- 
sired in  an  authentic  and  official  form  from  tbe  pro- 
per Departu.ent.  How  Mnecessary  aswell  as  nnjust, 
was  it  to  attempt  to  prove  a  high  officer  of 
the  Government  guilty  of  misconduct  by  newspa- 
per statements,  when,  upen  the  motion  of  any 
member,  the  power  of  the  Senate  would  at  any 
time  be  exerted  to  prove  him  guilty,  if  guilty  he 
were,  by  efficial  documents  authenticated  under  bis 
own  hand?  '  And  yet  this  was  the  course  which  the 
honorable  Senator  had  thought  proper  to  pursue. 

But,  says  the  Senator,  how  could  these  t  vo  hun- 
dred militia  infantry  have  raised  a  crop  of  corn  be- 
tween the  last  adjoamment  of  Congress  in  July 
and  tbe  present  time?  Bat  had  he  not  informed  the 
Senator  that  while  the  question  was  depending  be- 
fore Congress,  whether  mounted  men  should  be 
raised  for  tbe  defence  of  Florida,  the  Governor  of 
that  Territory,  knowing  that  the  expen-e  would 
eventually  fall  upon  the  Government  of  tbe  United 
States,  had  called  these  men  into  service  before  our 
adjoamment,  and  under  the  Secretary's  advice  he 
had  adopied  the  policy  previously  pursued  to  en- 
courage the  raising  of  provisions  for  the  army}  If 
the  gentleman  thought  proper,  at  any  time,  to  call 
for  authentic  information  on  this  subject,  it  would 
be  furnished  him  most  cheerfully  by  thj  Depart- 
ment. 

These,  then,  are  the  items  of  extravagance  with 
which  the  rt'tiring  Administration  were  charged, 
and  this  was  the  indictment  preferred  against  them. 
The  branch  mints  are  still  continued;  and  the  Pre- 
sident is  condemned  because,  forsooth,  be  does  not 
abolish  them!  Now  could  ihs  President  repeal  the 
law  which  created  them?  CouM  be  undertake  to 
say  be  woald  not  execute  tbe  will  of  Congress  de- 
clared by  an  act  of  Congress?  If  he  had  closed 
these  mints  by  his  own  authority,  he  would  have 
been  guilty  of  the  highest  crime  against  the  Consti- 
tution of  his  country.  He  would,  bv  usurping  tbe 
pr«rrgaiive  of  annulling  ac's  of  Congress,  have 
placed  himrelf  jibove  Ihe  Legislative  power. 
He  might  then,  with  justice,  have  been 
denounced  and  condemned  as  a  tyrant.    And  yet 


it  has  been  made  a  grate  aecosation  agtliiut  the 
President,  that  he  had  not  shut  Up  thesi  btvaSi  • 
mints,  because  they  were  too  expeitsive— that  he 
bad  not  done  an  act,  for  doing  which  he  oaght  to 
have  been  impeached  and  deprived  of  bis  high  of- 
fice. Tbe  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Mah- 
otTM]  took  a  more  correct  view  of  this  subject  He 
thought,  with  Him  (Mr.  B.)  that  Congress  was  the 
proper  senree  of  po#er  m  aoeh  eaaet:  Let  vS 
movt  oh  iii  the  aneiint  tsnstitujional  manner;  and 
althoUgB  t&er6  mignt  be  somii  "prospects^  of  gold 
aroand  Dahlonega  and  CbarloUe,  be  \irould  vote  at 
any  moment  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  which  bad 
established  these  branch  mints.  He  believed  them 
to  be  unnecessary;  but  how  the  present  Administra- 
tion could  be  held  responsible  for  their  expenses,  he 
Was  utterly  at  a  lost  to  determine.  Nothing  but  the 
ingenuity  of  the  hondrable  flenator  conid  ever  hat^A 
led  to  tbe  suggestion.  He  could  draw  upon  th4 
abundant  fountain  of  his  wit,  and  turn  the  most  se- 
rious subjects  into  ridicule,  when  it  sailed  his  pur-* 
pose;  but  he  would  never  succeed  in  blotting  out 
from  the  minds  of  the  people  of  ibis  cooatiy  the 
gratitude  which  they  would  ytt  feel  towards  an  Ad- 
ministraiion  agtinst -which  no  charges  of  extrava- 
gance could  be  made,  except  such  as  hehadenune- 
ra'ed. 

THE  BANKRUPT  BILL. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  NORVELL, 

OP  HICIIiaAN, 
in  BenoU,  Tkuttiaig,  F,bTvat^  4,  1341— On  lbs 
Bankrupt  bill. 
Mr.  NORVEI.L  sa  d:  The  amradiitebt  sabdkit* 
lei- by  th**  Senator  from  Mi^ouri  [.Vlr.  Bentom]  to 
tbe  bankrupt  bill,  now  under  eonsideiation,  re- 
quired ibe  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  creditors, 
in  value  and  number,  before  the  4ebtor  could  re- 
ceive a  certificate  securing  him  the  benefit  of  the 
act.  He  hoped  that  the  amendment  vrould  tot  be 
adopted  by  the  Senate.  Its  efliect  would  be  to  sub- 
ject debtors  to  the  tender  mercy  of  their  creditors. 
It  was  a  remnant  of  the  old  spirit,  the  pound  of 
flesh  spirit,  which  prevailed  in  the  age  of  Shyloek. 
He  would  rather  see  no  bill  pass,iban  one  with  such 
a  provision  iu  it.  It  would  only  harass  and  anaoy 
tbe  nnfortunatr,  and  expose  him  to  an  ordeal  at 
once  grating  aad  cruel.  The  Seaatrr  said 
that  his  amendment  was  sanctioned  by  that 
provision  in  tbe  Constitution,  which  prohibit- 
ed us  from  impairing  the  obligation  of  coniracti). 
No  such  provision  was  to  be  found  in  the  Consti- 
tution. A  clause  is  in  that  instrument,  forbidding 
the  States  from  passing  any  law  impairing  the  ob- 
ligation of  contracts.  Tbe  power,  given  to  Cot- 
giesB  exclusively,  to  enact  uniform  laws  on  the 
subject  of  bankruptcies,  in  his  judgment,  implied 
and  comprehended  tbe  necessary  authority  to 
change  the  character  of  contracts,  so  far  as  to  re- 
lease the  debtor  upon  the  surrender  of  all  the  pro- 
perty, and  to  protect  the  faiure  acquisitions  which 
be  might  make.  .  On  this  point  he  entertained  no 
doubt.  No  bankrupt  law  would  be  of  much  sei^ 
vic«,  unless  it  embraced  such  a  principle.  But  if 
Congress  could  pa.<s  no  law  impairing  the  obliga- 
tion of  contracts,  how  could  they  pass  an  act,  with 
4he  eonseat  of  iwo-ibirds  of  the  cred'tons  impair- 
ing the  obligation  of  tbe  contract  of  a  debtw  with 
the  other  third  of  bis  creditors?  If  the  argo- 
ment  of  the  honorable  Senator  amounted  to  any 
thing,  a  debtor  could  not  leceive  a  certifi- 
cate ef  release  as  long  as  a  single  creditor  refused 
his  consent  to  the  granting  of  Ihe  rertificate.  But 
there  was  nothing  in  tbe  argument.  Tbe  p.iwer  of 
Congress  was  ample  on  the  subject.  And  if  they 
would  not  perform  their  duty — if  they  still  refused 
t«  exercise  a  power  beneficent  in  its  tendency  to- 
wards a  large  portion  of  the  American  people — let 
them  return  it  lo  the  Stales,  from  which  they  had 
received  it.  He  was  sorry  to  say,  that  the  conrre 
of  Senators  lagged  behind  the  spirit  of  the  age. 
They  did  not  keep  up  with  the  sentiments  and  feel- 
ings of  the  people.  Tbe  great  mass  of  tbe  people 
were  in  lavor  u(  tbe  |  a^sage  <  f  such  a  bill  as  was 
now  before  tbe  Senate,  whether  memorials  had  been 
presented  from  this  or  that  Stale  on  ihe  subject.  A 
disregard  of  tbe  advances  made  by  the  great  body 
of  Uie  people,  in  principles  of  this  kind,  might  well 
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aocoaoi  for  som*  of  the  great  pplitical  changes 
which  we  had  all  witnessed  wiibio  the  last  jtear  ct 
two.  H«  truited  that  a  bill,  demaaded  by  all  ib^ 
eonsideraiioiu  of  humanity,  mercy,  and  the  public 
good,  wcnid  pass,  without  asy  such  amendment|«j 
was  now  proposed  to  it. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  SHEPARD, 

OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 
In  the  Htuu  o/  Stpretrntatites,  Ftfrruory  4,  1841 — 

In  Committfe  of  ibe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 

Union,  on  ibe  Treasury  Note  bill. 

Mr.  Babnard  of  New  York  proposed  to  make  a 
loan  of  (10,000,000. 

Mr.  Stanlt  of  Norib  Carolina  offered  an  amend- 
ment to  lay  a  duty  of  10  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on 
cilks,  30  -per  cent,  on  wines,  and  30  per  cent,  on 
linens. 

'    Mr.  SHEPARD  addressed  tbe  committee  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  CHiiRMAN:  I  am  reluctant  to  continue  this 
discussion,  bnt  honorable  gentlemen  have  advanced 
doctrines  which  I  considerof  a  dangerous  tendeccy, 
and  I  cannot  forbear  to  express  my  own  opinions. 
Since  the  commercUl  revulsion  of  1837,  ihe  income 
of  this  OoTemment  has  not  b:ea  eqaal  lo  it-;  ex- 
penditnre.  In  ihe  years  of  plenty,  the  snrplas  re- 
yenue  was  dinded  among  the  States,  and  now,  in 
tbe  day  of  comparative  famine,  no  willingness  is 
manifested  to  cartail  expenses,  but  a  proposition  is 
made  to  increase  the  burdens  of  the  people.  The 
member  from  Maine  [Mr.  Evans]  has  a^ked,  "in 
what  branch  of  the  public  service  can  redaction  be 
made?"  I  ^haU  not  set  op  for  a  p.litical  puriran, 
bnt  I  point  to  tha  uanecesjary  length  of  our  ses- 
sions, 10  the  disgraceful  &monnt'  of  contingencies, 
the  enormous  increase  in  the  cost  of  collecting  the 
rerenue,  and  1  believe  that  a  faithful  examination 
would  unfold  mocb  more,  that  requires  the  knife 
and  tha  caustic.  Economy,  however,  ^booH  not 
approach  stinginess,  for  this  iroald  Dluxately  prove 
tbe  grossest  extravagance;  let  worth  and  talent  be 
well  rewarded,  and  if  sinecures  be  abolished,  sala- 
ries reduced  in  proportion  to  the  service  rendered, 
and  no  expenses  incurred  for  the  special  benrfit  of 
individuals  or  sections,  I  indulge  the  hope  that,  af- 
ter the  revival  of  trade,  the  revenue  will  be  amply 
sufficient  for  all  the  wants  of  Oovernmeni.  Gen- 
tlemen have  poured  forih  cataracts  of  eloquence 
on  ibe  subject  of  corruption,  but  they  err  in  laying 
tbe  whole  blame  on  either  of  the  great  partie.-:  it  is 
immaterial  who  is  tbe  Presiden',  or  what  faction 
has  the  ascendency;  if  much  money  be  placed  nn- 
der  Ihe  control  of  politicians,  there  is  reason  to  fear 
that  it  will  be  used  to  advance  the  schemes  of  par- 
ty, and  to  promote  the  interest  of  conning  leaders. 
It  is  wi'e,  therefore,  to  save  our  rulers  from  temp- 
Ution;  tt  is  just  to  let  tbe  people  hold  their  own  pro- 
perty, and  10  take  the  smalUst  portion  of  their 
earnings,  that  the  public  service  will  admit. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  levy  of  new  taxes,  until  an 
honest  efibrt  be  made  to  economize,  and  i  will  not 
conseat  that  three  articles  shell  be  selecird  at  the 
present  time  for  the  partial  legislation  of  Congress. 
A  new  President  will  shortly  be  in  office;  those,  who 
have  assumed  all  the  wisdom  and  viitneof  tbe  landi, 
will  have  the  reins  of  Government,  and  tfaey  should 
bear  its  responsibilities.  At  the  next  session  the 
whole  system  of  taxation  must  be  revised,  and  tbtre 
is  no  necessity  for  anticipating  the  deliberations  of 
oar  snccessois:  let  timely  warniug  be  given  to  all 
the  great  interests  of  the  country;  let  the  public 
mind  be  drawn  to  this  impoitant subject  inal!  its  re- 
lations, and  1  hope  that  tbe  quetiion  will  be  settled 
on  a  basis,  satisfactory  lo  all,  and  oppressive  to 
none. 

A  tax  on  imports  is  easy  of  collection,  and  borne 
without  murmur  by  the  mass,  because  its  subtle 
operation  is  not  perceived,  ihpush  it  is  not  the  less 
powerlul  in  its  effect,  or  less  liable  to  abuse,  and 
should  be  watched  with  jealousy.  The  consumer 
pays  tbe  duty,  and,  if  ibe  article  be  limited  inquin- 
tity  or  of  indispensable  necessity,  this  would  be  the 
end  of  the  matier,  and  one  man  would  not  have 
more  right  to  complain  than  another.  But  wh(re 
the  e^-nsumpiion  depends  on  the  price,  the  impost 
has  a  much  a  wider  bearing.  If  cloth  and  molasset 
be  cheap,  more  of  these  comforts  will  be  used  than 


when  dear;  a  duty  of  30  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on 
the  former,  and  of  5  cents  on  the  laitir,  must  dimi- 
nish importation,  or  keep  out  of  the  country  much 
that  would  otherwise  enter.  The  foreigner  is  not 
the  only  person  who  would  be  isjnred  by  this  re> 
suit.  His  m(  rcbandise  comes  here  in  exchange  for 
our  production^ — the  trader  of  the  city  is  a  mere 
agent  of  tbe  industiious  classes,  he  boys  tbe  corn, 
cotton,  Ihe  tubacco,  the  naval  stores,  the  manufac- 
tures of  domestic  labor,  an  J  gives  them  for  the  pro- 
ducts of  other  climas  and  other  people.  Ali  com- 
merce is  resolvable  into  Ibe  great  principle  of  ex- 
change; if  the  country  sells  nothing,  it  can  buy 
nothing;  if  it  exports  nothing  it  can  import  nothing; 
and  that  which  cones  here  in  ihe  shape  of  foreign 
good)!,  is  only  another  form  of  our  own  property, 
and  is  as  mech  American  icdusiry,as  the  grass  of 
our  fields,  or  the  cloth  of  our  factories.  Any  dis- 
tinction between  th?m  is  fa'lacious  and' unjust. 

If  a  tax,  therefore,  on  foreign  merchandise  di- 
minish its  consumption,  domestic  produce,  which 
is  exchanged  for  that  merchandise,  is  indirectly  af- 
fected. If  we  buy  Iqss  of  the  foreigner,  he  is  com- 
pelled to  buy  leis  of  us;  if  we  cenke  to  take  that 
which  he  can  give,  the  market  for  the  products  cf 
our  own  labor  ii  lesiened  In  like  proportion.  The 
exact  degree  to  which  the  prodtfce  is  iojurtd  by  the 
customs,  cannot  be  estimated  with  certainly,  for 
trade,  when  driven  front  one  patb,  will  generally 
And  another;  but  as  the  natural  course  of  things  is 
the  most  profitable,  any  law,  which  obstructs  the 
free  intercbanee  of  commodities,  arid  aims  at  the 
est^bliiibment  of  an  artificial  .tystem,  must  be  bur- 
densome to  those  classes,  on  wht  se  industry  tbe  ex- 
periment is  made. 

Bnt,  sir,  let  us  leave  theory,  and  take  a  more 
practical  view  of  the  subj'Ct.  In  1S39  the  exports 
of  Ihe  United  States  were  valued  at  $10.3,533,891— 
of  which  $63,430,845  went  to  England,  and 
$I6,553,6S7  10  France;  in  that  year  cotton  was 
shipped  10  the  amount  of  461,238,982,  of  which 
146,137,365  went  to  Great  Britain,  and  $13,323,143 
to  Prance— $9,832,943  of  tobacco  was  exported, 
of  which  $5,36-2,331  went  lo  England,  and  $901,- 
930  to  Prance— $3,460,198  ofiice  was  tbippcd— 
$688,800  of  naval  stores,  of  which  $501,584  went 
to  England.  It  thus  appears  that  cotion,  tobacco, 
rice,  and  raval  stores,  constitute  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  tbe  exports  of  the  country,  ($74,320,933,) 
and  that  England  and  France  are  ttie  great  mar- 
kets, to  which  these  productions  are  carried.  In- 
dian corn  and  timber  would  swell  this  sum  con- 
siderably; they  are  left  out  of  tbe  calcuU'ion,  be- 
cause they  aie  not  exclusively  Ibe  product  of  tbe 
six  or  seven  States,  which  rai-e  tbe  great  amount 
above  mentioned.  The  imports  of  the  same  year 
amounted  to  $162,093,132,  of  which  $71,600,351 
came  from  England,  and  $33,284,119  from  France, 
consisting  principally  of  the  manufactures  of  wool, 
cotton,  iron,  linen,  silk,  &c.  The?e  facts  prove 
that  an  immense  trade  exists  between  the  cqantries, 
founded  on  the  mutual  wants  of  tbe  people, 
and  the  variety  of,  their  industry — a  tr«de  that 
that  would  keep  p^ce  with  tbe  increase  of  popola- 
lion,  and  the  growing  demands  of  civilized  life,  if 
not  disturbed  by  political  quackery.  England  re- 
quires the  raw  material,  but  her  climate  forbids  the 
culture.  America  needs  the  produce  of  British 
workmanship,  bnt  she  cannot  struggle  wi'h  ma- 
tured skill,  vast  capital,  and  low  wages.  Such  ties 
bind  together  tie  na'ions  of  the  eartb.  The  gifts  of 
Providence  are  widely  distributed,  perhaps,  to  show 
man  thit  his  real  idterest  and  sub.'tantial  comfort 
are  promo'e-l  by  peace  and  harmony. 

If,  for  any  purpose,  a  tax  is  laid  on  iron  and 
woollen,  so  that  the  foreign  manufacture  is  driven 
out  of  Ihe  market,  or  iis  consumption  diminished, 
the  foreigner  will  iske  less  of  cotton,  tobacco,  naval 
stores,  or  oiher  domestic  articles,  which  were  ex- 
changed for  his  own.  The  revenue  of  this  country 
is  principally  derived  from  du'ics  on  the  manufac- 
tures of  Great  Britain:  her  cotton  goods,  her  wool- 
len cloth,  her  iron,  her  gla^s,  and  her  sugar,  have 
been  the  great  objects  tf  attack — they  have  sus- 
tained the  burden  of  ihe  Federal  Government, 
though  this  very  England  consumes  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  our  domestic  produciicns.  In  aimini  a 
blow  ai  the  foreigner,  you  strikK  one  of  your  own 
citizen^  tbe  tax  collected  is  paid  by  tbe  eoosnmer, 


bat  tbe  effect  reaches  the  producer, and  all  interests 
ed  in  his  prosperity.  This  producer  is  tne  agrieok 
iurhtt  of  the  Southern  States — the  cottoa  grower, 
the  tobacco  planter,  and  ihe  getter  of  naval  stotec 
the  raiser  of  Indian.corn  is  also  concerned,  for  his 
maiket  is  among  tbe  planters,  devoted  to  other  pro- 
ducts, and  eveiy  citizen  of  those  Stales,  whatever 
may  be  his  occupation,  is  benefited  by  maintaining 
the  value  of  tbe  staples,  which  give  strength  and 
weahb  to  tbe  Southern  community. 

If  this  reasoning  be  sound,  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment indirectly  taxes  the  industry  of  a  few  States. 
This  will  bring  r.o  complaint  from  me,  whilst  the 
burden  is  reasonable,  and  the  money  is  used  for 
wise  and  constitutional  purposes.  But  taxation 
should  be  equal.  All  receive  piotection  froa 
the  Government,  and  all  enjoy  its  ineatima^ 
ble  blessings;  a  tax  is  levied  on  the  a^eal- 
iurisi,th  -ugh  his  properly  requires  oo  more  vigilance 
than  that  of  other  citizess,  and  why  should 
tbe  domestic  manufacturer  cszapet  Is  he  a  bettw 
man,  or  a  braver  soldier?  Does  he  eoniribate 
more  to  the  wedlth  of  Ihe  country?  Is  he  mui* 
liberal  in  his  means  or  policy?  And  yet  h«  is  the 
favorite  of  the  Governmeat,  living  without  taxa- 
tion, poss  ;ssing  the  home  raaikei  by  warring  againU 
foreign  articles,  and,  as'  I  will  proce<>d  to  show, 
having  the  advantage  of  free  trade  with  forel^ 
States. 

By  the  "Comprrmise  act"  of  1833,  silks  and 
linens  were  admitted  fiee  of  duty.  This  was  done, 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  planter,  fi.r  the  bene- 
fit of  the  manufacturer:  he  did  not  produce  silk  and 
linen  goods,  and  insisted  that  the  whole  tax  should 
be  laid  on  iron,  cottoh,  woollens,  and  other  neces- 
saries of  life,  because,  in  these  thing;,  he  was  a 
rival  to  tbe  foreigner.  The  consequence  is,  that 
the  trade  between  France  and  tbe  United  Stales  has 
fireatly  incr<>ased;  in  1830  ihc  silks  imported  were 
valued  at  $5,774,010;  in  1835  they  went  up  to 
$16  347,783;  in  1839  to  $31,350,669.  The  whole 
exportation  of  couon  to  France  has  also  increased, 
amoonting  in  1832  to  little  mere  than  $7,500,000, 
and  now  to  $13,333,143.  Here  is  a  powerful  ar- 
gument in  favor  of  free  trade;  restriction  is  ibe  mala- 
ria of  commerce,  its  fetid  breath  deadens  enterprise, 
and  when  it  passes  away,  every  thing;  springs  into 
life  and  actividy.  What  was  intended  to  be  a  gra- 
tuity lo  the  manufacturer,  has  become  usteful  lo  this 
cotton  planter.  France  consumes  nearly  a  fourth 
of  tbe  crop;  she  is  steadily  improving  in  skill  and 
means,  and  miy  become  ari<ral  market  to  Eng- 
land for  the  great  stapfe.  But  if  a  duty  be  im- 
posed on  line  IS  and  silks,  this  fair  prospect  may 
be  seriously  darkened;  wise  rulers  will  hesitaf;  be- 
fore they  lake  a  >tep  of  such  importance  without 
urgent  necessity. 

Glance  your  eye,  sir,  over  the  list  of  Importa- 
tions. You  will  find  that  heavy  duties  are  imposed 
on  nearly  all  the  articles  which  come  here  in  ex- 
diange  for  cotton,  tobacco,  &e.  except  worsted*, 
wines,  and  these  two,  which  are  now  selected  for 
taxation.  This  is  the  only  redeeming  featore  in 
the  system  cf  injustice;  and  yet  gentlemen  seem 
anxious  to  complete  their  work,  and  make  it  uiierlj 
hideous.  If  more  revenue  be  absolutely  necessary. 
it  i^  at  least  decent  that  Sonibern  agriculture  shonM 
not  bear  the  whole  burden;  and  I  will  direct  the  at- 
tention of  honorable  members  to  a  few  objects  that 
have  escaped  notice. 

Shoes  and  leather  are  taxed,  for  the  special  con- 
fort  of  the  tanners  and  booi  makers  of  Lynn,  in 
Massachusetts;  but  taw  hides  and  skins  come  ia 
free,  to  the  amount  of  $3,158,037:  they  are  im- 
ported from  Mexico  and  South  America,  in  ex- 
change for  ihose  manufactures,  which  the  Govern- 
ment has  so  b'JUBiifully  protected  from  European 
competition.  Dyes  to  the  amount  of  $586,450, 
mahogany  $504,826,  barilla  $150,637,  aUo  are  ad- 
mitted free  of  dutj:  they  aie  used  by  the  mano- 
faclurer;  they  com:  principally  from  Soa'hAme- 
rici,  in  exchange  for  the  work  of  tbe  favorite. 
Coffev,  valued  at  $9,744,103,  is  free:  it  comes  froa 
Brazil  and  Cubn;  the  former  is  a  great  mar!ret  for 
the  products  vC  Northern  labor,  and  the  onl>  pro- 
ductions of  the  latter  which  are  taxed  heavily  in  ihix 
country  are  sugar,  uhich  the  crcole  of  Louisiana 
wishes  to  furnish  at  a  high  price,  and  spirits,  whi£h 
our  rnleis  fear  might  entice  the  people  £rom  a  de* 
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liqious  beverage  called  *  Yankee  ram."  Teas, 
amoDQtiog  to  (3  434  594,  are  also  free:  they  come 
from  China,  in  exchange  for  specie,  and  eoiloa  ma- 
mCMtares.  In  1839,  toere  was  exported  |850,53S 
offish  to  Caba,  Hayii,  and  Sooth  America;  |6tJ0  455. 
of  oil  to  the  sama  and  the  HansK  to  vos;f  3,975,301 
of  eoMoa  gtxKls  to  Sosth  America,  priucipally; 
(178,143  of  speimaoeti  candies  to  the  same  region; 
1361840  of  fnrnituie  to  Caba,  &e.;  $453  471  of 
soap  and  candles  to  Soath  America;  $134,538  of 
iroirand  nails  to  Caba,  Ac ;  |748,863  o(  mana- 
f^ttares  9f  iron  to,  Soath  Amarica  and  Caba, 
Ac  Ac;  and  il97,]62  of  ganpowder  to  Bdez- 
iop  and  Sonln  America.  Nutmegs,  pepper, 
cocoa,  m  a  considerable  amoani,  come  m  free  Irom 
HoUanil  and  Soath  America.  Without  going 
fsriiicr  into  detail,  it  will  be  seen  that  many  ether, 
articles,  be&ides  wine,  sillc,  and  linens,  are  admit- 
ted free  of  doty;  bat  they  are  esseniial  to  the  fac- 
tories, or  come  in  return  for  ihe  prodacts  of  mana- 
Caetnriag  labor,  and  this  may  be  a  good  reason  to 
eontiaoe  the  boanty.  More  than  two  thirds  of.  the 
imports  f^om  England  are  taxed,  and  oaeJbird  of 
these  from  France,  whilst  ihe  merchandise  from 
other  cooairies  is  admitted  on  more  favorable 
terms  er  eatiiely  free;  the  eommerae,  in  which  the 
agncaltoial  States  of  the  South  are  most  deeply  in- 
terested, is  shackled  and  embarrassed,  whilst  tliat 
wliicto  is  carried  on  by  the  indtistry  of  ether  sec- 
tions, is  placed  on  the  most  liberal  footing.  And 
thii  is  done  by  a  Oeveroment  established  for  the 
wlwie  Union.  Sir,  I  will  not  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Bb^ckekiudgr]  to  tell  his 
eenstitoeats  that  good  policy  and  fair  dealing  for- 
Hd  (OCh  tegfsIatioD;  it  might  be  eons.derrd  mde, 
as  they  doubtless  think  it  just  to  tax  the  whole 
world  for  iheir  own  benefit.  But  I  was  grieved  and 
astoimdtd  to  hear  the  honorable  member  from  Soa'h 
Carolina  [Mr.  Tromkjn;]  he  has  volanteerrd  to 
lay  a  harden  en  those  whom  he  represents,  and  he 
will  bespattered  wiih  praise  for  his  magm  nimity— 
bnt,  sir,  it  is  a  virtqe  that  he  has  ^o  right  to  prac- 
tise, nniil  he  is  prepared  to  defray  the  whole  cost. 

The  excuse  for  taxing  wines^  silks,  and  linen»,  is 
that  they  are  laxuries.  The  gentUman  from  Geor- 
gia [Mr.  Nisbet]  talked  of  the  rich  man,  riding  in 
his  carriage  and  flaonting  in  silk.  Such  langoue 
gave  me  pain;  it  may  blind  the  people  of  Qaorgu, 
bat  it  cannot  ejtalt  the  reputation  of  the  gentleman. 
A  tax  on  the  rich  will  not  benefit  the  poor;  the  fine 
lady  Will  use  silk,  tbouiih  its  price  be  increASfd, 
bat  a  heavy  duty  will  debar  the  less  wealthy 
from  siuh  apparel.  But  this  cry  proceeds 
fiom  a  source,  that  honest  men  will  Mistrust 
—it  comes  from  those  who  es'.ablished  and 
fastened  on  the  country  tho  restrictive  system. 
Mr.  Ciar  was  the  author  of  the  act  of  1834,  and 
Mr.  WsBSTsa  was  the  champion  of  the  law  of 
1438;  by  the  former  a  tax  of  33^  per  cent,  ai  vUy 
rtm  was  placed  on  woollens,  31  cents  per  sqnare 
jud  on  caiton  bagging,  3  cents  per  pound  on  cables 
and  other  iron,  5  cents  per  pound  on  nails,  30  per 
oenu  mi  vaUmm  on  scythes,'  spader,  knives,  shovels 
— bv  the  latter  the  duty  on  woollen?  was  increased 
to  45  per  cent,  ad  wioriTn,  an  addilionsi  lax  of  10 
per  Cent,  ai  valorem  was  pat  on  axes,  drawing 
Knives,  adass,  10  cenlaper  gallon  on  molasses,  and 
bjr  this  or  the  a«t  of  1833, 10  eents^  per  bushel  on 
salt,  and  31  cents  on  brown  sugar.  '  These  things 
were  done  to  benefit  the  manufacturers  of  Lowell, 
tfte  iron  monger  of  Pittsburgh,  the  grower  of  hemp 
ia  Kentucky,  and  the  sugar  planter  of  Louitiana: 
the  poor  were  taxed  for  their  blanke's,  for  theprdi- 
VKJ  comforis  of  life,  for  the  utensils  which  gaia 
their  livelihood,  and  the  righu  of  all  were  tram- 

Knader  foot  to  gratify  ambition  and  cupidity. 
bare  memory  of  such  acta  mnst  fiU  every 
mond  heart  with  indignation;  ilie  authors  will  find 
it  difficult  to  assume  the  guardianship  of  the  poor, 
tbt  professions  will  not  save  them  from  suspicion. 
Bai,  tb,  I  an  willing  to  lay  the  greatest  burden  on 
l«stiri«a^  asd,  to  test  the  sincerity  of  gentlemen,  I 
aric  them  to  lower  the  tax  on  necessaries;  let  the 
rt«b  pay  well  for  silks,  linens,  and  wines,  and  per- 
mit coaiBs  wcoUens,  salt,  molasws,  and  iron  to 
eo9ein  .wiiiwai  any  daty.  Will  oar  oppcmeata 
agne  to  this  proposiiioni  Will  they  do  any  thiag 
tut  is  really  beneficial  to  the  poorer  dassest  No, 
sir,  no;  the  cry  about  latttrin  is  a  mere  plea  for 
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getliikx  money,  to  squander  on  f  tecti->ni?ettng  pro- 
jects. II',  however,  gentlemen  pref'-ranotbK-r  prin- 
ciple, let  an  od  •alor<in  duty  of  10  per  cent,  be  laid 
on  all  importations,  whether  necesMuries  or  luxuries; 
a  common  feature  should  pervade  our  tystrm  of 
taxation;  we  ought  not  lo  legislate  againsta  luxury 
to-day,  and  make  war  to-morruw  on  the  common 
neeesisaries  of  lif<>,  er  the  Gtovemment  should  re- 
cogniss  no  distinction,  and  put  all  on  ihe  same  foot- 
in<t.  If  1  am  not  mistaken,  the  norther;)  capitalist 
is  beginning  to  manufacture  silk  goods;  the  d<y  is 
past  when  he  can  boldly  ask  for  ptutectioo,  bnt  if 
a  doty  cjuld  be  laid,  under  any  pretence  whatever, 
the  infant  factories  would  swell  into  great  e$- 
lablishmeaLo,  and  the  whole  people  woald  contri- 
bate  10  his  wealth.  This  may  be  one  of  the  secret 
springs  of  the  hypocritical  movement  fot  the  relief 
of  the  poor. 

Mr.  Chairman,  an  attempt  haa  been  made  |o  di- 
vide the  friends  of  free  irade,  by  appeal'n  j  to  the 
selfishness  of  tlie  tobacco  planter.  We  are  told 
thai  a  duty  of  75  cents  per  pound  is  levied  on  to-  . 
baeco  in  England,  and  that  Franco  prohibits  the 
article,  except  a  certain  qoamiiy  for  the  King,  who 
derives  a  large  revenae  from  its  sale;  these  facts 
are  considered  soand  reasons  for  taxing  wines, 
silks,  and  linens,  in  order  to  force  England  and 
France  to  admit  tobacco  on  more  liberal  terms.  If 
there  was  the  (lightest  probability  of  open  ng  the 
market,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  impose  couoter- 
vailiog  duties;  but  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land to  mention  a  single  inslanee  where  they  hate 
succeeded.  '1  bese  nations  themselves  have  been 
waging  a  commercial  warfare  for  centuries  their 
statnie  books  are  full  of  the  most  absiud  regula- 
tions, iojarious  to  both  parties,  and  now,  when  the 
error  is  seen,  Ihey  cannot  be  touched,  because  great 
interests  are  dependent  on  the  permaneaey  of  the 
laws.  Ehigland  and  Franca  are  enormoasly  in- 
debied,  and  they  mutt  impose  heavy  taxes  to  pay 
the  inieresi.  Does  the  mentber  from  Maryland 
expect  tobacco  to  be  favored,  when  almost  every 
thing  thing  that  is  eaten,  drunken,  or  tised  in  thoje 
eonotrie-'',  is  gtievonsly  bnrdsnedl  Perhaps  Eng- 
land considers  tobacco  a  "iuxnry,"  and  think*  it 
right  that  her  aristocracy  should  pay  for  the  enjoy- 
ment; or  she  views  it  ai  a  poison,  whose  use  is 
d'stiuctive  10  health  and  cleanliness,  aad should  be 
discouraged.  The  climate  of  Oreat  Biitain  is 
good  for  tobacco,  bnt  its  culture  was  forbidden 
more  than  one  hundred  years  ago.  This  cir- 
cumstance may  throw  light  on  her  policy, 
and  warn  gentlemen  of  the  danger  of  eoa- 
verting  a  consumer  into  a  rival  producer. 
Nov,  sir,  is  there  much  hope  of  driving  France 
and  England  from  their  ancient  policy?  Nego- 
tiation may  ultimately  suceeed,  but  the  pride 
of  those  firm  and  gallant  nations  will  be  kindled  at 
any  measure.,  which  bears  the  aspect  of  constraint, 
and  the  trade  may  be  still  farther  thackled.  Sup- 
pose, however,  that  retaliatory  duties  should  not 
be  successful,  and  then  the-  tax  on  wines,  silks, 
and  linens  will  become  a  real  injury  to  the  planter; 
these  are  some  of  the  articles  which  come  in  ex- 
tihange  for  tobacco,"  and,  if  their  consumption  be 
diminished,  the  foreigner  will  be  less  able  to  pur- 
chase the  domestic  product.  So  that  in  striving  to 
gel  more,  we  may  lote  the  advantages  alieady  pos- 
sessed. 

Bat  in  qaarreling  about  tobacco,  we  may  bring 
down  the  value  of  another  great  staple.  France 
and  England  will  take  cotton  in  exchange  for  iheir 
productions,  and  is  it  wise  or  just  to  embarrass 
a  tradr,  that  is  matnally  beneficial,  because  the  ru- 
hrs  of  Europe  will  not  also  receive  tobaccol  Sir, 
this  would  not  be  dissimilar  to  the  opium  war  on 
China.  The  universal  demand  for  ihe  gccat  ex- 
port, may  be  a  blessing  confwred,  in  recompense 
for  the  deadly  climate  wbtre  it  grows,  and  I  feel 
snre  that  the  tobaece  planter  will  net  grumble  at 
the  preference,  or  wish  to  pursue  a  dangerous  po- 
licy at  the  risk  of  injuring  another  citizen.  It  can- 
not be  that  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  the  £iirest 
portion  of  my  oUn  Slate,  will  desert  the  princi- 
ples for  which  they  have  long  straggled;  the  gilded 
bait  now  presented  is  a  deception  of  the  enemy,  to 
lure  them  from  the  safe  ground  heretofore' occupied. 
The  onlsid^sfair,bttt  within  is  concealed  the  instru- 
ment that  will  drug  them  to  deSlfnetion.  If  out  ranks 


be  broken,  and  the  Government  once  more  brgia 
to  reculaie  indosiry,  the  stronger  interests  will 
rule  according  to  their  passions  and  their  appetiiei: 
ihe  bisiory  of  the  past  ia  an  index  lo  the  fumre,  and 
Ihe  tarifis  of  1S34  and  1828  show  what  may  be  ex- 
pected f^om  those  who  are  hungry  and  ihir6ty  after  ' 
plnnt'er. 

Tbt  principal  object  of  these  taxing  scheines,  ii  , 
to  prppsre  the  way  for  dividing  the  proceeds  of  the  ' 
public  land-!  among  the  States.  Whrn  Virginia  . 
ceded  the  Northwestern  Territory  in  1734,  she  de- 
clared that  '  the  lands  shall  be  cunaideted  a  earn- 
mon/and  for  the  use  aod  benefit  of  such  of  the 
Uoit.d  States,  a<i  have  l>;eoae  or  shall  b'^come 
members  of  the  Confederation  or  Federal  alliance 
of  the  said  Stales,  Virginia  inclusive,  acoordtng  to 
their  ustial  respective  proportions  ia  the  general 
charge  and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  fait^fiiUji 
and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  pnrpoje,  and  for 
no  other  parpose  whatsoever."  At  that  time,  be- 
fi>r«  the  existence  of  the  present  Constitution,  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  was  supplied  by 
assessment  on  the  Sla'e:,  i|i  proportion  to  the  land 
tax  of  eath,  and  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  idea  of 
a  general  fund  should  be  connected  with  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  usually  raised.  This  ex- 
plains  the  -langaage  in  the  latter  part  of  ihc  para- 
graph above  qnotrd,  "according  tu  their  usual  re- 
spective proportions  in  tbe  general  charge  and  ex- 
penditarr,"  which  has  been  seized  on  as  an  anlho* 
riiy  for  giving  to  the  States  the  proceeds  of  the 
land.  A  mind  anxious  for  truth,  and  not  in 
search  of  an  excuse  for  bad  p.'licy,  will  be  satisfied 
that  tbe  expret^ion  "common  fund,"  evinces  tbe 
intention  of  Virginia  to  grant  this  Territory  to  the 
Slates  a  nation,  not  as  separate  commaoiiie<. 
From  the  lime  of  the  cession,  down  to  a  very  late 
period,  this  opinion  was  universally  euteriained, 
and  its  contrary  is  not  heard  of ,  till  poUicians  be- 
gan to  think  it  a  good  instrument  for  delusion  and 
bribery.  The  grant  of  Virginia  cxtendel  only  to 
the  sovereignty  of  the  country;  the  land  itrelf  be- 
longed to  the  aborigiaes,  it  was  purchased  from  them 
by  this  Qoveniment,  paid  for  by  taxes  levied 
at  the  enstom-honse,  and  in  every  view  most 
be  considered  a  national  property.  BOi  that  por- 
tion of  the  Northwestern  Territory  which  remains 
unsold,  is  very  small  in  comparison  to  the  im- 
mense domain  which  was  acquired  from  France; 
and  yet  honorable  members  who  use  the  cession  of 
Virginia  as  an  argument,  do  not  dist'n^uii-h,  and 
intend  to  apply  the  same  principle  of  d  s-nbutios 
to  the  whole  of  that  vast  region.  Whatever  pre- 
tence, therefore,  may  be  set  forth,  aod  however  la- 
borious aeotlemen  may  be  to  disguise  the  real  cha- 
racter .of  this  measure,  it  conceals  a  doctrine  of 
great  magnitude  and  of  momentous  coc^eqaences. 
Sir,  is  it  constitutional,  or  is  it  proper,  that  Con- 
gress should  collect  money  for  the  S  ate  Legi«la- 
turesl  These  are  the  qoestions  involved  in  this 
■discas.«on,  and  it  is  unworthy  of  a  statesman  to 
evade  them,  for  th«  decision  most  deeply  aScct  the 
destiny  of  onr  institutions. 

Toe  Federal  Qovemment  was  established  for  the 
purposed  declared  in  the  Coastitaiiob;  it  was  au- 
thorized to  "regulate  commerce,",  "to  declare 
war,"  "to  raise  armies,"  "to  maintain  a  navy," 
"to  provide  for  the  common  defence,"  &c.;  all 
poweia  not  delegated  are  reserved  to  the  States, 
and  tt  was  designed  that  all  the  duties  of  Oovem- 
meat,  not  imposed  On  Congress,&honld  be  performed 
by  the  local  Li^latute.  The  excellence  of  the 
sjrstem  Spends  on  keeping  each  of  these  agents  in 
its  prescribed  orbit.  ■  If  the  central  body  draw  lu 
itself  what  specially  belongs  lo  the  smaller  crea- 
tions, ur  if  these  gt'asp  at  the  means  which  give 
vigor  and  efficiency  to  the  great  head,  the  whe'e 
Qovemment  will  be  thrown  into  confusion.  The 
Constitution  does  not  empower  Congress  lo  become 
a  Ux  gatherer  for  the  State  Legislatures,  and  it  \x. 
net  necessary  that  we  should  assume  this  respecta- 
ble position,  for  the  same  authority  is  niven  to  both, 
though  the  forms  may  be  diflfereni;  and  if  money 
be  needed  for  sectional  objects,  it  ought  to  be  levied 
by  the  local  Government.  But  a  great  argoer 
[Mr.  Webster]  has  said  that  Congre.u  has  power 
to  "dispose  of  tbe  territory  of  the  Onited  States," 
without  any  limitation,  and  therefore  we  can  set  on 
this  subject  according  to  our  own  discretion.  If  thi'« 
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be  sound  reasojiiog,  it  is  constitaik>nal  for  as  to' 
to  borrow  muney,  and  give  it  to  the  kiogdomof 
France,  for  the  powtr  lo  borrow  is  aho  UDlimited. 
The  irae  method  of  consiroiDg  the  f acred  coiapact 
of  cor  faibers,  is  to  take  an  eoIarKcd  view  of 
the  whole  ia»trnmeDt;  the  sabordinaie  grant; 
are  aoeillary  to  the  great  objec';  the  power  of 
taxaiion  was  conferred  to  effect  the  main  parp'^MS 
t>f  the  Federal  GoTernment,  and  in  "dirposing"  of 
natinnnt  prnprity,  we  are  bound  lo  thi^  of  na\iaaal 
doties,  and  O  refrain  from  interfering  wiih  local 
altairs,  huweter  rxpedieat  it  may  ceem  to  be.  In 
ibeir  zeal  lo  appropriate  the  public  domain,  and 
adiieve  a  parly  iriamph,  gentlemen  shoald  remem- 
\nt  that  ihe  procf  eJing«  of  lo-day  will  be  en  ex- 
ample for  to-morrow;  a  false  eonsiraciton  of  oar 
great  charter  may  be  the  basis  of  faiate  schemes, 
repognant  lo  the  spirit  of  the  eoniract,  and  hostile 
to  the  imprests  and  feelings  of  large  minori^es  of 
the  people. 

Toal  portion  of  the  opposite  party,  which  boldly 
avows  iis  principles,  and  is  not  ashamed  of  its  Irae 
name,  I  stnceirly  respect;  from  the  remainder,  that 
is  Federal  in  doctrine  and  Republican  in  profes- 
sion, that  is  endeavoiing  to  cheat  ihe  conn' ry  by 
tricks  andderices,  we  baTcnotmoeh  to  hope.  The 
former  teeks  to  sttecgihen  this  Qovernment,  by 
mabirg  ihr  States  dependent  on  i'.t  boanty!  formerly 
ihe  plan  was  to  rncrosch  on  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Stales,  bat  sow  they  are  invited  lo  assault  ibecen. 
tral  GoTemment,  and  .^eize  its  property.  When  the 
Lfgi:>latures  las'e  of  the  public  bind,  do  gentlemen 
suppose  that  the  appetite  ior  spoil  will  be  sitiatedl 
May  not  other  demagogues  oulstrip  their  teachers, 
and  reqnire  a  still  greater  share  of  the  Natiooal 
Treacurjl  The  Danaides  were  condemned  tu  the 
endless  task  of  pi>aring  water  into  a  leaky  ves.tel, 
and  a  similar  fa'e  will  attend  os,  if  thirsty  patriots 
increase  in  number  with  the  usual  rapidity.  Is  it 
wise,  then,  for  the  brnest  friends  of  a  safe  and 
efficient  G[overnment  to  threw  away  its  means, 
and  impair  iis  necessary  sirengih?  Perhaps  they 
suppose  that  depletion  will  render  iadispsusable 
their  favorite  measare— a  protective  tariff.  And 
is  ihis  the  way  to  make  the  Government  strong,  to 
Az  it  deep  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  to  create  in 
us  love  and  reverence  for  the  work  of  our  fathers'! 
No,  sir.  Congress  only  becomes  a  tool  of  the  domi- 
nant majority;  it  is  nied  for  vicious  design's;  and 
theugh  one  section  may  receive  the  shower  of  gold, 
anoiber  is  bordened  and  oppressed. 

But  is  this  an  auspicioiis  period  for  the  pot'cy  of 
d!$lribntion1  In  order  to  cast  odium  on  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  gentlemen  have  drawn  a  sombre  pictnre  of 
our  condition;  according  to  Ihem,  the  Tiea^ury  is 
in  pel  feet  chats, -the  army  d  sorganized,  the  navy 
rolling,  the  Government  heavily  indebted,  and  yd 
they  wi;h  to  dissipate  the  public  revenue.  Look 
abroad,  sir,  at  the  events  which  are  transpiring  in 
other  quarters  of  the  globe;  France,  armed  to  the 
teeth,  iocrea-sing  iier  marine,  and  iadulgiog  in 
dieam!of  g'ganiic  ambition — Great  Britain,  dic- 
tating to  Europe,  plundering  Asia,  and  arrogantly 
seaiehiogourown  i-hips  on  the  high  se:is.  At  a  mo- 
ment England  coa'd  pounce  on  Cuba,  and  annoy  the 
whole  Souihern  coast,  or  a  fleet  of  ber  steamships 
might  anchor  lu  the  haibnr  of  New  York,  before 
the  b!ow  was  even  snspec:ed.  Are  we  prepared  lo 
reptl  aggression?  Have  we  availed  ourselves  of 
the  great  improvements  in  naval  science?  No,  sir, 
American  statesmen  are  too  I  n-^y  with  l^e  petty 
Nchemes  of  persoLal  agi;randi^cment— they  hunt  af- 
ter populaiily  as  if  it  vere  ib?  philosopher's  stone 
— and  they  are  now  striving  to  bribe  the  country 
wiih  that  money,  whIcK  should  be  devoted  to  its 
nroiectioot  Shame,  shame  en  sacb  agrarian  pro- 
jects ! 

The  annual  income  from  the  pablie  lands  may 
be^3  000,000,  and  if  it  be  given  to  the  Legisla- 
ture.', the  whole  result  ir,  that  ooe  agent  Is  ex- 
changed for  another,  and  ihe  people  themselves  do 
Dot  leeeive  the  benefi*.  Pennsylvania  might  get 
(300.000,  and  sotce  wunid  call  >his  a  gratuity,  for 
which  hoEor  and  glory  shou'd  be  awarded  to  ihe 
man,  who  has  discovered  a  new  process  of  acquir- 
ing ncney.  But  if  this  fund  be  taken  from  the 
Tiea'.ury,  its  place  mnsi  be  'applied  by  new  taxes, 
or  oU  burdens  will  remain,  from  which  the  country 
•ughV  to  be  lelievcd-    Peboiylvania  will  pay  back 


to  the  Unitfcd  States  as  much  as  she  receives;  her 
people  will  be  taxed  lo  return  m  ney  which  we 
gave  to  the  L^gii-latDriS,  and  nj  one  bat  a  dema- 
gogue can  see  the  wirdi'm  of  this  operaiioB.  The 
share  of  North  Carolina  might  be  |100,000,  and 
ihe  honest  people  of  that  ancient  Cummun  wealth 
are  made  to  believe;  that  this  comes  from  the  abun- 
dant generosity  of  someboJy  unknown;  whilst,  in 
reality,  their  salt,  ircn,  sogar,  jnolasses,  cloth,  &c. 
are  highly  taied  at  the  cu>to.Ti»-house,  lo  enable 
this  Government  to  transfer  a  portion  of  its  reve- 
nue to  the  rulers  of  the  States.  The  deception  ibns 
practised  is  a  great  objection  to  this  scheme:  if  the 
tax  payers,  knew  whence  the  money  was  derived, 
or  directly  telt  ihe  hand  that  was  rummaging  their 
pockets,  they  would  be  more  watchful  of  the  politi- 
cians who  control  the  local  p  iwers,  and  would  > 
huld  them  to  Ihe  strictest  accountability.  But  if 
Feieral  policy  prevails,  we  shall  behold  a  uni- 
versal scene  of  fraud  and  imposition;  the  facili'y 
of  getting  the  people's  mcney,  without  being 
caaght,  will  open  the  door  to  the  wildest  schemes 
of  ezpenditnre,  and  ihe  poor  creatures,  who  hang 
about  the  legislative  hall,  seeking  pay  for  dirty  ser- 
vices, will  receive  an  ample  share  of  the  pablie 
property.  Why  do  we  hear  the  groans  that  come 
np  from  every  portion  of  the  land,  «n  aecoant  of 
debt?  Credit  has  been  too  easy,  and  tbs  people, 
not  feeliDg  any  immeiliatc  harden,  did  not  perceive 
the  weight  that  every  day 'ii  miscendocbwas  accu- 
mulating. Such  will  be  the  issae  of  any  contri- 
vance to  blind  the  country;  the  honest,  and  ir.anly 
way  is  to  tell  Ihe  truth,  and  to  scorn  ihe  political 
legerdemain  which  has  become  a  favorite  substitaie 
for  virtue  and  intelligence. 

Mr.  Chairman,!  did  hope  that  this  ses»on  would 
be  devoted  to  busioess.  For  years,  the  bitter  con- 
flict of  party  spirit  has  consumed  the  time  of  this 
House,  and  made  us  overlook  the  serious  duties  of 
legislation.  The  country  needs  repose,  and  if  the 
promises  of  the  late  canvass  were  remembered, 
there  would  be  a  anion  of  spirit  and  feeling  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  the  whole  nation.  Bat,  sir, 
economy  is  never  mentioned,  eztraragance  has 
ceased  to  be  frightful,  reform  is  the  subject  of  ridi- 
cule, and  the  majority  of  this  House  are  taunted 
with  parsimony,  because  we  are  sincerely  anxious 
to  curtail  expenses,  and  avoid  the  necessity  of  new 
taxation.  The  member  from  Maine  [Mr.  Evans] 
boldly  contends  that  the  expendilnre  hat  not  been 
too  largf-;  the  gentleman  from  New  York  sk<-iche3 
a  magnificeni  picture  of  iroprovemen's  to  be  made; 
whilst  their  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell] 
genily  chides  them  for  being  so  open-montbed,  but 
does  not  commit  himself  in  favor  of  economy,  and 
complains  of  all  things  which-  his  opponents  are 
endeavoring  to  do.  These  are  ominous  signs — 
they  exhibit  a  sordid  hankering  after  patronage, 
and  shadow  forth  the  eareer  which  honorable  geo- 
ilemen  intend  to  pursue.  The  tumult  of  one  elec- 
tion has  scarcely  subsided,  wh-n  preparations  are 
made  for  another  conflict  of  a  yet  mnre  vindictive 
character.  The  coming  Administration  is  consi- 
dered but  the  herald  of  one  iha:  is  mightier  and 
prouder  than  his  representative:  its  influence  will 
be  used,  its  offices  will  be  distributed,  and  its  mea- 
sures will  be  directed  lo  elevate'  the  man,  who 
brought  it  into  existence.  Sir,  is  the  country  no- 
thing, are  th:  peo;<le  nothing,  that  poliiToians  have 
the  audacity  to  make  these  selfish  arrangements, 
without  reference  lo  the  jslnry  and  well-being  of  the 
Republic?  Such  daring  innovations,  and  teckleis 
tampering  with  great  interests,  are  worse  than  the 
mommery,  the  imb<ciliiy,  and  pompoos  parade, 
that  nonr  disgrace  Ihe  land.  Bui,  if  lh«<e  fore- 
bodings prove  unfoaoded,  and  the  new  Pres'i.'ent 
shall  think  and  act  for  the  whole  nation,  and  not 
for  a  clique  or  a  particular  section,  no  member  of 
this  House  will  give  him  a  more  ciieerfal  sopjiort 
than  myself. 

SPEECH  OF  MR  62NT0N, 

Op  Miss  dei. 

In  Sknate,  Tuesday,  January  36,  1841. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent. prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  Ue  pab- 
lie lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  enltivate  the  same, 
and  raist  a  log  cabin  thereon,  was  taken  np,  and 


btviog  heen  read  throagh,  the  question  being  oa 
the  motion  of  Mr.  CarrTCNOBti  to  recommit  Iha 
biU,  with  iuiiiiuciioas  to  report  a  bill  for  the  distd- 
button  of  Ihe  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  Ihe  pnUie 
lands  among  the  States. 

Mr.  MANGUM  addressed  the  Senate  at  nuh 
length  in  opposition  lo  thabill,  and  in  Cavor  of  Ihe 
recommitment. 

Mr.  BENTON  lose  in  r«ply,  not  to  the  Senator 
who  had  just  taken  his  seat^  [Mr.  Mahoom,]  bat 
in  reply  to  a  Senator  who  had  spoketi  on  Sctarday, 
[Mr.  WxBercn,]  and  who  on  Ibatday  had  amended 
an  argament  in  favor  of  the  land  distrihaiioa  bill, 
which  he  had  nsed  on  Thursday.  On  that  day  he  [Mr. 
W.]  retted  the  whole  argument  in  favor  of  Ihe  eonsti- 
laiional  pcwer  of  Congress  to  pass  the  bill,  on  the 
terms  and  condiiions  of  the  cession  ads  and  deeds 
from  the  different  States.  He  relied'  on  nothlnf 
else.  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  replied  to  him  on  the  spot, 
showing  Ihe  ntier  inadequacy  of  this  argamoat— 
showing  that  it  did  not  cover  the  bill,  or  haidljr 
touch  it— that  the  bill  applied  to  all  the  lands  of  the 
United  Sta'e^ — those  purchased  from  Spain  and 
France,  as  well  as  tiiose  acquired  from  the  States. 
The  answer  was  coneltlsivr;  it  was  mathematieal; 
il  was  the  logic  of  the  exact  sciences;  and  every 
one  saw  its  effect.  It  pot  an  end  to  the  debatri 
aod,  to  all  appearance,  it  bad  put  an  end  to  the 
question.  Thus  the  debate  of  Thursday  termi- 
nated. 

On  Saturday  the  Senator  from  Massaehnsstts  re- 
newed the  discussion,  and  amended  his  argnment. 
He  brought  forwatd  new  matter,  which  had  escaped 
his  view  on  Thaisday.  H«  took  a  new  position, 
eslabliihing  himself  on  that  cUaae  ia  Ihe  Constita- 
tion  which  authorizes  Congress  to  dispose  of  the 
territory  of  the  United  States.  Upon  this  ciaiue  be 
took  position,  and  deduced  from  it  a  new  argameU 
in  favor  of  the  d  sinbuiion  bill,  broad  enough  to 
cover  all  the  lands,  come  from  where  they  Height, 
but  not  valid  enough  to  stand  examination.  He 
deduced  from  it  an  onlimited  authority  in  CongreH 
to  4i$pose  not  merely  of  the  lands,  bat  of  the  lead 
revenue  itself,  according  to  its  will  and  pleasure, 
without  cither  guide  or  restraint  from  the  Constila- 
tion.  He  made  Congress  absolute  over  ihal  bmneh 
of  the  revemie,  discriminating  it  from  custom-faonae 
and  internal  revenue,  and  making  it  a  fund  for  the 
unlimited  exercise  of  legisUiive  discretion.  The 
argument  was  a  staitliog  one,  wholly  foreign  to 
the  natare  of  our  powers,  and  vesting  Congress 
with  the  same  power  over  the  whole  property  of 
the  United  States,  which  vas  claimed  for  the 
lands.  This  was  immediately  shown  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Oliio,  [Mr.  Allen,]  who  pointed  to  Ihe 
words  of  the  Constitution,  and  showed  that  the 
word  territory  was  coupled  with  that  of  other  ^o- 
per;y,  so  tbar,  if  CoDgress  had  unlimited  aathority 
over  the  lands,  it  also  had  it  over  all  ihe  other  pro- 
perty of  Ihe  Union.  This  was  a  startling  view  of 
the  new  argnment,  both  for  the  immensity  oS  the 
property  it  would  cover — the  whole,  in  fact,  which 
the  Government  owns,  or  may  own — and  die  arbi- 
trary, despotic  nalare  of  the  power  which  it  claiM- 
ed  for  Cmigress.  I  nadertake  to  add  nmhlBc  io 
the  view  which  that  Senator  prejented  in  hie  laal* 
non<  reply,  bat  proceed  to  expose  ihe  faltaef  of 
the  new  argument  under  a  different  aspeet.. 

And,  first,  Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  Knark  apoi 
thefallacjr  of  ihesensein  which  a  t«nn,  riial  to 
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Ibe  atianeat,  is  consumly  ascd  here,  and  eke- 
wkert.    It  ia  the  term  cessioo,  u  applied  te  ike 
acts  and  deeds  by  wbich  Virginia,  Georgia,  abd 
aome  other  States,  eonreyed  their  rights  in  these 
Uttda  to  the  Oeaerar  GoTernment    That  term  is 
•enstaatly  aied  hi  the  sense  of  gift,  gtmtaity,  dona- 
tion; and  that  not  in  relation  to  /arisdietion,  or  a 
light  of  pnrehase  from  4>e  Indians,  bat  in  relaiion 
to  ibftsoU  itself— in  reUiion  to  the  land  itself— 
whieh  is  cnpposed  thoi  to  hare  been  grataiiousty 
bestoved.    This  i<  a  mistake — an  error — a  fallacy 
T— an  illosion.    The  eeding  Slaves  ceded  no  Ixnd— 
gan  no  Umi — (xnveyed  no  Umi,  to  the  General 
Oorernment.    They  eeded  nothing  bnt  that  which 
tbey  bad;  and  they  had  nothing  in  these  lands  bat 
the  right  of  pnrehuing  them  from  the  Indians,  or 
die  right  of  eonqoest  in  the  event  of  hosiiiiiies. 
From  the  time  of  William  Penn,  this  is  all  that  the 
granteet  of  the  crovn,  the  colonirs,  or  the  States, 
have  claimed  in  the  Indian  land  eoTered  by  their 
gnals  or  ehartera.  Bach  for  itself  claimed^e  right 
of  acqnitition  of  that  which  wa«  wiibin  its  limiir;  and 
this  right  of  acquisition  is  all  that  the  ceding  States 
eoald  convey,  or  did  eonTcy,  to  ih<i  United  States. 
Tbey  conveyed  noihiog  bnt  the  right  of  purchase; 
and  this  has  been  the  nnderstandiDg  of  all  the  par- 
lies—the States,  the  lodians,  and  the  Federal  Go- 
tremmeat— flrom  the  first  day  of  the  cessions  to  the 
present  hoar.    Never,  in  a  single  instance,  has  Ibe 
Fccleral  Govenment  occupied  oce  foot  of  this 
groand  antll  after  it  was  parchased  from  the  Indian 
tribe  which  claimed  it.    Never  has  she  sold  an 
acre  nntil  she  had  first  boaght  it  of  the  Indians;  and 
where  they  have  refused  to  sell,  she  has  refused  to 
distarb  their  possession,  aad  either  waited  their  time, 
and  their  price,  as  in  the  ca;e  of  the  Cherokee 
lands  in  the  Southern  Slates;  or  became  their  agent 
to  sell  the  whole  fo^  their  benefit,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Chickasaw  lands  in  the  Stale  of  Missisa'ppL 
This  is  the  ezaet  stale  of  all  these  cessions;  so  that 
It  is  indubitably  true  thai,  so  far  as  land  is  con* 
cemed,  and  that  is  the  only  thing  which  the  present 
question  (ouches,  the  United  S'a>e&  is  a  purchaser 
ftom  the  Indians,  and  not  a  donee  from  the  Siatea. 
She  holds  nnder  Indian  treaties,  and  not  under 
Slate  cessionf .    The  same  with  the  Florida  and 
Louisiana  acqaisitions.  We  acquired  from  Prance 
•ad  Spain  precisely  what  we  had  acquired  from 
the  States — the  same,  and  nothing  more  nor  less. 
We  obtained  jarisdiciioa  over  the  ceded  territory, 
and  acquired  the  right  of  pnichase  from  the  Indians. 
We  have  taken  possession  of  no  ground,  not  an 
acre,  in  Florida  or  Louisiana,  until  porehased  from 
the  Indians  who  claimed  it.    We  have  acted  by 
the  lands  cedel  by  France  and  Spain  pieci'ely  as 
we  have  acted  by  those  eeded  by  the  Stales.    We 
liave  boaght  them  from  their  Indian  owners,  or 
efauman's,  before  we  (oaehed  them.  They  all  coAe 
to  as,  so  far  as  we  have  acquired  them,  in  the  same 
manner— by  Indian  treaties,  and  not  by  foreign 
treaties— by  purchases  from  the  Indianr,  and  not 
by  cessions  from  the  crowns  of  Fnnce  and  Spain. 
Tbos,  sir,  all  the  lands  of  the  United  States  are 
held  by  the  same  (enure,  and  acquired  in  the  same 
iBode.    All  our  proprietary  rights  are  the  same! 
they  are  all  held  by  purchase,  and  all  paid  for  by 
■mamj  lalmi  oat  of  the  treasury  of  the  Union, 

All  onr  aeqaisitioas  we  purchases,  and  burge  is 
the  amonat  which  has  been  paid  for  them:  to 
Franee,  fifteen  millions  of  dollars{  to  Spain,  five 
allUoM;  M  the  Indians,  eigfa^-fiy*  iiailliDDs;  to 


some  «f  the  States  Urge  snms,  as  to  Oeoigia,  lu 
which  Slate  the  F<>deial  Government  paid  a  great 
sum,  besides  eztingai?hing,  for  her  benefit,  at  a 
great  cost,  the  Cherokee  title  within  her  limits. 
Eighty  .fire  millions  ii  the  purchase  money  paid  to 
the  Indians  alone,  besides  annniiies  yet  to  run,  and 
other  indeoraiiie!',  amounting  now  to  aboDt 
|775,000  per  annum.  Four  handred  and  forty- 
two  millions  of  acres  is  the  quantity  thus  purchased 
from  the  Indians;  eigh'y-fire  millions  the  amount 
paid  to  them,  besides  Ibe  runniDg  annoitier;  lwen> 
ty  millions  paid  to  France  and  Spain,  and  several 
millions  to  Gkorgia  for  the  right  of  purchase:  in 
all,  above  one  handred  and  ten  millions  paid  for 
these  lands.  Now,  where  did  all  Ibis  money  come 
from?  Sir,  it  came  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
,Uailed  Stales,  and  has  not  yet  been  reimbursed  to 
it;  for  the  sa'es  of  the  Itnis  have  not  been  equal  to 
he  cost  of  their  acqaintloa  and  managcmeat. 

Can  we  distribute  cnstom-hoose  or  direct  tax 
revennet  It  is  admitted  that  we  cannot.  The 
whole  argument  that  we  hear,  and  the  bill  in  ques- 
tion, all .  admit  it  All  agree  that  we  cannot. 
But,  behold  the  wonders  of  the  jufgling  art  t  We 
cantiot  lake  Ihe  money  oat  of  the  Treasnry  and  di- 
vid  !  it,  bnt  we  may  lake  the  money  out  of  that 
s»me  Treasury  and  convert  it  into  land,  and  th'-n 
reconvert  'the  land  into  money,  and  then  make  the 
division  I  This  is  what  the  new  argument  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  amounts  to!  It  ia  a 
mere  circumvention  of  the  Constitution.  It  makes 
mockery  and  derision  of  that  instrument.  It  is  a 
essott  in  legislative  atchymy,  by  which,  not  base 
mttals  are  Iransmnied  into  gold,  bnt  unconititn- 
tional  acts  are  meiamorpboMd  into  constituUonal 
oncD. 

This  is  the  eharaeler  and  effect  of  Ibe  new  ar- 
gameot,  and  where  is  the  limit  lo  its  applica- 
tion—where Ibe  limit  to  Ihe  division  of  money 
which  Congress  may  make  under  ill  Our  public 
lands  are  already  estimated  by  the  dislribalioo  par- 
ty atone  billion  two  hundred  millions  of  dollais.  All 
that  may  b*  soli)  and  divided  out.  We  bare,  besides, 
some  hundred  mil  iuos  of  oiber  property- forts — 
ships — foundries — arsenals — nary  yards — public 
buildings  of  all  kinds— tbi]  Capitol:  all  (he-e  may 
be  divided  oat;  for  ihey  are  other  nroperly;  and  all 
Ihe  other  property  of  Ihe  Uoiud  Statrs  is  sobject 
to  the  same  power  of  disposition  which  applies  to 
Ihe  territory.  In  addition  to  this  we  may  go  on  to 
convert  and  reconrert,  to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 
We  may  buy,  and  sell,  and  divide,  as  long  as  mo- 
ney, or  laud,  or  property  of  any  kind  can  be  found. 
Sach  is  tfee  end  of  the  Senator's  new  and  amended 
argument: 

We  have  heard  of  latitadinarians  in  religion  and 
il^  polities.  We  have  heard  of  dexterous  construc- 
tionists, who  could  construe  ihemselres  out  of  any 
creed,  or  any  fundamental  law .  We  hava  seen 
some  wide  constroctions  put  upon  our  own  Consti- 
tution. But  who  ever  heard  of  the  like  of  this  be- 
forel  Whoever  heard  before  that  the  Coogiess  of 
the  United  States  was  without  a  limit,  without  a 
restriction,  witfaoot  a  guide,  upon  the  exercise  of 
its  money  powet»7  that  it  may,  by  a'^juggling  trick 
of  its  own  contrivance,  throw  off  every  coostiia- 
lional  restraint  apon  the  power  to  raise,  or  to  use 
moaey — take  i;s  own  will  for  its  sole  guide,  and  go 
on  to  dispose  of  hundreds  of  millieos,  or  thousands 
of  millions  of  dollars,  according  to  its  own  will  and 
pleasure.  Certainly,  of  all  latilndinarian  ccn- 
stroctiuns  of  the  Constitution,  ibis  is  the  widest  and 
most  dangerous.  It  is  also  one  of  the  most  fia- 
grantly  unfounded  and  indefensible;  so  that  the 
Senator  from  Matsachasctis,  anforlunate  as  he- 
was  in  his  acatit  aad  stinted  eonsiitntional  arga- 
ment  of  Thursday,  was  still  more  so  in  the  new 
and  amended  and  bonadless  one  of  Saturday. 

I  aow  come,  said  Mr.  B.  lo  a  subject  wbich  has 
became  connected  with  this  debiie,  and  which  has 
assamcd  a  form  to  require  a  most  deliberate  const. 


iirrtiion.    I  allude  to  the  quesnun  uf  a  loieign  in- 
lerf-rcDce  in  our  laie    Presidential   election.     1 
chanceit  to  ntit  to  this  inttrferenoe  in  a  late  speech; 
the  Senator  from  Kentacky  [Mr.  CairiEKDml  de- 
nied it,  and  the  Senator  from  Ma.<sachus«iis  [Mr. 
Wcbster]  has  reiterated  the  denial.     Under  tbesa 
circumstances  it  becomes  my  doty  to  advance,  or 
to  rr  et^e — to  sns'aia  my  a&s«riioo,  or  to  retract  ii; 
and,  as  truth  and  justice  will  not  permit  me  to  do 
the  latter,  nothing  remains  but  to  go  on  with  the 
accusation  and  bring  forward  the  prooCi.     This  I 
mean  to  do,  and  with  the  gravity  and  modrration 
which  is  due  lo  the  ocea«ion.    .It  is  notan  occasion 
f.T  inrective,  for  denunciation,  for  assertion  with* 
rtot  evidence;  it  is  not  an  occasion  for  passion  or 
personality.    It  is  an  cccasion  which  requirescalm- 
aess,  fairness,  «onsiderat:oB,  and  precidoa.     It  is 
a  ease  which  requires  the  proof    to  follow  the 
charge,  and  the  whi/lu  to  be  conducted  with  Ibe 
grariiy  and  equity  of  a  judicial  ioresiigation.    It 
concerns  foreigners,  who  are  not  here  to  speak  for 
themselres;  it  concerns  Ibesafeiy  and  independence 
of  onr  form  of  gorernment,  which  should  not  be 
lightly  subjected  to  suspicions  which  weaken  its 
streogih.    1  know  the  responsibility  of  my  posi- 
tion.   I  feel  myself  to  be  responsible  for  what  I 
say— responsible  to  my  own  conscience,  and  to  the 
greatest  power  of  Ibe  age— Ihe  moral  sense  of  ail 
good  men.    Under  ibis  sense  of  responsibili'y  I 
proceed  to  the  discharge  of  my  duly,  and  will  first 
blate  ihe  question  over  again,  that  Senators  may  be 
coriec  ed  of  errors  into  which  thry  have  fallen, 
ancVmy  own  de-iign  be  made  more  clear  and  mani- 
fest.   I  have  noltaiqg  to  do  with  the  loss  or  gain  of 
the  late  election.    I  do  not  pretend  to  account  here 
for  its  result.    I  do  not  think  the  inqufry  a  fit  topic 
lobe  introduced io'o thischamber.  Itisoneofpaay, 
and  belongs  to  the  forum  of  the  people,  and  not  to  the 
bar  of  the  Senate.    I  have  a  higher  obj  ct  in  view 
—one  which    rises   far  above    pviy  contests- 
one  which  rises  far  abore  the  question  of  party 
supremacy — one  which  goes  to  the  independenee 
and  the  safety  of  our  form  of  Government — which 
concerns  the  feelings  of  every  pauior,  be  his  place 
what  it  may  in  party  politics — and  whieh  starts 
the  frightful  question  wbelhor  this  Republic,  like 
all  free  Governments,  is  to  become  the  prey  and 
spoil  of  foreign  iaterlerenoe,  and  foreign  iaflaenctS  • 
This  is  the  object  in   view,  and  this  the  question 
which  it  raises;  a  question  which  hts  nothing  to  do 
with  the  loss  or  gain  of  iht  election — whidi  has 
nothing  to  do  with  our  party  contesis — which  re- 
JTers  solely  to  foreigner;,  jiod  lo  their  conduct  in  our 
election— to  thtir  interference  in  our  election;  and 
this  without  even  su^esting  tlie  effect  of  that  io- 
terference,  and  how  fir  it  might  hav.e  itifluenced 
the  result.    I  diselaim  and  rtpel  all  ibis  inquiry, 
and  limit  myself  to  the  mere  question  of  iuterfer- 
ence.     Have  foreigners  interfered  lo  onr  election? 
That  is  my  question;  and  not  have  foreigners  go- 
verned iheelectiontTheoffeace  is  ia  the  interferenc*! 
The  outrage  lo  ooaform  of  Government — the  insalt 
to  every  American  feeling — the  attack  upon  our  ia- 
dependence— is  in  the  inierferenet  itself '.  in  the  au- 
dacity and  criminality  of  daring  to  inierfere  in  our 
election  at  all,  and   not  in  the  contiogeot  cuote- 
qnenceof  moreor  less  effect  from  that  mterfenee. 
This  is  my  question    It  is  one  worthy  to  exctie  my 
inquiries — worthy  tb  engage  the  atlention  of  the 
Senate — worthy  lo  command  the  atiention  of  all 
pairiou,  be  their  party  politics  what  they  may;  and 
to  this  question,  siripp^  of  all  extraneous  matter, 
I  now  proceed;  and  shall  commence  at  once  with 
(he  iniroduotion  of  prooCs 

Behold  this  book,  said  B.  holding  up  a  new  abd 
handsome  octavo  volume.  It  is  fre.h  from  the 
London  press,  and  speaks  Ibe  tentimsnts  of  the 
English  capi(aLi8ts  in  i  elation  to  moneyed  qies)- 
tions,  and  political  parties,  in  the  United  States.  It 
is  a  work  upon  the  fiaaocial  position  and  credit  of 
such  of  our  States  as  bare  contracted  debts  in  E  j- 
rope;  with  a  survey  of  (heir  wealth  and  resourcfS, 
theii  ability  and  disposition  to  pay  their  debts,  and 
Ihe  dangers  to  be  apprehended  from  the  growth  and 
prevalence  of  Democratic  principles  ia  the  Uoied 
Stales  It  was  published  in  London  oa  Ibe  36lh 
<:ay  of  December,  1839,  being,  by  a  curious  coinci- 
dence, the  precise  time  at  which  the  anti-assnmp- 
tion  resolotions  weic  .uhroitted  in  1^1$  chamber. 
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The  name  of  Alexander  Trotter,  efq.  is  placed  on 
the  title  page,  as  the  xuthor  of  (he  work;  bol  it  is 
more  the  work  of  k  elas«iban  of  an  iodividaal,  and 
evidently  speaks  the  sentlmenis  of  the  bankers  and 
.capitalists  of  London.  It  way  be  quoted  and  c.n- 
aid'red  as  their  wurk. 

The  author  eniiil>^  Ibis  work  according  to  his 
fane;;  I  give  it  adrfferent  name  from  that  which 
b«  has  inscribed  upon  ii;  and  draw  my  appellation 
from  a  simil.tr  prodnetion  in  English  bis'ory,  and 
wh'Ch  mast  have  sngstrsted  the  idea  <*f  the  plan  xnd 
ilesign  of  ihi^  work:  I  allnde  to  the  Dooms  Day 
Book  of  Wil'iam  the  Conqoeror,  commonly  called 
William,  Duke  of  Normandy.  Weall  know  that 
when  this  Fiench  Duke  had  conqnrred  England, he 
caa:ed  a  t-nrvey  to  be  made  of  the  property  of 
the  kingdom,  the  valde  of  all  estates  to  be 
asreriained,  and  ihe  »h  le  to  be  entered  op  in  a 
book,  to  which  was  given  the  impreinve  title  of 
DooM.s  Diy  Book.  It  was  a  significant  and  appro- 
priate liile;  for  ail  the  property  regrstered  in  it  was 
consideied  a.<!  the  Fp>il  of  conquest — as  being 
broeght  np  to  a  sort  of  judgment  day,  and  thence- 
forih  doomed  to  taxa<ioD  and  canfiscalion.  It  wai 
the  jodgment  book  of  ihe  conqneror  against  the 
people  whom  be  had  snbjngaicd.  Il  ^ave  him,  at  a 
view,  the  valae  of  his  conque&t,  and  ihe  means  of 
makiu^  ii  a^ allab'e  for  the  .tuppi  rt  cf  bis  army  and 
his  throne.  The  vulume  «bic:i  I  hold  in  my  band  is 
an  imitation  if  that  work,  with  a  change  of 
names  end  localities.  It  is  the  Dooms  Day  Book, 
not  of  an  Eiig<isb  King,  but  of  Bn^liib  money 
dealers;  not  ot  English,  but  of  Ameriran  property. 
It  contains  the  register  of  th'?  debts  of  oar  States 
held  in  London,  with  a  view  of  the  wealth  and  re- 
sonrces  of  the  Slale>i  which  owe  ihcm,  with  many 
refleciiuns  on  ihe  circumitanccs  which  may  either 
>>adanger  or  assure  ihe  nlii mats  payment  of  these 
debts.  Among  (hose  circamstanoes  which  go  to 
endanger  this  attimaie  payment,  the  author  relies 
upon  one  which  surpasses  and  transcends  all  the 
rest.  It  is  that  of  the  growth  and  prevalence 
of  D;mocratic  principles  la  America!  Demo- 
cr&cy  is  the  dread  and  terror  of  these  capitalists 
who  hold  the  bonds  of  ihe  States!  It  is  their  dread 
and  terror.  Democracy — American  Democracy- 
is  their  fear  and  horror.  Bat  I  will  not  precipitate 
the  narrative,  nor  jomp  to  the  coacltasioB.  The 
right  onderatandiog  of  the  main  point  which  I  mean 
to  brii  g  out,  requires  the  character  of  Ihe  whole 
woric  to  be  ejLh'bi;e ',  that  i<s  political  applicatiua 
to  our  affairs  may  be  seen  by  all,  and  its  autbori- 
laiivo  weight  may  hi  lei':  Tais  character  is  well 
made  known  in  the  headirg.:  to  the  fi  st  chapter  of 
the  work;  and  from  these  heidiogs  I  will  read  a 
selection  of  item^  which  will  be  suffisitnt  for  the 
purpose  which  1  have  in  view. 

Mr.  B.  then  rea-!: 

"High  crailii  of  iho  Fadaral  GoTernmcni.  Credit  of  the 
^lute.  nut  identical  with  itii^.  Arrumnlation  and  disiribution 
III  ttw  «tiff;1us  roTcmie.  Financial  difliculilee,  a.td  |X)etpofi0. 
m'Utof  [|k  irau.rer  01' ilie  fnunti  ipsutliueiiL  First  Natiurat 
Baiilf  of  tlje  lliiiieJ  Sum.  rji  rum)  B<i^k  ul  the  t'niiei)  iMct. 
Oppwition  n(  the  rreaijent  (Jackson)  to  the  rcm^wal  of  ihe 
citarur.  His  probiible  motive..'  Diu^roui  corafquence  of 
hi.  htwiliiy  to  tlie  Dank.  Fjrscte  uftlie  Firrileni'i  intcrrerence 
with  the  bjnttia^.ysieTn.  Faclluies  afHirded  by  the  Uank  of 
the  United  dtateslnicrfered  with  by  the  vvlthjraw.tol  the  pub' 
lie ikfioallai.  PuiributiOD of  theiurplu.  revenue  injudicioiialy 
•tr«ict«.l.  Specie  circtilar.  KttUct.  oi  the  two  combined.  Mca. 
mir«.oriliol*feaide[i!  !o  procure  eoM.  UiiaatrottioonMquenc&r 
Failure,  in  New  Orlaane  and  Niiw  York.  Buspenstoii  by  the 
banke  of  apec'e  paymenta.  Impolicy  of  the  gold  bill.  MormI 
inlluence  m'  slavery.  Funds  for  woika  of  internal  improve, 
raeiit,  and  fiir  the  establinhinent  of  b^nlcs,  chiefly  obuiiied  from 
loana.  tSecurity  of  the  public  creditor  derived  irom  the  applic*. 
lion  of  the  funde.  Advanu^.  of  auxiliary  fund..  Secoodsui* 
lieosion  (if  .[ucle  payments  by  the  bank..  Apparent  neceeaity 
^r  thia  coiiraa.  Uoageia  to  which  banks  are  expoacd  fai  the 
iMtoilwroijutteL" 

Prom  these  headings  to  the  matters  contaised 
in  ihe  first  chapter,  Mr.  B.  said  the  Senate  cjuld 
comprehend  the  character  of  the  work;  that  it  was 
identical  in  pnlitieal  sentiment  with  th?  anii-Demn- 
cratic  party  in  ibis  country;  ftjllewing  ihe  lead  of  that 
party,  and  boirowing  ihoi  very  top'cs  and  language 
whi^  it  o'cd  in  oar  party  warfare  here.  It  would 
Mem  lobe  an  American  prodaclion,  of  the  Fede- 
ral school,  isKtoed  from  a  partisan  pre^t  of  this 
c>m>try,  instead  of  being,  as  it  is,  a  high  Tory  pro- 
diiC'isn  from  the  pre's  of  London,  and  the  pen  of 
an  GiigiiUtman.  It  is  nteJh^s  to  qnote  from  the 
body  of  (hii  ehap-er  lo  .xhow  how  the  snbj  cts  are 
treated  which  are  named  in  the  headings.    That  is 


safficiently  manifest  from  the  mere  statement  of 
Ihe  aabject  If'read,  ibey  woold  be  takes  for 
Federal  speeches  delivered  on  this  floor.  So  exact- 
ly is  this  the  case,  ihat  the  mam  argument  of  the 
Sena'or  from  Massachuscits  [Mr.  Web^teb]  on 
Saturday  last,  in  favor  of  aniiliary  snpplies  from 
the  Federal  Ciovernment  to  ihe  Slates,  appeared  to 
nae  to  bs  borrowed  from  this  American  Doomv 
Day  book  ot  the  English  capilalisls,  which  1  bold 
in  my  band.  The  argument  of  the  Senator  was, 
that  as  the  S'ates  bad  surrendered  to  tbe  Federal 
Qovernmeat  all  the  great  sources  of  levenae  ia 
giving  up  to  it  the  public  laniis  and  the  custom- 
house duiici,  therefore,  the  Federal  Guveromeni 
was  bound  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  ihe  State.'. 
This  was  Ihe  subsianiK  of  his  argument  The 
same  idea  is  found  in  this  bcok,  publisbetl  in  Lon- 
don twelve  mooiha  before  the  gentleman's  speech 
was  delivered  here,  but  written  in  London  during 
the  year  that  tbe  gentleman  wa.<i  in  that  city.  The 
ideas  of  the  >ppecb  and  of  th>  book  are  identical; 
and  I  will  read  from  the  book,  lor  the  benefit  ot 
the  stenographers,  who  may  not  have  completed 
their  report,  as  well  as  fur  the  informa'ion  of  ihe 
Senate,  what  I  find  to  be  written  in  it  under  the 
bead  of  auxiliary  fundi  needed  by  some  of  tbe 
States.    Mr.  B  lead: 

"In  the  caK  of  many  Siaiee,  auxiliary  funda  are  qiecially  ap- 
propriated to  thl.  purjwee;  in  other.,  the  eeciirity  of  the  lovia 
are  baaed  aolely  pa  Ihe  general  credit  of  tbe  State.  The  appro, 
prlation  of  sucn%nd8  t«  In  atinost  all  caaee  d^nirable,  as,  liuw. 
ever  great  the  remurce.  of  a  State  may  be,  iia  fiscal  maana  are 
often  extremely  limited,  i  hisarlK.,  not  only  from  the  moat  pro- 
ductive auurce.  of  revenue,  such  aa  the  proceeile  of  llie  sale,  of 
the  public  landa,  iropoMs  on  commerce,  and  the  reveuue  of  the 
poA  oflice  having  been  surrendered  to  the  (General  Government, 
and  belonging  excluaivelv  to  It,  but  also  from  the  anxiety  alwaya 
aliown  by  the  people  of  ilie  tlniied  Suiea  to  control  their  rulers 
by  making  tham  dependent  on  their  will  Ibr  the  autiplie.,  which 
they  at  all  time,  very  sparingly  allot  to  tham.  '1  hu  Democra- 
tic feeling  Is  canied  so  far,  even  in  the  wealthiest  States,  iliat 
the  treoainries  ore  constantly  exposed  to  become  bare;  and  the 
accounts  of  almost  all  are  complicated  by  the  borrowing  and  re- 
paying of  lamporary  loans  made  by  moneyed  insututions  ol  tlw 
state  to  provide  for  unexpected  esDergencies,  or  aveu  for  tbe  or- 
dinary demands  of  Ihe  public  administration." 

•  Having  thus  shown  the  political  character  of  the 
work,  its  identity  with  Federalism,  and  i's  cense- 
qnent  conclusive  authority  with  that  party,  Mr.  B. 

Eroceeded  to  show  the  manner  in  which  tbe  author 
ad  executed  bis  work  in  staling  the  debL^,  and 
showing  tbe  wealth  and  resources  ot  the  indebted 
Slates.  For  this  purpose,  he  had  taken  the  Slates 
in  detail,  one  by  one,  and  bad  examined  the  condi- 
tion of  each  one  under  the  same  heads.  Mr.  B. 
would  not  follow  the  author  over  each  State,  bat 
would  give  an  idea  of  the  whole,  by  showing  the 
method  of  tiealing  one;  and,  for  his  exemplar, 
wou'd  take  tbe  State  cf  Kentucky— a  Slate  on 
which  the  author  teemed  lo  have  bestowed  pecu- 
liar attention.    Mr.  B.  then  r<>ad  from  the  b.iok: 

"KsMTi'CKT.— Ami^unl  of  debt  and  liahilitiea.  Form  of  m- 
curity,  when  and  whers  redeemable.  Kates  of  Intereai,  and 
when  and  whore  payable.  Amount  lU  prennl  chargeable  on 
■  ho  Treasury.  Bank  of  Kentucky.  Northern  Udnk  of  Ken. 
tucky.  Condition  of  tho  banks  at  dllfi.'rentefKich..  Nature  of 
internal  improvements.  CondiUoo  of  the  Treasury.  Com- 
merce of  tlw  Stale.    Amount  of  taxal>le  property." 

These  heads  are  filleJ  np  by  details,  said  Mr.  B. 
which  it  ii  not  my  design  to  pursue.  I  nuly  pro- 
pose to  show  the  manner  in  which  the  afi^'airs  of  the 
Slates  are  treated,  for  tbe  purpose  of  arriving  at 
results.  The  au.hor  of  tbe  work  finds  Kentucky 
to  be  a  rich  State,  and  rapidly  increasing  in  wealth- 
He  is  forcibly  Mrock  with  this  incrsase,  acd  states 
it  with  clearness  and  preei^ioli.    He  rays: 

"The  increase  in  the  general  wealth  or  the  Stale  may  be  judged 
of  by  the  i>rogreasive  increaie  in  the  returns  made  to  the  audi 
tor  of  the  taxable  property  in  tbe  State.  Thla,  which  in  1S30 
amounipd  to  $103,513,633,  by  the  last  valuation  amuuoled  to 

This  is  the  result  of  the  survey  Of  the  debtr,  re- 
sourer,  and  wealth  of  Kentucky;  and  here  the 
mind  is  natarall/  turned  lo  make  a  remark,  p.'rii- 
nent  10  Ihe  oc(»sion,  and  entitled  lo  the  careful  re- 
membrance of  every  Democrat  in  America.  It 
grows  out  of  the  last  quoted  paragraph  of  ihis 
London  book — tbe  paragraph  in  which  the  writer 
shows  the  wealth  of  Kentucky  lo  have  iocreaf^ed 
one  hundred  and  twenty-one  millions  of  doHa-.s  in 
the  eight  precedini;  ytars.  This  is  an  amazing 
increase,  mere  than  doubling  the  valne  cf  the 
Slate,  and  naturally  turns  the  inquiry  to  tbe  period 
of  time  at  which  it  tO'  k  place.  That  ptiioi  was 
from  1831  to  1839;  that  is  to  say,  it  was  during  the 
Deitojratic  administrations  of  Q:Deral  Jackson 


and  Mr.  Van  Boren,  covering  a  part  bat  (be.  wboto 
of  neither.  It  was  dnnng  these  AdmiaisttaiioM, 
and  duting  a  period  of  time  wben  the  panic  ani 
disircAs  oratrfs  were  filling  ihe  land  with  cries  and 
lamentations,  and  tririfying  all  imsginatit^ns  with 
pictures  of  miserv,  poverty,  and  deeolatm. 
It  was  during  the  time  that  theae  oiaMa 
daily  proclaimed  the  total  ruin  of  tbe  country, 
and  daily  asseited  there  could  be  no  prosperitf 
without  a  change  of  men  and  measures— witboit 
the  overthrow  of  the  Democracy,  and  the  re  eilai 
blishment  of  a  National  Bank.  It  was  daring  the 
time  when  there  was  "no  King  in  bnulj"  when 
Ihe  King  Bank  had  expired  under  tbe  veto,  and  the 
removal  of  the  deposiies;  and  when  there  waa  no 
"StguUamr"  to  take  care  of  the  property  and  poli* 
tics  of  the  people.  It  was  daring  the  timeofiha 
gold  bill,  th'^  specie  circular,  the  war  opon  credit, 
the  Maysville  road  veio,  ihe  pocketing  of  tbe  land 
distribution  bill,  and  so  many  other  neaaarea, 
each  of  which,  according  to  the  doleful  laaMOta- 
tions  of  the  di^tresi  orator«,  was  sufficient  to  mJa 
and  t'estroy  the  country.  Ii  was  during  this  period 
of  Drm'cratic  misrule  and  mi»govemment,  and  ia 
tbemidjt  of  this  national  destruction  and  niaery, 
according  to  these  orators,  that  tbe  antentic  Talna- 
tions  of  the  Kentucky  property  ahow  the  wealth 
of  thstt  Slate  jo  have  advanced  from  103  to  134- 
000,000  of  dollars!  to  have  more  than  doubled  I  to 
have  gone  31,000,000  further  in  these  eight  yean, 
tlian  in  the  whole  previous  half  century  of  her  ex- 
isicnee,' during  twenty  years  cf  which  she  had  a 
double  portion — two  branches — Benjamia^skaie^ 
of 'hat  national  blessing,  Ihe  Bank  of  the  United 
Statrs !  The  antheotic  record  of  tbe  tax  list  shows 
Ibis  result.  Tbe  record  shows  it;  and  in  sbowiaa 
it,  what  a  monument  of  honor  and  glory  is  rataid 
to  Jack  ton  and  Democracy!  What  a  lesson  of 
chastisement  and  rebuke  is  read  to  their  assailants ! 
Mr.  B.  said  it  had  been  Tauntingly  declared  oa 
on  thla  floor,  during  the  extra  session  of  1837,  by  a 
Senaior  from  Sonib  Carolina,  who  sits  over  the 
way  [Mr.  PaxsTON.]  ibat  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Biddle  to  be  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  would  add 
one  btindred  millions  of  dollars  to  the  value  of  the 
proper^  of  the  people  of  tbe  United  States.  This 
was  said  in  reproach  cftheminous  mra«ure8,a8  thejr 
were  calkd,  of  JacVson  and  Van  Baren,  and  to 
show  tbe  necessity  of  changing  men  and  measnies. 
It  was  spoken,  as  the  event  proves,  wiihont  a  re> 
ferenoe  to  the  valuation  tables  of  taxable  property, 
and  has  not  been  repeated  since.  It  would  doubt- 
less n'lt  be  said  now.  It  was  consideied  a  hyper- 
bolical compliment  to  Mr.  Bi()dle  at  the  time,  tuad 
a  couple  of  sbott  years  years  proved  it  to  be  so^  It 
has  been  seen  to  have  been  a  most  unmerited  coa« 
plimtnt  to  him;  it  has  turnrd  into  little  less  Ihaa 
a  sarcasm  upon  him.  But,  while  shooting  so  tu 
beyond  Ihe  desert  of  him  it  was  iataaded  to 
honor,  how  infinitely  it  falls  short  of  tbe  merit 
of  bim  it  was  intended  to  reproach!  General 
Jackson'j  administration  has  actually  increased 
the  valne  tf  ihe  property  of  the  people — not  one 
hundred — bnt  more  than  a  thousand  millions  of 
dollars.  In  Kentucky  alone  it  was  one  bnndred 
and  twenty-one  millions;  in  Massachnsetts  it  was 
ninety-nine  milliuns.  Here  are  two  hundred  and 
twenty  millions  of  increase  in  two  States  atone, 
and  cf  the  middle  class — Stales  which,  in  wealth 
and  popula'.ion,  rank  far  below  reveral  olhan. 
Par>ue  the  inquiry— apply  it  to  tbe  whole  Union— 
exieud  it  over  the  twelve  yc-irs  cf  Democratie 
s«fay— ov«r  the  whole  period  of  General  Jackson^ 
and  Mr.  Van  Buren's  administrations — and  then 
see  the  result.  Far  above  one  thousand  million* 
of  dollars — much  nearer  to  two  ihousand,  than  one 
thousand  millions — will  be  the  grand  aggregate  of 
the  united  in:-reascs.  Instead  of  one  hnndi«d  mil- 
lions for  a  total  increase,  near  od«  bDodied  wl 
fifty  millions  of  annual  increase,  for  twelve  suc- 
cessive jears,  will  turn  out  to  be  the  historical  re- 
cord of  the  case.  Such  is  the  answer  wbitdi  an* 
thentic  history  is  piviog  to  Federal  lameniatioat 
over  ruin  and  misrule.  Such  is  ihe  goraeoas  pM> 
tnre  of  national  prosperity  which  crowns  and 
adsrns  the  Democratic  Adminislraiions.  Let  tha 
friends  of  Democracy  every  where  verify  and  com- 
plete it.  Let  ibem  apply  lo  the  fiaoat  reeoid  at 
every  Slate  and  Territory— lake  tin  compaoMiTC 
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Senate. 


▼Klaatiuns  of  properly  in  all  times  and  nnder  all 
•duinisiratioDs — aseerfain  ihe  comparative  re- 
tails— and  thus  arm  ihemnlves  with  a  dneament 
viiieli  will  plaea  the  admtni.Atrations  of  Jacteon 
nd  Van  Baren  far  above  any  others — even  the 
awst  pKBperons— which  oar  icotiniry  has  ever 
wtn. 

W«  eome  now  to  th*  last,  and  most  important, 
dwpier  of  this  work,  ibe  conients  of  which  arc  in- 
dieatad  by  these  bead':: 

"Aonpicof  aiaie  debu.— Probable  DKcnUy  oruxuion  to 
pay  ine  biwrcat.— Proltable  cnnduci  kI  ilie  Bitiu  undar  IhcM 
clrcnmatancea. — Inflnenco  of  Domocrnilc  priiiciplea. — l)n* 
lablliiT  of  the  Unioo."  < 

Tdese  beadiogs  to  tbe  matter  contained  in  this 
ifaial  ebapter,  anncnnce  iis  important  beario^',  and 
in  jost  claim  upon  the  attention  of  the  people  of 
tha  Dnittd  States.  I  pa's  ever  the  whnle,  impcr- 
mt  as  they  are,  for  the  parpose  of  gf-itlng  at  tbe 
penoHimate  section  of  tbe  chapter — the  one  that  re* 
imMB  to  the  infloence  on  these  debts  of  Dimocratic 
priaeipleT;  and  ehall  only  make  such  statfmeats  in 
leiatioD  to  tbe  oihers  as  aie  neoessfiry  to  the  correct 
vndentandinc  of  this,  tbfi  most  important  of  all. 
nom  it,  1  will  read  copious  eziraci!:;  for  it  is  of  a 
nmtnn  to  require  to  speak  for  itself.  Tbe  eztraels 
will  be  read  as  sosn  as  I  make  the  preliminary  re- 
marks which  tb«  context  requires. 

The  writer  first  states  the  sggrefrate  amoont  of 
tbe  State  debts;  and  here  it  is  somewhat  amusing'io 
lemember  the  alarm  and  terror  which  filled  the 
hreasts  of  Federal  gentlemen  on  this  tioor,  for  fear 
ofdivalgtDg  the  amount  of  these  debts,  when  the 
aoB-a»samptien  resolotions  were  nnder  debate 
twehre  months  ago.  These  gentlemen  deemed  it 
«nMl  and  dangerotis  ta  the  Sta'rs  to  name  the 
•meant  of  these  debts  on  tbis  floor.  They  were 
aflraid  the  Briiisb  would  find  it  out  from  oar  de- 
teles,  and  that  the  credit  of  the  Smtcs  wnu'd  fee 
ittioed.  It  was  lo  jio  purpcs^  that  we  insisted  that 
tbe  Baglish  knew  more  about  these  debts  than  we 
dM;  and  if'  they  did  not,  that  there  was  no  morality 
in  onr  concealing  them.  Noihing  that  we  cduM 
any  eoald  appease  the  fears  of  these  most  camions 
genil^en.  The  Slates  were  to  be  discredited,  if 
«e  told  how  macb  they  were  in  debt.  This  was 
their  incessant  objection.  Finally,  to  quiet  this 
alarm,  it  was  agreed  to  drop  from  the  report,  which 
•wta  made  on  the  occasion,  all  (hat  related  to  ihe 
•Bonntt,  aggregate  or  individaal,  of  these  State 
debts.  The  amonnts  were  suppressed.  While  this 
scene  was  being  enacted  here,  this  Doom:  Day  book 
was  in  the  coarse  of  pnblication  in  London,  and  was 
Tery  gravely  devoiing  one  chapter  to  the  amount 
of  tboe  debts  individually,  and  another  to  their 
apiregale  amount;*  and  staling  the  resalts  in  good 
arabio  figaras.  It  was  casting  them  up,  and  adding 
them  together,  with  all  tbe  care  of  solviug  a  quei- 
tion  of  personal  interest  in  tbe  exact  sciencet;  and 
itnrrlvedst  aresalt  sqnal  to  any  which lifld  been 
ailnined  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  It  made 
thfce  debts  (inehisive  of  poor  unrormnat*  Florida) 
attoont  to  one  hnndred  and  eighty-three  millions 
of  dollars.  Tbis  was  the  aggregate;  and  the  first 
inqoiry  which  presented  itself  to  tbe  mind  of  the 
writer  was  the  question  of  oMK^y  in  the  Slates  to 
pay  lit  This  was  the  first  question,  and  this  being 
determined  In  tbe  allirmative,  the  nexi  inquiry  was, 
eontd  they  be  eompeUeii  o  pay?  Here  the  writer 
identifies  himself  wiib  the  capitali-tts  of  London  by 
qtioting,  and  aivini;  in  oieiuo,  the  letter  of  the  hn- 
aorable  Oinibl  Web  teb  to  the  Mmrt.  Ba- 
rings, in  tbe  autumn  of  1839,  in  answer  to 
their  inquiry  npon  this  same  point.  The  le> 
t"^  WBi  very  satisfactiry  on  the  poiot  of 
tbeeapae'ty  of  the  S'ates  to  contract  debts, 
bat  Teiy  unsatisfactory  on  the  delicate  pnini-  of 
eompelling  them  to  pay.  On  this  vital  p  'iut,  the 
letter  gave  no  satitfaction.  It  (eem<'d  to  reler  t)  e 
pnjiment  entirely  lo  the  voiunts'y  wUf  of  the  Stairs. 
In  this  rpinitin,  the  author  of  the  book  concurs; 
and,  ihereapon,  enters  upon  the  consideration  of 
tiie  great  and  vital  qaestion  nf  ihe  uAVingnttt  of 
Um  Indebted  States  to  make  th'S  payment.  Tnis 
qaestion  he  examines  with  all  the  ronsideration  of 
Um  pany  most  deeply  interested.  He  examines  It 
nnder  many  aspects,  and  by  ail  the  tests  which  can 
effect  the  solntion  of  a  problem  on  which  d«pended 
the  payment  of  the  large  annual  interest,  and  the 
VttMHUe  n*coiaii9a  o(  tbe  f  teat  capital  itielf.   He 


examinei  it  analytically  and  philosrphically — posi- 
tively and  comparatively — by  single  Stales — by 
classes  of  Scales— by  cluilers  of  States— and  by 
Slates  united,  or  disunited.  He  compares  ibe  slave 
and  tbe  anU-slave  States  together,  and  decides 
which  will  be  most  apt  to  pay.  He  same 
with  the  religious  or  irreligious  States— with 
tbe  old  and  the  new  one^- — the  Atlantic  and 
the  Western.  He  compares  all  these  together;  and 
still  c^mes  to  the  same  question:  which  will  be 
most  willing  10  payl  He  even  examines  tbis  tender 
queslion  nnder  the  aspect  of  a  dissolution  of  the 
Un;on;  and  considers  bow  far  that  catastrophe 
m  <!ht  endanger  the  payment  of  these  debts,  princi- 
|.al  and  interest.  Under  these  various  aspects  he 
ttamines  ibis  question;  and  comes  to  conclusioBs 
core  or  less  favorable  to  the  creditors,  and  more  or 
less  boiiorable  to  d.fferent  State!>,  and  classes  of 
States,  in  each  branch  ofc  the  inquiry.  Bat  alt 
these  preliminary  and  subaltern  inquiries,  are 
finally  absorbed  and  lost  eight  of  in  one  grand, 
general,  and  overruling  view  which  he  takes  of  the 
whole  qnesiion;  and  that  is  the  political  view  of  it. . 
He  examines  it  politically  under  the  aspect  of  su- 
premacy, or  pfedominance,  of  each  of  the  two  poll- 
cal  parties  in  the  United  Stales;  and  inquires  from 
which  of  them  Ihe  English  cr;di!ors  hav€  mt^t  to 
hope,  or  to  feart  This  inquiry,  as  may  hav.;  been  an- 
ticipated from  the  whole  character  of  the  work,  be 
solves  to  the  prejudice  of  Demoersey.  He  .sees  in 
the  "rapid  strides  which  Demrcraiic  principles  are 
making  in  the  United  States" — "in  the  prevalence 
of  Democracy" — "in  tbe  dangerous  lendehcy  of 
Democratic  principles"— "in  the  growth  of  popn- 
lar  opinion  in  the  worst  reuse  of  the  word" — ^"in 
the  dangetons  right  cf  universal  suffrage" — ^"Ibe 
subjugation  of  the  better  clas-e^,  poesewed  of 
wealth,  talent,  and  station,  to  the  nnmericil  force 
of  the  majoiiiy"— "Ibe  little  power  of  the  Execu- 
tive to  resist  popular  clamor" — tbe  iofluenee  of 
the  Demoeraey  In  overruling  the  wiser  and  better 
principles  advocated  by  the  more  enlightened  por- 
tion of  the  eiiilEens.  and  in  conferring  power  on 
those  who  are  little  fit  to  judge  of  the  interests  of 
the  Slate" — "ihe  elections  of  1834,  after  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposites,  when  the  people  ststained 
President  Jackson" — "the  want  of  a  properly  qnali"' 
fication  admitting  into  the  legitlative  bodies  of 
classes  not  directly  interested  in  maintaining  the 
financial  integrity  of  the  Slate" — "ihe  indisposition 
of  tbe  Democracy  to  submit  to  taxation" — "their . 
indifference  lo  religious  principles" — "their  want  of 
fat  sighted  views  and  principles  of  national  honor:" 
he  sees  in  all  these  citcumstances  and  considera- 
tions, and  others-  which  he  mentions,  danger  lo 
Britii-h  inlerots;  and  brings  himself  to  the  conclu- 
sion, and  with  himself  the  whole  body  of  Ihe  Bng- 
I  sh  capitalists,  that  the  prevalence  of  Democracy 
in  the  United  States  is  incompatible  with  ihe  safety 
of  the  State  debta  held  by  the  English.  This  is  the 
conclusion  arrived  at  But  ib's  is  a  point  on  wh'ch 
it  is  right  that  the  book  shoald  speak  for  itself;  and 
at  this  point  it  is  that  I  have  intended  to  make  it 
speak.    L'S'en,  then,  lo  what  it  savs: 

•'VVhcre'inffiriantdiiM  h*Te  been  olMsiiMd.tn  sUMnpthM 
been  made  in  the  lait  chapter  to  abow  the  abiliijr  of  ilw  aereral 
9uiie8tome«t  the demanda  that  may  pnniblybe  made  upon  them; 
and  tn  some  casee  that  point  baa  bc<;n  aai  Isfactorilj  ewabllKhed. 
But  as  the  ultimate  security  of  eTeo,  the  greater  part  of  the 
loans  have  6nally  to  rest  on  a  aystam  of  tuatina,  not  only  the 
means  but  the  probable  iliaposiiion  of  the  mhahitanta  to  submit 
to  uxailnn.  ought  to  be  taken  intoconaideration  in  an  attempt  to 
exhibit  the  degree  of  credil  which  ahould  Miach  lo.lhese  en- 
gafementa." 

•  •  «  •  •  • 

"The  eflect  of  this  praralence  of  Deinoeratlc  prineiplea  may 
hara  in  the  case  he  ore  ua,  ia  rei;  eTidenI;  for,  ahouid  the 
S'atea  hprealter  be  obliged  to  hare  recourse  to  taxation  to  de- 
frav  the  interest  on  their  loans,  it  will  not,  probably,  be  till  the 
iliflbrcnl  undertakings  for  which  the  loans  were  raised  will 
have  bf  en  rendered  iinpopulnr  by  vant  of  success;  and  ihouch 
it  d>>e«not  follow  that ;ha people,  under  theeecircumstances-will 
rofuse  to  make  the  necessary  sacrifice,their  adhering  to  tbeir  en- 
iraaementa  cannot  bi^  so  conffdently  depended  upon  as  it  might 
b«  if  Ilw  legislatira  bodies  were  returned  by  classra  more  di- 
racily  Interested  in  the  mainUnanee  of  tha  flnasclal  Integriiy  of 
the  Slates." 

•  ••«•< 

"Thovgh  in  aaUmatlng  tha  fnivre  by  the  paai,  there  Is  rreat 
reason,  iherefore,  to  belisTa  that  a  ilelarmlnanen  toadhar*  strict. 
ly  to  their  enKaaamenta  is  atill  likely  to  cliaraetsriie  Ilw  people 
of  the  sereriiT  Stales,  yet  the  eflect  of  the  centinusd  and  rapid 
strides  which  Democratic  pitociples  are  making  In  the17n1ted 
Siatat  may  have  too  impdriant  conseqaancea  to  be  altogethar 
OTcrlookea  ht  the  pnasnt  Inqulnr-" 


•  "Tha  growth  of  popular  opinion,  in  the  worst  senje  of  the 
word,  in  the  t/nlted  Statas,  and  the  influence  it  has  bad  In  orer. 
ruling  the  wiser  and  reiier  princir-leaadroeucd  by  the  more  ec- 
lightened  ponicn  of  u'le  ciiiicns,  have  been  lameniably  shown 
in  the  li'tle  power  which  the  Ezecutiva  baa  lieen  proved  to  pos- 
acaa  stall  poinu  where  It  lus  been  opposed  by  popular  clamor, 
which,  whether  expressed  tturcoghout  tiic  Union  generally,  or  in 
a  deurheil  portion  of  it,  hai^  in  Ihe  end,  alwaya  proved  vie- 
toriont." 

■  e  e  e  •  • 

Toassssed  ef  wealth,  of  talent,  and  of  aution,  ihey  (the  bet- 
ter classes)  were  abieio  exert  [he  influence  which  these  auiihl 
ever  to  commend  in  the  seleriion  nf  their  reprcfieniativea  in  the 
national  councils;  but  the  sabjoqatlon  of  this  Imporiant  and 
raepeclable  c\am  to  the  numerical  force  of  the  msjoriiy,  in  the 
wealihicsi  Siatf  s  In  tbe  tMion  at  ihe  period  of  tiua  elections  in 
183t,  evinces  tha  power  which  the  danirernus  right  of  univ.--rsa] 
suffrage  Is  calculated  in  confer  tw  th<i«e  who  ere  Tittto  fit  to 
judge  of  the  true  Intarasuof  the  Mate,  anil  most  open  to  the 
Influence  of  uncoatroUed  feelings,'' 

•  e  •  e  •  e   ' 

"In  deprecating,  however,  the  drtn^roiis  tendency  of  Demo* 
emtic  principles,  it  must  bo  home  In  mind  titai  tits  direction  of 
the  bias  which  thi^  power  will  give  tn  the  course  of  eventa,  will 
depend  on  the  charncter  of  the  people  wlio  exercise  it;  and  as, 
in  thesuppo.wd  irtsuince,  the  question  is  a  simple  one,  of  whe- 
thTr^is  Biates  will  act  honestly  or  frandnlently,  much  will  da* 
pend  on  tiia  prevalence  of  religious  principles  among  them;  lor 
no  viewa  of  expediency,  however  forsighied,  or  even  princi- 

Eles  of  national  honor,  can,  under  thesuppoaed  cir«umsiancer, 
B  railed  on," 
a  a  e  a  e  • 

Mr.  B.  aAer  reading  these  extracts,  resumed  hLs 
remarks,  and  went  on  to*  fay,  that  he  had  quoted 
enough  to  show  ihe  feelings  of  Erg'ish  capitalists 
with  re.*peet  to  the  American  Democracy — enough 
to  show  that  their  feeling:)  were  now  what  ihcy 
were  fifty  years  sgo,  and  for  the  same  csuse.    Tte 
British  debts,  due  before  the  Revolution  from  Ame- 
rican citizens  tn  Btitish  merchants,  and   afterwards 
provided  for  in  Jay's  treaty,  wat  ih-n  the  great 
cause  of  English  antipathy  to  A^ieiican  Democra- 
cy.   These  English  then,  as  now,  look  it  into  ibr  ir 
head?  lo  bt-lieve  that  the  Amrrican  Demrcraey  was 
a  rabble;  witboat  morals,  religion,  properly,  honor, 
iatrlligeDO*,  or  public  ir  private  fniih;  that  they 
could  not  be  relied  on  to  pay  the  debts;  and,  there- 
fore, ibey  were  ajiain^t  them.    At  the  same  time, 
they  tot  k  into  iheir  heads  that  there  was  anoiher 
party  in  the  United  Stales  who  Were  the  reverse  of 
all  this — a  party  which  was  composed  of  the  better' 
classes — and  on  which  they  conid  rely  for  payment; 
and  npon  the  success  and  elevation  of  this  party, 
they  immediately  placed  their  bop«s.   This  was  the 
reasoning    of  -  British  eapiialists  with    respect  to 
'American  debtors  forty  and  fifty  years  ago;  and, 
correspondent  lo  this  masoning,  was  their  action. 
They  interfered  In  our  elections.     They  tork  tbe 
field  in  favor  of  the   Federal  sts,   and  againn  the- 
Democracy.    They  operated  bv  the   means  known 
to  the  money  power— .by  applications  of  money  to 
active  tgents — by    disturbing,  the  business,   and 
m-'sleading  the  mind  of  the  public.    Prominent  in- 
dividuals were  gained  over  by  lirgesses;  the  public 
was  coerced,  or  misled — coerced  by  opersting  on  the 
markets,    or  misled  by   daily   publicaiious   from 
presses  in  British  pay.    What  aged  citizen  is  there 
who  does  not  recollect  these  scenef — the  fcenes  of 
foreign  interference  from    1790   to  18001    What 
young  maa  U  there  who  ha^  cot  read  of   tben.t 
Who  has  nnt  heard  of  ihe  Porcupine  OrZelte,  and 
its  assistant  laborers?— the  first  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  audits  aflSlialed    iastiinrioDsl— the  Briti«h 
mercbanis,  and  their  emi>-sarie>?— all— all — openly^ 
engaged  in  onr  elaci'ons,  and   rivalling  the  Frf- 
•  d'ralisis    in    their    abuse    and    hittred   of  D>. 
mncracy.     Who  is  thrrJ  that  has  not   heard  cf 
the    younger    Pin's   declsration   in   Parliamenr, 
that  Cobbcit,   then  the    champion    of   England 
and  the  foe  of  Democracy,  deserved  a  statoe  of 
gold  for  bis  writings  in  America?    Who  is  there 
that  does  nnt  know  from  recollection,  or  by  read- 
ing, or  bv  iradition.s,  all  ihe-e  ihingsl    II  there  is 
any  one,'let  him  l<  ok  to  the  history  of  the  l>mer — 
to  the  history  of  the  elections  of  1796  and  1800— 
and  he  will  learn  things  wMch  it  cinoarni  htm  to 
know.    Now,  in  onr  own  day,  and  at  ihc  end  of 
near  half  a  century,  we  find  tUnjs  levcrted  •© 
their  ancient  position— deb's  again  due  lo  tbe  Bri- 
tish—debt*, the  payment  of  which  depend*  on  po- 
litical as  well  as  individual  action — which  will  rr- 
quire  Irg'slation  and  taxatlpu  as  well  as  individual 
faiih  and  exertion.    A  treaty  was  necessary  then; 
laws  arc  necefitary  now;  and  thus  the  old  slate  of 

U  things  is  revived,  and  with  it,  all  its  accef'SorieK 
•nd    eonse^aenoe«.     This  hook    ia    proof  of 
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the  faet;  bat  it  is  not  all  the  proof.  It  goes 
far  enoDgb;  bat  there  is  nore  to  come.  It  i« 
•  witness  of  the  highest  aaihoriiy  in  this  easv,  issn- 
iOK  rrom  the  boFom  of  the  EBt,lish  capitalists;  and 
speaking  their  every  wish  and  feeling.  It  is  the 
*  aotbeDiic  exposition  of  iheir  sentiments.  Itshows 
them  (o  be  the  enemies  of  Democracy — the  friends 
of  Federalism— oneaiy  about  their  debts — anxions 
to  secare  them — and  looking  to  the  Federalists  for 
payment.  It  shows  that  the  fats  of  the  debts  is  be- 
lieved to  be  inroived  in  the  issoe  of  oar  party  eon* 
tests,  and  that  all  is  \o»  if  the  Democracy  is  victo- 
rioas..  All  this  the  book  shows,  and  that  the  de- 
stmetion  of  the  American  Democracy  it  the  fixed 
end  And  aim.of  the  British  capitalists.  Delenda 
est  Carthago — let  Carthage  be  destroyed— was  never 
more  distinctly  proaonnoed  by  the  elder  Cato,  at 
the  conclasioB  of  his  every  speech,  than  the  de- 
stitiction  of  American  Democracy  is  denonnccd  in 
be  conelading  chapter  of  this  bouk.    - 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that  he  had  now  preduced 
one  division  of  the  testimony  which  went  to  esta- 
blish fore'gn  iniprfeieoce  in  oar  election',  and 
wonid  proceed  to  another.  He  woold  show  to  the 
Senate  the  letien  of  an  eminent  London  banker, 
and  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  England,  which  went 
fall,  and  wiihoat  circamlocution,  to  the  point.  He 
alloded  to  the  leiiets  of  Frederick  Hath  and  Co. 
to  the  presiilent  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  in  the 
months  of  Jane  and  September  last.  The  house 
of  Hath  and  Co.  bad  been  made  the  ag«Bt  of  the 
Bank  of  iSdis^oari  in  selling  a  few  bonds  which  the 
Sta'e  was  improvident  enongfa  to  issae;  the  sales 
were  not  made;  and  these  letters  were  to  explain 
the  reason  of  this  Colore.  The  first  letter  bore  date 
the  3d  of  Jane,  and  contained  this  sentence; 

"nMMlcmionofaiiraipiuUala  and  olhan  engaged  in  Ame- 
rican alTiirBis  now  lurnetl  to'^our  Internal  poliiica,  anil  irtt)e 
proapecu  for  yuurnext  Prenidrndal  election  held  out  by  the 
laat  accounts  atiould  lie  realized,  tfaU  circumstaocA  wilt  coniri- 
biua  mote  iImd  an;  "' her  to  ninore  general  ceii;!<bnce." 

This,  said  Mr.  B.  is  a  very  pngaant  seaience, 
and  every  word  of  it  is  signiflcant  of  an  important 
leavlt.  The  attention  o(  British  capitalists  is  turn- 
ed to  the  politics,  and  the  internal  politics,  of  the 
United  Stales.  This  is  the  declaration,  and  what 
carioos  matter  it  pn  sents  for  onr  ceasideration. 
Capitaliils,  not  pohtieians,  are  now  occapied  with 
oar  affairs.  It  was  deemed  bad  eaongb — the 
framets  of  oar  Constitntion  thonght  it  bad  ensogh 
—for  fi-reign  Governments  to  interfere  in  oar  in- 
ternal affairs  and  theiefure  made  provision  agains't 
snch  interference.  They  did  not  think  of  guarding 
against  foreign  capiialistf ;  jet  this  is  the  quarter 
from  which  the  interferenee  now  comes.  Degrad- 
ing and  dangerous  as  woold  be  lh«  inierferenca  of 
a  foreign  Government  in  oar  a&irs,  far  more  so 
is  that  if  fureigo  money  dealers.  The  parse  is  a 
more  potent  enemy  tbaa  the  {.word;  and  the  histo- 
ry of  all  free  Governments  showj  that  a  foreign 
moneyed  interfereoce  is  more  dangetons  than  the 
invasion  of  an  army. 

Tn«  first  division  of  this  sentence  thows  that  oiir 
internal  polities  are  the  snhj'Ct  of  this  inter  e- 
renee;  the  second  division  of  it  shows  what  part 
of  oar  inieinal  affairs  are  intended;  and  that  thi« 
is  no  le.'s  than  oar  Picsidential  election!  It  U 
eqaally  explicit  as  to  the  side  of  that  election  which 
has  tbsr  g<«d  wi.-hre.  If  it  tarns  out  as  they  were 
l«dloexp(Ct,aod  we  all  know  whit  that  expeca- 
tion  was;  if  it  turned  oat  that  General  Harrison 
should  be  cl'^cted,  then  an  important  cooteqaeoce 
wasto  ensure — a  great  result  was  to  follow — n"< 
lets  than  the  gmeral  restoration  of  coDfidcocel  He 
dors  not  say  confidence  in  what,  nor  why  the  sad 
den  redirection  of  thai  feeling  was  to  take  place; 
nur  was  it  neeesi-ary  for  him  to  do  so.  Dooms 
Day  book  Had  told  that  secret:  it  bad  explained  that 
mystery.    Democracy  could  not  be  relied  noon  to 

Iirovide  for  the  payment  of  Siata  debts:  Frdera- 
Itm  CT'Old:  and  hence  the  eonseqarnee  attached  by 
British  creditors  to  General  Harridon's  election.  It 
sbowj  where  iheir  e)es  are  tafned— that  the?  are 
torned  to  the  Federal  Government — u  the  Presi- 
dent and  to  Coagre»s — fur  the  suppoit  and  roaioie- 
naneeof  ^tate  credit — for  the  payment  of  Sa'e 
debts,  principal  and  interest.  Th  s  is  what  it  shows; 
whether  truly  or  not,tiiDe  and  e»-cis  wUl  soon  an- 
r«W!  M  tt^mt  It  was  net  neceaary  for  Mr.  Huth 


to  explain  the  manner  in  which  the  election  of 
General  Harrison  was  to  operate  a  retnrrection  of 
the  corpse  of  defunct  confidence.  Dooms  Day 
book  had  done  it;  and  to  that  we  can  refer  for  aU 
the  explanations  which  are  wanting. 

Mr.  B.  here.remarked  upon  the  word  confidence. 
He  said  it  was  ascd  more  frequently  daring  oor  late 
Presidential  canvass  thap  any  other  word  in  the 
English  langnage,  one  only  excepted,  which  he 
would  name  hereafter.  It  was  nsed  in  Congress 
and  ont  of  Congress,  in  writing  and  in  speaking, 
and  by  all  orders  of  writers  and  speakers.  It  was 
used  not  only  incessan'lj/ ,  bat  mystcriouslr.  It 
was  a  cabalistic  phrase.  It  stood  for  a  whole  ar- 
gument within  it-elf;  was  always  ready  when  no- 
thing else  could  be  thought  of;  and  was  deemed 
the  more  potent  becaase  it  was  incomprehensible. 
Thus  it  was  used  dnrii^  our  canvass,  plnying  a 
great  part  in  the  contest,  and'  no  one  being  able  to 
tell  the  reason  why.  Now  the  secret  is  oat.  The 
origin  and  the  import  of  the  phrase  it  known:  it  is 
of  BritUh  origin,  and  sinister  import.  It  comes 
from  London,  and  imports  that  the  Federal  party 
is  to  provide  fur  the  payment  of  State  oebts  in  Ea- 
rope.  Therefore,  confidence  is  to  be  revived  in 
Stale  credii;  tba  capitalists  are  to  untie  their  purse 
striD'^;  and  bonds  can  be  sold  at  fast  as  lamp  black, 
and  rasRcan  be  converted  into  State  obi  gallons. 

Mr.  B  proceeded  to  the  lel'er  of  September,  and 
read  ibis  extract: 

■-IT  however,  your  eleciiona  for  the  PiaaideBlahip  ahould 

liave  i)ie  result  now  anticipated,  it  it  very  probame  that  an  im- 
pulrn  will  be  given  to  all  State  aincka,  and  the  momentmay 
then  arrire  when  your  booda  can  be  introduced  uuler  fitvorSble 
auspices." 

This  paragraph  (Mr,  B.  said)  was  a  complete 
leiieration  of  the  sentiments  of  the  June  letter,  with 
an  enlargfment  of  the  snppns/'d  conce<iqen<ial 
eflTcc's  of  the  election  of  the  Federal  oasdidaie. 
The  Joae  letter  looked  to  the  beneficial  effect  of  the 
election  on  raising  the  value  of  State  bondr;  this 
leuer  looks  ts  ai  increaied  value  to  be  imparted 
to  all  State  slocks;  all  to  receive  an  impolse.  Tliis 
comprehensive  phrase  includes  every  variety  of 
stocks  created  by  State  legislation.  It  inclades 
banking,  canal,  railroad,  fancy,  territorial,  city  and 
all.  It  includes  sorb  wiablisbmenis  as  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Sisles,  two  ihitds  of  which  is  owned 
in  England,  and  its  utock  now  at  50  cents  in  the 
dollar,  whiish  is  45  cents  more  than  it  will  yield 
when  wcand  op;  it  includes  such  as  the  Morris 
Canal  Bunk  stock,  covered  two  or  three  d>ep  with 
liens  in  Europe, and  worth  not  a.<traw.  It  includes 
sur.h  articles  as  the  Florida  bonds,  and  the  Pensa- 
cola  Bank  and  railroad;  it  ioclutles  city  stocks — 
cities  which  are  onlv  liihngraphed,  as  well  as  those 
wh'ch  ate  incorporated.  It  iccIuJcs  all  these,  and 
niyriajs  more,  in  addition  to  the  State  bonds — to 
amounts  not  known,  and  at  every  degrre  of  de- 
preeiaiion,  from  the  cool  latitndeiof  SO  cents  in  the 
dol'ar,  down  to  the  fref^xiog  point  of  zero.  All 
these  are  to  receive  an  imi'use— to  take  a  start  in 
the  market— to  cive  per  cemums  to  the  holders — 
in  th<^  event  of  General  H^iriron'^  elec'ion  to  the 
American  Presidency.  Add  all  these  amounts  to 
the  Stale  debts  p'-oper,  anj  immense  will  be  the 
agjreca'e,  and  almost  inttredible  the  inlerrst  wUicb, 
according  to  their  own  calculations,  these  rapi- 
inllyts  have  dependant  upon  the  issoe  of  onr  Preei- 
dertial  electinn. 

Mr.  B.  prrereded  to  another  paragraph  of  the 
Septe  Tiber  lofsr-     It  was  in  these  words: 

"A  Tier  ynn  have  waiie  I  so  long,  w»  think  it  would  he  a  pitr 
tn  recall  the  bonds  wiOiout  seeing  whatetTect  a  change  In  your 
Ex'oitive  will  produce,  In  which  poiiit  we  may  expect  to  lomi 
a  fairjudgaient  about  the  begluning  ofnext  year." 

This.  Faid  Mr  B.i«a  must  pointed  parttgraph. 
The  Lnnrlon  agent  dis.saadps  the  Missouri  Bank 
President  from  reraMine  the  bondrt.  It  wnnld  be  a 
ri'y,  te  said,  to  recall  them  before  the  Presi- 
dential election — before  reeing  what  would  be 
the  effect  nf « tkmgt  in  Me  AmttvM  Exteutivt. 
This  change  was  to  have  a  good  enect  uppn  the 
strck  mark.  t.  and  that  the  result  would  be  known 
hy  the  1st  of  January.  H-re  was  a  Clear  drclara- 
linn  that  the  »ale  of  the  bonds  was  dependent  opon 
the  issue  of  the  alectinn,  and,  cooseqacoily,  that  if 
the  bitnk  wished  to  sell  its  bonds,  it  must  first  elect 
Harrison.  This  was  the  plain  import  of  the  letter; 
and  when  we  recollect  dial  this  was  only  a  sample 
of  What  was  said  to  all— that  all  sellcn  of  stocks  of  { 


every  kind,  to  the  amount  of  some  hiudreds  of  mil* 
lions  of  stocks,  and  comprehendii^  lens  of  thm^ 
sands  of  persons,  and  whole  S'ates.  eorpoiation^ 
and  cities;  that  all  these  were  tempted  and  exeitea 
as  the  Missouri  Bank  was,  then  we  see  the  immea- 
sity  of  the  infloence  which  the  London  moneyed 
power  was  bringing  to  bear  apon  the  election.  No 
doabt  thousands  of  timilar  letters  were  wiiiten  to 
other  institutioas,  and  to  other  individuals;  that  they 
were  sent  into  every  part  of  the  Union,  and  among 
all  clafses  of  debtors,  individaal,  corporate,  nnd 
States;  and  that  all  were  mad*  to  believe  that,  en 
the  resali  of  the  eleetion,  depended  the  fatness  or 
the  emptiness  of  their  own  parses. 

Mr.  B.  reminded  the  Senate  that  he  bad  made 
an  exception  in  favor  of  another  phrase,  not  then 
named,  when  he  r^poke  of  the  incontinent  use  of 
the  phrase,  emjS(ienee,in  our  late  Presidential  eaa- 
vass:  he  made  an  exception  in  favor  of  anoiber 
phrase  when  he  spoke  of  the  incessant  use  of  that 
one,  and  promisetl  to  bring  it  to  light  in  doe  time. 
That  promise  is  now  complied  with.  The  ex- 
cepted phrase  is  brought  to  I'gbt.  It  is  foand  in 
the  last  quoted  paragraph  from  the  London  letter, 
and  in  that  part  of  it  which  Idoks  to  the  chmagt  ia 
the  American  Exeentlve.  This  phrase,  above  all 
others,  even  above  that  of  con/idanee,  figared  in-onr 
election,  And  resounded  in  the  Federal  harangnea.- 
It  would  be  difficult  to  recollect  a  speech,  to  find 
an  essay,  or  to  remember  a  conversation  in  rcli^ 
tion  to  the  election,  in  which  this  word  ckeive, 
did  not  play  its  prominent  and  conspieiom  part. 
It,  also,  was  cabalistic  and  talismaaic.  It  atood 
for  a  whole  argament  in  itself,  and  like  the 
other,  was  the  more  potent  beeaase  ineompre- 
bvnsible.  Change!  change!  was  the  Federal 
cry  daring  the  sommer  eampaiga,  and  high 
above  all  the  others,  was  heard  the  voice  of 
a  gentleman  who  had  visited*  England  ia  the 
summer  of  1839,  and  from  whom  the  cry  of  change, 
change,  change,  was  heard  to  resound  from  BosloB 
to  RicbmonJ,  and  back  again  from  Richmond  to 
Boston^  Had  he  been  a  starling,  caged  in  Eng- 
land, and  tancht  the  djily  lesson,  he  oonid  not  have 
repealed  it  with  more  incontinent  assidaity.  Now 
we  all  see  where  the  phrase  comes  from;  that  it  is 
of  London  origin,  and  comes  from  the  bosom  of 
the  Engliih  capitalistr,  and  from  the  moaA  of  a 
director  of  the  Bank  of  England.  Well,  the  ehai^ 
has  come!  The  American  Exeoative  is  ehanged, 
and  wiih  it  many  changes  of  place  and  office  will 
take  place.  That  may  satisfy  the  snmmer  patriots 
on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  but  it  will  not  satisfy 
the  porse  holders  on  the  other  side.  They  want  die 
frails  of  the  change— the  per  centums  on  rising 
stocks;  and  it  will  require  someibioc  more  than  aa 
exi>  and  an  entrance  at  the  White  House  to  selikfy 
them.  -They  must  have  measares — legislative  mea- 
sure/—laws— to  answer  their  purpose.  The;  must 
have  State  crrdit  i^asiained;  and  to  this  budy  Aey 
will  look  fur  all  ihissobetaotialand  profitable  work. 
The  bnirah  of  the  election  victory,  a  dance  ia  log 
cabins,  the  ch  v.gr-  of  place  end  office,  vt'l  not  aa* 
lisfy  them.  The  "«(eib,^' is  the  word !  Bfakelhen 
rise,  is  the  demand ! 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  expected  to  have  pieaented 
the  Hath  leiteix  to  the  Senate  ander  a  mosi  impres- 
sive term— he  had  expeclad  to  have  preaent>dtbem 
under  ihe  anihoriiy,  and  in  obedience  to  the  iastrae- 
tions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri.  That 
body  has  taken  cognizance  of  there  letters,  wriiiea 
to  the  president  ol  ihe  Bank  of  the  State.  It  bad 
taken  cognizance  of  them,  and  made  them  lbs 
subject  of  a  series  of  rtsolntions,  one  of  which  n* 
quired  them  to  be  ei'mmnnieated  to  the  delegalioB 
of  the  State  in  Congress.  The  resolutitins  had  all 
pas.ed,  as  himself  Ind  colleague  kne«  from  letter*, 
and  from  newspaper  reports;  they  hid  passed  long 
since,  but  had  not  beeo  received  by  himself  or  any 
one  of  the  delegation.  That  they  were  loet  on  the 
way,  in  one  of  the  nnmerous  malls  which  bad  br«a 
robbed  ibis  wiuter,  was  ibe  probable  eonjeetaK; 
and  having  a  correct,  but  nrt  an  offidal  copy  of  ihe 
resoluiioos,  be  (Mr.  B.)  would  now  present  ibcmat 
a  part  of  bis  argament,"  and  as  aa  aaibentie  eoaa- 
meniary  npoa  Ibe  character  of  the  Hnth  letien. 

Mr.  B  then  read: 

•'Raolved  bu  Ihe  ffttm  <fit«prw>w<etiW»,l*»  ittoMt*  «M- 
cmrinf  iHeniti; 
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Pre-ejpption  Law — Mr.  Benlon. 


Senate. 


*■!«  Thct  iha  bmidi  or  tha  8u.'e  of  Mimuri  In  tb«  handasT 
Fradarjek  tinili  and  Co.  is  London,  ba  recalled,  and  lakan  out 
of  lb*  Eurapaaa  maikcL 

■4L  That  the  two  laliara  from  Frederick  HiiUi  tnci  Co. 
dMadLondoo,  JuneSd,  and  Sepiambar  llih,  1840,  diKloaetha 
•Tldance  of  a  direct  inierfereoca  on  ihe  pan  of  Brliish  capital' 
iHalnllM  iotarnal  polidcauftha  United  Aatca,  and  eipaciall/ 
in  tha  Praaidential  electloa  oflSiO,  and  in  faror  of  cnangiag 
ttw  Amarleaa  ExecnIlTe. 

'3d.  That  Uiaaaid  leuac*  contain  internal  evidence  ofa  be- 
Uafinlhainindaof  Briiifh  capiialiata  that  the  ralue  of  Ameri- 
can iKMida  and  atoclM  in  iheio  haoda  willbeiocreaaedbr  the 
•lactienorihe  Federal  candidate  w  the  Pre>t<lenulii|i  in  1840. 

"4111.  That  tlwaaid  letters  contain  innmal  evidence  of  a  dO' 
■1(0  on  the  part  of  Biitiah  capUaliaia  to  bribe  tlie  Atnarican 
pamla  with  their  own  money. 

■Vib.  'mat  an/  legialaUon  on  the  part  ofCongreaa  to  increaae 
Ihe  Tnltwof  Atneriran  bonda  and  aiocke  in  the  hands  of  Bii- 
tiah eapftallaii^  will  ba  an  alarminfi  coai|>llance  with  the  be- 
llaf  ami  expectation  of  the  aaid  cai)ltall9ta,  and  will  ba  a  re- 
iHird  to  them  Tor  their  interterenca  in  our  election,  and  an 
eacouraptmaot  to  continua  ibeir  interference  in  time  to 
coma* 

"6ih,  That  any  aasumptlon  or  guarantee  of  aaid  debta,  or 
■OT  proriaioa  for  paying  them,  on  the  pan  of  the  Oenaral 
aorammaut,  or  any  attempt  to  appropriate  the  public  land 
roraona  to  tliair  payment,  will  be  an  invitatinn  to  Btitiahca- 
|i>l«Hala  to  taiterfere  in  our  legulalion,  as  well  aa  in  our  elec- 
'tl»n»,  aad  an  iodaeament  10  them  to  uae  all  the  mean*  known 
to  tba  monayed  power  to  obtain  ttie  passage  of  laws  farora- 
hlB  10  their  Intareat,  anti  tending  to  enhance  the  value  of  the 
aloeka  aad  bonda  held  by  them. 

*7ih.  That  of  all  tba  roodea  of  aaanminf .  guarantying,  or  pro- 
Tiding  forthepaymani  of  theState  ilebta  in  Europe,  the  most 
ol^Mioutbla  and  injurioaa  would  be  by  appropriating  the  pub- 
lic land  ravaoue  to  that  object,  aa  Uieieby,  in  addition  to  all  the 
aTilaof  anact>iaiaasnmption  of  aaid  dehta,  the  public  landa 
nonid  become  virtually  mortgaged  to  foreignera,  who  would 
immadiately  feaianinteraatiniba  aala  and  dispoBiti'm  of  mid 
landa,  advaraa  to  tha  interaat  of  the  people,  and  would  uae  their 
faiflaanca  In  Congreaa  to  procure  the  eame  to  be  aold  for  the 
hlglMat  poarible  price,  and  to  prevent  all  equitable  reductiona  of 
pnea,  and  ilao  preventing  all  donatlona  and  pr«-empiiona  to  ac- 
tnal  aattlara. 

"Bth.  Thai  it  it  unconatitntlanal,  degrading  to  the  cltaracier 
of  tlieSiatea,  lending  to  conaolidation,  and  involving  corrupt 
pndiaea  on  the  pan  of  foreignera,  lor  Congreaa  to  engage  in 
■nradwrnea  to  euatain  Stale  credit  in  Europe. 

''Ml  That  a  copy  of  theae  reai.luiiona,  and  of  the  two  letlera 
to  which  they  refar,  be  fttnitthed  to  tbeniaeouri  deteeation  in 
Ooogreaa;  and  tliat  ihaaame  be  apicad  on  the  Jonmala  of  ihia 
Boaae." 

Such,  said  Mr.  B.  is  the  commentary  of  the  Ge- 
neral AuemUy  of  Missoari  on  these  eitraordiaur; 
letters,  and  in  every  word  of  which  I  concar. 
Tbe  Cfeneral  Assembly  has  properly  rexnUd  the 
insalt  10  the  integtiiy  of  its  baak  by  ordering  (he 
Kcall  of  il8  konds;  and  it  has  signally  rebuked  the 
inaolence  of  a  foreign  ihterference  in  oar  affairs  by 
a  public  d:nDnciaiion  of  its  atrocity. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  aatheniic  testimonies  which  he 
had  produced,  and  which  established  the  great 
point  of  a  foreign  interference  in  oar  election,  now 
gare  him  a  right  to  introduce  other  evidence  of  a 
diaraeter  not  so  high  as  the  former,  but  perf,.ctly. 
admissible  now  that  the  main  fact  was  estab1i>bed: 
he  alluded  to  the  newspaper  press  of  Qreai  Britain 
—the  High  Tory  papers  of  that  kingdom— which 
were  moch  more  direct  and  nnreserved,  more  open 
■ad  eoarie  in  the  expre.tsion  of  ifaeir  scnlimenii 
tiiaa  were  the  bnnic  and  Utters  Trom  which  be  bad 
been  qaoling.  These  papers  were  as  explicit  as 
t)iey  were  indecent  in  their  dennaciatioos  of  De- 
moeracy,  in  their  prai«e  of  Federalism,  in  their 
wishes  for  the  e!ecttun  of  Oeneral  Harriion,  in  their 
sstamed  knowledge  of  his  sentiments,  and  in  their 
directions  and  intimations  tn  nor  Con«ms.  From 
■ome  of  these  he  would  read,  and  would  ,<;how  that 
the  American  nation  was  the  subject  of  ,1  degree  of 
telerfereoce,  and  of  insult,  such  as  vo  other  nation 
on  the  globe  now  recelred;  and  which  would  te^m 
to  say  that  some  of  thf^e  E  liters  had  never  yet 
beard  of  the  American  RKVolotion,  and  f'till  conM- 
dered  these  States  as  the  dependent  coion  es  of  the 
British  empire.  Take,  for  exaiaple,  this  para- 
graph from  the  London  Morning  Chronicle  of  Sep> 
tember  last: 

"Aipreaem Oreat  Britain  ezerciaeaa  powerful  influence  over 
Owaoelal,  political,  and  fiaeal  alTaira  of  tl.e  ITniied  Siatea  The 
Mpandeoea  of  the  plan'era  in  the  South,  and  the  cnmmercial 
•  men  in  the  North,  upon  the  Drtiieh  market,  necesaarily  euper- 
todocea  a  deaira  for  peace  on  their  pert,  while  it  givee  this 
•ouBiry  a  large  amount  of  coniml  over  the  public  decieloira  of 
Ihoaabodiee.  The  ultra  Kapublicana  of  the  6(aiaa  do  not  raliah 
thla  control.  They  aee  that  It  interpoMsa  a  barrier  againat  the 
working  out  of  their  Democra'ical  princinl'v." 

•  •  •  •  • 

Here  is  the  direct  and  p»remp-ory  aswrtion  of 
foreign  inSuenee'— of  control  over  poblle  bodies — 
of  oppcsition  to  RepnbliraDitm  and  Democracy. 
Tbeaaurtion  is  too  direct— ihe  language  too  expliS 
•it— 40  reqnire,  or  even  to  admit,  of  commen- 
Mury. 

lUe  again  this  from  the  Loftdon  Moraio;  Post 
«f  Jwt  last; 


■■By  tba  election  of  Oeneral  Harrteen  the  Whigr  candidate, 
and  tha  rejection  of  Mr.  Van  Boren.  tba  retom  of  the  fluvem- 
meot  toaaouodand  rational  ayaiam  of  l>ankliic  arill  follow  aa  a 
matter  of  courae;  and  poesibly  the  ITnited  States  Bank  may 
once  mofeSndiiaetr  onderthe  protection  of  a  proper  charter. 
Tha  rejection  of  Mr.  Van  Boran  will  be  decisive  of  the  late  of 
the  Sub-iraaaury  acbema.  That  insane  piece  of  legislation 
will  be  moat  anuredlr  knocked  on  Ihe  head,  and  we  shall  no 
lon^r  hear  of  the  pet  Mnka,and  the  thousand  otherabaanlitiea 
with  which  it  is  associated. 

"We  rcjiiico  In  the  downfall  of  the  visionary  undertakings  o( 
the  radical  spiriis  and  potiiicat  economical  coxcombs,  whether 
they  be  of  the  old  world  or  the  new,  and  may,  accordingly, 
congratuble  tha  Americana_oa  ih«  proapacia  they  have  of  lel- 
ling  rid  of  snch  quacka  as  Van  Buien,  "Van"  Jasbon,  and  Mr. 
Amoa  Kendall." 

Here,  said  Mr.  6.  is  a  glimpse  of  rome  of  the 
fmits  which  the  Enel-sh  eapitatists  expect  to  gather 
from  the  chang'eof  the  American  Executive.  They 
expect  the  Bank  of  Ihe  United  States  to  be  reehsr- 
tered — they  expeci  the  local  bank<  to  be  freed  from 
all  restraint  or  subordination  to  law— they  expect 
the  balloon  of  paper  credit  to  be  again  inflated — 
they  expect  ihe  dead  rarra<9  of  bank  credit  lo  be 
revived  and  reanimated — they  expect  State  credit 
to  be  snst.iined — 4hey  expect  paper  dollars  arid  »hin 
platters,  po;t  notes  and  brr>ken  bank  notes,  to  cob- 
■'titale  the  currency  of  the  United  States,  while  our 
gold  and  filver  goes  to  them:  ih's  is  what  tliey  ex* 
peel;  and  as  ihe  preliminary  measare — as  the  first 
step  towards  all  theie  English  advantages,  they  ex- 
pect that  insane  piece  of  leg'slaiion,  called  the  In- 
dependent'Treasury,  to  be  knocked  on  the  head. 
Yes,  sir,  knocked  on  Ihe  head !  That  is  the  com- 
mand— the  British  order !  Knock  it  on  the  head! 
Strike  it  on  the  forehead!  Kill  it,  like  a  dog !  Such 
is  Ihe  order  to  to^  American  CoDgres.?,  which  cornea 
from  the  High  Tory  press  of  Qreat  Britain  ! 

Mr.  Frciident,  coniinned  Mr.  B  yon  may  recol- 
lect th<r  part  which  it  felt  upon  me  to  ^u«lain  dur- 
ing the  revolt  of  the  Bink  of  ihe  United  States 
againM  the  conniry — daring  Ihe  vtfio — the  panic— 
and  the  ezpnneing  iw«sions — and  how  I  was  accus- 
tomed to  answer  upon  the  spot  all  the  speakers  of 
the  Opposition,  replying,  not  only  to  their  speeches 
generally,  but  to  ihrir  argaments  in  detail.    My 
friends  were  often  surprised  at  the  ptomptilu'le  and 
fulness  of  these  replies.    They  have  often  expressed 
astonishment  at  it ;  and  now,  sir,  I  can  tell  yon 
how    it    happened.      I     always    observed    the 
ihstraetiaos    of    (he   militia    captain  to  his  be- 
ginners   in    the  mannal  exercise:    I   kept    my 
eye  upon    Ihe  "fugUnun!"    I   kept  it  apon   the  _ 
Bank  pr.'ss  in  Philadelphia.    From  that  press  I ' 
could  always  loam,  belorc  Congress  met,  what  it 
was  that  Congresi  would  be  required  10  do — not 
only  the  thing  itself  which  was  required — but  the 
mode 'Of   doing    i',   and   all    the  arguments  for 
it.      Theie,   I    clipped   from    the   papeis,    and 
Uid  by  for  use;  and  when  the  session  came  on,  and 
tho  measnrct  were  moved,  and  the  speeches  de- 
liverel  in  favor  of  them,  I  was  ready  for  actii^n :  I 
was  ready  for  ihe  reply.    Thus  I  kept  myfelf,  icm- 
ptrfaraiua — always  ready — daring  that  longc  n- 
iest  with  the  British   power,  icnpersonated  in  thi 
mitcalled  Bank  nf  the  United  States.  That  institu- 
tion is  as  mnch  British  as  ever,  and  more  too.    It 
is  British  in  fo<a  nuw;  but  it  has  managed  ton  bal- 
ly— tunk  too  low — done  100  moch  damage,  to  its 
owners  abroad — to  be  allowed  any  longer  to  lake  a 
lead  in  the  British  affairs  in  America;  it  is  reducad 
to  the  condition  of  an  oigan  and  an  instrument  of 
the  real  power  in  Londoa.    It  has  sent  iis  old 
cashier  there.    The  supreme  direction  of  affairs 
is  callpd  home— called  back  to  London;  and  now  it 
is  in  London   that  I  shall  look  for  future  inti- 
mations of  what  is  required  to  be  done  here.    The 
High  Tory  presi;  in  London  is  the  indrx  which  I 
shull  watch.    I  ^hall  >till  keep  my  eye  apon  the 
/lt^I^  man;  but  henceforth  »h!ill  look  for  him,  not 
in'Pl-iadelphia,  but  in  London.    This  is  what  I 
shall  do,  and  it  is  «bat  I  have  already  dnne,  and 
wiih  good  eff  cl.    Look  to  the  article  which  I  have 
jatt  ukA.    Compare  it  with  the  mnvemmis  hcr'>, 
and  the  very  Unguage  whieb  is  used  here,  and  Ihe 
temper  and  spirit  which  is  shown  here:  compare 
all  togeiher,  and  see  bow  precisely  the  London 
High  Tory  press  is  an  in<<ez  to  what  we  ree  and 
bear.    It  is  an  index,  not  only  to  the  measures 
nbieh  are  proposed,  and  the  argnmentt  used  in 
sapport  of  them,  bni  also  to  the  spirit  and  lan- 
guage in  which  Democratic  statesmen  are  men- 
totkcdt    Look  to    Ilia   eoatanptnoos    and  fe- 


prraehfnl  ep(.theis  lavished  npon  the  beads  of 
onr  party — such  radical  coxcombs  as  Van 
Buren,  Van  Jackson  and  Ami>s  Kendall:  they 
are  the  counterpart  of  what  are  used  here.  I 
name  them  to  show' the  identity  of  sp'ril  between 
High  Toryism  in  England  and  Federalism  in  Ame- 
rica— to  show  the  unreleatitig  veo$:eanre  of  this 
spirit  on  both  sid;s  ot  the  ocean— and  ihxt,  even  in 
retirement,  our  If  a-ling  men  cannot  escape  iheir  in- 
sults and  persecnlion.  General  Jackson  is  pursaed 
to  his  fireside  in  T«nnei>sec;  Mi.  Kendall  is  pur- 
saed into  his  private  and  modest  retrra':ao  peace  for 
them  any  where:  the  London  paper>,  and  the 
American  oraiors,all  at  wot  k  upon  them  at  onCe. . 

Mr.  B.  here  paid  a  deserved  compliment  10  Mr. 
Keiidall,  and  remarked,  as  a  proof  of  his  integrity 
in  the  high  office  which  he  had  filUd,  that  all  the 
great  contractors  were  against  him — that  all.  or 
nearly  all,  were  repriutching  and  denooneirg  him. 
This  was  homage  10  his  integrity:  it  was  applause 
npon  his  administration.  Contractors  want  bar- 
gains; great  rontraetois  want  great  bargain!';  they 
want  a  coairaet  and  a  foitnne  tojicther,  and  trill 
praise  any  head  of  department  who  will  gratify 
Ibem  in  these  wisher.  To  grant  them  rich  con- 
tracts is  to  command  their  applause:  to  prefer  the 
public  interest  to  their-,  is  lo  incur  their  censure. 
This  censnre,  followed  by  unparalleled  persecution, 
Mr.  Kendall  his  received;  and  this  fact  is  equiva- 
lent to  the  highest  earthly  prcof  in  fav.orof  his  in- 
tegrity. If  any  thing  was  wanting  to  complete  the 
evidcBc;,  this  claom  from  a  London4iigh  Tory  press 
supplies  and  fVirnisbes  it. 

Mr-  B  resumed  his  readings  from  London  pa- 
per.', and  read  from  ibs  London  Times  ^f  S.-plem- 
ber  last,  soon  after  the  Maine  election: 

"AronajtheirdistiingnishedleaJeramay  be  ranked  flovemar 
Fairfield  of  Maine,  whose  fanaticism  was  countenanced,  if  not 
excited,  by  the  Preaidenl  and  his  cabinet.  But  the  sceptre  baa 
passed  friun  .hitlah,'  and  one  of  iIm  beneficial  result*,  it  ia 
Hoped,  will  iM  a  seulementnf  this  vexed  question.  If  it  c.iiinot 
be  arranged  without  an  appeal  to  arms,  (which  no  rational  man 
will  believe.)  the  aooner  this  fact  ia  known  the  better,  tianeral 
Harrison  wtll  come  into  power  with  tho  most  pacific  views,  ^i* 
will  be  surrtiiinded  and  susuibied  by  m«n  under  the  influence  of^ 
similar  sentiments." 

Mr.  B.  faid  this  was  a  mcst  pregnant  paragraph, 
and  went  beyond  any  that  bad  been  quoted.  Ic 
went  into  the  field  of  foreign  politics,  and  rejoiced 
that  a  Democratic  candidate  for  Qtjvemor  was 
defeated— that  the  sceptre  had  departed  from  the 
land  of  Judab.  Besides  this,  it  goes  into  the  senti- 
ments of  General  Harrison — assumes  to  know  hi^ 
policy — ^his  foreign  policy — his  policy  in  relation 
to  England— and  declares  that  to  be  pscific.  Here, 
then,  is  an  English  High  Tory  editor  arsuming  lo 
know  the  sen'itnents  of  one  tf  out  canlidates  for 
the  Presidency  who  would  make  no  declaration  of 
teniimenis  for  the  information  of  his  o«n 
fellow-citizens.  More  than  tbi:<:  he  assumes  to 
know  the  Cabinet !  to  know  the  gentlemen  who  are 
to  sorruund  the  General,  and  to  sustain  him !  and 
that  these  gentlemen  are  under  the"  inflticnce  of 
similar  sentiments  I  that  is  to  siy,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  a  pacific  policy  towards  England !  This  is 
really  curiouf,  and  leads  the  mina  back  upon  past 
events,  as  well  as  conducts  it  furward  upon  coming 
ones.  The  sentiments  of  a  Presir'eniial  cindidate, 
unknown  here,  to  be  known  in  London;  Ihe  new 
Cabinet  lo  be  known  there,  before  the  election  was 
over  here;  and  the  sentiments  of  this  Cabinet  de- 
clared to  tie  favorable  lo  English  in'ertsts.  These 
are  curious  revelations,  and  throws  the  mind  back 
upon  the  voysge  of  a  distinguished  Federal  senile- 
man  from  this  country  to  England  in  1S39 — his 
renanciation  there  of  bis  Chnvasi  for  the  Presiden- 
cy— his  cspoa<ial  of  Ihe  canee  of  General  Harrison 
— the  immediate  fonbcomlng  of  ihe  whole  British 
interest,  political  and  pecuniary,  in  favor  of  the 
General — and  the  declaration*  -from  so  many 
books,  laitera,  and  newspapers,  that  on  his  elcc  ion 
deprnded  the  pacific  setilement  of  the  boundary 
qtte-ttooiihepayment  of  the  Stati  debts,  and  the 
rise  in  value  of  all  sorts  of  Americin  Jtoeks.  The 
mind  is  forced  back  opon  there  reeolleciione;  and, 
while  cautious  justice  may  withhold  a  judgment, 
keen-e  ed  vigilance  ic  required  to  he  wide  awake. 
The  new  Administration  may  ht  Amtxieim,  but  thus 
far  the  signs  are  British. 

Mr.  B.  would  close  bis  reading  from  British  pa- 
pen  67  gtriDg  «  qnotaiioQ  from  one  nooe  the  el«c^ 
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tioa.  It  wa^  from  (be  Loodoo  Moroiog  Chroaicle, 
•nd.contaiard  tbe  British  bill  or  indictment  against 
Mr.  Van  Borea,  sod  tbe  congratnlations  cif  Ens- 
land  npon  tbe  elcetion  of  his  competitor.    Hear  it: 

■Tbt^lMtion  of  0«innl  Harrison  to  the  Freaidanejrof  tb» 
United fluin  i«  u>  erent  deeply  Intarmling  to  England. 

"Hr.  Van  Buten  was  the  deadlj  enemy  of  Great  Brililn. 
lie  ■tlmulated  the  various  crusades  against  paper  money.  He 
headed  the  conaphaeies  that  were  fanned  for  the  purpose  of  da- 
franding  Enztiah  creditors  out  of  the  debts  due  to  them  by 
Amarlea.  lie  waa  the  abettor  of  treason  in  Canada.  Be 
prompied  rtsistance  to  the  just  claims  of  England  In  reference 
to  the  Nonheaatem  bounduy  question. 

"Tho  sympathies  of  General  Harrison  point,  we  betlere.  In  a 
direction  the  reverse  of  that  to  which  the  prejadiceaof  Mr.  Van 
Burep  Inclined. 

■Tba  election  of  General  ItanisoB  Is,  In  short,  a  reault  on 
which  England  may  congratulate  hersell." 

Mr.  B.  «oald  make  no  comment  oa  Ibis  para- 
graph; and  be  begged  not  to  be  misunderstood.  He 
waa  dealing  with  foreiacoers,  not  with  his  own  fel- 
loW'Citizeos;  ht  wai  diseassing  the  question  of  tktir 
interference  in  ottr  election,  anl  for  tbit  purpose 
gaoling  their  acts  and  words,  and  showing  ilieir 
hopes  and  fears.  This  was  good  evidence  against 
them;  it  was  anthoriiatitre  agaiati  ifaem,  but  it  was 
not  aaihoriiatire  against  oar  own  citizens.  Tbey 
hare  a  nftht  to  be  tried  npon  their  own  merits — by 
their  own  acts  and  word.<;  and,  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, they  shiU  be  i>o  juilged.  The  President 
elect  shall  be  tried  by  his  acts— not  past,  bnt  future 
—his  acts,  from  and  after  the  4:h  day  of  March 
next  I,  for  one,  shall  close  my  eyes  upon  all  ibat 
friends  or  fees  have  said,  and  look  to  his  acts;  but 
the  signs,  it  mutt  be  admitted,  are  anything  bat 
aaspie:*as. 

Mr.  B  was  done  with  his  qootalions— done,  for 
the  present,  with  his  production  of  evidence  to  es- 
tablish a  foreign  interference  in  the  late  Presidential 
eicciion.  There  was  another  large  and  distinct 
branch  of  ibe  sam>  subject,  to  which  he  would 
maltt  no  allusion  now,  bnt  which  he  might  explore 
on  some  fniare  occasion.  A  few  remarks  on  an 
ineiiknial  point,  and  he  would  eonclnde.  It  has 
been  snppored,  said  Mr.  B.  that  in  alleging  a  fo- 
leigtt  interfeienee  in  our  eleciton,  I  was  also  alleg- 
ing an  appKcaiion  of  foreign  money  to  tbe  voters, 
and  acconnting  (or  the  loss  of  the  election  by 
snpposiog  that  all  Iheae  voters  had  been  bribed. 
No  such  (htng  was  said  or  intended — no  such  thing 
was  tbovght  or  issinnated.  I  spoke  of  the  interfe- 
ienee; and  not  of  its  effect — iis  degree — or  even  its 
mode  of  operating.  All  this  was  opening  a  field 
which  I  did  not  choose  to  enter;,builam  veryready 
to  say,  that  tbe  application  of  money  to  tbe 
mass  of  the  voters,  is  not  the  way  that  tlie- foreign 
moaeytd  power  operates;  that,  when  money  is 
appUrdat  all,  ills  not  to  tbe  ma.«s,  but  to  leading 
men,  and  confiJential  agen's  that  it  i*  delivered 
and  that  in  lane  tnms.  The  mass  are  operaied 
upon  tbroagh  the  maikets  and  tbe  pnblic  ioielii- 
aeneers.  Markets  are  reduced,  time.s  are  made 
hard,  the  money  market  is  tightened,  the  mass  are 
distre<aed;  and  all  these  evils,  they  are  taught  to 
believe,  flow  from  the  mi-government  and  mi>rule 
of  those  in  power.  This  is  tb*  nay  a  loreien  mo- 
nejed  power  interferes  in  the  affairs  of.a  free  Saie; 
and,  onbappily,  onr  affairs,  our  trade  and  ctirren- 
cy,  are  in  forri^n  haniLs — In  English  hands.  An 
Engli^i  minister  once  h>d  the  audacity  to  s«y  to 
Siuope  that  Boctand  held  tbe  lempesu  in  ber  hand! 
The  liaglisb  capitalists  may  ray  to  our  America, 
wiiboai  impadence,  and  wiib  petfect  truth,  that 
they  hold  onr  finances  in  their  hand!  The 
baseness  of  oar  paper  systen— its  dependence 
vpon  London — iIm  fatal  power  of  the  Bank 
of  Ibe  Unit'd  States— an  English  insiiititioa 
—all  plaoe  oar  currency,  onr  basinets,  «ur  mar- 
kets, onr  prosperity  or  misery,  nnder  British  .ron- 
trol.  An  order  frvm  London  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  make  money  f  caroe  or  plenty — to 
anspend  or  resume— to  ship  gold  to  Europe,  aad 
iaoBdate  America  with  post  notes  and  shmnlasiers; 
aa  order  of  this  kind  isobeved  wiib  the  alacrity 
wi  b  whieb  the  slave  obeys  the  master.  An  nrler 
ftom  tbe  sam'- quarter  to  take  part  in.  the  elections, 
is  obeyed  wi'-h  the  same  alacrity.  Some  gentle- 
men sty,  and  very  trolr,  that  tbe  di!><ress  of  tbe 
ti  >««s  has  eontiibaud  to  the  resalt  of  ihe  ettctioa- 
y.-'y  1<«<1 '  wd  wbere  did  Out  distress  come  from? 


Whence  came  all  tbe  expansions  at.d  contractions, 
panicii,  and  alarms,  suspensioos  and.  non-re- 
sumptions, issues  of  base  paper,  gambling  in  cot- 
ton and  stocks,  exportation  of  specie,  acd  all 
tbe  other  machinery  of  distress;  whence  came  it 
but  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States?  acd  what 
is  that  but  a  foreign  institution?  Others  say  that 
fraud,  double  voting:,  pipe  laying,  transfer  of  voters 
from  one  point  to  another,  Hnsians  coaducted  by 
po'ice  officers  and  agents  from  city  lo  city — that 
thete  have  done  madi  to  earry  the  election.  Very 
good!  and  where  did  all  this  fraad  and  villany  come 
from?  Where  did  it  all  originate?  In  tbe  Bank  of 
the  United  Staici!  and  what  is  that  bank  but  an 
English  institution?  Others  say  that  the  pnblic 
press,  the  travelling  orators,  and  the  emissaries, 
have  done  much  of  the  mischief.  Very  good! 
And  where  did  many  of  these  receive  thoir  impul- 
sion, and  their  regard?  In  this  same  Bank  of  the 
United  States — a  foreign  iastitation.  To  this  foon- 
tain  all  these  causes  are  traced,  so  that  in  attribnt- 
iog  the  election  to  the  distress  of  the  times,  or  lo 
the  frauds,  or  to  poblications,  it  all  comes  to  the 
same  thing.  They  are«ll  attribated  to  foreign  in- 
terference. 

Mr.  B.  believe  J  that  he  had  noV  justified  Ihs  al- 
lusion which  he  bad  made  a  few  days  since  to  the 
subject  of  a  foreign  interference  in  onr  election, 
and  his  assertion  that  the  change  of  the  Aimerican 
Executive  had  been  made  a  s'ock  jobbing  operation 
on  the  London  exchange.  He  believed  the  proof 
to  be  full  and  complete  to  this  point;  and  further 
than  that,  he  did  not  propose  to  puriue  the  inquity 
at  present.  He  had  shown  Ihe  inierference,  and 
the  object  of  the  interference;  and  he  had  intimated 
that  these  foreigners  were  not  going  to  content 
themselves  with  the  barren  honors  of  an  election, 
a  dance  in  a  log  cabin,  and  a  view  of  the 
,  precession  of  the  office  holders  going  out,  and 
the  office  reekers  coming  in.  Tbey  would 
have  something  more  su^iantial;  and  to  the 
le;tslative  power  tbey  would  to  k  for  that  some- 
thing. In  tbe  antnmn  of  the  year  1839,  these 
capitalists  held  a  meeting  in  London,  and  adopted 
a  resolution  to  send  agents  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  States  to  press  tbe  measures  which  were  neces- 
sary to  the  security  of  their  debts.  The  resolution 
was  adopted,  but  not  acted  upon.  It  was  in  these 
-words:  "  Thai  agmli  6>  tent  (o  the  State  Legitlatwit 
to  pren  ihe  loiJ  Ligulatures  to  appropriate  f%mit  to 
tedu'ee  the  amount  of  their  lerip,  and  ettablith 
sinfctng  funds  to  leeure  the  remnnder."  This 
resolution,  thouth  adopted,  was  not  acted  upon; 
and  a  change  of  direction  in  the  labors  of  the  agents 
seems  to  have  been  resolved  upon.  Instead  of  ap- 
plying to  the  State  Leieislatnres,  the  National  Le- 
gislatore  seemed  to  become  the  auihority  to  which 
appl'cation  should  be  made  for  the  payment  of 
the  S'Bte  debts.  On  the  I6h  of  Ocl(.ber  was  writ- 
.  ten  the  famous  letter  to  the  Barings,  telling  them 
what  they  knew,  that  the  S'a'es  had  capacity  to 
contract  debts,  but  also  tellirg  them  that  there  was 
no  way  to  compel  Ihe  States  to  pay  ihese 
rteMs.  Two  days  thereafter,  namely,  on  the 
18'h  day  of  0.;tobpr,  appeared  the  nntoriout  Lon- 
don Bankers  Circular,  prrposing  Ihe  assumption 
or  guarantee  of  these  debts  by  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment, and  on  the  appearance  of  that  prnpnsi- 
linn  here,  the  papers  in  the  interest  of  the  foreign 
organ — the  Untied  States  Bink  papers — not  at', 
but  most  of  them — immediately  adopted  and  advo- 
ea'ed  ihe  proposal.  The  non-assumption  resolu- 
tions, submitted  in  this  body  at  iis  first  su'bseqnent 
n>.eetine,  nipped  this  scheme  in  the  bud.  It  killed 
np  the  scheme  of  open  a^!■umpI'on,  and  knooked  it 
on  the  head — as  the  Independent  Tieasury  is  to  be 
knocked:  and  now  it  remains  lo  be  se^n  in  what 
manner  the  Briiith  capitalists  are  to  be  gratified. 

Open  assumption  being  out  of  the  question,  di:- 
guised  operations  become  the  sobsiitote:  and  this 
land  distribution  aeheme,  now  called  limited,  b^ 
comes  lh-°  first  step  in  the  unlimited  snecessiin  of 
mea-snres  which  are  to  end  in  the  total  loss  ot  all 
Ihe  land  revenne,  in  the  final  radolingof  all  the 
Siate  debts  on  the  broad  beck  of  tbe  Fc'eral  Union, 
and  in  giving  to  the  forcigoer  the  double  gratifica- 
on  of  aaciog  onr  defences  ne^leoted,  while  oar 
lereirae  is  poaitd  into  bi«  lap. 


DISTRIBUTION— PEOTECTIVE  POLICY. 

SPEECH  OF"mR.  WRIGHT, 

OP  NBW  YORK, 

Im'Smatb,  January  21, 1841. 

Mr.  CaiTTERDBN  having  addressed  the  Senate  at 
much  length,  animadverting  upon  tbe  measares  of 
the  present  Administration — 

Mr.  WRIQHT  said  it  wonld  be  onneoeasary  for 
him  to  say  that  be  had  not  power  to  answer  Oib 
renaiks  of  ibe  bonorabte  Senator  from  KentoeKy 
who  had  just  taken  his  seat.  [Mr.  CaimiiDcii.] 
He  (Mr.  Waiaar)  had  been  too  long  tberr,  and 
was  too  well  known  in  that  body,  to  attempt  to 
follow  the  lively  course  of  remark— the  been  and 
catting  satire  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tacky.  His  was  a  mor»  plain  and  bamble 
part — ihat  of  faets  so  far  as  be  andei«ood 
them,  and  of  areument  so  far  as  he  was  able 
to  bring  arguments  to  bear  on  those  facts.  He 
confessed  be  was  unexpectedly  called  upon  to  ad- 
dress the  Senate  in  immediate  reply  lo  Ibe  Senator 
from  Kentncky.  The  Senator  on  his  right,  [Mr, 
BacnANAN,]  10  whom  the  appeal  had  been  more 
particularly  directed,  had  yielded  the  floor  to  bim 
for  a  particular  purpose,  he  not  being  prepared,  as 
He  (Mr.  W.)  was  not,  iciihont  ezamination  into 
the  tacts,  to  answer  the  jramarks  which  bad  been 
made  on  the  subject  of  certain  items  of  public  ex- 
penditore. 

He  should  discuss  bat  one  shtgle  topic,  first 
briefly  noticing,  and  very  imperfiecily,  some  of  die 
remarks  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky. 
Bat  first  it  was  due  lo  himself  that  he  (Mr.  WaioHr) 
should  offer  bi-i  humble  apoUgy  for  an  intermption 
of  the  honorable  Senator,  not  tnat  it  was  nolioeS  by 
the  Senair,  but  because  it  was  discourteous 
on  his  part.  Still  it  was  a  compliment  to  the 
gentleman's  powers  as  a  debater,  for  it  wasan in- 
terruption which  nothing  could  have  drawn  from 
him  but  Ihe  rapidity  and  force  with  which  be  iras 
rushing  to  conqinsions  calculated  to  carrjr  his 
heaters  along  with  him,  and  to  lead  tbe  Seitate,  as 
Mr-  WaicBT  thoagbt,to  erroneous  impressions  apon 
tbe  pqints  he  was  discussing.  Hence  ihe  intermp- 
tion, for  which  be  sincerely  asked  his  pardon^ 

[Mr.  CsiTTCNDEif  courteously  remarked,  in  an 
under  tme.  that  apology  was  wholly  unneces- 
sary.! 

Mr.  Wrioht  continued.  Tbe  honorable  Senator 
then  told  the  friends  of  tbe  present  Admin'siration, 
they  bad  aitemptrd  lo  sneer  at  Ihe  now  dominant 
party.  Now,  if  he  had  said  or  done  any  thing  which 
sbonld  seem  to  have  given  tbe  honorable  Senator 
just  cause  for  such  an  imputation,  he  bad  said  and 
dene  what  he  had  not  intended  lo  say  or  do  He 
(Mr.  Wriort)  now  stood  in  a  mlooriiy  in  the 
country,  and  he  had  been  called  npon,  on  various 
occasions,  since  the  meeting  ol -the  Seuate,  losay 
th&t  be  desiied  to  demean  him.<elf,  with  ail  becom- 
ing mode&i)  and  humility,  in  that  UDforlanate 
condition;  bnt  yet  he  might  say  to  the  honorable 
Senator,  while  that  honorable  gentleman  was  pre- 
senting to  ihem  1,900,000  votes  on  hlo  side,  as  too 
large  a  body  tu  be  sneered  at,  thai  1,IOU,000  flreo- 
men,  as  a  minority,  mi^hl  look  and  smile,  tboogh 
they  sbonld  not  sneer.  He  admitted  that  the  Ad- 
ministration, which  was  to  come  in  on  the  4  h  of 
March  next,  came  in  by  a  vastly  larser  vote  than 
any  which  bad  preceded  ii;  and  he  would  tell 
tl^ose  gentlemen — and  he  did  it  with  fcdiagi 
of  kindness — that  they  came  in,  in  tbe  ftae 
of  a  minority,  in  nembers  aiid  proportion, 
much  more  poweifal  ibaa  any  previoua  Ad- 
ministration ever  yet  met.  Let,  then,  on  all 
bands,  the  admonition  of  the  honorable  Senator 
be  looked  lo;  for  while  it  dies  not  belong  to  tbe 
miooriiy-to  sneer,  the  nujority  have  ooi  adraBMc* 
enough  to  swagger.  The  great  sea  of  pablle  ofi- 
nion  cannot  bear  deep  agitation,  without  soiK  dan- 
ger of  a  change  of  power,  when  tbe  difiiereooe  be- 
tween the  cuniendiog  patties  is  so  small,  and  a- 
change  of  ten  per  cent,  may  easily  be  wroi^ 
against  him  who  dares  exc  te  this  immense  otMlof 
mind,  even  npon  the  surface.    Let  all,  ibea,  t^A- 
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V«U  ud  cuefnlly  to  theii  laeasares  and  to  iheir 
policy.  He  teok  the  reproof,  or  desirrd  to  do  so, 
with  whieh  the  boDorable  Senator  bad  favored 
hutself  and  party;  and  be  woald  be  Tery  glad  to 
profit  by  it.  At  the  same  time  be  wished  to  im- 
pnea  the  honorable  Senator  and  bia  friends  with 
the  palpable  troth  that  a  strong  party  mnsi  do  right, 
«r  be  overthrown.  Be  appeals  to  the  poblie  jndg- 
«ent  of  the  freemen  of  the  oonntry.  Mr.  Wbiobt 
dMerfnlly  acknowledged  the  propriety  of  the  iriba- 
aal,  and  its  perfect  jarisdiciioD,  whi!e  he  believed 
tbe  reprccentatires  of  majoiiiies  might  be  tome- 
tiiBM  WGODg,  and  that  conslitneat  majorities  nen 
eaaily  changed  by  over  confidence  on  the  part  of 
their  representatives,  and  by  conseqoent  measares 
having  more  reference  to  interests  and  classes  than 
to  enr  entire  consiitnency. 

Another  position  of  the  Senator,  in  the  course  of 
hi*  interesting  argnment,  was  that  tbey  (the  present 
■ajority)  "as  a  dying  patty,  upon  the  last  stage  of 
their  aondemned  term,"  were  endeavoring  to  do — 
vhatl  To  occDpy  tbe  ground  of  the  fatore  Ad> 
miatsintion,  and  to  forestall  itt  measures.  Was 
that  so?  Had  the  history  of  this  very  short  period, 
in  which  tbey  had  had  the  plfasnre  of  sitting  to- 
geiber,  warranted  such  a  charget  They  had,  ii  was 
troe,  intrtdaced  the  measure  nnder  dicusssion— a 
pre-emption  bill — a  prospective  pre-emption:  and 
Ibis,  it  wpts  true,  ia  that  retpeet,  was  a  novel  fea- 
tnre  in  a  settled  policy  of  the  retiring  Adminii'ira- 
tion.  What  wer4  the  great  mea.<ittres  of  policy, 
u  be  believed— for  no  man  could  speak  with  any 
certainty  on  the  subject — which  were  looked  to  by 
tbe  whole  country  as  the  measures  of  tbe  coming 
ia  Administratioii}  A  destruction  of  the  system  of 
fiaanoe  of  the  present  Admin i'>tration,  was,  be  sap- 
poaed  tbe  most  promiDenr.  Were  they  (the  pre- 
sent Administration)  responsible  for  presenting 
that?  He  knew  the  other  honorable  Senatrr  from 
Sealneky  would  discharge  them  from  such  an  ac- 
eaantion,  for  he  woold  feel  honored  in  acknow- 
ladging  that  he  had  himself  called  upon  tbem  (the 
present  majority)  to  undo  what,  with  intentions 
as  pore  to  their  country  as  those  which  govern  the 
gratleman  opposite,  tbey  had  done.  He  (Mr. 
WajoBT)  complained  not;  yet  sarely  they  oogbt 
not  to  b«  eharged  with  attempting  to  forestall  tbe 
■wastues  of  tbe  comii^  in  Administration.  Thus 
far,  the  resolotion  (o  repeal  the  law  ettablishing  an 
Independsnt  Treasury  for  the  country,  was  thrust' 
iq|»on  them  almost  as  soon  as  they  were  in  their 
■eats,  and  from  one  of  the  .great  leaders  of  the 
opposition  to  that  strictly  constitutional  and  traly 
republican  measure. 

Xfeii  as  to  this  proposed  distribution  to  the  States 
«f  tbe  proeeedi  of  the  public  lands.  Was  not  that 
looked  upon  every  where  as  one  of  those  measures 
which  woald  be  lavorile  and  prominent  «ih  tbe 
eoming  in  Administraiiun,  and  as  a  measore  againtt 
wbidi  the  existing  Administration  was  known  to 
have  SDStainrd  an  immoreable  opposition^  Were 
they  then  to  be  charged.— and  b«  would  observe,  if 
be  should  appear  to  speak  warmly,  that  he  spoke 
with  no  unkindness — were  they  to  be  charged  wiih 
bfiaging  this  measure  before  the  Sesa'e,  and,  by 
aeliog  upon  it,  with  forestalling  the  meamres  and 
policy  of  the  new  Adminisirationi  CeitaiBly  not. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Kentacky  [Mr.  Catr- 
TSl>l>Biil  would  concede  that  it  was  through  bis 
•ceney,  and  not  ibronab  the  agency  of  any  friend 
of  tbe  present  Adminisiraiioo,  that  this  que>iion 
baa  been  forced  on  this  body,  and  calls  for- its  ac- 
tion and  its  judgment. 

Taking  the  facts,  then,  as  they  stood,  iifere  tbe 
friends  of  tbe  Administration  chargeable  with  fore- 
stalling the  policy  o(  the  triumphant  Admioisira- 
tioa  which  was  now  so  neat?  It  had  seemed  to 
bim  that  tbey  were  not.  There  were  many  other 
lemarks  of  tbe  honorable  Senator  whicb  be  might 
Aotice,bnt  he  would  retnrn  to'thc  qnesiirn  before 
ibe  Senate,  for  tbe  purpose  of  diaeas&ing  briefly  the 
aipcle  point  which  bad  called  him  to  the  floor. 

^nie  proposition  before  the  Senate  was  to  ri>com- 
Vit  ttie  bill  to  tbe  Commitiee  on  Poblio  Lands 
which  had  reported  it,  with  instructions  to  reperia 
Ull  to  provide  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  those  lands  to  th?  Statrs,  as  a  part  of  the  instrne- 
tiona  proposed.  Tbe  point  he  wishei  now  to-dis- 
etK  related  to  ihia  part  of  the  JDsiractioos;  and  aV 


though,  at  the  comnieocem<'nt  of  tbe  debate,  be  had 
proposed  to  himself  to  diacass  this  whole  satjeci  of 
distribution,  his  present  intention  was  to  «xamine 
one  siqglc  ground  upon  which  the  policy  of  distri- 
bution was  urged. 

He  had  been  persuaded  to  take  this  course,  at 
this  lime,  hecause  he  had  seen  the  short  period 
which  remained  for  the  transaction  of  bnsinefs 
during  the  preseitt  session  of  Congress,  the  press  rf 
business  to  be  done,  an'd  the  great  anxiety  of  the 
peculiar  friends  li  the  pre-ei&ption  bill  for  its  pas. 
sage. 

This  should  control  his  present  action;  but  if  the 
debate  should  take  a  different  direction,  or  if  be 
shonld  retain  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  and  a  future  oc- 
eiuiion  should  arise,  in  conseqoenca  of  a  future 
prosecution  of  this  policy,  be  might  then  claim  the 
privilege  of  giving  his  rentimenu  at  large  upon  the 
proposed  measure  in  all  its  aspects. 

At  the  present  time  he  woald  consider  but  one  of 
the  arguments  by  which  it  was  supported  in  the 
country,  and  in  the  minds  of  a  portion  of  the  con 
stiinency  of  the  present  Congress.  He  referred  to 
its  connection  with  what  is  familiarly  known  as 
the  tariff,  or  the  protective  policy  of  the  country. 
It  must  be  known  to  many  of  the  members  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  thit  with  a  large  portion 
of  the'people  of  the  New  England  States,  and  he 
believed  lli«  same  thing  was  itne  as  to  porrions  of 
his  own  snd  other  States,  this  policy  of  the  dis- 
tribtion  cf  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  wsa  popu- 
lar, not  so  much  from  any  love  to  th';  ap- 
propriation and  application  of  ih''se  proceeds, 
as  from  a  wish  to  have  tliat  amoant,  whatever  it 
might  he,-  subtracted  from  the  Treasury,  that 
there  might  be  an  occasion  to  increase  the 
duties  on  imposts  to  an  equal  amoant.  This 
idea,  if  indeed  it  did  prevu  in  the  tariff  States, 
mns',  it  would  be  seen  at  on  e,  rest  upon  the  sup- 
position that  the  more  duties  there  were  imposed 
upon  imports,  the  more  protection  mnst  be  afforded 
to  domestic  mnnufactares  or  preduets,  coming  in, 
competition  with  tbe  import  thus  burdened  with 
duty.  Is  this  a  sound  inferencel  He  was  aware 
the  inquiry  was  addressed  to  tho^e  Senators  who 
represented  States  favoring  the  protective  pol'cy. 
He  was  not  sure  the  position  was  sound  or  practi- 
cal, but  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  both.  He  was  also 
sensible  that  it  might,  at  the  first  impression,  strike 
the  minds  of  the  Senators  from  theantitariffStatts 
as  being  an  arenment,  if  it  had  any  force,  in  favor 
of  the  policy  of  the  distribution.  He  entreated  all 
to  listen  to  the  sufrgestions,  and  to  take  time  to  weigh 
them  well,  before  tbey  ^should  be  made  the  founda- 
tion «f  official  action  upon  cither  Eide  cf  this  im- 
portant question. 

When,  then,  does  a  daty  commence  to  be  protec- 
tive? Is  it  so  either  to  our  manufaclurer  or  onr 
producer,  while  the  foreigner  has  the  entiie  and  et- 
clasiire  posws-ion  of  onr  market,  for  the  ?ale  of  his 
mannfactared  article,  or  foreign  produclioi.?  All 
would  say  no.  The  duty,  under  such  a  state  of 
things,  might  fill  the  public  Treasury,  but  it  could 
not,  in  any  possible  sense,  protect  any  domestic  in- 
terest. The  operation  of  the  tariff  of  duties  m"st 
commence  to  be  exclusive  and  prohibitory  before 
It  can  begin  to  be  protective.  It  mus%  to  some  ex- 
tent, shut  the  foreigner  from  our  market,  and  open 
it  to  the  doiie;iic  manufacturer  and  producer,  be- 
fore its  protective  featnres  can  be  at  all  valnable; 
and  when  this  process  once  cnmmiences,  the  farther 
it  is  carried  in  its  exclusive  and  prohibitory  action, 
tbe  more  protective  is  the  tatiff  under  which  it 
takes  place. 

But  what  may  be  the  effect  upon  the  revenne,'of 
this  protective  action? '  In  the  precise  proportion  in 
which  it  w  exclusive  and  prohibitory,  it  must  dimi- 
nish the  revenue  upon  imports.  In  other  words,  a'? 
far  as  any  tariff  f-hall  be  protective  in  its  action  and 
effect,  just  so  far  it  must  be  a  tariff  not  the  most  per- 
fectly filled  for  the  purposes  of  revenue.  Tnat 
tariff  which  is  best  adaptt  d  lo  the  purposes  of  reve- 
nue, by  i'self  considered,  must  be  tiiat  which  pro- 
motes the  greatest  amnant  of  importations  and  ths 
greatest  amount  of  revenue  combined.  That  tariff 
which  is  b'st  adapted  to  tbe  reasonable  purposes  of 
protection  is  the  one  which  shall  place  American 
aitd  forei^  iatere^is  of  the  same  character  open  a 


par  in  our  own  markct«,  anJ  this  is  the  least  whiok 
the  tariff  interests  can  de^ite. 

Try,  then,  the  policy  of  this  measure  with  these 
interests.  It  is  now  proposed  to  teparate  from  the 
Treasury,  to  give  away,  the  revenue  from  the  lands, 
our  principal  source  of  internal  reveooe,  and 
that  for  the  pnrpoi^e  of^  affording  an  opporlonily 
to  impose  higher  duties  where  protection  is  desired. 
This  is  acting  upon  the  princ.ple,  not  simply  that 
thehifiher  thednty  tbegieater  wi'l  be  the  proiee. 
tion,  but  also  that  the  higher  the  rate  of  duty  the 
greater  will  be  the  aqaount  of  revenue  received. 
A  single  reflection  will  convince  any  one  that  this 
will  be  true  only  while  the  fnreignrr  has  the  exolu* 
sive  possession  of  ihs  maikei,  and,  by  necessary 
consequence,  the  duty  is  n<'t  protective  at  all.  If 
tbe  high  rate  begins  lo  exclude  the  foreignrr  and 
let  our  own  produce  or  manufactures  abmfeie  with 
him  ia  the  market,  tbe,qiiestion  of  revenue  imme- 
diately becomes  incidental,  and  its  amount  Will 
depend,  regardle>s  of  the  rale  of  duty,  upon  l).e  ad- 
vantage which  the  slate  of  trade  and  of  the  laaikct 
gives  to  the  foreiso,  or  the  domestic  parlie.<,  at  any 
/given  period.  If  the  protec'ive  influence  shall  pre-  , 
.domina'e,  the  foreigner  will  be  driven  from  the 
market  and  the  revenue  will  fail.  How,  then,  is  it 
10  be  supplied?  Most  cleatly,  if  impoM  be  tbe  on- 
ly resort,  by  a  reduction  of  the  ra'e  of  duty,  until 
the  foreigner  can  again  come  into  the  domestic 
market,  upon  grounds  of  tulvantageous  oompcl^ 
tion.  In  other  wor<.s,  by  taking  from  the  tariff  its 
protective  and  giving  it  a  revetiae  preponderance. 
Can  there  be  a  doubt  that  this  must  be  tbe  principle 
of  action  in  all  such  legislaiioii? 

Hoi",  then,  is  the  principie  of  protection  to  be 
preserved  ooosl&tenlly  with  its  action?  By  giving 
away,  or  destroying,  all  our  sources  ef  iniemal 
revenue,  and  making  onr  Treasury  wholly  de- 
pendent upon  imposti>?  Or  by  fostering  and  pre- 
serving every  souice  of  iDternalievcnue,  so  far  aa 
the  stale  of  the  Treasury  will  permit,  that  when  oar 
tariff  for  revenue  shall,  by  the  course  of  trade,  or 
exchange,'or  national  policy,  become  projective,  we 
may  preserve  it  so,  apd  aoi  be  cempsiird  to  reduce 
onr  rates  of  daty,  to  invite  the  foreigner  into  our 
markets,  to  undersell  our  own  citizens,  that  our 
Treasury  may  be  sustained  from  the  duty  to  be  in- 
posed  iipon  the  impertations? 

The  proposition  now  under  consideration  is  to 
give  away  to  the  States,  lo  uhe  from  the  National 
Treasury,  rur  lichest  source  of  internal  teveanc, 
the  proceeds  of  the  sal.s  of  the  public  lands,  an 
amoant  of  from  three  and  a  half  to  fi'ur  mijlieiw 
of  dollars  aoncally,  and  to  throw  ihaiTrea-.niy  ex- 
clusively upon  a  revenue  from  customs  for  de- 
pendence and  support.  This,  iok,  is  proposed  lo 
be  done  at  a  time  when  the  whole  revenue  from  lands 
and  customs  is  not  equal  to  the  payment  of  the  or- 
dinary expenses  of  the  Qovernment.  And  why  is 
th'S  strange  policy  to  be  adopted?  Why  is  this  most 
stable  souice  of  revenue  to  be  cut  off,  and  given 
away  in  gratuities,  when  we  are  borrowing  money 
to  pay  the  expenses  oi  the  nation? 

Among  other  grounds  assigned  for  the  strange 
policy,  one  is  that  be  bad  mentioned — to  favor  tbe 
prr'tective  policy,  by  makinc  tbe  occasion  for  in- 
creased duties  upon  imj)ort«.  Could  it  be  neces- 
sary for  him  to  say  more  to  show  that  this  ground 
was  not  su  lainable? — that  this  policy  would  ba 
suicidal  to  the  interests  it  was  advocated  to  protect? 
It  seemed  to  bim  not.  Ttie  proposition  was  too 
plain  to  admit  of  amplifieattnn.  Duties,  to  be  pro- 
tective, must  b«,  10  a  greater  er  less  exient,  exclu- 
sive and  prohibitory;  must  have  aiendcncy  rather 
to  diminish  than  to  increase  revenue,  by  givtag  a 
fair  portion  of  the  maiket  to  dcmcstie  prodoots 
and  manufactures  to  the  exclusion  ot  fore'ga;  and 
when  the  e  is  a  deficiency  of  tctenue  from  imposts 
unc^er  such  a  system,  it  must  be  supplied  tioia  in-* 
tcrnal  sources,  nr  the  protecMon  must  be  surren- 
dered, the  duties  rfduc^il,  greater  advantages  piven 
to  the  foreigner  in  our  market,  and  tba  impor:a- 
tionsbethusincrea'td  Under  our  system,  tbe  in- 
ternal sources  of  revenue  are  the  proceedt  of  tbe 
land',  excise,  and  direct  taxa'ini\  Give  away  tbe 
former,  and  who  expects  a  Cosgiess  will  ever  be 
found  tn  resort  lo  cither  of  the  latter  to  raise  revo- 
nae,  when  it  can  be  raised  by  duties  on  imports? 
Who  will  believe  that  excise,  or  direct  taxaiiog, 
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Willtvtr  beintpcsed  lo  lare  a  protectire  taiiffl 
No  mu  aeqaaioted  wi^b  the  lieeliogs  of  the  people, 
or  the  Mtioa  cf  legislative  bodies  elected  by  the 
people,  woold  indn'e*  >aeh  a  hope. 

Onrsonrces  of  internal  reveDoe  then,  which  do 
Mttpriog  from  laxj-. mod,  mast  be  preserved  and 
foaterid,  or  a  protective  po'icy  cannot  be  indrpen- 
denily  panwed. 

Take  the  articles  of  wool  and  woollen?,  the  great 
Northern  and  Eastern  inttrestt.  So  regolaie  the 
tariff  that  American  wool  holds  the  market  against 
the  fareigo  ariiclr,  and  that  Ameriean  eloihs  can 
enlerinlo  tbe  consomption  of  ibe  conntry  in  fair 
icompetitiott  with  the  foreign,  and  then  rxpetieace, 
as  at  Ibis  time,  adefieiency  of  reTcsne,  that  arising 
from  an  immen;e  public  domain  having  been  taken 
from  the  Treasorv,  and  given  to  the  Staies.  What 
are  yon  to  do.  Will  higher  duties  prodnee  more 
rerennet  Noi  in  the  case  snpposed;  for  when  the 
competition  is  even,  or  balancing  in  faror  cf  the 
dome&tic  interests,  more  dnties  will  be  prohibition; 
'  and  while  protection  may  be  rendered  perfect  by 
•Dch  legislation,  all  revenue  will  be  lost.  You 
mtist  redooe  the  dutv,  then,  and  tbtis  invite  impor- 
tailoDs  to  raise  yoar  teveaae,  and  having  no  other 
teMorce,  the  policy  woald  be  compalsory. 

It  is  a  mistake,  then,  to  a^snme  that  this  mea- 
tnie  will  necessarily  favor  tbe  protected  interests 
ai»l  the  protective  p(>licy.  It  may  injure  both.  It 
isa  miaiake  to  suppose  that  forcing  iheTreasnry  to 
aa  ezelnsive  dependence  npon  revenue  from  im- 
port*, will  tccnre  the  system  of  protection.  It  may 
destroy  it.  Tbe  Treasury  of  the  na'ion  mast  be 
anpplied;  and  if  such  imports  as  are  consistent  with 
tbe  system  of  protect!'  n  do  not  vield  tbe  reqnisite 
leveaoe,  tbe  protection  must  be  yielded  to  ihtf  ne^ 
cessiiy  for  revenae. 

There  ii  another  consideration  grawing  out  of 
the  policy  of  making  the  Treasury  dependent  npon 
a  revenne  fiom  imports  a'onp,  which  deferves  the 
serioos  examioaiion  of  all,  belore  it  shall  be  adopt- 
ed a»  tbe  policy  for  our  country.  Where  will  rest 
tbe  control,  bjib  as  to  our  supply  of  revenue  and 
tbe  protection  of  oar  domestic  lutertstF,  nnder  such 
a  palteyl  Will  it  be  in  the  hands  of  Congress,  or 
ia  foreign  hands?  Congrets  can  invite,  but  Con- 
gress ciDDOt  compel  imp  Ttations.  Those  great  in- 
terests which  regulate  the  trade  of  ihe  world  govern 
oar  impoiiations;  and  ihey  are,  at  all  times,  sub- 
jeet  to  the  influences  of  foreign  interests  and  foreign 
policy,  as  well  v>  our  own.  Make  iheTreasnry  of 
tbe  nation  exclnsivrly  dependent  upon  these  im- 
portations, and  it  too  must  be  equally  in  subjection 
10  the  same  infla;nces.  Tbe  protective  f^'amres  of 
oar  tariff  br come,  in  iheir  operattrn,  injurious  to 
some  important  interest. of  a  country  with  which 
oartrade  is  eiiensive,  and  produce  a  desire  on  tbe 
part  of  that  country  to  change  oar  rates  of  duly. 
Uor  Treasury  is  solely  dependent  npon  revenae 
from  Imports,  and  by  conseqiienee  proportionably 
dependent  upon  importaiions  from  tbe  country  in 
qiHstion.  It  slops  its  trade  with  us.  Oar  revenue 
falls  off,  and  our  Treasury  is  made  empty,  while 
we  are  told,  reduce  your  rates  of  duty,  and  the 
aasprnded  trade  shall  be  renewed  and  extended. 
Can  Congress  regulate  this  attempt  to  control  our 
polioy  by  a  forcgn  poweil  By  a  countervailing 
policy  it  can;  but  that  will  not  produce  revenue,  or 
ftll  oar  Treasury;  and,  it  our  sovrces  of  ioleinal 
revenae  be  deMrnjed,  or  given  away,  can  only  be 
adopted  and  sustained  by  a  resort  to  direct  taxation. 
Wlial,  in  such  a  case,  wouKl  be  likely  to  be  dooe7 
Woald  our  system  of  protection  be  adhered  to,  rr 
oUr  duties  be  relneed?  If  we  have  the  land  reve- 
nae to  supply  the  Treaisury,  tbe  countervailing  po- 
licy will  be  likely  to  govern  ns;  but  if  it  it  to  be 
resorted  V^,  at  the  expense  of  direct  taxation,  pro- 
teetioa  will  be  very  snre  lo  be  yielded,  and  the 
*  Treasury  supiilied  by  arrdoeiirnnf  our  rates  of 
duly.  In  short,  if  «e  piaee  our  Tre«snry  in  a 
eoaidition  to  be  exclusively  dependent  upon  cnv- 
lOBis,  our  policy  mast  be  to  invite  importations,  to 
bniden  them  as  lightly  as  possible,  lest  they  are 
tnraed  into  other  channe's,  to  make  he  trade  of 
foreigners  with  as  as-  prvfiuble  as  possible,  that 
diey  may  consent,  tbrrugh  its  means,  to  supply 
««r  Treasniy. 

Can  eensideraiions  sneh  as  these  fail  to  convince 
fha  tariff  iataieats  in  our  eoifntry  tbai  thty  are  apt 


fostered  by  giving  away  our  fonrces  of  internal 
revenae,  and  forcing  onrselves  into  a  state  of  en- 
tire dependence  upon  foreign  trade  fnr  the  supply 
of  oar  National  Treasoryl  It  seemed  to  him  not. 

Nor  could  ihis  view  of  the  operation  of  this  dis- 
tribution, properly  considered,  render  the  measure, 
or  tbe  policy,  more  acceptable  to  tbe  anti->ariff  in- 
terests. They  desire  the  least  possible  amount  of 
duties  confbtent  with  a  healthful  and  certain  reve- 
nae, and  it  is  admitted,  on  all  hands,  that  the  dis- 
tribniion  lo  the  States -of  the  land  revenue  will  pro- 
duce the  instant  necessity  of  an  inereai^  of  duties 
to  the  full  extent  of  the  money  taken  from  the 
Treasury  for  dstribution.  Whetever,  therefore, 
may  be  the  effec'  npon  the  protective  policy,  the 
influence  of  the  measure  npoa  the  free  trade  prin- 
ciple eanp.ot  be  rqnivrcal. 

These  snggeslions  had  been  hastily  and  crudely 
given,  and  yet  he  hoped  he  had  sofficieitly  de- 
veloped bis  views  to  enable  the  member*  of  the 
Senate  to  understand  him.  It  was  to  them  be  de- 
sired to  address  blraself  npon  this  point.  They 
would  reflect  npnn  tbe  ideas  be  had  thrown  out, 
and  be  knew  ibey  would  allow  them  all  the  weight 
they  deserved,  if  indeed  they  thould  be  found  to  de- 
serve any. 

He  wonld  take  up  but  a  very  few  moments  more 
of  their  time  in  briefly  replying  to  some  other  ob- 
servations of  the  S;nator  from  Kentucky.  If  he 
nndersiord  that  honorable  Senator — and  he  begged 
him  to  believe  ihst  he  did  not  wish  lo  misunder- 
stand him — hesaid  that  tbe  present  Administration 
had  spent  135  milions  of  dollars  in  tbe  four  years 
of  its  term;  and  that  npon  roads,  harbors,  canals 
ships,  fortifications,  &e  there  had  been  expended 
but  nine  millions  of  dollars. 

He  (Mr.  Weiobt)  bad  not  the  means  at  band  to 
examine  ibis  matter,  but  he  believed  in  the  four 
years  they  had  be«n  in  the  habit  of  passing  bills 
annually  for  fortifications  of  from  a  half  to  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars — for  tbe  navy  of  from  five  to  six 
millions,  including  a  permanent  appropriation  of 
half  a  millon  to  be  exdosively  expended  for  the 
increase  of  the  navy,  eeparate  from  the  support, 
repairs,  and  the  like,  as  well  as  sundry  large  ap- 
propriations for  steam  ships — for  harbors  largs  ap- 
propriations, nearly  annually,  if  not  entirely  so; 
though  for  roads  and  canals  he  was  happy  to  know 
little  or  nothing  had  been  dene,  because  he  con- 
sidered all  snch  expenditnres  by  ibis  Qovemment 
wrong  in  principle  and  impolitic  in  practice.    ' 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said,  in  justice  to  himself, 
be  should  explain,  that  he  did  not  inclnde  Ihe  re- 
pairing of  ship?,  and  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  the 
men,  but  the  mere  building  of  t'hips.  , 

Mr.  WRIQHT  had  understood  the  Senator  lo 
speak  simolv  of  iha  shins,  and  not  of  the  pay,  but 
he  .<^apposed  he  had  intended  to  include  rebuilding 
repairs,  and  similar  expenditares. 

Well,  then,  the  Senator  said  there  were  some 
one  hur.dred  and  twenty-six  millions  of  dollars' 
which  had  been  expended  within  four  yeers,  and 
how  expeodedl  Why, expended  in  pursnaisce  of  ap- 
propriations made  by  ibem^ielves  (Congress,)  and 
for  that  whole  peiiod  they  had  h>>d  the  honorable 
Senator'.^  watchfulness  and  guardian  care  over  them, 
constantly;  and  be  b'ieved  he  did  ihat  honorable 
Senator  no  injustice  when  be  said,  that  if  be  had 
seemed  to  fetl  more  dis<!atifSrd  at  one  time  than 
another  with  the  vote; of  him,  (Mr.  Wr'obt,)  it 
was  when  he  voted  against  appropriationa.  Still 
he  admitted  there  might  have  been  abuses  prac'i^ed 
in  expenditnres — lie  was  not  prepared  to  say  there 
had  not  beer;  but  he  said  cheerfully — what  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Bdcba- 
nan]  .«aid  >e^ierday— he  challented  investigation, 
not  in  a  spirit  ol  triumph,  but  with  a  patriotic  feel- 
ing towards  the  country  and  its  ioleresit.  If  there 
had  been  abui'e,  let  exposure  and  pnnishment  be 
visited  upon  the  guilty;  rn  him,  if  he  were  tbe  man; 
on  his  test  friend;  on  any  man,  whoever  he  micht 
be,  in  this  vast  nation,  who  had  embezzled  the  pub- 
lic money,  who  had  squandered  it  improperly,  or 
nho  had  been  unfaithrnl  in  a  pecuniary  trust.  He 
again  said  examine,  but  examine  with  juiiice  ant] 
iruib.  That  was  all  the  favor  he  asked;  and  he 
now  appealed  to  that  great  parly,  for  acme  of  the 
members  of  which  he  cbcri&hed  a  feel  ng  tiordering 
on  friendship,  to  do  to  tbeir  oppooean  jattice~<u> 


tell  the  imib  of  them — and  to  punitfa  itiedi  only 
when  they  should  be  found,  afi*r  earefnl  and  fair 
examination,  to  deserve  it.  The  papers  and  re- 
cords were  soon  to  pass  into  Iheir  hands,  and  iha 
means  for  investigation  would  be  ample.  Let  itot 
tbe  desire  to  find  fenit  be  paramoont  to  the  obliga- 
tions of  truth  a9d  justice. 

Another  subject  has  given-  employment  lo  the 
honorable  Senator's  talent  for  satire  in  no  stinted 
measure.  He  referred  to  the  Senator's  sedtntef 
army  of  militia,  which  the  President  is  said  to 
have  organised,  lo  prosecnte  the  Indian  war  it 
Florida. 

Previous  lo  the  late  elections,  the  honorable  Se- 
nator and  bis  parly  told  a  very  different  story, 
touching  the  military  designs  and  propensities  of 
the  President.  Then  his  pnrpoee  was  a  "UtuMtK 
army"  of  300,000  men — militia,  it  is  true — to  be 
used,  not  to  snbdue  the  murderous  Seminole,  bat  to 
prostrate  the  liberties  of  this  free  counrry,  lo  breair 
down  the  Constitution  and  Ihe  Union,  and  establish 
a -military  d^poiism  upon  the  ruins. 

He  (Mr.  Wrioht)  could  not  forget  this  startling 
ground  of  the  Opposition  during  the  late  contest, 
because  he  had  then,  41s  now,  constantly  found  him- 
self contending  upon  ihis  point  before  meetings  <d 
the  people,  and  then,  as  now  too,  as  the  resalt  had 
proved,  contending  against  antagonists  who  were 
more  than  a  match  for  him.  Then  the  President 
was  a  fearful  despot,  a  tyrant,  and  through  the  ia- 
stnmentality  of  unr  neighbors,  our  friends,  our  fa- 
thers, brothers,  sons,  the  militia  of  the  country,  eca- 
verted  into  a  Otnding  trmrf,  not  of  regular  sotdicfS, 
with  Iheir  permanent  officers,  but  of  miiitta,  was  to 
destroy  tbe  liberties  of  this  our  beloyed  land,  and 
lo  rule  our  sixteen  millions  of  people  as  a  miKiary 
despot, 'supported  and  sustained  by  these  900,000 
citizen  soldier^ ! 

What  is  the  President  nowt  In  what  fVightfiil 
aspect  does  the  Senator  present  him  to  the  coantrx 
on  this  day?  As  imbecile  in  the  extreme;  as  to  termi- 
nate an  Indian  war  of  some  four  or  five  years' dura- 
tion.whicb  has  baffled  the  efforts  of  our  whole  gallaat 
little  army  for  that  entire  period,  by  means  of  a 
ledeniary  arnqr  of  six  BDHDnxo  men.  A  corps  of 
sedentary  militia  of  that  formidable  namber. 

Of  one  thing  he  (Mr.  WBiaar)  hoped  he  might 
now  aaure  himself,  and  that  was  that  this  new  ai^ 
.my  of  six  hundred  liUing  men  would  not  frighlea 
from  their  propriety  the  great  party  of  which  the 
honorable  Senator  was  so  distinguished  a  member, 
nor  render  them  inconveniently  uneasy  in  regard 
lo  the  safely  of  Ibe  liberties  of  Ihe  country;  most 
especially  so  when  a  few  weeks  miut  lerminaie  the 
cemmand  of  tbeir  present  chieftain. 

Look  at  these  positions.  That  man  who,  on 
the  first  days  of  November,  was  to  cleave  down 
tbe  liberty  of  the  people  by  a  standing  army  of 
militia,  was  now,  in  January,  to  defend  the  conn- 
liy  by  600  men,  whose  duty  it  was  to  sit,  not 
stand,  and  who  were  limited  loan  employ  meat 
within  twenty  miles  from  tbe  place  on  which  they 
set.  Now  he  ihonght  there  was  a  little  extrava- 
gance in  all  this;  and  he  could  not  believe,  after 
all,  that  there  would,  thereby,  be  msch  added  to 
tbe  expenses  of  the  Oovemmeot. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  read  the  order  of  General 
Reed,  lo.  which  he  bad  referred,  but  tho  Reporter 
conid  not  nbain  a  copy.  Of  the  authority  ol  the 
order,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  knew  nothing.  It  had 
teen  placed  in  his  har.ds,  and  was  a  pnblicalion 
from  a  newspaper. 

Mr.  WRIOHT  had  only  referred  to  the  mailer, 
because  it  bed  been  introdoced  by  the  honorable 
Senator.  He  ihongbl  it  wholly  irrelevant  to  tbe 
subject  before  Ihe  Senate,  and  was  not  disposed  to 
consume  further  lime  about  it.  What  be  bad 
learned  from  the  remarks  of  the  geniteQan,  and 
the  extract  he  had  read  from  an  unknown  auiliori- 
ty,  constituted  the  whole  of  his  information  upon 
the  suhject.  He  bad  never  before  heard  of  even 
the  existence  of  this  mNitia  force,  this  sitting  ai^ 
my;  and  he  certainly  did  not  desire  lo  extend  le- 
marks.  npon  a  subject  about  which  he  knew 
nothing. 

A  word  npon  another  sabject.  The  boaoraUe 
Senator  complained  that  there  had  been  a  wantca 
expenditure  of  money  for  supplies  for  tbe  army  ia 
Florida  and  ttie  Cretk  and  Cberoliee  couatrie*^ 
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that  itrovisiens  had  been  parcbasetl  for  high  prkei, 
wbidi  were  not  used;  and  that  ihey  bad  been  sold 
at  pnblio  auction  for  Jew  prices.  These  might  be 
facts.  The  Senator  read  from  a  printed  docoment 
'which  he  [Mr.  Wriobt]  had  never  leen,  but  which 
be  preauaed  was  good  authoiiiy  for  his  positions. 
Did  it  follow,  ho*  ever,  that  ih?  present  Presideol 
waa  ia  fanlt  in  the  matteil  Did  it  follow,  by  ne- 
waailjr,  that  any  person  was  in  fanli;  and  if  any 
peiaon,  would  it  not  be  more  just  to  state  who  was 
tke  oAeer  in  oommand,  who  bad  charge  of  the  pur- 
abases  apokea  of,  and  under  what  public  agent  the 
property  had  been  thus  s^acriSced? 

There  had  been  a  period  in  our  history,  if  he  was 
not  mistaken  as  to  faeis,  when  provisirns  par- 
ebaaed  for  the  aw  of  our  armies,  at  a  dearer  me 
erwi  than  those  referred  to  by  the  Senaisr,  bad 
been  piled  toseiber  and  bnrned,  to  furnish  light  for 
a  distinguished  retreating  General  fiom  a  reireal- 
iBg  eneiry;  and,yet,  neither  ihe  General,  nor  the 
Administration  under  which  he  served,  was  con- 
deaued  either  for  the  military  achievement,  or  ihe 
loss  of  Ihe  public  propetty.  This  did  not  take 
place,  as  his  memory  told  him,  upon  ihe  South- 
weaien,  but  open  the  Mrllaoeiiirn  froniier,  and 
not  daring  the  Florida  war,  bat  the  war  with  Eng- 
laid  of  1813->15. 

Bad  the  offlteer  in  ehaiige  of  this  property  in  the 
Indian  country  par»aed  ibis  course;  had  be,  instead 
ct  his  auction  sale,  burned  the  supplies,  and  made 
a  prcoipiiale  retreat,  the  Administration  he  served, 
as  well  at  himself,  might  have  been  spared  ibeie 
abarp  censnres.  He  however,  as  Mr.  Waionr  be- 
lieved, had  accomplished  ihe  duty  as>igned  to  him, 
and  was  ready  to  dismiss  his  force  to  (heir  homes, 
so  far  as  they  were  militia,  and  to  other  service  so 
far  as  they  were  regulars,  and  ihe  supplies  not  be- 
ing wanted  at  the  station  where  they  were,  and 
transpoilalion  being  ihe  principal  iogredient  of  their 
cost,  lie  took,  whether  wisely  or  not,  the  expedient  of 
apnbliesale  at  anciion,  rather  ihan  that  of  a  second 
traaqwriaiion.  If  the  prices  pad  at  the  sale  were 
low,  the  loss  was  the  greater,  .but  it  was  not  a  total 
loss,  nor  was  ihe  property  consumed  to  fnmish  a 
light,  not  for  a  porsoed,  bat  retreating  general.  He 
Iboaght,  therefore,  he  was  authorized  to  say  that  if 
tbe  entird  public  loss  in  toe  one  case  was  not  cause 
for  eensnre  upon  ihe  general,  but  rather  for  his 
greater  elevation,  the  partial  loss  in  the  other  couM 
BOt  be  a  broad  ground  for  the  sweeping  condemna- 
tion of  a  whole  Administration. 


CESSION  AND   DISTRIBUTION  BILLS. 
SPEECH  OP  MR.  CALHOUN. 

OP  BOCTH   CAROUNA. 

In  SmaU,  JamMiy  93,  1841— On  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  CaiTraNDaw  to  the  pie- 
emption  bill,  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lands  among  the  States. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  the  propositicin  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mt.  CairrcNDEN]  to  d's- 
tribnie  the  proceeds  of  ibe  sales  of  ihe  public 
lands  among  the  several  Siaiec,  <*as  no  s'raoger  in 
this  chamber.  His  c<.lleague  [Mr.  Clat]  had  in- 
trodneed  it  many  years  since,  when  he  was  in  the 
Opposition,  and  had  ofica  pressed  il«  passage  as  an 
Opposition  measnre,  and  once  with  f  uccejs,  while 
tbe  Treasury  was  groaning  under  the  weight  of  a 
snrphis  revenue,  ot  which  Concress  was  willing  to 
free  it  on  almost  any  terms.  Ii'was  then  vetoed  by 
General  Jackson,  and  has  had  to  contend  ever 
sine*  againit  the  resisteoce  of  his  and  the  present 
Adminisiration. 

Bat  it  is  now,  for  the  first  time,  introduced  on- 
der  different  auspices,  not  as  an  Opposition,  bat  an 
Administration  measure— a  measare  of  ibe  coming 
Administration,  if  we  may  judge  from  indications 
that  can  scarcely  deceive,  (t  is  brooght  in  by  a 
Senator, who,  if  rumor  is  to  be  credited,  is  selected  as 
a  member  of  the  new  ci.bihet,  [Mr.  Crittenoeo] 
backed  by  another  in  the  same  condition,  [Mr. 
Waasna]  supported  by  a  third,  [Mr.  Clay]  who, 
mil  know,  must  exercise  a  controlling  inHnence 
over  that  Administration.  It  is  then  fair 
to  presume,  that  it  is  not  only  a  measare,  bat 
•  iMdIng  measare  of  General  Harrison's  adminis- 
iration, poshed  forward  in  tdvanoe  of  bis  iHtnga^ 


ration  by  those  who  have  the  ri::ht  of  onsideriog 
themselves  bis  organs  on  this  floor.  Regarded  in 
this  light,  it  acquires  a  vastly  increased  importance 
— so  much  so  as  to  demand  the  most  serious  and 
deliberate  consideration.  Under  this  imprei^sion  I 
have  carefully  re-examined  the  mea!>a(e,  and  bave 
been  confirmed  in  the  opinion  previously  entertain- 
ed, that  it  is  perfectly  nnconsiiiaiional,  and  preg- 
nant with  tbe  most  disasurons  consequences;  and 
what  I  now  propoie  is  to  present  tbe  result  of  my 
reflection  under  each  of  these  views,  beginning 
with  the  former. 

Whether  the  Government  can  conitilu'ionally 
distiibute  the  revenue  from  the  public  lande  among 
the  Slates,  must  depend  on  the  fact,  whether  they 
belong  lo  them  in  their  united  Federal  character, 
or  individually  and  separattly.  If  in  the  former, 
it  is  mmifest  that  the  Government,  as  their  com- 
mon agent  or  imsice,  can  ha  ire  no  riuht  to  di«lrt- 
buie  among  them  for  llieir  individual,  separate  use, 
a  fund  ('erived  from  proj  erty  held  in  iheir  united 
and  Federal  character,  wiihoat  a  spi>cial  power  for 
,thal  purpose,  which  is  not  pretended.  A  position 
so  clear  of  itself,  ar.d  resting  nn  the  rstablishrd 
principles  of  law,  when  applied  to  individuali  hold- 
ing ptoperty  in  like  manner,  needs  no  illnslratioo. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  ihey  belong  to  ihe  States  in  their 
individual  and  separate  character,  then  tbe  G'» 
vernment  would  not  only  have  the  right,  bft  wonid 
be  bound  to  apply  Ihe  revenue  to  the  separate  use 
Stales.  Sj  far  is  incontiovertible,- which  presents 
tbe  question,  in  which  of  the  two  characters  are 
the  lands  held  by  the  Sta'etl 

To  give  a  satisfactory  answer  lo  this  queitioo, 
it  will  De  necessary  to  distinguis'h  between  the  land's 
that  have  been  ceded  by  the  Sia'es,  and  those  that 
have  been  poichasel  by  tbe  Gtovernmenl,  eut  of 
the  common  faiids  of  the  Union. 

The  principal  cts^iuiu  were  made  by  Virginia 
and  Georgis;  the  former  of  all  tbe  tract  of  country 
between  the  Ohio,  the  Mississippi  and  the  lakeii, 
including  tbe  States  of  Ohio,  Indians,  Illinois,  and 
Michigan,  and  the  Territory  of  Wi^konsan;  and 
the  latter  of  the  tract  included  in  Alabama  and 
Mississippi.  I  shall  begin  with  the  cession  of  Vir- 
ginia, as  it  is  on  that  the  advocates  for  distribution 
mainly  rely  to  establish  the  right. 

I  hold  in  my  band  an  extract  of  all  that  portion  of 
the  Virginia  deed  of  cession,  which  has  any  bearing 
on  the  point  at  issue,  taken  from  the  volume  lying  on 
tbe  table  before  me,  with  the  place  marked,  and  to 
which  any  one  desirous  of  examining  the  deed  may 
refer.  The  cession  is  "lo  the  C/hiied  States  in  Con- 
gress BTserobltd,  for  the  benefit  tjf  said  Stales  " 
Every  word  implies  the  States  in  their  united  Fede- 
ral character.  That  is  tbe  meaning  of  the- phrase 
United  States.  It  stands  in  contradirtinclion  to  tbe 
States  taken  separately  and  individually,  and  if 
there  could  be,  by  p  -ssibiiity,  any  doubt  on  that 
point,  it  would  be  removed  by  ihe  expression  'in 
Congress  assembled"— an  aremblage  which  con- 
stituted the  very  knot  that  united  them.  I  regard 
Ihe  execn'ion  of  sach  a  deed,  in  rnrh  an  as-em- 
blage,  to  the  UniUd  Slates  $o  aasemhUJ,  so  conclu- 
sive, that  the  cession  was  to  them  in  Iheir  united  and 
apgregate  chaiacler,  in  cenradisiinction  to  their 
individual  and  separate  character,  an-l  bynece»sary 
consequence,  the  lands  so  ceded  telonged  to  them 
in  Iheir  former  and  not  in  their  latter  character, 
that  I  am  at  a  los^  for wordK  to  make  it  clearer.  To 
deny  it,  would  be  to  deny  that  there  is  any  troth  In 
language. 

Bat  as  giroDg  as  this  ia,  it  is  rot  all.  The  dred  pro- 
ceeds and  !ays  that  all  the  lands  so  ceded,  "shall  be 
considered  a  eomtnim  fnnd  for  Ih"  use  and  benefilof 
suth  of  theUni'ed  States  as  have  become  members  of 
the  Conf  dtraiim,  or  Fideral  allimee  of  said  States, 
Virginia  inclusive,"  and  oone.lodes  by  saying  "and 
^hall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  tor  that 
purpose,  and  for  no  other  u«e  and  purpose  what- 
ever." If  it  were  possible  to  raise  a  doubt  before, 
these  fot',  clear,  and  explcit  terms  would  dispel  it. 
It  is  imposvible  fur  language  lo  be  clearer.  To  be 
"considered  a  eotinnon  fund,"  an  expression  di- 
rectly in  contradistinction  to  spparate  or  individual, 
and  is  by  necessary  implication  as  clear  a  negative 
of  (be  latter,  as  if  it  had  been  positively  ex- 
pressed. This  common  fund  to  "be  for  the  use  and 
iMiwat  of  itPMbof  lb*  Vnited  States,  u  bave  he- 


come  or  shall  become  membeis  of  the  Cuo'ledeta- 
tion  or  Federal  alli.tnce;"  that  is  as  clear  as  lan- 
guage can  express  it  for  thrir  coipmon  use  in  their 
uDii>-d  Federal  character,  Virginia  being  inchlded 
as  ti>e  grantor,  out  of  abundant  caniioa. 

[Here  Mr.  Clit  said  in  an  audible  voice,  there 
were  other  words  not  cited.  To  which  Mr.  Cal'^ 
H  UN  replied:] 

I  am  glad  to  bear  the  Su>nator  say  to,  as  it  showji, 
not  only  ibat  be  regards  tbe  eipressioas  cited  staod> 
ing  alone,  as  clearly  eslabli^hing  »  bat  I  contended 
for,  btit  en  what  he  relies  to  rebut  my  conclo- 
sion.  I  shall  presently  tbow,  that  the  expres- 
sion to  which  he  refers  will  utterly  fait  him. 
Til*  concluding  words  are,  *'>hall  be  faithfully  and 
bona  fii*  disponed  of  for  that  use,  and  nn  otner  U'« 
and  purpose  whatever."  For  that  use — that  is,  the 
common  use  of  tbe  S'ate<,  in  their  capacity  of  mem- 
bers ff  Ihe  Confederation  or  Federal  alltance— 
and  no  other;  positively  forbidding  tu  use  the  fund 
to  be  derived  from  tbe  lands  for  tbe  upanOe  use  of 
Ibe  Stales:,  or  to  be  distributed  among  them  for 
their  separate  or  individual  use,  as  proposed  by  this 
amendment,  as  it  is  po^ible  for  wor<(s  to  do.  So 
far,  all.  doubt  would  i-eem  to  te  exolodcd. 

But  there  are  other  words  to  which  ihe  Senator  re- 
fers, and  on  which  the  advocates  of  the  measare 
vainly  rely  to  establish  the  lijjht.  After  asserting  that 
itsball  be  considered  a  cnmmun  fund  for  the  use  sod 
benefit  of  the  S'ate.s  that  are  or  >ball  become  mem- 
bers of  Ihe  Confederattun  or  Federal  alliance, 
Virginia  inclusive,  it  adds,  "according  to  their 
usual  respective  proportions  in  the  general  charge 
and  expenditure."  '  Now,  I  assert,  if  these  words 
were  susceptible  of  a  consiruclioR  that  the  fund  was 
intended  for  the  separate  and  individual  u.se  and 
benefit  of  the  Stater — which  I  utterly  deny — yet  it 
would  be  contrary  to  one  of  the  fondaiCental  rnles 
of  eonsirpciion  to  give  them  that  meaning.  I  re- 
fer lo  the  well  known  rale,  that  doubtlul  expres- 
sions, in  a  grant  or  other  instrument,  are  not  to  be 
so  construed  as  lo  contradict  what  is  clearly  and 
plainly  expressed — ^as  would  be  the  case  in  this  in- 
stance, if  they  should  be  so  constrned  as  to  mean 
Ihe  separate  and  individual  use  and  benefit  of  the 
States  teverally.  But  they  are  not  suscepiib'e 
of  such  constraction.  Whatever  ambienity  may 
be  supposed  to  attach  to  them,  will  be  readily  ex- 
plained by  reference  to  the  history  of  the  times. 
The  ccs.<ion  was  made  under  the  old  Articles  of 
Confederation,  according  to'  which  tbe  general  or, 
common  fund  of  Ihe  Union  was  raired,  not  bf° 
taxation  ou  individuals,  as  at  present,  bat  by  re- 
quisition  on  tbe  States,  proportioned  among  them 
accjrdins  to  ihe  assc'-sed  value  ff  theli .  improved 
lands.  An  account  had,  of  coarse,  to  be  k»pt  be- 
tween each  Slate  and  the  common  treasury ;  and 
these  words  were  iiiseried  simply  to  direct  that 
the  funds  from  the  ceded  lands  were  to  be  credited 
to  States  aecordmg  to  the  proportion  they  had  to 
C"ntrtbuie  to  the  general  or  common  fond  rerp.re- 
lively,  in  order,  if  not  enough  should  be  rtceivrd 
from  the  lands,  to  meet  their  contribotirn,  they 
should  be  debiied  with  the  deficit;  and  if  more  than 
sufficient,  crediied  with  the  excels  in  making  the 
next  rtquisition.  The' expression  can  have  no 
other  meaning;  and  so  far  from  countenancing  the 
construction,  that  ihe  cooimon  fund  from  the  lands 
should  be  applied  to  tbe  sepaiaie  ore  of  the  States, 
it  expressly  provides  how  it  >hall  be  credited  to  tbe 
confederated  or  allied  States,  in  their  account  cur- 
rent with  the  general  or  common  fund  of  that  Con- 
federvcy.  The  opposite  interpteiaiion  would  im- 
ply tbe  most  palpable  contradiction  and  ab«ur- 
dity. 

But  it  is  asked,  what  would  have  tr  be  done  if 
their  had  been  a  perm.-.nent  sarplnsl  Such  acase 
was  scarcely  supposable,  wiib  the  heavy  debt  of 
the  Revolution,  aud  the  small  yield  fioA  Ihe  lattd 
at  tbe  time;  but  if  it  had  occurred,  it  would  bave 
been  an  unforseen  conllDgeney,  to  be  provided  for 
by  tbe  United  Statev,  lo  nhum  the  fund  belonged, 
and  not  by  C:^ngre5s,  as  lis  agent,  or  tra&tee,  for 
its  minasement. 

That  this  expression  was  intended  merely  to  di- 
rect how  the  account  should  be  kept,  and  not  to 
make  ihatth'^  separate  property  of  the  S:8t:B  indi- 
vidually, which  bad  been  declared,  in  the  most  em- 
rbtiio  manner,  to  belong  to  ibem,  and  to  be  lUd) 
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bj  them,  *s  a  common  fant*,  ia  Ibeir  anited  federal 
ebamcier,  we  woald  have  the  most  coaelnoire 
proof,  if  whit  has  been  stated  already  was  not  sr>, 
in  the  fael  that,  in  th;  deeds  of  ees.«ion  from  all  rhe 
other  Slates,  Misssacbaselts,  Connncticat,  New 
York,  Norh  Oarolioa,  and  Sonlh  Carolioa,  these 
wor^  are  omitted. 

Alt  to  the  eetsioD  from  Georgia,  it  U  imporaible 
dtat  there  should  be  two  opinions  aboot  it.  It  was 
made  noder  ibe  present  Government,  and  in  the 
yttj  words  of  ibe  Vii^inia  cession,  excepting  the 
words,  '•according:  to  their  usual  re  peciive  propor- 
tion io  the  ;eaerai charge  and  ezpeaditnre."  The 
omission,  while  the  other  portion  was  exactly  co- 
pied, is  tirnificanr.  The  old  system  of  reqoisiiion 
on  the  Slates  to  sapply  the  common  treasury,  un- 
der the  Articles  of  Confederation,  had  been  «ap«r- 
aeded  by  taxes  laid  directly  on  the  people,  nnder 
the  present  Guvernraent,  and  it  was  no  longer  ne- 
cessary to  provide  for  the  mode  of  keeping  ibe  ac- 
ooaat,  and  for  that  reason  was  omiiied.  But  t!>e 
cession  by  Georg'a  was,  in  reality,  a  purchaie. 
The  United  Stales  has  paid  fall  consideration  for 
the  land,  incloding  the  expense  of  exiingDisbing 
the  Indiain  titles,  and  other  charge;;  and  of  coarse 
the  portion  of  the  pablic  domain  acquired  from 
that  ^late  may  be  fairly  considered  a*  standinc  on 
the  same  principle,  as  far  as  ihe  present  question  is 
concerned,  as  that  pnrcfaased  from  foreign  powers. 

So  undeniable  is  th«  c>:nclnsion  that  the  lands 
ceded  by  the  6iates  cere  ceded  to  iHem  in  their 
united  and  aggregate  cbaraeler  as  a  Frderal  com- 
nnnity,  and  not  in  their  separate  and  individual, 
that  (ha  Senator  from  Maesachosetls  was  forced  to 
adnii,  if  I  andeisiood  him  correctly,  (and  if  noi,  I 
wish  to  be  corrected,)  that  they  were  so  ced<d  io  the 
Ant  instance,  but  only  for  the  pnrpo&e  of  paying 
the  public  deb',  and  that  on  iis  (Joal  diseharee,  ihe 
lands  became  the  separate  property  of  the  Slates. 
This,  sir,  is  a  perfectly  gratuitous  assumption  on 
the  part  of  the  Senator,  and  is  directly  opposed  by 
the  deeds  of  cession,  which  expressly  provide  that 
it  shall  be  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  Stales  in  their  aaiiel  and  Federal  chsrac'er, 
without  restriction  to  the  public  debt,  or  limitation 
io  point  of  lime,  or  any  other  respects.  This  bold 
Mdnnwarntnled  assertion  may  be  regarded  as  an 
implied  aeknowledgment  on  his  part  of  the  iruifi  of 
theoon^itraction  for  which  I  contend,  and  an  which 
Ihe  Qovemmcnt  has  ever  acted,  but  now  attempted 
to  be  changed  en  a  false  assumption. 

The  residue  of  ilie  public  Uods,  including  Flori- 
da and  all  ihe  rfgion  beyond  the  Mi-s'.°sippi,  ex- 
tending to  the  Pdc  fi«  Ocean,  and  constituting  by 
far  the  greater  pari,  siand.^  on  a  different  footing. 
Tbey  were  purchased  out  of  the  common  funds  of 
th«  Union,  colle':ted  by  taxes,  and  belorg,  beyond 
all  qqrslioD,  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  in 
their  federal  nnd  «;grt-gate  capacity.  This  ba'! 
not  I'eeii,  and  cannot  be  den  led;  and  yet  it  is  proposed 
to  distribuie  the  common  fond  derived  from  the 
rales  of  iheM,  as  well  as  from  the  ceded  lands,  in 
direct  violation  of  the  admitted  principle  that  the 
agent  or  iiustce  cf  a  common  concern  has  no  right, 
without  express  authority,  to  apply  the  joint  funds 
to  the  separate  use  and  benefit  of  its  individual 
aeaberf. 

But  setting  a'<ide  Ibe  jcoasiilutional  objeciioo,  as 
conclusive  as  it  is,  I  a»k  what  contidrraiion  of  exr 
pediency— wh^l  ursent  neeessity — is  there  for  the 
adoption,  at  this  lime,  of  a  measure  so  extraordi- 
nary as  a  surrendrr  lo  the  Spates,  for  their  iodi- 
vidnal  use,  of  ihe  important  por  ion  of  the  revecoe 
derived  from  ibe  public  domain,  which,  ii  is  pro- 
bable, will  not  fall  Khort,  on  an  average  of  ifae  next 
lea  years,  of  five  millionc  of  do1lar>t  Is  the  Tre.v 
s«iry  now  bard-ncd  wiih  a  surplus,  far  beyond  the 
wants  of  Ibe  Governmrnt,  for  nhif-.h  all  are  anxious 
to  devise  some  meea-ure  of  relief,  ai  wa'  Ihe  ca^e 
when  the  tSenator  intrndnced  and  passed  bis  scheme 
of  dl-tribuiion  fiTmerlyt  On  ibe  contrary,  is  it 
Dot  in  the  very  opposite  coodiiion— one  of  exbau;- 
tioo,  witb  a  deficit,  according  lo  the  statement  of 
thai  Senator,  and  those  who  act  wi<h  him,  of  many 
milUoas  of  dollars?  And  is  not  the  revenue  still 
deelinivg,  so  that  in  a  rhort  time  the  present  deficit 
will  be  doublel  To  inke «  broader  view,  I  would 
ask,  is  Ihe  condition  cf  the  country  les?  unfavora- 
Ha  to  Ihe  adoption  of  the  measure  iban  Ibe  stale  of 


th?  Tieasnr}?  Is  there  an  individual  capable  of 
taking  a  coiDprehen^ive  view  of  our  foieign  rela- 
tions at  this  moment,  who  does  not  see  the  impe- 
rious necessity  of  applying  every  dollar  ibni  can  te 
spared  to  guard  against  coming  dangers,  more  es- 
pecially on  that  element  where  a  revolution  so  ex- 
traordinary is  going  on,  by  the  all-powerlul  agency 
of  stea-n,  both  as  to  the  means  of  attack  and  de- 
fence? 

If,  then,  the  slate  of  the  Treasury  and  the  condi- 
tion of  the  coantry  so  urgently  demand  Ihe  reten- 
tion of  this  important  branch  of  revenue,  for  ihe 
common  use  and  objects  for  which  ihe  Govern- 
ment nas  created,  what  posvible  votives  e^n  im- 
pel those  who  are  (horily  lo  be  charged  with  its 
administration,  to  bring  forward,  at  such  a  period, 
Ihe  extraordinary  proposition  lo  take  from  Ihe  ne> 
cessiiies  of  the  Treasury  and  the  country  so  laree  a 
sum,  to  be  distributed  among  the  States  for  their 
repatate  snd  individoal  use?  To  this  question 
bat  one  answer  has  been  or  can  be  given — that 
many  of  the  Stales  want  Ihe  money.  The^  have 
contracted  deb's  furthrir  own  individaal  and  local 
purposes,  beyond  their  ordinary  m;ans,  and  which 
the  dominant  party  in  those  Stales  are  unwilling  to 
mei;t  by  raising  taxes  on  Ibeir  own  people,  for  fear 
of  being  turned  out  of  power.  The  result  has  been 
a  loss  of  credit,  followed  by  a  depreciation  of  their' 
bondj,  held  by  rich  capiialist.^  at  home  and  abroad. 
The  immediate  object  of  this  scheme  is  to  raise  the 
credit  of  the  indebted  Slates  by  distiibuting  the  re- 
venae  from  the  lands;  thai  is,  to  surrender  about 
one-foarib  of  the  permanent  revenue  of  the  Union, 
and  that  the  most  certain,  lo  enhance  the  value  rf 
the  Stale  bonds,  now  greatly  depies«ed.  because 
some  of  the  indebted  States  do  not  choose  to  raise, 
by  taxes  on  their  own  people,  the  means  of  paying 
their  own  d^bts.  To  have  a  tm*  coaception  of  the 
whole' case,  it  mast  be  borne  in  mind  that  these 
bonds  were  taken  by  the  capitalists  on  this  and  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic  on  speculation,  in  the 
regular  coarse  of  business,  as  a  profitable  invei-t- 
m?nt,  and,  many  of  them,  at  great  depreciation; 
and  that  the  demand  on  the  common  Treasury  is 
substantially  to  make  gord,  not  only  their  losses, 
but  to  enable  them  to  realize  thtir  anticipated  pro- 
fits.   Such  is  the  object 

We  are  tho  i  brought  to  the  question,  in  what 
manner  is  this  deficit  of  at  least  five  millions  to  be 
supplied?  By  taxes — additional  taxes  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  country,  preparing  th?  v  ay  for  ^lill 
higher  by  combining  the  indebted  States  with  the 
tariff  interest,  lo  impose  heavier  burdens  on  that  im- 
portant but  oppressed  branch  of  industry.  Wines 
and  silks  are  to  1>e  selecd,  un^er  the  plea  of  tax- 
ing luxury;  and  much  manoenvring  has  been  re- 
sorted to  in  order  to  enlist  the  tobacco  interest  in 
favor  of  the  tax,  with,  I  fear,  too  much  snceess. 
They  are,  I  admit,  (air  objects  of  laxation,  atd 
ooght  10  bear  their  due  proportion  of  the  public 
burden.  I  am  prepared  to  act  on  that  opinion 
when  Ihe  tariff  comes  up  for  revision,  as  it  mus', 
at  ihenest  fessioa.  Igofar'bcr:  Fix  ihe  amount 
which  the  just  and  neces.^ry  wants  of  Governmeat 
may  require,  including  Ihe  revenue  from  the  lands, 
and  I  will  cheerfully  sgree  to  lay  as  much  on  luxu- 
ries as  gentlemen  will  agree  to  lednce  on  necFsja- 
ries.  It  i-i  my  favorite  syttem,  and  I  am  prepared 
to  go  a:  far  a^  any  one  io  that  direction.  But  I 
shall  not  agree  to  impose  a  cent  on  luxuries,  or  ne- 
cessaries, on  the  rich  or  poor,  to  pay  the  dtbts  for 
which  this  Gsverument  is  in  no  way  r<spon<ib>e,  and 
which  weeannot  pay  without  a  palpable  violation 
of  Ih-  Cons'iiuiion,  and  gros-  injastic;  to  the  great 
body  of  the  community.  I  was  struck  wiih  the 
fae',  ihai,  while  ih';  Senator  [Mr.  Webster] 
held  out  ai  one  moment  that  the  duties  on 
wines  and  h  ks  would  fall  on  the  consumers, 
and,  by  consequence,  on  Ihe  rich,  in  the  very 
next  he  informed  u»  that  ihey  would  not  rise  in 
price  in  ronseqarnee  of  the  duties,  and,  of 
course,  ihry  would  entirely  escape  from  them.  To 
prove  that  Ihcy  would  not  increase  in  price  in  con- 
sequence of  the  duties,  he  a8.sQmed,  as  a  principle, 
that  where  one  country  is  the  principal  producer  of 
certain  articles,  as  France  was  of  wine  and  silks, 
and  another  a  principal  consumer  of  ihem,  as  the 
United  Stales  were,  a  duty  imposed  on  them  by  the 
latter  would  bare  lb?  effect}  not  if  rtviisf  ibt 


price  in  the  coonirj''  where  it  was  laid,  bat  to  r». 
duoe  it  where  ihoy  were  produced;  that  is,  to  ie^«» 
it  in  France,  and  not  to  raise  it  in  the  United  Swo, 

Now,  I  put  it  to  the  Senator,  whether  the  loa, 
taking  bis  own  conclusion,  could  fall  on  the  Fnitk 
producers  of  wines  and  silks,  wi-hont,  in  its  roe. 
tion,  falling  also  on'  the  American  producers  cfih 
prodac^s  given  in  exchange  for  tbem — that  ij,  tie 
growers  of  t'  bacco,  rice,  and  cotton,  vbicli  fir- 
nish  almost  ex-lusively  the  means  of  paymeai?  b 
it  not  clear,  if  they  eaannt  sell  as  high  or  as  nntk 
to  ni,  in  consequence  of  Ihe  duties,  that  we  in  tort 
cani:et  sell  as  high  or  as  much  to  tbem  in  vmt- 
quence  of  Ihe  fall  of  price  on  their  prodixiil 
Their  loss  must  be  followed  by  oats;  and  it  follon, 
aiJcording  to  the  Senator^  own  reasonirg,  ibtt  ike 
five  milUon^,  which  is  proposed  to  be  raised  \ij 
duties,  to  make  good  the  deficit  caused  by  Die 
di«lribntion,  woBlU  be  filched  from  the  poekefsof 
Ihe  honest  and  industrious  produeen  of  our  great 
staples,  atod  not,  as  alleged  by  the  Senator,  from 
the  w  .-altby  consumers  of  wines  and  sUkt.  It  it 
out  of  their  bard  earnings  that  the  means  most  be 
raised  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  bonds  o(  ibe 
States  in  the  bands  of  foreign  capitalists.  The  8^ 
naior  must  surely  hold  in  low  estimation  the  inieHi. 
grace  and  spirit  of  the  Southern  planter,  in  sappcn- 
ing  such  a  pioposition. 

But  I  lake  still  stronger  grounds.  The  neeetsarj. 
effect  of  all  duties  is  lo  diminish  the  imports;  tail 
the  consequence  of  diminishing  the  imports  is  to 
diminisb,  in  the  same  pioporlion,  Ibe  exports.  Im- 
gons  and  exports  are  dependent  earb  on  the  other. 
If  there  can  be  no  imports,  there  can  be  ao  exports; 
and  if  there  be  no  export*,  there  can  be  no 
impor's.  The  exports  pay  for  the  imports, 
and  Ibe  imports 'for  the  exports— the  one  al- 
ways implies  the  other.  So,  if  the  imports  are 
limited  in  amount,  the  exports  mssi  be  limited, 
when  fairly  estimated  to  Ihe  same  amount,  and  vee 
■ens.  But  the  efft  cts  of  all  duties,  whe^ier  diey 
fall  on  the  consumers  of  the  articles  on  which  they 
are  laid,  or  on  the  producers,  must  be  to  ditmaiih 
the  amount  cf  the  imports,  and,  by  oonseqoeitce,  of 
the  exports.  In  a  word,  daiies  on  imports  affect 
the  amoont  of  the  exports  to  the  sam*  extent  that 
they  do  the  import*;  and  it  would  have  just  ite 
same  effect  in  the  end,  whether  the  deficit  of  fin 
millions  which  would  be  caused  by  the  distribatioa, 
be  raised  by  a  duty  on  tobacco,  rice,  and  cotton,  or 
on  the  wines  and  silks  for  which  they  might  be 
exchanged.  The  loss  wonld  fall,  in  either  case,  oo 
the  same  interest,  and  lo  the  same  amoast,  aed 
tho«e  immediately  connected  with  it. 

Bat  I  rise  to  higher  groonds.  As  bad  as  Ike 
scheme  is  in  a  finaneial  view,  it  is  far  worse  in  a 
poliiical.  The  most  deadly  enemy  of  oor  S}s«m 
could  not;  in  my  opinion,  propose  a  measoie  betta 
calculated  to  subvert  the  Constitution  and  the  Giv 
vernment.  It  would  necessarily  place  the  Stale 
Governments  in  direct  aniagonist  relations  wiih 
this  on  all  quesiions  except  that  of  collecting  and 
distributing  ihe  reivenae,  which  wonM  ead  ia  de- 
feating all  the  objects  for  which  it  was  iasritoted, 
and  reduce  it  ultimately  to  the  odioas  capacity  of  a 
mere  tax  collector  for  the  State  QoTnuBcnts.  Ia 
this  there  can  be  no  mis'ake. 

The  money  lo  be  distribnied  woa'd  go,  not  to  t!» 
people  of  t'le  States  individually,  but  to  the  SxK 
Leei^latures;  or,  to  be  more  specific,  to  themc- 
jorily,  or   raiber  to  the  dominant   puriicn  of  ibe 
majnrilv,  which  for  the  time  might  have  ibe  esx- 
Iro!.  They,  and  thfir  friends  and  inpporters,  vcnld 
profit  by  Ibe  scheme.  The  money  distributed  woaid 
be  applied  in  the  most  effective  way  to  srcntc  that 
ascendency,  an  I  lo  give  tbem  the  lion's  abate  cf 
Ihe  profit.  The  dominant  party  in  the  S  arcs  woa'd 
ihes  be  enlisted  to  continue  and  enlarge  the  disai- 
bolion;  and  when  it  is  added,  that  the  snnt  ex- 
pended in  the  States  would  embrace  power  ful  local 
interests,  which  would  be  seen  and  fell  in  iis  eff«» 
by  large  portions  of  the  people,  while  the  expesdir 
litres  of  the  Government  would  be  on  obj'c-sctf  a 
general  character,  connected,  for  the  most  fma, 
with  Ibe  defence  of  Ihe   couoify   against  fofcHS 
danger,  which  would  b«  Utile  felt  or  i«garde4s9 
the  great  body  of  the  community,  except  in  vstf, 
or  on  the  eve  of  hoeiiliiiea,  I  haaud  noihiif  a 
assciting,  that  ihe  interrsiain  iiiTor  of  disitihuuf 
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the  reveane  wodid  orerpo^^er  that  of  expendimres 
by  tbe  General  QorernDMDt,  even  on  the  most  ne- 
oessaiy  objects;  the  cooseqaeDce  of  which  wuuld  be 
such  u  has  been  stated.  Be  a-ssared  that  the  sys- 
tem, ooce  fiirly  commenced,  vould  go  on  and 
enlarge  itself,  till  every  branch  of  revtnae  woald 
be  absorded,  when  tbe  Govetnmeot,  divested  of  alt  ' 
its  consiitnlional  funeiioos,  would  eipire,  ander 
nnirersal  scorn  and  conteoipt.  Sach  mast  be  the 
end  of  this  most  dangeroos  and  nncoosiitadooal 
-measore,  ihovhi  it  ever  be  adopted.  ' 

Bat  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Web- 
bteb]  and  others,  allege  that  the  cesMon  of  the 
lands  to  the  new  Stales  is  itself  but  a  mode  of  distri- 
bwioD,  with  a  riaw,  doabtless,  to  weaken  tbe  force 
of  my  objections  to  this  amendment.  If  it  be 
•o,  I  can  only  say  that  it  is  not  intended,  and 
if  I  can  be  satisfied  that  it  is,  I  wonid  be  the 
first  to  denounce  it.  Its  (>bject  is  to  remedy 
what  I  believe  to  be  great  and  growisg  disorders  in 
tbe  operation  of  oar  land  syslem,  as  it  now  exists; 
bat  as  daogeroas  as  I  regard  them,  I  woold  never 
eonsent  to  remedy  them  by  a  measure  which 
1  regard  as  rastiy  more  dangerous.  Bat  the  Sena- 
tor will,  if  I  mistafc*  not,  find  it  far  more  easy  lo 
call  it  a  scheme  of  distribution,  than  to  prove  it  to 
be  80,  or  even  that  it  is  in  the  slightest  degree 
analogoas  to  it  in  any  partiealar,  as  I  hope  to 
prove  in  some  stibjequent  stage  of  this  discasdon. 

I  have  heard,  Mr.  President,  with  pleasure,  the 
deep  deanaciations  leveled  against  the  wbble 
scheme  of  cistribution,whetber  applied  to  tbe  reve> 
nne  froralands  or  taxes.  It  streogthtn^  my  confi- 
dence in  the  force  of  truth,  and  the  eonviciion 
that,  if  one  has  the  courage  to  do  his  dniy,  regard- 
less of  defeat'  foi  the  time,  he  may  hope  to 
ontlive  error  and  misrepresentation.  Let  me 
add,  if  any  of  the  deonnciatioBs  were  aimed  at 
ae,  they  passed  harmless  over  me,  and  fell  on  ao- 
oiher,  t^ainst  whom  I  would  b«  the  last  to  otter  a 
eensnre  in  his  retirement  and  declining  ytar^,  how- 
ever opposed  to  him  while  in  power)  The  Senate 
'Will  understand  thttt  I  refer  to  Oeneral  Jackson.  It 
is  far  from  agreeable  to  me  to  imrodnee  his  name 
here,  or  to  Speak  of  myself;  but  1  am  compelled, 
from  tbe  remarks  made  in  a  certain  quarter,  to  do 
'  so,  not  from  any  ieeling  of  egotism,  (for  I  am  too 
ineoneiderable  to  involve  what  concerns  me  indivi- 
daally  in  the  discussion  of  so  grave  a  subject,)  but 
that  I  may  not  be  weakenrd,  as  t))e  opponent  of 
this  most  dangerous  measare,  by  any  misconcep- 
tion of  my  past  coarse  in  relation  to  the  scheme  of 
distribution. 

It  has,  sir,  been  my  fortnne  to  be  oppos- 
ed to  tAe  scheme  from  the  be/inning.  It  origi- 
nated with  a  former  member  of  thb  body, 'Mr. 
Dickerson,  of  New  Jersey,  and  recently  Sicretary 
of  the  Navy,  a^  far  back  as  the  year  1827.  Hij 
proposed  obj'>ct  was  to  strengthen  the  protective  ta- 
litr  interest,  by  disiribaliog  a  part  of  its  proceeds, 
(if  I  remember  correcily,  five  millions  of  dollars.) 
annually,  among  the  Slates,  in  the  manner  proposed 
by  this  amcixdmcnt.  I  took  my  stand  egaiast  it, 
promptly  and  decidedly,  on  its  first  agitation,  as  a 
measure  dangerous  and  nnconstltaiiooal,  and  well 
calculated  to  fix  the  protective  system  permanently 
on  the  country.  The  next  year,  the  oppressive  ta- 
riff of  1328  was  p-isstd,  and  the  year  afterwards 
General  Jackson  waselecied  President,  with  the  ex- 
pectation, as  far  as  South  Carolina  supported  him, 
that  he  would  use  his  p<itronage  and  inttaencs  to  re- 
p«al  that  obnoxioas  act,  or  at  least  greatly' reduce 
tbe  burthen  it  imposed. 

But  ii  was  the  misfortune  of  General  Jackson 
and  the  country,  that  when  he  arrived  here  to  as- 
sume the  reigas  of  Government,  he  was  strong- 
ly prepocsessed  in  favor  of  the  plan  of  distributing 
the  surplus  revenue,  after  the  final  payment  of  the 
public  debt,  under  the  impression  that  it  would  be 
iiopossible  to  repeal  that  act,  or  reduce  the  du- 
tits  it  imposed.  How  he  received  so  daa- 
gerons  an  impression,  I  have  never  auder- 
stood;  but  so  it  was.  I  speak  not  from  my 
own  knoMledge,  bat  from  information  that  is  un- 
^oesiioaable,  that  his  'inaugural  address  contained 
a  passage  in  favor  of  the  diiiribation,  whrn  it  was 
iaid  before  those  whom  he  bad  selected  for  bis  first 
cabinet;  and  that  i\  was  with  difficulty  be  asseuied 
to  bmil  it)  so  strongly  was  he  imp.-essed  in  its  favor 


—no  doubt  honestly  and  sincerely  impreiwed.  His 
first  message  to  Coagrers,  in  December,  1829,  con- 
tained a  strong  recommendation  of  that  scheme, 
which  was  repeated  with  additional  arguments  in 
its  lavor  in  his  second  message  the  succeeding 
year.  A  recommendation  from  so  high  and  inSuea- 
lial  quarter,  6ould  not  but  have  a  powerful  effect  on 
public  opinioQ.  The  Qovernnrs  of  two  great 
States,  Fenn.'ylvania  and  New  York,  recommended 
it  to  their  Lei(islaturet,  who  adopted  resolutions  in 
its  favor.  That  the  views  which  he  then  enter- 
tained may  be  fnlly  understood,  I-atk  the  Secretary 
to  read  the  portions  of  the  two  messages,  which,  he 
will  find  marked  in  the  volumes  on  bis  table,  in  the 
order  of  their  respective  dates. 

[  Tbe  Secretary  read  the  following  extracts  from 
President  Jackson's  messages,  lit  and  3J  sessions, 
26  h  Congress:] 

Fim setaim  Tuentytixth  Congrim. 

After  the  exUncilon  orthe  public  dflHi,  it  U  iiM  probable  tluu 
any  adjuainieni  of  ihs  tanlT,  upon  principle  eaiislkclary  to 
the  people  of  the  Union,  will,  until  a  remoie  perio<l,  if  ever, 
leave  the  OoTemment  without  a  conaldentble  surplus  in  the 
Tftamty  beyond  what  may  be  required  for  in  ontrent  servic*. 
As  Ibeti  ihe  period  spproactiee  when  the  application  eTihe  re* 
^enue  to  to  the  paymenc  of  debt  will  cease,  the  disposition  of 
the  surptui  will  present  a  subject  for  the  serious  delitieration 
of  Congreai^  and  it  may  be  fortunate  for  the  country  that  it  is 
yet  to  bo  decided.  Considered  In  connection  with  the  diflicul. 
lies  which  have  heretofore  attended  at^propriations  for  purpoeea 
of  intemal  improrement;  and  wuh  those  which  this  experience 
tells  ua  will  certainly  ariae  whenever  power  over  such  subjects 
may  be  exercised  by  the  General  Ouvemmeni;  it  is  bopetl  that 
it  miy  lead  lo  the  lidoption  of  some  plan  which  will  reconcile 
the  direrstlied  intereete  of  the  States,  and  strengthen  the  bonds 
which  unite  them.  Every  member  of  the  Union,  in  peace  and 
in  war,  will  be  beneliiod  by  the  improvement  of  inland  naviga- 
tion and  the  coseiraclion  of  highways  in  the  eeveral  States. 
Lei  us  then  endeavor  to  attain  this  benefit  in  a  mode  which  will 
be  saiiBfactroy  u>  all.  Tnai  hitherto  adopted  has,  by  many  of 
our  fellow-ciiizens,  been  d»iprecfited  as  an  Infraction  of  the  Uoo- 
fldtution;  while  by  otbera  it  has  been  viewed  as  inexpetlient. 
All  feel  that  it  baa  been  employed  at  the  expense  of  harmony  in 
the  legislative  councils. 

Tuuvoidiiiese  evils,  it  appears  to  me  iltat  the  most  safe,  jusi, 
and  federal  dispoeition  which  could  be  made  of  the  surplus  re- 
venue, would  be  luappertionment  among  tbe  several  Blales 
accordinf  to  their  ratio  of  representation;  and  sh(«uld  tbie  mea- 
sure not  be  found  warranted  by  the  Conatiiution,  that  it  would 
\m  expedient  lo  propose  to  the  fliates  an  amendment  authoria. 
ing  it.  1  regard  an  appeal  to  the  source  of  power,  in  cases  of 
real  doubt,  and  where  lis  exercise  is  deemed  indispensable  tn 
the  general  welfare,  as  among  the  most  sacred  of  all  our  obli- 
ffatiODS. 

/%«»■<( sestten,  TicetUf/nxlU  Congreu. 

1  have  heretofore  fell  it  my  duty  to  recommend  the  adoption 
of  some  plan  for  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  funds  which 
may  at  any  time  remain  in  the  Tieasury  after  the  naiiooal  debt 
shall  have  been  paid,  among  tlie  States,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  their  represontauves,  to  be  applied  by  them  to  ob- 
jects 01  inrernal  improvement. 

Although  this  plan  has  met  with  favor  in  some  portions  of  ihe 
Union,  iihasalaoelicited  objections  which  merit deliberate'CAin- 
sideration.  A  brief  noti:;e  of  these  objt^ctions  bci'e  will  hot, 
therefore,  1  trust,  be  regarded  as  ontof  place. 

They  rest,  as  far  as  they  have  come  lo  my  knowledge,  on  tbe 
following  grounds.  l3t.  An  abjection  to  the  ratio  of  dtilnbution; 
2d.  An  apprehension  ,thai  the  existence  of  such  a  regulation 
would  priKluce  improvident  and  opprosBivetttxadon  to  raise  the 
funds  fur  distributioiij  3'.i.  That  die  mode  proposed  would  lead 
tu  the  construction  ot  works  (.(  a  lorai  nature,  to  iho  exclueitm 
of  such  as  are  general,  and  as  woold  consequently  l>e  of  a  mure 
useful  character;  and  last,  that  it  would  create  a  discreditable 
and  injurious  de^ieodence  on  the  part  of  the  State  Governments 
upon  the  Federal  power.  Of  those  who  object  to  the  ratio  of 
repniaentation  as  tbe  basis  of  distribution,  some  Insist  that  ihe 
importations  of  tlie  respective  Slates  would  constitute  one  ihal 
woold  he  more  equitable;  and  oUiers,  again,  that  the  extent 
of  their  respective  territories  would  furnish  a  standard  which 
would  l>e  mure  expedient  and  sutliciently  equitable.  The 
ratio  of  representation  presented  itself  to  my  mind,  and 
it  still  does,  as  one  of  obvious  equity,  because  of  its  being 
Ihe  ratio  of  contribution,  wttether  the  funds  to  be  distribiiteJ  be 
derived  from  the  customs  or  from  direct  taxation.  It  does  not 
follow,  however,  that  its  adoption  is  indispensable  to  the  ea- 
tabtisbmeut  of  thesystem  proiKjscd.  There  may  tie  considera- 
tions appertaining  tu  the  subject  which  would  render  a  depar- 
tore,  to  some  extent,  ftora  the  rule  of  contribution  proper.  Nor 
is  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the  basis  of  distribution  be  con- 
fined to  one  ground.  It  may,  if,  in  thojudement  of  those  whose 
right  it  is  tu  fix  it,  it  be  deemed  poliiio  and  just  to  give  it  their 
character,  have  regard  to  several. 

Id  my  first  message,  I  stated  it  to  be  my  opinion  that  "it  I* 
iiot  probable  that  anv  adjustment  ofihe  tariff  upon  principles 
saUsfacwry  to  the  people  of  ihe  Union,  will,  unill  a  remote 
period,  if  ever,  leave  the  Government  without  a  ooiisldsrable 
surplus  in  the  Treasury,  beyond  what  may  b»rcquii«d  for  its 
curretit  service."  I  have  had  no  cause  to  cliange  that  opinion, 
but  much  U)  con&nn  iL  Should  these  expeclatiuns  be  realized, 
a  suitable  fund  would  thus  tte  pnnluced  for  the  plan  under 
cunsideraii'^q  to  operate  upon;  tind  iftherebe  no  such  fund,  iis 
adoption  will,  in  ray  opinion,  work  no  injury  u>  any  inlercsi; 
for  I  cannot  assent  to  tnejustness  of  the  apprehension  that  the 
establishment  oftiie  proposed  system  would  tend  totheen- 
eouragement  of  improvident  legislation  of  the  character  sup- 
posed. Whatever  the  proper  authoniy,  in  the  exercise  of 
consiitutianal  power,  shall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  decide  to  he 
for  the  general  good,  will,  in  ihat  aa  in  other  respecis,  deserve 
and  receive  the  acquiescence  and  support  of  the  whole  country; 
and  we  have  ample  secoiity  that  every  abuse  of  power  in  that 
regard,  by  agents  of  the  people,  will  receive  a  speedy  and  ef- 
fectual corrective  at  their  haails.  The  views  which  Itakaot 
tlie  fuinrs,  fotinded  on  the  obvious  and  increasing  improvement 
of  allclaMasofourrellawcidxenKtn  intelligence,  aiid  hi  pnbHc 
h    ^V  ^'"'"^  '*•"•  ""  without  much  ippitheoivD  on 


I  do  not  doubt  that  those  who  come  after  as  will  be  as  aaeh 
aliveas  we  are  to  ihsobligation  upon  all  the  trustees  of  poUileal 
power  to  exempt  those  for  whom  they  act  from  all  unnecesiaiy 
Durdens;  andtas  sensible  of  the  gfest  truth,  that  the  reaouteti 
of  the  naiioo  beyoDd  those  required  for  immediate  and  ntcean- 
ry  purpases  of  Oovemment,  can  no  where  be  so  well  depodlMl 
as  in  the  pocksu  of  the  people. 

Such,  I  repeat,  were  anfortnnately  iheophtlont 
which  General  Jaekfon  enterta:n(d  on  this  all  Im- 
puriant  quesiion,  when  he  came  into  power.  I 
S&W  itie  danger  in  its  fall  extent,  and  did  not  heci< 
tale  to  take  an  open  and  decided  stand  against  the 
measure  which  he  no  earnestly  recommended;  and 
Ihat  was  the  first  qaestion  on  which  we  separated. 
In  placini  myt-elf  iu  opposition  to  him,  on  a  measnre 
so  vital,  I  was  not  ignvraot  of  the  hazard  to  which 
I  exposed  myaelf,  but  tbe  sense  of  duty  ont> 
writhed  all  other  considerations.  I  clearly  saw, 
that  there  would  be  an  increased  surplus  revenue, 
after  the  final  payment  of  ihe  public  tlcb',  a  period 
then  rapidly  approaching;  and  that,  if  it  was  once 
distributed  to  the  Stales,  it  would  rivet  on  the 
conniry  the  tariff  of  '28,  to  be  followedby  count- 
less disasters  from  ihe  combined  effects  of  the  two 
measures.  Had  it  been  adopted,  the  last  ray  of 
hope  of  repealing  or  reducing  that  oppressive  and 
ruinous  measnre  would  have  vanished.  It  woald, 
by  its  seductive  inSaenee,  have  drawn  over 
to  its  support  the  very  States, '  whose  prosperity 
it  was  crushing,  not  excepting  Snuih  Caro- 
lina iiself.  Tbe  process  is  not  difficult  to  eZ'> 
plain. 

'For  that  purpose,  I  will  take  the  liase  nf 
South  Carolina}  and  will  assume  that  her  eiti* 
z^ns  paid,  under  the  tariff  ot  1838,  four  millions 
of  dollar*  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Union,  whidt 
is  probably  not  far  from  the  truth,  and  would  have 
rroivcd  back  under  the  proposed  distribniion 
of  the  surplus,  but  one-fourlh,  making  one  million. 
The  snm  lo  be  distributed,  as  has  already  been 
slated,  would  not  have  been  leiaraed  lo  the  pf  opl^ 
bnt  to  the  Treasnrr  of  the  Stale,  to  b«  disposed  of 
by  the  Legislature;  or  to  speak  more  specifically, 
by  the  smalt  porlioit,  which,  for  the  time,  would 
have  had  control  over  the  dominant  majority  af  the 
Legislattire.  All  who  have  experience  in  the 
affairs  of  Government,  will  reatlily  nndersiaad 
that  no  dispoeitkia  woold  have  been  made  of  it, 
bat  what  they  and  their  frieod*  and  supportem 
would  have  had  a  fttll  share  of  the  profits  and 
political  advantages  to  be  derived  from  its  admi'- 
ni6tration  and  expenditure.  Thus  ap  interest 
would  be  created  on  the  part  of- tbe  controlling  in* 
flucnce  in  the  Sihte  for  the  lime,  adverse  loit— aa 
interest  to  sustain  the  tariff,  as  the  means  of  siu> 
taining  the  distribution,  and  that  for  Uie  plain  rea- 
ron,  that  they  wenid  receive  more  from  the  former 
than  Ihey  would  pay  as  citizens  under  the  duties. 

Now,  sir,  when  we  refiect  that  the  amount  takea 
by  the  duties  out  of  the  pocket's  of  tbe  people,  wa* 
extiacted  in  so  round  abontand  conce<tled  a  man- 
ner tbat  no  one,  no,  not  the  best  informed  and 
shrewdest  calculaior,  eoald  ascertain  wiih  piecisioa 
what  be  paid,  while  ibat  received  back  from  distri* 
bution  would  have  been  seen  and  felt  by  those  into 
T  hose  hands  it  would  have  parsed,  it  will  be  readi- 
ly understood,  not  only  bow  those  who  puticipated 
directly  in  its  advantages,  but  the  people  them- 
selves:, would  have  been  so  delud  d  as  to  believe 
that  they  gained  more  by  the  disinbuiion  than  what 
they  lost  by  the  uriff,  especially  when  the  domi- 
nant ioflueoce  in  tbe  Siate  would  have  been  inte* 
rested  in  creating  and  keeping  up  the  delusion. 

It  is  thus  tbat  the  result  of  the  scheme  vonld 
have  been  to  combine  and  unite  into  one  compact 
mass  the  dominaut  ioterrsts  of  all  the  Stales,  with 
Ihe  great  dominant  intere&t  of  the  Union,  to  perpe- 
laale  a  system  of  plundering  the  people  of  ihe  pro- 
ducts of  Iheir  labor,  especially  the  South,  to  be  di- 
vided among  ihose,  with  iheir  pariisan.°,  who  conid 
control  the  politics  of  tbe  country.  It  was  against 
this  daring  and  profligate  st^eme  that  South  Caro> 
lina  interposed  her  sovereign  auiboriiy,  and  by  that 
interposition,  as  I  solemnly  believe,  saved  the  Coa- 
stituiion  and  the  liberty  of  the  country. 

But  Ihat  step,  as  bold  and  decisive  as  it  was, 
could  not  accompliih  alj.  To  save  the  mannfao* 
taring  in^^rest,  at<d  avoid  the  hazard  of  leaeiioo,  it 
was  neeessary  to  reduce  the  dtities  on  the  proieeted 
artitjeagradiially  and  slowly.  TheeoBseqnenoewaa 
a  continned  oveifiow  of  the  Treasniy,  notwitb- 
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•landing  ihe  duty  on  every  article  not  produc«d  in 
the  country  was  repealf d,  amouniing  in  value  lo 
one-bair  of  the  whole,  tusuch  an  CDormoas  extent 
bad  the  protecdve  duties  been  raised.  A  remedy 
had  to  be  applied  to  meet  ihe  corraptini^  and  dim- 
geroas'inflaeoce  o(  (bis  temporary  surplus,  till  tbe 
gradual  redaction  of  the  protective  dalies  nnJer  tbe 
comprumise  act  would  bring  ihem  to  the  ordinary 
wants  of  the  Government.  Tbere  was  but  one 
remedy,  and  that  was,  (o  take  ii  from  tbe  Treasury. 
The  Bow  was  too  great  f  r  tt  most  lavish  expendi- 
tures'to  keep  down. '  I  saw,  in  advance,  that  such 
would  be  tbe  case,  and,  with  the  design  of  devising 
ft  remidy  befoiehand,  moved  for  a  special  commit- 
.tee,  with  the  view  mainly  of  freeing  ib*  Treasni/ 
of  iia  surplus,  as  the  great  source  oi  Executive  in- 
fluence and  power.  Tbe  committee  coqcurring  in 
that  opinion,  recommended  that  the  Coosiitutiuu 
should  be  so  amended  as  to  enable  Cong:  ess  to 
make  a  temporary  distribution.  The  report  fniiy 
explains  the  reasons  for  believing  there  would  be  a 
large  and  corrupting  surplus,  and  why,  uodsr  the 
peculiar  ciicumstances  of  the  case,  the  distribution 
M  proposed  was  the  only  reinedy.  I  have  marked 
a  portion  of  it  that  will  (bow  the  opinion  I  then  en- 
leriaioedin  refaence  to  distribution,  and  which  I 
ask  tbe  Secretary  to  read. 

StctiKd  Senion  7'vmUythird  Congraa. 
Toarcoinmiu««  aie  fuilx  awkre  of  die  many  and  thtdl  nhjec- 
lltNMto  tlia  difthbuUon  of  tlie  Buiplm  revenue  ftmonj;  tbe 
Miatesv  coiistdereil  u  a  pan  of  tlie  DrJinary  and  regular  bystem 
uf  dlis  OvverDmeDC  1  hey  admit  tlietii  to  tw  as  great  aa  can  tM 
wall  inweined.  The  t>roiK>«it)on  iiseir,  that  iba  Goremment 
lid  collect  money  ioribi 


•liqald  collect  money 


le  purpose  of  tuch  dUtribulion,  or 


atioiild  dUtijbut^a  aurplug  iurtbe  purfSuse  oi  pfirjtetuating 
taxtt^  \m  too  abaurd  to  require  refutation;  and  yet  what  would 
bewhen  applied.  aaaupfKised,  ao  abettrd  and  pemkious,  is,  in 
diaopioionof  your  cotnmittee,  in  the  presui.t  exiraonlioary 
and  deaply  disordered  state  nf  our  aUkirs,  iioiunly  useful  and 
balQtarr,  but  indki|>ensable  lo  the  reatoralion  ofihe  body  |)Olitie  10 
aaoufUl  comlttlon;  just  as  some  potent  medicine,  which  it  would 
liod«g«n>us  and  alMurd  U)  prescribe  to  the  beallliy,  may,  to 
thediaoased,  \k  the  only  means  or  arre^tina  ttte  hand  of  death. 
Distribotiiin,  as  propnsed,  is  not  for  the  prcinisternus  and  dan. 
garooa  purpose  uf  raising  a  nsTenua  lor  distriliuiton,  or  ofdia- 
tnbuiu^  the  aurplua  aa  a  meana  of  perpetuating  a  system  of 
duties  or  taxes,  but  a  temporary  measure  todisptise  of  an  una. 
voidable  aurplua  while  the  revenue  lain  the  course  uf  reduction 
and  which  eaoMit  beolbersriae  diapoaed  of  without  greatly  ac- 
gravating  a  diaeaae  that  threatens  the  moat  dangerous  conse- 
quences, and  wliich  holds  out  tlie  hope,  not  only  of  arreeiiiig  its 
further  progreea,  but  al^o  of  rvstoting  the  body  politic  to  a  state 
vf  health  and  vigor.  Ttaa  truth  of  ihla  laaeruoit  a  few  obaar- 
valioas  will  aiiffica  lo  Ulusuaie. 

II  may,  peibapa,  he  thought  by  eome,  that  the  power  which 
the  dlMhbuUon  among  the  duies  would  bring  to  bear  againat 
the  exfienditure,  aod  ita  consequent  tendency  to  retrench  the 
diaburaemeots  of  the  (Government,  would  be  so  sitonsasnot 
ooty  to  curiai)  neelese  or  improper  expenditure,  but  also  the 
useful  and  necesdary.  Such,  undoubtedly,  would  be  the  conae* 
quence,  if  the  i<roce«s  were  too  long  continued;  buL  in  'he  pre 
eenl  Irregular  and  exceseive  action  of  the  system,  when  its  ceo* 
tripetal  forca  threatens  to  coricentnua  all  its  powers  in  a  aingle 
depanmt-'nt,  the  fear  tliat  theai-.iioo  of  thisG'ivernment  will  be 
too  mu>-.h  reduced  by  the  measure  under  consideration,  in  the 
stiort  period  to  which  it  is  proposed  to  limit  its  operation,  is 
without  Juet  f  >ui»laiion.  On  tho  contrary,  if  the  prttpoaed 
meaaun  should  be  applied  in  ilie  preaeol  diseased  state  nf  the 
Oovemmenu  Va  effect  would  be  like  that  of  some  powrrful  al-  ' 
taratlve  medicine,  operating  just  long  enough  to  Changs  the 
preaent  morbid  action,  but  not  sufficiendy  long  toauperiadtice 
another  of  ao  oppoeite  character. 

The  measure  recoiiin«nded  was  not  adopted. 
It  was  denied,  and  violently  denied,  that  tbere 
would  be  a  surplus,  and  1  left  it  to  time  to  decide 
which  opinion  way  correct,  A  year  rolled  round, 
and  conclu)>-ively  decided  the  point.  Instead  of 
overrating,  expeiience  provrd  I  had  greatly  under- 
estimated the  surplus,  as  I  felt  conAdent  bt  the  time 
I  bad.  It  more  than  doubled  even  my  calculation. 
I  again  revived  the  measure;  but  liefore  it  could  be 
acied  on,  instructions  irooi  State  Legislatures,  with 
inierveDiog  elections,  :urDed  the  majority  in  tbe 
Senate,  whrch  fead  been  opposed  to  the  Adminis- 
tration, iato  a  minority.  I  acquiesced,  and  gave 
notice  that  I  would  not  press  ihe  measure  I  had  in- 
troduced, aod  would  leave  the  respoasibility  with 
Ihe  majority,  to  devis*  a  remedy  for  what  was  at 
last  acknowledged  to  be  a  great  and  dangerous 
evii.  All  felt  that  somethng  must  be  done,  ami  that 
promptly.  In  the  grratly  expanded  state  af  the 
currency,  the  enormous  ^urpln-s  bad  flowed  off  in 
the  direction  ef  the  public  land.",  and  was,  by  a 
sort  of  rotary  motion,  from  ihe  drpotite  bankis  to 
tbe  specttlators,  and  from  ibem  to  the  receivers, 
and  back  again  to  tbe  banks,  to  perform  the  same 
round  again,  rapidly  absorbing  every,  acre  of  the 
public  lands.  No  one  saw  more  clearly  than  tbe 
Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wbicht,]  that  an 
•SectBal  aad  apeed^  reinedy  was  iDdispensable  to 


prevent  an  overwhelming  calastrophe;  and  he 
promptly  propo&eJ  to  vest  the  ^rplos  ia  tbe  stocks 
of  the  State,  to  which  I  moved  an  amendment  to 
deposite  it  in  their  treasuries,  as  being  more  equal 
and  appropria'e.  These  were  acknowledged  to  be 
the  only  alternatives  to  leaving  it  in  the  deposite 
banks.  Mine  succeeded,  and  tbe  passage  uf  the 
deposite  act,  which  is  now  unjustly  denounced,  in 
a  eer'ain  quarter,  is  distribution,  and  not  as  depo- 
site, as  it  really  is,  followed. 

As  far  as  I  a<n  concerned,  the  denunciation  ia 
utterly  unfounded.  I  regarded  it  then,  and  still  do, 
as  simply  a  deposite — a  deposite,  to  say  the  least, 
as  constitutional  as  that  in  State  banks,  or  State 
stocks  held  by  speculators  and  stackj'obbeni  on  both 
aides  of  the  Atlantic,  and  far  more  just  and  appro- 
piiaie  than  either.  Bat  while  I  regard  it  as  a  depo- 
siie,  I  did  then,  and  now  do,  believe  that  it  should 
never  be  withdrawn  but  in  the  event  of  war,  when 
it  would  be  found  a  valuable  resource. 

But  had  it  been  in  reality  a  di'tnliution,  it  wonM 
be,  in  my  opinion,  if  not  altogether,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, juitified,  under  th(  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  case.  The  surplus  was  not  lawfully  collected. 
Congrest  has  ao  light  to  take  a  cent  from  the  peo- 
ple, but  for  the  just  and  constitutional  wants  of  the 
country.  To  take  more,  or  for  other  purposes,  as 
in  Ibis  case,  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  robbery — 
more  criminal  for  being  perpetrated  by  a  trustee  ap- 
poin'ed  to  guard  their  interest.  It  in  fact  belonged 
to  those  from  whom  it  was  unjustly  plundered;  and 
if  the  iadividoals,  a'  d  tbe  share  of  each,  cnold 
have  been  ascertained,  ii  ought,  on  every  principle  of 
justice,  lo  have  been  relumed  to  them.  But  as  that 
was  impossible,  the  nearest  practicable  approach  lo 
justice  was  to  return  it  proportionably,  as  it  was,  lo 
the  States,  a)  a  deposite,  till  wanted,  for  tbe  use  of 
t>»>  people  from  whom  it  was  unjusily  taken,  instead 
of  leaving  it  with  the  banks,  lor  their  use,  which 
had  DO  claims  whatever  to  it,  or  vesting  it  in  State 
stocks,  for  the  benefit  of  sprculatots  aod  stockjob- 
bers. 

As  brief  as  this  narative  is,  I  trust  it  is  sufficient 
to  show  that  ibe  advocates  of  this  ameadmeot  can 
Bud  nothing  in  my  former  opinion  or  conrse  lo 
weaken  my  resistance  to  it,  or  to  form  the  ibow  of 
a  prrcedent  for  the  extraordinary  measure  which 
it  propo.'<7s.  So  far  from  it,  the  deposite  act, 
whether  viewed  in  tbe  causes  which  led  to  it,  or  us 
object  and  effect,  stands  in  direct  contrast  with  it. 

We  stand,  sir,  In  the  midst  of  a  remarkable  junc- 
ture in  our  affain;  the  most  remarkable  in  many 
re-peels,  that  has  occured  since  the  foundation  of 
the  Qovernment;  nor  is  it  probable  that  a  rimilar 
one  will  ever  again  occur.  Tits  Gmemment  <j 
nmo  Itft  at  fret  U>  tkapt  its  policy,  vntmbarraiaed  by 
txUiing  ingagemenU  or  poit  Uf^Ul'vtn  as  \t  to  as  when 
it  first  went  into  operation,  and  ctcn  more  lo.  The 
entire  system  of  piilicy  originating  in  the  Federal 
consolidation  school  has  fallen  prostrate.  We  have 
now  no  funded  debt,  no  National  Bank,  no  con- 
nection with  Ihe  banking  system,  no  protective 
tariff.  In  a  word,  tbe  paper  system,  wiib  all  its 
cnrrupt  and  corrupting  progeny  has,  as  far  as  this 
Qovernment  i.'i  concerned,  vanished,  leaving  nothing 
bat  its  bitter  fruits  behind-  The  great  and  solemn 
question  now  to  be  decided  is,  shall  we  again  re- 
turn and  repeat  the  same  system  of  policy  with 
all  its  disastrous  effects  before  us,  and  under  which 
]'te  country  is  now  suffering,  to  be  again  followed 
with  ten  fuM  aggravaiion;  or,  profiting  by  past  ex- 
perience, -seize  the  precious  opportunity  to  take  the 
only  course  which  can  save  Ihe  ConstilutioD  and 
liberty  of  the  country— that  of  the  old  State  Rights 
Repa'bliran  policy  of '981  Such  is  tbe  qnestisn 
submit  ed  for  our  derision  at  this  deeply  important 
juncture;  and  on  that  decision  hangs  tbe  destiny  of 
our  country.  A  few  years  must  determine.  Much- 
very  much  will  depend  on  the  President  elect.  If  be 
should  rest  bis  policy  on  tbe  broad  and  solid  princi- 
ples maintained  by  bis  native  State,  in  her  purest 
and  proudest  days,  his  name  will  go  d^wa  tc  pos- 
terity as  one  of  tbe  distinguished. benefactors  of  the 
country;  but,  on  the  contrary,  if  he  sheold  adopt  tbe 
policy  indicated  by  the  amendment,  and  advocateil 
by  his  ptomincLt  supporters  in  this  chamber,  and 
attempt'to  erect anaw  the  fallen  temple  of  consnli- 
daiion,  kit  ottrthrmo,  or  that  of  hit  eoutUry,  mwt  be 
the  iiwrittJbk  cim»tq»tna. 


SPEECH  OP-  MR.   WRIGHT 

OF  NEW  YORK.  ' 

/aSMMie,  Weiausdaf,JnmB)i1,  Wll-Thela, 

emption  Bill  being  under  eoatideratioi,  nj  t 

question  being  upon  the  motwa  of  lit,  Cat 

TaiTDEN  to  recommit  the  btB  to  tke  Coiiiiiitt, 

on  Public  Lahds,  with  insttoctioasio  teponiU 

to  provide  for  the  distributioB  of  the  proeetjii( 

the  sales  of  the  lands  atnoaj  the  Slate. 

Mr.  WRIQHTsaid  he  would  ocenpuaaril 

moment  to  explain  the  singular  suie  of  li«^ 

fore  the  Senate,  and  to  put  biguelf  riglujiike 

matter,  as  be  could  not  hope,  at  this  oruroiki 

time,  to  fulfil  the  expectations  which  tbe  ewTcia. 

tioa  now  going  on  was  likely  to.  euiie  Wie  ^ 

Otttol  doors.  It  (tad  been  his  iatraiiomo  tike  pm 

in  the  discussion  of  the  qaestios  gov  befoie  ih 

body,  but  he  did  not  know,  mril  yatrrdir  tu 

the  honorable  Senatsr  from  Kestockj  [Mr.  Cut] 

was  deairons  to  folk>w  him,  or  igiiii  is  tilna  m 

Senate  ia  the  course  of  this  debite.  1  prinn 

eiBversatimi  between  himself  mi  bieSesatiir,  on 

that  day,  had  notified  him  of  both  (tits,  ud>  Jnd 

then  manifested  the  williogneK  heibeeudnov 

felt  to  accommodate  tbe  diatiajaiiheil  Seaimti 

upon  both  points. 

SiiU  tbe {liscnssion,  in  tbe  cootseof  ibit  iij, 
seemed  to  him  to  take  a  wiile  deptriBitlioaiki 
question  before  the  Senate;  and  wiibilieeoUileiil 
mailers  thus  drawn  into  tbe  debiie,be  k^liak, 
and  did  not  wish  to  have  any  ihiog  more  to  it. 
His  object  bad  been  to  ubtain  tbe  Soor  vbeiibe; 
should  have  been  disposed  of,  inj  be  bid  leftiiiel 
from  making  the  attempt  for  ibis  iltj,  bnuieit 
was  expressly  imimated  to  himtbtloikerSeulM 
desired  to  oscupy  a  part,  or  ibe  vboleof  it  jii 
oonlinuance  of  the  discussioi  of  ibose  cUitenl 
topics.  He  bad  not,  therefore,  woe  to  bit  seat 
with  an  expectation  of  addrr8»ii{ilie8ni!e  lo  it/, 
and  being  reluctant  to  tirow  hioueUipoiiisiiiea- 
lion  at  any  lime,  he  was  much  wn  n,*beabe 
was  eousciou.sly  unprepared  to  offef  tkiTievihi 
wished  to  present.  Yet  rather  thuaee  ibe  di]re» 
sumed,  for  tbe  purpose  of  affottlitij  bio  line  fur 
preparation,  and  be,  in  tbe  meaa  line,  ibe  deetvei 
object  of  that  delay,  he  would  now  enlB^ilhi 
ta»k  be  bad  designed  to  aiiempt,  and  voald  isk  ik 
Senate  lo  extend  to  him  its  palient  itilil(aicr, 
while  be  should  pass,  as  briefly  as  be  aithliOM 
bis  too  voluminous  notes. 

He  had  not  desired,  if  he  conid  ban  iroiMl 
consistently  with  bis  sense  of  bUptiUied^,! 
address  the  Senate  al  all  upon  the  siett  qavbt 
which  nsw  occupies  its  aiicnlioo,  or  iaMifa 
lhi5  bill  to  which' the  proposiiion  now  tuiiit  ««■ 
deration  relates,  but  occasions  bail  triin,alk 
course  of  the  wide  discussion,  whea  M  tel 
seemed  imperative,  and  now  he  woaU  eitanrn 
perform  it  with  as  little  consompiioDofiiaeii 
possible. 

What  is  Ihe  proposition  immediatelr  beforeii 
It  is  very  simple,  and  may  be  perfectlr  ifHilif* 
to  all  who  will  try  to  nnderstauil  it  Itiittiw 
from  the  permanent  revenue  of  tbe  '^•"T'"' 
time  when  that  whole  revenue  i'stanfesMlfii"** 
quale  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  TrtuaiTi *»'"?•■ 
fifth  lo  one  quarter  of  its  whols  aiBoml,»ii4ti)p» 
it  away,  so  far  as  the  National  Go»eniiiiM»«»'| 
Treasury  ate  coacerned;  to  do  this  »t«  toe  w 
no  proposition  to  supply  tbe  defideacy  of ttMi 
to  be  thus  caused  is  directly  and  pnetkuljtw' 
either  liense  of  Congress;  and  lodotbi^* 
these  circumstances,  within  five  weebof"**' 
of  an  annual  session  of  Congress. 

This  was  presenting  thi3  question  ofiii** 
tion  of  the  land  revenue  to  Ihe  Slatet  in  «  ■"» 
in  which  it  had  never  before  been  ptesentwB  ■ 
mind,  at  least,  and  be  believed  inaiiiM«f» 
under  circnmstances  which  had  """'"""l 
tended  its  presentation  to  Congress,  or  to**  **J 
In  the  course  of  the  debate,  mneh  W» 
said  .of  former  propositions  of  thisck*!^^ 
the  high  authority  ot  distinguidicd  state(«»'J 
been  quoted  in  fafor  of  'he  policy.  1«  f*"*** 
how?  By  thus  giving  %way  the  pabMW* 
when  the  Treasury  of  the  people  is  in  »««v' 
But  by  dischaigine  that  Treasury  froa  « i"**? 
nient,  a  vicious,  and  a  dangerous  soT.'"',*'^ 
doing  that  ia  a  eonstitational  mod(;ii>«MB"' 
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to  the  will  of  the  Consliimion-makiDf;  povret  o!  the 
eoDotty.  He  tronld  ^b  back  to  the  first  of  these 
bizh  references,  in  puiat  of  time.  A  dhlingnished 
QoTernor  ol  bis  ova  Slate,  (Dsaritt  Clinttn,)  now 
deceased,  bad  been  qaeted  as  farorable  to  this 
p«!ic3r.  Farorable  to  it  at  sach  a  time  as  this,  and 
in  this  shape  and  way]  No,  sir.  Favorable  to  it 
by  waj  of  reiir.ving  the  Treasory  from  a  snr- 
plns,  expressly  reserving  any  opinion  as  to 
the  competency  of  Congress  to  make  the 
diiribnrion  under  the  Constitution  as  it  is, 
mnd  expressly  referring  to  the  source  of  all 
power,  the  people  themjelvea^  as  the  proper  tiibu- 
nal  to  settie  all  donbis  npon  that  point  by  an 
mmendment  of  the  Constitution.  Expressions  of 
a  snbsrqaent  Governor  of  his  State,  and  of  its  Le- 
gislature, had  also  been  made  mailers  of  reference 
in  favor  of  the  policy,  but  all  these  expressions 
wonld  be  fnnnd  accompanied  by  the  same  reserva- 
tions (f  an  opinion  as  to  our  eonstitntioaal  power 
even  to  distribate  a  snrplus,  and  the  same  refe- 
renees  to  one  great  source  of  power,  for  anthority 
to  carry  oat  the  measures  thus  equivocally  recom- 
mended. 

The  late  Prteident  Jackson  bad  also  been  re- 
peatedly quoted  as  a  friend  to  this  distribution  po- 
licy, aad  quotations  from  several  of  his  early 
nenages  had  been  read  to  the  Senate  to  show  bis 
views.  This  was  fair  as  to  him  and  fair  as  to  the 
question:  but  what  were  his  views  as  thus  given 
by  bimsein  To  distribme  the  revenue, .  when  the 
Treasury  was  in  want?  No,  far  from  that.  They 
were  to  relieve  the  Treasury  from  a  snrplus.  And 
did  be  express  the  opinion  that  Congress  possessed 
■he  oonstitatiooal  )Sower  to  make  the  distribalion. 
No.  So  far  from  i',  he  expressly,  in  his  first  mes- 
sage in  which  the  subject  is  mentioned,  and  an  ex- 
stract  from  which  v/as,  bat  a  few  days  ago,  read 
lo  the  Senate,  recommended  an  appeal  to  the  people 
to  amend  ibe  Coubtitution  to  reach  the  object. 
In  that  same  message,  in  conformity  with  his  pror 
fessed  principles  and  uniform  practice,  he  says 
these  appeals  should  be  made  in  all  eases  where  a 
leaionable  doubt  exists,  and  the  exerci.«e  of  a  power 
not  expressly  granted  is  supposed  to  be  desirable. 
He  eonsideiB  such  appeals  not  dangerous  to  any 
sound  policy,  but  heal  hfal  and  salutary  in  their 
very  nature.  And  why  did  he  favor  a  distnbu- 
lion  at  alii  He  tells  ns  it  was  because  the  country 
was  then  threatened  with  a  surplus  revenur;  that 
wjien  the  national  debt  thoold  be  fn.ly  paid,  such 
a  surplus  most  accumulate,  unless  our  revenue 
law.i  were  materially  modified,  and  that  he  did  not 
anticipate  that  the  public  opinion  would  sanction 
modifications  so  sudden  and  extensive  as  would  be 
required  to  bring  <he  revenue  wilh'n  the  wants  of 
the  Treasury  His  only  object  was  to  devise  a 
safe  and  eonstilutional  mode  of  dispnsini;  of  ibat 
surpfus  which  did  accumulate  from  1834  to  1837, 
and  which  brought  upon  the  country  many  of  the 
evils  under  which  it  snfi^ers  to  ibis  day,  and  upon 
this  Government  the  very  extravajances  in  ex- 
penditure of  which  his  political  opponents  bad  so 
loudly  and  perseveringly  complained;  but  he  did 
iMt  iMt)pose  even  the  distribution  of  so  mischievous 
a  surplus,  without  an  amendment  of  the  C«osliiu- 
tion  which  should  expressly  confer  the  power  to 
doit. 

. The  b^b  authorities,  then,  to  which  reference 
bad  been  -made,  were  not  authorities  for  the  propo- 
sUion  now  before  the  Senate.  They  bad  proposed 
t9  lii'tribute  surpluses  only,  not  current  revenue  of 
which  the  Treasury  was  in  daily  waut;  and  even 
such  a  distribution  as  they  suggested  was  alwjiys 
with  them  a  quesbon  of  constitutional  power,  which 
they  proposed  to  reft^r  to  th^  sovereign  people,  the 
sOoree  of  power  under  our  system  It  was  ibat 
question,  prominently,  which  be  proposed  to  dis- 
eoss,  and  he  would  proceed  to  that  discussion, 
merely  remarking  that  he  Cell  most  sensibly  his  ina- 
bility to  oonduet  the  argument  as  its  importance  re- 
Soiled.  The  conscjonsness  of  this  fact  bad,  from 
ay  lo  day,  deterred  him  from  making  the  atiemp', 
nntil  farther  delay  might  be,  on  hi'i  part, a  criminal 
■•gleet  of  a  high  duty.  Tliat  be  might  now  have 
the  attention  of  the  body,  as  far  as  iheir  great  pa- 
tience would  permit,  gentlemen  would  pardon  bim 
for  saying  that  be  believed,  in  hi«  heart,  if  he 
coaU  do  josuoe  to  the  facts  and  Ibe  fau  cenelu- 


sions  from  tfaem,  this  would  be  the  last  occasion 
upon  which  the  word  "distribution,"  in  the  sense 
in  which  it  is  here  ured,  would  be  beard  in  ihe 
halls  of  Congress,  under  oar  present  Constitution, 
and  with  an  empiy  Treasury.  Now  to  the  discus- 
sion. 

His  first  proposition  was  one  which  he  was  sure 
would  not  be  controverted  from  any  quarter.  It 
was,  that  all  the  powers  of  Congress  rest  upon,  and 
are  derived  from,  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  it  has  no  single  power  which  is  not 
granted  by  that  insirumcn'. 

His  next  proposition  involved  the  great  point  in 
controversy,  and  must  be  disputed,  or  ha  trusted 
the  distribniion  policy  would  be  abandoned  until 
the  constitutional  power  to  adopt  it  fhould  b»  con- 
ferred. He  would  state  it,  as  follows:  The  power 
conferred  upon'Congress  by  the  Consiiiuiioa  over 
the  money  derived  from  the  sales  of  the  publis 
lands,  and  constituting  the  proceeds  of  those  lands, 
which  the  proposition  before  the  Senate  declares 
shall  be  distributed  to  the  States,  is  identical  wiib, 
and  in  no  way  differsnt  from,  thej)owerof  Coi:- 
(rressover  all  other  money  and.  property  of  the 
-United  Stales,  however  derived,  or  in  whatever 
shape  existing,  within  the  exclusive  control  of  Con- 
gress. 

He  found  but  two  provisions  of  the  Constiiu- 
tion  material  lo  the  fair  and  full  discufsion  of  this 
broad  proposition;  and  those  he  would  read  in  Ibe 
order  ihey  were  found  in  the  instrument.  The  first 
was  iu  article  first,  section  eighth,  clause  first,  and 
in  thes"  words; 

'Tlio  t'ongras*  ihall  hare  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxet,  du- 
liea,  impoaUi,  anii  excise*;  lo  pay  Iht  debts  and  ptovidt  for 
Iht  common  d^fmce  and  general  leelfare  of  the  United  Slala; 
butall  duties,  lrapoiu,aaJ  uciaea,  alwll tw uiiirorm ilitougb- 
out  the  United  Bcates." 

Hi)  reading  of  this  provision  of  the  Constitn- 
lioii  was,  that  the  power  *'.o  lay  and  collect  taxe', 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises,*'  was  given  lo  Con- 
gress for  the  purpoie  rf  paying  the  itbU,  and  pro- 
titHnif  for  the  common  i-jtnct  and  genml  velfart  of 
Ikt  Unittd  Statu.  He  knew  a  very  difierent  read- 
ing had  been  sometimes  contended  for,  and  that 
the  second  clanse  of  the  sentence,  instead  of  being  a 
limitation  upon  the  powers  granted  in  the  first,  bad 
been  supposed  to  confer  distinct  and  separate 
powers  of  itself.  Under  this  construction,  the 
reading  would  be  to  give  Conxress  power  *'lo  lay 
and  collect  isxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises," 
and  power  "lo  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United 
Stales."  It  was  not  h  s  pre^vnt  abject  to  enter  into 
a  discns^on  of  the  correctness  or  incorrectness  of 
either  of  ihvse  constructions,  but  simply  to  slate 
what  he  believed  l6  be  ^e  correct  readi^ig,  as  he 
had  done.  -  Ni  r  was  he  now  to  enter  into  argu- 
ment of  any  sort  in  relation  to  this  "general  wel- 
fare" clanse  of  the  Constitution.  He  loo  well  re- 
membered Che  volumes  which  had  been  written 
upon  Ihestibjeel,  without  accompi  shing  any  other 
purpose  than  to  show  the  radical  diflVrence  in  Ihe 
rule  which  governed  the  two  great  contending  po- 
litical parlies  in  consiruisg  that  inslram>>nt,  from 
which  all  the  powers  of  this  Governotenl  must  be 
drawn.  Tohismind,  the  clause  was  not  a  grant 
of  power  at  all,  but  an  express  limitation  upon  ihe 
powers  conferred  by  the  clause  which  immediately 
precedev  it;  and  he  believed  this,  at  the  prc'enl 
time,  was  a  much  more  universally  received 
opinion  of  the  country,  than  at  a  former  pe- 
riod. In  any  event,  if  there  should  be  advocates 
for  the  distribution  of  the  proceed*  of  the  public 
landf,  wbo  seek  the  power  to  pass  a  law  for  ibat 
parposa  in  this  general  welfare  clause,  it  will  be 
fcr  them  lo  show  that  liiving  money  from  the  com- ' 
mon  Treasury  v:i  the  separates  ales,  t  >  be  expended 
upon  objec's  eicluJi»ely  of  a  State  character,  is,  in 
faimess  of  laneonge  and  intendment,  to  provide 
for  "the  general  welfaie  of  Ihe  Untied  States,"  in 
their  united  capacity,  as  contradistinguished  from 
the  individual  Scales  as  sovereign  and  independent 
Qovemments  and  communities,  and  which,  as 
such,  constitutionally  bold  their  separa'e  general 
welfare  in  their  separate  and  indep'-ndent  keeping. 

The  other  clanse  of  the  CoBtliio'iou  to  which  be 
had  referied,  was  the  second  clause  of  the  third 
seotion  of  the  fourth  article,  in  the  following  words; 

"The  Coaptm  ahalt  hare  power  to  ditpew  of  and  maks  all 
oMdiul  ralca  ud  nf  idatlon*  raaptcUog  the  Ttrrittry,  or  other 


property  bebmgtitg  to  Ihe  Vniied  Slatee;  and  noUung  in  dM 
Com) itutlon  afiall  tw  ao  cooatrued  aa  lo  prejiidica  any  daime  of 
the  United  Statee,  or  of  any  particular  Stale." 

The  powf  r  here  conferred  is  over  the  "territory, 
or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  Stalest- 
terms  as  broad  as  could  have  been  used  lo  include 
every  thing  which  is  properly,  and  belongs  to  the 
United  >- Stales,  while  the  woid  "territory,"  instead 
of  lands  or  public  domain,  clearly  shows  that  that 
single  enumeration  of  a  singfe  description  of  pro- 
perty had  not  reference  lo  the  pablic  domain  sim- 
ply, in  the  common  acceptation  of  those  terms  fti 
used  by  us,  but  was  intended  to  embrace  ail  lands 
and  soils  "belonging  to  the  United  States,"  however 
and  wherever  siinated,  for  whatever  use  shd  par. 
pose  held;  and  however  acquired — all  Mrri(«r|. 
The  power  conferred  is  identieal  over  the  "lerriio* 
rv,"  and  over  the  other  "property,"  and  it  is  to 
"dispose  of"  both,  and  "make  all  needful  rules  and 
regnlaiioos  respecting"  both.  The  grant  of  power 
is  as  broad  at  (he  terms  "territory"  and  "property;" 
and  the  whole  grant  is  alike  applicable  to  both  and 
either,  and  to  every  part  and  parcel  of  each.  .Who, 
tbefl,  shall  say  that  this  provisiou  of  the  Consttta- 
lion  gives  to  Congress  a  power  over  the  public  do- 
main of  the  conntry,  which  it'does  not  give  over 
any  other  property  of  the  United  States?  That  it 
amhorizes  Congress  to  give  away  the  pablic  lands, 
and  does  nol  give  the  same  auihority  lo  give  away 
the  public  moneyl  That  it  confers  Ihe  power 
to  distribute  to  the  States,  for  their  separate 
use,  the  money  in  the  Treasury  arising  from  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  does  not  confer  tiie 
saftte  anthority  to  distribute  in  the  same  manner, 
and  for  the  same  purposes,  any  mother  money  m  the 
Treasury  beiorging  to  the  United  Slaies,~frjm 
whatever  source  derivedl  Tftat  it  aaiburizes  the 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  domain, 
usually  so  called,  and  does  not  authorize  a  like  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  of  any  oth:r  portion  nf  the 
"territory"  of  Ihe  United  Stat' s?  Thai  the  lands 
can  be  sold  to  raise  money  for  distribution,  and  not 
the  fornications,  ships,  arms,  and  any  other  like 
"lerrif-ry"  and  "property"  belonging  to  the  United 
Sialesi  That  the  property  of  the  country,  as  con- 
tradistinguished from  its  money,  may  be  made  a 
fund  for  distribution  by  a  sale  and  conversion  into 
money,  while  the  money  itself  required  to  purdiase 
the  property  cannot  be  so  distrcbuied?  That  alt 
money  in  the  Treasury,  and  belonging  to  the  United 
-States,  from  whatever  source  derived,  is  not  as 
much  "properly  belonging  to  the  Uaited  Slates," 
as  "the  territory  or  other  property"  mentioned  in 
Ibis  constitutional  provision,  and  as  much  subject 
10  the  po»er  of  Congress,  therein  granted  over 
"the  territory  or  oihei  property,"  either  for  distri- 
bution to  Ihe  States,  or  lor  any  o>her  applicaiiitn  or 
expenditure? 

He  would  not  fbr  a  moment  suppose  that  con- 
tradictions of  this  character  eon'd  be  contended  for 
by  any  Sena'or;  and  he  must,  ther«f'<re,  suppose 
ihat  the  only  ground  upon  wh^ch  litis  proposed  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lanJs  was  lo 
be  advocated  and  defended,  Vas  that  the  deeds  of 
ccs:ioa  of  the  public  domain  from  the  States  to  the 
United  Stales,  laid  the  foundation  for  a  "claim"  to 
such  duttribotien  upon  some  principle,  and  thus 
broDght  the  proposition  within  the  terms  of  the  last 
clanse  of  the  cansiitntionat  provision  last  referred 
to,  in  the  following  words:  "And  nothing  in  this 
Coistitulion  shall  be  so  coikstrned  as  to  prejudice 
any  rUinu  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular 
State." 

That  this  policy  is  urged  under  this%Iante  of  the 
C')nsiilotio3al  provision  is  made  more  probable, 
from  the  fact  that  its  advocates  have  usually  re- 
ferred to  the  cessions  from  the  States,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  Ibe  debt  ortbe  Revolution,  as  facts  upon 
whicH  the  right  lo  the  (Tistribution  on  the  pan  of  the 
Stai*s,  and  the  authority  to  make  it  on  the  part  ot 
Congress,  were  both  to  be  rested.  It  would  be  ne- 
cessary, therefore,  to  eiamine  the  deeds  of  cession, 
and  see  whether  they  fornisSed  any  fouodatioa  for 
"claims"  on  the  part  of  the  Statr.«,  or  any  of  Ihem, 
wiUiitt  ttie  meaning  of  the  provision  of  the  Conkli- 
tuiion  above. quoted,  or  of  a  power  on  the  pan  of 
Concress  to  satisfy  snob  "claims"  in  the  way  pro- 


Upon.  Ibis  point  bis  rxamioaiiont  htd  iadiudd 
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him  to  come  lo  the  fo'lowiDg  coDclosion,  aad  he 
nov  stated  it  jn  the  rorid  of  a  proposiiioa. 

The  deeds  of  cesEion  from  the  States  of  that  part 
of  the  public  domain  held  by  and  undf  r  those  cts-' 
sions,  d«  hot  contain  any  tbiAK  which  gives  the 
S.aie«,  or  any  of  tbeio,  "cUimt"  to  those  portions 
of  the  public  lands,  or  to  the  procceiis  thereof, 
which  do  not  equally  exist  against  all  other  "terri- 
tory or  property  belonging  to  the  Cniied  Stales;" 
nor  do  those  deeds  of  cession  contain  any  ihiog 
which  confers  apon  Congress  any  other  or  different 
power  over  the  ceded  lands,  or  the  proceeds  from 
the  sales  theieof,  than  that  possessed  by  the  grant 
of  the  Constitution  ever  "the  territory  and  property 
belonging  to  the  United  Siate!;,"  acquired  in  any 
other  manner. 

A  brief  reference  to  the  cessions  woald  establish 
this  piopositioa.  The  States  which  made  cessions 
under  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and  before  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  were  five  in  number, 
and  the  order  of  the  cessions,  in  point  of  time,  were 
Sb  foiiowt: 

New  York — Deed  of  cession  executed  1st  MaJrdi, 
1781. 

Virginia — Deed  ef  cesuon  executed  1st  March, 
1784. 

Massarhosetts — Deed  of  cession  executed  19lh 
April,  17S5. 

Connecticai— Deedof  cession  executed  13th  Sept. 
1786. 

South  Caroliiia.— Deed  of  cession  execnted  9ih 
Angust,  1787. . 

All  the  deeds  of  csssionabotre  enumerated  w«Te 
executed  by  ibe  delrgates  rrpre^eoiing  the  Slates 
named,  in  the  Congess  of  the  Gonfederaiioo,  and 
in  ecwformii;  to  laws  passed  by  lhe.Legi^latn[es  of 
the  r>'sprctive  Siaie?,  conlerriDg  the  power  upon 
their  delrgaies  in  ihs  Conxress  to  make  (be  cessions 
for  them  respectiirely.  He  had  carefully  examined 
those  Stale  laws,  and  the  decs  executed  by  iheir 
authority,  aid  had  foand  that,  in  the  teins  of  the 
iP»nts  and  the  estates  coaveyed,  ibe'anihority  thus 
conferred  uprn  the  graniors  had  been  carefally  fol- 
lowed. It  w(  ttid  not  be  ncces.«ary,  therefore,  for 
him  to  make  a  reference  to  the  laws.  One  to  the 
deeds  executed  under  under  ihem  would  be  soSi- 
cienu  And  here  again  his  references  migbL  be  ma- 
terially  aLbt«viate(i,a8  he  found  all,  the  grants  sob' 
»taniially  following  either  the  form  adopted  by 
New  York,  or  that  adopted  by  Virginia,  and  rx- 
lt«cts  from  those  two  deeds  would  ^how  the  natnie 
and  character  and  extent  of  the  estate  conveyed  in 
all  ihe  five  cases. 

Before  he  re-  d  the  extracts  it  would  be  profitable 
to  make  a  remark,  that  the  peculiar  language  of 
Ihe  deeds  might  be  more  lully  understood  and 
rightly  appreciated-  There  was,  at  the  time  of 
tlKse  cession^,  no  Union,  but  a  simple  Confedera- 
tion, an  alliance,  of  tbe  old  thirteen-  States.  The 
«ommon  Qovernment  was  called  a  Cvngiea^,  but 
it  was  more  like  a  Coogres.i -of  Nalionis  than  like 
the  present  Congress  of  the  United  States.  All  the 
States,  however  lepresented,  were  equal'  in  that 
body,  aud  it  had  no  power  lo  act  coercively  either 
upon  the  States,  or  the  people  of  tbe  SiAtes, 
in  tbe  raising  of  revenue,  or  the  imposition 
of  taxes  of  any  cbarac:er.  Wben  moi>ey  was 
wauled  for  the  purpi>ses  of  the  common  Go* 
yernmeni,  the  Congress  deleimir.ed  Ibe  suoi 
tp  be  raised,  apportioned  it  among  ihe  States 
according  l»  a  rule  established  in  the  Articles  of 
Confe  Jeraiion,  and  called  upon  each  State  to  rai.se 
its  proporiloi4  in  its  own  way,  by  virtue  of  its  own 
taxing  powers,  and  through  the  agency  of  its  own 
afiairt.  If  these  facts  are  borne  consianfly  in  mind, 
the  language  used  in  the  deeis  of  cessfon  will  be 
perfectly  iaielligible. 

The  Stale  of  New  York  did  "cede,  transfer,  and' 
forever  relinquish,  to  and  lor  Ihe  only  ute  and 
benefit  of  such  of  the  States  as  are,  or  shall  be- 
come, parties  to  Ihe  Articles  of  Conrederation,  tM 
the  rigkt,  title,  inlerttt.  jitrisdietion,  and  claim,  of  tbe 
Mtid  Biate  of  New  York,  to  all  lands  and  territories 
to  the  noithwanl  and  westward  of  the  boundaries 
to  which  tlie  siiid  Siaie  is  in  manner  afore-^aid 
limited  and  resincted,  and  te  be  granted,  disposed  of, 
and  appropriated  in  tnch  manner  only  as  the  Con- 
gress pf  the  laid  United  or  Confederated  Stales  shall 
order  and  direct." 


Toe  Legislature  of  ihs  State  of  Virginia,  in  the 
act  authorizing  and  directing  the  cession,  en  <<ct  that 
Ihe  landf  ceded  "shall  be  considered  a  common 
fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United 
Slates  an  have  become,  or  shall  become,  members 
of  Ihe  Confederation,  or  Federal  alliance,  of  the 
said  Stales,  Virginia  inclusive,  according  lo  their 
usual  tespeciive  proportions  in  the  general  charge 
and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona 
fidt  di^p.'sed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other 
useor  pnrpoje  whainoever;"  and  her  delegates  in 
ihe  Congrets,  in  obedience  to  that  act,  "transfer, 
assign,  and  make  over,  uitto  the  United  States  in 
CoDgresif  assembled,  for  the  benefit  of  the  raid 
S'ates,  Virginia  inclusive,  oil  rigkt,titU,  and  dnm, 
•ft  well  of  toil  as  of  jurisdiction,  which  the  said 
Cammonwealth  halh  t')  the  territory,  or  iract  of 
conntry,  within  the  limits  of  the  Virginia  charter, 
situate,  lying  and  being  to  the  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  to  and  for  the  uses  and  purposes,  and  on 
the  conditions  of  the  said  recited  act." 

Such  were  the  terms  employed,  and  such  Ibe 
estates  granted  by  the  Stales  of  New  York  and  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  other  three  States  named  followed 
substantially  the  one  or  the  oiher  of  these  forms  in 
Iheir  cessions  subsequently  made.  All  tbe  five 
Stales  granted,  all  ihey  had,  all  they  owned,  and  all 
they  "eJoimfd,"  in  the  lands  ceded  by  Ihem  respec- 
tively, and  what  was  that?  It  was,  at  most,  the 
sovereignty,  the  juri;diciion  of  GKivemment,  and 
as  appurtenant  lo  these  the  ri*hl  to  purchase  th; 
lands  from  tbe  Indiai^.  Perhaps  it  would  be  more 
technically  proper  to  s^y  that  the  Slates  granted  the 
foil,  the  fee,  of  the  land,  with  the  sovereignty  and 
jurtediction,  and  the  appurtentnl  right  to  purchase 
the  posserstry  inlerestis  of  the  Indian;.  The  snb- 
stancr.  i«  tbe  same,  however,  as  each  Stale  granted 
all  it  had,  "all  its  right,  title,  interest,  and  "daim," 
in  the  language  c  f  tbe  deeds. 

Is  there,  then,  in  any  of  these  deeds,  any  condi- 
tion of  reversion?  any  specific  appropriation  of  Ihe 
proceeds  of  the  lands,  with  remainder  over  to  all 
or  any  of  ibe  SiaiesT  None  whatever.  Tbe  grants 
were  "lor  the  only  ore  and  benefit  of  such  of  ihe 
Stages  as  are,  or  shall  become,  parties  to  the  Arti- 
cles of  Confederation;"  "for  the  henefit  of  the  said 
Stales,  Virginia  inclusive;"  and  Ihe  proceeds  were 
to  be  "a  common  fund  iur  the  use  and  benefit  of 
such  of  the  United  Sa'es  as  have  become,  or  shall 
become,  members  of  the  Coniederatioo,  or  Federal 
alliance  of  the  said  Siatei,"  Ihe  granting  Slate  in- 
elusive,  "according  lo  their  usual  respective  pro- 
pottions  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure." 
TheS^ales,  under  the  CoBfedeFaiion,  paid  their  re- 
spective proportions  of  the  charge  and  expenditure 
of  Ih«  common  Government  by  Stales,  and  each 
was  lo  receive  from  the  proceeds  of  the  ceded  lands 
a'share  exxc  1;  in  proportioa  to  its  share  of  the 
common  charge.  In  oiher  words,  its  proportion  of 
that  charge  to  be  raised  by  taxation  upon  its  own 
citizens  was  to  be  dimtnitihed  by  its  proportion  of 
(he  proceed]  of  ihe  lande,  which  proceeds  were  lo 
be  a  "common  fund"  for  the  benefit,  in  that  way, 
of  all  tbe  States,  parlies  lo  the  alliance.  The  com- 
mon Goveromeni,  the  Congress,  was  to  "dispense 
cif"  the  lands,  bat  fur  that  purpose,  and  no  oUur. 
Such  was  the  state  of  things  under  the  Gonfede- 
raiioo. 

The  difliculties  about  the.sc  Itfnds  retarded  the 
consummation  of  the  Confederacy.  The  States 
which  did  not  claim  any  of  the  ceded  lands  as 
within  their  limits,  did  claim  a  common  right  with 
tbe  other  Slates  in  them,  contending  thai  they  were 
not  the  separate  properly  of  certain  States,  biu  a 
part  of  tbe  royal  domain  of  the  British  crown,  won 
by  conquest  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  at  the 
cc>mi>.on  expense  and  peril  of  all  tbe  States,  par- 
ties to  Ihe  war,  and  that  they  were  thus,  of  tight, 
made  the  common  property  of  all.  Tbe  State  of 
Maryland,  (hough  as  active  and  pa(rio(ic  in  (he 
prosecution  of  the  war  as  her  sister  States,  did  not 
subscribe  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation  uniil  the 
day  of  the  date  of  tbe  New  York  deed  of  cession, 
standing  out  exclusively  upon  her  claim  to  a  com- 
mon right  in  these  lands. 

The  Constitution  was  forme!  in  1787,  subse- 
quently adopted  by  the  Slates,  they  being.the  same 
Slates  which  were  patties  to  the  Confederation,  or 
Federal  alliance,  and  consequently  to  the  deeds  of 


c:siion,  and  the  new  Government  went  into  open- 
lion  on  the  4ih  of  March,  1789.  Still  the  easioas 
were  imp&rfeci7  The  States  of  North  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  claiming  large  portions  of  Ihe  West- 
em  lands  as  within  their  respective  chartered  limits, 
bad  made  no  cessions  to  the  common  Govenment 
Tbey  did,  however,  subsequently  cede,  not  to  Ibe 
confederation,  bat  to  the  Union,  at  the  foUowiaf 
dates. 

Norih  Carolina-»Deed  of  cession  execnted  35tii 
February,  1790. 

Georgia— Deed  of  c»sion  execnted  I  Gib  Jane, 
1803. 

The  deeds  from  these  two  Stales  were,in  all  Bale- 
riai  respects,  so  far  a:  this  argument  is  concerned, 
similar  to  those  executed  by  (he  five  States  before 
named.  They,  like  the  other  deeds,  contain  no 
reversionary  ctanies,  no  specific  applications  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  lands,  with  remainders  over  (o 
the  granting  Stales,  or  any  other,  but  ezpFcssly 
declare  the  ceded  lands  "a  comiaon  fund"  tn 
the  benefit  of  the  Union  to  which  th*y  ceded. 

Hie  fact  that  these  States  had  not  made  cessions 
at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  Constitution, 
may  and  probably  doesacconnt  for  the  insertion,  te 
that  iniftmment,  of  Ihe  clause  last  above  quoted,  "and 
nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  so  constmed 
as  (o  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  any  particular  State."  What  has  been  before 
said  will  show  that  other  Stales  did  claim  a  com- 
mon right  in  the  unceded  lands,  notas  their  ladivi- 
doal  and  separate  property,  but  as  the  property  of 
(he  nation,  of  the  Confederation  before  the  Consti- 
tul'on,  of  tbe  Union  afterwards.  Still  the  eedtoK 
Slates  claimed  them  as  their  several  property,  nu 
hence  ihe  language,  that  the  Constitution  Aotud  not 
"prejudice  any  claims  of  (he  United  Sta(es,  o;  of 
any  particular  State."  If  this  coDjectnre  be  well 
founded,  the  deeds  of  cession  from  these  two  States 
put  at  rest  forever  the  "claims"  referred  to  of  all 
tbe  parties  interested,  by  the  surrender  and  reliii' 
quiihment  on  the  one  side,  and  the  accepianee  and 
sati^ifaetionon  ihe  other. 

Be  that,  however,  as  it  msy,  there  is  not,  iqMB 
the  face  of  any  of  these  deeds,  any  ground  for 
"claims"  in  favor  of  any  or  all  of  the  States  against 
the.  United  States,  beyond  the  obligation  upon  tbe 
latter  to  administer  the  common  fund  cott&titnted 
by  the  cessions  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  whole 
Union,  and  the  right  of  the  former  to  have  it  so 
administered.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  povr- 
ers  of  Congress  over  this  fn  d,  under  the  Confede- 
ration, is  not  now  material,  ai  Ihe  parties  to  (lie 
Cocfoderation  are  the  same  parties  which  foimed 
and  adopted  the  Constitution,  and  voloniardy 
merged  the  old  in  the  new  Government,  with  new, 
and  different,  and  defined  powers.  The  Congress 
undej'ihe  Constitution  cannot  look  behind  that  in- 
troment  for  either  powers  or  prohibitions,  not  even 
to  these  deeds  of  cession,  or  to  any  other  act  of  a 
sinzle  Stale,  or  of  the  confederated  States.  If  it 
possess  any  power  over  this  common  fund  eonsti- 
tutod  by  the  deeds  of  cession,  that  power  must  be 
found  in  the  ConstimtioB,  and  be  exercised  in  obe- 
dience to  its  provisions.  This  will  be  admitted  as 
to  Ihe  two  cesHons  made  subsequent  to  the  Conall- 
tuiion,  and  to  the  Union,  and  no  man  has  ever  yet 
been  found  to  contend  that  Ihe  diflTerenl  portions  of 
the  ceded  landd  are  subject  to  different  rules  of  dis* 
position,  or  that  the  powers  of  Congress ov«r Ike* 
are  different.  Still  ii  is  worthy  of  remark,  in  Hm* 
connection,  that  the  power  conferred  by  sH  the 
deeds  of  session  was  "to  di^ose"  of-  the  lands,  aad 
the  power  conferred  by  the  Constitntion  is  "to  dis- 
pose," dkc.  of  Ihe  "(erriiory  or  other  property"  of 
the  United  Slates. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  these  lands  were,  in  (het, 
ceded  to  pay  the  debt  of  tbe  Revolution,  and,  (hat 
debt  being  paid,  that  (here  is  an  equiuble  ii|^  m 
favor  of  (he  Slates  to  a  reversion  of  tbe  ftmds,  or 
to  the  remainder  of  the  preeeeds,  for  (heir  indivi- 
dnal  and  separate  use.  Indeed,  so  confidently  WM 
this  opinion  entertained  by  one  honorahle  Seiwor, 
and  he  loo  a  dislinguidied  lawyer,  [Mr.  Cnnrcw- 
dbn]  dtat  he  had,  upon  a  former  oeeasion,  swd  he 
verily  believed,  if  a  suit  in  chanecry  oonid  be  in- 
stituted against  ihe  Govemmeot,  the  Stales  «<mU 
obtain  a  decree  for  the  retrocession  of  the  fauiiB,cir 
a  distribution  of  their  proceeds. 
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'  -Had  this  «ESDmption  thkt  the  lands  were  cedrd 
far  the  specific  pnrpose  of  paying  the  debt  of  the 
Revoktiop  an;  loundation  in  facti  The  assump- 
tiDn,  ao  far  as  be  bad  been  able  to  aceenaia  iii 
foaadatiou,  was  rested  upon  the  resolation  of  the 
vM  Congtees,  of  the  lO-h  of  October,  1780.  That 
reaolaiion  was  in  the  foUoving  words: 

"Jt«w<M<l,11ist  Uia  nuppropriatad  landethat  nuty  Im  c«ded 
otnUMlaUwdto  tb«  Oniud  «utM,  by  any  pwrcicular  aiats, 
pamunt  to  the  recommandaUon  of  Congius  of  the  6Ui  day  of 
Boptombcr  last,  aliaU  be  ditpoted  oj  for  the  common  beiisSt 
of  the  United  Ekalee, and  be  Mtlled  and  tormeUinto  distinct  Re- 

Snblicao  State*,  which  (hall  become  memben  of  the  Federal 
oioo,  and  haTe  the  aame  rigbu  of  ■over^igniy,  freeJnm  and 
in<lepen4ence,aa  the  other  States;  that  each  State  which  shall 
iM  ao  Aimiad,  ahall  contain  a  suitable  extent  ol  terriionr,  not 
lepa  than  one  hnndred  nor  more  tiian  one  hundred  and  fifty 
milea  square,  or  as  near  thereto  as  circunistancea  will  admit: 
Thai  the  necatsry  and  reamnable  espenm  ahiek  any  par- 
Uauiar  SflatethaU  have  incurred  *if>et  the  eommtneemauof 
»fth»  sraMaltear,  in  eubduing  any  BritUh  potU,  nin 
mainlMning/orlt  or  garritoTte  within  and  for  the  defence, 
or  te  aomUnng  anwnart  of  the  territory  that  may  be  ceded  or 
ToKnfitithed  10 IM  United  State;  ehali  be  reimbureed.  That 
the  said  landa  shall  be  ctaoted  or  settled  at  such  times  and  under 
each  regulations  as  shlli  hereafter  be  agreed  on  by  (he  United 
BUtei|inConpessassBmbled,oranynlneormoreorthem."     ' 

Hera  is  a  promise  ot  a  specific  approptiaiionof 
the  proceeds  of  the  lands,  or  other  means,  for  a 
caitain  object,  Damely,  to  reimburse  the  Siates  the 
nceessary  and  reasooable  expenses  incnrred  by 
tbeai,  after  the  conHneacement  of  tbe  war,  in  sob- 
daing  Btittsh  posts  within  the  ceded  territory — in 
aaintainiag  forts  and  garrisons  within  a|id 
tat  the  drfeoee  of  the  ceded  territory,  or  in 
aeqtiiriag  tny  part  of  the  ceded  irrritory. 
Xbieee  items  of  expenditnre  were  made  elaims 
JB  favor  of  the  States  against  the  Uoiied  8  aies, 
but  not  elatms  upon  the  lands  pariicolarly.  They 
wen  to  be  elatms  in  faror  of  the  pariioalar  Siates 
iaeorriag  the  expenses  against  the  common  Trea- 
sury, and  might  be  paid  from  the  proceeds  of  sates 
of  ^tlie  lands,  or  from  aoy  other  means,  as 
the'  United  Siates  ahouM  choose.  Tbe  cessions 
wen  not  lobe  made  conditional  and  dependent  op- 
on  th»  payment  of  these  expenses,  and  no  soch 
a— dition  is  fonnd  in  any  one  of  the  deeds  of  ces- 
sion. Tet  this  was  a  sort  of  specific  obligation 
OMMteeted  with  the  cessions,  bat  not  lo  pay  the  debt 
of  the  Rerolntien,  or  any  portion  of  it  which  was 
a  charge  agaia«t  the  common  OoTemment.  It  was 
iteply  an  obligaiion  to  pay-  certain  specified  ez- 
pesMS  whidi  bad  been  incurred  diuing  the  war,  by 
innniealar  Siates,  in  acqniriog  the  land,  or  in  de- 
fending iL 

WhUe,  then,  lUs  reso'mion  famisheuio  ground 
for  the  assumption  that  tbe  lands  were  ceded  fur  ibe 
specific  pnrpose  of  paying  the  debt  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, with  any  legal  or  rqaitable  reversion  to  tb«  | 
States,  or  remainder  over  in  the  proceeds  a'ter  the 
payment  of  that  debt,  it  does  furnish,  in  ibis  very 
stipniaiion  to  reimburse  to  the  crdmg  States  all  the 
espenses  inctured  by  ihetir  in  acqnicing  and  de- 
fending the  landr,  the  strongest  circamMaoUal  evi- 
dnce  that  ao  snch  reversion  or  remainder,  either 
equitable  or  legal,  was  contemplated,  and  that  no 
other  oMJgatiott  cr  indebedness  was  contracted  by 
tbe  common  Oovemment  to  the  States  thsn  that 
mentioned  and  directly  assumed.  That  obligation 
has  been  long  since  dircbarged.  Those  expenses 
of  the  States  we  e  assumed  and' paid  by  this  Qo- 
Temment,  together  with  their  separate  debts  con- 
traoted  to  cairy  on  the  war  of  the  Revolut'on,  and 
both  toi^ether  formed  a  part  of  that  mass  of  na- 
tional debt  which  this  Oovemment  has  finally  paid. 
No  ebisi,  therefore,  in  favor  of  any  State,  can  now 
be  snstained  upon  this  part  of  the  resolatioe,  and 
none  other  of  a  pecuniary  charaetcr  was  incarred 
l^iu 

The  deed  of  cession  of  Massachoseits  maltes  ex- 

SresJ  reference  to  this  re^olut  on,  and  declares  thjt 
le  cession  of  that  Stale  is  made  in  conformity  with 
iu  A  reference  is  made  in  this  resolntion  to  a  re- 
eommendatiun  of  Congress  of  the  6!h  of  Septem- 
ber, 1780.  That  is  a  report  and  resolntion  adopt- 
ed in  consrqveace  of  cert  tin  instructions  (Vom  the 
State  of  Maryland  to  her  delega'es,  re<pecting  the 
Articles  a[Confederalion,and  containing  a  declara- 
tion as  ttrher  common  rish!3  in  the  tand^,  the  act 
of  tbe  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  NevYorkan- 
thorizinz  her  cessien,  and  a  remonstrance  from  ihe 
Stale  of  Virginia,  upon  the  saihe  general  subject?, 
all  before  Coogrets  at  the  >aine  time,  and  all  re- 
ferred  to  tiie  same  committee  pi  the  bpd^,  which 
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made  the  report,  and  proposed  a  roio^otion,  by 
way  of  recommendation  to  tbe  Slates  here  referred 
to.  This  report  and  resolution  is  no  other  way 
important  to  ibis  discussion,  than  to  i-how,  as  part 
of  the  hi&tory  ef  the  period,  that  the  ceastvns  from 
Ihe  Stales  were  urged — not  to  moch-  on  ihe  ground 
of  the  pecuniary  benefit  to  b*  derived  to  the  com- 
mon Government,  as  to  promote  harmony  among 
tbe  States,  to  perfect  ibe  alliance,  aad  bring  into 
tbe  Confederation  ihe  State  ot  Maryland,  which 
State  declined  to  sub  oribe  to  the  Articles  of  Ccn- 
federation,  in  consequence  of  diff'rences  about 
tboje  lands.  A  refirenee  to  this  report  was  to  him 
a  matter  of  the  highest  Kratificatirn,  as  it  presents 
the  Slate  which  be  his  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
sent here,  forcmnsi  in  the  exhibiiion  of  that  patrio* 
lie  liberality,  which  did  finally  peifect  the  alliance, 
cement  the  Union  of  the  States,  and  lead  to  the 
glerioiis  eonseqneoces,  the  blessings  of  which  we 
now  enjoy. 

Nothing,  however,  is  fonnd  in  any  of  these  pro- 
ceedings npoB  which  tu  found  the  as-iompiion  that 
Ibe  cessions  were  made  for  the  specific  object  of 
paying  the  debt  of  the  Revololion;  bnt,  en  the  con- 
trary, the  report  and  both  resolutions,  rebut  that 
assampiion  directly,  and  exhibit  other  and  h'ghtr 
objects  as  moving  the  Stales  to  those  grants— ob- 
jects connected  with  ihe  harmony  of  the  b'taies,  the 
Union  of  the  Siates,  and,  conseqoenily,  with  their 
success  in  the  fearful  struggle  which  was  to  deter- 
mine the  qtirstion  of  our  independent  exi.stence  as 
a  nation.  He  fell  au'horized  to  conclude,  there- 
fore, that  this  assnmplion  had  no  foaodalion  in 
fac',and  could  not  betu^taineil  by  thehisrory  of 
the  transaction;;  nnd  it  falling,  tbe  adorned  rights 
of  reversion  or  remainder  in  ihe  States,  to  tbe  lands, 
or  their  pruceeds,  supposed  to  How  from  and  rest 
upon  it,  must  fall  wi^h  it. 

Still  another  ground  i>  assumed,  however,  and 
that  if,  that  an  tquittble  right  to  the  nett  proceeds 
of  these  lands,  after  the  payment  of  debt  ef  the  Re- 
volution, results  in  favor  of  Ihe  Slates,  notwith- 
standing there  are  not,  iii  the  deeds  of  cession,  or 
in  any  of  the  proceedings  on  the  pert  of  the  Stales, 
or  of  the  United  Stalet>,  any  terms  or  conditions  ef 
reversion,  any  rerervations  of  remainders,  or  any 
specific  application  of  the  fund  lo  the  payment  of 
that  dd>t.  Tais  broad  assumption  of  an  equity 
would  require  examination  in  various  aspects.  > 

The  first  step  in  \h:s  examination  would  seem  lo 
him  to  b°e  to  inquire  to  what  p«rii«s  this  rqmtubtt 
reversion,  or  right,  noi  daimeil  as  matter  of  law,  or 
of  fair  legal  inference  from  the  deed;,  but  as  a  ge- 
neral equUy,  without  specifi'-d  funndalion,  would 
rnare,  in  case  the  right  sboul.t  be  recognised? 
Could  it  be  to  any  oiber  parliet  than  those  making 
tbe  grams?  He  thought  not.  It  was  found  that 
there  was  no  reversion  in  terms,  and  no  remainder 
ra«rved,  eiiher  ta  the  ceding  Stairs,  or  lo  ail  the 
States,  and  the  claim  was  one  of  mere  equity,  wiiK- 
ottt  legal  Ibnndaiioh,  and  said .  to  retail  from  tbe 
conveyances.  Con!d  such  a  claim  reniU  to  parlies 
not  known,  not  Ihonght  of,  not  in  existence,  at  the 
time  the  grants  were  made?  He  admitted  the 
right  of  any  grantor  of  an  estate  to  secure  remain- 
ders and  reversions  to  any  parties  he  mif;ht  choose, 
whether  in  existopce  or  not  at  the  time  of  ihegrant; 
bnt  he  could  not  conceive  of  a  resulting  legal  right, 
much  less  of  a  resulting  eftwty,  to  an  entire  stranger 
to  Ihe  e  mveyance,  lo  one  of  whose  existence  the 
grantor  bad  not  a  ihaa;h<,  and  towards  whom  there 
could  have  been  no  in'ention  of  making  the  grant. 
The  claim  is  that  of  a  mere  legal,  or  equitable,  con- 
seqaence.  It  is  rested  upon  Ihe  assumption  that 
the  estate  coove;ed  was  a  mere  trust,  that  the  trusts 
have  been  fulfilled  in  Ihe  payment  cf  Ibe  debt  of 
the  Revolution,  and  tha<,  in  the  absence  of  other 
express  provision,  a  reversion,  legal  or  equitable, 
follows.  Follows  to  whom?  To  What  parlies?  To 
any  bnt  the  grantors?  Certainly  net.  It  was  com- 
petent for  them  lo  have  secured  remainders  and  re* 
versions  lo  whatever  parlies  they  p'eased;  bat  it  is 
admitted  that  ihey  did  not  do  so  lo  any  parties,  by 
the  lerm^tif  their  grants.  If,  therefore,  any  snch 
resulting  right  can  be  sustained,  it  must  be  in  favor 
of  the  .'even  ceding  States  only,  and  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that  whatever  remains  fioman  estate  granted, 
beyond  the  fall  porpose  and  object  «■(  Ihe  grant,  as 
welt  by  legal  as  bj  ef nit«j>(e  oonseqaenfc,  rererts 


to  the  grantor.  In  other  words,  what  is  noi  grant- 
ed is  retained,  and  when  Ihe  grant  is  satisfied  the 
remainder,  if  any,  retts  where  it  did  before  tbe 
gram. 

If  this  position  be  wrong,  and  the  deeds  of  ces- 
sion are  sosccptible  of  a  construction  which  will 
make  this  equitable  remainder,  or  reversion,  enure 
to  the  benefit  of  all  the  Slates,  yet  the  claim  as- 
sumes ihat  ihe  lands  have  been  a  mere  trust  in  Ihe 
hands  of  the  Federal  Qovernment,  a  trust  la  pay 
the  debt  of  the  Revolution  simply;  and  that  the 
remaining,  or  reversionary  claim  in  favor  of  the 
States  is  one  exclusively  equitable,  there  being 
neither  the  rpecifie  application  of  the  fund, nor  the 
resniting  right  expressed  is  the  grants.  In  this 
sense  the  equity  mos*,  of  coarse,  be  claimed  from 
the  trustee,  subject  tnall  equitable  demands  against 
Ihe  cstat*  in  bis  hands.  How,  then,  will  this  claim, 
interposed  in  favor  of  the  States  to  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  stand,  upon  a  fair  adjustment  of 
accounts  betwehn  the  trustee  and  the  cestui  ftwfrtutt; 
between  the  United  Siates,  which  have  held  and 
managed  the  fend,  and  the  several  Siates  in  whose 
favor  the  claim  is  made? 

It  has  already  been  seen  that,  so  fat  as  tbe  pecu- 
niary interests  were  concerned,  tbe  States  did  not 
convey  a  clear  title,  but  ibe  mere  right  to  parcbase 
such  a  title  from  the  Indians.  The  trustee,  there- 
fore, must  make  Ibis  purchase  lo  "bring  the  trust 
fund  in'o  a  produciive  dlaie  ^t  all,  or  to  render  it 
possible  to  p-rform  ibe  trnst,  which  is  assumed  lo 
be  the  payment  of  tbe  debt  of  Ifae  Revolution.  If 
these  be  sound  positions,  there  is  a  very  short  way 
of  showing  that  the  iqvitji  in  Ihe  remainder,  or  re- 
version, whatever  it  may  be,  and  however  clearly 
it  may  exist,  cannot  yet  attach,  because  tbe  nett 
annual  proceeds  of'  the  lands  do  not  now,  and  are 
not  anticipated  for  the  year  lo  come,  to  be  equal  to 
Ihe  current  cbatges  upon  the  Treasury,  for  the 
purchase  of  tbe  Indian  titles,  and  that  branch  of 
the  Revolationary  debt  yet  nndischarged.  Two 
items  only  of  the  current  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
Qovernment  will  demonstrate  this  fact 

Tbe  Indian  annuities  are  debts  contracted  for  the 
parcbase  of  the  Indian  title  lo  these  lands,  and  tbe 
Revolationary  pensions  are,  upon  every  fair  princi- 
ple of  eqaiiy,  a  part  of  that  debt  which  it  is  as- 
somed  the  lands  were  to  pay.    It  might  be  sa'.d, 
that  these  pensions  were  mere  gratuities,  discon- 
nected from  tbe  legal  debt  at  the  lime  of  the  ces- 
sions, and.  therefore,  not  legally  chargeable  npon 
the  fund  thus  provided  for  the  payment  of  that  debt. 
Admit  this  abjection,  in  its  legal  s<ose,  and  what 
is  its  tqmloblt  a<pect?    Why  have  ibe  pensions 
been  granted?    Is  ii  not  because  resoluiioas  of  lbs 
Congress  held  out  inducemenis  to  enter  tbe  milita- 
ry service  of  the  country  which  were  not  lu'filled, 
and  because  tbe  currency  in  which  the  -soldiers  in 
that  memorable  war  were    paid  was  valaelesb? 
Were  not  these,  then,  tqirittbk  claims  against  tie 
United  States,  and  are  not  the  payments  equUatle 
charges  npon  a  fund  dedicated  to  the  payment  of 
the  Revoluiionary  debt,  before  a  mere  inferential 
and  csnsrqneniial  equity  can  sweep  a«ay  lhat  fund? 
It  did  not  appear  to  him  that  the  point  admitted  of 
argomeoi.    It  was  too  clear  for  discussion,  and  loo 
just  for  resistance.    He  wonld  state  ihe  account 
current  between  the  Treasury  and  the  lands,  upon 
this  simple  principle,  and  see  what  was  Ihe  equitv 
ble  remainder  or  reversion  to  the  States. 
The  actual  amount  payable  to  the  various  Indian 
tribes  annually  from  tbe  pablic  Treasnry,  as  an> 
nnilies  secured  to  ihem  by  different  treaties,  and 
as  imeiest  npon  money  stipulated  by  treaty  to  be 
peimanently  invested,  and  not  jet  invested,  as 
shown  by  a  statement  in  his  hand,carefullv  pre- 
pared at  the  Indian  Office,  is        •     |8I7,793  00 
The  actual  payments  from  tbe  Trea- 
sury for  Revolationary  pensions, 
for  the  year  1839,  as  .nboatn  by  a 
statement  from  the  office  of  the 
Second  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  now  before  him,  were    2,950,135"  75 

Making,  together,  an  amount  of  an- 
nuities for  Indian  lands,  and  pen- 
sions to  rfflcers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Revolution,  pa\able  annual'.y 
from  t^e  IfftUoital  Treaenry,  of  $3,773,998  75 
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Pre-emption  Late — Mr.  WriglU. 


Senate. 


The  eitimated  receipts  into  the 
Treasury  from  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  for  the  present  year 
are  just  about  the  same  as  the  ac- 
tiral  receipts  of  the  last  year,  aod 


either  sum  is 


-    3.500,000  00 


This  will  leave  au  annual  balance 
,   of  the  annuities  and  Revolation- 

ary  pensions,  orer  and  above  the 

whole  cnireni   proceeds  of  the 

lands,  of  -  -  .    #273,938  75 

This  will  be  about  the  true  statrof  tnings  for  the 
last  and  the  present  years.  It  is  tine  that  the  pay- 
ments for  Revolutionary  pensions  are  now  dimi> 
nishing,  rrom  tbe  drath  of  the  pensioners,  more  ra- 
pidly than  they  are  increased  by  new  applications 
and  admJsjioDS  under  tbe  existing  Uws,  and  this 
diminution  will  be  annually  more  and  more  rapid, 
if  further  legislation  dees  not  prtvent  it.  It  is  also 
inie  thai  many  of  the  Indian  annuities  are  for 
terms  of  years,  and  tbe  expiration  of  soeb  annni- 
lies  may  unk  tbe  amount  of  payments  under  that 
head,  if  new  treaties  do  not  make  a  corresponding 
addition.  So  also  tbe  annual  sales  of  lands  may 
be  extended  in  future  years,  and  thus  this  compari- 
son be  changed.  But  at  present  there  are  no  nett 
proceeds  from  the  lands,  if  tbe«e  two  single 
Items  are  made  an  annual  charge  upon  tbem.  Still 
there  are  coDstant  anivnal  charges  of  the  highest 
nece.>'&ity,  which  are  not  included  here,  and  which, 
by  the  admis^on  of  all,  should  be  deducted  to  ar- 
rive at  the  nctt  proceeds  fur  distribniion.  He' re- 
ferred 10  the  ord.nary  expenses  ot  the  land  system, 
cf  the  General  Land  Office  here,  of  the  various  lo- 
cal land  i)ffi.:es,  of  surveys,  and  all  those  classes  of 
expendJtuies  which  are  paid  by  annual  appropria- 
tions from  the  Treasury,  and  not  by  commissions 
upon  tbe  money  collected.  These  expenses  cannot 
fall  short  of,  and  are  more  likely  to  exceed,  half  a 
'  million  annually.  He  had  caused  tbem  to  be  as- 
certained for  the  five  years,  commencing  with  1833 
and  ending  with  1837,  to  be  used  for  another  pur< 
pose,  and  during  that  period  they  averaged  more 
than  one  million  per  annum.  Those,  however, 
were  years,  or  at  least  some  of  them,  when  the 
surveys  aod  ^ales  were  unusually  extensive.  Still 
half  that  average,  be  tbonght,  could  not  be  ex'css- 
sive  for  ordinary  years.  It  should  not  be  forgotten 
that  no  mention  is  here  made  of  annual  payments 
for  holding  new  treaties,  for  new  purchases  of  land 
Irom  tbe  Indians,  and  for  the  many  other  constant 
but  uncertain  expenditures  growing  out  of  the  ac- 
quirement of  title,  management,  and  sale  of  these 
lands,  and  nothing  is  said  of  the  expenses  of  the 
frequent  Indian  wars  which  have  attended  ihe  exe- 
cution of  the  various  treatie:',  and  the  clearing  the 
lands  from  Indian  possession. 

He  would  now  pass  to  another  part  of  the  argu- 
ment. He  had  already  said  that  the  right  of  the 
States  to  the  disitribution  proposed,  and  tbe  power 
and  duty  of  Congress  to  make  it,  had  been  a'tcmpt- 
rd  to  be  lestfd  upon  tbe  deeds  of  cession  from  the 
States  tu  the  United  State::,  and  the  alleged  obj.ct 
and  purpose  of  those  cessions.  He  hid  previously 
attempted  to  !how  that  neither  those  deeds,  nor  any 
of  the  proceedings,  either  on  tbe  part  of  the  States, 
or  Ihe  United  States,  presented  any  resting  place 
fat  the  assumptions  in  question.  He  might,  how- 
eve;,  bavr  been  mistaken  in  his  efforts  to  jiccom- 
plish  that  object,  and  it  wonld  be  too  great  an  ex- 
hibition of  vanity  on  his  pan  to  say  be  had  accom- 
plished what  he  had  hoped  to  accomplih  upon 
those  points.  He  must,  therefore,  purtue  the  ar- 
gument further.  Suppose  he  had  wholly  failed  to 
e.-tablish  those  positions,  a  consequence  followed 
from  which  there  was  no  escape,  and  that  be 
would  now  state. 

No  right  of  the  States,  or  power  or  duty  of  Con- 
gress,  ba^ed  upon  the  deeds  of  cession,  eoald  apply 
to  any  other  than  the  ceded  territcry.  This  must 
be  admitted,  for  whether  the  cessions  contained 
upon  their  face  reversionary  rights  to  the  ceding 
States,  or  remainders  over  to  all  tbe  States,  no  such 
rights  could  attach,  or  be  valid,  either  in  law  or 
equity,  beyond  the  limits  and  iniereits  of  the  estate 
covered  by  the  deeds;  the  eitale  to  which  the  gran- 
tors in  the  deeds  claimed  title  or  interest.  He 
would  not  f«  a  moqient  presaoM  that  any  Senator 


would  attempt  to  purh  the  right  uf  lbs  Slates  to  a 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  upon  > 
-such  grounds  beyond  this  limit,  and  he  would  there 
for*  proceed  to  show  bow  far  short  of  the  ground 
covered  bytbe  proposition  before  the  Senate  this 
justification  of  its  principle  and  equity  wonld  be 
found  to  cover. 

The  boundaries  of  the  cessions  were,  invariably, 
all  the  lands  situate  without  ai:d  beyond  certain 
defined  limits,  northerly,  westerly,  or  southerly, 
and  without  any  prescribed  extent,  or  specified 
limit,  Bortb,  west,  or  south.  Tbe  limits  of  tbe 
ceding  ^States  in  those  directions  were  fixed  and 
defined,  and  tbe  grants  were  of  all  the  lands  be- 
loBgiug  to  the  granting  State  without  and  beyond 
its  boundaries.  The  most  which  can  be  asked, 
therefore,  as  the  outer  limits  of  the  ceded  lands,  is 
the  ooter  limits  of  the  Unitfd  States  as  established 
by  the  definitive  tfeaiy  of  peace  of  1783.  This 
must  follow  from  the  fact  that  tbe  lands,  whether 
in  fact  the  property  of  the  Confederation  of  States, 
or  of  the  seven  ceding  Slates,  were  held  by  con- 
quest in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  cannot  be 
supposed  to  extend  beyond  tbe  boundaries  fixed  io 
the  treaty  which  terminated  the  war,  and  fixed  tbe 
limits  of  territory  for  the  belligerent  parties.  The 
western  and  southern  of  these  bouudarjes  are  now 
alone  material,  as  the  northern  and  ni>rthwes.em  is 
the  present  limit  of  British  and  American  posses- 
sions. The  western  and  sonihern  of  these  bounda- 
ries, beginning  upon  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  are 
described  in  the  treaty  as  follow-': 

"And  from  thence  on  a  diM  WMt  coune  to  th*  river  Mlwiisippi; 
thence  b;  a  line  tu  t>e  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  Mid  rivei 
MiMiesippi  until  it  shall  inteneci  the  northcmmnst  part  of  the 
ihirijr  tint  degree  o4  north  latitude;  anuth  bjr  a  Hoe  to  ba  drawn 
due  aaK  from  Ihe  datarminaiioo  M  the  Una  laai  mantiviMd,  lu 
the  latitude  of  thirty  one  degreee  north  of  the  equator,  to  the 
middle  ofihe  rlrer  Apilachicola  or  Catobouchci  thence  along 
the  middle  thereof  to  ita  junctioo  with  Flint  rirer ;  thence 
■liaight  In  the  head  uf  3l  Mary'a  rlrer;  aiHl  thence  down  along 
the  middle  o(  61.  Vbttj'a  ilrer  to  the  Atiaollc  Ocean." 

Thus  making  tbe  middle  of  the  Misnssippi 
river  tbe  western,  and  the  thirty-first  degree  of 
north  latitude  the  southern  boundary  of  these 
cessions.  -  With  these  bouadaries,  tbe  ceded  lands 
do  not  include  any  of  the  territory  west  of  the 
Mississippi;  and  the  Territory  of  Iowa  and  the 
Stales  o(  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  Louisiana,  and 
all  the  country  west  of  tbem,  are  tm  from  any 
claim  of  the  Slates  growing  out  of  the  deeds  of  ces- 
sion. So,  also,  those  pans  of  the  States  of 
Mississippi  and  Alabama,  south  of  the  thirty- 
first  degree  of  north  laiitude,  and  tbe  whole 
of  the  Tenitory  of  Florida,  are  equally  untouch- 
ed by  these  grants.  It  may  be  well  farther 
to  specify  what  the  grants  do  not  tooeh,  be- 
fore seeing  what  they  did  cover  and  convey.  They 
did  not,  then,  touch  any  ponton  of  tbe  old  thirteen 
States,  as  at  present  bounded,  or  any  portion  of  ibe 
present  Slates  of  Maine,  Vermont,  and  Kenttieky. 
A  very  small  portion  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  was 
,  ceded  by  the  deed  of  cession  of  North  Carolina;  bat 
the  remnants  oi  land  were  so  scattered,  and  so  bad- 
ly located,  that  the  Gorernment  has  never  yet  sup- 
poied  it  a  matter  of  interest  to  cause  their  snrvey, 
or  to  open  a  land  office  and  attempt  a  sale  of  laitds 
within  that  State.  Indeed,  it  seems  now  certain 
that  nothing  is  to  come  to  the  common  Treasnry 
from  the  pub  ic  lands  in  Tennrs^e,  as  a  bill  pasised 
ih  s  body  at  its  last  session,  without  a  dissenting 
vote,  to  cede  tbe  remnants  of  those  lands  to  thst 
State  without  compeosaiioii;  and  a  simihtr  bill  has 
s^in  passed  by  the  same  vote,  at  the  preser.t  tes- 
sinn.  Thus  the  whole  cession  of  North  Carolina  is 
disposed  of,  wiibont  bringing  one  dollar  into  the 
Treasury;  for  he  fi>ond  that  tbe  law  for  ib«  admis- 
sion of  the  Stale  of  TenDe^!see,  described  the  State 
as  *'aH  the  territory  ceded  lo  the  Oniied  States  by 
the  Sate  of  North  Carolina."  He  did  n -it  mentioa 
this  fact  to  Ibe  prejudice  of  that  old,  pa'rietie.  Re- 
publican State.  Her  cession  bad  given  to  the 
Union  one  of  ihe  proudest  of  the  present  sisters  of 
the  family;  and  it  was  made  with  a  patriotic  devo- 
tion to  ih«i  Union  not  inferior  to  that  which  go- 
verned the  action  of  any  other  of  the  seven  eedbw 
Stale:).  Yet  when  a  claim  for  a  reversion,  or  ait 
equitable  remainder,  was  Interposed  against  this 
Govetnmen*,  a  fact  like  this  spoke  volumes  in  i«- 
lation  to  that  tqMy.  It  showed,  b^ond  the  power 
ofqaesiioD,  what  n«l(  pioceed«one  of  U^  enUof 


8  aies  wonld  receive,  if  ihe  right  of  reveisiOB  lo 
the  ceding:  Slates  alone  should  be  admitted,  and  tfae 
equity  claimed  should  be  adjusted  by  that  cule. 
There  were  other  facts  of  a  somewhat  aimilat 
-  character,  to  wbieb  it  might  be  well  to  refer  in  Ak 
connection.  The  cession  of  Georgia  was  last  made, 
and  comprehended  all  those  portions  of  the  Sutes 
of  Alabama  and  Mississippi  which  are  north  of  the 
thirty-Drst  degree  of  north  latitude;  and  it  is  daihr 
contended  here,  by  the  friends  of  this  pn>poai- 
tion  for  oisttibotion,  and  has  been  r'^gulady 
so  contended,  ever  since  the  Cherokee  eontroveisy 
has  been  known  to  the  country,  that  tbe  Feteal 
Government,  by  the  terms  of  this  eession,  badeoa- 
traeted  to  pay  all  and  more  than  the  ceded  laad* 
were  in  fact  worth.  And  ever  since  the  late  Che- 
rokee treaty,  extinguishing  the  Indian  title  to  tte 
lands  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  this  aigiument,  which, 
previous  to  that  period,  was  only  hypothesis,  has 
been  assumed  as  demonstration.  The  netf  proceeda 
of  the  Georgia  session,  then,  mast  be  nuwh  Uka 
those  of  North  Carolina  nttkiiig.  '^igiaia  ia 
claimed  to  have  made  tbe  great  and  material  era- 
sion,  and  yet  Viiginia  did  not  cede  Keatacky,- ika 
only  pact  of  tbe  great  unappropriated  oo«Btry,ia 
all  probability,  falltng  within  her  ohailSMd  ttmila. 
Kentneky  was  constituted  a  State  from  the  adgaov* 
ledeed  bonnds  of  Virginia,  as  was  Maina,  at  a 
much  later  day,  from  those  of  Maasaehnaetls. 
These  facts  were  not  mentioned,  or  referred  to,  fur 
the  purpose  of  detraoing  from  the  patriotie  Ube- 
rality,  public  spirir,  and  devotion  to  the  Uaidt,  oC 
Virgiiua,  Fu  from  it.  She  daimed  the  teiriieiy 
northwest  of  the  Ohio  rather  by  eotqaeat  than  bj' 
chartered  right,  and  the  ceded  her  claim,  whatever 
it  might  be,  as  a  comxon  land  to  the  Union,  t^tnt 
terms  which  yet  show,  npcn  their  face,  that  Issr  ob> 
jeet  was  the  extension  of  those  free  RepabUeaa 
ptiueiples  she  has  ever  so  dearly  cherished,  aa^so 
fearlessly  maia..ained,  rather  tlum  any  peenniai^ 
couiideration  to  herself,  or  even  to  the  Uawn. 

These  faet^  bowevar,  show  that  from  all  te 
ceded  territory  soaihwest  of  -the  Ohio,  no  mM  pc«> 
eeeds  were  to  come,  or  ever  can  coma,  iMo  Ihe 
common  Treasury,  eiiber  for  distrihation  of  for  aay 
other  purpose. 

It  would  be  proper  here  to  extead  a  Uttla  farthar 
an  idea  following  from  a  former  position  of  his  ar- 
gnment.  He  had  attempted  to  sbuw,  Vad  ba 
thought  upon  unanswerab'e  grounds,  that  if  any 
right  of  remainder,  or  reversion  to  the  ceded  lands, 
or  to  their  proceeds,  whether  legal  or  eqnilaUe, 
can  be  susiuned  in  favor  of  any  of  the  Slalei^ 
'it  must  result  to  the  ceding  States  only,  as  it 
was  only  asserted  and  claimed  af  an  into' 
ence  and  consequence  of  law  or  equity,  froaa 
the  grants,  and  the  alleged  object  and  poipooa 
of  the  grants.  He  now  wished  to  inqttire,  npoK 
tbe  suppoaition  that  such  a  right  Annld  be  adauK 
ted,  what  would  be  the  state  of  things  with  Iha 
ceding  States.  He  found,  upon  a  earefU  eanu* 
nation  of  the  deeds  of  cession,  that  the  deaeriptioaa 
of  the  territory  ceded  by  New  York  and  MMsa* 
chnsetli  were  identical,  and  withoat  stopiog  to  i»> 
quire  where,  within  the  present  boonds  of  the 
United  Slates,  that  territory  was,  who  shonM  de- 
termine what  the  rights  of  there  Sutes  would  T»> 
cpeetfully  be  to  such  remainder  or  reversioni  Let 
the  cessions  of  Connecticut  and  South  Carolina  be 
examined  with  the  same  view,  and  let  those  who 
could,  answer  these  inqairies. 

He  wonld  now  proceed  to  show  where  and  what 
tbe  ceded  lands  in  faet  were,  regardleas  of  the 
question  as  to  what  State  may  have  originallf 
owned  them,  or  what  State  may  now  be  entittedio  a 
temaindei  cr  reversion  of  them,  or  their  proceeds. 
Those  poitions  of  tbe  States  of  Alabama  and  Mis- 
sissippi nonb  of  the  thiny-first  degree  of  north 
latiinde,  the  Sutes  of  Indiana,  Ohio,  Illiaois,  and 
Michigan,  and  the  Taiiitory  of  Wii-konsan,  ea- 
brace  tbe  country,  and,  trom  a  calcnlatioa  made 
at  the  land  odee,  which  he  held  in  his  haiKl,  the 
whole  number  of  acres,  within  those  districts  of 
cenntry,  were,  33^773,379 

From  this  quantity,   the  number  of 
acres  reserved  in  the  deeds  of  ces- 
sion, were  .       (•^  r>.r\t  '.*".*«* 
,      .     ,    gitized  bv-VjOVj*' 
Leavia;ihei«eiivn)b«rof^OKsactt)>  3 
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ally  ceded,  ineladiog  the  cession  of 

OeofKik  •  •  •       934,546.974 

Oat  uf  these  lands  Congress  has  made  ' 

certain  specific  grants,  viz: 
For  military  boontjr  hinds, 

(acres)  4,966,615 
For  achoote,  roads,  canals, 

Ac  -  -  -        8,673,978 

And  there  was  reserved  in 

Indian  treaties,  to  be  soM 

for  the  exclusive  benefit 

of  Indians,   •  -       6,830,051 

And  certain  private  claims 

npon  the  lands  northwrst 

of  the  Ohio,  existing  pre- 

Tionsto  the  eessioBs,  have 

been  since  allowed,  and 

have  taken,  -           •       2  310  265 
^'  —   22  080,209 


Tbns  leaving  the  nnmber  of  acres  for 

sale,  and  to  prodoee  mon<-y  to  the 

TreBEnry,  oot  of  the  whole  cessions,  209,466,763 

Of  this  qnawiiy  of  the  cf  ded  lands,'the 

Indian  title  still  remains  not  jet  ez- 

tingnished,  or,  in  other  words,  the 

United  Slates  have  not  purchased, 

the  following  parcels,  viu 

I*  dw  Siata  of  Ohio,  (acres)  107816 

Do.         Indiana,  504.860 

Do.         Michigan,     8.932,440 

In  Ihe'Eer'y  of  Wiskonsaa,  17,377,675 

26.928,731 


"But  leaves  the  number  of  acres  (.wn- 
ed  by  the  United  Slates,  by  clear  ii< 
tie,  and  which  coold  have  beea  and 
lb* sold  fur  the  benrOt  uf  the 


common  Treasury, 


-  175,544.034 


Out  of  this  number  of  acres,  ihe  Uni- 
ted Siatea  had,  on  the  30tb  of  Sep- 
tember, 1839,  B<^d,  and  received 
pay  for,     .  -  .  .'  69,678  915 


Leaving,  of  the  ceded  lanl',  snseepti-  - 
hie  oi  sale,  on  the  1st  October,  1839, 
this  number  of  acres,  thoogh  por- 
tioBs  had  not  been  surveyed  and 
made  "tabjeet  to  salr,"  •  105,865.119 

lliese  lands  are  (itnate  in  the  follow- 

isg  Stales  and  Territories,  viz: 
In  the  State  of  Ohio,  (acres)  1,801,394 
Do.  ladiana,  4  984,354 
Do.  Illinois,  19,436  870 
Do.  Michigan,  20  993,493 
Do.  Alabama,  19,940,585 
Do.  Missiv-^ippi,  11,549,003 

.  In  the  Ter'y  of  Wiskonaan,  97,154,490 

105,865  119 


These  slatemenis,  as  will  be  seen,  exclude  the 
remnants  of  the  cecfed  land  brlrngioa  to  the  United 
Slates  in  the  State  of  TcDBe^see.  The  reasons  for 
Ikai  ezdnsion  have  been  before  given,  and  the  sin- 
pie  fact  only  reqaires  mcinion  here.  It  will  be 
aeea  from  this  above  (able  that  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  these  lands  are  in  Sta'ei  extensively  settK-d; 
and.  whether,  from  the  fact  of  those  settlements,  and 
thfc  improvements  ccaseqoent  upon  ihem,  ihe  lands 
•le  worth  more  than  the  average  of  the  public 
lands,  or  whether  they  are,  from  this  same  fact  of 
exteasiveseitlaments,  colled  anJ  inferior  Undp,  he 
bad  no  means  of  determining.  The  term  of  yeans 
for  which  mitay  of  these  lands  have  rvmaiacd  in 
the  market,  aitd  sabiect  to  sale  at  %l  2S  per  acre, 
to  any  puehaser  wbo  should  chose  to  entT  them, 
is  certainly  not  favorable  evidence  either  as  to  their 
qoality  or  location,  or  both. 

Snch,  however,  is  the  extent  and  prewnt  condi- 
tion of  this  ceded  territory,  and  socb  the  fand  fiom 
wkiefa  any  diairibatioo,  rested  upon  the  deeds  of 
eeseion,  must  be  made,  and  not  fVom  that  great 
publie^omain  of  ihe  Union,  the  mast  of  which  bas 
been  acquired,  not  from  the  .  States,  hot  by 
paichases  from  foreign  Governments,  by  -  ihe 
powers  of  the  Union,  and  with  the  "property,"  |A« 
nMH^,  of  the  Union. 

Tins  weold  hiing  him  to  a,  further  position, 
fMttaji^lfisniiuljWD*  ii^  ia»teii*l  to  tbe  pre^ 


sent  discussion.  The  assumption  was  that  on  c^ui. 
<y,  on  the  part  of  the  Statts,  to  the  distribution  pro- 
posed, d.d  actually  exist,  from  whatever  source 
that  equity  was  derived,  and  upon  whatever  foun- 
dation it  Blight  re^t.  S^ill  the  equity  set  up  and 
contecded  for  was  merely  to  the  tult  prcceeds  from 
the  tales  of  the  public  lands,  and  it  became,  ihue- 
fore,  material  lo  determine  what  was  "neti  pro- 
ceeds" from  those  fales,  in  an  e9ui(a6Ie  tense,  be- 
tween the  common  Treasury  and  the  several  States; 
inasmuch  as  the  pioposiiiun  wac  advocated  by  its 
friends,  as  be  had  befiire  shown,  upon  rquilable 
and  not  legal  grounds.  What  expenses,  then, 
should  be  deducted  from  the  gross  proceeds  to  de- 
termine the  cqaifable  nett  amount  for  distributionl 
He  would  name  the  heads  of  those  expenditores, 
which  he  thought  such  a  role  would  deduc,  and 
he  would  leave  it  to  those  wbo  Khoold  follow  him 
in  ihe  discussion  to  point  out  his  errors,  if  any, 
upon  either  side.  That  he  should  not  inclode  any 
head  of  expendiiure  which  ought  lo  be  excluded, 
he  fell  sure  but  ttial  he  should  omit  some  which 
ought  to  be  included,  his  very  impecfeci  acquaint- 
ance with  the  subject  renderei  more  than  proba- 
ble. The  following,  however,  were  the  heads  of 
expenditure  which  he  would  present: 

1.  The  purchase  money  for  lands  paid  lo  the 
Indiana  in  hand. 

2.  The  annuities  Etipu'a'ed  by  treaty  to  be  paid 
to  the  Indians  in  lien  of  parehase  money. 

3.  The  expenses  of  hdlding- Indian  treaties  for 
the  purchase  of  lands. 

4  All  payments  stipulated  to  be  made  to  In- 
dians, by  the  t:ea<ies  with  thtm,  for  buildings, 
schools,  mechanicb'  tools,  mill?,  ioiplemcnls  of  fans- 
bandiy,  and  the  like;  all  these  being  payments  in 
lien  of  purchase  money. 

5.  All  expenses  of  the  removal  of  the  Indians 
from  the  lands,  and  of  their  snbsi»teoee  en  the  way 
snd  at  their  new  homts,  when  made  from  the  Trea- 
sury  of  the  United  States. 

6.  AU  expenses  of  the  survey  of  the  lands  for 
sale. 

7  All  expenses  of  the  Surveyor  GeBrral<s  ofllces; 

8.  All  expenses  of  the  local  land  offlers,  which 
are  not  paid  in  eommistions  upon  the.  money  re> 
ceivcd. 

9.  All  expenses  of  suits  to  establish  the  title  to 
the  land'iiftr  to  maintain  ii,  and  to  protect  the  lands 
from  ir'ispasre^ 

10.  All  expenses  of  the  General  Lind  Office  at 
Washington;  and  of  the  offices  to  preserve  the  re- 
cords of  titles  el^wheres. 

11.  The  five  per  cent,  commi-sions  reserved  to 
the  new  Slates,  by  the  terms  of  ihtir  admission  into 
the  Union. 

AU  the  ezpeodiiurcs,  under  all  these  heads,  have 
been  incurred,  and  most  have  been  iocurred,  to 
enable  the  United  Staes  to  perfect,  prC'eive,  and 
maintaru,  the  litles  lo  the  landj,  to  protect  the  lands 
from  i»aste,  and  to  make  sale  of  U  edi,  and  thus 
execute  the  alleged  tausi  of  paying  the  debt  of  the 
RevolmiOB  from  their  avails.  "Nett  proceed-:," 
therefore,  could  not  be  looked  for  until  these  ex- 
penses were  paid  beyond  the  assnuied  trust. 

It  was  proper  here  to  say,  that  most  of  the  land. 
bills  heretofore  introduced,  and  which  had  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  Congres*  at  former  sessions, 
either  did  not  prescribe  any  rule  to  determine  what 
should  be  considered  nett  prcoeeUs,  or  prescribed  a 
rul«  erroneous  in  principle,  and  unjust  to.  the  Na- 
tional Treasury.  He  believed  there  hail  been  six 
of  these  bills  piesented  to,  and  considered  by,  this 
body;  and  the  fir»i  four  provided  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  "uett  procrtds"  of  the  sales  of  ihe  lands, 
without  declaring  what  shooed  be  considered  such, 
or  laying  down  any  rule  by  which  that  should  be 
determined.  The  two  la&t  declared  that  the  expen- 
diiuies  under  the  following  head«  should  be  deduct- 
ed fiom  the  gross  prov-crds,  and  what  remained 
should  be  held  to  be  nett  proceeds,  viz: 

1.  The  salaries  and  expenses  on  areount  of  the 
General  Land  Office.  i 

2.  The  expentes  of  surveying  the  public  lands'. 

3.  The  salaries  and  expenses  of  the  Surveyor 
General^  t  ffices. 

4.  The  salaries,  commirsiona,  etc  of  the  regis- 
ters and  receivers  of  the  local  land  officrs, 

i.  The  fire  ^r  cent,  upon  tb«  atsooDl  of  s^tlet , 


reserved  by  the  terms  of  their  admi'^sion  into  tb* 
Union,  to  the  States  in  which  the  lands  are  situatel 

The  deductions  here  provided  for,  it  cannot  £ai 
to  be  seen,  are  merely  such  as  are  indispensable  to 
ktep  the  system  of  sales  in  operation,  fnd  do  not 
make  any  allowances  for  the  expense  of  acquiring 
the  Indian  title,  of  defending  that  title,  and  clear- 
ing it  from  the  Indian  possessions,  and  other  inenm- 
brances— expenses  as  necessary  to  bring  the  lands 
intj  the  market  for  sale,  as  those  of  die  land  sys- 
tem itself.  Such  n  rule  of  nett  proceeds  was 
to  charge  upon  the  eottimon  Treasury,  and  the  re- 
venoes  of  the  country  derived  from  other  sources, 
the  eo^t  of  the  land<  and  of  acquiring  their  posses- 
sioi^  ana  to  divide  their  avails  amang  Ihe  Siates 
discharged  from  that  cost- 

This  brought  him  to  another  and  most  important 
position  in  this  discusition.  It  was  thai,  upon  the 
fair  rule  of  calcn'ating  Ihe  nett  proceeds  of  the 
lands  which  he  had  laid  down,  there  never  had  yet 
been  any  not  prtetei$,  either  for  application  to' 
the  debt  of  the  Revolution,  or  for  distribution, 
whether  the  whole  public  domain,  or  the  lands 
ceded  by  the  States  only,  were  taken  into  the  ac- 
count. This  proposition  might  be  startling  to  seme 
members  of  the  body,  as  it  wonMno  doubt  be  to  a 
very  large  proportion  of  their  common  constita- 
enlfl,  and- yet  he  had  taken  the  utmost  pains  to  learn 
the  truth  ifrom  the  proper  offices,  and  he  held  in  his 
hand  the  official  atatemeats  to  verify  this  posi- 
tion. He  had  procured  the  data  fhim  which  be 
spoke  during  the  latt  session  of  Congress,  and  the 
aeconnis  were  iM'otight  up  to  the  30th  of  Sepiem. 
ber,  1839,  but  nothing  had  transpired,  since  that 
line,  whirh  could  materially  vary  the  result*  then 
exhibited.  The  facts  were  taken  from  the  records 
in  the  archives  of  the  country,  and  must,  if  any 
thing  could,  lay  the  foundation  for  correct  and  saAt 
conclusions. 

He  would  first  state  the  account  with  the  whole 
public  domain,  as  tSese  records  presented  it.  He 
would  not  detail  items,  as  that  would  be  tedioo* 
and  anprofitable,  but  the  statement  before  hiia 
showed  that  the  cost  to  the  United  States  of  Loaisi- 
aaa,  as  purchased  Arom  F^nea,  and  Florida,  as 
ptuebased  from  Spate,  the  payments  to  and  for  the 
State  of  Georgia  in  conformity  with  lb*  terms  of 
the  cession,  the  expenses  of  the  General  Land  0^ 
fiee,  af  the  local  land  offices,  including  salaries, 
commissions,  and  the  like,  the  expenses  of  sorvejs. 
Including  those  of  the  Surveyor. Geaeral's  Offices, 
and  the  five  per  cent,  open  the  amount  of  sales  to 
the  new  Sta'es,  had  together,  up  to  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1839,  amounted  to  -  |49,08 1, 1 79  20. 
A  similar  statementfrom  the  Indian 

Office,  made  upon  the  pindple 

of  estimating  perpetual  annui- 
ties at  a  capital  which,  invested 

at  five  per  cent,  would  produce 

the  ananity,  annuities  for  terms 

of  years  at  their  actual  amount, 

and  life  annaities  a<  annuities 

for  twenty-one  years,  and   all 

other    amonats     as     actually 

paid,    or   stipulated    by    trear 

ties   to  be  paid  and  yet  due, 

showed  that  the  amonats  actu-' 

ally  paid  and  liabilities  incurred 

by  the  United  States  for  the  ex- 

tiBf;uisbment  of  Indian  title  to    ' 

d.fierrnt  portions  of  the  public 

Jands,  and  for  the  removal  of  the 

Indians  therefrom,  op  to  the  30ih 

Sept  mber,  1839,  were  •  •    85974.053  84 

Making  the  whole  aeinal  cost  of 
the  public  domain,  to  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  nation,  np  to  the 


date  named  • 
A.  statement  from  Ihe  General 
Land  office  shows  that  the  gross 
receipts  of  money  from  the  sale 
of  land»,  up  lo  the  same  date, 


1135,055,225  04 


was  bnt 


-  116,198,179  15 


Thus  leaving  a  balaoce  araiast  the       T 
lands,  and  in  favor  of  the  Trea-    H  ^ 
sury,  upon  a  simple  comparisoR,    3 

biptwew  Kie  •zpciiKi  for  t|^ir 
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accoont  and  tbe  receipts  from 

tbem,  of  -  -  -  118,857.045  89 

This  is  tbe  lesalt  of  ihe  statement  of  tbe  accoont 
wiih  the  whole  public  .domain.  A  statement  ap- 
plicable to  tbe  lands  ceded  by  tbe  Slates  simply, 
maldDs  ibe  number  of  acres  of  land  sorreyed  and 
sold,  and  tbe  amoant  of  pnrcbase  money  recelvtd, 
tbe  rule  of  proportion  of  cbarge  as  to  the  items  to 
be  divided,  sndi  as  the  expenses  of  Ihe  Qeneral 
Land  Office,  and  tbe  ',  like,  and  preserving  tbe 
principles  of  the  former  statement  as  toanaaiites, 
presents  the  following  resalt. 

Payments  to  and  for  the  State  of  Georgia,  the 
five  per  cent,  to  tbe  new  Slates,  all  ihe  eipenses 
of  the  local  land  offines,  and  the  proportion  of  ibe 
expense  of  the  Gkneral  Iiand  Office,  of  snrveys, 
and  tbe  like,  applicable  to  the  ceded  lands,  tip  to 
tbe  30ih  of  September,  1839,  had  amonnied  to 

#16,416,589  11 
The  proportion  applicable  to  these 

lands,  of  the  expenses  of  exiin- 

guisbment  of  the  Indian  title, 

inclading    the    annuities    and 

other  liabilities  yet  unpaid,  as 

nearly  as  it  is  possible  to  ascer> 

lain  the  proportion  from    the 

treaties  and  appropiiations,  is      83,476,888  84 


Thas  showing  tke  actual  cost  to 

the  Treasary  of  the  seded  lands, 

op  to  tbe  30ih  of  September, 

1839,  to  be       •  •  -#99,893,37195 

A  statement  from  tbe  General  Land 

Offioe  shows  that  the  whole  gross 

receipts  from  the  sales  of  tbe 

ceded  lands,  np  to  tbe  date  men- 
tioned, have  been    -  -       #98,786,965  56 


This  leares  a  balance  in  favor  of 
the  Tieasury,  and  against  the 
ceded  lands  alone   considered, 
and  simply  comparing  the  ex- 
penses for  iheii  aeeoant  with 
the  receipts   fjrom  their  sales, 
«p  to  the  datenanled,  of       -       #1,107,906  39 
Th«re  might  be  slight  errors  in  these  calcala- 
tions,  bat  it  would  be  perfectly  apparent  to  any  one 
who  wonld  make  himself  aeqnaiotrd  with  ihe  sub- 
ject, that  if  Ihe  resalis  varied  from  Ihe  exact  troth, 
that  variation  woaid  be  fonnd  to  be  in  f^vor  of 
and  not  agaiast  tlie'  lands,  in  either  statement    No 
items  01  expendilare  bad  been  incladed  which  bad 
nut  been  incatred,  while  it  was  scarcely  possible 
that  some  should  not  have  been  overlooked,  which 
should  janly  have  been  embraced.    It  sbonld  also 
be  remarked  here,  that  nothing  is  iuclnded  in  either 
of  these  ftuiemenls  tb  cover  the  expenses  of  the 
various  Indian  wars  which  have  grown  oat  of  the 
'  treaties  ror  tbe  purchase  of  lands,  and  the  execu- 
tipn  of  them  by  the  removal  of  the  Indians  troa 
the  hads  sold. 

There  have  been,  then,  no  nett  proceeds  from 
the  sales  of  tbe  poblic  lands  even  to  apply  towards 
the  extinguishment  of  that  Revolutionary  debt 
which  tbe  cessions  of  the  States  are  raid  to  have 
been  made  to  exiiognish,  and  much  less  to  disiri- 
bnte  to  tbe  Slates  over  and  above  that  debt.  So 
far,  therefore,  ihe  iqidtut  are  palpably  in  favor  of 
tbe  National  Treasary  instead  of  the  eedinf,  or 
any  oiber  Slates,  and  it  would  seem  to  be  in  lime 
to  talk  about  the  indebtedness  of  this  Oovemment 
to  the  Slates,  by  reason  of  the  lands,  when  its 
Treasury  shall  have  been  rtimbnrsed,  the  money 
paid,  and  liabilities  incurred,  on  their  account. 

To  men  an  allegation  often  made,  and  which 
had  been  repealed  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  ibal 
injns'ice  bad  been  done  to  the  States,  and  they  bad 
b«en  made  lo  tufler  in  their  pecuniary  interests, 
by  iherAlasal  ut  the  laie  President  to  si^n  the  bill 
which  passed  both  Houses  of  CoBgress  dnring 
his  admiaisiration,  providing  for  a  temporary  dis- 
tribution of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  Slates,  be  would  lay  down  another  po- 
sition, which  the  facu  would  snsiain.  It  was  that 
the  States  received  from  tbe  United  S'Bles  more 
money,  under  the  deposite  act  of  1836,  than  ihey 
would  have  received  under  either  of  IIm  six  land 
bills  which  had  been  inirodnoed  into  that  body,  by 
an  honorable  Senator  fma  Veaiaeky,  [Mr.  Cur] 


if  either  of  thow  bills  had  been  pasted  and  become 
laws,  and  especially  the  one  which  did  pass  the 
two  Houses,  and  failed  for  the  want  of  ibe  signa- 
ture of  ihe  President. 

The  first  lour  of  these  bills,  including  that  one 
which  passed  the  two  Honsec,  proposed  to  make 
tbe  distribution  for  a  period  of  five  years,  com- 
mencing with  1833,  and  ending  with  1837,  and 
simply  directed  that  "the  neti  proceeds"  should  be 
distributed  in  a  certain  manner,  wiihout  prewrib- 
ing  any  rule  by  which  nett  proceeds  should  be  de- 
termined.   As,  therefore,  the  rule  he  had  laid  down 
was  manifestly  the  fair  and  just  one,  he  should 
make  the  comparison  baaed  upon  that  tale.   Before 
proceeding  to  do  that,  however,  it  wa«  due  to  the 
subject  to  remark,  that  the  period  selecied  by  iht 
honorable  Senator  fur  the  operation  of  these  bills, 
turned  out  to  be  far  the  most  fortunate  for  his  plan 
<tf  distribution,  and  fur  this  comparison  in  ibat  as- 
peci,  which  could  have  been  selected  since  the  com- 
mencement of  tbe  land  syst>  m.    It  was  a  fact  that 
the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  the  lands,  dur- 
ing tbe  five  years  named,  were  mure  than  half  of 
the  whole  amonnt  of  those  receipts  from  the  first 
land  sales  in  1794,  to  the  close  9f  the  year  1819,  a 
period  of  forty-five  jears.     It  had  already  been 
ahown,in  another  place,  that  the  entire  receipts  of 
money  from  the  whole  public  domain,  np  to  the 
3Dth  Sepiember  1839,  were        -  #116,198,179  15 
Daring  the  five  years  commencing 
with  the   1st  of  January,  1833, 
and  ending  with  the  3l8i  of  De- 
cember,   1837,   those    receipla 
were: 
Forihe  year  1833,   #4,979,984  84 
"         1834,     6,099.981  04 
«         1835,    15,993,804  II 
•«         1836,   95.167,833  06 
"         1837,     7,007,593  04 

#59,947,496  09 


Thu  leaving  die  gross  receipts  of 
of  tbe  remaing  forty  years  to 
amount  but  to  the  sum  «f        •  #56.950,753  06 

Being  less  than  tbe  amount  re- 
ceived in  tbe  five  years  covered 
by  these  first  four  land  bills,  by 
the  sum  of       •  •  -   #9,996,673  03 

If,  then,  the  sum  received  by  Ibe  Slates  under  (he 
depcslte  law  of  1836,  was  gieater  than  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  the  lands  lor  these  five  years,  it  will  not  be 
pretended  that  any  other  five  yeats  could  have 
bwn,  or  can  now  be  selected,  which  will  produce  a 
more  favorable  result  for  tbe  distribution  interests. 
A  comparison  Irom  the  records  will  e»iablish  tbe 
fallowirg  facts.     The    expenses  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  of  the  local  land  offices,  of  the  Sur- 
veyor General's  offices,  of  surveys,  including  all 
salaries,  commissions,  and  contingent  expenses  of 
commissions  lo  settle  land  cIaio;s,  and  the  five 
per  cent,  lo  Ihe  new  S>ates,  for  the  five  years  from 
1833  to  1837  inclusive,  amonmed  to  #5,368,843  70 
The  amonnt  actually  expended  in 
the   Indian   Department  during 
the  same  five  years,  as  ascertain. 
ed  from  the  appropriations  and 
account',    exclusive    of  Indian 
wars,  and  the  suppression  of  In- 
dian hostilities,  was       -  -  18,743,314  93 
Tbe  value  of  Indian  annnitiea  cre- 
ated, and  stipulated  by  treaties  to 
be  paid,  during  that  five  yeais,  es- 
timating the  annuities  lor  terms 
of  years  at  their  actual  amount, 
those  fur  life  at  twentj' -one  years, 
and  those  which  are  perpetual  *g 
a  capital  which,  invested  at  five 
per  cent,  will  'pioduoe  the  anan- 
liks,  was           ...    5,933,400  00 
The  value  of  the  annuities  resting 
as  a  cbarge  upon  the  lands  at  the 
commencement  of  the  five  year% 
and  which  could  not  produce  ntU 
proceeds  until  those  debts  we  e 
discbaigcd,  was             - .         -    6,676,675  00 
Tbe  amonnt  ot  tbe  money  paid  to 
the  Slates  wider  the  deponte  act 
ofl83%waa     .                     -98,101,644  97 


These  sums  logeiher,  make  a  to- 
tal of     -  -  -  -  64,89^,878  60 

Tbe  gross  receipts  from  the  lands 
for  Ihe  five  jears,  as  has  been 
shown,  amoamed  to       --        -59,347,496  09 

Thus  showing  a  deficietcy  in  ihe  re- 
ceipts to  meet  the  payments  for 
account  of  the  lands  for  the  pe- 
riod, lo  discharge  tbe  liabilities 
contracted  for  and  resting  upon 
the  lands,  ani  to  make  the  pay- 
ments to  the  Slates,  which  weie 
actually  made  under  the  deposite 
act,  of  ihe  sum  of  .  •  #5,575,459  51 

These  charges  and  paymenis,  for  the  &v«  years, 
may  seear  Ikrie,  and  they  are  so;  but  it  must  aot 
be  forgotten  that,  while  we  sold  lands  rapidly  dar- 
ing ihat  infiaied  and  speculating  period,  we  abh 
purchased  rapidly  from  the  Indians;  and  an  ex- 
aminaiion  of  the  transaciions  of  the  Goveraaew 
will  ibow  that  more  Indian  title  was  exUngoiahed, 
and  a  gieaier  number  of  Indians  were  removed 
wtst  of  the  Mississippi,  during  the  period  ia  que*, 
tion,  iban  in  any  other  period  of  equal  length,  if 
not  mors  than  ever  previoualy.  Itmay  besappoeed 
that  the  fouiih  item  in  the  statcmeat,  that  for  the 
annuities  existing  previously  to  the  comoieoeeaeat 
of  the  five  years,  is  impropeily  charged  ia  the  ae> 
count.  It  is  not  easy  to  ree  bow  the  lands  oould 
be  said,  with  truth,  to  produce  nett  proeseds  Cor 
distribution,  while  debts  legally  and  equiiah^ 
chargeable  upon  them,  debts  contracted  for  tkev 
pure^ase,  remained  unpa  d;  but  if  this  item  ha 
mistaken,  another  of  a  leas  amount,  the  aaooal 
current  annuities  for  the  five  years,  ahouU  tuqaes. 
tionably  be  substituted.  They  would  make  aa 
amount  <f  #1,663  918  75  for  the  period  ia  qtMa* 
lion,  and  such  a  change  in  the  staiemeat  wooid 
Still  leave  a  deficiency  ia  the  fund  to  iMet  the  pay- 
ments of  #568,696  96.  In  any  shape,  dwrefore, 
in  which  the  comparison  can  be  made,  the  sum 
paid  to  the  States  was  more  than  the  aett  prooeecb 
of  the  land)  would  have  given  ihem  for  Ihe  period 
which  has  been  examined. 

Tbe  later  land  bills  propoeed  to  make  tbe  dislri- 
bntion  for  the  five  years  oommeneiog  with  1837 
and  ending  with  1841,andalihonghiheypreKriVed 
a  rule,  and,  as  he  thought,  one  meet  erroneoos  aad 
unjust  to  the  Treasury,  for  determiniDf  what 
should  be  considered  neu  proceeds,  yet  nnder  those 
bills  and  that  rule  the  Slates  could  not  have  re- 
ceived any  thing  like  ihe  sam  which  has  been  paU 
to  them  nader  the  deposite  act  Indeed  it  does  not 
■ow  seem  likely  that  the  whole  grosa  proaeeds  it 
the  Fales  for  these  five  years  will  reach  the  amoaat 
so  paid  over  to  the  States.  It  was  not  his  inteniMK 
to  enter  into  any  discussion  aow  as  to  the  ehaiae* 
ler  of  those  payments  and  whether  they  were  to  be 
viewed  in  the  light  of  depesites  or  dia'ributioBt. 
When  the  bill  was  on  its  passage,  which  aMhodnd 
the  peyments  to  be  made,  he  attempted  to  afeinr 
that  they  would  be  disttibuiions  in  effect,  if  ikey 
were  not  ia  form,  and  he  believed  all  would  mow 
admit  that  soeh  was  likely  to  be  the  resalt 
.  A  single  remark  further  under  this  bead,  aad  ha 
would  indulge  what  seemed  to  be  the  wish  tt  Iha 
Senate,  by  yielding  to  a  motion  to  adjourn.  It 
should  net  escape  attention  that,  ip  all  theea  anta- 
meais  and  comparieens,  nothing  has  been  iataa 
Crom  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  to  be  applied  lo  Iba 
d^  of  the  BevolutioB,  to  the  paymeat  of  which  it 
is  said  they  were  pledged  bj  the  States;  aolhiflg  w 
pay  the  Revolutionary  pensions,  in  equity  certainly 
a  part  of  tbe  Revolutionary  debt,  aad  for  sereral 
years  last  past  amounting  to  some  three  mtlKoat 
per  annum;  nothing  to  pay  the  expeaeee  of  ladtoa 
wars  proeeeuted  for  the  recovery  and  proieetiaa  of 
Ihese  lands,  and  two  of  which,  within  the  five 
years  from  1833  to  1837  inelosive,  took  from  te 
National  Treasury  probably  not  less  than  twea^ 
millions  of  dollars. 
Here  (he  Senate  adjourned. 
Tbvisbit,  Janeary  98.— Mr.  WrnoBT  said,  if  ha 
had  succeed  ia  making  himself  nndemood  ycalar. 
day,  it  wonld  be  recolleisted  that  be  sought  to  eola. 
llsh  the  general  positiwi  that  the  propoeitioa  now  be- 
fore the  Senate,  to  ^stribnte  the  proeeeds  of  iba 
pubUo  lands  to  the  States,  was,  in  priBeiple,4diaii- 
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oal  with  a  proposition  to  distribnte  any  other  equal 
portion  of  the  reventre,  derirsd  ftom  easterns,  or 
from  any  other  sonrce,  or  an  equal  porion  of  the 
proceeds  of  any  other  property  of  ihs  United  States. 
Bit  eou'se  of  argament  i^as, 

Flfsi.  That  the  power  g'vea  by  the  Constitotion 
to  OoDgres!!,  over  the  lands  or  ''territory"  and 
over  all  "orher' property  belon|in(;' to  the  United 
States,"  was  identical. 

Second  That  the  deeds  nf  cession  from  the 
States  contained  no  provisions  laying  a  founda'ion 
for  '^claims"  npjn  ibe  lands,  or  their  proceeds,  in 
Ikror  of  the  ceding  States  themselves,  much  less  in 
favor  of  the  other  Sia'es,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
second  clause  of  the  third  section  and  fuarib  article 
of  the  Constitotion. 

Third.  That  any  sUch  "claims,"  if  existing  by 
legal  inference  and  consequence  from  the  cessions, 
and  whether''of  a  legal  or  eqaitable  character, 
coald  only  so  exi?t  in  favor  of  the  seven  ceding 
States,  and  not  in  favor  of  all  the  States,  to  which  this 
proposition  proposed  to  distribnie  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands. 

Ponrtb.  That  nosneh  "claims"  flowing  ttom  ihs 
ecssioBS,  either  by  express  provi:«ion,  or  by  legal 
inference  and  eonsequenee,  can  attach  to  any  other 
than  the  ceded  lands  and  their  proceeds,  while  the 
pivposition  under  discasslon  is  to  distribnie  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  whole  poblic  land!<,  including  as  welt 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  acquired  by  pai- 
cbase  as  of  (hose  ceded  by  the  States. 

Filth.  That  if,  as  is  insisted  by  some,  (here  be 
eqtiitable  "claims'*  in  favor  of  the  States  to  the  nett 
proceeds  of  the  public  land:<,  after  the  payment  of 
the  debt  of  the  Revolution,  no  such  claims  can  yet 
exist,  because  that  d<bt  is  not  paid,  and  cannot  he, 
while  the  Revolutionary  prnsins  remain  a  charge 
vpon  the  Treasury;  because  no  part  of  ibe  pio- 
ceedsof  the  lanis  have  yet  b^en  applied  towards 
the  payment  of  the  Revolutionary  or  any  other 
debt,  except  the  expenses  incurred  for  aticonnt  of 
'  the  lands  thenuetves;  and  bccans*,  whether  the  ac- 
count  be  stated  with  the  whole  pablic  domain,  or 
with  the  ceded  I'.nds  only,  the  whole  proceeds  have 
aoi  yet  tqaalled  those  expenses. 

Sixth.  That  the  sam  paid  to  the  Stales  under  &e 
deposite  act  of  1836  is  greater  than  any  sum  they 
eonld  have  received  under  any  of  the  former  land 
b01s,if  either  of  those  bills  bad  passed  and  become 
a  law,  and  consequently  any  equity  in  favor  of  the 
States  thus  attempted  to  be  establishecl,  had  been 
cancelled  by  payment  in  money. 

Se  would  now  pass  to  another  view  of  the  sub- 
subject.  Much  had  been  said,  in  times  gone  by,  of 
the  severity,  the  injustice,  the  crtielty,  of  our  Indian 
policy — of  our  driving  "the  poor  Indian"  from  his 
home,  and  the  graves  nf  his  fahers,  withont  a  just 
compensation  for  his  land-t  or  a  suitable  provi^oo 
for  himself.  At  one  period  during  the  late  Admi- 
aiftratiOn,  complaints  of  this  character  took  a  po- 
Citeal  and  partisan  direction,  and  the  venerable  pa- 
triot then  at  the  bead  of  the  Oovernment,  with  the 
friends  who  supported  him,  were  charged  with  cru. 
eliy  and  extortion  towards  these  ignorant  and  vn- 
ptoteeted  natives.  The  treaties  malting  for  their 
lands  were  broadly  and  londl]  censured  as  oppre*. 
sive  and  unjust,  as  securing  no  adequate  return  to 
th«.red  man  for  the  Value  of  his  properly  wrenched 
from  him;  and  his  removal  from  the  lands,  in  con- 
formity with  his  trea'y  stipulations,  was  chiraote- 
rized  as  nothing  short  of  a  violent  exercise  of  arbi- 
trary power— an  expulsion  by  force  from  bis  native 
hearth  and  bis  native  homi*. 

Perliaps  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  partial 
Justice  of  these  complaints,  the  then  Pre^ddent,  Ge- 
neral Jackson,  directed  a  change  of  the  policy  as  to 
the  purchases  of  land,  and  a  treaty  was  entered  in- 
to with  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians,  covering 
their  whole  extensive  country  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, in  tha  month'  of  May,  1834,  npon  the  new 
terms  propi'sed.  These  terms,  were,  in  brief,  that 
the  United  Slates  should  become  the  trustee  of  the 
Indians,  without  compensation,  for  the  survey  and 
rale  of  the  land|  and  the  removal  of  the  tribe 
to  their  new  homes  in  the  West,  and 
Aonld  iaeeoant  for  and  pay  over  to  them 
the  whole  proceeds,  merely  deducting  the  actual  ex- 
penses of  the  execution  of  the  trust;  bat  reserviDg 
^  etmaiMioM  or  other  oompnuttion  for  lh«  stt' 


'  perintendence  and  responsibiliiy,  "nils  new  peli* 
ey  met  the  approbation  of  this  body,  as  the  treaty 
was  ratified  here,  by  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  necersarily,  and  thus  became  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land,  as  between  the  United 
States  and  these  Indian<-,  and  as  between  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  Stales  an  j  any  proceeds  from 
the  Chickasaw  lands.  He  well  recollected  that,  at 
the  time,  this  treaty  was  freely  and  universally 
kpokea  of  as  the  commencement  of  a  new  and 
more  just  policy  in  our  dealings  with  the  Indians, 
and  the  subject  impressed  iiaelf  more  strongly  up- 
on his  mind,  because  it  was  substantially  the  policy 
which  his  ewn  State  bad  pursned  in  the  purchase 
of  the  Indian  lands  within  her  limits,  and  subject 
to  her  pre-emptive  right,  ever  since  he  had  bad  any 
knowledge  of  her  Indian  relations. 

His  present  impression  was,  that  this  treaty  with 
the  Chiekasaws  was  among  the  la^t  whirh  had  been 
madt  between  this  Government  and  the  Indians, 
covering  any  large  extent  of  lands.  Was  this 
new,  more  liberal,  more  just,  more  bumane  policy 
to  prevail  hereaftei7  Who  would  rise  in  bis  place 
here,  and  say  it  was  noti  Who  would  contend 
that,  for  the  !ake  of  bringing  money  into  the  Trea- 
sury for  d'Stributioa  to  the  independent  Stales  of 
this  Union,  speculations  were  again  to  be  attempted 
in  the  purchases  of  Indian  landst  If  no  one,  then 
the  qnestion  of  proceeds  f  r  such  distribution,  be- 
yond the  uosol<l  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has 
been  already  eitinsuii^hed,  is  at  rest  forever. 

Tbe  extent  of  the  interest  in  the  unsold  lands  to 
which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  he 
was  unable  f)  state,  as  he  bad  not  possessed  him' 
self  of  the  fact'<  npon  that  point,  except  as  lo  the 
ceded  lands.  In  reference  lo  them  be  had  done  so, 
with  great  labor,  and  be  had  reason  to  believe  with 
great  accotaey;  and  a^  some  of  the  leading  features 
of  this  discussion  made  ibe  facts  upon  this  point 
most  important,  he  would  arain  refer  to  the  exact 
figures,  in  another  view  wbi-h  he  was  now  tailed 
upon  10  late  of  this  tguCj  in  favor  of  the  States, 
growing  out  of  the  ccsions.         ' 

Tbe  assumption  and  srcument  is,  thal.the  ces- 
sions were  made  to  pay  the  debt  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, with  a  resnlting  equity,  not  in  favor  of  the 
ceding  Siates,  but  of  all  the  States  of  the  Union 
at  any  period,  not  expressed  upon  the  face  of  the 
deeds  of  cession,  but  following  as  an  sqoiiable  con- 
sequence from  all  the  tiansaciions  connected  with 
and  relating  to  tbe  cessions.  This  position  and  ar- 
gument pre-sopposes  that  the  payment  of  the  debt 
was  the  first  condition  of  the  trn>t,  and  that  the  re- 
mainder over  to  the  Slates  wat  ihe  residue  of  the 
fund  after  the  pa>  ment  of  that  debt  out  of  it.  Tbe 
eqaity  rontended  for,  therefore,  must  be  to  that  re- 
sidue of  the  com'non  fund  eonstituled  by  the  ceded 
lands,  for  it  would  be  trifling  to  say  that  Ihe  ces- 
sions were  made  to  the  common  Treasury  to, con- 
stiiote  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  tbe  debt  of  the 
Revotmion,  witif  an  eqaity  over  in  favor  of  the 
Stales,  to  such  remainder  as  might  exist  after  the 
payment  of  tbe  deb*,  and  that  that  eqaity  afaches 
before  one  dollar  has  been  taken  from  >he  fund  to- 
wards the  payment  of  the  debt,  for  the  payment  of 
which  it  was  exclusively  pledged:  in  other 
words,  lo  contend  that  the  entire  pledge,  the  very 
object  and  purp'^se  of  the  cessitra,  has  become 
mereed  in  ihe  mere  equitable  remainder,  and  thai 
that  inci  'en'al  and  inferen  ial  equity  now  swallows 
up  the  whole,  and  mare  than  the  whole,  fund;  the 
entire  proceeds  of  the  whole  public  domain,  over 
and  above  the  nft^rssary  expenses  of  Administra- 
tion. 

Take  then  the  fair  ground  of  the  aigiim«pi,  that 
(ha  equity,  if  it  exist  and  can  be  maintained  at  all, 
is  to  the  remainder  of  the  fund  to  arii.e  from  Ihe 
sales  of  the  ceded  lands,  after  the  payment  out  of  it 
of  tbe  debt  for  which  the  fund  was  constitnied  and 
pledged.  It  had  been  already  seen  that,  of  the 
ceded  lands,  the  Indian  title  remains  yet  unextin- 
guished lo  36  923,731  acres.  If  tbe  policy  adopted 
in  tbe  Chickasaw  treaty  is  to  govern  (he  exiingnish- 
ment  of  the  litis  to  these  landr,  if  ihe  Indiana  are 
to  receive  the  whole  proceeds  as  the  Chickanws 
do,  dedncting  merely  the  setnal  expenses,  ihen  no 
proceeds  are  here  to  be  realized,  either  to  apply  f- 
wards  the  debt,  or  to  strengUien  ih*  rematniag 
cq«i(7  in  Avar  of  die  SitM.   All  lint  r«m£M, 


therefore,  for  both  objects,  is  tbe  quantity  of  the 
ceded  lands  yet  unsold  and  to  which  the  Indian 
title  has  already  been  extinguished.  That  quan- 
tity bad  been  shown  lo  be  105,865,119  acres.  A 
balance  in  favor  of  ihe  common  Treasury,  for  the 
meie  expenses  upon  the  ieded  lands,  ^as  bean 
shown  yet  to  exist  to  the  amount  of  more  then 
eleven  hundred  thousand  dqllars,  which  shonid  be 
first  paid  out  of  thiannsold  remainder  of  the  fund. 
Then  the  fatare  expenses  of  management  and  sal* 
and twi lection  muM  be  deducted  from  the  proceeds'. 
Then  the  debt  of  the  Revolution,  nsually  so  called, 
exifting  at  the  lime  of  the  formation  of  Ihe  constir 
tntional  Gk>vcrnment,  was  more  than  one  hundred 
millions  of  dollars,  and  after  all  these  demands 
shall  be  discharged  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  one  hundred  and  five  million;  of  arres 
of  culled  lands,  what  do  gentlemen  suppose  will 
be  left  for  distribution  to  Uie  Stales  under  this  al- 
leged resulting  eqait>1  Is  there  a  man  who  be* 
lieves  that  the  claims-  specified  can  be  paid  from 
thernUuttiil  of  tbe  fnndl  He  did  not  believe  ihere 
wa.0,  and  yet  he  had  said  nothing  of  the  Revilu- 
tiunary  pensions,  as  a^art  of  the  Revolutionary 
debt,  and  which  were  now  a  larger  sum  annually, 
than  could  be  brought  iato  the  Treasury  in  pro- 
ceeds from  the  sales  of  tbe  ceded  lands  remaii^ing 
unsold.  Admillisg,  therefore,  for  the  sake  of  the 
argnmeni,  tbe  equity  claimed  and  contended  for, 
and  which  is  not  admitted  for  any  other  purpose, 
or  believed  to  be  sustainable  upon  the  facts,  and 
Ihere  does  not  seem  to  foe  any  fund  upon  which  it 
can  act  in  aid  of  the  measure  now  proposed. 

A  siog'e  other  proposition  would  enable  him  to 
ecne  to  tbe  clo.<e  of  tfai<  part  of  bis  argument;  and 
that  was  one  which  had  been  refeired  to  in  his 
opening  rf  marks,  and  which  wonld  ndw  be  fully 
admitted  by  every  friend  of  the.dislribution  policy 
in  the  Srnate.  It  was  that  the  common  Treasury 
couM'  spare  nothing  from  its  present  revenufs, 
those  from  all  'he  public  lands  i*cln4ed,  and  men 
the  nee.°s.sary  expenses  of  the  common  Govern- 
ment, without  an  increased  supply  of  means, 
from  some  other  sonrce  of  -fevenue,  «a  least  equal 
to  the  amonnt  of  money  distributed  -  nuder  the 
name  otnttt  pntudt  oflhe  land  sales. 

It  wasbis  goad  fortune,  after  tlie  tedious  details 
he  bad  beeh  compelled  to  go  throogh,  to  know, 
and  to  be  able  to  say  to  the  Senate,  that  very 
tbrief  references  of  this  character  would  content 
htm  upon  this  point.  He- had  before  said  his 
notes  were  prepared  during  the  last  session  cf  Coti- 
gvess.  His  references,  'thei«''ore,  as  a  necessary 
consequcace,  bad  been  made  lo  the  state  of  t  ic 
Treasury  at  that  time.  The  year  1840  was  then 
bit  lest  of  the  proposition — a  year  when  the  esti- 
mats  of  revenue,  from  the  proper  department  of 
the  Government,  was  less  than  (be  estimate  of  ex- 
penditure b;  one  million  four  hundred  thou»nd 
dollars.  This  expected  deficiency  was  to  be  met, 
for  that  year,  by  (he  unexpended  balance  -  in  (he 
Treasury  on  (he  firs*  day  of  it,  and  by  (he  avails 
of  oertaiu  debts  due  to  the  Treasury  from  the  banks, 
itrowiDg  out  of  the  acenraulations  of  reven'ue  in 
former  years. 

Still  be  had  felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  making  hii 
remarks  now,  to  apply  ihem,  in  (bis  re<pec(,  (o  the 
anticipations  for  1841.  He  found  tbe  estimaios 
from  the  same  Department,  for  the  eurreot  reve- 
nue of  the  pteseat  year,  to  exceed  that  of  the  cur- 
rent expenses  by  ihtee  millions  three  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  dollar.-;  but,  at  the  fame 
lime, '  preseniing  the  two  material  facts  ibnt 
the  collection  upon  the  debts  lo  the  Treasury,  with- 
in the  lastyrar,  htd  very  nearly  consumed  that  ac- 
eamulatiou  of  means  from  the  revenue  of  former 
years,  whieb  was  then  made  a  reliance,  and  that  an 
outstanding  debt,  in  the  shape  of  Treasury  notes, 
issued  for  the  expenses  of  the- last  year,  would  fia'l 
upon  the  Treasury  for  redemption  during  the  pre- 
sent ytar,oversnd  above  the  current  expenses  of  the 
year,  which  would  very  nearly  consume  ih'S  sur- 
plus of  revenue,  and  all  which  could  be  further  re- 
alised from  tbe  debts  agtiast  the  banks,  and  woudl 
onlv  leave  in  Ihe  Trea.«iurv.  on  the  Ut  of  Ja&aary, 
1843,  the  sum  cf  j||834,aT3,  in  case  every  thing 
shall  be  realised  which  is  anticipattd,  and  appro- 
priations of  Congress  shall  not  exceed  by  a  dollai  the 
csiinwiw  of  upchditoni 
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This  8iinple  Matement  will  show  thai,  the  whole 
Und  rfTenue  being  retained  in  the  Treasury,  it  is 
a  matter  of  reasonable  donbt,  whether  ibe  Qto- 
vernment  can  reach  the  close  of  1841  with  a  dollar 
ia  the  Treasory;  or  whether  there  will  then  be  foaad 
aa  empty  Treasury  and  an  existing  debt,  and  this 
too  wiinoat  rrfsreaee  to  the  appropriations  of  Con- 
grsss  beyond  the  Mtimates.  The  teuices  of 
•apply  are  merely  eonjectnral,  and  the  slightest 
disappointment,  in  any  of  the  aalieipated  sonrces, 
'may  change  the  balance.  Then  it  has  been  osnal 
for  Congress  to  exceed  the  estimates  in  its  appre- 
•priations,  by  the  sam  of  one  and  a  half  to  three 
millions  of  dollars,  and  if  that  f  hall  be  the  re'nit  of 
the  action  pf  this  session,  a  deficiency  of  means, 
wlihoni  a  loan,  ceases  to  be  a  qaestion.  In  any 
cTent,  the  facts  before  Congrcf  s  and  the  eonniry, 
anlborizMl  the  inference  he  wished  to  draw,  ibat 
the  Treasury  of  the  nation  eoald  (pare  nothing 
from  its  resonrces  for  disiribaiinn  lo  the  States,  or 
for  any  other  application,  wiiboat  a  coanlerba- 
lacing  supply  of  means  from  some  improved 
source  of  rerenae,  or  from  loans  upon  the  credit  of 
the  country. 

This  brought  him  back  to  the  posflion  he  had, 
from  the  first,  been  laboring  to  establish,  viz:  that 
a  proposition  to  distribute,  to  the  Sta'es  of  the 
Union,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
Unds,  naU  Oi  gram,  in  any  aspeot  in  which  it  can 
be  compared  with  ibe  material  facts,  is  but  a  pro- 
position to  distribute  to  those  States  an  equal 
amount  of  the  general  revenues  of  the  country, 
whether  the  principle  or  practical  efiircls  of  the 
mearnre  be  considered. 

In  rtfetence  to  this  proposition,  established  by 
hex*  and  history,  as  he  beliered  ii  to  be,  be  had 
but  a  very  few  remarks  to  mal'e;  and  as  he  saw  he 
was  exceeding  the  time  to  which  he  bad  limited 
himself  thts  moroing,  he  wonid  hasten  to  his  con- 
clusion. He  would  admit  here,  as  preliminary  to 
what  he  was  about  to  say  in  reference  to  ihis  bread 
principle  upon  which  the  favors  of  this  Gtovem- 
ment  were  to  be  dispensed,  that  an  argument 
foimded  upon  the  possible  abuse  of  a  power  ex- 
pressly granted  by  the  Constitution  was  not  a  jegi- 
timate  coarse  of  argument,  in  the  field  of  discat- 
sioa.  Under  our  system,  whatever  was  granted  lo 
Congress  bad  been  so  granted  by  the  Slates  and  the 
people,  and  whatever  had  not  been  so  granted  was 
,  ex|wenly  reserved  to  the  one  or  the  other.  If,  then, 
this  right  of  the  Sutes  to  the  dislribatioo  proposed, 
or  the  power  of  Congress  lo  iuake  it  wiihout  such 
right,  could  be  found  in  the  Constimtinn,  that 
should  end  his  resistance,  as  matter  of  principle, 
and  place  his  action  upon  the  ground  of  policy 
alone.  Bat  if,  aa  he  anderstood  the  matter,  the 
right  of  the  Stales  to  the  money  was  mere  coniie- 
qneniial,  iofereatial,  eoostruetive,  and  drawn  by 
donbtfat  reasoning  from  the  deeds  of  cession  aiid 
the  circnmstanee*  attending  that  act  en  the  part  of 
the  ceding  States;  and  if  the  powers  ol  Congress  to 
make  the  distribntion  are  also  conseqaeniial,  infer, 
ential,  and  eonsiraetive  from  the  Constitution,  and 
rest  upon  the  unexpressed  and  doubtful  meaning  of 
the  deeds  of  cenion,  and  the  still  more  doubtful 
objects  of  those  cessions,  he  should  contider  an  ar- 
gument, drawn  from  the  possible  and  probable 
abases  of  such  a  power,  perfectly  legitimate  to 
prove  that  it  ought  never  to  have  existed,  and,  if 
not  expressly  granted,  that  it  never  on^iht  to  be 
drawn  into  cxereise  from  the  most  direct  coniinie- 
tion,  much  less  from  one  which  is  forced  to  leave 
ihe  Coastitntion  itself  and  go  lo  other  doubtful 
sources  for  a  resting  place. 

It  should  be  home  in  mind  that  the  position  was 
believed  to  be  eeublished  ibat  ihe  passage  of  the 
proposition  now  under  consideration,  and  making 
Ihe  principle  contained  in  it  a  law  of  Congress, 
woald  be  equivalent  to  an  assertion  of  the  power, 
on  the  part  of  Ccmgresf ,  to  raise  revenne,  by  taxa- 
tion or  otherwise,  and  to  require  property,  whether 
in  lands,  fortifications,  ships,  or  in  any  other  form, 
for  Ihe  purpose  of  disuibut'ng  the  property  itself, 
or  the  proceeds  of  its  sale,  to  the  States,  in  the  man- 
ner now  propased. 

iB-examining  the  aonseqmmoee  of  the  exercise  of 
TOoh  a  fearful  power,  it  will  be  necessary  lo  mark 
(be  maaner  of  exceutioii,  as  apon  that  may  depend 
fheforaorjs^urjraad  desinotion  to  oar  iastita 


h<in>'.  In  any  drm  ihe  consequences  may  not  be 
le.-s  fatal,  while  <h.-  propelling  power  may  be,  in 
any  one  form,  ihe  rever  e  of  that  which  sba'.I  be 
the  mov.Dg  influence  in  all  the  others. 

Suppote,  ihen,  as  ihe  first  form  of  this  laBuence, 
that  ihe  distribuiioBS  to  the  States  be  made  without 
limiiation  as  lo  the  object  of  expeaditnre.  We 
thus  free  the  L^islaturea  of  ihe  States  from  the 
odium  of  imposing;  taxes  and  burdens  upon  oar 
common  constituen'*,  and  take  that  odious  duty 
upon  oart'ekes;  while  we  leave  ihcm  to  dispense  the 
bounlies  tn  the  people,  which  our  exactions  from 
their  pockets  have  furnished  the  means  of  dispens- 
ing. We,  in  effeei,  and  in  practice,  convert  this 
Qovernmcnt  into  a  tax-layin;;  and  tax-collecting 
machine,  orlioos  and  hateful  in  it>  action  upon  the 
people,  and  separated  from  those  sensibly  beniticeni 
dispeo^a  loss  which  render  the  mildest  Govern 
mi  nt  tolerable, to  a  free  people,  that  we  may  make 
the  Governments  of  the  States  dii-pensers  of  muni- 
ficence only,  utterly  disconnected  from  those  exac; 
tions  which  are  among  the  necessary  burdens  of 
all  civil  Government.  Connect  with  the  exerciie 
of  this  policy  the  idea,  and  the  fact  that  this  Go- 
vernment cxii>ts  upon  Ihe  mere  volition  of  the 
Staiw;- that  ihbir  pleasure  must  sustain  or  termi- 
na'e  it,  .and  that  the  declination  on  their  pan  to 
losend  representatives  into  this  tody  may,  at  any 
time,  put  to  an  end  all  its  active  and  efficient  powers 
fergood  or  evil,  and  liow  long  would  it  bs  likely  to 
continue,  as  a  mere  instrument  of  taxation,  sepa- 
rated from  the  benefi's  which  the  evils  of  these 
taxes  aie  to  dispense  among,  and  fcr  the  benefit  of 
the  tax-payt'St  Commence  the  sys'em,  and  where 
will  ii  be  likely  to  end?  Csn  cupidity  be  saii^fii^d 
by  giving.?  And  if  urn,  will  the  beaefiied  States  be 
likely  to  cea%e  askingi  It  seemrd  to  htm  that  such 
a  policy  must  soon  drive  this  Onion  asunder,  by 
ieadin<;  t)  local  conflicis  and  a  content  oa  of  rival 
and  sectional  intaests,  which  can  only  end  in 
anarchy. 

Take  the  other  direction  of  the  influence.  Sup- 
pose this  Government  «s<ume,  and  can  exercise 
Ibe  right  to  pre>ci ibe  the  obj  Hit  oi  expendi  ureof  the 
money  it  shall  distribuie  to  a  State.  All  the  land 
bills  have  proposed  to  do  tbat,  and  have  ennme- 
Taied  various  objects,  such  as  ioieraal  impreve- 
mente,  the  payment  of  State  debts  contracted  for 
such  works,  education,  the  colonization  of  free 
blacks,  and  the  lik«.  Under  such  a  system  of  po- 
licy, this  Government,  being  the  layer  of  the 
taxes  by  indirectfon,  and  the  direct  dispenser  of  the 
bounties,  could  not  fail  to  shallow  up  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Sta'e  Gavernmenis,  render  them  mere 
bodies  politic,  without  practical  atiiiiy  in  the  eati- 
timation  of  ihe  greaple,  and  finally  become  a  con- 
solida  ed  Republic,  and  pa$s  rapidly  thence  to  a 
pecuniary  dispotism. 

Take  anolhc  r  view  of  this  exercise  of  the  power, 
and  ite  i<  this  cnnstqneoce  can  bs  avoided.  Taxa- 
tion for  distribution  is  the  policy.  The  fund  is  to 
beexoended  upon  internal  improvements  roads, 
canals,  and  ibe  like.  All  such  woilis  must  be  more 
or  less  1< cal,  and  (he  peculiar  coidition  of  one 
Sia.e  may  render  them  of  great  service  lo  its  busi- 
ness, rao&t  importatit  lo  its  commerce,  and,  as  a 
consequence  of  these  and  other  advanuges,  the 
means  of  enhancing  the  value  of  its  »oil  and  other 
property  in  an  important  degree;  while  another 
Slate  may  be  so  situated  as  to  present  few  facilities 
for  such  improvements.  So  between  different 
classes  of  eitlzeo>,  differently  situated,  in  Ihe  same 
Slate.  One  clau  may  be  located  with  their  pro- 
perly near  the  proposed  improvemenl5,  and  another 
class,  with  i.n  equal  amount  of  property,  may  be  so 
remote,  or  otherwiite  so  situated,  that  they  will  not 
only  not  receive  positive  benefit,  but  r«-latlvc  ii:- 
jnry,  from  the  propoted  public  woik.  Yet  all  are 
to  be  taxed,  and  in  a  legal  sen%  equally  taxed,  for 
the  fund  to  be  dikiribnted.  He  said  in  a  legal 
sense  equally  taxed,  because,  although  he  did  not 
propose,  upon  ihis  occasion,  to  go  into  a  disquisi- 
tion upon  that  point,  he  thought  it  would  be  easy  to 
show  that  the  mode  of  taxation  by  duties  npoa  im- 
ports, if  carried  to  an  extreme,  and  for  purpotes  of 
ex|>endilure  such  as  this  argnmeot  contemplates, 
not'only  might  bat  must  be  most  unequal,  unjust, 
and  nppreeaive. 

Wbo  are  to  be  b^ne&iod  in  iaiereet  hj  the  roads 


and  canals  to  be  constrocledl  The  holders  of  pro- 
perty, of  lands,  of  houses,  of  lorsy  and  the  trading 
and  commercial  men  of  the  country  diiecily.  The 
laboring  poor  man  indirectly  and  unimportantly,  if 
at  all.  Take  a  ease.  A  lax  is  imposed  upon  tea, 
coffee  aad  sugar,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fond 
to  oonstract  improvemeLis  of  this  character,  or, 
what  is  the  same  thing  in  principle  aad  effei^  lo 
make  up  to  the  Trea.-ury  the  deficiency  of  the  laad 
reveude  taken  from  it  for  that  purpose.  A  B  is  a 
man  of  property,  an  extensive  land  holder,  a  met- 
chant,  or  trader,  whose  business  and  property  are 
to  be  directly  and  materially  benefited  by  Itie  ex- 
penditure of  the  tax  upon  a  canal,  or  railroad,  and 
be  pays  the  lax  cheerfully,  and  seeks  to  have  it 
raised.  C  D  is  a  caitman,  whose  whole  worldly 
effects  are  bis  horse,  cart,  and  harness.  The  value 
of  them  cannot  be  m.teriaily  increased  by  any 
road  or  canal,  while  their'  utility  Ip  him,  and  the 
bnsinoss  upon  which  he  depends,  may  be  deslioyed 
by  either.  These  two  ciiitens  have  the  sama  fami- 
lies to  supporL  What  will  be  their  respee- 
tive  proporti.ins  of  tax  upon  the  artKles  named 
of  tea,  coffee  and  sugar)  He  was  awara 
that  it  had  been,  at  a  former  day,  and  perfaapa 
might  be  with  some  now,  fashionable  to  call  theia 
at  tides  luxuries,  and  therefoie  legitimate  objects  of 
taxation,  but  in  his  undsrsiandlng  ihey  bad  become, 
by  the  habits  of  our  peoplt,  as  truly  necessaries  as 
any  articles  of  imporiaiien.  fhey  were  in  com- 
mon and  constant  use  by  all  clashes  of  our  ciiizeas, 
the  wealihy  unqBis'ionably  making  a  more  free 
use  of  them  than  the  poor  and  dependent,  Still, 
in  the  ra°e  he  had  supposed,  the  amoont  of  lax 
paid  upon  these  articles  would  be  nearly  eqaal  be- 
tween the  two  familie.",  while  there  would  be  no 
coinparikon  between. the  amount  ot  property  of 
each,  Ihe  amount  of  binefiu  to  each  to  be  derived 
from  the  piosecuiion  of  a  system  of  internal  im- 
provements by  canals,  railroads,  and  the  like,  or 
between  the  laxts  they  would  be  compelled  to  pay 
for  the  construction  of  such  woiks,  if  equally  as- 
fessed  upon  pr^'perty.  What  must  be  the  conse- 
quence of  Ihe  prrsecuiion  of  such  a  policy  through 
the  taxing  power  of  ihi.t  Government  thus  indirect- 
jy  ezercisedt  Could  it  fail  to  divide  the  communi- 
ty into  classes  and  loealitick?  To  induce  him  who 
was  the  owner  of  properly  lo  be  benefited  by  the 
proposed  improvements,  to  strive  lo  increase  the 
taxes  npen  all,  and  thus  swell  the  fund  for  distribu- 
tion, while,he  who  had  no  property,  and  would 
reap  comparatively  little  benefi',  being  compellofl 
to  pay  a  nearly  equal  amount  of  the  tax  with  his 
rich  neighbor,  would  oppose  the  policy,  and  feel 
himself  oppressed  by  i'1  Would  not  the  owner  of 
property  so  situated  as  t'>  leceivs  little  benefit, 
or  relative  injury,  from  such  works,  £eel  that  the 
rule  of  equal  taxation,  applied  to  him,  and  to  Ihe 
man  whose  properly  and  bn.sine«s  were  directly 
benefited,  was  unequal  and  unjusi?  In  a  direct  as- 
sessment upon  property  the  valuations  would 
equalize  the  burdeiu'.  Not  so  when  the  lax  should 
be  indirect  and  equal,  according  lo  the  necessarioB 
and  conveniences  of  life  consumed.  Was  it  not 
apparent,  frem  thcEC  brief  raggestions,  that  such  a 
policy  must  .set  the  communiiy  at  variance,  and 
prodace strifes  the  most  dan°eron<  to  any  well  re* 
golaieJ  society,  ihose  strifes  which  peisonal  and 
private  interests  engender? 

There  was  still  anutber  aspect  in  which  Ihis  po- 
licy m-ghl  be  viewed,  even  moie  frightful  and  dis- 
turbing. If  it  was  competent  for  Coogrcs  to  di- 
rect the  ezpendiiure  of  the  fund  to  be  dittribnied  to 
any  extent,  it  could  do  so  lo  every  extent.  If  il* 
powers  eoold  control  the  State  Legislatnrei  ia 
their  application  of  it,  the  same  powers  would  en- 
able Congress  to  apply  it  without  the  intervention 
of  ihose  Legi!<latares  at  all,  not  infringing  npoa  the 
territory  and  jorisdic  ion  of  the  Suite.  If  Congress 
could  declare  that  the  money  should  be  devoted  to 
the  purposes  of  education,  il  conld  distribute  it  to 
the  particular  schools,  or,p*re«yii<«,  upon  the  scho- 
lars taught.  If  this  could  be  constitniionally  doB«k 
the  same  power  would  extend  to  a  distribution  of 
money  per  eapi/a  to  the  whole  popqlation  ot  Ihe 
eoontty  for  any  specified  purpose,  or  for  Ihe  use  of 
the  recipients  at  pleasure.  Establish  this  power  in 
this  Government^  and  then  admit,  what  cannot  bs 
denied,  that  if  Coniress  can  raise  money  b/  wifO(( 
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for  cUstribntion  to  Um  Swies  or  tbeir  eii-seoi!,  it  can 
M  w«II  raise  it  fi»r  that  pnrpose  by  exeise,  dir«ot 
taxatiott,  or  ia  any  other  way  in  which  it  can  raise 
rerems  at  all,  ami  see  what  a  slate  of  things  may 
be  produced  by  the  practical  appliciiloq  of  this 
qttcidid  policy.  Pash  forward  the  interests  to  be 
caiiMed,  nntil  the  reTenne  from  cnstoros  fails  to  sa- 
tisfy tlwll^  try  the  excise,  and  it  mnst  soon  also 
foil}  and  Iban  come  to  a  direct  tax,  to  be  levied  npoa 
all  pcopariy  by  a  (air  valnation,  and  dif>tribnted  per 
c«pMa  to  the  whole  people,  and  we  shall  hare  a  sys- 
tem of  a^Tariaotsm,'  established  nnder  onrC>'nstiin- 
lion  and  laws,  more  perfect  than  any  which  had 
etOM  to  bis  knowledf  e,  devised  by  the  most  radical 
LoM  Foeo  in  the  land.  Qeotlemen  .might  say  this 
was  patUnf  an  extreme  case  and  an  improbable 
svppositien.  So  he  considered  the  propociiion  for  - 
dmfibaikm  of  any  portion  of  the  pablie  rerenncs, 
ia  aay  form,  and  to  any  partie!>,  other  than  for  the 
)<gitimate  expenditares  of  the  c  ^mmon  Govern- 
aunt;  aad  more  cpeeially  lo  distribute  a  material 
Mrtfon  of  the  necessary  revennes  of  a  deficient 
Trra'ary.  If  the  latter  was  constitational  and 
kwfal,  he  left  it  for  those  who  coald  do  so  lo  show 
why  the  former  was  not  equally  so  in  principle, 
kowevet  moeh  less  wise  it  might  be  considered '  in 
praetiM.  All  these  considerations  had  prcdnced 
Ika  most  clear  conviction  in  his  mind  that  the  pow- 
er of  distribatioD,  in  any  form,  ooghi  not  to  exist, 
Wid,  not  being  foond  in  the  Consiitaiion  among  the 
•aamaraled  and  exprcfaly  granted  powers,  that 
CoBfresa  onght  not  to  assume  it  from  distant  im- 
plieaiiDn«or  upon  doabtfal  eoBtiruoion. 

Aoothar  argument  had  been  need  in  favor  of  this 
pf»po<itioa,  which  he  wished  very  briefly  to  no- 
tie*.  It  was  that  the  erec'it  of  the  States  was  de- 
ptnied;  and  it  was  onr  duty  to  aid  in  raising 
lliea  again,  and  restoriag  their  stocks  and 
bMKJa  to  a  enrrent  and  pir  value.  Hedif- 
£ned  from  the  gentleman  open  the  other  side 
in  telatioB  to  our  duties  touching  the  State 
M)to  and  the  State  credits.  In  bis  opinion, 
oar  dolies  would  be  bf  st  discharged  by  a'tending 
to  the  ba.<iinei«  of  this  Governmen',  and  leaving  the 
8«ai«B  to  attend  to  theirs;  by  exercising  ihe  taxing 
powersgivea  to  us  by  the  Constiiution,  to  pay  the 
dehte  and  sustain  the  credit  and  faith  and  honor  of 
Ike  Union,  and  leaving  the  sovereign  States  lo  pro- 
Tide  for  their  own  debts,  in  their  own  lime  and 
way,  and  ihroagh  their  own  powers  of  taxation. 
We  seemed  to  forget  thai  the  eonstitneney  is  the 
aame  ia  both  eases.  The  people  \n  be  lazed  in 
aaek  State  are  the  same,  whether  the  tax  t>e  im- 
posed by  a  law  of  Congress,  or  by  the  authority  of 
the  State,  and  the  powers  of  each  State  to  impoce 
taxes  apoB  iia  iohabitanis,  for  its  purposes,  are  as 
.plenary  as  are  ours  to  <mpos:  taxes  upon  the  io- 
MUtants  of  all  the  Stab  s,  for  the  purposes  of  ibe 
eoitBum  OovFmnenl.  He  would  be  the  last  jhsin 
to  do  any  act  intentionally  to  injure  any  Slate,  or 
its  es«dit{  and  might  we  not,  by  an  interference 
wiik  tbeir  debts  and  their  credit,  not  enttnsted  to 
oar  ear«  and  beepinf ,  actually  inflict  injury  while 
iaien4ing  lo  benefit  themi  Their  stocks  aiid  boitds 
were  said  to  be  d?pres<ed  in  the  foreign  markets,  and 
in  the  hands  of  foreign  holders,  but  how  came  they 
ao  depre»«ed,  and  i»y  whom  had  the  depression  been  ^ 
pr  -diieedl  By  theie  sane  foreign  holders  and  pnr- 
ebaaeis..  What  ara  we  told  is  the  actual  condition, 
at  Ihia  time,  of  large  amoants  of  these  securities 
akroadt  Not  ihat  they  have  been  sold  in  the  mai- 
k«U,  even  at  deprened  prices,  or  sold  at  all,  bat 
that  they  have  been  hypothecated  for  comparative- 
ly trifling  advances,  and  nnder  eoaditiona  of  for- 
feilara  which  hare  already  attached.  He  could  not 
Tonek  lor  Ike  amount  of  dieee  securities  so  situated, 
bat  ha  «i>9he  from  paMic  report,  which  had  pre- 
vailed IhroDgh  the  newypapers,  and  elsewhere,  for 
■Mtay  raoiuh.s  without  contradiction  which  had 
aael  his  notice,  when  h*.  said  ihat  about  a  hun- 
ted millions  in  amount  were  supposed  to  be  thus 
kypotheeaied,  and  that  the  average  adnnces  were 
•aid  not  materially  to  exceed  SO  per  cent,  npon  the 
par  raliK.  If  we  proceed,  by  onr  legislation  and 
the  application  of  onr  meana,  to  raise  these  itocks, 
thus  sitoated,  thus  voinniarily  depressed  by  the 
holdera,  up  to  par,  is  there  not  danger  that  we  shall 
siimolate  tbeir  cupidity  to  perfect  the  forfeitorc  ba> 
f«n  iha  flUitM  oan  ooaoaad  the  neaw  to  ledMm 


'heir  pledges,  and  thus,  in  eSieci,  make  for- 
tunes for  these  holders  of  the  hypMheealed 
slocks,  and  throw  into  the  current  market', 
against  the  Slates,  debts  double  in  amount  to 
the  con^tidcrations  ibey  will  have  reeeivedl  If 
such  shon'd  be  a  consequence  of  onr  interference, 
Aois  any  one  doubt  that  the  injorrd  States  would 
call  npon  Congress  to  pay  that  portion  of  iheir 
debts  to  which  its  grainitous  action  sbaH  have  given 
force  and  value,  without  consideration  to  them) 
L«t  the  States  manage  these  matters  themselves. 
They  understand  the  terms  npon  which  their  secu- 
rities are  held  at  home  and  abroad,  and  '  their  own 
interests  in  regard  to  ihem;  nor  are  we  at  liberty  to 
assume  that  our  interference  is  necessary  to  protect 
their  faiih.  The  holders  have  taken  the  stocks  at 
depressed  prie*s  by  agreement,  and  equity  between 
Ihem  and  their  debtors  demands  that  the  fmnre  re- 
gnlaiion  of  the  value  of  the  securities  should  be 
left  with  them. . 

Another  ground  upon  which  this  policy  of  dlstri- 
bntion  was  urged  in  some  portions  of  the  country, 
if  not  here,  was,  that  it  wunid  favor  the  protection 
of  American  indoMry  and  Am?rican  interests,  by 
calling  for  an  increase  of  duties  npon  imports.  He 
had  addressed  the  Senate,  a  few  days  since,  npon 
this  point,  and  regretted  to  find  that  he  bad  t>een  so 
anfottunatejw  to  be  nnderstpod  by  very  few,  and 
entirely  misno'lersiood  by  many.  He  would  now 
briefly  restate  the  substance  of  the  areument  he  then 
intended  to  make,  whrn  he  would  yield  ihe  floor  to 
the  distinguished  Senator  [Mr.  Cut]  who  was  to 
follow  him. 

In  the  minds  of  those  who  advocated  the  mes- 
snre  of  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  to  the  States,  apen  the  ground  above  stated, 
be  supposed  the  reasoning  to  be  that,  as  the  Trea-, 
snry now  requires  all  the  revenue  itderives,  both 
from  Ihe  customs  and  ihe  lands,  if  Ihe  revenue 
from  the  lauds  be  uken  ftrom  it,  that  from  the 
ensioms  must  be  increased  in  a  like  amount,  thus 
raising  ihe  rates  of  daty  npcn  imports,  and  conse- 
queatly  adding  to  the  protection  aflbrded  by  the 
precent  laws.  His  effbit  was  to  show  that  this  con- 
clusion did  not  follow  from  the  premises,  as  a  ne- 
nessary  consequence,  for  lhe>e  reasons. 

A  duty,  wha'ever  may  be  its  rale,  affords  no 
pioteciion,  while  the  importer  of  the  foreign  pro- 
duct or  fabric,  against  which  tLe  protection  is  re- 
quited, holds  !«l«  and  exclusive  possession  and 
control  of  the  market.  Such  a  duty  may  yield  a 
rich  revenu',  and  fill  the  Treasury,  but  until  iis 
operation  commences  to  be  exclusive  and  prohibi- 
tory upon  the  impor  ed  article,  it  affords  no  pro- 
tection to  the  American  competing  interest-  When 
it  does  commence  lo  be  exclusive  and  prohibitory, 
and  thus  begins  to  aff.Hrd  proteeiion,  by  giving  a 
poiliottofihe  market  to  the  demestic  iniere't,  the 
necessary  consequence  must  be  a  diminution  of 
revenue  from  that  duly  in  the  same  degree,  and  to 
the  same  exien',  the  raie  of  dnty  remnining  un- 
changad.  These  reemed  to  him  to  be  positions  too 
plaia  to  require  illustration. 

He  then  contended  that  to  separate  permanently 
from  the  Treasury  a  soiirce  of  inter>ial  revenue  so 
prndueiive  as  that  of  the  public  land*,  mieht  en- 
danger, instead  of  aiding,  the  prolediye  policy,  and 
his  reas<  ning  to  support  this  conclusion  was,  ihat 
an  increase  of  the  rate  of  a  duty  might  not  in- 
crease, and  might  actually  diminish,  the  amonnt  of 
revenue  deiived  fiom  that  dnty,  though  the  iflcrea-e 
of  the  tale  would  increate  the  protec'ion  just  as  far 
as  it  shoald  have  the  efiect  to  diminish  imnorla'ion: 
that  when  the  diminution  ttt  importation  should  be 
greater  in  thA  proportion  than  the  increase  of  lh$ 
rate  of  the  daty,  ibe  revenue  would  be  diminished, 
thoanh  ihe  protection  would  be  ineressed:  ihat  if 
then  it  should  become  necessary  to  Increase  the 
amonnt  of  revenue  to  be  derive!  fromj'his  particu- 
lar importation,  Ihe  only  way  to  accomplish  that 
object  would  be  to  reduce  Ihe  rale  of  the  duty,  and 
thus  surrender  the  protection  afforded  to  the  neces- 
sity for  revenne:  that  to  avoid  soeh  a  aeee.«ity,  as 
far  as  pos*ible,  it  was  Ihe  true  policy  of  the  inte- 
rests seeking  proteeiion,  to  foster  and  preserve, 
and  nil  to  squander  or  give  away,  every 
fhir  source  of  internal  revrnae,  that  the  lYea- 
snry  might  be  made,  to  some  extent  at  least, 
iadepeadett  of    li^onaiions,    and    that  aom 


duties  partially  exclusive  and  prohibitory  in  their 
rfi°eets  R<ight  be  preserved  in  a  permanent  tarifi', 
wiihont  ptodneing  an  empty  Treasury.  That  the 
policy  now  advocated,  of  inaking  the Treaiury  ex- 
clu<ive[y  dependent  npon  a  revenue  by  impost, 
mast  platw  the  protected  interests  in  entire  subjec- 
tion to  the  necessity  for  revenne,  and,  theiefore, 
make  it  impossible  lo  eslahlish  any  system  of  pro- 
tection which  would  act  be  subject  to  be  surrender- 
ed to  that  necessity,  whenever  the  fluctuations  of 
trade  and  the  ever-varying  changes  of  importaiirns 
shoold  inlerpoiie  it.  That  Congre-s  cannot  compel, 
bnt  only  inviie,  imponatinns,  in  any  branch  of 
trade,  and  thaf,  therefore,  when  onr  Trra^nry  shall 
be  made  solely  dependent  upon  levenbe  from  im- 
posts, our  system  of  proteeiion  may  be  placed 
more  within  the  control  of  foreign  interests  thwn 
onr  own,  as  the  former  interests  mnst  control,  to  a 
great  extent,  our  import  trade,  and  may,  to  a  very 
great  extent,  onr  revenues,  from  that  source.  That, 
while  we  have  sources  of  internal  revenue  from 
which  wtf  can  supply  our  Treasury,  we  may,  by 
coDDterTailing  legmlatiu'n,  counteract  foreign  po- 
licy 'hostile  to  our  interests;  bat  when  we  mast 
hav^  the  revenne,  we  may  rot  be  ab'e  to  adopt 
the  oountervailiDg  m«a?ure»  required,  eonsist- 
enily  with  that  neeesnty:  And  tha',  the  in- 
ternal revenue  from  the  lands  being  dispoied  of, 
the  only  means  within  the  power  of  Congress  to  es- 
cape ao  entire  dependence  upon  impost,  were  inter- 
nal excise  and  direct  taxation — mcuns  for  raising 
revenue  which  no  man  c'lU'd  hope  Congre.'^  would 
ever  adopt  merely  lo  preserve  the  protective  poliry. 
.Such  is  a ^£f  outline  of  the  argument  he  of- 
fered to  th^oenate  upon  the  former  orcasion  re- 
ferred lo;  and  he  would  not  go  farther  in  a  repeti- 
tion of  it  DOW.  He  did  tint  know  that  the  views 
were  s  und,  but  he  thought  them  worthy  of  mature 
consideration  bef  )re  this  prrpored  disposition  of  the 
land  revenue  should  tw  made,  upon  ihe  pronnd  of 
favoiiog  protection.  He  could  nut  .so  view  its  icn>- 
dency,  or  b»lieve  that  such  would  be  its  practical 
effects;  and,  as  one  favorabie  lo  the  policy  of  pio- 
leclion,  as  incidental  to  the  raising  of  the  nrcessarjr 
revenue  fir  the  National  Treassry,  he  should  find 
cause  for  opposition  to  it  on  this  ground. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  CALHOUN. 

OF  tSOUTIl  CAROLINA. 
In  Smote,  Jmuiuy   30,   1841— In  reply    to    ihe  - 
speiches  of  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Ct,*r,  ou 
Mr.  Critt«kden's  amendment  to  di-tnbuie   th-j 
rtvenne    from    the   public   lands    among    itiu 
Siate.^ 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  no  one  who  hail  aitend^d 
lo  this  debate  cou'd  dou)>t  that  the  cession  of  Vtr- 
gtinia,  on  whi«h  :he  right  to  distribute  ibe  revenue 
from  the  public  lands  had'herctofore  been  plsreii, 
was  altogether  too  narrow  to  support  that  mra- 
sure.  The  portion  of  the  public  domain  c-ded'  by 
her  is  small  in  amohnt,  when  compared  with  the 
whole,  and  by  far  ihe  better  portion  of  it  bad  .il- 
readjr  been  disponed  of;  leaving  a  residue  alto- 
gether too  inconsiderable  to  rff<.ct  the  object  in- 
tended by  the  distribu'ion.  The  o'her,  and  inncb 
the  larger  portion  of  Ihe  public  domain,  consi.siing 
of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Florida,  and  the  entire 
region  West  of  the  lidics-ssippi  river,  yias  pur- 
chased out  of  the  common  fund  of  the  Uuion,  r,nd 
noconsiruciion  which  could  be  put  on  the  deed  of 
cession  fiom  Virgin''a  couM  possibly  arply  lo  it. 
This  was  seen  and  felt  by  the  two  lead'ns  »dvr« 
cates  of  this  amcridment  on  the  other  siile  of  t:  e 
Chamber,  [Mr.  Clat  and  Mr.  WtnsTER,]  aiui  ' 
they  accordingly  endeavored  to  find  ioine  other 
ground  on  which  to  place  the  right,  broa'l  enongh 
to  soppcit  Ihe  whole;  and  found  it,  as  they  sup- 
posed, in  the  provision  of  the  Ccnstitu'ion  wh.ch 
gives  to  Congrevs  ihe  power  to  disp'  se  of  the  icr- 
ri'orles  and  other  property  belonging  lo  toe  United 
Siaus.  In  tills  they  both  concnrrerf,  so  far  as  thn 
revenne  derived  from  the  lands  was  concerned. 
Bui  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  with  boWer 
views  than  bis  associate,  ex'ended  tlie  light  of  dis- 
tributing, as  I  understood  him,  to  life  entire  reve- 
nue— comprebendirg  as  well  that  received  Irom 
taxes  as  Irom  lands.  ""•'•1 

[Mr.  WiMTxa  interposed,  and  denied  (bat  b< 
had  Mid  10.] 
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Senate. 


I  »uiad  corrected,  and  am  happy  to  hear  the  de- 
Dial  of  the  genileman.  I  had  so  understood  him, 
and  am  graiifieil  that  he  bad  s»  jrestrieted  the 
right  as  10  etc'ude  iherevrnne  from  taxes.  But 
I  Ciinnot  be  mistaken  in  assorting  thai  botli  of 
the  Senators  coacar  in  rrgardiog  ih«  power  con- 
ferred in  lh«  provision  referred  to  as  having  no 
tMUalian  whtlatr  tut  th*  ditercttan  of  Congrtm. 
t  sQcb  be  the  true  constiuciion,  it  won  Id,  of 
course,  gire  tb«  right  of  making  the  proposed 
distribution;  which  presents  the  qnesiiii),  has 
congress  the  right  of  disposing  ef  the  public 
d  omain,  and  all  the  other  property  briongiog  to 
I  he  Union,  and  the  revenue  derived  therefrom,  as 
it  pleases,  without  any  constitutional  restrictions 
vbateveil 

Before  I  proceed  to  iiscnss  ikat  question,  it 
will  be  well  to  ascertain  what  is  the  extent 
and  value  of  the  property  enibraced.  The 
public  domain,  as  has  been  frrquently  stated 
in  the  course  of  the  debate,  embraces  more 
than  otrs  ihousand  millions  of  acrct>;  and  th* 
other  property  includes  the  public  buildings, 
dock  and  navy  yards,  forts,  arsanali,  magazines, 
ships  of  war,  cannon,  arms  of  all  descriptions,  na- 
val stores,  and-  munitions  of  war.  It  is  difficult 
lo  estimate  the  value  of  the  wbcle.  The  public 
domain  alone,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, (not  mine,)  at  |1  25  per  acre,  is  worth  up- 
wards of  $1,200,000,000;  and,  including  the  value 
of  the  other  properly,  the  whole,  at  the  lowest  esti- 
mate, must  far  exceed  |l,5O0,00io,O0O,  and  proba* 
biy  would  equal  not  less  than  ^000,000,000. 
Sar.h  is  the  extent  and  value  of  th^roperiy  over 
which  the  two  Senators  claim  for  0R^ress  unlimit- 
ed and  abEolute  right  to  dispose  of  at  its  good  will 
and  pleasure.  And  (he.  question  recurs,  have  they 
such  right?  A  graver  question  has  nev«r  been 
prescn'ed  for  our  consideration,  whether  we  regard 
the  principles,  the  amount  of  property,  or  tlM  con- 
Mqoences  involved. 

Now,  sir,  in  order  to  test  the  right,  it  is  ny  in- 
tention to  propound  a  few  qaestions  to  the  Senatow, 
to  which  I  hope  they  will  give  explicit  answeis. 
Suppose,  then,  in  the  progress  of  lime,  an  admi- 
nistration &hould  come  in,  (I  make  no  allusion  to 
the  next,)  which  should  think  an  established 
church  indispensable  to  uphold  the  morals,  the  re- 
ligion, and  the  political  institutions  af  the  country: 
would  it  have  the  right  tc  select  some  one  of  the 
jeligions  srcis — say  the  Methodist,  Baptist,  Prtsby- 
teri.:n,  Ef  iscopalian,  or  Caihnlic — aud  erpct  it  iaio 
a  splecdid  hierarchy,  by  endowing  it  out  of  this 
ample  fund? 

[Mr.  WzBSTEa.  The  Constitution  expressly  pro- 
hibits it.] 

I  beat  the  answer  with  pleasure.  Ilas.'i(ns  tke 
true  reason.  Here,  then,  we  have  a  limitation  in 
the  Constitution,  by  the  confession  of  the  Senator; 
and,  of  coarse  there  is  one  restrictton  at  le^st  on 
the  unlimited  right  which  he  and  his  friend  claimed 
for  Congress  ove-.  this  vast  fund.  Having  made 
good  Ibis  step,  I  proceed  to  lake  another. 

Suppose,  then,  that  such  an  Administration 
shoBld  undertake  to  colonize  Africa,  with  the  view 
of  christianizing  and  civilizing  it,  and,  for  that  pnr- 
posa,  should  propese  to  vest  this  vast  fund,  or  a 
portion  of  it,  in  the  Colonizatirn  Society:  would 
Congress  have  the  right  of  doing  sol  Or,  to  take  a 
still  stronger  case.  Suppose  a  majority  of  Congress 
should  become  AbolitionisLs:  would  it  have  the  right 
to  distribute  this  Ta°t  sum  among  the  various  Abo- 
lition societies,  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  their  fa- 
natical schemes?  The  Senator  is  silent.  I  did  not 
anticipate  an  answer.  He  cannot  say  yes;  and  to 
nay  no,  would  be  to  surrender  the  whole  ground. 
Hot  can  he  tav,  as  he  did,  that  it  is  prohibited  by 
the  Constitution.  I  will  relieve  the  Senator.  I 
answer  for  h-m:  Congrtss  has  no  such  right,  and 
cannot  exercise  it  without  violation  of  the  Cons<itu- 
tion.  But,  why  noil  The  answer  is  simple,  but 
decisive;— because  Congrara  has  not  the  right  to 
exercise  any  power,  except  what  isexptessly  grant- 
ed by  the  Constitution,  or  may  be  ncces^arr  lo  ex- 
.  ecute  the  granted  powers,  and  that  in  question  is 
neither  granted,  nor  necessary  to  execute  a  granted 
power. 

Having  gained  this  important  point,  I  next  ask 
fite  Senators,  would  Con^Kss  |iaye  Ute  rif^  to  »p- 


pr^ipriate  tbe  whole,  or  part  of  this  vast  fund,  to  be 
diawn  direc'ly  from  the  Treasury,  in  payment  of 
tbe  principal  or  interest  of  the  State  bontts?  And 
if  not,  (as  ihey  certainly  -would  not,  for  the  reason 
already  sssignfd,)  has  it  the  right  lo  give  it  to  the 
Sates  to  be  so  applied}  Can  it  do  that  indirectly 
by  an  ag«nl,  which  it  cannot  constitutionally  do  di- 
rectly by  itieK  }  If  so,  I  would  be-glad  to  hear  the 
reason.  1  might  proceed  and  prop6and  question 
after  question,  equally  ^mbarrassinr;  but  abstain, 
lest  I  should  exhaust  the  patience  of  the  Senate. 

Bin  there  is  one  question  of  a  different  charaeitr, 
wbich  I  must  propound,  and  to  which  I  would  be 
glad  to  have  the  answers  of  the  two  ingeareus  and 
It  arced  Senators.  They  are  boih  agreed,  as  I  now 
understand  the  Senator  from  Massachu sella,  that 
the  revenue  fiom  taxes  can  be  applied  only  to  the 
cbjects  8]ieeifically  enumerated  in  the  Constitution, 
and  in  repudiating  the  general- welfare  principle, 
as  applied  to  the  money  power,  as  far  as  the  reve- 
nue may  be  derived  from  that  source.  To  this 
extent,  ihey  profess  lo  be  good  State  Rights  Jeffer- 
sonian  Republicans.  Now,  sir,  I  would  be  happy 
to  be  informed  by  either  of  tbe  able  Senators — I 
regret  that  one  [Mr.  Clav]  is  not  in  his  seat — by 
what  political  alcbymy  tt>e  revenue  from  taxes, -by 
beitg  vested  in  land  or  other  property,  can,  when 
again  turned  into  revenue  by  sales,  be  entirely 
freed  from  all  the  constitutional  lestrietions  to 
which  tiey  were  liab!e  before  die  inveMment, ae> 
cording  lo  their  own  confeskion>1  A  satisfactory 
explanation  of  so  curious,  and  apparently  incom- 
prebensib'e  a  prrcess,  would  be  a  treat. 

"nie  Senator  from  Keotocky  [Mr.  Clat]  failing 
to  find  any  argument  to  sustain  the  broad  and  un- 
qualified right  of  distributing  the  revenue  frfim  the 
public  lands  as  Congress  might  think  proper,  sought 
lo  establish  it  by  precedent.  For  that  purpose,  he 
cited,  as  a  prreeden',  tbe  distribution  of  arms 
among  the  Siater;  which  he  contended  saaelioned 
also  the  .ili'^lribiition  of  the  revenue  from  the  lands 
among  them.  Tbe  Senator  forgot  that  it  is  made 
the  doty  of  Congress,  under  an  express  pro- 
vision of  the  Cods  ituiion,  "to  provide  for  aim'ng 
tho  militia;"  and  ibat  the  milia  force  belongs  to  the 
Slates,  and  not  to  the  Unisn;  and,  of  eourse,  thai, 
in  distributing  arms  among  the  Stales  wiih  the  view 
of  arming  them.  Congress  but  ftilfil  a  doty  enjoined 
on  ihem  by  theConstitatioi. 

The  palpable  mi.scoaceptien,  as  I  must  con.ider 
it,  into  which  the  twu  Senators  have  fallen,  in  refe- 
rence to  this  impnriant  question,  originates,  as  I 
conceive,  m  overlooking  other  provisions  of  the 
Constitulioi.  Th-y  seem  not  to  advert  lo  the  fact 
that  the  laodA  belong  to  the  United  Spates— ^.hat  is, 
tu  ib«  Stale-  i'l  ih^ir  united  and  Fedi  ral  character; 
and  ihai  t'lr  Giivvromen',  instead  of  being  the  ab- 
solute proprietor,  is  but  an  agent  ep;<oinie<l  to  ma- 
nage the  joint  ccncera.  They  oveilook  a  a  ill  more 
imporiaot  con.^ideraiion — that  the  Uniteil  Staieis  >■> 
their  united  and  Federal  character,  are  reetricteil  to 
tbe  Express  grants  of  powers  contained  in  the  Con- 
slitntion,  which  says  that  "the  powers  ant  dele- 
gated to  the  {/ailed  Statti  by  the  Constitution,  nor 
prohibited  by  it  to  the  Sta<es,  are  reserved  to  tbe 
States  respectively,  or  to  tbe  people;"  and,  also, 
that  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slatef,  as  the  com- 
mon agent,  is  restricted  expres^lv,  in  the  exercise 
of  its  powers,  lo  the  objects  specified  in  the  Instru- 
ment, and  passing  such  laws  only  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary and  proper  for  carrying  ihem  into  execu- 
tion. It  follows  that  Congress  can  have  no  right  to 
make  the  proposed  distribntion,  or  Of  e  its  powers 
to  effect  any  other  object,  except  such  as  aire  ex- 
pressly autMrized,  without  violating  and  iraaseend- 
ing  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  Consiiiutios. 
.  It  is  thus  tbe  whole  fabric  «eeted  by  the  argu- 
ments of  tbe  two  Senators  falls  to.  tbe  ground,  by 
the  giving  way  of  tbe  foandation  on  which  they 
rest,  except  the  small  portion  of  lands  embraced 
in  the  Virginia  cession;  wbioh  I  will  next  pro- 
ceed to  show  stands  on  ground  not  more  solid. 
It  will  not  be  neeetsary,  for  that  purpose,  to  tra 
vel  over  the  arguments  which  f  offered,  when  last 
up,  against  tbe  right  to  make  ihe  distribution, 
attempted  to  be  deduced  from  that  cession,  and 
which  have  been  so  much  enlarged  and  stregthen- 
ed  by  the  a)t)e  and  lucid  speech  of  the  Senator 
dim  Naw  VoTk,  [Ut.  Wamr.]  .  I  ftvpm  mm 


ply  to  reply,  in  this  ooimection,  to  the  argtimcMi 
of  the  Senator  from  Kenineky,  [Mr.  Cur,]  wko  I 
again  have  to  regret  is  not  m  his  place. 

His  first  position  was,  that  the  resolution  of  tke 
old  Congress,  which  recommended  to  the  Stales  lo 
cede  tbe  land  to  the  Union,  held  out,  as  motivM; 
the  payment  of  Ihe  debt  eoDiraeted  in  tbe  Revol*- 
tioD,  and  the  inducement  it  affeied  to  the  Stateeto 
adopt  the  articles  of  Con.tdentioa.  Prom  tUs, 
he  inferred  that  ihrse  constituted  the  sole  objeels  of 
the  cession.  I  admit  that,  if  there  was  any  aaH»« 
gnity  in  the  deeds  of  cession,  as  it  rfspeets  the  ob- 
jects of  the  cession,  a  rrference  lo  tile  resoluioit 
Which  proposed  it  m>ght  be  fairly  made,  in  order 
to  aseertain  the  inieniioa  of  the  parties;  but  that  ia 
not  the  ease.  The  deeds  are  couched  in  tba 
brcadest  and  most  comprehensive  terms,  and  make 
an  absolute  eessien  of  the  land*  to  tbe  Uoiletl 
States,  as  a  common  fond,  without  liaiilattoii  aa  t9 
the  objects. 

But  the  argument  on  which  be  mainly  relied 
was,  that,  although  tbe  cession  is  of  the  United 
Slates  in  their  united  and  Federal  character,  to  be 
adminuiered  by  Congress  aaa  eoumon  agent,  iba 
wN  is  for  the  States  in  iheir  separate  aad  indlvida- 
al  character.  If  the  faet  were  so,  the  argmaeat 
would  be  strone;  but  it  happens  to  be  the  rttf  i«> 
verse.  It  is  expressly  provided  in  the  Vag^nia 
eession,  ihat  the  land  shonli  be  considered  "a  esaf 
mon/tmd  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  States,  ■• 
memten  ef  the  Otm/ntaratiM  er  Ftdeni  atttutt*, 
anifisr  tu>»tlur  use  or  pwpnt  wkatetir.  The  Sena* 
tor  will  not  veninre  to  deny  that  sMnmoit  is  the  v^ 
ry  opposite  of  aeperote;  and,  of  coarse,  the  disthie- 
tion  on  which  be  so  moeh  relied,  that  lite  ose  waa 
was  separate,  falls  to  the  ground. 

His  next  position  rested  on  the  expression  ia  tbe 
deed  of  eession,  "according  to  their  osoal  respeet- 
ive  prop  irtion  in  the  general  cha^e  and  expeadi* 
luie,"  wbich  has  been  bandied  about  so  often,  ba 
this  and  forner  di<iOos»ioos  on  this  subject,  that 'I 
will  not  go  over  tha  argument  again,  as  coBKBlaaive 
as  I  consider  it,  as  I  am  snre  the  Semte  must  be 
surfeited  to  nansea  with  those  words.  I  lake 
fagher  ground,  which  I  regard  as  conelnsire,  be 
their  meaning  whet  they  may. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  tbe  Censtitntion  must 
override  the  deeds  of  cession,  and  Ibat  of  Virgiai* 
among  the  rest,  whenever  they  eomie  in  eonJUei; 
and  that,  for  the  plain  reason  that  .the  panics  to 
both  were  the  aame,  and  had  of  couile  a  right,  fa 
adopting  the  Constitution,  to  change  or  modify  the 
previuns  ac's  of  cession  as  they  pleased.  Mow, 
sir,  I  repeat,  without  fear  of  eon'radidion,  that  Ihe 
Coaslilntlon,  iii  superseding  tbe  old  system  of  tc- 
qni-i'i  n  on  the  States,  as  the  mode  of  raising  tbe 
common  supplies  of  the  Union,  by  the  systeai  of 
taxing  the  people  dire:tly,  superseded  htvB  par- 
ticular provision,  which,  all  admit,  btul  reference  to 
the  former  system  of  requisition.  Ae  Senator 
himself  ia  reality  admits  sach  to  be  Ihe  fact,  bjr 
proposing  to  distribute  tke  revenue  front  the  lamia 
acowding  to  federal  numbers— the  rule  of  imposing 
direct  taxes  under  tbe  Constitatien;  instead  of  tk$ 
ntatid  vtlm  »f  imprtttd  tendi — the  rule  of  making 
Inquisitions  under  tbe  old  coafederation.  Ttiis  pro- 
vision, then,  being  thus  superseded,  tbe  laads  are 
left,  aa  the  property  of  the  Union,  for  the  eoamot 
use  of  the  Slates  which  compose  it,  freed  frtta 
these  disputed  words,  and  wiihoot  the  senblanee  of 
a  doubt;  aad  the  Cimstitution  accordingly  apeaka 
of  the.'public  lands,  in  broad  and  anqnalified  tenar, 
as  MMigta^r  <•  "^  Unittd  Btatu. 

The  last  groond  assumed  by  the  Senator  tras, 
that  as  Ihe  lands  are  common  property,  it  is  eon- 
peieat  for  Congress,  as  the  oeemoa  agent,  to  dt- 
vitle  their  proceeds  Mnong  the  United  States,  aa ' 
jniat  owners.  It  might  be  true  in  the  ease  of  inllt- 
vidnals  owning  a  joint  farm,  to  be  worked  ia  eoa^ 
Kon,  as  supposed  by  tbe  Senator;  bat  ibat  is  net 
analogous  to  the  ease  of  the  United  Slates,  where 
there  is  a  jniat  conceiv,  Jtr  ^etHfit  ai^e«tt,-iriib  k 
common  agent  to  carry  it  into  effect,  fir  lktJ$M 
bttemt  qf  Ike  eanetm,  vMtttU  any  mlhtrily  t»  UttrU 
bute  thifnJUi.  In  such  a  case,  it  would  be  eoaiiaijr 
to  the  plainest  .dictates  of  reason,  and  the  emaUiab- 
ed  principles  of  law,  for  the  agent  to  aadenabe  lo 
apply  to  tbe  separate  and  individaai  nae  of  tbh 
partners,  wtatt  ms  inteaded  t^  thrai  tot  the  foitu 
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It  woQid  be  to  make  that  srpsnte  whiob 
bit  priMiral*  intended  lo  be  common. 

When  I  k>ok,  Mr.  President,  to  wbat  induced  the 
Chaw,  mnd  especially  Virginfa,  lo  make  tbis  mag. 
aMhwBt  cession  to  the  Union,  and  tbe  high  and 
pVioiie  motires  orged  by  tbe  oM  CSoqgreu  to  in- 
4«re  Hwm  lo  do  it,  and  torn  to  what  is  Ho'w  pro- 
poMd,  I  am  itmek  with  the  contrast,  and  the  great 
mtadon  lo  which  haman  affain  are  subject  The 
gMBtand  patriotic  men  of  foimer  times  regarded  ii 
as  essential  to  the  cqnsammalion  of  the  Union, 
aad  tbe  presenration  of  the  pnblio'  faiib,  that  the 
lands  sbeald  be  ceded  as  a  common  land;  but 
BOW,  mea  ^istingnisiied  for  their  ability  and  in- 
fiaeaee,  aad  who  are  abont  to  as«am«  the  high 
trast  of  administrating  the  Gorrmment,  are  strir- 
iog,  with  ail  their  might,  (and  that,  too,  when 
thii  fond  is  most  needed,)  to  ando  their  holy  weik. 
Te8,str}distribation  and  cession  are  the  very  re- 
verse, ia  character  and  effect;  tlu  Undenq/  tf  mu  it 
toiMJ**,  and  tike  o(Jk«r  ttMftnmtsn.  Tbe  wisest  of 
modern  (talesmen,  and  who  had  tbe  keenest  and 
deepest  glance  into  futurity,  (Edmand  Burke.) 
inily  aaid  that  the  rerenae  is  the  State;  to  which  I 
add,  that  to  distribaie  the  icTenae,  in  a  ecnfedera- 
led  eommanity,  among  it<  members,  is  to  dissolve 
the  eommnuity — that  U,  with  n!<,  the  Union;  as 
linMwill  proT«,  If  ever  tbis  fatal  measnre  shoald 
be  adopted. 

There  is  aaother  contrast,  not  less  striking.  The 
States  composing  the  old  Confederation,  in  their 
extreme  jealousy  of  power,  adopted  the  syetem  of 
Te^isition,  as  the  means  ofsapplying  the  eimmon 
Treasuty;  but  that  proving  int'Officient,  it  was 
changed,  with  the  adoption  of  the  pre  ent  Constitn 
tk>n,  into  the  system  of  laying  taxfs  diiectly  on  in- 
dividaals.  But,  now,  it  is  proposed  to  restore  vlr- 
tnally  the  exploded  system  of  rtqnisition,  but  in  the 
reverse  order — requisitions  of  the  States  on  the 
Uaion,  iasiead  of  the  Union  on  tbe  Stater;  and 
thereby  Terenring  the  relation  which  the  wise  and 
]Mtrioiic  foandera  of  our  political  institutions  re- 
garded as  essential  to  liberty.  Tbey  regarded  it  as 
a  fnndamcetal  principle,  that  the  people  should 
firant  ilie  supplies  to  the  Government,  in  order  to 
keep  It  depeadent  on  them.  Bnt,  now,  tbis  is  to 
tte  nversM;  and  the  Government,  in  the  ^hape  of 
dfanibatton,  is  to  grant  supplies  to  the  people. 
How  is  tbis  to  be  donti  How  can  tbe  Gbvemment, 
which,  with  all  its  legivlation,  does  not  produce  a 
MBt,  grant  nipplie*  to  those  who  are  the  producers 
ofatn  I  will  tell  you;  the  supplies  to  be  distri- 
baled  to  the  States,  are  to  be  eollecied  in  a 
Tonadaboai,  concealed  manner,  under  the  plan- 
stbla  pretext  of  taxing  luxuries,  (wines  and 
ailks,)  to  be  paid  by  the  rich,  or  nobody,  as 
we  aie  told,  to  meet  the  rrqnisitions  of  the  Govern- 
acBtaof  the  Stales,  lest  their  oonstituenls  should 
tan^hem  oat  for  taxing  them  directly  and  openly. 
Yes:  we  are  plainly  told  that  the  Siaies  have  sui^ 
leadeted  the  right  of  taxing  imparls,  the  mostfasy 
aad  eeavenieat  mode  of  raising  a  revenue— that 
is,  the  most  concealed  and  ingenious  way  to  the 
pedceis.of  the  people;  and  that  it  is  the  dnty  of  this 
GoTeranient,  to  which  this  convenient  contrivance 
ia  intrusted,  to  riise  supplies  by  its  use,  not  only 
to  meet  Its  own  wants,  bat  also  to  meet  those  of 
the  Slates.  'What  monstrous  and  dangerous  per- 
r<raon  t 

lf(eoBtinufd  Mr.  Calboitn)  I  have  been  soe- 
uuiiftll  Ib  demonstrating  the  utter  noeonstitution- 
•lity  of  this  dangerous  schema,  as  I  trust  I  have, 
the  Seaaie  will  not  expect  me  to  follow  tbe  Senator 
fian  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cut]  in  bis  excursive  flights 
ia  favor  of  the  expedieecy  of  this,  his  favorite  and 
oherisbed  scheme.  If  Congress  has  no  right  to 
adopt  it,  thtie  is  an  end  of  the  whole  affair;  but 
there  is  one  of  tbe  good  effects  he  imputes  to  it, 
that  I  cannot  pass  in  silence.  He  asssrted  that 
it  woidd  Anally-  settle  the  diepntes  and  agitations 
glowing  out  of  qnesnons  connecied'witb  the  public 
taads,  by  reconciling  and  harmonizing  all  con- 
Ateii^  interests,  and  restoring  kind  feelings  in 
Mlaiiento  them,  between  the  old  and  new  States. 
Such  are  his  anticipations;  but  wi  I  they  be  re- 
aliaedT  Let  the  tone  wiib  whl?h  the  Senators 
fr»m  Missouri  [Dr.  Linr]  and  Arkanaas  [Mr. 
SMnaaj  deaonnecd  his  scheme,  aaswer.  Does 
be  notekaov  thai  eveiy  Senator  from  the.  sew 


States,  with  Ihe  exception  rf  those  from  Indiana, 
are  opposed  to  bis  measnret  Can  he,  in  the  face 
of  such  facts,  really  hope  for  a  final  settlemeat 
of  the  vexed  question  of  the  public  lands,  or  a 
restoration  of  harmony  between  the  old  and  new 
States  in  relation  to  ibeml  On  the  contrary,  will 
it  not  embitter  the  feelings  on  both  sides?  Can  he 
expect  that  ibe  new  States  would  see  with  favor  a 
mortgage  bud  on  that  portion  of  tbe  public  domain 
lyiox  within  their  limiis,  .for  the  security  of  the 
holders  of  State  bonds'?  Sacb,  virtnally,  would  be 
the  case,  should  the  dixiribuiion  be  made.  The 
holders  would  regard  it  as  a  pledge;  and  to  with' 
hold  it,  when  once  made,  as  a  violation  of  faiih. 

¥r&uld  it  conciliate  the  staple  States — the  grow- 
ers of  rice,  cotton,  and  tobacco — on  which  the  tax 
to  make  good  tbe  deficiency  caused  by  tbe  distribu- 
tion must  principally  falll  It  is  in  vain  you  tell 
them  that  the  dades  on  wines  and  silks  would  fall 
on  tbe  consumers,  or  on  the  producers  of  those  ar- 
ticles abroad.  Tney  know,  by  wofnl  experience, 
that  it  matters  liuie  to  them  whether  the  duty '  be 
laid  on  the  export  of  the  staples  they  prodnce,  or 
1^  importation  of  products  received  in  exchange; 
whether  the  duties  be  paid  on  their  products  suing 
out  of  port,  or  the  re'nrn  cargo  coming  in.  View- 
ing it  in  that  light,  the  people  of  those  Siatrs  will 
regard  tbe  measure  as  a  cunningly  devised  scheme 
to  pay  the  debts  of  others  at  their  expense. 

Would  it,  I  again  a^k,  reconcile  ihe  Stales  free 
from  debt?  Will  they  be  satifified  to  be  taxed  to 
pay  the  debts  of  tbe  States  which  have  been  le;s 
cautious  in  their  engagements  than  themselvei)  I 
twk  tbe  Senators  from  New  Hampshire— would 
their  State,  happily  free  from  all  debt,  be  satisfiedt 
Instead  of  the  fical  settlement  of  the  question,  or 
tbe  restora'inn  of  harmony,  it  would  un<etile  the 
whole  subject  of  the  public  lands,  and  ibrojr  tlie 
apple  of  discord  am<  n;  the  State::. 

Having  now  said  what  I  intended  on  the  im- 
mediate question  under  coosidtrralion,  I  avail  my- 
self of  the  opportunity  to  reply  to  the  objeotioos 
which  have  been  made  to  the  proposition  I  offered, 
in  au  earlier  stage  of  this  di  cuseioo,  to  cede  to 
Ihe  new  Slates  the  lands  lying  within  their  respect- 
ire  limits,  on  just  and  equitable  roudiiion;.  The 
Senate  will  lecoUtct  that  tbe  debate  on  that  mea- 
sure terminated  unexpectedly,  and  wi  bout  afford- 
iog  me  an  opportunity  of  answering  the  objections 
igainst  it.  As  there  will,  probably,  be  no  other 
opportunity'  rf  meeting  them,  I  trust  it  will  be 
a  sufficient  apology  for  doing  so  on  this  occa- 
sion. 

I  begin  with  what,  to  me,  would  be  th»  mrst 
formidable  objection:  that,  under  the  ga:b  of  a 
cession,  the  measure  ia,  in  fact,  but  a  mode  of 
diftribution.  Ir^ply,  asona  former  occasion — 
prove  it,  and  I  shall  renonnce  it  at  once  and 
forever.  But  I  cannot  take  a.«,serlioa  for  pr<of, 
however  boldly  made.  Until  it  is  proved,  I  i-hall 
regard  the  charge  of  distiibulion,  cqming  as  it  does 
from  the  open  advocates  ot  that  mrasure,  as  origi- 
nating in  a  conscious  feeUng  thai,  so  far  from 
being  popular,  the  scheme  has  no  hold  on  the 
affections  of  the  people,  if  they  believed  it  to  be 
popular,  those  who  so  warmly  oppose  cession 
wonli  be  the  last  to  call  it  disiribntion. 

It  is  next  objected,  that  it  is  a  gift  of  Ihe  lands 
to  the  new  Slates.  Be  it  so.  I  won!d  infinitel/ 
rather  make  a^ilt  of  the  whole,  than  <o  adopt  tb« 
laial  policy  of  distribotirn;  and  if  it  shoald  be  ce- 
ces5ary  to  defeat  it,  I  would  regard  a  surrender  of 
the  whole  as  a  cheap  sactifice.  I  go  f.irther:  and 
hold,  that  if  ihe  lands,  instead  of  being  r«gardej  as 
the  property  of  the  Union,  should  be  regarded  as 
the  property  of  Ihe  Sla'cs  separately,  the  new 
Slates  would  have  the  best  right  lo  the  portion 
wi'bin  their  limitf.  They  potsers,  unquestionably, 
the  eminent  doma'n,  which  would  have  cairied 
with  it  the  property  in  the  public  lands  with- 
in their  borders  respectively,  had  .they  not 
sarrendered  it,  by  special  agreement,  on  their 
admission  into  Uie  Union.  But  that  agree- 
ment was  with  the  U*U*i  StaUt,  and  the  surrender 
of  the  properly  in  the  lands  was  to  them;  and  it 
may  be  frilly  quetitioned  how  far  the. agreement, 
on  their  admission,  won'd  be  binding  on  them, 
should  tbs  revenue  from  iha  lands  b*  psrveited 
from  tbe  use  of  the  Vmilti  8Uiti  lo  that  of  iba 


States  separately,  as  is  proposed  by  this  scheme  of 
disiiibtttion: 

Bat  is  tbe  cession  a  gift?  Does  il  propose  a  snr-' 
render  of  tbe  land  (or  nothing?  Is  65  per  cent, 
of  the  gross  proceeds  to  be  paid  into  tbe  Trea- 
sury, uoihing?  Is  it  nothing  lo  put  an  end  to  the 
angry  and  agitating  debates  which  we  witness, 
session  after  session,  constantly  increasing  in  vio- 
lence? Nothing,  to  *ave  the  lime,  apd  labor,  and 
expense  of  Congress?  Nothing,  to  cnnail  one^ 
fourth  of  the  patronage  of  tbe  Government,  and 
that  of  the  most  daogeroas  charactei?  Nothing, 
to  raise  the  new  States  to  a  level  with  (be  old? 
Nothing,  to  remove  this  great  di$tnrbiog  cause 
which  so  injuriously  inflnences  our  legislation?  Is 
it  nothing,  finally,  to  substitute  a  system  in  lien 
of  the  present,  as  far  as  tbe  lands  lying  within  the 
new  Stales  are  concerned,  which,  in  addition  to 
all  theje  considerations,  proposes  the  only  prac- 
tical method  of  preventing  Ihe  loss  of  the  lands, 
and  which,  so  far  from  a  pecuniary  loss,  will 
bring  more  into  the  Treasury  than  the  present  sys^ 
tem?  I  boMly  assert  that  such  would  be  the  case; 
as  I  may  well  do  now,  as  no  one  opposed  to 
the  measure  has  vrhtared  to  question  the  eor^ 
rectnesi  of  the  calculation,  or  the  data  on  which  it 
rests.  I 

Bnt  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr-  Ctiv] 
says  it  is  a  gift,  because  thiriy-five  per  cent, 
is  too  high  a  compeosaiion  to  the  States  for 
tbeir  exrense  and  trouble  in  managing  the 
land.  He  estima'es  the  actual  expense,  all  things 
included,  at  31  per  cent,  on  the  grots  receipts,  and 
says  that  all  beyond  that  is  a  gift  to  the  Siaies.  He 
has' ventured  i9lt  assertion,  with  tbe  report  of  the 
Committee  oa  the  Public  Lands  at  tbe  last  session 
before  bira,  containini?,  in  detail,  from  the  proper 
departments  aa  estimate  of  the  expense,  which,  on 
a  supposition  that  tbe  average  annual  sale  of  the 
portion  of  the  land  in  question  would  average  two 
and  a  half  millions,  would  amount  to  23  per  cent. 
The  Senator  has  omitted  all  tbe  expeajes,  except 
that  of  selling  the  lands,  when,  by  turning  to  the 
tallies,  he  will  find  that  nearly  one-third  is  yet  lo  be 
surveved  and  platted;  that  a  large  amount  must  be 
paid  for  exiisgijishing  Indian  titles,  and  removing 
Indians  to  the  West.  He  also  overlooks  that  the 
fire  per  cen».  fund  iv  to  be  surr.ndercd  by  those 
States,  a  sum,  of  i's°ir,  equal  to  double  the  amount 
which  he  has  estimated  as  the  entire  expense  lo 
wh'ch  the  States  woold  b«  stibjecl. 

To  these  Urge  items  most  be  abided  donations, 
which,  Instead  of  being  made,  as  they  have  hereto- 
fore been,  by  Congres.^,  are,  if  made  by  the  Stales, 
to  be  paid  for  by  them  at  the  selling  price  of  the 
land  at  the  time,  allowing  them  35  per  cent.;  and 
also  the  sums  speint  on  internal  improvement 
which,  with  Ihe  excep  ion  of  the  p<<rtioa  spent  on 
the  MiSjissippi  and  0.iio,  "are  to  terminate;  and, 
finally,  the  saving  of  expense'  n  oar  legisla- 
tion, and  in  the  General  Land  Officej  in  conse- 
quence of  the  cession;  all  of  which  the  Senator  has 
omitted — omitted,  noiwithstand  ng  they  are  to 
be  found  in  the  report  be 'ore  him,  and  to  which 
he  has  referred  in  tH«  debate.  These,  an  I  have 
s'.ated,  amount  to  3-2  per  cent,  on  the  gross 
ainoant  of  tbesalo;  to  which  the  committee  has 
added  13  percent,  making  the  35 — nut^as  a  gratui- 
ty, but  on  ihe  ground  of  liberal  compensation  be- 
yond mere  expenve  and  iavio^  to  this  Govern- 
ment, as  being  right  of  lisslf,  apd  necessary  to  en- 
sure the  hearty  co  opera' ion  of  the  States,  in  carry- 
ing out  a  measure  that  would  be  highly  beneficial 
to  the  whole  Union,  and  which  coald  not  be  suc- 
ceisfully  carried  out  without  s>ich  co-operation  on 
the  part  of  the  States.  Not  a  cent  has  be  n  pro- 
posed to  be  allowed,  which  could  be  avoided,  with 
just  regard  to  sonnd  policy. 

Bnt  the  Senator  was  not  content  -with  holding  out 
the  difference  of  what  he  was  pleased  to  regar4  the 
actual  expense,  and  the  35  per  cent,  as  a  gift.  He 
took  stronger  grounds,  .and  pronounced  it  lo  bea 
gin  of  all  the  public  lands,  on  the  assumption  that 
the  cession  would  be  extended  to  tbe  States  hereaf- 
ter to  come  in,  on  their  admission;  and,  next,  to 
tbe  Territorie.';  and,  finally,  to  the  whole  ef  the 
public  ^omain.  I  will  not  undertake  to  reply  to  a 
mere  assumption  without  proof,  farther  than  to 
say,  that  ereiy  measure  of  sound  ^ olioy  may  be  in 
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like  manner  condvmned,  if  it  is  to  be  assuned  that 
what  we  have  wisely  done,  nader  all  thecircom- 
stances  of  the  case,  nmy  form  a  precedent  for 
others  to  do  ander  diss''milar  cireamstaDces,  and 
withoat  regard  to  ibe  principle  on  which  we  acted. 
In  proposing  the  m«asare  I  hare,  I  >ield  to  the 
naeessity  of  remedying  a  great  and  growing  evil, 
originating  in  the  fact  that  this  Qovernment  is  the 
owner  and  administrator  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
territories  of  nine  Stales  of  this  Union,  and  which 
cannot  be  remedied  so  long  as  their  ownership  and 
°  administratorship  conlinne.  It  is  the  nnmbrr  and 
iDflQCBce  of  the  States  in  which  they  exisr,  that 
give  snch  magnitude  and  dai)ger  to  the  evil;  and 
what  we  may  do  now,  under  such  circumstances, 
eannot  constitute  a  precedent,  lo  be  extended  in 
the  manner  which  the  Senator  supposes  it  will  be. 
On  the  contrary,  by  adopting  the  mrasnre,  we 
woald  enlist  the  new  States,  now  opposed  to  lh%  old 
on  almost  all  questions  growing  out  of  the  public 
lands,  to  aid  in  vigilantly  guarding  the  residue  of 
the  pablie  domain. 

The  Senator  from  Massachasetis  [Mr.  Wcbster] 
took  different  grounds.  He  insisicd  thai  cession 
necessarily  implies  gift;  and  therefore,  as  I  sup- 
pose, the  one  I  have  proposed  is  a  gift,  in  spile  of 
the  many  valuable  considerations  inducing  lo  it.  I 
do  not  attach  the  same  mtaning  to  'he  word  which 
he  does;  but,  as  I  have  no  tatte  for  verbal  criticism, 
1  have  assented  to  the  request  of  a  friend,  to  change 
"cession"  to  "dispose  o(" — the  words  used  in  the 
Conslitntion,  and  which,  on  the  anthoriiy  of  the 
two  Senators,  are  of  such  comprehensive  meaning 
M  to  confer  on  Congress  unlimited  power  to  do  as 
they  please  with  the  poblic  lands.  •<» 

But  it  seems  that,  $o  soon  as  I  had  availed  my> 
self  of  this  comprehensive  term,  it  forthwith  con* 
traded  to  the  narrowest  limits.  I  was  told  the 
lands  eonid  not  be  disposed  of  to  the  Slates.  Why 
nolt  Tbey  can  be  dispo-ed  of  lo  individaaU,  and 
to  companies  of  individuals,  and  whjr^ot  to  that 
company  or  eommnnity  of  individuals  which  con- 
stitates  a  Siatet   Can  any  good  reason  be  assigned? 

I  am  next  told  that  we  may  dispose  of  them 
absolattly,  hot  not  conditionally.  I  again 're- 
peat the  question — why  noit  What  is  it  that 
limits  onr  power?  We  can  dispose  of  the  lands 
to  individnals  on  condition,  of  which  (here  are 
striking  insunces  in  lands  containing  lead  mines. 
They  are  leased  for  a  term  cf  years  on  con- 
dition that  one-teoih  of  the  lead  be  paid  lo 
the  Qovernment  in  kind.  If  this  can  be  done  for  a 
term  of  jeais,  what  isto.prevent  it  from  bieing 
done  forever,  on  the  same  condiiiou?  And,  if  so, 
why  may  we  not  pre^iiba  the  rules  on  which  the 
mines  shall  be  workeOI  If  all  this  can  be  done  in 
the  case  of  individuals,  what  is  lo  prevent  ii  from 
disponing  of  the  public  lauds  to  the  States,  on  the 
conditions  propo.>e^,  and  to  prefcribe  the  rules  to  be 
observed  by  them  in  the  iaies  aiul  management — 
that  is,  to  adopt  the  measure  I  have  proposed? 

It  is  next  objecud,  Ibitt  it  is  not  a  dtposiiinn  of 
the  lands,  but  meiely  a  transfer  of  the  administra- 
tion of  ihem  to  the  Slates.  I  deny  the  fact.  It  is 
intended,  and  is  in  reality,  a  condiiionat  disposition 
or  sale  to  the  Sia'es.  Bat  if  it  were  otherwise,  and 
as  supposed,  I  9t)s,  what  is  there  to  prevent  Con- 
gress from  di^po^ing  of  t'le  lands  by  an  agency,  or 
to  empty  the  Slates  as  the  agrni,  tnd  prescribe  the 
rules  by  which  ihey  shall  be  disponed  of?  I  can 
see  no  volid  objeciicn  to  (uch  arrangement;  lot  do 
not  deem  it  necessary  to  discpss  the  point,  because 
the  fact  is  not  as  is  supposed. 

"Then  follows  (he  oijectioit  that  it  wonid  create 
the  relation  of  creditor  aad  debtor  between  this  Qo- 
rernment  and  the  States.  Admit  it  to  be  the  fact; 
I  ask,  is  that  relation  more  objectionable,  or  as 
much  so,  as  that  which  now  exists,  of  landlord  and 
tenan',  growing  out  of  ownership  and  adminis- 
tration in  this  Government  of  so  large  a  part 
r(  the  domain  of  these  States — a  relation  which 
Is  the  parent  of  so  many  evils  both  to  them 
juid  VlA  But,  to  pat  an  end  to  tbi  objection,  1 
have,  on  the  suggestion  of  some  of  the  members 
from  the  new  States,  so  modified  my  proposi- 
tion as  to  provide  that  the  Bixty-five  per  cent,  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  coming  to  the  Oovem- 
ment,  shall  be  paid  directly  to  its  own  officers — 
say  the  marshals  in  each  of  the  S^tes.  Now,  1 
|itt  ttM  opponent!  of  the  mcaetue  to  ^oin  me,  and, 


by  the  cession,  to  pat  an  end,  in  the  only  way  it 
can  be  done,  to  the  «lill  more  objectionable  relation 
ol  landlord  and  jtenant  between  this  Government 
and  the  Slates. 

It  is  further  objected,  that  it  would  not  settle  (he 
qoestion.  it  is  said,  if  we  cede  the  lands,  the  next 
demand  would  be  to  relinquish  that  portion  of  the 
proceeds  of  their  sales  which  is'  to  be  paid  to  the 
Oovernment;  that  concession  would  have  to  follow 
concession,  till  the  whole  would  be  lost.  This,  sir, 
is  the  old  answer  which  the  advocates  ot  existing 
abases  are  ever  ready  to  give  those  who  complain. 
It  is  the  answer  of  Lord  North  in  the  controversy 
which  led  to  our  Revolution.  He  refused  to  yield 
the  disputed  right  of  taxing  the  colonies,  on  the 
ground  that  lo  yie'd  would  not  satisfy  ihem.  If 
taxation  was  surrendered,  be  said,  it  wcnid  not  set- 
tle the  question;  that  their  next  demand  would  be 
to  surrender  the  right  of  regulating  their  tsommerce. 
The  result  of  snch  blind  obstinacy  was  the  dis- 
memberment of  the  British  Empire, 

Ther^  is  not  a  featare  which  more  strongly  dis- 
tingnisbes  ihe  firm  and  enligb'entd  statesman  from 
the  obstinate  or  weak,  than  that  of  knowing  when 
it  is  proper  to  make  concession*,  as  the  means-of 
•voiding,  in  the  end,  the  hnmihaiion  of  submission 
on  the  one  hand,  or  the  mortification  of  defeat  on 
the  other;  and  never  was  there  an  occasion,  or  a 
que«tion,  when  it  was  more  politic  than  at  this 
time,  and  on  this  question.  It  may  now  be  made 
with  dignity.  The  question  may  now  be  adjusted 
on  just  and  honorable  terms;  bat,  if  it  be  delayed, 
the  new  Stales  will  decide  ir,  in  a  few  years,  in 
their  own  way,  withoat  asking  our  leave,  by  their 
rapid  relative  increase  in  popalaiion  and  political 
weight. 

Thoy  are  now  anzions  for  a  fairadjostment;  and 
we  n/ay  satisfy  them,  without  making  any  real  sa- 
crifice on  ourp*!'*;  and  it  is  doing  injustice  to  them 
to  supp  se  that,  alter  iMliciting  a  measure  s«  libe- 
ral, and  from  which  tbeywoold  derive  soch  ad- 
vantages, Ihey  woald  suddenly  turn  round  and 
condemn  what  Ihey  had  solicited,  and  make  the 
palpably  nnjoit  demand,  that  we  should  surrender 
the  portion  of  ibe  proceeds  coming  to  the  Oovern- 
ment. There  is  nothing  in  their  past  history  that 
would  warrant  snch  an  imputation  on  their  cha- 
racter. 

It  was  next  objected,  that  the  measure  was  nne- 
qaal;  and  to  prove  it  so,  the  ease  of  Ohio,  which 
has  but  a  small  amount  of  public  lands  within  its 
limits  to  be  disposed  o^  was  cont'SS'ed  with  that 
of  Illinois,  which  has  a  larj;e  aqioani;  and,  be- 
cause the  portion  of  the  proceeds  to  be  allowed  to 
Ibe  States  (35  per  cent,  of  the  gro<s  amount)  would 
be  small  in  the  case  of  the  former,  when  coinpared 
with  that  of  the  latter,  the  mpa.snre  is  prononncrd. 
nnrqual  and  unjust.  If  it  wrre  a  scheme  of  i'lsxti- 
bution,  as  has  been  erroneously  al  exed,  such 
might  be  the  fact;  but  as,  instead  of  that,  it  is  a 
mere  compensation  «r  commission  for  trouble,  ex- 
pense, te<ponsibilities  to  be  incurred,  and  servicer 
rendered,  io  fxr  from  being  unequal,  because  the 
amount  lo  be  received  in  ihe  one  case  was  not 
rqnal  to  that  in  Ihe  other,  it  is  precisely  the  reverse. 
Equality  of  compensation  for  rqgal  expense  and 
service,  is  equal;  but  eqtialiiy  for  unequal  expense 
and  service,  would  be  glaringly  unequal;  an'f,  bad 
I  proposed  t'l  allow  Ohio  the  ratae  amount  of  com- 
pentaiion  for  Ihe  expense  and  trouble  of  managing 
the  sma'l  portion  of  ihe  public  domain  in  her  li- 
mits, as  that  to  be  allowed  to  Illinois  for  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  large  portion  within  hers,  instead 
of  allowing  a  compensation  to  each  propoitioned 
o  their  respective  eipf  nses  and  services,  it  would, 
so  far  from  being  rqual,  have  been"  grossly  une- 
qual, and  would  hav(  been  so  pronoanetd  by  those 
who  now  make  this  ol  jf  ction. 

In  Ibis  connPCtion>  1  mu-st  say  ihit  I  cannot  bat 
regret  that  the  Senator  fiom  Ohio,  [Mr.  Allen,]  in 
answer  to  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cliv] 
on  this  alleged  inequality  between  Ohio  and  Illinois, 
did  not  meet  him,  by  denying  the  irnth  of  his  alle- 
gation, instead  of  the  manner  he  did;  which  had, 
to  say  the  least,  the  appearance  of  sustaining  the 
side  to  which  he  is  most  opposed,  against  that  to 
which  bfe  is  less. 

[Mr.  Allem  rose  to  explain.  Mr.  CiLHoi7Nsaid 
he  did  not  doubt  (hat  the  Senator  ^ave  ihe  true 


explanation  of  his  vole,  bat  did  not  think  it  was 
called  fur  at  the  time,  and  that  the  effect  wm  as  ba 
had  dated.] 

Anoher  objection  was,  tbauit  did  not  extend  ut 
the  Territories.  This  objection  bad  the  adveoiace 
(what  few  others  bad)  of  being  founded  in  fad,  bu 
was  unfounded  in  reason.  Had  il  been  exteaded 
to  tbem,.it  would  have  gone  beyond  the  miaebier, 
and  would  have  been  wholly  improper.  The  enl, 
I  repeat,  originates  in  the  fact  of  Ihe  Gk>TentiBeat 
being  the  owner  aad  administrator  of  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  domkin  of  nine  Stales  of  the  Unita, 
(being  more  than  one-third  of  ihe  whole;)  and  mast 
increase,  so  long  as  it  lemains,  with  ibe  increased 
nnmber  and  relative  weight  of  Xbt  new  Slakt. 
They  will  soon  be  increased  to  twelve,  t>y  ibe  ad> 
jnission  of  the  three  Territories,  with  a  correspoad- 
ing  increase  of  weight  in  the  Government.  The 
Territories,  oi^  Ihe  contrary,  are  withoat  poUlieal 
weight;  and,  of  coarse,  with  the  object  in  view,  it 
would  have  been  preposterous  to  have  iaeladed 
them. 

As  li  tie  force  is  there  in  the  objection,  that  aoaaa 
of  the  Siftles  would  not  accept  of  the  eession.  I4 
is  possil^le  that  Onio  and  Indiana  might  not;  bat 
not  probable,  as  the  amount  of  public  land  wiihia 
their  borders  is  inconsiderable.  But  what  of  ximO 
Should  it  prove  to  be  the  ease,  what  possible  iajaiy 
could  result?  The  fact  of  not  accepting  wonhl  be 
proof  conclusive  that  the  evil  -to  be  removed  acted 
with  but  little  relative  foice  in  either;  and  ifaat  iht 
old  system  might  be  left  to  go  on  quietly  in  boili, 
until  the. land  within  their  .limits  was  all  disposed 
of.  But  the  case  is  very  different  in  Jhe  ether  »e- 
ven.  In  Ihem,  it  is  in  active  operation;  and  ibcy 
would  gladly  accept  of  the  cessit  n,  as  the  only  re- 
medy that  can  teach  the  disease,  conaisienUy  with 
Ihe  interests  of  all  concerned. 

I  rome  now  to  the  final  objection — that  the  buid 
system  is  working  well,  and  that  we  ought  lo  adhere 
to  the  old  maxim,  "Lei  well  enough  alone."  I 
say  the  final,  as  it  is  the  last  i  recollect.  If  (as  is 
possible— I  took  no  notes)  I  have  omitted  to  notiee 
any  objection  m<te  by  the  opponents  of  the  mea- 
sure, I  call  on  them  to  name  it  now,  thai  t  may  aa- 
swer  it  befote  I  proceed  lo  notice  the  «Be  jtui 
stated. 

When  I  first  addressed  (be  Senate  on  this  sub- 
ject, at  the  opening  of  the  discnsaion,  I  admitted 
that  the  system  worked  well  at  first,  bat  1  mast 
limit  the  admission  to  its  earl -est  stages.  From  Ibe 
beginning,  it  contained  within  itself  the  seeds  of 
mighty  disorders,  and  of  great  evils  to  the  coontry, 
if  nothing  should  be  done  to  avert  ihem-  If  I  d« 
not  greatly  mistake  the  tendency  of  the  sy.'^tem  as  it 
stands,  it  is  to  ext'nguisli  the  Indian  titles  far  mots 
rapidly  than  the  <Iemands  of  our  inctreaaing  popa- 
laiion require,  and  to  disperse  oar  populatiun  over 
a  larger  space  than  is  desirable  for  the  good  of  ihe 
ooun'ry.  That  the  former  of  tlicseevUs  exisM  ia 
reality,  the  proof  is  oondisive;  and  that  il  is  ab«a> 
dy^(he  caoje  of  moch  difficalty  and  danger,  aad 
that  both  are  lapidly  on.  the  incxeaae,  se 
as  to  threaten  the  loss  of  the  lands  ibemselves,  I 
have,  I  trust,  conclusively  shown  in  my  fonufr  re- 
marks. It  is  sufficient  here  lo  repeal,  ia  otdet  Is 
show  thai  (he  Indian  title  has  been  loo  ra^ndly  ei- 
tingnished,  that  the  Govetament  has  sold,  from  ihs 
beginning  of  the  system,  (now  almost  halface» 
tury,)  but  Jiitie  more  than  eighty  millions  of  aoies; 
and  that  not  less  than  twenty  millions,  probably, 
are.  held  by  large  holders,  who  purchased  on  specs* 
lation  to  sell  again;  making,  the  acliul  deatand  (at 
land  for  settlement  not  exceeding,  probably,  aixiy 
millions  in  that  long  period  of  lime.  Bu',  dnriag 
the  same  pericd,  the  Indian  tit!e  has  been  cxiia* 
guished  to  about  three  hundred  and .  twenty  Bit- 
lions  of  acre<.-,  of  which  abont  two  bnadredaad 
twenty  six  millions  remain  unsold — exceediag  fooi^ 
fold  the  demand  /or  lands  in  conseqnenee  of  the 
increase  tf  our  populatiun.  Such  is  (he  faeL  T« 
what  cauie  is  it  to  be  attribuledl  <  I  .feet  eonftdeat 
it  will  be  principally  foand  in  the  land  uj^n 
iue>f, '  which  has  been  so  indiscrininately  ftimk 
during  the  discussion. 

But,  before  I  proceed  to  assign  my  reasoas,  it 
will  be  proper  to  pause  and  reflect  on  the  iaflOCMS 
that  the  occupation  of  the  abjogines,  whoaa  we 
are  so  rapidly  ex{>elling,  has  had,  (hr^agh  ihe  ays- 
teriou  dispeasaiioa  of  ProTidenoe,  tn  th«  pro>p»i 
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rfty  and  greatness  of  oar  eoanny.  They  were 
fttdteiy  in  the  eonditioD  most  favorable  u>  that 
Bod«  of  seitlement  which  was  best  caleolated  to 
Mcora  liberty,-  eirilizaiion,  and  properiiy.  Had 
hey  been  more  nameroos  or  powerfol,  the  settle- 
nenl  of  oar  oonntry  would  either  not  have  been 
nade  at  all,  or  would  have  bren  by  the  ini> 
nedlaie  aganey  and  soperinteBdenee  Of  the  Qo- 
remmrn',  with  a  force  not  only  soffieient  to  expel 
>r  snbjogate  ibe  aborigines,  (as  in  Mexico  by  (he 
i|Mniiif£,  and  Hindos'an  by  the  Eojglish,)  but  alM> 
oAeient  to  keep  the  colonies  in  sobjeeiion. 
Bow  great  a  eh«nfe  saeh  a  mode  of  settlement 
ronld  have  made  in  the  d«»tiny  of  oar  eoantry,'is 
lot  necessary  to  be  explained  on  this  occasion. 
}«!,'•$  it  was,  they  were  not  too  strong  to  prevent 
ctilement  by  hardy  and  enterprising  emigrants, 
aspired,  in  some  instances,  with  a  holy  zeal  to 
>r('8erve  their  religioas  faiih  iaits  parity;  in  others, 
»y  the  lore  of  adveninre  and  gain;  and  in  a'.l,  wiih 
I  devotion  to  liberty.  It  is  to  seulemenis  formed 
ly  individuate  ao  inflnenced,  and  thrown,  from  the 
leginning,  on  their  own  resources  almost  ezdo- 
lively,  tluit  we  owe  onr  enterprise,  energy,  love  of 
ibtrty,  and  eapaoity  for  self-govenunent. 

Bat  there  is  another  consideration,  not  less  im* 
wrtant,  eonneeted  with  the  oeeapancy  and  eondi- 
ioa  of  the  aborigines.  Had  they  sot  exiaied  at 
kll,  or  been  too  weak  to  prevent  onr  people  from 
pnading  oat  over  the  vast  extent  of  the  continent, 
sitboat  rrsiataaee,  or  resistance  too  feeble  to  keep 
hem  wlUiiB  modentie  limits,  in  the  rapid  and  wide 
tntfipread  aftergame,  pastarace,  or  choice  rpots  on 
•hich  ti  settle  down,  the  far  larger  pssriit^n  would 
lave  lost  allthe  arts  of  eivilizH  Ijfr,  and  become 
\ene  herdsmen  and  barbarians,  like  onr  ancestors; 
>nd  like  them,  in  their  frequent  inandations  over 
oothrrn  Asia  and  Europe,  would  have  oveiflowrd 


ad  de.<:«*atetl  ti-e  eivilixsd  agricnitaral  and  com- 
tereial  settlements  along  the  coast,  ezcefiiai'  such 
M  might  be  protected  by  walls  and  fonific^tions. 


It  is  to  this  fortunate  cnmbination  of  facts  con- 
lected  with  the  aboriginal  population,  that  they 
rerc  not  strong  enough  to  prevent  settlements  in 
be  manner  they  were  actually  formed,  while  they 
rere  stiflBciently  strong  to  prevent  the  loo  rapid 
preadof  onr  population  over  the  continent,  that 
re  owe,  in  a  great  measure,  our  wonderfol  suc- 
ess.  A  change  in  cither  the  one  or  the  other  would 
ave  changed  entirely,  in  all  probability,  the  desti- 
y  of  our  coantry. 

The  bearing  of  this  dig^eision  on  the  point  under 
onsideration  will  he  readily  perceivsd.  We  liav« 
rown,  indeed,  to  be  so  powerful,  that  the  aborigi- 
ea  can  no  longer  resitl  us  by  force,  and  when 
liere  is  no  danger  that  the  arts  of  civilized  life 
ronld  be  lost  by  the  spreading  out  of  our  popula- 
ioa;  bat  the  aboriginal  population  would  not 
lierefore  cease  to  prrrorm  an  important  function 
a  ooi  fatare  growth  and  prosperity,  if  properly 
rented.  They  aie  the  land  wardens  or  keepers  of 
ar  pablie  demain,  nniil  our  growth  and  increase 
if  population  require  it,  as  the  means  of  new  settle- 
nenia.  Bat  till  then,  onr  interests,  no  less  than 
iMtica  to  them,  rcqoire  that  their  occupancy  should 
oatinae;  and  if  the  extinguishment  of  their  title 
liotiUl  continoe  to  outrun  the  regular  demand  of 
or  popnlaticn  for  settlement,  as  rapidly  in  pro- 
ortioo  hereafter,  as  it  has  herttofore,  it  is  difficult 
I  conceive  the  coorusirn  and  difficoity  which 
inst  follow.  Those  we  now  experience  are  no- 
ling  to  Ihcxe  which  would  come.  That  tnch 
lOst,  howev-tr,  prove  to  be  the  case,  to  a  great  ex- 
at,  if  onr  land  sys'em  continue  as  it  is,  I  hold  to 
t  certain.  The  caoFe,  as  1  have  said,  is  itiherent 
I  the  sysiein  as  it  exist.-';  and,  ifnot  corrected,  will 
npal  onr  population,  by  its  necesuiry  operation, 
om  the  Slates  to  the  Territories,  and  from  them  lo 
w  Indian  possessioos;  which  I  shitU  now  proceed 
>  explain. 

The  system,  as  it  now  stands,  embraces  three 
owerfnl  causes,  all  of  which  conspire  to  pro- 
oce  these  results:  pre-emption,  as  proposed  by 
Itis  bill,  before  survey  and  sale ;  the  anc- 
on  •ystem,  under  its  actual  operation;  and  a  fixed 
linliBiun  for  all  the  lands,  be  the  quality  or 
Ike  time  which  they  have  been  offered  for  Mle 
>b«t  they  may.    They  act  together,  and  joutt- 


ty  ooniribDte  lo  the  results,  I  have  attributed  to 
them. 

My  frienls  from  the  new  Stales,  who  are 
so  much  attached  to  pre-emption,  as  proposed  by 
this  bill,  must  excuse  me  for  speaking  my  opi- 
nion freely  of  their  favorite  msasure.  The  con- 
sequences involved  an  too  important  to  keep  si- 
knee. 

What,  then,  is  Ihe  pre-emption  principle?  and 
h7W  does  it  operate  as  a  pan  of  the  existing  land 
sysiemi  It  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  to  say  to 
every  one,'when  the  Indian  title  is  extinguished  to 
anew  portion  of  the  public  domain,  that  you  may 
go,  and  search,  and  take  all  the  choice  parts,  the 
fertile  spots,  the  favorable  localitic!>,  the  town  sites, 
or  whatever  other  advantages  any  portion  may 
possess,  at  1 1  35  per  acre;  and  that  not  to  hs  paid 
till  the  lands  are  oflfered  at  auction,  which  may 
be  many  years  thereafter.  What,  then,  is  its 
operation,  bat  to  give  pick  and  choice  of  the 
public  domain  to  the  active  and  enterprising,  who 
are  best  acquainted  with  the  tract  oi  coantry  to 
which  the  Indian  title  is  extinguished,  with  the 
speculating  capitalists,  who  may  chooie  to  as- 
sociate with  Ihemi  If  is  like  sprea<'ing  out  a 
large  table,  having  a  few  choice  and  costly  di'^es 
intermixed  with  ordinary  fare,  and  opening  the 
door  to  the  strong,  and  the  few  that  may  be  near- 
est to  rush  in  and  select  the  best  dishes  for  ihein: 
selves,  before  the  others  at  a  distance  can  enter 
and  partiei^ate.  And  can  we  wonder,  with  such 
advantages,  that  there  should  be  an  active  and 
powerful  interest  constantly  at  work  to  extin- 
guish the  titles  of  the  Indians  in  rapid  snccession, 
without  regard  to  the  demand  of  our  increasing, 
popalatioo;  to  spread  out  table  after  table,  that 
the  may  go'ge  their  appetites  on  the  cho'cest  dishes, 
and  slake  thetr  thirst  with  the  most  e  stiy  wines; 
leaving  the  ordinary  fare,  with  the  crumtis  and 
bones,  to  the  rest  of  the  communityt 

Bat  this  is  not  all.  After  this  picking  and  choos- 
ing, under  the  pre-imption,  as  it  has  heretofore 
operated,  and  wh  ch  it  is  now  proposed  to  make 
prospective  and  perpetual,  cemes  the  auetioa  sys- 
tem, ihit  is,  the  sales  of  the  laud^  at  vendue  t«  the 
highest  bidder.  Nothing  could  be  more  just  and 
equal,  if  fairly  carried  out;  but  it  is  notorious  that 
the  very  opposite  is  the  case  nnder  its  actual  ope- 
ration. Instead  of  leaviag  the  lands  to  be  disposed 
of  to  the  bids  of  individuals,  according  to  their  con- 
ception of  the  value  of  each  trpct,  the  whole  is  ar- 
ranged beforehand,  hg  eombimuiofu  of  foverful  and 
wetUhf  indiviitiui/*,  to  take  Ibe  choice  of  the  laijds 
left  by  the  pre-empiioners,  and  to  run  down  all  in- 
dividual  competition,  so  that  no  one  can  obtain 
what  he  wants  without  joining  them;  and  thus 
another  powerful  interest  is  united  with  the  form-r, 
to  eztingnish  the  Indian  title — to  spread  out  another 
table. 

The  next  features  of  the  system  so  much  lauded 
operates  the  same  way — I  refer  to  what  is  called 
the  mmimnm  price;  that  is,  of  fixing  one  invaria- 
ble price  of  $1  95  an  acre  for  all  lands  not  sold  at 
auction,  without  regard,  as  has  been  said,  to  qnality, 
or  the  time  it  has  been  ia  maiket.  The  effect  of 
this,  tf  ith  a  quantity  on  band  to  which  the  Indian 
title  is  eztingnished  so  far  exceeding  the  demand' 
of  the  community,  is  to  sink  the  value  of  all  the 
unsold  land  which  has  not  been  offered  at 
auction,  to  a  price  below  the  minimum,  except 
a  small  portion  of  the  best,  whieh  is  annu- 
ally purchased.  T^king  the  aggregate  of  the 
whole  of  the  Unds  in  the  new  States,  it  wonld, 
according  to  its  estimated  present  value  by 
the  Ckimmiltee  on  the  Public  Landf,  not  be  worth, 
on  an  average,  more  than  16i  cents  per  acre.  The 
result  is,  that  no  one  is  willing  to  give  the  mirimtim 
for  the  inferior  or  less  valuable  portion.  Hence 
comes  that  great  and  growing  evil,  of  occupancy 
without  purchasing;  which  threatens, the  lo's  of  the 
public  domain,  unless  arrested  by  some  speedy  and 
decisive  remedy.  It  has  already  extended  far  be- 
yond what  i«  thought  of  by  those  who  hare  not 
k>oked  into  the  subject,  and  is  still  rapidly  pro- 
gressing. I  have  taken  some  pains  lo  awerlaiu  lo 
what  extent  it  has  extended  in  two  of  the  States 
—Illinois  and  Alabama.  It  is  probable  that  there 
are  not  less  than  thirty  thousand  voters  in  those 
Staw,  residiDgon  p«hlie  lands  us  mere  oocnpanis, 


without  title.  In  a  single  Congressional  district  in 
Alabama,  there  are,  by  estimaie,  six  thomand  vo« 
ters.  But,  -  as  great  as  this  evil  is,  it  is  not  all. 
The  fixed  minimnm  price  co-operates  wiih  the  pt«- 
emption  and  aiKiion  systems  to  impel  emigrants, 
eepicallyrf  the  more  wealthy  class,  to  turn  from 
the  Stales  to  the  Territories,  whwe  the  land  has 
bebn  less  culled  over;  and  from  the  Territories  to  ' 
the  Indian  lands,  for  the  same  reawn;  thus  urging 
forward  our  populatioa  farther  and  farther,  and 
driving  before  them  the  Indian  tribes,  unmindful 
of  the  dispensation  of  a  kind  Providence,  which 
placed  them  as  a  restraint  on  Ihe  loo  rapid  disper- 
sion  of  onr  population. 

There  is  another  and  powerful  cause  co-operat* 
ing  to  the  same  result,  which  must  not  be  |W5sed 
unnoticed.  I  refer  to  the  vast  expenditures  in 
Ihe  last  twelve  or  fifteea  years,  in  holding  treaties 
with  the  Indians,  and  in  extinguishing  their  titles, 
including  reservations,  and  removing  them  to  the 
West;  equaling,  in  some  instances,  the  fee-simple 
valne  of  the  lands,  and  in  many  others  not  much 
less.  These  immense  expenditures,  amount- 
ing, in  the  period  specified,  I  know  nut  to  how 
many  millions,  (not  less,  certainly,  than  forty  or 
fifty,)  have  made  such  treaties  a  great  money 
making  affair,  the  profits  of  which  have  been  di- 
vided between  influential  Indian  chieftains  and 
their  White  associate*,  and  have  greatly  contributed 
not  only  to  increase  the  force  of  the  other  causes  ia 
the  too  rapid  extinguishment  of  Indian  titles,  but  lo 
diffuse  widely  the  baneful  spirit  of  speculation. 

Sadi  are  the  inherent  defects  of  the  sys^m,  and  ' 
the  results  to  which  they  have  led,  and  must  conti- 
nue to  lead,  so  long  as  it  can  find  subjects  ou  which 
to  operate,  if  not  remedied.  The  measure  I  have 
proposed  would  apply  an  efficient  remedy,  as  far 
as  the  pub'ic  lands  in  the  new  Sla'es  are'concemed. 
The  combined  action  of  .eraduaiion  and  preemp- 
tion  applied  to  lands  whirh  have  been  offered  for 
sale,  a*,  provided  for  by  the  amendir.eol  I  offered, 
wonld,  in  a  few  years,  convert  the  occupants  with- 
out  title  in^o  freeholders;  while,  at  the  same  time,  it 
would  tend  powerfully  to  prevent  the  population  of 
Ihe  new  States  from  emigrating,  and  turn  towards 
those  the  tide  of  emigration  from  the  old  Stales,  and, 
lo  the  same  extent,  counteract  the  too  rapid  spread- 
ing out  of  our  population,  aad  extinguishment  of 
the  titles  of  the  Indians.  Bat  nothing  can  effectu- 
ally remedy  the  defects  of  the  system,  but  a  radical 
jchange.  What  that  ought  to  be,  would  require 
much  reflection  to  determine  salisfaetorily;  but  it 
seems  to  me,  on  the  best  refltciion  I  can  gPve  it, 
that  if,  in  ;iea  of  poblio  sales  at  aoetion,  a  system 
af  graduation  an )  rre  emption  had  been  introduced 
from  the  first,  fixiojc  a  maximum  price  suffi- 
ciently high  when  the  lands  are  first  offered  for 
sale,  and  descending  eradually,  at  short  intervals 
of  one  or  two  years,  to  the  present  minimum  price, 
and  then  in  the  manner  proposed  in  the  measure 
which  1  have  brought  forward,  giving  the  right  of 
prr-«mpiirn  at  every  staee,  from  fir^t  to  last,  to  the 
settlers,  it  would  have  ;, verted  moM  of  the  evilt  in- 
cident to  the  present  system,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
have  increastd  the  revenue  froai  the  lands.  It 
wou^d  have  checked  the  spirit  of  speculation,  con- 
centrated our  popnlaiion  within  the  proper  limits, 
prevened  the  too  rapid  exiiognishment  of  Indian 
titles,  and  terminated  our  owoer'bip  and  adminis- 
tration of  the  lands  in  ll.c  new  Stales,  by  disposing 
cf  tht  m  within  a  m(  derate  period  of  time,  and  pre* 
vented  most  of  the  mi>chievouscon8equeno(s  which 
have  been  experienced.  The  introduction  of  such 
a  change,-or  some  such,  founded  on  the  same  prin- 
ciples, in  refsreitfee  to  lands  nut  yet  offered  for  sale 
in  the  Terriioiies,  and  the  portion  of  the  public  do- 
main lying  beyond,  and  lo  which  the  ladian  title  is 
not  yet  extinguished,  would,  in  combination  with 
Ihe  meajute  1  have  proposed,  go  far  lo  restore  Ihe 
system  to  a  healthy  action,  and  put  a  s'op  to  the 
farther  progress  of  the  evil,  and  remedy,  in  a  great 
measure,  those  already  caused.  I  throw  out  these 
snggesiions  for  reflection,  without  intending  to  pro- 
pose any  other  measuie,  except  the  one  I  hare 
already.  /  ^ 

[Mr.  MiiifoirM  nit^S4'T?^»i^H'««*^ 
the  residue  of  Mr.'C^Laonii's,  noticinghis  remarkSi 
is  omitted.— RxroBTxa.] 


i 


140 


SQtb  Coxo'«"2»dSms. 


AJPPBtrDTt  TO  tttE  CONGRESSlbJf AL  GLOBB. 

Treatury  Note  Bill — Mr.  Reytmdt. 


At  the  eonelasioB  of  the  debate,  and  jut  before 
the  T«te  was  taken  on  bis  proposition  lo  dispose  of 
the  public  lands  to  the  new  Slates  ia  which  ibey 
an  simated,  upon  certa'n  conditions,  Mr.  Cil- 
BOOM  rote  in  his  place,  and  read  from  Gales  and 
'  Se»ton^  Register  of  Debates,  in'Stipport  of  his  po- 
•iikui,  the  followiog  eitraei  from  the  speech  of 
Mr.  John  Randolph,  of  Tii^ginia,  in  the  Senate  of 
the  Uniied  S  ates,  in  March,  183C.  in  reply  lo  Ge- 
aeral  Harrison,  in  Ohio;  the  inbjeet  of  the  Cam- 
berland  read  beinc  nnder  cossiderationt 

"tb.  Raodolpli  acsio  roM,  uid  nid:  The  geodemtn  k  in» 
lakaa  if  he  auppoMt  Uiat  I  iMgnidge  (he  paopla  rrom  Ohio  lbs 
luidi  wtlliin  tna  liodr  of  Ohio.  I  wbh  tint  ererjr  naw  Suu 
bad  an  tiM  Itadt  wiuiia  tha  Stata,  Uiai,  ia  dia  aiiapa  of  racairar- 
alUpa  and  odiar  waya,  ihaaa  Btaua  might  not  ba  Diouchi  under 
tha  Intllianea  orihb  ten  milea  nuaie.  In  otiiar  wordik  I  wiah 
llMtall  ihapatronaca  of  tha  land  olBca  waa  in  theliaiidsor  tha 
bdtridnal  walaa,  and  not  in  the  haoda  of  iha  Oanaral  Gonrn- 
roant.  I  am  the  friend  ofSuia  rigbUi  aad  will  cut  down  the 
paiJt>n»(eortfai<(3anaraiaorenimenl,wliicl>  liaa  IncraaMd,  ia 
IncraMinr,  and  maetliadiminiahad;  or  we,  iIm  Stttaa,  ahall  ba 
pot  only  worn  ofour  baama,'air,bui'aboliahadqaiia.'" 

Mr.  BaHTOif  then  ro^,  and  read  thi!  following 
extract  from  a  speech  of  Mr.  Van  Boren  on  the 
same  snbjrct,  delirered  in  tbe  Senate  on  (he  I8ih 
of  May,  1826: 

"Ut.  Van  Buran  said:  Tha  snhject  of  tha  public  ianda  waa 
bacoming  dailr  mora  and  roota  interaating,  and  wonld  occupy 
auMh  time  in  kaialatian.  It  extended  tbe  patronage  of  the  do- 
TammentOTertneae  Sutea  to  a  great  eztaol;  it  aubjeeied  the 
Biaiaa  in  which  tlioaa  ianda  ware  «itaated  to  an  nnwite  and  un- 
profllabladapandenca  on  tha  Federal  aoTemment.  Mr.  V.  B. 
aaU  he  ahonid  rota  for  arary  oil  on  tliat  autijeci,  u  eiisble 
Ihero  at  aoma  (bture  day  to  act  undetaiandlngly  on  it.  No  man 
eouid  render  the  country  a  greater  eenrice  than  lie  wh«  ahonid 
darlae  aome  plan  by  wbich  tha  United  Biaiea  might  be  reliered 
ftoo  the  ownarriilp  of  thia  property,  by  same  equitable  mode. 
He  would  rote  for  a  propoaliioa  to  rest  ilw  Ianda  in  Iha  Suiea 
in  wUeh  they  aiood,  on  aoma  jual  and  equitable  larma  aa  re- 
lalad  10  the  other  Staiaa  of  Iha  Conli>dency.  Ha  hoped  that, 
after  tiaring  full  information  on  tha  auljeci,  ihey  would  ba  able 
to  atTect  that  great  obfect.  He  baliarad  thai  if  Ihoae  Ianda  were 
diapoaed  af  at  anca  to  iha  aarerai  Blatea,  it  would  be  aaiiafac- 
torytoaii.*' 

Mr.  BsHTOH  also  read  from  the  Senate  Jonmal 
of  May  90,  1826,  the  following  motion,  as  hatriog 
been  snbmined  by  Mr.  Tazetrell  of  Virginia  to  the 
effect  a^  stated: 

'Mr.  Tazewell  anbmiued  die  following  motioa: 

"Re—lved,  That  it  ia  expedient  lor  the  United  Statea  to  cade 
and  aurraadar  to  tha  aarefal  Sialaa,  within  whoae  llmiu  the 
aamemaybe  aituaiad,  all  tlteright,  title,  and  iotereat  of  the 
Vnited  Sialea,  to  any  Ianda  lying  and  lieing  within  the  Innnda- 
riea  of  auch  Statae,  rcapactiTeiy,  upon  auch  ternia  and  condi. 
tlooa  aa  may  ba  cooatHant  with  the  due  otaaanranea  of  tha  pub- 
lic faith,  and  with  tlia  geneiml  interaai  of  tlie  United  S.aiaa." 

On  the  sobject  of  graduaiing  the  price  of  the 
pnblio  laodii,  Mr.  Tazevell  said,  in  1828,  in  his 
place  in  the  Senate: 

"That  ha  waa  pleaaed  with  the  plan  of  the  gentleman  IWim 
Wawuri,  [Mr.  BntroNrbut  he  thouiht  it  ought  to  extend  far- 
ther. JTe  woulJ  widh  ia  have  the  arriinfif^ment  aomethlnK  like 
tlii':  while  the  laniij  are  at  the  bi^heet  iiimitnum,  ooe  dollar, 
allow  ttte  actual  eeti'^rs  to  have  the  prc.omption  right  n  seven. 
ty^lva  eanta:  when  they  are  atserenty  fire  centa,  allow  actual 
aattiara  to  enter  them  at  fifty  renu,  and  so  on  down  to  the  low. 
eac  Thia,  lie  thnusht,  would  be  productive  of  a  eood  elPrct,  aa 
It  would  Iw  a  rnnti'nupd  cnrouragemeiu  to  acltial  aettlera,  and 
giro  iliaiii  an  advantage  over  other  purclkaaera." 

Afiier  tbe  reading  of  these  rxtracia;  the  vote 
was  taken  on  Mr.  CaLnouN's  proposition  as 
mibmitted  by  Mr.  Ykdkq,  and  resulted  ai  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Haa*.  Allen  and  Tappan  of  Ohio,  Anderaon  and 
NIchelaan  of  Tenneeeee,  Uenlon  and  IJnn  of  Mlnoari.  Calhnua 
af  South  Carolina,  Clay  and  King  of  Alabama,  Fulton  and  Sa. 
Tier  of  Arlianaaa,  Lumpkin  of  Georgia,  Mouton  ami  Nicholaa 
of  Louiaiana,  Norrell  of  Michigan,  Pierce  of  New  (lampehire, 
Roane  of  Virginia,  Robinaon  and  Young  of  lllinoia,  and  Walk, 
arof  MiaalanippI— at). 

NAYS— Meeera.  Batee  and  Wabeier  ofMaaaachunetbi,  Bay- 
ard and  Clayton  ofDetaware,  Buchanan  And  StuntRon  ofPenn. 
aylrania,  Clay  and  (.riitenden  of  Kentucky,  Dixon  and  Knight 
of  Rhode  Iilantl,  Oraliani  and  Hangum  of  North  Carolina, 
Heodeiaonor  Miaai^ippi,  Hubbard  uf  New  llatnpeliire,  Hunt- 
ington and  Smith  of  l^unnedicut,  Ker  ami  Merrirk  uf  Mary- 
land, Phelpa  and  Prentin  of  Vermnnt.  P.irter  of  Michigan. 
Prailon  of  South  Carolina,  RIvea  of  VirrMla,  RuggI  a  and 
Williamaof  Maine,  tjmiih  aad  While  of  Indiana,  Southard  and 
Wall  of  New  Jersey,  and  Tallmadge  and  Wright  of  New 
Tork-31, 

Of  the  aighteen  Senators  from  Ib8  nine  new  Static 
fbarteen  voied  for  tbe  amendment;  and  fonr; 
Mestri'. Smith  and  Wr  tx  if  lodiaoa,  Mr.  Haif- 
mcRsoN  of  Mississippi,  and  Mr  PoRTsa  of  Michi- 
gan, Toted  agai.t&t  it. 

IN  SKNATB  OF  THE  UNITED  STATEfl- 
26th  CoMaxaas  and  2d  aaaaioN,  Janitarv  30in341. 
Submitted  by  Mr.  YOI'NO,  of  lUlnois,  and  onlered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CaLBOOM**  Land  Bill,to  dimaa  of  (he  public  Ianda 
to  tbe  new  Btaiea  in  wb  ieh  they  are  altuated.  ' 

Pnpoaed  by  Mr.  YOUNG  aa  ao  amendment  aiibniuad  by  Mr. 
Cjurrnioaii,  to  recommit,  with  oanain  inatructkua,  tbe  bill 
(8.  38)  "to  eaubllah  a  permanent  proepectiTe  pre-emption 
maih  In  bTor  ^  Mttlars  on  the  public  Ianda  who  shall  in. 
nabh  and  eahirate  the  aama,  and  niaa  a  lot  cabin  thereon," 

Tli:  atiiiM  oat  au  tftat  tha  word  "r»p<w,"  to  lbs  twond 


line,  and  iuacrl  the  followiog  aa  an  am^idmani  to  the  origi- 
nal bill: 

A  proriaiao  to  diapoae  of  the  public  Ianda  within  the  Hinlta 
of  the  new  Staiaa,  to  the  (bUowiag  affect: 

Tbat  all  Iha  public  lands  within  tha  Siatea  of  Alabama,  Ml» 
aiasippi,  Louiaiana,  Arkanaaa,  Miiaouri,  Illinois^  Indiana,  Ohio, 
and  Michieu,  with  tbe  exceptions  of  the  idles  of  fonificationa, 
nary  and  dock  yards,  arsanafa,  magazinea,  and  all  other  public 
buildinga,  ebati,  after  the  thhiieth  day  of  June,  eighlaen  hundnd 
and  forty  two,  )>a  diapoaed  of  to  the  Sialea  within  the  limita  of 
which  they  are  reapeciiTely  aiiuaied,  they  haring  prevlouaiy 
eompllad  with  the  r<4lowiog  cuoditiooa: 

Firat.  That  the  aald  Staiaa  ahall  aevetaQy  paaa  acta,  to  ba 
irreTOcable,  that  they  will  monthly,  aa  the  aafea  of  the  said  Ianda 
ahall  progrsaa,  pay  Into  the  Traaaury  of  the  United  Statea,  at  tiM 
most  oonTsnient  placaa  bf  depoelie,  and  to  auah  oSicar  aa  may 
be  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  eixty-five  per  cent  on  the 
groaa  amount  of  tha  salea  of  such  lands,  including,  under  sales 
grama,  and  dooationa  by  tbe  States,  astimating  iha  lands  at  tha 
MlUog  price  al  tha  time  of  the  grantor  donaiion,  on  orbelbra 
the  licsi  day  of  February  of  each  auceeediog  year. 

Secondly.  Tbat  tbe  minimum  price,  as  now  fixed  by  law.ahali 
remain  unchanged  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  aforeaaid;  but, 
after  that  period,  the  price  may  ba  reduead  by  iba  Statea  re- 
spectively, accurdmg  to  the  following  scale:  all  Ianda  theretofore 
offered  at  public  sale,  and  then  remaining  unsold  tan  yeara  nr 
upward,  preceding  the  tbirtieih  day  of  June  aibresaid,  may  ba 
reduced  by  said  Statea  lo  a  price  not  less  than  one  dollar  par 
acre;  and  all  lands  that  may  hare  been  olTerad  at  public  sale, 
and  remaining  unaold  fifteen  yeaia  or  upward,  preceding  Ilia 
eaid  iblnieih  day  of  June,  aighieeo  haodred  and  (oityHwo,  may 
thereafter  be  reduced  by  aaid  Statea  lo  a  price  not  leas  than 
ssTenty-flTe  centa  per  acre;  and  all  lands  that  may  have  been  of- 
fered al  public  nle,  and  remaining  unsold  twenty  yeara  or  np. 
ward,  preoediog  the  aaid  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eigbteen  hundred 
and  fony.two,  may  than  be  reduced  by  aaid  Stales  to  a  price  not 
less  than  fifty  ceola  per  acre;  and  all  Ianda  that  may  have  been 
olTered  al  public  aale,  and  remainfaig  unaoid  twenty -liTe  yean  or 
upward,  preeadfaig  the  said  IhirtieiE  day  of  June,  aigbiaen  hun- 
dred and  fony.two,  may  thereafter  be  reduced  by  aaid  Sutes  to 
a  price  not  ieasthan  twaoty.fiT*  centa  per  acre;  and  all  I  >nds  that 
may  hare  been  olTerad  at  public  aale,  and  remaining  uoaold 
ihfany  yaaiaor  upward,  pracading  the  aaid  thirtieth  day  of  June, 
eighteen  hundted  and  for.ytwo,  shall  be  ceded  immeiliaiely  lo 
the  Staiaa  in  which  aaid  lands  an  situate:  Provided,  That  ail 
Ianda  which  ahall  remain  unaold  after  having  beenotTared  al 
public  aale  for  ten  yeara,  and  which  do  not  come  under  the 
above  proviaiona,  ahall  be  aobjeet  to  the  prnvisiona  of  preemp- 
t  on,  graduatioa,  and  diapnaiiion  afomald,  al  the  leepecdTe 
pienodi  of  tan,  fifteen,  twenty,  twenty-five,  and  thirty  yeata, 
alter  said  aale,  commencing  Irom  the  explnttioo  of  ten  yeaia 
alter  the  aame  had  been  olTerrd  at  public  sale. 

1  hirrily.  That  iha  la.K]s  shall  ba  subject  to  the  same  legal  anb- 
diriaioniin  thaaaieanlaurveyaa  Is  now  provided  bylaw,  re- 
serving for  each  townabip  and  fractional  lowoahip  the  sizleenih 
aaction,  or  tbe  aobaiituie,  for  tha  ua»«f  achoola,  aa  naretofore  pro- 
Tkied  by  law;  and  the  land  not  yet  oflered  for  sale,  ahall  be  firat 
OlTered  by  the  State  al  public  auction,  except  in  ctsea  of  pre- 
emption, and  be  sold  for  cash  only,  in  the  manner  now  provided 
by  law.  And  any  land  now  or  hereafter  remaining  unsold  after 
the  aama  aliall  hare  been  offered  at  ssle  at  public  auction,  shall 
be  subject  lo  entry  for  cash  only,  according  to  the  graduation 
which  may  lie  fixed  by  the  Slates  respectively,  under  ihe  prori- 
aioaa  of  Ihia  act;  and  that  the  acta  of  Congreaa  which  may  be  in 
force  al  the  lime  of  assenting  lo  ibis  act  simll  remain  unchanjal, 
except  aa  modified  liy  Ihia  act,  unleae  with  the  uaent  of  l5un- 
frees:  Prnided,  That  any  of  aaid  lands  may,  after  they  shall 
bars  heeome  subject  to  private  entry,  be  sold  at  the  option  of 
Iha  porehaaar,  in  quarter  quanar  ■action^  without  any  iimlla- 
lion  whatever. 

Fourth.  Thi«  dispoflitian  oftho  public  l^ndd,  toseiher  with 
the  portion  of  the  mies  bi  tw  retained  by  the  Statre  respective, 
ly,  under  the  provij«lDn9ofUiiaact,shalJhein  full  of  tliofiveper 
cent,  fund,  or  any  part  thereof,  not  already  accrued  to  any  State; 
and  thft  aaid  Slate  shall  be  exclusively  liable  for  all  char^ea 
that  may  hftreafter  arise  froin  the  surveys,  sales,  and  manage. 
mentofUie  public  lands,  and  extinguishaeni  of  Indian  title 
within  tbe  lioiis  of  aaid  duties,  res[)cctirely. 

Fifth.  That,  on  a  failure  lo  comply  with  any  of  the  above 
conditions,  or  a  vlolution  of  the  saine,  oii  the  part  of  any  of  the 
aaid  Stales,  the  cession  herein  made  to  the  Slate  failing  to  com. 
ply  wiihur  violating  said  {conditions,  shall  ba  thereby  n-ndarad 
null  and  void;  and  all  granuor  titles  thereafter  madie  by  aaid 
Siate,  lor  any  ponlon  of  the  public  Ianda  wiihin  the  limits  of 
the  name,  coded  by  this  act,  shall  (m,  and  are  hereby  declared  lo 
be^  null  and  r>>id,  and  of  no  effect  whatever. 

Sao.  2.  And  teit/uTlker  enacled.  That,  upon  erery  redue. 
tioo  in  the  priciM  of  aald  lanls,  which  shall  uke  place  by  the 
graduaiing  proress  of  ihlH  bill,  the  L^gif<1aturea  of  the  si^veral 
Mataa  io  which  tbe  lands  are  situated  shall,  at  their  discretion, 
lure  power  lo  grant  to  the  reeiwciive  occu  ;<ants  or  seulere  up- 
on any  of  s-tld  lands,  righiKof  pre-emption  at  such  graduated  or 
roduced  prices;  which  lifthts  ehnll  extend  to  a  period  of  ninety 
days  from  and  after  ibe  da'es  at  which  tbe  respective  gradua* 
tioos  shall  lake  place;  and  any  lamia  not  taken  up  by  the  rewec. 
liveoscupaiiu  or  setUcrs  within  that  |>crtod,  shall  be  liable  to 
be  entered  nr  purchased  by  any  other  person,  until  tlie  next 
graduation  ur  mluciion  in  price  sIiaII  take  place,  when  it  shall, 
if  not  previously  purchased,  be  seain  eubjert  to  tiie  right  of  pre. 
emption  for  ninety  days,  as  belore;  and  soon,  from  lime  lo 
time,  aa  said  reductions  ehall  take  place. 

Sac.  3.  And  he  UfurlJur  tnacled.  That  whenever  tha  Pre- 
siileot  of  the  United  Suilea  abail  be  officially  notified  that  any 
of  the  Statea  aforesaid  has  paased  an  act  in  compliance  with 
the  above  conditiona,  it  shall  lie  hia  duly,  after  the  thirileih  day 
of  June  aforeaaid,  or  fonhwiih  after  ibe  passage  of  eahi  act,  (if 
paaaad  aiibaequent  to  that  period,  tu  adopt  such  measures  aa  ha 
ahall  think  pioper  to  close  the  land  ollicea,  including  the  survey, 
ing  department,  within  ih«  Hmiia  of  eaid  Bute;  and  that  the 
eommnsionaof  alloBiceracn  n-cted  therewith  shall  expire  on 
a  day  to  lie  fixe't  bv  him,  but  which  day  shall  not  be  beyond  six 
months  after  the  Ihirtietli  day  o'  June  aforesaid,  or,  if  subee. 
quant  thereto,  from  the  day  ba  faoMved  Iha  olDcial  Botiflcailoa 
of  the  paasaga  of  aaid  act. 

Sao-  4.  Andieit  further  enacted,  That  on  auch  notificallaa 
being  made,  the  said  Suile  shall  be  relieved  from  all  com- 
pacia,  acts,  or  ordinaneea,  impaeing  reetrirrions  on  the  right  of 
said  Stale  to  tax  any  Ianda  by  her  authority  subsequent  to  tlia 
aale  thacaot;  ceded  by  thia  act;  and  all  mapa,  thiea,  records^ 

'  boolti,  4Miun«aii^  aad  papcn^  u  ibs6«Rml  LaBdOIDct  at 


Waahln|too,ral«llTalomid  leads,  or  tlspUausibaJ:- 
the  on|Aala ewnoipropeny  be ttas.ime^SirS*?' 
the  order  and  dispeaitlon  of  d»  BtecoiiieTSHff' 
such  mannar  aa  ibe  Ugtalatuieof  niii  gtu.  Z,iL??;" 
appoint.  ^^    '  "^Wa* 

Stataa'withln'iheliilu'JritogS^.tTtJl^**'^ 
(^piiona  eoninerated  in  die  «!«  sectieaef  iKii!£|?'2 
the  same  are  hsraby,  ceded  to  said  SiuB.       ~^™<it« 

Sac.  «.  Andie  U  fitrthtr  enaOeL  tim  ^  j_,. 
cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  tbe  laka,  benbvitrm»i?^^ 
Ibe  United  ftaiea,  shall  bs  «r;5i„7,J3S«h^: 
the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy,  aad  Uw  ei«rt«oii?!i 
fieaiiona  for  the  general  deCnea  of  the  ewam  JSit 
may  by  Uw  haiewlsr  order  aad  diied.  ""^ 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  RETNOLDl 

OF  OLINOIj;  ^ 

In  th*  HtVM  if  Be/nramUlita,  Airan  5  M, 

In  Ci'mmmee  of  Ihe  Whole,  on  He  TieisJi 

note  bill.  ^ 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  addrtssej  lie  ummoeea 

fellows: 

Mr.  CHAiBMiN:  AIthoiifhI«iJiiimtlitri!m(io 
of  tbe  honorable  gentleman  bom  NntkCiniliii, 
[Mr.  IUtner,]  whe  has jna uket  bitmi, fti I 
i»naot  subscribe  to  tha  priaeipln  eultiHJ  ii  I 
many  of  his  r.-marlu.     He  obstmd  kt  toiil  ' 
have  no  coitfiJenes  in  thepiny  tociBitiguilap.  i 
port  the  piinciples  and  doeiiiaei  o(  Suit  i^ 
who  wonld  commit  toeh  pohiial  tins  v  ili^ 
in  the  ease  of  Ihe  Mm  Jmif  ifcdiia. 

Whenever  it  becomes  aeeeatiyio  dins  fv&» 
e«l  subjects  from  the  ttaswia  lUiMo^  I  Uke  iti 
New  Jersey  elections  as  mj  lot,  lo  deaontinit » 
the  people  tbat  one  parly  did  iitbt,uil  the  oiherU  | 
wrong,  in  these  elections.  I  ehup-to  ootrapiiia 
in  the  action  of  iAi>  Iktmf  bsl  lo  me  of  ihe » 
ton  in  New  Jersey  I  think  at  lemtinpcioii, » 
larably  well  fonnded,  m%ht  atbek  Ttaiimja. 
rity  el  the  voles  in  that  eleeUoii  *m  pra  rot  At 
Democrat!;  membrrt,  all  admiL  TteOoniiMrtf 
New  Jeifby,  like  others,  most  binstetuikion 
these  facts;  yet^  nevmhrlen,  be  gin  tkcoeniieat 
and  utU  10  tbe  party  having  tbi  isiioiitjtilTin, 
The&e  being  the  facts  befofc  tbe  Hooteiiibt  at- 
tested eleciion,  the  decision  was  lendeitillili. 
vor-of  the  majority  of  vole  ,  and  ike  pieialBia- 
bersof.  New  Jersey  thereby  oblabtedikiiKtii 
So  soon  as  ttie  prxent  political  eiciieiaaiTiii 
arises  oat  of  other  caozes  in  the  S^aie  of  Ncf  ]» 
sey  subiides,  and  the  people,  in  thiit  C(Xiliii» 
fleeting  moments  shall  act  on  this  ea<e,ikejd 
give  tbe  same  judgment  in  faror  of  lleaijniy 
govrrninf,  as  ihe  HtHiseofRepresenlaiireiiiiiil 
.•ession.  I  might  ask  in  torn  what  woiilil'Si» 
Righs"  eiprct  at  the  bands  of  a  pirij  »bo  nirf 
for  a  minority  to  goveral  Siaie  tnd  Mtrtil li^ 
both  wonlj  bie  in  a  very  precarious  aiouiot.ilsi' 
noriiiet  go7<>in  majoities. 

The  gff  at  teal  c(  New  Jmstt  teemed  b  bn 
'with  some  as  much  power  in  iVis  coiutWTK^ 
phil  sopher'k  stone  with  iis  derotees.  A  stal  »!*■ 
out  the  majority  ought  to  haw  no  noietinsfta 
Ihe  aforesaid  "alone." 

I  will  relate  a  eiae  that  took  place  i»  6s)«»!, 
pel  haps  in  fcuilttl  timet.  I  state  ii,  brow  «l«i<w 
all  aronnd  me,  and  who  nrehonorinjae^i**'-' 
atleotioa,  more  than  I  deferre,  at  lt»5«i»- 

It  had  been  etiabliehed  in  Bnfilaai.it*"*"' 
jos'fce,  and  reconleif,  that  a  c/tiain  pew*  » 
desd.  Afterwards,  it  became  aecessarj,"* 
trial  of  another  caose  in  court,  to  ptove  ibt  W 
of  Ibis  personr  The  record,  and  the  |«»l  wj  f^ 
taehed  lo  it,  we-e  produced  in  conn;  Irallot"'; 
hold  I  at  the  trial  the  won  who  had  b«n  tspf!|^ 
lo  be  dead,  appeared  in  full  life  in  '"Pf'^JJ 
qaesiioo  was,  must  tbe  record  or  the  bm  »■'" 
be  believe.n 

Mr  Chairman,  in  6ur  conBtry  (l"''"')'' 
wonld  rather  believe  the  man  than  the  teo™  * 
val.  In  New  Jersey,  peihapi  wiih  if"! 
might  ^  otherwise. ' 

PLOBIDl  waft. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentlemaa  [Mr.  Birxttji 
day,  and  ihe  Whig  party  on  all  oeeasioiB,cM 
the  Administration  with  remissness  and  «* 
energy  and  capacity  in  carrying  oa  the  fW 
war. 

It  is  often  st&ted  that  '^  -few  eqaan  ud«' 
miserable,  starved  Indians'*  bold  oat  tgaiastw 
power  of  tbe  Uniied  Statesj  "this  ii  4e  e«B* 
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eai  of  all."  TbU  i8  reqniiiog  a  brave  and  effieieiK 
urmy,  commanded  by  as  coorageons  and  gal>aDt 
oSeecs  as  erer  ezitud,'  to  eonqaer  ibe  elements 
tbemselve).  It  is  extremely  eaiy  to  lire  in  gay 
anl  fashionable  society  in  tbe  eiiy  of  Washington, 
amd  make  ipeeehes  against  the  Florida  war,  rather 
than  to  be  wet  and  hnogry,  and  perhaps  sick,  bant- 
ing d>>wii  (be  Indians  in  the  awamps  and  haU' 
meks  of  ibal  eoantiy . 

All  classes  of  troops  have  been  employed  in  this 
servioe  at  varions  timet.  Part  of  tbe  regular 
amy,  with  many  of  the  gallant  officrrs  who  have 
gained  for  themselves  ahd  eoantry  immortal  honor 
10  the  late  war  with  Qieat  Britain,  ha»  been  en- 
ingcd  in  this  service.  Tbey  have  exerted  ih-.i^ 
Mcostomed  bravery  and  energy,  but  without  snc^ 
eess,  as  ibey  were  opposed  by  iosarmoaniable  ob- 
siaelea  Volanteer  corps  ot  citizen  soldiers  were 
also  ealisicd  into  this  Eeiviee,  and  the  same  ie:nli 
attended  their  efforts.  Tb«  brave  and  meritorious 
Gantry  of  Missoari,  with  many  other  jallant  men, 
wen  (lain  in  these  efforts. 

Oat  troops  in  Florida  were  compelled  to  over- 
come enemies  to  wbiiUi  the  Indian  force  was  in- 
■gaiSeant,  and  even  contemptible.  They  were 
fweed  to  war  against  tbe  elemeatif}  the  swamps, 
hammocks,  and  .sickness  of  the  country,  and 
in  the  summer  wera  constrained  to  yirld  tbe 
field  to  malignant  disease  against  wbictt  human 
power  cannot  eoniead.  Many  of  the-e  brave  men 
are  now  Unj^ing.  oot  an  existence  made  wretched 
by  disfse,  contracted  in  this  eouairy  ia  ibe  war. 

"Fbe  ureal  Napoleon  himself,  who  wav  tbe  prodigy 
of  all  human  creation,  and  wa<  at  the  head  uf  the 
finest  army  the  world  ever  Kaw,  wa$  also  defeated 
in  Raasia  by  the  elements.  The  puny  power  of 
aMn  mast  yield  to  the  laws  of  nature.  No  matter 
if  the  man  be  the  greatest  of  his  race,  and  has  eoip- 
■aad  orer  the  greatest  military  nation  that  ever 
etisled,  as  was  the  case  with  Bonaparte;  yet  be 
eaaaot  war  with  saecess  against  tba  laws  of 
Heaven. 

It  i*  doing  the  brave  and  gallant  army  of  the 
Uaitad  States  great  iajustiee  to  make  these  serious 
ehs^ges  against  them,  without  the  least  foandatioa 
wkaterer. 

PBOSCRimOR. 

The  gentleman  flrom  North  Carolina  expresses 
BO  donbt  the  rentiments  of  the  whole  Whig  party, 
that  tbe  diplomatic  corps  of  onr  Oovemment  in 
Karope  will  be  recalled,  and  others  sent  in  their 
pUees. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  know  aot  if  the  Opposition 
party  have  changed  their  principles;  but  they  have 
changed  their  expressions.  Nothing  was  so  horrid 
to  thtm,  last  year,  as  "proscription  fur  opinion's 
sake."  Now,  after  the  election,  it  seems  to  be 
with  them  tbe  only  true  and  orthoiloz  doctrine.  It 
is  strange  how  victories  will  change  expressions. 

It  was  charged  en  the  Administration  that  an 
army  of  office  holders  were  supporting  the  Demo. 
eiaiie  patty,  and  pfforts  were  made  in  both  Bouses 
of  Congress  to  deprive  office  holders  from  exercis- 
ing the  privileges  of  freemen;  to  disfrancbi.e  and 
gtf(  them. 

But  the  aeene  has  changed.  An  army  of  office 
holders  for  tbe  Harrison  Administration  are  to  be 
ealiated,  and  placed  in  power.  I  do  net  suppose 
any  effort  will  be  made  to  disfranchise  or  gag  this 
new  Federal  army.  Time  wUI  determine. 
wxAK  Taaistrar. 

Mr.  Chairmaa,  the  Opposition  parly  charge  the 
Administration  wirh  mtsmie,  and  other  words  more 
criminal,  for  the  want  of  money  in  the  Treasury. 
Jeremiah,  of  olden  times,  would  be  ashamed  of 
tais  lamentatioi»  were  he  here  to  bear  the  modem 
Whigs  mourning  over  the  disttessrs  of  the  people, 
on  account  of  a  weak  Treasury.  O.  K.  Orful  Ka- 
lamity.  These  crocodile  tears  generally  flow  from 
the  eyes  of  those  that  wish  to  live  on  the  work  aad 
labor  of  others,  through  tbe  medium  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, acd  ibetefore  ihink  it  a  gieat  eiime  in  Qovem- 
ment  t  >  ht  scarce  of  Treasury  p«p. 

It  is  the  proudest  b'sst  of  a  Republic  to  have  a 
wealthy  and  ha^py  people,  aad  a  weak  Trra- 
aary.  A  deficit  is  better  than  a  snrplaa.  Tbe 
amooat  of  money  which  might  be  needed  in 
the  Treasory,  is  with  the  people,  in  nteftil  opera* 
tioM.    Thepeoj^emakemonwithit  llHUtiba  in-. 


terest  we  pay  on  the  Treasury  notes,  and  the  Go- 
verament  is  more  prudent  and  economical  in  ez- 
penditnres  when  the'-Treasury  is  low. 
TBxisoaT  iwrxs. 

I  am  nqt  at  all  opposed  to  tbe  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and,  I 
think,  more  than  five  millions  wonld  be  preferable 
to  that  amount. 

Some  gentleman  say  It  is  oneoastiiolional  to  is- 
sne  these  co'.rs,  and  that  a  loan  is  eonstitutioaal. 
This  seems  a  nice  distinction.  The  differeaee  be- 
tween a  loan  and  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  might 
form  an  excellent  subject  for  a  criticti  discussion, 
in  some  of  the  learned  colleges  and  seminaries.  A 
professor  of  logic  might  test  the  talents  of  h's  pa- 
piU  for  acnteness  and  precision  in  ascertaining  the 
difference.  Fur  all  practical  purposes  the  opera- 
tion most  be  the  same.  The  creiidit  and  responsi- 
bdity  of  tbe  Government  is  used  in  both  cases,  and 
in  ray  opinion,  the  Constitution  stands  as  fait  for 
on«  mode  as  the  other. 

Some  have  most  singular  notions  of  tbe  Con- 
stiiDtioD.  They  contend  that  it  is  constitutional  in 
the  crisis  of  a  war  to  issue  such  notes,  and  in  peace 
the  Constitution  knows  no  >ach  power.  It  seems 
to  me  the  Constitution  remains  the  same  stem  and 
nacbangeable  instrnment  in  war  as  well  as  in 
peace. 

A  snfficient  amount  of  notes  shonid  be  i^ned  to 
impiove  the  harbors  around  our  coasts,  and  to  com- 
plete our  national  works.  It  is  economy  and  a 
saving  to  tbe  Oovemment  to  continue  these  wcrin 
rather  than  to  see  theft  tumble  into  ruins,  and  the 
materials  and  implements  destroyed.  Among  these 
national  works^I  would  expect  to  see  completed  the 
Cumberland  road,  which  is  a  work  my  constitu. 
enis  also  would  be  extiemely  well  pleased  to  see 
finished. 

I  have  the  utmoU  confidence  in  tbe  talents  and 
integrity  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Joaas  of  Virginia,  the 
chair  .nan  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
He  is  not  warped  astray  by  party  prejudice,  but  is 
firm  to  tbe  true  interest  and  honor  of  the  country, 
and  such  amount  of  Tkeasnry  notes  as  he  deems 
necessary  and  proper  fot  the  present  wants  of  the 
Government,  I  jvill  sustain.  The  whole  amount  is 
but  trifling  when  compared  with  the  wealth  and 
great  resources  of  the  country. 

PBOSFXRITT  Cr  TBK  COtTJITRT. 

Mr.  Chairmaa,  I  will  be  permitted  to  exhibit  a 
email  portion  of  the  resources  of  tbe  people. 

I  do  this  for  various  considerations,  which  I  will 
make  koown  before  I  close  my  remarks. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ex- 
hibits an  excew  of  exports  over  the  imports  of  the 
last  year  of  (26.766,059. 

The  Secretary  farther  says:    , 

"Dw  «uw  ofexpoiKlinotoolj  more  thin  ever  was  known 
iMfhrc,  buiquiu  ihrea  fold  gnatar." 

This  is  proof  that  cannot  be  controverted,  that 
the  substantial  wealth  and  resources  of  thenation 
have  increased  la^  year  more  than  ia  any  former 
yesr.    Does  this  look  like  dislressi 

In  -the  whole  reaion  of  the  Northwest,  and  other 
sections  of  the  TJnion,  the  products  of  an  indus- 
trious and  virtuous  people  are  astonishing,  and 
would  not  obtain  onr  belief,  if  tbey  were  not  taken 
ttom  official  and  correct  iau. 

In  Ibe  State  of  Illinois,  taken  Crom  the  mnsh*,  we 
find  the  peopl;  in  that  Staia  have  the  last  year  on 
hand  the  following  products: 
Wheat  ...    9,303,956  basbeb 

Corn  -    .       -  -  19,626.904      " 

Oau  -  -  -    3.795,500      « 

Potatoes        -  -  -    1,566  000      « 

Neat  cattle     -  .  -       164.961 

Hogs  -  -  •    1.258,184 

Sheep  -  -  -       337,157 

Coal  '  -  -  -    3,546,000  bushels 

Salt  ...        ao,000      " 

Lead  ...       33^157  pounds 

It  is  stated  in  documents,  which  I  presume  are 
correct,  that  the  value  of  property  in  the  State  of 
Indiana  aswsiad  for  taxation  for  tbe  year  1841, 
amounts  to  the  »um  of  (|13-],548,I37.  I  have  no 
datm  to  exhibit  the  products  of  tbis  State  this  year; 
but  no  donbt  they  are  greatly  increased  since  tbe 
Ust. 

"At  Cterelanil,  Ohio,  independent  of  dw  aappliM  by  wifoo, 
theteesiptaof  wkew  by  Iha  canal  thli  year  art  nsar  two  mil- 


Horn  two  hnndnd  ihonaaad  bluhali,  and  one  halTa  mlUiim  bar* 
rela  of  flour. 

"There  arrlTod  at  CloTsland,  in  1840,  on  the  Ohio  caaaL 
280^2331890  poooda  of  produce,  being  an  InereaM  of  tt,\l7JSa 
upon  Uw^Tioaayeer.  Tltetaiettaaeor  wheal  and  flour  la 
equal  (0463,7(16  barrela. 

■Toisoo,  Ohio:— The  amountoftloarand  wheat  ihipped  at 
thia  port  ia  equal  to  67,000  barrel*.  Seven  yeare  ego  the  plae* 
waa  not  Jn  exlslonce,  and  tlie  coootry  around  wm  a  wiktemeaa, 
and  nnui  1837  waa  dependent  upon  Weatern  Mew  Yorit  (or 
bread  itoBh. 

"The  bueineaa  between  the  city  of  Bt.  Louies  Miaonri,  and 
Boatoo  and  New  York'tbieyaar,  aooording  to  Iba  St.  l;onls  eh- 
xeue,l.S6,(«V)00.» 

When  tbe  Chicago  canal  is  fini4ied,  which  will 
be  toon,,  the  transportation  of  meiebandise  to  this 
city  will  be  mosstly  by  it  and  the  ESrie  canal.  As 
tbe  city  of  New  York  is  intimately  connected  with 
the  Northwest  in  commerce,  and  no  donbt  has  in- 
creased in  the  same  ratio,  I  will  siaie  the  value  of 
real  estate  in  the  city  this  year,  and  the  estimated 
amount  of  taxes  for  1841: 
Value  of  real  estate,       .  .      #187,000,000 

Amount  of  tax  fur  the  support  of  the 

city,     ....  1,553,000 

"Couonaxportadfrom  New  Orleana  in  Ihayaaia  1838-3)  and 
183IM0,  ending  30ih  September,  <froni  Baaard'e  Regiatar:) 
Total  in  1838-09  -  •  6Sa,8l7baica. 

"        1839^0  .  SM.t9l    •• 

locreaa*  .  373^4    " 

"Exporu  of  auger  from  New  Orleana  in  189!M0: 
Total— Hogiheada  45,611 

Baciela    ■  .  .  &978 

"Cotton  at  Mobile,  Alabama,  ((rom  Mobile  L«tter  ahaat:) 
Cloitan  in  1839  ■  252,940  bales. 

"  18«0  .  -  448,042    » 

Incieaaa        .  193,808    " 

Is  ibis  ruin  and  dbiress? 

I  hope  it  will  be  no  offence  to  the  people  in  this 
city,  who  complain  so  much  of  bard  times,  to  re> 
cite  from  the  Inie.ligencer,  a  paper  wh.ch  is  ortho- 
dox with  them,  the  increase  of  houses  in  Was|i- 
ington.  We  must  conclude  from  this  improva- 
ment  that  other  valuable  and  lasting  improvements 
are  progressing  lb  the  same  proportion.  If  the 
baaks  had  been  overflowipg  th*  dty  with  irre- 
deemable shinplasten,  these  improvements  woaU 
not  have  been  made: 

"The  number  of  new  buUdiop  erected  fai  the  city  of  Waah. 
ingtoo  during  iha  year  1840  were  aa  followa: 

■BICS  DWSLUHOS. 

Three  atory       .... 
Two     "  .... 

One      »  .... 

woeo  Dwxuoiroa. 
Twoalory 
One  and  a  luUf  atory 
Oneatory         .... 


Total  number  of  dwalllap 
Addiliooa 

Bhope  •     '  . 

Cburchea 


Total 


IS 

ae 

3 

IM 
8 
8 

178 
14 
13 
2 


Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  not  trouble  Ibe  commiilea 
with  any  more  details  of  facts,  showing  the  increase 
of  wealth  and  improvemeais  throtigbout  the  coun- 
try as  this  will  be  a  simple  for  the  whole  Union. 

The  iacreasicg  acd  productive  wealth  of  (he 
country  must  form  a  solid  basis  on  which  to  issue 
tbe  amount  of  Treasury  notes  mentioned  in  the  bill, 
and  moreover  it  most  also  silence  all  unfavorable 
and  senseless  clamors  about  tbe  distress,  i  uin,  and 
bankruptcy  of  the  country.  Is  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington rviMtd  and  iiitrand  With  2C7  new  bailding* 
erected  last  yeail  Can  any  reasonable  man  be- 
lieye  that  Illinois,  with  all  her  products,  is  aboat  to 
be  rninedl  Can  distress  be  tbe  cocseclueaee  of  sneh 
unparalleled  increase  of  wealihl  It  will  be  a  dis- 
tress and  rniu  of  a  singular  character. 

PAFiB  caaasNcr  mm  idixbs. 
I  pretend  not  that  bank  notes  ate  as  plenty  as  ia 
some  former  years:  but  I  presume  no  one  will  con- 
tend that  they  arc  the  substantial  wealth  of  th« 
country.  They  are  uncertain,  finctnaiing,  and  only 
the  shadow  of  tbe  substance.  Are  they  u>  be  com- 
pared with  the  substantial  prodoots  and  improve- 
ments of  tbe  oationl 

I  will  exhibit  the  amount  of  paper  in  cirealatioa 
for  several  years,- which  will  thow  that  it  is  the 
banks,  and  not  the  couniry,  that  has  produced  the 
embarrassment  with  some  part  of  Ihe  commnailyt 
January  1, 1820  |44.863,344 

"  1830  ^        6l,333,»98 

"     ^1834    ,  ,  '  I  94,839.570 

«     -  ld»ed  bv  V     103,699,495 
"  1836  140,301,038 ' 

"         18»7  149,186,890 
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Treatury  NoU  Bill— Mr.  Reynolda. 


u         1836  116,138,910 

•<         1839  135,170  995 

«         1840  106,968.573 

The  above  table  exhibits  Ae  deficit  of  paper  cir- 
ealation  in  aome  yeara,  which  is  the  caase  oP  the 
imaginary  distress  so  modi  complained  of  bjr  tome 
people.  Erea  if  it  were  snch  cause  as  lo  prodace 
general  distress,  the  Government  cannot  conirol  it. 
It  is  a  matter  with  the  Slate  banks,  with  which  the  Ge- 
Berat  Government  hasno  power  to  in  terfeie.  Can  the 
mMeedsof  the  banks  be  visited  on  iheGovern- 
nentl. 

These  cries  of  hard  times  and  lamentatioDs  for  re- 
fiitf  generally  proceed  from  people  who  will  not 
exercise  any  indostrions  avocation  to  make  aliv- 
iog,  and  who  have  nothing  to  live  on.  They  aie 
generally  people  sitting  on  boxes  at  store  doors 
whittling  pine  sticks,  and  doing  nothing  for  a  live- 
lihood except  fciching  the  boxes  with  their  heels.  In 
the  summer  they  seek  the  shade,  in  winter  they 
bask  in  the  son  at  the  sides  of  the  houses,  and  ia 
both  seasons  never  cease  crying  "dtaitgt,  ehtngt— 
the  hard  times  have  raiiiiBd  as— Tip  and  Ty  for 
ever." 

SPBOUUITIOV. 

It  is  often  charged  on  the  Administration  that  the 
Democratic  party  are  senseless  and  deaf  to  ihe^dis- 
tresses  of  the  people.  Their  hearts  are  too  coi'd  to 
relieve  the  sofferings  of  the  commaniiy.  That 
some  people  are  embarrassed  in  trade  and 
epecniations,  I  have  no  donbt.  At  the  time  when 
the  bank  drenlaiion  was  almost  one  hnndred  and 
attj  millions  of  dollars,  this  indnced  many  per- 
«ms  to  embark  in  trade  and  specalatioo!^;  and 
when  the  banks  coriailed  the  ciroalaiion  down 
te  aboat  one  hnndred  and  six  millions,  many 
of  these  leiid  tradtri  and  •jwculatort,  by  impmdenee 
«Bd  extravagance,  became  embarrasied,  and  soma 
rained.  For  these  nnfortunaie  men,  the  Demo- 
crade  party  have  g«od  feelings  and  sympathies,  ne- 
Yvrtheless.  How  can  the  Government  relieve 
them?  TheGjvfmmeDt  possesses  no  magic  power 
to  make  money  oat  of  nothing.  If  the  Govern- 
ment relieve  these  embarrassed  men,  it  most  be 
done  by  taxing  the  indosiry,  prudence,  and  eco- 
nomy of  another  portion  of  the  coramnniiy  to  pay 
Ihar  debts.  Can  this  be  tolerated  ia  a  Government 
of  eqaal  righlsl  Is  it  righ:  for  one  peopfe  to  pay 
the  debts  of  anotherl  These  flacinations  in  Ae 
paper  corrency  were  not  caosed  by  the  Govern- 
neni.  Oongress  eannot  interfere  in  8<ate  i  itiita- 
lioos.  These  banks  snspended  when  the  Govern- 
ment was  in  full  eommDoion  with  them.  Both  the 
Government  and  banks  sat  together  at  the  same 
political  conmanion  table — the  banks  feasting  on 
the  public  deposites,  and  the  Government  nsing 
their  paper.  Bat  the  banks  committed  adaltery, 
and  the  GoTernment  divorced  them.  The  Govern. 
ment  never  did,  and  do  not  yet,  entirely  refuse  their 
notes,  when  they  are  paid  in  specie. 

SICBETlBT  OF  THB  TRIISDBT. 

It  is  Strange,  in  the  coarse  of  this  discassion,  how 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  been  abased. 
Almost  every  word  known  in  the  Eaclish  lan- 
guage to  express  fraud,  Aypoeruj,  and  impeulion, 
has  been  used  against  him.  Is  this  a  generoos  or 
noble  brarins  towards  a  man  or  a  party  that  are 
defeated?  We  were  overpowered,  not  by  princi- 
ple, bat  by  numbers,  and  we  were  disposed  to  le- 
gislate for  ihi  good  of  the  eonntry,  without  poli- 
tical excitement.  But  we  were  forced  into  ibis  po- 
litical discussion.  The  honorable  ganlleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Barnard]  coniineQced  tbe  iire  in 
this  House,  which  was  followed  op  by  heavy  ar- 
tillery on  tbe  same  side-  What  £oald  we  do  other 
than  to  combat  it  with  facts  and  the  truth?  Was  it 
right  to  let  unfoanded  asset  tions  go  oat  lo  the  world 
to  impose  them  on  the  people  as  the  truth?  Will  a 
generous  people  be  ;atiified  to  see  an  efficient  and 
meritorions  officer  abusA  and  condemned  for  do. 
ing  his  duty?  The  law  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
Swretary  of  tha  Treasury  to  make  a  report  each 
year  to  the  President,  and  for  the  performance  of 
Ibis  duty,  he  is  condemned  almost  as  a  criminal. 
In  after  times,  when  reason  regains  her  empire 
amongst  men,  and  party  rancor  is  silenced,  this  of- 
ficer will  be  esteemed  as  an  able  and  efficient 
financier,  doing  great  scfvice  to  the  cpnntry,  with 
Iwsor  to  himself. 


"  It  is  extremely  difficult  toregulate  the'fiseal  coa- 
eerns  of  this  nation,  extended  as  it  is,  over  such  an 
immense  territory.  The  operations  of  the  Secreta- 
ry have  embraced  tbe  extraordinary  sum  of  three 
hondced  and  cixiy  millions  of  dollars,  and  extended 
over  nearly  two  million  square  miles.  The  ttuctn- 
ation  of  the  cnrreaey,  in  that  time  has  also  been  a 
great  source  ef  annoyance  and  difficalty.  "Last, 
Uioogh  not  least,"  was  the  suspenuon  of  specie 
payments.  This  left  the  Treasury  wiihont  a  <<ol. 
lar  of  available  funds  as  often  as  it  ocearred.  Wa& 
not  this  an  alarming  crisis  in  the  countr}?  The 
poblic  money  all  locked  up  in  banks,  whose  notes 
could  not  be  received  by  the  Government,  as  they 
were  not  redeemable  in  specie. .  This  misconduct 
of  the  banks  caused  this  calamity,  and  yet  the  Ad- 
ministraiion  and  Secretary  are  condemned  for  iu 
And  even  now  tbe  Secretary  is  visited  with  the  se- 
verest denuDciatioQS  for  doing  what  the  law  com- 
pelled him  to  do. 

Under  the  law  and  Oonstitation,  eonld  he  do 
otherwise  than  to  refuse  to  receive  notes  which 
were  not  redeemable  in  specie?  Coald  he,  by 
'  law,  deposite  the  funds  of  Government  in  non-spe- 
•ie-payiog  banks?  With  all  these  disadvantages 
aiul  difficalties  in  the  curreoey,  tbe  country,  nncler 
the  preseot  Administration,  has  flourished  ia  an 
unexampled  degree. 

Mr.  Woodbury,  in  his  report,  says,  he  has  been 
connected  with  the  Treasury  from  six  to  seven 
years. 

"Daring  itih  tarm,  then  liu  ocenrrMl  much  to  avinee  tlw 
fmt  Saul  power,  aa  well  u  tlw  proeperily  o(  ilie  Union.  Borne 
revenes  bare,  al  timee,  orertalcen  the  nwhneaa  displajed  by 
parta  of  the  cummuDiiy  In  certain  brancbee  of  busineee,  and 
tare  extended  ifauir  advene  influencea  to  the  reveuue  depend- 
ent on  them.  But  the  period  and  coaH'.ry,  aa  a  whole,  hare 
been  almoei  nnexampted  in  proeperous  developntenta," 

Again  he  says : 

*  It  hae  enabled  the  Treaaary  to  meet  the  current  expendltnree 
of  (he  Goremment,  aa  well  aa  tbe  extiaordin«ry_  onea  by  Indian 
wan,  iraaliee,  and  other  coeily  meaaurea,  and  without  impoainf 
any  new  taxea  or  hi|h  tariff,  and  withoal  any  new  funded  debt 
wlialereribatexlinguiahinceoneiderablereinaliKof  theoldaae, 
and  paying  the  Inlereai on  laalaiauined  lbrthlaDlalriel,u>BaTa 
the  onpncadenledaurplaa  of  more  than  twenty-ei(htmilllonaof 
doltan,widtodepoaile(he  aaroe  with  the  Btaiea  for  safekeeping, 
until  needed  by  ina  General  QoTemmenL 

Moreover  he  adds : 

"That  beaidea  the  recorded  eridence  of  the  ptoeperilj 
of  the  country,  it  ia  gratiQring,  that  the  TreaaiU7,  without 
the  aid  of  the  Unltad  Statea  Bank,  haa  been  able  to  make  ila  raat 
coileciiona,  tranafen,  and  pitymenta,  with  promptitude,  and,  In 
moat  coaea,  with  apecieor  Ita  eqtiiTalenL" 

These  statements  of  facts,  together  with  these  I 
have  already  preiicated  to  the  committee,  will  esta- 
blish this  truth  beyond  contradiction — that  the  real 
and  substantial  wealth  and  impievement  of  the 
country  have  been  advanced  in  an  unparalleled  de- 
gree during  the  last  year-  At  no  period  since  oar 
national  existence  has  the  country  so  much  right 
to  rejoice  as  daring  the  last  year  at  her  prospeiiy 
and  improvement  in  all  things  that  conduce  to  the 
substantial  and  permanent  happiness  of  man. 
Where  is  the  distress  and  ruin  so  much  complataed 
of?  And  where  is  the  cause  of  so  much  abuse 
against  an  able  and  talented  officer,  who  has  labor- 
ed so  fai'hfnlly  and  so  efficiently  in  the  duties  of 
his  o&'x  for  the  permanent  and  general  welbite  of 
tbe  nation? 

TBI  PITBL-C  LukHD^. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  subject  of  the  doblic  domain 
was  introduced  into  this  discussion,  which,  of  all 
other  subjects,  is  the  most  interesting  to  the  people 
in  Illinois,  whom  I  represent.  Were  I  able  to  pass 
these  two  measures — the  prospective  pre-emption 
and  the  proper  graduation  of  tbe  price — I  should 
consider  it  the  best  public  act  of  my  life,  and  which 
woiHd  be  the  mo«t  gratifying  to  me.  I  sboald  con- 
sider it,  also,  the  most  glorious  act  of  any  onc^ 
life  to  procure  farms' and  homes  for  thousands  of 
poor  and  honest  families,  and  this,  too,  wiihont  in- 
jury to  the  public  We  would  then  see  the  new 
Stales  ciowded  with  hardy,  mdnstrions  farmers,  on 
their  own  soil,  able  and  wilting  to  sustain  the  Go- 
vernment in  any  crisis,  whether  in  war  or  peace. 

Tbe  journals  of  both  Houses  ef  Congress,  and 
other  public  documents,  will  prove,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  an  mankind,  that  one  pHrty  in  tbe  United 
States  are  friendly  to  these  measnre!>,  and  the  other, 
with  some  exceptions,  are  -  hostile  to  them.  The 
Democratic  party,  with  that  ealichteaed  liberality 
of  sentimtnt  and  those  enlarged  views  of  public 
foOsf  wiijdt  Iftye  ohj»ra«ieri)ie4  ti^eq)  icm  dieesm- 


mtneement  of  the  GovetaBimt  ts  the  pto-uiiM 
have  taken  the  lead  oa  this  sobjrci,  ui  u^ 
posed  to  provide  every  poOr  qua  «iih  abn  M 
home  for  hioiself  and  family. 

The  Preaid^ts,  Qtn.  Jaeksoo  and  Mr.  Vub 
ren,  both  leeoaamended  this  polisy,  ani  iktiiie^ 
of  the  peofde  have  joined  heart  aad  kuj  m 
them  in  their  recoAiatandaiionh 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasoiy  has  litovia* 
ted  that  the  graduation  would  iscnate  the  mai 
and  the  prospective  prcempiioa  policy  ami » 
jure  it;  as  the  present  pre  emptioa  law  till  mq. 
pire  before  the  bill  now  before  the  Hom  nil 
take  effect,  if  it  were  ftsaai  into  a  lat. 

I  am'  nut  only  friendly  to  Aesa  mmm,  hi 
would  be  pleased,  also,  loseepaardibeeeaaH, 
granting  the  whole  public  bad*  to  the  Sum  itit 
they  lie,  on  some  fair  and  eqniiabla  jim^ 
Then  this  bone  of  coaleatian,tU>hcanlnnql|i 
tween  the  old  andnewSiatts,  voaUegia.  Ik 
country  lb<in  would  be  settled  and  iifrand  bj  i 
virtuoas  and  r^terprisiog  popalaiioi,  tUihiik 
fMudation  of  the  wealth  and  stKBfth  o(  U  » 
tions.  A  revenue  oquld  then  ht  umiI  fnt  ^ 
population  tenfold  greater  aod  nen  eauia  ^ 
the  present,  arising  from  sales  of  the  pibliehiji 
Tois  revenue  is  unctrtain,  aad  is  paid  ia  (it  ■ 
good  feelingf  Drom  the  new  SiaKt. 
lucaa 

It  has  been  seriously  eoateaded  Ikti  it  bmfn 
of  the  pre-emption  laws  should  m  he  ertoU  a 
aliens,  aad  a  TOte  in  the  aisale  hat  hern  utaaN 
tbesnbjact.  Since  the  camMeaiett  of  tktfo- 
sent  land  system,  the  unifom  paeliechaibeeaK 
sell  the  public  domain  to  alien  u  •eii  at  to  cith 
zens  of  the  Uoi-ed  States.  Ai  («  u  1  aa  » 
formed,  no  iaeonvenfenoe  bai  octrntd  {ton  thi 
policy. 

Toe  State  laws  of  Ulinois  Bo>oal)(eimiatMi 
to  purchase  and  hold  lands  ia  tin  8iiit,hUila 
permit  the  samo  iodeseeBdtotheirbein,iiifih9 
were  native  citizens  of  the  Uniied  Siaiei. 

Daring  the  debate  oa  this  iBtere«n{nlqea-4e 
pabU«  domain-— an  extiaindiMiy  o^iin  bn  ben 
exprwsed,  and  some  argnmeat  advanced  te  laaii 
it,  that  an  alien,  under  the  Uws  aad  Ctasinila 
of  the  United  States,  has  no  right  to  role  lot  sea- 
hers  of  Congress.  Thi8sentiineot,eBUiiii(liii 
such  high  source,  and  being  aedireell;idni>i 
the  praclice  with  as  in  Illinos,  siaee the foiasiis 
of  our  Government  in  1BI8, 1  dees  it  aitar 
to  give  to  the  subject  such  oonsidcraiioaai  it  m 
to  merit. 

Ttie  Hon.  Mr.  C[.at  of  Keatacl?  aji,»» 
ported  in  the  Intelligencer. 

"The  right  to  roco  impUea  citi«n*'pi>eM»illr.""**' 
•Ithaugh  the  aonreraa  of  tbe  propoahiM  tai  iwifW-  W 
cornea  tbe  Slate  authority;  but  tha  8i«a  knuipoiittist 
fer  the  elective  fnuichiM  on  any  (breipier,  wto«»»ii» 
atUoen-  purtkm  of  the  people  of  the  *ale-»»»ii  wi » 
ber  of  our  political  commuBily— who  i«  not  OQHltl«)a(« 
of  the  United  Statea." 

And  again: 

'If  a Suue  coneUtution  deelaiea diet  «li«ai  ''IJ*'' 
their  Tole  may  affeel  tbe  conapoailioe  of  tin  m""*^ 
aeniatirea  or  of  the  9enataf  and  ao  eroMaB;  i«f~ 
might  come  into  Uieir  bodlea  In  Judgiai,  "^IJ^ 
ha?eariglitiojudge,of  the  qualiflcatiwif )•"'««" 
aa  memben  of  Ibe  two  Uonaea." 

r  deny  that  the  General  Govtnaffli^™ "» 
power  foragulate  or  prescribe  ih«tii»miati«« 
electors  for  members  of  Congress.  Thit  pewt" 
regulate  and  prescribe  iheqoalifieatioasof  dw 
has  been  confided  to  the  State  QoireraBet^i* 
none  ether  can  exercise  it.  ^^ 

If  this  were  not  the  system  of  oat  GjW"* 
Ihat  harmony  andaepeauewxaatMHatfC 
with  the  same  qualifications  which  ^J^ 
aad  proper,  would  not  exist.  If  i***^ 
vernment  had  th»  power  ^  prescnbe  the jw'"' 
tions  of  voters,  this  would  give  it  f^^Z 
separate  existence,  from  the  people  sf  the  awtw 
vernments,  which  the  uniform  practice  aw" 
national  existence,  and  the  forms  «f  o""™ 
meats,  in  my  opinion,  do  not  saneiioii.  w 
neral  Goremment,  by  this  rule,  woald  he  «•» 
crush  the  State  Govemmeats  and  estahh>ht»T 
out  the  Territories  of  the  United  Siai«  «<• 
omnipotent  power.  The  rights  of  the  Saioj 
be  destroyed  by  the  nodae  iafloeaesof  w"*' 
QovemmeaL  ^ 

U  tbe  gtaerfl  Qorftmm^  P«W"  "'f^ 
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lo  prcaeribe  the  qualifications  cf  elfcu>rs,  it  might 
raqaire  etteh  voter  lo  be  the  owD«rs  of  land*  to  sacb 
Unennt  ihat  few  ooljr  coald  vote  for  meunbers  of 
Ooi^reas.  It  might  require  also  other  qnalifica- 
Udbs,  such  as  edacatioo,  or  perhaps,  ceriaia  rc- 
tigibo. 

If  the  qaalifieatioBs  of  eleeton  were,  permitted 
to  be  dlffrreBt  for  each  GoTernment,  ia  the  same 
proportion  would  the  two  OoTcrnmenls  be  difie- 
Knt  ia  their  composiiipn  and  character,  and  the 
Ceneral  Oorernment  potseesing  the  greater  power, 
wonld,  in  lime,  destroy  the  others.     . 

The  Democratic  doctrines  contained  in  the  oele* 
heated  Virginia  and  Keniackjr  resolutions,  the  pro- 
daetioits  of  the  two  great  statesmen,  Jefleison  and 
MadiaoB,  would  be  pfostraied  to  the  dn-st. 

These  evils,  in  my  jadgmrnt,  the  Consiiiution  in- 
tended lo  prevent  and  aroid.  It  intended,  as  i| 
said,  that  the  foaodatinn  of  each  Government 
should  be  based  on  the  lanu  peeflt,  professing  the 
saiM  ^aeiyiwrtwM  as  electors  in  both  Gloveraments. 

The  seeond  sectoa  of  the' first  article  vl  the  Con- 
■titmioa  of  the  United  Slates  ooniaias  the  follow- 
ing, to  wit! 

■^Tte  HouM  of  ReprwBDluirM  ihall  be  compOMd  of  mtm- 
lien  choeen  emj  •ecood  yeer  bf  the  people  ot  the  Ktertl 
Steter,  and  the  eleeton  in  each  State  thall  nare  (he  qaalifica- 
done  reqiilstte  for  eleewnof  the  moat  numeiDiu  bnmch  of  the 
•UM  Legielsture." 

This  language  and  expression  would  appear  ma- 
nifest to  a  plain  common  man.  "To  have  the  qua- 
lifications requisite  for  the  most  numerous  branch 
of  the  State  Legislature,"  cannot  mean  that  Ibe 
electors  shall  hare  uiher  and  further  qualifications 
to  enable  them  to  vote  for  members  of  Congres'i. 
yfe  are  probibitrd  from  giving  the  General  Govem- 
Utent  more  power  iban  is  given  by  a  fair  and  r'a- 
tenable  interpretation  of  the  Cons  itution.  The 
10th  article  in  the  amendmet  of  the  Consiiiation 
says: 

■The  powen  tiot  delegeled  to  the  United  Slalea  by  the  C'>n(tl- 
tmion,  nor  prohibited  to  itie  Siatea^  ue  reeecreil  to  the  Sutes 
nepediveiy,  or  u>  the  people." 

Hie  above  article  docs  not  require  the  "eiHxMi'" 
of  the  Uaiicd  States  to  choose  members  of  Cion- 
gieas  every  second  ysar.  The  Bepreseatatirss 
•ball  b»  ehosea  "by  the  people  of  the  several 
States." 

The  people  of  a  Slate, -««  ei  fermiMi,  does  not  ne- 
erasarily  B>ean  ihat  ihey  are  cttizens  of  the  United 
dates.  I  am  satisfied  that  "the  people  of  a  state," 
and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  have  dUTerent 
ftgniteatio^s,  and  so  it  was  considered  by  the  fra- 
men  of  the  Constitution.  Indians  and  nef  roes  are, 
while  nsidenis  of  a  State,  people  of  lihe  State. 
llMy  are  people,  alihongh  they  may  not  be  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  ikliens  may  very  properly  be 
termed  part  of  the  ■'people  of  the  State,"  when  ihey 
iMide  within  ibe  State — hold  land  in  it,  and  are 
subject  to  alt  the  burdens  of  taiattoo,  miliiary 
4«ty,  Ac  like  other  people. 

"The  people  of  the  State"  most  be  understood 
to  refer  to  those  residing  within  the  limits  of  the 
Bute,  and  czelnding  tho.<e  living  without  from  ex- 
weising  the  elective  franchise  for  members  of  Oon-- 
gre*s  in  a  difi°erent  State  from  which  they  reside. 
This  is  the  only  mtraint  impoied  on  the  States  by 
the  Federal  Constitoiion.  Tne  *'people"-votiDg  for 
■lembrrs  of  Congress  must  nside  WHfain  the  Slates 
where  their  votes  are  given. 

The  following  prwvision  ia  the  Constitution  i>f 
Ibe  United  States,  under  the  second  (eetion  of  the  first 
txi'eUs  above  alluded  to,  will  sustain  the  position  I 
have  taken. 

••ReprewntatlTe*  ai>d  dtnet  tazea  ehall  ba  Spporlloned 
aoMiiftheaaTeiaiauieawhichBiaybe  included  in  ttata  Unioa, 
■ccoraini  to  their  respecure  numben,  whtck  shall  be  deUnnin- 
•d  by  addine  to  the  whole  number  ol  free  persona,  including 
thoae  Iwund  to  eerrice  for  a  term  of  yean,  and  exalading  In- 
diauenoi  taxed,  three -fifths  of  ail  other  pefaona. 

In  (he  above  extract  the  words  "the  whole  num- 
bed of  free  persons"  are  used,  and  the  woid  "citi- 
zen" is  not  mentioned  at  all;  so  that  the  conclusion 
DOiit  be  eotraci,  th&t  the  Constimtion  did  not  in- 
t««d  lo  circumscribe  the  action  of  S'aie  Govern- 
ments to  Ibe  qualification  of  citizenship  fol-  the 
atectors.  *'Free  persons"  are  the  basis  to  which 
.  the  '  three  fifths"  were  to  b>!  added,  and  are  like. 
wise  the  basi«  on  which  both  the  State  and  Federal 
Qovemments  are  fgnaded. 

If  the  framecs  of  the  Constitution  ba^  intended 
10  bare  uM  <Ui»  wo|:d  "citi^n"  in  place  of-  ";be 


people  of  the  States"  and  "free  persons,"  or  to 
have  auached  the  qualiQeaiion  of  citizenship  to  the 
elector,  they  would  have  done  se,  as  they  had  in 
the  same  instrument  authorized  the  natuiralizatioit 
of  alietis,  and  regulated  the  extent  of  ci'zenship. 

The  provision  in ,  the  Con&titniion,  that  "each 
House  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns, 
and  qualifications  of  its  own.  ntembers,"  does  not 
authorize  either  House  to  alter  or  change  the  qiu- 
liAcations  of  el^tois. 

The  House  is  to  judge  of  the  eleelions,  retnwv, 
and  qualifications  of  its  own  members,  according 
lo  the  laws  and  Constittttion  of  the  Slate  where  the 
election  was  had.  There  is  no  power  given  in  this 
expression  to  add  to  or  diminish  the  qiulifleations 
of  voters,  and,  in  all  the  contested  elections,  so  far 
as  I  have  examiaed  them,  the  House  has  not  pre- 
tended to  exercise  this  power. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  in  the 
27th  section  of  the  2J  article,  piescribes  the  quali- 
fications of  electors  in  these  words: 

"la  allelectiODi,all-whiia^aleinluUianUBlioTe  the  age  of 
twenty  one  yean,  baring  reeided  in  the  Slate  aiz  munthe  next 
preceding  the  election,  shall  enjoy  the  right  of  an  elector;  but 
uo  person  shall  he  entitle  to  vote  except  in  the  county  and  die* 
Irict'm  whJctt  heahaU  actually  reaide  at  tiia  litne  of  ilia  alec- 

tiOIL" 

There  cannot  be  any  language  more  plain  and 
explicit  than  the  above.  It  needs  no  commentary. 
It  speaks  for  itself,  and  speaks  a  language  that  can- 
not b*  misunderstood. 

If  sn  aliei^  be  pe(miited  to  vole  under  the  Coa> 
stitntion  of  a  Slate,  this  dees  not  make  him  a  ciii- 
zea  of  the  United  States.  I  pretend  not  that  a 
State  can  naturalize  alien.",  and  make  them  ciiizeoe 
of  the  United  S-.ates.  The  elective  francbite  is 
quite 'dissimilar  from  citizenship.  A  person  may 
enjoy  one,  or  the  other,  or  both,  and  ia  some  eases 
neither;  as  the  people  of  color  in  Illinois  do  not 
vote  and  are  not  cilizcn.>. 

.  It  has  been  the  uniform  practice  under  t^e  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Stales,  since  its  adoption,  so 
far  as  my  kitowledg».eztends,  for  the  several  States 
to  prescribe  the  qualifications  of  the  electors  within 
each  State  respectively;  and  I  believe  almost  every 
State  in  the  Union  possesses  some  difierence  ia 
their  respective  qualification*  of  electors.  They 
differ,  some  in  the  property  qualification,  some  in 
time  of  residence,  some  in  color,  sunm  in  citizen- 
ship, and  alienage,  &c. 

This  marked  difference,  and  great  .variety  in  the 
qualifications  of  electors  in  the  several  Slates  of 
Ibis  Union,  establish  the  true  and  correct  exposi- 
tien  of  our  Constitution  on  this  subject.  Hereto- 
fore, in  many  of  lite  Slates,  and  in  some  at  the  pte- 
sent  time,  free  people  of  color  exercise  the  elective 
franchise.  This  practice  is  authorized  by  the  State 
Oovernmeius;  and  I  have  never  heard  of  any  con- 
tested election  being  before  'this  House  on  that 
ground.  If  Congress  had  the  power  to  change  the 
laws  and  Constitntiou  of  a  Slate  on  this  subject,  it 
would  be  a  subject  more  likely  to  call  for  the  spee- 
dy action  of  CoDgiets,  than  perhaps  any  other. 
Yet  it  rsmains  for  the  States  to  regulate,  under  the' 
ConstituiioD,  as  it  may  seem  just  and  proper. 
Within  a  few  years,  Tennessee  has  changed  her 
Constitution,  se  that  people  of  color  do  not  now 
vole  in  that  Slate,  and  perhaps  other  States  have 
also  amended  their  Constitutions,  so  that  this  class 
of  people  do  not  vote. 

These  amendments  rf  the  Eltate  Constitutions  de- 
~monstrate  that  the  States  have  oeluitw  power  over 
this  subject,  and  that  it  is  left  with  them  lo  correct 
the  evil,  if  it  be  one.  It  also  proves,  the  States 
having  exclusive  power,  that  the  General  Govern' 
ment  has  none  over  the  subject;  and  the  right  of  the 
Government  has  never  b^  attempted  lo  be  ex- 
ercised in  preventing  ttiose  amendments  of  State 
constitutions  on  this  or  any  other  subjeel.  Ia  1  t 
Litieli'S  reports,  p.  334,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ken- 
tucky decider: 

"TJie  nagroea  and  mulattoea  are,  almost  erery  where,  conai. 
dered  and  treated  as  a  degraded  race  of  peoole:  insomuch  ao, 
that,  under  the  Consiituiion  and  laws  of  the  United  States  they 
cannot  lieconie  ciiiiens  of  tlie  United  Staiee." 

This  IS  a  deci>ion  I  consider  directly  in  point, 
and  it  is  a  decision  of  an  enlightened  and  intelli- 
gent court. 

If  free  negroes  and  malattoes  have  the  power  to 
exercise  the  elective  franchise,  and  are  not  at  the 
siune  time  citizens  of  tbo  Vnitbd  St^tts^  it  most  be 


true  with  othetr,  that  they  may  exercise  the 
franchise  before  they  are  naturalized  citizens. 

If  this  House,  jndgiiig  on  a  contested  election, 
were  to  annnl  and  abn^le  the  Constitution  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  in  this  clause,  or  in  any  odmr,  it 
would  be  a  revolution  in  the  Government,  and  a  (fe- 
stmclion  of  the  present  system. 

A  joint  resolution  passed  in  the  Conareas  of  die 
United  Slates,  admiuing  tha  State  of  Illiaois  into 
Ibe  Union  "on  an  equal  footing  with  Uw  original 
States,  in  all  respects  whatever."  The  subject  of 
the  State  Constitution  of  Illiaois  was  before  the 
CoDgrcst,  and  the  principles4faercin  contained  were 
examined  and  agreied  to.  After  this  public  and  so- 
lemn act,  can  Congress  recede  from  it,  and  annul 
and  change  any  pait  of  the  Coikslitntitnt  I  know 
of  no  power.  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Stales 
or  other  tribanal,  mat  can  lake  cognizance  of  a . 
State  Constitution  and  decide  against  it,  when  such 
Constimtioo  is  "Republican,"  and  the  State  is  ad* 
milled  into  the  Uaion. 

The  honorable  member  [Mr.  Cur  of  Kentucky] 
says  that,  if  a  State  Constitution  f  ermils  aliens  lo 
vote,  such  vote  may  affect  the  "compesition  of 
the  House  ef  Representatives,  <fr  the  Senate." 
This  is  true,  that  such  vote  wilt  affect  the  House 
and  the  Senate,  and  siich  was  the  intention  of  the 
framers  of  our  Ooverament. 

Tha  General  Government  is  not  based  on  the 
masses  of  the  people  ibronghoot  the  Union,  wiih> 
out  connection  with  the  Suites.  It  is  a  Govern- 
ment formed  by  the  union  of  the  people  of  tlie 
s^eral  States',  and  not  by  the  general  union  of  the 
people  throughonl  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United 
Stales.  The  people  of  each  Siate>  separate  and 
apart  from  the  others,  vote  for  the  President  of  ihe 
United  Stales;  aad  the  Legislatures  of  the  respee- 
live  Slates  elect  Senators  to  the  Sena'e  of  the 
United  S'8  es.  These  are  the  actions  of  ihe  States 
distinct]  fiom  each  other,  and  in  the  same  manner 
do  they  act  in  thsit  respective  component  parts  of 
the  General  Government, 

The  Stales,  seperate  and  apart  from  each  other, 
form  this  part  of  the  General  Government,  and 
ia  the  same  manner  do  they  act  in  their  respective 
component  parts  as  States  in  the  selection  of  mem- 
bers to  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  people 
of  each  Stale,  in  theii  State  capacity,  apart  from 
the  others:,  compose  the  Government  of  the  United 
elates,  wbieb  its  name  indicates. 

The  people  of  each  State,  acting  distinct  and  in- 
dependent from  the  others,  may  pressribe  and  trgn« 
late  the  composition  of  the  Hou.-e  in  any  manner, 
which  will,  in  their  judgment,  conduce  the  most  to 
their  happiness.  This  was  the  poliiical  compact 
made  at  the  formation  of  our  (Jovernment,  and  no 
one  party  can  now  alter  or  change  it.  The  cha- 
racter ot  the  House  may  satisfy  one  section  of  the 
Union,  when  it  is  quite  utL^aiisfaetory  lo  another; 
yet  it  is  constitutional.  Abolition  petitions,  for  ex- 
ample, presented  from  one  section  of  the  Union  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  are  not  satis- 
factory to  another;  yet  this  will  not  form  any  cause 
on  which  lo  exclude  the  votes  of  Abolitionists  for 
members  of  Con|ire;s.  If  it  be  an  evil  to  permit 
aliens  to  vote,  which  I  do  not  believe,  the  commu- 
nity where  it  exists  Will  be<he  most -conversaat 
with  it,  more  immediately  affected  by  it,  and  will 
sooner  ihau  all  others  correct  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  representing  a  district  in  Illinois, 
where  the  practice  for  aliens  to  vote  hae^prevailed 
since  the  formation  of  our  Government,  and  be- 
lieving, as  tha  people  do,  that  it  is  right  and  con- 
stitutional, I  deemed  it  my  duty  lo  give  to  the  sub- 
ject some  such  consideration  at  I  have  expressed. 

arsoDRCKS  op  Illinois,  ikd  the  stitz  debt. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  State  debt  of  Illinois  and  ihe 
resources  to  pay  it  are  subjects  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance not  only  to  the  peoplp  of  the  State,  but  to 
many  in  Europe  at- well  as  in  America. 

Fur  the  Sute  of  Illinois,  I  apprehend  no  danger. 
Tlie  resources  of  the  State  are  great,  and  every  year 
they  are  becoming  more  dfeveloped  and  more  avail- 
aMe.  Some  of  the  annual  proriuctsof  labor  in  Illi- 
nois, I  bave  already  stated,  sad  to  which  may  be 
added  twelve  or  fi'ieeo  million  acres  <>f  land  sub- 
ject to  taxation.  The  great  fertility  of  (oil  and  ex- 
tent of  the  State  aie  known  to  all.  The  increase 
of  populfttion,  1  .b^w,  for  s<HM  jreus  put,  Jn^ 
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iuiriT*Ued.    The  ceasas  of  1830  showed  the 

popnlaiioB  to  b«  aboni  one  hnodied  and  fiiiy-sefen 
tbooaaailf  and  it  h  io  1840  almost  half  a  mUlion. 
I  bare  no  hesiution  in  saying  ihe  eenns  of  1850 
win  exhibit  at  leaat  one  million  of  sools  in  Illinois. 
Sliere  is  no  interior  State  in  the  Union,  so  far  from 
the  ocean,  that  hat  sach  facilities  for  Ihe  ininspoita- 
tion  of  her  prodncts  to  market  as  the  Suite  of  Illinois 
possesses. 

The  resonrces  of  Illinois  are  ittealcntable,  and 
vill,  when  properly  developed  and  made  available, 
reduce  the  frttent  SUte  debt  into  insignificance. 
.  Possessing  these  physical  resources,  Illinois  has 
ahojui  honest,  indnstrious,  and  inielligent  popula- 
tion to  sustain  and  support  the  honor  and  character 
«f  the  Slate  at  all  hszsrds. 

The  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Slate,  in  his  late 
message  to  the  General  Assembly,  possessing  ihat 
neble  and  patriotic  feeling  which  actuates  ali  ho. 
nest  and  puriotie  men,  snd  expressjug  a/u  stmib 
of  the  sentiments  of  the  State,  saj^ : 


"A  ftilun  10  meet  prompUy  ■  nngle  one  of  bar  engage. 
meiils,  would  iiMviiabl7  tlirow  uound  her  fature  operuioiw, 
dtfficaltiM  tbtt  would  proTe  destructirs  to  her  character  ana 


lateian,  tad  in  a  giau  degree,  panljse  ber  energiee. 

"Alwon^b  (lien  ma*  be  but  one  ouinioo  amoof  our  clliiene, 
Hut  tbe  monej'  for  wbKh  we  are  Indebted  bae  been  iniodiciooely 
■pprepriatad,  aiiM  tbeir  rirtoe  and  patrioUani— liieir  bigb  leoae 
•r  boaor  aadjoaiice,  impwioiul}  Mrbid  delinquency  in  It*  pay. 
ihu  tbey  would  look  upon  no 


r  aad  Janice,  iinpetiaiulf 

lamelearly  cnirincedi  ,  

calanitT  which  niiglil  befall  ihem,  ao  ireat  and  humlllaUag  aa 
that  which  would  atrip  them  of  their  repuutlon  for  punciualtiy 
and  probity  in  tbeir  eofanmeiMa.  When  a  State  loea*  aight 
oftbiMe  paramount  cooaMeratione  in  ber  pubbc  policy,  when 
■he  caaaea  to  hold  Integrity  up  to  Ihe  world,  as  ine  polar  Mar 
ofher  legialaiioo— when  ehe  becomea  eareleai  of  her  atandlng 
among  the  communitiea  around  her,  abe  will  aeltle  down  in 
hopelea*  degradation,  aad  become  the  scorn  and  contempt  of  the 
world.  Strongly  impreaeed  with  theae  aeatimetUB,  I  hare  con 
*aked  you." 

MoibiDg  can  be  more  honorable  and  patrietie 
Ibas  the  above  recommv ndaiiin  to  the  Legislature. 
I  hope  the  members  of  Ihe  General  Assembly  will 
take  fire  at  ibe  holy  zral  of  Qoveinor  Carlin  for 
th«  honor  aud  interest  of  the  State;  and  make  am- 
ple provision  for  the  punctual  payment  of  interest 
on  the  State  debt 

This  debt  itself  is  not  so  great  as  is  supposed 
without  eiaminaiion.  The  whole  debt  for 
the  canal  whieh  is  already  contraettd  and  may 
hereafter  be  contracted  to  complete  it,  cannot  in- 
jure the  State.  Tbe  amoant  at  present  is  |3,9S0,- 
000,  and  perhaps  it  will  require  a  similar  sum  to 
complete  it.  This  work  will  take  two  or  three 
years  to  finish,  and  when  completed,  will  not  only 
pay  the  interest  OD  the  debt,  but  produce  aton^ide- 
rable  revenae  lo  tbe  S<ate.  This  is  ihe  most  im- 
portant work  in  the  Union,  or  perhaps  in  the  world. 
It  connects  a  more  exteniive  region  ef  ierti'e  coun- 
try in  commerce,  ihan  any  other  improvement  on 
eartli.  All  tbe  waters  of  tbe  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi are  connecied  by  it  with  the  Lakev,  St.  Law- 
rence and  Ibe  various  facilities  of  commerce  in  the 
State  of  New  Yorli. 

The  country  is  becomisg  so  densely  populated, 
and  the  impruvemenis  of  the  s-tme  so  much  ad- 
vanced, whose  interests  it  will  be  to  use  this  canal, 
that  it  will  be  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  State  so 
soon  as  it  is  completed. 

It  is  ninety-seven  miles  long,  sizly  feet  widf  at 
the  top  water  mark,  and  the  water  in  it  six  feet 
deep,  commencing  at  Chicago,  on  Lake  Michigan, 
and  l«rminaiing  at  Peru,  the  head  of  navigation  on 
the  Illinois  river. 

I  may  add  that  about  two  hundred  and  seventy 
diousand  acres  of  land,  whieh  were  granted  by  ihe 
General  Oovc-rnment  lo  ibe  State  for  the  conslmc. 
tlon  of  this  canal,  remain  yet  unsold,  and  will, 
when  the  canal  is  finished,  produce  aa  amount  of 
money  that  will  go  far  towards  liquidating  the 
whole  debt.  For  the  sale  of  pari  of  -these  lands 
the  sum  of  11,117,654  is  now  due  Ihe  onal. 

The  total  bank  debt  is  |3,100,000.  This  amount 
is  in  operation  ia  the  banks  of  tlie  State,  and  yields 
•  dividend  of  six  or  eight- per  ceol;  so  ibat  in  fact 
that  is  not  a  debt,  but  rather  an  income  to  tbe 
State. 

»  The  internal  improvenfent  debt  is  $3,187,000  for 
thesaleof  ktoek  for  railroad  and  river  improve- 
ments. There  are  various  other  items  of  indebted- 
neas,  which,  added  to  the  above  sum,  swells  it  to 
|5,345,e00.  Tbe  railroad  iron  amcuals  to  half  a 
mUlion,  whit*  is  unsold.  There  are  upwards  of 
forty  tboBSMd  aera  of  laiKl  appertainieg  to  4hi> 


fund,  and  other  property  and  buildings,  so  that  ihe 
debt  of  tbe  State,  on  which  iaierect  must  be  paid, 
may  be  placed  at  about  (4,000.000.  Not  many  of 
tbe  roads  on  which  the  above  sum  was  ezpeaded 
are  completed,  m  that,  as  to  the  present  time,  the 
Slate  will  receive  no  great  benefit  from  ihem.  The 
State  debt  to  the  school  fuad  is  near  $800,000,  and 
the  sum  to  the  banks  of  the  Stale,  whieh  constitute 
the  whole  Stale  dent  Tbe  domes'.ie  debt,  for 
which  the  State  has  issued  no  bondv,  will  not  press 
on  ber  at  this  crisis  for  tbe  inieiest,  so  that  ihe  only 
debt  for  which  the  State  stands  bound  to  provide 
for  the  permaaent  payment  of  interest,  is  that  of 
$4,000,000  for  the  railroad  system. 

The  canal  debt,  and  that  for  ihe  banks,  and  some 
others,  are  not  computed  in  tbe  fenr  niillions  of 
dollars  for  which  the  State  is  bonnd  to  pay  inte- 
rest. All  the  others  are  for  works  which  either 
will  sustain  themselves,  or  not  pie.s  Ibe  payment 
of  interest  at  the  present  lime. 

Mr.  ChairmaD,  having  resided  in  Illinoin  IVom 
my  early  youth  to  the  present  time,  and  thereby 
being  identified  with  the  people  in  all  our  common 
inteiests  and  feelings,  I  would  be  derelict  to  myself 
and  the  people  were  I  to  remain  kilent  and  bear  the 
character  of  my  country  at  sailed  for  the  non-per- 
formance of  her  engaKcmenls.  I  therefore  make 
the  above  unvarnished  statement  in  the  perform- 
ance of  my  duly  to  the  people.  Tbe  public  it  here- 
by enabled  to  form  a  correct  judgment  on  this  snb- 
ject,  which  is  my  only  object 

NoTB,— fiiaoe  the  above  speech  wjM  delivered, 
the  Sop'eme  Court  of  the  Stale  of  Illinois  hat  de- 
cided Ihat  aliens  are  entitled  lo  vote. 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  WELLEa, 

OF  OHIO. 

t»  du  Hum  tS  SefrttenUUivei,  F.tniary  3, 1841— 

On  the  Treasury  Note  bill. 

Mr.  WBLLBR  addressed  the  committee  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Craibiian:  In  rising  to  address  the  commit- 
tee  it  this  late  hour  in  the  debate,  I  can  scarcely 
hope  to  say  any  thing  that  will  be  worthy  of  tbeir 
serious  consideration.  My  object,  however,  is  not 
(o  much  lo  discufs  the  immediate  question  before 
the  eommiltee,  ss  to  allude  briefly  to  some  of  the 
various  topics  whieh  gentlemen  of  the  Whig  party 
have  introdaced  into  tbii  debate. 

Tbe  qnestion  upon  which  we  are  now  called  to 
vote,  is,  whsther  or  no  we  will_  authorize  tbe  Se- 
cretary 10  issue  five  milliona  of  'Tieasury  notes,  to 
supply  a  temporary  defic>-.cy  in  the  revenue. 
The  Bccretaiy,  who  is  by  law  placed  at  tbe  bead  of 
the  fiasDces  of  the  Government,  has,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  I  ffi^ial  dunes,  presented  a  report,  in 
which  be  informs  us  ihat  it  will  be  neers'ary.in  or- 
der to  mvetall  the  demands  against  the  Govern- 
ment promptly  when  presented,  ihal  a  debt  thould 
be  contracted  to  the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars; not  for  tbe  purpose  of  supplying  a  pcrmaiieiU 
deficiency  in  tbe  Treasury,  but  for  tbe  purpose  ot 
anticipating  the  revenue.  In  other  words,  he  esti- 
mates that  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  will,  dur- 
ing the  whole  year,  be  amply  sufficient  to  defray 
alL  the  n(oes!ary  expenditures  of  the  Government; 
but  that,  in  consequence  of  the  limited  receipts 
during  Ihe  first  quarter,  and  the  great  demands 
agaia.^t  the  Treasury  at  that  time,  there  will  not  be 
rnongh  to  meet  all  the  liabilities  as  they  fai|  due. 
Tbe  reason  of  this  is  obvious,  and  is  saiisfacloriiy 
explained  in  the  repot  t— the  larger  portion  of  the 
revenue  will  come  into  the  Treasury  towards  tbe 
close  of  the  fiscal  year,  whilst  the  heaviest  demands 
will  be  made  at  a  much  earlier  period.  The  use 
by  Ihe  Government  of  its  own  credit,  in  the  form 
of  Treasury  notes,  is  deemed  t6e  cheapest,  as  well 
as  the  most -convenient,  way  of  meeting  this  state 
of  affairs,  and  has  been  resorted  lo  at  various  limes 
in  the  history  of  our  Governmeat.  In  the  report 
before  me,  ihe  Secretary  sets  down  the  whole 
means  of  the  GoverameRt,  for  the  year  1841,  at 
$34,733,473,  and  estimates  the  ordinary  expenses 
at  $19,350,060;  to  this  last  sum  is  to  be  added 
$4,500,000  fer  the  redemption  of  Treasury  noien, 
and  the  further  sum  of  $149,300  on  account  of  tbe 
funiled  debts,  ebii  fly  for  the  citi-s  of  this  District; 
making,  in  all,  $33^9,300.  So  that  there  will 
be,atibeeI(iteof  iAy«»r,  should  CoD^rcss  con- 


fine the  appropriations  to  the  etlilBate^  tTkt  il 
Mymcnis  whatever,  a  baUnoe  of  §834,871  an, 
Tteatnry.  Here,  then,  ia  the  offioai  ,a. 
made  by  tbe  Seisreiary  under  the  JtmS. 
Iities  of  his  oaib,  exhibili;g  Um  isaiX 
tion  of  the  QovemmeaL  fui  tSea  imd 
the  data  in  his  possessioa  aecesaary  lo  euNe  ku 
t«  communicate  the  truth  to  Congitik  Hek« 
done  so:  and  yet  we  find  gtnllemea  oa  ihii  (• 
making  a  systematic  effort  lo  indsoe  the  eotatu 
believe  that  there  is  a  ftmmaa  defidacjiti 
revenae;  that  the  Goverament  is  deeply  iinlielji 
debt;  and  that  no  reliance  is  to  be  pluediIltel^ 
port  Now,  Mr.'  Cbainnaa,  wh;  is  it  iku  ti 
leaders  of  the  Whig  party  here  ate  laboriif «» 
sidttously  lo  produce  the'  impresnoa  tkal  At  Qi, 
vemment  is  in  debt?  The  reason  iiipfmn 
every  man  who  has  paid  any  auetuia  n  k 
movements  of  that  party.  They  dcwe  lo  Mh 
this  a  pretext  for  an  exiraoidiaaiy  ttan  of  Cn. 
gress;  and  iben,  by  resorting  to  a  Iota,  oak  in. 
liooal  debt,  and  thus  lay  the  fooadaiioiitiihia. 
tablisbmrni  of  a  National  Baak.  Tteidntf 
poUticians  who  believe  thataDatioeilUit  "ii 
national  blessing,"  has  not  yet  bsetoe  esiiet. 
They  know  that  tbe  B^nk  of  Eatlud  (iid  (ton 
that  country  they  borrow  many  of  tkeit  piliui 
dogmas}  would  soon  totter,  anil  eraable  lo  h 
ground,  if  it  were  not  for  ihe  eaoroom  deWof&tt 
country;  they  know,  too,  that  a  Nitioiil  Bukeii- 
not  be  sustained  in  this  Qovemsieiii  vitjuoi  t  » 
ttonal  debt;  abd  hence  tbeir  efon^  aa  ill  oeeuiw, 
to  produce  a  necessity  for  ote. 

I  have  been  considerably  niiad  it  ike  egaiit' 
riety  of  opinion  amongst  die  leuaed  Whip  vlio 
hare  addressed  th«  commi'teeoaihisbiiiiehof  die 
subject  They  all  agree  that  theRiiipertuaeii 
deficiency  in  tbe  revenue,  and  ;et  fitaviieljrii 
to  tbe  amount  of  that  deficiesey.  ThtpatlaDU 
from  Maine  [Mr.  Bvim]  deelata  ihit  the  dei- 
ciency  will  amoam  to  from  seven  loMiultiiM 
ofdollaial  The  geoiieauafnaTeneaKlMi. 
Bbll]  thinks  it  will  be  some  fifteea  nillitii!  Iki 
geoUenanfrom  South  Oaroliu  [Mi.  Tbiwm| 
says  about  twelve  or  fifteen  niltiMfc  WUeto 
genUeman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Buun.Ja*' 
eifheri»g  the  whole  of  them,p«liit«ticihaikM 
forty  miUions!  Now,  sir,  whatever  etiitel 
may  have  in  tbe  mathematical  leamiiituiitUiir 
of  the^e  gentlemen,  yell  prefer,  ia  a  eve  efts 
kind,  relying  on  tbe  report  of  the  a<«ttiiij,il<, 
from  his  position  as  the  fiscal  officei  of  tiie  Onst- 
meat,  is  enabled  lo  look  over  die  vhole  pmi, 
and  give  as  the  me  condition  of  oat  isueo;  k 
must,  eertainlv,  undtrsiaod  the  icaoitta  ofik 
Government,  the  sum  that  will  probaUybeiwi" 
in  the  Treasury,  and  the  amoant  iKcemiT^t 
proper  admioiauation  of  i's  affair).  Tnii  li> 
founded  on  thai  report;  and  we,  trtoare  Bovaai 
majority  here,  are  not  only  willing,  b«i  uiiuM 
provide  tbe  necefsary  means  loeaaUeihai* 
are  soon  to  take  charge  of  the  OofBiaeii, Jj 
meet  all  the  demands  agabst  the  tMNiri*" 
preserve  the  public  credit  inviolaie.  il**? 
tbe  Administration  we  have  sapiMiM  t»M 
defeated  and  overthrown,  yet  eur  ittj*"  * 
Government  does  not  cease  on  the  W  ll»i<ai"» 
No, sir;  the  fame  love  of  couBiiy-ike  aM» 
dent  desire  to  perpetuate  tke  tlibeni*  ow^ 
to  ns  by  our  aneesiora,  that  aetoaied  ai  ia  byiF 
years,  still  animates  our  boeoms;  aad,  «W» 
displaced  from  offlce,  we  still  cheii*  "»'*'*] 
tions,  and  wish  that  they  may  be  so  »i»™*"' 
m  to  promote  the  Interests  and  advance  wfr 
ness  of  the  people.  As  I  know  these  to  he*)* 
feelings,  so  I  believe  them  to  be  the  KSUMtts 
tbe  party  to  which  I  belong.  j 

Several  gentlemen  of  tbe  Oppositioa.hijkii  W 
confidence  of  the  Whig  party,  have,  daii*  *f 
sent  debate,  advocated  theesiabliahiaeatoi  t^j^i 
tional  Bank,  as  not  only  eoostituiisBsI,  hi>  *^ 
solntely  necessary  to  a  proper  admiaixia*'"! 
fiscal  affairs  of  the  Government    i  ban  » 
position  to  anticipate  this  ijnestion,  by  wW"i' 
a  discussion  of  its  merits  at  tbe  prent  naii 
when  it  is  submitted,  as  it  probably  wiU^'* 
next  session  of  Congress,  as  a  dittiao  f^ 
for  action,  I  trust  I  will  be  ready  to  ■*•  *• 
the  mean  i\me,  hetrerer,  I  may  lem^  ***' 
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now  before  the  eonatry,  as  ooe  of  tbe  prominent 
measures  of  those  whu  are  eoon  t»  come  into  pow> 
er;  and,  as  snch,  demaods  the  serioos  eonsidera- 
tioa  of  the  American  people.  Upon  this  subject, 
permit  me  to  say,  I  slaad  where  Thomas  Jeflarson, 
the  ereat  apos:le  of  American  Democracy,  stuod  in 
1791;and  deny  Ihe  constitotioDal  power  to  create 
•ach  an  iastiiaiiott;  Th(»,  sir,  is  my  p 'Sition,  iod 
no  haman  power  ^ball  drive  me  from  it.  As  long 
as  I  retain  a  scat  in  ihe  public  coanells,  as  long  as 
my  constiiaeais  honor  me  with  their  confijeoce, 
yoo  may  rest  assured  that  no  institniion  which  ex- 
ists by  a  violation  of  the  Conslilutioni  and  which, 
in  its  practical  Operation*,  is  calculated  to  swallow 
np  tbe  soTereignty  of  the  btales  and  the  rights  of 
the  indiridaal  citizen,  will  receive  my  countenance 
or  support.  Bui,  sir,  although  invited  by  gentle. 
man  on  tbe  other  side,  I  do  not  intend  to  debate 
this  subject  now,  but  merely  to  mark  it  as  one  of 
tbe  measures  of  the  new  Admiaistration. 

i  have  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  th<  leaders  on 
the  other  side  have  attempted,  by  their  ingenuity 
In  tbe  use  of  figures,  to  make  us  bf  lieve-  that  there 
was  a  ftmunmt  deficiency  in  Ihe  revenue.  If  such 
be  ibe  fact,  (which  is  by  no  means  admitted,)  bow 
comes  it  that  w«  have  a  proposition  in  tbe  other 
end  of  tbe  Capitol  (the  Senate)  to  divide  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  amongst  the  State^t  If 
the  Treasury  is,  as  yon  allege,  already  bankrupt, 
why  increase  that  deficiency,  by  cutting  off  the  re- 
venue  arising  from  Ihe  public  domain?  Sir,  this  is  a 
new  plan  for  replenishing  a  deficient  Treasury,  and 
deserves  to  be  ranked  amongst  the  greatest  dis- 
eoreries  of  tbe  age.  You  have  said  that  there  was 
-*  "permanent  deficiency"  in  the  Treatur}; 
and,  in  order  to  make  this  true,  yon  propose 
to  give  a  poition  of  tht  revenue  to  the  Staler!  But, 
sir,  I  deny  the  power,  under  the  Constitution,  to 
distribute  this  money  amorgst  the  States,  as  has 
been  contended  for  by  gentlemen  on  tbe  other  side 
of  tbe  House.  Cangress  has  no  power  to  levy 
taxes  on  tbe  people,  to  collect  money  for  dittri- 
bntion'  among  the  State*.  No  gentleman  in  this 
Hoese  dare  rise  in  his  place,  and  assert  the  consti- 
tntional  right  of  Congress  to  divide  the  revenue  col- 
lected under  your  tariff  laws  amongst  Ihe  Slates. 
The  money  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  goes  into  the  Treasury,  conititntes  a  parr  of 
the  revanne  of  the  GovDrnmenr,  and  isi  liable  to  all 
Ibe  rastrictioos  imposed  by  tbe  Constiiaiion  upon 
any  part  of  tbe  public  treasure.  If  yon  can  dis- 
tribute any  portion,  ;  on  can  distribute  the  whole. 
Bat,  gentlemen  tell  a«,  this  money  arisrs  from  the 
sale  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  Government,  and 
ttiat  the  Constitution  declares  that  Congress  shall 
have  power  lo  dispose  of  the  territory  belonging  to 
tbe  United  States.  If,  under  this  section,  yon  claim 
tbe  power  (o  sell  the  public  domain,  and  distribute 
tbe  proceeds  to  the  States,  you  can  levy  taxes  on 
tbe  people,  purchase  land,  sell  it,  and  divide  the 
proceeds.  Now,  it  is  a  well  settled  rule  iii  law, 
tbat  you  shall  not  be  permitted  to  do  indirectly, 
what  yod  are  hot  allowed  lo  directly;  so  that,  in  my 
taomble  jodjmeDt,  the  admission  that  Congress  had 
not  tbe  consiiiutional  po  ver  to  disiribote  ihe  mo- 
ney collected  by  m<ans  of  a  tariff,  is  a  surrender 
of  the  question,  and  an  acknowledgment  of  tbe 
unieunstiiaiionaiity  of  the  di&tribntioa  of  the  pro- 
ceeds, of  ihi  public  lands. 

But,  sir,  this  distrihotion  act,  so  far  as  it  goes, 
is  ittiended  (o  be  an  assumption  of  tbe  State 
debts;  its  effect  will  be  to  cnbance  tbe  value  of 
the  State  bond.o,  some  of  which  are  now  worth 
only  sixty  cents  on  lbs  dollar.  These  bonds,  to 
the  amount  of  mors  than  iwo  hondrtd  millions, 
are  now  held  by  the  British  bankers  and  brokers; 
and  you  propose,  by  assuming  tbe  d<bi,  to 
enhance  the  valne  in  their  hands;  thus  giving 
them  at  ones  some  seventy  or  eighty  millions 
of  dollarsi  Many  of  the  States  have  run  per- 
fectly wild  in  their  schemes  of  internal  improve- 
ments, and  have  contracted  debts  abroad,  which 
yon  now  propose  to  pay  by  impcsiog  additiohal 
bnrdeDS  (for  yon  mnsi  increase  yeur  tariff  if  you 
divide  the  land  revenue)  upon  the  people  of  the 
aon*indebled  as  well  as  the  indebted  Slates.  It 
was  boldly  charged  on  the  Whigs  during  the 
late  eaarass,  that,  if  ibey  succeed^,  the  British 
bankers  would  have  cause  to  rejoice;  for  a  bill  pro. 


viding,  in  some  shape  or  form,  for  the  assumptiun 
of  the  Slate  debts,  would  be  passed.  It  was 
charged  that  these  bankers  were  exerting  the  influ- 
ence which  their  money  gave  ihem  to  defeat  the 
presfnt  Administration.  They  held  upwards  of 
two  hundred  millionn  of  our  stecks;  and  it  is  un- 
rectOnable  to  suppose  they  would  remain  inactive, 
when  their  pecuniary  interest,  to  so  great  an  extent, 
was  involved  in  the  contest.  I  do  nol  intend  to  say 
that  a  SBfficipnt  number  cf  votes  were  actually 
purchased  to  change  the  result — (although,  under 
the  pipe-iaytng  system,  which  has  recently  obtained 
in  many  parts  of  the  country,  much  was  doubtless 
used  in  this  way) — but  that  its  corrupting  influence 
was  seen  and  felt,  in  the  prinliog  and  dislribniion 
of  the  various  publications  made  by  the  Whigs, 
misrepresenting  the  acts  and  traducing  the  charac- 
ter of  tbe  present  Chief  Magistrate,  and  in  the 
getting  up  of  idle  shows  and  pageantries.  That 
foreigners  did  interfere  in  our  elections  is  proved 
by  the  numerous  pnblicatioiis  which  have  recently 
been  made.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  read  them; 
for  they  have  already  been  submitted  lo  the  people, 
and  have  doubtless  received,  as  they  merited,  their 
serious  consideration.  I  present,  however,  one  ex- 
tract from  an  English  paper,  showing  tbe  feeling 
of  the  people  of  that  country  against  tbe  D^mo* 
cracy  of  ibic 

"The  election  of  General  Harrison  to  Ihe  Presi. 
dency  of  tbe  United  States  is  an  event  detfly  inte* 
rtsltn^  to  England, 

"Mr.  Van  Baren  was  the  deadly  enemy  of 
Great  Britain.  He  stimulated  tbe  various  crusades 
against  paper  money.  He  beaded  tbe  eoaspi. 
racitg  tbat  were  formed  for  Ihe  purpose  of  defraud- 
ing English  creditors  out  of  Ihe  debts  due  them  by 
America.  He  was  'he  abettor  of  treason  in  Cana- 
da. He  prompttd  retutanee  to  the  juit  elaiim  of 
England  in  reftrmet  to  the  Mbrtheast  boundan/  qu$»- 
lion. 

"The  tympaUaea  of  General  Harrison  point, 
we  believe,  in  a  lAreetion  the  revere*  *f  that 
to  which  Ike  pnjudieet  of  Mr.  Van  Bwen  inelined. 

"The  election  of  General  Harrison  is,  in 
short,  a  result  on  tokiek  England  utay  eonfpratuUte 
hertelf." 

This  extract  is  taken  from  the  "London  Morn- 
ing Chronicle,"  and  is,  in  my  opiaion,  the  high- 
est compliment  that  could  be  paid  to  Mr.  Van 
Buren.  To  be  abused  and  denounced  by  tbe 
monarchists  of  England,  is  the  strongest  evi- 
dence of  his  attachment  to  oar  free  inslitutions. 
Bui,  sir,  I  have  no  disposition  te  puisne  this  subject 
lartber. 

Some  gentlemen,  seeing  the  dilemma  in  which 
tXeji,  were  abont  to  be  placed  by  the  disiribnticn 
act,  have  sought  to  relieve  them^lves  by  a  propo- 
sition to  levy  a  duty  on  wines,  silks,  &s.  and  thas, 
by  the  imposition  of  new  taxes  on  the  people,  sup- 
ply the  vacuum  produced  in  ibe  Treasury  by  the 
withdrawal  of  the  land  revenue;  so  that,  in  order 
to  have  money  for  distribution  lo  the  Stales,  you 
mustineiease  the  burdens  on  the  people.  This  is 
not,  in  my  opinion,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  proper 
time  for  the  adjoslment  of  this  question;  but  when 
■he  tariff  comes  before  us  for  revision,  it  can  be 
discussed.  In  the  meanwhile,  let  us  husband  onr 
resources  by  an  economical  expenditure;  and,  if 
duties  are  lo  be  levied  on  these  articles,  let  it  be 
taken  off,  in  a  correspnndiog  degree,  from  the  ne- 
cessaries of  I'fe,  in  order  that  tbe  laboring  man 
(who,  after  all,  is  compelled  to  pay  Ibis  duty,)  may 
be  relieved  as  far  as  possible  from  taxation.  But  I 
have  no  ditiposition  to  debate  this  question  now. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Basn^bd  ] 
nolwiibslanding  he  declares  there  is  a  "permanent 
deficiency"  in  the  revenue  of  some  forty  millions, 
charges  the  Demccratie  party  wiih  "niggardly  par- 
Mmony"  in  the  Administration  of  the  Govern- 
meut;  and  hopes  that,  under  General  Harrison's 
auspices,  the  various  harbors,  fortifications,  and 
other  works  which,  he  alleges,  we  have  neglected, 
will  be  liberally  attended  to!  Instead  of  reducing 
tbe  expendituffs  of  the  Government,  as  tbe  Secre- 
tary recommends,  he  is  for  increasing  them;  and 
this,  I  supp.'se,  is  his  plan  for  diminishing  his  de- 
fict  of  forty  millions  in  the  revenue.  Bat,  sir,  we 
are  charged  with  a  "niggardly  parsimony."  Before 
the  election,  the  Whig  orators  in  every  part  of  the 


country  denounced,  in  tones  of  thunder,  the  Ad- 
minisiraiioo,  for  havisg  increased  tbe  expense*  of  , 
tlie  Government.  Notwithstanding  the  expendi- 
tures last  year  (1840)  were  some  (en  miliions  less 
than  in  1838,  yet  we  were  told  tbe  public  money 
was  squandered.  Now  that  the  elrction  is  over, 
instead  of  extravagance,'We  have  the  cry  of  "par- 
simony." Let  the  people  mark  ibb !  Tbegenile- 
man  from  New  York  also  said  (if  I  understood 
him) thai  the  furniture  in  the  President's  House 
was  unfit  for  the  dwelling  of  a  gentleman.  This, 
Mr.  Chairman,  was  the  unkindest  cut  of  all.  Im- 
mediately preceding  the  adjournment  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  the  gentleman  from  PeDn5yl- 
vania  [Mr.  Oqu:]  made  a  speech  commenting  on 
all  the  articles  of  furniture  in  the  President's 
House,  from  the  garret  to  the  cellar,  and  from  the 
parlor  to  the  kilctaen,  and  attempted  to  show  that 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  living  in  tbe  style  and  fsshion 
of  a  king,  rather  than  of  a  Repablican  President. 
That  speech  was  sent  out  by  thousands — yea,  mil- 
lions— and  constituted  the  political  capital  of  the 
grogshop  politicians  and  small-beer  orators  of  that 
party  throughout  the  country.  Bat  tbe  object  has 
been  attained.  The  election  is  over,  and  ibe  "gold 
spoon"  humbug  explodes.  From  the  course  you 
are  now  pursuing,  the  people  will  be  enabled  to  see 
how  much  honesty  characierizrd  your  conduct  pre- 
ceding the  election. 

There  is  another  subject,  introduced  by  Ihe  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bell,]  to  which 
I  beg  leave  to  refer.  I  allude  to  the  "prospective 
pre-emption  law,"  which,  1  rejoice  to  learn,  was 
passed  by  the  Democraiie  party  in  the  Sicate  on 
yesterday,  and  is  now  in  this  Hoiise  for  its  action. 
It  has  been  denounced  here  as  a  "humbug,  de- 
signed to  catch  votes;"  and  gentlemen  have  vo- 
Innteered  the  as>ertioa  tbat  we  did  not  desire  its 
passage.  Now,  sir,  what  is  this  billl  It  is  simply 
a  proposition  to  give  the  settler  upon  the  pnblie 
lands  the  right  of  pre-emption;  and  differs  only 
from  the  laws  heretofore  passed,  in  the  fact  that  it 
is  prospective  in  its  operation.  It  does  not  propose 
to  gw  the  public  domain  to  the  settler,  but  to  allow 
him  to  take  that  portion  on  which  he  has  settled 
and  bnilt  a  lo;  cabin,  at  the  Government  price, 
within  a  limited  period.  It  is  a  measure  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  man,  for  the  humble  tenants  of 
tbe  log-cabin.';  for  these  who  may  be  driven  by 
poverty  from  the  older  States,  and  who  may  go 
with  no  bank-bills,  perhaps,  in  their  pockets,  but 
with  strong  arms  and  honest  hearts,  to  hunt  for 
themselves  and  their  families  a  hoae  in  the  far 
West.  Sir,  if  this  were  a  nwasure  for  the  advance* 
ment  of  the  pecuniary  interest  of  spocu'aiors  or 
bankers,  it  would  not  meet  with  the  opposition  it 
does  from  Whig  gentlemen.  Although  loud  in 
ih°ir  professions  of  at'aehment  to  ihe  foot  man, 
when  office  is  to  be  obtained,  in  their  legislation 
little  regard  is  paid  to  his  interests.  Geatli-men 
have  denounced  these  settlers  as  "lawless  squatters" 
and  "land  pirates,"  and  told  us  that  the  United 
Stales  marshal  ought  to  be  ^nt  with  a  miliiary 
force  to  dispossess  them.  S.r,  if  a  banker  (as  is 
the  practice  every  daj)  swindles  the  commanity  oiit 
of  millions,  tbs  act  gors  unwhipt  of  justice;  but  if 
a  poor  man  settles  down  on  the  public  land,  and 
endeavors,  by  his  industry  acd  frugality,  to  pro- 
cure a  livelihood  for  bis  children,  yon  would  raise 
a  military  force  to  turn  him  off,  and  deprive  him  of 
the  li  tie  improvement  he  had  made.  This  may  be 
Whig  policy  and  Whig  justice;  but,  I  venture  the 
assertion,  ihie  American  people  are  not  prepared  for 
such  doctrine.  In  the  estimation  of  these  Whig 
orators,  to  cut  down  a  few  trees  in  a  d^nse  and 
almost  unbroken  forest  belonging  to  Ibe  Govern- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  cultivating  a  few  acres  of 
com,  is  a  most  heinous  offence;  whilst  they  suffer 
the  bankers  to  violate  the  laws,  make  sport  of  their 
legislation,  acquire  wealth  by  their  villanies,  and 
ride  in  proud  triumph  over  tbe  ruin  and  desolation 
of  the  laboring  man.  Sir,  there  is  a  point  beyond 
which  forbearance  ceases  to  a  virtue;  and  the  time 
will  come  when  this  great  money  power,  which  is 
eating  out  tbe  substance  of  the  people,  must  be 
checked  by  yeur  laeislation,  or  the  land  will  be  de- 
luged in  blood.  Tbe  day  of  retribution  is  at  hand, 
and  wo  be  lo  that  legislator  who  seeks  lo  aggran* 
disc  the  few  by  the  oppression  of  the  many. 
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The  pre-emption  bill  {is  a  favorite  measure  with 
me,  and  enlisis  all  the  sympathies  of  my  oature.  It 
affords  me  the  most  sincere  pleasure  to  do  all  in  my 
powtr  lo  advance  the  iiiierest  of  the  hardy  and  en- 
terprising emigrant,  vho,  abandoning  the  home  of 
his  faiherF,  the  irorD.out,  worm-;Bten  land  of  his 
nativity,  has  taken  op  his  ajbode  in  the  rich  viilleys  of 
the  far  West.  Sir,  I  would  rather  b<-  recognised 
as  the  champion  ot  such  men,  than  hold  (he  highest 
office  within  the  gift  of  my  coanlry.  Let  these 
men  have  tbe  encouragement  of  the  Government — 
the  promise  that,  within  a  limited  ptriod,  they 
shall  be  permitted,  at  your  present  price,  to  pnr- 
chase  the  land  on  which  they  reside;  and,  wiih 
their  industry  and  enterprise,  the  rude  cabin  will 
soon  give  way  to  the  comfortable  dnelliDg,  and 
the  wilderness  be  made  "to  bloom  and  blossom  as 
the  rose."  By  the  pa«s8ge  of  this  ic>,  many,  in 
the  old  Slates  of  this  Union,  who  now  feel,  from 
day  to  day,  the  catting  lash  of  p«nnry  and  want, 
and  who  have  families  growing  op  around  them, 
without  the  ability  lo  sopply  ihem  with  even  the 
ncesearics  of  life,  would  emigrate  to  the  West,  set- 
tle down  en) our  lands,  and  soon  sarround ibem- 
seWes  with  all  the  comforts  of  life.  In  this  way 
yon  would  not  only  contribute  to  their  happiness, 
but  in  making  them  the  owners  of  the  eo  I,  in- 
crease and  strengthen  their  attachment  to  the  Union; 
and  ihns  lay  ihs  fonndat'on  fur  the  permanent 
prosperity  of  the  country  broad  and  deep  in  the 
affections  of  the  people.  I  would,  for  my  own  part, 
much  rather  make  a  gift  of  the  public  domain  to 
hoKafiit  tetllers,  who  would  improve  the  country, 
tban  to  see  it  fsllingat  the  Ooveinment  price  into 
the  bands  of  speculators. 

j^One  word  more  en  this  point.  If  gentlemen  re- 
gard this  pre  emption  bill  as  an  "fl-ciionecrirg" 
measure,  »h«t,  t  ask,  do  they  think  of  the  the  dis- 
tribution acit  That  is  a  measure  which  has  been 
haiirked  about  by  a  distinguished  Senator  [Mr. 
Clat]  for  a  number  of  years,  and  has  constitnted  a 
large  portion  of  his  political  capital;  a  measure, 
Ihroogh  the  influence  of  which  he  hopes  to  reach 
tbe  goal  «f  his  ambition— the  Pre^idei  cy.  If  the 
pre.emption  bill  which  has  paFsed  the  Senate 
passes  this  House,  (aad  I  know  it  will  not  be  the 
fault  of  the  Democracy  if  it  does  not,)  and  the  price 
of  the  public  lands  is  graduated,  many  portions  of 
the  country,  now  considered  nnprodnrtive  :nd 
valueless,  will  soon  be  settled  and  under  cultiva- 
tion. A  considerable  part  of  the  public  domain 
has  been  in  market  for  some  twenty  or  thirty  years; 
and,  if  the  price  of  Ibis  were  rednced  and  gra- 
duated, much  of  it  might  be  sold;  and  thus  the  Trea- 
aory  repleni>hed,  without  a  resort  lo  additional 
taxes  on  the  pei^ple.  This  policy  has  been  adopted 
by  some  of  ihe  Slates  in  disposing  of  their  lands, 
and  ought  to  be  pursued  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment 

Much  has  been  said  by  the  different  grnilrmen 
who  have  addrested  the  committee  ia  relation  lo 
Ihe  policy  of  the  next  Administration.  Wtiil.it 
gentlemen  tell  us  that  General  Harrison  stood 
fairly  committed  before  the  pnblic  upon  all  the  va- 
rious questions  in  wh'c'i  the  people  are  interested, 
we  find  them  here  differing  widely  as  to  the  mea- 
sures be  will  recommend,  or  the  policy  he  will 
adopt.  The  gentleman  frooi  New  York  [Mr.  BiB- 
MARO]  hopes  and  bt'lieves  that  liberal  appropria- 
tions will  te  m»de,  the  "niggardly  parsimony"  of 
Ihe  present  Administration  abandoned,  and  a  Na- 
tional Bank  established.  We  sre  alio  told,  by 
those  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Pre.iident  elect, 
that  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  will  be  distri- 
buted among-it  the  Slater,  and  an  additional  tariff 
levied  en  certain  articles,  i«  make  up  the  deficiency 
in  the  Treatnry.  Other  gendemen  of  the  same 
party  have  denounced  these  measures,  and  declared 
such  would  not  be  the  policy  of  General  Harrison. 
The  eloquent  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisi,] 
who  has  long  stood  before  the  country  as  one  oi 
the  ablest  champions  of  the  Whig  caone,  has  de- 
nounced, in  unmeasured  term!<,  an  increase  of  the 
expenditures  of  the  Govertiment,  the  project  for  a 
duty  on  wines  and  silks,  and  tbe  distribution  of  tbe 
proceeds  of  the  pnblic  lands.  Well,  sir,  here  stand 
members  of  ihe  same  parly  differing  in  every  thing, 
as  to  the  course  of  the  next  Admioislratioo.  Now, 
(Iocs  not  every  one  see  that  if,  as  hat  been  alleged. 


General  Harrison's  views  were  well  known  lo  Ihe 
country,  this  contrariety  of  opinion  would  not  ex- 
ist. I  have  no  disposition  to  speak  harshly  of  the 
man  who  has  been  selected  by  my  coenirymen  to 
preside  over  the  des'isies  of  this  Republic.  Not- 
wiihstandiisg  Ihe  manner  in  which  be  comes  in,  he 
ought  In  h3ve  a  fair  trial.  If,  as  his  friends  de- 
clared before  the"  election  woold  be  the  case,  hi-t 
mea.'-ures  are  in  accordance  with  those  which  go- 
verned the  Administration  of  Jefferson — if  he  ad- 
heres lo  the  good  old  Republican  doctrines  taught 
by  our  fathers — I  will  not  be  found  anayed  sgaiost 
him.  But  if,  on  ihe  contrary,  he  proves  a  latitndi- 
narian  in  his  eonslruetton  of  the  Constitution — if, 
under  his  auspices,  a  National  Bank  is  created,  and 
a  national  debt  .saddled  upon  the  people,  to  carry 
on  a  splendid  sys'em  of  internal  improvement, 
thus  making  the  States  the  mere  stipendiaries  of  the 
General  Government — if  the  public  money  is  to  be 
taken  from  the  hands  of  public  officers,  where  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  intended  it  should  be, 
and  given  to  bankers,  to  increase  iheir  dividends 
and  enhance  the  talue  of  their  »iock — then,  sir,  I 
w.ll  oppose  his  administration  boldly  and  fearlessly, 
and  to  tbe  fullest  extent  of  my  humble  abilities. 
The  D.-mocratic  principles,  which  1  believe  to  be 
inseparably  conr.ecled  with  Ihe  prosperity  of  the 
country,  shall  not  be  sacrificed,  if  I  have  thi  power 
to  avert  it. 

We  have,  during  this  debate,  had  the  novel  spec- 
tacle of  Whig  members  debating  ihe  question, 
whether  or  no  we  will  have  a  special  se.<sion  of 
Congress  this  summer.  The  ConslilHtion  gives  the 
President  alone  the  power  to  cnnvne  Congress, 
should  he  deem  it  necessary.  This  Honte  has  no 
control  whatever  over  the  subject,  and  yel  it  has 
been  warmly  di^ussed  by  gentlemen  in  the  Oppo- 
sition. I  understand  that  a  caucus,  consisting  of 
the  Whig  Seaators,  has  been  held,  at  which  it  was 
determined  that  a  special  session  should  be  called. 

Here  Mr.  Jbriper  of  Maryland,  rose,  and  after 
disclaiming  any  knowledge  of  such  a  caucus,  ask. 
ed  for  tbe  authority  on  which  tbe  declaration  was 
made. 

Mr.  Wbllcr  responded  that  he  made  tbe  asser- 
tion on  the  authority  of  the  Whig  papers  in  New 
York  and  Philadelphia;  in  oite  of  which  the  names 
of  the  Senators  in  attendance  were  given.  He 
was  not  aware  that  the  Senator  thus  numcd  had 
authorized  a  denial  of  ihe  coirecne^sof  there- 
port. 

Mr.  JcNirBB  asked  Mr.  Wciler  whether  be  be- 
lieved all  he  read  in  Whig  papers! 

Mr.  WiLLXR  replied  that  he  was  not  generally 
in  the  habit  of  placing  much  confidence  on  them; 
but  that,  when  they  undertook  to  give  the  move- 
ments of  their  party. leaders,  he  supposed  they 
might  be  depended  on. 

It  is  then  settled.  Mr.  Chairman,  so  far  as  the  ad- 
Vlteis  of  the  President  are  concerned,  that  we  must 
have  a  special  session  of  Contress.  And  for  what 
purpose?  If  our  country  were  aboat  to  be  involve.-! 
in  a  war,  and  it  were  important  to  make  prepara- 
tions for  defending  our  rights,  an  extraordinary 
session  might  be  nectssary  and  proper;  tut  why 
call  ns  from  our  homes,  at  an  expen.se  of  some 
three  or  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  tbepeo- 
die?  I  know  of  n>  other  reason  than  because  you 
are  anxious  to  repeal  tbe  act  commonly  called  the 
■■Sub-Treasury  bill.  In  the  late  canvass  the  banks 
freely  expended  their  money  to  elevate  the  Whig 
orators  to  oSice;  and  now  they  are  impatient  for 
their  remuneration;  ibcy  have  complied  with  their 
part  of  the  comract,  and  expect  you  to  comply  wiih 
yoar.«,  by  giving  them  the  use  and  custody  of  Ihe 
public  money.  They  are  unwilling  to  trust  yon 
until  the  annual  session  of  Congress.  Yes,  sir; 
the  banks  have  issued  their  edicts  to  you,  and  you 
have  issued  yours  to  tbe  President  elect,  demanding 
a  sprcial  session  of  Congress,  in  order  that  the 
"Sub-Treasury"  may  be  repealed,  and  the  public 
money  be  again  given  to  a  favored  few  to  advance 
their  interests.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Lane]  said  ihat  this  act  had  "carried  darkness 
and  gloom  in'o  every  avenue  of  life,"  and  has  re- 
peated to  this  House  a  speech  about  the  removal  of 
the  deposiies,  ihe  specie  circular,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  State*,  &c.  I  have  no  doubt,  sir,  that 
speech  wasfreqaently  recited  to  bis  constituents  at 


home  during  the  late  election,  and  received  from 
Ihem  much  more  attention  than  it  met  with  here. 
We  were  I  old  some  years  ago,  when  the  patriot  af 
the  Hermitage  was  a  candida'e  for  the  Pretideoey, 
that  "war,  pestilence,  and  famine"  were  preferable 
to  the  rule  of  a  military  chieftain;  and  another  dis- 
tinguished Senator,  who  is  soon  to  be  in  the  cabinet, 
in  depicting  the  ruin  that  must  ensue  from  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposiies,  declared  that  our  "canals  wonid 
be  a^oliinde,and  our  lakes  a  desert  waste  of  waters." 
But,  sir,  that  military  chieftain  was  elected;  aad 
neither  "war,"  "pestilence,"  nor  "famine,"  over- 
spread the  land;  but,  on  the  contrary,  so  ably  did 
he  administer  the  Government,  that  we  now  Gad 
these  men  the  most  devoted  supporters  of  military 
chieftains.  The  public  depo^iles  were  not  restored, 
nor  were  our  canals  made  a  "solitude;"  but,  on  ibe 
contrary,  the  eummeice  of  ihe  country  increased, 
and  the  people  continued  prosperous  and  happy. 
Bat  I  have  no  inclination  to  review  the  acts  of  Ge- 
neral Jackson's  administration;  they  have  been 
paas-d  upon  by  the  American  people,  and  now 
coDs'itute  a  part  of  our  national  history.  He  who 
believes  he  can  divert  public  aliention  from  tbe  pro- 
fligate acts  of  the  banks,  and  make  tbera  believe 
that  th-!  mere  fact  of  the  Government  taking  care 
of  its  own  money,  by  means  of  the  "Sub-Treasu- 
ry"  law,  has  produced  the  present  low  prices  of  la- 
bor and  produce,  and  tbe  general  embarrassment  ia 
the  bosine.ss  of  the  country,  has  much  mislaken  the 
intelligence  of  Ibe  people.  Tne  time  for  such  ar- 
guments (if  arguments  tliey  can  be  called)  has 
gone  by.  it  may  have  done  well  enough,  during  a 
heated  canvass,  to  advance  such  doctrines;  bat  the 
time  for  reasoning  has  returned,  and  tbe  sober 
judgment  of  tbe  people  is  noir  directed  lo  the  true 
ciu«^  of  their  difficulties. 

We  hare,  Mr.  Chairman,  just  passed  throagh 
one  of  the  most  violent  contests  ever  witnessed  in 
our  country.  The  fires  of  party  strife  were  kindled 
in  the  val'eys  and  on  the  I  ill-top«;  the  whole  repub- 
lic wa«  converted  into  an  amphitheatre,  in  which 
pol  tieal  gladiators  met  ia  fierce  combat  and  biule 
arrav  ■  The  suco  s-ful  party,  by  low  appeals  to  the 
prejudices  of  the  people — by  shows  and  parades  of 
the  mod  disgusting  character — called  into  action 
all  the  worst  pissions  of  the  human  heart,  and 
made  enemies,  bitter  and  irreconcilable,  of  those 
whom  nature  designed  fur  friend?.  Sir,  I  need  not 
remind  you  of  the  foolish  processions,  the  vulgar 
songs,  and  the  virions  shows,  which  ejiered  into 
and  constituted  the  capital  Meek  of  our  opponeat* 
in  the  late  canvass.  They  are  still  fresh  in  your 
recolltctioD,  and,  I  trus*,  for  the  honor  of  our  com- 
mon country,  will  never  again  be  repea'ed.  Such 
scenej  were  insulting  to  the  intelligence  of  the  peo- 
ple.'and  well  calculated  lo  undermine  the  fouoda- 
tion  of  our  free  institutions.  But,  sir,  the  eleetirn 
is  ovei;  and  we  have  assembled  here  as  leglslatorF, 
for  the  purpose  of  enacting  such  laws  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary  to  promote  the  welfare  of  oar 
consiiioent.s.  1  expected  that  the  excitement  con- 
nected with  thai  election  had  sab.<ided,  and  that  we 
sbonld  meet  in  ihi-)  Hall  as  friends — as  Americans 
jointly  interested  in  ihe  perpetuity  'of  the  Republic, 
and  anxious  to  do  all  incur  power  to  brighten, 
to  strengthen,  and  to  extend  the  chain  of  our 
federal  Union.  I  did  hope  that  a  eoneiUatory 
s.-'irit  would  prevail,  and  that  the  rude  conflicts 
throogh  which  we  have  passed  would  not  be  re- 
newed; that  oil  would  be  poured  upon  the  troobled 
waters;  that  our  victorious  opponents  won'd  act  ia 
the  spirit  that  becomes  a  generous  foe,  and  not,  in 
tones  of  exultation,  taunt  us  with  our  defeai,  aad 
continue  to  denonace  us  as  violators  of  tbe  Consti- 
tution, and  enemies  to  the  nepublie.  In  all  this  I 
have  been  mbtaken.  Before  tbe  election  we  were 
told  that,  in  Ihe  event  tbe  Whig  party  sncoeededL 
we  should  have  "an  era  of  good  feeling;"  Ikai 
every  thing  would  be  done  to  repress  that  viokDt 
party  spirit  which  has  at  times  tbreatened  Ibe  per- 
manency of  our  iDsiitutiooe.  But,  sir,  the  geaeral 
tone  of  the  Whig  members  in  this  debate  has  been 
any  thing  else  than  pacific  Notwithstanding  the 
public  mind  demands  repose,  they  have  detennined 
there  shall  b*  no  peace;  that  this  Repnblia  shall 
again  be  convulsed,  and  ihe  fires  of  party  rekindled. 
During  this  diaeossion,  the  party  to  which  I  am 
fioad  to  belong  has  been  denounced  with  tunaM 
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aerimooy.  Well,  sir,  if  this  is  the  coarse  our  higk- 
miaitd  opponcDts  intend  to  parsne,  I,  for  one,  toy 
ready  for  the  contfst — yes,  sir,  ready  for  tbe  figh>, 
come  when  and  where  it  may;  and  i  »ball  only 
cease  my  exertions  when  the  la>t  spark  of  American 
Democracy  ha«  beenexiiDgai»bed. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  ladiana  [IMr.  Lanx]  has 
raaatingly  told  os  that  "Loco  Focoi^m  was  dead, 
without  the  hope  of  a  resDrreclioB."  If,  by  the 
term  "Loeo  Fceo,"  be  means  the  friends  of  ibe  pre- 
sent Administration  known  as  the  Democratic  par- 
ty, let  me  asnire  him  that  be  is  macb  mi^'aken  It 
is  troe  we  have  been  defeated,  bat  not  anoibilated. 
Let  him  not  suppoie  that  we  have  giren  up  in  de- 
spair, and  intend  to  fold  oar  arms,  and  qaieily 
snbmit  to  Federal  role.  No,  sir,  we  are  not  dis- 
heartened;  there  it  moch  in  the  present  indicative 
of  a  glorions  "resarrection"  to  the  Democracy. 
Already  the  seeds  of  disnoion  are  sown  in  yoar 
own  ranks,  and  allhongh  yuu  now  boast  of  the 
strcnglh  and  power  of  the  giant,  yon  will  soon  be 
M  weak  and  harmless  as  tbe  child  in  its  moiber's 
lap.  Hitherto  you  have  bad  nothing  to  du  but  op- 
poM.  Now  you  are  placed  in  the  majority,  having 
tbe  responsibility  of  the  QoTemment  resting  apon 
yoo,  and  you  will  be  compelled  to  act.  That  ac- 
tion will  exhibit  the  conirarxty  of  opinion  amongsl 
yoo,  and  engender  a  feeling  which  wilt  eventually 
lead  to  a  dismemberment  of  your  party.  Upon  all 
the  great  qaestians  introduced  in  thii  debate,  we 
have  foand  yoo  differing  widely.  The  log  cabins 
and  cooa  skin  banners  which  you  used  so  snccess- 
fally  in  the  late  contest,  will  not  avail  yon  now. 
No  trolgar  songs  ner  idle  shows  can  divert  public 
attention  from  yoar  acts.  You  have  promised  re- 
trenchment and  reform.  You  bare  promised  to  re- 
store the  bntiness  of  the  countrjr,  reform  the  car- 
lency,  and  raise  the  price  of  labor  and  produce; 
and  these  promises  you  are  expected  to  redeem.  I 
do  net  mean,  sir,  that  I  expect  you  to  redeem  them, 
(for  I  am  confident  yon  will  noi,)  but  (be  thousands 
of  honest  men  who  Toled  lor  Qeacral  Harrison  ex- 
pect it.  Lay  not,  then,  tbe  flattering  unction  to 
yoorsuul  that  Denacracy  is  dead.  We  who  have 
enjoyed  her  cheering  sunshine  will  not  abandon  her 
now,  when  enveloped  in  the  clouds  of  adversity  and 
defeat.  To  me  she  is  more  attractive  than  in  the 
days  of  her  proudest  tiiumph.  Yes,  sir.  Democra- 
cy s'.ill  lives;  founded  upon  the  eternal  and  immu.  ' 
table  principles  of  truth,  thongb  cinsbed  to  the 
earth,  it  will  rise  again.  Sir,  it  is  a  noble  sen'i- 
meot— a  sentiment  that  liberalize*  the  feelings,  ex- 
pand, tbe  heart,  and  makes  man  wh^t  Qod  intend- 
ed be  should  be — his  noblest  work.  Lit  no  Demo- 
crat despond,  but  once  more  let  us  rallv  to  the  sap- 
port  of  our  favorite  cause.  Let  us  fling  out  our 
banner  to  the  winds  of  Heaves,  and  inscribe  upon 
its  ample  folds  "ancompromi«ing  hostility  to  a  Na. 
tional  Bank,  and  to  every  law  which  violates  an 
equality  of  political  rights."  Under  this  banner  we 
will  rally  with  the  patriotic  enthusiasm,  the  indomi- 
table energy,  and  tbe  nna<igging  perseverance  which 
characterized  our  fathers  when  they  shook  off  the 
yoke  of  colonial  bondage.  And  if,  after  all  our  ef- 
forts, tbis-fair  Republic  becomes  the  abiding  place 
of  an  aristocracy  as  cruel,  as  iasolen',  and  oppres- 
sive as  that  which  curses  the  older  nations  of  the 
earth — if,  after  a  temporary  prosperity,  it  sinks 
down  into  a  moneyed  despotism,  and  our  country- 
men are  compelled  to  wear  the  clanking,  galling 
chains  of  tyranny,  wecanitand  before  high  heaven, 
and,  with  pure  consciences,  declare  that  we  have 
discharged  our  duty. 


THE  BANKRUPT  BILL. 
REMARKS  OF  MR.  WRIGHT, 

OF  NEW  YORK. 

In  Se»ale,  Mmiay,  fetriMry  8,  1841— The  Bank- 
rapt  bill  being  under  cansideraiion,  and  the  re- 
solution of  Mr.  Hdbmrd  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  in<iru(- 
tioBs  to  so  amend  it  as  to  include  banks  and 
other  trading  incorporations,  being  tbe  question 
before  the  Senate- 
Mr.  WRIGHT  did  not  rise,  as  his  friend  [Mr. 
Sxvtca]  bad  observed,  to  make  a  speech,  but  the 
rather,  as  he  was  sometimes  called  npon  to  do,  to 
aiteo^taa  explanation  of  his  own  oontree  la  le. 


ferenee  to  tbe  bill  then  before  the  Senate.  Before 
be  proceeded,  he  would  make  ano'her  remark,  and 
that  was  that  ihe  opinions  of  Mr.  Van  Baren, 
whether  favorable  or  unfavorable,  to  the  proposi- 
tion under  discussion,  were  only  to  him  the  opinions 
of  a  friend,  whom  he  respected  and  admired;  but 
■hey  had  nothing  to  do  here,  either  on  the  one  side 
or  the  other,  and  tberelere  be  f  honid  not  feel  called 
upon  to  read  from  them  as  auiboriiy  for  his  cnnrie. 
He  made  the  remark  because  he  had  cbserved  that, 
tn  settle  what  seemed  to  be  a  sort  of  controversy 
among  bis  friends,  they  had  referenca  to  tbe  opi  - 
nions  of  the  President,  formerly  expressed  against 
inclading  banks  and  other  incorporations  in  the  pro- 
visions of  a  bankrupt  law,  and,  at  a  later  period,  in 
favor  of  inclading  them;  for  he  believed  he  did  the 
President  no  injustice,  when  he  said  he  bad  changed 
opinion  npon  ibis  point,  and  had  frankly  expressed 
that  change.  This,  however,  was  immaterial  to 
him.  He  respected  the  opinions  of  others,  and  es- 
pecially those  of  Ihe  President,  as  much  as  any 
man,  and  gave  them  as  much  weight,  and  still 
be  endeavored  to  make  op  his  own  mind  on  aU 
questions  upon  which  be  was  compelled  to  act. 

He  desired  now  Ibe  indulgence  of  the  Senate, 
while  he  gave  a  biief  history  of  the  present  agita- 
tion of  this  great  question  of  a  bankrupt  law,  which 
he  was  compelled  to  give,  to  jastify  his  own  course 
and  bis  own  action  in  the  matter. 

The  subject  of  a  bankrupt  law  had,  upon  various 
occasions,  occupied  the  public  mind,  and  claimed 
the  attentiun  of  Congress;  but  the  present  agitation, 
so  far  as  his  knowledge  extruded,  commenced 
dnringihe  summer  and  fall  of  1839.  In  anyevent, 
tbe  proposition  for  a  bankrupt  law  first  made  its 
appearance  in  Coogres'<,  since  be  bad  been  a  mem- 
ber, during  Ihe  last  session,  and  tbe  evidences  were 
then  abandant  that  Ibe  public  mind  was  be- 
coming awake  to  .'iome  national  legislation  under 
tbe  constitutional  provision  upon  that  subject.  In- 
deed, he  himself  received,  almost  daily,  daring  a 
large  portion  of  that  session,  petitions,  numerously 
and  respectably  signed,  praying  Congress  to  pass  a 
uniform  law  on  the  subject  of  baukruplcicsthroogb- 
oat  the  United  Slates. 

He  preceeted  such  petitions  almost  daily,  as  a 
recurrence  to  tbe  proceedibgs  of  the  Seaaie  would 
show,  all  of  which  were  drawn  almost,  if  not  ex- 
actly, in  the  words  of  tbe  Constitution  of  Ibe 
United  States,  their  prayer  being  for  tbe  passage  of 
a  "uniform  law-  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies 
Ihroughoat  the  United  S'ates,"  without  a  reference 
to  a  single  feature  which  such  a  law,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  petitioners,  should  take. 

Eirly  in  those  proeeedings,  as  one  of  those  ma- 
niTestaiions  of  public  sentiment  which,  coming 
from  such  a  source,  and  relating  to  such  a  subjeot, 
have  ever  a  strong  ia&uence  on  his  mind  and  ac- 
tion, was  a  meeting  n(  merchants  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  at  the  Exchange  in  that  city,  making 
an  appeal  to  Congress  to  pass  such  a  law.  He 
(Mr.  Wright)  did  net  fail  then  to  see  that  any 
'bankrupt  law  must  affect  the  solvent  merchants 
more  sensibly  than  any  other  interest  in  this  coun- 
try, except  the  solvent  banks;  and  his  heart  rejoiced 
that  the  colvent  merchants  believed  it  was  expe- 
dient for  Congress  to  exercise  that  high  power,  and 
to  pass  a  bankrupt  law,  at  a  crisis  such  as  then  exist- 
ed. Tne  grant  of  tbe  power  in  the  Constitution  is 
express  and  fall,  but  upon  one  single  occasion  only, 
during  the  existence  of  our  Qovemment,  has  it 
been  called  into  exercise,  and  then  for  a  brief  pe- 
riod, and  with  unsatisfi  ctory  results;  though  we 
have  experienced  frequent  and  severe  revulsions  in 
trade,  extensive  and  mischievotis  derangements  of 
oar  caneney,  and  periods  of  wide-spread  and  dep'o- 
rable  insolv.Bcy.  Tbe  anpnblishrd  history  of  that 
meeting  at  the  Exchange  in  the  city  of  New  York 
told  him  a  further  fact;  that  that  meeting  responded 
to  the  sentiment  that,  if  a  bankrupt  law  was  to  be 
passed,  tbe  banking  institutions  of  the  country 
^onld  be  ineladed  in  its  operation,  though  tbe  re- 
solutions adopted  conta.ncd  no  such  expression.  A 
gentleman  wbll  known  to  the  Senate,  and  well 
known  to  this  whole  country,  (be  alluded  to  a  late 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  Slates,  Mr.  Benja- 
min F.  Butler,)  addressed  that  meeting  for  hours 
on  that  point,  and  bis  sentiments  were  responded  to 
with  cnUrasiasm  by  Ihe  members  of  Ihe  meeting— 


a  meeting  comprising  a  body  of  merchants- of  lb* 
city  of  New  York — of  the  bankers— of  the  bro- 
kers— of  the  traders — indeed,  of  the  business  men 
of  all  professions  and  classes,  equal  in  intelligence, 
in  enterprise,  in  wealth,  in  all  which  constituted 
them  competent  judges  of  tbe  proper  provisions  of 
a  bankrupt  law,  to  any  other  body  of  men  which 
could  have  been  assembled  in  that  great  city,  or  at 
any  other  commercial  point  in  tbe  coaatry. 

Anoihrr  material  step,  for  be  passed  but 
lightly  over  the  these  subjects,  was  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  meeting  of  the  merchants  and 
others  of  that  city  were,  by  it:,  order,  irans- 
mitted  to  the  Legislature  of  the  S'ate  of  New  York, 
wilh  a  rcFpecifnl  request  that  tbe  Legislature  would 
sicnify  to  tbe  representatives  of  the  State  in  the  two 
Hoases  of  Congress,  its  opinion  on  this  important 
subject.  Tbe  Legislature  did  pass  resolutions  in 
one  of  its  branches,  in  the  precise  language  of  the 
petitions  in  favor  of  a  baakrapt  law,  which  had 
passed  through  his  hands,  and  which  he  bad  before 
described.  In  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
tbe  form  of  the  resolutions  was  changed,  and  they 
were  made  tu  express — he  spoke  from  recollection 
merely,  for  he  had  them  not  before  him — a  wish 
that  Congress  should  exercise  its  constitutional 
power  to  pass  a  uniform  law  on  Ihe  subject  of 
bankruptcies  of  nohiral  penoiu  throughout  the 
United  States.  That  amentlment  was  adopted  in  the 
popular  branch  of  the  Legislature,  but  it  remans 
to  this  day,  a  question  of  fact  whether  that  altera- 
tion of  tbe  legi:>Utive  resolutions  was  ever  con- 
curred in  by  tbe  other  branch. 

He(Hr.  WaiuBT)  only  mentioned  this  to  show 
that  the  moment  the  question  of  tbe  form  of  a  bill, 
and  especially  of  the  includon  or  exclusion  of 
corporations  was  agitated  any  where,  it  became  a 
question  ot  difficulty;  not  to  express  a  disrespectful 
sentiment  of  the  State,  orof  either  branch  of  its  Legii- 
lattue  Any  such  expression  would  be  not  lessa  viola- 
tion of  bit  feelings  ihan  of  his  duty,  and  ha  begged 
to  be  distinctly  understood  upon  this  point.  He  simply 
desired,  by  the  reference,  to  illustrate  the  difference 
between  general  expressions  in  favor  of  a  bank* 
rapt  law,  and  minute  legislative  action  npon  a 
bankrupt  law,  such  as  was  now  called  for  from  the 
members  of  the  Senate. 

The  resalutions  came  here  in  the  form  last  men- 
tioned by  him,  and  they  were,  in  that  form,  pre* 
(ented  by  bis  honorable  colleague  to  this  body. 

A  reference  to  these  facts  was  material  to  him, 
as  going  to  aeeoont  for  his  ae<ion  upon  the  snbjeei, 
at  tbe  l-.st  session.  Following  ia  the  general  and 
open  coarse  indicated  by  these  varioas  expressions 
of  the  public  sentiment  and  pnblic  wish,  not  a  voice 
was  raised  from  bis  State,  so  far  as  he  knew, 
against  the  passage  of  "tbe  bankrupt  bill,"  so 
called,  or  in  reference  to  its  form  and  features,  un- 
til a  bill,  or  rather  several  bills,  had  been  presented 
to  this  body,  and  the  appioptiatc  committee  of  the 
body  had  entered  upon  ibe  consideration  of  the 
dekcate  subject:  Indeed  very  few  expressions 
even  of  doubt  and  fear,  and  st.ll  a  less  number  in- 
dicating a  distinct  friendship  for,  or  opposition  to, 
particular  provisions  in  such  a  law,  nntil  after  tbe 
rrport  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  of  the 
Senate  had  reported,  and  their  propositions  bad 
been  given  to  the  pnblie. 

Among  the  first  of  these  manifestations  of  opi- 
nion, to  which  it  wcnld  be  admitted  he  ought  to 
yield  great  deference,  when  expressed  upon  raeh  a 
subject,  was  a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  the  city  of  Ne«  York,  from  which 
body  he  b.id  pre«eitted  a  memorial  to  this  body  this 
morning  upon  tbe  same  subject.  That  memorial, 
net  touching  the  subject  of  corporations,  staled 
eertaia  di-tinct  features  which  tbe  Chamber  tap- 
posed  oDght  to  be  Ineotpotated  ia  a  banktnpt  law. 
YThile  lbs  bill  was  under  consideration  in  the  Se- 
nate, be  made  his  b^t  efforts — and  they  were  hum- 
V.e,  and  to  some  eztent  nnsnccessfnl— to  give  it 
the  form  and  features  thus  recommended.  He 
tucceeded,  as  he  had  already  said,  to  some  extent, 
and  to  some  extent  he  did  not  succeed;  but  his  suc- 
cess went  so  far  as  to  convince  himself,  with  bis 
very  imperlcct  knowledge  of  the  matter,  that  the 
bill  came  within  tbe  most  material  of  the  recom- 
mendations of  tbe  Chamber,  and  when  the  qtte»> 
lion  came  up  on  tbe  encrossment,  he  voted  for  It. 
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Aner  be  htd  iow  so,  end  npon  the  evening  of 
ttK  same  day,  A  very  rrspeciable  committee — ^and 
htf  (((ooght  he  ought  to  mention  that  every  member 
•f  that  committee  was  a  polnjcal  opponent  ef  bis,) 
mtAteA  bene  from  that  Chamber  ot  Ciommeree,  and 
h«  Wt^rarprised  to  find  ihem  instantly  and  strong- 
ly Ittaenstnting  against  the  bill  which  the  Senate 
had  formed,  and  against  bis  vote  in  its  favor. 
Now  be  had  not — if  it  was  bis  daiy  to  bare  done 
so— the  firmness  to  chan^  that  vote,  and  he  told 
the  committee  at  once,  that  he  could  not  chsntce  it. 
He  voted  for  tbe  final  passage  of  the  bill  which  did 
pass  the  Senate  and  was  sent  to  the  Hoase  during 
die  last  session. 

That  bill,  however,  did  not  become  a  law. 
Hence  time  had  been  allowed  for  tbe  public  mind 
to  act  npon  thai  particalar  form  nf  a  bankrupt  law. 
It  had  done  so  to  some  extent,  as  the  various  drcu- 
menu  upon  tbe  files  of  tbe  Senate  in  relaton  to  it 
and  to  the  general  subject  wonld  sbov,  but  he  yet 
feared  that  aciii  n  bad  been  much  too  limited  to  af- 
ford a  snre  guide  to  safe  legislation. 

To  retam  huverer  to  his  own  experience  as  to 
the  results  from  that  action  of  the  pnblic  mind,  so 
far  as  it  had  aced.  He  took  his  seat  here  again  at 
the  present  sei>Kion  of  Congre&.<;  and  what  had  been 
his  doty  to  his  constilnrnin,  during  the  period  they 
had  b«en  assembled?  To  present  scarcely  a  peti- 
tion in  favor  of  a  bankrupt  law,  and  a  very  large 
number  of  remonstrances  against  tbe  passage  of 
•oeh  a  law  as  pasted  the  Sena'e  at  its  last  ression. 
He  knew  that  petitions  and  remonstrances,  as  a 
general  remark,  wre  very  doubtful  authoiiiy,  but 
the  E6nree  from  which  they  came  might  osually  be 
more  relied  on  than  tbe  mere  names  subscribed. 
In  that  sense,  without  desiring  to  be  iedion<!  to  the 
Senate,  be  nonld  state  that  be,  on  the  5  h  of  Janua- 
ry, presented  remoDsiranees  of  this-eharacter  from 
the  city  of  New  York,  signed  by  205  merchants 
and  mercantile  firms;  and  in  consequence  of  the 
eontroversy  which  grew  out  of  the  question  as  to 
the  real  or  ficlilinus  character  of  the  peitioners  for 
and  against  a  binkrupt  law,  last  year,  the  cource 
adopted  this)  ear  by  these  remonbtrant-i  had  been 
that  every  man  who  s'gneda  remonstrance,  pat  his 
name,  and  business,  and  street,  and  number  there- 
to; and  in  every  instance  where  one  had  been  trans- 
mitted to  him,  it  had  been  with  the  injunction  that 
he  wonld  move  to  have  it  printed  with  the  names. 
That  he  had  invariably  done,  and  he  had  intended 
ii  every  case  ti- return  10  the  city  some  two  or  three  of 
the  printed  copies,  thit  an  investigation  in  reference 
to  its  weight  and  force,  and  to  the  property,  standiEg, 
and  character  of  the  signers,  might  be  made,  where 
alone  »uch  investigation  could  be  pr(>perly  made. 
With  the  strictest  intention  to  perform  this  duty 
fttlly,  there  were  several  of  the  remonstrances 
which  had  either  escaped  his  notice  among  tbe 
printed  documents,  or  bad  not  yet  reached  our  ta- 
bles from  th^  printing  oOice. 

The  remonstrances  heie  spoken  of  were  not  re- 
monstrances against  a  bankrupt  law  with  proper 
aitd  safe  provisions  in  the  judgment  al  the  rrmon- 
straotr,  bat  agaibst  such  a  bankrupt  law  as  that 
which  passed  the  Senate  at  its  la^t  sission;  ace  <m- 
panying  an  opposition  to  that  bill  with  an  expres- 
sion of  tbe  further  opinirn,  that  the  present  short 
aesaioa  will  not  allow  to  Congress  sufficient  time, 
from  its  other  iDdisptnsabh  duties,  to  digest  and 
pasa  sneh  a  bankrupt. law  as  the  preat  interests  of 
the  country  require,  In  case  any  such  law  is  to  be 
passed 

To  such  remonstrances  be  found,  from  the  print- 
ed djcnments,  there  were  334  signatures  o(  indi- 
viduals and  firms;  and  he  was  informed,  from 
soarces  to  which  he  conW  give  the  highest  cred  t, 
that  these  cnnstitutt,  so  far  as  tbey  go,  a  body  of 
meiohants  and  bn.>ioe«s  men  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  equal  to  any  other  like  number  of  men  of 
that  city.  He  spoke  now,  of  course,  of  the  sol- 
vent merofaaats,  solv,  nl  traderj,and  solvent  bouses. 
Tbeie  was  anotbtr  class  of  lemcnstrants  from 
that  city,  and  ihise  might  embrace  tbe  names  of 
■oma  of  those  in  the  documents  to  which  be  bad 
nfened,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  sizty-ei^bt 
iadivi4oalii  and  firms  who  speik  this  simple  Ian- 
ga*fe:  "We  the  undersigned,  beseech  your  hone 
raUabody,  if  it  is  lound  to  be  expedient  to  pasa  a 
pniform  banknipt  Uw,  that  banks  and  all  other 


trading  corporations  be  subjected  to  its  operation." 
On  looking  over  these  memorials,  as  well  as  the 
letters  which  accompany  them— fjr  be  could  not 
speak  from  personal  arq^iaiotance,  that  being  very 
limited  among  tbe  merchants  o(  New  York — they 
embraced  a  very  large  body  of  the  most  important 
trading  hoHsre  in  that  city.  Suob,  then,  and  he 
had  confined  himself  to  tbe  city  of  New  York,  af- 
ter the  lap;e  of  lime  from  the  last  adjanrnmeitt  of 
Congress  to  this  period,  was  the  evidence  in  refer- 
ence, not  tbe  expediency  of  passing  a  bankrupt 
law,  but  to  its  form  and  character. 

la  addition  to  those,  and  he  did  not  design  to 
protract  these  remarks,  he  had  received  remon- 
siranc«s  from  the  interior  trading  towns  in  the 
State.  He  had  one  from  the  ciiy  of  Albany,  which 
hnhad  examined  carefully,  having  an  extensive 
personal  acqaaiutance  with  the  bu'iiness  men  of 
that  city,  and  he  could  say  that  be  knew  but  few  bu- 
siness houses  of  that  ciy,  or  business  meq  in  trade, 
wbo.'e  names  were  not  subscribed  to  the  paper, 
which  wa-i  clear  and  strong  in  its  term'',  and  de- 
cidedlyagainit  anyaciioaattbepres^iitsession.  He 
bad  others  from  tbe  town  of  ITtica,  one  of  the 
largest  interior  trading  towns  of  the  S:a'et  and  a 
very  few  days  ago  he  had  ptesenied  a  similar  one 
from  the  county  of  Seneca.  Some  of  thrse  remon- 
strances were  solely  against  any  bankrupt  law 
which  should  be  retroactive  under  any  circum- 
stances and  as  to  any  interests,  whi^e  others  were 
more  general  in  expressed  views,  but  averse  to 
hasty  action. 

From  these  expressic  us  of  the  present  pnblic 
feeling,  ii  would  be  seen  that  the  creditor  interest — 
that  interest  which  was  to  be  the  most  materially 
affected,  separate  from  the  debtor  inionst — had 
now  commenced  to  speak,  the  debtor  interest 
having  been  extensively  moved  and  beard  at  the 
last  session. 

These  were  bis  evidences  of  the  wishes  of  his 
constituents  upon  all  sides  of  the  creat  question, 
very  briefly  s'ated;  and  he  begged  that  he  might  not 
be  misunderstood.  He  did  not  mean  to  say,  or  to 
pretend  to  know,  what  were  in  fact  ihe  wishes  of 
his  constituents  in  tbe  matter;  but  he  did  say,  and 
be  took  the  responsibility  of  saying  it,  that  be  had 
never  been  able  to  make  himself  believe  that  the 
power  conferred  upon  Congress  in  this  matter,  by 
the  Constitution,  was  a  mere  power  to  pass  an  iit- 
solvent  law — that  it  was  a  power  intendsd  to  be  ex- 
ercised simply  for  the  discharge  of  the  debtor  from 
his  contract,  exclusive  of  the  creditor  interest.  H's 
opinion  bad  ev«r  been,  that  if  it  was  demanded 
that  they  should  pass  a  bankrupt  law,  tbe  law 
should  be  framed  npon  a  fair  understanding  of  ihe 
terms.  He  said  nobbing  now  of  tbe  application  of 
saeb  a  law  to  any  particalar  classes  of  mvn,  or  to 
any  specified  branches  of  business.  Tbo»*  were 
points  which  had  been  fully  discussed  at  tbe  last 
session,  aud  upon  wtaicb  the  opinion  of  the  present 
Senate  had  been  very  cl.-arly  and  decidaJly  ex- 
prcksed.  The  terms,  "bankrupt  law,"  to  ihe  mlod  of 
every  lawyer,  apply  more  emphatically  to  the  se- 
curity of  tbe  creditor  than  to  the  exemption  of  the 
debtor.  They  were  now  called  upon  to  interfere 
with  existing  contracts,  and  to  absolve  a  class  of 
the  community  whc — and  he  spoke  not  disparag- 
ingly— had  contracted  debts  which  they  could  not 
pay.  There  were  .certainly  two  sides  to  such  ques- 
tions, setting  aside  ih:  constitutional  points  that 
might  arise.  The  creditor  has  rights,  as  well  as  tbe 
debtor.  The  creditor  has  an  equal  ri»ht  to  call  up* 
on  Congress  tn  secure  hi't  interests,  and  to  protect 
him  from  frauds,  with  the  right  of  the  honest  debtor 
to  make  a  similar  call  to  be  discharged  from  his 
contract;. 

He  bad  shown,  then,  that  so  far  as  the  expression 
of  opinion  of  the  solvent  men,  of  the  business  men, 
of  the  men  who  were  now  sustaining  and  carrying 
on  the  business  ot  the  country,  could  be  ascertained 
in  his  own  State  (New  York,)  it  was  that  the  bill 
which  passed  the  Senate  at  the  last  session  wonld 
be  an  unsafe  law;  that  it  looked  too  strongly  to  the 
interest  of  the  debtor,  or  rather  to  the  exemption 
of  the  debtor,  and  too  little  to  Ihe  secnrity  of  the 
rights  and  property  of  the  creditor.  Snch,  after 
time  for  examination  and  reflection,  seemed  to  him 
to  be  the  opinion  which  had  been  pronounced. 
Again,  and  it  may  hav;  had  more  indaence  on 


his  action  and  feeling  than  it  should,  he  had  the  re- 
iterated expression  of  men  of  standing  and  dia- 
ractvr,  and  of  as  much  business  ii.-poriance  in  the 
city  of  New  York  as  any  men  of  that  city,  ihat  tbe 
passage  even  cf  tbe  bit!  for  which  he  had  votrd  at 
the  last  Fcsiion,  would  iie  an  infliction  npon  that 
city  icfinitely  more  severe  than  the  sweeping  firs  of 
December,  1835,  and  that  the  passage  of  such  a  bill 
wonld  be  inevitably  more  destructive  to  tbe  solvent 
men  of  that  city,  and  the  business  of  the  city,  than 
that  dreadfnl  conflagration.  He  (Mr.  Wnioirr) 
could  not  say  how  much  truth  there  was  in  ibis:  he 
could  only  say  that  the  assertions  came  (rom  an- 
thority  which  be  ought  to  respect,  and  connected 
with  which  there  was  nopolivical  feeling  or  associ- 
ation to  give  them  stran^th  with  him,  for  the  antfaors 
of  the  assertions  were  men,  be  was  sorry  to  say, 
who  had  never  acted  p ^liiically  with  him. 

Thus  far  his  principal  object  had  been  to  show 
the  evidences  from  his  o«n  conslitgea'a  npon 
which  he  had  been  callei  to  act  in  this  responsible 
legislatijn.  At  the  last  session  those  evidences  of 
public  opinion  seemed  to  bim  to  lake  a  very  dif- 
fcr>!nt  bearing  from  those  exhibited  at  the  present, 
and  hence  he  bad  been  induced,  but  a  few  days 
since,  to  ezpre~s  the  opinion  that,  at  this  late  pe- 
riod in  ourdhort  session,  and  in  the  backward 
state  of  the  public  bills  which  must  be  pa^ed,  there 
was  no  hope  of  maturing  a  bankrapt  bill,  which 
could  meet  tbe  approbation  of  both  Honses,  and 
become  a  law;  that  if  tuch  a  bill  sfaonM  again 
pa>s  this  body,  the  other  branch  of  Congress  couU 
not  even  consider,  much  less  pass  it;  that  tbe  bill 
of  the  last  session  was  much  more  imperfect  in  the 
judgment  of  those  classes  tf  our  citizens  most  in- 
terested in  the  subject,  than  he  had  supposed  it  lo 
bi  when  he  cave  it  his  vote,  and  should  receive 
material  modifications  before  it  ought  again  to  pass 
this  body;  that  these  mast  occupy  the  line  or  the 
Senate  for  several  days,  if  attempted  to  be  ma- 
tured, and  must  therefore  reader  final  action  npon 
the  bill  in  the  other  House  still  more  hopeless;  and 
that,  believing  for  these  reasons  that  any  lime  of 
the  Senate  spent  upju  it  would  be  lost,  he  was  wil- 
ling to  vote  for  the  postponement  of  tlie  whole 
subject. 

The  pleasure  of  the  Senate  was  to  consider  the 
bill,  and  hence  these  remaiks  from  him,  and  thejr 
were  not  designed  to  protract  disenssion. 

A  few  word*,  and  a  very  few,  on  the  question  of 
inc'uding  banks  and  other  trading  corporations; 
He  begged  the  Sentte  not  to  understand  him  as  in- 
tending to  enter  into  a  labored  constitutional  argo* 
ment  npon  that  important  point.  He  was  not  ea- 
paMe  of  doio^  so  then— he  ba-i  not  studied 
the  qneslion  soffieiently.  If  that  were  not 
so,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  take  the  time 
fur  such  an  argunent  now,  bat  to  throw  eat 
a  few  su^estions  which  seemed  to  him  toi>e  plain 
andpracuca',  for  the  coasi.l'ration  of  gentlemen  on 
all  sides.  Hi!  had  leirneJ  from  businessmen,  what 
he  had  believed  himself,  that  the  principal  moving 
cause  for  a  bankrupt  law  had  been  the  action  of 
the  banking  institutions — ibat  in  tbe  time  of  fat- 
ness and  expansion,  from  1835  to  I?37,  they 
bad  forced  out  ciedits,  which  had  been  most 
active  agenti  in  producing  the  bankruptcies 
now  appealing  to  Congress  for  a  Itberation  from 
embarrassment.  He  (Mr.  Wbight)  admitted  to 
tbe  full  extent  the  right  of  the  S  ates  of  tbe  Union 
to  charier  incorporaiioni  for  banking,  and  so  far  as 
he  knew,  to  any  other  extent,  alwaj's  ounKnrd,  of 
coarse,  within  the  constitutional  sphere  which  the 
S'ate  had  chosen  to  prescribe.  Under  this  admis- 
sion, when  the  Legislature  of  a  State  had  exer- 
cised the  power,  what  had  it  createdl  He  cand 
not  whether  the  State  owned  tbe  stock  of  the  ineoi^ 
poratioa,  or  individuals — it  made  no  manner  of 
dififerenee  in  his  view  of  the  question.  What,' 
then,  had  been  createJ?  A  body,  in  the  langnare 
of  the  law,  "politic  and  corporate*' — aptrtsn  capa- 
ble of  contracting  and  of  being  conirac'ed  witl^ 
a  person  capable  of  suing  and  of  being  sned— >4n 
other  words,  a  legal  fiction  which,  in  a  bmintas 
sense,  has  the  capacity  of  a  flreemaa  and  a  eitixen 
of  the  State.  That  was  all.  Take  tbe  Bank  «f 
Alabama,  and  it  was  exclusively  a  State  iaMita- 
lion— for  tbe  honoiable  Senator  (Mr.  Ciur  of  Ala- 
baqM)  said,  andoabiedly  ualy,  that  the  State  mm 
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the  sole  ovner  or  ibe  stock.  Suppose  a  sait  is  to 
be  insiitaied  in  the  conns  of  (he  Sttite  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Bank  of  Alabama,  does  the  Slate  of  Ala* 
bama  biiog  the  snii'?  No.  Bat  this  artificial  ez- 
istence,  this  bankiog  incorporation,  created  by  the 
acvereign  aoihonty  of  the  State,  brings  it.  Again, 
'■oppoee  the  Banlc  in  deiaol',  and,  by  a  citizen  of 
that  or  any  other  Slate  a  cait  is  te  be  brooghi;  was 
it  against  the  State  cf  Alabama?  And  wosld  eze- 
cntion  issoe  to  be  satisfied  by  tiie  Stale  in  its  sove- 
reign capacity,  or  against  tbe  proptrty  of  that 
Stale,  properly  speakiitg,  as  separate  from  its  pro- 
perty in  the  banl>1  Cei  lainly  not.  The  ezecniion 
woiUd  act  upon  the  incorporation,  and  that  alone— 
upon  the  legal  fiction,  as  to  its  personal  neiios,  and 
upon  tbe  corporate  property,  and  that  only,  as  to 
its  efiective  open  tioD. 

Sappose  the  bankropt  law  be  made  to  act  on  that 
fiction.  WoHid  it  put  the  sovereign  SU'e  of  Ala- 
bama under  a  commission  of  bankrapteyl  Mo:  but 
it  would  pat  the  person  of  its  creation,  its  legal  fic- 
tion, into  bankruptcy.  That  seemed  to  him  to  be 
the  effect,  and  the  only  effect,  of  tbe  inclo&ion  of 
State  corporations.  His  friend  frem  Arkaiisas, 
[Mr.  ScTicB,]  bad  made  a  strong  argumtnt  lipon 
this  point;  bat  was  ii  penineni?  The  State  itself 
might  become  bankrupt;  but  the  State  was  not 
plaioed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Coujtress.  It  was 
aorereiga,  and  not,  in  any  sense  as  such,  subject  to 
the  Ingislation  of  Conjtresx.  It  was  not  to  tbe 
Slates  that  this  power  was  soaght  to  be  extended, 
but  to  the  artificial  creations  of  the  States,  to  the 
"persons"  which,  in  a  legal  sense,  and  for  business 
porpoaes,  they  assume  to  create,  and  make  material 
and  practical  agents  in  the  transaction  of  the  com- 
■ton  affhirs  of  the  commnnity.  The  power  of  Con- 
gress to  pass  a  bankrapl  law  reaching  by  its  provi- 
iioos  and  its  action  the  business,  and  credit,  and 
eoBtracts  of  every  tridinfi;  man  in  the  eonniry,  was 
not  qoestioned;  and  were  gentlemen  prepared  to 
contend  that  these  artificial  "persons"  which  the 
States  could  create,  were  superior,  and  entitled  to 
•zeopliotts  and  privileges  not  granted  to  freemen,  to 
tbe  persons  created  by  the  GreatCreator  of  all  things? 

"nie  honorable  Senators  to  whose  lemarks  he 
was  more  partienlarly  replying,  [Mr.  Clat  of  Ala- 
bama, and  Mr.  Savtxa  of  Arkansas,]  must  believe 
liwt  be  had  peculiar  reasons  at  this  time  to  feel 
kindly  towards  iheir  respective  States,  and  to  re- 
spect all  their  sovereign  rights.  Still  he  could  not 
rale  them,  in  creative  power,  above  the  Sovereign 
of  the  universe.  He  (oald  not  coaced»  to  them,  ot 
to  the  "perfons"  of  their  creation,  a  snpeiiority  to 
vast,  and  so  inconsistent  with  his  teelings  as  a  man, 
and  his  rixbis  as  a  freeman.  TOe  corporations  ez- 
istiog  by  State  aathoriiy  are  mere  legal  ezitiences, 
tbe  creatioRS  ef  the  Stale;  and  are  they  superior  in 
moral  and  legal  privilege!!,  to  tbe  honorable  Sena- 
tors who  represent  those  States  here?  And  if  this 
Government  is  likely  to  exercise  a  power  tyranni- 
cal and  unjast  over  those  honorable  Senators,  i)  it 
less  objeciioaable  than  when  exercised  over  those 
Isgal  fietions  of  their  respective  States?  over  attifi- 
etal  persons  which  the  Sta'e  may  create,  with  attri- 
butes and  powers  not  different  in  nature  and  cha> 
racier,  however  different  in  extent  and  eompas.'-? 
What  are  these  corporations?  Nothing  bat  busi- 
ness institutions,  business  "persons,"  like  a  free- 
man; and  so  f:>r  from  carrying  any  power  to  the 
extent  against  tbem  to  which  it  can  be  carried 
against  either  of  the  Senatois  or  either  of  the  free- 
men of  their  respective  States,  it  was  beyond  the 
ingenuity  of  buiaao  power  to  exercise  coercion  on 
a  fiction.  The  property  cf  the  corporatioa  may  be 
taken,  and  so  may  the  property  of  the  natural  man; 
bat  when  his  property  is  consumed,  coercion  may 
be  ezereisnl  over  his  person.  Toe  States  of  tbe 
honorable  Senators  conlddo  this  to  any  extent;  but 
when  a  power  expressly  granted  to  this  Oovem- 
ment  over  the  trade,  and  credit,  and  bttsiness  of  the 
eoaatry,  is  called  into  exercise,  are  we  to  be  told 
that  the  legal  fictions  of  the  States  are  to  be  ex- 
empted from  its  operation,  while  the  creations  of 
Ood,  the  natural  ;>crMiu  of  the  country,  are  ez- 
pressly  subject  to  ii?  He  could  not  induce  his 
mind  to  admit  the  preposterous  idea  in  theory,  or 
to  assent  to  it  in  practice. 

WhatwM  the  law  of  his  ewn  State  (New  York) 
in  relation  to  its  ova  corporations?    Itwasabaak- 


rapt  law  upon  its  banks,  and  nothing  lett.  It 
was  that,  when  any  bank,  chartered  by  its  anlhori- 
ly,  ihall  suspend  specie  payments  for  tbe  period  of 
ten  days,  its  affairs  and  effects  shall  be  handed  over 
to  honest  men,  receivers  appointed  by  the  authori- 
ties of  the  State,  to  close  it  np,  and  do  justice  to 
its  creditors.  What  had  kept  the  banks  of  New 
York,  in  a  sound  condition,  while  the  banks 
in  Ihe  Middle,  Seathern,  and  Southwestern 
States  had  been  involved,  and  in  a  state  of  sus- 
pension, for  the  last  year  and  a  hall?  Nothing, 
in  tbe  judgment  of  any  reflecting  man,  acquainted 
with  the  various  Stale  laws,  bnt  thit  provision  of 
the  law  of  the  State  which  visited  effective  bank- 
ruptcy upon  every  defaulting  bank. 

Had  the  sovereignty  of  bis  Sta'e  exempted  its 
banks  from  that  provision?  Not  at  all.  It  mat- 
tered not  who  held  tbe  stock — whether  the  Stale  or 
individuals — the  liabilities,  in  either  case,  went  not 
beyond  the  stock  held  and  paid  in  fall,  and  under 
tbe  law,  the  defaulting  corporations  were  wound 
up  for  the  benefit  of  the  persons  interested  in  them. 
Were  Ibe  Slates,  in  their  sovereign  character,  touch- 
ed by  such  a  proceeding?  His  own  State  was  yet 
a  stockholder  in  many  of  its  bank*,  bnt  were  they, 
therefore,  exempted  from  the  bankrupt  provisions 
of  its  laws?  Why  exempt  them?  When  the  State 
brought  htrself  to  the  position  of  a  bank  stockhol- 
der, she  placed  that  interest  in  subjection  to  ihe 
same  law  and  the  same  equity  la  which  a  similar 
interest,  in  the  hands  of  the  ciiiztns,  woald  bs  sub- 
ject in  like  circumstances.  It  shoa<d  be  so,  and 
tbe  sovereignty  of  the  State  shonld  furnish  no  ex- 
emption for  the  rotten  insolvent  .  banking  institu- 
tions of  her  creation. 

4  The  sovereignty  of  tbe  Stale  was  not  tonched  by 
tbe  process.  It  was  bat  a  few  years  since,  that  one 
of  the  banks,  in  his  own  State,  in  which  the  State 
was  a  stockholder,  was  wound  up  in  this  manner. 
Still  the  Chancellor  of  tbe  State,  one  of  .its  own 
agents  and  servants,  as  readily  isued  an  injunc- 
tion against  that  bank,  and  delireired  its  affairs  and 
effects  into  Ihe  hands  snd  charge  of  a  receiver,  as 
if  the  State  bad  had  no  inteiest  in  iu  And  what 
was  the  consequence?  Every  dollar  of  tbe  slock, 
the  interest  of  the  State,  proved  to  have  been  sunk 
and  luii.  Was  the  sovereignty  of  the  S:ale  lost  bi 
impaired  by  that  proceeding?  Were  its  pride,!  itt 
credit,  its  great  and  essential  interests,  impaired  and 
prostrated,  l>ecause  one  of  the  banks  of  its  creation 
had  proved  to  have  been  grossly  mismanged,  and 
to  be  perfectly  insolvent?  Or  because  it  had  been 
unwise  enoogh  to  invest  the  money  of  is  people  in 
such  an  instituiion?  Ifconsequencessuch  as  ibese 
had  followed  the  winding  up  of  the  rotten  bank  to 
which  he  referred,  neither  the  State  nor  her  pecple 
had  yet  to  realize  those  fatal  injuries.  If  then  a 
bankrupt  law  of  tbe  Stale  itself,  operating  apon  the 
corporations  of  its  creation,  did  not  impair  its  so- 
vereignly, injure  its  credit,  or  jeopard  tbe  inte- 
rests of  its  people,  even  where  tbe  State  itself  was 
a  stockholder,  why  should  snch  fearful  apprchelt- 
sions  be  entertained,  where  the  bankrupt  law  is  one 
passed  by  Congress,  in  pursuance  of  its  expressly 
granted  coastitaiional  powei?  He  was  wholly  un- 
able to  answer  the  inquiry,  nor  was  he  able  to 
perceive  the  sligbiest  differen(^e,  either  in  principle 
or  effect,  whether  the  stock  of  tbe  incorporation,  to 
be  luade  subject  to  the  bankrupt  law,  was  the  pro- 
perty of  tbe  State  chartering  the  company,  of  its 
citizens,  or  of  strangers  to  both. 

There  was  no  question  about  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  pass  a  uniform  bankrupt  law;  and  to  what 
could  it  appi}?  Need  be  say  lo  all  interests  of  the 
same  grade  and  charactei?  When,  then,  a  sove- 
reign State  creates  an  incorporation  for  banking 
pnrpo.se.o,  was  this  corporate  banker  to  be  exempt- 
ed from  the  liabilities  to  which  tbe  private  banker 
of  the  State  must  unquestionably  be  made  subject? 
Must  the  corporate  banking  power  be  subject  to  the 
provision!)  of  a  bankrupt  law,  when  the  stock  is 
held  by  tbe  citizens  of  tbe  Slate,  and  not  when  the 
stock  is  held  by  the  State  itaeli?  The  liability  of 
the  stockholder  does  not  go,  in  either  case,  beyond 
the  stock  itself?  No  oihir  property  than  that  of  the 
corporation  can  be  touched  by  the  proceedings  in 
bankruptcy.  The  State,  therefore,  when  a  stcck- 
bolder,  eannot  be  affected  in  its  sovereignty,  its 
eicdit,  its  property,  beyond  tbe  mere  stock  owned; 


■      '  I  ."  t=gs 

and  where  is  tbe  ground  of  exemption,  in 
ease,  which  an  individual  might  not  daim  -wilii 
equal  force  and  justice? 

Tbeindividnalofwealib,  wbomigbia  bcitodi^ 
bolder  in  the  same  bank,  conid  be  no  fartb4r.af- 
feeted  by  a  sabjection  of  the  bank  to  the  proviskma 
of  a  bankrupt  law,  ia  the  worst  poesiUe  cTint, 
than  the  loss  of  h  s  stock.  His  general  credit'i^ 
an  individual  won  d  not  be  destroyed,-  because  an 
incorporation  in  which  be  might  happen  to  hold 
stock  became  bankrupt.  Tbe  only  influence  itpoa 
him,  or  his  credit,  would  be  hii  ability  or  notta 
lose  his  corporate  itock.  So  precisely  with  a 
Stale  holding  stock  in  its  own  incorporations.  The 
existence  of  the  State  as  such,  and  its  other  pro- 
perty, and  its  credit,  are  as  distinct  from  the  oof- 
poration  in  which  it  may  hold  stock,  as  are  ihoee 
uf  the  individual  in  Ibe  cate  supposed.  There 
does  not  seem,  therefore,  to  be  any  reason  for  es- 
empiine  the  corporation  from  the  provisions  of  a 
baakrnpt  law  in  the  one  case,  which  do  not  prevail 
wiih  equal  COtce  in  the  other,  nor  any  reasons  of 
justice,  or  of  business  expediency,  in  either,  whiok 
would  nut  equally  exempt  every  private  banlMT 
and  individual  trader. 

Was  iheprinaiple,  thm,  upon  which  the  exemp- 
tion was  attempted  (o  be  sustained,  that  of  Sta'e 
sovereignty,  sufficiently  well  >eitled  and  dear  to 
warrant  the  conclasion  contended  foi?  He  Iboagbt 
not. 

His  impression  was,  that  in  Inland  Sovereign^ 
itself  was  subject  to  baokiupicy,  under  the  Engliih 
law,  if  it  chose  to  invest  properly  in  particular  in- 
terests; in  trading,  merchandising,  banking,  slfc 
and  was  just  as  liable  to  be  proceeded  against  as  a 
subject.  Tha',  he  believed,  was  a  well  settled 
principle  of  English  law.  The  crown  was  not 
protection,  if  its  wearer  embarked  his  interests  in 
trading  or  commercial  enterprises.  Was  tbe  ease 
different  in  regard  to  a  State?  He  could  eonoeivs 
no  difference. 

These  few  brief  suggestionahe  threw  oot  for  Ihs 
consideration  of  members,  in  determining  tbe  qae* 
tion  of  tbe  power  of  Congrera  to  embrace  bahkst 
and  other  trading  osrporaiions,  in  the  froviaoDso 
a  bankrupt  law. 

Bat  he  wonld  make  another  suggestion.  It  was 
satd  Congress  could  not  include  the  corporations  as 
<i(6<er<,  and  still  the  bill  before  tbe  Senate  conr 
tained  express  provisions  lo  inclade  them  as 
ertdiior$,  and  to  give  them  all  tbe  powers  snd  priTi. 
leges  of  other  creditors  under  a  bankrupt  law. 

Now  is  it  so,  that,  under  ihe  con.stitntioaal  powers 
granted.  Congress  can  give  to  these  instituiions  tbs 
benefits  of  a  bankiupt  law  as  crediton,  and  not 
subject  them  to  the  debtor  re-^pontibilities  of  tb« 
same  law.  Were  they,  as  members  of  Congress, 
so  to  construe  iheir  powerp,  and  so  to  practise  apoa 
them?  The  baikk«  have  a  credit  or  iaterest,  lit  this 
momeni,  vastly  greater  in  amouol  than  any  other 
similar  interest  existing  io  the  country,  and  he  was 
ready  to  admit  that  the  influence  of  a  baakrupt  law 
upon  the  on  standing  debts  of  these  iostita|H)ii* 
might  be  fearful — might  be  destruetive.  He  would 
not,  however,  en  er  upon  tbat  cnnsidetation  now, 
as  he  had  touched  upon  it  at  the  last  session.  Still 
he  could  not  admit,  great  as  was  the  interest  u- 
volved,  that  these  institutions  were  to  enjoy  lb« 
summary  exercise  of  the  creditor  power  under  a 
bankiupt  law,  and  not  be  sabj'ct  to  tbe  correspond- 
ing debtor  liabilities;  that  they  were  to  be  per- 
mitted to  pot  the  whole  commnnity  under  a  com- 
mission of  bankruptcy,  and  not  to  be  the  subjects 
of  such  commission  themselves.  More  especially 
he  could  not  consent  to  this  practical  exercise  of 
our  eonstiiutional  powers  now.  What  is  the  news 
of  the  day?  Why  that  the  hanks,  not  singly,  bat 
in  battalions,  are  failing  to  redeem  their  obliga^ 
lions,  and  to  hold  themselves  liable  to  comply  with 
their  contracts  axd  promises.  Hence  it  was  paca- 
liarly  proper,  as  well  as  necessary,  that  they 
should,  by  law,  be  pat  nnder  a  commission  of  bank- 
ruptcy for  the  benefit  of  their  creditors,  and  bo 
should  find  tbe  utmost  difficulty,  in  the  present  as- 
pect of  affairs  in  the  eouatry,  and  with  his  piesant 
views  of  the  powers  and  duties  of  Congress  in.iba 
matter,  to  vote  for  any  bankrupt  Utw  which  diould 
not  indnde  banks  and  trading  corporations  within 
iif  pr^Tisions  •>  debiop  as  well  as  orfdiipf*. 
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SPEECH  OF  MR.  DUJMCAN, 

OF  OHIO, 
l»  Ut*  HtKUt  »f  Btamtntttiiiu,  Jontiary  35(k  and 

26<4, 1841— In  Conuniuee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 

Treasnry  note  bill. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  addressed  the  committee  as  fot- 
knrat 

_  Mr.  Ciuiuiiii:  WbMher  the  present  measore  is 
viewed  with  refetenee  to  its  expediency  or  its  con- 
MililioMlity,  it  woak)  seem  fraitless  to  spend  mnrh 
time  in  its  diseiusioD.  That  it  is  convtiintioaal, 
we  bare  the  hi-^hest  aathority;  we  have  the  CoDsii- 
lation  hefore  tis,  and  we  see  that  it  contains  no  pro- 
hibitioo — neither  does  the  measure  effect  any  of 
tb«  leanrcd  rights  to  the  Slates,  or  to  the  people- 
neither  does  it  sabtrert  or.  threaten  any  principle  of 
liberty,  or  the  overthrow  of  any  free  institution. 
As  to  all  these,  it  is  peifectly  harmlev;  so  that  its 
adoption  will  violate  no  principle  which  it  is  onr 
duly  to  maintain.  It  will  be  harmless.  Soch  has 
been  the  practice  of  providing  means  for  the  Go- 
venme^t  from  its  beginning.  Oenrral  Washing- 
ion  signed  and  approved  a  bill  to  aathorize  the  is* 
soe  of  Treasury  notes.  So  other  Administrations, 
as  well  as  this,  have  exercised  the  power  of 
issning  Treasury  notes.  It  is  a  policy  which 
has  ever  been  exercised  as  a  fnnction  of  the 
Ctovemment.  Bat  constitutional  objections  are 
in  bad  time  and  taste  from  the  Federal 
party  of  this  House,  who  have  ever  claimed  the 
right  to  draw  ihe  Constiiation  orer  any  mea- 
sure which  ihey  might  think  "fuctisatyand  prvper," 
a  party  who  can,  and  do,  make  the  Coniiitution 
Dieaii  one  thing  at  one  time,  and  another  thing  at 
an  other  time,  jost  as  party  purposes  and  pecnni- 
ary  advantages  may  be  tecored  or  advaaced.  Sir, 
no  Federal  crocodile  whining,  here  or  elsewhere, 
against  the  eoitstituiionality  of  this  measure,  is 
poing  to  lead  nw  into  a  general  constitntional  de- 
fence of  it.  There  is  no  sincerity  in  the  objeciion 
with  those  who  make  it.  Bnt  next,  is  this  measure 
ezpedieatl  I  answer,  it  is  expedient  if  it  is  >e- 
cebsary.  If  the  Qovernment  wants  means,  there 
are  bnt  two- ways  of  snppljiog  that  want.  We 
must  either  adthorize  the  Secretary  to  issue  Trea- 
sury notes  to  the  amount  of  the  means  wanted,  or 
authorize  bim  to  obtain  a  loan  for  the  same.  Hete, 
as  on  every  thing  else,  political,  pecuniary,  and 
financial,  the  two  parties  are  divided.  The  Demo- 
eratie  party  are  in  favor  of  using  the  credit  of  the 
Oo?enimeDt  in  the  plan  of  Treasury  notes  to  lh« 
amount  of  what  may  be  necessary  to  rnpply  (he 
defietin  the  revenue;  that  is,  we  ibink  the  Qo- 
Temment  should  do  ax  a  prudent  and  economical 
individual  would  do,  if  he  found  himsslf  !<hort  of 
means  in  the  liquidation  of  n  claim  for  work  done 
kim;  he  wonld  give  his  obligation,  if  it  would  an- 
swer the  purpose,  and  satisfy  his  creditor,  until 
be  could  avail  himself  of  the  means  to  discbarge 
the  demand.  Such  is  the  situation  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  th:s  time. 

The  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury  informs  ns — and 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  su&lain  him — 
that  ibere  were  will  be  a  deficit  in  the  receipts  of 
the  Government  for  the  first  quarter,  owing  to  the 
inequality  of  the  collection  of  revenue,  as  well  as 
in  the  inequality  of  the  expenditures,  and  the  object 
uf  this  bill  is  to  supply  that  delicii,  as  well  at  to 
provide  for  the  present  year  against  any  and  all 
contingencies  that  may  arise,  either  from  a  revul- 
sion in  trade,  and  a  diminution  in  revenue  on  im- 
posu  thereby,  or  a  bank  panic  wi'h  nhicb  (his 
eonntfy  may  again  be  prostrated,  as  ii  hns  so  often 
been.  That  there  will  be,  I  say,  a  (deficit  for  ihe 
first  quarter,  there  is  no  do  ubt.  I  will  rrad  a  part  of 
tbaSecreiary'd  annual  report,  which'l  will  also  make 
a  pan  of  my  prioted  remark*.  This  report  will 
exhibit  the  financial  condition  of  the  Government 
at  this  time,  and  the  probable  receipts  of  the  Go- 
▼emmeni  for  this  year,  as  well  as  the  ezpenditoies 
called  for  by  the  various  Deparimenis.  This  docu- 
ment will  be  read  with  h'gh  vaiiiifactinn  by  evtry 
friend  of  this  Administration  who  has  heard  it  vil:- 
fled  and  t-hndered  for  its  prrfligacy  and  extrava- 
gance by  the  demagogues  and  reckless  rfiice  seekers, 
who  have  been  too  soceeM.fal  in  overthrowing  the 
Peaoeratie  party  and  an  Adinini<ir«tioa  of  the 
people's  choice.  Bnt  now  for  the  SecreiarY's  esti- 
paw.    H«  says  ib«i-r 


■It  raa7  be  Rated,  firom  (be  daut  m  poaaMion  of  tbia  depatt- 
merit,  that  iha  racelpia,  ondac  the  exiaiing  lawa,  will  probably  be 
as  riillowa: 
From  cuatoiDB  .....    «19,OOQ,<100 

Fromlanda 3,600,000 

From  miacellaneoua  .....  80,000 

Add  the  expected  balance  in  the  Ttaasury,  availa- 
ble on  the  tat  of  JanuaiyDexi      -  1,680,866 

The  agerenie  of  ordinary  meaiia  for  the  next  year 
woildlhenbe a<,t60,866 

There  will  bo  nothing  more,  either  of  principal  or 
intareet,  due  from  hanks,  which  ia  likely  to  be 
made  available,  exceiU  about  -  -  220,000 

A  power  will  ej[i«t,  under  the  act  of  Slat  March, 
1^0,  10  iasue  Treaaury  ootee  till  a  year  from 
iia  paaaage  expires,  but  not  to  make  the  whole 
emiaalon  ontatanding  at  any  one  time  exceed 
five  milliona  of  dollara 

Tbia  will  fumlah  additional  means,  equal  to  the 
computed  amount  which  can  be  issued  at  the 
close  of  the  present  year,  being  about  -  -         342,618 

Hence,  there  may  be  added,  from  llieae  several 
sources,  so  much  aa  to  make  the  whole  meaoa 
for  the  next  year    .  -  •  -  .     !M,723,473 

On  the  other  iiand,  the  expeudiinres  for  1311,  for 
ordinary  purposes,  if  (Jongruse  make  no  reiluc. 
tioii  in  tbn  appropriattons  requeaied  by  the  difle- 
rentDepan^ienta,  are  estimated  at  19,260,000 

This  would  would  leave  a  balance  in  the  Treasury, 
at  thectoaeof  the  year,  equal  to  •  •  6,473,473 


But  rectain  pajrmenta  mual  also  be  made  on  a^ 
count  of  the  funded  and  unfunded  debt,  unless 
Congress  authorise  conicacta  to  tie  formed  for  ex* 
lending  the  time  of  their  payment.  Thua,  there 
will  be  required— 

On  account  of  the  funded  debt,  chiefly  for  Ihe  cities 
of  thia  District •149,200 

For  the  redemption  of  Treasury  notea,  if  all  the 
others  bo  isaupd  which  can  be  under  the  present 
law,  aa  then  the  amount  reiuinad  within  A.  D. 
lait  will  probably  n<n  exceed      -  -  .       4,6'XI,000 


4.649.20P 


Estimated  balance  in  the  Treasury  at  the  cloae  of 
the  next  year,  alter  all  payments  whatever 


•821,273 


It  is  seen  by  this  report,  and  the  estimates  as  cal- 
culated, that  there  will  be  a  balance  in  the  Trea- 
sury at  the  end  of  the  year,  of  (^834,373,  and  but 
for  ihe  present  deficit  in  the  Treasury,  no  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  would  be  necessary.  Could  ib" 
ezpendiiurrs  of  the  whole  year  be  equally  divided 
to  each  quarter,  the  anticipated  receipt  cif  the  year 
would  be  ample;  but  it  frequently  happens  that  the 
heaviest  expentlitures  fall  upon  quarters  of  the 
year  when  the  receipts  of  revenue  are  the  I'ghiest. 
Hence  the  necessity  of  providing  means  against 
contingencies. 

It  will  b>  seen  by  the  application  of  the  Natchez 
Bank,  to  have  suspended  by  action  of  Congress 
the  collection  of  a  claim  which  the  Government 
has  upon  that  institnlion,  that  the  Treasury  will  be 
minus  in  the  present  quarter  the  amount  of  that 
claim,  from  the  Treasurer's  report.  The  claim  i«, 
I  believe,  J180,000.  If  the  collection  of  this  claim 
should  be  postponed,  it  will  add  to  the  necessity 
of  the  ifsue  of  Treasury  notes.  Then  we  see  that 
means  must  be  raiied.  The  condition  of  the 
Treasury  requires  it.  The  honor,  justice,  and 
obligations  of  the  Government  demand  it.  How, 
agaiu  I  a.-'k,  is  the  means  to  be  raised?  We,  the 
Democracy,  say,  by  ihe  i?soe  of  Treasury  note.", 
which  is  a  safo  and  convenient  meihod.  It  is 
speedy.  It  is  done  at  once,  without  ironbl;  and 
without  cost  or  expense.  The  Federalists  are  ap- 
posed to  tbi^  «ay.  They  are  for  making  a  loan 
And  where  can  we  borrow  the  mone>7 — from  ihe 
bauksl  Nu:  they  are  nnable  to  pay  iheir  own 
deb's.  T.ieir  rag  promise.-*  will  not  lerve  the  pur- 
poses of  Government.  Where  next  will  we 
got  To  priva'e  capitalisbt  It  is  doubtful 
whether  such  an  amount  could  be  procured 
from  them  in  this  country,  nor  would  capit,i- 
li^ts  he  wiling  to  withdraw  their  money  fnim 
hands  where  it  is  secure,  to  lend  it  for  so  short  a 
lime  as  the  Government  shall  want  it.  Whore 
next  shall  we  go7  To  Earo,'>eBn  capitalists?  Wr 
owe  them  a  liii'.e  too  ranch  already,  as  w*  have 
seen  by  the  influence  which  ihey  wi'-liJcd  of  late  in 
our  doine.<ilic  and  pulitjcal  in.<.tilnlions.  Besides,  if 
we  were  dispocl  lo  sink  oUr  naiion  and  oar  p-ople 
farther  in  dei>radatioil~and  vas!<alage  to  ihe  money- 
ed arisiocrany  of  the  London  Exchange  by  making 
a  foreien  loan,  there  is  not  time  to  accomplish  it  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  Governrnvnt.  The  Treasu- 
ry warns  the  money  now.  It  is  now  means  are 
wtniedj  wanted  for  the  peDSioDers;  w«nicd  for  tb« 


army;  and  wanted  for  the  civil  officers  of 
Government,  bet«  and  elsewhere.  But  a  national 
debt  is  a  darling  object  with  the  Federal  party. 
They  have  long  since  adopted  the  English  maxim, 
that  "a  national  debt  ii  a  national  blessiuc."  AM 
if  that  debt  could  be  commenced  undera  Democrv 
tie  Adminisiration,  thry  wonld  enjoy  all  the  bote- 
fill  that  would  accrue  to  Fedecal  Aristocrat 
without  the  political  odium  of  having  coa- 
tracied  it.  But,  sir,  I  think  we  wiH  leava  the 
exercise  of  that  policy  to  the  coming  Adaiaiv 
tration.  It  shall  have  both  the  party  bene&ti 
and  the  responsibility.  And  now,  sir,  having  loief- 
ly  shown  that  present  means  are  wanted  to  enable 
the  Government  to  fulfil  its  engagements  for  the 
present  quarter,  and  having  expresed  my  opinioa 
in  favor  of  the  istne  of  Treasury  notes  for  that 
purpose,  in  preference  to  obtaining  a  lotw,  and 
thereby  commencing  the  establishment  of  a  na- 
tional debt,  which  I  consider  a  lutional  cnrae,  I 
might  conclude  my  speech,  bnt  for  certain 
charges  and  a^oertions  which  have  been  made  in 
thv  course  of  ibis  debate  by  gentlemen  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, which  I  feel  bound  lo  respond  to  in  part.  I 
will  present  those  charges  and  assertions,  and  l^ 
spond  to  ihem  as  I  present  ihem. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  informs  tis,  by  his 
report,  that  ihe  Government  has  promptly  mm 
every  demand  whicb  has  been  presented  upon  lb* 
Treasury  during  the  last  year.  The  gentleaun 
from  New  York  [Mr.  BiRNaao]  rays  that  is  not 
the  fact.  He  tells  us  that  the  Qovernment  is  largely 
indebted,  and  that  the  Treasury  Department  has 
been  postponing,  ihroogh  various  other  Depart- 
ments, the  just  claims  and  demands  settled 
and  authorized  by  law  to  be  paid,  and  that 
even  the  admitted  claims  and  wages  of  the 
laborers  upon  onr  public  buildingo,  works,  and 
furiificiiions,  have  been  postponed  until  the  first  of 
April  next.  Now,  sir,  I  deny  all  of  this,  and  jxo- 
nounce  every  word  of  it  destitnte  of  foandalkm; 
and  I  assert,  ibat  the  Government  has  met  every 
claim  which  it  was  bound  to  pay,  or  bad  the  rigtu 
to  pay  The  gentleman  referred  us  lo  Indian  trea- 
ties and  other  claims  whioli  have  been  admitted 
and  acknowledged  as  due,  bnt  he  forgot  to  teU  as 
that  those  arc  (nnded  debt^  and  the  Treasury  can 
make  no  payments,  except  as  anlhorixed  by  lav, 
bat  what  have  bren  made,  and  are  now  authorized 
lobe  made,  wihont  new  legislation  npon  those 
claims.  But  let  us  look  to  the  posiponemenli 
which  ihe  gentleman  presented  as  evidence  of  Ihe 
violation  of  good  faiih  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  have  often,  heretof  re,  made  an  "J/rit 
■fool"  of  myself  by  examining  into  charges  made 
here  against  the  Adminislralion.  I  have  also  ex- 
amined this  charge,  and  find  myself  mote  foaled 
than  ever. 

After  ihe  gentleman  told  us  of  fifty  instanees  ol 
postponed  claims  which  he  had  heard  of,  (aad  nil 
of  which  he  believed,)  he  presented  one,  the  evi- 
dence of  whicb,  he  informed  ns-,  was  on  a  piece  of 
paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  bat  re- 
fused to  give  us  the  name  oi  the  individaal 
who  vouched  for  i's  truth.  That  elaiai  is  lepreaent- 
rd  to  be  mneteen  dollari.  He  further  »taied  that 
claims  fi  r  labor  done  on  the  public  buildioga  ia 
this  place  were  p<istponed,  and  a  reduction  or 
dered  rf  ihe  amonni  fir>-t  stipnla>ed  to  be  paid. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisa]  roK 
and  added  a  tact  of  the  same  kind  to  the  list  of 
pusiponemcnts.  H:  said  that  be  had  seen  cirea. 
larsirsned  by  au'hoiity,  informing  those  who  had 
labored  and  were  laboring  on  Old  Point,  that  there 
would  be  a  reducioa  on  ihe  amooat  stipulated  lo 
be  paid,  and  a  pi'siponement  of  payneni  until  the 
first  of  next  April,  and  that  he  had  used  and  ex- 
posed that  ci'cular  in  the  recent  canvass.  Now, 
sir,  charges  of  this  character  eenstitoted  no  small 
part  of  the  gentleman's  two  dayA*  rpeech,  [Mr. 
BASNaRD  ]  Well,  what  iloee  ih's  ami'uol  tot  I 
addressed  the  following  commun  caiion  to  the  8e- 
cKtaiy  of  the  Tiea.<iur) : 

f  lOOSB  OF  R£PRBaE!tTATlTK8, 

January  a  ISll. 
Sir:  In  a  part  of  your  animal  report,  you  ,.17  that  ih-  Trea. 
aury  han  promptly  met  every  demand  made  upon  it  <1urinf  the 
last  year,  or  until  the  dale  of  yuur  report.  This  baa  liveii  con. 
tradtcierl  by  revsral  iif  the  Opposition  nif-inbera.  Itisaaweited 
here,  and  mode  a  matter  uf  complaiDt,  and  no  small  abuse,  that 

paymmt*  f«r  |«t)«r  Oquo  on  th«  public  bttUdKW  in  Ibi*  pit«| 


Jan.  1841. 
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H.  of  Reps. 


Iiare  been  ponponed  uncil  thn  flm  of  April  neztj  sod  that  ib« 
*moiiDt  of  Mipulated  wageg  would  be  reduced.    If  auch  ia  the 
■act,  will  jou  have  the  goodneseto  iuform  me,  and  give  me  the 
reaaons  for  ouch  poetponemeoi  and  reduction. 
Yours,  with  reaped, 

A.  DUNCAN. 
To  the  Hon.  Levi  Woodbukt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaaury. 
Hen  is  his  answer: 

TasAauKT  DiPABTmNT,  Jan.  23i  1841. 

Snc  lb  repi/  to  jourinquineaof  thia  dale,  wbeiher  (lajmenu 
§m  labor  on  the  public  builUinss  In  Ihla  city  bare  been  poatponed 
until  the  lat  of  April  next,  or  the  amount  of  wa^a  propoaed  to 
be  reduced,  and,  if  so,  the  reaenna  therefore,  1  have  the  honor 
lo  eubmitthe  following  alatemeni: 

All  the  labor  on  these  btiildinga,  carried  on  under  the  imme. 
diale  charge  of  the  Commissionen,  baa  been  paid  for  aa  soon  aa 
dona,  eo  far  aa  my  knowledge  extends.  So  has  that  performed 
by  coatractors,  it  lapreaumed;  as  all  the  requltdtioDaror  money 
to  pay  them  have  been  promptly  met. 

But,  in  a  caae  of  necessity,  since  the  appropriation  was  ex- 
hauatCNd,  and  during  the  present  moniJi,  I  unaeralaDd  that  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  of  the  House  of  Reprcaenta. 
tives  have,  on  application  of  the  workmen,  ad^ieed  the  Buper- 
iotendentof  tbePublic  Buildings  to  permit  some  of  the  labor- 
ers to  workonaomo  ef  the  atone  till  the  new  appropriation  paas; 
and  I  presume  thai  he  has  acquiesced  in  tite  advice.  The 
'  Board  of  Commlarioners,  however,  has  not  interfered  in  thia 
caae;  nor  liaa  thia  Department,  nor  has  eititor  ef  them,  proposed 
any  raductioo  in  wages. 

Rcapeclfnlly, 

LEVI  WOODBUEY. 
Hon.  AuzAinna  Dunoan. 

P.  a.  To  obviate  any  mialake,  I  would  add,  that  there  ia  a 
Clain  by  some  workmen  fnr  lost  time,  under  a  resolution  to  in. 
demoify  tliea,  passed  by  Congress  at  the  last  seaatoo:  hot  thia 
ia  Dot  for  work  done,  but  rather  for  Inability  to  obtain  worli; 
aod  as  no  appropriation  has  yet  been  made  to  pay  !the  claim, 
ofcourse  it  haa  not  been  and  cannot  be  paid  till  Coogreeathinlt 
prtwartomakeone.  L.  W. 

1  addres!>cd  a  similar  coiMaanication  to  the  Se< 
creiary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  suspensions  of 
paynient  for  labor  done  at  Old  Point,  and  here  it  his 
answer. 

Wa*  Office,  Jannary  23, 1841. 
Bm:  Yon  are  awaie,  that  at  the  laat  aeeaion  of  Coogieas  the 
miUlary  appropriation  bill  contained  a  proviaion,  authorizing 
the  Pnndent  to  avapend  the  expenditure  of  cenain  amounts 
tiiereln  appropriated,  if.  In  hia  opinion,  the  condition  of  the 
Traaaury  ahould  require  it.  After  the  adjoummenl.ihaljecre- 
ary  of  the  Treasury  aigniflad  to  the  Piesident,  that  the  oeceaai- 
ties  of  the  Treasury  required  that  he  should  avail  himself  of 
the  authority  veated  in  nim  by  thia  clause,  and  aoapend  these 
ezpencUturea.  Thia  waa  accordingly  done;  but  upon  an  aaau- 
nXiOb  from  Mr.  Woodbury,  that  ihe  Treasury  would  be  in  a 
more  flourishing  condition  at  theendef  the  year  l&iO,  orat  far- 
tliaat  by  April,  1841. 1  authorized  theoRicers  charged  with  those 
■  worka,which,  from  their  nature,  would  have  been  serioualy  in- 
jured by  entire  auapenaton,  to  cany  them  on.  on  a  reduced 
acale,  provided  the  contractors  and  workmen  would  consent, 
wUlwutany  additional  charge  upon  the  Government,  to  wait  for 
pay inaiit  until  thefltat  of  January,  or  the  timi  of  April.  No 
reduction  ia  to  be  made  upon  the  amount  atipulated  to  be  paid. 
Ttie  President  removed  the  order  suapending  these  payments 
and' prohibiting  the  continuance  of  the  works  late  in  October 
laat:  but  the  aeaeon  waa  too  far  advaticed  tn  renew  them  advan- 
tageously— and  it  would  still  have  bfcn  inconvenient  to  the 
Treasury  lo  anticipate  the  payments  promised  foC  the 
lat  January.  Upon  the  passage  of  the  Treasury  bill 
now  under  consideration,  these  paymeme  and  others  for 
arrearages  due  for  militia  and  atibsistence  in  Florida 
will  be  made.  I  have  no  doubt  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury 
would  Ikave  been  able  to  meet  all  these  demands,  if  the  receipia 
had  been  simultaneous  with  them;  but  thtiro  ara  portions  of  the 
year  when  the  disbursements  are  neceaearUy  largo  and  the  re- 
ceipts small.  The  Treaaury,  to  be  free  from  embarrassment, 
muHt  always  have  livemilliona  aurplus  to.  go  and  come  upon. 
Very  truly  yours, 

J,   R.  P0IN8ETT. 
Hon.  Albzahdbk  Ddnoah. 

So  it  will  be  found  in  all  cases  where  pajmenis 
have  been  ratpended.  The  appropriations  run 
oat,  and  the  worltmen  are  permiUei  to  go  on  with 
Ihe  work,  upon  ihe  condition  that  the;  will  wait  for 
their  pay  until  Congress  shall  make  an  appropri- 
ation. It  is  matter  of  choice  and  preference  with 
them.  So  it  is  with  temporary  clerks,  who  are  paid 
from  the  conlingent  fund.  The  fund  ronj  out,  and 
clerks  of  this  deicription  can  receive  no  pay,  uaiil 
Congress  appropriates  money.  Htiil  the  clerks  go 
on  to  perform  their  work,  upon  their  own  respon- 
sibility, and  at  their  nwn  risk.  If  Congress  should 
make  no  appropriation,  ihey,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
laborers  on  public  works,  would  receive  no  pay; 
and  Ibis  is  what  constitutes  the  suspensions  ut  pay- 
ment which  the  gentloman  ailades  to,  and  out  of 
which  he  has  manufactured  such  (raudi  on  the  side 
of  the  Qovemmeot;  and  such  distiesa  on  the  part  of 
Ae  poor  workmen. 

I  would  not  hive  troubled  the  committee  with 
this  expose,  only  that  I  am  desirous  of  showing  to 
Ae  eonniry  how  little  reliance  is  to  be  placed  on 
charges  made  npon  the  Administration  by  a  party, 
whose  contrtl  of  the  Government  is  to  be  perpe- 
tuated by  the  same  sys'em  of  misreprf sentation, ' 
filaelMod,  and  slander,  which  hat  brought  them 
inio  power. 

The  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  EtaIk]  in- 
dol|od  in  bptii  tbiue  vA  wcwim  ot  tbe  W(ir  P«« 


partment,  for  what  he  calls  the  tdtnUiry  militia  in 
Florida.  He  derided  such  an  org»oization  as 
worse  than  worthless.  He  treated  it  as  Ihe  evi- 
dence of  imbecility  on  the  part  of  the  Bxecntive 
and  ihe  War  Department.  This  is  a  stracge  note 
with  what  we  heard  laet  fall  daring  the  eleetion 
campaign.  Tnen  we  were  tokt  by  every  Whig 
speaker,  from  the  political  negotiator  with  ihe 
shavers,  stockjobbers,  Shylocks,  and  brokers  of  the 
London  Exchange,  (Daniel  Webster,)  down  to  the 
moat  sniffling  Whig  whiSet  of  political  mimicry, 
that  the  Executive  was  about  to  overset  the  liber- 
ties of  this  country  by  a  military  despotism.  The 
weak  and  the  silly,  from  or.e  end  of  the  Union  to 
the  other,  were  thrown  into  alarm  and  consterna- 
tion, weepings  and  wailings,  by  ihe  note  of  mlliia- 
ry  despotism.  The  President  was  organizing  an 
army  of  two  hnndred  thousand  men  lo  seize  upon 
the  liberties  of  this  people.  The  wife  was  to  be 
deprived  of  her  husband— the  parent  of  his  son — 
and  the  sister  of  her  brother :  all  were  to  be  press- 
ed into  the  service  of  the  Ptesidcm,  and  marched, 
and  whipped,  and  shot,  as  the  rales  of  war  and  the 
laws  ot  ciPipolism  might  dictate.  But  now  the 
President  and  the  War  Department  are  found  wiih 
whail  wielding  the  sceptre  of  despotism  with  an 
army  of  two  hundred  thousand  men,  with  the 
sword  in  one  hand  and  the  parse  in  the  othrr 
(independent  Treasury?)  No ;  he  is  now  found 
straggling  in  a  complicated  war  with  a  savage  ene- 
my, to  maintain  the  honor  of  the  nation,  aad  ihe 
safely  and  peace  of  its  citizens,  with  a  tiitntwry 
army  of  five  hnndred  militia,  whose  pay  is  six  do'- 
lars  per  month,  without  the  power  lo  incrcafe  the 
number  or  augment  thb  pay;  and  he  derided, 
abused,  and  taunled,  and  his  Administration  de- 
nouneei  because  of  imbecility.  The  abuse  which 
the  gentleman  drew  from  this  organization  of  "m- 
itrUanf  mii<ii«"  induced  me  to  investigate  the  sub- 
ject. I  opened  a  correspondence  with  the  Secreta- 
ry of  War,  and  here  are  the  papers  with  which  I 
have  been  luroished.  They  are  ih»  lellers  between 
the  Secretary  of  War  and  Brevet  Oen.  Read,  com- 
mandei  ia  Florida,  wiiieh  show  the  whole  system 
of  organizilion,  and  the  motives  and  objec's  to  b« 
effected  by  it.  I  will  ask  the  Cleik  to  read  tbete 
papars,  beginning  at  the  one  marked  A  aad  so  pro- 
ceed. [Th;  Clerk  read.]  I  rexret,  said  Mr.  D. 
ihat  Ihe  number  aad  lengtn  of  those  letters  will  pre- 
vent me  from  giving  them  a  place  in  my  primed 
remarks,  which  would  make  comment  upon  ihem 
unnece.«sary.  I  will  now  briefly  explain  the  ob- 
ject and  the  system. 

The  organ'zation  is  called  "infantry  for  neigh- 
borhood defence  in  Florida."  In  the  summer  of 
1838,  Mr.  Poin=ett  recommended  such  an  organi- 
zation of  ihe  settlers  who  had  been  driven  from  their 
farms  by  tbe  Indians,  I  need  not  inlorm  members 
here  that  families  who  Were  driven  from  their  Dirms 
in  Florida  were  famished  rations  by  a  law  of  Con- 
gress. '  The  Secreiary  cf  War  conceived  and 
adopted  the  plan  of  organizing  such  parsons  for 
"fireride"  defence.  Toie  object  was  double,  and 
the  result  has  b*en  double.  The  object  was  to  form 
a  miliiary  defence,  and  the  improvement  of  the 
country.  The  result  has  been,  ibat  ihis  organiza- 
tion (about  five  hundred  in  nunber)  has  super- 
seded the  same  number  of  moanled  men,  which 
would  have  been  requirrd,  in  addition  to  the  rega 
lar  force  in  Florida;  and  it  has  been  found,  by  ac- 
tual calculation,  that  this  organization  has  cost  but 
one-sixth  of  the  same  number  of  mounted  men. 
Another  result  has  been,  that  the  Qovernment  has 
been  saved  from  vast  expense,  which  it  woaldhave 
incurred  by  tbe  transpoitaiion  of  grain  and  fo>age 
for  Ihe  support  of  iroops  and  horses,  which,  to  a 
great  extent,  has  been  supplied  by  the  cultivation 
which  this  system  has  encouraged  and  secured. 

Tbe  duties  and  privileges  which  this  organization 
imposes  and  secures  are:  for  a  part  of  those  em- 
braced in  it  to  cultivate  their  farms,  while  a  part 
are  patrolling  and  scouting  from  post  to  post;  they 
are  changed  at  tbe  end  of  given  intervals.  It  is  a 
rule  of  this  erganization,  that  no  person  is  to  be  or- 
dered more  than  twenty  miles  from  bis  farm:  and 
thi.t  is  what  gentlemen  deride  and  condemn,  as 
making  the  whole  system  weak  and  ridiculous;  but 
without  such  a  rule,  the  whole  system  would  fail, 
07  rather  it  never  bare  b««i|  established,  and  eo^  9f 


the  leading  objects  (viz:  the  cultivation  of  the 
larms)  would  b«  defeated — for  tbe  militia  could  not 
cultivate  their  farms,  if  they  were  ordered  a  greater 
distance  than  twenty  miles  from  them,  at  frequent 
in'ervals. 

It  is  supposed  that  this  organization  has  bean  m 
beneficial  in  point  of  military  defence,  as  the  same 
number  of  raounted  men  would  have  been  for  the 
same  lime.  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  so,  for  n 
higher  interest  siimalaies  them.  They  defend  their 
farms  and  tbeir  firesides,  as  well  as  their  country. 
So  much  for  the  Ple^ideHl'su<ttllt«ry  militia,  so 
much  the  subjee  ot  Whig  derision. 

Prior  to  the  overthrow  of  this  Administration, 
and  to  effect  that  purpose,  ibis  land  was  filled  with 
bowlings  and  lamentations  about  its  extravagance 
and  profligacy.  Eztravagani  appropriations  for 
harbors,  fortifications,  national  defences,  public 
buildings  canals,  roads,  and  every  species  of  im- 
provements, were  paraded  to  expose  the  extrava- 
gance of  the  Administration.  Bat  how  has  the 
note  changed  !  We  have  heard  Whig  gentlemen, 
for  Ihe  last  week,  exhaust  their  mental  and  phyai- 
cbI  powers  in  denouncing  the  Administration  for 
(in  their  own  language)  iis  niggardliness  and 
pennriousness.  It  is  charged  with  having  dri- 
velled out  insufficient  appropriations,  and  the 
dilapidated  and  decaying  condition  of  the  pub- 
lic works  and  fottificaiioos  is  now  paraded 
to  expoce  the  peanrious,  and  miserable,  selfiab, 
and  narrow  policy  of  this  Administration,  "lo 
save  its  popularity,  and  secure  its  re-eleeiion." 
How  will  such  notes  meet  ihe  ear  of  the  pnbllo, 
whose  head -<  are  yet  ringing  with  the  peals  of  ex- 
travagance, rain  and  profligacy!  Uentlemen  may 
reconcile  these  conillcling  charges  with  a  commu- 
nity whom  they  have  so  basely  abased  and  misled. 
It  is  no  duty  of  mine. 

But  while  on  the  t^arges  of  extravagance  before 
the  election,  and  of  penuriousnesssince  the  eleetion, 
I  ask  10  present  some  figurrs  and  facts  ••bich  I  extract 
from  official  reports,  which  are  as  true  in  polities 
and  finance  as  the  book  qf  wor>hip  is  in  divinity. 

I  read  from  the  reports  of  the  Secreiary  of  the 
Treasury,  Executive  documenis,  1st  session  35th 
Congress;  vol.  2d  for  1839-40,  Doc.  No.  17,  jiage 
9,  and  Doc.  No.  3  for  this  session,  page  3. 

These  dncoments  show  that  the  expenditnres  for 
tbe  year  1835  were  ((17,573,141  56 

1836  "  30,868,164  04 

1837  "  37,265.037  15 

1838  "  39,455,438  34 
These  aigregates  inclade  all  the  heavy  expendi- 
tures of  ihe  Indian  wars,  Indian  treaties,  Indian  re- 
niovals,  interest  and  principle,  paid  on  funded  debts, 
redemption  of  Treasury  notes,  and  border  difficul- 
ties Ihat  occurred  since  1835,  in  the  years  to  which 
the  amount  Is  annexed.  So  do  the  expenditures 
of  1839.  Here  is  a  table  showing  more  parties- 
larly  ibe  expenses  of  that  year,  as  reported  in  Due. 
No.  3,  2J  tension  36th  Congress,  page  31: 

BXPaNDinmas  fob  183?. 
ClviL  miecellaneouf, 
and   fotelgo  inter- 
course       ■  •  HSia,!!??  68 
MiUuiry         -  •  14,366,860  34 
Naval           •  -   6,^002  76 

«S6,410iOM67    _ 

Fablic  d<>bc,includlne 
intereaton  Uodaod 
debt  ■  ■        93,251  17 

Treaaary  notes  re 
deemed,  includiog  i 

Interest      -  -  11,101,111  OQ 

Trust  l\inds  -  ■    1,010,823  29 

12,201,886  48 

•37,614,398  16 

It  is  seen  by  this  table  that  the  whole  expendi- 
tures for  1839  were  |37,614,936  15,  iaclndiog  the 
redemption  of  Treasury  notes  and  tbe  trust  fund*; 
but  deduct  these,  which  is  proper  to  be  done, 
for  they  were  debts  of  another  year — I  say 
deduct  them,  and  the  expenditures  of  1839,  will 
be  bnt  $25,410,050  67.  Now,  let  na  look  to 
the  aggregate  expenditures  of  1840.  The  expendi- 
tures were,  in  the  entire  year,  (32,489,349  51; 
and  such  has  been  ihe  policy  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, and  such  iis  retrenchments,  that 
(19,000,000  will  cover  the  expenses  for  Ihe  present 
year,  (1841;)  so  says  the  Secreiary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  such  are  the  estimates  from  data  furnished  by 
all  tbe  Departments.  I  have  presented  these  figures 
and  fftcis  for  t^e  beneftt  Qf  iJjom  who  aiay  h^ 
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TVeasttry  Note  Bill — Mr.  Duncan. 


H.  of  Reps. 


me.  I  desire  ihat  tke  people  inajr  have 
these  facl«,  to  pat  io  contrast  with  (he  charges  of 
eztraTagance  with  which  the  Administraiion  waa 
denounced  throagb  <f erjr  Baik-bon^ht  oomipted 
organ  in  the  land,  and  every  Federal  demagogae 
that  coald  conceive  a  falsehood,  or  express  the  con-  ^ 
eepttODS  of  ani'ther.  It  will  he  seen  that  the  Ad- 
ministraiion has  sacceeded  in  redqeinc  the  ezpen- 
ditores  of  the  aovemmeni  from  |39,000,000  per 
nnum  to  $19,000,000;  and,  still  strange  to  say, 
one  of  the  reasons  of  its  overthrow  was  (he  charge 
of  extravagance  and  profligacy.  It  is  difficult  to 
say  which  is  most  criminal,  the  foul  spirit  that  pro= 
pagated  soch  slanders,  or  the  wilfal  stupidity 
tkat  makes  them  available. 

But,  sir,  in  order  to  benight  the  public  mind,  and 
to  pave  the  way  for  every  species  of  profligacy  ihat 
the  coming  Administration  may  be  gailly  of,  it  is 
boldly  asserted  on  this  floor  that  this  Qovernment  is 
now  indebted  to  the  amount  of  |30,000,000,  and 
that  a  loan  onght  forthwith  to  be  coniracied,  and 
the  debt  settled.  Why,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  is  not 
the  man  prepared  to  say  who  will  make  such  an 
assenioni  Bat  as  no  evidence  or  statistics  has 
been  or  can  be  produced  to  sustain  the  assertion,  I 
shall  satisfy  myself  with  meeting  it  with  a  direct 
and  unqualified  denial,  and  shall  class  it  with  the 
nomeroas  falsehoods  and  slanderf,  which,  as  I  be- 
fore said,  have  been  but  too  successful.' 

There  may  be  some  unexpended  appropriation 
at  the  expiration  of  this  Administraiion.  There 
always  has  been,  and  always  will  be  at  the  expira- 
tion of  every  administration.  Those  may  be  called 
floating  unexpended  appropriations.  They  pzss 
from  year  to  year,  a«  well  as  from  administration 
to  administration. 

There  weie  demands  of  this  ebaraeter  to  the 
amount  of  ten  or  twelve  millions  fell  upon  this 
Administration,  when  it  come  into  power.  There 
will  not,  perhaps,  be  one-fonrib  of  that  auoant 
transferred  to  the  coming  administration.  I  know  of 
none  at  this  moment.  I  do  not  now  speak  of  Indian 
annnities,  Indian  treaties,  and  the  Holland  claim  on 
thi«  District,  assumed  by  the  General  Gkvemmeni; 
they  are  landed  debts,  and  no  administraiion  can 
'pay  them  off,  without  farther  legislation.  The  Gk>- 
mint  never  was  clearer  of  debt  and  embarrassment 
than  it  is  at  ibis  moment.  It  never  was  in  a  situa- 
tion since  its  first  organization,  to  manage  and  con- 
duct its  fuDclions  with  more  ease  and  less  expense 
in  proportion  to  its  magnitude,  than  it  is  at  this 
li-ne.  The  country  is  fast  overcoming  ihe  embar- 
rassment and  calamities  brought  nprn  it  by  ihe 
frauds  and  mismanagement  of  the  banking  institu- 
tions— irade  and  commerceare  reviving — our  com- 
mercial debt,  which  grew  out  of  overtrading  and 
overbankiDg  is  paid,  and  we  have  a  fair  promise  of 
a  bonntiral  liarvrst  of  revenue  from  imposts  and 
land  sales.  Ttie  Florida  war  may  be  said  to  be  at 
ah  end.  The  Indians,  we  are  told,  are  daily  com- 
ing in  and  surrendering  themselves,  th?ir  arms, 
and  their  wives  and  children.  Our  border  difficol- 
lic!!,  it  is  believed,  will  be  settled  without  farther 
difficulty.  The  Federal  party  come  into  power  in 
peace  and  plenty,  out  of  debt,  and  with  the  com- 
fortable sum  of  about  five  millions  in  ad  va  nee,  which 
this  bill  Will  fornisb,  to  commence  nperaiions. 
What  a  contrast !  How  did  Mr.  Van  Baren  find 
the  Government  and  the  country  when  he  came 
into  office?  The  Florida  war  raging,  one  of  the  most 
complicated,  expensive,  and  difficult  wars  that  this 
Government  hisencocntered,  owing  to  the  nature 
of  the  enemy,  the  character  of  the  climaie  which 
was  its  seat,  and  the  advaniages  the  face  of  the 
country  give  the  enemy — border  diflienliie«  of  the 
most  complex  character — Ihe  surplus  revenue 
squandered,  or  what  was  the  same,  deposited  with 
the  Slates  (better  far  that  it  had  been  thrown  into 
the  Potomac)^nine  hundred  banks,  wiih  three- 
fourths  of  all  the  newspapers,  united  <o  paralyze  all 
bis  movements  and  overthrow  his  administration. 
Add  10  these  ibe  bank  suspensions,  which  left  bim 
without  a  dollar  in  thi  Treat nry,  and  ihe  sespen- 
si  D  of  cnmmercp,  which  stepped  op  the  channels 
of  revenue — and  all  ihis  intwom-nths  after  his 
itDogu'alion.  All  this  b.'fore  h?  had  time  to  pe-- 
form  the  fiist  official  act.  But  more  of  this  here- 
affr. 

l?be  gentleman  from  N«w  York  [Mr.  Bakmabd] 


told  OS  that  this  Administration  had  itsned 
|S5,000,000  of  Treasury  notes  from  its  beginning 
to  Ibis  lime;  and  that  it  would  now  owe  every  dol- 
lar of  that  amount  if  it  (the  Admiais'ration)  had 
not  seized  upon  Ihe  Ooveroment  property  and 
made  forced  sales,  at  great  sacrifices,  for  their  re> 
dempiion.  I  asked  ibe  gentleman,  at  the  tim'i  >o 
infurm  us  what  property  the  Government  had 
seized  on,  what  it  had  sold  that  was  not  it^  right 
and  its  duty  to  sell.  The  gentleman  promised  us 
the  information,  but  that  was  all;  be  did  not  give 
it,  and,  what  is  worse,  he  cannot.  I  meet  that 
charge  with  a  direct  denial.  It  is  groundless  in  all 
its  parts,  and  I  defy  him,  or  any  other  man,  to  sus* 
tain  it. 

It  is  somewhat  amusing  to  hear  and  see  the  ex- 
ultation manifested  and  expressed  by  the  Federal 
party  at  the  overthrow  of  the  Democracy.  "The 
expiring  Administration  I"  "The  oncccssful  par- 
ty!" "The  defunct  party!"  "The  protlraled 
Administraiion !"  "The  party  coming  ioto  pow- 
er," and  soch  expressions  of  anbridled  exultation 
is  the  beeinniog,  the  middle,  and  the  ending,  of 
every  WhAg  speech  we  hear.  Well,  poor  fellows, 
I  do  not  biam;  them.  They  have  been  in  political 
exile  for  forty  years.  A  gentleman  telis  me  that 
they  owned  the  Government  fonr  years  within  Ihat 
time.  True;  bat  that  was  no  Ailministration, 
within  the  meaning  of  our  Consiitotion  or  onr  po- 
litical langnage:  it  was  an  interregnum  of  that 
time:  it  was  a  Federal  interregnum  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitnlion, 
and  in  open  defiance  of  the  will  of  ihe  people  and 
the  majesty  of  our  political  institntions.  No  man 
can  call  that  an  Administraiion,  without  violence 
and  political  profanity.  Yes,  Sir,  the  Federal  par- 
ty have  been  in  banishment  for  forty  years.  For 
forty  years  they  have  been  rowing  up  'Salt  river"— 
bareheaded  and  barebacked— on  half  raiiout,  and 
now  Ihat  they  are  restored  to  the  Federal  days  of 
'SB,  Ihey  have  a  right  to  exult.  I  woold  do  so  if 
I  were  in  their  place.  The  more  than  a  ban- 
dred  thousand  lean,  long,  lank,  hungry,  and 
wolfish  office  seeken  who  are  now  thronging,  and 
who  are  to  throng  this  city,  to  seize  the  "jp«U>  <•/ 
tjetofjr,"  bearing  in  their  features  and  aspect  evi 
dencoj  of  worse  than  Siberian  poverty  ,speaks  poorly 
for  the  coantry  they  have  leA.  If  die  inhabitants 
from  "the  bead  waters  of  Salt  river"  are  fairly 
represented  by  those  who  are  now  flocking  here 
for  the  spoils,  I  would  judge  it  to  be  either  a  poor 
country,  or  the  inhabitants  to  live  by  the  ragged 
promises  of  banks  without  capital,  or  subjects  to 
swindle.  If  I  wert  capable  of  advising  my  friend$, 
my  advice  woald  be  to  keep  clear  of  the  Salt  river 
coantry.  I  would  advise  them  to  give  the  Fede- 
ralists another  "thake."  The  result  of  this  election 
isbnt  a  triumph  overmen;  it  is  no  triumph  over 
principle.  There  was  no  issue  of  principle  made 
in  the  content.  It  will  be  no  violaiion  of  the  fun- 
damental principle,  which  every  Democrat  bolls 
sacred,  viz:  "that  the  voice  of  the  people  is  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land,"  to  disregard  the  result  of 
this  election  only  as  a  trinmph  of  men.  Every 
Democrat  is  at  liberty  to  stand  to  bis  principles  and 
the  measures  which  have  characterized  his  party. 
It  is  an  anomaly  in  politics  and  in  goverameDt, 
that  an  admiuistr.itijn  should  be  overthrown  upon 
no  principle. 

It  is  equally  ttrange  that  an  Adminisiratinn 
should  come  into  power  upon  no  principle;  butsnnh 
is  the  fact.  I  have  said  that  it  was  an  anomaly; 
not  quite,  there  have  b^en  some  snob  in.-tances. 
When  and  white  the  Jews  were  enjoying  ihe  daily 
manifestationsof  the  living  God,  uni'er  the  admi- 
ni^tniion  of  Mosei,  they  de<cited  Ihe  one  and  sur- 
rendered  the  other,  and  betook  Ihemselroto  idola- 
try ;  anon  made  a  golden  calf,  and  Ihey  did  it  di- 
vine haaor!^;  not  ihat  they  were  to  receive  higher- 
benefits,  but  Ihey  wanted  a  change.  That  word 
change  has  ever  been  a  poierit  word-  It  was  the 
word  cAaNge  in  the  mouth  of  Hanno  a  <d  his  demn- 
gogaieal  adberen's,  that  overthrew  Hannibal,  and, 
with  him,  suuk  the  Republic  of  Carih.ige.  It  was 
the  wont  ckangt,  in  c-nnedion  with  ihe  golden 
bribes  of  Persia,  ihat  nnbverted  the  Grecian  liber- 
ties and  the  Grecian  Repab'ics.  That  word  change, 
and  Persian  gold,  did  what  the  arms  of  Persia 
was  unable  to  do.    So,  too,  the  word  change,  and 


British  gold,  may  do  what  the  arms  of  Eagiaad 
ooild  not  do.  They  may  subvert  me  liberties  of 
this  people,  and  overlhrow  thh  Republic.  That  word 
chance,  and  iheBriiish  moneyed  inflaenee.have ac- 
complished one  slep^  they  have  made  one  successfal 
effurt.  They  have  overthrown  as  pure  and  npright 
an  Administration  as  ever  administered  this  Go- 
vernment. They  have  defeated  the  re-electlmi  of 
a  President,  and  as  sound,  a^  pure,  and  as  talented 
a  patriot  as  ever  fil'ed  the  Executive  of  this  G> 
vernment  or  any  oiher — one  who  has  admiaistered 
the  Government  upon  the  same  Democratic  prin- 
ciples, and  in  Support  of  ihs  same  measures,  by 
which  this,  ia  Ihe  short  space  of  half  a  eenlory,  hiM 
grown  to  be  a  mighty  Repnbl.c — and  one,  too,  who 
was  elected  by  an  overwhelming  majority  of  die 
American  freemen  to  carry  out  the  very  measores 
which  hare  characterized  and  marked  every  offi- 
cial art  of  his.  His  Administration  has  been  bo- 
nest,  faithful,  able,  economical  and  patriotic  aad 
his  avowal  of  principle,  as  well  as  the  party  who 
sasiained  him,  open,  fearlcASS,  and  candid — avow- 
ing at  all  times  and  in  all  places  the  principles  and 
measures  which  sliould  guide  and  govern  him  and 
then.  And  how  was  this  honest  expose  meil  Why, 
the  Federal  caadidaie  positively  refused  to  pretent 
any  "expressiuB  of  principle  for  the  public  eye," 
or  to  give  any  pledge  to  support  or  repudiate  aay 
measure,  and  even  denied  the  right  and  the  proprie- 
ty to  ask  him  for  a  pledge  Here  is  an  extract 
from  a  speech  delivered  at  Port  M»igs,  as  reported 
in  a  paper  friendly  to  his  election .  In  that  speech 
he  says: 

■1  will  now,  fellow-clilzein,  ginjmx  mj  reaaaoa  for  bartaf 
refuKd  to  gire  pledgca  and  opinion!  mor*  fnttj  thaa  I  ban 
dona  alnce  my  nominoiion  tn  tlie  Previdaacy.  Mnaj  ot  Iba 
■utemanis  puUliahed  upon  iliia  au^«f t »i»  by D* meaaa car- 
racl.  But  it  !•  true  thai  it  la  my  opinion  ihat  no  pladf*  alMHiM 
tM  givcD  by  an  indlWilual  whila  In  nomimtioa  foe  way  •flea  ia 
tba  gift  of  tlM  peopla." 

1  could  present  nnmerons  instances  in  whieb  Ge- 
neral Harrison  wa?  called  upon  through  the  moat 
respectable  mediums,  and  from  the  most  palriolie 
motives,  to  give  bis  views  on  Ibe  great  leadiag 
measures  which  interestrd  ihe  country,  in  every 
instance  of  which  he  declined  giving  answers  "for 
the  public  eye."  I  am  loo  fast.  Oeneral  Hani- 
son  did  give  one  pledge.  He  stated,  I  beliere.  at 
varions  limes,  in  many  places,  and  in  the  pwaeoce 
of  assembled  maltitudes,  that  he  believed  a  Nation- 
al Btnk  unconstitutional.  He  believed  that  Con- 
gress has  not  the  consUtntional  power  to  establish  a 
National  Bank.  He  has  also  pledged  hiaseif,  in 
the  midst  of  I'ssembled  thonsands,  to  veto  no  bill 
that  Congress  may  pass.  He  i-  now  the  PrcaideU 
elect  of  this  Republic  On  the  4lh  of  Bfa/eh  next, 
at  ihe  threshold  of  his  official  duties,  he  will  mount 
the  esMem  portico  of  this  Capitol,  and  with  Ufa 
pressed  to  the  Holy  Evangelists,or  withnpliftedbaod 
before  assembled  thousands,  to  whom  be  is  tespoa- 
tibie  here,  and  in  the  presence  of  Almighiy  Gad 
and  bit  Eternal  Throne,  to  whom  he  i*  responsible, 
au'l  before  which  be  is  answerable  hansaf ler,  ha 
will  swear  to  support  the  Constituiion  of  the  United 
States.  Now,  suppose  Conereas  should  pass,  dar- 
ing his  adminirtraiion,  a  bill  to  incorporate  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  and,  to  become  a  law,  it  aball  leqaiie 
bis  appioval  and  t^isnature,  what  will  he  the  ooadt- 
tion  of  that  poor  old  man?  He  stands  pledged  U> 
approve  and  sign  a  bi  1  which  he  has  said  is  in  vio- 
lation of  the  Coastitution  which  ha  has  sworn  t» 
mainiainl  I  say,  what  wi'l  be  his  situalioa  ia  a 
moral  and  eocscientions  view,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
political  obligations  be  it  under  to  maintain  the 
Consiiimion  in  ibe  exercise  of  the  veto  power, 
which  is  a  part  of  the  obligitions  of  the  Executive, 
and  was  intended  by  the  framers  of  the  Gooatiia- 
tion  to  preserve  it  frsm  the  ionova  ions  and  vit^ 
tion.^  which  General  Harrison  sa)8,  hiouelf,  w««U 
be  made  upon  it  by  the  establishment  of  a  Nauowl 
Bankt 

I  know  of  no  Whig  candida'e  whose  ele» 
tion  in  the  Ute  canvass  turned  on  principlea.  Ia  a 
Bepublicaa  Governmeni,  it  is  a  fundamental  rigkt 
of  ih*  peorle  lo  drmacd  of  the  candidate  whd  is 
asking  suffrage  at  their  hands,  what  are  bit  princi- 
ples, and  upon  what  terms  he  will  admioiMer  the 
office  which  he  seeks;  and  it  is  a  political  duty,«a 
the  part  of  a  candidate,  to  answer,  aad  to  aasvdr 
sincerely.  That  right  and  that  duty  weia  bMh  tc». 
lated  in  Ik*  late  eleoiioM. 
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How,  I  esk  tgaiD,  were  the  fearless  and  honest 
expose  of  principles,  on  (be  part  of  the  Democracy, 
iuei7  Wby,  sir,  by  dtanlicn  orgies,  that  wobM 
hBT«  disgraced  a  bacchanaliaa  feast — by  empty  un- 
meaaJDg  pageaatfi — rldiculoa.s  displays  of  log  cab- 
ios,  beiei  io  cupo  skins,  fox  tails,  old  go'aids,  empty 
barrels,  shot  pouches,  and  snapping  turtles;  and 
by  other  displays  unworthy  of  the  age,  disgrace- 
ful to  any  people,  and  an  insult  to  erery  under- 
standing of  morality  and  decency.  Or,  in  the  Ian- 
gcage  of  my  poet: 

And  whuare  the  principles  'boat  which  you  prate! 

1  anawefflog  c^bioa  and  pickerel  t>aii; 

Hard  cider,  old  muelcets,  and  racoonfl,  and  mga, 

BtacA  t0o«/ and  tifoad  aaald,  and  tow  Baddte-bags, 

Corn  dodgara  and  skunlc^skiNB,  witttpiidiforlcs  aod  polaa. 

Old  hats  that  were  made'but  to  mop  up  ihe  holes;    , 

Paclr  saddtea  and  gouids,  empty  hoppers  and  lye, 

And  cattlsli  and  gingerbread  made  in  a  pie: 

Pothoolca  and  kettles,  with  scythes  and  wash  tub. 

Old  sickles  and  cornstalk;*,  and  axes  to  ^rub. 

Oh!  who  could  have  dreamt  that  a  nation  so  wise, 

Would  hare  stopped  up  their  ears  and  plucked  out  their  eyea; 

Would  have  swallowed  such  falsehood,  so  plain  and  so  Tout, 

That  would  disgust  and  sicken  a  toad  eating  own 

It  is  dt.<gracefal  to  the  American  intelUgence  to 
say  lb>t  ihej  elections  were  carried  by  such  dis- 
plays, in  the  entire  absence  of  avowed  piinciples. 
We  must  look  for  some  other  influence,  by  which 
the  whole  power  and  force  of  the  Anj?rican  De- 
mocracy have  been  ov^rtbrovn.  There  was  a 
combioaiion  of  circumstances  and  factions  brought 
together,  and  made  to  bear  on  the  Administration, 
which  never  has  been  before,  and  it  is  hoped 
never  will  b*  again.  First  of  the  factions.  Those  fac- 
tions were  bound  togrlher  by  no  principle  or  tie, 
save  their  hostility  to  the  Democratic  party,  and 
to  Democratic  priocip'e)  The  Abolitionist  and 
the  slave  holder,  the  bank  man  and  the  anti-bank 
man — the  high  lariffi'.e, '  and  the  anti-tariiB^e — 
the  dlstribuiioDist,  and  the  anti-rlistributionist— 
the  assnmpiionist,  and  the  anti-jsiumptionist^ 
though  all  antip.'des  to  each  other,  were 
uni'ed  against  the  Democracy,  all  rallied  under 
their  diflferent  bannars  to  the  siandard  of  Fede- 
ralism. Change!  change!  was  their  watchword, 
rhe  cry  and  the  echo  of  change  never  was  pur- 
mitiei  to  die  on  the  ear^  mid:>t  all  the  conflict  and 
din  of  battle — not  a  change  of  measures  nor  of 
principle,  bat  a  change  of  men.    As  my  poet  says: 

"TiM  Federaliata  came  and  they  wanted  ■"change," 

Oh !  ■'chance,"  the  Aholitioiiiais  caught  it. 

That  Tariflnea  wanteil  it  is'nt  stranje, 

But  change  for  the  Anlln,  who  would  have  Ihotight  iti 

They  waut«d  Changs,  and  ctutnge  tliey  have  got. 

But  a  change  for  the  beuerl  "I  reckon  noL" 

Second,  of  the  circumstances.  Bat  to  explain 
them  would  require  more  lime  than  the  limits  of  a 
speech  will  permit.  It  would  requite  not  only  a 
financial  and  commercial  bittory  of  oar  own  coun- 
try, but  a  history  of  our  relations  wiih  other 
coantties-  It  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  under  the 
high  tariflr  ba&king  and  credit  system,  a  rage  for 
speculation  was  engendered,  which  was  only 
eqaalled  by  the  fatal  embarrassments  in  which  it 
involved  the  people,  the  Stales,  and  the  Oeoeral 
Qovfrnmeot.  The  people  became  involved  in  a 
large  commercial  debt.  The  Slates  bsrame  in- 
volved for  loans  ob;ained  for  internal  improve- 
meats,  to  near  tno  hundred  millions  of  dollars  to 
foreign  capiialisls.  The  country  was  overspread 
with  upwards  of  nine  hundred  incorporated  bank- 
ing in»iitttiions,  a  large  portion  of  wbuie  capital 
was  and  is  o«ined  by  capitalists  in  London,  Pons 
and  Amsterdam. 

Bi:fore  I  take  my  seal,  I  will  explain  the  process  by 
which  all  rur  pecuniary  and  commercial  embarrass- 
ineais  were  brought  upon  U)  by  that  extended  cie  'it, 
baukiiig  and  Jatetnal  improvement  ^ysteul;  bat  it  is 
at  this  moment  my  object  to  expote  the  ciicwn- 
ilanca  and  ioflarncts  which  were  brought  to  biar 
upon  the  recent  e'ecttons.  It  is  well  known  ibat 
this  Administration  and  the  Demccratlc  paity 
were,  and  are  now,  opposed  to  the  contracting  of 
lunher  foreign  loans,  and  to  the  ptiviltges  which 
the  present  sy.stera  of  banking  be:><ows  upon  tbo^e 
institutions  and  their  stockholders.  It  is  well  known 
that  State  stocks  ia  the  European  markets  have 
been  gradually  falling  since  the  revi>lsioa  and 
bank  commercial  su«pett«ions  in  1837,  until 
they  are  not  worth  ntce  than  sixty  or  sixty-five 
ctats  on  the  dollar.  It  is  also  well  known  that  one 
of  the   means   by  which  thos3  (locks  votild  b? 


raised  to  par  value,  would  be  by  getting  the  Oeoe- 
ral Government  to  assume  the  Stale  deots.  It  is 
well  known,  too,  that  this  Adminislratioa  was  op- 
posed to  that  policy.  The  restrictians  and  secu- 
rities which  the  Administration  and  its  supporters 
were  imposing  upon  the  banks,  dismayed  bank 
siockholdtsrs,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Th<^y  taw 
in  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  sup- 
porters the  overthrow  of  their  swindling  system,  and 
the  liownfail  of  their  corrupt  institutions. 

It  was  to  avoid  a  catastrophe  so  fatal  to  the  gam- 
bling and  stockjobbing  interests,  that  united  the 
bankers  and  stockholders  of  both  Earope  and  this 
country  against  the  te-election  of  the  present  Ad- 
mtnittraiion,  and  rallied  all  the  power  and  influence 
which  a  control  of  two  hundred  millions  of  Sia*c 
debts,  twice  that  amount  of  bank  capital,  and  per- 
haps four  times  that  amount  of  bank  loans,  gave 
them  over  the  people.  The  idea  that  British  capi- 
tal, British  gold,  and  British  influence,  controlled 
the  recent  elections,  is  bcoated  by  the  Federal  party 
here,  and  denounced  as  a  slander  upon  the  freemen 
of  this  country.  Sir,  it  is  honorable  to  suppose 
the  American  people  incapable  of  bribery  or  being 
bribed.  It  is  not  charged  that  they  were  bribed  di- 
rectly, nor  was  it  necfisary  that  they  vhoutd  be. 
There  were  easier  and  cheaper  methods  of  bring  ng 
Briti^influtnce  and  Britikh  capital  to  operate  upon 
the  people  and  ihe  elections.  That  such  influences 
were  brought  to  bear,  no  one  having  a  regard  for 
truth,  and  acquainted  with  the  facts,  will  deny.  I 
bold  in  my  hand  the  evidence — evidence  conoid- 
sive — evidence  which  carries  conviction  with  it. 

It  is  well  known  that  Daniel  Webster  went  to 
England.  It  has  been  publicly  and  privately  re- 
ported, and  I  believe  never  contradicted,  that  he  went 
upon  means  to  the  amount  of  near  or  about  sixty 
thousand  dollars,  furnishes  by  the  traders,  bank- 
ers, meicbants,andstockjotjbera  of  the  Eastern  cities. 
What  he  went  for.  none  but  those  in  the  secret 
know;  but,  to  ase  a  Yankee  phrase,  we  can  guo). 
It  was  to  restore  confidence  in  the  ability  and  faiib 
of  the  Stales  to  redeem  their  bond) — to  the  end 
that  more  loans  might  be  obtained,  and  to  assure 
the  stockholders  that  the  Stales  were  censtilutionally 
and  legally  bound  to  liquidate  their  bonds.  A  kind 
of  notion  wa^  prevailing  ihat  the  Sia*es  hid  no 
power  to  issue  bills  of  credit,  and  that  th<  Slate 
bonds  were  bills  of  credit,  and  tberelore  unconstitu- 
tional and  illegal,  and  thatsnbseqnentSta'eLegiUa- 
tares  might  so  consider  thtm,  and  might  refuse  to 
provide  for  their  payment.  While  fuglicg  with 
the  stoekjobbers  and  bankers  of  London  exchange, 
I  do  not  know  what  promi'tes  he  made  them,  that 
if  Mr.  Van  Buren's  Administration  could  be  over- 
thrown, the  Gkneral  Government  would  assume  the 
payment  of  the  Siate<  bonds,  and  a  national  bank 
be  established,  but  I  do  know  when  be  came  home, 
"change,"  "change,"  was  the  \rord.  I  know,  too, 
that  no  election  by  the  Federal  party  ever  was  con- 
ducted with  so  roucn  expensii  oi  money  and  sacri- 
fice of  time,  though  the  piteous  howls  of  panic, 
nia,  and  distress,  were  laade  to  time  with 
"changt,  ^change,  change."  I  do  not  know  from 
whence  the  means  were  drawn  that  supported  all 
the  fool  Federal  fandangoes  that  disgraced  this 
country,  our  Republican  institutions,  and  the  elec- 
tive franchise.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were 
furnished  by  British  banks  in  this  country  or  Bri- 
tish banks  in  England.  I  do  not  know  whether 
they  were  farni,-hed  by  British  American,  or  Ame- 
rican British  stockjobbers  and  gambler;.  I  know 
the  mearis  were  furnished  from  some  conrce  other 
than  privaie  and  individual  donations;  and  now 
lor  the  evidence.  I  will  not  read  all  I  have.  I  have 
not  ti)>ie  to  read  all  the  correspondence  which 
shows  the  London  Exchange  interest  fell,  and  in- 
terference exercised  in  the  American  elections  latt 
fall  and  summer.  Here  is  a  part.  It  is  a  revela- 
tion adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  stockjobbers  in 
London: 

■To  send  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  States,  agents  who  should 
press  the  said  Legistaturea  to  appropriate  funds  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  their  scrip,  and  establish  sinking  funds  to  secure 
the  remainder." 

So  we  have  had  British  bank  and  stockjobbing 
acenta  to  soperintend  our  Legislatures,  and  in  order 
ilytt  the  Legislatares  should  be  of  the  proper  cast, 
soch  as  woaWl  be  more  likely  to  carry  ont  the  view* 
of  (hs  stockjobbing  herd,  it  is  fair  to  presnme  that 


these  agents  were  wire  workers  in  the  elections. 
Wliat  Ameiican  will  not  feel  humbled  when  he 
reflects  that  our  legislative  halls  are  beset  with  Bri- 
tish agents,  demanding  legislation  in  behalf  of  fo- 
reign interests.  This  if  Ih*  influence  which  sprung 
the  question  of  Federal  assumption  of  State  debts, 
and  it  seems,  while  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
or  all  except  the  Federal  fugle  matters,  were  kept 
in  peifect  ignorance  of  General  Harrison's  viewa 
of  the  great  questions  of  public  interest,  the  stock- 
jobbers and  owners  understood  him  well. 

Here  is  an  extract  from  a  London  paper. 

■The  London  Morning  Post,  of  JunaSd,  in  spaalctog  ofara- 
port  01  Mr.  Kendall  and  KCTeral  other  memtwrs  of  the  Ameri- 
can Cabinet  had  resigned,  says: 

■■By  the  election  of  General  Harrison,  the  Whig  candidate, 
and  the  rejection  of  Mr  Van  Buren,  the  return  of  the  Govern. 
menl  to  a  sound  and  rational  system  of  tmijlring  will  follow  as 
a  matter  of  course;  and  poosibly  tfie  United  Bttatea  Bank  may 
once  more  find  itself  nnder  the  protection  of  a  prt>per  ctiartar. 
The  rejection  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  will  be  deciaive  of  the  &taof 
the  Sub  Treasury  scheme.  That  insane  place  uflerialaiioii  will 
lie  moetaaeuredly  knocked  on  the  b«ad,and  weaiialt  no  longer 
hear  of  pel  banks,  and  the  ihouaand  othei;  abauiditiea  With 
which  it  ii  associated. 

"We  rejoice  In  the  downfall  of  die  VISIONARY  UNIIBR- 
TAKINGS  OF  TUB  RAD  CAL  BPIRrfS  AND  POLITI. 
CaL  ECONOMICAL  COXCOMBS,  WHBTUeR  TIIKY 
BE  OF  THi;  OLD  WORU)  OR  THE  NEW,  and  iaay,ae. 
cur  ingly,  congratulate  the  Americans  on  the  prosrtacis  they 
hare  of  getting  rid  of  such  quacks  as  Van  Buien,  "Vao"  Jadi- 
son,  and  Mr,  Amos  Kendall. 

"whether  the  resima  ion  takes  place  or  not,  there  aeemato 
be  no  doubt  that  THE  WHOLE  CREW  OF  THE  DEMO- 
CRATIC PARTY  will,  in  the  month  of  Novembet  at  the  latest, 
tie  relieved  from  the  cares  of  ofllca." 

Here  is  more  of  the  same.  Both  these  extracts 
are  from  high-toned,  fall-blooded,  red-moathed, 
English  Tory  papers: 

The  Lirerpool  Standard  of  geptenabar  4lh,  encoDiana 
Ihe  owners  of  Ameiican  stocka  in  England  with  the  foUowuig 
wortls: 

■There  can  ba  very  Utile  doobt  that,  in  spite  of  Govwn- 
mant  influenre.  General  Harrison  will  be  elected  Presideok" 
From  the  Liverpool  Siandard,  Sepltmbtr  4  1840. 

"At  present,  Great  Britain  exercises  a  POWBRFIJL  INFLV. 
ENCE  OTer  the  social,  poUlieal,  .and  fitcal  adalia  of  ItiA  Valtad 
States.  The  dependence  of  the  planters  in  the  South,  and  the 
commercial  men  in  the  North,  upon  the  British  market,  neces- 
sarily superinduces  a  desire  for  peace  on  their  part,  wiilie  it 
gires  this  country  aiar^e  aroouoiof  coimioL  ovbrthb  pobuo 
DBCisiONS  of  thorn  bodirs.  Ttie  ultra  Republicans  of  the  Btalaa 
do  not  relish  this  control.  They  see  that  it  interposes  a  BAR* 
RIBR  AGAINST  THE  WORICING  OCT  OP  THEIR  DE- 
HOCRATICaL  PRINCIPLES." 

It  Will  be  seen  by  tnese  extracts  th^t  Ihe  Londoii 
brokers  had  the  advantage  of  the  American  Demo- 
cracy. They  knew  precisely  by  what  role  of 
arithmetic  to  calculate  if  General  Harrison  should 
succeed  in  his  elec'ion.  If  his  election  was  se- 
cured, they  could  calculate  their  Bank  and  State 
stocks  by  multiplicalion;  but  if  Mr.  Van  Barea 
should  succeed,  the  rule  of  subtraction  would  ap- 
ply. Such  is  virtually  the  language  of  the  follow- 
ing letters.    Here  they  are: 

(Per  Great  Western  ] 

LoNOOR,  Jtue  3,  1840. 

Eio:  We  refer  to  our  last,  of  May  15,  and  have  now  the  plea- 
sure of  ackaowleilging  the  receipt  of  your  esteemed  letter  of 
17th  April,  The  box  with  the  coupon?  of  the  bonds  in  our  po#. 
ff^seion  has  also  reached  us  within  these  few  days;  the  contents 
have  not  Tct  been  examined,  but  we  have  no  doubt  of  tbeie  bo- 
ing  foundcorrccl 

We  assure  you  that  we  arc  not  unmindful  of  your  aoziom 
wish  either  to  realize  your  bonds  at  a  satisfactory  price,  ur  to 
receive  an  advance  upon  them,  hut  wc  regret  to  say  this  is  still 
out  of  our  power;  tliere  are  hardly  any  tmusactions  in  Amcri. 
can  securities,  even  in  ttie  most  current  storks;  and  as  to  the 
introduction  of  any  new  stock  in  the  market,  we  should  not 
consider  it  either  advisable  or  even  creditable,  nor  can 
we  as  yet  foietell  the  period  when  a  material  improve- 
ment may  be  expected.  We  should,  exHtsequently,  in 
making  an  advance,  lock  up  our  capital  for  an  indefinite 
period,  and  for  this,  we  confess,  Uie  vslne  of  money  is  loo 
great  at  present.  THE  ATTl'.NTlON  OF  OUR  CAPITAI.- 
I3TS  AND  OTHERS  ENGAGED  IN  AMERICAN  AF- 
F.\ma  18  NOW  TITIINED  TO  YOUIl  INTRRNAL  PO- 
LITICS, AND  IF  THE  PltOSPRCTS  FOR  YOHR  NEXT 
PRESIi)r,N-n\L  ELECTION  HELD  OUT  BV  THE  LAST 
ACCOUNTS  rtliOUI.D  BE  REALIZED,  THIS  CIRCUM- 
STANCE  WILL  CONTBIBIITE  MORE  THAN  ANY 
OTHER  TO  REi^TORE  GENERAL  CONFIDENCE.  The 
payment^  of  the  dividends  on  Pennsylvania  slock  has  produced 
a  good  effect,  but  even  now  th  -Istock  (which  a  few  years  a^o 
was  preterred  loatl  others,  and  sold  Kshlgli  as  120  0-0  )  can  tw 
purchased  at  from  76  to  780-1),  which  will  show  you  what  could 
beexpccied  fir  Missouri  iMnda.  Indiana  dollar  stock  has  been 
sold  at  G6  0  0.  Illinois  6  percent,  stock  at  74  0  0^  but  even  at 
these  rates  no  iarie  mles  should  be  efTecled. 
We  remain,  respectfully,  air. 

Your  obedient  servants, 

FRED.  HUTH  dc  CX>. 
John  Shith,  esq. 

President  of  the  Dank  of  the  State  of  Hissoun,  St.  Umlm. 

This  was  the  first  letter;  here  is  the  second.  It 
promises  some  consolation  lo  the  State  of  Missouri 
should  the  Democratic  Administration  be  over- 
thrown. The  stockjobbers  were  barking  up  th* 
wrong  tree  when  they  wrote  these  letters.  They 
I  sapposed  they  were  talking  to  tboBe  who  wc;e  wU- 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Jan.  1841. 


R  Cono.>-"2nd  Sbss. 


7Vea»Mry  Note  BUI — Mr.  Duncan. 


H.  of  Reps. 


sell  their  birthright  for  a  mess  of  porridge; 
who  were  wilUng  to  barter  off  their  princi- 
id  ibeir  institaiions  for  the  ass's  load  of  gold. 
!te  is  the  second  letitr: 

(Per  Great  WMtenel 

LoMOON,  ^plemher  11, 1840. 
Sm:  W«  have  duty  teceired  your  lavora  of  July  9, 
.  Louie,  and  July  29,  rrom  New  York,  and  muet  regret 
continue  unable  to  meet  your  wieties  ae  regards  a  eale 
lionda,  or  a  loan  on  the  security  of  tliem.  The  war 
ich  we  are  threatened  by  France  again  diverts  the  alien- 
Kur  capitalists  from  permanent  Investments,  and  all 
m  securities  agrpear  quite  forgouen.  Indiana  6  per 
liar  stock  was  ufferett  to  us  at  67^  0-0;  and  Miasourl,  ne- 
^nown,  cnuld  not  even  l>e  eold  in  lees  propcirtion.  IP, 
VER,  YOUR  ELECTIONS  FOR  THE  PRESi' 
HIP  SIIOHLD  HAVE  THt  RESHLT  NOW  ANTI- 
!D,  IT  18  VERY  PROBABLE  THAT  AN  IMPULSE 
BE  GIVEN  TO  ALL  STATE  STOCKS,  AND  THE 
<T  MAY  THEN  ARRIVE  WHEN  YOUR  BONDS 
IE  INTROUUCEO  UNDER  FAVORABLE  AUS 
though  not  at  the  limit  you  have  fixed,  whilst  Illinois  6 
.  sterling  iHMids  can  be  purchased  so  much  lower;  the 
cedat  present  for  thia  latter  stock  is  8700,  beina  nearly 
ider  your  limit.  AFTER  YOU  HAVE  WAITED  30 
WE  THINK  IT  WOULD  BE  A  PITV  TO  RECALL 
lONDS  WTTHOUT  SEEING  WHAT  EFFECT  A 
IE  IP  YOUR  EXECUTIVE  WILL  PRODUCE,  IN 
I  POINT  WE  MAY  EXPECT  TO  FORM  A  FAIK 
BNT  ABOUT  THE  BEGINNING  OF  NEXT  YEAR. 
vet,  you  wish  tlie  bonde,  or  a  portion  of  them,  to  be  re. 
ileaae  give  us  your  instructions  and  they  will  be  pane- 
illowed. 
We  remain  respectfully,  dear  air, 

Yoiir  obedient  servanlf, 

FREDERICK  BITTn  tc  CO. 
iiTH,  Eaq.  Preeident  of  the  Banic  of  the  Suie  of  Mia- 
St.  Louia. 

ioiiri,  by  her  Legiilatare,  met  this  insolence 
proper  spirit — in  the  spirit  worthy  of  a  free 
and  of  freemen — worthy  the  imitation  of 
Itates  and  o<her  freemen.  Her  bonds  were 
1,  and  their  arrogance  denounced  and  re- 
But  the  election  is  over — Mr.  Van  Buren 
Med,  and  General  Harrison  is  elected.  Hear 
igralalations!  Toe  frantic  joy  of  the  money 
rs  and  rag  barons  of  this  country  hardly 
d  that  of  the  moneyed  aris:ocray  of  Bng- 
I  read  fk-om  the  London  Morning  Chronicle, 
)looded  Tory  paper: 

MONEY  MARKET  AND  CITY  NEWS. 

[BaOAT,  December  10.— Ttie  election  of  General  Harri- 
le  Presidential  chair  of  tbe  United  States  Is  an  event  of 
portance  to  the  commercial  interests  of  America  and 
'lUiin.    A  new  svsiein  of  financial  policy  will  be  pro. 

by  the  cabinet  of  the  United  States,  and,  if  sncceasful, 
ge  will  be  feltthroughout  Europe.  On  this  country  it 
however,  mostimmediaiely,  and  to  the  ^oaiest  extent. 
3  deep  iniei-esiB  at  stake,  therefore,  in  asking  oux  tranaat. 
etbren  not  to  go  ahead  too  fast,  nor  too  lar,  but  to  use 
;cess  with  prndcace. 

leasured  which  will  form  the  leading  featu res af  discus- 
en  Cungresa  assembles,  are  likely  to  be:  Ut.  The  ad- 
t  of  the  currency;  2.1.  The  bankruptcy  law;  3d.  The 
land  distribution  bill;  and,  4th.  The  tans'.  'J  he  first 
•(  theae  important  questions  will  lead  to  len^htliened 
>o.  It  is  01  viutl  Interest  to  the  future  prosperity  of  the 
od  ought  not  to  be  decided  without  full  and  mature  deli- 
A  rnsh  or  inconsiderate  step  might  not  only  overturn 
Government,  but  lead  to  disastrous  convulsions  in  tlie 
market.  Tbe  Governmcni,  however,  are  vested  by  tlie 
ition  of  the  United  Slates  with  special  powers  *'to  coin 
and  regulate  tbe  value  thereol,"  so  that  their  powers  to 
1  a  uniform  national  currency  cannot  be  successfully 
I.  Mr.  Wel)3ler  waa  tlie  leading  expounder  of  the 
f  the  new  administration  party  on  this  subject;  and  as 
cted  that  it  would  lead  to  the  succeraof  one  system  of 
Dent,  and  to  the  overthrow  of  another,  it  is  from  hia 
lOt  we  are  to  look  fur  the  nature  of  the  measures  which 
rou;lhl  forward.  If  his  opinions  be  adopted  by  General 
1,  the  new  Federal  Government  will  not  only  propound 

for  a  national  paper  currency,  payable  in  gold 
er,  but  atsn  for  a  National  Rank.  The  latter  mea- 
uld  meet  with  powerful  opposition,  and  we  hear 
>  Whig  paity  are  not  all  of  one  way  of  thinking 
The  same  may  be  said  legaiding  the  general  bank- 
nil.  It  W(»utd  never  do  to  teeislaie  for  behoof  of  the 
aty,  as  wasprnposctl  by  the  bill  of  last  sesaian.  Any 
^  to  de.^erve  success,  should  be  even. handed,  and  apply 
lebtor  and  crmiitur.  It  is  considered  likely  that  Mr. 
II besucceaj^ful  in  carrying  a  meaaiilc  for  Ihe  distrlbu- 
he  public  lands  belonging  to  the  general  tx>dy  of  the ' 
c,aQd  at  the  disposal  of  Conzrcsa.  It  has  iMen  pro 
'  Mr.  Clay  that  these  lamin  should  be  sold  under  the  pro- 
if  a  special  law,- and  the  procectla  divideil  among  Ihe 
States  on  fixed  principles,  according  to  their  represen- 

Congress.  A  bill  for  that  puriiose  foimerly  pa»-ed 
stature,  but  General  Jackson  did  not  permit  it  to  be* 
aw,  having  allowed  it  mdropwithou  giving  his  Presl- 
anction.butit  iaunderstond  that  General  Harrison  will 
ipprovR.ifit  be  sent  up  to  him  by  the  Senate.  Tliepasn- 
ich  a  measure  would  ufford  the  various  Elates  powerful 
mpleting  their  schemes  of  internal  improvement.  But, 
atever  is  given  to  the  revenue  of  tbe  differentStates,  ia 
ffn  from  the  revenue  cjf  the  Union, 
jpposed  that  a  chanj<  of  the tarilT  will  be  atrenoously 
Ivy  tlie  manufacturing  Slalea  who  are  desirous  for 
protecting  duties,  but  they  will  meet  with  vehement 
an  fmtn  ihe  exivirting  iiilcre3tf*.  and  v/c  trust  that  free 
t»  of  trade  will  still  prevail  in  Coogieea. 
ill  trouble  y<  a  with  no   more  eztraelF.    If 

have  read  are  not  »nffia>«nl  to  ostablisb  the 
at  British  capital  and  British  ioflaeuce  were 


brought  to  bear  sn  the  recent  election?,  no  amoant 
of  evidence  would  avail. 

Bat  permit  me  to  discharge  a  duty  to  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  American  people  by  saying  again  that 
they  are  inetpable  of  being  bribed,  or  turned  from 
the  support  of  oar  Democratic  institaiions  by  any 
dirta  attempts  of  foreign  influence  or  money.  It 
will  be  asked  how  has  this  influence  been  brought 
to  bear?  I  answer,  by  indirect  means.  Such  is 
the  hold  that  foreign  capitalisis  have  upon  our  cre- 
dit and  monetary  institutions,  that,  by  a  oombina- 
lign  with  (hose  with  whom  they  are  connected  and 
associated  in  this  country,  having  an  identity  of  in- 
terest, ibcy  can  say  to  the  banki  suspend,  and 
they  suspend — expand,  and  they  expand — contract, 
and  they  contrac — resume,  and  they  resume.  All 
these  they  can  do,  and  have  done.  And  what  is 
the  effect?  It  is  to  make  money  scarce  or  plenty  at 
their  will;  to  raise  or  lower  the  price  of  produce 
and  labor;  to  sorpend  or  progress  with  public 
works  and  improvements,  as  may  b<>st  advance 
their  interests.  Tbe  uni^uspecting  laborer  who  only 
seeks  to  maintain  himself  by  honest  economy  and 
industry,  does  nut  understaud  the  cause  of  those 
expansions  and  contractions  which  at  one  lime 
give  bim  ample  compensation,  and  high  hopes  for 
bis  labor,  and  at  another  sink  him  into  poverty  and 
nakedness.  He  looks  around  him  with  astonishment 
and  surprise  for  the  can«es  of  those  changes  which 
so  effect  him  and  his  interests.  He  is  told  that  it 
is  by  the  mismanagement  of  tbe  rnling  powers, 
and  be  is  admonished,  as  be  values  his  own  pecu- 
niary interestv,  lo  ehmgt  tbe  Administration.  Now 
look  at  Ihe  number  of  banks  in  this  country,  the 
amoant  of  bank  capital,  tbe  number  of  bank  cffi- 
cers,  of  bank  directors,  and  bank  stockholders, 
ninety-nine  in  a  hundred  of  whom  are  opposed  to 
the  Democratic  party — look  also  to  the  fact  that 
foreign  capitalisis  own  a  vast  portion  of  all  the 
bank  stock  in  this  coanlry,  and  are,  Kke  their  as- 
sociates hrre,  opposed  in  principle  and  policy  to 
this  Administration,  and  every  thing  like  demo- 
ticy.  Again,  look  at  the  wide-spreid  influence 
that  the  banks  and  the  capitalists  can  and  have  ex- 
ercised on  the  eleciions  tbroogh  all  the  mediomf, 
and  tbe  more  than  ten  thoosand  channels  of  mo- 
neyed agencies  that  control  ihe  valae  of  every 
thing  that  is  the  subject  of  pecnnisry  value;  and 
deny,  in  the  spirit  of  troth  it  you  can,  that  foreign 
influence  has  controlled  the  elections.  I  say 
again,  that  foreign  capital  has  controlled  and  is 
now  coatroliirg  the  elective  franchise,  the  ballot 
box,  and  the  institutions  of  this  country,  not  by 
direct  bribery,  but  by  secret  moneyed  influence., 
more  dangerous  to  the  liberlieti  if  this  roontry, 
and  more  subversive  of  o»r  Republican  iostitn- 
lionf  than  the  artillery  and  the  boyonet  uf  England 
or  all  other  military  powers  on  eaith  combined. 

I  may  name  another  circumstance,  which  was 
used  to  oterihrow  the  Administration;  and  so  far 
a«  it  was  successful,  I  reeret  lo  say  it  was  dis- 
graceful to  American  in'elljgrnce,  and  divhonora- 
b'e  to  American  patriotism.  I  allude  to  "Jlfr.  Van 
Buren'5  tloniltn^  army  of  two  hundrtd  thmuani  men.'" 
It  will  be  remembered,  and  the  journals  show  ibe 
fact,  ihat  doling  the  short  session  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Congre.ss,  a  resolution  was  passed,  reqaesliog 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  to  Ihe  next  Con- 
gress a  plan  of  reorganizing  the  militia.  That  re- 
quest was  made  with  reterence  lo  our  border  diffi- 
culties, and  some  other  difficulties  which  might 
grow  out  of  them.  The  Secretary  of  War,  in  con- 
formity 10  the  daiy  imposed  on  bim  by  ibst  resolu- 
tion, reported  a  plan  of  reortan'zation.  It  was 
Kubmiiied  to  Congre^,  and  differed  but  little  from 
the  plan  submitird  to  Congress  by  General  Kn'x, 
in  General  Washington's  administration,  was 
passed  by  Congress,  and  approved  by  General 
Washington,  and  is  now  a  law,  and  has  been,  from 
that  lime  to  this.  In  whatever  Mr.  Poinsett's  plan 
differed  from  tbe  present  law,  (hat  difference  made 
his  plan  less  exceptionable}  Comment  on  Mr. 
Poinsett's  plan  is  unnecessary  with  those  who  deal 
in  justice  and  truth.  But  comment  oh  it  with 
ihose  who  deal  in  falsehood  and  slander  would 
be  witse  than  idle.  It  is  sufficient  to  say 
that  ihe  measore  never  was  acted  on  by  Congress. 
It  never  was  presented  to  the  President  officially, 
nor  did  be  ssBction  it;  bat,  on  the  contnry,  disap- 


proved of  some  df  its  provisioDs,  and  prononDcc4 
others  aaconstiintienal.  But  itill  that  plan, throi^ 
the  whole  canvass,  was  urged  upon  the  people  by 
Ihe  political  demagogues  and  the  Bank  pensioaed 
pres.ses,  as  "Mr.  Van  BurmU  ttanding  araqr;**  a 
thin;  which  had  no  existence;  a  thing  that  waa 
among  the  things  that  never  were.  Bat  it  was 
urged,  too,  that  the  object  in  taking  tbe  ceoctu  and 
the  statistics,  was  to  ascertain  the  namber  of  aca 
lb<  country  could  furnish  to  the  constant  aopply  of 
that  army,  and  the  amount  of  properly  which  ootid 
be  taxed  for  its  support,  when  ihe  records  show  tbe 
fac,  Ihat  the  resolution  which  provided  for  taking 
the  statistics,  nas  iatrrdnced  by  a  Whig  member, 
[Rice  GiBLAsD,}  the  object  of  which  was  to  far- 
sish  data  and  useful  information  as  lo  tbe  wonb 
of  Ihe  nation,  without  reference  to  tbe  snbjeet,  or 
thought,  of  taxation.  I  believe  every  member  of 
tbe  House  supported  that  resolotioD.  And  ibis  is 
briefly  the  story  of  Mr.  Van  Bnren'stfaadioganiiy 
of  300,000  men.  I  only  name  the  snbjeet  to  in- 
vile  those  who  may  have  been  influenced  by  that 
cbaiige  upon  tbe  Administration,  to  exam'me  lb* 
charge  and  see  how  basely  ihry  have  beea 
imposed  npin.  But  how  ungraiefal  and  un- 
bind was  it  to  charge  Mr.  Van  Bnren  wiik 
an  intention  to  everibrow  tbe  liberties  of  the 
conn  try  and  establish  a  military  detpottsa. 
Of  all  men,  we  have  the  least  to  fear  from  him. 
He  has  been  tried,  and  he  has  been  found  true 
and  faithful.  Tbe  whole  history  of  bis  life,  civil, 
palitical,  and  official,  constitotes  tbe  surest  guar- 
antee of  bis  attachments  to,  and  bissopport  of,  free 
institutions  and  B«pablican  principles.  Bat  if  any 
thing  more  were  wanted,  we  have  it  in  the  fact 
that  Congress,  al  the  close  of  ihe  long  seaqoa, 
25!h  Congress,  with  a  view  to  defend  oar  Bfaine 
boundary,  placed  at  tbe  disposal  of  the  President 
ten  millions  of  dollars,  and  antboiiiy  to  raise  fifty 
thousand  volunteers.  That  was  patting  the  s«oi4 
and  the  purse  truly  in  the  hands  of  the  Fresideal. 
Well,  how  did  he  use  this  Irem.^ndous  military  en- 
gine, thus  surrendered  to  him?  Did  be  wield  the 
purse  and  the  sword  to  the  overthrow  of  oor  Re- 
publican insiiiulions?  Did  be  organize  a  standing 
army,  or  did  he  establish  a  militiiy  despotism? 
Noj  be  did  neither  of  them.  What  did  be  do? 
Why,  by  hi^  diplomacy,  and  his  skill  in  iateraa- 
tirnal  laws,  he  so  far  succeeded  in  compromisiog 
the  border  difficulty,  as  to  make  military  foiee  un- 
necessary. And  when  Congress  assembled,  lie 
handed  back  the  purse  apd  the  sword  to  the  peo- 
ple's Representatives,  with  bis  bands  as  unpolluted, 
and  tbe  sword  as  unstained  with  bnraan  blood,  as 
were  the  hands  and  sword  of  General  HarrisaD, 
when  he  threw  down  his  commission  in  the  midst 
of  the  last  war,  and  admonished  Congress,  in  a 
mannpr  which  should  be  remembered,  never  to  in- 
vest tbe  Executive  wiih  such  power  again. 

So  much  for  the  circnmsiances  united  with  tbe 
factions  which  were  brought  lo  bear  lo  ihe  over- 
throw of  this  Administration.  I  coald  name  oibers 
equally  unfounded  and  unjust,  bat  I  hare  not 
lime. 

Before  I  proceed,  permit  me  to  give  the  gentle- 
man on  my  right  sitae  notice. 

Tne  gentlmaa  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cikh- 
iNo]  the  other  day,  after  mourning  for  some  time, 
Over  Ihe  disires;ed  condition  of  our  poor  coanlry 
and  the  wickednets  and  prcfl  gicy  of  Mr.  Van  Ba- 
ren's  Amioistralioo,  suddenly  turned  his  tune  and 
pronounced  a  eulogy  on  the  gallantry  of  Genenl 
Harrison,  and  coissoled  himself  and  bis  friends,  that 
"the  gallant  Harrison"  would  relieve  tbe  country. 
"The  gallant  Harrison"  would  secure  prosperity  to 
the  country.  "The  gallant  Harrison"  would  do 
this,  and  "the  gallant  Hanison"  would  do  that. 
I  am  tired  and  sick  of  Tippecanoe  songs,  and  I 
would  like  to  know  what  diSieDlty  the  country  is 
in  that  General  Harrison's  galUn'ry  can  relieve 
it  from,  and  I  would  also  like  lo  know  in  what  bis 
golUmlTy  consists.  Does  it  consist  in  bis  having 
been  the  commander  at  Ibe  tha-satre  of  Tippeca- 
noe, where  ten  or  twelve  boadred  men,  as  brave 
as  ever  defeadida  country  or  faced  an  enemy, 
were  surpiised  in  Ihe  night  and  one  hupdred 
and  eighty  of  ihair  namber  slaoghtercd  -mi 
wounded  by  four  or  five  hundred  Indianr| 
Who,  after  perfonaini;  tbe  work  of  dqMti  for  mm 
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than  two  hoars,  letired  witboai  perhaps  Ibe  loss  of 
teD  of  their  number?  Or  does  his  gallantry  consist 
io  his  baring  ordered  Ibe  really  gallant  Crogban  to 
bum  and  abandon  Fort  Stephenson,  bat  which  order 
was  disobeyed,  and  thereby  one  of  the  most  bril-. 
liaat  victories  gained  over  tha  enemy  in  defence  of 
the  fort  that  characterized  the  last  war?  Does  his 
gallantry  consist  in  his  having  piled  up  the  public 
stores  and  provisions  on  a  frontier  border,  far- 
nished  at  vast  expense,  setting  fire  to  tbem,(and  re- 
treating by  the  light?  Does  his  gallantry  consist  in 
his  having  headed  the  infantry  at  the  battle  of  the 
Thames  a  mile  or  more  in  the  rear,  whiU  Colonel 
Dick  Johnson,  WMh  bis  gallant  regiment,  was  in 
death  grapple  with  three  times  their  nnmber,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  battle?  Or  does  bis 
gallantry  consist  in  his  baring  thrown  down  his 
eommlsfrion  in  the  middle  of  the  war,  when  all  was 
darknciis,  <(oabt,  and  dasgei? 

Sir,  yon  may  dig  from  the  grave  the  withered 
tMSOfS  ofaGenerid,baried  for  mere  than  aqaarter 
of  a  century;  you  wash  bis  lace,  comb  his  locks, 
dress  him  in  long  boots,  a  cbapean,  and  epaulets, 
and  plums  bim  with  feathers,  and  a  black  cockade, 
but  you  cannot  make  a  military  chieftain  of  him, 
only  as  he  has  made  himself  so. 

Mr.  D.  was  here  called  to  order  by  several 
Whigs,  and  the  Chair  reminded  him  that  hii  re- 
marks were  irrelevant.  Mr.  D.  said  be  was  aware 
of  that.  It  was  bis  intentioa  to  be  oat  of  order, 
and  he  was  pleased  that  he  had  been  called  to  order. 
He  was  desirous  of  knowing  whether  order  in  de- 
bate was  uniform  here  cr  not.  He  bad  now  dis- 
eovtred  that  or^er  depended  more  upon  the  party 
passions  and  capricious  feelings  of  members,  than 
-v|ion  any  established  rules  oT  order;  for,  said  Mr. 
D.  during  ibii  debate  Mr.  Van  Bnren  has  been 
called  a  jackass,  and  his  cabinet  and  cabinet  officers 
knaves,  fools,  liars,  swindlers,  and  thieves,  hot 
there  was  no  Whig  then  to  call  lo  order;  it  was  all 
right,  all  fair,  and  all  in  order.  Now,  sir,  you  have 
my  apology  and  my  reason  for  departing  from  the 
rales  of  oider,  and  I  wish  to  be  andeistood,  while  I 
have  a  seat  here,  I  will  meet  snch  abuse  and  such 
slaaderandfalsebood,in  a  manner  which  they  merit. 
Bat  fmntiered  some  Whig  member)  you  have  not 
long  to  be  here.  Yes,  said  Mr.  D.  I  will  be  here 
again.  On  the  first  Monday  of  December  a  year, 
if  not  sooner,  I  will  make  my  entrance  at  that 
door.  The  Democracy  of  Old  Hamilton  will  ^eod 
ne,  or  if  not  me,  they  will  send  a  belter  man, 
who  will  as  fcarteasly  defend  the  Democracy 
and  ih  eir  principles.  I  was  not  defeated  by 
▼oters.  I  was  defeated  by  "pip*  layer)."  No 
Democrat,  who  is  the  seleced  candidate  of  the 
De  oocracy  of  Old  Hamilton,  can  be  defeated  by 
honest  and  legtl  voting. 

Now,  sir,  1  will  proceed  in  order. 

But,  on  motion,  the  committee  rose,  and  the 
House  adjourned  at  A  o'clock. 

Tuesday The  House  met,  and  went  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  DoNciN  proceeded:  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire 
to  new  blaze  the  landmarks  which  do  nov,  and 
ever  have  divided  the  two  great  pariiet — I  meat 
the  Federal  and  the  Democratic  parties,  for  th-re 
are  no  other  names  by  which  thry  have  or  by 
arhieh  they  !.honM  be  known — and  1  will  be  joMi- 
fied  in  ibis  bv  the  fact  ibot  it  is  every  I'ay's  piac-. 
lice  for  the  F<:deialisis  cf  lhi.-<  House  lo  call  them- 
selves J-fftnon  Demmraltl  Why,  tir,  Iher  profane 
the  name,  and  slander  the  memory  of  Jeffersoa.  I 
will  prove  this  by  documents  which  are  as  true  as 
Hoi/  Writ  In  the  days,  and  io  the  political  life  of 
Tliomas  Jefferson,  the  n.ea«iires  and  principles 
which  divided  the  two  parties  were  the  .'-am-!  ihat 
now  divide  them.  The  Federalists  then  were  in  fa- 
vor of  a  great  National  Bank,  and  the  Democracy 
wereoppoMd  to  such  an  Instilotion'  The  Federal- 
ists were  in  favor  of  a  national  deb*,  and  an  nore- 
strained  credit  system;  the  Demociacy  were  op- 
posed lo  both.  The  Federalist  wrre  in  ta- 
Tor  (it  an  exiiavataul  sysrem  o(  iMternal  im- 
provemenLs  by  the  Ornrrat  Government,  the 
Demoerary  weie  opposed  lo  such  a  M'^um  of 
policv,  as  incompatible  with  the  purposes  for  which 
the  General  Gorernment  was  formed.  The  Fe.'ie. 
ralists  were  in  favor  of  assuming  and  fun  ling  the 
State  debit;  tiie  Pemocrtcj  were  opposed  to  «ucb 


a  policy.  The  Federalists  were  in  favor  of  a  high 
protective  tariff;  and  the  Democracy  were  op- 
posed vto  any  other  tariff  than  what  was  necessary 
to  secure  the  requisite  revenae  for  the  support  of 
the  Government  and  for  national  defence.  The 
two  parties,  I  repeat,  stand,  on  all  these  measures, 
now,  precisely  as  they  then  did;  and,  althoagh  the 
Federal  party  came  into  power  on  no  avowed  prin- 
ciple'', and  pledged  to  the  support  of  no  measure, 
they  bad  not  assembled  here  three  days  until  they 
showed  the  cloven  Federal  foot  as  broad  as  ever  it 
was  seen.  All  the  Federal  measures  which  I  have 
named,  and  some  that  I  have  not,  have  been  boldly 
advocated  on  this  floor  b  /  every  Pedera'ist  who  has 
spoken  this  winter. 

I  now  ask  your  attention  while  I  read  some  of 
the  opinions  of  Thomas  Jefferson  on  those  mea- 
sures which  I  have  enumerated — which  I  say  now 
divide  the  two  porties— and  we  will  see  what  ap- 
proximation the  modem  VfA'g' principUs  make  to- 
wards the  standard  of  Jefferson  Democracy.  And 
first  at  lo  the  system  and  policy  of  internal  im- 
provements by  the  General  Government.  While  a 
member  of  the  Un'ted  States  Senate,  Mr.  Van  Ba- 
ren  iairodaced  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

Reaolved,  Tlut  Confrcwttoea  not  po«so0s  th«  power  lo  malce 
road«  or  canals  wUhia  the  reapectlve  States," 

This  resolution  was  introduced  in  1325,  when 
Ibe  Fedeial  party  had  the  ascendency  in  Congress, 
and  in  the  Eexecative  Department,  and  when 
Federalinm  was  making  fearfal  strides  towards 
consolidation,  and  the  establishment  of  Federal 
measures  and  Federal  institutions.  Mr.  Jeffenon, 
ia  a  letter  to  Mr.  C.  W.  Oooch,  says: 

MoNTioiLLO,  January  9ili,  1826. 
Dbar  Sir:  1  haveduly  received  your  favor  of  December  31, 
and  fear  with  you  all  the  evils  which  the  present  lowenng  aa. 
pect  of  our  political  borizoo  so  ominously  portends.  That  at 
some  future  day,  which  1  hopeit  to  be  very  distant,  the  free  prin- 
ciples of  our  Government  might  change  with  the  change  of  ctr- 
cuttiRiances,  was  to  1m  expected.  Butlceruinlydid  not  expect 
(hat  they  would  not  over  hve  the  generation  which  eetabtished 
them,  and  what  Ixlitl  leas  expected  wa.i,  that  mv  favorite  West- 
em  country  was  to  tie  made  the  instrument  of  change.  Ihad 
ever  fondly  cherished  the  interests  ol  that  coantry,  reiving  on 
it  as  a  barrier  afainsl  the  degeneracy  of  public  opinion  from 
our  original  anrffree  principles.  But  the  bait  nf  local  interests 
artfully  prepared  for  their  palates,  has  decoyed  them  from  their 
Itindredauachments  to  alliances  alien  to  them.  Yet,  although 
1  have  little  hope  that  the  torrent  «f  consolidation  can  tw  with- 
stood, I  should  not  1)0  for  giving  up  the  ship  without  efTbrtsto 
save  tier.  Hhe  lived  well  ttirougn  the  first  squall,  and  may  wea- 
ther the  present  one.  Bur,  dear  sir,  I  am  not  the  champion  call- 
ed for  by  the  present  dangers.  •  •  •  •  |  will,  however, 
say  one  word  on  the  eubiect.  The  flouth  Carolina  resolutions 
and  Mr.  Van  Buren's  motion  show  that  other  States  are  coming 
furwanl  on  the  hubjoct,  anil  better  for  any  to  take  the  lead  than 
Virginia.  We  shall  see  what  our  Co  States  propose,  and  tiefore 
the  close  of  the  session  we  may  shape  our  own  course  more  un* 
denilandingly.  THOS.  JEFFERSON. 

In  this  eommnniciilion,  Mr.  Jefferson  writes  ex- 
pressly with  reference  to  the  Federal  schemes  of 
internal  improvement  by  ths  Federal  Qovernmcni, 
as  well  as  the  unconstitutionality  of  providing  the 
means  for  such  purposes.  He  deprecates  the  de- 
lusive baits  held  out  to  the  States,  and  denounces 
the  whole  as  a  departure  from  Republican  princi- 
ples, and  the  purpo~e«  for  which  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment was  established. 

Io  relation  to  a  National  Bank  and  and  an  lu'fe- 
pendent  Treasu'y,  he  5ays  in  a  letter  lo  Albert  Gal- 
la'in— (Jefferson's  works,  vol.  4,  page  12.) 

From  a  p.ipsage  in  the  letter  of  the  Pre-'ideni,  I  observe  an 
jilea  of  establishing  a  branch  bank  of  the  United  i^tstcs  in  New 
Orleans.  This  iri.stimtion  is  one  of  the  most  deadly  hostility 
existing  against  the  principles  and  form  of  our  t^iisiiiution. 
The  nation  is  at  ih's  time  so  stiong  and  united  in  its  nt-iitimenui, 
that  it  cannot  he  taken  at  this  moment.  But  suppose  a  series 
of  untoward  events  should  occur,  sufficient  to  bring  into  doubt 
the  competency  of  a  Republican  Government  to  mi5et  a  crises  of 
great  daii;;cr,  or  touohinge  the  coitfiilence  nf  the  people  in  the 
public  functionarits,  an  in'<iilution  like  this,  penetrating  by  its 
branches  every  part  of  the  Union,  acting  by  command,  anil  in 
phalanx,  may,  in  a  critical  moment,  upset  the  Government.  1 
deem  no  Govcininf^nlpafe  which  is  under  the  vapsalacR  of  any 
seif-consliltited  authorllie«,or  any  other  authority  than  that  oflhe 
nation,  or  its  rezular  fnnctiDnaric?.  What  an  obstruction  rnuld 
not  this  bank  with  all  its  branch  banks  bo  m  time  of  war?  It 
mightilictate  tous  the  pence  we  shotild  nccepfy  or  withdiaw  its 
aids.  Ought  we  then  to  give  furlhei  growth  to  an  inslitntlon 
en  puwerftil,  so  hoslilel  Tiiatit  is  so  hostile  we  know,  fiist  from 
a  bnewteitgeofihd  principles  of  the  persons  com  posing  the  body 
of  directors  in  every  bank,  principal  or  branch,  and  those  of 
most  of  the  stockholders :  second,  from  their  opposition 
to  the  meaanrea  and  principles  of  the  Government,  and  to  the 
eU^ti(>n  of  those  friendly  to  them,  and  3d,  from  the  sentiments 
of  the  newapa;>c"rslhey  suppvirt.  Now.  whilt' we  are  strong, 
it  is  the  greatest  duty  we  owe  to  the  safety  of  our  Constitution 
to  bring  this  powortul  enemy  to  a  perfect  subordination  under 
itaanthontles;  the  first  me.'isure  would  be  lo  reduce  them  to  an 
equal  footing  nnlv  with  other  banks  as  to  the  favors  of  the  Oo. 

vcrnratni,   Oiii  m  «itl«r  to  be  nMe  tv  ineet »  («a«i«l  cwnbiiit- 


tion  of  the  banks  against  us  In  a  critical  emergaacy,  could  we 
not  make  a  beginning  towards  an  independent  use  of  our  own 
money— towards  holding  our  own  bank  in  all  the  depoeitea 
where  itia  received,  and  letting  the  Ireamrer  give  his  draft  or 
note  for  payment  at  any  parUcutar  place,  which,  in  a  well  con- 
ducted Government,  ought  lo  have  as  much  credit  as  any  pti- 
vale  draft,  or  bank  note,  or  bill,  and  wouhl  give  tie  the  same  ft. 
cilitica  which  we  derive  from  the  baoka)  I  pray  tou  io  turn 
this  subjectln  your  mind,  and  give  h  the  beneSi  or  your  know, 
ledge  of  details;  wheieaa  I  hare  oolj  veryfeneialTlewaonib* 
•ubjeci. 

Alfectionate  ealulaiions. 
Washington,  December  13, 1803. 

In  this  communication  Mr.  Jeffenon  speaks  in 
lbs  language  of  prophecy.  He  anticipated  the 
difficulties  which  we  have  witnessed,  and  are 
now  witnesring,  not  only  in  relation  to  banks,  bnt 
of  corporations  in  general.  And  bis  objections 
did  not  more  exist  upon  the  (rounds  of  policy,  than 
upon  the  unconstitutionality  of  all  corpoiations, 
bnt  more  especially  that  of  a  National  Bank.  I 
have  not  lime  lo  refer  lo  all  his  arguments 
against  a  National  Bank;  nor  is  it  necessary.  I 
will,  however,  ask  the  Clerk  loread  one  more  pas- 
sage, which  is  fnnndinhis  Ana.  Jefferson's  Wetks, 
vol.  4,  pages  523-7.    The  Clerk  read. 

I  regret  that  the  length  of  this  expose  will  pre- 
vent me  from  making  it  a  part  of  my  printed  re- 
marks, I  hope  it  will  be  snfficient  to  say  Ihat  it 
is  his  cabinet  opinion  scainst  the  coDs'intionality 
of  a  National  Bask.  His  argument*  are  conclu- 
sive and  irresistible.  I  wish  every  man  ib  this 
Union  could  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  opi- 
nion; be  would  cease  to  be  a  bank  man,  or  leil/vt- 
Ig  violate  the  Coastilntion. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  oppose  to  a  national  debt,  pa- 
per canency,  strckjobbins  interests,  and  assump- 
tion of  States.  He  looked  upon  them  all  as  cor- 
ropting  in  their  tendencies,  and  destructive  in  their 
effects,  both  in  a  private  and  political  sense. 

I  bold  in  my  hand  tb«  "Life  of  Jefferson."  Vol. 
1,  page  388-9,  in  a  conversation  with  General 
Wa.vhinston,  he  says,  among  other  thines: 

"That  the  two  great  comotaints  were,  that  the  national  debt 
was  unnecessarily  increased,  and  that  it  fumiebed  the  means  of 
corrupting  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  as  it  wasootorious 
to  all  ^bat  there  was  a  considerable  squadron  in  both  brancbee 
whose  votes  were  devoted  to  the  paper  atid  stockjobbing  inte- 
rests:  that  on  examining  their  votes  thsy  would  be  found  in  fa- 
vor of  every  Treasury  measure;  and  as  moat  of  those  measuree 
hadbeeo  cairicd  by  small  majorities,  they  had  been  carried  by 
ihoae  very  votes;  mat,  therefore,  it  was  just  cause  of  uneasiness 
when  we  thus  saw  memliers  legislating  for  their  own  interests 
in  opposition  to  those  of  tlie  people.*' 

On  page  355,  spesking  of  the  effect  of  the  rise 
of  bank  and  other  stocks,  produced  by  the  opera- 
tions of  Ibe  United  States  Bank'aad  its  paper  ii>- 
sues,  be  says: 

"This  sudden  influx  of  good  fortune  was  attended  with  its 
usual  abuse;  a  disposition  to  exchange  the  regular  pu nulls  nf 
industry  for  adventurous  trallic  and  whatever  business  held 
out  the  lempistioos  of  a  lottery  " 

&Ir.  Jefferson  tells  Mr.  Qoavemeur  Morris  (same 
page.) 

**Our  public  credit  is  good,  but  the  abundance  of  paper  liaa 
produced  a  spirit  of  ganibling  in  the  funds,  which  has  laid  up 
our  ships  at  the  wharvea,  as  too  slow  instruments  ol  profit,  and 
has  even  disuimed  the  hand  nf  the  tailor  of  his  needle  and 
thimble.  They  say  the  evil  will  cure  iwelf.  I  wish  it  may; 
but  I  have  rarely  seen  a  gamester  curedeven  by  the  disastenof 
his  vocation. 

"  I  he  efiect  of  the  speculations  in  the  funds  on  the  habits  and 
character  ol  the  people,  especially  In  the  rities  and  towns,  was 
greater  than  can  well  be  imagloed  by  one  wbo  was  not  an  eye 
witness." 

One  more  extract,  by  way  of  itlastra<ing  the 
Federal  party  in  1796,  7, 8,  which  I  think  will  su- 
persede any  description  of  them  at  this  time,  ex- 
cept by  comparison.  If  names  are  the  representa- 
tives of  ihincs,  the  terms  "Wlii^"  and  "Jefferson 
Democrats"  are  out  of  joint  and  out  of  time  and 
pl.ce,  when  apflied  to  the  pat'y  opposed  to  the 
Democracy.  Tbif  is  a  letter  which  1  find  in  Ibe 
first  volume  of  Mr.  Jeffenon's  life,  page  518,  ad- 
drestsed  to  Mr  Mazee. 

'The  aspect  of  our  politics  has  -woniterfully  changed  since 
you  left  u^  April  at,  1796.  In  placoof  that  love  of  liberty  and 
republican  government  which  carried  us  triorophanily  through 
the  war,  an  Anglicanmonarcliicalarislocratical  pany  haa 
sprung  up,  whose  avowed  object  it  is  to  draw  over  us  the  sub- 
stance, as  they  have  already  done  the  forme  of  the  British  Go* 
vernmenu  The  main  body  of  our  citizens,  however,  remain 
true  to  their  Republican  principles.  The  whnle  landed  interest 
is  Republican,  and  so  is  the  great  mass  of  talents.  Against  us 
are  the  Executive,  the  Judicmry,  and  two  out  of  three  branches 
of  the  Legtslaiure;  all  the  ollirers  of  the  Government,  all  who 
want  to  lie  officers,  all  timid  men  who  prefer  the  calm  of  de.'po- 
tlsm  to  the  boi.^ierous  sea  of  lib«riy,  British  merchani«,and 
Americans  trading  on  British  capiiallsts,  speculators,  and 
holders  in  tlie  banks  and  public  funds.  A  contrivance  invented 
for  the  purposes  of  corruption,  and  for  assimilating  us  in  all 
things  to  the  rotten,  as  well  as  the  seund  parts  of  the  British 
moikl.  It  would  give  yon  a  fever  were  J  to  name  to  yon  the 
spteMlta  wtio  hatro  f on;  ovar  l«  tbe««  l)«re«t«f>  men  VPO  v<t« 
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Sampaou  in  thefiald,  and  Soloimuu  in  Uifl  cnoodl,  bai  who  hara 
had  thait  haada  ahorn  by  the  harlot  England.  In  ihorl,  we  are 
llkatr  to  praaerra  tba  liberty  wa  hare  obtained,  only  by  tinre- 
iDlmnf  labora and  peril.'  Bat  we  ihall  preaerTaii,  and  our 
maaa  of  weight  and  weallli  on  the  gead  aide  ia  ao  grtat  aa  to 
laare  no  danger  that  foice  will  ever  be  attempted  againat  ua 
Wa  have  only  u>  wake  up  and  anap  the  Lilliputian  corda  with 
-wbich  ihay  liara  been  entangling  us  during  the  fliat  Bleep  which 
aaeeeeded  our  labora." 

How,  Mr.  Chairman,  io  the  modern  Wbif(pri;i> 
eipks  Bcasure  with  the  standards  of  Jcfferion  Demo- 
cracy which  I  have  been  reading.  The  blash  of 
•hmme  sb^otd  mantle  the  face  of  him  «ho  would  call 
himself  a  Jeffersooian  Democrat,  when  at  the  same 
lime  he  tramples  aader  foot  the  principles  and  ad- 
monitions of  that  faihrr  of  Democracy  and  patriot 
of  the  Rerolation.  Did  Thomas  JeSerscn  how 
live,  and  could  he  describe  the  Federal  party  of 
this  day  with  liinng  lips,  their  principles  and  their 
favorite  measnres,  be  woald  fail  to  give  a  better 
description  of  them  than  he  has  in  the  extracts 
which  I  have  read. 

It  is  dne  to  the  memory  of  Alexander  Hamilton, 
the  elder  Adims,  and  the  oiher  leaders  of  the  Fe- 
dfral  party  of  '98,  ihti  their  political  names  shoald 
\>e  preserved  by  those  who  make  ihtir  principles 
their  role  of  faiih.  It  is  dae  to  iheii  memories  that 
those  who  practife  the  doctrines  of  th«ir  Ecbool, 
shoald  maintain  the  nam;  that  represents  their 
doctrines.  Federalists  should  be  called  Federal- 
ists. Every  thing  has  a  name,  and  every  ihing 
»hoald  be  called  by  its  name.  The  modern  Whig 
who  calls  himself  a  JelTerson  Democrat,  defames 
and  slanders  the  name  and  memory  t.f  Thomas 
Jefferson,  and  is  guilty  of  moral  depravity  and 
falsehood. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Tbompson,]  in  the  commencement  of  his  speech, 
asserted  that  this  Administiation,  from  its  com- 
mencement to  this  time,  had  declared  and  kept 
npa  war  of  (Xtermioatioa  against  the  credit  and 
commerce  of  this  country,  and  that  one  blow  bad 
saoreeded-anotber  until  the  best  prospects  of  the 
eoantry  have  been  prostrated. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  as- 
serted that  the  extra  session  (1837)  was  called  to 
carry  out  ihe  Independent  Treasury  scheme.  • 

Every  Federalist  who  has  spoken  has  asserted 
that  it  is  the  wiiherine  effect  of  ibe  Independent 
Treasury  that  has  blighted  and  prosuaed  the 
eoantry. 

All  those  charges  in  their  turn;  but  to  answer 
them  it  will  be  necessary  to  go  inlu  the  history  of 
banking  and  the  ladependent  Treasury,  so  far  as 
the  Oovemment  is  or  has  been  coocf  roed  or  con- 
nected therewith.  Be  the  Independent  Treasury 
good  or  bad  policy,  Mr.  Van  Borm  is  not  its  au- 
thor. His  credit  consists  in  recommending  its  re- 
vival by  law,  not  in  its  invention.  That  system 
has  its  root  in  the  Constitution.  The  framers  of 
the  Constitution  are  the  authors  cf  it,  and  when 
gentlemen  are  denouncing  it  as  a  corrupt  measure, 
and  its  author  as  an  ambitions  atpirant  af:er  power, 
the)r  arc  treading  upon  sacred  grcand;  it  is  the  me- 
mories of  the  Revolatiooary  pauiots  that  they  are' 
denouncing  and  slandering. 

Tbe  patriote  of  the  Revolution  were  the  framers 
of  (he  Constitution;  and  the  Constilulioa  expressly 
provides  that  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  except  by  appropriations  made  by  law. 
What  did  the  framers  mean  when  they  said  that 
no  money  should  be  drawn  from  the  Treantrt? 
Did  they  not  mean  that  there  should  be  a  Trtamry, 
and  that  ihe  putlc  money  should  be  kept  in  the 
Triatury;  and  that  it  ^hould  be  drawn  out  only  as 
autborzed  by  law.  What  did  the  Iramersoftbe 
Constitution  mean  when  they  provided  that  no- 
thing ihoold  constitute  a  lawful  tender  in  the  pay- 
ment of  a  debt  but  gold  or  silvtfr7  Did  tbey  ntt 
intend  that  gold  and  silver  should  constitute  t  ur 
national  currency;  and  ibai  the  money  which 
should  be  phced  in  tre  National  Treasury  should 
he  gold  and  silveri  Now,  ^i^  what  is  the  Indepen- 
dent Treasury  measure,  and  what  its  obj-cil  It  is 
that  the  public  money  shall  be  collected  in  gold 
and  silver  and  kept  in  the  National  Treasury,  and 
paid  out  for  public  purposes  as  appropriations  by 
law  may  direct.  That  is  the  lengih  and  breath, 
the  depth  and  height  of  the  Independent  Trea- 
sury. The  patriois  of  the  Revalulion,  and  the 
Cramers  of  the  Constitution,  weie  (or  many  of 
•hem)  the  members  of  Congrcas  in  1789.    That 


OoDgreas  passed  a  law  making  it  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  collect 
the  public  revenue  in  gold  or  silver,  and  making  it 
his  duty  to  keep  safe  the  public  revenue.  They 
also  prescribed  the  manner  and  mode  by  which  it 
should  be  kept  safe  until  it  should  be  paid  out  as 
appropriations  by  law  should  direct.  So  we  find 
tbe  Independent  Treasury  founded  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  practically  established  by  the  Congren  «f 
1789,  long  before  Mr.  Van  Buren  bad  an  official 
exitlence.  When  the  Bank  of  the  Uoi'ed  States 
was  esublished,  in  1792,  by  a  Federal  Congress,  on 
the  recommendation  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  and 
against  the  wish  and  efforts  of  the  entire  Demo- 
cracy in  and  out  of  Congress,  th«  public  depc- 
sites  were  made  in  that  Bank.  That  was  the  fir^t 
innovation  upon  tbe  Independent  Treasury  ptinci- 
ple.  That  was  the  operation  by  which  a  union  of 
Bank  and  Stale  was  effected — and  a  most  unhappy 
and  uarortnnate  one  it  «as.  As  Mr.  Jefferson 
says,  that  union  continued  until  the  Bank  expired  by 
the  limitation  of  its  charter,  which  was  in  1811. 
Between  that  time  and  1816,  I  believe,  the  State 
banks  were  us«d  in  some  instances  as  tJepositories 
of  Ibe  public  revenue.  And  an  unfortunate  con- 
nection ihat.was,  tor;  for,  according  to  a  report  cf 
tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  Ihe  House, 
In  1830,  the  Government  lost  about  thirtv-four  mil- 
liont  between  the  years  cf  1814  and  1817.  Bat  ia 
1816  the  late  United  States  Bank  was  incorporated 
By  a  resolution  of  Congress,  it  was  made  Ihe  dnty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  deposits  the 
revenue  ef  Ihe  Government  in  that  Bank  and  its 
branches,  and  to  receive  its  notes  and  tbe  notes  of 
its  branches  in  liquidation  of  Ihe  Government  re- 
venue; ihos  giving  it  the  use  cf  all  the  undrawn 
balances  of  ibe  people'j  money,  and  a  credit  to  its 
notes  far  and  wide  as  tbe  Union,  and  far  and  wide 
as  the  credit  of  the  American  Govrroment.  I  be- 
lieve tbe  average  amount,  at  all  times  on  hand,  of 
undrawn  balances,  from  1816  ontil  1834,  the  time 
when  the  depoailes  were  removed,  was  near  eight 
millions  of  dollars.  All  this  the  Bank  had  the  use 
of  for  the  pitifal  bonus  of  $1,500,000.  forthe  whole 
.  time — a  sum  insufficient  a>i  a  bonus  for  the  use  of 
tbe  Government  credit  and  revenue  fo**  one  year. 
And  yet,  notwithstanding  all  these,  that  Bank  came 
near  breakiog  in  less  than  two  years  after  its  esta- 
blishment. Nothing  but  tbe  timely  interference  of 
the  Government  saved  it  from  bankruptcy  and  ruin. 
It  brought  more  pecuniary  ruin  and  distre;*  on  this 
country  and  this  peop'e  than  all  Ibe  calamities 
wbich  have  afflicted  us  either  by  our  own  folly  or 
the  visita'ions  of  Providence,  not  even  tlie  cholera 
excepted.  I  sp'ak  of  the  pecuniary  and  commer- 
cial calamities  of  1818,  M9,  '20,  and  21. 

But  to  progreM  with  the  Independent  Treasury 
system.  In  1^34,  General  Jackson  recommended 
the  public  deposif  s  to  be  removed  from  the  Bank 
of  Ihe  United  Stales,  and  branches,  and  made 
in  Ibe  local  banks.  That  wss  done,  not  be- 
cause the  local  banks  were  favorite  institutions 
with  Gen.  Jackson  or  hl<  supporters,  but  because 
tbe  American  people  had  put  their  veto  on  the 
United  States  Bank.  They  had  said,  through  the 
ballot  boxes,  that  it  should  not  be  reehartered;  but 
because  the  commercial  -and  trading  community 
weie  in  the  use  of  Ibe  public  depositee,  and  it 
would  have  produced  embarracim^nt  to  Fuddenly 
have  withdrawn  them,  Congrrss,  in  1836,  passed 
the  deposite  act,  c»nfirinini!  and  approving  the  or- 
der which  tbe  President  had  taken  on  the  deposites. 
By  that  act,  tbe  Secretary,  of  the  Treasury  was  re- 
quired to  thake  deposite  of  ihe  public  revende  in  the 
specie  paying  bank.s,  and  to  receive  Ibe  notes  of 
tnob  banks  in  discharge  of  the  public  revenue. 
Thereby  tbe  Ircal  b.iuks,  which  were  selected  as 
deposituries,  enjoyed  the  same  advantages  wbich 
the  United  Stales  Bank  and  branches  bad;  and  all 
tbe  banks  were  benefited  that  bad  ihe  name  of  pay. 
ins;  specie  for  their  note*;  for  the  fact  that  iht'ir 
notes  were  received  in  payment  of  the  revenue, 
gave  them  a  credit  and  a  cireulatton  coextensive 
and  wide  as  Ibe  Union.  What  was  Ihe  result  of 
the  deposite  connection  with  tbe  local  banks?  Pre- 
cisely what  it  had  been  with  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Stales  and  its  branches — overbanking,  over- 
trading, ctccbjobbing,  and  universal  panic,  dis- 
tresa,  ruin,   and    «    prostration    of    commerce 


and  ctedit.  Now  be  it  remembeied  that  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  installed  igto  office  on  Ihe  4d>of  Maick, 
1837,  and  on  the  10. h  of  May,  in  that  year,  Ihe 
banks  sospended  pajrmeni;  just  one  month  sad  six 
days  after  he  came  into  office.  Before  Mr.  Ym 
Buren  performed  the  first  offisial  act  of  a  finaaeial 
or  general  chsraeler,  all  the  calamity  which  ws 
have  heard  so  frequently  and  so  palheiieaUy  teeiied, 
was  brought  apon  the  conntry  by  tbe  ae>i(«  of  Iha 
banks,  withoat  the  agency  of  Mr.  Van  Boren  er 
his  administration,  or  the  lime  or  the  power  to 
cintrol  the  banks.  How  do  these  facts  bmAws 
with  the  broad  charge  of  the  gentlemvn  from  Soatk 
Carolina,  viz:  thai  "this  Administration,  from  the 
first  day  of  its  existence  to  this  time,  declared,  and 
his  kept  up,  a  war  of  extermination  against  Ik 
credit  and  commerce  of  the  cotmliy."  When  lUi 
Administration  came  into  power,  we  owed  a  tarn- 
mercial  debt  of  upwards  of  sixty  millions  of  dot- 
lars.  Commerce  was  suspended,  and  credit  wma 
destroyed.  The  banks  had  suspended,  aod  llu 
Treasury  was  without  an  availaUe  dollar.  And  wiMt 
has  been  the  result)  Why,  under  this  AdminiKra)- 
lion,  oor  commercial  debt  has  been  paid — eeaa- 
merce  has  revived — credit  is  fast  restoring— aad 
the  banks  have  resumed  payment.  The  gentleman  is 
Welcome  to  all  the  credit  he  may  gain  with  tke  ea»- 
did,  honest  and  intelligent  part  of  the  comnaaiij 
by  such  charges. 

What  was  the  condition  of  the  eoantry  and  the 
Government  when  the  banks  saspeoded  apeeia 
paymenlst  A  credile  system  had  bieen  introdsaed 
by  the  bank  and  deposite  system,  by  which  alasoet 
all  who  traded,  and  all  who  bought  and  aoU, 
traded,  bought,  and  sol  1  on  credit.  The  Ch>ni» 
ment  revenue  was  in  tbe  banks.  I  ask,  then,  what 
was  Ihe  condition  of  Ibe  oonntry  aad  Ihe  Govetk- 
mentl  The  people  were  all  indebted  to  each 
other,  and  hardly  a  constitational  dollar  to  pay  • 
debt  with.  The  debtor  was  at  .the  mercy  of  bis 
creditor,  to  be  dealt  with  as  his  avarioe  m^  ii^ 
late.  The  people's  pockits  were  filled  with  the 
ragged  promises  of  the  banks,  and  the  gold  and 
silver  of  Ihe  country  looked  np  in  their  vanUa. 
But  what  was  the  condition  of  yoor  Gorerameait 
When  the  banks  suspended,  I  say  the  Oovera- 
mrnt  revenue  was  in  their  possession.  Your  Otm- 
veronent  was  without  a  dollar.  Your  Fedstal 
jadiciary  was  spread  over  the  Union  dispensiBg 
justice  with  not  a  dollar  to  pay  them  with.  Your 
army  was  spread  along  your  frontier  defoading 
vnar  country,  and  not  a  dollar  to  sustain  it  with. 
Your  foreign  ministry  were  represeniiog  yon  in 
every  civ  lized  court  known,  and  iMit  a  dollar  Is 
pay  them  with.  Your  navy  was  displaying 
her  eaavaas  upon  every  sea,  every  bay, 
and  every  ocean  where  you  had  coauneees 
lo  defend,  and  not  a  dollar  to  soppoct  her  with. 
Not  a  dollar  with  which  to  pay  yonr  Eiecntive  offi- 
cers in  tbe  various  Departmenls  here  or  elaewbete, 
commerce  at  tbe  time  suspended,  and  the  chasneh 
of  revenue  stoppe-l.  What  was  to  be  dooet  What 
was  left  for  the  Executive  to  dot  Why,  jnst  what 
be  did  do.  He  called  Congress  logcther,  to  devit« 
ways  and  means  by  which  the  Govcmmeat  ahoold 
continue  to  perform  its  fnnclions,  or,  to  ose  a  com- 
mon phrase,  "to  ftimiah  Treasury  oil  for  ihs 
wheels  of  Government"  That  meeting  ofCo** 
grest  was  the  extra  session.  I  adi  the  eandid  aad 
the  honest  man  how  it  could  have  been  aroidedl 
Ann  yet  Ibe  gentleman  from  Tennesiec  [Mr.  Baix] 
boldly  asserts  here,  and  to  Ibe  country,  'that  the 
extra  session  was  called  to  carry  out  tiie  ladepen- 
ieoX  Treasury  scheme."  Sueh  an  assertion  will  be 
rewardel  with  the  contempt  and  derision  of  evoy 
honest  man,  when  the  history  of  this  Adminisir*- 
lion  shall  be  fairly  presented  lo  the  eoantry. 

The  Independent  Treasury  system  was  revived 
by  the  act  of  bank  suspension,  and  brought  into  fall 
force,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  1789,  and  as  pro- 
vided for  by  the  Constitution.  The  deposite  act  of 
1836,  under  which  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasocy 
acted,  in  making  tbe  local  banks  fiseal  agents  of 
Ihe  Government,  required  tbe  Seeretary  to  depoMie 
Ihe  public  revenue  in  specie-payiog  baaks;  bat 
when  tbe  banks  suspended  spede  payaaeiris, 
there  were  no  "specie-paying  banks"  in  whioh 
he  could  make  dcpoeiies.  He  was  thoefoos 
driven  (o  the  dnty  of  keeping  safe  Ihe  pabUa 


Jan.  1841. 


APtfitTDiX  To  THfi  CONORteSIONAt  GtOfiE. 


iSt 


26th  Cono....2nd  Sxss. 


Treasury  Note  Sill — Mr.  Duncan. 


H.  of  Reps. 


noneysai  the  set  of  1789  provided  (if  thrre  was  aojr 
lokerpsafe)  The  deposiie  act  of  1836  also  re- 
]aired  tbe  Seeretary  to  collect  the  revenoe  in  (he 
nous  of  specie  paying  bankr;  but  when  the  banks 
jospeoded  specie  pa)  ments  there  were  no  "specie 
Mjring  bankv;"  the  Secretary  was  therefore  compel- 
led to  collect  the  revenoe  in  gold  and  silrer  as  the 
let  of  1789  rtqnired.  So  we  see  lb«  whole  policy, 
lod  all  the  principles  of  the  Independent  Tieisary 
ivere  rerived  by  (he  act  of  the  banks,  which  is  to 
iollect  the  Qovernment  revenne  in  the  currency 
)rovided  forby  th»  ConsiitntioD,  and  to  keep  safe 
he  public  moneys  until  appropriations  by  law  ^haU 
lisborse  them. 

But  what  trn'h  is  there  in  (be  assertion  made 
lere  by  every  Federalist  that  speaks:  "That  it  is 
h*  withering  effect  of  tbe  Independent  Tria-iuty 
hat  has  prostrated  the  credit,  the  energiej>,  and  tbe 
»mmere;  of  the  coantrj?"  Let  (he  disasters  of 
Hay,  1837,  answer.  When  the  banks  were  in  pns- 
cssion  cf  ihe  poblic  rrvenae,  and  were  in  its  asily 
ise,  and  when  postessed  of  the  credit,  ihe  vast  aad 
inlimited  credi(  of  the  Federal  Governmeoi,  ihey 
»nld  not  maintain  ihrmselves — ibey  sntpeided, 
ind  (hereby  broogbtirpon  (be  country  all  (he  disAt- 
*n  and  calaini(ie8  of  which  gentlemen  sing  so 
Mteonsly.  So  far  from  tbe  Independent  Trea^nty 
)aTalyz(Dg  (he  energies  of  (be  country,  onder  ihit 
lystem,  I  repeat,  ibat  the  country  has  been  reliered 
rom  the  embarrassments  which  never  would  hare 
ixisted  bad  the  Independent  Treasury  been  in  force. 

But  it  is  now  time  for  me  (o  illustrate  the  opera- 
ions  by  which  the  nnion  of  tbe  Qovernmeiit  with 
he  banks  produced  tbe  pecuniary  and  commer- 
:ial  embarrassments  (hat  hare  periodically  afflicted 
be  people  of  this  country.  Ooe  ol  the  condiiions 
>f  that  union  has  been  tbe  ns«  of  the  public  money 

0  bank  upon,  and  (he  credit  of  (he  Federal  Go- 
reinment  to  (he  amottn(  of  (he  revenue  giveo  to 
he  paper  promises  of  the  banks.  The  basks  d;s- 
«ttQted  upon  the  public  depoFiics,  as  did  (hey  on 
leneral  dero.ites  made  by  individuals,  as  well  as 
•n  the  capital  paid  in.  Tna(  made  paper  "money 
iknly/'and  its  recrp(irn  in  the  [collection  of  tbete- 
renae  gave  any  qnaniity  of  it  which  was  is-ued  cre- 
lit,witbont  doubt.or  limit,  and  individual  credit  ran 
>mi paitu  with  (be  quantiiy  of  paper' r.nrrency. 
lank  paper  and  credit  were  more  abundant  (ban 
be  commerce  and  prodac(s  of  (be  country  te- 
[aired. 

The  facility  with  which  credit  and  bank  piper 
ras  obtaine*],  encouraged  a  wild  rage  for  specula- 
ion  among  individaals,  as  we'l  as  a  «ild  rage  for 
Keroal  improvemRnts  by  the  Stales.    Speculating 

1  trade,  an d  gambling  in  Sate  and  bauk  stucks 
lere  the  orders  o(  (be  day.  A  general  sys(em  of 
lander  and  spoils,  ez(ravagance  and  div-'ip^ajn, 
gpplanted  indujtr},  economy,  and  sobriety.  It 
ras  all  a  system  o(  plunder,  and  every  mxn,  not 
overned  by  better  motive?,  put  in  for  a  share  of 
:,  and  da&hed  headlong  like  the  rccklens  adventa- 
er,  regardless  cf  consequences  or  "(be  day  of  set- 
lement." 

Sach  was  (he  almost  oniversal  rash  into  trade 
ind  speculation,  stockjobbing,  ard  banking,  that  in 
lie  language  of  Thomas  JelTerson,  the  tailor  was 
isarmed 'of  bis  needle  and  thimble;"  the  anvil 
ras  deser(ed,  the  plane  and  ihe  hammrr  drcppcd 
rom  tbe  carpenter's  band,  ibe  shuttle  Ceased  (o 
!y,  and  the  "plough  was  lea  to  rust  in  (he  half 
inished  furrow." 

The  redundancy  of  paper  money  raised  (be  price 
f  produce  so  far  above  its  io,irin«ic  value,  that  it 
roald  not  bear  ezporiaiion  to  foreign  markets 
'here  prodnee  bore  a  price  correspondnt  (viili  a 
ound  and  uniform  cnrreoey.    It  would  not  sell  in 

loreign  market  for  what  it  cost  tbe  trader  here. 
Lgain,  (he  quantity  of  produce  of  (he  country  was 
iminishfd,  in  concequence  of  the  buotlreds  of 
lionsand^  of  producers  who  w^re  -  withdrawn 
rom  (be  productive  pursuits  of  life  to  be- 
ome  speculators;  and  the  price  of  prou'uce  was 
aised  suit  hieher  above  its  value  by  competition 
«(ween  (he  individuals  composing  the  swarms  of 
peealators,  so  (bat  your  produce  was  diminithed  in  < 
U'tntity,  until  you  bad  ba(  little  to  export,  and 
rbatyou  bad,  I  lay  would  not  bear  exportation. 
^batwas  (be  cunsequencel  Why,  expor(atioiis 
I  a  neuMN  ceaMd.    Imporlatioiu  vent  on.  Tbe 


Atlantic  was  whitened  wiih  (be  sails  of  importing 
vessels,  bu'  cxportiag  vessets  were  few  and  far  be- 
tween. What  was  (he  elTect  of  all  (his?  It  was 
to  turn  the  balance  of  trade  avainst  us.  What 
farihei?  It  wa?  to  bring  upon  us  a  commercial  debt 
of  I  believe  over  riziy  millions  of  dollar>;aDd  the 
time  arrived  In  ibe  coarse  of  trade,  when  that  debt 
must  be  paid;  and  bow  was  it  to  be  paid?  You  had 
no  produce  or  articles  of  commerce  with  which  to 
pay  it;  or  if  you  had,  they  bore  so  high  apric:  that 
they  would  not  bear  exportation;  but  ihe  debt  must 
be  paid.  Again,  what  had  yon  to  pay  it  wi'b.  Your 
ragged  bank  promises  would  not  pay  it.  As  I  have 
said  at  other  times  and  places,  yon  could  not  get  a 
dinner  or  a  drink  of  grog  in  a  hot  day  with  a  com- 
mon basket  of  sach  rags  in  a  foreign  country. 
How  (hen  was  (be  debt  to  be  paid?  It  was  id  be 
paid  in  that  which  all  nations  regard  as  the  only 
legitimate  and  natural  currency  ever  known  s.inee 
'Joseph  was  sold  (o  the  I~hmaelites-fortwenty  pieces 
of  atlrer.  That  was  the  currency,  or  what  is  is 
equivalent,  and  what  tbe  modern  Whis;s  deriJIng 
and  sneeringly  call  the  "Tom  Benton  Aumftiig-,"  I 
mean  the  yellow  boys.  The  gold  and  silver  was 
all  that  you  coald  pay  that  debt  wi'h.  So  tbe 
foreign  manafacmrer,  capitalist,  and  merchant, 
called  upon  ibe  importing  Inercbant  for  gold  and 
silver;  the  imponir.g  merchant  called  upon  tbe 
wholesale  seaport  merchant  (o  whom  be  bad  sold 
on  credit,  (for  all  this  was  (he  resuh  of  (be  glorious 
credit  sysiem,)  for  gold  and  silver;  and  tbe  whole- 
sale seaport  merchant  called  upon  the  country  re- 
tail mercban(ror  cold  and  silver;  and  (he  country 
re(ail  merchant  called  npon  bis  cnstoiTi(r.s,  (hs 
people,  for  gold  and  silver;  and  the  people  gaheted 
together  their  lazaroni  ra;  bank  promises  and 
called  upon  the  br.nks  for  gold  and  silver;  and  (he 
banks,  noxble  (o  sond  (he  shock,  shot  down 
their  (rap-doors,  and  that  was  the  suspenrion 
of  specie  payments.  *  This,  sir,  describes  lb"  circle 
of  the  bznk  and  credit  operations  which  brought 
all  the  distress  we  have  expsrieoced  in  1837  and 
since.  It  results  from  the  same  operations  which 
produced  the  distress  and  ruin  of  1818,  1819,  and 
1820.  It  is  a  principle  in  politics  and  government, 
as  well  as  in  logic,  philosophy,  and  ethics,  that  like 
canses  produce  like  effects;  and  whenever  the  In- 
dependent Tieasnry  is  repealed  and  tbe  Govern- 
ment and  banks  united,  the  deposites  pat  into  the 
banks  to  bark  npon,  and  their  notes  recr ived  in 
liquidation  of  the  Government  revenue,  I  care 
not  wheth-r  the  ur.ion  be  with  the  local  banks  or  a 
National  Bank  and  branches,  the  result  will  be  the 
same  as  it  has  bern;  for,  in  Usstban  twojears 
from  the  commencement  of  such  a  anion  and  soch 
a  nie  of  the  public  money,  wi*  will  have  another 
bank  bubble  ezplosi'^n,  and  all  the  pecuniary  sfflic* 
(ions  and  commercial  disasters  which  we  have  here- 
tofore experienced.  The  Federal  party  piomLvd 
relief  to  ih»  people,  if  (hey  would  elumge  the  Ad- 
ministration. If  that  relief  is  to  be  atempted  by 
repealing  the  Indep-ndeiit  Tieanry,  and  nnaking 
banks  the  fiscal  agen(s  of  the  Government,  and 
theieby  make  paper  currency  plenty  by  banking 
npon  the  revenue,  I  won'd  like  to  b»Te  i(  in  my 
power  to  admonish  every  Democrat  in  th's  Union, 
in  peals  loader  (ban  thunder,  to  be  on  the  look  sat 
for  the  day  of  evil.  I  would  admonish  him  (o 
avoid  (he  snare  and  tbe  mire  which  will  entargie 
and  swamp  lhoa:^ands  in  irretrievable  disaster  and 
ruin. 

I  would  advise  him,  too,  if  he<hall  be  compelled 
to  (ake  for  his  labor  and  his  hocest  products  the  rag 
promises  of  (he  banka,  not  to  let  the  .sacred  day  of 
res(  pass  over  without  converting  tliem  into  ca.sh,  if 
the  rpeed  of  a  race  horse  will  carry  bini  to  the 
couBter  on  Saturday  evening,  where  promise  of  re- 
demption is  to  be  found.  A  Democratic  Adminis- 
tration has  been  overthrown  by  A'r>>igo  and  domes- 
tic banking  and  stock-jobbing  influence*,  but  if 
every  Democrat  is  true  to  himself  and  his  princi- 
ples, every  bank  in  the  United  Stn'escan  be  wound 
up  in  six  months,  and  ibe  Federal  Administration 
overrhrowo,  for  it  bas  no  foandation  but  fraud, 
falsehood,  and  rctien  borough  corporations  to  stand 
upon.  Such  an  Admini.'^traiion,  composed  of  such 
factions,  bound  t:  gather  by  no  ties  but  hostility  to 
Democratic  principles,  and  at  (bis  moment  wratig- 
ling  with  each  other,  and  threatening  a  blow  up, 


befon.  (hey  have  come  (ogetber,  cannot  stand;  it 
will  crumble,  and  mingle  w((h  tbe  rottenness  upon 
which  it  stands.  Firmni»s  to  your  principles,  and 
union  of  yoar  party.  Democrats,  is  all  that  is  want- 
ing to  restore  the  Government,  your  party,  and  our 
free  institutions.    Fear  not — be  firm. 

I  repeat,  that  this  Administration  bas  been  over- 
(brown  on  no  principle.  The  Fe.^eral  party  enme 
in(o  power  opon  no  principle  or  pledge  of  meastues. 
They  came  into  power  ringing 

■nipptcanoa  and  Tyler  loo." 

And  now,  iir,  as  1  before  said,  ibey  are  flocking 
from  (be  bead  waters  of  "Salt  river,"  as  poor  and 
cadaverons  as  if  they  had  lived  on  locusts  and  coon 
skins  during  (be  forty  years  of  their  poliucal  ba- 
nishment. The  motley  groups  of  spoils  banters 
who  are  now  besetting  this  city  remind  one  of  the  re- 
turn of  the  Persian  troops  from  the  Scythian  expe- 
dition, whom  hollow  hanger  and  pelting  storms 
bad  deprived  of  the  oonntenanoc  and  walk  of  men. 
Why,  sir,  when  the  gathering  shall  be  complete, 
there  will  be  two  tbonsand  for  every  office  (hern 
will  be  to  fill,  after  ev<>ry  Democrat  is  rammed. 
Ex'ery  applicant  will  dem»nd  spoils.  Everyman 
will  hav«  made  himself  pour  and  bankrupt  by  bis 
ezpendiiures  in  overtbrowing  this  "wicked  and  pro- 
fligate Administration  I"  Every  iban,  loo,  will 
have  a  wife  and  nine  small,  bangry,  ragged  ehtU 
dreii,  and  one  at  Ihe  breast.  Sir,  feeling  myself  an- 
able  to  give  a  satiable  and  proper  description  cf  ibis 
lazironi  gathering  in  prote,  I  called  npon  my  poei, 
as  usual  in  such  eases,  and  be  bas  furnished  .  me 
with: 

THE  GATHERING,  MARCH  4lh,  1841. 
With  croolii'd  rliia  and  jnuiiig  hMl, 

Comes  cringin£  Aboliiion, 
Wiih  blue  light  Pe'lertiliet,  botn  to  p«al 

Tlie^glories  of  sedition. 
The  paper  kins,  and  all  bis  spawn. 

The  Hoap-juclcs  and  ilie  dandies. 
The  pipe  men  and  the  men  orithawn. 

Stockjobbers  and  ih«gnindecfl, 
Andtariir  men,  who  strive  to  get 

A  duly  for  protection, 
To  pay  their  pockets  back  tlie  debt 

Occasioned  by  eUction. 
A  noble  band,  that  hand  in  hand. 

Have  pipeilin  many  places; 
Around  the  dreadful  hero'  stand. 

But  ftcare  him  with  their  faces. 
And  while  they  chant  his  simple  lay, 

They  hold  Uieir  ready  dithes, 
For  seven  principles  hare  they; 

Five  loaves  and  two  small  fishea  ! 
My  poet  has  done  jusdce,  in  his  description  of 
the  hungry  pilgrims  of  'Salt  river."    I  have  raid 
the  Federalisrs  came  into  power  singing, 
"What  baa  caused  this  great  commotion, 
Motion,  motion. 

Our  country  tJiroughl 
It  uthe  ball  a  rolling  on 

For  Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too." 

Tnry  will  go  cui  of  power  on  Ibe  4(b  of  March, 
1845,  s.nging  a  different  tUfC,  (o  a  different  song. 

My  poet,  who  you  vee  is  admirable  at  description 
says  ttiey  will  take  up  Ihsir  line  of  marrh  for  the 
head  waters  of  "S,\U  liver,"  to  tbe  tune  of  "Row 
brothers,  row,"  and  (he  song  of,  ' 

With  brolten  hsarta  our  Federal  band* 

In  eliallops  move  lo  barren  sands, 

Boonasthe  iVrstemwar  growsdim 

WeMteing  at  St.  Jama  our  parting  hymn. 
How,  brothen^  ruw,  the  stream  runs  fast. 
Salt  liver  is  near  and  our  glory 's  past. 

Steady !  our  shallop  will  run  aground; 

Hoarsely  the  ripple  is  heard  around. 

Listen!  oui  fuglemen  raise  a  sohg. 

And  the  burden  Is  "Joecy,  oh  Jim  along," 
Row,  brothers,  row,  the  stream  runs  faat. 
Clay,  Webster  and  Tip  are  veto'd  at  last 

Money  is  gone,  and  our  bills  are  due. 

Credit,  di-ar  credit,  where  are  youl 

Loafers  anil  pipers  no  m<ne  we'll  dine 

On  bacon  boiled  in  Champagne  wine. 
Row,  brothers,  row,  the  i tr,  am  runs  fast. 
Corn  bread  and  hard  ciiler  are  all  oor  repast! 

Swiftly  we  near  the  arid  shore, 

Pufllng  and  tugging  the  heavy  oar; 

Sadly  we  sit  on  our  threadbare  clg(h. 

Fishing  for  meat  in  our  coonekin  broth- 
Row,  broihers,  row,  the  stream  runs  fast, 
Tbe  humbug  of  log  cabin  is  all  gone  past. 

Merry  we've  been  in  days  gone  by — 

Pleasure  bas  beamed  Irom  our  lordiy  eye; 

But  thankless  are  ihey  o'er  whom  we've  riUeil, 

We've  been  shipp'd  of  by  ibose  we're  fool'd. 
Rest,  brothers,  rest,  the  distance  is  past, 
Salt  river  ia  gained,  anU  our  shallop 'a  la 

Uere,  where  the  carrion  crow  ne'er  Hiea, 

Whore  want  grows  pi)or  and  famine  dies,) 

We'll  eat  our  shadows^  and  blow  away, 

Like  mists  that  hang  on  thi-  monntsin  gray. 
Die,  brothers,  die,  our  day  Is  past. 
Salt  river  will  murmur  vur  dlr|«  at 
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Mr.  Cbairaan,  the  Democraer  have  been  charg- 
ed with  attempUng  to  destroy  the  bank;,  aad  over- 
throw credit.  That  charge  is  withoat  the  least  foan- 
dation  in  truth.  ■  I  defy  any  man  to  point  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Democr/icy,  which  will  justify  snch  a 
charge.  Trae,  the  Democracy  regret  that  the  bank- 
ing system,  on  its  present  plan,  was  ever  intro- 
dnced;  and  there  u  no  man,  who  is  not  a  bank 
knave  or  a  bank  vassal,  who  makes  himself  ac- 
qnaintcd  with  the  bank  statistics  cf  this  conntry, 
and  the  stopendoos  frauds  which  the  banks  have 
practised  npon  the  Qovemment  and  the  people, 
who  will  not  regret  that  there  ever  wis  a  Bank  es- 
tablished in  the  country.  Bat  the  evil  is  here;  and 
it  has  interwoven  itself  with  onr  iostitntions,  com- 
merce, and  credit,  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  De- 
mocracy are  compelled  to  look  npon  it  for  the  pre- 
wnt  as  a  necessary  evil,  and  to  content  themselves 
with  attempts  to  reform  iu  I  have  been  engaged 
for  some  time  examining  bank  documents  and  bank 
statislica  with  laborious  attention;  and  here  is  the 
R!alt  of  my  laboi^  in  a  table,  on  ibis  small  piece  of 
paper.  Here  is  a  table,  disclosing,  in  a  compressed 
manner,  the  frauds,  and  public  and  private  loves 
by  banks,  that  mast  astonUh  all  who  may  read  it. 
I  have  the  documents  and  statistics  which  prove 
every  wnrd  of  it.  I  have  stated  that  the  Ccmmit- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  Hnn^e  of  Repre- 
sentatives reported,  April  13ih,  1830,  the  Qovem- 
ment to  have  lost  by  the  local  bank.«,  betwe:n 
1814  and  1817,  t34,000,000  or  |35,000  000. 

That  report  w>as  made  by  a  committee,  a  majori- 
ty of  which  was  in  faror  of  ih«  recharier  of  ih« 
Bank  of  the  ITniied  Stairs,  and  was  intended  lo  il- 
lustrate the  necestity  of  recharlering  thai  institu- 
tion. It  is  a  Federal  expos?,  and  ought  to  be  good 
against  that  party  and  the  banlis,  but  I  believe  it  is 
an  exaggerated  estimate,  and  as  it  \i  truth  I  was 
alter  in  my  research,  I  have  not  relied  on  it. 

Now  for  my  table.  H«re  il  is.  It  is  short,  and 
consists  in  generals  and  round  nambers  not  in  de- 
tails and  fractions.  The  number  of  bank  failures 
in  this  country  since  1789,  is  about  four  hundred. 
The  los<:e8  by  and  ibrough  banks  that  have  failed 
since  1789,  on  their  capital,  circulation,  deposi'es, 
and  bank  balances,  are  about  •  f80,O0O,OOO 

IjOSSts  on  depreciaiion  of  bank  notes 

on  banks  which  have  from  time  lo 

lime  suspended  specie  payments  .  100.000,000 
I  find  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury,  Doe.  Mo.  10,  made  lo 

the  House  last  session  inconfoimiiy 

with  a  call  for  that  purpose,  that  the 

G  vernment  lost  hy  the  banks,  be- 
tween 1814  and  1817,  in  principal .      8,000,000 
In'eresl  from  that  lime  to  thi»  .      8,000,000 

Losses  on  deposius{in  banks,  and  ha- 

lane  s  due  from  banks  which  have 

suspended,  about    .  .  .    50,000,000 

These  last  tosses  were  effected  by  the 
reception  of  depreciated  paper  from 
banks  which  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments, in  heu  of  gold  and  silver,  or  its 
equival-'ur,  which  had  been  deposited; 
for  it  is  a  part  of  the  system  of  bank 
auspenfioDs  to  pay  nothing  bat  tank 
notes  on  deposites,  however  depre- 
ciated they  may  be. 
Loss  to  the  Government  in  expenses 

by  the  extra  session,  occasioned  bv 

the  general  banksospeosionin  1837, 

and  other  additional  expenses  and 

lossts  in  settling  with  the  banks      .         300  000 

The  a/gregate  amount  of  which  is  f  246,300  000 
These,  sir,  are  the  stupendous  losse*  and  frauds 
which  this  people  and  thi«  Government  hsve  snffrr- 
ed  by  the  present  banking  system — loss'S  and 
frauds  which  have  broa);ht  periodical  ruin  op«n 
this  country,  embarrassment  upon  the  Government, 
and  sunk  hundreds  and  thousands  iuio  poverty  and 
the  grave.  It  is  this  system  of  banking  that  the 
Democracy  »re  exerting  themselves  to  reform. 
But  the  pecuniary  embairasfmenti  and  losses  to 
the  Government  and  the  people  are  the  smaller 
evils  which  this  system  is  working.  The  effect 
npon  our  poliiiral  institutions  and  individual  poli- 
tical rights  is  a  thousand  times  more  to  be  depr^ 
cated  ttkd  feared. 


Let  ns  briefly  examine  the  subject — and  I  have 
but  lime  to  glance  at  it.  And  first  let  m:  remark 
on  a  truth  well  known,  which  is,  that  all  the 
wealth,  comfort,  and  temporal  happiness  we  enjoy 
in  this  country,  is  dug  in  toil  and  sweat  from  the 
ground.  The  earth  is  the  source  of  our  support. 
The  farmer  and  the  mechanic  are  the  operators 
to  whom  the  conntry  and  the  Government  must 
look  for  support  in  peace  anl  war.  There  mast 
be  so  much  labor  done  to  furnikh  ilie  means  of ' 
support;  and  any  system  of  policy  which  may  be 
ininiduced,  that  will  enable  a  portion  of  the  com- 
munity to  live  wiinont  labor,  must  throw  upon  the 
balance  not  so  favored,  a  greater  proportion  of  la- 
bor and  lesposibility.  So,  too,  in  the  eiiablish- 
ment  of  institutions,  which  be.stow  exclusive  pri- 
vileges and  rxemptlans  npon  a  portion  of  the  com- 
munity, must  deprive  the  balance,  not  so  favnrel, 
of  a  part  of  their  privileges,  which  the  principles 
of  pnliticat  equality  entitle  them  lo. 

What  is  it  that  induces  an  association  of  indi- 
viduals to  petition  a  Legislature  for  a  bank  cbar- 
terj  It  is  to  secure  to  themselves,  in  an  aggre- 
gate or  corporate  capacity,  a  le^al  right  to  exer- 
cise powers  and  privileges  which  the  principles  of 
our  Government  prevent  them  fiom  exercising  in 
Ih'ir  individual  capacity.  Here  then  is  an  obj<H;t 
and  a  design  in  the  beginning,  odious  and  anti-Re- 
publican, and  at  war  with  every  principle  of  equal 
rights.  What  are  the  privili^ges  and  powers  wb'ch 
have  been  bestowed  on  associated  applicants  for 
bank  charters?  After  they  have  been  incrrporated 
by  the  provisions  ol  their  charier,  they  have  been 
privileged  lo  subscribe  slock.  Having  suhM;ribed 
Slock,  it  became  the  legal  duty  to  pay  it  it.  Whena 
rcqui.<'ite  amoant  of  stock  has  been  ^n Ascribed  and 
paid  in,  by  the  present  system  of  banking  the  asso- 
ciation have  the  right  to  issue  three  times  the 
amount  of  paper  promises  that  there  is  cardial 
paid  in.  That  is,  ibey  have  the  right  to  lead  three 
dollars  in  their  paper  promises  for  every  dollar 
in  meney  Ibey  have,  and  receive  six  per  cent,  tnle- 
rest  on  eviry  dollar  so  issued.  We  the  Demo- 
cracy think  it  is  unfair  and  unjust,  that  one  part  of 
th«communi:y  rhonld  receive  interest  on  their  pa- 
per promises  to  pay,  while  all  elhers  not  so  fa' 
vored,  have  lo  pay  interest  on  their  debti.  We, 
also,  think  it  unlair,  unjust,  and  inequitable,  that  an 
as'>ocialipn  of  rich  and  moneyed  men  should  be 
permitted  by  law  to  receive  eithteen  percent,  upon 
every  dollar  that  ibey  own,  while  the  laboring  me- 
chanic, and  ihe  faFmer,  in  his  individual  capacity, 
can  receive  but  six  per  cent,  for  a  dollar  that  be 
may  have  io  lend,  over  and  abive  what  maybe 
nece.'sary  for  his  maintenance  and  lh:it  of  bis 
family;  (if  h«  has  a  family,  and  if  he  has  not,  he 
ought  to  have  one.) 

Without  further  illustration,  it  is  seen  that  the 
present  banking  system  is  calculated  in  its  very 
nature  and  privileges  lo  make  the  rich  richer,  and 
the  poor  poorer.  It  at  once  creates  two  orders  of 
society;  a  privileged  order,  and  an  opprrs  ed  order, 
and  it  provides  thu  means  to  maintain  and  support 
the  former,  while  the  same  means  sink  and  oppress 
the  latter. 

But  the  members  of  this  bank  association  are  ex- 
empt, by  th'-ir  charter,  from  individual  liability  for 
the  debts  of  their  corporation.  The  bank  may  divide 
hundreds  of  thoD^aBd.s  of  dollars  among  its  stock- 
holders, and  it  may  fail  fur  the  amount  so  divided, 
and  the  individual  community  may  held  its  rag 
promises  to  the  amount  of  its  failure,  and  yet  not  a 
dollar  can  be  collected  from  those  who  have  re- 
c:ived  ibe  value  of  iLs  promises.  Nothing  can  be 
collected  from  a  bank,  except  corporate  properly 
can  be  found;  and  this  is  one  of  the  daneerous, 
fraudulent,  and  unjust  principles  connected  with 
the  present  banking  system.  The  bank  stockholder 
may  poste.'-s  himself,  by  his  bank  advantages  and 
privileges,  of  a  princely  estate;  be  may  live  in  a  pt- 
lace,  lrc»d  a  Turk»y  carpet,  drink  the  richest  wine 
from  goblets  of  gold,  eat  the  fattest  beef,  loll  through 
your  streets  in  a  gilded  carriage-and-four,  with  his 
liveried  out-rideis,  and  transmit  pecuniary  inde- 
pendence to  his  children,  while  the  bank  from 
»hich  be  ba<  drawn  his  wealth  and  splendor  may 
owe  every  dollar  to  the  community  which  has  been 
divided  to  him  and  his  incorporated  astociaies.  He 
■l^y  look  with  contempt  on  all  b«low  bim  in 


wealth,  when  the  frauds  that  made  bim  afflneat 
made  them  poor.  This  is  no  supposition 
or  fancy  sketch;  it  is  all  trnth,  and  thoaiands  win 
may  read  me,  and  thousands  who  may  oot,  have 
experienced  its  sad  realities. 

Bat  further.  Those  bank  lenders  are  money 
borro^rs.  I  have  stated  they  bave  the  power  to 
manufacture  three  times  as  much  paper  money  as 
they  have  silver  money  in  their  vaults,  and  tbea 
they  have  power  to  borrow  it  ihemsdves.  T^y 
not  only  m  nopoLze  by  their  charter  the  pcero^a- 
live  of  manufacturing  money,  but  they  monopoliae 
its  loan.  This  ii  in  violation  of  the  principles  apoa 
which  a  bank  charier  is  granted,  if  I  have  any 
knowledge  of  the  intention  of  Legislatures.  No 
one  will  contend  that  a  bank  charier  is  bestowed 
for  the  benefit  exclnsively  of  those  who  oonsUtate 
the  members  of  the  corporation.  It  is  the  pablie 
advantage  that  is  lacked  to,  but  that  object  is  de- 
feated by  the  bank  stockholders,  director:',  presi- 
dents, and  cashiers,being  thebnrrowerslbem»eIres. 
Now  let  us  briefly  present  the  evils  that  this  abase 
may  and  has  produced.  Banks  have  power  to  mx.- 
pand  or  contract  their  issues  as  much  and  as  oftea 
as  Ihey  please.  Soppoie  that  the  pecuniary  infla- 
ence  of  a  local  bank  covers  one  hundred  miles 
square,  and  that  its  capital  paid  in  is  two  huiutred 
thousand  dollars.  On  that  capital  it  has  power  lo 
i^sne  six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Suppose  ibat 
its  paper  constitutes  the  principal  circulaiing  medi- 
nm  in  the  supposea  area.  That  the  price  of  every  ob- 
ject of  bargain  and  sale  is  tegalaled  by  the  quantiljr 
of  currency,  is  a  fact  well  known.  Then  ibis  bank 
would  have  power  lo  raise  and  lower  the  price  of 
produce  of  every  description,  within  the  ioflaecee 
of  its  circulation.  Suppose  at  an  early  period  of 
Ihe  season  for  purchasing  produce  for  exportation, 
the  directors  and  stockholders,  in  place  of  lending 
money  to  others  to  purchase  produce  with,  mono- 
polize all  Ihe  loans  ibe  bank  can  make  ibemselres, 
and  become  the  traders  and  purchasers  of  prodace. 
All  Ibis  the  owners  of  a  bank  can  do.  But  sup- 
pose before  they  enter  into  inch  a  speculaiioo,  ihe 
bank  calls  in  a  great  portion  of  its  paper,  and  cur- 
tails its  issuesand  its  loans  to  all  but  its  direeiors. 
Ibis  would  have  the  effect  lo  reduce  the  price  of  pro- 
dnce  in  ptoportion  to  the  cnrtailmenl  ^apposed. 
The  directors  would  then,  being  the  moDopo'izen 
of  loans,  become  the  monopol  zers  of  purchases 
with  money  of  their  own  manulaciory.and  at  tbeir 
own  price.  It  may  be  said  that  traders  could  pro- 
care  loans  from  other  banks.  Bat  peih»ps 
not.  The  traders  and  tbeir  securities  may 
not  be  known  to  other  directors  of  baDks 
at  a  distance,  and  before  they  could  make 
themselves  known,  the  monopoly  would  be 
completed.  All  Ibis  Ibe  directors  of  banks 
can  do,  and  bave  done;  aad,  by  a  combina- 
tion of  bank  managers  for  soch  a  pnrpcse,  'he 
who's  trade  of  Ibe  roon'ry  may  be  engulfed  and 
monopolized  by  bank  direct  rs.  They  may,  or 
they  may  not,  take  io,  or  embrace,  the  atockholdeis 
generally.  Then  Ihe  banks  monopolize  the  mana- 
faciure  of  the  currency  of  Ihe  coanfy.  Their  di- 
rectors may  monopolize  the  loans  of  \ht  money 
they  mannfactnre;  and  by  monopolizing  the  loans, 
they  monopolize  the  trade  of  the  country.  Tltese 
are  evils  that  do  exist,  as  connected  with  the  pres^ic 
banking  system.  They  are  evils  that  strike  at  the 
root  of  justice,  equality,  and  every  principle  of  indi- 
vidual  rights,  anti-Republican  and  oppressive  ia 
their  character,  which  must,  and  will  even'oally, 
overthrow  onr  boasted  liberty,  and  sink  oar  Dve 
insiitotions. 

It  is  by  such  a  systvm  of  monopoly,  as  well  of 
bank  privileges  and  unequal  credit  as  of  poliiieal 
privileges  and  distinctions,  which  have  made  two 
hundred  and  feventy  thousand  of  England's  sub- 
jects rich  noblemen  and  baaghty  ansiocrais,  bat 
bave  reduced  and  ground  down  iweniy-nz  millions 
of  her  subjects  to  poverty  and  the  dost,  and  made 
one-sixth  pari  of  the  whole  population  paupers  aad 
beggars.  That  system  of  monopoly  is  now  un- 
dermining onr  Government,  sapping  oar  Repnblt- 
can  institutions,  and,  I  repeal,  will  evenlnally  sink 
and  subvert  onr  boasted  liberty. 

These  are  the  evils  of  which  the  Democracy 
complain;  and  it  is  the  correction  of  these  evils 
that  the  Democracy  mean  by  bank  refoim.     If 
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banks  mast  exist,  we  drsire  to  have  them  placed 
gpon  the  same  footiDg  with  other  instimiioDS  in  the 
BODDtry.  U  money  leaders  most  be  incorporated,  we 
lesire  losee  ihem  deprived  of  the  power  of  moa(  po- 
lizing  the  loans  of  the  money  of  their  own  mannfac- 
tnring,  forsurely  incorporated  money  lenders  should 
io(,  or  need  not,  be  money  borrowers.  If  the  rich 
nnst  be  incorporated  is  money  lenders,  we  desire 
o  see  ihem  deprived  of  ihu  power  to  receive  three 
imes  as  much  iaterost  »n  their  capital  as  the  pcor 
wt  receive.  Aod  la«t,  if  baaks  must  be  incorpo- 
■ated,  we  desire  to  see  their  stocl[holdrr«  held  and 
oade  liable  for  ihair  debts  as  other  individaalj  are, 
Iha  the  laborer  who  is  compelled  to  take  their  pro- 
mises for  his  woik,.may  have  a  right  of  action  and 
)ro  cess  of  law  to  recover  the  amoant  of  that  pro- 
nise  in  the  carreney  which  the  Constitalion  gaa- 
anties  to  him.  "tbU,  1  repeat,  is  what  the  D»mo- 
traey  mean  by  banic  reform.  Is  there  any  thing 
grrong  in  ill  Is  there  any  thing  in  it  that  any  man 
noold  not  approbate  who  looks  to  his  o«n  and  the 
Mst  interests  of  his  ouDtry?  Is  thvre  any  ihinc;  in 
It  that  any  man  but  a  batik  knave  or  a  bank  spaniel, 
■rithoat  a  s>d1  and  with  less  spirit  than  Baalam's 
i-s,  would  drprecatel 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  wi:>h  the  American  people 
v>n\i  have  heard  the  debate  on  this  bill.  I  wish 
liey  conid  hive  heard  the  biih-toned  Federal  doc- 
rines  which  have  been  boldly  advocated.  I  think 
it  would  hive  removed  the  scales  from  the  eyes  of 
ill  who  are  not  in  wilful  Federal  and  party  blind- 
leu.  Never  were  the  Fedt-ral  doctrines  in  the 
IdministiatioD  of  '98  more  boldly  asserted  than 
ihey  have  been  during  ihe  discu.'sion  of  ibis  mea- 
tare.  The  distrtbniion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pab- 
lie  lands  boldly  advocated — a  high  tariff  advocated 
nith  equal  boMness — a  National  Baok — assump- 
ion  of  the  State  debts — and  an  eitravagant  and 
reckless  system  of  internal  improvements  by  the 
ieneral  Qovernmrnt,  are  now  nrged  as  a  national 
lolicy;  and  it  is  claimed  that  thij  Administration 
las  been  overthrown  by  the  people  in  older 
hat  these  Federal  measures  may  be  carried  out. 
3a4  such  declarations  been  made  before  ihe  elec- 
ioTS,  the  result  would  have  been  difiVrent,  we  all 
(now.  These  meabure:  are  all  of  a  character,  and 
ill  lead  to  one  object  and  one  great  and  fatal  puliti- 
Mtl  result,  which  ikhas  been  the  carilmal  object  of 
Pedcralism  to  secure,  viz:  subjection  and  dej 
lendence  of  the  States  and  consolidated  power  of 
he  Federal  Goveromeut.  1  have  no  t:me  now  to 
liscDss  those  meamres  separately,  and  if  I  had,  I 
lo  not  know  ihat  I  would  do  it.  The  Americfu 
Mople  andersland  thein;  they  have  repeatedly  de- 
louneed  them  ibruogh  the  ballot  box,  and  they  will 
igain  do  it  ^ben  they  are  called  upon. 

Whatobject  can  the  people  have  :n  submitting 
0  a  disiribation  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lan:1s, 
vben  they  know  that  that  distribution  must  dimi- 
liab  the  government  revenue,  and  that  diminution 
nust  besupplied  either  by  direct  taxation  or  an  in- 
:ieue  of  daties  on  imports,  which  they  «iil  have 
o  pay,  and  whieh  will  he  no  more  nor  less  than  a 
ax,  with  the  additional  expeD^es,  both  in  the  distri- 
>ntion  and  the  collection?  What  object  can  the 
>eoplehave  in  a  high  tariff,  whfn  all  the  additional 
'evenue  atising  {torn  it  must  ccme  out  of  their 
Mcketa,  Icgetber  with  the  expenses  of  maiiaging 
inch  a  tariff.  What  object  can  the  people  have  in 
>ermitting  or  wishing  the  Federal  Oovernraent  to 
iarry  on  an  extravagant  system  of  internal  im- 
)rovempnts,  when  every  dollar  that  is  expenled 
DOst  come  out  of  their  pockets?  Why  not  leave  it 
vitb  the  Stat&s  whose  legitimate  light  it  is  and 
irbo  do,  and  can,  conduct  improvements  mote  than 
ifty  per  ctnt.  cheaper  than  can  the  Federal  Qo- 
remment,  and  who  know  best  the  character  of 
mprovementi  they  tanti  What  object  ctin  the 
people  have  in  an  assumption  of  the  Slate  debs  by 
ihe  General  Governrn'-ni,  when  those  debts  must 
t>e  paid  by  means  drawn  from  their  p^ckeii,  and  at 
itn  ezpenee  in  the  management  of  the  trust  vastly 
Kreaiex  than  if  the  Statrt  managed  it  them;elve^7 
What  object  can  Ihe  people  have  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  National  Bank  whi.h  they  have  seen, 
more  than  once,  shake  this  Union  to  its  foundation, 
and  bring  blight  and  ruin  upon  tbem,  aod  e mbar- 
rafsment  upon  the  Government?  An  institution 
or  tbe  cs'ahlitbmentor  wbieh  no  object  can  be  an- 


swered but  to  engender  a  system  of  swindling,  a 
spirit  of  stockjobbing  and  gambling,  and  to  provide 
the  means  for  thousands  to  live  without  labor,  en 
tbe  industry  of  other.i.  J  make  these  inquiries 
merely  with  reference  to  the  policy  and  pecuniary 
economy  6f  these  measures.  I  have  no  lime  to  dis- 
cnsj  their  uncomtituliooslity  and  'heir  Eubverting 
effects  and  subjugating  tendencies.  I  can  only  say 
thai  the  exercise  of  all,  or  any  of  them,  except  so 
far  as  the  support  of  ihe  Government  for  national 
defence  is  concerned,  is  a  deparlnre  from  the  origi- 
Hal  object  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  calcu- 
lated to  subvert  those  insiitaiioas  which  it  was  es] 
lablished  lo  protect. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  could  make  an  appeal  lo  the 
American  Democracy  which  every  one  couU  hear, 
or  every  one  conld  read,  that  appeal  would  be  to 
stand  to  their  principles,  and  the  measures  whieh 
they  have  ever  supported.  I  wish  I  could  point 
them  to  the  tottering  condition  at  Ibis  moment  of 
the  triumphant  parly.  I  believe  they  would  see 
and  feel,  as  I  do,  a  confideace  in  its  downfall  and 
final  overthrow  within  the  tenn  of  i>s  political  pow- 
er. All  the  Democracy  have  to  do  is  to  be  firm 
and  united — firm  as  to  principle,  and  united- as  to 
men,  and  iheir  trinmph  will  be  certain.  If  ihey 
will  once  more  give  the  vote  that  ihey  gave  last 
fall,  Federalism  will  be  routed,  horse,  foot,  and 
dragoons;  for  such  a  combination  of  factions  and 
circumstances  never  can  again  be  arrayed  against 
them.  Thousands  of  tbo.e  who  have  been  misled, 
will  vitit  with  vengfance  th'se  who  have  deceived 
them;  and  the  ten  thousand  falsehoods,  slanders, 
corruptions,  briberies,  aod  frauds,  bv  which  the 
Federalists  have  gained  power,  will  be  made 
to  recoil  upon  their  heads  with  fearful  judg- 
ments. I  would,  then,  say  -  to  ihe  Democra- 
cy, as  they  value  the  principlrs  and  measures 
wliicb  they  have  ever  consiilered  f acred,  and 
which  they  have  so  long,  so  manfolly,  and  so 
successfully  maintained  aeainst  the  comMaed  pow- 
ers, factions,  wealth,  and  influence,  of  F'^deralism, 
Stand  to  your  principles,  and  ba  united.  I  would 
say  lo  them,  as  ihey  fear  and  dread,  with  pattioiic 
horror,  the  successfol  efforts  of  Federalism  and 
the  fatal  effects  of  a  political  rombinaiion  of  a  do- 
mestic and  foreign  moneyed  bank  aristocracy,  or- 
ganized and  drilled,  and  clothed  with  powers  and 
exclusive  privileges,  which  now  give  them  "a 
power  behind  the  throne  greater  than  the  ihrone 
itseir."  I  say,  as  they  fear  aod  abhor  these,  I 
would  appeal  to  them  to  stand  to  their  principles, 
be  united,  be  vigilant,  and  trinmph  will  be  theirs. 
If  the  Federal  factions  should  hine  to  ether,  and 
survive  the  commainn  in  their  ra-.ks  that  now 
shakes  and  threatens  them  with  dissolution,  the  first 
Congressional  electiont  will  give  ibem  an  earth- 
quake thake,  and  the  elections  of  1844  will  secure 
their  overthrow  more  complete  and  fatal  than  the 
Babylonian  fall.  Once  more  I  sa>  to  the  Demo- 
cracy, be  united  and  firm,  and  triumph  will  be 
jours. 


When  Mr.  DuNCiN  had  finished  his  remarks, 
he  read  from  the  Intelligencer  the  following,  as  re- 
portel  ia  that  paper: 

"Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  submitted  the  Chair 
whether  it  was  iu  order  lor  an  individual  lu  charge 
General  Harrison  nith  cowardice,  who  had  bim- 
felf  been  branded  as  a  coward  on  this  floot?" 

This  paper  was  put  in  his  hand  a  moment  before 
he  commenced  speaking.  He  had  deferred  saying 
anything  on  the  subject  until  be  should  finish  his 
remarks,  exprc^i^ig  that  some  denial  would  be 
made,  or  fome  correction  of  the  report  oidered. 
But  lhat  not  beiu?  ('one,  he  ('enounced  its  author 
(pointing  lo  Mr.  Wm.  Cost  JcnusoN,)  a  base  liar, 
aconiemptib'epnppy,  ascoondrel.andan  infamous 
coward.  Now,  cir,  (aid  Mr.  D.  I  heard  no  part 
of  tbe  nratter  fo  reported,  as  applied  to  myself;  and 
I  ask  the  chairman,  who  was  nearer  to  Mr.  Joun- 
soH  whether  or  not  b:  heard  the  member  so  ex- 
pre<8  himself. 

The  chairman  [Vfr.  Cimpeell]  responded  that 
be  heard  no  soeh  remark. 

Then,  said  Mr.  D.  if  saidat  all  it  must  have 
been  muttered,  and  not  iniendtd  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  JoHNSOH  rose  and  said  be  was  correctly 


reported  that  he  had  made  the  memark,  and  jusli- 
fi«d  it.  He  read  a  part  of  a  speech  which  purported 
to  have  been  delivered  in  support  of  the  resolution 
wh-ch  bad  been  introduced  to  expel  Mr.  p.  for 
the  publication  of  certain  letters,  posliag  certain 
members  therein  named.  Mr.  J.  made  some  other 
remarks  in  justification. 

Mr.  Duncan  said  that  resolution  and  its  sop> 
port  was  founded  in  base  cowardice.  It  was 
manufactured  as  he  was  informed,  and  had  rea- 
son to  believe,  in  a  cauca.<i;  and  the  object  was  to 
relieve  the  members  posted  in  the  said  letters  from 
disgrace,  which  they  had  not  the  courage  to  re- 
lieve themsetres  from.  When  the  resolution  was 
introduced,  in  was  intimated  that  the  publication 
of  ihese  letters  was  postpoaed  until  after  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law  against  dueling.  As  soon  as  that 
in.imation  was  uttered,  Mr.  D.  said  he  prononticed 
the  man  who  imputed  such  a  motive  to  him,  a  base 
scoundrel  and  a  liar.  The  member  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Menifee]  intimated  the  same;  he,  too,  said 
Mr.  D.  I  pointed  out  instantly,  and  pronounced  a 
contemptible  tcoundrel,  and  told  him  .that  the 
duelling  law  only  operated  over  ten  miles  square; 
and  in  te.Q  oi  twelve  short  days  we  would  be  out 
of  these  ten  miles  square,  and  any  gentleman  who 
felt  himt«lf  atgrieved,  might  call  on  him:  he 
should  be  met,'  and  have  sach  redress  as  he  mi^ht 
have  the  courage  to  a.<:k.  Mr.  D.  disclaimed 
having  charged  Gf  neral  Harrison  with  cowardice, 
in  any  remark  he  had  made;  he  had  presented  no 
(act  or  statement  but  what  the  politic.il  history  of 
the  country  and  of  the  last  war  watranled  and  sns- 
la'nrd.  Those  who  heard  him,  and  those  who 
might  read  him,  could  draw  their  own  conclasions. 
And  10  conclude,  once  for  all,  said  Mr.  D.  I  repeat 
and  fix  upon  the  member  [Mr.  JenNsoN]  the  charge 
I  made  upon  him.  He  is  welcome  to  make  tbe 
best  of  it. 

Thobsday. — When  'he  House  went  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  DUNC&N  rose  and 
ai-ked  permission  to  make  a  remark  or  two  per- 
sonal to  himself.  Leave  be  ng  given,  he  said  that 
it  was  with  some  astonishment  that  he  had  seen  a 
report  of  some  rema'ks  of  the  membec  from  Mary 
land;  [W.  C.  Johnson]  in  the  Intelligencer,  deny- 
ing the  charges  lhat  he,  Mr.  Duncan,  had  made 
upon  Mr.  Johnson  on  Tuesday  last.  I  will  read, 
said  Mr.  D.  the  report  as  it  is  in  the  Globe.  It  is 
as  f.<llow.<^: 

"When  Mr.  Doncas  had  finished  his  remark*^ 
he  read  from  the  Intelligencer  the  following,  a$  re- 
ported in  that  paper: 

'Mr.  W.  C  Johnson  submitted  to  the  Chair 
whether  it  was  in  order  for  an  individual  to  charge 
General  Harrison  with  cowardice,  who  had 
hims'lf  teen  branded  as  a  coward  on  this 
floor?' 

"This  paper  was  put  in  his  band  a  moment  before 
he  commenced  speaking.  He  had  deferred  saying 
any  thing  on  the  »ubject  UQ'il  he  should  finish 
his  remarks,  expecting  that  some  dental  would 
bo  made,  or  some  correction  of  the  report  ordered. 
But  that  not  being  done,  he  denounced  its  author 
(pointing  lo  Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson.)  a  baie  liar, 
a  eonlemptible  puppy,  a  teoundrel,  md  an  infamous 
coward.  Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  D.  I  heard  no  part 
o'  the  matter  so  reported,  as  applied  to  m3rself;  and 
I  ask  the  chairman,  who  was  nearer  to  Mr.  John- 
SN,  wh'therornot  he  heard  the  member  so  express 
himsell? 

'•Thj  chairman  [Mr.  Campbsll]  responded  that 
he  h-ar  I  no  such  remnrk. 

"Then,  siid  Mr.  D.  it  said  at  all  it  must 
have  bien  muttered,  and  not  intended  to  be 
heard. 

"Mr.  Johnson  roie  and  .<t»ld  he  was  correctly 
reported.  He  had  made  the  remark,  and  justi- 
fied it.  He  read  a  part  of  a  speech  which  pur- 
port d  to  have  been  de,liv»r<d  in  support  of  the  re- 
soluii.m  which  had  been  introduced  to  expel  Mr. 
D.  for  Ihe  publication  of  certain  letters,  poMing 
certain  members  therein  named.  Mr.  J.  made 
some  other  remarks  in  justification. 

"Mr.  Ddncan  said  that  resolu'ien  audits  sup- 
port was  fouided  in  ba^e  cowaidice.  It  was 
manufactured,  as  he  was  informet',  and  had  rea- 
son 10  believe,  in  a  caucus;  and  the  object  was  to 
relieve  Ihe  members  posted  in  tbe  said  letien  from 
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di^racr,  which  they  had  not  the  courage  to  relieve 
Ihemselvei  from.  WheD  the  resoluiioa  was  in- 
trodneed,  it  was  intimaied  that  ihe  publieaiioo  of 
these  letters  was  postpooed  ontil  after  the  passage 
of  the  law  against  dneliag.  As  soon  ai  that  in- 
tunation  was  uttered,  Mr.  D.  said  be  pronoanced 
the  man  who  impnted  sacb  a  motive  to  him,  a  t>ase 
scooodrel  and  a  liar.  The  member  from  Ken- 
tocky,  [Mr.  Mnipis]  intimated  the  same;  he, 
too,  said  Mr.  D.  I  pointed  ooi  instanily,  and  pro- 
nonoced  a  eoniemptible  seoandret,  and  told  him 
that  (he  daeliog  law  only  operated  over  ten 
miles  tqnare;  and  in  tenor  twelve  S'hort  days  we 
would  be  out  of  these  ten  miles  sqaa:e,  and  any 
gentleman  who  felt  himself  aggrieved,  might  call 
on  him:  he  shonid  ha  met,  and  have  such  redress 
as  be  might  have  the  coarag'-.  to  asU.  Mr.  D. 
disclaimed  having  charged  Oeneral  Uarrisr>n  with 
cowardice,  in  any  remaik  he  had  made;  be  had 
preieDt«d  no  fact  or  statement  but  what  the  politi- 
cal history  of  the  country  and  o(  Ihe  iaM  war  war- 
ranted  and  sustained.  Tnose  who  heard  him,  and 
those  who  might  r.'ad  him,  could  diaw  their  own 
conclusions.  And  to  conclude,  once  for  all,  said 
Mr.  D.  I  repeat  and  fix  npon  the  member  [Mr 
Johnson]  the  charge  I  made  upon  him.  He  is 
welcome  to  make  the  brst  of  it." 

The  member  from  Maryland  denies  that  the 
word;  in  italics  were  nttered  by  me.  I  say  they 
were  as  reported,  word  for  word,  and  dir<cied  in 
the  membeiM  face,  not  in  a  coward'y  mut  er,  but 
in  peals  that  filled  this  hall  to  its  remetcst  comer;. 
And  I  now  endorse  the  above  report,  and  reiterate 
what  I  then  raid,  and  prooonnee  the  member  sow, 
as  I  did  (hen,  and  as  I  can  do  at  any  time  or  place, 
a  base  liar,  a  conlemptibU  puppy,  asconndrri,  and 
an  infamous  coaard.  I  hope  I  am  now  heatd,  and 
I  am  prepared  to  prove  ihat  I  so  denounced  the 
member  on  last  Tuesday,  as  reported;  and  I  have 
now  to  add  that  bis  sneaking  and  pitiful  rffvrt  to 
change  the  i  sue,  and  shift  the  responsibility,  by  a 
contemptible  quibble  and  a  barefaced  falsehood, 
sinks  him  itili  lower  in  my  cUimAtion.  This  he 
ba<  done  by  denying  the  correctness  of  the  report. 

Hera  is  the  report  of  the  Inielliiiencer,  which 
would  snrely  do  him  no  injasiier,  in  which  Ihe 
GHobe  is  sustained  in  all  that  is  essential,  so  far  as 
he  was  denounced. 

"Now  (proci  eded  Mr.  D.)  I  never  heard  this  re- 
niik  made  by  (be  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
[Hr.  Johnson  ]  It  was  not  a'idresscd  to  me  nor  to 
tlw  Chairman  of  the  commitee  in  such  a  way  as 
to  ^  beard.  And  1  was  astonitbrd  when  it  was 
]>nt  into  my  band.«;  and  if  I  bad  had  lime  lor  refi^ec- 
tioD,  I  would  have  contra<licled  it  IhroDgh  some 
O'ber  medium.  I  say  I  did  not  hear  the  rematk; 
•nd  I  have  no  heritation  in  declaring  that  the  man 
who  uttered  it  is  guilty  of  a  base  falsehood,  and  is 
himself  a  liar.  Aod  I  call  upon  tbc  Chairman  of 
(he  committee  to  say  whether  such  language  was 
used  in  his  hearing. 

"When  called  upon  by  Mr.  Dokoin— 

"Mr.  CiMPBtLL  of  South  Carolina  ro:<e  and  said: 
I  take  upon  myself  to  say  ihat  I  beard  no  such  ex- 
pression when  I  was  in  the  Chair.  I  bad  called  Ihe 
gemlemaQ  from  Ohio  [Mr  Doncin]  tu  order  for 
irrelevancy,  and  he  bad  acquiesced.  I  then  und-'r- 
8(ood  ibe  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  W.  C. 
Jornmm]  as  rising  to  the  same  point  of  order,  aod 
my  reply  to  him  was,  that  I  had  already  raited  ihe 
gent'eraan  t)  order,  and  that  he  bad  acqaiei^red  in 
the  decision.  But,  I  lepeji',  I  did  not  hear  (be  rx- 
pre8>i<'n  referred  to. 

"Mr.  Ddncan.  I  protest  against  the  statement 
that  I  hail  ever  said  any  thing  against  Oeneral  Har- 
rison except  «hat  the  his'.ory  of  the  counry  sus- 
tained mc  in  saying.  I  never  intimated  that  he 
was  a  coward,  nor  any  thing  like  ii;  and  no  con- 
clot'ion  can  be  drawn  from  any  ihing  I  hav!>  said 
other  than  ihal  be  was  notettilcd  to  that  chari^c'er 
of  a  great  milnary  chieftain  which  was  claiiLed  f 'r 
him  by  his  friends." 

What  mine  is  necersary  to  prove  the  member 
gQiI'.y  of  falsehood  in  his  ailompt  to  deny  that  he 
was  denooncd  in  the  words  leporiedl  A  single 
remaik,  and  I  am  done. 

The  member  from  Maryland  is  the  last  man  who 
sbonid  attempt  lo  shuffle  from  responsibility  by 
mwiog  the  qacsiion  of  character  an  objection 


to  a  demand  for  satisfaction.  I  will  lake  tome 
other  occasion  to  present  the  member's  character  to 
the  couniry.  It  is  not  my  object  lo  make  any  new 
issue  at  this  time;  I  have  ths  member  nailed,  tnd  I 
intend  to  keep  him  so.  I  am  no  duellist;  I  know 
but  little  about  Ibe  rules  and  laws  of  etiquette  that 
regulate  doelling,  if  there  be  any;  nor  have  I  any 
desire  to  know  them;  but  I  have  just  gotskil',  the 
courage,  the  power,  and  Ihe  Highland  blood,  to 
meet  ibe  member,  whenever  and  wherever  he  may 
have  the  courage  to  invite  me,  nnd  give  bira  such 
redress  as  be  may  have  th?  chivalry  to  ask,  and  I 
will  make  the  member  fetuUmm  enongh  for  that 
pnrpose.  L«t  me  remark,  too,  that  the  duelling  law 
has  as  few  terrors  for  me  as  it  has  for  the  member. 
He  has  ootbiog  lo  fear  Ibrou'h  me  from  the  duel- 
ling law.  I  am  done.  I  will  trouble  the  House  or 
Ihe  committee  no  more  with  this  subject.  If  I  ap- 
pear again  in  this  matter,  it  will  be  alone  in  the 
columns  of  the  newspapers,  unless  the  member 
shonid  rally  bis  courage,  if  be  has  any,  and  invi'e 
me  to  some  other  ptoee. 


REMARKS  OP  MR.  BROWN, 

OP  MISaiSSlPPL 
Jn  Ihe  Hnuae  if  RepretentaHves,  Monday,  February 
S-3,  ie41~In  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
General  Appropria<ion  bill,  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  TfloMP^'ON  of  Mis5i}&ippi  in  relation  to  the 
fees  of  marshals,  clerks,  &c. 
Mr.  A.  Q.  BROWN  said  the  proposition  of  his 
colleague  was  the  only  one  for  which  he  could  vote. 
That  ameoduient  proposed  lo  reduce  the  fees  of  of- 
ficers in  the  disirict  and  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
Slates  to  a  standard  with  the  fees  of  officers  per- 
forming like  services  in  the  courts  of  the  S'veral 
States;  ard  it  further  provided  that  the /«e  bill  in 
the  Federal  courts  ^hould  in  alt  after  time  conform 
lo  the  fee  bills  of  the  Siate  courts.  This  was  tight. 
The  fee  bills  of  ibe  State  courts  were  under  tbe 
control  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective  Stat's; 
and  there  was  noi,  in  his  judgment,  the  slighiest 
ddDger  bnt  that  the  people  would  always  exercise 
snlBcient  control  over  their  immediate  representa- 
tives to  force  such  a  regulation  of  the  fees  of  law 
officers  as  shonid  be  acceptable  to  themselves,  lie 
bri.eved  there  was  no  community  ia  (he  Govern- 
ment who  would  object  lo  pay  marshals  and 
clerks  of  the  United  States  courts  Ihe  same 
fees  that  were  paid  lo  clerks  and  sheriOd  of 
S'a'e  cooru-;  and  he  was  quite  certain  that 
no  people  wunld  be  willing  (o  pay  m  re.  Pass 
then  Ihe  amendment  of  b  s  colleaene,  aod  you 
would  do  all  ih^t  you  ought  to  do — all  ihal  the  peo- 
ple command  yon  to  d  >  on  thin  subject.  You 
leave  the  fie  bill  in  the  Federal  courts  to  be^regu- 
lat.'d  by  local  legislation.  Tnere  was  a  peculiar 
fitness  m  this.  S3rviee8  in  some  States  were  worth 
more  than  like  services  in  other  Siates.  The  iLe- 
gislatnre  of  New  York  was  the  best  judge  of  what 
the  issuarce  of  a  txibpana,  cr  Ihe  service  if  a  capias 
was  wonh  in  that  State; and  the  Legislature  (f  his 
own  State  (Mississippi)  was  most  ccmpetent  to  ad- 
ju^t  all  such  matters  in  that  Slate.  If  Congrets 
undcriook  (o  pass  a  general  fee  bill,  it  most  ne- 
cessarily do  injustice  to  some  of  (be  States,  since 
Ihal  bill,  which  conforms  lo  the  interest  c  f  the 
Suutb.may  be  much  too  heavy  for  the  North,  where 
labor  is  generally  much  lower;  and  every  one  knew 
it  was  wonh  more  to  di> charge. the  duties  of  mar- 
shal or  sberiff,  in  a  sparsely  populated  country, 
than  in  one  densely  settled.  At  all  even't,  ibeie 
could  be  no  harm  in  leaviLg  this  matter  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  respective  State  Leelslatures. 
The  proposition  of  his  colleague  [Mr.  Th  impson] 
piopo'cd  to  place  it  there,  and  to  permit  ii  lo  re- 
main through  all  atf  r  lime. 

The  bill,  as  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Wa>  s  and  Means,  he  deemed  a  poli'icjl  enormity. 
What  does  Ihat  bill  propose?  Why,  sir,  no(  to  re- 
duce Ihe  feet,  but  to  collect  from  the  unfortunate 
deb  or  ihe  enormous  sums  which  you  have  always 
loxcfA  from  him  with  such  miserable  iweddlii  as 
that  c'ciks  and  marshals  are  not  permitted  to  retain 
the  money,  bat  compelled  to  pay  it  over  lo  the 
United  Sia  es  Treasury — as  though  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  any  sort  of  consequence  to  the  plundtred 
man  wbither  the  money  which  you  had  thus  forced 


from  bim  went  into  the  pockets  of  an  oflmnit  ii 
vanl's  of  a  bankrupt  Treasnty.  For  ooe  ifti 
system  of  legalized  plunder  was  to  be  kept  g.  u 
desired,  so  (ar  as  his  own  State  wm  eciwrwii  iJi 
the  clerks  and  marshals  might  hare  the  b«t6i'o(it 
In  that  event,  meritorious  citizens  in  MiaioB 
tvooid  derive  some  benefit  from  yoDrcndirig  II 
nnfoi  innate;  and  the  aggregate  wealih  of  ik  Sw 
won:d  not  be  diminished.  Bat  piy  jt  in,  j, 
Treasury  of  tbe  United  States,  and  wliii  goei  tit 
ill  It  is  lost  to  us  and  ours  forever.  It  ne  t 
boild  up  light-houses,  harbors,  aad  toDikeoils 
improvements  in  your  Eastern  States;  uj^ 
gross  am..-unt  of  the  wealth  of  MiB!issippiii4». 
nisbed  to  the  ftill  amount  of  the  coiej  da  a 
righteously  abstracted  from  the  peckel?  of  his ». 
debied  constitnenls,  and  tfrotaeii  throng  the  bui 
of  Federal  officers  into  the  vaulis  of  ihe  uim 
His  constitnenls  had  asked  lo  be  rtleised  iroa  ib 
OHiaotra  taxation,  and  you  propose  lo  qgiet  lia 
sopplicaltons  by  taking  their  money  to  bii!d  li^i. 
hou!«s  and  other  things  for  the  bestfii  of  oikt 
Stater.  Sir,  this  is  not  the  relief  a<lred  for,  ui 
it  i*  an  insult  to  the  people  thas  lo  n^pnl 
to  their  petitions.  If  yoo  take  Ike  w»ef 
ttom  tbe  poor  litigant,  let  the  mir^  ini  cM 
keep  ii.  The  people  of  Mississippi  bid  \\jntj 
been  forced  lo  pay  five  times  iheir  jist^ioiabi 
the  support  of  Qovemment  aDdrr  iteianflin 
and  land  laws  of  Ibe  United  Siiiffijudnovyoi 
propose  to  levy  a  tax  of  of  aertgij-in  or  eighty 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  ami  call  itrtfit/.  B^ 
lieve  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  ray  trntononaltcotittiti. 
enlsbave  had  a  nrfeit  of  just  sothielief. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hare  aioibcrandiisife- 
rable  objection  lo  the  bill  as  teponed  byiktew. 
mitiee,  or  as  proposed  to  be  ameDded  bj  ike^ile 
man  from  Tennes.see,  [Mr.  JoBinoK,]aBd  tkatob- 
jeclion  is  one  founded  on  what  I  decatDbeijut 
and  proper  construction  of  the  Consiltiiia.  II I 
have  read  that  instrument  angbl,  it  secures  tqnlii; 
ia  taxation  to  all  the  people  of  ibis  CoDfunq; 
and  what  do  yon  propoee  to  do  by  ibitbiiL  Wk;, 
air,  to  collect  ofl!'  of  about  3,000  detndaolaiiin 
and  ciLzenv  of  Mississippi,  eigU}-^  ibteud 
dollars  in  the  way  of  (ax  on  law  suits.  Of  ii 
sum,  yon  propose  to  give  to  tbe  mar^il  m  i» 
sand  dollars  as  the  maximnmof  his  coapetsM, 
and  10  pay  the  remainder  into  the  Cmird  Stm 
Tieasury.  Is  that  equality  of  laiatioD  vkiekO' 
acts  from  two  thousand  citizens  ol  Hi«si3i|ti, 
who  are  so  onforlUDaie  as  lo  become  siiwi 
yoar  Federal  court,  a  tax  of  sevealjlin  itumnl 
dollars,  whilst  yon  exempt  from  iimilir  uim 
the  remaining  thirty-five  thousand  «ko  lie  M 
sui'ors  in  thai  conni  Is  (hat  equality  of  iui» 
which  exacis  seventy-five  tbonsand  doniisft" 
(wo  tbonsand  citizen;  of  Missiuippi,  atdieii* 
cent  from  the  five  hundred  thoonnd  vho  En  " 
Obiol  Is  that  equality  of  laiation  vhickena 
of  me  fifty  dollars,  because  I  am  sotiiiforiii«B 
lo  be  sued,  and  yet  exempis  enurely  nj  "t^ 
or  my  brother,  who  is  not  foed?  Is  that  f?"'*! 
of  taxation  which  exac'a  of  ihenn/oitM"''*'*' 
thousands  and  tens  of  thonsands,  anlMioae  eeai 
from  the  unembarrassed  and  nniiideb'eip»nof* 
community^  And  does  any  man  stiioasljvw* 
that  (his  will  not  be  th»  result  if  thishwisyawi 
Is  it  nol  in  fact  avowed,  in  all  partsof  tbe  Hi»t 
that  this  will  be  Ihe  resnltl  And  haveaot  W*« 
been  atieinpied  to  be  set  up  for  this  ppliiii»la» 
fcirosity? 

Sir,  you  bavs  r.o  authority  to  raise  n:T««« 
this  way;  and  if  yon  had,  it  would  ie  a  iocs'* 
abuse  of  power  to  exercise  yonr  anthcriiy.  I  "J* 
not  have  one  dollar  of  revenue  collected  ii  * 
way; — sueh  ill.gotlen  gain— gotten  in  rioUwij- 
Ihe  Constitution— wrung  frrm  the  imfi!tw* 
debtor — coined,  as  it  were,  from  tbe  /cioU"' 
tared  ciiiz  n,  I  shonid  rxpeci  to  tom  w  *" 
replies  and  lo  hissin;  adders,  that  wottidtesait 
the  vaults  ol  your  Treasury  with  their  W.  "J 
stinf,  as  with  a  deadly  poison,  each  bind  i» 
dared  remove  ihem.  I  cannot,  I  will  nctiW'" 
any  maximum  compensaiion — lodo  to  btoB' 
conticgency  on  the  suffering,  of  which  this  iiH* 
treasure  enures  lo  the  nation.  You  have  bc  »* 
rily  lo  fix  any  such  contingency.  Too  ha"  • 
aathoiiijr  to  lake  one  dollar  of  money  »Uet««' 
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this  way,  iboDgb  there  were  millions  wnng  from 
tbe  anhappy  ciUzeo.  J  will  vote  for  the  proposi. 
tion  of  my  colleagnr,  and  I  shall  do  so  wiih  great 
lAeesarr;  bat  whea  this  is  done,  I  shall  have  done 
all  Ihat  I  can  or  will  do.  I  shall  not  br  accused  of 
▼otiDf  agatott  a  mori/iwin  ibroQgh  party  motiTes, 
for  before  ihis  law  goes  into  eScct^if  ii  pjsses  at 
■It — there  will  probably  not  be  a  political  friend  of 
mioe  in  any  office  in  the  Republic  within  the  «;iftof 
tbe  Bzeeouve,  that  is  vorih  asking  for.  I  cliim  lo 
gire  tbe  vote  which  I  shall  givei  against  the  origi? 
nal  proposition,  and  again-t  the  amendment  of  my 
frieitd  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Johiiioh,]  in  obe- 
dienee  to  my  sense  of  jasiice  to  my  consiiuients, 
and  my  daty  to  th«  Coastitqtion,  and  to  these 
-•lone. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  BLACK, 

OF  GBOROU. 

/n  the  Hvmtif  Rtfratnlativti,  Ftbrwy  3,  1841— 

On  (he  Treasury  note  bill. 

Mr.  Babkabd'S  nontioa  to  strike  oot  the  enact- 
ing clanse  being  ander  consideration, 

Mr.  BL&CK  said:  He  deemed  it  incumbent  on 
him,  at  this  laie  period  of  the  discussiun,  to  detain 
the  committee  for  as  rhort  a  lime  as  the  importan£e 
of  tb«  subjects  introdaced  into  tbe  debate  would 
permit.  If  die  honorable  genilemen  who  pieceded 
him  bad  confixed  themselres  to  the  merits  of  the 
bill  on  the  table,  he  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
glvan  a  silent  vote:  but  the  mere  qnestion  whether 
we  shilll  authorize  the  issue  of  fire  millions  of  Trea- 
swy  notes  te  enable  the  Qorerameut  to  mliapaU 
a  portion  of  its  rfvennes,  had  been  wholly  lost  sight 
•f.  It  seemed  to  be  conceded  on  all  hands  that 
the  bill  must  pat^s;  he  doubted  whether  the  gentle- 
man himself,  whose  motion  was.now  pending  to 
strike  out  tbe  enactiog  clause,  would  vote  against 
its  final  paesagei  nay,  the  great  difficulty  with  the 
tefvmiiig  and  rttrtnthing  Whigs  who  bad  mar- 
shalled tbemselres  in  apparent  oppoisition  to  the 
bin,  was,  that  instead  of  too  much,  it  gave  too  lit- 
tle. But  tbe  issue  of  Treasury  no'.es,  whether 
eoBsidered  with  regard  to  the  constitutionality  or  ex- 
pediency of  the  measure,  had  hardly  bein  mentioned 
for  the  last  week — the  tariff,  internal  improvements 
by  theOovemment — the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  tbe  public  lands  among  the  Stales— a  public  debt 
(wbieh  they  denominate  a  "loan")  and  a  National 
Bank,  are  tbe  vital  and  important  que&tions  which 
have  absorbed  as,  since  the  commeocement  of  this 
discussion.  ITever  himself  a  great  stickler  for 
''reieraiicy  of  debate,"  be  was  rejoiced  that  the 
leading  friends  of  Qeneral  Harrison  bad  seized  this 
occasion  to  show  theT  band^  lo  the  people — parii- 
cniatly  to  ihe  Southern  people,  wbo  had  great  inte- 
rests at  stake  upon  tbe  policy  and  measures  of  jhe 
incoming  Administration.  He  had  never  before, 
from  tbe  commencement  of  ibe  struggles  between 
the  rival  panie^,  heard  or  witnessed,  from  the  op- 
ponents of  Mr.  Van  Baren,  so  bold,  candid,  and 
fearless  an  avowal  vf  policy  and  principle  as  bad 
characterised  their  speeches  on  this  occasion.  He 
ventured  to  say,  if  ihei>e  confessions  of  Whig  faith 
had  been  made  daring  the  last  summer,'  "«((<  Tip" 
had  never  been  Preaident — it  least,  if  his  election 
hai  depended  on  the  voie  of  the  Sln'e  of  Qeorgia. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  Black,  my  delegated  light  is  flick- 
Ming  in  its  socket;  my  repr<!scntative  career  is  abont 
to  terminate  abruptly;  and.  the  trappings  of  office, 
which  I  have  endeavored  to  we^r  meekly,will  short- 
ly fall  from  my  shoulders.  They  will  be  transferred 
to  aa  abler,  but  not  m«re  honest  or  zealous  inca  mbent. 
Bat  while,  in  obedience  to  the  voice  of  my  consti- 
taents,  I  willingly  resign  to  the'hands  of  anoiher  the 
high  trust,  ^nd  the  representative  character  with 
wtuch  they  endued  me,  I  am  yet  "one  of  the 
PBOFLBi"  of  that  character,  and  of  tbe  rights  which 
psriain  to  it,  no  man  can  deprive  me;  and  In  that 
character,  as  o^s  of  tbe  sovereign  people  of  the 
State  of  Georgia^  I  claim  to  be  heard  on  thii  floor. 
I  avail  myself  then,  sir,of  my  privilege,  not  only  as  a 
Representative,  but  as  a  coitstituent,  to  .advise  my 
feUow-cllizens  at  home  of  what  is  tranipiring  here, 
and  to  warn  them  that  a  high  discriminating  tarifl*, 
under  tbe  the  specious  garb  of  a  tax  on  luxuries,  is 
.to  be  saddled  on  them,  and  perbaj^s  on  their  po-te- 
r^y.    That  a  public  debt,  disguised  as  a  loan,  is 


preparing.for  them — that  their  bard  earnings  must 
go  to  tsapport  a  splendid  sysiem  of  internal  im- 
proventenls  by  the  General  Gi>vernment.  That 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  instead  of  being 
made  to  contribute  to  the  redaction  of  duties  on 
imports,  are  10  be  abstracted  from  that  purpose, 
and  divided  out  among  the  States  in  proportion  lo 
their  popnlation,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  paying 
the  debis  of  ihuse  States.  That  this  vacuum,  thus  pro- 
duced, of  between  three  and  fire  millions  annnally, 
is  10  be  supplied  by  increasing  the  duty  on  those  ar- 
liclts  of  commerce  which  depend  for  their  importa- 
tion into  the  country  txchtmtly  upon  the  agricultural 
productions  «f  the  South.  That  a  National  Bank, 
to  which  they  have  ever  been  opposed,  as  uneonstitn- 
tional,  as  destructive  to  their  own  Slate  institutions, 
and  as  hostile  lo  their  agricultural  and  tominercial 
prosperity,  is  to  be  fastened  on  the  country.  These 
are  the  measures,  sir,  which  have  been  openly  ad- 
vanced in  Ihis  debate— not  hinted  at  or  suggested, 
bot  boldly  proclaimed,  as  if  "by  mtlhmil^,"  lo  be  tbe 
measure  which  are  to  chsractrriz*  General  Harri- 
son^ administration.  My  object,  then,  is  to  give 
timeljr  notice  to  the  people  of  Georgia,  to  Whigs 
as  well  as  to  Democrats,  that  their  day  of  trial  is 
at  hand — that  all  the  evil  which  it  was  predicted 
wonld  follow  tbe  election  of  General  Harrison  is 
about  to  be  realized,  and  that  the  forebodings 
which  ifrete  deneaneed  in  certain  quarters  as  the  in- 
terested misrepresentations  of  political  aspirants, 
are  now  about  to  assume  the  unquestionable  cha- 
racter of  passing  events.  Sir,  said  Mr.  B.  I^qnes- 
tion  the  motives  of  no  maV;  I  shall  not  be  so  un- 
parliamentary as  to  deny  to  gentlemen  here  the 
same  rectitude  of  intention  that  I  claim  for  myself: 
but,  at  the  same  time,  my  rights  and  interests  as  a 
constituent,  and  my  high  duty  as  a  Representative, 
which  with  me  are  paramount  to  all  other  eonside- 
raiions,  constrain  me  to  speak  out  plainlyand  au- 
dibly, without  regard  to  consequences.  When  I 
do  this,  I  shall  have  done  my  duty;  and  tlie  people 
of  Georgia,  who  I  donbt  not  are  equal  to  any 
emergency,  will  most  assuredlv  do  theirs. 

Sir,  my  friend  from  New  York  [fblr.  Vander- 
poel]  delivered  yesterday  an  able  speech  in  yindi- 
catien  of  the  present  Administration.  J  listened  to 
it  with  great  pleasure,  as  a  t>rontpt  and  conclusive 
reply  to  the  binndering  attacks  Which  bad  been 
made  on  the  official  estimates;  bttt  there  was  one 
remark  of  that  gentleman  which  I  regretted  R>  bear; 
He  tuld  OS  he  bad  listened  to  so  mn<^  rant  and  gas- 
conade abont  Southern  wealth  and  importance, 
be  had  almost  concluded  that  Pennsylvania  and 
New  York  were  nothing  more  than  mere  colonies, 
in  comparison  with  some  other  States  of  the  Union. 
I  cannot  but  regret  to  hear  these  comparisons  insti- 
tuted as  to  the  relative  importance  of  ihe  North  and 
Ibe'SoQih.  But  if  gentlemen  will  talk  about  it,  I 
insist  that  justice  at  least  $hall  be  done  to  the  South. 
She  does  not  urge  the  comparison;  but  wh«n  North- 
ern gentlemen  are  making  these  unprofitable 
estimates,  let  me  ask  them  what  would  alt  their 
boasted  commercial  importance  amount  to,  without 
the  agricultural  productions  of  Ibe  S'luth.  If  the 
article  ai  cation  was  stricken  from'  their  commereial 
vocabnlary,  what  would  they  exporil  Could  they 
freight  their  ships  to  Europe  with  apple.*,  potatoes, 
onion.1,  and  wooden  nutmegs?  Let  the  production 
of  cotton  be  destroyed  at  the  South  fay  actual  legis- 
lation, or  Ihe  prevaleirce  of  the  Abolition  mania, 
and  what  would  the  State  of  Maine  do  with  her 
shipsi  Instead  of  employing  them,  as  (he  now 
does,  in  exporting  the  produce  of  the  South,  and  in 
bringingbackthemaiinfactured  goods  with  which  our 
raw  material  ispnrchiised,  her  mercbanimen  would 
freeze  in  her  docks,  and  rot  at  her  wharvef ;  un- 
less, indeed,  she  embarked  them  in  the  commenda- 
ble employment  of  abducting  our  slaves  from  their 
lawful  owners.  She  could,  it  is  true,send  a  few  "Ion?, 
low,  black  schooners"  to  Savannah,  and  down  the 
Sauthern  ecast,  in  command  of  such  men  ai  Phil- 
brook  and  Kell'ran,  who,  under  pretence  of  taking 
lumber  to  the  East,  might  stow  away  our  negroes 
between  the  interstices  of  their  timber  cargo.  But 
however  this  (ort  of  "traffic  inhuman  flesh  might  ap  • 
prove  iiaelf  to  the  philanthropic  sentiments  of  the  ad- 
vocates of  "human  rights,"  yet  I  apprehend  that  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view,  tbe  profits  of  the  voyage 
would  not  be  quite  as  large  as  if  they  had  been  ho- 


nestly employed  in  canyinj^  our  cottdn  to  Liver- 
pool or  Havre. 

[Here  Mr.  Albert  Smith  of  Main*  interposed, 
and  said  that  so  far  from  employing  "long,  low, 
black  schooners"  in  the  abduction  of  slaves  from 
Georgia  to  Maine,  he  'would  be  very  thankful  if 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  wonld .  abduct  the 
100  negroes  from  Maine  who  had  voted  against, 
and  beaten  him  in  his  own  district  at  the  last  Con- 
gressional election. 

[Mr.  Black  assured  bis  friend  if  he  would  de- 
liver these  negroes  to  him  at  his  plantation,  on  the 
Savannah-river,  at. any  time  after  the  foarth  of 
March  proximo,  he  would  employ  them  in  a  much 
better  bfbiaess  than  voting  against  and  defeatiqg 
so  dislinguiv-bcd  n  Deinocrat  as  the  gentjeman  from 
Maine.], 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  deprecate  this  sort  of  dis- 
cussion, espt'ciaKy  with  our  friends — this  unneces- 
sary comparison  between  tbe  different  sections  of 
the  Union.  All  that  I  have  said  on  tbe  subject  has 
beeu  strictly  in  reply. 

Sir,  I  take  the  liberties  of  this  debate  to  digress 
for  a  m6ment  lo  a  tepie  in  relation  to  which  much 
has  been  said,  not  only  in  this  House,  but  in  the 
newspapers  of  the  day.  I  allude  to  the  supposed 
influence  of  BHlitk  gold  in  controlling  the  elections 
which  haive  just  passed.  What  the  extent  of  that 
influence  was,  if  it  existed  at  all,  in  other  sections 
of  the  United  States,  I  cannot  assert  of  mr  own 
knowledge.  Tbe  charge  of  corruption  has  been 
.  made,  and  has  been  met  on  this  floor  by  the  gen- 
tleman frqm  Kentucky  [Gov.  Pope]  only  with  a»- 
lenet  and  alleged  eotUemft.  It  may  be  that  in  the 
dense  and  crowded  cities  of  tbe  North,  the  Blast, 
and  even  in  the  West,  tbe  "nchle  art  of  pipe  lading" 
.  was  resorted  to,  to^ecure  tbe  ascendency  of  the  mc- 
dern  Whig».  It  may  be  true,  as  I  have  seen  it 
gravely  and  circumstantially  slated,  that  in  many 
of  the  Harrison  couniies  of  Ohio  they  have  actually 
ieaten  tht  centra  at  the  late  slections  in  that  Slate. 
But  whatever  may  be  my  opinion  as  to  tbe  truth 
of  these  charges,  or  the  manner  in  .which  they 
have  been  met  with  regard  to  other  and  distant 
pans  of  the  Union,  I  am  free  to  declare  that  so  far 
as  they  relate  lo  the  State  of  Georgia — to  any  of 
my  constituents,  whether  Demoenis  or  Whigs, 
they  are  wholly  and  totally  false.  It  is  true  the 
party,  with  which  I  am  acting,  was  defeated  in  Oc 
tob«r  and  November  last,  but  it  was  because  the 
majority  of  the  people  was  persuaded  to  prefei 
General  Harriion  to  Martin  Van  Bnren — because 
they  believed  that  the  admlnisiration  of  the  formerv 
if  elected,  would  be  ^strictly  conformable  to  tbe 
rights  ana  interests  of  the  South — that  we  would 
have  no  bank — no  protective  tariff,  open  or  dis- 
guised—no internal  Improvements  by  tbe  General 
Government — no  distribution  of  the  public  lands 
for  tbe  purpose  of  assuming  the  State  debts,  or  for 
any  other  purpose — that  supposed  abuses  would  be 
reformed,  and  last,  not  least,  that  we  should  have  a 
rtlrtnelanent  of  the  expenditures  of  the  Federal 
'  GovernmAt.  Because  the  people  believed  that  these 
would  be  the  characteriatiqs  of  a  Whig  adminis- 
tration, they  thought  proper  tp  sustain  our  oppo- 
nents and  abandon  ois-  We  told  them  then, 
as  I  tell '  them  now,  that  they  were  de- 
luded and  deceived  by  Ihe  false  professions 
of  party  bacte,  and  party  leaders.  But  still  the 
people  chf'se  to  believe,  as  they  had  a  right  lo  do,  . 
in  the  truih  of  the  professions  which  were  made  to 
Iheml  That  belief,  honest,  I  have  no  doubt,  to  Ibe 
full  extent  of  it,  and  not  ihe  appliance  of  either 
British  or  American  guU,  induced  tbem  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  dominant  parly.  Nay,  sir,  so  far  from 
the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  Georgia  being 
tainted  or  touched  with  tbe  corruption  of  goW,  I  do 
not  believe  that  we  have  even  a  floating  balance 
of  popnia'inn  that  could  be  bought  by  such  vile 
means;  and  lb;  charge,  when  made  against  any 
part^  in  Georgia,  is  false,  and  a  slander  upon  the 
rrpuiaiton  of  the  Stale.  By  the  way,  said  Mr.  B. 
Mmib  I  am  talking  about  irtiery,  I  may  be  permit- 
ted to  allade  for  a  moment  lo  a  pictorial  represen- 
tation of  two  of  my  colleagues  and  myself,  which 
is  now  exposed  upon  your  avenue  to  the  public 
gaze,  and  openly  Tended  in  tbe  Whig  print  shops 
of  this  city.  I  mean  the  inat  Kbel  which  exhibits 
me  as  bought  over  by  Federal  gbl^  lo  ibe  sup- 
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port  of  Mr.  Vso  Bar«n.  I  now  denonnee  it 
as  a  Hi  in  its  inception,  a  lU  in  its  ezccntioo, 
■  Me  in  its  profualgaUtin.  I  stop  not  lo  deaoaaee 
the  poor  artis',  lo  whom  it  may' have  b«en  a  matter 
of  iD^ffertnee  wlietber  he  lUhtgnphed  ihe  truth  or 
ft  <(«,  bot  I  mean  to  reach  the  mUhor  whoarer  he 
may  be,  of  the  base  unmiiigatcd  iradDction,  and  to 
tell  him  that  not  only  my  neighbors,  who  hare 
known  me,  and  confided  in  my  inlvgri'y  frsm  my 
infhney,  but  the  whole  |>f  ople  of  Georgia  will,  a«  one 
man,  proclaim  it  to  be  a  lie.  With  many  of  the 
fraihies  of  hnmanity  lingering  aboat  me,  those 
■with  whom  I  am  daily  associated  at  home,  and 
whoknowmebest,baven«Tersaspec  ed  me,'Bor  wi'l 
they  tolerate  ihe  charge,  of  venality  and  ^na^- 
tioBi  and  the  very  surest  meansofvindicatinemycba- 
racier  from  sncbanrnyntoa<is'andrr  will  he  to  rx• 
lubitlbi«specimeno^fhig'(i<A«^n^fcy(whicbI^1ean 
to  do,  if  Providence  pernaiis  me  to  rrium)  to  rhe 

e»opIe  among  whom  I  live,  that  they  may  see  and 
now  the  means  which  have  been  resnited  toout 
of  Georgia,  for  the  purpose  of  affeoiiogmeat  home. 
I  shall  not  attempt,  said  Mr.  Black,  lo  fo'low 
the  three  gentlemen  who  led  off  this  debate  on  the 
"Whig  side  of  the  House  Ihrnngh  the  confated  and 
discordant  mass  of  figures  with  which  ibey  s»a2ht 
.0  impeach  the  accuracy  of  the  official  estimates. 
The  fate  which  awaited  them  at  their  own  hands, 
admonishes  me  of  the  impracticabilijy  of  making 
Mtimates  in  detuU,  wiihont  access  to  the  various 
foareea  of  fiscal  and  siatistiral  information  with 
wliieb  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  must  necetsa- 
rily  be  most  intimately  conversant.    Thai  faneiion- 
•ry  is  in  daily  intercourse  not  only  with  the  differ- 
ent reveniM  officers  of  his  Department,  bot  with  the 
most  extensive  and  intelligenl  mercbanis  of  our 
principal  emporiums.    It  is  his  exclusive  buciness 
10  arrange,  analyze,  and  digest  these  facts  and  this 
information,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  which  is 
so  essentially  necessary  lo  an  accurate  calculation 
of  the  receipts  and  expeoditores  of  this  vast  Go- 
Temment.    The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Barmard]  acknowledged  this  much,  when  he  ad- 
mitted his  information  to  be  necessarily  limited  and 
imperfect;  and  yet  he  dtaws  largely  on  oar  "gene- 
Totis  confidence,"  for  an  approval  ofhisconnier 
estimatas.   Why,  sir,  they  can't  agree  among-them- 
selvas.    They  tell  us  a  permanent  deSci^ncy  exists 
in  the  Treasoiy.    Well,  what  is  v.1    The  genile- 
maa  from  Maine  [Mr.  Evans]  says  it  is  somewhere 
between  |7,00O0QO  and    |10,000,000— the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  asserts  it  to  be 
f  18,000,000— and  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
Mr  Babmard]  out  figures  ibem  al',  and  tuns  it  np 
lo  140,000,000.    These  are  Ihe  doctors  who  are  to 
treat  the  body  politic  for  the  next  four  years !    Set- 
tle your  differences  among  yourselves  firsts  gen- 
tleman, before  yon  tender  us  an  issue  of  defi- 
eieney. 

Bat,  sir,  I  take  this  broad  grbtind;  and  I  call  the 
attention  of  the  Opposition  pariicnlarly  to  it.  Since 
1837,  Mr.  Van  Boren,  wiih  •  growing  and  increas- 
inir  country,  and  a  tariff  of  dutiei  gradully  dimi- 
nishing, by  the  operation  of  the  compromise  act,  has 
not  only  paid  the  debts  and  preserved  the  credit  of 
theOowrnment,  but  has  actually  reduced  the  ptib- 
lie  expenditures  nearly  ten  millions  of  dollars.  This 
is  a/aet,  worth  to  the  people  of  the  United  State* 
jnst  ten  millions  of  dollars  n^ore  than  all  the  cy- 
phering of  these  discordant  arithmeticians.  In 
1838  Ihe  expandiiures  were  reduced  ftom  those  of 
1837— in  1839  they  were  cot  down  six  millions  of 
dollars— in  1840  they  were  again  reduced  between 
two  and  three  millions.  The  President,  in  bis  last 
annnal  message,  says: 

"The  Mtlmuo.  wd  appropthuton*  for  Ui»  jnt  1838  (Iha  flnt 
ovtrwhichlbadanTcentrobwarewiiMwliaidimiDlatMd.  Tbo 
S?~*'A'?*«  *f  '**  "•"  '«'»<»l  "ix  miliioni  of  dolU™. 
Ih<w»  of  1840,  excloaire  of  diabuneinenu  for  public  debi  tud 
«TO«  claimt,  will  prob«hIr  hoc  exceed  tweDCyittoandahtll 
millloii*;  Iwlog  between  tiro  and  three  mlUiona  leae  cban  thoee 
?ii?*  P™''?'"*,^*'.  «od  nine  or  i«n  milliora  leae  iban  ihoae  ot 
1887.  Nor  iiaa  it  bean  found  neceanrj,  in  order  to  produce  ihla 
raanli,  v>  naon  lo  the  power  conferred  by  Coiwreaa,  of  poat- 
pontog  certain  ctaaaea  of  the  public  worltii  except  by  defcrrini! 
axpemlltuna  for  a  abort  period  upon  a  Iimtied  poraon  of  them- 
and  which  poatpooemeni  temiiDaied  aome  lime  aince,  at  the 
raoiMot  the 'TraaturyDaparimant.lnr  further  receipta  from  the 
hidebieri  banica,  bacama  fully  aaaurad  of  ita  ability  to  meat  them 
without prejudicainthapublicaerviceinotherraipacla.  Cauaaa 
are  in  pparuioo  which  will,  it  b  believed,  JuaUfy  a  aUll  farther 
reduction,  wilheat  Ipjury  to  any  Ifflponant  national  IniereeL 
TliaemmaaoraiiMdoiaf  the  mwpa  employed  in  Florida  hare 
Nm  giwliully  fA  gnSiy  reduced,  through  (ha  peiaeTering 


aflbrta  of  die  War  Department,-  and  a  reaaonable  hope  may  be 
antanataed  that  the  neceaaiiy  for  military  operaiiona  in  that 
quarter  will  aa>n  caaae.  The  remoral  of  the  Indiana  from 
within  our  eeltled  bordait  la  nearly  completed.  The  peneinn 
"•'•,•!>•,'''"'•  heavleat chargaa  upon  the  Treaaury.ia  rapidly 
dlmloiehln?  by  death.  The  most  coeily  of  our  public  buildjnaa 
are  either  finished,  or  nearly  so;  and  we  may,  1  ihtnk,  enWy 
proDiue  ourselrea  a  coniinued  exemption  from  border  dilll- 
culQea. 

"Th»  STailabla  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January 
"•x'^timaitd  atone  million  andahalfof  dollara.  Thueum, 
with  the  expected  rereipu  from  aM  sources  during  ihe  next 
year,  will,  it  ts  boHe»e<l,  be  sufflcieniio  enable  ihe  Goirernment 
lo  raeei  every  engaaemoni,  and  leave  a  suiiable  balance  in  the 
nreaauryauheen(loriheyfar,  if  the  remedial  measures  con- 
nected with  Ihe  euBioow  nnd  ihe  public  lan.K  hcretoiore  recom- 
mended, ahall  bo  adopied,  and  Ihe  new  approBrialions  by  Uon- 
fresa  shall  not  carry  the  expenditures,  beyond  Ihe  olllcial  aaii- 
matea." 

Bol,  fir,  what  do  we  now. heat?    Instead  of  se- 
conding ihe  economical  ^agl;efiliun^  of  the  Chief 
Magislraie,  these  relrenohini;  gentlemen,  who  last 
year  were  fui*  bringing  down  the  expenses  if  ihe 
Federal  Government  lo  ihe  point  at  which  Mr. 
Adams  bad  it,  ($13,000,000.)  are  now  lauDiing  us 
with  a  close  and  niggardly  parsimony.    Instead  of 
responding  affirmatively  to  the  reeommendalion  of 
Mr.  Van  Boren  that  "Cor.grett  thill  not  carry  (ht 
txpendUuret  ieyund  iht  official  eitimales,"  their  ny  is 
"give  us  more."  The  gf ntlemao  from  Maine  [Mr. 
EvAHS]  tel'aus  we  ought  lo  m»k«  "Utralandabun- 
doiU a;7^(iprtali«tM,  and  bis  coadjutor  t rom  New  Yoi k 
to  whom  I  have  josi  alluded,  fills  up  this  broad  and 
indefinite  outline,  by  iosiiting  on  vast  appropria- 
tions for  riven>,  harbors,  roads,  and  canals— (or  the 
Northeastern  frontier— for  building  splendid  war 
steamers- for  ontfiis.and  salaries  for  a  new  set  of 
ministers  and  duargei  to  foreign  court!> — for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  4lb  insialmeni  to  the  Stales— for  French 
spoliations,  and   the   thousand  claims  for  money 
wbitdi  crowd  > our  table.    And  strange  to  tell,  not- 
withstanding   their-  dis^otting   clamor  last  year 
abfnl   Mr.  Van  Boren's   "royal    establishment," 
they  are  now  adaally  demaodiDg  another  appro- 
priation to  bny  more  furniture  for  the  log  cabin 
candidate.    What !  are  not  the  (afrotireUo,  the  gold 
spoon',  Ihe  $1,500  French  bed^^tead,  good  enough 
for  oM  Tp?    Is  the  »«U  pine  taU,"  on  which  Mr. 
Van  Boren  ea's  his  dinner,  to  be  refUlCfed  by  con- 
ly    mahogony,  or  most  you  have  a  more  splendid 
pUltau  than  the  one  which  now  adorns  the  Prefi- 
dent'i  table,  and  about  the  cost  and  extravagance 
of  which  you   descanted  before  the  e{<e'ion,  $o  eco- 
nomically  to  Iha  people?    I  am  aware,  sir,  thai 
cowisTWtcr,  althoogh  a  jewel,  i&not  the  question 
now  ia  order  before  the  committee,  or  -I  might  go 
on  to  show  the  inconrijlfliey  between  the  present 
demands  and  the  former  prufessioos  of  these  admi- 
rable relrenchert. 

These,  sir,  are  the  answers  which  are  mm  given, 
»» the  nform  party,  to  Mr.  Van  Baren's  reoommea. 
dation  that  "Congress  ♦hall  not  carry  ihe  expendi- 
inres  beyond  Ihe  oflicial  estimates;"  and  given,  loo, 
in  the  face  of  their  declarations  that  the  Govarnment 
is  largely  in  debt.  Grant,  sir,  that  ibere  is  a  defi- 
ciency m  the  Treasury— ia  ibis  the  way  to  supply 
or  retrieve  hJ  What  makes  a  <M<!toio»?  The  le- 
gislation of  Congress;  for  wiihont  the  "authority  of 
law"  the  Executive  cannot  draw  one  dollar  cut  of 
the  pnblre  eoffeta.  How  shall  we  retrieve  ibis  al* 
leged  defieit?  By  "liberal  and  abundant  appropria- 
lions"  for  a  wild,  extravagant,  and  splendicf  system 
or  internal  improvements?  By  voting  new  ontfiis 
for  partisan  ministers?  Bv  taying  ont  millions  on 
milhona  upon  coasts,  harbors,  fortiBcaiioB»,  and 
steam  ships,  when  there  is  bo  necessity  for  it?  By 
offering  inducrmentt  to  the  thousand  specula'ors 
who  crowd  your  lobbias  lo  revive  their  exploded 
claims?  By  spending  another  $90,000  to  refit  the 
White  House  for  the  reception  of  the  "old  farmer  " 
whose  chief  merit  it  was,  but  a  few  months  ago,  lo 
live  in  a  log  cabin  and  drink  hard  cider  ont  of  a 
gourd? 

Is  this  the  way  to  fill  up  an  empty  Treasury? 
Strange  and  unaccountable  as  it  may  reem  lo  the 
thousands  of  honest  men  who  were  deluded  into 
the  support  otthe  Whig  parly  by  professions  of 
retreochmenl  and  reform;  astoanding  as  it  may  be 
to  those  who  are  quietly  pursuing  their  daily  labor 
at  a  distance  from  fh«  scence  which  is  now  passing 
palpably  and  tangibly  before  me— yet  it  is  even  so! 
We  are  in  debt,  they  say;  but  whh  the  honorable 
exceptions  of  the  gentlemen  ftom  Virginia,  [t/b. 
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Wisi  and  Mr.  Mallort,]  and  the  geolleman  froa 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Alpord]  who,  of  the  Whig  party, 
daring  ihis  debate^  have  even  uttered  the  word 
■relrttuiinunt,  or  offered  to  cut  down  ihe  expeadi- . 
lures  to  Ihe  receipi.-?  It  would  occur  to  plain,  ho- 
nest, UD^nphislieated  men,  that  this  was  M<  mttf 
prac'teoile  way,  wiihont' raiMDg  your  (axes,  of  fill- 
ingup  this  vaunted  vacnum  lu  the  Treasnry.  Bat 
noi  content  with  these  extraordinary  demands  far 
more  money,  when  they  say  there  is  mo  meouy,  ibej 
go  fnnher.  It  is  now  disiioclly  proposed  by  Qhis. 
Harrison's  friends,  with  the  above  exceptions,  lo 
distribute  the  proceeds  Of  the  public  lands  amoM 
the  States. 

Those    whose    occupations    will    not    permit 
them  lo  come  here  and  gee  and  know  for  ihem- 
selves,  are  anwilling  to  believe  itat  the  Whig  party 
intend  lo  effect  this  distribution  amm;  the  States; 
inach  less  do  they  believe  that  this  Government  b 
about  to  asfume  indirrcily  the  debts  of  the  Stat's 
by  this '  distribnUon.    Why,  sir,  even  intetj^goit 
men  ia  Georgia  seriously  doubt  whether  this  can 
be  so.    If  the  proof  of  it  depended  upon  my  pec- 
sonal  knowledge  of  the  fact,  it  may  be  that  I  could 
not  make  out  s,  point-blank  cassj  but  so  far  as  the 
proof  o(  party  measures   depend  upon  ihe  dec'ara- 
lionsof  leading  men  who  comp'se  the  paly,  there 
can  no  lonfser  Se  any  doubt  in  the  min'fs  of  those 
who  are  willing  to  be  convinced  by  the  tmtb.    I 
wil  venture  to  say  that  there  is  no  Senator  ia  the 
other  end  of  ihe  Cspiiol  who   has  not  heard  Mr. 
CLiv,Mr.  WKBST«R,and  Mr.  CaiTTufDENoverand 
often  announce  this  assumption,  either  directly,  or 
periphrastically.  Why,  sir,  ii  is  ihe  burtJen  of  iheir 
song;  ihey  sing  it  every  I'ay,  not  only  to  their  old 
lune  of  distribu'ion,  but  to  their  new  variation  of 
"our  obligations  to  the  Stales."    Who  doubts  it  in 
Ihis  Hon^e?    Who  will  rise  and,  in  ibe  aame  of 
Ihe  Wh'g  party,  deny  that  it  is  one  of  ibeir  mtm.- 
sores.?    Did  not  tbe  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Wise]  who,  even  his  eeemiw  will  ad- 
mit, is  first  among  the  foremost  ef  the  Whies,  get 
np  here  ihe  other  day  and  not  only  mnotmee  it,  bmt 
deneiinee  it  a»  sue*?    Did  any  one  of  bis  Irienda  or 
opponents  contradict  him?    No,  sir,  not  one.    Let 
Ihe  people  of   Georgia  know,  then,  Ibat  this  is 
another  of  the  fruits  of  the  tree  they  planted.     Be- 
tween  ibiee  and  five  millions  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  are  lo  be  annually  abstracted  from  a 
depleted  Treasury,  to  be  given  to  the  Siatea,  and 
the  manner  in  which  these  gentlemen  propose  to 
Jill  up  the  vacHvm  (by  an  increase  of  the  tariff,)  I 
will  endeavor  preseiflly  to  expt^se  to  mj  consiita- 
enis,  when  I  come  to  notice  the   extraordmarr 
speech  of  my   cslleague,  [Mr.    Nssarr.]     Bot, 
sir,  1  am   opposed    to    this   diMrVmtion  beeaose 
it  leads  to  an  assumption  by  this  Guvernmeat  of 
Stale  debts,  and  I  am  opposed  to  that  beanse  those 
debts  amount  10  the  enormous  and  alarming  sum  o{ 
#800,000,000— nay,  even  the  annaal  interest  on 
this  extraordinary  debt  is  J20,O00,OOO.    I  am  op- 
posed to  it  because,  if  it  becomes  the  settled  policy 
of  this  Goverflment,  I,  as  one  of  the  people  of 
Georgia,  shall  be  taxed  indirectly,  by  an  increase  of 
tariff  duties  oa  imports,  to  replace  the  three,  four  w 
five  millions,  or  even  more,  which  are  thus  lo  be 
abstracted  and  distributed.    For  we  have  no*  no 
surplus  revenae,  and  I  hope  we  never  shaU  have. 
Therefore  every  dollar  that  is  now  labenont  of  onr 
already  deficient  Treasnry  for  extraordinary  pnr- 
po%t,  must  and  will  be  supplied  immediately,  for 
ihe  ordinary  wants"  of  Government,  from  that  only 
other  source  of  revenue — a  tariff  on  import*.    I 
am  opposed  to  il  because  this  increase  ef  the  tariff, 
necessarily  conjequent  upon  the  distribulion  of  the 
proceeds  of  ihe  public  lands  n>n.«t  fall  most  heavi- 
ly on  the  Soatfa — the  cotton  growing  and  revenae 
yiejding  South.    I  am  opposed  to  it,  leo,  beeaosa 
while  Georgia  owes   comparatively  nothing,  she 
will  thus  be  made  to  contribute  far  b^ood  the  pro- 
portion of  her  taxable  property  and  popnlation,  to 
the  payment  of  an  enormous  debt,  for  which  she 
never  has,  and  never  Will,  receive  a  cent  of  bene- 
fit.   I  subjoin  the  following  uble  of  the  debts  of 
the  different  Stales,  and  although  I  cannot  pretend 
to  figure  against  the  gentleman  fhim  New  York 
(who  foots  np  the  present  deficit  at  $40,000,000)  yet 
my  constitnents  may  ascertain,  by  calculating  for 
th«ase]ve*,ibeMioaBtofibpir  liabilities  (oHeciively 
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H-  ot  Reps. 


«ad  iadiTidaaUf ,  if  this  Whig 
Uwof  «he  land. 

8UMfc  issoed,  and  anlhorited 
StattB.   . 

Ifaasaebnseitt 

New  York 

P«iui«]rlTani« 

Maryland 

TiFgioia    .  .     '      . 

Soaih  Carolina 

Gtoorgia    -.  ^ 

Kenmeky  .  . 

TeoMSM*  « 

Ohio 

LooisiiiMt  . 

Indiana 

Mi«Bi»ij|»pi 

lUinois 

Aiatema   • 

Maine  . 

Mnaoori    .  - 

Arka&aaa  . 

Michigan  . 

Florida     . 


nuasQffi  isiBiftde  a 

to  be  issaed  by  the 

^  943,197  93 

13,394,018  19    . 

37,665,003  » 

16,407,00!  39 

6,663  (f&  17 

-  fr,753,7»  13 

1,500,000  00 

7,369t00q  00 

1,789,166  66 

10,030,163. 71  ' 

93,139  ego  00 

14,717,000"00 

7,000,000  00 

11,600.000  00 

15,700,000'  00 

554*97«  00 

9,500,000  00 

3,100,000  00 

5,340,000  00 

3,900.000  00 


1^183,064,385  48 
The  above- table  is  abstneied  from  Trotter's 
Finaneesof  the  United  States,  an  English  txftlr, 
^nbliahed  in  Liondon  as  long  ago  as  December, 
1839.  I  do  not  gire  it  as  exhibiting  an  accnraie 
am#ailt  of  the  debts  of  the  States  at  this  time,  be- 
caiise,  in  some  instances,  a  portion  of  the  stocks 
•■diorised  to  be  isstted  by  certain  of  the  States, 
haa  Boi  yet  been  disposed  ot;  and  besides  aome 
UiM  hwelapeedsinee  the  compilation.  However, 
it  will  serve  to  show  which  of  the  Stales  are  in- 
debted, and  will  indicate  something  like  the  amonnt 
of  their  debts,  f'rom  ihe  best  information  I  can 
g«ther,the  present  aggregate  of  the  whole  debt  is 
eimsiderably  over  *300,000,000;  and  tbeannsal  inte* 
net  thereon,  as  I  have  already  showa,  is  nearly 
190,000,000. 

Sir,  I  confess  I  was  astonished  and  mortified  at 
tbe  speech  ef  ny  honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Nks- 
VT,]  who  sacceeded  ihe  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mc  Bbett.]  I  do  not  intend  to  attack 
tbe  motives  of  thai-  gentleman,  or  to  express  eren 
■  stispicionof  his  intentions;  but  while  I  willingly 
concede  this  much  to  him,  and  promise  to  set  do#n 
nothing  in  malice,  I  shall  speak  plainly  and  can* 
didly  of  the  poaitivn  he  attumed,  and  of  the  conse- 
qnencea  likely  to  result  ttom  it.  The  moie  I  see 
of  that  gentleman,  sir,  the  more  I  am  convinced  of 
bis  firattess  and  resolaiion.  I  will  not  say  that  he 
ever  was  a  nallifier,  eotumwu;  but  that  he  professed 
to  be  a  State  Rights  man.and  was  willing  to  take  the 
advantages  of  nallification  principles,  however  he 
may  have  found  it  convenient  to  shnn  the  odiam  of 
the  name,  he  himself  will  not  deny.  His  old  asso- 
ciates, then,  for  the  sake  of  their  principles,  to  the 
soecess  of  which  he  is  indebted  for  his  present  ele- 
vation, otight  to  have  been  secdre  from  any-  detrac- 
lion,  either  direct  or  indirect,  at  his  hands.  Bat  in 
bishasie  to  commend  himself  to  his  new  and  nn- 
nataral  allies,  he  has  the  boldness  to  tarn  npon  his 
•M  coadjaiors,  and,  with  a  small  bat  bitter  vitupe- 
ration, assail  them  and  their  principles  in  an  isapro- 
Toked  attack  apon  the  distiogaished  Carolinian 
who  represents  the  palmetto  State  in  the  o^er  end 
^  ibis  Capitol. 

Doe«  not  that  gentleman  know  that  tbe  majority 
of  this  world  has  not  yeibeen  able  to  dislingnish 
between  measure?  and  meo7  Does  he  not  know 
diat  the  eminentstatermao,  against  whom  he  harled 
the  shafts  of  his  new-born  indignation,  has,  by  his 
•hie  and  fearless  vindication  of  the  rights  of  the 
SriTCS,  identified  himself  with  the  pnneiplu  npon 
wluch  those  rights  depend?  Does  he  not  know 
ilutt  any  assanlt  he  may  make  again«t  that  tu(es- 
man,  personally,  must  reooil  from  the  man  to  the 
political  system  of  which  he  is  justly  regarded  as 
the  head  and  ftonil  Wherefore  the  necessiiy  of 
wandering  from  the  question  before  the  Hoos^  to 
jqfteak  of  John  0.  Calhoun  as  a  political  comet, 
wild  and  errant  in  his  course,  coming  from  whence 
be  knew  not,  and  going  whither  no  man  coald  tell; 
as  a  politician  who  onght  to  have  «  straight  jacket; 
and  as  a  leader  whom  he  could  not  follow?  Sir,  I 
tUnk  my  CQ}le9gne  onght  to  be  able  to  teUwheiMi 


Mr.'Calbean  came  en  Uu  State  Mights  quatitn,  and 
whither  he  went;  for  the  gentleman  him^lf,  what- 
ever he  may  now  think  o(  it,  was,  in  that  celebrated 
progress,  the  travelling  companion  of  the  great 
Ntillifier.  Althongh  he  may  liave  worn  no 
badge  by  which  he  night  be  muriied  and 
distingnithed,  yet  he  had  oat  coQnter^igD,  and 
was  certainly  at  that  time  in  the  State  Riiihts 
camp,  wherever  he  may  now  be.  Ifotwithstanding 
all  this,  he  affects  to  be  extremely  inorant  of  Mr. 
Calhoon's  "tohereabmU."  As  a  Sonthem  S>ate 
Rights  man, I  most  decidedly^object  lo  this  nnpro- 
voked  attack  npon  an  individual,  who,  in  tbe-hoar 
of  oor  nimoei  need,  defended  as  and  onr  rights  with 
an  ability  and  constancy  equalled  only  by  the  pa- 
triotism with  whioh  he  was  ready  and  willing  to 
sacrifice  himself  for  the  good  of  his  countiy.  Sir, 
.the  gentleman's  arrows  were  well  dipped,  bat  his 
bow  was  too  weak.  He  may  exercise  his  archery 
if  he  will,  but  his  shafts  fall,  as  Ibey  ever  must, 
far  short  of  the  bright  and  derated  object  at  which 
he  would  hurl  them. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  h|id  just  alluded  to  his  colleague's 
/trtiiMie;  he  could  not  but  do  so  again,  for  no  man 
as  a  Representative  of  the  South,  conld  make, 
such  a  speech  as  the  gentleman  had  jgst  delivered 
'  upon  the  "(ar^ 9ites(ton,"without'nttetly  disregard- 
ing consequences. 

°  [Mr.  NisBET  explained.  He  had  no  idea  that 
his  colleague  wonid  intentionally  misrepresent  him 
he  therefore  asked  hin  to  bear  in  mind  thit, 
tbrongbont  the  whole  of  his  speech,  he  bad  prolest- 
ed  against  a  tariff  for  protection,  and  that  he  advo- 
cated duties  for  revenue  only.] 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.  I  repeat  again,  T  do  not  question 
(he  gentleman's  mptives.  1  freely  concede  to  hira 
all  the  benefit  of  "good  inlenlians."  He  has  a  per- 
fect right,  as  an  individual,  to  choose  his  posilion^ 
that  I  shall,  not  qtiestion;  but  when  he  speaks  here 
as  my  representative,  I  mnst  be  permitted  to  dis- 
sent from  the  doctrines  he  his  thoocht  proper  to 
advance.  Nor  shall  I  misrepresent  his  remarks— 
I  remember  them  well,  for  ihey  »>unded  ominously 
on  my  ear.  The  gentleman  did  say,  more  than 
once,  (and  I  thongbt  he  was  unusually  tolieitcns 
lo  impre<s  it  on  his  hearers,)  that  be  was  opposed 
to  a  proteciive  tariff,  and  advocated  duties  only  for 
revenue.  That  was  his  text,  but  did  he  sliek  to  it? 
We  shall  see. 

In  the  first  place,  '*he  advocated  duties  onlffor 
riventu,"  What  sort  of  a  revenue?  For  a  reve- 
nue commensurate  with  the  demands  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Barnaho,]  who  esti- 
mated the  deficit  of  the  Treasury  at  (40,000,000: 
to  which  we  mttsi  add  his  estimates  for  the  current 
expenses,  not  only  of  1841,  but  of  1843?  If 
my  colleague  is  willing  to  raise  a  revenue  by 
means  of  a  tariff  sufficient  to  cover  these  liberal  tt- 
(imola,  I  apprehend  he.  will  find  but  few  of  bis  (wn- 
stitaents  who  would  go  with  him.  This  is  an  im- 
portant point  on  which  we  are  left  to  grope  oar 
way.  through  at;  indefinite  generality,  and  I 
protest  against  leaving  open  any  door  through 
which  these  "liberal  estimates"  of  avowed  ta- 
riff men  may  be  forced  upon  us  beieafler  un- 
der the  guise  of  "Attus  for  revenue  only." 

We  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Oeorgia  ihat 
he  will  support  and  maintain  the  comprtHnise  act 
of  March  3d,  1833— for  that  "it  settles  a  great  con- 
servative principle  for  the  Somh."  The  only 
"e«iwerva(im  prtneipte"  in  favor  of  the  South  which 
that  act  settles,  is  to  be  found  in  the  third  section, 
in  these  woids^:  "And  such  duties  shall  be  laid  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  such,  revenue  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  an  economical  administration  of  (he 
Qovemment"  So  far  as  that  principle  is  concerned, 
I  am  willing  to  support  it  myself,  but  to  the  two 
other  principles  contained  in  this  tection,  to  wit: 
tht  cath  iutin,  and  the  ft<tn<  oaluofioii,  I  am  op- 
posed upon  the  gronnd  that  their  insertion  in  the 
act  was  a  reservation  in  favor  of  Ihe  tariff  interest 
of  the  North,  which  of  itself  stamped  upon  tbe  law 
of  1833  Ihe  character  of  a  "eompromiM"  between 
the  conflicting  claims  of  the  high  tariff  inen  and 
those,  who  ofpoatd  fftot  inifuiteul  ty*(«m.  I  op- 
pose them  becadse  when  they  shall  come  into  full 
operation  after  the  3d  Jane,  1843,  ihey  will  run  up 
the  maximum  of  SO  per  cent.  datie«  on  imporu, 
M  nomtMUly  setUed  by  that  act  to  50  or  60  per 


crnt.«ii  vuUtem.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  VAicinMPOBL]  proved  that  these  two 
conservative  principles  which  my  colleague  woold  ' 
support  and  maintain,  would  have  precisely  Out 
eSeet,  to  wit:  that  this  SOper  cent,  duty ,<  when  Je-- 
vied,  as  it  mwt  be  if  this  eomprsenK  is  iMkiaiaited, 
after  the  3d  June,  1843,  "in  ready  moiMy,"  and 
that  too  npon  "goods,  'warea^  and  merehandiae," 
valued  "at  the  port  wbefe  die  same  shall  be 
eniered,"  will  be  increased  to  «  oomfortable  tax 
of  50  or  60  per  cent,  nlmisreai,  witbont  Imita- 
tion as  to  time.  For  althongh  the  act  provides  for  a 
redaction  of  duties  "in  the  contingency,  either  of 
of  e*c«*t  or  deficiency  of  revinue,"  die  expendi- 
tures, if  we  may  judge  of  the  future  by  the  "tUtral 
utimMta"  of  the  present,  will  always  be  made  to 
keepjiace  with  any  "exeea"  of  levenne  that  may 
aoeme.  , 

Let  me  illustrate  theee  eonsenMim  prvuipltt 
which  my  colleague  would  maintain,  and  by  the 
■«  of  a  few  fgets  and  figures  show  tbe'  efiiect  tbey 
will  have  on  the  consumers  of  imports,  who  widi  as, 
for  the  moet  pan,  are  the  prodnoers  of  exports,  and 
whovat  last,  it  is  conceded,  must  pay  this  insidi- 
oua  lax.  The  committee  will  remember  that  tbe 
imports  of  1840  were  mvch  lower  than  those  of 
any  other  year  since  1833,  when  tbey  amomtted 
to  only  1101,039,966.  In  1836,  they  reached  to 
1189,^80,035.  But  take  the  imports  of  1840.^ 
1104,805,981— a  tariff  of  50  per  cent  o&  Ihat 
amonnt  would  produce  a  revenue  of  $53,403,990  I 
Is  my  colleague  willing  te  sostain.  a  "eompremist" 
that  in  all  prebabili^  will  produce  sneh  a  revenue? 
Let  us  snppoee,  however,  ttiat  the  cash  daiieaand 
home  valuation  wiUnot  increase  thiaoompromlse  30 
per  cent,  to  more  than  35  per  cent;  even  that  iCriff  of 
daties  on  itae  unusually  small  importation  ot  1840, 
will  yield  to  the  Oovernment  136,301,495— this 
added  lo  (4,0004)00  from  the  sales  of  tbe  public 
lands  will  give  yon  (30,301,495  per  annum.  Is 
any  Soaihrm  nun  prepared  to  support  a  "eoniprii- 
mtM"  Ihat  will  throw  this  amount  anmuUly  into  the 
Treasury?  (to  say  say  nodiing  of  the  revenue  that 
would  aecrne  from  a  tax  of  50  pier  ccnu  instead  of 
35  per  cent,  apon  an  average  importation  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  millions?)  This  esUmate  is 
made  npon  as  reduced  a. scale  as  any  gentleman 
could  require;  and  even  at  that  rate  we  should 
have,  in  a  short  time,  another  surplus  revenue^  to 
scramble  for,  besides  the  burden  it  would  im- 
pose upon  the  people.  The  public  expendi- 
tores  have,  for  tbe  last  few  years,  exceeded 
the  usual  expenses  of  the  Oovernment  in 
conseqaenee  of  the  extraordinary  character  of  the 
exigencies  which  demanded  tbem,  but  ttom  oanses 
nowinopera>ion,  as  has  already  been  diown,  we 
h«ve  a  reaaonable  expectation  that  diey  will  eon- 
tinae  to  leoede  in  amount,  especially  if  tbe  nlrendh- 
tnent  advised  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  bis  last  mas- 
sage, and  ik«r«j<^«  promised  by  the  Whigs,  be  ho- 
nestly and  efficiently  carried  out  by  Congress.  The 
expenditores  for  1841,  for  ordinary  porpoees,  are 
e^UmateAat  |19,950,000;  wiib  economy  we  may 
hope  to  find  them  in  a  few  years  down  to  (15,000,- 
OOO,  and  yet,  with  this  prospect  in  view,  my  col- 
league  will  sapport  and  maintain  a  eeogmmise 
which,  at  tbe  lowest  and  moet  reasonable  calcula- 
tion, must  yield,  in  conjunciioa  with  the  sales  of  the 
pnblie  domain,  «<  tent  (30,301,475  per  annom. 
AgaiiKt  supporting  such  a  eompromise,  I,  as  a  re- 
presentative, and  as  one  of  the  people  of  Qeorgif , 
do  most  solemnly  protest.       , 

Tbe  committee  are  aware  Ihat  the  ganlemaa 
from  New  York  has  given  notice,  that  if  the  enact- 
ing daose  of  this  bill  is  stricken  out,  be  will  move 
the  imposition  of  a  lax  on  Mkt  aadiointt,  end  other 
Ittxmier,  this,  wiih  the  other  proposidon  M  lax 
linen  fabrics  and  pbu,  leaves  ne  doubt  on  my  mind 
of  die  settled  determinatioa  of  the  great  majority 
of  the  Whig  party,  itt  diis  Hoose,  to  fix  npon  the 
next  Administration  die  poHcy  of  a  high  proleeuve 
tariff.  To  the  tax  on  French  silks  and  wmea» 
which  above  all  odiers  would  be  most  miscbievotis 
to  the  cotton  and  tobacco  growing  Slates,  my  col- 
leacoe  gives  bis  hearty  assent.  Let  na  see  if  diat 
assent  oompons  widi  his  deelafation  diat  he  was 
opporedto  a  tariff  for  protection,  and  advocated 
daties  only  for  revenue. 

What  is  tte  fact  widi  ngaid  to  Qm  eonsonpuon 
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U  silk*  at  tk0  Soatht  They  tev*  Kiown  into  ge*. 
a«ml|  nay  ioto  almost  «ai?er«al  oKithry  aft  no 
lOBetriobtt  looked  en  as  tumria,  at  least  aot.as 
lasHries  eonfiaed  to  ibe  aae  of  the  rich.  Almost 
evnjr  Mao,  poor  or  nob,  in  the  region  where 
I  rande  indolges  bis  wife  aad  daoghier  in  the  oae 
of.ihia  elrgant  and  snbstsntial  article.  To  the 
extent  then,  sirju>  wliieb  siUis  are  used  at  the  Sontb, 
an  the  cotton  goods  of  NortbCro  msanfactories 
ezeliided.  Tiie  mannfaeturer  sharpened  by  bis 
iaietesi,  sees  and  fut$  this — prompted  by  his  cupi- 
diqr,anid  regardless  of  oar  lights  and  prelerenee», 
he  is  BOW  striking  at  ibe  imports  ofsilk  by  attempt- 
id^  t«  tax  then  with  a  doty  of  30  per  cent.  By 
ye«r  eiisflng  laws  ibey  are  free — our  farmers' 
wirea  .and  ctaaghtcrs,  under  this  free  importation, 
ean  afford  to  wear  them  as  well  ss  the  wives  and 
danghters  of  the  wealthy  merchants,  or  the  bankers; 
bat  raise  the  dnty  SO  per  cent,  almost  one-fonrth  of 
the  ralneof  the  article,  and  tack  on  to  it  cash 
duties,  and  a  home  valdation,  and  yon  ffitfctaally 
deny  to  the  poor  man  what  the  wealth  of  bis  neieh*- 
bar  may  siill  enable  hitn  to  enjey.  Th«  maaofsc- 
torer  thus  hopes  to  exp«l  silks  from  the  South  and 
to  fill  ap  the  vacaum  with  hit  own  cotton  fabrics. 
Strange  to  $ay,  ibis  ezpnlsion  of  silks  has  been 
urged  as  an  ''anaitswered  and  an  unanswerable 
a»gameat"  why  the  Sontfa  shoold  acquiesce  ia  a 
tax  <m  wines  and  silks;  that  in  pr  jportioo  as  silk 
wks  expelled,  the  consumption  of  cotton  would  be 
in^steased.  This  would  nndonbtedly  be  a  bard  ar- 
gnment'in  the  mouth  of  a  Northern  manufacturer} 
but  when  med  by  a  Etonthem  man  to  the  Somb,  tte 
reply  ia  evident  and  oonclnsive.  Al'hoegb  this  ex. 
pulsion  of  silk  might  emnpel  us  to  eonsurae  more 
of  the  manufactured  article,  I  deny  that  i  twould  in. 
crease  ibe  consumption  -of  the  taw  material,  in 
whuA  the  produceer  is  mainly  interested,  for  even 
as  things  now  are,  the  home  factories  are  fully  sup- 
plied, and  any  increased  supply  of  the  unwroui;ht 
staple  in  that  quarter  would  fiiut  the  market,  and  s>Ul 
farther  reduce  i'S  diminished  value.  In  addition  to 
the  mmjmMsiI'  upon  which  this  iddional  consump* 
tion  would  be  based,  it  would  not  only  be  destruc- 
tive of  the  advantages  rasnitieg  from  fne  IrMit, 
biKit  weald  be  elosing^  a  profitable  foreign  market^ 
from  whenee  our  cotton  is  not  returned  to  us, 
and  EubsUiuting  therefor  a  less  profitable  mar- 
ket  at  Ibe  North  from  which  we  shotdd  receive 
payment  for  the  law  material  in  the  same  commo- 
dity wrought  up,  being  oauide  to  pay,  in  Ibe  mean 
tiiiie,ihe'^«fitaof  the  manufacturer.  Is  not  this 
a  "  )»r«le«i<on"  of  Nortbam  manufacturers  at  the 
expoiae  of  our  eonsiiluantsi  And  yet  my  colleague 
is  williBK  to  lend  his  aid  to  a  measure  which  will 
surely  effect  it.  So  we  see  that  pn>^tii«»,  at  least 
In  this  case,  is  one  thing,  and*  practice  quite  an 
other. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  tax  on  wines  and  silks  is  a 
Mow stmekdirectly  at  the  South — at  the  cotton 
and  lobaeeo  growioc  States.  By  the  treaty  of  Pa- 
ris, condoded  in  1831,  a  system  of  eomu^lal  re- 
eiproeity  was  established  between  the  French  and 
this  country  highly  benefidal  to  both  parties,  and 
injuriona  to  no  o'be.  Under  that  treaty  our  eom- 
mereO'With  Krance,  which  before  wascomfiarative- 
ly  limited,  extended  itcslf  rapidly,  and  was  matn> 
tained  prinoipally  by  the  ncperis  of  Southern  rot- 
ton.  For  a  period  of  five  years  past  oar  exports  to 
French  ports  bare  varied,  in  round  nnmbers,  from 
eighteen  millions  to  twenty  millions  per  annum,  of 
'  which  the  exports  of  cotton  alone  amnunted  to  be- 
tween thirteen  and  seventeen  millions  aHnoally,  the 
bal&nee  being  of  tobacco  and  rice.  Now,  instead 
of  sendini;  back  to  us,  as  the  English  do,  the  greater 
part  of  Ibis  cotton,  in  wrought  goods,  and  thus  sad- 
dling-us  as  consumers  with  all  the  intermediate  ex- 
penses accruing  Off  tbe  commodity  .from  its  produc- 
tion to  its  consumption,  tbe  French  return  to  us 
only  about  erne  million  Of  cotton  manuf«ciures  an- 
nnaliy,  nearly  the  whole  balance  being  paid  to  ns 
in  silks  and- wines.  They  then  consume 'among 
themselves,  one  year  with  another,  an  average  of 
qoite  fifieen  millions  of  Sonthem  cotton,  to  say  no- 
thing of  rice  and  tobacco,  for  which,  as  I  said  be- 
fore, Ihey  pay  na  with  their  silks  and  wines.  Now, 
put  a  lax  of  SO  per  cent,  on  these  articles,  and  eoa- 
pleMdk'iti'aB  yon  mutt,  if.  you  maintain  the  com- 
proasiBe  net,  cash  duties  and  a  home  valaaticn,  and 


what  do  you  effect?  Why,  you  clotenp  tbis  out- 
let for  our  cotton  by  taxing,  almost  to  prohibition, 
the  very  articles  with  whichalone  the  French  can 
pay  us  for  our  raw  material.  WhaLfunher  do  yon 
eSecil  Wby,  yon  throw  back  annually  upon 
the  bauds  of  ifae  planters  $15,000,000  worth  of 
their  cotton,  France  cannot  buy  it;  -England  is 
supplied  without  ii,  and,  moreover,  is  preparing  to 
grow  her  own  eotton;  you  have  stifled  tbe  fo- 
reign market  by  your  legislation,  and  ifae  Northern 
weaver  steps  in  and  buys  it  at  6veor  six  cents  per 
pound'. '  A  propitious  state  of  affaii-s  for  the  farmer  1 
But,  notwithstanding,  mv  colleague  is  «il Jog,  not 
only  to  maintain  tbe  compromise,  but  to  tax  wines 
and  silks,  ht  the  suegestion  of  one  of  the  lankest 
tariff  men  in  this  House. 

Again,  sir,  in  proportion  as  yon  depress  the  com- 
merce of  France,  the  friend  and  supporter  of  our 
colonial  struggles  for  liberty  and  a  imlional  exi«t- 
encQ)  yon  elerate  that  of  Qreat  Briiain.  The^ 
two  nations  are  the  only  great  rivals  tor  our  trade; 
and  while  I  would  extend  the  principles  of  free 
trade,  upon  the  broad  ground  of  justice  and  equality, 
to  our  Saxen  forefaibens  I  would  cerlainly  do  no- 
thing to  swell  her  commercial  importance  over  tbe 
jast  claims  of  our  first  friend  and  ancient  ally. 
England  at  ibis  moment  is  psrvadiDg  the  whole 
earth.  She  is  stretching  her  graspibg  and  power- 
ful arm  over  tbe  four  quarters  ef  tbe  globe.  En- 
fope,  Asia,  Africa,  and  America  are  the  objec;s  of 
her  towering  and  insatiate  ambition.  She  has  co- 
lonized India;  she'  is  pushing  her  trade  with  the 
Celestial  Empire  "by  tbe  grace  of  God  and  gun- 
powder;" she  is  dictating  terms  to  be  lligerani  thrones 
and  rebellious  vicjrny.<;  she  is  openly  attempting 
to  dismember  one  of  the  sovere-gn  Slites  of  this 
Union,  and  she  is  silently  erecting  her  standard 
upon  our  territory  at  the  momh  cf  the  Oregon. 
Nay,  sir,  pretending  to  suppress  the  slave  trade  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  she  has  recently  boarded  and 
searched,  under  circumstances  of  insult  and  aggra- 
vation, an  American  merchantman,  bearing  "the 
broad  stripes  an(l  prond  stars"  of  these  independent 
and  United  States  Her  Minister  near  this  Go- 
vernment has  recently  avouched  the  act  of  a  British 
subject  which  resulted  in  the  destrnction  of  Ibe 
lives  and  property,  within  our  own  limiN,  of  the 
citizens  of  New  York.  With  these  facts  staring 
us  in  tbe  face,  with  this  Idng  account  unsettled  be- 
tween us  and  this  marauding  power,  is  there  an 
American  statesman  on  this  floor  who  is  ready  to 
lend  our  legislation,  however  indirectly,  to  British 
interest;,  at  the  expense  not  only  of  our  own  peo- 
ple, btit  of  the  French  na'ion,  our  old  and  well 
tried  friendtl  Sir,  1  address  myself  to  the  Sontb; 
England  has  taken  her  stand  in  tbe  ranks  of  tbe 
Abolitionists;  the  proceedings  of  the  World's  Con- 
vention in  London,  at  wh  ^h  Prince  Albert,  the 
personal  representative  of  tbe  dueen,  presided,  are 
proof  sufficient  for  us  that  she  waits  but  a  time 
and  an  opportunity  to  invade  our  rights,  and 
rob  us  of  our  properly.  The  EnglLvh  are  mak- 
ing  strenuous  efforts  to  supplant  the' great  sta- 
ple of  the  South  by  settling  cotton  plantat-ons 
in  the  East  Indies — if  sh^  succeeds  she  will 
glut  her  own  markets  with  her  own  produce,  and 
Ib^  main  source  of  our  wealth  and  prosperity  will 
be  forever  ctosed  up.  She  is  thns  grasping  diiectly 
at  our  slaves — if  she  fails  in  the  open  attempt,  she 
is  'still  endeavoring  secretly  and  insidiously  to  de- 
stroy the  va'ae  of  our  property  by  taking  away 
from  ns  the  foreign  maiket  for  our  staple  produc- 
tion. Are  the  countrymen  of  La  Fayette  rnga»(d 
in  such  a  crusade  sgainst  ns?  Shall  we  deal  a  blow 
at  ibe  Southern  people,  by  striking  at  their  com- 
merce with  France,  when  the  comparison  stands, 
9s  I  have  stated  it,  between  that  Government  and 
England?  Let  my  consiituents  consult  their  rights 
and  inierests,  and  then  !>nswer  these  gu's  ions.  I  ask 
no  legislation  in  bihalf  of  Francr,  I  only  claim  that 
our  trade  with  that  country  he  'Itt  alone — th.it  my 
conitimen's  tmy  be  allowed  to  send  the  produce  of 
.thei^  labor  where  and  to  whom  they  please.  This 
they  teill  do,  and  yoa  had  better  save  your  credit 
and  our  rights  by  ;^coneeding  what,  in  a  certain 
event,  we  will  take,  6j  the  help  of  "the  great  con- 
servative principle." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  may  not  repeat  the  identical 


words  of  my  colleague,  but  tbe  subetanee  of  wtatt 
he  said  about  the  TASipr  will  long  be  remembcrad 
by  me.  It  was  noticed  by  every  one  around  rae,  pai^ 
tieularly  by  the  Democrats,  as  a  mosteziraotdiaafy 
speech  for  a  Southern  man  to  make  any  wberp,  bat 
more  especially  in  the  presence  uf  tariff  mem, 
and  Northern  manufacturers.  I  never  beard  a 
spee^  more  therougbly  imbued,  in  my  ojunioa, 
with  the  principles  of  pro'iefien  and  dbtHmiutitm. 
than  the  remarks  of  that  Rcntleman  as  th^  were 
delivered  to  this  Hou^e.  How  they  will  appear  oa 
p^per,  I  cannot  say — I  only  »peak  of  atf  iaaprea- 
«ion  from  what  I  beag-d.  He  said  substantially,  if 
not  in  hec  verba,  that  formerly  the  people  of  Geor- 
gia were  rabid  on  the  tariff  question — that  it  had 
qeen  a  mad-dog  cry  among  us.  He  rensembcred 
tbe  time  when  any  man  who  ventured  to  speak 
in  favor^f  a  tariff  would  be  withered  by  ike  indig- 
nation of  die  people  of  Georgia;  but,  said  he,  tbat 
day  bas  past,  "thmJU  (o  tbe  evenU  of  the  latmimmir,"' 
Mw  the  intelligence  of  bis  consiitnenti  eaabled 
them  to  think  and  speak  calmly  upon  that  ■at^eel.'* 
Ah7  the  events  of  the  last  summer — have  Ihey 
wrought  this  marvelloos  "cAongd"  Have  tte 
events  of  the  last  summer  cast  an  oUivion  on  the 
old  antipaihirs  of  the  people  of  Georgia}  Sb*,  ia 
the  name  of  tbe  people  of  that  State,  I  deny  itac 
assertion,  and  all  tin  deductions  that  may  be  arawa 
therefrom.  What  changes  those  events  Buy  have 
made  in  thegentleman,  I eanaot  divine;  but  tUa 
much  I  can  say,  that,  from  present  appeajraaoee,  h» 
has  not  only  lost  his  old  horror  of  a  tariff,  btu  he  has 
ventured  to  walk  boldly  up  to  the  monsia'.  Hi  cam 
new  look  it  coolly  and  Calmly  in  ihe  faos;  nay,  ha 
even  dares  to  touch  and  handle  it  withoiK  aay  ap- 
parent concern.  -  Ere  long,  sir,  he  may  hare  "Ua 
foot  in  the  stirrup  and  his  hand  on  the  maae." 
Well,  that  honorable  gentleman  crrtaialy  has  a 
right  to  monnt  what  bobby  he  pleases— provided  ke 
rides  in  his  individual  capacity;  but  in  his  ofllcial 
character  I  protest  against  the  course  he  hasthotght 
proper  to  pursue.  At  this  critical  jnscnue,  wbea 
every  ihtng  is  portentous  of  *'cJk«iig«;"  when  we 
have  an  evidence  of  chsngt  before  us  in  the  speeoh 
I  have  just  adverted  to,  it  behoaves  no  man  from 
Georgia  to  be  silent.  Where  are  my  coUe«gaea(f 
They  are  shortly  to  be  my  '  representatives,  aad 
I  bkve  a  right,  a<  it  ia  my  interest,  to  kaow  their 
present  poiition  upon  all  the  great  .questions  (parti- 
cularly on  the  tariff  question)  which  have  beea  agi- 
tated in  this  'debate.  I  therefore  invite  iheai  to 
come  out — (o  speak  plainly  and  openly,  and  quiet 
'  the  hopes  and  fears  of  those  wh<>se  iaieresti  are 
confided  to  their  hands. 

Upon  the  tariff  question,  the  people  whom  1 1^ 
present  "are  now  where  they  ever  have  been,  an' 
where  they  ever  mean  to  be."  If  Utxarite  sire  to  b^ 
taxed  let  it  be  done  iiu&eriminate^,  and  if  aay 
change  is  to  be  made  in  our  revenue  tawa,  let  all 
the  imports  of  this  country  be  taxed  equally — no 
discrimination — no  proteeiion.  If  aay  impona 
must  be  admitted  duty  free,  let  the  sugar,  salt,  iron, 
molssfeii,  coarse  woollens  and  coarse  cottons — the 
ab.'olute  necessaries  of  life,  be  relieved,  and  let  tbe 
revenue  raised  be  sufficient  only  for  an  economicml 
administration  of  tbe  Governmeat.  With  this  sort 
of  a  tariff,  and  with  no  other,  (notwithstanding 
the  events  of  th'>  last  sunimer)  will  tbe  people  of 
Georgia  be  satisfied.  11  Ibey  supported  General  Har- 
rison, and  inadvertently  brought  certain  of  his  friends 
into  power,  they  assuredly  did  noi  do  t^o  with  the  re- 
motest pzpeclaiion  that  a  protective  discriminating  la 
riff, either  open,  or  disgnisedas  a  tax  on  lnsuries,was 
to  be  fastened  on  them.  And  when  they  find  thai 
snch  a  result  is  likely  to  follow  "iht  evenlt  of  the 
liai  cnmmer,"  another  "e\angt"  may  c^me  over  the 
spirit  of  my  colleague's  dream. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ihavenovaib  regrets  for  the 
past;  but  let  us  look  to  ihe  future,  and  watch  closely 
the  shadows  which  ever  precede  coming  erenis. 
Precaution  is  the  safeguard  of  our  rights  and  liber- 
ties; in  this  spirit  Only,  as  one  cf  tbe  people,  aad 
.asaitspresentativeeftbe  people,  I  sound  tbe  ahura. 
lu  doing  CO,  I  have  done  my  duty;  aitdcome  what 
may  of  it,  I  shall  always  be  consoled  by  Oe  re« 
ooUeetiou  that  I  have  saOered  no  personal  feeliogis 
»  4M«r  DMfiaia  aiy  post  when  I  bad  neagbt  to 
face  but  a  victorious  and  overwhelming  enemy. 
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SPBEGH  OP  MR.  BLACK, 

OF  GEORGIA. 
£»  At  Himtt  o/JtefTutntatius,  FAnuty  9,  )841— 
In  OominUcre  of  the  Whole  (in  reply  «o  Mr. 
GiDDiNoe  of  Ohio,)  on  the  Peasion  bill,  and  the 
•mendoMnl  thereto  approprutiing  ^100,000  for 
removal  of  the  ladtaos  rrom  Florida. 
Mr.  BL4CK  addressed  the  Committee  as  fel- 
low*: 

Mr.  CaiiBMiN :  I  had  hoped  to  be  perniitted  to 
devote  myself  peaceably  and  quietly  to  the  per- 
fermanee  of  my  official  doties  daring  ihe  short  pe- 
riod of  jime  th»i  remains  of  my  pnblie  sei;vice.  I 
did  no*  expect,  when  I  coneladed  my  speech  a  few 
days  since  on  the  Treasury  Note  bill,  to  be  called 
Dp  so  ^oD  to  defend  -my  constitaenis  againat  a  most 
wanioD  and  outrageous  attack.  I  did  not  dream 
there  was  a  man  on  this  llior  who  would  dare 
to  advance,  in  the  face  of  an  American  Coogrees, 
and  in  the  presence  of  my  colleai^es,  chat;ges  so 
false  and  calumnious  a^  those  which  were  delibe- 
rately uttered  in  thlj  House,  yesterday,  against  the 
p«ople  of  Georgia,  by  thi  member  from  Ohio. 
For  three  long  hours  did  that  member  [Mr. 
OioDiNOs]  impose  himself  npon  your  uowUling 
ear; in  the  delivery  of  a  violent,  ioflammato- 
ry.  Abolition  speech,  in  which  he  distinctly 
charged  the  infamous  crime  of  negro  $UaHng  upon 
the  people  whom  I  represent.  Abolition,  auti- 
■Javtry,  haman  rights,  the  oppressed  African,  Flo- 
rida blood' hounds, and  all  the  miserable  cant  which 
makes  up  the  sum  total  ot  a  modern  philanthropist, 
were  the  chief  theme  and  burden  of  his  song. 
Upon  a  bill  providing  a  scanty  snbustence  for  the 
feeble  and  suflering  remnant  of  our  Revolutionary 
soldiers,  this  crafty  and  daring  Abolitionisr,  in  de- 
fiance of  the  3i3t  rule  of  the  House,  and  of  all 
parliamentary  order,  ha«  managed  to  ingraft  an 
open  and  violent  attack  npon  tha  institatioBt  of 
the  Sotlih.  What  availed  i^,  Mr.  Ch^rmaa,  when 
I  atopped  him  and  told  him  that  hi*  aaeeriions  were 
folftllu  ftMuoM  Why,sir,  it  passed  him  as  the 
Kile  wind;  and  although  my  colleague  [Mr.  Hisaa- 
asAM,]  my  ihend  fhrnt  South  Carolina,  [Colonel 
Campbcu.,]  and  myself,  repeatedly  called  him  (0 
order,  he  was  as  repeatedly  prenounced  to  be  in 
order  by  the  Chair.  I  do  not  make  this  alloision  to 
qaesttoB  the  decision  of  the  Cbair,  for  so  long  as  be 
refrained  from  actaally  presenting  an  Abolition  pe- 
tition, he  certainly  i^id  not  violate  the  letter  of  the 
role,  which  prohibtis  their  reception;  and  as  for 
**relevancy  of  debate,''  that  has  long  since  been 
banished  from  this  ball.  I  only  desire  to  ^mind 
you  and  the  committee  that  Southern  gentlemen 
bad  no  agency  in  pnshing  this  exciting  topic  into 
the  House.  So  far  from  it,  we  did  every  thing  in 
oar  power,  short  of  violence  and  indecorum,  to  ar- 
rest the  incendiaiy  harangue,  which  we  fortsaw 
mast  end  in  excitement  and  reply. 
.  Sir,  said  Mr.  Black,  we  committed  an  egregioas 
error  m  the  outset,  by  penniiiinK  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  propose 
an  amendment  to  a  pension  bit),  by  tachiog  to  it  a 
measure  'which,  in  my  opinion,  is  nothing  less  than 
an  acknowledgmeni  of  our  inability  to  whip  the 
Indians  out  of  Florida.  I  will  vote  fur  no  f  100,000 
to  buy  up  onr  peace  from  ibe  Seminole  warricrs.  I 
am  willing  and  anxious  to  do  every  ihio^  which 
comports  with  the  honor  and  dri;nity  of  ihis  Govern- 
ment, for  the  relief  of  the  suffering  people  of  that 
doomed  Territory.  If  tha  money  is  wanted  to  re- 
double your  forces — if  I  could  be  assured  it  would 
be  expended  in  exterminating  these  savage  hell 
hotmdsfrom  that  ill-fated  land,  and  in  offering; 
them  ap  as  a  sacrafice  to  appeise  the  blood  which 
eries  aloud  from  every  hearth  stone  in  Florida,  I 
would  freely  and  joyfully  give  iu  But  I  would 
sooner  seethe  whole  Territory  abandoned  by  its  in- 
babitants,  and  sunk  in  the  Atlantic  ocean,  than  vote 
one  dollar  to  propitiate  thoee  whom  we  ought  to 
conquer. 

Whatever,  sir,  we  may  think  of  this  proposition, 
we  committed  an  enor  by  receiving  it,  in  the  first 
olaee,  which  yon  eaaaot  now  retrieve  without  do- 
ing injiutiee  to  those  whose  rights  have  been  nsail- 


ed,  and  to  it  we  ar<>  indebted  for  this  insalting  and 
wanton  attack.  '  Undtr  oover  of  ttus  irrelative 
amendmebt,  the  Abolitionist  has  walked  abroad 
with  a  bIszlDs;  torch  in  his  hand,  ready  to  light  np 
the  path  of  "kmu»  riglui"  by  the  eondagraiiott  of 
our  peaoefol  dweliingf.  I  have  no  idsa  that  the 
geilileman  from  South  Carolina  anticipated  such  a 
result;  from  that  suspicion  1  wholly  f^ischarge  him. 
What  human  intelli$;enee  could  have  foreseen  that 
an  Abolition  5peech  could  be  made  upon  a  propo- 
siiicn  to  vole  money  to  remove  the  Indians)  And 
yet  it  has  been  done.  The  member  from  Ohio  has 
managed,  in  defiance  of  the  feelings  of  the  Caiia 
and  the  House,  to  go  on  his  way  rejoicing  in  his 
love  far  the  negro,  and  his  ha'red  for  the  whits 
man.  He  was  not  content  with  innendoes  and 
vague  declamation  about  the  rights  of  the  enslaved 
African — be  pointed  directly  at  the  people  of  Flo- 
rida and  Qt-orgia — he  particularized  transaeiiont:, 
and  alluded  to  citizens  of  Georgia  as  actort  in  them; 
and  then,  in  close  cpnnec  ion  wiih  those  allusions, 
he  descanted  upon  the  crime  Of  "n^p-o  stnUin^"  in 
such  a  way  a:  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  application 
he  would  make  of  his  slanderous  charge.  Sir,  I 
understood  him;  every  man  in  this  House  nader- 
etood  hhn.  It  was  too  plain  to  be  concealed — nay, 
he  took  no  pains  to  conceal  it — that  his  speech, 
which  he  sayi^vas  prepared  long  since,  was  intended 
as  a  regular,  systematic  attack  upon  slavery  and 
the  slaveholder;  and  all  this  ^a  built  np  on 
his  poftttlole  that  "lugro  tltaling"  was  the  prime 
cause  of  the  Florida  war.  - 1  cannot  sit 
still  under  such  a  speech;  I  cannot  permit  any  man 
even  to  allude,  with  impnnity,  to  my  constitaenis, 
or  any  portion  of  them,  as  men  who  woald  act  in 
derogation  ef  the  high  principles  of  honor,  morality, 
or  l«ligion.  After  the  display  we  have  bad,  I 
should  be  faihlers  to  the  Imst  reposed  in  my  hands, 
if  I  failed  to  hurl  back  npon  the  slanderer  the 
calnmuy  he  vronld  fasten  on  the  people  of  Georgia. 
Let  other  gentlemen  pursue  wbatc6nr<e  they  please, 
I  intend  to  t^ply  to  this  attack  in  my  own  way.  1 
will  BO  longer  stand  upon  my  dignity,  as  we  have 
been  too  much  in  the  habit  of  doing  when  Abolition 
was  the  theme.  I  will  no  loi^r  treat  our  assailants 
with  silenoe  and  contempt.  Whatever  may  be  my 
opinion  of  the  man,  as  an  individual,  i  am  con- 
ttraiued  to  notice  him  here,  because  he  represents  a 
popalaiion  of  forty  tbonsand  souls;  that  gives  him 
importance;  and  if,  as  we  are  bound  to  admit  tintil 
the  contrary  be  shown,  he  truly  represents  his 
eonstitaents  on  this  subject,  it  is  time  that  he  should 
not  only  be  noticed,  but  promptly  repelled.  Let 
him  not  mu'tiike  me:  I  do  not  mean  to  argue  the 
abstract  qtiestion  of  slavery  with  him,  nor  will  I 
discuss  the  question  of  Sautbern  slavery  in  any  of 
its  aspects.  Upon  that  subject  I  hare  been  in- 
stmcted  by  my  constituents,  particolarly  by  the  in- 
telligent and  patriotic  men.  of  my  own  county. 
They  have  told  me  that  their  slaves  were  their  ewn; 
that  on  this  subject  I  shall  hold  no  argument  with 
Abolitionists;  and  that  if  one  of  these  fanatics 
should  dare  to  present  himself  within  the  limits  of 
their  county,  (Scriren,)  they  are  pledged  to  bring 
him  to  a  speedy  and  condign  pnnisbment.  And, 
sir,  they  are  men  who  have  never  yet  failed  to  re- 
deem their  pledges,  at  whatever  peril.  Yes,  sif,  if 
that  member  will  go  to  the  county  where  I  reside, 
or  to  any  othercouniy  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and 
dare  to  utter  but  half  of  what  he  said  here  yester- 
day, he  would  tnost  certainly  be  subjected  to  the 
infliction  of  tyntK  law,  and  he  might  be  happy  if 
h«  ei'caped  at  that. 

[Mr.  GinDiNQS  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
hoped  never  to  be  found  amocg  such  people  ] 

Yes,  sir,  I  admit  that  discretion  in  such  a  case 
would  be  more  safe  than  zeal  or  valor;  for  I  assure 
the  member  if  be  ever  comes  among  n<,  and  dares  to 
utter  snoh  sentiments  as  he  delivered  on  this  floor, 
we  would  give  him  an  elevation  of  which  be  little 
dreams.  Now  let  him  pot  that  down  in  his  book, 
and  tell  it  at  bis  *Hniijtuilion  m«e({ng»"  when  he 
goes  home. 

When  we  decline  to  argae  the  question  of 
"Swlkera  slavery"  on  this  floor.  It  is  not  bt'cause 
we  are  afraid  of  the  discnssiott.  We  feel  and 
know  that  we  ate  fortified  on  that  subject  not  on\y 
by  the  practice  and  example  of  the  world,  but  by 
the  precepts  of  Diviae  law.    But  will  a  man  slop 
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to  argue  with  an  incendiary  who  is  about  to  atiek 
ahgitiediorehiohi*  ilwetlingt  Will  yon  wmtm 
wordsio  a  dissertation  onjastfeaaBd  honesty  n^e* 
tbe  tlMef  his  his  haad  in  yoat  pocket)  BeMdes,  «a 
are  tired  of  all  tfaisMfc;  it  isaiekening  aad  dilsaal* 
ing  to  iho»e  whom  it  does  not  inflame.  I  m0  ta 
this  member,  whose  <cllow4°eeling  makes  him  so 
woadroUB  kiad  to  the  aegro—HCeaseyour  ytHHmii^ 
for  the  abolition  <tf  slavery.' aad  the  slave  mds, 
against  the  admission  of  Florida,  and  the  annex*, 
tion  of  Texa^  Waite  ito  more  words,  and  if  yoa 
really  think  yoo  eaa  effect  your  darting  parpoee  ef 
robbing  us  of  onr  property,  cMw  and  <ry  it.  We 
do  not  seek  it,  but  wa  are  ready  for  the  oonflid. 
We  will  not  meet  you  then  with  "paper  bulleta  «< 
the  brain,"  but  we  will  give  you  a  reception  that 
shall  (•«<&  your  fetUngi,  and  in  that  way  ws  will 
convince  your  judgment  miwh  more  effaotaallp 
than  any  argument- we  eoaki  address  to-yoor  iiUel* 
ligence  here.  "       . 

Bqt,  Mr.  chairman,  while  I  will  not  argna  tha 
'^aittrut  qutsUan,"  1  will  meet  tbe  member  on  bis 
own  ground.  I  will  no  longer  ooaient  myself  widi 
a  mere  defence;  I  will  carry  tbe  war  into  Africa, 
and  charge  oar  invaders  in  their  own  camp.  Yas, 
sir,  I  will  show  from  extracts,  which  I  shall  pi»> 
tenily  read  from  a  pamphlet  written  by  the  Ahoti-r 
tionist,  lay,  that  these  tender  hearted,  canting  phi. 
'lanthropit'it,who  come  here  and  whiae  so  piieousljr 
over  the  "down  trodden  slave,"  are  the  verifst  by- 
poeriiee  on  tbe  face  of  the  earth— that  the  alaims 
aad  profetdons  wbidt  they  ate  eieraaily  ringing  in 
oar  ears  in  behalf  of  the  aegro,  on  this  floor  ai^  in 
their  newspapers,  areas  far  different  ih>m  their owa 
practices  at  home  as  tbe  poles  are  asaader.  I  will 
show  that  they  icy  one-  thing  and  i»  another.  I 
will  show  that  while  they  daim  of  us  to  liberate 
our  slaves  and  give  them  all  the  rights,,  privilega* 
and  liberties  of  freemen,  instead  of  practising -tMir 
precepts  at  home  themselves,  they  actaally  <wty  to 
their  negroes,  whom  they  have  «niniw«t%  Craed,  all 
the  "temaarifrAt**' about  which  they  talk  softeU 
ingly  to  us.  And  this  I  wiii  f^ove  from  their  owe 
record. 

I  bare  aotbmg  to  say  to  those  gentlemea  on  this 
floor  and  elsewhere,  who  let  usand  OBIsaloae~- 
who  do  itot  disturb  tbo  peaos  of  the  coontiyby 
agitating  the  subject  of  abolition— and  who  kottp 
t^ir  opinions  to  theoMelveis  and  recogai**  oqr 
coaititutiooal  right  to  onr  slaves.  They  are  gajl- 
ty  of  no  fjalse  profeesiOB8,fat  least  so  far  as  wa  aia 
soneemed;  nor  do  they  make  any-  oaUavagant 
claims  on  ust  They  have  nothing  to  do.  with  sla- 
very hirt,  nor  do  they  meddle  with  iiiu  the  3oii(Jk, 
nor  do  they  insok  Ssutkem  gentleman  byaboa- 
ing  and  vili(>«Bg  their  constituents  as  k^- 
nappeis;  and  dealers  in  huotan  flesh  tat 
blood.  With  thtir  professions  and  prac^  I 
have  nothing  to  do.  I  will  not  even  utter 
an  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  or  impiopiiitty 
of  their  treatment  of  tbe  negroes  residqpt  aoHmg 
them.  That  is  their  own  matter,  ^  long  as  they 
do  not  interfere  with  our  practices  and  domestic  in- 
stitntions.  It  is  only  to  those  who  would  override 
the  Constitution  of  the  oonntry,  who  would  invade 
our  rights  of  property,  and  who  would  compel  Qs 
to  elevate  onr  slaves  to  the  condition  and  pri- 
vileges of  freemen,  that  I  read  these  extracfs,  to 
prove  the  ihconsistbiict  bctweea  their  profc^ 
»ions,  their  claims  on  ds,  and  thdr  practices  at 
home.  L<!t  me  not  be  told  that  the  an(i-.^i>{i<iMiu<t 
at  the  North  have  Iki  patoer,  and  are  answerable  for 
this  treatment  of  ihenegroes  amoa^  them.  I  bold 
(Atrn  to  no  answer:  that  portion  of  our  N«ribern 
brethren  have  not  exposed  themselves  to  be  qoe^  ' 
tioaed  on  the  subject;  they  have  not  laid  theiaselva* 
liablie  to  be  ebarged  by  me  with  iKcoHsiarmoT— 
because  ibey  repndiate,  puMioly  and  privately,  all 
interl^rence  witii  the  concerns  of  the  South  in  tins 
regard;  besides,  it  is  not  the  fact  that  the  ahti- Abo- 
litionists control  publie  opinion  and  tbe  '^stoats 
<)(  sotieij"  in  all  tbe  towns  and  distriete '  of  the 
Norih  and  Bast.  And  as  for  the  power  of  oiajori- 
ties,  I  ask,  where  is  tbe  power  of  the  vast  majori- 
ifes  that  returned,  not  only  the  member  flrom  Ohio, 
[Mr,  OiDDtMos,]  bat  his  fellow  latiorer  from  Ver- 
mont, [Mr.  Sui»,]  and  the  gentleman  from  PeiM- 
sytvania,  [Mr.  Jaios,]  aad  thegsatlcaiaa  ftom 
.  MaMOobnaeti*,  [Mr.  Apam,}  aad  wmy  oUtta  )io- 
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ndrable  membeis  to  whom  I  could  point  on  this 
floor.    If  yoa  tay   the  Abolitionists  are  not   to 
VMM  for  the  treatment  of  negroes  in  the  non- 
alATsboldioc  StalM/becanse  they  are  a  minority,  I 
ask  again,  where  slumbers  the  power  of  those  ma 
jorities  to  which  I  hare  pointed?    If  their  majori- 
lie*  do  Bot  extend  over  the  State)  where  ihey  ez>8t,at 
leastth^  extend  over  the  Congressio  nal  districis  from 
wUcli  these  gentlemen  are  returned;  and  if  they 
euBot  oOBtroI  the  l^islation  of  the  whole  Stale, 
the^  certainly  are  competent  to  model  iheirpwn 
•peiety,  and  giva  a  tone  and  direction  lo  public 
o'pirion  within  the  limits  of  their  private  circles, 
which  are  saffieiently  wide  to  afford  an  asylum 
for  their  favorite  and  oppressed  people.    Many, 
nay  most  of  the  oppressions  of  which  this  aboli- 
tion author  complains,  are  wholly  independent  of 
legwlaiion,  and  depend  entirely  upon  public  opinion 
in  their  counties  and  towns,  and  upon  the  "customs 
ofsoeiety."    On  the  other  \moA  let  no  man  snppoke 
that  I  ecmpUn  of  this  treatment  of  the  negro.    No, 
ar,  itls  not  my  bostoess  to  interfere  in  that  matter 
at  all]  Jra^  win  m  tk*  fiui  «  VL  itandt  (toted iy  an 
MMtitnift,  and  HtU  U  up  in  eantratt  .wilh  tktir 
Oi^MU  M  the  8ou(k,  md  tluir  pr^tuioni.    The  only 
eonpMnf  I  have  against  these  fanatics  is,  not  their 
telaiioiM  wilh  their  own  negroes,  bot  their  presomp- 
tooni  atlempts  toinierfere  in  otr  domestic  relations. 
They  might  treat  their  own  negroes  as  they  please — 
free  or  enslave  them,  elevate  or  oppres  them,  and 
we  shonld  never  open  oar  months  about  ii;  bat  when 
they  volunteer  to  regulate  our  conduct  lo  onr  slaves, 
they  give  me  a  right,  which  I  shall  (xeicite,  of 
exhibiting  them  as  men  who  have  neither  principle 
nor  consistency,  as  men  who  are  willing   and 
anxious  to  impose  on  their  neighbors,  that  which 
they  will  not  take  pnetiaMf  to  memselves.    It  is  to 
these  violent  abolition  crusaders,  then,  who  have 
the  power  in  iheir  own  neighborhoods  to  elevate  the 
condition  of   ibeir  negroes,  and  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  taunting  the  South  with  slavery,  and  to 
no  one  else,  that  I  make  the  efaarge  of  imcobsis- 
TmcT  and  HTPOOUST.     And  for   that  purpose, 
with  the  pennl«ioh  of  the  House,  I  will  proceed 
lo  read,  from  a  pamdhtet  written  by  Mr.  Jay. 

The  author  classes  the  disabiliiies  of  the  tret 
negroes  in  the  non-«)avehoiding  States  under  ten 
heads:  Ist.  "  Excldsion  from  tbb  xutcrivB  puh- 
CRiSK."    3d.  Dbniil  or   tbii  RiotiT  or  locomo- 

TlOir.      3d.    DuiUL    OP    THB      BJOHT    OF    PKTITION. 

4ih.  SxcLusioa  prom  thb  armv  and  sutiru.   5ih. 

EXCLD.'ION  FROM  ALL  FARTICIPATIOV  IS  TBB  AOMI- 
HI8TBAT10N    OP    JOSTICB.        6th.     ImPEDIMXIITS     TO 

BDirCATiOM.  7th.  Impediments  to  relioiods  iw- 
STBucTiOH.  Bth.  Impediments  to  bobbst  inddS- 
TRT.    9th.  LiASaiTT  to  BB  SklZEO  amoTrbatio 

AS  SLAVES.      lOlh.  SraiECTS   TO    IJIiULT    AND    OUTl 

BAOB.  It  is  worthy  of  r*mark  that  Mr.  Jay  charges 
and  attiibntes,  all  these  ezclosiou!:,  impedimeats 
and  liabilities,  to  tht  jtboUlitmali  thmither,  con- 
stantly  using  in  the  cOurte  of  iiLs  remarks  the  pro- 
nouns "tee"  and  "»ur."  He  an  AboUUonist, 
writing  to  Abolitionists,  charges  himself  and  his 
co-laborers  with  what,  in  his  eye,  is  a  crying  sin, 
and  lo  ray  apprehension  is  glaring  inemtMene$, 
and  eobsommate  hypocrvy. 

He  says  in  his  prefaratury  remarks,  speaking  of 
prejudice  against  color: - 

•."  ^*I*  TV°  '"I"'™  'nto  ihe  geogriphy  of  tfiU  prejudic*,  w« 
•houlil  fiod  tkal  the  localltira  in  which  it  atlalra  in  nakeai  lux- 
uriance, an  not  the  rice  awampa  ofGettma,  ooriheaucar  fields 
of  Louiaiana,  but  tin  billa  and  TalleTt  of  New  Bngianiaod  ibe 
prairieaofOhlol  It  iaaliict  of  acknowlaJged  natorTeiT,  that 
however  aeTereinajr  be  the  lam  againai  eoTorad  pM>ple  at  tlie 
South,  the  prejudice  againat  iheii.  penooa  ia  far  weaker  than 
among  oiuaelvea."  ^^ 

"We  turn  lo  the  free  Siatea,  where  alaverr  baa  not  dlrwdv 
ateeled  our  beam  agauat  human  aoAring,  and  where  no  atfp- 
poaoddangMofioaurrectioiiaflbrda  a  pretext  for  keeping  tbe 
free  blacka  in  icnorance  and  degradation;  and  we  aak,  what  ia 
the  ebaractaroftbaprejiHlice  againat  color  A«re;  Let  the  Hot. 
Jlr.  Bacon,  of  Connectieat,  anewar  the  <iueatlon.  Thia  gentle- 
man, lo  a  vmdicaUoo  of  the  Colonlmion  Society,  avurea  ua, 
ThoSoodta  lanot  lanher  erparatetl  from  Ilie  BraMm  In  nmti 
loan  hiapnTileges,civll,inielleciual,aniimanil,  than  the  ne. 
gro  fruoi  the  white  man  by  the  prej  udica  whirh  renn  li  from  the 
dUTerence mad*  between  litem  b/  ibeGoo  of  Nattos." 

If  we  are  to  believe  Mr.  Jay,  the  member  from 
Onto  and  all  his  fallow-laborers  enteriaiB  a  deep- 
rooted,  implacable  "frtju«t*  agaim  eelor,"  and  yet 
he  would  impoae  on  us  ibe  very  ihing  hr  so  slrenn- 
pttsl^  rrjec's.    What  even-banned  justice! 


Now,  let  us  sec  how  these  advMates  of  "kuman 
rigktt^'  practise  on  the  right  of  snffrage.  The  author 
proceeds: 

1     OBMBaAI.  XXCLDSIOli  FaDH  THB  BI.BCTITE  rUABOBIBB. 

"Were  tbia  exdinion  ibunded  on  the  want  of  pro|jeriT,  or  any 
olberqnaliGcatlon  deemed  easeniial  to  the  judicious  exercise  of 
the  franchiae,  it  would  afford  nojoat  cause  of  complaint;  but  it 
ia  fonndadaolelyonlbtfcolorof  the  akin,  anil  is  therefore  iira- 
tional  and  unjust  Thattazation  and  represenuKion  should  be 
inaeparable,  waaooeaflbeaxioma  of  the  fatheis  ofour  Revolu- 
tion; and  ode  of  the  reaaons  they  aasigned  for  their  revolt  from 
the  crown  of  Britain.  Bot  turn,  it  ia  deemed  a  mark  of  fanaii- 
ciem  to  complain  of  the  disfrancliiaemeocofa  whole  race,  while 
thoy  remain  subject  to  the  burden  of  laxatloo.  It  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  of  the  thirteen  original  Suies,  only  Iuk  were  so  re- 
creant 10  tbe  principles  of  the  Revolution,  as  to  make  a.  white 
ekin  a  qualification  forsuffran.  But  ihe  prejudice  has  grown 
with  our  growth,  and  alrengthened  wilh  our  nrength;  and  it  is 
beliered  that  in  every  Slate  Consiiiution  aubsenuently  formal 
or  revised,  (excepting  those  of  Vermont  and  Maine,  and  liie  re- 
vised Constitution  of  Massachuaeiu,]  the  crime  of  a  dark  com- 
plexion has  been  puniabed,  by  debarring  iu  poaaessor  from  all 
approach  10  the  ballot-box.  The  neeesaarjr  effect  of  this  nro- 
seripUon  in  aggravating  the  oppression  and  degradation  of  the 
colored  inlubiianla,  must  be  obvious  to  all  who  call  to  mind  the 
solicitude  mantfeated  by  demagogues,  and  office  seekers,  and 
law  maketa,topropiiJai«  the  good  will  of  all  who  hare  vstee  to 
baatow." 

2.  DBHIAL  Of  nmuOBT  OF  LOOOMOnOB. 

'7^  Connecticut  Black  Act,  prohibiting,  under  heavy  pa- 
naltia,  the  introduction  qf  any  colored  peiton  from  another 
State,  ie  well  knoun." 

This  law  the  author  says  was  replaced  afierte- 
iog  suffered  to  remain  on  tbe  statute  book  for 
many  years;  but  he  complains  loudly  of  'an  Ohio 
Uw,  (in  the  enactment  of  which  perhaps  tbe  gen- 
tleman participated,)  "intended  to  prevent  colored 
citizens  of  other  Slates  from  removirg  into 
'Ohio,"  unless  they  "find  within  twenty  days  two 
freehold  sureties  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars 
for  their  good  bekmior,  and  likewist  for  their  main- 
(manee,"  and  in  deraalt  thereof  be  is  to  be  re- 
moved by  the  overseen  of  the  poor;  and  if  any  per- 
son "harbors"  emigrants  who  have  not  complied 
wilh  the  above  requisitions,  he  or  she  is  subjected  to 
a  heavy  pecuniary  penalty,  and  made  liable  for 
the  future  maintenance  of  the  "negroes  or  mn- 
lattoes." 

"In  1829,  a  very  general  effort  was  made  to  enforce  thia  law, 
and  about  one  thousand  free  blacks  yrere  in  consequence  of  it 
driven  out  of  the  Stale,  and  sought  a  refuge  in  the  more  free 
and  Christian  country  of  Canada:  Trevlous  to  iheir  departure, 
they  sent  a  deputation  to  the  Governor  of  the  Upper  Province 
of  Canada,  to  know  if  Ihey  would  be  admitted,  and  received 
from  Sir  Jaa.  Colebrook  this  rsply:  'Tell  ihe  Republieane 
on  your  side  of  the  line,  that  we  Royalists  do  not  know  men 
by  their  color.  Should  you  come  to  us.  yoo  will  be  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges  of  the  rest  of  hie  Maje»(»'«  subjects  '  This 
was  the  origin  Of  the  Wilberforce  colony  In  Upper  Canada. 

"We  have  before  us  an  Ohio  paper,  cooiainlog  a  proclam*. 
lion  by  John  S.  Wiles,  overseer  of  the  poor  in  the  town  of  Fair- 
£eid,  dated  12ih  March,  1638.  In  this  instrumentnoilceis  given 
to  all 'black  or  mulatto  pertons,'  residine  in  Fairfield,  to  com- 
ply with  the  requisitions  of  the  act  of  1807  within  twenty  days, 
or  tlw  law  would  be  enforced  against  tlism.  The  proclamation 
also  addresses  the  white  iohabiiaois  ofFairfield  in  the  following; 
terms:  'Whiua  look  out  I  If  any  person  or  persons  employing 
any  black  or  mulatto  person,  cnotraryl  to  tbe  3d  section  ol  tlw 
above  law,  you  may  look  out  for  the  breakers." 

Sir  (raid  Mr.  Black)  let  us  see  what  these  "hu- 
man tij;hl.t"  geatlemiin  think  of  the  right  of  petition 
in  their  own  country,  aod.ihen  we  shall  be  belter  able 
to  estimate  their  liacerUy,  and  the  pvily  ^  fAeir 
mob'res,  when  they  nnddrtake  lo  lecture  us  for  "kerp- 
ing  bamau  beiags  in  bondace.*'  This  right  of  peti- 
tioning foi  the  liberation  of  the»lave  was  the  theme 
of  many  glorious  declamations  on  thia  door  laf-t  win- 
ter, and  Iboasands  ef  dollars  of  the  public  money 
were  spent  in  giving  these  gentlemen  an  opportu- 
nity to  harangue  us  on  the  suhjec',  and  to  slip  in 
everv  now  and  then  an  insult  to  jhe  South.  (Here 
ihe  Chairman, '  Mr.  Cuppord,  prononnced  that  it 
was  not  in  order  to  discuss  the  right  of  petition.) 
Mr.  Black  said:  I  do  not  inieod  to  ditcnssthe  ri{ibt 
of  petition— I  only  desire  to  refer  to  the  practice  of 
gentleman  in  contrast  with  their  avowed  seniimenu 
on  this  fioo',  aod  ihis  I  think  I  have  a  right  to  do, 
especially  as  the  Chair  allowed  the  member  from 
Ohio  to  take  so  wide  a  latitude  of  debate  as  be  did 
yesterday.  The  Chairman  Insisting  on  the  ordrr, 
Mr.  Black  said  be  would  not  roncume  the  time  of 
the  committee  by  appealiiig  from  the  drcision  of  the 
Chair,  boi  he  ifave  notire  he  shonld  make  tbe  ex- 
tract in  his  piioled  speech. 

3d.  "osiiiAi.oviaBiuaiTOFPsnnoN- 

•  •  •  ••  • 

"On  ihe  I  Jib  of  January,  18S9,  a  petition  for  relief  from  cer. 
tiain  legal  disebilities,  <h>ra  colored  Inhablianis  of  Ohio,  waa 
preaeoisd  lo  (he  popular  bitach  of  tbe  legialatu^^  and  its  r»j«e- 
Uop i(«|aui9ved\>y  Oeorge  H,F|ood.   iSia rejecOen  wh  not* 


denial  of  tbe  prayer,  but  taexpulnonaf  thepelitiem  Utelf,  as 
an  intruder  into  tbe  Houae.  'Tbe  question  piesonied  tat  am 
decision,'  said  one  of  tbe  members,  ^is  simply  this:  Shall  ba. 
nan  beings,  who  are  bound  by  evenr  enactment  upoo  o «r  m^ 
tula  book,  be  permitted  torefual  IMj^eciaiatDre  to  nxidiiy  <r 
soften  the  laws  under  which  they  livel'  To  the  Oraod  SuftaB, 
crowded  with  peiitloga  aa  he  cnv,.nea  th«  atreatt  of  CooMaad- 
nople,such  a  question  woBid  aeem  moat  strange;  but  AnieikBB 
Bemocrata  can  exert  a  tyranny  over  men  aoaeAave  ««t 

utteriy  unknown  to  Turkish  despotisra.    Hr.  Plood'aBi 

was  lost  by  a  majoritjr  of  only /our  votes;  Ixii  this  trfaoipbaf 
humaaityaodReiMibueaBiaBi  war  at  tranaiant  ss  It  i 


The  nett  day  the  Houae^  by  a  large  majority,  resolved  *diai(be 
blackaand.muiattoeswhouuiy  be  reaidenis  within  ibisiSMda^ 
have  no  constitutional  right  to  present  their  petittooa  to  the  Ge- 
neral AsaerobI*  for  any  piopaao  whatsoever,  aoit  that  anv  i» 
caption  of  such  petitions  on  the  nan  of  (he  OenMal  Aaaambfy 
ia  a  mere  act  of  privilege  or  policy,  and  not  impoaed  by  any  az- 
pressed  or  implied  power  of  the  Coosiitntioa.'  " 

MHiy,  sir,  this  is  the  language  weho1d<— tfiat 
blacks  and  malattoes  hav«  no  right  to  present  ibrit 
petitioBs  to  the  General  Assembly — for  the  holding 
of  which  we  have  been  subjected  to  nnineastiried 
vitaperation  and  abnse  by  the'very  men  who  prme- 
licallt/  adopt  our  views. 

^4th.  "BXCLt;SK>N  FKOM  TUB  ABHT  ABD  HILmA. 

"Toeuehan absurd eitent  it  /Ait  jirrjiijfiiir  iijiifiisfcsliii 
earrttd,  thattome  of  our  military  compasuee  hit  i  tfasirf 
fo  march  to  the  eound  qf  a  drum  wAen  batte»  hy  a  Uatk 

man." 

This  is  going  a  little  ahead  of  the  Soath,  for  al- 
Ihoueh  acolor^  man  never  thinks  of  entering  oar 
"ranks,"  we  very  seldom  have  any  body  else  to  beat 
our  drums  but  negroes.  But  the  liberty-loving 
member  from  Ohio,  it  teams,  will  not  maivh  to  tite 
sound  of  a  drnm'whpn  beaten  by  his  favorite  put 
of  creation,  a  black  man ! 


6th. 


"iECOLDSlOB  niox  FASnOIPATiaB  W  1 

TioN  OP  jtmncB. 

•  •  •  • 


"But  by  the  taw,  while  any  unknown  tehtte  vagrant  nunr  Im 
a  witneaa  in  any  case  whatever,  no  black  suitor  is  permttiad  to 
offer  a  wltoesa  of  his  own  color,  however  well  tuaMiniwid  niajr 
be  bis  chanrterfor  Intelligence  and  veradiy,  to  prove  faia  rigl 
or  hia  wrongs;  and  hence,  ia  a  multitude  of  cases,  Justica  k  d 
niad  in  dsspila  of  the  Constitution;  and  why  dented)  ~  ' 
from  a  fooiiab  and  wicked  prejudice  against  color." 
filh.  ''lUPXDlKBNTaTO  aocoAnoN. 

After  relating  an  amasing  and  edifying  in 
of  the  destruction  of  a  sclwol  house  in  Gaaaan, 
New  Hampshire,  npon  tbe  groond  liiat  it  waa  to 
be  devoted  to  tbe  ase,  indiserimihalely,  of  Macks 
and  whiles,  (SOO  oxen  were  hitehed  to  ii,  and  it 
was  dragged  a  quailer  of  a  mile,  ahd  left  in  miaa.) 
the  author  says: 

"The  transaction  we  have  narrated,  azpreases  ia  emidialie 
terms  the  deep  and  settled  hostility  felt  in  tbe  frae  Hnua  to  lb* 
education  of  the  blacka.  The  pr^udica  of  the  csmauuiitw 
render  that  hostUHy  genvatlj/  effectively)  ithoul  the  aid  ^ 
legal  enactments." 

Now,  sir,  if  I  had  been  present  at  the  tMtmnf 
of  this  universal  Miheol  house,  I  think  it  probable 
I  should  have  taken  a  hand  in  it  myrelf.  But 
where  were  tbe  AbolitionisteT  They  were  strong 
enough  to  bnild  ihe  house  and  establish  tbe  school. 
Why  did  they  not  de fen  1  ii?  Did  they  slink  away 
from  iheir  premicet  at  the  first  breath  of  oppoeilton} 
Mr.  Jay  says  not  one  word  of  any  attempt  on  their 
part  to  regene'-ate  public  opinion,  or  lo  remodel 
the  "custoBu  qfteeiely"  in  that  patriotic  and  spirited 
neighborhood.  They  might  at  least  have  nude  aa 
effort  that  way  to  save  ihemaelves  from  the  re- 
proach of  inetntiitenty.  They  are  now,  and  have 
been  (or  years  past,  engaged  in  a  cfnsade  against 
tbe  Sonib,  aad  in  deoounciog  tbe  eiufmu  ffow  m- 
ciOy  with  regard  to  our  allied  degradation  of  tbe 
negro.  Ought  they  not  to  have  commenced  opera- 
tions at  their  own  doors  first,  npon  the  principle 
that  eharUy  ehtmld  begm  at  koiiu7  We  hold  oaf 
"ilavee"  precisely  where  they  ought  to  be— ia  sob- 
jeciion  and  obetiience  to  their  masters.  They  ara 
well  fed  and  half  worked;  they  are  tended  in  sick- 
ness and  sopported  in  their  old  age;  they  are  in- 
structed in  the  principles  of  Christianity,  and  pro- 
lecied  from  personal  injury.  This  is  the  eoosisteat 
and  kind  treatment  of  Souibern  slaves.  Tbe  hook 
I  am  reading  shows  yon  the  treatment  of  negroea 
at  the  Norih  and  KaM,  where  the  Abolitionists  have 
nominally  fietd  them. 

But  where  is  the  member  from  Ohio?  Has  be 
abandoned  his  teail  Cannot  he  stand  this  shot  oat 
of  his  own  gubt  Cakiulaiing  on  uor  silent  sea- 
tempt,  he  was  wondeiiuliy  boM  yesterday;  whaa 
he  was  attacking  uk,  it  was  all  "blood  and  thander, 
wounds  and  wonder;"  but  now,  when,  conuary  to 
his  expectations,  ]  am  shooting  ba^k  his  own  ar> 
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rowa  Bt  bim,  he  retreats,  and,  like  the  Seminole,  is 
not  10  be  foand.  Let  him  come  back,  sir,  for  I 
am  not  doae  with  him  yet. 

'  Afinshowiag  ihe  tunmwta'n  to  the  beltoioos 
iMtrvelMn  of  the  negro  among  the  AboUiiooists, 
the  astbor  adduces, 

8;b.  Th«  iMPKDiMiirrs  TO  hokist  tiroibTRr; 
and,  amoDc  oiber  ins>iinces,  declares  that— 

"It  1836,  aWaek  man,  of  irre|»ro«ch«t)lo  dHtnctw,  md  wfco 
br  baln4u»UT  and  fruolUr  h«d  acciiiDUlaied  M'aml  thou- 
•udMiara,  made  appHcaUon  In  Ui»  eiiy  of  New  York  for  a 
carinu'i  licena,  aodwaa  nfuaad  aolel;  and  arowadlj  on  ac- 
coniafbia  complexion!" 

We  are  nexi  told  that  these  free  negroes  are 

"UIBLB  TO  BE  SEIZED    AND  TREATED  AR  SLAVES"  by 

the  AbolitioiHstG;  and  then  this  evidence  of  the 
insincerity  and  hypocrisy  of  (bese  pretended  friends 
of  faaman  rifhts  is  closed  l>y  showing  how  they  ha- 
bitaally  "tubittftht  negrtes  aaui»g  them  ta  "xnrnU 
and  BulT'^e-" 

"Ttwfeelingaof  Ihecommuntty  towahh  tlieeo  poople,  anJ 
Uw  cotttempt  with  which  they  are  treated,  are  indkaied  by  the 
follcwiiig  notice,  lately  published  by  the  protmetarora  mena- 
gerie, uiNew  York:  "The  proptietora  wish  it  to  be  under- 
ecood,  ihat  peofile  of  color  are  not  permitted  to  enter,  «««p« 
toluninatleiManeeuponchildTmand/amUitt.'" 

[Vhen  these  extracts  were  being  read,  mqch 
eoafision  and  excitement  prevailed  in  the  Bonse. 
Mr.  Black  was  frequently  Interrupted,  and  called 
to  order,  botwas  at  length  permitted  to  go  on  in 
•nbr.l 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  B )  I  am  nearly  throngh.  I  have 
other  evidences  of  Abolition  insincerity  which, 
however,  I  will  not  now  submit  We  all  remem- 
ber the  Amistad  negross.  I  shall  not  stop  to  in- 
quire whether  ihey  were  "boxali"  or  "/aJinoj;"  we 
have  had  a  suBSciency  of  philological  dissertation 
and  learned  twaddle  upon  that  grave  subject  alrea- 
dy. But  I  can  show,  by  his  own  confessions,  that 
the  celebtaled  "JwaoA,"  the  chief  of  these  rascally 
malineers,  who  have  their  advocates,  at  Uat  in 
wirie,  not  only  at  ihe  North,  but  on  this  floor — 
that  Jingua  himself,  about  whose  abduction  and  en- 
slavement we  are "  s  J  feelingly  harangned,  was,  in 
his  own  couDtry,  a  sUne-catchtr  and  dtaltr,  and  that 
he  has  only  had  the  tables  turned  npon  him  by 
some  more  successful  trader.  Bol,  aa  it  will  be 
■  out  V  ordtr,  I  t«ll  omit  it  hero,  and  pot  it  into  my 
printed  speech.  During  the  trial  of  these  Spanish 
slaves  in  the  United  St»trs  District  Court  for  Con- 
nectieat,  where  they  were  claiming  their  freedom— 

"Mr-  IngeruU,  Clerk  ofthe  United  SlatM  Dietrict  Court,  ros^ 
to  make  a  •uggeotion;  ii  appearing  ihai  he  ahio  appoan  on  be- 
half of  iho  libellantn.  The  couti  said  Mr.  Wilooi  would  be  al- 
lowed tn  state  what  drtey  had  slated  to  him  when  he  arst  saw 
llMas  Africans.  The  Marshal  proceeded  to  toy  thai  he  called 
Uovey  and  Jingna  aside,  sooo  alter  the  lormer  arrived,  and  told 
him  to  ask  Jingua  how  ho  came  to  bo  Uken  and  sold,  tyovey 
asked  him.  Jin^ua  replied  thai  he  owed  a  m«n  two  pounds, 
Choldrng  up  his  fingers,)  and  to  pay  him  A«  had  to/cm  too  ne- 
rrotand  toldthem;  that  one  of  Ihem  ran  atr  ay  and  the  man 
taOed  upon  him  for  dne  pound  He  hudno  other  negro,  and 
tumtdaimimt  cfc»(Ai»i^— that  the  cloihing  was  lumed  over  lo 
anotlMr  person,  and  that  Ihe  man  called  oo  him  to  pay,  and  be- 
ing anal)lelo  do  so,  ho  was  soiled  and  sold  to  paylhodebi." 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.  those  gentlemen  who  have  been 
so  solicitous  to  keep  me  in  order,  shall  have  another 
opportunity  presenily  of  exerting  their  rules  of  de- 
corum. I  intend  to  read  from  a  book,  a  few  of  the 
detached  leaves  of  which  I  hold  in  my  hand.  It  is 
aa  aacient,  vener^bltf,  and  venerated  book— the 
oldest,  perhaps,  since  the  Christian  era,  and  the 
wisest  and  best  that  the  world  ha*  ever  known— I 
mtian,  sir,  the  Bim-B  itself.  Now,  let  gentlfmen 
call  me  to  i>rder  with  the  Bible  in  my  hand,  for  I 
intend  to  become  personal  to  the  member  from 
Ohio  (wbpm  I  see  new  in  bis  seat)  and  his  eoadja- 
tors,  by  applying  to  hittt  a  passage  trom  that  book. 
I  read,  sir,  (if  it  be  not  out  of  order  and  indeco- 
roos  lo  read  the  B.b!e  to  an  Abolitionist,)  from  the 
the  7ih  (3I4PTER  of  the  Gospel  according  to  the 
holy  Saint  Mattuew— 1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  and  5th 
verses : 

"lat.   JtlDOB  (tot"  THAT   YE    PB  NOT  JODOBB. 

•■•2J.  Fob   with  what  jdd<jment  tb  jodoe,  te 

6HAI.X.BBJDDaBD;    AND  WITH    WHAT     MBASOBB     TE 
,  IT  SHALL  BE  MEASBRBD  TO  TOO  AOAIN. 


"^3 1.  And  wnr  bbhcldest  tboo  thb  motb  that 

IS  IK  THT  BBOTHIB'S  BTB.BtJT  OONSIDBRBST  HOT  TBB 
BKAM  THAT  IS  III  THINE  OWN  XTb} 

••4ih.  Ob  wilt  THOtJ  sat  to  tht  bbcthbb,  I.bt 

MS  FDLI.     OOT     TBK  MOTE    OUT  OP  TBINI  KTZ,   itDP 
VeRO{,p  A  VtaH  U  (M  THim  OWN  ETC? 


•54.  THOO  HYPOCRITE,  (pointing  to  Mr- 

QlDDINOS,)  PIBST  CAST  OUT  THE  bICAM  OOT  OP  TatNB 
eWKBTB}AHD  THBil  SHALT  THOU  SBB  CIKABLT  T>> 
OAST  OUT  TBB  MOTE  OUT  OP  THT  BROTBBR'S  ETE." 

Yob  say  that  we  have  a  mijte  in  our  eye:  I  deny 
it  My  constituents  have  no  mots  in  their  eye 
upon  this,  or  any  other  subject.  Therefore  the  text 
is  not  applicable  tom,  bnt  to  you;  and  if  yoa  will 
insist  that  we  have  this  mote  tn  oar  eve,  I  say  o 
you  in  the.  language  of  Scripture:  '"Thoo  btpo- 
caiTB,"  first  cast  oat  the  beam  from  thine  own 
eye,  before  yon  attempt  lo  run  your  fingers  into 
oor». 


PKOSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  BILU 
SPEECH  oFmR.  LirdN, 

OF  MISSOURI, 
H  StnaU,  Friday,  Jtmuary  29,  184 1— On  Mr.  Crit- 

txmden's  amendment  to  distribute  the  prot^eeds 

of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States. 

Mr.  LINN  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 
~  Mr.  Prbsidcnt  :  As  this  seems  to  be  a  day  of 
general  settlement  of  accounts  and  misunderstand- 
tags,  I  de»ire  to  say  a  few  words  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  any  mistake  in  regard  to  my 
eoafseo'nthe  important  quesiitiu  now  before  the 
Senate.  The  honorable  Senator  ftom  Kentncky 
[Mr.  Clay]  was  in  an  enor  when  saying  that  I  had 
remarked,  that  under  no  'state  of  things  that  oottld 
present  themselves,  would  I  vote  for  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolii>a  [Mr,  Cal- 
houn] to  cede,  under  certain  condittoiw,  the  pabliti 
lands  la  the  States  in  which  they  lie. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  never  committed  myself  thns 
far"  against  cession,  althoogh  determined  to  vole 
against  it  when  presented  as  an  amendment  to  the 
pre-emption  bill.  Bat  more  am  I  opposed,  and  de- 
cidedly opposed,  to  the  gentleman's  [Mr.  Clat] 
well  known  proposition  for  distributing  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  ptiblie  lands  among  all 
the  States.  I  will  watch,  sir,  all  these  different 
proponiiions  with  care  and  deep  interest  when 
they  come  Up  as  naked  queaiions,  a|id  give  my 
vote  according  to  the  dictates  of  my  judgment, 
and  the  interest  of  my  constitilents.  Having 
voted  for  one  distribation  bill  -already,  sir,  I 
think  it  mora  than  probable  it  shall  be  the 
last— events  since  that  time,  .not  very  clearly 
proving  its  wisdom.  When  my  friend  fiom 
Kentucky  [Mr.  CarrrBNOEN]  mqved  his  amend- 
ment or  resolutions  of  instrooiions  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to.  report  a  bill,  one 
feature  of  which  should  be  the  distribution  prinei- 
qple,  1  promptly  and  instantly  rose  in  my  place  and 
remarked  that  I  would  move  an  amendment  at  the 
proper  time  to  his  resoludons,  to  di»p^$e  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  for  the  benefit 
of  the  whole  conntcy,  by  appropriating  ihem  lo  the 
increase  of  the  navy,  to  the  fortifications,  and  other 
national  defences;  for  it  <Aras  my  opinion  that  if 
they  were  to  be  taken  ftom  the  common  fund  of 
the  Union,  that  they  ^onld  be  devoted  to  high  and 
important  national  objrfcis,  to  which  I  think  the  J' 
justly  and  properly  b«long;  and  should  ibe  Sena- 
tor's [Mr.  Cbittenbbn]  proposition  prevail,  it  is 
my  fixed  determinrition  thett  to  present  mine,  and 
press  it  with  all  i'.)e  zeal,  energy,  and  ability,  in  my 
power  tocomnjand. 

I  do  notkitow,  sir,  how  far  a  member  can  go  in 
condemni-dg  or  characterizing  nieasares,  and  siill 
not  be  personal  to  the  mover.  There  is  some  deli- 
cacy 4^  \o  f  then>  Itnd  agme  ^mffi  oi  onght  to  be. 


to  the  Qse  of  epithets,  which,  although  applied  to 
measures,  were  made  often  to  stick  to  persons. 

The  honorable  member  from  Kentucky  [Idr. 
Clat]  this    morning,  iii  the  course  of  debate, 
thenght  proper  to  speak  of  the  resolutions  againat 
the  assumption  of  State  debts,  and  for  which  I 
voted,  as  wanton,  cmel,  I^anton  and  Bobeapiena 
like,  and  even  ttalterous  to  the  Stated.    I  should 
be  very  sorry  to  use  such  epithets,  to  mark  the  cha- 
racter of  the  proposition  lo  distribute  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.    Bat  if  such  epi- 
thets and  appellations  were  strictly  i«  order,  with- 
•nt  meaning  any  thing  personal  to  an  individual, 
or  disrespectful  to  the  Senate,  I  would  be  glad  to 
be  informed  of  it,  so  ihat  I  may  tvoid  a  breadi  of 
order;  nor  do  1  wish  such  information  Cor  self-protec- 
tion against  violent  or  harsh  language,  for  the  man 
that  can  give  harderblows  indiat  respect  is  welcome 
to  airme  advantages  he  can  gain;  but  this  body  •f 
grave  men'should  be  the  last  to  resort  to  denuncia- 
tory language,  and  even  on  this  occasion,  when 
there  might  be  seme  justification  for  it,  I  will  act 
resort  to  harsh  words  to  marie  with  dtsappiobatloa 
the  prt^sitioncf  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Clat]  to  distribute  the  proceeds  ofthe  public  lands, 
althoagh  presented  at  a  Ume  when  the  Treasury 
ie  empty,  and  when  the  aspect  of  affairs  was  war- 
like and  threatening  on  every  hand.    I  know,  sir, 
this  is  a  favorite  project  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  pivot  upon  which  many  poliUoal 
events  will  be  made  to  turn,  and  that  to  sustain  U 
he  would  straiti  every  energy  of  lussonl;  but,m 
my  opinion,  this  is  ihe  last  moment  in  our  history 
that  a  proposition  should  be  made  to  iMmoU  my 
pvrHm  of  furrtvenw.    Bather,  sir,  increase  them 
for  great  national  objects- 
Mr.  Preddent,  did  not  my  ooUeigue,  a  WW  i»J» 
since,  in  the  most  solemn  and  impressive  manner, 
say  ih»t  he  would  not  at  &is  moment  permit  him- 
self 19  speak  as  he  thought  of  the  dangeia  that  at 
present  environed  us?     , 

I  know  him,  sir,  lobe  one  of  the  bravest  men 
that  God  ever  made,  and ,  it  may  seem  something 
like  vanity  and  presumption  in  me  to  say  any 
thing  on  this  subjeet  after  such  a  declaration.  Bnt, 
sir,  I  must  and  wiU  speak  out  now,  as  heretofore, 
and  warn  the  country  of  its  danger  and  defenceless 
eondition.  I  feel  it «  solemn  and  imperions  duty 
to  do  so.  liook  for  a  moment  at  our  condi- 
UoB.  Why,  you  know  w«U  that  a  few  years 
since  there  were  not  men  enough  in  garrison  in 
New  York  or  some  oiher  large  AUantic  city  to 
fire  a  national  salute  on  the  arrival  of  a  French 
vessel  of  war  in  their  harbor!  Yet  a  strenuous 
opposition  was  then  made  le,  the  increase  of  your 
army;  and  small  enough  it  is  now,  after  being  dou- 
bled by  the  act  of  1833.  Examine  into  the  slate  of 
the  English  aavy;  but  the  fellowing  Utter  firom  our 

Navv  Department  will  show  it  »t  a  glance: 
piavy  A^ep«        ^^^  DD-AauBUt,  I8th  JanuMjr,  18*. 

3,»- 1  have  tho  honor  to  state, in  reply  to  the  «;4"J,™!-«g?: 
laSS  to  your  letter  of  |h»  Uailnsiaoi,  thM  '»  «««»''Jt2J 
SriOsh  NaVy  Rejister,  it  is  found  that  Ow»i  BrioOn  toO^ 
andboHding  in  llw,  126  ships  of  the  line, »« <i™Pi?>  ~!??K 

••^yiairinttasrtsrpr^SJ^cK 

kS&.  MdTSudl'nfe^  tod  they  coni»mplaie"ncre«dngihe  num. 
tor of^^en toWKwr^ils n6t suppo.edit.at 'atnjo  tb» 
Ffl^^Sw  •<•«"»"'"»»"  forin  »sfj  efficient  Tetnls  of 

^  ""''•^"KJJffilien.serv.nt,^^ 

Hoat.M4»«,     ^  j.K.PAnU)m9. 

•     Bolted  BtatssBenits.  
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Fifly-thrtt  steamsbips  of  war,  and  some  ef  tHem 
of  the  laixest  class,  and  k  is  in  ber  power  to  bring 
'  one  bandied  on  ooi  coast,  a«  sbe  can,  in  a  very 
short  deriod  of  time,  conrert  all  ber  steam  packets 
into  ships  of  war,  they  being  built  ander  tbatslipn* 
lation  with  the  OoVernment.  And  what  man, 
knowing  the  state  of  onr  relations  with  that  power^ 
and  the  excited  state  of  feeling  along  ihe  borders 
of  Maine,  and  the  whole  Northern  frontier,  would 
DAKx  assert,  in  his  place  here,  that  there  was  not 
momentary  danger  of  collision  with  Qreat  Britain. 
No  memb«r  of  this  body  could  bare  ibc  hardihood  ' 
to  deny  that,  if  the  soldiery  of  England  were  to 
shoot  down  half  a  dozen  of  the  citizens  of  Maine, 
war  would  not  be  wevitable.  It  would  be  as  cer- 
tain as  that  Ihe  Almighty  rales  the  heavens  and  ihs 
earth.  No  man  can  permit  himself  to  deny  it, 
however  mnch  he  may  deprecate  it,  or  close  h's 
(yes  to  the  conviction;  and  sneh  a  war  ait  it  will  be, 
never  to  end  till  wt  are  subdued,  or  they  expelled 
from  this  continent.  Yet,  sir,  with  these  dangers 
staring  us  full  in  the  face,  we  are  qaarrelliog  about 
giving  away  the  treasure  of  these  United  Sia'es ! 

Look  at  the  red  fiery  wall  which  this  Oorn'a- 
ment  has  built  up  of  fierce  Indian  warriors  along 
your  defenceless  Western  frontier.  Tnm  your 
eyes  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  thence  to  the  island  of 
Jamaica  over  which  hangs  a  dense  black  clood  of 
danger,  which,  in  due  time,  will  roll  it^lf  along 
our  Southern  coasts  and  from  its  murky  folds  scat- 
ter pestileiiee  and  deaib!  to  the  mouth  of  that  no- 
ble river,  the  Mississippi,  which  floats  on  its  bosom 
to  the  ocean,  the  rich  produotidns  of  the  magnifi- 
cent valley  of  the  West.  Consider  the  state  of  your 
navy.  Thirty  milliMs  of  dollars  woii)d  scarcely 
be  sufficient  to  put  it  in  a  condition  to  .defend  our 
coasti,  or  twenty  millions  to  place  it  on  a  respecta- 
ble footing,  Exdminr  for  a  momea^  the  stale  of 
your  defences  along  thi  line  of  the  Atlaiitic  from 
Maine  to  the  Mississippi  and  Sabine  rivets,  and 
say  it  tliey  do  not  demand  prompt  attention  and 
care,  and  yet  tee  are  ntie  ealled  upon  to  diOrilnitt 
JSnemii/imi  mtnuaUy  ompng  tAe  Stales  of  ike  Union  ! 

The  Constitution  of  our  eominon  country  calls 
upon  as  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare;  this  wtut  one  of  the  principal 
arguments  urged  in  favor  its  adoption'  to  protect 
our  interests  abroad;  and  to  defend  the  country 
against  foreign  aggression.  Now  is  the  accepted 
time  to  fulfil  these  great  and  peramount  obligv 
lions.  We  cannot  evade,  we  dare  not  post- 
pone, without  being  faithler^s  to  the  noble  trast 
reposed  in  us  by  our  constituents;  we  have  bad  one 
distribiftion,  and  that  is  snfiicient  for  mr.  No,  sir, 
1  mistake;  it  was  bonesUy  intended,  as  fsr  as  my 
action 'was  concerned,  lo  be  a  deposite  of  our  mo- 
ney with  the  States  forsafekfeping,  rather  than  per- 
mit banks  to  speculate  on  it,  ^nd  flood  the  country 
with  their  paper.  But  it  tetoa  I  was  behind  the 
age,  and  it  was,  and  is,  coneiderrd  as  a  debt  we 
owed,  the  last  instalment  of  which  is  to  be  paid  by 
Ihe  passage  of  a  bill  (if  it  does  pass)  now  npon  our 
tables.  Make  this  ethtr  distribution,  a^.d  do  you 
,  rappose  that  it  will  stop  at  that  poin>t  Let  this  por- 
tion of  the  revenue  go,  and  you  will  be  called  upon 
to  yield  mMher,  and  yet  iNCTHCR,  udiil  we  shall  be 
left  powerless  and, helpless;  and  whrn,  as  a  nation, 
we  are  insulted  and  trampled  on,  and  onr  rights 
violated,  it  will  be  too  late  to  call  al<iod  upon  the 
|<eoplc  to  previJe  r9r  the  public  dtf-.nee.    At^nl 


then  will  be  th*ir  vingeancc  upon  their  unfaithful 
servants. 

I  repeat  it  again,  now  is  the  accepted  time  to  do 
our  duty  in  providing  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfdre.  If  I  know  the  feelings  that  ani- 
mate my  bosom,  so  help  me  Heaven,  if  such  a 
proposition  came  from  the  tide  of  the  Senate  with 
whicfi  I  usually  act  in  polities,  my  American  feel- 
ing is  so  strong,  that  I  would  throw  to  the  winds  all 
minor  and  party  con«ideratioas,  and  vole,  without  a 
moment's  hesitation,  against  it. 

Read  over  carefully  all  the  messages  of  your 
Presidents,  fiom  the  first  to  the  last<  They  all 
breathe  the  same  spirit,  the  same  language,  in  effect, 
viz:  ill  peace,  prepare  for  war.  Examiae  well  the 
reports  from  ihe  War  Department;  ponder  over' 
the  following  senilmentt  from  the  Secretary  at  War 
to  the  Senate,  in  1836: 

"But  it  isiipoa  our  maritine  frontier  that  we  are  moat  ex* 
poseil.  Our  coast  for  time  thouaanil  milea  ie  waeluxl  bj  ihe 
Ocean,  wtiictl  eejiaralei)  ua  from  ttiose  nations  who  tia^e  made 
tlia  higtieal  adrancef  in  all  the  arte.and  panicolarl;  tlioee  wliich 
miniaier  to  ttie  operatioju  of  war,  and  witli  wtiom,  from  our  in* 
tercourse  and  political  retaiiona,  we  are  tnotn  liable  lu  be  drawn 
into  coltu<ion.  U  tbia  great  medium  of  communication,  the 
element  at  the  aime  time  of  separation  and  union,  inierpi  eae  pe* 
culiar^obataclea  to  the  pruireu  uf  hostile  demoaatraiiooa, 
it  also  offers  advaptazes  which  are  not  less  obvious,  and  whtcli, 
to  beauccesafullT  reMstad,  require  corresnondmg  arrangemenia 
and  exertions.  Theae  advanlaEres  depend  on  the  economy  and 
fkr.llity  of  transpottaiion,  on  the  celerity  of  movement,  and  on 
tha  power  of  an  enemy  to  threaten  the  whole  9hor&  spread  out 
before  him,  and  to  select  his  point  of  attack  at'  pleasure.  A 
powerful  hostile  fleelupon  the  coast  of  the  United  Slates  pre- 
sents some  of  the  features  of  war,  where  a  heavy  mass  ia  bniught 
to  act  againet  detachments,  which  may  be  out  up  in 
detail,  although  their  combined  forcea  would  exceed 
the  assailing  fue.  Our  polnia  ot  exposure  are  so  numerous 
and  diatant,  that  it  would  b«  iaipractabje  to  keep,  at 
each  of  them,  a  force  competent  to  resist  ihe  attacii  of  an  ene- 
my, prepared  by  his  naval  ascendency  and  his  other  airange- 
menu,  to  makea  sudden  and  vigorous  Inroad  upon  our  shores. 
It  becumee  ua,  therefera,  to  inquire  how  the  coosequaoces  ol 
tliis  state  of  things  are  to  be  beat  met 'and  averted. 

**The  first  and  most  obvious,  and  in  every  point  of  yiewtho 
moat  proper  method  of  defence,  ia  aa  augraentauon  of  our  na- 
val force  to  an  extent  proportlooed  to  ttie  resources  and  nacessi* 
ties  of  tlie  nation.  1  do  not  mean  the  actual  conauuction  and 
equipment  of  veasels  only.  The  numt>er  of  those  in  service, 
roust  depend  on  the  state  of  the  country  at  a  given  (leriod.  But 
I  mean  tiie  collection  of  alt  such  materials  as  may  be  preserved 
without  injury,  and  a  due  encouragement  of  those  branchea  of 
iiiierost  to  the  growth  of  a  navy,  and  which  may  be  properly 
nurtured  by  the  Government;  so  thaton  the  approach  of  dan- 
ger, a  fleet  may  put  to  aea,  without  delay,  •utliciantly  power- 
ful to  meet  apy  force  which  will  piobably  l)e  senijo  our 
coast." 

"Qua  OUAT  BATTLB  DFON  TBK  OOBAM  18  TBT  TO    BS  FOlTOaT, 

and  we  Shalt  gain  notliing  by  sliutting  our  eyes  to  the  nature  of 
the  •uiiggle,  or  to  the  exertions  we  shall  find  it  necessary  lo 
make.  All  our  institutions  are  essentially  pacific,  and  every 
citizen  feels  that  hia  ahare  of  the  common  interest  is  alTected  by 
the  derangement  of  buainoss — by  the  cnormoua  expense,  aad  by 
the  uncertain  TesuUs  of  war.  Thia  feeling  presses  upon  the 
community  and  the  Government,  and  ia  a  aura  guarantee  thai 
we  shall  never  be  precipitated  into  a  contest,  not  embark  in  one^ 
unless  imperiously  required  by  those  ccmsiderations  which 
leave  no  alternative  between  resiatance  and  diphooor.  Accord- 
iy,all  onr  history  shaws  that  we  aie  more  dispoecd  to  bear, 
while  evils  are  to  be  borne,  than  to  seek  redress  by  spneals  in 
arms.  Still,  however,  a  contest  must  come,  and  It  tiehoovee 
ns,  while  we  have  the  meana  and  opportunity,  to  look  forward 
to  its  attendant  circumstances,  and  to  prepare  far  the  conae- 
qeseea- 

"Thara  ia  aa  little  need  of  inquiry'Dow  inlo  our  raoial  as  into 
our  phyaical  capacity  to  maintain  a  navy,  and  to  meet  upon 
eqaal  tafms  the  ships  and  aeamen  of  other  nations.  Our  ax- 
landed  commerce,  creating  and  croatotf  by  those  resources 
which  are  esaential  to  the  building  and  equipment  of  fleets,  re- 
movoa  alt  doubt  upon  one  point,  and  the  history  of  our  naval 
enterprise,  from  ttie  moment  when  the  colors  were  first  hoisted 
upon  the  haauly  prepared  vesaels  at  the  commencement  of  our 
Revolutionary  etruggle,  to  the  last  conteet  in  which  any  uf  our 
ships  were  engaged^  is  equally  sauslactory  upon  the  other. 
The  acbieremeois  ol^  our  navy  have  stamped  its  character  with 
Ui«  country  and  the  world.  The  simple  recital  uf  its  ezploila  ia 
tha^igheat  eulogium  which  can  be  pronounced  upon  it." 

Look  at  the  recent  message  of  the  Governor  (if 

the  S  ata  of  Ma'ue.  -  He  say.-: 

"The  eotrespondenca  wlilrii  haa  recently  been  communicated 
to  you  by  my  pretleceasor,  discloses  another  jnovement  on  the 
parlof  the  Hrltish  authorities,  well  calculated  to  arrest  atten- 
tion, ami  cAii  forth  indignant  remonstrance  on  the  part  of  Maine 
suil  the  Union.  If  I  am  corrocthr  informe<l,  in  a  very  short 
time  after  tlie  conclualon  of  the  agnement,  by  which  it  waa  in 
eflbct  stipulated  that  the  British  authorities  should  not  attempt 
tn  liikfi  military  possession  of  what  is  termed  by  them  'the  dia- 
putotl  tt  rrilory,'  rtuting  tlie  exiut«nc«  of  that  arrangement;  adc- 
ucliment  of  herM.'ijeaty's  troops  wss  stationed  at  Tsmiarouata 
lake,  within  that  territory,  and  haa  been 'Continued  there  ever 
since.  And  we  are  now  informed  that  another  iletachmenl  liaa 
bean  muveO  to,  andatationad  at,  the  Madawaska  setUemeni,  for 
the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  Jurisdiction  and  sutiporiing  the 
aiarclsaof  authority  on  lbs  part  of  the  BriUsb  roaglKnitea. 
This  movement  baa  been  made  by  iha  Goremot  General  of  the 


British  ProvincM,  wilbonfwiy  prior  MKifiemtlon  or  < 
dance,  seeking  information  ot  exptaoaiion  from  Ibe  aail 
of  this  State  or  the  United  Slates;  and  aaaiuning,  aa  tlie  kio«&4 
of  action,  the  Teportofacla  andlbrealaof  IndlvklmlB,  wiihac 
ioquiting  wbeiher  those  aaaumed  facia,  if  m  any  Met  tiac,  waa 
In  purauance  of  oiden,  or  juaiifiad  by  tlia  GsraniBMal  1 
Maine.  1  cannot  but  riaw  this  proceeding,  aa  my  predi  r  I'fii 
dnea,  in  hb  reply  to  Sir  John  Harvey,  aa  %  direct  and  palpaMa 
infringement  of  the  subsisting  arraManiMUs,'  aiid  as  iBknc 
mitlianr  peaaessioB  of  that  c«i«iao  of  tlia  conlaaud  taaiiiMj. 
And  if  we  suggestion  of  lieutenant  Governor  Harrey,  m» 
aeema  not  to  have  been  consulted  in  relation  ta  this  new  act  erf 
juTlBcUciion,  and  who  evidently  regards  It  with  ngm,  if  noc  aa 
an  inlri^ement  of  sutMiating  anmngementa,  is  diare^arded,  aad 
the  British  troopa  are  permanenUy  locatsd  at  Madawaata.  I 
■hall  feel  it  my  duty  lo  raileralatha  raquaat  already  maila  ta  iha 
General  Govammani,  and  to  urge  upon  ibalSovafnaMot  *a 
jdatioaand  azpediency  of  taking  mitliary  peaaeaww.  oaibe  pBt 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  territory  hi  diapote-  TixOefenl 
Oovtmmcnt  owet  it  to  Maine  to  move  f^raard  in  tkitnaOtr 
with  pn>mplnes8  and  energy,  wiih  a  alnc*  re,  and  arcn  aax- 
iaus,  desire  to  preserve  iiaaca,  but  with  an  eguaUifJSnm  deiar- 
liunatipn  to  maintain  svhsiitting  enga^enunte  on  our  parU 
and  to  insist  upon  a  full  performance  from  Ike  other  party , 
But  I  will  not  permit  myself  to  do<ibc<  that  pradentaad  wiaa 
councils  will  prevail,  and  that  the  promised  tirmiBaiioa  ofpead- 
iag  negntiationa  win  not  be  retarded  or  prevented  by  haaty  and 
unjuetmable  movementis  in  relation  to  military  occupauon, 
during  the  progress  of  the  surveys  and  oegotiaiiQaa,  inteodM 
or  a  final  determination  of  the  long  vexed  question- 

"I  would  again  call  attention  to  onr  defmaUst  naitard 
and  frontier.  I  need  rut  enlarge  upon  the  tapie,  ftr  Use 
naked  facts  are  Ihe  strongest  ar^tments  on  the  oibjeeL  Aa 
guardians  of  Maine,  it  is  your  risht  and  duty  tosel  forth  Av 
aitutttion  and  our  clainw  upon  ike  Government;  that  altm* 
has  the  psver  to  place  us  ina  proper  state  oJd^enetagttimH 
foreign  enemies,  and  I  have  no  doubt  you  wiiiMtehtsrgeymir 
duty." 

Turn  your  eyes  to  the  state  of  your  deftmees  oa 
the  great  lakes  and  their  borders.  On  ihe^e  iaieiBal 
seas  yon  have  neither  steam  nor  any  other  vessels 
of  war,  whilst  Oreat  Britain  has  btik,  and,  by  ifae 
Welland  canal,  can  eoneenirate  any  number  of 
sloops  and  small  craft,  so  aa  lo  eommand  aay 
and  all  the  lakes,  and  strike  at  any  point  die 
pleases. 

Whilst  we  have  but  one  or  two  national  steam 
vessels  of  war,  Great  Britain  can  command  one 
'  hundred,  by  the  conversion  of  her  steam  packet* 
into  vessels  of  war;  and,  sir,  bat  little  is  risked, 
when  I  assert  it  as  very  possible  for  six  sieamahipa 
-of  the  first  class  to  force  their  way  into  the  harbor 
of  New  York,  our  great  commercial  metropolis, 
bombard  and  demolish  it,  or  lay  it  under  contribu- 
tion, in  less  than  forty-eight  hours  from  the  lime  of 
the  attack.  Look  at  the  state  of  your  defences  on 
Stalen  Island.  Why,  sir,  it  will  take  five  niilUoDs 
cf  dollars  to  fortify  properly  the  ci'y  of  New  Yoik; 
and  yet  we  are  called  upon  to  give  away  Jht*  piU- 
liens  ■nnuaffy  of  the  people's  money,  «ntni*led  l« 
ns  for  these  objects,  and  for  their  use,  to  the  States, 
which  have  surrendered  to  us  the  power  and  duty 
of  protecting  thera  against  foreign  assaults. 

The  eloquent  Sena'or  [Mr.  Clat]  has  loM  as 
that  this  was  the  age  of  peace;  that  there  -  was  ao 
danger  of  war;  thai  war  was  beginning  to  be  eoa- 
sidered  disgraceful.  I  quote  hia  seatimants,  net 
exactly  his  words.  I  am  aware,  sir,  of  the  ftogctm 
of  Christian  and  Demccraiic  principles  ever  Ihe 
world;  and  that  they  will  uUimaiely  rule,  it  is  my 
serious  belief.  But  ages  and  ages  most  roll  on  be- 
fore thai  happy  an<|  blissful  period  will  arrive. 
Come  it  will,  in  the  fulness  of  time.  Bur  lo  prove 
that  this  happy  period  has  not  yet  arrived,  see  iha 
English  nation  throwing  its  mighty  power  uptm  Ihe 
far  distant  shores  of  China,  and  carrying  desstractiaB 
and  death  along  her  borders,  because  she  will  not 
permit  her  people  to  be  poisoned  by .  English 
opinm. 

Have  tot  no  just  cause  of  diffieubies  with  bed 
Are  they  not  accumulating  from  lime  to  time,  aad 
from  Ihe  shores  of  the  Ailaniic  to  ihe  Pacific  ooeanl 
Are  not  the  causes  for  war  m.ore  trave  and  arripaa 
between  us  than  beiweea  Boglaod  andChiaaY  Aad 
what  stcniity  have  we  that  she  will  not  be  dowa 
upon  us  for  some  real  or  fancied  wrong}    Her  eoQ. 
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dact  to  Chink  should  setvw  as  as  a  aseful  tessoD, 
never  to  be  forgotten;  Can  we,  thto,  say  that 
peace  wlU  be  lastiogl  No  one  will  sajr  so.  Can 
we,  as  American  Seoatora,  divert  .from  great 
national  objects  the  money  confidui  to  oar  care  for 
the  hely  pucpoee  of  oar  defence? 

Boglaad  has  now  in  Nova  Seotia,  New  Brans> 
wteb,  and  the  Canadas,  thirty  iboasand  black-  and 
while  troops,  and  twenty  or  thirty  thoasand  Indians, 
oar  natural  and  herediiary  enemies,  who  require 
Bothiog  bat  British  organization  on  the  Western 
firontief  to  make  them  desperately  formidable,  and 
yet  we  are  told  there  is  no  danger.  At  a  time  like 
this,  and  onder  all  the  eircnmstances,  I  should. not 
have  expected  aneh  a  proposition,  or  such  lulling 
s  mndsofpeaMift'om  the  Senator  from  Kentiieky, 
[Mr.  Clat,]  whose  cUrion  voice,  animaijng  bis  fel- 
low-eitizeas  to  battle  in  ^e  cause  of  their  beloved 
country  daring  the  last  war  still  rings  in  my  «ars. 
He  was  then  all  alive  to  the  honor  and 'Security  of 
the  land  which  \^*A  piled  up  honors  so  lav  ishly 
upon  him;  and  he  will  descend  to  posterity  with  the 
necllaeiions  Bt  the  part  he  tbea  took  clustering 
around  bis  memory;  nor  do  I  now  wish  to  be  an- 
detstood  as  doubting  hit  patriotism;  it  may  slum- 
ber, but  will  never  die.  I  m^y  differ  from  the  Se- 
nator on  many  important  political  points,  bat  it  is 
my  earnest  desire  to  be  just. 

Toe  defences  of  oar  country  lay  close  to  my 
heait.  Sir,  the  event*  preceding  and  daring  the 
late  war  made  an  indelible  impression  upon  n^ 
miod.  Who,  that  was  animated  by  one  spark  of, 
American  feeling,  did  not  witness,  with  indignation, 
Ike  iasvlls  and  the  injaries  heaped  up^on  as  by  fo- 
reign nations,  and  in  particular  by  Oreat  Britain?' 
Who  does  not,  even  now,  feel  the  blu^h  of  shame  . 
mantling  his  cheeks,  at  the  recollection  of  the  facts.. 
that  out  vessels  were  stepped  apon  the  high  seas, 
andxmrfeQoW'citizensttragged  in  chains  on  board 
foreign  ships  of  war,  and  frequently  compelled  to  . 
fight  against  their  own  eountrymenl  Who  can  re- 
■aember,  without  shame  and  sorrow,  the  attack 
upon  the  Chesapeake,  and  the  murder  of  Pierce,  in 
onr  own  waters,  and  even  in  the  month  of  our  har- 
bor? Who  cannot  recall,  in  a  moment,  the  born- 
ings,  mordera,  and  saalpings,  along  our  frontiers? 
Bnt  ew  ugh  of  this:  they  are  not  reverted  to  in  a 
spirit  of  revenge,  but  the  history  of  the  past  will  be 
tb«  history  of  the  futore,  and  coming  events  east 
their  shadows  befoi«  them. 

Tet,  it  it  endeavored  to  be  impressed  npon  as 
that  this  is  an  age  of  peace!  There  is  no  peaco, 
sir,  for  thia  gailty,  lost  world  of  onrs.  Look  at  the 
eondact  of  England,  even  in  the  last  few  years^- 
nay,  nontbs.  lliere  is  scarcely  a  country  on  the 
globe  in  which  she  was  not  at  work,  with  hsr  death- 
deatmx  instruments,  to  aoeomplisb  the  object  she 
seemed  to  have  in  view — of  vhivbrsai,  oomiitatiom. 
The  soand  of  her  cannon  may  even  now  be  htard 
reverberating  from  the  shores  of  the  Mediierrane&n, 
frvoa  Upper  India,  and  from  China.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  deny  that  she  is  exerting  her  inSuence  in  oar 
own  country  through  many  and  various  channels — 
throogh  her  literature,  which  find)  its  way  to  the 
cztreflMSt  verge  vof  the  Repablic,  and  for  which  I 
am  thankfal;  but  i>till  it  is  an  influfn je,  and  a  most 
potent  onr,  even  if  kept  within  legitimate  bounds — 
through  oar  langoage,  religion,  cusiomv-,  minners, 
and  taws— thfongb  the  ana  and  sciences — bat 
above  all,  ihrOdgh  the  mediam  of  trade  and  navi- 
gation, by  vbi(h  we  are  almost  sold  to  her.    And, 


sir,  it  is  a  melancholy  fact  to  admit,  but  candor 
compels  the  admission,  that  never,  to  this  moment, 
have  we  entirely  cast  off  the  swaddling  clothes  of 
infancy,  or  die  tati<red  garments  of  early  colonial 
dependence. 

Mr.  President,  there  can  be  bat  two  honest  poli- 
tical puties  ia  this  country.  The  fragments  ijost 
be  absorbed  by  the  great  bodies;  and  is  it  saying 
too  much  that  when  these  parties  are  anayed 
against  each  other,  and  battling  fiercely  for  princi- 
ple and  potvsr,  with  nearly  eqaai  numbers,  tha^ 
British  interests  and  British  influepce  may  be 
thrown  into  the  scales  to  cause  one  side  to  prepon- 
derate? And  the  parly  in  this  country  which  ap- 
projdfflates  in  (•pinion  neatest  to  her  political  sys- 
tem, which  advocates  with  zeal  her  interests  in  op- 
position to  the  inieiests  of.  powers  foreign  to  us; 
that  party  which  shall  exert  its  power  and  influ- 
ence to  secure  the  payment  of  the  vast  sums  we 
owe  in  England  at  the  expense  of  crippling  vi- 
tally the  0«neral  Qovernment,  will  have  'the  sym- 
pathy and  all  the  incidental  aid  which  can  be  given 
wiihont  seeming  to  interfere  too  openly  in  onr  do- 
mestic affairs. 

The  British  press  and  British  money  wi<l  be  put 
in  requisition  here  and  abroad  to  aid  this  party, 
and  the  world  must  judge  which  of  the  two  parties 
in  this  country  was  most  likely  to  obtain  that  aid. 

And,  Mr.  President,  I  hrpe  this  can  be  said  with- 
out meaning  or  asserting  that  the  great  mass  of  the 
American  people  have  been  corrapted  by  foreign 
gold.  No  one  has  said  so,  no  one  has  thought  so. 
Boglish  emissaries  have  heretofore  penetrated  into 
the  heart  of  the  land,  and  will  do  so  again,  to  fo- 
ment disunion;  and  glided  along  our  frontier,  ex- 
citing the  ferocious  savage  lo  rapine  and  slaughter; 
and  the  World's  Convention  lately  met  in  London 
for  purposes  connected  with  our  domestic  relations. 
She  is  every  whers  insinaaled  among  as;  and  apon 
the'ooean  and  npon  the  land,  she  no<y  presents  the 
most  •tupendons  fabric  of  wisdom  and  power  that 
the  world  ever  saw.  .  Our  dispute^  wiA  her  are 
ripening;  they  must  soon  be  matured,  and  when 
At  is  ready,  she  will  present  the  alternaiive  of  ae- 
quiescence  to  her  withes,  or  of  war  to  the  knife ! 
Ate  yon  prepared  for  this?  No,  sir.  -  Then  let  us. 
be  up  and  doing,  for  now  is  the  accepted  time. 

In  the  remarks  made  by  me  on  the  pre-emption 
bill,  it  was  my  earnest  desiie  to  confine  myself  tp 
its  provisions  and  to  its  objects.  I  view  it  as  a 
measure  that  will  at  this  moment  increase  our  reve- 
nues, make  the  heart  of  the  poor  man  glad,  aug- 
ment our  national  resources  by  opening  the  wilder- 
ness and  tbefonntains  <i[f  hidden  treasar«s,and  invite 
emigration  from  abroad.  I  desire  to  see  my  coun- 
try great,  prosperous,  intiepzndent,  and  happy;  the 
asylum  of  the  exiled  and  oppressed  of  alt  naiiony. 
I  wirh  to  see  it  a  burning  and  sbining  light  to  the 
world.  And  in  every  vote,  tnd  in  every  word  ut- 
tered, I  will  endeavor  to  keep  these  objects  in  view. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  DAVIS, 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 
In  the  Hmue  of  Repraenlatites,  Febnuri/  19,  1841 — 
In  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  ex- 
tend for  five  years  the  law  approved  July  7, 
1838,  granting  pensiont  to  certain  widows  of 
officeM  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolation. 
Mr.  DAVIS  addressed  the  committee  a«  follows: 
Mr.  CHAOtMiN:  Tbe.'C  seems  to  be  some  mis- 
nndereUtnding  in  the  committee  as  to  the  effect 
of  this  bill  now  under  con:tideratioD,  or  at  least 
amongst    some  of   the    gentlemen    who   have 


addressed  the  committee  on  the  subject.  It  bast>eett 
stated  that  this  bill  will  increase  the  public  expendi- 
ture; and  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Jonxs]  iafutms  us  that 
it  will  require  between  two  and  a  half  and  three  mil- 
lions of  dullars  for  the  five  years.  Admit  this  to  be  a 
(act,  (said  Mr.  D.)  of  which  I  have  no  doubt,  it  is 
not  an  increase  over  your  present  expenditure  to 
that  anioant.  The  bill  only  revives  and  extends 
the  act  of  July  7, 1838,  for  the  term  of  five  years 
from  th«  4ih  of  March  i^ext,  when  the  present  law 
expiref.  If  a  few  pensioners  or  their  widows 
thould  be  placed  on  the  list  under  the  second  sec. 
lion  of  this  bill,  it  will  not  be  equal  to  the  diminu- 
tion of  the  number  of  those  now  on  the  roll,  em- 
braced in  the  first  section.  Some  gentlemen  seeia 
.to  be  alarmed  at  the  increase  of  the  pension  list. 
So  far,  however,  from  its  increasing,  it  is  decreas- 
ing daily,  and  agreeably  to  the  course  of  natiire,  so 
far  as  Elevolutionary  officers  and  soldiers  and  their 
widows  ate  concerned,  it  mutt  soon  cease  alto- 
gether. 

By  referring  to  the  returns  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions,  it  will  be  seen  that  1,505  deaths  have 
been  reported  within  the  last  year;  171  of  them 
were  widows  who  were  pensioned  under  the  act  of 
July  7, 1838,  now  intended  to  be  revived.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  many  more  have  died  that  have  not 
been  reported,  because  there  was  a  balance  re- 
maining in  the  hands  «f  the  pension  agen  s  un- 
drawn on  the  l>t  day  of  January  last,  of  |561,- 
763  38,  of  which  sum  $401,023  59  was  appropri- 
ated for  the  paymeht  of  ceruin  widows,  embraced 
ia  the  act  which  the  first  section  of  this  bill  iU'i 
tefids  to  continue  in  force. 

By  referriiig  to  the  several  pension  laws,  it  will 
be  seen  that,  under  the  act  of  March  18,  1818,  of 
20,000  officers  and  Soldiers  placed  on  your  pension 
list,  only  7,947  are  now  remaining. 

Trailer  the  act  of  June  7, 1833,  the  number  al- 
lowed pensions  was  3l,8t;8,  oC  whicH  only  33,307 
now  remain. 

Of  the  1,116  |>erson8  who  were  pensioned  ander 
the  law  Of  May  IS,  1823,  for  the  benefit  of  the  of- 
fleets  and  soldiers  of  the  continental  army  who 
served  during  the  war,  only  .6D5  ate  now  on  the 
rolls. 

The  namber  of  widows  who  have  receive  1 
pensions  under  itie  act  of  July  4,  1836.  is  3,4S8; 
and  3.760  ef  that  number  are  still  on  the  pension 
lolh,  and  supposed  to  be  liv  ng. 

The  number' of  widows  who  have  been  pensioned 
under  the  act  of  July  7,  1838,  is  5.913,  and  death 
has  already  reduced  them  to  5,586;  and  in  a  short 
time  there  will  be  no  more  of  them  lefi. 

The  whole  number  pensioned  under  the  several 
acts  of  Congre:>s,  of  officer;,  !>sldicrs,  and  widows, 
is  63,374;  of  this  number  40,105  are  reported  lo 
be  still  on  the  pension  rell,  allboa|h  it  is  believed 
that  many  of  them  are  deceased,  of  whose  deaths  no 
notice  has  yet  leen  given.  From  the  state- 
ment it  will  be  seen  that  mere  are  about  forty  thou- 
sand names  now  on  your  pension  roll,  out  of  sixty 
two  thousand;  and  therelore  there  is  no  cause  of 
alarm  by  apprehending  «n  increase  of  your  pen. 
sion  list;  and  if  it  were  double  that  number  (said 
Mr.  D.)  I  would  still  make  ample  provision  for 
them. 

,Tne  gisntleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Stan- 
ly,] baa  aiteoipied  to  make  this  a  party  question,  by 
calling  on  the  fntnds  of  the  coming  Administration 
not  to  suffer  themselves  to  be  burdened  with  this 
additional  expense. 

[Here  Mr.  Stanlt  roie  and  .•tailed  that  he  did 
not  mtend  to  make  it  a  patty  question,  nor  did  lie 
wish  his  remarks  to  be  so  understcod.] 

Mr.  Divii  said,  he  had  so  andersiood  the  gentle* 
man,  but  tte  would  take  his  explanation  as  given. 
Ooe  thing  he  «ai  plea-^ed  to  say,  that  iberc  was  no 
party  in  tne  district  that  b«  had  the  honor  lo  repre- 
benl,  opposed  to  this  bill.  If  tbtre  ever  was  a  law 
that  met  the  universal  approbation  of  all  parties 
in  that  district,  it  is,  taid  be,  your  laws  grantmg 
pensions  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  o(  the  Revola- 
tion, and  to  their  widows,  to  keep  them  Irom  want 
in  their  decliaiog  years. 

Sir,  raid  Mr.  O.  we  owe  to  that  class  of  oar  fcl- 
low-e«iizens  a.debt  of  gratitude  that  we  shall  never 
be  able  to  pay,    f  o  the  sotdieis  «f  the  {tenli)iioit 
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we  ire  indebted  for  tbe  blessiogs  of  ibe  Qovern- 
meat.  Yes,  sir,  for  tbe  right  to  assemble  in  this 
hall,  to  discuss  their  claims  and  yet  gtntlemen 
talk  aboat  dollars  and  cents,  when  such  claims  as 

'  tbese  are  presented  for  their  eonsideration. 

There  are  a  fewr  widows  yet  remaining  among 
as,  whose  hasbands  not  only  fought  the  battles  of 
yoiK  country,  bnt  wasted  their  fortanes,  and  in- 
jured their  health  in  doing  ;o.  And  will  you,  said 
Mr.  D.  DOW  withhold  from  them  this  small  pittance 
to  keep  tbem  from  suffering,  dariog  tbe  tew  days 
that  they  may  yet  remain  amongst  u&l  An  attempt 
has  been  made,  sei  1  be,  to  make  this  a  sectional 
question.    But  by  looking  over  tbe  last  returns  of 

'  tbe  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  it  will  be  seen,  how- 
erer,  that  they  are  to  be  found  in  erery  State  and 
Territory  of  tbe  Union. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.D.  I  did  not  rise  to 
make  a  speech,  but  to  correct  what  seemed  to  me 
to  be  aa  error  in  the  miads  of  some  members  in 
supposing  that  this  bill  would  increase  your  pen- 
sion list,  and  therefore  ioeri:as3  the  public  burden. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  COOPER, 

OF  OEORfllA. 
In  Ihe  Haiui  qf  Sepramtalivei,  Feinury  9,  1841 — 

In  Committee  of  the   Whole  (in  reply  to  Mr. 

GiDoiNG*  of  Ojio)  on  the  Pension  bill,  and  tbe 

amendment  thereto  appropriaiiog  |100,000  for 

removal  of  the  Indians  ffom  Florida. 

After  Mr.  Giddinqs  of  Ohio  had  concluded  bis 
,  speech,  Mr.  COOPER  of  Georgia  rose  in  reply, 
and  said: 

He  felt  himself  called  on  b)  an  imperious  sense 
of  duty  to  do  what  be  least  Anticipated;  and,  al- 
though it  bad  been  his  purpose  to  remain  silent 
during  tbe  remainder  of  the  seiision,  he  was  not 
permitted  quietly  to  sit  and  hear  the  people  he  re- 
presented—ye<,  his  very  neighbors — slandered  and 
vilified,  and  the  domestic  institaiions  amidst  which 
he  had  been  boin  and  educated,  with  which  bis 
consUtnenis  were  identified,  assailed  and  denounced 
as  a  moral  pestilence,  that  polluted  and  cuniami- 
naied  all  who  were  in  contact  with  them.  No,  sir; 
I  should  be  unfaithful  ta  my  trust,  if  I  did  not 
speak  out,  when  sentiments  like  those  of  the  geo- 
t'eman  fiom  Ohio,  and  principles  such  as  he  advo- 
cated, were  freely  and  plainly  ottered  in  this  hall, 
in  the  hraricg  of  the  American  Congiess — sehii- 
Dteots  and  principles  unwise,  imprudent,  unsafe, 

alarming,  aud  destructive  of  this  Government 

principles  dictated  by  a  false  phJanlhropy,  and  un- 
supported by  -the  laws  and  Constitution  or  by  tbe 
reason  and  justice  of  tbe  caie. 

During  three  long  hours,  sir,  we  bad  sat,  hear- 
ing and  seeing  tbe  inaictions  wnieb  that  gentleman 
attempted  to  put  upon  the  State  of  Georgia.  Re- 
spect for  oarrelves  and  for  the  station  he  holds,  as  a 
member  of  this  House,  has  prociued  lor  him  a  pa- 
tient hearing. 

I  haye  endeavored  to  mark  with  accuracy  the 
sentimrnts  he  has  uttered  and  the  princ  pies  be  has 
laid  down;  that  I  might  clearly  define  his  purpows, 
an  t  expose  the  rule  that  governs  him  in  refusing  or 
.  grantiug  supplies  to  defend  his  country,  when  in- 
vaded by  a  foreign  or  domestic  foe. 

I  thirik  I  have  not  mii>uDder<tood  hiin,  nor  have 
I  rrred  in  the  estimate  I.have  put  on  his  purposes. 
The  propositinn  before  iba  committee  is  lo  appro- 
priate |I00,000  to  carry  out  an  <fiV)rt  to  terminate 
the  Florida  war— a  conB  ct  which  you  have  been 
engaged  in  for  live  years  with  savages  and  refugee 
skves— a  war  unlike  any  other  whieh  has  heieio. 
fore  existed — a  foe  ever  in  the  field;  never  seen, 
bnt  always fel— continually  attacking,  but  never 
met— one  with  whom  innocent  mothrs  and  their 
babes  ate  is  lawful  viciou  at  ih:;  man  at  arms. 

To  this  proposttion  the  member  from  Ohio  fays 
he  will  stand  oppcsed.  And  upnn  what  ground) 
The  war,  be  says,  was  uttjust  bec&n.'e  the  people  of 
Oiorgia  and  of  Florida  were  the  a^tgre^sors.  He 
has  endeavored  to  trace  Ihe  causes  of  that  war  wiih 
a  view  to  fix  this  charge  en  Georeia  in  particular. 
He  thinks  he  has  traced  it  to  limvry,  for  he  de- 
clares that  the  crime  of  negro  tteaUng,  committed 
by  tbe  Georgians,  was  Uw  cause  of  the  war.  He 
arrives  at  ihia  conclusion  by  assuminir,  that  with- 
p»t  slavery  iher«  «o(|Id  be  qo  negro  sieaUng. 


After  cottdeming  the  war  and  his  Qovemment  for 
being  engaged  in  it— after  abusing,  in  a  slanderous 
manner,  the  people  I  represent,  tor  originating  it, 
as  he  alleges— after  ponring*lorih  bis  invectives 
and  denunciations  a^inst  tbe  peculiar  domestic 
institutions  of  my  State,  he  utters  loud  and  bittisr 
complaints  that  he  and  bis  constituents  are  tastd  to 
wff  for  this  war— raises  a  lamentation  and  a  wail- 
ing in  behalf  of  the  poor  Indian,  whilst  he  stands 
with  bis  tomahawk  and  r<fle  over  the  mangled  and 
bleeding  bodies  of  the  defenzeless  white  mother 
and  her  child,  and  declares  he  will  give  nothing  to 
defeud  or  protect  bii  country. 

Thij,sir,  is  the  chiincter,  ihe^siim  and  tbe  sub* 
stance  of  th6  philaniropy  and  benevolence  of  those 
who,  like  tbe  gentleman  from  Ohio,  have  such  a 
holy  and  pute  leligipn  in  regard  to  slavery ;  so 
much  good  will  for  the  Indian  and  the  negro- 
mixed  with  "scorn  and  indignation"  for  the  Anth- 
em white  man.  '  This  affords  us  a  measure  of  hU 
patriotism. 

I  rejoice,  sir,  that  we  of  the  South  have  a  diffe- 
rent and  more  exalted  patriotism — one  which  is 
neither  measured  by  our  pnrse,  our  Love  of  Indians 
and  negroes,  nor  our  love  of  money.  '  No,  sir. 
Though  you  were  at  war  for  a  petty  strip  of  land  on 
your  Northeastern  boundary,  fit  only  fur  firewood. 
Southern  products,  Southern  money,  and  Southern 
blood  would  be  at  your  command.  We  should  not 
stop  to  inquire  \vfaether  your  war  wa;  jaU  or  loijast. 
We  should  not  attempt  to  reproach  onr  Govern- 
ment and  country  for  a  war,  that  might  have  re- 
sulted from  cutting  or  stealing  wood,  as  England 
would  say,  on  her  own  ttriitory.  We  should  make 
no  such  charge  against  any  State.  We  should  bold 
it  to  be  our  country's  cause;  and  for  her  cause  and 
her  honor  we  would  bleed  and  die.  Not  so  with 
th6  gentleman  from  Obio.^  He  has  no  blood  to 
shed,  no  battles  to  fight,  no  money  to  pay,  no  sym- 
pathy to  exercise.  Standing  on  the  side  ot  his 
cpuniry's  foes,  he  condemns  hli  country,  feels  only 
for  tbe  savage,  and  refuses  to  pay. 

I  will  not  go  with  the  gentleman  to  inquire  into 
the  cau.es  of  the  Florida  war.  Much  as  he  is  in 
errur,  I  feel  no  obligations  to  put  him  right  He 
could  not  be  obliged  to  me  for  it.  I  perceive  hs 
has  a  purpose  and  an  object  in  view  which  would 
be  wholly  defeated  if  I  t.hould  correct  him.  L:t 
him  be  indulged  in  his  error.  To  rectify  ihis  would 
only  drive  him  to  hunt  up  some  other.  My  effort 
shall  be  confined  to  the  ailempl  to  expose  and  repel 
bis  false  and  ^ande roas  charge  against  tbe  people 
I  repis.eni;  exhibiting,  as  I  go,  fairly  ani  fully  the 
object  be  has  in  view. 

1  will '  pUce  a  mere  statement  of  bis  principles 
and  rules  of  conduct  in  review  before  this  commit- 
tee and  the  country.  There  are  a  number  in  this 
committee,  whose  views  in  regard  lo  blavery.  are 
nuderatood  to  accord  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 
I  have  thought  I  had  seen  a  concerted  movement 
amongtt  tbem  here  this  session.  I  am  not  per- 
mitted to  designate  those  gentlemen  by  name,  bnt 
it  is  well  nnderstood  to  whom  I  refer.  When  I  shall 
repeat  in  their  bearing  the  principles  avowed  by 
tbe  gentleman  on  this  floor,  I  call  on  tbem  to  say  . 
whether  they  oil  do  not  agree.  And  if  I  Inisrepre-  ■ 
sent  him,  I  ask  him  or  some  friend  of  his  to  correct 
me. 

Sit,  the  gentleman  maiutaiop,  firi'l: 

"  That  slavery  is  a  great  noliiical  aud  moral  evil, 
end  Ought  to  be  abolished." 

Secondly:    "Tbat  hit  ecnstituenfs  are  insul  ed, 
that  their  money  ha^i  been  taken  to  pay  for  negroes, 
and  are  greatly  rxci  ed  on  the  subject." 
'    Thirdly:  "That  Congress  has  as  much  power  to 
abolish  slavery  as  to  sustain  ii." 

Fourthly:  "That  Congress  has  no  power  to  take 
tbe  army  to  sustaia  it." 

Tbese  are  «pine  of  the  extraordinary  and  alarm- 
ing doctrines  pr( claimed  on  this  floor.  I  have 
not  mistaken  ihe  gentleman.  I  wrote  down  bis 
language  at  the  time,  and  faere  it  stands.  Does  he 
or  any  one  for  bim  disavow  iil  Not  at  all,  sir; 
he  was  well  understood. 

I  shall  nut  discuts  those  portions;  I  am  not  here 
for  such  a  purpoic;  I  put  them  down  as  part  of  the 
history  aud  signs  of  thj  times.  There  my  duty 
ends. 

Tbese  views  «re  not  peculiar  to  that  gentleinan; 


I  am  well  assured  others  here  think  with  him. 
BUe  why  this  silence]  Their  silence  indiCMa 
either  their  agreement  ar  their  appvehenakMi  at  ' 
pressing  a  difference,  le^t  their  constilaeBls 
condemn  them.  Either  fact  demonstrates  thai 
of  their  constituency.  Tbat  is  the  great  poiat. 
Sir,  tbese  sentiments  are  freely  disseminaled  aB 
over  the  Union  by  several  of  the  ableat  esonAmitTi 
public  journals  in  New  York,  BoatoD,  CinrimnMi, 
and  elsewhere.  They  are  fast  pervadiqg  tbe  vhok 
country  north  of  Maion  and  Dixon's  line.  TUa, 
too,  I  put  down  as  a  part  of  the  history  of  Aa 
times.  I  should  belie  my  own  conseieiice,  «ad  be 
unfaithful  lo  those  I  represent,  if  I  ahonfcl  &il  kn 
to  record  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  made  one  &»- 
very  for  which  I  give  him  credit,  because  it  peeie 
to  Conflict  somewhat  wiUi  his  views  ted  ptejodieEe. 
It  is  thif :  he  has  at  length  ascertained  Ihat  "aegr* 
stealing"  ii  a  crime.  It  is  due  to  him  lo  admit,  how- 
ever, tbA  to  constitute  it  a  crime,  he  thinks  it  eaaea- 
tial  that  the  offehre  should  be  committed  by  •  wUtt 
m«s,  Wring  tn  «  slate  regiofi.  If  comBitBed  b^  « 
cilixen  of  Georgia  amongst  the  Semmole  ladiaaa,  it 
is  a  great  crime,  and  a  just  cause  of  war  o*  ite 
part  of  the  Seminole,  for  whieh  be  exeusea  and  joe- 
tifies  the  savage.  If  eommitied  by  Ibe  ladiHa  i* 
Georgia,  it  is  excusable,  far  Ibeteh^bc  ntgro  mif 
escape  his  master.  If  committed  by  a  citizea  it 
New  York  or  Maine  in  Georgia  or  Virxiaia,  it  ia 
not  only  «o(  a  critnt,  bnt  an  act  of  great  beaero- 
lence  and  philanthropy,  worthy  to  be  aided  aad  afeefc- 
ted  by  the  Hiq^islatures  of  thoie  two  great  States. 

[Here  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Curpeao  from  BCaiae, 
called  to  order.] 

Mr,  Cooper  said,  sir,  I  do  not  intend  to  be  oat 
of  order.  I  only  advened  to  these  cases  by  way  ml 
illustration. 

Mr.  Evans  of  Maine  here  ros4,  «nd  said,  be  de- 
nied tbat  any  citizen  of  Maine  had  been  pultj  e€ 
negro  OeMng — on  the  contrary,  he  m'aintained  thM 
certain  persons  frum  Georgia  had  come  to  Ma*ae 
and  HdnappeifanegrQ.] 

Mr.  Cooper  said  he  was  apprised  Ihat  the  (oa. 
tieman  from  Maine,  who  thus  interrupted  bim, 
held  the  same  .opinion  with  the  gentleman  fcom 
Ohio,  on  this  subject  of  negro  siealinc;  and,  ia  •• 
doing,  gave  great  strength  and  weight  to  the  geatls- 
raan  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Gidoimos,]  by  his'taleats  and 
influence  in  the  ranks  of  bis  political  associates. 
He  has  united  in  the  charge  of  negro  stealiag 
Against  tbe  people  of  Georgia— «r  tbat  which  is  ia 
Georgia  considered  equivalent,  to  wit,  kidaapf»ia(. 
Andwbilsth{edoesihis,be  maintains  also,  tbat  a 
citizen  of  Maine,  going  from  Georgia,  eommits  bo 
crime  in  harboring,  concraliiur,  taking,  and  eattj- 
iog  away  a  slave.  But  that  the  mmUr,  in  poisaii 
of  such  prope-rty,  recoreriDg  it  in  ibe  limits  at  tbe 
Stale  of  Maine,  is  guilty  of  fcidim>ping.  In  this,  nr, 
he  agrees  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  So  do 
oUier  gentlemen  on  this  floor;  nuMy  moR,  air, 
than  this  House  has  credit  for  in  the  State  of  Oe^ 
Cia.  In  this,  too,  they  are  both  sastained  by  Ahefr 
.  pulitical  party  in  Maine,  Ohio,  New  York,  and 
elsewhere. 

I  stand  not  here  to  dispute  Ihe  point  wilb  tte 
gentleman  from  Maine,  whethera  eiiixen  of  BSalae 
bas  stolen  a  ntgro  from  Georgia.  I  Irave  that  is- 
sue to  the  cuurt  and  jury  of  Chatham  county, 
where,  at  least,  exists  prima/icie  evidence  of  guilt 
Whether  a  ciiiaen  of  Georgia  has  been  goil^  U 
kidnapping  his  «i«n  negro,  pursued  and  recovered  ia 
Maiae,  where  he  had  been  taken  and  harbored,  ia 
still  more  foreign  to  my  purpose  to  investigate. 
The  charge  is  too  slanderous  and  vile  to  m^  a 
refotation  from  me;  and  but  for  the  fact  that  it  has 
been  wantonly  made  on  this  floor  by  a  leader  of  one 
of  the  parties  in  this  House,  I  would  not  stoop  to 
notice  it.  Sir,  I  have  been  recently  depiived  of  the 
power  to  recent  it  as  I  should  do,  by  the  act  of  my 
coastilnents.  Tbe  power  of  properly  reanMiBf 
such  outrages  on.this  floor  baa  been  confided  la 
other  hands.  I  confess,  however,  that,  impolcBt 
as  my  arm  bas  been  rendered,  it  is  moved  ny  aa 
involuntary  effort  to  return  tbe  blow  that  isgivea. 
To  my  colleagnes,  air,  who  hold  here  ibe  powcts 
of  the  scorpion  and  the  spear,  I  leave  the  oOee  aad 
the  credit  of  driving  back  tbe  gentlonaa  ftoai 
M(une.    In  m7  feebleness,  I  diall  pt^bf^  bsyt 
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enoagh  to  do  to  repet  the  attack  of  ibe  picket 
Kuard,  commaaded  by  the  gtDtleman  from  Ohio. 
I  may  sink  aoder  it  when  Mutaiaed  and  prosrculcd 
by  the  distingoishedgeat'eman  from  MaKachasetIs, 
[Mr.  Adimb.]  I  have  thoDgbt  for  some  time  that 
be,  with  otbeca,  had  a  fixed,  prreoBceimd  porpote 
to  pnss  iheit  views  and  plaaa  here.  Sea  the  gen- 
Uemaa  from  Ohio,  with  his  speech  before  bin, 
wxluen  cat  letter  aad  word  beforehand,  ready  fur 
any  and  all  ccca$ions.  See  the  impabe  now  given 
to  this  committee.  Remember  the  declaratioas 
and  threats  of  tba  gentleoMin  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  AoAMS,]  made  daring  the  preeent  session. 
tJir,  wbea  genilcffiea  have  wished  to  turn  the  force 
and  eff«ot  of  what  the  veaerable  member  has  said, 
they  issiaoated  that  be  is  deranged.  If  be  is  de. 
rmmgti,  I  feel  cnrioos  to  behold  a  sane  man.  If  be 
is  <ieraD|ed,  it  is  the  derangement  of  a  masterly 
intellect,  tutored  by  long  experience,  fortified  by 
vau  koowledga,  nnimpaired  by  age,  and  stimu- 
lated by  physical  qualities  ^caliar  to  that  gentle- 
man. It  is  the  derangement  of  a  mind  which  evi- 
dently has  a  giant  surengib,  and  the  quickness  of 
li^tning.  Ht  tells  too  ibis  sobject  ihaU  and  mui( 
be  di-iciused  in  this  Hall.  The  eridences  that  he 
is  right,  ara  daily  maltiplyiog. 

Mr.  Chairman,  whilst  the  crime  ef  negro  steal- 
ing is  acknowledged  by  the  member  from  Ohio,  for 
the  purpose  of  fixing  iha  guilt  of  a  savage  warfare 
on  the  people  of  my  State,  and  that  of  lidnspping 
is  ebarged  by  htin  of  Maine  against  a  oltiaen^of 
Georgia,  who  takes  his  own  negro;  no  charge 
wiUiflMT,  as  ihey  ihiak,  rests  on  a  man  of  Ohio  or 
Maine  who  shall  entice  or  lake  away  the  properly 
of  my  constituents,  or  of  the  people  of  Kentucky. 

I  know  the  fact, 'sir,  that  a  negro  belongiag  to  a 
eilixen  of  Georgia  was  enticed  and  carried  away  by 
eertain  people  in  Ohio,  and  that  not  for  the  benevo- 
lent parpose  of  freeing  the  slave,  but  for  the  very 
•artwMM  inieat  of  pocketing  ibe  reward  offered  for 
her  apprehension.  For  no  sooner  than  a  sufficient 
reward  was  affered,  they  caused  her  to  be  delivered 
safely  over  en  tba  Kentucky  side;  for  which  act, 
all  tte  parties  concerned,  inclnding  the  agent  of  the 
owner  of-tbealave,  were  presented  by  a  grand  jury 
for  kidnapping. 

{Here  Bdr.  Coopcr  was  called  to  order  by  the 
Chair.] 

He  said  be  had  no  parpose  to  discuss  iliese  lo- 
picis  bvt  believed  it  to  be  right  and  proper  in  reply 
to  whai  bad  been  said,  to-  show  how  this  subject 
was  dilEereally  viewed  under  differing  circnm- 
stances.  I  have  (said  Mr.  C.>  no  notes  of  my 
•wo,  save  those  taken  of  what  tbe  gentleman  from 
Ohio  said;  and  I  am  strictly  pursuing  his  remarks. 

[Mr.  BLACicof'Osorgia  appealed  from  the  deci- 
sion of  Ibe  Chair.  The  committee  overruled  the 
deei8i«»,andMr>  Coopsa  was  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed.] 

I  have  said,  8|r,  a!]  I  dssigaed  to  say  of  negro 
atraling  in  Ohio  and  in  Maine.  As  1  before  re- 
marked, I  will  not  diseoss  any  point  involved  in 
tbe  sabjret.  I  shall  b*  content  to  bring  in  review 
bafoM  this  oommtttee  the  views  of  gentlemen  pro- 
claimed here,  in  all  their  alarming  import. 

'  Tbe  BMmber  from  Ohio  magnifies  tbe  evils  of 
tbe  Florida  war,  as  be  conceives  tbem,  and  cxprrss- 
ly  cbarges  thai"i<aiiery  wotlke  e^^^it."  [Here 
Mr.  CoopiB  paused,  looking  Mr.  Giddinos  in  tbe 
faoe  ;  Mr.  OiDDmos  remarked,  "iht  gentUnum  ii 
rlftl  ^'J  I  know  I  am  right,  sir.  And  the  gentle- 
man arrives  at  his  coactnsion  in  ihij  way:  the 
Gkorgiaos  stole  the  Indian  negroes;  for  wbich  rea- 
s  >n,  tbe  Indians  fonght  Without  slavery,  diere 
would  havs  been  no  negro  stealing;  therefore, 
slavery  caosed  the  war. 

Thif,  sir,  reminds  ma  of  a  certain  mode  of  rea- 
soniog  which  I  read  about  at  school;  by  which,  it 
may  be  proved,  and  with  about  as  mueh  propriety, 
in  tte  eonelasion,  that  a  certain  animoj,  goiog  on 
two  legs,  having  the  siatnre  and  appearance  of  the 
gen  leman  from  Ohio,  is  a  geou. 

ttavery  bad  about  as  much  to  do  widi  ibe  Flori- 
da war,  as  hid  a  certain  breed  of  cattle  in  ibe  low- 
lands, m  causing  that  hara.<«iiig  border  warfare 
keptap  between  the  Highlanders  and  LowlanJers  of 
Seotland.  Aboat  as  moeh  to  do  as  the  taking  of 
game  and  fish,  or  pehry,  had  in  prodnc  ng  the  war 
wiib  Tecanae)t  «nd  Black  Uawk;  or  nbeot  as 


much  as  the  stealing'  of  ponies  bad  in  produein 
the  Indian  wars  in  Ohio;  or  that  which  resulted  in 
tbe  battle  of  Tippecanoe. 

If  the  genllemen'j  reasoning  be  just,  there  ought 
never  to  have  been  any  Indian  war  north  of  Ma- 
son and  Dixon's  Line,  west  of  tbe  Ohio.  How 
stands  the  ficil  It  confutes  and  confounds  the  gen- 
tleman. No,  sir,  it  is  not  true;  and  the  effori  to 
make  it  appear,  on  an  occasion  like  lb:  present, 
demonslraies  bis  great  anxiety  tu  gel  up  an  "./Jniif 
Slavery  tndignatian  meeting"  in  this  Hall.  He  and 
his  associates  expect  the  t>enefits  of  it;  and,  so  far 
as  mischief  is  threatened  to  my  people,  he  and  they 
shall  bear  tbe  responsibility. 

Whilst  he  knows  it  to  be  contrary  to  rule  to  dis' 
cuss  slavery  here,  he  has  formally  and  at  great 
length  dvelt  on  the  evils  of  it,  notwithstanding  he 
has  been  called  to  order  by  three  of  my  colleagues^, 
[Messrs.  Blick,  HiSiBSHiM,  and  WAaasN.]  Tbe 
first  evil  alledged  by  him  was  a  savage,  unjost,  and 
iniqnilous  war  waged,  as  he  says,  agaiitst  innocent 
unoffending  rti  men  1/  the  forut. 

Tbe  second,  and,  as  he  thinks,  tbe  greatest,  is 
that  Ail  constituents  have  to  pay  for  it;  and  not  only 
so,  but  have  been  required  to  pay  for  negroes  cap- 
tared  in  it,  thereby  acquiring  the  relation  of  masters 
to  those  slaves. 

Thirdly,  slavery,  he  says,  has  prevented  the  Semi- 
noles  from  emigrating. 

To  make  gaod  these  serious  compla'nts,  he  ad- 
duces the  report  of  G«n.  Wiley  Thompson,  aid  of 
Gov.  Daval;  tbe^ordersof  Gen.  Jesnp-,the  memorial 
of  John  Walker;  and  that  of  an  Apilachicola 
chief.  These  documejpts  may  serve  his  parpose  of, 
getting  up  Sndignatton"  meetings  amongst  his  con- 
stitoents.  They  ara  insufficient  for  any  oiber. 
By  one  of  them,  he  would  also  implicate  two  gentle- 
men of  character  personally  known  to  me;  the  one 
re-iiding  in  my  own  town,  and  the  other  residing  in 
Irwinton,  Alabama,  and  distingaished  for  bis  gal- 
lantry in  the  late  Creek  war.  On  snch  evidence, 
introduced  at  this  time  by  the  member  from  Ohio, 
for  such  purposes  as  he  has  in  view,  I  would  not 
feiel  it  just  to  those  pentletnen  even  to  join  is^ue. 
If  they  were  here  to  hear  the  imputations,  or  if  ihry 
were  made  cL^ewbere  by  tbe  geiitlemaa,  [Mf.  Gid- 
dinos,] I  would  not  promise  to  save  his  person 
harmless.  Sir,  it  is  of  a  piece  with  the  slander  he 
so  freely  dealt  out  iu  regard  to  tbe  people  of  Georgia. 

Another  evil  of  slavery  he  states  J$:  '-That  it  pro- 
duced that  clause  of  the  tieaty  of  tbe  Indian 
Springs,  which  required  the  Indian.^  to  pay  for 
ronaway  negroes  harbored  and  held  by  ihem,  from 
1803  to  1831,  claimed  by  the  people  of  Georgia." 

This  t]r«aiy,  be  says,  caused  the  Florida  war, 
and  to  prove  it,  reads  from  General  Wiley  Thomp- 
son's repon  as  foUows: 

"The  Creek  flaira  to  iregroeg  now  In  poneision  ef  the  Semi- 
nolelndiao*,  which  ta  tupposeH  lo  be  the  fincciyee  of  hoetiliiy 
loemigraUonof  the  latter  tribe,  grows  out  of  Ihetreatj  of  1^1 
twtween  tbe  Uaited  States  aod  the  former." 

That  treaiy,  it  serms,  was  the  foundation  of  the 
/m&m  li.'Ie  to  the  Georgia  negroes,  therefore  that 
treaty  caused  the  Florida  war — and  hence  Georgians 
produced  tbe  war. 

This,  also,  is  another  specimen  of  tbe  gentle- 
man's reasoning  by  syllogism.  It  measures 
again  his  sense  ef  justice,  because,  froin  the  fact 
that  those  Georgia  claims  were  consequent  upon 
the  lot$  <fflhal  property,  be  would  have  refoted  to 
ratify  it,  or  when  ratified,  would  object  to  its  exe- 
cution, and  in  ease  of  war,  resulting  from  its  pro- 
visions, (a$heaUeft$,)he  would  justify  the  Indi- 
ans, and  lefnse  supplies  to  his  Government  to  nro- 
fecule  it.  For  he  says  that  treaty  required  250,- 
000,  pat  t  and  pr  reel  of  the  parcha.'<e  ironey  paid 
by  this  Government  to  ezlingoisb  the  Indian  title 
to  the  lands  west  of  the  Ocmulgee,  to  be  applied  to 
these  Georgia  claims.  This  is  true.  And  it  was 
so  agreed  by  tbe  Government  and  the  Indians. 
The  geniUman  has  no  ground  of  complaint,  and  I 
presume  will  eeute  to  complain  w|wn  he  rt  fleets 
thit  such  application  of  the  money  did  not  increaie 
the  hardens  of  Ais  people  one  dollar. 

But  he  says,  "the  people  of  Georcia  extorted  this 
sum  from  the  Indian."."  This  position  is  taken  by 
the  eenileman,  no  doubt,  on  the  ground  that  he 
detiiM  the  right  of  property  in  negroes.  Otherwise,< 
he  must  knew  that  he  asserts  wnat  js  npt  true,  but 
wkat  18  palpably  fal8«. 


A  balance  of  this  sum — say  1 149,000 — being  un- 
expended, be  says  Georgia  memorialized  Congress 
to  have  it  paid  to  claims  of  a  similar  kind,  and 
that  CoDgresi,  by  a  rcpor:  of  Mr.  Gilmer,  was  di- 
rected to  apply  it  to  tbe  payment  of  negroes  never 
born,  but  which  would  have  been  bom  if  their  pa- 
rents had  lived. 

[Here  Mr:  GiDomas  explained,  and  said  he  was 
misunderstood:  he  referred  only  to  the  increase.] 

Mr.  C.  resumed.  That  may  have  been  his  mean- 
ing, Mr.  Chairman,  and  I  am  willing  to  be  correct- 
ed. That  {report  of  Mr.  Gilmer  is  bafed  on  im- 
mutable principles  of  jastiee:  it  is  able  and  unan- 
swerable, and  can  only  be  withstood  by  those  who, 
like  the  gentleman,  think  no  man  ought  to  be  paid 
for  a  negro  that  is  stolen  from  his  master. 

But  it  is  monstrons,  he  stys,  that  General  Jesnp 
should  offer  to  give  the  Indian  property  to  the  cap- 
tors— still  worse,  he  think.",  that,  when  caplurM, 
the  General  should  declase  them  to  be  the  property 
of  tbe  United  States.  These  are  atrocities  sot  to 
be  atoned  for,  be  would  baveyoa  believe— not  even 
surpassed  by  another  great  evil,  to  wit,  a  threat  of 
the  General  to  hang  the  runaway  negroes,  who 
were  engaged  in  the  war. 

All  this,  sir,  Is  intended,  no  doubt,  for  an  "in- 
dignation meeting"  amongst  tbe  gentleman's  con- 
siitnenls,  to  excite  ihem  against  slavery  and  South- 
em  slaveholdeir;  and  for  tbe  same  purpose  be 
speaks  of  tbe  blocdbeand&  He,  sir,  knows  very 
little  of  Indian  fighting,  and  would  no  doubt  mocb 
rather  attend  a  dozen  such  meetings,  at  the  hazard 
of  destroying  this  Union,  than  go  into  one  fightof  the 
kind.  A  very  little  knowledge  or  experience  would 
teach  and  instruct  his  tender  cojiscience  that  tbe  bMt 
move  yet  made  there  was  that  by  Harney,  when 
he  hung  the  Indian.',  aod  left  them  hanging.  And 
so  far  from  aiiachiog  blame  to  Gen.  Jesup  lor  snch 
erdert,  or  the  Government  for  sanctioning  them,  he 
would  at  once  conclude  that  tbe  most  reasonable 
complaint  would  be  that  those  who  managed  tbe 
war  did  not  make  it  a  war  of  exterminaiioa  from 
the  bexinniog.  In  the  end  that  policy  would  have 
proved  a  saving  of  much  human  life,  and  millions 
of  money. 

But  to  get  out  of  the  difficnfty,  the  Government 
caused  the  negroes  to  be  sold  to  Gen.  Watson. 
Here,'sir,  is  a  branch  of  the  subject  which  is  one 
reason  that  indutxd  me  to  take  the  floor — Watson's 
claims  to  these  negroes.  I  desire  it  may  be  well 
andcn>tood,  aiKi  that  it  may  not  be  prejudiced.  It 
is  iroe  that  he  bought  ih  se 'negroes  by  and  with 
the  advice  andconsen  t  of  y  our  Gtovernment.  Tbe  eon- 
tract  was  witnessed  by  its  aeent— ^be  money  paid  in 
his  presence.  The  sum  piid  was  between  fourteen 
and  fifteen  thousand  dullars.  It  was  done  to  aid 
the  pacific  policy  of  the  Government  in  regard  to 
the  Indians,  with  a  pledge  at  the  time  t^  your 
agents  that  the  negroes  should  be  delivered  to  Wa>- 
sun,  they  being  there  in  possession  of  thf  officers 
of  Government.  It  is  true,  also,  that  the  order 
to  deliver  was  issued  by  tbe  Secretary  of  War, 
and  equally  true  that  an  officer  of  the  army, 
influenced  probably  .ky  tbe  benign  feelinKi  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  eMim,  deeliiRd  to 
obey  it,  by  reason  of  which  Watson  failed 
to  get  possession  .of  tbe  property,  and  it  was  re- 
moved to  Arkansas  by  your  rfficers,  in  violation  ef 
the  pledges  of  the  the  Govern  meat  officeni,  solemnly 
made  to  Wat^n,  which  pledges  alone  induced  him 
to  pay  his  money  to  aid  you  in  carrying  out  your 
policy.  You  have  had  the  benefits  of  bis  mtiney. 
Tbe  Indians  receiv.ed  it  by  your  consent  Wat:on 
paid  it  at  your  instance.  Tbe  Begroes  joa  have 
also,  and  can  deliver  if  you  will.  You  ought  lo 
do  it  without  dtlay,  or  promptly  pay  Waison  the 
damages.  Sir,,ifyonr  Government  could  be  sued, 
Waisoa  would  recover  in  an  action  at  Uw  the  ne- 
groes with  their  increase  and  bite.  Your  exemp- 
tion from  suit  increases  the  obligation  to  pay. 

But  Ibe  gentleman  has  snch  a  refined  ^ense  of 
right  and  wrong,  that  b?rommend«  your  rfficer  as 
noble  and  patriotic  in  reru<sing  to  deliver  the  pro- 
perty to  Wat<0D,  whilst  he  justifies  the  Govern- 
ment for  violating  Its  faith.  This  seems  coneo- 
nant  with  his  code  of  morals.  He  never  can  be 
an  object  of  envy  amongst  men  of  strictly  be- 
aest  purposes. 

lie  expresses  for.  Ail  conslittieats  the  ntmcst  "ab* 
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^   hocreoc*  apd  scorn  fur  ihe  buying  and  tellinz  of 
Be;roes." 

Afid  who  are  bis  constitueats?  Who  is  the  gen- 
tlrmaa)  He  is  the  same  wbo  makes  it  bis  boast, 
that  ku  district  at  ibe  late  eleciioo  gare  to  Qeoe'rat 
Harrison  a  larger  majority  than  any  district  in  the 
Union. 

After  what  has  occurred,  it  is  anbecoming  in  (bis 
grnilrman  aad  hix  cohistituents  to  make  this  a?saalt 
on  Georgia  and  her  institutions — nngratefal  in  the 
extreme,  aniparticalaily  unwind  to  my  colleagues, 
who  cooperated  with  bim  in  tKe  late  election. 
What  has  Georgia  done?  Has  she  not  united  jfiih 
the  gen'l>-man<s  conitituents  from  Ohio,  those  of  the 
member  from  Massachusetts,  from  Maine,  from 
Vermont,  New  York,  and  tlsewhere,  to  elevate  this 
distiognished  chieflaiol  to  place  their  party  in 
power?  In  doing  thi',  have  they  not  discredited 
bin!  who  now  addrrsses  you,  with  two  other  of  her 
fons  who  have  faiihfullj  and  zealously  endeavored 
.  to  defend  her  against  her  adversaries  on  this  flootT 
Have  ihey  not  put  these  three  aside,  to  make  room 
for  three  others,  whose  views  in  that  contest  more 
nearly  accorded  with  thosecf  the  gentlem^in? 

[Mr.  NisBBT  here  spoke  ftom  his  sea',  and  said, 
"No;  not  JO."] 

My  colleague  says  no.  I  say  yes,  it  is  so,  asd 
will  repeat  it,  that  he  may  not  misnoderstand. 
Have  not  the  pttpls  of  Georgia  put  aride  three  nf  htr 
tone,  to  make  room  hti  e  for  three  othert,  te&oje  gicwt 
in  that  eolnlat  more  nearly  aeetried  teith  thoee  o/ihe 
gemlemanJ  She  has  in  ibis — be  is  for  HCrrison, 
and  so  are  they,  whilst  we  are  again&t  bim.  And 
what  is  bis  return!  Scoffing,  reviling,  abuse,  and 
slander.  He  is  lost  to,  all  sen;  e  of  propriety,  lost  to 
every  sense  of  jasli(%'towards  those  who  aided  him 
in  the  "pe»t  reform,"  unmind/ul  of  tke  relation  her 
representatives  bear  to  bim  and  bis  party.  Disre- 
garding the  obligations  of  giatiiude,  be  drives  bis 
Abolition  f(>rcesieadIoiig  upon  them. 

I  <»11  my  cplleagoes  here  to  bear  witness  to  his 
coadoct.    Did  I  not  ftebly  endeavor  to  warn  my 
conttituenu  of  what  b  now  before  usi    Did  I  not 
name  this  very  man  from  Ohio,  as  one  that  wotjid 
turn  upon  ibemi    I  did,  tir;  but  1  did  not  eipect 
to  soon  to  see  Ibe  prediction  realiaed.    I  did  not 
expect  so  soon  to  hear  such  sentiments  avowed  in 
Ibis  halt— that  he  would  tiavel  out  of  his  way  to 
I>ubtisb  them;  that  it  sboald  be  done  on  the  very 
eve  of  General  Harrison's  advent  to  this  city, 'tie- 
fore  be  is  duly  insialltd;  and  that  I  thould  be  de- 
/ettdiagmy  eonsiiinents  against  attack,  while  the 
thunder  of  joyous  artillery,   bhrsting  forth  at  the 
great  hero's  approach;  deafeni  my  ears,  and  rever- 
tetaies  from  these  walls,  is  more  than  I  looked  for. 
I  have  thought  that  regard  for  my  colleagues  and 
.whatthey  have  said,  an  nnwillintness  to  betray 
the  miserable  humbug  by  which  Georgia  bad  been 
lad  into  a  false  po.^tioa,  opposed  to  her  own  poli- 
cy, would  have  induced  the  gentleman  to  refrain, 
[don.  Mr.  NtSBiT  rote  and  asked  if  bis  colleague 
mearjt  te  iiitimate  that  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  the 
l^te  tlection,  had  been  carried  by  bumbugl]    No, 
sir,  said  Mr.  C.  I  made  no  such  tntimaAm*.    I 
spoke  plainly  concerning  the  Preeidential  election. 
1  said  what  I  now  repeat,  and  what  impartial  his- 
tory will  record,      it  was  carried  by  the  veriest 
hambog.    Mycolleague  surely  knows  what  I  mean 
by  kttm6iig.     If  not  I  will  lell  him.    I  mean   not 
fair  arguments  addressed  to  the  reason  and  judg 
ment  of  men,  to  settle  and  decide  issues  fairly 
made;  but  I  mean  limc'serving  expedients,  resorted 
to  to  evade  the  true  i^ues,  and  addresseH  to  the 
fa$)iefU  andprrjudicee  of  mtn,  to  stimnlate  them  to 
act  by  these  impulses.    I  need  not  particularize. 
But  if  my  colleague  wi.<rhes  to  be  informed,  I  com- 
mend  hiaa  to  men  o{  all  parties,  who,  since  all  is 
oyer,  have  taken  a  sober  second  thought.     (Mr. 
WiDDT  Tbompsod  of  South  Carolina,  here  inisr- 
posed,  and  said  he  regretied  to  see  ibis  revival  of 
a  family  quarrel,  on  a  question  where  all  Southern 
gentlemen  ought  to  siand  together;  and  protested 
againiit  the  practice  of  charging  the   Whig  party 
wiih  holding  seotimenis  pi  cnuar  to  the  genileman 
from  Ohio,  who  was  the  obscurest  of  all  Ibe  ob- 
spure  members  cf  that  party.]    Mr.  Coopsa  pro 
cteded.  '   , 

Mr.  Chairman,  I   have    bad    no   purpose    to 
f«»lve  a  famUy  quarrel  or  to  provoke  it.    I  have 


found  it  30  far  periiaent  to  advert  to  what  occurred, 
that  I  m^y  make  the  gen'leman  from  Ohio  feel  the 
.  unworthin^ss  of  hl<  conduct.  If  by  so  doing  my 
<A>ll«ague  is  made  to  feel,  1  regtet  it,  but  cannot  be 
responsible  for  it;  I  disclaim  Tjhving  charged  the 
Whig  parly,  aa  a  party,  by  word,  thought  or  deed, 
with  holding  the  opinions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  and  for  fvhat  purpow  this  is  imputed  to  me 
I  know  not.  I  merely  said  that  ssveral  prominent 
members  of  that  party  here,  (besides  that  mem- 
oer)  representing  a  great  number  at  home,  are  of 
bis  opinion.  I  so  charged,  and  It  has  not  been  disa- 
vowed by  any  but  the  gentleiinan  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  WiDDT  I'aoMPsoH]  from  whom  the  dis- 
avowal ought  not  to  come.  Let  tho<e  who  are 
known  to  t^nk  with  tbegmtleman  from  Ohio  dis- 
avow far  tiumselvie. 

I  further  cbarjied,  what  appeared  ti  me  to  be 
evident,  a  fixed  pwrpose  on  their  part,  by  an  orga- 
nized effort,  to  nige  their  opinions  on  this  Hoase; 
and  that  was  not  disavowed. 

Sir,  I  duire  to  cherish  the  kindest  relations  with 
my  colleagues.  I  have  no  motive,  object,  or  inte- 
rest, (bat  could  induce  me  to  do  otherwise.  My 
political  career  is  drawing  to  a  close.  I  never  ex- 
pect, itever  wish,  to  return  here.  My  colleague 
KQows  that  my  purpose  was  to  have  resigned,  even 
ii  elected.  And  though  ibe  people  who  sent  me 
here,  have  not  afforded  me  an  opportunity  faithful- 
ly to  represent  their  best  inttrests,  with  a  chance  to 
show  such  disinterestedness  I  still  assert  it,  be- 
cause it  was  recorded  at  a  time  when  ail  thought  I 
should  be  returned.  And  rather  than  have  my  col- 
leagues here  think  I  am  aiming  a  single  blow  at 
them,  I  will  suppress  all  report  of  my  remarks. 
No,  sir;  I  only  design  in  irankness  and  candor  to 
point  a  /aithful  finger  to  events  as  they  are  turoiog 
up  during  the  short  period  I  have  to  remain. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  nearly  said  what  I  rose 
to  say,  and,  but  for  the  interruptions,  shopld  not 
have  said  many  things  which  have  been 'drawn 
from  me.  The  people  of  Georgia,  I  trust,  will 
have  sagacity  enough  tn  discover  their  true  policy, 
and  firmness  enough  to  adhere  to  it.  Bntwheth^r, 
as  recently  has  occurred,  I  shall  agree  to  disagree 
with  them,  I  still  maintain  that  whaterer,  as  a  peo- 
ple, they  may  think  their  interest  and  happiness  re- 
quire, will  be  right  for  them  to  do.  Theirs  will  be 
the  loss  or  the  gain,  and  from  that  judgment  I 
shall  never  appeal. 

Bat  there  is  one  thought  I  will  here.prefent,  dic- 
tated, as  I  trusty  by  an  nnconqueraible  attachment 
for  the  land  that  gave  me  birth.  It  is  this:  When- 
soever her  adversaries  liere,  (and  by  such  I  mean 
those  wbose  antagonist  interests  drive  them  to  a 
policy  injurious  to  her,)  shall  desire  to  carry  out 
any  of  their  great  vital  measures,  interesting  to 
them,  but  strongly  objected  to  by  her,  they  have 
but  to  arm  themselves  with  the  leverage  of  a  bank 
charter,  with  which  to  ensnare  her  people;  you 
will  then  first  establish  the  decoy,  then  spread  the 
snare;  and  after  a  generous,  a  patriotic,  and  con- 
fiding people  shall  have  entered  into  it,  draw  the 
cords  upon  them.  Finding  them  no  longer  free  to 
act,  but  closely  engagetl  in  cxirteaiing  themselves 
from  the  mesbes  of  yotu  net,  you  will,  with  impu- 
nity, drive  down  your  stakes  all  arouod  them. 
But  only  let  them  burst  their  bonds  asunder,  and 
ypnr  day  of  retribatiuu  will  be  at  hand. 

Sir,  I  fhall  oppose  this  appropriation,  bat  for  ve- 
ry <x>ntrary  reasons  from  those  I  have  been  re- 
plying to.  I  think  that  to  pay  numtg  to  those  In- 
dians to  induce  them  to  quit  fighting,  will  be  to 
purchase  an  Indian  war  whenever  they  want  mo- 
ney. Such,  in  <jfM<,  is  the  proposition  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Caiolina- 

And  now  there  remains  but  one  idea  mor^. 
This,  sir,  is  an  imponant  crisis  for  the  peculiar 
interests  of  the  peopleof  the  Sou'.h.  What  is  trauf- 
piring  here — m  Ihe  canvassing — In  the  Siate  Le- 
gislatures—in societies  and  churches,  and  conven- 
dobs,  both  in  this  Dnion,  on  the  ocean,  and  in  Eu- 
rope, admonishes  us  to  take  becdl  Aino  is  the 
time;  not  to  morrow,  next  week,  nor  next  year; 
but  this  ii  the  time,  when  the  happiness  and  inte- 
rests of  the  Suuih  demand  that  they  should  wisely, 
gravely,  and  prayerfully  consider  what  they  will 
do — whether  they  will  demand  that  this  subject 
be  ^rested  here,  or  wbether  they  will  adopt  at ' 


home  a  domestic  policy,  which  will  be  adapted  lo 
coiniog  events.  Tris  much  I  fe«l  boiuKi  M  ai^ 
whilst  I  feel  satisfied,  for  myself,  to  leare  dwn^ 
jeet  in  the  hands  o{  my  constiiaents — of  ihwew 
whom  the  State  of  Georgia  has  confided  it. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  WELI/ER, 

OF  omo. 

In  theHaiiltofBepresetUtiiiu,Fibnmf9i,  184L- 
Dn  tt>e  Naval  Appropriation  ML 
Mr.  WKLLBR  said  he  had  not  obtauned  Ac 
floor  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  variovBnb- 
jects  intrcdnced  tnto  the  debate.  He  -was  de*in«i 
of  correcting  some  errors  into  which  geatlfte 
the  Opposition  have  fallen,  and  to  make  at*  ^peii 
to  bis  triends  on  all  sideato  termioate  the  debM. 
We  have  now  only  four  days  left  for  the  txaoac- 
tion  of  the  public  business,  and  naleas  this  deaalio- 
ry  debate  is  speedily  cloud,  we  must  of  mnA-niHf 
adjourn  without  any  action  being  had  opoa  Maoy 
of  the  most  important  bills.  These  aftendiaiier 
speeches  are  usually  spun  oat  to  an  intrraiinahli 
length,  coveriuL  the  whole  field  of  geaeial  jxAitiei, 
and,  however  interesting  they  may  be  t«  the  gail^' 
ries,  are  of  very  little  use  in  enabling  aa  to.  eo»- 
prebend  the  subject  upon  which  we  are  reqaited  M 
vote.  The  commiuee  <^barged  with  the  aabjeM, 
have  reported  a  bill  appropriating  the  saa  ef 
f  1,425,000  as  necessary  for  the  naval  sCTriee  dar- 
ing the  present  year.  The  gentleman  ttomt  f  ' 
satibusetis  [Mr.  Saltohstill]  proposes  w  i 
that  apprspriatiott  to  i2,400,O0O.  Tliis 
is  now  fully  understotxl  by  rvsry  man  on  i 
and  no  doi^t  each  member  has  made  up  Ua  j«%- 
ment  as  to  the  manner  in  which  bewtH  vMe. 
Why,  then,  ibntatae  the  important  tim«  of  the 
Hous-e  in  useless  debaiet  No  one  here  fata  Miaehed 
the  navy,  and  yet  we  have  been  eoapeiled  ift  ail 
for  bonn>,  aad  liatea  to  bombastic  eangies  vpaa 
our  naval  heroes,  the  importanee  ot  kiipiiig  wf 
the  navy,  and  the  probabuity  of  a  war  with  <3t«M 
Britain.  Geniiemea  hav«  displayed  as  aUNlt  aaal 
and  ek>qo<rD«e  a<i  ihonghweweie  aboatie  milm 
an  appeal  to  the  God  «f  battle.  Tliere  are  titaca 
(said  Mr.  W.)  when  I  could  peiliaps  liMM  p» 
tiently  to  this  windy  declamaiwa,  but  now,  ta  ihs 
close  of  the  ses»ion,  when  oar  table  is  loaded  4i»«a 
with  important  bosinesa,  I  conrecs  I  have  oo  ttHe 
for  such  speeches. 

We  are  all,  said  Mr.  W.  the  frieada  ef  the  iiaty. 
We  all  regard  it  as  the  right  ana  of  onr  natinaal 
defeace — Uie  arm  upon  which  we  matt  aiaialy  irif 
if  at  any  time  we  should  nafonaaateiy  be  iarolved 
in  a  war  with  a  fbreign  eoaniry;  and  we  an  wiUtag 
to  do  every  thing  in  onr  power  to  pteaetta  «ad 
maintain  the  dignity  atd  importanee  of  ilat  aa^y. 
We  would  have  it  saffieieniiy  strung  aad  po«eitel 
to  presenre  ontamiahed  the  faoaor  aad  iaiegri^  «( 
the  Re|  oblie.  We  are  in  favor  of  its  giadnai  ad- 
vancement, but  we  do  not  believe  that  it  is  expedi- 
ent in  a  time  of  profound  -  peaee,  to  ivrolva  *a 
Oovernmeot  in  debt  for  the  porpose  of  nermuafit. 
Before  we  make  large  and  liberal  appropriataaaaef 
the  public  money,  we  sbonid  look  at  oar  ieso«f«i% 
examine  the  condition  of  the  Tieasory  aad  sea 
wbether  we  have  the  means  to  aeaenqilieh  Ae 
objeet.  My  colleagii^  said  he,  orer  ike 
way,  [Mr.  M^soir,]  has  told  as  that  lie 
Treasufy  is  bankrupt— that  we  have  no  laoaqr 
at  all  to  carry  on  the  Gtovernmeai,  and  wtif 
little  credit;  and  yet,  sir,  we  find  bim  aad 
others,  who  have  expresed  siaular  opiaioaa,  an- 
loQsly  Advocating  the  ameDdoNiii  to  iaeieAae  ito 
appropriation  in  ^s  bill  five  handredand  aevcaty- 
five  thousand  dollars  over  the  estiouKea  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy  and  of  Ihe  €oiaaiiUM  «f 
Ways  and  Means  t  Yoa  have  loM  as,  said  be,  that 
the  Government  wa<  already  deeply  iatmtvod  ia 
debi;  and,  instead  of  devising  aoma  plan  to  raliwe 
it  from  its  embarrassments,  yoa  prapoae  to  pta*cs 
it  still  farther  in  dd)t  I  Isihis  the  eeane  tfaM pi«- 
denf  men  would  pursue  in  the  nuLUageoieU  of  Adt 
own  offair^l  If  your  navy  requires  aa  iMnase, 
next  year,  when  you  come  to  revise  roar  tariff 
laws,  let  tbem  be  revised  with  aa  eye  to  aoeh  ia- 
ereasef  bttt  let  ua  now,  whea  our  reeoawea  ma  ex- 
baiisted,  confine  ihe  appropriatieM  to  whu  ikaSt- 
oreiary  has  deemed  ■eeeasuy.    Om 
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!bnnd  upon  every  lea,  and  (he  surs  and 
ripes  have  safficieat  power  to  protect  oinr 
erce,  nherever  it  may  be  found.    It  crrtainly 

the  policy  Of  this  Oorernment  to  keep  np  a 
ind  splendid  nary  in  a  time  of  peace.' 
,  said  Mr.  W.  my  oolleagoe  [Mr.  MiSON] 
Id  the  emnmiltee  that  onr  navy  was  in  a  "ni- 
and  dilapidated  coadition;''  ttiat  the  present 
eceding  Adminislrations  had  most  rhameful- 
leeted  it.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.  my  eollcagaeis 
ceo;  be  ought  to  hare  examined  into  the  facts 
he  made  this  sweeping  declaiatioa.  I  have 
ice  b«fore  me  which  I  trnst  wilt  satisfy  even 
dieagae  that  bis  assertions  are  unfotinded  in 

lo  1839,  wfaea  General  Jackson  came  into 
',  onr  saTal  force  in  com/nibsion  consisted 

hip  of  the  line      -  -  ■         -74  gtins. 

frigates,  first  class  •  '  ii  guns, 

tloops,  second  cla^  •       .    -  18  gnns. 

\  whole  namber  of-  men  in  active  service  at 
eriod  was  3,d75.  Now,  let  as'  see  how  it 
in  1841,  and  then  we  can  readily  determine 
low  maeh  tratfa  the  charge  has  been  made 
It  the  present  and  prece din^  Administrations, 
;iectiag  this  important  branch  of  ibe  pabUc 
e,  and  saffering  it  to  fall  into  "ruin  and  di- 
LtioB."  The  whole  naval  force  in  commis- 
t  this  time  is  as  follows) 
I  ship  of  the  line,  74  gnns. 

«e  frigates,  firsi  class,  44    " 

0  frigates,  second  clas^,  36  ' " 
ht  sloops,  first  dasK,  ^  SO  ** 
e  aloops  of  -the  third  class,  16  " 
i«e  brigs,  10  " 
schooners.. 

t  whole  ntimber  of  men  in  aeinal  s^rrtce  !a 
is  set  down  at  6  000,  or  nearly  douttc  the 
er  employed  in  1839.  In  addition  to  Ibis, 
arine  corps  was,  in  1834,  increased  from  750 
DO.  Liberal  a^rOpriations  have  been  made 
year  t»  the  improvement  of  navy  yards, 
wstraetioa  of  dry  docks,wli!irvec,  ship  bouses, 
irchase  of  ordnance,  naval  stores,  Ac.  &c. 
es  all  thif ,  the  report  of  the  ISecretary  shows 
arrangements  have  been  made,  which  will 
le  the  Government,  at  a  very' short  notice, 
d  the  sitoatiOB  of  the  conntry  demand  it,  lo 

1  commission— 

15  Ships  of  the  Hot. 

18  Frigates. 

15Stooi«of  war. 
9  8te«mei«. 
9  Brigs  and  Schooners. 
le  materials  for  thrse  vessels  are  belog  pre- 
I,  and  wh«aever  a  war  is  apprehended,  tbry 
in  a  very  short  time,  be  pot  npon  the  ocean. 
few  inoBths  a  naval  force  could  be  set  in  mo- 
amply  enflteieat  to  defend  tha  American  flag, 
ever  it  may  be  assailed.    In  the  face  of  the 
whieh  have  been^iven,  gentlemen  of  ihe-oiher 
r  ask  too  madi,  when  they  require  tistobe-' 

that  the  navy  Is  in  a  "rninonx  and  dilapida-- 
jondhion."  Ko,  sir;  ibe  ehari^  is  antme.  Toe 
'  has  not  baen  neglected,  bat,  on  the  contrary, 
leen  gradually  inereaiing;  sod  gentlemen  will 
if  we  are  involved  in  a  war,  another  eibibiiion 
lat  daring  iolrspidity  and  nnflinehing  eouraee, 
!h  characterized  ih;  Amencan  tars  in  1813. 
r  navy  bta  yet  manr  a  gallant  hero,  who  wodid 
ngly  throw  himself  in  as  r  shield  between  his 
ilry  and  dithonor.  The  "ruin  and  dilapidft- 
''  about  which  we  heard  tto  much  oa'ye.st<>rJay, 
be  foand  to  exist  no  where,  but  in  the  heated 
^tioos  of  viodimive  partisans, 
will  not  (said  M^  W.)  undertake  to  as- 
t  motives  to  grnilemeo  of  the  Whig  par- 
fcr  the  ennrse  they  are  now  parsnibg; 
this  innch  I  say,  that  tbeirconstant  eSbits  to 
:nd  the  appropriations  beyond  the  esiiaiates 
w  eontlnsively  that  they  have  sbandoned  all 
t  notions  about  reonomy;  and  thtitso  far  from 
neiug  the  expenditures  of  t^e  Government,  (as 
^promised  (f/ore  the  election,)  they  intend  to 
rease  them,  frior  to  the-  late  Presidential  cire- 
I,  yen  harangued  the  people  about  the  expenses 
the  GoVemtneat,  and  no  doabt,  induced  many 
lestmen,  who  did  not  understand  your  propen- 
,  to  believe  that  the  present  Admioistnttion  bad 


squandered  the  public  money.  Now,  it  is  said  we 
have  been  "portimonious"  and  "mean;"  that  we 
have  neglected  the  navy  and  suffered  it  to  fa'l  into 
a  "dilapidated  condition."  These  charges  are  now 
made  for  the  purpose  of  justifying  yon,  if  possible, 
iu  the  large  apprepriattone  yon  iotead  to  make. 
You  say  you  do  not  ask  a  tariff  for  protection,  bat 
yon  will  take  care  to  extend  the  appropriations  to 
an  amouDt  sufficient  to  make  it  necestary  to  keep 
up  a  high  tariff  in  order  to  defray  ihe  expenses  of 
tbe  Government.  When  a  large  national  debt  fs 
saddled  upon  the  people,  or  when  they  are  op- 
pressed and  crashed  to  tbe  earth  by  an  onerons 
tariff,  the  impolicy  of  th6  coarse  yon  are 
now  pursuing  will  be  made  manifest — then 
yoor  constituents  will  ask  whether  this  is 
the  reform  you  promised  them  before  they  en- 
trusted  you  with  power.  When  you  shall  hive 
increased  the  expenditures  lo  forty  millions)  the 
friends  of  economy  will  find  bow  maeh  tbey  have  ' 
made  by  placing  your  party  at  tbe  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Two  years  will  beamply  sufficient  to 
expose  your  shallow  trickery.  Bat  (said  Mr.  W.) 
I  do  not  wish  to  kay  any  thing  to  provoke  farther 
discussion.  My  only  object  in  tiding  was  to  cor- 
rect the  gross  errors  of  some  of  the  geotltmen  who 
preceded  me  in  relation  to  the  present  condition  of 
tbe  navy,  and  to  invoka  all  parties  lo  saffer  the 
debate  to  close,  and  tbe  vote  to  be  taken.  The  party 
discussions  which  interfere  so  much  with  the  busi- 
ness of  this  House,  ought  to  be  dropped  for  tbe 
lemainderof  the  sesnon.  In  other  words,  let  «s 
quit  talliing,  antl  spend  the  balance  of  ear  time  in 
voting.    ' 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  THOMPSON, 

OF  MI83  88im, 
In  th»  Home  «/  Repreuntatins,  January  33,  1841— 
Oh  the  Treasury  Note  bill. 
Mr. THOMPSON  ros«  and  »aid: 
Mr.  CniiAMAN:  I  have  contented  myself,  hereto- 
fore, with  giving  a  silent  To:e,  for  the  most  part, 
on  all  the  qufstions  wbieh  have  been  brought  up 
for  tbe  consideration  of  this  House;  nor  would  I, 
on  the  present  occasion,  deviate  from  that  line  ol 
conduct,  but  that  questions  were  involved  in  ibis 
difcussion  deeply  affecting  the  interests  and  wel- 
fare of  my  coostttuenls.  1  know  well  the  party 
orgaoizatioB  of  this  House— the  bllndoes«,  deaf- 
ness, and  sinbbomness  it  engenders  I  k<>ow  the 
impotence  of  argument  and  tbe  rnlitity  of  reason 
and  principle  here;  but  my  constituents  do  not;  and 
they  expect  me,  Irankly  and  openly,  to  toeet  these 
various  questions  and  maintain  their  intel'e&ts.  I 
yield  not  with  the  view  of  exhibiung  my  poor 
powers,  nor  with  the  hope  of  wioning  proselytes  lo 
my  views  here;  but  that  they  'may  know  what 
course  duty  required  me  to  take  on  these  ques- 
tions. 

The  anthoriztng  the  isfus  of  five  millions  of 
Treasury  notes  has  now  become  a  subject,  com- 
paratively, of  minor  importance.  Other  great  and 
ab.'orbing  questions  are  now  before  ttte  committee. 
Amon^  these,  are  the^  pretent  financial  condition 
•of  the  counry-T^its  future  wanl»  and  its  future 
income — involving  ihe  distribution  and  the  tariff 
questions;  and,  also,  the  fidelity  with  which  this 
Administration  has  carried  out  the  great  objects  of 
the  Cunsiitniiop.  In  laiy  opinion,  s  r,  tbe  debate 
nOwprogresMng  in  this  H>ne  i.s  not  very  un'lk* 
that  which  is  takinj  place  at  the  o  her  end  of  the 
Capitol,  on  a  Very  dissimilar_  question,  in  which' 
are  involved  every  great  leading  principle  which 
has  divided  the  politiclanii  of  this  country  for  the 
last  quarter  of  a  century. 

The  bill  before  the  oommitire  (jaid  Mr.  T.) 
meets  my  approbation,  and  shall  receive  my  sap- 
port,  and  I  shall  oppose  all  the  substitutes  which 
have  been  yet  submitted. 

The  Ct' airman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  [Mr.  J<jnks]  stated  that  the  reveriue  of  the 
Government  was  received  very  irregularly;  that, 
owing  to  the  credit  allowed  on  customs  during  .ih« 
first  quarter  of  the  year,  th«  receipts  of  the  Govern- 
ment were'usually  the  smallest,  and^  durin^j;  tbe 
same  time,  its  ditbarsemenis  were  the  largest. 
This  fact  rendered  ii  necessary,  when  the  annual 
income  of  the  Gktvernment  was  aboat  equal  lo  its 


annual  expenditure,  as  was  now  the  case,  to  make 
some  provision  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  theTrea- 
snty,  on  an  emergency,  when  the  current  reve- 
aae  waf  not  sotteient  to  me?^t  the  demands  against 
tbe  Government,  to  rale  money  to  rave  the 
honor  and  credit  of  the  United  S:at?s.  That  thte 
is  the  case  during  the  first  quarter  of  thb  year,  'S 
a  fact  admitted  on  all  sides.  Tne  Seoietary  of  tbe 
Treasury  has  repeatedly  asked  for  a  permanent 
law,  to  give  full  and  free  action  to  bis  department; 
but  this  has  not  been  granted,  and  hencel  the  nece.- 
sity  of  this  bill  as  a  temporary  law.  But  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Buimard]  proposes 
a  plan  to  obviate  this  difficulty,  to  which  I  dissent 
altogether;  and  that  is,  to  keep  five  millions  of 
dollars  always  ia  thi  Treasury,  and  that  the  honor 
of  ths  Government  is  not  safe  withont  it.  Sir,  I 
would  be  willing  (»aid  Mr.  T.)  if  it  were  at  all 
practicable,  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  close  of  each  day,  should  stf ike  a 
balance  between  the  debits  and  credits  upon  his 
books.  I  prefer  for  him  to  strain  a  point  to  make 
the  ends  meet,  rather  than  to  luxunate  in  pleoly, 
and  ne^er  apprehend  want.  I  feel  tin  willing  for 
any  set  of  public  officeis  to  hold  the  tnoney  of  this 
Goveinment  when  there  is  no  probability  that,  at 
any  early  day,  it  will  be  demanded.  Toat  feeling 
alone  will  eonstitnte  their  strongest  temptation  to 
mismaoagen^eni  and  corrap'ion. 

The  necessity  of  raising  money  to  meet  the  exi- 
gencies of  this  quarter  being  admitted,  what  is  the 
proper  mode  of  affording  reliei?  By  a  loan,  or  in 
ihe  Kianner  prcposedl 

All  who  have  addressed  the  committee  on  either 
side  admit  the  power  of  Congres?,  under  the  Con- 
stitution, to  attibari^e  the  issua  -of  bonds,  scrip,  or 
promissory  notes,  as  a  means  of  raising  money,  ex- 
cept the  honorable  gentleman  from  S.ath  Caroli- 
na, [Mr.  Thsmpson.]  And  he,  with  a  tiogular  air 
of  triumph,  asserts  that  his  argument  as  to  the 
conslitntionlliiy  of  Treasury  notes,  delivered  dur- 
ing a  preceding  Congress,  has  never  been  success- 
fully answered. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  T.)  it  is  not  my  object  to  answer 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman;  bat  it  is  my  inten- 
tion to  examine  this  qaestion  to  a  sufficient  extent 
to  aatii^ry  my  own.mind.  The  Constitution  being 
the  po#er  of  attorney  under  which  we  act,  and  a 
itrict  and  uniform  adherence  to  its  provisions  being 
our  only  ark  of  safety,  evary  argument  which  takes 
il<  rise  from  that  sacred  instrument  commands  my 
respect.  And'  when  tbal  hour  shall  arri  ve  that  con- 
signs to  neglect  and  contempt  constitutional  argu- 
ments, theo,  indeed,  are  tbe  days  of  tbe  Republic 
numbered. 

No  provbioa  iu  the  Consliiiition  is  more  explicit 
than  tlie  p.jwer  to  borrow  money;  yet,  to  exercise 
tbii  grant  when  the  income  of  the .  Govenimeot 
was  amply  sufficient  to  meet  its  demands,  would 
be  a'grofe's  and  palpable  infraction  of  the  genius 
and  epiril  of  that  instrument.  It  ii  the  time,  the 
occ!t!-ion,  the  emergency,  that  throws  around  the 
act  the  maaile  of  truth,  and  booor,'aQd juMice,  and 
propriety.  Now,  there  is  an  immediate,  but  tem- 
porary, want  of  mon->y;  and  lo  raise  that  money, 
we  must  issue  Some  evidence  of  indibtednesa. 
Wi>  miy  either  issue  bonds  or  scrip,  witti  interest, 
payable  annually,  setni-annually,  or  qjarterly,  re- 
iinbursable  at  the  end  of  a  term  of  years,  or  at 
will;  or  we  t«ay  iisce  oar  promissory  notes,  bear- 
ing interest  to  a  certain  day,  and  no  longer.  We 
may  make  them  bo^h  receivable  in  payment  of  pub- 
lic daes,  and,  bein^:  onre  received  or  redeemed, 
ttiey  both  die  ^tfaela.  Toe  only  difference  coo- 
sis's  in  lb?  different  chauneU  in  which  they 
will  move,  after  leaviiig  ib«  banis  of  the  Trea- 
>ufer.  In  the  one  cl^e,  bonds  ate  issued — 
they  become  stock;  the  capitalist,  broker^  and  block- 
jobber  rush  to  obtain  them.  No  sooner  are  they 
p-isse-ssd,  th^n  ih»y  become  tbe  ba»is  of  exchange, 
j,nd  soon  find  thrir  wiy  abroad;  and,  as  the  hold* 
era  will  prefer  that  their  bonds  should  not  be  paid, 
nodosire  will  be  felt,  and  no  effort  will  he  made, 
by  Congress  to  make  an  early  provision  for  their 
redemption,  and  thasap8rman«nt  debt  vill  grow 
upiniensibly.  Whereas,  in  the  case  of  Treasury 
notes,  tbey  are  issued  in  ^mall  sums;  they  bear  in- 
terest only  ibr  a  certain  time;  they  ar«  ahanited  to 
permanent  investment;  and  here  a  little  and  there 
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a  Utile  will  be  taken.  And  if  (hey  should  co)]a(e- 
nlly  be  o^ed  as  a  remittaoce  from  Stale  to  Sta<e, 
orasa  meais  ef  discbarging  debts  between  citizen  and 
citizen,  this  is.  not  a  Itss  acceptable  service  to  me, 
tbas  to  be  used  a.^  a  remituincp  between  capitalists  at 
liome  and  abroad.  Bat  they  are  continually  knock- 
ins  at  your  door  for  redemption,  and  create,  of  ne- 
cessity, only  a  temporary  indebtedness. 

Bat,  it  is  said,  they  are  "bills  of  credit."  Well, 
Mr,  what  is  a  bill  of  crediiT  Iii  the  case  of  Craig- 
w.  the  State  of  Missouri,  which  has  ever  been 
couidered  as  decidiog  leading  points  on  this  sub- 
ject. Chief  Justice  Marshall  defines  a  bill  of  credit 
10  be  "a paper Issned  by  the  sovereign  authority, 
•nd  intended  to  circulate  as  money."  This  inten- 
tion is  to  be  gathered  ffom  the  face  of  the  act  and 
the  phraseology  of  the  bill.  The  act  under  dis- 
cossion,  the  debate,  the  cancelling  of  these  notes, 
aid  not  r' issuing  tbem  when  returned,  all  show  the 
intent  to  be  to  raise  money,  and  not  to  form  a  cir- 
culating mediam.  Thus,  all  the  argument  based 
upon  their  being  bills  of  cred.t  falls  to  the  ground. 
But,  even  if  you  consider  theA  bills  of  credit,  it 
appears,  by  a  note  in  vol.  3  ol  Madison's  Papers, 
(hat  the  power  to  issue  bjHs  of  credit  was  stricken 
oat  of  the  Constitution,  because  it  was  thought 
oselessras  conferring  no  new  power.  By  remain- 
ing in,  it  might  lead  to  an  improper  use  of  them, 
•nd  serve  "  as  a  pretext  for  a  paper  currency." 

The  qavstion  of  coastiuitionality  and  necessity 
being  conceded,  the  only  additional  inqiiiry  re- 
mains: Is  the  sum  offive  millions  sufficient} 

It  is  pefeetly  apparent,  from  the  remarks  of  the 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me  on  the  opposite 
side  of  this  question,  that  an  extra  session  of  Con- 
gress has  been  determined  apon  in  their  party  coun- 
cils, and  it  is  necessary  lo  keep  this  fact  steadily  in 
view,  to  understand  their  remarks,  andio  appreciate 
aright  their  singular  views  anil  differiDg  calculations. 
Truth,  sir,  said  Mr.T.is  the  basis  of  all  excellence; 
•nd  the  unbiassed  mind  will  follow  on  in  whatso- 
ever paths  may  direct  its  footsteps.  But  here  a 
certain  cunelnsisn  is  assumed,  a  certain  purpose 
must  be  carried.into  extcution,  and,  of  course, 
there  must  be  a  due  adaptation  of  the  reasoning. 
The  lawyer  assumes  that  the  cause  of  his  client  is 
just,  and  directs  'the  energies  of  bis  mind  (o  the 
elucidation  of  the  grounds  of  its  propriety  and  justice. 
£very  fact  thai  iaierposes  and  militates  against  his 
purpose  is  either  rejetiled,  or  so  colored  as  to  de- 
stroy iis  force  upon  the  njinds  of  others.  This  is 
the  great  source  of  sophistry  and  false  reasoning. 
It  is  in  this  way  alone,  we  can  account  for  the 
amazing  difference  in  sentiment,  opiaion,  and  prin- 
ciple among  mankind.  Our  feelings,  our  desires, 
oar  interests,  control  onr  reasonings  and  anr  judg- 
ments. Sir,  said  Mr.  T.  to  my  mind  my  friend 
fromSoDth  Carolina  (Mr.  Rhett)  ha« demonstrat- 
ed, with  great  furce  and  clearness,  that  neither  a 
new  tariff"  nor  a  loan  is  called  for  by  the  exigencicii 
of  (he  Oovemment;  and  that  the  sum  specifisd  in  the 
bill  woald  affprd  ample  relief  to  the  Treasury  of  the 
nation.  And,  from  the  examination  which  I  have 
given  these  subjects,  aided  by  the  sueges'ions  of  ibe 
best  informed  minds  as  to'  im  necessary  expendi- 
ture of  the  current  year,  I  am  free  to  admit,  fiat, 
had  the  Administraiion  been  successful  before  the 
people,  3,000,000  would  have  been  the  nliima'um 
10  which  I  would  have  gone  in  the  present  instance. 
Bat,  in  providing  ways  and  means  for  as  opposing 
party,  I  shall  adopt  such  a  course  as  to  cat  off  all - 
just  gr.wnd  of  complaint;  and,  for  all  mal-admiB's- 
tration,  I  shall  hold  them  rwpoosible. 

I  have  been  not  a  little  amused  at  the  mathemati- 
cal talent  which  has  been  exhibited  in  this  debate. 
The  gemleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  BABNAao] 
leads  off'  wtih  the  most  extensive  and  varisd  calcu- 
lations, showing  not  only  what  will  t>e  expended, 
but  what  oughtlo  be  expended,  ia  the  year  '41; 
and  at  length  concludes,  that  the  probable  deficit 
in  the  Treasary,a(  the  termination  of  the.  year,  will 
be  seven  and  a  half  millions.  He  is  followed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Evins]  whose 
learniog  and  ability  are  acknowledged  on  all  rides  of 
this  Uon^e.  He  differs  very  widely  in  his  esti- 
mates. He  joins  no  issue  wiib  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  as  to  the  probable  amount  of  receipts  for 
the  current  year;  but  prefers  rather  to  admit  their 
oortectneas,  and,  if  the  appropciatien*  should  not 


eiceed  the  estimates,  or  even  the  expenditures  of 
'  the  last  year,  the  means  in  the  Treasury,  with  the 
proposed  relief,  will  be  sufficient  to  rveet  the  cur- 
rent demands.  But  he  objects  to  what  he  calls  the 
miserable  parsimony  of  the  Secretaryi  and,  ia  a 
bold,  manly  manner,  be  admits  that  it  has  ever 
been  his  rule  of  eondact  to  vote  for  )he  largest  ap- 
propriations on  every  subject,  for  he  viewed  that 
as  the  best  policy.  Then  came  the  gentlemen 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bcll]  who  developed  a 
wonderful  talent  for  figures.  In  early  life  he  mu<^t 
have  outstripped  all«iher»in  this  branch  of  stady. 
He  considers  them  all  wrong.  He  enters  into  the 
calculation,  and  soon  the  answer  is  presented:  The 
deficit  at  the  end  of  tht  current  year  mast  br,  he 
asserts,'  ten  or  twelve  millions;  but  more  probably 
fifteen  millions. 

Sir  (said  Mr.  T.)  I  have  been  amused  kt  tbefc 
calculations;  for,  however  much  they  differ  in 
the  rationale,  yet  all  agree  in  the  result— 40  extra 
session  of  Congress  will  be  necessary.  It  is  not 
required  of  me,  at  thi;  stage  of  the  debate,  to 
make  out  an  estimate  for  myself.  J  am  neither 
prepared  or  willing  to  do  so.  Now,  sir,  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  [Mr.  BkLL]  has  commanded 
my  respect  and  regard  since  I  have  been  honored 
with  bis  acquaintance;  but,  in  this  instance,  the  mo- 
tive, the  guiding  principle,  the  qw>  animo,  was  too 
apparent  not  to  be  perceptible  to  the  most  negli- 
gent observer.  Men's  desires,  in  a  great  degree, 
cantrol  their  reasoning;  and  the  gentlein>n  himself 
has  fiirnisbed  me  with  an  apt  illustration  of  the  prin- 
C  pie.  In  the  spring  of  1837,  just  before  Mr.  'Van 
Bureh  was  inaagurated,  when  the  fortification  bill 
was  before  this  House,  that  gentleman  propo'ed  an 
amendment,  which  provided  that  the  balance  ia 
the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  that  year  should  be  de- 
posited with  the  States,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  1836,  usually  called  the  depo- 
sits act.  In  his  speech  on  that  occasion,  be  is  re- 
ported in  the  Register  of  Debates  to  have  said: 
"All  must  admit,  not  only  that  there  will  be  a  sar- 
plos,  but  that  it  will  be  a  very  large  onr,  and  the 
question  is  now  presented,  and  must  be  decided  by 
tlie  vote  which  we  are  about  to  take,  whether  the 
Jifietn  or  (loen'y  millions  in  the  Treasury,  over  and 
above  the  demands  of  the  public  servic?^  will  be 
tnore  secure  when  deposited  with  and  distributed 
among  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  or  in  the 
Stale, banks."  Now,  sir,  (said  Mr.  T.)  it  is  a 
matter  ef  history,  that,  at  the  end  of  that  year,  not 
only  was  theie  no  surplus,  but,  during  tHte  year,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  was  under  the  pain- 
ful necessity  of  calling  together  the  members  of 
Congress,  at  great  expense  and  trouble,  to  devise 
the  necessary  ways  and  means  to  meet  the  ordina- 
ry expenses  of  the  Qovernment.  Then,  however, 
the  gentleman'j  calculation  was,  that  there  would 
b3  a  surplus  of  15  or  20,000,000  in  the  Treasury; 
now  his  calculation  is,  iha,t  there  will  be  a  deficit 
of  10  to  15,000,000.  Toen  his  desire  was  to  make 
out  the  largest  possible  surplas;  now  his  desire 
is  to  make  out  the  largett  possible  deficit.  Then 
he  came  with  15  or  30  millions  of  the  truth;  now, 
I  suppose,  he  will  come  within  ip  or  15  millions 
of  the  truth:  whidi  will  show  a  considerable  im- 
provement on  his  part  in  the  science  of  figures. 

It  is  in  vain  (said  Mr.  T  )  to.  try  longer  to  de- . 
siroy  the  confidence  of  this  House  in  the  integrity 
and  friir  dealing  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  more  his  statements  are  attacked,  the  more 
impregnable  they  appear.  Diicns<ion  and  investir 
gaiion,  as  they  shed  light  npon  the^e  subject^,  de- 
monstrate the  more  clearly  ihe  justness  and  pro- 
priety of  his  estimates.  This  circa  mstanee,  alone, 
ha-  greit  weight  in  my  mind.  Last  year  wai  an 
extraoidiB^iry  commercial  year.  It  was  evident 
that  the  country  was  poorly  supplied  with  goods, 
and  reasonable  expectations  were  formed  that  the 
imports  for  the  year  would  be  large;  but  the  singu- 
lar aiid  uncommon  fact  occurred,  ihut  the  exports 
exceedeil  the  imports  more  than  S61  millions. 
Y<t  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trramry 
came  within  about  two  millioas  of  the  amount  ac- 
tually realized. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  T.)  these  calculations  must  all 
prove  nnceitain.  To  man  is  not  given  the  power 
of  foreseeing  events.  He  cannot  tell  what  a  day, 
or  aa  hour,  may  Uio^  forth.    At  seed  time,  th« 


Carmensannot  decide  upon  tlte  ^(eai  of  his  Iw- 
vest.  Nor  in  the  blossom  can  we  .detemtaa  te 
abundance  of  the  fruit.  Nor  can  the  finaficf  fw»- 
tell,  with  certainty,  the  per  annum  receipts  btm. 
impost  daiies.  They  are  uncertain,  and  moat  bea 
from  their  very  nainre;  they  depend  npoa  the  ■wai 
aad  the  wave,  the  caprices  of  aori-iy,  the  malati— 
of  tiadff,  the  fiqotuations  of  oommMce,  and  tk 
intercourse  of  nations.  Bat  the  Seerettiy  baaa 
bis  estimates,  1  learn,  from  informatioa  dented 
from  the-  revenue  officers  scattered  all  ovctitt 
face  of  this  continent,  aad,  therefore,  is 
titled  to  credit  for  his  conclusions  than  a 
on  (his  floor,  who  has  not  the  facts  on  which  bis 
jodgmeni  may  act;  and,  therefore,  genileooaa 
not  consider  me  as  calling  in  qoeation  their  i 
matical  talent  by  adhering  to  the  csiimales 
by  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury.  Then  ike  ae- 
CiMint  will  stand  thqg: 
The  receipts  from  tvery  soaree  of  poMie  rerene 

wilt  make  Ihp  whole  means  for  the  year  1841, 

134,733^73 
The  whole  expenditure,  including  the 

funded  debt  for  the  cities  of  this 

District,  and  the  redemption  of  on(^ 

standing  Treasury   notes,  for   ihe 

year  1841,  will  be  •  •  •    S3,e99,aM 


Balance  in  the  Treasury,  at  the  end  of 

1841,  after  all  payments  whatever 

are  made    -  -  -  .       f834.973 

This  is  the  estimate  of  the  S^retaiy  ot  the 
Treasury;  I  attach  more  faith  and  credit  to  it  I 
any  other  calonlation  I  have  seen.  Bui  eoa 
tlemen  of  the  opposing  party  have  the  least  {^ 
ble  pretext  for  complaint,  when  we  preipose  by  tUs 
bill  to  give  them  the  power  to  raise  five  addiiioaal 
millions.  Jasiiee  forbid«  a  mnrmnr,  and  fairasM 
and  candor  could  ask  no  more  at  the  bands  of  an- 
bounded  liberality. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  BaaaiaBn) 
enters  into  a  formal  and.  serious  complaint  agunsi 
this  Administration  for  endeavoring  to  cat  docs 
the  expenditures.  He  asserts  your  pablie  works 
are  suspended;  your  fortifications  are  negkcted; 
your  harbors,  and  roads  and  canals,  -which  ba*« 
been  auspiciously  commeoced,  are  now  soing  V> 
ruin  for  the  want  of  appropriaiioni  of  pablie 
money;  and,  to  my  surprise,  he  «as  foUowed  bjr  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  in  the  saate 
vem.  He  accuses  the  Democratic  party  of  beisg 
guided  by  a  spirit  of  mean  "parstawny."  Sir, 
(said  Mr.  T.)  are  we  in  the  same  Honsel  la  this 
the  rams  body  that  met  here  in  council  twelve 
months  ago?  Is  the  present  or  the  past  ail  a  dreamt 
The  profligacy,  extravagance,  and  wastefulness  of 
this  Administration,  are  still  ringing  in  my  can: 
these  walls  have  scarcely  ceased  to  reverberate  the 
sound.  But  now,  how  changed!  It  is  nowfaitiy 
of  a  mean  '^M-iimony."  Three  months  ago,  the 
cry  of  prodigal  expenditure  was  echoed  from  oae 
end  of  the  nation  to  the  other.  It  was  the  change, 
above  all  others,  relied  npon  to  prostrate  the  pre- 
'Sent  Executive  before  the  people.  But  being  de- 
feated, even  before'he  lays  down  his  brief antborily, 
the  same  lips  turn  upon  him,  and  aeeoie  hiat  of  a 
mean  "parsimony."  I  will  not  say,  eoBws|H>i.y, 
thoa  art  a  jewel!  But  I  will  say,  oh,  shame !  whae 
is  thy  blasbl  Will  the  Ametioan  people  endons 
all  tbi&I  Np,  sir,  they  witi  not — they  caaaat 
When  they  find  they  have  t>een  deceived,  they  wifi 
spurn  those  arts  by  which  it  has  been  effected. 

Sir,  before  my  constituents  (said  Mr.  T.)  I  ad- 
mitted that!  the  expenditures  of  the  Qov«nnMa( 
were  too  large,  and  acconnted  for  tbem  on  the 
ground  that  too  mnch  money  had  beeneoUeeied 
from  the  people;  for  if  Congress  found  the 
in  the  Treasury,  tb«y  would  a^nreHy 
it — they  would  not  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
officers  of  the  Oovemment.  And  however  strong 
their  principles  of  economy  might  be,  and  however 
much  the  Executive  might  inculcate  the  doctrine  of 
a  cheap  Government,  yet  the  members  of  Coa- 
gress  would  not  wiihstaad  the  seductions  of  an 
overffpwing  Treasury,  and  ^e  (me  way  to  ovat 
the  Government  was  to  adopt  the  practice  of  the 
provident  parent  towards  the  profligate  yoath  at 
college — to  cut  ofiT  the  supplies.  Now,  sir,  the 
sappUw  hare  been  cnt  down,  in  ponoaiioa  «tf  Uw 
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,.  Kveoae  laws  which   were  enacted  long  before 

this  AdministratioQ  eame  in'.o  powvr.    For  the  la«t 

]  fonr  yran,  the  taxes  apon  the  people  hsT*  beea 

rendered  lishirr  and  lighten  your  levenne  has  been 

gradually  diminishing,  and  they  are  still  in  the  pro- 

eess  or  farther  diminoiion.    These  cireamstanees 

required  retrenchment.    At  this  time,  no  sarplos 

'  mcnty  is  fonnd  in  yoar  Treasury  !   Shall  we  blame 

;    the  Seofttaryl    Surely  not;  justice  sod  candor  fot- 

'   bid  if.    On  the  contrary,  he  deserves  the  highest 

eompiimrnt,  the  graii  ude  of  every  patriot,  in  de- 

▼isiog  the  meaas  of  cartailing  the  ezpendiitircs  to 

'    keep  pace  with  the  diorinaiion  of  the  revenue  of 

the  QovetDmen','  without  permitting  any  great  in- 

■    terest  naieiially  to  suffer. 

Bnl,  «ir,  there  i«  another  word  which  has  been 
rang  ibroogh  all  the  changes.  The  cry  was  first 
raised  vithiu  these  walls;  the  wind.-s  ciught  up  the 
aoBod,  and  hore  italon;  over  every  hit!  and  every 
ralley,  over  every  city,  village,  and  neighborhood, 
throughout  this  vast  Republic,  Upon  every  parly 
peasant  which  was  flung  lo  the  breeze,  was  writ- 
ten, in  bold  luid  eonspieuoos  letters,  this  word  of 
magic  power.  It  was  repeated  by  day  and  by 
night,  in  the  bustling  cirovd  and  in  the  social  circle 
— "reform !  reftrm!"  And,  sir,  wh«  was  the 
neaniog  of  all  tbi<i?  Among  iny  constituents,  it 
asaoredly  meant  (he  Fp;nding  of  less  money.  The 
people,  it  wa^  asserted,  had  been  unnecessarily 
taxed,  to  pamper  and  feed  the  office  holder;  the  Pre- 
sident was  represented  as  living  in  princely 
pomp  and  splendor;  and  change  wts  demanded. 
Well,  sir,  that  change  has  been  granted  by  the 
people.  What  now  is  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"rtfinmfl"  The  honoiable  gentlemen  who  have 
preceded  me,  ate  leading  and  eonspicdons  mem- 
ben  of  the  triumphant  paity,  and  they  have 
given  US  their  definition.  Now  ifaey  call  this 
Administration  "niggardlr."  straining  every  neive 
to  avoid  eipense;  and  that  your  public  works  are' 
rapidly  going  to  decay-  Now  reform  means  a 
liberal  expenditure  uf  the  public  money,  the  build- 
ing  np  of  foiH,  the  cleaning  out  of  harbors,  the 
eoostraeting  of  roads  and  canals.  If  this  b«  i(s 
meaning,  then  have  the  people  indeed  been  de- 
ceived. Thete  things,  for  the  most  part,  are  re- 
jected and  forbidden  By  tHe  well  known  opinions  of 
my  oonstitnenis,  by  the  Constitution  itself,  and  by 
aay  own  convictions  of  expediency. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Birnabd] 
eomplains  of  the  Democratic  party  for  their  refnSal 
ta  act  upon  private  claims;  thus  enlarging  the 
neoesawy  expenses  of  the  cnirent  year.  This 
charge  is  grataitons  and  unjust.  I  have  seen  no 
parly  action  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this 
Honse,  on  private  claims.  I  speak  for  myself, 
when  I  say  that  few  have  been  more  punclnal  than 
layself  in  Bttendingsto  this  branch  «f  our  legislative 
daiies.  Some  few  of  my  constitaeats  are  interested, 
«ad  I  have  felt  eager  and  anxioqs  to  reach  and  act 
upon  their  cases.  .  But  the  inference  that  iba 
Democratic  party  were  opposed  to  every  private 
ekiim,  wonid  impel  us  to  the  eonclnsion.tbat  the 
Whig  party  favored  and  advacated  every  private 
cUim.  And,  talw  either  bora  of  the  dilemiaita,  and 
the  whole  wookt  seem  to  be  ridieuloai. 

Bat  Mother  chaige  of  the  gentleman  of  New 
York,  [Mr.  Babnahd,]  which  suock  my^  nitd 
with  ra^rise  and  astonishment — he  asserts  that 
the  fatnitnre  of  the  President's  honse  is"unAi  even 
for  a  privatt  geslleman;''  and  that  it  should  be  sold 
o«t  sod  other  farutute  purchased.  That  this'eon- 
stitatea  an  addiiioiul  necessary  charge  npon  1841. 
Has  it  come  to  ihisl  Are  the  services  of  the  gen* 
tteman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Oolx]  so  soon 
to  be .  forgotten)  Is  this  the.  treatment  be  is  to  re- 
ceive at  the  hands  of  friends,  who  claim  to 
be  of  the  "more  decent"  ordei?  That-gentleman'S 
speech  was  sent,  daring  the  last  summer,  into  every 
eoraer  of  the  State  of  Mississippi.  It  described 
the  f  oraiinre  as  legal,  princely,  extravagani  I  The 
driveUing  poUucians  were  repeating  it  at  every 
tavena  and  crass  roads;  and  it  was  held  np  as  as- 
toniahing,  that  a  Democrat  shonid  be  permitted  lo 
lire  in  such  pomp  and  splendor !  Nov,  however, 
a  obaage  has  come,  a  different  order  of  things  pre- 
vails. Oeneral  Harrison  is  called  by  the  people 
firom  bis  log  eabia  to  the  Wkilt  Htnu,  and  the  cry 
im  iwMd,  iMfenritwe  i<  npAt  for  (tKh  a  mul 


Will  not  the  country  hold  the  Whig  party  respon- 
sible for  the  nnhallowed  stories  which  have  been 
eircniaied  abroadl  And,  if  the  furniture  is  to  be 
sold,  I  ask,  will  not  a  sufficient  amount  be  realized 
from  the  sate  to  replace  the  samel  Other  Presi- 
dents have  been  content  with  the  farniinre;  and 
will  the  President  elect  feel  himself  dishonored  by 
itt  nse?  I  wish  the  coiiniry  to  know  these  facts. 
I  shall  be  content  tiriih  their  d^ision. 

6at  still  ano'her  charge  npon  1841,  as  made  out 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  Voikj  [Mr.  Barnar0;] 
and  the  "aiggardiy"  Democrats  are  to  be  saddird 
with  its  posipopemenl  heretofore.  They  have  re- 
filled to  do  justice,  because,  in  doing  so,  money 
was  rrqaired  I  allnde  to  the  claims  of  the.  Choc- 
taws  for  lands  of  which  they  have  bcea .  deprived 
by  this  Qoveroment.  These  Choeiawslive  within 
the  Stiite  of  Mississippi.  Their  petitions  have  re- 
ceived my  special  attention;  and  I  am  truly  grati- 
fied that  the  gentleman  has  introdaced  this  subject, 
a<!  a  matter  of  complaint  against  the'  Democratic 
portion  of  this  House,  as  it  will  afford  me  an  op-- 
ponnnity  of  bringing  lo  the  notice  of  this  commit- 
tee the  present  condition  of  these  claims. 

By  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Babbit  creek,  made 
with  the  Cboeiaws  in  1830,  it  is  provided^  in  the 
14th  artic'e.that  those  Indian^who  desired  to  remain 
in  the  State  of  Mississippi  shoold  be  entitled  lo  cer- 
tain land,  by  signifying  their  intention  lathe  agent 
appointed  for  that  pttii>ose.  This  agent  failed 
faiihfaily  to  discbarge  his  duties,  and  conScqaenlly 
the  Government  sold  the  lands  to  which  Ifasy  were 
entitled,  and  they  were  driven  from  their  homes. 
These  Indians  are  Mill  in  the  Slaie  of  Mississippi, 
and  are  insisting  upon  a  due  campen'aiinn  for  the 
injuries  they  have  sustained.  In  1837,  Congress 
authorized  a  board  of  commi«$t«ners  to  collect  the 
testimony  in  these  case?.  That  board  conlinned 
in  existence  till  ihe  1st. day  of  Angnst,  1838. 
These  commissioners  wtre  nnable  to  complete 
their  undertaking.  At  the  succeeding  session  of 
Congress,  unsnecessfnl  efforts  were  made  to  revive 
the  eommisfion  As  soon  lis  I  took  my  seat  on 
this  ttoor,  I  called  the  attention  of  this  House  to 
this  subject:  and  some  time  befors  the  close  of  the 
last  session,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  In-, 
dians  Affairs  informed  me  he  was  prepared  lo  re- 
port a  bill.  Bat,  sir,  he  was  unable  to  do  so,  and 
no  action  of  Oougrcss  was  had.  At  the  very  be- 
ginning of  this  session  I .  introdaced  a  bill,  which 
will  mete  oiit  ample  jasli,ce  to  the  mis:table  In- 
dians, who  are  in  a  stale  of  ivant  and  wretchet.'- 
ness;  which  bill  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Abe  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs.  I  hope  for  an  early  re- 
port; and  then  I  hope  the  gentleman  wilt  join  me 
in  repairing  this  supposed  breach  of  good  faith. 
Joslice  to  Mississippi,  as  well  as  to  the  claim- 
antt,  demands  early  action.  My  party  friends 
all  around  me  have  given  me  every  assqrance 
of  their  assistance.  The  departments,  time  after 
time,  have  reported  the  facts  and  requested  ac- 
tion. I  blame  no  party  for  this  delay:  it  has 
growa'oot  of  the  manner  in  which  we  have 
done  business.  Moreover,  the  claim  here  is  not 
for  money,  but  for  land;  and  we  have,  as  yet,  a 
large  surplus  on  band.  Bui,  Mr.  Chairman,  why 
dwell  npon  IhcM  top  cs  of  such  minor  momen  1 
these  pretexts  to  keep  oiit  of  vie-w  the  real  designl 
Theise  are  but  skirmishes  on  the  outposts,  to  cover 
the  main  movements  of  iht  army.  There  is 
behind  all  this  another  question,  involving  princi- 
ples of  the  first  magnitude.  Already  has  it  appear- 
ed before  ibis  House  as  a  pnrty  movement;  and  at 
the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  a  distinguisheJ  party 
leader,  who  speaks  as  one  having  auihority, openly 
avowed  it  as  a  leadicg  principle  with  the  incoming 
Administration.  I  refer  to  the  distribo'i'  n  of  the 
revenue,  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  pubic  lands 
among  the  States.  -This,  I  believe,  is  the  true 
caase  of  the  manifestation  of  >a  disposition  to  im- 
pose additional  taxat  on  upon  the  people.  I  Will 
not  cloak  my  fears  on  this  subject.  This  distribu- 
tion is  but  Ihe  beginning  of  a  series  of  measures 
which,  when  carried  into  full  operation,  will  sub- 
vert the  whole  genius  of  onr  instiiotions.  In  mo> 
rals,  it  is  the  6m  step  alone  that  costs; — in  politics, 
the  importance  of  a  principle  depends  upon  the 
constqgences  to  which  it  may  lead,  -  The  prestat 


condition  of  ibe  States  eenstraim  me  to  fear  the 
tnece  »  of  that  accursed  measme. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Caroliaa  [Mr. 
TaoMPSOH]  spoke  of  the  public  lands  as  a  great 
electioneering  fund,  to  he  used  by  the  ambitions, 
aspiring  politicians  of  this  coantry.  He  said,  that 
it  was  true  that  they  could  not,  like  the  Rouan' 
Emperors,  divide  to  each  man  bis  measure  q(  eora 
bat  they  were  able  to  do  tbict  which  was  equiva- 
lent— give  to 'each  man  his  quota  cf  the  poUie  . 
kndi.  There  is  another  iltostration,  interwoven' 
with  the  Roman  history  by  the  grea)  master  of  hu- 
man pastions,  better  suited  to  his  purpose;  for,  on 
that  day  when  the  proud  usurper  of  his  connif>'s 
frMdom  was  laid  prostrate  in  the 'dost,  liberty 
would  have  triumphed,  had  not  the  fertanes 
of  the  hoar  been  changed  by  the  proclamation 
of  CteiKt's  will,  which  assigned  lo  every  Ro^ 
man  citizen  a  piece  of  silver.  This  dividing 
the  money  among  the  Slates  is  not  to  be  com- 
pared, in  ittioflueuce,  to  yonr  pre-emption  laws, 
yonr  graduation  of  prices,  or  yonr  cession  of  pnblie 
lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  He;  it  far  outstrips 
them  all.  -  ' 

When  I  first  heart  the  saying  of  that  distin- 
guished man,  [Mr.  RANboLPB  ]  whose  voice  once 
struck  terror  into  the  hearts  of  loose  constrnction- 
ists,  that  the  day  would  come  when  a  gentleman 
would  be  considered  out  Qf  order  in  this  House  to 
quote  the  Constitution,!  viewed  it  as  an  idle  prophe- 
cy. But,  .sir,  1  view  it  as  sueh  no  longer.  We 
have  lived  to  see  that  day.  I  now  feel  its  force  on 
this  very  question.  Wbere,  in  the  Constitmion,  I 
woDid  a^k,  is  foand  the  power  in  Congress  to  raise 
money  and  divide  it  among  the  Sfatesl  I  care  not 
to  be  shown  thr  specific  grant,  for  we  all  htiow 
that  is  not  to  be  found.  What  is  there  in  the  ge- 
nius, ihe  >pirit,  the  nature  of  this  Glovernmen', 
which  clothes  us  wiih  ihat  important  powiil  Why 
then  is  this  question  to  be  dreaded!  Because  ol  the 
present  conditian  of  the  Slates. 

Sir,  in  ca<<ting  my  ryes  over  the  tweBiy-siz  so- 
▼ereigntief  which  composed  this  happy  and  glori  • 
ous  Confederacy,  and  reflictiog  upon  their  present  . 
pecuniary  embarrassments,  I  tremble  for  the  honor 
of  my  coiintry.  Already.iheir  faith  ispledged  for 
the  payment  of  about  two  honjred  and  forty-four 
millitin  of  dollar-<;  and  the  'annual  interest  to  be 
paid  to  foreigners,  is  more  than  twelve  millions  of 
dollars.  If  the  difficulty  is  dow  so  great  to  meet 
the  itttereSr,  how  will  that  difficulty  be  enhanced 
when  the  principal  is  to  be  paid.  Does  it  never  oc- 
cur lo  the  minds  of  honorable  members,  that  poste- 
rity Hillinquire,  what  have  we  received  for  all  tbisi 
bs  they  not  discover  in  aU  thi«  slock  being  held 
abroad,  a  fruitful  source  of  future  jealounes  and 
dis«ensionst  The  revenue  derived  from  the  public 
lands  will  fall  far  stiort  in  meeting  the  demands 
upon  the  State?.  The  residue  must  be  sappli>d 
from  taxation;  Yes,  sir,  onerous  and  grinding  di- 
rect taxa  ion;  unless  this  Government  talies  one 
step  farther,  which  will  be  an  easy  one;  this  being 
taken,  to  pled^  the  revenue  arising  from  im- 
posts lo  pay  this  interest.  Thit  being  done,  this 
Government  assumes  the  payment  of  the  State 
de^ts  indirectly,  whin  all  deny  it  the  power  to  do 
so  directly. 

The  proposition  to  assams  the  debis  of  the  S  ales 
is  not  openly  advocated  by  any  respectable  portion 
of  either  of  the  great  parties  of  this  cauntrr-  All 
deny  onr  constitutional  pn^ver  to  pletlge  the  faith  of 
this  Government  for  the  payment  ofdebis  contract- 
ed in  the  ex  icotioi  of  local  objects.  But  wonder- 
ful discovery  this,  that  whily  we  have  not  the  pow- 
er to  assume,  we  have  the  power  to  place  in  the 
hands  of  the  States  the  means  of  discharging  their 
debts. 

Mr.  Chairman,  kingcraft  and  priestcraft  have 
had  their  day;  witchcraft  and  brankcrafi  have  lost 
iheir  influence,  A  new  era  has  dawned  npon 
the  world,^aa<l  is  characterized  by  ihe  craft  of  po- 
liiiclans;  and  it  is  perceptible  in  nothing  more 
ol«arly  than  in  this  great  political  movement.  It 
resolves  itself  into  this;  we  cannot  undertake,  but 
ve  can  pay  the  debts  of  the  States;  and  I  shall 
now  endeavor  to  prove,  that  we  have  the  same 
power  10  distribute  among  the  States  the  revenue 
ari»iDg  from  oar  tariff  laws,  as  we  h^v;  to  cUs 
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iribuie  Uw  rewnoe  trtaiBg  from  Uw  Mie  of  poblic 

In'  the  adopticm  of  the  articles  of  confitdera'' 
tioB  by  tiie  original  thirteen  State«,  the  first  difii- 
enUy  whleh  presented  itself,  was  the  waste  un- 
•ppropriateil  lands  in  the  Wesiera  coaeir;.  The 
Bute  of  Maryland  refoscd  to  ratify  the  aiiteles 
of  coDfederation,  antit  there  vas  a  prospect  of 
qvieting  that  qnestion.  BhoaUer  lo  shoulder  «rilh 
her  confederates,  she  bad  will  nigh  gone  tbrongh 
the  war  of  the  ^volution,  before  she  haJ  sane* 
iioB«d  ibe.  articles  of  compact  between  the 
States.  Inl76'),  the  GotttineotaL  Congress  nugfd 
upon  the  States,  a  liberal  .sturreader  of  their  waste 
lands,  for  the  use  and  beoeflt  of  all  ibe  States. 
On  the'  first  day  of  March,  1781,  New  York  patri- 
otically stepped  forward  and  ezeeated  her  deed  of 
cession  for  all  her  waste  territory  wept  of  a  desig- 
nated line,  "for  the'aie  and  benefit  of  tnch  of  the 
United  States  as  rhall  becone  members  of  the  Fe- 
deral alliance  of  the  said  Stales,  and  "for  no 
other  Qse  or  purpose  whatsoever;"  and  on  the  same 
di),  the  State  of  Maryland  ratified  the  Articl«<  of 
Conftderalion.  On  the  first  day  of  March,  1784, 
Virginia  executed  her  deed  of  cession;  Ma&sacha- 
seits  does  the  same,  April  the  19  h,  1785^  nod  Con- 
nfclicnt,  Septeai<>er  the  14'.h,  1788.  On  (he  4th  of 
March,  1789,  our  present  CoDstitotion  haviBg  been 
ratified  by  a  sufficient  nomber  of  the  States,. went 
into  operation;  and  in  that  instrnmeiit  is  fonnd  this 
section: 

'•Th*  Coognn  ihall  harepown  to  di<po«  of,  and  make  sll 
neadful  rules  and  regutationa  >«ap«ctiiig  llie  Urriwrx  and  Olhar 
pnpeitj  belonging  to  the  United  titaiea."^ 

Is  it  not  as  clear  and  evident  as  language  can 
make  it,  that  the  #aste  lands  which  are  here  r«fer- 
red  to  are  recognised  as  the  absolute  property  of 
the  United  Stater,  and  being  the  property  of  Ibe 
Veiled  Slates,  can  it,  er  the  money  arising  there- 
from, be  disposed  of,  but  for  objects  in  which  this 
Opvernment,  as  separate  and  distinct  from  the  re- 
spective State  sovereignties,  are  interested?  It 
seems  to  me  that  the/ proposition  is.  self-evideni; 
and  to  prove  it,  by  a  regular  procfss  cf  reasoning, 
would  be  as  unnecessary  as  in  mathematics  tu  at- 
tempt to  demonstrate  the  axiom,  that  the  whole  is 
eqaal  to  all  its  paris^  it  is  .such  a  Truth,  as  all  men's 
minds  should  readily  assent  to  it  upon  a  naked 
statement: 

But  a  common  eirdr  has  prevailed,  that  the  Qo- 
vemmcni  is  a  mere  trustee  of  these  lands.  That 
tbey  were  ceded  to  this  Government  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  the  debts  that  then  exiited 
against  i>,  and  thai  these  liabilitief:,  having  now 
been  diseharged,the  States,  in  their  individual  ca- 
pacity, bate  a  right  to  I'emand  their  respectiv* 
abates  of  ibis  public  domain.  Nothing  can  tw  more 
tonfonndedor  uoju'it. 

Let  us  recur,  lor  one  moment,  -  to  the  causes 
which  led  to  the.  adoption  of  our  present  happy 
form  of  OoTerameDl.  The  money  power  is  ihe 
greatest  in  every  Government.  In  England,  for 
ages,  Parliament  poe^e.^ed  scarcely  any  other  eftVc- 
tive  power  ittan  to  raise  the  necessary  means  of  car- 
'  rying  on  the  Government;  and  at  that  very  lime  her 
people  boa5ted  of  their  freedom.  Dnder  the  arti- 
cles of  confederalioo,  the  commop  Treasury  was 
supplied  by  each  Stale,  in  proportion  to  the  value 
'  of  ail  land  within  the  same'SDrveyed  for  any  per- 
son. Ttiis  system  was  found  inoperative.  The 
Federal  alliance  iocorred  debi!>,  'but  was  not  poc- 
seised  of  the  power  of  ra'sing  the  necessary  funds 
to  diicbarge  them.  The  amount  realized  irom  the 
public  domaia  under  the  Conled^ratinn  wastritlin?. 
Hence  the  patriotic  men  of  that  day  (and  parer  and 
wiser  men  never  lived  in  any  aje  or  country  )sou!hi 
to  enlarge  ,the  powers  of  the  Federal  alliaocf;  and' 
the  Stales  came  forward  an^l  surrendered  to  the 
General  Government  the  power  of  laying  impost 
duties.  For  what  pnrpo  e?  To  enable  that  Go- 
vernment to  pay  the  deb's  already  inctirre  I,  or  to 
be  incurred  in  future.  In  1790,  Congress  pjRwd 
an  act,  entiiled  "An  act  making  provivions  tor  the 
debt  of  the  United  States,"  in  which  they  pledge 
Ihe  faiih  of  the  United  States,  the  revenue  arising 
from  customs,  and  the  revenue  from  public  lands, 
f.tr  the  redemption  of  the  debts  of  the  United 
Stales. 

Now,  Sir,  tho-e  debts  have  betn  paid;  and  by  the 
very  same  process  of  reasoning  b^  which  you  take 


the  money  derived  from  the  sale  of  public  lands, 
and  give  It  a  broad  oast  among  the  States,  you  can 
!<how'ihat  the  proceeds  from  impost  duties  may  be 
distributed.  And,  I  repeal,  commence  this  system, 
and  ynn  bucy  your  Constitution.  You  do  violence 
to  its  plain  meaning,  and  letter,  and  intent.  .  Maay 
of  the  Slates  are  now  buncering  an  i  thirsting  for 
their  share  of  the  spoil.  Their  appetite  s  keen. 
Their  local  politicians  have  loaded  the  Slates  with 
grievous  and  foolish  indebtedness,  and  they  have 
not  the  nerve  and  fahrnefs  to  face  their  consiituenls 
and  a«k  them  to  pay  their  debts.  They  are  direct- 
ing the  eyes  of  the  people  to  Congress,  to  bide  the 
the  enormity  of  their  own  conduct.  Let  the  States 
once  feed  upon  it,  and  their  voracious  appetites 
will  not  be  easily  appeased. 

Bnt,  let  it  not  be  taid  that  I  distrust  the  bon->r  or 
Ihe  patriotism  of  the  Slates,  or  their  ability  to  dis- 
charge all  their  liabilities.  This  Government  is  the 
work  of  their  own  hands;  tbey  created  it  for  their 
own  mntnal  benefit  and  protection;  tbey  invested 
it  with  sufficient  power  to  carry  out  the  great  lead- 
ing pnrpotes  of  its  ereatioil.  Bat  one*  admit  the 
idea  that  any  portion  of  the  revenue  of  this  Con- 
federacy can  ba  seized  upon  by  the  States,  and 
used  by  Ihem  individually;  onoe  grant  that  thn  pro- 
perty of  this  Ooveroment,  held  by  the  States  in 
their  federative  capacity,  can  be  sold,  and  Ihe  mo- 
ney appropriated  by  them  tPeverally,  and  you  de 
stroy  all  restriction  upon  the  powers  of  this  Go- 
vernment. The  metes  and  bounds  of  the  Con. 
stitntion  having  once  been  broken  down,  tbey  can 
Bever  be  erected,  aaain.  If  you  can  sell  ynur  ships 
of  war,  or  the  public  lands  which  lie  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  divide  the  money  amnng  tS^e  States,  then 
there  i<  no  limitation  upon  tba  discretion  of  Con- 
giess  in  the  use  of  the'  public  money.  And,  is' it 
not  easy  to  perceive  how  Sate  poiiiicians  can  cen- 
vince  their  several  constituents  of  the  facility  of 
this  C^!ivernm'>nt  to  tai>e  money  from  impost  dn- 
tie^l  .  Direct  taxation  is  an  absminaiion  in  the  sight 
of  such  men,  because  the  people  then  know  and 
mark  every  cent  which  is  abstracted  from  their 
pockets  by  Government.  This  leads  them  into  too 
close*  seintiny.i'f  their  prodigal  appropriations. 
Few  men  onderstand  the  operation  of  onr  system 
of  taxation,  ^d  the  people  do  no  know  how  much 
they  pay  for  the  support  of  Ihe  General  Govern- 
ment. It  is  on  this  account  that  I  dread  the  intro- 
duction of  this  ptinciple. 

Bat,  sir,  there  are  other  objections  to  this  distri- 
botion.  One  of  the  Revolntiouary  principles  was, 
that  taxation  and  representation  went  tuuidinhanil. 
This  consii'ules  one  of  the  main  pillars  on  .  which 
our  free  institutions  rest.  This  distribution  will 
praettcallr  overthrow  that  princ  pie.  By  this,  Con- 
gress will-  bvcome  the  collectors  of  money — the 
State  Legislatures  will  appropriate  it.  Now,  sir, 
Ihe  true  meaning  of  the  principle  ab>ve  referred  to 
is,  that  every  leginlaiive  body  s'<onld  collect  tbt 
money  which  they  sp^nd.  He  who  takes  the  re- 
sponsibility of  u»iog  the  people's  money  shoald 
also  incur  the  lespoosibilily  of  raiding  that  money 
from  iHe  people.  Sir,  this  distribation  will  be  de- 
moralizing in  its  tendency,  ruinous  in  its  practice, 
unjust  in  iu  operation,  and  will  lerminale  iha  vile, 
conttmpuble  scramble,  among  politicians,  for  the 
spoils  of  this  Government. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  another  gronod  for 
a  large  deficit  in  tlie  Treasury  at  the  end  of  '41.  Il 
w«s  slated  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr. 
Eir>iN>,]  ihatbe'had  no  doubt  that,  during  the  sue-, 
ceedine  Admini.ttration,  the  third  Ins'alment  would 
be  paid  t«  the  States. 

.[HereMr.  Ev.aNs  interposed,  and  said  be  had 
slated  BO  aueh  thing.] 

Mr.  T.  then  said<  It  is  unnecessary  tobasoteeh- 
nicil.  I  mean  the  fourth  inMalraeai;  and  I  eer- 
lainly  could  not  have  m'lsunder.siood  the  gentlem* n 
lu  that  particular.  Bat  it  matters  noU  One  of  bis 
own  party,  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Stanlv]  has  .brought  forward  'a  bill  to  pay 
this  fourth  insralment  lo  the  Stale*.  This  amount 
is  about  nine  millions.  The  money  requinte  to  pny 
this  suin  is  not  now  in  the  Treasury,  a^  it  is  admit- 
ii>d  on  all  hands.  ,  It  must  be  raised  by  taxation. 
Gentlemen  may  say  that  this  Administration  has 
squandered  this  raun^.  I-  wilt  n«t  go  into  that 
subject  now.    Elnongb  for  me  to  know,  at  present, 


that  the  money  is  not  in  the  Treasnry.  Aod  m 
we  now  to  be  taxed  to  raise  this  fourth  ioslalmcU 
for  ihe  Siateit  In  1836  we  bad  a  large  surplai 
collected  from  the  people  under  a  most  iniqaitous 
tirifi'.  For  the  safety  of  the  fond,  we  deposited 
twenty-eight  millions  of  this  buiplns  widi  the 
States,  with  lhe  pledge  of  the  faith  of  Uie  States 
that  it  shoald  be  returned  whenever  wanted  by  tins 
Ck>vemment.  New,  it  i)  alleged,  wa  waat  the 
moBcy;  but  instead  of  calling  on  the  Spates  for 
what  they  have  already  retxived,  it  is.  proposed  lo 
raise  (for  we  must  raise  it  before  wa  can  coMpass 
the  object)  nine  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  luidont 
to  them.  And  whyl  Because,  in  1836,  we  be- 
lieved  we  were  able  to  deposite  with  ihem  Ihiity- 
seven  millions  of  dollars.  This  is  sofficieni  lotMi- 
vince  as  of  the  danger  which  besets  onr  path  ii 
dealing  out  largesses  to  the  States. 

It  ii  proper,  before  I  leave  this  part  of  my  salh 
ject,  to  remark,  in  relation  to  the  gentUman  front 
Georgia,- [Mr.  Nesbit]  that  I  am  truly  rejoiced  lo 
bear  him  denounce  the  di&tribulion.     Aitd  did  I 
believe  that  the  President  elect  would  be  goided 
by  his  counsels,  and  those  of  his  firiends  who  agree 
witbihim,  I  should  be  slow  in  taking  any  posuioo 
in  advance,  in  opposition  to    the   coming   Ad- 
ministration: for  that  gentleman  agrees  with  ae  ia 
opposition    to  the  distribution,  internal  improve- 
ment by  this  Government,  a  National  Bank,  aod 
in  opposing  a  protective  tariff,  though  we  mar  dif- 
fer somewhat  as  to  the  amendment  ondet  discus- 
sion.   It  is  said,  none  are  so  blind  as  those  who 
will  not  see.    Is  it  not  apparent  to  that  ^ emlsman? 
Do  not  the  developments  of  every  day  io  thisHoase, 
at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  convince  him  that 
Ihe  hont  is  at  hand  when  he  is  lo  be  read  out  by  his 
party}    .One  of  two  things  is  ineviiable:  either  be 
IS  to  deny  his  principles,  or  deert  his  party.    And 
why,  I  ask  him,  in  all  kindness  and  sincerity  of 
feeling,  will  he  longer  tarry  and  ^treaglhea  the 
hanils  of  the  adveraanes  of  his  prineiplesl 

Having  thus  examined  the  renter  supposed  lU- 
biliti-s  of  the  Treasury,  it  is  now  proper  to  go  aae 
step  farther,  and  inquire  into  our  resources. 

I  again  repeat,  so.  thai  I  may  not  be  inisuader- 
flood,  that,  with  the  passage  of  this  bill,  the  means 
of  the  Government  will  be  amply  adequate  to  meet 
all  demands  falling  upon  the  y.-ar  '41,  without 
chingibg  or  •mendiijg,  in  any  the  sligbieBlest  de- 
.gree;  the  revenue  laws  of  the  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Tenneasee  [Mr.  Bcix] 
spoke  of  the  proposed  graduaiion  and  pre-eMpiioB 
blllf,  as  bills  of  "revenue.  I  agree  with  tba  geaile* 
man;  but  little,  if  any,  additional  iacome  was.  lo  be 
expected  from  their  passage.  I  do  not  know,  bow- 
ever,  that  the  friends  of  pre-emption  placed  their 
support  of  that  bill  on  any  snch  basis.  "IHiey  be- 
Iievv,'an4'  I  am  sure  t  eoqid  not  miauKlerstnd 
iheir  view.-',  that  its  provisions  ai«  fonnded  in  jna- 
tiee  and  sound  policy;  that  it  secures  to  lbs  emi- 
grant his  humble  boine,  Cicililies  and  attaihMHi 
the  settlement  of  your  desert  waster,  streogtbens 
yotitr  fVontier,  developes  the  resoorc«s  of  yuur 
country,  enhances  the  value  of  your  pmblic  laadf, 
and  promotes  the  genera)  good. 

I  am  aware,  however,  tbat  some  of  nypditienl 
friends  have  p'aeed  the'  grndnaiion  bill  on  ike 
ground  of  a  revenue  bill.  And  from  the  resaiis  ia 
the  Chickasaw  nation,  wheie  ibis  prinorplebas  bsea 
in  operation,  there  is  some  just  ground  for  snch  a 
position;  but  the  reduction  of  price,  as  proposed  is 
this  bill,  is  so  skMT,  and  the  lands  on  'whish'ttey 
would  operate  have  been  so  long  in  market,  noil  to 
thoroughly  culled,  that  I  do  not  expect  a  liarge  in- 
crease of  reveille  from  the  passage  of  thi«  men- 
sure.  I  base  my  advocacy  of  that  bill  oa  edwr 
aad  higher  ground.  When  this  Western  domaw 
was  ceded  to  the  Federal  Goverameai,  the  iklrlaeB 
original  States  agreed  with  them-selves,  and,  of 
course,  with  the  States  then  injieri,  lo  divide  dits 
territory  into  States  of  suitable  dimensioas.  Tbey 
agreed,  furihermote,  that,  "vbeoerer  any  of  the 
said  States  shall  have  sixty  thonsaiid  frse  iaiialn- 
taats  therein,  snch  State  shall  be  ndnined,  by  its 
delegates,  into  the  Congress  of  the  United  Bmibk,  en 
an  equal  footine  with  the  original  i3iai«,  m  <M  rr- 
«p(e<iiv&a<(Mr." 

And  again :  *'Timt  the  States  so  •formed  tkaSk  te 
distict  republican  Sates,  and  admitted  members  of 
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t^   Federal  Union — baring  the  same  rights  of 
sovereiipiiy,  freedom,  and  independence,  as4he 


Here,  sir,  is  the  cor^nant.    I  «aU  npon  yon  to 
k^ep  your  rows,  redeem  your  pledges,  abide  by 
year  compact.    Long,  long  have  the  new  States 
waited  for  their  promjMd  redemption.    The  hoac 
of  deliverance  like  the  ignis  fatans,  seems  to  recede 
•3  we  advance.    Is  it  not  mockery  to  say  that 
Mississippi  is  "sovereign,  free,  and  independent," 
''OQ  tn  e4aal  fuoiiog  with  the  old  States,"  wb^i 
nott  than  one-third  of  her  soil  is  held  in  nomi 
awriw,  on  which  she  can  levey  no  tax,  and  over 
which,  vMout  ftnmnion,  she  can  rnn  no  public 
roadi    Itreqaires  no  aigament  to  illnstrate  my 
meaoiog.    The  words  t^mselves,  interpreted  by 
plain  common  sense,  will  lead  every  mind  to  the 
same  conclosion,  that  yon  have  failed  to  do  yonr 
dnty  to  the  new  Siaies.    I  know  we  consented  to 
this  arrangement.      Bat  how  iras  this  consent  ex- 
tortid  from  ns.    Yon  made  it  the  condition,  the 
price  of  our  admission  to  the  eojoyment  of  oiir  ao- 
knvwledged  rights.    Well,  sir,  hitherto  we  have 
snbmitted  wlfhoat  a  mnrmor.    Missisxjppi  has  not 
onl;  abstained  from  tax  log  the  public  lands,  but 
for  Are  years  after  tbeiie  lauds  hare  been  piu«hased 
by  iodividaals,  she    has  levied  no  tax  upon  them; 
because  this  Oorersmeiit  beii>g  a  very  kini  land- 
lord, she  has  claiioed  this  privilege  for  those   who 
deal  with  her.    These  lands  have  been  in  market 
(en,  twenty,  thirty  years,  and  Ioniser.    Ns  one  has 
been  fonod  to  give  the  price  demanded. .    Time 
and  again  she  has  asked  for  the  reduction  of  these 
prices.    She  desires  to  extJD&uish  your  title..    If 
yoDr  good  lands  are  worth  ne  more  than  one'  dol- 
lar and  a  qnaner,  it  is  idle  to  ask  the  same  for 
your  nCase  lands.     Bat  pass  yonr  proposed  ditiri- 
bntion  bill,  and  nothing  but  a  bold  and  decisive 
■aseriioo  of  our  rights  will  wrest  these  lands  from 
year  miterly  grasp.    In  future,  the  inquiry  will 
not  be  how  we  may  conduce  to  the  settlement  of 
these  lands,  and  the  streogtbeniog  of  these  Stales; 
bat  in  what  way  we  can  wring  firom  these  new 
States  the  last  dollar.    You  must  then  have  the 
p'ennd  of  flesh;  but  take  heed  in  that  event,  that 
yoa  do  not  take  the  blood  alto. 

The  new  States  en  an  equal  fooling  with  the 
oM  States !  Nj,  sir.  Oar  fathers  of  the  original 
thirteen  paid  bat  a  paltry  pittance  for  their  right  of 
soil;  they  received  it,  as  asually  expressed  in  the 
•Id  charters,  from  the  "abundant  grace"  of  the. 
kings  bnt  we  have  been  required  to  pay  the  ntter- 
most  farthing. 

[Mr.  LmcoLN  said:  The  Indian  titles  to  the 
whole  o(  the  lands  of  New  England  .were  extin- 
gaised  by  the  contract  of  ths  settlers. '  There  was 
not  an  acre  that  was  trod  upon  by  the  white  man, 
bnt  what  had  been  purchased.  Mr.  Lincolv  on- 
ly wished  the  gentleman  to  know  that  the  people 
of  New  England  purchased  the  fee  simple  of 
iheir  lands  by  treaty  with  the  Indians,  for  which 
was  paid  the  faHf  value  by  that  portion  of  oar 
coantry.] 

Mr.  T.  resumed:  I  thank  the  gentleman  for  the 
information.  All  I  ask  for  the  people  of  the  new 
Stales  is,  that  they  m^  be  placed  on  some  grpand 
approaching  the  same  footing  of  the  old  States.  If 
the  Eastern  people  pal4  for  their  lands  the  Indian 
price^  which,  in  those  days,  was  a  mere  triflle, 
sorely  they  cannot  eomplain  of  us,  after  we  have 
&eely  paid  so  much  more  than  (he  Indian  price, 
Wben  we  ask  you  to  lednea,  to  a  teasanable  rate, 
the  price  of  your  refuse  laotb. 

But  one  remark  of  the  geatlemaa  from  Tennca- 
•••  (Mr.  Bbll]  seemed  to  me  to  be  iialike  himself. 
Foe  bint  I  have  everenienained-tbe  highest  lespeet 
Mid  defence;  and  he  is  ene  of  the  hut  in  this  Hoose 
of  whom  I  would  speak  in  terms  of  disparagement. 
Bot  I  must  be  tme  to  myself.  In  speaking  of  pre- 
emption and  gradnation,  he  said  the  adveeates  of 
tikeae  measures  do  not  d«ire  their  passage,  bnt 
mefer  to  keep  ihem  up  as  clebtioneering  hobbies. 
Taia  remark,  when  applied  to  a  hir^e  and  worthy 
p<wti«n  of  this  House,  is  harsh,  nnjast,  and,  la  my 
opinion,  aojaaiiihible.  Bar  I  advooaie  those  mca- 
snree.  I  ih:i>kihe»'  passage  is  demanded  by  every 
dMiweof  asoand  and  liberal  poliey;  aad,  if  the 
0aB«teaua  tDttada  to  give  hia  ramarin  a  renonal 
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application,  I  pronoance   them    false  and  slande- 
rous. 

Bot  the  main  source  of  revenue  to  this  Oovem- 
ment  is  derived  from  impost  duties:  and  a  propo- 
sition is  now  before  us,  to  increase  that  revenue  by 
levying  an  increased  duty  on  silks,  wines,  bleached 
and  unbleached  linens,  &c.  whidi  is  to  meet  the 
deficiences  in  the  Treasury  which  will  be  created 
by  the  distribution  of  the  income  from  lands  and 
the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  Stales. 

I  regret  that  this  distnrbing  qnestioa  of  lariff  is 
again  to  be  raised.  There  is  no  method  yet  de- 
vised by  man,  by  ^bieh  the  legislator  can  so  adroit- 
ly thrust  his  hands  into  the  pockets  of  hiseonstila- 
enis  and  steal  away  Ttoai  them  iheir  substance,  as 
is  found  in  this  system  of  taxation.  To  tax  a  peo- 
ple under  any  oirrnmstances,  is  by  no  meam  a 
pleasing  task.  But  under  this  ingenions  de'^ice — 
this  Irgislative  legerdemain — yon  impose  heavy 
burdens  upon  the  people;  you  fill  to  ovtsiflowing 
your,  public  coffers,  and  strip  them  of  the  profits  of 
their  labor;  and  then  turn,  and,  with  apparent  ean- 
dor  and  fairness,  attempt  to  flatier  ihem  into  the  be- 
lief, that  it  is  for  their  good  to  submit  to  the  lax;  that 
they  will  prosper  in  business  more  when  they  pay, 
than  when  ihey  do  not  pay,' their  duties.  Sir,  there 
is  no  power  in  the  Constitntkw  which  is  mure  lia- 
ble to  abuse,  ay,  which  has  been  more  abused, 
than  that  fimple  grant  to  lay  and  collect  imposts. 
It  operates  secretly  ^nd  deceptively.  The  laborer 
and  the  planter  know  not  at  t^e  end  of  each 
year  what  amount  they  have  paid  for  the  support 
of  Guvernmeni;  ihcy  do  not  perceive  and  mark, 
that  when  they  buy  a  potind  of  iron,  or  a  buihel 
of  salt,  or  a  yard  of  cloth,  a  portion  of  the  con- 
sideraiion  goes  in  to  support  Goreromsnt;  thev 
do  not  perceive  and  mark,  that  the  imporiing  mer 
chant  paid  the  duty,  and  added  it  to  his  bill  as  the 
original  cost>;  that  he  makes  a  profit  npon  that  duty, 
selling  it  to  the  wholesale  merchants;  that  the  va- 
rious hands  throogh  which  the  article  may  then 
pass,  till  it  reaches  the  conaomer,  each  add  ilMir 
per  centum;  and  thas  he  pays  his  tax  to  the 
Government  with  foorfold  interest.  Yet  he  knows 
it  Loi;  Ls  submits  to  it  cheerinlly;.  and  politicians 
are  ever  ready  to  impose  it  npea  him.  lis  Indi- 
rectness constitutes  its  charm.  It  is  circuitous- 
felt  in  its  results,  bat  not  seen  in  its  operation.  The 
tax  gatbexer  stands  behind  the  curtain;  and,  though 
bis  exactions  may  be  heavy  aad  oppietsivs,  yet. 
few  understand,  or  undertake  to  trace,  the  rauuA- 
cations  of  trade;  and  rqom  is  ever  left  to  the  wily 
Bepreteniatire  to  argue  with  his  consUiuenis  that 
others,  and  not  they,  bear  the  burdens  of  this  kind' 
of  taxation;  or  what  they  pay  the  Goverament  with 
one  hand  is  reimbursed  into  the  other  hand  by  the 
operations  of  the  system. 

Bat  it  is  right  and  proper  to  deal  fairly  and  can- 
didly with  the  people.  Nearly  all  ibv  Slates  we 
involved  in  deh>;  and  domestic  taxation  is  heavy 
now,  with  a  fhir  prospect  of  an  opprsKive,  iC  not 
rainous  increase.  Will,  then,  the  Federal  Govern- 
mant  be  in  haste  to  increase  her  taxaiion,  and 
tl^ereby  aggravate  the  present  unavoidable  peen^ 
niary  difficulties  of  ths  people  of  the  Si<\tes}. 
Shall  we,  when  no  necessity  i»  laid  upon  us,  be  in 
eager  haste  to  impose  additional  taxetil  U  it  not 
best  to  let  this  tariff  question  alone  till  we  can  pos- 
sibly ascertain  what  shall  be  the  salniary  effects  of 
the  reform  deatanded  by  the  people] 

In  a  Oovemmeat  embraciag  every  variety  of  in- 
terest, agricakural,  oommereial,  aiid  manafaciar^ 
ing,  like  oars,  inherent  difficatties  willalways  exist 
in  fixing  upon  a  proper,  and  equal  system  of  tasa- 
tion-  If  all  party  distinctions  could  now  be  wiped 
oatof  the  poblioonind  as  with  a  ^oi^e,  sosieiy 
would  agam  immediately  divide  into  tax-paying 
and  tax-consuming  parlies,  and  interest,  no  doabt, 
would  be  ihe  controlling  principle.  The  North 
and  the  South,  I  fear,  will  never  agree  in  their 
financial  policy.  I  bold  ifaat  the  following  ooasii- 
tutes  the  first  principle  of  a  soanil  politieal  econo- 
my, oa  which  all  just  aad  eqaal  legislation  is  bacetf: 

Tbat  it  is  ihe  duiy  of  Govtrnmeat  to  leave  ca- 
pital fice  to  seek  its  own  invealmenis;  giving  pro- 
tection and  seonrity  to  all — advaiiiaga  to  none. 
Thus  each  ciiiten  will  reap  the  reward  of  his  Own 
ddll  and  iadnstry,  and  envy  not  the  saoce as  and 
proipffitr  Of  hU  a«i|ikbor.   OapUat,  in  a  ft«a  do- 


vernment,  should  be  left  untrammelled,  unmolested, 
nndirecied,  by  legis'ative  enactment:  like  water,  it 
will  seek  its  own  level;  like  air,  it  will  always  nisfa 
it,  to  fill  a  vacaum. 

Wiih  us  in  the  South,. we  consider  it  a  settled 
maxim,  that  the  exports  of  the  eonntry  snffer  by 
the  duties  Vipon  import <.  And  those  who  grow  the 
exporting  staple,  had  just  as  well  pay  the  duties 
upon  die  articles  for  which  theirstaple  isexehanged 
in  going  from  home  as  in  letoming  into  onr  own 
ports.    I  will  endeavor  to  illosiraie. 

The  State  of  filississippi  produced,  in  the  year 
1839,  as  it  appears  by  the  late  census,  685,568 
bales  of  cotton;  which,  at  ten  cents  per  pound,  (and 
this  I  consider  less  than  an  average  price,)  is  worth 
near  twenty-seven  aad  a  half  millions  of  dollars. 
But  it  is  due  to  remark  here,  that  there  most  be 
some  mMake,  either  by  the  marshals  or  their  de- 
pniies,  in  making  out  diis  amount.  I  am  confi- 
dent that  Ibis  is  too  large  an  estimate;  bot,  sir,  I  will 
suppose  tbat  Mississippi  was  separated  from  the 
Union,  and  stood,  an  independent  Government.  I 
will  suppose,  for  convenience,  tbat  bet  exports  are 
worth  twenty  millions;  on  a  fair  circulation,  it  is 
right  to  suppose  that  she  will  import  twenty  mil- 
lions, which  IS  obtained  as  an  exchange  for  hpr  sta- 
ple, "ne  rate  of  duties  agreed  upon  in  the  c-  m- 
promise  act  is  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Sup- 
pose Mississippi  imposed  an  nndi!«rimioaiing  dnry 
of  twenty  per  cent  as  before  stated,  then  she  would 
receive,  as  a  Government  revenue,  one-finh  of  the 
whole  imports;  and  the  ciiizens  of  the  Stale  would 
receive  sixteen  millioas  for  their  twenty  mill'ons  of 
exports.  This  tax  the  people  of  Mississippi  could 
the  more  cheerfally  bear,  as  it  would  be  expended, 
for  the  moei  part,  in  improving  iheir  rivers,  in  coo- 
stmcting  their  public  roads,  and  in  edncating  their 
children.  With  a  r^vsnue  of  four  millions  per 
annum,  in  the  course  of  ten  year^,  with  a  prudent 
expenditure,  Mississippi  coald  not  fail  lo  bloom  as 
the  garden  of  the  world.  Bui,  sir,  she  is  a  member 
of  this  Oonfedtraey;  she  loves  its  insiitution";  and 
though  iis  burdens  fall  heavily  npon  her,  thns  far 
she  submits  quietly  lo  its  exactions.  If  there  be 
tmih  in  this  reasoning,  and  she  pays  eren  the  half 
of  what  she  appears  to  pay,  how  great  are  her  !>acri- 
floes  for  the  sake  of  iba  Union  !  Htr  representa- 
tion on  this  ffoor  iaeo  small  in  number  as  scarcely 
to  be  felt.  When  money  is  to  be  disbursed,  she 
scarcely  reeeives  a  cmmb  that  falls  from  your  table. 
It  is  true,  however;  that  many  years  ago,  out  of 
your  great  maniliornee,  you  erecied.'a  light-house  on 
the  bluff  at  Natchsx;  but,  sir,  of 'so  little  conse- 
quence and  ntility  is  that  favor,  that  it  is  seldom,  if 
ever,  .lighted  np  by  the  citizen*.  If  this  reaaoning 
be  true,  or  even  appfoachee  tmth,  how  aojntt,  and 
unequal,  and  iapoliiie,  to  take  the  money  which 
arises  friua  the  sale  of  public  lands,  which  eontes 
equally  from  all  the  people  of  the  Union,  divide  it 
among  the  l^tates,  add  supply  the  deficiency  ibas 
created  in  yOar  Treaxory,  by  this  unequal  and  bur« 
deosomc  system  of  mxation.  It  is  onr  inability  to 
trace,  to  ascertain,  lo  define  the  extent  of  these  ills, 
that  make«  .the  system  tolerable.  We  sabmii;  and 
it  would  be  bonoiable  lor  u»  to  submit,  only  on  the 
principle  that 

"H*  who  !•  lobM,  Ml  waaUiiC  what  i*  atolan, 
IrW  hiin  aot  know  It— he's  not  jroWxd  at  ill. 

Now,  Mr.  C{h9lirBiaB,.8aid  he,  a  great  'fifferenee 
of  opinio^  has  been  expresacd  by  those  who  have 
preceded  me  in  this  debate,  as  to  the  compromise 
act.  Such  were  the  peoaliar  and  striking  citcnm- 
sianccs  under  which  that  aot  became  a  law,  that 
I  hope  there  is  no  portion  of  ibis  body,  or  of 
this  coabtry,  who  would  disregard  the  prinei* 
pies  therein  contained.  But,  so  strange  and  so 
singnlar  have  been  ..the  eonstruotions  placed  opon 
that  act,  that  it  is  but  doe  to  m)  self  that  I  explain 
to  this  Hoose,  and  ibrongh  this  House  lo  my  eon- 
stitaents,  what  interpretation  is  to  be  placed  on  that 
act;  what  was  its  object,  and  how  we  ought  lo  meet 
this  great  qaestion,  which  will  soon  be  upon  us. 

Pievioas  to  the  passage  of  that  act,  the  Southern 
people  were  contending  and  pratesiiog  against  the 
principle  of  protection.  They  believe  the  lightest 
limits  for  the  people  would  be  Ibose  derived  from 
taxes  upon  luxuries.  On  the  other  hand,  the  la- 
liff  party  not  only  advocated  ptotsclion,  bot  aver- 
red mat  tte  radflca  ovtrthiew  of  ibt  qrttam  woald 
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destroy  expeeiatioas,  and  pfove  ruinous  10  capita- 
lilts  who  have  made  investments  in  manniacinr- 
iog  establishments.  Such  was  the  condition  of 
tiie  eountrj,  when,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
1833,  the  gallant  State  of  South  Carolina,  ap- 
pealing to  the  genias  of  our  free  institutions,  so- 
lemnly vowed  before  Heaven  that  she  faaJ  sub- 
mitted to  the  oppressive  burdens  of  that  accursed 
^stem  till  submission  ceased  to  be  a  virtue;  and 
that  a  passive  acquiescence  in  its  nnjast  eza«- 
tioiu  was  no  longer  to  be  expected.  This  indepen- 
dent avowal  presented  an  awful  issue  to  the  Con- 
gress and  people  of  the  United  States;  either  the 
protective  system  or  our  beloved  country  must 
fall.  Congres]  met  the  crisis,  and  the  compro- 
mise act  was  passed.  In  that  act,  the  South  ytildcd 
much.  They  conceded  to  the  coniinuanea  of  the 
protective  piineiple  till  the  mouth  of  Jntie,  1843; 
unwilling,  by  iis  sudden  overthrow,  to  afford  any 
ground  of  complaint  to  the  manufaetnrers.  They 
conceded  to  the  admission  of  sundry  articles  of 
lozory  into  our  ports  free  of  duty;  because  the 
revenue  arising  from  protected  articles  alone,  un- 
der their  first  arrancemeni,  was  considered  suffi- 
cient for  an  economical  administration  of  the  Oo- 
remmeot.  And  what  it  ere  they  to  gaini  1st. 
That,  after  1843,  no  duties  were  to  be  imposed,  but 
with  an  eye  single  lo  revenue;  and  that  "such 
revenue  as  may  be  necessary  to  an  eeon«mie«l  ad- 
ministration of  the  Qoverument."  3d.  No  duty 
on  any  article  shall  exceed  twenty  per  centum  ad 
valorem.  It  is  farther  provided  in  that  act,  that, 
in  case  of  excess  or  deficiency  of  revenue  before 
1843,  the  remedy  shall  be  to  lower  or  raise  the  du- 
ties on  articles  which  bear  a  \eaa  rate  than  twenty 
per  cent,  ad  valorem.  This  act  has  remained  un- 
disturbed by  any  movemcat  from  any  quarter,  till 
we  are  now  within  less  than  eighteen  mohths  of  its 
limit.  And  my  determination  now  is,  no  act  of 
mine  shall  be  such  as  to  be  toiturcd  into  a  plea  for 
the  tariff'  men  to  refuse  to  carry  out  the  principles 
of  the  compromise  act. 

Some  difference  of  opinion,  however,  exists 
among  honorable  members  as  to  the  necsssity  of  a 
revisal  of  our  revenue  laws  before  1843.  Sir,  said 
he,  I  contend  that  no  one  can  read  the  act  itself,  the 
speeches  which  were  delivered  on  the  occasion  by 
its  prominent  advocates,  or  understand  the  circum- 
stances of  its  passage,  and  not  freely  admit  that  the 
•ompromise  act  was  merely  prel^inary;  setting 
forth  principles,land  leaving  details  for  future  ad- 
justment. 

Section  third  of  that  act  begins  tbuss 


"^Aud  be  it  fwrtlur  tmaeled,  Thu,  until  tit*  30lh  da;  of 
JOM,  IMS^  llM  dallMiinpoMd  bj  awhg  lam,  aa  modUlad  by 
this  act,  iDallramatMandcantfmia  lo  be  ooUeettd.' 


The  residue  of  that  secuon  id  taken  up  in  set- 
ting forth  the  priikciples  of  all  future  acta  on  this 
anbjeet. 

"And  from  tod  altar  Uu  day  laat  afonaald,  alt  dntiaa  apoa 
imports  aliaU  be  eoUacudia  ratdy  money,  and  all  cradiia  now 
■llowad  by  law  in  tb«  paymBDia  of  duties  ahall  be,  and  hereby 
an,  abolwied;  and  aoch  duuea  aballbs  laid  Tor  an  pupaae  of 
laUng  auek  raTaoue  aa  may  tw  naceaaary  to  an  ecoobmical  ad. 
ministtaiioo  of  the  Oovamment;  and  from  and  after  tb*  day  laat 
aibnaaid,  tlM  duiiea  reqnired  to  bo  paid  by  law  an  gooda, 
wwaa,  and  marriiandian.  atiall  ba  aiiemd  upon  tbe  value 
tharaofatth*  port  where  the  aameeball  be  entered,  under  auch 
lagulationsaainaytMpreacribed  bylaw." 

A  lair  interpretation  of  this  section  inclines  me 
to  the  adoption  of  the  opinion  expressed  I^  my 
friend  firom  Sonth  Carolina,  [Mr.  Rbbtt,]  on  yes- 
ttrday,  that,  after  the  30ih  day  of  Jane,  1843,  noi 
a  dollar  could  be  collected  from  duties  on  imports, 
aniess  there  was  a  r^  enactment  of  the  present  ex- 
isting revenue  laws  or  some  other. 

But  to  retnm  to  the  act  itself.  The  fifth  seetioa, 
aAw  enameraiing  a  long  list  of  articles  which  shall 
be  admitted  to  entry  free  from  duty  afler  the  30th 
day  of  June,  1843,  thus  concludes: 

"And  all  impona  on  wliidi  liia  litit  sectioo  of  thia  act  may 
op*nle,and  ail  aniclea  now  admiuad  lo  entry  free  from  duty, 
or  paying  a  leaa  rale  of  duty  than  twenty  per  cent,  ad  Talorem, 
baiore  the  aaid  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  tbpiuand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fon^-two,  Item  and  after  tliat  day,  may  bt  odmitM 
to  entry,  aabjeci  to  ench  dgty,  not  ezceediofc  twenty  per  cant, 
ad  Talorem,  aeehaUbefmidtdfor  by  laa." 

And  again:  In  tbe  sixth  section,  power  is  reserved 
to  giurd  against  excess  or  deficiency  of  revenue 
till  the  30ih  of  June,  1843;  leaving  Congress  to  be 
|vided  afler  that  dale  by  the  principles  contained 
u  tbe  third  section. 

From  all  this,  the  inference  to  my  mind  is  inevi- 
laUf,  that  tbe  compromise  act  of  1833  was  consi- 


dered as  settling  principles  merely,  and  contem- 
plated other  legislation  to  fix  the  details. 

This  conclusion  is  sirengihened  greatly  by  the 
remarks  which  were  made  by  Bdi.  Ciut  and  Mr. 
CiiLHODH,  who  have  ever  been  considered  the  high 
contracting  parties  on  that  occasion.  A  short  ex- 
tract from  the  speeches  ot  each  will  be  sufficient 
to  settle  that  question. 

In  the  remarks  made  by  Mr.  Ciar,  when  he  in- 
troduced this  compromise  act,  we  find  the  foUow- 
in«: 

"Whatwu  the  principle  whichdad  alwan  lieeo  conianded 
for  In  thb  and  In  the  other  Rouaet   Thai,  alter  the  accumula- 


tion of  capital  and  altill,  the  maonraeturar*  woaldatand  alone, 
unaided  by  ttia  Govemmeot,  in  eompstitioa  with  ill*  imported 
articles  from  anjr  quarter.    Now,  giro  oa  time;  ceaaa  all  due. 


toatiaoa  and  agiiatloiui  for  nine  yeaia,  and  the  maaulacturan 
in  evaty  biaoch  will  aualain  ibemselyea  againat  foreign  compa- 
tition.  if  wacaaaeeour  way  clearly  for  nine  yean  to  coma, 
tie  can  aafaly  lean  lo  poatenty  to  provide  for  the  rut." 

Again:  Mr,  Calroon  en  the  same  question  re- 
marks: 

"There  may  Indeed,  at  tbe  termination  of  the  aeriea,  h«  a  quea- 
tion  raiaed  likely  to  produce  soma  acilement.  Be  meant  that 
ofthadiatributlon  or  thedutie*  under  Ui*  maiimum  rate  of 
duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  asflxad  by  tne  bill.  But  he  hitd  no  fear 
that  even  liien,  with  Uie  ligtuof  oar  preaeoi  experience,  any  will 
dare  attempt  lopiopoae  any  distribution  which  afaall  not  act 
with  •ubatanlial  jualioe  between  tb*  great  aectiooa  of  the  Onion 
and  the  conntiy." 

Now,  sir,  it  most  be  obvions  that  thisquestran  of 
tariff  most  soon  be  met  The  principles  of  the  com- 
promise I  trust  will  be  held  as  sacred  as  tbe  pnnci- 
plesoftheConstttntioa.  But  I  regret  to  see  this 
attempt  to  interfere  with  that  question  at  the  pre- 
sent session.  In  the  first  place,  there  is  no  necessi- 
ty for  it.  In  the  second,  we  have  not  sufficient 
time  to  discuss  and  settle  the  details  of  a  bill  which 
I  hope,  when  adopted,  will  prove  perpetual.  And, 
in  the  third  place,  tbe  Democratic  party,  which  is 
supposed  to  be  in  a  majority  in  this  House,  (but 
certain  indications  on  this  aubject,  which  I  have 
lately  observed,  have  led  me  to  doubt  that  fact,) 
being  in  a  minority  before  the  country,  ought  not 
to  undertake,  Irom  a  due  regard  to  the  popular 
will,  as  evinced  in  the  late  elections,  to  settle  this 
great  and  vexed  question.  And,  in  the  fourth 
place,  an  overflowing  Treasury  is  the  bane  of 
economy.  The  iacoming  administration  has  pro- 
mised rrfcrm,  and  a  straitened  revenue  will  be  the 
surest  guarantee  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
that  promise.  Before  we  adjust  this  tariff  ques- 
tion, it  is  but  right  and  proper  to  wait  till  we  ascer- 
tain bow  far  reform  and  a  "vigorous  reduction" 
Will  diminish  the  expenses  of  the  Government. 

But  if  we  must  go  into  this  question  now,  I  have 
insuperable  objections  lo  the  plan  proposed.  Tbe 
Opposition  raise  the  cry,  tax  articles  of  luxury; 
tM  poor  people  do  not  consume  silks  and  wines, 
and  therefore  they  will  not  feel  a  lax  upon  these 
articles.  Gentlemen  need  expect  to  get  no  ad- 
vantage of  me  on  this  subject.  Whenever  it  is  pro- 
per lo  loach  this  aubjec|,  I  will  go  as  far  as  he  who 
goes  farthest  in  taxing  luxuries.  That  has  ever 
been  the  favorite  policy  of  my  oonsiiracnts.  For 
every  cent  which  tney  will  agree  lo  take  off  of  an 
article  of  necessity,  I  will  give  them  two  en  an  ar- 
ticle of  luxury.  For  every  cent  taken  off  of  salt,  I 
will  give  ibem  two  on  silte;  so  that  ^e  bombug  of 
the  peer  ptofU  shall  not  redound  lo  the  advantage  of 
<me  side,  at  the  cost  of  the  other. 

But  of  all  the  articles  whid>  are  admitted  firee  Vt 
do^,  why  are  silks  selected?  Are  not  leas  as  much 
articles  of  luxury?  From  my  observation,  I  oon- 
sider  that  the  poor  people  consume  as  much  of  the 
one  as  the  other.  If  ten  per  cent,  on  silks  alone 
will  raise  sufficient  revenue  to  satisfy  the  wants  of 
gentlemen,  two  or  three  per  cent,  on  all  articles  of 
luxury  now  admitted  fi%e  of  duty  would  raise  the 
same  amount,  and  interfere  less  with  the  regular 
course  of  trade.  This,  it  seems,  is  to  be  a  shot 
aimed  at  Fiance  and  French  trade.  And  what  has 
France  done  to  justify  this  movement,  this  at- 
tempted punishmentl  What  was  the  reason  which 
led  to  tbe  present  admission  of  French  silks,  free  of 
duty,  into  our  ports?  Mr.  Clay,  la  his  speech  on 
this  very  compromise  act,  makes  known  the  real 
motive.    He  says: 

"Bt  lb*  bill  now  pnipoied,  ih*  doty  on  Franeh  atlka  waa  pro- 
IMiaed  to  bk  repaalad,  leaving  liie  others  untoncbed.  He  would 
frankly  state  why  he  made  this  distinction.  It  had  been  a  sub- 
ject of  anxious  deaire  with  liim  lo  see  enr  commerce  with 
Franc*  increassd.  France,  tlungh  not  so  large  a  customer  in 
tbe  great  staple  of  our  coonlry  as  Oreat  Britain,  wm  a  gnal 
growing  customer.  He  bad  been  much  struck  with  a  lact  going 
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to  provs  this,  which  accidsntally  came  lo  his  knowledge,  wUd 
was,*tlial  within  lbs  dMctpsxiod  of  liMrteen  yean,  die  aaiMat 
of  consamption  in  France  of  Ills  great  Souliianiauiila  of  coooB 
had  beao  tripled."  ^^ 

Upon  observing  this  remark,  I  waa  indoeed  to 
refer  to  the  stalislieal  ubies  to  ascertain  the  efleet 
of  that  law  which  went  to  Ihe  encouragement  of 
French  commerce  with  this  eoanhy;  and  I  wms 
traly  struck  with  the  result.  Tbe  following  table 
shows  the  qaantity  of  cotton  exported  to  Fraoee: 

Ponoda. 

For  the  year  ending  30tk  S^.  1833   .    77,467,807 
~  "  75.119,894 

78.080,047 

99,586,448 
100,155.743 

98,551,999 
119.S34.89a 

89,109,737 
This  table  clearly  shows  a  fulfilment  of  that  Se> 
nator's  wishes. '  It  shows,  that  as  we  have  ea- 
larged  cur  consumption  of  French  silks,  she  has 
enlarged  her  con«umptitn  of  our  cotton.  I  hare 
carefully  examined  these  ponderens  ubles  of  onr 
exports  to,  and  imports  from,  France,  and  Ihe 
results  are  most  favorable  to  the  priaciplea  til 
"Ctte  trade."  All  commerce  is  but  an  exdmaga 
of  the  prodnctions  of  one  connt^  for  those  of 
another,  and  unless  we  take  Frendi  silks  and 
French  wines,  she  cannot  and  (he  will  not  take 
oar  cotton.  The  tendency  of  this  measure  win 
be,  as  I  believe,  to  dimiDish  the  demand  Cor 
cotton;  (for  it  must  J>e  remembered,  that 
fifteen  sixteenths*  of  our  whole  exports  to  Fraaee 
consists  of  raw  cotton;)  to  depress  and  injure  its 
sale;  and  consequently,  to  affect  seriously  the  in- 
terests of  my  constituents.  Therefore  I  deprecate 
the  passage  of  this  proposed  tariff  on  silks  at  this 
time.  It  aims  a  blow,  without  adequate  necessity, 
at  a  good  and  profitable  market  for  our  uaples. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  BamiitaoJ 
johis  issue  with  the  President  in  a  remark  he  nukee 
at  the  opening  of  this  session,  that,  daring  his 
administration,  "the  great  purposes,  for  the  attain- 
ment of  which  the  Federal  Government  was  insti- 
tuted, have  not  been  lost  sight  of."  And,  after 
enumerating  a  long  list  of  objects  which  involve 
heavy  expenditures  of  money,  which  have  beea 
withheld  during  this  Administration,  in  all  of  whielt 
we  differ.  Me  ealo,  he  concludes,  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  Giovernmtnt  to  r^ulate  the  Stale  ^^nkn. 
and  furnish  to  the  people  a  sound  uniform  cor- 
tency  in  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank, 
whieh  has  been  neglected.  On  Ibis  subject  htstoty 
will  do  justice  to  this  Adtninistraiion.  Inamomaiu 
of  great  pecuniary  pressnre  and  didicnlty,  vhea 
ruin  and  bankruptcy  stared  us  m  the  faoe  on  every 
side,  when  tbe  stoutest  heart  began  to  quail,  and 
tbe  firmest  nerve  lo  tremble,  it  met  the  cri^  and 
restored  the  Coastilntion.  It  woold  be  a  repcoaek 
to  the  wisdom  of  onr  aneettors  to  snppooe,  that  ia 
the  formation  of  our  Constitution,  ibey  had  been 
silent  on  the  subject  of  the  circulation  of  this  Oo- 
vemment,  which  i«  tbe  life-blood  and  soul  of  ereiy 
society.  They  have  not  beensOent  They  saj, 
"Congress  shall  have  power  to  coin  money,  r^a- 
late  the  valne  thereof,  and  ef  foreign  coin;**  and, 
also,  '*no  Stale  «hall  eoln  money,  or  m^  any 
thing  but  goM  and  silver  eohi  a  tender  in  paynteat 
of  debts."  This  is  the  som  and  substaaee  «f  «ll 
the  power  they  deemed  it  safe  to  enirnst  into  the 
hands  of  Congress  over  this  delicate  subjcet  They 
repudiated  a  National  Bank  when  asked  for  in  the 
convention,  "as  incompatible  with  the  lights  of  the 
Stales  and  the  libertiee  of  the  people,"  They  de- 
clare that  aU  power  not  conferred  by  the  CoMtha. 
tioa  on  tbe  General  Government,  is  reserved  M>  the 
Siaiesandto  thepeqtte.  This,  iben, is  the  whole 
range  of  the  authority  entmsied  to  tm  to  fnmiab  te 
people  a  soond  and  uniform  cnrreaey;  Hw  line 
of  duty  is  plain. .  Let  us  but  walk  in  the  path  pre- 
scribed by  Ihe  fonnders  of  onr  inatitntions,  and 
happiness,  prosperity,  and  liberty,  will  be  onr  re- 
wards. Depart  irom  ii,  and  we  enlw  a  dangeroaa 
sea,  wiihoat  bounds  or  shores.-  Congress  tau  ae 
power  to  bank,  directly  or  indirectly.  We  an 
bound  to  fix  a  standard  of  valoet'to  CDin  money, 
and  regulate  the  value  thereof.  Having  dona 
this,  we  have  reaehed  the  ttrmiaiM  beyead 
which  we  date  not  go   wiibotu  nsu^inc  power 
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fmm  the  Stales  and  tbe  people.  We  k»ve 
tveiity.bix  sovereignties.  Tbe<«  can  make  banks 
at  will,  and  unmake  them  when  they  fail  to  efiec. 
tuaie  the  Objects  of  ibeir  creation.  Bat  they 
CM  never  make  ibeir  paper,  money,  or  receivable 
as  money,  but  with  ibe  contieat  of  the  ellizaa. 
Thus,  by  discha'giog  onr  daiy,  and  no  more  than 
our  duty,  tbe  people  will  be  inda.:ed  to  repudiate 
all  paper  promises  which  are  not  coBTertible  into 
specie^  Andvthus  ihe  framera  uf  the  Cousiitution 
intended  Congress  to  aid  in  securing  to  our  people 
a  sound,  uniform,  and  stable  currency.  Thus 
we  will  leave  to  all  the  S(aies  the  fall  possession 
SAd  eajoymem  of  all  their  reserved  rights.  But 
create  yoar  National  Bank  to  regulate  your  State 
banks,  and  fumi«b  a  paper  currency,  (it  may,  and 
perhaps  will,  do  it,  if  yt>u  will  confer  upon  it 
plenary  powers;}  but,  in  so  doing  your  tiench  upon 
Siaie  sovereignty,  in  ccealing  an  engine  whose  ob- 
ject is  to  control  and  govcra  the  instiiutioDs  of  the 
Stales.  You  imply  that  the  States,  who  have  tbe 
power  to  create  bankm;  corporations,  are  aaable 
to  rale  and  manage  the  workwaaship  of  their  own 
bands;  to  lesirain  and  keep  within  metes  and 
boands  their  own  offspiiug.  You  create  a  master 
to  regulate  with  strioes,  with  the  infliction  of  con- 
dign pnni'.hment,  the  freaks  and  caprices  of  these 
disorderly  and  unmanageable  children  of  the 
Stales.  Well,  sir,  snppoje  I  admit  the  Sia'e 
Legislatures  cannot  reguiate  the  Slate  banks,  in 
wlueh  1  fear  there  is  some  truth,  does  not  ihe 
question  jecur,  '  Who  will  regulate  a  National 
Bankt  Let  every  citizen  in  this  wide  spread  SLt- 
pnblic  ask  himself,  what  authority  can  or  will  re. 
gulate  a  National  Bai<k7  Can  you  depend  upon 
this  House]  I  intend  no  red  ction  upon  this  body; 
but  create  this  mighty  giant,  whose  strength,  and 
power,  and  influeaee  can,  almost  in  a  day,  reach 
and  pervade  the  remotest  corner  of  this  vast  con- 
tinent, and,  instead  of  being  regulated  by  Congrtss, 
it  will  regulate  Congress. 

Bat  suppose  you  create  a  bank  with  the  capital 
Mtd  power  coateoiplated;  (and  to  make  it  eflUuent 
yoa  most  clothe  it  with  these  powers,)  you  put  into 
its  keeping  the  money  of  the  people,  and  thereby 
yoa  confer  upon  it  the  whole  credit  of  this  Go- 
vernment. Its  notes  will  be  received  as  specie; 
perhaps  will  be  preferred.  These  notes  will  find 
their  way  into  Ibe  vaults  of  all  tbe  Slate  banks,  and 
become  the  basis  of  their  issues.  Instead  of  spe- 
cie, the  local  banks  will  redeem  their  circulation  in 
United  Stales  paper.  Gold  and  silver  will  not  be 
wanted,  and  will  be  coosidertd  an  inconvenience 
»ad  an  incumbrance;  and,  obeying  the  necessary 
laws  of  trade,  will  disappear  from  our  coiiutiy, 
aad  find  their  way  to  that  nation  where  tbey  are  in 
demand.  When  the  sympaibeiic  chord  is  once  ac- 
ranged— aad,  to  reach  that  point,  most  afflicting 
will  be  the  pecuniary  distres>es  of  the  country^ 
when  the  Ndtional  Bank  expands,  the  State  b  inks 
will  expand;  and  when  tbe  National  Bank  contracts, 
the  State  banks  will  be  forced  to  contract  aho.  Thus, 
in  practiee.in  po<ot  of  fact,  the  notes  of  the  Nation- 
al Bank  will  become  the  standard  of  value.  What 
principle  will  guide  tbe  movements  of  that  bank) 
▲varice — the  soal,  if  it  has  a  soul:  the  ruling 
principle  of  every  b^tnking  corporation  is  avarice. 
Thus,  as  it  may  suit  the  interest,  Ibe  views,  or  the 
policy  of  the  majority  of  the  stockholders,  money 
in  this  country  will  I e  plentiful  or  scarce.  The 
standard  of  value  is  to  be  changed  at  the  will  of 
selfish  speculators  and  stockjobbers.  Is  this  yonr 
stable,  uniform  currency,  wtiich  t>day  standi  at 
fifty  millions,  tomorrow  at  seventy,  and  next  day 
at  one  hundred  millions,  and  on  the  fourth  day  re- 
tsras  to  dfiy  millions?  Would  that  be  considered 
a  stable,  uniform  measure,  which  to-day  measured 
tbree  feet,  to  -morrow  fix  feet,  and  on  the  third, 
measured  only  two  feet]  From  such  a  currency. 
When  the  makers  of  it  will  feel  interested  in  its  v«- 
riablene.<s,  may  Providence  sare  my  country.  It 
'WtU  be  as  changeable  as  the  wind;  as  fickle  hs  the 
"shade  of  the  aspen  leaf." 

On  this  subject  the  gentleman  is  surely  mistaken. 
Tbis  Administration  ins  done  its  duty,  and  de- 
serves tbe  thanks  of  Ihe  people;  and  I  doubt  not 
will  receive  them,  for  adhering,  in  the  most  trying 
emergencie!!,  "fo  the  sacred  obligations  of  law;"  in 
executing  all  Government  contracts  "according  to 


the  requirements  of  the  Constitution;"  and  thus,  in 
presenting,  "when  most  needed,  a  rallying  point  by. 
which  the  business  of  the  whole  country  has  been 
brought  back  to  a  safe  and  unvarying  standard." 

Tbe  great  purposes  for  which  thi^  Government 
was  created,  are  few  and  simple.  To  conduct  our 
intercourjie  with  loreign  nutions,  to  provide  and 
maintain  a  navy  for  ibe  protection  of  our  commerce 
with  tbe  world,  to  raise  and  support  an  arm>  to 
guard  our  defeucelew  frontier  from,  the  incursions 
of  the  ruthless  savage,  to  coin  money  and  fix  Ibe 
standard  of  weights  and  measures,  constitute  the 
ma<n  objects  designed  by  oar  Revolutionary  ances- 
tors in  the  formation  of  tbis  confederacy.  Where 
is  the  just  ground  of  complaint  under  these  heads? 
'Export*  to  JPranct. 
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13323,142 
81(1,093 
.320,911 


The  wi.dom,  "firmnet.^  and  forbearance,  which 
have  cbaracierized  our  foreign  interconise,  have 
challengrd  and  received  the  appiobation  of  all  par- 
ties Our  navy  has  enlarged  and  strengibened; 
and  though  our  commerce  has  increased,  and  tbe 
canvass  of  our  trading  vessels  whiten  every  rea 
under  the  canopy  of  Heaven,  yet  our  flig  is  honor- 
ed, and  our  name  .respected  every  where.  Our 
army  has  proved  sufficient  for  the  defence  of  tbe 
country;  and  the  consiitutiinal  s:andard  of  value 
mainiaiued  under  ihe  most  trying  circnmstaaccs 

My  ideas  of  government  evidi-ntiy  differ  widely 
from  tbofe  of  the  honorable  gentleman.  They  are 
drawn  from  the  writings  and  sayings  of  the  great 
Republicans  who  have  gone  before  me,  "A  splen- 
did Government,  and  an  impoverished  people,"such 
as  we  find  in  Great  Britain,  1  abominate.  In 
my  estimation,  the  following  constitute  the  outlines 
of  a  perfect  Government,  and  consequenily  light 
taxation;  and  a  pure  and  speedy  administration  of 
justice. 

Though  I  have  detained  the  committee  longer 
than  I  intended,  ii  would  be  considered  unpar- 
donable in  me  to  conclude  ihe.>e  remarks  with- 
ont  noticing  the  reference  of  tbe  gentleman  frcm 
Maine  [Mr.  Bvaas]  to  the  present  embarrarsmeot 
of  the  .State  of  Missis-ippi.  In  spetking  of  the 
present  condition  of  tbe  country,  he  ;.>ks,  C4n  Mis- 
sissippi be  in  a  state  of  prosperity  when,  but  a  year 
or  two  since,  the  United  States  marshal  received 
$87,000  for  feea?  I  take  it  for  granted  that  this  re- 
ference was  made  in  no  spirit  of  unkindntss  to 
that  people.  Every  representative,  I  presume, 
feels  proud  of  bis  consiituents;  hut  no  member  on 
this  floor  has  stronger  reasons  to  entertain  that  sen- 
timent with  heartfelt  sincerity  man  the  bumble  in- 
dividual who  now  addresses  you.  For  intelligence, 
energy  of  character,  enterprise,  noble  bearing,  a 
lofty  sense  of  henor,  and  a  generous  con6dei:ce  in 
public  agents,  my  constituents  stand  second  to  no 
people  on  earth.  And  I  will  seise  this  occasion  to 
explain  their  ptesent  condition  and  fnturo  prospects. 

I  begin  with  tbe  odiou<  tariff  of  1833,  as  the 
frnitful  source  of  all  tbe  ravages  which  have  swept 
like  a  tornado  over  this  fair  country,  leaving  the 
most  palpable  and  striking  marks  of  their  severity 
with  the  people  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 
Tbe  immediate  consequences  of  that  act  were  felt 
in  the  diminished  demand  for  exports.  Our  cot- 
ton was  carried  abroad,  and  instead  of  being  ex- 
changed for  tbe  productions  of  other  countries,  it  wa» 
sold  for  American  funds  which  were  brought  into 
this  country  and  invested  for  the  most  part  in  Amcr 
rican  manafaciures.  This  enabled  our  banks  to 
enlarge  their  i.<sue.«,  our  circulation  became  en- 
larged, the  cost  of  prodnclng  domestic  articleo  en- 
hanced, till,  at  last,  our'  merchants  were  able  to 
pay  the  price  of  foreign  articles,  impoti  them  into 
this  country,  add  on  Ihe  heavy  duties,  and  then 
snccessfolly  compete  Ibe  market  with  doaieslic  ma- 
nufacturers- Tbis  state  of  itiings  began  about  the 
year  1332,  four  years  aAer  the  pift.sage  of  ibal 
larifl'law  which  cooaiitules  an  era  m  the  history  of 
this  Government.  Simulianeons  with  which,  Wi» 
the  enactment  of  tbe  tariff  law  of  1833,  which  was 


modified  by  the  compromise  act  of  1833,  which 
caused  a  progressive  redaction  of  duties  on  foreign 
articles.  This  was  followed  by  an  increased  de- 
mand  for  Ibe  prodncts  of  this  eoantry  for  exporta- 
tion. The  importation  from  foreign  countries  in- 
creased pari  poitM.  Cotton  being  the  chief  article 
of  export,  invited  capitalists  from  every  quarter. 
Mi-sissippi  lands  were  in  high  demand,  and  tbe 
production  of  that  article  increased  with  a  rapidity 
unparalleled  in  tbe  growth  of  this  country.  To 
prove  this,  it  is  but  necessary  to  cast  our  eye  over 
tbe  following  table: 

The  exports  of  cotton  in  1839  were  -  |36  575,311 
"  in  1830  -    39:674,883 

"  in  1831  -    35  389,493 

"  in  1832  -    31,724,682 

It  Is  yet  in  the  memory  of  all  those  who  were 
engaged  in  the  growth  of  that  article,  that  daring 
these  four  ytars,  their  crops  yielded  thrm  a  lesa 
amuunt  than  ai.any  period  of  four  years,  since  c.tion 
has  been  an  aitide  of  any  .consequence,  previous 
to  or  snbsequeut  to  that  lime.  Bulb  land  and  ne- 
groes were  at  a  remarkably  low  price,  and  all  busi- 
ness in  the  Southern  States  pined  and  dwindled. 
Bat  take  another  period  of  four  yean. 
Exparti  (ff  cotton, 
1833        -  -  -      136,191,105 

le-34        -  -  -        49  448,402 

1835  -  -  -        64  961,302 

1836  -  -  -  71,284,925 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  in  four  years,  the  pro- 
duction of  cotton  was  more  than  doubled.  It  wi  1 
be  recollected,  however,  that  tb'^  demand  was  in- 
creased, and  the  prices  greatly  enhanced.  Missis- 
sippi now  became  the  centre  of  all  moneyed  opera- 
tion:; it  wa<i  viewed  as  tbe  El  Dorado  of  the  South. 
Your  Soolhern  and  Western  highways  were 
thronged  with  emigrants  to  ibat  fair  land.  Men 
congratulated  themselves  when  they  were  able  to 
place  their  foot  upon  Mis.<<issippi  soil.  Fortune 
was  thought  to  be  there,  freely  dispensing  her  fa- 
vors to  all  her  votaries;  and  the  ardent  fancy  taw 
boundless  wealth  blooming  in  her  cotton  fields. 

But,  sir,  it  is  necessary  to  notice  in  tbis  cotmec- 
tion  two  other  events  which  have  had  a  maieri^l 
bearing  apon  the  Slate  of  Mississippi.  In  1830, 
tbe  Government  ot  tbe  United  States  made  a  treaty 
with  the  Choctaw  Indians,  by  which  it  acquired 
7,796,000  acres  of  cotton  lands.  In  1834,  a  treaty 
was  conolnded  with  the  Chickasaw  Indians,  and 
mote  than  6,000,000  acres  of  land  were  brought  in- 
to market;  all  in  the  Slate  of  Mississippi.  These 
I  inds  opened  a  wide  field  for  speculation,  and  had  a 
direct  influence  upon  Ibe  legislation  of  tho  State. 
Capitalists,  as  it  was  before  stated,  gathered  in 
from  every  quarter  in  flocks  and  swarms,  to  pur- 
chase fresh  cotton  lands.  At  home,  tbe  want  of 
money  was  felt  by  our  citizens,  to  compete  with  ei- 
uzens  from  other  Swies  in  tbe  purchase  <'f  these 
rich  and  fertile  lands.  Tbe  reasoning  on  the  part 
of  onr  Legi.-lature,  nndtr  tbe  principles  which  then 
obtained,  was  most  natural  to  induce  them  to  create 
capital  for  the  use  of  their  own  people.  They 
made  banks  to  make  money  to  buy  lands,  and  thus 
enrich  their  constituents;  for  it  most  be  remembered 
Ibat,  in  those  days,  it  was  the  received  opinion  of 
many,  however  ri4iealoa8  ihat  opinien  may  now 
appear,  that  the  creation  of  a  bank  was  bringing 
into  existence  of  so  mach  additional  capital.  In 
hot  haste  bank  charters  were  obtained;  in  hot  haste 
these  banks  were  put  into  operation;  in  hot  baste 
the  money  was  loaned  out  to  adventurers.  The 
loss  of  an  boar  was  considered  well  nigh  tbe  loss  of 
a  fortune.  Tbe  discounts  were  had,  wild  lands  were 
bought,  farms  were  opened,  negroes  and  stock  were 
purchased  and  placed  upon  them,  and  all  went  on 
most  prosperously.  Cotton  alone  was  produced, 
however,  and  every  ihin;  else  was  obtained  from 
abroad.  But,  as  long  as  the  banks  could  expand 
Ibeir  issues,  all  was  well;  all  was  life  and  anima- 
tion, and  prosperity  and  happiness.  Rumor  was 
ever  busy  in  pointing  to  some  lacky  wight  who  bad 
grown  rich  by  a  fortunate  turn  of  speculation. 
This  led  on  hundreds  in  eager  pursuit.  It  is  trne, 
morality  suffered.  Mechanics,  ihuugb  they  i«. 
ceived  the  most  ample  reward  for  their  labors,  de- 
serte,!  their  trades;  the  various  professions  neglected 
their  pursuits.  The  toil  and  pains-takmg  which 
distinguished  our  fro|al  ancestors  wtj$  snbjects  <)( 
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ridieale.  A  nearer  road  had  been  fonnd,  b^  bank 
makers,  to  the  aitainmrnt  of  the  great  desiderainm 
6t  oar  people:  the  philoe»pher*ii  stone  had  been 
dfaeovoed.    Speealation  was  the  secret. 

Bat,  in  the  spring  of  1837,  the  cord  was  snapped, 
•ad  reality  burst  upon  us.  The  delosion  which 
had  enwrapt  oor  senses,  saddenly  rani&hed.  The 
banks  had  strained  their  credit  till  pablic  coofidence 
was  destroyed.  CJonsternation  was  seen  in  ererv 
eonnienaner.  The  hope  which  bnoyed  np  the  heart 
ttf  the  parent,  and  the  bright  prospects  which  de- 
lighted the  fancy  of  families,  in  a  hioment  were 
swept  away.  The  cap  which  had  been  all  sweei- 
IMSS  and  exhilaration  was  now  dashed  with  gall  and 
wormwood.  And  then  it  was  that  the  fees  of  oor 
Bar(ha)  readied  the  enormoas  sum  of  |87,000. 

Bttt,  sir,  I  verily  believe  the  crisis  is  passed. 
We  hare  cowed  to  the  wind,  we  have  reaped  the 
whirlwind.  We  have  experienced  the  bitter  fraits 
of  oor  own  misdoing.  And,  in  many  instances, 
oar  legislation  has  been  anwise,  without  qaesiion. 
By  sa<m  a  reverse,  any  othrr  people  woald  have 
been  ibtowtt  back  for  years  in  thtir  onward  march. 
We  have  tried,  to  the  nttermoit,  legislative  relief 
and  bank  relief,  bat  all  in  vaio.  Eaergy,  industry, 
enterprise,  and  honor,  yet  remain;  dear-booght  «x- 
perienoe  has  langht  us  salutary  lessons  of  economy 
and  firngality.  Our  genial  climate,  oar  fertile  soil, 
•ndonr  rich  staple,  are  all  oar  owo.  On  these  we 
base  oar  hopes.  On  these  and  a  kind  protecting 
Providence  we  rely.  Nor  will  oar  reliance  be  in 
vaia.  It  mast  be  evident  to  all,  that  with  an  an- 
aaal  prodaetion  of  a  surplus  staple  worth  twenty 
miilioas  in  specie,  without  unjust  and  prejudicial 
legislation  on  the  pan  of  the  Oeneral  GeverDment, 
Mississippi  mast  ere  long  become  the  fairest  dangh- 
ter  of  the  South. 


BANKS  OP  THE  DISTRICT  OF  .COLUMBIA. 

IN  SENATE, 
TossDAT,  February  33, 1841. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  m  existence  the 
charters  of  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Colooibia 
^iag  taken  no, 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  rose  to  propose  an 
amendment.  He  moved  first  to  strike  out  ibe 
fignrc  two  in  the  9th  line  of  section  and  to  snb- 
sutate  three,  thereby  extending  the  exisiroee  of  the 
efaariers  to  the  fonrth  day  of  Mareh,  1S43,  instead 
of  the  same  day  of  1849.  He  next  proposed  lo 
strike  oat  all  after  the  section  and  insert  as 
follow: 

PrtiM  TIm  addlMuiki  riialt  each  for  tl«eir  redMm  all  in 
toueaodqMcitllaMlltiMioipecle  when  demanded  from  and 
•lurtlMpunnof  ihiaaet,wul  ttirougbont  tlie  wtiole  period 
Mr  which  the  aaid  aereial  chaiien  an  hereby  extended.  And 
utbe  erem  that  any  one  or  more  of  aaidbanka  ahall  decline  lo 
■eet  ha  HaUIUea  In  epecie  aa  aforeaaid,  or  baTlog  commenced 
M  peroieae,  aball,  hereaAer,  during  the  peilodefonaalrl  ceaee 
or  fall  10  do  K>,  anjr  lieak  ao  daclhiini,  ceaaing,  or  feilinc  (o 
pay  ioapeeie, ahall,  {ptofaeto,  forfeit  iia  charter,  ai«laball  pro. 
Mad  10  wind  up  lu  concema  under  the  proriaiona  of  the  law 
paaaad  on  the  3d  of  Jaly,  l840,eotilWI  "An  act  lo  eoniinue  the 
eocporateezlaience  of  certain  benka  in  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia 
te  certain  pnrpoeea,"  which  aaid  act  ia  herebr  made  applica- 
ble hi  aU  lie  pioTtaiaaa  to  every  of  aaid  benkabiling  aa  afore- 
aaid, far  the  period  oC  two  yeara  from  the  daleof  anyaoeh 
failara  or  neglect  to  pay  m  apede.  And  any  attempt  by  the 
•flkera  of  any  uf  aaldbankaso  aa  abore  said  forfeitiog  iia  char- 
ter, afta  any  each  forfeiture,  to axerelaaany  of  the  baokinf  prl- 
vUapa  eoolerred  i^  ihb  act,  ahall  aobjactaaehonoara  to  all  the 
peoalliaa  of  Ule|al  banking. 

The  object  be  bad  in  view  woald  be  apparent 
OB  reading  the  amendmeoi;  it  tras  to  comiene  the 
oorporaie  existence  of  the  banks  for  two  years  from 
the  fiianh  of  March,  but  it  was  on  consideration 
that  thejrpay  specie  on  demand  for  their  notes 
voder  the  penalty  of  a  forfeiture  of  tlieir  charters.| 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  that  circumstances  con- 
aeeled  wiih  this  subject  had  recently  occurred, 
which  were  very  different  from  what  they  were 
when  this  bill  was  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia — many  important  changes 
bad  taken  place  in  the  banks  and  the  carrency,  since 
that  time,  of  so  important  a  character  that  he  was 
BOW  inddeed  to  think  that  the  amendment  was  bet- 
ter than  the  original  bill;  and  he  had  risen  to  say 
that  he  should  offer  no  opposition  to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  made  alew  observaUons,  which 
were  not  disiinotly  beard. 

Mr.  MERRICK  was  understood  to  reply  that 
*•  biH  of  last  searion  wonid  aUIl  be  appUcable, 
•MoMspel  tkem  to  wind  up  dwir  affairs. 


The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WUiaHTdasired  to  make  a  further  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  to  prohibit  the  banks  diseonniing 
and  paying  out  notes  not  their  own — of  banks  that 
were  not  paying  specie,  and  of  railroad  companies, 
that  were  not  redeemable  in  specie. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  would  agree  that  the 
banks  should  not  pay  out,  bat  he  objected  to  a  pro- 
vision that  wonM  prevent  their  receiving  sach 
notes.  

Mr.  WRIGHT  sabmiitedhis  amendment  in  the 
following  icrmsi 

fsa  3.  A»idi€UfuTthT»naeUd,  That  neither  of  the  aatd 
iMnkaeball,  by  Tirtue  ofaayihingioihlaaci  contained,  l>e  uuho- 
riied  to  iasue  or  pay  out  any  note,  bill,  check,  or  draft  ol  any 
bank  company,  incorporation,  aaaociaiion,  or  indlridual,  which 
aaid  note,  bill,  check,  or  draft,  ahall  not  be  payable  and  paid  on 
demand  in  apacie  at  the  place  where  it  la  made  payable;  and 
any  riolation  of  thia  reMriclion  ahall  be,  {pnfiuta,  a  Ibrfel- 
ture  of  all  ttie  righis,  power^  and  prlrllagaa  conferred  by  thia 
act  in  the  manner  apacifled  In  thefliat  eeciion  thereof  aa  toa 
failure  of  apede  p»meata. 

Mr.  MliRRiCK  was  sori7  this  amendment  had 
been  offered.  He  desired  to  restore  the  banks  tq 
the  condition  of  those  in  the  sniroondiog  districts,' 
but  their  business  was  limited,  and  be  did  not  wish 
to  place  them  in  a  different  condition  than  those  in 
the  adjacent  conntry  of  Virginia  and  Maryland. 
He  wished  ibem  to  be  specie  paying  banks,  but  be 
did  not  wish  ihetn  to  be  restricted  from  the  use  of 
paper,  which  was  commonly  received  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District.  He  was  sorry  that  any  gen- 
tleman should  be  disposed  to  make  a  distinction 
in  the  mode  of  doing  business  between  these  and 
surroonding  banks. 

Mr.  WRIGIHT  did  not  desire  now,  at  this  late 
stage  of  the  session,  to  occupy  much  time  on  the 
subject  of  these  bank  charters.  He  had  very 
srttled  views  in  reference  to  proper  charters 
for  banking  institutions,  but  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  present  them  here.  Toe  proposition  before 
the  Senate  as  now  amended  by  the  hoaorable  Sena- 
tor from  Alabama  [Mr.  Clat]  was  simply  to  re- 
new, or  rather  revue  the  charters  of  these  instita- 
ttoos,  and  extend  them  a  sufficient  time  to  enable  a 
new  Congress  to  act  permanently  upon  the  sabj(>ct 
of  bands  for  the  District.  He  did  not,  in  refer- 
ence to  legislation  so  temporary,  wish  to  discuss 
the  general  subject  of  bankiiig  sni  bank  charters. 
If  he  could  tee  simple  provision.s  adopted  which 
would  make  the  institutions  safe,  and  their  cnr- 
redcy  sound  for  this  short  period,  he  should  be 
content.  Snch  was  the  provision  and  the  object 
of  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  Senator  which 
had  been  adopted,  and  such  was  his.  object  iu 
offering  the  amendment  now  under  consideration, 
10  prohibit  these  banks  from  pas  lag  out  irredeema- 
ble paper.  Toe  amendment  of  the  Senator  was 
go.  d  as  far  as  it  went,  and  made  the  banks  specie 
paying  banks  in  terms,  but  it  didnot  go  farenoagh. 
If,  while  compell<^d  to  redeem  their  own  notes  in 
>p;cie  on  demand,  these  institutions  were  permitted 
to  issue  an^l  pay  out  at  pleasure  the  notes  of  other 
bank*,  of  railroad  companies,  and  the  like,  which 
were  nut  redeemable,  and  not  redeemed  in  specie, 
the  specie  paying  provisions  of  the  honorable  Se- 
nator would  be  useless  in  fact,  and  in  practice, 
though  sound  in  principle,  and  anexceptionable  ia 
form. 

Look  at  the  baoks  of  Maryland.  He  did  not 
know  that  any  of  them  were  specie  paying  banks 
now,  even  in  form,  but  be  had  seen  that,  by  a  re- 
cent law  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  they  were 
all  aaihorized  to  pay  out  the  notes  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad  Company;  a  company  which 
has  no  other  power  to  issue  notes  to  eircalata  as 
money,  than  a  blind  and  doubtful  implication  from 
the  provisions  of  a  charter,  intended  simply  to 
confer  the  power  to  constrnist  a  railroad;  and  which, 
assuming  banking  powers  tipon  such  a  basis,  he 
believed  did  not  make  lis  notes,  even  in  form,  paya- 
ble on  demand  in  specie,  and  certainly  did  not 
either  so  redeem  them  in  fact,  or  even  make  the 
pretence  of  doing  so.  With  snch  notes  for  ibe 
carrency  of  ihe  banks  of  Maryland,  of  what  use 
were  specie  paying  pievi^iions  in  their  charterbt 
To  the  public,  for  whose  benefit  the  banking  powers 
were  coofeiied,  or  should  have  been  cosieired, 
none  whatever. 

In  reference  to  these  District  banks  the  Senate  was 
not  without  abandant  experienoa.  These  charters 
had  ba«B  saveral  timas  tziandsd  sines  h«  had  bean 


a  member  of  the  body,  and  what  sort  of  a  euneuef 
had  they  commonly  paid  onit  The  note*  of  Ik^ 
v«ry  Railroad  Company,  the  notes  of  the  aorporaw 
cMes  of  the  District  and  various  other  desoriptiaas 
of  irredsomable  pa^er.  Indeed,  much  of  the  caP' 
reney  wbidi  had  been  heretofore  eireulated  by  iImm 
banks  was  not  in  fact  redeemed  any  where,  aad 
could  not  be  eoUected  by  law  any  where.  It  mam 
the  paper  of  incorporations  deelaredly  insoltrent, 
and  as  unable,  as  apparently  unwilling,  to  pay. 

Wen  they  theaeonstitBting  specie  paying  baaku, 
wiih  the  right  to  issue  antL  pay  oat  such  papciV 
With  the  right  to  fnraiah  to  the  oommunity  soeh  a 
curtenof  t  Would  the  Senate  delude  iiasU  by  aa 
preposterous  a  snpposiiioDi  But  geaHcaieo  wgal 
that  the  banks  ought  to  be  permitted  lo  lakaaaeBr* 
rent  ard  irredeemable  paper  upon  deposiM,  aad  ao 
receiving  it,  to  pay  it  oat  upon  the  checks  of  depo> 
sitors.  What  broader  power  than  Aiu  did  the 
banks  want,  or  could  they  wish,  to  enable  them  10 
transact  all  iheir  business  in  irredeenMMe  pmr 
not  their  own?  Certainly  none.  The  mooaeat  uria 
authority  was  given,  nothing  was  to  be  doae  hat 
to  make  their  arrangement  with  the  Railroad  Ooua- 
peny,  or  any  other  corporation  or  intlivtdaal,  for 
the  use  of  a  suiHeient  quantity  of  irredeemabia 
notes,  ptaee  them  in  deposite  in  the  bank  to  dm 
credit  of  its  officers  or  cleiks,  and  pay  them  o«t  at 
pleasure  apon  their  diecks.  Thus  the  banks  woali 
be  in  fact,  what  thriSenate  does  not  intend  to  make 
them,  irredeeming  banks  of  (he  worst  eharadaiw. 
banks  of  issue  of  an  irredeemable  paper  whiah 
they  do  not  even  promise  to  pay,  nor  niake  them- 
selvea  legally  liable  to  pay  at  any  time,  or  in  any 
manner.  Inaivad  of  issuing  their  own  Botes,  which 
they  are  bound  by  the  bUI  to  pay  i»  demand,  and 
ia  gold  and  silver,  they  will  merely  issue  papor 
which  is  not  nmply  irredeemable,  but  abaidately 
nncollectable. 

What  was  the  honest  and  practical  baakiag  role 
upon  this  subject  every  where?  That  a  bank  re- 
fuses to  receive  all  paper  which  is  oaeurreai,  or 
not  equal  to  its  otm,  whether  offered  in  pevmeat, 
or  for  deposite,  or  receives  it  at  pari  Surely  not. 
It  receives  sueb  paper  at  its  value  and  gives  credit 
for  that  value,  not  for  the  Bouunal  amount  It  ia 
not  the  custom  of  solvent  banks  to  receive  aaeaF. 
rent  paper  as  par  andjiay  it  out  agaioai  par.  The 
value  of  the  paper  is  fixed  before  it  ia  received, 
and  the  depositor  has  a  credit  for  that  value  as  for 
a  deposite  o<  cairent  paper  or  specie.  His  own 
experience  had  been  extensive  upon  this  point. 
His  residence  was  upon  the  frontier,  where  the  pa> 
per  of  the  Canada  banks  had  always  had  an  exten- 
sive circulation,  frequently  as  great  as  that  of  Aa 
baoks  of  the  State*,  and  yet  it  never  waa  eairent. 
All  the  banks  upon  the  frontiers  take  that  paper  at 
its  market  value,  either  in  payoMnt,  or  for  dope* 
site,  the  value  being  agreed  upon  when  Ike  paparis 
received,  and  none  of  them  have  ever  thought,  ner 
have  the  citizens,  of  going  to  the  Legislaiares  of 
their  States  for  authority  to  pay  out  diia  nacaireat 
foreign  paper.  The  dtiaens  would  itot 
such  a  law,  because  it  would  retain  the 
anil  depreciated  paper  among  them  and  make  it 
their  exclusive  currency.  The  sound  rale  laksi  it 
nrom  ihem.  It  centres  in  the  banks  and  is  a«tt 
home  for  redemption. 

Is  the  practice  under  this  sound  rale  injuriou  to 
thejust  interests  of  any  of  Ihe  paniest  It  seemed 
tohunnot.  Tbe  depoaiior  loses  nothing,  b«eaa«a 
be  receives  the  mlu*  of  his  uneurreat  paper.  If  ha 
sustains  loss  at  all,  it  was  sustained  when  he  look 
the  paper  for  more  than  it  was  worth,  or  because  it 
has  depreciated  in  his  hands,  not  becaate  he  sella 
it  for  mmay  and  for  what  tl  is  worth.  The  bask 
loses  nothing,  because  it  merely  pays  the  present 
value  for  depreciated  paper.  So  far,  therefore,  the 
transaction  is  equal  and  jost.  How  then  is  the 
great  interest  affected?  The  communityt  Most 
bcaefically.  The  uneorrent  paper  is  taken  frosa 
etrenlation,  and  its  raiue,  in  gold  and  silver,  or  ia 
paper  which  is  convertible  into  gold  and  ailver,  ia 
subciituted  in  its  place,  as  a  part  of  the  carrency. 
The  sound  rule,  iben,  tasafe  to  all  parties  aad  es- 
sentially beneficial  to  the  whole  public.  The  mis- 
chlevons  operation  of  the  opposite  one,  that  of  per- 
mitting banks  to  reoeive  uneorrent  paper  upon  de- 
paaita  aadafaU  pay  it  out  upon  ehcvb,  boa  boaa 
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gUnced  at)  and  the  experitnoe  of  the  test  tew 
jtean,  sod  the  condition  of  the  banks  •{  Ibe  eowi- 
try  at  Ibis  moment,  sapenede  the  neeessiiy  of  far- 
ther rwnarks  npon  it. 

In  bni  one  way  oonld  this  view  of  the  case  be 
obworad.  Il  might  be  nid,  if  the  depositor  wrre 
permitted  to  depoaite  his  uDearreat  paper  as  at  par, 
and  check  npon  the  bank  for  it,  he  would  sostain 
ao  Ion.  Thi«  mii;ht  be  true  in  fact  and  in  practice, 
bilt'it  coald  only  be  so  because  the  depositor  would, 
by  this  legerdemain  of  legulatioo,  be  able  to  throw 
off  his  loM  npon  his  creditors;  and  in  that  case, 
opeii  what  class  of  his  creditors  would  the  loss  be 
likely  to  falll  Not  upon  the  wealthy,  for  they 
woflkt  not  receive  bis  cheek  payable  ai  the  bank  in 
■nennent  funds  io  payment  of  ibeir  debts.  They 
could  command  dollar  for  dollar  and  wonld  have 
it.  Upon  what  class  ibenl  The  laboien.  They 
must  have  their  pay  to  obtain  bread,  and  the  qncs- 
tion  of  time  with  them  was  more  material  than  that 
«f  less  upon  depreciated  paper.  They  mw(  lake 
the  cheeks,  because  they  mast  eat. 

It  was  this  Tf  ry  consequence  which  he  wished  to 
armd,  and  he  could,  not  tolerate  the  idea  that  the 
wealthy  were  to  hare  a  deposiie  of  spurious  ftonds 
im  tbs  basks,  out  of  which  they  were  to  be  per- 
mitted, by  the  espies*  terms  of  out  laws,  to  com- 
peaaai*  the  p«or  for  their  sweat  and  labor. 

▲  deaireibr  s^Miai  dtpoeites  of  this  character 
seeoMd  lo  eiist  Permit  them  to  any  extent.  As  he 
nadeniood  special  depesitrs,  they  may  be  made  of 
aoy  thing;  of  plate,  of  valuable  papers,  of  picmres, 
as  well  as  of  that  which  is  called  money,  and  in 
anyshape  are  only  to  be  returned  to  the  depor itor. 
In  that  shape  let  ancnrrent  and  itredeemib.'e  paper 
be  deposited,  and  he  would  not  objeet  to  it.  If  there 
were  those  who  wished  to  preeerre  sneh  paper,  he, 
was  not  one  of  them,  aer  was  be  an  enemy  to  them. 
If  the  vaults  of  a  bank  were  requisite  for  the  pre- 
servatioBy  while  he  could  jiot  doubt  the  powerfof 
any  baak  in  th»  world  to  receive  such  a  ipttial  de- 
posits and  rrtum  it,  he  would  be  the  la»t  man  to 
lefase  the  right,  in  jifgislating  upon  the  subjeci;  bot 
to  ektck  op"0  ipssid  depositee  was,  to  bij  mind,  like 
a  proposiiiim  to  citeck  upon  ibe  tiile  deeds  of  an  es- 
tate, upon  family  picinre.-i.ornpoo  aey  other  pro|i«r- 
ly  of  the  hae  character.  And  ihe  authority  to  check 
■pon.  aacnrrent  money,  as  such,  in  depusiie  in  a 
bank,  was  merely  to  ask  general  authoniy  lor  the 
bank  toissae  oneurreBt  notes  as  a  carrency. 

Sis  ameodmeBt  did  net  mterfere  with  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  banks.  He  would  not,  if  he  could, 
prohibit  them  from  receiving,  upon  theirowo  lerms, 
a»y  cireulaiing  paper,  however  anciurent;  but  be 
WMld  not,  by  his  vote,  permit  them  to  pay  oat  any 
ather  llun  a  currency  of  gold  and  silver,  or  a  oar- 
t*o«{y  of  paper  convertible  into  those  metals  at  the 
pisasare  of  the  holder.  This  was  the  mbudaat- 
nocy  he  was  prepared  to  favor,  and  no  oiher,  and 
this  w«sa  limitation  of  banking  powers  which  he 
could  not  forego,  for  any  time,  or  upon  any  con- 
Mdaratioa. 

If  a  different  course  could  foster  the  true  interests 
of  the  people  of  this  Distiiet,  about  {whose  helpless 
condition  they  wereaccustomed  to  bear  so  mach,and 
ao  eloquently  delivered,  from  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  the  District,  he  was  un- 
able to  see  the  legiklatioa  in  tfaat  light,  and,  there- 
fore, eould-oot  be  a  parly  to  it.  His  impression 
had  been,  that,  if  )he.-e  institutions  were  to  benefit 
the  people  in  their  carrency,  their  most  oseful  agen- 
cy was  to  consist  in  the  fact  thjtany  thing  whch 
passed  into  them,  in  the  shape  of  currency  of  an 
noenrreat  characier,  was  never  to  pass  out  from 
them  in  the  same  character.  In  this  sense  the  utili- 
ty of  banks  was  to  him  appareni;  but  if  ibey  were 
to  be  mere  institutions  for  the  issue  and  circula- 
tion o(  uncurrent  and  irredepmable  paper,  to  cir- 
culate as  a  carrency,  he  should  be  ready  to  deny 
their  ntility,  and  to  consent  to  their  perfect  termi- 
nation at  the  carlisst  possible  period.  If  banks 
were  to  be  revived  for  this  declaredly  poor  District, 
which  should  be  authorized  by  onr  law  to  flood  the 
maikeisof  the  District  with  a  paper,  called  money, 
which  murtal  man  cannot  collect  any  where,  and 
any  how,  he  must  be  pardoned  for  refusing  his 
assent  to  their  existence  tor  an  boor,  much  less  for  ' 
months  or  years. 

His  impressions  had  sver  bsen,  Ihat  one  of  the 


most  useful  offices  of  sound  banks  was  to  take  the 
unourrent  paper  of  the  bad  ones,  and  of  the  other 
irredeemable  inewporaiioiu  and  asscciations,  as 
well  as  individuals,  trom  circulation,  and  to  subbii- 
tote  a  currency  of  m{im  ia  its  place.  If  this  was 
not  to  be  so  in  future,  be  should  be  compelled  to 
call  upon  the  friends  of  banks  fcr  some  further 
gronnds  for  their  utility  before  he  could  favor 
them. 

His  earnest .  object  was  to  give  these  banks  life 
for  the  shortest  period,  which  wonld  fairly  enable 
the  new  Congress  to  act  permanently  upon  the 
whole  subject,  and  to  have  that  brief  life  given 
upon  principles  which  coald  be  sustained  in  the 
permanent  action,  and  which,  in  Any  event,  wonld 
not  oompromit  his  settled  views  npon  the  gre>t 
qnestion  invoiv«d. 

Mi.  MBRRICK  said  it  would  be  observed  that 
«nder  the  bill  as  amended  by  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama, (Mr.  Clit,]  the  banks  could  sot  pay  out 
any  thiiig  but  i-pecie,  unless  by  content  of  ihe  per- 
son receiving  ii:  they  would  be  compelled  to  pay 
on  demand  all  iheir  liabilities  in  specie.  But  the 
amendment  goes  furiher,  and  denies  ihem  ihe  riieht 
to  pay  what  the  citizens  were  willing  to  ret^ive  as 
a  currency.  He  had  been  told  that  the  paper  of 
specie  paying  banks  of  the  District,  as  compared 
with  notes  of  non-specie  paying  banks  of  Baliti- 
more,  was  at  one  per  cent,  discount;  and  there  were 
maiiy  ca^es  in  which  the  notes  of  other  banks 
would  be  much  more  valuable  to  persons  having  a 
debt  to  pay  in  Baltimore.  He  thought  they  had 
given  the  citizen  all  he  could  require  when  they 
gave  him  specie  on  demand  for  the  issues  of  the 
banlis. 

Mf.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  the  proposed 
amendment  of  the  Senator  fiom  New  York  would 
act  as  an  inhibition  of  Ihe  banks  receiving  the 
notes  of  non-specie  paying  banks  at  all;  for  if  he 
were  to  bring  notes  of  non-spceie  paying  banki  of 
Alabama — and  oofortunaiely  there  were  sach  banks 
in  Alabama — and  wished  to  deposiie  them  with  the 
banks  here,  he  could  not  do  so  under  >bis  proposed 
atnenduieot,  as  it  would  prevent  him  from  drswioK 
them  out  axain.  He  therefore  propoKd  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  the  sddi'iuo  of  ihia  piovisr: 

Providtd,  Thai  nothing  contained  in  thixtsciioa  aball  pro. 
bibileiiheror  mdbaiilniroin  rcCi-tvincih*  paprr  ufany  non- 
«p«ci«  pairing  bank  oi  nMcial  depoalie,  and  reuirnlng  tha  ame 
to  il>e  depMitor  on  lUi  ciMck. 

Tre  honorable  tjenaioi's  amendment  dittioctly 
prohibited  the  paying  out  of  non-«p«cie  paying 
hank  notes,  no  matter  how  the  banks  became  pos- 
sessed uf  ihem.  He  (Mr.  Ci.av)  might  depo^ite 
With  ihem  notes  of  non-specie  payiug  banks  in 
Alabama,  and  this  amendment  wosid  deprive  them 
of  the  right  lo  pay  him  back  bis  own  money,  as 
the  banks  would  be  prohibited  from  ptyini:  out  the 
money  of  an  individual  which  was  not  of  the  de- 
scription contemplated.  Now,  to  some  persons  it 
would  seem,  from  what  he  had  understood  some 
days  ago,  that  the  paper  of  ihe  non-specie  paying 
banks  of  Baltimore  would  be  bctttr  than  the  paper 
of  Virginia  now  paying  specie;  and,  therefore,  as 
well  as  (or  the  reasons  be  had  before  given,  he 
hoped  his  amendment  would  be  adopted, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said,  if  ihe  words  "on  the  pay- 
meat  of  his  check"  were  stricken  out,  he  did 
not  think  the  amendment  would  amount  to 
any  thing,  and,  thererore,  he  should  not  oppose  it. 
He  was  as  willing  that  tiie  banks  sbimid  take  irre- 
deemable paper  on  special  deposiie  as  the  honora- 
ble Seoator  could  be,  but  be  did  not  wish  40  see  it 
paid  out  again.  Now  just  see  the  effect  of  the  ho- 
norable Senator's  amendment — and  he  would  detain 
the  Senate  but  for  a  moment.  Suppose  that  he,  as 
a  business  man,  deposited  ten  thou<and  dollars  of 
irredeemable  paper  with  these  banks,  and  he  then 
gave  his  check  to  a  friend  for  five  thousand  dollars, 
and  another  check  to  his  honorable  friend  for  the 
residue  of  the  ten  theusand  dollars,  was  not  this  a 
distribution  of  ihat  irredeemable  paper  amongst 
the  community,  as  much  as  if  it  were  paid  oat  t>y 
the  bankbl  Bat  what  did  the  honorable  Senator 
tell  them}  Why  in  effect  that  the  charters  w-ire 
good  for  nothing  withoot  the  privilege.  But  would 
tiiey  rail  it  a  special  deposite,  and  yet  direct  that  it 
should  be  paid  out  on  his  check?  Why  it  would 
thus  become  as  general  a  deposite  as  <»n  be  made 
in  a  bank.    If  it  were  made  as  a  special  deposiie, 
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it  must  be  retumc  i  identically  to  the  depotitor;  bnt 
the  moment  ihey  authorized  it  to  be  checked  npon, 
ther  authorised  it  to  become  the  .earreney  of  iIm 
country. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  explained  that  the  usaal 
practice  was  to  pay  oat  even  special  depositee  on 
the  check  of  the  depositor,  ami  he  hoped  the  motion 
•f  the  Senator  from  New  York  {tit.  WUWT] 
would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  SKVIBR  desired  to  ask  his  friend  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Wmobt]  a  Mugle  question,  to  which  ha 
hoped  the  honorable  Senator  would,  in  candor,  say 
yes  or  no.  Would  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  York 'rote  for  tha  bill,  if  his  amendment  ware 
adopiedl 

Mr.  WRiaHT.    Yes. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  That  was  better  than  hs  had  ex- 
pec<ed;  and  he  thoull  therefore  make  no  speech. 

After  a  few  words  of  explanation  between  Mr. 
MERRICK,  Mr.  BEI7T0N,  Mr.  WRIGHT,  and 
Mr.  CLAY,  ibe  words  objected  lo  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York  were  withdrawn;  and  in  that  shape 
the  proviso  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama  was- 
adopted  without  a  division. 

The  question  then  came  tip  on  Ac  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  TiPi>Aif  to  stiike  out  all  after 
Ihe  enacting  clause,  and  insert  as  an  amendnwnt  a 
bill  embrscint;  the  fellowipg  feainrci: 

BTary  atoekholder  shall  record  hie  atoek  In  tha  dark**  eOt^, 
thaachadole  nfthe  aame  to  be  pubHalMd  every  three  moeihs  to 
the  nearspapara  of  the  Diatrict;  every  lale  and  tiaoaftr  i«  b* 
placad  on  record,  and  publiahed  within  (en  daya. 

To  iaeue  no  noiea  of  leaa  than  t!D,  under  a  penalty  offi  ve  hon- 
dred  ollarc 

Iran 
with  a . 

>Jakin  ...  .       . 

than  asXT,  liable  to  a  forrelture  of  daobt*  tha  amoant  of  tb* 
note. 

That  ir  any  parson  shall  establish  a  bank  and  Issue  note*  a* 
money,  without  means  of  redeeming  the  aama  In  currant  coin, 
heshsJI  badeamad  fuilty  of  a  inMeoMinor,  and  on  convieUao 
shall  be  imprisoned  not  lea*  than  thiaa  nor  mora  than  taa 
years. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  hoped  the  Senator  firom 
Ohio  would  now  consent  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  rose,  and  spoke  In  support  of  his 
amendment  at  length,  ultimaiely  giving  way  for  a 
motion  to  adjourn. 

REMARKS  OP  MR.  CARR, 

OP  INDIANA. 

in  tht  B»vM  of  tUprtuntt^vii,  MarA  3. 1841 — ^Tha 

Hou-e  being  in  Coixminee  of  the  Whole  on  ttac 

bill  "making  appropriation   for  siuveys  and 

o'her  purpose- ," 

Mr.  CARR  said  he  was  desiroos  of  affering  an 
arldiiional  section  to  the  bill  as  an  amendment,  if  it 
wore  in  order  so  to' do;  and  in  ordci'  that  the  Cium 
might  judge  whether  ih"  nm^ndment  he  desired  to 
offer  would  be  in  order,  b$  would  send  it  to  the 
Cleik's  table  to  be  read,  and  it  was  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

•And  it  U  fltrthtr  maeltd,  That  Ih*  turn  of  Hva  tbeussnd 
dnilan  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  aurvay 
a.id  exainlastion  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  a*  to  ii« 
capaciiy  to  do  the  busineaa  required^  and  also  us  to  llM  proprla- 
ty  or  impropriety  of  expending  money  lo  Improve  thasama, 
with  a  view  to  suit  the  Mate  of  trade  aiid  commarcaof  the  oooa. 
try,  and  the  coat  thaiaof. 

Alsn,  asurvsy  and  examination  of  tlM  Indhin  cnnta  iMoagh 
the  falls  of  the  Ohio  river,  with  a  view  of  Judsing  of  tha  pio- 
prletr  or  impropriety  of  improving  the  navigation  thnnch  iha 
falls.  And  also  a  survey  and  examinatinn,  wKh  a  view  ofjndg- 
Ing  of  the  propriety  or  Impropiely  of  constmcttng  a  caiuil 
roond  the  fails  of  the  Ohio  river  on  the  Indiana  shore  and  tha 
probable  coat  thereof;  suited  to  the  aiate  of  the  tiada  and  Com- 
merce^of  the  country  aaid  surveys  and  axamloatiooa  to  Im  mad* 
nndarthe  directionof  the  Secreury  of  war;" 
which  amendment  wss  decided  by  the  chairman 
[Mr.  WrsB]  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  C  went  on  to  itate  that  he  had  been  in- 
duced to  offer  this  amendment  upon  an  estimate 
made  by  the  chief  of  the  Topographical  Bureau,  and 
the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  War,'8aot 
t<t  Ibe  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  in  favor  of  such  appropriation,  for  the  par- 
pos's  designated  in  hi«  amendment,  which  eMimate 
and  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  War  were 
made  in  parsuarce  of  a  letter  which  he  bad  tha 
honor  to  address  to  the  Secretary  of  War;  which 
letter  and  answer  were  read  as  follows! 

WaihuTOTOH,  June  4,  IS40. 
Snt:  I  be;  leave  to  present  to  you  the  amended  bill,  as  reponed 
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U  further  prnvldasfor  an  examinadnn,  tuvrey^  tnd  report,  b'H     ^ 
thai  noflxpenditure  for  improviog  the  navigauon,  at  the  point   || 
mentioned,  shall  be  incurred  until  an  examination,  survey,  and 
report  thereof  b  ■  nude. 

I  alia  encloae  to  you  the  letter  and  answer  of  Mr.  Andenon  of 
Kentucky  to  twelve  queations  propounded  to  him,  relating  to  the 
alMve  mentioned  eulnect  Tiiere  are, many  other  statements 
mad*  by  genllamen  of  bi|h  standing,  retaiinf  to  the  same  sub- 
ject, whicli  have  bean  prcMOtad  to  Congreaa,  and  leferrad  to 
tiM  committee  in  the  Senate  having  charge  of  the  siibjeci,  with 
Ilia  reading  of  whicli  1  do  not  desire  to  trouble  you,  all  exprees- 
iag  a  desire  that  aometliing  may  be  done  tp  relieve  the  com- 
merce from  the  bonSena  now  Impoaed  upon  it,  by  improving 
the  navigation  ai  Ibat  point  in  soma  way.  either  t^  improving 
the  vnmnt  canal,  or  tiia  navigation  through  the  falls  of  the 
river,oriaimpfOV«boita,orMcanauuctacanalon  the  Indiana, 
abore. 

This  la  a  subject  of  vast  importance,  in  wliich  a  large  portion 
of  the  people  of  the  United  Stales  la  deeply  interested;  near  one 
half  ofthu  whole  number  of  the  liiaiea  of  tbe  Union  are  diiecUy 
interested  in  it. 

From  the  advanced  period  of  the  preaent  session  of  Congress, 
it  la  feared  by  many  who  feel  a  lively  interest  in  this  matter, 
and  who  deaira  tbiu  som&thin;  may  be  speedily  done,  that 
Congiea  will  not  find  time  to  act  upon  the  before  mentioned 
bill  during  the  present  session;  I  therefore  most  reepactfully  in- 
quire, in  tbe  absence  of  lbs  paasage  of  said  bill.  If  the  Secretary 
at  Wat  would  hare  the  power  to  cause  auch  survey  and  ex- 
atTiination  to  tie  maile  during  the  present  season;  and  if  not,  I 
beg  leave  to  suggest,  11^  In  the  judgment  of  the  Secretary  ii  he 
deemed  pn>per,  to  furnish  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meatui 
with  an  estimate,  with  a  view  to  an  appropriation  for  the  mak- 
ing said  survey,  examination,  and  report,  to  wit:  as  to  the  ca- 
pacities of  the  preaeot  canalto  dothebunneas  required^  also  as 
to  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  expending  money  to  improve 
the  same,  with  a  view  to  equal  the  state  of  the  trade  and  com- 
merce on  that  river,  and  the  coet  thereof;  also,  aa  to  the  propii- 
ety  or  impropriety  of  improving  the  navigation  Uirough  the 
falla,  and  the  probable  coat  thereof;  and  also  aa  to  the  propriety 
or  impropriety  of  conatiucting  a  canal  on  the  Indiana  shore, 
snitedtothastateof  commerce  of  the  river,  with  the  cost  of 
constructing  it;  which  appropriation  might  lie  engrafM  to 
some  of  ttie  appr^priatioi:  bills  yet  to  be  acted  upon,  and  passed 
during  lbs  presem  session;  then  the  survey  and  examination 
might  be  made,  and  a  report  made  the  next  session  of  the  pre- 
sent Congress,  when  tlie  mambera  could  act  underatanjingly 
upon  tbe  aubj..;. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac 

JOUN  CARR. 
noa.  J.  S.  PomasTT, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Btmaxs  or  Tokxhuvhical  ENOiinaaa, 
Waahlngton,  June  11th,  IMO. 

Sir:  In  reference  to  the  letter  of  the  4tn  instant  from  the  Hon. 
J.  Carr,  I  have  the  honor  to  report: 

The  letter  deeiree  information  if,  'in  the  absence  of  the  pas- 
sage of  said  bill,  <a  bill  to  authorize  the  nurchase  Of  stock  for 
the  United  Stales  in  the  Louiaville  and  Portland  Canal  Com- 
pany,) the  Secretary  of  War  would  have  the  power  to  cause 
suchsurvey  and  examination  to  be  made  during  the  present  sea- 
son; and if^ not,  I  beg  leave  to  sugges'.  If  In  the  judnment  of  the 
Secretary  it  be  deemed  proper,  to  furnish  the  Oommiiiee  of 
Ways  and  Means  with  an  eatimale,  with  a  view  to  an  appro- 
priation for  the  making  said  survey,  exaininaiion,  and  ruport, 
vis:  aa  to  the  capacity  of  the  present  canal  to  do  the  business 
required;  also,  aa  to  the  propriet^y  or  impropriety  of  expending 
money  to  improve  the  same,  with  a  view  to  the  stale  of  trade 
and  commerce  on  that  river,  and  the  cost  thereof;  also,  aa  to  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  improving  the  navigation  througli 
tlie  falla,  and  the  probable  cost  thereof;  and  also  aa  to  the  pro- 
priety 01  Impropriety  of  conatruciing  a  canal  .m  the  Indiana 
ahore." 

The  foregoing  axlnr4  viatea  so  fully  the  object  of  the  survey 
that  further  remark  in  reierence  to  the  saoie  is  unnecessary. 
The  power  of  the  Department  to  order  it  is  embarrassed  only 
by  the  want  of  funds,  of  which  there  is  at  present  none  at  its 
diapoaal  admissible  of  such  an  application.  The  cost  of  surh 
a  survey  ha%  in  my  judgment,  been  estimated  judiciously  In 
thebillbaforereferredto,  at  •6,000:  which  amoutit  I  respect, 
fully  recommend  to  your  coneideratlonaa  necessary  to  make  the 
aurvey  indicated,  and  aa  requisite  to  be  appropriated  beivre  the 
•utvay  can  be  made. 

Vary  reapecUuUy,  etc. 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Topographical  Engineers. 

Hon:  J.  R.  Poinsitt,  Secretary  of  War. 

War  DsPAaTKBNT,  June  12, 1840; 
SiK  In  aniwair  to  your  letter  of  (he  4th  instant,  asking  if.  In 
the  absence  of  the  painge  of  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate,  to 
-authorize  tbe  purchase  of  stock  for  the  United  States  in  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  Company,  the  Secreury  of  War 
would  have  the  powei  to  cause  a  survey  and  exatninaticn  to  be 
made,  having  for  ila  object  the  improvement  of  the  channel  ol 
tbe  Ohio  river  at  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  and  offering  ceriain  suf. 
cestions,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  power  of  the 
Department  to  order  it  b  embarrassed  only  by  the  want  of 
funds,  of  which  there  is  at  present  none  at  iu  disposal  arimiasi. 
ble  ol  auch  an  application.  Th(  coet  of  such  a  survey  has.  In 
my  judgment,  been  estimated  judiciously  In  the  bill  at  five 
thousand  dollars,  which  amount  is  thought  to  he  necessary  to 
make  the  survey  indicated,  and  requisite  to  be  appropriated  be- 
fore the  survey  can  be  made,  llie  matter  will^  however,  be 
brought  before  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means  for  iia  con- 
■identioa  and  action. 

Very  raspaetfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  PO.NSETT. 
Bon.  Joint  Caoi, 

Houn  of  ReprsMnlativea. 

War  Bspartmbnt,  June  I?,  194". 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  lo  tranamit  you  a  report  of  the  Colonel 
of  Topographical  Encineera,  prepared  In  answer  to  a  lauer  of 
the  Rnn.  J.  Carr,  of  the  Uouae  of  Repreannutlves,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  an  appropriation,  to  he  expended  In  causing  an  examina- 
tion and  survey  to  tw  made  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  tiie  im- 
provement  of  the  channel  of  the  Ohio  river  at  the  falls. 

In  transmitting  this  report,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  sub- 
)aa  la  daamed  of  anncisnt  importaoak  to  justify  the  Depart- 


ment in  aakiniran  appropriation  lor  it  to  the  amount  inontionml 
in  the  report,  (ii&,000,)  anil  I  therefore  respectfully  ask,  through 
you,  the  consideraiien  of  the  Committee  ul  Waysand  Means  m 
bringing  the  matter  tiefore  the  House. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc. 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
Hon  J.  W,  Jones, 
Chairman  Com.  Ways  and  Means,  House  of  Reps. 
Mr.  Cark  went  on  to  show  that  the  agricultoral, 
•nJ,  in  fact,  all  inMiesls  of  ihe  (»>aiitry,  ve/e 
beaviljT  burdened  in  tbe  war  of  tolis  levied  and 
collected  for  the  passage  of  boats  and  tonnage 
tbroDgb  tbe  can<l;  that  it  was  imiiortanl  that  $ome- 
tbing  sboald  be  dune  to  relieve  the  commDnity 
fiom  tbe  harden.-  now  imposed.  He  said  be  be- 
lieved it  was  aHmitted  that  the  present  canal  wa^ 
not  capacitated  to  suit  tbe  slate  of  tbe  trade  and 
commerce  of  tbe  conutry;  and  inasmuch  as  there 
was  great  diversity  of  opinion  a«  lo  tbe  best  and 
proper  mode  to  improve  tb<  navigation  at  that 
point,  and  to  redu<:e  the  hardens  now  imposed,  he 
bad  been  iadnced,  by  tbe  petition  and  solicitation 
of  very  many  persons  interested,  to  lake  the  course 
he  had  taken  in  ibis  important  matter,  and  to  ask 
for  an  appropriation  for  the  purposes  designated  in 
bis  amendment.  When  this  was  done,  and  a  re- 
port made,  Congress  could  act  nnderstandingly  on 
the  subject.  Mr.  C.  tinzied,  in-ismucii  as  ibis  was 
a  matter  of  much  moment,  tbe  approprialioa 
being  small,  and  having  been  recommended  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  as  being  proper,  thai  no  objec- 
tion would  be  made  lo  ii. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  STEENROD, 

OF  VIROINU. 
In  (kt  llouttqf  SqrresenlaHvtt,  February  18,  1841— 

On  the  bill  making  appiopriaiioas  for  tbe  civil 

and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for 

tbe  year  1841. 

Mr  STEENROD  rose  and  said  : 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  bad  hoped  that,  after  the  Pre- 
sidential eleciion  was  over,  ibe  partisan  warfare 
would,  at  lea.^t  for  a  lime,  be  suspended;  that  tfa<; 
public  mind  would  be  satiated  with  the  past,  and 
return  to  its  aocustomed  pursuits  and  engagemento; 
and  tbiit  we  wonid  reassemble  here,  at  thi.<i  session 
of  C  'Dgress,  to  sre  carried  oat  the  se  principles  of 
reform  and  economy,  for  which  certain  gentlemen 
professed  so  much  regard.  I  do  not  believe,  sir, 
the  profe.t.rioni  of  gentlemen  hare,  in  favor  nf  eco- 
nomy and  reform,  are  supported  by  the  principles 
which  tbeyadrocatc  and  sustain.  I  have  htard 
advocated  on  this  flooi,  the  proposition  f»r  an  ex- 
Ira  fe-'sion  of  Congress:  that  may  require  State 
Legislatures  to  be  convened,  to  order  special  elec- 
tions; that  will  Call  the  people  from  the  fields  and 
workshops  at  an  unusual  time;  and  will  reqnire 
tbe  members  of  Congress  to  meet  bere  in  the  dog- 
day?,  (as  remarked  ly  my  colleague,  Mr.  Wise,) 
at  an  fxiraordinary  public  exf  ense.  I  bear  advo- 
cated the  preposition  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  publie  lands  among  the  Stale!'; 
wh«n  we  are  told  by  the  came  gentlemen,  that  Ihe 
Treasury  is  bankrupt.  I  bear  advocated  the  rais- 
ing of  the  revenue  of  the  Government,  and  in- 
creasing the  (xpenditares  for  tbe  public  service. 
Each  and  all  of  which  propositions,  I  deem  alike 
opposed  to  economy,  and  tbe  genius  of  our  institu- 
tions. Now,  the  economy  with  which  the  people 
of  this  country  expect  this  Government  to  be  ad- 
ministered, is  of  nn  vague  and  unceriaiu  cha- 
racter. It  stands  defined  on  the  statute-book;  it 
has  passed  the  ordeal  of  the  people's  .scrutiny, 
and  becomp,  by  public  approval,  interwoven  with 
tbe  past  policy  of  the  Guvernmeoi.  It  is.  to  col- 
lect no  more  revenue — to  impo.<e  r,o  more  taxes  on 
the  people — than  are  net^.t-sary  fur  an  et^nomical 
adminibiration  of  ihe  Qovernmeni,  and  lo  limit  the 
exp°nditare$  for  its  acknowl'dged  constitutional 
purposes,  to  the  smallest  porsible  amount  con^is^ent 
with  the  public  interen.  Th^s  is  the  policy  esta- 
blished by  the  preceding  and  the  p-e:ent  Atlminis- 
trations. 

In  1839,  when  the  Republican  party  «ere  re- 
stored to  power  and  place,  they  found  Ihe  country 
in  debt,  and  taxed  to  tbe  high-  st  point  oF  endu- 
rance, ft  rporjioses  unwarranted  by  the  Cdustilu- 
lion,  and  unknown  lo  its  Revolntionary  framers. 
The  then  President's  aim  was  to  restore  the  Cor.- 
stiiation,  and  to  pnt  tbe  Government  again  on  i)s 


Republican  track  and  devtination,  to  ronfine  it  to 
tbe  few  and  simple  purposes  for   wbich  it  bad 
been  instiluied,  and  lo  leave  the  State  maibortiiec 
free  and  untrammelled,  to  guard  the  tighls  and  tlw 
mnnicipal  interests  nf  tbe  citizen.     Tbe  coarae 
then  recommended  to  effect  Ibis  policy,  wa*  to  re- 
duce tbe  revenue  of  the  Government  to  tbe  wants 
of  an  ecpDomical  Administration;   and  this  po- 
licy was  adopted  by  tbe  act  commonly  known  at 
the  compromise  act.    I  do  not  now  mean  lo  refer 
tu  that  act  as  reconciling  the  great  and  opgvaiBg 
interests  of  the  mannfacturer  of  the  North  and  tbe 
planter  of  the  Souih,  which  had  so  long  a|titaied 
this   country    with    its   eanhqnake-Iibe    eoiB««- 
tion,.  and  not  only  portended  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union,  bat  threatened  to  deluge  the   land  with 
blood,  and  crowd   the  scaffold  with  some  of  Ike 
country's  most  gifted  and  distinguished  tuns.    Nor 
do  1  intend  tu  refer   to   that  act  as  having  re- 
daeed  the  revenue  of  the  Government  doriag  Ibe 
last  and  present  Administrations,  nearly  one  bait- 
dred  millions  of  dollars,  on   those  artieln  whidk 
entered  in'o  the  daily  use  of  every  consaner;  nor 
do  I  design  to  refer  to  tbat  act  as  the  pre-emiBCDt 
indicatian  given  by  this  nation  of   its  purpose  to 
sustain  and  advance  the  doctrines  of  free  trade,  ia 
opposition  to  the  restriciive  policy  of  the  aatioaa 
of  the  old  world.     But  I  would  refer  to  it  as  a  de- 
claration of  policy  by  the  Government,  tbat  the  re- 
venae?  shall  not  exceed  an  economical  adninistra- 
tioa.    This  ia  tbe  pledge  given  to  the  lax-payer: 
tbat  the  Government  will  not  extort  froai  bftn;  that 
it  shall  not  have  onlimiied  eonmi  ovw  the  earn- 
ings of  indnstry;  that  it  will  aot  require  any  more 
taxes  from  bim  than  irhat  are  necessary  (oi  aa  eeo- 
npmieal  Government.    Tbat  is  what  I  conceive  Ike 
most  valnable  in  thi<  act — the  declaration  of  Ike 
policy — the  establishment  of  a  prineipie  by  the  Qc- 
vemment  which  has  been  sanctioned  bere,  and  ap- 
proved by  Ibe  constiiaency.    I  raid,  sir,  that  the 
declared  policy  of  this  Government  was,  that  the 
expenditures  for  the  acknowledged  eonstitinional 
purposes  of  the  Goverau:eni,  shonid  be  limited  lo 
Ibesnallesi  possible  amoant  consistent  with  the 
public  service.    Here,  sir,  permit  me  to  in  rite  j<mt 
consideration  to  the  depssite  act  nf  1836     There 
you  see,  sir,  that,  while  Ihe  other  nationa  of  the 
globe  were  scheming  and  planning  to  impose  ibe 
ntmosi  farlbingof  taxation  that  human  indastry 
could  endure,  lo  sustain  large  standing  armiee,   sa- 
perb  systems  of  fortifications,  magntfirenl  naTal 
forces,  and  the  splendor  and  idleness  of  privileged 
orders;  this  Government  we  see  planning  to  letara 
back  to  the  people,  by  cons'itn'ional  meaw,  aioaejr 
ccllected  by  the  Government,  ibat  was  not  needed 
for  an  economical  and  cansiitntional  expeaditmcL 
And  we  there  see,  by  this  aer,  that,  instead  of  sail- 
ing large  and  extravagant   expenditnres  for    ae- 
knowledged  constiluiional  purposes,    the    sorplas 
revenue  was  ordered   to    be  depoeiied    with    Ike 
States,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  peepk,  aatil 
required  for  the  pablic  service,  or  the  defence  of 
the  country.    That  economy,  which  was  deemed 
one  of  the  chief  virtues  in  a  Repoblw,  might  not  be 
perilled;  that  great  patronage  in  any  one  of  (be 
departments,  which,  is  d^eadf^d  as  oneofits  eikief 
vices, .  mighi  not  be  here  fostered  by  the  expendi- 
tures of  large  sums  of  money  fnr  the  pnblie  set- 
vice;  and  that  the  burdens  of  Govern meni  naigfct 
re<t  lightly  on  the  citizsn,  it  was  de»med  wise  po- 
licy to  deposite  this  money  wiih  the  Sutess  oniil  ii 
shonid  be  required  for  the  defence  and  service  af 
the  Government. 

Am  I  not  right,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  sayi^ 
that  the  declared  pslicy  of  this  GovernsieBt  eoa- 
sisted,  in  an  eminent  degree,  in  a  rewnoe  for  aa 
economical  AdoiinisiratioD>-in  an  expeodiMte, 
limited  to  Ibe  smallest  amoant  consistent  wilk  ikc 
pablieinlerestl 

All  gentlemen  bere  say  that  these  acts,  vkiek 
have  given  peace  to  the  rountiy,  and  satisfaetioa 
to  the  people,  should  remain  undisturbed — that 
they  should  be  held  inviolable.  I  have  heard  ao 
one  on  this  floor  say  he  would  disturb  the  one  act, 
by  asking  for  proteciive  duties  nor  the  other,  by 
asking  that  the  revenue  deposited  wiih  the  S  ales 
be  demanded,  and  required  to  be  relomrd.  Bat 
gentlemen  here  strive  secretly  to  undermine  tbM 
policy,  by  asking  thai  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  «t 
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Ibe  pablie  lands  may  be  divided  amdng  the  Stater; 
and  that  the  rerenoe  may  be  inoreaKd,  to  make  np 
(be  deficit  which  woald  be  caused  by  this  distribn- 
tfoo;  going  to  woric  to  fignre  the  eottntiy  ia  debt, 
in  opposition  to  the  statement  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  l^eatnry,  and  asking  more  revenue  to  meet 
the  emergency.  And  they  tell  ns  that,  nnder  the 
"fjggmrdtjf  ptlieg^'  of  the  past  atid  present  Admi- 
nistratisns,  the  army  and  navy,  and  the  fortifica- 
tions of  the  conntry,  have  been  neglected;  and  de- 
mand  more  revenne  to  build  np  these  interests,  and 
to  meet  the  desired  increase  of  the  public  expendi- 
tures for  them. 

Mr.  Chairman,  hasJhe  public  service  ^n  thus 
negltcted7  Is  not  our  navy  now  sufficient  to 
protect  our  commerce  in  every  sea  on  which  it 
floats?  Have  not  liberal  appropriations  been  made 
to  improve  our  foilificaiionsi  And  have  not 
our  army,  and  its  interests,  been  as  well  observed, 
as  was  required  by  the  policy  of  our  institntionsi 
which  does  not  regard  a  large  ^landing  army  as  the 
mfeit  means  of  protection;  but  a  well  organized 
mililia,  a«  the  proper  constitutional  bulwark  of  pub- 
lie  liberty. 

Here,  sir,  is  a  letter  in  reply  to  one  which  I  ad- 
dressed to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  propounding 
tobimsereral  inquiries  in  relation  to  the  naval  ser- 
vices 

Mavt  DsTAanuHT, 

F«brnar74, 18<1. 

Bib:  I  ban  tlit  honor  to  ac^nowladg*  tha  iseaipt  of  jrour 
]eu«r  of  th«  2d  iutant,  eocloiing  a  aeriM  of  qaerie*  addraiMd 
10  ihli  dapanoisat,  lad  requcMlng  ■•  fall  to  aonref  u  poMiblt 
It  lb*  eullM  patiod  coaTenient. 

▲mwen  to  the  ihreo  flrai  querioi  bar*  been  arepered,  and 
an  hanmih  encloaed.  The  inlortnaiion  reqairra  fai  (he  othai* 
wU  occopf  nraeh  lime  in  ita  preparation,  and  will  be  giran  in 
ntxaDCala  reply  loacalloftbaBeoate.  The  papan  ooniainlnt 
h  are  00  file  in  tna  office  of  the  Nary  Comminionen ;  and  ibelr 
whole  force  to  now  employed  in  compiling  ibe  document  or- 
dwed  bv  the  ffenatt. 

I  liara  the  booor  10  be,  roar  obedient  eernnt, 

1.  K.  PAULDIK9. 
Hod.  Lawia  0naimoiv 

Honaa  of  RapnaMMtlna. 

A  part  of  the  information  encloaed  in  the  letter 
of  the  Secretary,  is  as  follows: 
fllal(«Knt «/  iht  noMi  firee  in  ttmmimian,  wtth  Ike 

iMnier  »f  man  in  aelivt  $enit*  i»  1939   mti 

1841. 

Ktmaaa  A!n>  ritb  op  ratn  in  1899. 
One  ship  of  the  line        -  -  -74  gtins. 

Three  frigates,  first  class  •  -44  gons. 

Nina  stoops,  8M:ond  class  -  -  18  guns. 

aDMBSB  AND  BATE  (<!■  SHIPS  IN  1841. 

One  ship  of  the  line  -  74  guns. 

Three  frigates,  fin!t  class  -  .  44  guns. 

Two  frigates,  second  class  -  -36  guns 

Bight  sloops,  first  class  -  -  -  30  gunr. 

Five  sloops,  third  class  -  -  -IS  gons. 

Three  brig«       -  •  •  -10  guns. 

Six  schooners. 
The  nvmber  of  men  ia  active  service  in  1839 

was        -  •  .  .  .   3,876 

The  namber  of  men  in  active  service  in' 

1841  is 6  000 

This  statement  exhibits  the  increase  of  oor  ves- 
sels and  naval  force;  and  (he  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
in  his  Ian  annual  report,  say;:  "  Neither  the  per- 
sons nor  property  of  our  citizens  have  any  where 
fufl^red  outrage  or  wrorg  for  the  want  of  due  at- 
tention in  afifording  the  means  of  protection  and  re- 
dress." 

Within  the  period  referred  to  above,  the  ap- 
prentice system  has  been  introduced  into  the  navy; 
which,  we  are  told,  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary, 
"continaes  in  operation,  and  thus  far  its  results 
are  hijghly  sali^faelory.  The  conduct  of  the  young 
lad)  ia  generally  exemplary;  and  such  is  their 
rapid  progress  in  the  art  of  seamanship,  that,  by  thie 
time  they  are  of  age  for  s«a-service,  our  crmmand- 
ers  generally  prefer  them  to  older  seamen.  I  take 
this  occasion,"  he  says,  "to  recommend  that  this 
system  be  fostered  to  ihe  nlmost  extent  of  which  it 
is  susceptible,  being  fully  of  opinion  that  it  presents 
one  great  means  of  partially,  at  least,  remedying 
that  inereasiiig  scarcity  of  competent  petty  offioen 
■Bd  able  seamen,  which  Riratly  embarrasse*  the 
opf  rations  of  the  navy,  delays  the  sailing  of  our 
public  vessels,"  Ac  The  marine  corps  has  been 
increased,  nnder  the  act  of  1834,  from  seven  hon- 
dred  and  fifty  privates  to  one  tbonsand;  besides 
many  commissioned  and  non-commissiined  o^- 


cprs;  and  the  pay  of  the  navy   has  also  been  in- 
oreaied. 

In  addition  to  this,  great  etpendijiire!  have  been 
made  for  the  improveoiant  of  the  navy-yards,  dry- 
doclrs,  iivharve.t,  build  itifx,  macbiDe<i,  ihops,  i^hip- 
hovises,  mBteriB).t,  and  naval  mores. 

I  have  here  a  siaiement,  (bowing  the  increase  of 
ihe  army  wiihin  ihe  perind  hereiofora  referred  to; 
from  which  it  will  be  seen,  I  itaink,  thnt  this  branch 
of  ihe  public  service  has  not  been  neglected. 

STATEMENT 

Shoteinithe  incrcait  nfxht  army  bif  Iht  acts  of  163i9, 

leSG,  itnii  1838. 


73 


l=s 


LS  !  E  3  =  3  3  i:  3  5  a 

&.":  Si  =  3  OS 


■I 


ll 


1  tt  i 


lO  I    — I     t   ■■-_ 


}  Otilflfiflli 


^  I    i   .-*-  I   -iS  I 


I  LieuiexkBji 


1^-,  rst&ia_i*-ji 


^      I  ^ 


»|  n% 


COOrC^  =  O^I     I    '     I"— I 


I  FirsL     JICM 


l&S  1  «oet  I 


%\ 


\  SiiJ^Bfiins, 


I    A«. 


'I 


(era. 


I    ]«£  I     I      I      \      I      t     I      BUI 

«gi  ■  I  i  1  J  t  I  8^ 


I  Chtcl   iDit- 


I  MuRiC]in«„ 


Sergeams, 


I  g  ,  j  Corpcrnlp^ 


m  4 » 


t    I    j    »    I    I    I    t    M 


A^tlftco^w^ 
amlihi- 


^    ^S 


^ii- 


^S'  85 


2  £5  >- Z  ^  £ -4  Kn  131  ^  !rt  ^  £ril  c 


m' 


IS 


HI. 


m 


FrlratFH. 


Comtnlp. 
BionedofTI. 


tniiciciuu. 


ABIKg*"' 


Notes, 
1.  Fi^urennailctd  *lt!ianauerl9l[,(')BliD»  ihe  tedvcUoni 

1,  By  a  law  of  Mjtrrlll  2.1,  ISu^  th?drii>v  ffv  iiicf04#e'l  tij  9 
^>l^c«r4  Ani^rk^  prlvnlcF;  but  no!  tieiib^  emhrii(«d  an  IhQ  call,  no 
menUfjn  Iher^e^r  li  Tn«dff  in  the  ubdliir  Mnlecrienl.  Thin  in- 
c  reoH,  u]{lEbabiiiutlh>n4ifinDUnt«dnthgervti;4)Nat]tutethcprp^ 
sen  I  I'El  regiment  af  drugcKiiiB. 

3.  3t:v  vAuiAMiA  Adjutant  general,  ef^hi  atldiUonftl  ajnielant 
4|uartenii^9UT4.aTid  lournddiU^al  cmnmia^erlee,  wereauibo- 
riz?d  t)f  the  act  of  July  5th,  IS3B;  but  being  of  the  line,  ai>d  not 
Micicavioil  Ihe  aigrofale  {?!  offictia,  4^0  acci>unt  la  taken  of  Lhem 
in  ttke  lahlR. 

4.  Chaplaiiiji,  nnl  Id  hxued  tvc^nl^  in  number,  and  was^an- 
rnoviere,  noL  eieeodiria  iwecjtf  In  nuinbar,  wre  aiet^  attihLnised 
tij  the  law  iif  iuTT  5,  IS^, 

L.  TIIOMaS,  A«.  Adjl.  Oen. 
ADIVTAMI  asKMtJll'B  Omca, 

Wiuhln(Uii,  Feb.  2.  VMl. 

In  addition  to  this  staiemenf,  permit  me  here  10 
read  *□  etiract  of  a  letter  from  Q.  Bom  ford,  Colo- 
nel of  Ordnance,  in  reply  to  some  Lnqairiei  pat  by 
me  to  the  Secretary  of  War: 


"With  ragaid  10  tba  oaeond.lnqnb7,  *ix:  ■Haa  thara  taaao  any 
iDcroaae  In  tha  aeTeral  Juodi  of  ordhanu  aod  ordnance  aloraa 
ainca  18291'  I  would  aute  that  there  haa  certainiT  bean  a  graat 
inereaee  aloca  dial  period,  the  annual  appropriaikm  devoied  to 
tbatobjact  baTUf  alwajra  been  expended.  To  furnish  a  detailed 
Matemeni  of  each  item  which  haa  been  Increased,  would  require 
a  long  time  to  prepare,  and  would  mate  a  document  too  rolu* 
minnut  to  be  of  material  use  to  tba  mtarrogaior.  I  therefcta 
beg  leave  to  refer,  (or  a  deiatlui  elalaineat  under  that  bead,  to 
laoles  C  and  Q,  which  accompany  the  annual  report  of  this  De- 
partment each  each  year  to  Coogreaa,  with  the  exception  of  the 
raw  1840^  where  tha  papers  B  and  C  fnraMi  the  aame  tntoraa- 
iloo. 

"With  regard  10  the  last  Inquiry,  viz:  'Has  there  been  laniad 
to  the  States,  for  arming,  &c.  of  die  militia,  aiaca  189,  the  e«i- 
mated  amount  under  tha  law  of  180SI'  I  hare  to  sute,  that  tha 
annuil  appropriation,  under  Ihe  act  of  1808,  for  arming  the  mi- 
litia, has  been  regularly  expended,  and  the  proceeds  dietrlbuied 
to  the  several  States  for  the  use  of  the  railiiis  thereof,  according 
to  Ihe  returns  niade  by  the  proper  officers  to  the  Adjutant  Ge- 
neral, as  required  by  law.  These  distributions  have  geoeraUy 
been  made  within  the  year,  except  in  cases  where  the  Slates  In- 
terealed  choee  to  let  the  arms  accumulate  for  a  longer  period.'! 

To  this  may  be  added  |1,573,585  10,  which  has 
been  appropriated  for  the  improvement  of  the  two 
armories,  fourteen  arsenaLi,  and  one  depot,  exist- 
isting  in  the  year  1839,  and  subsequently  to  that 
period;  since  which  period,  there  has  been  ex- 
pended, in  constructing  six  new  arsenals  and  one 
depot,  f  658,375  31.  There  has  been  expended  on 
the  fortifications  on  the  Atlantic  and  lake  shores, 
fipiihed  and  under  constrnction,  fWim  the  4tb  of 
March,  1829,  to  the  1st  of  February,  1841, 
#82014,342  24. 

WhUe  I  am  free  to  confess  diat  Ihe  appropria- 
tiolts  for  these  great  inlerc&ts  have  not  been  exor- 
bitant, I  maintain  that  they  had  not  been  "ninoni. 
ir,"  bnt  have  been  such  as  accord  with  the  policy 
of  our  institutions. 

If  it  be  the  policy  of  England  to  have  one  hundred 
and  twenty  ships  of  the  line,  one  hundred  and  thir- 
teen frigates,  flrty-eigbt  steamers  of  war,  and  two 
hundred  and  eigbty-stven  sloops,  her  immense 
standing  armies,  her  superb  foriifications,  her  num- 
berless fenodries,  armories,  and  garrisons,  and  her 
standing  police — more  than  sufficient  to  do  battle 
to  all  Europe;  to  keep  in  subordioalion  Ihe  citizens, 
under  the  burdens  imposed  10  support  this  magni- 
ficent policy — our  policy  has  been,  in  time  of 
peace,  to  impose  light  burdens  on  the  citiztn;  to 
foster  oar  natiooal  resources;  aid  should  war  come, 
every  citiun  will  pour  out  his  humble  store,and  eve- 
ry State  its  miftht,  for  the  protection  and  defence  of 
the  country  that  has  been  so  lenient  in  its  burdens, 
and  so  economical  in  its  guardainship  of  the  public 
good. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman|  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
GaivKS,]  who  addressed  tbe  committee  on  last 
evening,  has  charged  that  the  number  of  officers 
and  the  patronage  of  the  Oovernment  have  greatly 
increased  under  tbe  past  and  present  Administra- 
tions, under  the  policy  which  I  have  been  endea- 
voring to  sustain. 

It  is  tha  duty  imposed  upon  the  President,  to  see 
the  laws  faithfully  executed.  The  framers  of  the 
Constitution  deemed  it  wise  to  confer  on  him  this 
authority.  Bat  be  cannot  nominate  or  appoint 
any  officer,  nor  create  any  office,  that  is  not 
anthotized  by  tbe  Constituiion,  or  by  laws  made 
in  confiirmity  with  it.  And  as  the  great  principles 
of  this  Rpablic  become  developed,  as  our  csmmer- 
cial  and  agricultural  interests  extend,  as  our 
population  advances,  as  oor  immense  and 
boundless  domain  passes  from  the  Government 
into  the  possession  of  the  citizen,  as  oor 
innnmerable  rivers  and  lakes  became  <»vered 
with  the  living  throng  in  the  engagemenu 
of  trade  and  commerce,  as  State  after  Stale 
is  added  to  this  Republic  of  Republics,  when  all 
here  is  prospering  and  advancing,  the  power, 
patronage,  and  rfficers  of  this  Government 
must  increase,  must  go  on,  must  advance. 
The  immense  number  of  acres  of  public 
lands,  which  this  Government  has  thrown 
into  market,  requires  officers  to  survey  and  dis- 
pose of  them;  your  revenue  laws  require  ports  of 
entry,  and  officers  to  prevent  smuggling  and  to  en- 
force the  revenue  laws.  Since  the  year  1899, 
there  have  been  erected  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  light  houses  and  beacons,  and  four  mono- 
menta.  These  require  keepers,  superintendents, 
and  other  officers.  The  extension  of  the  judiciary 
to  the  new  States,  and  over  ihe  increasing  popula- 
tion of  our  territt.ry,  has  increased  the  number  of 
judges,  marshals,  and  other  officers  of  tbe  eotirts. 
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The  branch  mints,  too,  which  have  been  establish- 
ed to  eoin  money,  and  to  famish  the  coaniry  wiih 
a  oonstftutional  cnrreney,  reqnire  saperiniendeata, 
and  other  officers  to  copduct  theiii.  In  carrying 
out  varioQS  treaties  and  engagements  with  the  In- 
dians, agenis.of  the  Qovernment  were  necessarily 
required  and  employed.  We  have  now  forty  foar 
tboosand  pensioaera,  to  whom  this  QoTemmMit  ■ 
will  pay,  th'S  year,  two  mlllioas  forty-eight  thou- 
sand and  sixty-three  dollars.  To  perform  these 
duties,  offices  are  created  and  agents  are  appointed 
by  the  Oovernmenu  The  post  routes  now  corered 
by  mail  sertriee,  as  near  as  caa  be  ascertained  by 
the  Postmaster  Gknera),  amount  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty-five  ihonsand  seven  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  miles;  and  the  annfial  tran^ortation  on  theni 
w  about  ibirty-siz  million  three  hundred  and  seren- 
tv  thousand  seven  hundred  and.  seventy-six  miles. 
This  ei>ensipn  of  the  mail  routes  lo  almost  every 
section  of  the  country  has  required  the  increase  of 
the  post  offices,  since  1839,  from  7,651  to  13,638. 
The  gentleman  ftom  Keniacky  [Mr.  Gatvas] 
riioold  recollect,  that,  while  this  policy  of  our  in- 
stUmions  has  been  snatained,  it  has  aot  been  by 
imposing  additional  taxes  on  the  people;  bat  under 
retbiced  duties,  and  a  system  of  etxmomy  which 
has  ezliognished  a  debt  of  fifty  eight  millions  of 
dollars,  and  returned  back  to  the  people,  by  de- 
pusiting  with  the  Stales,  twenty-eight  millions  of 
dollars. 

Mr.  Oiairman,  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Adaiis]  told  us,  a  few  days  since,  wbeix 
addressiog  the  commiitee  on  another  bill,  then 
nnder  consideration,  that  ihe  late  elccuon  had 
proven  ihat  ifae  people  were  not  satisfied  with  the 
present  Administra'ion,  and  that  ht  Iwtatlfuu  ns( 
tuti^d  wUk  U.  And  is  this  to  be  the  reason  for 
changing  the  past  policy  of  the  country?  for  legis- 
lating into  existence  all  those  bastard  and  dange- 
roQs  principles  forbiddrn  by  our  Constitution, 
and  condemned  by  our  Revoluiionary  fathers  in 
framing  our  free  and  equal  institutions?  Is  this 
GoverDment  now  to  commence  iis  municipal  and 
local  le/iislation,  enctoach'ug  on  the  province 
of  the  States;  and  liave  ascribed  and  conferred 
upon  it  the  same  powers  over  the  fortunes  of  the 
eitinen,  that  it  has  over  the  genera]  concerns  of  ibe 
States  and  the  foreign  relations  of  the  nation?  Is 
the  Constitution  to  be  ^legblated  away,  to  adminis- 
ter to  that  spirit  of  gam  that  thirsts  for  place,  and 
for  that  desired  favoritism  in  legislation,  with 
which  the  public  mind  was  imbued  daring  the  last 
Presidential  canvass,  that  then  seemed  resolved  in 
oversweeping  public  justice,  public  liberty,  and  the 
limits  of  ihe  Constitution? 

The  propositions  I  have  here  beard  advanced 
aad  sustained  by  the  members  of  that  great  par- 
ly which,  in  the  last  Presidential  canvass,  was  tri- 
umphan',  are  portentoas  of  ibis,  and  will  be  alarm- 
ing to  the  friends  of  the  Constitution. 

Wlia',  thru,  are  they?  The  propositions  (o  in- 
creaae  the  revenues  on  certain  articles.  For  what? 
Necessary  revenue?  No.  For  protection?  No. 
To  take  off  a  corresponding  duty  on  the  necessa- 
ries of  life?  No.  But  to  supply  the  deficit  in  the 
Treasury,  which  would  be  caused  by  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  salf  s  of  the  public  lands 
among  lh»  Slates.  This  is  what  was  staled  by  a 
gentleman  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capiiol,  [Mr. 
WcBSTcR,]  wbo  is  soon  to  take  his  seat  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  new  cabinet.  Thus  the  taxing  power  is  to 
employed  to  extort  revenne  f^om  the  citizen, 
to  enable  this  Government  to  be  a  boantirni 
alms-giver  lo  the  States.  But  aot  only  the  tax- 
ins  power  is  thus  to  be  employed,  but  the  mo- 
ney power  is  to  be  seized  upon;  not  to  coin 
money,  and  regulate  the  Value  of  foreign  coin 
—no,  sir;  but  we  are  ashed  to  strike  down  your  , 
branch  mints,  by  wiibbolding  the  appropriations 
necessary  to  sustain  them.  And  tbas  are  we  to 
have  the  paper  system  permanently  fixed  on  ibis 
coaniry,  by  the  creation  of  a  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  which  shall  be  the  fiscal  kgeat  of  this  Go- 
vernment, and  have  the  ase  of  our  revenan  to 
bank  upon;  shall  have  its  notej  receivable  and  paid 
out  for  all  public  dues;  shall  have  its  paper  the  ex- 
changeable measure  of  value  of  ihe  property  and  the 
labor  of  the  entire  oonotry:  and  ibis  power,  too,  is 
!•  be  eztraised  by  this  Goveromeni.    Bat,  air,  it  is 


not  only  the  taiing  power  of  this  Government,  a,nd 
ihe  money  power  tiiat  are  to  be  employed,  but  tbe 
appoiniiog  power  of  the  Bxeeniive  is  lo  bring  ihe 
citizen  in  more  humiliating  subjection  to  Ike  pow- 
ers of  this  Gavemment.  Yes,  sir,  we  have  been 
told  by  a  distinguished  gentleman,  one  of  amhoriiy 
in  the  land,  that  all  the  officers  of  tbe  Government 
who  are  the  friends,  the  paribans,  if  yon  please,  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  are  lo  t)ie  displaced,  and  the  parti- 
sans of  General  William  Henry  Harrison  appoint- 
ed in  their  places.  Sir,  these  strong  powers  were 
conferred  upon  this  Government  by  the  friends  of 
liberty  with  great  relnclance;  and  this  threatened 
abase  of  them  will  alarm  the  people  for  tbe  public 
safety,  and  the  security  of  the  citizen.  It  must 
bumble  the  Stale  Government",  by  invading  ibeir 
power;  destroy  the  cons:itutional  guard  of  tbe  citi- 
zen, by  rendering  him  dependent  on  the  caprice  of 
authority;  and  peril  the  public  liberiy,  by  the  in- 
fraction of  its  only  security — a  written  Constitution; 
and  build  up  here  a  great  central  power,  a  consoli- 
dated Government,  that  must  ultimately  settle 
down  into  a  despotism. 

Mr.  Chaiiman,  I  opposed  the  coming  in  of  this 
Administration  with  all  my  poor,  bnt  best  exer- 
tions, at  the  sacrifice  of  my  health,  and  at  ihe 
peril  of  my  life.  I  feared  tbe  overthrow  of  Ihe 
past  policy  of  tbe  Government,  and  the  inirodac- 
lion  of  principles  alien  to  onr  institutions  and  disa^ 
trous  to  the  country.  This  was  the  cause  of  the 
extent  of  my  opposition  to  Gencnl  Harrison.  I 
hope,  sir,  that  these  apptehensions  may  not  be  re- 
alized. I  sincerely  hope  that  be  may  so  demean 
himself  in  his  high  office  as  to  prove  himself  enti- 
tled to  the  confidence  of  this  great,  free,  and  gallant 
people.  I  hope  he  will  call  around  him  able  and 
patriotic  advisers — men  in  whom  the  people  con- 
fide, and  whose  lives  aboond  wi'h  testimony  of 
fidelity  lo  tbe  country.  I  hope  that  be  will  admin- 
{..ler  the  Government  as  one  with  limited  and  speci- 
fied powers,  as  one  whose  institutions  ate  free  and 
eqnal,  and  as  one  whose  burdens  should  be  just  and 
light.  Then,  sir,  all  the  friends  of  tbfe  conmry— all 
good  men— will  gather  round  him,and  support  him; 
and  History  will  record  his  name  on  her  impartial 
page  with  her  favorite  sons.  Bat  if  be  should  not 
do  this,  and  select  as  his  chief  adviter  one  who  is 
snspected  by  many  cf  being  opposed  to  tbe  in- 
terestt  and  liberties  of  this  piiople;  one  who,  in  % 
dark  hour  of  tbe  country,  when  our  free  institu- 
tions were  in  peril,  and  a  merciless  foe  were  within 
our  borders,  sacking  our  towns,  pillaging  onr  coun- 
try, mardering  onr  people — one  who,  in  a  season 
like  this,  refused  lo  vote  protection  to  the  people 
and  defence  to  the  country; — if  he  should  do  this, 
and  administer  the  Government  on  those  principles 
which  will  encroach  on  the  rights  of  the  great 
masses,  bearing  heavily  and  bardensbme  on  the 
peopl",  then,  I  say  still,  for  one,  in  honor  10  the 
people,  in  deference  lo  one  they  have  honored,  and 
Inclemency  lo  the  infirmities  of  age,  spare  him; 
bnt  banish,  banish  bis  advisers  for  ever  (torn  place 
and  public  confidence. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  COOPER, 

OF  GEORGIA. 

In  Ihe  Hnue  qf  Sepruentalitu,  Febnuay,  1841 — In 

reply  to  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Nissbt.] 

Mr.  COOPER  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  CaiiaMAN:  I  fvel  a  little  surprised  that  my 
colleague,  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  should  have 
risen  with  a  fixed  and  deliberate  purpose  lo  inflict 
what  he  supposed  would  amount  to  a  chastisement 
on  me;  that  this  should  have  resulted  from  a  candid 
and  sincere  effort  u  do  my  duty,  by  repelling  tbe 
slanderous  attack  of  a  member  from  Ohio,,  upon 
our  common  canstiatnis  and  iheir  domestie  affairs, 
in  which  I  made  no  allusion  lo  my  colleague  with- 
out a  proper  explan&'ion.  He  has  spoken  at  length, 
and  with  more  warmth  than  he  is  wont  to  do.  He 
evidently  designed  to  be  suvne  to  the  almost  »f  bis 
ability.  To  avail  himself  of  the  advantage  of  his 
position,  for  the  exertion  of  his  utmost  power,  be 
has  not  hesitated  to  contrast  himself  and  his  po- 
sition with  mine.  He  has  referred  to  the  results 
of  tbe  recent  election  in  onr  State,  with  a  manifest 
air  of  triumph.  He  has  not  lenipltd  to  define  and 
designai*  whatba  emieeivcd  lobe  my  purposes. 


He  has  assigned  to  me  a  purpose  and  an  object 
disclaimed  by  me  when  I  spoke  a  few  daya  »fi 
which  disclaimer  was  accompaninl  with  a  refei^ 
ence.  to  his  primUt  lauwltdgt  of.  my  views  of  which 
he  conid  not  be  dispossessed.  '  I  have  not  misnor 
derslood  him.  His  manner,  his  matter,  and  Us 
words,  establish  what  I  say.  He  eaid  my  posi- 
tion and  his  were  the  antagonist  of  each  other; 
that  I  was  seeking  to  wield  public  opinion  sigaiaat 
him;  ibat  I  was  preparing  the  people  of  Georgia  lo 
believe,  that  the  Whigs  of  that  Stale  were  advocatiag 
a  tariff;  that  I  was  seeking  to  put  myself  up,  andUm 
and  his  parir  down.  He  claimed  for  himself  by  cm- 
Irast,  an  ardent  zeal,  in  *  statesmanlike  aaanner.to 
promote  the  Soalhem  inieiests.  H«  says  that  his  eol- 
leagues  (meaning,  I  suppose,  those  to  whom  he  d^ 
reeled  his  reply,  Auh>bd,  Black,  and  myself)  siiall 
not  claim  to  be  the  exclusive  friends  cC  tbe  Soall^ 
Ihat  I  assume  to  school  him— f,  against  whom  tb« 
voice  of  condemnation  had  gone  out,  who  hare 
beea^isbelieved  by  the  people,  and  who,  he  saya, 
will  be  disbelieved  again.  Finally  he  said,  ia  re- 
gard to  Sontbem  interest,  there  is  a  power  ia  esse 
north  of  the  Potomac,  on  which  h»  win  throw  hina^ 
self  for  aid;  and  whenever  that  power  should  mami- 
fesi  a  disposition  to  meet  him,  be  would  not  stand 
off  00  the  rigid  rules  of  party,  and  refuse  10  co-ope- 
rate, but  would  meet  them  en  common  gronnd. 

I  ought  10  feel  bumbled,  sir,  in  presence  of  ay 
colleague,'  and,  in  spite  of  his  physiral  ditnenfloas, 
I  should  realize  tbe  necessity  of  looking  up  viwa 
I  would  behold  him;  bnt  the  consideratioBS  whiola 
have  elevated  him  would  place  me  lower  tftaH  | 
now  am.  He  has  procured  tiiat  elevaiioa  by  am. 
abandonment  of  his  polic)';  I  have  ioat  it  by  a  i«» 
f  usal  to  do  the  like.  The  same  power  that  elevated 
Mm  refused  it  to  mt,  because  /  ee«U  ntt,  like  ' 
self,  compromise  my  opinioos.  He  miist  feel 
cnnssionsness  of  versatility,  and  for.  thai 
son  most  ihink  lets  of  himself  as  he  asGCDds;  wfailat 
/never  knew  what  ii  was,  aad  htnee  am  not- 1*> 
quired  10  Ihink  any  worse  of  myself,  wbaterer  yoar 
elevation  may  be.  Yon  are  never  so  knv  ••  whca 
yon  have  lost  confidence  in  yoarsclf. 

In  this  attempt  to  elevate  bimsalf  by  lowcciac 
me,  my  oelieagve  ia  not  emiiled  lo  .the  oredii  of 
originaiity,  since  the  committee  now  know  aoaon 
ot  my  disewdit  than  it  leaned  from  mo  «hea  I 
last  spoke.  I  was  more  happy  in  the  volnmary  ad- 
mission than  be  e«t  be  in  the  charge. 

In  conceding  to  him  the  advantage  of  psoiiioa. 
I  have  reference  only  to  thaiaoeideatal  pmaotiiM 
which,  with  all  a  man's  merit,  ofiea  bappeaa  to 
him  by  force  of  circumstances,  which  he  baa  hm 
Utile  merit  in  eontrolliag,  and  which,  Car  that 
son,  in  Ihe  present  case,  may  very  soon  plaee  1 
colleague  a  little  below  the  level  of  his 
point.  That  he  won  the  prize,  is  trae;  bat,  ia  ' 
aiog  it,  be  lost  that,  which  to  me  is  of  gteatar  vm- 
iue,  and  therefore  not  to  be  parted -wiih. 

He  says,  I  have  endeavored  to  "wield  |iat)lie 
sentiment."  How  small  th  s  seenu  t*  me !  Thai 
/should  with  to  wield  pulb'eopmion.  Would  a^r 
colleague  do  me  injustice?  By  no  meaas.  Wby 
then  make  this  charge?  Why  can'lhe  ■mbrilosid 
me?  Why  not  ctmprdund  my  movements?  'B» 
has  had  tbe  fairest  opportunity  to  know  me  tlw- 
roughly.  We  were  schooled  together — have  do- 
scended  from  a  common  aiicestor.  My  life  is  all 
before  him,  in  whatever  station  I  have  acted.  Ha 
knowr.  it  ail.  Why  then  has  he  not  perceived  ilia 
very  little  respect  1  have  ever  paid  lo  that  "pttUa 
opinion,"  which  can  be. wielded  by  amf  wumt  Why 
has  be  omitted  to  observe,  I  have  ever  maiaiaiaed 
that  the  only  legitimate  or  reputable  agents,  viik 
which  to  control  or  'wield  pailie  ofinicn,  are  A* 
faett  as  they  exist,  and  the  principles  of  r^gJU  aad 
mrong  applicable  to  them?  Why  fail  to  remark, 
what  every  act  of  my  life  shows,  that  I  have  aoi 
only  been  unwilling  that  it  should  be  wielded  by 
myulf  or  others  on  any  plan  than  this;  bat  hava 
refused  to  accept  the  benefits  of  a  change  iitdaeed 
by  other  means? 

Bnt,  be  says,  I  ail  seeking  10  wield  it  "fmr  Ik* 
purpau  cf  titveS-vnf  myself,  tnd  pvll6»s  Urn  and  Bi 
party  down."  This  is  siill  more  remarkable.  It  at 
unauthorized  and  unjust.  If  he  and  his  party  "are 
what  they  have  been,"  I  could  not  put  tkkm  dova 
without  going  down  wiih  them.    I  have  praTaired 
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to  set  them  np,  tbongbl  might  remiin  duwn.  1 
WQald  Dot  have  them  op  for  an;  porposs  not  avow- 
ed in  1833,  when  they  orgaoizid..  I  cou!d  not 
wish  them  daitn,  therefort,  except  lo  establish  (heir 
own  views  and  policy.  This,  sir,  is  what  certain 
pirmetieabU  gentlemen  are  pleased  to  call  an  "ab- 
ttr^etien,''*  which  renders  me  impraeiieable.  Never- 
theless It  is  with  me  a  pleasing  "nistradimt" — one 
that  I  cheiisb  as  I  love  iraih  and  reciiinde. 

Pat  this  colleagae  of  mine  down?  No,  sir.  He 
is  boas  of  my  bone  and  flesh  of  my  fletb.  For 
that,  and  other  reasons,  I  do  not  wish  lo  see  him 

e rostrate.  Hi*  orart  1  wonid  gladly  pat  down  in 
im,  not  Ikrt^h  Um.  I  feel  too  much  interest  in 
him,  to  see  him  made  the  insirament  of  effrciing 
ati^ief :  htDce  the  freedom,  the  candor  and  fideli- 
ty I  bar*  always  exercised  towards  him,  above  alt 
others. 

He  says  I  endeavor  to  prepare  the  people  of 
Georgia  lo  believe  that  be  and  his  party  are  advo- 
cating a  tariff.  In  thi^  he  has  made  a  mistake. 
He  most  allude  to  the  gentleman  front  Virginia, 

[Mr.  Wiss,]  and  two  other  of  bis  colleagoes, 
Mcsrs.  Black  and  ALroRi>,]  each  of  whom  dt- 
r<e(iy  tharted  him  and  cerlam  others  from  the 
Soiuti,  whn  spoke  with  him  on  certain  qaesiions, 
with  yielding  to  tariff  inflaences,  and  of  indirectly 
sapporting  a  protective  principle.  Why  does  my 
colleague  forego  the  reply  tn  those  gentlemen,  (two 
of  whpoi  are  still  in  bis  own  party  almement,}  to 
make  a  ihrost  at  mr7  I  have  made  no  allnsiob  (o 
the  sabject,  being  absent  during  that  debate.  But 
having  seen  my  eoUeagoe's  speech,  I  lake  oc- 
casion here  to  say,  that  the  sentiments  it  eon- 
taios,  connected  with  what  is  doing  and  say- 
ing here,  satisfy  me  that  the  charge  made 
by  Ibote  gentlemea  is  not  wiihont  foundation. 
I  regret  that  he  made  that  speech.  It  shows 
too  great  indifference  to  lhe;>robe(tre  pHncipU.  In 
it  he  said  jost  what  the  friends  of  protection  wanted 
Mm  to  say.  To  make  it  safe  for  him  to  (ay  thif, 
they  ventnre  lo  aver  that  thejf  no  ion?er  wish  a  Mgk 
protective  tariff.  Hrre  is  tne  common  ground  of 
union;  and  when  Southern  members  shall  have 
gone  thus  far  to  meet  the  "power  in  e$u  nvrik  <tf 
Um  Potomac^"  another  comproaii'-'e  will  be  necei- 
sary  to  distingnish  between  a  kigh  and  a  tote  pro- 
tective tariff,  and  to  enable  Snutnern  members  who 
have  taken  this  "ftwtr  in  tat"  tot  their  "ouxW- 
arf  to  persuade  the  people  at  home,  that  a  higk 
protective  taiiff  is  within  the  compromise. 

Again,  sir:  that  speech  shows  two  great  indiffe- 
rence to  the  views  of  a  very  large  portion  of  that 
party  in  Georgia  lo  which  I  belonged,  and  siill  be- 
long, if  there  be  one  such,  called  the  State  Rights 
party.  I  know  there  is  none  such,  however,  since 
it  has  dissolved.  From  Flint  river  to  the  western 
border  of  Georgia,  almost  every  man  of  that  order 
agrees  with  me,  and  differs  from  my  colleague  in 
tbir  they  make  no  distinction  between  the  doctrine 
of  State  Rights  and  Nnllification,  and  do  not  expect 
bim-lo  claim  the  "cxciiuiee"  title  of  State  Rights 
representative,  and  lise  here  todi'^parage  the  Wulli- 
flers:  they  are  identical.  By  his  speech  he  shows 
a  willingness  to  sink  those  principles,  for  the  mere 
gratification  of  disparagint;  one  distingiu(>hed  name 
connected  with  their  history,  and  is  prepared  to  go 
out  of  his  way  to  strike  the  blow. 

Bat  who  doss  my  eolleagae  mean  by  "Ais  pvUiV 
Does  he  mean  the  Whig  parly  herel  If  to,  I  do  charge, 
and  would  make  (he  people  of  Georgia  believe, 
(and  my  colleague  also,  if  I  were  not  sure  he 
knows  it,)  that  his  party  are  the  advocates  of  a 
protective  tariff,  and  the  only  party  that  does  advo- 
cate that  policy.  And  I  now  claim  Jhe  right,  as  a 
constituent,  to  address  bim,  and  leH  him  be  must 
abandon  all  the  policy  heretofore  supported  by  him 
and  myself,  or  quit  that  party.  I  cannot  too  much 
admire  the  very  upright  view  presenltd  by  the  ho- 
norable member  from  Eentacky,  [Mr.  Uiiota- 
wooo,]  who  said  "it  is  n.'eless  lo  try  to  ari;ue  when 
there  are  vital  differences  on  principle;  there  most 
be  a  split  or  a  yielding  of  principle."  Take  the 
ground  of  the  gentleman  from  the  Norfolk  district, 
[Mr.  MiLLORT;]  lay  doiirn  your  cardinal  point!>,  and 
say  if  the  Harrison  party  oppose  the^e,!  oppose  them; 
if  (bey  support  these,  I  support  them.  Then  my 
colleague  and  I  could  agree;  for,  if  the  Whig  party 
sustain  the  measures  proposed  by  that  genilemao, 


[Mr.  MAixoRr,}Iam  will'ug  logo  with  ibem.  I 
l<now  my  cul'eagueand  his  party  are  oppoiicd  lo  a 
prutective  taiid;  bat,  with  alibis  opposition  to  ii, 
he  IS  indirectly  sustaining  that  policy  by  promoting 
and  stistaioing  in  power  the  only  pirty  who  advo- 
cate it.  He  surely  d'tes  this  knowingly.  How, 
then,  can  be  object  to  their  course,  or  to  them,  when 
ih>'y  shall  enaci  what  every  one  knows' to  be  their 
polic)1 

He  says  "I  have  attempted  to  sebf^ol  bim." 
Ho«?  When  or  where?  Not  by  my  speeches — 
not  on  this  floor.  No,  sir;  that  can't  be  said.  It  is 
true,  that  since  1833,  he  and  I  have  been  polilical- 
ly  intimate,  and  always  penonally  so.  With  a 
freedom  andcandor  (hat  was  authorized  and  demand- 
ed by  oar  relations,  I  have  placed  my  views,  and  the 
reasons  for  them,  before  him,  bat  never  in  a  manner 
unkind  or  unbecoming  those  relations.  Being  of  the 
same  family,  I  had  a  strong  desire  to  see  him  at 
all  limes  in  the  position  of  strength— one  that  I 
could  always  sustain.  Within  the  last  twelve 
months,  however,  the  prospect  of  realizing  that  has 
vanished.  It  has  been  put  out  of  my  v^w  by  the 
exhibition  of  a  certain  pliable  material  in  him, 
which  caused  him  to  yield  certain  points  I  never 
expected  him  to  surrender.  But  I  have  not  at- 
tempted to  "school  him."  So  far  from  it,  I  made 
no  allusion  to  him  in  my  remarks  in  reply  to  the 
gentlrman  from  Ohio,  [Mr,  Gidowos  ]  It  seemed 
to  suit  his  purpose,  and  that  of  other?',  to  convert 
it  into  a  "/amtly.fusrrei,'*  iiutead  of  joining  me 
and  my  colleagues  in  repelling  the  aitack  of  the 
members  from  Ohio  and  Maine.  If  my  colleague 
had  joined  me  in  the  defence,  the  entire  forces  of 
the  assailants  would  have  showed  themselves,  from 
Ohio,  from  Maine,  from  Massachn5rti!>,  from  New 
York,  Connecticut,  Vermont,  and  elsewhere;  and 
we  all  rhoald  have  bad  enougli  to  do.  Instead  of 
that,  he  chose  to  conciliate  and  keep  down  the 
assailani's  forces,  by  turoin;  upon  bis  colleagues. 
In  a  very  short  time,  bis  colleagues  will  be  entitled 
to  their  discharge,  leaving  only  him  and  those  who 
agree  with  bim  the  battle  Geld.  He  will  ihen  have 
full  scope  for  bis  'ttal  for  JVorfftem  interati." 
And  we  shall  see  how  he  will  manage  to  silence 
the  fire  of  the  enemy's  gnus;  and  after  taking  them 
to  his  botom,  and  giving  them  the  vantage  ground, 
bow  he  wilt  repel  their  attack.  We  shall  also  learn 
what  thai  "aaxiliary  in  tue  North  of  the  Potomac" 
will  avail  him. 

My  colleague  claims  the  peculiar  office  of  repre- 
seniicg  State  Bights  men.  We  know,  sir,  he  was 
sent  here  for  that  purpose;  but  why  does  he  sit  si- 
lent on  this  floor,  opening  not  his  month,  whilst  a 
host,  with  bitterness  on  their  tongue,  in  the  ranks 
of  his  own  Whig  associates,  are  daily  abasing,  re- 
viling, and  scoffing  at  the  Nnllifiersanl  their  doc- 
trines? Why  does  he  nnite  with  ihem  and  travel 
out  of  bis  way  to  ridicule  and  bring  into  disrepute 
what  be  and^  others  call .  "Southern  aMrwtionsI" 
Why  does  he  attempt  to  blend,  confuse,  and  eon- 
found  the  principles  of  the  State  Rights  party  with 
those  of  the  Federal  party?  Why  does  he  give  hb 
sanction  to  the  profesiiiou  that  Federalism  is  a 
Slate  Rights  view  of  our  syiteml  If  this  be  r«pr«- 
itnUUion,  then  indeed  he  will  be  perfectly  in  order 
to  represent  anti-tariff  constituents  and  defend  a 
protective  tariff. 

He  says  he  is  a  "strict  constroctionist,"  "a  Pba- 
ii«ee  ol  the  Pharisees;"  and  yet,  to  make  himself 
pnelieahle,  he  is  practically  yieldinz  all  construe- 
lion.  To  avoid  being  called  "rigid,"  be  will  meet 
the  "power  in  eat  north  of  the  Potomac"  on  com- 
mon ground. 

What  does  he  mean  by  this  "power  in  utt  north 
of  the  Potomaci"  Will  be  designate  it  by  mea- 
sures, or  intereists,  or  the  names  of  men)  It  is  in- 
cumbent on  my  colleague  to  define  hit  potition.  It 
is  bis  error,  or  bis  weakn«st,  thai,  amidst  (he  flow- 
ers of  rhetoric  and  the  charms  of  oratory,  be  he- 
comes  conspicuously  obscore. 

He  says  I  intimated  in  my  reply  to  the  member 
from  Ohio,  that  my  colleagues  were  missing.  In 
this  he  is  whslly  wrong.  Nothing  was  farther 
from  what  I  did  and  said.  On  the  contrary,  I  gave 
evidence  of  their  presence,  by  turning  to  them  and 
asking  them  to  bear  witness  to  the  grounds  taken 
by  the  members.  They  were  all  present,  and,  as  I 
thought,  they  prepared  to  repel  the  attack,  and  I 


doubt  not  would  have  done  so,  but  for  an  appre- 
benaien  that  it  might  make  the  battle  too  conspicu- 
ous. We  are  glad  they  yet  have  inflaence  enough 
by  tutreaty  or  otherwise,  to  silence  a  put  of  the 
enemy's  artillery.  It  will  at  least  enable  those  of 
us  who  have  been  in  the  front  of  the  engagement, 
to  retire,  wounded,  as  we  are  by  our  adversaries  in 
front,  and  onr  friends  is  the  rear.  We  hope  the 
post  of  honor  will  be  soon  assigned  to  our  colleague, 
and  that,  freed  from  the  annoyance  of  missiles  from 
«  friend  at  bis  back,  he  may  have  the  glory  of  the 
victory.  He  asks  you  "who  I  amV  and  answers 
bis  own  question  by  saying,  I  am  "one  against 
whom  the  voice  of  condemnation  is  gone  forth; 
that  my  constituents  have  not  believed  me,  and 
will  not  believe  me  again."  He  states  irnly,  in 
pari,  bat,  you  have  been  told  before,  is  not  entitled 
to  the  credit  of  givingyon  the  first  information.  He 
would  not  have  repeated  it,  but  lo  purchase  to  him- 
self a  momm/ory  groli/es/ion,  whidt  being  abstain- 
ed from,  would  have  done  his  heart  and  his  bead 
more  credit.  That  my  constituents  have  not  be- 
lieved me  is  admitted,  bat  for  that  they  are  not  to 
blame.  If  there  shall  be  a  loss,  ii  is  theirs.  They 
are  in  pursuit  of  ,  their  own  happiness,  and 
should  pursue  it  in  their  swn  way.  They 
should  effect  it  by  agents  of  their  own  choos- 
ing. It  would  have  been  unwise  in  them 
to  have  attempted  to  effect  their  object  by  aa 
agent  who  differed  from  (hem  as  to  (he  course  to 
be  adopted.  It  is  not  for  me  to  decide  whether  they 
have  acted  wisely  in  selecting  one  who  has  no  po- 
licy of  his  own  touching  their  happiness,  that  he 
may  not  yield,  for  the  honor  of  serving  them,  no 
opinions  which  he  holds  too  rigidly,  to  prevent  a 
meeting  between  him  and  bis  "aiixilMry  power  in 
cut  north  of  the  Potomac." 

Whether  they  "loifl  dit&elteM"  me  or  not,  I  have 
never  stopped  to  inquire,  nor  do  I  now.  So  long  as 
the  duties  of  a  station  assigned  to  me  by  them  re- 
quire me  to  declare  what  I  know,  and  testify  to 
what  I  see,  I  shall  noi  ask  whether  I  shall  be  be- 
lieved. It  is  my  part  to  state  truth — theirs  to  be- 
lieve or  disbelieve.  Neither  can  I  ever  consent  to 
remodel  or  mystify  (he  (rath,  for  (he  credit  of 
being  "believed.'' 

Mycolleague  says,  '  bis  is  wholly  the  antagonist 
position  to  mine  in  politics."  I  am  only  surprised 
at  the  candid  avowal  on  tl^  floor.  If  be  bad  taid 
it  twelve  months  ago,  my  surprise  would  have  pro- 
ceeded from  another  cause.  But  bow  is  it  we  are 
antagonists?  Is  it  in  reference  to  our  views  of  go- 
vernmentt  the  principles  of  JeffersoUj  put  forth  by' 
our  party  in  1833?  I  apprehend  it  if,  and  I  hope 
he  will  deal  as  candidly  wiih  all  his  constituents  as 
be  has  with  me.  /still  h'.ild  lo  them,  and  act  on 
Ihem.  If  he  is  my  antagonist,  he  has  become  so  by 
an  abandonment  of  ihem  iiince  we  w^re  elected. 
When  we  came  here  in  1839,  we  agreed  also  in 
meoture*.  If  we  now  differ,  be  has  changed.  Bstpe- 
cially  did  we  agree  in  the  purpose  to  oppose  tlM 
Whig  party  and  their  measures,  Bank,  tariff,  inter- 
nal improvement,  national  debt,  etc.  How  is  it  he 
DOW  is  my  antagonis?  The  fact  that  be  chose 
Harri-on,  and  I  Van  Buren,  did  not  make  its  so, 
since  by  the  former  he  expeclsd  lo  accomplish  the 
same  which  I  proposed  through  the  latter.  He 
was  told  before  making  that  declaration,  that  if 
the  Whig  Administration  policy  kbould  "rove  what 
be  once  thought,  and  what  a  Sine  Rights  Virginia 
member,  [Mr.  IMLillort.]  a  Whig,  still  thought;  I, 
for  onr,  should  sustain  it  as  freely  as  I  had  Mr. 
Van  Buren's.  This  difference,  therefore,  can  never 
make  us  antagonists;  and  I  can  now  assure  him, 
that  If  he  is  sincere  in  his  profession  of  "strict  con* 
struetion,"  the  State  Rii-bts  principles  of  '98,  in 
his  opposition  to  a  United  States  Bank,  protective 
tariff,  internal  improvements,  rnd  a  public  debt  in 
lime  of  peace;  I  will  consent  not  to  yield  these  mea- 
sures and  principles,  either  to  be  "ielieted"  at  home 
or  lo  conciliate  "o  power  in  esu  north  ejlhe  Potomac." 
He  will  fiod  it  impo;^ibIe  to  be  antagonistical  to 
me,  unless  there  caa  be  an  antagonist  who  is  not 
an  opponent. 

What  I  have  witnessed  at  this  place,  sir,  reminds 
me  forcibly  of  a  remaik  once  made  to  me  by  one 
of  Georgia's  most  gifted  sons,  now  no  more— one 
who  was  eminently  disiinguishej  {6t  the  clearness 
of  bis  conceptions,  the  brevity  and  force  of  bis 
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Uogaagf,  the  eloqnence  of  his  manner,  the  power 
of  his  mtelleci,  and  the  conclanveness  of  his  rea- 
sooing — one  who,  dnring  a  protracted  ferrice 
here,  stood  eonspieaons  for  his  zeal,  his  ardent  de- 
TOiioD  to,  and  consistent  sjipport  of,  the  RepnbUcaa 
policy:  I  mean  ibe  late  Thomas  W.  Cobb. 
Speaking  oC  this  city,  this  QoTemment  and  their 
inllaenets  dnring  one  of  those  moments  of  freedom 
in  conversation,  when  be  was  wont  to  re1rx  into  a 
familiarity  of  expression,  pecnliar  to  himself,  he 
eonelnded  by  siying:  "By  shot,  Mark,  we  send  Re- 
pnblicans  to  Washington,  and  tbey  come  back  Fe- 
deralists." 


DEFBRKi£U  FKUUEEDIM3S. 

HOUSE  OF  RBPRESENTATIVBS, 
TaoRSDiT,  Febraary  35,  1841. 

The  Hoose  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  tlie  NaTal  Appropriation  Bll,  Mr.  SALTON- 
STALL  moved  to  strike  ont  |1,435,000  and  insert 
1300,000  for  the  increase,  repair,  armament, 
etc.  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALI.  spoke  in  stipport  of  bis 
motion  al  considerable  length.  The  appropriation 
reported  in  the  bill  was,  be  said,  wholly  insofficient 
for  the  demands  of  the  Departmenu  It  is  so,  said 
be,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners. 
That  appears  in  every  part  of  their  reports  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy.  The  estimates  presented 
to  Congress  were  not  the  lesall  of  their  own  jodg- 
menis,  founded  on  thtir  knowledge  and  experience, 
bnt  were  cat  down  sn  as  to  bring  them  wiiAin  • 
eertotit  omaunt,  (o  uktcA  lAey  icere  ntbritUd  This 
was  ihe  coarse  tite  last  year  ai  well  as  this.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  forms  the  best  con- 
jectnral  opinion  he  can  as  lo  the  amoant  of  revenue 
for  the  year.  This  is  reported  lo  the  President, 
and  then  it  is  parcelled  nut- among  the  different 
departments  and  branches  of  the  service.  The 
Board  say  expressly,  that  their  estimates  were 
made  "under  the  restriction  that  the  whole  estimate, 
exclusive  of  marines,  shall  not  exceed  |5,035,000." 
This  is  all  wronft,  s>id  Mr.  8.;  ihe  bead  of  the 
Departmenit  with  the  aid  of  the  Commissioners, 
ought  to  state  that  the  present  condition  of  that 
great  branch  of  oor  Qpvernment,  the  Navy,  and 
the  amount  of  appropriation  required.  I  do  not 
say  that  Iheir  opinion  should  be  conclusive.  There 
is  a  tendency  in  all  boards  of  officers  to  magnify 
the  importance  and  the  wants  of  iheir  respective 
departments.  But  tbey  should  make  the  estimates, 
in  the  first  instance,  and  these  shon'd  be  submitted 
to  the  examination  of  the  President  or  the  Cabinet. 
Mr.  6.  then  remarked  on  the  duties  of  the  Board, 
their  experience,  and  the  great  conjdderation  to 
which  their  opinions  are  entitled. 

Mr.  S.  then  referred  to  the  act  of  1840  which 
placed  under  one  bead  appropriations  which  had 
before  been  made  under  several,  and  referred  also 
to  the  repoit  of  ihe  Commissioners  to  show  that, 
after  deducting  from  the  amount  appropriated  in 
the  bill  the  sum  which  the  experience  of  twenty- 
five  years  had  proved  to  be  necessary  "to  preseive 
a  value  in  vessels  and  stores  equal  to  the  original 
cost"'  the  sum  of  f  100,000  only  will  be  left  for  the 
increase  and  improvement  of  the  Navy. 

One  handled  thousand  dollars  for  the  increase 
and  improvement  oft  the  Navy  I  Who  will  say 
that  this  is  saffieie n(?  It  is  a  pitifal  sum  for  the 
service  for  which  it  is  required.  Besides,  we  owe 
a  large  snm  to  the  Naval  appropriations.  We 
have  borrowed  from  the  appropriation  for  the 
gradual  improvement  of  the  Navy,  which  was  to 
be  applied  to  other  purposes,  $670,000  for  the  two 
steam  vessels  now  nearly  completed.  This  ought 
10  be  restored;  this  House  did  restore  it  in  the  ap- 
propriation bill  of  last  year,  but  it  was  slrnck  out 
in  the  Senate,  as  wts  also  an  appropriation  for  be- 
ginning a  third  steam  vessel,  on  account  of  the 
state  of  the  Treasury.  Tbey  applied  to  the  Naval 
bill  the  process  of  incision,  and  annexed  to  the 
Army  and  other  bills  the  extraordinary  prcmu  sub- 
mitting to  Executive  discretion  a  large  portion  of 
the  appropriations. 

Mr.  8.  then  referred  to  the  acts  passed  from 
time  to  lime,  by  which  at  least  |500,000  had  been 
annually  appropriated  for  the  increase  and  iiB- 


provement  of  the  Navy  since  the  year  1816,  the 
last  of  which  expired  in  March,  1840  The  ap- 
propriation, said  be,  is  wholly  insnfficienl.  No 
one  can  read  the  docameots  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment and  have  a  doubt  about  it.  The  Commis- 
-  sioners  tell  us  what  they  want  to  do  with  the  money; 
tbey  want  to  complete  the  two  steam  frigates  "if 
the  necessary  appropriation  is  made;"  they  want 
to  build  a  third  steam  vessel  to  be  propelled  by 
Ericsson's  propeller  by  way  of  expenment,  and 
they  say  that  *'they  were  prevented  from  including 
this  in  the  estimates  for  1840  by  the  supposed  ne- 
cessity of  limiting  the  estimates  to  a  certain 
amount;"  they  want  to  complete  the  frigate  Con- 
gress, a  69  gun  ship,  on  a  new  model,  the  success 
of  which  it  is  important  to  try  before  building 
other  vessels  of  the  saine  class;  and  they  are  desi- 
rous of  replaeiag  the  Goerriete,a  nam*  which  ex- 
cites a  thrill  in  every  American  bosom,  as  it  is 
associated  with  our  first  naval  battle  and  naval 
victory — a  name  which  oogbt  to  be  forever  pre- 
served in  our  Navy.  One  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars for  all  this !  It  is  utterly  inadequate.  Tbey 
must  either  stop  and  not  go  on  to  do  what  the 
gotxl  of  the  coantry  rrqaires,  or  tbey  must  draw 
the  funds  from  other  branches  of  the  service,  and 
of  course  throw  addii  tonal  burdens  ■  on  the  next 
year.  Is  this  wise?  Are  we  reduced  so  low  as  to 
render  this  necessaryt 

Mr  S.  then  spoke  of  the  importance  of  the  Navy; 
its  importance  was  admitted,  it  had  been  ever  since 
the  last  war.  Time  had  been  when  the  Navy  had 
Its  enemies,  but  it  had  long  since  passed.  It  had 
gained  universal  favor  by.  its  gallant  conduct — ^by 
the  glory  it  had  acquired  for  itself  and  the  country. 
He  referred,  also,  to  what  other  nations  were  doing 
for  the  enlargement  of  their  navies,  their  steam- 
ships, Ac  What  would  be  our  situation  (be 
asked)  in  cafe  of  sodden  wail— not  that  he  appre- 
hended it.  He  trnstrd  that  we  should  be  saved 
from  soch  a  calamity.  But  now  was  the  time  to 
prepare  for  an  event  to  which  we  might  be  liable 
But  a  navy  ^said  he)  is  not  required  for  war  alone. 
It  is  essential  for  the  protection  of  our  vast  com- 
merce spread  over  the  globe.  That  was  one  of  the 
reasons  for  its  original  establishment.  Our  Navy 
is  oar  best  representative  every  where,  and  our  best 
protection  from  insult  and  injury.  We  ought  to 
have  a  naval  force  in  every  sea,  where  other  mari- 
time nations  have  established  naval  stations. 

Mr.  S.  then  adverted  to  the  late  saizares  of 
vessels  belonging  to  his  constitnents  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  an  1  contended  that  if  a  proper  naval 
force  had  been  there,  the  oatra^es  in  all  probability 
woald  not  have  occurred.  Then  why  did  not  the 
gectleman  agree  to  the  proposed  amendment? 

The  only  reason  which  can  be  given  is,  the  state 
of  the  Treasury  !  The  money  is  all  gone  I  Is  this 
a  good  reason  t  Will  the  country  sn  consider  it? 
No.  Let  us,  said  Mr.  S.  issue  Treasury  notes, 
or  resort  to  a  loan,  in  any  mode,  rather  than 
snSer  our  Navy  to  languish.  Not  a  permanent 
loan,  for  I  deny  that  there  is  now,  or  ever  was,  a 
party  in  this  country  in  favor  of  a  permanent  debt 
upon  principle;  or  a  eon^ief  of  parties  on'ihis  sub- 
ject, as  has  been  a.sserted  in  a  high  quarter.  Think 
of  the  resources  of  this  great  country;  with  its  im- 
mense commerce,  its  vast  agricultural  prodocts, 
its,  swelling  population,  and  such  a  population,  so 
intelligent,  so  enterprising.  Let  n«  net  then 
make  stinted  appropriations  tor  our  Navy.  Let  us 
grant  all  that  the  Department  really  needs.  We 
owe  it  to  the  navy;  «e  owe  it  to  our  coantry. 

Mr.  S  expressed  the  hope  that  no  party  feelings 
or  considerations  would  be  permitted  to  mingle  in 
the  debate,  or  to  effect  the  decision  of  a  great 
national  question.  I>t  one  institution  be  pre- 
served from  the  contamination  of  party  strife — let 
that  be  otu  gallant  Navy. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  replied,  and  expressed 
his  entire  concurrence  in  the  sentiment  that  the 
Navy  was  a  most  important  arm  of  the  national 
defence;  but  said  that  it  was  necessary,  in  legislate 
ing  in  regard  to  it,  to  look  further  than  this. 
What  had  the  Department,  whose  doty  it  was  to 
superintend  the  whole  subject  of  the  expenditures 
ofOovernment,  submitted  as  an  estimate  of  the 
•notwt  necessary  to  be  •ppropriited  to  this  brucb 


of  the  service  for  the  present  year?  |1,435,000. 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  bad  not  re- 
duced this  amoant  by  a  siogi*  dollar,  bnt  had  in- 
serted it  just  as  it  stood  in  the  appropriation  IhIL 
It  was  true  this  amount  did  not  comport  with  the 
opinions  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Commisaionen; 
but  that  alone  was  not  to  govern  the  House.  If 
the  wishes  ef  thr  se  concerned  in  the  expenditores 
of  each  Department  should  be  complied  with,  the 
expenses  of  the  Government  would  be  enormotH 
iniieed,  exceeding  by  millions  any  heretofbre  known. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Saltok- 
STiLL,J  who  proposed  to  augment  the  appropria- 
tions under  this  single  item  by  the  -unoaat  of 
^75,000,  was  himself  the  man  who  had  the  Boat 
loudly  and  thoroughly  condemned  the  expei>4itares 
of  the  existing  Administration  as  extravagant,  and 
had  promulgated  that  sentiment  throoghoot  evei7 
quarter  of  the  country.  So  had  his  poh'tieal 
friends.  But  the  moment  the  estimates  were 
brought  down  to  a  tnore  reduced  scale,  they  were 
the  first  lo  cry  out  and  denounce  the  Administr*- 
tion  for  its  parsimony.  What  would  snit  the 
honorable  member?  The  estimates  were  cttrefnlly 
made  up  itom  a  view  of  the  whole  subject.  The 
President  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  had  had 
the  full  benefit  of  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Navy 
Commissioners,  on  which  the  gentleman  mainly 
founded  his  amendment;  they  had  been  iii  poaus- 
sion  of  Ihe  fullest  information,  and  had  acted  on  a 
deliberate  consideraiion  of  die  whole.  Tbe  gen- 
tleman was  mistaken  if  he  supposed  tbe  Secreiaiy 
of  the  Treasury  alone  was  coneemtd  in  submitting 
tbe  estimates  of  public  expenditures  to  Congress. 
Tbe  estimates  from  the  other  Departments  were 
not  submitted  to  bis  correction,  but  were  laid  before 
a  joint  meeting  of  the  whole  Cabinet;  they  had 
agreed  on  the  sum  inserted  in  the  bill;  and  what 
was  opposed  to  it?  Tne  naked  opinion  of  the 
Boat  d  of  Navy  Commissioners. 

The  estimates  which  had  heretofore  been  sab- 
mined.  Under  various  heads,  in  separate  sums, 
were  now  directed  to  be  summed  up  under  one 
head  of  the  piesent  item.  The  Commissioners  now 
told  Congress  that  141  per  cent  of  the  whole 
value  of  tbe  Navy  was  required  for  its  repair^  bnt 
tbey  had  changed  their  opinion  on  this  subject, 
having  formerly  considered  10  per  cent,  suffieieat 
In  the  British  s:rvic<*,  the  rate  allowed,  was  131 
per  cent,  bnt  heretofore^  in  our  service,  10  per  cent, 
bad  been  allowed,  and  it  had  proved  to  be  snfi- 
cient.  A  large  amount  of  the  sum  appropriated 
last  year  remained  still  unexpended,  and  the  biB 
now  added  to  that  amount  (11,435,000  more. 

[Mr.  Barnabd  here  inquired  of  tbe  chairman  on 
what  data  it  bad  been  that  the  Secretary  of  dw 
Navy  directed  the  Beard  of  Navy  Commisdonett 
to  graduate  these  estimates  in  such  a  manner,  so 
that  they  should  not  exceed,  in  all,  the  amoaat 
of  #5,035,000)] 

Mr.  Jones  replied  that  he  had  not  inqoiiel 
into  the  reasons  of  ihe  Secretary.  Congress  wete 
in  possession  of  the  most  ample  means  of  asoertaia- 
ing  the  resources  of  the  Qovemment.  Mr.  J.  sap- 
posed  that  five  millions  were  deemed  as  much  as 
could  be  afforded  to  be  applied  to  Uiis  partienlar 
branch  of*  expenditure.  But  they  were  told  by 
gentleman  that  they  must  not  look  to  the  means 
of'  the  Government,  bat  simply  have  regard  ie 
what  amoant  of  money  it  was  desirable  to  expend, 
and  go  on  forthwith  to  appropriate  it.  If  tbe 
money  was  not  in  the  Treasury,  or  to  come  into  it, 
the  Qovemnxnt  could  borrow;  and  why  not?  Bat 
could  such  atiourse  be  deemed  wise  in  a  man^  pri- 
vate concernt.?  Prudent  individuals,  before  ruuuig 
into  debt,  loAed  first  lo  their  means  of  fvjmnfi 
and  the  same  rule  would  apply  lo  tbe  affain  of 
Government.  Many  gentleman  were  ready  to 
make  appropriations  to  any  and  every  amoant  ihat 
could  be  asked,  esteeming  a  national  debt  a 
national  blessing;  but  Mr.  J.  did  not  behwc  lo 
that  school;  he  considered  a  nationnl  dni  a 
national  curse,  and  never  to  be  incurred  »nv«  aa- 
der  the  most  argent  and  nnavoidable  neoesBiiy. 
If  we  were  at  once  to  go  on,  and  build  np  n  navy 
ttot  shonM  compete  with  all  the  naviec  of 
European  powers,  it  was  not  twenty,  nor  Utltf, 
nor  one  hundred  millions  diat  would  pay  th«  ntiaa 
of  it.    Tbf  genUeiaan  bad  complained  ihnt  n  aifs 


Mw.  1841. 


AP4»ENI)rX  to  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  OtOBfe. 


Ht 


S6th  Cono 2in>  Svts.. 


Fortification  Hill — Mr.  Slarkteealhe': 


H.  of  Reps. 


portion  of  the  regalar  fund  for  ihe  gradaal  iocease 
and  impiovement  of  the  N^vy  had  been  diverted 
from  (hat  objfci;  bat  who  had  done  ibisi  Congnts. 
The  fond  had  accnaiulated  to  the  amoant  of 
f  1,500,000;  and  Congress  ihongbt  it  best  to  take  a 
]>art  of  the  money ,  which  would  have  gone  bacb 
into  the  Treasnry,  and  apply  it  to  the  boilding  of 
two  steam  frigates.  Taere  were  ample  materia''s 
on  hand;  and  contracts  bad  been  entered  into  for 
the  meanv- of  conslructing  15  ships  of  the  line,  18 
frieates,  15  sloops  of  war,  9  sieamers,  besides  cop- 
per and  iron,  &a.  These  contracts  were  autho- 
rized by  law;  and  it  was  aacenained  that,  in 
applying  the  money  of  the  fand,  no  incpnveniellee 
wonid  be  sustained.  The  present  bill  allowed 
f780,000  for  the  gradual  increase  and  improve- 
ment of  the  Navy,  and  it  was  founded  on  safer 
data  tbaii  the  saggestions  of  any  individual 
member. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRE3ENTATIVE8, 
Monday  eveninq,  March  1,  1841. 

After  the  recess. 

The  Houie  being  in  Committee 'of  the  Whole  on 
the  fortification  bill,  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means, 

Mr.  POPE  resumed'  his  remarks.  He  nrged  the 
committer  not  to  insist,  at  this  time,  en  any  new 
measares  of  defence:  it  was  better  ti>  postpone  it 
entirely  for  the  new  Administration,  and  let  them 
take  the  entire  responsibility.  He  was  entirely 
vithoui  aathorily  to  speak  for  that  Administration, 
bnt  should  lend  it  hisi  honest  and  hearty  support. 
He  gave  credit  to  Mr.  Van  Baren  fur  the  pacific 
course  be  had  puiAued.  He  warned  gentlemen  not 
to  tell  the  nation  they  could  not  be  kicked  into  a 
war:  it  was  dangerous  language  to  so  pzciiable  a 
people.  Give  the  new  Adtainistraiion  fair  oppor- 
toaity  to  ward  off  the  natlunal  dangers  if  it  coald 
he  done  with  honor  and  propriety.  He  sboald 
make  no  war  speeches  and  no  war  reports.  He 
coscloded  by  advising  his  friends  (o  suffer  the  bill 
to  pass. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  addressed  the  committee  at  some 
length  in  favor  of  an  increased  appropriation  for 
Bjston  harbor. 

Mr.  HAND  was  opposed  to  amendieg  this  bill 
by  inserting  the  items  from  anr>ther  bill.  Mr.  H. 
was  one  who  believed  we  should  have  war.  Eng- 
land could  not  siutain  herself  long  without  it;  he 
depreealid,  however,  all  excitement  of  feeling. 
He  hoped  the  conduct  of  the  people  on  the  borders 
would  not  be  rathly  condemned;  they  certainly 
had  received  great  provocations.  He  believed  the 
new  improvements  in  war  wc  re  no  objection  to 
forts;  England  did  not  think  so,  for  she  wasrepair- 
ing  old  ones  and  bnil<fing  new.  What  we  chiefly 
wanted  was  .lufficient  fcrires^es  and  well-stored  ar- 
senals. This  lesson  was  langbi  us  by  the  expe- 
rience of  the  last  war.  (He  here  pAJd  si  me  com- 
plini'nis  tn  the  militia,  not  very  plainly  heard  by 
the  Reporter.)  Mr.  H.  obssrved  that  the  whole 
sum  nce'de:!  for  the  entire  system  of  fortress  de- 
fence would  cost  Qs  but  tixieen  millions.  He 
pleaded  the  necessity  and  expediency  of  a  fortress 
in  his  own  district. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  JAMESON, 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  of  Ohio,  gave  notice 
that  he  should  di^^cuss  (he  question  at  large,  and 
tboald  not  address  this  commiitee  alone,  but  the  na- 
sion  at  large.  It  had  bsen  said  the  Northern  fron- 
tier was  at  the  mercy  of  her  Britannic  Majesty;  but 
yonrgOhio  wa^  ready  to  meet  her  Majesty;  they 
bad  there  a  fortification  which  she  could  not  ovei- 
come,  no,  not  with  the  aid  of  Russia  and  France. 
She  invited  the  foe  to  come,  and  rhe  would  make  a 
i>laoghter-house  and  burying  ground  of  her  soil. 
The  Ea.st  were  a  nation  of  beggars;  a  pale-faced 
people,  who  rah  behind  a  fort;  the  people  of  the 
West  meet  the  enemy  on  the  open  field.  The 
American  people  have  never  yielded  their  stripe* 
and  stars  to  the  British  lien;  (he  meant  on  the  wa- 
ter.) Perry  bad  covered  the  whole  lakes  with  glo- 
ry. Mr.  S  said  be  intended  to  speak  the  ba'ance 
•f  the  se  sion — not  on  the  question  before  the  com* 
nittee,  for  be  did  not  know  what  that  was.  Con- 
neciieot  gave  him  birth,  and  what  little  bringing  up 
■  he  had,  be  got  there.  He  complimented  their  enter- 
itw,  bat  cbaiged  them  with  a  Jove  ef  gaia. 


The  CHAIR  called  the  gentleman  to  order,  and 
required  him  to  confine  himself  to'  the  question. 

Mr.  S.  insisted  he  had  a  right  to  i^peak  on  the 
prospects  of  war,  and  the  nrcefiily  of  defence.  He 
derided  the  idea  of  defending  Maine,  because  one 
Cape  Cod  fiiberman  coald  whip  twenty  British 
sailors  on  the  ocean;  so  could  one  Ohio  ranger  do 
the  like  to  twenty  British  soldiers  on  land.  We 
had  now  a  hero  in  the  chair — a  hero  at  the  head  of 
the  nation;  he  wonld  whip  them  as  he  did  at  Tippe- 
canoe. The  Indians  had  rarried  away  their  scalps, 
but  it  was  confidently  said  that  thirty  were  killed. 
This  hero  was  to  fight — with  whom?  With  a  wo- 
man. Without  money  and  almost  without  men  he 
had  whipped  the  British;  and  yet  now  i(  was  sfid 
we  should  be  whipped  to  death.  No.  AlrericaDS 
never  were  whipped  with  equal  advantages.  With 
General  Harrison  at  oar  head,  no  nation  dare  at- 
tack us.  H*  was  a  son  of  the' mother  of  States, 
bnt  he  h<id  lived  in  Ohio;  they  knew  him  when  he 
was  the  clerk  of  a  connting-honse;  and  he  had 
burnt  more  wigwams  which  were  desetied  than 
any  man  living.  This  argument  was  conclusive. 
The  House  most  be  convinced;  it  was  now  tiiiie 
to  convinc  the  galleries.  He  here  quoted  tome 
versee,  and  then  said  he  shonld  addret^s  himself  to 
the  fairest  and  most  beloved  portion  of  our  people. 
Freedom  of  action,  and  of  speech  were  constiiniion- 
al  right,  (this  was  an  episode;)  and  if  he  liad  the 
power  of  keeping  the  committee  in  order  till  the  4tfa 
of  March,  he  wished  to  reply  to  some  remarks 
made  three  weeks  ago.  He  had  so  no  nation  dared 
attack  as  with  our  beloved  hero  at  the  bead  of  the 
nation.  It  had  been  said  that  the  election  of  Gen, 
Harrison  settled  the  qaestioa  that  a  tariff  law  was 
to  be  passed. 

The  6H AIR  interposed  and  reminded 'Mr.  S: 
that  the  tariff  was  not  in  eider. 
.  Mr.  S.  insisted  that  it  mui't  be,  to  show  how  Jhe 
money  in  this  bitl  was  to  be  raised.  Some  believed 
that  a  called  session  was  necessary  to  pass  a  law 
laying  dutiei  onsilbs  and  wines. 

The  CHAIR  again  called  Mr.  S.  to  order. 

Mr.  S.  said  it  had  been  said  there  was  a  deficien- 
cy in  the  Treasury;  it  had  been  full — was  now 
empty,  and  did  not  contain  money  ennngh  to  jiiigle 
on  a  tombxtone;  yet  gentlemen  now  asked  more 
money  to  fortify  a  country  that  needed  no  fortifica- 
tion, and  to  increase  a  navy  which,  when  not  half 
iif  present  number,  whipped  the  navy  of  England. 
The  treasures  of  the  country  had  been  squandered, 
it  was  raid,  in  erecting  palaces  of  more  than  Eavt- 
ern  magnificence. 

Mr.  S.  was  then  about  te  speak  of  the  inconsif- 
tenoy  of  the  Opposition  in  relation  to  the  furnitore 
at  ibe  White  House,  when 

Mr.  EVERETT  heite  called  to  order  on  the 
ground  of  irrelevancy. 

Mr.  BEATTY,  Yes,  that  is  always  the  case. 
When  any  of  our  party  are  about  to  tell  gentlemen 
things  rtiey  do  not  like,  they  always  Shout  "order." 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  relieve  the  commiitee  of 
all  onplea'sant  feeling.  He  had  rat  here  for  three 
months  subject  to  the  same  inconveDience.  If  he 
believed  that  others,  who  could  not  speDk  a  whit 
belter  than  he,  could  be  stopped  in  like  manner,  he 
would  take  his  s»at;  but  otherwise  he  could  assure 
grntlemen  he  should  speak  till  the  blusl'es  of  the 
4lh  of  March  appeared. 

The  qnes'ion  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Smith, 
propos'ng  to  insert  >6,6O0  for  Forts  Preble  and 
Scammel,  in  Portland  harbor,  and  $4,000  for  re- 
pairing forts  at  W'Scasset,  Damaris-cotta,  Casline, 
and  Eastport,  in  Maine,  was  then  pnt.and  decided 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  CROsS  moved  an  amendment  for  Fort 
Wayne,  #50,000.  He  earnestly  pressed  the  neces- 
sity of  such  a  woik.  The  Indians  were  already 
much  embittered  against  the  Government;  and  if 
they  saw  it  neglecting  the  frontier,  wonld  be  em- 
boldened to  inake  an  attack.  They  were  not  then 
in  a  condition  (o  repel  invasion;  and  the  Govern- 
ment was  bound  by  treaty  to  preserve  peace 
among  the  Indians,  and  between  them  and  the  set- 
tlers. 

Mr.  JONES  opposed  the  amendment.  The  pre- 
sent bill  applied  only  to  works  bfgun;  the  army  bill 
contained  some  provisions  for  the  Western  fronii-  r; 
this  bill  was  not  the  proper  plac*  lor  them,    The 


site  of  this  fort  was  notoriously  unhealthy,  and 
it  was  proposed  to  remove  the  site  of  the  fortifi- 
cations. 

Mr.  CROSS  urged  bis  point,  saying  that  it  wonld 
be  destmction  to  that  region  for  tbie  Government  to 
withdraw  from  peints  now  fortified. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  New  Hampshire  opposed 
Ihe  amendment  in  a  speech  of  some  length.  The 
object  embraced  in  the  amendment,  he  said,  was 
not  of  soflScient  importance  to  justify  an  increased 
expenditure.'  He  bad,  at  all  timts,  labored  to  keep 
down  expenditures  as  tow  as  practicable,  with  a 
proper  regard  to  the  pu'blic  interest,  and  to  preserve 
a  financial  policy  simple  and  economical;  and  he 
could  not  D«w,  just  at  the  time  the  people  had  been 
deduced  into  a  belirff  that  the  txpenaa  of  the  Admi- 
nistration were  exirayagani,  vote  to  increase  them, 
nntil  the  true  character  of  the  past  expenditures 
were  better  understood  by  the  people.  He  then 
proceeded  to  show  that  the  ezpenditnres  of  the 
Administration  for  the  ordinary  and  permanent 
purposes  of  the  Government  had  been  reduced 
below  that  oil  an)  preceding  Administration,  and 
to  defend  i^s  igeneral  measnrea,  policy,  and  princi- 
ples. 

The  question  being  pat  on  the  amendment,  it 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  KEMBLE  mAved  an  amendment  for  forti- 
flraiions  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Champlain, 
150.000. 

Mr.  KxMBLE  moved  an  additional  section,  allow- 
ing ihe  President  power  to  trt;n;fer  the  appropria- 
tions in  the  bill. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
thereto  the  following  section: 

"For  reoppropriations  of  several  amounts  car- 
ried to  the  Eurplus  fund  for  the  objects  hereinafter 
named:  v 

"For  continuing  works  at  Buffalo  harbor, 
f5,869. 

"For  erecting  a  mound  or  sea  wall  along  the  pe- 
ninsula separating  Lake  Erie  from' Buffalo  creek, 
f  3,4  63. 

"For  the  sea  wall  for  the  preservatirji  of  Fair- 
weather  island,  and  repairing  the  breakwater  of 
Black  Rork,  in  Conn«eticut,  f3,800. 

"For  the  consiruotion  of  a  road  from  Tallahas- 
see to  lola,  in  Florida,  $9,900. 

"For  the  military  road  from  Port  Ciawford  to 
Pert  Howard,  J232. 

''For  Wilmingtpn  harbor,  Delaware,  |3,4 11. 

"For  the  improvement  of  the  inland  channel  be- 
tween St.  Mary's  and  St.  John's,  f  6,102. 

"For  the  improvement  of  Dog  river  bar  and 
Choc'aw  pass.in  Mobile  harbor,  j^7,134. 

"For  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  Ashtabula 
creek,  Ohio,  $369. 

"For  the  improvement  of  Cleveland  harbor, 
Jl,16«." 

Mr.  EvAMs  explained  the  amendment  to  be  for 
the  reappropriation  of  certajnsmall  amounts  which 
had  gone  back  into  the  Treasury.  It  bad  been 
earnestly  recommended  by  tlie  War  and  Treasury 
Department^.  The  Secretary  of  War  had  been 
about  to  draw  the  money,  but  was  dis«uaded  from 
doing  So  by  the  persuasions  ef  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  under  the  assurance  Ihal  it  should  be 
reappropriaied.  The  sums  were  small,  and  were 
chiefly  intended  to  keep  in  preservation  the  public 
prop>-ity,  now  io  exposed  that  the  Department  of 
War  had  not  a  dollar  to  pay  a  man  to  take  cue  of 
tools.  If  this  prevailed,  Mr.  Evans  should  move 
a  general  sum  of  |50,000  for  the  preservation  of 
public  prorerty  in  various  other  portions  of  the 
country.    This  was  a  mere  reappropriation. 

Mr.  JONES  inquired  for  Mr.  Evans's  authority 
for  what  he  had  said  relating  to  the  understanding 
between  the  War  and  Treasury  Departments. 

Mr.  EVANS  replied  that  his  authority  was  that 
of  the  Head  of  the  War  Department,  from  whom 
he  quoted  a  letter  in  his  hand. 

Mr.  JONES  snbmitled  whether  this  amendment 
was  in  order  on  an  appropriation  bill,  to  appropriate 
for  roads,  harbors,  Ac 

The  CHAIR  ruled  the  amendment  to  be  oat  of 
order. 

Mr.  JONES  moved  that  the  csmmiitee  rise  and 
report  the  bill;  but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  re- 
qaest  of 
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Mr.  W.  THOMPSON,  who  moTed  an  amend- 
meot  for  the  preservalioa  of  the  site  of  Fart  John- 
■on.  harbor  of  Cbarletton,  Soath  Carolina,  |16,000; 
Ihf  caie  was  precisely  similar  to  that  in  an  amend- 
ment  which  had  been  adopted. 
'  Mr.  T.  read  docamtnts  from  the  Department 
ihoving  the  need  of  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  HOLMES  ezplaiaed  ihe  facts  and  support, 
ed  the  motion  of  his  colleagne,  orging  the  necessity 
-ot  a  speedy  application  of  aid  to  save  the  fort 
from  being  nndermioed  by  the  sea.  He  protested, 
in  the.name  of  a  commercial  people,  against  the 
ivemnness  and  parsimony  which  had  marked  the 
proceedings  of  the  Administration  on  these  sub- 
jects. He  was  a  friend  of  that  Administration,  but 
he  could  not  approve  of  this.  Mr.  H.  said  he  did 
dread  a  war;  and  he  reproached  the  commiiiee 
with  their  ioeiiness  in  making  preparations  to  meet 
the  case. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  an  amendment  for  the 
porchase  ef  an  arsenal  in  Cbailesten.  In  that  ciiy 
tltere  was  neither  arsenal  nor  custom-hon^e  belong- 
ing 10  the  United  Stales.  If  Ihii  epportunity  was 
lost,  Ihe  building  used  would  be  bought  by  a  pri- 
Yaie  individual. 

Mr.  JONES  objected  to  the  a<nendmentr  and  the 
CHAIEl  ruled  it  out  of  order. 

The  question  now  coming  up  on  Mr.  Kxmblb's 
amendment,  giving  the  President  power  to  transfer 
appropriations, 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  it  was  unnecessary,  the 
President  kaviog  that  power  alre^y.by  law. 

The  amendmeirt  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  IBMESON  moved  to  add  an  appropriation 
of  |35,000  for  Fort  Leavenworth.  He  supported 
the  motion  by  come  remarks,  observing  that  ii  was 
founded  on  an  eirtimale.  Fort  Leavenworth  was 
the  key  of  the  Missouri  frontier.  Why  it  was  over- 
looked by  the  Cemmiitee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he 
oould  not  conceive. 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  HABERSHAM  offered  an  amendment  of 
.f5,D00  for  a  fart  at  Savannah,  to  preserve  it  in  snme 
state  of  repair.  Tlie  Department  had  recommend- 
edJSO.OOO. 

The  item  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CRANSTON  moved  |I3,000  forcomplet- 
iag  a  dyke  for  the  light-house  on  Qoat  Island.  He 
•tated  the  great  want  of  the  completion  of  this 
work.  The  want  of  it  was  a  great  annoyance  tc 
the  commerce,  not  only  of  Rhude  Island,  but  from 
•II  other  quarters. 

The  amendment  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CROSS  moved  a»  amendment  of  |10,0O0 
for  a  military  post  on  the  western  border  of  Ar- 
kansas. 

Ruled  ont  of  order. 

Mr.  JONES  moved  for  the  rising  of  the  com- 
■littec. 

Which  prevailing,  thecommittee  rose  and  report- 
ed the  bill  and  ameodmenis  to  the  House. 

Mr.  W&LLER  moved  the  previous  qutstion; 
which  was  seconded,  put,  and  carried. 

The  ameodmenis  10  the  bill  were  read. 

The  iiem  for  Fori  Macon,  North  Carolina,  hav- 
ing been  read,  and  the  question  being  on  concur- 
rence, the  yea<  and  nays  were  demanded  and  or- 
dered; and,  beinit  taken,  resulied  as  folkiwed: 
Yeays  79,  nays  53. 

So  the  amendment  was  carried. 

The  other  amcDdments  having  been  then  agreed 
to— 

The  bilf  was  ordered  to  its  third  reading,  read  a 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  JONES  sent  a  rest'lution  to  the  Chair,  sus- 
pending the  joint  m'e  of  the  two  Houses  which  pro- 
Tides  that  "no  bill  or  resolution  ibat  shall  have 
passed  the  House  shall  be  seat  lo  the  Senate  for 
concurrence  on  either  of  the  three  last  days  of  the 
session,"  so  far  as  the  Army.  Navy,  Indiiin,  Forii* 
ftcaiion,  Military  Academy,  and  two  other  small 
appropriation  bills  which  passed  the  House  on  Sa*' 
tui^ay  nigh',  are  conceied,  which  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  North  Carolina  moved  to 
adjourn,  but  wiihdrew  the  motion. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

Bb.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  moved  to  suspend 
he  ralea  to  take  from  the  table  the  Senate  bill  to 


continue  the  corporate  existence  of  the  Banks  of 
the  District  of  Cidombia. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  said  he  would  not 
debate  the  bill;  all  he  wished  was,  that  a  silent  Vote 
be  taken. 

Mr.  WBLLER  moved  to  adjourn  at  a  few  mi- 
nutes before  8  o'clock,  p.  m. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  North  Carolina  a^ced  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WBLLBR  withdrew  the  motion,  but  it  was 
'immediately  renewed  by  another  member. 

Tbe  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  rcHilted  as 
follows:  Yeas  39,  nays  103. 

So  tht  House  refused  to  adjaurn. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  a  call  of  the  Hoase. 

Mr.  LEWIS  WILLIAMS  moved  to  adjourn. 

The  "tna  and  nays  were  djmpnded,  bat  refused. 

And  thereupon  the  Honse,  at  a- quarter  past  eight 
o'clock,  adjourned. 


REMARKS  OP   MR.   NICHOLSON, 

OF  TENNESSEE, 
In  SeiuUt,  February  16,  1841— .The  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Hubbard  lo  include  trading  and 
other  incorporated  companies  in  tbe  "bill  to  es- 
tablish a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy,"  being 
under  consideration — 

Mr.  NICHOLSON  addrened  the  Senate  as 
follows: 

Mr.  PaHtD^rr:  I  have  no  dispoeition  to  pro- 
tract Ihe  debate,  which  has  already  been  continned 
uoiil  it  has  lost  much  of  its  intenst  in  the  Senate. 
I  should  be  content  with  giving  silent  votes  against 
the  bill  and  the  proposed  amendment,  but  for  the 
fact  that  such  voles  miicht  be  subject  to  miscon- 
strttotion.  Without  troubling  tbe  Senate,  therefore, 
with  an  elaborate  ar|^ment,  I  will  only  tax  its 
patience  with  a  brief  staiement  of  the  reasons 
which  will  govern  me  in  voting  upon  the  measure 
under  diviussios. 

Nothing  but  the  high  obli^aiion  imposed  by  a 
sense  of  duty  could  restrain  me  from  gratifvisg 
my  own  feelings,  by  supporting  a  proposition 
which  appealseo  powerfully  to  our  humanity.  If 
evidence  were  wanted  of  the  immense  amount 
and  extent  of  the  distress  and  snflering  which  ex- 
itx  in  every  portion  and  in  every  rank  and  oi'Udi- 
tion  of  our  country,  enuugh  to  sau>f/  any  mind 
may  be  found  in  the  memorials  which  are  daily 
presenie.l  h«re,  cabling  upon  us  to  interpose  relief 
by  passing  a  bankrupt  law.  There  are  high  con- 
siderations of  public  policy,  as  well  as  of  humanity, 
which  strongly  incline  me  to  lend  a  favorable  ear 
to  these  numerous  appeah.  lam  satisfied  that 
whilst  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  law  would  open 
a  rpeedy  way  lo  the  deliverance  of  thousands  of 
honest,  but  unfortunate,  dcbiorc,  who  have  fallen 
Victims  to  the  abuses  of  the  credit  system,  it 
would,  at  the  same  time,  restore  their  energies, 
and  enable  them  to  become  again  valuable  mem- 
bers of  society.  I  hold  that,  in  too  many  cases, 
the  man  who  is  bowed  down  under  a  weight  of  in- 
debtedness, from  which  be  cannot  hope  to  relieve 
himself  by  his  own  exertion*,  is  worth  hut  little  to 
himself,  his  family,  or  his  country.  ,    . 

But  whilst  I  thus  frankly  acknowledged  the  force 
of  these  high  and  humane  considerations,  doty 
demands  that  I  shall  not  forget  the  true  nature 
and  character  of  the  remedy  proposed  for  relief. 
We  are  called  upon  to  step  in  bei«een  ihe  creditor 
and  his  debtor,  and,  by  the  exercise  of  an  extra- 
ordinary power,  -ia  annul  their  contracts  entered 
into  voloniarily,  and  upon  valuable  considerations. 
We  are  appealed  to  (or  relief,  by  prooonneing 
, bends,  entered  into  with  all  formality  and  solemnity, 
null  and  void:  to  enter  the  very  ismplesof  justice, 
to  close  their  door  against  the  creditor,  and  even 
to  vacate  the  very  records  of  the  courts;  and  all 
this  we  are  called  upon  to  do,  without  the  consent, 
and  even  again'tt  the  remonstrances  of  the  credi'or. 
That  such  a  power  exists  in  Congress,  and  in  Con- 
gress alone,  is  conceded,  at  least  so  far  as  the 
trading  part  of  the  community  in  concerned.  But 
the  history  of  our  country  proves  that  it  has  laid 
dormant  in  the  Ci.nstitniioo,  wiih  tbe  exception  of 
abont  three  years,  during  our  whole  existence  as 
a  Gtoverament.    I  infer  from  this  fact,  that  there 


is  a  settled  repugnance  in  tbe  American  rhararlw 
to  the  exercise  of  a  power  which  interfere*  with 
individnal  contracts.  Our  history  is  marked  wi4 
periodical  revulsions  in  the  monetary  aflaixs  ef 
the  country,  attended,  time  after  time,  with  a  de- 
gree of  suffering  andbankruptcy  equal,  at  least  ia 
amount  and  extent,  to  that  which  now  exists,  la 
every  such  instance,  except  one,  the  naiivceaff. 
{lies  of  our  countrymen  have  enabled  them  to  i*. 
cover  from  their  embarrassments  without  tbe  ia- 
terference  of  this  GovernmenL  On  one  ofraaiw 
only  was  a  bankiupt  law  resorted  to;  and  then, 
although  enacted  to  eontinae  in  force  for  bat  f  ve 
years,  it  was  permitted  to  stand.in  force  for  hM 
three  years. 

But  there  is  another  consideration  eonnected 
with]  the  subject,  which  goes  far  in  dettnninii( 
my  vote.  Amidst  that  heavy  mats  of  meoiorUi 
under  which  oar  tables  are  groaning,!  liod not  oas 
from  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent.  The  citizens  of  that  Sute  have  not 
escaped  the  calamities  which  have  fallen  wpon 
Ihe  enterprising  in  other  portions  of  the  eoiutry. 
They,  too,  have  pushed  the  credit  system  to  an  ex- 
treme pdint,  and  they,  too,  are  reaping  tbe  bitter 
consequences.  But,  so  far,  ihey  are  enduring  thtia 
fate  silently,  anil,  I  trast,  are  appealing  locoea*- 
fully  to  tbe  resources  of  industry  and  economy  for 
relief.  It  is  certain,  at  least,  that  their  vohies  baTC 
not  been  heaid  in  this  chamber. 

Under  the  influence  of  such  eonsideratimie,  I 
cannot,  at  this  time,  consent  to  exercise  a  pow 
so  delicate  and  responsible.  But,  in  comiBg  to 
this  conclusion,  candor  requires  me  to  state,  that 
if,  upon  more  mature consideniioa,  I  shall  becowe 
convinced  that  the  exercise  of  this  power  ought  to 
be  resorted  to,  and  especially  if  the  devrlopmeBl* 
of  public  sentiments  in  my  own  S'aie shall  iadicaie 
a  wish  for  snch  relief,  I  shall  not  feel  myself  so 
committed  by  my  present  course,  as  te  preeiade 
me  from  acting  differenily  herealter. 

Having  said  ihgs  much  in  explanation  of  my 
vote  on  Ihe  original  bill,  I  will  now  proceed  to  ex- 
amine the  amenilment  proposed  by  the  SeDMar 
from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr,  HitBBaBD.]  Thai 
amendment  proposes  to  place  banking  and  oilier 
trading  corpuraiions  rm  the  same  fooiinx  with  is- 
dividual  traders.  If  they  are  at  any  lima  aaaUa 
or  unwilling  to  redeem  their  notes  with  spedr,  and, 
upon  demand  made,  refuse  so  lo  do,  ihey  are  by 
this  amendment  to  be  declared  bankrupt,  and  be 
placeil  in  ibe  hands  of  commissioners,  their  aifaitt 
wound  up,  and  ibeir  effects  distribnicd  amoagit 
their  creditors.  It  is  designed  to  operate  ss  a 
preventive  measure  against  tbe  frequent  Kcurrcae* 
of  those  fatal  expansitns  and  contractions  of  the 
bank  paper  currency,  which  lie  at  the  bottom  of 
the  ruin  and  distress  which  never  fail  to  follow 
these  abuses  of  ihe  credit  system. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  such  a  restrictioB  WooM 
go  far  towards  checking  and  limiting  the  isMtes  of 
banks.  That  it '  would  secure  an  entirely  stable 
currency  would  be  more  than  ecu  Id  be  reasonably 
anticipated.  So  long  as  that  radical  defect  k 
our  system  of  banking  continues,  of  uniting  it 
the  same  corporation  the  right  of  lending  and  of 
creating  currency,  expansions  and  contraetioas  ia 
some  extent  must  txist.  Our  whole  txperienee 
folly  demoDstrates  the  necessity  ofadopiiiig  some 
some  remedy  which  will  limit  the  rainoos  KS- 
dency  to  ccnstant  fluctuations  in  tbe  eunenqr  of 
the  country.  On  this  question  there  can  be  bu 
one  sentiment  in  this  country.  The  disaaun 
which  have  from  time  to'iime  befallen  every  it. 
terest  in  society,  arising  from  rapid  changes  aad 
vacillations  in  Ihe  prices  of  property  and  the  to- 
wards of  labor,  produced  in  every  instance  by  snd- 
den  contractions  of  an  expand^  currency,  have 
been  so  many  powerful  arguments,  going  t» 
strengthen  and  confirm  ibis  sentiment. 

The  only  question  now  open  with  the  peopl*  is 
that  #hieh  relates  to  the  best  means  of.  secariaf 
some  degree  of  subility  in  the  oarreney. 

A  portion  of  the  present  Oppositioa  party  auii. 
tain,  that  a  National  Bank  would  furnish  tlw  meit 
effectual  remedy.  In  support  of  their  propositiea, 
they  have  a  stereotyped  argument,  which  they  batw 
urged  for  years  wiui  nnoeasing  Mai  aad  with  ao 
little  effect.    That  a^ment  is,  that  a  Watisaal 
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Bank  is  needed  as  >  bead  to  the  baoking  system,  lo 
coatrol,  restnio,  aod  r«{;ala(e  the  operatioas  of  the 
SMte  iaslimtioBS.  We  deny  that  saeh  aa 
iastiiaiion  wenid  hare  the  disposition,  even  if 
it  posseased  the  power,  to  restrain  and  regalate  the 
State  banlc5.  We  maintain  that,  from  iis  very  na- 
ture and  organization,  it  would  bare  the  same  in- 
terests, and  woald  be  acttiated  by  the  same  motives; 
and  wonld,  eon.iequently,  follow  the  same  line  of 
policy  which  has  characterized  the  operations  of 
the  State  banks.  Instead  of  acting  as  a  regulator, 
we  maiataia  that  it  would  set  an  example,  and  lead 
tin  way,  in  expanding  and  contracting  whenever 
its  intereat,  or  the  interest  of  its  political  friends, 
dictated  either  eoorse;  and  that  the  State  banks 
wonld  follow  the  example  either  from  the  same  mo- 
tiTca  of  interest,  or  because  of  their  inibility  to  re- 
nt the  ioflnence  of  the  example.  We  maintain 
that  the  history  of  the  late  United  States  Bank,  both 
as  a  National  and  State  institution,  folly  sustains 
oar  positions. ' 

TIm  Amerieaa  people  are  jealous  of  a  great  cen- 
tral moneyed  power,  the  leading  recommendation 
of  which  is  its  capacity  to  control  the  State  insli- 
rations.    They  see  in  it  the  power  of  regulating, 
without  restraint  or  responsibility,  the  ralae  of 
their  property  and  their  labor,  whilst  its  political 
energies  would  be  irresistible.    Hence  it  is,  that  the 
friei^  of  a  National  l^nk  succeed  best  in  times  of 
panic  and  embarrassment  in  urging  their  proposi- 
tion.   Seeiag  ao  other  iounediate  prospect  of  relief, 
the  people  relax  their  antipathies  to  a  National 
Baak,  and  lend  a  tavorable  ear  to  the  appeals  of 
hank  men.    But  whilst  we  thus  confidently  contro- 
vert the  efficacy  of  the  measure  proposed  by  onr 
opponents,  still  we  agree   with  them  ia    the  eenti- 
BMut,  that  some  remedy  is  necessary  for  our  disor- 
dered and  defective  system  of  currency.    One  of 
ttw  chief   recommendations   of  the  Independent 
Trearary  system  to  the  people,  was  the  promLje 
which  it  held  oat  of  realfaining,  to  some  exient,  the 
excessive  issues  of  State  banks.    Whilst  that  great 
aseassre  rests  for  its  claims  to  support  upon  other 
principles,  I  doubt  whether  it  did  not  receive  the 
public  approbation  mainly  hecause  it  promised   to 
operate  as  a  partial  regulator  of  the  State  banks. 
When  the  constitutional  Treasury  system  was  pre- 
aanted  to  the  people  as  an  antagonist  measure  to  a 
National  Sank,  the  condition  of  the  times  gave  to 
onr  opponents  a  decided  advantage  in  that  issue. 
The  people  saw  the  bank  paper  rapidly  withdraw- 
ing from  eiftulation,  the  prices  of  property  and  of 
labor  rapidly  sinkmg,  with  min  and  bankruptcy 
following  in  the  train  of  the  contraction  of  the  cnr- 
itttcy.    They  desired  relief — more  circolation.  We 
preaented    the  Independent  Treasury    system-  as 
a  means  of  safety  to  the  Oovernmeni;   but  we 
did  not   propose    relief  by   increasing    the  car- 
reney.     Our   opponents    presented    a    National 
Bank;   and    with    that  they  promised  to  afford 
reliel,  by   gratifying  the  wishes  of    the    people 
for  aa  increase  of  circulating  medium.    Amidst 
the  panic  and    pressure,  the   great  purposes   of 
the  Independent  Treasury  were  either  overlooked 
or  grossly  misrepresen'ed;  whilst  the  Nttional 
Banc  interest    was    strengthened,    becaase    that 
meaiure  was  more  in  harmony  with  the  feelings  of 
the  thnes.    These  two  measures  are  by  no  means 
necessarily,  or  even  properly,  antagonists  of  each 
other.    If  a  National  Bank  is  ever  established,  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  intrusted  with  the  cnstody  and 
the  OS*  of  the  public  money;  but  that  such  an  in- 
ititation  may  be  disconnected  from  the  Govem- 
ment,  and  operate  within  its  proper  eommeretal 
sphere. 

I  have  referred  to  the  late  isehe  between  the  In- 
dependent Treasury  system  and  a  National  Bank, 
by  way  more  fully  of  establishing  the  proposition, 
that  the  whole  people,  of  every  political  division, 
ate  united  ia  the  sentiment  that  soma  effectual  pres 
ycntive  against  the  disorders  of  the  currency  ouaht 
to  be  applied.  Oar  opponents  have  proposed  their 
lemedy — it  is  a  great  central  bank.  We  have  pro- 
posed no  remedy — literally  none— which  holds  out 
the  promise  of  a  corrective. 
I  Can  it  be  wise  to  wait  longer  tin  the  Stalest 

Surely  we  must  now  be  satisfied  that  the  Stales 
I  either  cannot  or  will  not  apply  tht  correciive  to 
I      their  banks.    Upon  the  doetrioa  that  thalr  chutelk 


of  incorporatidn  are  contracts  between  the  Slates 
and  the  corporators,  it  is  certain  that  the  States,  in 
very  many  instances,  have  surrandered  the  power 
of  reforming  their  banking  institutions.  If  tbey 
still  posseis  the  power,  they  can  t)ever  act  ia  eon- 
cert  m  adopting  the  necessary  measare s.  In  die 
present  condition  of  things,  we  must  either  snb- 
mit  to  the  creation  of  a  National  Bank,  with 
all  its  dangers,  or  we  mast  await  the  inevi- 
table destruction  .which  mast,  sooner  or  later,  be- 
fal  the  present  hanking  aystem,  and  then  take  our 
position  on  an  exclusive  metallic  circulation;  or, 
which  would  be  worse,  wa  must  give  ourselves  up 
to  a  permanent  inconvertible  bank  paper  System. 
For  my  own  part,  I  have  no  intention  to  abide  by 
either  of  these  alternatives.  I  believe  the  power 
exiits  in  Congress  to  apply  a  remedy  to  ihe  State 
banks,  and  I  bold  it  to  be  our  duty  to  exercise  that 
power. 

I  know  that  there  are  some  who  cherish  a  jea- 
lousy towards  the  exercise  of  Federal    powers, 
which  amounts,  in  some  cases,  almost  to  fastidi- 
onsnete.    I  do  not  yield,  even  to  them,  in  my  devo- 
ticn  to  the  reserved  rights  of  the  States;  bat,  at 
the  same  time,  I  feel  myself  under  obligations, 
equally  as  high,  to  maintain  the  powers  delegated 
to  this  (Sovemment.    But  is  the  application  of  a 
bankrupt  law  by  Congress  to  trading  corporations 
any  encroachment  upon  the  rights  of  the  State^l 
If  these  corporations  were  parts  of  the  machine- 
ry of  the  Slate  Oovernmenis,  and  were   consti- 
tuents of  the  body  politic,  ibtn  would  be  plaoei- 
bility    in    the  objection.     But  they  are  private 
companies,  organized  for  individual  purposes  of 
trade,  endued  by  legislation  with  certain  peculiar 
franchises,  to  enable  them  to  prosecute  their  trades 
with  more  convenience  and  benefit  lo  themselves. 
They  have  been  termed  bv  some  gentlemen  "ema- 
nations ( f  Slals  sovereignly,"  and  by  others  "crea- 
tures   of    sovereignty;"   as    if   there  was   some 
gieat  magic  in  the^e  vagne  expreaions.    Why 
are  corporations  supposed  to  be  endowed  with  at- 
iribates  of  sovereigntyl      How    do    they    differ 
from  other  "creamres"  or  "emanations"  of  legtj- 
lative  power)    In  no  respect,  except  thai,  accord- 
ing to  the  prevalent  doeirine  of  the  day,  they  are 
alwve  the  reach  and  beyond  the  control  of  the 
powers  that  gave   tbem  being.     Upon  this  doc- 
trine, tbey  are  not  merely  "emanations"  of  sove- 
reignty, but  tbey  are  genuine  ineragntie$ — so  far, 
at  least,  as  the  S'ates  are  concerned.    Do  tbey 
derive   this  high  endowment    firom   the  States? 
Most  aaqueitionably  not.     They    are  made  to 
assume  the  character  of  eontiaels;   and  hence, 
under  the  I<'ed«ral  Conetituiion,  they  are  shielded 
and  protected  from  State  interference.    That  prin- 
ciple, then,  which  is  supposed  to  attach  lo  corpora- 
lions  the  attribate  of  sovereignty,  is  not  derived 
from  the  Siates,  but  from  that  Constitatinn  whose 
powers  we  are  called  upon  to  exercise.    Take  from 
them  the  protection  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
and  you  sink  them  to  the  level  of  ail  other  State 
laws,  subject  lo  St^te  legislation  and  control,  and 
stripped  of  all  pretensions  to  sovereignty.  But  if  the 
doeirine  be  correct,  that  neither  the  State  nor  Fe- 
deral Government  can  interfere  with  corporations, 
then  this  whole  land  is  checkered  over  with  thon- 
sinds  of  sovereignties,  in  which  are  concentrated 
a  va»t  amount  of  the  wealth  of  the  ennnlryi  above 
law,  and  capable  of  giving  law  to  the  Union.  How 
baseless,  then,  is  the  objection,  that  a  bankmpt  law 
applfeable  to  trading  corporations  is  an  encreaeh- 
meht  upon  State  rights.    So  far  ftom  being  tn^e, 
the  measuie  is  designed  to  curtail  the  high  prero- 
gatives of  these  Utile  sovereignties,  and  to  bring 
them  down  to  subordination  to  law.    It  is  the  exer^ 
else  of  a  power  wbidi  comes  in  aid  of  the  rights  of 
the  States,  which  are  rendered  inefficient  and  impo- 
tent from  having  surrendered  the  right  of  impairing 
rontracts.    Row  very  little  of  State  sovereignty  ia 
left  im«inanai«i,  if  the  tens  of  ihoasandsof  corpora- 
tions for  varionv  trading  purposes  are  sabject  nei- 
ther to  State  or  Federal  control. 

Bat  ihe  great  objection  to' this  measure,  which 
has  been  pressed  with  uncommon  zeal  and  ability, 
is,  that  it  is  not  warranted  by  tbe  Constitu- 
tion. I  aicknowledge  tht  doctrine,  that  whenever 
Congress  propoeea  to  exercise  a  power,  those  who 
rapport  it  oofhi  to  be  prcpond  to  shew  thalr 


delegated  authority.  In  compliance  with  this  ear- 
dinal  doetrme,  I  point  to  the  power  in  the  Consti- 
tution which  authorizes  Congress  to  "pass  Qni- 
form  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies."  I 
shall  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  Ihe  frameta  of 
the  Constitution  ased  Ihe  term  *'bankniptey"  ia 
ita  limited  and  technical  sense,  as  applieable  only 
to  "tradeta;"  or  whether  they  used  it  in  i's  broad 
and  ordinary  aceepiaiion,  as  synonymous  tjriili 
"insolvency."  This  inquiry  is  nnneeessary  tU- 
my  present  pQrpoae.  In  ihe  limited  and  technical 
sense  of  the  term,  by  the  English  law,  and  in  onr 
own  coantry  at  the  time  of  ihe  formation  of  onr 
Constitution,  all  individual  bankers  and  tradera 
were  embraced  as  proper  objects  of  the  banknq>t 
laws.  This  is  conceded  on  all  hands;  and  it  is 
further  conceded,  that  Congress  now  has  the  power 
toincludeina  bankmpt  law  individuals  who  are 
or  may  be  engaged  in  banking  or  trading  in  their 
individaal  capacities.  But  the  argument  is,  that 
sosoon  as  these  individuals  are  Vested  with  corpo- 
rate powers  and  privileges,  they  are  withdrawn 
from  the  operation  of  a  bankrupt  law,  and  may 
claim  exemption  nnder  their  charters  of  incorpora- 
tion. 

It  becomes  important  to  inquire  for  thatptenliar 
principle  in  a  charter  of  incorporation,  whidi 
throws  this  impenetrable  shield  around  the  ehr- 
porators.  They  have  a  common  name,  by  whidt 
they  transact  bosioess,  and  by  which  they  sue  and 
are  sued.  This  privilege  is  given,  merely  to 
enable  them  to  carry  on  bufiness  with  mure  con- 
venience. Tbe  ma^ic  principle  cannot  be  located 
in  the  name.  Tbey  have  perpetual  sueeession. 
This  privilege  is  designed  lo  avoid  Ihe  consequen- 
ces of  the  death  of  any  of  the  members  of  ihe 
company,  and  surely  communicates  no  pecu- 
liar right  of  exemption  from  the  operation 
of  a  bankrupt  Uw.  They  have  a  common 
seal— it  will  not  be  contended  that  there  is 
any  virtue  in  this  privilege.  The  individaal 
property  of  the  corporators,  in  many  charters, 
and  protected  from  Siate  interference.  That 
principle,  then,  which  is  snpposed  to  attach  to  eoi^ 
porations  the  attribate  of  sovereignty,  is  not  de- 
rived from  the  States,  bat  from  that  Consiitation 
whose  powers  we  are  called  upon  to  exercise. 
Take  from  them  the  protection  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stiration,  and  yon  sink  them  to  the  level  of  all  other 
Stale  laws,  subject  to  State  l^islation  and  control, 
and  stripped  of  all  pretentions  to  sovereignty. 
But  if  the  doctrine  be  coneC,  that  neither  the  State 
nor  Federal  Government  can  interfere  with  cor- 
por-itions,  then  this  whole  land  is  checkered  over 
with  thousands  of  sovereignties,  in  which  are  can- 
centrated  a  vast  amount  of  the  wealth  of  the 
country,  above  law,  and  capable  of  giving  law  to 
the  Union.  How  baseless,  then,  is  the  objection, 
that  a  bankrapt  law  applicable  to  trading  corpora- 
tions, is  an  encroacbmrnt  upon  Siats  rights.  So 
far  from  being  true,  Ihe  measure  is  designed  fo 
curtail  the  high  prero|!atives  of  these  little  sove- 
reignties, and  to  bring  ihem  down  to  snbordination 
to  law.  It  is  the  exercise  of  a  power  which  comes 
in  aid  of  the  rights  of  the  States,  which  are  rendered 
inefficient  and  impotent  from  having  surrendered 
the  right  of  impairing  contracts.  How  very  little 
of  Stale  soveieiicnly  is  left  uiumaiuted,  if  the  tens 
of  thousands  of  corporations  for  varions  trading 
purposes  are  subject  neither  to  State  orfMeral 
contol. 

Bat  the  great  objection  lo  this  meatnTe,  which 
has  been  pressed  with  uncommon  zeal  and  ability, 
is,  that  It  is  not  warranted  by  the  Constltmion. 
I  acknowledge  the  doctrine,  that  whenever  Con- 
gress proposes  to  exercise  a  power,  those  who 
support  it  ought  to  be  prepared  to  show  ihelt 
delegated  authority.  In  compliance  with  this 
cardinal  doctriiie,  I  point  to  the  power  in  the  Con- 
stitulion  which  authorizes  Congress  to  "pass  uni- 
form laws  on  the  subjf  ot  of  bankrupties."  1  f  hall 
not  slop  to  inquire  whether  the  frame rs  of  ihe  Con- 
stitution u>ed  ihe  term  "bankruptcj"  in  its  limited 
and  technical  sense,  as  applicable  only  to  "traders;" 
or  whether  they  used  it  in  its  bro>d  and  ordinary 
acceptation,  as  synonymous  with  "insolvency." 
This  inquiry  ia  unnecessary  for  my  present  purpoae. 
In  the  limited  and  technical  Sense  of  the  tem,  by 
the  EoglUh  law,  and  in  ear  own  waauirai  Ot 
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lime  of  ibe  formaiion  ot  our  Constitatioo,  all  indi- 
Tidnal  bankers  asd  traders  were  emb<  aced  as  pro- 
per objects  of  the  bankrupt  laws.  This  is  conceded 
OB  all  hands;  and  it  is  further  conceded,  that  Coa- 
gcess  now  has  ihe  power  to  include  in  a  bankrupt 
law  individuals  who  are  or  may  be  engaged  in 
banking  or  trading  in  their  individual  capacities. 
Bm  the  argament  is,  (hat  so  soon  as  the-e  iDdivi- 
duals  are  vested  with  corporate  powers  and  privi- 
leges, they  are  wi^tdrawn  from  the  operation  of  a 
t>ankrnpt  law,  and  may  claim  exemption  under 
their  charters  of  iaeorporaiion. 

It  becomes  important  to  inquire  for  that  peculiar 
principle  .in  a.  charter  of  incorporation,  which 
throws  this  impenetrable  shield  aronnd  the  cor- 
porators. They  have  a  common  name,  by  which 
they  transact  business,  and  by  which  they  sue  and 
are  sued.  This  privilege  is  given,  merely  to 
enable  them  to  cariy  on  business  with  more  con- 
venieRCF.  The  magic  priaciple  cannot  be  located 
in  the  name.  They  hare  perpetual  succession. 
This  privilege  is  designed  (o  avoid  the  Cinuquen- 
ees  of  the  death  of  any  of  the  members  of 
the  company,  and  snrely  communicates  no 
pecaliar  right  of  exemption  -  from  the  opera- 
tion of  a  bankrupt  law.  They  have  a  com- 
mon seal — it  will  not  be  contended  that  there 
is  any  virine  in  this  privilege.  The  individual 
property  of  the  corpstalors,  in  many  charters, 
is  exempt  fiom  liabiliiy  for  the  payment  of  the 
debts  of  the  corporation.  This  exiraordinary 
privilege  cannot  be  supposed  to  carry  with  it  the 
still  higher  exemption  from  the  operation  of  Uws 
which  are  binding  on  all  other  personk.  These 
ate  the  leading  franchises  which  attach  to  trading 
corporations.  Examioisg  them  singly,  or  in  com- 
bination, I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  the 
peculiar  process  by  which  they  convert  the  in- 
dividuals composing  the  corporation  into  a  being 
beyond  the  reach  of  a  law,  which  is  admitted  to 
apply  to  them  as  individuals. 

But  it  muit  be  admitted,  that  there  is  one  prinei- 

file  connected  with  trading  corporations,  as  the 
aw  is  generally  understood,  which  is  peculiar,  and 
endows  them  with  singular  rights.  I  allude  to  the 
principle,  that  by  oar  law,  trading  corporations  are 
endowed  with  the  dignity  of  eontracla  and  being 
contracts  entered  into  with  sovereign  States,  they 
are  placed  beyond  the  control  of  those  States. 
Hence,  the  inference  may  be,  that  they  are  also 
bfjwvd  tb%  interference  of  the  United  States.  I 
will  tejl  the  efficacy  of  this  high  principle 
of  corporations,  by  a  few  fajniliar  illustrations. 

Brokers  are  a  class  vf  traders,  who  come  strictly 
within  the  design  o(  a  bankrupt  law.  In  some 
States,  the  trade  of  a  broker  is  a  franchise.  It  can 
only  be  prosecuted  by  those  who  pay  a  specific  suoi 
to  Ihe  State  for  the  privilege.  When  the  specific 
sum  is  paid,  the  State  issues  a  license  auihorizing 
the  broker  to  follow  his  trade  fur  a  specified  time. 
Here  is  a  contract  between  the  sovereign  State  and 
and  an  individual,  by  which,  for  a  ralnable  con- 
sidearation,  she  parts  with  a  small  "emanation"  cf 
her  sovereignty,  and  confers  it  upon  a  broker.  Will 
any  one  contend  that  this  broker  could  claim  an  ex- 
emption from  a  bankrupt  law,  upon  the  ground  that 
he  carried  on  bis  trade  by  vinne  of  a  conuact 
with  the  Stalel  He  could  claim  such  exemption, 
with  the  same  reason,  and  upon  the  very  same 
grounds,  on  which  it  is  claimed  for  corporations. 

I  next  take  the  case  of  the  merchants:  they  have 
ever  been  the  peculiar  subjects  on  which  bankrupt 
laws  have  operated.  In  many  States  they  buy 
aiid  sell  goods,  wates,  and  merchandise,  under 
contracts  with  those  Slates.  They,  too,  are  en. 
dowed  with  a  .^mall  "emanation  of  Stats  sove- 
Kignty,"in  the  »hape  of  a  license  to  merchandise. 
I.  ask  if  they  cannot  claim  an  exemption  from  a 
^wkrupi  law,  by  virtue  of  their  contract  with  tbe 
Slate,  with  tbe  same  force  wldi  which  trading  eor- 
poratiotts  can  set  up  the  claiml 

But,  I  will  take  another  illostraiiun,  which  I 
think  is  still  more  forcible.  Unincorporated  bank- 
ers have  always  been  subject  to  bankrupt  laws. 
There  is  now,  and  has  been  fur  many  years,  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  a  piivate  bank  without 
any  corporation,  whose  notes  have  circulated  as 
freely,  and  whose  standing  is  as  good  as  our  in- 
corporated banks.    I  refer  to  tbe  Bank  of  Yeal- 


man.  Woods,  and  Co.  in  the  city  of  Nashville. 
Tne  bill  now  on  your  table,  if  passed  into  a  law, 
will  operate  upon  this  bank.  It  has  no  common 
name,  no  common  seal,  no  perpetual  succession, 
and  Ibe  owners  of  the  stock  are  liable,  lo  the  full 
extent  of  their  property,  for  all  its  debts.  Yet,  this 
bank  exists  and  trades  under  a  contract  with 
tbeState  of  Tennessee,  by  which  the  owners  of 
the  bank  agreed  to  pay  to  the  $tate,  annually, 
five  hundred  dollars  for  the  privilege  of  bank- 
ing. This  privilege  is  secured  by  an  act  of  tbe 
Oeneral  Assembly  of  the  State,  which  is  just 
as  irrevocable,  on  the  doctrine  that  it  is  a  contract, 
as  Ihe  charier  of  an  incorporated  bank.  What 
one  reason  can  the  stockholders  of  the  Union 
Bank  of  Tennessee,  which  is  incorporated,  set  up, 
by  way  of  exempting  themselves  from  a  bankrupt 
law,  which  cannot  be  urged  with  the  same  force 
by  the  Bank  of  Yealman,  Wood",  and  Co.?  Both 
banks  exist  by  virtue  ofacts  of  the  Slate  Legisiatnre 
— both  have  a  subsisting  contract  with  ihe  State—. 
yet,  that  one  which  has  the  fewest  privil^es  from 
the  State,  is  admiued  to  be  subject  to  a.bankrupt 
law,  whilst-  that  which  enjoys  extraordinary  priv.- 
leges  from  tbe  State,  is  said  lo  be  thereby  exempted 
from  a  baiikrupl  law.  To  make  the  case  si  ill 
stronger:  will  any  one  contend,  that  if  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Tennessee  were  lo  authorize  the  Bank  of 
Yeatman,  Wood:;,  and  Co.  lo  have  a  comiQon  name, 
and  a  common  seal,  and  exempt  tbe  individual 
property  of  the  owners  from  4he  debts  of  ihe  com- 
pany, that  they  could  any  more  claim  exemption 
from  a  bankrupt  law  thati  they  can  nowl 

If  it  be  true  thai  the  incorporation  of  a  company 
of  individuals,  for  trading  purposes,  renders  the 
bankrupt  power  in  Congress  inapplicable  tn  them, 
then  are  brokers,  merchants,  banker?,  and  all  other 
traders,  who  trade  under  license,  also  exempt,  and 
the  granted  power  becomes  a  desd  letter.  Under 
such  a  doctrine,  the  State  Legislatures  have  the 
pown  of  exempting  every  data  and  species  of 
trade  and  occupation  firom  ih<  operation  of  a 
bankrupt  law.  They  have  but  to  extend  over 
them  acts  of  ineorperatiou,  and  they  completely 
annihilate  the  bankrur  t  power  of  Congress. 

The  question  which  I  am  now  considering,  has 
been  discussed  with  gr«at  ability  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhooh  ]  That  I  may 
not  do  his  argument  injustice,  by  attempting  to 
state  it,  1  will  read  a  paragraph  from  a  speech 
made  by  him  in  1840,  in  the  Senate.  He  then 
said: 

"But  we  have  not  yet  reached  the  real  difficulty. 
If  the  power  was  ever  so  appropriate,  and  the 
only  one  that  was — if  precedents  were  innumerable 
— ^ii  would  only  prove  that  this  Qovemment  would 
have  the  right  of  applying  the  power  io  incorpora- 
tions of  its  own  creating.  It  could  not  go  an  inch 
beyond,  and  would  leave  Ibe  great  difficulty  at;- 
touched;  the  right  of  Congress  lo  include  State 
corporations  in  an  act  of  bankruptcy  pasted  by 
iis  authority  I  Wliere  is  such  a  power  to  be  found 
in  the  Constilutionl  It  seems  to  be  forgot  that 
this  and  the  State  Governments  are  co-ordinate 
Qovernments,  emanating  from  the  same  authority, 
and  making  together  one  complex,  but  harmonious 
and  beautiful  system,  in  which  each,  within  iu 
allotted  sphere,  is  independent  and  cc-equal  with 
the  other.  If  one  has  a  right  to  create,  the  other 
cinoot  have  tbe  right  to  deMroy." 

The  paragraph  which  I  have  just  read,  Con- 
tains the  whole  argument  condensed  and  com- 
pressed, within  a  half  a  drz'^n  lines.  In  the 
general  principle  laid  down  by  the  honorable 
Senator  I  fully  conctir.  It  is  clearly  true,  (hat 
the  Qeneral  and  State  Governments  are  co-ordinate; 
and,  within  ihe>r  allotted  spheres,  independent  and 
co-equal.  In  framing  the  Coustitation,  the  founders 
of  our  Government  were  two  wise  not  to  foresee, 
that,  in  exercising  the  powers  of  the  respective 
Governments,  there  must  necessarily  be  constant ' 
dacg'^r  of  serious  coiiisiuns  unless  the  harmony  of 
the  two  systems  should  be  secured  by  providing, 
in  advance,  against  such  contingencies.  This 
harmony  was  aitainab'e  only  by  giving  supremacy 
lo  the  laws  of  one  or  the  other  system,  in  all  cases 
of  conflict.  Tbi«  supremacy  was  given  to  the  laws 
of  the  General  Governmenl  in  that  clause  of  the 
Consiitntiou  which  provides  that  the  Consiitation 


and  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  which  shall  be 
made  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land.  It  was  impossible  tbat  any  teach 
of  human -wisdom  could  have  made  an  ent^nieraiisa 
of  delegated  powers  so  definite  and  mioale  as 
wholly  to  avoid  the  dangeir'  of  occasional  coofiiets. 
Conscious  of  its  impracticability,  the  franoers  of 
the  Constituiion  wisaly  provided  against  such 
emergencies,  by  giving  supremacy  to  tbe  cossuia- 
tional  laws  of  th(\  Union.  But  te  give  to  the  laws 
of  the  General  Government  ibis  supremaej  over 
a  conflicting  State  law,  that  Government  xost  be 
clearly  in  its  allotted  sphere,  exercising  eithec 
specifically  delegated  powers,  or  powers  oeceasary 
and  proper  for  the  execution  of  some  one  of  ihoae 
specifically  granted. 

I  am  thus  peculiar  in  defining  the  sense  ia 
which  thi!  great  principle  assumed  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  is  admitted  to  be  correct,  be- 
cause I  appfehend  that  the  great  error  in  that 
Senator's  argument  will  be  fonud  in  his  having  ap- 
plied the  piiucipie  in  a  wrong  sense.  He  seems  to 
regard  the  independence  and  equality  of  the  two 
Governments  as  ariting  from  the  fact,  that  ihn« 
are  certain  sptdfie  powers  delegated  to  the  GcDcial 
Government,  whilst  he  would  contend  that  all  other 
pavers  are  rcterved  to  the  States.  I  maintain,  that 
not  only  the  ipeeifie  powers  which  are  enumeiaied 
in  the  Constitution  are  delegat-d,  but  thai 
all  other  fowtrt  neeutani  and  prober  for  the  ex- 
ecu4ion  of  those  spt:ci6cally  enumerated,  are 
also  deUgattd  powers  and  that  laws  passed 
in  pursuance  ihereef,  are  as  supreme  as 
those  passed  in  pursuance  of  Ihe  specificallj 
enumerated  powers.  Whilst  he  will  sudmit  that 
State  laws,  coming  in  collision  with  United  Stales 
laws  pa.ssed  in  pursuance  of  delegated  powers, 
must  give  way  to  their  supremacy,  he  mainlains 
that  United  States  laws,  pasi^ed  in  pursuance  of  the 
power  to  pass  necessary  and  proper  laws  for  tbe 
execution  of  the  enumerated  pothers,  mnit  gire 
way  to  State  laws  when  they  conflict.  In  Ibis. 
consists  the  difference  in  our  opinions  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  two  Governments  are  eo-ordi- 
nate  and  co-eqnal.  He  regards  one  pottioo  of  ibe 
United  States  laws  (dioee  parsed  in  pursoaBce  ol, 
specifically  delegate  I  powers)  as  supreme;  another 
portion,  (those  passed  to  execute  specific  poweia, 
although  constitutional,  as  he  admits,)  he  regards 
ai  subordinat*  to  State  laws,  when  they  conflict.  I 
regard  all  die  laws  of  Ihe  United  States,  passed  in 
pursuance  of  powen  granted  in  the  Conslitntioa, 
whether  specifically  enumerated  or  not,  as  supreme 
over  all  State  laws  coming  in  confl  ct  widi  ihem-  I 
know  of  no  au  hority  for  assigning  different  de- 
grees of  dignity  to  differeni  classes  of  United  Kales 
laws  passed  in  pursuance  of  the  Cnsiitution. 

I  come  now  to  the  inference  which  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhou]  dram  from 
this  great  principle.  Because  the  tw«  GoTcra- 
mtnt<,  within  their  allotted  spheres,  are  eo-ordinaie 
and  co-equal,  he  infers  that,  "what  one  has  a  rigfht 
to  create,  tbe  other  cannot  have  a  right  to  destroy ." 
The  States  hare  ihe  right  lo  create  baakt;  beoee, 
his  argument  is,  that  the  United  States  cannot  bavc 
a  right  to  destroy  those  banks.  In  this  posilioa, 
tbe  honorable  Senator  takes  it  for  granted  ibata 
bankrupt  law  is  a  measure  of  destructioa  to  ibe 
State  banks.  I  will  hereafter  show  that,  in  ibis, 
be  wholly  mistakes  its  operation.  Fur  the  pre- 
•  sent,  I  will  test  his  argument,  even  upon  the  sup- 
position that  it  is  a  measure  of  destruction. 
I  admit  tbat  the  Slates  have  the. right  lo  create 
banks;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  must  be  re- 
membered, that  Congress  has  the  right  lo  "pa's 
uniform  law<  on  the  subject  of  bankrupicies." 
This  is  one  of  the  specifically  delegaletl  pow- 
ers; and,  even  upon  tbe  argumept  of  the  Sena- 
tor, must  be  supreme.  If  a  Sate  creates  a  bank, 
which,  by  becoming  insolvent,  subjects  itself  to  the 
ligitimate  operation  of  a  bankrupt  law,  caA  any 
proposition  be  clearer  than  that  the  bankrupt  law, 
which  is  supreme,  muit  lake  its  course,  even  tboogk 
it  is  destroeiive  of  the  bank.  This  contequenoe  re- 
snlts  necessarily  from  Ihe  supremacy  of  the  bank- 
rupt  law. 

But  1  am  far  from  admitting  that  the  r.pefatiba 
of  a  bankrupt  law.  involves  Ihe  desiruetioa  of  Ibe 
baaks,  and  other  trading  corporations  lo   which  it 
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ny  be  mppUed.    It  proposes  to  mete  oat  to  ihem 
the  same  iea|Edy  whidi  it  ayplies  to  other  tiaders. 
If.they  become  insolTeot,  uid  are  aiMtble  to  pay 
tbeir  debt*,  or.  if  they  beoome  diaboncM,  and  refose 
to  pay  tbeoi,  the  baakmpt  law  takes  hold  npon  the 
ptoperqr  of  the  oorporatioD,  wiitds  tip  its  affairs, 
and  distributes  the  effects  amongst  its  credilors.    It 
do««  the  same  things  with  brokers,  merchaats,  and 
other  traders.    The  broker,  or  merchant,  or  private 
baaker,  can  as  well  argne  that  the  law  destroys  their 
trades,  a*  can  the  corporation.    It  IraTCS  them  all 
'With  their  franchises  and  privileges  onimpaired. 
Xbe  broker  has  the  same  right,  nnder  his  lieeiue, 
to  resume  his  trade  after  bis  effects  have  bern  given 
up,  as  he  had  before,    do  also  the  merchant  and 
private  banker,  and  so  also  the  Incorporated  bank- 
ers, have  all    their   franchises  left    animpaired. 
'Their  common  lume— their  common  seal — their 
right  of  socoession — the  exemption  of  their  iadivi- 
doal  proiierty— all  these,  which  constitnie  their  cor- 
porate being,  remain  in  fall  force  and  existence — 
aone  of  them  are  impaired,  much  less  destroyed.  If 
their  effects  are  gone,  they  have  still  ihe  right  to 
proceed  npon  their  charter,  procure  other  capital, 
and  again  commence  operations  nnder  the  same 
eorporate  existence.    The  body  corporate  still  ex- 
ists, with  all  its  immnniiies,  faculties,  and  fnoc- 
tions,  as  well  after  the  bankropt  law  has  spent  its 
force  as  before. 

My  coBclDsion  is,  that  theargomentof  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina  is  nnsonnd,  in  the  firdt 
place,  in  denying  to  a  bankropt  law  that  suprema- 
ey  to  which  it  is  entitled,  and,  in  the  next  place,  in 
Kgarding  the  bankmpt  law  as  the  exercise  of  a 
right  desiractivs  of  the  right  of  the  Stales  to  create 
•erporations. 

Bat  there  is  still  another  argument  somewhat  re- 
lied on  to  show  that  we  have  no  power  to  apply  a 
hankrapt  law  to  corporations.    It  is  said  that,  np 
to  the  time  oar  Constitniion  was  formed,  no  in- 
aiance  is  to  be  fonnd,  either  in  England  or  Ameri- 
ca, in  which  a  bankrapt  law  had  been  applied  to 
eorporations.    Hence  it  is  inferred  that  the  flra- 
■leis  •(  the  Conttitation  did  not  design  to  inelnde 
corporations.    The  fact  may  bey  and  I  believe  is, 
true,  that  no  such  instance  can  be  foond;  bat  it 
t^  no  msana  follows,  that  an  exemption  of  trading 
corporations    is    the    necvsary  cooseqaeoce.    It 
ooald  hardly  have  been  anticipated  by  ttie  framers 
of  our  Constitaiion,  that,  in  little  |nore  than  half  a 
eentary,  nearly  a  thousand  banking  corporations, 
and  tens  of  thonsands  of  other  trading  oorporations, 
woald  spring  op  under  the  patronage  of  State  aa- 
thority.    The  true  qaestion  is,  whether,  if  they  had 
foreseen  the  evils  that  were  to  arise  by  the  abuse 
of  corporations,  they  woald  have  granted  to  them 
a  special  exemption  from  the  operation  of  the 
bankropt  power.    It  is  indisputable,  that  trading 
corporations  come  within  the  scope  and  purview  of 
the  bankmpt  policy,  and  it  is  altogether  probable 
that,  if  the  priseent  stale  of  things  eonld  have  been 
foreseen,  instead  of  exempting,  they  would,  with 
even  more  clearness,  have  granted  the  power. 

The  resnlt  of  my  reflections  on  this  subject  is, 
that  the  power  to  iiiielade  bankiiig  and  ol^er  trading 
cmporations  io  a  bankrupt  law  is  clearly  ddegated. 
Irqpud  it  as  a  [tower  of  great  value,  and  the  only 
one  ia  the  Constitutioa  wbwh  enables  this  Oovcm- 
ment  to  famish  a  corrective  to  the  abases  of  State 
banking.  I  regard  it  as  oafortonate  for  the  conn- 
try,  that  it  has  been  saffsred  to  lie  dormant  so  long 
in  l]w  Constitution.  Mach  of  the  distress  which 
theeoantty  has  suffered  from  time  to  time  from  Uie 
excesMS  of  paper  carrency,  might  have  been 
averted  by  the  application  of  ibis  remedy;  and,  I 
trnst,  the  time  is  not  very  remote,  when  it  will  be 
ttlled  into  exercise,  to  operate  as  a  permanent 
eh<ck  npon  the  acknowledged  evils  of  oar  banking 
system. 

Bat,  as  well  satisfied  as  I  am  of  the  existence  of 
this  power  in  the  Constitution,  and  of  its  great 
valoe,  I  would  be  far  from  making  an  appli- 
ealion  of  it  at  the  present- moment.  Whatever 
SMSiHss  the  banks  may  have  been  guilty  o(  in 
times  past,  and.  however  much  we  may  be  dis- 
posed to  censnre  their  miscondnei,  we  cumot  shot 
otu  «y«s  to  the  fact,  that,  in  their  excesses,  they 
I  hot  went  alotig  with  the  spirit  of  the  times. 
Jbatthey  stiiaalated  the  public  mind,  and  fv 


niabed  the  means  for  speculation,  cannot  be  denied; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  it  most  be  admitted,  that 
(be  state  of  the  pablic  mind  seemed  not  only  at 
'  the  time  to  justify,  but  even  to  demaitd  a  liberal 
policy  of  discounting  by  tb<>m.  In.  their  present 
crippled  ooitdition,  and  in  the  presedt  embarrassed 
condition  of  the  country,  it  is  a  serious  qnestioo, 
wbethtr  any  measure  shonld  be  taken  to  coerce 
the  banks  to  a  speedy  and  rigid  collection  of 
their  debts.  They  are  suspended,  and  unable  to 
resume,  because  their  debtors  are  suspended, 
and  unable  to  pay  to  them  their  debts.  ▲  bank- 
rapt  law,  either  to  lake  immediate  effect,  or  to 
commence  at  a  future  day  not  remote,  would  in- 
evitably pperatc  to  increase  very  largely  the  esist- 
iog  embarrassments  uf  the  people.  A.  system  of 
prompt  and  rigid  collections  would  necessarily 
commence  with  ibe  banks  against  their  debtors, 
and,  from  them,  extend  tbrooghout  the  whole  com- 
munity. It  is  estimated  that  the  debts  now  due  to 
the  banks  in  the  United  States  amount  to  about  five 
hundred  millions  of  dollars.  It  is  impossible  to 
calculate  the  immense  distress  which  the  sadden 
enforcement  of  the  collection  of  this  vast  amount 
of  debt  wonid  produce.  There  is  no  remedy  for 
the  distresses  of  the  country  which  can  be  furnish- 
ed by  legislatitm.  Any  attempt  at  it  must  aggra- 
vate ihe  hardness  of  the  times.  The  establishment 
bf  a  National  Bank  would  but  increase  the  present 
embarrassments.  The  passage  of  a  baitkrnpt  law 
applicable  to  bankj  woald  have  the  same  effect. 
Matual  forbearance,  renewed  industry,  and  rigid 
economy,  Sre  the  only  certain  remedies  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  cooniry  from  its  present  distressed 
condition.  When  these  infallible  remedies  shall 
have  effected  a  restoration  of  the  times,  and  ena- 
bled the  solvent  banks  to  resume  in  good  faith, 
then,  ia  my  jadgment,  woald  be  the  proper  time  to 
subject  them  is  the  operation  of  a  bankrupt  law. 
It  would  then  operate.-not  to  the  destmciion  of  the 
State  banks,  or  to  the  aggravation  of  existing  em- 
barra^ments,  but  as  a  check  on  futnre  banking 
excesses,  and  a  preventive  of  future  suspensions. 
If  I  shonld  be  called  on,  under  such  circa nstances^ 
lodecideopon  a  bankrapt  bill,  I  rhall  most chtei fully 
give  it  my  support.  Bat,  at  present,  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  exercise  even  that  valuable  power,  when 
the  coitseqnences  would  be  so  fatal. 

•APPENDIX. 
Since  the  foregoing  speech  was  delivered,  my 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  report,  submitted  to 
the  Senate  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
13tb  of  Febrnary,  1841,  showing  the  losses  of  the 
Qeneral  Oovernment  and  of  the  people  of  the 
United  Slates,  from  the  nsc  of  banks  and  bank  pa- 
per. The  facts  contained  in  this  document  present 
the  evils  of  our>  banking  system  is  so  strong  a 
view,  and  prove  so  conclusively  Ihe  necessity  of 
some  nieasare  that  will  regolate  or  check  the  abuses 
of  that  system,  that  I  feel  myself  justified  in  ap- 
deading  ilie  foUowing  statements,  called  and  con- 
densed from  that  deenment: 

'     TABLE  A. 

Lo—f  mtalntd  by  IKt  Ftderal  Chvtrtmmti,  ty  tht  «<»■ 

ployment  of  banJ»  and  bank  pap*r  b^or*  th*  ytar  1837, 

ana  tinct. 
lam  oa  lbs  dapraciallan  of  txtnk  mp«T  prior  to 

t837 aStGOCOOO 

LoM  by  buki  u  dapoailorin  prior  lo  1637  900.000 

LoM  by  ininf  banln  u  depoottorlea  dnco  1837  100,000 

LdaonlnDliaaiaiiakaBaiid  notredeemod  prior 

10  1837 80^000 

LoM  on  iHuik  notM  takan  snd  not  radaeoudainc* 

1837  - 40,000 

CompotadiDlataatoDig^TagaUloaMa  (^872,000 


Total  principal  and  intateat  - 


-    •16,4«2,000 


capital  of  ItO  banks  tsUiog  bom  1830  U>I8<1        ■  IS^OOaOOO 
Wb(da  numbai  396,  and  thalr  whola  aq>ital  -  >96,7B7,309 


This  computation  does  not  include  the  United 
Stales  Bank,  which  suspended  whilst  ihe  report  was 
preparing.  If  this  third  suspension  tarns  out  to  be 
a  failure,  as  many  believe,  an  addition  of  f35,000(- 
000  mast  be  made  to  the  above  amount  of 
196,787,309. 

Tasu  B2. 
XoMCtly  the  hank*  which  hone  fatted  tinct  1789,  eompuud 

«n  their  capital  einutaUcn,    depceilee,    ana   batante 

owing. 

Loas  on  capital •72,690,481 

Lo«  on  ciicuIatloD  -  -  ■  ■  ■      18,147.630 

Loaa  on  daporftaa,  and  balancaa  lo  banks  ■  18,147,630 

Total ♦IflBjaSt.Tai 


Tabu  B  3. 
Lceeby  thecornntuiUtyt  tknughaq>ncitttieni)f  banhpaptr. 


^  tu^peneim  «f  naeta  paymente^ 


LoM  by  tha  auapanrion  mat  1814 

Lota  from  1817 10 1838 

Loaa  from  1839  to  1811 

Loai  ai  otlMT  timas  by  depteelalioo 


la  1830,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  ia 
the  House  of  Representatives  estimated  the  loss  on 
the  deprecistion  of  bank  paper  received  prior  to 
1817,  at  134,000,000.  In  this  estimate,  the  com- 
■miuee  are  supposed  to  have  taken  into  considera- 
tion the  facts  that,  after  August,  1814,  loans  were 
made  to  the  Qovernment  in  irredeemable  paper,  at 
a  high  premium,  and  wliich  loans  w:re  finally  dis- 
charged in  specie,'or  its  eqaivAlenU 

'        .  '   Tablb  B  1. 

The  number  ahdmpifal  of  banie  which  have  failed  in  Ihe 
_    .    .    .  Umtedataleeeince  1780. 

Capital  of  20  banks  faillnc  bafora  181 1  ■  •3,000,000 

Upimof  19B buikaiUUng  ftom  1811  to  183)        -  36,787,309 


Total 


tSOfKOfM 
44,000.000 
22,600,000 

t,ooivwi 

•96.000,800 


TABLBB4. 

AggrtgaUnt  (Mae*  »'*<<  17S0  (a  thtfeoale,  Ihnntgh  tht  *x- 

ittenee  of  banhe,  and  the  uu  qf  bank  paper. 
Loauabybanklailuraa  -•108)886,721 

Loaaa  by  auapaoaiona  and  conaeqaent  dapred^ 

tiOD  of  paper  96,000^000 

Loaaaaby  dMtruciionofbanknotaa~byaceidaat    -        7,121^10 
Loaaea  by  counterfeit  bank  nolaa  beyond  loaaea  by 

coin MM,M4 

Loaaea  by  fluctuaiiona  in  paper  currency,  afliMxing 

prices,  *c.  Ac.      ......     160^000,000 


Aggregate  camputed 


••366,461,496 


Taslb  C. 
Amount  paid  by  the  eunmunity  to  the  banke,  amnualfy,  Ihe 

lael  ten  yeare,  for  the  ue»  i/f  hanking  ineUtutitme. 

The  remit  of  tni*  aaiiniaie  ia,  that  the  whole  payiaaois  made  lo 

tha  banka  for  the  use  of  ihetn,  their  capital,  ice  during  the 

laat  tan  yeara^  bu  been,  in  the  aggregats  •  •282,00^000 

This  would  he,anaUBlly,  an  ararage  or     .  ■      28,300,000 

The  income  or  gross  profits  of  banks  are  de- 
rived not  only  from  loans  of  the  capital,  depositee, 
and  circulauon  over  and  above  the  specie  on  hand, 
bat  from  exchanges,  and  a  larger  interest  than  6  - 
per  cent,  in  all  cases;  and  hence,  it  is  estimated, 
that  ihe  anaaal  gross  profits  mast  average  13  per 
cent,  on  the  capital. .  For  the  last  ten  years,  the 
estimated  average  bank  capital,' yearly,  has  beea 
$335,000,000;  en  this  amount,  a  profit  of  13  per 
cent,  per  annum  gives  |28,300,000  each  year,  and 
13:^3,000,000  for  the  ten  years. 

Tablb  D. 
Whole  bank  capital  in  the  United  Stalee  owned  in  foreign 

eeuntriee. 
Of  tlw  atocks  in  ttw  United  tkaiaa  Bank  than  is 

ownedabroad •24.406,600 

Of  other  banks,  thaieiaealiioaled     •  ■     11,29(1^000 


Total 


•38,666,600 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  FIERCE, 

OP  NBw  HAMpaaiRa 
Jn  SaiMfo,  Jaman  S8,  1841— On  the  following  re- 
solution: 

RaoUiid,  That  the  Commiiiee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instrscted  to  inquire  into  expe- 
diency of  changing  Ihe  rates  of  postage  on  newspa- 
pers which  are  sent  less  than  thirty  miles  from  the 
place  of  their  pablication. 

Mr.  PIERCE  said  he  desired  to  say  a  single 
word  upon  the  resolution  which  had  been  sobmiu 
ted,  not  apoD  the  suggestion  of  the  proprietors  of 
newspapers  alooe,  but  in  conseqaence  of  letters  re- 
ceived from  other  persons  equally,  perhaps  more 
deeply,  interested,  althoagh  in  a  different  way.  He 
regarded  the  subject  as  important,  and  denred  to 
draw  to  it  the  aUention  of  the  chairman,  and  ask  •• 
early  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Poi>t  Roads  as  they  coald 
with  convenience  bestow.  Alterations  in  the  exist- 
log  laws  were  doabtieet  required  ftur  beyond  that 
contemplated  in  the  resolution.  Changes  in  the 
rates  of  letter  postage,  so  far  at  leai-t  as  to  strike 
offthtralgor/racMeiw,  the  ^aarters,  halyfs,   wd 
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three-qoarler  ceoix,  and  substitate  for  the  present 
rates  the  Federal  cnrrency,  alihongh  trifling  in 
wsoaot,  woald  be  prodactire  of  great  conveDienoe, 
and,  wiibout  sensibly  diminishin;  the  revenae, 
woQld  probably  save  in  the  Aadilor>s  Offiiee  10,000 
chriters  anntiaily  in  clerk  hire.  Changes  in  the 
nteaof  postage  on  newspapers  and  periodical!, 
having  reference  to  weigni  as  weJl  as  ilisiaDce; 
changes  in  relation  to  the  fnnlring  privilege,  which 
was  becoming  so  broad  in  practice  as  now  greatly 
to  embarrass  the  Department,  not  only  by  an  al- 
most incalculable  dimiDoiion  in  the  receipt;, 
bat  by  becoming  itself  a  heavy  and  increasing 
charge,  were  ipanirestly  demanded  by  views 
of  sonnd  pablic  policy,  by  considerations  of 
private  justice,  and  what  was  more,  by  the 
oiatiaot  and  uaeqoivocat  tone  of  pablic  opinion 
thTOOghoat  the  country^  Whether  the  franking 
privilege  had  or  had  not  been  abased,  was  a  ques- 
tion upon  which  he  szpressed,  and  desired  to  ejt- 
presa  no  opiuion.  Some  facts  disclosed  in  the  Post- 
master General'*  report,  struck  him  with  no  little 
Eurpriie.  There  were  no  data  for  determining  the 
nnmber  of  free  packets  conveyed  in  the  m^ii,  bi- 
caase  a  large  purtiun  of  tbem  were  not  entered  on 
tfie  post  bilb;  bat  an  acconnt  kept  at  tbepo't  office 
in  Ibis  city  for  three  weeks  during  the  Ust  session 
of  Congress,  shows  that  there  were  s«nt  out  during 
that  short  period,  435,669  free  lettca  and  paeba«(es, 
weighiDg  more  than  sixteen  and  a  half  tons.  Taking 
this  as  the  average  of  a  srssion  of  thirty-three 
weeks,  the  two  cents  allowed  to  postmasters  for  the 
delivery  of  free  letters  f«nt  from  this  office  alon(>, 
would  amoant  to  j|95  637.  How  could  a  Drpari- 
ment,  depending  wholly  on  its  own  receipt),  and 
asking  nothing  from  the  Federal  Treasury,  le  ex- 
pected to  sustain  itself  with  the  imposition  of  soch 
burdens,  especially  with  such  draughts  upon  its  ar> 
dinary  accruing  levenuc?  He  ought  not,  pprhaps, 
to  expect  that  a  resoluiion  like  that  which  he  bad 
moved — which,  while  it  affected  individuals  of 
all  classes  and  conditions  in  life,  could  have  no 
jtolitieal  bearing — would  receive  much  considera- 
tion here.  If  he  had  eaabracsd  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  the  rates  of  postage — practical  as  it  would 
be  in  its  character,  and  interesting  to  every 
body— he  would  regard  any  final  action  at  this  ses- 
sion as  utterly  hopeless.  He  had,  therefore,  restrict- 
ed the  inquiry  to  «  ningle  point,  embracing  an  ob- 
ject so  m.niflntly  for  the  advantage  of  the  citizen 
and  the  Department  that  he  would  ventare  to  hope 
that  it  might  be  taken  up  at  lome  locky  moment 
and  find  favor.  Since  it  was  not  pnly  admissible 
to  depart  from  the  subject  immediately  under  con- 
stderatien,  but  so  panicularly  in  order  that  a  Sena- 
tor IboQght  it  incumbent  on  him  to  give  notice  yes- 
terday that  be  would  take  care  not  to  be  out  of  or- 
der by  speaking  to  the  question,  he  (Mr.  Pixacc) 
would  avail  himself  of  ihe  privilege  of  digression , 
and  state  some  of  the  reasons  why  he  had  not  more 
oonfldence  in  securing  final  action  upon  this  and 
oilier  mallets  both  of  individual  and  general  inte- 
rest. In  doing  so,  he  woald  save  a  vast  amount 
of  labor,  ki  which  he  would  otherwise  be  subjected, 
in  rtplying  to  noraerous  letters  from  his  plain, 
practical,  common  sense  constituents,  who  fouad  it 
diffienlt  to  tutdtrsiand  why  it  was  that  measures, 
the  justice  and  expediency  of  which  were  unques- 
tioned, ooold  not  receive  the  prompt  consideration 
and  definite  action  of  Congress.  He  would  give 
them  the  result  of  his  fuarer  observation  of  the 
coarse  of  business  here,  and  the  chief  obstacles 
which  lie  in  the  way  of  despatch.  Aiid  they  would 
jiidge,  if,  indeed,  that  judgment  was  not  already 
made  up,  whether  there  was  not  loo  much  evi- 
dence that  elevailed  patriotism  and  an  anxious  de- 
sire to  accomplish  that  legislation  which  was  une- 
quivocally demanded  by  the  honor  and  the  interests 
of  the  whole  country,  were  absotbed  in  devotion  to 
party  purposes,  and  promptings  of  personal  ambi- 
tion. Without  alluding  to  the  character  of  de- 
bates, or  to  scenes  that  might  have  occurred  else- 
Whore,  calculated  to  wound  the  moral  sense  and 
(he  pride  of  our  citizens  at  home,  and  to  bring  our 
•dmirablc  institutions  into  discredit  abroad,  he 
might,  be  trusted,  without  offence  to  either  side  of 
(his  Chamber,  bie  permitted  to  say  that  party  pjiu 
eiplea— the  application  of  those  principles  to  legis- 
laiiTt  mc«st>ret->pan|  action,  and  party  iriBVpb 


had,  within  the  last  few  years,  constituted  the  great 
stimulants  to  effort,  and  ca!l?d  ont  the  -speaking 
talent  in  both  ends  of  the  Oapitoli  It  was  quite 
imoutsial  what  leading  quesii»ft  bappentd  to  be 
brought  forward  at  an  early  day;  it  was  the  one 
apon  which  the  ialiie  reyal  in  either  Hoose  was 
sure  to  be  fought.  The  provisions  of  the  bill  might 
might  be  simple, and  its  principles  embraced  within 
a  narrow  compass;  not  so  the  debate — like  the 
circle  created  by  casting  a  pebble  into  the  smooth 
waters  of  a  placid  lake,  it  expanded  and  expanded 
until  it  embraced  within  its  broad  circumference  all 
sorts  of  topics,  and  every  great  political  question 
that  had  ever  been  agitated  from  the  days  of  Grene- 
ral  Washington  to  the  present  hour.  It  did  not 
become  him  to  complain  of  this.  To  himself  per- 
Fooally  it  bad  been  edifying  and  instructive,  and  so 
it  must  have  been  to  any  person,  provided  be  bad 
not  read  the  debates  thnt  occurred  many  years 
since  upon  lbs  same  subjects.  He  found  no  fault 
with  it,  but  on  this  groand.  A  debate  of  a  pa'ty 
character,  springing  up  at  the  beginm'ng  of  a  ses- 
sion,.WA8  almost  certain  to  exclude  all  sober  sad 
judicious  legislation  upon  most  of  ihegrsatsab- 
jscts  involving  the  interests  of  thecoaairy.  It  was 
Uotorion<  that  even  the  general  appropriation  bills 
were  crowded  into  the  last  hurried  hours  of  the 
session.  Aad  what  was,  if  possible,  still  worse,  it 
excluded  the  demands  of  honest  claimants,  who 
bad  been  waiting  and  knocking  lor  years  at  the  doors 
of  Congress.  Hardly  a  day  passed  that  be  was  nnt 
asked  by  some  of  these  meritorious  persons  why 
this  or  that  claim-r4i  Claim  indisputably  rieht,  the 
jasiice  of  which  no  one  could  deny — had  not  been 
disposed  on  And  what  was  his  answei?  It  was, 
thiit,. which  he  now  gave  once  for  all,  oelioii^ upon 
matters  of  pnblis  concrrnment  and  private  interest 
was  deferred  to  d<ici/<  upon  political  qarstionr,  and 
to  party  wrangling.  The  short  session  had  usually 
been  a  s(s^ioD  of  business;  and  he  took  leave  to  say 
that,  although  they  might  disregard  measures  of 
pablic  utility  like  that  contemplated  In  his  resolu- 
tion, and  set  popular  feeling  at  defiance,  it  was 
cruel  to  (burst  aside  the  just  demands  of  individual 
claimants.  Some  most  extraordinary  facts  might 
be  adduced  on  this  sabjxcU  He  could  point  to- 
claims  still  upon  the  calendar,  which  bad  been  pre- 
sented to  both  Houses,  favorably  reported  on  in 
each,  that  had  come  down  unliquidated  throngh  a 
period  when  there  was  an  almost  interminable  de- 
bate upon  the  question  what  shoifid  be  done  with 
140,000,000  surplus  revenue;  at  that  time  indivi- 
daals,  honest  and  injured,  had  complained  to  him 
that  while  they  were  wailing  for  lardy  justice,  they 
were  suffering  not  only  pitenniary  loss,  bat  the 
deepest  moriification  from  tx-iog  noable  to  fulfil 
their  engagements;  b-cause  they  were  denied  here 
that  which  was  honestly  their  due.  It  was  just  so 
now.  Tel  here  we  were  with  a  6ailte  rtfal  going 
on  in  bodi  Houses — at  one  end  of  the  Capitol  on 
Treasury  notec,  and  at  the  other  on  the  pub- 
lic lands.  When  either  would  probably  ter- 
minate, he  believed  no  gtntleman  venMred 
to  hazard  a  conjecture.  During  all  this  he 
had  been  forcibly  slruck  by  an  impression  made  on 
bis  mind  years  ago,  when  he  bad  heard  little  of  po- 
liiics  and  read  less,  that  the  habit;  of  debate  were 
froiji  year  to  year  growing  worse  and  worse.  It 
had  comt  to  that  at  last,  that  the  powers  and  ose- 
fulness  of  gentlemen  seemed  to  be  estimated,  not 
by  what  thef  said,  bat  by  the  time  they  occupied. 
The  usual  annunciation  in  the  morning  papers  was, 
(after  taking  good  care  not  to  allow  the  sitgxUar 
eMiiy  and  xtr^oaiii^  eiefUMcs  of  the  speaker,  who 
is  sure  to  (femoKth  all  the  previous  arguments  of 
bis  antagonist,  to  go  unnoticed,)  that  Mr.  —  - 
spoke  ene,  two,  or  three  hours;  one,  two,  or  three 
days;  and,  upon  this  announcejnent,  bis  mark  upon 
the  scale  of  merit  was  establi'bcd.  He  belitved 
that  a  happy  change  was  taking  place  in  popular 
opinion  upon  this  iubject,  anJ  that  that  scale  of 
merit  was  likely  to  give  place  to  another  and  a  bet- 
ter standard.  It  might  not  perhaps  retard  this 
change  in  its  progress,  or  be  IO:>l  upon  the  ycunger 
aspirants  for  distinction,  to  remember  that  all  the 
reported  speeches  of  the  most  accomplished  and 
dexteroQs  debater  of  modern  times,  Charles  James 
Fox,  from  176S  to  1775,  in  the  Briiiah  House  of 
M  CommoM,  were  Miteawd  laAfM^^^ttiuiMtn/  ]«■* 


than  the  volnme  of  one  sii^le  Gongreeeioaal 
of  modem  times. 

He  reoollMted  with  perfect  distiaeti^paB  90M»  i» 
matks  made  by  that  noble  philanthropist,  pcof— i 
jurist,  aiHt  sagacious  alateeman,  Mr.  liivin^Ha^ 
be  believed  during  the  year  1830.  He  woald  t 
the  Secretary  to  send  him  Ihe  volume  ot 
upon  Foote's  celebrated  resolntioik 

The  remarks  of  the  distinguisbed  Soiator,  p«> 
noaoced  in  this  Chamber  ten  years  ago,  wvwm 
apposite,  so  perfectly  in  point  at  ihe  preseot  two, 
that  he  would  read  a  few  paragraphs.  AAar  a 
brief  exordinm  Mr.  Livingston  proceeds: 

•Themulilplicitjrand  natun  of  Uie  ttitam  that  have  tan 
cofuidersd  indatnunga  rwolalioo,  wiUi  which  dob*  «f  l(|a 
aaem  to  have  the  slijhtMt  conoecuoo,  and  lb*  addhioa  of  Mr 
aubjacia,  wliti  wbich  every  apeaksr  baa  IboOflii  h  propar  IB  h- 
creaaethe  IbroMraioclcba*  girao  me,  I  conwaa,  ■ohm  laaari- 
nwa.  I  feared  an  irruptioa  of  the  Chetokee^  and  waa  lal 
wiihouiapiirehenaimiathatoeabouldbecallad  unto  ■« 
theqaestionof  duoday  maila,  or,  if  the  Antt-masonlc  < 
Uonehouiduitceoflenceaiitaeaaereey  ofoar  Kzecuiirai 
or  iiuiat  on  ihs  eipulsioii  of  the  initiaied  firan  our  eo. 
that  wo  sliould  t»  obliged  U>  coniand  witli  them  for  oar  a 
Imleed,  I  had  mjatU  aerinna  UuHighu  of  inuadueing  the  i*. 
furmoitiaD'or  our  oaiiooal  code^  and  a  plan  for  itw  gnlialat- 
cieaae  o(  ilte  navy,  an  J  am  not  ret  quue  decided  wmke(,)» 
fore  1  sti  down,  I  aball  not  urge  the  abolition  of  caplDi]  poaUh- 
menia.  In  truth,  tha  wkole  brought  forcibly  to  bit  leeoUee- 
tion  an  anecdou  told  in  one  of  the  nuawrooe  iiMin«ta  wrtaae 
during  the  reign  of  Louuis  XIV.  too  trivial,  periiapa,  te  be  ift. 
troduced  into  tbii  grave  delnie,  but  wbicti,  perliapa,  niaj  b* 
excuaed.  A  jroung  lady  had  been  edneaKd  in  all  tbakaraiac 
of  the  limee,  and  her  prugreae  had  beeo  ao  much  to  ih^aeila 
fartion  of  the  Princeea,  who  had  directed  her  aitadie^  thai, 
OD  her  firm  introdueiion,  her  pauoneaa  need  to  addraaa  bar 
thus:  ■Come,  If  ita,  dtacouraa  with  thaae  ladies  aad  gaiiifcimia 
00  tlie  aubjea  of  tlieology.  So— chat  wiU  do.  Now  lalkof 
geography ;  after  that,  ynii  win  convene  on  iIm  eubjeca 
of  aationomy  and  metaphyaics,  and  dian  give  them  yoer 
ideas  on  logic  aud  the  bellee  leiuaa'  And  Uioe  the  poai 
girl,  to  her  great  annoyance  and  ibe  gieaicr  of  hex  awWnSfc 
W4S  put  through  the  whole  circle  of  the  sciettcea  K 
which  she  bad  been  inatructed.  B)r,  migbt  am  a  lieararor«Br 
delwtee  for  tome  dayi  past  hare  coodnded  that  we,  wa,  ktA 
beeit  directed  in  a  eirailar  way,  aid  that  yon  had  said  lo  each 
or  the  Epeakcre,  "Sir,  please  to  ribe  and  speak  on  the  diapoai- 
lion  of  the  public  lands;  after  that,  ^oa  may  talk  of  ibrtaiiit 
let  us  know  all  you  liiink  on  the  aubjaci  of  iotenwl  iaipii«*». 
mcnt;  and,  before  you  sit  down,  didbus  the  poweia  of  toe  Be- 
nare  in  relaiionio  appointments,  and  Ihe  right  oTs  Scale  tot*. 
cede  from  the  Union;  and  finiah  by  leuiog  oa  JcaowwkMtfr 
you  approve  or  oppose  the  measurea  of  ihe  pnaani  ec  the  Ms 
preceding  adminintniiioos.'  The  approximatioo,  4r,  of  •* 
many  heterogeneous  materials  file  diacoasioa  meet  pnveke  a 
smile;  and  most  of  those  who  have  addieaaad  yoa,  wBtte  *ar 
lamented  iha^  subjecu  uuconnecied  with  the  reaotttitoo  bad  kaa 
introduced  into  debate,  IVrelT  a«t  down  without  addiiigtoihe 
nnmber." 

Mr.  P.  said  be  bad  bo  intention  whalcTcr  to  re- 
flect on  the  conrse  of  any  gentleman.  It  was  aot 
for  him  to  dictate;  but  when  he  was  imporUBtd 
from  day  to  day  respecting  measures  in  which  the 
people  whom  be  hsd  the  honor  in  part  te  represent 
were  deeply  interested — when  they  were  cbntin- 
ally  asking  him  why  the  Pott  Office  reform  was  not 
effected— why  'heir  private  claims  were  net  con- 
sidered, he  chose  to  state  the  true  and  only  ressoa 
—one  which  no  gentlemao  here  could  gaiitec^  or 
controvert. 

His  people  were  not  a  epmplaininr  people;  bat 
iber  knew  what  was  jast  and  reasonable,  and  iksf 
usually  insisted  upon  it.  He  wonld  ray  a  wWd 
with  regard  to  Mew  Hampshire,  not  in  a  spirit  of 
boasting,  but  to  silence  the  scofi%  and  tamti  of 
weak  men  and  wicked  men,  of  balTtfOiis  aad  peitf 
politicians,  whose  jests  and  slanders  bad  /bond 
their  way  into  the  partisan  press  ttoder  the  csiptioa 
of  the  "dark^  comers.*'  That  whkih  had  drswa 
upon  her  reproach  was  precisely  the  distingtushiBg 
charkcteristie  of  which  every  son  worthy  of  dM 
soil  that  gave  him  birth  should  be  most  proud— 41n 
sinrdiness  and  inflexibility  with  whidi  nte  had  ad- 
hered to  her  political  principles.  lu  war,  Ae  bad 
sent  forth  from  her  thousand  hills  vastly  more  tb*a 
her  proportion  of  men,  with  strong  hands  aad  stoat 
hearts;  to  do  battle  for  Ihe  common  eoontry;  aad, 
as  their  blood  apon  many  a  welt  fooght  field,  bett 
in  the  Revolution  and  the  late  war,  woald  leadfy, 
they  had  not  disgraced  the  iahd  of  iheir  natirliy. 
la  peace,  she  called  her  soBs  to  ihe  ballot-bos  lo 
stamp  the  seal  of  her  reprobation  ttpon  miseMiie 
mummery  of  eledioneering  shows,  and  to  saule 
back  defiance  upon  any  appeals  made  to  fbeia  Ml 
supported  by  truth  and  reason. 

"The  dark  comers  1"  She  obnoxioiM  to  llw 
charge  of  darkness  and  ignorance  I  He  wovM  no! 
Bsk  gentlemen  lo  lookai  the  nnmber  and  eondiriea 
of  her  literary  insiitotions  of  the  higheM  class— a( 
her  iixtythree  aradamiee,  in  wbtoh  (be  1 
aad  tb«  Uflicr  bnuMhia  ttf  tdttOMlsM  mi* 
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irith  nearly  six  iboosand  scholars — at  her  two 
thoosand  common  schools  a)l  supported  at  the  pub- 
lie  expense,  with  more  than  eighty-one  thoufand 
papil8-!-ai  thecircamstance  that  the  means  of  eda- 
eauon  was  bronght,  as  it  were,  to  erery  man's  door 
-••tliMe  being  a  place  of  public  edacation  to  erery 
one  bondrcd  and  thirty  inhabitants;  but  he  would 
Slate  a  single  fact,  ascertained  by  the  late  censn« — 
it  was  this:  that,  wiih  a  population .  of  384,481 
simIs,  IImk  were  only  937  persons  over  twenty 
yean  of  age,  foreigners  included,  within  the  limits 
Of  the  State,  who  coald  not  both  read  and  write; 
■ad  on  that  fact  alone  he  would  hold  her  np  in  the 
■anlight  of  her  intelligence.  He  insiitutad  no  com- 
paiisoBS,  bni  he  might  safely  challenge  them  from 
oibeiB.  So  mnch,  by  the  way  of  digression,  which 
be  had«ot  only  descanted  upon,  but  iUtutrated. 

The  Pose  Office  Department  itself  presented  a 
(Miiking  illnstmiton  of  what  he  bad  said  in  relation 
to  the  coane  of  boainesx  here.  A.  few  years  ago, 
(be  eondition  and  management  of  that  Department 
were  regarded  as  the  salient  points  of  party  debate 
ki  both  Houses,  and  a  steady  fire  was  kept  np  for 
weeks.  The  country  was  told  that  there  was  no 
snch  thing  as  hope  of  rflfectiDg  a  salutary  reform. 
The  AcUiunistration  was  ihoroDghl])  corrupt  and 
profligate,  and  most  be  put  down.  The  operations 
•f  (bat  Department  had  been  coostanily  enlarging, 
Jt*  reyeaue  had  risen  from  one  million  to  four  mU- 
tioBS  of  dollars,  and  >e(,  from  that  day  to  ihe  pre- 
sent, we  had  bieard  scarcely  a  word  of  abuse,  or 
proposed  reform  there.  Wby7  Because  it  was 
not  material  to  (he  party  issue  made  up  before  the 
lieople.  He  desired  not  to  be  misandeistood.  He 
claimed  no  exemption  from  party  feeling.  He  was 
ardently  attached  to  the  party  with  which  it  was  bis 
pride  to  be  associated,  not  more  from  Ihe  force  of 
edocaiion  than  from  thorough  and  e«nfinDMd  con* 
Tietioas  of  right;  but  he  was  assured  that  bis  eon- 
sttt(uiU8  would  be  belter  satisfied  with  rtforn  where 
nform  had  been  eonsianily  sounded,  and  was,  in 
many  respeels,  most  needed — ^in  C!ongTea«,  by  ac- 
-Mm,  by  reasonable  despatch  in  the  transaelion  of 
(be  people's  bosiness. 

IIhu  moeh  he  had  thooght  due  to  the  subject, 
dae  t6  the  people  whom  he  had  the  hoitor,  in  part, 
10  represent,  and  (o  the  nofortanaie  claimanu  who 
had  so  long  been  waiting  here  for  justice.  He 
would  «nly  add,  that  ihe  worst  kind  ot  a  tax  ibat 
conkl,  by  .possibility,  be  imposed,  was  an  ooerous 
(tx  upon  knowledge — npon  the  means  of  know- 
ledge— npon  (he  means  of  exchanging  thoughts — 
upon  let(er8,  newspapers,  and  periodicals. 

He  had  no  doubt  ihat  a  considerable  redaction 
mi^  be  made  in  the  rates,  of  which  the  whole 
bosiness  commanity  would  feel  the  great  beneflt 
withont  any  sensible  dimination  of  the  receipts. 
The  single  change  which  be  proposed  might  seem 
of  (rifling  importance,  but  it  was  not  so  in  fact.  It 
WOlrid  a  great  reliel  to  printers  of  small  sheets  in 
the  cioantry,  and  to  their  patrons.  Under  the  ex- 
isting law,  they  were  compelled  to  pay  as  much  for 
a  nevipaper  that  had  (o  travel .  but  fire  miles  to 
reach  ineir  door,  as  if  it  came  one  hnndred,  and  for 
a  Uttla  coantry  sheer,  as  Ibey  would  pay  for  Brother 
Jonathan  or  the  New  World.  What  was  the 
efleeil  A  law  so  palpably  unjust  was  constantly 
evadedy  and  the  papers  fonnd  some  other  convey-. 
WMC  than  the  pnbljc  mail.  Limit  your  postage  to 
papers  eoming  from  beyond  the  lines  if  the  county, 
and  h«ye  some  reference  to  weight  as  well  as  dis- 
tance, and  yon  uo(  only  eonsamiaMe  jastict:,  put  a 
stop,  to  the  Tiolaii9Ds  of  the  law,  and  secare  more 
postage,  bat  yon  will  reliere  both  the  printer  and 
snbecriber  from  a  dependence  upon  the  aecommo- 
datiog  spirit,  pr,  it  may  be,  the  capriee  of  mail 
eeamcters. 


debats  in  the  senate. 
Prospective  pre-emption  bill. 

WinmsoAT,  January  30, 1841. 
.  The  bill  to  establish  a  permaDcnt  prospective 
pn-emptioA  system  in  favwr  of  setilen  on  the  pub- 
lic lands  being  again  taken  i)p  as  (he  special  order 
o4.th«  day- 
Mr.  HUNTINQTON  said  that,  before  the  Se- 
BUe  adjonmed  last  erening,  he  bad  suggested  that 
Id 


be  wished  tu  oSer  certain  amendments  to  the  bill; 
and,  as  they  were  now  in  order,  he  would  proceed 
to  propose  them.  When,  oit^ a  former  day,  be  had 
made  some  remarks  upon  the  general  provision*  of 
the  bill,  he  had  intimated  it  as  his  csnvietion  that 
ihere.was  a  majority  of  the  Senate  in  favor  of  a 
pre-emption  system  of  soma  kind,  and  the  rotes 
given  since  the  present  bill  bad  been  under  discus- 
sion showed  that  opinion  to  be  correct;  he  had  fur- 
ther observed  that,  in  bis  judgment,  the  bill,  as  it 
had  been  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  was  such  a  one  as  ongbt  not  to  pass; 
and  that  he  would,  when  the  proper  opportunity 
should  present,  make  an  effort  to  have  it  amended. 
The  Senate,  as  Mr.  H.  understood  it,  had  now'set- 
tied  certain  principles  on  the  general  subject;  in  the 
first  place  that  they  would  not  adopt  the  plan  of 
cession,  as  proposed  by  the  Senator  firomSoath 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhodh;]  and  again,  that  they 
woald  not  adopt  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Se- 
nator from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  CaiTTEmaN,]  attaching 
the  principle  of  disuibntion  to  thatof  pre-emption; 
and  in  (be  third  place,  that  tbey  would  not  assent  to 
the  substitute  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont, 
[Mr.  PuMTiss,]  making  pre-emption  retrospective 
and  not  prospective.  These  points  be  considered 
as  now  settled;  and  the  amendment  Mr.  H.  wished 
to  propose  would  net  interfere  at  all  wi(h  these  de- 
cisions. 

There  were  some  provisions  in  the  bill  which  he 
thought  sboold  not  remain  there,  and  some  others 
which  might  with  advantage  be  modified,  and  some 
new  ones  which  should  be  added,  the  better  to  se- 
cure the  nation  and  honest  settlers  from  fraud  and 
imposition.  The  design  of  the  amendments  he 
should  offer  would  be  to  carry  out  the  professed 
object  of  the  bill,  which  wa.s  to  give  the  honest 
b<m»  fide  settler  the  prior  right  of  purchase  of  a 
qiutter  section  of  land  he  had  settled  upon,  and 
tbey  went  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  the  pre-emption 
law  of  1833 — a  statute  which  has  been  continued 
and  the  principal  provisions  of  which  are  now  in 
force.  This  had  not  been  particniarly  alluded  to, 
bat  so  ij  the  fact.  Wa  are  now  under  the  pre- 
emption law  of  1838;  it  is,  with  some  alterations, 
at  ibis  hour  the  law  of  the  land;  it  was  revived  in 
1S40,  and  extended  to  1842;  and  the  present  bill  is 
a  departure  from  that  law,  not  merely  by  making 
(he  system  prospective  instead  of  retrospective  in 
its  operation,  but  by  bmiiiing.  important  parts  of 
that  law,  and  altering  essentially  some  of  its  pre- 
visions. On  what  groands  are  pre-emption  laws 
defended  here,  and  in  the  aationl  On  the  two 
principles  of  public  policy  and  of  private  justice. 

Is  it  not  said  to  be  justly  due  to  the  honest  from 
JUe  settler  that  he  shall  be  protected  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  fruits  of  bis  indii£tr>1  Are  we  not 
told  that  if  a  foreigner  leaves  bis  country  and 
comes  here,  or  one  of  our  own  citizens  leaves  his 
residence  in  an  old  State,  and  goes  on  our  public 
domain,  and  erects  a  log  cabin  on  it,  justice 
requires  he  !>hall  be  covered  by  a  pre-emptio|i  law, 
and  secured  in  the  possession  of  his, landt  Is  not 
this  assumed,  everywhere,  as  the  eqaiyr  on  which 
a  pre-emption  law  is  founded,  so  far  a;  It  respects 
the  individual?  And,  with  regard  to  its  public 
policy,  is  it  not  said  that  snch  laws  sneonrag*  the 
set* lemenl  and  sale  of  the  pablic  landsl  that  they 
raise  (be  price  of  the  lands,  and  give  an  impulse 
to  population,  thus  bringing  strength  to  the  coon- 
try,  and  adding  to  the  pablic  wealtht  Am  I  not 
jnstifiied  in  say  log  that  these  are  the  two  principles 
on  which  the  pre-emption  system  is  made  to 
hinget  Oentlemen  may  differ  as  to  the  expediency 
of  the  system,  but  its  friends  pi^t  it  on  the  two 
groands  I  have  stated.    If  these  be  indeed  the 

rrinciples  on  which  alone  the  bill  can  be  defended, 
hope  its  advocates  will  snpport  them,  as  tbey  are 
aasumed  aitd  embodied  in  the  amendments  I  shall 
offer,  which  go  to  protect  the  iowt  fid*  settle ri  and 
him  alone. 

With  these  views  I  offer  (he  following  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  and  ask  the  Senate  to  compare  it 
with  (he  bUI,  and  judge  whether  it  is  not  in  ac- 
eordwoe  with  the  principles  on  which  any  pre- 
emption law  can  rest,  and  ought  noi,  therefore,  to 
be  adopted. 
Mr.  H.  here  read  the  amrndment,  as  follows: 
"Itac.  S.  AfiK  Uwword  'Hvidti,'  la  th«  tbird  liiw,  strike 


out  to  the  word  'no,'  in  tlie  founli  line,  and  ioser:  'equslljr  b«. 
twoentbem,  but  neither  sti&Illiave  any  elalin,  byrlrtueoithli 
act,  to  anj  other  land;  and'  " 
The  bill  now  reads: 
dec  6.  Andbe  it  furOur  timetti.  That  where  two  or  i 


persons  sbsll  hare  eculed  on  the  same  euaner  Motion,  the 
eame  shall  be  dirided  between  them,  and  tnedeHdeney  msde 
ap  to  each,  out  of  ttae  contiguous  racant  gnoad;  but  no  wilfiil 
intruder  on  the  known  claim  of  another  sutl  be  entitled  to  aojr 
benefit  under  this  section. 

It  the  amendment  shall  prevail,  the  section  will 
read: 

That  where  two  or  more  penoos  shall  bars  settled  on  the 
same  quarur  seclioii,  the  same  shall  Im  dirided  equally  be 

Dell .  .      - 

nir  oti 
claim  of  anouier  shall  be  entitled  to  aojr  benefit  nndei  this 


Iween  them,  but  Deillier  shall  hare  aor  claim,  by  riniu  of 
this  act,  to  any  other  land;  and  nu  wilful  iBtruder  on  the  known 


saetioa." 

The  bill,  in  its  pre8en(  shape,  declares  (bat  if 
two  or  more  persons  shall  settle  on  the  same  quar- 
ter section,  (he  land  shall  be  divided  between  them, 
and  each  settler  shall  be  entitled  to  so  much  from 
the  conUgnous  vacant  land  as  shall  be  suffieieu  (e 
make  up  (o  him  the  full  quantity  jof  a  quarter  sec- 
tion; bat  that  no  wilfal  intruder  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  benefits  of  this  provision  of  the  law.  It  gives 
(o  every  settler  (not  a  willtil  intruder  on  Ihe  same 
quarter  section)  an  equal  tight  in  that  land,  and 
also  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  what  is  equivalent 
to  a  whole  quarter  section.  He  ia  not  merely  to 
have  his  intete«t  in  tbe  quarter  section  with  the 
rest  who  unite  with  him  in  seiziag  upon  it,  but 
enough  is  to  bs  tak«n  from  the  adjoiaipg  land  (b 
make  up  a  quarter  section  to  each.  W^U  not  this 
prejudice  the  ia(eres(s  of  (be  keiM  jU<  settler,  and 
promote  thote  of  the  speenlatorl  It  does  not  pro- 
hibit the  settleusnt  on  a  qnarier  section  by  mere 
peisons  (baa  one;  any  number  may  agree  to  asso- 
ciate and  unite  in  fixing  themselves  on  a  single 
quarter  section,  and  thence  spread  themselves  over 
all  the  oentiguoBs  lands.  Will  half  a  dizqn  indi- 
viduals settle  on  one  quantr  section  of  land,  if 
they  all  intend  to  become  permanent  residents  en 
the  soil.  If  they  enter  on  the  land  with,  a  sincere 
desire  of  making  themselves  homes  in  the  wilder- 
ness, tbey  will  each  take  bis  quarter  section  and 
begin  (o  improve  it;  biu,  by  this  bill,  a  family  may 
go  on  onjB,  and  improve  it  together,  aB4-then, 
when  the  time  of  sale  comes,  each  of  them  e«i- 
biaced  withia  (be  provisions  of  the  bill  will  be  en- 
tided  to  a  separate  quar(er  tection  at  the  Govern- 
aent  price.  Nor  is  this  all.  If  it  were  only 
familes  that  could  do  this,  their  taking  a  tract  to- 
gether might  fumiah  seme  evidence  of  an  inten- 
tion (o  setU*  permanently  on  the  property.  Bat 
what  is  to  prevent  a  company  ot  speculators  from 
gciog  on  the  land  and  inhabiting  it,  and  raising  one 
log  cabin,  to  famish  a.  shelter  for  them  all,  and  as 
soon  as  the  preemption  right  is  to  be  perfected, 
claiming,  eadt  one,  his  separate  tract  of  knd,  at  a 
dollar  and  a  quarter,  and  immediately  selling  it  at 
a  great  profiti  I  have  no  dispositioa  to  benefit 
settlers  tf  rUsrit««rip(»ra$  and  the  pre-emption  right 
should  be  confined  to  those  who,  in  good  faith, 
make  settlements  with  a  view  of  beootninft  perma- 
nent rcMdents.  And  this  amendment  effects  this 
objactt  and  therein  carries  out  the  principles  avow- 
ed by  the  friends  of  the  hilL  Such  was  the  provi- 
si»B  of  tbe  act  of  1838,  and  such  is  now  the  law  of 
the  laad. 

Its  provision  is,  that  if  more  than  one  persoa 
shall  settle  on  a  quarter  section,  each  of  the  per- 
sons 80  settling  shall  have  an  equal  share  of  the 
land,  but  shall  have  no  claim  to  aay  other  land 
whatsoever  by  virtue  of  that  act  Such  a  bill  be- 
came a  law,  and  by  an  act  passed  in  1840,  it  bas 
been  continued  in  foroe  two  years  longer.  I  pre- 
some  the  clause  was  introdueed  expieuly  to  guard 
against  the  evtls  I  have  mentioned.  I  am  disposed 
to  carry  out  this  policy.  I  wish  to  insert  the  guards 
whieb  our  predttesaors  thought  U  proper  to  adopt, 
(hat  they  might  efaut  out  (he  tioh  maa  and  the  spe- 
culator, and  bes(ow  the  benefits  of  the  bill  on  none 
but  tens  fiiU  improvors  of  the  soil.  I  trust  the 
amtndmeBt  will  not  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  CI.  AT  of  Alabama  said  (hat  there  were  two 
ways  to  destroy  a  bill:  one  was  to  vote  it  down, 
and  another  waa  (o  talk  it  down.  He  regretted 
that  the  gentleman  bad  not  brought  forward  his 
aneodmeat  sooner,  when  the  biH  was  in  ptogress 
of  amendment.  bntaAez  the  bill  bad  been  rendered 
as  perfect  as  it  could  be,  a  proposition  had  been 
brought  forward  to  reoemmit  it  with  iastmetioas 
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then  anotber  anwndmeni  bad  been  offered  to  thai, 
and  no*  the  whole  groond  was  Ic  be  gone  over 
asain.  What  danftei  could  reasooably  be  appre- 
hended from  the  section  of  the  bill  as  reported  by 
the  eomnittee.  It  was  rather  retrospective  in  its 
ebancter,  and  intended  to  refer  to  cases  \*here  se- 
Teral  indiridnals  had  settled  oa  the  same  tract. 
Theie  might  be  a  rtry  good  spring  at  a  pariicolar 
spot,  and  half  a  doxea  families  might  settle  around 
itfortbesakeoftbe  water,  while  they  cnliirated 
elsewhere.  Did  the  Senator  desire  to  confine  them 
•U  to  the  same  qoatter  seetioni  The  section  gave 
them  no  floating  claim,  bat  confined  them  to  land 
immediately  coatignona.  In  this  respect  it  was 
more  restricted  ban  the  law  of  1830,  for  that  allow- 
ed them  each  a  floating  claim.  It  had  been  said 
that  great  fteuds  had  been  perpetrated  tinder  cover 
of  these  floats,  and  the  evil  was  not  corrected  by 
the  most  illiberal  law  Congress  had  ever  passed. 
The  gentleman  apprehended  great  danger  from 
apecnlators  aniting  to  settle  on  a  single  qaarter  sec- 
tion; bnt  it  would  be  most  extraordinary  shoald  a 
man  come  all  the  way  from  the  old  Slates,  settling 
woods  and  making  improvement*,  for  the  sake  of 
ttie  profit  h«  might  make  on  one  single  qaarter  sec- 
tion of  land.  Mr.  C.  adverted  to  the  small  profit 
gained  by  the  Government  from  the  auction  sys- 
tem, and  the  advantage  of  parcelling  otit  the  land 
smong  naneroos  settlers.  He  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HtlNTINaTOir  repelled  the  idea  of  oflisr- 
ing  amendments  for  the  sake  of  impeding  final  ac- 
tion on  the  bill,  aad  insisted  that  his  amendment 
wonid  be  preventive  of  much  frand,  and  that  it 
went  no  farther  than  the  law  of  1838. 

Mr.  CL&Y  of  Alabama  said  the  gentleman  was 
mistaken.  He  supposed  the  law  of  1838  to  be  the 
last  pie-emption  law,  and  that  it  was  only  revived 
in  1840;  but  the  law  of  1840  was  soppicmental, 
and  was  more  liberal  in  its  provisions  than  the 
law  of  1838. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  that  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Connecticut  had  called  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  the  fact  that  a  general  pre-emption 
law,  retrospective  in  its  charaeier,  had  been  passed 
in  1340,  to  continue  for  two  years,  thereby  demon- 
strating that  there  was  no  pressing  nteessiiy 
at  all  for  acting  on  the  subject  of  pre- 
emption at  the  present'  session.  He  bad  risen 
to  express  bis  thanks^o  the  Senator  for  the  antend- 
ment  he  had  now  proposed,  and,  unless  gentle- 
men dM  actually  intend  that  the  bill  should  operate 
in  a  manner  different  from  that  whidi  it  professed 
on  its  face,  he  hoped  the  amendment  would  pass. 
Mr.  Cs  objections  to  pre-emption  laws  were 
founded  on  the  abuses  to  which  they  always  gave 
rise.  They  became,  for  the  most  part,  mere  in- 
simmcnts  of  speculation;  the  poor  man,  for  whom 
they  were  professedly  passed,  derived  little  or  no 
benefit  from  them.  The  benefit  enured  to  the  spe- 
ealator  alone.  How  would  this  bill  work  in  prac- 
tioel  A  new  and  fertile  tract  of  land  bad  just  been 
purchased  from  some  Indian  tribe.  From  the  fer- 
tility of  its  soil  and  the  advantages  of  iu  situation, 
it  offered  a  most  inviting  prospect  for  settlement 
The  Indian  title  had  been  eztinguished,  but  the 
land  had  not  yet  been  surveyed.  What  would  be 
the  effect}  A  company  of  speculators  would  em- 
ploy a  number  of  men  to  go  on  this  fVesh  and  rich 
land,  put  up  a  log  buildiog  by  a  spring,  and  thus 
obtain  pre-emption  rights  to  each  man.  The  com- 
pany will  immediately  purchase  from  them  for  a 
trifle,  and,  distributing  their  rights  on  the  adjacent 
land,  would  thus  possess  themselves  of  a  choice 
tract  of  the  best  land  at  Oovemment  price.  The 
Senator  from  Alabama,  however,  had  insisted  on 
the  limitation  that  the  settlers  must  take  their 
rights  only  from  oontignons  land;  but  could  any 
thing  be  more  vague  than  thisl  Suppose  a  him- 
dred  men  should  be  employed  to  settle,  and  it 
should  be  found  that  they  eoald  not  get  their 
hundred  quarter4eetions  on  land  immediately  ad- 
joining that  on  which  they  set  themselves  down, 
would  they  not  spfead  themselves  through  the 
township,  or  over  into  a  eontignous  township}  for 
the  provision  in  the  law  must  be  interpr.!ted  so  as, 
if  possible,  to  satisfy  the  right  of  the  party  eUiming 
under  it;  and  If  they  cootd  not  lay  their  pr»«mp- 
loyt  (m  lands  immediately  eonti|iioas,  fhey  most  do 


the  next  best  thing  to  comply  with  the  law,  aad 
take  their  lands  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood. 
Sach  he  was  very  confident  would  be  round  to  be 
the  practical  result  of  this  bill,  and  Mr.  C.  would 
here  predict,  in  regard  to  the  present  law,  as  in  re- 
gard to  all  other  laws,  so  far  as  they  departed  from 
our  old,  venerable,  and  excellent  land  system,  that 
it  woald  redound  to  tbe  benefit  of  speeulatorf.  As 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Connecticut  was  in  the  v«ry  spirit  of  the 
arguments  advanced  by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  he 
trusted  that  they  would  now  demonstrate  that  they 
were  not  insincere  in  the  grounds  they  had  taken. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  now  withdrew  the  call 
for  ihe  ayes  and  nays;  and 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  insisted  on  the  call. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  read  to  the  Senate  a 
section  of  tbe  law  of  1840. 

Mr.  HUNTINQTON  observed  that  the  section 
of  the  law  just  read  had  no  reference  to  his  amend- 
ment. His  design  was  to  previde  thnt,  if  a  num- 
ber of  persons  should  sgree  to  settle  on  one  small 
tract,  they  Ehonid  not  thereby  entitle  themselves, 
each,  to  a  qaarter  section  of  land.  There  was  land 
enough,  which  might  be  embraced  by  the  term 
"contiguous,"  to  extend  this  privilege  to  a  thousand 
individnals. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  briefly  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, and  could  not  conceive  why  gentlemen  should 
be  opposed  to  a  provision,  the  sole  object  of  which 
was  to  get  the  land  settled. 

Mr.  KING  of  Alabama  said  he  was  prepared  to 
go  as  far  as  any  gentleman  in  favor  of  the  pre- 
emption system,  but  he  conld  not  approve  of  that 
section  in  the  bill  now  proposed  to  be  amended.  It 
was  going  back  too  much  n  the  old  system  of 
"floats,"  under  which  frauds  innumerable  bad 
been  perpetrated  and  proved.  The  amendment 
was  proper  in  itself,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be 
adopted  wilhoat  insisting  on  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  thereupon 
withdrawn,  and  tbe  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  now  offered  an  amend- 
ment, which  proposed  to  strike  out  the  word  "eigh- 
teen," and  insert  "twenty-one,"  thereby  conining 
the  benefits  of  the  bill  to  heads  of  families,  widows, 
and  single  men  over  the  age  of  twenty.<me  years. 
He  said  he  thought  the  bill,  in  its  present  form, 
with  the  provision  for  minors,  would  be  highly  in- 
expedient. It  was  likely  to  produce  one  of  two 
evils,  and  perhaps  both.  It  would  either  encourage 
minors,  who  were  under  parental  government,  and 
who  had  not  the  capacity  in  law  to  enter  into  a  va- 
lid contract,  prematurely  to  leave  theirnative  home, 
under  the  temptation  of  Ketling  a  pre-emption  right 
in  the  put>lic  lands;  or,  if  an  indivitlnal  who  went 
upon  the  land  was  the  head  of  a  family,  and  had 
sons  over  eighteen  yearr,  instead  of  obtaiaing  a 
single  qaarter  section — which  was  the  benefit  the 
bill  professed  to  give  him — he  might,  through  his 
sons,  obtain  two  or  perhaps  three  quarter  seetioas 
more.  He  believed  that  it  had  never  before  been 
proposed  to  grant  tracts  of  the  public  lands  to  any 
but  adulis,  unless  they  were  heads  of  families. 
The  law  of  1838  confined  its  provisions,  as  to  sin- 
gle persons,  to  such  as  were  over  twenty.one  years 
of  age,  and.Mt.  H.  was  for  following  in  the  same 
path. 

Mr.  NORYELL  said  that  he  could  not  see  any 
great  necessity  for  the  amendment,  or  any  great 
danger  from  the  bill  as  it  stood,  because  thert  could 
not  be  very  many  minors  in  the  same  family  be- 
tween the  ages  of  18  and  91.  Every  body  ac- 
quainted with  Western  habits  knew  that  nothing 
was  uiore  common  than  for  young  men  to  leave 
their  homes  before  they  were  ef  age. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  suggested  that  young 
men  at  the  Sonth  were  in  the  habit  of  marrying 
earlier  than  in  the  colder  climate  of  the  Senator 
from  Conneciicul.  They  often  married  before 
they  were  twenty-one,  or  at  least  had  a  oontraet  on 
hand. 

Mr.  BT^NTINGTON  said  that  andoabtedly  the 
gentleman  was  correct;  but,  if  his  object  was  to 
provide  homes  foir  young  gentlemen  who  married 
so  soon  as  this,  why  was  not  the  clause  of  the  bill 
oon&ned  expressly  to  sach  eases} 


Mr.  PRENTISS  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
the  amendment,  and  hoped  it  wonId  be  adopted: 
for,  although  be  was  opposed  te  the  priaeiple  af 
the  bill,  he  widied  to  reikder  its  provisions  as  ^ 
exceptionable  as  possible.  In  the  remarks  be  hal 
taken  occasion  to  make  in  the  commeneemeat  of 
the  debate,  be  had  expressed  his  opinion  upam  (he 
policy  of  pre-emption  laws  in  general,  aad  e^peciai- 
ly  npon  the  poliey  ef  this  partienlar  bill—*  bO, 
he  was  obliged  to  repeat,  new  and  unpieeedeaied 
in  its  character,  and  most  extensive  in  iu  opnar 
tion.  While  all  former  laws  upon  the  sofafeet  had 
been  retrospective  and  temporary,  this  was  to  fas 
prospective  and  permanent.  It  not  only  enlarged 
and  extended  the  pre-emption  policy  beyoad  all 
pidvioiu  precedent  or  example,  but  in  iaet  mno- 
duced  new  principles  into  the  system.  Not  eoaieat 
with  subjecting  the  whole  public  domain,  surveyed 
and  nniarveyed,  to  the  operation  of  faoire  pn* 
emption,  without  any  limitation  of  time,  tbe  (mB 
broke  in  upon  the  relations  ef  patent  aad  efaild,  aad 
invited  minors,  young  men  under  age,  to  dcaert  tbe 
family  roof  before  thdr  maturity,  and  seek  tbetr 
fortunes  in  the  wildentess  of  the  West.  If  ilae  biU 
must  pass,  it  was  to  be  hoped,  at  least,  that  it 
would  be  divested  of  this  very  objectionable  fea- 
ture. 

The  bill,  Mr.  P.  s%id,  proposed  a  new  aad  m- 
tried  experiment,  and  he  feared  that  it  would  be  as 
■lisehievoas  io  its  eonsequenees  as  he  deemed  it 
unsound  in  principle  and  disorganizing  in  teadeney. 
An  he  notable  Senaror  had  yesterdaj,  in  jastitea- 
tion  and  support  of  the  bill,  referred  to  certain  laws 
which  existed  in  some  of  the  States  of  New  Eng- 
land^ The  honorable  member  seemed  to  diink 
that  between  these  laws  and  pre-emption  laws 
there  was  a  striking  analogy,  and  that  both  rested 
essentially  upon  tbe  same  principle.  Nothing,  ia 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  P.  could  be  mote  erroneooe. 
The  laws  to  which  reference  had  been  aiade  wen 
not  of  a  mere  arbitrary  character,  as  was  sapposed, 
bat  derived  their  origin  from  an  ancient  and  ap- 
proved principle — a  principle  as  old  as  the  tjittem 
of  equity  itself— as  old  as  the  code  of  the  civil  law. 
They  were  little  more,  in  snbstaoee,  Ihaa  the  en- 
actment into  tbe  form  of  law  of  a  well  known  rak 
of  equity,  making  that  a  legal  which  was  befion 
essentially  an  equitable  right,  and  providing  for  it 
a  simple,  cheap,  and  expeditions  remedy.  Tb^ 
allowed  a  party  entering  upon  land  under  eolor  MT 
title,  supposing  himself  to  have  a  valid  rigbt,  bat 
whose  title,  on  the  trial  of  an  ejacimeat,  tanel 
out  to  be  defective,  to  recover  compeasation  tat 
his  improvements,  or  rather,  for  what  he  had  made 
the  land  better.  Bat,  to  entitle  himself  to  eompeasa- 
tioB,  tbe  party  was  obliged  to  show  that  be  iMd  en- 
tered under  a  deed,  under  a  claim  of  title  appareal- 
ly  good.  The  laws  gave  no  relief,  nor  siTocded 
any  favor  to  mere  naked,  wilful  intradets,  nor  did 
they  hold  out  any  inducement  or  eneourageaieat  to 
lawless  invasions  or  wrongful  tntmsioBS  apoa  lbs 
property  of  another.  They  were  never  ytsjinfisi, 
but  always  rctroipetiiM,  applying  only  to  past 
cases,  and  were  enacted  from  time  te  lime,  aa  the 
purposes  of  justice  seemed  to  require.  ITotbiag 
could  be  more  just  than  that,  if  the  l^gal  owner 
would  lay  by,  without  asaerting  his  diie,  and  aof- 
fer  a  purchuer,  for  a  valuable  contidMaiion,  na. 
der  a  supposed  bnt  mistaken  right,  to  expend  tabor 
and  money  upon  his  land,  and  thereby  angsatutiis 
value,  he  should  not  be  allowed  to  turn  the  iane- 
cent  party  out  of  possession  withottt  remuneiatiag 
him  to  the  extent  of  the  real  worth  of  bis  impn*^ 
menu.  Such  was,  in  snbstance  aad  effect,  tbe  laws 
which  had  been  referred  to,  and  it  waaqaite  a  vis- 
take  to  suppose  that  they  afforded  any  eeuntenaaee 
or  sappwi  to  pie-enption  laws,  snd  especially  lea 
law  tike  the  one  proposed  by  this  bilL 

If  (said  Mr.  P.)  there  was  no  other  objeetioB  to 
the  bill  than  the  powerful  temptation  it  held  <Mt  to 
emigration,  that  objection  alone  would  be  sofleaeat 
with  him.  It  might  be  well  to  look  into  tbe  siaiiB- 
ties  of  some  of  the  old  States,  aad  see  what  had 
been  Ihe  progress  and  what  was  the  present  stale  of 
their  population.  That  would  enable  iheai  to 
'  judge  whether  it  was  wise  or  just,  by  acts  a[  legis- 
lation, to  create  motives  and  inducements  wUek 
eould  net  fail  to  give  a  new  and  aelive  impsitse  to 
emigration.  He  would  ask  atteatioB  to  ibe  noarij 
"  '  O 
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tiOD  of  bis  owB  State.  In  1830,  the  popolalion  of 
Vennont  was  over  t«o  hnndred  and  thirty-fire 
thoasand;  in  1830,  over  two  bandred  and  eigbty 
tbooaand;  and  now,  a  little  sbort  of  two  bandred 
and  iuDe>y-two  tboasand.  It  would  ihos  be  seen  ibat 
from  1830  to  1830  the  inertase  was  abont  foriy- 
flve  iboataad,  while  from  1830  to  1840  it  was  only 
aboat  eleven  thousand.  And  how  did  the  aeconat 
ttand  in  regard  to  the  neighboring  Biala  of  New 
Hampehiret  Id  1890,  the  popalaiion  of  that  State 
was  two  hundred  and  foity-fonrthonsand;  in  1830, 
'  two  hnndred  and  sixty-nine  tboasand;  and  now, 
aboat  (wo  hnndred  and  eighty-three  thoasand. 
From  1890  to  1830  the  increase  was  fbll  twenty- 
five  tboasand,  while  from  1830  to  1840  it  was  only 
aboat  foarteem  thousand.  In  some  of  the  towns  in 
Vermont,  the  pop«laiion  had  diminished  in  the  last 
ten  years,  and  there  was  reason  to  presume  that 
soeh  was  the  ea<.e  in  New  Hampshire.  Had  it  not 
been  for  the  manufactaring  bosiness,  which,  thot^ 
greatly  depressed  of  late,  had  built  ap  considerable 
villages  in  different  parts,  it  was  probable  that  the 
aggregate  of  popalation  would  not  have  been  aug- 
mented at  all  in  either  State,  bnt  might  have  been 
'  diminished. 

In  view  of  these  siartling  facts,  Mr.  P.  said  it 
was  quite  impdssible  for  him,  representing,  as  he 
did,  an  old  State,  to  give  his  support  to  a  measure 
whidi  offered  a  bounty,  and  a  most  tempting  boun- 
<r,  too,  to  emigiation.  While  he  would  impose  no 
Restraints  upon' emigration,  but  leave  every  one  to  go 
.  where  he  pleased,  he  would  give  it  no  extraordinary 
facilities  or  encouragement,  and  especially  such  en- 
eourageraent  as  this  bill  held  out,  and  which  no  one 
could  fail  to  see  mast  operate  very  injuriously  upon 
the  old  Slates.  Emii^raiion  to  the  new  States  was 
rapid  enough*,  and  one  would  think  that  they  ought 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  surprising  and  almost  in- 
credible accumnlatioDs  their  population  was  annu- 
ally receiving,  without  exacting  new  facilitiei  and 
new  encouragement  at  the  expense  of  the  old 
States.'  This  was  what  their  true  interest  did  not 
leqnire,  and  what  they  had  no  li^ht  to  demand. 
At  any  rate  it  was  what,  coming  as  Mr.  P.  did  from 
an  old  State,  and  meaning  to  petformhis  duty  faith- 
fully in  the  station  he  had  the  honor  to  occupy,  he 
was  not  willing  to  yield. 

Public  attention  (Mr.  P.  said)  was  awakened  to 
the  great  and  momentous  subject  of  the  public 
lands.  The  statesmen  and  patriots  of  the  country 
were  beginning  to  see  and  feel  the'  importance,  aad 
even  the  necessity,  of  adjusting  the  question,  and 
that  speedily,  loo.  It  was  not  difficali  to  tee  that 
the  pnblic  lands,  if  not  made  or  used  as  a  bribe  for 
Totet,  would  become,  mote  aad  more,  a  cause  of 
jealousy  and  collision  of  interest  between  the  old 
and  new  States,  tendin;  not  only  lo  conflict  of  opi- 
nion, 1>nt  to  alienation  of  feeling.  Every  one 
knew,  and  well  knew,  that  the  question  had  already 
catered,  moce  or  less,  into  the  politics  of  the  coun- 
try, aad  exerted  a  powerful,  if  not  a  corrupting  in- 
fluence in  elections;  and  unless  the  quesiiou  was 
soon  disposed  of,  it  \rould  not  only  create  a  combi- 
nation of  interest,  attended  with  oooeert  of  action, 
of  a  nature  and  aspect  at  once  alarming  and  ihrrat- 
ening,  bat  engender  a  sectional  spirit,  fostered  and 
inflamed  as  it  might  be  by  interested  and  ambitious 
poliiioians,  of  fearful  inflaence,  and  most  dangerous 
tendency.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
CuKotm]  had  been  so  deeply  impressed  with  the 
natnreand  extent  of  the  evils  which  threatened  the 
eonntry  froin  this  source,  that  he  had  felt  it  his  du- 
ty, as  a  public  man,  to  bring  forward  a  proposition 
for  settling  the  question,  by  ceding  away  and  dis- 
posing at  once  of  the  lands  themselves.  While 
Mr.  P.  agreed  with  the  honorable  Senator  as  to  the 
Mctssity  of  a  speedy  adjustment  of  the  question,  he 
eoold  not  agree  with  him  as  to  the  mode  of  doing 
it>  He  did  not  think  that  the  proposition  to  cede 
the  lands  to  the  Slates  in  which  they  were  situate, 
would  remove  any  of  the  evils  they  had  reason  to 
appRhend  from  suffering  the  question  to  remain 
open  and  undecided.  Passing  by  all  other  objecr 
tions  to  the  proposition,  it  was  enongh  that  the  ces- 
sion proposed  would  create  the  relation  ef  debtor 
and  creditor  between  the  new  States  and  the  Oene- 
m  Gforenraieni;  a  relation,  above  all  others,  to  be 
depreeatel  aad  studiously  avoided.  Besides,  if  the 
n»w  Stales,  without  s  otasioB,  Woqld  lonst,  •(  had 


been  said,  withoat  even  a  plausible  pretence  of 
right,  upon  having  all  the  lands  to  themselves  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  old  Slates,  they  would  be  quite 
as  likely,  after  a  cession,  to  insist,  against  right, 
upon  keeping  to  themselves  all  the  money  which 
the  lands  produced. 

In  the  opinion  of  Mr.  P<  the  only  plan  which 
seemed  to  be  at  the  same  lime  practicable,  consti- 
tutional, and  likely  to  settle  the  question  finally 
and  satisfactorily,  was  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  lands  among  the  Stales.  A  division  in  fair 
and  just  proportions  among  all  the  States  could  not 
fail  to  command  general  acqaiescence,  to  secure 
general  approbation,  and  give  general  satisfaction. 
It  would  put  an  end  at  once  and  forever  to  a  dan- 
gerously disturbing  and  distracting  question.  There 
would  no  longer  exist  among  politicians  any  mo- 
tive for  agitation  on  the  subject.  It  was  moreover 
the  onl;  conservative  measure — tbe  only  measure 
which  would  preserve  the  pubKc  domain,  save  this 
great  interest  of  tbe  iwuntry  ttoia  spoliation,  and 
secure  permanently,  and  for  generations  to  come, 
its  benefits  to  all  the  States. 

It  has  been  said,  among  other  things,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  measure,  that  if  they  took  from  the 
Treasury  the  revenues  arising  from  the  public 
lands,  tor  the  purpose  of  distribution,  they  would 
be  obliged  to  provide  in  some  way  for  tbe  deficien- 
cy it  would  occasion;  and  that  it  would  be  idle  and 
foolish  to  distribute  the  money  among  the  Stales, 
and  then  impose  taxes  to  supply  its  place.  Mr.  P. 
would  frankly  admit  that  the  reasoning  of  gentle- 
men wo^ld  be  nnanswerable,  and  be  should  feel 
himself  bound  to  ;rote  against  distribution,  if,  in 
his  opinion.  Congress  had  the  right  either  to  distri- 
bute or  retain  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  at  its  dis- 
cretion, and  the  qaestion  was  simply  a  question 
whether  so  much  money  should  be  retained  or  dis- 
tributed, and  nothing  more.  In  his  view,  the  ques- 
tion went  far  beyond  that,  and  involved  other  and 
higher  considerations.  It  was  a  question  which 
agitated  and  distracted  the  c«nndls  of  the  nation, 
and  affected  tbe  peace,  tranquillity,  and  harmony 
of  the  Union.  It  was  on  high  considerations  of 
public  policy,  for  the  sake  of  settling  the  qaestion, 
and  at  the  same  time  giving  to  the  Staiss  what 
rightfully  belonged  to  them,  that  he  was  in  favor 
of  distribution.  It  was  his  deliberate  opinion,  loni; 
since  formed  and  settled,  that  the  States  were  fairly 
and  justly  entitled  to  the  proceeds  of  all  the  public 
lands  embraced  in  the  compacts  of  oession.  He 
had  given  the  reasons  for  th^  opinion  on  a  former 
occasion,  and  he  did  not  know  that  he  could  add 
any  thing,  either  ne^s'  or  mattrial,  to  what  he  Ihen 
said.  He  then  considered,  as  he  now  considered,- 
that  the  question  depended  upon  the  terms  of  the 
deeds  of  cession,  connected  with  certain  provisions 
of  the  Constituiioa. 

The  deed  from  Virginia,  the  leading  and  most 
important  deed,  and  the  only  one  material  lo  be 
noticed,  declared  that  the  ,  lands  ceded  "sball  be 
considered  as  a  common  fund,  for  the  use  and  be- 
nefit of  nxk  of  tbe  United  States  as  have  become, 
or  shall  become,  members  of  the  Confe deration  or 
federal  alliance  of  said  States,  Firginw  iatlwiM, 
according  to  their  nsiial  rofittiiH  froforUoni  in  the 
general  charge  and  expenditure;  and  shall  be  faith- 
fally  and  ivMfidt  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and 
for  no  other  tise  or  purpose  whatsoever." 

It  would  be  difiieult,  giving  to  language  its  fair 
and  legitimate  tense,  to  make  this  clause  any  thing 
more  or  less  than  a  declaration  of  tri)st  in  behalf 
of  the  respective  Stales  composing  the  Confedera-  ~ 
tion.  Sneh  was  its  obvious  import  and  meaning. 
Tbe  words  "for  the  hm  and  iaiffit  rf  mtk  of  the 
United  States,  &e.  Vngaaa  tnoMuitw,"  could  be  re- 
garded as  notbi3)g  else  than  a  declaration  ia  terms 
that  the  oession  was  a  giant  to  the  use  of  die  seve> 
ral  States.  Bat  not  only  Was  the  use  declared  to 
the  States  as  SttUr,  the  proportion  in  which  Uie 
States  should  sbara  in  the  use  was  alto  declared. 
A  rule  was  given  for  apporlioniDg  tiie  fund  among 
the  Slates;  and  the  insertion  of  a  rule  of  apportion-  . 
ment,  of  itself,  necessarily  iinplied  a  several,  sepa- 
rate interest  in  the  States  in  the  common  fund. 
They  were  to  Aare  in  it  "according  to  the  nsaal 
rttftetiat  fnp»rtion$  in  the  general  charge  and  ex- 
penditure;" that  is,  they  were  to  (hate  r<qie<<tM% 
n  the  tmi,  each  Stale  to  hays .  ila  proportion,  its 


distributive  share,  according  to  the  ratio  prescribed. 
This  was  the  plain  import  of  the  language  used, 
and  there  was  nothing  in  the  words  "c«iiimon.^in4" 
which  at  all  varied  or  in  any  way  qualified  the 
meaning.  In  the  ease  of  a  grant  to  A,  in  trast  for 
the  use  aad  benefit  of  B,  C,  and  D,  the  fund  would 
be  acommon  fund,  whether  so  declared  or  not,  but 
the  beneficial  interest  would  be  several/  Nor  was 
the  meaning  ai  all  affected,  as  some  had  contended 
it  was,  by  the  words  in  the  concluding  clause, 
"and  shall  be  faiUifnlly  and  bona  fi4t  disposed  of 
for  that  fmpott,  ard  for  no  other  use  or  purpose 
whatsoever."  Disposed  ef  for  what  purposel  The 
wordi  referred  to  an  anteoedeot  member  of  ih;sen- 
tenoe,  and  auppose^  the  substantive  object  of  tbe 
grant  to  have  been  previously  declared  and  stated 
And  what  was  iti  Why,  to  form  "a  common  fund 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  ntcA  of  the  United  States, 
Ac.  VtrgMu  IneAisiM,"  &c.  That  was  Uie  declared 
purpose  of  the  grant,  and  that  was  Uie  parposs  for 
which  the  lands  were  required  to  be  sold.  The 
words  "according  to  tiie  usual  rMpeelnw  proportions 
{a  the  general  charge  and  expenditure"  were  used, 
not  to  designate  the  object  or  purpose  of  tbe  giant, 
but  to  give  a  measure  of  appurtioument,  and  limit 
and  fix  the  respective  interests  of  the  Slates  in  the 
fund.  Ths  short  and  true  reading  of  the  deed 
then  was,  that  the  cession  was  a  grant  to  the  Con- 
federation by  one  member  of  it,  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  itself  and  the  several  other  members  of 
it,  respectively,  to  be  diared  by  them  in  tbe  propor- 
tioits  specified.  Such  was  clearly  the  nature  and 
effect  of  the  cession  under  the  Confederation;  and 
had  the  substitution  of  the  pttsent  Constitution  and 
Ooverament  in  the  place  of  the  Confederation 
woiked  any  change  in  the  rights  of  tbe  States  to  the 
fund?  Whether  it  had  or  not,  would  be  eeen  from 
the  Constitution  itself: 

"Th«  Congna  ahall  bsTO  poww  to  dispoae  of  and  make  all 
needful  rule*  and  regutailona  rapecting  the  tarritoij  or  other 
propatiy  belonging  to  tbe  Unifed  Biatea;  and  notbiog  in  ibi* 
CoiMituiion  ihall  DesoconMruedaa  to  prejudice  any  claim  of 
the  Called  Suiee,  Or  of  anj  particular  State." 

"Alt  debta  contracted,  aiia  engagementa  entered  Into,  befbi* 
the  adoption  of  thie  Conatitntion,  ahall  be  aa  valid  againit  the 
United  Biate*  under  this  Conatitution  aa  under  the  Contedera- 
tion."  I 

These  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  which 
were  the  only  ones  haviiig  any  bearing  upon  the 
question,  instead  of  extinguishing  or  impairiag. 
in  any  degree,  the  obligation  of  the  compacts  of 
cession,  saved  and  confirmed  all  the  antecedent 
rights  springing  out  Of  them.  The  new  Constitu- 
tion superseded  the  old  Confederation,  but  the  trust 
continued  a  subsisting  and  bindmg  trust,  and  the 
beneficial  interest  in  Uie  lands  remained,  as  be- 
fore, in  the  States.  If  it  had  so  happened  Uiat  Uie 
trust  conld  not  now  b*  execated  in  Uie  precise 
manner  desigaated  and  directed  by  Uie  deed  of 
cession,  Ihen,  according  to  well  known  and  esta- 
blished principles,  it  was  to  be  executed  as  neariy 
in  that  manner  as  was  practicable,  or  in  sucb 
other  vray  as  would  give  effect  to  the^trnst.  If 
Congress  cuuld  not  apportion  the  fund  among  the 
States  in  tbe  mods  specified  and  presenbed,  it  was 
hound  to  adopt  such  other  cOaise  as  would  ap- 
proximate in  its  results  the  nearest  to  that 
mode. 

Sach,  Mr.  P.  said,  was  his  reasoning  upon  the 
qaestion  at  the  last  session,  and  what  he  had  now 
said  upon  it  was  littie  else  Uian  a  repetition,  in  sub- 
stance, of  what  be  dien  said.  Distribution,  he 
would  repeat,  was,  in  his  judgment,  tbe  right  of 
the  States.  Jusuoe  not  only  required  it,  but  it  was 
demanded  by  considerations  of  policy  of  the  high- 
est and  most  weighty  nature.  He  thooght  the 
Uianks  of  die  country  were  due  to  the  honorable 
Senator  who  originally  jbro  tight  forward  Uie  pro- 
position. It  was  a  wise,  just,  and  conciliatory 
ineaaure;  and  Mr.  P.  would  venture  to  say  that, 
among  all  the  measures  which  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Kentucky  had  originated,  and 
which  had  rendered,  aad  would,  in  future  history , 
render  his  name  signally  conapicious,  the  mea- 
snre  of  distribution,  above  all  oUiets,  would  be  re- 
garded by  posterity  as  Uie  highest  and  strongest 
evidence  of  his  wisdom,  hi?  sagacity,  bis  enlaced 
and  enlightened  patriotism. 
~  Mr.  P.  said  Uiere  was  one  other  topic,  not  ■nrf 
intimately  connected,  it  was  tine,  with  Uie  subject 
before  ths  Senate,  upon  wbicl)  he  wished  to  say  a 
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two.  It  «M  a  topic  which  bad  arisen 
idoDtally  in  the  coarse  of  the  ditenssion, 
iiiced  ii,  not  becaase  it  had  any  immfr 
ing  apon  the  merits  of  the  main  qnestion, 
icconnt  of  its  general  importance,  and  for 
se  of  expressing  his  dissent  from  some 
etrines  which  gentlemen  had  taken  occa. 
fance  npon  it. 

been  said  that  the  Slates  bad  the  on* 
and  ezclosiTe  right  to  determine  and  fix 
Beations  of  electors,  and  might  by  their 
on*  or  laws  admit  whomsoerer  they 
rhether  citizens  or  aliens,  to  vote- in  elee* 
it  of  Siaie  or  Federal  officers.  To  that 
dr.  P.  eoald  by  no  means  agree.  It  was 
in  his  opinion,  repognant  to  soaod,  se- 
ed principles  of  national  policy,  but  was 
ible  with  the  express  proTision  and  plain 
d  intention  of  the  Constitation  ot  the 
ates. 

Dnstitation  gaTe  to  Congress  the  power 
'lisb  a  nniform  mie  of  naturaliiation." 
!r  thtis  given  was,  from  its  very  natnre, 
and,  thoogh  not  made  so  in  express  terms, 
tnrse  exclosire,  as  much  so  as  the  power 
e  commerce,  or  the  power  to  declare  war. 
s  being  one  nation  under  the  Constitation, 
powers  being  all  eqaally  and  strictly  na- 
heir  nature  and  character,  they  could  be 
only  by  the  National  Gotrernment.  It 
inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  the  Uniim, 
ejects  of  the  General  Government,  to  al- 
'  of  the  powers  to  be  exercised  by  the 
>>ngress  was  empowered  to  establish  a 
nle  of  naturalization,  and  for  the  parpose 
ig  unirormiiy  on  a  subject  of  such  high 
concern,  tbe  power  was  surrendered  by 
and  vested  in  the  General  Government. 

to  be  borne  in  mind  that  no  one  could  be 
}f  any  State  without  being  a  citizen  of 
il  States.  The  Constitution  declares  that 
ins  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
leges  and  immnniiies  of  eilisens  in  the 
lates."  A  eitiaen  of  any  one  State,  Ibere- 
t  have  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  eiti- 
very  other  Aatc;  and  this  consideration 
nothing  else  wtmld  do  It,  demonstrated 
repngnaney  and  ihcompatibility  of  the 
if  the  power  by  the  States.  Il  was  true 
^  once  supposed,  and  indeed  even  held  by 
lary,  that  the  States  possessed  a  concur- 
>nty  in  the  matter  of  naturalization;  but, 
Ig  the  nature  and  parpose  of  the  power, 
lueh  concurrent  authority  would  i«nder 
r  entirely  nugatory  and  wholly  defeat  iis 
9  error  which  prevailed  for  a  time  had  at 
en  way  to  sounder  reasoning  and  more 
nsiv*  and  enlightened  views  upon  the  sub- 
at  it  might  now  be  considered  as  settled 
lished  t^t  the  power  was  ezeclusive. 
)wer  of  naturalization  given  in  the  Cob- 
Mr.  P.  said,  neceasarify  implied  that  no 
be  a  citizen,  or  enjoy  tbe  full  rights  of  a 
lio  was  not  sneh  by  nativity  of  birth,  ez- 
ituraliiation.  Every  one,  therefore,  was 
rho  was  not  a  dtiztn,  either  native  or  ni- 
and  the  question  was,  could  tbe  elective 
be  given  to  aliens  to  persons  who  owed 
ince  to  the  country,  but  were  bound  by 
to  a  foreign  country,  which  was  tbe  le- 
ion  of  every  alienl  If  the  States  could 
ise  the  power  of  naturalization,  could 
Vr  all  the  essential  civil  and  political 
privileges  which  naturalization  gavel  If 
:  not  directly,  in  a  legal  and  oonstltational 
Ite  an  alien  a  dUzen,  could  ihey  give  him 
Ills  which  belonged  to  a  citizen,  and  thus 
but  stibstanlially,  exercise  tbe  power  of 
.tioni  It  appeared  to  Mr.  P.  to  be  very 
tbey  could  not.  Tbe  Constiiutioa  of  the 
tales  was  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
I  bardly  necessary  tosay  that  evary  State 
on  or  law  which  was  repugnant  t9  any  of 
ons  was  of  no  validity,  andeoald  confer 
If  an  alien,  without  naturalinlioD, 
e  and  enjoy  all  the  rights,  dvil  and  politi- 
li  properly  appertained  to  a  citizen,  he 
to  every  iaisat  and  pwrpoee,  a  citizen  in 


every  thiog  but  in  nume.    There  would  be  notiung 
left  of  his  alienism  but  a  mete  abstraction. 

Mr.  P.  said  it  was  very  dear  to  him  that  the 
right  to  vote  in  political  elections  coald  only  be  be- 
stowed npon  dtizens,  native  or  nainralized.  The 
supreme  power,  according  to  the  theory  of  the 
American  Governments,  rested  wholly  in  the  dti- 
zens, or,  in  the  language  of  the  Constitution,  in  the 
psepi*— a  word  evidently  used  as  synonymous  with 
etIJsmf — and  it  might  be/tssumed,  as  an  elementary 
principle  in  our  political  iostitntions,  that  the  exer- 
cise of  the  powers  of  GovernmeDt  could  be  dele- 
gated by  none  but  citizens,  and  only  to  dtizena 
Citizenship,  on  the  general  priiusiples  of  law  and 
reason,  was  essential  to  the  capacity  oi  an  elector. 
Though  every  citizen  might  uot  be  an  eleetor,  no 
ons  could  be  an  elector  who  was  not  a  citizen.  It 
was  true,  the  States  might  superadd,  or  dispense 
with,  other  qualifications;  bat  they  could  not  give, 
of  dispense  with,  the  fundamental  one  of  dtizen- 
ship.  They  might,  perhaps,  repeal  the  common 
law,  which  disabled  an  alien  to  hold  lands,  and 
give  him  all  the  rights  of  property;  they  might,  per- 
haps, remove  other  disqualificalioDs,  and  allow  him 
to  be  a  juror,  or  to  enjoy  other  dvil  rights  depend- 
ing on  municipal  regulation  and  of  mere  munici- 
pal concern.  But  when  they  added  to  these  civil 
rights  ihe  political  privileges  which  belonged  only 
to  a  dtizen,  such  as  the  exerdse  of  the  elective 
frandiisv,  which  was  the  highest  function  of  a  dii- 
zed,  and  was  of  general  and  national  concern,  the 
eonstitueikcy  of  the  State  Qovernmenis  bdng  the 
constituency  of  the  Gleneral  Government,  they  did 
that  in  substance,  if  not  in  form,  which  was  pal' 
pably  at  variance  with  the  meaning,  spirit,  and  po- 
licy of  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that,  as  he  was  very 
friendly  to  early  marriages,  he  could  not  consent  lO 
vote  for  the  amendment;  and,  indeed,  on  a  little 
reflection,  be  was  persuaded  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut  would  never  find  it  in  his  heart  to  de- 
prive a  young  fellow  who  was  under  twenty-one, 
and  had  an  a^ectionale  wife  of  eighteen,  from  get- 
ting a  pre-emption  right  and  settling  down  in  life. 
As  to  oar  Western  boys,  he  believed  many  of  them 
were  disposed  to  marry  early,  and  he  thought  that 
those  who  did  so,  oDght  not  to  be  discouraged  from 
going  into  the  new  country.  Give  them  a  fair 
chance;  aud  even  those  who  were  not  married,  let 
them  go  and  erect  a  log  cabin,  and  get  it  ready  to 
accommodate  a  wife  immediately  after  they  should 
be  twenty-one.  He  thonght  it  would  be  rather  a 
reflection  on  the  Senate  should  tbey  refuse  so 
small  a  boon.  The  provision  in  the  bill  could 
do  no  harm,  and  he  could  not  eonseat  to  strike 
it  out. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  said  his  colleague 
had  proposed  an  amendment  which  he  deemed  a 
very  proper  one,  and  that  be  should  have  given  his 
vote  for  it  with  great  cheerfubiess,  bad  a  vote  been 
lakennpon  it;  but  be  did  not  feel  disposed  to  sustain 
the  one  new  offered  by  him.  He  remarked  that  if 
the  settlement  and  cultivation  of  the  new  lands 
were  primary  considerations  with  ibe  people  of 
this  nation,  collectively  or  individually,  he  thonght 
the  people  of  the  old  States  would  feel  as  deep  an 
interest  in  tbe  disposition  as  those  of  the  new;  and 
it  was  his  opinion  that  the  inhabitants  of  Ihe  old 
States,  and  especially  those  of  Ihe  Eastern  Stales, 
would  be  quite  as  much  benefited,  if  not  more,  by 
pre-emption  laws,  than  those  of  the  new.  Had 
there  not  been  (said  Mr.  S.)  great  inducements  lo 
the  enterprising  people  of  the  Eastern  States — and 
none  were  more  enterprising  ttian  the  people  of 
ConnecticBt,  whom  he,  in  part,  had  the  honor  to 
represeni^ — to  emigrate  and  settle  npon  the  new 
lands  at  the  West,  there  wbald  probably  have  been 
as  dense  a  population  at  this  time  in  many  ef  the 
old  States,  or  nearly  so,  as  in  the jnost  crowded. 
European  States;  and  he  was-not  disposed  to  check 
the  spirit  of  emigration,  by  which  they  were  so 
signally  marked,  and  from  which  so  much  personal 
benefit  had  been  derived;  and  he  was  disposed  to 
give  them  every  advantage  that  tbey  could  have  by 
emigration,  not  as  an  inducement  to  go,  but,  if  they 
were  disposed  to  go,  as  a  compensation  for  the 
many  sacrifices  they  were  eompellfd  to  make,  in 
leaving  a  well  cultivated  land,  with  all  the  conve- 
niences and  comforts  it  afforded  them,  for  a  wild 


and  UDcoltivated  country,  where  depiivaiiont  ud 
hardships  surrounded  them  for  nuny  years.  Ofm 
families  moved  with  unly  the  means  of  canriag 
them  there,  and  without  any  thing  to  purchase  cc 
pay  for  bread  after  their  arrivat  Pre-emptiaa 
rights,  in  such  cases,  would  be  very  valaable  Is 
them,  and  often  equal  to  a  small  capital.  Thi^ 
had  only  to  select  a  farm  and  go  to  work,  and  be- 
fore they  were  called  upon  for  payment,  their  faias 
were  suffidently  cleared  to  enable  them,  not  only  n 
support  their  families,  but  raise  and  spare  prodaes 
enough  from  them  to  pay  for  the  land.  Pre-empiiaB 
rights  will  enable  a  great  many  worthy  citiaeas  to 
move  into  a  new  country,  where  they  will  aooaiiss 
with  the  country,  from  poverty  to  wealth;  tbey  m» 
there  enabled  to  take  rank  among  their  neigbboa, 
and  in  society  which  is  gratifying  to  their  ^■nMiint. 
and  to  give  full  scope  to  nteful  talents  which  other- 
wise might  have  lain  dormant,  and  been  smotbend 
and  stifled  by  tbe  cold  chills  of  poverty.  A  fouat 
man  without  means,  by  hiring  himself  oat  for  a 
few  years,  as  was  tbe  custom  in  the  New  ^^^glaail 
States,  could  earn  money  enongh  to  buy  hiaa 
good  farm,  upon  which  he  could  rear  a  respeetabla 
and  useful  family,  and  make  him  a  valuabh  home 
for  life.  The  impulse  that  is  given  to  society  I9 
such  dtizens,  the  rising  West  fnrniahes  m  with  the 
most  ample  evidence.  It  was  no  nnooiumon  thing 
to  see  those  who  had  thus  commenced  in  life,  evca- 
tual  y  become  prosperous  and  wealthr.  Then 
were  men  in  the  Western  conntqr  now  wonh  £f^, 
sixty,  and  even  a  hundred  ihousand  dollars,  who 
bad  gone  to  that  country  with  an  axe,  and  whan 
they  went  were  not  worth  the  dathes  ibey  woie. 
By  hiring  out  and  laboring  for  others,  at  tea  or  fif- 
teen dollars  a  month,  they  earned  and  saved  »i^»Mgb 
to  buy  Ihem  a  piece  of  land,  and  by  industry  aad 
integrity,  and  strict  attention  to  bnsineaa,  bad 
gaiiMtd  for  themsdves  valuable  repuiatioiis,  and 
were  among  the  most  valuable  and  respeetabie  of 
our  dtizens.  A  nun  in  the  Eastern  Stales,  who 
had  a  family  which  he  found  it  difficult  to  niaia- 
tain,  would  move  to  the  We«t,  bringing  with  hiM 
his  family,  and  among  tliem,  frequently,  aoas, 
healthy,  and  with  good  constitutions,  between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  twenty-one:  it  was  a  coaamoa 
occurrence.  When  he  arrived  at  the  West,  the 
services  and  labor  of  the  sons  would  commaBd  hi|^ 
wages;  and  they  were  not  backward  in  taking  ad- 
vantage of  it,  and  would  hire  out  and  labor  for 
others,  while  tbe  father  would  clear  aad  sabdae  a 
piece  of  land  for  himself,  and  in  a  Ihtle  ahile  the 
sons,  from  their  wages,  would  be  enabled  to  par- 
chase  and  own  farms  of  their  own.  Thus  pleaiaat 
neighborhoods  were  formed,  having  similar  aad 
congenial  habits;  and  there  were  nearly  whole 
towns  in  Ihe  Western  country  which  had  beea  ae^ 
tied  by  people  originally  moving  from  the  Mas 
neighborhood  in  tbe  Eastern  States}  and  iboi^  lar 
removed  from  their  native  land,  were  in  dM  fall  en- 
joyment of  all  the  social  relations  aid  pleasorea  that 
are  so  endearing  to  man. 

The  young  and  inexperienced  memban  ot  Ihe 
family,  thus  settled  and  established  Bear,  and  in  Ihe 
vicinity  of  the  parents,  could  easily  avail  theoi- 
selves  of  their  experience,  and  receive  their  advice 
and  friendly  aid.  Tbe  advantages  derived  from 
society  thus  formed  and  ooastitniel,  bodt  to  indivi- 
duals and  the  public,  Mr,  S.  said,  were  too  appanat 
to  be  doubted;  and  he  had  a  suong  desire  ta  aid 
them  in  their  prosperity,  and  certainly  should  not 
knowingly  do  any  thing  to  prevent  il. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  he  wished  the  hoao- 
rable  Senator  irom  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Baoaa«*a] 
had  furnished  a  loore  practical  commeaiary  Ihia 
he  had  done  on  his  own  doctrine  of  early  mar- 
riages. Mr.  H.  had  no  desire  to  prevent  the  pcoe- 
pority  of  enterprising  young  men,  who  ehoae  1« 
marry  early;  and  they  were  embraced  in  that  pto* 
viaon  of  tbe  bill  which  gives  the  right  of  pm  la^i 
tion  to  "every  person,  hting  Ou  luadtfa  fmUgl' 
but  he  could  not  consent  to  give  this  privilege  to 
minors  who  were  yet  single,  as  this  bill  does,  ante 
the  description  of  a  "single  man  over  the  age  of 
eighteen  years."  In  regard  lo  the  hUtiBr  cfaM^he 
was  inclined  to  "follow  in  the  fooistepe"  of  oar 
"predecessors,"  esteeming  their  policy  on  this  tab. 
ject  to  be  a  wise  one. 

Mr.  MANOUM^iaid  that^afler  the  htat  tplH 
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which  h»d  been  giren  in  favor  of  ibis  bill,  he  pre- 
samed  it  was  to  pass,  and  was  desirons  to  make  it 
■s  perfect  as  possible.  He  was  wllliBg  tbat  a 
ytang  man  over  eighteen  and  under  twrnty-one 
should  have  a  pre-emption  right,  provided  be  was 
married,  and  the  head  of  a  famil; ;  bm,  if  a  similar 
provision  wat  extended  to  other  minom,  he  appeal 
td  to  gentlemen  to  consider  what  was  tbe  effect 
lifcely  to  be  prodoeed  on  the  domestic  relations  of 
Ufe.  Inviting  ;oang  men  fh>m  ibe  homestead  of 
their  fathers,  eonfening  property  on  fliem  be- 
fore diey  were  of  age,  and  settling  ibem  in  massei 
in  a  neweooDtry — what  mnst  be  ihe  effect  of  thif 
on  themselves,  as  well  a>  on  the  commanily  into 
the  midit  of  which  ibey  were  thrown,  without  be- 
ing bonnd  to  jt  by  any  of  the  ordinary  social  tietl 
It  went  10  break  np  family  relations,  and  tempt 
yonng  lads  to  a  breach  of  the  dnty  they  owed 
their  parents.  Was  itwisethasto  stimalate  emigra- 
CiOB,  and  throw  yonng  and  inexperienced  boys  inte 
eireomuances  wl>ere  they  would  be  exposed  to  all 
manner  of  imposition?  What  right  had  such  yonng 
men  to  enter  on  our  public  domain  ander^ect  them- 
selves a  log  cabin  or  other  building  witfiout  the 
consent  of  their  parents'?  By  the  laws,  be  believed, 
•f  every  State  in  the  Union,  their  personal  ser- 
vices, nntil  they  were  cf  age,  belonged  to  tbeir 
father.  Would  geiitlemen  tempt  them  to  desert 
didr  dnty — to  deprive  tbeir  parents  of  the  aid  on 
Wbieh  ihey  leaned,  and  to  which,  by  the  laws  of 
the  coantry,  they  were  entitled,  and  which  they 
micht  claim  under  a  law  of  tar  higher  origin  and 
f^T  more  sacred  obligation! 

Mr.  NORVBLL  suggested  that,  by  the  laws  of 
the  General  Qovernmeni,  yonng  men  of  16  could 
hetome  purchasers  of  the  public  land.  There  was 
no  law  to  prevent  it;  and  why,  if  he  went  on  a 
piece  of  wild  land  with  ihe  intent  to  make  it  his 
home— if  he  enltivaied  tbe  soil,  and  erected  on  it  a 
dwdling,  ought  he  to  be  placed  on  a  worse  footing 
thanothertl 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  tbe  proposed 
amendment  to  strike  out  18,  and  insert  31,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YBAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
CImytoQ,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Henderson, 
Hnnttngton,  Ker,  Bjiigkt,  Mangnm,  Merrick, 
Nietaolas,  Phelps,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane, 
Rnggies,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sontbard,  Webster, 
White,  and  Williams— 34. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Fnlion,  Habbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mootoo,  Nicholson,  Nor- 
vell,  Perter,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecti- 
cut, Sturgeon,  Tallmadce,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall, 
Wright,  and  Yontig— 34. 

Tbe  Senate  being  equally  divided,  the  President 
gave  his  casting  vote  in  the  negative. 
So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
Mr.  HUNTINGTON  now  offered  ano'her 
amendment,  proposing  to  strike  out  from  section 
first  the  words  "has been  or  shall  be  distinguished," 
and  insert  "shall  have  been  exiingnisbed  at  the 
time  of  such  settlement."  So  tbat  if  the  amend- 
ment be  adopted,  it  will  read,  "on  any  of  the 
public  lands  to  which  the  Indian  titles  shall  have 
been  extinguished  at  the  time  of  sach  settlement." 
He  said  that  he  proposed  it  merely  with  the  view 
of  mairing  the  bill  more  explicit,  and  of  preventing 
misconstruction,  especially  as  the  regi<iers  and 
receivers  were  to  have  powf r  to  decide  in  a  sum- 
mary mtmner  ^nd  detinitively  all  questions  arising 
ander  the  act.  As  the  bill  mooi,  it  mi^hl  be  so 
construed  as  to  apply  to  land  to  which  the  Indian 
title  bad  not  been  extingaished.  The  object  of  the 
amendment  was  to  prevent  this.  Instead,  there- 
fore, of  the  words  in  the  bill,  "the  title  to  which 
has  been  or  may  be  rxiiogaished,"  be  proposed  (o 
snbstitnte  tlie  words,  "shall  have  been  extingaished 
at  tbe  time  of  such  settlement." 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  he  coneotred  in  Ihe 
amendment. 

Mr.  HDNTIKGTON'.  I  am  glad  there  is  one 
amendment  which  the  gentleman  can  approve. 

Mr.  CLAY.  And  I  am  glad  that  there  is  one  of 
tbe  gentleman'*  measures  which  I  can  approve. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  lejeined,  that,  although  he 
was  pleased  to  have  tbe  support  of  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  in  this  amendment,  he  thought  it 


more  important  to  have  a  majority  of  the  Senate 
to  concur  in  this,  as  they  already  had  done  in  ano- 
ther amendment  which  he  had  proposed,  and  to 
which  the  gtnileman  from  Alabama  bad  objected. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  he  wonid,  propose  to 
the  Senate  another  amendment,  tbe  object  of  which, 
as  in  the  last  case,  was  to  render  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  more  explicit.  He  could  not  suppose  it 
was  intended  tbat  the  pre-*mption  right  granted  by 
the  bill  should  be  extended  to  any  other  land  than 
the  quarter  section  on  which  the  pre-empiioner 
settled,  bnt,  as  the  bill  was  drawn,  it  mnst  be  mani- 
fest that  a  per«on  who  settled  on  a  quarter  section, 
and  brought  himself  within  tbe  scope  of  the  bill  by 
making  improvements,  Ac.  might  claim  a  pre- 
emption right  to  any  other  quarter  section  open  to 
pre-emption.  To  prevent  this,  Mr.  H.  proposed  to 
insert  in  the  13ih  line  of  the  4th  section,  after  the 
word  "land,"  the  words  "so  settled  npon-,"  so 
that,  if  amended,  it  will  read  "shall  be  entitled  ts 
a  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  a  quantity  of  the 
public  land  m  ttttltd  «pi>n,not  exceeding  one  quar- 
ter section." 

Mr.  LINN  inquired  whether  his  friend  from 
Conntctirnt  would  exclude  a  man  who  bad  settled 
on  a  fraction  containing  17d  or  180  acres.  The 
Senator  was  aware  that  in  tbe  survey  there  were 
some  fractional  seetiouR,  one  quarter  of  which 
would  not  always  be  19B  acres.  This  had  pro- 
doeed  some  diSerenoe  of  opinion  in  Missouri.  At 
some  land  offloes  a  man  was  allowed  to  enter  snch 
a  fraction,  and  at  others  not.  In  consequence,  an 
appeal  had  been  made  to  the  land  department  at 
Washington,  and  there  it  had  been  decided  that  the 
settler  must  confine  himself  to  the  exact  amount  of 
160  acres.  This  was  prodnciive  of  great  ineoave- 
nience.  Part  of  a  man's  farm  might  have  been 
on  f-neh  a  fraction,  and  he  was  thus  prereoicd  from 
eoterlns  it.  Such  case.^  could  be  provided  for  in 
this  bill,  and  he  should  be  sorry  to  see  it  pre- 
vented. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  that  the  case  sup- 
posed was  already  provided  for  in  the  bill,  and  his 
amendment  did  not,  in  bis  opinion,  jnieifere  with  it. 

The  question  being  put,  the  amendmeiit  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  now  offered  as  a  further 
amendment  a  new  section  to  the  bill  as  follows: 

"Sao.  10.  AttdttUfurllkeremiettdjThu  bsttm  toj  per- 
■00  claiming  Uw  lienefil  of  itii*  lavr  alMll  have  a  paiant  for  tha 
land  wlilch  no  may  claim  by  having  complied  wiiti  iw  provl- 
■iona,  ha  atiall  make  oaih  before  eome  person  authorised  by  law 
to  adinialMartlieaaiiia,  which  oith,  with  tbe  certificate  of  the 
penonadminiaiarinKit,  ahall  be  filed  with  the  reglaier  of  the 
proper  land  office  when  the  land  Ig  applied  Tor,  ami  by  aaid  re- 
(rlaieraent  to  the  office  of  the  (^mmtaaioner  of  Pobllc  I^inds, 
UMU  be  eataiad  u|>oa  the  land  which  ha  claima  to  Iria  own  rifht, 
audexcliiaively  for  hie  own  uia  and  benefit;  and  that  he  haa 
not,  directly  or  indirectly,  made  any  agreement  or  contract.  In 
any  way  or  manner,  wtihany  person  or  pemine  whaierer,  by 
which  the  title  which  he  inlght  acquire  from  tlie  Government 
of  ihe  United  tStateaahould  inure  to  the  use  or  Iwnefit  of  any 
one  except  himself,  or  to  convey  ortranafer  the  said  land,  or 
tha  title  which  he  may  acquire  lo  the'  aame,  to  any  other  par- 
eon  oif>eraonawhaisTer,atanyiubaequeot  time,  and  If  aiich 
peraoii  claiming  the  benefit  of  this  law  as  aforeeaid,  shall  swear 
falsely  in  the  premises,  he  shall  be  subject  toall  the  pains  and 
poialtiaaror  perjury.  <brfelt  the  money  which  he  may  hare 
paid  for  the  land,  and  all  light  and  title  to  tha  said  land;  and 
any  grantor  conveyance  which  he  may  have  made  in  pursu- 
ance of  suchagreement  orconlract  as  aforesaid  shall  t>e  void, 
except  in  the  hands  of  a  purcliaser  in  good  faith,  for  a  raloable 
coonderalion  without  notice.  And  the  certificaie,  which  shall 
be  filed  with  the  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  taken 
tobecnncluiive  evidence  that  the  oath  waa  legally  adminii- 
teiad," 

Mr.  H.  said  that  his  intention  in  this  amend- 
ment, as  in  the  others,  was  to  carry  out  the  pro- 
fessed object  of  tbe  law,  by  preventing  frauds  and 
securing  the  honest,  banafidt  settler  in  ihe  posses- 
sion of  his  land.  By  ihe  bill  in  its  present  form, 
any  individual  was  not  only  not  prohibited,  bnt 
was  permitted  to  enter  on  land  for  the  benefit  of 
others,  instead  of  himself.  Now,  if  tbe  design  cf 
the  law  waf  to  grant  a  pre-emption  right  to  the 
iwta  fide  settler  only,  was  it  n<H  reasonable  to  re- 
quire bis  affidavit  that  he  was  suchi  This  was  the 
seciuity  which  the  Government  had  against  frauds, 
and,  however  frail,  it  was  some  secoiity.  Did 
Western  gentlemen  want  others  to  get  the  boon? 
Did  they  desire  individuals  to  go  upon  the  land  for' 
tbe  benefit  ot  spccniatorsi  As  ihe  bill  new  is,  a 
man  might  openly  and  piofessedly  enter  on  a  qufur- 
ter-seotion  for  the  benefit  of  some  rich  speealator, 
and  obtain  for  him  the  right  of  preemption.  Mr. 
I  H.  said  (hat  be  followed,  in  ihi«  amtndmeni,  the: 


law  of  1838;  and  though  ha  admitted  that  it  would 
prove  a  very  iiudeqnate  security,  still  it  would  be 
some.  Good  citizens  would  not  refuse  to  take  the 
oaih. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  the  friends  of  the 
bill  had  no  wish  to  allow  men  to  enter  on  the  lands 
for  the  benfit  of  othen;  and,  hoping  that  the  amendr 
ment,  if  adopted,  might  possibly  have  the  effect  of 
reconciling  some  gentlemm  to  tbe  bill,  he  should 
not  oppose  it.  i 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  now  said  tbaCu  ihe  gen-  . 
tieman  from  Alabama  had  gone  thus  far,  he  hoped 
to  have  his  concurence  in  the  amendment  ha  waa 
about  to  propose.  The  law  was  not  only  ptospac- 
tive  but  permament.  He  desired  to  to  amend  it 
as  that  it  shonld  expire  by  its  own  limitaiion;  and 
it  would  be  open  to  renewal  if,  «n  trial,  it  shonld 
not  be  found  to  be  productive  of  evil.  He  willied, 
therefore,  to  provide,  as  in  former  pre-emption 
laws,  that  the  law  shonld  continue  in  force  Mr  a 
limited  time  only;  and  with  thai  view  he  offered 
tbe  f<-llewinK  amendment: 

"Sao.  11.  And  be  it  further  tnacttd,  That  tUsaUahallba 
and  continue  in  force  two  years,  and  no  longer." 

On  this  amendment,  Mr.  HUBBARD  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  LINN  said  be  vrished  to  offer  a  few  words 
on  this  amendment.  If,  said  Mr.  L.  we  are  to 
open  a  pre-emption  discussion  every  two  years,  ha 
predicted  that  it  would  cost  this  Government  ten 
timtn  as  much  as  it  will  ever  gain  by  the  abolish- 
ment of  tbe  preemption  system  altogether,  and 
putting  the  lands  to  tbe  highest  bidder,  which,  as 
has  been  conclusively  shown,  amounts  only  to  the 
difference  of  a  few  cents.  He  did  not  entertain  h 
doubt  of  it.  Why,  sir,  have  we  not  seen,  from 
time  to  time,  Congress  engaged,  day  ly  day, 
gravely  discussing,  at  an  immense  expense  to  the 
people,  the  question  whether  yon  would  pass  laws 
to  permit  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  wilderness  to 
purchase  their  lands  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  the  acrel  He  considered  the  money  thus 
spent  as  absolutely  squandered.  He  had  voted  for 
the  Senator's  amendment  [Mr.  HtrHnMSTOM's]  re- 
quiring an  oalb  to  prevent  fraud;  but  he  must  be 
permitted  to  say  that  there  have  been  an  almost  in- 
finity of  chaiges  of  fraud  brought  against  the  set- 
tlers on  our  Western  lands  which  were  nearly  des- 
litnte  of  foundation.  There  was  scarcely  ground 
enough  of  fact  for  a  mmi  to  plant  the  sole  of  his 
foot  upon  while  fulminating  the  thunders  of  denun- 
ciation and  abnse  which  have  been  heard  here  and 
elsewhere. 

I  believe  (aaid  he)  there  is  more  false  swearing 
in  the  cnsiom-house  of  one  of  our  large  cities,  in 
foot  npon  while  fulminating  the  thunders  ofdennn- 
ciation  and  abuse  which  have  been  heard  here  and 
elsewhere. 

I  believe  (said  hr)  there  is  more  false  swearing 
in  the  custom-bouse  ot  one  of  our  large  cities,  in 
one  day,  than  would  be  sufficient  to  damn  tbe  wht>le 
woild — certainly  a  thousand  times  more  than  ex- 
ists on  the  whole  line  of  our  frontier,  in  relation  to 
pre  emption  rights,  in  a  year.  It  has  become  al- 
most proverbial  to  charge  the  people  of  the  new 
States  with  a  want  of  moral  sense.  I  fling  back 
the  charge  on  those  who  make  it.  I  know  it  to  be 
unfounded.  I  stand  here  openly  to  deny  it,  and  I 
aver  that,  save  in  a  very  fkw  cases,  the  chaise  of 
firands  is  wholly  without  fcandation.  How  was  this 
system  of  a<M:osation  employed  against  Louisiana? 
It  was  said  that  the  speculatots  there  had  seized 
upon  the  fattest  and  most  beautiful  land  in  all  the 
oouatry,  and  by  fraudulent  practices  h^d  appro- 
priated it  to  themselves.  Well,  the  Government 
employed  an  agent  of  character  and  experience  to 
fo  to  the  spot  and  search  into  tbe  truth  of  tbe  charge. 
He  did  ao;  and  what  does  be  report  lo  youl  That 
he  always  heard  reports  in  relation  lo  some  otter 
neighborhood,  bnt  neVer  was  able  to  light  on  a  spot 
where  the  existence  of  fraud  waa  found.  As  be 
approached  the  ground,  the*  charge  receded  before 
htm:  it  vanished,  it  evaporated,  and  never  proved 
to  be  tangilje,  except  in  a  very  few  cases.  And  be 
would  venture  to  say,  that  if  similar  charges,  which 
have  been  made  elsewhere,  shall  be  subjected  to  a 
thorough  investigation,  gentkmen  will  almost  feel 
ashamed  that  they  ever  eniertained  even  a  suspicion 
of  their  Imth. 
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I  do  not  deny  that  fraad  may  have  been  perpe* 
irated,  but  I  do  say  that  it  has  occoired  as  seldom 
as  ever  will  be  possible  nnder  a  merely  hamao  law. 
Th«  system  of  floats  did,  1  admit,  gire  occasion  lo 
mneh  wrong  to  the  Dniied  States,  and  the  Qovern 
ment,  by  that  means,  lost  some  of  its  best  lands; 
and  yet  it  was  not  fraod,  bat  all  originated  from  a 
eonstroelido  giren  to  the  law  by  the  land  depart- 
ment  here.  He  said  be  was  opposed  to  that  con- 
atmeiion  at  ihe  lime,  and  shonld  be  still.  Tbe  ob- 
jeei  of  the  preemption  system  is,  that  tbe  new 
States  may  get  an  accession  of  good,  moral,  indns- 
irioos  settlers.  And  here  I  must  be  permitted  to 
say,  on  the  sabject  of  land  stealing,  that,  while  very 
little  has  been  committed  against  the  General  Qo- 
remmeai,  the  Uniied  States  have  been  guilty  of  no 
small  amonnt  of  ii,  as  regards  some  of  the  United 
States.  By  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  1803,  yoo  ac- 
quired possession  of  the  magnificent  territory  of 
Li/ttisiana,  stretching  from  the  Onlf  of  Blecieo  to 
the  sonrces  of  the  Misssl8si)>pi,  and  by  contignity 
to  tbe  great  Western  Ocean.  With  the  country 
was  traaferted  into  the.bosom  of  the  American 
family  many  thousand  souls,  mostly  ignorant  of 
our  laws,  customs,  and  manners.  This  Qorern- 
ment  was  bound  by  that  treaty  to  respect  that  pro- 
perty.  Bat  did  we  not  see  that  tbey  refused  for 
many  years  to  confirm  any  tract  over  one  league 
square,  or  any  tract  containing  a  lead  mine  or  salt 
spring.  Was  this  just  or  right?  And,  sir,  have  we 
nut  seen  these  same  lands  sold  and  the  money 
pocketed  by  the  Oovernment,  and  title  still  refused 
to  Ihe  elaintani?  aod,  when  lalien  from  him  and 
afterwards  confirmrd,  yon  force  him  to  take  the 
same  amonnt  from  yoar  picked  and  refuse  public 
domain  subject  to  sale  at  private  entry. 

This  yoa  call  carrying  out  a  solemn  treaty  in  (he 
spirit  in  which  it  was  made.  Bat,  sir,  I  do  not 
charge  this  (Government  with  {nira/Mnol  wrong  in 
this  matter,  notwithstanding  it  did  steal  some  of 
these  strangers'  lands.  But  I  do  ray  that  more 
rank  injastice  has  been  committed  by  the  Gav«rn- 
ment,  and  by  gentlemen  who  stood  here  and  saw  it 
done  before  their  eyes,  than  has  ever  been  commit- 
ted by  the  people  of  tbe  whole  State  in  relation  to 
your  public  domain. 

When  the  whole  of  Ihe  Slate,  during  the  last 
war  with  Oreat  Britain,  between  the  Misonri  and 
the  Mississippi  rivers,  was  left  to  defend  itself  by 
a  population  who  had  settled  on  the  lands  in  de- 
fiance of  your  laws,  these  very  squatters  proved  to 
be  your  best  soldiers,  and  such  they  ever  will  be. 
And  when  the  eld  States  shall  be  sunk  in  follies 
and  crimes,  and  shall  have  become  a  Government 
of  mere  properly,  there  will  still  be  found  on  the 
frontier  a  gallant  band  of  hardy  agriealturist*, 
among,  whom  the  loveqf  liberty  will  still  survive, 
'  and  whose  virtue  and  patriotism  will  be  the  preser- 
vation of  our  free  institutions.  God  forbid  that 
any  unkind  feeling  should  be  excited  in  my  bosom 
by  the  acts  of  this  Government  in  reference  to  Mis- 
souri. I  am  an  American  citizen,  thoronghly  and 
.  truly  such,  as  my  votes  will  prove;  but  I  confers  I 
do  feel  nettled,  at  limes,  when  I  hear  my  constilu- 
en  s  chargtd  as  tbey  have  been  on  this  fluor;  and  if 
I  am  driven  to  carry  the  war  on  this  side  tbe  moun- 
tains, in  their  defence,  I  promise  it  will  be  in  no 
measnred  terms.  And  if  the  question  is  to  be 
made  of  comparative  uo.-ali  y  and  of  simple  re- 
publican integrity,  weU  do  I  know  on  which  side 
tbe  balance  will  rest. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  that  tbe  amtnd- 
ment  was  one  of  greatrr  importance  than  at  first 
view  it  might  appear  to  be.  In  all  the  pra-emption 
laws  heretofore  passed,  a  clause  had  been  inserted 
limiting  their  coniinnance  to  two  years;  and  the 
question  for  the  Senate  now  to  decide  war,  whether 
tliey  would  deviate  from  tbe  uniform  conrse  of  le- 
gislation, and  now  pass  a  pre-emption  law  which 
shoald  be  interminable  in  its  duration.  It  seemed 
to  aim  that  there  weie  so  many  considerations  in 
favor  of  tbe  Senate^  Jisteniog  to  the  amecdment 
and  giving  force  to  the  atgnmenis  in  its  favor,  that 
they  could  not  well  refuse  to  adopt  it.  What  was 
the  system  which  ii  was  orop^^sed  lo  enact  for  a  pe- 
•  "?<' ''"^'y  "olinuied?    It  was  a  system  new.  m- 

^'^hi^f-lf?'"""  '"  '^^  "'"  ■»*•    »'  ''«•»'  to  open 
to  the  right  of  pre-emption  the  whole  of  the  landlof 


the  United  States  on  which  the  Indian  title  had  been 
extinguished;  all  that  were  subject  to  private  entry; 
and  all  that  had  not  yet  been  surveyed  and  pat  up  at 
auction.  It  invited  settlers  to  seize  upon  the  land 
before  it  bad  been  surveyed.  It  was  a  virtnal  re- 
pc^  of  the  auction  system,  for  when  all  the  good 
land  should  be  taken  up,  what  would  there  be  left 
for  tbe  auction  to  operate  upani  Nothing.  It 
amounted  to  a  total  alteration  of  our  land  system, 
which  bad  been  in  successfa  1  operation  for  more 
than  fifty  years;  a  system  under  which  Oaio,  from 
being  an  nncoltivated  wilderness,  had  sprang  up, 
as  if  by  enchantment,  into  a  densely  i^tded  Statr, 
numbering  a  million  and  a  half  iDhabiianUi,  while 
other  Slates  through  the  entire  West  had  advanced 
with  a  pregress  not  less  rapid.  Is  it  wise  (said  Mr. 
C.)— let  me  put  it  to  the  Senate-— let  me  put  it  to 
the  c .untry — is  it  wise  to  put  this  matter  out  of 
reach  ef  our  hands,  until  we  are  perfectly  sure  that 
it  will  work  welll  Let  me  put  a  case  to  the  friend* 
of  this  bill.  Here  is  a  new  district  of  lands  opened, 
{ands  of  the  most  invitlDg  character,  containing  ex- 
actly the  proper  proportion  of  prairie  and  timber, 
beautifnlly  situated,  and  of  the  highest  degree  of 
fertility.  You  then  issue  your  proclamation  to  all 
tbe  world,  inviting  all  who  choose  to  rujh  npon  the 
fresh  and  virgin  soil,  nnder  tbe  promise  that  they 
shall  have  a  pre  emption  right;  and  they  come  at 
your  call.  Now,  by  the  provisions  of  the  present 
land  system,  you  declare  that  the  sixteenth  section 
in  every  township  shall  be  reserved  for  purposes  of 
education.  By  the  effect  of  this  bill,  that  section  is 
gone;  it  is  gone.  Who  does  not  foresee  that  such 
a  settlement  as  is  here  invited,  most  lead  to  scenes 
of  violence  and  contention  in  regard  to  land  titles, 
on  which  no  patriot  eye  can  look  but  with  sorrow 
and  dismayl  Under  these  circumstances,  what  is 
now  proposed  by  my  friend  from  Connecticut?  It 
is  merely  to  bring  tbe  act  nnder  review  at  the  end 
of  two  years,  when  it  shall  have  undergo|ie  some 
trial  as  to  its  practical  operation.  And  is  this  a  new 
propngall  have  not  all  our  pre-emption  laws  here- 
tofore'been  limited  in  point  of  timet  Not  one  of 
them  has  been,  like  this,  universal  in  its  range,  and 
unlimited  in  its  duration. 

SomeihtDg  has  beea  said  about  (he  tediousness 
of  legislation,  and  the  great  consumption  of  con- 
gressional time,  occasioned  by  our  debates  on  sub- 
jects connected  with  the  public  domain;  but  have 
gentlemen  attended  to  the  facts  on  this  subject?  I 
say  that,  bnt  for  the  series  of  experiments  which 
has  been  so  fatal  in  its  operation  on  tbe  whole 
country  and  on  all  its  interests,  the  sessions  of  Con- 
gress, instead  of  increasing  in  length,  have  shown 
a  constant  tendency  to  diminntion.  I  have  before 
ne  a  very  curioas  document  on  this  subject,  em- 
bracing every  sessien  of  Congress  from  1789  to  tbe 
present  time,  being  fifty-two  annual  sessions.  And 
what  are  tbe  results  it  exhibits?  That  the  two  first 
sessions  of  Congress,  after  Ihe  Grovernment  went 
into  operation,  were  among  the  longest  of  any — one 
of  them  continuing  two  hundred  and  twenty-otie 
days,  and  the  other  two  hundred  and  ten.  I  know 
it  has  been  said,  and  truly  said,  that  this  is  to  be 
accounted  for  from  the  fact  that  our  whole  system 
bad  then  to  be  organized;  that  the  first  Congress 
had  to  pat  the  new  and  vast  machine  of  the  new 
Constitution,  with  its  maltitadinoas  parts,  into  mo- 
tion. But  I  find  that  in  tbe  fourth  Congress  there 
was  a  session  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven 
days;  and  in  the  sixth  of  one  tiundred  and  ninety 
days.  Another  session  exhibits  one  handred  and 
twenty-one  days;  and  another  one  bondred  and  se- 
venty-seven. And  what  do  yon  spppose  was  the 
longest  session  fnot  including  that  in  which  war 
was  declared  against  Great  Britain)  since  tbe  Go- 
vernment went  into  operation?  It  began  in 
November,  1797,  and  ended  in  July,  1798 — oete- 
pying  S46  dayd.  The  next  longest  was  the  session 
during  which  we  went  to  war  with  England,  and 
which  continued  S45  days;  and  so  tbe  list  goes  on, 
the  long  sessions  gradnally  diminishing  in  their  ex- 
tent until  Gen.  Jackson  came  into  power.  They 
commenced  a  new  system  of  legislation— the  at- 
tacks on  banks,  the  removal  of  the  deposiles,  die 
multiplication  of  graduation  and  pre-emption  bills, 
wid>  all  the  other  wild  and  reckless  and  ruinous 
measures  whidi  have  prostrated  the  bnsinete  and 
proepetiQr  of  Uieoonntry. 


Away  with  the  idea  that  we  are  to  be  frigtueaed 
iu'o  the  adoption  of  t^ie  present  bill  from  any  hope 
of  relieving  ourselves  from  labor  and  from  those 
high  responsibilities  and  sawed  dnties  which  have 
bMU  imposed  upon  us  by  the  Coastitntioii.  It  hu 
no  foundation  in  fact.  Tbe  whole  connuapiioB  of 
time,  of  which  gentlemen  make  anefa  heavj  eo«- 
plaints,  ha*  been  caused  by  their  own  impaiieaee 
under  the  operation  of  oar  most  admirable  laai 
system.  All  we  ask  of  them  is  that  they  will  foi^ 
bear,  that  they  will  submit  to  a  system  which  has 
been  80  long  and  so  suocesafully  tried,  and  there 
will  be  a  gintdual  diminution  of  the  time  coBsamed ' 
from  year  lo  year  in  the  discussion  of  land  debates. 
Yei,  afier  all  ihe  complaints,  the  longest  seasioa 
we  bave  ever  bad  was  within  twelve  years  Croa 
tbe  commencement  of  tbe  Government.  Tbe  next 
longest  was  that  in  which  we  declared  war,  and 
the  other  long  sessions  have  happened  ainoe  taca. 
Jackson  came  into  power. 

Now,  I  ask,  shall  we,  as  wise  men,  as  safe,  ja- 
dicioas'men,  east  behind  us  all  the  advantages  of 
an  old,  and  long  tried,  and  advantageous  sysieia, 
which  has  worked  well  and  produced  the  happieai 
results,  and  subject  onrselves  to  a  new,  ontiied, 
and  interminable  scheme  like  that  proposed  in  the 
present  bill?  What  will  be  its  effect  in  a  fioandal 
point  of  view?  The  Government  is  now  agronnd. 
Theory  for  Treasury  notes!  Treasury  notes i  is 
the  only  remeJy  sounded  forth  from  the  hud  of 
tbe  Treasury  DepartmenL  The  denounoeis  of 
banks,  and  bank  paper,  and  the  credit  system,  sow 
cry  in  our  ears  for  more,  and  more,  and  yet  mote 
foftr  irumey.  I  call  the  attenlion  of  the  Senate  to 
one  of  the  reports  from  tbe  Secretary,  from  which 
it  will  be  perceived  that  there  is  a  labored  exertioa 
throughout  to  diminish  tbe  charges  npon  Qovaia- 
ment,  and  to  augment  the  receipts  of  the  eurreat 
year.  And  this  extravagant  Administration,  m  its 
expiring  moments,  begins  to  preach  economy — a 
word  which  has  been  heretofore  rigorously  excladed 
from  their  political  vocabulary.  Look  at  his  esti- 
mate of  the  prodnct  of  the  customs  daring  the  pre- 
sent year.  He  sets  them  down  at  19,000,000;  and 
on  what  dau?  On  none  whatever.  Only  because 
it  was  convenient  to  swell  the  income  to  that 
amount  The  product  ot  the  last  year  was  bat 
13,000,000,  and  why  does  he  estimate  ihu 
of  the  coming  year  at  19,000,000?  Simply  be- 
cause those  figures  would  enable  him  to  show  a 
little  surplus  in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  sf  the  year; 
and  if  for  that  purpose  an  estimate  of  tweniy^ve 
millions  had  beea  necessary,  it  woold  have  bees  to 
set  down.  Look  at  his  report,  and  what  does  he 
say?  Why,  that  there  is  a  "strong  illostraboa  of 
the  probability  of  a  conjecture."  Yes,  we  bave 
the  "strong  illustration  of  the  probability  cf  a  eoa- 
jeeture."  This  laagaage  reminds  me  very  much  of 
ihe  expression  nsed  by  a  friend  of  mine  now  not 
living,  but  then  a  member  of  tbe  Legislaiiue  of 
Kentucky.  Rising  to  speak  to  some  matter  in  de- 
bate, be  said  that  he  thongfat  "he  had  a  sort  of  a 
!-ign  of  a  symptom  of  a  sensation  of  an  idea  oa 
the  subject  before  tbe  House."  And  really  that 
seems  as  good  to  me  as  Ihe  Secretary's  "strong  il- 
lustration  of  the  probability  of  a  eonjeetnre."  Aad 
after  all,wbatis  this  "strong  probability?"  It  tsaaa- 
ked  estimate  of  the  honorable  Secretary  that  the  re- 
ceipts from  the  citstoms  will  amonnt  to  ninettea 
millions. 

I  see,  in  a  certain  paper  tent  by>him  to  aaothn 
part  of  this  Capitol,  that  the  Secretary  tells  us  this 
overabundant,  overwhelming  revenue  for  the  fiiat 
quarter  of  1841  will  amount  to  $3,000,600.  Where 
does  be  get  the  other  (16,000,000,  and  what  do  yoa 
propose  to  do  under  such  a  miserable,  wretdxd 
state  of  the  finances  as  that  in  which  the  present 
Administration  is  aboat  to  leave  the  Treasury?  A 
gentleman  possessed  of  the  feelings  of  honor  and 
self-respect,  if  he  were  about  leaving  a  building  and 
delivering  it  ap  to  the  oceopaiion  of  others,  vonM 
be  careful  to  have  it  put  in  the  nicest  order.  He 
would  bave  the  locks  repaired,  tbe  painting  and 
whitewash  renewed,  all  the  fastenings  of  the  hoa;e 
overhauled,  and  the  entire  premises  scrubbed, 
washed,  and  put  in  a  state  of  complete  and  credi- 
table repair.  Bnt  what  bave  we  here?  Tbe  Ad- 
ministration who  are  about  to  sarrendeaihe  pnbKe 
Departments  to  the  possMsion  of  those  whom  Iha 
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people  have  chosen  to  be  their  saccessors,  are  lear- 
iag  eveiy  Ibing  topsytarry,  and  ia  a  Mate  of  the 
utmost  eoafasioo,  dilapidation  and  decay.  The 
financial  effect  of  this  bill  will  be  to  diminiah  ihe 
carrent  ezpeluet  of  the  year  by  every  pre-emption 
that  shall  be  sold;  and  I  here  I  pi«di6t  that  Ihe 
greatest  amoant  derived  next  year  froin  the  pab- 
lie  landA  will  be  Awm  sales  to  pre-eibptionets;  and, 
at  they  hkve  a  year%  credit,  (he  money  will  not 
come  into  the  Treaanry  till  (he  year  followrng. 

Bat  I  have  b^en  drawn  aside  from  that  which 
tempted  me  lo  trouble-^ihe  Senate  on  the  present 
occasion.  I  intreat  gentlemen  to  forbear,  and  to 
give  a  fixed  limitation  to  the  operation  of  (heir 
■bill,  and  not  send  forth,  with  a  censas  yet  untold, 
and  with  elect  members  on  Congress  not  in  their 
dlaces,  a  measure  which  may  operate  most  injori 
ODsly,  and  which,  if  it  shall  operate  well,  will, 
without  doubt,  be  continued. 

Mr.  CtiKY  of  Alabama,  said  be  should  not  now 
attempt  any  reply  to  what  bad  been  said  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentacky,  on  the  sabject  of  the 
Treasury  notes.  He  had  risen  to  correct  the  Se> 
nator  in  an  important  matter  of  fact.  That  gentle- 
man bad  said  that  (he  practical  operation  of  the 
bill  would  be  to  deprive  the  new  States  of  the  be- 
nefit deriTed  from  the  reservation  of  the  sixteenth 
section  in  every  township  for  purposes  of  ednca- 
lion.  Mr.  C.  regretted  that  the  memory  of  the 
honorable  Senator  should  be  so  conveniently  shott 
in  reference  to  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  The  snb- 
jeet  of  these  reserved  sections  had  been  adverted 
to;  the  objection  bad  been  brought  forward,  and 
Mr.  C.  bad,  in  consequence,  offered  an  amendment 
declaring  that,  if  a  pre-emption  was  found  (o  in- 
terfere with  a  sixteenth  section,  it  should  be  re- 
moved, and  that  section  leA  untouched.  Did  not 
every  one  know  that,  by  the  law  which  was  the 
foundation  of  onr  land  system,  these  sixteenth  sec- 
tions were  to  be  reserved)  And  were  they  not  ex- 
cepted by  the  bilit  And  yet  the  Senator  could 
rise  and  tell  the  Senate  that  the  effect  of  the  bill 
would  be  to  take  Sway  the  land  reserved  for  com- 
mon schools. 

As  to  Ihe  clearness  of  the  language  employed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the 
retrenne,  Mr.  C.  could  not  perceive  that  it  bad  any 
v«ry  intimate  connection  with  the  present  bill. 
Nor  eoald  he  perceive  the  necessity  of  going  aside 
:o  make  an  attack  on  a  distinguislied  individual 
low  retired  from  pnbUc  life,  but  who,  like  some 
ivil  genias,  seemed  to  be  ever  present  to  the  mind 
>f  that  honorable  Senator.  And  why?  Had  not 
he  Senator  told  the  Senate  that  after  the  4th  of 
March  his  political  friends  would  have  the  postea- 
lion  of  power,  not  only  m  the  Executive,  but  in 
Mth  branches  of  the  Legislature?  And  soppose  the 
rill  should  be  ever  so  injurious,  would  they  be 
ifraid  to  repeal  it?  That  weuld  be  a  question  for 
hem  to  consider.  But  if  they  chose  to  do  it,  they 
wovM  certainly  have  the  power.  'The  Setutor  had 
laid  that  this  bill  was  to  be  irrevocable,  and  (o  pre* 
rent  this  he  argued  for  its  limitation.  Now  one  of 
tee  first  lessons  Mr.  C.  had  learned  in  the  study  of 
Stackstone  had  been,  that  one  Parliament  poe- 
lessed  no  power  to  control  and  bind  a  sabs«qneBl 
Parliament.  How  then  could  the  law  be  irrevoca- 
>le7  Might  it  not  be  repealed  as  soon  as  that  gen- 
leman  amd  his  friends  got  into  power.  Bat  that 
Senator  aould  see  notbing  good  in  the  bill,  and  had~ 
n  fact  been  at  war  witb  that  section  of  the  coun- 
ry  from  which  Mr.  C.  came  ever  since  he  had 
ojoyed  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  that  floor.  It  must 
le  perfectly  obvious  that  there  was  no  force  in  the 
tbjection  of  the  Senator  in  regard  to  the  sixteenth 
eotion.  That  section  was  not  in  Uie  least  danger; 
f  it  were  Mr.  C.  would  be  the  last  man  to  vote  for 
he  bill- 
Mr.  PORTER  said  that,  fhim  the  looseness  of 
he  requirements  contained  in  this  bill,  as  to  o«ca- 
>aitey  and  settlement,  the  pre-emption  right  would 
>c  open  to  abuses  which  would  operate  greatly  to 
he  injury  of  the  class  for  whose  benefit  it  pur- 
>ortedl  to  be  framed,  and  be  feared,  too,  to  dte  in- 
jury of  the  State  he  represented. 

This  bill  has  been  truly  slated  to  be,  in  effect, 
he  granting  of  a  eredit  to  one  class  of  land  pur- 
ihaserx.  and  although  this  credit,  in  respect  to  sur- 
reyed  Unda  subject  te  eatiy,  can  iit  no  ease  exceed 


one  year,  and  in  some  cases  it  may  be  less,  yet  it 
is  not  so  as  to  lands  nnsntveyed.  The  occupant  of 
ihem  may  assert  his  pre-emptive  right  at  any  time 
before  they  shall  be  proclaimed  lor  sale.  Now, 
under  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  what'  constitutes 
a  settlement?  Simply,  the  inhabiting,  the  building 
of  a  log  cabin,  and  the  improving.  No  cominnity 
ofoeeupaney  is  required;  and  these  evidences  of  an 
intention  to  make  a  settlement  may  be  of  the  most 
trifling  character,  affording  no  ground  for  the  be- 
lief that  a  permanent  occupancy  is  contem- 
plated. Where  the  settlemeat  is  on  lands  subject 
to  entry,  I  admit  there  is  no  motive  to  this  system  of 
shani  location;  for,  in  that  case,  the  purchase  ino- 
ney  must,  in  general,  be  paid  within  a  year.  But, 
in  respect  to  lands  unsurveyed,  and  which  are  not 
subject  to  entry,  the  sbligaiion  is  different,  and  (his 
difference  may  be  illustrated  by  a  reference  to  the 
fact  that,  in  some  ins'ances,  the  fnilian  title  (o 
lands  has  be;tt  extinguished  from  four  to  five 
years  before  they  have  been  surveyed  or  brought 
into  market.  A  credit,  in  the  form  of  a  pre-emp- 
tive right,  might  then  be  acquired  to  these  lands  for 
that  length  of  time.  It  is  not  of  this  length  of  ere- 
dit to  an  ae/uai  ic((I<r  on  the  public  lands  that  I  am 
disposed  to  complain^nd  were  this  bill  so  guard- 
ed in  its  provisions  as  to  limit  lis  benefits  to  him 
only,  I  should  b<  content  at  once  (o  wi'.hdraw  this 
amendment,  for  I  am  willing  to  give  him  even  this 
extended  credit;  but  I  fear  it  is  not  so  guarded,  and 
my  aim  is  to  protect  him  from  a  S3rstem  of  fore- 
stalling, which,  under  the  general  and  loose  terms 
of  "inhabiting,"  "log  cabin,"  and  "improving," 
may  be  snccersfnlly  practised  against  him  by  the 
mere  speculator. 

By  the  treaty  of  Washington  witb  Ihe  Ottawas 
and  Chippewas,  in  March,  1836,  ibe  Indian  title 
was  extinguished  lolrom  twelve  to  fifteen  millions 
of  acres  in  the  two  peninsulas  of  Michigan. 
Netirly  one-half  of  this  is  yet  unsurveyed,  and  has, 
of  course,  at  no  time,  been  subject  to  entry.  Sup- 
pose the  bill  now  before  the  Senate  had  then  been 
the  law  of  the  land.  Under  its  mere  log  cabin 
i«quiremen(8,  as  to  settlement,  hundreds  of  pet^ 
sons,  having  no  intention  whatever  to  be- 
come actual  settlers,  m'^bt  at  once  have  se* 
cared  their  pre-emptive  righ's  there,  which  would 
have  endured  to  this  day.  And  how?  Merely 
by  each  otthem  erecting  on  bis  location  a  mise- 
rable hovel,  sleeping  one  night  and  boiling  his 
pot  in  it,  and,  to  complete  the  mockery,  by  grub- 
bing away  a  few  bushes  around  it  and  throwing 
down  a  handful  of  turnip  seed,  so  that  be  might 
swear  to  an  "improvement."  This  having  been 
done,  and  on  the  site,  too,  perhaps,  of  a  magnifi- 
cent water-power,  of  incalculable  valne  when  pro- 
perly improved,  the  pre-emptive  right,  under  such 
a  law  as  this,  would  have  been  acquired.  The  hut 
would  have  been  abandoned  to  rot  in  the  wilder- 
ness until  the  lard  should  be  surveyed  and  brought 
into  market.  Meantime,  the  location  has  been 
withdrawn  from  the  reach  of  the  honest  pre- 
emptioner— the  real  pioneer,  whose  labors  in  the 
making  ef  permanent  and  useful  improvements 
would  have  added  value  to  eoniignous  lands  and 
induced  their  settlement  and  cultivation  by  hardy 
adventurers  like  himself. 

That  this  will  be  the  practical  operation  of  this 
pre-emption  bill,  should  it  become  a  law,  I  very 
much  fear.  The  pre-emptive  right  will  not  be  re- 
stricted to  that  meritorious  class  for  whom  1  be- 
lieve it  to  be  eur  imperative  duty  to  provide,  unless 
some  provision  like  this  I  have  proposed  shall  be 
odoptei  in  respect  to  lands  not  snrveyed^unless 
some  reasonable  duration  of  residence  is  required 
as  an  earnest  of  the  Intention  to  make  a  settlement 
rn  such  landf . 

Should  this  amendment  be  rejected,  however,  I 
Aall  still  vote  for  the  bill,  because  of  the  general 
benefits  it  will  confer  on  the  Stale  I  in  part  repre- 
sent, tinder  the  hope  that,  should  the  evils  I  appre- 
hend be  found  to  exist  in  practice,  they  may  hereaf- 
ter be  remedied. 

Mr.  BOCHANAN  said  hi;  opinion  in  regard  to 
(he  existing  laad  system  of  the  country  was,  that 
it  was  based  on  the  soundest  principles  of  wisdom 
and  of  policy.  He  was  as  much  attached  to  that 
system,  and  as  much  disposed  to  adhere  to  it  with 
nnahaken  fidelity,  as  (he  Senator  from  Kentacky 


himself,  [Mr.  Clat,]  He  was  in  favor  of  no  new 
experiments  upm  ii,  for  the  experience  of  half  a 
century  had  proved  that  no  wiser  or  better  plan 
could  be  devised  by  human  ingenuity.  But,  while 
ihese  were  his  conscientious  coaviotions,  he  was^ 
nevertheless,  of  opinion  that  the  Senator  ttom 
Kentucky  was  alarmed  at  speeties.  Mr.  B.  had 
witnessed  with  admiration  the  gigantic  effbrts  of 
that  gentleman  against  pre-emption  at  former  ses- 
sions, and  yet  he  had  never  began  to  fear,  nor  did 
he  now  indulge  the  slightest  feeling  of  alarm 
in  regard  to  this  subject.  I  think  (said  Mr.  B.) 
(hat  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  the  pre- 
emption principle  may,  with  the  utmost  safety, 
and  with  psrfect  justice,  be  engrafted  on  onr  ex- 
cellent system  for  the  management  of  the  public  do- 
main. Does  the  itatroductioa  of  that  principle  vary, 
in  the  leai>t  degree,  any  material  portion  of  that 
system?  Nor  at  all.  Doss  it  go  to  reduce  the 
price  of  the  land?  Not,  'at  the  utmost,  more  than 
than  three  or  four  cents  an  acre.  What  is  its  na- 
ture? Oenileman  should  (ake  an  extended  view 
of  ihe  whole  subject  before  they  made  up  an  opi- 
nion it  regard  to  its  merits.  We  own  a  vast 
wilderness  of  unsettled  lands  subject  to  sale,  aitd  at 
times  there  have  been  attempts  on  the  part  of 
speculators  to  monopolize  it:  fortunately,  however, 
they  have  never  yet  succeeded.  No  fortunes  have 
been  realized  in  this  way,  so  far  as  I  have  heard. 
In  this  state  of  things,  is  it  not  our  duty,  our  in- 
terest, and  our  truest  policy  to  encour^e  (he  set- 
tlement of  (he  new  S(ates  in  the  West  by  a  hardy, 
industrious,  and  moral  population?  And  in  what 
does  this  pre-emption  system  trench  upon,  or  in 
the  least  interfere  with  the  established  land  system 
of  the  Country?  It  only  allows  the  poor  man,  who 
wishes  to  establish  himself  in  a  permanent  home, 
to  buy  for  himself  a  quarter  section  of  land  at  the 
full  Government  price.  There  is  (he  whole  of  it. 
In  consideration  of  the  expediency  and  desirable- 
ness of  filling  up  this  new  country  with  a  hardy, 
and  active,  and  enterprising  race  of  settlers,  we 
do — what?  Oive  them  the  public  land?  No;  but 
first  receive  from  them  for  it  a  dollar  and  a  quarter 
an  acre,  and  then  convey  it  te  them  in  perpetuity. 
The  difference  in  the  receipts  at  the  Treasury  from 
what  would  be  obtained  for  ,the  same  land  at  an 
auction  sale  has  never  been  estimated  higher  by  any 
person  than  six  cents  an  acre;  and  if  it  amounted  to 
that,  and  even  more,  in  an  enlarged  view  of  the 
bearings  of  the  entire  subject,  this  consideration 
presents  no  objection  in  my  mind.  -  There  are  such 
vast  qnantities  of  land,  and  such  a  wide  and  ample 
choice,  that  the  speculator  will  never  be  obliged  to 
give  much  more  than  the  Qovernment  price.  And 
as  to  all  the  lands  taken  up  by  pre-emption  rights, 
tbey  are,  when  compared  to  onr  entire  domain,  but 
as  a  drop  in  the  ocean.  Such,  at  least,  baa  been  our 
past  experience.  Heretofore,  we  hare  been  very 
cautiotis  (0  pass  none  but  limited  pre-emption  bills, 
and  we  have  wisely  determined  to  pnt  down  for- 
ever the  practice  of  granting  what  are  called 
"Aoal^"  which  was  certainly  productive  of  many 
and  great  frauds.  We  have  confined  the  extent  of 
the  pre-emption  grant  lo  a  siikgle  quarter  section  of 
160  acres  of  land;  and  it  is  now  proposed  to  make 
this  rfght  of  pre-emption  prospective  and  perpe- 
tual. The  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  CaiTTBMDKNl  proposes  to  extend  it  in 
regard  to  every  man  whose  property  does  not  ex- 
ceed |1,000,  not  merely  to  160,  but  to  330  acres  of 
land.  And  I  now  ventqre  to  predict  that,  when 
the  long  proposed  distribution  bill  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat,]  shall  become  a  taw, 
(and  I  presume  that  day  is  not  far  distant,)  there 
will  be  incorporated  into  it  a  provision  gi  anting  to 
the  actual  bmafiie  settler  a  pre-emption  right  to  at 
least  160  acres.  Even  in  his  own  bill  of  1839,  nn- 
Ins  my  memory  fail  me,  and  if  it  dees  he  will  cor- 
rect me,  there  was  a  provision  in  favor  of  pre  emp- 
tion.  I  repeat  that,  while  I  am  in  favor  of  the  set- 
tled land  system,  such  as  it  now  exists,  pre-emption 
has  BO  terrors  for  me. 

The  honorable  Senator  has  thought  proper  to  say 
something  of  the  "wild,  reckless,  and  ruinous  le- 
gislation" which  prevailed  under  the  Administra- 
tion of  General  Jackson;  and  informed  us  that, 
during  that  period  in  our  history,  the  sessions  of 
Congress  were  pmtracled  to  an  tmosonl  length.    | 
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WM  net  «  member  of  the  Senate  when  what  he  re- 
iciuAtDSS'lte  longfBt  aessioii  erer  known  was 
held;  but,  I  ask,  wbat  was  the  eanse  of  the  protract- 
ed length  of  that  awsioni  If  any  one  would  know, 
let  him  look  at  the  TolamoB— I  think  there  are  not 
lea*  than  *ix — ^yes,  six  large  volames  of  "panic" 
memorials — which  weie  then  sent  up  and  flooded 
both  Honses.  And  let-liim  remember  the  long  and 
fe}04aent  speeches  which,  for  the  most  part,  aoeom- 
eonpuied  their  presentatioa,  intended  to  oonvince 
Ih*  American  people  that  they  were  the  most  op- 
pressed, impovei im«d,  and  rained  nation  that  ever 
exisied.  And  all  for  wind  Why,  simply  with  a 
▼law  to  have  th«  deqposites  restored  to  the  United 
Stales  Bank.  And  are  we,  to  be  ehargtd  with  the 
protraction  of  sessions  of  Congress  when  the  trn* 
cause  is  so  manifest^  Oeneral  Jackson  has  now 
letind  to  the  Hermitage,  and  may  perhaps  live  to 
have  the  jadgment  of  posterity  as  it  were  passed 
npon  him.  He  was  an  able,  sagaAioDii,  and  truly 
patriotic  man;  and  I  now  say  that  those  of  as,  if 
tb«e  be  any  sach,  who  shall  aorvire  daring  a 
quarter  of  a  eentary  longer,  will  live  to  see  the  day 
when  J*ckson^  name  and  fame  shall  be  cherished 
•like  by  persons  of  all  political  parties.  Daring 
die  late  tremendoas  Prssidential  canvass,  amidst 
all  the  iboasand  speeches  which  were  made,  who 
denounced  him?  Not  one,  at  least  in  my  part  of 
tiMconntry;  and  I  personally  know  at  least  one, 
pmd  he  a  man  formerly  opposed  to  Gkneral  Jack- 
son, who  ihea  landed  him  to  tfas  very  echo.  Were 
that  disUngnished  man  now  in  power,  I  woald  not 
speak  of  him  the  high  opinion  I  entertain;  but  now, 
when  praise  from  me  or  any  one  else  can  no  longer 
be  stupecied  to  proceed  from  selfish  motives,  my 
heart  dictates  to  me  to  io  him  the  fullest  jastice 
whieb  my  tongue  can  accomplish. 

And  now,  as  to  the  extravagance  of  the  present 
Administration,  have  we  not  repeatedly  called  on 
gentlemen  who  so  loadly  urged  the  general  charge, 
to  specify  particnlarsl  Mr.  Vsn  Bnren  Inherited 
the  war  wiih  the  Indians  in  Florids.  He  came  into 
power  incambered  with  an  immense  debt  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  Indian  tribes  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  he  entered  on  the  Presidency  jest  at  the  eom- 
meneeinent  of  a  great  fiscal  revulsion,  which,  af- 
fecting the  business  concerns  of  the  whole  country, 
dried  up  the  sources  of  reveooe.  He  bad  to  en- 
counter every  conceivable  obstacle  to  a  prosperous 
financial  administration  of  the'Qovemment.  The 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  CarrTEirbBH]  can 
very  readily  give  us  the  aggregate  of  expenditure 
whidi  has  accrued;  but  that  is  not  the  question.  If 
the  expenditure  of  a  large  sum  was  rendered  neces- 
sary by  the  state  of  the  country,  who  is  to  blame? 
Nobody.  If  die  gentleman  can  go  to  the  records, 
which  are  all  open  to  his  inspection,  and  point  out 
extravagant  aqd  illegitimate  charges  on  the  Trea- 
sury, the  Administration  mnst  answer  for  i'.  But 
whilst  he  merely  deals  io  the  gross,  without  ren- 
dering any  bill  of  partiealars  to  prove  that  the  va- 
rious expenditures  were  wasteful  and  extravagant, 
bis  cbtrge  falls  harmless  to  the  ground.  General, 
indefinite  accusations  of  this  kind  amount  \p  no- 
thing. If  this  country  were  engaged  in  a  just  and 
defensive  war,  the  expenses  attending  it  would  no 
doubt  be  enormous;  but  would  their  mere  magni- 
tude constitute  in  itselfn  Just  charge  against  any 
Administrationl  Surely  not  The  charge  of  extra- 
vagance in  the  present  case  is  advanced  in  the  very 
face  of  documents  going  to  show  that  the  regular 
expenditures  of  the  Qovemmtnt  over  which  the 
Executive  has  bad  any  control,  have  been  in  a 
course  of  gradual  diminution  from  year  to  year.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  in  this  respect  General  Harrison 
may  "walk  id  the  footsteps  of  hit  predecessor."  I 
m^  no  war  on  General  Harrison  In  advanced-it 
is  not  my  nature.  I  will  judge  of  his  acts  fairly; 
and  if  he  shall  go  out  of  office,  after  four  year*, 
with  as  little  just  complaint,  on  the  ground  of  ex- 
travagance, as  Martin  Van  Buren  will  do,  I  shall 
oMMider  bis  adminfstratfon  a  most  fortunate  one  in 
this  particular. 

On  the  doctrine  of  pre-emption,  I  find  myself  sus- 
taining the  opinions  of  General  Hanison  against 
his  friends  here.  He  gave  the  strongest  evidence, 
by  his  action  when  in  the  Senate,  that  he  was  then 
the  friend  of  pn«Dplion. 


Mr.  BmiTON.  He  professed  tb:  same  thing  in 
his  letters  written  last  summer. 

Mr.  BocHANAN.  I  do  not  know  any  thing  as  to 
wkiat  he  may  have  written  last  summer. 

Mr.  Bentoh.    I  do. 

Mr.  Bdchinan.  If  be  adheres  to  his  principles, 
he  is  in  favor  of  pre-emption  still. 

In  regard  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  al- 
though politically  his  fViend,  I  may  say  that  my  in- 
tercourse with  him  has  not  been  very  familiar.  I 
shall  not  enter  on  the  qoestion  of  the  merits  of  his 
style  as  a  wriiei;  but  1  think  I  can  See  very  clear- 
ly, from  what  he  slates,  bow  our  revenue  fiom  im* 
ports  during  the  year  may  amount  to  |19,000,000. 
The  public  papers  slate  that  ihe  busiorss  of  the 
country  is  reviving;  that  there  have  been  more  arri- 
vals lately  than  during  the  same  period  for  several 
years  past;  and  can  it  be  otherwise?  From  the  in- 
debtedness of  the  country  for  some  time  past,  it 
was  out  of  the  question  to  extend  our  importations. 
The  laws  of  trade  and  the  interests  of  individual* 
alike  forbade  it.  We  were  obliged  to  pay  up  oor  old 
debts  before  we  could  -contract  new  ones.  Tha/t 
time  has  now  passed  away.  We  are  not  ikow  in 
debt,  as  a  people,  to  Europe,  except  for  the  accru. 
ing  interest  on  State  bonds,  Tbe  shackles  have 
have  fallen  off  from  our  foreign  commerce,  and  i 
now  floats  freely.  The  conn  try  is  exhausted  of 
foreign  goodr,  and  now  importations  will  naturally 
increase  to  fill  up  the  vacuum.  Commerce  from 
abroad  will  naturally  pour  into  our  seaports,  and 
the  revenues  of  the  year  are,  in  my  judgment,  like- 
ly to  reach  $19,000,000  at  the  least,  and  I  have 
rid  no  small  degree  of  attention  to  the  subject. 
have  no  ^wish  to  embarrass  the  admioistra- 
tion  of  General  Harrison  by  leaving  on  his  ha  ads  an 
empty  Treasury,  and  I  am  free  to  say  that  I  would 
rather  we  had  been  distinctly  informed  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  tbe  Treasury,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  cession,  that  we  must  provide  ^,000,900;  bat 
ought  our  successors  to  complain  of  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  to  this  amounti  They  have  now 
all  the  benefit  of  this  argument  against  us,  and  they 
will  have  the  advantajie^  of  the  money  also.  We 
shall  make  provision  for  giving  to  General  Harri- 
son's administration  a  peaceful  and  prosperous 
commencemcut;  and  I  think  the  Senator,  when  his 
friends  enter  into  power,  will  find  that  we  have 
swept  out  the  bouse,  and  left  it  in  a  comfortable 
eondiiion  for  his  reception.  And,  so  far  from  clear- 
ing oat  the  Treasury,  w*  shall  give  our  successors 
(5,000,000  to  commence  housekeeping  upon. 

I  conelude  by  repeating  that  I  am  in  favor  of 
this  pre-emption  bill,  and  equally  in  favor  of  tbe 
old  and  long-tried  land  system,  and  that  I  have  yet 
seen  no  new  project  which  will  induce  me  to.  de- 
part from  iL 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  he  should  be  much 
obliged  to  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania if  he  would  furnish  the  Senate  wiih  some  of 
those  strong  reasons  which  weat  to  "illustrate  the 
probability  of  a  conjecture''  thai  there  would  be 
119,000,000  of  revenue  received  at  the  Treasury 
duiing  the  present  year.  Tbe  honorable  Senator, 
said  Mr.  C.  has  referred  to  the  papers  of  the  day  as 
declaring  that  a  considerable  revival  of  business 
has  already  taken  place.  So  there  has,  thank  God, 
since  the  result  of  the  last  election  has  been  known. 
But  I  greatly  doubt  whether  the  revenue  will  at 
once  start  op  from  |13,000.000  to  019,000,000 
within  a  single  year.  It  is  too  great  a  leap,  consi- 
dering tbe  condition  in  which  the  Treasury  was 
left  us;  and,  before  I  can  believe  it,  I  must  have 
some  specification  of  the  grounds  on  which  to  baild 
such  a  belief. 

Tbe  honorable  Senator  spoke  of  Glen.  Jackson, 
and  made  that  an  occasion  for  pronouncing  a  eu- 
logy upon  his  friend.  Now,  I  said  not  a  word 
concerning  Gen.  Jackson  personally,  but  directed 
whst  I  had  to  say  to  his  Administration.  Tbe  Se- 
nator, however,  has.  said,  and  the  declaration  is  to 
his  honor,  that  the  eulogy  be  pronounced  was 
prompted  by  bis  heart.  That  tbe  laie  Minister  to 
the  Court  of  tbe  Emperor  of  all  the  Rnssias  should 
feel  some  emotions  of  gratitade  towards  his  distin- 
guished patron,  was  to  be  expacted,  and  the  Sena- 
tor would  certainly  be  to  blame  if  it  were  not  so. 
I  certainly  shall  be  tbe  last  to  find  fault  with  him 
for  giving  expression  to  that  gratitnds. 


It  seems,  however,  according  to  tbe 
Senator,  (bat  poet  Mr.  Van  Bonn  came  into  i 
under  very  disadvantageons  cirenmsunees.  b 
nuy  be  so;  and|  wbat  is  still  more  unfortnaak, 
these  disadvantageons  circumstanea  have  been  ag- 
gravated during  every  year  siuie  by  nn  eoeea*  «( 
16,000,000  a  year  in  otir  expendiiorea  over  tbe  i*' 
ceipu  at  the  Treasury.  But  ibis  was  only  iha  p*« 
gentleman's  witjmtwnt.  The  hoaomble  SenaiH 
tells  us  not  to  confine  ourselves  to  general  daigc^ 
but  to  go  into  the  items  of  the  account,  'nnt  «* 
will  do  when  we  get  the  papers.  We  have  «alM 
on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  <m  the  heed 
of  the  Post  Office  Department  in  vain;  time  iaia 
their  possession  a  great  class  of  papers  wbieh  an 
not  to  be  seen,  but  such  a*  the  mo-'t  profligaie  AA- 
ministration  ever  known  in  England  eoaid  nevsr 
have  dared  to  wiihbold  from  the  inveaiigatioa  of 
FarliamenL  Give  ns  ibe  papers,  and  w«  will  pic- 
sent  him  with  items  enough,  and  wiU  riiow  Io  bia 
and  to  all  the  wjrid  the  immense  and  eztrasagnt 
expendiinres  of  tbe  Adminisiratiea  now  going  ont 
of  power.'  But  tbe  common  sense  of  tbe  peoi>le  is 
guided  by  no  such  indnetinn  of  particalaiB.  Tbey 
cannot  go  into  all  Ibe  minute  items  of  a  lim( 
account.  They  will  look  at  tbe  footing  of  Ibe 
bill;  they  will  compare  the  present  with  the 
past,  and  promises  with  petformanee.  Bat 
if  the  honorable  Senator  eballeages  ns  is 
items,  I  could  occupy  days  togeiber  in  staowiajg 
more  than,  perhaps,  hie  would  like  to  see.  It  is 
true  that  Mr.  Van  Baren  was  very  nnfonniiaie; 
he  was  a  sort  of  codicil  to  a  previous  Administni- 
lioB,  and,  though  most  willing  to  "follow  in  lb* 
footsteps  of  his  illastrious  predecessor,"  has  aome- 
times  mistaken  lbs  path,  and  has  been  unable  W 
regain  it.  Why,  my  GodI  can  the  Senator  b*  seri- 
ous in  askiag  (Sen  Harrison  lo  follow  in  the  fooi- 
st^  of  filartin  Van  Buren'?  If  he  sbonld, 
one  event  would  follow  which  the  geaU*- 
man,  perhaps,  would  be  delighted  to  see — die  f«M- 
steps  would  lead  him  to  jast  such  another  leauU  as 
we  ars  now  witnessing.  But,  for  myself,  I  hope  foe 
Gen.  Hanison  better  things.  I  trust  be  will  avoid 
those  devious  and  downward  paths  in  wbiA  bi* 
predecessors  have  walked.  I  hope  be  will  bias* 
for  himself  a  new  way  io  the  forest.  I  bop*  he 
will  put  an  end  to  thoM  multiplied  abases  which 
have  prostrated  tbe  insiiiations  of  the  country  and 
brought  the  country  itself  down  lo  its  present  low, 
weak,  degraded,  and  miserable  condition.  I  trust 
he  will  better  Ailfil  his  promises  and  pledges  as  t* 
a  wise  and  pro^ierons  administration  of  onr  pobUs 
affairs. 

The  Senator  tells  ns  that  he  is  a  great  frieid  to 
our  old  and  well-tried  land  system;  that  he  will  not 
disturb  i';  but  is  it  noalteration  of  that  ayslem  to 
sustain  a  IhU  whidi  goes  to  snperseite  soma  of  ii* 
most  important  provisions?  He  tells  as  tbat  Oca. 
Harrison  is  a  pre-emptiooer,  and  that  be  is  adv** 
ting  the  doctrines  of  Gan.  Harrison  against  bis 
friends  here.  But  where,  I  a<ik,  is  tbe  evideaos  «f 
his  friendship  for  our  land  qrsiem  and  his  unwil- 
lingness to  disturb  it,  when  he  opposes  saob  a  just 
and  reatonable  rsBtrietion  as  is  now  proposed,  aad 
leaves  the  bill  slmost  boundless  in  its  ^pliealUK 
and  interminable  in  point  of  time? 

The  Senator  over  the  way,  (Mr.  CutT  of  Ala- 
bama,) thought  no  part  of  my  objeedons  worthy  o( 
the  least  notice  but  that  in  reference  to  the  loss  ot 
the  sixteenth  section  reserved  in  every  township 
for  the  purposes  of  education.  He  says  my  feais 
on  that  subject  are  groundless,  and  my  leptaseata- 
tions  deceptive,  because  ibe  sixteenth  section  i*  al- 
ready reserved  by  a  provision  in  the  bill.  Tbat  is 
matter  of  eonstructioa.  It  is  not  reserved  by  tbe 
words  of  the  bill.  Suppose  a  man  shooU  seule  oa 
the  sixteenth  section,  (and  how  are  you  going  to 
prevent  him?)  When  it  is  found  that  that  is  a 
good  section,  and  has  been  settled  on,  yoa  will  be- 
immediately  applied  to  to  diange  tbescbooi  seetioa 
in  that  township  for  another.  Have  we  seen  no- 
thing like  this  in  Umes  past? 

But  the  Senator  said  that  I  bad  always  waned 
against  the  new  Stale*,  and  against  tbe  people  of 
his  Stat*  in  particular.  1  deny  it;  I  repudiate  tht 
charge.  It  is  his  Interpretation  of  my  ooorsc;  bat 
I  plead  to  bi*  jnrisdiotioo,  and  I  deny  lb*  imib  of 
his  aocusation.    No,  sin  it  is  the  Senator  himssif 
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ark«  i*  warring  against  the  interests  of  bis  own 
Stale.  ItH  Ike  Senator  wiio  is  wiUiog  to  gtre  up  the 
ibaie  of  that  State  in  the  rich  and  fertile  lands  of 
Missouri  and  Arkansas,  for  a  parcel  of  wreiehed, 
aisersble  pine  barrens.  For  these  he  is  ready  to 
Mrter  away  the  inheritance  of  his  own  Alabama, 
n  all  tite  rich  and  abandant  regions  northwest  of 
he  Ohio.  No,  sir,  no;  I  have  been  the  tine  friend 
if  tba  new  States,  as,  I  hope,  of  all  the  Slates. 
in  offering  a  just  and  and  liberal  disiribntioa 
tmong  them  all,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  the  public  do- 
aain,  and  in  eonsideraiion  of  the  pecaliar  siina- 
ion  of  the  n«wer  Stales,  I  have  proposed  to  add 
welve  and  a  half  per  cent,  to  their  shares  in  this 
listribation.  Is  this  the  part  of  an  eneni)1  If  the 
ieoator  chose  to  say  that,  in  his  opinion,  I  was 
Ntrriog  against  the  interests  of  bis  State,  it  wonid 
lave  been  another  thing}  bat  I  deny  his  right  here, 
ir  that  of  any  other  Senator,  to  prononnce,  as  tx 
alktin,  that  I  am  the  enrmy  of  the  npw  Stales, 
j)d  am  warring  against  them.  The ,fact  is  directly 
ke  reverse.  I  have  been  consulting  their  tme st  in- 
trests  by  urging  a  just,  liberal,  generous  system  of 
«liey,  wbieh  would  at  once  advance  the  interests 
Ad  secure  the  ultimate  prosperity  of  every  Siite 
9  the  Union.  I  regret  that  the  Senator  rhould 
ave  tahen  ooeaston-  to  make  ibis  remark.  It 
raaunoeeessary;  it  was  uncalled  for.  If  the  Se- 
att>r  differs  from  me  in  opinion,  let  him  differ 
kc  a  man,  in  an  open,  fair,  dignified,  and  coune> 
as  manner.  Because  he  oppof  es  my  course  in  re- 
trenee  t«  the  public  lands,  does  it  therefore  follow 
lat  I  am  hostile  to  the  new  States?  I  trust  not; 
nd  I  hope,  in  fniore,  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
'ill  manifest  a  little  more  of  toleration  and  of  coor- 
sy  in  his  speesbes  here.  The  Senator  chose  to 
se  the  word  "irreroeable,"  as  applied  by  me  to 
w  provision  of  this  bill.  I  never  used  the  word, 
said  the  bill  was  interminat<e  in  point  of  time; 
ad  in  lis  present  form  it  is  interminable,  until  the 
!qaisite  aatboriqr  shall  interpose  to  repeal  it. 
From  a  view  of  the  whole  subject,  I  am  opposed 
>  the  bill,  as  impairing  the  amount  of  revenue  to 
>me  into  the  Treasury  duiiog  the  present  year, 
leieby  angmeniing  a  drfieii  for  which  provision 
iglit  long  since  to  have  been  made,  and  as 
angbt  with  evils  passing  all  imagination,  from 

•  disputes  and  contests  for  title  among  that  flood 
'aettleis  whieh  is  invited  from  all  the  quatters  of 
«  known  world  to  rush  in  a  ma«  npon  our  pub- 
;  domain.  I  have  made,  and  shall  contintie  to 
ake  opposition,  as  heretofore,  with  this  difference, 
at,  whereas  formerly  I  opposed  pre-emption  bills, 
ongh  only  retrospective  in  their  operation,  and 
nfiaed  to  a  particular  district,  I  oppose  this  the 
ore  as  being  prospective,  interminable,  and 
aching  to  the  entire  extent  of  the  public  do.nain. 
id,  most  marvellous  of  all,  it  is  yet  said  that  all 
ialavclves  no  interference  whatever  with  our  ad- 
jable,  our  venerable,  and  loog-tri«d  land  system, 
lich  has  been  so  jiiBlly  lauded  on  the  present 
casien. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  it  was  not  his  purpose 
interlere  in  the  dispute  between  the  two  Sena- 
's of  the  same  name,  though  on  opposite  sides  of 

•  Senate  and  of  the  question.  He  should  leave 
•m  to  fight  their  own  bailie.  I  gave  my  reasons 
lid  Mr.  B.)  for  believing  that  the  revenue  during 
r  preseni  year  will  be  much  greater  than  that  of 
I  past,  and  is  likely  to  teach  #19,000,000. 

Bkfr.  Clat     (Interposing.)    Will  the  Senator  be 

good  as  to  tell  w,  if  the  matter  stands  as  he  has 

t  represented,  how  it  happens  that  the  Secretary  of 

:  Treasury  has  estimated  the  first  quarter  of  the 

sent  year  at  no  more  than  |3,0OO,0OO7 

yjLr.  BooBAirAV  said  he  should  before  he  took  his 

.t.     The  Senator  from  Keumcky  has  expressed 

opinion  contrary  to  mine.    Mine  is  based  on 

ne    facts,  at  leasL    His,  so  far  as  appears,  is 

inded  upon  none. 

VLr.  Clat.    None  except  the  product  of  the  last 

ir. 

)a.t.  BuoHAHAK.    Yes;  but  I  have  shown  a  dia- 

Btion  between  our  cireumsianoes  during  the  last 

kr  and  Uie  preeenL    The  Seiiator  speaks  of  the 

•naeoftbefitM  quarter.    Why,  sir,  we  have 

ered  bat  twenty  d«7S  in  that  qaanec,  and  what 

oMtte  caui asyet be  formed  as  to  tbail  ' 

iSe.  CI.AT.    The  Seeieury  has  laade  «M. 


Mr.  BiTCBANAN.  The  receipts  of  this  quarter 
will  mainly  depend  on  last  fall's  impoiiaiions,  not 
on  those  of  the  present  year.  You  cannot,  as  yet, 
estimate,  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  what  the  re- 
sults will  be  for  this  year.  There  have  been  great 
and  unusual  storms  on  the  ocesn,  and  great  de; 
straclioD  of  properly;  but  so  many  arrivals  have 
already  taken  place,  as  to  justify  the  expectation 
that  tbe  amount  of  duties  at  the  custom- 
house will  be  largely  increased.  Every  body 
eau  see  that  the  receipts  fur  the  first  quar- 
ter must,  of  course,  fall  short,  because  ihey  de- 
pend ehiefly  on  the  importations  of  last  year,  and 
there  has  not  been  lime,  as  yet,  ta  show  whether 
the  Senator's  estimate  for  tbe  whole  year  or  my 
own  may  prove  to  be  correct,  I  calculate  that  there 
will  be  #19,000,000  of  revenue,  becaa«e  the  impor- 
tation will  probably  be  large,  and  no  reduction  of 
the  tariff  will  occur  under  the  existing  Uws  till  tbe 
last  day  of  next  December.  But  vast  importations, 
though  ihey  augment  the  revenue,  furnish  in  them- 
•elves  no  evidence  of  national  prosperity.  On  that 
subject,  «ur  history  runs  in  one  eternal  c^cle.  One 
year,  we  import  too  much,  and  have  more  goods 
than  we  can  pay  for.  We  become  alarmed  at  thir, 
and  the  next  yrar  import  too  little;  and  hence  the 
history  of  our  fo'eign  commerce  is  a  hisiory  of  ex- 
pansion and  eontraciinn,  and  of  perpetually  reenr- 
ring  revulsions. 

The  next  thing  I  shall  refer  to  in  the  remarks 
which  fell  from  the  honorable  Senator,  was,  that 
his  good  tas'e  and  his  good  nature  did  not  indnee 
him  to  forbear  from  some  remarks  upon  my  poor 
mission  to  Rtisja. 

[Mr.  Ciar,  (speaking  across.)  You  filled  it  so 
well  that  you  ought  not  to  complain  of  me  on  thai 
account] 

That,  to  be  sure,  is  a  sugar-plum,  which  in  some 
measure  eorreeu  the  acidity  of  what  went  before. 
It  comes  in  very  timely,  wid  prevents  some  re- 
marks in  whieh  I  might  otherwise  have  iadulf;ed. 
I  can,  with  great  truth,  fay  that  mission  was  whol- 
ly unsolicited  by  me,  and  that  it  was  as  nneipected 
as  any  event,  the  most  improbable,  could  have 
been,  nor  was  it  desired  by  me. 

[Mr.  Clat  (across.)  No  bad  thing  though — not 
a  thing  for  a  man  to  turn  up  his  nose  at.] 

It  was  not  refused,  it  is  true*— but  only  for  the 
reason  that  it  was  pressed  with  so  much  earnest- 
ness by  the  distinguished  man  then  at  the  head  of 
the  Oovernment.  I  accordingly  yielded  and  went 
abroad;  and  I  can  say,  for  the  benefit  of  any  gen- 
tleman (if  such  there  be)  who  may  be  looking  for- 
ward to  a  foreign  mission  as  some  great  thiug,  that 
he  will  most  assuredly  be  disappointed,  unless,  in- 
deed, he  happens  to  be  a  millionaire. 

I  am  glad,  on  one  account,  however,  that  I  ac- 
cepted the  mission.  The  precedent  may  do  some 
good  to  my  friends  on  this  side  of  the  House.  _  It 
requires  no  prophet,  to  predict,  that  in  appointing 
members  of  Congress  to  office.  General  Harrison 
will  at  least  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  "his  illus- 
trious prei?eces<or,"  and  may  probably  leave  him 
far  behind.  It  would  be  hard  indeed  to  deprive 
him  of  the  services  of  so  many  disting^iished  Se- 
nators and  Representatives,  and  equally  hard  to 
deprive  them  of  the  pleasure  of  serving  him,  by 
acting  upon  a  political  principle  which  would  ex- 
clude them  from  office.  I  am  happy  to  believe  that 
there  is  no  danger  of  any  such  unpleasant  result. 
If  I  read  the  signs  of  the  times  aright,  whatever 
objections  may  have  existed  against  General  Jack- 
son on  this  score,  they  will  at  least  be  equally  well 
founded  against  his  illustrious  successor,  and  if  any 
of  his  friends  here  should  happen  to  be  looking 
out  for  "loaves  and  fishes,"  all  I  can  say  is,  that 
I  wish  them  God  speed.  I  mitht  add,  if  it  did  not 
weaken  the  force  of  the  precedent,  that  the  mis- 
sion was  not  offered  to  me,  notil  after  I  had  re- 
tired from  Congress,  and  become  a  private  citizen. 
The  honorable  Senator  says  that  the  tims  has 
not  yet  come  to  investigate  the  extravagance  of 
the  Van  Buren  admiuittration.  Well,  I  hope 
It  may  come,  and  I  now  venture  to  say  that  those 
who  attack  it  will  not  be  able  to  show,  in  the  whole 
course  of  that  Administration,'  any  items  of  censu- 
rable extravagance.  If  any  such  exist,  the  oppor- 
nittiiy  to  investigate  them  is  always  presenu  Every 
particular  of  expenditure,  down  to  the  last  cent,  is 


open  before  you.  What  act  of  Congress  has  Mr. 
Van  Buren  violated?  In  what  has  be  departed 
from  those  ecunomioal  principles  we  all  profesa, 
and  which  I  hope  we  shall  all  practicel  I  know 
of  none.  We  have  called  on  gentlemen  to  specify 
pariiculani,  but  tbe  Senator  from.  Kentneky  says 
that  he  goes  only  for  aggregates.  He  looks  only  at 
the  feoting  of  the  bill.  Can  he  defend  such  a 
eoursel  With  all  bis  ability  and  eloquence,  c«a 
he  show  that  this  Is  a  fair  mode  of  jodgingl  The 
question  depends  not  on  the  gross  amount  of  ex- 
penditure, but  wfiether  the  expenditures  have  beea 
kept  within  the  proper  limiis;  whether  they  have 
been  wisely  directed.  If  a  man  boys  what  is  very 
valuable,  he  must  pay  proportionally,  and  no  mo> 
ney  has  been  expended  by  ibis  adnainisiralioa 
which  was  not  sanctioned  by  Congress. 

On  the  subject  cf  pre-emption,  I  think  I  am  per- 
fectly safe,  for,  although  I  am  menaced  by  tbe  gip 
ant  arm  of  the  Senator  from  KeaUcky,  yet  lam 
shielded  by  that  of  General  Harrison,  the  diatia- 
gnished  "military  chiefUin"  who  is  soon  to  take 
the  bead  of  the  Government.  We  have  heard  that 
he  goev  ihe  whole  for  the  pre-emption  principle. 
Would  it,  then,  not  be  well  fur  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  to  reconsider  his  opposition}  Let  him 
not  attack  the  bill  as  hostile  to  the  great  pilneiplea 
of  oar  land  system,  becaure  it  ddce  not  trench  apcn 
them  at  all.  It  does  not  reduce  tbe  price  ef  the 
land.  It  proposes  to  keep  that  up  at  4 1  35  per 
acre.  Its  whole  effect  is  to  give  to  Ihe  iodustriotia 
and  honest  settler  an  opportnnity  to  buy  for  him. 
self  a  home,  provided  he  contenis  himself  with  a 
quarter  seciion  of  Und — i  small  inroad  indeed  on 
the  existing  land  system — a  system  to  which  I  am 
quite  as  much  devoted  at  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
lucky. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  he  should  not  pro- 
tract the  debate,  but  would  occupy  as  little  time  as 
poeaible,  for  he  sought  to  hasten  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill.  He  was,  however,  called  op  by  the  re- 
marks of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat] 
He  had  been  nnfortanate  enough  to  exoite  ihat  Se- 
nator's ire,  because  he  bad  controverted  the  two 
alleged  facts  on  which  the  Senator  lelied  as  ob- 
jections drawn  from  tbe  bill.  Tbe  one  was,  that 
the  bill  destroyed  and  uUerly  took  away  the  six- 
teenth or  school  section  in  every  towiuhip;  in  ooa- 
tradiction  to  whieh,  Mr.  C.  had  referred  to  the  la^ 
of  the  country  which  reserved  the  sixteenib  see- 
lion  beyond  the  reach  of  danger.  As  to  the  term 
whieh  the  Senator  had  applied  to  the  bill,  Mr.  0.  bad 
quoted  it  as  "irrevocable;"  it  was  probably  "iniei!- 
minable;"  but  Mr.  C.  confldered  the  two  words  as 
much  the  same.  He  should  like  to  knew  the  prac- 
tical difference  between  them.  If  tbe  bill  was  *'ia- 
terminable,"  did  not  that  deny  the  power  of  Oo&t 
gress  to  repeal  it  just  as  much  as  if  it  was  "imvo- 
cablet"  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  disposed  to  treat  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  with  oonrtexy,  but  when  a 
measure,  in  introdaciag  whieh  Mr.  Chad  uken  an 
active  part,  was  assailMl  in  an  unwarrantable  man- 
ner, he  felt  bound  to  defend  it.  The  Senator  com- 
plained of  Mr.  C.  for  charging  him  with  warring 
against  the  new  States.  He  had  made  soeh  a 
chaige,  and  he  ihoaght  himself  warraatei^by  facts 
to  do  ae.  The  Senator,  however,  plead  to  his  jur 
risdiction;  and  yet,  in  the  very  next  breath,  under- 
took  to  defend  hinuelf  against  the  charge.  Mr.  0 
did  not  claim  to  be  the  Senator's  judgQ  be  was  not 
Ihe  judge,  nor  did  he  claim  juristUction  over  him; 
he  was  ihe  complainant,  tbe  Senator  was  the  pany 
to  be  tried;  the  true  judge  in  thecal  was  the  conn- 
try,  and  to  its  decision  Mr.  C  would  leave  him. 
The  Senator  might  attempt  to  constitute  himself  a 
jadge  in  this  as  in  many  other  matters,  but  Mr.  C 
should  appeal  to  the  people  of  tbe  United  Suics, 
and  tbe  memorials  of  their  Legislatares.  WhM 
did  they  sayl  They  had  applied  to  Cengresa  > 
have  the  lands  of  inferior  quality  placed  u^n  lll<ntr 
proper  basis;  they  had  remonstrated  against  ^aA 
censored  the  policy  which  that  Senator  advo<»te<^ 
They  had  passed  npon  the  question;  they  baa,C(|r 
peated  their  remonstrances  and  memorials  f^(tbe^ 
fifteen  years  past,  which  fully  confitmedAIr,  C,  .i^ 
the  opinion  he  had  expressed.  Had  not  the  fpi 
tor  advocated  principles  directly  in  eoatfadiMiinKl^ 
the  prayer  of  these  memorials'!  Had  he;  qelLiir 
posed  the  reduction  of  the  price  even  of  the  awajw 
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laiids  of  Missiasippil  The  people  erea  of  the  old 
Stairs  could  see  into  the  jastice  ot  this.  Mr.  C. 
Would  be  viiliDg  to  appeal  to  ibem;  he  was  leady 
to  make  ibem  bis  jadgrs.  Bat  the  appeal  eam«  too 
late;  jodgmeat  had  been  already  pronoanced  opon 
the  Senator — not  by  Mr.  C.  bnt  by  his  ■onttita- 
•ntt,  as  well  as  by  all  the  Senators  representing  the 
MwSiatw. 

The  Senator  bad  talked  about  the  elTeet  of  this 
bill  in  redneing  the  poblie  revenoe,  which  he  repre- 
sented u  most  minoQs;  bnt  did  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor forget  that  he  had  himMlf  roted  to  distribute 
the  entire  rerenoe  among  the  Stale^t  Wonld  that 
b«Te  no  effect  in  impoveridiing  the  Treasaryt  Mr. 
C.  denied  the  Senator's  position  jn  all  its  bearings. 
Bat  it  was  most  manifest  that  the  Senator's  own 
scheme  of  distribntion  was  open  to  the  Tery  objec- 
tion lie  ntged  against  this  bill  in  a  still  greater  de- 
gree. The  Senatur  seemed  lo  have  forgotten  the 
paliey  he  bad  himself  been  adrooatiog  and  urging 
oa  tb«  eoantiy  for  the  last  eight  or  nine  years.  Mr. 
C.  it  seemed,  was  already  jadged  by  the  Senitor  for 
tmly  representing  the  interests  and  sentimeots  ofhis 
eonstitnenis.  He  was  not  willing,  however,  that 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  should  be  his  judge  on 
that  subject:  be  was  not  responsible  to  him.  The 
Senator  had  imputed  to  Mr.  C.  the  warring  against 
the  interests  of  bis  own  State,  when,  in  faoi,  be  was 
bnt  obeying  her  voice. 

As  to  Oeneral  Harrison,  did  the  Senator  doubt 
that  he  was  pledged,  both  by  his  votes  In  the  Senate 
and  by  his  letters  since,  in  faror  of  pre-emption  and 
graduatiOBt  Did  the  Senator  doubt  thii^  At  one 
ttme,  in  1838,  the  Senator  had  a  very  distinct  im- 
pressiou  on  that  subject.  When  injurious  epiihels 
had  been  used  by  tbe  Senator  against  the  pioneers 
of  the  wilderness,  the  friends  of  Oeneral  Harrison 
had  deemed  it  necessary  that  they  should  speak  for 
him  as  to  bis  views  on  that  subject;  and  the  editor 
of  tbe  Commercial  Bulletin,  a  paper  published  in 
MissoiiTi,  adverted  to  a  letter  of  Oeneral  Harrison, 
which  was  very  laconic  and  to  the  point,  siatiog 
that  he  was  in  favor  of  pre-emption,  and  had  al- 
ways been  so.  When  Iilr.  C.  read  the  letter  he  was 
gratilied;  and  he  presumed  that  he  need  not  assure 
either  the  S-nate  or  tbe  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky that  this  avowal,  together  wiih  his  former 
votes  in  favor  of  graduation  and  pre-emption,  went 
very  fu  toward  obtaining  for  Osnerat  Harrison  tbe 
amount  of  votes  be  had  received.  It  had  been 
very  truly  said  by  tbe  honorable  gentleman  from 
Fenosylvaaia  [Mr.  Bochahan]  that  the  professed 
friends  of  General  Harrison  here  were  at  variance 
with  the  votes  and  opinions  of  Gkneral  H.  himself; 
and  yet  they  complained  of  Mr.  C.  and  bis  friends, 
who  were  engaged  in  an  effort  to  otablisb,  in  ad- 
vance, the  y^tj  principle  which  the  coming  Presi- 
dent avowed.  Mr.  C.  could  not  see  any  plausible 
objection  to  the  measure;  it  meiely  allowed  honest 
settlers  to  take  up  a  small  quantity  of  land.  In  pre- 
erence  to  speculators  and  rich  monopolists,  who 
wonld  otherwise  get  poEsession  of  the  lands  and 
hold  them  up  from  sale. 

Mr.  CLA.Tof  Kentucky  said  he  would  add  bat 
two  or  three  words  in  reply.  Nothing  was  furiber 
(said  Mr.  C.)  from  my  purpose,  in  what  I  said 
when  last  up,  than  to  intimate  that  the  worth;  Se- 
nator from  Peiusylvania,  my  chairman  in  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations,  did  any  thing  impro- 
per in  accepting  the  offer  of  his  late  mission  to  Rus- 
sia; far,  very  far  from  it.  I  know  what  was  his 
standing  with  his  party,  which  no  donbt  indaced 
the  offer  of  such  an  appointment;  nor  do  I  donbt 
that,  in  accepting  it,  he  yielded  to  the  earnest  and 
pressing  solicitations  ol  bis  worthy  chief,  a  former 
President  of  the  United  States.  I  said  that  the  mo- 
tive which  led  to  the  eulogy  pronounced  by  him  on 
General  Jackson  was  a  sense  of  gratitude,  and  this 
feeling  must  doubtless  have  been  greatly  increased 
by  the  circumstances  to  which  he  referred.  Be- 
■idee,  a  foreign  mission,  and  that  a  mission  to  Rns- 
sie,  is  not  a  thing  to  be  sneered  at.  No  doubt  the 
worthy  Senator,  in  fulfilling  bis  distinguished  ap- 
ipointment,  may  have  suffered  much  in  bis  family 
affairs,  and  his  separation  from  those  to  whom  he 
may  be  bound  in  tender  ties;  and  it  he  went,  it  was 
merely  to  oblige  his  friend  and  patron,  who  urged 
the  appointment  upon  him. 


A  word  to  the  Senator  from  Alabama.  He  says 
that  I  have  been  condemned  in  my  views  of  policy 
by  all  the  nine  new  landed  States.  Ah  I  the  Sena- 
tor no  doubt  is  very  correct!  What  says  Ohio? 
She  has  been  anxious  for  the  policy  I  advocate  for 
these  eight  years  put.  The  Oovernqr,  in  his  mes- 
sage to  the  Slate  Legislature,  sanciions  and  recom- 
mends it.  What  says  Indliana?  Her  Legislature 
is  in  faror  of  my  distribution  policy  by  a  majority 
of  sixty  votes;  and  Missouri  is  not  much  behind 
her.  And  I  now  predict  that,  when  that  measure 
shall  be  presented  to  this  body,  there  will  be  scarce 
a  Senator  from  the  new  States  bnt  will  be  in 
favor  of  it,  recommended  as  it  is  by  all  just  and 
generoiu  principles  and  considerations  which  ad- 
dress themselves  to  the  mind  of  a  patriot  and  a 
statesman. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  explained.  He  had  re- 
ferred to  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  new  States 
daring  the  flfteen  years  last  past.  He  might  have 
heen  mistaken  as  to  Ohio  for  a  few  yean.  In  the 
existing  state  of  things  there,  placid,  as  she  w«s,|itt 
tbe  bukds  of  a  party  openly  opposed  to  gradua- 
tion, tbe  friends  of  the  present  bill  could  entertain 
no  hope. 

The  qneetion  was  now  pnt  on  Mr.  Huhtinq- 
Ton'S  amendment,  restricting  tbe  operation  of  the 
bill  to  two  years,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as 
follows:  Yeas  33,  nays  23 

The  President  of  the  Senate  voting  in  the  nega- 
tive, the  amendment  was  rejected. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  FULTON. 

OF  AKKaNSAe. 

In  Shatx,  Monday  Febrnaiy  1, 1841. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  tbe  public 
lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  tbe  same,  and 
raise  a  log  cabin  tbereon,was  taken  up,  the  qUesiion 
being  on  tbe  motion  of  Mr.  Criitbmdbk  to  recom- 
mit the  bill,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  the 
distribntion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  among  tbe  States,  which  Mr.  Yoomo  had 
proposed  to  amend  by  a  motion  to  snbstirate  for  it 
the  bill  of  Mr.  CM.aooN,  proposing  to  cede  the 
lands  to  the  States  within  which  they  lie,  upon  cer- 
tain conditions. 

Mr.  FULTON  said  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
say  a  few  words  on  the  proposition  jost  submitted 
by  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Yoohg]  to  cede 
the  pnblic  lands  to  tbe  States  wi  bin  which  they  lie. 
This  proposition  had  been,  as  he  thought,  very  un- 
justly rejected  some  time  since,  by  a  large  majority 
of  the  Senate,  when  it  was  offered  as  an  amend- 
ment by  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Calhoos]  to  the  proposition  to  distribute  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  That  Sena- 
tor bad  nobly  surrendered  hU  prejodices  upon  the 
altar  of  his  coimtry,  and  came  to  the  rescue  of  the 
younger  members  of  this  Union.  He  proposed  to 
relieve  them  from  the  odious  condition  of  thraldom 
and  vassalage,  in  which  they  have  been  hitherto 
held  by  the  strong  arm  of  power  of  ibis  Federal 
Oovernment.  He  had  looked  with  the  eye  of  a 
statesman  upon  the  evils  which  have  resulted  from 
the  present  system,  not  only  to  the  new  States,  but 
to  this  Government  also;  and  which  are  increasing 
to  such  an  alarming  extent, as  even  to  threaten  the 
welfare  and  harmony  of  the  Union  itself.  He 
therefore  boldly  came  forward  with  a  proposition, 
calcalatsd  to  secure  the  rigbis  of  both  the  Federal 
Oovernment  and  tbe  new  Slates,  and  which,  at  no 
distant  day,  will  be  regarded  by  all  the  older  Stales 
as  tbe  very  best  measure  for  securing  their  best  in- 
terssls  that  was  ever  sabmitled  to  the  consideration 
of  Congrsss.  And  yet,  for  this  great  act,  one  of 
tbe  greatest  of  his  life,  the  Senator  from  South  Ca- 
rolina bad  been  condemned  by  a  majority  of  the 
Senators  from  the  old  States. 

Nothing,  sir,  bat  the  dependent  condition  of  tbe 
new  States  conld  have  driven  them  to  consent  to  the 
terms  upon  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  cede  to  them 
tbe  lands  within  their  limits.  The  Legislature  of  his 
State  had  instructed  her  Senators  to  support  the  mea- 
sure now  under  con&ideraiion,and  he  was,  therefore, 
doubly  bound  to  advocate  this  amendment,  al- 
though he  did  not  believe  that  the  proposition  was 
as  liberal  to  the  new  States  as  he  thon(^t  it  ought 


to  be.  As  the  Subject  was,  in  so  many  aspects,  of 
the  first  importance  to  tbe  country  and  to  theStaiet, 
he  hoped  he  should  be  indulged  with  the  patience 
of  the  Senate,  while  he  submitted  his  views  in  re- 
lation to  it.  He  conld  not  boast  of  coming  to  dw 
consideration  of  this  subject  with  impartial  feeliagi. 
He  acknowledged  that  he'  felt,  deeply  felt,  the  op- 
pressiveness of  the  bonds  into  which  his  State  luul 
been  forced  to  enter  when  she  was  laidmitted  into 
Union.  He  feared,  therefore,  that  it  would  not  be 
in  his  power  to  convince  the  Senate  ot  the  correct- 
ness of  the  remarks  he  intended  lo  sabmit.  Ha 
own  conviction;  of  the  eorrecmess  of  the  eoaeli. 
sions  at  which  he  had  arrived,  were  such,  how- 
ever, as  indnced  him  to  indulge  the  hope  ihat  he 
could  demonstate  that  great  injustice  bad  been  dnae 
to  the  new  States,  and  that  instead  of  being  eoa- 
demned  as  untruttworthy  and  faithless,  he  hoped 
to  be  able  to  prove,  that  tbey  bad  been  true  to 
their  contracts  beyond  what  even  justice  to  (hem- 
selves  demanded  of  them. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  never  ia- 
tended  that  (he  new  Stales,  for  whose  adaisnot 
into  tbe  Union  it  provides,  should  come  into  the 
Union  as  mere  dependencies;  and  yet,  such  is  the 
true  sitaation,  at  this  time,  of  the  new  Sutes  who 
have  been  admitted  into  the  Union.  Tbe  new 
States  are  completely  at  the  mercy  of  tbe  Federal 
Government.  By  refusing  to  tell  the  public  lands, 
or  raising  the  price  so  high  as  to  prevent  its  sale,  it 
is  in  the  power  of  Congress  so  lo  limit  the  revenue 
of  the  new  States  as  to  deprive  them  ot  the  meant 
of  supporting  their  Governments;  or  otherwos 
making  it  so  burdensome  upon  the  inhate'taats  as 
to  deter  all  emigrants  from  settling  withia  their 
limits.  According  to  the  compacts  made  with  the 
new  Stale;  upon  their  admission,  the  lands  of  (he 
Federal  Oovernment  cannot  be  taxed  by  the  new 
States.  This  is  a  complete  denial  of  sovoreigiity, 
and  gives  to  this  Government  the  entire  masteiy 
over  the  new  Slates.  That  this  power  over  then 
has  not  been  so  exercised  as  to  be  intolerable,  ii 
not  because  (he  power  does  not  exist  in  this  Go. 
vernment  under  these  compacts,  but  became  Cea- 
gress  has  chosen  not  so  to  exercise  it  as  mhavt 
palpably  demonstrated  its  incompatibility  wi&  Ike 
spirit  and  intention  of  tbe  Federal  CcmslitBlioa. 
This  Union  was  originally  formed  of  free,  sove- 
reign and  independent  States.  Tbey  were  eaek 
acknowledged  by  Cheat  Britain  to  be  free,  sove- 
reign and  independent;  and,  by  virtue  of  that  ac- 
knowledgment, became  possessed  of  aU  the  pow- 
ers and  rights  of  distinct  Governments,  and  of  ti- 
tle to  the  soil  within  their  limits,  the  same  as  Oreii 
Britain  had  pnssessed  previotis  to  that  mAvim- 
ledgment.  They  were  thus  created  sovereign  tod 
independent  States.  As  snch  States,  they  entered 
into  the  Federal  Union,  and  formed  iheir  Federal 
Consdtudon.  That  Constitation  gives  to  Congrem 
the  power  to  admit  new  States  into  Has  Unioe. 
Whenever  Congress  exercises  that  power,  she  re- 
cognises tbe  State  so  admitted  as  a  free,  soraetga, 
and  independent  State,  precisely  as  did  Great  Bri- 
tain when  she  achnowledged  the  independence  of 
her  colonies.  Tbe  Territories  of  the  United  States 
are  to  the  Federal  Government  what  the  colonies 
were  to  Great  Britain.  They  are  dependencies,  for 
whom  Congress  has  the  power  granted  to  it  to  make 
all  needful  roles  and  regulations.  Congress  has 
the  power  to  dispose  of  the  soil,  and  to  organize 
Ibem  into  Governments,  so  long  as  diey  remain  a* 
tbe  territory  of  the  United  Slates.  But,  the  mo- 
ment they  are  acknowledged  to  be  independent 
S(ahi,  Congress  must  necessarily  part  with  all 
power  and  authority  over  them,  excepting  such  as 
tbe  old  Slates  granted  to  Congress  over  ihemselva 
when  tbey  entered  into  the  Union.  IRier 
have  no  longer  any  XJiaUi  Stttes  ttrritvrg  with- 
in their  limits,  and  Cong'es!',  thereifbre^  bm 
no  longer  any  right  to  (Uspose  of  any  sack 
Territory.  "  New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the 
Congress  into  this  Union."  This  is  the  language 
of  the  Constitution.  What  kind  of  States  are 
here  contemplated  lo  be  admitledl  Why,  sir,  tbey 
mnsi  be  co-equals  in  all  resprtts  with  those  already 
in  tbe  Union.  They  must  be  Statu,  as  th«  oU 
States  were,  ihat  is,  States  acknowledging  i 
rior,  owing  no  allegiance,  possessed  of  ei- 
bute  of  sovereignty,  and  entitled  to  «M^ki^ 
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ille,  tnd  jorisdictioo  over  the  territ'iry  wi>hin  iheir 
imiis,  »  appertaia  to  erei;  iDdependeatQovein- 
ncDt  00  eailh.  This  was  what  the  Constitution 
lontemplated,  when  the  povtr  to  admit  new  States 
wu  fLttu  to  Ck>ngr«ss.  Tbe  Northwest  ttrritoiy 
was  the  territory  provided  for.  It  was  to  be  dis- 
po«ed  of  by  Coitgress  for  the  support  of  the  Oo- 
remmenl.  It  was  to  be  sold  to  citizens,  who  were 
«  orgaoize  themselves  under  its  aatoority  into  de- 
lendeot  Qovernmenls.  As  was  the  practice  in  the 
ieginning,  it  was  contemplated  that  millionx  of 
teres  would  be  disposed  of  to  companies,  and  that 
n  this  way,  the  great  body  of  the  soil  would  be 
lisposed  of,  before  the  Territory  woald  be  ready 

0  become  a  State.  To  obtain  a  fair  considera- 
ion  for  the  remainder,  whenever  the  Territory  be- 
ame  strong  enough  to  clain  her  right  to  indeprn- 
lence,  and  her  right  to  admission  into  the  Union, 
»  the  co-equal  of  the  States,  the  Congress  should 
lave  in  every  instance  disposed  of  such  remainder 
if  the  territorial  domain  to  the  State  about  to  be 
idmilted,  upon  such  equitable  and  reasonable  terms 
asoehSiaie  could  have  in  good  faith  complied 
rith.  The  framers  of  the  Consiitntion  never  con- 
tmplated  that  this  Qovernment  would  become  a 
indjobber  or  speculator.  It  was  to  be  sold  for  a 
toderate  sum  to  communities  who  could  settle  it. 
nw  great  object  was  to  add  strength  to  the  nation, 
y  adding  young,  vigorous,  and  flourishing  SUUei 
}  the  Union.  That  these  States  were  to  have  the 
ight  to  exercise  ucchmw  legislation  over  the  soil 
rithln  their  limits,  is  -proved  by  that  provision  of 
le  Constitution,  which  grants  to  Congress  "ex- 
losive  legislation  over  this  District,  and  over  such 
laces  Within  the  limits  of  the  States,  as  are  ne- 
essary  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arse- 
als,  dock  yards,  and  other  needfnl  buildings." 
"he  tame  soil  cannot  be  subject  to  the  legislation 
r  two  separate  and  distinct  sovereignties.  TbetC' 
>re  the  Constitution  found  it  necessary  to  obtain 
rom  the  Staiei  the  right  of  jnrisdiciiun  over  so 
tnch  of  the  soil  within  their  limits,  as  was 
eeewary  for  the  occupancy  of  the  military  of 
le  United  States,  and  for  the  use  of  the  Federal 
lovemment.  Without  this  provision  in  the  Coo- 
titution.  Congress  could  not  ooostitutiooaliy  exer- 
iie  legislation  over  a  foot  of  land  within  the  limits 
f  any  Stale  of  this  Union.  The  Constitution  fur- 
ler  says  that  "Congress  shall  have  power  to  dis- 
ose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
sspecting  the  territory  and  other  property  htlangmg 

1  the  United  States."  Respecting  the  Urritont  bt- 
mgifig  to  the  United  States!  The  moment,  then, 
Mtt  a  territory  becomes  a  free  and  independent 
tate,  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  dispose  of, 
nd  make  all  tkeedful  rules  and  regulations  respeci- 
ig  such  ttrritory  so  hihnging  to  the  United  States, 
tost  jiecessarily  cease  and  determine.  That  see- 
on  clearly  applies  to  a  territory  htlmgmg  to  the 
fnilad  States.  The  moment,  therefore,  that  such  a 
irritory  become  a  State,  it  no  longer  belongi  to  the 
Tnited  States,  and  the  right  to  dispose  of  it,  and  to 
igislat*  over  it,  mast  necessarily  be  surrendered. 
I  mast,  therefore,  be  admitted,  that  the  legislation 
f  Congress  over  the  soil  within  the  limits  of  either 
r  the  States  of  this  Union,  is  a  violation  of  the 
Sonstituiion,  if  the  views  submitted  are  correct. 

It  becomes  the  duty  of  Congress  to  look  seriously 
itolhis  matter,  and  to  see  if  ihey  were  not  every  day 
f  their  lives  violating  the  Constitution,  when  they 
rere  constantly  passing  laws  in  relation  to  the  soil 
rithin  the  limits  of  sovereign  and  independent 
:tates.  If  these  views  are  correct,  it  vifould  seem 
>  b«  the  bonnden  duty  of  Congress  immsdtately  to 
i-pose  of,  le  the  new  States,  all  the  public  lands 
rithin  the  limits  of  each,  and  to  settle  forever  this 
dions  and  cruel  conflict,  so  injurious  to  the  new 
Itates,  and  so  unworthy  of  sacix  a  Government  as 
Aat  of  the  United  States.  To  be  a  sovereign  State, 
nd  not  a  depAideocy,  the  State  mast  possess  ex- 
tasive  jurisdiction  over  the  soil  within  her  limits; 
be  miut  have  power  to  lax  the  loil  fur  the  support 
f  her  government,  or  she  is  dependent.  But  the 
liaias^  they  became'strong enough  to  ask  admission 
ito  the  Union,  were  farced  to  surrender  this  indis- 
ensable  attribute  of  sovereignty.  They  have  bound 
lemselves  not  to  interfere  with  the  tale  by  Con- 
ress  of  the  pablie  lands  within  their  limits,  nor  to 
IX  them,  *o  long  as  they  remain  nnaald;  and,  ia 


some  of  the  States,  not  for  five  jrears  after  they  are 
sold.  These  terms  are  directly  contrary  to  the 
spirit  and  intention  of  the  Federal  Constitution; 
they  are  oppressive  and  anjust;  they  have  materi- 
ally retarded  the  growth  of  the  new  States  but  some 
of  them  have  grown  astonishingly,  notwithstanding 
they  have  had  to  contend  with  such  great  and 
almost  insarmountable  obstaelet;  and  yet,  the  new 
States  have  complied  in  good  faith  with  thece  op- 
pressive compacts,  which  they  were  forced  to  sub- 
mit to,  or  else  be  compelled  to  remain  in  a  state  of 
colonial  dependency  for  an  indv6nite  number  of 
years.  The  new  States  have  strictly  complied 
with  their  contracts,  notniihsianding  the  odious 
condition  in  which  it  places  them.  They  permit 
their  own  citizens  to  become  officers  of  this  Go- 
vernment, whosell  the  public  land*  without  mo- 
lettalion  or  difficulty— they  receive  your  money, 
and  pay  it  into  tlM  National  Treasury.  Their  citi- 
zens are  constantly  driven  to  apply  to  Congrecs  to 
pass  laws  for  their  relief;  and,  they  and  tbcir  re- 
presentatives are  placed  in  the  humble  altitude  of 
suppliants  for  your  joftice  and  liberality  at  each 
succeeding  session  of  Congress.  Is  it  not  mockery 
to  call  the  new  States  independent,  so  lone  as  ihey 
are  held  in  such  a  state  of  vassalage7  But,  it  is 
now  proposed  to  placa  them  at  the  mercy  of  some 
twenty  masters.  Make  it  the  interest  of  the  old 
States  to  raise  the  price  of  the  pnbfac  lands,  and 
yon  stop  at  once  all  liberal  action  on  the  part  of 
Congress  towards  the  settlers  in  the  new  States. 
You  create  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Slates  to  get 
all  the  money  they  eaa  em  of  the  eiUttm  of  the 
new  States — yon  whet  their  appetites  for  gold,  pio- 
cured  from  others  without  labor  or  exertion.  This 
appetite  for  gold  will  increase  with  every  contribu- 
tion, and  at  last,  il  will  not  be  satisfied  but  with 
the  life's  blood  of  the  citizens  of  the  nev  States. 
He  regarded  the  disttibalion  of  the  proceejs  of  the 
public  lands  as  a  violation  of  the  compacts  into 
which  the  new  States  have  been  forced  to  enter;  and 
be  anticipated  that  the  new  Suies,  in  justice  to 
themselves,  would  be  compelled  to  claim  the  right 
to  all  the  soil  within  their  limits,  (which  such 
violation  of  the  compact  would  make  necessary 
for  iheir  preservation)  if  this  distribution  measure 
is  ever  adopted;  and  which  their  recognition  by  the 
United  States  as  sovereign  States  would  have  given 
them,  had  they  not  been  forced  to  enter  into  such 
compacts. 

The  effect  of  such  a  measare,  upon  the  Slate  he 
had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  would  be  terri- 
ble indeed.  Her  people  wonld.be  drained  of  every 
dollar,  to  go  into  the  treasuries  of  other  States — no 
sir,  to  go  into  the  pockets  of  foreign  bankers,  who 
would  realize  it,  as  clear  profits,  from  the  enhance- 
ment of  the  value  of  State  stocks,  which  must  in- 
evitably result  from  the  passing  of  such  a  law:  or, 
perhaps,  her  citizens  would  be  driven  off,  to  get  rid 
of  the  oppressions  and  burdens  which  they  would 
not  be  able  to  bear.  Arkansas  was  organized  as  a 
Territory  before  any  of  her  lands  were  sold.  Sa|^ 
pose  Congress  had  refused  to  dispose  of  any  of  the 
lands  at  a  fair  price,  and  her  citizens  had  remained 
in  that  (iiuaiion  until  she  was  admitted  into 
the  Union  as  a  State.  Suppose  then,  that  specula- 
tors had  come  into  the  State,  and  had  pni- 
chased  the  homes  of  all  her  citizens,  and  had  at- 
tempted to  drive  them,  with  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren, from  their  dwellings — could  they  have  suc- 
ceeded in  such  an  attempt?  Would  not  the  Stale 
have  protected  her  citizensi  Could  this  Govern- 
ment have  snforced  such  an  attempt  at  disposses- 
sion? If  the  State  of  Arkansas  could  thus  be  pre- 
vented from  taxing  her  lands  for  her  support — ^if 
she  could  not  protect  her  citizens  against  such  ca- 
lamities, would  she  be  a  sovereign  Stale?  Would 
she  be  placed  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  other 
Stales  of  this  Union?  Would  it  not  be  idle  to  call 
her  independent?  If  you  distribute  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  Stales,  the 
only  effect  il  will  have  will  be  to  raise  the  value  of 
Stale  bonds.  Yoa  will  deprive  this  Government  of 
five  millions  annually  of  revenoe;  and  yoa  force 
her  to  lay  that  amount  of  duties  upon  our  importa- 
tions cf  articles  which  the  people  are  compelled  to 
purchase,  and  for  which  they  will  have  to  pay  five 
millions  of  dollars  more  than  they  now  pay,  to 
make  up  for  the  dofideney;  and  the  result  of  the 


whole  operation  will  be,  not  to  give  relief  any 
where,  but  to  enable  the  present  holders  of  Stale 
stocks  to  realize  at  least  five  millions  of  dollars  of 
profits  per  annum  npoa  their  inrestments.  Sup- 
pose that  Congress,  under  the  power  to  dispoee  of 
ih*  territory,  should  attempt  to  give  the  lands  them- 
selves, in  ihe  new  States,  instead  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  those  lands,  to  the  old  Slates,  (and  this 
would  be  a  much  nearer  eempliance  with  the  un- 
limited power  claimed  for  Congress,  under  the 
word  "dispose,"  than  that  which  is  contended  for,) 
would  the  new  States  submit  to  such  a  donation  of 
the  soil  within  their  limits?  If  the  lands  in  Arkan- 
sas were  given  to  any  Stale  in  this  Union,  sooh 
State  or  Stales  aoald  never  be  abl«  to  exercise  any 
right  of  ownership  over 'the  lands  »o  granted.-  Sb» 
would  resist  the  claim  of  such  masters,  and  Aa 
would  be  driven  to  exercise  the  rights  of  a  sove- 
reign Slate  ever  all  the  anappiopriated  lands  with- 
in her  limits. 

To  settle  forever  all  these  diffienliies,  and  to  re- 
move all  grounds  of  conflict,  between  those  States, 
who  ought  to  be,  in  all  respects,  eqiul;  to  place  it 
in  the  power  of  the  new  States  to  derive  a  fair 
revenue  from  the  soil  over  which  they  oncht  to  be 
able  to  exercise  complete  jntisdiction;  to  plaee  it  la 
the  power  of  their  citizens  to  add  to  the  wealth  of 
their  States,  by  tbeir  labor  and  enterprise,  instead 
of  thereby  adding,  as  diey  now  do,  to  the  wealth  of 
the  United  States,  by  enhancing  the  vakie  of  the 
public  lands;  to  res  ore  harmony  and  tranqoillity 
to  Ihe  Union,  le^n  the  ejpenses  and  legislation  of 
CoBgreM,  and  forever  to  remove  a  great  engine  ca- 
pable of  inSaencing  most  dangerously  almost  all 
our  elections,  the  amendment  now  aoiier  constdeta^ 
lion  proposes  to  cede  to  the  new  States,  upon  terms 
the  most  equitable  for  this  Government,  all  the  lands 
wiihin  the  limits  of  each  Stale.  The  amendmeat 
provides  that  Ihe  States  shall  pay  over  to  the  United 
States  65  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands.  This  is  nearly  equal  to  what  is 
realized  by  this  Government  by  the  existing  sy^ 
tem.  It  costs  this  Government  93  per  cent,  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  to  carry  on  the  present  sys- 
tem. To  this  add  the  five  per  oenL  granted  to  the 
new  States  for  internal  improvements,  and  the  va- 
rious expenses  which  cannot  be  enumerated,  and 
we  have  nearly  35  per  cent,  the  amount  proposed 
to  be  allowed  to  the  new  Slates  for  expenses  and 
all  other  rrsponsibilties.  It  was  said  by  the  Sen^ 
tor  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  pLAT]  that  the  expenses  to 
the  States  for  selling  the  pablie  lands  would  not  ea- 
seed  two  per  cent.  It  is  impossible  lo  say  what 
those  expenses  would  be.  But  that  is  not  the  ques- 
tion. The  calcalation  ought  to  be  founded  upon 
the  cost  of  the  system  lo  the  United  Slates.  Ought 
not  this  Goverimeat  to  be  willing  to  give  op  to 
the  Slates  tfte  amount  which  the  present  system 
costs,  in  order  to  obtain  a  fair  settlement  of 
this  vexatious  qoestionl  Bni  it  is  contended 
that  the  new  States  could  not  be  relied  tipon 
to  pay  over  faithfully  to  the  Uoited  States  the  65 
per  cent,  which  they  had  coairacted  to  pay.  It  is 
said  that  the  new  States  would  be  unfaithful,  and 
could  not  be  relied  upon.  This  is  said,  too,  by  S». 
naiors  who  have  always  complained  at  the  slightest 
imputation  on  Stale  credit.  But  to  prove  the  ia- 
jostloe  of  the  assertion,  just  look  at  the  conduct  of 
the  new  States  under  the  present  system.  Thqr 
have  surrendered  rights  to  which  they  were  deafly 
entitled,  as  free  and  independent  States.  Ralber 
than  remain  in  a  stale  of  territorial  dependeney, 
they  surrendered  what  the  Constitution  guaranties 
to  eveiy  sovereign  State;  and  they  have  Uiherlo 
always  acted  in  good  faith,  and  in  all  respeeis com- 
plied with  the  compacts  entered  inio.  They  hare 
never  interfered  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the 
public  lands,  nor  have  they  attempted  to  tax  it,  or  , 
to  exercise  any  ownership  over  it.  They  have 
groaned  under  oppression,  and  yet  they  have  not 
revolttd.  How  then  can  it  be  supposed  that  they 
will  not  act  equally  in  good  faith,  bi  paying  over 
the  6S  per  cent,  of  ihe  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands?  Tbeir  failure  to  do  so  would  be  an 
annnlment  of  the  contract;  they  wookl  there- 
fore have  every .  inducement  to  comply  most 
strictly.  But  even  if  it  were  admitted  that 
the  Slates  could  not  be  entirely  relied  upon 
was  there  not  a  proposition  which  ought  to  obviate 
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•▼M^'bbjsciioDt  It  is  proposed  that  iho  Siatrs 
sbatt  pay  over  the  receipts  from  the  latids  qaarter- 
\j,  mooibly,  or  as  ihey  are  received;  or  that  ihey 
•boald  fo  directly  into  ibe  bands  of  an  officer  of 
the  Gtorernment.  As  your  present  land  officers  are 
cilisens  of  the  States,  and  yoa  bare  foand  that  yon 
ean  trast  them  with  perfect  safety,  hot;  can  it  be 
cappored  that  they  wonld  be  less  tmstworiby,  if 
eaplo|ed  by  the  State,  in  the  same  service?  The 
StAator  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Shitb]  has  jastly  said, 
(hat  the  new  Stales  will  receive  mnch  more  under 
Ite  distribniion  principle,  than  under  the  cession 
measure.  Besides  their  proportions  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  the  distribu- 
tion bill  proposes  to  give  to  the  new  States  15  or 
IT^-pcr  cenl^of  the  sales  within  their  limits;  add 
to  this  ths  500,000  acres  of  land  proposed  to  be 
granted,  and  yon  bare  a  mneb  larger  sum  annually 
paid,  Aan  the  25  per  cent  which  the  cession  bill 
proposes.  ■  Bni  by  the  cession  bill,  the  rights  of  the 
aew  States,  and  their  citizens,  are  to  be  fecured; 
and  these  are  objects  uf  snch  vital  importance  to 
them,  that  they  are  not  be  weighed  in  the  balance, 
against  dollars  and  cents.  He  regarded  the  propo- 
sition to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  .tales  of  the 
paUie  lands,  as  one  of  the  most  fatal  measures  to 
the  interests  of  the  new  States,  and,  indeed,  as  de- 
moralizing to  all  the  States,  that  had  ever  been 
brought  forward.  It  was  a  bad  measure  when  the 
Treasury  was  full;  bat  turn,  when  it  is  empty,  and 
our  revenue  is  diminishing,  to  think  of  giving  away 
a  part  of  that  revenue,  and  to  tax  the  people  pro- 
porti«Mbly  higher,  to  make  up  the  deficiency  thus 
created,  seemed  to  him  to  )ae  an  act  of  extrava- 
gance, if  not  of  madness,  which  he  was  at  a  great 
loss  to  comprehend.  If,  however,  we  mux  have 
money  paid  over  to  the  States,  why  not  pay  over 
to'  them  the  65  per  cent,  which  the  cesiion  bill  pro- 
dooss,  and  thus  permit  the  new  States  to  become, 
in  rtdAy,  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  mem- 
bai*  of  the  Union! 

But,  sir,  let  08  look  a  little  into  this  proposition 
to  diatribnte  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands.  The  Constitution  never  cnntemplaied  any 
other  territory  as  belonging  to  the  United  Slates, 
excepting  that  lying  in  tl>e  forks  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi,  and  that  west  of  Georgia  and  north  of 
Florida,  to -the  Afississippi  river.  The  Consiiin- 
tioagives  no  aothority  to  the  Congress  cr  to  the 
ExecQiive  to  purchase  territory  from  a  foreign 
Slate.  The  pnrcbaaes  which  were  made,  therefore, 
from  France  and  Spain,  were  nnconstitniional,  snd 
only  became  a  part  of  the  Union  by  the  acqni- 
eseenee  of  the  States  united. 

All  the  provision!  of  the  Constitution  relating  to 
lk«  territory  belonging  to  the  United  States  refer  to 
this  territory,  and,  it  is  to  this  territory  exclusivdy 
that  the  eompacts  entered  into  between  the  United 
Stales  and  certain  Slates  which  ceded  their  right  to 
Ihe  waste  lands,  applies.  Let  as  see  what  are  the 
provisions  of  these  compacts.  That  of  Virginia, 
•o  far  as  it  relates  to  this  subject,  is  in  these  words; 
he  tras  compelled  to  quote  tb«m,  althoagh  so  often 
qaoled  I^  «ther  Senators: 

"nMl«nd»McaiM*lwll  Incoinidared  a*  a  common  fund 
for  iheaieaodtieDefii  of  •sell  or  theUaiud  Biatea  u  taaTe 
bacomo,  or  tlisll  tjecome  members  of  the  ConfedBratlon.  or  fe- 
dml  aBlaiKs  of  laM  Slato,  Virginia  Incluslre,  accorclini  to 
(bail  naoal  leapecUve  ptoponiooa  in  the  general  charge  and  ex- 
pandUiire;  and  shall  be  faiUifuiiy  and  bona  fide  diapottd  of  for 
tliatpnrpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whataoever." 

During  tb«  Confederation  this  Ouveroment  was 
supported  by  contributions  from  the  States.  Con- 
gress bad  no  power  to  raise  a  revenae ;  therefore  it 
was  agreed  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
lands  ceded  by  Tirginia,  and  indeed  all  the  States, 
ihoald  be  applied  «xeiii«iw%  to  the  sup  port  of  the  Con- 
federatfoaj  in  this  way  only  could  tbey  lessen  tqvlty 
the  hardens  of  each  of  the  States.  By  these  compacts 
Aeae  proceeds  were  set  apart /orever  for  the  snpport 
of  the  Nation^  Government;  and  it  was  expressly 
Mipalaied  that  ihey  should  mver  be  applied  to  any 
o4wr  purpose  whatsoever.  All  the  States  then  in 
Um  OeaAderaiion,  and  all  the  States  that  have 
come  into  the  Union  since,  are  eqnalfy  bound  by 
lUseoatpaet,  (for  the  Constitution  provides  that 
aH  snch  contracts  shall  be  binding  upon  the  United 
Slates,)  and  any  attempt  to  apply  these  proceeds 
to  aay  pttrpose  whatsoever,  except  ihe  national 
"•hMg*  and  expnditorr,"  is  a  palpable  violation 
or  the  compact.    The  right  to  these  lands  was 


never  recognised  as  belonging  to  any  one  State  by 
ths  Confederation;  ihey  were  claimed  as  a  pur- 
chase made  by  the  common  blood  and  treasure  of 
all  the  States.  Ttie  compacts  entered  into  by  the 
Confederation  with  the  claiming  States,  were  de- 
signed to  settle  the  controversy.  The  proceeds 
were,  therefore,  set  apart  as  a  "exnoon/iMid,"  for 
thie  cMiimOTi  htn^  of  alt  the  States  then  in, 
or  afterwards  coming  into  the  Confederation.  The 
States  separately  can  have  no  right  whatever  to 
these  lands;  they  were  ceded  in  full  property  to  the 
Confederation,  on  the  express  condition,  that  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  shoald  be  exclusively  applied 
to  the  support  of  the  Confederation,  and  to  n«  tiiur 
furfcn  lekatsoevtr.  The  giving,  therefore,  of  these 
proceeds  to  the  Slates,  or  its  application  to  Ihe 
payment  of  State  debts,  woald  be  directly  in  the 
very  face  of  these  compacts.  The  proceeds  of 
these  lands  were  to  be  forever  appUed  to  the  sap- 
port  of  this  Government,  and  were  intended  to 
lessen,  in  proportion  to  their  amount,  the  revenue 
which  Congress  was  aoihorized  to  raise  from  other 
sources  since  the  union,  or  by  rtq'tisitions  upon  the 
States  during  the  Confederation-  It  has  been 
pointedly  asked,  what  would  be  done  with  the  sur* 
plus,  if  the  lands  yielded  more  than  the  Govern- 
ment reqntredl  The  answer  is,  we  mutt  take  care 
of  it;  and  if  such  a  thing  cosld  be  possible,  that 
we  woald  never  have  use  for  snch  a  surplus,  it 
would  have  to  remain  the  property  of  the  nation, 
precisely  afa  other  national  property.  Tne  impera- 
tive command  of  Ibe  compact  is,  that  this  fund 
shall  be  hanaJUt  applied  to  the  suppon  of  the  Na- 
tional Govsrameat,  and  to  no  other  use  or  purpose 
whatsoever.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
CLir]  compared  this  fand  to  a  fountain  belonging 
tn  a  number  of  persons,  and  contended  that  each 
of  the  proprietors  woald  have  a  right  to  draw  pails 
of  water  from  it,  without  doing  injostice  to  either. 
He  contended -that  this  fand  might  be  more  pro- 
perly compared  to  a  stream  of  water  which  had 
been  in  dispute  amongst  a  number  of  individnals, 
and  who,  to  settle  the  dispute,  bad  entered  into  a 
pannersbip  in  carrying  on  a  mill  for  their 
common  benefit,  and,  thereupon,  those  claim- 
ing the  water  course  entered  into  a  com- 
pact with  the  company,  by  which  they  con- 
veyed the  water  course  to  the  company,  upon 
the  express  condition  that  the  water  of  the  stream 
should  be  forever  appropriated  to  the  uses 
of  the  mill,  aod  to  no  other  purpose  whatsoever. 
Would  ihe  parties,  without  a  dissolaiicn  of  the 
partnership,  have  a  right  to  divert  this  stream  to 
their  private  benefit?  He  was  satisfied  that  the 
lands  ceded  by  the  Slates  to  the  Confederation,  and 
now  belonging  to  the  United  Slates,  could  be  dis- 
posed of  by  Congress  for  no  other  purpose,  except 
for  the  support  of  the  Government.  The  Constitu- 
tioo  gives  to  Congress  the  power  to  dispose  of  them. 
The  compact  stipiilstes  the  parpose  to  which  alone 
the  proceeds  are  to  be  applied. 

It  is  contended  that  tbe  t»rm  "dispose  of,"  gives 
unlimited  power  to  Congress  over  tbe  pablic  lands, 
an4  authorizes  the  Congress  to  apply  the  proceeds 
to  snch  objects  and  purposes  as,  in  tbeir  discretion, 
they  may  deem  would  be  best  for  the  coantry.  Ho 
contended  that  the  power  to  "dispose  of,"  gave 
only  tbe  right  to  uU,  and  that  the  avails  of  such 
sales  went  into  the  Treasury,  as  other  revenue. 
The  very  fiist  act  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  pro- 
vided that  the  proceeds  of  suchsales  should  go  into 
the  Treasury.  But  this  power  to  dispose  of  was 
expressly  given  in  compliance  with  tbe  compacts; 
and  the  words  "dispose  of,"  are  taken  from  ihe 
compacts.  The  Virginia  deed  of  cession  s^ys,  this 
fund  -thall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  diipoud  tf,  to 
meet  the  common  charge  and  expenditure,  and  for 
no  other  purpose  whatsoever.  Here,  then,  is  the 
purpose  for  which  these  lands  were  granted  lo  tbe 
United  States,  and  here  is  the  origin  of  the  power 
of  Congress  to  dispose  of  the  territory.  Hence  ft 
was  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  gave  to 
Congress,  in  compliance  with  those  compac's,  Ihe 
power  to  dispose  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States.  If  the  power  to  dispose  of  the  territory  car- 
ries with  it  an  unlimited  power  to  make  use  of  the 
proceeds,  so  *l80  does  the  power  to  lay  and  collect 
uxea,  etc  give  unlimited  power  to  apply  tbe  money 
so  raised  at  discretion.    He  thought  it  clear  that 


the  claim  of  power  in  Congress  to  dkiribme  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  lands  acquired  by  eessioB 
from  the  States,  was  in  direct  eontraventioo  of  ikt 
deeds  of  cession  themselves,  and  contrary,  aUo,  t* 
tbe  provision  of  the  Constitution  whidi  gave  M 
Congress  the  powerUf^dispose  of  the  territory  tt 
the  United  States^^^e  amount  wonld  be  so  HUM 
that  it  would*ilm  be  worth  contending  for,  if  the 
distribution  is  confined  to  the  territory  ceded  by 
the  Slates.  Tbe  main  aignment  appliea  only  a 
that  territory,  bat  the  distribution  bill  coma  aH 
the  territory  of  the  United  States.  How  eaa  ii 
be  contended  that  Ihe  coantry  purchased  from 
France  and  Spain — all  the  territory  eoapre- 
headed  within  the  limits  of  I.oaisiaiia  and 
Florida — can  be  disposed  of  by  Coagreas, 
and  the  proceeds  given  to  the  StateiH  This 
country  was  pnrchased  by  the  United  Stales,  ft 
was  paid  for  with  the  money  of  the  Uiuted  StaMa. 
A  part  of  the  revenue  raised  to  support  the  Govera* 
meat  had  been  applied  to  this  purpose;  and  coaaa 
qaently  the  property  so  purchased  belonged  to  Ibt 
United  Siates.coUec'ively,  and  not  to  theseparaM 
States.  The  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  this  territory 
consequently  become  a  portion  of  the  revea«e  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  to  distribute  it  among  lbs 
Slates,  would  be  no  less  unjust  than  it  wonld  be  to 
Impose  dnues  npon  importations  to  be  so  distribaied. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  these  views  could  not  bat 
strike  the  minds  of  all  who  beard  him  as  sound 
and  conclusive;  and  be  thcrefne  felt  himself  juti- 
fied  io  expressing  the  opinioa,  that  if  Congrers 
attempts  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
tbe  pablic  lands,  sold  in  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
that  State  would  be  bound  to  eater  her  aoleam 
protest  against  Ihe  measure,  as  aaeonstitntional 
and  anjast.  But  what  was  tbe  bill  to  which  thii 
proposition  lo  distribute  Ihe  proceeds  of  the  pab- 
lic lands  is  offered  as  an  amendment?  It  was  a 
simple  pre-emption  bill,  such  as  bad  been  passed 
repeatedly  by  Congress,  except  that  it  operated 
prospectively,  and  if  it  became  a  law,  the  setiieis 
who  go  upon,  and  improve  tbe  pablic  lands,  i 
not  afterwards  be  denounced  as  criminals.  It  i 
p<nai<  that  to  be  done,  whieh  we  cannot 
from  being  done,  and  the  doing  of 
had,  as  he  ^lieved,  operated  most  beoefioiaHy  far 
the  country.  These  settlers  go  into  the  wiideiaass 
and  open  the  country  for  settlement — they  bring  it 
to  the  notice  of  purchasers,  and  oaose  it  to  be  set- 
tled and  sold,  and  they  greatly  enhance,  by  teir 
labor  and  improvements,  all  the  pnblie  lands 
which  surround  them.  So  well  satisfied  of  ikn 
was  the  Congress  which  disposed  of  a  millioaaad 
a  half  of  acres  to  the  Ohio  company,  that  tey 
granted  the  company  100,000  acrea  upon  tbe  ex- 
press cnndition  that  it  should  be  givtn  (not  uM  at 
the  minimum  price)  to  oetiwl  uUUn,  in  tracts  at 
100  acres  to  each  settler.  If  the  price  to  be  paid 
by  the  settlers  was  much  lest  thao  can  olberWe 
be  obtained  for  the  land,  it  would  famisfa  soaw 
cause  for  opposition  on  the  part  of  those  who  look 
mainly  to  the  amount  of  money  for  which  the  pab- 
lic lands  are  scld.  This,  however,  is  not  tbe  fact. 
The  troth  is,  a  cent  or  two  over  tbe  miaiaaana 
price  is  all  that  is  obtained  for  the  pnblie  lands.  A 
docameat  recently  laid  on  Ihe  tables  of  Senaton^ 
fully  proved  tbe  correctness  of  this  assertion.  Tim 
document  proved  that  there  had  bete  sold,  betweea 
1833  and  1840,  65,849,807  87-100  acres  of  Imd. 
Tlie  araount  realised  from  the  sales  so  made,  was 
173,369,749  58,  being  a  little  less  than  $1  97  per 
acre — not  quite  two  cehts  more  than  thvi  bill  re- 
quires to  be  paid  by  ssttlers  for  their  lands.  W9t 
you  drive  the  poor  man  from  his  home,  and  take 
his  cabin  and  cultivated  field  away .  from  liia, 
rather  than  give  him  a  preference  over  tbespeeal»' 
tor  of  two  cents  per  acre  in  the  purchase  of  his  Ht 
tie  improvement?  Put  your  lands  np  at  aneiioa, 
and  what  is  the  resnli?  Why,  sir,  the  moment  yon 
issue  yonr  proclamation  of  a  sale,  the  sprcalaton 
pat  their  agents  at  work.  Tbey  obtain  tbe  nmaben 
of  every  valuable  tract  to  be  sold.  They  meet  to- 
gether at  tbe  sale.  They  form  a  company  and 
agree  lo  bid  off  all  the  good  land  otfered.  Thn 
accordingly  purchase  it  at  a  fraction  over  the  aun- 
mum  price,  as  they  have  no  eompetiiors.  Imme- 
diately after  the  pablic  sale  is  over,  tbey  have  an 
auction  amongst  themselves,  and  each  Mwpn- 
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chases  the  tracts  be  iritihes  to  boy,  and  pays  for  ii 
in  proportion  lo  its  ralne,  or  as  (litre  nay  be  bid- 
ders who  come  into  competition.    The  proceeds  of 
tM»  mU*  are  divided  anoogst  the  company,  and  thus 
the  speculators  realize  all  the  profits  of  your  aac- 
tion  sjrstem.    This  is  your  auction  system.    This 
is  the  system  which  has  been  so  much  and  so  coo- 
staotly  lauded  in  this  chamber,  as  one  which  could 
not   b<B  improTed,  and  ought  not  lo  be  changed. 
'Whilst  those  who  advocate  the  pre-emption  system, 
which  has  done  so  mncb  towards  the  opening  and 
settling  of  yoor   wild  lands,  are   biuerly  com- 
plained of  as  promoters   of  the   most   lawless 
coarse  of  conduct  on    the    part    of  men  who 
are  denounced  as  criminals  of  the  worst  description! 
Why,  sir,  these  criminals,  as  they  aie  called,  would 
conapare,  in  point  of  worth,  iaiegrily,  and  enter- 
prise, with  the  rery  best  of  those  who  denounce 
them.    They  are  not  known  to  Senators,  or  they 
woald  not  be  thus  spoken  of.    Arkansas  was  or- 
ganized as  a  Territory  when  nearly  all  her  citizens 
were  settlers  upon  the  public  lands.    Oo  to  your 
land  offices,  and  you  will  find  that  men  who  have 
been  members  of  Congress,  and  have  filled  the 
highest  stations  in  the  old  States,  have  settled  upon 
public  land,  and  have  proved  up  and  got  a  title  to 
their  lands  as  pre-emptioners.    For  generosity,  ca- 
pacity to  endure  hardship,  and  noble  daring,  no 
people  are  equal  to  the  pre-emptioners  who  settle 
npon  the  wild  lands  of  the  West  and  South.    They 
go  there  poor  and  penniless,   (having  expended 
every  thing  in  reaching  the  wilderness,)  with  their 
wives  and  children,  and  in  a  year  or  two,  yon  find 
them  occupying  a  snng  cabin,  with  a  cultivated 
field,  and  surrounded  by  every  thing  necessary  to 
support  life.    From  this  humble  beginning,  with 
indnstry  and  perseverance,  they  soon  become  inde- 
pendent, and  in  time  become  the  best  and  worthiest 
of  the  inhabitants  of  a  new  country.    It  was  to  se- 
.  care  a  home  to  such  settlers  as  he  had  described, 
that  the  committee  had  reported  the  original  bill. 
It  was  to  save  all  such  from  falling  into  the  power 
of  the  speculators  in  the  public  lands  that  be  telt  so 
aaxlons  for  the  passing  of  the  bill.    He  sincerely 
trnsted  that  if  neihing  would  be  done  to  give  free- 
dom, sovereignty,  and  independence  to   the  new 
Slates,  the  Senate  would,  as  a  simple  act  of  justice, 
protect  the  settler  against  the  power  of  the  specu- 
lator. 

He  did  not  see  how  any  Senator  could  vote 
against  the  pre-emption  bill.  They  had  all  roied 
for  it;  some  as  a  separate  measure,  others  when  in- 
corporated in  the  distribution  bill,  and  others  when 
it  was  included  in  the  bill  for  ceding  the  lands  to 
the  new  Stales.  A  great  deal  bad  been  said  against 
it  as  a  distinct  measure,  and  its  evils  had  been  de- 
picted in  the  strongest  language.  It  had  been  de- 
nouaeed  as  an  attempt  to  seize  upon  the  public 
lands;  and  the  enterprising  settlers  had  been  com- 
pared to  public  depredators.  He  had  listened  to 
iboe  assaults  npon  the  honest  and  indu'tiiotis  citi- 
zens of  the  new  States  with  pain  and  moriifioation, 
and  be  felt  assured  that  no  such  language  would 
have  been  used  towards  them,  if  they  were  known 
to  Senators  as  they  were  to  him.  He  felt  assured 
that  they  woald  not  be  regarded  as  the  less  worthy 
aad  respectable  by  their  neighbors  and  friends,  on 
account  of  sach  denunciations.  But  what  struck 
him  with  mncb  force,  was  the  circumstance  that 
those  who  had  thus  abused  the  settlers  on  the  pub- 
'  lie  lands,  had  voted  for  the  distribution  amendment 
which  offers  to  the  settlers  imiUe  the  qoantity  of  land 
t  wbkh  is  secured  to  them  by  the  pre-emption  bill. 
I  He  still  hoped  that  the  amendment  which  pro- 

t  fasts  to  cede  the  lands  to  the  new  States,  would 
t  And  favor  with  the  Senate.  If  not,  be  felt  sure 
,1  that  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
f  [Mr.  CaiTTKMDCH]  would  be  tejectedi  and  that  the 
i  Maple  pre-emption  bill  of  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
,:  soari  [Mr.  Burrov]  would  pass  the  Senate  by  a 
,1       decided  vote. 

t  SPEECH  OF  MR.  TAPPAN, 

,  OF  OHIO, 

'.  Jii  SsHtU,  Ftltnutry  23,  1841— The  bill  to  ineorpo- 

^  rate  the  hanks  oi  the  Disirict  of  Cohimbia  being 

^  nnder  consideration, 

^.  Mr.  TAPPAN  proposed  ihe  following  as  an 

* ,  ameadment: 

^  ■iilto»nt«U«««tth»WMw«lBt«l«iw»,s«dlns«nth»follewtiii 


That  from  and  after  the  pusage  of  this  aci,  if  any  penon 
or  peraoiu  sliall  enabliah  or  continue  any  tMniiin  the  Diatrici  of 
Columbia,  such  penon  or  pereena  ahalt  firit  depoaiie  in  Uie 
offlca  of  iha  reciiinler  of  deeda  foe  Ihecounty  lo  which  auch 
bank  majr  beaatabliaheilaachedulelnwriting,  coniauini;  ibe 
names  and  placea  of  lealdence  of  each  and  everr  stockholder 
In  auch  baali,  with  Ihe  nninber  and  ralua  of  tkaenaie*  by  Um 
or  her  held,  and  ahall  cauae  ibe  aame  lo  be  recorded  with  Ihe  re- 
cord of  deeda  In  the  office,  and  shall  alao  publish  said  acbedule 
in  two  of  the  newspapers  UTing  the  most  general  circulation 
in  the  Oiaaici  three  calender  mooiha;  andsTory  sale  or  irana- 
lisr  of  atock  in  auch  bank,  within  ten  days  afursuoh  uaos- 
Isr  shall  ha?e  httn  made,  shall  bt  placed  upon  record,  and  pub- 
lisbed  10  like  manner,  by  auch  person  or  peraone  so  eslablidiing 
or  aoniiauiog  such  Iwnk.  And  a  oapy  ofsuch  record  duly  csni- 
fled  shall  be  admitted  in  all  courts  as  competent  evidence  of  the 
fact  of  any  person  therein  mentioned  being  a  acockholder  In 
auchbaak.  And  Ifanypeisonorpersonaahalleatabliahor  con- 
UnueanybaaklnUwDisiriaor  Cotmnbia,  wltlwut  recording 
and  publisliing  the  names  and  placea  of  reaideoce  of  the  stock- 
holders in  such  Iwnk,  as  is  harein  provided,  Ihe  person  or  per- 
sons so  offending  shall  forfsiiand  pay  not  Isas  Ihan  Sre  honored 
dollars,  nor  more  than  one  thousand  doiiarai  for  each  and 
erery  day  such  person  or  persoDs  shall  continue  any  bank  aa 
aforeaaid,  to  be  recovered  by  indictment,  for  the  use  of  the 
county  in  wliich  auch  ofliuica  may  be  prosecuied. 

Sao.  2  And  bt  it  fwrthar  enaettd.  Thai  ll  shall  be  unlaw, 
ful  for  any  individual  banker  or  bauktng  company,  or  for  any 
other  person  or  company,  to  Issue  sny  bank  notes  of  a  less  de- 
nomination  than  iweaty  doUars^orbo^any  a<t,shi(lorderioe, 
to  issue  andpul  in  circulation  any  paper,  ceiiiScaie,  check, 
order,  or  note  whatsoever,  payable  to  heaierand  intended  to  cir- 
culate as  curreacy,  of  a  less  denomination  Ihan  twenty  dollars; 
and  any  person  or  persons  offending  herein  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
not  teas  than  five  hundred  dollars,  nor  more  than  one  tliousaad 
(lollars,  for  each  and  every  note,  order,  check,  or  certificate,  so 
iinaed  and  putin  circulation  as  aforesaid:  one-nalf  of  the  same  to 
be  for  Iha  use  of  the  penon  prosecuting  therafor,  and  the  residue 
for  the  use  ol  the  cotmty  where  the  banking-house  of  such  in- 
dividual banker  or  banking  company  shdl  be  located,  to  be 
ncovared  by  action  of  debt  in  any  conn  haTtng  Junadiciioa 
tlytnol 

Sic.  3-  And  be  U  furthtr  enmettd,  Thai  if  at  any  time 
In  usual  banking  hours,  the  paper  of  such  individual  or  com- 
pany ahall  be  preaentad  to  such  individual  oroompaoy,  or  any 
Dtflcer  by  him  or  them  employed  at  their  tianking  house  or 
office,  and  payment  demanded  of  the  same,  and  payment  there- 
of in  gold  or  sit'er  shall  be  refused,  or  unreaaonablr  delayed, 
tlie  holder  of  such  note  may  make  affidavit  of  ancn  demand 
and  refusal  or  delay,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 
proper  county;  whereupon  the  said  justice  siialt  issue  his  sum- 
monsagainsfrauch  individual,  or  any  officer  or  partner  in  such 
company,  to  b«  and  appear  before  him,  or  some  other  justice 
ofthe  peace,  al  a  time  lo  be  atated  in  said  summons,  wliich  time 
shall  be  within  tweniy-fonr  hours  from  and  after  the  same  shall 
have  been  isaued,  then  and  there  toehow  cauae  why  judgment 
should  noitMenleredagaioat  such  individual,  officer,  or  partner, 
for  the  amount  of  aaidf  note;  and  unless  the  garty  defended  in 
said  writ  shall  appear  and  plead  that  the  note  upon  which 
anitiabmughiisnot  thenoteof  such  Indrvldoal  or  company,  or 
tlial  legal  and  proper  demand  of  payment  has  nM  not  been 
made,  and  verify  euch  plea  by  the  oath  of  the  said  defen- 
dant or  his  agent  or  attorney,  it  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  justice 
10  eater  up  a  judgment  againat  such  defendant  for  the 
smottM  of  each  nola,  with  iweoiy  per  caoi.  damages  and 
casta  of  suit,  and  to  issue  his  execution,  aa  in  other  caaea 
therefor. 

Sbc.  i.  And  be  it  furthtr  tnatttd.  That,  such  Indiridaal 
or  company  thinking  himself  oriiself  aggrieved,  shall  liavan- 
lief  upon  an  appeal  only,  both  as  to  mailer  of  law  and  matter  of 
fact;  which  i^peal  shall  be  granted  on  Ihe  following  and  no 
other  tenn^  that  ia  to  say,  the  individual  or  company  demand- 
ing such  appeal  ahall  enter  into  bond  to  the  plamtln;  with  at 
least  one  sufficient  freeholder  wlihin  the  Diatrici,  aiid  in  the 
penalty  of  one  huodivd  dolhua,  conditioned  that  the  eppellaot 
ahall  appear  and  pniaeeuls  the  said  appeal  in  the  next 
circuit  court  to  bo  held  in  the  county  m  which  Ihe  said 
judgment  shall  have  been  rendered,  shall  stand  lo  and  abide 
he  judgment  of  the  said  court,  and  pay  euch  further  coets 
aa  shall  be  lazed,  with  twelve  per  cent,  damages  from  ihe  date 
oftheoriginaljudgment,if  thesamebaaffirmed;  and  thattbe 
said  appeal  in  all  other  respects  shall  he  earned  on  and  con- 
dttctaa  aa  provtdad  by  law  in  other  cases,  and  that  it  ahall 
not  be  lawful  for  Iha  defendant  in  Unsaid  aciina  to  supersede 
the  said  judgmaol  lo  auy  other  manner  than  by  the  said 
appeal. 

8w).  fi.  And  be  it  fwrthet  enaettd.  That  In  all  raaes  proee. 
cuted  under  this  act,  the  plainti/f  may  appeal,  if  the  judgment 
of  the  magiatrateehould  be  agalnet  hfm,  tn  the  manner  now  au- 
ihorised  by  law,  to  the  next  term  of  the  circuit  coun  for  Ihe 
C0UIM7  wlierelB  Ihe  said  judgment  ahall  have  been  given;  and 
ooeuebappeal,  the  said  circuit  coun,if  ihey  ehall  reverse  the 
judgment  of  the  magistrate,  shall  render  such  judgment  as  the 
said  magislraieongfit  have  given,  with  coela,i)oth  below  and 
of  ifasappeaL 

tSso.  6.  And  be  it  further  tnaeled,  That  if  any  person 
shall,  after  the  taking  elTect  of  ihie  aci,  paaa,  oroff°er  to  paae,  any 

aoh  note  of  a  leae  denomination  Ihan  twenty  dollan,  oiherwlee 
ban  in  payoieiu  to  a  banic  or  banking  company,  mch  person 
shall  foriaitand  pay  doable  ihe  amount  of  auch  note,  for  the  use 
of  the  person  suing  for  the  eame,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of 
debt  befon  any  magiatiala  having  juriadicdor.,  to  IIM  amount 
tharaof. 

Bxo.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall  eatablleh  a  bank  and  issue  their  notae  for  drcula. 
lion  aa  money,  wtthout  the  means  or  aliillirof  radaemhig  the 
a*meiocumMGoin|Wilblnieiil  lodeliraudhe,she,orlb«,  so 
oflboding,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor;  and,  oo 
convtciion  thereof,  upon  indictment  in  any  coun  of  competent 
juriadiciioa,  shall  Datmprlsoaedinibepenliamiaiynat  leaathan 
three,  nor  more  than  lea  years,  and  ahall  pay  iha  eoala  of  prose- 
cution. • 

Baaa  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  tweoty-nbith, 
tbiniath.  ihiny-firsi,andthin]r.aecoadaecti«Mof  Ihaaotenthled 
"An  act  to  incorporiile  the  siUMcriben  to  certain  baoka  in  the 
Disirict  of  Columbia,  and  to  prevent  the  drculaiion  of  the  notea 
of  mlneorporatad  aasoelallona  within  the  aaU  Oiauici,"  be,  and 
the  saoia  are  hereby,  rapaalad. 

Mr.  PaasioBirT:  The  question  now  before  the 
Senate  is  on*  of  great  importance  to  the  country. 


The  bill  reported  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Dis  net  of  Columbia  proposes  simply  to  re- 
vive and  continue  in  force  tb«  expired  charters 
•r  six  of  the  banks  of  this  Disirict,  withoat  any 
change  in  the  powers  and  privileges  granted  by 
those  charters.  Theamendment  1  haye  offered,  and 
upon  which  the  question  is  now  to  be  taken,  pior 
poses  to  place  the  banks  of  this  District  upon  Ibe 
same  foundation  of  equal  piivileges  and  equal 
competition  with  every  other  establishment,  ooi^ 
porate  or  not  corporate,  in  the  Disirici;  it  propo* 
ses,  in  fact,  to  introduce  the  principle  of  free  trade 
into  the  banking  business  of  the  country;  lo  with- 
hold from  the  business  of  trading  in  money  or 
credit  what  is  withheld  from  all  other  bosiness  ear> 
lied  on  in  the  commanity — its  monopoly  cha meter} 
aad,  while  the  businesss  itself  is  permitted  to  re- 
main under  the  protection  of  the  law  without  other 
restraint  than  the  public  safety  requires,  to  with- 
hold from  its  conductors  any  special  public  recog- 
nition of  their  exclusive  fitness  far  the  business, 
and  the  endorsement  of  the  legislative  power  that 
they,  and  they  alone,  are  worthy  of  all  uust  and 
confidence  in  conducting  iheir  manufaetorieik 

This  bill  is  brought  in  upon  a  petition  of  the 
bankers  of  this  Distiict  aad  iheir  friends  and  de- 
pendents; the  petition  is  signed  by  about  two  hun- 
dred name^  the  population  ol  this  D. strict  is  oom- 
pnttd  to  be  upwards  of  60,000,  probably  it  is 
80,000,  so  that  not  one  eightieth  part  of  the  adult 
male  population  ask  for  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
And  what,  Mr.  President,  are  the  powers  and  pri- 
vileges these  people  ask  to  have  revived  and  coiif 
tinuedl  They  ask,  first,  the  power  of  making  and 
pulling  afloat  the  whole  circulating  medium  of  ibe 
District,  wiih  the  privilege  of  levying  a  tax  on  Itte 
community  of  t)etween  six  and  seven  per  cent.. for 
its  use;  and,  as  the  power  to  issue  paper  in  the  laws 
sought  to  be  revived  is  unlimited,  so  the  power  (o 
levy  a  tax  for  its  use  is  to  be  nniimiied.  Second, 
they  ask  ibat  their  money  may,  by  our  legislatioa, 
be  enhanced  in  value  to  as  great  extent  as  they 
ihink  proper,  or  rather  that  iheir  slock  notes  (for 
they  are  not  bound  to  have  a  specie  capital)  may 
have  an  unlimited  value  given  to  ihem  over  the 
gold  and  silver  of  their  rellow-citizens.  Aiid,,last- 
ly,  they  ask  to  b:  formally,  and,  by  anticipation, 
exonerated  from  all  liability  to  pay  any  debts  they 
may  eoniractin  ibis  highly  favored  business. 

If,  s^r,  we  now  approached  this  snbjeist  for  lbs 
first  lime — if  these  manufacturers  of  paper  money 
now  were  for  the  first  time,  in  the  world's  history, 
asking  us  lo  bestow  upon  them  these  privileges,  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  others,  it  would  strike  us,  not 
merely  wiih  astonishment  at  the  audacity  of  their 
impudence,  but  with  a  strong  sense  of  the  Indicrous, 
that  Ihey  ^hould  calculate  so  largely  upon  our  nn- 
bonnded  simplicity.  Suppose  that  gold  and  silver 
had  formed  Uie  entire  circulation  of  the  ooontiy 
from  time  immemorial;  that  no  other  had  been  in- 
vented, and  some  scbemiDg  John  Law  were  lo  ad- 
dress a  memorial  lo  yon,  setliog  (onh,  in  the  style 
of  oar  bank  oraiors,  the  great  superiority  of  paper 
over  gold  and  silver  for  a  circulating  medium,  aad 
praying  for  the  exclusive  privilege  of  mannfaetur- 
ing  sndi  paper,  and  putting  it  in  the  hands  of  every 
body— ol  levying  a  tax  for  Ihe  use  of  it  equal  to 
six  percent  per  annum,  payable  every  sixty  da/s 
ia  advance— thai  this  paper  might  be  aUewed  to  r- 
preseni  credit,  not  money— and,  finally,  that  the  pe- 
titioner might  be  expressly  exonerated  by  law  from 
any  liability  for  the  payment  of  his  debts,  beyond 
the  money  he  should  place  in  his  own  chest  for  that 
purpose — with  what  good  humored  surprise,  sir, 
you  would  receive  sutib  an  application  1 

Nothing  proves  mora  conelnaifely  Ibat  indifi- 
duals  and  nations  are  governed  by  babit,  iban  osir 
use  of  the  paper  of  incorporated  eompanias.  We 
have  acquired  this  habit  by  slow  and  impereqitiMa 
degrees;  and  now  there  are  intelligent  and  disint^ 
rested  men  who  realty  believe,  net  merely  that  tbn 
manufactory  ought  to  be  protected,  but  that  it 
ought  to  be  protected  by  a  monopoly  aad  by  exemp- 
tion Hon  liability  npon  its  obligations.  I  am  not 
so  visionary  as  to  attempt  to  ebaage  the  habit  of 
using  paper  for  money;  bat,  balieviag  that  tMahap 
bit  m  becoming  injorious  to  the  ptiUic  iaienst  and 
subversive  of  morals,  I  am  for  taking  from  the  mo- 
ney power  its  tendency  to  evil,  while  all  lis  eapaeiqr 
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to  aid  the  mercantile  interests  of  the  coaniry  is  left 
In  undittarbed  vigor.  Nor  can  this  be  considered 
as  a  party  question:  botb  political  parties  ba*e 
joined  in  conferring  these  exclasive  privileges  upon 
the  bank;;  botb  have  snSered  by  it;  and  many  of 
both  parties  have  become  satisfied  that  the  evils  of 
OM  banking  system  are  very  great,  and  ought  to  be 
lemoned,  All  are  interested  in  whatever  improves 
or  deteriorates  the  currency.  The  part?  going  out 
of  power,  as  well  as  the  party  coming  into  piwer, 
ean  hare  no  interest  at  stake  which  should  induce 
them  to  grant  the  privileges  asked  for  by  (hece  peti- 
tioners. May  I  not  hope  and  expect,  then,  (bat 
this  snlqeet  will  be  calmly  discussed  and  fnlly  exa- 
mined, that  the  Senate  may  come  to  a  correct  judg- 
ment npon  the  amendment  proposed? 

It  is  neccTsaiy  to  understand  precisely  what 
those  who  petition  for  the  pa.<sage  of  this  law  ask 
for.  Do  ibey  a!ik  for  the  privilege  of  lending  their 
money  at  six  per  cent,  or  any  other  rate  of  inte- 
rest? Not  at  all;  for  they  have  already  fall  and 
entire  liberty  to  do  this.  Do  they  ask  to  be  per- 
mitted to  sell  their  individoal  notes,  payable  to 
bearer  on  demand,  or  to  lend  them  upon  inttreti? 
Not  they.  No  law  prohibits  such  traffic.  In  this 
District  individoals  may  dispose  of  their  note!!  as 
they  pleafe,  and  the  people  of  the  ten  miles  square 
may  use  such  notes,  written  or  engraved,  for  money. 
There  is  no  law  to  disturb  them.  These  are  rights 
and  privileges  the  whele  people  enjoy;  but  this  is 
not  enough  for  these  petitioners.  If  left  the  advan- 
tages comaion  to  all  the  citizens,  Ihey  mast  be  left 
to  all  the  common  responsibilities.  Tbey  would 
lose  their  highly  prized  monopoly.  They  want 
some  advantages  over  their  I'ellow  men.  The  pow- 
er of  levying  a  tax  for  their  own  Uee  is  what  they 
want.  This  cannot  be  done  without  a  charter,  and 
dierefore  they  aik  for  a  charter.  They  pray  Con- 
gress to  say  to  the  world,  that  the  business  of  mak- 
ing paper  money  is  a  very  merilorions  business, 
worthy  of  all  patronage  and  eBeooragemenl;  and 
diat  this  small  portion  of  the  good  people  of  this 
District  are  alone  worthy  of  public  trust  and  confi- 
dence in  carrying  on  that  business;  so  that  when 
they  get  this  sanction  for  their  business  and  cha- 
racter, having  got  a  law  punishing  with  fine  and 
imprisonment  all  others  who,  in  this  free  and  en- 
lighlMied  conntry,  may  attempt  to  carry  on  the 
bame  bnsiaess,  they  may  drive  out  from  circulation 
the  gold  and  silver,  and  stipply  its  place  with  their 
notes;  notes  for  which  they  draw  interest.  And  as  the 
charters  sought  to  be  revived  do  not  limit  the  quan- 
tity of  paper  to  be  pat  in  circulation,  these  peti- 
tioners propose  that  their  taxing  power  shall  be  as 
extensive  as  the  public  crednlity  and  their  indus- 
try in  circulating  their  paper  can  make  it. 

To  what  extent  this  taxing  power  is  used  by  the 
banks,  in  this  District,  I  have  not  the  means  of  de- 
teiminit.g.  We  have  ^report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  giving  nt  some  information  what 
it  is  in  the  whole  United  States.  I  doubt  much 
whether  the  debasement  of  the  coin,  resorted  to 
by  some  despotic  princes  in  former  times,  to  fleece 
their  subjects,  was  ever  as  onerous  a  tax  as  is  paid 
with  great  cheerfulness  by  the  American  people, 
for  the  mere  pleasure  of  using  pictures  for  money, 
instead  of  the  eonstitntional  currency.  From  the  data 
given  by  the  Secretary,  the  amount  must  exceed 
thirty  millions  of  dollars  per  annum;  an  enormoas 
sum,  making  the  currency  of  the  country  cost  more 

-  than  the  Government  of  the  country,  including  the 

'  maintenance  of  our  fleet  and  army. 

In  asking  for  a  revival  of  these  defunct  charters, 
Hwae  petitioners  pray  yon  to  raise  the  value  of  their 
property  to  an  indefinite  extent.  Those  charters 
anihoriie  the  issue  of  paper,  without  any  limitation 
of  the  amount.  In  general,  bank  charters  require 
a  oertaitt  amount  of  gold  and  silver  coin  to  be  paid 
into  the  bank,  and  allow  the  issue  of  paper  to  not 
exeee4ing  three  times  the  amount  of  specie  so  paid 
in.  Not  so  with  these  banks;  they  are  under  no 
obligation  to  keep  any  specie  on  hand,  excepting 
a«  they  are  reqnircd  to  pay  gold  and  silver  for  their 
notes  at  all  times.  Nor  is  there  any  thing  but  the 
demand  for  the  article  in  this  market  wliit^,  in  any 
way,  limits  the  amount  of  paper  they  may  pot  in 
ebealation.  It  results  from  this  stale  of  things^ 
ttiat  while  the  mechanic,  with  his  one  hundred 
doUan  in  gold   and  sUver,  cai   purchase  bnt 


one  hundred  bushels  of  wheat,  the  banker  who 
has  subscribed  his  one  hundred  dollars  tn  the  stock 
of  a  bank,  may  make  one  thousand  paper  dollars, 
and  bay  with  it  one  thousand  bushels  of  wheat. 
His  situation  is  even  better  than  this;  for  he  need 
not  keep  his  specie  in  bank — he  may  pnt  in  bis  own 
note,  take  out  the  specie,  and  sell  it  for  a  premium. 
The  difference  between  the  raechanir,  or  other  la- 
borer, and  the  banker,  than,  is  this:  the  former  has 
to  earn  every  dollar  he  expends,  the  latter  has  to 
manufacture  it;  the  former  has  no  credit  but  what 
his  habits  of  industry  and  moral  character  give 
hin;  the  latter  has  a  credit  created  by  law.  If  a 
farmer  were  to  ask  Congress  to  pass  a  law  where- 
by his  bujhel  of  wheat  bbould  be  held  and  account- 
ed in  all  sales  as  three  bushels,  entitling  bim  to  re- 
ceive for  it  the  market  price  of  three  bushels,  it  would 
not  be  more  absurd,  in  reality,  than  it  is  for  these 
bankers  to  ask  to  have  their  money  appreciated  in 
value.  But  the  farmer's  petition  might  be  granted 
with  safety;  for  men  would  not  buy  such  wheat. 
K  is  only  in  the  trade  o(  bank  paper  that  men  fail 
to  estimate  the  article  at  its  real  value.  There  is 
no  danger  that  they  will  mistake  a  pint  for  a  quart 
measure,  or  lake  twelve  inches  fur  a  yard  of  cloth. 

Another  advantage  sought  by  these  peiititioners 
is,  to  be  exempted  from  liability  npon  their  con- 
tracts. A  bank  is  liable,  as  a  corporation,  nomi- 
nally to  the  extent  of  its  stock.  The  individual 
memberi  of  an  incorporated  bank  are  liable  only  to 
the  extent  of  their  subscriptions:  so  that,  if,  far 
every  hundred  dollars  of  stock  subscribed,  they 
contract  debts  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  the  bank  fails,  the  stockholders  lose  only 
the  hundred  dollars,  the  public  lose  the  rest.  The 
property  purchased  by  the  bankers  with  their  notes 
cannot  be  taken  by  the  holders  of  those  notes,  and 
applied  to  their  payment;  unless  the  assets  of  the 
bank  will  redeem  its  paper,  the  holders  must  lose 
it.  Every  member  of  society,  excepting  only  the 
banker,  is  held  responsible  for  the  payment  of  his 
debts;  the  law  exacts  from  him  every  cent  of  his 
ptoperty,  and  even  holds  his  future  earnings  liable 
10  their  liquidation;  bnt  the  banker  is  invited,  by  a 
charter  of  incorporation,  to  engage  in  hazardous  spe- 
culations, to  become  a  desperate  gambler  in  stocks 
and  merchandise  and  lands,  and  is  told  by  that  char- 
ter that,  if  he  fails  to  redeem  his  paper,  the  stocks  and 
merchandije  and  lands  he  has  purchased,  shall  not 
be  taken  from  him  and  given  to  his  creditors.  Can 
any  thing  in  legislation  be  more  iniquitous,  holding 
out  a  premium  upon  villany,  and  rewarding  dis- 
honesty? It  is  this  exempiion  from  liabi  ily  for 
their  debts  which  induces  bankers  to  use  such  exer- 
tions to  obtain  charters.  If  they  conduct  their  bn- 
sinefs  pradsntly,  they  would  not  issue  more  paper 
than  they  bad  means  to  redeem.  Character  and 
credit,  and  a  reasonable  circulation  for  their  paper, 
might  be  obtained  without  a  charter,  and  if  bank- 
ers were  honest,  and  intended  to  remain  so,  and 
conteiit  themselves  with  the  sure  and  reasonable 
profits  of  a  fair  business,  tbey  would  not  ask  for 
charters;  they  would  no  more  think  of  asking  for 
such  exemption  from  liability  than  would  the  far- 
mer, the  merchant,  or  the  mechanic. 

May  we  not  ask  what  authority  has  Congress  to 
gram  such  extensive  and  valuable  privileges  to 
these  petitioners?  It  has  none — none  whatever. 
Examine  the  Constitution  of  the  Doited  Stales,  and 
you  find  there  the  power  to  coin  money  and  regu- 
late its  value;  but  yun  find  no  power,  express  or 
implied,  to  charter  banks,  or  to  authorize  the 
making  of  paper  money.  It  was  evidently  intended 
that  Congress  should  have  the  entire  power  over  the 
currency  of  the  country;  and  they  must  have  this 
power,  or  they  cannot  regnlate  the  value  of  the  cir- 
culating medium.  The  power  to  coin  the  money 
of  the  country  is  vested  excla<ively  in  Congresji. 
No  part  of  it  is  reserved  to  the  Siates;  and  da  yon 
suppose,  sir— does  any  Senator  suppose — that  Con- 
gress may  delt^te  the  power  to  coin  money,  and 
regulate  its  value,  to  the  Slates?  may  delegxie  it  to 
fifiy  or  an  hundred  men  in  this  District?  No  one 
wonld  pretend  this;  a^d  yet,  by  granting  these  bank 
charters,  you  grant  the  power  to  tegnUMe  the  value, 
not  of  the  gold  and  silver  coia  of  the  country 
merely,  bat  of  all  property.  I  will  not  attempt  to 
prove  what  is  known  to  every  body.  Ton  cannot 
keep  gold  and  silver  and  paper  in  ciienlation  toge- 


ther— the  paper  always  drives  oat  the  gold  and  A 
ver,  and  takes  itt>  place.  The  gold  and  silver  k 
hoarded,  or  sold  as  merchandise,  and  paper  beeiwa 
the  exclusive,  actual  circulating  mediam  of  the 
conntry.  Year  power  to  regnlate  the  value  of  the 
only  legal  and  constitutional  currency  of  the  co«k 
try,  has  become  impotent  by  your  own  unwise  le- 
gislation, and  the  usnrpations  of  the  States;  for  the 
States,  although  furbid  to  issue  bills  of  crefit,  is 
defiance  of  the  maxim  that  power  not  possessed 
cannot  be  delegated,  have  authorized  by  their  laws 
innamerable  companies  to  make  and  vead  bills  ef 
credit — by  the  most  manifest  usurpation,  have  given 
the  entire  power  over  the  cnrreney  of  the  coaaiiy 
to  others,  when  they  did  not  possess  any  pertioB  «f 
such  power  themselves. 

But  the  friends  of  this  bill  do  not  pretend  to  sas- 
tain  the  power  to  charter  these  banks  upon  aay 
clause  in  the  Constitulioa,  but  the  one  whidi  givsi 
Congress  the  power  of  exclusive  legislation  »fcr 
this  District.  This  power  is  general;  bat  it  wonH 
be  a  gross  error  to  suppose  that  because  the  power 
is  general,  it  is,  therefore,  unlimited.  It  ia  Kiaiied 
by  the  freedem  of  our  principles  of  govenuneBt,and 
by  the  immntable  laws  of  justice.  The  people  of 
this  District  are  citizens  of  a  free  and  Demoeratie 
Commonwealth,  entitled  to  the  most  perfect  cqnaB- 
ty  of  rights  and  privileges.  We  have  no  power  to 
destroy  this  equality;  we  have  no  power  to  give  U 
one-sixteenth  part  of  the  people  the  power  of  rail- 
ing a  revenue  for  their  own  emolument  from  the  re- 
maining fifieensixteenlhs;  we  have  neither  power 
to  change  this  District  into  a  monaiehy,  by  placing 
a  master  over  it,  or  an  aristocracy  with  a  riband 
at  its  button  hole,  or  a  pen  behind  its  ear  to  tax  it. 
Suppose  that,  instead  of  a  petition  for  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  making  the  money  of  the  District,  we 
were  asked  to  grant  these  men  the  exclntive  right 
of  supplying  all  the  fnel  wanted  here,  and  were 
also  asked  to  punish  with  fine  and  impriaoomeat 
any  person  not  of  the  privileged  company  who 
should  sell  coal  or  wood — should  we  hear  the  Sena- 
tor from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Mebrick,]  who  is  so  elo- 
quent in  favor  of  these  banks,  tell  us  that  the  peo- 
ple were  asking  "for  their  c!ear  and  ondonbied 
righis,"  and  that  to  refuse  this  monopoly  of  fiKl 
"would  be  ruinous  to  the  trade  and  business  of  this 
district?"  I  think  not;  and  yet  the  snpply  of  fael 
is  as  necessary  as  the  supply  of  paper  money;  it 
requires  quite  as  much  capital  to  purchase  it  aad 
bring  it  here  for  dislribntion,  as  it  does  to  bay  the 
paper,  the  ink,  and  engraving  for  bank  notes.  It 
would  not  be  as  severe  an  infliction,  I  think,  to  be 
compelled  to  use  gold  and  silver  for  oar  money  as 
it  would  to  do  without  fuel;  and  yet  there  is  not  a 
Senator  here  who  would  sastain  soeh  a  petiticm — 
not  one,  sir,  but  what  wonld  feel  such  a  petition  to 
be  a  mrckety.  Bnt  we  have  the  same  pow«  to 
grant  the  exclusive  privilege  in  the  one  ease  as  ia 
the  other;  atad  the  same  pretence  of  the  paUie  good 
may  be  urged  as  strongly  and  as  truly  in  bodi.  It 
may  go  further:  if  a  chartered  company  is  neeeasa- 
ry  to  make  the  paper  money  of  the  District — ^if  ca- 
pital cannot  be  found  in  individual  hands  snfieieat 
for  that  business,  then  all  business  which  reqairss 
capital  to  carry  it  on,  rqaally  requires  a  charter  for 
that  purpose,  and  equally  requires  (o  have  its  ex- 
clusive privileges  guarded  by  'fine  and  imprison- 
ment. It  is  an  utter  perversion  of  justice  in  a  State 
pretending  to  be  governed  by  eqaal  laws,  to  give  to 
A  and  B  advantages  which  ate  denied  to  C  and  D. 
This  injustice  is  not  seen  in  the  bankiikg  basineas 
of  the  country,  for  habit  has  blinded  as  to  its  eaor- 
mous  evils.  But  let  the  proposition  be  nude  to 
give  the  exclusive  right  of  supplying  as  with  aay 
other  article,  and  all  men,  except  those  who  were 
to  be  the  privileged  few,  wonld  nniie  in  eoadeow- 
ing  it.  It  would  be  seen  at  once  that  Congress  had 
no  power  to  make  such  grants — bo  pietores  of  rain 
and  d«3olatton->no  array  of  widow  and  orphaa 
stockholders  wottld  have  power  over  oar  sympa- 
thies, or  would  for  an  instant  warp  the  pabiie 
judgement  upon  such  a  proposition. 

Congress  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxas, 
duties,  and  exebes,  but  they  are  not  anthorixed  to 
delegste  this  power  of  taxation.  All  the  poiposrs 
for  which  money  may  be  raised  by  taxation,  aia 
enumerated;  the  enriching  of  corporations  is  not 
one  of  them.    Taxes  can  only  be  raised  bf  Con- 
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gress  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  people  of  the 
Ornited  Slates,  as  taxes  can  only  be  raised  by  a 
Stale  Qoremtnent  for  ihe  beaefit  of  the  whole 
(Maple  of  the  State.  The  power  of  fixing  (he  amennt 
to  be  raised  cannot  be  granted  to  companies.  In  the 
one  case  or  the  other,  it  is  exclosirely  a  legislative 
|x>wer,  to  be  exercised  by  the  immediate  repre- 
^ntatives  of  the  people,  and  by  no  others,  for  the 
pabliegood.  Have  Senators  ever  looked  into  tb« 
vorkiDg  of  Ibis  banking  system?  Hare  they  ever 
ixamtned  the  operation  of  the  laws  granting  these 
;)rivileges7  If  yoa  have,  yon  know  that  immense 
revenues  are  raised  annaally  from  the  people  of 
^ese  United  Stales,  not  to  be  placed  in  the  pablic 
jreasury,  bat  in  the  pockets  of  the  tax-gatherers; 
lOt  to  be  appropriated  to  pablic  use — not  to  be  laid 
>at  in  building  fleets  and  maintaining  armies,  in 
irecting  public  works  or  making  roads  and  canals 
—not  even  to  b«  distributed  among  the  poor  and 
lestitute;  no,  sir,  bat  to  make  the  rich  richer — to 
wnvert  the  labor  of  the  poor  to  the  emolument  of 
be  wealthy. 

Bat  would  you  deny  the  people  of  this  District 
)rivilege8  whidi  are  enjoyed  by  their  neighbors^  it 
s  asked.  To  this  I  answer,  if  it  is  wrong  in  every 
Mint  of  view,  (as  I  trust  I  have  demonstrated,)  to 
grant  these  exclasive  privileges,  I  would  not  hesi- 
ate  to  deny  them  to  these  petitioners.  No  length 
>f  time,  or  uniformity  of  practice,  ean  sanction 
irror,  or  make  that  which  is  unjust  and  iniqaitoas, 
nst  and  right;  or  give  to  asorped  power  Ihe  va- 
idity  of  constitutional  delegation. 

At  what  lime  are  we  asked  to  do  this?  In  what 
wndition  of  the  banking  iBsiilutions,  and  of  the 
>Mking  business  of  the  country,  and  of  this  Dis- 
net,  are  we  asked  to  revive  and  continue  this  bu- 
liness  under  Ihe  sanction  of  law?  Why,  air,  it  is 
kt  a  time  when  the  banks  are  going  down — whan 
he  pablic  will  no  longer  tolerate  their  contempt  of 
noral  obligations,  their  multiplied  frands  and  ex- 
ortion — when  the  banks  tbroDghout  the  whole 
wnntiy  are  rotting  down,  we  are  asked  to  raise 
ind  sustain  them.  We  cannot  do  this  lawfully, 
ind  happily  we  cannot  do  it  physically,  for  ihey 
iannot  be  sostained;  public  opinion  has  set  its 
rrevocable  seal  on  them.  If  we  revive  these 
sharters,  and  these  banks  attempt  to  go  on  with  bu- 
iness  on  a  sound  specie  basis,  fairly  and  honestly, 
hey  will  follow  their  predecessors  in  the  District  lo 
itter  bankruptcy  and  distolution.  The  reason  is 
ibvioas  to  any  one  who  will  look  at  the  subject;  ihe 
>asiness  is  overdone;  a  fair  and  honest  banking 
>asiness  is  ne  longer  profitable,  is  scanxly  sny 
onger  possible.  When  a  bank  issues  its  promise 
o  pay  money  on  demand,  it  neither  has  or  intends 
o  nave  the  money  to  redeem  these  promises.  It 
«lies  on  the  public  sanction  and  endorsement  of 
18  business  to  give  its  paper  credit.  It  is  a  system 
)f  imposition  npon  the  public  credality.  If  an  in- 
lividual  or  company  give  written  promises  to  pay 
noney  which  they  have  not  got  to  pay,  and  know 
bey  cannot  and  will  not  have  if  called  upon, 
here  would  be  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
oguery  of  such  men.  When  banking  corporations 
>at  their  paper  in  circulation  in  quantities  beyond 
heir  power  to  redeem,  is  there  an  honest  man  here 
vho  will  say  it  is  not  equally  dishonest,  equally  a 
raudulent  and  swindling  transaction?  And  yet  it  is 
rue  the  banks  cannot  in  any  other  way  do  apro- 
tiable  business.  The  community  are  getting  tired 
>f  beaiing  all  these  impositions;  th*  expense  is  too 
;reat,  also;  it  greatly  overbalances  any  benefits  de- 
lved from  the  system,  and  it  is  coming  to  an  end. 
see  sontie  Senators  smile  incredaloasly;  they  pro- 
lably  have  not  made  themselves  acquainted  with 
bis  biuiness;  if  they  had  done  so,  I  am  confident 
beir  ineiedulity  would  soon  leave  them.  How  is 
t  with  the  business  of  banking  in  this  District?  I 
inve  said  that  now  is  a  time  when  the  banks  are 
'otting  down;  the  times  are  inauspieioos  for  the  re- 
rival  of  these  banks;  the  great  favorite  of  our  po- 
itieai  opponents,  with  its  capital  of  thirty-five  mil- 
ions,  has  stopped  for  the  last  time;  its  stockholders 
lave  no  reason  to  expect  ever  to  divide  a  cent  of 
ts  capita),  and  its  bill  holders  are  in  baste  to  get 
id  of  them  at  great  discounts;  from  the  St.  Croix  to 
he  Sabine,  they  are  all  failing.  The  ttoppue  of 
t  bank  is  now  an  article  of  daily  news,  wbi^  ez- 
lites  no  aarprise. 


There  have  been  fifteen  banks  chartered  by  Con- 
gress in  this  District;  six  only  of  that  fifteen  ask  a 
renewal  of  their  charters;  nine,  which  were  at  one 
time  in  apparent  good  circumstances,  have  failed; 
the  public  have  been  cheated,  defrauded,  swindled 
out  of  about  two  millions  of  dollars  by  them.  Hare 
we  any  assurance  that  these  survivors  in  so  sweep- 
ing a  catastrophe,  are  any  better  than  their  defunct 
brethren?  are  they  more  honest?  have  they  eon- 
dacied  their  business  upon  safer  principles?  They 
have  had  better  fortune,  indeed,  bat  that  they 
have  deserved  it  by  better  principles  or  better 
conduct,  no  one  pretends.  How  many  times 
have  they  stopped  payment — become  insolvent? 
Should  we  not  hesitate  to  grant  the  prayer  of  these 
petitioners  with  such  a  state  of  facts  before  us? 
without  an  expose  of  the  condition  of  these  banks? 
Without  a  thorough  examination  of  them,  and, 
being  satisfied,  from  sach  examination,  of  their  sol- 
vency, can  we  be  justified  in  renewing  these  char- 
ters? even  if  ive  have  the  power  to  do  so.  I  think  not, 
and  this  opinion  is  greatly  strengthened  by  the  ad- 
mission of  the  advocate  of  this  bill,  that,  these 
banks  are  in  such  a  stale  now,  that,  nnles*  they  are 
allowed  to  receive  and  pay  oat  the  paper  of 
insolvent  (otherwise  called  suspended)  banks  and 
railroad  companies,  they  cannot  go  on  with  busi- 
ness; they  will  not  thank  us  for  reviving  their  char- 
ters. 

Havisg  shown  what  are  the  privileges  which  the 
bankers  of  this  District  ask  to  have  revived  and 
again  bestowed  npon  them,  I  proceed  to  explain  to 
the  Senate  the  plan  I  have  proposed  as  a  substiinte 
for  all  their  bank  charters',  llie  general  scope  and 
object  of  this  proposed  substitaie  is  lo  place  the 
banks  of  this  District  on  the  same  ground  where 
ihey  stood  before  any  charters  were  granted  to 
them.  To  leave  them  as  free  lo  pnrsue  their  trade 
and  business  as  the  law  now  does  and  always  has  left 
all  other  operatives  in  the  District.  To  lake  from 
them,  however,  the  endorsement  heretofore  given 
by  Ihe  Government  to  their  paper  and  business,  and 
leave  th^m  to  seek  for  credit  and  its  consequences 
by  Iheir  oWn  exertions,  unaided  by  the  grant  of  ex- 
clusive privileges — privileges  which  ihey  have  so 
long  enjoyed  to  their  owa  emolument  and  at  the 
enormous  expenie  of  the  pablic.  It  is,  rn  short,  to 
place  the  people  of  this  District  on  an  equality  in  all 
Iheir  business  and  pursuits;  lo  afford  eqaal  protec- 
tion and  encourage  meat  lo  all,  by  wilhholdine  all 
exclasive  favors  from  any,  and  to  carry  out  here, 
in  full  practice,  those  great  principles  of  equality 
and  liberty,  which,  a^  yet,  iu  profession,  lay  at  the 
fonndalion  of  our  Qovernment. 

I  do  not  propose  i  o  destroy  the  banks.  The  peo- 
ple of  this  country  have  become  so  habituated  lo 
th<  use  of  paper  money,  that  a  sudden  change 
would  not  be  approved  of,  even  if  such  sudden 
change  should  not  deeply  affect  their  interests.  I 
speak  for  myself  only,  thongh  I  believe  I  would  be 
sustained  in  saying  thai  tbo$e  political  friends  with 
whom  I  usually  vote  agree  with  me  in  declaring, 
that  I  do  not  wish  to  injure  the  trade  or  business 
of  banking,  or  to  impose  any  restraints  upon  ii 
but  those  which  the  public  safety  dearly  re- 
quires. 

I  am  not,  therefore,  very  tenacious  of  the  details 
of  my  plan.  What  I  propose  is,  according  to  my 
jadgment,  the  best  mode  of  regulating  and  restraining 
the  business  of  banking.  I  invite  a  thorough  exa- 
mination of  it,  and  invoke  the  assi-tance  of  all 
who  think, with  me,  that  the  present  system  is  a  bad 
one,  to  assist  me  in  perfectiag,  by  suitable  amend- 
ments, what  is  propcned  as  a  substitaie,  keeping  in 
view  the  great  object  of  entirely  severing  the  con- 
nexion which  has  hitherto  existed  between  the 
banks  and  the  Oovemment,  and  of  withholding  the 
express  sanction  and  endorsement  of  the  latter  of 
the  business  and  obligations  of  the  former,  the  de- 
gree and  extent  of  legislative  interference  with  the 
business  of  banking  which  may  be  necessary  or 
useful,  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Senate  to 
determine. 

The  first  section  of  my  proposed  substitute  pro- 
vides for  publishing  and  recording  the  names  of  the 
stockholders  in  the  banks  which  may  continue  or 
commence  the  businessjof  banking,  alter  the  taking 
effect  of  the  law,  and  it  subjects  all  who  shall  carry 
on  that  businets,  wilboQt  so  making  known  Ibeir 


names  and  places  of  residence,to  a  penally.  I  propose 
ibis,  in  the  first  place,  to  enablq  the  public  to  judge 
what  credit  is  dae  lo  each  individual  banker,  what 
secarity  they  have  in  the  character  or  property  of 
the  manufsctnrers  of  a  paper  cnrreney  lor  its  re- 
demption, and  also  to  do  away  all  cayil  ahd  dispute 
as  to  who  are  liable  to  be  sued  on  iheir  obligations 
where  suits  are  necessary.  And,  in  the  second 
place,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  intend  to  fol- 
low this  business  hereafter,  and  who  engage  in  it 
with  honest  intentions.  By  publishing  their  name 
and  residence,  ihey  invite  an  examination  of  their 
claims,  on  the  score  cf  probity  and  pro- 
perty, to  be  credited  by  the  pablic.  Tbe  pnblfe 
may  then  judge  how  far  it  is  safe  to  trust  them,  and 
they  will  not  confound  a  Stephen  Girard  or  an 
Astor  with  that  multitude  of  pennileis  villains  who 
are  now  under  the  concealment  of  bank  charters, 
swindling  the  people  from  one  end  of  the  conntijr 
to  another.  Then  the  honest  man  will  be  trusted 
for  his  integrity,  and  the  rich  man  for  his  wealth; 
for  it  will  be  known  who  are  to  be  trusted.  Now,  the 
slock  book  of  a  bank  is  inaccessible  to  the  public, 
and  indeed  it  is  of  very  little  importance  whether 
the  pablic  know  the  names  of  the  stockholders  or 
net,  fur  they  are  not  responsible  for  the  failure  of 
their  bank.  Their  stock  only  is  liable  when  their 
vaults  are  empty,  and  no  man  ever  yet  knew  one 
cent  of  stock  drawn  npon  for  the  payment  of  bank 
debts.  No,  sir;  when  a  bank  breaks  the  officers  of 
the  bank  take  possession  of  all  the  money,  if  there 
happens  to  be  any;  the  trustees  divide  out  the  obli- 
gations,  held  by  the  banks,  to  their  bill-holders,  and 
the  deficiency  and  lois  is  borne  by  the  good  na- 
tuied  and  long  suffering  pnblic. 

The  second  section  prohibits  the  banks  from 
issuing  notss  under  twenty  dollars.  The  banks  are 
univenally  in  favor  of  issuing  small  notes,  because 
they  can  thereby  more  completely  control  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country,  and  because  they  make  a 
a  much  larger  profit  on  them  than  on  larger  ones, 
while  the  people  generally  are  desirous  of  increas- 
ing the  metallic  circulation,  and  lessening  that  of 
paper.  The  restriction  upon  bank  issues  has  not 
generally  gone  higher  than  to  notes  under  five  dol- 
lars. I  am  aware  that  there  is  great  differenee  of 
opinion  on  this  subject;  bat,  to  give  stability  t*  our 
currency,  to  prevent  sudden  and  great  expansions 
and  contractions  of  it,  which  experience  has  shown 
lo  be  ruinous  to  the  trade  and  business  of  the  conn- 
try,  no  plan  short  of  prohibiting  paper  altogether 
would  be  to  effectual  as  to  drive  out  of  circulation 
all  notes  which,  not  being  necessary  for  the  eon* 
dueling  the  larger  mercantile  business,  are  thrown 
into  Ihe  common  circulation,  and  form  the  only 
mediam  for  the  retail  trade,  the  marketing  and 
payment  of  the  wages  of  labor.  Remove  this 
paper  from  the  cicnlation,  and  ils  place  would  be 
immediately  supplied  by  the  gold  and  silver  which 
is  now  locked  up  in  the  bante,  and  of  which  there 
is  an  abundance  in  the  country.  The  people  would 
be  safer  with  a  metallic  currency  lo  that  extent,  for 
it  is  the  smaller  notes  which  are  most  abundantly 
connterfeiied  and  circulated  among  those  least  able 
to  detect  their  character.  I  know  the  banks  wonld 
lose  a  great  profit  which  they  now  make  upon 
their  small  notes,  (a  profit  generally  and  trnly  esti- 
mated by  bankers  as  not  less  than  ten  per  cent;) 
but  if  sncb  a  restriction  were  to  curtail  their  busi- 
ness, and  confine  it  to  what  banking  business  wn  ori- 
ginally intended  for;  that  is,  to  aiding  the  exduuges 
and  commerce  of  the  country,  it  would  render  that 
business  much  more  secure  by  preventing  tuns 
upon  the  banks;  but  whether  the  people  of  this  Dis- 
trict are  prepared  to  Lave  this  restriction  carried  as 
high  as  twenty  dollars,  may,  by  some,  be  doubled. 
My  own  opinion  is,  that  it  might  go  higher,  and 
that  here  notes  under  fifty  dollars  might  be 
at  once  prohibiied,  because  there  is  a  safficient 
abundance  of  gold  and  silver  coin  paid  out  yearly 
in  this  District  to  the  people,  to  form  a  dtculating 
medium  for  ten  times  the  number  of  those  who 
live,  and  twenty  times  the  business  transacted, 
here.  There  is  not,  iu  troth,  any  want  of  banks 
of  circulation  in  this  District,  (suppoaing  they  are 
wanted  any  where.)  If  I  was  legislating  for  any  ■ 
other  part  of  the  United  States,  I  would  not  pro- 
bably carry  ihe  restriction  so  high  in  the  first  in- 
stance, for  I  think  it  unwise  to  make  neat  and 
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sadden  changes  in  (he  ba>iness  eooceras  of  ihe 
eoantry,  preferriiig  always  the  ligbi  of  eipeiienc« 
to  the  mo6t  plaosible  theory;  bat  here  I  am  confi- 
dent a  large  majority  of  ihe  people  wish  for  sach 
a  restriction  npoa  their  bankk,  and  prefer  a  hard 
money  cnrreney  for  their  common  and  ordinary 
bminess,  so  that  Ihe  same  gradaal  change  from 
five  to  twenty  dollar  notes,  which  would  be  ne- 
cessary elsewhere,  woald  be  altogether  annecessary 
here. 

The  third  section  of  my  proposed  sabstitae  pro 
Tides  a  speedy  remedy  against  banks  which  may 
suspend  or  lefose  payment  ef  their  notes.  Where- 
ever  a  bank  is  permitted,  some  such  provison  of 
law  is  necessary;  but  it  is  more  especially  neces- 
sary .in  this  Disltict.  In  all  other  places  where 
banks  exist,  ttie  bolder  of  a  bank  note  has  the 
same  Ugal  process  to  compel  its  payment,  as  he 
has  on  any  other  obligation.  Not  so  here.  So  mach 
aoder  the  inflaence  of  the  banks  are  the  judges  of 
this  District,  or  so  ignorant  of  their  duty,  that,  in- 
stead of  leaving  the  law  to  take  its  coarse  against 
bankers,  they  enjoin  all  such  proceedings.  Yes, 
sir,  if  a  poor  laborer  goes  to  a  bank  here,  and  de- 
mands payment  on  one  of  its  note*,  and,  on  being 
refused,  brings  a  suit  before  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
the  bank  applies  to  one  of  the  District  Jadges,  and 
an  injunction  issues,  and  the  whole  cost  is  thrown 
upon  the  poor  fellow  who  has  dared  to  sue  a 
bank.  Such  proceedings  are  of  record  in  this  DLs- 
Utct,  and  I  have  expected  to  see  articles  of  im- 
peachment sent  here  from  the  other  part  of  this 
Capital  agaust  the  men  who  have  dared  such  gross 
violations  of  the  right  of  citizens. 

The  fottrth  section  suihocizes  appeals  by  bankers, 
when  sued,  where  it  shall  appear  that  they  have  a 
good  defence;  and  the  fifth  section  gives  the  plainiiff 
an  appeal,  where  the  judgment  of  the  jasiice  may 
be  against  him. 

The  sixth  section  prohibits  the  passing  or  receiv- 
ing any  bank  note  under  twenty  dollarn,  and  a 
gives  a  penalty  for  breach  of  the  prohibition,  which 
is  wholly  to  the  use  of  the  person  suing  for  iu  It 
i%  not  sufficient  in  order  to  drive  small  notes  out  of 
circulation  that  the  baoln  in  this  Distiiet  should  be 
prohibited  from  issuing  them,  for,  if  the  law  stops 
there,  the  notes  from  ibe  surrounding  States 
will  flow  in  here  and  perpetuate  the  evil  sought 
to  be  remedied.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  to 
prohibit  their  circulation.  How  is  this  to  be  done? 
Shall  it  be  made  an  indictable  offence?  If  yon  at- 
tempt this,  your  judges  ate  bankers,  your  grand  ju- 
ron  are  bankers,  and  your  prosecuting  atioroey  is, 
probably,  a  banket,  or  employed  by  bankers.  There 
will  be  no  chance  of  enforcing  the  law  with  such 
material^,  and  so  it  has  turned  out  in  practice. 
The  States  have  passed  laws  prohibiting  the  circu- 
lation of  notes  under  five  dollars;  and  I  have  un- 
derstood that  such  a  law  exists  here,  but  it  is 
evaded  every  where,  for  there  is  nobody  to  en- 
force it  I  proposeto  make  it  for  the  interest 
of  every  person  to  enforce  the  law  by 
giving  the  penalty  to  whomsoever  will  sue  for 
it.  The  effect  ot  such  a  law  will  be  ta  prevent 
every  person  from  offering  such  notes  publicly  in 
payment,  and  then  they  will  cease  to  circulate. 
The  only  objection  I  can  imagice  against  this  pro- 
vision, from  those  who  think  with  me  that  all  notes 
under  twenty  dollars  should  be  driven  from  circn- 
lation  is,  that  it  woulr)  too  much  interfere  with  pri- 
vate rights.  To  prohibit  the  sale  of  alcoholic  and 
other  poisons  is  admitted  on  all  hands  to  be  within 
'  the  legitimate  function  of  legislation.  The  principle 
is,  that  individuals  must  be  restrained  from  such 
practices  as  are  injurioos  to  the  public  welfare.  It 
IB  OD  this  ground  that  I  support  the  priaciple  con- 
tained ia  this  section.  Adopt  it,,  and  the  law  will 
enforce  itself. 

The  next  section  of  the  proposed  sobsiitnte  pro- 
vides for  the  suppression  of  fraudulent  banking,  a 
provision  as  necessary,  to  guard  the  public  against 
the  depredations  of  Ihe  chartered  as  the  unchartered 
banks.  If  the  people  of  this  country  were  not,  by 
the  long  me  of  a  paper  medium,  become  careless 
of  its  soundness,altogetber  iiiattentive  to  the  meansor 
ability  of  those  who  issue  it  to  redeem  their  promises, 
no  such  enactment  would  be  necessary.  A  private 
citizen  obtains  credit  on  his  written  promise  to  pay 
money,  either  from  his  abiUiy  to  fttlfil  such  promises, 


or  his  character  for  integrity;  and  no  law  is  needed  to 
prevent  the  persen  who  possesses  no  quality  eutiihng 
him  to  credit,  but  lbs  latter  from  obtaining  that 
credit  on  his  note;  but  a  banking  company,  whether 
chattered  or  not,  can  stand  npon  no  such  ground  of 
integrity  and  honor.  Associaied  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  acquiring  wealth,  protected  by  lh;ir  numbers 
and  association  from,all  moral  responsibility,  ihsy 
look  to  the  law  of  the  land  only,  and  not  to  the  law 
of  conscience,  to  ascertain  their  privileges  and  their 
responsibilities;  and  it  is  a  notorious  fact  that  when 
a  bank  is  forced  to  wind  'ip,  the  w>ole  slock  is  loit 
to  the  stockholders,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
notes  in  eircntation  to  the  public  That  the  public 
are  much  more  liable  to  be  defrauded  by  paper 
issued  for  purposes  of  mere  gain  than  an  individuals 
is,  I  think  a  sufficient  reason  why  some  such  pro- 
vision ihonld  be  engrafted  into  our  laws.  Such 
banking  institutions  have  existed,  have  exploded  in 
all  parts  of  the  country,  have  done  so  even  in  this 
Disinct,  and  Ibis  law  may,  and  probably  would, 
have  a  strong  tendency  to  prevent  them  in  future. 

The  next  and  last  section  repeals  Ibe  law  of 
1817,  which  prohibits  both  the  disconntinf;  and  is- 
suing of  notes  or  bills,  or  any  other  secsrities,  or- 
ders, or  promises  for  the  payment  of  mopey,  by  any 
unchartered  banking  company,  or  any  association, 
partnership,  er  company  of  individuals,  under  a 
penalty  of  from  one  to  five  hundred  dollars  for 
each  offence,  and  imprisonment  from  three  to  twelve 
months.  And  here,  Mr.  President,  I  say  frankly, 
that  I  consider  this  section  as  the  most  important 
part  of  my  proposed  amendment.  The  other  sec- 
tions propose  some  restricliomi  upon  the  business 
of  banking,  preater  facilities  for  recovering  claims 
against  bankers,  nnd  a  necessary  punishment  for 
fraudulent  banking;  but  this  section  proposes  to  re- 
peal an  unjust,  odious,  and,  as  I  believe,  unconsii- 
tutional  monopoly — a  monopoly  alike  injurious  to 
the  public  and  to  the  monopolists.  In  this  opinion, 
I  have  quite  an  unexpected  support  in  the  petition- 
ers themselves.  I  have  before  me  "the  remon- 
straoce  of  the  citizens  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
to  the  people  of  th«  United  States,"  &c.  against  op- 
pressions, manifold  and  grievous,  "suffered  from 
the  misrule  of  the  now  rulios  majority  in  C  >n- 
greis,"  dated  August,  1840.  With  the  greater  part 
of  this  collection  of  scurrility  and  falsehood,  put 
forth  by  the  bankers  of  this  District,  I  have 
no  concern;  but  I  notice  the  fact  that,  amongst 
all  their  "manifold  and  grievous  oppressions," 
the  refusal  of  this  body  to  adopt  this 
very  amendment  of  the  law  at  the  last 
st'Siion  stands  mo3t  prominent  and  conspicuous. 
They  complain  "that  we  suffer  not  only  from  the 
negative  act  of  a  refusal  to  continue  the  charters 
of  those  banks,  or  to  license  any  other  in  their 
p'ace,  but  from  the  aggressive  act  of  cutting  up, 
root  and  branch,  the  whole  trade  and  busintss  of 
banking,  in  any  form  or  under  any  modification 
whatever,  in  this  District;  that  now  the  whole 
trade  and  business  of  banking,  in  all  its  mcdes  and 
details,  down  even  to  the  simple  act  of  placing  mo- 
ney on  deposite  in  a  bank  vault,  is  declared  posi- 
tively unlawful,  and  rigorously  prohibited  nnder 
grievous  penalties  of  fine,  forfeiture,  and  impri- 
sonment;" and  they  quote  the  act  of  1817,  which 
this  section  of  the  amendment  proposes  to  repeal, 
as  that  aggressive  act  so  much  complained  of;  con- 
cluding this  branch  of  their  complaint  with  this  re- 
markable paragraph: 

"Ii  was  a  wiOlcimi  an<  perhap*  a  qaMtionabl*  atraieh  of 
power  to  have  confined  the  trade  and  busmen  ofbanklng  to  tbe 
Incorporated  baalte;  but  to  prohibit  and  exterminate  that  en- 
tire branch  of  bOBlneai  in  avery  Ibrm  and  modification  of  it, 
oevar  befora  aniarad  the  bead  of  any  nne  and  honaat  legisla- 
tor, in  eiich  a  atate  ofaeciet;  aa  the  preaent.  A  law  prohibit- 
ing Iha  trade  of  a  merebant,  a  carpenter,  a  briclclayer,  uilor,  or 
aboemalcar,  or  the  profaaaion  of  Dirioity,  madieine,  or  law, 
would  Im  nNlbei  monabaucd,  nor  more  oootiai;  to  natural  jua- 
lice." 

Such  a  declaration  as  this,  coming  from  these 
Distiict  bankers  and  their  friends,  is  worthy  of 
great  consideration.  Tbey  acknowledge  that,  in 
asking  us  to  revive  their  charter^',  tbey  ask  us  to 
exert  "a  questionable  stretch  of  power;"  and  to 
prohibit  the  trade  of  banking  Xi  all  but  incorpo- 
rated banks,  they  pronounce,  truly,  to  be  "ateord, 
and  contrary  to  natural  justice."  Thus,  aU  1  have 
contended  for,  stands  acknowledged  and  conceded 
by  the  petitioners  themselves;  and  now,  I  tiusi,  I 


shall  no  more  hear  their  advocates  in  this  Senate 
support  the  interest  and  claims  of  these  bankase* 
grounds  which  they  themselves  repudiate  aa  mle- 
nable. 

No  reason  ha*!  been  given  for  continuing  the  re- 
strictive law  of  1817 — no  justification  of  its  absnrd 
injustice  is  even  attempted.  Can  it  be  that  a  majo- 
rity of  ihis  Senate  will  sanction  the  continoaikee  of 
a  law,  in  support  of  which  no  reason  can  be  givra 
by  its  firmest  supporlef!>?  which  even  the  banken 
themselves  declare  to  be  "absurd,  and  contrary  to 
natural  jusiicel" 

That  banks  can  be  established  in  credit  and  bod. 
ness,  andget  their  paper  in  extensive  cironlauoa 
without  charters,  is  proved  by  sxpeiienoe,  that  best 
goide  in  political  affairs.  Several,  I  think  moat  of 
the  banks  here,  first  commenced  business  without 
charters,  (for  until  1817  diis  was  not  nnlawAtl.) 
They  were  conducted  in  such  manner  as  to  gain  path 
lie  confidence;  their  paper  was  in  as  good  eredi^  it 
circulated  as  extensively  as  since  that  time.  I  vtsfa 
to  restore  them — to  place  them  as  they  stood  when 
relying  on  their  own  characters,  without  any  exdu* 
sivs  privilege,  and  without  exemption  from  liabili- 
ly  for  their  debts:  they  were  in  prosperous  drcum- 
stances.  Will  any  Senator  say  that  banks  cannot 
do  business  in  that  wayl  Here  is  fact  against  his 
theory — here  were  sound,  unchartered  banks.  How 
has  it  been  since  the  law  of  18171  how  is  it  aowl 
They  dare  not  issue  their  own  paper — their  credit 
is  gone;  and  they  come  here  asking,  with  a  renewal 
of  iheir  charters,  the  privilege  of  using  the  paper  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Obio  Canal  Company;  paper 
which  never  can  be,  and  is  not  ever  expected  to  be, 
redeemed. 

Stephen  Girard  also  e<:iablished  a  bank  withoat 
asking  for  a  charier.  By  tbe  side  of  the  United 
Slates  States  Bank,  it  obtained  equal  credit  and 
equal  confidence;  its  bills  circulated  as  widrly,  and 
were  as  much  sought  for,  for  remittances  from  the 
West  to  the  Atlantic  cities.  It  was  kaown  that  he 
was  able  to  redeem  his  paper;  he  had  a  well  esta- 
blished reputation  for  honest  and  fair  dealing.  This 
was  the  foundation  of  his  credit,  and  the  true  se- 
cret of  his  prosperity — a  foundation  for  credit,  I 
submit  to  the  Senate,  as  infinitely  more  safe  and 
stable  than  to  hedge  round  the  Individ  oal  or  cor- 
porate banker  with  <he  machinery  of  penal  laws. 
In  all  parts  of  the  Union  banks  have  been  esta- 
blished withunt  charters,  and  have  found  no  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  business;  few  or  none  of  flieni 
have  continued  without,  any  longer  than  until  they 
could  obtain  charters.  Tais  solicitude  to  obtain 
charters  has  never  been  because  charters  were 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  do  business,  bat  because 
charters  gave  thera  advantages  and  exemptiom 
from  liability  which  were  denied  by  the  legis- 
lation of  tbe  country  to  all  other  kinds  of  bo- 
tiness.  Individuals  are  rare  who  have  virtue 
to  refuse  power  over  their  fellow  men;  to  look  for 
such  forbearance  in  companies  would  be  folly. 

Are  these  restraining  laws  to  confine  the  busi- 
ness of  banking  to  a  favored  few,  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  people  against  impositioB?  Are 
not  tbe  people  capable  of  judging  for  ibemsrires 
whom  they  will  trust?  Yon  do  not  imdertake  to 
guard  the  public  judgment  by  penal  laws  in  any 
other  business,  and  why  in  this?  No  answer  to  thii 
qnesiion  has  been  given,  and  none  can  be  given. 
We  are  as  capable  of  judging  correctly  what  banks 
we  will  trust  with  our  property  for  iheir_  notes,  as 
we  are  of  judging  what  individual  we  will  trust  oa 
his  promissory  note;  and  there  is  at  much  reasoa, 
as  much  necessity,  for  the  interference  of  the  law 
in  the  latter  as  the  former  ca-.e. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  th*  Dktiiet 
has  said  that  the  people  of  the  Distiict  are  petitioa- 
ers  for  tbe  revival  of  these  bank  charters;  aad  bs 
speaks  of  the  desolation  which  has  befallen  them  ia 
consequence  of  being  without  ehartered  baaka 
My  information  on  this  subject  differs  widely  from 
the  Senator's  picture.  It  is  stated  un  good  aatbe- 
riiy  that  since  the  bank  charters  in  this  Distiict  wo* 
permitted  to  expire,  there  has  been  a  time  of  una- 
sual  prosperity  in  all  the  business  carried  on  kefc, 
.excepting  only  the  banking  business;  there  have 
been  more  new  buitdiogs  creeled  during  Ihe  last 
season  than  in  any  season  before,  and  there  have 
been  greater  additions  to  the  population  of  the  Die- 
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iriot,  Md  BO  WBot  of  money  by  tbixe  vhoted  eiiber 
indtutry  to  labor  for  it,  or  eominodiiiea  to  par- 
cbueiL 

Bat  th«  people  of  ibis  District  do  not  want  iheie 
banki  revived.  'They  are  net  aazions  to  recom- 
mesee  the  payment  of  an  oBtrons  tax  to  thete 
compMiiec,  theyget  along  very  w«ll  withont  tbem. 
ir  it  were  Dot  no — if  tbey  tvamed  the  revival  of 
ifiese  cliarters,  wby  do  tbey  not  say  soT  Why  do 
Ibey  not  petition?  There  are  about  sixteen  tbon- 
saad'adnli  laalas  in  this  DiMuct.  Abont  two  ban- 
lied  of  tbem  have  petitioned  tor  a  reriTal  of  tbe<s 
twnk  charters.  Two  bnodred  I  Wub  all  the  means' 
and  applianees  of  the  bankera,  they  hfcve  not  be«n 
ible  to  get  more  than  a  small  proportion  of  peti- 
ioners  1  Are  not  these  facts  oooelngive  that  the 
[>eople  of  Ibis  District  do  not  want  banks?  ThcM 
noney  efaaagers,  calling  themselves  the  people  of 
bis  District,  remind  me  of  Robespierre:  be  spoke 
n  tfas  name  of  the  people  of  Prance;  he  called 
ihnwtf  TRC  proBLB;  and  he  was  the  people,  as 
hese  bankers  are  the  people  af  the  District.  The 
nle  of  th«e  is  as  despotic,  as  graspine,  as  was 
lis.  There  is  this  difference,  howeven  Robespierre 
Ooght  power,  and  used  it  for  the  preservation  of 
lOblie  liberty;  be  bad  noihiog  mean,  sordid,  and 
slfiitb,  in  his  aspirations. 

Mr.  President,  I  entreat  Senator*  to  eonjider  the 
weition  iliey  oecapy  in  pablie  estimatioo,  when 
eting  npon  Ibis  sobject.  It  his  been  said,  and  it 
I  believed,  that  the  borrower  it  the  servant  or 
ither  slave  of  the  lender.  It  has  been  known  that 
lembeis  of  Congress,  in  times  pa»«,  were  greatly 
idebled  to  ibe  late  Bank  of  the  United  Statss; 
ad  ihough  the  names  of  those  debtors  were  snp- 
rened,  it  was  a  rery  general  opinion  that  the 
111  for  rechartrring  that  bank  was  passed  by  a 
ongress  of  debiors  to  the  bank.  Fortunately  for 
e  cottDtry,  it  was  vetoed  by  a  man  who  conid  not 
!  oorropud.  In  ihe  last  report  made  to  the 
[ouse  of  Reprtseotatives,  it  appears  that  members 
'Congress  were  indebted  toibe  banks  in  ihts  Dis- 
iet  |67,600.  The  sam  is  not  probably  decreased 
ii«e.  I  presume  that  no  part  of  it  is  due  from 
ly  member  of  (this  body;  for  anrely  no  Senator 
oaldvote  where  be  was  directly  interested.  To 
vive  and  prolong  these  charters  is  asked  for,  that 
I  ianta  nuy  give  tmt  to  tktir  d,U«n,  A  man  in- 
bted  to  the  banks,  and  voting  to  extend  iheir 
carters,  votes  to  giveliimself  an  extension  ef  time 
pay  «hat  be  owes  jhem.  I  will  not  impnte  eor- 
ption  to  any  member  of  this  body.  I  will  not 
ppose  that  debtors  to  the  banks  here  are  passing 
Iaw  for  tbeir  own  beoeBt.  Courtesy  forbids  this 
pposiUra.    Bat  what  will  the  people  think,  who 

not  know  yoar  stern  and  unyielding  integrity  as 
rll  as  I  do.  Thete  is  daog'r,  sir,  very  great 
pger,  that  Ibe  character  of  this  body  will  snffer; 
It  the  people,  who  see  what  parses  here— who 
le  the  zeal  which  sBstaios  the  claims  of  (he  bank- 
>aBd  ilMU,  too,  of -men  who  profess,  to  be  Demo- 
its — who  profess  to  een^ider,  as  their  first  diiiy, 
acred  regard  to  the  rijhis  of  all— whose  leading 
iom  is,  that  legislation,  lo  be  jusi,  most  be  eqoal. 
ere  is  danger,  I  say,  that  the  Senate  will  not 
g  retain  (bat  high  a«d  commanding  station  it 
merljr  held  m  the  estimation  of  the  people;  bat 
1  sink  to  the  contempt  that  awaits  the  slaves  of 
raption. 

VVbai  is  thought  and  said  of  the  Legislatate  of 
ibama — as  pore  a  body  of  men,  probably,  as 
3  Senate— tioca  it  has  been  published  lo  the 
rid  that  a  majority  of  the  members  of  that  body 
indebted  to  the  banks  in  sams  pqiallo  saven 
eight  liaadrcd  thousand  dollatsl  Has  lot  some 
eial  acts  of  favor  towards  the  batiks  been  nni- 
sally  looked  for  from  that  body?  I  know  none 
be  gentlemen  composing  that  aiisembly,  and  I 
aid  aot  throw  suspicion  on  their  parity,  bat  it  is 
>«  lamented  that  they  have  placed  themselves  in 
inaiispioiDas  a  light  to  their  coantry. 
tAr.  Presideui,  we  are  under  a  bank  govern- 
Di;  not  merely  by  means  of  loans  to  legislators 
liat  government  sustainrd,  but  the  control  of  the 
salatiag  medium  of  the  coantry  has  given  it  a 
imanding  iaAnenofrin  all  the  States.  We  have 
1  the  b«itto  bold  oonventioos  to  consnlt  and  de- 
oina  vhether  they  shali  longer  oeniiirae  to  rt- 
i  tbcir  ewuneis^or  tnai  them  as  of  no  notkl  \ 
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obligation;  and  whroaver  they  have  concluded  to 
disregard  tham,  and  have  refused  the  payment  of 
their  jast  a«d  acknowledged  debts,  they  have  al- 
ways (bund  the  Legistatiire  of  the  State  obsequious 
(noogfa  to  tbeir  wishes  to  sanction  such  refusal. 
Until  recently  it  has  been  usual  to  suspend  the  laws 
for  the  collection  of  debts  agaioat  sttspended  banks. 
The  obligations  of  all  o^er  ci(izei|s  than  the 
bankers  are  left  to  be  collected  by.  the  usual  coarse 
of  law.'AViib  them,  their  convenience  is  permit- 
ted to  control  all  law  and  all  moral  principle.  I. 
would  johaoga  this  coarse;  asd,  as  ene  great  means 
of  changing  it,  I  propose  to  separate,  en  lirely  and 
forever,  the  Goverament  from  the  banks.  The  al- 
liance betoeea  tbeiq  has  long  exiited,  to  ibe  gteat 
injary  of  both.  The  banks  have  acquired  power 
and  inflaenee  to  overawe  and  control  tbeir  needy 
associair,  bat  in  gaining  this  power  and  inffuence, 
ihey  have  plajied  a  desperate  game,  and  are  now 
breaking  down  with  the  exbauMiog  results  of  that 
unnatural  connection.  Lrt  tbem  siand  on  the  same 
level  of  equal  protection  with  all  other  oecupalioas, 
and  tbey  would  have  no  more  power  than  ihe'oiheir 
occupations  have.  With  their  exclusive  privi- 
leges, their  exclusive  power  and  influence  would  de- 
part, to  retatn  no  more,  if  the  hanks  lose,  by  this 
operation,  somewhat  in  profit,  tbey  woald  gain  in 
'8onndnes!>.  in  charaeter,  and  real  stability  and  ase> 
fulness.  Whether  my  proposed  change  of  system 
be  adopted  or  not  at  this  time„is  not  of  so  innch 
consequence  as  that  the  subject  sboald  be  anderstood. 
Reform  wiU  surely  follow  a  Ujorou'h  knowledge  <>f 
our  banking  system.  If  I  shall  be  found  lo  have 
conifibuted-sonMtbing  to  acceleraie  this  reform,  I 
shall  be  satisfied. 


PROSPECTIVE  PREEMPTION  BILL. 
SPEECH  OP  MR.  HUBBARD,. 

OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 
In  Schmx,  Tuesday,  February  3,  1841. 

.The  biH  lo  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption system,  in  favor  of  se.tlers  on  the  public 
lands,  who  shall  iahabit  and  cultivate  the  same,  and 
raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  waataken  np,  thaqoestioB 
be«Bg  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  CasrvMnpKi  t«  reeom- 
niit  the  bill,  with  instructioas  te  report  a  bill  for  the 
disuibation  of  .the  ptoceeds  of  the  sales  «f  the  pub- 
lic lands  among  the  Stales,  which  Mr.  Vomra  had 
proposed  to  amend  by  a  motion  to  substitute  for  it 
the  bill  of  Mr.  Ciuwinr,  proposing  to  eede  the 
lands  la  the  States  within  which  they  Itr,  upon  cer- 
tain oonditiona. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  addreMsal  the  SeaiHe  as  fo)> 
lowss 

Mr.  PaasoaiiT:  I  had  nol  iaiended,  nntil  receav 
ly,  lo  have  addressed  tbeSenaie  upon  the  impor- 
tant qaestions  now  presented  for  iheir  eonsideratiou. 
It  wilj  b9  recollected  that,  at  ibe  laf  t  seasipn  of 
Congress,  in  a  speech  which  I  than  delivered  upon 
Ibe  assomption  of  the  Slate  debts,  I  gave,  som&. 
what  at  length,  my  views  opoa  the  snbjcct  of  dis- 
tributing the  revenue  of  the  Gh>verament  among 
the  States.  I  w^  then  opposed  to  the  whole  pro- 
ject I  regarded  it  as  an  open,  flagraai  violation  of 
the  Constitution — as  subversive  of  the  true  inte- 
rests of  the  people.  Subsequent  refleeiion  has  only 
confirmed  the  views  then  expressed;  and  I  had  np 
intention  of  again  entering  upon  the  field  of  .debate 
inralalion  to  the  qoestioBS  involved  iA  thia  diaons.) 
sion,  until  I  h;ard  the  argfuments  in  favor  of  the 
contemplated  distribution  of  ihat  portion  of  the  re- 
venne  derived  from  the  sales  of  ihe  public  lands. 
I  mnstaay  that  I  gave  to  the  boaorable  Senators  in 
the  opposition,  and  to  tbeir  amomeois,  the  most 
profound  atiantioa.  I  was  anxious  lo  hear  what 
conld  be-said  eiihvr  in  favor  of  ihe  coastituiionality 
or  of  the  expediency  of  this  measnra.  And,  sir,  I 
have  been  i»ivilaged  to  bear  all  that  ingenaity  ao4. 
leanUng,  all  that  argument  and  ability  conld  briag 
to  lis  aid;  and  I  imst  say  that  I  yet  remain  nocon- 
vinced  aaid  anconverted.  The  disiingoisbed  Seoa- 
tois  from  Eeniocky.  and  Massaebusettj  have  not 
been  able  to  satisfy  my  mind  that  Congreei  has  any 
more  power,  under  the  Oonstituiion,  to  diatribnto 
the  revenae  derived  turn  the  lands  than  it  has  to 
distribute  any  other  portion  of  the  ptrtiUc  means.  < 

TlktasibiaiK,  doittg  the  lataPnsidaMMleuinw,. 


engaged  much  of  the  public  consideratioa.  It  was 
a  most  prominent  topic  with  the  slump  orators  who 
were  active  to  put  out  this  and  to  put  in  another 
Adfflinitiration.  This  was  the  promised  measure 
of  relief.  It  wa«  this  distribution  scheme  which 
was  to  give  life,  rigor,  and  strcngih  to  the  business 
of  the  coantry.  It  was  this  which  was  to  rsmove 
the  embarrassments  of  the  times,  to  reanimate  the 
hopes,  and  to  give  confidence  and  support  te  the 
people.  It  was  urged  as  the  favorite  plan  and  ap- 
proved puriiose  of  those  who  are  now  coming  into 
power.  It  was  contended  ihat  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  rightfully  belonged  to  the 
respective  States;  and  it  was  unceasingly  urged,  by 
way  of  objection  to  the  presi^t  Administration,  that ' 
its  friend)  were  known  to  be  opposed  to  this  whole ' 
policy.  I  recollect  well  these  things.  I  was  no 
stranger  to  these  events — to  the  various  chargea 
made  against  the  Adpinisiration. 

Thai  was  a  contest  of  unasual  violence  and  ac- 
tivity; and  I  rejoice  that,  at  this  early  day — so  soon 
after  the  termination  of  that  contest — this  selfsame 
subject  is  brought  before  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Slates;  ibat  the.  people,  notwithstanding  what  tbey 
then  heard  from  parly  politicians  teuching  this  sub- 
ject, will  te  now  privileged  to  read  and  consider  alt 
that  its  most  able  advocates  and  friends  can  adduce 
in  its  favor,  as  well  as  what  may  be  said  against  it. 
The.  whole  ground  will  be  examined;  the  reasons 
for  and  against  the  measure  will  be  understood: 
and,  reposing,  as  I  do,  entire  confidence  in  the  in- 
telligence and  virtue  of  the  American  people,  I 
have  no  doobt  what  will  be  their  ultimate  jndg- 
ment. 

I  am  perfectly  certain  that  I  cannot  be  tnistaken 
in  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  my  own  State, 
in  relation  to  this  question.  They  have  been  re- 
cently promulgated  through  her  Legislature,  and 
I  am  happy  to  add,  that  in  communicating  to  the 
Senate  my  own  views,  as  I  purpose  to  do,  I  shall 
but  declare  the  wishes,  the  feelings,  and  opiitiona 
'  of  the  people  of  New  Hampshire. 

Before  prdceeding  fmther,  may  I  not  be  )>er- 
mitied  10  urge  upon  the  Senate  gravely  to  consi- 
der what,  at  the  present  time,  is  the  poature  of-oor 
public  affairs— «f  our  foreign  relations— of  the 
Goodiiion  and  state  of  onr  beloved  coantry?  And. 
I  would  ask,  is  it  fit  that  ihe  Senate  of  the  United 
States  should,  at  a,  time  like  thi;^,  be  deliberating 
whether  any  portion  of  onr  pablie  revennies,  eur  na- 
tional means,  should  be  abstracted  for  any  but  for 
public  use?  In  the  face  of  an  empty  Treasury, 
and  with  a  strong  probability  that,  before  the 
dose  of  the  next  Administration,  we  may  be  in- 
volved in  a  war  with  one  of  the  most  powerful  na- 
tions in  Christendom,  is  it  the  part  of  wisdom  fer 
the  Senate  to  be  deliberating  upon  a  propostion  of 
dividing  ampn^  the.  States  five  millions  of  theao- 
crniufr  revtnue,  when  our  whole  maritime  frontier 
from  Maine  to  Florida  is  wiihuut  the  means  ofde- 
fence?  when  onr  fortresses  are  without  men  and 
without.  arm«?  At  a  time.lik«  thi.%  while  Ports- 
mouih,  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  are 
exposed  to  the  attacks  of  any  enemy;  while  onr 
island  frontier  is  utterly  defenceless,  as  not  to  be 
able  10  resist  tha  incnrsions  of  the  ruthlecs  savage; 
we  are  seriously  debating  the  qucbtion  oi  ab- 
stracting from  the  public  use  a  poition  of  the 
pablie  revenue.  Can  this  be  judicious?  Is  it  evi- 
dence ojf  that  forecast,  prudence,  and  discretion, 
which  ought  to  characterize  the  American  Con- 
gress? No  sir,  no.  The  time  has  come  wBen  it 
becomes  us  to  pause  and  consider  well  onr  ways 
and  means.  The  news  of  the  morning  caniot 
be  ealcalated  to  quiet  oul  apprebensioiia.  Ccriain 
it  is,  that  it  should  not  fall  to  excite  dor  diligence. 
News  (.bowing  the  complete  and  triumphant  suc- 
cess of  the  armies  of  Great  Britain  ia  Chiojt— • 
news  showing  that  she  is  now  omnipotent  iq  India. 
"Nor  has  the  British  arms  been  attended  >vith  leas 
success  in  Africa,  for  Hehemet  Ali  seems  now  but 
a  British  vassal." 

P(«sibly  these  events  "may  have  no  nnfavorable 
effect  upon  lbs  pending  questions  between  this 
coantry  and  Oreat  Bnlain,V  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  itiey  will  not  tend  to  uctUnU  the  adjustment 
of  the.mstiera  in  oontroversy. .  I  folly  concur  in 
4he  patriotie  sfntimeats  recently  c6mmnnicated  °  to 
tha  ItfViaUtiue  of  Massathmatlg  by  the  Resent 
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Governor  of  tbtt  Commonwealth— that  the  mkttets 
in  eontrorersy-between  the  two  OoTemmeats  have 
already  been  delayed  too  loog;  and  I  am  onabl*  to 
discover  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Oovernment  to  bring  them  to  any  amicable  arrange* 
ment    And  it  seems  to  me  not  very  improbable, 
that  her  recent  triumphs  in  India  may  induce  her  to 
insist  npon  her  claims  apon  this  side  of  the  Atlan- 
tic with  more  pertinaeitjr— claims  wfaicb.if  admitted, 
will  not  only  affect  the  interest,  but  will  disturb  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  the  Stale  which  I  have  the 
honor  in  part  to  represent.    All  I  have  to  say  is, 
that,  in  view  of  these  matters,  it  cannot  be  the  part 
of  wisdom  to  be  scattering  to  the  winds  of  Heaven 
the  very  means  required  to  put  the  country  in  a 
state  of  defenei»— to  abstract  from  the  Treasury 
that  portion  of  the  pntlic  revennes  upon  which  we 
can  only  rely  with  confidence  in  a  state. of  war. 
No,  sir,  let  ns,  at  a  time  like  thi;,  husband  all  our 
resources;  let  u»,  at  a  time  like  this,  when  peace  is 
'  within  our  borders,  be  prepared  for  the  Isst  resort 
of  nations;  let  us  not  exhibit  the  extraordinary  and 
unpatriotic  spectacle  of  deliberating,  at  this  end  of 
tha  Capitol,  about  distributing  the  public  revenue, 
while,  at  the  other  end,  the  Administration  is  launi* 
•d,  not  only  with  an  exhausted  Treasury,  but  even 
with  liaviBg  involved  the  country  in  a  forty  millions 
debt;  and  thus  charged  by  the  political  friends  of 
those  who,  on  tUs  loor,now  propose  to  divide  among 
the  States  the  small  means  we  have.    This  i«  no 
sketch  of  fancy,  but  matter  of  fact.  -  I  hope,  sir,  to 
be  excused  for  this  departure  front  my  subject— for 
this  course  of  remarit.    It  has  been  indulged  in  for 
no  other  purpose  but  to  show  forth  the  true  charac- 
ter of  the  proposition  now  before  the  Senate,  and  to 
show  further,  that  at  this  eventful  period  of  our  his- 
toty.it  ooght  not  to  receive  the  delU)erate  considera- 
tion of  (his  assembly.    1  will,  however,  proceed  to 
disenis  the  natnrc  and  effect  of  the  pending  motion. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cbit- 
TBMDCN]  has  submitted  an  amendment  to  tbe  pre- 
emption bill.    Tbe  direct  object  of  his  amendment 
is  to  effect  a  diitribntion  among  (be  Slates  of  that 
portion  of  the  reveane  derived  from  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands;  and  is  it  not  somewhat  strange  that 
uie  Senator  has  proposed  his  amendmenil   C^ertaia 
it  is  that  it  has  no  connection  with  the  pre-emption 
measure — it  has  no  affinity  with  that  policy— it  is 
an  entirely  different  subject  matter.     The  pre- 
emption bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  looks  to  the  convenience,  the  interests, 
the  rights,  of  actiul  settlers.    It  seeks  to  eaeonrage 
(he  settlement  of  the  public  domain;  it  proposes  no 
diminution  in  the  price  of  the  luds;  it  does  not 
aontemplate  any  abstraction'ftom  tbe  Treasury  of 
any  part  of  tbepubUe  revenue,  or  any  rednctioi>  of 
leoeipu;  but  so  far  from  it,  while  it  seeks  to  pro- 
tect the  honest  senler,  it  sustains  also,  in  good  faith, 
the  interests  of  the  public.    Iliese  ate  among  the 
objects  of  the  pre-emption  bill.    Tne  it  is,  that  it 
has  been  charged  with  being  a  bill  tosqaander  and 
to  waste  the  public  domain.    True  it  is  that  it  has 
been  charged  as  flraught  with  all  manner  of  evils. 
Bat  these  charges  are,  in  my  judgment,  without 
foundation,    "inie  policy  of  this  measure,  and  the 
objections  made  to  it,  I  have,  on  a  former  occasion 
during  the  session,  attempted  to  sustain  and  to  an- 
swer.   But  I  again  ask,  why  has  the  amendment 
been  brought  forward,  nnleas  to  defeat  the  pre- 
emption btlit    The  Senator  from  Kentucky  most 
remote  flrom  me,  [Mr.  C^t,]  said  that  if  the  pre- 
emption and  the  gradnatiou  bills  were  abandoned, 
his  coDeagne  would  withdraw  at  once  bis  amend- 
ment!   IlkeSeitator  does  not  eeem  to  anticipate 
that  the  amendment  can  become  a  Jaw  at  this  ses- 
sion; but  he  looks  npon  it  as  a  means  of  defeatisg 
the  pte-emptioa  measure.    Now,  sir,  I  am  in  favor 
1^  the  latter.    I  hope  no  proposition  will  be  sus- 
tained whieh  will  prevent  its  passage.     In  my 
judgment,  it  is  founded  on  justice  and  right,  and 
well  deserves  the  support  of  the  Senate.  But  I  bare 
felt  somewhat  surprised  that  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky—a distinguished  memberof  the  f  arty  soon 
to  come  into  power — should  have  brought  forward 
this  proposition  at  this  embarrassed. state  and  con- 
diii'-n  of  the  public  Treastmr. 

The  Beereury,  In  his  annual  report  npon  the 
finances,  presented  to  the  Senate  at  the  eofflmenee- 
■MMotilMpRaeat  aQii0«  of  Coogteas,  eetiautes 


the  ordinary  available  means  for  the  year  1841  a' 
|34,733,473,  and  tbe  disbarsements  for  tbe  same 
year  at  |93,899,300,  leaving  in  the  Treasury  at  the 
close  of  the  present  year  only  |834,S73  subject  to 
draft.  And  with  a  lull  knowledge  of  these  facts, 
the  Senator  brings  forward  his  amendment.  Cer- 
tain it  is  tliat  he  conid  not  have  offered  it  at  a  more 
inauspicious,  at  a  more  unfavorable  period  of  time. 
At  the  very  moment  the  friends  of  tbe  present 
Administration  are  endeavoring  to  provide  the  ne- 
cessary means  to  sustain  the  Government  for  the 
current  year,  those  opposed,  in  the  langaige  of 
one  of  oar  public  jourtials, 

"An  pnptuiaf  to  ■qoudw  unonc  (be  BMm  tbat  ponioo  of 
tlmnvenus  dwirad  from  ihe  pntulc  Iwid*.  Tbe  uoual  in 
come  ftom  ihii  Murce  wilt  mnfe  t3,800^00O,  sod  if  given  to 
tlie  Sutee,  witl  malce  alao  s  aittimcj  in  (be  reTemie  of 
Uie  Federal  GoTernment  of  tSfiOifiOO;  aod  ftom  Uie  manner 
in  wbtchtlM  public  luvdqueauoo  ia  (CDerallj  diaeuMtd,  one 
would  Imufloe  tliai  ibe  people  who  pay  tbe  Stale  debu^  and 
thoae  who  rapport  the  Federal  Sovernment,  ac«  not  ooe  and  the 
■ame;  and,  iherelbre,  all  that  oao  be  diverted  from  the  laliar  ia 
ao  much  made.  The  Ihct  la,  that  the  rereaue  of  the  Federal 
GoTernment  is  tu  be  paid  by  the  whole  people  In  the  moeteeo- 
nomical  waj  poadble.  The  pnxieeda  of  Ihe  public  land*  laite 
notblagotti  of  the  poekela  ef  the  people,  alihough  wbenap- 
plied  to  tin  ueee  of  the  OoTemmeni,  that  ia  kept  out  which 
otherwiae  would  flow  in.  A  revenue  flrom  duties  is  a  direct 
lax  upon  every  consumer  of  imported  goods,  and  levied  in  the 
moat  ezpenaive  manner.  The  lees  then  is  raised  In  ihis  man- 
ner, therefore,  the  better.  If  the  proeeeda  of  ihe  lands  are  ap- 
propriated to  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  by  Unpeople  aa 
■5taiea,alax,inihesliapeof  dutlaa,  must  be  laid  to  raiae  the 
same  amaupu,  to  pay  the  debia  due  by  the  people  aa  a  Federal 
Cmon.  The  lama  amount  of  money  must  be  paid  in  either 
case— with  this  dUTerence:  thai,  as  iha  proeeeda  of  the  public 
lands  are  now  applied,  titey  go  in  the  most  ■  economical  way  to 
their  proper  objecL  Whereas,  If  they  are  given  to  the  Biarn, 
they  wilt  coma  into  the  hands  of  speculauni,  and  will  besqnan- 
dercdaway,  allmiilatiag  new  debia,  and  laaaHng  to  new  laxea." 

Tne  seniimenis  above  expressed  are  sound, 
statesmanlike,  and  patriotic.  Their  tmth  will  be 
known;  their  moral  force  must  be  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged. 

This  is  no  time  to  sgiiate  tbe  question.  It  is  pre- 
pcsed  by  its  friends,  that  it  shall  not  go  into  opera- 
tion undl  January,  1843,  What  may  be  the  con- 
dition of  the  Treasury  at  that  time  cannet  be  eer^ 
tainly  known;  but  sure  I  am,  that  the  best  friends 
of  the  policy  in  this  Senate  wonid  not  desire  to  see 
the  proposition  become  a  law  at  this  session.  Be- 
fore soot  a  project  should  find  favor  with  any  one, 
the  means  to  supply  the  deficiency  should  be  pro- 
vided. If  its  friends  wish  to  carry  out  this  policy 
of  distribution — if  they  desire  to  preserve  the 
appearance  of  ordinary  justice— they  should  .take 
the  occasion  to  enforce  their  project  when  the 
Treasury  is  overflowing — ^wben  more  means  are 
possessed  than  ate  wsni«l — when,  in  fact,  we  have 
a  surplus  revenue.  Mr.  Preaiient,  I  represent  a 
non-debtor  State,  and  under  no  circumstances  could 
the  proposition  find  favor  with  me. 

It  is  contended  that  a  distribution  of  that  portion 
of  the  revenue  from  the  public  lands  ought  to  be 
made,  because  such  jvoceeds  rightfully  belong  to 
IheBtates  as  separate  and  independent  communi- 
ties; that,  by  the  deeds  of  cession,  an  obligation  is 
imposed  upon  Congress  to   disiribnt*  the  avaib 
among  the  respective  States,  as  the  lands  were  ex- 
pressly ceded  to  the  ITnited  States  for  the  exclusive 
use  and  benefit  of  tbe  States;  that  the  provision  of 
the  Constitution  giving  authority  to  Ckwgress  to 
dispose  of  the  territory  of  the  United  Slates  includes 
necessarily  Ibe  power  of  distribution,  and  that  it 
would  be  a  proper  exercise  of  the  discretion  invest- 
ed in  Congress  over  this  whole  subject  to  make  the 
distribution.    In  Ihe  course  of  the  argument  it  has 
been  conceded  tbat  these  lands  were  pledged  lor  Ihe 
payment  of  the  debt  of  tbe  Revolnticm;  and  it  is 
said  tbat,  as  that  debt  has  been  satisfied,  ib^  can 
no  longer  be  withheld  from  the   States.    There 
seem  to  be  some  strange  and  very  erroneous  opi- 
nions entertained  with  reference  to  the  rights  of  the 
States,  and  to  the  power  of  the  Genersl  Govern- 
ment, over  that  part  of  the  public  domain  acquired 
by  the  deed*  of  cession;  and  we   must  look  into 
those  deeds  in  order  to  ascertain  the  rights  of  the 
parties,  for  this  may  now  be  regarded  as  a  clahn 
net    lip   by  the   respective    States,  against   the 
Uni'edT    States,     so    far    as    it    respects    the 
lands  embraced  in  those  conveyances.  Now,  it  will 
be  (oani  that,  by  the  terms  of  the  cession,  the  lands 
eonveye4wcre  not  charged  wiih  the  paymeiM  of  die 
debt  of  tbe  Revoln  ion.    There  is  not  to  be  found  a 
word  or  a  sentence  favoring  any  such  idea.    But, 
worn  it  so,  tbeia  is  aK  objeetiiw  wbiota  pteaentr 


itself  at  onee  against  the-  distribation  as  piapaeed, 
because  the  debt  of  the  Revolution  remains  aadia- 
eharged.  At  this  very  period  of  our  history  then 
is  annually  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  for  ike  ^y- 
ment  of  tbe  pensioos  granted  for  military  aenriee 
in  the  Bevolntion,  a  sum  equal  to  the  average  a»- 
nnal  proceeds  from  the  sales  of  the  pnblse  tanli. 
But  let  ns  look  into  the  record — let  ns  examine  ifcc 
deeds  of  cession,  and  see  what  sen  of  title  was  os«- 
veyed  thereby  to  tbe  United  States.  It  is  petfetllf 
true,  as  Ihe  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  reaMrkedl, 
that  the  Coafederscy  derived  no  easeatial  hi  mil 
fhim  any  of  the  deeds  of  cession,  except  ttom  thai 
execatad  by  the  State  of  Virginia.  Aa  early  as 
1780,  New  York  (I  suppose  very  magaaniaooaaly) 
made  what  was  then  slated  to  be  a  laige  oeseHMi  ii 
her  domain  to  the  United  Slates.  But  I  eoold  hava 
wished  that  the  Senator  from  New  York,  who  baa 
addressed  tha  Senate  upon  this  sabjeci,  haid  iaCorm- 
ed  ns  where  those  lands  were  situated.  If  I  am 
able  to  compiehead  the  descripiioa  rnatiiaril 
in  her  deed  of  cession,  the  lands  lyiag  «eM 
of  tbe  straits  of  Niagara  are  wiibia  tbe  do- 
minions of  her  Majesty,  GLneen  Vieioria.  Afaa- 
saehnsetis  also,  in  terms,  conveyed  to  the  United 
Stales  the  same  territory  described  in  tha  deed  of 
cession  from  New  York.  Frtun  their  eonveyaaea 
the  United  States  have  derived  no  pecuniary  aid. 
It  is  possible  that  they  may  have  contribnted  to  dM 
arrangement  of  the  western  boundary  betwaea  tha 
Uuitfd  Slates  and  tbe  provinces  of  (Jaaada.  aa  «■• 
tabltshcd  by  the  treaty  of  peace  ia  1783.  Tte 
terms  of  all  these  deeds  of  cessioo  were  esaeaitaUy 
Ihe  same.  I  have  made  the  subjomed  cxtraM  boaa 
thai  executed  by  Viiginia: 

''That  all  the  taadawiarin tbe lacriloiyaooalad  tote  IWM 
Blatea,ahallbecanaideiadas  acommoa  Amd  totfaa  we  aad 
benefit  of  such  of  Iha  Unlud  Stales  aa  have  become,  or  abaU  be- 
come, membenoftheCooftdaiatioaor  Federal  alliance  arme 
said  Siaiea,  Virginia  faieliiaiva,aGeordtiig  10  their  oaaal  isa|ni 
live  propottiona  in  the  genwal  diaiga  and  expeodiianh  aid 
sball  be  faithAilly  and  Miw  )liie  diaposed  of  (or  ihMpnpoaa 
aod  for  nooilier  use  or  purpose  whstsosvet." 

If  the  Slate  ofVirgiaia  had  any  estate  ia  &e 
lands  (o  grant,  it  was  cleariy  eonvayed  to  te 
United  Statea  by  the  deed,  who  were  aa  dearly  en- 
titled to  hold  the  interest  thus  transferred.  Then 
was  no  reeervation  qnalifyiag  die  tight  at  tte 
United  States  under  this  deed,  except  what  ia  es»- 
taiaed  ia  the  foregoii^  exirael.  And  it  is  flv^ 
this  paragraph  alone  that  it  has  been  b««iafon 
contended,  and  in  the  conrse  of  the  debate 
urged,  tbat  is  derived  the  rights  of  ibe  ae 
States  to  Ihe  proceeds  of  the  salen  of  the  pnUie 
lands — that  from  this  danse  ip  tbe  deed  of  eeamoa 
is  inferred  die  obligation  which  it  is  alleged  icsti 
upoB  Congress  to  make  distribution  of  the  avaib 
of  die  lands  among  the  respective  States.  Ii  b 
from  this  ntraet  that  die  friends  of  the  mrawii 
contend  diat  the  lands  were  granted  to  the  Uailed 
Statea  (or  die  sole  use  and  b«Mfit  of  Ihe  tmmi  fm 
trud — the  separate  States.  These  are  aoat  eztia- 
ordinary  positions,  wholly  ansaataiaed,  m  my 
judgment,  by  the  tenas  of  the  deed.  It  wooid  he 
diAcnIt  to  find  laaguage  which  coald  be  ased  vik 
mere  appropriateness  to  create  an  absolate  escaie  ia 
die  United  Stoles. 

NotwidistandiBg,  it  is  contended  that  iheUaited 
Stttes  wen  made  the  trtisteea  of  die  sevaral  Stales. 
That  all  the  beneficial  inieliest  was  leserved  to  te 
States  as  independent  communities.  Certaia  the 
fact  is,  that  the  United  Stoles  eidier  acqoucd  tf 
Ibis  daed  of  cession  an  absolute  fee  aiaiple  -rtitr 
to  the  lands  described,  or  .else  it  became  te  men 
trustee  to  hold  the  lands,  for  the  excHtsive  ase  aad 
benefit  of  the  ceitai  q%t  trust  the  hidivUnal 
Stoles.  If  dte  latter,  Uten  it  is  absurd  to  rnaiiisil 
that  the  Uaited  Stoles  might  hold  these  laada  antil 
the  debt  of  the  RevdndoB  was  paid.  Tlieia  is  as 
such  authority  given  by  .die  deed.  Coagrasakal 
no  discretion — ao  power  wbalewr  over  dMaa  laad% 
(if  Uie  doctrine  contended  for  upon  the  other  aide 
be  correct)  bat  to  dispose  of  them  for  the  aole  ase 
of  tbe  Stoles.  From  dm  momeat  the  seal  was  am 
to  die  paper — Cram  tbe  moBMUt  Ooogftts  aeaeMcd 
die  deeds— it  must  (bllow,  (aeeordtog  lo  the  vjeas 
of  some  of  the  Senate)  that  every  dollar  which  km 
come  into  tbe  public  Treasoiy  from  Aeae  leads 
has  hitherto  been  applied,  without  right  aad  with 
oat  authority,  to  die  pnbliw  ase  that  all  aaeh  wio 
ceeda  shosld,  from  d)t  oommeaoameat  of  iba  Q* 
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verament,  hare  been  dittribaled  to  Ihe  States  in 
the  ratio  piescribed.  Sir,  this  will  sot  do.  The 
doctrine  tontendedlor,  on  ibe  other  itidr,  inTolres 
it*  tdToeaies  in  too  mnch  difficaliy.  There  it  no 
mjtttij  in  this  whole  uaiter;  nor  is  there,  in  my 
jadgment,  any  ambigoitj  in  the  deeds  of  oesion. 
And  Isboald  like  to  find.tn  the  debates  of  the  Conti- 
tiBCDial  CoDgresj,  any  anihority  for  the  aisaaption 
that  these  laiids  were  not  eedrd  to  the  United  Staie8,to 
oonstliaie  a  common  fond  for  their  use  and  benefit. 
I  thonU  like  to  have  some  Swaatt  r  in  the  Opposi- 
tion (how  me  a  line  or  a  letter,  in  the  history  of 
that  period,  sanctioniog  the  idea  that  the  States  of 
the  Coafedency  bad  the  right  to  claim  the  avails 
of  the  pablic  lands  to  the  prejodiee  of  the  Con- 
federacy. The  history  of  the  times  gives  no  an- 
thoriiy  for  snch  a  position — and  the  deeds  them- 
selves give  no  anihority  for  snch  a  position.  The 
grant  was  made  to  the  United  States,  to  oonstitnie 
■  emnum  fimi;  and  for  what)  For  the  use  aad 
benefit  of  inch  ot  the  United  States  as  may  be- 
come members  cf  the  Federal  alliance,  Yitginia 
iodiuire,  according  to  their  nsoal  respective  pro- 
portions in  the  general  charge  and  expeaditare. 

Xow,  sir,  mark  the  expressions.  The  grant  was 
made  to  the  United  States.  This  was  the  style 
(iven  by  the  first  article  of  the  Confederation  to 
he  Confederacy  of  States,  and  what  then  eom- 
>03ed  the  United  States — thou  Sta'u  which  had  ht- 
•KM  mtmherM  of  the  FedtnU  aUianet,  intludmf  nr. 
rmU.  And  by  the  same  Articles  of  Confeden^jon 
Mher  States  might  be  formed  and  admitted  mem- 
lers  of  the  Confederacy;  and  upon  any  snch  oc- 
iorrenoe,  the  States  thus  added  to  the  alliance  were 
ilia  nui*  pmrt  «/  the  Vaiud  Suits.  Virginia  then, 
tf  h«r  deed,  conveyed  to  all  the  Slates  by  the  name 
iBd  style  of  the  United  States,  a  portion  of  her  do- 
Baio,  for  the  purpose  of  eonstitittiog  a  common 
and  for  the  nse  and  benefit  of  all  sudi  States,  ae- 
ording  to  their  rcspec>ive  proportions  in  the  gene- 
al  charge  and  expeaditare— an  expression  perfect- 
f  well  understood  at  that  time.  The  deed  eoa- 
tined  vo  direction  to  divide  among  the  States  the 
roeeeds  of  the  land,  bat  such  proceeds  were  to 
ttaain  a  oommon  fnnd  for  their  geaetal  use. 
The  object  must  have  been,  in  thus  granting  this 
irge  tract  of  unsettled  ebuntry,  clearly  to  confine 
le  applications  of  the  proceeds  to  the  pablic  tise. 
'o  direct  that  in  all  time  towae,  the  avails  should 
3  to  defray  the  expenses  and  charges  of  the  Con- 
■deracy — that  they  should  not  be  granted  with- 
at  price — that  the  Slates  then  members  of  the  Fe- 
iral  alliance  should  practicaUy  derive  a  benefit  in 
•  sale  and  disposition  of  these  lands  by  the  United 
ates,  in  fair  and  just  proportion  to  their  part  in 
e  general  charge  and  expenditure.  The  United 
Ales  were  to  hold  the  lands,  and  they  were  to 
■nsiitnte  a  oommon  fund  for  the  nse  and  benefit 
°  th^  whole  Cottfederaey.  It  was  the  object  of 
iifinia,  in  making  the  grant,  to  provide  a  com- 
on  fand.  It  was  the  anxious  wish  and  the  eon- 
uit  and  earnest  request  of  Congress,  tliat  these 
ssions  should  be  made,  so  that-  a  common  fund 
ight  thereby  be  provided  for  the  use  and  benefit 

all  the  Slates.  If  the  purpose  could  have  been 
eh  as  is  contended  for,  would  the  deeds  have  been 
us  drawn?  If  the  cessions  bad  besn  for  the 
e  and  benefit  of  the  respective  Sia>es  is  indepen- 
nt  communities,  would  not  the  nature  of  the  trust 
,d  the  use  been  clearly  expressedl  It  teems  to 
B  to  be  idle  to  contend  that  hy  these  deeds  aa  ob- 
ation  is  imposed  upon  Congress  to  divide  the 
oeeeds  of  the  lands  among  the  Slates.  And  this 
ist  be  muatained,  or  else  Ihe  deeds  of  cession 
isl  be  wholly  excluded.  Let  us  look  a  little  fiR- 
■r  into  these  deeds.  It  will  be  recollected,  at  the 
le  these  gran's  were  made.  Congress  did  not  pos- 
ts the  power,  under  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
impose  taxes  upon  the  Stales.    That  was  done 

the  States  themselves.  The  States  then  aiem- 
rs,  and  those  which  might  afterwards  become 
!ml>era  of  the  Federal  alliantx,  were  to  derive  a 
Befit  in  the  proceeds  of  the  public  land^  aceord- 
;  to  their  respective  propertlons  in  the  general 
arge  and  expenditure.  The  United  Slates  oould 
t,  according  to  the  deeds,  appropriatt  the  avails 
the  public  lands  to  relieve  any  one  State  from 

embarrassment,  nor  eonld  it  appropriate  the 
ails  for  the  (xefauive  benefit  of  aaj  putiea- 


Isr  number  of  the  States.  No.  Congress  was 
bound  to  apply  the  avails  for  the  common  be- 
nefit of  all;  and  each  were  to  derive  a  benefit  in 
proportion  to  iis  charge  and  expenditure.  This 
was  all  the  benefit  reserved  in  the  deeds  f  >r  the  re- 
spective States;  and  Ihe  proporiibn  of  the  States  in 
the  general  charge  and  expenditiue  was  a  mailer 
perfectly  well  understood  at  that  period  of  our  his- 
tory.   By  the  eighth  article  of  the  Confederation— 

"All  chtTgea  of  war,  and  all  other  upanna  tbat  shall  b« 
iDCuiml  for  Ihe  common  defenea  orgenanl  walfara,  and  allow- 
ad  bjr  tha  United  Siatea  in  Congraaa  aanmbled,  shall  be  de- 
Traysd  out  of  a  commoa  Treaaury,  which  shall  be  supplied  bjr 
the  tsereral  Sutea  in  proportion  lo  the  valne  of  all  land 
within  each  State  gnnted  to  or  sarTejred  for  aojr  person,  as 
such  land  and  the  balldlDgs  and  improTemeota  iheieon 
shall  be  estimated,  according  to  su£b  mode  as  the  United  Btatea 
in  CoDgisas  assembled  shall  froia  lime  lo  time  direct  and  ap- 
point. 

"The  laxaa  for  paring  that  proportion  shal  I  fie  laid  and  IsTied 
by  the  auihoritr  and  direction  ottheLegialatureaoftheaersral 
Stales,  within  the  Uma  agreed  upon  by  Che  United  Sutaa  in  Coo. 
greas  assembled." 

And  during  the  existence  of  the  Confederation 
was  not  this  provi«ion  of  the  deeds  fully  answered. 
Could  it  have  been  otherwise?  If  a  million  of  dol- 
lars bad  been  received  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands — would  it  have  not  been  deposited  in  the 
public  Trrasnr;;  and  must  not  Virginia  have  ne- 
cessarily derived  a  benefit  from  such  a  receipt  ac- 
cording to  her  proportion  in.tfae  general  charge  and 
expenditure?  Suppose  that  enough  had  been  re- 
ceived in  any  one  year  from  the  lands  to  have  paid 
all  the  expenses  of  the  Oovernment,  wouJd  not  the 
Stales  have  been  benefited  in  the  exact  proporiioa 
meniioned  in  the  deed,  according  to  ihe  Ariicles  of 
Confederaiion.  Would  not  Virgisia  have  been 
relieved  from  her  contribution  for  any  such 
year  ?  And  would  not  New  Ham^iire 
have  bean  in  like  manner  relieved?  These 
Stales  were  all  represented  in  the  then  Con- 
gress of  the  United  S'ates,  and  all  the  revenue  de- 
rived from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  during  the 
coaiiBuanee  of  the  Canfederaiion  enured  to  the 
benefit  of  the  State,  according  to  their  respective 
proportion  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure. 
The  terms  of  the  grant  then  were  literally  fnlr 
filled.  And  so  it  has  been  since  the  adoption  of  iIm 
Constitution.  Our  revenues  are  now  derived  firom 
customs  as  well  as  from  lands.  But  suppose  that 
the  import  system  were  abolished,  and  a  direct  tax 
upon  properly  were  to  be  imposed  in  order  to  sup- 
ply a  revenue  for  the  support  of  Government.  It 
would  bt  apportioned  among  the  States  according 
to  their  representation.  But  instead  of  a  direct 
tax,  let  us  suppose  the  whole  revenue  necessary 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  a  siogle  year 
were  derived  from  tl>e  sales  of  the  pablic  lands, 
would  it  noifollovihattheStates  would  be  benefited 
according  to  their  respectire  proportions  in  the  gene- 
ral charge  and  expenditure?  It  docs  not  seem  to 
me  to  admit  of  a  question,  tbat  the  great  object  in 
obtaining  these  cessions,  and  tbat  the  great  object 
in  malciog  these  sessions  to  the  United  States,  were 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  commoa  fund  for 
the  nse  and  benefit  of  all  the  States — that  this  pur- 
pose has  been  most  faithfully  executed — and  that 
a  distribution  among  the  States  of  the  proceeds  of 
lands  would  defeat  the  very  object  ef  the  grantors 
as  well  as  the  grantees — because  such  a  distri- 
bution wonld  clearly  add  to  the  burdens  of  the 
people.  The  objecis  in  obtaining  these  grants  were 
revenue — were  pecnniary  means,  to  be  applied  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  Unioa.  As  I  have  before 
said,  if  the  deeds  of  cession  impose  the  obligation 
upon  Congress  to  distribute  among  the  States  the 
avails,  such  avails  could  not,  at  any  time  of  our 
history,  have  been  applied  in  good  faiih  for  pablic 
purposes.  The  proceeds  either  belonged  to  the 
United  States  or  lo  the  Stales.  If  the  United  Slates 
are  the  trsslees  of  the  Slates,  then  Congress  is 
bound  to  collect  its  revenue  from  impotis,  or  by 
direct  taxation,  and  the  proceeds  of  uie  lands 
should  gp  at  once  lo  the  States.  This  is  denied. 
The  origin  of  these  cessions  gives  to  them  their 
chsratUer  and  purpose. 

The  history  of  the  events  of  ibe  Revolution  in 
relation  to  this  subject,  cannel  fail  to  give  mnch 
valuable  insimction.  The  articles  of  eoi)federa- 
tion  were  proposed  as  early  as  Novemher,  1777; 
those  States  which  had  not  within  their  limits  any 
ungrauted  Uutd^  felt  a  suongjealoiiay  of  ihp  pow- 


er and  infioenoe  of  those  Stales  which  had  nnlimit- 
ed  grants  of  territory.  That  feeling  long  prevent- 
ed the  adoption  of  the  Articles  of  Confsdeiation, 
and  not  lutil  latein  1778  were  they  assented  to  by 
my  own  Suie,  and  by  the  Slate  of  Mew  Jeiaev, 
notwithstanding  the  earnest  and  pressing  solieiiam 
of  Congress,  declaring  that  "this  salutary  meatnce, 
the  Cmtfeitnditn,  emu  no  longer  be  delayed;"  yet  it 
did  net  readily  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Stales. 
It  was  then  declared  as  essential  to  our  very  exist- 
ence as  a  free  people,  and  wiihont  it  we  may  soon 
be  constrained  to  bid  adieu  to  iadependenee,  to  li- 
berty, and  safely.  And  it  was  nrged  upon  the 
Stales  "nnder  a  eonvic<iOn.  of  uniting  ail  onr  re- 
sources and  all  oar  strength  to  maintain  and  defend 
our  common  liberties.*'  Such  appeals  had  the  de- 
sired efi°ect,  and  finally  induced  the  ratification  of 
the  articles  bv  the  requisite  majority  of  the  States. 
But  the  feeliog  then  entertained  by  many  of  the 
Slates  was  manifested  by  the  representation  of  New 
Jerwy,  as  sabjoined: 

'The  ninih  article  ptovl Jet,  tliil  no  Sun  shall  he  dopTitredof 
tntcitary  Irir  the  bcrtclit  at  the  I^Eilted  States:  wheihsrw^  arata 
uoiit^raLanil,  th«it  by  territory  is  i^iiendBti  any  land,  ilio  propartjr 
of  which  was  htrcuifnre  vesLftlinttia  rrown  of  fireat  Bntsle^ 
or,  EhAt  no  tnijtiiiofb  »f  «ii'^h  laiid  Is  tnatle  in  Lhe  Conradecaitm, 
drears  c^jfmriineiJ  lo  cbj»frve  ihaiilie  prepciu  war.  as  we  al- 
Wsya  af^preljond^H  vtiui  undcnahen  for  thQ  ^eneraj  defence  ojid 
loiercatof  Ihe  cijnfeileritln^  colorijes,  now  (hs  United  States.  iL 
was  eren  the  cotilident  (Mtpecuiion  of  LbJ«  St4w,  that  the  bene^ts 
derW,.4l  from  a  micreiaftil  contest  were  to  be  general  andpm- 
poritfjrjBic;  and  itiat  the  prfi^ieriy  of  t]iecoinnii>nvr<emjt  t^ltiac 
ineoj^iicqiiencenf  aiJn>gperooe»su*ol  the  war,  would  twlonf 
to  the  Ignited  jjtaiea,  ni^d  0*  approoriated  \o  their  use.  We  v* 
thereloffl  crnatly  dieap|iO)oled  m  flndio^  ha  pri>viaft>ii  made  In 
the  (.^Linrt'JeraiJi^n  for  empower!  .5  the  Orfigreen  to  dispoaaof 
sucll  iTLiperty,  bgt  espcck^llv  Iho  vacant  aad  Inipatented  lands^ 
CDtnmrjikly  CftlleJ  the  crown  tarrda,  for  defrtfjifi^  the  eJtpenacs  of 
the  war,  and  for euch  other  put^Jjcaod  peoeral  purpurta.  The 
jmie'liction  aught,  ine^ery  instanc*,  to  btlnn^tothe  rtiapecM're 
State*  withiri  tiie  (shorter  or  determioed  limits  of  wh^ch  evch 
laniiq  [nay  tte  settte'l;  but  reason  ajtd  jtlttire  ntuetdecLdethstlhe 
prrifwriy  wbicli  exiitcdin  the  criiwnof  Oteai  finutn  prrTjoti* 
lj>lhc  pVestint  Iteraliirlrtn,  ought  now  to  belong  to  iiie  Concreai 
in  trEitit  for  the  uk  and  beiwfitaf  the  UtiitetttiLateA.  They  oeTfl 
fousht  and  bted  for  it  Iti  proportion  totlistr  reepe^tiire  abilttltto, 
an.t  [he  re  fore  tiie  reward  t'tuittit  not  to  tw  predrlecti  finally  tJistri. 
buttHl.  ^hall  stich  fttAieq  ai  are  ehtit  net  by  situation  ftom 
araiLhiE  theinpetves  ot  [he  Itaa;  advanlaj^e  from  ttile  Quarter,  be 
Jen  tasint  under  an  enormous  debt,  whilst  oiheri  are  eaabled 
in  a.  ahort  periLid,  to  repEacta  all  their  expsntiitttres  from  the  har  > 
earnlnga  of  the  wbnte  Confedorat:yV 

This  was  a  coniinoa  sruiiment,  tovmiti  in  itn- 
mutable  justice— in  the  nature  and  fitness  of  things, 
and  so  strong  and  so  deep  was  it  impressed  upon 
the  pnblie  mind,  that  it  would  have  been  a  vain 
effort  to  have  resisted  its  influence. 

Congress,  on  the  sixth  of  September,  1780,  in  it* 
recommendation  to  the  Slater,  resolved  that  "it  ap- 
pears advisable  to  press  upon  those  States,  which 
can  remove  the  embarrassment  respecting  the 
Western  country,  a  liberal  surrender  of  a  portion 
of  her  territeriel  oiosms,  since  they  cannot  be  pre- 
served entire  without  endangering  the  MUUlilfi  </ 
the  gmeral  Canfeitracf.  To  remind  them  how  in- 
dispensably necessary  it  is  to  establish  a  Federal 
Union  on  a  fixed  and  permanent  basis,  and  on 
principles  acoeptable  to  all  its  respective  members; 
bow  essential  to  public  peaee  aad  confidence  in 
support  of  an  army;  to  the  vigor  of  our  couiteils, 
and  suceef  s  of  our  measures;  lo  our  liaaqaillity  at 
home;  W  our  reputation  abroad;  it  avr  vtry  esiil- 
tnee  ■  at  a  free,  ittenigA,  and  y/ndefndmt  ftp^*" 

And  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  general  senii- 
raent  contained  in  the  preceding  resolutions  of 
Congress,  we  find  that,  on  Ihe  lOib  of  October, 
1780,  Congress  resolved  "that  the  anappropriated 
lands  that  may  be  ceded  or  relingnished  to  the 
United  States  by  any  particular  S'ate,  pursuant  to 
the  recommendation  of  Congress  of  the  6th  Sep- 
tember last,  ikeil  he  dufand  of  fat  A*  eemawfi  httf 
fit  e/  the  a*iled  Slain."  How  idle,  then,  to  con- 
tend thai  by  these  very  deeds  of  ceasion  an  obliga- 
ticii  is  imposed  upon  Oongiess  to  divide  among  the 
States  Hbe  revenue  derived  from  the  lands,  thus  in- 
creasing the  hardens  which  it  was  intended  thereby 
to  lessen? 

The  Stale  of  New  York  had,  previous  to  this 
proceeding  of  the  ContinealBl  Congren,  passed  a 
law  to  make  a  eesaioa  of  a  portion  of  her  lands. 
Virginia  did  the  same  early  in  the  following  year. 
And  long  after  the  passage  of  the  act  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Virginia,  giving  authority  to  make  the 
desired  esssion  to  the  Unit^  States,  and  at  a  time 
when  the  defects  of  the  system  of  eonfederatioa 
had  become  apparent,  ud  Cosgreae  was  deeply 
iapnMvd  with  ibe  mo—ity  of  iB«kaB|  \)fVffi 
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Bi07ision  for  t^  ssppoit  of  CtoviNBiiieal;  the  UA- 
toving  proeef  ding  took  place: 

Id  April,  1783,  after  ibe  panage  of  (be  aot  of 
Yir^iai.  agreeing  to  make  a  cession  of  the  lands 
aor«b#est  of  the  river  Ohio  lo  ibe  United  States, 
tiM  committee,  consistiDg  of  Mr>  Madisoo,  Mr. 
Btttnronb,  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  appointed  to  pre- 
pare an  address  to  the  States,  to  aocoivpany  the 
act  of  the  18ih  of  this  month,  reported  a  draft, 
«iiidi  being  read  and  amended,  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Madiaon,  it  will  be  ncelleaied,  ww  one  of 
Virginia^  distinguished  sons,  and  from  hu  address 
I  bava  made  the  sobjoined  extract,  in  order  t»  show 
for  what  nse  he  regarded  the  territory  to  be  ceded: 

"ThiM  nmeti  Ibr  tb«  intenn  of  ths  nation*!  debt:  im  the  dit- 
ofawg«  of  the  ptinoipal  witbin  the  lorm  limited  wa  rely  on  the 
nsMinliacreaae  of  the  revenue  from  commerce,  on  requiciuons 
to  be  made  from  time  to  time  for  that  purpose,  arcirtnimetancee 
mar  dictate,  and  on  tKeprotptat  of  vacant  tenilory" 

From  all  these' historical  facts  there  seems  to  bt 
no  room  for  donbt  that  the  .statesmea  and  the  pa- 
triots of  thai  day  regarded  these  cessions  as  they 
ahoald  be  regaided,  if  a  fair  construclion  be  given 
to  the  deeds  ibemsetves,  as  made  for  the  general 
wo  of  the  United  States — of  consequence  for  the 
bone&t  of  the  people  of  ihe  United  Stal^. 

The  acts  of  the  respective  Slates  making  the 
cessions  lo  the  General  Government,  were  truly 
patriotic.  The  interests,  the  harmoay,  the  peace, 
the  prosperity  and  happinets  of  the  Confederacy 
were  involved;  and  the  giants,  foe  a  time,  gave 
stabtlily  and  streBgth  and  confidence  lo  the  Go- 
Ternment,  Bat  the  fact  cannot  be  controverted, 
that  by  the  common  blood  aikd  the  common  trea- 
atire  of  the  whols  conntry,  thia  extensive  domain 
was  acquired  from  the  common  enemy;  and,  as  I 
have  before  remarked,  the  cession  from  New  York 
was  anterior  to  the  treaty  of  peace;  and  yet  the 
territory  conveyed  vas  by  Ihat  treaty  coDflrmed  to 
Great  Britain.  By  the  charter  of  Virginia,  her 
western  boundary  extended  to  the  borders  of  the 
Pacific,  and  yet  by  the  treaty  the  western  boandary 
of  the  United  States  was  limited  to  the  middle  of 
tub  Mississippi.  And  the  grant  from  Virginia, 
made  in  1784,  embraces  the  land  within  her  char- 
laied  limifta  lying  northwest  of  tlie  Oaio. 

I  mention  these  facts  to  demonstrate  that  it  was 
the  Revoiatioa  and  the  treaty  consequent  npon  that 
BevolntioD,  which  defined' the  territorial  rights  of 
the  United  State;,  wiihoat  regard  to  the  provisions 
•od  Umitaiions  4tf  pre-existing  State  ohanets.  But 
I  am  flree  to  admit,  under ilie  Articleaof  Confedera- 
tion, it  was  magnanimous  on  the  part  of  Virginia 
and  the  other  ceding  States  to  make  the  cessions, 
and  thus  give  qniet  to  the  whole  Confederacy.  I 
eanool,  for  a  moment,  beUeve  that  th^N  cessions 
impose  any  obligation  on  the  United  States  to^vide 
the  proceeds  of  the  lands  among  Ibe  States.  They 
were  designed  lo  constitDte  a«ommon  fund— and 
from  die  eemmencement  of  the  Ooveriunent  it  has 
been  administered  as  a  common  fond.  The  avails 
have  made  up  a  part  of  the  public  revenue  for  the 
use  of  the  whole  Republic.  It  n^nst,  however,  be 
admitted  that  this  trusteeship  has  been  uniformly 
infenred  f^m  the  deeds  themselves,  and  heretofore 
the  power  and  obligation  to  make  distriboiiooa  has 
been  bfeaed  upon  tho>e  canvsyanees.  That  was 
the  argument  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Pnblie  Lands  in  his  report  eomnfonioated  to  the 
Senate  npon  this  aubjeet  in  1836}  But  bow  is  it 
now?  Both  the  Seaatoie  from  Kentneky  and  Mas- 
■aehnsetts  abandon,  and  properly  abandon,  the  idea 
that  the  deeds  confer  ihis  power  npon  Congress. 
They  look  into  ibe  Constitntion  and  content  them- 
selves  with  the  rzpress  grant  of  power  which  that 
inatmitteiit  contains,  as  fnmiditng  fall  and  ample 
Sttthority  lo  make  the  dis'ribntion.  Not  so  in 
fornerdaya.  I  ooncvr  with  the  honorable  Senators 
in  their  cdndnsioha  that  the  deeds  of  eession  im- 
pose no  snch  obligation  npon  Congress.  Bat  that 
wM  tlrt  gi>oBnd  tattiea  fana<rly>-«nd  that  was  the 
onTrgraandasanmedia  the  abli»  report  to  which  I 
haW tefened.  Bat  dfiea  it  not  oceoMo  every  ob- 
aemr  that  it  Will  wet  anavwr  to  K4y  npoB  the  deeds, 
beeanAe.'foraooili,  they  embrace  bat  a  small  por- 
tietoof'lhapabltodemainlv  They  most,  iheteleM, 
findamborityi'ejsewlltrei  or  the  okject  cannot  be 
aeanmpliahedi  W-hea  T  caaae  iato-ibit>Sedate  iit 
]S^S,ihia8ab)ect«f41stlnbiitiaaraarl9tea9H^1heir.. 
«siawler«<is«ttjiiidJt^;saj«<ihe  itaa^n.-f)t^l»aMt 


that  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Ohio  made  his 
report. 

I  have  made  the  subjoined  extracia,  in  order  to 
show  the  ground  then  taken;  and  which  ground 
seems  now  to  be  abandoned: 


'The  queatioD  ofconMJtutional  power  hae  occupied  thecar^- 
and  sedulouf  attention  o{  the  committee;  and  tnev  here  pre- 
sent to  the  Senate  the  cnurMorreaeontng  on  thatBubJect,  which 


fal  and  seduiouf  attention  of  the  committee;  and  thev  here 

eent  to  the  Senate  the  cnuraeorreaaontng  on  thateubject,  wl 

they  ctmaider  sounffaod  just,  and  which  ha>  ted  ttiemtoilte 


concluaion  that  Congress  poe8es5es  the  power  to  distribute  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  ianoa  ac(;ordtng  to  the  principiea  of  thia 

**At  the  time  the  deed  of  cession  from  Vti^inia  was  made  and 
B«ceple<l,  the  Union  waa  heldtugetber  by  the' Artlcleatof  Con- 
fsdeiaiienof  1778;  which,  IniiaSth  article,  piOTidea 'that  all 
chaigsa  of  war  and  other  expaoae*  that  eball  be  loeumd  l*r 
tiM  oammon  defence  or  general  wiefare,  and  allowed  by  the 
TTniiad  State*  In  Coofres*  assembled,  (ttall  be  defrayed  otn  oi^a 
eominon  Treasury,  which  abaU  beaupplied  by  iheseretal 
8Mte&' " 

**The  mode  of  determining  the  proportion  which  each  of  the 
Stale*  shall  bear  of  the  public  charges,  is  panicolarly  pointed 
out;  audit  is  there  proTidcd  that  the  taxes  for  paying  that  pro- 
portiou  sbaU  be  laid  and  levied  by  tlie  authority  and  dirsciioo 
o(  the  several  States.'  To  this  state  of  things,  existing  at  the 
time  ofthe  delivery  of  the  Virginia  deed  of  cession,  ita  provi- 
sioiis  must  necessarily  apply.  It  was  to  a  Confederacy  or  inda- 
pentlent  i)tat*a,  wiio  kept  up  a  common  treaauryoutof  coiKr). 
autioDS  from  each  oriia  several  membera,  accordidg  to  a  de. 
termioate  regulation,  that  tliisdeed  was  maile;  amlafteL'  making 
cotaln  reserratiofi^  specially  set  forth,  it  dcclaret  the  trust  in 
the  following  distinct  ana  unequivocal  terms:  That  all 
the  landi  within  the  territory  so  ceded  to  the  Uuiied  Slates,  and 
not  reserved  for  or  appropriated  to  any  of  the  before-mentioned 
purposes,  or  disposed  of  in  bounties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  American  army,  shall  be  considered  as  a  common  fund 
for  the  use  ol  such  of  the  United  State*  as  have  become,  or 
shall  become,  members  ofthe  Confederation,  Virginia  inclusive, 
according  to  their  usual  respective  prot>ortioosTn  the  eeneni 
charge  and  expenditures,  and  shall  be  faithfully  aiul  bona  Jide 
disposed  of  for  that  purpoee,  and  for  no  other  ttse  or  purpose 
wliataoever.'  If,  then,  we  hatl  stiti  continued,  down  to  the  pre- 
sent  urn*,  a  Confederation  nf  a<ntoa.  bound  together  by  the 
article*  o(  1776,  and  if,  as  is  now  the  cose,  the  public  debt  were 
discharged,  the  public  expenses  home  by  revenues  from  other 
quarters,  and  tile  public  land  pouring  its  millions  Into  the 
'rreaonry,  what  ought  Congreas,  as  the  trustee  of  that  commo* 
fund,  to  do  with  it?  It  is  a  trust  fund,  placed  in  the  hands  ot 
Congress  */or  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  teverat  States,'  and 
it  iatobe  dispowd  of '^na  )E^e'  for  that  purpose,  'andjbr 
noothsruteorpurpoteu/uitsoever,'  So  long  aa  there  Is  a  pub- 
lic di^bi  to  be  paid,  this  fund  was  well  ap,->lied  for  the  common 
benefit  in  the  paymeot  of  that  debt,  as  the  debt  was  a  common 
charge  upon  all,  'according  to  their  usnal  respective  propor- 
tiBiMin  tlM  public  expenditures.'  Andsoioogaalt  wasiMCe*- 
sary  fur  the  support  of  Government,  Its  application  to  that 
purpose  was  right,  for  the  same  reason;  btit  when  this  state 
of  thinea  has  ceased,  when  the  prtKaaila  of  the  public  lantls 
ate  no  longer  i\eceaBary  for  either  of  these  purpose*,  what  is  it 
the  duty  ythc  trustee  to  do  with  it,  according  to  the  letter  and 
spirit  ot  the  deed  of  Irustt  And  what,  were  it  a  case  between 
lodlvidnala,  would*  court  of  equity  corafiel  hlmtottol  Tiie 
anawer  is  plain  and  obvious.  He  not  only  might  pay  t'r,  but 
he  i^ould  be  bound  to  [)ay  It  over  to  those  for  whose  benefit  he 
held  It.  If  it  were  not  necessary  to  disburse  it yor  riem,  he  must 
reotoro  it  to  Jkera.  1^11*,  as  between  indivitiuals,  would  .be  a 
plain  case;  and  your  r^iinmittee  cannot  perceive  how  it  is  va- 
ried, when  applied  between  Stales  and  nations,  if  ihnn,  we 
had  remain&l  as  we  war*,  memben^f  the  old  C^federatloa— if 
the  Conaiitutina  bad  not  liilarr*a«d  toctl*ii<e,lD*ny  wise,  the 
relations  of  the  Stales  to  each  other,  or  to  the  whole,  it  would 
hare  been  not  only  the  tight,  but  the  duty  of  Congress,  pursuant 
to  the  spirit  of  that  deedof  oesaioo,  to  have  disuibuiad  among 
tb*  several  States  Ihe  proceeds  of  the  sale*  of  ih*  lands eomained 
within  the  bounds  of  that  grant.  The  delivery  and  accepuoce 
ofthis  deed  amounted  to  homtracl;  and  th*  atiove  Is,  according 
to  the  opinio*  of  your  eoiamiua«,ilwJa>t  cooMmctioa  of  that 
contract 

••Your  committee  are  tience  led  to  the  concluaion  that  with 
respect  to  the  proceeds  of  all  the  lands  north  of  the. 3tst  degree  of 
latitude,  and  eastof  the  Mississippi  river,  Ctmgress  not  only  ha* 
the  constitutional  power  to  make  the  propoaeo  distribution,  but 
It  is  aduiy  enjoined  on  them  by  a  contract  which  is  recognised 
and  adopted  by  the  ( 'onatltution. 

"A*  to  lb*  land  lying  wiihln  the  bound*  of  the  original  pur- 
cb***  of  LeaWana  and  Florida,  our  rigblao  lo  anptgr  It  reals 
upon  less  satiifactory  grounds.    We  have  no  compact  concern- 


ing it — no  constitutional!  provision,  or  any  asreement  recognised 
by  the  Conatttutlon,  which  expressly  aotborixed  the  purchate 
of  this  additional  territory,  or  which  place*  ihe  land  so  pur- 
chased in  the  same  situation  with  that  wiiich  wa*  originally 
transferred  to  Congiess  by  the  States." 

This  wa«  the  arganent,  then.  Bat  this  coarse  of 
reasoning  will  not  lead  to  the  desired  conclosioos; 
and  hence  the  trgument  is  not  now  resorted  to,  and 
the  honorable  Senators  over  the  way  look  beyond 
Ihe  deeds  into  the  Constitntion  for  power  to  make 
the  distribution.  Bat,  sir,  I  oppose  the  ceheme  on 
every  ground-  I  contend  Ihat  there  is  no  obligatibn 
on  Congress,  growing  out  of  the  deeds,  to  make-a 
diAtribnlion  of  thai  portion  of  the  revenue  derived 

-  from  the  pnbliclauds.  I  contend  ihal  there  it  no  power 
expressed  or  implied  in  the  Consiimiion  to  pass  a 
law  corresponding  with  the  amendment  proposed 

, by  the  Senator  from  Kenncky.  And  if  snch  a 
power  was  undoubted,  I  txintend  that  it  wnnid  be 
grossly  pernicious  in  its  effect.' — an jnvt  to  the  States, 
prejudicial  lo  the  iniere»f»  of  the  people,  and  in 

,  every  sense  impolitic  and  inexpedient. 

At  the  Fe.<!sion  of  ih«  New  HampsbiK  Legisla- 
ture, in  1837,  when  the  sobjeet  of  distributing  the 
ulk  amiltof  the  pabUe  lands  had  encaged  ttw  aoeatkm 


of  ihe  American  people,  they  resolved  that  all 
manner  of  ttooecsssary  taxation,  if  it  have  foi  iis 
object  disiribation,  is  highly  detrimenial  to  the  beat 
iBier«8l«  of  the  whole  people;  and  diiaribauoa  of 
the  revenue  to  the  States  u  contrary  to  tbe  troe 
spirit  and  meaniag  of  the  Conslituiion;  and  if  the 
practice  cf  taxing  the  people  unoeoessarily  for  that 
object  is  adopted,  will  tend  towards  ihe  creattoa^^ 
a eonsolidaled  Government,  and  to  ibenliimateaad 
complete  dependence  of  the  several  States  nyni 
that  Govrrnment.  Such  were  then  .the  aentimeah 
of  the  people  vf  my  own  Slate,  and  very  soon,  toe, 
after  the  tamons  report  from  the  Comminoe  oa 
Public  Land)  bad  been  given  to  the  public  .  Bat 
as  this  subject  has  from  thai  t>me  to  this  more  n 
less  engaged  the  attention  of  Congress  tbe  Leais- 
lalnre of  New  Hampshire,  at  is  session  in  18^ 
paitsed  resolutions  of  instruction  which  I  fell  eoa- 
pelled  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  and,  from  asenae  of 
duty  to  my  State  and  to  my  own  oooteienc^  im. 
pliciily  to  observe  and  obey.  The  reaolations  wen 
as  follows: 

"lf%ereas  certain  propoatiion*  hare  twen  befora  ihe  Cos- 
giess  of  the  Uniud  (Places,  having  for  their  object  the  dislnlni- 
lion  of  the  proceeds  of  ths  sale*  of  the  public  luds;  and 
whereas  such  a  measure,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Lcndaur*,l* 
not  only  unconstimtional.  but  is  calculated  to  diminisit  the  pub- 
lic revenue  and  Increase  Indirect  laxatlOD,  l>7  affurdinf  a  ptoezt 
for  a  continuance  of  ahightarilf: 

[••Tlitrefore  reoolvtd,  by  the  SOBauand  Hon*  of  Repn*sol»- 
tiyt's  in  General  Court  convened,  That  our  Senator*  in  Cba- 
gresobelnstiucied,  andthe  Repreeeotatives  from  this  Stat*  b* 
requested,  to  oppoae  every  attempt  to  diviile  Ibe  (noM*  of  ih* 
sale*  01  tbe  public  laoda  among  the  aeveial  States;  or  is  mak* 
any  other  disposition  thereof,  except  fer  ihe  constituiiooal  pur- 
pose of  providing  forthscommAn  weHiueaiid  general  derax* 
of  the  Dotted  Stales," 

Toe  Senator  from  Massacho^etis  coatends  that 
the  express  grant  of  power,  conferred  upon  Coa^ 
gress  to  dispose  of  tbe  pablia  territory  beloiving  to 
the  United  States,  gives  an  entire  and  perfect  ooa- 
irol  over  the  whole  subject  matter.  The  power 
"to  cliapose  of,"  he  says,  is  bread  and  snffiden^f 
compreheoMve  to  include  ihe  power  to  distribate. 
I  cannot  bring  my  mind  to  tliat  coaclnsioa.  The 
(.ower  lo  "dispose  of"  the  territory  and  the  other 
pioperty  of  the  United  Suits  is  specific  ai>d  clear; 
bat  there  can  be  no  legitimate  inference  that  any 
other  and  different  powers  can  be  exercised  by  Cob* 
gress,  from  the  fact  that  the  power  is  m  lennsaa- 
linileil.  It  gives  to  Congress,  I  freely  admit,  iha 
authority  to  dispose  of  tbe  public  lands,  iHi  ti.gaM 
MO  fartktr.  and  it  eeems  to  me  to  be  a  violence 
upon  laoguage — a  misconception  of  tbe  nature  and 
object  of  this  grant  of  power,  to  contend  that  Con- 
gress can  do  that  which  will  in  effect  defiMt  the 
object  and  purpose  designed.  Tbe  Stnatur  will 
not  pretend  that  he  can  find  wiihin  the  range  of  tbe 
Constitntion,  any  express  power  conlerreid  npoa 
Congress  to  divide  among  the  Sutes  any  ponitm  of 
the  pnb'ic  revenue.  But  his  position  is,  if  under* 
stooid,  that  the  power  "lo  iitpou  iff,"  includes  the 
poirer  to  distribute.  Boih  the  Senators  front  Ken- 
tneky and  Mas-aclMseiis  have  pressed  thisaifn> 
menu  But  I  cannot  well  see  how  they  ca|i  logieid- 
ly  or  constimiionally,  from  their  premises,  make 
their  deiluctions.  .. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  CLar]  haa 
said  that  ibe  tax  power  and  the  land  power  eon* 
fsrred  upon  Congress  by  the  provisions  of  the  Ca»> 
stitotioa,  are  essentially  tiifferent.  bthi»»1  What 
is  the  object  of  the  lazing  power  cf  Coagres^l  To 
bnng  money  into  the  Treasury;  and  for  what  pof' 
pose?  Clearly  for  the  public  us'.  What  is  the 
objfot  of  the  power  conferred  upon  Coagreas  to  bof 
row  money  upon  the  credit  of  ihe  United  Stateil 
Clearly  to  bring  money  into  the  Trvasory  for  pub- 
lic use.  What  is  the  object,  sir,  of  the  power  ooa- 
ferred  upon  Congress  "to  dispose  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  Staleil"  Clearly  to  bting  money  into 
the  Treasury  for  public  Ufe.  Where,  then,  is  the 
difference,  to  far  as  retpeets  tbe  objects  of  these  re- 
speciive  powers?  None,  sir.  Toe  Senator  from 
Kentucky  lemarhed,  wiib  an  apparent  triumph, 
that  while  the  taxing  power  looked  to  the  coUeciioa 
of  revenne  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  debts, 
prnvidirg,  ft^r  ibe  common  defence  and  geiKtal 
welfare  of  the  United  Sintes,  the  land  power  was 
enttrely  si'eni  npon  Ihat  ma'ter)  and  he  has  eba'- 
lenged  any  friend  i  f  ibe  Administration  to  bbow 
Ihat  tbe  word  rvaeatu  was  in  any  way  eonnceied 
with  the  land  power  conferred  npon  Coafiess. 
And  iiMice  he  infers,  that  in  itie  exereise  of  tUa 
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'  tend  power,  ihe  object  was  not  reTeoae.    Is 
this  a  fair  and  Irsiitiraete  infeftnce  from  the  prraii- 
aeS?     True  ii  is,  ihat   Cuiifiiess   has   power,  in  ex- 
press terms,  to  dispose  of  tbe  ttrriiory  belonging  lo 
tlw  United  Stales.    Trae  it  is,  that  the  Con^tiiu'.ion 
iaCMirely  sileot  as  lo  what  shall  be  done  with 
the  aTails  of  any  sach  di«posiiion  cf  the  terriiorjr 
Btii  wkat  iheni    Can  ii  be  presnmed,  from  this 
mere  fact  of  silence,  that  Congress  possess  ibe  pow- 
er t«^give  away  the  avails  of  the  public  land!-',  tbal, 
inaanaeh  as  no  express  tpeeific  direction  is  given 
in   tbe  Consiitntion  lo  apply  the  proceeds  of  the 
Miles  of  Ibe  pablic  territory  for  tbe  purpose  of  pay- 
ing Ihe  debts,  or  of  providing  for  tbe  comtnoit  de- 
fence   of   Ihe  United    States,   it  necessarily  fol- 
lowa  that  Cobtress  can  distribats  those  proceeds  to 
tbe  Btatest    All  powers  not  expressly  delegated  by 
ibe  OoDstitution,  are  raserved  lo  tbe  Slates  or  to 
Ibe  people.   'Concrcss  has  power  to  borrow  money 
Qpoii  tbe  credit  of  ihe  United  States.    Bnl  does  the 
Coiuititotion  direct  what  shall  be  <!onewilh  the 
BMMiey  thas  boi rowed?    No,  sir.    And  would  the 
Seaaior  from  Kentucky  contend  that  CoDgress  may, 
in  Ibe  exeicise  of  its  discretion,  give  away  or  dii- 
tribme   to  the  Stales  the  money  thns  borrowed? 
Undec  ibis  power  to  borow  money,  I  would  like  lo 
know  if  there  is  an  American  statesman,  wiAia 
the  limits  of  this  Bepublic,  bM  tiwugh  to  maintain 
that  Congress  can,  constitDtioaally,  apply  a  dollar 
of  maaey  thns  obtained  bat  for  public  use — ihat 
Congiess  could  regard  Ihe  means  thus  acquired  in 
aay  other  licht  than  as  a  portion  of  the  public  reve- 
B«cs  to   be  ezpeaded  exclusively  for  Ai«  use  and 
i>enafit  of  the  whcrfe  Union,  to  be  withdrawn  from 
tbe  pabtic  Treasury  by  apprapriaiions  made  by 
law.    And,  srr,  can  the  Senator  from  Eentneky 
poiot'to  me  any  differenoe  in  tbe  power  conferred 
vpon    Congra^   to   dispose   of  the   teiriiary   of 
the    United   States,  and  to    botrow  money  upon 
tbe    credit  of  the  United  Stales?    So  far  as  ra- 
latea  to  ihe   dif^posal  of    the  proceeds  of   such 
negotiatioiM,    there    is     no    difference,  in    facL 
!Vb«    power   is  the  same   in  both  eases.     And, 
■a  before  remarked,  the' great  object  of  the  exeieise 
of  hvA  power  was  to  raise  reveaue^o  bring  mo- 
ney iaie  the  public  Treasury  for  pablic  nee.    The 
Sawttot  from  Keatocky  admits  that  Congress  has 
not  tha  power  lo  levy  taxes  and  to  eelleet  revenue 
tm  the  purpose  of  disitibniion.    This  is  correct; 
bat  he  aidds.  Congress  has  power  lo  dispose  of  the 
territory  and  ether  property  of  ih<!  United  Stales, 
and  as  ibeie  is  no  limitation  to  this  power,  it  may 
diispose  of  that  ifrriiorr  and  distribute  the  avails. 
Ooagfeas,  it  is  admiited,  has  no  power  to  collect  a 
Mveave  for  distribution,  bat  it  can  levy  taxes  "to 
ptotide  and  maintaia  a  navw"  and  Congress  pos- 
sestag  Ibe  power,  the  Senator  contends,  to  sell  and 
dispose  of  tbe  drips  which  coosiituie  that  navy,  re- 
ncive  tha  ptoeeeds  in  money,  and  distribute  that 
money  to  the  States.    Of  all  the  eztraordiaary  po- 
ritioas  which  have  been  taken  in  illustration  of  this 
power,  this  is,  to  my  mind,  the  most  extraordinary. 
Vbe  mere  statement  of  tbe  proposition  itself  shows 
ilt  absurdity.    While  it  is  admitted  thai  Congress 
baa  no  consiitutioBal  power  to  collect  a  revenue 
for  distribntioa,  it  is  urged  that  it  has  the  power  to 
diaarae  of  our  aationat  sbip^,  our  pablic  fortresses, 
and  oar  poUie  domain,  collect  tbe  procMds  and 
make   distribntion  ifaareof  among  the  States.    I 
abaU  add  aothiug  more;  if  tbe  Senator  can  derive 
any  advantage  trom  such  an  argument,  be  it  so. 
If  the  American  people  can  thns  be  deluded,  for 
one,  I  thall  ihink  much  less  of  their  intelUgenoe 
tban  I  BOW  do. 

The  Senator  from  Massacbttsetts  admits,  as  I 
have  before  stated,  ihat  he  does  not  look  to  the 
deeds  of  cession  for  the  power  which  Conitress  has 
over  Ibis  subjpot.  He  finds  that  power  in  tbe  Con- 
Btilntlon;  and  he  contends  that,  under  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  fourth  article  of  that  iqstrament,  be  can 
erect  a  platform  broad  enough  to  sns'ain  his  posi- 
tions. The  Senators  says,  ihat  Congress  has  the 
po#er  to  dispose  of  tbe  territory  of  the  United 
States.  This  is  trne;  and  he  contends  further  that 
the  anijiority  is  also  conferred  upon  Congress  to  do 
wbatitahallpleaae  with  the  pablic  dcunain—fetr 
tMtrtiUH  anl^  if  it*  mm  Htcrtlim.  U  ttii  m7 
Aad  Ihe  ground  taken  by  the  Senatar  from  Massa- 
ehuaetts^  fai,  ibat  ttiei*  ii  no  Kmiution  to  this  spe- 


ctfic  grant  of  power.  That  Congress  is  unrestrict- 
ed in  its  exercise — this  is  irve,  so  far  as  tbe  lan- 
guage used  roes  to  confer  the  particular  power. 
But  whAl  i<  the  power  conferred?  "To  dispose  of 
the  teriiiery  belungiug  to  tbe  Uuiied  States."  This 
is  all,  sir.  And  what  is  the  meaning  of  the  words 
"to  ditpott-  tfV  I  answer,  (0  <eU — to  eamwy— to 
tranrfer — to  past  ntr  to  oMther.  The  power  then 
coaleired  by  this  section  (according  to  the  most 
approved  lexicographers)  is  to  sell — to  convey — 
to  transfer  ihe  public  territory,  and  llus  U  til.  There 
is  no  other  authority  given  in  terms;  and  if  any 
other  authority  is  attempted  to  be  exercised,  it  is 
an  assumption  of  power  without  right.  Let  us 
apply  this  to  the  affairs  and  basinpss  of  common 
life.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Massacbnseits, 
under  his  hand  and  seal,  empowers  me  to  dispose 
of  his  farm — to  bargain  away — to  sell—. and  to 
convey  his  valuable  homestead;  would  not  the  Se- 
nator conclude  thai  it  would  be  a  monstrous  abuse 
of  that  power,  should  1  appropriate  the  avails  of 
such  a  sale  to  my  own  ose-^bould  I  distribute  the 
proceeds  to  my  cvin  cAiMren?  And  what  would  be 
the  Senators  answer,  if  I  should  contend  that,  un- 
der the  express  authority  "to  ditpoig  «/"  was  in- 
included  necessarily,  ibe  authority  to  ilis(rtiu<e?  I 
am  inclined  to  ihin^  that  the  honorable  Senator 
would  be  the  last  man  who  would  be  convinced 
by  any  such  argument.  He  would  tay,  and  would 
prnperly  say,  look  to  the  express  terms  of  your 
power.  Do  not  presume  to  go  beyond  tbe  re- 
cord. 

In  the  Constitation  there  is  an  express  power  in 
terms  conferred  upon  Congress  to  dispese  of  the 
territory,  but  does  that  aeeessarily  include  a  power 
to  distribute?  Congress  could  ikot  be  justified  to 
imply  any  such  power.  It  must  be  conferred 
plainly,  expressly',  and  intelligibly,  or  no  such 
power  can  be  prtsamed  to  exist.  The  Senator 
contends  for  the  existence  of  the  power  to  distri- 
bute because  there  is  no  qualification  or  limitation  of 
the  power  to  "diipate  oj"  the  territory.  Sir,  is  there 
any  limination  or  restriction  upon  the  power  con- 
ferred upon  Congress  lo  borrow  money?  No,  sir; 
the  one  power  is  just  as  nalimiled  in  terms  as  the 
other.  As  I  have  before  remarked,  would  the  ho- 
norable Senator,  or  any  other  member  of  this  Se- 
nate, for  a  meoient  contend  that  the  power  to  bor- 
row money  for  the  reason,  that  it  is  unlimited  and 
unrestricted  necessarily  includes  tbe  power  to  distri- 
bute the  money  lhusacquired,accordiiigtothediscre- 
lion  of  Congress?  Mr.  President,  the  argument  is 
fallacious — it  reits  upon  no  substantial  foundation. 
But  I  freely  admit  that  the  honorable  Senatojrs  from 
Kentucky  and  from  Massachusetts  must  look  lo 
the  Constitution  for  the  power  to  distribute,  if  any 
such  power  exists.  I  commend  them  for  having, 
even  at  this  late  day,  abandoned  the  ground  that 
an  imperious  obligation  rests  upon  Congress,  grqw- 
iog  out  of  the  deeds  of  cession,  to  malte  distnbuiion 
of  tbe  revenue  arising  from  the  sales  of  tbe  lan'la 
to  tbe  respective  States.  Sir,  1  have  not  been  able 
to  satisfy  myself  that  the  deeds  of  cesuAn  impose 
any  such  obligatioa  upon  ihe  United  Slates.  I 
have  not  been  able  lo  satisfy  myvelf  that  there  is 
any  constitutions  I  power  given  to  Congress  to  dis- 
tribute the  public  revenue,  or  any  portion  of 
the  pabKe  revenue.  My  views  on  these 
points  are  now  with  ihe^Senate;  they  are  consci- 
entiously entertained,  aad  they  have  been  honesily 
presented.  If  they  shall  induce  others  to  the  same 
conclusions  to  which  I  have  come,  I  shall  rejoice — 
if  they  shall  produce  no  effect  upon  others,  I  shall 
content  myself  with  the  reflection  that  I  have  dune 
my  duty. 

Mr.  Preaident,  believing  as  I  do,  thai  no  obliga- 
tion rests  vpon  the  General  Giovernmcnt  by  the 
deeds  of  session  te  make  distribution  among  tte 
r^pective  Sutes  of  that  portion  of  the  revenne  de- 
tived  from  the  sale. of  the  public  lands,  and  ac- 
quired from  the  Stales — and  believing  as  I  do,  that 
there  is  no  specific  grant  of  power  given  to  Con- 
gress to  make  my  such  division  of  tbe  proceeds  of 
the  lands  acquired  either  by  parchtse  from  tbe 
Stales  or  by  purchase  from  foreiga  Oovemmenis, 
■I  must  oppose  this  amendment.  I  eaanot  bet  re- 
gard the  project  as  a  mast  dangerous  aadahumieg 
asaomptien  of  power— aaealenlawd  to  bircak  down 
•the  objects  of  ibis  Confedeiaoy- 


this  Government  the  graat  distributor  of  the.  pab- 
lic revenues  for  every  purpose  except  that  for 
which  ibe  revenues  Were  co'lected.  Looking  be- 
yond ihe  wants  and  nt  cessities  of  the  country— 
disregarding  the  imperative  obligations  to  provide 
for  its  defence  and  its  welfare,  we  find  here  a  pro- 
position submitted  to  appropriate  the  means  of  the 
mhole  people  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  respective 
Suies.  Sir,  I  can  favor  no  sach  measure — amea- 
sure  uBantborized  by  the  charier  of  our  libetiies— 
at  war  witt  At  genius,  (ke  eharaettr  and  ttjtd  »/  our 
Government. 

But  could  I  for  a  moment  believe  that  the  Con- 
stitution conferred  upon  Congress  pie  power  lo 
pass  into  a  law  the  proposition  rubmilted  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  I  would  oppose  it  as  un- 
just lo  the  intere::t8  of  the  States — as  prejudicial  to 
tbe  honest  rights  of  the  people.  I  would  oppose  it 
as  unequal  and  oppressive  in  its  effects  and  opera- 
tions. I  have  already  referred  to  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  Treasury,  as  famishing  a  most  unan- 
swerable objection  against  tbe  expediency  of  thia 
project  I  have  already  shown  thai  the  proceeds 
.of  tbe  lands,  as  well  as  tbe  proceeds  of  the  imports, 
constitute  alike  the  revenues  of  the  country.  I  have 
shown  that  the  power  conferred  upon  Congreaa  to 
lay  taxes,  impose  duties,  borrow  money,  or  "to  dti- 
pot;  of  the  urritory"  of  the  United  States,  was  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  means  for  public  use. 
And  when  those  means  are  thus  acqniied,  there  is 
no  difference  or  distinction  between  the  parts  which 
make  up  the  aggregate.  They  are  truly  the  reve- 
nues of  the  Govenment— supplied  by  direct  or  in^ 
direct  taxation  upon  the  people.  The  Senaiora 
from  Kentucky  aad  Massaebaaelts  have  admitted, 
and  with  much  propriety  and  truth  admiited,  that 
Congress  cannot  levy  lazes  to  collect  revenue  for 
disuibution.  Bat  if  not  equally  opposed  to  tbe 
constitational  power  of  Congress  to  make  disiribu^ 
lion  of ''any  portion  of  the  revenue,  is  not  such  a 
proceeding  at  war  with  every  cinsiderationof  pub* 
lie  policy— to  make  a  deficit  in  our  means  for  ^he 
sake  of  supplying  it — to  abstract  from  the  Trea- 
sory  five  millions  annually,  in  order  to  tax  the  peo- 
ple the  requisite  sam  to  supply  again  that  five  mil- 
lions? Such  a  proceeding  may  be  founded  in  wia- 
dom — it  may  be  recommended  by  a  sound  discre- 
tion— by  considerations  of  pure  paurietism.  But  I 
cannot  so  view  it.  1  am  compelled  to  give  to  it  a 
different  character.  How  is  it  proposed  to  supply 
the  deficiency  in  the  Treasury  which  would  be  oc- 
casioned by  this  absiracilon?  By  a  tat  an  luturit*. 
That,  howevsr,  most  depend  on  the  future  le- 
gislation of  Congrtsa.  By  ihis  amendmeat,  it  is 
propcKsed,  after  the  1st  January,  1842,  to  divide 
among  the  States  that  portion  of  the  revenue  de- 
rived from  lands.  All  agree  that  the  condition  of 
onr  public  finances  cannot  bear  such  a  reduction— 
that  the  deficit  most  be  supplied.  But  whether  that 
will  be  done  by  borrowing  jnoney;  by  a  direct 
lax;  by  increasing  the  existing  duties,  oi  by  laying 
imposts  on  articles  now  free  of  duty,  must  depend 
on  the  action  of  Congress — aad  no  man  can  tell 
what  that  action  will  be.  Every  man  knows  that 
a  portion  of  this  Confederacy  i»  most  sensitive  upon 
the  subject  of  the  tariff;  and  it  has  seemed  to  me 
from  the  b^inning,  that  the  friends  of  this  policy 
should  contrive  first  to  eieaie  a  surplus  in  the  Trea- 
sury before  ihqr  distribute,  the  revenue;  that  they 
shoold  at  least  count  tbe  eggs  before  they  divide  the 
chickens. 

Bat  let  08  examine  the  plan  which  is  saggectcd, 
wiibaTicvlo  sapply  the  deficiency.  That  plan 
is  to  impose  an  ad  valorem  do^  on  lozoriea.  Un- 
der the  existing  ptovjaiona  of  ibe  compromiae  act, 
the  revenne  derived  from  imports  before  ibe  fiiat  of 
July,  1849,  wiU  be  reduced  at  least  five  mUUoM  of 
dollars.  Tbe  Secretary  oftbeTreasory,  In  his  taiiff 
report,  oomnronieaied  to  the  Seaate  on  the  18th  of 
January  last,  lemaibs  that  "if  theexpendttnieaare 
properly  and  seasonably  diaunishcd,  it-wiU  not  b« 
neeemary  to  rate  all  thia  amaaat  by  tazatian  hi 
any  form."  A  elaasa  ia  the  ihlrd  seetioa  of  tbe 
compromise  act  provides  that  after  1843  "dntiaa 
ebali  he  laid  for  the  parpose  of  raising  aueb  rtumut 
as  aaay  be  nccetaary  to  an  economical  admiofsim- 
tioBof  Ihe  OoTenmaaL  TbeSeowiary  adds  that 
«b>  tmth  the  tariff  is  aamneh  aaystem  of  taxatian 
M«landiU}Uid  that  lb«  aoUiaiaf  af «a daiiM 
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bereafker^io  a  low  rate  wis,  therefore,  desirable  to 
the  great  mass  of  the  people,  because  it  was  con- 
fining lazes  10  a  low  rate;"  and  "by  conBoiog  in 
ntwMoce  any  future  change  lo  pnrpesesof  rere- 
me  alone,  and  within  twenty  per  cent,  woald  im- 
part greater  permanence  and  prosperity  eren  t* 
mannfaciaring,  and  with  that  to  all  other  descrip- 
tions of  ittdostry."  From  the  whole  teapr  of  this 
report — ^from  the  slate  of  popolar  opinion,  which 
is  believed  lo  exist  npon  this  snbjfct — I  am  led  to 
(he  conelosion  that  a  system  of  ad  Talorera  doiies, 
not  to  exceed  twenty  per  cant,  after  the  first  of  Joly, 
1843,  wiH  be  resorted  to  for  the  ezclasive  pnrpoee 
Ofeollectinf  revenae,  and  will  become  the  settled 
policy  of  the  Ck>Temment.  It  is  conceded  that  the 
dniies on  imports  will  be  reduced  nnderthe  operaion 
of  the  compromise  act,  before  that  expires  in  1849, 
Atc  millions,  leaving  only  ten  millions  ofrtyenne  de* 
riredfromcnstoms.  Tbis  deficit  most  also  besapplied 
by  creating  new  or  increasing  old  doties.  Then 
can  be  no  donbl  that  the  annoal  expenditures  of 
this  GoTemment,  for  years  to  come,  will  amoant 
at  least  to  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  Fifreen  rf 
that  twenty,  at  least,  allowing  the  present  sonrees  - 
of  revenne  to  remain  nndistarbed,  mast  be  derired 
from  dalles  on  imports.  Bat  if  the  coniemplaied 
rerenoe  derived  from  lands  be  annaally  abstracted, 
then  the  whole  twenty  millions  most  be  collected 
fh>m  imports.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy,  in 
the  report  herein  before  referred  to,  proposes  a 
mode  of  snpplying  the  defieisncy  which  would 
Beeersartly  be  produced  in  the  redaction  of  duties 
trader  the  compromise  act  before  July,  1842.  And 
what  is  that  mode?  I  refer  lo  it  to  show  the  gross 
impolicy,  if  not  the  impracticability,  of  distribnting 
the  avails  of  the  laad«.  An  impoeition  of  ad 
«atornn  duties  on  articles  not  now  subject  to  duty, 
\»  proposed  by  the  Secretary  as  the  means  cf  sup- 
plying the  deficit;  and  the  tables  famished  by  the 
Secretary  contain  much  valuable  information. 
The  first  gives  iha  names  and  value  ef  all  free  arti- 
cle* imponed  into  the  United  States  in  the  year 
1838,  after  deducting  such  cf  them  as  were  ex- 
iwrled;  and  the  Secretary  suggests  that  taking  the 
Imports  ef  that  year  as  a  guide,  and  perhaps  nearer 
an  average  for  some  limelo  come  than  any  other. 
It  shows  thai  the  value  of  all  free  articles  entering 
into  the  eonsamption  of  the  ooaniry  would  amoant 
to  #38,161,683.  This  was  their  value  lo  1838. 
And  an  ad  vaferemdntyof  the  maximum  percentage 
would  yield  #7,633,317,  as  the  gross  amount  of 
levenne;  subject,  however,  to  all  charges, 
losses,  expenses,  and  dednciions,  incident 
to  the  process  of  collection,  and  to  the 
Operation  of  the  revenue  laws;  and  when 
we  compare  the  gross  amoant  of  revenne  with 
What  finds  its  way  into  the  public  Treasury, 
It  would  net  be  extravagaiit  to  estima'e  the  nett  re- 
Tcnnaaeeming  at  this  rate  of  duty,  upon  the  ag- 
gregate value  of  the  importation  of  the  free  arti- 
cles contained  in  the  first  list  of  the  Secretary  at 
an  amouot  not  exceeding  six  millions  of  dollars. 
It  is  true,  the  Secretary  makes  that  estimate  of 
value  after  deducting  soch  of  the  importations  as 
may  be  exported;  but  when  a  doty  shall  be  imposed 
on  any  article,  the  ezptMlaiioni  of  that  article  will 
Ite  increased.  And  as  evidence  that  my  conclusion 
it  correct,  it  may  be  statei  that  the  gross  revenae 
«n  imports  for  1838  wa«  |20,114,164,  while  the 
veil  revenue  was  only  §16,158,800,  a  deduction  of 
one-fifth  in  the  whole  amount,  which  is  very  near 
the  proportion  I  have  at sumed.  From  the  gross 
nveBue  on  the  value  of  importations  as  before 
auted,  ataraieof  duty  of  twenty  par  cent,  advslorm, 
one-fifth  part  must  be  deducted  to  satisfy  draw- 
hacks,  bounties,  ehaiMs,  and  expense*.  I  shall 
kav*  ooeaaion  to  refer  to  this  matter  again,  for  the 
]>arpose  of illostrating  lhee(ract,tn  a  peeuniarypoint 
«f  vtsw,  which  the  proposed  dtatribntion  will  have 
-upon  the  pockets  of  ibe  people.  For  it  should  be 
wrae  in  aaindibat  it  is  the  amount,  of  gross  reve- 
■nue  that  is  drawn  fromthem.  My  object  in  referring 
to  this  matter  at  this  time  is  merely  to  show  that  an 
impositioa  of  an  ad  nalarem  duty  of  twenty  per  cent 
«n  the  long  list  ol  all  the  free  articlaa  imported  into 
the  United  States  in  1838,  will  yield  a  nett  revenue 
for  the  use  of  the  Oovemmsat,  of  six  millioDa  of 
4oUan,  and  if  the  same  rata  of  duly,  is  made  ap- 
nUeahla  to  aU  othec  importations^  the  whole  afflooBt 


of  revenue,  derived  from  imports,  will  not  exceed 
annually  sixteen  millions  of  dollars— taking  the 
value  of  the  imporutions  of  1838  as  the  basis  of 
my  calenlationr.  If  to  this  amoant  is  added  the 
ordinary  receipts  from  the  la'es  of  the  pablie  lands, 
the  whole  revenne  will  not  exceed  twenty  millions 
of  dollars,  indispensably  necessary  for  years  to 
come,  as  experience  will  verify,  for  the  economical 
sopport  of  this  Oovemmen'.  It  is  true  that  the 
receipts  from  the  pnbllc  lands  from  1835  to  1839 
both  inclosive,  amonnted  lo  $55,499,956,  making 
an  average  rf  over  eleven  millions  per  year — but 
that  was  a  season  of  exiravagance  and  specnlsiioD. 
The  whole  amonnt  cf  receipt'  from  the  lands  from 
1811  to  1834  inclasive,  was  only  $21,150,680,  ave- 
rage only  a  million  and  a  half  per  year.  The 
amount  from  1835  to  185)9,  the  sales  averaged  less 
than  a  million  and  a  half  a  year,  and  the  whole 
amount  of  receipts  from  1830  to  1834  inclosive, 
wa<  #1 6,968,835,  averaging  for  each  year  less  than 
three  millions  and  a  half,  and  the  receipts  for  1840 
will  not  exceed  three  milllonc;  and  averaging  the 
whole  receipts  from  1811  to  1840,  tbeann'oal  avails 
will  fall  short  of  three  and  a  half  millions  of 
dollars. 

I  therefore  think  that  I  am  correct  inr  assuming  the 
fact,  that  for  years  to  come  not  over  four  millions 
annaally  will  be  addedjto  Ihe'revenues  from  this 
source.  The  Secretary,  in  the  same  repoit,  adds 
that  a  daty  on  bis  entire  list  of  free  articles,  of  15 
per  cent,  will  yield  a  nett  revenae  not  far  from 
five  millions  rf  dollars — the  snm  reqaired  to 
provide  for  the  redaction  of  duties  under  the  com- 
promise act.  The  Secretary  bases  his  calcalation 
on  the  ground  that  there  will  be  no  drawbacks,  and 
that  the  charges  wiH  amonnt  to  over  §700,000. 
The  exact  dnty  on  the  valae  of  the  importations  in 
1838,  at  fifteen  per  cent,  wonld  amoant  lo  the  sum 
of  §5,794,337;  making  the  expense  of  collecting 
from  duties,  a  nett  revenae  of  five  millions  of  dol- 
Isrs,  the  snm  of  §734,937;  an  estimate,  in  my  judg- 
ment, loo  low,  as  I  think  must  appear  from  a  fair 
comparison  between  the  gross  amonnt  of  the  reve- 
nne arising  from  daties  with  the  nett  for  aay  given 
number  of  years,  after  making  proper  dsfneiions 
for  debentures.  Bat  the  Secretary  adds,  that  this 
entire  list  of  free  duties  includes  some  which  sboald 
be  subject  to  a  less  doty  than  even  fifteen  per  cent, 
for  the  reason  that  they  will  not  bear  even  that 
dnty;  and  tberefoie  he  suggests  thai  "another  mode 
of  raising  the  same  amonnt  of  revenue  would  be 
preferable;"  and  to  that  end  he  proposes  to  select 
ttom  the  free  articles  thase  which  may  be  regarded 
most  as  Inznries,  though  not  in  every  respect  be- 
longing exclnsively  to  that  class;  and  he  has  given 
to  the  Senate  a  second  table  in  his  report,  contain- 
ing the  entire  list  upon  which  he  proposes  to  afsess 
this  maximum  of  per  centsge  in  the  way  of  duties. 
Tbe  valuation  of  these  free  articles,  according  to 
the  importation  of  1838,  it  will  be  seen  by  ref<?rring 
to  this  list,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  subjoined, 
amounts  to  §39,036,448;  and  being  made  snbjeet  to 
a  dnty  of  twenty  per  cent  after  paying  the  expenses 
of  collection,  would  yield  about  the  same  amount 
of  five  millions.  In  this  estimate  of  charges,  the 
Secretary  approximates  nearer  to  the  iras  amonnt 
of  expenses.  The  twenty  per  cent,  dnty  on  the 
value  of  this  list  of  importations,  wonld  make 
§5  805,989,  making  the  e:(pen8es  exceed  §800,000. 
But  1  propose,  to  some  extent,  to  analyze  this  list, 
in  order  to  show  what  the  effect  wouM  be  npon  the 
people  of  my  own  State. 

Bal  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  these  vaiions 
estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasnry  are 
made  with  a  view  to  snpply  a  deficiency  in  the 
Treasury  which  will  happen  before  the  first  of  Jaly, 
1849,  on  aoeeunl  of  tbe  reduction  of  the  existing 
tariff  of  daties  anterior  lo  that  period.  Two 
and  a  half  mUlions  will  fall  off  the  first  of  Janua- 
ry, 1849,aiid  two  and  a  half  millions  on  the  30ih  of 
June,  1843,  leaving  a  deficit  of  five  millions  in  the 
revenue  from  this  source,  sboald  there  be  no  change 
in  the  tariff.  These  estimates  are  not  aabmilied  lo 
the  Senate  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  a  deficien- 
cy in  the  revenue,  whieh  would  be  occasioned 
should  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kelt- 
tneky  be  adopted.  Although  it  so  happens  that  the 
friends  of  tbe  distribution  policy  propoae  to  rssort 
ID  atantion  upon  the  turn  desBripuon  of  iurti4d(s, 


in  order  to  bring  back  to  the  TtetL>n.Tj  that  wkidh, 
under  their  distribuGon  scheme,  they  propoaels 
diitribale.  It  will  be  necessary  either  for  the  Se- 
cretary  or  for  the  friends  of  the  propoaed  aasead- 
ment  to  give  up  their  fiavorile  mode  of  raidog  re- 
venue. It  will  not  serve  both.  It  will  prove  hi- 
sufficient  to  supply  the  means  which  will  be  k- 
quired  by  the  Secretary,  and  by  those  wt>o  set*  lo 
reduce  the  revenae,  five  millions  to  divide  an>oa{ 
the  Sutes. 

SOtetiom  ofeertaiH  fm  artictm  CMMMned  in  1898. 

Silli  and  nMnutacturM  of  KTSK^ 

Silli  and  wanted            ....  l.Sao,lM 

WontedAufff  " .  ajSTRMt 

Linmi,  titcMhed,  ace.    ....  SfiKMI 

TicklmbiugiiAc.          ....  333,M 

BtieMinn 14S,SBI 

Bohlng-clmh X.SB 

Wool,uadn8eeoMp«rlb.  4380* 

Crude  nlipeuc 119.eaS 

Antmato  (not  for  breed)  .                                 .  ICIUl* 

Fura  (undnend)            ....  SMtOtS 

CotTee 7,138*10 

Tea a,SS8a« 

Copper,  in  pin  .....  fSIW 

stweSng         ....  sa^79a 

old       .        .                       .  Tvao 

The  above  contains  the  list  of  flree  articles  apoa 
which  the  Secretary  proposes  that  a  duty  of  90  ptt 
centum  od  migrem  thould  be  imposed,  (or  Ibepin^ 
pose  of  raising  five  millions  of  dollar*,  to  proriie 
for  the  deficiency  in  the  revenae  wfaieb  will  be  pro- 
duced by  the  operation  of  the  existing  tariff  system 
before  Joly,  1849.  Upon  the  suppositioa  that  thia 
proposed  dnty  will  raise  the  sum  reqaired  to  be 
drawn  from  imports,  which,  with  the  sum  now  de- 
rived fh>m  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  will  pro- 
duce a  revenne  sufficient  for  the  uces  of  tbe  Go- 
vernment, economically  administered,  I  would  ask, 
how  is  the  deficiency  to  be  supplied,  if  all  that  part 
of  the  revenue  derived  from  lands  shall  be  abstraet- 
ed  from  public  nset  This  is  tbe  sam  and  substance 
of  the  amendment  proposed  by  tbe  Senator  from 
Kentueky.  And  how  islhat  deficiency  in  the  reve- 
nnee  of  tbe  QovsNiment  to  be  supplied?  Will  the 
friends  of  this  policy  presume  to  recommend  that 
the  td  vtlvrem  duties  on  the  beforea>entioi>ed  free 
articles  shall  be  donbledt  No,  sir;  they  will  mk 
dare  to  introduce  such  a  proposition.  The  very 
existence  of  such  an  onerous  duty  will  defeat  the 
very  object  intended.  Instead  of  increaaiag  the 
revenae,  tbe  effect  will  be  to  reduce  it;  for  by  hi- 
creasiog  daties  upon  articles  of  mere  luxury,  you 
will  either  prevent  their  importation  altogether,  or 
else  yon  will  introdace  them  by  an  illicit  tnde. 
The  effect  upon  the  revenne  in  bodi  cases  wvM  be 
the  same.  Impose  a  high  duty,  for  instance,  on 
silks— will  silks  be  imporiedl  Their  use  win  be 
abandoned,  or  they  will  be  smnggled  into  the  ooan- 
iry. But  let  us  see  what  will  be  the  direct  effect 
upontbeconsimersof  the  90  per  cent  adMbnm 
dnty  on  teas,  coffee,  and  >ilks,  as  proposed  by  the 
Qeeretaiy.  Sir,  since  I  have  been  in  Congress,  the 
duty  on  the  two  first  described  arlielea  has  been  en- 
tirely removed.  And  why  sol  For  the  reason  that, 
so  far  from  being  luxuries,  they  were  regarded  by 
the  great  mass  of  consumers  as  the  oonvenienoes, 
if  not  the  necessaries,  of  life.  What  article  among 
tbe  long  list  of  importations  enters  more  naiver- 
sally  into  the  consumption  of  tbe  conntry  than  teat 
It  is  now  a  free  article.  As  it  is  proposed  by  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasnry,  in  his  report,  to  pre- 
serve the  policy  and  the  principle  embraced  in  tbe 
compromise  act,  to  establish  a  tariff  of  «d  valvon 
duties,  it  will  become  necessary  to  revive  again  a 
dnty  on  teas  and  coffee  for  the  purpose  of  revsaw. 
The  value  of  the  teas  imported  iato  our  eotutry  ia 

1838  was     -  -  -  •  §9.559.946 

The  value  of  coffee     ...    7,138.010 

Makiig  in  all  -  -  §9,697,956 

It  is  proposed  to  assess  hereafter  an  td  vmltrtm 
dnty  of  90  per  eeau  on  the  value  of  these  importa- 
tions.   That  duty  wonld  yield  annually  in  revenue, 

§1,939,451 
To  tbis  ahonld  be  added  the  chaigee  and 
expenses  iiteident  to  the   colleelion, 
which  cannot  be  estimated  less  than 
10  percent   -  .  .  .  §193,944 

Which,  together,  aake  am  tmitgm  pf 


Vth.  1841. 
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Senate. 


daiies  tnd  charges  on  leas  and  eoflee  of  |Q,1 33,396 
AddiDg  BeArly  one-fourth  to  ihe  cost  of  their  im- 
partoticn— (has  iatpoaiog  an  indirect  tax  of  25  per 
eeni.  upon  all  the  teas  and  the  «offee  which  enter 
into  the  eolksnmption  of  the  people.  I.*t  it  not  be 
e»id  that  this  is  a  tax  whkh  operate*  exelosivaly 
upon  An  rich.  No,  sir:  it  is  a  tax  whieh  bears 
vpon  the  consamer,  be  he'rich  Or  poor.  In  Netr 
Bnsland— certainly  in  my  own  State — these  arii- 
elesareof  vtrj  general  use.  Scarcely  will  jroa 
And  a  family  in  the  whole  range  of  New  Hamp- 
■liiie  ihai  is  not  in  the  habit  of  nsing  daily  tb«» 
essentials  of  life,  as  they  are  regarded  by  oar  peo- 
ple. Bat  this  is  not  all.  Among  the  list  of  free 
articles,  apon  which  it  is  proposed  to  impose  adaty 
of  90  per  cent,  for  reTenne,  are  silks  and  the  mann- 
faeitire  of  silks.  The  valne  of  the  importations  in 
1638,  of  that  description  of  goods,  was  |7,897,343 
The  value  of  silk  and  worsted  goods  -    1,530,154 


Making  -  •  |9,4 17,497 

A  da^  of  SO  per  cent,  on  this  amount,  would 

yicM  ....  (^1,883.499 

Add  10  Ibis  the  charges  at  10  per  cent.       188,349 

Making  an  aggregate  of  •  |3,071,84d 

And  I  woDld  ask  if  this  indirect  tax  bears  exda* 
sively  npon  the  rich?  No,  sir:  far  otherwise.  Is 
there  any  man  so  ignorant  of  the  habits  of  our  peo> 
pie  as  not  to  know  that  silks  are  used  by  our  eona. 
trywomea  generally,  if  not  uniTersallyl  And  it 
eoold  not  faU  to  occnr  to  me  that  when  it  was  pro- 
posed  to  assess  a  doty  on  silks  that  it  was  intended 
to  compel  the  great  body  of  flie  eottsumers  to  nse, 
as  a  siibstitate,  the  frails  of  onr  own  man  d  facto- 
ries— to  snbstitnte  the  moslin  of  oar  own  workshops 
for  the  silks  of  Flrance.  There  eoold  not  be  se- 
lected from  the  leng  list  of  free  articles  any  apon 
which  an  imposition  of  doty  woald  operate  more 
oppreaiively  apon  the  people  of  my  own  State  than 
those  I  have  enumerated,  except  that  most  ebnoz- 
ioiis  of  all  daties,  a  doty  npon  salt,  that  indispensa- 
ble necessary  of  homan  lite — a  daty  which  hiis  al- 
ready broogbt  193,000,000  into  yoai  Treasury,  and 
which  it  would  be  as  difficult  to  sustain  by  arga- 
aoent  as  it  would  be  to  sastain  the  justice  of  a  tax 
■poa  the  water  we  drink,  or  the  air  we  breathe. 

Let  It  not  be  understood,  sir,  that  I  am  opposed 
to  tU*  system  of  td  vaUrm  daties  for  the  purpose 
of  eollectiog  levenoe.  Ii  may  be  mote  equal  and 
Jast  than  any  other  tariff  of  duties.  And  in  re. 
fening  to  the  particular  articles  which  are  to  be 
made  subject  to  doty  in  the  new  order  of  things,  I 
hare  onty  intended  to  show  the  effect  which  such  a 
daty  would  produce  upon  my  people.  I  hare  only 
inieaded  to  show  that  it  is  a  tax' upon  the  poor — 
iqwn  the  wotkiag  classes  of  the  eouniry.^aBd  not 
exdasively  upon  the  rich  as  somn  hare  supposed. 
But  evoi  such  a  tax  would  be  borne  without  a 
nunner  by  die  people,  were  it  necessary  to  laise 
revenue  for  the  support  of  their  Oovemment.  And 
should  it  become  important  after  the  expiration 
of  the  present  compromise  act  so  to  regulate  the 
tariff  as  to  confine  the  duties  hereafter  to  be  im- 
posed within  twenty  per  cent,  on  ardcles  of  im* 
porlatlon,  instead  of  a  wide  range  of  thirty,  fifty, 
eighty,  and  a  handred  per  cent  and  more — at  times 
previously  in  practice  and  frequently  ior  protec- 
tion, it  would  furnbh  no  ground  for  complaint— it 
would  probably,  in  its  eonse<iaence,  be  produetiTe 
of  the  greatest  good.  And  any  regulation  after 
1843  which  may  be  necessary  to  carry  out  this  po. 
Uey,  which,  eren  if  it  lead  to  the  impontion  of  du- 
ty on  teas  and  on  coffee,  will  receive  public  sane- 
tioa  if  the  object  be  public  revenue,  and  all  the 
revenue  of  the  Oovernment  shall  be  laithfully  ap. 
<plied  to  that  same  object. 

But  what  does  the  amendment  proposel  That 
we  shall  give  away  to  the  Sutes — that  we  shall  scat. 
lerfo  Ihe  four  winds  of  Heaven  five  millions  of  the 
pubUe  revenue  annoally — and  that  the  deficit  shall 
0*  sopplied  bv  a  tax  on  these  same  luxuries,  as 
Ibey  are  called.  No  member  ef  this  Senate,  and 
-no  sound  reflecting  man  of  this  country,  will,  for  a 
moment,  suppose  five  millions  can  be  collected  oa 
the  list  of  free  articles  hercinbeTore  named.  The 
whole  deficit  in  the  revenue,  as  well  as  that  oaca- 
sfamed  by  the  redootioa  of  the  duties  in  1843,  as 
Ibat  oceasioacd.  by  iba  dittribatioa  aawag   the 


States,  cannot  be  supplied  in  the  mode  named  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Will  the  people  of 
this  country  sulMnit  to  the  most  unequal  and  op- 
pressive system  of  taxation  which  has  ever'  yet 
been  invented  by  the  wit  of  man,  to  supply  a  defi- 
cit in  the  Treasury  occasioned  by  a  distribution  of 
the  avails  ef  the  public  lands  among  the  States? 
They  will  never  willingly  submit,  for  such  a  pur- 
pose, to  »B  annual  tax  upon  teas  and  coffee,  of 

$1,939,451 
XTpoo  siUn,&e.  •  -  -    1,883,499 

Which,  with  die  addition  of  the  charges 
and  expenses  ef  collection,  Ae.  of    -       383  994 

Making  an  aggregate  of  .  .  §4,305,944 

to  be  drawn  year  following  year  from  their  pockets 
as  the  consumers  of  these  esjential  articles  of  life. 

It  has  been  said,  in  argument,  that  the  expenses 
and  charges  of  every  description  necessarily  inci- 
dent to  the  collection  of  the  reventie  arising  from 
Ihe  sales  of  our  public  lands  exceeds  30  per  cent. 
And  the  amendment  proposes — after  all  these  ex- 
penses shall  have  been  incurred — after  the  nett 

avails  shall  have  been  placed  in  the  Treasury 

that  the  amotmt  shall  be  taken  therefjrom  and  given  . 
to  the  Stales,  and  that  a  like  sum  shall  be  drawn 
from  the  people  for  public  use.  Does  it  not  occur 
to  every  man  that  this  very  operation  imposes  a 
tsx  of  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  millions  per  an- 
num, in  the  shape  of  charges  and  expenses^  upon 
Ihe  people,  and  this  without  yielding  ihe  slightest 
benefit  to  any  onel  If  five  millioiu,  when  collect- 
ed, could  be  distributed  to  the  people  apon  the  same 
fixed  ratio,  and  a  like  sum  coald  be  taken  from 
them  upon  the  same  ratio,  without  charge  or  ex- 
pense, no  iijostioe  woald  be  done.  But  it  would 
fw  such  an  extraordinary  operation,  as  would  have 
nothing  but  its  novelty  to  recommend  it.  But  the 
principle  rests  on  bo  such  measure  of  equal  justice. 
The  proposition  is  first  to  collect  into  the  Treasury 
(say  five  millioBs)  Uie  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands,  and  pay  all  the  charges  and  expenses 
of  collecting,  making  a  million  more;  then 
lake  and  divide  among  ihe  States  the  five  mil- 
lions, and  turn  around  and  collect  from  the  peo> 
pie,  by  a  lax  on  imports,  revenue  sufficient  to 
replace  the  five  millions  in  the  Treasary,  and 
pay  all  charges,  which  cannot  amount  to  Im  than 
a  half  million  more.  I  have  said  that  this  amend- 
ment, if  eanied  into  full  effect,  would  operate 
most  oppressively  upon  the  people  of  my  State. 

The  great  articles  of  necessity  which  now  eater 
into  their  consamption,  pay  an  annual  duty  eqaal 
to  one-third  of  revenue  derived  from  imports. 
In  1836,  the  duty  on  salt  was  . .  .  $504,111 
Insameyear  Ihe  duty  on  sugar  •  4,396,988 
la  same  year  Ihe  duty  on  iron  •      3,180,650 

Making  the  sum  of  •  .     $7,081,847 

In  the  year  1837,  the  duties  on  Ihe 

rame  articles  amounted  to  •       6,049,053 

In  the  year  1838,  the  daties  oa  the 

same  artielee  amounted  io  •      5,378,979 

la  the  year  1839,  the  duties  on  Ihe 

same  articles  amounted  to  -       7,114,178 

The  tables  with  which  I  have  been  furnished, 
show  the  precise  daty  on  eaoh  of  the  articles  for 
each  year;  but  the  proportion  is  very  nearly  the 
same  in  each,  as  Ihat  given  in  1836,  and  Ihe  result 
of  the  whole  matter  is,  that  nearly  oae-tbird  of  all 
the  revenue  derived  from  cusums,  is  derived  from 
these  thiee  articles  of  indispensable  necessity.  Add 
to  these  Ihe  duty  on  molanes,  and  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  revenue  is  annually  collected  from  the 
consumers  of  these  four  nec^aaries  of  life,  ibid 
who  are  the  consumers  of  these  dutiable  articles) 
Certainly  Ihe  people  of  my  own  State,  in  a  mnoh 
greater  proportion  to  the  whole  oonsumptioa  than 
her  popalation  bean  to  the  population  of^ihe  whole 
eouniry.  And  why  do  I  say  sot  Because  no  one 
of  these  essential  artioles,  to  any  great  extent,  is 
manufactared  within  the  limits  of  New  Hampshire. 
While  Pennsylvania  makes  her  own  iron— iHule 
New  York  manufaetares  not  only  the  salt  con- 
sumed within  her  limits  west  of  Utica,  but  also- 
most  of  that  eoosumed  in  Ihe  Slates  northwest  of 
lhs|Ohio — while  Louisiana  ,mannfaetares  her  own 
sugar,  dte  people  of  New  Hampshire  are  eompelled 
to  eontom*  anieks  of  this  dewuiplioa,  the  produc- 


tion of  foreign  countries,  and  subject  to  their  od'* 
ous,  uneqaal,  and  oppteecive  system   of  indirect 
taxation.    There  can  be  no  doubt,  then,  that  Ihe 
people  of  my  own  Slate,  from  their  peculiar  location, 
pay  more  than  their  just  proportion  ot  the  revenue 
derived  from  customs.    But  this  is  not  the  only 
burden  connected  with  this  matter,  which  the  peo- 
ple are  compelled  to  bear,  by  the  operations  of  this 
system  of  indirect  taxation.   Let  me  illustrate.  The 
irross  revenue  deiived  from  the  duty  on  salt  from 
1789  to  1838,  both  inclaslve,  am^onls  to  |38,780,- 
754;  and  within  that  period  of  lime,  there  lias  been 
paid  from  the  National  Treasury,  in  bounties  and 
allowances,  $7,119,093,  leaving  only  a  nett   reve- 
nue from  this  source  of  $31,876,101.    While  ibe 
people,  the  actual  consamers  of  this  article,  were 
compelled  ts  pay,  in  the  way  of  duties,  the  whole 
amount  of  the  gross  revenue,  it  results  that  only 
three-foorihs  of  that  amount  finis  its  way  inie  the 
Treasury  for  general  use;  and  so  It  is  with  all  the 
duties  and  taxes  imposed  for  the  purpose  of  reve- 
nue.    The  gross  exceeds  the  imltrevenae  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  per  cent,  per  annnm;  and  it 
is  Ihe  gross  revenue  which  is  collected  from  the  peo- 
ple.   That  is  the  description  of  fevenue  assessed  OB 
foreign  merchandise;  aad  on  that  amount  is  charged 
and  paid  back  to  those  entitled,  not  only  all  draw- 
backs,  but  all  bounties.    Besides,  there  is  paid  out 
of  this  amount,  before  the  nett  balance  goes  iato 
the  Treasury,  all  the  real  and  legitimate  expenses  of 
coUeoiion.    The  merchant  charges  for  his  goods  to 
the  purchaser  from  him,  and  he  to  the  people  an 
additional  price  equal  to  all  which  is  assessed,  as 
the  importing  merchant  has  to  pay  all  which  is 
assessed  to  the  United  States.      I  have   taken 
the  gross  revenue  for  four  years  commencing  with 
1836,^  and  compared  it  with    the   nett  ravenne, 
that  the  people  may  understand  the  burdens  they 
are  made    to    bear.       I     have  ascertained  the 
groes  revenue  derived  from  customs  for  the  years 
1836, 1837, 1838  and  1839,  and  they  make  an  ag- 
gregate of  $95,350,483.    This,  it  is  trae,  is  liable 
to  large  reductions  by  debentures  and  drawbacks 
npon  importations,  but  that  is  the  amount  assessed 
upon  the  people.     I  have  also   ascertained  the 
aetl  revenue  derived  from  imports  for  the  same 
yean,  and  it  amountt  to  $73,875,856,  and  makiag 
a  difference  of  $31,474,556;  a  sum  drawn  from 
the  people  under  this  system  of  nneqaal  taxation. 
It  will  be  seen  that  Ihe  avelrage  aelt  revenue  for 
each  year,  from  customs,  is  a  little  less  than  twenty 
milliens,  aad  if  this  sum  is  f^ly  apportioned  to 
the  population  of   the  whole  country,  it  will  be 
found  that  for  the  years  I  have  mentioned  each 
man,  woman  and  child  would  have  to  pay  annually 
net  less  than  $1  US  per  head;  if  the  gtos  revenue 
should  be  thus  apportioned  it  would  exceed  that 
amount.     The    proportion   of   New  Hampshire 
woald  have  been,  for  each  year,  over  $350,000. 
With  Ihe  present  reduction  of  duties,  including  all 
charges  aad  expense,  if  divided  according  to  the 
popalation,  it  woald  impose  a  per  eapiu  tax  of  a, 
least  one  dollar  per  annum.  The  proportion  then  ot 
the  import  daties  of  NewJHampshire, would  now  bef 
aceofding  to  ihat  estimate  a  lax  of  $385,000  anno- 
ally.   la  a  pecaaiary  point  of  view  let  as  see  how 
New  Hampshire  would 'stand.  She  would  receive, 
if  five  millioiu  shonkl  be  distributed,  according  to 
the  ratio  named,  (the  number  of  represeniatives 
in  both  Houses  in  Congress)  about  $119,000;  aad 
the  lax  which  she  would  have  to  bear,  ia  first  col- 
lecting five  millions  from  the  public  lands  for  dis. 
Iribution,  and  then  coUeoUng  five  millions  on  im- 
ports to  supply  the  defidi,  estimating  the  chaiges, 
losses,  aad  all  ezpensss  for  such  an  operation  at 
two  millions  of  doUats,  which  is  much  too  low,  if 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  correct  in  the  es- 
timates contained  in  his  tariff  report,  would  amount 
to  not  less  than  $170,000,  making  a  dead  loss  to 
the  Slate  of  at  least  $50,000  annually.    Bat  ibis 
is  not  all.    The  injustice  of  a  tax  upon  imports 
renders  that  system  of  taxatien  peculiarly  objeo- 
tionable,  unequal  and  oppressive  to  the  people  of 
my  native  Stale. 

The  consumer,  all  admit,  has  aldiiiateiy  to  pay 
the  dutiee  on  impera.  Is  this  a  lax  on  property? 
No,  sir,lit  may  with  much  mora  tnith  be  denomina- 
ted a  poll-Mt;penonal-.«  ptreif^  tax.  I  am  fami- 
liarly aoqaaintod  wi^  a  liaf^  iadividaal  tendinf 
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in  ibe  lovn  adjoining  the  cm*  in  wtrich  I  lire;  he 
lia5«family,  aad  is  a  man  of  large  pioperiy.  I 
will  lake  fifty  families  in  (bis  same  town,  the  ag- 
gregate  o(  whose  wealth  woqU  not  rqnal  bis,  and 
yet  each  one  of  those  families  coosame  as  mnch 
tea,  as  much  salt,  as  mnch  ssf  ar,  as  mneh  molas- 
ees,  and  oontribare  as  mocb  towards  the  reTenoe 
darived  from  customs,as  the  individoal  referred  to. 
This  is  not  a  tolitary  case;  tbey  are  of  common  oe- 
enrrence.  And  can  any  man  say,  with  a  know- 
ledge o(  these  facts,  ibat  an  impost  lax  is  not  a 
most  nneqnal,  and,  ooDseqaently,  a  most  uajnst 
tax  upon  ihe  peoplel  !The  mechanics,  the  working- 
men  of  the  eoanirv,  are  the  coDsomcis  of  yoarda- 
tiable  articles.  Toe  men  of  moderate  esta'es — (he 
farmers  and  laborers,  with  their  familifg,  are 
among  ihj;e  who  consnme  the  necessaries,  and 
many  of  them  what  are  called  the  laxnHrs  of  life. 
In  my  own  town  I  know  an  individual  who  earns 
bis  daily  bread  by  bis  daily  labor,  yet  consamesin 
bfs  family  a  greater  amount  of  articles  subject  to 
daiy  than  my  neighbor  worth  a  half  a  million  of 
dollars.  It  is  the  ineqnality  in  opr ra'ion  of  this 
fax  on  imporis  that  reDiders  it  oppressive,  and 
ehoald  never  incline  Cengress  to  resort  to  it,  except 
for  lh«  porpose  of  revenue.  But  sir,  entirely  dif- 
ferent is  ibat  portion  of  the  rsvenue  derived  from 
land! — that  portion  which  it  is  now  propoeed  to  dis- 
tribute among  ihs  iftafes,  thaR  inorea.«ing  the  bur- 
dens of  that  portien  of  the  community  now  op- 
pressed. That  is  a  tax  upon  property;  tbfe  poor 
man  feels  it  not;  he  goes  inio  tbe  wilderness  of  the 
West,  pays  his  two  hundred  dollan  for  his  qaaiter 
section,  and  gets  a  good  bargain.  It  is  a  source  of 
revenue  which  should  be  carefully  protected,  for 
every  dollar  thus  collected  is  a  direct  benefit  to  the 
other  tax  payers — the  consumers  of  dutiable  arti- 
cles. It  would  be  a  most  happy  state  of  things 
could  every  dollar  of  revenne  wanted  for  the  nse 
of  the  Oovernmrnt  be  derived  from  the  public 
lands.  I  am  in  favor  of  a  tax  on  Inxaries  but  I 
would  impose  that  tax  in  order  to  do  something 
like  equal  justice  to  all  the  tax  payers.  That 
would  to  some  extent  operate  as  a  tax  upon  proper- 
ty, and  if  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  is  ready 
to  go  along  with  me  to  do  substantial  justice  to  the 
people  of  bis  native  State,  I  would  say  to  him, 
wtiile  you  impose  taxes  apon  luxuries,  take  taxes 
off  from  the  necessaries  Of  life;  while  yon  are  dis- 
posed to  eollfct  revenue  from  the  rich,  take  from 
the  poor  the  burdens  which  bear  them  down.  This 
would  indeed  be  justice,  and  substantial  justice. 

If  I  had  lime,  there  is  one  view  of  this  subject 
Tiron  which  I  should  like  further  to  enlarge,  and 
that  {>,  the  pecuniary  eSitct  which  the  distribution 
to  the  States  would  produce  upon  tbe  people. 
Does  it  not  occur  to  every  person,  that  while  you 
make  the  proposed  distribution  to  tbe  Stales,  yon 
confer  no  general  benefit  upon  the  peopM  If,  for 
instance,  tbe  share  assigned  te  Indiana  goes  ts  re- 
lieve her  to  that  extent  from  her  indebtedness,  is  it 
not  manifest  that  tnch  an  applicatinn  of  the  fund 
would  be  an  unequal  tax  upon  the  poor,  and  fur 
tbe  benefit  of  the  tichi  If  the  debt  of  Indiana  were 
to  be  diicharged  by  tbe  means  of  direct  taxation 
iip*n  her  people,  the  property  of  the  Siaie  in  sueh 
a  case  would  bear  tbe  burden;  but  if  any  portion  of  tbe 
debt  fhall  be  discharged  by  duties  or  imports,  then 
the  effect  would  be  to  tax  the  consumers  of  the  du- 
tiable articles — not  a  lax  upon  property,  tut  upon 
connimplton — a  most  unequal,  and,  eotuejttenfly,  a 
matt  tpprtitive  tax.  There  is  no  way  that  New 
Hampshire  could  appropriate  her  distributive  share 
so  as  to  produce  equality  and  justice  in  its  opera- 
tions upon  her  people.  If  the  principal  b*  funded, 
and  the  interest  be  annually  applied  for  tbe  sup- 
port of  the  State  Government,  is  it  not  apparent 
that  the  principal,  in  each  a  case,  wouM  be  sup- 
plied by  the  unequal  contributions  of  the  poor! 
And  such  would  be  the  effect  if  the  amount  was 
Ainded,  and  the  interest  applied  for  the  support  of 
oar  schools.  These  funds  are  now  raised  by  a  lax 
on  property.  But  if  supplied  in  th«  manner  I  have 
named,  does  It  not  at  once  occur  to  every  man  that 
'die  ^ame  would  be  prodnotd  by  the  odious  and  op- 
pressive lax  imposed  upon  the  eonsomption  on  this 
eoeasion.  But,  Mr.  Piasident,  if  tiie  faad  should 
lie  applied  for  Stato  iaiwaal  improveiMfil*— for  the 
fOBWactioii  «f  a  niifoiul  vpoa  the  btnkf  of  the 


Conneciicat — would  the  btnefit  conferred  to  tbe 
People  of  my  State  be  in  proportion  to  their  oontri- 
botionst  Ab,  sir;  the  citizens  remote  from.the  im- 
provement would  derive  tio  earibly  advantage  by 
any  such  application  of  the  fund.  That  portion  of 
her  population  who  reside  on  her  granite  hills— 
among  the  fjsincsses  of  her  monntains— ^o  far 
from  realizing  a  benefit  from  any  such  appropria- 
tion of  the  fund,  would  be  compelled  to  bear  an 
increased  taxation  to  advance  tbe  interesisof  rich 
individuals  and  rich  corporoltoiu.  But,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  cannot  pursue  ibis  subject  further  on  this 
oecasion. 

Uponthe  expediency  of  now  providine  for  the 
disiribuiioo  among  the  States,  of  that  portion  of  tbe 
revenue  derived  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
I  have  to  add,  that  while  the  balance  exists  a;i;ain8t 
the  lands,  and  in  favor  ol  the  Treasury,  no  measnie 
could  be  more  utijust.  I  do  not  purpose  to  go  into 
tbe  consider:!  lion  of  that  matter.  On  a  former  oc- 
casion I  attempted  to  perform  that  duty.  The  re- 
sult of  my  calculations  at  that  time  showed  that  the 
Trearury  was  ftreaily  in  advance.  And  ibe  calcu- 
laiioBs  which  were  recentiv  presented  by  ibe  hono- 
rable Senator  from  New  York,  confirms,  to  some 
extent,  my  own  results.  At  alt  events  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  upon  a  full,  a  just,  and  honrat  ex- 
pose of  the  account  current  between  the  Treasury 
and  the  public  lands,  millions  would  be  found  dne 
to  tbe  Treasury.  Would  there  then  be,  sir,  any 
semblance  of  justice  in  dittribuiing  this  part  of  the 
public  reyenue,  when  the  money  drawn  from  the 
pockets  Of  the  people  for  the  acquisition  of  tbe  pab- 
iic  domain  has  not  been  reimbursed — and  drawn 
too  by  the  unequal  operation  of  taxes  on  Imporisl 
I  place  ibis  fact  before  the  Senate;  and  I  would  ap- 
peal to  their  sense  of  justice,  whether  they  are  pre- 
pared to  distribute  the  proceeds  cf  tbe  lands  amoat; 
tbe  Slates,  before  the  co»ts  and  charges  inearred  in 
acquiring  and  preserving  themshall  have  been  paid. 
It  was  due  to  the  subject — it  was  doe  to  Ihe  people, 
that  this  panicniar  matter  of  receipts  and  expendi- 
itores  should  be  exhibited — that  the  accottnt  be- 
tween Ihe  Treasury  and  the  lands  should  be  stated. 
It  ba<  been  done  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  York;  and  I  thank  him,  and  Ihe  country  wilL 
thank  bim  for  tbe  exhibit.  Independent  of  every 
other  consideration,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  fact  of 
there  being  a  great  balance  due  to  the  Treasury 
from  the  land%  I  would  not  pan  with  the  control  of 
Ihe  proceeds  of  tbe  sales.  I  would  hold  them  for 
the  use,  the  benefit,  and  the  interest  cf  Ihe  whole 
people,  to  whom  they  rightfully  beloof;.  I  would 
do  this,  wherever  the  application  of  iheir  own 
means  have  added  to  the  Union  an  extensive  do- 
main. And  until  these  means  shall  be  reimbursed, 
it  would  be  unjust  to  the  great  body  of  the  lax- 
payers  to  disiribnie  tbe  portion  of  Ihe  public  reve- 
nne derived  from  lands. 

Mr.  President,  the  State  in  which  1  reside  asks 
no  favon  of  ihix  sort  at  the  hands  of  Congress.  She 
has  regarded  lhi:i  Qovemmcnt  as  constituted  for  a 
wholly  different  purpose  than  to  dispense  charities 
to  the  different  members  of  tbe  Cenfedvracy.  New 
Hampshire  has  looked  upon  this  Government  as 
deriving  all  its  force— all  its  energy,  and  all  its 
power  from  Ihe  people— e«  mx)st  empbaiically  a 
Government  of  the  people.  She  regarded  the  pub- 
lic revenues  as  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the 
true  sovereignspf  this  Republic.  New  Hampshire, 
I  am  happy  to  say,  is  a  non-debtor  Sute.  But 
unlike  North  Carolina  and  Delaware,  she 
has-  no  ample  funds  ia  reserve  for  her  ns«. 
No,  sir,  she  is,  llumk  Qti,  lf«e  from  debt. 
Her  institutions  are  supported  by  the  eonlri- 
butioas  of  her  people,  year  following  year. 
Tbey  know  the  value  ef  their  Government 
bceawse  it  receives  its  support,  its  life  and  being, 
from  the  revenues  derived  from  the  direct  taxation 
of  her  people.  Sir,  it  is  matter  of  gratification  to 
us,  that  we  have  no  fuch  ample  means  in  reserve, 
upon  which  we  can  draw  for  the  support  of  our 
schools,  our  highways,  and  of  all  the  other  institu* 
lions  of  our  Commonwealth.  In  proportion  to  our 
popalation  and  territory,  there  is  not  a  Slate  in  this 
Confederacy  whose  alfairs  are  condnoied  with  more 
eeoaomy,  or  whose  administration  inspires  more 
eoaidenee.  Her  primary  schools,  tmr  lUerary  in- 
BtitotioBs,  are  b«r  pride,  her  boast,  and  her  hoaor; 


and  whether,  according  to  the  judgemcBi  of  ihe  Se- 
nator from  Indiana,  [Mr.  White,]  <'li«r  pcapte 
read  right  books"  or  not,  it  u  enough  for  me  to 
know  that  tbey  not  only  read,  but  think  and  act  for 
themselves;  and  it  would  have  been  beHrr  for  la- 
diana  if  she  bad  imitated  the  example  of  the  Ghat- 
nite  Stale,  extended  her  system  of  education,  aa<I 
avoided  ibat  evil  with  which  the  is  visited,  a  &ate 
debt.  New  Hamp^hire,  as  a  Sia'e,  would  not  ce- 
gard  her  share  in  tbe  distribution  of  the  pnblic  reve- 
nne as  a  favor  conferred.  No,  ^ir,  she  would  look 
npon  it  at  a  curse.  Sir,  I  have  some  feeUag, 
some  little  information  npon  this  very  sabjeei.  I 
voted  for  the  deposite  act  of  1836.  I  felt  it  to  be 
my  boanden  dniy  at  tbe  time,  looking  to  the  per- 
maneni  security  of  our  pablic  leveaues.  New 
Hampshire  then  received  her  share  of  the  deposite 
made  under  that  act;  and  it  has  proved  any  Mmg 
but  a  blessing  to  my  people.  While  the  piincipal 
is  held  sacred,  at  this  very  moment,  for  the  use  of 
lbs  General  Government,  yet  its  primary  disposi- 
tion distnrl>ed  the  harmony  of  our  legislative  as- 
sembly, and  the  disposition  of  the  accioiag  iaie- 
'  rest  neither  fertilizes  oar  soil,  enriehes  iis  ownaa, 
or  improves  ihe  character  and  condition  cf  our 
people.  Sir,  knowing  as  I  do  the  effect  which  Ins 
been  produced  in  my  own  State  by  the  depoeite  of 
the  public  funds,  in  J836-7,  in  her  Treasury,  I  have 
cause  to  lament,  and  deeply  do  I  lament,  that  I 
ever  gave  my  vote  in  favor  of  the  deposite  act  of 
1836.  No  consideration,  sir,  conid  now  tempt  m« 
to  da  tbe  like  again.  Looking  to  ihe  pro^peritjr, 
to  the  industry,  to  the  happiness  and  well  being  of 
the  pe(  pie  of  my  State,  L  can  give  no  support  to 
this  distribution  measure.  I  would  not  inflict  npoa 
them,  a  second  time,  such  a  curse. 

Mr.  President,  there  seems  to  be  a  delusion  upon 
this  whole  subject.  Why,  I  wonltl  a^k,  shall  we 
distribute  amoo  j  the  Stales  any  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue?  Why  make  such  an  abstraction  from' 
the  public  Treasury?  Why  divide  with  one  hand 
and  exact  with  the  oiheit  Why  send  forth  to  tbe 
States  your  pnblic  treasure  on  one  day,  and  on  tbe 
ntxt  send  among  tbe  people  your  lax  gatherers,  to 
collect  aud  to  return  tu  the  Treasury  that  of  wiuch 
it  has  been  thus  wantonly  and  rashly  detpoiledl 
Why  should  all  these  things  happen? 

Mr.  President,  It  would  be  difficult  to  give  sneh 
an  answer  to  these  inquiries  as  will  satisfy  the  Ame- 
rican people.  If  we  distribute  tbe  revenue  among 
the  States,  we  shall  take  one  fatal  step  towards 
tbe  de^tructiea  of  their  spirit  of  loAy  independence, 
and  reduce  them  to  the  degrading  condition  of  ser- 
vility and  dependence  upoa  the  Gineral  Govern- 
meat.  Thi<  is  not  all:  if  we  disiribuie  the  revenues 
among  the  Stales,  we  shall  not  only  destroy  their 
pride  ac^d  love  of  liberty,  but  we  shall  piralyae 
the  entrgies  and  efforts  of  the  people  theotselves. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  less  than  a  year  s'met 
I  addressed  this  Senate  upon  this  very  ques- 
tion of  dislribttticg  the  public  revenues.  I 
then  pottiayed  tbe  consequence  of  tbe  mea- 
sure ,  upon  the  States  and  upon  the  people. 
I  can  add  nothing  new.  t  have  given  to  this 
subject  all  tbe  consideration  which  its  importance 
demands.  I  have  given  to  it  my  best  thoughts — 
my  best  reflections.  And  I  would  not  new  wish  to 
gainsay  any  thing  in  relation  to  this  proposilioB 
which  I  said  in  ray  speech  upon  tbe  assumption  of 
the  Slate  debts  on  February  7, 1840.  I  cannot  sop- 
port  this  measure.  I  regard  it  as  destructive  of  the 
independence  of  the  Stales — as  tenJiag  to  eormpt 
and  degrade  tbe  people — as  subversive  cf  the  great 
objects  of  this  Government — »s  conflicting  with  the 
plain  provisions  of  the  Constitution — as  dangeroos 
to  popular  liberty — as  luequal,  unjust,  and  oppres- 
sive in  its  consequences  upon  the  lax  payers  of  the 
Republic 

Mr.  President,  in  all  human  probability  this  is 
the  last  lime  that  I  shall  address  the  Senate  of  ihs 
United  States  upon  this  momentous  qltestiol^  as 
my  place  in  ibis  body  will  soon  be  occupied  by 
anotnet.  With  deep  reluctance  have  I,  even  at 
this  time,  trespassed  upon  the  patience  of  this  as- 
sembly. I  wa;  aware  that  the  subject  had  lost 
mueh  of  the  interest  which  was  excited  at  the  com* 
meaeement  of  the  debate.  I  was  aware  that  the  Se- 
nate hadbeoomeiiiedofthedisctueiaB.  I  was^i;^ 
that  I  eute  forward  iui4»  every  discona^eiMjiw. 
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Bui,  sir,  a  high  sriue  of  public  duty  has  iadnced 
ne  to  maks  ibe  rffort.  I  knew  full  well  ibe  senti* 
mcDia  of  Ibe  people  of  my  own  State.  mX  was  fa- 
miliarviththe  resolmions  of  the  ]>gtslatare  of 
New  Hampshire  touching  this  sabject.  I  could 
not  hesitate  to  take  the  earliest  opportonity  to  de- 
clare once  more  the  magnaaimous,  the  patriotic 
scDtiments  of  my  people.  I  should  have  been 
faithless  to  hny  pablic.duty.  I  should  have  been 
regardless  of  my  responsibilities,  had  I  failed  to 
neak  forth  my  vieW'-,  when  I  had  the  proud  satic 
nciion  of  knowiog  ihat,  in  speaking  my  yenti- 
menis,  I  spoke  the  independent,  the  manly,  the  no- 
ble sintiments  of  a  great  majority  of  the  freemen 
of  my  native  State.  Sir,  I  have  said  all  ihat  I 
wish  to  say.  I  have  performed  a  duty  which  I 
owed  to  myself — to  my  Slate — to  my  beloved 
country.  And  when  I  sbaU  close  my  public  life, 
if  I  could  realise  that  my  public  eflbrts  bad,  even 
for  a  time,  stayed  the  progress  of  a  measure  as 
eorropt,  and  as  eorrapting  as  I  regard  the  mea- 
sure before  ns;  if  I  could  but  realize  that 
the  sentiments  which  I  bad  delivered  had,  in 
•ay  way,  tended  to  defeat  the  project  for  distribut- 
ing among  the  Slala  the  money  of  the  ftoflt,  1 
shoold  have  great  cause  of  joy. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  add,  in  conclusion,  that 
the  active  friends  of  this  measure — so  fatal  to  the 
Independence  of  tbe  Slates— to  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  the  people — should  they  ever  be  able 
to  indnee  an  American  Congress  to  pass  it  through 
the  forms  of  legislation,  and  to  make  it  the  law  of 
the  land,  will  hare  thrown  upon  themselves  an  aw- 
fal  responsibility.  If  this  measure  should  be  ap- 
prored^if  it  should  become  a  law,  in  the  present 
condition  of  oar  public  finances,  and  in  the  present 
prospects  of  oar  country — I  should  consider  that 
tbe  love  of  money  had  controlled  every  other  con- 
sideration; I  should  consider  ihat  the  powsr  of  cor- 
porations had  mtTfWJtni  Mw  rfgtfs  ontt  HicrfMS  tf 
fkt  ptopU. 

Mr.  PIERCE  said  ihe  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  being  indivisible,  a  question  of  some 
embarrassment  wa«  presented  to  him,  and  in  this 
view,  and  this  alone,  he  rose  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks by  way  of  explanation.  If  in  that  land 
mfitem  which  had  w«rk-d  so  loiig  and  to  favorably 
for  tbe  letileca,  tbe  States,  and  the  Federal  Gorern' 
ment,  there  was  to  be  any  radical  change,  snob  as 
was  coatenplaied  by  the  respective  propositions  of 
the  8enat«rs  from  Kentneky  [Mr.  CairrENDaif] 
and  Illinois,  [Mr.  Yaima,]  be  uadonbtedly  bad  a 
prefereitcs,  and  a  very  deckled  preference.  Hi^ 
aeeire,  however,  was  to  see  that  magnificent  in- 
henianee,  which  had  descended  to  this  from  a  past 
generation — that  vast  and  rich  domain — be  might 
almost  say  pwrpstual  source  of  reTenue.— kept  as  a 
common  fund,  free  and  anencnmbered,  under  the 
•zchlsive  control  of  Congress,  to  be  used  in 
saeh  manner,  and  for  such  national  pniposes, 
as  the  exigencies  of  tbe  conniiy  might 
from  time  to  time  demand.  This,  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  (without  attempting  to  lift 
the  Teil  which  cxelndes  as  firom  tbe  fotnre,) 
to  be  the  safe  and  pmdent  course,  to  say  tbe  least. 
It  possessed  no  charm  of  novelty,  boi  it  had  what 
was  better— what  shonid  not  be  lightly  disregarded 
in  pnblic  kSitirs  or  in  the  transactions  of  private 
life.  It  was  sanctioned  by  the  lessons  of  long  ex- 
perienee.  He,  then,  was  opposed  to  both  proposi- 
tions; but,  if  either  was  to  be  adopted,  the  snbsii- 
tote  enjoyed,  In  his  estimation,  many  and  decided 
adrantage*.  There  was  one  provision,  however, 
which  eemmended  itself  particularly  not  only  to  his 
feeliags  of  patriotism,  bat  to  his  deliberate  judg- 
ment, and  wotild  control  tbe  rote  he  was  about  to 
fire.  He  referred  to  tbe  last  section,  which  pro- 
vided, that  tbe  sixty-five  per  cent,  of  tbe  proceeds 
of  the  sales,  eboald  be  set  apart  and  exciuxively 
applied  to  thegradnal  Increase  of  the  navy  and  tbe 
ereeiion  of  such  foriificaiions  fjr  the  general  dc- 
Dnee  cf  tbe  conntry,  as  Congress  may  hereafier 
order  and  diiect.  He  had  endeavored,  dur- 
ing the  last  session  of  Congresb-,  to  call 
the  attention  ef  the  conntry  to  t>>is  long 
ne^leeted^  and  meet    inteickting  ^nestkm  of  oar 


national  defences,  and  he  desired  to  say  now, 
that  there  was  hardly  a  constitutional  measure 
having  these  great  ubjrc'.s  in  view,  that  would  not 
receive  his  cordial  eanciion  and  support.  Whether 
the  appiehensions  expressed  by  his  colleagse,  of 
collision  with  a  foreign  power,  of  rast  resources 
and  grasping  policy,  hid  any  reasonable  founda- 
tion, this  was  not  the  time  perhaps  to  inquire. 
Oar  relations  with  Qreat  Britain,  he  might  be  per< 
milled  to  say,  were  not  altogether  what  could  be 
desired.  Negoiiatioo  in  relation  to  the  Noribeast- 
era  boundary  had  for  a  long  series  of  years  been 
signally  unsuccesstul.  Was  there  any  recent  intel- 
ligence calculated  to  inspire  brighter  hopes  of  an 
amicable  determination  of  the  controversy?  If  so, 
it  bad  not  come  to  bis  knowledge.  There  was,  it 
was  true,  what  ihere  had  always  been  in  relation 
to  thi$  matter,  from  h  gh  authority  .assurances  of  an 
amicable  and  friendly  disposition  on  both  sides;  but 
where  was  the  acknowledgement  of  our  just  rights 
or  tbe  approximation  of  such  acknowledgmenll 
Moreorer,  bad  not  every  gentleman  read  with  pain 
the  recent  correspoadsnce  of  the  British  Minister  and 
our  Secretary  of  State,  upon  another  delicate  ques- 
tion involvia;  the  rights  of  the  two  Governments, 
and  deeply  affecting  the  sensibilities  of  the  people 
of  both?  In  this  posture  of  our  relations,  did  it  be- 
come US  on  the  Western  continent,  while  ihe  sword 
of  conquest  or  of  subjagation  was  already  waving 
in  triumph  over  tbe  East,  to  slumber  or  repose  in 
secniityl  He  knew  that  in  answer  to  such  a  ques- 
tion, iLece  would  come  op  a  full  and  unequivocal 
negative  response  from  Ike  feopi*,  thiough  the 
whole  length  and  breadth  of  tbe  Union.  Bat  when 
would  action  foUowl  When  would  that  voice  im- 
peratively demand  the  necessary  legislationl  Would 
it  be  resorted  to  seasonably?  or  would  it  be  deferied 
to  a  moment  when  argumentation  might  be  drowned 
in  the  loud  reproaches  of  citizens  banished  from 
unprotected  and  rained  citiesi  He  said  these 
things,  not  to  awake  alarm,  or  to  excite  any  nnn«- 
cs>sary  feeling,  but  to  arouse  to  a  sense  of  possible 
danger,  and  absolute  duty.  It  was  an  astonishing 
fact,  that  with  the  disasters  that  attended  the  early 
periods  of  the  late  war,  Creth  in  our  recollection,  we 
were  at  tbi<  moment  relatively  more  deficient  in  pre- 
paration for  a  confl.ct  wiih  Great  Britain  than  we 
then  were;  and  yet  a  debate  bas  occupied  the  Senate 
for  weeks  upon  the  qarsUon  of  diitribntiug  to  tbe 
Sa'es  a  fund  not  in  poHtssion,  but  hereafter 
to  accrue.  He  would  not  pui  sue  this  subject  of  the 
defences,  which  would  be  legitimately  before  the 
Senat':  when  another  bill  upon  the  calendar  should 
be  taken  up,  further  than  to  remark,  that  whether 
war  were  remote  or  near,  (aad  he  devoutly  hoped 
the  former  might  prove  to  be  the  case,)  it  was  un* 
deoiably  theptrt  cf  statesmanlike  forecast  and  ele- 
vated patriotism  to  provide  for  tbe  wor>t,  and  to  do 
it  in  view  of  onr  exposed  condition  and  of  the  Tart- 
ness of  the  interests  involved.  As  bad  bern  before 
remarked,  his  object  in  rising  was  not  to  partici- 
pate in  the  debate,  but  merely  to  makd  such  an  ex- 
planation as  would  place  the  rote  he  was  about  to 
give  upon  its  true  ground,  and  beyond  tbe  reach  of 
misconstruction.  It  wuuld  only  express  his  choice 
between  the  two  propositions;  he  was  opposed  lo, 
and  wonid  uliiraaiely  vote  against  both-  The  sta^e 
of  tbe  Treasury,  and  tbe  condition  of  the  country, 
seemed  to  him  alike  to  forbid  any  great  change  in 
tbe  land  system,  or  any  experiments  upon  the  reve- 
nue, such  as  either  of  the  proposed  plans  would  n«- 
cesfarily  involve.  With  regard  to  the  project  of 
disiribatien,  be  de.«ired  to  say  it  would  encounter 
bis  opposition  at  whatever  time,  and  in  whatever 
form,  it  might  be  presented. 

In  his  judgment  it  wa;  repugnant  to  clear  con- 
stitutional principles,  am!  the  highest  considera- 
tions of  public  policy.  How  this,  or  that,  or  the 
other  Slate  was  to  be  relieved  from  the  burden  of 
their  heavy  debts,  were  quesiious  to  be  referred  to 
the  resources  and  Ihe  financial  skill  and  policy  of 
each  for  Itself.  For  New  Hampshire,  he  wonId 
say,  that  while  she  soaght  no  aid  from  abroad,and 
would  promptly  pay  all  debis  of  her  own  contract- 
ing, her  people  would  never  consent  to  be  taxed  ia 
any  way  to  pay  the  debts  of  othen^.  There  was  no 
question  npon  which  the  opinion  of  that  people  wac 
more  sound,  or  more  uniform;  and  that  judgment 
had  been  deliberately  formed,  alter  seme  experio 


eaee  in  the  supposed  advantages  of  distribntieB. 
Opposed  as  they  were,  most  decidedly  to  the  distii* 
button  even  of  our  turphi*J%i»dt,  it  conld  require  ao 
partiealat  sagacity  to  luieeee  bow  they  would  rtccitc 
the  absurd  proposition  to  gram  to  tbe  Slatea,  in 
their  corporate  capacities,  to-day,  what,  it  wae  no* 
torious,  must,  by  iaxation,'direct,  or  indirect,  be  en- 
acted with  all -the  expenses  of  disbursement  and 
collection, from  thepetiple  in  thcir'indindnalcapt- 
cities,  to-morrow.  ^ 


SPEECH  OF  MR.   ALLEN, 

OP  OHIO. 
/tt  Smote,  Jiondni,  Jamury  35, 1841 — On  the  propo- 
sition of  Mr.  Crittcnoen  to  distribute  the  pro- 
ceeds of  Ibe  sales  of  tbe  public  lands  lo  the 
Stales,  submitted  as  an  amendment  to  the  pie- 
empiion  bill,  then  under  consideration. 
Mr.  ALLEN  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 
If,  Mr.  President,  a  British  Minister  were,  uptm 
this  floor,  to  .propose  measures  for  our  adoption- 
measures  most  beneficial  to  his  own  couniry  and 
ruinons  to  ours — he  would,  I  prciume,  in  the  first 
place,  advise  this  Gorernmenl  to  mortgage  its 
whole  domain  to  the  bankers  of  England,  in  secu- 
rity for  the  debts  of  tbe  Stales.  Next,  he  would 
insist  that  the  five  millions  of  dollars,  now  annually 
brought  to  the  Treasury  from  the  sale  of  this  do- 
main, should  be  paid  to  those  bankers  ihrongh  tbe 
agency  of  the  Slater — ihey  being  eonsiitated  thus 
British  faciors  to  receive  and  to  remit  the  amouQ'. 
To  supply  the  consequent  deficiency  in  the  national 
income,  be  would  Inrlher  teaommend  tbe  imposi- 
tion of  a  new  tax,  equivalent  to  that  sum,  npon 
the  American  people,  and  particularly  npon  those 
of  the  Sotnk  and  West.  Then,  would  he  advite 
that  this  additional  burden  should  be  levied  as  a 
duty  upon  tbe  siiks  and  win^  received  by  us  from 
France,  in  exchange  for  onr  cotlon;  and  upon  this 
lattei  would  he  more  especially  insist,  because  the 
imposition  of  such  a  doty  would  inevitably  divert 
our  whole  trade  in  cotton  from  that  conntry  to 
England;  and  by  giving  a  monopoly  to  her  of  this 
great  product  of  our  soil,  comprehending,  as.it 
does,  one-half  of  our  entire  expoits,  enable  tbe 
English  purchaser  lo  fix  bis  own  prices  upoa  it. 

Such  would  be  tbe  counsels  of  a  British  Mi- 
nisiei;bm,  sir,  there  is  no  Biiiish  Minister  npon 
this  floor.  And  yet  we  have  beard  these  very 
measures,  one  and  all,  urged  upon  us — urged  with 
zeal  and  with  passion — and  that,  too,  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  froot  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  WxBsrca,] 
the  rery  man  who  ii  soon  to  become  the  organ  of 
intercourse  between  his  own  and  the  British  Go- 
remment 

In  order  t«  attain  these  results  with  the 
apparent  sanction  of  tbe  Constiintion,  and  theie- 
(ore  to  veil  its  breach,  as  well  as  the  fright- 
ful  consequences  of  such  measures,  from  the 
eyes  of  the  people,  words  and  things  have  been 
transposed;  objec's  professed,  whilst  the  opposite 
are  sou^bi;  and  reason  as  well  as  troth  been  made 
sabordinate  to  a  form  of  phraseology,  which  both 
condemn.  That  the  people  may  not  start  at  this 
levy  of  a  British  tax,  yearly,  of  five  millions  upon 
th«m,  it  ii  proposed,  first,  lo  ooUect  it  through  tbe 
tecret  means  of  ttie  customs;  it  is  next  declared  to 
be  a  lax  on  luxuries  merely,  and  Iherefoie  a  b«f 
den  alone  upon  tbe  rich;  and,  finally,  its  payment 
to  British  bankers,  wben  collected,  i<  to  be  called  a 
dislr'.bution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
ta  the  Siates.  But  the  imposture  slops  not  here. 
For,  whilst  it  is  by  ^11  roneeded,  including  the  Se- 
nator himself,  that  Congress  haj  no  authority  in 
the  Conslitntion  todistribnte  the  national  revenue, 
yet  he  seeks  that  authority,  first,  by  going  behind 
and  beyond  the  Conslitntion  to  the  deeds  of  cea- 
sion;  then,  by  denying  tbe  name  of  revenue  to  the 
fund  derived  from  the  lands;  and,  in  the  end,  by  re- 
turnin;;  to  tbe  Constitatioo,  in  order  to  embrace 
lands  HSVir  ctdti. 

In  the  first  part  of  Ibis  eircoiious  sophistry,  we 
are  told  that  the  public  domain  is  not  tbe  property 
of  the  States,  united  as  a  whole  in  their  character 
of  a  Federal  Union,  but  held  by  them  in  this  cha- 
racter as  a  trust  for  the  benefit,  severally,  of  the 
individual  Siates.  This  is  said  to  be  manifest 
from  Ihe  oeasiona  executed  by  a  part  of  the  Btt^tt 
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to  the  oU  Congress  cf  tbe  Conrederation;  and  it  is 
upon  iheaisampUon  of  tkit  fact  that  the  argomeat 
is  rested,  which  deduces  from  those  cessions  (be 
power  of  the  present  GoTernmenl,  acting  under  a 
Cooatjtittion  since  adopted,  to  distribate  tbe  rere- 
■ae  arising  firom  tU  the  lands  among  the  Siaies  in- 
diTidnallr*  But,  sir,  all  tbe  lands  were  never  so 
ceded.  On  tbe  contrary,  the  greater  part  Ke  far 
beyond  what  were  ever  the  utmost  limits  of  the 
eedtni^States,  and  were  parchased  by  thiSi^  from 
forei^  (lOTenimeats,  since  the  Conslilalion  was 
adopted.  Here,  then,  whilst  the  claim  of  power  to 
distribote,  founded  npon  the  alleged  character  of 
the  cession,  is  extended  over  tbe  tnlir*  domain,  the 
cessions  tbemselTes  are  found  to  embrace  but  an 
inconsiderable  fwrt. 

As  to  this  portion  thus  ceded  prior  to  thp  Con< 
stitniion,  it  has  been  shown,  by  other  Senators,  to 
iiavebe<m  vested,  not  in  trust,  but  in  absolute  pro- 
perty, in  tbe  Confederation.    Yet,  I  advert  to  this 
without  deeming  it  important.    For  the  object  of 
the  ceding  States,  whatever  it  might  then  have 
been,  has  since  become  utterly  immaterial;  because 
thisOovemment  holds  no  power  over  the  lands  in 
Tirtne  of  those  cessions,  but  by  an  express  grant 
ia  tbe  Constitution.    From  that  source  alone,  it 
derives  authority  over  all  things  subject  to  its  ac- 
tion.   Beyond  that,  it  has  no  power  to  go;  because 
it  would  then  be  beyond   (he  source  of  its  own 
Existence.     The  Constitution  was  not,  as  many 
suppose,  the  reorganization  of  a  previously  existing 
system,  bat  an  original — a  first  Oovemwent  within 
itself;  tbe  old  Confederation  having  'possessed  not 
one— not  even  the  first — faculty  of  a  Government: 
acting,  as  it  did,  never  on  men  but  States,  and  de- 
pendent, at  it  was,  on  volition  solely  for  obedience. 
Ilie  ceding  Slates — the  States  to  which  tbe  cessions 
weremad<—«li  the,  parties  to  tbe  cessions,  were 
alikeparties  to  the  Constitution.    Their  objects  in 
its  adoption  were  ihe  same;  and,  as  the  Confedera- 
tion was  dissolved  in  that  very  act,  a  readjustment 
was  necessarily  made  of  their  relative  rights  and 
interests,  equally  in  the  lands  at  in  every  thing  else. 
For  the^  reasons  it  was  that  Congress,  by  an  ex- 
press grant  in  the  Constitaiion,  was  authorized  to 
"dispose  of  tbe  public  lands;"  a  prant  amonntinf , 
in  itself,  to  a  cession  anew — to  a  constitutional  ces- 
sion— of  whatever  right  or  reversion,  title  or  trust, 
in  the  landd,  the  States  might  have  have  held  prior 
to,  or  during,  the  Confederation.    And,  sir,  this 
new  cession,  if  not  the  old,  is,  npon  the  face  of  it, 
incontestably  absolute.    For,  if  not  so — if,  as  is 
pretended,  upon  the  contingency  of  having  dis- 
charged the  public  debt,  the  remaining  lands,  or 
tkeir  proceed.',  were  to  be  diverted  to  a  particular 
object,  (as  to  distribution  among  tbe  Statet,)  and 
that  object,  too,  n«t  otherwise  within  the  power  of 
Congress,  why  was  not  snch  object  declaredl   Why 
was  the  ftrant  of  power  not  made  commensurate 
with  ill    Why  were  the  lands — the  tshole  of  tbe 
lands'— confounded  with  all  other  public  property, 
and  made  subject  expressly  to  the  same  power,  as 
they  certainly  are  by  these  words  of  (be  Cotistitn- 
tioB:  "The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  Hapmt  of, 
and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regnlaiions  respect- 
inc,  the  Urrittr^  tr  other  preperty  belonging  to  the 
United  Sates."    This  is  the  single  clause  by  which 
Congress  has  power  over  tbe  jands,  and  equally  ap- 
plicable is  it  to  all  public  properly. 

If,  then,  it  be  said  (and  so  it  has  been)  that  (his 
power  is,  upon  its  face,  vnUnutti,  and  that,  tbeie- 
fore,  although  Congress  has  no  authority  to  distri- 
bate revenue  generally,  it  may  yet  apply  tbe  lands, 
other  property,  or  their  proceeds,  in  distribniion  to 
the  States,  my  answer  i«,  that  the  ^ower  is  wMmtti 
mil  aitkia  tbe  orbit  of  the  Constitution.  To  any 
object  which  is  Utelf,  and  indepefxdmtly  of  this  par- 
ticular power,  mthin  that  orbit,  the  application  may 
be  made,  but  to  none  other;  beyond  the  Constitu- 
tion Congress  cannot  go,  in  search  of  a  new  object 
for  the  application  of  this  fund;  nor  can  it  draw . 
soieh  an  object  within  its  own  action,  by  eonnecliog 
it  with  others  already  there. 

And  of  this  tbe  reason  is  plain.  Throtigh- 
oat  the  Oonstimtion  there  run  two  distinct 
classes  of  powers— the  one  prescribing  the  »b- 
jttU  to  be  executed;  the  other  providing  tbe  mean* 
of  exeeation.  In  the  former  class,  the  objects  are 
few  and  azprew,  in  Older  to  confine  tne  action  of  the 


Gkivernment  within  definite  limits.    In  the  latter, 
the  means  are,  by  the/orm  of  the  grant,  necessarily 
general,  yet  Umiled  in  fact  by  the  ohjteU  expressed 
in  the  former;  because  the  object  in  view  mast  ever 
precede,  and  aSbrd  tbe  sole  reason  for  at  all  re- 
sorting to  means.    To  the  second  of  the  two  class- 
es belong  the  general  powers   "to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,"  "to  borrow  money,"  and  to  "dispose  of  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respeeiing 
the  territory,  er  other  public  property."    The  ob- 
jects to  which  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  exer- 
cise of  these  powers  may  be  applied,  are,  elsewhere 
in  tbe  Constitution,  expressly  numbered;  and  the  dis- 
cretion of  Congress  in  making  tbe  application  is 
KmiUd  to  a  cMet  between  tbe  objects  <o  expreasii. 
If,  therefore,  the  distribution  of  the  revenue,  or  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  property,  or  of  the   pro- 
perty  in  kind,  be  not  iticIAan  object  existing  in  the 
Constitution,  indtptnimtly  of  tbe  powers  to  collect 
revenue,  to  borrow  moneys,  and  to  dispose  of  the 
property,  it  exists  not  at  all.    The  power  to  raise 
means  by  taxes,  loans,  or  the  sale  of  property,  was 
left  discretionary  as  to  amount,  for  no  other  reason 
than  because  the  sums  necessary  to  execute  the  ex- 
press objects  to  which  those  means  were  to  be  ap- 
plied were  ctMHitgtnt,  and,  therefore,  not  to  be  fore- 
seen.   But  the  nttmier  of  those  objects  being  inoten 
and  limtid,  imposes  a  ehuk  npon  the  exercise  of 
this  diitrtiion.    It  can  be  exercised  no  further  than 
those  objects,  as  they    arise,  are  seen  to  requir*. 
The  mtant  are  limited  by  the  md.    So,  likewise,  is 
the  (election  of  the  porliinitar  one  out  of  the  objects, 
in  tbe  execution  of  which  tbe  means  are  to  be  ap- 
plied, left  to  the  discretion  of  Congress;  because,  a 
choice  between  these  several  objects  mutt  depend 
upon  the  ever  changing  and  unforeseen  exigencies 
of  Government.    But  here,  too,  this    discretion  is 
limited  to  the  numter  of  enumerated  objects,  among 
which  the  jchoice  most  be  made;  and  that  number 
iifix^  in  the  (institution.    In  a    word,   sir,  the 
power  Iq  raise  means,  from  whatever  source,  is,  as 
to  that,  txhnatti  when  the  means   are  obtained. 
The  (^ipKcalion  of  them,  then,  requires  the  agency 
of  a  new  and  diitinct  power,  which  btpn*  to  act 
only  when  the  other  eeoMs.    Nor  can  these  powers 
be  blended,  increased,  or  diminished,  or  the   order 
of   their  exercise    transposed,    by  assigning    the 
means  to  an    object  6«/ore  they  are  themselves 
obtained;  or  by  etanj^ing  ikt  charteler  of  tbe  means, 
as  by  converting  money   into  land,  or   land    into 
money. 
Yet,  sir,    such  has  been  tbe  purpose,  the  single 

Surpose,  of  all  the  reasoning  o(  the  Senator  from 
lanachnsetts.  He  claims  for  Congress  the 
power  to  distribute  the  fund  derived  from  the  lands, 
for  the  sole  reason  that  it  ii  so  derived:  thus  mak- 
ing tbe  power  of  ap;>roprta(ten  depend  not  upon  the 
oijtet  for  which  revenue  may  be  raised,  but  npon 
the  >oiirc<  whence  i(  comes.  Well,  sir,  if  this 
principle  be  sound — if  the  source  of  revenue  be 
not'limited.by  the  objects  of  appropriation — if,  on 
the  contrary,  the  number  of  those  objects  depends 
upon  that  source— if  the  power  to  appropriate  does 
not  timit,  but  rests  upon,  Ihe  power  to  tax — then  are 
both  unbonnded,  the  Constitution  impotent,  and 
tbe  Government  absolute. 

But  why  distribute  the  five  millions  yearly 
drawn  from  the  landsl  Is  [i  thought  to  be  a  snr^ 
plus  beyond  the  wants  of  Governmenti  No. 
So  far  from  it,  that  the  Ssnator  admits  its  with 
drawal  from  tbe  Trtasury  will  require  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  new  tax  npon  the  people;  and  actually 
proposes  the  levy  of  the  tax,  to  an  equal  amount, 
as  lb*  first  step  in  distribation.  Why,  then,  this 
circuitous  legislation?  Why  not  advance  directly 
to  the  end  in  view?  Why  not  distribute  the  tax  to 
be  raised,  and  retain  tbe  money  derived  from  the 
lands?  The  reason  is  manifest;  the  one  process 
may  conceal,  the  other  will  expose,  tbe  real  object  to 
the  people — taxation  for  distribation.  For  in  what, 
at  la<!t,  does  this  process  end,  if  not  in  a  distribii- 
tion  of  revenue  generally — in  the  levying  of  taxes 
upon  the  people  for  that  pnrpos*;  and,  in  referents 
to  the  annaal  income  from  the  lands,  only  as  fix- 
ing, for  the  present,  tbe  sum  to  be  imposed  for  dis- 
tribution? 

Who,  then,  can  doubt  that  the  Senator's  reason- 
ing, disguised  though  its  object  be,  resolves  itself 
into  a  claim  of  power  in  the  FM«ral  Goremment 


to  tax  Ihe  people,  not  for  its  own  rig;htlal 
alone,  bat  for  the  purposes,  also,  of  the  Stai 
lax  tbetAbr  all  purposes  whatever,  as  weU 
beyond  as  wiibin  the  Constitution?  And  iC,  i 
such  be  the  power  of  this  Government,  what  | 
what  right,  is  left  to  the  States — what  seenity  lo 
ths  people?  For  is  it  not  evident  that,  as  lbep»wei 
of  laxation  must  ever  bs  oommensarate  tnih  die 
objects  committed  to  the  care  of  Grotrenmciit,  if 
those  objects  be  numberless,  left  solely  ai  diacte- 
tion,  cqaally  discretionary  must  be.  tlint  powo. 
Thni  does  tbe  C:'nsiitation  become  a  noiU^,  and 
the  people  defencelejs.  Nor,  sir,  does  the  firm  ^ 
Oovernmeat,  in  such  a  care,  whaterer  it  nay  be, 
change  the  character  of  the  evil.  Despoti^a  ovtr 
men  is  tbe  frvedom  of  Government  Crois  icctfaiM, 
whilst  actii:g  upon  them.  Their  liberty  d^ada 
upon  the  existence  of  such  restraint,  not  apoa  ikcif 
nltimaie  power  of  repairing  wrongs,  by  i«n>l«- 
tion— a  power  at  all  times  equally  available,  ia 
their  hand,  against  all  the  forms  and  ills  of  Goren- 
meet.  Thus  reasoning,  as  undonbtedly  tbey  did, 
the  American  people  not  only  diTideJ  power  be- 
tween the  Stale  and  Federal  Governments — not 
only  limited  each  by  written  Constitations,  boi, 
for  the  greater  precaution,  withheld  from  both  all 
powers  deemed  dangerous  to  the  liberty  of  the  citi- 
zen. But  why  this  division — these  Uraitations— 
why  this  reservation,  if  the  taxing  power  was  to  be 
left  in  this  Government  illimitable  as  to  objects  ot 
amount? 

To  tax  is  a  power,  in  its  practical  ttsalts,  includ- 
ing all  others.  By  this  it  is  that  Qovenkment  take* 
from  the  people,  and  applies  to  its  own  a*e,  tkeir 
property,  and  the  prodncis  of  their  labor.  To  ihii 
they  submit  for  no  other  reason  than  becaose  Go- 
vernment is  instituted  for  iheir  benefit,  and  oottii- 
bution  by  them  essential  to  its  existence.  But  Qo- 
Ternment  is  no  longer  for  their  benefit,  wbca, 
taking  to  itself  an  undue  proportion  of  their  sab- 
stance,  it  inflicts  misery  where  it  should  alTotd  se- 
curity against  it — ^a  result  ever  inevitaU*  when  tbe 
taxing  power  feels  no  restraint.  Henee  it  is  that 
the  only  test  by  which  the  freedom  or  desjmtisai  ia 
any  system  can  be  known  is,  whether  this  po*ec 
over  the  property  and  labor  of  the  pe«|^  be  Jiait- 
ed  or  not.  If  unlimited,  the  system  is  despotic;  if 
limited  so  inefficiently  as  to  admit  of  erauon  wiik 
impunity,  it  is  equally  se.  In  either  case,  the  Go- 
Temment  and  the  people  become,  eventually,  anta- 
gonist forces,  with  antagonist  interests — tbe  oae 
straggling  to  obtain,  the  other  to  withbokl,  eouri- 
bntions.  Every  new  tax,  then,  strengtlKM  Ike 
Government  and  enfeebles  the  people  in  tlie  coa- 
test.  Throogb  aU  history,  this  straggle  is  visiblr. 
This  it  is,  more  than  any  other,  that  bas,  in  eveiy 
age,  oonvalsed  the  world,  and  strewed  its  bona 
with  the  blood  and  bones  of  murdered  men.  lithe 
Roman  republic,  the  governing  class,  barii^  it* 
suoceeded  in  obtaining  almost  tbe  entire  propeity 
of  tbe  country  by  sly  and  impereeptible  meaai 
long  employed,  the  strife  began  with  tbe  people  for 
lestitntion.  So  was  it  in  France  prior  to  ibe  fiiK 
revolution;  and  such  is  now  the  strife  ia  Knyhnd. 
With  us  it  seems  Gtovemraent  i*  abont  to  eont- 
menee  tbe  contest  fpr'aeqaisition  with  the  utizeas. 
Bat  in  every  instance,  whether  to  aoqnite  oi  to  re- 
tain, the  struggle  for  property  is  the  same;  and  Ike 
people,  whose  labor  produces  all,  are  ever  in  Ae 
ri(;ht.  Wherever,  under  a  system  at  all  free,  ihi 
governing  power  haj  succeed  (and  it  geneiiHy 
has)  in  the  plunder  of  the  people,  these  resalisbave 
invariably  followed:  a  division  of  the  popular  nais 
into  classes,  tbe  rich  and  the  poor;  next,  the  Mtr 
blishment  of  political  orders,  tbe  aristocrai^,  with 
power,  wealth,  and  corruption — the  maltiiade  n 
ponniy,  dependence,  and  wrath;  and,  finally,  wbca 
civil  discord,  proesripiien,  confiscation,  and  dea& 
have  had  their  sway,  single-handed  despotism  hn 
closed  tbe  scene. 

To  this  catasiropbe,  and  by  these  meus,  btre 
all  free  Governments  been  brought;  and  whether 
it  be,  of  all  snch,  tbe  inevitable  tendency,  on 
own  example  mtist  prove.  But  If  tius  calaaiV> 
hitherto  nniveisaJ,  can  here  be  averted  |  if  ear 
destiny  shall  be  found  more  happy  than  ihdis— it 
will  be  because  tbe  people  resist  the  evil  whiW 
yet  they  ate  strong,  and  end  it  at  the  befi- 
tting; for  With  ns,  m  with  others,  Ihn  ^"" 
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>f  QoverBment,  ibe  support  of  cndit,  ibe  relief  of 
he  coaatry,  are,  and  erer  will  be,  the  ready  rea- 
mns  pat  forth  for  lazltioa  wiihoat  limtt,  and, 
liroagh  it,  osorpation  ofpover.  '  If  not  arrested  at 
Ite  oaiset,  repetition  will  give  lo  each  act  of  plan- 
ter the  anthority  of  preMdeni;  and  time,  in  all 
things  a  powerfal  element  of  title,  will  gradaalljr 
reeoneile  men  to  endarancr;  antil  at  last,  baring 
become  strong  by  allaying  resistance,  GoTernment 
will  throw  away  (be  veil,  do  longer  necessary,  and 
eUim  to  sack  the  mnliitade,  as  a  matter  of  right, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  few. 

In  ihs  spectacle  of  starving  millions,  England — 
that  England  so  often  commended  lo  oar  imitation 
here — aSbrdaan  example  of  this  nnbonnded  power 
of  taxation.    Never,  in  any  part  of  the  globe,  hare 
an  eqaal  nanaber  of  hamaa  beings  prodneed,  by 
their  toil,  in  a  single  year,  aa  amount  sa  great  of 
the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life,  as  are  annn- 
aUy  wrooght  by  tbe  laboring  English.    Upon  every 
prineiple  of  jnsiicp,  then,  their  own  comforts  should 
be    proportionably   great — their   social  condition 
happy.     Yet,  is  this  the  fact?    Are  they  who  toil 
80  incasaantly — whose  labors  prodaces  so  mneb — 
are  they    evan   fed,  clothed,  &heller(d  ftom  the 
storm,  tfaemselves,  or  families)    Have  they  hope, 
for  the  fatnre,  of  relief  this  aide  the  gravel    No  1 
one  half  of  the  entire  nation — I  speak  it  not  from 
rumor,  bnt  apon  the  antbority  of  British  statistics 
— one  half  of  tbe  entire  nation  are  reduced  to  ab- 
solnts  pauperism.    One  foarth  dependent,  Ihroogb 
the  year,  on  the  pauper  fund  alone  for  support; 
another,  fed  occasionally  from  it,  whenever  they 
•re  bronght,  as  often  they  are,  to  the  alternative  of 
charity  or  death.    And  why  this  misery,  this  de- 
grada^on,   of    ih;  most    laborions   people   evtr 
known?     Why  this  suffering  of  the  ma«,  whilst 
the  Oovemment  and  the  ruling  orders  are  noto- 
riously the  richest  in  the  worldt    Bat,  is  the  evil 
tempotaryl  will  it  soon  pass  awayl  did  it  arise 
from  nataral  or  from  fortuitous  causes — from  a 
dearth— the  failare  of  a  crop,  or  the  ravages  of  a 
pestilence?     Never!— the  cause  aid  the  misery 
are  alike  human  and  permanent. 

The  Government — Parliament  with  its  omnipo- 
tence—its limitless  power  of  taxation:  there  is  the 
sonree— (here  alone — of  all  those  wrongs  and  ago> 
Hies.  It  is  (his  power,  acting  unrestrained,  through 
the  doable  agency  of  Parliament  and  the  bank,  by 
which  Qof  ernment  and  its  appended  orders,  the 
ariatoeraey,  ehntch,  army  and  navy,  fund-holders 
and  bankers,  daily  take  horn  the  laboring  millions 
every  dollar  they  earn;  leaving  not  even  an  ade- 
quate subsistence.  And  when  thus  all  is  taken — 
when  death  itself  threatens  to  stop  the  fatnre  in- 
come of  Govefliment  by  the  starvation  of  tbe  la- 
borer—'then,  but  not  until  then,  is  enough  return- 
ed, as  a  public  charity,  to  keep  him  alive. 

Bat  if,  air,  one  half  of  tbe  nation  be  powerless 
paupers,  the  GoTemment  (and  by  that,  I  mean 
not   the  Throne     and     Parliament    only,     but 
them    with     their   appended    orders,)  are   ihs 
aigbtiest  on  earth.    Nor   is   it   wonderfal   that 
audi  a  OoTemment,  thas  armed  with  tbe  whole 
eamittgs  of  it*  people,  should  have  been  able  to 
expend  five  hundred  millions  of  treasure  to  retain 
these  States  as  colonies;  six  Ibonsand  millions  to 
restore   hereditary  monarchy   iii  France — should 
BOW  be  able  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  all  na- 
tions; to  bold,  by  its  navy,  mankind  in  awe;  to 
subsidize,  with  its  capital,  half  the  thrones  of  Eu- 
rope.   No  wonder  that  such  a  Government,  the 
nataral  enemy  of  ours — yes,  sir,  I  say  the  nataral 
enemy,  regardless  of  the  Federal  cant  so  often 
heard   about  "our  affinity  of  interests  with  the 
mother  conntry;"^regardle3s  of  the  stadied  efforts 
daily  made  to  justify  here  every  abuse,  nsarpaiion, 
eoTTuption,  and  fraud  npon  tbe  authority  of  British 
example;  no  wonder  that  such  a  Government,  with 
a  view  to  its  great  object  of  our  humiliation  and 
rain,  should  have  violated  our  territory,  fired  our 
vessels,  murdered  our  cilfzeni;  tnd,  by  its  stocks, 
its  corporations,  its  capital,  and   its  neroenaries 
among  us,  should  have  deranged  out  affairs,  re- 
duced our  prices,  distressed  our  people,  and  forced 
thousands  to  cry  out  for  relief,  and  seek  it  in  the 
expulsion  from  our  councils  of  those  who  dared  to 
naitt  British  domination.    No,  sir;  nor  is  it  won- 
imtA  tktl  MV,  when  Ihsse  ihii«t  ar«  dose,  Sag- 


land's  bankets  should  demand  a  mortgage  on  Ame- 
rican soil,  or  (hat  mea  should  be  found  here  ready 
to  give  it.  Yeti,  to  give  it;  because  "the  Federal 
Government  (says  the  Seiutor  from  Massachusetts) 
is  bound  to  uphold  the  credit  of  the  State*. "  And 
bowl  By  (he  payment  or  assumption  of  their  debts. 
There  is  no  other  way.  Bat  even  this  is  insnfli- 
aient.  For  the  Government,  to  uphold  their  credit, 
must  guaranty,  likewise,  all  debts  the  Slates  may 
in  future  condact,  or  assume  the  power  to  restrain- 
ihem  from  contracting  any  more.  If  it  can  do  tbe 
latter,  then  are  the  Slates  made  powerless,  and 
bronght  in  subjection  to  its  will.  If  it  cannot  re- 
strain them;  and  yet  is  bound  to  nphold  their  credit, 
then  must  it  lax  tbe  people  as  much  as  the  States 
desire  to  spend;  whilst  thus  they  are  induced  to 
spend  as  much  as  they  can.  For  if  this  Govern* 
meat  be  bound  to  pay  their  present  debts,  so  is  it 
their  future;  if  one  class  of  debts,  then  equally  all; 
if  bound  to  pay  those  incurred  for  internal  im- 
provements or  for  banluog  capital,)  as  were  most 
of  these  now  contracted,)  it  is  bound  alio,  and  for 
the  same  reason,  to  defray  all  tbe  charges  of  State 
administration.  And  where  is  Congress  to  find 
means  to  aatisfy  a  demand  so  insatiate?  In  un- 
bounded, interoioable  taxation. 

In  this  manner  it  is  proposed  to  uphold  State 
eredii;  and  this  is  called  a  tavor  to  the  Sates.  As 
if  the  State  and  Federal  Governments  did  not 
both  derive  their  only  revenue  Irom  the  same  and 
only  source — tbe  pockets  of  the  same  people.  Bat 
in  what  does  this  favor  result?  Plainly  in  this: 
Congress,  not  the  State  Legislature,  is  in  future 
to  tax  (he  people  of  the  States  for  all  object  of  Stale 
necessity;  and  may,  for  a  reason  equally  good,  pre- 
scribe, by  law,  what  those  objects  shall  be,  when 
and  how  to  be  executed.  Thus  would  the  Sute 
Governments,  having  become  useless,  be  virtually 
aboliMied,  and  the  people  deprived  of  the  very 
benefits  they  obtained  by  tbe  American  Revolution 
— local  government,  local  taxation,  imposed  by 
themselves  for  local  objects.  For  the  Federal  Go- 
vernmenti<:,  to  tbe  people  of  a  State,  in  reference 
to  their  local  affairs,  a  foreign  power;  and  if,  to 
raise  revenue  for  State  expenditure,  it  assumes  the 
right  to  tax  them,  they  are  taxed  without  their  coa- 
aant — a  condition  which  no  other  word  than  tyran- 
ny can  describe.  But  for  iUustration,  I  put  the 
ease.  Tbe  people  of  Ohio,  acting  through  their  lo- 
cal Legislatnrr,  now  judge  of  their  own  wants  as  a 
State,  and  tax  themselves  to  meet  those  wants.  If 
a  canal  is  desired,  they  determine  when,  where, 
bow,  and  by  what  agents,  it  shall  be  executed.  If 
a  tax  be  necessary,  they  decide  in  what  manner, 
when,  and  to  what  amount,  it  shall  be  levied. 
These  questions,  so  important,  are  settled  by  a  ma- 
jority of  that  people,  none  others  interposing;  and 
in  this  fact  they  find  the  benefits  of  the  State  Go- 
vernment. But  if,  instead  of  this.  Congress,  in 
whose  power  the  people  of  Ohio  have  but  a  limited 
participation — if  Congress,  whose  action  {hey  'can- 
not, therefore,  control,  should  assume  to  judge  for 
them  of  their  local  wants — to  tax  them  for  distriba- 
lion  to  meet  those  wants — that  is  to  say,  decide  for 
them  when  and  in  what  part  of  the  State  a  canal 
shall  be  eat,  and  tax  them  to  defray  the  charges  »t 
tbe  work; — if  Congri^ss  should  set  thos,  would  not 
that  people  receive  their  local  laws,  and  pay  local 
taxes  imposed  against  their  consent,  by  tbe  will  of 
others — as  much  so  as  did  our  fathers  of  the  Colo- 
nies before  the  Revolution?  For  is  it  not  evi- 
dent that  a  people  are  taxed  without  their  con- 
sent, when,  as  in  this  case,  the  disapprobation  of 
a  majority  cannot  prevent  it?  Nor  doea  the 
fact  that  the  State  is  represented  in  Congress  affect 
the  principle,  so  long  as  the  tax  and  objects  are 
local.  *> 

This  illustration  woold  seem  sufficient;  yet  I 
will  push  it  still  farther.  The  people  of  Ohio 
owes  debt;  and,  to  pay  it,  propose  to  tax  them- 
selves, at  their  own  tims,  in  itieir  own  way,  to  the 
amount  of  a  million,  throngh  Ibiir  own  Legisla- 
ture. Congress  comes  forth,  and  says  to  them, 
Keep  your  money;  I  will  givs  you  enough  to  dis- 
chaife  your  obligation.  The  people  reply  by  ask- 
ing. Where  will  yon  get  it?  Congress  answers,  I 
will  give  you  the  million  I  have  just  received  from 
tbe  sal*  of  my  bunds.  The  people  then  ask,  If  you 
giv«  u  that  hiiUion,  will  yon  aot  yowself  w«nt 


another,  to  discharge  your  own  obligations;  and, 
if  so,  where  will  you  get  that  oiheil  Qoogress  re- 
plies. Yes,  that  is  trae;  and  I  shall  indeed  be  com- 
pelled to  tax  yon  for  this  last  million,  before  I 
can  agree  to  give  yon  the  first.  Tbe  peo|4e  an- 
swer, If  that  be  the  case,  what  make  we  by  it?  Ton 
give  us  one  million,  we  give  you  another;  and  we, 
moreover,  have  to  pay  you  the  costs  of  colleetion. 
Better,  then,  that  we  should  keep  oar  own  million 
and  pay  our  own  debt;  for  what  you  propose  is 
nothing  more  than  te  tax  ns  a  million  te  pay  it,  if, 
in  addition  to  this,  we  will  reward  your  trouble. 
Congress  replies,  That  is  even  so;  I  am  aware  I 
must  first  take  the  million  from  you,  by  taxation, 
before  I  can  retnm  it  in  the  way  of  distribulion; 
but  still,  you  had  better  submit  to  tbi«,  than  to  tax 
yourselves  fot  the  payment  of  the  debt;  becaus*, 
when  taxed  by  yourselves,  yon  know  it;  the  lax  is 
paid  directly,  and  each  man  sees  what  he  pays;  but 
when  I  tax  you,  thongh  yon  pay  even  more,  yon 
do  not  exactly  see  the  process:  as  you  pay  to  me, 
not  through  the  collector,  bnt  the  merchant,  in  the 
increased  price  of  every  thing  you  buy;  and  this  I 
call  my  indirect  tax  or  tariff  duty,  which  the  mer- 
chant had,  in  tbe  first  plaoe,  to  pay,  when  he  pur- 
chased the  goods  at  New  York.  To  this  the  people 
answer,  It  is  not  the  manner  of  paying,  but  the 
payment  itself,  which  takes  money  from  our  pock- 
et*; and  your  reasons  are,  therefore,  insufficient. ' 
Congress  again  replies,  That,  likewise,  is  true;  but 
tbe  fact  w,  yon,  tbe  people  of  Ohio,  owe  the  British 
bankers  a  debt,  and  will  not,  I  fear,  tax  yoarselves 
to  pay  it;  and  I  wish  to'  compel  the  payment,  by 
myself  taxing  you  for  (hat  parpobc.  The  people 
rejoin  by  sayiag  to  Congress,  Yoa  came  here  at 
firsuoffering  ns  money  as  a  favor,  in  tbe  name  of 
disTibntion,  to  pay  our  debt;  yon  have  ended  with 
an  impeachment  of  our  integrity;  with  an  attempt 
to  usurp  the  power  of  State  (axadon;  with  an  im-  ^ 
pertinent  interference  in  our  affairs;  thereforcy/^ 
depart.  r 

Thus  are  (he  forms  of  indirect  taxation  and  the 
name  of  the  public  domain  sought  to  be  made  the 
means  through  which  this  Government  may  as- 
sume absolute  power  over  the  States  and  the  peo- 
ple—over tbe  whole  property  and  labor  of  the 
country. 

And  who  are  to  receive  the  fund  distributed? 
Not  tbe  people,  who,  in  the  first  place,  paid  it;  but 
the  States— the  Legislatures  of  the  Sta'es.  In 
what  would  this  resolt?  Extravagance  and  waste. 
Not,  indeed,  because  legislative  bodies  are  (for 
they  are  not)  likely  to  be  composed  of  men  less 
virtuous  than  others,  bnt  because  no  body  of  men, 
"however  honorable  individually,  ever  could,  or  ever 
can,  with  saihty,  be  charged  with  the  conduct  of 
public  affairs,  in  the  abrence  of  all  responsibility. 
It  was  (or  this  reason,  drawn  from  the  calemiions 
experience  of  the  world,  that  the  serious,  the 
thoughtful,  the  cautious  people  i>f  America  im- 
posed npon  all  the  departments  of  power,  as 
well  as  upon  each  public  fanetionary,  the  most 
positive  restraints  and  highest  saociions,  by  their 
written  organic  laws.  The  greai,  the  only  se- 
curity the  people  of  a  State  now  have  for  the  eco- 
nomy of  its  Legislature  in  tbe  expendiiore  of  the 
public  money,  is  the  responsibility  under  which 
the  Legislature  acts,  of  having  itself,  first  to  tax 
its  own  consttituency,  in  order  to  raise  it.  But, 
by  the  system  of  distributinn,  the  responsibility  of 
eoUMiing  revenue  is  to  be  ttparattd  from  tbe  power 
to  apply  it;  Congress  is  to  tax  tbe  people,  the 
Legulature  (to  expend  the  tax.  E!aeb  member  of 
the  latter  body,  aware,  therelore,  as  be  would  be, 
that,  when  the  State  Treasury  was  exhausted.  Con- 
gress, not  he,  must  bear  the  odium  of  laying  a 
new  tax  to  replenish  it,  would  very  naturally 
seek  to  obtain  for  all  objects  in  bis  particular  dis- 
trict or  coonty  the  largest  appropriations  possible; 
eoDsidering,  as  he  would,  every  dolfcir  thus  ob- 
tained a  clear  gain,  (o  that  extent,  oat  of  the 'com- 
mon spoil.  la  this  manner,  the  very  desire  now 
so  strong  with  tbe  representative,  and  jastly  so,  to 
please  his  immediate  constituents  by  his  economy 
ot  tbe  public  money,  would  then  become  a  reason 
equally  strong  for  its  profligate  waste.  Where,  in 
such  a  case,  would  be  the  limit  to  expenditure?— 
where  to  taxation  i)eoe«sary  to  meet  it?  Nowhere, 
uttU  OereninMnt  had  conramed  th*  wholt  siKk 
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stance  of  the  coiitng  mulUmde,  and  left  tbem  here, 
M  in  England,  dad  in  the  ragged  livery  of  paupet- 
ism— breadtbis  and  hopelets. 

Sir,  I  bava^  already  said  that  the  money,  if  dis- 
tribated,  will  go  not  to  the  people  who,  in  the  first 
instance,  paid  it.  Again,  I  have  said  that  in  all 
GoTernmenis  professing  to  be  tree,  this  powei-  of 
unlimited  taxation  ever  has  divided  the  mass  into 
classes  of  the  rich  and  the  poor,  and  upon  such 
division  founded  separate  orders  in  the  Slate — the 
one,  who  govern  and  riot;  the  other,  who  toil  and 
obey.  Snch  always  will  be  found  to  be  the  result. 
The  procei^s  which  leads  to  it  is  plain.  The  ag. 
jgregate  fnnd  in  the  hands  of  Oovernment  is  made 
up  of  contributions  by  every  citizen.  In  the  ap- 
plication of  it,  therefore,  or  its  benefits,  justice  re- 
quires that  each  should  receive  a  proportion  cqaal 
tp  that  he  advanced.  But  in  this  the  easel  Never; 
Bor  ever  can  it  be.  It  is  one  of  the  evils  in  the 
best  of  OovcNiments,  that  equality  in  ihe  distiibn. 
Uon  of  burdens  and  benefits  is  found  qiterly  im- 
practicable. And,  sir,  it  is  for  ibis  very  reason, 
niore  than  for  all  others  together,  that  taiation  and 
expenditure  should  be  strictly  limited.  For,  in 
every  tax,  some  are  made  thus  to  pay  unreqaited 
tribute  to  others.  The  wrong  increases  with  each 
additional  assessment,  until  finally,  if  continued,  it 
breaks  the  eqailibrium  of  society.  The  favored 
class  rises  to  wealth  by  the  very  cause  that  depresses 
(he  onforiuDate.  Each  day  separates  them  more 
widely  from  one  another;  and  the  former,  drawing 
still  nearer  to  the  Oovernment  whilst  the  latter  is 
sinking  beneath,  it  btcomes,  in  the  end,  the  Qo- 
▼ernment  itself — a  ralint  order,  based  upon  and 
sasiaiDed  by  ih«  pillage  of  the  mnliiiude. 

What  with  us  bas  been  the  fact,  and  wb^t  its 
^ulis,  in  ibe  very  first  instance  of  distribntionl 
To  all  It  is  known  that  28101,614  dollara,  then 
called  its  iurplus  revenue,  were,  m  the  year  1837, 
distributed  by  ihic  Quvemmrnt,  in  the  name  of  a 
deposire  wiih  the  States.  Where  went  that  mo- 
ney} Tb  the  people?  to  the  men  by  whom  it  bad 
been  advanced?  No;  not  the  fifth  dollar  of  it;  but 
to  the  Legislaiares  first;  and  then,  chiefly,  to  bank- 
ing or  to  other  corporate  companies,  and  to  the 
lieb,  for  the  very  reason  and  tbcy  were  so. 

And  now,  that  I  may  the  more  clearly  expose 
this — the  fla;rsnt  injustice  inflicted  by  the  practi- 
cal opeiaiion  of  the  distribution  principle  upon  the 
tax  paying  mass  of  the  people — I  shall  trace 
briefly,  yet  with  all  the  accuracy  of  which  a  mat- 
ter so  conlnssd  and  complicated  admits,  the  pro- 
gress of  tills  surplus  fund,  from  the  National  Trea- 
sury to  its  last  knowa  destination.  But  here,  be- 
fore proceeding  further,  it  is  important  in  reinu'k', 
that  I  speak  in  reference  only  to  the  $25,234,131 
received  by  the  twenty  oat  cf  the  tweaiy-kix  States, 
by  which  alone  reports  have  been  roa<le  to  this  Qo- 
Ternment;  the  other  six  to  whom  $3,867,512  were 
distribntedr  having  made  no  returns.  So  is  it  like- 
wise material  to  obiitrve,  that  liactloos  aie,  in  all 
instances,  discarded;  because,  anxious  to  prevent 
merely  the  general  troth,  I  desire  cot  to  obscure  it 
by  immaterial  particulars. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  oat  of  the  last  instal- 
ment, paid  as  it  was  in  the  notes  of  suspended 
.banks,  (worth  on  average,  at  the  time,  but  about 
ninety  cents  in  the  dollar,)  those  insiitntiuns  thus 
manifestly  gained,  without  an  equivalent,  near 
one  million  of  dollars.  To  this,  and  next,  in  order  are 
to  be  added  $8,554,000,  which  inured  lo  the  benefit 
of  the  banks,  in  the  form  of  loans  made  to  stock 
invested,  and  depositcs  made,  in  tbem.  Then,  as 
recipieBis  of  this  fond,  come  the  private  compa- 
nies, incorporated  mainly  with  a  view  to  internal 
improvements,  and  to  whom  $969,000  went  as 
stock  and  loans.  Acd  finally,  o<  the  total  sum, 
$10,033,000  were  distributed  to  the  town  and  coun- 
ties of  the  Slates,  to  be  loaned  by  them  (as  was 
generally  the  fact)  to  banks,  to  other  corporations, 
and  to  the  wealthy  few  amon;  the  citizens  who 
were  able  to  pledge  propeity  for  its  payment 

Thus,  from  an  analysis  of  the  reports  made  by 
twenty  of  the  Siates,  does  it  inconlestablv  appear, 
that,  nf  the  (leen/y  ./Etc  mUlion  txot  hundred  and  thir- 
I.V'/mt  Iktutmd  dellan,  drawn  first  by  the  taxing 
power  of  this  Qovernmcnt  from  the  whole  body 
of  the  people,  Mmty  miUwn  fist  hituiirtd  and 
/Ifilt*^  MsHsaiid  innied,  in  its  distribntiAP,  to  the 


benefit  of  tbe  banking  and  other  chartered  assoeia- 
lions,  and  to  the  favored  few-^not  the  needy,  but 
th*  rich — in  the  towns  and  counties;  whilst,  on  the 
other  hand,  but  abontyire  milliviu  (one-fihh  of  the 
great  aggregate)  was  applied  to  public  works  un- 
dertaken by  the  Slates — to  the  payment  nf  their 
debts  and  their  current  expenditure — tbe  only  form 
in  which  the  people  could  feel  tbe  benefit  in.  the  re- 
duction of  their  taxes. 

Here,  then,  it  an  example  of  the  wrongs  already 
committed  on  the  mass  of  the  nation,  by  this  Oo- 
vernmeut's  abuse  of  the  taxing  power;  for  from 
this  abnseit  was  that  lh>  act  of  disiribntion  result- 
ed. I  speak  not,  therefore,  harshly  of  Ihe  act  it- 
self; first,  because  it  was  a  consequence  rather  than 
the  prime  sonrce  of  Ihe  evil;  and  again,  for  the 
reason  that  there  are  some  among  my  own  politi- 
cal friendp,  who,  thinking  to  disengage  the  Oovern- 
ment from  the  embarrassments  tbe  surplus  occa- 
sioned, gsve  the  act  their  support.  On  them,  what- 
ever may  now  be  thought  pf  the  policy  of  their 
course  in  this  particular,  I  would  inflict  no  wound 
— ^nenecertainly  on  them,  whilst  there  are  yet,  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Senate,  those,  our  common 
enemies,  who,  responsible  for  Ihe  primeval  sin,  are 
therefore  Ihe  ri^jhttnl  subjects  of  complaint.  No; 
I  censnre  not  friends  supposed  to  have  erred,  when 
there  are  fees  known  to  have  done  so.  "Parsnc 
tbe  strangers,  but  spare  the  Romans,"  was  tbe  just 
injunction  at  the  rout  of  Pbarsalia;  an  injnncijon 
it  were  well  to  remember  in  all  the  conflicts  of 
men. 

After  this  example — the  first  in  oar  history —  - 
who  can  doubt  lbs  certain  tendency  of  distribu- 
tionl  Who  can  doubt  that,  if  renewed,  this  policy 
will  eventuate,  as  before  declared,  in  the  forma- 
tion of  elavses  among  us— in  the  establishment  of 
orders — in  tbe  concentration  of  all  power  In  this 
Oovernm;nt — and,  finilly,  in  the  transfer  of  the 
Otiveromeot  iiselfto  the  bauds  of  a  moneyed  aristu- 
cracyl  What  have  we  already  witnessed?  Hare  we 
not  seen  these  banks,  these  corporation^— every  one 
of  them,  of  every  description,  to  which  the  revenue 
distributed  went — have  we  not  f«en  the  favored 
few,  almost  to  a  man,  by  whom  so  large  a  portion 
was  received— have  we  not  »een  all  these,  banks, 
corporations,  and  men  united, combined,  enfuriated 
asainkt  the  Democratic  pariy— -and  that,  too,  for 
the  very  reason,  openly  proclaimed,  that  it  opposes 
this  iniquitous  system  of  taxation  for  their  benefit 
alonel  Have  we  not  seen  the  same  institutions, 
the  same  persons,  and  the  same  assoeiaiions  of  per- 
son?, banded  to|>elher  in  a  common  league  with  the 
very  men  who,  in  the  legi!>lative  halls  of  the  Stales 
—in  Ibe  balls  of  Coogresi — in  the  Eiecutive  and 
Jadtcial  Departments,  State  and  Federal — in  all 
the  snbilivi!>ien.s  of  political  power,  now  stand  for- 
ward the  relentless  advocates  of  taxes  and  dislri- 
bation^l  Yes;  the  very  men  who,  whilst  they  lell 
us  the  Treaioiy  ix  exhausted — the  blood  dried  np 
— siill  furiously  damor  for  the  last  dollar- for  tbe 
last  drop.  And  why?  To  satiate  tbe  maw  of  na 
ally,  who  has  conferred  dominion  upon  tbem. 

At  first,  sir,  the  object  of  distribution  was  dis- 
guised ;  but  now,  victorious  as  they  are,  it  is 
openly  proclaimed.  The  Senator  from  Massachn- 
seiis,  no  longer  concealing  the  real  motive,  declares 
that  he  pre&ies  thedistribuiion  of  the  revenue  among 
the  States,  in  view  of  its  application  to  the  payment 
of  their  debts;  and  for  this  be  finds  consituiional 
authority,  in  tbe  obligation  of  this  Oovernment  to 
uphold  ihe  credit  of  ifas  States,  which,  he  iofo.ins 
ns,  has  been  rudely  assailed.  And  here,  sir,  it 
wss,  at  ibis  paint  of  bis  argument,  that  the  Sesn- 
tor  broke  forth  in  the  bitterest  denunciation  of  those 
by  whom  he  alleges  this  assault  to  have  been  made. 
JL-Bot  who  are  they?  In  what  manner,  when,  where, 
*''  by  what  means,  hav«  the)  assailed  the  credit  of  the 
States?  Will  it  be  believed  (and  yet  it  is  true)  that 
it  was  the  Democracy  to  whom  he  alluded?  He 
adverted,  first,  to  extracts  in  a  British  paper,  taken 
from  Ibe  Olobe  of  this  city,  styled  by  kim  the  organ 
of  Ihe  Administration.  Next,  having  referred  to 
measures  with  which  he  knew  the  Democratic 
members  of  this  body  to  hare  been  associated,  he 
prononneed  these  things  an  attack  npon  State  cre- 
dit; and  than  declared  that  "the  man  who  would 
impair  the  State  credit  is  an  enemy  to  America,  by 
wbatercr  name  Iw  mnj  wU  Uauelf."    What,  sir  I 


the  Democracy  assail  the  credit  of  the  States',  tka 
Democracy  enemies  to  America!  they  who,  oa  al 
occasions,  have  ever  delesiled,  most  zealoasj^,  tbt 
rights  of  ibe  Staie.«,  tbe  liberties  of  the  peop^,  Iks 
interests,  honor,  and  glory  of  America;  who  tsan 
defended  all  these,  wtoher  endangered  from  abroad 
or  within;  whether  by  treasonable  mackiaatias]^  or 
open  war,  they  who,  in  the  hour  of  tteir  coaatry^ 
utmost  need — when  periled  by  foreign  ansa  ajid 
domestic  treason,  were,  of  all  her  sous,  the  fint 
to  come  forward — the  first  to  proffer  their  eona- 
sel,  their  substance,  their  blood,  in  her  defeaee — 
the  most  cheerful  to  die;  ihey  who  now,  ia 
the  pending  stmggle,  again  sweai,  as  tbey  eiac 
have  sworn,  upon  the  altar  of  that  oooatry-,  aa> 
sparing  hoslili^  to  tyranny  in  all  its  forms— «i 
every  league  into  which  ambition  andararioe  may 
enter,  for  usurpation  and  pillage.  Are  ibcse  lbs 
men,  this  tbe  party,  who  arc  thus  deaooneed— de- 
nounced as  enemies  to  America,  becaasc,  ia  this 
trying  crisis  of  the  Osvernraent,  whan  all  the  ha- 
mors  that  commonly  conspire  to  bring  liberty  to  in 
death  bed  are  manifesting  themselves  areaad  a*— 
because,  I  say,  they  dare,  in  such  a  crisis  as  this,  to 
oppose  what  ttiey  solemnly  believe  infracts  the 
Coosiitntion,  blots  out  the  States,  hazards  the  paUie 
peace,  and  tends  infallibly  to  she ^  over  the  land  die 
balafal  influence  of  a  foreign  power;  beeause  they 
date  oppose  a  system  of  measures  which  rereatens 
to  fire  Ihe  passiens  of  men  to  fury  and  madaess,  by 
placing  all  property  in  the  bands  of  Gk>vemraent  as 
a  prize,  to  be  soughi  by  fraud  and  violeaoe,  and  ob- 
tained amidst  the  turmoil  of  a  general  strife,  only  by 
the  most  daring  and  profligate?  Are  these  the  atiztns 
denounced  for  opposing  sach  measures,  as  eneoMS 
t>  America?  Yes,  this  is  tbe  impatation — indi- 
rect, it  is  true,  but  still  tbe  imputation — made  by 
that  Senator,  made  with  feelings  transponed  b^ 
yuodall  bounds,  as  if,  whilst  strogKling  tfaasloBMirt- 
gage  to  British  bankers  tbe  soil  of  his  naiise  coon- 
try,  his  allegiance  had  been  inflained  anew  by  a 
glvtce  at  that  signal  which,  at  tlie  dawn  oi  baule, 
brst  rose  on  the  terrible  day  of  Trafalgar — "Kag- 
land  expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty.-'  Yes,  su', 
I  repeat  it — feelings  transported;  for  never  bat 
once  before  have  I  known  that  Senator  excited  to 
an  equal  beat  beyond  the  uniform  temper  of  his 
mind.  And  when  was  that?  Need  I  tetl  you.  Se- 
nators, (most  of  whom  were  present,)  that  It  was 
on  tbe  memorable  night  when,  pending  the  propo- 
sition for  three  millions  to  defend  the  cooniry  ia 
the  event  of  a  war  with  France,  be  stood  forwaid, 
and  in  bis  place,  upon  ibis  floor,  declared  be 
"would  vote  it  not,  even  if  the  enemy  were  bauer- 
ing  down  the  walls  of  the  Capitol" — a  deelaratina 
in  reference  to  which  a  member  of  the  other  Hoose, 
trom  ht>  own  State  loid  of  his  own  party,  (Hon.  J. 
Q,.  Aqams,]  proclaimsd  in  that  body,  '-ihat  dM 
man  wno  would  ntter  such  a  sentiment  as  that,  bad 
but  one  more  step  to  take,  and  that  waa — iato  the 
ranks  of  the  enemy." 

'  Sir,  lo  support  its  own  credit,  will  reqoire  all  ikc 
resources  placed  by  the  Constitution  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  this  Oovernment.  With  that  of  the  States  it 
has  no  right  to  interfere,  for  good  or  for  evil.  For, 
if  it  can  with  the  one  object,  so  it  may  for  the  other 
— if  to  uphold,  so  may  it  destroy — if  to  lake  the 
States  under  its  gaardiansbip,  in  like  auuiner  may 
it  reduce  tbem  to  dependence  upon  its  will— lo  de- 
pendence not  merely  for  supplies,  bat  fur  thsir 
very  political  being;  for  the  former  rsswiiiaHy  in- 
volves  the  Utter. 

Biu,  sir,  if  the  Federal  OoTcrnincat  had  the 
right  and  ibe  means  of  interposiiig  to  sastaia  Stale 
credit,  it  covld  aot  by  possibility  do  so,  wiiboat 
tbe  utter  destruction  of  that  credit,  or  of  the  Stale 
Oovernments  tbemseWes*  For,  if  yoa  ciomiaeaBe 
and  eontinne  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  Stales,  iht 
Stales  will  continue  to  contract  them,  as  their  sols 
source  of  supply;  and  that  for  tbe  reason  ihit  yon, 
by  strengthening  their  credit  for  the  time,  enabit 
them  to  do  so;  and  becauise  yon,  not  they,  are  t» 
endure  the  burden  of  payment.  Thas,  in  Aai 
event,  will  yon  supplant  the  State  Oovernments, by 
rendering  them  palpably  useless,  except  as  affoid- 
ing  a  pretext  for  unlimited  taxation  by  yon,  to 
meet  demands  created  by  them.  And  if,  opon  tbi 
other  hand,  after  having  commeaaed  tha  paymait, 
and  tkareby  iMimulated  lite  States  («  new 
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ness— thrown  them  from  their  faard^ireeted 
their  attentioD  from  all  means  wiibib  thenuelves 
to  discharge  obtigations— if,  then,  yon  discoatinae 
that  payueot,  do  yon  not  destroy  (heir  crediit 
'What,  indeed,  sir,  it  the  proposition  now  made, 
qf  distribution  lo  pay  Slate  -debts,  bat  an  assault 
apoa  their  crediil  On  what  a^isumpiion  does  it 
rest,  bot  ihe  insolvency  or  dereliction  of  the 
Stale&l  For,  if  ihey  can  and  will  pay,  wherefore 
do  yoa  interpose?  Will  not  the  tame  amount  be 
required,  whoever  pays?  and  mast  not  the  fands 
be  drawn  from  the  same  source — the  pockets  of 
the  same  peoplel  These  qoesiiogs,  obvioas  as 
they  are,  are  not  more  so  than  the  fact,  that  the 
answers  to  all  resolve  themselves  into  this:  that  the 
Federal  (government,  seeing  the  Elates  indebted  to 
British  bankers,  deems  them  insolvent,  or  capable 
of  a  breach  of  faiib;  and  tberelore,  \ai\as  upon  it- 
self the  agency  of  tbose  bankers,  it  assumes  lo  dis- 
place Ihe  State  Legislatures  as  the  taxing  power 
tor  Stale  purposes,  and  lo  coerce  the  Slates  inio 
payment,  by  itself  taxing  their  people  for  that  ob- 
jev. 

And  now,  sir,  having  thns  far  sought,  by  reason- 
ing, to  illustrate  the  effecL^of  distribuioo  upon  the 
credit  of  the  Slates,  I  advert  to  the  tweni} -eight 
millions  deposited  with  them  in  1837,  as  a  matter 
of  experience,  which  anticipates  all  argument. 
Then  were  ihe  Stales  less  indebted,  their  credit  bet- 
ter than  now.  And  why  so7  Because  the  depo- 
si'.e,  though  it  became  itself  a  debt  due  from  the 
States,  nevertheless  stimulated  ihem  to  yet  graaier 
indebtedness,  whilst,  on  the  contrary,  yoa  depoKiled 
no  more.  Nor,  sir,  was  ibe  depcsite  applied,  in 
any  proportion,  lo  ibe  discharge  of  any  debts  what- 
ever—4ad  that  for  the  reasons  I  have  already 
given,  and  which  must  forever  exist,  so  long  as 
one  power  levies,  another  expends,  and  both  are 
free  from  restraint. 

As  to  the  new  lax  proposed  to  be  laid,  for  distri- 
baiion,  apon  the  viiaesand  siJka  now  annually  ex- 
changed by  France  wiih  uj  for  cotton,  to  the  amouqt 
of  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  it  musi,  I  have  said, 
fall  chiefly  on  ihe  people  of  the  South  and  West. 
And  why  chiefly  upon  iheml  Because  a  tax  upon 
thosearticles,  they  being luxurie>',miit>t,  if  sufiicient- 
1/  high  to  produce  the  expected  revenue,  reanlt  in 
ttieir  exclusion  from  this  conntry,and  by  consequence 
the  exclusion  of  our  cotton  from  France;  because 
that  exclusion  of  our  cotton  must,  by  restrictiaf 
tbns  the  foreign  market,  reduce,  in  a  correspond- 
log  proportion,  first  ihe  price,  and  then  the  qnantity 
raised  in  the  South;  because  such  redaction  in  the 
qnantity  of  coucn  must  rednce,  lo  that  extent,  the 
qoantity  of  labor  now  engaged  in  iis  enlturr,  and 
increase  the  products  of  grains  and  meats  in  the 
South,  by  the  uausfer  of  labar  from  cotton  lo  them; 
became  that  Iranfer  of  labor,  and  increase  of 
grains  and  meats,  produced  in  the  cotton  region, 
most  diminish  in  that  preportion  ibe  demand 
there  for  the  grains  and  meats  of  the  Northwestern 
Sutes— Ohio,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and 
othets;  because  such  decreased  demand  must  dimi- 
nish proportionately  the  price  of  these  North- 
western prodncls,  grains,  and  meats;  and  because. 
Anally,  that  diminution  of  price  most  fall  a  dead 
tax  upon  the  people  who  raise  those  products. 

England,  however,  and  England  alone,  wonld 
be  benefited  by  this  process;  and  benefited 
doubly  and  trebly  would  she  be — benefited  in  exact 
proporiioa  to  the  injury  sustained  by  ue:  for  as 
she,  with  the  exception  of  France,  now  affords  onr . 
only  market  for  cotton,  if  the  ports  of  Ihe  latter  be 
ibos  closed  against  us,  then  must  she  enjoy  an  ex- 
elusive  traffic  in  Ihe  article,  and  ihereby  power 
absolute  over  'its  price. 

Well,  therefore,  might  England  and  England's 
bankers  desire  tbe  promotion  of  those  to  authority 
among  as,  by  whom  these  iceasuret  are  proposed. 
For  what  benefits,  should  such  measures  prevail, 
has  she  not  a  right  to  expect?  What  evils — what 
dangers  lo  onr  country— to  its  independence  and 
liberty,  have  we  not  reason  to  apprehend?  With 
a  monopoly  of  half  onr  exports;  with  a  morigaKe 
on  nor  whole  public  domain;  with  near  three  hun- 
dred millions  of  stcck,  Siote  and  corporate,  invest- 
ed in  our  eoantry;  with  British  agents,  mercantile 
and  otherwise,  innnmarable  in  our  importing  cities; 
with  a  laagoage,  a  commerce,  a  kindred,  a  litera- 


ture, and  a  common  law,  each  a  medium  of  her 
influence  apon  us;  with  ber  habits  and  manners, 
ber  tavtes  and  fashions,  already  visible  through- 
out our  Atlantic  frontier;  with  provinces  and 
armies  on  oilr  borders;  with  questions  pending  most 
threatening  to  the  peace  of  tbe  nations;  with  a  na- 
tural hostility  to  the  forms  of  a  Qovernment  whose 
example  enflangers  ber  own;  with  her  military  re- 
sources and  armaments,  vast  as  ibey  are,  on  land 
and  sea;  with  these,  and  all  these  means  of  action 
and  motives  to  act,  what  has  she  not  a  reason  to 
hope,  and  we  to  fear,  if,  at  any  lime  hereafter,  a 
puiy,  however  small,  should  be  found  in  our  micUt, 
willing  to  second  her  views  of  ambition? 

Already  is  England  deeply  interested,  through 
ths  stockii  of  her  bankers,  in  our  State  legislation. 
Already  baa  she  inducements  to  interpose  in  onr 
affair^!.  But  great  as  ber  interests  are,  and  strong 
her  molives,  both  will  increase  a  hundred  fold 
should  tbe  proposed  measures  prevail.  Should 
this  Government  blend  its  legislation  with  that  of 
the  States,  and  thus,  as  the  national  power,  aSbrd  a 
pretext  for  making  the  fccurity  of  ibi^  British  capi- 
tal a  queition  of  peace  or  war,  then  will  British  in- 
fluence be  felt  in  all  its  energy;  then  will  it  enter, 
not  as  heretofore,  sl}ly  and  incidentally,  into  onr 
political  struggles,  but  with  system,  openly,  and  as 
a  matter  of  preiended  right;  then  will  ii  penade  our 
public  counciLs,  form  the  basis  of  a  British  faction 
among  us,  and  eventually  stamp  the  impress  of 
England  upon  American  legislation.  And,  sir, 
who  cau  duubt — who  that  acknowledges  any  alle- 
giance lo  truth  dares  lo  doubt,  ihat  the  influence  of 
England  has  been  felt — deeply  and  (jangerou^ly 
fell — in  producing  that  stale  of  things  which  brings 
thefe  measures  noiv  before  us?  What  Britiish 
steamer,  for  the  last  three  years,  has  sirnck  your 
shore,  whose  shock  did  not  vibrate  throughout  the 
lind?  When  did  tt'e  Bank  of  England  rpak  to 
the  commercial  world,  ihai  your  paper  system  did 
not  quiver  in  all  its  fibres?  When  did  your  banks 
sa>pend — when  contract  or  inflate  the  curreocv — 
when  did  they  either  of  these,  without  find- 
ing in  England  a  reason  for  their  conduct? 
Never.  And  think  you  that  a  nation  so  vigilant  of 
her  interest  as  the  British — so  ambitious  of  domi- 
nion—so  deadly  hostile  to  this  people,  to  liberty 
here  and  Ibe  world  over— so  prone  to  interpose  in 
the  aflfairs  of  all  others — with  motives  so  strong, 
and  means  so  adequate,  to  aid  in  tbe  change  of  our 
councils: — think  you  that  she  stood  indiflerent  to 
Ihe  recent  contest,  when,  throngh  tbe  agency  of  her 
ctoeks,  tbe  maebinery  of  the  paper  system,  through 
tbe  curtailment  of  our  currency,  ihe  reduction  of 
onr  prices,  tbe  consequent  distress  and  discontent  of 
Ihe  people^  she  could  afiTect  that  conie>t,  and  se- 
cure the  triumph  of  her  measures?  No.  Impossi- 
ble. England  takes  care  of  England's  inieresu, 
wherever  they  may  be;  nor  will  tbe  ever  want 
friends  where  those  interests  require  them. 

But  stop !  Tbe  Senator  from  vi  assachusetls,  In- 
dignant {.s  when,  but  a  moment  before,  be  imputed 
to  others  the  crime  of  being  enemies  to  America, 
exclaims,  "I  am  tired  of  hearing  this  British  in- 
fluence talked  of."  Indeed  I  And  wherefore  lired? 
Has  not  that  sound  been  long  familiar  to  him? 
Heard  he  not  those  words  during  oar  recent  war 
with  England?  when  that  England,  forgetful  of  onr 
common  origin,  regardless  of  all  the  dictates  of  hu- 
manity and  justice,  of  religion  and  of  honor — re- 
gardless of  the  rights  of  civilization  itself — em- 
ployed the  hereditary  vengeance  of  tbe  Indian 
ttities  against  our  people;  eB^)loyed  the  hatchet  of 
indisetiminaie  massacre,  not  only  in  the  field  of  bat- 
tle, but  in  the  slaughter,  upon  their  farn-.s,  of  tbe  un- 
offending citizens  of  the  frontier — men  and  wo- 
men, old  and  young— sparing  not  even  the  poor 
little  children?  Heard  he  not  then  those  words, 
when,  in  the  solitude  of  tbe  wilderness,  remote 
from  all  succor,  the  Western  selller,  returning 
wiih  the  coming  night  to  his  lonely  cabin, 
might  fiid  that  cabin  wrapped  in  fire;  might  see 
by  its  blaze  Ihe  furious  featores  of  the  brawny 
savage  as  be  raised  himself  up  frsm  his  deed  of 
death,  holding  in  one  hand  the  bleeding  scalp,  and, 
with  a  wild  Mtd  horrid  glee,  brandishing  with  the 
aher  the  reeking  tomahawk  over  the  cloven  brain 
of  the  wife;  wtulut  the  infant,  yet  alive,  cinnj;  for 
pioteetioa  <o  the  mangled  ccrpie  of  its  mother,  and 


tuned  a  mercy-imploring  eye  upon  her  marderwi 
— heard  not  that  Senator  of  British  influence  theni 
And  if  not,  where  was  he?  Where,  in  that  day  of 
bis  country's  danger,  when  with  her  borders  in 
flames,  ber  Capitol  in  asbta,  ber  energies  strung  to 
their  utmost  len>ian,  she  stretched  forth  her  hands, 
and,  with  a  parent's  voice,  demanded  the  aid,  the 
counsel,  and  courage  of  all  her  sons; — where  in 
that  day,  was  tbe  man  who  now,  when  England's 
interests  are  involved,  denodnces  Democrats  as 
public  enemies,  for  refusing  obedience  to  a 
British  cd:ei?  Where  then  was  he?  Did  be  re- 
spoad  to  that  call  of  his  country?  or  did  he  acoflT 
at  ber  calamiliei,  and,  niterly  insensible  to  tbe 
bufleriogs  of  his  fellow-citizens  from  conflagrai 
lion  and  massacre,  did  he,  as  a  member  of  the  oihci 
Hi'use,  answer  their  cries  for  aid,  by  refusing 
even  bread  and  clothin;;  to  the  troops  marching  to 
theix  relief — marching  to  put  out  the  fires,  and  to 
save  Ibe  vietimv?  I  ask  these  questions,  and  I  ap- 
peal to  the  journals  of  Congress— yes,  to  this  whole 
nation — to  answer. 

Becent  occurrences,  Mr.  President,  have  throwa 
a  dark  pall  over  the  face  of  the  land.  Causes,  in- 
numerable, each  in  its  way  threaUning  the  public 
freedom,  have  collected  about  us.  To  those  pre- 
ioclined  to  despondency,  the  future  presents,  there- 
for>',  a  dreary  and  a  dismal  prospect.  But  to  the 
highhearted,  antiriog  Democracy,  there  is  nothioK 
in  ihat  future  to  excite  terror  or  despair,  for,  united 
in  purpose  and  in  action,  and  roused  by  the  great 
object  of  a  nation's  deliverance,  suc|)  a  party  eaunot 
be  withstood  ia  a  cause  so  just  and  glorioos.  Coo- 
I  age,  then,  my  friend.'';  lei  us  draw  fresh  courage 
from  the  very  presence  and  magnitude  of  ihe  dai^ 
ger;  and  wiih  confidence  unabated  in  the  general 
Dody  of  the  people,  let  us  rally  in  one  great  effort 
to  the  coming  strife.  Then  will  Ihe  league  of  am- 
bition and  avarice,  now  formed  against  as,  be 
tpeedily  broken;  then  will  the  Constitution  be  re- 
stored to  life,  law  to  its  dominion,  truth  to  ils  an- 
thoriiy,  and  justice  to  iu  rights.  No;  let  none  de- 
spair. The  source  of  all  power  and  of  all  bop^^ 
the  heart  of  the  nation — is  stiU-eound  to  the  core; 
siill  are  ihe  forms  of  the  Government  left;  andstiH, 
over  our  infant  liberty,  tbe  guardian  (tar  keeps 
waich  in  the  sky.  Long  may  it  yet  elude  the  search 
ef  the  tyrant;  and  if,  io  after  day,  when  grown  lo 
maturity,  tbe  high  priests  and  money-changers  shall 
conspire  to  bring  it  to  the  cross,  there,  even  there, 
in  piiy  and  io  mercy  to  poor  human  nature,  will  it, 
amid  the  last  agony,  invoke,  "Father,  forgive  iheBi 
they  know  not  what  they  do." 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  SMITH, 

OF  INDUNA, 
In  the  House  of  JitfntetiiatUiea,  Februay  25,  1841— 
On   tbe  navy  appropriation  bill;   ihe  quesdoa 
pending  being  on  Ibe  motion  of  Mr.  Saltom- 
STALL  to  augment  the  appropriation  "for  the  in- 
crease, repair,  armament,  and  equipment  of  Ihe 
navy,  and  wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  commis- 
sion," from  Jl,425,000  to  J2,000,000. 
Mr.  SMITH,  after  some  preliminary  remarks, 
in  which  he  said  he  should  irespaa*  but  a  short 
lime  on  the  patience  of  the  committee,  expreseed 
his  intention  to  vote  against  the  amendment  oflTered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maisacbuselts,  [Mr.  Sal- 

TOH&TlLL.] 

Mr.  S.  then  referred  lo  the  previous  speeches  in 
favor  of  tbe  amendment,  and  commented  with 
some  .severity  on  the  inconsistencies  of  ceriaili  gen- 
tlemen in  attempting  to  explain  away  their  past 
scruples  about  ''extravagance,"  etc.  Those  gen- 
tlemen after  having,  for  lbs  last  few  years,  raised 
an  incessant  clamor  about  "retrenchment  and  re- 
form," now  appeared  willing  lo  act  upon  the  very 
system  they  had  been  so  vebemenlly  condemning. 
But,  in  order  to  escape  tbe  conclusion  which  must 
necessarily  be  drawn  upon  their  strange  conduct, 
Ihey  veered  round  and  now  asserled  that  they  did 
really  want  reform;  bnt  a  refcrm,  not  of  money, 
but  of  principle.  Now,  what  was  lo  be  made  of 
this?  Could  ibere  be  a  reform  ot  principle  without 
a  reform  of  money?  Could  gentlemen  be  said  to 
have  reformed  in  priiiciple,  when,  at  the  same 
lime,  tbry  were  advocating  the  most  extravagant 
appropiiation«?    The  idea  was  preposteiond.    It 
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WM  a  distinction  withoat  a  difference,  and  the  weak 
and  miserable  attempt  at  ezcue  woald  be  prepeily 
approciated  by  the  pabiie  mind. 

Mr.  8.  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  aspersions 
east  npoB  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  whom  «ome 
gentleman  had  sneered  at  as  a  mere  "novel  writer," 
and  bad  asked  what  could  be  expected  from  such 
a  person.  In  answer  to  this,  Mr.  S.  said  be  woald 
as  soon  trust  the  affairs  of  the  Navy  in  the 
hands  of  a  "novel  writer,"  a*  to  a  man  who  had 
been  immnred  all  his  life  in  a  law  library.  (Mr. 
.8.  here,  the  Reporter  presumes,  had  reference  to 
the  fatnte  Secretaiy,  Mr.  Badger.) 

Mr.  S.  repeated  that  he  considered  it  his  impera- 
tive daty  to  vote  against  the  amendment,  inasmoeh 
as  it  asked  an  increase  of  the  appropriation  much 
beyond  that  which  bad  been  recommended  by  those 
whose  pecoliar  duty  it  was  to  attend  to  the  interests 
of  the  Navy,  and  who  had  it  ander  their  especial 
eharge.  Mr.  S.  contended  that  it  was  to  be  pre> 
somed  ihat  those  who  had  the  subject  under  their 
especial  eharge,  ought  to  know  best  whj.t  amount 
of  money  was  required. 

After  some  further  remarks  oD  the  above  head, 
Mr.  8.  said  it  would  be  impossible  for  genilemen 
to  carry  out  their  promised  system  of  reform  unless 
diey  ctMomence  by  cutting  down  all  unnecessary 
appropriations. 

My  colleague  (said  Mr.  S.)  has  said  that  he  did 
not  complain  so  much  about  the  amonut  of  money 
expended  by  the  present  Adminislration,  as  the 
iiwnn«r  in  which  it  had  been  expended.  Now,  he 
(Mr.  S.)  was  unable  to  comprehend  the  distinction. 

Mr.  8.  next  proceeded  to  notice  the  stran;e  in- 
coati&tency  of  the  Opposition,  in  first  raising  a 
storm  about  the  amount  of  money  which  had  been 
expended  by  the  present  Administratioo,  and  then 
in  the  same  breath  proposing  to  run  up  the  ezpenr 
ditures  of  the  coining  administration  to  five  times 
the  amount. 

The  mover  of  the  amendment  [Mr.  Saltohstill] 
had  pursued  a  most  extraordiiuuy  course,  for,  but  a 
short  time  ago,  he  had  been  sending  documents 
through  the  land,  tsomplaining  of  the  extravagance 
of  the  Administration,  and  now  be  had  been  de- 
elamittg  against  the  same  Administration  for  "m<an 
fammo*y.*' 

Mr.  S.  then  went  on  to  show  that  the  charges  of 
gentlemen  that  the  navy  had  been  neglected,  was 
without  the  least  foondalion.  So  far  Irom  the  in- 
terests of  that  branch  of  the  public  service  having 
been  neglected,  it  must  be  obvious  to  all  who  would 
take  the  trouble  to  ezamiue  the  documents,  that  the 
navy  had  been  materially  increased  daring  the  last 
'  few  years,  tie  then  showed  the  great  amount  of 
money  that  had  been  appropriated  for  that  branch 
of  the  service,  and  was  sarprised  that  gentlemen 
should  make  such  charges  as  they  had.  He  sin- 
cerely hoped  that  they  would.  In  future,  take  the 
trouble  to  examine  the  dociunents  to  see  what  had 
really  been  done,  before  they  proceeded  to  make 
charges  so  utterly  devoid  of  foundation. 

Those  who  bad  thii  particular  object  under  their 
control  were,  it  must  be  admitted,  most  likely  to 
know  what  was  really  wanted. 

Bst  Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  say  that  the  Navy 
Board,  like  every  other  body  who  had  a  particular 
branch  under  their  care,  were  apt  to  think  that  on 
that  particular  branch  alone  depended  entirely  the 
interests  uf  the  country.  This  was  very  natural, 
but  it  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  supervixe  the 
estimates,  and,  when  needed,  cut  down  the  appro- 
priations recommended. 

In  saying  this,  however,  be  (Mr.  8.)  wished  to 
be  understood  as  being  willing  lor  ampk  appro- 
priations for  the  navy,  althoagb  he  would  not  vote 
for  an  extravagant  appropriation. 

Mr.  8.  in  referring  to  the  feelings  of  Western 
people  on  this  subject,  said  he  did  not  pretend  to 
be  anezponeotof  Western  feeling,  but  still  be 
thought  he  h^d  carried  out  ihe  principles  on  which 
hfr  was  elected.  Bat,  (;aid  Mr.  8.)  my  colIeag;ue 
[Mr.  Pbopfit]  wot  elected  as  a  "reformer."  But, 
let  our  actioKs  and  our  votes  on  tbi$  floor  show 
who  has  been  the  real  reformer.  The  people  of  the 
West  expected  that  the  apprnpriations  ought  to  be 
cut  down,  and  (Aa(.  in  their  cpinion,  was  rifurm. 

Mr.  8.  oeit  proceeded  to  notice  the  fortification 
bUl  reported  by  Mr.  W4DDT  Taoimoir,  from  tb« 


Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  That  gentleuian 
(said  Mr.  8.)  has  introduced  a  bill  involving  an 
amount  of  <i»o  and  a  half  mUUnu,  and  yet  he 
claims  to  be  a  rtformtr!  He  reads  us  a  ho- 
mily about  fortifications  at  the  'South,  on  the 
Qulf  of  Mexico,  etc.  He  tells  usi  a  story 
that  the  cities  of  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
New  Orleans,  and  other  great  commercial  cities, 
might  be  destroyed,  or  laid  under  contribution  by 
an  enemy,  in  our  present  defenceless  state.  But 
be  would  ask  the  gentleman  how  we  managed  at 
the  last  war,  when  we  were  much  weaker  than  we  ' 
were  at  present — when  our  resources  were  not  to 
be  compared  with  those  we  now  possessed;  and 
yet  we  defended  New  Orleans,  without  any  such 
fortifications  as  the  gentleman  deemed  necessary. 
The  gentleman  would  bear  in  mind  that  the  pa- 
triotic sons  of  the  West,  with  a  few  cotton  bags, 
gallantly  repulsed  the  enemy,  and  carried  death 
and  destruction  into  their  ranks.  It  was  done  then; 
and  if  the  same  patjiotism  now  glowed  in  the  bo- 
soms of  the  people  of  the  '^est,  it  could  be  done 
again. 

Mr.  8.  went  on  to  say,  that  be  was  apprehen- 
sive that  geotlemeo  did  not  present  their  real  rea- 
sons for  asking  such  large  appropriations.  There 
was  something  behind  the  curtain — some  movement 
which  was  calculated  to  be  kept  from  the  public 
eye.  8o,  in  order  to  get  the  people  to  do  Ihat 
which  they  would  never  do  voluntarily,  this  cry 
about  the  defencelesi  stale  of  the  country  was 
raised,  as  a  pretext  forgetting  appropriations.  The 
only  way  to  reform,  was  to  cut  doorn,  instead  of  in- 
creasing, the  appropriations.  Bat  genilemen  said 
they  were  about  to  reform  on  principle.  Tbat  was 
rather  a  strange  assertion,  to  reform  on  principle, 
withoat  reforming  in  their  expenditures.  He  wished 
some  gentleman  would  be  kind  enough  to  give  a  de- 
finition of  what  was  meant  by  a  reform  of  princi- 
ple, and  a  reform  of  money.  How  were  they  to  re- 
form on  principle,  without  reforming  in  money? 

Mr.  8.  then  alluded  to  the  fivorile  measures 
which  the  friends  of  the  coming  Administration  de- 
sired to  carry,  such  as  a  high  tariff,  a  National 
Bank,  &a.  He  intimated  tbat  the  people,  under 
the  present  feeling  of  exultation  and  excitement, 
might  easily  be  led  p  rally  round  any  popular 
leader,  aroond  whom  they  would  freely  rush  for 
the  carrying  of  any  system  of  "reform"  he  might 
think  proper  to  recommend.  The  people,  at  the 
present  moment,  did  not  stop  t«  reason,  but  were 
under  the  inSnenceofa  high  excitement.  The  fact 
was,  that  now  entftliiiasnt  had  got  Ikt  betUrofrea- 
son.  But  when  the  people  should  have  time  to  re- 
flect calmly,  Utey  would  not  so  easily  be  brought  to 
Euppori  the  schemes  now  desired.  When  the  peo- 
people  should  have  time  to  look  around  them,  after 
the  waves  of  political  excitement  should  have  sub- 
sided, then  reason,  and  not  passion,  would  rule. 
But  gentlemen  were  afraid  to  wait  until  tbat  time. 
They  must  seize  the  present  moment,  or  they  knew 
they  would  have  no  hope. 

After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  8.  contended 
that  he  would  prefer  the  estimates  of  tb*  committee 
to  those  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  advocated  an 
increase  of  the  appropriation. 

Bat  (said  Mr.  S.)  1  have  another  reason,  though 
I  do  not  rely  upon  that,  for  voting  against  the 
amendment.  By  keeping  down  the  expenditures, 
it  would  prevent  the  necessity  of  calling  an  extra 
session.  If  the  appropriations  were  kept  within 
proper  bounds,  there  would  then  exist  no  reason 
for  a  called  session;  and  he  presumed  that,  under 
such  circumstances,  the  coming  Administration 
would  not  dare  to  commit  so  flagrant  an  act  as  to 
call  an  extra  session,  unless,  in  the  event  of  an 
'■extraordinary  occasion,"  such  as  foreign  war,&e. 

Mr.  8.  concluded  by  saying  that  he  would  vole 
for  the  bill  as  presented  by  the  committee,  unless 
stronger  reasons  should  be  urged  in  favor  of  the 
amendment 

REMARKS  OP  MR.  SMITH  OP  INDIANA, 
On  Friday  evening,  the  96(A  ef  Adruary,  1841. 
peiuling  the  same  amendment. 
After  Mr.  Wick  sat  down,  Mr.  Pboppit  obtain- 
ed the  floor,  and,  at  considerable  length,  gave  his 
views  in  favor  of  the  amendment  to  the  Navy  Ap- 
prikUoB  bill,  and  in  r«ply  to  Mr.  Wioci  ud  to  the 


Fpeech  of  Mr.  Smith  mad*  a  few  days  before  tm 
the  same  bill.  Mr.  Pboffit  spoke  of  the  jtmAcm 
of  Mr.  Wick,  but  regretted  tbat  he  did  not  see  him 
in  his  place.  He  said  he  was  imformrd  that  hii 
colleague  (Mr.  Wick)  had  made  statements  drny- 
iug  what  he  had  said  of  that  gentleman^  poadoK 
on  a  former  occasion;  if  so,  he  stood  ready  to  prvte 
it  in  half  an  hour.  He  regretted,  b*  said,  t»  ate 
he  was  hot  in  his  place,  but  be  hoped,  if  he  bad 
any  colleague  that  heard  him,  he  would  answer. 

Mr.  SMITH  rose  and  said,  he  would  Dot  ands- 
take  to  speak  or  explain,  for  bis  colleague,  (Ur. 
Wick,)  who  was  so  able  to  speak  for  himself,  bat 
he  would  repeat  what  be  did  say,  as  he  vatitimoei 
him.  He  said  "that  it  was  true  that  once  be  dU 
support  Mr.  Clay;  but  when  Mr.  Van  Borea  was 
elected  President,  he  supported  him;  and  at  Ae 
time  of  his  elrctiou  to  Congress,  it  was  areU  vAr- 
stood  aod  fully  knowa  to  his  constituents." 

Mr.  PaoFPiT  proceeded  and  said,  -let  his  eeif 
leagues  go  home  and  lell  Ihe  people  of  Indiaiia, 
whose  districts  are  against  ihem  1,500, 3,000,  aad 
thousands,  tbat  they  have  been  deluded  by  cooa- 
skins,  log-cabins,  etc.  and  he  ventured  Ihe  letam 
from  that  State  would  retitm  0— pretty  moeb  what 
it  is  now. 

Mr.  Siirra  arose  and  demanded  of  Bit.  P.  to 
locate  his  ramarks,  and  state  which  of  his  coV- 
leagues  had  ever,  in  debate,  used  the  words  'towa- 
skins"  or  "log  cabin,"  or  in  any  way  impqgaed  the 
intelli^eaee  of  the  people.  He  said  he  had  not 
even  heard  such  remarl^. 

Mr.  PaoFFiT  replied  that  Oeneral  Howard  had. 

Mr.  Smitb  remarked  (sitting  down)  it  was  not 
irove  to  fight  the  dead  or  absent. 

Mr.  PaoFPiT,  after  some  other  remarks  mMoHy 
addressed  to  Mr.  S.  took  his  seat- 
Mr.  Smith  arose  to  reply  amidst  loud  eries  for 
the  question. 

Mr.  WikDDv  Tbohpsok  gave  notice  that  be 
would  enforce  the  rule,  and  require  geademen  to 
keep  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Smith  appealed  to  the  mi^nanimity  of 
the  House,  whether  they  would  enforce  the  nto 
upon  him,  and  cut  him  off  from  a  reply  to  the  re- 
marks made  by  his  eolleagne — made  at  broid- 
cast — impugning  himself  and  his  colleagiaes.  He' 
did  not  apprehend  thai  such  a  course  would  be 
taken. 

[Cries  of  "no,  no!  go  on!  go  on!"  bom  all  qui- 
ters.] 

Mr.  8.  said  be  did  net  propose  to  be  tedioos;  aad 
that  it  should  not  be  thought  that  his  remarks  wen 
totally  irrelevant,  he  would  say  as  much  aboat  die 
amendment  as  any  gentleman  had  said,  and  that  he 
would  say  in  a  very  few  words;  and  that  was,  he 
was  opposed  to  it,  and  should  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  8.  said,  that  in  the  remarks  he  made  a  few 
days  ago,  he  did  refer  to  his  colleague,  [tdt.  Paor* 
FIT,]  but  regretted  that  he  was  not  in  his  place.  His 
reference  was  very  brief  on  that  account;  but  what 
he  said  then,  he  would  recapitnlato  now.  That 
was,  that  be  did  not  think  his  colleague  was  a  cor- 
rect exponent  of  public  sentiment  for  the  West, 
when  be  stated  that  he  would  vole  the  amend- 
ment, two  millions  or  five  millions  for  ihe  navy,  or 
tbat  he  would  be  willing  to  see  the  pabiie  domain 
pit  dged,  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  ihe  navy. 
Mr.  8.  said  be  knew  that  the  people  of  the  West 
felt  a  deep  and  patriotic  interest  in  the  navy.  Bat 
they  were  not  willing  to  have  its  whole  weight  sad- 
dled on  ihem.  His  opinion  was,  they  were  williag 
to  contribute  their  due  proportion  for  its  improve- 
ment  and  supporl,  and  that  on  fair  and  equal  piia- 
cipies,  and  no  more.  He  might  mistake  pnUie 
sentiment,  but  this  was  his  opinion;  and  funher, 
said  Mr.  8.  -I  am  opposed  to  the  idea  of  build- 
ing up  and  snpporting  a  navy  in  time  of  peace 
equal  to  the  contingency  of  war.  Such  a  poli^ 
would  be  suicidal,  and  calculated  to  eat  out  ite 
substance  of  the  people.  But  my  colleague  any  be 
right,  and  I  wrong;  but  I  trust  this  issue  to  dw 
people.  He  says  he  always  was  imposed  u  this 
narrow,  contracted  policy.  He  said  in  ihe  Legs- 
lature,  when  it  was  unpopular  to  speak  of  dntribv- 
lion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pnblie 
land,  he  had  taken  bold  ground  in  favor  of 
it,  and  introduced  i;esolutions  on  that  sabjeet; 
when  gradiiation,  pre-emption,  ndwtiiw,  ni 
'  O 
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ession  was  the  hambng  cry,  be  always  was 
pposed  to  nanow  polity;  be  had  a  coniempt  for  it. 
(  was  line,  Mr.  Smith  said,  that  himself  and  co- 
Mgttc,  in  the  Legislamie  of  their  Slate,  were  re- 
Wded  as  very  opposite  in  politics.  His  coUeagae 
raa  then  for  prot'ost  ezpendiiurp;  and  he  was  re- 
•tded  as  a  rigid  economist.  He  said  he  was  sent 
lere  as  a  friend  of  the  present  Administration,  and 
lit  colleagae  came  np  as  a  mighty  reformer  and 
oonomiser;  bat,  thongh  measares  were  ch^ged, 
iiaelieeg  were  mot.  Notwithstanding  the  prufcs- 
ioa*  of  hiscolleagne,  Mr.  8.  trennired  to  assert  that, 
r  their  Totea  vere  compared  in  Congress,  his 
oUeagae  had  Toted  lo  appropriate  millions  more 
lian  he  had.  Sir,  said  Mr.  S.  I  have  been  with 
ly  colleajtoe  in  all  his  efibrts  at  boastful  reform, 
voted  with  him  last  year  to  ledooe  the  salary  of 
lie  Commissioner  of  Pensions  from  |3,000  down 
3  ^,500.  I  was  prepared  to  go  any  length  with 
lim  in  reform,  and  knew  I  should  not  hazard 
anob.  But,  to  my  mortification,  he  comes  out 
liis  year,  disclaims  that  act,  and  says  it  b  the  only 
lad  act  he  has  done  sioce  here.  In  his  disclaimer 
«  inclndes  me  in  his  crimei,  if  it  be  one;  but,  I  can 
car  it.  I  differ  with  him  in  the  opinion  that  it  it 
be  only  bad  act;  I  iodine  to  think  it  is  the  only 
food  act,  and  I  am  glad  to  i>hare  his  good  deeds, 
ind  avoid  the  bad.  Bat  I  most  coufess,  swd  Mr. 
1. 1  was  somewhat  astonished  when  my  colleague 
aade  the  motion  to  reduce  that  officer's  salary, 
rell  recollecting,  in  odt  State  Legislature,  that  that 
;enUeman  sostained  and  supported  (be  payment  of 
i  aalary  much  higher  to  oar  CHtf  Engineer  a  sa- 
ary  in  propsrtion  to  our  revenaes,  about  equal  to 
he  sum  total  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  navy 
if  the  United  Slates  as  compared  with  the  revenaes 
>f  the  United  States.  Oar  revenues  at  that  time 
ras  aboat  f  60,000,  wrong  from  the  hard  earniog 
if  the  people  by  taxation,  and  the  revenaes  of  the 
Tnion  net  less  than  (40,000,000.  Sir,  said  Mr.  S. 
be  chaDge  from  extravagance  to  economy  in  my 
Iriend  ia  in  sound,  net  in  sabstance. 

Air.  Paornr  stated  the  gentleman  (Mr.  8.) 
oixbt  write  out  speeehes  at  his  leisure,  Ae. 

Bilr.  S.  replied  that  be  was  not  in  the  haibit  of  writ- 
Bg  oat  speeehes;  he  never  had  written  oat  one,  and 
le  was  very  careless  that  the  people  knew  what  be 
'id  say.  He  did  not  write,  speak,  nor  act  for  im- 
tartttHtf,  politically,  but  he  was  desirous,  by  his 
otes  and  deportment,  to  represent  his  friends  fairly, 
nd  that  be  woald  do  so  no  man  knew  better  than  his 
olleague.  It  was  known  to  his  colleague  that  be 
«Ter  was  kno«  n  to  recede  an  opinion  for  popular 
avor,  and  be  never  would.  Mr.  S.  said  it  was 
asy  to  say  bold  things  and  speak  big  wont* — large 
rorda  were  as  easily  spoken  as  small  ones^ 
nt  it  required  force  of  character  to  stand  oat 
gainst  the  storm.  If  my  colleagoe  initinuates  that 
was  not  fully  nndeistood,  at  the  time  of  my  elec- 
on,  by  the  people,  I  feel  bound  to  repel  it,  for  the 
redit  of  my  honorable  competitor,  the  Hon.  Oto. 
T.  Jhm*.  I  know,  to  name  him,  many  will  r«- 
ognise  him  and  recollect  him  as  a  man  of  luenra. 
lir,  his  ability  wUl  not  be  disputed.  Then,  sir, 
orely  if  I  failed,  as  perhaps  I  did,  to  make  the 
eople  nnderstand  the  question  of  the  Sui-TVcamry, 
i  is  not  complimentary  to  him,  that  he  failed  too  as 
e  attempted  to  point  out  its  deformity,  in  seventy- 
re  set  speeehes  in  the  district,  before  the  election, 
lir,  on  no  subjecl  did  the  people  of  my  district  act 
lore  with  their  eyes  open,  than  on  that  occasion. 
tat,  my  colleague  says,  he  teathe$  kit  piopU.  [Here 
dr.  S.  turned  round  as  to  afford  Mr.  P.  an  oppor- 
anity  to  explain  the  expression,  "tuch  Aiipespie."] 
do  not  teach  mine;  they  teach  me.  If  they  were 
lassive  eDoagh  to  abide  my  teaching,  they  might 
asent  to  all  I  do;  but  that  is  not  their  character. 
[Itey  profess  to  know  for  tbemielves;  and  if  they 
.re  not  pleased  with  me,  they  will  ttaeh  me  to 
tay  at  home,  as  they  have  the  power  and  right 
o  do. 

My  colleague  (said  Mr.  S.)  speaks  in  tones  of 
riumph  of  certain  defeat  of  all  his  Democratic 
M>lleagae8.  How  magnaDimons  this  is  I  will 
save  for  others  to  jndge.  True  it  is,  there  appear 
o  be  large  majoriiies  against  us,  and  it  is  very 
•robable  that  we  may  not  be.able  to  roll  back  the 
id*  of  public  opinion,  all  may  be  defeated,  and 
teibapsshooldbe. 


My  motto  is,  the  people  will  do  right;  but  I 
think  he  is  mistaken,  when  he  Eays  the  Democratic 
party  is  a  dead  corpse,  stinking  and  offensive,  and 
not  worth  kicking  out  of  the  way.  Does  he  not 
recollect  that,  at  the  late  election,  Mr.  Van  Buren- 
got  over  50,000  votes,  thowing  a  clear  majority 
over  the  asfened  polls  of  the  State?  But,  sir, 
this  fact  aside.  The  numerical  strength  of  the 
party  should  entitle  it  some  respect,  and  it  has 
power  yet  to  make  a  considerable  stir,  especially 
ia  the  gentleman'^  own  Mitriet.  Bat  (Mr.  8.  said) 
he  could  not  glory  in  ihe  defeat  of  any  colleague 
with  whom  had  been  associated,  and  he  avowed  he 
entertained  nothing  but  personal  good  will  to  any. 
Mr.  S.  remarked  that  be  had  promised  brevity,  and 
the  marked  alienlion  of  the  Hoace  admonished -him 
of  bis  obligation.  He  thanked  the  House  heartily, 
and  <at  down. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  SMITH  OF  INDIANA, 
In  the  Ho%ut  •/  Reprt$etUaiviet,  Wednttiay,  Mndk 
3, 1841— On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  O&avss  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  rf  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Stales  to  boy  np  the  individual  stock  in 
the  Ohio  and  Portland  Canal  aroand  the  falls  of 
the  Ohio  river. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  said  he  did  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  speech  on  the  merits  of  the 
proposition  of  the  honorable  member  from  Ken. 
tacky,  (Mr.  Qraves)  But,  on  his  side  of  the 
House,  simply  to  restate  the  matter  eouiained  in 
the  amendment  as  it  was,  and  as  he  understood  ii; 
and  he  was  satisfied  if  it  was  understood  it  would 
meet  with  the  entire  approbation  of  the  committee. 
He  thought  it  so  reasonable  that  it  would  not  meet 
with  any  serious  oppoeition  from  any  qaarter. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.  it  simply  proposes  to  direct  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  appropriate  the  UM* 
accruing  on  the  Oovemmenfa  stock  in  that  work 
to  purchase  out  the  individual  stock,  at  the  lowest 
rate  that  it  can  be  bad,  providing  that  he  shall  not 
exceed  a  oertain  sum  fixed  by  the  law  proposed. 
Mr.  8.  said  this  bill  did  not  take  any  thing  from  the 
Treasury.  If  gentlemen  reflected,  the  oppression 
of  that  monopoly  on  the  trade  of  all  the  West,  and 
the  power  of  oppression  it  had  over  those  important 
interests,  be  was  sure  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  woald  be  disposed  to  take  up  the  individual 
stock,  and  make  it  free,  as  this  amendment  contem- 
plates; widen  and  improve  the  work  to  answer  the 
purposes  of  the  great  and  inerrasing  commerce  of 
that  noble  river,  collecting  only  sufficient  tolls  to 
improve  it  in  a  suitable  manner  for  that  purpose, 
and  keep  it  in  repair.  This  much  I  think  the 
West,  and  the  people  identified  with  this  work,  have 
a  right  to  expect.  He  said  he  could  see  no  princi- 
ple that  eonid  be  brought  to  bear  against  it.  He 
hoped  it  would  be  adopted. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  LINN, 

OF  MISSOURI, 
£t  StMti,  Wtinniaf,%  iamMry  6,  1841— On  the 
Prospective  Pre-emption  bilL 
Mr.  Clat  of  Kentucky  and  Mr.  Wright  having 
submitted  their  views  of  the  subject, 

Mr.  LINN  rose  to  make  a  few  observations,  and 
to  notice  some  of  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  Se- 
nator from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat,]  which  referred 
to  what  he  (Mr.  Linn)  had  said,  on  a  former  day, 
in  regard  to  the  application  of  force  to  carry  into 
effect  Ihe  prohibitory  laws  against  those  who  set- 
tled on  and  used  the.  public  lands,  and  for  whose 
benefit  pre-«mption  laws  had  been  parsed  by  Con* 
gress  from  time  to  time.  Mr.  L.  bad  then  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  it  was  physically  impossi- 
ble to  remove,  by  force,  those  who  are  usually 
termed  "f  qaatters"  upon  the  public  domain.  He 
had  often  expressed  that  opinion  here  and  else- 
where: it  was  the  settled  conviction  of  his  mind. 
And  he  now  put  the  question  to  the  honorable  Se- 
nator from  Kentucky,  [tfr.  Clat,]  whether  be 
woald,  were  he  in  the  Executive  chair  of  the 
United  States,  wield  the  military  power  of  the  Oo- 
'  vernment  in  an  endearor  to  disposseRS  th*m1  He 
woali  like  to  see  the  man  who  would  avow  such 
an  intention.  The  orders  undoubtedly  might  be 
issued;  but  eould  the  officers  of  the  army  execute 
them,  evea  if  they  woold?    He  apprehoided  not. 


On  this  subject,  it  might  be  well  to  advot  to  what 
had  been  said,  and  said  so  welt,  by  his  friend  from 
Arkansas,  {Mr.  Seviu,]  the  other  day,  of  this  ex. 
petiment,  when  tried  only  in  a  very  small  way. 
Orders  were  given  to  the  military,  and  the  officers 
attempted,  nay,  did,  remove  the  settlers  from  what 
is  called  Lovely's  Purchase,  which  had  been 
wrenched  from  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  by  a- 
treaty  with  some  tribe  of  Indians  within  the  bor- 
ders of  an  old  State,  and  for  the'benefit  and  ac- 
commodation of  that  Slate.  The  district  of  country 
thus  severed  from  the  Territory  was  three  hundred 
miles  in  length  and  forty  miles  wide.  The 
officers  had  no  sooner  executed  their  orders,  and 
turned  their  backs,  than  the  inhabitants  returned 
to  Ihe  lauds  which  they  claimed.  Their  bouses 
had  been  burned;  they  rebnilt  them. ,  Their  aops 
had  been  cut  up  and  destroyed;  they  replanted 
them !  Tbey  were  driven  off  a  second  time,  and  a 
second  lime  they  returned !  Thus  they  persevered 
antil  Ihe  Government  (iave  up  the  contest;  and 
finally  granted  to  each  family,  as  an  indemnity  for 
their  latses,  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land ;  whilst  those  who  bad  respected  ihe  laws, 
and  quietly  quilled  their  homes,  in  obedience  to  the 
orders  of  the  Government,  will  receive  but  one 
hundred  &nd  cixiy  acres  by  a  bill  which  pasaed  ib-s 
boose  only  a  few  days  ago.  Now,  if  Ihe  power 
of  the  Government  could  not  enforee  its  prohibi- 
tions in  the  single  State  of  Arkansas,  at  that  time 
a  feeble  and  dependent  territory,  bow  was  it  likely 
to  succeed  ibroukh  the  extended  line  from  Lake 
Superior  to  the  Sabine  riveil  Before  such  an  ope- 
ration conld  even  be  attempted,  yoa  must  augment 
the  numbers  of  your  army,  for  the  whole  military 
force  of  the  eoantiy,  as  it  now  stands,  woald  be 
totally  inadequate  to  to  accomplish  each  an  object. 
The  very  idea  has  in  it  something  ludicrous,  not  to 
say  Q.aixotic,  to  those  acquainted  with  the  nature 
of  the  subject.  It  would  certainly  be  a  meet 
amusing  speciacle  to  behold  oar  gallant  and 
hivalrie  officers  occupied  in  driving  the  helpless 
women  and  inoffensive  children  from  their  home* 
and  habitations,  whilst  their  fathers  and  hosbanda 
were  ready,  with  their  rifles,  to  pour  upon  them 
certain  destruction  from  the  woods  and  tbickeisl 
The  very  auempt  would  lead  to  their  extermina- 
tion, thereby  addnciog  a  new  proof  that  there  is  but 
one  step  from  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous !  The 
troth  is,  thai  the  law  prohibiting  such  ^eltlemeat 
was  proetieat^  a  daad  letter,  and  must  remain  so.  _ 

In  our  early  history  there  was  no  law  prohibit- 
ing our  people  from  settling  where  they  pleased 
on  the  unoccapied  public  lands.  The  first  law 
upon  that  subject  was  passed  in  1807,  and  seemed 
to  be  intended  against  those  who  claimed  lands  un-  . 
der  the  French  and  Spanish  grants  in  Loaisiana, 
and  tbb  object  was  to  prevent  thoae  who  had  only 
an  inchoate  Utie  under  such  grants  from  go- 
ing upon  the  public  domain,  and  locating  and 
surveying  such  claims  a$  kid  nel  teen  surMy 
tii  and  a  most  iniquitous  law  it  was.  He 
wenid  speak  with  respect  of  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress, but  sacb  wag  his  opinion  of  that  law,  and 
be concrived  it  might  easily  be  proved.  He' now 
repeated  his  assertion,  that  the  attempt  to  pa»  any 
law  to  restrain  the  American  people  from  settlii^ 
on  the  public  lands  was  worse  than  useless.  Con- 
gress might  employ  itself  in  passing  such  edicts  as 
often  as  it  pleased,  but  it  never  coald  have  one  of 
them  (ffectually  enforced. 

As  to  pre-emption  laws,  there  were  now  whole 
districts  occupied  under  them,  which  would  have 
remained  a  bowling  wilderness  (or  years  bat  for 
the  settlers  havinir  preceded  yonr  surveyors;  and  it 
is  now  an  important  policy  to  bring  those  lands  into 
market.  They  would  yield  the  Treasury  mUlions 
of  dollars  for  the  benefit  of  General  Harrison's 
administration;  and  were  it  not  for  oar  pre  emp- 
lion  laws,  these  districts  would  have  been  bat  slow- 
ly oeenpied. 

The  honorable  Senator  seemed  earnestly  to  de- 
precate any  changes  being  made  in  our  land  sys- 
tem. Sir,  that  system  has  been  constantly  chanc- 
ing from  the  very  beginning.  Up  to  the  year  1807, 
it  is  believed  that  there  existed  no  law  against  tres- 
passing upon  the  public  domain.  Antecedent  to 
the  year  1830,  it  was  a  system  of  cedit,  which 
was,  in  it*  effects,  a  pre-emptioa  law,  htemtte  it  en- 
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abM  Ike  poor  man  to  lake  poatession  of  a  choice 
pieee  of  land,  on  the  payment  of  a  feir  doUin,  and 
•Uowed  him  the  period  of  five  years  to  pay  np  ibe 
reaMioder  by  iostalmente,  which  he  could  easily 
•eeoapliah  from  the  produce  of  his  labor.  Most 
eeitainly  it  was  not  for  the  benefit  of  these  ntl  set- 
tleis,  and  caliivaiois  of  the  soil,  that  any  ehaoKe 
was  made  in  the  system,  bnt  almost  eiclnsivrly  for 
those  who  bought  on  speculation.  In  1830  a 
change  was  madeto  the  cuh  system.  In  1814  a 
partial  preemption  bill  passed;  and  again,  in  1839 
oi  1830,  a  general  preemption  law  was  enacted, 
vhieh  altered  ibe  system  in  many  particulars.  He 
voBid  Mgret  to  see  that  part  of  ihe  system  changed 

'  which  regulated  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands. 
The  general  principle  of  pre-emption  itself  was  the 
original  plan  of  the  old  thirteen  Slates  of  the  Revo- 
linion,  which  enabled  them  essentially  to  battle 

,  Boceessfally  with  the  mightiest  empire  of  the 
world! 

This,  then,  was  the  trigitud  lyifem  in  regard  to 
onr  new  lands,  and  a  good  one  it  certainly  was. 
ViilKinia  bad  her  pre-emption  lawf>,  which  extended 
to  Kentucky,  at  an  early  perio;*.  Much  of  Ihe 
lands  in  Kentucky,  situated  in  the  Oreen  river 
eoTiniry,  sold  for  a  few  cents  the  acre  under  the 
keadright  occupancy,  which  was  no  more  oor  less 
than  a  pre-emption  law.  By  the  old  laws  of  Fenn- 
sylvania,  and  be  believed  of  most  of  the  other  At- 
lantie  Stales,  a  mere  nominal  payment  of  "a  pen- 
ny"  or  "a  peppercorn,"  or  ihe  girdling  of  a  lew 
trees,  or  the  boildiDg  of  a  log  cabin,  was  considered 
ancmpletfiiitNiJcrUtor  the  land.  The  public  lands 
were  not  then  expecied  to  proflnee  any  amount  of 
-  money;  that  was  not  the  object  in  view,  but  to  get 
Ibem  settled  as  speedily  as  possible;  nor  would 
they  ever  have  yitlded  the  GoTernment  a  single 
dollar,  bnt  for  that  enterprising  line  of  hardy  set- 
Um,  who  literally  burieid  themselves  in  Ihe  woods 
and  wilds,  and  preceded  wh«t  was,  now-a-days, 
falsely  called  "good  society. " 

When  Ihe  second  line  of  settlers  advanced,  they 
were  glad  to  behold  the  wilderness  already  opened 
for  Ibeir  progress,  and  some  cooifortabi*  cabins 
l«ady  built  for  their  reception.  The  same  system, 
ill  Sdhstaace,  iboagh  iis  form  might  bs  modi&ed 
slighily,  tnMt  still  eontian*  to  prevail;  and  he 
wooU  defy  the  Government  to  change  it.  Much 
as  the  American  people  respected  the  laws,  Ihey 
would  never  for  one  moment  submit  to  have  their 
hardy  and  enterprising  fellow-citizens  driven  from 
those  lands,  which  received  all  their  value  from 
their  toil,  by  a  band  of  mercenary  soldierS' 

Mr.  L.  hoped  that  gentlemen  fron  the  East 
and  from  the  South  would  not  so  soon  forget  Ih* 
cirenmslances  nnder  which  their  oion  ferefiUher$ 
had  occupied  and  settled  those  portions  of  the 
.  Union.  He  hoped,  also,  they  would  not  forget  iha 
incnbas  which  tbe  legis'ation  of  Congress  had  im- 
posed vpon  the  people  of  the  extreme  West,  emtiri- 

LT  PUB  THE  BKNXFIT  Or  TBE  "OLD  StaTSS,"  by  COa- 

gregaiing,  upon  tbeir  borders  a  numeroas  and  vin- 
dictive body  of  Indian  warriors,  whose  presence, 
power,  and  angry  passions,  were  as  a  tuMtifitcriitg 
teUa»o,  rtady,  at  a  moment,  to  burst  forth  with  alt 
its  fary,  and  pour  down  devastation  on  the  sur- 
rounding settlers !  Ttae  settlers  were  fully  aware 
of  iheir  danger,  and  wereanxioas  to  prepare  them- 
selves against  it  by  every  means  in  their  power. 
They  desired  nothing  belter  than  to  have  their, 
ranks  swollen  by  the  tide  of  emigration,  and  it  mat- 
tered little  to  them  from  what  qnarter  of  the  globe 
it  came.  It  was  comparstively  indifferent  to  ihem 
whether  those  who  contributed  so  much  to  their  se- 
eoriiy  were  naturalized  citizens  or  not.  The  mo- 
ment the  foreigner  settled  by  iheir  side,  be  became 
a  participator  in  the  common  danger  and  priva- 
tion, and  it  is  well  known  wiih  what  facility  the 
most  heterogeneous  masses  of  men  are  combined 
and  amalgamated  into  one  body,  and  how  soon 
they  become  uniform  and  national  when  assembled 
together  nnder  similar  circumstances. 

Many  years  ago  the  General  Government 
adopted  a  system  which  was  weak  and  unwise,  ia 
his  (Mr.  LiRM's)  appreheosion,  in  regard  to  a  por- 
tron  of  the  public  lands  which  abounded  with  lead 
ore.  It  certainly  was  a  weak  policy,  considering 
Ihe  object  in  view,  although  iisresolis.we(ediff»- 
ra&t.    In  ttw  7«ar  1893,  or  183S,  the  Qofterament 


invited  all  vho  chose  to  come  upon  thai  portion  of 
tbe  public  land  which  containM,  or  was  supposed 
to  contain,  mineiKl  snbstaaoes,  and  dig  fur  their 
mineral  wealth,  in  order  that  their  labor,  tknmgh  a 
tax  on  Uttd,  by  way  of  rent,  might  operate  as  a 
source  of  revenue  to  Ihe  United  Slates.  Multi- 
tudes of  hardy  miners  from  the  old  worldi>and 
from  the  new,  availed  themselves  of  that  opportu- 
nity to  become  our  leoanK;  they  were  settled  on 
the  mineral  lands  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  at  the 
lime  when  Black  Hawk,  with  his  band  of  well 
trained  and  well  armed  followers,  crossed  over  that 
river,  anjj  placed  himself  between  Galena  and  the 
recent  settlements  in  Illinois  and  Wi.<konsan. 
Now,  sir,  bnt  for  the  bravery  and  eOScient  services 
of  that  hardy  mining  population,  the  whole  fron- 
tier would  perhaps  have  been  laid  waste  by  brand 
and  tomahawk,  before  the  army  could  have  been 
collected  for  their  protection.  Yet  these  heroic  de- 
fenders of  our  infant  settlements,  acd  of  the  help- 
less families  of  the  inhabitants  of  tbe  borders,  were 
"fquaiiers;"  many  of  them  were  "intruders"  asd 
"irespasseis,"  of  whom  some  gentlemen  spoke  in 
such  di-'paragiog  and  unbecoming  language,  though 
their  courage  and  their  patriotism  saved  thousands 
of  lives,  and  millions  of  money  to  the  country  ! 
Situated  as  the  people  were  on  our  Western  bor- 
ders, it  became  them  to  look  to  eVery  source  for  an 
augmentation  to  their  strength.  Should  the  Indian 
tribes,  who  have  been  so  benevolently,  but  improvi- 
denily,  thrown  on  our  frontiers,  concentrate  their 
forces  for  an  attack  up»n  Ihe  whiles,  the  whole 
military  forse  of  the  Grovemment  could  offer  but 
a  feeble  resistance  to  tbeir  murderous  and  preda- 
tory incursions.  They  would  be  swept  from  be- 
fore them  like  cbaff  biefore  the  wind. 

The  gentleman  from  Kenlucby  on  the  left  [Mr. 
Ckittenden]  bad  spoken  of  these  Indians  as  a 
handful  of  poor,  naked,  half-armed  savages,  and 
had  even  insinuated  that  there  was  no  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  any  thing  (Aay  could  do.  Bat 
was  it  not  the  duty  ot  that  gentleman  to  have  in- 
vestigated more  fully  Ihe  actual  state  of  the  facts, 
befoie  he  spoke  thns  t>ligbtiagly  of  Ihe  danger  to  be 
feared  from  an  attack  by  Ihe  Indians  on  wo- 
men and  helpless  cbiidreni  There  is,  at  this 
hour,  on  the  frontier  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  a 
body  of  tmtmlfiis  tkotamid  Indian  warriors,  pre- 
pared, at  any  time,  to  lake  the  field.  It  is  true  ihey 
are  now,  by  treaiies,annuiianis  of  the  United  States; 
but  let  those  annuities  be  once  paid  off,  and  then 
tbe  only  bond  which  bound  them  to  us,  or  rather 
restrained  their  savage  thirst  for  slanghter  and  re- 
venge, would  be  severed  asnnder  in  a  nioBeikt 
What  restrained  them  nowl  Nothing  bnt  the  re- 
ceipt of  those  annuities,  and  partly  the  dread  of  the 
whites.  Bnt  would  ihese  always  be  safieientl 
All  who  were  acquainted  with  the  Indian  character 
knew  that  war  wa*  their  element,  their  chief  de- 
light and  pride.  Nothing- bnt  a- visible  force  could 
keep  ihcm  qniel;  it  was  vain  to  tell  them  of  a 
force  thay  did  not  see;  it  must  be  presented  to  their 
trts — vLihU  and  tangihlt.  A  people  like  this,  with 
twenty-six  thousand  warriors  on  the  line",  and 
several  thousand  more  within  striking  distance, 
animated  by  hereditary  and  deadly  hatied  towards 
us,  were  not  to  be  restrained  by  tbe  fifteen  hundred 
or  two  thousand  troops  the  Government  had  placed 
on  that  frontier.  The  idea  was  preposterous. 
Suppose  onr  dispute  with  Great  Britain,  or  any 
other  power,  should  lead  us  into  war — had  they  no 
access  to  those  Indians!  And  when  organized  for 
war,  would  they  not  become  the  most  efficient  bo- 
dy of  men,  of  that  description,  ever  bronght  into  tbe 
field!  Assuredly  they  would.  Whoever  (loubted 
this,  knew  but  little  of  the  matter. 

Wnat  bad  been  our  past  experience?  All  the  re- 
marks which  some  had  indulged  in  about  the  Indi- 
ans being  cowards,  were  totally  erroneons.  Had 
oor  settlements  heretofore  found  them  dastards? 
No:  but  on  tbe  contrary,  those  Indian  warriors, 
man  to  man,  were  equal  lo  any  troops  upon  the 
earth,  in  bravely  and  determined  resolution.  In 
dexterity,  in  facility  of  movement,  in  wily  strata- 
gem, and  in  the  power  of  endurance,  and  successful 
ambnscade,  they  were  very,  very  far  superior.  Ex- 
posed to  neighbors  like  ihese,  was  it  unreasonable 
that  Ihe  people  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas  were 
•iizioua  to  invite  amongst  iham  all  tbo  settlcn  they 


eoitld  get?  or  that  tbey  A«ald  be  ia  1 

emption  lava,  especially  when- it 

that  those  laws  oalycarried  ont  the  gwmt  t 

vading  pri^iciple  pn  wUoh  the  ■■nac  < 

had  been  originally  settled.    The  French —dtl 

nish  Governments  required  no  money  tnm  I 

tiers  of  their  lands;  all  they  denumded 

talion  and  cnllivatioa.    lliey  wanted 

ers,  cultivators  of  Ihe  soil.    And  lo  < 

spirit  of  devotion  to  ihe  public  good,  tbeji 

meritorioiH  services  by  additional  grants  eS  1 

Many  of  their  colonies  had  thns 

The  present  bill,  even  as  a  mere  financial  I 

wonld  do  much  towards  filling  the  eofiaraaC'l 

coming  Administration.    Tbe  new  lands  «•.! 

river  Platte  alone,  when  brought  into  te  I 

would  produce  for  tbe  Treasory  oaie  miilioK 

half  of  dollars. 

There  was  another  point  to  whioh  dM  1 
Senator  from  Kentncky  [Mr.  Cl^t] 
viz:  the  diminniion  of  revenue  from  ilieltidB  tlf 
a  gradual  reduction  of  tbeir  price.  Ijodk  I 
so  much  vaunted  land  system,  aad  see 
been  its  practical  operation,  ^e  sma" 
of  land  which  a  seitler  could  take  np  «  4 
one  hundred  sixty  acres;  from  this  it  had  I 
daced  to  eighty.  Did  this  diminish  ilic  i 
it  had  greatly  increased  them.  The  [ 
been  pushed  still  farther,  and  tbe  qnaatty  . 
to  forty  acres.  Did  not  a  similar 
And  assnch  had  been  the  effectof  I 
quantity,'  why  shoald  ii  he  doubled  that  a 
tien  of  the  price  of  inferior  lands,  kag  iwgtwnlwd, 
would  produce  a  siaiilar  oonseqacned  Thaaoa*- 
tor  seems  to  think  it  very  nueasoaaUa,  acf,  «ii«a 
ridicnions,  to  hold  such  an  opiaioa;  hyiidnn  lit 
was  his  (Mr.  Limi^)  opinion.  He  beiietfditfat 
the  result,  if  ever  the  experimeat  ha  i 
fully  confirm  its  eorreetneat.  Ha  ooa 
opposite  opinion  supremely  ridioaloiM. 
Harrison  was  hekl  op  in  Misaonri,  as 
where  in  the  Sombwest  and  West,  as  a  i 
man.  Votes  had  been  daiaicd  for  hte 
on  that  ground.    He  Iras  spoken  of  by  W 

as  a  "log  cabin  man,"  and  we  were  told     

wonld  extend  his  favors  lo  Ihe  iahabiiaals  afcMlfc 
cabins  all  over  the  Uniied  States.  If  ltft«wli» 
self — if  permiiled  to  act  from  the  . 
his  own  judgment,  and  aceording  U»  hia' 
knowledge  of  Western  life  aad  iateresla^ft 
sible  he  may;  bnt  it  appeared  to  hua,  tnm. 
could  gather  of  his  sayings  aad  dotegt^  (i 
seem  something  like  tbe  inartienlaie 
the  anoient  shrines,)  that  it  is  very  dii 


jeetnre  what  bis  coarse  will  be  in  this  «raa|n 

matter.    Bnt  it  had  been  charged  open  Mc, 

Bnren  that  hisopinions  in  relation  to  rtpai[p 

lands  bad  undergone  a  change  favotalda<  f 

emption  laws,  from  tbe  ifjlumec  of 

duals  who  had  ascesa  lo  tiis  private 

had  the  settlers  to  expect  from  Oeaerai  ] 

after  the  bold  avowals  which  had  beat  i 

day  by  a  person  that  might  be  coasid«iii«fMito 

behind  ihe  throne  greater  thaa  the  r    '       -  -^ 

We  sh^U  soon  see. 

Mr.  L.  was  aware  that  they 
disadvantages  at  tbe  present  timalal 
ward  this  measnra,  or  any  otberofU'l 
tare,  in  regard  lo  the  public  laads.    U' 
inana,  Wiskonean,  Arkansas,  and  a 
States  and  Territories,  are  lefi  to  ft) 
battle,  as  tbe  new  Slates  are  rapidly  I 
States,  in  relation  to  tbe  pabtic  domaok. 
Slates  seem  to  consider  it  to  be  their  i 
ineraase  the  prices  of  the  public  lands. 
lions  may  answer  a  temporary  purpose^ 
the  exhausted  coffers  of  the  Oovenia 
such,  may  be  permitted  lo  pass;  bat  t 
permanent  interest  is  to  hold  op  these  I 
seem  to  think,  and  get  a  high  price  for  ti 
to  fill  up  the  State  txeastuies  imnuJiiMg,  I 
ia  future. 

But  regarding  this  qoestkm  in  an 
tional  point  of  view,  it  appeared  to  hhoi 
reasonable  eacoatagement  shoald  be  | ' 
extensioa  of  oar.settlenents,  to  aid  in  ■■ 
ment  of  our  resources.    Under  tbe  i 
Goverhment;  already  advartad  to,  tka-' 
and  fertile  regions  in  npper   Ullnnitj  - 
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tu,  and  Iowa,  were  rapidly  (leonlnl  l*h« 
1  flourishing  ami  popnlmis  lowo  ■  '"  '  .?,  Pu- 
[buiiue,    anil    many,  gihtrs,      r  ciiri- 

[tence     like     msgic,    buJ    in    i\    .    .     ,....:i     llic 
IwtlilernfEs   Win  m«-.!<  lo-li'cMwim  unc  a  j;aniiii. 
[Look,  for  ono  iiiuin«^ni,  ui  liir  jeui'i-;.    Thiv  n^i,-'!'' 
n!ag  from  ibe  boweli  of  the  <■*•• 
■end  from   that  ti(ne  \\%vf  \nfTv;- 
Ipf  Itail   uiJijl  it  «ni-.' 
|thiriy  millions  ol 
cient  to  rciutvr   us  inu;-: 
rtbi«  iin!>uriiini  ttiaicm. 

DM  in  time  nl'  wsr.     R! 

[iQanufacluriiis   Siniea  upon   ihe   All. 
Iwherc  UiIhm'  i .  i-hi.^;'"   ar«    i"=   p'nrlr,  ■ 
psied,  {If 
u'onal  wc; 
1  remrn  :  ■ 
31!!  bad 
realih  t>y   mp 
OubJs  of  'eai' 

am   public  k.i ,   

niieJ  under  pre'.'u'iib  fjri?-:inj>iiuii 
fferc  now  (uriiiii;>  \\\^\i  a.ipnii.  ii,  w 
!  cuIliviHioii  of  hemp;  aid  j^iirli  «'.. 
he  article  for  its  finerc^s,  fllliinc,;^ 
it  commsnilcil,  in  ilir  J3o;,ion  if 
Sollars  per  ion  more  ihan  ihsl  raise  I  j 
knd  W83  now  cvm  im^ioclei  ini''  ■'--  .■■!    n; 

Borptise  of  tieing  wronclii  in»>  .' le  iin- 

Serttood,  f«>tii  un^^^'rbla^;  aui..:.:,,  ,.!  il  i» 
liroa^er  than  llie  brvt  ilu!!sian  bemp.  I'his 
~emp  was  rai^ei)  upon  lands  the  \\\\ii  to  m'%t 
which  w««  acqiiia-d  untler  (lie  .  oprjaiion 
the  pre-emption  law?,  or  l>y  fqiiniu-ry,  v^bo 
ire    ufiw    awaiting  the    i  Tbs 

!  irapotlani  uir  ilie  fupi  ■  ril  arm 

alional  dcfeUM— fii2  ii.iv  V      i.M.-      .i .   i!  that 
tl   Boon  c.i)innvrnc«il    ihe  :e:^!em!;ul  o!  Kli>- 
Theff  Wi_'i>  iKj  .-tlrli  ]:i\i.'>  ilirn  ;<     f.MV   prr'- 

1  !awj,  I 
jrtcr  r?'  i' 

I-  aad  fjudHei 

fr-.  Iter  Ihan  his 

end  v^ii.  C'. 
A   pai:i 
jery  acre  of  i.^  ;.-.i 
^ond  of  the  l&iid.     ;  > 

Bstice,  arid  impr;'.:.! 
a    '■ 
iiier  o(  . 

i  apirii  • 


Jill   njK- 
lU  nothii. 

%A  Union  igtitudiiig  HtCif  ituuicatgicitt 
I  olhfr. 


I* 

I  e '.  .  : 
Toe 
bnid    Ttni    a 
f 


'  lurlfid 
iitii  be 
luia-jni 

.      in     !.-■) 


9pcciirs.     Hf  woutil  ttjoice  (o  sei;  it  lurmoanl  the 
rugged  top  .  .-'"■_ 
jnn'i  iiiio  tu 

r.Miv,..,/.^    ■■■  ,.    ._.,,    „..  1 

.iin  on   rh  •  nilifr 

\  ''1.     L't  llu-  '  iic?n 

I  j  K'l  i.uward  Wes',  carrjing  their   iove  nf 

,  imd  all  their  free  and  t>';ti;ficenl  lostituiions 

irid  he  nonld  enconrgc  ih<ir  piogre'S, 

.ii>i>  wiibiii  the  rcmraxt  of  hiK  ability, 

:  ■'     '        .  .  III. 

i  Teriiiory 


,  ail  the  iTfuetit  oi  hss  pciwciiui 

■Sl-'r   fr'rn    "'hieh   'h.it   S:n»l<r 

!  'eliUd  ii» 

ccgpaiirn. 

">    w.M'.'.'nrils   t>l'    Ihf 

iifi  bruitl  U>  hrflr;  and 


aUll     bll.-<iritl1ud    «lilu      llll.'     H'lldeilltf>>, 

l>?  d\cir«id's:,  i»ni1  «h(»red  in  ihf^ir  toils 

'~  ifid  wrons- 

■iiy  county 

■■  ;!HH  v'.r.i-i    h-(m;,[-',  '.vuij   wfre  ever 

I  iiig  ihe  pricincls  of  aci'irt;  and  now, 

!■  itify  were  purjiir'  "v  i'"-    same  class 

— hcarites    sj'  /Iio     were 

•  prowlme;  aUiop  ■  r,  bat  who 

weic  aut  now  pcriaitted  by  public  optuion  t»  wiong 


ai(dtiri.ui.tiaie,  c'ui-s  wUkIi  foUotitd  in  their  fool- 

ih>r,.'      Tiuy    hewed    (Inii'ii   liin    lin.iur;  they  sub- 

.'erminafe.i  i ;  ihey  dis- 

;  dcvvlopfcl  '  :vcc«  of  llie 

Oauiiiiyi  iii«y  compelled  tlic  luviu^   injian   to   rc- 

rcdf,  BOil  srelt  nmre  distant  hunling  gioiiiids;  they 

-   itith.    And  woalde*"dem<n 

'lic-e.  for  the  eakc   of  ib- 

•-  rnore  per  acre  f.ir  the 

1)01  a  prc-i'inpiion  bill 

osprciiirc?     If  such  a 

.!  A  -wound  after  it  had 

■.  in'a-jUi';  wliicli  ffliiiu'd 

"uiiui     i'litiiu  wduld  itlivays  be  illegal 

-;of  riiiz"n';  'ttt  nui''nl  M)pp<ttt«?iin.t 

iid.'ri^d  (>(v- 

'ilfiy  iliou. 

(' .]!  ill  i^iirc'a  ih'.'in. 

<ieboi>)  I'tetcmpi.tiion 

f  'ti<;  pub- 

;  give   it  as 

nfi.  ever  preiad, 

'lie  land<  w.niui 

ir    to   year,  iinld 

ars  Jiu  acfe,  at 

1    liy  an  honoiahle 

iv  iinwi'e  arid  mis- 

ir«rj:ly,  itrc^i»iii- 

-.iprli,  H^to  pva^e 

AixcJ-  such 

flhniild  n 


Sci.moi  00  ihis  flo  ir, 

tf-    ririiiiv 


If!    ihrit. 


i.f  itir  Ui 


that  he  raijhl  hate  an  cppuflunlty  of  recordiag  bin 
nrme  in  opposition  t'j  ih  »  annual  Treasury  Rolfl 
hill,  which  now  seemed  iiicom«  iti  a? a  mere  mat- 
tfi'of  course  wh»l\  the  Treasury  n---- loi  "ifney, 
lie  was  willing  io  vote  for  a  loan,  i  co 

proper  ottjep.is,  it'  mottey    ivs^  nect  .i  ore 

WHS  DCCer.'aiy  ih(tn  lh»  curreiil  ineouie  would  »up- 
ply — but  he  was  avene  (o  Tn  a?ory  tj^aei  of  pa- 
ppr,  ind  wi'-hed  to  appear  ?o  upon  Ihe  record.  He, 
iljerefuie,  n>ked  lor  ilii'  jfftiAnd  nftjs. 

•r -  'i,'.}. 

■i:.tl  rr.ce  voled  frr  a  Treaaury 
t,  ir  iiMi.  r,i,*,ne  rel'ieiaice — 

■nee— and  had 
iL    This   ft  as 
ti>  xu  ilio  Qov»rninnn 

V.',,  I  vr titles  by  the  (jtne- 

ral  tu.pcii.-uiti  ot  uu:  taal;-,  and  when,  ia  the 
opinion  <<(  Ihe  Seci"e'ary  tf  ilie  Tr^a^ufy,  it 
woold  ha^e  kefu  impyssitiln  lo  negnii&io  a 
to9D  in  Time  In  prevent  Ihe  cnuftnphe 
of  a  s'fifipage  pf  p»y(inin  s  by  the  Govim- 
meiit,  Under  such  citcumsianeef,  be  had 
yields  d  tu  Ihe  iron  hand  »>(  impenons  ne- 
ces'ily,  00.1  voted  fot  a  Treasury  note  bill, 
which  he  then  hnped  wni>  to  be  ihu  la»t 
which  he  should  <>vi-r  r.ee.  Even  then  he  did  nnt 
yield  Until  every  Taiuie  of  a  currency  bad  been 
eradicated  fro ^11  ttie  character  <if  the  neies — until 
ihfy  were  placed  upon  thrj  fo'tina  of  real  promisso- 
ry noieir,  to  be  payable  to  rt'lrr,  andmit  to  bearer — 
!o  be  iraniiff rablf  by  endcrseintni — to  bear  a  fair 
inlrest — to  tie  payable  at  a  tixed  time — tnd  wli«tt 
paid,  tiot  lo  be  reissued,  hut  tnkfn  up  and  cancel- 
led liVe  any  oitiei  paid  olT  and  ejlingnished  bond. 
Il  wa;  not  untd  the  notes  wtrc  made  to  wear  this 
form,  and  wefe  mufd  m  iheir  minimum  elrnomi. 
n&liitn  ffiin  iwriiry  to  i  .le  liundied  dullart,  that  he 
would  consent  to  voK  tor  the  bill.  Even  then  he 
ciiuld  not  do  it  without  a  proU"it  and  remonstiance 
agxint  il.  He  sptke  sgauisi  it— <lcliTc.'ed  his  sen- 
limenls  dfcidi-dly,  if  not  strongly,  in  opposition  to 
the  policy  rd  ihe  measore;  nnd,  with  the  leave  of 

tiu  a  iinte,  wonld  now  read  a  read  passage  from 

(,  ...,,..       ...       ,, 

^ll^nmur  twkf  « 

I  .1  "\  b-'inf  iliir  Snl 

1  :..     II  tt 

li  I  Bftl 

11.  <-tll 

I I  .  I  y  fc 
^   .  I  Irii 


■;-cJl„ 
.IV  ol 
.14* 
'till 
liL   flf 

mil- 

i\CS. 

'  tt*- 

.H|l.. 

rjy  Hit 


ocvun  a- 
^ven  w;t^! 


-lilt   UillK'' 
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since.  The  cotes  were  assimilating  nearer  and  nearer 
10  a  carrency.  The  hundred  dollar  limit  which  he 
had  procored  to  be  introduced,  was  redaced  to 
&Cij;  the  interest  was  sometimes  redaced  so  low  as 
as  to  be  made  illusory;  the  notes  came  to  be  le- 
issaable,  and  payable  to  bearer;  the  facility  of 
granting  them  had  becoma  lio  grrat  that  the  de- 
mand was  new  annual;  and  the  bills  passed  with- 
out the  show  of  opposition.  Tbepres^ent  bill  was  put 
upon  its  passage  without  a  word  being  said;>r«  or 
em;  it  was  about  to  be  passed  wiihoat  yeas  and 
nays;  it  was  going  through  like  water,  when  he 
(Mr.  B.)  arrested  its  progress  for  an  instant,  and 
gare  rise  to  some  little  discussion — some  little  show 
of  resistance.  Such  was  the  downward  progress 
of  the  paper  money  policy.  Its  course  is  down- 
ward, and  rapidly  so.  The  resource  was  too  easy, 
too  seductive,  too  irresponsible,  to  be  rejected;  it 
has  become  the  ordinary  alternative;  and  unlrss 
arrested  soon,  must  eventually  run  the  career,  and 
receive  the  catastrophe,  of  all  paper  money. 

Mr.  B.  said  there  were  but  half  a  dczsn  Treasury 
note  acti  upon  our  statu'e  book,  and  the  one-half 
of  these  bear  date  in  the  last  three  years.    The 
Adminiitraiions  of  Washington,  Jefferson,  the  two 
Adamsej,  Monroe,  and  Jackson,  afforded  np  in- 
stance of  a  Treasury  note  bill,  although  each  of 
these  Administration',  except  the  last,  bad  been  a 
frequent  borrower  of  money,  and  of  snms  of  all 
•mount<i,  from  as  tow  as  forty  thousand  dollars, 
and  for  periods  of  time  of  all  durations,  from  a  few 
months  to  several  years.  Mr.  B.  here  exhibited  the 
captions  if  above  seventy  acts  of  Congress  during 
the  Administrations  which  he  had  mentioned,  for 
borrowing  sums  of  money,  many  of  them  for  the 
support  of  the  Qoveinnaent,  some  to  enable  the  Ad- 
ministration, if  found  necessary,  to  carry  into  effect 
the  appropriations  made  by  Congress;  and  all  of 
them  w!>h  ihe  ways  and  meats  piepared  to  p.iy 
them  when  doe.    The  old  way  was  to  borrow  in 
preference  to  striking  p:per,  and  to  lay  a  tax  at  the 
same  time  lo  meet  the  debt  and  its.  interest.    This 
was  the  old  way  in  our  Government,  and  it  was  the 
old     way     in     England,    when     patriots     bcre 
sway  in  that  country.    It  was  the  responsible  and 
the  safe  way;  for,  when  a  loan  was  made,  and  a 
tax  laid,  the  people  would  call  their  representatives 
to  account;  they  would  hold  them  to  their  accoun- 
tability; they  would  make  them  give  reasons,  when 
they  got  home,  for  creating  this  debt  and  imposing 
this  lax.    Not  so  with  these  Treasury  notes.   They 
crept  into  existence  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
people;   they  created  no  present  burthen;  ibey.  put 
off  the  evil  day;  they  avoid  acconniabiliiy;  and  an 
itsne  of  tens  or  hundreds  of  millions  of  this  paper 
woald  find  applandcrs  and  defenders  in  nearly  all 
the  advocates  for  a  sirons  and  splendid  Govern- 
ment— in  nearly  all  the  friends  of  the  paper  ^y<.- 
tem — In  most  of  the  advocates  for  the  relief  of  the 
people,  Ihe  assumption  of  State  debts,  and  the 
'paymtnt,"  as  it  is  called,  of  ihe  fourth  instalment. 
At  a  subsequent  part  of  the  debate, 
Mr.  B.  rose  again  to  say  that  if  he  had  expected 
aid  enongh  to  make  a  rerpectable  show  on  a  divi- 
sion— aid  epongh  to  have  presenled>the  least  chance 
of  success — ^he  should  hare  moved  for  the  sma'l 
loan  for  the  few  months  which  the  exigencies  of 
the  Treasury  might  require  in  some  poitlons  of  the 
present  year.    From  one  and  a  half  to  two  mil- 
lions was  all  that  was  required,  and  that  for  not 
more  than  three  or  four  montus,  and  ihis  not  lo 
supply  a  deficiency   but  to  equalize  ihc  ittcsme, 
and  to  meet  the  extraordinary  detnands — the  pen- 
sion demands — of  March  and  Seplembfr.    If  be 
had  seen  the  posibiliiy  ot  succes;,  he  would  have 
moved  this  bill;  he  would  have  taken  the  respensV 
biliiy,  or  the  odium,  as  the  case  might  be,  of  mov- 
ing it.     But  he  saw  no  chance  of  success.    The  ge- 
neral tendency  is  t till  for  paper;  paper  from  the 
General  Government;  paper  from  the  Siate  Go- 
vernments;   paper  from  the  banks;  paper    from 
town  and  ciiy  governments;  paper  from  individu- 
als.   Paper  was  still  the  word;  and  with  nearly 
one  hundred  millions  of  specie  in  the  country, 
lampblack  and. rags  was  still  the  favorite  rescrt.  ' 
Very  well,  he  sa'id.  Things  must  take  their  course, 
and,  tbongh  omnipotent  now,  yet  he  wonld  ven- 
tute  to  say  that  the  course  of  paper  money  would 
soon  be  run,  at  the  rate  we  w«re  going  on. 


Mr.  B.  appealed  again  to  ihe  early  history  of  our 
Government,  and  thoweJ,  from  the  debates  in  the 
Federal  Convention,  from  the  terms  of  the  Con- 
stitution, fiom  the  first  revsnue  act  of  1789— from 
all  the^'C  sourceii,  he  showed  that  hard  money  was 
to  be  the  currency  of  ihe  Federal  Government, 
and  that  neither  paper  issued  by  itself,  nor  by  the 
Statet,  nor  by  corporations  or  individuals,  was  ever 
inended  to  come  into  the  Federal  Treasury.  The 
standard  of  value  was  to  b;  preserved  there;  and 
it  was  one  of  the  boasts  of  the  Independent  Trea- 
sury system,  that  it  was  to  restore  that  standard  to 
the  Federal  paymenls.  Treasury  notes  were  struck 
out  of  that  bill — six  short  months  they  were  struck 
out;  and  now  they  rise  np  in  a  separate  bill — rise 
up  like  mushrooms,  and  are  fall  grown  as  soon  as 
seen.  It  was  one  cf  the  main  arguments  in  favor 
of  the  Sub-Treatury,  that  it  would  keep  up  a  cir- 
culation of  gold  and  silver;  but  at  the  rate  w«  go 
on,  that  argumeat  must  prove  illusory. 

Mr.  B.  reiterated  his  assertion  that  the  public 
debt  of  Gieat  Britain,  now  so  enormous,  had  grown 
np,  not  on  loans,  but  on  exchequer  bills-  Annual 
issues  of  these  bills  for  as  many  millions  as  the 
ministry  chose  to  ask,  had  been  the  courte  of  rais- 
ing the  wind  there  far  upwards  of  a  century  past. 
These  millions  were  granted  without  noiiie,  and 
without  notice:  When  due,  they  were  funded, 
without  noise  and  without  notice.  Taxes,  from 
time  to  lime,  were  laid,  not  to  pay  principal,  but  lo 
pay  interest;  and  now  the  inter^-st  of  the  national 
debt  is  rne-half  larger  than  the  princif  al  was  at 
the  commencement  of  this  delusive  policy.  A 
century  and  a  half  ago,  the  British  national  debt 
was  only  about  twenty  millions  sterling  (one  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars,)  the  annual  interest  is  now 
about  thirty  millions  sterling,  (one  hundred  and 
fifty  millions  of  dollars,)  Such  is  the  progress  of  a 
public  debt  growing  up  on  i<:f«es  of  Treasury  pa- 
per. No  such  progress  could  have  been  made  in 
the  British  public  debt,  if  responsible  loans  and 
taxet  had  been  resorted  to. 

Mr.  B.  deprecated  Ihe  whole  policy  of  these 
Treasury  notes  as  being  the  most  dangerous  species 
of  papsr  money — as  being  contrary  to  the  intent  of 
the  Constitution,  and  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment under  the  aiministralions  of  Washington, 
Jefferson,  the  two  Adamses,  Monroe,  and  Jack- 
son, and  only  tolerated  in' Mr.  Madison's  time  on 
account  of  the  war — and  as  being  at  war  with  all 
our  talk  about  the  gold  currency,  the  hard  money, 
the  Independent  Treasury  bill,  and  all  our  pro- 
mises to  keep  alive,  and  preserve,  the  only  standard 
of  value  which  the  wisdom  of  tlie  world  has  yet 
discovered. 

Mr.  B.  reminded  Senators  of  th:  origin  of  the 
British  debt,  and  how  it  had  grown  up,  in  the  short 
space  of  a  century  and  a  half,  from  the  small  sum 
of  twenty  millions  starling,  lo  the  frightful  amount 
of  four  thousand  five  hundred  millions  of  dollars. 
This  vast  debt  had  grown  up,  chiefly  upon  Treasu- 
ry notes,  called  in  England  exctiequer  bills.  The 
way  of  raising  the  debts  was  this:  When  the  Minis- 
try needed  money,  they  applied  to  Parliament  for 
leave  to  issue  exchequer  bills.  Tne  leave  was 
granted,  the  bills  mad«  payable  on  time,  and  wi  h 
interest,  and  thi  present  wants  of  the  Treasury 
thus  supplied.  When  the  bills  became  due,  and  it 
wa"!  not  Ciinvenient  to  pay  them,  the  first  resource 
was  to  pay  old  bills  witi  new  ones;  and  the  next 
was  to  fund  them,  and  make  a  permanent  dsbt  of 
them.  Sometime)  the  interest  would  be  raised,  lo 
prevent  them  from  coming  in  for  a  while.  This 
has  been   the  course  of  things  in  England.    It  is 

thus  that  her  enormous  debt  has  been  created has 

grown  up  to  its  mountainous  size,  without  shocking 
and  alarming  Ihe  people  as  it  grew.  And  are  we 
not  now  taking  this  same  course?  Are  we  not  is- 
suing our  exchequer  billy,  as  a  matter  of  course? 
Are  we  not  taking  np  old  bills  with  new  {lilU?  And 
is  not  the  prospect  of  having  them  funded  now 
staring  ns  in  the  face?  Do  not  the  friends  of  the 
new  Administration  allege  the  extstsnce  of  a  new 
national  debt,  created  by  us,  and  mote  than  bint  at 
the  necessity  of  funding  it? 

Mr.  B.  said  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate  pro- 
posed the  issue  of  five  millions  of  these  notes,  not 
to  meet  a  debt  of  that  amooni,  but  to  provide  for  a 
lempoiary  deficiency  whicb  nay  exist  in  ihe  Trea- 


sury during  some  pait  of  the  present  year.  He 
understood  the  Secretary  and  the  fnehds  of  the  pre- 
sent Administration  to  stand  upon  the  posiiiia, 
that  the  income  of  the  year  will  be  enoai  to  the  ne- 
cessary appropriations  of  the  year;  biit  that  tbeez- 
penditures  being  heavier  Ai  March  and  Sq>teatber 
than  in  other  months  of  the  year,  on  accoani  of  the 
pensions  and  some  other  large  items,  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  hive  something  more  for  those  tve 
months  than  the  current  revenue  at  the  time  irill 
bring  in;  and,  therefore,  a  temporary  supply  is  wuv- 
ed,  which  can  be  reimbursed  in  the  conise  c^-ibe 
year  out  of  the  existing  income.  This  is  what  he 
(Mr.  B.)  understood;  and  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  a 
proper  case  for  a  brief  loan,  such  as  was  conftaatly 
made  under  like  circumstances  during  all  ad- 
ministrations, except  that  of  Mr.  Madison,  daring 
the  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  the  admininralicta 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  under  the  difficulties  impostd 
by  bank  suspensions.  Mr.  B.  conceived  it  to  be 
no  xibjection  to  a  loan  to  say  that  short  loans  can- 
not be  made.  He  believed  that  very  long  loans, 
and  very  short  ones,  were-the  kind  most  easily 
made;  and  that  the  United  States  had  never  yet 
failed  10  make  a  loan  of  either  kind;  and  never 
will,  while  it  preserves  the  character  of  paying  to 
the  day..  It  has  that  character  now,  and,  while  it 
preserves  it,  can  bitrrow  as  much  as  it  vants,  ami 
more  tb^tn  it  ought. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  prefer  a  brief  lean  a  the 
present  case,  because,  it  was  c!ear  that  ihe  amoaat 
could  be  reimbursed  out  of  the  curreDt  revenne 
during  the  present  year.  Were  it  otherwise,  and 
could  the  loan  not  be  reimburseil  out  of  the  cnr- 
tent  revenue,  he  (Mr.  B.)  wonld  be  willing  to  lay 
dnties  for  the  purpose;  but  not  duties  on  French 
silks  and  French  wines,  but  on  luxuries  eoaiisg 
from  beyond  the  Caps  of  Good  Hope,  and  from 
countries  wih  which  we  had  i^n  commercial  trea- 
ties, nor  any  commerce  of  a  kind  to  affect  or  dis- 
turb our  own  pursuits  of  industry.  The  Asiatic 
commerce,  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
presents  a  proper  subject  for  the  levy  of  a  small 
revenue,  if  any  is  wanted.  It  is  a  commerce  tied 
principally  by  hard  money,  no  way  dependent  i^on 
our  agriculture,  no  way  connected  with  oar  do- 
mestic industry,  and  large  enongh  to  yield  a  hand- 
some income;  and  the  whole  of  it  coming  nnder  dn 
character  of  luxuries.  Silks,  teas,  spices,  fine  o«t- 
tons,  were  the  principal  articles  of  this  trade;  and, 
except  the  cheapest  description  of  teas,  which  might 
be  excepted  from  tax,  the  whole  might  be  con- 
sidered as  luxuries.  This  trade,  Mr.  B.  said,  now 
averaged  about  ten  millions  of  dollars  per  asniiai, 
of  which  above  eight  millions  were  free  of  dntf, 
and  the  remainder  subject  lo  a  very  small  duty. 
To  this  commerce  he  would  took,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  low  priced  teas,  for  an  imposition  of 
duties,  if  additional  revenue  was  needed,  in  pre- 
ference to  French  silks  and  French  wines;  bat  be- 
lieving that  no  additional  revenues  were  necessary 
at  this  time,  he  should  vote  for  none,  either  on 
Asiatic  or  European  productions. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  as  long  ago  as  the  year  1836  bii 
attention  had  been  turned  to  the  fact  of  occaiional 
and  temporary  deficiency  in  the  revenne,  arising 
from  fluctaations  in  the  amount  of  iaiported  gooda. 
From  these  fluctuations  it  must  result  that  the  same 
rate  of  duties  will  give  different  amoants  of  ineoae 
in  different  years— an  excess  in  one  year  and  a  de- 
ficiency in  another.  By  the  sinking  fund  act  of 
1817,  two  millions  were  to  be  kept  in  the  Treasury 
to  answer  ihe  demand  durini;  these  occasional  de- 
ficiencies; but  he  (Mr.  B.)  objected  to  keeping  aiy 
amount  on  hand  for  that  purpose,  and  wottld  pre- 
fer a  permanent  act,  authorizing  the  Administiv 
tion  for  the  time  being,  to  borrow  a  limiiei  taa, 
say  three  or  four  millions,  if  found  neeessaiy  lo 
carry  into  effect  the  appropriations  made  by  Coi- 
gress. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  what  he  now  bad  to  say,  oa 
the  subject  of  these  Treasury  notes,  with  sayisf 
that  experience  bad  developed  a  new  objection  is 
them  of  the  most  serious  character  to  the  Sonth 
and  West.  It  was  their  inevitable  tendettey  aad 
effect  to  draw  the  specie  of  those  sections  of  the 
Union  to  the  Atlantic  cities,  where  it  lay  untfl  die 
rate  of  the  foreign  exchanges  carried  it  to  Eact^. 
The  course  was  this;    these  Treasury  oot««  (A 

O 


anntrf,  1841.' 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  OLOBE- 


«2r 


S&TH    CONa.......2ND    Se88. 


Treatury  Note  Bill — Mr.  Barnard. 


H.  of  Reps. 


flowed  to  (be  great  centre  of  oar  moneyed  opera- 
tions — to  New  Yorltj  when  due,  spjcie  was  ordered 
from  the  Sooth  and  West  to  redeem  them;  and  as 
there  was  nothing  in  the  course  of  trade  (o  carry 
specie  back  again,  it  lay  there  nniil  eirenla  carried 
it  to  Europe  or  the  East  ladies.  This  had  betn 
the  case  wiih  the  Treasury  notes  heretofore  issued; 
they  had  occasioned  an  immense  drain  of  specie 
from  the  Sooih  and  Wesi;  ihey  had  done  immense 
iajory  to  the  South  and  West;  the  same  would  bs  the 
ease  with  all  that  should  be  issued  hereafter;  and 
he  (Mr.  B.)  would  look  upon  this  bill,  if  it  was 
acted  upon  to  the  extent  of  its  limit,  as  an  order  to 
transfer  fire  millioos  of  hard  doilars  from  the 
SoDth  and  West  to  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 
thmee  to  take  its  departure  to  Europe,  when  the 
conrae  uf  trade  made  it  profitable  to  export 
specie. 


THE  PUBLIC  FINANCES. 
SPEECH    OF  MR.  BARNARD, 

OF  NEW  YORK. 
InliuHovut  of  RtpretiHtalives,  January  18,  1841-:- 
the  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of.  the  Uaion  upon  the  bill  making  pro- 
Tisioa  foi  the  issne  of  fire  millions  of  Treasury 
notes — 

Mr.  BARNARD  rose,  and  spoke  nearly  as  fol- 
lows: 

.  Mr.  Chairman:  I  had  occasion  last  year  to  pre- 
sent my  views  in  regard  to  the  issuing  of  Treasury 
notes  by  this  Oov^nment,  in  the  form  propoted  by 
this  bill.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  constitutional 
right  of  thi«  Ghtrernment,  being  anthorized  by  law, 
to  borrow  money,  and  to  give  for  such  money  its 
bonds  or  its  notes  as  evidences  of  debt.  I  have  no 
doubt  of  our  constiiutiooal  right  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  issue  promitsory 
notes,  payable  at  a  future  day,  with  or  without  in- 
terest, to  such  of  the  public  creditors  as  are  willing 
to  receive  them,  instead  of  receiving  payment  in 
cash.  At  the  same  time,  I  do  not  think  this  ■  the 
best  mode  of  borrowing  money,  or  of  paying  debts. 
Both  may  be  resorted  to  under  the  pressure  of  eir- 
cnmsMnces,  but  neither  should  ever  be  without  such 
apology  for  it. 

My  great  objection  to  Treasury  notes  as  proposed 
to  be  issued  by  this  bill,  which  does  bat  adopt  the 
provisions  of  the  Treasury  note  act  of  last  session, 
is,  that  nnder  ii  paper  may  be  issued  designed  to 
become,  and  which  would  become,  a  common  me- 
dium of  payment  and  circtjiaiion  between  the  Go- 
vernment and  its  debtors  and  creditors,  and,  as  far 
as  it  would  go,  a  common  money  medium  in  circu- 
lation in  the  commuoiiy.  Such  paper,  not  resting 
on  specie  as  a  basis,  like  sound  convertible  bank 
paper,  but  resting  wholly  on  the  faith  and  credit  of 
the  Qovernmeoi,  is  nothing  more  and  nothing  less 
than  bills  of  credit.  Ii  is  precisely  that  description 
of  paper  to  which  all  the  evil.s  and  all  the  odium  of 
bills  of  credit  attached  in  the  earlier  periods  of  our 
history,  and  is  precisely  what  the  Constitution  pro- 
hibits to  the  States,  and  what  this  Qovernmeot  it- 
self has  no  authority  to  employ.  These  views,  as 
I  have  said,  were  expressed  fully  on  a  former  occa- 
sion. 

At  present  I  have  other  and  very  different  objec- 
tions to  urgt  to  this  bill,  or  rather  to  the  measure 
for  which  this  bill  provides  Thi'^  is  a  fiscal  mea- 
sure, and  a  measure  of  relief.  As  sach  I  do  not 
agree  that  it  is  eiiher  a  proper  or  an  ad<qaate  mea- 
sure. It  supposes  that  there  is  or  will  be  a  deficit 
xif  means  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  demands  up- 
on it,  in  the  whole  or  some  part  of  the  year  1841; 
and  that  that  deficit  may  amount  to  Ave  million?  of 
dollars,  but  not  more.  It  supposes  also,  since  it  is' 
not  accompanied,  as  the  ret  of  borrowing  by  the 
OovernmeRt  always  should  be,  by  some  measure 
for  ultimate  supply  aal  repayment,  that  if  the 
notea  issued  shall  not  be  redeemed,  tii  the  bill  ilse'.f 
seems  to  antioinate  on  its  face  they  will  b?,  out  of 
current  reveon'es  within  the  present  year,  they  will 
be  redeemed  oat  of  current  revenues  in  the  year 
1848,  the  revenue  laws  standing  just  as  they  now 
do.  Such,  indeed,  in  boih  the  particulars  now  re- 
ferred to,  is  the  position  and  argument  of  the  hono- 
ntUe  «)k  airman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 


Mean«,  [Mr.  Jones  of  Virginia,]  who  has  just -ad- 
diessed  us  on  the  subject. 

Now,  sir,  I  think  that,  in  all  thi!>,  there  is  great 
and  manifest  error.  I  think,  in  ihe  first  place,  that 
we  want,  for  the  service  of  1841,  over  and  above 
a' I  revenne  and  receipts  from  all  sources,  under 
eiistiog  laws,  ten  millions  of  dollars,  instead  of 
five,  including  a  small  and  hfcessary  balance  in 
the  Treasury,  such  as  always  should  be  provided 
for.  And  then,  I  think  that  neither  in  1841  nor  iii 
1842  will  it  be  -possible  to  redeem  either  ten  mil- 
lions or  five  millions,  or  any  other  amount,  bow- 
ever  small,  of  outstanding  debt,  by  the  application 
of  ordinary  revenue,  after  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment shall  have  been  provided  for,  unless  there 
shall  be  a  material  amendment  of  our  revenue 
laws,  made  now,  or  made,  at  any  late,  at  no  dis- 
tant day.  Things  remaining  as  they  are,  I  com°- 
pute  an  actual  deficit  for  the  service  of  the  present 
year  of  at  least  seven  millions  and  a  half  of  dol- 
lars. This  supposes  that  the  receipts  from  cus- 
toms may  reach  sixteen  millions;  tbe  Secretary 
estimate;  ibem  at  nioe;s  n  milliun«.  But  what  an 
empiy  account  win  the  Treasury  exhibit  in  1843, 
when,  as  tbe  Secretary  shows,  five  millions  of  du- 
ties go  ofi  .under  tbe  comproaise  act,  and  when 
the  whole  sum  reahzed  from  customs,  as  he  thinks, 
will  not  exceed  ten  or  eleven  millions  of  dollars? 
How  is  the  Treasury,  then,  to  pay  all  current  ex- 
penditures, and  redeem  also  several  millions  of 
debil    . 

Thete  remarks  will  indicate  sufficiently  the  gronnds 
.  of  my  present  opposition  to  this  measure.  It  wants 
propriety  and  it  wants  adequacy.  Money  ought 
not  to  be  borrowed  by  this  Government  on  bilk  of 
credit,  prepared  and  designed  for  circulation;  nor 
is  there  no  w  any  such  exigency  as  would  justify  a  - 
resort  to  this  mode  of  paying  off  the  public  credi- 
tors in  promi-es,  instead  of  c»sh.  This  is  one  ob- 
jection; the  other  is,  ihat,  whether  it  be  designed  to 
pay  with  these  notes,  or  to  borrow  with  them,  or 
both,  the  amount  proposed  to  be  realized  is  utterly 
insufficient,  in  the  first  place;  and  then,  no  provi- . 
sion  whatever  is  made  for  their  redemption  or  for 
supplying  to  the  Treasury  a  competent  revenue  for 
the  comigg  year.  In  the  want  of  these  two  things 
—an  alt  quale  supply,  by  borrowing,  in  addition 
to  all  receipts  from  ordinary  screes,  for  the  ser- 
vice of  1841;  and  a  present  amendment  ef  the  re- 
venue laws,  with  a  view  to  increase  the  amount 
receivable  for  duties  in  1843 — in  the  want  and  ne- 
glect of  ihese  two  thing.-,  if  ihey  shall  be  neglected, 
will  arise,,  in  my  opinion,  an  inevitable  necessity 
for  resorting  to  an  extra  or  early  session  of  Con- 
gress, afi«r  the  present  Consre^^s  shall  have  ex- 
pired. It  is  the  sjlemn  and  sacred  duty  of  the  pre- 
sent Administration,  holding  tbe  political  power  in 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  m  take  care  Ihat 
that  burden  shall  not  fdil  on  tbe  Gh>vernment  and 
the  country. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  order  to  understand  how 
ioaderiuate  this  measure  is  to  the  real  exigencies  of 
tbe  public  service,  it  will  be  necessary  that  We 
should  possecs  oufelves  of  a  pretty  full  view  of 
our  financial  condition,  and  of  the  stale  and  pros- 
pects of  Ihe  Treasury;  and  to  this  task  I  shall  now 
address  myself. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Jokes]  de- 
precates the  mingling  of  political  considerations 
with  the  discussions  on  this  bill.  I  sir,  shall,  not 
be  the  first  to  introduce  politics  into  this  debate- 
Certainly  it  could  b«  no  pait  of  my  purpose,  on 
ihis  occasion,  to  assail  the  Administration,  or  any 
body  connected  with  it.  It  would  be  out  of  time 
and  out  of  character  to  begin  a  warfare,  at  this 
day,  on  a  fallen  and  expiring  Admini.tration. 

At  the  same  time,  it  must  be  apparent  enough  to 
al.  that,  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  an- 
nual report,  and  the  President  in  his  message,  fol- 
lowir.g  the  Secretary,  have  fallen  into  gross  errois, 
mistakes,  and  miscalculation*,  in  the  account  they 
have  given  us  of  the  fiscal  operations  and  affairs  of 
the  country,  the  earliest  opportunity  should  be  taken 
to  make  the  necessary  corrections,  and  set  the 
whole  matter  in  its  true  and  proper  light.  So  much 
is  due  to  Ibis  House,  which  must  act  officially  in 
Ihe  case;  so  much  is  due  to  the  country,  which  has 
a  right  to  know,  not  only  what  we  do,  bat  ihe 
iroands  of  our  proceedings  also.    So  much  is  due 


also  to  another  interest,  bound  up  intimately  as  it 
must  be,  for  good  or  for  evil,  with  the  interest  and 
honor  of  the  whole  land,  and  which  has  a  right  to 
demand  proieciioa  against  all  fraud  and  imposition, 
if  any  such  has  been  attempted,  which  I  do  not 
charge,  and,  at  any  rate,  ngainst  the  evil  conse- 
quences to  itself  of  .error  and  mistake,  into  which 
others  may  have  fallen.  I  allude,  of  course,  to  the 
in-coming  Administration. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  that  the  condition 
of  the  country,  in. regard  to  its  finances,  is  one  of 
deep  embarrassment  and  difficulty,  bordering  on 
bankruptcy  and  dishonor.  Government  is  tbe 
agent  of  a  great  estate;  out  of  which  it  is  the  agent's 
proper* business  to  raise  revenue  enough,  year  by 
year,  to  serve  both  for  its  preservation  and  its  im- 
provement. Bni  the  estate  has  not  paid  its  own 
way.  It  has  been,  on  the  whole,  perhaps,  snffi- 
cienily  productive,  if  good  economy  had  been  ob- 
served; but,  of  what  it  has  produced,  too  large  a 
share,  I  am  afraid,  has  go ie  lor  the  benefit  of  the 
agent  and  those  in  his  employ.  The  owners  bad 
certainly  realized  very  little  from  it;  and,  so  far 
from  any  improvement  having  been  made,  the  very 
effort  or  attempt  at  improvement,  in  some  matters 
of  the  highest  consequence,  has  been  openly  aban- 
doned, and  the  inheritance  suffered  to  run  down 
into  a  state  of  dilapidation  and  d»cay.  In  the 
mean  time,  vastly  mote  money  has  been  actually 
expended,  somehow  or  other,  than  ever  before,  in 
the  same  space  of  time;  for  the  agent  has  foond  it 
cenvenient  lo  seize  upon  and  convert  to  his  use,  in 
his  management  of  affaiis,  very  many  millions  of 
property,  not  the  current  proceeds  of  the  estate,  be. 
loagiogto  his  owners;  ail,  all  now  con'umed  ard 
pone.  And,  notwiihsianding  this  profuse  and  ex- 
travagant expenditure,  besides  the  abandonment,  or 
ne^ltcl,  of  many  valuable  interests,  already  reierred 
to,  it  is  found  that,  in  many  cases,  the  creditois  of 
the  Government  have  not  been  hoiiorably  or  fairly 
dealt  with;  that  claims  and  demands  to  a  large 
amonal,  and  which  could  not  be  resisted  or  deferred 
with  justice  or  with  honor,  have  been  denied  or  post- 
poned; and,  fiaally,  that  this  agent  is  about  lo  hand 
over  to  his  successor  jn  office  a  deficient  and  ex- 
hausted Treasury,  and  au  impoverished  estate,  with 
a  heavy  burden  of  undisclosed  debt  resting  upon  it. 
Very  different  indeed,  however,  from  .ill  this  is 
Ihe  view  which  the  President  presents  in  h'S  fare- 
well report  to  Congress  and  the  people.  It  is  evi- 
dent Ihat  the  President  has  done  in  ihis  case  pre- 
cisely what  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Ways 
ant!  Mean  j  has  just  told  u-;  ihis  House  ought  to  do. 
We  ought,  he  says,  to  rely  implicitly  on  the  st.ite- 
ments  and  eslimates  of  the  Secretary  of  ihe 
Treasury.  To  whom  should  we  go — to  whom  can 
we  go — but  to  thee,  thou  most  wise  and  accurate 
Head  of  Finance!  Well,  (he  President  has  done 
thi!';  be  has  sat  down  humbly  at  the  feet  of  this 
clear-head?d  Minister  of  Money,  and  learned  ff 
him.  Look  into  the  rtport  of  the  Secretary,  lind 
then  into  the  Dic!s?ge,  and  you  will  see  that  the 
President  has  given  us  no  lessons,  no  information 
or  instruction  whatever,  in  finance,  but  jasl  such 
as  he  had  first  learned  out  of  the  financial  gospels 
according  to  Mr.  Woodbury.  Hear  wh*l  the  Pre- 
sident sa>s,  Mr.  Chairman: 

"Tlie  prcacni  sound  condilinn  of  their  fioiincee,  and  the  euc. 
cess,  &c.  are  matters  upon  wliicti  ih«  people  anu  Government 
of  ilie  United  Slates  may  well  congratulate  themselves." 

"From  the  commenremerit  of  this  period,  [the  commence. 
mentorhi^adminisiration.J  to  the  present  day,  every  demand 
upon  the  Government,  at  home  and  abroad,  has  been  pronijitly 
met." 

'*Tho  sinall  amount  of  Treasury  notes,  not  CYCeedin;  four  and 
a  lialfmillions  of  dollars,  stDI  outstanding,  ^c.  may  he  redeemed 
out  nfaccniinK  revenue,"  &c. 

'-The  available  lialance  in  itt^Treasury  on  the  1st  January 
n-xt  tlStt)  '■■*  estimate,!  at  one  million  and  a  half  of  d^ilUi-s. 
This  sum,  with  the  expected  receipts  from  aJI  sources  during 
the  next  year,  will,  it  is  Iwlieved,  he  sufficient  to  cnatile  the  Go- 
vernment to  meet  ev^ry  engagement,  aud  leave  a  suitab'.o  ba- 
lance, in  the  Treasury,"  Jcc. 

"It  isftlen.  [this  Government  Is.]  as  is  Itpilcved,  tite  only  Gr,- 
vernment  whicli,  havine;  fully  anil  faithfully  Paid  all  its  cr,-Hli. 
tors,  has  siso  retieted  iLwlf  entirely  from  iJiilil." 

'■The  facts  here  stated  [a  recitnlju^tt  mail-.']  fully  ailth.-i  Ize  the 
assertion  that  all  the  purposes  f.'r  which  this  Gover.uncnt  was 
instituted  have  b^cn  ftcfomplishnd  during  four  years"  Ac. 
and  "that  this  hasl^cn  dono  when  the  ordinarij  rcrenues  ol 
the  Government  were  generally  decreasing,''  &c. 

Notv,  iVfr.  Chairman,  I  am  forced  to  lake  isjue 
with  the  President — or  rather,  I  shoo'd  say,  wi  h 
his  Sifcretary — dn  every  one  of  these  bold  positicns 
and  s!»!ement?,  and  to  give  totvery  one  of  them, 
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as  I  do,  a  bold  contradiciion  and  denial.  There  is 
not  008  of  them  that  will  bear  examination  anJ 
the  test  of  facts.  I  shall  examine  them  in  order, 
and  with  some  partienlarity.  In  this  work,  I  must 
use  SQch  facis  and  data  as  I  have  been  able  to 
gather  for  myself,  withoat  the  aid  of  those  import- 
ant disclosarcs  which  I  had  hoped,  before  this  time, 
to  have  the  benefit  of,  under  my  resolution  of  in- 
quiry, iotroductd  at  an  early  day  in  the  session, 
and  direoted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I 
hope  yet,  under  favor  of  the  House  and  the  friends 
of  the  Secretary  here,  to  get  the  informaiion  sought 
for  by  that  resolution,  before  the  sssiion  end«; 
when,  I  believe,  it  will  be  found,  the  truth  and  the 
whole  truth  being  honestly  told,  that  things  are 
even  worse  la  the  department  of  finance  thair  our 
worst  apprehensions  hare  led  us  to  suppose  them 
to  be. 

Mr.  Chairman,  J  bfgin  my  examination  of  the 
positions  assomed'by  the  President — assumed  al- 
ways, I  conclude,  on  the  auihotity  of  the  Secreta- 
ry— with  that  uDqualifSed  cUim  and  declaration, 
made,  of  course,  to  confirm  and  illustrate  the  some- 
what boastful  allosion  to  the  general  sound  condi- 
tion of  the  finances,  and  the  success  which  has  at- 
tended their  management — the  declaration  that,  in 
the  whole  four  years  of  his  administration,  "every 
demand  upon  the  Qovemment,  at  home  and  abroad, 
has  been  promptly  met."  I 

Sir,  what  is  meant  by  meeting  demands  promptly? 
What  would  a,  bosiaess  man  be  understood  to 
mean,    who  should    be  found    walking   up  and 
downCbestnulstreet,  or  Wall  street,  proclaiming  tu 
every  one  be  mi,ht  meet,  whilu  rubbing  bis  hands 
with  self  satisfaction,  that  he  had  promptly  met 
every  demand  upon  him?    Suppose  it  were  uni 
▼ersally%known  of  him  on  'Chacge  thai,  whether 
dishonest  or  only  unfortnnale,  be  had  found  it  con- 
venient, for  a  series  of  months  together,  to  make 
terms  with  many  of  his  creditors,  same  of  whom 
had  been  kind  enough,  trusting  to  their  knowledge 
of  his  ultimate  respun^ibility,  and  his  general  good 
credit,  to  lake  for  thvir  debts  and  demands,  due 
and  past  due,  instead  of  cash  payment,  his  own 
promissory  note,  payable   one  year   after   date, 
bearing  such  rate  of  interest,  net  exceeding  six  per 
cent,  and  not  always  above  a  mill  or  two,  as  they 
coold  bargain  for?    What  would  be  thought  of 
saeb  a  man  and  his  bold  declaration  of  bsbitual 
and  invaiiablepromptness  in  meeting  all  demands 
vpon  him?    Well,  sir,  what  has  this  Oovernment 
been  doing  for  four  years  pa4<?    In  that  time  it  hd« 
issntd  twenty-five  millions  of  Treasary  notes — and 
BOW  asks  anthoriiy  to  issne  five  millions  more;  and 
of  this    twenty-five   millions,   I   know  not  how 
much,  but  very  much  of  it,  has  be«n  issued  di- 
rectly to  creditors  in  payment,  or  rather  in  post- 
ponement of  the  payment  due  to  such  creditors — 
yet  every  demand  upon  the  Government  has  been 
promptly  met  I    One  who  pays  a  debt  past  due, 
with  his  own  promissory  note,  may  change  and 
does  change,  the  form  of  indebtedness,  but  certainly 
not  the  fact  of  indebtedness.    If  he  gives  a  nego- 
tiable note,  he  may  change  his  creditor,  satisfying 
one  by  raising  up  anoiber  to  take  his  place,  but  the 
debt  remains.    True,  in  this  case,  the  immediate 
demand  is  met;  but  how  met?     Not,  ceriaialj, 
with  payment  in  cash,  which  is  what  the  creditor 
wants,  but  with  a  bit  of  paper,  which  is  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  an  anthority   to  the  holder  to 
go  into '  the  money  market,  and  borrow,  in  the 
name  and  for  account  of  the  Government,  money 
enough  to  pay  himself  with,  of  any  body  who  will 
lend  it.    Sir,  brokers  are  a  very  odious  tribe  to  the 
present  Administration  and  its  supporters;  and  the 
Administration  has  furnished,  in  four  years,  more 
business  to  brckers,  through  the  isiue  of  its  pro- 
missory notes  and  Treasury    and  Sub-Treasury 
drafts,  than  they  have  had,  I  venture  to  say,  out  of 
the  operation?  of  any  twenty,  or  fifty,  perhaps,  of 
the  largest  proprietors  and  dealers  in  the  Ian  j.    In- 
stead of  cash  payments,  which  the  Government 
doght  always  to  mak)*,  it  has  dealt  extensively  in 
its  own  paper — its  notes  and  its  drafu;  articles  of 
traffic  and  brokerage,  and  sometimes  bearing  one 
value  and  sometimea  another  in  the  market — some- 
times above-par  and  somciimrs  below.    A  Govern- 
ment dealing  thus  with  its  creditors  had  best  talk  at 
)ittl«  as  poisible  about  the  promptness  with  which 


it  meets  demands  upon  it.  If  some  have  been  fa- 
vored or  forianate  enough  to  gain  premiums  -on 
their  paper  received  from  ihfe  Government,  others, 
I  am  well  advised,  have  suffered  losses  on  theirs. 
Some  of  the  poor  clerks  in  the  Departments  in  this 
city,  I  think,  might  testify  to  loses,  if  they  would. 
But  their  demands  were  promptly  m«t,  and  they 
were  satisfied.  Ob,  yes;  it  was  belter  te  be  satis- 
fied with  the  los3  of  a  small  per  cent,  on  their  sala- 
ries, than  be  torned  adrift,  and  lose  salary  and  all 
together.  They  were  satisfied!  And  so-  was  I 
satisfied,  sir,  when,  at  the  close  of  the  last  session, 
I  received,  for  a  little  balance  of  fir  diem  due  me, 
first  the  Speaker's  note,  and  then;  upon  that,  a 
Treasury  note  or  two  in  part  payment,  thouzh  the 
gold  h^d  been  demanded  at  the  Treasury,  in  my 
name,  for  the  whole— just  by  way  of  experiment. 
Sir,  it  has  been  said,  and  the  accounts  of  these 
things  have  frequently  been  published,  that  the 
drafts  of  (he  Government  drawn  on  depositaries  or 
holders  of  public  money ,~  and  issued  to  satisfy  cre- 
ditors, have  often  been  protested  and  dishonored. 
I  suppose  the  fact  to  be  so,  though  ■  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  state  it  on  my  own  or  any  certain  and  re- 
liable authority.  I  fe<j  much  more  cer;ai9  of  ano- 
ther fact,  and  that  is,  that  drafts  drawn  by  con- 
tractors, agents,  and  officers — drawn  nnder  autho- 
rity, and  in  due  and  legal  form,  on  the  Treasury, 
for  monrys  due  and  payable,  sometimes  for  large 
amounts,  and  where  the  exigency  of  the  public  ser- 
vice made  the  demand  urgent  and  imperative — that 
such  drafts  have,  in  more  instances  than  one  or  a 
few,  been  refused  and  rejected.  It  must  be  known 
somewhere,  and  in  some  department  of  the  Go- 
vernment, if  such  things  have  occnrred;  I  believe 
they  have;  and,  if  so,  it  affords  a  most  apt  illustra- 
tion of  the  boast  that  "every  demand  upon  the  Go- 
vernment has  been  promptly  met." 

But,  sir,  without  (Jweliing  farther  oa  the  paper 
transactions  of  (he  Government,  And  it-i  delinquen- 
cies as  a  debtor  nnder  the  nse  of  such  paper,  I  will 
come  to  some  instances — a  few,  just  by  way  of  ex- 
ample and  specimen — which  do  not  seem  to  me  to 
accord  perfectly  well  with  the  autimption  that 
"every  demand  upon  the  Government  has  been 
promptly  met." 

In  looking  into  thyecent  report  of  the  Ctaarter- 
master  General,  I  was  struck  with  the  tone  of  jnst 
complaint — so  I  read  the  document — in  which  he 
there  indulges.  Last  year  he  presented  an  esti- 
mate, as  was  his  doty,  for  the  service  in  Florida. 
That  estimate  wa^  six  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
And  now  be  states  (he  fact  that  he  was  REaoiREo 
to  moiyy  and  rtiwce  that  tsHmaU  one-half!  Only 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  therefore,  were 
appropriaiedt  And  what  has  been  the  conse- 
qutncel  Why,  .just  what  was  knbwn  must  hap- 
pen. General  jesup  says:  "there  are  outstanding 
claims  to  a  considerable  amount,  arising  out  of  the 
volunteer  and  militia  service,  which  have  been  re- 
cognised by  the  Kxecative,  and  for  the  prompt 
payment  of  which  funds'  are  required;"  and  he 
urges  importunately,  that,  for  this  object  and  for 
cnrrent  service,  an  immediate  application  be  made 
to  Congress  for  at  least  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars;  1  have  soen  a  letter  from  a  highly  respec- 
table gentleman  on  the  spot,  nr  near  it,  to  his  friend 
in  this  Honsf,  in  which  the  amount  of  arrearages 
due  to  volunteers  and  militia,  &c.  Is  stated  at  not 
les5  than  $300,000.  So,  then,  IVIr.  Chairman,  we 
have  here  demands  for  volunteer  and  militia  ser- 
vice in  Florida,  due  and  past  due,  running  np  to 
hundreds  of  ihousands  of  dollars,  rrcogntscd  by  tht 
Preiidmt,  and  yet  not  paid.  And  why  not  paid? 
■  Oh,  of  course,  because  there  was  no  appropriation: 
and  how  can  money  bf  paid,  be  (he  Treasury 
never  so  full,  without  an  appropriation!  Well, 
and  why  wa^  (here  not  an  approprialioii?  Why, 
that  was  cut  down — cut  down  by  poutive  order  and 
command — when  it  wa3  just  as  well  known  as  it  is 
now,  that  the  money  would  he  required  and  want- 
ed. In  s'^^ott,  you — this  Government— putting 
forth  a  boastful  claim  that  yon  had  met  every  de- 
mand promptly — yon  declined  and  refnssd,  at  the 
proper  time,  to  make  an  appropriation  to  meet 
debts  and  demands  which,  at  that  very  time,  you 
cseant  (o  contract  and  create;  and  (his  yon  did — I 
think  yoo  must  be  centent  to  bear  this  impeach- 
ment—Ibis you  did  deliberately,  ioteadiog  to  co- 


ver yourself  behind  the  legal  excuse  of  "bo  i 
priation,"  from  (he  npproteh  and  the  reproaehet 
of  your  own  delayed,  suffering,  and  abtwedcmfi* 
(ors.  You  employ  ci(izen  soldiers  in  the  SeM  for 
months  together;  yon  promise  to  pay  them  aad  pro. 
vide  for  (heir  subsistence  and  comfoit;  you  satfer 
large  arrearages  to  accamnlate  against  yon;  ytm 
recognde  (he  deb(;  but  when  payment  is  demtndr4, 
your  answer  is— "no  appiopria'i'w."  Th*  inm 
and  only  honest  answer  would  be — ao  moiwy. 
That  is  the  secret  why  you  do  not  pay.  It  is  ia- 
convenient,  at  least,  for  you,  and  yon  want  the 
next  Administration  (o  pay  i(.  No  appropriation ! 
Common  honesty  required,  you  to  meJce  it  at  (be 
last  session.  But  it  was  omitted  then — (hen  the 
debt  was  only  in  prospect;  now,  however,  it  is  te- 
ality,  and  why  is  the  appropriation  not  now  to  b* 
made!  Look  to  the  estimates  of  your  Secretarf — 
do  yon  find  any  such  Kern  there  as  this?  No,  no; 
'after  the  debt  has  become  due  long  since;  after  it 
has  been  "recognised  by  the  President,"  and  mtta 
the  earnest  appeal  made  by  the  Q,narterBU3(ct 
General — after  all,  your  old  excuse  stands  good. 
You  have  made  no  appropriation,  and  yon  prapcMe 
to  make  none!  at  least  it  is  not  in  the  estimates  of 
(he  Secretary — of  that  Secretary  who  teadws  the 
President  to  make  proclamation  to  all  the  world 
that  tAis  is  a  Government  which  proaii>tly  meets 
all  demands  upon  it. 

Well  again,  sir.  Before  (his  Government  pats 
forth  its  claim  to  so  much  credit  for  hoi>orabie 
dealing  with  its  creditor.'!,  it  seems^  me  it  wotild 
have  been  prudent  at  least  to  have  taken  care  that 
there  we.re  no  very  fiagrant  cases  to  be  attend 
against  it  of  neglect  and  refusal  to  redeem  its  failh 
solemnly  p' edged.  By  a  (reaiy  wilh  the  Ow- 
rokees,  taUfied  in  1836,  the  United  States  agreed 
(hat  such  Cherokee  warriors  as  were  engaged  on 
the  side  of  (he  United  Stales  -in  the  last  war  with 
Great  Bri(ara  and  the  Sou (h«rn  tribes  of  Indiaas, 
and  who  were  wounded  in  (he  service,  Aoold  be 
entitled  to  pensiens.  The  Secretary  of  War  in  his 
recent  report  urges  (he  demand  of  these  wariiois  oa 
(be  notice  of  (he  Fresiden(.  "They  are  very  detti- 
tnte,"  says  the  Secretary,  "and  the  good  faith  of 
the  Government  is  pledged  in  (heir  favor."  Hue 
are  demands,  (hen,  due  for  four  years,  nada 
solemn  treaty  stipulation,  and,  during  all  ihat 
period  they  have  not  cnly  not  been  met,  bat  Owre 
has  been  no  effort  and  no  disposition  to  meet  (hem. 
No  appropriation  has  been  asked  of  Coogtcsi, 
none  is' now  asked,  nor  would  those  in  Congress 
who  might  be  disposed  to  have  (he  faith  i^  ihe 
Government  kept  have  been  permitted  by  the 
Administration  at  any  time,  I  suppose,  to  pas*  aa 
act  in  fulfilment  of  this  treaty.  These  miserable 
Cherokee  warriors,  who  fought  for  you,  and  shed 
their  blood'in  your  quarrel,  wounded  and  disable], 
have  received  your  promise  of  a  pittance  whete- 
with  to  render  the  fragment  of  their  broken  lifii 
comfortable  or  endurable,  and  for  years  yon  dday 
and  refuse  to  pay  as  you  have  promised.  Yoai, 
yon,  do  (his,  who  make  it  your  loud  boast  diat  all 
demands  on  you  are  promptly  met. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  other  illostralioDs  be- 
hind of  the  prompt  manner  in  which  this  Adminis- 
tration has  met  all  demands  upon  it.  Take  the 
case  of  ihow  works  ofpablic  improvement,  onr 
harbors  and  rivers,  and  the  Cnmberland  road, 
heretofore  carried  on,  but  abanSoned  midway  ia 
the  operations  upon  them  during  the  last  two  years. 
The  engineers  tell  us  of  arrearages  on  these  worfci^ 
not  as  large  perhaps  as  they  were  namerous— de- 
mands outstanding  against  them;  some  of  whieh 
must  have  been  long  outstanding,  and  not  (here- 
fore  promptly  met,  and  many  of  which  wonid  not 
have  been  met  at  all,  at  least  under  this  Aifaniiiis- 
(radon,  if  (he  engineers  had  not,  during  the  last 
summer,  sold  off  pnblie  property  cofmecled  with 
these  works,  expressly  to  taise  ihe  means  for  this 
object  Col.  Abert  tells  ns  that  '"sales  were 
absolutely  nec-ssaiy,  in  many  cases,  in  order  to 
raiie  funds  to  liquidate  small  demands  against  iha 
works."  I  have  great  doubts  whether  all  de- 
mands against  these  works  have  ye*,  been  liqoi- 
dated;  and,  if  they  have,  (he  contemptible  and 
tardy  mode  in  which  it  ha*  been  done  aptly  aHtv- 
trates  the  ideas  which  some  penoiu  seem  to  fUMt* 
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uiaof  what  itislobefaiihfal  and  prompt  in  the 
d  Mharse  of  honest  debts. 

And  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  has  it  been  with 
the  ^>erations  of  the  past  year  on  the  barracks  and 
fortifications  6f  the  countr;?  One  or  two  cases,  I 
siippose,  may  serve  as  an  example  for  all.  A 
stinted  appropriation  was  mide  for  these  works 
]ast  year.  Under  authority  granted  by  Congress  to 
order,  the  application  of  ^ese  moneys  wai  posu 
poaed  by  the  President,  so  that,  to  use  General 
Jesup's  langoage,  "the  operations  have  been  limit- 
ed, with  a  few  exceptions,  to  paying  outstanding 
daims,"  etc.  This,  one  would  suppose,  would 
have  effeetaally  arresird  the  progress  of  ihese 
worlcs;  ander  any  other  Government,  such  would 
hare  been  the  effect.  But  no  such  thing  here. 
"Owing  to  a  demand  for  employment,"  says  Col. 
Totten,  a  most  wartby  gentleman  and  able  officer, 
mortified  and  stung,  I  am  sure,  as  a  high-minded 
and  honorable  mao,  by  such  a  condition  of  things, 
"Owing  to  a  demand  for  employment  on  the  pan  of 
laborers,  mechanics,  and  contractors,  we  have  been 
enabled  to  do  someibing,"  &c.  In  other  words,  to 
tell  the  story  plainly  myseli,  and  relieve  Colonel 
Totten,  the  case  is  this:  The  Government  is  en- 
gaged in  constructing  foriificatioas,  which  are  large 
and  expensive  works,  and  are  carried  on  by  yearly 
appropriations.  It  Las  in  its  employ  on  these 
works  saperintendenls,  and  contractor!',  and  me- 
chanics, and  laborers,  most  of  whom,  at  least  mk- 
ny  of  whom,  make  their  arratgermentsi,  domestic 
and  otherwise,  with  ref.'rence  to  permanent  em- 
ployment on  these  works,  from  ihe  commencement 
to  the  completion  of  them,  running,  of  course, 
throngh  a  number  of  years.  Tbey  know  that  these 
are  works  undertaken  by-Qovernment — a  wealthy 
old  gentleman,  who  generally  does  what  he  says  he 
will  do.  Such  a  thing  as  failure  or  bankruptcy  is 
not  thought  of.  These  comraelers,  mechanics,  and 
laborers  are  on  the  grouad  promptly  with  the  re- 
tsrn  of  every  working  season,  invited  by  the  Go- 
vernment, and  taught  to  expect  nothing  else  than 
to  go  on  with  their  work  as  usual,  and  to  be  paid 
for  it,  of  conrse.  Then  comes  the  Government,  by 
its  agent,  and,  to  their  bitter  disappointment,  an- 
nounces that  funds  are  low,  and  prompt  payment 
for  labor  is  not  to  be  expected.  To  work  or  starve 
— this  is  the  condition  of  labor  all  over  the  world. 
What  shall  these  men  do?  Their  business  is  here, 
and  they  have  no  employment  elsewhere,  and  might 
notnow  be  able  to  find  any.  Well,  ihis  creates,  to 
be  sure,  "a  demand  for  employment" — a  pressing 
demand.  The  Qovernmeni,  too,  is  as  urgent  lo 
have  the  work  done  as  they  are  to  do  it,  and  the  end 
is,  they  are  employed,  and  go  to  work.  They  will 
ernn  the  money,  and  though  tbe  Government  can- 
not pay,  it  will  owe;  and  wiih  this  debt  or  demand, 
by  selling  it,  or  pledging  it,  or  in  some  way,  but  of 
conrse  not  without  i^erious  sacrifice  and  loss,  they 
will  continue  to  real  ze  something  out  of  it  for  their 
cwrent  necessities. 

Now,  sir,  this  is  preci.^ely  what  has  taken  place. 
I  have  now  in  my  hand  a  letter  from  an  intelligent 
and  worthy  gentleman,  a  personal  friend  of  mine, 
residing  at  Oswego,  by  which  I  am  informed  that, 
during  the  past  season,  the  work  on  the  fort  at  that 
place  was  carried  on  on  a  credit.  It  was  under- 
stood, and  so  stipulaled  oa  Ihe  part  of  the  Govern- 
meni,  that  payment  was  not  to  be  demanded  or  ex- 
pected before  April  next;  nor  would  any  evidence 
of  debt  be  given,  except  by  a  credit  entered  on  the 
books  of  the  superintendent.  It  waji  permitted, 
however,  graciously  to  the  poor  laborer,  to  transfer 
his  demand,  and  the  purchaser  had  his  name  no- 
ted on  the  book  opposite  to  the  account.  My  corre- 
spondent has  furnished  me  with  a  copy  of  one  of 
the .  orders  nnder  which  these  transfers  are  made 
drawn  by  a  laborer  who  makes  his  mark,  with  cer- 
tain cabalistic  letters  of  the  superintendent  noted  on 
it,  by  way  of  recognition.  The  paper  might,  per- 
haps, with  propriety,  be  added  to  some  others,  as 
one  more  specimen  of  the  "better  currency"  of  the 
Government. 

]Bat  I  bare  given  this  ease  as  an  example  of  the 
prompt  manner  in  which  the  Administration  has 
met  iQl  demands  npon  it.  By  a  species  of  moral 
coercion  it  cornels  its  creditors,  who  ought  to  be 
paid  promptly  in  cash  every  Saturday  night,  to 
EU  bq^it  to  to  UBjost  and  cruel  delay  of  payment  for 


several  months,  and  to  resort,  therefore,  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  hawking  tbe  credit  of  the  Government  in 
<he  market  on  petty  acconnts,  with  serions  lots  to 
themselves;  and  then,  having  done  this,  it  turns 
round,  in  the  face  of  such  a  transaction,  and  blows 
a  trumpet  of  praise  to  ii.^lf  for  having  promptly 
met  every  demand  upon  jt ! 

I  will  allude  to  one  other  ease,  very  much  in 
point.  I  am  informed,  and  I  believe  correctly, 
that,  to  carry  on  operations  on  the  important  works 
of  Fort  Schuyler,  on  the  ^ast  River,  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney was  borrowed  of  one  of  the  banks  in  New 
York — the  Mechanics'  Bank,  I  think — borfowed 
for  six  months  on  an  interest  of  three  per  cent,  for 
that  time.  Here,  then,  ihecontraciorx,  mechanics, 
and  laborer;,  and  those  who  furnished  supplier, 
were  paid  in  cash,  and  paid  promptly;  yrs,  paid 
promptly  in  ca^h,  but  with  a  rigid  and  invariable 
deduction  from  the  old  totat  of  every  acconnt  ren- 
dered ef  three  per  ccbi.  Here  were  accounts  for 
work  and  labor  performed,  and  provisions  and  sup- 
plies furnithed,  at  stipnla'ed  prices;  and  before 
tbese  accounts  would  be  paid,  a  discount  must  be 
submitted  to  equdl  to  the  interest  on  the  money  for 
six  months.  In  other  words,  and  in  eflfect,  the  cre- 
ditors themselves  are  obliged  to  borrow  ihe  money, 
Dsing  ihe  name  and  credit  of  the  Government,  with 
which  to  pay  their  own  demands  on  Ihe  Govern- 
ment, al  eady  due  and  past  due,  and  to  pay  six- 
months'  interest  for  it.  How  such  a  transaction 
may  affect  this  Government  I  know  not;  but  I 
know  that  no  private  gentleman  could  ever  hold  up 
his  head  again  in  an  honorable  commanity,  after 
he  had  once  resorted  to  such  a  mode  of  meeting 
his  engagements. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  should  never  be  done,  if  I 
shoDld  attempt  to  go  through  the  cases  in  detail  of 
delinquency  in  the  matter  of  prompt  payment  on 
the  part  of  the  Administration.  I  must  be  brief  in 
what  I  have  further  to  say  about  it. 
•  The  Indian  Department  is  full  of  instances  of 
gross  neglect  and  delinquency.  So  I  understand 
and  believe.  Some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dol- 
lars, it  is  believed,  yet  remain  unpaid,  under  a  trea- 
ty entered  into  with  the  Pottawatamies,  I  think,  in 
1833.  At  the  last  session,  we  made  an  appropria- 
tion of  $36,000  to  carry  into  effect  a  treaty  with 
the  Stockbridge  and  Mimsee  Indians;  and  I  am 
told  that  not  one,  dollar  of  it  has.yet  been  paid.  A 
payment  has  been  asked  for,  on  venchcrs  acknow- 
ledged to  be  suffisient,  cf  the  proper  department 
here,  and  refused  on  the  pica  that  arrangements 
had  betn  made,  or  would  be,'for  piyment  some- 
where else,  and  by  an  Indian  agent.  Payrasnt  has 
al^'o,  as  I  am  told,  been  demanded  of  an  Indjna 
agent — the  only  one  who  could  be  thought  of  as  at 
all  likely  to  be  entrusted  with  the  case — and  no- 
thing could  be  obtained.  Several  cases  of  strong 
and  urgent  claim  are  mentioned  by  General  Jesup 
in  bis  report.  One  by  the  Choctaws,  where  their 
property,  land,  has  been  taken  for  a  fort — taken  for 
pablia  use,  and  no  payment  made,  or  proposed  to 
be  made.  And  another  claim  on  the  part  of  the 
Creeks,  on  a  positive  agreement  made  with  them 
by  the  General  himself,  some  years  ago,  and  no 
payment  is  made,  or  any  disposition  shown  to  make 
it. 

And,  then,  what  has  been  the  course  of  the  Ad- 
ministration in  regard  to  claim'^,  whether  in  the 
Departments  or  before  Consress?  Ij  is  well  under- 
stood that  these  claims  in  the  Departments  amount 
to  a  very  large  sum^probably  to  millions — claims 
growing  out  of  the  Florida  war,  and  Indian  afi°airs, 
and  other  things.  These  demands  have  not  been 
proinptly  met.  In  some  cases,  as  I  suppose,  ap- 
propriations have  been  made  to  meet  them,  bnt  the 
accounts  have  not  been  adjusted.  In  other  cases, 
there  has  been  .service  according  to  law,  and  the 
demands  are  according  to  law,  bat  there  has  been 
no  appropriation.  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  next 
Administration  will  find  millions  of  these  demands 
lying  over  nader  one  pretence  and  another.  We 
hear  General  Jesup  complaining  that  disbursing 
and  accounting  officers  are  hung  up  in  the  Depart- 
ments for  one  or  two  years  before  they  csfti  get  their 
accounts  and  demands  adjusted.  Before  Congress, 
it  is  said,  there  are  ten  thousand  claims  now  pend- 
ing. Nobody  doubts  that  very  many  of  these  are 
just,  and  ought  to  be  promptly  piid.    Yet,  who 


that  was  here  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  failed 
to  observe  the  studied  and  systematic  effort  of  the 
Administration,  by  every  possible  device,  to,  pre- 
vent the  action  of  Congress  on  this  whole  subjects 
And  that  eflSort  succeeded.  Congress  passed  bills 
for  private  claims;  in  seven  months,  to  the  amonnt 
of  1^14,000!  Justice  and  honor  were  sacrificed 
openly,  with  the  sacrifice  of  the  claims  of  the  pub- 
lic creditors.  Appeals  to  (he  mercy  of  the  Gh)verB- 
meni,  as  well  as  to  its  justice,  fell  unheeded  on  the 
cold,  dead  ear  of  parly.  The  rejection  was  as  de- 
liberate as  it  was  hearties?;  the  appearance  of 
flings  must  be  saved  for  the  benefit  of  party;  the 
Treasury  must  not  bear  the  burden  of  these  just 
dues  at  a  crisis  of  so  much  political  importance. 
And  thus  were  thus  dues  boldly  shuffled  ofi'.  They 
amouni,  doubtless,  to  millions,  and  ate  left,  with 
other  things  like  them,  as  a  legacy  to  the  next  Ad- 
nrinistraiion.  He  is  a  bold  man,  Mr.  Secretary, 
who  could  claim,  in  the  face  of  facts  like  these, 
and  teach  his  master  to  claim  for  the  Government 
the  crrdit  and  the  praise  of  having  promptly  met 
alldematids  upon  it! 

But,  Mr  Chairman,  I  pass  from  this  point,  to 
consider  another,  closely  connected  with  this.  A 
happy  man  is  that  President  of  these  United  States 
who  can  say,  with  truth,  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
that,  under  his  administration,  "all  the  purposes 
for  which  this  Government  was  instituted  hare 
•b;en  accomplished;"  and  that  is  precisely  what 
Mr.  V&n  Buren  says  for  himself.  Sir,  I  solemnly 
declare  that  I  would  gladly  allow  this  declaration 
to  piss  withont  a  word  of  animadveniion  from  me, 
if  I  could  do  so  without  manifest  injnstiee  -to  the 
in-coming  Administration.  It  is  due,  however,  to 
those  on  whom  the  burden  of  Government  is  to 
fall  after  the  fourth  of  March,  that  the  error, 
amounting  te  delusion,  on  which  this  position  rests, 
should  be  thoroughly  exposed.  In  attempting  this, 
I  shall  carefully  avoid  all  differences  with  the 
President  on  matters  involving  constitutional  doubt 
or  difficulty.  I  shall  say  nothing,  for  example,  of 
the  coarse  of  the  Administration  in  regard  to  ear- 
rency  and  credit.  Alany  very  important  interests 
have  been  sacrified,  daring  the  last  four  years,  in 
regard  to  which  the  President  claims  to  shelter 
himself  nnder  a  constitutional  scruple.  I  shall  re- 
spect that  claim,  on  this  occasion,  and  offer  him  no 
disturbance  upon  it.  I  shall  take  him,  as  I  may 
find  him,  beyond  this  magic  circle,  and  there  is 
matter  enough,  in  Heaven's  gocd  name,  with  which 
to  impeach  the  perfect  accuracy  of  the  self-sati-fy- 
ing  declaration  to  which  I  have  referred. 

If  any  body  will  take  the  trouble  to  look  into  the 
reports  of  the  present  session  from  Departments 
and  heads  of  Bureaus,  anl  note  tbe  number  and 
variety  of  urgent  recommendations  for  the  public 
service  which  they  will  find  there,  and  -which  are 
and  have  been  all  the  while  wholly  neglected  by 
this  Administration,  he  will  then  be  able  to  appre- 
ciate the  force  and  value  of  the  claim  that  "alt  tbe 
purposes  for  which  this  Government  was  ins'ituted 
have  been  accomplished."  I  will  refer  to  a  few 
things. 

The  providing  of  proper  barracks  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  army  falls  widiin  the  province  of 
the  ttuarlermaster  General.  These  works  are  in- 
dispensable, and  sire  required  in  various  parts  of 
the  country.  The  last  year  "little  was  done,"  Gen. 
Jesup  says,  "except  to  pay  some  outstanding 
claims,"  even  on  the  small  number  of  those  works 
for  which  appropriations  were  made.  The  money 
was  withheld  by  the  order  of  the  President.  Th« 
appropriations  of  the  last  year  are  tp  fall  as  an  ex- 
tra burden  on  the  Treasury  in  the  year  1841.  JBut, 
besides  this,  lh:re  are  a  large  number  of  cases  pre- 
sented as  urgent  by  General  Jesup,  and  arged  als.i 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  which  no  provision 
whatever  has  been  made,  and  none  is  proposed. 

The  Secretary  aUudes  to  the  fact  that  40,000  In- 
dians have  been  removed  during  the  last  four  years, 
adding,  therefore,  that  number  to  the  matlitnde  al- 
ready on  our  Western  border.  These  are,  most  of 
them,  dissatisfied,  moody,  and  restless,  brooding 
over  wrongs,  and  waiting  for  the  chances  of  re- 
venge. They  are  planted  on  the  immediate  eon- 
fines  of  States  and  Territories  belonging  to  this 
Union;  and  "the  Government  has  contracted," 
says  the  Secretary,  "a  solemn  obligation,  not  only 
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to  defend  ibat  people  wtaea  attacked,  bat  to.  aniici- 
paie  ibe  danger  by  erectiog  sucb  works  as  will  in-, 
snre  their  i^at'ety,  and  iospire  tbem  wiib  confidence 
in  the  means  employed  for  their  protection."  Sure- 
ly, Ibis  most  be  somelbing  "for  which  this  Govern- 
ment was  Ins'.italed !"  Bui  what  his  been  donet 
The  Becrelary  recommends,  for  the  Western  fron- 
tier, the  erection  of  posts  which  shall  be  made  fire- 
proof, and  so  consiiucted-as  tc  iierve  as  defences 
with  asma!l  garrison  "against  any  noiaber  of  men 
net  provided  with  artillery."  What  has  beendonel 
Nothing;  and  nothing  is  thoagbt  of  by  the  ptesent 
Administration. 

Permanent  barracks  and  defences  are  wanted  at 
BafTalo;  wanted  at  Platisbai^,  where  ihe  work  has 
been  suspended;  wanted  at.or  near  Port  Gibson 
the  most  important  and  exposed  point  on  the  West- 
ern Ironliei;  pos's  are  wanted  at  Spring  river  and 
Maraio  de  C>que,  and  the  navifatton  of  ■th*  Neo- 
sho and  O.-^age  icquircs  to  be  improved  as  a  milita- 
ry highway;  one  or  more  posts  are  required  on  the 
Missouri;  one  on  the  St.  Petei's;  one  at  or  near 
Sandy  Lake;  another  t-X  Fond  du  Lac,  the  soDib- 
western  extremity  cf  Like  Superior;  barracks  and 
defences  aie  required  al^'O  at  or  ne.ir  Detroit,  and 
others  in  lUaine.  So  at  least  says  the  daarlerma:- 
ter  Ganeral,  backed  by  the  Secretary  of  War;  and 
yet  no  more  noticu  is  taken  of  any  of  these  things, 
m  the  estimates  tVr  the  year,  than  if  we  bad  neither 
array  to  provide  for,  nor  country  to  defend. 

While  on  Ibis  point,  I  may  add,  also,  that  Col. 
Hend'irson,  Commandant  of  Marines,  things,  also, 
that  certain  barracks  are  quit*  itidispensable  for  the 
foic.*un<l?r  .'lis  command,  which  it  would  rrquire 
$150,000  to  c  'u'struct.  He  g'.ts  $75,000  in  the  et- 
iimate.;  as  a  special  favor.  The  work,  of  conrcC, 
is  to  be  done  at  halves. 

Among  other  objects,  not  of  the  highest  raagni- 
fnds,  mentioned  by  Mr.  Poinseil,  as  requiring  atten- 
tion, reference  is  made  to  the  importance  of  conti-. 
nuing  the  surveys  of  our  rivers  and  great  lakes 
for  military  purposes;  th«  want  of  new  barracks  at 
West  Point;  the  want  of  a  fite-proof  bailding  for 
the  archives  of  the  War  Department;  and  the  pro- 
priety at  least  of  paying  for  the  sites  which  have 
beea  selected  and  contracted  for,  for  marine  hospi- 
tals on  the  Western  waters.  Is  any  notice  taksn 
of  these  modest  suggestions?  By  no  means.  The' 
estimates  maintain  a  dead  silence  on  the  whole 
subject. 

A  military  post  or  two  for  the  conceniralion  of 
troofs,  in  the  event  of  hostilities,  is  a  ve>y  natuial 
idea,  and  not  altogether,  perhaps,  beyond  the  pale 
of  those  things  "for  which  this  Government  was  ■ 
C3nsiila;ed."  TheSectietiry  of  War  sug(;esis,with 
this  view,  a  position  near  Albany  for  the  Northern 
frontier,  and  another  near  S:.  Louis  for  the  West- 
ern; and  for  the  roaritittie  frontier  cf  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  h3  thinks  it  important  to  establish  a 
depot  for  armed  steam-vess?l»,  somewhere  below 
the  Kails  of  the  Ohio.  With  what  hope  these  sug- 
gestions are  made,  we  may  imagine,  wben  we  find 
the  Secretary  at  the  s<ime  time  speaking,  ia  a  lone 
of  uticrdtspa'r,  of  his  "having  repeatedly  recom- 
mended, without  eifi-ct,  the  establishment  of  a  na- 
tional foundry." 

Mr.  Poinsett  seems  quite  in  earnest  when  he 
^pcaU.1  of  Ihe  neglected  military  defences  o(  the 
country.  Of  tie  state  of  these  defences  on  the 
'^'Ves^ern  border  and  against  the  Indian;',  we  may 
jadjc  by  wnat  I  have  said  already.  Nothing  is-, 
as  yet,  f.nmp  eie  or  hardly  approaching  completion 
ia  ■  the  dcfenfts  for  l':e  long  line  of  boundary  be- 
tween th;  Unitfd  States  and  the  British  provinces. 
And  as  for  our  mari  ime  frouii-r,  "the  whole 
coas*,"  says  the  Secretary,  "from  P«s5.imaquoddy 
I?ay  i'->  the  Sabme  river,  is  exposed  on  every  point 
no;  (lefende.-i  by  Nnture,  to  bi  invaded  wi;h  impu- 
nity." InHeed!  Ia  the  t-vent  of  a  suiiden  rupture 
vi,h  a  foreign  Power,  he  rnay  strike  a  fatal  blow 
a:  aiy  iroin'.  he  plenre*;  he  may  lay  our  cities  onder 
c.in nb'nicn,  or  reduce  them  to  ashes,  and  pollnle 
(,ur  soil  with  the  f^iot  of  hostile  soldiery;  and  yet 
mr  A-i  jiini-traiion  of  the  last  four  year.-!,  which  in 
.  1  !h  it  time  h.is  failed  to  complete  \he  defences  of 
c:iB  s't.gle  |i(.int  on  ibe  whole  coast,  now  retires, 
t."e;ing  ii^eU  in  its  o«n  arms  wiih  all  self-corn- 
i  tjLcnoy,  and  declaring  ihit  it  has  accomplished 


all  the  purposes  for  which  this  Government  was 
iasiiiuted. 

There  is  another  not  unimportant  interest,  that 
has  fared  even  worse  at  the  hands  of  this  Adminis- 
tration than-  the  national  defencss.  I  mean  the 
harbor  and  river  improvements.  They  belong  to 
commerce,  the  regulation  of  which  appsriains  to 
this  Government,  and  out  of  which  it  has  its  prin- 
cipal revenue  and  support.  The  Administration 
cannot  shelter  itself  here  behind  constitutional 
scruples.  A  majority  of  its  own  friends  in  this 
House,  I  suppose,  have  nojsuch  scruples.  And 
yet,  for  two  years,  every  movement  towards  conti- 
nuing these  works — werks  bsgnn  aod  prosecuted 
half-way,  perhaps,  to  their  cempletion — has  been 
promptly  met  and  voted  down — nay,  frowned  and 
trampled  down.  About  three  miUions  of  dollars 
are  asked  by  the  Engineers  for  these  works  iha  pre- 
sent year — the  whole  of  it .  for  works  partly  exe- 
cutEd— and  not  one  dollar  can  or  will  be  obtained. 
In  my  poor  opinion,  nniil  these  works  are  finished, 
nobody  can  say,  with  truth,  that  ttie  Government 
has  acccimplished  all  the  purposes,  or  even  the 
most  important  of  the  purposes  for  which  ii  was 
inftituled. 

There  is  oqe  other  interest  which  I  must  not 
omit  to  advert  to  in  this  connection.  That  Admi- 
nistration in  this  country  which  does  not  take  care 
of  Ihe  Navy,  takes  care  of  n'>ihing.  If  it  be  gnilty 
of  neglect  in  this  quarter,  it  is  guilty,  indeed,  and 
duerves  no  credit  for  any  thing.  Tois  tin,  if  com- 
mitied,  sliould  be  deemed  uopardonahlr.  And 
what  has  this  Administration  done  for  the  Navy, 
or  rather  what  has  it  not  neglected  to  do?  I  would 
not  say  a  word  to  wouad  th^  estimable  gentleman 
at  Ihe  head  pf  the  Navy  Department.  I  apprehend 
it  is  not  altogether  his  fault,  if  the  Navy  has  run 
down;  and  that  the  whole  service  is  in  a  most 
wretched  condition  I  suppose  there  can  be  no  donb'. 
The  Navy  Commissioners  estimate  that,  f^r  a  long 
time,  the  appropriations 'for  "repairs,"  &c.  of  ves- 
sels have  not  been  equal  to  the  actual  loss  and  de- 
cay, while  the  '-increase"  has  been  very  moderate. 
It  will  be  seen  that,  instead  of  any  reform  or  im- 
provement in  this  matter^  less  than  evsr  is  pro- 
posed to  be  done  the  present  year. 

It  seems  that  the  task  of  making  estimates  for 
the  naval  service  devolves  on  the  Navy  Commis- 
sioners; but  at  the  same  time  they  are  not  at  liber- 
ty to  say  how  much  that  sirvice  really  requires.  A 
specific  and  restricted  sum  is  given  them,  and  they 
are  to  work  out  the  protlem  with  thai;  just  ro  much 
canvass  is  furnished,  with  which  they  at*  required 
to  dress  up  a  line  of  battle  ship  in  a  full  suit  of 
sails,  though  there  may  not  be  really  enough  for  a 
sloop  of  war.  OfBcers  and  men  must  be  paid, 
stores  must  be  provided,  and  navy  yards  kept  in 
order:  that  takes  so  much;  and  then  so  much  is  left 
for  "repairs"  and  for  "increase."  For  "repairs," 
a  certain  sum  is  indispensable,  in  order  to  preserve 
a  value  in  vessels  and  stores  equal  to  the  original 
cost  of  the  existing  force  already  aQoat.  And 
now,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  do  yon  suppose  remains 
of  the  restricted  sum  to  which  the  Ccmmissioners 
are  limited  for  the  "increase  of  the  Navy"  in  18411 
Just  one  hundrtd  thtutand  dol/irs— "much  less,"  say 
the  Commissioners,  "than  ihe  average  annual  ap- 
propriations for  this  purpose  for  the  last  twenty, 
five  year;."  The  Commissioners  deem  it  indispen- 
sable to  complete  two  steamers  now  in  progress, 
and  to  commence  a  third;  to  complete,  also,  the 
frigate  Congress,  and  to  bu.ld  another  frigate  to  re- 
place the  Onerriere;  and,  for  all  this,  they  are 
limited,  by  an  iron  will  above  them,  to  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  thdusand  dollars;  and  tbis  is  called  ac- 
cbmplisbing  all  the  purposes  forwhich  this  Govern- 
ment was  instituted! 

It  cannot  surprise  any  body,  after  what  we  have 
now  seen,  to  find  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in- 
structing the  President  to  ask  for  another  laurtl  to 
be  added  to  the  brow  of  thi«  Administration  for  its 
fi/iancial  achievements.  While  every  demand  on 
the  Government  has  been  promptly  met,  and  all  its 
purposes  accomplished,  how  will  the  world  be  as- 
tonished to  learn  that  all  this  has  been  done  at  a 
time  "when  the  ordinary  revcnnes  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  generally  decreasingi"  A  pretty  plain 
intimation,  as  I  read  it,  that  the  Administration  has 
had  nothing  but  ordinary  revenues  with  which  to 


accomplish  so  much.  The  Secretary  is  expUaian 
this  point.  "It  follows,  therefore,"  so  be  coodadcs, 
■that  the  current  revenue,  notwiibsiaadiiig  all  i^ 
dnctions,  has  been  adeqnate  to  defray  boita  tfe  or- 
dinary and  extraordinary  demands,"  4«.  How 
very  just  and  true  it  is  that  the  Administntio*  has 
met  all  demands  on  the  Treasury,  and  has  •eeoai- 
plisheel  ail  the  purposes  for  which  the  Qorennaeat 
was  instituted,  wc  have  seen  already;  and  jwt 
about  as  near  the  fact  is  the  assumption  that  for  all 
the  expenditures  it  has  relied  altogether  on  eatrent 
revenue.  It  is  true  within  just  aboat  thirlj-ihne 
millions,  as  nearly  as  I  can  ascertain.  The  SecM- 
tary  confesses,  indeed,  to  eight  millions  neiiMfi 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  bat  this,  he 
says,  went  to  pay  ofi'  old  funded  debt— a  debt  «a 
were  often  assured  was  paid  oS  in  General  Jack- 
son's time.  And  he  remembers,  too,  that  dtew  an 
Treasury  notes  octstanding;  bat  these  aie  huitf 
worth  considering,  because  ihey  are  snre  la  be  paid 
off  in  1841  out  of  current  revenue.  We  iImU  w» 
about  that  directly. 

No,  sir,  the  simple  truth  is  that,  in  foar  year*, 
tbis  Administration,  in  supportinir  itself,  and  eaiiy- 
ing  on  two  wars — one  en  a  handful  of  i»4Twf  in 
Floridji,  and  another  on  the  currency,  credit,  miA 
business  of  the  country^-with  very  litde  doM  to 
bnild  op  and  sustain  the  public  defence^  ora^f  of 
our  great  national  interests— has  eqieaded  dottjr- 
three  million*  of  dollars  over  and  above  aUement 
revenups.  Here  is  the  brief  but  sigaifieant  ac- 
count ! 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  theTreaatry  to 
Congress,  at  tkc  September  session  of  1837, 
shows  that  there  wa«  of  available  means  ia  Ihe 
Treasury  (including  gums  then  on  depanie 
with  the  Siate:^)  on  the  1st  of  Janaary, 
1837  -  •  -  -143,468,859 

There  bad  been  received,  subsequently 
to  that  date,  from  banks,  &c.  and 
found  available      ...    fl,e70kl37 


Deposited  with  the  Slates 


44,138,996 
38.000,000 


Leaving  in  the  Treasory,  say  •  -    16,000,000 

There  has    been  received  from  (be 

Bank  of   the  United  Suites  on  its 

bonds  for  stock  sdld  -  -     8,000,000 

There  has  been  collected  on  old  mer- 

chants  bonds  -  •  •     6,000,000 

There  are  Treasury  notes 

ouisianding  on  the   1st 

January,  1841  -  $4,653,991 

Oat  of  which  deduct  the 

balance  estimated  to  bs 

in  the  Treasury  on  that 

day — (though  it  u  now 

acknowledged     to      be 

much  less)        -  -    1,590,000 

3,000,000 


Making,  altogether,  a  round  snm  of     ^3,000.000 

The  Administration  has  got,  all  the  while,  what 
it  could  out  o:  the  estate — and  ibe  enneat  revcnnes 
have  not  been  small— arid  it  has  seized  npoa  this 
little  amount  of  thirty-three  millions  of  other  fto- 
periy  belonging  to  its  owners,  and  has  used  that  op 
also. 

And,  now,  Mr.  Chain-nan,  it  is  modest,  lo  say 
the  least  of  it,  in  the  head  of  finance  to  inform  as, 
through  the  President,  that  the  reveaues,  ttom  o^ 
dinary  sources  of  coarse,  for  there  are  now  Do 
others,  diminished,  as  he  says  they  hare  beat,  will 
bti  found  abundant,  in  1841,  "to  meet  every  ea- 
gaiement  (debt  on  Treasury  notes  and  all)  .aad 
leave  a  suitable  balance  iu  the  Treasury,"  4bo.  II 
has  required  ei°:ht  millions  a  year,  besides  all  ear- 
rent  revenue,  for  this  Administration  to  payia 
way — and  it  has  not  paid  its  way,  for  it  leaves 
large  amounts  of  debt  behind  it,  as  I  will  abov;  bat 
the  next  Administration  can  gel  on  vary  well,  not 
only  doing  without  the  yearly  addition  of  e^t 
millions,  but  actually  paying  ofiT,  in  the  veiy  Int 
year,  several  millions  of  outstanding  Tftasaryaoa 
debt — to  say  nothing  nov  of  other  drht  l»  mli  i 
providing  for  all  ordinary  expendilntes.  This,  I 
say,  is  modest;  and  I  must  now  examine,  a  littisin 
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detail,  the  batts  of  ibe  cstimaieson  wbich  the  Se- 
creuiry  comes  lo  sacb  extraordinary  ccnclaslons. 
We  shall  find,  I  ihiak,  that  wbat  ibe  Secretary 
aomewbere  calls  his  "probability  cf  a  conjecture" 
is  not  altogether  lo  be  relied  on. 

I  begia  with  his  estimate  of  charges  falling  on 
the  Treasury  in  1841,  and  I  pronoance  it  altogether 
.  below  the  mark.  The  first  thing  that  struck  me  on 
looking  into  this  estimate  wat  the  eziraordinary 
difference  between  the  total  sam  reqaired  for  the 
cervice  of  1841  and  that  wbich  had  been  expended 
io  1849  and  previous  year?. 

The  Secretary 'i  estimates  for  1841  stand  tha';: 
Fornew  appropriations        -  -116,631,530 

Under  former  acts  of  Congress,  ex- 

elasive  of  public  debt      ••  •         864,000 

Total  .  •  -  117,485,520 

To  which  he  adds  for  "omissions,"  &c      1,7  64,480 


Total  sum  required- for  1841,  ezclo- 
sive  of  public  debt  and  Treasury 
notes  •  -    .       -  -  $19,350,000 

The  expendilnres  of  1840,  for  ordinary  purposes, 
estimating,  as  the  Secretary  doe«,  a  round  sum  of 
fitre  millions  for  the  last  quarter,  have  been 
$33,489,349.  But  Ihs  Secretary  says  the  other  De- 
partments estimate  the  expeadilures  of  the  liist 
quarter  at  more  than  fire  millions.  Taking  them 
at  the  average  of  the  first  three  quarters,  which 
must  be  nearer  the  truth,  and  (he  total  expendi- 
tares  in  1840,  exclusive  of  debt  and  Treasury 
notes,  have  been  $33  319,131.  I  believe  it  will  be 
found  they  have  not  fallen  below  $<24  009,000.  Be- 
tween this  sum  of  $23,319  131,  expended  in  1840, 
and  the  sam  shown  in  the  Secretary's  table  of  is'i- 
matee  for  the  like  service  in  184 1,  ($17,485,520,) 
the  difference  is  $5,833,611;  and  alter  addine,  as 
he  does,  more  than  a  miliioii  and  three  qaariors  for 
omissions  and  contingencies  to  the  estimates  for 
1841,  the  difference  is  still  $4,069,131. 

Bat  the  difference  between  the  estimates  for 
1841,  taking  the  Secretary >s  highest  sum,  $19,350,- 
■  000.  and  the  actual  expenditures  for  the  like  pab- 
lie  service  in  the  former  years  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, is  still  greater  and  more  extraordina- 
ry. Thus,  in  1839,  excladiog  payments  on  ac- 
coumt  of  public  debt.  Treasury  notes,  and  trn&t 
funds,  llee  expenditures  were  $25,410,000;  and  in 
1838,  they  were  $31,544,000.  The  difference  in 
the  one  case  u  $6,163,000,  and  in  the  other 
$13,294,000. 

Anotfawr  thing  deserves  to  be  roticed.  The  esti- 
mates for  the  year  are  usually  summed  up  or  re- 
fened  to  in  gross:,  under  tliree  heads,  namely,  civil, 
miseella-Jieons,  and  foreign  intercourse;  naval,  and 
military. 

Now  the  reduction  in  the  public  expenditures  in 
the  course  of  ibis  AdmiDisiraiion,  up  lo  the  pretent 
time,  hss  been  little  or  noibiog  under  the  'first  two 
beadis,  but  ha«  taken  place  almost  wholly  under 
the  head  of  "mlliiary." 

Ttins,  under  the  hejtd  of  "military,"  the  expen- 
ditures were: 

In  1838      ...  -  $19,916,000 

la  1839      ....    14,266,000 

In  1840  (part  estimated)    .  .    11,667  000 

Under  the  h<iad  of  "civi',"&c.  they  were: 

In  1838      ....    $5,666,000 

In  1839  (short  session  of  C  jngres^)        4  9 1 8,000 

In  1840      -  -  -  .      5,490.000 

And  under  the  head  of  "naval,"  they  were: ' 

In  1838      ....    $5,941,000 

In  1639      ....      6,235,0U0 

In  1840      ....      0,160,000 

For  the  year  1841,  taking  the  (oik  ofeMimatcs, 

a  still  farther  reduction  is  proposed  under  the  head 

of  "military,"  while,  at  the  same  time,  and  far  the 

fint  lime,  it  is  proposed  lo  bring  down  the  expendi. 

tares  under  both  ibe  other  heads. 

The  table  of  estimates  stands  thus: 

For  military  ...    $8,589,000 

For  civil,  &o.         .  -  -      3,450,000 

Fer  naval  -  .  -  .      5,445,000 

The^e  figures  show  how  handsomely,  in  the  opi. 

nionoftbe  Secrstary,  the   work  of  retrenchment 

.  may  |;o  on  in  ths  civil  and  naval  deparimenis;  but 


it  has  taken  him  fuil  four  years  to  make  ih's  dis- 
covery. 

But,  seeing  this  great  saving  of  reveral  millions- 
in  the  total  amounts  proposed  for  1841,  compared 
Vflth  the  expenditures  cf  the  last  and  previous 
years,  the  inquiry  naturally  arose,  bow  is  all  thii-l 
Is  the  ccnolry  less  broad  and  extensive  than  it  was? 
Are  not  its  iniecest-s  as  various  and  as  vast?  Do 
not  our  limits  extend  as  far  in  the  direction  of  the 
Restock,  and  in  the  direction  of  ihe  Red  river  and 
the  Arkansas  as  formerly?  Is  not  the  Briton  still 
ononr  Northern  border,  and'the  Indian  still  on 
onrWeislern  border!  Is  not  the  Seminole  Hill  in 
Florida?  ~  Are  not  the  seas  and  ocean:s  over  which 
our  commerce  spreads  itself  as  wiJe  as  ever!  Has 
the  civil  list  been  cut  down?  Does  not  our  army 
number  as  before?  Have  we  fewer  ships  and  men 
to  keep  afloat  than  formeil}?  Nothiug  ofthe  sort 
that  I  can  fiijd. 

But  the  Secretary  does  tell  us  thathe  has  himself, 
in  his  own  Department,  commenced  some  retrench- 
ment. Out  of  sixteen  hundred  officers  in  the  cus- 
tom-house departmcni,  he  has  dispensed  with  the 
seivices  of  afew  subordinate.'-;  be  has  reformed  the 
rtvenue  cutter  service;  and  he  has  knocked  out  an 
eye  or  two  among  ihe  light-houses — all  very  bene- 
,  ficial  10  commerce,  no  doubt;  but  he  certainly  has 
not  saved  by  all  this  those  millions  which  his  di- 
minished estimates  would  indicate.  No;  but  the.-e 
millions— Ihey  are  saved,  lo  be  sure,  in  another  • 
waji;  and  here  we  have  the  secret. 

The  Secretary  says  in  his  report,  (and  the  Presi- 
dent echoes  the  joylnl  sound:) 

"(t  is  believed  itiai  the  OTuinary  rxpensea  ot  15^11  ought  to 
falls-jme  m/Wons  below  thiwe  in  1S40:  aa  ihe  punsioiw  have 
dimmisbeil  by  deaths;  fewer  ImliaaB  remain  to  be  removed, 
several  ex|>en(jive  public  tiuildings  have  been  niofltly  finished; 
and  hostiliiiea  with  the  ScminolcH  must  be  ncarei- to  a  close,'* 

Weil,  sir,  observe  that  all  this  is  propstec)  as  re- 
ducing the  estimates  for  1841 — this  prestnt  ble>scd 
year — and  as  reducing  the  amount  s(»ne  millions. 
,Was  the  Secretary  dreaming?  Compaie  the  f  sii- 
mates  for  1841  with  those  fur  1810,  and  lojk  at 
facts.  How  much  speculation  does  the  Secretary 
make  ont  of  the  deaths  of  pensioners?  He  proposes 
an  appropriation  for  this  year  lets  than  that  of  the 
last  by  $350,000.  But  will  death  relieve  htm  to 
that  amount?  No;  what  with  old  appropriations 
siandiogover,  added  to  the  new,  and  to  be  applied 
to  pensions,  the  saving,  I  apprehend,  will  not  equal 
one  half  of  that  sum. 

In  the  Indian  Deparlraenl,  very  large  rums  are 
standing  over  to  (all  on  the  Trea.sury  in  1841,  and 
ihe  new  appropriations  proposed  for  the  present 
year  are  scarcely  $30,000  less  than  those  of  the 
preceding  year.  I  venture  to  say  the  actual  ex. 
penditure  will  he  greater  in  this  department  this 
year  than  last. 

As  for  the  public  buildings,  the  great  saving  in 
this  quarter -is  soon  toU.  The  custom-house  in 
New  York  if  supposed  to  be  out  of  the  way.  There 
was  appropriated  19  thisbuilding  last  year  $118,743. 
To  three  public  buildings  in  ih's  city  last  year 
$330,000  ware  appropriated.  I  under.stand  that  the 
esUaiaies  of  the  architect  tho  present  year,  lor  all 
buildings  in  this  city,  amount  to  $400,lJ00.  We 
shall  find  no  saving  here  going  very  far  towards 
makins;  op  ths  Seorelary'd  "some  million)." 

And,  finally,  as  to  the  last  paiticular  named  by 
the  Secielaiy,  under  which  tteis  "jome  millioub" 
was  to  be  sared,  namely,  thai  "ho?lilitie«  wiih  the 
Seminoles  must  be  n<arcr  to  an  e.id."  Well,  Mr. 
Chairman,  1  should  have  great  dcubl  of  lae  fact  of 
this  war  being  neater  to  an  end  thiia  when  it  Sr^it 
began,  if  1  d:d  not  recollect  that  this  Administra- 
tion is  nearer  lo  an  end.  But  we  are  tu  have  a 
great  !!avi!ig  in  1S41,  not  because  this  war  is  ac- 
tually to  an  end  in  1841 — I  hupe  it  may— but  be. 
cause, in  1841,  the  uar  mu:?t  be  tieanr  loan  en(/ 
than  in  1840 !  That,  sir,  is  cipheriug  and  logic 
worthy  of  ibe  Secteiaiy. 

But,  really,  to  talk  of  expendituies  on  account 
of  this  Florida  busines  being  less  this  year  than 
last,  is  mockery,  or  something  wor,se.  With  out- 
standing  indebtedness  on  account  of  volunteers  and 
militia  to  the  amount  probably  of  $300,000,  Ihe 
Paymaster  General  declaring  that  no  provisioa  has 
been  made  for  paying  these  Ircops,  and  that  Ihey 
have  not  been  paid;  with  the  ciuariermaster  Ge- 
neral urgently  demanding,  more  than  stx  wetkt 


ago,  $400,000,  as  a  partial  appropriation,  to  an- 
swer immediate  and  pressing  necessities  in  this  ser- 
vice; with  the  war  still  going  on;  and  3,000  volun- 
teers and  militia  in  the  field,  and  lo  remain  in  the 
field,  as  Mr.  Poinsett  shows  in  his  reporl;  with 
these  facts  all  before  the  Secretary  at  the  time,  it  is 
amaz'ng  how  he  should  have  brought  bis  courage 
up  to  speak  of  a  saving  to  ibe  Treasury  in  1841  in 
reference  to  this  servic:.  Last  year;  $300,000  was 
all  that  was  appropriated  for  this  service,  ihe  of- 
ficer making  the  ei'timals  having  been  required— 
ordered — to  cut  it  down  to  that  >um;  ibis  year,  un- 
less this  Administration  mean  now  lo  abandon  the 
who'e  concern,  the  Treasury  must  bear,  cot  only 
the  burden  of  the  current  service,  but  the  greater 
part  of  that  of  Ihe  last  year  also)  and  yet  the  Se- 
cretary is  not  afraid  to  talk  to  us  of  a  great  saving 
to  b:  made  in  this  quarter!* 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  nothing  in  all  the  official 
acquaintauce  we  nave  had  wilb  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  calculated  lo  inspire  very  implicit 
.confidence  in  his  accuracy.  *Tbe  last  year  his 
mark  for  new  and  permanent  appropriations  was 
$30,000,000;  and  he  told  us  he  thought  the  expen- 
ditures would  be  within  that  turn.  With  all  the 
efforts  of  all  the  paity  to  "keep  the  appropriations 
within  the  estimates,"  about  which  so  much  was 
said  or  sung,  they  found  it  necessary  to  swell  the 
api^ropriation  to  $33,686,037,  and  the  actual  ex- 
penditures of  the  year  have  not  fallen  much,  if  any, 
.short of  $34,000,000.  Mr.  Woodbury  is  not  nearer 
the  true  m«ik  now  than  be  was  then.  He  pays  lo 
t'le  next  President  the  equirocil  compliment  of 
!.uppo.<iog  that,  in  hii  hands,  the  same  Government 
can  be  administered  this  year,  with  the  same  pub- 
lic service,  for  nineteen  and  a  quarter  millions, 
which  has  cost  the  country,  under  the  present 
Chief  Magisirate,  the  pa<l  year,  iweiity-four,  and 
in  previous  years  twenty-five  and  thirly-one  and  a 
half  millions.  Give  the  next  President  time  to 
make  reforms,  in  such  manner  that  the  public  ser* 
vice  shall  not  suffer,  and  then  it  may  be  reasonable 
enough  to  expect  retrenchment. 

Bui,  sir,  the  omissions  and  deficienets  of  tbe  Se. 
crciary's  eitimates  for  1841  are  gross  and  glaring. 
He  attempts  to  cover  with  a  general  sum,  Mded  to 
his  "tables"  of  estimates,  some  of  these  omissions. 
With  this  general  sum  added,  however,  tbe  whole 
estimate  reaches  only  to  $19,350,000,  which  is 
four  millions  and  a  half  less  than  the  expenditures 
for  Ihe  ."ame  object':  the  ptist  y«ar,  as  we  have 
seen.  His  "tables"  coniaiu  nothing  for  piivate 
claims  to  be  allowed  by  Congress,  which  may 
amomit  to  a  million;  (lothing  for  the  Florida  war, 
when  two  millions  may  be  required;  a  very  iaade- 
quale  sum  for  tbe  war  steamers  and  fKgates  neces- 
sary to  be  completed  or  put  in  progress  the  present 
year;  nothing  for  navy  pensions,  when  $150,000 
was  wanted;  nothing  fnr  public  buildings  in  this 
city,  for  which  $400,000  is.  required;  nothing  to 
pay  large  sums  due,  I  suppose  iocontestabiy,  to 
Maine,  and  to  Georgia,  and  to  some  other  Slates; 
nothing  for  the  survey  of  the  Northeastern  boun- 
dary  line;  nothing  to  pay  for  the  sites  of  marine 
hospitals  on  the  Western  waters,  or  for  the  bog. 
pitals  themselves;  nothing  for  tbe  President's  Hon<^, 


■  A  teller  from  ihe  Secretary  of  War  lo  the  chairman  of  Ibe 
Commiiiee  of  Ways  and  Means,  dated  December  17,  ISIO,  one 
liionlh  before  ihii  debate  began,  transmitting*  estlmalM of  ap- 
piOfiriations  for  tbe  continuance  of  liie  Florida  war,"  wae 
finally,  on  the  2l8t  January,  1S4I,  after  liavine;  been  rclerred  to 
by  Mr.  Evans,  a  member  of  the  committee,  disclosed  and  laitl 
before  the  Itou.'^o.  It  must  be  observed  tha',  in  the  estimates 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  IS4I,  mlopted  as  ^orrect 
by  ilie  chairman  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  tiis  speech  of  the 
ISth  ()fj.iniiary.  not  one  dollar  is  asked  for.  or  proposed,  fori  ho 
Khirida  war.  The  Secretary  of  War,  in  his  letter,  shows  that 
appropriations  for  this  ecrvice,  partly  for  arrears,  to  iho 
amount  of  a2.3&5,329  75,  are  indispenttiblc.  Thia  is  one  sin- 
gle item  to  bo  added  to  the  Treasury  estimates.  Here  lathe 
aura  of  this  account:  . 
EMmatea/or  the  Florida  war.  AStXtpretentedbythe  Seen 

tary  of  War. 
For  arrearages  of  pay  for  militia  and  volunteers  S2o(),630  ID 
For  pay  of  militia  and  volun'.eers  now  in  acrvicc, 

for  1841 666217  78 

ForQuarternuotar's  Department— 

Arrcarata        ■        (200,000 

For  1641  •  ^.       1,11X^000 

f'  ,-r 1,300,600  00 

For  sDbBislence  for  IJ41       -I    -*(>•  •  !B2,421  87* 

For  Medical  Department     -J  ^~->  ^~^  ■  ■     16,000  00 

ForOrdnance  Department  ....    30,000  00 

S2,3S6,32  37^ 


^8g 
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that  the  wornout  linsel  now  there  may  be  replaced 
with  faroimre,  as  it  onaht  to  be,  of  good  subsian- 
lial  American  manufacture;  and  nothing  for  luaay 
other  things  which  may  be  liJtely  lo  find  tlieir  way 
into  the  appropriaticn!!.  I  greatly  distrust  these 
"tabiea"  of  the  Scctetary,  especially  under  ihe 
head  of  "miliary."  His  estimates  lur  1841  are 
^  SUO.OOO  Duder  ihic  beadj  kst  year  they  were 
{ld,3UO,U00;  and  the  actual  sipeadiiures  have  been 
111,600.000. 

But  the  poiot  of  greatest  error  and  fallacy  in  his 
M!iinate8  is  siill  bebmd.  In  a  veiy  obscure  and  in- 
volved paragraph  of  hia  report,  he  does  refer  to  the 
matter  to  nhich  1  now  aUude.  He  admits  that  "a 
l^ater  proportion  of  the  oulstaodiog  appropriations 
at  Ihe  end  of  1840  may  be  expended  in  1341  than 
will  be  left  unexpended  o(  the  new  charges  im- 
posed." This  requires  elucidation;  as  what  does 
not  in  this  repoitl  Nor  dees  the  Secretary  gire  to 
the  fact  at  which  he  here  alms  the  forct  and  effect 
which  belong  to  it.    I  will  explain. 

On  the  first  of  J|^Duary  in  erery  year,  it  is  found 
that  large  sums  cat  of  the  appropriations  of  the 

Preceding  year,  have  not  yet  been  drawn  from  the 
Veasary.  In  the  first  place,  lar^e  amounts  bnve 
been  earned,  and  the  money  is  due,  but  it  has  not 
yet  been  called  for;  and  then  other  large  amounts 
under  these  old  appropriations  have  not  yet  been 
ea'ned,  but  ihey  will  be  in  due  lime,  and  the  money 
called  for.  In  bt/t.i  cases,  and  foi  bclb  amounts, 
Ihtae  sums  fall  on  the  Treasury  maioly  m  the  year 
foilowitag  that  in  wb>t.h  the  appropriations  are 
made.  This  year  the  amounts  thus  standing  over, 
under  old  appropriaiio'us,  and  wbich'wiil  fall  as  a 
Charge  on  the  Trt asary  iniheje.-ir  1841,  are  esti- 
mated by  the  Departments,  &»  we  learn  from  the 
Secretary,  at  $10,411,057.  Tti^  as  1  have  said, 
becomes  a  charge  on  tne  Treasury  in  1841^  and 
oaghi  to  be  so  slated,  and  mu'st  be  in  any  accurate 
account  of  the  burdens  which  the  Tieasury  may 
-Jiare  to  sustain  within  the  year.  This  important 
item,  however,  being  included  in  such  an  account, 
there  sboald,  of  course,  be  deducted  from  the  sum 
of  Ihe  new  appropriations  for  Ihe  year,  so  much  out 
of  these  appropriations  as  it  may  be  estimated  will 
be  found  standing  over  at  the  close  of  ihe  year,  and 
which  will  not,  therefore,  be  a  charge  on  the  Trea- 
Eurr  within  the  year.  This  course  I  have  taken  in 
an  estimate  for  the  year  which  I  have  made,  and 
which  I  will  soon  present  to  the  committee. 

The  Secretary  says:  "These  two  items" — by 
wbisb,  I  snppo.-',  he  means  lhe^e  balances  of  ap- 
propriations sanding  over  from  year  to  year — "are 
usually  computed  to  equal  csch  other."  I  am  of 
opinion  that  these  balances  of  1840  and  18^1  will 
be  found  lo  be  very  far  from  (quailing  each  other. 

In  the  first  place,  I  am  not  saiisficd  that  the  Se- 
cretary has  got  the  amount  standing  over  from 
1840  high  enough.  He  lakes  the  sums  as  they  are 
estimated  and  given  him  by  the  Departmeotf,  and 
these  ate  not  always  to  be  depended  on.  In  his  re- 
pert  of  last  year,  the  Secretary  himself  said  ihe-.e 
estimates  were  not  high  enough  then  by  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  He  had  quite  a.<i  much  reason  to 
doubt  their  accuracy  now.  In  looking  into  the  re- 
ports fjom  fcome  ot  tuese  D.-pariments,  I  find  very 
large  sums  shown  to  have  tsen  standins  over  so 
Jat«  as  the  1st  of  October  last — In  some  eaar.s  enor- 
mously large.  For  example,  in  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment alone,  $3,000,000  were  standio?  over,  while 
at  the  »ame  time  there  was  about  $3,325,000  in  the 
hands  of  disbursing  agents  yet  unexpended.  I  doubt 
if  there  be  a  cent  le^s  than  $3,500,000  under  this 
head  alooe,  reserved  to  fail  on  the  Treastury  in  the 
preAnt  year.  Up»-ards  of  $700,000  for  taking  the 
sixth  centus  in  1840  remains  to  b^  paid  ia  1841. 
0;her  examples  might  be  given. 

A  very  dcctdcd  eficet  in  throwing  over  charges 
from  the  last  y«ar  to  the  prereni,  in  a  way  alto- 
e^ther  new,  has  been  produced  by  p(s  poning  the 
ap;licRiion  of  appropriations  made  for  certain 
works  and  object.-,  under  the  autkority  given  lo  the 
Pres  dent  in  some  of  the  appropriation  billi, 
"Whmevirmay  be  (he  President'^  undeistanding 
abont  the  fact,  certain  it  is  that  several  of  the  prin- 
cip«l  tificers  testify  po8ilively  in  their  reports  lo 
Ihefe  pos'ponements.  Tbi»,  added  lo  the  fact  of 
tl)e  very  late  |eriod  at  which  the  principal  appro- 
ptiaticn!  bills  wtxe  paised  at  iha  last  session,  ren- 


dered nnasualiy  Ur^e  sauio  unavailable  within  the 
year.  Thus  Col.  Ta!co:t,  of  th«  Ocduance  De- 
panmer.t,  sa3E: 

"Tlie  ipprepriationi  for  1840  were  made  by  Congreu  at  «o 
lalea  periixl  r20'hjuly)iliaivery  lewofihe  objecu auttiori»d 
cuuld  beefiecicdduring  itie  year;  moreover,  the  reeirictiostj  nf 
Ihe  third  section  of  the  appropriation  law  having  l)een  applied 
to  a  targe  portion  of  the  funds  ol' thif  Department,  (viz  85iO,- 
452  31,)  the  balances  semaining  tn  the  Treasury  on  the  30tb  of 
September  last  were,  coiiMqvienily,  very  large,  and  far  beyond 
the  u«uat  amouniB." 

So  the  Chief  Eocincr,  Colonel  Toticn  siys: 
"The  appropriatione  of  the  laot  Congress  applicable  to  these 
objects  [in  his-  Department]  were  not  made  till  the  middle  of 
July;  and,  when  made,  the  etate  of  the  Treasury  attached  re. 
elrieiione,  Itating  Ihe  grant)  intangible  for  the  rest  of  the 
year." 

It  ia  evident  that  ihssa  balances  of  Bf  propriations 
standing  over  must  always  be  greater  in  those  years 
when  the  bilh  ate  passed  at  the  close  of  a  leng  ses- 
sion of  Congress  than  in  those  yeari  when  the  bills 
are  of  necel^sity  parsed  early,  as  in  .the  short  ste- 
siODS.  It  most  now  be  evident,  also,  from  Ibe  con- 
siderations ju^t  presented,  that  the  difference  in 
ihpse  balances  between  the  year  1640  and  Ihe  year 
1841  must  be  una.°ually  sreat.  •  It  is  but  too  appa- 
rent, moreover,  to  my  mind,  and  so  the  fact,  I  have 
no  doubr,  will  turn  out,  that  there  have  t^een  other 
pottponrmenis  than  those  ibat  have  taken  place 
under  color  of  law.  The  first  obj>!ct,  and  one 
pursued  very  as'siduou^ly,  has  been  lo  avoid  de- 
mands on  the  Treasury  by  avoiding  and  refusing 
appropriations,  eves  when  it  was  positively  known 
-  that  indebtedness  must  be  incurred,  ai  in  the  case 
of  the  Florida  wai;  and  then  it  has  been  made  a 
point,  by  every  possible  delay,  and  every  possible 
device,  where  appropriations  have  been  made,  to 
avoid  and  postpone  expenditures.  For  all  this; 
the  Treast!iry  must  groan  and  sweat  in  the  year 
1841. 

So  much  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  the  Secreta- 
ry's estimates  of  expenditures  in  '1841,  which  are 
bliogeiher  loo  low;  and  now  for  his  estimates  of  re- 
venue and  receipts  in  the  same  year,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  are  altogether  too  high. 

On  this  latter  score — the  estimating  of  receipts — 
the  Secretary  has  not  certainly  heretofore  been  very 
happy  in  his  "probabilities  of  a  conjecinrs."  I  am 
indebted  to  a  friend  who  sits  near  me,  [Mr.  Eve- 
rett of  Vermont,]  for  the  fact,  that,  in  the  whole 
six  years  of  Mr.  Woodbnry's  administration  of  the 
finances,  his  annual  guesses  at  in-coming  revenue, 
taken  altcgetber,  have  been  just  accord  ng  to  the 
result — wanting  only  the  ttilling  sum  of  4ixfy  two 
mlUiona  »/  ileKari. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, he  confidently  expected  to  realize  from  cus- 
toms $15,000,000,  in .  1840;  he  ha«  got  about 
$13,500,000.  Tiiis  year  he  expects  $19,000,000 
ficrni  the  same  sourc-;  1  do  not  believe  be  will  get 
$15,000,000,  though  in  ray  calculations  for  the  year 
I  allow  $16,000,000. 

It  seems  to  be  supposed  by  the  Secretary,  as  well 
certainly  as  by  some  others,  ihal  business  and 
prosperity  will  greatly  revive  after  the  late  depres- 
sion; and  that,  therffore,  there  will  be  a  great  in- 
crease in  Ihe  iinpoiiis.  1  do  nut  think  this  follows. 
Confidence  will,  no  doubt,  to  some  gord  extent, 
com:  in  with  the'new  Administration,  and  business 
will  begin  to  be  more  active.  But  there  can  be  no 
full  prosperity  in  Ibis  wide  country,  so  long  as  ex- 
changes centinne  to  be  deranged,  nnd  the  cnr- 
rency  remain*  unregulated.  Intelligent  busine.>s 
men  know  this,  and  importers  as  well  as  others. 
That  there  may  be  some  effort  and  seme  active 
corapeliiion,  in  the  early  part  cf  this  year,  to  sup- 
ply ihe  suppos-ed  deficiency  in  the  importations  of 
the  la.t  year,  is  lo  be  expect-:d.  With  tnis  view, 
no  doubt,  in.  porta  on  foreign  account  may  for  a 
whle  ctme  in  pretty  actively.  But  there  are 
causes,  I  think,  lo  check  any  great  excess  of 
imports. 

In  the  first  place,  I  cai»not  learn  th«t  there  really 
is  any  scarcity  or  deficiency  of  foreign  goods. 
There  is  no  exiraor  inary  demand  in  any  quarter, 
The  country  was  satisfied  with  what  it  got  lail 
year,  and  it  will  be  satt!>fied  this  year  with  about 
the  same  amount  of  foreign  article;.  The  first 
effect  of  ft  very  fall  supply  will  be  lo  knock  down 
prices.  The  country  has  learned  some  moderation; 
and  that,  for  a  while  at  least,  will  stand  in  the 
way  of  excessive  importations. 


Again.  In  1&39,  there  were  excessive injwia. 
lions,  running  up  to  one  hnndired  aitd  sixij-tvo 
million?;  and  list  year  it  was  afavotitentAitaof 
the  Secretary  that  "fubscqucnt  lo  a  large  ji^oita. 
tion  and  a  fall  of  prices  in  articles  expettej,  at  is 
1839,  the  amount  of  imports  often  dcetioei  fa  ate 
or  two  years.  Alter  1825  it  deelibed  (he  «ay«) 
nnia'erruptedly  for  six  years."  He  seemi  ao» 
to  have  gi.  tten  over  this  notion  entirely. 

In  his  report  of  last  year,  too,  the  SeereoiT  re- 
marked T>n  the  (fifect  of  a  restri<^*d  dmluioi, 
which  existed  then  and  exist?  now, -and  mast ««• 
linue  to  exist.  And  he  declared  that  "iota  a  di- 
Biinution  in  the  imports  bad  already  commeoeed, 
and  wss  confidently  expected  Co  contiane  fw  aoiie 
time."  The  f/ici  of  a  resif  icled  carrcDey,  wHk  the 
deranged  state  of  th;  exdianges,  mot  haw  A; 
effect  to  limit  imporiations.  And  this  jaanakof 
things  which  cannot  be  cured  until  Ibe  8iib.IVei. 
Eury  shall  be  removed,  and  (he  conotry  tt^hue 
time  to  rcot<v«r  from  it?  unhappy  effects. 

Another  important  agent  in  liiaiiing  tapn  is 
our  foreign  indebtedness.  This  was  s(na(iy  ia> 
sisted  upon  a  year  ago,  both  by  the  SecRaa;  inil 
the  President.  Twelve  million^  of  exprnkiiete. 
qniied  annually,  say  they,  to  pay  interest  ob  Ions 
abroad,  and  so  much  at  least  .of  die  expoitt  eu 
bring  ia  no  returns  of  import*. 

Tne  Sscretary  admits  that  importalins  wM  be 
aomi'what  checked  the  present  year fron  (be eoan- 
deration  that  a  very  large  amosat  of  daiies  go  aff 
under  the  compromise  act  in  1843,e<imBieiKi^  m 
January  of  that  year,  which  will  indaee  imponen 
tu  keep  back  their  goods  for  the  benefit  o{  th«  re- 
duction.   Undoubtedly  thU  will  have  its  efot 

Now,  it  is  in  the  face  of  all  these  consUentioai 
that  the  Secretary,  to  make  a  good  Aov  of  aens 
in  the  Treasury,  ventures  to  anticipate,  nataairiy 
a  modeiate  increase  of  impoits  from  last  year, 
which  1  am  willing  to  concede,  but  absolile^a 
most  extravagant  and  excessive  slate  of  the  iia- 
port  trade.  For,  observe,  Mr.  Chairman,  ia  v*a 
to  get  bis  $19,000,000  of  dotie!>,  he  mnst  ceBpaD 
the  imports  at  about  $158,000,000.  Thais  widiii 
four  millions  of  the  great  excess  of  imfOfls  ia 
1839,  which  was  the  year  of  largest  imptatitiGB! 
the  country  has  ever  seen  by  very  far,  exeeptOK, 
the  year  1836 !  And  this  is  not  all,  sir, te  while 
the  Secretary  would  make  us  believe  ihuveait 
to  be  supplied  with  foreign  goods  ia  1841,  fiwl- 
ing  in  vilne  to  $158,000,000,  which  he  dees  aot 
seem  to  regard  as  at  all  excessive,  yet  «hci  ii 
another  part  of  his  report  he  comes  to  tiSkit  Ste 
prospects  ahead,  and  to  recommend  ecoDoa^  or 
something  else,  why  then  he  diccoveis  thai,lB  At 
very  next  year,  1842,  it  would  not  be  safe  to  tneet 
that  the  imports  would  exceedthose  of  18^  iaA 
what  were  the  imports  of  1838?  Leas  thu 
$1 14,000,000 !  What  a  happy  and  asoveSn  eoe- 
■  stency ! 

pJMr.  Chairman,  if  the  value  of  imponsialMl 
shall  come  up  to  about  $133,000,000,  whiek  b/bU 
$28,000,000  more  than  last  year,  ws  4«tf  <»*« 
$16,000,000  cf  duties  ovtof  tfaem.asI^^idMte. 
I  do  not  believe  the  imports  will  cowff  l).tta(; 
and  if  we  get  fouttei-n  or  fifteen  mmtff^boa 
customs,  it  i.  as  much  as  I  expect  tosft,pgililSil 
after  dran^  backs  and  bounties  are  ijlcea.iNti,  But 
in  my  eitimaiee  I  shall  take  the  sum  of  flfi^lttlyOOO, 
t!  at  I  may  not  l-c  fonn.l  below  the  mark;.  ^^ 

I  am  now  prepared,  Mr.  Chairman  .ID  dBs^ 
my  estimates  for  the  year,  only  remadiiaKiiMI,'** 
stead  of  beginning,  as  the  Secretary  doe^s,  i^ai 
available  balince  in  the  Treasnry,  I  am.faiw»t  tn 
set  down  a  laige  balance  against  it. 
£9ltmiKe  of  charges  inMch  loiU  fall  en  tke,  Tnama» 
Utt year  I8il  for  ordinary  jmrpaus,  btU  mifllf 
charges  on  account  offundtii  debt,  and  tit  nta^ 
tion  oj  Tteasuiy  notes. 
On  the  1st  of  January,  1841,  the  teff^WJH^  "^ 
Treasury  notes  outstanding  was       .  ^jBOjCiO 
The  whole  of  this  snni  will  be  redeem- 
able in  1841,  but  it  is  computed  that        f 
$500,000  of  ilie  amount  may  not 
come  in  within  ihe  yea^  whii^  d«> 
duct  .  .  .     .      »      ,-- ^- 

Diaitized  bv  CjOOO'  fl^UiyNe 
For  interest  payable  on  the  amoiut  ta> '    ** 


Jan.  1S41. 
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Treasury  Note  Bill— Mr.  Barnard. 


H.  oflLbps. 


be  redtemed,  add 


There  w»s  available  in  the  Treasury 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1841,  accord- 
ing to  the  Seeraiary,  ttiough  it  is  now 
understood  that  the  amount  is  mncb 
ks?,  ihe  sum  of  (^1,590,855,  which 
deduct         .... 


200,U0O . 
$4,350,000 


1,590.855 


LeaTinp  as  a  charge  in  the  Treasury  in 
1841,  on  account  of  Treasury  Holes 
ouistanding  on  the  1st  of  January, 
over  and  above  any  balance  in  the 
Treasury,  this  earn  .  .  .  J3,759,145 

To  this  sum  of  #3,759,145  is  to  be 
added  ihe  balances  of  appropriations 
made  in  1840,  and  previously,  stand- 
ing over  on  the  lat  January,  1841, 
and  which  will  be  a  charge  on  the 
Tteasury  within-  Ihe  year  1841, 
amountiBg  to,  though  I  suppose  this 
sam  is  not  enough  by  $3,003,000     .  10,411,037 

Making  together  .  (13,170,173 

Thus  we  have  $13,1.70,173  chargeable 
on  the  Treasury  in  1841,  before 
making  any  new  appropriations  what- 
ever for  that  year.  Aad  to  this  is 
now  to  be  added  the  amount  of  new 
and  permanent  appropriations  to  the 
extent  to  which  they  will  become  a. 
charge  on  the  Treasury  within  the 
yea 

The  «i  imates  of  the  Secretary  for  new 
acd  permanent  appropriations  and 
forpuolicdebtamonnt  to  $19,399,300 

To  this  I  add  for  all  errors 
and  omissions,  the  parti-  . 
calars  of  which  I  have 
before  explained,  sa  the 
least  sum  .  .    3,000,000 


Making    the  estimates  for 

the  year  .  .  $33,399,300 

But  out  of  this  sum  is  to 

be  deducted  so  much  as 

may  remain,  not  called 

for  and  standing  over  at 

the  close  of  1841,  which 

I  compute  at      .  .    8,000,000 


Leaving  of  new  and  perma- 
nent appfopriaiiunj  for 
1841,  which  will  TaTas  a 
charge  oa  the  Treasury 
within  the  year  . 


$14,399,200 


Making   Ihe   sum '  chargtable !  on  the 
Treasury    in  1841  for  the  pur(0ies 


above  named 


$37,569.372 


$30,043,613 
.  27,569,373 

.  $7.526.754 


Availables  In  all  fur  the  year   . 
Charges  on  tbfcTreasury 

Deficit  for  the  year      .  .  

Here,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  my  "conjecture" 
in  regard  to  the  state  and  prospects  of  the  Treasury 
for  the  present  year.  The  commiuee  will  jadge 
what  reliance  is  to  be  placid  iipon  it.  I  have  given 
them  ttw  giooBds  on  which  I  have  proceeded  in 


Estimate  ofrevmue  and  receipts  which  vritl  come  into 
Ike  TVeatury  and  be  availahle  in  the  year  1841  un- 
der existing  laws,  and  gftoioing  the  deficit. 
Prom  customs .  .  .  $16,000,000 

From    lands,  probably    loo    high    by 

$500,000  at  least      .  .  •    3,500,000 

Miscellaneous ....         80,000 
Banks,  balance  .  .  .      230,000 

Treasory  notes,  which,' under  the  act  of 
Mar^h,  1840,  may  yet  be  isiued, 
amonntmaybe       .  $343,618 

But  of  this  amount  there 
will  be  returned  and  re- 
deemed within  ibe  year 
at  least   .  .  .       100,000 

f$243,6I8 


mnkiDg  these  calculations.  Let  them  be  impeached 
if  they  can  be.  I  do  not  mean  to  claim  for  them 
an;  sort  of  infallibility.  I  have  ma<1e  the  best  use 
of  Ihe  materials  I  bad,  and  have  endeavored  to 
come  to  honest  and  jast  results.  I  may  have  fallen 
into  errors;  bat  this  I  will  say,  that  if  the  Secretary 
and  his  friends  ara  willing  tu  abide  by  his  esiimatss 
for  the  year,  I  am  willing  to  abiiie  by  mine,  and 
we  will  see  whose  "conjecture"  will  turn  -out  to  be 
nearest  the  truth. 

I  have  nov,  Mr.  Chairman,  one  impeachment 
more,  and  only  one,  to  offer,-of  the  accuiacy  of 
the  financial  statements  of  the  Secretary  and  the 
President.-  "This,"  says  the  President,  "is  tha 
only  Government  which,  having  fully  and  faith- 
fully paid  all  its  creditors,  has  also  relUved  itse^ 
entirtljfrom  debt."  The  only  shadow  of  exception 
to  this  sweeping  declarafion  which  I  can  find, 
either  in  the  Message  or  Report,  relates  to  Treasu- 
ry notes  outstandini;,  and  to  "an  obligation  entered 
into  in  behalf  of  the  District  of  Columbia;"  .and 
both  these  items  are  readily  disposed  of.  As  to  the 
four  and  a  half  millions  of  Treasury  notes  out- 
standing, they  are  to  be  redeemed  in  1641,  out  of 
"current  revenue."  Tho  statemems  I  have  sub- 
mitted, as  well  as  the  very  bill  now  before  us  for  a 
new  issue  of  notes,  show  what  chance  there  is  of 
that.  And  as  to  the  "obligation  in  behalf  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,"  why,  that  obligation  "must 
soon  be  discharged" — as  if  the  debt  was  to  be  paid 
by  the  District  of  Colombia,  and  that  would  re- 
lieve this  Govern ment  from  the  "obligation."  I 
will  only  say,  sir,  that,  as  I  understand  this  matter, 
this  debt  is  ours,  and  not  that  of  the  corporate  cities 
of  this  District.  It  has  been  (!i:<tinctly  assumed  by 
this  Government,  upon  a  good  consideration  pass- 
ing between  the  parties,  and  these  cities  have  no- 
thing furiber  to  do  with  i'. 

But  the  President  thinks  himself  justified  in  de- 
claring, on  the  whole,  that  this  Government  has 
"relieved  itself  entirely  from  debt."  I  am  not  able 
to  flatter  myself  so  much  in  regard  to  this  item  in 
onr  financial  condition,  as  the  ominous  statements 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  will  now  presenr, 
may  serve  to  show. 

Slalemtnt  of  the  puitie  dtbt,  regeried  as  ascertained 
and  certain,  existing  on  the  ts(  January,  1841, 
thnigh  the  amounts  mai;  not  be  extel. 
Treasury  notes  outstanding      .    -        .  $4,650,000 
Interest  which  will  have  accrued  on 

them  ....      350.000 

Remains  of  old  funded  and  certificate 

debt  .  .  .  .  .       335,000 

Debts  of  ths  cities  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, assumed  by  the  Government, 
without  interest        .  .  .    1,500,000 

Amounts  required  to  be  invited  for  Ic*  ' 

diaas  and  Indian  tribes,  at  least       .    3,580,000 
Principal  sums  payable  to  Indicns,  pro- 
bably ....    1,000.000 
Amount  required  by  law  to  make  good 

the  d.ficit  in  the  Navy  Pension  Fund,  1,300,000 
Annuities  to  Indians,  (supposed  (o  be 
$600,000,)  part  payable  in  perpetuity 
and  part  lor  terms  of  years;  -the  pw- 
ehaae  or  value  of  the  wholu  not  less 
than  ....    5,000,000 


Makin;;,  of  actual  debt,  it  is  believed, 
not  Us3  than  ...  $16,515,00 

To,  this  is  to  be  added  probable 
-amonnta  of  indebtedness  and  liabilities 
growing  out  of  past  tran<>aotions,  as  fol- 
lows: 

For  cUim:  growing  out  of  Indian  af- 
fairs   and    relations,    allowed,    and 
which  will  be-  allowed  in  the  Depart- 
ments or  by  accounting  officers,  pro- 
bably     .  .  .  $2,000,000 
For  claims  growing  out  of 
the  Florida  war,  &c.  and 
which  must  be  allowed 
by  Congress,  probably    .    3,000  000 
Due  from  the  Government 
on  acconnt  of  trust  funds, 
other  than  Indian,  pro- 
bably     .           .  .       500,000 
The  fourth  instalment  un- 
der the  deposite  act  of 


1836  claimed  by  the 
Slates  . 
There  are  claims  of  Ame- 
rican citizens  for  French 
spoliations  on  our  com- 
merce previous  to  180U, 
quite  likely  to  be  allowed 
by  Congress,  ts  . 


9,000,000 


5.000,000 
19,5«0,000 


So  that  the  whole  amount  of  indebted- 
ness and  liabilities,  on  acconnt  of  past 
transactions,  was,  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 184 1,  probably  not  less  than      $36,015,000 

I  have  only  a  word  or  two  of  remark  to  offer 
with  this  statement.  In  the  account  of  actual' and 
ascertained  debt,  I  put  down  $5  000,000  is  the 
value  or  purchase  of  the  'annuities  to  Indians. 
When  looking  at  these  annuities  as  a  debt,  that 
debt  can  only  be  stated  in  a  principal  sum.  I  have 
not  myself  made  a  compulation  of  the  value  of 
these  annuities— a  thing  easily  done,  according  to 
well  established  rules  and  principles;  but  I  am  in- 
formed by  others,  who  have  looked  more  dot ely 
into  the  subject,  that  their  value  is  much  greater 
than  I  have  supposed.  It  is  probably  eight  or  ten 
millions.  I  do  not  say,  of  course,  that  this  princi- 
pal sum  is  ever  to  be  paid;  but  there  can  be  no  just 
computilion  ef  ^ow  much  the  country  owes,  with- 
out stating  this  item,  and  slating  it  in  this  way. 
Tne  same  general  remark  applies  to  the  item  of 
sums  required  by  law  to  be  invested  for  Indians,  if 
the  policy  shall  hereafter  be,  as  it  has  hitherto  bt^n, 
to  pay  an  annual  interest  on  these  sums,  instead  of 
investing  ihem.  It  is  not  likely,  however,  that  the 
positive  ob  igations  of  treaties  are  hereafter  to  be 
so  lightly  regarded.  The  Government  will  proba- 
bly pay  what  it  really  owes. 

In  the  account  of  general  liabilities,  which  I 
have  added  to  the  statementof  actual  and  certain 
debt,  I  do  not  mean  to  be  understood  that  any  thing 
there  is  beyond  doubt  or  cavil.  That  the  "claims'  > 
there  mentioned  exist,  and  that  the  amounts  are  not 
exaggerated,  I  confidently  believe.  Many  suppose 
the  amounts  to  be  vastly  greater.  I  believe  the 
Treasury  will  yet  groan  under  them.  The  fourth 
instalment  of  deposite  money  is  claimed  by  some 
of  the  States  at  least.  So  much,  at  any  rate,  is 
true,  that  a  law  now  exists  directing,  in  the  most 
positive  tsrnis,  this,  money  to  be  deposited  with  the 
States;  and  that  law  has  never  been  repealed,  and  ' 
it  has  never  been  executed.  Until  one  or  the  other 
thing  lakes  place,  I  can  do  no  otherwise  thaneoant 
tbfa  as  a  "liability"  of  the  Government.  In  re- 
gard to  the  last  item  in  this  account,  I  do  not  here 
tay  that  the  claims  on  acconnt  of  French  spolia- 
tions ought  to  be  allowed—l  will  give  my  opinion 
about  that  at  the  proper  time,  if  called  upon  to  do 
sv,  but  we  Know  that  ihey  have  many  advocate*, 
and  my  opinion  is,  that  it  is  quite  likely  that  this 
will  ultimately  be  acknowledged  in  Congress  as  a 
just  debt  long  due  by  the  Government,  and,  there- 
fore, to  b*  paid. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  one   statement  more  to 
present,  and  then  I  shall  have  done  with  my  notice 
of  the  remarkable  position  that'  this  Government 
has  "relijved  iiself  entirely  from  debt."    My  ob- 
ject in  this  statemeiit  is  to  make  as  near  an  ap- 
proach as  I  can  to  the  sum  of  all  the  burdens  and 
charges  which  will,  or  may  probably,  fall-on  the 
Treaiuryin  the  four  years  of  the  in   coming  Ad- 
ministration, over  and  above  all  ordinary  and  cur- 
rent expenditures.    The  items  in  this  staiement  will 
btf  snfiiciently  understood  after   the  explanations 
which  I  have  already  given.  ' 
Eslimale  of  the  prcbable  amount  (/public  debt  and  li- 
aiUUiM  growing  owl  oj  past  froimieJions,  for  which 
the  MminUtraiion  of  the  next  four  years  may  have 
to  provii-'e — being  oter  and  abme  all  current  «a»- 
pcnditures,  mz. 
Treasury  Notes  outstanding,  with  inte- 
rest on  them,  including  such  as  may 
ba  issued  before  the  4ih  of  March, 
under  tne  act  of  1840  .  .  $5,350,000 

O'd  Funded  and  Certificate  Debt,  (pro- 
bably) .  •  •  •       100,000 
Debts  of  the  Cities  in  the  District  of  O 
■  Colambia  assumed  by'theOoveia- 
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1,750,000 
S2,580,000 
1,009,000 
3,000,000 
1,800,000 
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mem,  with  loterest  . 
Amoonts  rrqdired  to  be  iaresled  for  In- 
dians and  Indian  tribes 
Pfineipal  soms  payable  to  Indians  or 
Indian  tribes 

Annnitiesio  same,  $500,000  per  year, 
four  years    . 

AmoQDt  required  to  malte  good  the  de- 
ficit  in  tlie  Navy  Pension  Fund 

Charges  which  will  lall  on  the  Treasu- 
ry in  1841,  on  account  of  liabilities 
inctirred  under  appropriations  made 
ih  1840  and  previous  years — the  mo- 
ney baviB^;  been  earned,  but  not  call- 
«d  for;  taking  the  etcess  of  snch 
charges  over  what  will  be  chargea- 
ble on  the  Treasury  in  1842,  in  the 
like  account,  nndel- appropriations  of 
1841  and  previous  years 

Claims  on  account  .of  Indian  affairs 
and  relations,  Ac.  allowed  or  to  be 
allowed  in  ibe  Departments,  or  by 
accounting  officers  . 

Claims  growing  out  of  Florida  war,  Ac. 
presented  to  Congress 

Doe  on  account  of  Trnst  Ponds  (other 
than  Indian) 

Fourth  Instalment,  under  the  deposiie 
act  of  1836   .... 

Claims  on  accoont  of  French  Spolia- 
tions on  c«mmerce   . 

To  which  is  to  be  added  a  sum  neces- 
sary to  provide  a  suitable  average  ba- 
lance in  the  Treasury 
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2,000,000 

2,000,000 
3,000,000 
500,000 
9,000,000 
5,000,000 

5,000,000 


Making  iii  all 


$40,330,000 


Mr.  Chairman,  the  views  which  I  have  prrseated 
ot  our  financial  condition  will,  if  recurred  to,  suffi- 
ciently show  the  ground  of  the  position  which  I 
now  distinctly  take.  That  position  is,  that  ten 
inilltons  of  dollars  ought  to  be  immediately  borrow. 
edfol  Iheservice  of  the  year  1841.  I  have  shown 
that  there  will,  by  my  estimates,  be  a  deficit  of 
means  to  meet  the  indispensable  engagements  of 
the  year  of  at  least  $7,500,000.  It  is  quite  as 
likely  to  be  more  as  to  be  less.  But  if  we  had  this 
sum,  still,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Treasury 
would  be  swept  clean.  N.body  will  dispute  that 
12,500,000  is  quite  as  small  a  sum  as  it  would  be 
at  all  prudent  to  depend  on  for  a  balance  ia  ih 
Treasury. 

Ten  millions,  then,  is  the  least  sum  we  ought  to 
have.  And  it  is  ibe  boanden  duty  of  this  Adminis- 
tration t»  provide  for  it.  In  the  ordinary  course  of 
things,  there  can  be  no  L^-gislature  convened  to  act 
on  this  subject,  after  this  is  disiolved,  until  next 
December.  This  Congress  is  bound,  therefore,  to 
legislate  for  the  whole  year. 

But  this  is  not  all  Ibe  duty  of  this  Congress.  It 
is  conceded  that  this  Qoveroinent  must  not  rely  on 
borrowing  for  current  support.  This  would  be 
that  creation  of  a  national  debt  in  time  of  pro- 
found peace  which  the  President  so  much  depre- 
cates. But  it  is  demonstrable,  and  slantls  confess- 
ed, tbat,  whatever  may  happen  in  1841,  the  Go- 
vernment  cauRot  pay  its  ordinary  expenses  in 
1942 — to  say  nothing  of  redeeming  Treasury  notes 
■  or  debts — with  ordinary  and  current  revenncs,  nor 
without  new  terenues  to  a  large  amount  from  new 
duties,  or  in  some  other  way.  Thi»  is  clear  enough, 
from  the  Secretary's  oivn  view  of  the  case.  Du- 
ties are  to  fall  oft'  in  Ja.iuary  and  Juiy,  1842,  to 
the  amount  of  $5,000,000;  and  the  whole  income 
from  cusuim=!,  hs  sjy.s,  will  not  then  exceed  ten  or 
eleven  millions.  Now,  if  we  are  to  wait  till  the 
session  of  Congress  in  1848,  be.'ore  any  new  pro- 
TJs  on  fur  revenue  shall  be  adopted,  is  it  liot  posi- 
tively certain  that  we  must  live  in  1842,  to  a  con- 
siderable extant,  by  borrowingt  Com'iierce  ought 
to  have,  and  must  have,  several  months'  notice  be- 
fore new  duties  are  made  to  operate;  and  the  only 
way  in  which  the  revenue  from  customs  can  be 
materially  increased  in  1842  is  to  amend  the  duties 
acts  at  the  present  session.  So  says  Mr.  Woodbu- 
ry, who  tells  us  he  has  digested  a  plan  for  this  pur- 
pose, which  he  is  ready  to  offer  if  Congress  will 
call  for  it;  and  so  must  every  body  say  who  knows 
any  thing  of  the  matter.  This,  then,  is  another 
posiUon  which  I  lake,  and  which  I  wish  to  express 


emphatically,  namely,  that  it  is  the  inili>pfnsable 
duly  of  this  Administration,  with  this  Congress,  in 
which  it  holds  the  political  majority,  to  amend  the 
laws  laying  duties  on  imports  so  as  to  give,  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  especially  for  1849,  an  increased 
revenue  from  customs.  This  it  may  do,  probably, 
without  touching  one  really  debaleible  point  or 
principle  in  relation  to  the  tariff,  keeping  within  the 
policy  of  the  Compromise  Act,  and  making  the 
wealthy  consumers  of  luxuries  conliibute  a  fairer 
proportion  than  they  now  do  towards  the  public 
burdens. 

I  have  only  to  repeat,  here,  that  the  neglect  of 
the  two  principal  measures  now  adverted  to,  by 
this  Administration,  must,  I  suppose,  force  the  next 
Administration  unavoidably  into  the  calling  of  an 
extra  session  of  Congress  at  an  early  day.  If  that 
is  thef)urpc8e  of  those  who  DOW  hold  the  control 
here,  we  shall  know  it  by  what  they  do,  or  rather 
neglect  to  do,  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  this  Administration  will  do  its 
duty,  the  next  will  be  reli«ved  from  some  embar- 
rassment. And  yet  at  best  that  coming  Adminis- 
tration will  find  enough  to  do.  What  its  general 
hue  of  policy  will  be  I  cannot  say;  I  can  only  say, 
as  an  humble  individual,  what,  in  some  thiogi,  at 
least,  I  kofc  it  may  be. 

1  hope  It  will  provide  for  all  the  just  debts  of  the 
Government,  and  meet  all  just  claims  and  demands 
upon  it  in  a  prompt  and  manly  way.  If  the 
amount  of  outstanding  debts  shall  be  found  to  be 
large,  and  such  as  to  press  upon  the  Government, 
I  bop*  they  will  be  funded,  and  a  proper  sinking- 
fund  provided  for  their  gradual  payment. 

I  hope  that  current  expenditure — always  within 
the  limits  of  a  jn-<t  economy — will  be  met  by  cur- 
rent revenue,  derived  chiefly  from  duties  on  im- 
pms. 

I  hope  that  duties  on  imports  will  be  so  imposed 
— preserving,  as  I  hope  may  be  done,  without  sa- 
crificing any  great  national  interest,  tbe  policy  o/ 
the  compromise  act — that  while  we  shtU  have  re- 
venue enough  to  meet  the  economical  wants  of  the 
Government,  the  rich  shall  not  escape  taxation  by 
receiving  theirluzuries  free  of  duties,  the  poor  shall 
be  relieved  from  undue  and  heavy  burdens,  and 
the  industry  of  the  country  shall  be  protected  from 
the  ioji^rious  policy  and  measures  of  foreign  legis- 
lation. 

I  hope  to  see  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
liclands,  in  proper  time,  dislributed  among  the 
Statev.  Nothing  should  postpo.ne  this  measure 
of  justice  short  of  uar,  or  the  pressure  of  a  heavy 
debt. 

I  hope  to  see  the  necessary  military  and  naval 
defences  of  thecpuntry  put  on  a  proper  footing,  that 
we  may  not  be  called  to  mourn  over  some  sudden 
disaster  or  dishonor. 

•  I  hope  to  see  a  vigorous  but  economical  prosecu- 
tion of  our  works  for  improving  harbors  and  rivers. 
It  is  a  commercial  matter  of  the  highest  importance, 
and,  through  commerce,  they  ought  to  be  prosecu- 
ted and  paid  for. 

Finally,  I  hope  that  tbat  cumbrous  and  danger- 
ous political  machine — tbe  Sub-Treasury — will  be 
promptly  dispensed  with;  and  I  hop!  to  see  the  Go- 
vernment return,  without  delay,  to  all  its  onstitu- 
tional  duties  touching  money  and  currency;  taking 
ihv  public  m^Ley  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Piesiden', 
an;l  pulliog  it  under  custody  of  the  law;  providing 
for  its  safe-keeping  and  ready  disbursement  without 
expense  to  Governmcn';  and,  by  a  due  exercise  of 
the  auihority  of  Congress,  providing  for  the  whole 
country  a  sound  and  uniform  national  currency, 
and  effecting  thereby  a  due  regulation  of  the  ex- 
change:-; and  if  all  this  high  daly  caonra  be  ex- 
ercised without  it,  then  I  hopje  to  see  a  National 
Bank  promptly  established  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Cheirman,  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Jones]  at  the  close  of  his  speech, 
was  pleased  ttf  allude,  in  no  unkind  terms,  to  the 
incoming  AdminlSlralion.  Sir,  it  deserves  to  be 
contemplated  with  kind  feelings  on  all  sides.  Great 
and  most  arduous  duties  will  devolve  upon  it.  In 
somethings,  it  will  have  to  lake  an  entire  new  de- 
parture, with  difficulties  to  encounter  scarcely  less 
than  those  which  embarrassed  the  men  of  '89,  who 
undertook  to  set  the  Government  originally  in  mo- 
tion under  tbe  Cobstitution.  Then,  indeed,  there 
was  much  to  be  aese;  now  mere  is  much  to  be 


done,  and  much  first  to  be  undone.  This  wiU  be 
found  to  be  true,  I  apprehend,  in  an  especial  mu- 
ner,  in  the  department  of  finance.  Every  thac 
there  is  in  confusion  and  deraogeotenl.  "nie  re- 
doubtable  Secretary,  under  instrnciions,  has  been 
fljbting  a  long  and  obstinately  contested  ttattle  wi  h 
the  people;  at  last  be  is  conquered;  and  no  «<mda 
that  his  d«cks  should  now  be  found  suewedtUok 
with  unsightly  fragments,  and  accumulated  n  w. 
There  is  danger  evea  thit  the  battered  and  riddlrd 
craft.in  which  he  has  tiailed  may  godowaiaih: 
ppea  and  calm  sea,  though  witbin  sight  of  the  har- 
bor, before  relief  can  reach  him;  and  if  5he  Uves 
through,  as  I  hope  she  may,  and  holds  together  le^ 
enough  to  be  hauled  up  for  repairs,  I  think  it  will 
be  found  tbat  there  is  really  nothing  left  of  her  above 
her  keel  that  will  evei^  do  to  bnild  apon. 

Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  VagimM, 
seems  to  expect  much— I  hope  in  all  siaeetity — 
from  the  new  Administration.  My  trust  and  eoB- 
fidence  is,  that  he  will  not  be  disappointed.  I  timbe 
will  find,  as  we  all  shall,  that  that  Admiasinuioa 
will  move  forward  to  its  work  with  becomiag  bold- 
ness, and  an  unshaken  firmness;  shrinking  from  do 
duty,  and  from  no  responsibility;  tbat  it  will  lake 
its  measures  calmly  and  wisely  for  the  good  of  iha 
country,  and  the  whole  country,  and  with  no  Fie* 
whatever,  at  any  time,  to  catch  tbe  brratb  of  an 
ephemeral  popularity;  tbat  it  will  do  aotUi^  for 
the  mere  sake  of  popularity,  and  omit  nothing 
which  it  ought  to  do,  from  any  craven  aiKl  coward- 
ly apprehension  that  it  may  not  be  pbpular;  that  it 
will  have  the  moral  courage  to  do  right — always 
right — '.rusting  to  an  intelligent  and  generous,  peo- 
ple to  approve  the  right,  and  utterly  regardless  of 
the  clamors  of  demagogues,  or  those  whom  dema- 
gogues delude  and  lead.  Thus  acting,  I  know  tha: 
still  that  Administration  may  be  overborneaad  trod- 
den down  by  a  reckleis  and  unprincipled  Oppositioo, 
gathered  and  organized  hereafter  in  the  land;  but, 
at  least,  it  will  have  deserved  success,  and  it  wilt 
command  tbe  approbation  and  support  of  all  whose 
approbation  and  support  is  worth  striving  lot,  or 
worth  having.  Sir,  we  know  that  we  live  in  a 
glorious  country;  we  think  we  have  the  happiot 
form  of  Government  on  earth;  let  that  Qoreramai 
be,  once  again,  in  God's  name,  wisely  and  happily 
administered.  This  will  save  us,  and  nothing  else 
can;  this  will  save  our  institution.",  and  give  a  new 
guaranty  to  freedom  under  Republican  forms,  foe 
the  present  and  nil  future  time,  and  nothing  clft 
can  or  will.  And  for  so  much  virtue,  and  to  BDeh 
reform,  I  am  happy',  for  one,  to  be  able  to  give  lo 
the  new  Administration  full  credit  and  confidence 
beforehand;  and  Ibis  I  will  say,  in  conclastoa,ta 
the  friends  of  that  Administration,  and  to  all,  that 
so  much  virtue  and  so  much  reform  the  country 
expects  at  its  hands;  so  much  the  country  will  hold 
that  Administration  accountable  for,  and  it  will  not 
brook  disappointment. 

Mr.  Babnard  closed  his  remarks  by  moving  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill;  giving 
netice  that,  if  Ibe  motion  prevailed,  sod  a  report  ro 
that  effect  .should  be  made  to  the  Honifi  he  would 
tien  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  Tliai  ilio  eubj»ci  of  malimg  ptovism  lot  Ilia 
wanu  of  ilie  Treasury  be  refcired  back  U)  ibe  CammillM  Df 
Ways  a[ift  MeaiiH,  willi   instructions: 

Firai.  To  bring  in  a  bill  autliorizing  the  SecraOry  of  dM  TV«>- 
8Ury  to  IwrFow  ten  milliona  of  Uollani  on  tlie  credit  of  tji«  Go- 
vernment, am!  lo  issue  ^onds  or  scrip  iberefor. 

Second.  To  brinj;  in  a  hill  imposing  dutiM  for  addilioiial  n" 
venue  on  wines,  silica,  linena,  spices,  aad  oUierarticAa.lwia< 
ItlxLirics,  imporLtid  Inio  itie  United  Butes,  but  in  such  Buao* 
as  not  to  conflict  Witt)  the  principles,  policy,  and  spirit  of  ik, 
act  of  March,  1833,  eommooly  called  •'ihe  Compramiat  ACL* 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  EVANS, 

OF  MAINE, 
In  Ae  Houie  rf  Represmiativa,  January  18,  1841— 
The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Dnion  upon  the  bill  making  pre- 
vision for  the  issue  of  five  millions  of  TrMStuy 
notes — 

Mr.  EVANS  said  he  felt  himself  called  upon,  as 
a  member  of  the  commiltee  from  which  the  nil 
under  consideration  emanated,  to  subi&it  a  few  d>- 
servations  upon  the  state  of  tbe  Treasury,  praral 
and  pro.ipective,  as  well  as  upon  some  of  the  lopiet 
connected  with  the  revenues  and  expenditures  of 
the  Government,  which  had  been  discussed  and  le- 
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commended  lo  our  consideration  in  ibe  annaal  report 
«i'  the  Secretary,  and  having  intimate. relation  with 
tbe'measareoov  proposed.  The  whole  lubjeci,  in  all 
its  bearings,  i«  one  of  very  grave  imporiaoce,  and 
to  which  ibe  attention  of  Congress  cannot  too  eirly 
on  loo  earnestly  be  directed.    The  bill  we  are  now 
consideiiDR  authorizes  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes, 
not  exceeding  the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars.   It  is  urged  upon  the  ground  of  a  present 
and  pressing  necessity.    Greater  m^ns  than  the 
Deparlmeol'is  now  possessed  of  are  absolately  in- 
dispensable to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the 
QovernmenI,  and  to  discharge  obligations  devolv- 
ing upon  it  daily.    We  are  assured,  both  by  the 
Secretary  and  the  honorabis  chairman  of  the  Ways 
and  Means,  if  the  amount  now  proposed  to  be 
granted  is  not  promptly  furniabed,  ibere  is  g^reat 
danger  that  the  public  credit  will  be  dishonored, 
and  the  poblic  faith  violated.    However  this  ha- 
miliating  condition  of  our  fiscal  affairs  may  have 
been  occasioned,  the  line  of  t>ar  duty,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  plain  and  obvions.    It  19,  to  furnish  the  ne- 
cessary supplies,  and  to  furnish  them  seitsonably. 
The  motion  immediately  pending  i^  that  juit  made 
by  the  honorable  member  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Babb^ard,]  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  ot  the 
bill;  in  other  words,  to  defeat  it  altogether,  with  a 
view  to  obtain  the  required  meant — first,  by  loan, 
and  ultimately  by  an  increase  of  revenue,  10  be  de- 
rived from  an  a=:8es.sment  of  duties  npou  certain 
articles  now  admitted  free.    I  ragret  that,  under 
present  circumstances,  I  cannot  concur  with  the 
honorable  member  in  the  expediency  of  this  propo- 
sition; not,  however,  because  I  do  not  dtem  it, 
generally,  the  most  eligible  mode  of  supplying  de- 
liciancie^ — undonbtedly  it  is  so;  but  merely  because 
it  does  not  teem  to  me  to  meet  the  present  exi- 
gency.   I  am  far  from  approving  this  constant  re- 
currence to   the   uss  of    Treasifry   notes.     For 
many  reasdns,  unquestionably,  a  loan  is  preferable; 
and   revenue  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  Ch> 
veinment,  derived  from  the  ordinary  sources  of 
revenae  by  just  legislation,  is  better  than  either. 
Bat  we  have  no  alternative  offered  to  us.    The 
pressure  upon  the  Treasury  is  actually  existing, 
and  has  been  for  monihs;  and  I  fear  that  mean? 
cannot  be  obtained  in  the  mode  indicated  by  the 
honorable  member  from  New  York,  early  enough 
to  guard  the  Treasury  from  the  insolvency  hanging 
over  it. 

[Mr.  Barnabd  said  he  thought  his  proposition 
was  not  correctly  understood.  He  proposed  }o 
borrow  money  for  present  necessities,  either  upon 
the  issue  of  scrip,  or  upon  bond;  and  lie  was  confi- 
dent the  credit  of  the  United  States  was  such,  that 
almcstany  amount  could  be  immediately  obtained 
nponbond  ] 

Mr.  Evans.  Undoubtedly,  so  far  as  public  cre- 
dit is  concerned,  there  will  be  no  dilSiculiy  in  ob- 
taining by  loan  whatever  may  be  wanted.  But 
can  it  be  obtained  seasonably)  How  are  public 
loans  contracted?  If  upon  bond,  as  suggested,  it 
sirikes  me,  that  varies  very  little  from  Treasury 
notes.  The  ordinary  mode  is,,  to  issue  proposals", 
and  in  this  way  to  invite  competition,  and  thns  to 
obtain  more  favorable  term?.  For  this  ptirpose, 
timo  is  necessary.  It  cannot  bs  done  iu  an  hour  or 
a  day.  Is  it  designed  to  vest  the  Secrotaiy  of  the 
Trearury  with  power"  to  is.>ne  bondj,  which  he  may 
negotiate  in  the  mail^et  upon  such  terms  as  he  maj 
see  fit,  or  as  the  pre!>suro  of  circumstances  may 
compel  bim  to  accede  to?  I  trust  not.  I  cannot 
but  think,  therefore,  that  the  mode  proposed  in  the 
bill  under  con.'ideration  is  the  most  prompt  and 
cprtain,  and,  .therefiire,  in  the  preient  exigency, 
preferable.  It  cm  be  tendered  effectual,  instantly. 
The  relief  is,  what  the  crisis  requires — immediate. 
Besides,  we  must  take  this  or  nothing.""  This  is  the 
lavoiiie  financial  expedient  of  those  now  in  power, 
and  of  the  luajofiiy  of  Coagress.  What  hope  is 
there  that  Ihey  will  abandon  it7  la  this  matter  ve 
have  no  aUernative.  We.  are  driven  to  this  ex- 
tremity either  to  grant  the  relief  in  the  only  mcde 
the  AdtninislralioQ  desire  it,  or  to  permit  the  pub- 
lic faith  to  be  broken,  and  the  national  credit  dis- 
honored. For  myself,  sir,  I  prefer  to  grant  the  re- 
lief notV'tlt5'an<''Bg  'he  objectionable  form  in 
which  it  is  proposed;  and  I  am  the  more  reconciled 
to  it,  from  the  consideration  that  it  is  the  last  timo 


— onlesfi,  indeed,  the  Secretary  finds  it  necessary  to 
call  for  another  issue  before  the  clo^e  of  the  ses- 
sion, to  carry  bim  safely  through  the  residue  of  bis 
remaining  quarter,  which  is  not  very  improbable-— 
the  last  time  we  shall  be  forced  into  such  a  posi- 
tion.   Hereafter,  I  trust,  Congress  will  be  allowed 
some  little  freedom  of  action,  and  be  permitted  to 
exercise  some  discretion  of  its  own,  as  to   the  best 
mode  of  gaaiding  against  deficiencies  in  the  reve- 
nae, atid  of  supplying  them  when  they  occur— a 
freedom  and  discretion  which  has  not.been  vouch- 
safed to  Congress  for  many  years.    What  has  been 
our  experience  during  the  whole  of  this  period  of 
perpetually-recurring  deficiencies]    Has  Congress 
been  advised  seasonably  of  the  critical  (wndition  to 
which  the  Treasury  has  been  so  frequently  reduced? 
Never.     The  Executive  communications,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  sessions,  have  almost  inva- 
riably represented  our  fiscal  affairs  as  prosperous 
and  successful.    Whatever  of  apprehension  has 
b<en  expressed,  has  always  been  in  such  vague 
and  indefinite  term<;  ao  obrcurely  shadowed  forth, 
as  to  attract  little  notice,  and  excite  no  action  on 
the  part  of   Congress.    Deficiencies  have  never 
been  acknowledged  or  aotictpa'ed  in  the  pfficial 
documents.    The   Treasury    has  eipetiencffd  no 
difficulties  but  tuch  as  grow  out  of  "fiuolualions," 
temporary  in  their  character,  and  inconsiderable  in 
amount. .  Such  is  the  general  character  of  Execu- 
tive communications  at  the  commencement  of  the 
sessions  of   Congress.     But   soon    the   sceo^  is 
changed.    The  Treasury  is  in  distress.    The  pub- 
lic credit  is  in  danger.    Immediate  relief  only  can 
sive  it  from  iniolvency.    And  how  are  these  calls 
made?    To  whom  is  this  information  communi- 
cated?   To    the  House— to    Congress?    No;   but 
privately — in  letters  lo  the  committees  who  have 
charge  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  finances  of 
the  nation.    Then  follows  the  bill  preci^ly  as  the 
Executive  recommends;   and  it  must  be  hurried 
through  just  in  the  shape  it  is  reported,  because 
there  is  not  time  to  deirise  any  more  effectual  mode 
of  relief.    This  has  been  our  «xperience  in  past 
years.    We  are  always  upon  the  brink  of  the  pre- 
cipice before  we  are  admonished  of  the  danger. 
Congress  has  been  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  true 
conation  of  the  finances,  always  assured  of  the 
great  success  which  has  attended  the  various  ex- 
pel iments  which  have  been  tried,  and  lured  on  by 
assurances  of  brightening  prospects.    It  is  so  now. 
The  Secretary  perseveres  lo  the  last.    The  coun- 
try, he  tells  us,  is  prosperous;  the  finances  pros- 
peroii?;   the  prospects  most  cheering;    the   reve- 
nues of  the  year    will   exceed  the   expenditures 
five   millions   of    dollars;    all    the    outstanding 
claims  upon  the  Treasury  can  be  met;  all  the  notes 
heretofore  issued  redeemed;  the  public  credit  pre- 
served; the  operations  of  Oovernment  successfully 
conducted,  with  a  balance  of  near  a  million  of  dol- 
lars in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year !    This 
is  the  exhibition  which  uoes  to  the  public.    This  is 
the  document  which  we  publish  and  spread  over 
the  country  by  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands; 
and  to  which  the  people  look  for  information  as  lo 
the  itue  condition  of  their  affairs.    The  date  of 
this  oflScial  expojition  is  the  7ih  of  December  last; 
bat  it  does- not  contain   the  information  on  which 
the  present  bill  is  founded.    That  was  transmitted 
lo  the  committer  on   the  21st  of  December,  only 
fourteen  days  afterwards.     Now,  sir,  I   do  not 
doubt  the  pressure;  but  why  was  it  not  foreseen  on 
the  7th  of  December?     Why  was  it  not  communi- 
cated to  us  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary? 
What  occurred  between  the  7ih  and  the  31st  of 
December,  which  could  not  have,  been,  and  ought 
not  to  have  been,  anticipated,  to  render  this  issue  of 
notes  necessarj?    The  Secretary  has  himself  in- 
fortned  u.s.    In  the  first  place,  an  appropriation  bill 
of  about  foBF  hundred  thousand  dollars  had  pass- 
ed, mo.'t  of  which  would  probably  be  foon  called 
for.    Might  he  not  have  expected  this?    Did  he 
not  know  that  such  a  bill  would  pass  early  in  the 
sessiou?    It  has  been  the  constant  practice  for  ma- 
ny years  past.     The  corresponding  bill  last  year 
appropriated  $650,000;  and  if  this  has,  in  any  de- 
gree, rrndere d  a  resort  to  Treasury  notes  neceisary, 
the  Secretary  should  have  foreseen  it,  and  recom- 
mended it  in  hii  annaal  report.    Then,  he  says,  the 
appropriation  of  $150,000  for  the  payment  of  navy 


pensions  is  a  charge  new  in  its  cbaritctei,  and  not 
anticipated.    Granting  this  to  be  so,  it  is  of  com- 
paratively  smaU'amouot;  by  no  means  large  enough 
to  justify  a  call  for  additional  means  to  the  extent 
now  desired.    Then,  attain,  the  duties  to  be  refund- 
ed on  refined  sugar  exported,  about  |75,000;  thi% 
also,  ought  to  have  been  anticipated.     Drawbacks 
of  this  description  are  payable  and  paid  every  year, 
and  constitute  a  pan  of  the  ordinary  expenditures 
of  the  year;  and,  although  I  do  not  say  that  the.Se- 
cretary  ought  to  have  foreseen  this  particular  in- 
stance, yet,  with  the  experience  of  the  past  before 
him,  be  ought  to  have  taken  into  his  estimates  the 
probable  liabilities  of  the  Treasury  for  claims  of 
this  chatacier.    But,  at  all  eventi,  this  is  qnite 
small;  not  sufiicient,  one  would  suppose,  lo  embatr- 
rass  a  dourisbiog  and  well-administered  Treasury 
so  seriously  as  it  seems  to  have  done.    Besides 
these,  are  "some  recent  decisions  of  the  courts  that 
appear  to  require  the  refunding  of  more  duties  from 
the  Treasury  to  a  considerablo  amount."  What  the 
Secretary  means  by  "a  considerable  amount,"  I 
will  not  undertake  to  define.    I  apprehend  it  is  not 
very  lai^e,  or  the  amount  would  have  been  stated. 
By  the  letters  communicated  with  the  Secretary's 
application,  it  appears  that  the  decisions  referred  to 
relate  to  "soda-ash,"  "gunny -cloth,"  and  "worsted- 
plush,"  all  of  whidi,  it  seems,  ate  entitled  to  be  im- 
ported Ires  of  duty.    What  amount  of  revenue 
has  been  hithe'rtd  derived  from  these  sources,  I  have 
no  means  of  knowing;  but  I  imagine  il  is  very  in- 
considerable.   These,  then,  are  the  charges  thrown 
upon  the  Treasury  between  the  7ih  and  the  31st  of 
IJecember,  amounting  only  to  about  $650,000,  the 
most  ef  which  ought  to  have  been  aniicipaled  and 
provided  for,  relied  upon  to  jastify  Ibe  call  for  the  is- 
sue of  five  millions  of  rejonrces  to  the  Treasury. 
Now,  sir,  can  that  be  a  sncces.sful  or  prosperous 
administration  of  so  vast  a  machine  as  the  Trea- 
sury of  this  cation,  which  can  be  thrown  into  dit- 
order  and  derangement  by  so  comparatively  insig- 
nificant a  call  upon  it,  even  if  wholly  unexpected, 
as  a  little  over  half  a  million  of  dollars— not  a  fif- 
tieth part  of  the  expenditures  of  the  year,  and  re- 
quiring means  to  obviate  ten  times  greater  than  the 
assigned  causes  themselves?    No,  >ir,  these  are  but 
pretexts.     They  are  seized   upon   becaase   they 
happen  to  have  occurred  snWqaent  to  the  date 
of  the  annua)  report,  and  are  ail  which  have  occur- 
red since.    Why  were  not  the  real  causes  ef  the 
embarraisments  of  the  Treasury  cotnmunicated  in 
that  report?  and  why  was  not  Congress  requested 
to  provide  for  the  defieiency?    For  the  reason  al- 
ready given.    That  is  a  document  for  the  people, 
for  general  circulation,  prepared  accordingly,  with 
a  just  admixture   of  self-congratulation   and  a 
glowing  account  of  the  success  of  the  Treasury, 
notwithstanding  many  embarrassments  and  trials. 
Surely  that  was  not  a  place  to  expose  deScienoias. 
Such  an  exposition  would  not  have  bean  in  good 
keeping  with  the  valedictory  panegyric  which  the 
Secretary  seems  to  think  the  occasion  required. 

N6w,8iiyalthongb,  as  I  have  already  remarked, 
there  is  unqaestionably  a  very  great  pressure  upon 
the  Treasury  at  this  moment,  requiring  prompt  re- 
lief, I  am  constrained  to  say  that  the  exhibitions  of 
the  Secretary  upon  this  subject  are  for  from  being 
Satisfactory.  The  explanations  which  be  offers  do 
not  show  such  a  pressing  exigency  as  is  represented 
to  eiiM,  and  as  undoubtedly  does  exist.  How  does 
It  appear  by  his  own  shoeing?  He  has  made  no 
communicaiioa  directly  to  the  House,  nor  even  to 
the  committee;  but  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  has  a  private  com-  ' 
munication,  which  he  has  used,  showing  the  em- 
barra^ssmenis  of  the  Department.  It  is  not  an  offi- 
'cial  docnmcnt,  the  accuracy  of  which  we  have  any 
mode  of  testing  now  or  hereafter.  Bat  what  is  it? 
First,  as  to  the  means  of  the  Treasury  during  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year.  Toe  Secretary  represents 
them  to  be  as  follows: 
Receipts  from  customs,  deducting  draw- 
backs ....  J3,000,000 
Receipts  from  lands  •  .  .  450,000 
Miscellaneous  sources,  and  banks,  &o,         50,000 


To  this  is  to  be  added  (he  balance  on 
hand  at  the  commencement  of  the 


#3,500,000 
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jear  .  -  -  •   1,591,855 

And  tbe  power  to  issae  Treasury  notes 
under  the  act  of  March  31,  ISiO      -      342,618 

Forming  an  aggregate  oC  available 
means  for  ihe  first  quarter  of  this  year, 
by  the  Secretary's  own  compataiion, 
of  ...  -15,433,473 

The  Secretary  has  undoubtedly  estimated  tbe  re- 
ceipts of  the  qnarler  qaite  as^low  as  they  will  be 
found  to  be.  The  customs  he  estimates  after  de- 
ducting all  drawbaclis,  whether  including  fishing 
bounties  or  not,  I  cannot  say,  although  it  seems 
they  are  generally  retained  out  of  the  accruing  re- 
venue. The  receipts  from  lands  he  puts  at  about 
half  only  of  the  average  receipts  of  the  year,  as 
estimated  by  himself,  and  of  the  average  of  the  ac- 
'  toal  receipts  of  the  last  jear.  Why  the  receipts  of 
tbis  quarter  should  be  expected  to  fall  so  far  below 
-the  ordinary  average  receipts  of  the  two  years  toge- 
ther IS  nowhere  explained.  I  think  it  would  be 
qn;te  safe  to  add  about  $400,000  to  the  estimated 
receipts  from  this  source.  But  let  the  estimate 
stand  as  it  has  been  given  us,  at  |5,433,473. 
What  are  the  eitimated  expenditures  of  tbe  quarter} 
They  are  stated  as  follows: 
For  ordinary  expenses,  pensions,  session  of  Con- 
gress, &c.  -  -  -  -  $4,500,000 
For  debt  of  the  District  of  Columbia  •  80,000 
For  fi:ihing  bouniiea  -  -  ,  •  300,000 
For  expenses  of  the  censas      ^  -       550,000 


Forming  an  aggregate  of  •  $5,430,000 

which,  it  mns:  be  admitted,  presses  very  bard  upon 
the  means  of  tbe  qnarter.  But  it  seems  to  me, 
that,  on  this  side  of  the  account,  the  Secretary  has 
been  somewhat  too  liberal  in  bis  eUimales.  He 
his  given  us  no  items  which  go  to  make  up  the  ag- 
'  gregate  of  four  millions  and  a  half  for  ordinary 
expenditures.  Does  it  embrace  the  drawbacks 
which  he  has  spoken  of  repeatedly  as  a  charge 
upon  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  and  which  are 
already  provided  for,  by  deducting  them  from  the 
amount  of  incoming  revenue} 

The  fishing  bounties  are  included  in  the  aggre- 
gate of  expenditures  for  the  quarter,  although  I 
should  infer  from  the  practice  which  tbe  Secretary 
says  prevails,  thaf  they  are  also  nsually  retained 
out  of  Ihe  accruing  revenue,  and,  if  so,  are  pro- 
vided for  in  the  same  way.  Besides,  the  Secretary 
jn  his  annual  report,  to  whrch  he  refer.-,  embraces 
among  the  charges  falling  upon  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year,  ihe  eipemes  incurred  by  the  session  of 
Congress,  and  "piivate  bills."  What  amount  is 
likely  to  fall  upon  the  Treasurv  from  "private 
bills,"  it  is  not  easy  to  foresee.'  From  present  ap- 
pearances, nothing  whatever;  and  the  Secreisry, 
though  be  wishrs  his  own  quarter  to  be  amply  pro- 
vided to  meet  "private  bi  Is,"  doe.s  not  estimate  a 
$mglt  i»Har  as  l.keiy  to  fall  up'>tt  the  whole  year 
from  that  quarter.  But  priva'e  bills  do  not  nrces- 
saiily  fall  upon  the  firtt  quarter.  Many  oC  them, 
and,  indeed,  all  where  any  great  amount  is  in- 
volved, require  the  account^!'  upon  wlf  ch  they  are 
founded  to  be  aaJitcd,  often  taking  monih>i,  and 
sometime*  years,  to  fitish.  The  whulc  charge  la<t 
year  for  private  claims  was  about  fourteen  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  I  tee.  no  dispotit.on  to  increase  it 
greatly  the  present.  Now,  sir,  making  some  al- 
lowances, which  seem  to  me  called  for,  on  both 
sides  of  the  Recount,  although  it  would  itill  present 
a  case  requiring  some  relief,  yet  it  does  not  exhibit 
a  condition  of  so  much  peril,  and  exciting  so  much 
alarm,  a<s  the  Srcieiery  evidently  perceives  and 
feeb.  He  says,  on  the  7lb  of  January,  "1  do  not 
se»  how  it  is  poj-sible  to  preserve  the  public  faith," 
&e.;  "anyyurMer(f({ay  will  place  the  Di^parlment 
in  dnly  jeopardy, ^^  &.C.;  and  he  entreat) ''the  spttdiest 
ac'.ion  puaihU."  I  doubt  not  he  has  just  grounds 
for  entertaining  tbes-e  apprehensions.  I  have  no 
question  the  demands  upon  the  Treasury  are  very 
heavy.  Calls  for  pa>ment  are  undoubtedly  made 
for  services  rendered  last  year,  and  not  then  paid 
for,  both  from  a  want  of  means  and  from  a  desire 
to  keep  down  the  apparent  expenditures  of  that 
year.  Tbe  Administration  boasts  of  its  economy 
and  of  redaction  of  expenses;  and  it  is  very  desira- 
ble, no  doubt,  that  the  exhibits  of  tbe  Department 
Bhonld  furnish  some  grounds  upon  which  it  may  be 


I  maintained.    No  quettion  there  are  large  calls  for 
postponed  appropriatipns,  where  the  work  ha.';  been 
already  performed  and  the  materials  furnished, 
and  which  ought  to  have  been  i)aid  for  and  charged 
to  tbe  expenditures  of  1840.    Ltrge  arrearages  are 
falling  due,  and   creditors  who  have  been  kept 
off- are  becoming  importunate.     All  this   I   can 
well  understand ;   and  I  am  desirous  of  afford- 
ing Ihe  Secretary  sufficient    means  lo   preserve 
the  public  faitb,  and  to  pay -the   public  debts. 
In  my  judgment-  the    amonnt  proposed   by  this 
bill  is  tar  short  of  what  will    be  required  for 
these  purposes    during    the    current  year.     If 
gentlemen    are    disposed    to    supply    adequate 
means  for  Ihe  whole  year,  I  trust  they  will  enlarge 
the  amount  propofsd  to  be  issued,  or  provide  in 
some  other  mode  for  a  deficiency  which  must  bap- 
pen,    lam  aware  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury and   the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Ways 
and  Means,  adopting   his  views  and  repealing  his 
eslimateo,  entertain  a  different  opinion.    They  tell 
U!>,  as  ihey  told  us  last  year:    Tbe  revenues  of  the 
whole  year  will  be  equal  to  all  the  expenditures  of 
it;  this  is  only  an  anticipation  of  tbe  resources  of 
the  latter  part  of  it,  when  the  receipts  will  be 
greatest,  for  the  service  of  the  former  part  of  it, 
when  the  disbursements  are  heaviest.    There  is  no 
deficiency  of  means.    We  desire  only  a  safeguard 
against  fluctuations.    All  this  we  have  heard  be- 
fore.   It  is  the  old  argument;  and  one  would  sup- 
pose that  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  use  it  would 
be  little  distrustful  of  iheir  own  judgment,  when 
Ihey  recollect  bow  widely  they  have  been  mistaken 
before  in  their  predictions  upon  this  subject.    Last 
year,  the  honorable  chairman,  supported  by  two 
«ther  of  my  honorable  associates  on  the  commit- 
tee, [Messrs.  Atheeton  and  ViNbEaposL,]  gave 
us  tbe  strongest  assurances  that  the  is.sae  then  con- 
templated could  all  be  easily  redeemed  within  that 
year.    W%ll,  sir,  they  are  nearly  all  ontstanding 
still;  and,  so  far  from  being  able  to  redeem  them, 
we  are  called  upon  for  a  fresh  supply,  to  be  re- 
deemed within  this  year — certainly  to  be  redeemed 
out  of  the  abundant  incoming  revenues.    I  ven- 
tured to  differ  with   the  Secretary  and  Ihe  hono- 
rable members  to  whom  I  have  referred,  at  that 
time,  and  endeavored  to  demonstrate  not  only  that 
the  revenues  of  the  year  would  be  inadequate  to 
meet  tbe  expenditures  of  it,  but  lo  predict  that,  be* 
fore  the  clo.se  of  that  session,  another  call  would  be 
made  for  about  five  millions  more-    Accordingly, 
in  July,  another  call  was  made  for  four  millions 
and  a  half.    Thu  event  happened  precisely  as  was 
anticipated.     Congress,  however,  thought  it  had 
gone    far    enough,    and    did     not    accede     to 
the  Secretary's  request;    but,  in    lieu  of  it,  re- 
sorted   to    the  expedient  of   postponing   r  por- 
tion  of   the  appropriations  to    the  present  year. 
This  expedient,  losether  with  Ihe  payment  by  the 
late  Bank  of  tbe  United  Siates  of  its    last  bond, 
amounting  to  two   millions  and  half,  enabled  ihe 
Treasury  to  weather  tbe  storms  which  threatened 
it,  without,  however,  the  ledRmption  of  the  notes  is- 
sued under  tbs  act  .of  31st  March  last,  which  bad 
been  so  confidently  promised,  amounting,  at  lbs 
closi  of  the  year,  to  near  five  mijiionf.    And,  whit 
is  fnrtherto  be    remarked,  also,  if  the  Secretary's 
estimates  of  the  receipts  of  last  year  bad  been  ve- 
rified by  the  results;  if  there  had  been  no  falling  off 
in  the  customs  and  sales  of  landfj  he  could  not  i  hen 
have  redeemed  the  outstanding  n^tes.    In  bis  an- 
nual report  to  tbe  last  session,  he  estimated  the  te- 
ceipts  of  ihe  year  1840,  from  customs,  lands,  and 
miscellaneous    at  $19,600,000.    It  now  appears 
that  they  amounted  to  $17,197,763,  falling  short  of 
his  estimates  over  $9,400,000.    Kow,  if  this  last 
sum  bad  been  received,  and  bis  expectations  thus 
fulfilled,  it  is  evident  he  could  not  have    redeemed 
the  out:«tanding  note;,  even  with  the  aid  of  all. the 
unexpended  sums  in  the  Treasury  at  the  close  of 
the  year.    Tne  deficiency  would  still  have  been 
over  too  millions.    With  ibis  recent  experience 
fresh  before  us,  what  degree  of  confidence  can  we 
be  expected  to  repose  in  the  assurances  now  given 
of  tbe  ability  of  the  Treasury  to  redeem  the  pro- 
dosfd  issue  within  the  current  year!    1  regard  it  as 
utterly  out  of  tbe  question,  not  merely  to  redeem 
these,  but  impossible,  without  other  means,  to  re- 
aeem  tiie  five  millions  how  otttatanding,  which  will 


fall  due  at  no  distant  day;  and  this  I  will  ywe*^ 
to  demonstrate.    At  the  last  sessicm  I  ini)i«Tnml 
t(.  show,  and  believe  did  concltMively  ikow,  Aai 
the  expenditures  of  the  Gfivermnent  for  tbe  tbnt 
preceding  years  had  exceeded  its  aocrniBC  bmm- 
nue,  upon  an  average,  about  eight  millioBS  i 
ally;  and  just  at  ihe  close  of  the  session  I  mtm 
to  demonstrate  that  the  expenditures  of  lax  jmc 
wonid  exceed    the  income  by   nearly  the  tMn 
amount.    What  has  been  the  resuUT 
Tbe  receipts  into  the  Treasury  Jiom 
the  acertring  revenues,  lands,  miscel- 
laneons,  and  all  the  ordinary  soorees, 
(estimating  for  the  fourth  quarter,) 
were  $17,107JO 

And  tbe  expenditnres,  for  ordinary  ear- 
rent  expenses  were  .  .  a9,489,3« 

Showing  a  deceit  of  •  $S,S9i,58C 

The  estimates  of  the  fourth  quarter,  tmlxaKed  a 
the  general  aggregate  of  eipendiinrea.  ai«  five  ail- 
lions;  but  the  Secretary  says  that  the  other  D^Mt* 
ments  place  the  amt  unt  higher.  The  probttility 
is,  that  the  "others"  will  come  nearer  the  mmtk, 
and  that  the  deficit  will  thus  be"  increased.  Now, 
sir,  as  well  as  I  can  judge,  about  a  million  and  • 
half  of  appropriations  of  last  year,  and  «Uch 
would  ordinarily  have  been  expended  ihev,  have 
been  postponed  to  this.  If  the  opeiaiioas  of  ibe 
Government,  therefore,  had  been  cosdootBd  ia  Ike 
usual  mode,  the  deficit  would  have  fallen  little,  if 
any,  short  of  seyen  millions  of  dollats.  It  WM  »»ip- 
plied  in  this  way: 

The  effectual  balance  on  band  January  1. 1840, 
was  $2,346,749.  In  the  annual  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary,  Decembers,  1839,  he  estimated  the  tallMee 
wh'ch  would  be  on  hand  31st  December  at 
$1  556,384;  hut  it  now  appears  to  have  been  wixmi 
$690,000  more;  Why  he  should  have  been  so  lar 
mistaken  so  near  the  close  of  the  year  ii  sat  ex- 
plained, and  perhaps  is  of  no  consequence: 
To  the  actual  balance  on  hand  -  $3,246,749 
Add  receipts  from  Bank  of  the  United 

States  and  other  deposite  banks  -  3^300,000 
Excess  of  Treasury  notes  issued  over 

those  redeemed       -     ■      -  -     l,*75,48a 


Amounting  to 

Deduct  balance  on  band  now  ■ 


€7,933,937 
l,SaO,855 


$5,631,339 

By  this  computation,  which  probably  ia  the  beM 
mode  of  stating  the  account  of  the  year,  it  appears 
thai,  for  Ihe  ordinary  currenJ  izjinues  of  1340,'  ex- 
clusive of  the  redemption  of  Treasury  BOlee,  *fef 
five  millions  and  a  half,  besides  all  the  aueuiae 
revenues  of  the  year,  were  requisite;  and  lluatfltr 
the  postponement  of  so  large  an  amonnt  rfayyiii- 
priations  as  has  been  already  stated.  In  any  1*« 
of  the  subject,  ihe  result  is  tfce  tame.  With  these 
incontrovertible  facts  before  us,  wbit  reandn  is 
there  to  expect  ihat  the  receipts  of'ihis  year  win 
not  only  be  adequate  to  meet  all  the  expenditawsof 
ir,  but  will  so  far  exceed  them  aatoeBaWethe 
Department  lo  pay  near  five  millions  of  outstand- 
ing note»7  Yet  the  Secretary  expeels  that,  while 
in  each  of  the  last  four  years  the  reecSptt  have 
fallen  short  of  the  expenses  six,  sevetf,  andei|ki 
millions,  the  tables  are  now  to  be  turned.  The  rt- 
cetpts  are  to  take"  the  lead,  and  to  adranee  tagfbnd 
the  expenditureSj  nearly  as  much  as  for  fovrtoe- 
cessive  years  they  have  fallen  behind.  TUt  wjH 
certainly  be  a  very  great  change  in  out  Baneid 
affairs,  and  a  very  desirable  one.  Let  ns'tee, 
however,  whether  it  be  practicable,  and  how  iteaa 
be  effected.  In  the  first  place,  as  regards  Ihtts- 
penditures  of  1841: 
The  Stcreiwy  estimates  them,  "for  erSmarf/  par- 

pow."  at   -  -        .  -  -  $19,250,0« 

We   have   already   seen    that   Ihey 

amounted  last  year  to     -  -    33,489,349 

Showing  a  proposed  reduction  of  •  f3-,839|349 
The  first  question  arising  here  is,  npon  whatdae 
or  classes  of  expenditures  is  this  great  rednetion  to 
falR  Where  are  the  items  which  make  np  this  sua 
toiall  If  it  required  netr  twenty-two  millipni  aaJ 
a  half  last  year,  and  over  ttventy-fonr  milliojitMd 
a  half  for  tbe  pteceding  year,  to  cany  on  Qw  «:di- 


janumy^  1841^ 


aW»endix  to  the  congressional  globe. 


at 


S&TB  CoNa—*2ND  Sbss^ 


Treaiury  Note  Bill — Mr.  Evans. 


H.  of  Reps. 


au7  operations  of  Govmnment,  what  groaad  ia 
tbere  for  sapposing  that  the  same  services  can  be 
I>erformed  ibis  year  for  niueieen  mtliioBs  aod  a 
qaariert  I  am  not.now  looking  at  all  at  ihe-  ap- 
propriaiioDs  made  or  proposed  for  the  last  or  tbe 

r recent  yeir,  bot  at  the  amonnt  actaalty  expended. 
am  awaie  the  apprcpriaiioas  which  have  been 
requested  are  made  to  correspond  t)  ihoie  estimates 
of  expeaditure.  '  But  I  wish  to  know  what  lavish 
expcndimres  were  made  in  1840,  which  may  be 
dispetwed  with  in  18411  What  extravagance  is  to 
be  reformedl  We  ail  know^hat,  owing  to  tbe  em-  ' 
baitassed  stale  of  the  Treasury  last  year,  both  the 
appropriations  and  the  expenditures  were  kept 
down  to  the  lowest  possible  amoant.  Where  can 
there  be  any  greater  rednction  for  the  present  year? 
The  Secretary  answers  in  these  words: 

"U  ii  believed  tlist  tbe  ordinary  expenses  of  ]31L  ought  to 
fatl  some  millions  below  itiose  of  1810,  as  the  pensions  bavo' 
diminished  by  deaths;  fewer  Indians  remain  to  be  remored; 
•everfti  expenaire  public  buildings  bare  'Iwen  mostly  finish- 
ed; and  boeiilitiei  with  tbe  Bemiuoles  must  bcneorerloaclose.' 
These  are  the  heads  of  expenditure  in  which  the 
redaction  of  over  three  millions  and  a  qoarier  is 
proposed  to  be  made;  and  I  will  examine  ihem  in 
the  order  they  are  named. 

1st,  As  to  the  peiisioDS.  The  Secrelajy  has  re- 
ferred several  times  in  his  reports,  to  the  great  relief 
which  the  Treasury  is  to  experience  from  the  deaths 
of  the  old  soldiers  of  the  Revoinlion,  and  their  aged 
and  impoverished  widows.  He  seems  almost  im- 
patient, because  they  are  so  long  a  charge  upon  the 
conntry.  But  let  that  pass.  How  much  doe^  he 
expect  to  save  from  this  sonreel  By  the  r«pott  of 
the  Commissioaer  of  Pensions,  and  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  alto,  it  appears  that  "tbe  total  amonnt 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  during  the  past  year,  to 
pay  pensions,  is  f3,048,663;"  in  round  ntimbers, 
two  millions.  It  appears,  further,  from  the  slate- 
meat  of  the  Commissioner,  that  the  pensioners,  «x- 
elusive  of  naval,  are  divided  into  six  classes,  viz: 
invalid,  nnder  act  of  1818;  under  act  of  1838;  un- 
der act  of  1833;  under  act  of  1836;  nnderactof 
1^8.  Under  the  first  class  there  are  4,289  pen- 
sioners, and  the  deaths  last  year  were  48— not  qaite 
one  per  cent.  Under  the  second  class  there  are 
7,947  pensioners,  and  tbb  deaths  last  year  were 
256— a  little  over  Ihree  per  cent.  Under  the  third 
class  there  are  605,  and  the  deaths  were  17 — about 
three  per  cent.  Under  the  fourth  class  the  number 
is  23,S07,  and  the  deaths  were  974 — something  over 
four  per  cent.  Under  the  fifth  class  there  are  2,760, 
and  the  .deaths  were  139 — which  is  five  percent. 
Under  tbe  sixth  class  the  number  is  5,586,  and  the 
deaths  were  171 — a  little  over  three  per  cent. 

Now,  sir,  making  some  allowance  for  deaths,  the 
itnoviledge  of  which  had  not  come  to  the  Depart- 
ment, as  the  Commissioner  suggests  is  the  case, 
and  something  for  tbe  advancing  age  of  the  re- 
maining pensioners,  from  which  it  is  probable  that 
the  per  centage  of  deaths  will  increase  from  year 
to  year,  f  suppose  that  the  number  of  deaths  in  1 84 1. 
wiU  be  ten  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  in  all  the 
classes;  and  this  is  a  larger  proporiion,  I  think, 
than  has  ever  taken  place  in  any  two  .years  to- 
gether since  the  pension  laws  have  been  in  opera- 
tion: tbe  saving  upon  that  basis  will  be  just  $300,- 
480,  and  no  more.    Bat,  on  the  olber  hand,  the 
Commissioner  supposes  that  there   will  be.  1,400 
added  to   the  sixth  class  during  the  present  year, 
whose  applicaiions  have  already  been  made,  and 
are  under  examination;  and,  if  so,  (bey  will  be 
•ntitled  to  the  whole  five  years'  pension,  payable  at 
once,  which  will  nndonbtedly  require  from  three  to 
four  hundred  ihousaod  dollars. 
The  appropriation  bill  already  reported 
'  for  the  payment  of  pensioners,  ex- 
clusive or  tbe  fourth  class,  which  is 
provided  for  by  the   act  of  1833, 
amounts,  agreeably  to  tbe  estimates, 

to #1,043,555 

Tlie  standing  appropriation  under  the 
act  of  1833,  as  estimated  by  the  Se- 
cretary for  this  year,  is  .  .  600,000 
The  unexpended  balance  of  former  apj 
proptia(ioDS,now  on  band,  applicable 
to  ue  senrice  of  this  year,  is  .  .       561,000 


drawn  from  the  Treasury  for  last  year,    |154,893 

The  amount  thus  estimater*,  and  to  be  appro' 
priated  for  the  year,  is  either  wanted  or  it  is  not. 
If  it  is  wanted,  it  exceeds  the  amount  drawn  from 
the  .Treasury  in  1840,  as  before  'stated,  and  there 
wilt  be  no  reducticn,  but  rather  an  increase  from 
this  scurce.  If  il  is  not  wanted,  why  is  it  em- 
braced in  the  estimates,  and  why  are  bills  reported 
to  appropriate  ii7'  It  is  not  understood,  I  pre- 
sume, that  the  whole  pmnunt  paid  for  pensions  last 
year  was  but  $S.04S,G63.  This  was  the  sum 
"drawn  from  the  Treasury."  and  formed  part  of 
the  current  expenses  df  1840.  The  amount  acta- 
ally  paid  was  probably  somewhat  larger,  perhaps 
300  003  to  300,000  dollars.  The  balance  was 
made  up  of  money  drawn  in  1839,  and  forming  a 
part  of  the  expenditures  of  th»t  year,  but  remain- 
ing in  the  hands  of  the  various  pension  agents  un- 
expended. Something  undoubtedly  remains  in 
their  hands  now,  which  is  to  be  added  to  the  sums 
before  slated,  as  applicable  to  Iho  service  of  1841, 
but  which  will  form  no  charge  upon  the  Treasury 
of  this  year,  as  it  is  already  withdrawi)  from  it. 

Tbe  second  r«a;on  assigned  by  the  Secretary,  for 
the  expected  reduction  in  1841,  is,  that  "fewer  In- 
dians remain  to  be  removed."  Now.  what  were 
the  exdenditnres  for  remnvals  last  yeari  The  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs  reports:  That,  dnring 
the  precedipi  year,  5,671  were  removed;  4,500  of 
tbem  being  s-f  the  Winnebagoes,  for  which  an  ap- 
propriation of  (45,000  was  made  last  year,  and 
wbich  was  probably  snfficient.  If  ibe  remaining 
1,171  were  removed  at  the  same  rate.lhe  whole  cost 
of  removals  last  year  was  but  $56  710.  Il  also  ap- 
pears by  thff  same  report,  that  21,774  still  remain 
^  to  be  removed;  and  alihoegh  tbere  are  "fewer"  iban 
there  were  a  year  ago,  yet  there  is  full  enoush  re- 
maining lo  altowas  many  tn  be  removed  in  1841  as 
were  lercoved  in  1840.  How  dees  it  appear  that 
such  will  not  be  the  easel  Bat  erant  that  the  whole 
amount  will  be  saved,  and  it  will  add  but  $56,710 
to  the  reduction  estimated  on  pensions. 

The  next  reason  is,  "several  expensive  public 
buildings  have  been  mostly  finished." 

ImH  year  we  appropriated  for  finishing  ihe  cus- 
tom-house in  New  York,  wiiich  will  be  ;aved  this 
year       .  .  .  .  .  $118,000 

For  the  Treasury  building       ,  $105,000 
For  Ihe  Patent  Office  .  .    100,000 

For  ihe  Post  Office      .  .    125,000 

Amounting  to  .     330,000 

This  year  the  Commisioner  Estimates — 
For  the  Treasury         .  .      40,000 

For  the  Patent  Office   .  .      30  000 

For  Ihe  Post  Office       .  .     175,000-245,000 


BdCaking,  for  the  payment  of  pensions 

for  1841       ....  $9,303,655 
JW  fHf^^  "^^  amonnt    actnaUjr 


Less  than  last  year  .  .  .    $85  000 

Which  added  to  the  $118,000  for  tbe  New  York 
ci:'Stom-house,  amounts  lo  $203,000,  as  the  total  of 
ledaciion  on  public  building;;  unless  Congress  see 
fit  to  reduce  the  appropriation  below  the  estimates 
of  Ibis  Commissioner. 

Ttie  last  reason  relied  upon  by  the  Secretary  is 
"hostilities  wiih  the  Seminoles  must  be  nearer  to  a 
close."  Well,  I  suppose  "they  must  be,"  if  they 
ever  come  to  "a  close."  which  is  somewbaid  onb:- 
fal.  But  how  does  that  bear  opoii  the  expendiiares 
of  this  yeail  Is  the  war  to  cease  now?  Are  no 
expenses  to  be  incurred  for  its  prosecution  this  sea- 
soii?  Now,  (ir*  although  this  Florida  war  has  been 
Ihe  great  vortex  in  wbich  so  many  millions  of 
money  have  been  engulfed,  yet  Ihe  expenditures  of 
last  year  on  account  of  it  were  exceedingly  small — 
only  $300,000  were  appropriated  for  that  olij»ct. 
This  was  ihe  only  appropriation  made  last  session  for 
this  service,  and  if  the  whole  of  it  cin  be  saved  in 
the  expenditures  of  this  year,  it  contributes  but  a 
small  proporiion  of  the  whole  amount  expected  to 
be  reduced.  We  are  dealing  with  millions.  More 
than  three  millions  and  a  quarter  is  the  amount  of 
redaction  proposed;  and  all  tbe  items  with  which 
we  have  been  famished  amount  to  but  a  few  hun- 
dred thonsands,  viz: 
On  pensions  -  •  •  $200  480 

For  removal  of  Tridians      -  •      56,710 

On  pablie  buildings  -  •    303,000 

Seminole  hostilities  -  -    300,000 


Total 


#760,190 


Assuming  this  statement  la  be  correct,  wbich  it 
is  not,  and  that  this  whole  reduction  could  be  made, 
it  is  nearly  counterbalanced  by  one  single  item  of  a 
new  c  large  upon  the  year  1841,  for  which  no  cibr- 
re ."tponding  expendilure  was  made  in  1840.  I  mean 
the  payments  for  the  census — a  scrv.'ce  rendered  in 
1840,  and  for  which  appropriations  wt^re  made  that 
year,  but  have  not  been  expended— not  drawn 
from  the  Treasury.  The  chirgj^  thus  imposed 
upon  1841  will  be  about  $720,000;  of  which  $550,- 
000  are  wanted  for  the  first  quarter;  the  balance 
will  fall  npon  the  residue  of  the  year,  "^his  single 
item,  new  in  its  character,  and  chargeable  solely 
upon  this  year,  very  nearly  meets  all  the  reduc- 
tions which  can  be  made  from  the  storees  indi- 
cated by  tbe  Secretary. 

But  I  bis  is  not  all.  Tbere  are  other  and  heavier 
expenses  to  fall  upon  the  Treasury  in  1841,  of 
which  Ihe  Secretary  takes  no  notice,  although  it  is 
scarcely  possible  be  wae  not  advised  of  them.  Tbe 
honorable  chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means  is 
equally  silent  npon  tbe  subjec',  Ibongh  well  knoicn 
to  him  also.  So  far  from  their  being  any  redac- 
tion this  year,  because  "hostilities  wi  h  ,tbe  Semi- 
noles must  be  nearer  to  a  close,"  there  'is  now  a 
proposition  before  Ihe  Commillee  of  Ways  and 
Means  for  an  appropriation  of  near  two  millions 
and  a  half  of  dollars,  submitted  by  tbe  Secretary  of 
War  on  tbe  17ih  December  last,  ten  days  only  after 
the  estimates  for  the  year  were  prepared.  The  ne- 
cessity for  this  is  teprcseoted  as  very  urgent.  Abont 
half  a  million  of  it  is  wanted  to  pay  for  arrear- 
ages of  1840,  for  services  already  rendered,  and 
which  ought  lo  have  been  a  charge  on  that  year, 
ane  not  on  1841.  Why  was  it..not  embraced  within 
the  estimates  for  this  yeai?  Was  in, not  known  to 
the  Secretary  on  the  7th  December,  the  date  of  his 
annual  report?  Was  it  kept  back  by  the  Secretary 
of'  War,  and  why  st?  His  repoit  is  daled  Decem- 
ber 5.  Now,  sir,  on  the  13th  November  preceding, 
the  Paymaster  General,  in  obedience  lo  the  direc- 
tions of  Ihe  Secretary  of  War,  submitied  to  him  an 
estimate,  amounting  to  $250,690,  for  ihe  payment 
of  militia  mustered  into  service  in  1840-  On  the 
17th  December,  the  Secretary  of  War  speaks  of  it 
in  these  words: 

'This  pay  is  now  due;  and,  as  the  troops  stand  much  in  need 
of  it,  justice  to  them  requires  that  it  should  be  paid  to  them  at 
the  earliest  possible  day." 

Again,  General  Jesup,  on  the  14ih  November, 
submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  hit  direc- 
tions, "tn  estimate  of  the  amoant  witich  will  pro- 
bably be  required  for  the  service  of  this  depart- 
ment in  prosecuting  tbe  war  in  Flcrida."  This 
estimate,  including  twa  hundred  thousand  dollars 
for  arreais  of  1840,  expenses  already  incurred,  but 
■not  paid,  amoums  to  $1,300,000;  of  which  be  re- 
quested that  #400,000  might  be  appropriated  "as 
early  in  the  session  as  possible,"  being  wanted  for 
immediate  use.  On  the  23th  November,  General 
Jesup,  in  another  report  to  tbe  Secretary  of  War, 
says  that  the  failure  of  the  Aikansas  "delegation  to 
eflect  a  satisfactory  arrangement  with  the  Semi, 
noles  induces  "tbe  belief  that  a  greater  amount  will 
probably  be  raquired  than  that  for  which  I  pre- 
sented an  eslimate  on  the  14lh  instant."  Again,  I 
inquire,  why  were  not  these  sums,  tbiis  approvec( 
by  ihe  Secretary  of  War,  and  made  known  to  him 
by  the  middle  of  November,  and  urgently  requested 
on  the  17th  December — why  were,ihey  not  embraced 
within  the  estimates  submi'ted  on  7ib  December? 
For  the  reason  before  suggested.  That  is  i  docu- 
ment widely  circuUted — the, official  exposition  of 
the  financial  condition  of  the  co«nt>y-l-of  i's  in- 
come and  its  disbursements — a  document  which 
warns  us  not  to  exceed  tbe  e.uimate.^  and  attempts 
to  show  that  gieat  reductions  can  be ,  effected  in 
the  expendiiures  of  this  year.  If  these  sums  bad 
been  included  in  Ihe  estimates:,  all  these  boasted 
reductions  would  have  been  scattered  to  the  winds. 
The  fallacy  woald  have  been  obvious.  But  lhe«e 
are  charges  upcn  the  year,  wbich  I  see  no  way  of 
avoiding.  Tbe  expense  has  been  incurred  and  is 
n»v  going  on  under  Executive  anihority  alone.  It 
requires  no  sanction  from  Congress,  and  we  have 
no  alternative  but  lo  supply  the  means  of  defraying 
it.  I  have  already  said  that  near  half  a  million 
is  required  to  defray  the  arrearages  of  1840.  The 
balance  is  ruquired  for  pay,  subsistence,  ordnance, 
and  th«  Ctnartermaslei  Qeaeral's  Deparlment,  9^ 
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castoned  principally,  if  not  wholly,  by  rctainiog  in 

service  about  2,000  men  called  miliiia  and  volnn- 

tecn.    They  are  already  in  the  service,  by  Execo- 

live  direetioa,  and  the  Secretary  proposes  to  retain 

tiiein  during  the  year,  or  until  the  war  be  closed. 

The  estimate  is  in  thislorm: 

For  arrearages  to  militia,  service  of 

1840         .  .  .  .    $331,244  03 

For  pay  of  Georgia  volunteers,  three  - 
months  1840        •  .  .       29,446  OS 

For  the  Quartermaster  Qeneral,  as 
before  stated         .  .  .  1,300,000  00 

For  pay  of  1500  mounted  and^O 
foot  volunteers  for  the  year  1841, 
estimated  by  Paymaster  General,     489,010  96 

For  pay  of  one  battalion  foot  volun- 
teers        .  .  .  -.       77,206  82 

For  subsistence  for  militia  and  volun- 
teers and  inhabittnts,  estimated  by 
the  Commisiary  General  of  Subsis> 
tence        ....     222,421  87 

For  Medical  Department,  by  Sur- 
geon General       .  .       16,000  00 

For  Ordnance  Department,  by  Colo- 
nel of  Ordnance   .  .  .       30,000  00 

$2,385,329  75 

To  show  that  the^e  expenses' are  already  par- 
tially •'■nearred,  and  are  now  going  on,  daily,  and 
weekly  and  monthly,  I  will  read  from  the  report  of 
the  War  Departmetit: 

In  order  tj  render  the  regular  forcea  available  liir  ollenrire 
operationi,  a  brigade  nf  Florida  militia  wasraiaed  for  lliede- 
feace  of  Middle  Florida,  and  placed  under  the  command  ofBri- 
gaiier  General  Leigh  ReadoIiheTerritorial  militia-"      / 

"The  troops  that  were  in  the  lerrice  of  the  Territory  in  vir- 
toe  of  a  law  of  the  L.egisiaiureof  Florida,  were  muitered  into  - 
that  of  the  United  States,  and  form  part  of  General  Read's  bri- 
gadOj  whict>  has  been  increaaedto  1,200  mount&l  and  500  foot 
man,  and  may  be  raised  to  1,500  mounted,  and  501} foot;  a  force 
wlilch  la  considereil  ample  fur  the  proiecUnn  of  ^tlut  portion  of 
ilie  Territory  assigned  to  G-;n.  Read's  command.  *  ' 

**Ttie  regular  troops  now  in  Florida  amount  to  about  4,600 
meo,  and  tlie  militia  in  service  to  about  2,000.  t  recommend 
that  autlkority  be  given  the  Executive  to  engage  the  services  of 
thia  deacription  of  troop4  for  a  twelvemonth,  or  during  the 
coolicuance  of  hosiilitles  in  Flori«Ia.  The  teinrof  three  months 
M  much  too  Bhorcto  insure  efiiclency,  and  frequent  enlistments 
are  a  fruitfal  aource  ofinaubordinaiion  aa  well  as  of  great  addi- 
tiomtl  expanae." 

General  Jesup  also  says,  under  date  of  Novem- 
ber 23tb: 

"There  art  outstanding  claims  to  a  considerable  amount, 
arising  out  &1  the  volunteer  and  militia  set  vice,  which  have 
been  recognised  by  the  Execuiive,!and  for  the  payment  of  which 
fun  la  are  required.  Means  are  also  neceaeery  to  carry  on  the 
aerviea  during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  (ISiO,)  as  well  as  to 
provide  for  the  approaching  campaigii.  The  urgency  of  an 
«»  ImmetUale  appropiiatlon  is  therfore  obvious." 

Mow,  sir,  Irom  these  extracts,  it  is  obvious  that 
the  miliiia  aod  volunteers  are  already  in  the  ser- 
'vice,  and  that  it  is'iniended  to  keep  them  in  the  ser- 
vice. They  are  called  out  by  the  Executive  for  a 
period  of  three  monthii;  and,  when  thai  expires, 
they  are  discharged,  and  immediately  called  out  for 
another  term  of  three  months;  and  soon,  amount- 
ing to  constant  service.  This,  probably,  the  Exe- 
cutive has  the  power  to  do,  under  existing  laws-, 
•nd  thi?,  it  is  manifest,  be  intends  to  do,  and  the  es- 
timates are  fjained  accordingly.  The  authority 
which  the  Secretary  requeats  is,  not  to  call  out  an 
additional  force  of  2,000  men,  over  and  above 
what  are  now  in  the  service,  for  a  twelvemonth, 
but  to  extend  the  term  for  which  he  is  now  autho- 
rized to  call  them  on>,  from  three  to  twelve  month?. 
If  it  be  granted,  very  wellj  the  expenses  ate  not 
increased  by  it,  because,  if  it  be  not  gt  anted,  he 
will  exercise  the  power  he  now  possesses,  and  take 
tham  info  service  from  three  months  to  three 
months,  as  locg  as,  in  his  judgment,  it  is  nece;siry. 
In  either  mode  the  service  is  rendered,  and  Con. 
Kress  must  supply  the  means  of  payment.  It  is, 
therefore,  apparent  that  the  appropriation  request- 
ed, of  near  two  and  a  half  millions,  is  not  at  all 
dependent  upon  whether  Congress  grants  or  with- 
holds the  authority  to  call  the  militia  and  volun- 
teers mto  service  for  a  tern  of  twelve  months. 
This  expense  is  going  on,  and  will  go  on,  unless 
the  Execotiv?,  after  4>h  March,  order  this  descrip- 
tion of  fore*  to  b;  disbanded.  It  will  not  be  done 
before;  and,  if  done  then,  the  expenJitures  will 
probably  amount  to  at  least  a  millicn  of  dollars, 
which  will  fall  on  1841,  but  embraced  within  the 
esttmates  of  the  year.  To  give  a  liitle  further  in- 
sight  into  ihis  expenditure,  and  the  mode  in  which 
Of  tratloDs  in  Florida  are  condocted,  I  will  read  a 


letter  fVom  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Army, 
of  high  rank,  now  on  duty  there,  not  known  to  me 
personally,  but  who,  I  am  assured  by  an  honorable 
member  of  the  House,  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  is 
a  gentleman  of  high  reputation,  and  of  the  strict- 
est honor  and  veracity.  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  give 
his  name;  the  reasons  for  which  every  gentleman 
can  readily  appreciate.  I  will  read  only  the  p;>r- 
tion  of  it  bearing  on  this  subject.    It  l.t  da'ed 

"St.  AijofsTisE,  Decen,b;r  31, 1840. 

"Before  it  was  Icnown,  last  summer,  whether  ilie  bill  auibo- 
rizine  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  accept  the  se^^icoa 
of  not  exceeding 2,500  volunteers  would  or  would  not  pass  in 
Coagreas,  a  forceof  500  mounted  and  500  foot  militia weroauiho- 
rized  by  the  r'ecretary  of  War  to  be  received  into  the  aervice 
of  the  United  States  m  Florida.  The  mounted  force  was  after- 
watxls  doubled;  nnil  again  in  September  increased  lo  t,200;  all 
to  be  called  Florida  militia,  and  to  he  mustered  for  a  term  of 
three  months.  The  mounted  force  was  all  mustered  Jn,  and, 
when  the  first  term  expired,  discharged,  and  re-mustered  for  a 
second  term  of  threo  monthly;  and  tfiis  practice  is  lo  continue, 
so  OS  to  perpetuate  the  force,  txith  mounted  cmd  foot,  in  service. 
None  of  the  loot  were  mustered  till  recently,  and  not  till  they 
were  assured  the  duty  to  be  required  of  them  would  not  take 
them  from  home.  In  going  hence  to  Tallahassee,  in  October 
last,  I  saw  a  letter  from  a  lieutenant  colonel  of  militia  in  this 
mounted  force,  lo  a  man  wlio-wns  requealetl  to  raise  a  foot  com- 
pany,  in  which  It  was  slated,  the  men  of  the  company  will  re- 
main ai  home,  and  If  any  todiaoaur  signs  of  them  shall  be  dis- 
covered, worti  will  be  seortn  the  nearest  mounted  foiceiogo 
in  pursoiL  This  changed  the  disposition  in  several  compa 
nies,  and  Induceil  the  members  lo  become  foot  men  instead  of 
mounted-  Since  my  arrival  here,  I  have  been  furnlabed  wiih 
the  following  copy  cfrom  the  original)  of  a  letter  from  the  Bri- 
gapier  General  in  command  of  the  Florida  militia.  lis  genuine- 
ness cannot  be  doubled,  for  the  order  is  in  the  handwriiine  of 
that  officer.  It  is  proper  for  me  to  mention  that  there  is  no  Flo. 
rida  militia  in  Middle  or  East  Florida-  except  a  small  company 
uniformed  in  this  place  and  in  Tallahassee.  None  else  have 
had  the  least  or^nizaiion  since  ilie  commencement  of  the  war; 
and  theconrpanies  now  in  service,  and  called  *Flonda  militia' 
by  order,  are  made  up  of  such  as  are  willing  to  serve  in  them 
-'Some  residents  .in  the  country,  many  discharged  soldiers, 
citizens  from  Georgia,  and  sonie  entire  companies  from  that 
St&ta. 

[Copy  iif  Order.] 
"  'lIsAD  Quartbrs  FLORtna  Bbioadv. 
NswNaNsvtLLi!,  Dec.  4.  ISIO. 

"  'The  troops  of  the  Sedentary  Infantry  service,  of  which 
Captain  Brocr's  company  is  an  integral  portion,  aliall  not, 
at  anytime,  bo  ordered  on  active  duty;  nor  will  It  ever  oc- 
cur, during  their  term  of  service,  that  they  shall  be  ordered  to 
march  a  greater  distance  than  twenty  miles  beyond  the  head, 
quarters  ol  their  respective  companies.  They  will  be  directed 
10  remain  at  their  usual  places  of  abode,  and  expected  to  engage 
sedulously  in  thepuisnit  of  their  usual  occupations. 

[Signed!  "•LEIGH  READ, 

"  'Brig.  Gen.  Florida  Brig. 

"  'Captain  BaoEn,  Mandarin.' 

"Thia  'sedentary' aervice  for  which  they  are  paid,  subsisted, 
clad,  and  doctureo,  is  suggested,  as  I  am  credibly  informoil,  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  G.^neral  Read.  His  lettera  of  October 
last,  will  no  doubt  show  it." 

We  have  hers  some  account  of  the  mcde  of 
conducting  affairs  in  Florida:  "a  sendentary  infan- 
try," "directed  to  remain  at  their  usual  places  of 
ab;  d;,  and  expected  to  engag*  sedulously  in  the 
pursuit  ofiheir  usual  occupaiions."  The  value 
aod  ihe  economy  of  this  description  of  force  may 
be  in  some  degree  appreciated  by  the  description 
which  G  tieral  Jesnp  gives  of  the  laborious  duty 
devolving  on  his  department.  Among  others,  he 
instances  "the  examination  of  accounts  purporting 
to  have  been  certified  by  volunteer  and  militia  offi- . 
cers,  for  the  services  of  boats,  wagons,  and  other 
means  of  transportation,  and  for  supplies  of  fo- ' 
rage,  fuel,  building  mateiiab,  camp  equipage,  &c. 
purporting  to  have  been  purchased,  which  accounts 
are  found,  upon'  investigation,'  to  be  entire  fabrica- 
tions, both  in  cerificates  and  affi  lavits,  or  to  have 
been  certified  by  the  ofiice'S  under  the  mistaken 
idea  that  this  was  the  proper  mean  of  obtaining, 
through  the  amounts  so  charged,  payment  for  sop- 
plies  which  they  believed  should  have  been  fur- 
nished in  kind  to  Iheirmen." 

The  result  of  this  is,  that,  so  far  from  anticipat- 
ing any  diminution  of  expenditures  on  account  of 
the  Florida  war,  an  excess  of  expenditures  in  1841 
of  two  millions  of  dollars  seems  inevitable. 

But,  further:  there  are  other  expenditures  falling 
upfii  1841,  from  which  the  Treasury  was  relieved 
in  1840.  The  postponed  appropriations  amount, 
as  well  as  I  can  judge',  to  about  a  million  and  a 
half.  In  many  instances,  the  work,  for  which  Ihe 
appropriation  was  ile-igned  has  been  already  done, 
and  the  malerial.s  furnished;  upon  foriificalions, 
foris,  ordnance,  navy,  yards,  &c.  The  sfrvice  of 
1840,  and  the  expenditures  consequent  thereon, 
have  thus  been  thrown  on  1841;  and  are  a  proper 
charge  of  increased  expenditure  for  the  latter  year. 
The  sum  alrtady  appropriated  for  navy  pensions!, 
^150,000,  is  also  a  charge,  a;  alraady  stated,  on 
this  year,  from  which  the  last.wos  exempt.    There 


are  various  others,  such  as  the  claims  of  Maiae  for 
miliiia  services,  about  |225.000,  private  bilk,&r. 
nowhere  embraced  in  the  estimates;  bat  all  of  t^ 
description  I  will  group  together  on  a  rate  iai- 
ni>hcd  by  tha  Sccreiary  hitn.self,  aod  wbidi  wai 
formerly  practiced  upon.  In  bis  report  ssbiBined 
in  D?ccmbe.-,  1837,  speaking  of  the  exp«adinirta  of 
the  year,  he  says: 

"The  propriety  of  adding  also  the  conlir.geQi  atim  rfxl  leas 
one  million  of  dollars  to  cover  approptia<iona   made  by  Cw 
gross  beyond  the  estimates,  has  been  so  fully  reateJ  Ijy  ffctex 
perienceof  several  years  past,lliat  the  correctncna  of  Ihe  nra. 
sure  may  no  longer  be  considered  as  doubtful.     Bat  llw  usoil 


eMSe^sofappropiintions  thus  made  by  Con^resa  IsticttmpgF-I 
by  the  undersigned  lo  any  apeeal  inallwilion  or  eslava. 
gance." 

In  estimating  the  appropriations  for  ihecoBiu 
year,  the  Secretary  entJhracps  noihing  for  this  eoa- 
tingent  sum,  and  his  estimate  cf  disbtiraemenis  ii 
predicated  upon  that  of  appropriations.     Now,  sir, 
t0  5um  up  the  comparative  expenditures  of  ihe  two 
years,  now  does  it  stand? 
Actual  expenditure  in  1840,  for  car- 
rent  expenses       .  .  .    123,489,349 
Deduct  saving  on  the  items  enamo- 
rated  by  the  Secretary      .  .       '   7^193 


Deduct  further,  excess  Jail  year  for 
long  session  .  .  . 


Si.  739^59 
300^0 


Would  leave  for  the  expenditure  of 
1841,  unlets  some  further  reduc- 
tion cau  be  shown  .  .     21,439,IS9 

Add  expense  of  census   .       721,000 

Florida  war        .  ..    2,385.329 

Navy  pensions  .  .       150,000 

Posi  pcned  appropriations    1,500,000 

ContiDgent  sum  .    1,000,000 

5.756,3a» 


Expenditures  of  1841,  ba&ed  on  those 
of  1840    .  .  -  .    $27,185,483 

This  is  the  sum  for  ordinary  and  coneni  expen- 
ditures merely,  which,  by  the  course  of  policy  and 
the  measures  of  the  Administration  now  in  power, 
has  been  thrown  npon  the  present  year,  and  for 
which  those  who  are  soon  to  administer  tbe  Go- 
vernment are  in  no  degree  responsible.  I  have  Ml 
included  the  debt  doe  on  account  of  this  I^iwrw*, 
being  a  charge  of  $60,000  more  this  year  than  the 
last.  Let  that  stand  as  part  of  the  "coaliiigient 
million."  To  this  aggregate  is  iben  to  be  adiW 
tbe  redemption  of  Treasury  notes  ouixtandiDg,  ts- 
■saei  under  former  law«  eslimaied  by  tbe  Srcieiary 
at  (14,500,000,  aod  we  have  the  tum  tota^  for  Ihe 
service  of  the  year  of  thirty-one  millions  six  Im- 
dred  and  eighty-five  thousaud  dollars,(^1.6S5,0M>.> 
This  e;>timale,  I  am  aware,  diflers  widely  {pm 
that  of  tbe  Secretary,  He  assumes  that  the  «x- 
peudimres  of  the  year,  "for  ordinary  purposes,"  it 
Congress  makes  no  reduction  from  the  estimate 

will  be fl9.350JXI0 

For  the  funded  debt  and  District  debt  149,900 

For  the  redemption  of  Treaspty  notes        4,500,000 


Amounting  in  the  whole,  to .  .    ^91,899,500 

Before  placing  that  implicit  reliance  apaa  this 
estimate  which  the  honorable  chaitnan  iloe^  I  de- 
sire to  see  the  calculations  of  tbe  Secietarjr— tba 
manner  in  which  he  proposes  lo  distribute  tWai4n6- 
teen  millions  and  a  quarter  among  the  diffecent 
branches  of  the  servitse — where  the  ledttctiontaia 
fall.  When  tbe  honoiable  chairman  said  that  be 
might  possibly  be-tcld  that  tbe  estimates  of  iba  Se- 
cretary were  not  to  be  telied  upon,  he  only  repeat- 
ed what  is  the  common  judgmettt  of  tbe  coontijr- 
Experience  has  not  furnished  los  much  groood  to 
such  reliance;  and,  indeed,  ihe  genileman  Umelf 
labored  considerably  to  demotutrate  Ihe  diffie^^, 
if  not  impossibility,  especially  in  these  tiiatAM 
"ductuation,"  of  forming  any  e^timatis  wM^ 
woujd  be  Itkely  to  be  vetified  by  tbe  resulis.  ■  J 
readily  admit  that,  for  myself,  I  do  not  place  mneh 
confidence  in  the  accuracy  of  the  estimates.  They 
seem  to  me  to  be  formed,  not  upon  ibe  wants  and 
rtquiiements  of  the  service,  but  in  reference  to  the 
ability  of  ihe  Treasury,  and  so  furmet)  as  to  pto- 
ducs  a  desired  result.  Sums  total  are  assnmeii  ia 
the  first  place,  and  then  the  component  iiesu  on 
ranged  to  meet  tbe  aggregate.    Tbe  Adimiusli«- 
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lion  desires  to  make  a  favorable  exhibition  of  iis 
fiscal  affaire,  and  to  show  that  ibe  income  of  the 
year  will  exceed  aU  its  disbnisemeats.  Nothing  is 
easier.  '  Assume  the  receipts  will  be  so  much,  inA 
divide  it  up  among  the  vatioas  soarces  of  revenue; 
then  asfuoie  the  disburseaients  to  be  so  much,  and 
frame  the  esi nates  accordingly  for  the  various 
branches  of  service;  and  deductiog  the  one  from 
ttie  otker  furnishes  ejfactly  the  foregone  conclusion. 
I  say  it  (earns  to  me  that  this  is  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding; and  ibis  supposition  is  verified  by  state- 
ments appearing  in  the  documents  submitted  to  us. 
General  Jesap,  in  bis  report  of  23th  November, 
a  id  also  in  hii  letter  of  14ih  November,  says,  "at 
the  last  session  of  Congress  I  presented  an  estimate, 
for  the  service  in  Florida,  of  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars;  that  estimate  I  was  requited  to  modify, 
and  reduce  one-half."  He  did  reduce  it :  not 
because  the  wants  of  the  service  would  admit  of  it, 
but  because  be  was  "required"  to  do  so  in  conse- 
quence of  the  condition  of  the  Treasury.  The  re- 
sult shows  that  the  sum  first  proposed  was  wanted; 
and  so  pressing  was  the  necessity  that  he  required 
f  400,000  early  in  the  pretenl  session,  growing  out 
of  the  reduction  of  bis  first  estimate. 

The  same  thing  appears  in  the  estimatcsibr  the 
naval  service,  submitted  at  tliis  session.  The  navy 
commissioner:^,  by  whom  these  estimates  are  pre- 
pared, say  that  they  were  limited  to  the  sum  total  of 
five  million  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  All 
that  was  left  to  their  discretion  was,  to  appottion 
this  sum  among  the  various  objects  of  expenditore 
in  that  branch  of  the  public  service.  So  much  for 
pay  of  officers  and  .^eamen;  so  much  for  provisions, 
medical  stores  &■<!.;  so  much  for  superint«nJen!s 
and  naval  constiuctcrs  at  the  several  yards;  sp 
mnch  for  'hospital.'*;  so  much  for  increase,  repair, 
armament,  equipment,  and  wear  and  t»ar  of  ves- 
sels in  commi:>sion;  and  3U  much  for  improvement 
and  repairs  at  the  navy  yards,  &c.  How  was  this 
a^regate  of  $5,025,000  obtained?  Not  because  it 
would  cover  all  the  wants  and  necessities  of  the 
service— by  no  means.  No  estimate  had  been 
formed  on  that  basis.  No;  but  it  was  a  sum  arbi 
trarily  assnmed,  and  the  commissioners  were  di- 
zected  to  make  their  details  conform  to  it.  They 
piainly  inform  us  that  this  is  not  enough.  They 
lind  themselves  unable  to  allow  more  than  $100,000 
of  it  for  increase  of  the  navy,  out  of  which  they 
-wish  to  finish  the  two  steamers  now  being  built, 
and  the  frigate  Congress,  and  to  commence  a  new 
steamer,  which  they  wished  to  do  last  year,  but 
"were  only  prevented  from  including  in  the  esti- 
matej  of  1840  by  ihejiupposed  necessity  of  limiting 
ibe  estioiates  to  a  certain  amount."  It  seems  this 
ir.ode  of  forming  estimates  was  adopted  last  year 
also.  In  regard  to  the  navy  yards,  they  say  "the 
boatd  are  of  opinion  that  much  larger  expenditures 
would  be  very  desirab'e,  (o  place  them  in  a  proper 
situation  to  operate  efficiently  in  a  period  of  war. 
It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  the  estimates  submit- 
ted to  us  are  not  founded  upon  the  interests  of  the 
service,  or  the  wants  of  the  country,  but  are  arbi- 
trarily asiumed  to  bring  out  a  desired  result.  In 
any  estimates  so  framed,  I  declare  again  I  have 
very  little  confidence. 

If  the  expenditures  of  the  year  are  to  be  what  I 
have  endeavored  to  show  they  must  be,  or  any 
where  near  it,  it  is  manifest  that  the  revenues  and 
receipts  of  it,  from  all  sources,  will  be  inadequate 
to  meet  them. 

The  Secretary  estimates  the  whole  receipts  of  the 
year  at  twenty-two  million  five  hundred  and  eighty 
thousand  dollars.  This  would  fall  short  of  the  or- 
dinary expenses  near  five  millions,  being  almost  as 
large  a  deficit  as  existed  last  year. 
But  to  this  sum         .  .  .    $22,580,000 

Add  available  balance  on  hand  .  1,580,855 
Expected  receipts  from  banks  .  S20  000 

Balaniie  of  Treasury  notes,  authorized 

by  act  of  March  31, 1840     .  .       342,618 


And  we  have  the  whole  resontcfes  of 

the  Treasury  for  the  year,  as  stated 

by  the  Secretary  himself     .     .      .$34,723,473 

In  regard  to  these  estimates,  I  think  they  are 

tomewhat  nearer  what  will  be  realized,  thaii  those 

for  the  expenditntes  are.    I  differ  with  the  honora- 


ble member  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Barnard,]  as 
to  the  probable  receipts  from  customs,  and  shall  not 
be  surprised  if  they  come  quite  up  to  what  is  sup- 
posed by  the  Secr«tary.  The  receipts  last  year 
were  not  far  from  thirteen  millions.  We  all  know 
that  basiaess  is  recovering  from  ihs  stagnation  and 
lethargy  in  which  it  was  then  sunk.  Men  begin  to 
feel  confidence,  and  look  forward  in  the  assurance 
that  the  country  is  no  longer  to  be  effiicted  with  a 
succession  of  visionary  experiments.  Importations 
are  mticb  greater  now  than  they  were  at  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  last  year — I  shonid  think  nearly 
double.  Homeward  freights  are  quick,  and  rising. 
All  accounts  from  the  English  papers  represent  the 
American  trade  as  briskly  reviving.  It  would  re- 
tjuire  an  increase  of  about  fifty  per  cent,  on  theira- 
por'ationsi  of  last  year  to  give  nineteen  millions  of 
revenue;  and  this,  in  ordinary  times,  would  be  a 
great  increase.  But  the  iirportations  of  last  year 
w«re  .^mall,  and  tift  country  is  somewhat  drained  of 
foreign  good.o.  Probably  the  business  in  the  lalttr 
part  of  the  year  may  decline  to  some  extent,  in  con 
sequence  of  the  great  reduction  of  duties  to  take 
place  on  31st  December  next.  Besides,  there  will 
probably  be  a  large  importation  of  free  goods, 
from  the  apptehension  that  duties  may  be  imposed 
upon  them  at  the  next  ses<:ion  of  Congress;  and 
this  may,  to  .some  extent,  check  the  importation  of 
dutiable  articles.  However,  as  these  are  all  rpe- 
culatinns,  which  may  or  may  not  b« 'correct,  and 
as  I  cannot  assign  reasons  in  which  I  have  much 
confidence  inyself  for  supposing  the  Secretary's  esti- 
mate greatly  too  large,  I  am  willing  to  adopt  it,  as 
.showing  the  probable  receipts  of  the  year.  What, 
then,  will  be  the  deficiencyl  What  amount  of  ad- 
ditional means  will  be  required  ,to  meet  the  expen- 
ditures of  the  yeat? 
Whole  expenditures,  as  before  stated  $3 1, 685,000 
Whole  resources  -  -  -    24  723,473 


Deficit         -  -  -      6,961,527 

Deduct  Treasury  ttotes  proposed  by 
the  bill  -  .  -      5,000,000 


Deficit        -  -  -      1,961,527 

Add  least  balance  which  ought  to 
be  in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of 
tl^e  year,  the  Secretary  slates      -      2,000,000 


$3,961,527 
So  that,  in  addition  to  the  sum  now  proposed  to 
be  issued,  we  shall  require  for  the  service  of  the 
year,  and  to  leave  a  suflicieat  balance  in  the  Trea- 
sury at  the  end  of  it,  a  further  sum  of  at  least  four 
millions.  It  is  not  safe  to  proceed  without  it.  If 
Congress  will  provide  for  the  redoiupiion  of  the 
notes  now  outstanding  in  some  other  mode,  and 
not  make  them  chargeable  iipon  the  revenue  of 
thi!«year,  in  my  judgment,  ihe  five  millions  now 
proposed  will  be  sufficient  to  cairy  us  through  it. 
The  Secretary  himself  seems  to  have  some  lurking 
apprehen<!ions  that  this  may  be  necessary;  for  he 
suggests  thit  it  may  be  found  expedient  to  autho- 
rize "a  contract  to  be  made,  under  proper  restric- 
tions, extending  tho  pericd  of  payment  of  a  portion 
of  the  temporary  liabilities  falling  due  in  that 
year,"  (1841.)  This  is  very  softlyexpressed,  to  be 
sure.  He  does  not  recommend  the  reL^soe  of  the 
Treasury  notes,  because  he  assured  us  ihey  could 
all  be  redeemed  last  year;  and  he  had  just  demon- 
strated that  they  certainly  could  be  in  this.  He 
does  not  even  speak  of  them  as  "Treasury  notes." 
No;  they  have  becom:  "temporary  liabilities."  He 
would  not  reissue  them,  but  would  merely  make 
"a  contract"  to  postpone  payment."  How  far  this 
operation  would  differ  from  a  debt,  or  from  bor- 
rowing money,  gentlemen  can  judge  for  them- 
selves. It  strikes  me  as  being  very  much  the  same 
thing.  Now,  sir,  is  it  not  apparent,  from  Ibis  re- 
view et  the  stale  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  pros- 
pects for  the  current  year,  that  there  is  a  deficiency 
in  our  revenue — a  permanent  deficiency?  But  we 
have  been  told  by  the  Secretary,  and  it  is  repeated 
by  ihe  chairman  of  the  Cummitlee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  that  it  is  merely  temporary;  nominal  rather 
than  r-ial;  ihe  result  of  the  fluctuations  between  the 
rece<p'.s  and  expenditures  in  different  portions  of 
the  }ear.  I  hardly  know  what  ideas  gentlemen  at- 
tach to  these  words,  "permanent''  and  "tempora- 


ry." The  receipts,  every  year,  for  four  yearis  past, 
have  fallen  short  of  the  expenditures,  upon  an  ave- 
rage, nearly  eight  millions.  It  most  be  so  this 
year,  though  to  a  less  amount.  In  the  next  year 
(1842)  the  deficiency  will  be  grettier  still,  uirless 
Dew  sources  of  revenue  are  opened.  If  this  be  not 
a  "pertnanent"  deficiency — a  deficiency  which  has 
existed  four  years— which  now  exists — and  will 
continue  to  exi^t  and  increase,  nnlefs  some  modifi- 
cation of  the  laws  affecting  the  receipts  be  made,  I 
confess  I  do  not  know  what  a  permanent  deficiency 
is.  The  Secretary  infoims  us  that  the  reduction  of 
duties  next  year  will  amount  to  about  five  millioas 
of  dollars;  and,  tjnless  the  expenditures  be  reduced 
in  a  corresponding  degree,  there  will  ihen  be  a  de- 
ficiency, which  may  be  considered  permanent,  to 
the  amount  of  about  five  millions;  and  he  adds, 
"this  may  be  considered  the  first  of  that  character 
which  will  occur  under  the  tariff  act  of  1833." 

I  do  not  see  the  distinction  which  Is  in  the  Se- 
cretary's mind  between  such  a  deficiency  and  that 
which  now  exists.  Under  the  reduction  of  duties 
which  has  betn  going  on,  and  the  increase  of  ex- 
penditures, we  find  ourselves  without  sufficient 
revenue  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Government. 
It  will  be  so,  to  a  greater  exten',  in  1842.  There 
may  be  a  difference  in  the  amount  of  deficiency; 
but  I  CJtn  perceive  none  in  the  character  of  it;  both 
seem  to  me  to  be  permanent.  The  history  of  the 
last  four  years  demonstrates  that  the  deficiency  is 
not  temporary;  not  occasioned  by  "fluctuations," 
by  heavy  disbursements  in  one  pan  of  the  year 
to  be  supplied  by  increased  receipts  in  anoiber 
part.  The  heavy  expenditures  have  run  through 
the  whole  year,  and  have  been  mel,  not  by  accru- 
ing revenue,  but  by  Treasury  notes,  and  by  funds 
which  h.ad  accumulated  in  preceding  year>-,  and 
the  cipiitil  which  was  invested  in  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  All  these  resonrcss  hive  been 
exhausted;  and  that  brings  us  to  consider  how  the 
Secretary  proposes  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  the 
present  and  of  future  years.  What  "plans  for  the 
mprovement  of  the  revenue"  has  he  "digested  and 
prepared,"  as  is  his  duty  to  do,  by  the  act  establish- 
ing the  Treasury  D.-partmentl  What  measures 
doss  he  propose?  In  the  first  place,  as  regards  the 
present  year,  after  suggesting  that  a  "contract 
might  be  made  to  extend  the  lime'  of  payment  of 
the  'temporary  liabilities,' "  and  thus  relieve  the 
Treasury,  he  announces  that  such  is  not  his  plan. 
"The  best  mode,"  he  says,  would  be  "without 
eitlier  an  extension  of  tills  kind,  or  a  loan,  or  a 
further  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  or  a  change  in  the 
tariff;  but  merely  by  lessening  the  appropriations 
below  the  estimates."  That  is  his  mode.  If  you 
have  not  got  revenue  enough  to  carry  o'n  the  opera* 
tions  of  Government,  to  meet  its  current  expense?, 
why,  stop  operations,  neglect  your  duty,  abandon 
the  protection  of  the  public  interests.  That  is  all 
very  simple  and  very  easy;  and  then  you  will  have 
no  dtficiency,  no  debt,  no  increased  duties,  no 
Treasury  notes.  Take  no  measures  to  supply 
mean:,  but  spend  what  you  happen  to  have,  and 
stop  tliere.  That  is  the  recommspdation.  But  if 
Congress  thinks  that  is  not  the  best  mode  of  car- 
rying on  ih;  public  service,  then  he  tuggests  "se- 
condary measures."  Enforce  the  present  tariff 
laws,  stop  frauds  and  evasions,  modify  the  system 
of  drawbacks  aDd  bounties.  Really,  sir,  it  strikes 
me  that  these  ought  lo  be  regarded  as  primary,  and 
not  "secondary  measures."  They  should  be  first 
resorted  to,  and  that  on  other  and  higher  considera- 
tions than  as  merely  affecting  revenue.  But  the 
Secretary  looks  upon  them  in  no  other  light  than 
as  bringing  money  into  the  Treasury;  and  even 
ihat  he  prefers  lo  dispense  wit'j  for  his  favorite 
measure  of  reducing  appropriations  below  the  etti- 
mates.  Passing  over  the  political  offence  and  tur- 
pitude of  defrauding  the  revenue;  the  evil  exam- 
ple of  permitting  your  laws  to  be  violated;  the  in- 
jury indicted,  not  only  upon  public  liiorals,  hot 
upon  the  business  and  property  of  honest  mer- 
chants'and  fair  dealer.s,  who  pay  their  duties 
agreeably  to  the  laws,  the  Secretary  seems  to  be 
content,  and  supposes  all  these  evils  are sufiSciently 
cured  or  compensated,  merely  by  reduciujc  appro- 
priations below  what  he  himjelf,  and  those  charged 
with  the  administration  of  the  Government,  con- 
sider to  be  «sfeniyil  for  the  public  service.    Thea, 
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as"  to  "drawbacks,"  why  have  they  not  been  re- 
daced  lo  cotrefpond  to  the  rate  of  duties  impojed? 
Year  after  year  we  have  been  admonished  of  the 
fact  that  the  amount  of  drawback  npoa  certain 
articles  is  greater  than  the  amount  of  duty  received 
upon  Iheir  irapottation.  Why  has  it  not  been  cor- 
rectedt  Who  of  the  majority  of  Congress— they 
who  have  conlrolled  its  proceedings  and  shaped  its 
policy — who  has  found  time  to  attend  to  cuch 
small  matters  as  the  revenue  of  the  country,  when 
the  great  concerns  of  parly  were  at  stake?  But 
this  also  is  only  a  "sccondiry  measure,"  not  to  be 
itsoried  to  if  the  primary  one  of  reduction  can  be 
cirried  into  execution.  What  modification  of 
"bounties"  the  Secretary  thinks  suitable,  I  do  not 
nnder»tand.  Does  he  propo.'e  abolishing  the  fish- 
ing bountie^t  If  so,  I  shall  be  ready  to  say  some- 
thing in  regard  to  it  when  the  proposition  is  dis- 
tinctly submitted. 

In  the  nex(  place,  as  to  the  deficiency  which  the 
Secretary  admits  will  exist  next  year,  and  which 
may  be  considered  "permanent,"  what  remedy  docs 
he  propose  for  ill  What  mode' of  supplying  the 
means  necessary  to  conduct  the  aSairs  of  the  na- 
tion) Hear  him:  'The  idea  that  such  a  deficiency 
in  time  of  peace  ought  to  be  supplied  by  issues  of 
Treasury  notes,  or  by  a  loan,  has  never  been  enter- 
tained \ij  the  undersigned.  Nor  can  it  be  counte- 
nanced by  any  sound  principle,  either  of  finance  or 
political  economy."  Ih  this  sentiment  I  concur; 
and  can  only  regret  that  the  Secretary  has  not 
hitherto  recommended  s»me  other  remedy  than 
those  which  he  now  repudiates.  Then  as  to  re- 
calling any  of  the  deposites  with  the  Slates,  be 
thinks  that  is  "not  likely  lo  be  adopted." 

"Another  practicable  mode  would  be  to  resort  to 
direct  taxes."  Bat' this  he  regards  "unsuited  to 
the  general  habits,  and  unccnsenial  to  the  opinions 
of  most  of  our  pcpuUt-.on,"  and  abandons  -it. 
••Some  other  permanent  resource  must,  then,  be 
looked  to."  And  what  is  that  "permanent  re- 
source?" "The  choice  will  rest  between  the  large 
redaction  of  expenditures,'  with  the  other  accompa- 
nying measures  before  specified,  and  some  exten- 
sive modification  of  the  present  tarifl'.  Explana- 
tions have  heretofore  been  given  by  the  undersign- 
ed in  favor  of  theformer  course." 

Here  is  the  "permanent  resource"  which  the  Se- 
cretary recommends  for  supplying  revenue — 
"large  reduction  of  expenditures."  Now,  sir,  that 
ritay  be  a  tolerable  m  de  of  obviating  a  deficiency, 
but  as  a  "permanent  resource"  to  supply  it,  to  fur- 
nish revenue,  the  idea  is  somewhat  novel.  And 
the  Secretary  supposes  that  it  will  probably  piove 
sufficient  lo  meet  the  emergency,  "if  the  redaction 
be  pushed  vigorously,"  and  the  imports  shall  in- 
crease. A  "permanent  resource"  to  supply  an  ex- 
hausted Treasury,  and  provide  for  a  deficiency,  is 
to  push  a  vigorous  reduciir-n;  and  upon  what 
branches  of  iheservice  is  this  to  fall?  I:  is  cot  de- 
signed, I  suppose,  to  abolish  Congress,  or  the  Exe- 
cutive Departments,  or  to  break  up  our  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations,  or  to  dispense  wiih  the  judi- 
ciary. Tne  civil  list  must  be  maintained,  and  all 
persons  connected  with  it  paid.  Nobody  suggests 
that  the  army  ean  be  or  ought  to  be  reducsd;  many 
are  of  opinion  thit  it  onyht  to  be  increa<:ed.  The 
army,  also,  must  be  paid,  subsisted,  clothed,  and 
all  the  expenses  attendant  upon  it  must  be  met. 
I>oes  any  body  propose  to  diminish  the  naval 
force — the  number  if  persons  actually  employed, 
or  their  compen?alion1  They  must  be  paid  and 
fed.  Our  Indian  treaties  must  be  fulfilled;  and 
very  "heavy  burdens  hive  been  within  a  fow  years 
impof^ed  on  the  National  Treasury  from  this  souice. 
Where  will  yon' push  "a  vigorous  reduction,"  then? 
I  can  find  no  place  upon  which  this  process  may 
be  commenced  and  carried  on,  but  fortifications  and 
works  of  defence,  arsenal',  oidnance,  hariacUs, 
and  increase  and  improvement  of  the  navy  and 
navy-  yards.  Who,  that  knows  any  thicg  of  the 
actual  condition  of  these  various  works  and  ob- 
jects, will  recommend  "a  vigorcu'*  reduction"  hore? 
Read  the  reports  uptn  these  subjects,  submitted  by 
the  Departments  and  officers  having  charge  ot  them, 
and  what  a  humiliating  spectacle  do  we  find  exhi- 
bited, not  to  ourselves  alone,  but  to  the  world !  For- 
tifications uttfini;>h''d,  unarmed — ^some  of  them 
largely   dilapidated,  ind  reqairinj  txtensive  re- 


pairs; arsenals,  already  authorized  by  CoDgres», 
not  built  for  want  of  mean's;  barracks  not  com- 
menced, or  left  partially  completed;  and  in  every 
branch  of  the  military  service,  pressing  calis  for 
larger  appropriations.  Besides  ihes^,  how  many 
new  works  of  defence  have  been  projrcte-J,  and 
strongly  recommended  to  Congress,  upon  which 
nothing  ha'5  yet  been  done?  The  original  plan  i  f 
defences,  adopted  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  is 
very  far  from  being  completed.  Not  only  tew 
works  are  recommended  as  essential  to  the  protec- 
tion and  security  of  the  country,  by  distingui!^hed 
engineers  and  military  officers,  but  they  are  called 
for  by  the  people  iu  various  sections,  and  pressed 
upon  onr  attention  by  resolutions  of  Stale  Le- 
gislatures. Our  line  cf  coast,  as  well  as  of 
the  inland  frontier,  is  yet  very  imperfectly 
and  inadequately  protected,  ai^d  much,  very 
much,  remains  to  be  doni;  and  yet  we  ate 
admonished  lo  push  reductions  "vigorously." 
How  is  it  upon  ih:  Indian  frontier?  Are  we  to 
have  perpetual  peace  there?  Look  at  the  recom- 
mendations from  the  proper  department  for  milita- 
ry posts,  barracks,  fort.'),  &z.  in  that  quarter.  I  notice 
that  the  Governor  of  Arkansas,  in  bis  late  message 
to  the  Legislature,  complains  loudly  of  the  neglect 
of  the  General  Government  to  pro'/ide  suitable 
protection  on  the  frontiers  of  that  Sla'e;  and  inti- 
mates pretty  distinctly  that  Arkansas  will  tske  its 
o%n  defence  into  its  own  bands.  Is  this,  then,  a 
suitable  place  for  a  vigorous  "push"  for  reductions? 
And  so  upon  the  lakes  and  the  Niagara  frontier, 
there  is  a  loud  call  for  defence,  but  who  heeds  i  ? 
The  subject  is  not  even  considered  by  Congress. 
Every  thing  of  public  importance,  of  national 
benefit,  is  abandoned,  in  obedience  to  the  Secreta- 
ry'irecommendniion  of  the  vigorous  work  of  re- 
duction. 

Then  as  regards  the  Navy.  What  that  looks  at 
the  imbecility  which  has  so  long  marked  its  admi- 
nistration is  surprised  at  its  present  deplorable  con- 
dition? Ships  d«caying,  condemned  and  broken  up 
because  they  are  beyond  the  reach  of  repairs,  for 
want  of  eariy  and  seasonable  means.  Read  the 
report  ot  the  Navy  Commissioners  on  this  subject. 
The  larger  portion  of  our  vessels  seem  to  be  di- 
vided into  two  classes — those  "fit  for  repair,"  and 
those  not  fit.  Two  ships  of  ihe  line  are  now  lying, 
and  have  been  for  a  longti  me,  unable  lo  be  repair- 
ed for  want  of  a  dry  dock  at  New  Yoik,  which  has 
been  so  repeatedly  urged;  and  of  which  the  Com- 
missionerssay  tha', st  ihecost  of  a  million  of  dol- 
lars, it  is  a  "measure  of  true  economy  and  of  very 
great  adtrant?.ge,  with  lefcrcnce  to  the  future  lepair 
and  employment  of  the  Navy."  I  have  no  doubt 
of  the  corrcclnesf  of  Ibis  opinion.  For  want  of  it, 
these  iwo  ships  of  the  line  will  be  eventually  con- 
demned and  broken  op,  and  their  places,  if  sup- 
plied at  all,  will  be  supplied  at  a  cost  fully  equal  to 
that  which  would  consirnct  t'lie  dock.  How  many 
others  are  destined  to  share  the  some  inglorious 
fate,  for  the  s.-.me  c,^use,  no  one  can  foresee.  And 
yel  tlis  S.cretary  of  the  Navy,  for  some  reason  or 
other,  makes  no  allusion  to  the  subject.  The  Navy 
Commitsioneis,  wiih'lbe  characteristic  boldness  of 
their  profrs«ion,  are  not  restrained  by  any  such  ti- 
midity. Why  should  we  abandon  ihe  Navy,which 
hat  been  our  protection  Rnd  our  pride  in  belter 
times  than  ihese,  when  patriotism  had  some  claims 
upon  us  over  iboseof  pwt)?  Why  see  it  sinking 
to  rapid  decay?  Rather  let  us  sell  it  under  Ihe  bam- 
mer— save  semeihing  from  the  geneial  wreck. 
Sell  it  to  some  foreign  Government  which  has  the 
ability  and  the  disposition  to  keep  i'self  in  an  atti- 
tude of  security  and  defence.  Let  it  still  ride  upon 
the  waves  of  the  ocean,  where  it  b,is  before  rode  in 
triumph,  rather  than  be  buried  in  its  sands,  or 
strewn  upon  its  .'bores,  proofs  of  our  imbecility  and 
onr  poverty.  Oth<r  nations,  with  which  we  are 
likely  'o  come  in  collision,  if  we  are  ever  again 
driven  to  ho.-^tilitiCF,  are  pushing,  not  a  "vigorous 
reduction,"  but  a  vigorous  improvement  and  in- 
crease of  their  naval  ;treijgih,  and  especially  in 
steam  ^hips  of  war,  while  we  arc  doing  compara- 
tively nothing-  I  have  already  spoken  of  the  mise- 
rably insufficient  amount  estimated  for  the  increase 
of  the  Navy  this  year.  One  huQdred  thousand  dol- 
lars only — to  complete  two  steamers  now  in  process 
of  building;  to  commence  another,  wbich  has  been 


already  authorized;  to  complete  ibe  inpit.  On«- 
g  -ess;  to  collert  materials  for  another  frigate  in  U  i 
of  iHe  Guerriere,  which  has  just  been  coBde^lrl^'. 
and  broken  up,  and  lo  bear  the  same  name;  and  to 
build  one  of  the  small  vessels  aulhoriz-d  by  thejti 
of  3d  MarcJi,  1837,  which  has  been  hitherto  cm  i- 
ted,  "in  consequence  of  the  insufBcicncy  cf  the  tp- 
propriaiion.'"    And  for  all  this  the  Secretary  st  i  - 
Navy  I'as   so  restricted   the  Commiisioners,  loai 
only  $100,060  can  be  spare-J  for  it.     For  a  long  ^■ 
ries  of  years  past,  tho  standing  appropriaticii  f  r 
the  ine.r<:aseof  the  Navy  was  half  a  milli'D  u 
dollars  annually,  and  for  some  years  a  mi  ■  ■  t. 
Nnw,  indeed,  under  the  injunction   to  "puih  n^.r- 
tions  vigorously,"  it  is  thought  one-fifth  of  "be.-tE 
will  be  sufficient.  This  is  the  condition  in  which '.-,'? 
.who  have  had  unchecked  and  unlimited  couto;  ■. 
public  affairs  for  twelve  years  leare  these  giea;  n 
terests.    This  is  alt  they  have  to  show  for  Ihe  ec!  •- 
moDS  sums  of  money  which   they  have  rxjeDid^. 
And  nowjwhcn  they  are  about  to  sarrendertbepj'*- 
er  which  they  have  so  long  wielded,  and  to  baiMi 
over  these  broken  and  prostrate   injtimiic-Bs.to  be 
rebuilt  and  re-established  in  a  manner  wonhyof  ;bt 
country  and  of  the  age,  they  begin  to  uj  cw  \o 
"push  the  red'uctions  vigorously."     Sv,  I  h£7» 
frequsnlly  he?.rd  in   this  Hall  and  ekewhtre,  cf 
late  years,  many  predictions  ol  speedy  bostihtM 
with  England.    Alarms  have,  from  time  ta  cme, 
p:rvaded  the  country  on  this  account;  and  I  bar? 
beard  many  gentlemen  display  eicessirepatrioiisci 
in  denouncing  ihe  wrongs  which  we  have  receive-'! 
from  tha.t  powerful  nation.     For  myself,  sir,   I 
have  no  apprehension  of,  and  no  demie  for,  hosiV.i- 
lies  with  Great  Britain.    I  know  we  have  reeeiirJ 
injuries;  and  I  am  deeply  seniible   we  ha»e  lea 
kept  ont  of  our  just  tights  by  most  nm'eumded  pre- 
tensions.   All  these  matters  still  rei-t  in  nesoiiat'ci, 
and,  the  President  assures  us,  are  in  a  fsTi-isi  "^ 
train.    Other  counsels  are  soon  to  prevail,  ana  1 
indulge  the  fullest  conviction  that  flor  rigSits  wi!'- 1; 
asserted,  and  onr  just  claims  vindicated,  ^ih  in 
ability  and  a  spirit  which  must  lead  to  favors!.' 
results.    But  of  those  who  think  otherwise,  if  ih«T 
do  not  wish  it,  and  have  expendeeJ  their  patric  ic 
effusions  Jn  invectives  npon  our   su) '■posed  eoesv. 
how  many  of  them  have  exerted  theiiisel'es  tofc: 
their  own  country  in  a  proper  poitnre  of  defecceT 
How  many  of  them  are  willing  now  Xa  vote  'h.- 
necessary  means  to  place  the  navy  in  ta  attit-Aia 
of  only    tolerable    refpectabilit>t      OaTrve,  rr, 
what  a  miserably  inadequate  force  has  lattlv  i'-'- 
ordered  to  the  Eist  Indies,  where  we   lia\»e  ms! ; 
millions  of  commerce  afloat,  at  a  lime,  ic«,  st-:. 
the  peace  of  that  whole  hemisphere  is  in  inuiuii-s'. 
peril— the  smallest  and  poorest  frigaie  in  ihes''T 
and  a  smalt  sloop  of  war  only;  and    why  is  'L-^. 
except  from  this  financial  policy   of  "pO'-hiDg  -';- 
dactioas  vigorotisly?"    Indeed,  such   was  the  em- 
barrassment of  the  Treasury,  that  the  vessels  > 
sufficient  as   they  are,   were  delayed  near  th  t? 
weeljs,  as' I  am  told,  for  the  want  of  cwans.    T.-- 
circumstances  of  this  ca'.e  furnish  another  ifJunii- 
tion  of  the  fallacy  of  the  assertion  wiiieii  tie  hoC" 
raMe  member  from  New  York  [Mr.  Runiiir; 
combatted  by  many  proofs,  that  "all  demands  npoa 
the  Treasury  had  been  promptly  rael;"  aod  aro'.'.irr 
illustration,   loo,  of  the  energy  and  ytotnptiic  t» 
wh'th  characterize  the  proceedings  ol  the  KdTj 
Department. 

I  have  understood  from  very  good  ■otb.*.'': 
that,  in  the  preparation  for  this  cruise,  the  p<i'-r 
of  the  frigate  had  laid  in  supplies  lo  the  amroit  ' 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  and  that  be  wanted  t<rf:*r 
thousand  more  to  carry  with  him  for  the  pnrp;'f 
of  Ihe  cruise.  He  had  been  requested  by  the  Ssr. 
Department  to  dslay  drawing  for  ibis  jmcoii  v> 
long  as  possible,  in  consequence  of  Ihe  inabili'-  ' 
Ihe  Treasury  to  furnish  the  fundi.  Heicc': 
ingly  delayed  until  the  vessels  were  ready  fvr  -" 
and  then  drew  foi  fifty  thoosand  do1Ur$;  :- 
thousand  only  were  forwarded.  The  mercb.:';' 
who  bad  furnished  Ihe  supplies  became  nse:-. 
and  resorted  to  legal  process  to  obtain  payD". 
The  purser  was  arrested  and  ccmmitted  to  ;:- 
from  which  he  was  released  only  upca  the  ss  ' 
ance  of  Commodore  Downes  that  the  vessel^  "■ . 
not  sail  unlit  the  affair  was  adjusted.  The  Drp^i  - 
ment  finally  furnished  the  monej;^  and,  aiier  c : 
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siderable  d<la;,  the  frigate  sailed  oa  its  cruise. 
These  facts  ate  not  nritbin  my  own  knowledge;  but 
I  have  received  then  from  a  geoileman  in  the 
Navy,  who  had  some  agensy  in  procnrin  j  the  re- 
lease of  the  purser,  and  nho  was  acquainted  wiib 
all  the  circuiBotaDces.  I  should  not  repeat  them 
here  if  I  bad  not  mil  confidence  in  their  correct- 
ness. This  is  but  an  illustration  of  the  effects  of 
the  policy  recommended  by  the  Secretary,  of 
"piisbiog  reductKtns  vigorously."  Sir,  I  do  not 
desiie  to  see  unnecessary  or  extravagant  appropii- 
ai'ons,  nor,  above  ail,  wasteful  eipenditures  of 
what  has  been  appropriated.  That  is  the  great  evU 
of  which  ve  have  had  hitherto  so  much  reason  to 
complain — the  wastefulness  and  eziravasance  of 
the  ezpenditnce,  raiher  than  of  the  spptopriation. 
But  I  do  desire  to  see  sufficient  and  prampt  appro- 
priations made  for  the  public  service.  We  have 
committed  great  errors  on  this  subject.  I  verily 
believe  that  our  public  works,  both  naval  and  mili- 
tary, have  cost  at  least  twenty-five  per  <Mnt.  more 
than  was  necessary,  in  (wosequencs  of  the  dilatory 
and  parsimonious  appropriations  which  from  time 
to  time  have  been  doled  oat.  In  repeated  in- 
stances the  work  comes  to  a  pause,  because  the 
appropriations  are  exhausted,  and  after  a  lapse  of 
several  monlh?,  or  a  year,  when  it  is  recommenced, 
tho.usands  of  dollars  are  required  for  repairs,  to 
bring  ap  the  condition  of  it  to  what  it  was  when 
left.  We  are  greatly  too  lopg  in  pnint  of  time  in 
the  completion  of  oor  public  works.  If  a  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  are  wanted  to  complete  a 
given  work  this  year,  and  every  thing  is  favorable 
for  ihe  purpose,  we  grant  twenty  thousand;  or,  in 
a  moment  of  extraordinary  liberality,  may  allow 
fifty.  Why  are  we  so  long  in  building  our  ships? 
Foreign  Oovernments  come  her*^  and  at  private 
ship  yar4s  commence,  complete,  and  launch 
(t  amersofwar,oftbebe8tmodelsand  workmanship, 
before  we  are  able,  by  our  procrastination,  to  lay  the 
keel  for  one.  Oae  cf  the  most  scientific  and  faith- 
ful of  our  engineer!,  baviog  charge  of  extensive 
and  important  public  works,  assured  me  last  ses- 
aion  that  he  could  demonstrate,  to  mathematical 
certainty,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  delay  and 
insufficiency  of  appropriatiotis,  these  works  cost  at 
least  one-qaarter  more  than  they  would  under  a 
system  of  prompt  and  sufficient  appropriations.  I 
have  no  doubt  of  it.  True  economy  requires  that 
a  work,  once  nndersaksn,  shuuld  be  prosecnted 
with  vigor,  and  that  ample  means  should  at  all 
limes  be  at  command.  In  this  way,  thn  person  in 
charge  of  it  may  always  avail  himself  of  favorable 
circutastances  which  are  constantly  otxnrring,  to 
obtain  materiaU  and  labor  at  the  smallest  expense. 
Much  is  saved  in  repairs;  ihe  structure  b  so  ner . 
fit  for  service,  and  the  public  interests  are  in 
every  way  promoted.  But  this  is  not  the  mode  in 
which  our  affairs  are  now  conducted,  nor  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  the  esiimaies  are  formed,  and  the 
appropriations  made.  How  much  can  the  service 
be  pinched,  and  embarrassed,  and  retarded  by  "re- 
daction," (eem  to  be  the  considerations  which  go- 
vr^  the  counsels  of  the  Departments  in  thsir  pre- 
sent estimates;  and  at  a  time  when  every  branch  of 
the  public  service  is  languishing  and  almost  pros- 
trate, the  only  recommendation  submitted  to  us 
ffom  the  Executive  is,  to  "push  reductions  vigo- 
rously." 

Toe  Secretary,  in  closing  his  "last  annual  re- 
port," enters  into  a  review  of  ?ome  of  our  finaQ. 
cial  operations  during  the  period  he  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  Deparimeot;  and  he  states  that 
''during  this  term  there  has  occurred  much  to 
evince  'he  great  fistail  power  as  well  as  prosperity 
of  the  Union."  Althoagh  "some  reverses  have  at 
times  overtaken  the  rashness  displayed  by  parts  of 
the  eommnniiy  in  certain  branches  of  bttsincsr," 
yet  "the  period,  and  the  conntry,  as  a  whole,  have 
been  almost  unexampled  in  prosperous  develop- 
ments." "Notwiihsiandhg  unusual  revulsions," 
and  b'ennial  reductions  of  duties  and  losses  by 
"officers,  and  banks,  and  merchants,"  "our  co  di- 
lion  haj  been  so  flourishing  as  to  yied  a  revenve, 
during.ih*t  time,  sofficieni,  after  all  these  d^nc- 
lions,  to  accomplish  the  following  important  re- 
sults;" and  then  follows  the  enumeration  of  the 
purposes  which  have  been  accomplished.  All  this, 
the  Sectetaqr  says,  is  "recorded  evidence  of  the 
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prospeniy  of  the  country,  and  the  fiscal  ability  o 
the  General  Government."  Now,  sir,  I  have  no 
desire  to  disturb  or  find  fault  with  this  complacent 
self-coDgraiulation,  but  I  desire  for  a  single  mo- 
ment to  consider  what  the  condition  of  the  country 
really  is.  Is  it  prosperous  and  KQccessfull  Where 
is  the  evidence  of  ill  The  National  Government 
embrrassed  in  all  its  operations,  and  straggling  on 
from  day  tu  day  under  the  pressure  of  an  insolvent 
Treasury;  public  works  nejtiecied  and  postponed; 
public  credit  endangered.  Then,  as  to  the  States: 
most  of  theih  deeply  in  debt,  and  hardly  able  to  pay 
even  the  interest  as  it  accrues;  their  bonds  from 
10  to  30  per  cent,  below  par;  their  internal  im- 
provements abandoned  in  a  great  degree,  and  re- 
sort to  heavy  taxes  inevitable,  with  no  prospect  of 
immediate  improvement  in  their  condition.  As  to 
the  affairs  of  individuals:  what  kind  of  business  is 
prosperous?  Manufactures  have  largely  declined; 
commerce,  distinct  from  navigation,  dimiitisbed; 
internal  trade  greatly  reduced;  specie  payments 
suspended  over  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Union, 
and  t>ut  lately  resumed  in  the  great  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania; and  from  all  quarters  of  the  land,  as 
with  one  voice,  a  demand  for  a  bankrupt  law,  to 
relieve  the  business  of  the  country  from  the  enor- 
mous pressure  of  debt  which  now  bears  it  down  to 
Ihe  dust. 

How  is  it  with  the  planting  States — the  growers 
of  the  great  staple  of  our  exports?  Are  they  prot- 
perou't?  Why,  sir,  the  marshal  of  Mississippi  re- 
turns to  us  that  he  has  received  fur  fees  last  year 
the  enormous  sum  of  eizhty-seven  thousand  dollars, 
growing  out  of  the  immense  number  of  suiis  insti- 
iDted  for  the  recovery  of  debts.  The  banks  of  the 
Slate  are  unable  to  pay  the  small  amounts  still 
due  to  the  United  States  for  depositee,  and  have 
applied  for  siill  longer  postpoaement.  How  is  it  in 
Alabama,  and  the  other  cotton-growing  regions? 
Cuttnn,  I  believe,  has  been  ranging  last  year  from 
5  10  7  or  8  cents — probablj  not  bringing  over  6  or 
7  to  the  planter.  I  recollect  to  have  seen  it  stated, 
within  a  few  years,  that  the  cost  of  the  production 
of  cotton  was  about  7  or  8  cents.  Some  gentle- 
man can  probably  put  me  right  on  that  matter. 
[Mr.  HoBBABD  of  Alabama  nodded  assent  to  the 
statement.]  The  honorable  member  signifies  that 
I  am  correct.  The  cost  to  the  planter,  therefore, 
ha<i  been  quite  equal  to,  perhaps  in  some  instances 
greater  than,  the  amount  he  has  been  able  to  sell 
for.  Is  that  a  pra«perous  condition  of  thing?  The 
Secretary  sa)s:  "It  is  a  source  of  great  satisfac- 
tion to  witness  the  indications  which  the  unprece- 
dented amount  of  exports,  during  the  last  four 
years,  has  given  of  the  continued  prosperity  cf  the 
conntry,"  &c.  "Again:  "The  general  prosperity 
has  been  such  as  to  create  a  large  surplus  of  pro- 
ducts, and  to  enable  us  to  send  abtoad  iicmente 
and  increased  values  of  them,  however  great  the 
complaints  have  been  as  to  low  prices."  Now,  sir, 
if  prices  are  so  low  as  scarcely  to  remunerate  the 
producer,  it  does  not  strike  me  that  the  great  quan- 
tity produced  is  very  good  evidence  of  prosperity. 
General  prosperity  is  made  up  of  individual  pros- 
perity; and  bow  the  conntry,  as  a  whole,  can  be 
successful,  when  all  branches  of  its  business  is  de- 
pressed, is  not  very  appatent  to  my  mind.  ^  Un- 
doubtedly it  is  better  to  produce  and  sell  even  at 
low  prices,  and  thus  furnish,  as  far  as  it  goes, 
means  of  extinguishing  our  foreign  indebtedness, 
than  not  to  proiluce  at  all;  becatue  the  laboivrs. 
If  not  employed,  must  still  be  subsisted  and  clothed; 
aad  if  they  cannot  earn  more  than  half  their  sup- 
port, it  is  better  to  do  that  than  remain  in  idlenea'). 
All  that' can  be  said  is,  that  by  reason  of  our  great 
prodnciion,  though  no  profit  is  made  upon  it  we 
are  not  so  deeply  involved  and  so  much  disuessed 
as  wje  should  be  if  the  crops  entitely  failed.  The 
grain-growing  sections  of  the  conntry — the  great 
Wcsl;  the  growers  of  pork  and  other  provisions — 
are  they  prosperon>?  Do  they  find  ready  markets 
and  remunerating  prices?  We  know  that  it  is  not 
so;  and  yet  we  have  "recorded  evidence  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  country."  Sir,  I  should  like  to 
read  this  record  elsewhere  than  in  the  universal 
embarrassment  and  depression  which  broods  over 
the  whole  land;  and  all,  all  brought  upon  it  within 
this  very  period  which  the  Secretary  has  selected 
as  one  "anezampled  in  prosperous  developmcnls"  1 


— all  within  the  last  eight  years.  The  "recorded 
evidence"  to  which  the  Secretary  refers,  is  found 
only  in  the  vast  receipts  into  the  Treasury  which 
have  enabled  him  to  accomplish  tbe  great  resnlls 
he  has  enumerated.  The  Secretary  has  not  always 
considered  it  in  that  ligfht.  The  enormous  receipts 
alluded  to  acourred  chiefly  in  two  years,  1835  and 
IfSS,  and  in  a  considerable  degree  from  most  extra- 
ordinary and  unexpected  sales  of  public  land. 
The  receipts  of  1835  were  about  |35,500,000,  of 
which  15,000,000  were  derived  from  the  lands. 
Tbe  receipts  ot  1838  were  close  upon  49,000,000 
of  whJch  over  24,000,000  were  derived  from  lands.. 
Whole  amount  for  two  yeais  .  (81,303,051 
Expenditures  during  same  years  .         47,338,000 

Excess  of  receipts  .  .         37,065,051 

These  years,  therefore,  arc  the  great  sotiroe  of  the 
vast  receipts  which  the  Secretary  now  regards  as 
"lecoidei  evidence"  of  our  prosperity,  becatise  the 
receipts  of  tbe  last  four  years  have  not  equalled  the 
expenditures.  Sir,  Icannot  but  recollect  how  often, 
wiibia  tbe  last  two  years,  I  have  heard  the  impor- 
taiinas  and  the  land  sales  of  those  years  denotiaeed 
as  "over-trading"— "speiwlation" — forced  on  by 
bank  expansions — growing  out  of  fictitious  credit; 
and  as  the  caiue  of  all  the  embarrassments  and  re- 
vul&ions  which  followed.  The  specie  circular  was 
issued  avowedly  to  check  the  land  sales  which  were 
going  on  to  soch  dangerous  extent.  What  vehe- 
ment denunciations  have  we  not  listened  to  both  of 
banks  and  of  Stale  debts,  as  occasioning  such  enw- 
mous  importations  from  abroad,  destructive  of  onr 
industry  and  our  resources?  And  yet  it  was  tfao* 
very  importations  and  sales  which  furnished  the 
Treasury  with  money — now  relied  upon  as  "re- 
corded evidence  of  the  prosperity  of  tbe  country." 
The  Secretary  himself,  in  his  report  to  Ckingreas  in 
Ilecember,  1838,  says:  "An  over-flowing  tide  of 
speculation  and  bank  issues  like  that  of  1836  is  itot 
anticipated,,  while  the  recent  evils  and  disasters 
from  these  sources  ate  fresh  in  remembrance."  He 
was  constrained  "at  that  time  to  regard  many  ef 
the  appearances  of  extraordinary  prosperity  as  de- 
lusive, the  existing  surplus  as  temporary  and  faUa* 
cioBS,"  &o. 

By  wbatsirangaprecesstsittbat  this  fallacy,  these 
delusive  appearances,  have  become  entitled  to  tbe 
great  weight  and  the  high  anihority  of  "recorded 
evidence?"  But,  sir,  not  to  hold  the  Seoetary 
bouiid  by  opiniens  expressed  two  years  ago,  and 
which  he  may  have  since  changed,  we  find  in  the 
same  doenment — the  report  of  this  year— a  repeti- 
tion of  the  same  sentiments.  Having  stated  the 
great  results  which  he  has  accomplished,  he  next 
proceeds  to  explain  the  difficulties  which  be  bad  to 
enconnter.  "One  of  the  greatest  evils  to  tbe  pub- 
lic service,  as  well  as  to  ibe  security  of  private 
business,  during  a  part  of  die  above  period,  has 
consisted  in  the  fluctuations  to  which  both  have 
been  subjected."  These  tUctoatioas  are  exhibited, 
among  other  proofs,  in  tbe  great  falling  off  of  im- 
ports, which,  be  says,  "fell  within  two  years  from 
near  one  hundred  and  ninety  millions  to  one  ban- 
dred  and  fourteen;  and  in  the  single  year  just  past, 
almost  sixty  millions."  "Such  inflations  and  coa- 
tractions  must  be  destroetive  of  all  confidence  in 
calculations  for  the  faiure,  while  the  causes  of  them 
shall  continue  to  operate  unremedied.  What  are 
these  cau;ee?  They  will  be  fotind  to  have  been 
chiefly  conceded  with  the  abuses  of  banking.  On 
the  occasion  just  referred  to,  they  were  the  supera- 
bundance of  a  fictitiras  medium  of  circulation, 
with  tbe  atteitdant  overtrading  and  speculations  in 
1636,  and  the  consequent  suspeosion  of  specie  pay- 
menu  in  1837,  as  well  as  tbe  disasters  and  scarcity 
of  any  medium  till  the  laUer  part  of  1838."  Then 
another  expansion,  be  says,  and  "increase  of  im- 
ports of  neatly  fifty  millions,"  followed  by  contrac- 
tions, suspensions,  and  commercial  reverses.  "The 
great  principles  of  trade  can  never  be  long 
violated  with  impunity.  And  any  ficiitions  or 
unnatural  excess  of  credit  soon  ends  in  revnl 
sions,"  Ac.  I  understand  tbe  Secretary,  in  aU  this, 
to  affirm  that  in  1836,  "ttie  great  principles  of 
trade"  had  been  violated;  that  revulsions  neces- 
sarily  folloirsd;  that  there  was  a  snpetabnndance 
of  ficlitiona  credit,  bringing  on  overtrading  and 
qpccolation;  the  conaeqaenoe  of  whiob  was,  sas> 
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toei  won  of  specie  paymeats,  di»Mter!>,  and  aewciiy 
or  «(iy  nediam,  dke.    He  mjw,  tbo,  "fome  ini' 

erudeoces  abroad  nay  have  aogtBenttd  ihe  evils 
ace.""  Kow,  if  all  this  be  so,  1  eannot  compre- 
bend  bov  it  it  ibat  the  operations  of  these  yeara  of 
•boiidaat  revenoe  and  large  leceipKu—operalions 
«hi(th  bave  brongbt  in  their  train  rrTerors,  dis- 
Mtera,  and  evils,  and  bare  inSieted  sueb  deep  and 
%ide  spread  injury  apon  the  eoaniry — how  it  can 
tw  thai  they  famisb  evidence  ot  great  fljcal  ability 
and  noeiampled  prosperity.  Aecordiog  to  the  Be- 
OKtary'sstaMaient,  w«  have  bsen  nndrrgomg,  in 
•  fvetty  rapid  loeeession,  for  several  yrars,  these 
alternate  Contractions  and  expansions;  or,  to 
Me  another  ezpressiOD  of  his,  the  community  has 
been  **kept  nndtr  the  constant  exeiiement  and  de- 
»K«<ion  of  the  hot  and  cold  flis  of  a  violent  fever." 
Is  that  a  eondit  on  of  heal>bt  Does  it  indicate 
prosperiiyf  I  shall  not  now  go  into  the  eonsideri- 
tienof  the  «iDS«sof  the  revolsions  and  flactna- 
liOas  which  we  have  experienced.  They  mny  all 
ha  directly  traeed  to  ihe  action  of  the  Government 
'  Iiself;  and  whatever  of  dicaster  the  eommaniiy  has 
mdergone,  the  Administration  is  responsible  for. 
That  I  hold  to  be  clearly  demi  ns  Jable. 

Mr  Chairman,  I  have  endeavored  to  ennfine  my 
•tttOtion  to  the  prcfent  condition  of  the  Trea.<:nry, 
>Bd  to  ila  probable  necessities  dnring  the  pie-^ent 
year.  As  tovhat-wiU  be  the  ttate  of  affain  in 
the  next  and  sneceeding  years,  I  shall  not  now  an- 
dertske  to  examine.  I  have  no  expectation  that 
this  Congress  will  look  so  far  in  advance  as  that 
Very  heavy  harden*,  I  am  aware,  will  be  thrown 
upon  the  coating  Adminiatration  for  many  years, 
1>y  the  measures  and  policy  of  that  wfairb  ii  abont 
to  close.  The  aggregate  I  shall  not  ventnre  to 
oompate.  I  have  already  said  that  1  should  prefer 
«arly  action  on  the  part  of  Congres^i  to  snpply, 
from  the  prdinary  sonriees  of  revenue,  snfflcient 
means,  not  only  for  this  year,  but  for  the  faiare. 
I  despair  of  that.  The  present  measure  I  consider 
wholly  inadeqaate  for  the  service  of  the  whole 
year;  bat  it  will  relieve  the  Treasury  from  present 
embarrassments,  and  keep  the  wheels  of  Qovem- 
ment  rolling  yet  awhile.  To  the  wisdom  and  pa- 
trioiitm  of  those  who  are  so  soon  to  enter  upon  the 
adminictradon  of  the  Qovemmaat,  and  to  sacceed 
US  in  these  eeats,  I  look  with  confidence  for  sach 
aaeasnres  as  shall  restore  not  only  the  revrnne  of  the 
Oovernmea),  bat  the  bosiness  and  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  the  people. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  BELL, 

or  1EMNE9SBE, 
J*  Ih*  Bmm  »f  StpmenMiea,  Jfamtary  30,  1841..— 
The  House  being  in  Comminee  of  the  Whole 
00  the  state  of  the  Union  upon  Ihe  bill  making 
provision  for  the  issue  of  five  millions  of  Trea- 
gaiynotas — 

Mr.  BBU<  said  it  might  well  be  eonsidefed  pre- 
aaiapiBoas  in  any  one  to  attempt  to  follow  the  two 
honorable  gentlemen  [Messrs.  Birnibd  and  Evans] 
who  had  preceded  him  on  tlie  same  side  of  the  qnes- 
tioa  pi«»ea(ed  by  the  bill  nnder  discassion,  for  all 
'Who  heard  dwir  remarks  must  be  willing  to  admit 
tliat  ibry  were  distingai^hedfor  uncommon  acumen 
aad  ability.  Nor  (said  Mr.  B  )  would  he  have  un- 
dcftalttB  so  hasardous  an  enterprise,  were  it  not 
that  the  subjeer,  ia  some  of  its  aspects,  had  impreK- 
ed  itself  upon  his  mind  as  of  far  higher  importance 
tfaaa  these  gentlemen  appeared  to  auaeh  to  i>;  and 
hs  also  felt  constrained  to  differ  with  ibem  in  some 
of  the  sentiments  which  had  fallen  from  ibem  in 
the  course  tt  their  remarks.  He  hoped — indeed  he 
did  not  snppoFC — ibai  this  difference  would  be 
found  very  material,  when  those  gentlemen  shonld 
come  to  make  a  practical  application  of  their 
views;  nor  iras  be  satiMed  that  he  had  folly  under- 
stood that  pattion  of  (he  remarks  to  which  he  could 
not  give  his  assent.  But  if  he  had  not  mistaken 
the  ttnor  of  a  sentiment  expressed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  BiaitARD,]  he  (Mr.  B.) 
mast  say  that  he  eotitd  not  look  forward  with  the 
same  complaeenoy  and  satisfaction  to  that  prospec- 
tive rcdandimey  of  means  in  the  Treasury,  the 
Bserecontemphiaoa  of  which  had  sBpplied  the  gen- 
tinman's  fancy  with  such  delightful  visions  of  fii- 
- 4«re  i»pr*M«Knt>«M gnuRKtor.    Tl)»  other  gen- 


lleman  [Mr.  Evans]  had  also  loomed  a  litile  too 
largely,  when  he  spoke,  in  aniicipaiion,  a<!  it  were, 
in  the  aimosfhere  of  an  overOnwitjg  Treasury  and 
unrestricted  appropriations.  Mr.  BtLt.  said  that 
while  he  had  as  little  respect  as  ihose  sentlrmrn 
could  have  for  the  oarrow — he  had  almos>  said  >he 
mean — .opirit  of  pan-imony  which  appealed,  all  at 
ooce,  to  have  become  the  favorite  p.>licy  of  ihe  ex- 
piring Administration,  yet  he  still  be  d  that  there 
wax  a  real  and  substantial  merit  in  ec  n^my  in  ihe 
administration  of  a  Qovemment,  as  well  as  in  pri- 
vate affairs.  He  acknowledged  (hat  there  might  be 
an  ill-timed  and  slimed  system  of  ezpenditnre  upon 
great  and  indispensable  establishments  which  would 
be  a  fal!«  economy,  and  productive,  in  the  end,  of 
a  far  greater  drain  upon  the  public  treasure,  than  a 
more  Tree  and  liberal  use  of  ii;  yet,  as  a  general 
rule,  and  when  we  come  to  traee  the  ouilines  of  a 
policy  beM  adapted  lo  a  free  i'vsiemof  ((ovmment, 
economy  in  ihe  public  expeoditure^iand  allowances 
of  every  kind  must  ever  i-tind  as  one  of  ihe  most 
essential  fesiutes  of  it,  while  profusion  and  rzira- 
vagance  will  always  be  the  most  eeitain  means  of 
noderminingthe  most  skilfally  devived  fitbiic  of  li- 
berty, and  ultimately  of  destroying  the  very  founda- 
lioDs  uf  all  real  prosperity. 

The  other  crnsiderations  incidentally  connected 
with  the  subject  aoder  debate,  and  which  faad  ap- 
peared to  Mr.  B.  not  to  have  been  snffic  enily  re- 
garded and  pressed  by  the  gentlemen  who  had  pre- 
ceded him,  were,  first,  whether  the  amount  of 
means  proposed  by  the  bill  now  presented  was  not 
much  l>elow  the  necessiiiea  of  the  Treasury,  and 
whether  this  was  not  the  most  suitable  occasion 
which  rould  ari>e  during  the  seseion  for  providing 
an  adequate  snpply  for  the  service  of  the  whole 
year,  (1841;)  and,  secondly,  wheiher  the  propriety 
of  making  some  immediate  provision  for  sapp  ying 
the  much  larger  deficiency  which  would  occur  in 
Ihe  revenue  of  the  year  1843  was  not  equally  ma- 
nifest. 

Both  these  questions,  fiaid  Mr.  B.  are  directly 
eonnected  with  another  of  considerable  interest  and 
importance  to  the  country;  that  is,  whether  we  are 
to  have  a  called  session  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture. If  the  means  provided  by  this  bill  are  not 
safficirnt  to  meet  the  demands  upon  the  Treasury 
during  the  whole  year;  or  if  it  shall  be  found  that 
great  and  vital  public  interests  require  that  provi- 
sion shall  be  made  in  advance  for  the  deficit  which 
is  rertain  to  appear  in  the  revenue  of  next  year, 
(1843.)  and  it  is  not  done  now,  an  extra  session  of 
Congress  will  be  unavoidable.  Upon-  this  point,  I 
desire  to  address  my  remarks  chieflr  to  the  genje- 
men  who  are  in  the  majority  in  this  House,  and 
who  still  control  Ihe  admioistraiion  of  public  af- 
fairs. It  rests  with  tbem  to  say  whether  we  shall 
have  a  called  session  or  not;  and  with  them,  I  pro- 
pose to  demonstrate,  must  rest  the  responsibility  of 
all  the  inconvenience  and  expense  which  will  at- 
tend such  a  step.  They  now  hold  all  the  power  in 
their  own  hands.  They  can  move  eflTecinally  in 
wha'ever  may  be  necessary  to  be  done.  We  can- 
not nM>Ve  at  all,  in  the  present  orgaaizatlon  of  the 
House.  Our  bands  are  tied.  They  cannot  only 
provide  adequate  means  for  the  service  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  but  they,  and  they  only,  can  provide  in 
due  time  for  the  deficiency  of  the  next,  without  the 
extraordinary  charge  of  a  special  session.  We 
can  only  express  our  sentiments.  They,  only,  can 
act,  for  they  have  the  majority  in  both  Hooscs  of 
Congress. 

The  gentleman  froin  Maine  (Mr.  Evaks)  has 
contented  himself  with  demonstraiing  that  there  is 
a  clear  necessity  for  passing  this  bill  autborixlng 
the  is^ne  nf  fiv;  millions  ot'  Treasury  notes;  that 
five  millions,  at  least,  will  be  necessary  for  the  ser- 
vice of  this  year,  (1841;)  but  leaves  tbe  question  of 
farther  supply  for  the  service  of  the  present  year, 
and  the  grant  of  that  supply,  lo  be  brought  up  and 
acted  upon  some  other  day  before  the  close  of  tbe 
session;  and,  as  to  the  necessity  of  meeting  in  ad- 
vance the  anticipated  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of 
the  ensuing  year,  he  is  wholly  silent.  Has  that 
gentleman  reflected  how  improbable  it  is  that  our 
opponents,  when  they  find  tbe  m>ans  provided  by 
this  bill  ample  enough  for  tbe  time  they  remain  in 
power,  will  trouble  themselves  to  make  any  very 
careftil  scrutiny  into  tbe  probable  necesaity  of  tlte 


Treasury  daring  the  remaining  three  tjonen 
of  the  yestl  Or  if,  under  a  sense  of  dot]  ic  itn 
country,  they  shall  be  disposrri  to  do  so,  has  ikt 
gentleman  from  Maine  reflected  how  diflleiih  it 
will  bt,  at  any  fntore  day  of  the  8*ssioB,to  mm 
in  a  matter  eiving  rise  lo  so  much  'iifftrenee  tf 
opiniinl  We  are  now  advanced  lo  ihe  SOkdi; 
ot  January.  Only  abnut  five  weeks remati«i<d 
can  be  effectually  devoted  to  buMoess,  and  an  dm 
of  the  great  appripriation  bills  tias  paswd.  Tlwti 
are  bills  which  ought  never  in  pass  ibis  H»ia 
wiihon I  the  closest  scmtiny.  lo  my  opiDioii,>ir, 
this  rcrasion,  ibis  bill  presents  the  only  pppnmii. 
ty  we  shall  have  during  the  present  seasioa  or  jn- 
vtding  an  adequate  supply  Inr  ihe  serriee  of  At 
whole  of  th>  present  y.<8r,  and  of  making  saitibii 
provision  in  advance  for  the  deficiency  ii  tW 
means  of  the  next.  I  trust  those  g-ntlemea  viil 
whom  I  have  been  so  long  associaied  ia  oiirpolit>> 
cal  coarse  will  think  seriously  on  ibese  po/sti,  and, 
if  they  agree  with  me,  I  pray  them  to  uite  wiik 
me  in  an  effort  to  efiTect  both  objeeu,  so  fir  as  m 
have  Ihe  power. 

I  am  not  saiisfie<l,  Mr.  Chairraan,  ibttitwill  bi 
altogether  safe,  in  tlie  present  stai*  of  the  political 
iofluencss  of  the  country,  and  inviewof  tbschanp 
that  is  soon  to  take  place  in  the  poblic  Adipisiitra. 
lion,  to  rely  upon  the  estimates  nfnnroppoBeais  ii 
forming  an  opinion  of  the  sulEeieoey  of  'be  en- 
rent  revenue,  or  other  meaa.%  for  ihf  present  oi 
any  future  year.  Th  ise  who  ate  to  t«  re5pnBsi>Ie 
for  the  administration  of  publ  e  alTAirs  af  er  die  4ik 
of  March  n«xt  ought  to  rememhet  that,  as  far  as 
party  interest  and  influences  are  afit  to  conttcl  the 
judgment  and  cwndnct  of  men,  the  strcn^cat  teiap. 
tations  eiift  with  the  majoritr  in  this  House  to 
cripple  and  embarrass  the  new  Adminimatioa  t^ 
consigning  lo  them  an  exhausted  Treasury  and  i 
deficient  revenue.  Ic  is  tbe  first  time,  in  a  period 
of  forty  years,  and  it  is  only  the  second  vmt  ia  ihi 
history  of  the  country,  when  a  new  AdmintnatiM 
has  been  celled  upon  to  carry  on  the  GoTemoal 
with  the  aid  of  such  supplies  and  means  tm\y  u 
political  opponents,  soared  and  resentAil  by  dcTeat, 
have  thought  proper  to  dole  out  to  them.  IV 
committee  of  this  House  charged  with  tbe  dsljr  U 
inquiring  and  reporting  npon  all  questiaas  of  reve- 
nue and  supply,  is  organized  in  opposiuoa  to  die 
new  Administration.  This  state  of  thingi  ooctined 
in  1801,  when  Mr.  Jefferson  came  into  powtt,  af- 
ter a  most  fif  roe  and  desperate  political  reBcansta, 
but  never  before  nor  since,  nniil  new.  The  pn- 
sions  and  biasses  adverse  to  just  and  pnbKe-^riiei 
legislation,  exerted  by  such  a  collision,  are  utml, 
and,  wiib  many,  uncontrcllable.  I  do  notneuiig 
charge  that  Ihesa  passions  and  biasses  are  peciliir 
to  the  party  still  in  the  majority  in  this  Hots. 
One  thing  appears  certain,  however.  The  pcsest 
majority  in  Congress  are  resolved  to  provide  atui 
enough  to  keep  themselves  afloat  daring  die  i«> 
mainin;  brief  term  of  their  power;  but  tse  ilaata 
is,  that,  like  the  mass  of  mankind  in  private  life, 
white  ihey  are  liberal  and  boantifnl  in  lieir  sip- 
plies  for  the  subsistence  and  comfort  of  ibeir  on 
household,  they  will  show  tbenaefns  ai^ardl; 
and  parsimonious  in  their  desliags  With  ihei: 
neighbors  and  eouoirymen  generally. 

Bat  I  appeal  to  Ihe  present  majontj  in  llf 
House  whether,  in  accordance  widi  their  new  ui 
much  vanntcd  devotion  to  economy,  they  wiOiO 
be  c^nsuained  to  make  at  all  events  ass Sieiat 
provision  of  means,  both  or  tbe  present  aad  eM- 
ing  fii^cal  year.  It  would  seem  that  eeoooaxtii 
lately  become  not  only  the  cardinal,  but  die  oa'j 
virtae  in  their  political  creed.  Even  the  SiV 
Treasury  is  seriously  advocated  as  an  ea^  fa 
enforcing  economy,  not  only  in  public,  bet  ia  pn- 
vatelife.  I  am  in  favor  of  rneoarajtag  and  (• 
tering  this  new-bom  zeal  for  economy  &  our  opp 
nenls.  For  one,  I  have,  no  fears  Ibst  the  drew 
of  those  will  ever  be  realized,  who  imagined 
by  this  sort  of  desth-bed  repentance— this  latep* 
fession  of  economy — Ihey  can  alone  for  a  wtits 
life  of  extravagance,  wastefulness,  and  prefiinq 
in  expenditures,  and  thereby  work  out  a  fai0 
redempiioa. 

If  the  present  msjcriiy  in  ihb  House  are  na; 
desirous  of  infus^  a  spirit  of  rigid  eemeagr  'm 
the  operrttieM  and  expMffltures  of  |h«|Gofcrun' 
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1  warn  them  lo  take  ijare  bow  they  force  Dpoo  the 
new  Admiaislraiioo.lhe  nece-isity  of  an  extra  ses- 
sion, which  cannot  co^t  the  oaiion  le&s  than  half  a 
utllion  of  dullais.  Half  a  miUioD  oaghl,  in  my 
opinioo,  to  be  regarded  as  a  sobstanttal  item  in 
their  estimate  of  what  consiilnies  economy;  and 
they  will  most  assuredly  be  jasily  responsible  for 
the  sin  of  it,  unless  Utey  Khali,  at  the  present  ses* 
sioit,  make  suitable  provision  for  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury.  I  warn  them  not  tu  indulge  the  hope 
that,  by  any  ingenious  disguiss  of  ihe  true  slate  of 
the  Treasury,  or  of  the  large  amount  of  debt  now 
suspended  orer  it,  or  by  any  other  artifice,  they 
eao  so  manage  to  drive  the  new  Administration  to 
the  necessity  of  a  calird  session,  with  the  especta. 
lioo  of  raising  a  snccessfal  clamor  against  them  on 
that  aceoonL  I  tell  them  that,  unless  they  act 
promptly — nnSess  they  act  eff^ciually  at  the  present 
session  npon  the  subjects  I  have  indicated — the 
reasons  for  a  called  se&aion  may  become  loo  mani- 
fest—the necessity  too  palpable  to  admit  nf  decep- 
tion or  misunderstanding:  a  called  session,  or  a 
meeting  of  Congress  in  adtranee  of  the  staled  pe- 
riod, will  become,  in  my  opinion,  indispensable. 

A&to  the  immediate  questions  pretented  by  the 
hill,  there  are  two  ot  them  about  which  litU*  need 
l>e  said.  The  first  relates  lo  the  fact  of  an  existing 
deficiency  in  the  means  of  the  Treasury  to  meet  the 
earrent  demands  upon  it,  and  of  this  I  think  there 
ean  be  no  doubt;  nor  can  there  be  a  reasonable 
doubt  that  ibis  de&ciency  is  at  least  equal  to  the 
fire  millions  demanded  by  the  bill.  The  other 
q^uestion  directly  presented  by  the  bill  it  not  so 
oiear,  but  there  wouM  be  quite  as  Ijtile  reason  in 
taking  up  the  time  of  the  committee  in  the  discos- 
sion  of  it.  Ii  is,  whether  the  mode  of  supply  pro. 
posed  by  the  bill  is  the  proper  one — whether  ihe 
issue  of  Treasury  notes  or  a  direct  and  open  loan 
is  the  more  constitutional  and  eljgit^le  mode  of 
granting  the  necessaiy  supply.  The  policy  of  re- 
soriiag  to  the  issue  ol  Treasury  notes,  however  ob- 
j'ciion.\ble  in  time  of  peace,  has  been  adopted  and 
sitciioaed  by  the  majority  in  this  House  i-ince  1837, 
in  opposition  to  Ihe  opinions  and  princ'ples  of  thoi-e 
with  whom  I  have  generally  acted.  As  lonz  as  the 
same  majority  coatrol  the  decisions  of  the  House, 
the  policy  may  be  regarded  as  permanent;  and,  al- 
though their  supremacy,  we  may  hope,  will  termi- 
nate t"ith  the  prei«nt  Congress,  taey  are  still  ia  the 
ascendant  here,  and  must  be  allowed  to  have  their 
own  way.  Wiiile,  therefore,  I  cannoi  vote  for  the 
issue  of  Treasury  no<es  in  time  of  peace,  for  the 
reasons  often  afsigned  by  others  on  ibiii  floor,  yet  I 
will  not  repeat  the  arguments  agninst  the  bill  on 
this  ground;  nor  do  1  feel  my.^elf  called  upon  to 
propose  any  amendment  to  change  the  iaode  of 
supply  provided  for  in  the  bill,  especially  so  far  as 
legards  the  amount  necessary  to  meet  ibe  immedi- 
ate demands  upon  the  Treasury.  I  choose  lo  de- 
vote the  time  allowed  me  ia  lhi<  discussion  to  more 
practical  views  and  objects;  and  to  leave  to  those 
who  have  the  numbers  and  the  power  to  regulaie 
the  Bu>de  of  the  supply  which  they  think  expedient 
to  grant  at  their  own  discretion  and  upon  their  own 
re^ponsibiliiy. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  ibere  are  two  other  qaes- 
tioas,  naturally  enoagb  connected  with  the  subject 
of  this  bill,  of  ihe  greatest  imporiance,  and  about 
which  much  miy  be  said;  and  abont  which  there 
will  probably  be  some  controversy.  The  first  of 
these,  both  in  point  of  time  and  importance,  con- 
cerns the  exu'nt  of  tbe  dehclenoy  that  will  exist  in 
lbs  rrsoaroes  of  the  Treasury  during  ths  present 
year,  and  rai^s  ibe  inquiry  whether,  instead  of  five 
millions,  ten  or  even  more  will  not  be  necessary  to 
meet  (be  demands  upon  the  Treasury  witbia  the 
year. 

Relyioi;  chiefly  npon  the  proof  fumithed  by  ifae 
aiUMial  report  of  the  Secie'ary  of  Ihe  Treasury,  I 
aball  attempt  to  show  that  the  amount  of  existing 
debts  or  demands,  as  well  as  the  demands  which 
will  certainly  accrue  asiaiDst  the  Treasury  in  the 
00Hr>e  of  the  year  (lti41)  is  Inrgely  underrated  by 
that  officer,  and  that  a  high  degree  of  probability 
exists  that  be  overrates  t:ie  amount  of  the  current  re- 
cwpu  iaio  tbe  Treasury,  both  from  customs  and 
lands. 

Liti  09  first  inqoiia  what  will  be  the  total  aiacmnt 
legally  charitable  npon  tbe  Treasnr7  dorio;  tbe 


present  year  (1641;)  acid  secondly,  what  amount 
w.ll  probably  be  actually  pretenied  or  demaaded  at 
iheTieasury  within  the  year. 

The  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  ia  his  annual  re- 
port, slates  the  amount  legally  chargeable  npon  the 
Treasury  within  the  year  1841,  at  thirty-two  mil- 
lion five  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven  dollars;  but  it  further  appears, 
from  his  own  staipment,  that  he  estimates  the  actu- 
al demands  up»n  the  Treasury,  within  the  year,  at 
no  more  than  twenty4wo  millions  one  hundred  and 
thirty-four  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  thirty-fona 
dollars — the  difference  between  these  two  sums  being 
ten  million  four  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  and 
twenty-seven  dollars.  This  last  is  the  precise 
amoBHt  of  the  appropriations  for  1840,  and  former 
years,  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year  1840, 
eiih':r  already  applied  or  sot  aside  for  the  service  of 
that  year,  and  not  yet  called  fur,  or  not  applied, 
(postponed)  and  ren^ainiog  applicable  to  the  ser- 
vice of  1841.  For  this  large  amount  the  Secretary 
thinks  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  make  any  provi- 
sion, on  the  supposition  that  an  equal  amount  of 
Ihe  appropriations  for  the  present  year  will  lie  over 
uncalled  for,  or  unapplied  at  the  close  of  it.  This 
as  I  will  show  hereafter,  is  mere  conjecture  on  Ibe 
part  of  the  Secretary;  for,  as  to  the  amount  which 
may  be  oulstandiog  at  the  end  of  the  present  year, 
it  may  be  lea  %t  it  may  be  only  two  millions,  ac- 
cording to  circumstances. 

If  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury  is  correct  in  the 
soppositit'n  that  no  more  than  tii'enty-two  millions 
and  a  little  upwards  will  be  actually  called  for  or 
demanded  at  the  Treasury  within  Ihe  year,  it  will 
only  be  necessary  to  provide  means  to  that  amount, 
and  a  sufficient  balance  in  the  Treasury  to  mee 
cooliogencies.  But  if  it  can  be  shonn  ihat  a  much 
greater  amount  of  payments  wi.l  be  required  from 
the  1'reasury  within  tbe  year,  it  muit  be  met  by  an 
increased  supply  of  means. 

The  best  mode  of  delecting  and  exposing  the 
errors  of  the  Secretary  will  be  to  take  up  and  exa- 
mine the  items  ia  bis  estimate,  both  of  charge  and 
supply,  separately. 

The  appropna'ions  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Trea'^nry,  as  a  n3w  and  specific  charge  upon 
the  year  184 1,  amount  lo  a  small  t^um  over  sixteen 
and  a  half  millinns  of  dollars.  This  is  the  lowest 
estiinato  since  1835  I  do  not  complain  of  it  be- 
cause it  is  well  enough  lo  bear  in  mind  that  it  is 
evidently  a  forced  evlimaie;  and  for  that  reason, 
and  the  further  one  that  the  nearer  the  estimates  or 
appropriations  for  any  one  year  approximate  Ihe 
actual  wants  of  the  Qovi'tament,  the  larger  the 
proportion  of  ihem  which  w  U  he  expended  within 
tlie  year.  The  Secretary  bad  said,  two  years  ago, 
that  the  annual  expenditures  mighi,  in  bis  opinion, 
be  soi>n  reduced  lo  sevvnteea  or  eighteen  millions 
of  dollar^;  and,  to  verify,  as  nearly  as  poasible,  his 
own  predictions,  he  made  a  sort  of  Pre  crnstes  bed 
of  the  Treasury  estimates,  to  which  every,  branch 
of  the  public  service  was  to  be  fitted'al  all  hazards. 
These  c^umaieii  are  certainly  not  adjusted  U>  tbe 
demands  of  the  public  service  at  the  present  jone- 
ture,  as  will  abnadaoiir  appear  from  various  pub- 
lic documents  emanaiiog  from  the  Executive  de- 
partmsnt).  To  make  the  demands  of  the  public 
service  tqaaie  with  his  standard  of  expenditures, 
the  Secretary,  like  (he  tyrant  of  dd,  has  lopped  oflf 
a  foot  here,  and  a  brad  there,  and,  had  it  been  ne- 
cessary for  bis  purpose,  be  was  even  prepared  to 
have  eacrified  an  entire  branch  of  lbs  pnhlie  ser- 
vice for  a  time.  iff-.^ 

The  next  item,  or  rather  the  next  class  of  the 
new  charges  upon  the  Treasury  for  the  year  1841, 
IS  one  which  the  Seeteiary  could  neither  add  lo  nor 
diminish— it  being  the  amount  which  is  already  ap- 
propriated for  tbe  service  of  the  year,  by  existing 
laws,  to  certain  specifi<d  objects.  The  aggregate 
amount  of  this  description  of  new  charges  is  five 
million  five  hundred  and  thirteen  ihoosagd  two 
hundred  dollars.  Tha  principal  item  of  diis 
amount  is  four  inillioos  and  a  half  of  dollars,  which 
will  be  required  (o  redeem  out-tanding  Treasury 
notes  wiihin  tbe  ;ear  1841.  The  sum  of  these 
two  item  j  or  classes  of  new  appropriations,  for  the 
y«ar  1841,  will  exhibit  ihe  «hole  amount  which 
the  Seeretaty  of  the  Treasury  supposes  will  be  ae- 
toally  demanded  or  paid  within  ttie  year.    When 


thrown  into  the  usual  Treasaiy  form,  ih«y  will 

stand  thus: 

Kstimate  of  appropriations  to  be  made  spMificftUy 
chargeable  upon  the  year  1841      -  |16,631«t30 

Appropriations  specifically  chargeable 
upon  the  year  1841,  by  existiag 
laws,  viz: 

For  military  service^doe.  •    |864,000 

Public  debt,  indttding  in- 
terest and  first  instal- 
ment oa  debt  assumed 
for  Diitrict  of  Colam- 
bia       -  -  •       14a.»00 

For  redemption  of  Trea- 
sury notes  falling  dae 
within  ihs  year  •  4,500,000 

Total  of  approptiatioiw  bjr  ssisiioK  ^ 

Uws  •  •  •  -     S.5iaJR0 


Total  amount  specifically  chargeable 

npon  the  year  1841  •  r  |33,134,790 

But  there  is  another  large  class  of  approfsia- 
lions  chargeable  upon  (he  year  1841,  which  ou^lo 
be  included  in  the  regular  and  formal  statementt 
which  issue  from  the  Treasury  Department,  bat 
which,  in  general,  are  only  to  be  asoertamed  from 
a  careful  reading  of  the  annual  report.  I  meaa 
the  balances  of  appropriations  for  former  years, 
which  are  outstanding  at  the  close  of  one  year, 
and  become  a  legal  charge  upon  the  eBsoiog  yaajr, 
without  any  new  legal  sanction.  These  bonces, 
at  the  end  of  1840,  appear,  from  tbe  ttatemeat  ac- 
companying the  annnal  report  and  estimates,  to 
have  been,  as  (  have  before  stated,  ten  million  four 
hundred  and  eleven  thontand  and  twenty  seven 
dollars.  In  general,  these  balMcea  ot  fomer  ap- 
propriations are  the  first  that  are  drawn  from  (he 
Treasury  in  each  year,  and  the  meaD^  iheiefoBe, 
must  be  provided  to  meet  them  in  some  mods  or 
other;  but  I  notice  them  at  present  only  as  oqnsti- 
tuiing  legally  and  properly  a  part  of  the  entire 
chatge  npon  Ihe  Treasury  in  the  year  1841.  By 
looking  into  the  annual  Treasury  report,  it  will  be 
found  that  tbe  Secretary  so  regards  them.  Tae 
total  amooat  of  appropriatioDS  legally  chargeable 
upon  the  year  1841,  according  to  the  Treasury 
stalemenu  and  estimates,  will,  fherefote,  exceed 
thirty-two  millions.  When  expressed  in  the  waal ' 
form,  the  aecouut  against  the  Treasury  would  stand 
thus: 

Amsont  of  appropriations  speeifteatly  oharsnblo 
upon  the  year  1841    .  .  .  |99,13i^T30 

Amount  of  former  apptopriaiions  ent- 

sunding  at  the  elate  of  thc/year 

1840,  and  which  beeome  a  legal 

charge  npoa  the  year  1841 .  .    10,411/S7 

Total  amonatof  apprepriatioas  lecal- 
ly  cbaigfable  upon  iIm  year  1841, 
according  to  the  estimates  and  state- 
ments of  :he  Secretary  of  the  Tiea- 
snry  .  .  «3a54*.747 

But  this  siatf ment  does  not  show  ibe  entiie  legal 
chaise  which  will  exist  against  the  Treasury  ia 
the  year  1841.  Tbe  Seaetary  of  ihe  Treasury 
makes  his  estimates  npon  (he  basis  of  the  usual 
and  current  service  of  the  year.  Tbe  presem  Se- 
cretary has  never  departed  from  this  rule  that  I 
remember,  even  in  a  ease  as  important  and  pteeafaig 
as  an  existing  war,  when  a  large  force  of  miliiia 
and  volunteers  were  in  the  field,  and  large  expen- 
ditures bad  been  actually  i&eurred  on  their  aoeouiti. 
Such  a  case  occnrred  in  1837.  At  that  time  the 
annual  estimates  of  itie  Seeretary  of  the  Treasury 
were  made  oat  ferihe  year  1833  (December,  163^ 
there  were  between  five  and  six  ihousand  mouated 
volunteers  on  service  in  Florida,  besides  four  or 
five  ihoosand  regular  troops.  Before  the  dote  of 
the  year  1837,  and  very  probably  before  the  esti- 
mates for  tbe  following  year  were  made  onl,  a 
million  of  dollars  bad  been  expended  beyoad  tha 
amount  appropriated  for  that  service  in  that  year; 
yet  the  Secretary  took  no  notice  whatever,  in  bis 
estimates  of  the  expenditures  and  appropriadoDS 
for  the  year  1838,  of  tbe  large  and  extraordinary 
demands  apon  the  Treasury  which  the  Florida  war 
would  neetssacily  {nvdnoe;  nor  did  ks  make  any 
provision  wbittcver  for  the  nilUpa  of  doUws  thf  b 
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brini;  expended  in  that  service  wiibin  Ihe  year 
1837,  bejrond  ihe  appropriations.  The  fttct,  ih«re> 
(ore,  s-tated  by  the  geDtlemaa  from  Maine,  [Mr. 
Etins,]  of  half  a  million  of  dollars  haviag  these  i 
expended  in  1840,  tor  the  say  and  Bobsis-  ', 
lence  of  the  seventeen  hanared  milliut  now  in  the 
Florida  service,  and  no  notice  taken  uf  it  in  the 
annnal  estimates,  is  no  novelty  in  the  condoct  of 
the  honorable  SecKiary.  Hia  nsaal  prac- 
tice in  this  respect  shows  how  little  reliance 
is  to  be  _  placed  npon  his  estimaies  generally, 
as  exbibiiipg  the  amoont  of  rh*  probable  demand 
npon  the  Treasury  in  any  one  year.  Congress 
has  sVready  been  called  on  to  vole  at  the  present 
se^'^ion  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to 
tapply  the  deficiency  in  the  naval  pension  fund, 
which  the  Secretary  must  have  known  to  exist  be- 
fore be  made  oni  his  ektimates  for  the  present  year. 
This  is,  therifore,,a  new  diarge  npon  the  Trea. 
anry,  not  included  in  his  annual  eslinales.  To 
this  we  may  add  ninety-two  tboosand  dollars  rt> 
ported  by  the  Ciommiitee  of  Ways  and  Means  for 
the  saine  object.  We  must  also  iaetnde  in  oor  ao. 
«onnt  of  the  new  aharges  which  will  certainly  be 
created  against  the  Treasury  within  the  present 
year,  the  amonnt  proposed  to  be  appropriated  for 
the  public  baildingi  in  this  city,  now  under  eon- 
iraet,  or  in  a  course  of  ooostruetion.  Xhia  sum 
will  not  fall  tbort  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  Ibcn. 
•and  dollars,  and  may  far  exeead  that  amonnt, 
Wr  mai'  also  safely  estimate  that  at  least  two  hnn- 
died  tbuasand  dollars  will  be  voted  by  Congress  to 
miscellaneous  objects  at  the  present  sescion.  This 
item  has  been  tel  down  by  'he  Secretary  of  ibe 
Treasury,  in  some  of  bis  estimates,  at  one  million 
of  dollars-  In  addition  to  these  sevsral  amoonts, 
we  learn  from  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  [Mr.  Evams]  that  the  Seereury  of  War  had 
sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  an 
rsiimaie  of  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Florida  war  in  the  year  1841,  amonnting  lo  two 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars;  and  as  it  appears 
that  a  large  portion  of  Ibis  amount  hat  already 
been  expended,  and  the  war  still  continues,  I  take 
it  for  granted  thai  that  sum,  at  least,  will  be  voted 
by  Congress  for  that  service.  These  several  items 
of  new  appropriations,  not  inelnded  in  the  annual 
estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  will,  of 
course  increase  the  amount  already  stated  as  con- 
siilating  the  gross  legal  charge  upon  Ihe  Treasury 
in  the  year  1841,  according  to  the  Treasury  esti- 
mates. Stated  in  the  usual  form,  ihe  whole  amonnt 
legally  chargeable  upon  the  Treasury  in  the  year 
1841,  will  stand  thus: 

Total  amount  legally  chargeable  npon  (be  Treasu- 
ry in  (he  year  1841,  according  to  the  annual 
Treasury  estimates  and  statements,  |33,505,747 
New  appropriations,   not  included  in 

the  Treasury  estimates,  viz: 
Amount  already  appropriaied  to  supply 
deficiency   in    the    naval    pension 
fond          .            .            .  #150,000 
Amount  reported  by  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  for 
the  same  object      .           .     93,000 
Amount  reported  by  Commit- 
tee on  PuUie  Buildings     .  115,000 
.  Amonnt  asked  for  by  8eere(a- 
ryof  War  for  support  af 
the  Florida  war      .            3,500,000 
Amount  of  probable  appropri- 
ations for  miscellaneous  ob- 
jec(s          .           .           .   300,000 
Total  of  new  appropria(ions 
not  inelnded  in^the  'Treasn- 
ry    estimates    and    state- 
ments        .  . 3,057,000 


Total  amonnt  legally  chargeable  npon 
the  Treasury  in  the  year  1841,  #35,563,747 
Of  Ihe  whole  amonnt  thus  >hown  to  be  chargea- 
ble upon  the  Tretunry  in  the  year  1841,  we  have 
already  explained  that  ten  million  four  hundred 
and  eleven  thousand  and  twiniy-seven  dollars  con- 
sist of  former  appropriati  >ds;  and  although,  as  al- 
n-S'ly  Kiaied,  these  are  the  first  that  will  be  expend- 
ed a.id  pa.'d  from  the  Treasoiy  within  tbe  vear,  yet 
Ihe  Hectelatjr  of  the  Trtasury,  in  making  out  his 
tsumatc  of  ih:  amount  of  mcv»  necessary  to  meet  I 


the  actual  demands  npon  the  Treasury  wiihin  the 
year,  assumes  as  the  basis  of  his  estimate,  that 
there  will  be  a  balance  of  the  whole  amonnt  of 
aopropriationt  legally  chargeable  upon  ih°  Treasu- 
ry m  the  year  1841,  remaining  unexpended  or  un- 
called for  at  the  end  of  that  year,  about  as  large  as 
Ihe  simi'ar  sggregate  balance  ontstandiog  at  the  end 
of  the  year  1840.  If  ihe  Secretary  is  correct  in  ihis 
assumption,  (hen,  instead  of  thirty-five  and  a  half 
millions  of  dollars,  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  pro- 
vide means  sufficient  to  meet  a  demand  of  twenty- 
five  millions  and  a  little  upwards  within  the  year — 
(bis  being  the  balance  of  the  entire  charge  upon  the 
Tlreasury,  after  deducting  an  ameont  equal  to  tbe 
outstanding  balances  of  former  appropriations  at 
the  end  of  the  year  1840.  The  question  is,  whether 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  not  made  too 
high  an  sstimate  of  the  outstanding  balances  of  ap- 
propriations at  the  close  of  tbe  present  year. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  question  whether  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  has  not  overrated  the  balance 
of  the-  appropriations  chargeable  upon  the  present 
yaar  which  will  be  ontsianding  at  the  close  of  it, 
and  for  which  he  thinks  it  unnecessary  to  make  any 
provision  wiihin  the  year.  In  deciding  open  the 
probable  amonnt  of  tbe  appropriations  of  the  pre- 
sent andf  ormer  years  which  will  be  outstanding  at 
the  and  of  this  year,  it  is  necessary  to  look  into  the 
nature  and  condition  of  ihe  servit^  and  obji^ots  for 
which  they  were  voted  by  Congress.  Of  the  ten 
millions  and  upwards  of  these  talancei  which  ap- 
pear from  the  Treasury  statements  to  bav:  been 
outstanding  at  the  close  of  1840,  tbe  largest  portion — 
in  faci,  neatly  all  of  them — were  specifically  chargea- 
ble upon  the  year  1840.  From  the  same  statement  it 
appears  that  upwards  of  six  millions  and  a  half  of 
the  entire  amount  have  been  ezpendsd  or  applied 
to  the  service  of  the  last  year,  but  the  payments 
therefor  have  not  been  demanded  or  ma.le  from  the 
Treasury.  They,  therefore,  continue  to  be  a  legal 
charge  npon  Ihe  Treasury  during  the  present  year 
and  until  paid.  Tbe  condition  of  this  part  of  these 
outstanding  balances  may  be  made  more  intelligible 
by  the  employment  of  a  term  not  strictly  admis- 
sible in  financial  parlance.  They  may  be  properly 
represented  as  mortgaged  or  secured  for  tbe  pay- 
ment of  debts  already  due  by  the  Oovernment,  or 
for  the  fulfilment  of  contracts  and  engagements  en- 
tered into  before  the  close  of  the  year  1840,  and 
which  remain  to  be  paid  in  the  year  1841.  An- 
other, and  ths  only  remaining  portion  of  iheie 
balances,  after  tbe  transfer  of  a  small  part  to  the 
surplus  fund,  has  not  been  expended  or  applied  to 
the  service  of  any  former  year;  they  have  been- 
postponed,  and  remain  over  lo  be  expended  or  ap- 
plied to  tbe  objects  for  which  they  were  originally 
appropriated  wiihin  the  year  1841.  These  unap- 
plied or  poctponed  balances  amount,  as  appears 
from  (he  Treasury  statements,  to  upwards  of  three 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  They  might  and 
ought  (o  have  been  applied  to  the  service  of  the 
year  1840,  had  (here  been  sufficient  time  after  they 
were  passed  by  Congress,  or  had  the  Execiiive 
been  pleased  to  do  so,  but  which  were  not  so  ap. 
pliad,  either  for  want  of  time  or  inclination.  The 
obligation  on  the  Executive  to  expend  or  apply 
these  unapplied  or  postponed  balances  wiihin  the 
present  year  is  just  as  binding  as  though  they  were 
made  a  specific  charge  npon  1841  by  taw. 

It  is  (rue  that  the  Executive  administraUon  may 
so  manage  as  to  postpone  cr  suipend  tbe  applica- 
tion of  a  portion  of  these  unapplied  balances  to 
another  year,  as  tbe  present  Administration  has 
done  wiihin  the  last  two  years.  In  the  same  man- 
ner a  large  portion  of  the  expenditure  of  the  new 
appropriations  for  the  present  year  may  be  post- 
poned until  1843;  but,  in  both  cases,  it  would  be  a 
postponement — a  suspension  (except  as  to  a  small 
part,  in  its  nature  contingent,  anil  which  may  ne- 
ver be  wanted)  atainst  law,  and  in  violation  of  a 
high  moral,  as  wall  as  legal  and  constitutional  duty. 
When  Congress  approprisies  moneys,  it  is  meant 
that  ihey  should  be  applied  to  the  respective 
branches  of  the  public  service  for  which  they  were 
designed  as  itpeedily  as  may  be  consistent  wi'h  ihe 
natura  and  demands  of  the  objec's.  The  Execu- 
tive, except  in  cases  expressly  provided,  is  vested 
with  no  discretion  in  ihe  maiter,  and  the  assump- 
tion of  it  is  an  abnaa  ol  power.    I(  i«  (be  eureiw 


of  a  dispensing  power.  Execmive  inflneiiee  acd 
pa(ronage  are  necessarily  increa.<«d  when  authority 
is  atsumed  (o  apply  large  sums  of  money,  or  net, 
at  discretion,  to  objects  aod  interests  in  which  iaigc 
bodies  of  men  feel  a  personal  cooeem. 

It  may  be  of  use  to  notice  briefly  the  natnxe  aad 
history  of  these  outstanding  balances  wiibim  the 
last  ten  or  twelve  years.  Tbey  have  attrae(ed  loo 
little  atiention  from  Congress.  The  thecvy  of  omi 
system  of  annual  and  specific  appropriations  sap- 
poses  or  requires,  in  general,  that  die  appropria- 
tions made  by  law  for  the  service  of  a  year  thall  be 
expended  or  applied  within  that  year  lo  tbe  objeett 
speeifled.  This  is  so  at  least  as  to  all  appro- 
priations not  contingent  in  iheir  nature,  or  Aol  ia 
their  terms  confined  lo  tbe  service  of  a  sii^g!e  year. 
To  carry  out  Ihis  theory  rigoroosly  would  oftea  be 
very  inconvenient,  and  sometimes  impossible.  For 
example:  Payments  upon  contracts  for  supplies  of 
the  army  and  navy;  npon  contracts  for  sappfyiag 
timber  to  tbe  navy;  and  even  the  pay  of  ibit  amy 
and  navy,  from  the  nature  of  the  service,  caaaol 
always  be  made  at  regular  periods.  In  such  eases, 
although  the  expenditures  may  be  said  to  be  fa- 
eurred  wiihin  the  year,  tbe  payments  a-e  oftoq  wot 
made  from  tbe  Treasury  until  after  the  close  vH  tbe 
year  for  which  the  appropriations  were  made.  Bat 
a  constitutional  and  faithful  administration  of 
the  Government  requires  that  the  appropriatioaa 
and  the  expenditures  for  each  year  shail  eorra- 
spond  as  nearly  as  possible.  By  the  existiag 
practice,  the  Qovernment  assomes  tbe  power  to  re- 
duce or  enlarge  tbe  expenditures  within  the  year. 
at  its  discreiion.  The  practice  of  the  presenl  Ad- 
ministration, in  this  respect,  will  put  it  in  the  power 
of  the  Gk)vernment,  wiibin  the.  present  year,  for 
example,  ts  expend  twemy-five  or  six  millions  of 
dollars,  provided  the  Treasury  is  sufficiently  reple- 
nished, although  the  new  appropnations  spedfieal- 
ly  chan;eabU  upon  the  year  may  not  exceed  twea- 
ly-two  millions;  and  of  the  whole  amonat  legally 
(diargeable  upon  tbe  Treasury  in  1841,  we  hare 
seen  that  the  Secretary  estimates  that  upwards  of 
(en  millions  will  remain  either  unexpended  or  aa- 
ealled  for  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Tlis  is  aa 
abuse  for  which  there  is  no  adeqaaie  apologf  or 
necessity.  If  the  Secretary  is  right  in  his  estiataia 
of  tbe  probable  balance  ef  entttandinc  appn^tria- 
tions  at  tbe  end  of  the  present  year,  he  might  and 
ought  to  have  brought  down  his  estimates  oC  nev 
appropriations  to  twelve  instead  of  sixteen  miUkais 
of  dollars.  Tbe  progress  of  this  abuse  desesres  aa- 
tice.  The  charge  upon  the  year  1839,  oonaislt^ 
of  former  appropriations,  I  find  was  of  applied  b« 
unpaid  balances,  three  million  foar  himdred  and 
feventy-eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  eigh^- 
fuur  dollars,  while  the  amonnt  of  nnapi^ied  or 
postponed  balances  was  two  hundred  and  twraty- 
seven  thoosand< eight  hundred  and  serea  doUais 
only.  In  1830  the  applied  balances  lying  over  for 
payment  amounted  to  two  million  foar  haadred 
and  fifty-seven  thousand  dollars,  and  tbe  aaappUed 
to  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two  thousand  doilws.  la 

1833  the  applied  balances  were  three  million  foar 
hundred  and  twenty-ihree  thousand  dollars;,  and  tb« 
unapplied  five  hundred  and  one  thousand doilaia.  Ia 

1834  the  applied  balances  were  five  laillioB  oae 
hundred  sad  ninety  thousand  dollars,  and  the  *a- 
applied  four  hundred  and  forty-nine  thotasand  dol- 
lais.  After  that  year  this  irregularity  iaertaiiad  ia 
so  rapid  a  ratio  that,  at  the  dose  of  the  year  1B36, 
(be  aggt^E'tB  amount  of  these  balaacca  was  six- 
teea  millions  seven  hundred  and  fifty tt wo  ihoaaaad 
dollars.  At  the  close  of  the  year  1837  Ihey 
amounted  to  fourteen  million  one  hundred  and  fif- 
ty-seven thousand  dollars.  And  we  have  already 
seen  thai  at  the  close  of  the  year  1840,  while  tbe 
applied  balances  were  only  six  million  six  handled 
aud  sixty-one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty  three  dollars,  showing  an  increase  of 
this  class  of  balances  (ince  1839  of  about  oae  haih 
dred  per  cent,  the  unapp.ied  or  pcefponed  bataocei 
were  three  million  i^even  hundred  and  forty-nias 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  foar  t'olUrs,  an  aaovBt 
more  than  six>een  times  greater  than  the  same  < 
of  balances  ia  1839  I 

In  order  to  fi  rm  some  |nst  estirnate  of  the  | 
tion  uf  uiebe  three  million  seven  hundred  and  fony- 
nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  four  dolhin  of  iht 
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unapplied  appropria<ioii8.of  former  yean,  which , 
will  be  expended  within  the  year  1841,  milov  me 
to  point  out  8oma  of  the  most  considerable  items 
which  make  op  the  amoont  as  ihey  appear  in  ihe 
Treasnry  etiimaie.  First,  there  is  the  sum  of  eight 
hnntfred  and  fifty  thuasand  dollars  applicable  to 
the  pay  and  sabsistence  of  the  army.  The  second 
I  will  note  is  the  sam  of  six  haodred  and  fifty- 
seren  thousand  fonr  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars 
applied  to  the  payment  of  pensions.  A  third  is  the 
sum  of  fonr  hundred  and  forty  thousand  aeyen 
hundred  and  ten  dollars  applicable  to  the  ordnance 
department.  The  last  I  ehall  ennmerats  is  the 
sum  of  eight  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand  four 
hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  which  remain  of 
last  year's  appropriations  applicable  to  foriiAea- 
lions.  These  four  items  make  an  a)cgregate  of  two 
million  seren  hundred  and  tirty-two  thousand  six 
hundred  and  fire  dollars;  and  from  the  nature  of 
ihem  I  infer  that  ereiy  cent  of  them  will  he  or 
Dught  to  be  expended  within  the  year  in  addition 
10  the  amount  of  new  appropriations.  Apart  of 
ihe  sum  applicable  to  pensions  may  lie  over. 

It  will  be  found  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury himself  was  conscious  when  did  up  his  report 
bat  it  would  not  be  altogether  safe  to  rely  opoa  so 
arge  an  amount  of  appropriations  outstanding  at 
he  close  of  1841.  He  suggests  "that  a  greater 
jroportion  of  outstanding  appropriations  at  the  end 
)f  the  year  1840  than  will  be  lelt  unexpended  o(  the 
lew  idiarges  imposed."  Why  this  saggektioo?  Un- 
loubtedly  because  he  well  knew  that  there  were 
sireumstances  calculated  to  nrodnee  tkii  result, 
irbich  aonld  not  long  escape  detection.  He  knew 
hat  the  policy  of  suving  off  every  demand  against 
he  Treasury  as  the  slightest  pretext  existed  for 
loiog  so,'  which  has  prevailed  for  the  last  two 
rears,  was  obliged  to  come  to  light.  He  also  well 
tnew  the  extent  to  which  the  practice  has  obtained 
if  late  of  postponing  or  suspending  the  application 
ir  expenditure  of  appropriations.  The  policy  in 
oth  cases  has  been  dictated  by  Ihe  low  state  of  the 
mblie  funds,  and  the  effr ci  has  been  to  cause  a 
eavier  drain  upon  the  Treasury  in  the  ensuing 
ear;  and  at  the  same  time  to  ensure  the  necessity 
'f  applying  or  ei pending  a  laiiger  proportion  of 
oth  the  old  and  the  new  appropriations  to  the 
^tfnl  objects  within  the  present  year.  Another 
aose  of  an  inereased  expenditure  in  the  year  1841  | 
lay  be  added:  the  appropriations  for  the  year  1840 
tere  passed  at  so  late  a  season  of  the  year  that  a 
irge  amount  of  them  could  not  be  expended  for 
ant  of  time,  and,  as  to  a  part  of  them',  there  was 
■Bspenrion  authorized  by  law. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  Congress  makes  a 
irge  appropriation,  which,  from  its  nature,  cannot 
e  expended  within  one  year;  and  such  appropria- 
ons  of  course  cause  a  temporary  increase  of  the 
tlanees  at  the  end  of  the  year.  One  example  of 
lis  kind  is  to  b«  found  in  the  appropriation  of  up- 
vrds  of  five  millions  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
berokee  treaty.  This  amount  hung  like  a  dark 
loud  upon  the  Treasury  for  several  years,  but  it 
i  iMW  so  much  reduced  that  it  is  no  longer  of  any 
iportaoee.  Mo  simibu  appropriations  of  very 
-eat  extent  swell  the  present  amount  of  these  ba- 
ilees. Upon  the  whole,  1  conclude  that,  from  all 
«  eauaes  and  from  all  the  reasons  I  have  assign- 
I,  instead  of  ten  millions  remaining  unpaid  or 
lapplied  at  the  end  of  the  present  year,  (1841,) 
e  balance  so  remaining  of  both  classes  will  not 
[ceed  six  millions  of  dollars,  if  it  tuns  out  so 
neh.  Dednet  this  amount  from  the  gross  sua 
own  to  be  chargeable  upon  the  Treasury  in  the 
:ar  1841,  and  the  remainder  will  show  the  true 
nount  for  which  a  cash  provision  miut  be  made 
iihin  the  year.  I  will  make  the  statement  in  the 
wal  form: 

otal  amount  legally  chargeable  upon  the  Trea- 
sury within  the  year  1841,  as  before  siattd  and 
explained     ....  35^569,747 
tdnet  amount  of  balance  of  applied 
and 'Unapplied  or  postponed  appro- 
priations, which  will  probably  be 
oatttandmg  at  ute  end  of  the  year 

1841  .  .  .  .      6,000,000 

novnt  of  aetual  demands  upon  the 
Treaaoiy  in  the  year  1841,  and  for 


which  provision  must  be  made  .  |29,562.747 
This  amount  must  be  provided  for  ia  some  form 
or  otbrr.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  estimates 
the  balaoce  of  cash  means  in  the  Treasury,  at  the 
close  of  the  year  1840,  at  one  million  five  hundred 
and  ninety  thoiuaDdl  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five 
dollars;  but  this  is  but  a  small  portion  of  the  whole 
sum  required  during  the  year.  How  does  the  Se- 
cretary propose  to  make  up  the  balance?  He  in- 
forms us  that  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  will 
probably  be  collected  from  debtor  banks;  from  mis- 
cellaneous sources  eighty  thousand  dollars;  and 
that,  until  the  Sht  of  March,  an  authority  will  ex- 
i^t,  under  the  aet  of  31st  March,  1840,  to  issue 
three  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  six  hundred 
and  eighteen  dollars  in  Treasury  notss,  provided 
Ihe  whole  emission  ontstandingl  does  not  exceed 
five  millions  of  dollars.  These  several  items,  sup- 
posing Ihem  all  to  be  available  to  the  extent  stated, 
make  an  aggregate  of  means  amounting  to  two 
million  two  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  four 
hundred  and  seyenty-ihree  dollars.  But  the  main 
resonrce  relied  upon  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  meet  the  demands  upon  the  Treasury  is  the 
receipts  from  the  customs  and  lands  within  the 
year.  From  the  customs  he  estimates  that  there 
will  be  received,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  nine- 
teen millions,  and  from  the  sales  of  thepnblic  lands 
three  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars;  making  the 
aggregate  receipu  from  the  two  sdtiices  twenty-two 
millions  and  a  half  of  dollars.  Tnis  amount, 
added  to  the  aggregate  sum  of  the  smaller  items  of 
supply  first  enumerated,  will  make  the  total  means 
of  the  Treasury  daring  the  year  1841,  according  to 
the  staiements  and  estimates  of  the  Secretary, 
twenty-four  millions  seven  hundred  and  thirteen 
thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars. 
This  amount,  deducted  from  the  twenty-nine  mil> 
lion  five  hundred  and  sixty-two  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  lorty-seveo  dollars,  the  amount  whicJi, 
as  I  have  shewn,  will  probably  be  demanded  at 
Ihe  Treasury  within  the  year,  will  leave  a  deficit 
amoimtiog  to  fonr  million  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-four  dol> 
lars.  Stated  in  the  usual  form,  the  account  be- 
tween the  waats  of  the  Treasury  within  the  year 
and  the  supplies  estimated  by  Ihe  Secretary  will 
stand  thus: 

The  probable  amount  of  actual  demands  upon  Ihe 
Treasury  within  the  year  1841        .  {^,563,747 
Means  stated  and  estimated  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  Ihe  Treasury,  viz: 
Amount  which  will  be  eollecied  from 
debtor  banks  in  the  year  1841 

1300,000 
Amount  which  willbeeoj. 
lected  from  miscellane- 
ous sources       .  .         80,000 
Amount  of  Treasury  notes 
which  may  be  issued  un- 
der act  of  SlstofMaich, 
1840     .                       .      348,618 
Amount  of  Ihe  estinuited 
balance  in  the  Treasn^    ' 
at  the  close  of  the  year 
1840     .                       .    1,S90,8S5 
Bstimaied  amount  of  re- 
ceipts   firom    evstoms 
jwithin  the  year  1841    .19,000,000 
Estimated   amount   from 
sales  of  public  lands  in 
the  year  1841   .           .    3,500,000 


Total  of  means  stated  and  estimated 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury    .    94,713,473 


Deficit  .    #4,849,374 

It  must  be  obaerfcd  that  Ihe  defideney  here  slated 
will  reeall,  without  leaving  a  balance  of  one  eent 
ia  the  Treasury  to  meet  contingencies.  But  it  ia 
more  important  at  present  to  analyie  Ihe  nature 
and  substance  of  the  means  slated  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury;  how  much  of  Ihem  is  cash,  or 
equivalent  to  cash;  and  what  portion  of  them  eon- 
cisls  of  mere  speculation,  dependent  upon  coojee* 
tural  estimates,  which,  in  these  limes  of  great  and 
sudden  flnctnations,  are  seldom  more  than  half 
equal  to  cash.  The  balance  in  the  Treasury  at 
the  close  of  1840,  whatever  it  may  be,  aid  Ihe  an* 


thority  to  make  a  further  issue  of  Treasury  notes, 
are  the  only  cash  items  in  thfc  whole  budget  of 
means  broosbt  forward  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury..  Of  the  twenty-four  millions  and  up- 
wards which  he  supposes  will  be  received  into 
the  Treasury  daring  the  year,  nineteen  mil- 
lions are  dependent  upon  the  amount  of  impor- 
tations and  the  receipt  of  duties  opon  them. 
How  does  the  Secretary  arrive  at  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  customs  will  yield  this  amonnt  within 
the  piesent  year}  Upon  what  information  of  large 
orders  sent  oat  or  of  inareasing  imporia^ons  does  - 
he  found  this  expectatlonl  He  does  not  tell;  and  I 
was  surprised,  not  to  say  astonished,  to  hear  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  ot  Ways  and  Means 
declare  that  he  looked  only  to  Ihe  statement  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  upon  that  point,  and 
that  he  went  no  further;  contenting  himself  .with 
the  observation  that  the  Secretary  was  the  chief  of- 
ficer of  the  OovemmeDt  entrusted  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  finances,  that  be  was  presumed  to  be  the 
best  informed  upon  this  whole  subject,  and  that  he 
eottld  not  rely  upon  better  authority.  The  honora- 
ble chairman  did  not  even  condescend  to  state  the 
data  ia  poesession  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, and  upon  which  he  founded  his  estimate  of  th; 
receipts  from  customs;  nor  did  it  appear  to  the 
House  th^l  the  ehairman  himself  had  been  so  far 
honored  and  confided  in  by  the  Secretary  as  to 
communicate  to  him  the  information  he  had  col- 
lected upon  that  subject.  And  has  this  House,  the 
eonsiiiniional  revenue-raising  branch  of  the  Na- 
tional Legislatnte,  and  has  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  Ihe  appointed  and  trusted  organ  of  the 
money-raising  power  of  the  Houre,  "thrunk  u>  M» 
VtttU  uMMivfl"  It  was  not  so  of  old  I  We  are  re- 
quired not  only  to  take  the  mere  estimates  of  die 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  equal  to  casl^  in  de- 
ciding upon  the  sufficiency  of  means  to  meet  Ihe 
demands  upon  the  Treasury  and  to  uphold  the  pub- 
lic credit  within  the  year,  but  we  are  not  even  put 
in  possession  of  the  grounds  upoo  which  he  makes 
them  oot.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
so  far  as  we  can  see  from  their  coarse  in  rvlatioiii  to 
this  bill,  have  neither  eyes  to  see,  nor  ears  to  hear, 
nor  tongue  to  speak,  any  thing  but  as  they  aie  ad- 
vised and  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
annr. 

Can  any  gentleman  on  this  floor  for  his  life  give 
any  reason  why  the  receipts  from  the  customs  in 
the  present  year  should  be  estimated  at  nineteen 
millioni  instead  of  eighteen  or  twenty?  Why,  in- 
deed, should  they  be  set  down  at  a  greater  amount 
than  fifteen  millioast  A  reasonable  drgiee  of  cer- 
tainly ought,  at  least,  to  be  required  when  the  faitl 
and  eredit  of  the  Government  are  to  depend  upon 
their  estimales.  The  receipts  from  customs  last 
year  (1840)  were  thirteen  millions  and  a  half,  as- 
certained and  estimated.  The  receipts  for  this 
year  are  set  down  as  good  for  five  millions  and  a 
half  more  than  they  yielded  last  year.  All  the 
light  we  have  received  apon  this  subject  since  the 
dale  of  the  annual  estimate  is  contained  in  the  let- 
ter of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  read  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
in  the  opening  of  this  ditcnssion.  In  that  letter 
be  informs  the  eommittee  that  the  nett  receipts 
flron  the  customs  for  the  present  (current)  qaarter 
of  the  year  will  not  exceed  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars. This  would  indicate  a  considerable  falling 
off  from  the  original  estimate.  At  this  rate  of 
quarterly  receipts,  the  eastoms  will  not  yield  mote 
than  twelve  millions  of  dollars;  but  my  friend  from 
Maine,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  who  is  better  informed  on 
this  subject  than  1  am,  thinks  the  original  estimate 
of  the  Secretary  not  too  high,  yet  the  argument 
employed  by  himself  does  not  corroborate  this  con- 
clusion. He  Slated  that  he  thought  the  estimate  of 
three  millions  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  low 
enough,  but  he  felt  confident  that  the  receipts  for 
Ihe  two  succeeding  quarters  of  the  year  would 
be  fifty  per  cent,  higher.  Admit  it  to  be  so.  The 
second  and  third  quarter^  revenue  from  customs  will 
then  amount  to  fonr  millions  and  a  half  each,  or 
nine  millions  of  dollars  for  the  two.  Suppose  sise 
that  Ihe  fourth  and  last  quarter  of  the  year  will 
supply  an  equal  amount,  (a  case  not  very  snpposa- 
ble,  constdeiiDC  the  large  reduction  of  duties  wluei( 
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i<  to  take  place  at  the  end  of  the  year,)  the  total 
amount  of  receipts  from  customs  wonld  then  be 
(miy  sixteen  millions '  and  a  half,  an  amoant  Ifs? 
than  ilie  oi^inal  estimate  of  the  Secreiarjr  of  ihe 
Treamiry  by  two  and  a  half  millions.  I  brg  leave 
to  aay  that  I  think  the  estimate  of  sixteen  millions 
and  a  half  quit*  high  enough  lo  be  assamed  as  cer- 
tain—Hfe  certain,  that  no  prorision  nerd  be  made 
by  law  fqr  sallying  any  deficiency  in  Ihe  revenue 
below  that  point,  when  we  are  deciding  npon  ih« 
necessary  toppties  tor  the  support  of  Government, 
mod  maintvning  the  pnblie  faiih  daring  the  year. 
The  reventik  from  the  casiomt  may,  indeed,  tuia 
out  to  be  mneh  greater  than  the  original  estimate 
of  the  SfcrMry  of  the  Treasury.  The  precise 
amonnt  of  Rotipts  from  enstoms  must  always  be 
•nbject  to  much  nneertainty.  I  was  qnite  eon- 
fouird<r4,  when  I  beard  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean!!,  after  he  bad, 
with  the  utmost  complacency,  declared  hisinien- 
lioiPof  relying  upon  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  as  the  very  best  authority  he  could 
cootUl),  and  ibst  w«  mast  take  them  as  the  basis  of 
our  snpplies  fbr  the  support  of  ibe  public  credit 
during  ihe  year,  torn  about  and  argue  in  diiect 
terms  that  there  was  no  sort  of  certaimy  in  these 
estimates,  nor  could  there  be,  from  the  nature  of 
the  source  of  this  branch  of  the  revenue — the  com- 
merce  of  the  country,  the  flucluations  and  revul- 
sionb  of  wbieh  being  so  ereat  and  irregular  as  to 
defy  all  calculation.  "Happy,*^  he  said,  "would 
the  man  be  who  couM  make  a  close  approxima- 
tion to  tbe  actual  rrceipta"  in  hts  erimates.  Yet, 
•ir,  it  is  these  uncertain  and  unreliabl:  estimates, 
and,  in  the  case  of  the  receipts  from  customs,  as- 
sumed to  exceed  in  the  present  year  those  of  the 
last  more  than  five  mil  ioiu  of  dollars,  that  we  are 
to  consider  as  a  certain  cash  fnnd  to  meet  actual 
demands  npon  the  Treasury  to  Iheir  full  amount 
within  tbe  year.  What  though  it  should  turn  out 
that  the  receipts  from  customs  within  the  year  may 
exceed  nineteen  millioiM',  does  that  possibility 
weaken  the  argomeilt  that,  in  providing  the  ways 
and  means  to  stipport  tbe  public  faith  and  credit, 
we  should  make  onr  estimates  so  moderate  and 
reasonable,  that  if  we  err  at  all,  we  should  err  on 
the  safh  tide,  that  we  should  be  sure  not  to  exceed 
the  actnal  receipL«7  Every  circumstance  con- 
■idered,  which  may  and  onght  to  influence  the  im- 
portalioDs  within  the  present  year — the  small  stock 
of  goods  on  hand,  and  the  reviving  trade  and  confi- 
dence onihe  one  band,  and  the  danger  of  over  im- 
portation on  the  eve  cf  the  great  reduction  of  duties 
to  ooeiir  So  soon  on  tbe  other— .'aiisfies  me  that  six- 
terh  millionB  and  a  halt  is  as  high  an  estimate  of 
the  Veoeipts  from  cnttoms  in  the  present  year  as  can 
be  safely  relied  on. 

Another  item  of  tbe  Secretary^  estimate,  I  be- 
lieve, will  turn  oat  to  be  quite  too  high.  I  allnde 
to  the  estimated  receipts  from  poblic  lands.  He 
states  them  at  thlree  and  a  half  millions.  This  is  a 
,  mutih  laifger  amount  than  appears  to  have  been  re- 
ceived within  the  past  year.  The  receipts  f^om 
this  scarce  in  1840  probably  have  not  exceeded  two 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  Upon  what  theory 
of  increasing  prosperity— upon  what  just  expecta- 
tion of  a  sound  and  abandant  eircnlatinsr  mediam 
likely  to  be  realixed  within  tbe  year  1841,  dnes  the 
Seeretaiy  base  bis  ealenlations  on  this  point?  Do 
we  not  well  know  that  tbe  season  of  bank  resump- 
tiqii  IB  always  one  of  diminfihed  currency,  of 
straitened  means  among  tbe  people?  Again,  sir: 
where  are  those  tracts  of  new  and  fertile  lands 
wbiofa  are  to  be  broaght  into  nurket  within  the 
present  year — what  fine  and  virgin  region  is  yet  to 
be  offered  to  tbe  eapidity  of  tbe  speculator,  or  to 
Ihe  more  hvmble  ambition  of  the  pioneer  and  set- 
tler, wbieh  holds  o«t  the  proepeet  of  increased  sales 
and  receipts  f^om  that  sooroe  within  the  p're-^ent 
year?  If  l-wanted  Evidence  of  the  over  estimate 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  this 
branch  of  tbe  revenue,  I  need  go  no  further  than 
bis  own  more  recent  statements,  contained  in  the 
ktter  read  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
In  that  letter  be  informed  ihe  committee  that  the 
reiseipm  (h>m  pnblie  lands  within  the  cnrrent  quar- 
ter of  the  present  year,  will  not  exceed  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thonsaBd  dollars.  At  this  rate  the 
receipts  of  the  whole  yMi  fitom  that  soatee,  will 


notexceed  one  millioneight  hundred  thausand  dollars 

Yon,  sir,  [IMr.  Casf.t,]  know  that  tbe  expecta- 
tions indal^  by  the  Secretary  on  this  subject  are, 
and  must  be,  delusive.  If  we  receive  two  and  a 
half  millions  from  lands  this  year,  we  will  do  well. 

I  do  not  forget  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, ia  his  annual  report,  holds  out  the  pro<ipect  of 
an  increase  of  receipts  from  the  lands  daring  tbe 
year  from  the  adoption  of  the  pteemptiftn  and  gra- 
dua'ion  policy — but  this  too  is  all  i  delusion — ^a 
humbug.  It  is  only  a  continuation  of  that  system 
of  imposture  with  which  the  country  has  been  so 
long  misguided  and  lured  on  to  the  most  injurious 
and  desttnctive  measore?.  Tbe  supporters  of  the 
pre-emption  and  graduation  principles  in  tbe  future 
sales  of  the  public  lands  well  know  that  the  receipts 
from  that  source  will  not  be  increawd  to  the 
amonntof  one  cent  within  the  year,  even  If  they 
E^onld  succeed  in  carrying  out  the  views  they  pro- 
fess npon  this  subject  at  the  present  session.  I  go 
farther.  I  say  they  not  only  do  not  expect  any  in- 
crease of  means  from  that  source,  bat  they  do  not 
intend  that  there  shall  beany.  If  I  am  wrong  in 
this  statement,  I  challenge  any  gentleman  who 
knows  the  contrary  to  rise  in  his  place  and  correct 
nie.  No,  sir,  they  know  they  have  no  intention  of 
patting  any  additional  means  from  this  source  into 
the  Treasury  wiitvin  the  present  year.  Yet  we 
coBtinuatly  hear  that  the  Tieasury  is  lo  be  reple- 
nished bv  the  passage  of  a  pre-emption  law. 

[Mr.  HtTuBiRD  of  Alabama  said  that  he  intend- 
ed that  ealcj  should  be  eOected  under  the  pre-emp- 
tion law,  if  it  should  pass,  daring  the  present  year, 
and  he  added  that  a  large  amount  of  the  pablic 
lands  had  been  surveyed  and  coald  be  entered 
within  the  year  J 

I  do  not  nndertake,  said  Mr.  Bcll,  to  speak  of 
the  views  of  every  individual  among  the 
friends  of  the  Administration,  in  or  int  of 
he  House,  npon  thi«  snbject.  I  only  speak 
of  the  Bggrettate  intention  and  pnb'cy  of  the 
parly  now  and  lately  in  power;  and  I  know  ihem 
to  be  saeh  as  I  now  state,  frcm  the  mo^t  conclu- 
sive facts  and  circumstances.  Bat,  let  me  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  though  he  may  not  ia^ 
tend  <o  prohibit  prompt  payment  from  the  settler  or 
the  present  owner  of  a  farm,  who  may  wish  to  bny 
adjoining  lands,  nudrr  the  eraduatinn  principle,  if 
be  intends  to  compel  immediate  payments,  or,  ra- 
ther, if  he  does  not  intend  to  give  timel  Does  he 
not  know  that  the  determinalinn  Is  to  give  at  least 
twelve  months'  credit  to  both  the  settlers  and  hold- 
ers of  adjoining  landst  Sir,  I  have  long  been  a 
close  observer  of  their  policy.  The  gentleman 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  Retnolds]  b'ooght  the  subject 
of  tbe  graduation  policy  befoie  the  House  at  an 
early  day  of  the  session,  and  he  made  qaite  an  ef- 
fective speech  npon  the  sutjeet,  but  not  a  syllable 
did  be  niter  to  commit  him  to  the  policy  of  imme- 
diate sales  and  prompt  payment.  The  pre-emption 
principle  has  been  chiefly  discussed  in  the  Senate, 
and,  aliboogb  I  have  been  kept  from  my  place 
here  by  indisposfiioa  for  several  weekit,  I  have  not 
lost  sight  of  the  important  movements  now  making 
on  the  political  chessboard.  I  have  been  so 
attentive  to  them  that  I  am  able  to  affirm  wiih  con- 
fidence that  no  money  was  intended  to  be  brought 
into  tbe  Treasury,  witbin  the  year,  by  the  adoption 
of  either  of  the  measures  alfnded  to. 

[Here  Mr.  Rcvnolds  rose  and  remarked  that,  as 
he  had  tieen  allnded  to,  he  would  explain  what  he 
had  said  tfpon  the  subject  of  the  public  land  if  he 
was  permitted.] 

It  is  not  necessary,  said  Mr.  Bell.  I  have  read 
die  genileman's  speech,  thongh  I  did  not  hear  it. 
I  ntaderstand  him  well.  I  will  do  him  tbe  justice 
to  say  that  he  is  one  of  the  most  ingenions  gentle- 
men in  this  House.  He  excels  in  the  an  of  getting 
along  with  tbe  people,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  con- 
vey in  common  phraseology  the  idea  of  superior 
tact  and  addiess  >a  electioneering.  Bat,  at  the 
same  time,  it  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  many 
an  honest  and  confiding  people  are  most  egregioas* 
ly  and  grievously  deceived  and  imposed  npon  by 
sneh  talents.  Yes,  sir,  I  anderstand  the  genfe- 
man'sspeedi  well  enoagh,  and  there  is  nothing  in 
it  to  contradict  the  views  I  have  expressed.  1  have 
also  Bbtieed'the  shape  of  the  pre-emption  bill  fai- 
trodaeaditt  the  other  branch  of  Ctmgress,  and  liie 


course  of  the  remarks  made  in  its  sapport. 
but  is  a  perfect  model  of  legislative  diplomacy. 
There  is  not  a  word  in  it  that  indicates  the  itmeof 
payment  by  the  settlers.  Yet  I  know  that  it  is  not 
intended  that  a  single  settler  thall  pay  a  dolte 
within  the  year,  aoless  be  does  it  volantarily.  Nor 
do  I  find  fault  with  the  policy  of  the  friends  of  the 
bill  in  this  re.<^ect.  In  the  first  place,  good  aaoa^ 
is  very  scarce  in  tbe  West,  as  every  where  else. 
If  tbe  banks  do  not  resume,  liie  money  tmmuM  be 
had,  lo  any  great  extent;  and  the  settler  would  km 
bis  pre-emption  right  for  tbe  want  of  means,  aad 
his  improvements  would  fall  into  tbe  hands  of 
specalators  and  capitalists  from  other  seettoaa  of 
tbe  country.  On  the  other  hand,  if  tbe  banks  aboaU 
re'tome specie  payments  in  the  West,  to  reqaire  tbe 
settlers  to  pay  for  their  lands  immediately  woald 
sbat  them  ap  again.  So  that  either  way  great 
mischief  wonld  ensae. 

Bat  I  nndertake  to  say,  if  the  door  were  Ihiown 
wide  open,  and  it  were  in  the  power  of  the  adr*- 
eaies  of  the  graduation  and  pre-emption  poliey  to 
carry  ont  the  plans  which  they  profess  to  have  so 
much  at  heart,  at  the  present  session,  ihey  woeild 
not  do  so.  I  have  known  iliem  too  long,  and  an- 
derstand them  too  well,  to  believe  they  eraaid  set- 
tle both  these  questions  at  this  time,  if  ihej  coald. 
For  six  eontinuous  years  have  I  warned  tbesMorre 
and  candid  advocates  of  this  change  in  oor  land 
system,  ibat  it  was  not  meant  by  utt  great  leaders 
to  settle  thes^  questions  for  a  series  of  years  to 
come.  I  am  not  sure  that  the  managers  of  this 
subject  ont  of  the  House  desire  thai  the  pre-oatip- 
tion  bill  sboold  pats  at  the  present  session.  To 
pass  boih,  I  am  sure,  is  not  designeil,  for  that  woaid 
exhaost  their  stock  in  trade;  and  tbe  people  in  the 
far  West  coald  no  longer  be  made  the  dapa  of 
those  who  profess  exclusive  devotion  to  their  inie- 
rests.  All  agiiaiion  upoo  this  snbject  wonld  hence- 
forward cease,  anil  those  who  live  and  hope  to  rise 
by  it  woald  lof  e  at  onee  their  oceap^tion  and  their 
prospects.  There  are  gentlemen  present,  and  from 
the  West,  and  who  belong  to  the  msjoniy  ia  this 
Hoase,  who  know  that  I  have  exprcMed  ihe« 
views  to  them  privately  for  the  last  six  years.  I 
do  not  mean  lo  be  andersiood,  in  th'se  maarks^  la 
being  opposed  to  the  pre-emption  poliey,  or  to  the 
engrafting  of  the  gradnaiion  principle  apoa  aor 
land  system.  On  the  eontrary,  I  have  been  nai- 
formly  in  favor  of  the  pre-emption  poliey — behev- 
ing  it  far  better  that  tbe  right  should  be  enjoyed  on- 
der  legal  sanctions  thaa  in  violaiioa  of  law. 
And  I  believe  it  will  be  expedient  to  adopt  tbe 
grai!  nation  principle  also.  Bat,  opon  snch  qfaea- 
tions,  I  think  our  laws  should  be  fixed  and  perma- 
nent. Our  policy  ought  to  be  proctaioed  ami  esta* 
blished  in  advance  of  the  settlement  of  the  6ne  re- 
gions of  the  West,  that  are  brongbi  into  maiket 
every  year  or  two.  This  whole  qneation  oaglK  u 
be  settled,  not  only  for  tbe  sake  of  the  Wear,  bat 
for  the  honor  of  the  country  and  iu  iosiitatioiia. 

I  beg  pardon  of  tbe  committee  for  this  digres* 
sion.  It  IS  a  sabjeet  too  nearly  allied  to  tbs  «m» 
under  debate  to  pan  wilhoat  any  nntiee;  and  it  vaa 
too  full  of  immediate  interest,  in  other  aspects  ifaaa 
that  which  relates  to  this  qoesiioo,  to  justify  ma  ia 
saying  less  upon  it.  My  prime  object  was  to  abow 
that  we  have  no  reason  to  expect  any  Inerease  of 
receipts  into  tbe  Treasury  from  die  pabHe  leads 
withm  tbe  'year,  by  any  change  in  the  land  sysism. 
1  have  already  expressed  tbe  convietwo  th*t  twa 
millions  and  a  half  wonld  be  tbe  maximnm  o^  re- 
ceipts from  that  source  within  the  year,  or,  at  aH 
events,  that  It  troakl  be  ansafe  to  rely  apoa  a 
greater  amount 

If  I  have  not  ened  in  assnmiag  that  sizteot  and 
a  half  milHoas  of  dollari  from  eostoms,'  and  twa 
and  a  half  mittioas  from  lands,  were  Mw  higkest 
amounts  which  coald  be  rafely  and  confidrntiy  i» 
lied  open  from  these  sonroes  within  the  year,  the 
means  of  die  Treasury  will  be  lets  thaa  the  Beat- 
tary  estimated  them  by  the  sum  of  three  mil'ioas 
and  a  half — that  being  the  difference  between  Ui 
estimate  of  the  receipts  from  oostoms  aad  landl 
and  the  one  I  have  stated  and  rely  upon.  TUi 
will,  of  conri>e,  show  an  iaciMsed  deficit  ia  iha 
means  of  the  Treasury  in  tbe  year  1841;  and  i^ 
Stead  of  fear  million  nine  hundred  and  fourteen 
lioosand  six  hundred  and  sevaatean  dottar^  aa  ba> 
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fore  slattd,  ibere  will  be  wanting  efght  million  foar 
bundrect  and  sixteen  ihouwnd  six  bandred  and 
Kventeen  dollars  of  addiiloiMil  means  to  meet  the 
pablie  engagameots  and  aciual  demaads  upon  the 
TreasDry  daring  ihe  year  1841. 

Bat  Ibis  is  aot  the  whole  amount  of  additional 
means  which  mast  be  provided,  if  w*  intend  to 
make  fall  and  adeqqale  proviiiion  for  the  support 
of  the  pablie  faith  and  credit.  Tiie  large  deficit  I 
have  just  stated  will  arise  withoat  allowing  a  ba- 
lance of  one  dollar  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  unex- 
pected or  contingent  demands— not  one  cent  to  car- 
ry on  the  operations  of  the  Mint.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  himself  informs  us,  in  his  annaal 
Kport,  that  a  less  balance  in  the  Treasury,  at  all 
timss,  than  five  or  tic  millicns  of  dollars  is  neither 
jndicioas  noivsafe;  and  be  has  earnestly  invoked 
the  attention  of  Congre»»  to  this  point  for  Ihe  last 
three  or  four  years.  Qenileuen  may  differ  as  to 
what  would  be  a  pioper  excess  of  means  over  the 
estimated  demnnde  npon  the  Treasury  within  the 
year.  It  aaems  to  me  that  what  would  be  a  safe 
rule  with  individnals  of  modeiaie  fortunes  or  in- 
comes, in  ibe  management  of  their  private  affairs, 
would  hold  good  with  a  Qovernmeni  of  moderate 
lereiMes  and  expenditures,  like  oar  own.  A  qnar- 
er^  income  or  revenue  shoald  always  b«  beid  in 
«g«rve  to  meet  those  emergencies  which  often 
irise  in  Ibe  affairs  both  of  individuals  and  Govern- 
nenls.  Five  millions,  by  this  lale,  wonldrnot  ex- 
«ed  a  proper  allowaace  for  the  Qovemment. 
This  provision  of  a  suitable  balance  in  the  Traasa- 
y  will  then  make  a  total  deficit  ia  the  means  of 
be  Treasury  daring  Ihe  year  of  thirteen  million 
our  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand  six  hundred  and 
ereateen  dollars.  This  statement  of  the  true  con- 
lition  of  the  Treasury  will  be  belter  understood  by 
ssaming  the  usual  synoptical  form: 
>e£cit  in  the  means  of  the  Treasury  according  to 
the  eslimaie  of  receipts  from  ciutoms  and  lands, 
(abinitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

#4,916,617 
idd  for  error  in  the  estimate  of  the  re> 
eeipts  from  customs  and  lands  in  the 
year  1841,  being  the  differenre  be- 
tween twenty-two  milliona  and  a 
half,  his  estimate  of  means  derivable 
from  both  sourcf  s,  and  nineteen  mil- 
lions, ihe  h'gbest  estimate  tbatean  be 
sarelj  relied  upon    .  .  .    8,500,000 

dd  for  suitable  and  expedient  balanee 
in  the  Tf  easur  .    5,000,000 


Total  dcaeit    .  .  .  (13,416,617 

Bnt  it  ia  proposed  lo  auborize  the  issne  of  five 
illions  of  Treasury  notes  by  the  piesent  bill, 
ippose  the  bill  paased;  tbeia  w«ild  still  be  a  defl- 
!ucy,  after  dcd  owing  ih«t  a'moani,  of -ocarly  eight 
iliioiui  aod'a  balf.  When  we  advert  to  the 
tffi  e  aima  npon  the  Government  growing  out  of 
B  Fonda  war  and  ibe  execaiion  of  Indian  trca- 
'a  which  we  hear  of  every  day,  and  which  it  is 
WM)  manifest  it  hM  been  the  policy  of  the  Ad- 
inisirau'on  to  defer  the  settlement  of  to  some  more 
opit'oas  lime,  there  can  scarcely  be  a  doubt  that 
I  real  defirieney  in  the  TteKwry  dating  the  pre- 
It  year,  if  the  credit  »nd  ja»iiee  of  ihe  Ooveru- 
int  b«  properly  upheld,  will  not  fall  short  of  ftf- 
m  miliioDS  of  dollars.  I  feel  qiute  tare  there  are 
stioK  claims  or  demands  npon  the  Oovemment 
ih>>  tfuariers  I  have  indienied  more  than  suficient 
balance  any  error  into  which  I  may  have  .been 
ray^d  toy  my  xeal  in  my  esiimste  of  the  reoeipu 
il  pxpendilurrs  in  the  prrsent  year. 
Se/bre  (  close  my  remtrlis  upon  this  bnnch  of 

I  >abject,  I  wi^h  to  adyert  for  a  moment  to  the 
,  nna-aal,  thoogbrxtravasant— uMtusayridieu- 
.s— assumption  of  the  friends  of  the  Admini- 
iiion,  thai  ibiS  bi'l  is  only  iniea^ed  to  aaticipa'e 
:  resonreeo  of  the  Treasury  within  the  year.  Th< 
aisaetnally  held  out  by  the  terms  of  the   bill, 

II  theae  five  millions  may  be  redeemed  wiihm 
prci>«ut  y«M-  And  the  honorable  ebairaan  of 
Commitie  of  Ways  and  Means  rehearses  the 
story,  "that  the  resources  of  the  Trtasniy  are 

1  ample  enoagb»  and  it  i*  only  intended  to  antici- 
e  them  for  a  short  period."  If  this  is  any  thing 
)  bnt  downright  mockery  fir  barlesqne,  it  sep- 
ta ibat.ibe  <>>•  r^i^ts inHD  cMo^isaiul  laada 
htn  Ibe  year,  instead  of  amoiuting  to  tweniy- 


two  millions  and  a  half,  according  lo  the  estimate 
uf  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  will  amount  to 
tweitty-eeven  and  a  half  millions.  Bat,  sir,  old 
habit<  are  bard  to  overcome.  For  the  last  three 
years,  the  necessity  of  these  Treasury  note  Mils 
was  saddled  npon  the  poor  banks,  crippled  and 
broken  down  as  many  of  them  were  by  the  ppliQy 
of  the  late  and  present  Administtaiions.  The  story 
went,  if  the  banks  would  only  pay  what  they 
owed  the  Government,  there  weald  t>«  no  use  for 
Treasury  notes.  That  fund  having  been  exhausted 
it  has  become  necessary  to  invent  some  other  pr». 
text.  Now,  it  Is  said  that  the  receipts  from  cos* 
toms  and  lands  flow  into  ihc  Treasury  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year  too  slowly  u  meet  the  immedi. 
ate  demands  npon  it.  The  artifice  is  too  shallow. 
The  country  is  no  longer  deceived  by  it. 

Bat,  Mr.  Chairman,  U  the  condition  of  the  Trea- 
sury in  the  present  year  is  elocmy  rnoDgfa,  what 
are  we  to  think  of  the  year  18431    With  a  debt  of 
at  least  ten  millions  emailed  upon  the  Treasury  in 
that  year,  growing  out  of  the  deficiencies  of  the 
pieseni,  and  a  revenue  IVom  enstoms  reduced  five 
millions  below  the  probable  receipts  of  this  year,  or 
yielding  not  more  than  len  or  eleven  millions,  what 
does  oar  duty  require  of  us  at  this  point  of  liaMt 
After  December,  1841,  says  the  Secreury  of  the 
Treasury  in  his  Aaniul  Report,  a  reduction  of 
duties  under  the  existing  tariff  will  take  effect  to  the 
amount  of  about  two  millions  and  a  ha'f  of  dollars. 
On  the  1st  of  July  afktwardii,  (1843)  "at  least  two 
millions  and  a  half  more  of   doiies  will  be  re- 
moved "    "If  the  imports,  tBen,"  continues  the  Se- 
cretary, "should  not  differ  moeh  from    those  of 
1838,  this  would  leave  an  income  from  ihem  not 
probably  exceeding  ten  or  eleven   millions  of  dol- 
lars yearly."    Eleven  millions  from  customs  and 
three  millions  from  lands,  which  would  be  a  libe- 
ral estimate  of  receipts  from  that  souree.will  make 
the  ajigregaie  revenue  for  the  year   1843  nat  more 
than  fourteen  milliont  of  dollars.    Until  the  Navy, 
now  almost  in  a  state  of  general  dilapidation,  and 
the  other  public  defences,  are  put  upon  a  rrspeeta- 
ble  and  rafe  footine;  and  especially  while  our  rela- 
tions with  Great  Britain  remain  in  their  present 
UBseilled  condition,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  an- 
nual and  current    expenditures  of   the  Govern- 
ment, ezclosive  ef  the  public  debt  incurred  by  the 
present  Adminisiralion,  cannot  fall  below  twen- 
ty mllions  of  doHan-;   thongh,  under  other  cir- 
cumstances, they  night  be  reduced  te  seventeen 
or  e^bieen  millions.    Here,  then,  is  exhibited  a 
certain  and  ineviiable  deficiency  in  the  future  an- 
naal revenues  of  the  O  >vemment  to  the  amount 
of  five  nr  six   millions  of  dollars.    The  pablie 
ifebt  or  defieiFBcy  already  existing,  and  which  must 
eonstitnie  a  charge  upon  the  recripis  of  next  year, 
we  have  seen,  exceeds  ten  millions— making  to- 
gether at  l.-ast  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  which 
most  be  provided  for  to  meet  the  deficiency  in  the 
revrpno-  of  1843.    It  will  net  tarpri'<e  me,  sir,  if 
the  deficiency  in  the  means  of  the  Trvasury  next 
year  shall  be  twenty  millions;  bat  I  will  suppose, 
for  the  picsrat,  Ihatii  will  not  exceed  fifteen  millions. 
This  state  of  thioEs,  it  would  seem,  nnKht  to  sink 
all  partisan  feelings,  and  unite  boih  sides  of  the 
Hon^e  ia  an  effjri  to  provide,  in  advance,  for  a 
deficiency  which  cannot  hot  be  embarrsssirg  in  the 
0<>vemment  and  to  the  coun'ry  generally.    But, 
instead  of  finding  the  majorities  of  the  two  Houie^i 
of  CoBgress  engaged  in  making  an  adequate  and 
necessary  provision  for  the  >opport  of  Government 
duriug  the  next  and  aaceeeding  years,  what  do  we 
behold?    The  veteran  leaders,  nothing  riaanted  by 
paKt  adventures  and  miscarriages,  and  with  all  the 
animation  and  hope  that  belong  to  youth  and  new 
enterprises,  are  renewing  their  biifs  for  the  Ameri- 
can PiTRPLC     They  are  ready  to  d'Spose  of  the 
public  domain  at  any  price  that  will  assure  lo  then 
Ibe  treat  reward  they  aspire  to.    Nothing  seems  of 
sufficient  interest  and  importance  to  occupy  their 
atieottoi]  hot  pre-emption  and   graduation  bills. 
The  sgitaiion,  at  leaM,  npon  thpse  snbjects,  must 
aot  be  permitted  lo  slamber.    The  fniiwe  and  eer- 
ain  embarrassments  of  the  Treasary  scarcely  re- 
•eive  a  pauing  thought  from  them. 

The  time  baseeme,  sir,  in  my  opinion,  when  we 
should  think  seriously  of  making  some  permanent 

S revision  npon  tbissabjeei.    It  Is  premature,  in  the 
pinion  of  somc^  to  legislate  opon  this  sobjeoi. 


That  depends  upon  the  remedy  wirieb  it  is  meet 
expedient  to  adopt.  If  it  shall  be  thought  the  best  ' 
and  wisest  policy  to  supply  the  anticipated  deft-  , 
pienoy  in  the  revenne  by  the  ase  of  the  crsdit  ef  the 
aovcmmeiM>-4n  the  eontiaaaiioo  of  a  public  debt, 
cither  in  the  disguise  ef  Treasury  notes,  or  more 
t^enly  by  loan — then  I  admit  the  neoessiQr  of  im- 
fnediate  legislation  is  not  so  dear.  But  the  idea  of 
public  debt  appears  to  be  totally  npadiated  iif  the 
preseat  majority  in  Coagrete.  An  admitted  and 
Undisguised  pnblie  debt,  whiiever  may  be  thought 
of  one  nndcr  color  of  Treasury  notes,  Is  so  abhor- 
rent to  their  feelings,  that  in  no  emergener  whidi 
can  arise  in  time  of  peace  will  they  countenance  it. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual  re- 
port, eondemns,  in  the  most  anf  ualifled  manner, 
the  we  of  Treasury  notes  as  a  means  of  providing 
for  a  permanent  defieieney  in  the  revenne,  such  as 
he  saya  will  take  place  la  1649.  What  other  alter- 
natives are  presented  to  our  cboioel  Direct  taxes; 
such  a  retrenchment  of  the  public  expenditures  as 
will  bring-  them  down  to  the  redoeed  revenues  of 
the  Goverament;  or  soch  a  revisioa  of  the  existing 
tariff  as  will  supply  the  aatieipated  deficiency. 
Direct  taxes  appear  to  have  few  advoeaies  of  late. 
All  seem  to  consider'that  remedy  wholly  inadmis- 
Mbie.  If  there  be  any  who  eAeitain  different 
views  en  this  point,  they  oaght  now  to  bring  them 
forward.  If  a  retrenchment  of  the  pabib  expendi- 
tores  can  be  effected  without  injury  to  the  pnblie 
service,  to  su^  extent  as  to  bring  them  down  to 
the  standard  ot  the  minnal  reTcnne  wiihontthe 
imposition  of  new  duties  npon  foreign  goods  of  any 
kind,  that  wotUd  undoubtedly  be  the  most  appro- 
priate remedy.  But  if  a  revision  of  the  tariff 
shall  be  considered  the  appropriate  remedy,  I 
shall  contend  that  tbe  earliest  day  we  ean  proceed 
to  aet  upon  ibe  subject  will  be  the  finest,  if  indeed 
it  is  aot  absolntely  indispeasable  we  should  do  so 
in  order  to  avoid  great  confusioB  and  embarrass- 
ment to  the  commereial  as  well  as  the  flnaneld 
interests  of  the  country. 

The  Secretary  of  die  Treasury,  In  his  ansaal 
report,  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  eboiee  of 
rensedies  will  be  between  "seme  Iai{e  redoe- 
tiott  of  expenditures"— ^vigorous  eysiem  of  ra« 
trenchmcni,"  and  "some  modifications  of  the  pre- 
sent tariff.".  His  favorite  scheme  is'tbe  reoae- 
lion  of  the  expendiinree  to  the  standard  of  the 
revenue  as  it  will  be  in  1843,  without  a  revisiott 
of  the  tariff  or  new  uxes  of  any  kind.  Is  the 
scheme  of  bringing  down  the  annaal  expendiinree  at 
once  to  foonaen  mlBions  of  dollars  praeiieabM 
If  tbe  honorable  Seersiary  is  sincere  in  ihs  ezpres* 
sioa  of  his  »eoiimeats  npon  this  poln*,  what  aisa- 
ranee  has  be  fnratshad  tbe  pnblie  of  his  sine^ly 
in  tbe  coarse  of  his  admiais(mtk>n  of  tbe  Trea> 
snryT  While  Geacral  ^aeksen  Was  in  power,  be 
was  MM  of  bis  most  effitdeat  advisers  and  advo* 
caies.  8o  also  hm  he  been  e(  his  suecesmr.  H« 
has  been  six  years  at  tbe  head  of  the  Treasury. 
Yet  in  the  period  of  their  joint  terms  the  exptnse 
of  the  collection  ef  the  rnsioms  alone  has  increased 
flrom  abont  seves  bundiei  diousand  to  a  million 
aitd  a  half  ol  dollars.  The  bnaorab'e  Beetviaijr 
maintains  in  his  annual  report  that,  if  the  redas- 
lions  in  the  expenditares  be  "pmhed  vigorottsly,** 
"it  would  supersede  the  necessity"  "eltbtr  of  -a 
higher  tariff,  direct  taxes,  or  permanent  debta" 
What  branches  of  the  pablie  expeodit are  does  ihe 
Secretary  proprost  to  retrench,  so  as  to  bring  them 
down  at  ones  four  or  five  millions  below  his  «»ti> 
mates  for  the  present  yeat7  He  fkvors  us  with  no 
specifications  on  ibis  point.  Let  ns  see  if  we  can 
infer  them  from  his  piat  labors  in  the  work  of  re- 
trenchment. He  informs  iw  that  coasidtrable  r«- 
irenebmeots  have  already  been  made  in  the  pobUe 
expenditures,  within  the  last  two  years  especially. 
lli^President,  in  his  last  annual  message,  makes 
the  same  statement,  and  dwells  upon  it  with  ranch 
complacency;  and  he,  too,  appears  to  be  plaas«d 
with  theprospeel  of  future  curtailment  in  the  pub- 
lic expendiiures.  I  propose  to  examihe  tbe  eba« 
raeter  and  eircumsianees  of  these  boasted  retrench* 
menis.  The  President  assumes  to  himself  great 
mrrit  npon  the  subject  of  eeoaomy,  and  claims  te 
b(*a  ooameneed  a  system  of  retrancbaieut  f^m 
tt^  time  be  came  into  afloe  in  1899.  He  states 
that  *^rin  acvare  letroUaa  ia  tUe  cMaoifene  Md 
MriasM  of  the  coontry,  pointing  with  tuMtiiog 
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certainly  to  a  great  and  prolraeied  redaction  in  the 
rerenae,  strengthened  the  propriety  of  the  earliest 
practicable  redoelion  of  the  public  ezpendilarc!:." 
"The  atleution  of  erery  department  of  ibe  Go- 
▼emment  wa«  imiBediately  directed  to  that  end, 
and  has  been  so  oonlinaed  to  the  present  moment." 
X<et  as  test  the  correctness  of  this  statement  of  the  Pre- 
dent  by  the  prominent  featnres  of  bis  administration 
in  the  years  1837  and  1838,  connected  with  the 
pablie  ezpenditares  and  finances.  Between  four 
and  five  thdnsand  troop*  were  called  or  admitted 
and  continued  in  the  senriee  in  Florida  more  than 
the  Commanding  General  recommended  as  useful 
or  neoeasaryi  and,  cons;qaently,  upwards  of  two 
millions  and  a  half  of  dollars  were  expended  in 
that  war  in  the  coarse  of  that  year,  in  addition  to 
the  fonr  milli«ns  which  had  been  appropriated  by 
CSongress  before  the  new  Administration  com- 
menced— thus  makiDg  the  whole  expenditure  for 
that  serrice  in  the  year  1837  amount  to  seven  and 
•  half  millions  of  dollars.  In  December,  1837, 
the  Seereiary  of  the  Tieasniy  included  in  his  an- 
imal estimate*  for  the  serrice  of  the  year  1838 
appropriatioiis  to  the  amount  of  six  hundred  and 
sixty -(our  thoosand  dollars  for  the  eoastmction  of 
roads,  and  one  million  and  sixty-flve  iboosand 
dollars  for  the  impAvement  of  harbors,  rivers,  &c. 
and  Congress  actually  voted  to  both  these  clssjes 
of  objects  npwards  of  a  million  and  a  half  of 
dollaia. 

For  the  service*  of  the  Florida  war,  in  1838, 
there  were  approptiated  and  expended  npwanls  of 
six  millions  of  dollars.  In  December,  1^38,  we  find 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  once  more  presenting 
his  annual  estimate*  of  appropriation*  for  (he  «er^ 
wiee  of  1839,  inclnding  the  samof  five  hoikdredand 
eighty-sevcn  thonsand  dollars  for  roads,  and  one 
million  seven  hundred  and  thirteen  ihoushad  six 
hundred  and  ninety  doUais  for  harbors,  rivers;  Ac 
I  refer  to  the  estimates  of  the  Treasury  in  this 
branch  of  the  public  expenditures  to  show  that  the 
President  ait.d  bis  Secretary  did  not  then  consider 
Ttwds,  hubors,  and  rivers  proper  objects  of  retrench- 
ment tinder  the  orders  which  he  states  he  gave  to 
the  Departments  in  1837,  to  carry  oat  in  good  faith 
ihe  policy  of  "the  earliest  practicable  redaction  of 
the  puUie  expenditure."  In  his  annual  message 
of  1837,  he  slated  that  "it  seemed  proper  in  the 
condition  of  the  country,  to  have  the  estimates  on 
all  sabjects  made  as  low  as  practicable,  without 
prejudice  to  any  great  public  measure."  "The 
Departments  were  therefore  directed  to  prepare  the 
estimates  accordingly,"  and  be  was  "happy  to  find 
(bat  they  hal  been  abl*  to  graduate  tbem  on  so 
economical  a  scale."  It  is  curious  to  trace  the 
progress  of  this  new-bom  passion  for  economy  in 
its  operation  on  the  measures  and  recommendations 
of  the  President.  We  have  seen  that  the  estimates 
and  appropriations  for  roads,  rivtrs,  aitd  harbors 
for  Ih*  service  of  the  yeir  1838  (the  first  year  over 
the  ezpenditares  of  which,  as  the  President  states 
in  another  pan  of  his  message,  he  had  any  control) 
amouated  to  upwards  of  a  million  and  a  half  of 
dollar*.  In  the  same  year  ^ore  than  six  millions 
were  appropriated  and  expended  in  the  Florida 
'War.  it  was  also  in  the  same  year  that,  in  parso* 
ane*  of  the  recommendation  of  the  President,  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  regular  army  was  increased 
from  about  eight  to  between  twelve  and  thirteen  thon- 
sand men;  thos  imposing  apon  the  country  a  new 
and  permaoent  oba^  of  nearly  a  million  of  dollars. 
la  this  same  year,  and  upon  the  express  recommen- 
dation of  the  President,  the  staff  of  the  army  and 
the  ordnance  corps  were  also  reorganized  and  en- 
larged, aad  forty-seven  new  officers  added  to  the 
military  and  topographical  corps  of  engineers,  in 
.  order,  chiefly,  to  secure  a  more  effective  superin- 
tendence of  works  of  internal  improvf  ment.  8o 
much  for  the  redaetioa*  effected  by  Mr.  Van  Buren 
and  hi*  economical  Secretary  in  the  first  two  years 
of  the  present  Administration. 

The  Piesident  may  with  some  more  propriety 
advert  to  the  rednetioB*  which  have  taken  place 
within  the  last  two  years;  but  let  us  see  what  credit 
he  may  properly  take  to  himself  on  that  score.  At 
the  first  session  of  Congress  which  followed  the  en- 
largement of  the  military  aad  topographical  corps, 
a  majority  of  Congress  rtjeeted  the  entire  estimates 
tot  works  or  that  patnre.    And  in  the  next  aoaaai 


message  of  the  President,  we  find  a  corresponding 
change  in  bis  tone  and  language  with  regard  to  re- 
trenchment and  economy.  In  his  message  of  De- 
cember of  1839,  he  informs  Congress  that  he  bad 
"directed  the  esumales  for  1840  to  be  subjected  to 
the  severest  scrutiny,  and  to  be  limited  to  the  abso- 
lute requiremeats  of  the  public  service."  I  will 
not  stop  here  to  inquire  how  much  -  below  the  pre- 
scribed standard  of  1840  the  public  ezpenditares 
can  be  properly  reduced  in  order  to  square  with  the 
revenue  in  1843.  I  will  simply  ask  how  it  was 
that  in  the  fall  of  1839  the  necessity  for  reduced  e». 
timates  and  expenditures  was  so  much  more  impe- 
rative than  it  was  in  1837.  We  were  borrowing 
money  and  issuing  Treasury  notes  in  1837,  and 
again  in  1838,  at  the  rate  of  ten  millioos  per  an- 
num. The  expenses,  also,  of  the  Florida  war, 
were  then  kept  at  their  mazimam.  It  is  apparent, 
therefore,  whatever  the  President  may  declare  to 
the  contrary,  that  there  was  no  serious  effort  to  le- 
doce  the  public  expenditures  within  the  two  first 
jresrs  of  his  Administration. 

Let  us  inquire  into  th*  nature  and  extent  of  the 
rrductioDs  which  have  taken  place  in  1839  and 
1810.  The  President  in  his  laitt  snonal  message 
boasts  that  the  ezpenditores  of  1839  were  ledocrd 
six  millions  below  those  of  1838.  That  was  a 
most  wonderful  performance,  indeed.  How  was  it 
broaght  abouti  In  1838,  as  we  have  teen,  there 
were  upwards  of  six  millions  ezpeadsd  upon  the 
Florida  war;  and  upon  roads,  rivers,  and  harbors, 
a  million  and  a  half.  In  the  year  1839,  there  were 
ezpended  in  th:  Florida  war  one  million  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  only,  and  upon  roads,  rivers, 
and  harbors,  nothing  at  all;  so  that  the  difference 
between  these  two  items  of  ezpeDditore  in  the  two 
years  (1638  and  1839)  comes  within  three  hnndred- 
thousand  dollars  of  ihe  whole  saving  in  1839,  so 
much  vaunted  of  by  the  President  and  his  support- 
ers. The  operation  was  effected  simply  by  reducing 
the  number  of  troops  in  Florida  in  1839,  wiihout 
any  favorable  change  in  the  circumstances  of  the 
war,  and  the  voting  down  by  Congress  of  all  the 
appropriations  included  in  the  ancnal  estimates  for 
internal  improvements.  This  may  be  stated  as  the 
stim  total  of  the  President's  merits  on  this  ecore.| 

But  the  President  claims  to  have  reduced  the 
ezpenditares  of  1840  two  or  three  millions  below 
those  of  1839.  Lei  us  see  how  this  may  be  ao- 
eoanted  for.  There  were  appropriated  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Florida  war  in  1839  one  million  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  already  stated,  but 
for  the  same  service  in  1840  only,  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  This  would  malte  a  difference 
in  the  ezpenses  of  the  two  years  of  a  million  and  a 
half  of  dollars.  It  now  appears  that  half  a  million 
of  dollars  were  expended  in  the  Florida  war  in 
1840,  which  was  not  provided  for  in  the  appropria- 
tions of  that  year,  and  which,  of  course,-  will  in- 
crease the  amount  of  ezpenditares  for  that  year  by 
that  sum.  The  appropriations  for  rortific^lions  and 
the  ordnance  service  in  the  year  1839  were  one 
million  one  handled  and  fifty-two  thousand  dollars, 
wbich  were  nearly  all  ezpended  in  that  year,  while 
out  of  more  than  one  million  seven  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  appropriated  to  the  same  objects  in 
1840,  not  quite  half  a  million  was  ezpended  In  that 
year.  There  wax,  therefore,  a  difference  in  the  ez- 
penditures  of  the  two  years  upon  these  three  ob- 
jects alone,  viz:  the  Florida  war,  fortifications,  and 
ordnance  service,  of  npwards  of  two  millions  of 
dollars. 

Bat,  says  the  President  in  his  last  message,  the 
ezpenditares  in  1840  will  appear  to  be  nine  or  ten 
milllonsless  than  those  of  1837.  Let  us  see  how 
this  was  effected,  and  what  credit  the  President  can 
justly  claim  on  that  account.  The  ezpenditares 
for  the  Florida  war  in  1837,  as  has  already  been 
stated,  amounted  to  seven  and  a  half  millions  of 
dollars.  Upon  roads,  rivers,harbors,  &c  and  upon 
new  light-house.°,  the  public  docamenis  will  show 
an  ezpenditure  in  that  year  of  three  million  two 
hundred  and  ninety-six  thousand  dollars,  making 
to:;eth<r  the  sum  of  ten  million  seven  hundred  anj 
ninety-six  thoutand  dollars.  The  ezpenditares  up- 
on similar  objects  in  1840  did  not  ezceed  the  sum 
of  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  this  was 
confined  to  the  Florida  war  alone.  Thos  is  the 
exttaordinar^  difference  between  the  ezpenditure 


of  1837  and  of  1840  fully  accounted  for,  aa^f  by 
the  cartailmestof  the  ezpenses  of  the  Ficrida  war, 
and  tbe  refusal  of  Congress  to  make  any  appropri- 
ations for  internal  improvements  of  any  kiad.  TIk 
only  retrenchment  worth  notice,  therefore,  ia  what 
has  been  considered,  for  tbe  last  twelve  yeai^  the 
ordinary  and  current  ezpenditores  of  the  Govern- 
ment, has  been  the  wiibfaolding  of  all  appr^irii. 
tions  for  the  Cnmbcrl2hd  road,  for  the  iraproTc- 
meat  of  the  great  navigable  rivers,  tbe  barbon  ap- 
on the  Ailanile  and  Lake  frontier,  and  tbe  bailKiag 
of  new  lighthouses  for  ihe  convenience  and  rafety 
of  commerce.  The  next  most  considerable  r^ 
trenchments  have  been  effected  in  the  ezpendilim 
upon  tbe  navy,  the  fortifications  and  other  tot- 
blishments  connected  with  the  pnUic  defeotei— lb: 
most  deserving,  Ibe  most  safferiop,  and  tbe  ami 
important  of  all  objects  of  pablie  expeaditiiie.  AH 
other  retrenchments,  especially  saefa  as  looM  to 
th*  redaction  of  sffiees  and  agencies,  or  tke  eiaolg- 
ments  conaecled  wiih  them,  have  not  eneedtd  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  nor  do  I  know  that  so  nuh  bas 
been  reiresched  in  ttat  branch  of  the  pablie  expen- 
diture. 

It  would  be  easy  to  demonstrate  from  the  Exees- 
tive  documents  that  the  system  of  retreaehaKsl, 
meagre  M  it  was,  entered  upon  two  years  ago,  ia 
respect  to  the  Navy,  the  Ordnance  depanmesi;  sad 
the  defences  of  the  frontiers,  Atianiie,  Lake,  and 
interior  Western,  has  bees  earned  iolo  ezeeation 
in  opp|0!iition  to  ibe  earnest  ie»enstraiiees  of  every 
scientific  and  patriotic  servant  of  the  pablie,  bolh 
military  and  naval;  that  after  the  en^ineets  taper- 
intending  Ihe  works  in  progress  for  tbe  ^hbe  de- 
fence had  cut  down-  tbeir  estimates  to  tbe  ioweit 
point  consistent  with  the  Decessary  progress  of  ihe 
works  to  prevent  dilapidation,  the  Heads  of  De- 
partments actually  reduced  them  still  lower,  in 
order  to  comply  with  tbeir  arbitrary  staadant  of 
ezpediency  and  economy.  In  December,  1S39, 
when  the  chief  of  the  engineer  corps  denaaded 
one  million,  one  hundred  and  nineij -eight  tiioa- 
sand  dollars  for  fortifications,  to  be  espcaM  ia 
1840,  as  the  least  that  the  pablie  strvieewoiU 
admit,  censistenily  with  the  idea  of  sensible  pro- 
gress upon  the  works  deemed  most  essential  Id  the 
safety  of  oar  opnlent  cities  and  other  exposed  petals 
on  the  frontier,  and,  of  coarse,  coaeereiBg  deeply 
the  honor  as  well  as  safety  of  the  oosBtry,4ke  Se- 
cretary of  War  first  reduced  ihem  three  hudteii 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  Committee  of  Ways  aad 
Means  finally  reported,  no  more  than  two  bsodrri 
and  ninety-eight  thoosand  dollais  I  Such  has  beea 
tbe  contracted  and  impolitic  charaeurofAe  re- 
trenchment with  which  these  reeealeoavtibto  re- 
form have  commensed  their  work.  Tbe  navy  nd 
the  other  public  defences  appear  to  be  ihe  only  de- 
stined victims  of  their  system.  And  this,  too,  at  a 
period  when  we  not  only  have  frequent  alarsu  of 
war  with  the  most  powerful  nation  ia  the  wwid, 
but  when  we  know  that  the  pending  sabjeelaof 
controversy  with  that  power  are  involved  in  to 
much  difficaliy  that  it  may  not  be  in  osr  powa  w 
avoid  a  war  by  the  practice  of  tbe  graust  can- 
tion. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  these  two  nation  are  too  «i- 
lightened  to  suffer  themselves  ta  be  phugeA  into  a 
war,  on  account  of  interests  really  so  ineoniden- 
b!e  *s  those  in  dispute.  Bat  when  we  reflect  im 
wars  oftener  arise  out  of  mere  points  of  booor  and 
of  supposed  or  actnal  insults  to  nationa]  pride  thu 
from  any  greater  causes,  we  have  no  guaimiity  fv 
the  continaaBce  of  pacific  relations  berweea  tke 
two  Cv>nntries.  In  view,  apparently,  of  a  posnHe 
ruplore  with  England,  the  annaal  mersageof  te 
President  in  December,  1839,  contained  an  earaesi 
invocation  to  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  tbe  syswa 
of  defence  recommended  by  oiur  miliiaiy  and  oav^ 
officers.    That  message  contains  this  panace: 

"Tlis  pEMant  coodition  of  the  defaDcei  of  our  priadpal  ai 

porta  and  narjr  yards,  aa  repraaentod  bj  Iha  i ii|Miiji«gii 

port  of  the  Secretarj  of  War,  ealla  far  Um  attlj  airi  aenea 
■uention  of  Congieaa.'^ 

Yet,  strange  to  tell,  ia  Ihe  sane  message,  ik 
President  directs  that  the  estimates  for  tin  yec 
1840  should  be  subjected  to  the  severed  seiatizT, 
and  that  they  should  be  limited  to  the  absotuie  r- 
quirements  of  tbe  public  service;  and  wfaea  we  aha 
bear  in  mind  that  it  was  in  the  appiopriatiins  fir 
Ibe  same^ear  (1840^  (upon  tiie  fw-imft  aud*  ok 
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in  Deoember,  1839)  ibat  the  ejtraordinary  reddc- 
tiOB  (torn  abont  iweire  hundred  thoasand  dollars, 
demanded  for  fortificadoax,  to  A  Utile  less  than 
three  hnndred  thoasaod  dollars,  took  place,  it  mast 
tie  wlmitted  by  all  that  there  has  been  neither  sin- 
cerity in  (be  proression!),  nor  tystem  or  tsonsistency 
in ,  the  reoommendntion*  and  measures  of  the  Ad- 
m^istration  on  this  subject. 

As  to  the  policy  of  lopping  off  abont  tW  mil- 
lioM  of  the  usual  txpeoditores  upon  the  Comber- 
laad  road,  riveci,  harbors,  Ac.  there  is  a  diversity 
of  opinion  and  interest.  The  sections  immediately 
interested,  of  course,  feel  the  strongest  objections. 
I  do  not  mean  to  enter  on  a  diseassion  of  the  ex- 
Mflieaey  or  jnstiee  of  this  retrenebmenl.  I  haye 
long  thought  that  these  improvements,  if  carried 
on  at  all,  should  be  subject  to  some  fixed  and 
known  rules— some  system  which  should  give  a 
proper  assurance  that  the  objects  were  such  as  re- 
quired by  their  utiiity  and  national  character  the 
aid  of  the  Qeneral  Oovemment.  But  how  do 
Iheie  riews  and  the  recent  course  of  the  Adminis- 
tratioli  stand  with  their  former  practiced  In  the 
year  1838,  as  has  been  already  suted,  the  miliiary 
and  topographical  corps  of  engineers  were  largely 
increased  n^a  the  recommendation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, with  expresa  reference  to  the  coniinctaiion  of 
these  workt,  the  atter  abandonment  and  condem> 
nation  of  which  is  assumed  as  a  high  and  phlriotic 
Tirtae  in  1839  and  1840. 

It  is  preieuded  that  the  President  and  the  party 
to  which  he  belongs  since  1839  have  been  guided 
in  their  puUie  course  by  the  Republleaa  maxims 
of  a  strict  construction  of  the  Constitution  and  a 
rigid  economy. in  the  public  expenditures;  and  they 
are  now  proclaimed  as  virtuous  and  consistent  re- 
former!, for  having  dispensed  with  all  appropiia- 
tions  for  the  Cumberland  road,  rivers,  h'lrbors,  Ac. 
If  any  one  is  disposed  to  test  their  consistency  and 
piineiples  by  their  course  in  relation  to  the  Com' 
berland  road,  let  him  remember  that,  since  Mr. 
Van  Bnren  came  into  office  he  has  signed  and  ap- 
proved of  appropriations   to    that   road  to  the 
amotmt  of    nine  hundred  and   fifty-seven  thon- 
tand  dollars;   and  that  Oeaeral  Jaehson,  before 
him,  approved  of  a   similar  disposition  of   the 
pabKo  moneys,  amounting  to  three  million  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollais,  making  an  aggregate  of  up- 
wards of  four  millions  expended  upon  this  road 
•inee  General  Jackson  came  into  pawer.    If  the 
improvement  of  harbors,  rivers,  dfcc.  is  preferred  as 
a  lest,  then  be  it  remembered  that  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
in  his  brief  term  of  power,  has  approved  bills 
granting  three  millions  six  hundred  and  eighty-five 
thoaaaad  dollars  to  these  objects,  and  that  Qeneral 
Jaekson,  in  the  course  of  hit  administration,  sanc- 
tioned the  appropriation  of  six  million  four  hun- 
dred  thousand  dollars  to  like  objects,  making  an 
aggregate  of  upwards  of  ten  'millions  of  dollars 
expended  upon  soch  works  daring  the  adminisira- 
tioui  of  Qeneral  Jackson  and  Mr.  Van  Borec.    It 
woaM  be  useless  to  comment  at  length  upon  these 
facts.    The  Cumberland  road,  after  an  expendi- 
tnre,  altogether,  since  its  commencement,  of  six  or 
seven  millions  of  dollan,  (being  nearly  finished 
thnmgbout  the  whole  extent  of  One  great  State, 
and  remaining  half  finished  in  two  others,)  ap- 
pean  destined  to  stand  a  magnificent  monument  of 
national  eapnee  and  foUy.    The  numerous  works 
for  the  improTement  of  harbors  upon  the  lakes,  in 
Tatioas  stages  of  progress,  'whicdh  have  cost  the 
eonatry  so  mneh  treasure,  with  the  fall  approba- 
tion of  the  leaders  of  the  party  now  in  power,  re- 
main exposed  to  utter  loss  and  destruction  from  the 
wiads  and  the  waves.    It  would  seem  to  me  that 
gentlemen    whoee  eonseienees  had   been   pliant 
enough  to  apply  so  many  millions  to  these  objects 
already,  might,  witlioat  any  gteatty  increased  re- 
sponaibility,  have  stretdied  them  a  little  farther, 
and  completed  what  they  had  begnn  at  so  mneh 
00«t  to  the  country.    But  it  seems  they  have  dis- 
eovered  tlutt  it  is  better  that  the . millions  which 
have  already  been  expended  should  become  a  total 
loss  than  that  their  prticiples  of  economy  and  con- 
stitntional  construction  ihonld  any  longer  suffer 
▼iolation.     What  a  pity  this,  when  we  reflect  that 
more  money  was  utterly  wasted  in  a  single  cam- 
paign in  Florida  than  would  be  required  to  finish 
IM  Cutbertaad  road,  and  in  the  whole  war  quite 


enough  to  finish  all  the  works  projected  for  the  im-. 
provement  of  the  lake  navigation. 

I  have  pursued  this  sobj^t  of  retrenchment, 
which  has  made  so  great  a  figure  in  the  Executive 
messages  and  reports  for  the  last  two  years,  into 
some  details,  that  I  might  discover,  if  possible,  what 
branches  of  the  public  expenditnre  might  be  still 
further  retrenched  in  the  prosecution  of  the  "vigor- 
ous" system  of  reduction  recommended  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  in  order  to  limit  the  an- 
nual expenditures  to  thd  sum  of  thirteen  rr  fourteen 
millions  of  dollars  in  ^843  and  snccaeding  years. 
Redactions  in  the  navy,  in  fortifications,  and  the 
ordnance  service,  can  go  no  further,  naless  these 
branohes  of  the  public  defence  art  intended  to 
share  the  fate  of  the  lake  harbors  and  other  works 
of  a  similar  nature.  Seeing  the  course  of  the  Ad- 
ministration with  regard  to  appropriations  for  the 
public  defences,  it  may  surprise  gentlemen  who 
have  not  turned  their  attention  to  this  subject,  to  be 
informed  that  an  elaborate  and  able  report  was 
made  to  the  Senate  at  the  last  session  of  Coneress 
by  a  board  of  able,  skilful,  and  experienced  officers 
attached  t*  the  military  service,  in  which  they  state 
that  a  further  expenditure  of  at  least  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars  will  be  leqaired  to  complete  what 
may  be  called  a  reasonable,  a  good  system  of  de- 
fence upon  our  Atlantic,  Northern,  and  inland 
frontiers,  including  ordnance  and  the  necessary  ar- 
mament of  fortifications.  Not  a  perfect  system — 
far  from  it;  but  such  a  one  as  may  save  oar  large 
toivns  and  border  settlements  from  plunder  and  de- 
vastation, and  the  national  honor  from  deep  dis- 
grace npon  a  sudden  outbreak  of  war.  The  Board 
of  Naval  Officers  at  the  same  time  report  that  it 
would  require  an  expenditure  of  upwards  of  fifty- 
five  millions  to  place  the  navy  proper,  the  navy 
yards,  depots,  d^.  &c.  including  large  supplies  of 
timber,  Ac.  in  a  condition  to  commence  a  war.  If 
this  estimate  should  exceed  the  resources  of  the 
country,  still,  when  we  reflect  upon  ihe  increasing 
armaments  of  other  and  rival  powers,  and  the  still 
extending  circle  of  their  acquisitions  in  every  part 
of  the  world;  and  especially  when  we  contemplate 
the  magnitnde  of  American  interests,  the  extent 
and  value  of  our  foreign  commerce;  which  depend 
for  their  protection,  their  very  existence,  npon  our 
naval  establishment,  we  cannot  doubt  that  that  the 
<M>nntry  will  sanction  a  liberal  measure  of  appro- 
priations to  this  favorite  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice. Into  what  other  department  of  the  public 
expenditure,  then,  does  the  Secretary  expect  to  push 
his  system  of  reduction!  I  need  not  say,  sir,  that 
I  regard  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  upon  this  )ioini  as  an  unworthy  pre- 
tension to  economy,  whicb,  under  the  cirenmstances 
of  the  country,  and  in  view  of  his  own  past  eon- 
dnct,  must  be  considered  by  all  as  hollow,  and 
merely  intended  to  eateh  the  applause  of  the  igno- 
rant. 

The  only  altemative,  then,  which  remains  for 
supplying  the  proi-pective  deficiency  in  the  revenue 
is  a  revision  of  the  existing  tariCT.  Certain  aux- 
iliary means  or  remedies  of  tome  importance,  it  is 
trae,  are  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  I  allude  to  the  correction  of  the  undue 
and  disproportioned  allowances  nf  drawbacks  npen 
certain  articles,  the  redaction  of  fishing  bounties; 
bat,  above  all,  the  prevention  of  the  gross  evasions 
and  rrands  alleged  to  be  practised  under  the  present 
tariff.  If  these  corrections  should  lake  place,  it  is 
assumed  that  a  considerable  increabe  of  revenue 
might  be  expected  under  the  existing  tariff  of  du- 
ties. Why,  then,  have  not  thes';  remedies  been 
urged  with  appropriate  zeal  by  t^iose  gentlemen 
who  are  so  averse  to  the  imposition  of  any  n«w 
duties  to  any  new  taxov,  even  upon  silks  and 
winesi  Why  have  thck*  patriotic  defenders  of 
Southern  inicrestt  Mood  so  long  sjlent  and  indiffe- 
rent speeiatorst  Why  have  not  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  moved  in  this  bu^inessl  These 
evils  are  now  of  locg  standing.  Where  are  the 
bills  reported  from  that  committee  for  their  correc- 
lionl  or,  if  r«ported,  when  have  they  been  pressed 
upon  the  consideration  of  this  House?  It  is  a  sub- 
ject peculiarly  and  appropriately  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
We  have  had  repealed  and  continued  applications 
I  for  new  loans  or  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  to  sup- 


ply deficiencies  in  the  means  of  the  Treasury;  but 
when,  I  repeal,  have  we  seen  any  movement 
which  locked  to  a  permanent  suppl/t  Have  we 
not  seen,  sir,  this  subject  of  evasions  and  frauds  in 
the  collection  of  the  revenue — this  (K)nlinued  viola- 
tion of  existing  laws — quietly  sarrendered,  8es.Mon 
after  session,  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures, 
of  which  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Adams]  is  chairman,  as  if  there  was 
no  interest  in  the  country  concerned  in  the  due  . 
execntion  of  the  laws,  or  the  faithful'colleciion  of 
the  revenue,  but  that  of  the  manaraeturei?  The 
times,  indeed,  are  sadly  out  ef  joint  when  such 
things  may  be,  and  yet  attract  no  serious  notiee—  ' 
excite  no  suiprise.  How  long,  sir,  will  this  state  ' 
of  things  be  patiently  tolerated  by  any  poi tion  of 
the  people  of  this  countrjl 
'  It  is  quite  of  a  piece  with  the  same  system  of 
omission  and  disregard  for  every  thing  which  looks 
to  the  doe  enfoicement  of  existing  revenue  laws, 
that  now,  when  a  national  debt  is  rejected  and  de- 
nounced as  a  policy  alike  injarions  and  dangerons 
— whendirect  taxes  areeiiber  wholly  disappiovedcr 
known  to  be  condemned  by  public  sentiment — 
when  a  large  and  permanent  deficiency  in  the  reve- 
nue of  the  next  and  succeeding  years  is  not  only 
foreseen  but  acknowledged  by  the  Secretary  him- 
self— whrn,  in  the  present  stats  of  the  establish- 
ments designed  for  the  public  defence,  it  is  clear 
that  an  immediate  reduction  of  the  annual  expen- 
diture? to  the  standard  of  the  ililnre  revenue  (to 
fourteen  millions  of  dollars)  is  impracticable — and 
when  a  nevision  of  the  tariff  is  the  only  remaining 
alternative  for  supplying  the  deficit — we  should  be 
stunned  by  a  sudden  ootcry  against  the  imposition 
of  new  duties  upon  any  articles  whatever.  We 
are  told,  if  we  proceed  in  that  direction  we  shall 
find  a  "lion  in  our  path"— that  a  high  protective 
tariff  will  inevitably  be  the  result — that  there 
can  be  no  medium,  no  middle  ground,  be- 
tween a  modifieaiion  of  the  existing  lariff 
and  a  renewal  of  the  odious  policy  of  1838  in 
all  its  rigor — that  the  whole  Sonih  ought  to  labe  in* 
Slant  alarm  and  meet  this  question  on  the  threshold. 
I  do  not  mean  to  argue  this  qaestiou  in  detail,  sir. 
I  only  desire  to  place  the  unreasonableness — the 
absurdity  of  the  coupe  of  our  opponents  upon  this 
subject,  in  snch  a  I'gbt  as  to  make  them  obvious  to 
the  most  careless  observer.  I  need  not  say,  sir, 
that,  in  any  revision  of  the  tariff  contemplated  by 
me,  I  look  to  the  increase  only  npon  some,  and  iha 
imposition  of  new  duties  upon  such  other  articles  as 
miv  be  taxed  con^iistently  with  the  compromise  act 
of  1833,  and,  in  doing  so,  to  lay  the  charge  chiefly 
upon  such  articles  as  ate  commonly  regarded  as 
luxuries. 

There  is  one  observation,  Mr.  Chairman,  not 
directly  connected  with  the  subject  under  discus- 
sion, and  partaking  rather  more  of  a  party  nature 
than  any  thing  I  have  before  said,  that  appears  to 
me  so  appropriate  while  upon  this  point,  that  I 
canrot  forbear  to  make  it  before  I  sit  down.  In 
the  leading  public  journals,  in  the  speeches  and  ad- 
dres;es  of  notorious  partisans,  both  in  and  out  of 
this  House,  we  have  heard  and  read  repeated 
charges  against  the  party  which  so  signally  tri- 
umphed at  the  late  election,  against  the  Whigs  as 
an  aggregate  body,  that  they  owe  their  success  to 
the  perpetration  of  the  most  stupendeus  frauds,  and 
tlie  intervention  of  foreign  influence — to  the  poten- 
cy of  a  foreign  money  power,  to  British  gold;  that 
the  leading  and  prominent  members,  indeed,  of  the 
Whig  party  are  but  the  loots  and  instruments  of 
foreign  interests — traitors  to  the  honor  and  welfare 
of  their  own  country,  and  the  s'avea  of  foreign  cor- 
ruption. American  institutions,  their  efficiency, 
their  value,  their  stability,  are  in  eonseqaence  de- 
preciated, decried,  and  scandalized  all  over  Europe, 
while  many  of  the  same  journals,  the  same  artful 
and  prominent  leaders  throughout  the  Southern 
and  Sonthwestern  sections  of  the  Union  are,'at  the 
self  same  time,  often  in  the  self  same  harangues, 
with  equal  vehemence,  with  equal  assurance  and 
confidence  of  success  in  rousing  the  prejudices  and 
blinding  the  judgments,  denouncing  the  Whig 
party  as  got  up  and  cemented  mainly  by  Northern 
interests;  that  their  grand  purpose  all  along  has 
been  to  retsoastrnct  the  famous  American  system 
npon  its  old  fotwdations;  and  that|  besides  a  spies- 
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AvO.  «(,d  e  sily  ^ysl«m  ot  ioierDal  impruvemeois, 
CftC  Soulhern  aud  plBDiing  intriesis  are  once  mure 
to  ^Toan  andrr  renewed  rrs'riclioos  aud  burdens 
vpoa  foreign  commerce,  and  the  intolerable  weight 
of  high  piotectife  daiira,  laid  to  enrich  the  manu- 
faciarers  of  the  North  and  East.  The  meaning  of 
all  this,  sir,  when  properly  interpreied,  is,  that  we 
•re  no  longer  (o  consame  the  prodaeis  of  Briii»b 
eapiral  and  British  indastry;  that  we  are  abont  to 
til  boands  lo  the  system  of  loreigo  crrdi>,  which 
rabjeels  both  onr  domeslic  trade  and  currency  lo 
tnch  rninoni  vicissiiadis  and  revulsioai;  in  iJiort, 
that  instead  of  opboldjng  the  policy  which  only 
Mkriches  the  foreign  capitalist,  increases  the  wealth 
Md  financial  resources  of  rival  nations  abroad, 
we  design  lo  adopt  a  system  of  hoB)e  prodoc- 
tion  and  policy  which  will  tend  matrrlally  lo 
ndaee  and  cripple  the  energies  of  Great  Britain  and 
other  fi-reign  nations  with  whom  we  have  any  con- 
siderable commercial  connections.  If  these  ad« 
T«r.<e  tod  e-oiradictory  charges  be  true,  the  Whiss 
will  certainly  be  the  most  arrant  and  ungratefal 
kaavss  recoided  in  historirs  for  while  they  are  in- 
debted to  foreign  gold  and  foreign  influencfS  for 
Uieir  present  uinmpb,  it  would  seem  that  they  bad 
'determined  lo  use  the  first  mumen>s  of  their  power 
to  make  unrelrntiog  war  opon  the  inleresis  of  their 
foreign  patruns  and  friend*.  We  are  in  the  habit 
of  rrgaiding  oursrWet,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  mnst 
eolightesed  people  in  the  world;  and,  taking  ihe 
people  as  a  whole,  I  beliere  we  are  so.  J3at  that 
tnch  downright  absurdities  and  nonsense  should 
pass  current  lor  rational  and  probable  truths,  and 
that  any  of  oar  leading  statesmen  should  conde- 
scend to  practise  such  impoitares,  ;hows  that  we 
are  yet  far  in  the  rear  ot  that  degree  of  enlighlen- 
aient  which  Ihe  due  efficiency  aud  pteserralion  of 
our  free  system  require. 

I  shall  conclude,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  repeating 
Ihe  sentiment  with  which  I  set  out  If  those  who 
an  in  ibe  majority  in  Congress  desire  lo  avoid  the 
ineonvenieace  and  ejipocinre  of  a  called  tesMon  oif 
Congress,  they  have  it  in  their  power  lo  do  il. 
They  must,  in  ihe  first  place,  make  adequate  pro- 
vision for  the  deficiency  in  ibe  revenues  and  means 
of  the  Treasury  ihe  present  year.  To  do  this  ihey 
must  authorize  the  issue  of  ten  millions  <  f  Treasu- 
ry notes  at  least;  when  tbey  bavC  done  this,  if  it  is 
decided  that  the  increased  deficiency  of  the  next 
year  ought  to  be  provided  for  by  a  revision  of  the 
tariff,  tbey  shoald  ett  lo  work  to  tSbmt  that  object 
•t  the  present  sa;sion.  It  will  be  lou  late  at  ibe 
commencement  t  f  the  next  regular  rersion  to  pro- 
vide by  tariff  reeulaticns  for  any  deficiency  in  the 
revenue  for  1843.  No  bill  for  that  purpose  would 
probably  pa<s  until  four  or  five  months  of  the  ses- 
sion bad  elapsed.  All  sach  regulations,  further- 
more, must  be  pro^pociive.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
country  will  be  flooded  with  the  impottation  of 
free  goods  in  anticipiiion  of  the  charges  about  to 
be  laid  upon  them.  The  whole  trade  and  bu>iness 
of  the  country  will  be  in  danger  of  being  thrown 
into  confusion  and  di>'Ofdeii  »>d  as  to  any  deficit 
in  the  means  of  the  Treasury  in  thai  year,  the  only 
remedy  which  will  then  be  in  oar  power  will  be  a 
loan,  more  Treasury  note):,  or  a  national  debt.  All 
these  iccunveLiences  will  lesuli  if  we  tail  to  act 
early  in  the  prasent  year,  and  all  the  responsibility 
for  them  will  rest  upon  tboje  who  have  ibe  power 
lo  anticipate  and  avoid  them,  but  lail  oi  lelose  to 
exercise  iu 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  THOMPSON, 

OF  SOOTH  CaROLINA. 
in  At  Hvttn  of  Aprttmutitu,  J<inuary  31,  1841 — 

On  ihe  bill  to  aaihoiixe  the  iskue  ot  Xreasary 

notes. 

The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Slate  of  the  Union  upon  ibe  bill  making 
provision  for  the  issue  ot  five  millions  of  Treasoty 
Botes— 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON,  of  Sonth  Caroli- 
na, addressed  ihe  committee  as  follows: 

Il  is  not  my  purpose  again  to  disenss  the  consii- 
tniional  power  of  Cungress  to  isniue  Treasury  notes, 
intended  to  circulate  as  a  currency.  It  is  not  ne- 
cessary for  aay  practical  purpose  that  I  should  do 
so;  and,  if  it  was,  1  bhould  legsrd  U  as  a  work  al- 


together supeiUjou.^  nniil  ihe  argomenis  bereiofure 
made  on  that  poini  have  been  answered,  which,  as 
)et,  has  not  been  done.  I  have  no  wish  lo  disturb 
the  >elf  complacency  of  the  Secretary,  nor  to  oon- 
iroveri  the  assertion  in  his  report  of  the  "financial 
ability"  with  which  he  say.',  with  equal  truth  and 
delicacy,  "ih«  affairs  of  the  eoaniry  have  been 
managed  by  him."  Considering  bis  prefcnt  peca- 
liar  condition,  he  is  enliiled  to  some  indulgence,  as 
he  has  been  liied,  and  alt  that  remains  to  him  is  "to 
show  cause  «  hy  the  sentence  of  the  law  shoald  not 
be  proBouncedi"  aod  in  all  saoh  oaaes  much  lati- 
tude is  allowed.  The  honorable  Secretary  eongra- 
lulales  the  country  that,  "ootwiihstanding  some  de- 
pressions in  particular  branches  of  busjoess,  or  in 
particular  pUces,  the  general  prosperity  has  been 
such  as  to  create  a  large  surplus  of  products,  and 
to  enable  as  to  tend  abroad  immense  and  increased 
value*  of  them,  however  gteai  the  complaints  have 
been  as  to  low  prices." 

1  certainly  do  not  envy  the  man  who,  baviof 
charge  of  the  most  re>p«n4ble  office  in  the  Go- 
veroment — one  which  wields  a  power  over  the  cor- 
reney  and  business  of  the  ooaatry  little  abort  of  ab- 
solute aatucracy— and  who,  by  a  series  of  experi- 
menis,  recklessly  and  ignorantly  made,  has  re- 
duced the  pnblic  Treasury  to  bankruptcy— carried 
insolvency  and  misery  into  the  abodes  of  affluence 
and  happiness — waged  an  uueeasmg  and  Vandal 
war  upon  commeice  and  credit — repeating  his 
blows  before  the  fleoh  had  ceased  to  quiver  from 
those  already  inflicted,  having  at  last  reduced  oar 
imporiaiioas  almost  one-third  by  desiroyinr,  not 
the  wants  of  onr  people  for  foreign  commodities, 
but  their  ability  to  purchase  them,  and  reduced  ihe 
valae  of  every  one  of  the  prcdueis  of  oar  indu^ 
try — now  coolly  congratalaies  the  country  that  he 
has  not  also  destroyed  the  physical  ability  to  labor 
and  produce — ihat  the  limbs  and  sinews  of  oar 
people  ate  left  nncrusbed — ihat  they  still  labor  in- 
dusirionsly — although,  it  is  true,  they  ge)  very  little 
for  the  prcxiucticns  of  that  labor. 

We  have  been  told  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Ways  and  Means  that  this  measure  is  only  tempo- 
rary, and  that  the-e  notes  will  be  redeemed  within 
the  year.  If  that  honorable  gentleman  will  turn  lo 
bis  speech  al  the  last  session,  on  a  similar  proposi- 
tion, he  will  find  that  be  tuld  at  the  very  same 
thing  and  "in  ipeiisimis  verbis."  I  than,  as  now, ' 
said  that  it  was  not  true,  and  that  no  oae  intelli- 
gent of  the  condition  of  the  coonlry  could  think  so. 
And  what  has  been  the  resulil  But  the  honorable 
member  says,  who  eonid  have  anticipated  vttb  a 
falling  off  in  the  cusiomst— who  could  have  aati. 
cipateid  sDch  a  cartailinent  of  importaiiont  I  an- 
swer,  every  man  in  the  United  Siaies  of  any  intel- 
ligence, except  the  Secretary.  This,  as  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  is  no  ex  post  facto  prophecy.  In  a 
ipeec>>  made  eaily  in  the  last  session  I  nted  ibis 
lancnaer: 

"Ttw  recaipia  Into  tlia  Traunrjr  will  h»  \»m,  vary  moeh  laas, 
than  the  S«cretar7Mtimai«a,  andthaezpendi'.uream'ichgmier 
than  thoae  eaiimaic*.  Tha  reTriiue  from  cunt omt  for  the  flfit 
tuarur,  which  waaeatiaui«ilat«3,600,0U),  Will  not  baonainU- 
liun,  and  the  proapsci  for  tha  Tuiura  Is  noi  mora  chaaring. 
Goods  will  not  bs  imported,  foi  many  reasona.  Thcra  are  mora 
gooda  now  in  iha  conniry  ihun  araoMdad  in  a  healihjr  condliion 
oreomm«rc«  and  cuTaiicT,  very  manj  mora  than  can  be  euld  at 
all,  aa  ihinga  are.  To  whom  la  ihe  imponina  merchant  to  wll 
Uieaa  |!uOiU7  To  the  country  merchant.  Tn  whom  la  he  In 
turn  10  lell  ihemi  To  tho  people.  If  he  doea,  he  will  not  re- 
ceive pAymeuL  They  want  ihscnoda,  but  they  hare  no  money 
to  bay  ihem.  No,  air,  Inatead  orduilea  on  Impona,  we  era  dea- 
uned  to  drawbarlia  on  npona.  The  (ooda  cannot  be  aold,  and 
Ihe  onlynliafoaiiva  la  |«  ra.azpan  ibrai,  or  let  iliam  roi  on  the 
abalvea." 

The  two  identical  iRints  have  occniKd  which 
weie  prrdicied— a  dimiiution  el' imports,  and  in- 
crease of  drawbacks.  The  account  in  the  report  of 
the  Serrrtary,  at'ier  the  avenis,  wiih  a  charge  of  a 
very  few  words,  is  the  same  as  my  onfi  lenl  pre- 
dieiicn  befote;  and  yet  he  regarda  it  as  a  great  won- 
der, and  Ibe  chairman  of  the  Ways  aad  Means 
most  innocently  exclaims,  who  coald  have  aniietpa- 
ted  Ihi&t  I  answer,  any  one,  not  wilfully  blind. 
We  wanied  foreign  gnod5,it  is  irue,  but  we  wanted 
also  Ihe  ability  lo  b«y  them.  Toe  great  law  of  de- 
mand and  supply  governs  tbiii,  as  all  the  oiher  ope- 
rations  of  commerce.  But  what  is  demandl  It  is 
njt  simply  the  wants  of  acommaoay,  bolit  is  com- 
pounded of  those  wants,  and  au  ability  to  buy. 
The  Camanche  iDdianf,  no  doubt,  need  fi'ty  mil- 
lions of  meicbandise,  bat  they  have  not  the  meaaa 


of  buying.  Would  any  one,  then,  ray  that tane 
was  a  demand  ibere  for  these  fitly  niilboatl  Get, 
tainly  not.  The  severe  and  protracted  pieanit 
which  we  have  been  s-uffering,  has  cut  dam  Ai 
eontumptioB  of  every  class  of  society  to  thtlovea 
passible  point.  Never  has  ihere  been  a  greaur  n- 
volution  iu  the  pertoiial  eireamataaees  aad  hafa 
of  a  people — a  change  almost  inaUtniaaeoas  fnm 
repletion  to  inanition — from  proftise  indalgcaes  n 
a  parsimonious  economy.  Men'  have  beta  rt- 
strained  to  the  pressing  wants  of  absutnie  arnisai|. 
What  wonder,  then,  that  imporutioBs  have  bets 
diminished  as  ibe  market  bat  be«a  reduced,  aid 
that  ihe  pnblie  lands  have  remained  BtsoMiat 
people  who  have  bad  no  money  to  parehase  tea, 
Bat  It  was  not  at  the  last  session  akiaeihtt  it 
were  told  that  i^ese  loans  were  only  tempoiaiy.  It 
has  been  the  nniform  languafe  wbieb  has  b(«*  htli 
to  08.  I  well  remember  that  moie  thaa  IwoyciD 
agamy  colleague  [Mr.  Rhbtt]  read  ne  a  Mm 
leetare,  beeaase  I  prcfeiied  a  loan— an  kaci^ 
bona  fide,  constitutional  loan— «>  this  ftasMtat, 
deceptive,  aod  URConsiiiutiooal  nipasare.  Bt«H 
amaxed  that  I,  a  Southern  man,  thooU  be  is  fmt 
of  a  public*  debt.  I  coald  not  then,  as  I  easant 
now,  see  any  difference  in  that  partieular  betwtea 
a  debt  contracted  by  ihe  issuing  of  eenifioiletof 
s'ock,  bearing  five  per  ceni.  interest,  aad  ibeitaae 
of  Tieasary  notes  to  the  same  amoaai,  bearitf  Im 

fiercent  interest.    I  could  not  see  that  it  was  ifee 
ess  a  debt  when  the  obligation  was  praeisely  te 
same,  because  these  obligations  wen  wiitm  «• 
different  kinds  of  paper,  and  with  diffticiaeagMv- 
ings  and  devices,  nor  beeaase,  in  Ihe  eaaeo(«ndli 
we  shduld  have  one  hundred  creditoo,  iaslead  of; 
by  this  measure,  five  thousand.    But  I  did  aa 
another,  and,  to  me,  hot  an  animportaat  differmee; 
the  one  was  a  measure  clearly   constitntioaal,  ihi 
other  palpably  and  dangerously   QDeoDtiitaliiDatL 
And  what  was  the  reply — the  single  and  only  » 
plyl    Wbv,  it  was  this:  that  the  loan  would  be  a 
permanent  debt,  and  tliat  these  noiet  would  be  i^ 
deemed  probably  in  three,  certainly  in  ax  i 
How  has  the  result  faltifieid  this  calcalalioat 
yet  the  very  Mune  mep,  one  and  all,  with  a  i 
self-complaeency — I  had  almost  said  with  cool  aa»> 
ranee— come  and  make  to  us,  with  aa  air  of  unetiar 
confidence,  the  very  same  piediciiona  which  thett- 
suit  has  already  thrice  falsified.     I  am  oppiaei  » 
ihr-s*  temporary  and  aneonktitnt-onal  expedteM  to 
raise  money — this  ^pendthrifl  coarse  of  not  lookia( 
one  month  ahead  to  anticipate  the  exigeB^,lMI 
providing  for  it  under  present  and  exiieaie  |M- 
sore,  and  then  only  providing  for  it,  net  by  pi^ 
log,  hut  by  chsngitig  the  form  of  thr  debt;  this  J(«» 
my  Diddler  policy  of  living  from  hand  to  mooik, 
and  depending  forever  on  the  laat  raeooiee  of  all 
reckless  spendtbrifis,  of  borrowing  or  giving  aasttt 
and,  Iieprat,  that  the  financial  ability  of  the  pit- 
sent  Seereiary  seems  to  be  sumated  ap  in  the  im 
artol  givincano^e.    No,  sir,  let  as  ooom  opts 
the  work.    Let  as  meet  the  emerg«B«y  with  the 
firmness  and  imelligenc*  of  statesa'a,and  pmvid* 
permanent  means  lor  meeting  a  permaneai  ietdt 
in  the  revenue*,  and  abandon  this  eoane  at  iem> 
porary  expcdient'i  as  dtsbonoring  in  thscadieiha 
credit  anil  character  ot  a  Government  aa  il  i*  W 
those  of  an  individoaL    That  there  will  be  a  Aefr 
C'encv  of  mraas  to  meet  the  demands  on  ibeTtcte 
tnry,  I  cannot  suppose  ibat  aay  oae  doabtt.    Ithta 
already  been  demooslraiei  by  thoae  who  have  pr«r 
ceded  me,  and  if  1  a«aln  advei),  howvwer  biieky« 
to  that  bianoh  of  ih«  sai-j*ct,  it  is  not  wi>li  the  idle 
and  anofce<sary  purpose  of  ^bowing  ibe  inaraara- 
cies  of  the  Secreiarr,  bis  want  of  intelligeaee',  •  r  kb 
want  of  candor.    That  would   be  to  pile   Petraa 
upon  Ossa — one  more  added  to  the  mnltHade  ef  hb 
mistakes  would  not  even  be  notroed;  if  najr  ooe  af 
hi<  Citimaies  ha-<  been  ver  fied  by  rcsnlia  for  the 
la»t  three  years,  I  am  ignorant  of  it.    Certain  il  it 
Ibat  mistake  is  the  general  rule — accaraey  the  es* 
eeption.    I  do  nni  in  the  least   doubt   that  Mr. 
Woodbury  will  leave  the  Treasury  twenty  nailli*^ 
in  debt.     I  am  certain  fifie<n  millioaa.     Will  iha 
accruing  revenue  support   ihe  Qovernmeal',  bowi* 
ever  economical,  and   pay  this  debit    It  will  sot. 
I  do  not  believe  that  those  revenues  will  even  x»ee< 
the  carrent  expenses  of  the  Govemmeat,  cram  it 
things  ttaod  at  they  ate,  wiihoot  wafjtf  ihoM  as* 
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traonbnary  dcpiands  lo  which  a  wiw  forecasi 
Bboald  louk.  It  nas  said  by  ih«  member  frvm 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bcll,]  (hat  it  seemed  that  lhe^e 
esUmaies  were  Diaualaciured  wiih  a  view  to  rqaare 
the  receipts  tiiih  the  disbarsemeots.  It  is  strictly 
trae;  the  e»tlma(es  of  ieoei(xs  are  habiioally  ex- 
aggerated, aud  the  expenditures  as  habiioally  re- 
duced. 1  have  heard— 1  do  not  vouch  for  it,  bat  I 
believe  it — thai,  previias  to  the  latt  sesaion,  the  Se- 
cretary, having  made  op  his  ettimaiee  of  the  re- 
ceipts, called  upon  the  beads  of  the  different  de- 
parliucns  for  thrir  c;>tiinates  of  expeodilnres, 
urging  that  those  cMimates  shonl  I  ba  reduced  to  (he 
lowest  posiible  poinu  It  was  done.  Fur  these 
wiae  and  candid  mler!>  of  onn  exhaust  all  their 
•cooomy  in  their  estimates,  and  practise  all  iheir 
extravagance  in  the  actual  appropriations.  Well, 
sir,  the  etiimates  were  presented  to  him,  and  they 
were  found  to  exceed  ibe  ektimaied  receipts  by 
tome  three  millions.  What  was  to  be  donel  Pro- 
vide additional  resoarces.  Oh,  no;  but  to  put 
down  in  the  report,  haphazard,  three  millions  in 
addition  to  the  estimate  of  rtceipb,  already  made. 
I  will  show,  fiom  the  report  of  the  Secretary  him- 
Mir,  that  items  of  appropriation  which  he  knew 
were  now  existing  and  must  be  met,  are  not  in> 
eladedin  his  esiimatef;  and  he  tells  us  himself  that 
the  beads  of  (he  oiner  departments  estimate  the  ex- 
peadituies  of  their  respective  departments  higher 
tbaa  be  does.  Who  is  most  apt  to  be  correct — 
Ibey  who  are  presumed  to  be  conversant  with  the 
circumstances  and  calls  npoi^  their  particular  de- 
pa(laMAIs»  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury)  He 
assames  to  know  more  of  the  sitaation  of  the  War 
and  Navy  Departments  than  the  heads  of  those  de- 
partoMnis  themselves  do. 

The  estimated  amount  of  Treasury  notes  lo  be 
ledeamed  during  the  next  year  only  includes  those 
already  issued,  and  the  small  balance  amhorized 
to  be  issued  andf r  the  existing  Uw,  and  yet  this  is 
nrgrd  upon  Qs  as  an  accurate  estimate  in  the  dis> 
cossion  of  a  proposition,  which  no  one  donbis  »ill 
pasa,  to  avihorize  the  emis>ion  of  Bve  millions 
■toic.  Here,  then,  is  at  enee  an  additional  item  of 
five  Bullions.  We  are  informed  by  the  Secretary 
that  the  amount  of  unexpended  appropriations 
Wiiich  will  be  called  for  in  the  next  year  is  three 
BiUua  seven  hundred  and  forty-nine  thousand  dol- 
lars. Here  is  a  subsisting  charge  upon  the  Trea- 
Mty^to  an  immense  amount.  There  is  no  evading 
it.  It  la  not  even  looked  to  in  Ibe  estimates.  It 
mnat  b«  mmi,  and  yet  no  provbion  is  asked  for  it. 
Is  it  sarprisiag  that,  with  this  habitual  want  of 
forcMlsi  to  see  future  calls  upon  the  Treasury,  and, 
when  seen,  a  want  of  candor  to  say  so,  our  Trea- 
•dry  is  always  straitened,  and  that,  with  all  the 
slang  aboai  saving  the  plighted  faith  of  the  coun- 
try ftom  violation,  we  are,  again  and  again,  urged 
wtib  an  indecent  baste  to  adopt  a  meuuie  perni- 
cioiw  in  its  consequences,  and  in  vielation  of  the 
Conatnntion)  once  for  all,  let  me  answer  this  cry 
aboat  plighted  faith.  I,  sir^  have  plighted  my  faith 
by  the  most  solemn  sanction  known  to  man,  to 
prcMTTC  the  Constitution — that  taith  I  will  main- 
tain, wtaaiever  o:ber  may  be  violated— and  let  the 
icaponnhility  that  may  resnit,  be  it  what  it  may, 
rest  w«th  those  whose  ihcompeteney  has  created 
the  cmergtney,  not  with  me,  because  I  will  not 
tioUmc  the  Constitution  to  meet  it.  If  yon  add  lo 
these  iiMM  of  near  aine  millions,  three  hundred 
thousand  dollais  dne  the  Sute  of  Maine — a  large 
and  admiiied  de6cieney  in  the  Post  Offiei*,  much 
larger,  no  donbi,  than  is  admitted— ibe  Bt)S>raciion 
of  (be  two  per  cent,  fund  of  about  |8UO,000  by  the 
States  «>f  Alat<ama  and  Mississippi,  you  -have  a 
elaar  excess  over  ibe  estimates  of  mure  than  lea 
■lilliotts.  If  to  these  be  added  ihe  large  balances 
dne  to  poblie  creditors  of  all  sorts,  especially  on 
aeeoant  of  the  Florida  war,  and  the  funds  neees- 
eary  for  ihp  projecniion  of  that  war,  unless  this 
Govemaent  IS  to  be  forever  regardless  of  all  the 
obligations  of  duly,  and  deaf  to  the  calls  of  bu- 
maniiVi  and  the  appropriations  for  cettato  works 
of  defence  on  Ihe  mosi  economical  scale  of  abw 
Inte  and  present  necessity,  and  there  will  be  addrd 
at  least  five  millions  more  of  appropriaims — not 
probable,  but  ceriain  and  inevitable— making  fif- 
teen millions  more  than  the  report  estimates.  1  do 
Bot  hesitate  to  tay  that  I  would  not  agree  to  pay 


those  demands  lor  twenty  milliuns,  and  my  lilc 
upon  it  the  Secretary  would  not.  Another  iit  m  of 
at  leakt  $5,(lOU,0OU  (I  b<Hicve  more)  shooll  be 
added  lo  this  amount — that  for  the  payment  o^pri• 
vate  claims.  To^re  is  an  immonic  arcomalaiion 
of  these  claims — they  have  bern  pvsiponcd  until 
the  current  of  legislation  is  literally  dammrd  up  by 
them — very  many  of  ihem  are  c  f  admitted  justice, 
and  it  is  peculiarly  proper  that  they  ahonkl  be 
speedily  deetdpd,  and  no  longer  posipuned,  as  the 
principle  has  been  adopted  thai  no  interest  is  to  be 
allowed  upon  claims,  however  long  jostioe  may  be 
withheld. 

With  all  these  fads  staring  him  full  in  the  face^ 
the  Secretary  estimates  the  appropriations  for  the 
next  year  at  919,000,000  aeainst  his  own  admis- 
sion for  the  le«t  year  of  |33  489,000,  and  which  I 
have  no  doubt  amount,  in  (ru(h,  to  at  least  |26,- 
000,000.  And  inclusive  of  redemption  of  Trea- 
sury notes,  at  f23,9D0,000  aeaioKt  bis  own  admis- 
sion for  the  last  year  of  |?6.643  000,  and  which, 
in  iruth,  is  not  short  of  $30,U00,U0O.  His  estimate 
of  receipts  from  cmtoms,  nuiwithsiandinx  another 
reduction  Of  the  tans',  is  about  seven  millions  more 
than  the  receipts  of  the  last  year.  How  can  this 
be?  It  is  only  possible  in  one  way,  and  that  even 
the  Secretary  would  have  blushed  to  uioounce. 
He  no  doubt  knows  that  there  will  be  greater 
economy  than  has  heretofore  been  praetised,  sad 
hence  the  disbursements  villbe  reduced  in  amount, 
and  the  war  having  ceased  which  has  been  waged 
against  credit,  commerce,  property,  civilization 
ilvelf,  the  powerful  though  prostrate,  but  yet  un- 
ernshed  energies  of  this  great  people  will  once  more 
be  exerted,  and  we  shall  see  the  country  rising  up 
like  the  strong  man  from  his  sleep.  Bot  the  foroe 
of  these  eaui>ei),  poweiful  as  ihey  are,  the  sanguine 
temper  of  the  Secretary  has  overestimated.  It 
will  take  more  than  one  month,  er  one  year,  to  re- 
deem the  ooantry  from  the  effects  uf  (en  years  of 
micrnle. 

But,  admitiiog  that  we  were  encumbered  with 
no  debt  at  all,  will  the  future  revenuen  Kopport  the 
most  economical  admini^traiion  of  the  Govern- 
menit  I  am  very  sare  ihey  will  not.  The  tariff 
wi  1  be  reduced  finally  in  January  and  June,  1843, 
and  it  is  demonstrable  that  the  revenues  will  then 
be  insnlBcieni.  The  Secretary  estimates  the  ac- 
cruing revenues  from  cn.^toms  after  that  peiiod  at 
between  ten  and  eleven  millions.  It  will  not,  and 
cannot,  be  mere,  with  nearly  one-half  of  the  arti- 
cles of  importation  pajiot;  no  duty.  If  to  this  yon 
add  three  and  a  halt  millions  from  the  public  lands, 
yon  will  have  fnuneen  millinns.  Does  any  one 
man  really  believe  that  the  Ooveroment  can  be 
carried  on  with  that  sum}  No  one  does,  aliboagb 
I  have  no  doubt  many  a  demagogue,  here  and  else- 
where, will  say  so.  For  myself,  I  calculate  on 
little,  very  little,  revenue  for  the  future  from  the 
public  lands.  I  will  not  consent  to  see  that  source 
of  revenue  withdrawn,  and  the  whole  thrown  upon 
imposts,  much  less  will  I  vote  for  any  tax  with  a 
riewofsttpplyingadeficiency  to  be  cieatfd  by  inr- 
renderiog  those  lauds.  But  be  is  blind,  indeed, 
who  does  not<se«  that  oar  vast  public  domain  has 
become  a  mere  fund  with  which  a>piriog  politicians 
play  ibeir  ftames.  It  has  already  become  a  regu- 
lar contest  which  shall  outbid  the  other.  In  the 
declining  days  of  Rome,  the  candidate  for  the  Em- 
pire succeeded  who  would  promise  the  laraest  dis- 
tribntion  of  com  from  the  public  granaries— so  it 
is  now.  We  have  not  the  corn  to  bribe  with,  but, 
what  is  the  same  thing,  we  have  the  land  upon 
which  to  raise  the  corn.  We  have  got  the  most 
that  we  shall  ;et  from  that  soarce,  rely  upon  ih 

I  do  not  in  the  least  doubt  that  the  future  reve- 
nues of  the  Oovernment  wMI  be  insuRieleni  for  the 
most  economical  adminiktiation.  Teat  this  defi- 
ciency is  not  temporary,  but  permanent,  and,  there- 
fore, that  it  should  be  met  by  providing  some  per- 
manent source  ef  supply;  and  it  is  upon  the  po>tu- 
late  that  there  will  be  such  a  deficiency  that  I  pro- 
ceed to  the  inquiry — Whence  is  ihe  additional  re- 
veaue  to  be  derived?  Only  three  plans  have  or 
can  be  ssgeetted:  difeet  taxes,  imposifion  of  in- 
Cieased  duties  on  proicced  articles  beyi'ud  SO  per 
cent,  and  in  violation  of  'be  eomprnmi.ie,  or  the 
imposition  of  adequate,  but  moderate,  duties  on 
Certain  articles  of  luxury  now  duty  free. 


1  hardly  know  «h  tber  I  ought  to  regird  the 
plan  ol  direct  laxM  as  having  been  proposed.  One 
t.|' my  colleagues  has  suggested  it;  bat,  as  far  as  I 
know,  it  is  unendorsed  by  any  one  member  on  this 
loor,  or  by  any  individual  any  where,  eXcept  by 
two  or  three  (f  his  own  constituents.  In  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  things,  it  is  abou(  as  practicable, 
and  not  a  whit  more  so  than  would  be  a  proposi- 
tion to  raire  revenue  by  alebymy;  and  when  either 
of  these  plans  shall  be  seriously  brought  forward, 
i(  will  be  time  enough  to  dissnts  them.  The 
ehoiee,  ^en,  is  between  taxing  luxuries,  where  the 
(ax  is  paid  equally  by  all  sections  of  the  country,  is 
paid  by  the  wealthy  and  is  paid  voluntarily,  and 
increasing  the  taxes  on  protected  ai  tiaies  which  ar» 
paid  exclusively  by  one  section — that  which  does 
not  maunfacture — which  are  paid  by  the  poorer 
classes,  and  where  the  tax  is  not  voluntary,  but 
cannot  be  avoided.  Between  these  I  cannot  hesi- 
tate. But,  sir,  I  do  not  conceive  that  I  have  a 
right  to  choose;  I  am  bound  by  that  which  I  regard 
as  of  little  letis  authority  than  the  Coastitution — 
the  eompromfra  of  1833.  I  cannot  violate  that 
compromise  consistently  with  my  own  ideas  of 
what  is  ri^hr,  and  I  would  not  if  I  could.  The 
case  of  deficiency  of  revenue  was  anticipated  in 
the  compromise  act,  and  provided  for.  Shall  we, 
honestly  and  in  good  faith,  comply  Vith  the  com- 
pact then  entered  intot 

I  propose  to  show,  Ist.  That  the  oompromiae  act 
of  March,  1633,  prescribes  what  is  lobe  d-ne  in 
Ihe  event  of  a  defici«nt  exchequer.  3i.  That  this 
compromise  is  binding  upon  us.  31.  That  the 
exemption  from  duties  of  the  free  articles  was  one 
of  the  leadioK  objections  to  ihat  act  on  the  part  of 
the  anti- tariff  party,  without  one  single  exception; 
and  (hat  it  was  a  concession  to  the  maoufacinring 
interei't.  4<h.  That  if  it  were  entiiely  an  open 
question  now,  it  is  the  best,  the  fairest,  the  only 
praclicable  mode  of  raising  revenue — that  it  is  the 
most  ad  vaniageons  to  the  whole  country,  and  es- 
pecially to  that  section  from  which  I  come.  The 
sixth  clause  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1633,  common- 
ly eall'-d  ihe  compromise  act,  is  as  loiloww 

Bec.  6.  And  be  it/urilifr  enact fd,  Tliat  ao  uiuck  of  Ihe  act 
of  thefuuncenth  dnjr  of  Julj.  one  ihounnd  el^i  hundred  and 
Uiirnr-t«t*,  orofaajr  other  au  as  is  incon*i«teot  with  iliii  ad, 
•helllje,  and  theaams  la  hereby,  repeeted:  Provided,  That 
Boililng  herein  coiuained  ehall  lie  >o  construed  ae  lo  prevent  ihe 
pa«age,  print  or  sut)a«oieni  i6  the  nid  iliinleih  day  of  June, 
one  thonnnd  eiiglu  hundred  and  funy-iwo,  of  any  ao  or  acta 
from  lime  lu  lime,  aa  may  be  neceesary  in  detetii,  prerent,  or 
punleh  evasions  of  tiie  duties  on  imrnrte  imposed  by  lew,  nor 
bi  prerent  tbepaesagn  or  any  act.  prior  to  ilie  iliirtieih  dsy  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tuny-two,  lo  the  conlla- 
fency  either  oi  exceee  or  delcieocy  of  revenue,  alieriof  tta* 
tBtesol  doiieeoa  articles  which,  hy  the  aforesaid  aetar^oa^ 
UvDihdayol  July, one  ihousand  eight  hundred  ami  ihiny-twe, 
are  eubieci  to  a  leas  rata  »(  duty  than  twenty  per  cent,  ait  ts- 
lorem.  In  anch  manner  as  Dot  to  exceed  tliat  rate,  and  aaaa  W 
adJuSL  the  rcreone  to  eliber  of  the  ifM  cooiiuienciee." 

Can  language  be  more  expliciti  Will  any  gen- 
tleman suggest  words  that  would  more  dtstinctty 
express  the  idea  that  if  more  revenue  is  want-d,  ft 
shall  be  raised  by  duties  on  the  articles  bearrga 
less  duty  ibao  twenty  per  sent.?'  The  casa,  then, 
has  occurred.  Shall  we  comply  with  our  engage- 
ment, and  the  more  especially,  when  we  are  asked 
to  do  that  which  is  net  only  right  in  itself,  but  b 
the  carrying  out  of  (he  very  principle  for  which  we 
of  the  aMi-uriff  party,  in  all  time,  and  without  one 
solitary  exception,  haye  so  strenuously  cmtendedt 
The  tariff  party  have  sobmiited  without  mnrmur 
to  the  annual. reduction;  they  do  not  a^k  even  to 
be  reheved  from  (he  great  ultimate  reduction  in 
1843;  and  shall  we  now  violate  oor  obligation  to 
observe  that  compromise,  and  at  tne  same  time  go 
oounier  to  all  that  we  have  ever  contended  fort 
No,  sir,  no;  "it  is  so  ndmioaed  in  the  bond;"  and 
if  I  was  opposed  to  the  principle,  I  would  still 
submit  to  it.  Much  more  readily  will  I  do  so, 
when  tho;e  here'ofore  opposed  to  ns  are  willing^  to 
adopt  nnr  own  principle — that  of  taxing  luxuries, 
sustained  as  it  is  by  every  wntex  on  political  eco- 
nomy, great  and  small. 

I  donnpreiendiKat  ihere  is  any  e^nstiimionat 
or  legal  disabili'y  to  disturb  the  compromise.  But 
there  are  oon.iderations  not  less  forcible  with  me 
ihaaei'her.  I  feel  that,  as  a  Sonth  Carolir.ian,  1 
am  bound  by  it,  «haiever  may  be  the  cas^?  with 
other*.  I  regard  it  very ,  much  in  Iheiitht  of  a 
treaty,  and  a  treaty  made  almost  on  the  field  of  bat- 
tie.    What  will  be  the  just  impntatioa  npon  ns  if 
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we  BOW  violate  ill  Why,  sir,  ii  will  be  that,  uiidrr 
the  pnssare  of  circumsiaoces  and  ibe  influence  of 
feelings  not  the  most  honorable  lo  (u>,  wesobnaiued 
to  terms  disadvaaiageous  and  unjust,  which  we 
now  seek  the  first  opportunity  to  violate.  The 
whole  tenor  of  that  act  thows  that  it  was  intended 
as  a  termioation  of  that  too-exciting  and  dange- 
mos  controveny— not  a<  a  mere  iroce — as  a  final 
extingaisbment  of  its  fires — not  as  a  temporary 
smothering  of  them,  that  they  might  hereafter 
break  oat  with  a  more  contuming  fury.  I  can, 
with  truth,  say  that  (  have  seen  no  single  indivi- 
daal  in  South  Carolina  who  did  not  regard  it  as  a 
permanent  adjustment  of  the  whole  matter,  and  for 
that  reason,  mainly— regarding  it  as  a  security 
against  all  future  agitation— were  the  people  of  the 
Bute  reconciled  to  many  of  its  provisions,  and, 
amongst  others,  to  that  one  in  particular  which  ex- 
empted  luxuries  from  taxation.  It  is  a  great  error 
to  regard  that  act  as  terminating  in  1842.  It  would 
be  more  proper  to  say  that  it  b^ios  then.  Tbe  au- 
ntial  redncuons  previous  to  that  period  are  only  a 
preparation,  gradual  and  proper,  for  the  ultimate 
and  permantnl  settling  of  the  question. 

Dr.  Cooper,  not  tbe  least  ardent  and  violent  on 
this  subject,  at  the  close  uf  his  collection  of  all  tbe 
teading  documents  of  the  nnlliflcation  controversy, 
vats  the  following  lauKuagf : 

"Mr.  Clat  Inuoduced  into  CoDgrew  (b<  act  known  as  Mr. 
Clat**  compromiaini  law.    I  liops  aid  iruat  it  nill  prore  in 
ftci  what  ii  wa*  loiaodad  to  Iw,  a  lull  and  final  aeulement  of  itw 
'  tuifTconuu." 

Mr.  CiLHOiTM  used,  in  the  Senate,  while  this  act 
was  nnder  discussiou,  the  fullowing  lanfruage: 

"Amooc  tha  objeeiiona  to  tho  bill,  he  ihought  the  reduction 
of  tba  dniiea,  in  the  fiiai  part  of  the  series,  tuo  slow,  and  the 
lut  too  nptd,  and  that  the  lime  for  the  final  reduction  was  uw 
ramote. 

**He  also  objected  to  tbe  home  Talaation,  but  he  thought  these 
oblactiona  oatwelgbed  by  the  consideration  that  the  bill  pro- 
Tided,  as  to  tile  fioai  result,  that  the  revenues  should  come  down 
10  tha  jost  and  economical  wants  of  the  GiivornmenL  Wiih 
Um  eooiemplailon  of  line  result,  as  to  its  final  operation,  he 
baliend  It  would  be  aco  •  •• 
and  bannony,  as  far  as  i 


baliered  li  would  be  accepted  of  bjr  the  douih,  and  that  peace 
and  bannony,  as  far  as  thia  at " 
nstored  to  liie  country." 


aubject  was  concerned,  would  be 

What  is  itfeani'by  the  "final  result"  and  the  final 
operation,  if  this  law  is  to  cease  in  18437  Tbe^  it 
is  that  the  taiifi*  is  to  cooie  down  to  the  revenue 
standard  by  the  final  reduction;  and,  as  I  can  only 
understand  it,  this  final  reduction  reconciled  the 
very  distiajaished  speaker  to  the  slow  process  of 
redaction  and  to  other  principles  of  tbe  act.  What 
is  meant  by  restoring  barmonyl  A  paltry  iruce,  in 
wUoh  both  parlies  would  be  arranging  their  armor 
for  aiioiher  and  fiercer  conflict. 

Again,  he  says,  in  tbe  same  speech:  "If  this 
measure  is  acquiesced  in,  it  will  be  the  termination 
of  that  long  oontroversy  which  began  in  the  con- 
vention, and  has  been  continued  under  various  for- 
tunes to  tbe  present  day."  What  is  the  plain  and 
obvious  meaning  of  this  language?  Was  it  that  he 
repaided  this,  as  he  says,  as  "a  termination"  of 
this  protracted  and  dangerous  controversy,  and 
therefore  a  fit  snbject  for  the  congratulations  of 
every  patriot;  or  as  merely  an  act  of  ordinary  le- 
gislation, imposing  no  sort  of  obligation  upon  either 
of  tbe  parties,  which  might,  witl^  perlect  propriety, 
be  repealed  before  any  of  its  provisions  were  exe- 
cuted, as  giving  no  securiir  for  repose  from  ibis 
exciting  controversy,  and  therefore  not  only  unim> 
portani  in  itself,  bat  unbecoming  tbe  dignity  of  tbe 
position  which  Soddi  Carolina  had  assumed,  and  a 
paltry  suspension  of  a  straggle,  at  the  head  of  which 
be  had  so  lon«  stood?  Did  South  Carolina  engage 
in  this  straggle,  with  all  its  odium  and  its  dangers, 
for  such  a  boon  as  thatt  No,  >ir,  no.  With  a 
full  peroeption  of  the  dangers  and  diffieulties  wiih 
wbieb  she  was  surrounded,  she  believed  that  the 
questions  involved  were  of  vital,  primary,  and 
permanent  importance,  and  never  would  have  been 
satisfied  with  any  thing  less  than  what  she  regarded 
as  a  permanent  Mcarity  for  her  righu  and  the  pria- 
eiples  involved. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  again,  in  1837,  ores  tbe  following 
language;  and  be  it  remembered  that  it  was  used  in 
a  proposition  to  reduce  the  duties  on  salt— an  arti. 
cleof  primary  importance  as  a  necessary,  and  the 
article,  peih  ips  more  than  any  other,  objectionable 
to  the  anu-iarifi'  party,  of  which  be  was  confessedly 
tbe  bead-^an  article  to  the  duty  on  which  be  was 
then  still  opposed,  bat,  agreeable  lo  him  as  a  reduc- 
tion of  that  tttity  would  have  been,  he  was  lestntioed 


Irom  voting  for  it  by  a  regard  to  tbe  Eacredi>e!>s  of 
the  compromise :  ' 

"The  annunciation  hy  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance that  this  bill  wad  framed  and  introduced  un  the  assump- 
tion that  the  act  of  1833  was  r.o  longer  to  be  respected,  gave  to  it 
an  imponaoca  which  demanded  the  moet  serious  consideration. 
That  au  clo<wd  Uie  laiiir  contrsTersy  between  the  North  and 
the  South;  and  the  queeUon  now  presented  is,  ahall  it  again  be 
opened?    Shall  we  reopen  a  conuorersy  which,  during  the  long 

Kriod  from  1821  to  1833,  agitated  tbe  country,  coTcrned  iu 
jislation,  conuollad  the  Presidential  eieciion,  and  finally  ahook 
ita  inatituuoos  to  tlie  centre?  Shall  we  of  the  South,  in  particu- 
lar, aaseni  to  open  this  formidable  controversy — we  who  are  on 
this  subject  in  a  permanent  minorityl  Shall  we  agree  to  sur- 
render our  share  of  interest  in  the  act  of  1833— an  act  which  has 
already  repealed  from  twenty  to  twentytive  millions  of  dollars 
annually,  and  which,  if  Ian  undisturbed,  will  In  a  few  years 
take  on  ten  more,  and  reduce  the  duties  lo  the  coostiiuiional 
and  legitimate  wants  of  the  Govermnentl  Will  we  agree  to 
aurrendsr  all  lhe«e  advantages,  which  were  extorted  from  ihe 
adverse  iniereet  at  the  haxard  of  civil  conflict,  and  lalie  our 
chance  In  the  renewed  eonflicta  that  muat  follow  if  the  noniro- 
verey  be  again  opened?  Thia  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance  asks  you  to  do;  and  what  is  the  compensation  he 
holds  out  U>  you  lor  such  great  eacriflcesi 

"But,  whichever  may  be  pnfarable,4t  iscenain  that  the  prac- 
tical difTerence,  as  far  as  tbe  South  is  concerned,  is  too  small  to 
warrant  the  eacrifice  of  Ihe  great  iniereet  which  she  has  in 
mainiaing  inviolable  the  law  of  1833,  particolarly  when  we  con- 
sider, as  small  as  is  the  dilTerence,  we  have  noaaaunoce  of  even 
rereiving  this  Inconsiderable  boon." 

"  Then  followed  the  proclamation  and  the  rorro  bill,  aa  the 
ultimata  meaaure  of  prolonging  tiie  eiistence  of  the  odious  and 
UDCOnsiltulional  act  of  ISiS,  which  the  party  of  which  the  Se- 
nator is  a  memtier  had  attempted  to  fix  on  the  country  by  a 
scheme  of  permanent  distribution;  and.  when  the  iesun  was 
made,  they  were  ready  to  austain  it  at  tiie  ha  sard  of  civil  war. 
But,  thanks  to  a  kind  Providence  which  had  watched  so  con- 
stantly over  our  destiDies,  this  cAinsel  did  not  prevail.  The 
spiritof  coDCiliallon  and  compromise  overruled  that  of  violence 
and  force.  'I  he  memorable  bill  of  1833  was  introduced  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat,]  and  l>ec«me  a  law  of  the 
land  in  spite  ui  the  protective  and  force  bill  party.  It  closed 
the  cnnflct  beiweeu  the  North  and  the  South,  which,  if  not  re- 
vived by  the  acts  of  those  who  pasead  tbe  uriA'of  1828,  will, 
1  trust  and  believe,  remain  closed  forever.  Such  is  the  train  of 
events  which  led  to  the  act  of  1B33,  and  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  psaned;  and  we  are  now  called  upon  to  decide 
whether  we  shall  adhere  to  its  provisions  or  noL  The  Sena- 
tor from  New  York  invites  us  to  surrender  our  interest  in  it, 
and  to  open  anew  the  tariflT controversy;  and,  with  a  view  to  teat 
our  determination,  has  inaerted  lo  thia  hill  the  repeal  of  the 
duty  on  aali.  He  sigotfiea  his  dissent.  I  am  glad  af  it.  Ii 
provea  that  he  dreads  a  direct  issue  on  the  sut)ject,  which  Is  not 
surprising  after  tlw  statement  made;  but  I  must  tell  him  that  it 
is  iramausrial  wlisther  it  was  so  intended  ornoL  Salt  is  oae  of 
the  items  comprehended  in  the  act,  and  if  we  touch  one  item 
we  may  touch  all.  To  vote  for  the  repeal  of  a  eingle  item,  un- 
less with  common  consent,  as  efiectually  aunendera  tha  com- 
promise OS  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  all. 

"  Tho  Senator  from  New  York  must  excuse  me.  I  feel  it  my 
dtity  to  speak  pistnly  wheie  the  interest  of  my  constituents  and 
the  whole  country  is  so  deeply  concerned.  1  inuil  tell  him  I 
lack  confidence  in  him.  I  see  in  this  bill  a  design,  under  the 
show  ol  reduction,  lo  revive  tbe  tariffcontroversy,  by  which  he 
and  his  friends  have  so  much  profiled  at  the  expense  ol  the 
country.  It  is  an  artful  and  bold  airoke  of  policy,  calculated 
lo  distract  and  divide  the  Opposition,  and  place  almost  un- 
limited control  over  the  capital  and  lahor  of  the  country  in  the 
hands  of  those  in  power,  it  afibrds  the  means  of  appealing  to 
the  hopee  and  fears  of  every  aeclion  and  interest,  while  the 
distraction  anddivieion  that  muat  fallow  would  prevent  the 
poiwibiiity  of  united  efforts  to  arrest  Ihe  abuses  ami  eiicroach- 
menu  of  power.  Experience  has  taught  us  to  undersUnd  the 
game,  and  he  on  our  guard  againat  those  who  are  playing  it. 
We  cannot  close  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  the  party  which  is 
now  so  Intent  to  disturb  the  compromise  is  the  very  party  that 
was  the  author  of  the  tariff  of  1828;  and  which,  after  using 
every  effort  to  reader  it  permanent,  waa  ready  to  shed  nur 
blood  rather  than  surrender  the  act  Their  devotion  to  a  mea- 
aure of  which  they  are  the  authors,  and  to  which  they  owe  their 
preaenialeraiioD,  prepared  us  to  expect  that  deep  hottiliiy  to 
ihe  act  which  gave  their  favoritea  mortal  blow,  and  ojiened  the 
way  for  a  united,  and  we  trust,  ere  long,  a  successful  resistance 
to  power,  acquired  by  dtcaption,  and  maintained  by  delualnn 
and  rvrrupUoo.  Tha  enure  South  may  well  apply  lo  the  Se- 
nator, aa  the  author  of  the  tariffof  1SS8,  the  reply  which  a  dia- 
tincaished  Senator  gave,  after  ita  passage,  lo  one  who  now  oc- 
cupies a  higher  atailon  than  he  did  then,  and  who  undertook  to 
explain  to  Dim  bis  vote  on  this  occasion :  'Sir,  you  have  de- 
caived  ma  once,  that  was  your  fait;  but  ifyou  deceira  roe  again, 
the  lault  will  be  mine.' 

"Alas,  tbr  Virginia !  that  ones  proud  and  patriotic  State,  she 
basdiaroinedher  honest  and  enllgbiened  son  who  served  her 
with  so  much  fidelity,  and  has  elevated  to  Ihe  highest  office  him 
who  Iwtrayed  her,  and  trampled  her  intereat  in  the  duat. 

"I  know  full  well  that  aitempu  will  be  made  to  misreprsssnt 
my  position  on  this  occaaion,  and  to  weaken  me  in  the  confi- 
dence ot  the  public.  I  fear  ihe m  not.  I  know  well  ihoee  whom 
I  reprosmiL  They  have  too  clear  a  conception  of  their  true 
interest,  and  plaice  too  high  an  estimate  on  truth  and  honor,  to 
withhold  iheii  confidence  from  him  who  featlcssly  fallows  their 
dictates.  They  will  scorn  the  miserable  boon  proffered  by  the 
Saiiator  from  New  York,  and  the  hand  that  offers  it,  end  will 
cling  10  the  act  which  they  ao  proudly  wrung  from  thia  Govera- 
meni.  Were  1  to  listen  to  the  voiceoftheSeoaior  from  New  Yoik, 
they  would  hold  ms  blind  lo  their  interest  and  indifferent  to  their 
hoiMir.  I  shall  not  assent  to  disturb  the  act  of  1833  In  the 
aUghtestdegree,  ao  long  aa  the  manufacturing  interssia  shall  ad- 
here to  IK  proviaiona,  be  the  conduct  of  poliiiclans  whai  it  may. 
Thus  far  they  liave  firmly  adhered.  Not  a  murmur  has  been 
heard  or  a  peUtiOD  Imso  ofTered  trom  that  quarter  against  it 
from  its  paasaga  to  the  present  day,  while  tbe  meroorial  sf  the 
Lesiilaturee  of  the  two  gi eat  unlf  States,  Manrachusetts  and 
Pennaylvania,  which  pledged  ihomselvas  to  abide  by  the  pro. 
Tiaioosoftbe  act,  give  stroug  addiiional  assaraoce  tluu,  ifws 
do  not  distnrb  It  on  our  paii,  they  will  not  on  theira." 

Truth,  sir,  every  word  truth.    I  regard  now,  as 
Iw  did  then,  those  who  would  disturb  thtf  compro* 


mise;  and  I  warn  those  now  who  w»nld  do  it,  as  be 
did  then,  that  if  they  do,  *'tbey  will  have  ampie  . 
time  to  reflect  upon  tbe  evil  they  have  done."  Let 
them  well  reflect  before  they  again  break  np  that 
deep  and  turbid  foantain  of  bitter  waters?  Who- 
ever makes  ihe  attempt  will  find  that  onr  people, 
prompt  as  they  ever  ate  to  peril  every  thin;  in  de- 
fence of  a  great  principle  of  the  ConstitDlion  and  of 
public  liberty,  will  look  well  about  then  and  fmlly 
examine  for  themselves  all  tbe  reasons,  before,  on 
any  autboriiy,  they  will  revive  that  dangerona  con- 
flict. And,  sir,  if  we  do  break  np  ihiscompromiae, 
what  hope  have  we,  "in  a  permanent  minority, •• 
as  we  are,  that  we  shall  obtain  any  better  lermCt 

In  a  debate  in  tbe  Senate,  in  1838,  between  Mr. 
Clay  and  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  vrnn  great  aeton  in  this 
compromise,  Mr.  Clay,  in  giving  a  bislory  of  that 
meuure,  uses  ihe  following  langnage,  wtiieh  was 
not  contradicted: 

"In  the  conaulutions  batwsen  that  Bsnalor  [Mr.  raWiii— ]  aail 
myself,  in  respect  to  the  compromise,  en  every  p«aic  nioa 
which  1  insisted  he  gave  way.  He  was  for  a  aboner  tens  iMji 
nine  years,  and  more  rapid  reduction.  1  Insisted,  and  hs  yisid- 
ed.  He  insistsd  upon  fiftsen  psresot.  aa  Die  mailnaa  dnsr, 
but  yielded.  He  was  against  any  diacriminatioo  wiihia  laa 
limited  range  ef  duties  fortbe  benefltofihe  maoufacuien.  bu 
consented.  To  the  last  be  protested  sgainst  horns  raluaooo^ 
but  finally  gave  way." 

Now,  It'  this  act  was  regarded  aa  a  definitive  aet- 
dement  of  ihe  whole  matter,  I  can  vety  weil  see 
reasons  for  this  pertinacious  adbeieaee^  bnt  if  it 
was  not  se,  but  a  mere  act  of  ordiaary  Itgnlaiion, 
I  am  at  a  loss  for  a  reason  for  it,  espcciaUy  for  eon- 
lending  that  the  duties  were  to  come  down  in  1B43 
to  fifteen  instead  of  twenty  per  cent.  This  wan  n 
matter  of  vast  consequence,  if  this  adjustment  waa 
to  be  permaneol;  but  of  none  earthly  if  its  ptoA* 
sions  expired  in  1843.  Tbe  good  or  evil  eosid  not 
have  lasted  more  than  a  few  months.  Bat,.nf,  tha 
whole  act  is  full  of  provisions  lo  regalnte  daiiea 
after  1842.  Why  was  this,  if  ihe  act  was  intended 
to  cease  then  lo  operaiel  That  it  was  regarded  by 
onr  Convention  as  a  permanent  adjustment,  tha  re- 
port of  that  body  acceding  lo  the  compromise  faily 
shows.  It  is  lull  of  evidence  to  that  point.  Listen 
to  the  following  brief  extract.  After  reviewing  the 
provisions  of  the  compromise,  the  following  Ian* 
.guage  is  used:  "These  provisions  rmbody  gnnt 
principles  in  reference  to  this  subject,  for  wUck 
South  Carolina  has  long  and  earnestly  coniendcd; 
and  if  the  pledge  therein  contained"  (what  pMgn 
but  lo  maintain  the  Compromise  Aci7)  *'abOBldbe 
fulfilled  in  good  faith,  they  mn8t,in  their  opemiion, 
arrest  the  abuses  which  have  grown  oat  of  the  an- 
finihorized  appropriations  of  the  pnblie  money." 
Thia  pledge  has  been  honestly  fulfilled.  Shall  wc^ 
on  onr  pan,  violate  ill 

My  next  proposition  is,  that  the  principle  ilMt 
luxuries  should  be  taxed,  and  that  they  abonid  no^ 
in  any  case,  be  exempted  from  taxation,  has  been 
the  principle  of  tbe  anti-laiiff  party,  wiibont  ana 
single  exception— of  men  of  all  degrees  and  sisesi 
from  the  almost  inaudible  whisper  of  oar  smailert 
men  ap  to  tbe  thunder  of  Hayne  and  McDoflfa; 
whilst  the  proposition  to  exempt  tbem  front  taxa- 
tion has  always  been  made  by  and  teeeifed  the 
support  of  the  uriff  party.'  In  1331  Mr.  Clay  cab- 
mined  a  resaltttion  making  -duly-free  ihoae  veiy 
articles  opon  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  impeaa 
duties.  He  was  supported  by  every  man  of  ibn 
laciff  party,  and  opposed  by  every  mcBtberwi  tba 
ami-iariff  parly. 

Mr.  Clays  resolution  was  as  follovs: 
"Raolved,  That  the  existing  duties  upon  atlielas  Impotiail 
from  foreign  countries,  andnet  coming  into  competiiiomtm/i 
nmilar  articlei  madt  or  produced  wihm  tkt  CHttttd  atalt$, 
ousbt  to  be  abollahed,  except  the  duties  upus  winasamlailk^ 
and  that  those  ought  to  tie  reduced;  and  thai  the  Comciliias  oa 
Finance  be  insiruciedto  report  a  bill  accordingly." 

Mr.  Hayne  moved  the  followiag  amendment: 
"Strike  out  all  after  lbs  word  connirisa,  and  inaan  as  IM. 
lows:  'Be  so  reduced  that  tbe  amouni  of  tha  pvblic  ii  iiaiis 
shall  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  expeuaes  of  theOaveinment,ae. 
cording  to  their  present  scaler  altet  the  paymsni  of  dis  paUk 
debt;  end  that,  allowing  a  reasonable  lima  fri  tha  radoeOaa  of 
the  present  high  duties  on  articles  coming  Into  compeiitiaa  with 
similar  articles  made  or  produced  wiibln  the  Uniiad  Stale*,  lbs 
dud'ssbe  ultimately  tquallxed,  so  that  tbe  duly  on  no  artictsaa 
compared  with  ihs  valosoftbat  aitida,  vary  maiiriallj  tan 
tbs  value  of  tliat  article.'" 

Mr.  Clay's  proposition — the  tariff'  propaeitioD~ 
was  to  raise  tbe  whole  revenue  by  imposts,  with  a 
view  to  protection  on  articles  where  similar  article* 
were  made  here.  GeiL  Hayne^  ptoposiUoa  was 
Bot,  as  has  been  enoneoosly  stated,  to  imposa  equal 
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daties  oa  all  articles,  but  Ibat  there  should  be  no 
mate^l  diffeieLce.  Mr.  Clay's  proposition  vas 
nllimately  adopted  in  the  Compromise  Act.  A 
large  class  of  articles  was  by  that  act  admitted  Tree 
of  all  dniy;  and  now  the  proposition  is  made  to  as 
by  our  old  opponenta  to  adopt  oar  principle — to 
tax  articles  bearing  no  duly — to  tax  ibem  to  the 
eitint  of  the  necessities  of  the  Treasury;  and 
Soatbern  men  are  found  opposiog;  it.  How  iod 
Wjy  is  tbisi  I  appeal  to  those- itiih  whom  lence 
acted — to  the  members  of  a  party  towards  which 
I  bare  felt  a  strooger  attachment  than  I  erer  shall 
to  any  other — not  to  run  across  every  principle  for 
which  that  parly  baa  contended;  to  leave  me  some 
one  principle,  if  only  one,  upon  which  I  may  stand; 
and,  when  cbaigod  with  inconsis'.eney,  let  me  be 
able  to  say,  Here  is  one  priiteiple  to  which  we  ad- 
hered. 

Mr.  Clay  advocated  Us  resolution,  exempting  a 
large  class  of  articles  of  luxury  from  any  duties 
whatever.  He  was  supported  by  every  tariff  man 
in  the  Senate  who  spoke  upon  the  subject.  I  shall 
not  weary  the  committee  by  reading  extracts  from 
tbcir  speeches,  nnleu  this  is  denied.  But  I  must 
read  from  the  speeches  of  those  who  oppoced  the 
proteetive  policy. 

I  begin  witli  Oea.  Hajrne,  who  was  confessedly 
the  bead  of  tha  anti-tariff  party  in  Congress,  and 
who  has  left  an  enduring  nienument  to  his  fame  in 
the  ability  which  he  exhibited  in  discussing  this 
•object  with  the  ablest  debaters  in  this  or  in  any 
eonotry.  No  man  enjoyed  in  a  higher  degree  (he 
oonfidenee  of  those  with  whom  be  served  in  the 
Senate;  and  Uie  best  evidence  of  the  estimation  of 
his  native  and  mach  loved  State  is,  that  he  .was 
called  to  the  helm  by  one  voice,  at  a  peri  id  «f  un- 
precedented danger  and  difficulty,  and  well  did  he 
earn  and  merit  this  confidence.  He  did  not  aspire 
to  the  cbartctet  of  an  original  genius.  He  was 
much  too  wise  for  that  He  wa8nothrory*monger;oo 
eoastractoi  of  impracticable  plans  of  Government, 
like  the  philosophic  dreamers  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution; no  visionary  scSemer,  like  Sieye»;  nor 
conid  he  have  split  Jiairs  on  a  point  of  mystic  me- 
taphysics, or  of  foholastic  dialectics,  with  Dun 
Scotas.  His  business  was  with  this  sublnnary 
world  as  be  found  it — ^not  as  a  Utopian  trans- 
cendentalism woDid  have  had  it — wise,  coot,  bold, 
forbearing,  disinterested;  all  the  qualities  of  a  great 
statesman  were  softly  and  beatifutly  blended  in  his 
high  and  useful  character.  Listen  to  the  opinions 
of  thia  able  and  practical  man  on  this  qnestion  of 
taxing  luxuries: 

"Wtiat  wu  that  tchamtj  Why,  Uiat  ftom  all  articles  of 
luxury  ttie  tant  elMuld  Iw  talun  on  entinl;;  while  upon  atii- 
ela*  of  aboolute  neceuity  thev  were  to  remain  undiminished. 
article*  eoiifuraed  by  the  rich  were  to  come  into  the  country 
luiy  free,  while  arUclea  coueumed  by  the  poor  were  to  be  tnir- 
leaed  witir  exorbitant  taxation.  The  rich  man  waa  to  drink 
ila  costly  winea,  and  hia  family  to  be  arrayed  in  fine  lilln, 
irithont  paying  ooa  cent  towarda  the  expenses  of  Government; 
vhilo  lite  poor  man  waa  to  be  heiTily  u»d  on  the  coarse  wool- 
em  widen  were  to  shield  himsell  and  hia  family  fiom  the  win- 
et*m  cnld.  Now  coold  a  system  of  taxation  resting  on  such 
>rioclpl«a  ssrioualy  be  defended?  (^nld  it  he  tolerated  in  a 
Tee  country  and  a  Uberal  and  siilighteDsd  age)  He  iruslsd 
lot. 

"There  n  another  objsctioo  to  this  scheme,  which  was  to  his 
niod  «qiiaUy  eonclusire— it  was,  that  liy  it  the  duties  were  to  be 
aken  on*  from  what  was  called  the  unprotected  articles— arti- 
lies,  too,  of  general  consumption,  (and  which  according  to  tbo 
general  principle  of  political  economy,  and  the  common  con- 
ent  of  all  manltiBd,  are  the  proper  aubjects  for  taxaUoo,)  and 
lie  entire  revenue  lif  the  country  waa  to  be  raised  upon  the 
>rolacted  articles— upon  eoilona,  woollens,  and  ironi  articles  of 
leceeslcy,  on  which  enormous  duties  are  now  imposed;  duties 
vbich  operate  as  a  heaTy  tax  on  certain  portions  of  industry 
ind  certain  branches  of  tns  country,  and  as  a  bounty  to  other 
wrlions  of  ihs  country  and  other  brancbfs  of  industry. 

"Againat  a  system  so  unjust,  unequal,  and  oppressiTe,  the 
ax  pa}  iig  people  of  the  United  States,  those  who  receive  no 
yytmoo  of  fie  bounties  of  the  protecting  system,  the  people  of 
He  Sc.uthern  Slates,  those  whom  he,  in  part,  represented  on  this 
loot,  must  forever  protest. 

"Oentleroen  might  consider  such  an  arrangement  as  const!- 
otlne  a  judicious  revision  of  ibe  larifl';  but  /or  his  own  pan, 
I*  had  no  hesiuiion  in  saying  thai  he  would  consider  a  repeal  of 
M  duilea  on  the  unprsisclsil  articles,  while  the  duties  on  the 
ithers  should  remain  uMoncheil,  as  the  wnntol  all  possible  ed- 
it ittnenia  of  (iiai  great  question  which  now  agitatea  and  disturbs 
be  whole  country." 
In  another  speech  he  sars: 

**The  next  objection  to  this  scheme  is,  tliat  it  proposes  te  re- 
teve  luxuries  finm  all  taxation,  while  the  taxes  on  the  iicceasn- 
ies  of  life  are  to  remain  just  ss  thcv  are,  siibject  to  duties  of 
rom  50  to  lOO  per  cent,  it  is  true  tnat  tlie  gentleman,  seeing,  1 
ireeume.  the  enormity  of  the  proposition  in  its  original  form, 
low  consents  that  some  very  moderate  duty  may  be  levied  no 
rineeand  aitka.  But,  sir,  I  should  be  glad  tn  know  in  what 
rinse  and  silks  ililTer  from  the  numerous  arielea  which,  by  Ihs 
enilemaa'e  scheme,  are  to  come  In  free  of  dniy.  Urn  t«  •  I(.| 
if  sonoe  of  them,  and  it  will  bo  for  llie  (Stnate'auJ  the  country 


loaay  how  far  It  is  reasonable  or  just  that  the  consumers  of 
these  articles  shall  contribute  nothing  to  ihl  public  revenue, 
while  the  honest  laboring  man  is  to  be  taxed  from  thirty  to  one 
hundred  dollars  on  eVRry  hundred  dollars  which  he  expends  on 
the  woollens  and  the  flannels,  the  iron  and  the  sugar,  which 
are  indispensable  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  bimaslf  and 
family. 

"It  is  one  of  the  grandest  farcee  ever  attempted  to  be  played 
oir  upon  a  free  peeple,  to  see  sn  auempt  mside  to  reduce  the 
taxes  on  olivea  and  capers,  anchovies  and  brandy  fruits,  mace, 
cloves,  nutmegs,  precious  stones,  alabaster  ornamenia,  cordials, 
perfumery,  artificial  finwers,  billiard  balls,  battledores,  shuttle- 
cocks, coral  beads  and  gold  snufl*  boxes,  Mlver  apectacles  and 
ivory  headed  canes,  velvets  andjace,  musllDsand  grosde  naplea, 
camels'  hair  shawls,  morocco  and  prunella  shoes,  fine  cambrics, 
plated  chafing  dishes,  porcelain  and  china  dinner  and  tea  sets, 
gold  watches,  Cologne  water,  Champagne  and  Burgundy  wlnee, 
orangaa  and  pine-applea,  embroidery,  ivory  fans,  fioe  Iruih 
linens,  parasols,  centra  tables,  gilt  books,  pier  looking  glasses, 
vermicelli  and  maccaroni,  Italian  marble  and  mantel  ornaments, 
rouge,  essences  and  court  plaster,  chessmen,  sweet-scented 
soap,  silk  stockings,  gold  and  silver  thimbles,  mantel  time 
pieci»,  tooth  puwiTer,  wax  dolls,  and  a  hundred  other  things 
used  by  the  rich. 

"I  asit  for  the  reason  of  this  distinction,  which  relieves  luxu- 
ries from  taxation,  and  throws  them  upon  the  necessariea  of  life; 
which  burdens  the  poor,  and  exempts  the  rich;  and  I  am  told  it 
is  necessary  for  protoction." 

Next  comes  the  venerable  Macon.  Listen  to 
bis  opinions: 

"There  wsis  certain  things  that  ought  not  to  be  taxed  in  any 
country — tilings  that  entered  into  the  plain  food  of  the  fioor  and 
laboringclasses,  and  which  were  necewary  to  sol^po^t  life.  It 
is  said  that  it  [salt]  b  an  article  which  cannot  be  smusgled: 
and  is  that  a  teasoo  why  it  should  be  laxedl  Is  it  good  rea- 
soning to  say  that,  because  laces  and  silks  can  be  sinuagled, 
they  must  not  be  taxed  as  high  as  an  article  of  necessity  to  the 
poorl" 

His  distiDgni!.h(  d  colleague  (Mr.  MaHooM)  thus 
expresses  his  opinions  un  ihis  tubjeot.  [As  an  evi- 
dence of  the  confidence  of  South  Carolina  in  this 
dislioguished  cit  aen,  I  nred  only  mention  that  he 
has  once  received  the  vote  of  that  Stale  for  the 
Presidency,  and  to  a  higher  gentleman  or  a  purer 
patriot  that  vote  could  not  have  been  given.] 

"What  is  the  rflect  of  the  resolution  on  the  tabled  It  is  to 
aggravate  the  evil;  it  is  to  tax  the  necessaries  of  the  poor  man 
wliiie  the  rich  may  revel  in  luxuries  as  free  frnm  taxation  aa 
the  air  he  breathes;  it  is  to  increass  the  extraviigant  tiountles 
already  enjoyed  bjr  the  rich  capitalists  by  diminishing  the  cost 
of  manv  of  the  articles  which  enter  into  the  consumption  of  his 
e.tablisnment.  The  duties  in  the  shape  of  protectinn  remain 
tbo  same  nomlnallv,  while,  in  fact,  they  are  enhanced  to  the 
wliole  amount  of  deduction  from  the  prices  of  articles  con- 
sumed by  the  manul'acturerand  his  laborers.'* 
Jud^e  Grundy  thus  spraks : 

"The  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  purposes  to 
abolish  the  duties  entirely  on  all  artldss  of  a  kind  not  manufac- 
tured in  the  United  Statea,  except  silks  and  winea,  and  to  re- 
duce ihem  on  these  articles.  So  lung  aa  duties  are  paid  on  im- 
ported articles,  for  the  purposs  of  raising  revenue,  I  cannot 
conssnt  to  this  proposition.  Tbs  true  principle  of  taietioa  is 
to  impose  it  on  those  who  are  best  able  to  bear  ir.  The  reduc- 
tion on  yonr  table  purposes  a  total  abandonment  of  this  prind- 
pls.  The  arilclca  to  tie  released  from  taxation  are  luxurice, 
used  almost  exclusively  by  the  rich,  while  the  burdens  are  left 
with  all  their  weight  upon  the  poorer  portion  of  the  communf 
ty.  This  would  be  no  alleviation  of  the  evils  complained  of, 
and  I  will  not  Unite  in  holding  out  to  the  poor  man  ths  delusive 
h0(>e  that  he  is  to  be  able  to  clothe  his  family  in  silks,  and  re- 
gale himself  on  wines  every  day, whileall  the  articles  of  dress 
he  purchases— his  salt,  his  sugar,  his  plough,  his  axe,  and  his 
hoe,  and  all  the  utensils  with  which  hs  earns  his  daily  bread^— 
axe  BO  taxed  as  to  rendei  bim  unable  to  raise  bis  family.  No, 
sir,  give  him  hia  Dccessariee  of  life  unUixed,  or  taxed  lightly. 
I.et  llie  labor  have  its  full  reward,  and  he  will  then  increase  in 
his  means,  and  in  lime  be  able  to  indulge  in  luxuries,  if  he 
shall  p  eass  to  do  so." 

Mr.  McDuSie,  than  whom  no  one  enjoyed  or  de- 
served more  of  the  confidence  of  the  anti-lariS 
parly,  from  his  (uiinmanding  talents  and  known 
devolion  to  the  principles  of  that  party,  Ihns  speak>: 

"Mr.  McDufflo  said  that  the  resolution  only  proposed  an  in- 
quiry, which  did  not  commit  the  House;  antl  every  rrsoluiion 
tot  an  inquiry,  he  thought,  ought  Co  be  adopted.  The  resolu- 
tlon  decides  nothing;  if  it  did,  ne  should  be  opposed  to  it;  for 
there  was  nothing,  he  thon^ht,  so  unwise  as  to  remit  the  duties 
on  articles  of  luxury,  while  they  were  retained  on  atticlse  of 
neceasiiy.  „     . 

"I.ot  us  examine  this  matter.  Our  imports  of  foreign  mer- 
chandise tmay  be  divided  into  two  great  trlasses.  The  first  con- 
sists of  articles  which  are  entiraly  produssd  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, the  second,  of  articles  partly  produced  abroad  antl  partly 
produced  in  the  United  Sutes.  The  former  are  usually  deno- 
minated the  onprotectod,  and  the  latter  the  protected  articles. 
Now,  as  to  ths  former  class,  comprising  tsaa,  eolTee,  aHks, 
wines,  and  avariecy  of  other  imports,  1  will  assume  that  from 
tlieae  one  half  of  the  federal  revenue  will  be  collected,  though, 
in  point  of  fact,  i<  would  bo  more  correct  to  ssy  one  third  only. 

"As  to  this  porUnn  of  the  revenue  no  oae  has  ever  pretend- 
ed tiiat  the  buraen  is  not  oqiially  distributed  over  the  Union,  in 
proportion  to  the  consumption  of  articles  from  which  it  is  de- 
rived. It  must  be  apparent  that  the  manufacturing  States 
have  no  grounds  for  alleging  that  the  duties  on  sillcs,  wine;,  tea, 
and  coffee,  expose  ihcm  to  an  unequal  and  oppresiive  biii^en. 
Will  a  solitary  voire  be  raised  to  denounce  this  part  of  the  bill 
under  considerationi    Asenredly  there  will  not. 

'^an  any  one  be  so  blind  as  not  tu  see  that  the  reduction,  or, 
more  prnjierly  speaking,  the  repeal  of  the  duties  on  lea,  coflce, 
dyesiufft,  manntscturing  materials,  sod  on  most  of  the  unpro- 
tected arilrlsa,  will  opsraie  as  aa  additional  protscUon  lo  the 
Ji,  rihern  manufacturersl 

"There  are  two  modes  of  giving  this  protection  to  the  manu- 
facturing Statea:  the  one,  consists  In  imposing  duties  on  such 
srtiele*  ss  Ihn  make  lliemselvss;  ibe  other,  in  ukingoir  or  <ll- 
miiiishing  duties  ou  such  articles  as  ilicy  consume,  and  do  not 


make  at  home,  but  Import  from  abroad  tn  ezehsnge  for  i 
of  their  own  domeatlcproducuons.  In  tbislwololS  aspect  of 
Uiesubieci,Iregddtbi|asone  of  the  most  ingeniouaiy  eon. 
trived  schsmes  of  proiesiion  that  has  ever  been  prteented  to 
Congress." 

'Of  the  reductwn  of  duties  for  which  ibis  bill  provides,  about 
onehalfls  as  direct  a  protection  to  the  manufacturers  as  If  it 
had  consistsd  of  sn  incrsase  of  the  articles  which  they  make. 
In  proportion  as  you  reduce  the  cost  of  tea  and  cofTse,  you  di- 
minish the  wages  of  the  operatives,  and,  in  propMtioD  wyon 
diminish  the  cost  of  matsrials  used  by  the  manulketuien,  yeu 
diminish  the  c6st  of  producing  their  manulacturts." 

It  was,  then,  true;  no  one  dented  the  justice  and 
perfect  etjuality  of  snch  a  tax;  but  new  ligbic  have 
broken  upon  us,  and  it  has  been  left  to, the  men  of 
our  day  to  ditcotrer  that  the  tax  which  lb*  undi- 
vided South  coDiended  for  as  not  only  just  in  iuelf, 
but  the  only  just  tax,  and  especially  advantageons 
to  the  South,  »  now  discovered  to  be  as  especially 
injurious.  Such,  sir,  without  one  exception,  w»a 
the  coarse  and  argument  of  the  anti-Tariff  party. 
But  it  does  not  stop  with  the  mere  authority  of  iii. 
dividual  names,  however  distiDguished.  The  anti- 
Tariff  Convention  which  met  in  Philadelphia  in 
1836— a  rare  assemblage  of  character  and  taleoU 
— passed  three,  and  only  three,  resolutions.  One 
of  the  three  was  on  the  subject  of  taxing  wines, 
silks.  &c.  Wbat^was  that  tesulutiont  Listen,  air; 
I  will  read  it: 

"M  Resolution.  That  wloea.  leas,  coflke,  and  similar  arti- 
cles, be  not  added  to  the  list  of  thoss  now  free  ofduty,1iuI  may, 
on  tile  contrary,  bo  subject  to  duties  corresponding  in  propmiea 
to  their  respective  value  with  thoee  laid  on  other  Imported  attl- 
elea  subject  to  duty." 

Yes,  sir,  Ihis  resolution  passed,  ananimoiuly, 
that  body.  It  was  not  only  r^arded  as  imporiaat 
that  these  articles  »hould  be  taxed,  but  so  importaat 
as  to  be  embodied  in  one  of  the  only  three  resola- 
tions  that  were  adopted.  There  was  scarcely  a 
public  meeting  in  opposition  to  the  tariff,  where  this 
point  of  taxing  luxuries  was  not  insisted  on  as  a 
primary  principle.  The  objection  to  the  tariff  was 
not  from  any  opposition  to  raiung  the  requisite  re- 
venue, but  that  the  tariff  of  duties  was  so  laid  as  to 
operate  unequally,  by  laying  those  datiea  chitflf 
on  articles  made  in  this  country,  and  thus  enhanc- 
ing their  price  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  mann- 
factuted  them,  and  at  the  expense  of  those  who 
were  conromers,  and  not  also  manufacturers;  and 
as  Ibis  insqualiiy  did  not  exist  as  lo  articles  not  ma- 
nufactured in  this  counti  y,  and  as  to  which  we  were 
all  equally  consnmers,  and  only  consumers,  the  tax 
was  equal  on  all  the  jcctions  and  interests.  This  is 
the  sole,  leal  foundation  of  the  celebrated  forty  bale 
theory.  No  one,  I  presume,  ever  contended  if  an 
article,  the  produie  of  Georgia,  is  exchanged  for 
merchandise  of  a  kind  not  mannfacinred  in  this 
country,  and  that  the  article  so  imported  is  sold  at 
a  price  iacressfd  by  the  duty,  and  is  iwnsumed  hr 
the  people,  not  of  Cieorgia,  but  of  Maine,  that  ibe 
producer  in  Georgia,  and  not  the  consnmer  in 
Maine,  pays  Ihe  duly.  Such  a  proposition  is  ab- 
surd beyond  the  reach  ofargumeiit.  But  where 
the  article  so  imported  and  enhanced  in  price  by 
the  duty  comes  in  competition  wi:h  a  similar  arti- 
cle of  American  manulacinre,  the  price  of  the  latter 
is  also  raised;  and  Enppo»ing  the  eonsumption  ef 
the  article  lo  be  equal  between  the  producer  of  the 
aiticle  of  foreign  commerce  and  the  home  manufac- 
turer, it  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  former  pays  all 
the  duty,  the  latter  nothing,  for  whilst  they  are  bolb 
consumers,  and  ihe  consumer  pays  the  duty  lo  the 
producer,  that  duty  U  nncompenxated  taxation, 
whilst  the  manufacturer  receives  back,  in  the  in- 
creared  price  of  his  own  article,  all  that  be  pays  fs 
a  ennsumer  of  ihe  foreign  one. 

This  is  the  objection  which  mos  throngb  all  our 
papers  upon  the  subject.  I  will  read  a  few  ex- 
tracts from  Ihe  celebrated  and  able  exposition  of 
the  South  Carolina  Legislalore  in  1823: 
'  'Men  ask  not_ for  burdens,  but  for  benefits.  The  tax  paid  by 
the  duty  on  imports,  by  which,  with  the  exception  of  the  receipts 
of  the  ules  of  Ihe  public  lands,  the  t^vernment  is  wholly  sup- 
ported, and  which,  in  its  gross  amount,  is  annually  equal  to 
about  •23,(l(XI,000,  la  then,  in  tiuth,  no  tax  on  them.  Whaterer 
portion  of  it  tbey  advance  as  consumers  of  the  articles  on  which 
it  is  imposed,  returns  to  them  ftom  Ihe  labor  of  othen,  witli 
uaurious  interest,  through  an  artfully  contrived  aystsir.  That 
such  are  the  facts,  the  committee  will  proceed  to  deironstrate 
by  other  arguments  than  the  confession  ofthef  arty  by  tu  acts^ 
conclusive  OS  tlint  ought  to  be  considered. 

"The  manuisciurin'g  Stales,  however,  indemnify  theniselrse, 
aod  more  then  indemnify  themsetvea,  for  the  increased  price 
li.ey  pavon  the  articles  they  consume,  ss  has  alreadv  been 
proved  by  their  confession,  in  a  form  which  rannot  deceive,  by 
their  own  arts.'  Nor  is  it  difllcuU  tn  trace  the  operation  by 
which  it  is  efTecied.  The  very  acts  of  Congress  imposing  bur- 
dsn«  en  them,  as  consumers,  give  them  the  means,  through  the 
I  monopoly  which  it  afibrds  the  manuftctuien  m  the  boine  mar- 
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hei,  not  only  or  indemnir^-in;  ihemselren  for  ihe  lnrrei>ied 
prico  oa  the  Imparted  iiniciu  which  ihey  contume,  but  in  a 
fVMl  OHMur*  or  coramaiiiling  iho  industry  of  the  rest  of  ih« 
union,  rii*  ariument  urged  by  them  for  ilie  adopiion  of  iha 
•fat«m,aiid  wluimaeli  auecais,  ii,  that  the  prlca  of  piidiicu 
aadltrepartj  ialhemaaufaciiuriDg  Staiea  tnuaibe  thereby  in- 
cnrnd,  wtucit  otaarg*  prorei  tlis  bcneflcial  operailun  of  the 
•^Hm  oa  ibem.  li  ia  by  thia  rery  ineraaaa  of  prica  wliicb 
iqott  be  paid  by  their  tallow  uiixena  of  tlie  Soutli  tbaiiha  in- 
demniiT  Wtha  manoiictDrerJaefreciad.  And  by  meanioi  ibia, 
tha  fruitaol  our  toil  and  labor  which,  on  erery  principle  of  jua- 
t|«a,  •lubt  lo  taalonx  loouraelrn,  are  iranalerred  from  ua  tu 
-  lAcm.  The  maxim,  that  the  conaumeri  pay,  iiriclly  a|  pliea  to 
VA.  We  are  mere  c^naumers,  and  destitute  of  aO  meona  ct 
IraMferriogtiia  burden  from  ouraelvea  to  otbera. 

"Tha  caaa,  then,  lairly  ataied  bstweea  ua  and  the  manufac- 
turing Siaiei,  ii,  ihat  the  tans'  givn  them  a  prohibiiioa  against 
foreign  cnmpetliion  in  our  own  market  m  the  aale  of  their 
Hooda,  and  deprirea  ua  of  iheVMnefll  of  a  compatltion  of  pur- 
chaaera  for  our  raw  material." 

Tni»-,  sir,  was  ibe  gravamen  of  all  onr  oppontnts 
to  the  taijff — thai  duties  neie  laid  on  aritcies 
which  were  maauftctared  here,  and  as  to  which 
the  maaafacturcrs  received  compeDsatioo'  in  in- 
ereaud  prices  o(  what  they  sold  for  all  they  paid 
as  consniner.'';  and  that  soch  daties  were  not  laid 
'  on  ariiclrs  as  to  which  the;,  like  oarselves,  were 
conanmers  only. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  an  address  of 
the  same  eonveniion,  on  ihe  part  of  Soath  Caro- 
lina, 10  b«r  sister  Siate-s  after  she  bad  nallified  the 
tariff  lavs.  In  a  grave,  solemn,  and  well  con- 
tidered  appeal  to  these  States,  the  principles  of  a 
tariff,  witii  which  alone  it  was  declared  that  the 
State  would  be  satisfird,  are  laid  down,  and  this  of 
taxiag  the  articles  now  dniy  free  was  the  leading 
point  insisted  on: 

"blheraMyjualicain  taxing  the  iron,  aall,  sugar,  the  coarae 
woollens  and  the  calicoea  of  the  paor  and  middling  claisea,  of 
tlM  farmer  and  mechanic,  and  not  taxing  at  all  the  wines,  tha 
iiiki^  and  thespicea  of  the  wealthy  and  laxurioua  classes  of 
society?  or  our  imporiatiun  of  1839,  wrenty-aix  millions  were 
doty  free,  and  eighiy-fiva  mil  liona  paid  duty.  Tlie  articles  duty 
Area  were,  almost  without  exception,  articles  used  by  the 
wevltfey,  or  raw  materiala  used  in  the  lactones;  whilst  tbaarti. 
clsa  taxed  are  as  invariably  articles  of  uecesaiiy,  used  by  iboee 
In  Indigent  or  moderate  circumsunces.  There  are  one  hun- 
dred dwricta  repreeenied  on  this  floor  in  which  there  are  nit 
iwanty  m^njvho  would  be  affected  by  duties  on  wine,  and  not 
twenty  who  are  not  afl*ecied  by  the  present  tariff. 

*'Having  now  presented,  for  tha  consideration  of  the  Federal 
Owemmsot  end  our  cunfedarate  Stales,  the  fixed  and  final  de- 
(armioaiion  of  thia  State  in  relation  to  the  protectios  aysiam.  It 
remains  fur  us  to  suboiit  a  plan  of  taxaiion  in  which  we  would 
b«  willing  to  acquiesce,  in  a  spirit  of  mutual  concession,  pn>- 
Tlded  wa  are  msc  tn  due  time,  and  in  a  becoming  spirit,  by  the' 
Btaia*  Inlereatad  in  the  protection  ofmanuiacturea. 

"  Wa  bielleve  thai,  upon  every  just  and  equitable  principle  of 
taxation,  the  whole  list  of  protected  arilc'esHhoald  be  imported 
fn«  of  doty,  and  that  the  revenue  derived  from  lighter  imports 
•hauld  be  raised  exclusively  Torn  the  uopruierted  aniclea;  or 
that,  whenever  a  duty  is  imposed  upon  protected  artlcUa  im- 
ported, an  excise  duty  of  the  same  rate  should  be  imposed  upon 
all  similar  articles  manufactured  in  the  United  States.  This 
would  be  aa  near  an  approach  ■  tn  perfect  equality  as  could  pos- 
sibly tw  made  tn  a  system  of  indirect  taxation,  fiut  we  are 
willing  lo  make  a  large  oflerlng  to  preserve,  the  Union,  and 
with  a  distioa  declaration  that  it  is  a  concession  on  our  pari, 
we  wilt  consent  tliat  the  same  rate  of  duty  may  be  impoeeti  up- 
on the  protected  articles,  provided  that  no  more  revenue  be 
nieed  than  la  necessary  to  meet  tha  demands  of  the  Government 
jTur  constitutional  purposes;  and  provided  that  a  duty  subetan- 
,  tially  uniform  tw  imposed  upon  all  foreign  imports  " 

This  point,  however,  was  not  jirlded  to  us,  and 
there  was  a  lorg  list  of  articles  free  of  daiy.  Hbw 
was  this  done?  At  the  instance  of  the  anti-tariff 
partjl  No.  Bot  in  spile  of  their  earnest  and  con- 
tinued remonstrance.  The  Ii;t  was  made  out  by  a 
tariff  man,  and  with  a  special  view  to  the  benefit  of 
the  tariff  interest.  Mr.  Clay,  in  the  ~same  article 
to  which  I  have  referred,  gives  the  following  au- 
conttadieied  account  of  ihis  matter: 

■^an  beyond  ihat  period  is  the  prorisioa  fbr  cash  dntlea, 
kpolS  val«atiuna,a  long  and  liberal  lisiof  free  aniclea,  careful- 
ly made  out  by  my  friend  from  Rhode  Island.  [Mr.  KuioBT,] 
apresely  lur  the  benefit  ol  the  manu£icturers." 

A  second  meeting  ot  tbe  Cunveauoo  was  called 
to  consider  ttte  compromise  act.  Its  leading  pro- 
Tfsiotts  arc  discnssed  in  the  report  of  that  brdy;  and 
one  of  theleadipg,  indeed  the  most  prominent  ob- 
jeet'on  presenied  in  that  repnrt  to  the  act  of  March, 
1833,  was,  that  certain  anicles  were  admitted  duly 
free.     Hear  what  is  said  upon  ihat  point; 

"Ms  thia  a«pe«t  of  the  qneetlon  whirh  haa  reconciled  ns  to 
tlieprovlsionrofthanaw  bill,  (certainly  not  free  from  objec- 
lioaa.)  which  provide  (ot  the  introduction  of  wines,  silka, 
woiaieda,  and  a  nnmbcr  of  other  articles,  free  of  doty." 

It  wa»-  tibjeeiionabe,  grea>ly  objeciionable;  bot, 
lo  cnsideraiion  of  oihercompi-ns<iinz  btnefiis,  ihe 
Conveniion  wa8"reconcil''d"tiiit.  ltdidn>'tapproire 
but  was  reMineilt'd.  Now,  sir,  how  stanrls  ihis 
whole  raaiirti  The  prociple  that  luiuricj  would 
k<  taxed,  ai  li-ast  equally  wiilt  nrtrevaaries,  no  one 
«rer  lias  or  can  conticvert.  In  addition  to  which, 
U  is  the  principle  fur  which  we  of  the  antt* 
taiW  ^ty  have  in  all  time  eoatended,  as  net  only 


jniit  on  ihe  wpil-seuled  atd  admitted  piineiples  of 
political  eronomv,  bot  a.s  the  only  prinrip'e  which 
IS  Dot  gro.<»ly  unjust  and  unequal  in  its  operations. 
The  combined  inflaence  of  eiperience  and  argu- 
ment has  convinced  onr  opponenit.  They  say  lo 
us,  Qentlemen,  you  are  right  in  ttiis  matter,  and,  as 
we  need  more  tnoney,  let  as  not  dittnrb  ihe  com- 
promise, but  let  us  tax  ibote  luxuries  which  none 
of  us  manufactnre.and  all  of  us  lue.  And  we  refuse 
to  do  it.  To  what  end-have  we  labored  to  enforce 
oor  arguments?  Was  it  to  convince  onr  opponents, 
and  to  obtain  ibe  praciical  lesolis  of  a  corresponding 
change  in  the  system  of  imposisl  or  merely  f  r 
the  dialectic  triumph — not  only  to  (how  that  we 
could  lake  any  side  of  the  argument  and  maintain 
i— that  we  would  not  then  lay  taxes  on  tbe  protect- 
ed article!<,  nor  allow  the  duiies  to  be  taken  off 
other  articles)  Now,  it  is  propowd,  not  to  increase 
the  duties  on  the  protected  articles,  but  to  rotore 
the  duties  on  luxuries,  which  we  pr«ie»ied  sireon- 
ously  against  being  laben  off.  And  we  again  ob- 
ject to  tbe  duties  being  laid  on.  May  it  not  well 
be  a-^ked  what  will  satisfy  o»'?  Is  not  such  a  course 
like  that  of  a  ponting  child,  who  refuses  to  have 
his  biscuit  buitered  on  one  side  or  on  the  oihci?  I 
broadly  assert  that  there  is  no  one  principle  which 
has  been  so  consiantly  asserted  by  the  asli-tariff 
party  as  this  of  laxing  luxuries  and  other  articles 
now  free  of  duty.  Suppose  that  we  had  no  reve- 
nue at  all,  and  it  «as  proposed  lo  lay  duties  on 
wines  and  silks;  would  any  anti-tariff  man  op- 
pose ill  No  one  would.  Although  we  have 
seme  revenoe,  we  have  not  enough ;  and  as 
10  the  deficiency,  it  is  precisely  tbe  same;  not  a 
shade  of  diffeience. 

This  brin^  me  to  the  last  proposition  which  I 
have  asserted — ihat,  if  I  was  free  from  all  obliga- 
tion upoa  the  subject,  I  should,  without  one  mo- 
ment's hesitation,  adopt  the  principle  of  taxing 
luxuries.  Tbe  two  g'eaiest  points  of  consideration 
in  all  questions  of  taxation  are,  that  the  lax  snonid 
be  as  little  as  possible  bordenrooie,  and  that  it 
Khould  be  willingly  paid.  Both  these  are  attained 
by  a  tax  on  such  articles  as  tvines  and  silks,  in  an 
eminent  degree.  The  lax  is  paid  by  the  wealthy, 
and  those  who  do  not  feel  in  tbe  slightest  degree 
the  increased  pries  from  the  duty,  atid  it  is  paid 
Mllincly.  No  one  pays  it  who  dors  not  choee  to 
do  it.  Not  so  with  such  articles  as  now  br  ar  tbe  whole 
hardens  of  the  revenue.  They  are  articles  of  prime 
necesriiy,  such  as  salt  and  iron,  which  the  less  opu-< 
lent  are  obliged  to  have,  and  cannot  choose  whe- 
ther they  will  pay  the  tax  or  not. 

1  will  not  weary  the  committee  by  the  discussion 
of  a  proposition  which  no  one  has  as  yet  ques- 
tioned— the  peculiar  justice  of  a  tax  on  luxuries. 
Tbe  principle,  as  nniverially  admitted,  goes  farther 
than  is  necessary  to  this  argument.  It  goes  to 
laxing  luxuries  and  exempting  necessaries.  Bot 
all  that  is  now  contended  for  is,  that  tbey  should 
bear  fome  tax,  although  not  even  as  high  a  rate  as 
necessaries.  This  beins;  a  principle  universally 
conceded,  and  specially  insisted  on  by  the  Sooth,  1 
wou  d  not  oppo.'e  it  even  if  ils  sectional  bearings 
and  tendencies*  were  disadvamageous.  I  will  not, 
eiiher  from  principle  or  policy,  act  from  the  dieiates 
of  thatterrapin  patriotism  which  draws  itself  within 
its  own  shell.  In  a  matter  where  a  just  discrimi- 
nation may  be  made,  I  shall,  of  course,  prefer  ay 
own  section.  But  1  will  not  violale  the  well-esta- 
blished principles  of  poliiical  economy  and  of  mani- 
fest justice  lo  benefit  myself  or  my  own  peculiar 
people;  and,  sir,  let  me  say  to  Sauthern  men  thai, 
if  ihey  are  restrained  by  no  other  considerations,  is 
it  wi;e  to  adopt  such  a  conrstY  We  are,  and  al- 
ways will  be,  Ibe  weaker  inierest.  If  we  act  npun 
principles  thus  exclusive,  what  are  we  to  expect 
from  others?  If  we  adopt  Isbmael  as  our  model, 
and  set  our  faces  against  all  men,  may  we  not  ex^ 
pect  that  all  men  will  set  their  faces  against  ut7 
If  we  thus  act,  with  what  grace  shall  we  hereafter 
read  lectures  lo  our  Northern  brethren  about  honor, 
justice,  pa'riotii'm?  Bui,  i-ir,  ifrenlemen  will  lis- 
ten l<>  no  areumeots  on  ihis  subject  bot  ihn^e  of  an 
exc'usive  character,  lorgeiiing  ihat  we  owe  duti's 
to  the  Conftderacy  as  well  as  lo  our  partealartieo 
lions,.!  submit  to  them  that  no  principle  of  taxation 
can  be  as  fair  and  as  just  to  the  South  a«  this  is. 
One  reaton  for  this  is  enough— duiiea  mvM  be  hud 


on  komcthmg.  Toese  anicles  (Miks  aad  wima) 
are  not  manufaeinred  in  this  country,  and  iheie- 
fore  no  class  or  section  ia  benefited  by  tfce  inereaae 
of  price.  They  are  eonfomtd  equally  in  the 
different  sections,  and  iherefoie  the  doty  is  paid 
equally.  Is  there  any  other  better  aonrce  of  lefc- 
nuel  The  only  other  ihat  can  be  soggested  is  aa 
increased  dniy  on  the  protected  articles — oa  (be 
articles  manufaeiured  here.  Does  any  anii-taitff 
man  prefer  ibai?  If  he  does,  let  bin  dare  to  aay 
so.  Bat,  sir,  I  submit  that  an  inerrase  of  daties 
on  the  protected  articles  woakl  not  inereaae  Rve- 
nue.  It  is  not  every  increase  of  llie  rate  of  duty 
which  increases  revenue.  On  the  contrary,  wriiais 
of  Ihe  highest  anthotity  maintain  that  any  doty 
beyond  twenty  p«r  cent,  diminishes  reveaae. 
The  manuractorcrs  well  koew  this;  we  of  tha  aati- 
tariff  school  always  told  them  so;  and  that  the  pre- 
srut  rate  of  duties  was  better  for  thea  ifeaa 
any  higher  rate.  Experience,  that  great  leaditr, 
has  proven  lo  them  what  our  aignaieat*  faiM  to 
do,  and  this  accounts  for  the  fact  that  the  geotl»- 
men  from  New  York  and  Maine  [Mr.  Baasuao 
and  Mr.  Bvans,  tariff  men,]  and  myaelf  are  foaad 
togeiher  on  this  subject.  How  we  eoiae  Irgelhcr 
is  no  lockout  of  mine.  I  stand  «bei»  I  aiways 
did.  They  hare  eome  to  me.  Why  have  ihcy 
done  so?  Because  it  is  stipulated  in  the  eoBpro- 
mise  so— so  stipulated  at  the  instaaee  of  iIm  SobiIi; 
that  a  deficit  of  revenue  shall  be  supplied  by  dalits 
on  the  nnproiecied  aniciF;  and  becaase  ther  haae 
found,  as  we  have  always  asiened,  that  the  pi»- 
sent  rate  of  daiies  was  protection  enon^.  TVa 
only  object  of  protecting  daiies,  as  the  term  iaplas, 
is  to  keep  out  foreign  eompetiiion.  Tbe  piisinl 
duties  accomplish  that;  additional  duties  would  4o 
DO  more;  whilst  a  domestic  competition  woaM  be 
thus  encournged.  The  mannfaeinrers,  liwRfiMC, 
cannot  possibly  gain  by  it,  bot  mast  lose. 

I  have  beard  one,  and  only  one,  objection  mmkt 
to  this  proposition,  and  that  is,  that,  as  Boathen 
staples,  nee,  cotton,  and  tobaeeo,  are  received  ia 
eicbangc  for  French  »ilks  and  winea,  anjr  inei««e 
of  duty  will  greatly  diminish  ihe  eoasnaipiMe  of 
tboce  articles,  and  destroy  ihe  abitiiy  of  France  to 
purchase  our  conimodilies.  This,  sir,  is  a  geaoiaa 
bumbjg  from  tbe  original  Misfouri  ninl.  I  ba*e 
seen  another  humbng  from  the  saoie  qaaxtcf,  pet- 
vading  the  country  aad  my  own  State,  wi^  Ihe 
exception  of  my  own  dbtric',  and  adopted  aad 
cherithed  until  K  bseame  supeistiiioiH  <anatirii»— 
a  thing  not  to  be  met  with  argument,  as  no  sapv- 
stition  is.  I  believe  it  is  a  law  of  all  saperstttioos 
that  the  more  absurd  it  is,  the  more  fanatical  aia 
are  its  devotees.  I  cannot  say  that  this,  tbe  laMt 
humbug,  will  not  have  an  equal  ran — tmt  a  baa- 
hug  it  is.  Will  any  gentleman  inrorm  ne  what 
article  of  foreicn  production  we  can  lax  which  is 
not  liab'e  lo  this  same  objection,  iliat  it  is  paid  At 
with  'Souihern  staples?  All  oor  commerce  ncady 
is  carried  on  with  those  staples;  wines,  and  saihs, 
not  a  whit  mors  than  salt,  sugar,  rice,  or  any  oiliet 
article.  Those  staples  may  be  ^ald  to  be  the  eor- 
rency  of  foreian  commerce — ihe  mediom  of  a/i  ils 
exchanges.  Unless  some  answer  can  be  givea  to 
this,  there  is  an  end  of  the  argomrat.  Yo«  «>«tt 
forbear  to  lay  any  impost  duty  at  all,  and  reson  to 
alchymy  and  direct  taxation.  But  I  go  fwnhcr. 
As  to  any  other  article,  it  may  not  only  be  said 
with  equal  truth  thai  it  is  paid  for  with  SofiAeta 
staples,  but  as  to  those  articles  the  effect  is  ■■co« 
pensaied;  but  as  lo  silk,  the-  inciileotal  eompcosa- 
tlon,  if  not  complete,  is  nearly  so:  certainly  greater 
than  on  any  oiber  article.  If  silk  dresses  an  not 
worn,  cotton  fabrics  will  be  subsiiated,  and  eenea 
muslins  cott  nearly  as  much,  and  are  oiK-foatth 
as  durable,  so  that,  for  any  silk  fabric  uceia<tc4, 
an  equivalent  will  be  supplied  in  oihtrsof  cotma, 
our  own  particular  iitap:e.  Thus,  I  repeat,  shall 
we  incidentally  be  compensated  more  on  this  ihaa 
on  any  other  article.  But  I  deny  thai  the  daly  oa 
silks  and  wines  will  materially  diminisfa  eonsnaip- 
tion.  They  are  article!  of  vanity  and  pride,  not  of 
necessity.  They  are  used  by  the  wealthy,  a*A  the 
pric«  which  they  bear  is  ofttn  tbe  iatlueemtnt  lo 
meir  pnichast— not  an  objection — the  real  aalaf 
act  Ibe  eriteriott  of  value.  To  «haicv«r  eimr, 
hawever,  tbe  consumption  of  these  a^ide^  in- 
duced, tbe  «<j  fludicotH*  of  <iommerp«  wili  rafpij 
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their  places  b;  some  o'her  ailicle;  Fiench  ma»lin«, 
for  example.  I  will  cow  pretent  ooe  other  view 
of  ibi^  mailer,  vhich  does  seem  to  me  to  close  the 
aigameai.  The  jei'.on  oo  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion fi  r  1839,  (hows  that  our  impoitaiinns  from 
France  exceeded  onr  eipori^  to  ibat  coaniry  be- 
tween foarieeo  and  fifieen  millions.  Now,  forbid 
by  law  ibe  landiDgof  ooe  yard  of  Fiench  riik  on 
oar  ^horr!<,  and  we  still  lake  m"re  from  Prance 
than  she  dues  from  lu.  Does  any  sane  man  think 
that  a.daiy  of  fire  or  six,  or  even  twenty  per  emu 
on  silks  and  wines,  would  diininisb  ibc  aggre  ate 
imponaiioas  ooe-tentb?  What,  then,  goes  uiib  Ibe 
•rcument  that  the  iirpoMiion  of  ibe}e  dalles  would 
disable  France  from  parcbasinf;  oar  commoditie»1 
I  go  lai  her.  In  the  piesentcood  tion  ol  commerce 
and  ezchaoses,  a  diminpiion  of  impoitaiions  ir<'m 
France,  insiead  of  an  injaiy,  would  be  a  benrfii. 
Of  Ibe  while  balance  nf  trade  against  us  in  1839, 
more  iban  one-bilt  was  from  excessive  impona- 
tions  ol  worthless  French  trnmperv.  Ooe-Mxib  of 
all  oof  importations  were  in  1839  from  France, 
whittt  (he  received  from  as  less  than  one>t'nib  of 
oar  exports.  These  facts  mn^i  have  been  un- 
known to  ibe  author, and  lo  thosa  who  hive  adopt- 
ed this  ha  nbug,  or  they  sorely  wonid  not  have 
venturtd  npon  iu  1  have  heard  it  gravely  asserted 
that  our  cottons  are  admited  into  France  with  a 
nominal  doty.  Now,  .^ir,  tlie  fact  is  that  this  no- 
minal do'y  is  11  francs  on  50  kilogrammes,  about 
113  pounds,  which,  with  asmall  aiiditioaal  daiy,  is 
a  liiile  more  than  two  centsa  pono't,  which  is  aboat 
85  per  cent,  and,  what  is  worse,  this  is  a  discrimi- 
Dating  duty  against  American  cotton.  Egyptian 
and  Honlh  Ameriran  cotton,  which  is  thirty  per 
cent,  more  valuable,  paying  only  8  francs  the  50 
kilogrammes,  a  difference  of  2U  per  ceaL  f peeifi- 
eally,  ad  valorem  at  least  thirty  per  cent,  and  yet 
we  are  told,  wiih  all  possible  confidence,  that  the 
daty  is  merely  nominal.  There  is  a  class  of  men 
whose  sanguine  temper  always  leads  them  to  look 
at  facts  not  ai  they  are,  but  as  they  wi>b  them  lo 
be — men,  like  the  French  theorist,  who  was  told 
that  ihe  facts  did  not  support  bis  theory:  "So  mncb 
the  worfe,  said  he,  for  the  facts."  Others,  sir,  may 
follow  these  unsteady  and  delusive  lights  ofapHort 
theorief ;  for  myself  I  prefer  the  less  brilliant,  though 
more  safe  guides  of  facts  and  experience. 

So  again  of  articles  of  linen — and  silks  and 
liiMns  are  two  of  the  largest  of  oor  imports.  If 
linen  goods  are,  to  any  extent,  excluded,  cotton  sup- 
plies Ibe  only  imaginable  substitute,  and  we  should 
bos  be  compeasaied  by  the  increased  consamption 
of  cotton.  Yes,  alibough  I  do  not  doubt  this  re- 
rait,  I  would  not  vote  for  a  prohibitory  or  even  a 
[iroiectiTe  doty  on  lioens,  because  I  believe  such  a 
rote  would  be  in  violation  of  the  Cunstiiution;  and 
I  wonid  not,  as  a  Southern  man,  be  induced  by  a 
>resent  benefit  to  recognise  the  protective  priocipla 
Lt  the  certain  co«t  hereafter  of  greater  sacrifices 
Vom  ita  general  operation; nor  wnold  I  it^an  Amc- 
ioan  statesman  look  to  the  special  benefit  of  one 
lection,  although  that  section  was  my  own,  in  vio- 
aiion  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  ail  other  portions 
if  the  cvontry.  Sneh  a  coarse  of  selfish  and  (ce- 
ional  legl^lalion  I  have  too  long  denounced  in 
>iher8  to  parsoe  it  myself.  I  would  not  lay  a  b-gh 
luty  on  silks  and  winet — ^nor  would  I  tax  them 
Oone — but  all  similar  articles  of  luxury.  A  duly 
>f  five  per  cent,  on  a  j  idicionsly  selected  list  of 
Vee  articles  would  be  all-sufficient  to  supply  the 
»uhlie  wants.  Thns  far  1  am  willing  now  to  go; 
ind  I  see  tha  most  poweifol  leasons  lor  legislating 
in  the  subject  now.  If  it  is  not  done  at  this  ses- 
ioD,  it  cannot  be  done  before  the  nliimate  rednc- 
ion  in  1842;  and  time  should  he  given  to  the  mer- 
saniile  community  to  adjust  their  bosinera  to  any 
norease  of  dnties.  It  onght  lo  have  been  done  at 
ha  la&t  Fcsaion,  and  I  have  no  doubt  would  have 
i-tn  pressed  upon  the  con»idi-raiion  of  Congress, 
mt  fur  reasons  at  a  political  character. 

I  think  I  have  shown,  as  I  promi<«d  to  do,  that 
here  is  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue;  that  it  is  pro- 
riilrd  in  the  compiomie  that  nny  such  dt-fisienoy 
h'<li  be  supplied  by  rnch  duties  as  are  now  pro- 
tosed  on  aiiicles  paying  lese  iban  twenty  per  oeni ; 
nat  Ihid  compromise  is  of  binding  obligation;  that 
be  taking  off  dniies  from  loxoiies  was  opposed  bv 
lie  anti-tariff  party,  and  i{ie  provision  to  Kupply 


any  futore  dt ficieTcy,  a% it  is  now  proposed  to  lup- 
[Aj  it,  was  inserted  in  ibe  Ciimprcmt^e  act  ai  the 
instance  of  that  party;  and,  lavily,  that  if  the  ques- 
tion were  a  new  and  an  open  one,  a  lax  on  luxuries 
is,  on  every  principal  of  political  econ<'my,  and  oo 
every  consideia'ion  of  sectional  equality,  the  fair, 
est  tax.  I  do  not  doubt  that  I  shall  be  assailed  and 
misrepresented  for  my  cour>e  on  this  sabjeci  b/ 
thkse  who  are  not  vety  scrupol  )U8  in  ibat  way;  but 
I  have  no  sort  ofapprcheni-iiinson  that  tcoie.  I 
repreteat  a  constituency  who  are  not  to  be  iofla- 
enced  by  falsfhoiid  or  mi'reprrt^entaiion,  rr  I 
should  not  now  be  h«re.  I  owe  them  much  too 
deep  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  sacrifice  their  ioierests 
rather  than  encounter  th^  ti  k  of  being  mlt-repre- 
tenied.  I  kn  iw  that  it  is  a  maxim  with  some  poll- 
ticiaas  never  to  do  any  thing  which  requires  an  ex- 
planation. The  role  of  a  virtuous  politician  rhoutd 
be  to  <{«  rifkt,  disregiid:og  consequences.  If  I  do 
right,  and  have  to  t-zplain  it  to  a  virtuous  and  en- 
lightened con^.titoencir,  I  do  not  doubt  that  I  can 
do  it.  If  1  koowiogly  do  wrong,  I  never  can  ex- 
plain it  to  my  owo  conscience. 


SPEECH    OF  MR.  DAVIS, 

OF  KENTUCKY, 

In  (Ac  Bb«M  <if  Rtpnunmivtt,  January  97, 184 1 On 

the  Treasury  Note  B^l: 

Mr.  Cdaibman:  Neither  the  head  of  the  Trea- 
sury, nnr  the  honorable  chairman  who  has  reported 
Ibe  bill  xtndet  consideration,  proprses  cr  coo»ideis 
it  to  be  a  measure  lo  increase  the  meaos  applicable 
to  the  service  of  the  year.  Both  the  comumnica- 
tions  from  the  Department  that  relate  to  it,  and  ihe 
arKument  of  the  member,  assume  the  position  that 
the  other  and  ordinary  resources  of  the  Tieasory 
will  be  sufficient  to  meet  ihe  whole  estimate  of  de- 
mands upon  it  for  the  aggregate  of  the  year;  but 
that  Ibe  receipts  and  expenditures  will  prugrei^s 
unequally,  and  thise  five  millioos  of  Treasury 
notes  are  only  intended  to  ba  available  fur  a  i>hort 
time,  in  settling  balances  against  the  receipts  for 
the  first  months.  They  state,  as  facts,  that  the  pro- 
duce of  the  Treasury  will,  at  the  clote  of  the  year, 
be  sufficient  to  meet  the  estimates  of  its  whole  ser- 
vice, including  the  redemption  of  these  Treaaory 
notes;  and  will,  besides  leave  an  unexpended 
balance  of  |334,373.  I  was  gratified  that  these 
fiscal  officers  propesed  an  adequate  provision, 
without  making  any  charge  upon  the  ensuing 
year,  but  this  feeling  has  been  dashed  by  the 
strongest  conviction,  after  investigation,  that  their 
promises  as  to  both  points  are  illusory  and  de- 
ceptive. It  was  the  doty  of  the  Eliecuiive  to  sag- 
gest  and  request  sufficient  means  forth*  adminis- 
trative operations  of  the  Qovernment;  and,  if  the 
resources  by  which  they  were  to  be  supplied  are 
inadequate,  to  tttk  Congress  to  provide  oibeta  that 
woold  make  good  the  deficiency.  Now,  I  stale 
that  neither  the  pnblic  service  is  adequately  pro- 
vided for  in  the  estimates  and  specifieaiiona  of  the 
Departoteni,  nor  will  the  resources  of  revenue 
relied  upon  by  the  President  produce  the  sum 
which  ha  and  bia  adviieta  inform  as  to  be  n«- 
c(8«ary. 

The  Administration  that  is  abont  going  ont  of 
power  has  the  majjriiy  in  both  House*  of  Con- 
gress, and  upon  it  devolvi^s  the  busioe»s  of  making 
a  SBltable  provision  for  an  adversary  that  has  aup- 
planted  it,  to  execaie  this  great  governoien'al  tiosi 
until  Ihe  close  of  the  year.  Do  not  painotiam, 
justice,  and  honor  require  thai  the  supply  ihoold  be 
ample  to  enable  General  Harriscn  lo  discharge 
promptly  and  conveniently  ev«ry  duty  devolving 
upon  the  Executive,  and  to  preserve  untarnished 
the  public  faith  and  the  public  honor}  I  then  ap- 
peal to  the  honorable  chairman  cf  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  if  the  gf-nrral  average  sur- 
plus in  tha  Tr-  asnry  cf  |SS4  273,  which  they  pro- 
pose to  ceaie,  is  a  sufficient  goaraoiy  against 
possible  failoresofsnpply,  and  against  large,  un- 
fore~een,  and  irregular  demands  upon  it7  I>  power 
were  to  ouniioue  in  their  hands,  wuuld  thry  ih<ok 
it  prudent  to  risk  (o  tmill  a  rednndance  of  fflean^7 
The  chairman  tells  us  that  the  Sectetary  u  bigh 
authority,  and  is  entitled  to  oor  faun  und  eonfidcace- 
let  US  hear  htm  for  a  moment  upon  this  point.  *  ' 
his  commanication  to  the  hoaorahle  chi>'       *'^ 


da'ed  29<h  Decmber,  in  which  be  asks  the  aid  of 
this  very  measure,  he  u;e.<  this  language:  "The 
amount  of  means  might  judiciou.sly  extend  to  tha 
five  or  six  millions  which  have  been  usually  ktpt 
on  hand  in  former  years,  as  a  balance  to  cover  all 
contingenciis  and  fluctuations."  If  to  this  it  be 
replied  that  such  a  surplus  is  greater  than  is 
tolerated  by  "iha  policy  of  C<tngres«,"  I  would 
answer  that  it  was  usual,  and  was  deemed  both 
prudent  and  safe  in  our  better  days,  and  when  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Oovemment  were 
miliums  less  than  they  are  now,  or  are  ever  again 
likely  to  be.  Nor  was  ibe  surplus  ever  intended 
to  be  nduc-d  below  that  miaimum,  by  the  aetile4 
poltry  of  Congress:  it  was  the  retrenching  processes 
of  this  proiligal  Administration,  in  its  reckless  and 
irresponsible  vatefulness,  in  iis  whole-ale  pinudtr 
of  the  public  Treasury,  that  exbansled  it  anil 
brought  down  the  surplus.  But  if  genilemen  per- 
si(t  in  maintaining  ibat  surplus  lo  be  too  lajrga, 
hear  the.  Secretary  again,  for  another  moment,  in 
terms  preci.'e  and  emphatic:  "One  mour,  then,  o^ 
obviating  any  difficulty  from  that  eircomstancd 
will  be  to  reduce  the  aggrrgate  of  new  appropria- 
tions, by  postponing  some  and  lessening  others,  so 
that  the  means  probably  available  will  ba  sufficient 
to  meet  all  calls  upun  the  Treasury,  and  leave  in 
it  an  average  balance  of  about  two  millions."  "It 
is  believed,  for  reasons  ennmera'ed  bereafler,  that 
such  a  redaction  is  posMblt,  without  essential  in- 
jury to  any  usefnl  object;  and  that  this  balance  i$ 
the  smallest  which  is  adequate  lo  secure  prompti« 
tude  and  good  faith  in  public  payments  so  beavj 
in  amount  as  ours,  so  unexpected  at  times  in  this 
demands  for  them,  and  so  dispersed  over  a  wide 
territory."  Previous  to  the  last  three  or  four  years, 
thesurplus  was  rarely  ever  below  five  millioos  of 
dollars;  within  that  period,  profligacy  has  kept  it 
ranging  between  ooe  and  a  half  and  two  millions. 
Is  not  the  honorable  chairman  convinced,  by  tha 
force  ef  the  aulhLriiy  which  he  commends  lo  us, 
and  by  his  own  enlightened  consideration  of  the 
subject,  that  the  proposed  surplus  will  be  too  amallt 
Tuen  let  him  come  forth  like  a  magnanimous  appo* 
nent  am}  a  jast  and  true  patriot,  and  propose  sncb 
additional  means  as  will  secure  a  proper  one— 
which  cannot  be  less  than  $2,000,000. 

But  ihere  are  other  claims  upon  the  Treasury  of 
a  large  amount,  known  to  the  Secretaiy  when  h« 
made  up  his  estimates,  and  not  included  in  them, 
and  to  meet  which,  neither  he  nor  the  honorable 
chairman  propos:s  ttay  supplies  whatever.  Is  this 
omission  canned  for  th;  purpose  of  exbibiiiog  to 
ibecouniry  a  seeming  and  deceptive  economy  in 
expendiiuret  Did  the  Secretary  intend  to  conceal 
those  heavy  demands,  and  throw  them  npon  tba 
next  Administraiion,  without  furnishing  any 
means  to  discbaige  them;  cr  was  ihe  Administra- 
tion too  pnsillanimotu  to  meet  the  texponsibilitv  of 
atking  Congress  to  supply  the  ways!  On  the  nth 
of  December,  the  Secretary  of  War  forwarded  l« 
ibe  honorable  chairman  his  "estimates  of  appropri- 
ations for  the  Florida  war,"  amounting  lo  f^i^if 
579  75.  Why  this  unusal  proceedio|s}  It  w  tlie 
duty  of  the  head  of  the  Treasury  to  famish  Con* 
gr*ss  with  estimates  for  every  branch  oftbepublia 
service,  and  soch  has  beea  the  uniforn  practice. 
Hia  Mr.  Secretary  Woodbury  abandoned  the 
Florida  irar,  and  left  the  head  ot  the  military  der 
psriment  "a'one  in  bis  glory"  in  its  management! 
Well,  Mr.  Poinsett  wants  supplies  for  this  war, 
for  wliichhecannoigat  Mr.  Woodbury's  sanction, 
and  he  declines  lo  approach  this  House  ihrough  its 
otficiKl  oigan,  It' e  Speaker,  but  sends  his  estimates 
and  his  orgeot  request  to  the  chairman  in  the  com- 
mittee room  for  thosq  snpplies.  Heie  is  a|l 
anomaly,  and  a  gro^  aboss  which  spinng  np 
under  the  late  Admiotstration,  and  which  has  been 
fiequenily  praciiaed  by  the  present  one,  that  I  hope, 
en>  long,  to  see  reactied  by  the  baiid  of  reform. 
The  Secreury  of  the  Tre-^ry,  in  conformity  to 
all  usage,  sends  to  C. egress  his  estimates  of  ap- 
propriations neces'^ry  for  theanrient  year.  The«« 
accompany  i>^  President'*  m'scage,  are  printed 
with  it,  a';_;,  gp,,,^  ^ef.■re  the  contiy  Afteiwarda, 
tl«eP^^jg,^,ji'„P^,, me  other  iremberof  the  A.dmi- 
aistraiion,  sends  addiilanal  estimates  and  reqna»ts 
fbr  B'tiions  to  the  chairmen  of  the  cojnmittea/, 
which  are  reported  and  voted  by  Oongresa.    The 
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appropriaiioDS  exceed  ibs  pablished  estimai&'i, 
but  these  private,  lolormal  ones  induce  the  addi- 
tional supply,  and  thas  the  whole  responiibility  of 
it  IS  thrown  upon  Congregs,  wtea  th«  larger  (bare 
ought  to  rest  upon  ibe  Ex^cative.  I  hare  no 
doabt  that  this  deceptive,  Mraliby  mode  of  obtain- 
ing appropriations  has  been  often  adopted  lo  heave 
the  respoasibiliiy  from  the  shoulders  of  the  Presi- 
dent. Besides,  such  comtnunications  evading  this 
House  Ibrongh  the  luedianx  of  the  Speaker,  and 
seeking  the  chairman  of  the  Commities  cfWays 
and  Means  directly,  sf em  to  claim  a  confidential, 
femi-officiat  ielatioD»bip  between  him  and  the 
Executive  branch  of  tbe  Goveroment,  aga'nst 
which  I  make  my  :<olemD  protest.  He  is  not,  nor 
ii  the  chairman  of  any  of  thecommllteeioftbis 
Home,  an  Executive  Innctionary  or  agent.  All: 
are  the  organs  of  this  HonrB,  belong  absolutely 
and  exclusively  to  it,  and  art  subject  wholly  to  its 
expressed  will;  and  any  formal  and  official  com- 
maoleatioDS  between  the  Executive  Department 
ind  these  chairmen  are  innovationary  and  impro- 
per. Infonnilion  officially  communicated,  and 
designed  to  inflaence  our  action,  ought  lo  reach 
ns  through  the  Speaker.  I  trust,  whenever  Qeneral 
Harrison'^  administration  may  desire  money  to  be 
voted  for  any  purpose  of  Government,  that  a 
frank,  honest,  old-fashioned  communication,  ex- 
pressing precisely  its  object,  will  be  addre'snd  to 
ihe  Speaker  of  tbe  House  of  Representatives,  so 
that  the  nation  may  know  and  iinderstand  it.  But 
Ais  estimate  of  appri'prialions  far  the  Florida  war 
is  to  pay  and  supply  iriiops  that  have  been  already 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  by 
the  President  for  terms  of  three  months.  The 
Secretary  of  War  informs  us  that  one  of  ibeir  terms 
has  expired,  and  that  ibry  have  been,  some  time 
since,  enrolled  for  another;  and  he  proposes  to 
eoUige  their  number  from  1,5CU  lo  2,000.  From 
bis  statemen',  more  than  a  million  of  ibis  money 
must  now  be  due,  and  by  the  termination  of  this 
Admiikistration  half  as  much  more  most  become 
payable. 

Is  it  not,  then,  a  bold  and  reckless  disregurd  of 
duty  for  the  Secretary  to  neglrci,  and  tbe  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  refuse,  to 
provide  any  supplies  lo  meet  these  Florida  esti- 
mates) It  is  true  that  these  expenditures  have 
grown  out  of  the  employment  of  what  the  head  of 
tbe  War  Department  calls  the  "<:edentary  militia;" 
and  thai,  by  the  terms  of  their  enrolment,  they  are 
not  10  be  embodied,  but  by  gfneral  order  are 
diiected  to  pursue  actively  their  ordinary  business, 
anl  have  expressly  klipulaied  ibit  ibey  arc,  under 
BO  circumstances,  to  be  marched  twenty  mtles  from 
their  residence.  This  force  has  been  created  by 
the  extraordinary  power  of  tb*  President,  and  his 
war  Secretary,  without  deigning  to  consult  Con- 
gress; but  becau-e  they  abused,  or  were  unequal  to 
their  official  discretion,  and  have  constituted  a  large 
corps  in  a  form  not  only  inefficient,  but  ladierons 
and  ridiculous,  still  the  cost  is  a  debt,  and  as 
such,  good  faith  and  Ihe  public  credit  require  it  lo 
be  met. 

But  there  will  be  still  oiher  large  claims  upon 
the  Treasury  above  and  witbont  the  estimates  of 
the  Secretary.  He  computes  that  the  sum  ne- 
cessary for  pensions  will  be  someihing  upwards  of 
half  a  million  of  dollars  less  than  was  n  quired  for 
the  pavt  year;  to  produce  which  result  the  poor 
pensioners  wonid  have  to  die  at  a  rite  exceeding 
25  per  cent.  But  tbe  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr. 
EvAiis]  has  shown  that  10  per  cent,  per  annum 
is  largely  above  their  diminmion  by  death;  so  that 
at  least  |950,000  more  should  be  supplied,  that  tbe 
plighted  faith  of  tbe  Government  to  these  recipients 
of  its  justice  and  bounty  may  be  preserved. 
Neither  has  the  Secretary  estimated  one  farthing 
to  satisfy  ihe  claims  of  tbe  States  against  the 
General  Government,  or  to  pay  private  olaim.^,  or 
to  cover  objects  which,  amidst  such  a  va.*t  vari<ty, 
might  escape  his  atleotion,  or  the  necessity  for 
which  might  arise  during  Che  session.  Maioe  has 
claims,  01  iginating  out  of  her  sa'litary  moveinents 
to  repel  British  atgretsion  upon  her  territory, 
amounting  to  between  iwe  Pud  three  hundred  thoa- 
san-l  dollars;  and  New  Hampshire  and  Georaia 
both  have  their  ela'ms.  A  bill  providing  for  tbe 
payment  of  tb06«  ol  New  .'Hampshire  has  passed 


the  Senate,  and  the  House  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  are  prepared  to  rrportunanimonsly  in  favor 
of  those  of  Maine.  Now  I  demand  to  know  of 
the  gentleman  representing  those  two  Stales,  how 
Ibey  can  urge  or  vote  for  the  payment  of  the  claims 
of  their  respective  States,  whil.t  they  stand  opposed 
to  raise  enough  of  supplies  to  meet  them,  and  to 
pay  for  the  other  neccs-^ary  public  Ecrvice?  It  is 
neiiher  just,  patriotic,  nor  decorous.  I  have  no( 
been  so  much  surprised  at  tbe  cold  neglect  with 
which  the  private  claimants  have  been  treated. 
During  tbe  last  session  all  their  demands,  just  or 
unjust,  wtre  systematically  and  peistveringly  op- 
posed by  Ibis  Administration  and  its  majority  in 
both  Houses  of  Congres-s  and  so  successfully  has 
this  hostility  been  followed  up,  that  I  do  not  be- 
lieve a  dozen  private  bills  will  have  passed  by  the 
4th  of  March.  Many  of  them  are  of  the  most  just 
and  meritorious  character;  and  some  of  the  indivi- 
duals to  whom  they  are  due  have  been  banging 
around  this  Hall  until  they  have  grown  old.  From 
year  to  year,  they  have  been  soslained  by  the 
consciousness  of  the  justice  of  their  demands,  and 
by  the  bright  and  glorious  but  receding  illusions  of 
an  American  Congress,  impressed  upon  iKem  by 
the  lessons  of  their  youth.  They  have  been 
taught  to  coanecl  it  with  the  loftiest  conceptions  of 
ability,  intelligence,  virtue,  justice,  decorum, 
dignity,  and  business  aptitudes.  But  they  have 
seea  it  gradually  tinking  into  degeneracy,  rent 
and  torn  by  contending  parties,  passively  register- 
ing Executive  edicts,  abandoning  its  constitutional 
and  appropriate  duties,  and  giving  itself  up  wholly 
to  cabals  to  control  a  Presidential  eleclioB,  tram- 
pling upon  tbe  Constiiuiii  n,  disregarding  the  pub- 
lic good,  and  contemning  tbe  claims  of  private 
jns'tice.  When  these  individuals  have  seen  oar 
debates  running  into  interminable  vagaries  on 
every  subject  but  the  one  b«fore  the  Houw,  and 
Ihe  days  allotted  by  onr  rules  to  an  adjndication  ef 
their  rights  filched  from  them  by  an  unscrupulous 
and  tyrannical  majotity,  and  that  time  and  money 
which  justly  belongs  to  them  given  up  lo  faction 
and  profl'gacy,  who  eoold  be  surprised  that  they 
should  uiter  against  us  curses  deep  and  bitter; 
that,  smarting  under  a  sense  of  slight  and  wrong, 
they  should  invoke  some  Cromwell  to  drive  us 
from  the  leats  we  dishonor? 

I  submit  it  to  tbe  intelligence  and  candor  of  the 
honorable  chairman  whether  for  the  appropriations 
to  cover  thc^e  claims  of  the  States,  the  demands 
of  individuals  that  ought  reasonably  to  be  pressed, 
and  subjects  that  may  have  escaped  Ibe  aticnlion 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  that  may  be 
pru/ided  for  by  the  independent  action  of  Congress, 
tbe  sum  of  one  million  of  dollars  would  be  too 
large?  Why,  sir,  if  there  should  be  an  ordinary 
degree  of  vigilance  and  fidelity  in  superintending 
the  pnblic  service,  that  amount  would  be  greatly 
insufficient.  In  1838  the  expenditures  exceeded 
the  eniimates  mere  than  four  millions  of  dollars;  in 
1839  this  excess  was  ^1,360,578;  and  in  1840  it 
was  $2  723,349;  and  in  each  year  th«  excets  was 
composed  principally  of  items  that  had  been 
omitted  by  the  Secretary  in  his  estimates.  These 
facts,  with  a  great  many  others,  prove  how  prone 
to  error  is  ihe  head  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  admonish  my  honorable  friend  to  abate  some- 
thing of  ihe  high  confidence  which  he  is  disposed 
10  give  to  bis  estimaies  for  the  present  year.  Bat 
conceding  for  the  present  that  they  are  accurate  so 
far  as  they  go^and  still  it  is  demonstrated  that 
Ibey  are  minus  by  millions,  certainly  not  less  than 
by  the  difference  between  his  estimated  surplus 
and  tbe  agjregate  of  ihe  several  items  which  I  have 
here  presented,  and  this  difference  cannot  possibly 
be  less  than  $4,564,306— how  can  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  or  Con- 
gress evade  the  duty  to  raise  the  requisite  supplies 
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But  let  us  examine  very  cursorily  the  adequacy 
of  the  provision  which  the  minister  of  finance  pro- 
poses for  the  year's  servive.  He  estimates  a  less 
expenditure  for  this  year  than  what  was  actually 
incurred  during  the  last  by  $3,339,349;  and  if  the 
items  connected  with  the  Florida  war,  which  had 
actually  accrued,  and  wrre  then  in  arrears,  be,  as 
they  ought  lo  be,  computed,  this  excess  of  expendi- 
tures for  last  year  would  be  more  than  $4,000,000. 


The  diffrrenes  between  the  expenses  of  ibe  tkart 
and  long  sessions  of  Congress,  and  tbe  dimia^td 
sums  necessary  for  Ihe  public  buildiosr,  and  lo  ex- 
ecute Indian  treaties,  made  in  the  aggregmie,  ia 
favor  of  Ibis  year,  about  $500,000;  but  ia  adtitiaa 
to  the  $250,000  which  will  be  required  for  tbe  pay- 
ment of  pensioof,  there  are  other  large  aawmBto 
which  the  SecKlary  has  cut  down  in  his  estiaMB, 
and,  as  it  seems  to  me,  to  tbe  prejudice  of  tbe  pab- 
lic  intersst.  Last  year  there  was  appirapriated  fot 
the  Ordnance  Department  $963,00<h  ibis  year  bat 
$766,000.  In  1840,  the  appropriations  for  fortiC- 
caiions  were  $878,198;  whilst  for  1841  the  Sect*- 
tary  estimate.^  $415,500  for  ihe  same  works.  Ai 
they  are  all  in  an  unfinished  state,  and  more  mtmtj 
must  be  expended  on  each  be  fore  they  are  ecm- 
pleted,  ibe  reasonable  presumption  is,  that  as  laice 
expenditures  would  have  been  required  opoa  tbn 
in  this,  as  during  tbe  past  year.  Bot  then  the 
Secretary  of  War  informs  us  that,  in  oonaeqaeaes 
of  these  appropriations  for  the  past  year  having 
been  postponed  by  the  President,  linle  or  Bothiag 
of  them  had  been  expended;  there  is  an  appareat 
necessity  for  enlarged  operations,  and  suau  ex- 
ceeding those  which  were  voted  at  the  last  aemitm. 
This  difference  between  the  appropriatioas  «f 
the  past,  and  the  estimates  of  the  present  year, 
m'ght  be  traced,  but  in  a  less  striking  degree,  ia  a 
great  many  other  items.  Bot  let  me  pnrsop,  for  a 
moment,  this  suspension  or  postponement  (it  tbe 
term  suits  better)  by  tbe  President  of  eertam  an>ri>> 
priations  made  at  the  last  session.  In  his  aannal 
message  he  uses  this  laognag':  "Horhaait  been 
found  necessary,  in  order  to  prodaee  this  tesolt. 
to  resort  to  the  power  conferred  by  Congteas,  of 
postponing  certain  clashes  of  the  public  works,  ex- 
cept by  deferring  expendiiuces  for  a  short  period, 
upon  a  limited  portion  of  them,  and  whicii  post- 
ponement terminated  some  time  since,"  Ac  Ftom 
the  President's  statement,  every  person  would  infer 
that  Ibis  postponement  had  produced  but  an  ioeoa- 
siderable  interruption  to  operations  on  these  worhr, 
and  which,  slight  as  it  was,  had  long  mnee  wholly 
ceased.  But  what  is  the  information  given  u  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  upon  this  subject?  In  hb 
annual  r*port  he  says,  "In  consequence  of  tbe  sos- 
pension  of  tbe  application  of  funds  appropriated 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  works  under  ibesoperri- 
sion  of  the  Auartermaster  General's  office,  dniii^ 
the  season  for  active  operations,  little  progress  has 
been  made  in  them  since  my  last  report."  Tha 
difference  of  statement  between  the  two  higb 
functionaries  in  relation  to  the  same  mailer  pro- 
duced some  ambiguity;  and  to  clear  it  ap.  Ibis 
House  called  upon  the  President  for  tbe  tme  stale 
of  tbecase.  Well,  Mr.  Van  Baren  sends  us  his 
message,  in  which  be  admits  that  be  had  SBsptnded 
the  wbo'e  of  tbe  apprcpriatinns  for  fortifieatwat, 
and  large  sums  for  other  objects,  amcnnting  ia  ibe 
aggregate  to  $1,638,317;  and  this  suspension  eoa- 
tinued  at  least  as  late  as  the  8th  day  of  November. 
Congress  was  shortly  lo  assemble,  and  might  be  a 
liitle  curious  about  this  matter;  it  was  therefore 
deemed  advisable  that  Mr.  Secretary  Woodbnry 
should  on  that  day  send  a  commnnieatioa  to  ibo 
President,  informing  him  that  tbe  Treasnry  wz« 
in  such  condition  that  this  suspension  or  postpone- 
ment might  be  terminated,  and  we  learn  of  no  far- 
ther official  action  upon  the  subject.  The  Preai- 
dent  had  directed  the  suspension  of  these  appropii- 
alionr,  and  were  Ibe  officers  and  agents  chafed 
with  their  disbursement,  or  any  person  out  of  his 
privy  conneil,  duly  advertised  that  it  hadceasedl 
The  member  from  Ohio  [Mr.  DuircaN]  on  yester- 
day read  us  a  lelier  from  Ihe  Secretary  of  War,  in 
whidi  he  concedes  ihat  Ihe  cnnlractors  npon  tbe 
works  at  Old  Point  Comfort  had  not  beien  paid  for 
their  labor;  and  that  they  eonld  not  receive  pay- 
ment until  the  1st  of  April,  in  eonseqaence  «f  iba 
President  having  postponed  the  appropriation  for 
that  fortification.  Mr.  Poinsett  pushes  the  Presi 
dent  still  deeper  into  the  morasr.  But  Ibis  is  oaly 
one  of  the  instances  of  duplicity,  concealment,  aad 
prevarication,  wih  which  the  Pre  idenfsaniaal 
message  teems.  However,  it  is  characteristic;  for 
if  ever  he  has  written  a  single  sentence  that  evried 
an  honest  purpose  and  meaning  in  plain  straight, 
forward  language,  I  do  not  recolleet  lo  hare  read 
it.    Among  the  reforms  which  I  expe^  to  see  in- 
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trodaeed  by  his  saceeKor,  will  b«  State  papers 
imanibtgaoas,  frank,  and  comprehensible^  nn- 
Bophisiieated  in  argument,  and  in  detail  of  facts 
presenting  the  naked  and  reliable  irntb.  Yes, 
when  President  Harrison  speaks  to  the  American 
People  and  to  Congress,  it  will  be  in  langnsge 
frank  and  intelligible,  to  which  every  body  may 
confidently  appeal,  as  the  exponent  of  his  princi* 
pies,  and  as  the  vehiele  of  acearate  information. 
But  the  Pretiident's  confidential  officers  have 
presented  to  him  directly  still  stronger  testimony  of 
the  insnffieieney  of  these  estimates.  Tae  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  his  annual  report,  says:  "The 
whole  coast,  from  Pacsamaqaoddy  bay  to  the  Sa- 
bine rirer,  is  exposed,  on  every  point  not  defended 
by  nature,  to  be  invaded  with  impanity;  and  in  the 
event  of  war,  the  expense  of  attempting  to  defend 
this  long  line  by  troops,  for  one  year  only,  woaldi 
cost  more  than  to  erect  the  works  which  have 
been  planned,  and  which,  are  deemed  sufficient  to 
defend  the  several  points  of  attack  along  the 
whole  coast."  Again:  "Darint  year  administra- 
tion, nearly  forty  one  thousand  Indians  have  been 
added  to  those  already  residing  on  the  western 
boundary,  while  the  additional  securities  to  the 
border  States  have  not  been  commensurate  to  the 
additional  dangers  to  which  sncb  an  increase  of 
warlike  and  discontented  neighbors  exposes  them." 
But  Mr.  Poinsett  presents  the  paucity  of  our 
means  in  a  still  stronger  point  of  view.  "When- 
ever, "says  he,  "thecondltion  of  the  Treasury  will 
permit,  it  is  very  desirable  to  erect  new  barracks 
at  West  Point  Those  at  present  there  are  dilapi- 
dated baildings,  originally  badly  constructed,  and 
now  in  a  stale  of  decay,  which  renders  thtm  as  un- 
healthy as  they  are  inconvenient." 

But  do  these  gentlemen  propose  to  be  any  more 
provident  of  lh<:  interests  of  our  glorious  Navyt 
The  Secretary  of  this  Department  directs  the  Board 
of  Navy  Commissioners  to  make  cut  their  esti- 
mates for  that  arm  of  the  public  defenee,  not  accor- 
ding to  its  wants,  and  \tiih  an  enlightened  regard 
to  its  vigor  and  efficiency,  but  allows  them  to  select 
''objects  and  amounts  of  expenditures,"  within  the 
aeope  of  an  inexorable  restriction  to  |5,095,000 
This   arrangement  meets  the  more  pressing  de- 
mands of  the  Navy,  and  leaves  to  be  applied  to 
Its  permanent  increase  the  paltry  sum  ofilOO.OOO. 
Now,  sir,  upon  this  review,  we,  the  friends  of  the 
coming  in  Administration,  reproach  those  who  are 
going  out  of  power,  that  they  are  not  making  an 
adequate  and  proper  provision  for  the  public  ser- 
vice; that  they  saerifiee  patriotism .  and  the  lofty 
pride  connected  with  national  power  and  glory  to 
a  blind,  despicable  party  aliacbmeni,  and  to  the 
Ignoble  purpose  of  embirrassing  the  Qovemment 
of  their  coantry,  because  it  is  about  to  be  swayed 
by  a  President  not  cf  their  choice.    And  for  this 
we  are  taunted,  that  at  the  last  session  onr  song 
canied  all  the  time  the  popular  bttrden  of  retrench- 
ment and  economy;   that  we   are  suddenly  me- 
tamorphosed by  the  acquisition  of  power,  and  are 
giving  early  indication  of  a  propensity  to  run  a 
.  career   of   Urge   and   extravagant   expenditure. 
Those  against  whom  we  were  lately  hurling  the 
heaviest  thunders  of  denunciation  for  a  reckless 
and  proaigate  was'e  of  the  public  treasure,  are  now 
attempting  to  tarn  this  battery  upon  ns.    Let  as 
look  a  lit'le  deeper  into  this  matter.    Mr.  Van 
.  Buren  and  hia  mioisier  of  finance  propose  to  allow 
General  Harrison  to  expend,  dnrio;  the  next  year, 
in  every  branch  of  the  public  service,  |1 9,250.000, 
provided  they  have  not   over-estimated    the  re- 
sources by  which  that  sum  is  to  be  raised.    And 
how  is  that  to  be  realized  and  biought  into  the 
Treasnryt    Mr.  Woodbury  calculates  the  customs 
to  furnish  #19,000,000,  and  the  salej  of  public 
lands  (3,500,000.    Last  y^r  the  same  resources 
yieldsd  #17,120,103,  of  which  the  avails  of  the  cus- 
toms were  abont  #14,000,000. .  Now,  we  have  re- 
tarns  from  the  Xreasary,  which  inform  us  that 
the  first  quarter  will  produce  something  more  than 
three  millions.    This  is  not  matter  of  conjecture, 
hut  one  of  the  tests  of  time.    In  December  next, 
by  the  operation  of  the  compromise,  the  duties 
will  fan  off  #2,500,000;  and  as  that  sum  would 
amount  to  a  pretty  good  profit  upon  the  importa- 
tion of  dutiable  articles,  no  more  of  them  will  be 
^oa|htiiiforiomeMiuidtebls  tim«  befpre  that 
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date  than  wilt  be  required  by  the  active  demands 
of  our  market.    We  can  only  form-  opinions;  hot 
give  to  these  two  facts  their  proper  consideration, 
and  can'  any  candid  man  come  to  any  other  con- 
clusion than  that  the  Secretary  has  greatly  over- 
rated the  produce  of  the  customs?  ^  Can  any  rea- 
sonable expectation  be  indulged  that  the  last  three 
quarters  will  prodoce  each  upwards  of  five  millions 
ofdollan?    No,  sir;  the  customs  cannot  be  lelied 
upon  for  m*re  than  fifteen  millions;  and,  from  the 
aggravation  of  the  general  oontraetian  in  onr  mone- 
tary affairs  that  will  bo  produced  by  the  operation 
of  the  Sub'Treasnry,  and  a  general  attempt  of  the 
banks  to  resume  specie  payments,  the  amount 
arising  from  the  sales  of  public  lands  will  proba- 
bly not  exceed  three  million']  of  dollars.    Then,  a 
surplus  in  the  Treasury  of  #2,000,000;  the  esti- 
mates of  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  Florida 
service  beiag  #3,388,579(  the  amount  necessary  to 
meet  the  claitns  of  individuals  and  the  States,  and 
unexpended  objects  of  expenditure,  amounting  at 
least  to  #l,00O,0D0;  and  the  excess  of  the  Seeretary*s 
estimates  of  the  receipts  of  the  year,  make  an  ag- 
gregate beyond  his  anticipated  sarplns  of  #9,0£4,- 
306.    I  do  not  think  any  candid  man  would  ven- 
ture an  opinion  that  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue 
would  not  be  at  least  that  amount,  and  in  my  judg- 
ment it  will  be  considerably  above  it.    But  the  con- 
dition of  things  will  bs'mnch  worte  for  the  next 
and  subsequent  years,  unless  Congress  adopts  some 
remedial  legislation.    Mr.  Woodbory  informs  ns: 
"The  progressive  redaction  of  the  present  tarifi', 
which  has  been  goiog  on  since  1833,  will,  after 
December,  1841,  take  effect  to  a  mncb  larger  ex- 
tent than  heretofore.    Nearly  two  millions  and  a 
half,  of  dollars  will  then  be  deducted  at  once." 
"On  the  first  of  July  afterwards,  at  least  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half  more  of  duties  will  be  removed; 
making  an  aggregate,  in  six  month?,  of  quiie  five 
millions.    If  ihe  imports,  then,  should  not  differ 
much  from  those  of  1838,  this  would  leave  an  in- 
come from  them  not  probably  exceeding  ten  or 
eleven  millions  annually."    The  Secretary  presents 
his  side  of  the  case  as  favorably  as  in  any   candor 
be  could;  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  gives  us  a  larger 
result  than  will  be  justified  by  experience.    The 
avaraee  amoanl  of  imports  will  not  equal  those 
of  1838,  and  the  revenue  arising  from  them  will 
generally  be  under  ten  millions.     The  sales  of 
public  lands  will  bring  in  about  thiree  millions 
yearly;  and  thus  there  will  be  thirteen  millions  an- 
nnally  to  sustain  -this  G-avemment  in  all  its  multi- 
form and  extensive   operations— our   large  and^ 
ramified  civil  list,  onr  Indian  relations,  onr  fo- 
reign intercourse  with  all  the  nationsofihe  earth, 
onr  army,  our  'navy,   our  vast  internal   polity. 
The  Secretary  knows  that  this  cannot  be  done  upon 
the  scale  which  has  so  long  prevailed,  and  reasons 
with  himself  a  remedy  for  this  stale  of  things.    He 
presenu,  in  their  order,  issues  of  Treasoiy  aoies  or 
loans — the  disiinctivc  panacea  of  this  Administra- 
tion; a  recall  of  the  surplus  deposited  with   the 
Slates;  direct  taxation,  and  some  extensive  modifi- 
cation of  the  present  tariff;  all  of  which  he  re- 
pudiates; and  he  winds  np  by  choosing  "ihe  large 
reduction  of  the  expenditures,"  and  recommends 
that  "the  reduction  be  pushed  visoransly."    As 
ourrewnrces  would  be  only  two-thirds  of  what  he 
has  admitted,  in  his  meagre,  stinted  estimates,  to 
be  necessary  for  the  service  of  this  year,  to  bring 
down  the  expenditures  to  the  receipts  would  re- 
quire a  reduction  more  vigorously  than  ha*  ever 
yet  been  seen.   A  person  UDioformed  of  the  fact 
would  conclude  that  this  Secretary,  in  his  admi- 
nistration of'  his  Department,  must  have  been'  a 
great  friend  of  economy,  and  have  signalized  him- 
self by  the  extent  and  importance  of  his  retrench- 
ments.   That,  as   he  had  expressed  his  opinion 
with  80  much  eonfiJence,  that  about  thirteen  mil- 
lions annually  would  snffise  hi<  successors  lo  sus- 
tain this  Oovemment  and  to  foster  and  protect  all 
the  interests  of  this  great  na'ion,  snnly  it  could  not 
have  required  more  than  fif  een  millions  to  have 
enabled  him  to  effect  the  same  objects.     Bnt  what 
would 'be  his  amazement  in  turning  to  Ihe  archives 
of  Ihe  Treasury  office,  to  find  that  this  Secretary, 
who  .has  been  so  ostentatiously  reading  lectures 
upon  economy  to  those  who  are  to  follow  Vlxd, 
I  bad  ia  Ihe  lait  foiu  years  expended  an  auregate 


of  #135,679,5481  Be  not  startled,  sir,  >tis  true, 'tis 
pasing  true:  though  'lis  strange,  it  is  wondrous 
strange:  and  thus  tbis  vast  amount  is  distributed 
through  ibat  period.  In  the  year  1837,  were  ex- 
praded  #35.334  361;  in  1838,  #37.150,118;  in  1839, 
#36.fi04,4l3;  and  in  1840,  #26  643,656;  and  ihU 
grand  aggregate  would  have  been  swollen  to  #145,- 
000,000,  but  for  the  vigorous  asiaulis  made  by  the 
Whigs  upon  the  present  party  in  power  for  its  ua- 
preeeJenied  wastefulness;  and  that  the  last  session 
of  Congress  immediately  preceded  the  Presidential 
election.  Bnt  there  are  the  nnsati^ed  balances- 
against  the  Treasury,  untold,  unknown,  but  doubt- 
less sufficient  to  eke  oat  that  mighty  sua.  Now, 
in  the  name  of  the  American  people,  I  demand  to 
know  of  the  AdministtatioB  what  has  itdoBe  with 
t^is  immense  treisniel  Hqw  has;  it  -been  appta* 
prialed,  and  where  are  the  commensorate  resnlitt 
Have  our  important  harbcfTs  been  cleared  out, 
buoys  erected  to  warn  the  mariner  frgm  dangers 
beneath  the  ocean  boried,  and  iight-hooses  peered 
high,  with  inspiring  gleams  shooting  across  tha 
midnight  wateiy  waste,  to  guide  him  to  his  havenj 
Has  our  Navy  been  increased  apace  with  our 
growth,  and  kept  fully  sufficient  for  the  exigencies 
of  a  commerce  spreading  into  every  sea,  and  ex-_ 
ploriog  every  land?  Have  roads  and  canals  been 
called  into  existence,  to  speed  the  interchanges  of 
inieHigeaceand  commerce  throughout  this  extended 
confederacy,  and  to  eoncenitale  its  power  at  any 
point  where  danger  may  threalea  on  its  four  thou- 
sand miles  of  frontier,  of  oeean,  lake,  and  foresil 
Have  oar  Atlantic  cities  an  1  commercial  empo- 
riams  been'secared  againat  sadden  invasion  by  im- 
pregnable fortification;,  armed  with  great  ordnaaoe, 
whose  deep  intonations  mimie  Heaven's  artillnyl 
In  this  great  and  warlike  nation,  armed,  in  fiill 
coat  of  mail,  resting  in  dread  repose,  but  ready  for 
the  shock  of  battle,  desiring  friendly  relations  whh 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  asking  of  all  nothing  but 
"what  is  right,"  and  determined  and  fully  pre- 
pared "to  submit  to  nothing  that  ia  wrong?"  No, 
sir,  no;  all  ihtse  questions,  fraught  with  so  much  of 
momentoos  interest  to  the  American  people,  must 
be  answered  in  the  negative.  Any  man  not  parti- 
cularly informed  would  have  supposed  that  the 
leading  and  permanent  object*,  the  repairs  of 
the  Navy,  the  gradual  increase  of  our  military 
marine,  the  construction  of  fortifications,  the 
making  of  roads  and  canals,  the  improvement  of 
harbors  and  rivers,  the  procarement  of  ordnance 
and  the  armament  of  onr  fortifications,  would,  ia 
Ihe  aggregate,  have  daimitd  at  least  one-fourth  of 
Ih's  total  disbursement.  How  would  he  be 
shocked  and  outraged  to  leara  that  those  nine 
great  and  essential  interests  had,  altogether,  shared 
less  than  twelve  millions  of  dollars  of  that  immense 
expoiditure;  and  that,  ezdoding  #4,400,000  for  the 
repairs  of  the  Navy,  ell  the  others  had  had,  in  the 
last  four  years,  bat  #7,553,193  appropriated  to 
them,  without  deducting  any  thing  from  that 
amount  for  nnezpended  balances  that  have  re- 
mained more  than  two  years,  and  thereby  fall  beak 
into  the  surplus  fund.  In  ibe  session  of  1839, 
there  was  nothing  appropriated  for  harbors  and 
rivers;  the  last  session,  nothing;  and  the  whole  of 
the  last  appropriation  for  fortifications  was  vino- 
ally  repealed  by  the  President's  exercise  of  the  sas- 
pending  power. 

-  The  Secretary  of  War  tells  ns  that  onr  situa- 
tion is  so  defenoeless.that  we  are  exposed  to  be  at- 
tacked with  impanity  at  every  point  where  nature 
has  not  interposed  her  protection,  and  that  our  . 
very  barracks  are  falling  into  dilapidation  and  ruin. 
Bat  who  can  contemplate  the  condition  of  oar 
Navy  without  feelings  of  indignation  and  bumililjl 
Years  ago.  Congress  directed  the  building  of  the 
frigate  Congress,  and  also  of  six  small  ships  of 
war,  but  so  pressing  and  important  have  been 
other  demands  apon  the  Treasury,  that  no  money 
conld  be  spared  for  the  frigate  and  for  one  of  the 
shaller  ships.  The  few  vessels  we  have  in  com- 
mission are  hereby  kept  afloat,  in  a  state  of  great 
insfflciency;  whilst  those  in  ordinary  and  on  the 
stocks  have  been  slowly,  but  certainly,  going  to 
decay.  Oar  commerce  has  been  suffering  for 
the  want  of  a  snfficent  force  to  protect  it,  in  al- 
most every  sea.  Aboat  the  tune  of  the  com- 
meqoeneot  of  the  oomiaeieial  troubles  at  Qtatoa 
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oor  uaden  to  ibat  port  petiiioned  the  President  to 
tend  a  sqaadron  into  those  distant  regions  to 
protect  American  interests.  Snch  is  the  imbeciiiiy 
that  administeis  oar  Navy  Department,  that 
though  oar  great  eommeieial  riral  had  made  a 
descent  upon  China  will  a  heavy  military  and 
maritime  force — though  the  British  merchants, 
from  feelings  of  riralry,  were  torturing  their  in- 
genuity to  em  np  the  American  trade,  and  ihjir 
coauninders  were  perpetrating  ontrages  upon  onr 
ships  and  lawful  traffic  by  violations  of  the  laws  of 
itaiioDs  and  of  blockade— still  twelve  monibt  ex- 
pired before  the  feebleness  of  the  Administration- 
could  despatch  a  sqoadroa  to  look  after  these  in- 
teresting concerns.  And  what  sort  of  an  armament 
was  ill  Our  smallest  frlga'e  and  a  single  sloop 
sent  oat  to  protect  our  trade  from  China,  in  a  state 
of  quasi  war  between  her  and  Great  Britain;  and  so 
tardily,  that  Ihey  probably  have  not  yet  reached  the 
theatre  of  their  operations  i  A  pretty  demonstration 
of  American  power  and  greatness  was  this  to 
make  upon  aj  semi-barbarian  people,  in  the  pre- 
sence, too,  of  a  wiTf  and  jealous  rival,  powerfully 
armed,  and  nnscrupnleusly  using  every  means  to 
eject  aj  from  the  inde,  and  to  secure  for  herself 
an  ezclosive  monopoly  of  it.  Even  now,  the 
pusillanimity  of  the  Chinese  may  be  awid  into  sub- 
mission by  this  imposing  display  of  British  force 
and  prowass;  and  they  may  be  negotiating  a  total 
change  of  the  system  ot  their  commercial  inter- 
course with  the  rest  of  the  world,  under  England's 
military  dictation,  when  there  is  not  an  American 
gun  on  all  their  seas,  whose  thunders  shnll  awaken 
them  from  the  stupor  of  their  fright  to  the 
recollection  that  there  is  any  such  country  as 
America. 

It  is,  both  to  onrinjaryand  dishonor,  notorious 
that  our  military  mariae,  whether  in  commission 
or  in  ordinary,  bears  no  proper  proportion  to  onr 
mercantile  tonnage,  and  is  greatly  inadequate  to  its 
protection.  France  has  one  gun  for  every  seventy 
tons  of  shipping — England  has  one  for  every  hun- 
dred tons,  whilst  the  United  States  has  but  one  for 
every  seven  hundred  tons.  The  application,  too, 
of  steam  power  to  tHe  propelling  of  ships  is  produ- 
cing a  great  and  radical  change  in  naval  warfare. 
In  port  attack  and  defence,  and  for  celerity  and 
certainty  in  coast  descent,  experienced  seamen  ac- 
cord to  stesm  ships  vast  efficiency  ever  ordinary 
shipping.  To  a  country  having  nnmeronv  ports 
and  a  great  extent  of  coast,  it  is  ofviul  impor- 
unc«  10  be  Ktrongly  airmsd  with  this  formidable 
means  of  offence  and  defence.  Eneland  has 
thirty-two-men-of-war  steam  ships,  France  has 
eighteen,  and  the  United  States  hss  two  on  the 
stocks,  and  the  miserable  thing  called  "the  Robert 
Fulton"  aaoat.  Gentleqian  vaunt  their  friendship 
for  onr  navy,  and  their  pride  in  its  glorious  aebievf- 
ments;  let  them  give  a  more  satisfactory  and  solid 
testimony  that  they  in  tralh  po<«ec8  ihoie  truly 
American  and  ennobling  sentiments,  let  them  vote 
enough  of  money  to  maka  it  great  as  well  as  gal- 
lant. I,  sir,  am  prepared  now  to  vote  three  millians 
'in  addition  to  what  has  been  proposed  for  the  Navy; 
and  I  would  toon-ir  attempt  to  justify  myself  to  my 
coBStituents  for  that  vote,  than  for  any  I  shall  give 
during  the  session.  They  are  an  sgricoltural  peo- 
ple, situate  in  the  heart  of  ibis  Union.  Their  posi- 
tion gives  them  comparative  security  from  foreign 
aggession.  They  know  that  ihe  firit  onset  most 
be  made  upon  our  navy  and  opon  our  coast;  and 
considerations  coupled  with  their  own  security,  as 
well  as  a  desire  to  see  danger  warded  off  from  their 
countrymen  and  brethren,  prompt  them  to  favor 
measures  that  will  fully  streogihen  both.  They  un- 
derstand that  a  strong  and  effective  navy  can  never 
endanger  public  liberty,  and  is  the  enly,  and  yet  a 
powerful  means  of  beating  back  from  our  shores 
the  bloody  tide  of  war.  They  look  with  fraternal 
feelings  and  wi.h  national  pride  to  those  States 
which  have  given  to  the  stars  and  stripes  the  beet 
and  noblest  tars  that  ever  spread  canvass  to  the 
battle  or  the  breeze;  and  in  the  fulness  of  their 
hearts  they  desire  to  cover  them  with  the  segis  of 
the  nation,  and  lo  draw  them  closer  to  their  embrace. 
We  hesr  gentlemm  on  this  floor  falminaiing  war 
■jainst  England,  and  rebuking  rnr  own  Qovem- 
ment  for,  having  -borne  so  mnch  from  her  pride, 
her  arrogance,  and  her  thirst  for  domiai^n.    We 


certainly  have  a  loujg  and  grave  acoeunt  to  settle 
with  her,  and  she  perseveres  in  still  running  it  op. 
She  has  violently  held  possession  ofapuriion  of 
our  territory  for  a  generation  against  the  clearest 
right;  and  ^he  answers  our  demonstration  of  her 
wrong  by  eziendiog  her  claim  to  embrace  another 
large  portion  of  the  State  of  Maine.  An  armed 
expedition  from  one  of  her  provinoes  invaded  the 
State  of  Mew  Yoik,  out  a  steamboat  out  of  one  of 
her  ports,  and  perpetrated  the  crimes  of  arson  and 
murder;  and  when  one  of  the  felons  comes  within 
onr  jsrisdiction,  and,  having  audaciously  boasted 
of|hia  deeds,  is  apprehended  for  bis  crimes,  her 
Miois'er  has  the  boldness  to  justify  him,  and 
demands  his  release  because  he  was  acting  nnder 
the  snthority  of  his  Government.  She  receives 
onr  runawayslaves  into  the  Canadas,  and  immedi- 
ately arms  and  forms  them  into  regiments  to  keep 
ward  over  our  frontier,  denying  to  their  owners 
both  compensation  and  ihe  rieht  to  reclaim  them. 
When  our  ships  put  into  her  West  India  ports  from 
stress  of  weather,  having  slaves  on  board,  she 
seizes  upoa  this  property  againtt  the  laws  of  nations, 
assaming  the  extraordinary  position  that  the 
legislation  of  Parliament  can  change  the  principles 
of  that  universal  code,  and  give  freedom  to  the 
slave  the  moment  he  touches  her  posseisions. 
Under  color  of  suppressing  the  slave  trade,  and 
other  pretexts,  she  takes  forcible  possession  of  our 
unarmed  ships  engsged  in  lawful  traffic,  and  breaks 
up  their  voyages,  to  the  ruin  of  their  owners,  when 
her  real  motive  it  jealousy  of  our  growing  com- 
merce and  to  cripple  it  to  her  purpose.  That  man 
deludes  himself  who  believes  that  she  will  retrace 
her  steps,  that  w«  can  reclaim  our  territory,  or 
procure  from  her  redress  for  those  other  wrongs, 
except  at  the  cannon's  month.  When  has  she 
ever  faltered  in  her  career  of  encroachment  and 
usurpation  in  which,  stimulated  by  her  avarice  and 
rapacity,  her  love  of  power,  and  domination,  she 
has  been  steadily  marching  for  more  than  a 
eenturyl  At  this  time,  beyond  all  former  periods, 
foitnne  seems  to  favor  her  ambitions  projects, 
In  Syria,  and  Turkey,  Nnrthern  India,  and  China, 
she  is  advancing  covertly  or  openly  with  a  giant's 
stride,  and  we  are  left  in  doubt  whether  the  achieve- 
ments of  her  arms  or  of  her  diplomacy  are  the 
most  signal.  Hers  is  far  the  greaie&t,  past  or  pre- 
sent, of  all  earth's  empires.  It  is  spread  and  is 
spreading  over  its  four  quarters,  and  travels  with 
the  eternal  circle  of  the  sun  around  it.  Power,  the 
gtsat  corrnpting  principle  of  the  heart  of  man,  is 
acting  with  an  energy  witboat  parallel  upon  her 
rulers,  and,  for  the  future,  her  leading  national 
propensity  will  be,  to  plant  her  foot  upon  the 
nations.  How  can  we,  her  greatest  commercial 
rival,  hope  to  elude  ill  Whenever  she  is  engaged 
iita  general  war,  the  will  not  permit  us  to  enjoy 
the  rich  and  teeming  harvest  of  the  commerce  of 
a  world  inarms.  Her  usurpation  of  the  right  of 
search,  and  of  declaring  subjects  of  lawful  trade  to 
be  oonirabiuid  of  war,  will  force  us  to  become  par- 
ties to  the  canflict.  Sooner  or  later,  from  some  if 
these  eanses,  the  storm  will  burst  upon  u.<>,  and  it 
is  the  duty  of  people  and  of  rulers  to  be  prepared 
for  it.  The  way  to  protect  ourselves  and  to  make 
England  feel  the  vigor  of  our  arms,  is  to  throw 
impregnable  fortifications  aronnd  onr  important 
eammereial emporiums,  and  to  build  up  a  powerful 
navy. 

B«t,  sir,  when  a  Secretary,  who  in  the  last  four 
years  has  spent  one  hundred  and  forty  millions 
of  dollars,  and  yet  left  all  our  internal  channels  of 
communication  onadvanced,  our  whole  defences 
in  such  an  unprepared  and  miserable  condition,  our 
military  marinR  in  dilapidation  and  ruin,  and  not 
asingle  great  object  of  permanent  natit^nil  utility 
to  note  to  the  future  that  Mr.  Van  Buren'N  Admi- 
nistration has  been,  gravely  lectures  General  Harri- 
sen  that  the  Govercmentof  this  great  people  can 
be  properly  administered,  andtbeir  mighty  interests 
adequately  provided  for,  by  an  annual  expenditure 
of  thirteen  millions  rf  dollars,  does  it  not  strike 
every  unprejudiced  miud  ?s  a  most  unparalleled 
piece  of  impudence)  Nothing  but  his  adroitness 
in  mystifying  the  national  coneeiiu  over  which  he 
has  presided  could  save  him  from  the  contempt 
and  scorn  of  the  great  honest  mass  of  his  own 
patty.    He  strongly  reminds  one  of  the  description 


which  Uon^nixote  gave  of  Sancho  to  the  Papa 
"that,  to  jodge  from  his  cunning,  yoa  woaidsa^ 
pose  he  was  a  knave;  but  then  his  absorditf  wiQ 
incline  you  to  believe  he  is  a  fool."  Tots  Seete- 
tary  could  not  have  recommended  a  snalkr 
amount  of  expenditure,  even  if  the  preent  Admi- 
nistration had  been  so  wise,  so  frniiful  of  great  la- 
Eults,  as  to  have  left  nothing  for  the  next  and  te 
friends  to  do  towards  national  improveoacBi  and 
national  security,  but  simply  to  maintain  onr 
temal  polity,  and  onr  relations^  with  the 
tribes  and  with  foreign  nations.  It  is  ant  I 
the  large  sum  of  money  has  been  expended,  that 
the  indignatioa  of  the  people  hss  been  awakeaed 
against  their  incompetent  and  unfaiihfal  ageais, 
but  that  it  has  been  all  wasted,  wiibont  pradncag 
,any  permanent  good.  It  has  gone  as  the  spoils  irf 
victory;  it  has  been  plandered  by  defiaolljng  offieen 
and  Unfaithful  employees  in  the  Florida  war,  aad 
squandered  in  a  ihoa«and  ways,  whilst  the  Govern- 
ment was  totally  regardless  of  its  high  and  self  ■ 
trust  in  the  disbursement.  From  the  Prcgdeaey 
down,  all  have  acted  exclusively  upon  the  spoils 
principle.  The  benefit,  power,  and  glory  of  the 
nation;  purity,  fidelity,  and  wi»lom  in  adihinisim- 
tion;  the  security  and  preeervaiion  of  liberty,  have 
been  unheeded;  and  all,  all  have  been  animated 
by  the  sole,  absorbing  ignoble  purpose  of  holding 
on  t<)  power.  It  would  have  been  eheerfgJif  con- 
ceded to  them  to  have  appointed  their  own  friend* 
le  office  had  Ihsy  given  to  the  ooiulry  good  and 
true  men. 

Bat  it  was  proclaimed  by  their  official  tepoits  ia 
the  Senate  chamber  that  the  officers  of  Govexnnwnl 
were  expected  to  take  an  active  part  in  polities;  and 
those  who  vrere  daily  deluding  the  people,  by  in- 
voking the  name  of  Jefferson  and  Democn^, 
poured  contempt  upon  his  memory  by  disregarding, 
wholly  his  great  conservative  prioiaple  of  '^^^^g 
an  active  interference,  by  any  officer  of  Gorcn- 
ment,  either  in  Slate  or  Federal  elections,  a  eane 
of  removal.  The  appointing  power  never  aded 
"is  he  honest,  is  he  laitblul,  is  he  capable,"  bvt  is 
he  influential,  active,  and  noiqt— how  mncli  on 
his  support  add  to,  or  his  opposition  abetract  from, 
the  popularity  of  Mr.  Van  Bnren  and  Ihe  pnrtyt 
The  incnmbenis  who  attended  quietly  and  ftithAilly 
to  their  duties  were  ruthlessly  and  igaominionsly 
dismissed,  nottrithatanding  they  voted  in  &vor  of 
theAdminislratijn.  That  was  not  enoogb;  tlKy 
were  expected  to  give  their  time  and  their  enetgiei, 
their  fouI  and  sense,  up  to  electioneering,  to  the 
manufacture  of  popular  sentiment,  to  the  eorrap- 
tion  of  the  ballot-box.  Tbeii  decent  qoieacteaee 
was  treason  against  their  party;  they  were  dt^- 
ged  forth  and  immolated  upon  its  foal  altar;  aid 
their  places  filled  by  anserupnlous,  meteaoarf 
trainbands,  who«e  last  care  was  to  perfoia  ilie 
duties  of  the  stations  they  but  nominaliy  filM. 
After  this  system  had  been  enforced  in  all  its  riger, 
and  the  parly  leadeis  and  apostles  resisted  reigis^ 
laws;  and  every  attempt  to  throw  defences  aroond 
p<)pnlar  suffrage,  and  to  guard  its  purify — and  (oe 
of  their  great  principles  oi  operation  b«t  been  any 
fraud  upon  it — ^now  it  is  the  height  of  effronieiy 
that  they  should  set  up  as  its  cfpeeial  gnardiaas. 
When  the  people  appealed  to  the  Govenneni— 
not  as  an  independent  concern,  but  as  their  agency, 
instituted  solely  for  their  conveniecce  and  good— 
they  were  sternly  leproved,  that  they  "expected  too 
much  of  Government" — "that  it  was  the  doty  «f 
Government  to  take  care  of  iiself."  Is  it  straage 
that,  under  snch  auspices,  the  Government  shoaU 
hava  become  corrupt  in  all  its  ramifications;  the 
Treasury  should  have  been  given  np  to  pioader 
and  bankruptcy;  the  national  defences  abandoned; 
our  foreign  iniercourte  neglected;  the  rights  ef  ow 
meichants  trampled  upon  by  our  rivals,  and  oar 
honor  tarnished;  our  currency  in  hopeless  disorder; 
oni  credit  and  commerce  piosiraie;  and  our  sys- 
tem fast  changing  iu  character  of  a  representative 
Democracy  to  at(  elective  monarchy!  Is  it  weader- 
ful  that  the  American  people  have  given  to  iba 
power  that  caused  all  this  >uch  a  signal  overtbrowt 
Let  its  fate  be  a  beacon-Iisbt  for  all  future  Admi- 
aistratirni,  warning  them  to  keepafarfrom  itspra- 
ciples  and  its  measures. 

But,  sir,  there  are  other  large  cxistiaK  demands 
against  the  Treasury-    The  A(inin|stnitioa  etiairi 
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mtn  of  ihe  Comaiiitee  on  Finance  in  the  Senate 
[Mr.  Wbicbt]  concedes  that  we  owe  by  treaty 
sUpulatlon  wi.li  cer.aia  Indian  tribes,  $3  300,000. 
OarQoveruineat  is  bound'lo  advance  tbe  money 
and  vest  it  in  annuilie^i  for  iheir  beaefii;  and  the 
convenant  we  bare  made  wiih  these  poor  sobs  of 
the  fure&t  has  loog  bten  in  a  btate  of  infraction. 
The  sum«  wcs  owe  other  tribes  augment  oor  Indian 
debt  largely  above  $3,000,000.  The  amoont  of 
unsatisfied  balances,  growing  oat  of  tbe  Florida 
war,  oar  contracts  for  fortifications,  for  army  sap> 
plies,  and  for  nnmerous  other  objects,  who  at  pre- 
sent, can  number  the  aggregate?  Ttie  systematic 
concealmeni,  the  thick  veil,  which  this  Adminis> 
traticn  has  always  thrown  orer  such  "secrela  of 
State,"  must  be  rent  before  it  can  be  told;  but  the 
most  intelligent  members  of  Coogresss  compute  it 
at  from  seven  to  ten  millions.  So  that,  beyond  the 
estimates  of  the  Secrntary  of  the  Treasury,  there 
are  present  argent  claims  against  the  Qorern- 
ment  for  debt  due,  and  for  tbe  most  ess^mial  pub- 
lic service,  amounting  to  about  $20,000,000.  If  it 
be  even  pobsible  to  drag  on  a  miserable,  dishonora- 
ble existence  for  another  year,  with  the  aid  of 
Treasury  notes>,  is  it  wise  and  statesman-like  to 
do  it,  without  creating  other  and  permanent  sources 
of  levenae]  This  responsibility  cannot  be  post- 
poned mni^  longer,  and  yel  no  legislation  that 
can  reasonably  take  place  at  the  next  regular  ses- 
sion can  provide  for  it,  with  any  practical  effect, 
short  of  eighteen  months.  By  the  provision  o(  the 
eompromi:>e  act,  the  credit  of  three  and  six  months 
for  the  principal  amount  of  duties  will  continue 
until  July,  1342;  any  which  mig^it  be  imposed  at 
the  next  sesiiou  upon  luxuries  could  not  possibly 
be  available  sooner  than  the  ensuinj  midsummer, 
and  no  considerable  amount  before  the  fall  and 
vinter  following.  Then,  postpone  the  action  of 
Congress  upon  this  subject  twelve  months  longer, 
and  it  will  throw  together  upon  the  Treasury  ail 
existing  nnsaii^fied  balances,  and  the  present 
heavy  deficiency  in  the  revenue  for  two  yeais. 
The  rales  of  duties  will  necessarily  have  to  be 
higher  than  they  might  now  be  affixed,  as  they 
tnnst  be  sufficient  not  only  for  the  annual  expend!- 
lore,  but  for  the  liquidation  of  all  the  debt  that 
may  in  the  mean  time  accumnlate.  But  if  we  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  meet  the  difficulties  of  our  position, 
we  mitigate  a  cause  that  must  necessarily  produce 
some  agitation  and  charge  la  trade  and  business; 
and  there  is  time  yet  for  reasonable  notice  to  be 
allowed  to  our  importing  merchanti:,  before  any 
new  law  might  be  made  to  take  effect.  They 
could  then  exercise  a  provident  forecast,  and 
modify  their  importations  according  to  the  diaoge 
produced  by  our  legislation — a  matter  of  vital  in- 
terest to  them,  and  by  nomeansof  indifference  to 
the  coantry. 

The  necessity  upon  Congress  to  raise  more  re- 
venue is  indisputable,  and  is  daily  becoming  more 
argent;  and  now  is  the  time,  the  appropriate  time, 
to  enttr  upon  it.  There  cannot,  in  reason,  be 
any  qnestiun  in  relation  to  this  matter,  except  as 
to  the  mode  by  which  it  is  to  be  done.  There  is 
bat  a  solitary  gentleman  in  the  House  who  Uks 
proposed  ditect  taxation,  and,  notwithstanding  it 
may  have  here  a  few  more  triehds,  it  is  not 
seriously  lobe  considered.  It  is  the  most  expensive, 
vexaiiolis,  and  oppressive  form  of  taxation.  It  is 
in  confiiciion  with  all  the  habits  and  feelings  of  tbe 
American  people,  and  they  will  not  and  ought  not 
to  submit  to  it,  except  in  lime  of  war,  cr  some  other 
extraordinary  and  pressing  emergency.  Tbe  with- 
drawal uf  the  depoiites  from  the  States  is,  if,  possi- 
ble, more  objectionable;  because  that  measure  was 
intended  and  regarded  at  the  time  as  but  another 
mode  of  distributing  the  proceedt  of  the  sales  of 
tbe  public  lands;  and  it  was  only  prejudice  against 
tbe  measure  designed  expressly  [oc  that  purpose, 
-which  had  previously  passed  both  Houses  by 
tb«  most  decisive  majorities,  and  its  disiiagui&hed 
author,  that  prevented  it  from  being  so  in  form  as 
well  as  in  sabsiance.  Tbe  ihoney  had  resulied 
from  tbe  sales  of  the  lands;  it  of  right  belonged  to 
tbe  Slaws,  and  they  have  so  used  it.  If  Congress 
were  to  reclaim  these  deposius,  it  would  be  re- 
qairiog  from  the  S  ates  that  which  Is  theirs,  and 
wbicb  they  could  not  letniu  to  the  United  Slates 
"txtuvfj  ooljT  by  tbe  nest  fcmoxis  dinct  i«zatt(« 


up^n  the  people.  Toe  resort  must  be  to  the  long 
approved  and  appropriate  form  ol  duiies  upon  im- 
portations. B/ the  terms  of  the  compromise  ac, 
silks,  wines,  and  other  articles  of  hixory  were 
nearly  wholly  exempted  from  duties,  because  none 
of  them  were  nianul'acturcd  or  produced  in  the  Uni- . 
ted  Slates;  and  the  chief  amount  of  revenue  raised 
by  imposts  vm  placed  upon  aiticles  that  come  in 
compeiiiion  with  American  manufactures.  This 
airangement  was  made  to  afford  to  our  own  manu. 
faciurcr.^  more  proteciion  than  would  have  been 
provided  for  if  the  revenue  by  duties  had  been 
distributed  among  all  our  subjects  of  impoHaiion. 
Tbe  compromise  (tirtber  declared  that  the  duiies 
then  in  existence,  (about  twenty  percent.)  should 
be  reduced  ten  per  cent,  per  annum  until  Decmber 
next,  when  halt  of  the  remaining  excess  above  that 
rate  should  abate;  and  on  the  30:h  day  of  June, 
1842,  the  other  half  should  a'socome  off.  No  ad- 
ditional dnt|,es  were  to  be  imposed  upon  luxarie.", 
unlccs  the  tevenue  should  prove  deficient.  The 
effect  of  this  arrangement  was,  that  the  articles  of 
import  that  pay  the  great  mass  of  revenue  are 
mobily  necesuries;and  by  its  subsequent  operation, 
in  reducing  Ihs  rates  of  duly  by  annual  insialment-', 
there  has  been,  and  will  be  from  this  time  fonb, 
a  heavy  deficiency  in  the  revenue.  Will  Congress 
me0i  it  by  imposing  duties  upon  luxuries  equal  to 
those  that  are  now  paid  by  protected  articles,  or 
will  we  spread  it  over  all  our  impcriations,  without 
regard  to  Ihe  cxisiiDg  tariff,  or  add  it  to  the  bur- 
den that  now  exists  upon  necessaries!  It  seems  to 
me  to  be  only  necessary  to  state  these  propositions 
to  enable  gentleman  to  choose  between  them;  and 
I  am  astonished  that  there  Is  any  diversity  of  judg- 
ment upon  the  iubject.  A  tax  upon  luxuries  will 
fall  principally  opon  tbe  wealthy  and  the  prodigal; 
nor  have  they  been  cheapened  to  any  person  since 
they  have  been  admitted  almost  free.  The  consa- 
mers  of  necej>aries  may  well  object  to  any  more 
burdens  npoh  ihem  until  luxuries  are  made  to  pay 
at  leait  equivalent  duties;  and  this  would  seem  to 
be  more  ageeable  to  tbe  South,  since  tbey  would 
fall  equally  upon  every  section  of  the  United  States 
aecoiding  to  its  consumption.  But  put  tbem  opon' 
articles  similar  to  those  made  in  our  Northern 
manufactories,  and  you  necessarily  increase  tbe 
pries  of  ihe  products  of  that  portion  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  and  give  them  a  profit  not 
shared  by  those  whose  indtutry  is  not  employed  in 
the  same  pursuits. 

Bat  the  North  does  not  insist  upon  this.  Its  en- 
lightened representatives  on  this  floor,  in  a  spirit  of 
justice  and  good  feeling,  have  most  'distinctly  ex- 
pressed their  concurrence  in  the  project  of  im- 
posing upon  all  luxuries  the  same  rate  of  duties 
as  now  exist  upon  protected  articles;  or  ihey  are 
willing  for  the  additional  burden  to  be  thrown  upon 
tbe  latter,  at  the  option  of  gentlemen  from  other 
sections  of  the  Union.  It  is  a  principle  of  justice, 
and  wise  policy  too,  that  all  taxes  ought,  as  far  as 
practicable,  to  be  paid  according  to  the  ability  of 
those  upon  whom  they  are  imposed.  1  avow  my- 
self in  favor,  then,  of  the  amendment  of  ihe  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Barnard,]  which  pro- 
poses to  borrow  ten  millions  of  dollars  by  direct 
loan,  and  to  Uy  duties  upon  laxuries,  to  meet  the 
deficiency  in  our  revenue.  A  direct  loan  is  al- 
ways the  most  hone?t,  and  would  now  be  the 
cheapest  mode  of  raising  the  money.  It  is  a  lran> 
action  without  any  concealment  or  mystification, 
and  overily  informs  the  people  of  the  true  condi- 
tion of  the  Treasury.  Tbe  issue  of  Trca-ury  notes 
is  an  indirect  and  insidious  mode  of  borrowing 
money.  It  has  been  chosen  duriag  the  last  four 
years  for  the  purpose,  and  is  well  calculated  lo 
evade  responsibility,  and  lo  hide  from  the  people 
the  real  condition  ol  their  affairs.  How  many  Ame- 
rican cllizecs,  particulaly  Iriends  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, will  credit  the  statement  that,  by  the 
agency  of  Treasury  notes,  it  has,  since  1837, 
borrowed  $25,000,000;  and,  by  the  bill  now  ander 
consideration,  is  propusinT  $5,000,000  of  addiiinual 
loan.  It  ought  only  to  be  atiempted  when  all  the 
nsual  modes  of  borrowing  money  have  failed.  In- 
stead of  alleviating,  it  increases  tbe  burdens  npon 
the  Treasury,  by  charging  it  wiih  the  interest 
which  the  notes  bear,  and  all  the  heavy  incidental 
•zpenses  of  tb\»ir  issu?.    Bm  whea  itare  b«s  been 


a  growing  dtficiency  of  the  levenne  for  four  years, 
and,  in  addiiion  to  its  annual  produce,  Mr.  Vaa 
Bnren  has  expended  twenty-five  millions  of  Trea- 
sury notes,  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposites 
with  the  Sia'.es,  amounting  to  upwards  of  sine  mil- 
lions, Ihe  surplus  of  more  than  six  miilions  which 
was  in  tbe  Treasury  n'hen  be  came  into  office,  the 
seven  millions  of  Government  s'ock  in  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  being  an  segregate  of 
extraordinary  means  of  more  than  $47,000,000; 
and  when  the  ordinary  receipt;  of  tbe  Treasury 
are  about  to  fall  off  $10,000,000  annually,  and 
the  cuudition  of  ibe  country  and  its  great  interests 
are  in  such  a  deplorable  condition— ^for  the  Presi- 
dent and  his  finance  Secretary  to  propose  no 
retnedy  for  this  state  of  things  but  another  i<!sae 
of  five  millions  of  Treasury  notes,  and  for  the 
majority  of  Congress  to  refuse  any  other  provision 
for  it,  prove  an  enormity  of  faction,  a  flagitions 
desertion  Of  duty,  a  reckless  disiegard  of  con- 
scqueDcef,  that  ought  to  draw  upon  tbem  tbe  an- 
mitigated  reprobatitin  of  tbe  whole  American  peo- 
ple. When  the  friends  of  the  next  Administra- 
tion became  dominant  in  Congress,  dtey  will 
march  steadily  forward  to  meet  wery  proper  re- 
sponsibility. Whilst  they  always  have  been,  and 
never  will  cease  to  be,  animated  by  true  principles 
of  economy,  they  are  not  to  be  frightened  from 
their  propriety  by  a  senseless  cry  ab^at  iu  They 
understand  that  governmental  economy  does  not 
consist  in  expending  the  smallest  sums  of  money, 
but  in  producing  tbe  greaiett  amount  of  necessary 
and  useful  results  from  tbe  same  means.  They 
have  seen  ttiis  nation,  with  tight  hearty  good  will, 
pouring  forth  conntless  treasure  to  vindicate  her 
rights  and  to  redress  her  wrongs;  and  they  are 
proudly  conscious  that  their  constiinenis  will  hold 
them  now  to  the  performance,  within  tbe  Constita- 
lion,  of  every  thing  that  thall  be  required  by  their 
safety,  iheir  prosperity,  their  honor;  their  glory. 
Whilst  we  avowour  willingness  ta  raise  millions 
for  those  high  and  necsssary  purposes,  we  pro- 
claim not  one  cent  for  {poils  and  plunder. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  NJSBET, 

OF  GEORQIA, 
in  the  Howe  ef  Rtj/rtttnUtieti,  Janwrg  23, 1841. 
On  the  Treasury  Note  bill. 
Mr.  Chaibman:  I  voted  during  the  last  session 
of  Congress  for  tbe  issue  of  Treasury  notes.    I 
was  then  satisfied  of  the  power  of  the  Legislatnre 
to  contract  a  loan  upon  this  plan.    I  am  still  con- 
vinced of  tbe  power.    I  can  now  see  ao  constitu- 
tional objection  to  it.    Having  then  presented  my 
.views  upon  this  subject,  to  that  argument  I  have 
nothing  to  add,  and  from  it  nothing  to  subtract.    I 
was  willing  then  to  exercise  the  power,  avowing 
that,  because  of  the  seduciive,  easy,  and  deceptive 
character  of  this  mode  of  raising  money,  it  should 
be  resorted  lo  with  great  care,  and  only  in  cases  of 
extreme  necessity.    Such  a  case,  I  believed,  was 
then  presented.    The  Qovernmeot  was,  as   was 
conceded  on  every  hand,  npon  the  verge  of  bank- 
roptcy.    She  could  not  wait  for  any  less  rapid 
measure  of  extrication  than  the  prompt  one  pro- 
posed.   I  was  cunsurained  to  come  lo  the  rescue  of 
tbe  Treasury,  and  relieve  it  from  monetary  and  po-  - 
lilical  diihonor.     The  obligations  of  patriotism, 
irrespective  of  all  party  views,  required  it.    In  a 
Uke  case  of  emergency,  my  conduci  will  be  of  like 
character.    Wheiher,  therefore,  I  »hall  vote  for  the 
bill  now  before  the  committee,  depends  opon  the 
necessity  which  may  be  shown  now  to  exist  to  raise 
fire  millions  of  dollars  at  once.  It  is  itot  questioned 
that  tbe  Ooveinuent  will  need  this  aiim  in  addition 
to  the  revenues  which  will  accrue  from  all  ordi- 
nary sources  during  the  year  1841.    Tbe  chairman 
of  the  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Johis]  admits  that 
there  will  be  a  deficiency,  but  calls  it  ten  porary, 
and  assures  us  that  it  will  be  reimbursed  in  the  last 
quarter's  income.    The  Snsretary  of  the  Treasury 
takes  similar  grounds.    Indeed,  the  very  proposi- 
tion of  tbe  officer^  of  finance  to  borrow  money  as- 
sumes both  the  want  and  the  inability  of  the  osaal 
resources  to  supply  it.    To  justify  my  support, 
however,  I  shall  require  the  gentlemen  to  show  ibat 
the  exigencies  of  the  Treasury  are  so  imperiont 
that  tbey  cannot  await  tbe  pfOOfts  ff  g  jp«iiuiiaiv$ 
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mnd  wise  system  of  rerenne.  This  thej  will 
Kkreely  be  able  to  show:  for,  bowersr  deeply  the 
GoTenment  may  hare  been  involved  by  the  ab- 
mud  and  lemporizing  expedienis  and  experiments 
of  Mr.  Van  Baten  and  bis  fMends,  I  believe  it  may 
be  relieved  withoat  resort  to  a  msasore  of  always 
donbtfol  expediettcy. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  propoee  to  diseuss  the 
financial  administration  of  the  party  now  expiring. 
I  do  not  intend  to  show  np  its  errors  of  theory,  and 
its  ialldelity  in  praetioe-^to  demonstrate  the  exist- 
ence of  a  nattonal  d^bt — the  amonnt  or  the  mode 
of  its  origin  and  aagmentation.  I  do  mot  propose 
to  analyze  the  mystic  and  oracular  report  of  the 
Secretary,  whose  external  aspect  is  so  fair,  and 
whose  secret  meanings  are  so  various  and  preg- 
nant Other  gentlemen  have  done  all  this.  That 
the  Government  is  in  debt  is  a  postulate — the  only 
mooted  points  are  the  amounts  and  the  mode  of 
payment.  The  amonnt  has  been  variously  esti- 
mated from  eight  to  sixteen  millioDs  of  dollars.  It 
is  to  the  manner  in  which  the  money  ^hould  be 
raited  to  discbarge  this  debt,  and  also  for  the  usual 
purposes  of  the  Government,  that  I  propose  ad- 
dressing myself.  This  inquiry  is  imporunt,  be- 
cause it  involves  the  permanent  financial  system 
of  the  coming  Administration;  and  to  Southern 
statesmen,  the  vital  question,  how  far  and  in  what 
form  the  revenue  is  to  be  raised  by  duties  on  im- 
ports. The  tariff,  the  compromise  act,  the  rights 
and  feelings  of  the  South,  are  therefore  brought  in- 
to die  discussion.  '  Upon  the  question  of  a  reviuon 
of  the  tariff,  nor  as  to  the  origin,  effect,  and  main- 
tenaaoe.of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1833,  known  as 
Aeeoihpromise,  woald  I  have  said  one  word,  bat 
for  the  course  of  argument  and  remark  indulged  in 
1^  my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Rbktt.] 
To  him  I  hope  to  be  able  to  reply  successfully. 

Sir,  as  a  membtr  of  the  Harrison  party,  I  would 
discard  shifts  and  financial  subterfuges.  I  am  for 
adopting,  in  the  very  outset  of  the  new  Adminis- 
traUon,  a  system  which  will  pay  the  debt  entailed 
apon  the  Stale,  and  keep  her  out  of  debt— a  system 
that  shall  be  equal  to  a  supply  in  a  uniform  way  of 
all  the  wants  of  an  economical  Administration. 
The  reliance  of  this  Govetement  lor  revenue  is 
upon,  1st,  the  public  domain;  3d,  direct  taxation; 
and  3di  iinposts.  Should  the  tisage  of  the  Oovern- 
ment  for  past  years,  in  relation  to  the  public  lands, 
eontinne  to  be  its  poliqr  for  years  to  come,  and  they 
should  b«  brought  into  market  on  the  most  favora- 
ble terms,  reasoning  item  the  past  to  the  future, 
three  million  dollars  must  be  (he  extent  of  income 
from  that  quarter.  The  expenditures  of  the  Go- 
Yemment  cannot  fall  below  twenty  millions  an- 
nually. A  very  small  part,  therefore,  of  the 
annual  wants  of  the  State  call  be  realized  from 
the  public  domain.  But,  sir,  how  long  diall  we 
receive  this  small  revenue  from  lands)  Who 
shall  tell  us  the  destiny  of  the  vast  terri- 
tory of  the  Uniont  Who  so  seer-like  as  to  predict 
its  dispobitioni  A  few  yean  may  witness  the  total 
loss  of  this  magnificent  mine  of  wealth;  seatteied 
(o  the  winds,  dissipated  to  feed  the  aspirations  of 
tinhallowed  ambition;  a  bone  over  which  the  mad 
zealots  of  party  fight;  an  interest  which  we  may 
live  to  see  sold  to  buy  the  bauble,  the  Presidency, 
to  amuse  for  a  moment  some  spoiled  child  of  pow- 
er. The  new  States  claim  it  even  now  as  their 
own,  aiid  threaten  to  seize  it  with  the  strong  arm  of 
their  oumnmbering  representation  under  the  next 
.eensos.  And  leaders  of  party — one  at  least- 
would  conciliate  this  Warwick  power  of  seitiog  op 
and  pulling  down  Presidents,  by  substantially  giv- 
ing what  it  asks,  and  traiisferriog  the  tide  to  these 
lunds  to  the  new  States  in  whicn  they  lie,  allrging 
Ma  a  reason  that,  if  we  do  not  give  them  the  lands, 
they  will  soon  have  the  power  to  take  ihem;  thas 
violating  a  Unst  to  avoid  a  robbery.  Or  this  rich 
l<!gacy  of  the  old 'States,  either  given  in  their  mnni- 
ficenee,  or  bought  with  their  blcod  and  treasiirr, 
may  be  squandered  by  a  f  pendthrift  trustee  in  pre- 
evption  privileges  to  foreign  immignnuo,  invited 
by  Democratic  cupidity  for  power  to  come  and  rule 
over  Ds,  and  paid  out  of  a  fund  not  its  own  to 
stamp  upon  our  system  either  the  impulsiveness  of 
revolutionary  mobs  or  the  despotism  of  European 
dynsstica.  Or,  it  may  be,  the  States,  disfrnstini 
i>ftd«l^  of  the  Govwrnnant  in  the  m«na{en«Bt 


of  this  trust  fond,  all  charges  upon  it  having  been 
paid,  will  divide  its  proceeds,  as  they  have  a  light 
to  do,  equitably  among  themselves, 

I  will  not  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  pat>;e  to  dis- 
cuss, as  others  have  dohe,  the  distribution  bill  of 
Mr.  Clat.  Sufficient  to  the  day  will  be  the  du- 
ties it  may  biing  with  it.  I  advert  to  these  mea- 
sures, in  relation  to  ihe  public  laoffii,  for  the  tole 
purpose  of  showing  thai  from  them  we  have  no 
certainty  of  deriving  revenue  to  any  amount  what- 
ever.* 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  is  the  only 
statesman  of  the  age  who  has  approved  direct  tax- 
.ation,  in  time  of  peace,  as  a  moide  of  raising  the 
public  moneys.  He  stands  alone  in  this  regard. 
He,  with  his  usual  independence  of  thought  ani 
action,  bas  ventured  to  recommend  direct  taxes  in- 
stead of  indirect  taxation  by  duties  on  imports. 
But,  sir,  his  system  is  revoliiBg  to  the  feeling  of 
our  free  people.  They  abhor  it  with  all  its  odious 
machinery  and  throng  of  gatherer;;  its  Ezectitive 
patronage,  its  expensive  execution,  and  its  cruel 
exaciions.  Tt  is  true  that  it  may  be  plausibly  said 
of  it  that  it  is  the  only  plan  of  apportioning  taxes 
with  mathematical  equality  among  the  people;  that 
it  adjusts,  rightly,  the  proportions  of  property  and 
taxauon.  Bat,  sir,  however  fair  may  appear  the 
reatoning  of  its  friends,  when  drawn  out  wm  all 
the  aid  of  ignres,  it  is  still  true  that,  in  a  political 
sense,  the  scheme  has  the  effect  of  vastly  aogment- 
ing  Ihe  taxes  of  A  and  B  against  their  eonseat,  and 
of  difflkBiibiog  those  of  C  and  D,  which,  uoder  a 
different  system,  they  pay  willingly.  Taxation  by 
impo&ts  is  a  voluntary  system  to  a  great  ezteni;  by 
direct  imposition,  ene  of  constraiat.  The  foroier 
levies  its  contributions  upon  consompiioo,  which 
is  great  or  small,  according  to  the  means  of  the 
citizen,  his  whim  or  caprice,  hLi  luxurious  excesses, 
or  his  necessary  warns.  All  the  tax  which  the  citi- 
zen pays  over  and  above  his  necessary  consumption 
is  paid  voluntarily;  whereas  the  tax  which  the  law 
directly  levies  must  be  paid  with  or  without  con- 
sumption. If,  indeed,  direct  taxation,  in  time  of 
peace,  were  right  in  principle,  it  would  be  in  vain 
to  attempt  its  adoption.  You  might  as  well  expect 
t«  stamp  leprosy  upon  the  body  physical,  as  direct 
taxes  upon  the  body  politic  of  this  nation. 

Whenever,  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  need 
more  money  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of 
the  GovErnment,  we  must  resort  to  imposts.  This 
is  the  ancient,  well-approved  means,  adopted  by 
the  wise  fathers  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  perse- 
vered in  by  every  Administration  from  Washington 
to  Van  Buren.  Gentlemen  decry  increased  duties 
as>at  war  with  S:ate  right  tenets.  They  cry  tariff  I 
tariff!  and  vainly,  as  I  believe,  strive  to  stir  up  the 
South  upon  Ibis  ancient  alarm  note.  Sir,  this  un- 
reasoning, illiberal  panic  device  has  lost  its  power 
at  the  South.  .  Its  day  has  gone  by;  we  have  be- 
come so  accustomed  to  the  "extraordinary  crises" 
of  certain  political  leaders,  that  they  are  held  pretty 
much  as  periodical  matters  of  coarse.  For  myself, 
1  have  thrown  off  the  shell  of  my  political  immatu- 
rity, and  haply  feel  able  to  run  or  fly  on  my  own 
accouDi.  Nor  is  my  State,  sir,  in  the  leading- 
strings  of  any  self-constituted  director.  She  is  free 
in  bet  opinions  as  the  \rinds  of  her  own  mountains, 
and  steadfast  as  their  granite  fcundaiions. 

I  shall  show,  sir,  I  trust,  that  I  advocate  no  tariff 
for  protection;  on  the  contrary,  that  the  course  I 
recommend  is  the  best  guaran'y  against  it.  The 
people  who  sent  me  here  are,  as  they  ever  have 
been,  utterly  opposed  to  a  tariff  for  protection. 


'The  public  lands  were  either  ceded  by  the  Stales  within 
whose  limits  they  lay  to  the  GsDeral  GoTerDmen^  orpurchand 
(is  Florida  and  Louisiana)  with  the  commoo  fun^  In  moe;  of 
Ihecompactsofcasnoiiiitisaiipulatediltalthaludiare  lo  Iw 
applied  to  the  payment  of  tin  national  debt;  aud,  when  that  is 
discharged,  shall  be  held  by  tin  GoTernroent  ror  the  nse  of 
Uie  United  Suies.  In  the  treaty  of  cession  between  Georgia 
and  the  GoTeroinent  of  1802^  by  which  she  relinquished  the  vast 
territory  which  constitutes  the  greater  pan  of  Alabama  and 
Mississippi,  it  is  provided  that  ins  lands  shan  be  charged  Kith 
Ihe  payment  of  sl.25U.000,  and  the  coits  of  a  few  grants,  and 
ehall  then  b«  held  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  beraclf  in- 
cluded. So  that,  according  to  tliese  compacts,  particularly  that 
of  (Georgia,  the  chafgeaon  ilw  land  being  satisiSed,  it  ii  clearly 
ilu  right  of  tiM  OoTemment,  if  Ibougbt  advisable,  to  distribute 
it*  proceeds  among  the  Siaiss.  All  coniroTersy,  however,  as  Ip 
the  power  of  Congress  over  ilie  Isrhiory  of  the  Ijniied  States  Is, 
to  my  mind,  sealed  by  the  Ooastiluik«,  wbieh  In  wnd%  etodiss 
Coagrea*  with  Ui«pown  V)  iiMfm  PfllwttilllorT  of  lb*  yaitid 


That  opposition  is  stern,  unttinchiDg,  and  l•iv(^ 
sal,  ami  in  times  to  come  will  know  bo  abaieMcH. 
No  one  fr6m  the  South  has  advocated  a  tariff  fe 
protection. ,  My  able  friend  from  South  Cars£aa 
[Mr.  Tbompsoh]  has  yielded  noanti  tariff  friaeipk, 
audi  am  at  a  loss  |o  perceive  why  all  thataft 
about  a  new  tariff.  If  it  be  to  aronae  in  tdrMCs 
public  indignation  against  duties  on  iDiwieste 
revenue,  and  thus  forestall  the  public  jodgmfai,  I 
am  sure  that  gentlemen  will  probably  fail  of  iat 
object.  My  constituents,  at  least,  have  the  powc 
to  discriminate  between  low  duties  for  reveBiiie,u< 
high  duties  for  protection. 

I  am,  sir,  a  strict  constructionist — a  very  sBiti 
eonstmctiottist;  a  Pharisee  of  the  Pharisees.  Ai 
State  right  principle^  I  ptofess  have  been  bwgtt 
into  disrepute  by  the  fierce  extravagance  of  okia 
leaders.  As  by  some  expounded,  ib^  beeeae 
wholly  impracticable,  and,  if  at  ail  availaible,  aata 
our  system  of  Government  too  feeble.  It  ii  ihs 
habit  of  one  distingoi>hed  name  to  bring  aiaeM 
every  proposed  power  of  the  Federal  GorenBcat 
within  the  range  of  a  eonsitntional  doubt,  aadthv 
nullify  its  indu^pensable  action.  Mo  onesaJains 
himself  with  more  dialectical  ability;  he  decb  his 
sopbisiries  in  the  beautiful  robes  of  genios,  aid 
gives  to  them  emphasis  and  impressiveness  by  the 
fiery  zeal  of  his  advocacy.  Be  is  still  aa  uasaA 
leader,  beoatise  the  past  has  piovea  that,  witk  ihe 
same  masterly,  ability,  he  has  sostaiaed  the  most 
antagonist  policy.  He  is  a  ehangeliag;  and  has 
the  infirmity  of  being  uncoDseioos  of  it,  or  iha 
hardihood  to  deny  it  io  the  face  of  the  taoddmo** 
strative  proof.  His  coarse  is  still  a  blazingtiack 
in  the  firmament  of  politics;  like  the  meteor,  hav- 
ing no  established  oibi',  bat  wheeling  mdly 
athwart  the  firmament 

My  idea  of  Slate  rights  is  to  deny  to  the  G» 
vemment  all  powers  not  expressly  granted,  aad  u 
exercise  fearlessly  and  freely  those  that  arr.  Hoc 
am  I  willing,  with  metsphysisal  subtleties,  to  lefiis 
upon  the  conceded  powers  until  iheir  utility  ii  rea- 
soned away.  Then,  tir,  the  power  to  lay  imfon 
is  expressly  granted.  I  am  now  ready,  under  the 
restrictions  1  propose  to  soggrst,  to  nse  it 

Before  entering  upon  this  branch  of  my  aiga- 
ment,  allow  me  tn  digress  but  for  a  momeai,  for  the 
purpose  of  saying  that  the  wasteftil  expeaditucs  of 
this  Administration  are  lo  be  attributed,  ia  ymt,  to 
a  careless  or  merely  partisan  selection  of  disboyag 
agents;  and  ^that  this  i^  fully  proven  in  the  vast 
sums  exptnded  in  the  conduct  of  the  Seminole  war. 
The  proximity  of  my  own  State  to  the  Florida  Uk, 
and  the  part  her  citizens  have  borne  in  the  ■afo' 
ingsof  thft  disattrous  and  doomed  conliei,  eta- 
flict,  consliain  me  to  know  and  condeau  its  aa- 
nagemenf.  My  own  State  has  not  beenempi 
from  savage  incursion,  her  villages  have  beea  a 
some  instances  burnt,  and  her  households  bwcheied. 
To  us  the  parent  Government  has  extended  no  pn- 
tection.    Our  own  chivalry  has  repelled  ihe  fee. 

As  to  Florida,  after  years  of  suffering,  she  is  atiS 
the  victim  of  Indian  craft  and  cruelty;  of  Federal 
.incompetency  or  carelessness.  Her  hinds  are  un- 
tilled,  and  her  tropical  fields  yidd  ao  Craiia.  The 
war-whcop  wakes  ;the  slumber  of  infant  UMS 
death;  manhood  and  feminality  are  alike  dMieaee- 
less.  The  cottage  of  the  woodtman  and  the  palass 
of  Ihe  rich  planter  crumble  before  the  torcb  of  lbs 
incendiary.  The  blood  of  the  bravest  and  basi  has 
mingled  with  her  yet  nnconquered  soil.  And  stOI 
the  Yemasee  warrior  lingers  in  his  lair.  The  S^ 
mioole  bardes  still  roam  over  her  plMBa,orikBlk 
in  her  everglades.  The  war  still  ragat^aadik* 
people  soffer.  These  sufferings  are  so  cmumb, 
that  they  seem  of  late  lo  attract  no  skitentioa.  aad 
command  no  sympathy.  The  complaints  cf  Flori- 
da reach  not  the  ear  of  power;  her  agonies  loach 
not  the  hearts  of  her  rnleis.  Money  enoarh  has 
been  expended  iu  conqoering  these  maraadisg  n- 
vages  to  clothe  the  Teriitoiy  in  the  Uocmaad 
beauty  of  art,  science, and  religion— a  richer  Wooa 
by  far  than  ihat  whic.'i  a  genial  climate  begets  upoo 
her  woods  and  fields.  I  make  ibese  remarks,  sir, 
not  alone  to  record  my  condemnation  of  ifae  fi:A, 
buT,  if  possible,  also  lo  ^list  sympathylor  thsff 
tare. 

Assuming  that  (here  is  a  dat^t  of  ihaOovemaMBi 
to  be  pat^  and  that  the  iiii»na  ji  aot  c^uilla  Hh 


Jan.  1841.                      « 

APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE.  . 

S61 

86th  CoMa.>>.2NS  Sess. 

Treasury  Note  Bill— Mr.  Nisbet. 

H.  ot  RefM. 

wants  of  ihe  QovernmcBt,  it  is  my  conviction  that 
lesort  mntt  be  had  (o  aa  increase  of  duties  upon 
Iniaries,  wbieb,  hj  the  compromise  act,  are  free, 
or  bear  a  leu  rate  of  daty  than  90  per  wai.  Such 
an  ineresM  will  not  be  in  riolation  of  that  act,  bat 
in  compliance  with  one  ot  its  express  stipolations. 
I  do  not  make  void,  bat  establish  the  compromise. 
And  the  great  reason  why  I  woold  thas  early  com- 
mence the  imposition  of  duties  is,  that  the  act  of 
1833,  not  merely  until  its  own  limitations  shall  re- 
^al  it,  but  ihrongb  generations  to  come,  in  all  its 
Bonservative  sijpnlstions,  may  become  the  perma- 
nent policy  of  the  coaniry. 

Before  proceeding  to  show  that  an  increase  of 
lalies  is  provided  for  in  the  act  of  1833,  I  beg 
leave  to  say  that  I  consider  that  act  in  the  light  of 
I  compact,  and  that  Souihern  interests,  more  if 
possible  than  Northern,  reqaire  it  lo  be  so  held, 
ind  as  such  religionsly  maintained.  It  is  an 
igreemeni  founded  in  conceisioB.  It  provides 
(oaranties  in  behalf  of  the  free  trade  principles  of 
ibe  Sonih.  It  originated  in  an  imperious  political 
itdestiiy;  it  was  devised  in  wise  and  pa'rioticconn- 
lels;  and  its  result  was  the  arrest  of  civil  strife  in 
.18  ineipiency.  I  need  not  rjeoiie  its  history,  dc' 
>iet  the  evils  it  prevented,  or  aggravate  the  dangers 
o  oar  Union  which  it  avoided.  The  passions  of 
hat  day  have  cooled  down,  and  we  may  look 
ladc  upon  it  with  rrason's  unclouded  eye.  The 
hea  dense  cloud  of  war,  and  the  fegs  and  winds 
md  lightnings  which  it  engendered,  have  passed 
kway,  and  we  now  see,  not  darkly,  but  truly,  the 
^Ihieal  beaveiw  and  earth.  That  was  in  fact  a 
srisis.  Alt  men  felt  it  to  be  so.  And  in  its  mo- 
iKift  of  tttmest  and  most  fearful  interest  the  mas- 
er  spirit  of  that  day  came  to  us,  the  bird  of  reeon- 
nliaiion,  with  the  olive  bough  in  his  beak.  The 
iery  and  piond  spirits  of  the  'South  accepted  the 
tverture  of  harmony,  and  this  act  was  the  result. 
t  is  an  agreement,  sir,  not  to  subsist  for  its  term 
)f  legislative  being  only,  but  settling  principles  of 
lerpeioal  oMigaiion.  The  gentleman  who  has 
list  taken  his  teat  [Mr.  Rnirr]  denies  that  it  is 
ibligaiory  npon  us.  He  says,  and  says  truly,  that 
he  yongress  of  1833  could  not  bind  that  of  1841; 
md  that  the  act  is  now  subject  to  repeal.  Sir,  I 
mow  one  Congress  by  a  mere  act  of  legislation, 
ainnot  bind  aoother.  The  gentleman  is  right 
eehnically;  bat,  sir,  the  act  of  '33  is  binding  in  a 
ligber  view  of  the  subject.  It  is  obligatory  ac- 
«rding  to  all  the  requirements  of  good  fsith,  honor, 
,ad  honesty.  In  wbai  littht  did  the  men  of  that  day 
iew  ii7  Did  not  the  Nulllfirrs  of  South  Carolina 
lecept  it  as  satisfactory]  Did  they  not  haul  down 
heir  palmetto  banner,  rescind  their  ordinances, 
ind  disband  their  forcest  Yen,  sir,  they  did.  And 
t  was  upon  sufficient  consideration;  or  otherwise 
hey  are  open  to  the  imputation  of  abandoning  le- 
rtantly  ibe  lofty  ground  they  bad  taken. 

[Mr.  Rbstt  here  remarked  that  Mr.  Calhoan 
.vowed,  »t  the  time  of  its  passage,  that  he  did  not 
«ld  the  act  of  '33  so  far  obligatory  as  not  to  be 
abject  to  repeal  or  modification.] 

It  matters  not,  sir;  he  accepted  it,  and  so  did 
lis  friends;  and  they  have  acquiesced  in  its  provi- 
ions  from  that  day  to  this — all,  sir,  except  my 
riend,  [Mr.  Rrbtt  ]  He,  I  know,  never  did  ac- 
«pt  it. ,  Ha,  (to  xrn  a  phrase  peculiar  to  a  man  at 
b«  other  end  of  this  Capitol,)  "solitary  and  alone," 
esiated,  in  the  midst  of  his  frienils,  the  rescinding 
be  eelebrated  Carolina  ordinances.  He  is,  there- 
ore,  now  consistent 

Viewing  it,. then,  as  a  compact,  one  of  its  stipo- 
ationB  is  in  the  following  werd>,  to  wit: 

"PmUed,  Tbt  noiliiiig  henin  contained  ihall  bs  m>  eoo- 
miadastopnTratlbs  paaaige  ofanT  act  prior  to  tl»  SOtli 
tT  of  JwM,  t8<2,  In  tlie  coDilogMwj  aitber  or  ezcMa  or  dcfi- 
ianeT  <ir  ravanoa,  altariof  the  ratea  of  ilatiea  on  aniclaa  whieli, 

?lha  aferaailit  act  of  14in  Julv,  1032,  are  auljeci  to  a  laaa  rkta 
dnlT  dian  SO  par  cedl.  ad  TUoraai,  in  auch  manner  aa  nut  to 
zcaadihat  nua,  and  aoaa  u  adjust  ilia  reTenaa  to  elihar  of  laid 
ODtiocMieiaa."— iSiM  <ec.  &  act  l8Si. 

The  30th  June,  1849,  is  the  time  at  which  the 
lompEomise  act  expires.  Before  that  lime,  you 
tereeive,  sir,  that  provision  is  made  for  altering 
he  rate  of  dnties,  in  ihe  contingency  of  excess  or 
lefteieney  of  revenue;  that  is,  if  before  the  30ib  of 
lone,  184^,  the  wants  of  ihe  Qovemment  should  re- 
luire  more  money  than  would  be  raised  under  the  act, 
•roTision  it  made  for  supplying  that  want  by  the 
mpoaitiva  «f  »ddi(ioBiil  daticf.    Not  onlj  so,  b«t 


the  act  iuelf  prescribea  the  articles  npon  which  the 
duties  shall  be  imposed,  and  limits  the  height  of 
them.  Such  is  the  contract  The  contingency  an- 
ticipated has,  in  fact,  occurred;  there  is  a  deficiency 
of^  revenue;  Ihe  debts  of  the  Oovemment  cannot 
be  paid.  Indeed,  independent  of  any  debt,  the  or- 
dinary wants  of  an  economical  Administration  can- 
not be  supplied  by  the  revenue  which  is  forthcom- 
ing under  the  act.  The  ivcome  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  still  to  be  redoced  by  the  necessary  opera- 
tion of  that  act  because  it  cuts  down  all  duties,  by 
30ih  Jane,  1849,  to  20  per  cent.  Each  following 
year,  the  deficiency  will  increase,  necessarily,  until 
1849.  And,  making  all  allowance  for  increased 
importaiioni,  I  have  no  idea  bat  that  the  deficiency 
in  both  1841  and  1842  will  be  very  great.  Now,  sir, 
it  is  to  supply  this  deficiency,  and  pay  the  national 
debt,  that  1  would  lay  new  duties.  Are  we  not  per- 
mitted, nay,  sir,  is  it  not  one  of  the  imperative  ob- 
ligations of  the  compact,  to  do  sol  What  becomes, 
then,  of  the  idea  of^geoiIemcB,  that  we  interfere 
with  the  compromise.  These  demonstrations,  I  ajH 
prehend,  are  designed  only  to  excite  a  uniform  op- 
position to  what,  I  trust,  will  be  the  policy  of  the 
Harrison  party  in  relation  to  revenue.  Tbat  poli- 
cy, I  believe,  ought  and  will  be  to  raise  the  money 
necessary,  by  imposts  npon  luxuries  that  are  un- 
protected, in  addition  to  the  amount  that  may  come 
in,  according  to  the  minimum  rates,  under  the  act 
of  1833.  It  would  seem,  sir,  that  the  mannfac- ' 
turers  themselves,  if  any  body,  ought  to  complain 
of  a  disregard  of  the  compromise;  yet  they  com- 
plain  not.  The^  complaint  comes  from  the  alarm- 
ists  of  the  South';  that  South  which,  I  am  prepared 
to  show,  holds  a  deeper  stake  in  the  solemn  gua- 
ranties of  the  compromise  than  any  other  section 
lOf  the  Union. 

1  By  Ihe  section  of  the  act  of  1833  which  I  have 
read,  you  will  perceive  that  the  articles  made  du- 
tiable by  new  legislation  are  snch  as,  by  the  act  of 
1839,  bear  a  less  rate  of  duty  than  90  per  cent,  ad 
valorem.  Upon  no  other  articles  can  you  lay  du- 
ties; and  it  is  only  npon  them,  or  rather  principally 
upon  such  articles  as  bear  no  duty,  tbdt  a  duty  is 
proposed  to  be  laid.  Of  ccurse,  no  free  article  is 
protected,  nor  are  such  as  bear  a  duty  of  less  than 
twenty  ptr  cent,;  for  ii  is  admitted  that  even  twen- 
ty per  cent  affords  no  prsteclion.  If,  therefore, 
you  this  day  readjust  the  duties  on  this  class  of  ar- 
ticles, you  pass  no  larifl'  act  for  protection;  and 
such  rate  of  duly  as  I  am  williog  to  lay,  such  as 
would  raise  ample  revenue,  would  not  at  all  afifect 
even  the  importation.  ^^ 

Those  articles  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  lay 
duties  are  silks  and  wines,  and.  some  others,  being 
laxurie!'.  The  importation  of  silks  from  France  is 
very  great  The  average  imports  from  France  and 
her  West  India  dependencies  annually  amount  to 
about  111,000,000.  Tnis  enormous  trade  pays  no 
tax.  It  would  seem  but  reasonable  from  this 
source  to  realize  revenue.  But  it  is  said  by  Ihe 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Bhett)  that 
a  duty  upon  silks  would  injure  the  South.  His  ar- 
gnmeitt  is  bridy  thist  A  duty  upon  goods  imported 
from  a  foreign  State  afiects  our  own, exports  to  that 
Slate,  by  reducing  them.  France  is  a  market  for 
the  cotton  of  the  South,  which  she  pays  fur  by 
sending  us  her  silks  and  wines;  if  we  tax  her  silks 
and  wine>,  it  will  operate  as  a  tax  upon  the  export 
of  cotton,  and  thereby  reduce  the  amount  of  it 

Let  us  look  into  this  argument,  and  see  how  far 
the  principle  assumed  be  true,  and  how  far  it  is  ap- 
plicable to  the  trade  between  Ihe  United  Stales  and 
France.  The  position,  I  conceive,  sir,  is  just  in 
two  contingencies.  If  the  duties  upon  the  imports 
are  so  large  as  to  amount  to  a  prohibition,  it  may 
be  conceded  at  once  that  it  will,  in  ordinary  cases, 
prevent  exportation;  or,  if  the  exports  and  imports 
are  eqial  lo  the  extent  diat  the  duty  diminishes  the 
importation  by  lessening  the  consumption,  will 
usually,  though  by  no  means  necessarily,  reduce 
the  export  Now,  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
seemed  lo  assume  that  we  propose  to  lay  such  a 
duty  on  silks  as  would  amount  to  a  prohibition, 
aftl  npon  that  assnmption  there  might  bis  force  in 
it  tvut  not  so;  no  one  has  dreamed  of  sack  a  do- 
ty. The  highest  rale  of  duty  suggested  by  any  one 
is  twems  per  cent^  and  I  believe  half  that  amount 
would  be  tufficient.   The  f  entlf  man  !>«*  -  wholly 


failed  to  show  that  such  duties  would  affect  at  all 
the  consumption  of  silks  in  the  United  States.  No, 
sir;  a  moderate  dnty  would  not  at  all  affect  Ibe  im- 
port, becauiC  the  consumption  would  be  undimi- 
nished. Our  belles  and  beauties,  oar  dames  and 
their  daughters,  will  still  flourish  in  flounces,  fur- 
belows and  silks. '  The  wealthy,  who  are  the  con- 
sumers mainly  of  silk  goods,  would  not  regard  a 
small  increase  of  price.  Pride,  fashion,  and  van^ 
ty ,  would  still  ask  iheir  snppUes,  and  take  no  de- 
nial. 

If  the  gentleman  will  lay  dnty  on  no  article  that 
is  paid  for  in  whole  or  in  part  by  American  cot- 
tons, why  then  he  will  never  lay  one;  his  position 
will  drive  him  necessarily  from  imposis  to  direct 
taxation;  fbr  he  knows  well  that  cotton,  in  oar 
commerce  with  the  wotld,  pays,  in  some  degree, 
aitd  indeed  in  great  part,  for  all  our  imports. 
When  asked  by  his  coUeague  [Mr.  Trmipson]  lo 
name  an  article  that  vtaa  not  so  paid  for,  my  friend 
wa4  wisely  silent. 

Nor,  sir,  are  the  imports  from  and  exports  to 
France  so  nearly  equal  as  to  endanger  oar  cotton 
trade.  On  the  contrary,  the  balance  of  trade  is 
largely  against  us.  And  this  fact  mnst  demolidi 
wholly  the  argument  of  tbft  gentleman.  The  en- 
lire  export  from  the  United  States  to  France,  com- 
posed principally  of  cotton,  rice,  and.  tobacco, 
amounts  to  abotat  llSiOOOiOOO;  and  the  imporia- 
tiona  firom  France  and  her  West  India  dependen- 
cies to  about  133.000,000— leaving  a  balance 
against  us  of  |14,000,000;  which  batance  is  paid 
by  an  export  of  specie.  Now,  sir,  before  it  is  pos- 
sible le  affect  our  cotton  trade  with  France,  the 
consumption,  and,  consequently,  the  importation, 
of  her  silks  and  wines,  Ac.  must  be  r^nced  more 
than  114,000,000.  No  rale  of  duty  that  I  shall 
ever  consent  to  impose,  and  none  Usat  an  economi- 
cal Adminisiration  may  demand,  can  ever  Uius  les- 
sen the  importation  of  French  goods. 

Again,  sir,  the  cotton  which  we  E<yid  to  France 
is  consumed  by  her  own  people  principally,  and 
that  demand  most  continue  irrespective  of  any  fo- 
reign demand  for  her  silks  and  wines.  And  eon- 
ceding,  only  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  that  a 
dnty  as  proposed  would  lessen  the  consumption  of 
silks,  I  believe  in  the  same  ratio  would  it  increase 
the  consumption  of  cotton  fabrics.  If  silks  are  ex- 
cluded, cotton  will  become  the  apparel  of  the  rich 
as  well  as  the  poor.  We  are  under  no  obligation, 
either,  sir,  of  commercial  courtesy  to  France;  for 
she  levies  a  du^  at  her  own  ports  upon  American 
cottons — and  that  a  discriminating  duty,  it  being 
more  than  she  levies  upon  Egyptian  cotton. 

Now,  sir,  inasmuch  at  the  Oovemment  is  in 
debt,  you  must  either  pay  its  obligations  honestly  or 
continue  them  by  loans;  to  pay  them,  the  present 
and  prospective  income,  is  inadequate.  You  mntA, 
therefore,  open  up  new  sources  of  income.  What 
will  be  your  resorti  Doubtless  new  duties  npon 
imports;  and,  if  driven  to  thi^,  yon  are  to  dete> 
mine  whether  you  will  impose  them  upon  laxuriet, 
which  are  free,  or  increase  them  upon  necessaries, 
already  heavily  burdened;  that  is,  whether  you  wilt 
tax  the  rich  or  the  poor.  Will  you  grind  the  poor 
man's  face  by  your  legislation,  and  mollify  the 
sleek  cheek  of  wealth  with  the  oil  of  exemption^ 
Sir,  I  never  have  raised  shouts  to  poverty,  enlistiBg 
its  honest  zeal  in  behalf  of  either  men  or  measures 
— decrying  its  imaginary  oppressions  and  alienating 
the  different  orders  of  society.  I  have  never  la- 
bored to  arm  the  poor  against  the  rich,  to  array 
vice  against  virtue,  and  ignorance  against  know- 
ledge. I  have  considered  a  diversity  of  estate  an 
unavoidable  coftdition  of  all  social  organization, 
and  that  one  of  the  bi^iest  obligations  of  patriotism 
is  to  improve  all  grades,  and,  if  possible,  to  harmo- 
nize all  orders  of  men.  I  have  ever  claimed,  and 
shall  always  claim,  that  American  citizens  shall  be 
equal  under  the  law.  <  It  was  said  in  triumph  in 
France,  at  the  adoption  of  her  amended  constitn- 
lion,  "all  Frenchmen  are  equal  nnder  the  law."  It 
was  not  the  fact.  I  doubt  if  France  ever  realize* 
so  almost  divine  a  consummation.  We,tir,  with 
more  propriety,  claim  for  all  our  people  political 
equality.  We  practise,  with  nearer  approaches  to 
trnthfulnes!!,  the  sublime  doctrines  of  civil  eqaality; 
and  yet  we  have  not  attained  to  this  high  state  of  po- 
Uicat  perfe^tibiiitr,  Oqr  peo^e  fn  une^uiklljr  taxe4< 
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The  burdens  of  Oovframeiit  are  not  equal,  nor  ai* 
the  benefits.  The  laxaries  of  ihe  rich,  many  of 
ihem ,  piy  no  duty,  whilst  the  necessities  of  the  poor 
are  all  taxed.  By  the  uuriff  laws  of  thii  Onion,  the 
silken  drapery  which  envelopes  the  gorgeous  conch 
of  the  rich  man  pays  no  lax;  whilst,  ihe  cold  thin 
mattrcn  and  >cani  blanlHts  of  the  poor  bear  a  hea- 
vy duty.  Strange,  sir,  yet  true.  I  have  always 
considered  the  exemption  of  loxories  as  one  of  the 
anomalies  of  Republican  legislation;  and  havie 
wondered,  often  wondered,  bow  so  mnch  of  practi- 
cal oppression  could  have  been  so  long  tolerated. 
It  is  now  time  to  amend,  if  not  atone  lor,  the  er- 
rors of  Ihe  past. 

Oenilemcn  may  talk  of  reform;  we  invite  them 
to  the  work  here.  They  are  the  friends  of  Ihe  poor, 
now  is  the  time  most  gloriously  to  sigualize  iheir 
legaid.  We  ask  the  poor  man'^i  friend  lo  attest  the 
sineerliy  of  bis  professions  by  his  dreds.  The  wine 
that  gladdens  the  heart  of  wealth,  and  makelh  met- 
ry  the  board  of  his  festivity;  ihe  silks  nhich  high- 
bred women  wear;  and  the  spices  which  stimalate 
the  sated  palaie  of  the  lazarions  gourmaiid,  aie 
now  propped  to  be  moderately  taxed.  Sir,  you 
most  do  this,  or  raise  your  money  from  ihe  over- 
wroQght  muscles,  the  blood  and  bones  of  laborious 
poverty,  Wc  shall  see,  fir,  who  are  in  truth  the 
friends  of  ihe  poor. 

The  rate  of  daty  will  be  regulated  by  the  amount 
of  money  requirf  d.  I  have  already  staled  that  I 
am  opposed  to  all  dniies  bat  for  revenur;  and  I 
now  say  I  vill  vote  enly  fur  so  much  revenue  to  be 
raised  as  will  pay  the  expenses  of  an  economical 
administration-  The  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment ought  uid  I  hope  will  be  reduced.  We  are 
not  now  called  upon  to  vote  any  specific  amount  of 
dnt'es;  the  proposition  is,  that  the  Commiitee  of 
Ways  and  Means  be  instructed  to  report  what 
amount  may  be  required.  Sir,  whenever  this  bill 
is  brought  forward,  I  shall  not  support  it  if  it 
raises  one  dollaf  more  th^n  will  piy  the  national 
debt  »Ai  sustain  the  Government.  The  public 
debt  must  be  first  ascertained,  and  the  estimates  of 
the  expenditure  furnished.  I  am,  therefore,  pledged 
to  support  no  bill  which  does  not  fall  within  the 
position's  I  now  assume. 

The  member  from  South  Carolina  remarked 
tliat  be  was  at  a  loss  to  know  the  reason  why  du- 
ties were  now  proposed  to  be  laid,  nniil  he  heard  it 
alleged  in  the  Senate  that  more  revenue  would  be 
necessary  to  supply  the  deficit  in  Ihe  public  income, 
occasioned  by  ihe  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands.  For  myself,  I  am  iufinenced  by 
no  such  reason.  I  am  aware  that  it  is  iaid,  and 
reiterated  daily,  that  high  tariffs  and  profuse  ex- 
penditures, each  begetting  ibe  other,  will  be  among 
the  leading  measures  of  the  new  Administration. 
For  one,  I  do  not  believe  it.  Whether  the  distri- 
bntion  measure  prevails  or  not,  it  is  apparent  to  all 
that  the  Govarnment  must  have  more  means. 
That  necessity  ought  to  be,  by  candid  men,  consi- 
dered as  snificieat  reason  for  a  revision  of  our  im- 
post laws. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  been  greatly  surprised  to 
find  leading  Sonthem  statesmen  so  willisg  to  relax 
Ihe  obligaiions  of  the  compromise;  obligations  so 
essential  to  Southern  interests.  I  remarked  before 
that,  in  that  agreement,  are  to  be  found  the  stiong- 
est  guarantees  against  protective  duties.  In  it  are 
stipulations  conservative  of  Southern  principl?s. 
Whether  it  was  originally  just  to  the  South  or  not, 
it  is  useless  now  to  acquire.  She  has  acquiesced 
in  it,  and  so  have  the  mannficlurers.  Interests 
have  grown  up  under  it  which  w»  may  not  now 
lightfully  disturb;  the  benefits  provided  for  the 
Korth  have  been  secured.  The  manufacturing  in- 
terests, I  am  indaced  to  believe,  are  satisfied  with 
Ihe  piotectien  it  aflTards  them;  they  dtsire  no 
change.  And  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  con- 
ditions favorable  to  the  South  are  beginning  to  be 
operative.  Our  guarantees  are  now  to  be  availa- 
ble; and  shall  we  cast  ihem  off,  by  annulling  the 
compaeil  No,  sir;  rather  let  us  ratify  it  anew,  by 
now  acting  under  its  provisions.  What  are  some 
of  those  conservative  guarantees^  I  oall  your  at- 
tention to  one,  sir,  of  vast  moment,  which,  if  faith- 
fully observed,  will  qoiet  forever  the  exciting  and 
V)pic  of  prolective  duties.  One  of  the  covenants  of 
|)ie  contract  is,  that  "until  the  30th  June,  1843,  the 


duties  imposed  by  existing  laws,  as  modified  by 
this  act,  shall  remain  and  continue  to  b«  collected; 
and  'fVom  and  after  the  day  aforesaid,  such  duties 
shall  be  laid  for  the  purpose  of  raising  snch  reve- 
nue as  may  be  necessary  lo  an  economical  admi- 
Distraiion  of  the  Government." — ^3ee  3i  sec.  act 
1833. 

Now,  sir,  you  perceive  that,  by  virtue  of  the 
compromise  act,  it  is  the  sulnnn  pledge  of  ih«  par- 
ties thereto,  that,  from  and  alter  the  30ih  June, 
1843,  no  duties  shall  be  laid  but  for  revenue.  Not 
only  sr;  hot  that  ihe  amount  of  snch  revenue  shall 
be  limited  to  the  wants  of  an  economical  adminis- 
tration. 

The  principle  of  protection  is  discarded.  No 
one  can  rise  up  after  '43  and  a«k  for  protection. 
The  North  is  estopped.  The  Sonlh  can  point  to 
the  agreement,  and  demand  that  du'ies  shall  be 
limited  lo  purposes  of  revenue;  not  only  so,  but 
that  the  revenue  shall  not  exceed  the  limits  of  a 
jnst  economy,  A  powsr  to  lay  duties  for  revenue 
never  has  been  denied  to  Congress.  It  was  against 
a  perversion  of  this  power,  sir,  that  my  own  Slate 
and  all  the  South  rebelled.  '  It  was  the  doctrine  of 
protection,  as  held  by  the  manufacturers  and  those 
who  represented  them,  that  siirred  ihe  ire  of  my 
constituents  and  awakened  the  barniog  eloquence 
of  such  men  as  Cobb  and^Crawford,  McDuffie  and 
Hayne. 

Suppose,  sir,  that  these  principles  shall  prevail; 
that  the  compromise  is  observed;  that  duties  in 
times  to  come  shall  be  laid  only  for  revenne; 
where  is  the  politician  so  fastidious  as  to  complain? 
Will  not  peace  rule  in  our  councils,  and  fraternal 
feeling  pervade  all  section!')  If,  sir,  economy  in 
public  adairs,  which  shall  confine  appropriations 
to  constitutional  objects,  and  revenue  only  for  Ihe 
pabtie  wants,  are  the  guiding  stars  of  the  Harri- 
son Administration,  let  no  man  fear  that  the  ship  of 
State  will  not  sail  over  prosperous  seas  beneath  be- 
nignant (kies.  Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  yield 
the  obligatory  power  of  the  act  of  '33?  To  yield 
in  the  moment  of  victory  the  fruits  of  the  war;  to 
open  again  the  fountains  of  strife;  to  loose  the 
elements  of  commotion,  now  happily  tied  up;  and 
.  invite  the  storm  and  court  the  lempesil  Now  Is 
the  lime  for  the  Harrison  party  tn  identify  itself 
with  the  principles  of  that  act.  They  should  be 
now  affirmed;  we  ought  to  be  committed  upon 
them.  And  the  most  effectual  mode  of  ideatifica- 
tion  is,  lo  start  our  revenue  system  according  to  its 
provisions,  by  laying  duties  now  on  unprotected 
articles.  Now  is  Ibe  time  to  stereotype  the  com- 
promise. 

To  avoid  a  protective  tariff,  it  is  necessary  to 
condemn  it  before  the  compromise  expires.  I 
would  proclaim  it  to  the  people  of  my  own  Slate. 
I  desire  it  to  be  knuwn  all  over  that  runny  land, 
from  her  mountains  to  the  sea,  that  now  is  the 
lime  10  act  upon  this  great  question.  It  was  said 
in  the  late  canvass,  that  Harri*on,  the  bone.'t,  va- 
liant, and  successful  Whig  candidate,  was  a  tariff 
man.  The  reply  we  made,  sir,  was,  that  he  was 
in  favor  of  the  principles  settled  in  the  compromise. 
Upon  Ibis  explanaiion  we  triumphed.  And  now 
who  shall  object,  when  he  confirms  what  we  then 
said  of  bimi  Of  his  friends,  no  one;  of  his  ene- 
mies, of  course  alt. 

Wo  ^hould  not  wait  until  after  Jnne,  '43,  to 
arrange  ihe  revenne,  because  then  it  will  be  said, 
the  compromise  having  ceased  by  its  own  limita- 
tions, the  whole  subject  of  protection  is  open. 
Attempt,  then,  to  lay  imposts,  and  you  encounter 
the  confliciing  interests  of  the  whole  Union,  Every 
article  of  domestic  man nfaeinre  will  demand  pro- 
tection; capiial  will  wield  its  might  against  free 
trade;  .selfishness  will  clamor  for  legislative  boun- 
ties. Discriminate,  then,  yon  must.  Angry  pas- 
tions  will  again  mingle  in  your  ccunciis;  State  an* 
thority  may  again  array  itself  against  Federal  law; 
the  cannon  of  the  Union  may  'gain  be  pointed 
again&t  some  Sonthern  city,  and  there  may  be  nsne 
so  potent  as  to  command  the  jarring  elements  into 
peace.  . 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  LANE,  f 

OF  INDIANA.  ^y 

In  the  TJmae  nf  Rrpresentativti,  January  Hi,  1841. 
Mr.  CnAianAH:  I  had  not  intended  to  have  par- 


ticipated in  this  debate,  when  it  commeDced;  bat, 
from  the  wide  range  which  it  has  taken,  briagiBg 
within  its  scope,  as  it  does,  all  the  gremt  and  mo- 
menlons  queMions,  either  directly  or  remotely  con- 
nected with  it,  I  bnve  been  forced  by  a  aesn  of 
duty  to  those  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  repreient 
on  this  floor,  to  give  to  the  eommittea  and   to  the 
country  the  reasons  which  diall  govern  my  scmb 
on  the  measare  now  under  discassion.    Bat,  at,  I 
do  not  rue  to  address  yon  with  the  viin  expecta- 
tion of  influencing,  in  any  great  degree,  the  aciioa 
of  Ibe  honorable  members  of  this  Hoaae;  my  only 
object  is  to  give  my  views  in  relaiioft  to  tlkc  vari- 
ous and  important  meaiuires  which  now  engage  the 
attention  of  ih-s  committee  and  the  whole  coaaliy. 
I  ahall  not  debate  this  qnejtion  as  a  Van  Bam 
or  a  Harr  son  man,  but  as  an  American   and  a 
freeman.    Sir,  we  have  now  beftire  us  faigber  aad 
far  more  important  dotiet  to  discharge  than  simply 
lolaborfor Ibepeitytriomphsof aparty.  We AoaU 
■remember  that,  if  we  have  a  party  lo  serve,  we 
have  also  a  eommoh  gloriona  coooiry  to  love. 
Then,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  we  liiall  proceed 
fairly  and  candidly  to  the  investigation  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  National  Treasury,  without  any  patty 
bias,  and  with  the  mc«t  ardent   desire  to  pic- 
serre   inviolate   the  plighted   faith    of  Ihe   Oo- 
vemment.       Tbii   can    only  be    done    by  pr»- 
-viding,   and    providing  speedily,  ihe  meant  for 
the    payment    of    our    jnst    debts;    for    that 
there  is  at  this  time  a  defieieney  in-  the  Tteie- 
sury  all  parties  admit.    The  only  grnandls  upoa 
which  a  diversity  of  opinion  exists  are,  in  relatioa, 
let,  to  the  character  of  the  deficieiicy,  wbettMt  it 
be  permanent  or  temporary;  9dly,  in  tetatioa  to  the 
amount  of  that  deficiency;  and,  3dly,  as  to  the  beat 
means  of  supplying  the  deficit,  whether  by  the  isNC 
01  Treasury  notes,  or  by  a  diiret  loan.     We  are 
told,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  Ihe  deficiency  in  the  neve- 
nOe  is  only  temporary,  and  that  the  accreisg  reve- 
nue daring  the  present  year  "will  relieve  the  Trea- 
sury of  all  embarrassment."    This  we   have  ben 
told,  from  time  to  time,  ever  since  the  present  A^ 
ministration  resorted  to  the  miserable  and  dai^erom 
expedient  of  issning  Treasury  notes.     When  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  October,  1837,  at  lb* 
extra  sesssion,  asked  of  Congress  the-power  to  iaaae 
ten  millions  of  Treasury  notes,  weweie  then  toid 
that  this  issue  was  to  supply  a  temporary  deficit; 
and  during  the  next  session  of  Congress,  ibe  Scoe- 
tary  again  asked  permission  to   issue  len  milUoos 
more  of  Treasury  notes,  under  the  same  false  aai 
specioBa  pretext  that  the  issue  was  only  intended  Is 
meet  a  temporary  deficit;  and  again  in   1839  ibe 
same  law  was  extended  under  the  same  sirea  soi^of 
temporary  deficit;  and  yet  again  in  1840  CootrMi 
was  called  npon  to  aathoriz*  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  is«tie  five  millions  of  Treasury  bom 
to  supply  a  temporary  deficiency  in  the  reveaae; 
and  now  we  are  called  on  to  authorize  Uwissolagof 
five  millions  of  Treasury  notes,  and  still  the  cry  it, 
a  temporary«leficit.    Sir,'  thii  deficit  smacks  loe 
strongly  of  eternal  duration  to  be  rery  transienl  ot 
temporary  in  its  character.    If  the  present  deSetat- 
cy  may  be  called  temporary,  every  debt  wbicH  tbis 
Oavernment  has  ever  contracted  m-ght,  with  ibc 
same  propriety,  be  called  a  temporary  debt    The 
chairman  of  Ibe  Committee  of  Ways  aad  Means 
tells  us  that  the  Treasury  cannel,  daring  Ihe&ist 
quarter  of  the  present  year,   discharge  oblifalioM 
resting  npon  it;  but  that,  during  the  year,  we  ahatt 
collect  enoush  revsnue  to  pay  oor  debts.    So,  Mr, 
ChAirman,of  the  debt  iocarred  during  the  Reveln- 
tion,  and  of  the  debt  entailed  upon  lie  covnliy  oa 
account  of  the  late  war,  we  conld  not  pay  those 
debts  at  Ibe  time  they  were  contracted;  yet  no  one 
doubted  our  ultimate  ability  to  pay  ^m.     Heace, 
from   the  argument  of  gentlemen,  we  are  to  isfct 
that  those  debts  were  only  temporary.     We  may 
call  this  a  temporary  orpetmanenl  de^,  bat  no  <ae 
doubts  its  present  existence,  or  that  it  will  eoDiinae 
to  exist  until  Cengrefs  shall  provide  some  meted 
for  its  payment.    Bat,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  eTfdesei 
of  indebtedness,  shown  by  the  issne  of  TVevsaiy 
dotes,  is  not  the  only  indebtedarssoa  the  p«rt  of  the 
General  Government  of  which  we  have  baowledp, 
and  of  which  I  shall  take  occasion  to  speak  belcm 
I  resume  my  seat-    It  will  be  rec^lecled  ttial  ito 
Pfeaideai,,ln  Ms  uiia«In«eNfe  to  C4vgrNB,4^«i 
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Treasury  Note  Jiill — Mr,  Lane. 


H  ot  Reps. 


December  24th,  1839,  held  the  tollowing  language 
"If  the  debts  dae  trom  banks  during  ihe  next  year 
be  panctHally  paid,  and  if  Congress  keep  the  appro- 
priations within  ihe  e&timaiei,  there  is  every  rea'Xta 
to  believe  that  all  the  oatstandiog  Tre^ury  notes 
can  be  redeemed,  and  the  ordinary  expenses  de- 
frayed, without  imposing  on  the  people  any  addi- 
tional burden,  either  oi  loans  or  taxes  "  That,  »ir, 
was  the  pophecy;  and  what  was  the  fnlAlmenit 
The  ba^nks  have  paid*  to  within  a  trifle  all  that  was 
expected,  and  Congress  only  exceeded  the  appro* 
priations  about  three  handred  thonsand  dollars,  and 
s'ill  there  is  now  outstanding  four  millions  and  a 
half  of  Treasury  notes,  and  we  are  asked  to  grant 
permission  to  issue  fire  millioDS  moie;  making  in 
all  nine  millions  and  a  half  of  dollarsi  The  com- 
mittee will  recollect  that  the  Preside.it,  in  bis  last 
message  to  Congress,  holds  this  language :  "Oar 
Government,  as  is  believed,  is  the  only  Go- 
yemment  which,  having  fnlly  and  faithfully  paid 
all  its  creditors,  has  relieved  itself  entirely  from 
debt.*'  Let  us,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  a  few  moments 
examine  this  high  sounding  though  empty  boast  of 
t&e  President,  that  the  Treasury  has  been  relieved 
from  debt.  Ho*  stands  this  matter^  You  have  already 
bad  an  able  expose  of  this  maner  from  the  honora- 
ble member  trom  Maine,  [Mr.  Ev,tN8,]  and  the 
honorable  member  from  Mew  York,  [lilr.  Bab- 
NARD,]  and  I  shall  detain  yon  but  a  few  moments 
on  this  part  of  the  subject. 
There  are   now  Treasury  notes  ont- 

standing  to  the  amount  of    .  .  (4,650,000 

Interest  due  and  to  (all  due  on  them    .       350,000 
Balance  of  funded  debt,  and  debt  of  the 
District  of  Colnmbia,  amoaoting  to 
tbesnmof    ....    1,835,000 
Amount  payable  to  Indian",  and  to  be 
invested  for  them,  and  amount  due 
the  Kavy  pension  fund,  making        .    4,730,000 
Indian  annui>ie8,  part   payaW*  for  a 
term  of  years,  and  part  in  perpetuiiy, 
estimated  at.  .  .  .    5,000,000 


Present  debt,  probably 


.|16  515  000 


To  whicli  may  be  added  the  claim  of  the  States  for 
the  4tb  instalment  of  the  surplus  revenue,  which  is 
theirs,  and  which  they  would  have  received  tut  for 
Ihe  profligacy  and  wasteful  extravagance  of  the 
present  Administration.  This  claim  is  nine  mil- 
lions of  dultars.  We  should  also  add  the  private 
claims  of  individuals  and  States,  not  on  the  bounty 
but  on  the  jastios  of  Congress.  How  much  they 
may  amount  to  no  one  can  now  tell.  A  large 
amoant  of  claims  growing  ont  of  the  Florida  war 
is  DOW  due  and  unsettled:  so  that  we  set  down  the 
debt  now  owing  by  the  United  States  at  at  least 
thirty .  millions  of  dollars.  So  much,  then,  for  the 
candor  and  fairness  of  our  Democratic  President. 

And  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  before  we  proceed  to 
examine  the  estimaies  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury for  the  year  1841,  let  us  inquire  what  reli- 
ance eait  be  safely  placed  upon  those  estimatts. 
Is  there  any  thing  in  his  former  reports  which  < 
should  induce  tis  to  trust  implicitly  to  hta  statement 
upon  this  oecastoiil  What  were  his  estimated 
for  the  expenditure.^  for  the  last  year?  Abou^ 
twenty  millions  of  dollars.  What  did  those«x- 
penditDtes  amount  tol  Nearly  twenty-four  mil- 
lions of  dollars;  a  difference  of  about  four  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  And  again:  he,  the  Secretary, 
estimated  the  reeeipis  of  revenue,  from  the  impart 
duties  of  last  year,  at  fifuen  mUlioss  of  dollars. 
What  amoant  was  realizedt  About  twelve  mil- 
lions and  a  half;  and,  for  the  last  six  years,  since 
Mr.  Woodbury  ha^  been  at  the  head  of  the  Trea- 
sury Oepartmeat,  his  annual  estimates  for  the  ac- 
cruing revsiiue  for  each  respective  year  have, 
taken  in  the  aggregate,  shown  mistakes  to  the 
tunount  of  over  sixty  millions  of  dollars.  Ton  re- 
oolleet,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  confident  tone  of  the 
President  and  his  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,' at  the 
commencement  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  in 
relation  to  the  ability  of  the  Treasury  to  relieve  it- 
self trom  debt  daring  the  last  year,  and  yet  we 
find  the  tanie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  asking 
for  Treasury  notes  in  February,  1840,  and  again 
in  JtUy,  ISiO.  What  reliance  can  be  placed  in 
iwh  It.  £kci«t»t;1   9ir,  doriog  ib«  vboie  tiiae 


that  he  has  been  at  the  head  of  the  financial  de- 
parttnent  of  this  Government,  we  have  bad 
nothing  but  such  gross  and  glaring  inaccu- 
racies and  mbtakes  as  would  have  disgraced 
a  counting-house  clerk  of  six  months'  experi- 
ence; and  yet  we  are  called  on  by  honorable  gen- 
tlemen to  rely  on  his  stateMents.'  But  what  aie 
his  estimates  for  the  cnrrentyear?  He  estimates  the 
whole  receipts  foi  the  year  to^be  134,723,473.  Let 
us  look  to  some  of  the  items  froolt  which  this  amount 
is  expeclea  to  be  received.  9ake,  for  instance,  the 
estimated  receipts  from  customs:  be  calculates 
that,  during  the  present  year,  the  revenue  derived 
from  customs  will  be  nineteen  millions  of  dollars; 
upon  what  data  no  one  can  tell.  To  realize  nine- 
teen millions  of  dollars  from  imports,  daring  the 
present  year,  we  must  import  goods  to  the  value  of 
lorty-six  millions  of  dollars  more  this  year  than  we 
shall  during  the  next,  by  his  own  showing;  for  his 
estimates  for  the  value  of  importations  daring  the 
next  year  are  abont  one  hundred  and  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  How  comes  it  that  we  last  year 
imported  about  one  hundred  and  ten  millions  of 
dollais  worth  of  foreign  goo'js,  and  in  the  year 
1843  we  are  to  import  very  little,  if  any,  over  that 
amount;  and  yet,  during  the  present  year,  accord- 
ing to  this  most  wise  and  cancud  Secretary,  we  are 
to  import  foreign  goods  to  the  amoant  of  ohe  hun- 
dred and  fifty-eight  miliionsl  These  things  cannot 
be.  We  have  a  foreign  debt  owing  to  Europe  by 
the  States,  and  corporations, and  individuals,  which 
will  require  any  annual  exportation  to  the  amount 
of  ten  or  twelve  million  of  dollars,  and  to  that 
amount  the  duties  will,  be  diminished;  that  is,  we 
shall  not  receive  duties  upon  a  return  importation 
to  the  amoant  necessary  to  meet  the  foreign  debt 
Other  causes,  as  the  Secretary  tells  us,  will  have  a 
tendency  to  lessen  the  amoant  of  importations  dar- 
ing the  present  year;  but,  Mr.  Chairman,  see 
you  not  that  it  would  be  most  rainons  to  the 
country  to  import  during  the  present  year 
goods  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  millions  of  dollars)  Bat  it  is  idle  to  talk 
of  it.  Instead  of  nineteen  millions  of  dollars  be- 
ing received  from  customs  daring  ihe  pretent  year, 
in  view  of  all  these  facts,  is  it  safe  to  count  on  the 
receipt  of  more  than  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  to 
be  derived  from  our  custom  houses!  Sir,  with  all 
deference  to  the  President  and  his  Secretary,  I  can- 
not think  that  we  shall  receive  more  4ban  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars  from  importations  this  year. 
There,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  a  deficit  of  (14,000,000. 

So  much,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  the  Secretary's  es- 
timates for  receipts  during  the  present  year.  Now 
let  us  tevt  his  estimates  for  expenditures.  He  puts 
down  the  expenditures  at  (19,350,000,  exclusive  of 
payments  on  account  of  the  funded  debt  and  for 
the  redemption  of  Treasury  notes;  which,  taken 
together,  amoant  lo  the  sum  of  |4.649,300.  The 
gross  expenditures  he  makes  (33,899,000;  which, 
deducted  from  the  estimated  receipts,  leaves  a  ba- 
lance of  $830,000.  This  is  not,  according  to  the 
Secretary  himself,  a  suitable  balance  to  be  left  in 
the  Treasury  by  a  million  aild  a  quarter  of  dollars. 
But,  Mr.  Chairman,  does  any  gentleman  believe 
that  General  Harrison  and  his  friends  can  admi- 
nister this  Government  for  the  sum  of  nineteen 
millions  and  a  quarter  of  dollars,  and  out  of  that 
sum  pay  an  ascertained  debt  now  due  of  over  seven 
millions  of  dollars,  which  must  be  met  and  dis- 
charged this  year!  Sir,  the  same  charges  and  ob- 
jects of  appropriation  ei,\iX.  now  that  ^d  last  year, 
it  then  reqairtd  (34,000,000;  we  are  now  required 
to  administer  the  same  Government  for  a  much 
less  sum,  and  in  addition  to  pay  the  debt  now  dne ! 
That  General  Harrison  will  administer  the  Giveni- 
ment  better  and  far  more  economically,  I  most  ear- 
nestly desire  and  believe;  but  can  he  strike  off  more 
than  (10,000,000  from  the  list  of  expenditures  dur- 
ing the  first  nine  months  of  his  administrationt  ,1 
fear  not.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  one  of  two  things 
is  true:  either  that  the  gentlemen  ate  not  candid  in 
supposing  that  General  Harrison  will  not  need 
more  money  than  they  estimate,  br  that  they  be- 
lieve that  the  administration  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
has  been  most  wasteful,  profligate,  Tand  exirava- 
gan'^  Which  horn  of  the  dilemma  will  gentlemen 
take)  They  are  welcome  to  all  the  consolation 
which  tbejr  cw  deriye  fron  eiilHr. 


I  shall  now  address  myself  for  a  few  moments 
to  the  calculatiois  ol  the  honorable  gentlettian  from 
Virginia,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
aod  Means,  [Mr.  Jones]  He  estimates  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  first  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year  from 
importations  to  be  (3,000,000,  and  from  other 
sources  at  one  half  million  of  dollars  more,  mak- 
ing three  millions  and  a  half.  He  makes,  you  see, 
the  duties  in  the  first  qxarter  to  be  only  three  mil- 
lions, and  in  the  other  three  quarters  he  liiakes  them 
(16,000,000,  notwithstanding  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  assures  us  that  the  receipts  from  importa-  ' 
tions  must  fall  of  largely  daring  the  last  quarter. 
For  the  first  quarter,  he  makes  the  expenditures 
overrun  the  receipts  about  (3,000,000;  and  yet,  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  strange  to  lell,  bs  leaves  a  bar 
lance  in  the  Treasury  of  over  (800,000.  Sir,  does 
it  require  any  argument  to  refnte  these  calcnlationst 
I  have  greatly  misconceived  the  good  sense  of  the 
committee  if  it  does.  From  all  these  facts,  I  can 
come  to  no  other  conclusions  than,  first,  that  the  re- 
venue #ill  be  inadequate  daring  the  present  year  to 
meet  the  demands  necessary  upon  it,  by  at  least 
( 10,000,000;  second,  that  this  deficiency  is  not  tem- 
porary, but  permanent.  Now,  sir,  is  it  not  our  du- 
ty, as  honest  men  and  as  patriots,  to  provide  means, 
ample  means,  for  the  speedy  liquidation  of  this- 
oational  debit  What,  now,  is  the  honest,  the  ap- 
propriate, and  the  con^titatianal  method  for  dis- 
charging this  debil  Why,  surely,  by  borrowing 
money  sufficient  to  pay  il,  and  then  providing  the 
means  for  the  payment  of  the  loan;  for  whatever 
is  ri«bt  to  be  done  in  this  matter,  we  should 
do  directly,  and  not  indirectly — openly,  and  not 
secretly. 

I  desire,  for  one,  that  the  people  should  no  longer 
be  deceived  as  to  the  true  condition  of  the  finances 
by  the  deceptive  issues  of  Treasury  notes,  but  that 
they  sbonld  know  the  truth;  tliat  they  should  know 
that  the  present  Administralion  has  entailed  upon 
them  a  national  debt,  and  that  it  is  necessary  to 
provide  for  its  payment.  I  am  opposed,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  the  bill  before  us,  because,  vn  the  first 
place,  I  believe  it  to  be  nneoustitational.  These 
Treasury  notes  are  nothing  more  nor  less  than  bills 
of  credit.  What  is  a  bill  of  credit?  It  is  a  paper 
issued  by  the  sovereign  authority,  intended  lo  cir- 
culate as  money,  and  for  the  payment  cf  which 
the  credit  of  the  Slate  is  alone  pledged.  Sir,  do 
not  Treasury  notes  come  within  this  description? 
They  surely  do.  At  the  time  of  the  formation  of 
oar  present  Constitution,  the  convention  which 
formed  that  sacred  instrument  potitively  restricted 
the  several  Slates  from  issaiug  bills  of  credit.  This 
was  necessary;  for,  without  this  restriction,  ihe 
Slates  would  have  had  the  right  to  have  issued  bills 
of  credit  in  their  sovereign  capacity.  But  the  Fe- 
deral Gtovemment  has  no  power  except  that  which 
is  expressly  granted  in  the  Constitution,  and  that 
which  is  necessary  to  carry  out  the  powers  express- 
ly granted.  No .  power  to  issiy  Tretsury  notes  is 
found  in  the  Constitution.  Under  Ihe  Atticles  of 
Confederation,  this  power  was  in  the  General  Go- 
vernment, and  it  was  inserted  in  the  original 
draught  in  the  Consiiintion,  and  stricken  ou'i  by 
the  convention.  This  shows  most  indubitably  the 
opinion  of  the  convention.  If  the  power  to  issue 
bills  of  credit  exists  in  the  General  Government,  it 
mast  exist  as  auxiliary  to  the  express  power  of 
Congress  to  borrow  money,  or  as  an  incident  to  the 
war-making  power.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  this 
measure  a  borrowing  of  moi>e}  7  Snrely  not.  ft 
is  the  using  of  the  credit  of  the  Government,  by 
extending  the  time  of  payment,  and  giving  these 
promissory  notes  as  evidence  of  debt,  and  not  as 
payment.  And  can  this  measure  be  josiified  as  in- 
cident to  the  war-making  powei?  .Surely  not.  I 
grant  you  that  these  notes  might  be  issued  during  a 
war,  when  it  was  necessary  for  our  protection  or 
self-preservation  that  we  should  have  money,  and 
we  had  no  other  means  of  obtaining  it.  Treasury 
notes  were  issued  during  the  late  war,  but  means 
were  provided  for  their  redemption  at  the  same 
lime  tney  were  issued.  Does  the  same  necessity 
for  their  issue  now  exisfl  Can  the  present  exer- 
e'se  of  this  power  be  now  claimed  as  auxiliary  to 
the  power  to  declare  and  aarry  on  war?  No 
gentleman  will  contend  for  a  doctrine  so  absnrd. 
Ball  Mr.  Chainnu^fra&tiiif  ibe  constitatioMJit^ 
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of  the  measure,  I  shoald  oppose  it  on  the  gronnd 
that  it  is  not  the  b«st  means  of  sopplying  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  lerenne:  it  is  temporary  in  its  dara- 
tijD,  deceptive  in  its  character,  and  can  only  result 
in  sinkiog  as  deeper  and  deeper  in  debt  Mr. 
Chairman,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  remedy  pro> 
posed  falls  very  far  short  of  the  evil  intended  to  be 
remedied.  We  shoald  not  only  provide  for  the  de- 
ficit in  revenne  for  the  present  year,  bnt  we  »hon)d, 
as  prodent  and  patriotic  representatives,  provide 
,  for  the  deficit  which  must  exist  daring  the  next,  nn- 
less  tpeediiy  provided  for.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  tells  os  tha',  daring  the  year  1843,  under 
the  operations  of  the  ccmpromise  act,  there  will  be 
a  dimlnolion  of  duties  to  the  amouni  of  $5,000,000. 
Sir,  we  must  provide  for  that  deficiency  also;  and 
we  shoalii  now  provide  for  a  distribaiion  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  saUs  of  the  public  lands  among 
the  several  States,  to  which  it  justly  belongs,  anl 
of  which  I  shall  presently  ta^e  occasion  to  speak. 
Let  us  DOW  see  bow  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
proposes  tu  remedy  the  deficiency  in  the  Ireasury. 
Re  proposes  these  different  method.-;  Firs',  he  bin» 
that  a  portirn  of  ihe  surplus  revenue  brretofore  de- 
posiied  with  the  Stales  might  be  recalled;  bnt  be 
seem«  to  abandon  ihat  project  himself.  And,  sir, 
who  believes  that  any  portion  ef  that  deposite  »ill 
ever  be  recalled?  Who  is  bold  enough  to  rite  here 
iu  bis  place  and  propose  ii7  No  one.  Another 
plan  named  by  the  Secretary  is  tn  resort  to  direct 
taxet*.  Is  this  to  be  the  end  of  that  system  of 
financial  quackery  which  has  so  long  cursed  the 
eonntryt  Let  the  party  now  in  power  propojie  it  if 
they  dare,  and  they  will  find  that,  even  though  they 
are  labelled  with  the  time-honnred  and  glorious 
word  Democracy,  they  could  not  stand  before  their 
constituents  leng  enough  to  be  knocked  down. 

I  d(sire,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  show  how  a  direct 
tax  woa^d  operate  npon  the  p:ople  of  Indiana. 
The  deficit  for  the  year  1843,  as  I  have  shown 
from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
will  be  from  ten  to  twelve  millions  of  dollars;  add 
to  that  ttffe  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  which  will 
be  dtsiribnied  among  the  Slates  as  soon  a«  public 
opinion  is  propeily  reflected  and  truly  represented 
on  this  floor;  the  deficit  will  Ihea  be  swelled  to  the 
amount  of  perhaps  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  cer- 
tainly as  much  as  fourteen  millions  of  dollars. 
But  for  the  argument,  put  the  deficiency  at  ten 
millions  of  dollar;,  and  then  Indiana,  according  to 
her  popolatioD,  will  have  to  raise  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  meet  this  deficit  by  a  direct  tax; 
and  in  order  to  sustain  ourSt(ite  Government,  and 
to  pay  the  accruing  interest  on  our  internal  im- 
provement debt,  we  shall  have  to  raise  at  least  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars  by  a  tax.  Add  this  sum 
to  the  four  hundred  ihonsaad  dollars,  and  yon  see 
tha  State  of  Indiana  would  have  to  collect  annu- 
ally, by  a  direct  tax,  one  million  of  dollars!  In- 
diana, with  all  her  vast  and  increasing  resonree.<<, 
could  not  collect  this  immense  and  s:artling  amoont 
ofrevenne. 

The  Secretary  also  proporas  to  meet  this  defi- 
ciency by  reducing  the  appropriations  below  the 
estimates,  with  what  candor,  let  the  facts  answer. 
My  colleague  [Mr.  Psopfit]  introduced,  some  time 
since,  a  re^solotion  of  inquiry,  directed  to  the  Se- 
cretai7  of  the  Treasury,  asking  him  to  inform  Con- 
gress in  what  particolars  the  appropriations  might 
be  reduced  below  the  estimates;  that  resolntioa 
of  inquiry  was  promptly  voted  down  by  a  party 
Tota. 

I  now  come,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  only  practica- 
ble mode  of  meeting  this  deficiency  in  the  revenue 
which  is  suggested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury; and  that  is,  an  extensive  modification  of  the 
tariff  laws.  Public  expediency  and  public  justice 
alike  require  that  those  laws  should  he  modified. 
We  should  at  once  \»j  a  snfiJcient  lariflT  on  foreign 
'  luxnries  to  meet  the  deficiency  in  the  Treasury  now 
existing;  and  to  enable  Congress  to  distribute 
•mting  (be  Siates  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  the  true  coarse  of  policy  to  be  pur- 
racd  is,  I  think,  to  lay  a  doty  on  French  wines  and 
ailks,  and  fine  linens  and  spices,  and  upon  all  other 
articles  of  luxury  which  «re  now  a!dmitted  duty 
ree.  What  ia  now  the  operation  of  your  tariff 
«ws1  They  operate  mainly  npon  articles  of  neces- 
^^^-Wtticles^contnned  alike  by  the  rich  and  tbe 


poor,  and  upon  which  all  pay  the  same  duty  on  the 
amount  consumed;  but  tbe  wealthy  pay  no  duty  on 
iheir  fine  silks  and  costly  wines.  Tne  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Thompson]  and  his  political 
associates  have  heretofore  claimed  to  he  the  exclu- 
sive friends  of  tbe  poor  man;  and  we  find  them 
ready  to  vote  agaiiffl^aising  revenue  by  a  doty 
npon  the  Inxurityis  in^ulgencies  of  the  rich,  when 
the  only  altemaliVfeU  to  raise  the  amount  by  a  di- 
rect tix  npon  the  n^and  the  poor.  Sir,  this  is, 
to  my  mind,  a  ve/^eqtkivccal  manifestation  of 
friend.'-hip  for  the  poor,  and  one  for  which  the  gen- 
tleman and  his  friends  will  receive  no  thanks  from 
them,  for  I  believe,  as  I  believe  in  my  own  exist- 
ence, that  if  this  question  were  now  pat  to  tbe  Ame- 
rican people,  ninety-nine  of  them  out  of  every  hun- 
dred would  prefer  to  raise  revenue  hy  a  duty  on  fo- 
reign luxuries,  instead  of  a  direct  tax.  Let  the  ho- 
norable gentleman  and  bis  friends  go  and  tell  the 
people  that  they  are  their  best  friends,  because  (hey 
refuse  to  lay  a  duty  on  foreign  luxuries  consumed 
only  by  tbe  lieb,  in  order  that  tbe  tax-gatbtrer  may 
have  an  occasion  to  pay  (hem  a  friendly  visit,  to 
<ss?<s  their  lands,  their  houses,  and  all  their  per- 
sonal property,  to  raise  revenue  to  support  the  Ge- 
neral Governmpnt:  think  you  that  the  bard-handed 
and  nolile  hearied  pioneers  of  the  West  will  be  de- 
er ived  by  a  pretext  so  shallow?  No,  sir,  no.  They 
will  treat  ibis  pretended  friendship  as  they  did  the 
doc'riue  recently  promulgated,  that  the  poor  man 
was  to  be  relisved  by  reducing  the  miserable  pit- 
tance which  rewards  his  daily  toil.  * 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  other  and  vastly 
important  reasons  why  this  tariff  on  French  wines 
ana  silks  should  be  laid  by  us,  and  now.  Sir,  look 
to  tbe  history  of  oar  trade  with  France  for  tbe  last 
five  years.  Daring  that  time  we  have,  upon  an 
average,  imported  from  France  goods  to  the 
amount  of  twenty-eight  millions  and  a  half  of  dol- 
hrs  per  annum;  and  of  that  amount  sevpntetn 
millions  have  been  admitted  free  af  daty.  For  the 
same  period,  we  have  annually  exported  to  France, 
of  our  production!',  only  to  the  amount  of  about 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars;  and  upoh  the  articles  of 
our  exportation  we  have  paid  a  heavy,  and  *n 
many  articles  a  most  oppressive  duly.  From  this 
trade  between  this  cnnntry  and  Fr«nce,  there  i<i  an 
annual  balance  against  us  of  about  fourteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  This  balance  mutt  be  mainly 
paid  by  an  annual  exportation  of  gold  and  silver 
firom  this  country  to  France. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  tells  as  that  this 
scheme  to  tax  French  wines  and  silks  is  a  shot 
aimed  at  French  interests.  And  has  it  come  to 
this,  that  we  cannot  manage  our  own  legislation  as 
we  please,  without  being  taunted  with  enmity  to 
France,  or  with  British  inflaencel  This  duty  can 
be  laid  wiibont  violating  eiifaer  the  letter  or  spirit 
of  the  compromise  bill  of  1833.  Sir,  I  am,  I  trns', 
the  last  man  who  would  be  willing  to  violate  the 
provisions  of  that  bill.  I  remember  too  well  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  passed.  A 
sovereign  State  had  assumed  an  attitude  at  war 
alike  with  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the  Repub- 
lic. Disunion  and  civil  war  was  threatened.  Tbe 
gallant  vessel  of  State,  which  had  for  half  a  cen- 
tury withstood  "the  tempest's  shock  and  battle's 
rage,"  was  about  to  be  engulfed  beneath  the  moun- 
tain waves  of  political  commotion.  Then  it  was 
that  (he  thrilling  and  commanding  eloquence  of 
Henry  Clay  was  heard  above  tbe  furyof  ihe  storm, 
proclaiming  peace  to  all,  without  compromjtiing 
the  honor  of  any !  I  am  not  disposed  to  disfurb 
that  noble  peace-offering  npon  the  altar  of  niy 
country.  It  was  then,  as  now,  regarded  as  the 
bow  of  peace  and  of  premise,  overarching  the 
storms  which  threatened  oar  beloved  conniry;  and 
may  God  perpetuate  that  sentiment  forever ! 

I  have  no  doubt  of  the  (»>nstiiutional  power  of 
Congress  to  pass  a  protective  tariff  law;  but  I  think 
that  its  exercise  is  not  now  called  for,  further  than 
our  present  duties  for  revenue  operate  as  a  protec- 
tion to  American  manufaeinres.  I  have  said  that 
tbe  provisions  of  the  compromise  bill  shoald  not  be 
disturbed;  but  a  state  of  things  may  arise  when 
some  modification  of  (bat  act  may  be  proper  and 
necessary:  for  instance,  if  we  should  be  involved 
in  a  war,  or  if  tbe  present  rate  of  duties  would  not 
yield  a  rereiiae  snfiloieiit  (9  meet  tbe  want*  of  tbe 


Treasury,  under  an  economical  adauaisuaiit*  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  subject  of  (be  pnblie  laadt 
has  been  refernd  to  by  the  honorable  geotlemaa 
from  Mississippi,  and,  it  seems  to  me,  with  gntt 
propriety,  inasmuch  as  (he  public  land  is  oae  great 
source  of  our  national  revenue.  Tbe  hononUe 
gentleman  seems  to  thick  that  the  memsore  of  di^ 
Vribntion  is  unconstitutional,  and  complains  (hat  it' 
IS  now  coosidertd  almost  out  of  order  to  quM 
from  that  sacred  instrument.  I  grant  yon,  lit. 
Chairman,  that,  (or  the  last  few  ye«is,  tlmt  taoed 
chart  of  a  nation's  freedom  does  teem  to  have  bcea 
almost  forgotten;  but,  sir,  who  shoald  complain  of 
this?  The  gentleman  and  his  friend;? — tbe  party 
now  in  power?  Sir,  it  but  in  becomes  that  party, 
whose  triumphant  march  for  the  last  twelve  yean 
has  been  over  the  broken  fragments  of  the  CoUi- 
tntion,  to  talk  of  its  infraction;  that  party  wboss 
ruthless  action  mutilated  tbe  journals  of  the  Se- 
nate, and,  at  the  mandate  of  one  man,  prostrated 
the  proudest  deliberative  assembly  upon  earth  al 
the  footstool  of  Executive  power,  thai  party  wfcidi 
so  recently  disfranchised  a  sover(ii;n  S^ie,  for  (be 
purpore  of  fixing  (he  odious  and  anii-Araeriraa 
Sub-Treasury  sysleiri  npon  the  conntry;  (bey,  for- 
sooth, are  now  (be  friends  of  the  country.  Ibo^ 
that  tbe  late  overwhelming  and  uopreeedeBteii  de- 
feat of  the  party  in  power  will  briBf  aboat  « 
wholesome  change  of  measures  and  change  offnn- 
(ice;  and  thai  hereafter  the  ConstitDiion  shall  agai* 
become  the  (ex(-book  of  national  legislation.  We 
find  that  Congress,  by  the  express  terms  of  the 
Constitntion,  has  the  unlimited  power  to  d'ispoia  of 
the  public  lands  and  other  property  of  (he  Vtiftd 
Stales  as  (hey  may  deem  fit,  being  governed  only 
by  a  sound  discretion.  Tbis  power  (o  dispose  of 
(he  public  lands  does  not  depend  upon  eoastmedoa 
or  implication,  bnt  is  most  explicitly  granwd. 
There  is  surely  noibing  in  tbe  deeds  ot  etmiM 
limiting  the  power  of  Congress  over  (his  tabjeel. 
The  public  lands  were  ceded  by  Viiginia,  Hew 
York,  Georgia,  and  all  (he  other  States  that  made 
cessions,  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  all  the  &aies 
then  composing  the  United  States:,  and  all  other 
Scales  which  should  afterwards  be  admitted  into 
tbe  Union.  These  grants  of  cession  embnoe  all 
the  public  lands  within  our  territorial  limits,  as  da^ 
fined  by  tbe  (rea(y  of  peace  of  1783,  and  over  (hat 
portion  of  our  public  domain  which  we  acqaitedby 
the  purchase  from  France  of  Lonisiana,  and  from 
Spain  of  Florida.  Mo  one,  it  seems  to  me,  can 
doubt  our  full  and  antimiteiid  constiintional  poaer. 
Tbe  whole  ac(ion  of  tbe  Government,  from  in 
commencement,  has  proceeded  on  the  gronnd  (kat 
she  has  the  entire  control  of  (be  pnblie  lands.  If 
Congress  has  not  such  power,  what  becomes  of  the 
title  to  the  immense  grants  of  land  which  we  have 
(0  the  Slates,  to  corporations,  and  (o  individaah 
I  (ake  i(  for  granted,  then,  from  (he  Constitaiwal 
from  the  deeds  of  cession,  from  the  very  luliue  of 
the  subject,  that  we  have  the  right  to  di^ose  of  (bt 
pnblie  lands.  The  question  is,  iheo,  preteatet, 
f  What  Is  the  most  just  and  equitable  moie  otdispo- 
eition?  The  cession  of  the  lands  to  tbe  States  in 
Y.hich  they  lie  has  been  proposed.  Are  there  any 
constitutional  objections  against  diitnbatioB  wbl^ 
do*not  hold  with  greater  force  against cessionT  Tha 
argument  is,  that  we  cannot  distribnte  (he  ptoeeedi 
of  (he  lands  equitably  among  all  <tbe  States  en* 
tied  to  them;  but  that  we  can  give  the  land  eida- 
sively  to  a  part  of  the  States,  litis  is  bad  logic, 
and  worse  morals. 

Sir,  tbe  noble  old  Commonwealth  of  Viigiaia,  by 
her  munificentandpatriodcgrantofall  that  iaaease 
tract  of  coantry  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  fioribt 
common  benefit  of  all  the  States,  Yirgtoia  ineta- 
sive,  evinced  a  liberality  and  patriotiim  haringn* 
parallel  in  the  history  of  nations.'  And  shall  we 
defeat  the  object  of  that  grant  by  diverting  the  rcve 
Due  derived  from  Ihat  source  from  its  proper  ob- 
jects, or  by  giving  the  lands  (o  a  few  of  the  SitieJ 
I  trust  not.  The  other  grants  of  cession  were  s«b- 
stantially  the  same  as  the  grant  from  yiigiaia,aa4 
on  the  same  terms,  and  subject  to  the  saaie  eMdi- 
tioos.  I  desire  briefly  to  ^ow  tbe  eomraitte*  haw 
the  State,  a  part  of  whose  citiaens  I  have  the  be- 
nor  to  represent,  would  be  affected  by  oeaiiea.  If 
(h«  proposition  oMule  b/  »  «ii8<i<i|ti>lw(l 
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on  this  subject  shoold  pass,  wb«t  would  ladiana 
receive)     It  is  esiinwted  that  there  are  now  about 
foar  millions  of  acres  of  public  lands  remaining, 
cinsold  ia  Indiana.    Upon  the  proceeds  of  these 
lands,  we  shoqld  ccceive  thiriy-five  per  cent,  and 
tbeit  oor  equal  share  of  sixt>-fire  per  cent,  apon 
the  «boI«  sales  of  pablic  lands.    Indiana,  with  a 
population  of  seven  hundred  thotisand  soals,  with 
thirty-five  percent,  on  the  salej  rf  four  millions  of 
xefase  lands,  while  Arkansas,  with  a  population 
abodt  one-fourth  as  large  as  oars,  would  receire 
thirty-five  per  cent,  on  tbe  sales  of  about  twenty 
millions  of  acres,  and  then  diride  equally  with  ns 
the  balance  of  the  sales;  and  in  order  t«  get  our 
thirty-five  per  cent,  upon  four  millions  ot  rern<« 
land«,  what  would  Indiana  give?    Sir,  she  would 
abandon  her  undivided  right  to  ten  hsndred  and 
eighty  millions  of  acres  of  public  domain;  the  pro- 
portion to  which  the  State  of  Indiana  would  be  en- 
tilled  ont  of  this  amount  of  public  lands  is  over 
fifty  millions  of  acres.    And,  sir,  do  gentlemen  ex- 
pect OS  to  abandon  the  £fty  millions  of  acre's  for 
the  paltry  consideration  of  thirty  .five  per  cent,  upon 
the. sales  of  four  millions,  or  even  less,  of  refuse 
laodsl    If  the  land  bill  of  Mr.  Chy  bad  become  a 
law  wb«a  it  pa5sed  both  Hou.<:es  of  Congress  by 
sneh  decided  majorities,  tbe  State  of  Indiana  would 
have  received,  under  its  operation    to  this  time, 
over  four  millions  of  dollars.    And  wiiat,  let  me 
ask,  have  we  receivedl    Nothing,  comparatively 
nothing.    The  party  in  power  told  the  people  of 
the  new  States,  from  likne  to  lime,  that  they  were  to 
have  cession  and  graduation.    We  have  been  in- 
duced to  forego  the  certain  advantages  of  distribu- 
tion, and  are  now  ao  nearer  cession  or  graduation 
than  we  were  when  these  specious  humbugs  were 
first  proposed.    The  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
and  lus  friends  have  had  all  power  under  the  Go- 
▼emment  for  twelve  years,  and  why  have  they  not 
made  good  their  promises  of  graduation  and  ces- 
sionl    Sir,  I  am  forced  to  believe   that  they  had 
not  the   will,  inasmuch  as   they   had   the   power 
and  did  not  exercise   it.      if  tbe  State  of^  Indi- 
ana   had    received    the    four    millions  of  dol- 
lars to  which  she  would  have  been  entitled  nn- 
der  the  provisioiis  of  tbe  land  bill,  what  might  she 
not  have  accompitthed  with ii7    The ioieres',  with- 
out touching  the  principal,  would  have  constituted 
a  fund  large  enough  to  have  educated  every  child 
within  hr.r  borders  for  all  time  to  come.    It  would 
now  pay  one  half  of  her  internal  improvement 
debt,  or,  if  invested  in  profitable  stocks,  it  would 
pay  tbe  intercot  upon  her  State  debt  withont  a  re- 
sort to  taxation.    And  if  the  disiribniion  bill  were 
10  pass  now,  we  should  annually  receive  about 
f300,000.    Now^  what  are  the  objectioni  to  this 
measure,  so  just  in  itself,  and  calculated  to  confer 
equal,  great,  and  lasting  benefits  upon  every  State 
in  this  Union,  and  calculated  to  put  to  rest  forever 
all  legislation  upon  this  embarrassing  subjecil  First, 
it  is  said  that  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  are 
to  be  held  out  to  the  Stales  as  a  bribe  to  purchase 
political  inSuenee  at  the  sacrifice  of  tbe  indepen- 
dence of  action  among  the  States.    Sir,  the  people 
whom  I  represent,  and  the  party  with  whom  I  act, 
are  not  to  be  bribed  by  "filthy  lucre."    I  dread  not 
its  influence  upon  the  proud-spirited,  fearless,  and 
generous  sons  of  Indiana.    The  gentleman  best 
knows  whether  his  constituents  and  his  party  are 
above  lemptation.    I  hope  they  are.    But  there  is 
aatrange  inconsistency  in  this  objection;  they  pro- 
pose to  give  the  Stales  in  which  ihe  lands  lie  all 
the  land*,  and  there  is,  they  tell  ns,  no  dinger  of 
thatcorrapting  them;  yet  when  we  propose  to  give 
them  their  fair  proportion  of  tbe  pruceeds  of  those 
lands,  that  is  highly  dangerous.    Another  objection 
is,  that  this  measure  would  be  an  assumption  of 
Iha  State  debts.    I  cannot,  I  confess,  see  the  force 
of  this  argo meal;  for,  if  it  is  right  to  distribute  tbe 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  Stales,  it 
eanaot  be  rendered  wroo;  beeanse  the  States  are 
in  debi;  that  only  furnishes  an  additional  reason 
wly  Congress  should  now  do  its  duty  and  pay  tbi-! 
hoaett  debt  to  the  Stales.     The  Siates,  in  their 
sovereign  capacity,  have  a  right  to  contract  debts, 
and  there  is  no  pswer  ia  this  Congress  or  upon 
Mtrih  to  restrain  them.    No  one  has  ever  dreamed 
of  laking  the  Qeaeral  QoTtmmeni  to  assume  the 
fifwm  q(  Oto  mM  4«btt.   AU  ibM  (be  Slates 


ask  or  expect  is,  that  they  shall  be  left  to  manage 
their  own  legislation  in  'their  own  way.  Sir,  the 
State  of  Indiana,  crushed  and  paralyzed  as  she 
has  been  by  tbe  present  Administration,  is,  thank 
God,  still  willing  and  able  to  pay  her  honest 
debts.  Bnt  what  right^  have  gentlemen  to  attack 
State  stocks  and  State'  credit,  nnder  the  idea  of 
combating  the  assomption  of  State  debts  by 
Congress?  No  American  ever  has  proposed  this 
a'samption,'  and  I  tra<t  none  ever  will.  Sir, 
this  attack  is  anti-American,  anti-niitional  in  its 
character,  for,  although  we  are  cKvided  into  diffe- 
rent Slates,  we  still  are  the  same  great  people, 
holding  in  common  ibe  same  hisiory  of  tbe  past, 
bound  together  by  the  same  interests  in  the  present, 
and  looking  forward  to  tbe  consummation  of  tbe 
same  high  destiny  in  the  future.  Who,  then,  that 
has  an  American  heart  in  his  bosom,  would  mar 
tbe  pro»perity  or  destroy  the  credit  of  any  S(ale  in 
Ibis  Union?  Who  would  dim  the  brightne's  of  one 
single  s'.ar  which  adorns  the  emblem  banner  of  a 
nation'!  sovereignty  and  )!loT>  7  Sir,  the  man  who 
could  do  it  is  unworthy  of  his  country,  and  unwor- 
thy of  that  liberty  which  its  Conslituti^n  bestows 
■tpoD  him.  Whilst  upon  the  subject  of  the  pnblic 
lands,  suffer  me  to  say  that  I  agree  with  the  hono- 
rable gealleman  from  Mississippi  in  the  support  of 
a  weil-goarded  pre-emption  law,  and  »hall  cer- 
tainly veie  for  such  a  law.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
have  already  detained  yon  too  Ion;  on  the  subject 
of  the  public  lands;  the  importance  of  the  subject 
must  plead  my  excuse. 

I  will  now,  for  a  few  moments,  examine  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  the  claims  of  this  Almi- 
nistralion  on  the  score  of  economy  alluded  to  by 
him.  How  stands  tbe  account?  The  Adtnin.sira. 
lion  has,  during  the  four  years  of  its  continuance, 
expended  $30,000,000,  over  and  above  its  ordi- 
nary revenues.  It  has  expended  in  funr  years 
1135,000.000,  being  an  average  of  (33,750,000 
per  annum.  What  has  been  effected  for  the  pub- 
lie  good  by  this  immense  ripenditiye  of  public 
treastire?  Oat  of  this  1 1 35,000,000,  there  has 
been  appropriated  to  the  increase  of  the  Navy,  lo 
fortifications,  harbors,  lighthouses,  roads,  dry 
docks,  arsenals,  armories,  and  to  every  other  work 
of  permanent  national  importance,  only  about 
f  11,000,000.  E?ery  branch  of  tbe  public  service 
has  been  most  shamelessly  neglected. 

The  Secretary  of  War  tells  os  that  thsre  is  not 
one  harbor  or  seaport  town  along  the  whole  range 
of  our  Atlantic  seaboard,  from  Passamaqaoddy  bay 
to  Ihe  Sabine  river,  which  it  in  a  defensible  condi- 
tion, or  in  a  condition  to  proteet  our  commerce; 
and  our  chain  of  frontier  fortresse;,  stretching  from 
the  Northern  lak?s  to  Louisiana,  constitoting  our 
defence  against  that  horde  of  savages  which  the 
policy  of  the  Government  has  thrown  upon  our 
Western  frontier,  is  in  a  most  ruinons  condition. 
VerXjIiitle  has  been  done  to  increase  onr  navy;  and 
for  this  year  Ihe  estimate  for  that  purpose  is 
|tOO,000  only.  I  am  no  alarmist;  but  he  must  be 
blind  to  ihe  plainest  indications  of  passing  events 
who  does  not  see  canse  of  apprehension  in  our  pre- 
sent relations  with  Great  Britain.  The  Northeast- 
ern boundary  qae<;tion  is  yel  unsettled,  and  daily 
becoming  more  difficult  lo  adjust  amicably.  The 
burning  of  the  Caroline,  which  has  been  avowed 
by  the  British  minister  as  an  aulhorizei  act  of  the 
British  Government;  the  right  claimed  and  exer- 
cised by  Great  Britain  to  search  our  m<>rehiot  ships 
upon  the  ocean;  all  these  difficult  questions,  grow- 
ing out  of  our  relations  with  Great  Britain, 
threaten,  if  not  speedily  adjuste>l,  to  involve  us  in  a 
war  with  that  formidable  power.  The  present  con- 
dition of  Europe  is  not  at  all  favorable  to  a  lasting 
peace.  Numerous  causes  nf  discontent  exist  in  Ihe 
relations  of  France  and  England.  These  great 
and  rival  powers  must  ever  be  tbe  fim  and  princi- 
pal parties  in  any  general  war  in  Europe.  Tbe 
causes  are  now  in  being  which,  at  no  distant  day, 
will  shake  the  Gothfc  framework  of  European  so- 
ciety to  its  deepest  foundation;  and\  tbe  torch  is 
now  blazing  which,  ere  long,  will  ligbt  the  fltme  of 
war  thiotighont  the  length  and  breadth  of  that 
great  continent.  And,  in  tbe  event  of  a  geneni 
war  m  Europe,  this  Govemmeat,  in  all  human 
probability,  will  be  forced  to  become  a  party.  Sir, 
i)otwiU»t<mdin$  the  gtowiog  descripuona  of  naMOti- 


al  prosperity  depicted  in  the  Presidents  message, 
are  w«  ready  for  that  great  emergency?    We  are 
ready,  so  far  as  the  bravery  and  patriotism  of  our    . 
citizens  are  concerned;  hot  are  our  army  and  navy 
and  onr  national  defences  suitable  to  tbe  condition    ~ 
of  war? 

One  word,  Mr.  Chairman,  on  tht  gabjeet  of  na- 
tional improvement.  The  barbers  of  out  Northern 
lakes  seem  to  have  been  forgotten  or  entirely  over- 
looked. Many  of  them,  after  having  been  com- 
menced at. great  expense,  are  now  suffered  to  fall 
into  ruin  for  want  of  a  small  appropriation  to  finish 
them.  These  harbors  are  of  Ihe  ntmoet  impor- 
tance, whether  we  consider  Ihem  as  the  security  of 
oar  lake  commerce  in  peace,  or  its  protection  and 
tbe  protection  of  the  Northern  frontiers  in  time  of 
war.  Daring  the  last  year  we  bad  no  appropria- 
tion on  tbe  batbor  at  Michigan  city,  altboogh  an 
appropriation  wa«  necessary  to  prevent  its  falling 
into  ruin;  but  (he  Governrnvnt  issued  an  Executive 
order  lo  sell  tbe  apparatus  and  fnrnitnre  provided 
for  its  improvement  to  sostaio  the  sinking  credit  o'f 
a  bankrupt  Treasury;  and  so  of  the  Cnmberland 
road — the  only  two  works  of  national  improve- 
ment Within  tbe  State  of  Indiana.  All  the  lake 
harbors,  1  believe,  shared  tbe  sami  fate.  And  y^i 
we  are  told  by  tbe  President  that  the  Government 
has  promptly  met  all  Ibe  obligations  devolviag 
upon  it. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Mississippi  bu 
talked  of  the  unconstiintionality  of  a  United  States 
Bank.  I  shall  not  now  enter  upon  the  discussicn 
of  that  question.  I  cfbnsider  it  a  settled  qaesiion— - 
settled  by  the  decisions'  of  the  highest  judicial  tri- 
bunal known  to  the  Constitution,  settled  by  the  le- 
gislation of  Congress,  and  settled  by  ihe  voice  of 
the  American  people.  And,  as  a  necessary  fiscal 
agent  of  the  National  Qjveromeat,  I  shall  be  pre- 
pared to  vote  for  it  when  tbe  proper  lime  arrives, 
and  the  people  require  it,  if  I  shall  then  have  a  seat 
in  this  body.  , 

The  gentleman  prophesies  thai  Gen.  Harrison 
will  k;>ve  an  extra  session  of  Congrers.  If  he  and 
bis  friends  wish  to  avoid  it,  lei  ihem  vote  to  raise  a 
sufficient  revenue  to  support  tbe  Government  daring 
th«  present  year,  and  thereby  obviate  the  ntces^iiy 
ibr  a  called  session.  If  an  extra  session  of  Con- 
gress can  be  avoided,  I  am  as  much  opposed  to  it  as 
b:  ran  be.  Bnt  if  gentlemen  are  determined  lo 
force  General  Harrison  to  have  a  called  sei-sion,  I 
hop'j  that  much  good  to  tbe  country  may  result 
from  it.  I  hope  that  the  wishes  of  the  people,  jo 
plainly  indicated  in  the  late  elrciian%  will  be  car- 
ried out;  that  we  shall  have  a  ihorongh,  searching, 
and  cntir.:  refoim  ot  abuses  in  the  Govemmeat, 
and  that  the  Sub  Trea'^ury — drawn  from  the  rotten, 
corrupt,  and  crumbling  monaichies  of  Europe — 
will  no  longer  remain  a  stain  upon  your  itatuie 
bo.  k  aud  a  curse  upon  tbe  country. 

Mr.  Chairman  the  charge  has  been  made  here, 
and  has  gone  forth  to  the  world,  that  Britii<b,gokl 
bad  il<  influence  upon  our  election^;  that  ihe  Ad- 
ministration was  not  tried  for,  and  condemned  on 
account  of,  its  ruinous  measures.  It  is  not  enoi^;h 
thai  the  pensioned  presses  of  ihe  country  should 
have  made  ibis  charge;  but  hers,  even  here  in  Ihe 
tbe  halls  of  National  Legislation,  those  who  repie- 
(ent  Iteem^^  are  found  to  endorse  it.  The  influ- 
ence of  Priti.>h  gold,  imfeed  I  Tbe  people  are  go- 
vetned  by  other  moiiyes  and  considerations.  Tell 
Ihem  of  danger  from  abroad,  or  of  the  establish- 
ment of  domestic  tyranny  at  ^m?,  and  at  once 
yon  command  their  warmest  sympathies  and  their 
mighiiest  energie.<:.  Sir,  tbe  late  signal  triumph  of 
the  people  over  their  oppressors  wa;  the  result  of 
that  pure  end  elevated  love  of  country,  of  that 
unyielding  and  qnencblesa  love  of  liberty,  which 
ever  has,  and  I  tinst  ever  will  govern  the  aeiions 
of  freemen.  They  saw  their  enrreney  deranged, 
their  commerce  destroyed,  iheir  enterprise  crushed, 
their  industry  unrewarded,  the  Government  of  their 
fa'hers,  though  nominally  the  same,  fa^t  degenerat- 
ing iaio  an  nncuntrolled  and  nnconirallahle  dei>po- 
t  sm.  Is  it,  ihrn,  any  can^e  of  wonder  that  they 
sbcold  rise  in  their  might  and  majesty,  and  barl 
from  place  and  power  those  who  bad  so  loag  aad 
ao  grwvowly  abused  the  trust  confided  to  them? 
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Sir,  ibey  woold  hare  be«n  anwortby  of  tbeir  noble 
parentage  if  Ibey  bad  done  lers. 

The  honorable  member  from  Mississippi  is  now 
able  to  foreiell  what  will  be  th«  measures  of  ihe 
next  Admioistration,  and  to  state  what  will  bs  its 
principle?.  How  long  has  it  been  since  the  friends 
of  the  party  in  power  conid  not  tell  any  thing 
aboot  General  Harrisons's  principles')  Bat  now, 
before  lie  has  entered  apon  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duties,  they  cio  tell  all  about  bis  measures, 
and  are  ready  to  condemn  tbem  in  advance,  and  to 
prophesy  their  overthrow.  True  and  constitutional 
^  Democracy  is  now  in  the  ascendant,  and  I  hope  al- 
ways may  continue  so.  But  gentlemen  need  not 
"lay  the  flatieniig  anction  to  their  souls"  that  the 
spoilsmen  will  again  come  into  power.  Locofoco- 
iam,  agcarianikm,  subtreasuryism  are  bniied,  now 
and  foiever,  and  the  light  of  no  resurrection  morn- 
ing shall  ever  dawn  upon  the  gratre.which  covers 
tbeir  ignoble  remains. 

Mr.  Cbairman,  I  ibaok  you  and  the  commiitee 
for  the  kindness  and  attention  wiib  which  yoti  have 
heard  me,  and  shall  show  my  thankfalness  by  not 
longer  trespassing  on  your  patience  or  Ihe  time 
of  the  House. 

NATURALIZATION  LAWS. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  DUNCAN. 

OF  OHIO, 
In  the  Houte  tf  Sepratntmives,  Jimuary  26,  1841. 

The  fullowfng  remarks  of  Mr.  Duncan,  of  Ohio^ 
in  favor  of  an  amendment  of  the  naturalizitioa 
laws,  were  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Ihe  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes, 
bat  were  not  included  in  his  speech  as  published 
beretofure  for  want  of  room. 

Mr.  DoHCAN  exbibiied  the  bill  to  amend  the  na- 
taralizatiun  laws,  and  saii  it  was  his  intention  to 
introduce  it,  but  lest  be  should  not  hare  an  oppor- 
tunity to  introduce  it,  and  express  his  views  upon 
its  oieriis,  be  would  claim  the  time  and  attention 
of  the  commiitee  while  he  would  submit  a  few  re- 
marks.   Mr.  D.  proceeded  and  remarked: 

What  ate  the  objecia  of  this  bilH  Why,  sir, 
they  are  no  more  nor  less  than  to  secure  to  those 
who  flee  from  despotism,  and  civil  and  religions 
oppression,  the  sam«  rights,  and  a  participation  in 
the  same  privilrgps,  which  our  ancestors  secured 
by  their  flight,  and  which  they  have  Iransmitled  to 
ns,  and  whish,  too,  they  have  tiansmiited  to  us 
free  of  the  traromeW  and  pretended  obligations  that 
bound  them  in  obedience  to  the  mandates  of  a  Bri- 
tish ihrone,and  the  dictates  of  a  haughty  aristocra- 
cy called  "tke  m»lher  country." 

But  what  is  the  Qovernment  which  our  ances- 
tors have  tranvmiited  to  ofl  In  a  word,  it  is  a  Go- 
vernment of  the  peopi?.  Oar  Government  is  called 
.emphatically  "ihe » asylum  of  ihc  opprewed." 
Outs  is  a  Government  of  free  iosiilulions,  and  we 
bav«evei  regarded  the  electiv«  as  the  most  valoa-. 
ble  of  ail  our  free  inoitution-:.  It  is  the  freedom 
of  oor  elective'franchise  ihat  makes  U'.-  a  free  peo- 
ple, and  our  Government  a  fie«  Government. 
Tne  elective  franchise  is  an  inslilution  which  forms 
the  principal  ingredient  of  every  free  Government, 
and'juvt  in  propoiiiim  to  the  extent  to  which  that 
franchise  is  enjoyed  in  a  Ooireinment,  so  is  that 
Oovemment  free. 

I  have  ever  thought,  from  my  rarllest  attention 
10  the  principles  of  Uoveinmeni,  ihai  the  tiective 
franchise  of  this  coun'ry,  ns  it  related  to  foreigners, 
has  been  nnneces  arily  limited  and  trammelled. 
Oarnatora'ization  laws  have  been,  and  are  n  >w, 
complicated,  and  the  time  required  for  foreigners 
to  become  citizens  unnecessarily  proloi^ged.  The 
difficulty  and  expense  atteotJinK  naturalization,  are 
incompaiible  with  the  name  of  our  Government, 
and  the  nature  of  oor  free  institutions.  It  has  ; ver 
been  my  inteation,  siace  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a 
•taitd  on  Ibis  iovT,  at  the  proper  lime,  not  only  to 
express  my  decided  hostility  to  the  naturalization 
laws  as  they  now  exist,  bat  also  to  exert  my  feeble 
aMlides  to  hive  them  amended,  so  as  to  make  ihem 
ceaform  to  the  character  and  nature  of  our  Oovern- 
Mtnt,  and  the  spirit  of  our  Constitutions.  It  affords 
■w  ineapresaible  satisfaotion  to  haveoa  tbia  be«»- 


sion  the  piivilege  to]  lake  part  in  the  commence- 
ment of  a  work  which  has  long  been  near  my 
heart. 

When  our  Government  was  formed,  it  was,  to 
some  extent,  an  experiment.  It  was  formed  wi'h,a 
trembling  hand,  and  with  fearful  apprehensions. 
It  was  the  subject  of  conlemptuoas  derision  and 
malevolent  ridicule  to  the  crowned  heads,  and  the 
aristocracy  of  all  Europe,  and  there  were  not 
tvanting  many  able  statesmen  and  eXpetienced  poli- 
ticians in  our  own  country,  who  predicted  its 
downfall  in  less  than  half  a  century — who  predict- 
ed that  ours  would  go  the  way  of  all  Rfpoblics 

hat  had  gone  before  it.  Hence  it  is  that  some  of 
onr  institutions  are  trammeled  with  resiriction.% 
oibers  enlarged  with  powers  and  privileges  which 
do  not  comport  with  Ihe  free  principles  of  a  simple 
Republican  Government,  and  the  spirk  and  gene- 
ral cha^acte^of  onr  free  injtilutions.  Among  those 
are  to  be  found  a  Federal  judiciary  for  life,  and 
the  limitation  of  tha  elective  franchise,  as  applied 
to  foreigners,  or  the  restraints  interwoven  in  ihe 
naturalization  laws;  though  these  last  proceed 
rather  from  legal  restrictions  than  constitutional 
prohibition.  Ths  sincere  caution  and  patriotic 
motives  which  governed  and  guided  the  greater 
number  of  our  ancestors,  will  prohibit  every  grate- 
ful American  from  reflecting  upon  the  framers  of 
our  Government  for  what  he  may  now  think  an 
nnnecesKary  restraint,  or  a  dangerous  power  im- 
posed or  bestowed  upon  any  of  our  institutions. 
Some  of  onr  institutions  were  framed  wiih  an  eye 
10  thn^  of  a  similar  character  in  the  country  from 
which  we  were  emancipated.  Many  of  o'lr  cus- 
toms, maximi,  and  rules  of  action,  as  well  judicial 
as  political,  common  to  our  country,  were  retain- 
ed, as  well  from  an  attachment  to  precedent  as  a 
confidence  in  their  utility,  and  a  belief  of  their  in- 
trinsic worth;  and  it  is  due  in  gratitude  to  the  cer- 
vices and  memory  of  onr  ancestors,  to  say  ihat  all 
our  institutions  were  made  as  free  as  the  expeii- 
ence  of  the  age  and  the  nature  of  circumstances  at 
that  time  would  permit.  Bat  it  is  now  more 
than  <'half  a  century"  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  onr  Government,  and  the  harmony 
and  regularity  which  has  di!>tiogui^hed  all 
its  movementi--,  independent  of  the  agency  of  the 
reatrictions  and  embarrassments  which  this  bill  is 
intended  to  remove,  (and  some  powers  and  privi- 
leges which  I  hope  to  see  soon  abolished)  must  con-, 
vince  every  one  that  many  of  the  apprehensions 
entertained  that  our  Gsvernment  mi^ht  be  "too 
free"  were  unfounded.  An  experience  of  mare 
than  fifty  years  of  the  practical  and  successful 
operation  of  our  Republican  Gwernment  must 
serve  to  convince  the  most  doubting  and  incredu- 
lous, that  the  people  have  every  requisite  for 
self-government,  viz :  wisdom,  power,  and  honesty. 
Hence  there^is  no  longer  any  apology  for  retain- 
ing re»trictions,  powers  or  privileges,  incompatible 
wiih  oor  free  institutions  or  personal  rights,  which 
originally  had  their  foundAtion  in  Ihe  want  of  a 
lull  confilence  in  the  intcll 'gene*,  capacity,  and 
stability  of  the  people  for  self-government. 

There  is  nii  man  now  living  who  is  imbued  with 
pure  Republican  principles,  who  can  desire  to 
see  that  provision  of  the  United  Stales  Constitution 
perpetuated  or  longer  continued,  which  secures  to 
tae  Federal  judiciary  their  offices  for  life.  There- 
is  sorely  no  advocate  of  equal  rights  and  pure 
Republican  principhs  at  this  day,  who  will  not 
cheerfully  lend  his  aid  and  voice  to  so  amend  the 
C  institution  as  to  limit  the  time  for  which  our 
Ft-rteral  judges  shall  hold  their  officer. 

The  idea  of  au  office  for  life  in  a  RepnbHcan 
Gcvemmen',  »  rundamcntal  principle  of  which  is 
"rotation  in  office,"  is  so  revolting  to  every  pa- 
triotic feeling,  that  one  cannot  think  of  it  without 
horror,  who  is  not  tainted  with  an  attachment  to 
the  principles  of  aristocracy.  The  existence  of  an 
office  for  life  in  a  Republican  Government,  is 
a  contradiction  in  terms,  whirh  nothing  but 
an  unprincipled  sophist  and  a  political  hy- 
pocrite can  reconcile  at  this  day,  and  with  onr 
expeiience  of  the  virtues  of  a  Republican  (Jovern- 
meat.  The  moment  an  office  for  life  in  a  Repnbli 
can  Government  is  bestowed  on  anyone  individoal, 
a  gloom  and  despondency,  to  a  certain  extent,  is  . 
can  °^*'  the,pro$p«ct«  of  every  other  individual  in 


the  commanity,  whose  qualifications  and  virtues 
entitle  him  equally  to  the  same  office.  To  admit 
the  necessity  of  a  life  office  in  our  Oavemment,  i> 
to  admit  the  preposterous  supposition  that  no  per- 
son but  he  who  fi  Is  it  is  qualified;  or  the  troth  of 
the  anti-republican  principle,  that  the  peopl%  bj 
themselves  or  their  reprerentatives,  are  iacapAb!e 
of  filling  offices  with  those  who  are  qualified. 

A  life  offise  in  a  Republican  Govemmenr  is  a 
blight  and  a  political  mildew.  It  is  a  sapptag, 
sucking  vampy  re  upon  all  free  institutions,  ft  is 
a  blasting,  freezing  curse  upon  every  human  politi- 
eil  prospect.  Toe  secret  prayer  of  a  freedoo- 
loving  commanity  for  au  early  death,  is  the  lot  of 
him  who  holds  an  office  for  life  in  a  repablieaa 
Government.  If  I  have  one  wish  above  another, 
it  is  that  I  may  live  to  see  our  Constitution  to 
amended  that  no  man  shall  hold  an  office  for  life 
in  our  Government.  I  hope  to  live  to  see  the  day 
when  our  Constitution  shalf  be  so  amended  Ibat 
oor  Federal  Judiciary,  like  other  men,  shall  bold 
their  offices  for  a  limited  time.  I  have  no  notioa 
that  one  class  of  officers  in  this  conntry  diall  ride 
■pon  the  storm  of  party  in  coostitatiooal  aeearity, 
and  themselves  be  partisans,  while  ait  oibers 
are  liable  to  perish  and  sink.  If  the  tempest  of 
party  is  to  pei^iemally  howl  through  this  eoaa- 
try,  as  it  will,  and  does,  in  all  Governments  sot 
purely  despotic,  then  let  those  who  are  pariittnt 
be  placed  on  the  fame  footing.  If  the  politieal 
ocean,  long  and  wide  as  this  Uoioa,  is  to  heave 
from  its  foundation,  and  rock  and  shake,  and  una 
the  ship  of  State,  let  all  who  ride  m  her  be  made 
equally  liable  to  be  swallowed  in  the  vortex  of  party. 
I  contend  ibat  the  principles  of  justice,  of  equality, 
the  nature  of  onr  free  institutions,  and  the  name 
and  character  of  our  Government,  all  nute  in  de- 
manding Ihat  the  Federal  Constimtion  be  lo 
amended  that  no  office  can  be  held  for  life  in  this 
country.  But,  sir,  I  did  not  rise  to  talk  aboat  ibe 
Federal  jurisdietioo,  I  rose  to  talk  aboat  theaa- 
turalization  laws. 

Sir,  Ihe  objections  I  have  lo  the  natnralizaika 
laws,  consist  in  the  time  they  require  a  foreigBer 
to  reside  in  this  country  before  he  can  beeome  a 
citizen;  the  complication  in  the  laws  themselves 
and  the  expense  and  trouble  they  impose  lo  be- 
eome a  citizen.  I  wish  to  see  it  put  in  the  power 
of  a  foreigner  to  become  a  citizen  with  a  itaocler 
residence  in  this  country,  with  as  little  irooble  and 
expense  as  possible,  and  when  he  takes  the  oaih  of 
allegiance,  I  wish  him  to  enjoy  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  a  native  born  citizen,  which  the  Fe- 
deral'Constitution  does  not  deny  him.  So  thooght 
Thomas  Jefierson,  as  is  eviac«l  in  the  followiag 
extract  from  one  of  his  messages: 

"I  cannot  omit  recommending  a  reviul  of  the  lam  as  tte 
•abject  of  naturftlizauon,  consideriDg  the  onStnery  cteaeee  irf 
human  life,  >  denial  of  ciiizeneliip  onderareaideimorfiiacutK 
ysara,  is  adenial  to  a  great  proportion  ol  Uioae  wlw  aak  u;  mui 
contrula  a  policy  pursued  from  tbeir  first  seuluncoi  bj  nmaj 
pf  those  SLites,  and  stilt  believed  of  coneequeoee  to  ctarpno- 
perity  And  atiall  we  refuse  to  the  unbappj  rngtiifwJfrMi 
distress  that  hospitality  which  tha  savsfes  ol  ibe  wihhiiniMs  ex- 
tended to  our  fathers  arriving  in  this  landt  i^ball  oppramf  !>■• 
manitT  find  no  asrl  um  on  this  globe?  Tlie  ComunnMn,  indni^ 
has  wiselj  provided  that  foradmiaaion  to  ceitsjo  atdoea  of  Im. 
purtant  trusts  a  residejice  shall  be  required  sulSckm  to  dev*. 
lope  character  and  design.  But  might  not  the  genetal  cha- 
racter andcapibiliiiesof  a  citixFn  be  safely  commaBicuad  to 
every  one  manifesting  a  Imna  fids  parposs  of  VBlMiaii^  Ui 
life  iuh]  fortune  permancmly  with  ust" 

Why  has  he  heretofore  not  enjoyed  siiei»bea«fits} 
We  have  had  two  parties  in  this  rountfy  Okwi  the 
commencement  of  oor  Goveraaieot  lo  this  liae, 
and  we  are  likely  to  continue  to  have.  A  Federal 
party  and  a  Democraiie  party.  A  Federal  party, 
so  called  from  their  attachment  to  Federal  priaa- 
pies,  or  a  strong  and  powefnt  Federal  fln^inaiiai 
concentrating  in  it  the  sovereignty  and  indepeadeaec 
of  the  States;  and,  to  a  great  extent,  the  hbeitits 
cf  the  people;  and  also  in  favor  of  all 
and  ali  institutions  which  will  foster,  t 
perpetuate  those  ot>jeeis.  A  Democratic  paiiy,aa 
called  from  their  aiiachments  to  the  ptiaciples  «f 
Democracy — '.o  a  Federal  Oovemmeat  of  iinjiad 
powers — to  the  sovereignty  or  indepeodcttee  of  de 
States,  or  so  much  as  has  not  been  saimicleftd  to 
the  Federal  Government  by  the  letter  of  the  Oi«- 
stitotion — the  broadest  freedom  to  ite 
whether  natives  or  foreigners. 

The  OemoenMis  px^,  in  amwduMs  iriik  te 
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ihnciples  which  gire  tbera  name,  hare  always 
leeD  in  favor  of  the  broadest  liberty  of  speech,  the 
.'reedomof  debate,  and  the  freedom  of  the  prets-^ 
he  most  liberal  exercise  of  ths  elective  franchise, 
uxt  the  least  possible  resiraint  npon  the  pririleees 
>f  naioralizatioD,  which  the  safety  cf  the  conmry 
»oald  admit.  The  Federal,  party  hate  ever  ex- 
!rled  theiaselTes  to  limit  the  freadom  of  speech,  of 
lebate,  and  of  the  pret* ,  to  ciieomseiibe  ttie  elec- 
ire  franchise  within  the  narrowest  possible 
yoaadf,  and  to  throw  all  the  restrictions  and  em- 
)arra(sment8  possible  in  the  way  of  naturalization, 
ind  are  now  endeavoring,  in  violation  of  the  Con- 
tiiatioD,  to  deprive  foreigners  of  the  rights  of  citi- 
lenship.  1  make  no  assertioos  here  bnt  what  I 
»n  prove,  so  I  proceed  to  prove  these. 

I  will  not  trace  onr  political  history  for  this  par* 
)ose  farther  than  the  administration  of  the  elder 
Vdams.  The  Federal  party  had  the  ascendency  in 
)Oth  branches  of  the  National  L^gislatore,  as  well 
n  IB  the  Bxeeaiive  Deparlmeni;  and  here  are 
lome  of  the  fruits  of  that  Adminisiratioa. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  volums  third  of  the  ITntied 
States  Laws,  page  sixty-one,  which  contains  an  act 
lapplementary  to  and  to  amend  the  act  entitled,  "An 
tet  to- establish  a  uniform  rale  of  naiaralizatlon, 
md  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  pasred  on  that  snb- 
ect."  This  act  was  passed  daring  the  Federal  ad- 
ntnistration  of  the  elder  Adam?,  and  was  approved 
>y  him,  June  18ib,  1898.  The  first  section  of  this 
ict  provides-lhat  foreigners  shall  not  be  naturalized 
ihort  of  a  residence  of  foorteen  years  in  this  conn, 
ry  next  preceding  their  application.  This  act  was 
I  Federal  measure,  was  introduced  by  Federalists, 
ras  sustained  by  Federalists,  pissed  by  Federal- 
^  and  approved  by  a  Federal  President.  It  was 
ipposed  by  the  Democratic  party  in  Congress,  as 
he  journals  show  which  I  bold  in  my  band,  and 
>y  the  Democratic  party  out  of  Congress,  as  the 
(olitical  history  of  the  country  shows.  I  hold  in 
ny  hand  the  act  which  is  now  in  force,  and  which 
epeals  the  fourteen  year  act,  and  reduces  the  tcsi- 
leuee  of  foreigners  necessary  to  naturaliziiion  to 
ive  years.  This  act  was  opposed  by  the  Federal 
>arty  then  in  Coogiess,  as  the  journals  which  I 
told  in  my  band  show.  It  was  passed  by  the  De- 
nocratic  paity;  but  it  was  passed  as  the  sor^eon 
Irawa  the  tooth — it  was  passed  by  the  hardest  effort. 
{at  I  wish  to  be  brief:  1  will  come  up  to  mc>dem 
imei. 

Last  winter,  a  Democratic  member  (Mr.  Hand 
if  New  York)  introduced  a  bill,  fit  aa  early  period 
if  the  session,  to  shotten  the  residence  required  1>y 
be  act  now  in  force.  Thit  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Jndiciary.  A  majority  of  that 
oaoiittee  were  Federalists  (modern  Wh'g^;)  bnt 
10  power  on  this  earth  was  able  to  rcscne  it  from 
heir  hands.  It  slept  the  sleep  of  death.  The  same 
entUman  introduced  a  similar  bill  at  the  com- 
leneement  of  this  seii^on.  A  motion  was  made 
>  refer  it  to  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  Hon^e  on 
le  state  of  the  Union;  that  motion  failed  by  a  par- 
r  rote,  the  Federalists  voting  against  i>.  A  mo- 
ion  was  made  t»  refer  it  to  the  standing  Commit- 
t€  on  the  JadieUrr,  that  motion  waj  carried  by  a 
>arty  vote — every  Federalist  in  the  Honse  voting 
or  it,  and  the  Democracy  against  it;  and  there  that 
.iU  now  is  safe  for  an  eternal  sleep.  But  I  shall 
lot  parsae  the  history — this  is  enough  for  my  pur- 
ose.  I  conld  make  a  book  of  the  party  strnegles 
>n  the  Enbject  of  naturalization;  in  every  instance 
i[  whiflii,  the  Democracy  have  been  on  the  side  of 
iberality>  and  the  Federalists  on  the  side  of  restrio- 
on.  Here  is  proof — historical  ptoof—documen- 
uy  proof,  of  the  fact,  that  it  is  a  cardinal  priaci- 
le  with  the  Federal  party  to  throw  every  possible 
estrietion  an4  embarrassment  in  the  way  of  naiu- 
alication.  But  the  Federalists  do  not  stop  at  re- 
trictions  W>d  embirrassmentv;  ibey  seek  to  over- 
irow  the  privilege  and  consiitational  rights  of  na> 
aralization;  they  seek  to  deprive  the  foreigner 
f  the  right  of  citizenship  at  presen%  and  in  all 
tme  to  come;  they  seek  to  make  the  foreigner  a 

•j^ggij "a  hewer  of  wood  and  a  drawer  of  water." 

fhe  country  is,  at  this  lime,  overspread  with  '-JVa- 
ive  Atneriean  Associations."  Native  American 
Lasociatlons !  1  wiU  remark  npon  that  term  be- 
ore  I  take  nxf  seat.  Yes,  sir,  onr  coaniry  is  over- 
preadirith  Nttire  AaMiwti  AsKwisiiona  I    And 


what  is  their  objectl  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  memo- 
rial which  answers  the  qnestion.  Her*  it  is : 
"To  the  tionorebla  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeentatires  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Uontfreee  aaaembled: 
'TBi,Low-CiTizENa;  The  petition  of  itie  undeisigned  otiEena 
of  the  United  8'ates,  and  oj  the  Sute  of  Illinois,  reeneclluliy 
showa  their  belief,  that  tiW haa  fulfilled  the  object  had  In  view 
bj  our  fathen  at  the  period  of  adoping  the  Conitituiion,  when 
Iher  gave  the  Congrese  the  power  of  passing  laws  for  the  natu- 
ralhation  of  foreigner;  anJ  your  petitioners  also  show  their  tw- 
lief,  that  the  farther  admission  of  foreigner*  to  a  participation 
in  the  political  rights  of  native  Aroericaos,  would  l»  huitful  to 
the  interests  of  our  country,  an<l  if  continue,!  will,  sooner  or 
later,  prove  destructive  to  our  Republican  in^tituuons.  Your 
petitioners,  ttterefore,  ask  the  atuntion  of  your  honorable  body 
to  the  vaiious  petitions  foraiepeal  of  thi  naturalization  laws 
which  have  heeo  formerly  presented  to  your  !i  onorable  body; 
and  tbay  farther  ask  your  honorable  body  (o  rep  eal  entirely  the 
laws  which  now  exist  in  regard  to  ths  natura  llzation  of  fo- 
r^ignen." 

What  do  you  think  of  that,  sir?  Yt  ur  Cleik'j 
desk  groans  with,  such  petitions  frou  "Native' 
American  Associations,"  and  Federalists  not  assn* ' 
ciaied  under  that  name.  And  of  whon  and  of 
what  ara  those  Native  American  As^ociati  ns  com- 
posedt  Federalists;  I  answer,  without  the  fear  of 
successful  contradiction,  Ffderalists.  Theie  is  not 
a  pure  Eepublican  in  the  United  Sta'e>,  who  has 
ever  favored  at  heart  the  principles  of  Democracy, 
who  has  initiated  himself  in  on*  of  those  infamous 
associations.  Infamous,  did  I  sayl  li  that  too 
bard  a  termi  No,  not  when  we  contemplate  the 
object.  The  name  is  good— it  is  honorable.  It  is 
not  the  first  time  we  have  known  a  name  lo  be  as- 
sumed for  a  purpose  foreign  lo  4he  purpose  which 
the  name  would  imply.  We  have  frequently 
known  a  name  to  be  used  to  cover  the  basest 
frauds.  Wc  have  seen,  within  the  last  twenty-five 
years,  the  politieal  vocabalary  eibaatted  of  names 
to  cover  the  dangerous  and  subverting  princip'es 
of  Federalism;  and  snch  is  the  object  of  both  the 
name  and  the  association  in  qne«tion. 

The  true  interpretation  of' "Native  American 
Association"  will  be  understood  by  every  patriot 
when  things  shall  be  called  by  their  right  name.. 
The  translation  of  "Native  American  Association" 
will  be,  base  demagogues;  vtola'ors  of  the  Constitn- 
tion;  corrupt  minions  of  Federalism;  polluters  of 
the  purs  fountains  of  Repablicanisis;  infamous  d;- 
spoilers  of  the  elective  franchise;  myrmidons  of  des- 
potism on  the  soil  of  our  free  institutions;  calumnia- 
tors and  foul  detractors  of  the  Ameri(»n  character 
and  Republican  principle?;  reckles?  political  swin- 
dlers, oho  wonld  sacrifice  their  country,  and  sink  to 
eternity  herfreeinslituiiotis,  tolive  aday  ihcmseiVes 
on  their  ruins;  hi°h  handed  political  railers  at  the 
rewards  due  to  the  immortal  memories  and  patriu- 
tic  services  of  Lafayefte,  DeKalb,  Pulaski,  M<mt- 
gomery,  Kosciusko,  and  a  host  of  other  foreigners, 
whoss  name)  will  be  snog  when  those  who  com- 
pose your  "Native  American  Asseciation"  will  be 
lost  in  forgetfulness.  Native  American  A<'S'>cia- 
tiott !  Sir,  the  name,  in  connection  with  the  object, 
sickens  me. 

Sach  an  Associatton.for  such  a  purpose,  disgraces 
the  American  escntcheon,  and  merits  the  indignant 
fcorn  of  every  lover  of  human  liberty  and^re- 
pablican  freedom.  Such  an  institution,  'for 
such  a  purpose,  is  worthy,  with  its  members,  to  be 
the  ready  in'itrumenis.  the  tools,  and  the  corrupt 
minions  «f  a  swindling,  shinplaster,  rotten  be- 
rough,  stockjobbing  aristocracy,  and  of  which,  too, 
they  are  a  part.  And  yet,  strange  lo  say,  and  al- 
most incredible,  I  am  told  there  are  ftirei^ners  who 
have  enrolled  themselves  in  those  aisociitions.  If 
there  be  such  a  foreigner,  that  mau  is  prepared  to 
open  his  jaws  for  ibe  bit,  bend  bis  back  lor  the 
saddle,  and,  like  Balaam's  a.s.s,  receive  the  kicks  of 
his  master,  without  even  the  right  to  say,  "My 
lord,  my  lord,  why  «mite.'<t  thou  me?" 

Sir,  I  could  compile  a  book  of  Federal  memo- 
rials, re.iolntions,  orders,  sayins',  &c.  that  have  fo^ 
tboir  object  the  disfraDchisement  of  foreigners;  but 
time  will  not  p?rmit:  I  will  have  to  cnuGne  myself 
to  two  or  three  more  exposes.  I  hold  in  my  hand 
an  address  of  one  of  those  association:  railed  "Na- 
tive American,"  from  which  I  will  read  an  extract: 
"We  do  solemnly  resolve  to  opp'^  the  election  or  appoint- 
ment of  any  but  American  citrxens'to  nlTice,  and  henceforward 
aM  our  united  cSbris  and  unsparing  zeal  to  procure  such  an  al- 
teration in  the  naturalization  law  as  shall  exrlnde  frmntht  right 
^  tuffragt  aUforeignera  who  come  into  tlie  country  after 
such  law  has  passed.'' 

In  the  opinion  of  a  Federalist  of  high  standing, 
amoaf  oilier  tUagit  wt  find  the  followiDgi 


'^r  the  Irish  foreigner*,  most  of  th«m  are  paupers,  stranger*,  , 
sojourners,  loafer^  and  other  cattle,  who  eontribnte  not  one  cent 
to  the  maintenance  uf  the  Oovemment,  and  are  not  fouiMl  flave 
on  the  days  of  election,  and  are  never  seen  aflerwards.  Tliey 
■wear  falsely  with  perlvct  impunity  as  respects  punlsiitnent  In 
this  world,  and  according  to  whose  faiib,  perhaps,  ths  pries  of  • 
daj'a  tabor  give*  Ihsm  (UM  Roman  CatboUcs]  absolutiua  for  the 
nezt." 

I  am  no  Roman  Catholic;  bnt  I  believe  'thU^a 
base  slaader  npon  the  Irish,  worthy  of  a  dema- 
gogue and  a  liar;  and,  I  believe  a  foal  detraction 
from  tl^  principles  of  the  Roman  Catholic  reli- 
gion, worthy  of  a  polluted  heart  or  a  benighted 
mind. 

The  prewnt  Executive  of  the  Stale  of  New 
York,  Gtovemor  Seward,  in  his  inirgura!  message, 
says: 

"  There  it  another  retouree  whteh  it  our;  nelthtr 
hy  inheritance  nor  by  purehate,  nor  by  vi^tcnxe  nor 
by  fraud.  It  it  the  LABOB-the  incaleutoble  LABOR 
of  the  European  Slalet  The  tnith  of  this  state- 
ment every  native  American  Is  proud  to  admit;  it  is.  Indeed, 
by  their  labor,  AND  BY  THAT  ONLY,  Uat  I'orsigners 
render  jl.V  Y  SJSIC  VICE  to  the  Untied  Spates;  and  It  is  the 
duly,  OS  ttie  th'ejiiRt  prem*atiTe  of  the  American  people,  TO 
COlfP/NE  THEM  TO  THIS  TfTEIii  ONLY  PRO- 
PER VOCATION JN  OUR  COUNTRY." 

This  seniim'eni  is  worthy  of  the  tdtci  of  a  beart- 
Irss  despot.  But  it  is  now  time  that  I  should  intro- 
duce the  alien  and  sedition  laws  as  a  p^rt  of  my 
expose  of  Federal  hostility  to  foreigners,  as  well 
as  the  liberty  of  ^e<-cb,  the  enjoyment  of  debate, 
and  the  freedom  of  ihc  press;  and  first  of  the 
Alien  law,  t  read  from  vol.  3J,  United  States  Laws, 
page  66: 

"AN  kCT  CONCERNTNG  ALIENS, 
"And  be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  it  snail  be  lawfol  for  the  Pre  - 
sidcnt  of  tbs  United  States,  at  soy  time  daring  ihe  cootiouancs 
of  this  act,  to  order  all  such  aliens  as  be  shall  judge  dani^roiM 
to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  United  States,  or  stiatt  have  rea- 
sunabte  grounds  to  suspect  are  concerned  in  any  trsasonalHe  or 
secret  miicbinatiODs  sgainst  the  Government  tlwr*of,to  dsp«n 
out  of  the  territory  of^the  United  States,  wiilun  ruch  time  as 
shall  he  expressetl  in  such  order;  which  order  shall  tieeervetl 
on  such  alien  by  delivering  him  a  copy  thereof,  or  leaving  the 
sAme  at  his  usual  abode,  and  reiuriieo  to  the  olfice  of  lite  fie- ' 
creiary  of  State,  by  the  man^h'il,  ur  uihcr  persons  to  whom  tha 
same  nhall  he  directed.  And  in  ca-'c  any  alien  so  ordered  lo  de- 
part, shall  be  found  at  large  within  the  United  Btfttes  aft9  the 
time  limited  in  such  order  for  bis  departure,  and  not  having  oti- 
taineil  a  licence  lri>m  the  Pienidfni  to  reside  therein,  or  having 
oblainM]  such  license,  Ehftll  not  have  conformed  thereto,  every 
such  .ilien  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  Im  imprieoned  for  a 
term  hot  exceeding  Ihti-.u  ye^i-s,  and  fihall  never  after  bead* 
mitt'^d  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  Uuited  Suites. 
''Approved,  June  26, 1798." 

I  Will  read  no  more  from  thi<  law— this  is 
en' ugh  for  my  parpo  e.  And  new  for  the  sedition 
law.  In  the  volume  3,  United  Slates  Liws,  paga 
98,  secoad  section  pf  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
Sta'e.s  we  find  the  following! 

**Ttftt  if  any  persfMi  sfanll  write,  print,  utter  or  publish,  or 
shall  cause  or  procure  to  tw  writien,  printed,  uiterador  pub* 
lished,  or  phall  knowingly  and  wlltinrly  aseist  or  aid  in  writing, 
printin^or  publishineany  fal^,  scandalous  or  nialicioi:*  writing 
or  writings  against  the  (Government  of  ihe  United  State*  or 
either  Houiie  <<r  the  Congress  of  the  Untied  States,  or  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  Stales,  wiih  infnt  to  defame  the  said  Go- 
vernment, or  either  House  of  the  said  CoHgrese,  or  ihe  sahl 
PresitlttDt,  or  to  bring  them  or  eitner  of  them  into  contempt  or 
disrepute, or  to  excite  sg^tnst  them  oreliher  or  any  of  them  the 

hatrtm  o(  the  good  people  of  ttie  United  States 

B'lrh  person  being  convicted  thereof,  before  any  court  of  the 
llnitedStateshavingjuriedictiontiisreof,  shall  he  punisbsd  by 
tiiio  notexreeJing  two  thousand  dollars,  aud  by  imprisoomeut 
not  exceeding  two  years." 

These  two  extracts  constitute  alt  that  is  necessa- 
ry for  mn  to  expose  of  these  laws.  They 
would  have  been  belter  fitted  for  a  place  in  the 
codes  of  Caligula  or  Nero  than  in  the  American 
siatute  book.  I  might  «fk  the  foreigner,  I  care  not 
from  what  despotism  he  may  have  Qed,  whether  or 
not  his  condition  wonld  be  much  Improved  umfer 
the  existence  of  such  law.i  as  these.  1  Have  ex- 
posed them,  and  I  intend  lo  make  them  a  part  of 
my  printed  remarks,  because  I  think  ibey  cannot 
be  loo  frequently  exposed.  I  think  ihe  safety  of 
oar  free  int-titntions  and  our  personal  librrty  re- 
quire their  flequ«nt  rxpnsition.  True,  they  have 
been  repealed,  .Mill  they  occupy  a  place  in  the 
American  statute  book  to  its  disgrace  and  infamy. 
Bat  1  woul.l  not  have  them  expunged  if  I  could.  I 
would  not  only  let  them  remain  on  ihe  siatnie 
book,  bnt  I  would  have  tbem  transla<ed  into  every 
tongut,  and  ported  upon  the  high  ways  at  public 
corners — npon  the  church  pillars  and  in  every  fo- 
ram.  They  wonld  serve  a?  warnings  and  beacons 
to  the  unwary,  that  even  here  liberty  is  only  to  be 
perpetuated  by  a  vigilance  and  an  nneeasing 
watchfolnes.*,  which  can  only  be  smrpassed  by  the 
bravery  and  patriotism  which  rsscned  it  from  the 
grasp  of  dcsfwum. 
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To  nndersund  Ui«  motives  which  gave  birih  to 
dxMe  legal  monsters,  it  is  neccKstry  to  refer  to  the 
Ustory  of  the  times  of  their  pnsssge. 

Toe  Federal  party,  ia  1796,  trmmphed  in  the 
eleelioa  of  the  eider  Adams,  and  not  only  in  his 
election,  bnt  in  the  election  of  both  branches  of 
Congress.  That  was  their  fint  uiampb.  Having 
gained  the  ascendency,  the  next  object  was  to  re- 
tain it.  The  sediiioD  law  was  intended  to  operate 
OB  native  bem  citizens,  as  well  as  foreigners.  It 
was  intended  to  benumb  the  tongne,  palsy  the 
hand,  and  suppress  ihe  press.  It  was  intended  to 
aeeai«  the  re-eleotiou  of  the  Presidential  incnm- 
bent  and  the  Federal  members  of  Congress,  by 
preventing  any  and  all  exposes  of  their  Federal 
principles  and  their  subverting  corruptions,  by 
making  heavy  fines,  forfeitares,  and  iinprisonment 
the  penalty  of  the  exercise  of  rights  which  IheCon- 
ttitntion  secnres,  and  which  is  the  prerogative  of 
fi«emen  at  all  times  and  ia  all  pUce^;  and  perhaps 
BO  law  was  ever  mor£  faithfully  executed  than 
was  that  infamous  law.  Freseniments,  indict- 
ments, prosecutions,  jodgments,  convictions,  im- 
prisonments, and  forfeitures,  were  the  order  of  the 
day.  The  prisons  groaned  and  the  public  newspa- 
pers teemed  with  sherifiV*  and  marshals'  adverllse- 
nenis  for  the  sale  of  forfeited  estates  and  eonfis- 
ckted  goods  and  chattels,  to  sxtisfy  the  "crimes 
against  the  United  States^"  and  the  crimes  eon- 
sisted  in  the  exercise  of  the  r^&is  of  freemen,  and 
u  expose  of  a  corrupt,  a  worihlets,  and  a  despotic 
Administration. 

The  alien  law  was  intended  to  operate  on  fo- 
relgtJtrs.  This  act,  it  will  t)e  seen,  auihurized  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  to  order  any  fo- 
reigner whom  ht  might  think  dangerous  to  the 
country  to  depart  therefrom.  It  is  to  be  under- 
stood, from  the  fact  ihai  both  the  alien  and  eedi- 
tton  laws  were  on'y  to  be  in  force  for  two  years, 
that  they  were  intended  for  the  sole  purpose  of  se- 
curing the  re-election  of  the  Federal  Administra- 
tion, and  securing  it  in  the  fall  and  unchecked  ex- 
ereise  of  its  corrupt  and  despotic  measures  which 
80  justly  d«signated  it  "the  reign  of  terror."  The 
safely  of  "the  good  people  of  the  United  States,'* 
and  the  preservation  of  the  country  from  the  influ- 
ence of  foreii;ner!>,  formed  do  part  of  the  conside- 
ration fo'r  the  parage  of  either  the  alien  or  sedi- 
tion laws.  I  repsai,  it  was  to  perpetuate  in  power 
Ihe  Federal  party:  hence  it  was,  that  power  was 
given  to  the  President  le  order  any  foreigner  to  de- 
part the  country.  It  was  enough  for  him  to  know 
that  the  foreigner  was  opposed  to  the  Federal  par- 
ty, their  principles,  and  his  re  election:  that  being 
known,  the  Executive  mandate  could  Issue'  He 
who  had  the  m  sforinne  to  be  bom  without  the 
United  States,  by  that  mandate  could  be  east  upon 
the  widespread  deep,  without  preservation  or  sup- 
port, to  be  landed  wherever  the  tempests  and  waves 
might  land  him,  for  no  other  crime  than  that  of  be- 
ing a  Democrat.  For  the  exercise  of  this  high  and 
arbitrary  prero^tlive,  no  presentment  to  a  grand 
jury  was  nece-sary^no  trial  by  a  petit  jury — no 
jndigiaent  of  a  cotirt  was  necestary — all  forms  of 
trial  and  of  justice  were  dispensed  with;  and  if  the 
nnforninate  victim  of  Executive  Federal  ven- 
geance failed  t  >  comply  wiih  and  obey  the  man- 
date, his  fate  wa«  still  harder;  for,  without  present- 
ment, trial,  or  jadgment,  a  mandate  from  the  same 
kuthorlty  ca»t  him  into  a  loaihsume  pnion,  to  lin- 
ger and  languish  and  wasie  away  three  years  of  a 
life  which  had  periled  every  thing  that  life  and  for- 
tane  could  peril,  to  secure  a  home  and  an  asylum 
here. 

No  time  I  have  now  will  permit  me  to  enume- 
rate the  prosecoiioBs  under  and  by  tho»  odiont 
laws.  I  will  alUde,  however,  to  one  ease,  though 
involving  no  other  principle  or  haidship  than  any 
or  all  others.  I  name  it  btcaose  the  victim  was 
distiagoisbed  for  hi*  talents,  bis  integrity,  his  pn- 
tity  of  priiusiple,  and  his  fearless  patriotism.  The 
individual  to  whom  I  allude  was  Matthew  Lyon. 
He  was  an  Irishman  by  birth,  bnt  a  naturalized 
eitisen,  cooseqaeatly  without  the  pale  and  power 
of  the  alien  law.  He  was  the  editor  ot  a  Demo- 
cratic newspaper  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  a 
member  of  Congress  elect.-  He  was  iodiciad, 
ined,  and  found  guilty,  for  publishing  a  political 
aniett  against  John  Adama,  tko  PnaMeat  of  the 


United  States.  He  was  fined  ope  thousand  dollars, 
and  costs  et  suit,  and  sentenced  to  four  moAths' 
imprisonment.  The  fine  to  the  la!"!  cent  was  eol- 
lec  ed,  and  the  imprisanment  inflicted  and  endured. 
Bdt  Federalism,  not  satisfied  with  prosecntiog  him 
to  insolvency  and  the  prison,  sought  to  persecute 
him  to  political  disgrace,  with  no  less  avidity  and 
bitterness.  Here  is  the  resolution  which  was  in- 
troduced for  his  expulsion  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presenialives.  I  read  this  resolniion,  and  shall 
make  it  a  part  of  my  printed  remarks,  not  only  to 
show  it  to  the  present  (generation  as  a  precious  re- 
miniscence of  Federalism  as  it  then  was,  but  also 
to  show  the  deprave^  and  malignant  spirit  with 
which  the  party  sought  to  prostrate  the  man  who 
dare  maintain<  the  rights  of  a  freeman.  Here  it 
the  resolotion: 

"Rtnlved,  Ttitt  Hatltiew  Lyon,  a  memlier  of  Ihis  Hogae, 
hiring  Iwen  conricted  of  tning  a  malicfous  and  Mdiiioas  per- 
•on,  and  of  a  deprared  mind  and  wiclied  and  dialwUcal  dia|io*l- 
lion,  and  pf  wicliediT  and  raalicioiuly  concrlring  to  dafaow  tha 
Oonrnmeat  of  tl<o  Untied  StatM;  and  of  luring,  Willi  intent 
and  dnign,  defsmad  ilw  GoremDwot  of  tha  Unlud  Blaiea,  and 
Jobn  AiGuiu,  ihe  Preaidant  of  the  ITnlted  Blalea,  and  U>  bring 
the  laid  Ooir  em  ment  and  I'cealdent  into  dinepuie  and  contain  pi; 
and  with  intent  and  detign  to  exciteagafnat  the  aafd  Ooremment 
and  Preaident  the  haired  of  the  good  people  of  the  United 
Siatea,  and  to  atir  up  aedition  in  the  United  Siaiea,  hath  written 
and  publiahed  certain  acandalooa  wtltioga  oi  llbela,  be  therefore 
expelled  from  thia  Bouaa." 

This  is  the  resolution,  and  here  is  the  list  of  Fe- 
deralists who  voted  for  it,  beginning  with  John 
Allen,  and  ending  with  K.  Wain,  toriy-nint  in 
number,  the  whole  Federal  pack  then  in  Congress, 
(of  the  Honse.)  Here  are  the  names  of  the  Demo- 
cratic members,  all  of  whom  voted  against  the 
resolution,  beginning  with  G.  Bain,  and  ending 
wiih  R.  Williams.  Now,  sir,  to  give  yon  and  the 
country  indisputable  evidence  that  the  Democracy 
of  this  day  aie  contending  against  the  same  Fede- 
ral, parly,  governed  by  the  same  principles  and 
spirit,  8«  far  as  ihe  disposition  to  restrain  by  law 
the  exercise  of  iadividnal  political  rights  is  con- 
cerned, I  ask  to  read  a  bill,  which  was  introduced 
in  the  Senate  not  long  since  by  a  bigb-tooed  mo- 
dern Federaliii,  [Mr.  CRimiiocM,  of  Kentucky.] 
Here  is  the  blU:  it  is  called  the  modern  sedition 
bilh 

"Be  U  tnaeled  by  the  Senate  and  Bnae  of  Ktpretent- 
ative*  0/  the  Unirea  Slalee  of  America  in  Congrem  a—em- 
btedf  That  from  and  aficr  the  firat  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  handred  and  tbinsr  nine,  no  marehai  ordepaiy 
marettal,  no  poetmasier  or  depnty  poatmaaier,  no  receiver  or 
register  of  a  land  ofltce,  or  any  of  their  deputies  or  clerki>,  no 
aurveyor  general  of  Ihe  public  landa,  or  any  of  hi«  deduiies  or 
aaaiatanta,  no  collector,  aarreyor,  naral  officer,  weigher,  ganger, 
appraiaer,  or  other  officer  or  peraon  whanoever  concerned  or 
employed  in  the  charging,  collecting,  levying,  or  maoacing  the 
cuatoma,  or  any  branch  or  part  thereof,  no  engineer,  officer,  or 
agent  etnployed  or  concerned  in  the  execution  or  aupertnlend* 
BQCQ  of  any  of  the  public  worka,  ahall  by  word,  meeaaga,  or 
writing,  or  in  any  other  manner  whalaoerer,  endeavor  to  per- 
auade  any  elector  to  give,  or  diarjade  any  elector  from  giving, 
bia  vote  for  the  ctioice  of  any  peraon  to  be  elector  of  Preeideni 
and  Vica  Preaident  of  theee  Coiled  Statea,  or  for  the  choice  of 
any  person  to  be  a  Senator  or  Repreeentative  in  the  Con- 
greaa  of  the  aald  United  Hiue*,  or  for  the  choice  of  any  per- 
aon to  he  Governor  or  Lientenant  Oovemorof  any  State,  or 
of  any  person  to  be  a  lUpresentatlve  or  member  in  the  legisla- 
tive department  of  any  Slate  of  thia  Union,  or  for  the  choice  of 
anv  peraon  to  serve  in  any  pubttc  office  eetabliehed  by  tha  law 
ofany  of  aaid  Statea;  nor  shall  any  auch  officer  or  puraon  inter- 
med4le  in  any  of  the  eleciiona  above  mentioned,  or  uae  any 
meana  with  intent  to  influence  or  control  the  fame,  otherwise 
than  by  giving  hie  own  vote;  and  every  person  offending  therein 
ahall  forfeit  the  aum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  one  moiety  thereof 
10  the  iiiforn^r,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  United 
Btalea  aforeaaid,  to  be  recovered,  with  costs  of  auit,  by  any  per- 
aon thai  shall  eue  for  the  aaine,  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  or  plaint 
in  any  of  ihe  district  or  circuit  couria  of  the  United  States;  and 
every  person  convicted,  on  any  such  auit,  of  the  said  ofTtince, 
ahall  (hereby  become  difabled  and  incapable  of  aver  tieariiig  or 
executing  any  office  or  place  of  trust  wbataoever  under  the  aald 
United  Btatee." 

This  bill  involves  the  tame  principle  of  the  sedi- 
tion law  of  "black-cockade  memory."  Mr.  Bell 
(true  blue)  cf  Tennessee,  of  the  House,  introduced 
another  of  the  same  character,  and  so  nearly  in  the 
same  words  that  I  »hall  not  ask  your  lims  to  read 
it.  Tno%  bills  were  opposed  by  every  Democrat, 
in  the  Senate  and  House,  and.were  sustained  by 
most  of  the  Federalists,  1  believe,  who  did  not 
skulk  Ihe  vote.  There  is  an  insidious  attempt  to 
make  the  impression  that  those  bills  were  intended 
to  prevent  the  interference  of  Federal  officers  in 
elections,  but  that  was  a  mean  hypocritical  sham: 
so  we  will  find  it  when  the  power  elect  comes  into 
office.  We  will  hear  of  no  complaint  then  of  the 
interference  of  Federal  rffieers  in  elections.  In- 
terference in  elections  will  be  made  part  of  their 
official  dnnty.  The  Federal  banner  will  bear  the 
inscriptiop,  "Federalism  txptcu  every  nan  to  do  bit 


duty  at  the  polls."  I  trust  I  have  diBplaye4  nfi- 
cient  political  history  to  illustrate  the  fael  ihatte 
Federal  party '  have  been  what  thej  are  new,  aai 
that  they  are  now  what  they  have  been,  taemia  tt 
Ihe  free  exereise  of  the  elective  fianebiae,  oppond 
to  the  constitutional  rights  of  foreign  emifcraMi,aad 
in  favor  of  prohibiting  the  freedom  of  a}Mceh,oC 
debate,  and  of  the  press.'  I  now  atJc  yo«r  aniaa 
while  I  present  some  of  the  evidences  )  with  whiek 
oar  pohtical  history  abounds)  to  prove  ihatka 
Democratic  party,  whether  in  or  out  of  offiecj  have 
uniformly  opposed  all  political  measares  caieihlid 
to  suppress  ticedom  in  any  case,  triihia  ike  maia- 
ing  of  ihe  Constitution  or  the  spirit  of  oar  free  » 
stiiutions,  in  addition  to  the  fact  (bat  the  Demo- 
cratic party  to  a  man  opposed  the  alien  and  aediiaM 
laws,  as  well  their  passage  as  their  exeeatioo.  Ia 
every  instance  when  the  question  of  waking  te 
naturalization  laws  more  favorable  to  foreiga  emi- 
grants has  been  presented,  the  Democracy  have  ex- 
erted themselves  in  their  behalf,  as  ibe  jooraak 
which  I  hold  in  my  bands  show,  and  aiMh  it  lb* 
well  known  history  of  the  eonnirf  and  of  the  paF- 
ties. '  Here~&re  two  oi  three  extracts  from  the  Be^ 
tucky  and  Virginia  Reeolations,  ao  called.  They 
speak  the  Democratic  feeling  which  prevailed  ia 
the  country  at  the  >time  that  Ibe  alien  and  aediiian 
laws  were  in  foree: 
First  extract: 

"That  the  Qaneral  Aaaambly  doth  panieaiaily  prouat 
agalnat  the  palpable  and  alarming  tnliaciiins  of  tha  C«aallm- 
tkin,  la  Iha  two  lata  caaea  of  the  'Allaa  aad  SadMwi  Aam,' 
paaaedatllMlaalaeaaioa  of  Caagraas;ihafintof  vhteh  «xae- 
dsea  a  power  nowhere  delegated  lo  Uie  Federal  GaranuDCMi 
and  which,  by  uniting  Legialativa  and  JaJicUl  imwtiia  ta  thaaa 
of  Ezacutiva,  aubvena  the  general  priodplBB  of  &  tc«a  Qo- 
vemmeoi,  aawell  as  the  particular  orgaaisatna  utdpeafeiTa 


proviaiona  of  the  Federal  CoDalitaiiin;  and  ilw  othtr  < 
act  exerciaea,  in  Ilka  manner,  a  power  net  delaaiad  by  Iha 
Consutuiion;  but,  on  Iha  eooirary,  ezpraeaiy  and  pownly 
forbidden  by  one  of  the  amendmenu  ibame;  k  pnnr  wtick, 
more  than  any  other,  ought  to  produce  univcfial  alann;  ba- 
caaae  it  ii  levelled  againat  that  rizhl  of  freely  exuninlDg  peMic 
chataeiaraand  meamrea,  andof  free  cammunieauoa  aaeag  ilia 
people  thereon,  which  haa  ever  been  JnaUy  daanaad  ika  aaty 
effectual  guaidiao  of  every  other  right." 

Second  extract : 

"That  tha  frieodleea  alien  hu  iodaad  been  adaelad  aaika 
safest  subject  of  a  first  experiment;  but  the  citixen  wfll  aoea 
follow,  or  rather  haa  already  followed,  for  alieadr  liaa  a  aeA- 
tion  act  maiked  him  aa  iia  prey:  that  theae  and  avooaaalTa  a« 
of  the  aame  character,  unleaa  arcaated  oo  iba  Ihraafaai^  aaM 
tend  lo  drive  theee  State*  into  revolution  and  bletd,  and  w« 
fnmiah  new  calumnies  againat  Rspoblkan  GavenaMaia,  aad 
new  prelaxu  for  thoae  who  wiabed  it  to  be  balinad  that  nan 
cannot  be  governed  but  by  a  rod  ef  iron;  that  It  would  ba  a 
daneeroua  del  ualoQ,  were  a  confidence  in  the  men  of  o«rc* 
loeileaee  our  fears  for  the  aafetyof  ovr  rIglUK  that — ' 
is  every  where  the  parent  of  tleapotiaai;  that  frea 
ia  founded  in  jealousy  and  not  in  confidence;  it  ia  ieeloaay.Mt 
confidence,  which  |>reecribea  limited  Coiiaiitaiiona  ta  Mad 
down  thoae  whom  we  are  obllgad  to  imat  arith  powan  thateac 
Conadtutioo  haa  accordingly  fixed  iba  limiM  to  wlilcfc,  aadaa 
further,  our  confidence  may  go  " 
Third  extract; 

"It  can  never  be  admitted  that  thenmoral  of  aHMa^  ■nha- 
rixed  by  the  act,  ia  to  be  eonaideied,  not  aa  a  poniatHBait  liic  aa 
ofTcince,  but  oa  a  meaaura  of  precaution  and  pfereoiioo.  If 
Ihe  baniahraent  of  an  alien  hnm  the  country  into  wbick  bo  kaa 
been  invited,  aathe  aaylum  moat  anaptckrae  to  hie  happluaaa;  a 
country  wliere  be  may  have  formed  the  moai  Mad«r  tunaac- 
liana;  where  he  may  have  invealed  bia  entire  prapeny,  and  ac- 
quired oropetty  of  the  real  and  permaooat  aa  wait  as  of  dw 
moveable  and  temporary  kind;  where  he  eoj«y*  undar  liia  laara 
a  greater  ahare  of  Iha  bleaaiogs  of  pacaooal  aee<afty,  and  par- 
Bonal  liberty,  than  he  can  elaewhere  hope  lor,  ana  wherw  he 
may  have  nearly  completed  hie  probatloaaiy  rifle  la  eilizaii- 
ship;  if,  moreover,  in  the  execgtioa  of  the  esaieaea  agninat 
him,  he  is  u>  be  exposed,  not  only  to  the  otdioaiy  dangan  of 
ine  sea,  but  to  the  peculiar  caauafties  incidant  to  a  crista  of  war, 
andofunuaual  llcentioueneaaon  that  element,  and  poaaibly  w 
vindictive  pgrpoaea  which  hia  emigraiioa  ilaeu  maT  ttava  pn- 
voked;  if  a  baniabment  of  thia  aort  ba  dm  a  pnnitfiBMai,  aal 
among  the  aevereet  of  punlshmeals,  it    will  lie  dUBcnk  te 


imagine  aiktom  to  which  the  name  can  ba  applied." 

1  will  trouble  you  with  no  more  eztraei*  fro« 
this  source.  The  Kentucky  and  Virginia  reeola- 
tions abound  with  Democratic  principles  and  pa- 
triotic sentiments,  worthy  the  Democracy,  aad  the 
friends  of  human  liberty  at  all  times.  Bat  I  only 
exhibit  these  extracts  to  show  that  the  Democraiie 
party  was  then  what  it'is  now.  I  will  read  a  ihoit 
resolution  to  show  that  Ihe  Democratic  party  is 
now  what  it  was  then.  It  is  a  resolution  uai- 
mously  adnptfd  by  the  late  Democratic  Mattontl 
Convention  held  at  Baltimore.  Here  is  ibe  nsol» 
lionrj 

■■9.  Rttolted,  That  th«  liberal  prlnelplea  embodiad  by  M 
IbrMHi  in  (he  Diaelaration  of  lodepandanea,  and  eancriiiad  ii 
tha  OonHiuttioa,  which  make  onra  iJm  landof  UtMnvaad  lit 
aaylum  of  iba  oppreaaed  oi  every  nation,  have  aver  Man  at- 
dinal  principles  in  the  Democraiie  fattht  and  every  ttianmf  • 
abridga  tha  present  privilege  of  becomhv  ddseoa,  and  tha 
einiwi«f  soUaoMigw^  oi^t«  h«  iiiiaiiwWt  Ihe  mm 
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H.  of  Repa. 


•pirit  which  awapt  Um  •lln  «ad  MdldoD  Uwi  from  oar  jUtaM 


.  I  hkT«  Other  eTideoea  and  deiaonttnitioii*  ex- 
pr«ssir«  of  the  liberality  irhieh  bate  cbaiactecized 
the  nbotie  coarse  of  tlie  Damocratic  party;  bat  my 
AuM  aod  Ibe  limits  of  a  speeeli  will  sot  permit  me 
to  make  farther  di>playa  of  tbem'ai  this  tune. 

Who  are  foreignei8>  and  wby  shoald  the  name 
be  a  reproach  and  a  wold  of  taant,  as  it  is  here 
and  elsewheieT  Who  are  foreigners,  and  why 
shoald  they  be  deprived  of  the  bene  fiu  of  onr  free 
iastiititions,  of  which  the  Constitution  does  not  de- 
prive tbemi  Were  our  ancestors,  who  first  gettltd 
the  eonntry,  felled  the  forest,  and  snbdaed  the  sa- 
vage, in  defiance  of  evrry  terror  and  of  every 
daai^r,  not  foreignersi  'V^bo  were  (he  patriots  of 
the  RcTolniionl  Who  periled  their  lives,  'spilled 
their  blood,  and  pledged  their  fortnnes  in  a  na- 
tion's redemption}  Weie  they  not  foreigners,  or 
the  descendants .  of  foreigners!  Who  were  ibey 
who  Blood  forth  so  nobly,  so  gallantly,  and 
so  sneoessfnlly .  in  oor  second  stmggle  for 
independence!  Were  they  not  foreigners,  and 
the  descendants  of  foreigners.  And  who  are 
they  who  make  xff  the  entire  population  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Territories  thereof!  who 
maintain  the  country  in  -  peace,  aod  who,  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  will  again  stand  forth  in  her  de- 
fence, withoat  distinction  or  regard  to  their  land  of 
nativity — are  they  not  foreigners,  or  the  deseend- 
aats  of  foreigners! 

St,  I  have  stated  ihat  the  restrictions  interwoven 
insome  of  onr  pelitical  insiitations  by  oor  ances- 
tors, were  the  tesalt  of  patriotic  caution.    But  from 
the  success  of  (he  Federal  party  in  1796,  to  this 
Umevery  different  motives  have  governed  that  par- 
ty in  relation  to  foreigners.    It  was  well  known 
then,  as  It  is  now,  that  the  Oarman  and  hith  con- 
aiitnte  a  majority  of  all  the  foreign  population  in 
Ibis  country.    It  was  well  known  then,  as  it  is 
now,  that  a  large  msjority  of  those  classes  of  onr 
foreign  population  are  Demoerats  in  principle,  as 
they  are  in  practice.    The  Federal  hoitilily,  which 
has  always  been  manifested  towards  foreigners, 
has  re/erenca  to  the  Irieh  and  Germans,  not  to  fo- 
reigners in  general;  nor  does  that  hostility  proceed 
from  any  apprehension  of  danger  to  the  liberties 
of  oar  eonntry,  or  the  overthrow  of  onr  Qovem- 
ment  by  those  classes  of  onr  population,  bat  Aom 
the  fact  that  Federalism  cannot  be  what  h  would 
or    might  be  but  for   the   German   and    Irish 
political    infinenoe.     If  the   German   and  Iri&h 
popalation  could  be  cut  off  from  their  political  and 
eoostiiational  privileges,  we  would  bear  no  more 
of  **f^sti've  American  Aetociations,"  nor  would  we 
hear  any  thing  more  of  Federal  legislation  on  the 
aabjeet  of  nataralintioa,  txeept  to  remove  all  re- 
strictions opon  foreigners.    All  would  then  beright; 
Federalism  eonid  then  be  just  what  its  advocates 
desire;  tliat  is  to  say, always  in  power. 

Sir,  I  have  the  candor  to  acknowledge  that  a 
leading  object  with  me,  in  advocating  an  amend- 
ment of  the  naturalization  laws,  is  to  secure  oar 
Irish  and  German  population  (as  well  that  in  eoe  as 
thatte/nAfra)  the  broadest  possible  privileges  which 
onr  Constitotion  will  admit;  yet  I  would  not  vote 
for  the  paaaage  of  any  law  that  would  not  extend 
eqaal  privileges  to  all  foreigners,  without  disiino- 
Uun  of  birth,  eonntry,  or  the  parly  to  which  they 
might  belong.  The  charter  of  onr  liberties  was 
sealed  by  the  blood  of  almost  every  nation.  Tbe 
blood  of  the  foreigner  mingled  with  that  of  the  na- 
tive American  in  every  battle  which  was  fought  in 
oar  gloiions  Revolution.  Had  qur  patriotic  sire»of 
the  Kerolntion  no  object  beyond  their  own  emanci- 
pation and  the  freedom  ot  Iktir  posterity!  They 
looked  to  the  ofpitBtei  of  the  countries  from  which 
they  fled.  Was  it  not  something  more  than  mere 
colonial  emancipation  ihat  forced  the  gallaht  La- 
fayette from  his  family,  his  friends,  and  the 
"blosbing  wine  hills  of  hi.^  native  France,"  "to 
crasade  for  freedom!"  He  was  actuated  by 
a  love  cf  libtrty  which  had  no  restiaint- — 
a  lo-ve  of  liberty  which  was  aeither  limited 
to  the  colonial  citizens  nor  their  posterity. 
f3,im  love  of  liberty  grasped  (he  world.  It  extended 
to  atU  then  living,  and  to  all- who  were  to  live.  He 
perilled  the  ocean,  shed  his  blood,  and  sacrificed 
|U9  fofixia*,  in  Aiatrieais  oa9ae,not  mtnij  ibat  Uie 


foreigner  who  fled  the  iron  rod  of  despotism  and 
the  ezeommnnications  of  bigotry  and  luperstiiion, 
should  find  peace  of  conscience  and  civil  protec- 
tion, but  that,  in  addition,  he  should  walk  erect  as 
a  freeman,  and  participate  in  all  the  political  rigbfa 
of  a  citizen,  which  he  shed  his  blood  to  parebase. 
Who  bat  a^  angratefnl  despot  at  hearf,  or  a  base 
minion  of  aiiiiociacy,  would  deny  to  the  country- 
men of  Lafayette  the  rights  of  an  American  citizen! 
Sir,  the  blood  of  every  foreign  patriot  which  was 
shed  in  the  Revolaiion^  as  well  as  in  our  second 
struggle  for  independence,  cries  aloud  from  the 
ground  that  drank  it,  and  demands,  as  a  matter  of 
right,  that  ki$  countrymen  tball  be  admitted  to  the 
rights  of  an  American  citizen.  The  common  prin- 
ciples of  reciprocal  jaslice,  patriotism,  and  grati- 
tude, demand  that  that  call  should  be  impUcilly 
obeyed.  Bat,  sir,  while  it  is  a  principal  object 
with  the  Federalists  to  abolish  or  prohibit  the  poli- 
tical franchise  of  our  Irish  and  German  population, 
because  ibey  ate  opposed  to  Federal  principles  and 
Federal  institutions,  I  would  maintain  and  extend 
their  franchise  because  they  favor  Democratic 
principles  and  Democratic  institutions.  I  look 
upon  the  sappsrt  which  our  free  institutions  re- 
ceive from  onr  Irish  and  German  popalation  m  a 
high  guarantee  for  theirdura'ion.  I  look  upon  every 
Irishman  and  every  German  who  comes  to  this 
country  in  health,  or  with  abilities  or  means  to 
maintain  themselves,  whether  by  labor  or  other  ho- 
nest means,  as  an  acquisition  to  our  national 
strength  and  wrallh. 

I  believe  I  have  used  the  name  of  DeKalb. 
That  is  a  sacred  name  with  every  grateful  Ameri- 
can. I  cannot  consent  to  pass  it  without  notice. 
It  is  uograiernl  to  select  from  the  band  of  patriots 
who  shed  their  blood  on  libeny^  altar  the  name  of 
any  one  as  thfe  subject  of  eulcgy.  But,  as  it  is 
the  rights  of  Gerniaas  I  am  maintainiof;,  I  must 
be  permitted  to  speak  of  that  dringuishMl  patriot. 
The  name  of  DeE^lb  stands  prominent  on  Ibe  sa- 
cred history  that  records  the  noble  and  daring  deeds 
of  the  brave;  his  memory  entwines  ihe  heart  of 
every  lover  of  his  country;  his  name  is  the  boat 
and  pride  of  all  who  deligbi  to  recount  the  services 
of  those  wbo  achieved  our  Independence;  bis  ser- 
vices live  immortal,  to  welcome  to  the  land  of  his 
redemption  every  German  who  seeks  a  refuge  fivm 
bis  home  of  oppression.  DsEalbwas  a  son  ofGer-  f 
many.  He  was  born  to  battle  with  despotism.  He 
was  one  of  Heaven's  decreed,  to  rescue  the  oppress- 
ed from  the  grasp  of  the  tyrant.  His  noble  daring 
corresponded  with  Ibe  noble  purpose  of  his  destiny. 
He  forsook  as  if  by  divine  intuition  the  land  of  bis 
birth,  and  the  home  of  his  relatives,  the  endear- 
ments and  a<3oe'ations  founded  in  youthful 
friendships,  to  battle  in  the  gloom  aod  clouds  of 
war  for  a  peopla  who  had  no  claims  on  him.  He 
came  in  the  Revolalion,  when  want  and  calamity 
were  the  darkest,  and  when  the  devastations  of 
.war  were  spreading  the  widest,  and  when  thd 
"torch  of  the  enemy  was  in  the  midst  of  destruc- 
tion." His  sacred  regard  for  the  cause  of  human 
rights  allowed  him  no  time  for  refiection.  He  at 
once  sought  the  most  dangerous  post  and  the  hottest 
fight.  Boon  aHer  his  arrival  he  was  appointed  to 
the  command  of  the  regulars  in  the  Southern  divi- 
sion of  the  army,  and  gloriously  fell  in  the  battle 
rf  Camden,  a  martyr  to  the  cause  of  liberty. 
Who,  I  ask,  that  is  now  baskipg  in  the  sunshine 
of  liberty,  purchased  by  the  blood  of  De  Kalb,  will 
refuse  the  rights  of  an  American  citizen  to  the 
German! 

I  have  no  time  to  specify  the  signal  services  of 
th^  American  Irish,  either  in  the  Revolalion  or 
our  second  strn<;gle.  I  will  ssy,  however,  that 
the  American  historian  has  bnt  poorly  discharged 
hiK  duty,  wbo  has  failed  to  give  the  Irith  a  high 
place  in  the  historical  temple  of  fame,  in  bis  de- 
scription of  bur  glorioos  and  Fuccessfnl  strogales. 
Bat  I  have  osed  the  name  of  Mongomery, 
That  too  it  a  sacred  name,  and  shoald-  not 
he  uttered  bnt  in  afiiectian  and  patriotic  reve- 
rence. I  dare  not  pasa  that  name  without 
recounting  briefly  the  gallant  deeds  of  him  who 
honored  it,  and  the  glorieas  part  he  took  in  a  na- 
tion's emancipation.  Montgomery  was  an  Irish- 
man. He  distingaiabed  himself  as  an  officer  and  a 
joUier  tmder  W«lfe,  »t  tj»  taking-of  CVti«beo  by 


the  British,  by  whieh  he  acquired  a  high  military  . 
reputation.  Pievious  to  the  American  Revolstiea 
be  settled  in  the  State  of  New  York.  He  took  a 
decided  stand  with  the  Colonies  against  the  "mo- 
ther eonntry."  In  1775  he  was  appointed  t«  the 
command  of  the  northern  department  of  the  Con- 
tinetital  army,  in  con  junction  with  General  Schuy- 
ler; hut  the  declioiDg  health  of  the  laUer  threw  the 
whole  of  the  command  on  him.  He  captared 
Fort  Chamble,  St.  John,  and  Montreal;  after  whieh 
he  proceeded  to  besiege  duebec.  The  siege  conti- 
nued  a  month,  when  he  atitmpted  to  storm  the 
place;  but,  in  the  act  of  doing  all  that  eontace, 
bravery,  and  skill  could  do,  he  gloriously  fell,  with 
two  of  his  aids  by  his  side. 

Wbo  would  deny  to  the  countrymen  of  Monlgo- 
mery  the  rights  of  an  American  citizen!    None, 
sir,  but  be  wbo  is  unworthy  of  such  rights  himself. 
Where  was  the  time,  or  where  the  peril,  that  the 
Irish  were  not  at  the  post  of  danger!    So  it  aU 
ways  will  be.    A  love  of  freedom,  and  a  saerad 
and  aoccnquerable   attachment   to    the    priaei- 
ples  of  liberty,  constiti^te  the  Irishman's  natore. 
No  hand,  however  oppressive,  no  time  however 
long,  no  laws  however  tyrannical,  while  they  par* 
mit  him  to  breathe,  and  wear  bis  manly  form,  caa 
bend  him  from  his  auachments  to  ■  banan  liberty, 
nor  paralyze  his  eflbrts  to  sastain  and  defend  it,  a«c 
cower  hia  burning  and  indignant  brow  from  frown- 
ing upon  the  despot.    That  manly  hatred,  that  joat 
revenge,  that  patriotic  and  uncompromising  hosti- 
lity wbidi  have  a  jo&t  residence  in  the  breast  of 
every  honest  Irishman,  whether  in  this  country  or 
in  bis  native  Erin,  towards  Eog land  for  the  op{»es- 
aion  and  tyranny  to  his  injured  and  oppressed 
land,  is.  a  high  and  valuable  secnrity  to  Ame- 
rican liberty  at  all  times,  and  agaiost  all  invadeia, 
but  more   especially  aginst  British    invaaion  to 
which  we  are  more  exposed,  and  from  whieh  we 
have  more  to  fear,  than  from  all  others  besides. 
But  he  wbo  wishes  properly  to   appieciate    ths 
Iiish  character,  must  not  limit  his  research,  either 
to  the  noble  resistance  to  British  oppression,  or  to 
Ihe  displays  of  Irish  patriotism  and  coorage  in  our 
national  struggles.      The  Irish   nation  claim  an 
ancestry  superior  to  the  Anglo  Saxon  race.    They 
are  the  decendanis  of  the  Carthaginians,  who  were 
a  family  of  Phamicia.  No  people  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  were  more  distinguiihed  for  all  the  requisi- 
tions that  form   a  brave  a   persevering   people 
than  were  the  PhoeniciaBs.     Their  noble  daring, 
and  fearless  bravery,  gave  them  tfae  control  of  tba 
seas,  and  the  command  of  the  commercial  world. 
No  sea  or  ocean  in  the  known  worid,  in  their  day, 
was  too  brpad,  too  deep,  or  too  tempestuoha,  for 
them  to  eocoaoter.    No  country  was   too  distant 
fi>r  them  to  teach  and  penetrate.  Fhosnieia  enriched 
henelf  by  the  commerce  of  all  nationa.    Carthage 
was  a  colony  of  Tyre,  and  partook  of  her  bravery 
and  daring,  as  well  as  of  her  skill  in  <ihe  art  of 
navigation,  and  perseverance  in  commerce;  and, 
in  torn,  enriched  herself  at  the  expense  of  all  na- 
tions.   I  say  the  Irbh  were  a  eelony  -from  Cai^ 
thage,  and  such  is  their  pride  of  aneeatry,  and 
such  their  love  of  eonntry,  their  lawa,  their  ciw 
loms,  and  their  institutions,  that  even  the  sabvett- 
ing  arm  of  Great  Britain  has  been  nnable  to  over- 
throw or  extinguish  then|.     Even  to  this  day, 
though  three  thonsand  years  hatw  elaptsed,  they 
speak  the  Carthaginian  language  almost  in  ita  pu- 
rity.   He  wbo  wishes  to  know  the  Irish  history, 
and  the  Irish  character,  must  avoid  the  English 
historian  as  he  wonld  the  book  of  slander  and  de- 
traction.    It  has  always  been  an  object  of  na- 
linnRl  policy,  as  well  as  national  pride,  with  the 
Engli-h  historian,  to  pretent  the.Irish  people  to  the 
word  as  a  wild,  reckl^,   and   an  nngovemap 
ble   people.      Unglish    historians    pass   off  their 
patriotism,  and  thdr  struggles  for  liberty,  as  the  re- 
suit  of  a  wild  and  nneonqaerable  hatred  to  (he 
rules  and  restraints  of  oivd  government,  with  a 
view  to  cover  the  iniquities  and  violence  of  British 
oppression.    It  is  a  vile  slander  of  the  Iiish  natiol 
and  the  Irish  character,  as  the  fact  of  the  duratiea 
of  their  national  customs  and  language  proves. 
Nothing  goes  so  far  to  prove  the  stability  and  re- 
gnlarity  of  a  nation  as  an  attachment  to  the  sap- 
port  of  customs,  maxims,  iastitntiona,  laws,  and 
langoage  which  have  bean  foond  coBTenient  ud 
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pt%>moiin  of  human  bappioess.  I  say  then  is  no 
natioo  on  the  faee  vf  ihe  ractb  that  caa  boast  of 
•aoh  cenain  and  reiDote  aniiquity,  none  can  trace 
-isaMuiecs  of  vucb  early  cinlis«>iQn,  nor  do  any  pos- 
sees  snefa  irrefragable  proofsof  their  origin,  lineaga, 
and  doraiioQ  of  language  and  govemmeai. 

Before  the  introduction  of  Christianity,  no  peo- 
ple of  the  globe  belter  or  more  orderly  maiolamfd 
tiwir  citil  institutions,  under  Paginism,  than  did 
.dte  Irish.  I  believe  the  fitbt  minister  of  the  cross 
who  visiied  Ireland  was  St.  Patrick,  who  was  sent 
'  by  Celestine,  Bishc^  of  Rome,  with  twtniy  anist- 
ants,  eminent  for  their  piety,  virtue,  and  learn  ing. 
Those  divines  applied  ihemseiTcs,  with  f  aithfal  as- 
sidaity,  to  the  work  of  their  mis«ion,  and  their  soe- 
eeis  exceeded  all  haman  calculation  at  that  time. 
In  no  land  did  the  Gospel  spread  with  such  rapid 
progress — in  no  land  was  it  so  slightly  apposed  at 
us  first  introduction.  The  people,  says  a  distin- 
gaished  historian,  received  the  doctrines  of  Chris- 
tianity with  a  sort  of  spiritaal  violeoce,  and  no  p«o- 

'  pie,  from  that  day  to  ibis,  adhere  to  the  principles 

'of  Christianity,  as  laoght  them,  with  more  firmness 
and  resolate  perseteraBce,  than  do  the  Irish.  Bat 
wiihalliheir  attachment  ts  the  Christian  relig'oo, 
no  people  ever  more  resolotely  and  succeasTaily 
retasled  the  attempt  of  religious  innovation  ipon 
their  civil  rights.     Bat  here  a  field  of  Irish  history 

'  opens  which  I  have  no  time  to  traverse.  I  can 
only  say  that  Ireland  was  betrayed  to  Ueary  II 
of  Bngland  by  the  infamy  of  Dermot,  though  she 
kas  never  been  conqaered  to  this  day. 

Irdand  has  never  kissed  the  English  rod.  She 
withstood  the  arms,  the  bribes,  and  the  oppres- 
sions of  England,  from  the  nomioal  subjection  to 
Henry  I(,  till  ibe  union  of  the  two  Kingdom' — a 
penod  of  near  four  hundred  years.  Prior  to  that, 
every  attempt  at  reducti"n  or  sobjeclion  was  met 
on  tbe  Geld  of  blood.  The  farthest  innovation  of 
the  British  arms  or   color  of  sabjectioo,  did  not 

-  extend  beyond  the  jiale — which  was  limited  lo  the 
Muaties  of  Dublin,  Kildare,  and  Mratb,  with 
Iba  cities  of  Watfrford,  Cork,  and  Limerick; 
«rer  the  other  parts  of  the  Kingdom  which  were- 
wilhoot  tbe  psie,  neither  Henry  It,  nor  any  of  his 
8Boce6Soi8,  aaul  the  reign  of  James  I,  either  had, 
or  pretended  to  eltim,  more  than  a  naked  sove- 
reigniy,  marked  alone  by  a  formal  homsgp,  a 
uriding  tribute,  and  an  empty  liile.  And  what  now. 
is  the  uaien,  or  what  is  it  worth?  To  b«  sure,  it  is 
a  political  union  that  serves  to  oppress  Ireland, 
but  it  is  no  anion  of  frietidship,  feeling,  or  nation- 
al ties.  The  ttoe  and  patriotic  Irishman  bears, 
in  every  feeling  he  posiesscs,  the  same  hostility 
to  the  Eaglish  nation,  her  Qovernmrnt,  and  her 
laws,  which  burned  in  the  bosoms  of  his  ancestors, 
when  their  eonniry  was  treacherously  surrendered 
by  the  infamoos  Dermod.  Every  true  Irishman 
transmits  to  hU  posterity  the  seeds  of  that  hosti- 
lity, which  will,  some  day,  overwhelm  the  op- 
pressor, and  redeem  heland.  The  arm  of  Briilih 
oppression,  under  which  Ireland  now  groans,  will 
be  paralyzed  by  tbe  abuse  of  the  corrupt  means  by 
which  it  gtioed  its  power.  |The  Irish  mind  is  like 
spring  steel — it  may  be  borne  down  by  the  weight 
of  oppression,  but  no  time  nor  no  tyranny  can  de- 
stroy its  nature.  The  Irish  rpiril  may,  for  a  time, 
b«  smothered,  but  it  will,  eventuall|r,  burst  into 
flames.  It  is  impossible  for  a  land  like  that  of 
Ireland,  destined  by  its  Creator  to  be  the  abode  of 
freedom  and  happiac&s,  always  to  remain  the  land 
of  oppression  and  misery.  Fear  not,  Irishmen !  tbe 
sleeping  lion  will  one  day  awake;  Ireland  will  one 
day  be  free. 

Sir,  there  is  no  people  for  whom  I  entertain  a 
higher  feeling  of  personal  and  national  respect,  than 
for  the  Irish;  and  I  feel  that  that  respect  is  well 
founded — I  have  high  and  uodoubied  authority  for 
it.  The  history  of  the  Irish  nation,  and  the  quali- 
ties of  the  Irishman,  unite  in  fixing  that  opinion 
with  me.  Their  attachments  to  the  principles  of 
Democracy,  which  no  inflaeoce  can  shake,  or 
bribery  tedace,'mnst  fix  upon  them  the  confidence 
of  every  friend  to  our  free  instiiaiions;  and  so 
thought  our  ancestors.  I  hold  iq  my  hand  the 
jeoinals  of  the  Continental  Congress.  From  them 
I  will  read  a  short  extract  of  an  address  to  Ireland, 
.by  a  committee  of  Congress  for  that  pnrpose.  J 
f  ead  p,  aikd  shall  make  it  a  part  of  my  printed  re- 


marks, in  order  to  placa  the  views  and  feeliogo  of 
our  gallant  ancestors  towards  tbe  Irish,  in  contrast 
with  the  stand  now  taken  against  them  and  the 
Germans  by  the  Federal  popinjay  shin  plaster  aris>- 
tocracy  of  this  day.    Here  is  the  extract: 

"Penult  nu  to  uman  you  ilnttt  wu  with  the  atmost  lelac. 
(ance  we  could  prevail  oureelvea  to caajie  our  commercial  con- 
nection wfUi  your  island.  Your  parliament  had  done  us  no 
wrong.  You  iiad  erer  been  friendly  to  itie  rigbta  of  manltind; 
and  we  acknowledge  wiiti  pleasure  and  gratitude  that  your  na- 
tion has  produced  patriots  who  have  nobly  disiinfuished  them- 
selves in  the  cause  of  humanity  and  America.  On  tbe  other 
hand,  we  were  not  ignorant  that  the  labor  and  manufactures  of 
Ireland,  like  those  of  the  silk  worm,  were  of  little  moment  to 
herself;  but  served  tmly  to  give  luxury  to  tliose  who  neither 
toil  nor  spin.  We  perceived  that,  if  we  continued  our  com- 
merce with  vnu,  our  agreement  not  to  import  from  Britain 
would  be  fruitless,  and  were,  therefore,  compelled  to  adopt  a 
measure  lo  which  nothing  but  Absolute  necessity  could  have  re. 
conciled  us.  It  gave  um,  Hoirevery  some  cofuolation  to  rejlect, 
that  s/ioutd  it  occasion  ytu  muckdistreaSt  thefsriite  regions 
of  America  leouid  ajfurdyou.  a  saje  aaylum /rom poverty^ 
and,  IN  TIMS,  from  oppression  also:  an  asylum  in  which  thou- 
sands of  your  countrymen  have  found  hoepilality,  peace,  and 
atnoence,  and  berorae  united  to  us  by  all  the  lies  of  ooasaogui- 
nity,  mutual  interest  and  affeciiou." 

What  objects  had  the  venerable  patriots  of  tbe 
Revolution  when  they  expressed  this  high  opinion 
of  (he  Ifiih,  and  tx'ended  ibis  pressing  invitation 
to  tbem  to  flse  from  that  oppression  which  was 
crushing  them  to  the  dust,  and  (inking  them  to  the 
grave?  Was  it  their  intention  that  tbey  should  be 
made  beasts  of  burthen  to  do  the  "labor,"  as  Gov. 
Seward  says,  and  as  Federalism  says,  or  w'as  it 
their  intention  that  ihey  should  be  freemen  and 
American  citiseost  Was  it  their  intention  to  se- 
duce the  Irish  here  to  spill  their  blood  in  the  Revo- 
lotioD,  and  when  liberty  should  be  stcured,  cast 
tbem  and  their  coonlrymen  after  tbem  off  as  un- 
wonhy  of  the  benefits  and  blessings  which  that  blood 
should  purchase?  The  thougbt  is  monstrous,  and 
lo  name  it  is  infamous  slander. 

But,  sir,  there  is  a  question  of  policy,  independent 
of  the  motives  of  patriotism  and  gratitude,  which 
makes  it  impottant  to  extend  to  our  Irish  and 
German  population  at  an  early  period  and  at  a 
cheap  laie  the  lights  of  citizenship.  I  repeat 
that  the  support,  which  our  Democratic  prin- 
ciples and  our  free  iostiiitaiions  receive  at 
their  hand,  conttitutes  a  high  gttatante*  for 
their  duration.  It  is  the  dictate  of  good  policy, 
without  any  other  consideration,  to  admit  tnam  to 
the  full  benefits  of  our  free  instiluiion.';  while  a  de- 
nial of  ihem  would  mark  us  as  a  peopiis  of  a  selfish 
and  jealous  disposition,  onwotthy  ot  a  great  and 
growing  Republic  That  national  jealousy  and 
selfishness  which  prohibits  foreigners  from  a  patti- 
cipaliott  in  legal  and  political  benefits  is  worthy  of 
despotism,  or  of  narrow  and  petty  Republics,  and 
rarely  ever  fails  to  prodnoe  their  evils.  It  is  ever 
so  with  restrictions,  when  cariied  beyond  the  bounds 
of  good  or  liberal  policy.  For  the  truth  of  which, 
we  may  refer  to  the  history  of  many  national  dis- 
asters, and  from  which  the  wise  and  the  expe- 
rienced may  draw  many  useful  lessons. 

The  Assyrians  repudiated  the  Babylonians,  re- 
fused Ihem  the  protection  of  their  laws,  and  even 
admission  into  their  empire;  by  which  they  de- 
prived themselves  of  many  nseiul  maxim?,  as  well 
as  ihe  improvement  in  arms  of  national  defence 
and  their  practical  use.  The  Babyloaians  rejected 
the  improvements,  learning,  and  language  of  the 
MeHes  and  Persians;  and  the  Medes  and  Persians 
those  of  lite  Macedonians;  and  the  Macedonians 
those  of  the  Romans.  And  yet  the  empire  of  As- 
syria made  way  for  the  Babylonians;  the  Babylo- 
nians were  conqaered  and  sabdued  by  the  Medes 
and  Persians;  the  Medes  and  Persians  were  over- 
thrown by  the  Macedonians;  and  the  Macedonians 
by  the  Romans.'  There  is  little  doubt  but  that  ibe 
overthrow  of  each  of  those  empires  may  be  ftaced, 
to  some  extent,  to  causes  which  had  their  founda- 
tion in  that  jealousy  and  selfishness  which  induced 
Ihe  one  to  prohibit  tbe  other  from  a  participation  in 
its  political  iostiiulions. 

Ii  was  the  same  miserable,  narrow  policy  which 
was  marked,  .too,  by  a  haughty  pride,  that  induced 
the  c'itizscs  and  policy  of  Caribaee  in  her  degene- 
rate day,  to  reject  not  only  ihe  Grecian  manners, 
customs,  language,  and  arts  of  war  from  being 
taogbt  in  their  dominions,  but  even  to  prohibit  a 
Grecian  from  settling  on  their  soil:  for  want  of  the 
benefits  and  advantages  of  all  which,  Carthage 
suit,  a  victim  to  tb«  Roman. aims;  bat  Hpme  heir- 


self,  in  her  degenerate  days,  fell  iwo  ike«»,(u,\ 
error.  When  Rome  was  is  the  zmiih  o(u  ™ 
perily,  and  the  height  of  her  i«»|  giaj^  {Z 
her  general  policy  to  adsiit  the  atomijoT 
quered  to  the  rights  of  Roman  ci»i»Bi,o[t,  a3 
her  laws,  her  maxims,  and  her  ptiluieai  li^^ 
over  dominions  that  gave  way  lo  herirJi 
was  not  nntil  after  she  had  iuak  iuto  i»sa%A, 
minacy  and  Eastern  vices,  prodB(»lijn,„ny 
iodnlgenee  in  Eattem  laiuies,  pvdmeiu^ 
sacrifice  of  her  revenue  wbieh  sbmkt  hin- 
ported  and  maintained  her  naiiinal  drteiaiitZ 
frontiers,  that  she  snbstimied  Ue  aaphuktageif 
sport  anil  unbridled  liceatiouaess  for  tkefonsif 
virtue,  political  science,  aid  iiaiiiiu]intiim,it 
Then  it  was  that  sbe  treated  tbetebilocdii^eiit. 
quered  .vieiimt  of  her  aims  as  \m!mim,  » 
worthy  of  her  protection,  eacrilieeil  then  to  it 

rrt  of  mental  depravity,  b;  aatft^jit 
pit  to  be  torn  to  pieces  by  vilduliaegiwi 
beasts,  and  trained  them  ii  {labien  fit 
the  destraetion  of  eadi  other  It  piofythe  d(. 
generate  and  corrupted  appetiie  of  usmliM 
thousands.  Then  it  waiihat  E(iiiie,vbMsi>i4- 
ard  had  borne  her  eaglet  orer  ihe  ciTiW 
globe;  whose  arms  and  vhoie  Ian  ud  nuii: 
had-eopplanied  tbenatiMiof  iheetitb,ftllafR; 
to  and  became  the  pillage,  iht  pliuijtf  ai  u 
spoils  of  a  few  half  naked  uiui^ibiads of  bv- 
barians.  So  we  may  tnce  aoog;  iht  etiufi  to 
which  Rome  owed  her  o^renhroi,  thai  of  the  bar. 
barons  and  worse  than  btaud  naiiDeil  oC  thou 
whom  it  was  her  policy  «A  hn  lim;  u  hate 
protected  and  defended,  and  mak  iUiaiaQ&jiK. 
I  have  stated  that  in  the  fotmawa  of  oor  Qt- 
vernment  some  of  our  isttilatioK  veic  iraA 
with  reference  to  some  of  Ihe  poLlioliisiiuioiis 
of  the  country  from  which  ve  weie  eaucfUtd. 
Tbe  legal  prohibitions  against  forapeijiiEiglud 
bad  their  influence.  I  beliere  it  vas  ii  ibc  lop 
of  Henry  the  E'gbih  that  the  Pop^iMkiidccct- 
dastical  processions  werepiohibiiedihe  niaof 
England,  and  the  ProieslsDl  chaich  suit  iiie- 
pendent  of  the  church  of  BAine.  At  ibi  sue 
time  the  King  was  made  brad  of  ike  doidi  i 
place  of  the  Pope.  Bat  peihap  liui  stniiie  n 
the  Pope  did  not  so  much  ptoeted  fra  testili?  » 
the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  as  ftoaiileiEaiiiiiia 
lo  abolish  his  inflDeate,  and  the  pnti  iK  ihe 
Rooun  church,  over  the  eiril  iKto«  iI 
England.  At  that  time  the  aiot  af  Chub 
the  Fifth,  Emperor  of  Gwrnanj,  *»i  ^ 
eitTj  throne  in  Butope.  Chadfl  hia« 
was  wedded,  ia  principle  aid  peier,  » 
Ihe  Roman  church,  and  it  w««  nt  ■«  " 
object  to  subject  all  Europe  to  the  iapirali*^ 
than  it  was  to  make  the  Eomu  Catholic  I^k 
national  religion  wherever  bit  anni  eiie»lii  U 
is,  therefore,  neither  unfair  not  »««»«*» 
suppose  that  a  leading  object  with  H«J  "J 
Eighth,  in  overthrowing  the  Catholic  (inhuij* 
hshing  the  Pope's  power  in  the  realii  of  Bptt 
was  to  unite  lo  his  own  power  ihe  i"!"*"*"" 
Lnihcran  reforraaUon  againet  the«)iiti»w* 
the  arms  of  Charles  and  tbe  rectof* »» 
ence,  as  well  as  the  arms,  of  iheP'l*'  »"" 
stand  taken  by  Henry  did  nUrt)t»*«»»^ 
the  Pope,  and  rejecting  bis  ecckaaMal»?t«iW. 
and  thrRoman  Catbolks  faith  Mil*'*''*^."^ 
,rion.  It  became  for  a  time  the  P"?''** "v 
Henry,  but  many  of  hiasneoeao^wW!"  . 
Roman  CathoUc  citizen  not  o"'?  ""Jf, "  j, 
office,  to  acquire  and  hold  p.-opwr.,*""!-; 
benefit  of  the  laws,  to  some  ei'<!»''''''Sr« 
security.  Not  very  creditable  P'<«*«|«  , 
weuld  say,  at  this  day.  But  it  was  »iK»J^ 
Ronmn  Catholic  and  the  RfimwpathoteBw 
met  wiih  a  repulse  in  Knglaad;  oibef J*^ 
denominaUons,  through  whom  noihW  »"  ^ 
inletesia  of  the  State  was  to  b:  '<»™'p'r^ 
uealment  but  little  moie  favorable.  '  ^ 
ages  the  Jew*  were  compelled  lo  pi-^^ 

giotts  privileges  at  «>»  •"'°™*',"  "PflfLfiHl 
Se  r,ign  of  Henry  «"•  Seeon  %«.d  i^hP" 
of  tbe  reign  of  Edward  the  Tiurd,  the  J£"r, 
those  monarchs  ia  less  than  seven  J*""  <« 
incBwliWe  {at  that  time)  sum  of  »»"  T' > 
bnadr«4  and  twenty  thousand  P?™' f^ 
no  oth«  «<»8i««at»(»i  qwHHHjkt!  ««*^ 
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n  the  island  of  Great  Britain.  Noiwilbstanding 
be  exactioD  and  tiie  payment  of  that  opprestire 
Tibute,  Ibe  Je^s,  in  the  reigs  of  the  »ame  Edward, 
:o  the  nnmber  of  upwards  of  fifteen  thousand,  were 
>anished  the  lealm,  and  were  never  permitted  to 
return  u^til  Oliver  Cromwell  admitted  them. 

The  tragedy  attending  their  banishment  was  a 
lisgracefal  slain  npon  the  reign  in  which  it  was 
>rdered,  a  brutal  violence,  unworthv  of  any  age, 
tnd  a  black  and  damning  spot  on  England's  cha- 
•acter,  which  time  can  never  efface. 

On  their  banishment,  the  richest  of  them,  having 
mt  themselves,  with  their  treasure,  in  a  ship  of 
arge  burden;  when  the  ship  was  under  sail,  and 
;>t  down  the  Thftmes  towards  the  month  of  the 
iver,  and  below  Jninsboroneh,  the  mas(er  of  the 
ibip  confederating  and  conspiring  with  the  man- 
lers,  invented  a  stratagem  to'destroy  them.  The 
naster  commanded  anchor  to  be  cast,  which  was 
lone,  and  the  ship  kept  riding  at  anchor  until  at  th* 
ibb  of  the  sea,  she  laid  on  the  sand.  The  master 
ind  his  criminal  confederates  enticed  the  Jetrs  tt> 
vi\k  with  them  on  the  sand  for  their  health  and 
ecreation,  which  they  did.  When  the  master  had 
inderstood  the  tide  had  risen,  be  and  his  a^ssociaies 
itole  away  from  them,  and  got  back  to  the  ship. 
Toe  Jews  made  no  haste,  for  they  were  not  sensi- 
lie  of  their  danger,  nor  the  plot  which  was  laid 
'or  their  destruction.  But  when  they  perceived 
he  peril  they  were  in,  they  cried  aloud  for  help, 
rh)  master,  in  taunt  and  provocation,  answered 
bat  now  was  the  time  to  try  the  power  and  truth  of 
heir  religion;  they  ought  rather  to  cry  to  Moies,  by 
vhose  conduct  their  fathers  passed  through  the  Red 
ea:  in  a  short  lime  they  weie  swallowed  op 
ind  drowned. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  extravagant  and  oppres- 
Ive  e:(actions  made  upon  the  Jews,  their  baoish- 
neht,  and  the  tragedy  which  I  have  related  was 
nora  the  result  of  religions  persecution  than  the 
ixercise  of  civil  power  in  England.  That  might 
lave  been  the  cut  to  seme  extent,  but  the  Church 
ind  Stite  were  united.  The  whole  proceeded 
rom  the  principle  and  spirit  which  would  pro- 
«ribe  foreigners  from  the  enjoyment  of  political 
ighis  in  this  country.  I  believe  that  legal  and 
constitutional  disqualifications  in  all  the  States  or 
cingdoms  of  Europe  exist  against  the  admission 
>f  toreigners  to  the  enjoyment  of  political,  and,  to 
ome  extent,  to  legal  rights.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
)nt  but  what  that  may  be  necessary  to  a  certain  ex- 
ent,  owing  to  the  contiguity  of  one  kingdom 
o  another,  and  to  the  facility  with  which  trea- 
unable  plots  may  be  conducted  thronsh  the 
nedinm  of  speedy  intercourse,  and  the  ra- 
lidity  with  which  they  may  overspread  a 
vhole  kingdom.  No  such  reasons  exist  with  w, 
«u  remote  distance  from  all  powers,  the  wide 
pread  of  our  country  and  Gbvernment,  to  say  no- 
hing  of  the  independence  of  our  several  Slate  Qo- 
reroments,  which  are  checks  on  each  other,  and  the 
vhole  a  check  upon  the  Federal  Government,  must 
iver  prevent  any  individual  influence  from  foreign- 
!rs  dangerous  to  the  stability  of  our  Governments 
rhe  attempt  is  hardly  posvible;  or,  if  ever  made, 
»ilt  be  nugatory.  If,  in  Europe,  a  citizen  moves 
rom  one  State  to  another,  he  moves  but  from  one 
and  of  oppression  to  another;  and  the  only  object 
>e  could  have  to  engage  in  a  treasonable  plot,  or 
»tispiracy,  would  be  to  restore  liberty;  but  when 
le  comes  to  our  country,  he  gains  the  object  which 
in  Europe  miijtht  incite  him  to  treason. 

I  repeat,  that  the  reMrainta  thrown  around  the 
ijectlve  franchise  to  deprive  foreigners  of  the  right 
if  citizenship,  and  the  efi'orts  now  making  by  the 
Pederalists  and  the  "Native  American  Assoria- 
lions,"  are  directed  against  the  German  and  Irish 
emigranle  who  seek  a  home  wiih  us.  Such  is  the 
secret  understanding  and  the  open  declaration, 
when  declaration^  ire  made.  And  here  let  me  ask, 
what  would  icdax  a  German  or  an  Iri.h- 
man  to  enter  into  a  conspiracy  to  over- 
throw a  Government  of  free  institutions,  to 
which  he  has  fled  for  safety  and  protectiont 
What  would  induce  either  to  enter  into  a  secret 
aegotiation  with  the  Government  from  which  he 
has  fled  because  of  its  tyranny,  oppression,  and 
lespotisml  Sir,  the  thing  is  impossible,  and  not 
mor?  impoaejble  than  fruitless,  if  attempted.    But 


when  was  the  time,  or  where  the  place,  or  what 
the  emergency,  that  the  Germans  and  the  Irish  have 
not  shown  themselves  worthy  of  the  rights  of  Ame- 
rican citizensi  When  have  they  not,  in  time  of 
peace,  done  all  that  has  been  required  of  them  in 
support  of  the  Govemmentl  When  has  been  the 
occasion  they  have  not  been  foremost  in  danger 
and  peril  when  called  on  by  their  countrjt  In 
fetet  they  are  the  most  industrions,  hardy,  honest, 
and  virtuous  citizens  we  have,  take  them  as  a  body. 
Firm  to  their  adopted  country,  and  faithful  to  her 
free  institutions,  as  they  periled  a  tempestuous 
ocean,  and  encountered  the  afflictions  of  a  separa- 
tion from  a  native  home,  and  the  graves  of  their ' 
fathers,  for  a  strange  land,  in  search  of  freedom, 
so  have  they  ever  manifested  a  ready  willingness  to 
spill  their  blood,  and  risk  their  lives,  in  delence  of 
that  freedom  which  they  have  found  here.  Can 
you  point  to  the  standard  of  liberty  which  the 
Germans  and  the  Irish  have  not  mingled  their  blood 
to  erect? 

Sir,  if  it  is  urged  as  a  reason  by  the  Federalists 
and  the  Native  American  Associations,  that  the 
stability  of  onr  free  institutions  require  that  the 
Germans  and  the  Irish  should  be  disfranchised,  I 
could  refer  them  to  (ome  other  classes  of  our  fo- 
reign population,  from  whom  there  is  much  more 
danger  to  be  apprehended.  I  could  al^  refer  them 
to  some  oiher  influences,  subjection",  and  connec- 
tions, still  more  dangerous -to  the  liberties  of  this 
people,  and  the  tree  in.^tiiulions  of  this  country.  I 
mean  the  moneyed  inflaenee  of  a  British  aristo- 
cracy, to  which  we  are  now  unfortunately  con- 
nected, and  by  which  we  ate  subjected  to  the  pay- 
ment of  an  interest  on  about  two  hundred  millioni 
of  dollars,  cal'ed  State  debts,  and  about  thirty 
or  forty  millions  Of  British  bank  capital.  This  is 
an  uahappy  and  an  unfortunate  eonnection,  be- 
cause it  is  an  oppresfive  tax  and  a  drain  upon  the 
honest  labor  ot  this  country.  That  is  bad,  but  it 
is  not  the  worst.  The  worst  is,  that  it  brings  a 
foreign  moneyed  aristocratic  influence,  through  the 
medium  of  our  banking,  commercial,  nn^.  mechani- 
cal institutions  to  bear,  not  only  to  the  corruption 
of  our  elective  /ranchise  and  the  ballot-box,  but 
upon  every  political  and  civil  institution  in  onr 
country.  Not  only  has  the  ermine  been  sullied, 
and  the  judgment  seat  been  contaminated,  but  the 
sacrtd  desk  and  the  pulpit  have  been  polluted  with 
that  influence.  Yes,  sir,  by  that  corri)pt  ioflaence 
some  of  th:>se  who  claim  to  be  miuislers  of  the 
Gospel,  ambassadors  of  our  Saviour,  and  Hea- 
ven's bearers  of  despatches  and  glad  tidings, 
standard  bearers  of  the  holy  cross,  and  those 
who  minister  the  holy  sacraments,  have  pros- 
trated themselves  from  that  high  and  lefty  ataliou 
to  which  none  but  Apostles,  and  ministers  ordained 
by  Heaven's  sanction,  should  presume  to  ascend 
— even  some  of  them,  I  fay,  by  that  influence,  have 
prostrated  themselves  at  the  shrine  of  British  Bank 
corruptions  and  political  iniquity.  In  place  of 
obeying  the  commands  of  their  Divine  Maf!ier,  in 
teaching  the  way  of  salvation  to  a  dying  world,  they 
have  been  playing  the  political  mintraarji  In  place 
of  leaving  witness  of  the  truth  of  his  holy  religion, 
they  have  been  endorsing  all  the  b.tse,  falte,  and 
iafamons  rlandrr  ami  detraction  whirh  was  propo- 
gated  to  the  overthrowof  this  Administration — slan- 
der and  detraction  worthy  of  the  distempered  brain 
of  the  reckless,  political,  desperado,  the  heart  of 
corruption  and  the  tongue  of  poison. 

I  cheerfully  recognise  the  right  of  every  indivi- 
dual in  the  community  tn  exercise  the  rights  of  a 
freeman.  Bat  while  I  hold  sacred  the  names  of 
Cl^stlan  minister  and  apostle,  I  deem  it  a  duty  I 
owe  to  the  holy  religion  by  which  I  hope  for  re- 
demption and  salvation  in  the  world  to  come,  to  de- 
nounce the  man  who  will  abuw  it  as  unwonby  to 
be  its  piofes-^ional  advocate.  Yes,  sir;  some  of  them 
have  cv«n  been  found  participating  with,  and 
mingling  in,  the  miserable,  drunken  Federal  orgies, 
that  would  have  disgraced  a  bachannalian  feast  in 
the  most  degraded  days  of  Greece.  Such  men  are 
made  for  the  tables  of  money-changers,  not  for 
casting  out  devils.  They  may  grace  a  gambler's 
board,  but  they  would  pollute  a  temple.  For  the 
honor  of  the  holy  religion  of  oar  fathers,  and  the 
sacred  names  of  minister  and  apostle,  I  hope  there 
were  not  many  who  so  disgnused  tbemselye*,  their 


name,  and  the  religion  which  it  it  their  profea- 
sion  to  teach;  but  there  were  tome.  They  wiii  be 
marked,  and  made  the  subject  of  moral  and  celi> 
gious  condemnation  while  they  live,  and  wherever 
they  go.  But  mote  of  this  some  other  time.  Yef| 
that  is  the  influence  our  Government  and  onr  tree 
institutions  have  to  fear.  It  is' the  inflnenoeofa 
British  moneyed  aristocracy,  united  with  the  worth- 
less, penniiecs,  Federal  drones  in  onr  own  ooontry, 
who  live  upon  the  sweat  and  toil  of  those  they 
seek  to  dislranchise.  That,  I  repeat,  is  the  in* 
fluence  we  have  to  fear.  It  is  an  influence 
which  is  now  undermining  our  free  institutions, 
prosirattng  our  Republican  principle*,  sapping  the 
foundations  of  our  Government,  subvening  our 
liberties  and  establishing  among  us  a  rotten  bo- 
rough British  bank  policy,  overspreading  our 
country  with  irresponsible  corporations,  and  erect- 
ing among  us  a  rag  baron  aritioeracy .  Sir,  it  is  to 
fust«r  such  a  policy  and  to  perpetuate  such  indn- 
ences,  ihat  the  honest  and  faittiful  German  and  Irith- 
man  must  be  disfranchised  and  forever  cut  off  from 
the  rights  of  American  citizens.  But,  sir,  independent 
of  the  obligations  that  the  forelg^n  blood  which 
wa«  poured  out  in  the  Revolution  brings  us  under  to 
admit  foreigners  to  the  rights  of  cilizen&hip,  there 
is  an  intiin»ic  value  and  worth  in  onr  Oeririan  and 
Iris-h  population,  which  entitle  them  to  our  confi- 
dence and  to  full  political  privileges.  Where  are 
our  public  works,  which  we  cill  the  proud  monu- 
ments of  our  country's  enterprise,  which  have  not 
been  almost  exclusively  erected  or-  constmctad  by 
.  Iri^hand  German  toilT  It  is  by  their  patience, 
their  sweat,  and  their  industry,  that  our  Union  is 
linked  and  bound  by  the  indissoluble  ties  of  tnnio 
pikes,  railroads,  canals,  and  other  State  and  na- 
tional improvements.  But  to  the  disgrace  of  qot 
country,  and  tite  dishonor  of  our  national  eharao> 
ler  and  reputation  how  often  have  the  patient  la- 
bor and  the  honest  toil  of  (he  Qermaa  and 
the  Irishman  met  a  reward  in  the  filthy 
and  worihleis  rags  of  our  swindling  ban^ 
ing  institution!,  which  could  serve  them  no 
purpose  beyond  the  day's  maintenance.  And 
let  me  here  acknowledge,  that  one  object  I 
have  in  amending  the  naturalizition  laws,  ia  to  pro- 
cure the  whole  and  the  united  icflaenoe  of  onr 
German  and  Irish  Democracy  to  assist  in  over- 
throwing that  miserable,  fraudulent,  and  corrupt 
paper  system  which  rewards  honest  toil  with  the 
ragged  promises  of  bankrupt  banks  and  rotten  and 
irresponsible  corporations,  which  hang  upon  the  pros- 
pects of  this  cauntry ,  and  the  industry  of  every  honest 
man,  like  a  millstone.  I  desire  -  to  pat  it  in  the 
power  of  every  German  and  every  Irishman  to  d<S 
bis  part  to  overthrow  a  system  of  policy  and  of  in- 
stitutions which  now  enabies  swarms  and  herds  of 
lazy,  lounging,  hungry  Federal  'wolves  to  sap  Um  - 
life  blood  of  honest  and  industrious  society^-to 
overthrow  a  system  which  enables  the  few  to  array 
themselves  more  gaudily  than  Solomon,  in  alibis 
glary,  ihoogh  they  toil  nor,  neither  do  they  spin; 
while  the  many  are  compelled  to  toil  in  sweat  and 
labor  in  dost,  from  the  time  they  enter  the  stage  of 
human  actiou  uiitil  their  exit,  for  a  scanty  mainte- 
nance. I  seek  to  establish  and  confirm  the  politi- 
cal rights  of  our  German  and  Iri.th  popniaiien  now 
and  in  all  time  to  come,  that  we  may  have  the  be- 
nefit ot  their  political  aid,  to  establish  a  system  by 
which  they  chaU  meet  an  honest  and  valuable  re- 
ward, in  a  sound  carreney,  for  their  honest  and  va- 
•luahie  toil. 

I  need  not  state  a  fact  that  is  universally  known, 
and  that  is,  that  a  large  majority  of  our  English 
population  are  opposed,  and  always  have  been, to 
the  Democratic  party.  (There  are  many  worthy 
exctpiions.  There  are  many  who  are  an  honor  to 
the  Democratic  party.  I  speak  with  reference  to 
those  exceptions.)  They  have,  in  all  our  political 
struggles,  been  found  in  the  ranks  of  the  Federal 
party,  for  i^sons  which  they  best  understand,  and 
Which  are,  no  doubt,  satisfactory  to  them.  Their 
countrymen  took  a  share  in  the  Rerol  ution.  They 
also  took  a  share  in  the  formation  of  onr  political 
system.  It  is  the  benefit  of  our  simple  Repnbliean 
iaslitutions  which  our  l^Bglith  population  have 
sought,  because,  under  thiun,  liberty  can  be  esjejr- 
ed  to  more  certaiaty,.and  to  a  gieater  extent  than 
is  the  country  w&iebthey  hays  left.    Why  they  so 
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anirnsally  oniM  themselrts  wiib  a  party  whose 
oardiaal  object  is  to  overthrow  our  eqnal  instim- 
tknw,  and  prostrate  the  rights  of  all  foreignei*, 
Ihey  can  best  aasver.  I  bafe  been  unable  to  ac- 
ooant  for  it.  I  hope  some  day  ihey  will  leara  who 
their  friends  are.  I  hope  some  day  they  wift  leain 
the  imporiance  of  snpporiiog  the  party  who  sop* 
port  ihem,  and  the  pority  of  the  institotions  which 
they  have  soaght,  and  to  which  they  look  for  equal 
protection.  I  hope  ibey  will  fisd  ool  that  it  is  ueir 
interest  which  the  Deraocracy  seek  to  secure,  by 
sostaiaing  a  policy  calcolated  to  leenre  the  greatest 
good  to  the  greatest  number;  and  whaie?er  that  po- 
licy may  be  worih,  they  will  have  an  equal  shai« 
of  it.  If,  however,  they  cannot  unite  with  the 
Demoeraey,  perhaps  they  may  find  safety  with  the 
"Native  American  Associations,"  whose  principles 
and  political  moiires,  and  the  materials  of  which 
they  are  composed,  I  woald  respectfully  recom- 
mend them  to  examine. 

But  what  is  still  more  extraordinary  in  poliiies 
oar  Scotch  population  are  generally  opposed  to  the 
Democracy.  I  regret  this  not  only  from  political 
bat  from  persCnal  and  national  considerationt.  I 
am  from  a  full  blooded  Scotch  stock;  and  if  I  have 
my  pedigree  correct,  I  am  of  the  pure  Highland 
blood.  Tarie  is  no  oi.e  of  the  race  of  man  that  I 
more  delight  to  meet  than  an  intelligent  Scoichman. 
I  delignt  to  hear  his  rapturous  sirains  of  eulogy  in 
honor  of  his  country,  n  'x  wisdom,  her  learning, 
and  her  morality,  for  whu  b  she  is  so-renowned.  I 
delight  to  bear  him  besloir  the  praise  dne  to  the 
Scotch  elans,  and  the  bravw  v  of  their  chiefs.  I 
delight  to  hear  him  praife  the  .'rillaatry  and  noble 
daring  by  which  Scotland's  Wallacs  and  ScotUnd<8 
Bruce,  so  long  and  so  snceesifnUy  repelled 
,  Britain's  inrasions  and  Britain's  oppressions, 
by  acts  of  noble  daring,  of  which  none 
can  boast  bat  Scotland.  Wallace  with  a  small 
baad,  (but  of  braver  men  than  ever  did,  before,  or 
since  march  ajtainsi  an  toemy,)  rented  forty  thou- 
sand of  Britain's  troops,  and  slew  their  leader  on  on< 
occasion.  I  delight  to  see  indignation  bloom  upon 
the  brow,  and  blush  from  eveiy  feature  of  the 
Scotchman,  while  he  relates  the  treacherous 
surrender  of  Wallace  to  Edward,  and  the 
worse  than  bmial  manner  in  which  he  was 
executed,  and  his  quarured  body  exposed  and  hang 
up  in  the  four  principal  towns  of  England  to  gratify 
a  braial  malignity  towards  Scotland,  worthy  alone 
of  batbariiy  in  its  most  degraded  form.  Bat  why 
is  it,  Mr.  Scoichman,  that  no  sooner  do  you  land  here 
than  you  throw  yourself  in  the  arms  of  a  party  who 
aeek  not  only  to  deprive  you  of  the  rights  of  free- 
men, but  are  exerting  themselves  to  esubllsh  a  sys- 
tem of  policy  and  of  institutions  as  fatil  to  liberty 
and  as  destructive  of  ^qaal  rights,  as  that  from 
which  you  have  fl:d.  Why  is  it  that  yon,  or  a  large 
majority  of  your  countrymen,  like  our  Esi^ish 
populatioa,  are  found  in  all  oar  political  simggles 
arrayed  against  the  Democracy.  Ifit  would  not 
be  considered  temeriiy  in  me,  I  would,  in  tbename, 
and  as  the  representative  of  my  Scotch  fatheis,  ad' 
monish  yon  as  yoa  appreciate  the  freedom  you 
have  soaght,  to  rally  to  the  support  of  the  patty 
who  ever  have,  and  who  are  now,  exeiting  them- 
selves to  secure  to  you  the  rights  of  freemen  and 
Aoierican  citizens.  While  alluding  to  the  politics 
of  foreigners  in  this  country,  permit  me  to  advert 
to  the  late  gallant  though  unsuccessful  efforts  of  the 
Canadian  patriots  te  shake  off  the  British  yoke  in 
those  Provinces,  and  I  only  do  it  to  illuslrate  the 
fact  that  the  Democracy  in  this  coonfry  were  united 
in  a  /avi'rable  fteling  towards  the  patriots,  and 
in  an  ardent  desire  that  they  might  succeed  in 
establishing  their  independence,  while  ^ibe 
Federal  party  were  as  united  in  feeling 
against  them,  and  were  unsparing  in  their  abnse  of 
fiem.  I  have  Fediral  journals  in  my  possession 
to  show  the  facL  The  patriots  in  Cinada  arc 
called  Whigs.  The  Scotch  in  Canada  belong  to 
the  patriots.  The  Federal  party  in  this  country 
call  iheaiselTes  Whigs.  The  Scotch  in  this  coun- 
try belong  (or  a  large  majority  of  them)  to  the  Fe- 
deral party.  Toe  term  Whig  in  Canada  has  a  dif- 
ferent meaning  from  the  same  term  in  this  country; 
.and  if  names  are  the  reprerantatives  of  things,  the 
torn  Whig  will  be  found  in  Canada  to  repieseot 
•^  DtiHi  uid  is  dtiseottatty  to^tp(cM«  a^othar. 


The  term  Whig  in  Canada  means  one  who  is  de- 
sirous of  abolishing  British  bondage.  In  this  coun- 
try (he  term  Whig  means  one  who  is  in  favor  of 
perpetuating  British  bondage.  It  is  strange  that 
the  same  word  should  have  a  meaning  so  different 
with  those  who  speak  the  same  language.  And  it 
is  strange,  too,  that  Scotch  patriotism  should  mean 
one  thing  in  ,Canada,  .and  another  thing,  the  very 
reverse,  in  thit  country.  Fur  my  part,  I  prefer  the 
Canadian  deBniiions  of  Whig  and  Scotch  patriot- 
ism. I  go  for  the  WWgs  and  Scotch  patriots  of  Ca- 
nada. I  am  mach  attached  to  the  term  Whig;  but 
I  think  the  term  as  applied  to  ih«  Federalists  of 
this  country  is  a  misnomer.  Fr>>m  what  intelli- 
gence I  can  gather  from  the  history  of  parlies  in 
this  country,  I  think  the  Federal  principles  cmack 
more  of  Toi^ism,  as  anderstood  in  the  days  of  the 
Revolution,  and  as  now  anderstood  in  Canada, 
than  they  do  of  the  ancient,  the  revered,  and  pa- 
triotic term  Whig.  I  hopp  the  patriots  will  renew 
their  efforts  whenever  a  pro.ipecl  of  success  is  pre- 
sented. They  will  socceed  with  half  a  chance. 
Go  on,  then,  I  say:  Justice  and  patriotism  is  on 
your  side;  and  though  the  odds  may  teem  to  be 
fearful  against  yoa,  the  strength  you  must  gain  in 
a  good  and  a  just  cause,  having  ifor  its  object  the 
omnipotence  of  human  liberty,  the  highest  object  of 
haman  aspiration,  will  eventually  redeem  you. 
The  laws  of  nations,  the  slipalations  of  treaties,  and 

Kirhaps  national  policy,  may  prevent  the  American 
emocracy  from  taking  an  opea  part  with  you; 
but  you  have  their  feelings  and  their  ardent  wishes. 
I  have  bat  little  regard  myself  for  the  restraints 
which  may  prevent  Ainerican  interference  in  behalf 
of  the  patriots.  If  I  possessed  the  power  of 
Mida'',  to  turn  every  thisg  I  touched  to  gold, 
I  woald  soon  fumi'h  the  pairiots  with  the  means  of 
emancipation;  or  if  I  had  the  power  of  ancient 
Jove,  with  Vuhsan  at  my  command  to  furge  thun- 
der bolts,  I  would  demolish  every  British  institu- 
tion, every  British  aathoriiy,  and  every  Briiisb 
Tory  in  Canada,  in  one  hoar.  But,  sir,  I  did  not 
rise  to  talk  about  Canadian  wars,  or  English  and 
Scotch  polities — I  rose  to  advocate  an  amendment 
of  the  ntturalixation  laws,  with  a  view  to  secure, 
at  a  cheap  rale,  and  with  a  shorter  residence,  the 
rights  of  American  ciiizsns,  and  the  foil  benefits  of 
onr  free  institutions  to  all  foreignen,  without  regard 
to  eooniry,  or  distinction  of  party. 

This  is  neither  the  time,  the  place,  nor  the  occa- 
sion, to  discuss  parly  principles,  nor  is  it  the  lime 
or  place  to  solicit  parly  influence.  It  it  were,  I 
would  like  to  indulge  ia  an  appeal  to  our  foreign 
population,  to  rallr,  now,  henceforih,  and  forever, 
to  the  standard  of  D>emocracy  and  equal  rights.  I 
wouid  advise  them  to  lorn  upon  their  enemies,  who 
are  endeavoring  to  cruvh  them  to  the  duit.  A  spirit 
of  resentment,  and  the  means  of  defence,  are  prin- 
ciples of  nature,  and  attributes  of  CreatioU'd  fami- 
ly— from  man,  who  was  made  in  the  image  of  bis 
maker,  lo  the  insect  that  crawls  iu  the  dust.  It  is  a' 
principle  of  nature,  too,  by  which  each  order-and 
class  of  created  animation  resists,  to  the  extent  of 
its  means,  injaries  that  threaten  iis  peace  and  safe- 
ty. Shall  man,  then,  be  less  spirited  than  the 
worm,  that  tarns  upon  the  foot  that  treads  ill 

It  is  now  the  united  effort  of  the  Federal  party 
and  of  the  Native  Americaa  associatitms  (twin 
brothers  and  worthy  of  each  other)  to  sink  the 
f><reigner  into  contempt  and  political  infamy.  Bat 
they  do  not  stop  at  political  proscription;  they 
seek  to  deprive  them  of  other  rights.  It  was  but 
the  other  day,  in  the  Senate,  when  the  pre-emption 
bill  was  under  consideraiioo,  thiit  a  motion  was 
made  by  a  Federalist  to  deprive  the  foreigner  of 
the  benefit  which  the  pre-emption  policy  has^ver 
secured  lo  those  who  settle  on  our  wild  lands. 
That  motion  was  sast&ined  by  the  Federal  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate,  bat  was  saccessfolly  resisted 
by  the  Democratic  members.  I  would  call  upon 
the  foreigner  in  Uie  name  of  that  spirit  of  resent- 
men',  and  by  Ihe  use  of  those  means  which  the 
free  inttiiaiions  of  our  country  have  made  his,  to 
tarn  upon  those  who  are  endeavoring  to  make 
him  a  beast  of  burden,  not  enly  by  stripping  him  of 
all  the  political  privileges  which  cbarteteiize  the 
freeman,  but  also  by  the  establishmcBt  of  instiin- 
tiona  which,  if  sueoessfally  persisted  in,  mast  one 
d«]r  rabvcft  4mc(i9«ii  ltb«itjr,  and  K/ak.  tt)e  l^dy 


and  industrious  freemen  of  this  coontry  into  aab- 
missive  vassalage  to  a  bank  arisiocraejr.  I  wooll 
appeal  to  them  (the  foreigners)  as  tbej  vmloe  ihu 
liberty  they  have  sought,  and  as  ihey  fear  and  ahte 
ihat  oppression,  tyranny  and  despotisoi  from  which 
they  have  fled,  to  rally  to  the  standard  of  Demcera^} 
in  Ihe  name  of  the  foreign  blood  whicb  miagled  ia 
the  Revolutionary  strogf  le,  I  would  appeal  to  ihea 
to  be  found  at  all  times  in  our  political  battles  aa- 
der  the  flag  of  Democracy;  for  there  is  no  othNby 
which  they  can  secure  to  themselves — to  their  pi» 
terity  and  ibeir  eoontrymen  who  are  to  ccaa 
after  them— the  liberties  which  that  Berdiitioa 
purchased. 

But,  sir,  if  party  attachments  and  political  ee*- 
fidenee  were  to  have  their  sway  with  me  ia  a*  ap- 
peal lo  foreigners,  and  ihat  appeal  were  proper,  I 
would  say  to  the  German,  as  he  reveres  the  Mcmi^ 
ry  of  DeKalb,  and  as  he  appreciates  Us  gallaat 
services  in  the  cause  of  human  liberty,  and  as  ke 
holds  sacred  his  blood,  which  was  df«ak  by  the 
soil  he  has  adopted  for  bis  home — as  he  valoes  the 
freedom  which  was  the  consideration  of  that  hkwd 
and  those  services — to  stand  by  the  Demoeia^  at 
the  only  security,  the  only  hope,  the  only  sheet  a^ 
chor  of  safety  by  which  that  freedom  is  to  be  per- 
petuated. 

I  won  Id  say  to  the  Irishman,  as  be  loo  holdsaaered 
the  blood  of  his  coantrymeo,  which  was  shed  ia 
the  RevolatioQ — as  he  holds  sacred  the  meinorf 
of  Emmelt,  who  was  sacrificed  on  his  eouitrj^ 
aliar  for  Irish  liberty — as  he  abhors  aad  detests  iIm 
oppression  which  cruthes  his  eoaniry  nader  the 
foot  of  British  despotism — and  as  he  valttea  the 
liberty  which  he  has  sought,  that  he  too  abonld 
be  in  our  political  battles,  under  the  banner  aad 
in  the  ranks  of  Democracy.  The  blood  of  Moai- 
gomety,  spilt  upon  the  heights  of  Clnebec,^f  and 
for  Ihe  Irishnun  Americaa  liberty.  The  spirit  of 
Emmett,  which  walks  abroad  in  midday,  thoogh 
unseen,  secretly  admonishea  the  Irisbmaa  to  main- 
tain with  his. life  our  Democratic  instiiniions  ia 
their  pristine  purity.  The  voice  and  admoaitioas 
of  O'ConncIl,  that  glide  with  every  breeze  aenat 
the  Atlantic,  warn  the  Irishman  that  he  should 
stand  by  the  party  and  the  principles  that  staad  by 
him;  that  h«  sheuld  be  found  whenever  and  wher- 
ever his  vote  and  his  inflaence  may  be  reqatred  lo 
overthrow  a  party  who  are  exerting  theiMelTta  to 
overthrow  him  and  to  sink  his  coaatryaMa  iaio  po- 
litical degradation. 

I  have  us^  the  names  of  Palaski  and  KcadHko. 
They  ate  sacred  names,  and  ate  identified  with  b» 
man  liberty  and  human  bravery.  Palaski  was  a 
native  of  Poland,  and  a  soldier  who  bad  disda- 
gaisbed  himself  by  brave  but  ananoceasfal  eSocU 
to  restore  liberty  and  independence  to  bit  aaiiia 
country.  He  came  t*  this  couniiy  danng  the  Re- 
volution,  bearing  with  him  a  high  and  meriuirioat 
character.  He  was  appoioted  Brigadier  GaenI 
in  the  American  army.  He  was  mortally  wooaded 
in  the  attack  on  Savannah,  of  which  he  aooa  afier 
died.  Congress  voted  to  erect  a  monamenl  to  tha 
memory  of  that  biave  officer,  bat  I  believe  ii  never 
was  done. 

Kosciusko  was  a  Pole  by  birth,  and  was  edaeatcd 
at  the  miiiiary  fcbonl  at  Warsaw.  He  ea«e  la 
the  Uuited  States  with  a  recommeadaiioa  to  Qea. 
Washington  from  Benjamin  Franklia,  with  «bo« 
he  bad  formed  an  acquaintance  in  Prance.  H« 
was  appointed  an  aid  by  Geo.  Washington.  Be 
was  alierward-s  appointed  an  Engineer,  wiih  im 
rank  of  Colonel.  He  fortified  the  camp  of  Oca. 
Gales  in  his  campaign  agiunst  Bnrgoyne.  He  fm- 
formed  many  high  and  valuable  serriees^  ftr 
which  he  receiv^  the  thanks  of  Coagiess.  At 
the  close  of  the  Revelation  be  returned  to  his  na- 
tive country,  bearing  with  him  a  aation^  giatitode. 
Poland  was  in  revolution.  He  was  appniatrd  a 
Major  General.  He  fought  many  batUes  wiA 
great  skill  and  bravery,  bat  Poland  thai  fhiM, 
owing  to  the  misnunagement  of  her  Diet.  Oa  te 
breaking  out  of  a  new  revolution  in  1794,  be  was 
appointed  Generaliaimo,  with  the  power  of  Dieifr 
tor.  He  conducted  with  courage,  abiUij  aal 
adroitness,  but  was  fioally  overpowered  by  tki 
Russian  troops,  made  pri^oaer,  and  carried  (oSt. 
Peiersboif ,  where  he  was  confined  until  the  dco* 
of  CtOtuiAf,   Wiicii  tvA^ium  i«ilie<hvBM)i 
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wcs  released,  and  lojed  with  honors.  He  was 
offered  an  office  in  the  Raesian  service;  that  he  de> 
dined.  The  Emperor  offered  him  his  own  sword; 
bat  Kosciusko  said  "No,  I  no  longer  need  a  svord, 
since  I  have  no  conntr;."  Snch  an  answer  was 
worthy  of  a  Pole,  worthy  of  a  patriot,  worthy  of 
Kosciusko.  Bat  Kosciusko  was  not  the  only  Pole 
who  coald  give  such  an  answer.  Colonel  Klim- 
kiensiez,  in  a  subsequent  revolqtion  was  made 
pioneer,  and  conSaed  in  the  dungeon  at  Kamicnlce 
Podolski.  He  was  visited  by  by  the  poUcemaster, 
who  had  orders  to  offer  him  a  bribe  of  free- 
dom and  imperial  honors,  if  he  woold-  re- 
veal the  names  of  iho.<e  who  belonged  to 
the  secret  societies  called  the  "  Patriotic  So- 
cieties." The  gallant  Pole  met  the  base  pro- 
pos.tion  with  a  retort  becoming  a  patriot,  and 
one  who  is  worthy  of  the  blood  of  Kosciusko. 

"Retire,  miKreaol !  Tliou  who  grorellest  at  ihe  feet  of  Ihy 
Mtniscen !  How  dareet  thou  preeont  thyself  l)eforo  an  hooeet  pa< 
trloi7  Tlkou  lwee-l)orn  wreicL !  forget  not  that  in  my  vein* 
flows  the  blood  of  the  illustrious  ThadeusKosckusko;  and  know 
that  an  approving  conscience  is  dearer  to  me  than  alt  else  in 
this  world.  Retire,  1  say;  1  love  my  country— I  love  and  appre- 
ciate the  rights  of  man;  and  remember,  1  am  not  of  thy  dainna- 
ble  prufessioo,  lllat  1  should  bttray  either.  Leave  me,  then,  to 
groan  in  this  dungeon,  and  mourn  over  the  recollection  of  the 
wailingn  and  lamentations  of  those  iinhappy  mothers,  under  the 
reign  of  your  modern  Nero.  Retire  forever,  thou  rite  slave  of 
a  tyrant  I  1  was  ejcamined  and  condemned  by  my  judges.  Thou 
hadsi  no  right  to  pri^eot  thyself,  with  such  baso  proposals,  op- 
poaed  as  they  are,  not  only  to  virtue,  but  aleo  to  the  laws  of  the 
Kusslaa  empire.  8ir,  2  ana  a  free  citizen  of  Volhyoia,  and  Irhow' 
the  laws  of  thine  own  cuuntry  better  than  thou  OMt,  a  vile  ser- 
Tant  of  it,  as  thou  art    Retiie,  I  say  !" 

Sir,  I  have  read  ibis  noble  and  patriotic  retort.  I 
will  make  it  a  part  of  my  printed  remarks,  with  a 
hope  that  it  may  be  taught  with  the  fir^it  lessons  of 
youth;  because,  as  the  child  is  taught  to  lisp  the 
name  of  his  Heavenly  Father  in  hallowed  reverence, 
so  should  be  be  taught  to  lisp  such  senlimenis  in 
patriotic  devotion,  honor,  and  love  to  bis  country. 
That  gallant  Pole  is  now  a  resident  of  this  country. 
Who  is  not  proud  to  have  him  with  va'i  Who 
does  not  greet  him  a  welcome  guest]  His  presence 
is  a  national  honor,  worthy  of  national  boast.  He 
is  here,  ready  to  march  with  the  American  stan- 
dard when  peril  may  invite  him  or  invasion  call 
bim.  Such  is  his  noble  nature,  and  such  is  his 
promise.  At  one  of  our  fesiivals  he  was  ca'Ird  to 
liis  feet  by  a  sentiment.  He  responded,  and  said, 
tmong  other  things,  in  thrilling  eloquence:  *'My 
teart  is  for  Poland,  bat  my  arms  are  for  Ame- 
rica." What  American  will  deny  to  the  Pole  the 
rights  and  franchise  of  an  American  citizen?  Is 
iiere  one,  that  man  should  be  stripped  of  the 
laue  of  an  American,  and  cons'gQecl  to  Russian 
lespotism.  Such  a  man  is  only  lit  himself  for  a 
slave. 

Sir,  the  well  known  history  of  Baron  Stenben, 
vcA  tM  services  he  rendered  in  the  Revolutionary 
itmggle,  supercedes  the  necessity  of  my  naming 
lim.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  he  was  a  Fmssian  by 
l>irlh.  He  was  a  pilgrim  in  the  cause  of  liberty. 
He  was  a  distinguished  officer  of  Ihe  Revolution. 
Ele  fought  in  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  and  was  com- 
oaander  in  the  trenches  in  Yorktown  on  the  day 
Ibat  concluded  the  contest  with  Great  Britain.  The 
Mllintrymen  of  Steuben  have  a  claim  to  the  rights 
>f  American  freemen.  But  why  ds  I  select  and 
tall  particular  nations.  The  glorious  principles  of 
Democracy  makes  no  [distinction  with  the  home- 
ess  exile.  It  recognizes  the  rights  of  all  who  have 
he  human  form,  who  seek  protection  among  as. 
[t  repudiates,  in  the  broadest  manner  that  intole- 
-ant  spirit  which  now  marks  the  Federal  par- 
y  and  the  "Native  American  Associations." 
Democracy  meets  at  our  shores  the  exiled 
Migrim ;  greets,  hailf,  and  welcomes  him  to 
ter  hospitality,  and  a  full  participation  in 
ler  -free  institations.  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me 
wDclade  by  saying  that  human  rights,  the  spirit  of 
libertT,  the  character  .of  oor  Government,  the 
meaaiDg  of  our  Constitatiou,  the  nature  of  our 
free  principles,  and  T  believe  the  stability  and  du- 
ration of  our  Democratic  institutions,  all  unite  in  re- 
pairing that  as  liberal  and  as  generous  a  policy 
should  be  exercised  towards  fofeign  emigrants  as 
that  which  tbis  bill  provides.  It  extends  no  privi- 
leges which  can  endanger  our  conntiy.  It  con- 
tains no  provisions  but  what  a  generous  policy  wiU 
at  all  times  leoognJM  as  josi— none  but  what  a 
lilMiral  Md  higbmiaded  patriotie  oattmoBity  will 
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approve  and  sustain— none  but  what  the  foreign 
blood  spilt  in  the  Revolution,  and  consecrated  to 
human  liberty,  demands. 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  TRIPLETT, 

OF  KENTUCKY, 
/n  Ihe  Ilouu  of  Jltprtainlatnes,  Ftbruary  S,  1841— 

On  ihe  bill  providing  for  an  issue  of  Treasury 

notes. 

Mb.  TRIPLETT  rose  and  said:  f&r.  Chairman, 
the  best  return  I  can  make  for  any  attention  which 
Ihe  committee  may  give  to  me  during  the  remarks 
I  have  to  submit  upon  tbis  momentous  subject  will 
be  to  consume  as  small  a  portion  of  its  time  as  the 
duty  which  I  owe  to  tay  eonstitaents  and  to  myself 
will  permit.  This  I  promise  to  do.  I  shall,  ihere- 
fiire,  decline  followiitg  the  Renlleman  from  Naw 
York  [Mr.  Yandisposl]  in  his  disserlations  upon 
log  cabias  and  Whig  principles.  I  am  rather  in- 
clined to  think  that  the  gentleman  knows  as  little 
about  Whi^  principles  as  be  does  of  log  cabins.  If 
he  wonld  visit  the  latter  a  little  oftener,  possibly  he 
might  learn  what  Whig  principles  are,  and  learn  to 
love  them.  If,  however,  Gen.  Harrison,  when  he 
arrives  here,  should  think  proper  to  adopt  the  ad- 
vice of  that  gentleman,  and,  instead  of  taking  pos- 
session of  th:  White  House  at  the  other  end  of  the 
avenue,  should  take  up  his  abode  in  the  loe  cabin 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  (pointing  to  the  West,)  I 
would  advise  the  gentleman  to  visit  him  there;  and 
he  might  then  possibly  learn,  through  the  rough, 
rude  metre  of  a  Io°;  cabin  song,  something  of  those 
maxims  which,  I  hope  and  t>elieve,  will  guide 
General  Harrison  in  bis  administration  of  the  af- 
fairs of  this  Government.  One  of  these  metres,  I 
recollect,  reads  in  this  way: 

"No  Prices,  or  Swarlwoms,  or  auch  decelven^ 
Shall  be  appointed  Cash  Receivers; 
And  no  man  what  is  given  to  grabbin, 
Shall  ever  eater  this  Log  Cabin." 

If  Kinileihook,  senior,  wbo  now  inhabits  the 
While  House,  hatl  practised  some  of  lh(se  log  ca- 
bin, principles,  it  is  possible  that  he  mighihave 
be«n  re-elected  to  the  Presidency;  and  then  it 
might  have  been  possible  that  my  iriend  from  New 
York  would  have  consented  to  be  a  candidate  for 
election.  I  understand  that  he  declines  to  be  so. 
j  He  will,  therefore,  have  two  years'  leisure  before 
him.  I  adviie  bim  in  the  interim  to  visit  some  of 
the  log  cabins  of  the  West;  where,  perchance,  he 
might  meet  wiih  a  stern  reply  to  some  of  his  insi- 
nuaiions  about  British  bank-bought  Whigs,  and 
the  influence  of  British  gold  in  the  "recent  elec- 
tion." Thai  is  also  reduced  to  metre — rough,  it  is 
rne,  but  at  strong  as  it  is  rough.    It  is  as  follows: 

"A  Kentncltian'a  vole  can  never  be  bought, 
Try  it  who  may,  or  can; 
All  the  British  gold  that  ever  waa  told, 
Caa'ibuy  oae  honest  man." 

If  one  hondred  and  sixty-thonsand  voters  were 
purchased  by  British  gold  to  vote  for  General  Har- 
rison, or,  to  me  the  gentleman's  own  classical  ez- 
presiion,  for  "Tip  and  Ty,"  I  take  it  for  granted 
lliat  those  voters  conld  not  have  been  Whigs.  Tae 
Wh'gs  intended  to  vote  for  those  names  without 
British  gold;  and  if  British  gold  has  been  employed 
in  buying  up  Democratic  votes,  the  gentleman  from 
New  York'mu<t  blame  his  Democratic  friends  for 
being  so  easily  purchased. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  brief  spaeo  of  time  I 
have  before  me  warns  me  that  I  must  not  follow 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  through  his  "poetry 
in  prose."  By  the  by,  it  appeared,  from  some  of 
the  observations  of  the  gentleman,  that  he  cherishes 
an  extraordinary  hatred  against  poetry.  He  says 
that  his  colleague  [Mr.  Babnabd]  wrote  a  book  of 
poetry;  and  that  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr. 
Evans]  wrote  another.  Now,  there  is  this  diffe- 
rence between  the  poetry  and  prose  of  these  two 
geiHlemen,  and  the  "poetry  in  prose"  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York;  they  put  their  poetry  in  a 
book  by  itself:  it  does  not  appear  in  their  speeches. 
Bui  the  gentleman  from  New  York  pals  bis  p>oetry 
and  prose  so  promisoaously  together,  that  it  is  be- 
yond the  power  of  Ihe  poor  alembic  of  my  wits  to 
separate  them.  Yes,  and  the  log  cabin  men  of  the 
West  could  not  nnderstand  Jus  poetry  any  more 
1  than  ihsreoBld  his  Latin.    His  iasiBoalions,  how- 


ever, some  of  them  might  understand  and  repel  in 
a  way  not  much  to  his  liking.  But,  let  me  now 
come  to  his  lacts,  figures,  and  arguments,  for  it  is 
with  them  that  my  business  lies. 

The  first  fact  with  which  the  gentleman  sets  out 
is  a  most  extraordinary  one;  it  is,  that  a  cry  of  a 
national  debt  has  been  raised  by  the  Whig  parly, 
in  order  to  justify  an  extra  session  of  Congress. 
Now,  I  have  never  seen  so  much  misrepresentation 
crammed  into  so  short  a  sentence.  There  are  in  it 
two  remarkable  misstatements.  First,  he  begs  the  ' 
question  that  the  Whig  party  wish  an  extra  session; 
and  upon  that  gratuitous  assumption  he  grounds  the 
position  that  there  is  no  national  debt.  It  is  a  sort  of 
negatnuprtgnaiU.  I  deny  for  myself;  I  deny  in  behalf 
of  the  Whig  members  of  this  House;  I  deny  in  behalf 
of  a  large  portion  of  the  Whig  members  of  die 
other  branch  of  Congress  with  whom  I  have  eon- 
versed;  I  say,  I  deny  that  there  is  one  solitary  niem- 
ber  in  or  out  of  this  House  who  desires  that  there 
should  be  an  extra  session,  unless  it  be  demanded 
by  imperious  necessity.  We  may  be  driven  to 
that  alternative  to  prevent  other  and  greater  evils. 
An  extra  session  is  an  evil  to  be  deprecated;  we  all 
acknowledge  that.  But  there  are  other  and  still 
greater  evils  to  be  be  apprehended,  and  it  way  be 
necessary  to  adopt  the  lesser  evil  Ibat  we  may  avoid 
the  greater.  One  of  these  greater  evils  I  now  come 
to  speak  of.  Il  is  thit:  that  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  this  Government  te  preserve,  our  national 
honor  and  protect  our  national  faith  by  paying  our 
national  debts.  I  ask  gentlemen  of  the  tpposile  ' 
party  to  lend  me  their  aid  for  the  aeeomplidiment 
of  tbis  great  object;  I  require  it  of  them;  I  know 
some  of  them  are  sincere  in  their  desire  to  do  so. 
I  know  that  the  very  respectable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Jonas]  is  sin- 
cere; and  tb&t  h«  does  not  wjsh  Gen.  Harrison  to 
be  driven  to  the  nece^ity  of  calling  an  extia 
session;  for  it  is  upon  the  President  the  responsi- 
bility is  thrown  by  the  Constitution,  of  convening 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  when,  in  his  opinion,  the 
public  exigencies  require  it;  and  I  ask  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  libd  Means,  and  his 
friends,  to  attend  to  me  for  a  few  moments,  whilst 
I  point  out  the  means  by  which  that  necessity  can 
be  avoided. 

I  have  prepared  a  short  table,  to  which  I  beg 
leave  to  call  the  especial  attention  of  the  committee, 
by  which  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  demonstrate  that 
unless  the  chairman  of  Ihe  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  and  the  party  with  which  be  is  aetiog 
interpose  promptly,  an  extra  session  will  be  inevita- 
ble. 

What  is  the  stale  of  your  Treasoryl  Tliat  is  Ihe 
first  matter  which  will  naturally  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  the  new  President.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  his  annual  report,  transmitled  on  the 
tenth  day  of  December  last,  stated  that  there  wonld 
be  found  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1841,  a  surplus  of  $1,580,855.  That  was  the 
esUinaie;  that  was  the.  prophecy.  Now  let  us  as- 
certain to  what  extent  this  estimate  or  ibis  prophe- 
cy has  been  verified  by  the  event.  Why  are  we 
now  in  committee?  Is  it  noi  for  the  very  purpose 
of  raising  the  ways  and  means  to  pay  off  pait 
of  the  debts  contraeted  previous  to  that  time, 
and  which  the  Treasury  has  no  means  of  paying, 
notwithstanding  the  balance  estimated  to  be  in  the 
Treasury  on  that  dayt  What  has  become  of  that 
balancet  The  tmlb  is,  it  sever  was  there.  Bat 
let  me  go  back.  I  bare  prepared  a  table, 
showing  the  present  slate  of  the  Treasury,  tak- 
ing every  word  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  be  inie,  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that,  taking  the  extraordinary  re- 
ceipis  and  extraordinary  expenditures  of  the  years 
1840  and  1841,  the  extraordinary  means  which  will 
be  required  in  1841  to  meet  appropriations  already 
made  by  Congress  will  be  upwards  of  |9,000,000 
greater  than  the  eztraotdiaaiy  expenditans  of 
1840;  thus: 

Ordinary  receipts  of  1840  •  •  |17,197,763>  00 

Balance  in  Treasury 

Ist  January         .  |3,3t6,749  00  . 

Bztraordinary      re-  OOlP 


.  eeipts 


.   8,790,000  00 
111,036,749  00 
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Fd>.  1841. 


26th  Cong-"-2md  Sbss. 


Treasury  Note  Bill— Mr.  Triplett. 


H.  of  Reps. 


Tol*lieceipisori840         .  .  38^34,513  00 

Ordinuy     ezpendi- 

totes  for  1840      .  33,489,349  51 
Exmotdtnary     et- 

pendUoresforl840   4,154,306  62 
Total    eipeoditurea 

ol  1840  ....  36,643,656  13 
From  extraordinary 

receiptsin  1840of.  11,036^749  00 
Deduct  eztraotdioa- 


Tf  ezpenditarea  in 
1840 

Learing  a  balance 
in  favor  of  the 
Treasoiy  ia  1840, 
of 

Ordinary  receipts  of 
1841  estimated  at 

Extraordinary  re- 
ceipts 

E3timat(!d  balance  in 
the  Treasnry  1st 
Jantiary,  1841 


4,154,306  63 

.    6,883,443  38 
.  33,580,000  00 
663,618  00 

1,580,855  00 


34,833,473  00 


13,343,473  00 

Total  leeeipts  of 
1841  estimated  at 

Ordinary  ezpendi- 
loMs  for  1841  esti- 
mated at  .  .  19,350,000  00 

Extraordinary  ex- 
penditares  for  1841 
estimated,  bnt  cre- 
ated by  acts  af 
1840        .  .    4,693,300  00 

Deduct  extraordina- 
ry receiptsin  1841,  3,343,473  00 


Leaving  a  balance  against  the  Trea- 
snry in  1841  of  .    3,353,373  00 

Add  the  balance  in  faror  of  the 
Treasury  in  1849  .  .    6,883,443  38 


Blakittg  a  difference  «f  .(9,135,815  38 

in  favor  of  1840;  ibat  is  to  say,  tskine  tbe  extraor- 
dinary expenditnres  thrown  upon  1841,  and  ihe  ex- 
traordinary means  furnished  to  pay  tbem  by  Con- 
gress, and  tbe  expenditures  thrown  upon  1840, 
and  the  means  furnished  to  pay  them  by  Congress, 
and  there  is  a  difference  between  the  extraordi- 
nary receipts  and  expenditures  of  1840  and  1841  of 
Ihe  sum  or  |9, 135,815  38;  and  if  tbe  oidioary  re- 
teipts  and  ordinary  expenditnres  of  the  two  years 
ate  the  same,  there  must  eveniually  be  a  deficien- 
^  in  the  revenue  to  that  amount. 

[While  Mr.  Thiplett  was  commenting  on  the 
item  of  $1,580,855,  estimated  as  the  balance  which 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  supposed  would  be 
in  the  Tieasury — 

Mr.  JoNis  rose  and  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  with 
the  leave  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  I  will 
explain. 

Mr.  Joaij's  remarks  were  indistinctly  heard  by 
the  Reporter;  but  he  was  understood  to  s%y  that 
11,586,855  was  only  an  estimate  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasnry,  and  the  data  on  which  that  esti- 
mate was  founded  were  given  in  another  part  of 
the  document,  &c.] 

Mr.  TaipLBTT.  I  will  come  to  that  part  of  the 
document  by  and  by,  and  I  will  show,  if  I  under- 
stand the  matter,  that  those  (1,580,855  consisied  in 
Treasury  notes,  subsequently  issued.  I  have,  how- 
ever, construed  this  table  upon  that  report,  but  I 
bare  also  constructed  another,  which  shows  that 
things  are  even  worse. 

One  of  the  reductions  of  five  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  of  duties  levied  on  imports  takes  place  in 
1841.  Yet  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  estimates 
the  amount  to  be  received  from  eusicims  in  that 
year  at  (19,000,000,  while  the  actual  receipts  of 
the  first  Uiree  quarters  of  1840  were  only  |10,687,- 
884  79,  to  which,  if  you  add  one-fourth  more  for 
the  fourth  quarter,  yon  have  the  sum  of  f  13,362,. 
365  98.  Would  it  not  have  been  fair  for  the  pre- 
sent Secretary  c£  the  Treasury,  when  making  an 
estimate  for  bis  successor,  to  havesuppo!ied  that  the 
increased  prosperity  of  the  couotty,  and  other  fa- 
rotable  causes,  would  not  have  been  greater  than 
snfflcient  to  countef  balance  the  redaction  of  five 


per  cent,  in  the  revenue  provided  lor  by  tbe  com* 
promise  acil    I  have  taken  that  as  the  basis  on 
which  I  have  constructed  ibis  second  table,  thus: 
The  ordinary  revenue  of  1840,  from  a!l 

sources,  was  .  .  .(17,179,768 

The  ordinary  expenditures  of  every 

kind  wer 33,489,349 

Showing  that  the  revenues  or  receipts 

did  not  meet  the  expenses  by  .    3.391,536 

Add  the  difference,  a;  shown  by  the 
first  table,  of  the  extraordinary  ex- 
penditures above  the  extraordinary 
receipts  thrown  upon  1841  .  .    3,353,373 


And  yon  have  the  sum  of 


(4,544,959 


Which  yon  must  provide  for,  (unless  you  intend 
to  go  on  adding  to  your  national  debt,)  in  addition 
to  the  (10,543,955  of  outstanding  appropriations, 
which  you  are  now  creating  a  debt  of  (5,000,000 
Treasury  notes  to  pay  in  part. 

This  brings  me  to  reply  briefly  to  the  ar^ment 
of  the  gentleman  from  iNfew  Yoik,  [Mr.  ViNoaa- 
pocL,]  who,  I  tbmk,  has  totally  muapprehended 
tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  in  his  estimates.  If 
I  understood  the  frentleman  correctly,  he  said  that 
only  the  sum  of  (3,749,904  of  the  (10,549,955  of 
the  outstanding  appropriations  would  be  require! 
to  be  expended  in  1841.  This  was  his  assertion; 
and,  at  the  time  he  made  it,  1  turned  my  bead  biu:k 
and  told  him  be  was  mistaken.  He  then  repealed 
Ihe  assertion,  bnt  it  is  moot  assuredly  wrong,  for 
both  the  sums  of  (6,661,133  and  (3,749,904  will 
be  required  for  the  service  of  the  year  1841.  To 
show  this,  I  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
the  consirnction  of  the  sentence  in  the  report.  The 
true  meaning  of  the  Secretary  can  only  be  ascer- 
tained by  distinctly  tracing  out  to  what  the  word 
"them,"  which  occurs  three  times  in  tbe  sen- 
trnce,  has  reference.  The  sentence  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

"TbsDtparUntnKcalculalo  that  •5,661,123  of  th«  old  appro- 
priationa  will  be  required  CO  compleia  the  purpoeet  originally 
contemplated  by  them. 

"They  propose  lo  apply  about  t3,749.9M  ofthem  tothe  wp 
vice  of  the  enduing  year,  without  re-approprialioii;  piod  the  re* 
eidue,  amouniiag  to  tl3S,S76,  it  is  exp  cieii,  will  %a  to  ihe  tor- 
pluvfund.  They  esiimate  the  whole  of  tlum,  at  the  clon  of  the 
year,iobe<lU,519,95o."i 

What  do  these  three  thtna  refer  to?  Certainly 
to  appropriations  already  made  by  Congress;  and, 
to  pay  them,  money  must  be  placed  in  tbe  Trea- 
sury by  Congress,  or  they  muit  go  unpaid.  The 
coDstructiou  1  have  given  to  the  sentence  is  most 
ceitainly  correct,  as  any  gentleman  may  s:e  who 
wilt  turn  to  the  table  at  tbe  back  of  the  Secretary's 
report.    The  left  hand  column  crmtnences  ihn?: 

"Amounta  required  to  complete  the  aerrice  of  the  prafent 
and  foraier  yean,  though  they  may  Dotlw  callati  for  uoill  after 
the  close  of  the  year  ISIO." 

"Not  being  called  for,"  (continued  Mr.  T.)  that 
is  to  say,  the  drafts  not  being  presented  nntil  after 
1846,  the  money  must  be  m  the  Trea.<'ury  after 
1840  to  meet  these  drafts,  or  else  Ihe  Treasnry  is 
bankrupt.  Qentlemen,  I  suppose,  will  acknowledge 
that.  And  what  is  the  amomitt  Instead  of  being 
(3,749,000,  it  is  (6  661,133  53  in  addition,  mak- 
ing (10,411.037,  appropriated  in  1840  and  in  pre- 
vious years,  but  which  has  to  be  paid  in  1841. 

Now,  let  us  turn  back  for  a  moment  and  .-ee  of 
what  the  item  of  (3,749,000  is  composed.  It  is 
composed  of  amnnnis  which  will  "not  bb  reqairrd 
for  ttis  service  of  the  pre!«Dt  year,  and  which  may 
therefore  be  applied  in  aid  of  the  service  of  1841." 
In  aid!  Appropriations  applied  in  aid  of  the 
Treasnry  in  1841!  It  is  not  necessary  that  the 
money  shonld  be  re-appropriated,  bnt  it  is  necessary 
that  the  money  should  be  in  the  Treasury  to  pay 
tbfse  appropriations.  Therefore,  this  snm  of 
(3,749,000  is  as  nece!sary  to  be  in  the  Treasnry 
as  the  sum  of  (6,000,000  and  odd.  Is  not  this 
palpable?  Will  it  not  be  called  for  in  184 U  Cer- 
tainly. And  what  are  your  means  to  pay  ill  I, 
for  one,  taking  ibis  document  fomithed  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  as  true,  do  not  see  how  tbe 
means  are  to  be  in  the  Treasnry  to  pay  the  drafts 
drawn  upon  it  under  lawj  already  passed  by  Con- 
gress. Snppore  that,  immediately  after  General 
Harrison  enters  upon  tbe  administration  of  the 
Qovemment,  not  possessing  this  cabalistic  power 
"to  postpone,  by  subsidiary  eontracis,"  payments 
for  wo{k  done  or  mriees  lendend,  as  we  an  in- 


for«)ed  has  been  beietofore  dene  at  Old  Point  Coai- 
fott — ^not  desiring  to  exercise  tbe  power  which  «• 
are  told  has  been  exercised  at  Boston  under  the 
present  Administration,  where  you  are  building  a 
custom-house  wiihout  paying  your  hands,  bnt  post- 
poning those  payments  also  to  the  fir«t  day  of 
January  or  first  day  of  April,  1841;  suppose,  I  say, 
that  a  draft  for  these  six  millions  and  odd  doUan, 
and  for  the  three  millions  and  odd,  should  be  pr^ 
sented  at  the  Trea^ry,  what  means  have  yon  pro- 
vided to  pay  them}  Will  the  five  millions  srhtch 
you  propose  to  raise  by  this  bill  iceet  ihemi  If  nor, 
I  afk  tbe  gentleman  f rnm  Virginia  [Mr.  Jo«ss] 
aad  his  party  whether  they  do  not  ibns  compel  Gea. 
ral  Harrison  to  call  an  extra  session,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  faith  of  the  nation  from  being  pr«» 
trated  both  at  htvne  and  abroad?  It  is  as  nece^ 
sary  to  pay  our  debts  at  home  as  it  is  to  pay  tfaea 
abroad.  And  this  deficiency  in  the  Treasury  ia 
permanent.  It  is  in  vain  to  tell  me,  when  we  hate 
now  Treasury  notes  ouistanding  to  the  amonnt  of 
upwards  of  four  millions  and  a  half;  when  yon 
cume  here  and  ask  for  five  miliions  more  by  this 
bill,  and  when  your  revenue  is  annually,  regularly, 
and  from  natural  causes  diminishing— I  say  it  is  in 
vain  to  tell  me  that  this  deficiency  in  Ihe  Treasury 
is  not  permanent. 

How,  then,  will  you  remedy  iti  There  is  a  mode 
pointtd  out  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry,  (aa 
to  which  I  have  a  few  remarks  to  make,)  and  a 
most  extraordinary  mode  it  is.  At  page  10  of  hia 
annual  report  he  sa^t: 

"It  has  alreadr  been  chown  lliat  tbe  whole  amoonl of  ncaipis 
in  1841  will  probably  be  sufficienttn  diechaifeallordlnaiT  •>- 
penditiirea,  and  those  parts  of  the  outstanding  detai,  ftm^d  or 
unfunded,  which  may  become  due.  Itot  the  preaeirauon  of  a 
suliablebalancelntheTreasuiy  ma;  require  more  than  what 
will  probably  be  leftafter  sailslViagotlier  purpoaaa." 

Aitd  then  be  points  out  a  mode  by  which  dua 
end  can  be  aecamplisbed,  as  follows: 

"Ttw  ralaing  of  any  sum  for  that  object  la  IStl  coul^  liow. 
OTer, be obriated  byauthorizin^aconu^act  to  Im  mads,  aadar 
proper  reatrieiions,  eztendini;  tbe  period  of  paymaM  liir  a  por- 
Uon  ofllu  temporary  liabilities  falling  duaia  Uut  jeu." 

This  (continued  Mr.  T.)  is  practising  on  IheOU 
Point  Comfort  doctrines  again — doctrines  whidi 
will  thus  become  notorious  in  the  fiscal  annala  of 
this  nation. 

Now,  I  call  upon  any  candid  man  to  answer  thia 
question:  Are  not  all  these  extensions  of  payment, 
in  fact,  a  creation  of  a  national  debit  Is  it  not 
manife&t  that,  when  money  is  due  for  work  dime 
and  material  furnished,  and  yon  postpone  the  pay- 
mrnt  to  another  year,  to  that  extent  you  have  con- 
tracted a  debt?  The  remedy  of  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury,  the  n,  is  a  national  debt.  To  be  snie, 
he  baptizes  his  child  by  a  differeat  name;  bnt  ihai 
is  an  art  which  may  be  learned  and  bas  been  prae- 
lised  in  this  House,  as  well  as  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  Names  are  most  significant  thugs 
now-a-days.  The  creation  of  a  national  debt  is  ' 
called  a  postponement  to  a  more  convenient  seasoa 
of  th«  payment  of  the  public  dues. 

I  now  ask  attention  to  the  following  passage, 
whirh  immediaielv  follows  that  I  have  just  read: 

"Yet,  ia  the  opinion  of  the  undcririgned,  the  beat  mode  oTpro- 
ridinz  fur  this  case  would  be,  without  either  an  extoosioa  ot 
this  kind,  or  a  loin,  or  a  further  iaaue  of  Treasury  aocas,  or  • 
clianEa  In  the  tarifT,  but  merely  by  lessening  the  appropciaiMaa 
for  the  service  ol  18tl  below  the  esiJnialea,  or  by  paaring  aoeh 
declaratory  clauses  as  to  the  present  urilT,  and  stKh  acu  aa  to 
the  public  lands,  as  hare  heretofore  been  urged  oo  IhA  conakU' 
ration  of  CoDgreaa." 

Who  made  these  estimates,  continued  Mr.  T.t 
Did  not  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Tieasury  himself 
make  them  out  accordicg  to  law?  And  what  did 
the  law  reqaire  hiui  to  dot  To  make  out  snch  es- 
timates as  were  necessary  (or  Ihe  public  good,  and 
no  more.  Is  not  this  an  acknowledgment  that  bis 
own  estimates  are  not  absolutely  necessary  fct  the 
public  good? 

[Mr.  Jokes'  here  explained,  Ibat  the  estimates 
for  ihs  other  Departments  were  not  made  out  hf 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  he  was  not 
answerable  for  them,  they  biing  made  our  by  the 
Secretaries  ofibe  Navy,  War,  &c  ] 

Mr.  TRIPI.ETT,  If  the  gentleman  (h>m  Virginia 
is  correct,  how  does  he  account  for  this  most  tinex- 
plainable  ^enteocp,  at  page  3  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury's  repoit?  In  spcatring  of  the  esiimatea 
for  tbe  fourth  qaarter  rf  ihe  year  1840,  he  says: 

"Estimat.-sby  this  Department  (though  higher  bythaoUwai) 
for  all  ezpeoaea  during  the  fonnh  quaner,  s)t,OO0luOO." 

Here  we  have  the  positive  admission  of  tbe  Sa- 
\  cietary  of  the  Treasoijr  diat  ilis  cstiinatw  of  ttw 
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other  depanmeats  have  been  dimioished  by  him 
down  to  his  own  standard.  This,  I  think,  is  a 
complete  answer  to  the  genlUman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  JowEs.]  The  headj  of  the  other  Departments 
said  in  their  estimates  what  they  believed  the  pub- 
lic service  reqnired.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry razees  them  down  to  what  be  says  are  indispen- 
sably neeestary  for  the  public  service.  And  yet, 
in  another  part  of  his  repoit,  he  points  out  as  one 
of  the  means  which  bis  successors  may  ase  to  pay 
off  the  debt  he  has  crea'ed,  that  they  may  dimini&b 
their  appropriations  below  his  estimates.  I  may, 
by  possibility,  be  mistaken;  I  know  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Virgioia  understands  these  things  better 
than  I  do.  I  am  bnt  a  yoang  member  of  Con- 
gress, and  it  is  only  lately  that  I  have  turned  my 
attention  to  this  department  of  onr  business.  But 
I  felt  it  to  be  my  daty  to  look  into  these  matters, 
and  I  shall  do  it.  I  cannot  admit  that  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Tieasury  is  not  bound  to  supervise  these 
estimates,  or  ihi^t  he  is  at  liberty  to  send  them  here 
unle.-'S  he  thinks  them  reasonable  and  proper. 

Bat  to  his  remedies — and  that  is  a  snbjeet'in 
which  I  feel  W  deep  interest.  What  is  his  remedy 
for  the  payment  of  a  natiocal  debt  of  funr  millioas 
and  a  half  of  outstanding  Treasury  notes,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  five  millions  we  are  now  aboutto  create, 
and  the  amoont  created  by  the  postponement  of 
payments  on  contracts  until  some  more  convenient 
season?  which  has  alraady  been  done  in  the  disiiict 
of  my  friend  who  sits  befoM  me,  [Mr.  Mallort,] 
and  vho,  probably,  can  tell  yon  more  of  the  matter 
than  I  can. 

The  remedy  is  to  reduce  the  estimates.  I  have 
shown  that  this  is  a  matter  of  impossibility  as  re- 
gards the  coming  Administration,  because  they 
will  not  have  bad  time  to  enter  upon  snch  an  in- 
yestigation  as  will  enable  them  to  act  understand- 
ingly,  as  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
might.  .Why  did  not  he  point  out  the  particnlars 
in  which  the  "appropiialions  could  be  lessenedl" 
I  will  point  oat  some  particnlars  in  which  his  esti- 
mates ought  to  have  been  increa.^cd.  His  sedenta- 
ry militia  in  Florida  ha^  to  be  clothed,  and  fed,  and 
paid,  and  fonid  with  ammunition;  yet,  for  all  this, 
n«  estimates  were  sent  in:  yet  this,  I  suppose,  is 
one  of  the  objects  in  which  reduction  may  be  made. 
Added,  then,  to  ihot<e  outtauding  Treasury  nolei 
of  four  and  a  half  millions,  and  to  the  five  millions 
proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  bill,  (and  for  which,  I 
suppose,  most  of  us  will  vote,)  you  have  the  sum 
of  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  sedentary 
militia;  and  you  must  add  to  that  the  sum  of  near- 
ly two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  the  eentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mallort]  tells  us,  for  dne  bills 
issued  and  payable  on  the  1st  day  of  Jannary,  or 
1st  day  of  April,  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  which  have 
not  yet  been  paid,  and  fur  which  no  estimates  have 
been  sent  in.  Are  not  these  doe  bills  debts  which 
yon  have  succeeded  in  throwing  upon  the  coming 
Administration,  and  which  that  Administration  will 
be  compelled  to  pay?  They  must  either  do  so,  or 
they  most  dishonor  your  drafts,  and  say  that  yon 
have  not  acted  according  to  law.  Yon  most  take 
either  one  horn  of  the  dileUima  or  the  other.  The 
Secretary  of  War  has  already  asked  an  appropriation 
of  two  and  a  half  millions,  of  which  this  |800,000 
is  a  part,  f  suppose.  Add  this,  and  then  you  have 
a  debt  made  up  of  sontelhing  like  eighteen  or  twen- 
ty millions  of  dollars. which  the  next  Administration 
will  have  to  pay.  To  be  sure,  some  of  this  debt 
may  not  fall  on  the  year  1841;  it  may  fall  on  the 
year  1842.  Bat  here  is  the  difference;  when  the 
heavy  item  of  unappropriated  balances  fell  last  year 
upon  1840,  there  was  a  balance  in  the  Treasury" of 
nearly  three  millions  of  dollars  to  commence  with; 
whereas  this  balance  falls  upon  the  year  1841, 
which  finds  us  with  an  empty  and  exhausted  Trea- 
sury. 

What,  then,  is  the  remedy?  We  must  fall  back 
on  the  second  plan  prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  There  is  a  permanent  national  debt. 
I  now  seize  upon  this  as  an  argument  in  support 
of  the  point  to  which  I  am  now  coming,  and 
which  is,  to  show  that  we  must  in  some  measure 
regnlat*  the  tariff.  This  brings  me  to  say  a  few 
words  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Wise.] 

I  am  in  far«r— and  I  think  •  majority  of  the 


Whig  parly  of  this  House,  of  the  Whig  party 
throi3ghout  the  Union,  and,  in  fact,  a  majority  of 
four- fifths  of  all  the  people  are  in  (ivor— of  laying 
upon  wines,  silks,  brandies,  laces,  and  other  arti- 
cles of  luxury,  at  least  as  high  a  duty  at  will  raise 
the  revenue  sufficient  to  meet  the  economical  wants 
of  the  Government. 

I  biay  be  told  that  this  is  tariff  doctrine.  Well, 
to  some  extent,  I  am  a  tariff  man.  Bnt  jastice  re- 
quires that,  in  raising  revenue,  the  duties  be  so  laid 
as  to  be  the  least  felt  by  the  people  themselves.  I 
am  not  going  into  an  argoment  (for  it  is  unneces- 
sarj^  to  bbow  that  a  tariff  upon  wine.v,  silk«,  laces, 
andihe  like  articles — things  which  are  not  used  by 
one  family  in  a  hundred  to  the  extent  of  a  single 
dollar — can  be  belter  borne,  and  will  be  more  wil- 
lingly paid,  and  less  felt  by  the  great  mass  of  the 
people,  than  a  tariff  laid,  as  it  is  now,  upon  what 
are,  to  some  extent,  necessaries  of  life. 

I  am  willins;  and  anxious  to  continue  onr  present 
tariff  of  30  per  cent,  on  protected  arliclei;  bnt  I  go 
one  step  further.  Luckily  for  a  particular  interest, 
which  is  represented  on  ibis  floor,  so  far  as  Ken- 
tncky  is  concerned,  by  myself  and  some  three  or 
four  of  my  colleagues,  and  by  some  twenty  mem- 
bers from  other  States,  the  present  situation  of  the 
Treasury  and  of  the  tariff  laws  seemi  to  present  a 
favorable  opportunity  to  remedy  the  evils  under 
which  that  interest  labors,  without  coming  in  con- 
flict with  the  views  of  other  i^entlemen  representing 
the  other  great  interests  of  theconntry.  The  parti- 
cular interest,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  is  the  to- 
bacco inierest  of  the  United  Stater;  the  essential  in- 
terest of  five  Slates  of  thiij  Union,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  at  least  a  million  and  a  half.  And  hfre  I 
come  to  reply  to  a  few  of  the  arguments  of  the 
gentleman  representing  the  Accomack  district,  in 
Virginia,  [Mr.  WrsE,]  and  whom  I  am  glad  to  see 
in  bis  sea'. 

I  call  his  attention  now  to  this  question  of  ihe  to- 
bacco inierest,  which  I  in  part  represent.  I  say  it 
is  oppressed  to  an  extent  of  which  no  man  in  this 
House  ha^  the  most  di.stant  idea.  When  I  demon-' 
strate  to  yon,  as  I  shall,  what  that  extent  is,  will 
yon  fold  yuur  arms  in  silence?  Will  yon  tay  to 
us,  ground  as  we  are  to  the  dust,  "you  must  still 
bear  your  bordens?"  Well,  I  can  bear  them;  my 
constituents  can  bear  them;  but  they  will  gnash 
their  teeth  whilst  they  do  so. 

What  is  the  situation  of  the  tobacco  interest? 
Let  me  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Wise,]  that  I  do  not  think  he  has  studied  this  sub- 
ject as  he  is  wont  to  study  those  great  national  ques- 
tions which  he  is  compelled  to  discuss  here.  He 
does  not  represent  a  tobacco  region.  He,  there- 
fore, has  not  been  compelled,  as  I  have  been,  to 
stndy  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings;  he  has  taken  it 
up  incidentally,  as  a  part  of  his  national  duties. 
But  it  has  bten  the  objpct  of  my  especial  inquiry. 
Let  me  tell  him  all  the  facts,  and  if  hia  American 
blood  doesn'ot  stir  within  him — if  his  chivalric  cha- 
racter i.o  not  called  into  action — if  the  ire  even  of 
the  statesman  is  not  aroused,  I  can  only  say  that 
I  have  mistaken  the  man  himself. 

The  tobacco  of  the  United  Stales,  when  landed 
in  England,  !:>  taxed  seventy-five  cents  per  pound, 
being  upwards  of  eight  hundred  per  cent,  on  the 
original  cost.  Will  the  gentleman  point  out  to  me 
what  oth«r  product  of  the  Unitpd  States  is  taxed  to 
the  same  extent  in  any  nation  in  Europe?  I  have 
been  asked  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennyslvania, 
why  does  this  tobacco  interest  stand  prominently 
distinguished  from  the  grain  growing  or  the  cotton 
interest?  Let  me  reply,  that  cotton,  worth  twelve 
cents  per  pcund  here,  is  taxed  only  four  cents  in 
England;  while  tobacco,  worth  eight  cents  per 
pound  here,  is  taxed  seventy ifive  cent;:  in  other 
words,  the  one  is  taxed  33^  per  cent,  the  other  800 
per  cent.  And  my  grain-growing  and  cotton-grow- 
ing friends  can  look  with  great  equanimity  en  the 
misfortunes  of  their  neighbors,  llie  shoe  does  not 
pinch  them;  and,  therefore,  they  ask  why  wc  come 
here  with  our  complaints — why  we  held  a  conven- 
tion— and  why  we  wish  to  make  this  particular  in- 
terest prominent?  The  reason  is  this:  if,  under  the 
safety-valve  tariff  of  Qreat  Britain,  which  taxes 
wheat  floor  at  forty  per  cent,  the  grain-growing  dis- 
tricts grumble,  how  much  more  cause  have  we  to 
complain  wb*ti  oar  staple  is  taxed  to  the  amotmt 


of  800  per  cent.?    Is  not  the  simple  siatement  of 
this  fact  sufficient  to  ronse  us  into  action? 

Let  ns  take  a  look  at  the  other  side  of  this  pic- 
ture. One  of  the  adirantages  which  we  expected 
to  derive  first  from  our  Confederation,  and  after- 
wards from  the  union  of  the  Slates,  was  protection 
to  the  commercial  interests  of  every  State.  Ken- 
tucky gave  up  to  the  Gteneral  Government,  as  did 
Viiginia  and  all  the  other  States,  the  power  of  pro- 
tecting her  agriculiural  interests  abroad.  We  are, 
therefore,  compelled  to  appeal  tc  Congress  for  that 
protection  which  we  cannot  afford  to  onrselves. 
Let  as  :»ee  how  far  this  protection  is  extended  to  as. 
What  is  the  amount  of  onr  tariff  on  English  im- 
ports? Qreat  Britain,  as  I  have  (hown,  receives 
from  us  our  tobacco  at  a  tax  of  75  cents  per  ponnd, 
or  800  per  cent  We  receive  from  her  nfQr-dx 
millions  of  imports  per  year,  and  we  tax  them  at 
I3i  per  cent.;  that  is  to  say;  she  taxes  onr  tobacco 
sixty  times  as  high  as  we  tax  the  products  of  her 
labor  here.  Is  this  fair?  Will  any  high-minded 
man,  whose  blood  is  drawn  from  ihe  veins  of  Re- 
volutionary ancestors,  svbmit  tamely  to  this  op- 
pression, or  say  that  we  onght  to  do  so?  I  honestly 
believe  ihat  the  evil  needs  only  to  be  understood  in 
this  House  to  be  remedied. 

Bnt  France  has  served  this  tobacco  interest  even 
worse  than  England.  And  here  I  ask  the  fecial 
attention  of  the  committee  to  another  fact  France 
monopolizes  the  whole  of  onr  tobacco  trade  in  the 
hands  of  ihe  King,  or  of  those  to  whom  he  sells  the 
privilege:  this  document  (House  Doc.  No.  229,  1st 
Sess.  26:h  Cong.)  tells  us  that  it  is  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Rogers  and  six  or  seven  others.  How  maeh 
do  they  import?  In  1839,  they  imported  into 
France  about  seven  thousand  hogsheads.  Make 
the  calculation  for  yourselves.  At  fifty  Bullions  of 
francs,  (something  less  tbaaten  millions  of  dollars,) 
it  is  a  tariff  of  f  1,428  on  every  hogshead  of  to- 
bacco; that  is  to  say,  these  gentlemen  pay  to  the 
King  that  sum  as  a  tax  on  each  hogshead. 

Tne  gentleman  from  Virginia  says,  if  we  lax 
'i'rench  wines  and  silks,  in  retaliation  for  their  high 
tax  on  our  tobacco,  we  thereby  diminish  the  eon- 
sumption  of  these  articles,  and  lessen  the  means  of 
France  to  purchase  our  cotton,  rice,  and  tobaeeo. 
It  Would  be  a  sufficient  reply  to  this  argument  for 
me  to  say  that  France,  by  her  high  taxes  and  re- 
strictions on  onr  tobacco,  diminishes  the  consump-' 
tion  of  that  article  ia  France,  and  lessens  our 
means  to  purchase  her  winee  and  silks;  that  she 
commenced  this  warfare,  and  continued  it  for  fifty 
years  on  her  part,  against  onr  repeated  remon- 
strances, before  we  lifted  a  hand  in  onr  own  de- 
fence. But  a  fall  answer  to  this  and  all  similar 
objections  is  famished  by  the  fact  stated  by  the  gen- 
tleman himself,  that  a  tax  on  French  wines,  bran- 
dies, and  silks,  will  diminish  their  consamption 
here,  notwithstanding  his  argument,  in  an  earlier 
part  of  his  speech,  to  prove  that  the  high  tax  levied 
by  France  on  onr  tobacco  did  not  diminish  its  con- 
samption there,  and  was  no  injury  to  the  American 
tobacco  planter. 

When  the  producers  of  Frendi  wines,  brandies, 
and  silks,  find  the  demand  for  these  prednels  of 
their  industry  diminishing,  they  will  naturally  in- 
quire into  the  cause,  and  will  learn  that,  white 
heretofore  their  wines  were  admitted  into  America 
at  a  duly  of  five  cents  a  gallon,  or  ten  per  cent,  on 
their  first  cost,  and  their  silks  duty  free,  which 
caused  a  large  amount  of  fhe.5e  articles  to  be  con- 
sumed here,  their  king  taxed  American  tobacco 
one  dollar  a  pound,  or  one  thousand  per  cent 
which  caused  a  very  small  quantity  of  that  article, 
comparatively  speaking,  to  be  colisnmed  in  France; 
that  the  Americans,  to  countervail  this  duty,  and 
cause  it  to  be  taken  off,  had  taxed  the  wines,  silks, 
and  brandies  of  France,  which  caused  a  smaller 
quantity  of  them  to  be  used  there  now.  What  is 
the  next  question  the  French  producer  of  wines  and 
silks  woald  atk,  Mr.  Chairman?  It  is  this,  sir;  it 
is  thist  What  remedy  is  there  for  this  evil?  Is 
theie  no  honorable  method  of  getting  these  bnrden- 
some  duties  taken  off  of  these  products  of  otu  in- 
dustry? And  they  will  be  told  it  is  a  part  of  Ame- 
rican policy — a  part  of  the  law  which  put  on  these 
duties — that  whenever  the  King  of  France  dimi- 
nished or  took  off  his  duties  on  American  tobaeeo, 
the  duties  are  to  be  diminished  in  the  siuae  proper- 
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lion,  or  taken  off  of  Ficndi  wines,  brandies,  and 
siiks.  And  yon  will  quickly  bear  of  coBventions 
limilar  to  oars,  and  petitions  and  memorials  from 
the  wine  and  siUt-grawers  of  Fiance,  calling  upon 
tbeir  Cbamber  of  Depnties  to  abolith  tbe  Regiti,  or 
monopoly  of  the  tobacco  trade,  and  redace  ibe  do- 
ty on  that  article  to  a  reasonable  standard.  And 
hfre  let  me  remark,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  nowhere, 
not  even  in  this  Hall,  is  pnblic  sentiment  more 
qUckly  felt  and  answered  to  than  in  tbe  French 
Chamber  of  Depnties:  a  million  and  a  half  of  tbeir 
eonslitnenis  never  asked  in  vain  for  a  redress  of 
any  grievance. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise)  read 
the  other  day,  from  a  doeament  farnisfied  to  him 
by  a  friend,  some  statistics,  faet%  and  arguments, 
of  a  different  character  from  what  I  am  in  the  habit 
of  using,  and  I  called  on  him  then  to  say  from 
whence  that  docnment  came,  bat  he  declined  doing 
it.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  state,  npon  the  aotho- 
rity  famished  by  eur  Treasury  Department,  that 
onr  imports  from  France  are  moch  greater  than 
onr  exports  to  that  country.  For  example:  Taking 
an  average  of  three  years,  from  October  1,  1835, 
to  September  30, 1838,  the  annual  average  of  the 
total  amount  of  importations  from  France  was 
125,490,376,  while  the  annual  average  of  tbe  total 
exports  of  the  United  Siatei  to  France  was  only 
118,804,398,  being  only  three-fourths  of  the  amount 
of  our  imports. 

But  I  have  other  evidence  besides  this.  1  yester- 
day leceived  from  the  Seceiary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
reply  to  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  me,  the  follow- 
ing statement  of  the  amount  of  imports  from  and 
ez|ions  to  France  during  the  years  ending  183d-'9, 
which  I  will  now  read  for  the  information  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  and  of  the  committee. 

Statem*nt  (/  tA«  amount  of  imporU  from  and  erporlo  to 
JTranct  during  th»  yean  ending  on  the  SSth  September, 
UaSoMdlSM. 


Ttautndinf 

Valueofim- 
poru. 

VsJne  or  expert!. 

DomeaUc 
pradnca. 

Foreign 
produce. 

Tolkl. 

flep.  ao,  183S 
B«p.  30,  1839 

tl7,77 1,797 
32,531,321 

tl4,«B,4U 
lS,96e,108 

•  1,260,102 
2,264,841 

•  16,783,516 
18,230,919 

Non.— Tlietceniinlf  for  1840  are  not  complete. 
'    TUAwntT  DiPAanoHT, 

BefiMr'i  offic*,  Jin.  29, 184 1 

T.  L.  SMTTU,  RegMter. 
I  do  not  know  (continued  Mr.  T.)  who  lurnish- 
•d  the  facts  and  statements  relied  upon  by  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia;  but  I  do  know  from  whence 
tbe  arguments  came  which  be  read  to  this  com- 
mittee. And  here,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
matter  mote  intelligible,  I  must  go  back  a  liiile. 
Strange  as  it  may  appear  to  some  gentlemen,  this 
rabject  of  the  protection  of  the  American  tobacco 
trade  in  Fimnce  early  attracted  the  atteniion  of  the 
American  Qevernment.  Previous  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  present  Constitution,  Mr.  Jeffeison, 
when  Minister  to  Fhwee  in  the  year  1783,  brought 
up  this  question  with  a  power  and  earnestness 
«H^ch  proved  him  to  be  as  true  an  American  as  he 
was  a  great  statesman.  He  pressed  it  upon  the 
eonsideralioa  of  the  French  Government  until  he 
nltimatdy  compelled  it,  to  some  extent,  to  mitigate 
the  monopoly.  And  what  were  tbe  benefits  result- 
ing from  his  efforts?  In  a  tingle  year,  so  advan- 
tageous did  this  mitigation  prove,  the  importation 
of  tobacco  into  France  increased  from  eight  to 
thirty-five  thousand  hogsheads.  And  yet  we  are 
told  that  no  advantage  would  be  gained  by  doing 
away  with  this  monopoly.  Tbe  negotiations  be- 
tween our  Minister  and  the  Minister  of  France  on 
this  point  ceased  with  the  commencement  of  the 
French  Revolution.  From  the  year  1791,  from 
which  that  revolution  may  be  said  to  date,  np  to 
the  time  when  the  present  dynasty  of  Bouibons 
were  reinstated  on  ihe  throne,  this  question  was 
never  agitated;  but  the  very  first  Minister  who  was 
sent  to  France  after  that  event  was  instructed  to 
urge  on  the  French  Oovernment  the  absolute  and 
imperious  necessity  of  doing  juctice  to  the  tobacco 
trade.  That  Minister,  (Mr.  Rives,)  in  a  most 
powerrnl  doeament,  dictated  to  some  extent,  I  have 
no  doubt,  by  our  authorities  here,  urged  tbe  matter 
strtnuodsly  npon  the  French  Minister,  at  that  time 


tbe  Dae  de  Dalmatia.  I  will  here  read  a  short  ex- 
tract from  a  communication  addressed  by  the  Due 
de  Dalmatia  to  the  American  Mioiiter  in  1839; 
probably  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wist) 
may  recognise  an  old  acquaintance  in  it.  Tbe 
gentleman .  who  furnished  bim  (Mr.  W.)  with  his 
argument  extracted  it,  word  for  word,  from  this  ve- 
ry communication  of  the  French  Minister;  and  we 
have  here  the  strange  anomaly  cf  an  argument 
made  by  the  French  Minister  against  tbe  interest 
of  the  United  States  being  r«ad  as  an  Americaa  ar- 
gument by  an  American  Representative  on  the 
floor  of  this  House,  lam  aware  that  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  when  he  read  it,  did  not  know 
the  source  from  which  bis  correspondent  had 
drawn  it  He  (Mr.  Wise)  thought  it  was  plausi- 
ble— and  it  was,  to  be  sure,  the  strongest  argoment 
which  a  French  Minister  could  lay  his  hands  upon. 
I  suppose,  also,  it  was  the  strongest  which  the  cor- 
respondent of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  could 
lay  hu  hands  upon.  It  is,  bower,  the  translation 
ol  a  letter  written  by  the  Due  de  Dalmatia  to  Oe- 
nersl  Cars.  1  will  read  it.  It  it  dated  Pari.°,  Sep- 
tember 36,  1839,  and  is  as  follows: 

"Vou  will  also  olieem,  OenertI,  (and  ii  ia  *n  important  con- 
sideraiion,)  ihat  not  only  ere  the  tob&ccoee  of  tlie  Ijnited  Statee 
adoiilled  into  our  porie  without  bein^  lubjected  lo  any  duty, 
but  that  they  are  brought  there  excluaively  under  tlu  flag  oi 
the  Union,  which  thtis  receives  all  the  advantages  In  the  way  of 
navigation.  As  for  ourselves,  we  appear  in  the  markeuof  the 
Union  with  the  purchasers  irom  ail  other  countries;  we  pa^ 
the  same  prices  which  they  pay;  and  our  compeltiian  coniri. 
butes  the  more  toward  Iceeping  up  the  price  in  the  markets,  as 
our  wants  (which  may  always  he  calculated  beforehand)  in- 
crease every  year  in  a  sensible  ptoponion." 

1  have  (cuDtinued  Mr.  T.)  taken  some  trouble 
lo  find  this  document  I  thought,  when  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  was  speaking,  that  I  remem- 
bered tbe  argument;  I  thought  that  I  had  to  reply 
to  it  before.  Whilst  the  gentleman  was  yet  speak- 
ing, I  found  it,  word  for  word,  and  letter  for  letter, 
in  the  House  document  before  referred  to.  And 
here  let  me  remark,  that  a  part  of  this  aignment  is 
founded  upon  a  fact  which  I  acknowledge  to  be 
true,  but  which  is  wholly  deceitful  and  deceiving. 
It  savs  that  tobacco  from  America  is  introduced 
into  France  without  paying  duty.  Most  wise  dis- 
covery !  Tbe  discovery  is  also  made  that  the 
King  of  tbe  French  does  not  tax  his  own  tobacco ! 
True ;  but  be  sells  to  a  company  tbe  privilege  of 
importing  it  free  of  duty  for  tbe  sum  of  len  millions 
of  francs,  and  he  suffers  them  to  make  all  the  profit 
they  can.  If,  therefore,  the  King  were  to  tax  onr 
tobacco,  he  would  lay  a  tariff  upon  his  own  pro- 
perty; but  he  sells  out  lo  seven  monopolisis  the 
right  of  selling,  importing,  and  manufaetnrini;  to- 
bacco throughout  his  entire  kingdom.  In  what  a 
position,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  [Mr.  BitNKs,  of  Vir- 
ginia, was  in  the  chair  pro  (em.]  does  it  place  your 
consiiluenti  and  mine,  when  ihey  land  ibis  product 
of  our  labor  in  ports  abroad  Formerly  they  car- 
ried it  there  lhemt>elvej;  but  they  found,  when  they 
arrived  ihere,  that  only  one  man  was  permitted  to 
purchase  i',  and  they  were  compelled  to  sell  it  to 
him  at  whatever  price  be  choM  to  purchase  it,  or 
reship  it  to  some  other  port,  at  tbe  loss  of  freight 
and  charge)!.  The  consequence  has  been,  that,  for 
the  space  of  two  or  three  years  past,  not  one  hogs- 
head of  Aqierican  tobacco  has  been  shipped  by  an 
American  citizen  to  any  port  in  France,  unless 
yon  call  Mr.  Rogers  an  American  citizen.  Some- 
times, in  his  communications  in  the  newtpapers, be 
says  he  is  a  tobacco  planter;  probably  he  may  have 
a  farm  in  Virginia,  but  it  must  be  a  very  small 
portion  of  his  interest 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  seems  to  have 
taken  a  particular  antipathy  against  this  whole 
subject-matter  of  tobacco,  because  he  fears  we  are 
going  for  a  protective  tariff.  One  word  on  that 
point.  I  wish  to  see  tbe  tobacco  interest  discon- 
nected from  all  others;  that  it  may  Uand  prominent 
here;  that  the  House  and  the  country  may  see  the 
position  it  occupies,  and  the  burdeiu  and  lestric- 
tions  which  it  endures,  taxed  as  it  is  more  than 
sixty  times  higher  than  any  other  product  of  our 
labor.  There  may  be,  and  probably  are,  thou- 
sands of  tobaeeo  planters  who  are  protective  tariff 
men;  but,  as  tobacco  planters,  we  have  no  connec- 
tion with  ihit  subject,  nor  do  we  want  a  protective 
tariff  for  the  protection  of  American  interests  at 
home  from  foreign  com|Mtition. 

We  want  countervailing  duties  to  foioe  Eu- 


ropean Kings  to  do  Justice  to  Aniarican  cilia 
And  this  is  the  remedy  recommended  by  some  of 
the  wisest  statesmen  of  this  country,  from  Thomas 
Jefferson  down  to  our  present  Secretary  of  the 
Treasary — many  of  whose  opinions  I  could  read 
to  the  committee  if  time  would  permit  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son says,  emphatically,  "When  a  nation  impoees 
high  duties  on  onr  productions,  or  prohibits  ibem 
altogether,  it  may  be  proper  for  us  to  do  the  sanM 
by  theirs."  An!  in  the  very  docnment  from 
which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisb] 
read  long  extract;,  and  ptaised  so  highly  as  the 
most  sensible  commenicalioa  be  had  ever  aeea 
from  its  author,  (Mr.  Woodbury,)  this  doctrine  of 
countervailing  duties  is  acknowledged  as  legiii- 
mate,  and  recommended.  As  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  did  not  read  this  part  of  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I  will  supply  bis  omis- 
sion. 

[A  gentleman  near  inquired  of  Mr.  T.  What 
document  is  ihattj 

Mr.  T.  It  is  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  communicating,  in  compliance  with  a 
re«olution  of  tbe  Senate,  a  plan  or  permanent 
change  in  the  tariff,  dated  January  19,  1641.  Oa 
the  5th  page  Mr.  Woodbury  says: 

"And  another  diaciimination,  sometime*  uasfol,  ai4glitbal» 
■elect  those  articles  in  certain  caaee  for  aa  increased liDpa«i,iiM 
usually  exeadding  the  same  limiuiion  whicfa  may  ba  proper  <i>r 
countervailing  injuriousimpoeu  placadflooarowopieifeflln— 
by  any  foreign  power." 

And,  some  few  sentences  further,  he  sayR 

"Nor  can  any  other  country  complain  with  joaliea.  If  w* 
counteract  their  high  taxation  on  any  ol  onr  pcodoclaby  iinpo»> 
Ing  some  corresponding  impasts  on  thaira,  aitd,  bavavac  Hk- 
profitable  auoh  conflicts  usually  prova  to  all  coocaraad,  7M, 
when  such  a  measuia  becoroaa  convenient  for  our  own  fiaeal 
purpoaes,  or  ia  required  by  proper  adf^aapau,  and  is  kafK 
within  due  reatrictiooa  aa  10  the  amount  of  duty,  it  it  baUatwl 
to  be  entirely  justiSabla." 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia [Mr.  Wisi]  had  seen  and  read  this  pottioa 
of  this  document,  he  must  either  havd  fhasgwl 
his  opinion  as  to  the  correctness  of  ia  doe* 
trines,  or  lost  some  of  his  horror  of  eonnterrailia( 
duties. 

Mr.  Chairman,  several  gentlemen  aroaad  «• 
ask  me  to  define  the  difference  between  a  proieeiive 
tariff  and  countervailing  duties.  1  will  do  it  sa- 
tisfactorily. A  protective  uriff  is  intradsd  for  Ihe 
protection  of  American  industry  at  home  from  fo- 
reign competition.  Is  not  that  a  fair  dtfinitiiiml 
CouBiervailing  duties  are  intended  for  the  proiee- 
lion  of  American  produce  abroad  from  foreign  ag- 
gression. A  protective  tsriff  and  coDntervailiag 
duties  are  not  only  not  the  same  thing,  bat  they  are 
to  a  great  extent  diametrically  opposite  thii^s- 
The  one  operates  at  home  for  the  proteciioa  U. 
American  industry  here  from  foreign  eompetitioa. 
Every  Ameiican  statesman  may  vote  for  that  at 
not,  as  his  judgment  msy  dictate.  The  other,  eoua- 
lervailing  duties,  is  intended  for  the  proteciioa  of 
American  industry  abroad  from  forvgn  aggietsioa; 
and  I  hold  that  every  American  statesmaa,  let  hlaa 
come  from  where  be  msy,  is  bound  10  come  10  the 
rescue  of  this  and  of  every  other  American  iaie> 
rest,  when  no  justly  oppressed  by  foreign  Govera- 
ments.  Alt  ar«eoe,  from  her  main  land  and  her 
hundred  islands,  poured  ber  armies  upon  l^oy  to 
revenge  the  injuries  of  a  single  individnal.  All 
Rome  was  roused  like  a  lion  10  take  revenge  £oc 
the  death  of  one  of  her  citizens;  and  here  is  aa  ag- 
gravated injury  inflicted  on  a  million  aitd  a  half  «■£ 
American  citizens,  and  we  stand  here  calmly  ds* 
bating  whether  or  not  we  will  extend  protection  to 
them.  It  is  a  shame.  I  am  compelled,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to  argue  ibis  question  thus  zealously,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  attention  of  the  House  to  it  What 
is  the  spectacle  we  now  present  Look  at  yoat 
own  State,  because  that  is  deeply  interested;  ptmr 
State  sends  about  iix  out  of  eighteen  thoofand 
hogsheads  of  this  staple  to  Great  Britain.  Wbea 
you  land  your  tobacco  there,  can  yon  sell  ill  No. 
The  lion  of  Great  Britain  lakes  a  lion's  share  of 
the  labor  of  your  hands  and  Ihe  sweat  of  yoar 
brow;  and  he  says.  Yon  shall  give  me  sixicea 
thousand  hogsheads  out  of  eighteen  thotisaod  be* 
fore  I  permit  you  lo  sell  the  other  two  ihonsaad  at 
all  in  my  dominions.  This  may  appear  a  start- 
ling fact  to  some  gentlemen;  but  it  is  as  ti«e  aa 
strange.  If  we  carry  four  ihougaad  hogsh 
from  Maryland,  tbe  lion  of  Great  Bdlaia  kys  I 
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huge  pnw  upon  them,  and  says,  Yoa  shall  not  cell 
tbrnn  till  yoo  bare  given  me  lonr-fihhs.  Will  yon 
rabinit  to  dtul  I  trust  not.  Tnis  may  be  an  in- 
MMpieions  moment  at  which  to  moot  this  question. 
I  know  that,  it  being  now  near  the  end  of  Con- 
|!i«i«,  and  when  it  is  nndeistood  that  the  tariff  of 
1833  will  have  to  be  reviwd  at  the  ensning  senioD, 
it  may  be* said,  Wait,  bnog  your  grieirances  then, 
and  we  will  heat  yoa.  If  I  coald  only  hear  a  con> 
soling  Toiee— if  1  coald  only  be  assared  that  next 
year,  vhen,  from  necessity,  the  tariff  mast  be  re- 
vised, yoa  wonld  hear  ns,  I  woald  promise,  if  I 
coald,  to  meet  yon  here,  and  claim  yoar  attention 
then.  I  wonld  demand  year  at  ention  as  a  matter 
of  joslice,  not  of  favor,  to  my  eonstiiaents,  and  to 
the  eonstitaenis  of  some  twenty-eight  or  twenty- 
Bine  other  members  of  this  Hoose. 

Mr.  Chaiiman,  the  ehxsk  wants  me  that  I  have 
bnt  a  few  moments  remaining.  I  regret  to  be  thns 
eitcamscribed,  alihongb  I  Tolaniarily  imposed  a 
limit  apon  myself,  in  order  that  I  might  not  inter- 
fere with  the  wifhes  of  other  members.  I  regret 
that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  lay  before  the  Hoose 
some  other  facts  that  are  in  my  possession. 

[Mr.  Ckabt  here  rose  and  said  that  tb*  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Tbiplxtt)  had  staled 
tliat  a  duty  of  40  per  cent,  was  laid  opon  wheat  in 
Bogland.  He  (Mr.  C.)  wished  to  know  by  what 
rale  the  Kentleman  arrived  at  that  conclnsionl] 

Mr.  TaiPLSTT.  By  reference  to  documents  from 
the  Departments.  The  tariff  of  Great  Britain  on 
wheat  and  flour  rises  and  falls  with  the  prices  of 
those  articles  in  that  country.  The  object,  as  ap- 
parent from  tbe  law,  is  to  keep  the  price  of  wheat 
«i  73  shillings  per  quarter;  as  it  rises  above  that 
price,  the  tariff  is  reduced;  as  it  falls  below  it,  the 
tariff  is  increased.  Indeed,  tbe  tariff  is  varied  al- 
most  every  monlb;  therefore,  to  come  to  any  cor- 
rect eonclosion,  you  most  tak;  a  series  of  months- 
say  13  months.  For  a  series  of  three  years,  the 
average  duty  in  England  upon  wheat  imported  from 
America  was  about  40  p«r  cent.;  sometimes  it 
rises  to  60  or  70  per  cent.;  sometimes  it  falls  as  low 
as  ten;  sometimcj  as  low  as  one  shiUing  per  quar- 
ter—but can  never  get  lower.  Bnt  tbeir  tariff  upon 
tobacco  is  a  continaing  and  abiding  oppression, 
witboot  modification,  wiihont  relief,  or  ihs  prospect 
of  relief.  I  call  upon  this  House,  I  call  upon  this 
coontry,  to  say  whether,  when  the  revision  of  ihs 
tariff  laws  shaJl  take  place,  this  evil  shall  not  be 
looked  into.  We  have  borne  our  burdens  with  a 
paiienoe  which  wonld  have  docehonsr  to  Job  him- 
self; and,  practised  as  be  was  in  that  virtna^  I  be- 
lieve, if  ha  had  been  a  tobacco-planter,  he  woald 
not  hiave  submitted  Ss  long  as  we  hnve  done. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  thank  the  committee  for  the  pa- 
tient bearing  they  have  given  me  on  this  occasion. 
I  see  that  there  are  many  other  gentlemen  anxioas 
to  obtain  the  floor,  and  I  will  therefore  yield  it 
BOW.  It  is  probable  that  I  may  avail  myself  of 
some  fntnre  occasion  to  add  something  to  the  re- 
marks I  have  already  sabmitted  on  this  most  inte- 
reating  topic 
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Bvutt  ^f  ttt/fnetviMxtn,  fefrraorjS,  1841— On  the 
bill  providing  for  the  issne  of  Treasury  Motes. 
Mr.  Cbairmaii:  No  person  can  feel  less  desire 
than  I  do  to  throw  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  pre- 
sent AdaainistratioD,  in  providing  the  means  for 
carrying  on  the  Government  during  the  present 
y«ar.  A  ve-ry  small  portion  of  that  time,  however, 
belongs  to  at,  and  it  will  not  require  any  great 
aaonnt  of  money  to  enable  it  to  retire  with  decen- 
cy, no  matter  what  may  become  of  the  Admini- 
stration  which  will  follow.  But,  sir,  I  have  very 
terioas  objeeiiona  to  the  mode  of  raising  money 
proposed  by  (his  hill.  The  manner  of  doing  a  thing 
may  be  more  important  than  the  thing  itself.  I 
regret,  therefore,  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  vole 
for  the  bill  on  your  table. 

In  the  first  place,  I  cannot,  consistently  with  the 
opbiioni  I  have  heretofore  expressed,  vote  for  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes  under  the  present  <sircam- 
atanoes.  They  are  in  truth  a  loan,  a  debt,  and  yet 
(hey  do  not  profess  to  be  so.  They  are  not  only 
Igant^  bnt  loaas  in  tbe  worst  fonn,  even  if  th^ 


were  not  loans  in  di^aise.  During  the  late  war, 
when  contending  under  great  disadvantage  with  a 
powerfnl  enemy,  already  oppressed  with  the  heavy 
debt  of  the  Revolution,  and  with  feeble  resources 
compared  to  our  present  ability,  the  issue  of  Trea- 
sury notes  was  resorted  to.  But  this  was  from  dile 
necessity,  becaase  we  could  not  effect  loaas  on  rea- 
sonable terms  or  in  time  to  meet  oar  pressing 
wants.  And  can  it  be  possible  that,  after  more 
than  twenty  years  of  peace,  without  a  public  debt, 
(as  the  President  tells  ns  in  his  message,}  and  with 
naUonal  resources  augmented  beyond  any  example 
in  history,  we  are  now  reduced  to  the  same  severe 
necessity  that  we  experienced  daring  that  gloomy 
periodi  If  it  be  so,  the  present  Administration 
mast  bear  the  blame.  But,  sir,  although  our  finan- 
ces are  deranged,  oar  Treasury  empty,  yetonr  cre- 
dit is  still  soand;  we  can  have  no  difficulty  in  bor- 
rowing whatmoneywemayneed,Bnd  on  better  terms, 
and  at  lea  expense,  ihan  by  the  issne  of  Treasury 
notes.  This  latter  mode  may  suit  the  policy  of  the 
Administration  which  has  so  studiously  labored  to 
disguise  the  fact  of  oar  being  in  debt,  and  being 
obliged  to  borrow,  becaase  this  would  instantly  In- 
duce tbe  people  to  inquire,  and  lead  them  to  the 
painful  conclusion  that  iheir  affairs  have  been  most 
abominably  mismanaged. 

Tbe  President,  in  his  message,  gives  as  a  most 
agreeable  pictare  of  our  finances.  He  tells  ns  that 
there  will  be  a  million  and  a  half  in  the  Treasury 
on  the  firal  of  January;  that  the  receipts  of  the  year 
will  be  snffieient  to  meet  all  the  current  expenses, 
and  leave  a  bilance  of  a  million  at^d  a  half  of  dol- 
lars in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year.  He  is 
fortified  by  tbe  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tiea- 
snry,  altboogh  on  a  close  inspection  of  this  report 
some  misgivings  may  he  discovered.  Now,  is 
this  view  of  oar  finance  correct)  It  is  admitted  on 
all  bands  not  to  be.  And  yet  here  are  documents 
coming  from  the  highest  authority,  printed  at  the 
public  expense  by  tens  of  thousands,  multiplied  by 
the  press  every  where,  reaching  every  log  cabin  in 
the  most  secluded  valley  of  tbe  mountains,  and  tra- 
velling to  the  farthest  West,  and  yet  these  docu- 
ments are  only  calculated  to  deceive !  For  years 
past  this  deception  has  been  praeiised.  The  people 
have  lost  confidence  in  these  State  papers,  whi:h  C 
ought  to  be  stamped  with  tbe  highest  authority. 
The  opinion  now  very  generally  prevails  that  they 
are  only  regarded  as  the  means  of  slurring  over 
and  concealing  the  faults  of  those  who  have  been 
•ttiruated  with  the  manaitement  of  our  affairs,  and 
not  to  give  plain,  intelligible,  correct,  and  satisfac- 
tory information  to  tbe  people,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  enabled  to  determine  whether  Iheir  public 
servants  have  done  well  or  ill,  and  whether  it  may 
not  be  advisable  to  make  a  change.  This  machia- 
vellian character  of  our  public  documents  is,  per^ 
haps,  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  that  dissatisfac- 
tion which  they  have  so  decidedly  manifested.  Sup- 
pose, sir,  that  the  minister  of  a  European  monarch 
were  to  lay  before  bi<  master  a  false  and  decep- 
tive budget,  woald  it  not  be  regarded  as  a  high 
offeaee,  as  a  sort  of  treason!  It  would  certainly 
be  visited  by  the  just  displeasure  of  the  offended 
sovereign.'  Here  the  people  are  sovereign,  and 
have  a  right  to  know  th«  truth,  and  tbe  exact 
truth.  And  yet  the  President  in  h  Is  ms^sage,  and  the 
Secretary  in  his  report,  documents  intended  for  the 
widest  cireulaiioo,  tell  one  story,  and  immediately 
after,  as  if  for  the  private  ear  of  this  House,  and 
out  of  hearing  of  the  people,  the  Secretary  comes 
and  tells  a  very  different  story.  Ws  are  told,  in  a 
side  whisper,  that  the  Treasury  is  empty,  and  that 
an  issue  of  Treamiry  notes  to  the  araoani  of  five 
millions  is  abeolntely  necessary  to  meet  the  de- 
mands on  it  daring  the  Jtm  quarter  af  \ht  ytar. 
After  that,  money  will  come  io  plentifully;  and,  if 
it  does  not,  to  them  it  will  be  a  matter  of  indiffe- 
rence, as  by  that  time  they  will  have  been  relieved 
ftvm  the  caies  and  anxieties  of  State  affair;. 

This  story  of  five- millions  of  Treasury  notes  for 
the  first  quarter  has  now  been  regularly  repealed 
for  the  lolt  three  sessions.  So  fearful  was  the  Se- 
cretary of  disclosing  the  real  nature  of  this  demand, 
that,  in  the  first  instance,  it  was  ingeniously  called 
the  exchanging  the  notes  of  the  Qovemment  for 
specie !  It  was  thought  that  this  would  serve  as  an 
effeetnal  mask  to  conceal  its  ngly  and  nnpopalar 


fearares.  It  was  not  the  creation  of  a  debt;  it 
was  simply  procoriug  specie,  by  giving  for  it  a 
piece  of  paper,  with  a  promise  to  pay  written  on 
it.  Was  that  paper  any  thing  more  than  evidence 
of  debt,  like  the  note  of  a  piivate  individuaR  Its 
value  would  depend  upon  the  ability  to  pay  back 
the  amount  for  which  it  was  given,  and  not  upon 
its  intrinsic  valae.  But  these  notes  are  not  only 
equivalent  to  specie,  hat  superior,  becaase  they 
bear  interest  I  They  are  not  only  good  bona  fide 
bread  and  butter,  bat  have  a  little  sugar  sprinkled 
over  them  besides. 

Now,  sir,  I  think  it  proper  and  necessary  that 
the  people  should  know  the  trae  situation  of  their 
Treasury.  They  should  at  least  know  whether 
they  are  in  debt,  or  free  from  debt.  This  is  ae> 
eessaty,  in  order  that  their  Representatives  may  be 
required  to  retrench  expenses,  if  it  ^can  be  done 
without  injury  t»  the  pablic  service,  and,  if  not, 
that-  suitable  means  may  be  adopted  to  procure  a 
certain  and  sulEcient  supply.  Attempts  have  been 
made  daring  this  debate  to  defend  the  Administra- 
tion from  the  charge  of  extravaganc,  and  perhaps 
it  has  been  proved  that  the  last  year  was  not  quite 
as  extravagant  as  the  preceding  years.  Bat  it  has 
been  demonstrated  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, [Mr.  Bell,]  who  has  investigated  this  subject 
wiUi  great  ability,  and  also  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Birhabd,]  and  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  Evams,]  who  have  gone  into  de- 
tails and  analyzed  the  Secretary's  report,  that  the 
necessary  and  niual  exdendiinres  for  national  de- 
fences  have  either  been  suspended,  or  remain  a 
charge  lo  he  met  by  the  new  Administration.  In- 
stead of  meeting  this  and  explaining  it,  several 
gentlemen  on  the  side  of  the  Administration  have 
attempted  to  give  an  unfair  representation  of  thp 
ground  thns  taken.  They  cry  out  that  the  Whigs 
are  now  for  lavish  expenditure,  and  charge  the  late 
Administration  with  parsimony,  while  before  the 
election  the  charge  of  extravagance  was  continu- 
ally rung  in  the  ears  of  tlA:  people.  This  manoeu- 
vre is  too  obvioas  to  deceive  ony  one.  The  Whigs 
are  consistent — they  want  no  lavish  expendilare; 
they  want  no  increase  of  expense  in  furnishing  the 
President's  house.  Gen.  Harrison  will  think  it 
good  enough  for  him;  and  I  have  no  doubt  he 
wonld  rejoice  if  the  money  which  was  laid  out  in 
its  splendid  cnttaini,  and  golden  spo,ons  and  dishes, 
were  now  in  the  Treasury. 

The  Whigs  go.  for  economy  and  reform,  but 
have  no  wish  to  see  a  false  economy  in  providing 
for  tSe  safely  and  welfare  of  oar  country,  for  the 
improvement  of  our  navy,  the  completion  of  oar 
fortifications,  and  for  national  works  nndeitaken  at 
the  pnblie  expense.  Tbe  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  ViiHDxapoxL,]  who  labored  so  mncb  in 
the  defence  of  this  condemned  Administration,  re- 
ferred, among  other  items  of  extraordinary  and  na- 
avoidable  expenditure,  to  oar  Indian  relttiont.  I 
might  refer  him  to  the  eleMonetring  relatiaiu,  equally 
expensive,  and  equally  as  fruitless  as  the  Florida 
war.  One  thing  is  undeniable:  the  expenses  of 
the  Government  within  the  last  six  years  have  all 
at  once  doubled  the  exprntes  of  the  preceding 
twenty  years,  without  an]  national  debt  to  pay, 
while  at  the  same  time  there  has  been  a  great  re- 
duction in  the  expenditures  for  national  parpoecs. 
These  are  facu  which  are  not  easily  explained. 
The  harden  of  this  explanation  lies  on  the  Admi- 
nistration. A  proportional  increase  in  our  ex- 
penses was- to  be  expected. J  bat,  after  making  this 
allowance,  and  for  the  Florida  war  and  Indian  re- 
lations, still  the  increase  is  to  me  '<perfectly  nnae- 
oonotable.V  They  have  not  exfdained  to  us  why 
the  expenses  of  the  Government  undw  Monroe 
and  Adams  were  bat  twenty-three  millions,  with  ut 
annual  debt  of  ten  millions  to  be  paid  out  of  this 
sum,  while  under  tbe  present  and  late  Administra- 
tions they  were  from  thirty  to  ihirty^iine  millions, 
after  the  debt  was  paid  off!  The  weight  of  this 
explanation  lay  upon  the  late  Administration;  it 
could  not  bear  it,  but  was  crushed  under  it,  never 
to  lise  azain,  unless  in  some  new  form,  or  some 
new  combination,  which  will  conceal  its  identity. 

Even  at  the  last  session,  the  ttae  character  of 
these  Treasury  notes  was  attempted  to  be  con- 
cealed. They  weie  not  a  loan,  it  was  said— 4hey 
were  only  Treaaniy  notss.    Instead  of  being  ex- 
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changed  for  specie,  they  were  taken  at  the  banks, 
which  gave  their  own  notes  in  exchange,  even  after 
they  h£i  slopped  nxeie  payments.  It  was  one  of 
/  those  hambogs  which  characterized  the  late  Admi- 
nistration. But  the  necessity  for  disgaise  has 
ceased,  and  it  is  admitted  that  they  are  loans,  bat 
not  qniie  a  debt.  The  mask  is  paitially  removed, 
half  concealing  and  half  discloeing  the  featnres 
behind  it.  They  are  a  temporary  loan !  Mr.  Van 
Bnien,  by  way  of  casting  the  shadow  before  the 
Mining  event,  has  bestowed  npon  as  a  ver^  im- 
pressive parental  admonition  against  the  creation  of 
a  f€rmmunt  national  debt.  And  who  ever  tbonght 
of  doing  ihUH  Great  Britain  may  be  said  to  have 
a  permanent  national  debt;  and  the  saying  im 
been  aitribnted  to  Alexander  Hamilton,  "that  a 
national  debt  is  a  national  blessing."  If  he  did 
use  snch  an  exprsssion,  it  was  condemned  at  soon 
as  nitered,  and  has  never  be«n  received  into  the 
creed  of  any  party  in  tbis  conniry.  It  was  never 
sappoced  by  ns  for  a  mameDt  that  any  of  our 
loans  were  permanent.  The  debt  of  the  Revola- 
tion,  and  that  of  the  late  war,  awakened  the  deep- 
est soUcitade  for  their  speedy  extingnbhrnent.  What, 
then,  is  a  temporary  loaol  A  loan  for  one  year  is 
as  mach  a  loan  as  one  for  five  year?,  and  both  are 
temporary. 

On  the  passage  of  the  bill  there  will  be  five  mil- 
lions of  Treasury  notes  om,  as  soon  as  the  notes 
now  called  for  shall  be  issued.  And  this  has  been 
renewed  from  year  to  year,  and  it  is  called  a  tem- 
porary loan,  to  distingnish  it  from  a  loan  for  a 
longer  time  than  a  year.  The  debt  is  renewed  like 
a  note  in  bank,  which  may  be  renewed  for  seven 
years,  and  still  be  called  a  note  of  ninety  days. 
JUet  things,  then,  be  called  by  their  right  name!'; 
call  a  spade  a  spade,  and  the  issue  of  Trassury 
notes  the  creation  of  a  debt.  If  tbe  nation  is  in 
debt,  let  tbe  nation  know  that  it  is  in  debt.  Let  it 
be  known  that  we  are  obliged  to  borrow,  and  if  it 
be  necessary  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  negotiate  a  loan,  lei  him  be  allowed  to  have 
recourse  to  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  in  tbe  last 
resort.  There  could  be  no  difficulty,  I  repeat,  in 
effecting  a  loan  at  a  tower  rate  of  interest  than  six 
per  cent,  the  amount  payable  on  the  Treasury 
notes.  The  credit  of  the  nation  is  still  good  as  lo 
its  ability  to  pay,  and  its  character  for  integrity 
will,  of  coarse,  rise  under  the  new  Adininistr&tion. 
From  every  indication  which  I  see,  the  public  con- 
fideace  in  it  will  not  be  surpassed  by  that  reposed 
in  any  Administration  since  (be  days  of  Wash- 
ington. 

It  has  been  ;hown  by  those  gentlemen  who  have 
so  ably  analyzed  the  Secretary's  report,  that  the 
sum  of  five  millions,  in  addition  to  the  current  re- 
Tenne,  will  not  be  sufficient  for  the  present  year. 
They  have  shown  a  large  amcunt  of  debt  which 
mnst  be  provided  for  now,  or  at  no  remote  period 
hereafter.  It  must  have  struck  every  one  as  very 
strange  that  there  should  J>a  a  difference  between 
the  gentlemen  to  whom  I  have  just  alluded,  in  their 
respective  anderstandings  of  the  report,  to  so  lar^e 
an  amoont  as  six  millions.  No  one  will  question 
the  aenteness  of  their  perception.  The  Secretary 
must  be  either  remarkable  for  his  talent  for  mysti- 
fication, or  very  unfortunate  in  the  manner  of  ex- 
pressing his  ideas.  But  no  one  can  speak  with 
certainty  of  the  amount  of  eutstacding  claims 
which  will'be  presented  at  the  Treasury  daring  the 
present  year.  I  approve  the  amendment  offered 
by  thegeniltman  from  Maryland,  [Mr  JiNirsR,] 
auiborizing  tbe  loan  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  if 
required,  for  the  use  of  the  Qovemment.  The 
first  qnarter  of  the  next  year  »honld  be  provided 
for,  not  to  speak  of  the  prudent  precaution  heretr- 
fore  pursued,  but  of  late  years  discontinued,  of 
always  having  at  least  fiv*  millions  in  the  Treasu- 
ry to  meet  anexpecled  contingencies — that  is,  of 
always  having  enough  and  little  more.  The  Se- 
cretary estimates  the  probable  receipts  from  the  cus- 
toms at  sixteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  gentle- 
man ttom  New  York  [Mr.  Yindxbpoxl]  declares 
that  it  will  exceed  that  amoont;  that  he  is  assured, 
by  private  letters  from  the  city  of  New  York,  that 
there  will  be  very  large  importations.  Bat  this, 
alter  all  is  hot  conjecture:  for  many  circumstances 
may  occur  to  check  importations'.  The  further  re 
^owwA  of  the  amotint  of  imjgt  on  som«  aiticle* 


towards  the  end  of  the  year,  together  with  specie- 
payments,  may  les<en  the  receipts.  The  severe 
lessons  taught  by  excessive  importations  will  have 
an  effect  both  at  home  and  abroad.  The  banks 
will  be  cramped  by  thnir  effort  to  resume  and 
maintain  specie  paymems,  and  it  will  not  be  in 
their  power  to  extend  their  discounts.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  coming  year  may  be  a  sound  and  safe 
business,  but  necessarily  limited.  It  is  not  in  a 
year,  you  may  rest  assured,  sir,  that  this  country 
can  regain  the  full  tide  of  its  prosperity.  It  Is  Very 
possible  that  the  receipts  from  cu.stoms  may  fall 
considerably  below  those  of  the  last  year. 

I  will  ask,  Mr.  Cbairman,  whether  it  is  fair  for 
the  oalgoin;  Administration  to  leave  their  succes- 
sors without  bmple  funds  to  carry  on  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  meet  all  the  appropriations  of  Con- 
gress The  power  is  still  in  their  hands,  and  sore- 
ly the  intimations  coming  from  those  who  will 
share  the  confidence  of  tbe  new  Administration 
ought  to  have  some  weight. 

Tb«  supporters  of  the  Admin'stratioa  have 
charf^fd  upon  us  the  desire  lo  call  a  special  session 
of  Congress,  and  the  charge  is  thrown  back,  on  ac- 
csnnt  of  the  apparent  unwillirgness  to  piovide  suf- 
ficient means  for  the  new  Administration,  I  do 
not  suppote  it  is  the  wish  of  any  one  to  call  an  ex- 
tra session;  but  it  may  be  the  desire  of  each  party 
to  shift  from  itself  tbe  rct^ponsibility  of  snch  a  mea- 
sure, should  it  become  indispenrab'e.  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  necessary;  it  will  be  expensive  and  in- 
convenient, and  nothing  but  the  most  urgent  neces- 
sity will  justify  it.  But  it  is  not  tbe  province  of 
this  House  lo  determine  npon  that  necessity.  Tne 
Constitution  has  assigned  this  duty  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Executive,  and  we  have  no  r  ght  to  for<«tall 
or  dictate  to  that  branch  of  the  Gsvernment  in  its 
appropriate  action.  Until  the  President  ^hall  eater 
upon  tbe  duties  of  his  office,  and  (he  heads  of  De- 
partments shall  have  rxamined  into  their  situation, 
it  is  impossible  for  him  to  know  what  necessity 
there  may  be  for  such  a  measure.  Unforeseen 
events  may  happen  to  render,  it  wise  and  prndeot. 
The  public  voice  may  demand  it  m  order  to  draw 
the  exact  line  of  distinction  between  the  last  and 
(he  present  Administrations  At  all  events,  the  ne- 
cessity and  propriety  lies  with  the  Executive,  and 
not  with  this  body. 

And  why  should  not  General  Harrison  have  the 
same  privilege  as  Mr.  Yan  Buren?  Soon  after 
that  gemlcman  came  into  offi:;e,  ha  was  induced, 
relac:antly,  lo  call  an  extra  session.  He  was  not 
blamed  for  this,  but  it  was  snppoied  that  something 
would  be  done  for  the  country.  Tne  nation  was 
disappointed;  instead  of  proposing  any  measnie  to  re- 
lieve the  distresses  of  the  People,  the  President  made 
the  novel  and  ominous  declaration,  which  has  stock 
to  him  like  the  garment  of  Nessus,  that  the  people 
are  in  the  habit  of  expecting  too  much  from  tbe 
Government;  that  it  is  enough  for  the  Gtovernment 
to  take  care  of  itself,  and  the  people  must  take  care 
of  themselves!  This  Congress  extraordinary  did 
nothing  but  pass  a'Treasury  note  bill,  although  the 
follower  in  the  footsteps  had  received  a  letter  from 
General  Jackson,  after  the  explosion  of  (he  pet 
bank  bubble,  telling  him,  above  all  things,  to  be- 
ware of  Treasury  notes.  Thus  the  mountain  was 
in  labor  and  brought  forth  a  mouse.  The  peop'e 
exprcted  too  mach  from  tbe  Government !  When 
the  Executive  called  itself  the  Government,  and 
controlled  the  action  of  the  Legislature,  it  was  na- 
tural for  the  people  to  look  up  to  it  for  more  than  it 
could  perform.  The  Executive  could  lead  tbe  peo- 
ple into  dilliculty,  bat  could  not  lead  them  out 
again.  It  was  a  different  matter  with  Congress, 
which  was  the  people  represented  by  their  immedi- 
ate agents.  The  law-making  branch  of  the  Go- 
vernment, through  which  Ihey  express  their  will, 
is,  or  ought  to  be,  in  the  hands  of  the  peopU;  and 
to  tell  them  that  they  expect  too  mach  of  the  Go- 
vernment, is  to  tell  them  that  they  expect  too  much 
from  themselves.  The  Executive  had  assumed  pow- 
ers which  did  not  belong  to  ii;  it  had  attempted  to 
interfere  where  it  bad  no  right  to  iottrfere,  and 
mischief  and  mi«forlane  had  followed,  and  then  it 
suddenly  discovered  that  the  powers  which  it  had 
usurped  are  to  be  fi^nnd  nowhere.  It  was  most 
unfortunate  that  this  discovery  had  not  been  made 
before  the  comaencenent  of  those  expeiinvniS; 


which  have  thrown  our  country  into  almost  irre- 
trievable disorder.  Happily,  they  have  put  an  ead 
to  that  centralizing,  despotic,  unit-power  grasped 
by  General  Jackson,  but  which  his  sncoesMX  coaM 
not  retain. 

And  if  Mr.  Van  Baren  was  justified  in  ealling 
an  extra  session,  how  much  more  will  be  QeaecBl 
Harrison?  The  disasters  which  rendered  it  aecet- 
sary  for  Mr.  Yan  Bnien  to  resort  to  this  meaaoic, 
were  brought  about  by  the  conduct  of  the  preeediag 
Administration,  of  which  he  wasporiiee^,  while,  if 
General  Harrison  be  compelled  to  resort  to  this 
measure,  it  will  be  in  consequenc*  of  tbe  mirfor^ 
tunes  brought  on  the  country  by  his  predeeeasor, 
whose  measures  he  had  condemned.  What  were 
the  causes,  proximate  and  remote,  whieb  led  to  the 
ca'l  of  an  extra  session  by  Mr.  Yan  Burent  It  was 
the  stoppage  of  specie  payments  by  all  the  banksia 
the  Union,  the  failure  of  tbe  pet  bank  system,  the 
danger  of  losing  the  public  mcmey  placed  in  their 
keeping  by  General  Jackson  on  his  own  respoasi- 
bility,  contrary  to  the  will  of  Congr^'ss,  and  in  vi- 
olation of  the  Constitution.  If  this  was  afterwards 
involuntarily  sanctioned  by  Congress,  it  was  but  an 
aggravation  of  the  offeitce.  Tbe  conseqnenees  of 
these  arbitrary  acts  had  been  foretold  again  aid 
again,  but  the  warning  was  despised,  lie  paUie 
documents,  tbe  message  of  the  President,  tbe  re- 
ports of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory,  who  had 
brcome  his  offic  t,  and  do  longer  the  officer  of  0>a- 
gresp,  as  in  the  olden  time,  cootiaued  to  deceive  the 
people  to  the  last  moment,  by  false  representations 
of  the  operation  of  the  pet  bank  system.  At  the 
very  moment  of  his  retiring  from  office,  tbe  Gene- 
ral, in  imitation  of  Washington,  sent  forth  his 
farewell  address,  in  which  he  pioclaimod,  like  a 
sentinel  on  the  watch  tover,  "all's  well,''  when,ia 
truth,  oU  w«)  not  well.  Instead  of  furnishing  a  bet- 
ter currency  than  thp  Bank  of  the  United  Stales, 
instead  of  preventiDg  the  expansions  and  contrac- 
tions of  the  currencv,  it  did  nothing  bat  expati. 
Tbe  number  of  bank^  increased  from  three  handred 
to  six  hundred,  and  their  issues  were  enlar^  ia 
proportion.  There  was  nothing  but  expansion  and 
expansion,  until  the  babble  became  so  thin  ibat 
men  of  common  sai^aeity  must  hatre  sera  that  it 
woald -burst.  Specniaiioos  in  the  public  }tBds,  as 
Well  as  every  kind  of  speculation,  and  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  goods,  were  stimolaled  to  phiany. 
Surely  this  ^--at  the  work  of  the  party  wfaidi  placed 
Mr.  Van  Buren  in  powerl  By  the  meun  of  tkat 
parly  discipline  which  had  been  establislied,  tte 
executive  and  iegislalive  power  had  become  almost 
consolidated  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Yan  Bareo;  aad  if 
the  parly  is  not  responsible,  or  at  least  its  leaden,  I 
know  not  who  is  responsible.  They,  bad  the  mak- 
ing of  the  laws,  and  the  ezecutien  of  then;  aad  if 
Government  be  potent  for  good,  it  is  also  pomi 
for  evil.  If  General  Harrison  shall  be  craapeikd 
to  call  a  special  session,  the  necessity  for  it  most  be 
traced  to  the  present  Administration,  as  the  imaae- 
diate  as  well  as  the  remote  canse  of  the  diffiealtics 
in  which  our  country  has  been  unhappily  inrolred. 
I  hope  the  treasure  may  not  be  deemed  nreessary, 
and  something  may  be  done  by  placing  ample 
means  in  the  hands  of  the  netv  AdmiDi^'riiion. 

This  debite  has  taken  a  wi  le  rsnte,  far  beyond 
the  limits  ot  the  topics  immediately  eoniie:led  wilk 
the  bill.  Genilemea  have  taken  the  oecastcn  to 
expreis  their  opinions  upon  a  variety  of  subjects, 
probably  from  a  belief  that  no  other  opponaaity 
may  offer,  and  b; cause  they  may  as  well  be  ex- 
pressed on  this  occasion  as  on  any  other,  as  they 
are  intended  for  effect  elsewhere  raiher  iban  here. 
To  some  extent  I  mean  to  use  the  same  priviic^ 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.WiSB,]  whoa 
I  perceive  new  about  to  occupy  his  place,  has  said 
tome  things  in  which  I  heartily  concur,  aad  uiheii 
in  which  I  differ  from  him.  But  every  dififeicMe 
of  opinion,  with  respect  to  measures  and  policy,  is 
not  a  d.fferencc  of  principle.  I  take  pleasare  ia 
expressing  my  acknowledgments  for  the  nndawitcd 
and  courageous  stand  he  has  taken  acainst  tbiB  Ad- 
ministration, and  for  his  untiring  effi Tts  to  laiy  ep«B 
its  abuses.  Those  who  are  faithless  to  tbe  eooBiry 
in  proportion  to  their  fidelity  to  party  have  no  diflh 
culty  in  following  a  common  leader,  becawae  tbcy 
are  not  actuated  by  principle,  but  by  tbe  intenss 
of  party.    On  the  eootnti^,  those  who  wck  ike 
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public  good  mnsl  often  differ,  although  ibey.  hare  the 
same  great  objects  io  view.  Tbi4  agreement  on 
all  occasions,  abd  refeiring  every  thing  to  a  party 
vote,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  suspidoos,  as  mnch 
80  as  the  exact  coinoidenee  of  half  a  dozen  wit- 
nesKS  in  a  eoort  of  justice. 

I  differ  from  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  on  the 
•object  of  this  bill,  as  a  mode  of  raising  money  to 
supply  an  empty  Treainry.  I  differ  from  him  on 
the  subject  of  the  compromise  acl;  on  the  sabject 
of  the  distribation  ot  the  pablic  lands;  and  on 
some  other  subjects  which  I  do  not  mean  to  disease; 
bat  it  is  an  honeoi  difference  of  opioion  on  both 
sidcii.  I  did  not  expect  him  to  surrender  his  opi- 
nions, and  these  of  his  contiiiuents,  bvt  does  he 
expect  me  to  do  so  as  to  mine.  I  regard  this  dif- 
ference as  the  first  favorable  symptom  of  retttming 
heahb  and  soandaes6  in  our  public  eonncils.  The 
venal  coartieis  of  a  monarchy  may  hold  their 
neck?  awry,  because  the  Bang  is  compflled  to  do 
*o  frum  distase,  bat  among  frexmeo,  among  gena- 
int  Democrats,  every  one  Mauds  erect,  and  disdains 
•  slavish  surrender  of  his  opinioof;  he  is  williogio 
obey  the  clearly  expressed  will  of  his  constituents, 
bat  DO  fatiliFF.  At  the  same  time,  I  am  aware 
that  parties  are  iiDavuidable  in  a  Repablie,  and 
viibin  certain  boaad:>  are,  perhaps,  salutary  and 
necessary.  If  it  be  necessary  to  make  come  racri- 
ficc  of  opinions  and  predilec  Jon>,  it  ihould  be  lor 
lbs  sake  of  oar  eonniry,  and  not  lor  the  success  of 
pany.  Concert  in  action  for  the  attainment  of 
grsat  objecis  may  render  it  necessary  to  suspend 
the  awertion  of  roin  ir  opinions.  What  I  condemn 
is,  that  excessive  dtvotion  to  party  which  is  ready 
to  make  a  sacrifice  of  country,  and  every  interest, 
for  that  of  party,  and  noihiog  but  party.  That 
kind  of  vicious  party  spirit  hav^become  too  com- 
mon, both  in  our  General  and  Slate  Oovrrnments. 
It  began  with  the  adminiMration  of  General  Jack- 
son, and  continued  to  increass  to  the  very  close  of 
the  present.  In  maikiDg  iis  progress,  we  aresimcic 
with  the  contrast  between  the  present  improvement 
in  pariy  di?eipIioe  and  sutKervicncy,  and  that 
which  was  seen  in  the  fir^t  period  of  General  Jack- 
son's administration,  when  party  was  still  in  its 
raw  militia  state.  When  he  put  forth  his  denun- 
ciation of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  for  refus- 
ing to  become  a  party  engine,  his  denunciation,  in- 
stead of  being  received  wiih  Eastern  servility,  "to 
hear  is  to  obey,"  was  flatly  contradicted  and  re- 
buked widioat  disguise,  by  committees  of  both 
Houses,  composed  (f  his  warme>t  supporters. 
The  Bank  was  rectiartered  by  the  votes  of  bis  sup- 
porters; Mr.  Clay's  land  bill  would  have  passed  in 
spite  of  his  veto,  and  he  could  not  obtain  the  sanc- 
tion of  Congress  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 
For  the  last  few  years  we  have  seen  no  sueh  in- 
stances of  slern  Republican  inde|)endencf — rather 
tha  Administration  has  been  abandoned  by  every 
one  who  posiessed  this  virtue.  If  any  one  now 
dare  show  symptoms  of  desertion,  the  suspected  is 
whipped  into  the  ranks  by  those  two  hideous  fiends* 
who  stand  braadishiog  their  whips  of  scorpions. 

I  therefor:  cordially  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  that  one  of  the  fruits  ef  the  recent 
victory  has  been  to  restore  freedom  of  opinion,  and 
to  break  loose  the  shac'des  of  party.  That  tyran- 
ny and  discipline  of  an  Adminislration  party,  for 
the  indiscrimmate  support  of  all  Administration 
measures,  I  hope  is  forever  at  an  end.  I  am  con- 
fident that  the  Democratic  Whigs  will  shun  the  per- 
nicioos  exampl:  which  has  been  placed  before 
them.  I  could  cits  melancholy  examples  of  that 
nature,  and  where  the  welfare  of  the  country  has 
been  sacrificed  to  the  interests  of  party.  In  my 
own  State,  it  is  not  long  since  a  eon!>picaotis  mem* 
ber  of  the  L^islatnre,  having  voted  for  a  certain 
Uw,  a  few  days  after  it  had  passed,  voted  for  its 
repeal,  merely  because  the  leader  of  the  party  bad 
given  the  word  to  face  about.  On  that  occasion, 
the  member  declared  on  the  floor  that  he  was  con- 
scious at  the  time  that  the  law  which  he  voted  for 
wonld  spread  ruin  and  destruction  from  the  centre 
to  the  circumference,  but  that  he  could  not  vote 
against  the  Demecratic  party. 

Mr.  LsKT.  The  gentleman  will  permit  me  to 
explain.    The  gentleman  to  whom  Uiat  language 

'TtM  (ditoii  of  tlw  eUib;. 


was     imputed   solemnly    denied     ever    having 
used  it. 

Mr.  Brackenbiooe.  He  did  so  on  the  very  spot 
were  it  was  uttered;  but  was  instantly  contradicted, 
and  not  a  single  voice  was  raised  to  support  bim. 
There  are  gentlemen  behind  me  who  reassert  the 
faet.f  If  this  be  the  spirit  of  modern  pteudo  De- 
mocracy, which  has  repudiated  the  Democracy  of 
Jamei  Madisoi,  of  Albert  Gallatin,  and  Alexan- 
der J.  Dallas,  a  most  happy  escape  has  been  made 
from  it.  I  will  give  an  instance  of  this  blind  de- 
votion to  party,  which  has  been  witnessed  within 
the  walls  of  ihis  Capitol.  A  few  years  ago,  the  dis- 
tribution bill  of  Mr.  Clit  passed,  by  large  majori- 
ties, through  both  Houses  of  Congress.  Party 
discipline  had  not  then  attained  its  perfection;  the 
centralization  of  power  in  the  handi  of  the  Execu- 
tive, through  the  insirumenlaliiy  of  party,  was  net 
yet  complete.  The  bill  was  retained  by  the  Presi- 
dent; he  dill  not  dare  to  trust  it  to  the  Senate  and 
House  of  RcpreseDtalires,  not  yet  snfiiciei^tly  bro- 
ken to  snbmis.-ion.  He  kne<v  that  it  wonld  pass 
by  two-thirds,  and,  in  violation  of  the  Constitution, 
refused  to  sflTnrd  them  an  opportoolty  to  act  upon 
it.  The  piineiple  of  that  bill  has,  within  a  few 
days  been  voted  down  in  the  Senate,  and  (here  is 
danger  that  it  will  share  the  same  late,  by  a  party 
vote,  ii  this  HoDS".  The  delegation  from  my  own 
Stale  is  divided;  and  alhougb  we  have  received 
instructions  from  our  State  Le^islatare  to  go  for 
the  principle  of  distribution,  a  portion  of  the  dele- 
gation reluse  to  obey,  because  their  allegiance  to 
party  is  s'rooger  ihan  to  their  State.  They  are 
willing  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant inieies!s  of  Pennsylvania — one  in  which 
ber  ciiiz.-ns  of  all  parties  a^ree— they  are  willing 
to  make  this  great  sacrifics  to  the  centralized 
party  arran°;emeats  here,  so  that  it  may  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  some  of  the  new 
Stales,  almost  the  only  political  stock  they  now  pos- 
sess and  almost  the  enlyhold  they  have  upon  those 
States. 

A  Member  kim  Pcnnstltuiii.  The  Lvgi<la- 
Inre  of  PennsjWania  has  only  rrfueited  the  memben 
from  Pennsylvania  to  vote  for  the  distribution. 

Mr.  BsACKEiniiDaB.  Trae;  and  when  I  ask  this 
little  boy  for  a  tumbler  of  water,  I  do  not  say  firing 
it,  but  pleau  to  bring  it.  The  people  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, without  regard  to  party,  are  in  favor  of  distri- 
bution, bccanse  it  is  not  only  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Stale,  but  no  more  than  strict  justice.  At  whose 
instance,  I  will  ask,  do  those  gentlemen  refuse  to 
comply  with  the  rsqnest  of  the  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, as  expressed  through  their  representatives 
in  the  State  L'gi^Iatnrel  Is  it  not  in  obeHitnce  to 
the  tactics  of  the  patty,  which  is,  from  ihe  mere 
fores  of  habit,  endeavoring  to  prop  up  its  falling 
wairt  Or  h^s  the  policy  of  throwinie  sway  a  por- 
tion of  the  common  patrimony  been  declared  a 
new  article  of  the  Democratic  creed?  If  ro,  it 
agrees  well  with  those  other  preposterous  articles 
which  have  operated  to  unhappily  on  our  State  And 
national  prosperity.  Bat  there  are  two  other  sub- 
jects far  ira-kscending  any  thing  we  have  hereio- 
lore  witnessed,'  or  are  likely  to  witness  again,  as 
respects  open  distegard  of  justica,  and  in  the  de- 
termination to  carry  into  effect  rarty  arrangements 
in  defiance  of  the  people.  The'  party  is  now 
ashamed  of  the  New  Jersey  election  case;  it  was 
alluded  to  and  esndemned,  in  energetic  langage,  in 
the  cours'e  of  this  sesiion,  by  a  genilemau  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Mison,]  and  not  a  single  individual 
rose  to  say  a  word  in  its  defence.  The  climax  was 
the  passage  of  Ihe  Sub-Treasury  bill,  in  which  we 
discover  the  last  lingering  spark  of  independence 
of  the  centralized  power  of  party — it  was  but 
touch  and  go,  it  just  rnbbed  through,  and  that  was 
all.  Yet  this  very  project,  when  first  intrndnced 
into  Congress,  was  denounced  by  the  Administra- 
tion press  as  revolutionary  and  ruinous;  it  aflei^ 
wards,  on  the  barsting  the  pet-bank  babble,  was 
taken  into  favor  by  the  Administration,  was  twice 
recommended  to  Congress  and  twice  rejected,  in 

t  Ic  wu  ray  intention  to  hart  omittsd  dils  pan  of  my  ipaech 
In  lb*pol>llcuio«,  Uw  cu*  baring  Ixen  refensd  Io  nunlj  by 
wayoMilomniiioa;  but,  on  msntioninc  it  to  •oma  of  ray  Penn 
qrlvania  friends,  who  w«re  preseat  while  I  waa  speakln;,  ther 
iDiiaied  on  my  raialning  it,  a*  tha  pnnge  was  too  markad  and 
p  (blic  to  b«  paand  hi  sUeoo*. 


consequence  of  its  well  known  anpopularity.  Party 
can  do  much,  but  it  (uinnot  do  every  thing,  or  it 
would  have  re-elected  Mr.  Van  Buren.  The  Sab- 
Treasury,  however,  passed  in  defiance  of  ihe  great 
majority  of  the  nation,  and  from  that  moment  the 
downfall  of  the  Administration  was  rendered  cer- 
tain A  new  swarm  of  Conservatives  joined  the 
Whig  hive,  the  third  or  fotirth  which  had  swellel 
its  numbers,  and  the  self-styled  Democratic  party 
was  left  in  a  lean  minority. 

Sectional  feeling  is,  in  my  mind,  praiseworthy, 
compared  to  this  unbounded  and  unscrupulous  sap- 
port  of  party.  Perhaps  it  is  the  duty  of  a  faitbfal 
Representative  to  look  first  to  the  interests  and 
wishes  of  his  immediate  constituents  before  he  ex- 
tends his  view  to  the  wider  circle;  and,  perhaps, 
whether  it  be  his  daty  or  not,  a  zealoas  Rf  presenta- 
tive  will  do  so.  Sach  a  course  nuy  lead  to  com- 
promise or  coneiliatioo — each  surrendering  some- 
thing in  order  that  the  common  good  may  be  se- 
cured. Bat  this  discipline  of  party,  especially  a 
"spoils  party,"  strides  over  every  thing;  it  sacri- 
fices bulb  sectional  and  general  interests;  all,  save 
thoet  of  parly,  mast  fall  down  before  it,  as  before 
the  African  Simoom,  whose  hot  breath  withers, 
scotches,  and  bills,  as  it  sweeps  over  the  intermi- 
nable sands  of  the  desert  The  interests  of  the 
whole  will,  however,  be  found,  in  general,  that  ef 
the  parts.  A  soand  and  healthy  trunk  can  alone 
nourish  sound  and  healthy  branches.  And  where 
shall  we  look  for  the  irank  of  that  treel  Where  is 
the  great  body  of  the  naiion— the  seat  of  empire, 
tar  whose  pro^srity  a  wise  legulation  mttst  be 
chiefly  directed!  It  is  in  the  West,  sir;  in  the 
great  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  in  the  vpl- 
leys  of  its  tribntary  waters;  in  western  Penn- 
sylvanii,  western  Virginia,  Maryland,  western 
Csrolinas,  and  in  the  States  of  the  West  and  South- 
west. In  twenty  years  more  this  nation,  unless 
checked  by  some  great  calamity,  will  number  thirty 
millions  of  seals.  In  that  short  peiiod  another  im- 
tion,  equal  to  that  which  now  occupies  oar  soil  and 
fills  our  towns,  will  rise  np  in  the  midst  of  us;  and 
this  increase  will  be  nearly  all  in  the  West,  which, 
from  its  jito^tion  and  relaive  position,  is  me  mi 
indimtiile.  The  navigation  of  the  MissibSippi  is  a 
common  bond,  as  well  as  indispensable  to  its  safety. 
New  York,  connected  with  the  lakes,  and  the  lakes 
with  the  Ohio,  with  thi  New  England  States,  may 
form  the  top  of  the  tree;  bat  it  is  chiefly  to  the  in- 
terests of  Ihe  great  trnnk  of  this  Republic  that  legis- 
lation ought  to  look  now,  and  to  which  it  miu<  look 
before  many  years  shall  go  round.  The  statetman 
who  looks  a  tittle  beyond  the  present  hoar  ootht 
to  know  that,  if  the  time  shall  oome  when  the  Re- 
public thus  defined  shall  consider  protection  by 
legislative  enactments  necessary  to  its  tsommerce 
and  maoafaclures,  it  will  not  be  withheld;  that  if  a 
National  Bank  be  required  as  a  fiscal  agent,  and 
as  a  regulator  of  the  currency,  it  will  be  established. 

I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  on 
another  subject,  as  one  of  the  hippy  resolts  of  Ihe 
late  election.  It  will  bring  back  the  Bicentive 
branch  to  its  proper  place  tinder  the  Constitution. 
It  is  made  the  daty  of  that  branch  to  oommnnieate 
information  to  Congress,  and  to  recommend  such 
measnres  as  it  may  jndge  neeessaty  and  expe-  ' 
dient;  but  there  its  doty  enas,  and  that  of 
Congress  begins;  and  until  their  deliberations 
shall  assume  the  form  of  law  in  the  matters  re« 
commended,  or  in  matters  originating  with  either 
House,  the  Executive  has  nothing  more  to  say.  It 
has  no  right  to  interfere,  and,  by  intrigue  and  ma- 
nagement, and  party  drill,  attempt  to  carry  those 
recommendations  into  effect.  According  to  the 
principle  avowed  by  General  Harrison,  legislation 
belongs  to  Ihe  Representatives  of  .the  Pitople,  who 
are  the  interpreieis  of  their  wishes.  We  are  no 
longer  to  inqaire  what  the  Administration  is  go- 
ing to  do  when  we  refer  to  the  great  measnrea 
of  the  Gevernment,  bat  what  measures  will  Con- 
gress adopt.  Some  gentlemen,  from  a  bad  habit 
acquired  under  the  late  Administrations,  speak  of 
the  measures  of  the  President  elect,  and  condemn 
them  in  advance,  when  these  are  measures  of  le- 
gislation which  do  not  fall  within  his  province. 
He  may  think  it  prudent  to  be  sparing  even  of  his 
mere  recommendation,  so  as  not  to  Insea  the  per- 
fect freedom  which  ought  to  be  enjoyed  by  Coi^ 
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Cmss  ia  tiw  performasce  of  Ihe  duties  confided  lo 
it,  «sid  for  which  this  bodr  is  responsible.  If, 
kei«after,  the  couatrjr  shonld  be  iajured  by  bad  le- 
gation, let  the  blame  rest  where  it  oui;ht  to  rest, 
on  the  people  tbemselres  and  on  their  Reprrsenla- 
tiTW.  The  people  will  ihas  be  thrown  upon  their 
own  energiev,  and  tbef  will  call  their  Representa- 
tive* to  a  atoie  strict  acconai.  What  measares 
may  be  adopted  by  the  new  Congress  it  is  not  for 
this  Congrees  to  discass;  neither  can  it  be  known 
to  tba  President  elect  lutil  after  it  shall  have  aa- 
aembled.  We  most  endeavor  to  uoleam  the  bad 
habit  we  have  acquired  under  the  -  two  last  Admi- 
sktraiions,  of  looking  apon  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  and  |tbe  beads  of  departments  as  the 
Government,  and  as  the  arbiters  of  the  fale  of  the 
country.  We  must  Itam  once  more  to  look  np  to 
oar  Reprcsoitalives  and  at  the  same  time  to  de- 
pend npon  onrselrcs.  If  the  next  Congress,  re- 
presenting the  wishes  of  the  people  as  it  doe!",  and 
as  this  does  not,  shall  determine  to  touch  the  turiflT, 
and  at  once  modi'y  it,  so  as  to  secnre  a  safficient 
Tevenne,  it  will  do  so.  If  it  shall  determine  to 
darter  a  Natianal  Bank,  or  distribate  the  pnblic 
lands,  'it  will  do  so.  We  are  but  agents  here, 
not  assembled  to  consult  onr  petty  interest  of  party, 
but  to  obey  the  will  of  those  who  sent  us,  and  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  will  promote  the  general 
welfare.  We  come  here  to  carry  intn  efect  the 
will  of  the  people,  and  not  that  of  the  Piesident  and 
his  Cabinet;  and  I  have  no  donbt  we  »hnll  hear  the 
same  thing  from  General  Harrison  himself.  The 
tampering  with  the  duties  exolosively  belong- 
ing to  Ccmgress  was  the  great  >in  of  the  late  Ad- 
ministration, which  bad  gradually  ac^nired  an  as- 
cendancy over  it,  entirely  incompatible  with  the 
spirit  and  letter  of  the  Constitution. 

Bat  the  great  point  gained  by  the  Itte  election  i;, 
in  my  opinion,  the  establishment  of  what  has  been 
caled  the  ohb  Tzasi  principle.  This  was  coming 
npiat  once  to  the  line  of  irne  Democracy.  Is  there 
any  one  on  this  floor  who  will  now  openly  declare 
himself  against  iil    On  ibis  enbject,  at  lead,  it 

'  must  be  admitted  (bat  public  epioicn  has  declart-d 
itaelf.  General  Jackson  was^elccted  en  this  princi- 
ple. I  appeal  to  the  records  of  Tammany  Hall." 
He  disregarded  it,  and  it  has  recently  been  declared 
on  the  highest  authority,  that  be  and  his  kitchen 
cabinet  were  desirous  of  a  i&ird  term,  but  the  party 
could  not  be  brought  to  it.  One  of  (he  mottoes  of 
the  Van  Boren  party  was,  "the  Constitution  as  it 
is,"  and  there  is  nothing  there  to  limit  the  nomber 
of  terms  to  (wo  or  three.  Daring  the  late  contest, 
this  one-term  principle  took  the  lead  of  all  other 
topics  of  discussion.  The  people  were  convinced 
that  their  free  institutions  have  been  eadingered  by 
the  re-eligibility  ot  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  by 
the  political  intrigues  and  corruptions  attendfng  the 
straggle  for  re-election.  They  believed  that  the 
first  term  was  regarded  as  the  stepping-stone  to  the 
second;  that  the  time  of  (he  Presid«nt,  and  (hat  of 
his  subordinates,  instead  of  being  devoted  lo  the 
duties  of  their  stations,  would  be  occupied  by  plans 
and  poHtieal  anangements  and  exertions  to  secure 
that  re-election,  and  at  the  SMne  timk  to  establish 
tb«  tuoeeuion,  and  preserve  the  offices  to  (hose 
who  occupied  them.  Oar  past  history  may  furnish 
snme  exceptions.  I  believe  that  of  Mr.  Adams 
VM  an  exception;  but  the  futare  presented  a  dreary 
prospect. 

Doubts  have  already  been  expressed  of  (he  sin- 
cerity of  those  who  have  contended  for  this  princi- 
ple at  the  late  election.  For  myself,  I  repel  the 
charge  of  insincerity;  and  I  will  take  upon  me  to 
say  that  those  who  really  entertain  such  doubts 
know  but  little  of  the  individual  who  has  been 
•hosen  to  fi  I  the  office  of  Chief  Magistrate.  I  do 
not  so  maeh  confide  in  his  solemn  pledge  as  in  his 
nnsullied  puUie  and  private  integrity.  Bat  public 
opinion  has  settled  the  question.  Hereafcer,  no 
Piesident,  without  braving  th^t  opinion,  will  pre- 
sent himself  for  re-eleetion,  and  the  people  will  re- 


"Bxperimiec  tail  ntlified  na  (hat  one  term  ofofflu  iasnffl- 
CMntorep«7Ui]raerTicea,urgnti(y  any  ambition  I  Aipreaeni, 
lb*  firat  four  yeata  of  an  Admiaiatration  are  paaied  in  eflbru  u 
confirm  thebargaina  and  pledgea  aa  lo  ihe  right  or>ucc«nion. 
It  la  dina  thai  the  gnat  InioreMa  of  ihe  country  are  aacrificed  at 
«■•  ahi^  of  panonal  amUtion."— iic«ofii(timpaMed  at  Tarn- 
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quire  that  it  bemade  a  part  of  the  Constitution,  as 
a  recorded  as  well  as  a  praclicsl  amendment. 

When  Washington  was  called  to  the  office  of 
Piesident,  he  was  re-eligible  without  limitation.  It 
might  have  been  held  for  life;  at  least,  there  was 
nothing  in  the  Consiilution  which  forbade  it.  But 
he  was  not  one  of  those  who  loved  power  for  its 
own  sake;  he  earnestly  wished  to  retire  after  serv- 
ing one  term,  and  only  yielded  to  the  solicitations 
of  the  friends  of  the  new  Government  when  he  was 
for  the  second  time,  elected  by  a  unanimous  vole. 
Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Jtffcrson  joined  in  those  so- 
licitations. The  example  set  by  him,  of  declining 
a  third  term,  has  been  a  law  to  his  suRcessors,  and 
effected  a  practical  amendment  on  the  Democratic 
side.  The  people  Ihemsalves  have  now  infused  in- 
to the  Constitution  a  further  portion  o(  Democracy, 
by  declaring  in  favor  of  one  term.  The  one  term 
principle,  in  the  abttrsct,  has  received  the  sober 
and  dispassionate  approval  of  the  grrat  majority  of 
the  American  people  of  all  parties.  The  Grit  sug- 
gestion may  be  traced  to  Mr.  JelTeison,  in  his  letter 
to  Mr.  Adam?,  written  from  Paris  in  1787,  in  which 
be  declares  the  want  of  such  a  limiiaiion  to  be  one 
o(  the  most  serious  objections  (o  the  new  Coostiiu- 
lion.  The  one-term  principle  was  r<.'commended 
by  Gen.  Jackson — to  commence  in  future  with  his 
successors  I  It  would  have  been  as  easy  for  hira  to 
have  set  an  exampld  of  one  term  as  it  was  for 
Washington  of  two,  especially  as  he  was  consider- 
ed pledged  to  this  Democratic  principle  annoanced 
by  the  "Republican  patty,"  as  it  wa.s  called — for 
Democracy,  as  well  as  Federalism,  had  gone  to 
sleep.  Tr.e  piactical  amendment  effected  by  Wash- 
ington's example  is  a  reduclion  of  power  by  short- 
ening its  duration  in  Ihe  bands  of  any  one  tet  of 
men  and  restoring  it  to  the  people,  and  thus  pre- 
venting the  consolidation  in  the  hands  of  a  faction 
or  junto.  And  here,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  fir»t 
cause  for  rejoicing  in  (he  victory  (he  people  have 
achieved  at  the  ballot-box  over  a  fit^  which 
sought  to  perpetoa'e  itself  by  the  very  means  placed 
n  their  hands  for  the  purpose  of  adminis.cring  the 
Governmtnl.  The  odds  asains:  which  Ihey  bad  to 
con'end  wrre  fearful.  Against  a  hundred  thousand 
office  holders,  with  ilio  vastcirc'e  of  (heir  inflaeoce; 
the  disbur'^ement  of  the  revenue;  the  yr^F%  ia  the 
pay  of  (he  Government — against  all  this  host  the 
people  bad  tu  .Mruggle.  And  the  (ffirt  was  a 
raighiy  one.  Th-y  rose  up  peacefully,  but  in 
ma;s:Sof  from  five  tboufand  to  fify  thou.sand. 
They  succeeded.  Power  is  once  more  in  (heir  own 
hands,  to  be  transferred  to  new  agents,  executive  as 
well  as  legislative,  at  the  end  of  the  next  four  year;; 
and  I  hope  they  will  never  aeain  lose  ^igbt  of  the 
maxim  "eternal  vigilance  is  (he  price  of  liberty." 

Henceforward  there  will  be  no  motive  "lo  bring 
the  publ  c  offices  in  confl  ct  with  the  freedom  of 
eiectioiM."  The  Administration  will  have  ample 
time  and  leisure  to  attend  to  the  business  of  the 
country  instead  of  nezleciing  it,  and  Congress  iL^elf 
will  feel  the  effic'.  of  (his  salutary  example.  The 
Execcttive  branch,  sir,  was  fast  verifying  the  pre 
dictions  rf  the  immortal  Patrick  Henry — it  was 
grasping  at  all  power — 'he  sword,  the  purse,  legis- 
lation; and  even  (he  judiciary  was  not  entirely  safe. 
It  had  almost  succeeded  in  overturning  (be  freedom 
of  elections  by  means  of  i(s  organized,  disciplined 
army  of  office  holders  spread  thronghout  the  coun- 
try. General  Harrison  has  pledged  himself  that 
heresfier  the  office  holders  shall  apply  themselves 
exclusively  to  their  dnlies,  and  abstain  from  inter- 
ference in  elections.  They  now  know  the  condi- 
tions on  which  they  take  office;  there  will  be  no  tax 
upon  Iheir  salaries  to  raise  an  electioneering  fund; 
no  salaries  wilt  be  augmented,  and  no  new  offices 
will  be  created,  in  order  to  increase  that  tjx,  and 
thus,  in  point  offset,  apply  the  money  ef  the  na- 
tion lo  secure  their  offices.  In  short,  I  repea',  sir, 
the  people  have  once  more  got  the  power  in  (heir 
hands,  and  have  become  the  masters  of  iheir  own 
Government. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  wide  range  which  this  de- 
bate has  taken,  will  be  my  excuse  for  giving  my 
opinions  on  some  snt>j'cts  which  are  but  remotely 
connected  with  it.  I  will  say  something  respect- 
iqg  Ihe  tariff,  which  has  been  so  frequently  referred 
to.  I  represent  a  district  deeply  interested  in  the 
robjeet.    I  differ  from  the  gentleman  {torn  Vir- 


ginia [Mr.  Wise]  as  to  the  obligatory  nature  of 
the  coogpromise  act.    If  •  compact,  who  were  tie 
parties  to  it)    What  anthority  bad   the  agents  to 
make  it?    Have  any  rights,  indiTidoal.  coiparaie, 
or  State,  been  vested  nnder  that  mat    These  fues- 
tiotts  cannot  be  answered  without  taking;  away  the 
foundation  on  which  it  Mands.    It  differs  in  no  r^ 
spect,  legally  considered,  from  An  act  of  ordiaaiy 
legislation.    To  say  that  it  cannot  be  tonetwd  gov, 
and  that  afier  '42  it  becomes  perpetoal,  is  lo  give  it 
a  higher  force  than  the  ConslitatioD,  wtaieh  provida 
within  itself  the  mode  of  amendnaent.    The  coa- 
promise  act  would  be  as  irrerocable  as  the  laws  cf 
the  Medes  and  Persians,  and  bind  the  gattatias 
"yet  unborn."    The  expediency   of  the  arruge- 
mental  the  time  to  patch  up  an  onfartunate  faanly 
quarrel,  and  the  propriety  of  leaving  it  to  ma  iti 
ccurse  undistorbed,  are  different  qaesiions.    Iia 
desirous  to  leave  it  antouched  until  the  expoisieat 
be  fully  tried.    Tnis  must  be  left  to  others,  lad  lot 
for  us  to  decide.    Bat   I  am  of  opinio!]  that,  for 
the  purpose  of   revenuv,  without  infriagioe  (be 
compromise  act,  duties  may   be  imposed  oasiikii 
wines,  and  some  other  articles  which  pay  otiy  a 
nominal  duty.    It  is  not  likely,  however,  that  any 
thing  can  be  done  at  this  session:  it  must  be  left  to 
(he  nex(  Congress. 

If,  at  the  expirat'on  of  the  eompromi.se  act,  itn 
years  hence,  the  people,  through  ttheir  fiepreseaia- 
(ives,  shall  require  a  revision  of  be  tariff,  for  ifae 
purpose  of  revenue  as   well  as  of  prateeiioo,    we 
may  r<>ly  upon  it  (hat  revision  viU  take  place.    I 
consider  that  the  principle  cf  protecdan,  instead  of 
being  surrendered,  has  been  recognised  by  that  act. 
It  is,  in  general,  impossible  to  distinjnith,  praai:- 
cally,  what  portion  of  (he  dmty  on  any  spvctfe  ar- 
ticle may  be  set  doi|vn  for  re  venae  exclosively,  aad 
what  for  prot'^iion;  beeaose  a  very  snail  dsty 
may,  in  many  instances,  in  addition  to  the  imr  ex- 
pense of  importatioo,  act  as  a  proieetioa.    A  ixed 
percent,  according  to  the  value,  applied  toaUartt- 
dee  alike,  instead  of  specific  duties,  may  either 
prodace  too  much  for  revenue  or  too  litile.     If  (be 
maximum  of  the  fall  twenty  p.-r  reiit.  be  laid  oi  a 
number  of  seleclcd  articles,   and  others  soffercd  to 
come  in  free,  this  will  act  as  a  bounty  oa  the  ia- 
portation  of  the  free  articles;  and  this  is  proreii  by 
the  exce^ive  importations  of  free  articles  oiee  fbe 
compromise  began  to  lake  effect.     It  is  inptsUe 
to  foresee  the  practical  effect  of  disturbing  a  laril, 
which  hhs  for  a  long  period  of  lime  rt^oialed  osr 
foreign  trade,  and  to  which  that  trade  Ims  adiptcd 
itself.    Som:  of  the  articles  admitted  dotyfittdo 
not  come  cheaper  to  the  consumer,  and,  at  tbeaae 
lime,  ibe  duty  is  lost  to  the  revenue.     The  dat;  ii 
either  levied  by  Ihe  foreign  power,  or  is  podniei 
by  the  i'nporter,  or  divided  between  them.    I M 
not,  in  general,  a  friend  to  high  dniies;  beeiaw 
tbey  eaoonrage  evasion.    I  am  no  advocate  of  pro- 
tective duties  at  all,  which  require  lo   be  penaa- 
uently  coaiinned    merely  in  aid  of  ibe  maaafiK- 
lureis;  and  in  this  I  think  wy  opinien  is  not  dif- 
ferent from  those  who  have  been  most  kjJoos 
for  protection.      It  has  only  been  asked  for  is 
temporary  aid  to  infant  establishment^  lo  new  ia- 
vestments  of  capital,  whose  first  efforts  are  fceUr, 
and  easily  represted  by  the  overgtovn  e&tabli^h- 
menis  of  Europe.    When  these  esiablishmeits  ate 
completed,  and  the  necessary  (kill  and  insiinei  o( 
art  attained,  the  nation  is  compensated  by  a  cfaespet 
article,  from  the  effect  of  competition,  and  beuer 
than  the  impoiled ;  at  the  same  time  that  its  vrealth 
and  its  independence  are  increased  by  the  acqaiii- 
tion  of  a  new  branch  of  induftry.    Hie  practica- 
bility of  accomplishing  this  object  should  be  taka 
into  eoaaideration  in  iropo;ing  duties  for proteetioi. 
Other  nations  go  mnch  farther  than  we  have  era 
done;  they  exclade,  by  dutie',  and  by'prohibitioB, 
articles  whidi  they  can  never  prodace  lo  advaa- 
(8ge,  or  prodace  at  all,  s-uch  as  sassafras  and  tobac- 
co, because  they  will  not  encourage  the  estabfisk- 
ment  of  a  class  of  imports  which   may  tarn  the 
scale  of  commerce  against  them,  and  which  may 
be  dispensed  with.    In  this  instance,  it  is  ifae  eo» 
mnoity,  the  general  commerce  and  genenl  prM- 
perity,  (bat  is  protected. 

Our  tariff  requires  revision,  in  order  to  aseertaa 
what  articles  have  completely  established  then- 
selves,  and  no  longer  require  protsetien.    OtaSt- 
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men  nnfriendly  to  protection  are  much  mistaken  on 
this  head.  They  look  at  the  tans',  and  see  what 
they  consider  high  dnties  on  particnlar  articles,  and 
suppose  the  whole  of  that  duty  enters  into  the 
price  paid  by  the  consamers,  while  it  forms  no  part 
of  it;  because  importations  of  similar  foreign  arti- 
cles have  ceased,  and  could  not  be  revived  by  a  re- 
moral  of  the  duties.  We  are  in  a  very  different 
sitaation  now  from  that  in  which  it  was  declared  to 
ns,  as  colonies  of  Qreat  Britain,  that  we  shoald 
not  be  allowed  to  manufacture  a  hobnail !  We 
DOW  enter  into  snccessful  competition  with  Britain 
in  her  o^n  West  India  Islands,  when  admitted 
there,  and  in  foreign  markets,  especially  those  of 
South  America.  To  Cuba  alone  we  export  nearly 
five  mitlioDS,  chiefly  American  manafactures,  and 
bring  home  a  balance  in  our  favor,  in  specie,  to  the 
amount  of  a  million  annually.  The  products  of 
oar  manufactures  and  our  farms  enable  us  to  carry 
on  a  profitable  commerce  with  Mexico  and  South 
America,  from  Califoroii  to  Chiloe,  and  from  La 
Plata  to  Matamoras  and  Santa  Fe.  No  doubt  ma- 
ny foreign  articles  also  enter  this  trade.  Bat,  in 
passing,  let  me  ask,  what  would  be  .the  foundation 
for  the  golden  hambng  without  this  trade,  based  on 
the  manafactures  of  the  North  and  provisions  of 
the  West,  which  furnish  the  m^ans  of  purchasing 
onr  supply  of  the  the  precious  iretals?  Cotton — 
cotton,  is  the  reply.  Bat  even  now  cotton  does  not 
suffice  to  pay  for  the  manufactures  We  import  from 
Britain  I  -  And  if  onr  manufactnres  were  destreyed, 
what  wonid  become  of  the  golden  stream  which  flows 
in  from  ibis  souice,  and  flows  out  again,  to  set- 
tle our  balances  with  those  naticns  vn  whom 
we  are  dependenil  Onr  little  trade  with  Cuba 
alone  procnres  ns  double  the  amount  of  guld  that 
we  obtain  from  all  oor  gold  mines,  from  Virginia 
to  Georgia. 

In  the  revision  of  the  tariff,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  select  those  aiticles  which  need  protceiien,  and 
they  will  be  found  fewer  in  number  than  is  gene- 
rally supposed.  The  maximum  of  twenty  per  cent, 
with  cash  payments,  the  home  valuation,  and  the 
more  accurate  estimate  of  the  Spanish  dollar,  will, 
in  the  opinion  of  many  well-inlormed  persons  af- 
ford a  sufficient  protection.  We  hear  the  words 
high  tariff,  high  tariff,  continually  repeated  on  this 
floor,  while  there  is  no  one  proposirg  ii;  not  a  sin- 
g'c  memorial  from  any  quarter  has  been  presented 
to  Congress  in  favor  of  sach  a  measnre.  The 
cash  dntien  will  be  a  prutection,  not  .only  to  our 
manofaciare!',  bat  a  praUttion  to  the  eownfry  agnntl 
tx<t$$ivt  tntperlatittu.  It  will  incidentally  operate 
as  a  kind  of  sumptuary  law;  and  it  will  prevent 
the  British  manufacturers  from  tbrowiag  into  this 
country  accumulated  stoeln,  which  they  are  com- 
pelled, from  time  to  time,  to  sacrifice.  We  can 
derive  no  benefit,  as  a  nation,  frrm  these  gambling 
irregularities  of  trade,  any  more  than  from  dealing 
in  stocks  and  bank  notes — the  haryest  of  brokers 
and  exchange  dealers,  whose  interest  it  is  to  keep 
up  this  uncertainty  and  disorder.  The  objection  to 
the  proteetire  principle,  on  constitaiional  grounds, 
is,  that  duties  must  be  raised  for  revenue  and  no- 
thing else;  that  they  must  be  so  arranged  as  (• 
txclud*  atery  inei<Ien(a<  effect,  whether  it  be  its  inci- 
dental operation  in  favor  uf  manufactures,  or  as  a 
protection  to  the  nation  at  large.  Now,  I  think  I 
have  (hown  that  this  is  impossible.  Every  duty  on 
the  same  article  we  manufacture  at  home  it,  as  far 
as  it  goes,  an  incidental  protection,  because  it  les- 
sens by  so  much  the  ability  of  the  fpreign  article  to 
compete  with  it..  Tbe  ca^h  payments — the  home 
▼alnation,  operate  as  protection. 

I  have  said  that  I  was  not  in  favor  of  high  pro- 
tection; yet,  there  are  two  articles  which,  posribly, 
might  form  eyceptioits,  bat  this  would  require  ma- 
tare  reflection — these  are,  iron  and  woollens, 
which  we  ought  to  produce  for  ourselves,  at  least 
for  the  great  bulk  of  our  consumption.  Witheut 
these,  and  especially  the  first,  our  nation  can  hard- 
ly be  said  to  Ja  a  nation.  So  important  does  Gieat 
Britain  regard  her  woollen  manufaoturef,  that,  in 
order  to  counteract  tbe  duties  of  other  nations 
on  her  woollen  fabrics,  she  ;«dnced  the  duty  on 
foreign  wool  from  eight  pence  to  one  penny,  thus 
sacrificing  a  large  amoant  of  revenue,  and,  of 
coarse,  affecting  the  home  production  for  the  sake 
vfvtore  important  advantages.    Three  years  ago 


the  value  of  wool  produced  in  tbe  United  States 
was  estimated  at  |30,000,000;  nearly  equal  to  one 
half  of  the  cotton  crop  of  the  Soaih;  the  last  year  it 
fell  to  seventeen  millions.  And  yet  no  complaints 
have  been  made  by  those  who  have  thus  suffered. 
It  may  be,  in  part,  owing  to  tbe  want  of  protection 
that  our  woolen  factories  have  declined,  and  it  may 
become  necessary  to  iastitute  an  inquiry;  but,  in  my 
opinion,  the  great  cause  of  injury  to  every  branch 
of  internal  trade  is  the  derangement  of  th«  currency 
produced  by  the  sad  experiments  of  the  late  Admi- 
nistrations. Tbe  day  will  come  when  the  article 
of  wool  will  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant items  of  our  national  wealth;  more  important 
even  than  that  of  cotton.  A  large  proportion  of 
tbe  vast  region  beyond  the  Mississippi  is  well 
adapted  to  the  rearing  of  sheep,  and  bnt  poorly 
adapted  to  any  thing  else. 

I  cannot  suppose  that  tbe  enlightened  statesmen 
from  the  South  who  complain  of  the  injurious  ef- 
fects of  the  tariff  have  no  cause  whatever  for  dis- 
satisfaction. It  is  impossible  to  enaet  laws  which 
will  not  bear  unequally  on  different  parts  of  a  coun. 
try  so  extensive  as  ours.  I  consider  it  the  dot;  of 
those  who  possess  the  power — the  mBJorit]r-.-tonse 
their  power  with  prudence  and  moderation.  Tne 
princip'e  of  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  num- 
ber should  be  qnalifird  in  such  a  iray  as  nut  lo  op- 
press the  mioonty.  Although  I  have  too  much  re- 
spect for  the  statesmen  of  the  South  to  say  that 
their,  complaints  against  the  tariff  are  entirely 
groundless,  yet  I  cannot  but  think  there  has  been 
ereat exaggeration.  It  is  natural  it  ^hou!d  be  so. 
I  am  a  native  of  western  Pennsylvania,  and  can 
recollect  the  pitch  of  extravagance  to  which  the 
people  were  carried  in  consequence  of  the  oppres- 
sions of  the  excise  law.  There  were  no  roads 
across  the  mountains,  the  navigation  >  f  the  Missis- 
sippi was  clwed,  and  they  were  obliged  to  trans- 
port kegs  of  whiskey  en  the  backs  of  horse-!,  to  pur- 
chase a  little  salt  and  iron,  logeiber  with  other  ar- 
ticle') of  the  first  necessity.  We  rose  up  in  btobdy 
instttreciion,  and  were  called  "whiskey  boys,"  and 
no  doubt  were  very  bad  boys.  We  had,  perhap?, 
just  cause  te  complain;  the  law  was,  it  is  true,  a 
good  law  for  ihe  rest  of  the  Stale,  but  partial  and 
oppressive  to  us.  I  might  mention  the  embargo, 
which  bore  so  severely  on  the  shipping  intc-re>ts  of 
the  Notthern  States,  where  it  watt  denounced  in 
the  mosit  violent  and  intemperate  manner.  Tbe 
unoffending  word  itself  became  an  object  of  ven- 
geance, was  put  to  the  lurture,  and,  being  spelt, 
backwards,  was  pronounced  ograbme;  a  sort  of 
revenge  quite  as  rational  as  that  of  a  cele- 
brated despiser  of  manufactures,  who  declared 
that  he  never  saw  a  sheep  without  feeling  inclined 
to  go  ont  of  his  way  to  kick  it.  A  member  on  this 
floor,  the  other  day,  after  speaking  with  great  encgy 
against  the  tariff,  declared  that  he  never  heard  the 
word  but  he  felt  as  if  tbe  cry  of  mad  dog  was 
raised  near  him;  and,  indeed,  it  does  seem  to  me 
to  have  a  magical  effect  on  some  gentlemen,  for  it 
is  no  sot  ner  mentioned  than  they  leap  and  dance 
as  if  they  had  been  stung  by  the  tarantula.  If  I 
am  not  mistaken,  that  undefined  horror  associated 
with  the  word,  which  so  generally  pervaded  the 
South,  has  very  much  diminished,  and  the  topic  is 
now  oftener  used  for  the  purpose  of  declamation 
and  oratory  than  from  any  seriouj  alarm.  Some 
years  ago,  it  was  the  general  bugbear.  I  was  told 
o'  a  yonng  lady  in  Georgia,  who  was  asked  con- 
cerning the  health  of  her  mother.  *  She  is  very 
ill."  "And  what  is  rhe  maileil"  "I  dot'l  know, 
un'ess  it  is  that  odious  tariff."  It  seems  to  me,  as 
it  does  to  others,  who  view  tbe  subject  dispassion- 
ately, that  the  fall  in  the  price  of  cotton,  the 
grievance  at  the  bottom  of  the  complaints  against 
the  tariff,  is  most  plainly  lo  be  attributed  to  tbe 
over  production,  which  ri^ns  ahead  of  the  demand. 
It  has  fallen  in  price  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  ta- 
riff or  Ro  tariff;  and  but  for  the  home  maiket  ori- 
ginally created  by  the  tariff,  it  would  be  still  lower 
;  in  Great  Biitaio;  for  certainly  no  one  will  contend 
that,  i(  the  whole  of  these  Stales  depended  on 
Great  Britain  entirely  for  their  cotton  fabric,  we 
shoald  consume  as  much  cotton  as  we  do  now.  It 
is  equally  evident  that  the  demand  for  cotton  in 
Great  Britain  would  be  affected  by  the  falling  off 
in  the  demand  for  her  manufactores  in  the  United 


States.  Britain  is,  moreover,  makicg  great  effort*, 
to  introduce  the  culture  of  the  short  staple  cotton 
in  her  East  India  possessions;  her  hostility  to  oor  . 
manufacturinf  and  commercial  enterprise,  and  to 
onr  institutions,  ia  well  known;  her  power  aad  pe> 
severance  in  carrying  into  effect  a  favorite  policy 
are  equally  well  known.  It  would,  therefore,  bo 
wise  in  the  South  to  foster  the  home  market,  which 
they  can  enjoy  exdasively,  to  encourage  American 
consumption,  and  American  maaufacturM  of  their 
great  staple,  which  will  make  the  Siaie;,  in  the  end, 
better  customers  lo  Britain,  and  Britain  a  greater 
consumer  of  coltan.  To  a  certain  extent,  they 
shoald  nee  the  natural  advantages  they  posses;', 
and  manufacture  for  themselves. 

I  differ  entirely  from  the  statistics  of  Ihe  gentle 
man  from  Mississippi  (Mr.  TaoMnoM,)  who  at- 
tempts to  show  that  the  whole  of  the  duties  are 
paid  by  tlie  cotton-growing  States.  His  idea  is  not 
original;  it  is  of  the  same  class  with  the  forty-bale 
theory.  lie  tells  us  that  Missisissippi  exports  to. 
the  amount  of  $16,000,000  a  year,  and  conseqaea^ 
ly  must  import  to  that  amount,  and  if  she  were  to 
retain  the  revenue  derived  from  that  importation 
there  would  be  (4,000,000  paid  into  her  treasury. 
ISow,  tbe  duties  collected  in  the  whole  of  tbe  United 
Suies  are  estimated  at  about  $16,000,000,  and, 
however  ingeniously  and  corircily  gentlemen  may 
place  ibeir  figure.",  it  is  rather  imposing  too  great  a 
lax  on  our  credulity  to  tell  us  thai  Mississippi  pays 
one-fourth  of  Ihe  duties  on  Ihe  importations  into 
the  United  Stales.  It  is  no  less  difficult  to  believe 
that  she  consumes  one-fourth  of  all  those  importa- 
lions — which  must  be  tbe  case  if  she  consumes  to 
tbe  amount  of  sixteen  millions.  Instead  of  con> 
suming  sixteen  millions,  two  millions  will  coma 
much  nearer  her  proportion,  and  about  half  a  mil- 
lion her  part  of  tbe  revenue.  These  t«o  millions 
are,  perhaps,  tbe  whole  of  the  crrp  she  can  call 
her  own.  The  other  fourteen  millions  mutt  be  set 
down  in  favor  of  the  other  States,  North,  West, 
and  South.  The  Nonh  furnishes  American  mann- 
faciurrs,  capital,  transportation,  and  foieign  arti- 
cles at  second-hand;  the  West,  provisions;  Ihe 
Southern  S  ales  not  engag»d  in  planting  furnish 
slaves.  Notv,  deduct  the  annual  expenses  irom 
the  gross  amount,  and  then  we  shall  be  able  (s  ste 
the  portion  which,  ia  point  of  fact,  belongs  to  Mis- 
sissippi. This  great  staple  is,  for  the  greater  part, 
purchased  as  a  remittatct  towards  paying  for  the 
general  consumption  of  foiegn  articles.  It  is  a 
joint  production;  the  mere  labor  of  the  cultivator 
of  the  soil  forms  but  oce  item.  Suppose,  says  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi,  she  were  an  island  in 
the  ocan,  and  produced  her  sixteen  millions  worth 
of  cotton.  Tins  wodM  not  vary  the  case.  She 
mu?t  either,  in  addition  to  the  production  of  cotton, 
supply  herself  with  all  those  articles  she  now  pro- 
cures from  tbe  Northern  and  Western  Slates,  or  she 
must  be  dependent  as  she  is  now.  It  is  very  poisi-. 
ble  she  may  consume  an  amount  equal  to  the  value 
of  her  cotton  crop,  and  more  loo,  but  not  of  fo- 
reign importations.  The  whole  system  is  no  doubt 
wrong — Southern  gentlemen  are  wtll  aware  of  it 
It  is  impossible  to  remedy  it  entirely,  but  the  evil 
might  be  les-sened  if  it  were  possible  fur  each 
planter  to  raise  less  cotton,  antj  apply  a  part  of  his 
land  lo  the  rai^iiog  of  provisions,  and  employ  a 
part  of  his  laborers  in  domestic  manufactures. 

Having  lived  many  years  in  tbe  South,  I  feel  a 
siDcere  interest  ia  the  prosperity  of  that  poifion  of 
the  Unirn,  and  an  affection  for  many  of  its  citizens. 
The  opinions  which  I  have  expressed  on  the  sub- 
ject of^ihe  tariff,  I  have  long  entertained,  and  have 
been  confirmed  in  them  by  my  residence  in  the 
South.  I  have  often  disputed  the  policy  of  going 
altogether  for  cotton,  and  nothing  bat  cotton.  I 
was  of  <  piuion  that  their  agricuitnral  occupations 
should  be  more  varied,  and  that  they  should  en- 
deayor  to  introduce  new  staples.  The  article  of 
silk,  for  insianre,'i8  well  adapted  to  the  greater  part 
of  the  South.  Firginia  and  the  Carolinas  may  be- 
come tbe  Italy  of  America  in  respect  to  this  ralu* 
able  production.  The  silk  of  Italy  may  be  found 
in  the  marts  of  England  and  France,  and  at  the 
fairs  of  Germany,  ccmmanding  a  regular  and  stea- 
dy price,  the  supply  always  below  the  demand;  and 
this,  perhaps,  of  all  the  products  of  human  econo- 
my, approaches  nearest  in  its  permanent  and  in- 
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trinsie  valne  to  gold  and  silver.  I  have  beea  long 
ooBTiBCfd  that  the  Soathern  States  do  not  make 
use  of  (heir  nataral  adTantages.  They  have 
water-power,  raw  materials,  and  other  advantages,' 
and  ;et  they  have  been  slow  in  developing  tlie 
great  nainral  resoarces  of  the  fine  region  (hey  oecn- 
m.  I  believe,  however,  that  (he  day  is  approach- 
log  when  they  will  tarn  their  attention  (o  their  trne 
inteieM— and  to  see  it,  will  be  to  poisae  it.  I  oniie 
With  the  gentleman  from  Kentacky,  [Mr.  Pops,] 
whose  experience  and  mature  judgment  entitle  him 
to  great  respect,  and  rrqnesi  the  gentlemen  of  ihe 
Sontbnot  to  be  ^o  implacable  on  iba  snbj-'ct  of 
protection.  The  time  may  come  when  they  may 
need  it,  and  (he  Nor(hern  States  be  indiflferent 
aboat  iL  There  is  one  great  Sonlhem  intrrest 
which  now  calls  for  the  fostering  care  of  the  Go- 
vemmen(— I  allude  to  the  article  of  tobacco.  If 
there  be  a  reasonable  hope  of  compelling  foreijta 
nations,  by  means  of  conniervailing  duiifs,  to 
adopt  a  more  liberal  policy,  I  am  fir  trying  the  ex- 
periment. According  to  my  opinion,  it  is  ihe  duty 
of  the  Government  to  footer  and  protect  every 
branch  of  industry,  commercial,  mannfacturirg, 
or  agiienlioral,  where  itcan  be  done  by  wise  le- 
gislation, taoghi  by  cur  own  experience  and  ibal  of 
other  nations.  U  is  not  b  caase  the  South  is  the 
South,  ihat  it  di.^dains  proteciiDn;  Lnuitiana,  for 
inslaace,  has  always  been  a  tariff  State,  oa  ac- 
count of  Ihe  pro'eciion  to  ber  sugars.  I  conttnd 
that  even  the  aiiicle  of  cotton  is  lodireotly  pro- 
tec  ed  t-y  the  indirect  advanlag's  it  derives  from 
the  ezleDsion  of  the  market  here  and  elsewheie. 

We  have  heard  much  of  late  years  of  ihi!  theory 
of  flee  trade,  which  no  nation  practises,  as  it  (xisis 
between  ihe  different  States  ol  this  Uni<  n.  It  is 
At  d(Cirine  of  the  Swiss  school  of  abstract  political 
economists,  and  it  is  the  fashionable  docirine.  Fo- 
reign nations  are  continually  preaching  it  to  each 
other,  bat  none  set  the  example;  on  ihe  contrary, 
their  prect:ce  is  directly  opposite.  England  is  wil- 
ling to  open  ber  ports,  where  the  foreign  article 
cannot  compete  with  the  same  article  produced 
there,  where  even  the  cost  of  tran^ponaiion  is  a 
protection,  togeiher  with  the  excise  levied  on  her 
own  manufacture,  from  which  the  foreign  article 
wonld  not  be  exempted.  She  do€>i  this  with  twenty 
per  cent,  higher  wages  than  the  manufacturers  on 
the  continent,  by  means  of  her  immense  capital, 
Ihe  superior  skill  and  intelligence  of  her  workmen; 
and  that  ntperitr  skill  it  tke  fffiprittg  tf  liberty.  In 
the  latter  re>pect  ne  have  the  advautafie  over  Bri- 
ttin,  and  ean  compete  with  her  with  b'gher  w;ige!>; 
and  but  for  her  great  advantage  in  respect  of  capi- 
tal, we  could  go  ahead  of  her.  The  smaller  the  ca- 
pital, the  larger  mnsl  be  the  profit,  as  we  s'e  from 
the  boebster  w.th  a  hundred  per  cut.  to  the  whole- 
sale dealer  who  is  content  with  five  or  ten.  It  is 
thb  vast  capital  which  makes  the  power  of  Brittiin, 
and  from  which  protection  is  necessary  en  oor  part, 
as  much  for  the  sake  of  the  country  as  of  the  ma- 
vufaciurers.  Lord  Brougham  declared  in  the 
Hon^e  of  Commons  that  it  was  the  policy  of  Eng- 
land to  break  down  our  mannfacturei  at  any  iicit- 
fia,  in  order,  as  he  was  pleased  to  say,  to  prererve 
like  natural  etwrst  of  thingt;  that  is,  to  beep  us  de- 
pendent on  England,  which,  to  mv  mind,  is  a  very 
wiiMturai  evurti  rf  tki«g$.  Switzerland,  which  is 
cited  as  an  example  (or  us,  is  in  a  situation  entirely 
dilTereot.  Her  superior  iutelligence  and  skill  ren- 
der tha  surrounding  nations  tributary  to  her,  nit- 
wilhsiandiog  the  poverty  cf  ber  M>il,  and  ibe  bleak- 
ness of  her  mountains.  All  her  people  are  engaged 
in  manufactures,  more  or  less,  as  they  are  in  our 
New  England  States.  Instead  of  attempting  to 
tariff  <ml  Ihe  productions  of  France,  Germany, 
Austria,  and  Sardinia,  it  is  Ibe  policy  of  those  Sjatrs 
to  Imrfffin  those  of  Ssitzerland.  A  Swiss  statisti- 
cal writei*  thns  expresses  himself,  and  complains  of 
the  bard  fate  of  his  eoantry,  because  the  surround- 
ing nations  are  unwilling  to  be  overrun  with  their 
watches,  ribands,  toys,  and  a  thousand  articles, 
which  throw  the  balance  on  the  side  of  Swiizer- 
landt  "The  prohibitive  systems,  adopted  by  a  great 
number  of  the  neighboring  Power--,  injure  and  in- 
terfere wipi  her  etsentially."    This,  no  doubt,  is 
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fell  as  very  tinnatural  by  the  Swis;;  but  it  is  con- 
sidered quite  natural  by  her  neighbors. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  a  principle  of  political 
economy  which,  if  not  found  in  any  system,  de- 
serves to  be.  I  have  not  met  with  it  in  Adam 
Smith,  in  Say,  Professor  Wayland,  or  in  any  other 
writer,  and  yet  I  do  not  lay  claim  to  originality.  It 
is  sin>ply  this:  that,  as  a  general  rule,  labor  com- 
mands a  compensation  in  proportion  to  the  degree 
or  amonnt  of  mind  combined  with  it.  This  may 
be  referred  to  the  self  evident  proposiiion,  that 
mind  is  superior  to  matter.  Take,  tor  instance, 
the  article  of  cotton  iu^elf,  and  compare  the  share 
of  it  which  is  earned  by  the  gin,  and  then  take  the 
amount  of  mere  manual  labor  employed  at  the  gin, 
compared  to  that  of  raising  and  preparing  the  cot- 
Ion  for  the  mechanical  operation.  The  case  rf 
snrar  is  jtill  sirongfr.  The  mere  culture  of  the 
cane,  the  cutting  and  irinsportinK  it,  are  among 
the  simplest  kinds  of  labor,  itquiting  little  more 
thin  mpre  animal  strength;  but  the  process  of  mi- 
nnfacturing  the  sugar  calls  for  sciarce  and  art.. 
There  are  the  machinery  for  expressin*  the  juice, 
the  kettles  for  biilin?,  the  employment  of  the 
stpam-engine,  and  ihe  d'siillalion  of  ihe  liquid  poi- 
t-on  from  Ihe  moU^>es;  tbede  require  mind  and  the 
exercise  of  judgment.  The  driver  of  thecsrt  re- 
ceives four  times  the  wages  cf  the  horse,  without 
one-tenth  of  the  physical  strength,  becau.ie  mind  is 
required  for  his  labor,  which  the.  other  does  not 
posse.'is.  The  work  cf  the  mechanic  isbrtterpaid 
than  that  of  the  common  laborer;  the  met' bant,  the 
professional  man,  belter  than  the  mechanic.  Tnis 
is  th?  reason  why  the  mere  products  r  f  the  soil, 
where  n»  extraordinary  skill  is  required,  are  more 
poorly  paid,  in  pruportion  to  the  labor  bestowed, 
than -any  oiher.  Wc  may  rely  upon  it,  that  that 
nation  which  combines  the  highe.<;t  degree  of  mind 
in  her  operations  will  hold  others  dependent  upon 
it;  and  if  we  desire  to  lessen  oar  dependrnre  on 
Eaeland  or  Fnnce,  we  can  only  lo  do  by  keeping 
pace  with  them  in  the  march  of  mind. 

When  genilemen  declaim  so  earnestly  against 
the  protective  lejislaiion  of  the  United  States,  they 
seem  to  forget  with  whom  it  originated.  Permit 
me  to  take  a  short  review  of  its  history.  Prom 
the  lime  of  the  passage  of  the  first  act  of  Congress 
for  revenue  and  proteo'ion,  so  expressed  in  its  title, 
until  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  our 
manufactures  bad  made  considerable  progress, 
compared  to  the  state  of  things  before  that  time. 
A  variety  of  mann'actures  bad  been  firmly  esta- 
blished; still  they  fell  far  below  the  wants  of  the 
country.  Our  enterprise  was  chiefly  directed  to 
foreign  commerce,  and  especially  the  carrying 
trade,  nhich  would  cease  with  the  return  of  peace. 
But  when  the  rival  nations  vied  with  each  other  in 
spoliations  on  our  commerce,  We  began  to  look  out 
for  safe  employment  for  our  capital  accumulated 
in  trade.  The  non-iatereonrse,  embargo,  and  war, 
taught  ns  to  see  our  weakness,  nnd  depen- 
dence on  foreign  countrirs  for  the  mnrt  ne- 
cessary and  common  articles  of  manufacture. 
Necessity  compelled  ns  to  rstahli.sh  manufac- 
tures, and  capital  was  invested  in  them  which 
conld  find  no  other  employment.  And,  per- 
mit me  to  ask,  in  whose  hands  was  the  Govern- 
ment at  this  timrl  In  the  bands  of  Southern 
sta'esmen,  who  carried  their  measures  bv  the  votes 
of  the  Western  and  Middle  States.  They  were 
the  authors  of  the  war;  it  was  their  policy  which 
drove  the  Northern  people  to  manufactures.  At 
the  close  of  the  war,  it  was  fonnd  that  an  astonish- 
ing progrrss  had  been  made  in  manufactures,  and 
that  a  lar^e  amonnt,  withdrawn  from  trade,  had 
been  invested  in  them.  These  establishments  were 
in  their  infancy,  however,  and  nnable  to  stand  the 
shcck  of  an  attack  upon  them  by  the  powerful 
British  es'ablishments,  backed  by  the  British  Go- 
vernment. The  Southern  statesmen,  under  Mr. 
Madison'i)  administration,  stood  up  in  their  defence: 
it  was  their  policy  which  had  called  them  into  be- 
iner;  it  would  have  bren  crncl  to  abandon  their  own 
offspring.  The  tariff  of  1816  was  the  result,  and 
it  was  so  regulated  as  to  afford  incidental  protection 
as  well  as  revenue.  I  cannot  erase  from  my  mind 
the  lessons  of  wisdom  I  received  in  listening  to  the 
speeches  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  and  of  Mr. 
Calhonn,  when  engaged,  as  it  were,  in  settling  the 


fnlnre  policy  of  the  nation  on  what  was  after. 
wards  called  the  A  mericsn  System.  Tlie  report  cf 
Alexander  Hamilion  on  maoufaciures,  repubtisbed 
by  the  House  cf  Representatives  in  1809,  the 
report  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  explaining  his  splendid  sjtf 
tem  of  internal  improvements  at  the  national  ex- 
pense, the  recent  powerful  report  of  Mr-  Dallas  ii 
favorof  a  National  Bank,  were  the  lezt-books  of 
the  day  in  the  hands  of  Southern  politicians,  will 
very  few  exceptions.  The  war  administratioo  of 
Mr.  Madison  was  still  predominant,  and  it  was 
this  Administration  which  adopted  the  Amerieu 
system.  This  phrase  has  been  associated  with  the 
name  nf  Mr.  Clay.  I  am  sr.rry  to  be  obliged  lo 
pluck  a  sint^le  leaf  ftom  the  honors  sihich  dos'et 
around  his  brow,  but  this  belongs  to  smother,  who 
is  hailed  as  the  apostle  of  Soathern  Democrat. 
Mr.  Jnfferron  thus  speaks,  in  his  letter  to  the  "■Ami" 
rican  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Maaafte- 
lores,'*  and  dated  June  26,  1817: 

"The  hiitorjr  of  thg  Im(  twenty  yearabubecn  asolDctHnkr 
aon  for  us  nil  to  (tepeml  fur  neCMsarias  on  uuneWm  aluDr;  lod 
I  tiope  ttial  twenty  ycar«  more  will  place  the  Araericati  iieiBit- 
pliere  under  a  syf^tem  of  tia  own,  as-«ntiaUj  peaceable  aral  w- 
duetrious,  andnotnevdmg  tnexiracia  iu  comforta  ostcf  ita 
eternal  fires  raging  in  ttie'old  worhl." 

This  was  addresard  lo  a  New  England  assreia- 
lion.  In  consequence  of  the  act  cf  1816,  capital 
had  been  vesttd  in  nianufaemies  to  a  great  extent 
in  Maiyland,  New  Jersey,  and  Pt nnsyivaoia,  as 
Well  a-i  in  the  Northern  Spates.  Tots  now  seemed 
(o  be  the  settled  policy  of  the  nation.  And  was 
Mr.  Jefferson  a  UUeproph.-t  in  relation  to  the  ef- 
fect of  the  Americsm  sykieni  during  vhe  soceeedinic 
twenty  years?  No,  sir,  he  was  nou  U  paJd  off 
two  hundred  millions  of  national  debt;  it  applied 
large  &ums  o  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy;  it 
laid  the  foundation  of  an  immense  line  of  foitifiea- 
lions,  anil  completed  many  of  them,  along  onr  Al- 
lanlic  coast,  and  around  our  borders;  it  extingnirii- 
ed  the  title  to  a  vast  amount  of  the  Indian  lands;  it 
contribatrd  large  sums  to  internal  impiovemeaia. 
And  what  ha^  the  nation  done  since  ihia  systeai 
has  been  abandoned  and  cried  downl  Look  atoaad 
upon  our  whole  country  and  behold  ils  conse- 
quences. 

Mr.  Chairman,  -the  ruinous  condition  of  ihr 
country  is  no  longer  denied  by  any  one.  But  we 
are  loid  by  the  friends  of  this  Administratioa  Ihal 
it  will  be  for  those  coa.ing  in  to  remedy  those  evils. 
Ttiey  ^ay  they  have  promised  to  do  so,  and  wo  be 
loihcmif  they  do  not  keep  their  promise!  Sir, 
the  brand  of  an  idiot  boy  may  destroy  in  an  boat 
the  edifice  which  called  fonh  the  labor  (f  tboa- 
sands,  and  required  half  a  cenlnry  lo  rear.  Gea^ 
ral  Harrison  and  his  Cabinet  wUl  do  all  the;  eaa, 
but  they  cannot  work  miracles  *  But  it  is  for  the 
people  ihemielves,  ihrongh  their  representatives,  lo 
apply  the  best  remedy  the  case  will  admit.  It  wiU 
be  the  work  of  time,  and  we  know  not  half  its 
dilfienlty;  bQt,in  the  language  of  the  Roman  patiiiii>, 
lei  us  never  despair  of  the  lUpublic. 

When  gentlemen  speak  of  h'gh  daties,  high  la-  • 
riff,  and  refer  to  the  taiiff  of  1828, 1  most  rem  ad 
them  that  even  that  was  the  work  of  the  Soaih. 
The  high  daties  were  introduced  by  its  enemies,  ia 
order  to  defeat  the  bill.  It  was  not  satisfactory  to 
any  party:  it  was  a  compound  tzade  up  both  by 
friends  and  foes.  I  must  remind  those  with  whoa 
the  name  of  General  Jackson  still  retains  some 
share  of  popniarity,  that  he  was  in  favor  of  a  pro- 
tective tariff.  He  so  expresied  himself  previoos  id 
his  elecliun;  he  ,a(terwards  spoke  of  a  "jndiciom 
tariff,"  with  rererence  to  this  subject,  and,  ia  oae 
of  bis  Messages,  he  expressed  the  opinion  that  we 
oeghtto  encourage  the  manufactures  of  those  arti- 
cles which  would  render  ns  independent  in  time  of 
war.  And  how  shall  we  determine  what  those  a^ 
tides  arc?  He  conld  not  mean  merely  iheauaa- 
ficture  of  gunpowder!  Perhaps,  withoat  inieadr 
ing  it,  the  passage  cavers  the  whole  groond  of  pie- 
tective  duties. 

We  mnst  go  back  to  the  days  of  James  Madi- 
son, and  endeavor  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  Ibi 
great  Demociaticstatesmea  of  that  period,  whoitf 


*  Shortly  after  the  eleciion,  a  Quaker  iraa  nxt  by  a  La» 
foco  in  the  nnct  at  Philadelphia,  and  waa  tbna  acmiu*' 
"Well,  fneod.  I  tuppoae  y«u  think  Ganeial  Hwrlra  k  Ml 
(0  work  miraciea."  "Ai  to  that  friaod  I  cannoc  tall  ikM^  wa  ■ 
iocihie  10  tbUkbawiU  hare  power  gireaiiDia  Ub  iochimi 
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10  work  honestly  and  eBrseilly  to  repair  the  rava- 
^  of  war,  and  to  place  the  nation  on  a  solid 
(Tonnd  of  fatare  prosperity.  I  have  retained 
Jm  lessons  of  national  wisdom  and  policy  I  then 
mbibed.  The  ezpeiieoce  of  (he  last  six  years, 
especially,  has  not  served  to  change  my  opi- 
nions. What  a  Irinmph  for  Alexander  Hamil- 
>on,  eoald  he  ha*e  riseit  from  his  grave,  and  have 
leen  his  report  on  manufactnres  the  text-book  dariop 
the  Adiainisiraiion  of  his  great  political. rival! 
HThat  a  Iriamph  to  see  the  lailare  of  the  attempt 
to  destroy  that  American  system  which  had  been 
lanctioned  by  Jefferson,  by  Lownder,  by  Clay,  by 
GlallatiD,  by  Dallas,  by  Calhoan,  as  well  as  by 
sthers  of  opposite  polities !  I  was  what  is  called  a 
Jeffersonian  Democrat,  a  sopporter  of  the  embargo 
uid  the  war,  and  by  no  means  free  from  prejnd'ce 
against  Alexander  Hamilton.  I  have  carefally 
studied  the  rival  prodnctioos  of  those  two  great 
men — the  report  of  Mr.  Jefferson  on  commerce, 
and  that  of  Hamilton  on  mannraetares;  and  these, 
with  the  report  of  Mr.  GKIIatin  on  iniemal  im- 
provements, and  that  of  Mr.  Dallas  on  a  National 
Bank,  are,  in  my  opinion,  among  the  best  works 
ihat  can  be  plsced  in  the  bands  of  a  young  Ameri- 
Ban  statist.  I  by  no  means  give  the  praise  of  sa- 
perior  foresight  and  sagacity  lo  Hamilton  over 
Jefferson,  ^ese  two  great  men  regarded  the  same 
sabjeet  from  differei(t  points  of  view.  If  Jefferson 
bad  been  a  New  Yorker,  he  might  have  written  the 
report  on  manttfactares;  and  if  Hamilton  had  been 
a  Virgiikian,  be  might  have  prodaced  the  report  on 
commerce.  Hamilton  regarded  maoafactures  as 
the  troe  basis  of  commerce.  The  very  instrament 
of  commerce  before  his  eyes,  the  ship,  was  itself 
the  most  important  of  all  manaractares — the  mas- 
ter-piece of  the  arts,  and  the  n<  flu*  vkta  of  sci- 
ence. Mr.  Jefferson  Jived  in  a  country  depending 
entirely  on  foreign  commerce,  and  with  only  two 
great  staples  to  support  it — whext  and  louscco. 
It  was  natural  for  him  to  suppose  thai  the  exports 
would  command  the  imports,  and  where  these 
would  eentte  there  would  be  the  great  matt  of 
trade.  I  am  informed  he  at  an  early  period  enter- 
tained the  opinion  that  Norfolk  would  be  nhat 
New  York  has  since  become.  And  if  his  theory 
bad  been  correct,  such  wonid  have  been  lfa«  res'Ult. 
But  it  was  erroaeoDF;  Norfolk  was  not,  like  Mew 
Orleans,  the  sole  depot  of  a  vau  interior.  Beyond 
the  local  exfioris  and  imports,  cimmerce  on  a 
large  scale  requires  ships,  seamen,  accumulated 
active  capital;  and  these  are  not  likely  to  be  found 
in  oommnnities  who  devcte  their  energies  lo  the 
Baltivation  of  ibe  soil,  and  have  no  manufactures, 
Bsheries,  or  internal  trade. 

I  have  taken  mnch  of  the  time  of  the  Hoase  in 
discussing  the  subject  of  the  tariff;  my  excnie  is, 
that  it  is  one  of  deep  interest  to  my  constiinents. 
They  believe  that  it  u  in  some  owing  to  a  want  of 
a  proper  adjustment  of  the  tariff,  lor  the  purpose  of 
protection,  that  their  manufacinru  have  declined, 
and  many  of  them  have  been  prostrated.  The  de- 
tails of  this  protection  are  by  no  means  settled. 
Many  individuals,  and  I  am  of  the  number,  at- 
tach more  importance  to  the  derangement  of  the 
currency  than  to  the  operation  of  the  taiiff,  although 
I  am  convinced  it  requires  to  be  revised.  Of  what 
avail  is  it  to  the  mannfactnrer  that  he  has  his  ware- 
hoitse  fall  of  manufactured  articles,  if  (huse  who 
are  anxious  to  porehase  ate  unable  to  procure  a 
proper  carreneyl  Some  of  our  manufacturers  pay 
annoally  from  a  tbomand  to  three  thousand  dollars 
in  exchanges.  They  depend  on  the  internal  trade, 
and  that  cannot  be  carried  on  without  a  currency. 
There  is  a  falling  off  in  every  kind  of  bnsineis,  for 
the  same  reason.  The  amount  of  specie  is  admit- 
ted to  be  insufficient  for  the  wants  of  a  new  and 
growing  country  and  an  enterprising  people;  A 
mixed  currency  of  specie  and  sound  paper  is  indis- 
pensaUe.  The  State  banks  cannot  furoish  a  cur- 
rency for  general  eirealation.  Since  the  Adminis- 
tration began  i^s  tinkering  with  the  currency,  and 
its  partisans  have  been  engaged  in  crying  down 
banking  institutions,  specie  has  been  regularly  ex- 
ported, and  the  paper  currency  bw  been  growing 
less  and  lees  safe.  In  the  general  (iein«r«<ttatton,  it 
is  highly  probably,  aUo,  that  many  abnses  may 
have  crept  into  the  management  of  these  banks. 
Bat  it  is  inpostible,  where  there  an  to  many  States 


creating  banks,  and  the  character  and  solvency  of 
those  banks  so  various,  to  furnish  auy  thing  like  a 
uniform  currency.  It  would  be  the  same  thing  if 
they  were  so  many  different  mints,  with  different 
coinage  and  alloy.  The  effect  on  internal  trade 
and  on  every  branch  of  bosiness  during  this  disor- 
dered state  of  the  currency,  is  well  described  in  the 
masterly  work  of  Mr.  Prescott,  the  History  of  Fer- 
dinand and  Isabella. 

"Uoder  Hrnirr  IV  of  Cutlle,  it  i>  eompnted  th«re  were  no 
len  than  ooe  liiindiei]  and  fiftr  mjnli  opealjr  tlceoMd  \ij  Uw 


Crown^  in  addition  to  many  oibera  erected  bj  private  authority. 
The  abuse  cttnie  lo  euch  a  height,  that  ih«  people  at  length  re- 
fuMd  to  receive,  in  payment  of  their  debia,  tlio  debased  coin. 


wliOM  value  depreciated  more  and  more  ereiT  day;  and  the 
little  trade  which  remained  at  Castile.  WAS  CARRIED  ON 
BV  BARTER  AS  IN  THE  PRIMITIVE  AGES."— Prescott, 
ITOI.SM 

The  remedy  for  this  was  making  a  monopoly  of 
the  ooinage  in  the  Crown,  just  as  we  made  it  a  mo- 
nopoly under  our  Federal  Constitution.  In  the  Swiss 
cantons,  the  same  inconvenience  would  be  ezpe- 
rienced,  with  their  twenty  or  thir.y  different  kinds 
of  money,  but  for  the  circastance  of  their  having 
an  ideal  money,  and  also  using  bills  of  exchange 
and  paper  of  various  kinds.  If  bank  notes  will 
still  conlmne  to  be  regarded  as  money  by  us,  it 
must,  like  the  ctinsge,  be  in  some  mode  a  monopoly 
in  oixler  to  give  it  uniformity  and  ceitajntyof  vap 
lue.  This  has  been  twice  accompli^'bej  FU;u:essfully 
without  an  absolute  monopoly,  by  crfaiing  an  itk- 
stitution  nnder  the  auihurity  of  ihe  General  Go- 
vernment, which  has  csntrolled  and  regniaied  those 
estahlikhed  by  the  States.  This  iosiitna  n  has  tetn 
tonnd  the  oiily  safe  and  convenient  fiscal  agent. 
One  kind  of  money  for  the  Goveinmeat  and  an- 
other for  the  ordinary  transactions  of  the  communi- 
ty, you  may  rely  upon  it,  will  never  answer.  It 
was  the  la&t  despera:e  resort  of  the  pr<.'ent  Admi- 
nistration, because  it  bad  failed  In  its  other  projscis, 
and  knew  not  what  eltt  lo  dt.  It  cut  itsrl:'  |oos« 
from  Ihe  people,  and  with  its  empty  Sab-Ti-ea<iory 
chest  i:i  now  moving  in  one  diiection,  while  the 
Demrctacy  is  moving  in  another. 

When  the  late  Admioisirations  were  told  that 
their  measures  would  ruin  the  curier<cy,  they  in- 
dignantly repelled  the  idea,  and  boldly  declared 
that  they  would  preserve  it  -in  a  state  as  sound 
as  they  iluad  it,  and  even  make  it  better.  When 
it  wa-i  actually  deranged,  they  were  the  last  to 
admit  the  fact;  and  when,  at  length,  it  was 
tell  and  lamented  by  every  man-engaged  in  honest 
and  regular  business,  they  suddenly  became  the 
loudest  in  crying  out  Ihat  the  currency  was  ruined. 
But  who  ruined  \<1  They  say,  the  money  power. 
AccordiiHt  to  them,  this  is  some  fjul  and  ugly  fiend, 
which  walks  abroad  in  the  dim  twilight,  with  nt 
settled  abode,  wiihoai  defined  bhape  or  form,  but 
busy  in  working  mischief  to  the  sons  of  men.  It 
is  8  sort  of  money  goblin.  But,  according  to 
others,  it  has  its  seat  and  residence  in  Wall  street: 
it  is  that  speculating,  heartless  money  power,  which 
fattens  upon  the  embarrassments  and  distresses  of 
sober  industry,  and  on  the  destmciion  of  all  regu- 
lar business  and  touad  credit.  It  causes  the  dis- 
ease, and  then  rend?rs  itself  necessary  to  the  dis- 
eased. It  is  in  the  bands  of  the  brokers,  the  stock- 
jobbers, and  exchange  dealers,  who  have  instigated 
the  ruinous  measurej  of  the  General  Government. 
There  is  the  real  money  power,  the greaer part  fo- 
reign, too.  rejoicing  in  the  downfall  oi  our  pros- 
perity, and  glutting  themselves  on  the  spoils  of  a 
ruined  currency.  For  years  has  this  power  been 
systematically  workinx  its  way,  like  some  foul  dis- 
ease in  the  human  consti'ution.  Twelve  years 
ago,  I  travelled  in  company  with  an  agent  of  one 
of  the  Wall  street  establirboieots  from  Charleslon 
to  Norfolk.  He  inveighed  bitterly  against  the 
United  States  Bank,  which  surprised  me,  because 
I  had  heard  no  one  else  speak  against  it.  The  rea- 
sons which  appeared  to  influence  him  had  a  diffe- 
rent effect  on  my  mind;  ihe  currency  was  not 
lamentably  healthy;  the  fl:ld  for  nioaey  brokers 
was  almost  closed!  And  then  the  Southern  banks 
were  hostile  also,  beixnse  their  issues  returned 
upon  them  every  six  months;  the  far  South  could 
not  establish  real  estate  banks  instead  of  specie 
banks;  the  West  was  checked  in  the  establishment 
of  new  banks !  From  that  time  I  carefully  marked 
every  step  in  the  progress  of  the  war  on  the  Na- 
tion^ Bank,  and  knew  its  source.    A  being,  whom 


I  hold  in  snt^  detestation  that  I  will  not  name  him, 
was  in  my  opinion  the  instrument,  Ibe  pensioDed 
instrument,  employed  to  win  the  ear  and  kindle 
and  feed  the  ire  of  that  unhappy  old  man,  who, 
for  our  sins,  was  placed  at  the  bead  of  this  Go- 
vernmeni.  Dnder  that  influence,  the  legislation  of 
Ibis  once  prospercns  and  growing  coantry  was 
forced  out  of  its  natural  and  well  defined  channel, 
and  lost  among  shallows  and  quicksands.  The 
safe  barriers  were  broken  down;  ihe  country  has 
been  flooded  by  unsafe  stock  institutions,  and  d!^ 
order  a'nd  confusion  now  reign  supreme.  And 
what  a  harvest,  what  a  field  for  that  moneyed  pow- 
er of  brokers  and  shavers  I  And  yet  we  hear  both 
those  who  are  the  victims,  and  those  who  are  the 
accnmplires  of  this  power,  cry  out,  The  currency 
is  ruined,  the  currency  is  ruined — the  money  power 
has  mined  us !  Yes,  bnt  I  repeat  the  question, 
Whe  are  the  authors  of  this  ruin?  The  Wall  street 
.  brokers  are  the  principal  authors  of  it.  The  nation 
mubt  open  its  eyes  to  ihe  truth  at  last,  and  mm  its 
attention  lo  the  real  anthors  of  this  ruin — the  mo- 
ney brokers,  and  the  corrupt  party  politicians. 


DEBATE  ON  THE  TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 
REMARKS  OF  MR.  PRENTISS, 

■  OF  VEOMONT, 

In  Senatx,  FaBROaar  13,  1841. 
The  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  PaiNTis>,  comiog  op  for  consideration, 
viz. 

Remlvtd,  That  the  act  entitled  An  act  giraniins  btlf-pajr 
and  pe.tiiiuna  to  certain  wi'lows,  approved  July  7,  fSSS,  ought 
nut  to  he  construed  toderire  any  widow  of  tLibenefita  Incen* 
scqueiica  of  her  having  married  after  the  decease  of  th* 
hu^baml  for  whose  services  she  may  claim  to  tw  allowed 
a  pension  or  annuity  under  said  act,  provided  she  was  a 
wi  low  at  the  time  the  saaie  was  passed;  and  that  the 
Committee  on  Pciisions  be  Instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  that 
effect. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  f aid  that  be  had  been  indaeed  to 
present  the  subject  in  the  general  and  eompenoions 
torm  <<f  a  resolution,  in  order  to  obtain  the  sense 
of  tt,e  b'enaie  upon  it  in  a  more  summary  and  ex- 
peditious way  than  be  could  otherwise  do,  and  to 
save  th«  necessitv,  wh'Ch  he  was  always  desirous 
to  do,  of  special  legislation  in  particular  cases. 
There  were  several  ca«es  befiTe  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  depemting  on  the  coBsiraeiion  of  the  act 
of  1S38,  granting  annn.ties  of  pensions  to  cer- 
tain w'dows  whose  marriage  took  place  before  ihe 
year  1794,  bat  not  early  enough  to  bring  their 
cases  witmn  the  pension  act  of  183$.  The  cases 
to  which  he  referred,  were  ca<es  where  the  appli- 
cants were  widows  ^t  the  time  of  the  passage  of 
the  act,  and  were  still  so,  but  had  been  married  a 
second  time,  and  on  that  account  their  applications 
had  teen  icjec'ed  at  the  Pensicn  office.  It  seemed 
Ihat,  accord;ng  to  ibe  construction  which  had  bern 
given  to  the  act,  if  the  wit^ow  of  an  oi&cer  .or 
soldier  cf  the  Revolntion^had  married  a  second  time 
she  did  not  come  within  the  act,  and  was  not  enti- 
tled to  its  benefits,  although  she  was  a  widow  at 
the  time  the  act  was  passed.  The  subsequent  in- 
tervening marriage,  though  long  since  dissolved, 
wa-;  held  to  deprive  her  uf  all  right  under  the  ac. 
h  vas  Ihi.i  eonsiruction  which  was  complained  of 
in  the  petitions  before  the  commiitee,  and  lo  bring 
the  matter  befort- Ihe  Senate  fiT  its  consideration 
and  spefdy  action  was  Ihe  specific  purpose  of  the 
resolution. 

The  doctrine  which  had  obtanied  at  the  Pension 
Office,  Mr.  P.  said,  appeared  to  him  to  be  clearly 
erroneous  and  who'ly  unsustainable.  He  was  at 
a  loss  to  know  on  what  reasoning,  or  upon  what 
principle  or  rule  of  interpretation,  it  had  been 
adopted.  Wzs  it  that  by  the  second  marriage  the 
woman  ceased  to  be  a  widow  and  became  a  wife, 
and  that,  rn  the  death  of  the  second  husband,  she 
became  his  widow,  and  could  not  be  regarded  or 
treated  as  the  widow  of  the  first  and  so  did  not 
come  wiihin  the  letter  of  the  lawl  A  wife  he  sup- 
posed, was  a  woman  who  had  a  husband;  and  a 
widow  he  to<^k  it,  was  a  woman  whose  hnsband 
was  dead.  The  same  worn  in  might  be  a  wife 
many  times,  and  of  course  might  be  a  widow  many 
tiraef ;  bnt  however  often  she  might  marry  and 
become  a  widow,  she  lost  none  of  the  rights  be- 
longing to  her  in  any  instance  in  ihat  character,  or 
attached  to  or  growing  out  of  that  nlation  at  any 
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time  it  may  hava  existed.  A  second  marriage  did 
not  lake  away  iirr  right  of  dower  at  widow  of  the 
first  basband.  Her  right  in  hi*  estate  siitl  eon< 
tinned;  and  tbongh  the  control  of  it  might  be  vested 
in  the  second  husband  daring  the  maniage,  yet, 
when  that  ceased,  she  Itad  the  sole  dominion  over 
it  as  at  first.  Her  chores  in  aciion,  her  rights  of 
action,  and  all  her  former  rights,  left  anappropri- 
aied  by  the  bosband,  survived  to  her.  The  mar- 
riage did  not  eittngaikh,  bat  operated  merely  as  a 
snspension  of  these  and  other  lights  daring  its  con- 
tinaaace.  In  cases  arising  andcr  pauper  laws,  on 
the  dissolaiion  of  the  marriage,  the  settlement 
derived  from  the  hnnband  ceased,  and  the  maiden 
•ettlemeot  revived  and  returned  to  the  widow.  If 
she  had  been  married  twice,  and  both  hu&bands 
had  .died,  rhe  was  the  widow  of  each  of  them, 
and  might  claim  as  the  widow  and  in  the  right  of 
either,  it  did  not  follow  from  this  that,  under  the 
pension  laws,  she  could  claim  and  have  two  pen- 
sions. The  laws  did  not  allow  a  double  pension 
to  one  and  the  same  person.  If  she  came  within 
the  act  of  1836,  she  could  not  claim  under  the  act 
Of  1838;  for  ihe  latter  lav  provided  only  for  such 
cases  as  were  not  embraced  in  (he  former.  But  if 
it  was  otherwise,  and  i^he  might  claim  in  ihe  right 
of  the  first  husband  under  one  act,  and  in  the  right 
of  the  second  husband  under  the  other  act,  such  it- 
aalt,  if  ihe  legitimate  effect  of  the  laws  themselves, 
could  not  auihorize  or  excuse  a  eonslruction  at 
Variance  with  the  express  terms  and  plain  mean- 
lag  of  the  acts.  The  general  rules  of  law  applica- 
ble to  the  subject  were  therefore  clearly  against 
the  consirnctiuu  which  had  been  adopted.  But 
the  question,  alter  all,  depended  upon  the  act  it- 
self.   And  what  did  the  act  say) 

Thai  iran;  pemn  who  Mpred  in  die  vu  of  ihe  Resolution 
in  Uie  manoer  apecified  in  the  act  paaaed  ihe  sevenih  daj  of 
JUD&  1832,  enuued  'An  act  fuppletnen'ary  to  the  aci  for  tlie 
relief  of  certain  aurviving  ofticera  and  sulJiera  ofthe  Ituvolu* 
Uoo,' have  died,  tearing  a  widow,  wboee  marriage  took  place 
after  Uie  expirailvm  ui  the  last  period  of  hit>  ef  rvlce,  and  be- 
liM*  iheflraula;  of  Januar]',  1794,  auch  widow  ahall  ba  enililed 
to  receive,  lor  and  during  the  term  ol  five  yeara  from  ttie 
fourth  day  of  Marcli,  I83G,  the  annuity  or  peusion  which  might 
have  been  allowed  tu  her  husband,  in  virtue  ofaaidact,  if 
liring  u  the  time  it  was  paaaed:  Provided.,  That,  in  the  event 
of  the  marriage  of  auctt  widow,  auch  annuity  or  penaion  ehaii  be 
diecontinued." 

Mow,  «hat  facts,  Mr.  P.  woald  ask,  were  ne- 
cessary to  bring  a  ca»e  within  the  terms  and  mean- 
ing of  the  ad  Why,  1.  That  the  officer  or 
soldier  for  whose  services  ibe  annoiiy  was  claimed 
served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  in  ihe  manner 
prescribed  in  ihe  aci;  3.  That  he  died  leaving  a 
widow;  and,  3.  That  the  applicant  was  the  person 
so  left  a  widow — her  marriage  having  taken  place 
within  the  time  specified,  and  the  being  a  widow 
at  the  time  of  passing  the  ad,  and  still  remaining 
so.  These  were  the  essential  nqaisites  of  the  act; 
and,  when  they  were  made  out,  a  clear  case  was 
made  oat,  within  the  very  terms  of  the  law. 

What  (Mr.  P.  would  a>k  again)  did  the  act  sayt 
Why  "thai,  it'  any  person  who  served  in  the  war 
of  the  Bevolulion,  dbc.  have  dieJ,  leaving  a 
widow,  whose  marriage  took  place,  &z.  such 
widow,"  that  IS  the  person  so  left  a  widow,  "frhall 
be  entitled,"  &c.  The  expressirn  "^<ach  widow" 
was  descriptive  of  person,  and  denoted  ihe  woman 
who  was  the  wile  of  the  ifficer  or  soldier  who  bad 
served  as  required,  and  was  left  by  him  a  widow. 
Apply  the  same  phra-ieology  to  other  sabjecb<,  and 
bow  would  it  be  understood)  Suppose  it  shoold 
be  enacted,  and  Mr.  P.  believed  the  statutex  of 
some  ot  the  States  did  so  enact  in  terms,  that  if 
any  per>«n  should  die  intestaie,  leaving  a  widov, 
such  widow  should  be  cntiiled  to  duwrr  in  her 
decMsed  hasband's  estate:  no  one,  it  would  seem, 
would  be  at  a  loss  to  know  what  was  meant  by 
SQch  an  enacimem,  or  would  allow  himself  to  think 
for  a  moment  that  theright  of  dower,  alihongh  it 
was  a  right  resting  in  aciion  only,  would  be  lost 
by  a  second  marriage,  or  that  the  woican  would 
be  incapable  of  as&eiiing  her  right  in  the  first  hus- 
band's tstaie  as  his  widow,  because  she  had  mar- 
ried again  and  become  the  widow  of  a  second 
husband.  It  was  ruriher  to  be  observed,  that  ihe 
widow  was  to  have  "(he  annuity  or  pen>ioa  which 
might  have  been  allowed  to  her  husband,  if  liviogi" 
that  is,  which  might  have  been  allowed  to  (he  per- 
son who  served  in  (he  war  of  the  Bevolatioo,  and 
died  leaving  her  a  widow.    The  hasband's  services 


were  the  meritorious  cause  or  consideration  of  the 
annuity,  and  it  was  intended  to  give  to  ib«  person 
who  had  been  his  wife,  and  become  bis  widow, 
the  same  annuity  or  pension  he  would  have  been 
entitled  to  if  she  had  not  survived  htm. 

Such  (Mr.  P.  said)  would  appear  10  be  Ihe  only 
exposiiioa  which  the  act  was  capable  of  receiving. 
The  right  to  the  annuity  was  given  in  absolute 
terms,  to  bs  held  and  enjoyed  for  the  term  of  five 
years,  subject  only  to  the  condition  "that,  in  the 
event  of  ihe  marriage  of  such  widow,  such  annuity 
or  pension  shall  be  disconiinned."  The  condition 
was  a  condition  subsequentj  depending  on  a  con- 
tingency afterwards  to  happen.  In  tlw  event  of  a 
fuiure  marriage,  the  annaity  was  to  be  discon- 
tinued: in  eiber  words,  it  was  not  to  go  to  the  fn- 
tnre  husband,  but  to  cease.  This  wasthe  only  con- 
dition the  aot  contained;  and  it  was  a  rale  of  inier- 
pretaiion  that  the  expression  of  one  condition  or 
exception  was  an  exclusion  of  all  other  conditions 
or  exceptions.  The  maxim,  ezprasio  vnitu  ttt 
exduiio  alleriu;  applied  to  things  as  well  as  to 
per«ons.  To  deprive  an  applicant,  then,  of  the 
annaity,  on  account  of  her  having  married  a  second 
time,  she  being  a  widow  at  the  time  the  act  was 
passed,  and  still  continntng  unmarried,  was  no- 
thing ;hort  of  an  arbitrary  and  nnwariantable  in- 
troduction, by  way  of  construction  of  a  new  con- 
dition, or  rather  exception,  into  the  act. 

The  act  of  183S  was  a  literal  transcript  of  the 
act  of  1836,  with  this  difference  only,  that  the  act 
1836  required  the  marriage  to  have  taken  place 
bctore  tlie  expiration  of  (he  last  period  of  the 
husband's  service,  and  gave  the  pension  to  the 
widow  during  the  time  she  shoald  remain  nomar- 
lied.  In  no  olher  particular  whatever,  except 
these  two,  was  there  even  the  slightest  verbal 
variance  between  the  two  acts.  The  form  of  ex- 
pression throughout  both  was  otherwise  exactly 
the  rame;  and  it  was  worthy  of  special  notice,  that 
it  having  been  held  by  the  Executive  officers,  under 
the  act  of  1836,  that  an  intervening  second  mar- 
riage deprived  the  widow  of  the  peoMon  given  by 
i'.  Congress,  in  1837,  paned  an  explanatory  act,  de- 
claring that  the  beaefitsof  the  act  of  1886  shoold 
not  be  withheld  from«ny  widow  in  conMquence 
of  her  having  married  after  the  decease  of  ibe  bas- 
band for  whose  services  she  might  claims  be 
allowed  a  pension,  provided  she  was  a  widow  at 
the  time  the  act  was  pB<sed.  It  rould  hardly  have 
been  expected,  after  this  declaratory  act,  this 
legislative  expresssion  of  the  sense  and  meaaiog 
of  the  act  of  1836,  that  the  act  of  1838  would  re- 
ceive a  construction  which  had  been  repudiated  by 
Congress  in  reference  to  an  act  in  langaage  identi- 
cally the  same. 

Toe  qoe^tion  (Mr.  P.  said)  was  not  whether  tb« 
act  of  1838  was  founded  in  justice  or  policy, 
whether  it  was  expedient  or  inexpedient,  or 
whether  it  ought  to  have  been  passed  rr  not.  The 
act  was  the  law  of  the  land,  and  the  question 
wai<,  whether  Ihe  Iftw  should  be  administered  fairly 
and  impartially,  and  be  exeented  in  good  faith, 
according  to  its  plain  meaning  and  intention. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  MONROE. 

;OF  NEW  YORK, 
fa  the  Houf*  o/Aepretenfa'ivtf,  Fc&nwry  3, 1841— On 

the  bill  providing  for  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes. 

The  House  boing  in  Commttee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  [Mr.  Cisbt,  of  Illinois,  in 
the  chair,]  on  the  bill  to  anthor'ze  an  itssue  of 
Treasury  noies;  and  the  question  being  on  the 
niotion  tn  strike  oat  the  enacting  clause: 

Mr.  MONROE  rote  and  said:  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  have  no  disposition  to  debate  this  bill.  I  bad 
hoped  it  would  have  been  snffered  to  pass  wih 
such  discussion  w  had  been  given  to  it  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  But,  contrary  to  my 
expectations  and  my  bo|:es  the  debate  has  taken 
a  very  f>rcat  latitude.  Oentlemen  have  discussed 
Ihe  Florida  war;  they  have  discasstd  the  tobacco 
trade)  thevhave  di'cnised  the  policy  of  Oeneral 
Harrison's  administration  in  advance,  without  pre- 
tending to  know  what  that  policy  will  be;  in  short, 
topics  of  all  kinds  have  been  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  consideration  of  this  bill,  many  of  them  having 
not  the  slightest  legitimate  connection  with  it.    1 


am  not  myself  disposed  lo  take  ap  more  ib« 
twenty  or  thirty  minates  of  the  time  of  the  com- 
miite*.  I  find,  from  the  statements  made  by  ikt 
regular  organ  of  the  Administration  in  this  Hoo-'C, 
the  Chairman  of  the  (Committee  of  Ways  aad 
Means,  [Mr.  JoNas,]  that  the  Qovemacat  is 
withoat  the  necessary  funds  to  carry  on  its  opcif 
tions;  and  much  as  I  am  opposed  to  this  ^an  tt 
iisuing  Treasury  notes,  (to  which  I  am  in  princi. 
pie  opposed,)  yet  we  seem  reduced  to  the  alietBk' 
tive  eiiher  of  suffering  the  wheels  of  Ooveraaeat 
to  stand  still,  without  the  means  to  pay  iu  hatat 
debts,  or  of  resorting  to  this  plan  of  raisiag  i 
diate  funds  for  its  support. 

The  Administration  party  in  this  House  Idl 
that  yon  cannot  raise  money  by  any  olher 
in  time  to  meet  the  exigency.  I  deny  it.  Ifyoi 
would  iisne  Qovemment  bonds,  bearing  inlereit 
at  5  per  cent.  I  hare  no  doubt  that  they  eoald  be 
disposed  of  freely  at  any  moment  in  the  luaey 
markets  of  the  United  Slates.  I  do  not  qnesiMB 
that  you  could  raise  twenty  millions  of  dtrflars,  if 
you  needed  it,  within  thirty  days.  But  that  woald 
not  answer  the  object  of  the  Admiaisiraiion  pai^ 
in  this  House.  They  desire  no  national  debt;  you 
must  not  give  this  thing  the  name  of  a  loan-— for 
that,  they  tell  you,  would  be  creatirg  a  nttioaal 
debt^  whereas,  by  issuing  Treasory  notes,  yoa  an 
bat  asing  the  faith  cf  the  Qovtmmeat  for  the  pat- 
po>e  of  anticipating  its  resenrees  a  short  lime.  I 
will  not  detain  the  commiiteewith  any  disqaisitions 
on  that  point.  I  find  that  the  Qovemmtat  is  with- 
oat the  means  of  paying  its  just  debta.  I  am  de- 
sirous to  grant  those  means  in  some  form  01  other, 
aitd  I  am  not  inclined  to  make  war  npoa  an  Adai- 
nistration  now  about  to  resign  its  power.  We  have 
had  enough  of  that;  for  the  last  eight  or  ten  yean, 
denunciations  have  been  dealt  oat  with  an  nnspar- 
ing  hand.  They  may  retire,  so  far  as  I  am  eoo- 
cerned,  wiihoat  denunciation.  I  make  nose;  I 
have  disapproved  their  measures;  I  have  opposed 
them  to  the  best  of  my  ability;  the  people  have 
rendered  a  verdict  against  thetn,  and  I,  for  oae, 
am  willing  that  they  shoold  go  in  peace.  I  do  not 
approve  (he  course  which  has  been  adopted  towards 
that  party.  I  think  they  shoald  have  bees  per- 
mitted to  go  out  of  power  with  all  the  quetaea 
and  decency  possible.  I  have  no  wiih  to  assail 
them.  I  know  that  there  are  many  honest  meao( 
that  party,  in  this  House  and  this  nation,  who 
differ  honestly  with  me,  and  who,  I  believe,  would 
not  remain  a  single  hour  in  the  ranks  of  that  party 
if  they  did  not  believe  its  motives  to  be  pare  aad 
it t  intentions  honest.  If  I  believed  that  a  majority 
of  the  two  great  parties  now  so  nearly  baUaeed, 
a  opposing  each  other,  most  necessarily  expose  the 
iostitutions  and  the  welfare  of  <  our  coanny,  I 
would  not  live  in  the  land.  Pride  of  opinioa,  we 
know,  induces  men  to  go  farther  in  their  sappett 
of  measures  and  men  lluin  their  candid  jndgmeat 
will  sanction.  They  go  aloag,  step  by  stn,  aad 
at  last  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  proeeed  with 
their  awn  approbation,  or  to  retrace  their  steps 
withoat  incnrring  reproadi  and  denandattoa.  I 
have  no  desire  to  touch  the  acts  of  this  AitaaiBia- 
tration  until  Oeneral  Harrison  shall  lake  the  |daee 
to  which  the  people  have  called  hiia.  If  there  is 
tbe  corruption  in  the  several  depattaMBis  wlueh 
we  believe  to  exist,  let  us  wait  only  a  short  tisM 
and  we  shall  know  its  extent;  and  I  believe  that 
the  Whig  party  will  carry  out  in  sincerity  aad 
good  faith  tbe  reforms  to  which  it  has  pledged  iQ 
self  before  the  whole  people. 

Oeatlemen  have  thought  proper  to  lake  np  the 
lime  of  the  committee  for  several  days  past  ia  "de- 
fining their  positions."  I  wish  they  had  not  deae  se^ 
because  the  business  of  Ibe  country  m^t  have 
gone  on  more  rapidly;  but,  as  the  example  has 
been  set,  I  mast  consume  a  few  miautes  ia  "de- 
fining my  position"  also.  In  doing  this,  I  th^ 
speak  for  myself  flone — I  shall  not  speak  for 
Oeneral  Hanison.  Ofhis  opinions  and  inleatioas 
I  know  no  more  than  any  other  individual  here; 
and  I  shall  leave  his  acts  and  his  measare  to  be 
passed  upon  when  they  shall  be  laid  before  Ike 

country.    Of  one  thing,  however,  lam  satisfied 

that,  be  ihnse  acts  or  measures  what  they  mmf, 
Oeneral  Harrison  can  do  nothing  worse  than  hM 
alteidy  been  done  by  those  who  are  abeat  to  i 
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tlwir  power  into  bis  hands.  TboEe  who  have  had 
my  acquaintance  with  my  public  career,  know  that 
[  did  not  enter  the  ranks  of  the  Opposition  from  the 
mere  love  of  opposition.  I  should  have  been  fclad 
:o  have  seen  tbe  last  (as  well  as  the  present)  Admi- 
listration  go  on  successfully  in  acoorse  of  policy 
»lculaied  |to  promote  the  great  in'erests  of  this 
nation,  and  to  have  given  my  feeble  support  to 
iheu.  Towards  its  bead  I  have  always  main- 
mined  personal  good  feeling,  coupled  to  an  un- 
'eigned  solicitude  that  he  might  so  administer  the 
Sovernment  as  to  secure  the  great  purposes  for 
vbich  it  was  deiigned.  Believing  that  he  had  not 
lone  ao,  I  early  threw  myself  into  ihe  Opposition 
igainst  Qeneral  Jackson's  administration.  I  be- 
iered  that  be  was  uzurpiog  all  \be  doubtful  powers  of 
he  CoBstituiion,  and  I  went  against  him.  And 
«hen  the  present  Adminislration  came  into  power, 
lad  they  done  what  was  right,  I  would  have  gone 
vilh  then.  I  have,  therefure,  gone  with  General 
Elarrison;  I  will  support  bis  adminisiratign  just  so 
ong  as  I  think  it  is  right,  and  no  longer.  I  am 
inder  ne  obligation  to  him  or  any  other  man  who 
may  be  called  to  the  helm  of  this  Government,  to 
iupport  him  one  hoar  longer  than  I  can  approve 
lis  measuris  and  believe  that  they  will  promote 
he  interest  and  the  welfare  of  our  common  country; 
>o,  not  a  moment.  And  {  care  not  whether  he  is 
a  favor  of  a  Bank  of  the  United  Slates — of  a  dis- 
xibution  af  ifae  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
ands — or  of  a  tariff;  I  shall  look  at  bis  measures 
u  a  whole,  and,  as  such,  I  shall  pats  my  jadg- 
nent  npon  them.  If  I  believe  that  there  is  enough 
if  good  in  those  measures,  I  shall  support  them — 
f  I  believe  they  are  fraught  with  evil,  I  will  op- 
Kise  them.  This  has  been  my  uniform  course, 
ind  I  pledge  myself  to  men  of  all  parties  that  I 
iball  not  depart  from  it  for  the  time  to  come.  I 
im  not  going  to  talk  about  my  patriotism,  nor  am 
:  willing  to  judge  in  advance  what  are  to  be  the 
neasures  of  General  Harrison;  I  leave  his  policy  to 
lim,  simply  remarking  that,  whatever  it  may  be,  I 
ihall  watch  it  narrowly. 

The  qnestion  of  the  tariff  has  been  brought  up 
luring  the  discussion  on  this  Treasury  note  bill. 
[  have  been  a  close  observer  of  the  course  of 
Joolhem  gentlemen  on  this  floor  and  elsewhere;  and 
[  now  saf,  with  all  respect,  that  it  is  my  honest 
wnviction  that  you  cannot  get  any  one  Southern 
nan,  giving  him  a  week  to  do  it  io,  to  bring  in  a 
aiiff  bill  which  any  other  Southern  man  will  ap- 
>rov«.  In  other  words,  I  do  not  believe  yon  can 
;et  any  two  Southern  men  to  agree  upon  a  tariff  for 
bis  country.  Nay,  I  go  further,  and  say  that  if, 
leichance,  they  should  agree  upon  a  bill  and 
boold  both  vote  for  it,  one  or  the  other  would,_at 
be,  MWf  next  meeting  of  Congrees,  move  its  repeal 
>r  modification.  There  is  a  total  want  of  affinity 
n  all  their  views.  Tbe  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  near  me,  [Mr.  Pickbms,]  asksmewbe- 
ber  Northern  men  can  agreel  I  gay,  yes;  and  the 
eaaon  is  to  be  traced  directly  to  the  common 
cbool  system — to  that  practical,  sound,  common 
sense  derived  from  these  schools.  And  with  all 
be  pride  which  I  feel  at  the  recollection  that  I 
vac  bom  in  tbe  Ek>ath,  ihonnh  at  very  earljt  years 

went  10  the  North,  I  will  6ay  that,  notwitb- 
landing  all  the  professions  we  hear,  I  do  not 
bink  that  there  is  any  more  individual  honesty  in 
he  South  than  in  tbe  North;  I  am  disposed,  howw 
i»er,  10  give  to  tbe  South  a  Utile  more  credit  for 
iking  «oii8ittotional  ab6tiacik>n8  and  for  dealing  in 
ecbnicaliiiea,  about  which,  as  I  have  stated,  no 
we  men  amongst  then  can  agree,  "niey  tell  yon 
leie  that  (hey  will  not  go  for  a  duty  ou  silks  and 
vinea.  Wbyt  "Gentlemen  of  the  South  (say 
hey)  VAtch  this  thing  well;  these  men  frem  tbe 
^orib,  who  understand  their  intereeu  belter  than 
ron  do,  may  commence  with  a  pin,  but  they  will 
«eiuea  laigt  entering  wedge  before  they  have 
lone;  be  ob  your  guard,  therefore."  Kow,  sir,  I 
«y  that,  to  far  as  I  know  and  believe,  there  is  no 
Btaotum  in  Ihe  North  to  attempt  such  a  violation 
)f  the  rigbisoftbe  South  aa  is  here  indicated.  The 
liaple  question  is,  what  will  Southern  genilemea 
)n  this  lloortell  \u  they  are  willing  to  lax  ia  order 
o  ereaie  a  levcanel  I  want  nose  of  their  abstraa* 
ions.  Idenotwauihem  to  t*ll  me  that  we  do 
totrtfaiieBoiMy.    I  kiMnr.a*  mwhalwu  that. 


as  they  do.  But,  let  them  tell  me  what  they  are 
willing  to  tax  in  order  to  raise  revenue?  Let  them 
name  tbe  ariielef;aa<l  I  will  undertake  to  say  that 
my  friends  will  meet  their  views,  if  even  they 
should  partially  militate  against  the  interests  of  the 
North.  Let  gentlemen  from  tbe  South  name  any 
fair  thin?,  and  adhere  to  it,  and  we  will  make  a 
compromise  with  them.  Some  years  ago  they 
came  here  and  demanded  a  modification  of  the 
tariff,  which  resulted  in  the  act  commonly  known 
as  the  compromise  act.  At  that  time  it  was  urged 
in  theSuutb  that  luxuries  ought  to  be  taxed.  Well; 
the  Noith  said,  if  necessary,  tax  them.  The  com- 
promise bill  passed,  and  now  the  South  tells  the 
North,  yon  shall  not  tax  there  luxuries,  because, 
though  you  may  commence  with  a  pin,  yoit  will 
make  a  large  entering  wedge  before  you  have 
done.  Sir,  that  is  not  our  mode  of  proceediag, 
Tbe  North  anks  the  South  to  adhere  lo  the  com- 
promise act;  they  do  not  desire  to  disturb  it.  Bat 
the  South  comes  now  and  lakes  a  direct  issue  with 
the  North  upon  Northern  principles,  on  the  score 
of  what?  Of  the  great  watcblnlness  of  ths  South 
onlthe  tariff  queition. 

There  are  two  subjects  which  Southern  gentle- 
men on  this  floor  seem  extiemely  'tenacious  of 
keeping  ap.  Why,  I  know  not.  I  admit  ihe 
generosity,  the  talent,  and  tbe  high  mindedness  of 
the  South;  but  it  would  be  well,  I  think,  if  they 
conld  discover  some  other  objects  on  which  to  test 
their  abstactions.  They  have  taken  np  abolition 
with  a  great  noise,  and  that  matter  being  about 
used  up,  they  have  gone  back  and  taken  Northern 
ground  on  tbe  tariff,  and  assumed  that  as  high-toned 
Southern  ground.  We  are  without  revenue;  and 
now  th«  simple  question  which  arises  is  this:  Will 
the  Congress  of  tbe  United  States  tax  certain  aiti- 
eles  of  luxury  (or,  if  you  choose  to  say  manufac- 
tures, be  it  so)  for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenUel 
We  only  ask  you  to  name  the  articles  from  which 
revenue  shall  be  derived,  because  we  must  have  it; 
no  man  doubts  that,  let  him  read  the  Secretary 'd 
report  as  much  as  he  pleases.  What  the  amount 
may  be,  is  not  so  certain — gentlemen  differ  about 
iL  The  gentleman  f^om  Georgia  [Mr.  Black] 
has  proved  lo  the  entire  satisfaction  of  himself, 
and,  I  suppose,  of  his  political  friends,  if  of  no  one 
else,  that  bis  object  is  to  avoid  increasing  the  re- 
venue, becau-se,  be  says,  we  shall  have,  in  the 
coarse  of  two  years,  by  an  ai  valortm  duty  of  20 
percent,  a  revenue  of  thirty-two  millions  of  dol- 
lars; and  be  fears,  if  it  is  increased,  that  there  will 
be  a  scrambling  for  Ihe  loaves  and  fishes.  I  have 
no  such  fear;  at  all  events,  I  can  assure  him  that 
his  distinguished  friend,  in  Ihe  other  wing  of  the 
Capitol  [Mr.  Calroitn]  will  look  warily  to  that 
matter  at  tbe  proper  time. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  speak  to  Southern 
gentlemen  in  a  disrespectful  manner;  and  had  I  not 
myself  been  born  in  the  South,  I  would  not  have 
spoken  so  plainly  as  I  have  done.  But  I  feel 
aothorized  to  take  great  latitude  in  the$e  matters. 
I  do  not  come  heie  forgetting  that  I  was  born  in  the 
Sontb,  although  1  am  a  repressntative  from  a 
Northern  Stale;  nor  do  I  wish  to  claim  any  thing 
from  the  South  beyond  what  I  am  willing  the 
South  should  claim  from  me.  But  in  telling  them 
that  our  cotnmnn  schools  of  the  North  have  en- 
lightened onr  citizens— that  ihe  plain  common 
sense  education  which  we  g^ve  to  our  youth  has 
fitted  them  for  the  business  of  the  world,  and  hAs 
enabled  tbem  to  jump  over  the  abstractions  with 
which  my  friends  of  the  Sooth  are  eternally  an- 
noying themselves  and  us,  I  tell  tbem  no  more 
than  the  Uuih.  It  was  well  enough  to  discuss 
these  things  under  the  colonial  system.  [Mr.  H. 
here  adverted  to  the  course  of  education  pursued 
under  the  colonial  system,  and  its  effects  on  the 
character  and  minds  of  the  young  men  of  the 
country,  but  he  was  not  heard  distinctly  by  the 
reporter.    Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  as  followr:] 

We  have  all  learned  that  this  is  a  better  Govern- 
ment now  than  it  was  supposed  to  b<t  at  the  time  of 
its  formation;  and  every  man  of  us  will  rally  in  its 
defence,  no  matter  what  his  education  may  have 
been. 

There  is  another  thing  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. With  all  their  national  feelings.  Southern 
genilemen  may  be  better  read  in  the  Constitntion 


than  we  are — ^ihey  watch  it  with  a  closer  vigilance 
than  we  do — as  the  weaker  man  will  watch  the 
movements  of  his  stronger  adversary  vrith  a  keen 
and  fixed  contemplation.  Tbe  balance  of  power 
we  know  is  not  exactly  even.  But  let  us  alone  in 
the  North—our  eyes  are  upon  you— and  we  regard 
your  rights  much  more  than  yon  suppose.  And 
although  you  may  understand  conttiiutional  ques- 
tions better  than  we  do  in  the  North,  yet,  let  me  ' 
say,  the  North  is  not  less  patriotic  or  less  national; 
and  though  the  Ken  of  the  North  may  be  very 
careful  of  their  own  intereits,  yet  that  they  will 
show  as  ready  a  hand  and  as  good  a  sword  in  tbe 
common  defence  as  ever  the  South  can  boast;  that 
they  will  give  their  blood  as  freely  and  come 
up  to  the  liite,  if  need  be,  in  tbe  day  of  baltif, 
with  as  little  dodging  as  the  South  or  any  portion 
of  it. 

One  word  in  relation  to  protection.  In  am^not 
in  favor  of  protecting  manufaetures;  but  I  will  take 
the  rouble  to  show  what  Mr.  Madison  thought  of 
thai  as  a  question  of  right  I  am  not  going  to  dis- 
cuss the  subject.  I  want  nothing  of  that  kind' be. 
yond  what  the  compromise  act  gives  us.  I 'have 
not  a  dollar  in  tbe  manufacturing  interests.  But 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  showing  what  was  Mr. 
Madison's  view  of  the  constitutional  power,  I  wilt 
read  the  preamble  of  the  second  law  passed  by 
Congress  in  1789,  and  which  was  draughted  bjr 
him.    It  is  in  the  following  words: 

"Whema  It  ia  necenarj  forttie  support  of  Oorernmcnt, 
for  Die  diKliarge  of  deliu  of  tin  IJiiited  Siataa,  and  Iha 
encoura^emenl  and  prolacUon  of  maauraciarara,  tltat  du- 
tiea  t)e  laid  on  gooda^  wares,  and  mercliaDdiaes  iniportad. 

Now,  Mr.  Madison  thought  that  the  right  to  pro* 
tecl  did  exist,  or  be  would  not  have  stated  so  in 
this  law.  My  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisi] 
will  not  gainsay  any  thing  that  was  ever  pro- 
claimed by  that  illustrious  man.  And  let  me  say 
that  I  myself  defer  to  his  authority  the  more 
williogly  because  he  did  not  deal  quite  so  much  in 
abstractions  as  some  gentlemen,  professing  to  be 
his  followers,  do. 

Mr.  Wise,  here  rose,  and  desired  lo  know 
whether  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Mow- 
Koc]  had  been  educated  in  one  of  the  eommon 
scbnols  of  the  North? 

Mr.  MonBoK  said  he  had    received   preciona 
little  education    any   where,  but   he  knew   one 
thing,  that  be  had  lived  too  long  in  the  South  in 
hi-i  early  years  to  have  received  any  thin^  lika  a . 
practical  education. 

Mr.  Wise.  Then  I  have  had  ihe~  ad  vantage  of 
Ihe  gentleman;  for  I  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
tie  North. 

Mr.  MoNROK.  Then  you  have  bad  a  great  ad- 
rantage  over  me  in  having  been  educated  any 
where.  And  Ibis  accounts  for  tbe  removal  of 
local  prejudices,  the  liberal  feeling,  practical  de- 
ductions and  illustrations  of  my  friend  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise  ]  Though  I  do  not  concur 
in  whxle  with  his  remarks  the  other  day,  I  confess 
that  I  listened  with  pleasure  to  them,  and  that  I  ac- 
corded my  apprcbation  to  much  that  fell  from  him. 
And  here  let  me  say  that  tbe  honorable  gentleman 
has  publicly  expressed  that  which  I  and  many  of 
our  friends  on  this  floor  in  private  have  de- 
clared. 

L  hope  that  I  shall  not  be  understood  as  in- 
tending, by  any  remarks  I  may  make  in  relation  to 
the  common  schools  of  the  North,  to  cast  any  re- 
flection upon  my  friends  of  tbe  South.  However 
much  my  friend  fiom  Virginia  and  myself  may 
differ  as  to  national  policy,  no  one  will  qnestion 
bis  patriotism  and  purity  of  intention;  and  I  take 
p'easare,  and  it  is  due  to  him,  to  »ay,  thai,  what- 
ever may  be  his  difference  of  opinion  with  political 
friends,  there  is  no  member  on  this  floor  who  has 
more  the  personal  confidence,  respect,  and  good 
feelings  of  this  House,  without  regard  to  party, 
than  the  gentleman  himself. 

I  have  one  word  to  say  in  reply  to  my  eolteagne 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Bibitabo.]  He  has  laid 
down  rather  a  broader  basis  of  action,  in  the  re- 
marks be  made,  than  I  am  willing  to  sanction. 
Bat  he  was  dealing  only  in  generalities;  and  I  dp 
not  doubt  that,  when  he  comes  to  particulars,  be 
and  I  shall  agree  perfectly  well.  There  was  not 
much  of  attraction,  however,  in  what  be  said — 
there  wa$  a  straightforward  candor  abottt  ft  tm,- 
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niher  alarmed  mc.  I  was  a  Utile  afraid  that  he 
was  letting  out  rxther  more  than  Oeneral  Harrison 
woald  7eature  to  confirm.  Bat  my  coUeagae  can 
make  a  speech  for  himself.  We  shall  be  here,  I 
suppose,  as  we  are  in  New  York — we  shall  have 
much  to  do  to  keep  oarselvei  in  power — and  all  we 
can  say  is,  that  we  will  sustain  General  Harrison 
60  long  as  he  is  right.  New  York  will  not  sup- 
port him  if  he  is  in  the  wroDg.  She  lepodiated  her 
own  son — notwithstanding  State  pride  and  perso' 
nalgood  feeling  could  not  hare  rallied  far  rbort  of 
twenty  ihonsand  votes  in  bis  favor.  I  cast  mine 
against  him  wiih  much  rtlaclance.  !('  I  could 
have  got  from  him  aoy  thing  like  the  shadow  of  a 
promise  that  he  wonld  put  away  from  him  (he  cor- 
inpt  men  (I  speak  not  of  his  Cabinet)  who  hare 
been  brought  into  office,  and  who  bare  introduced 
into  this  Government  the  abitses  and  iniquities 
which  hare  so  long  prevaded  it,  I  wonld  still  have 
gone  with  him.  I  do  at  the  same  lime  believe 
that,  had  the  President  kaown  the  cbaracler  of 
these  men,  there  are  nine  out  of  every  ten  ef  them 
wham  he  would  never  have  appointed.  The 
ratio  of  qualification  has  been  reduced  wiihin  ten 
or  twelve  years  more  than  80  per  c-nt. — almost  as 
heavy  a  ratio  as  that  in  which  my  friend's  tobacco 
[Mr.  Triflbtt]  is  taxed  ia  France.  And  I  went 
•gainst  Mr.  Van.  Buren  becau!;e  I  believed  that 
the  great  moral  principles  upcn  which  this  GaTerc- 
ment  was  based  could  not  be  suslaiufd  unless  our 
offices  were  filled  with  men  of  lalent,  capacity,  and 
hone&ty.  Sometimes,  to  be  sure,  he  has  appoiuted 
men  of  talents;  in  other  instances  he  has  jumped 
over  every  the  ordinary  requisites  of  a  common 
school  education;  and,  in  others,  he  has  appointed 
men  to  take  charge  of  public  concerns  whom  he 
weald  not  have  entrusted  with  his  own  private 
affairs^men  who  could  not  do  that  which  was 
honest;  for  my  experience  teaches  me  that  if  men 
will  cheat  you  before  they  get  into  effice,  they 
are  not  apt  to  let  a  chance  for  doing  so  escape  them 
after. 

My  Celleagne  from  New  York  [Mr.  BiRWAmD] 
has  not  attempted  to  compromit  any  portion  of  this 
House,  but  be  has  laid  down,  his  plans  pretty 
broadly;  and  I  bare  a  word  to  say  as  to  some  uf 
tbem. 

Mr.  Babmabo  asked  the  gentleman  to  specify 
when,  or  in  what  pariieular,  be  had  laid  dswn  loo 
broadly. 

Mr.  MoNROx.  I  will  go  into  particulart  soon; 
for  instance  as  to  internal  improremeats. 

Mr.  Harvard.  I  know  that  iu  various  quarters 
of  the  House  some  portion,  and  probably  this  por- 
tion, of  my  remarks  has  been  objected  to,  upon  the 
ground  that  they  were  too  broad — that  I  go  for 
too  much — for  too  mach  expenditure.  Now,  if  the 
remarks  I  made  here  should  be  written  out  and 
published,  and  gentlemen  nill  do  methejus;ice 
to  lock  at  them,  they  will  find  that,  from  the  be- 
ginning to  the  end,  1  recommended  no  system  of  in- 
ternal improvement  whatever.  I  do  complain  that 
this  Admiaistration  has  abandoned  a  system  of 
weiks,  partly  executed,  in  the  midst,  and  sufiTered 
them  to  run  into  dilapidation  and  decay.  I  do 
not  contend  that  all  the  wcrks  which  have  been  un- 
dertaken should  be  carried  on;  probably  some  of 
them  should  be  abandoned.  But  none  of  us  sup- 
pose that  all  should  be  abandoned,  and  I  am  in 
favor  of  finishing  thos^  which  shonldnot.  1  go 
for  the  improvement  of  harbors  and  rivers;  and 
whenerer  the  improvement  of  a  harbor  or  river  is 
conceded  by  the  good  sense  of  the  Oovernmeni,  as 
well  as  af  the  whole  country,  to  be  proper,  I  say  it 
should  be  made.  That  is  my  position.  Bat  I 
look  no  particular  ground.  I  do  not  specify  what 
the  particular  improvements  are,  nor  how  much 
money  should  be  expended,  ner  any  thing  about 
them. 

I  will  add  that  I  do  not  think  my  friend  and  col- 
league will  ever  find  me  voting  for  a  single  hatbor 
or  river  which  he  would  not  himself  go  for. 

Mr.  Monroe.  The  allusion  I  made  to  my 
colleague  [Mr.  Barnard]  has  answered  one  good 
purpose,  at  least,  in  bringing  bim  to  the  floor  to 
explain  his  own  position;  aod  J  trust  that  his  ex- 
planation will  quiet  the  coascience  of  the  gentle- 
DfMA  (tmu  Georgia,  [Mr.  Black.]    I  hope  it  may 


have  that  eSeci,  for  he  really  manifested  much 
solicitude  on  the  subject. 

[Mr.  Alfobd,  of  (3eergia,  here  addressed  the 
inquiry  to  Mr.  MeKaox:  What  effect  do  you 
think  a  tariff  on  silks  and  wiues  would  have  on  the 
cotton  of  my  region  of  country?] 

Mr.  MoKROK.  I  will  answer  the  'inquiry- 
promptly.  My  iriend  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Alpord] 
endeavored  yesterday  to  get  the  floor,  but  did  not 
succeed.  I  was  sorry  he  did  not,  because  I  think, 
if  he  had,  it  would  have  saved  me  the  necessityjcf 
taking  it  lo-day.  But  as  regards  the  effect  which  a 
tax  on  silks  and  wines  wonld  have  on  his  cotton, 
I  am  satisfied  that,  with  all  the  ingenuity  which 
Southern  gentlemen  can  bring  to  bear  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  with  all  the  arguments  they  can  possibly 
advance,  they  cannot  show  that  it  will  have  any 
effect  in  reducing  the  price  of  their  cotton  the 
smallest  part  of  a  farthing;  nor  do  I  know  that  it 
wonld  have  the  effect  of  increasing  the  price.  I 
cannot  see  how  the  thing  is  possible.  Yet  this  I 
will  say,  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Georg'a 
should  succeed  in  obtaining  the  floor,  and  should 
convince  me  that  such  a  tax  would  militate  aught 
against  the  South  or  any  of  its  interests,  I  will  go 
against  it  here-  and  elsewhere.  Bat  I  cannot  dis- 
cover how  it  can  be.  I  know  that,  not  having  the 
kind  of  education  peculiar  lo  my  friends  of  the 
South,  I  may  be  at  fault  in  these  things.  But  I  do 
say,-here  in  my  place,  that  a  tax  on  luxuries  seems 
to  me  to  be  the  most  equitable  that  can  be  devised. 
I  speak  of  luxuries  which  the  working-classes  do 
not  use,  and  which  the  wealthy  (I  will  not  eay  the 
superior  classes,  -for  there  is  no  such  distinction 
m&de  by  an  American)  do  use.  I  say  luxuries 
ought  to  be  taxed.  Does  a  laboring  man  on  my 
farm  drink  wine  habitually?  No.  Well,  t  do  not 
want  to  put  a  tax  upon  silks  to  prevent  his  wife 
wearing  a  silk  gown;  but  where  his  wife  does  not 
buy  more  than  one  in  a  year,  and  my  family  buy 
ten  or  a  dozen  to  that  one,  I  lax  myself;  I  put  that 
tax  where  it  ought  to  be.  So  with  wines.  When 
the  laboring  man  drinks  no  wine,  and  I  drink 
wine  as  freely  as  I  desire,  I  am  willing  to  pay  for 
it — not  merely  such  an  amount  as  will  pay  the 
importer,  but  such  an  additional  amount  as  will 
bring  revenue  into  the  Treasury,  and  in  some  de- 
gree relieve  the  laboring  class  from  taxation.  If 
you  want  no  more  money — if  your  tariff  is  all 
right — leave  it  so.  But  if  you  do  require  money — 
if  your  tarif  is  not  adequate  to  all  the  iodispen- 
Sdble  purposes  of  the  Government,  then  I  say  I 
am  willing  to  tax  any  thing  that  the  South  will 
name;  let  it  be  my  carriage  or  my  horses,  or  what 
it^may,  I  will  go  with  them.  But  1  think  they  do 
not  treat  us  with  entire  fairness  in  declining  to 
name  any  one  thing  on  which  they  are  willing  a 
tax  should  be  imposed. 

One  word,  further.  If  your  revenue  is  exactly 
what  it  should  be  now,  if  yon  really  do  not  want 
another  dollar,  I,  for  one,  would  relieve  the  tax 
upon  certain  articles  that  are  now  taxed  and  used 
by  the  laboring  classes,  and  I  would  lay  it,  where 
it  ought  to  be  laid,  upon  luxuries,  even  if  I  wanted 
to  derive  precisely  the  same  revenue  we  have  now, 
and  no  more.  We  have  no  intention  of  interfering 
with  the  compromise  act;  no  man  at  the  North  en- 
tertains such  an  idea — I,  at  leatt,  never  heard  of 
one  who  did.  Every  dictate  of  honor,  every  prin- 
ciple ofjn.'itice,  every  feeling  that  should  exist  in 
the  heart  of  an  American,  forbids  it.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  I  say  to  my  friends  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  if  yon  have  deficient  funds  at  the  present 
to  answer  ihe  current  wants  of  the  present  year, 
yonr  duty  is  not  yet  ended;  you  must  not  stop 
there.  You  have  other  objects  to  accomplish;  you 
cannot  suffer  yonr  couiMty  to  remain  in  the  defence- 
less condition  in  which  she  now  is.  You  are  not 
in  a  state  to  meet  a  foreign  foe.  If  you  do  that 
which,  I  believe,  your  duty  a^  statesman  requires 
yon  to  do,  you  will  not  abandon  this  Hall  without 
appropriating  at  least  three  millions  of  dollars  for 
the  increase  of  your  Navy,  and  three  millions  for 
yonr  fortifications  and  your  harbors.  If  you  have 
enough  for  the  present  moment,  be  assured  yon 
have  not  enough  for  the  future.  Yon  bare  been 
fast  asleep  in  all  matters  connected  with  your  Navy, 
your  Army,  your  fortifications,  and  every  thing 
else — as  if  we  never  again  were  to  have  a  war. 


I  have  seem  enough  of  the  politics  of  the  world  tot 
the  last  tea  years  lo  satisfy  me  that  there  are  yet 
enough  of  bad  passions,  selfish  motives,  aod  rea- 
less  ambition  to  bring  a  war  upon  us  at  any  mo- 
ment. I  say  its  flames  may  be  kindled  ia  a  mt- 
ment;  that  we  onght  to  put  oiir  country  in  a  slate 
of  preparation  for  it;  and  that  we  are  bound  to  da 
so.  I  see,  indeed,  no  prospect  of  war  lo-morrov, 
nor  the  next  day,  nor  withinthe  year,  if  yon  please; 
but  there  may  ti«  soon — there  may  be  ia  leas  ihaa 
five  yea's.  There  is  no  wisdom,  there  is  no  potiey, 
in  {this  slip-shod  mode  of  legislating  foe  ibe  coos- 
try — nor  is  there  any  necessiQr  for  it.  It  is  disre- 
putable, it  is  on  wot  thy  the  Representatives  of  a 
free  people;  and  I  will  go  for  an  increase  of  the  re- 
venue for  the  purpose  of  putting  our  country  ia  a 
state  of  defence,  whenever  we  can  do  so  withooi 
a  violation  of  the  compromise  act.  I  have  no  pre- 
dilection for  being  whipped  by  a  foreign  fo^  bat 
whipped  we  certainly  shall  be  one  of  these  days  if 
a  war  should  come  and  find  us  in  the  defeneelesi 
condition  in  which  we  now  are.  I  am  no  alamisL 
If  a  war  comes,  I  shall  take  my  dianee;  bar  I  say 
that  we  ought  to  raise  a  revenue  from  some  soaree 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  our  Army  or  Navy,  and 
our  coast  defences  in  a  proper  condition.  I  am 
not  in  favor  of  an  nnnecessary  increase  of  the 
Army,  but  I  wish  to  see  it  in  a  proper  cooditioii;  I 
wish  to  put  oar  forts  in  to  a  state  ofdefencr;  I  wish 
to  build  steam-ships,  to  be  ready  in  ease  of  need; 
and,  if  not  needed,  and  they  rot,  why,  supply  their 
places  with  others. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  wish  te  eonsame  more 
of  the  time  of  the  Committee.  \  have  aUeady 
said  much  more  than  I  intended.  I  will  not  now 
say  any  thing  as  to  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  nor  will  I  enter  in:o 
any  discussion  upon  the  Florida  war,  and  all  saeh 
matters.  I  will  conclude  by  saying  that,  thoogh  I 
know  noth  ng  of  the  policy  which  General  Hmrnsam 
intends  to  pursue,  yet  I  shall  support  him  and  hii 
measures  so  long  a«  I  believe  them  to  b:  coodocive 
lo  the  public  good.  I  hope  he  will  take  his  coarse 
firmly,  and  with  a  single  eye  to  Ihe  welfare  of  his 
country.  I  believe  that,  if  Mr.  Van  Boren  had 
done  so — if  he  bad  directed  his  attention  more  to 
the  discharge  of  his  duty  to  the  Constiturion  and 
the  laws,  and  less  to  his  own  political  prospect* — if 
he  had  looked  more  to  our  foreign  policy  and  less 
to  his  own  domestic  policy — I  say  I  believe  he 
would  not  now  have  been  called  upon,  by  the  over- 
wbtlming  voice  of  the  freemen  of  ihis  land,  *o 
soon  to  descend  from  his  high  political  station.  I 
trust  his  example  may  serve  as  a  beacon  to  all  who 
may  succeed  him. 


DEBATE  ON  THE  TREASURY  NOTE  BILU 
'SPEECH  OF  MR.  WISE, 

'  OF  VIRQINU. 

In  the  HtvM  of  MepratnUtiva,  JauMry  S7. 1841— 

On  the  bill  providing  for  an  issoe  of  Treaaaiy 

notes. 

Mr.  WISE,  having  obtained  the  door  om  the 
question  tu  strike  out  the  enacting  cJaata  of  the 
bill  to  authorise  an  issue  of  Trearary  notes,  u  Ite 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  oC  iheUnioa, 
rose  and  said — 

Mr.  Chairman!  Before  I  proceed  to  diaenaathe 
question  before  the  committee,  I  beg  leave  lo  nnve 
a  fact  which  I  stated  the  other  day,  by  the  permnaaa 
of  the  genilaman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  BauuaaJ 
when  he  had  the  floor,  and  which,  I  am  iafonMd, 
was  contradicted  by  a  member  from  OUo^  [Mr. 
Duncan,]  when  I  was  not  in  my  seat. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  was  speakiag  ef 
facts  in  his  possession  going  to  show  Ihai  Ihm  » 
an  anknown,  unliquidated  amount  of  pwbde  debt 
now  outstanding,  and  the  payment  of  which  hat 
probably  been  postponed  by  the  present  ftdminii 
traiion,  to  fall  apoa  those  who  are  to  succeed.  A* 
corroborating  and  establishing  this  fact,  I  obtuaii 
the  gentleman's  permission  to  stale  that,  duiaf  lbs 
last  fall's  political  cainpaign,  I  had  pat  into  my 
hands  two  ctrcnhus,  signed  by  the  nnprriiitsMkM 
of  works  at  Old  Point  Comfort  and  the  Rip  Bap«> 
notifying  the  owners  of  slaves  who  were  labann 
on  those  works  that  tb»a  laboteis  wo«U  maikt 
paid  until  the  6nt  day  of  Jawaijj 


ran.  1841. 
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Treasury  Note  Bill— Mr.  Wise. 


H.  ot  Repi. 


Mrbaps,  not  antil  the  Bci-t.  day  of  April  next;  and 
^aitber,  thai  the  pay  of  the  Uborets,  after  a  given 
lay,  would  be  Iedu<^ed  frpm  sixty  to  fiity  cents  per 
liem.  In  verification  of  this  statement  I  now  pro- 
luce,  frona  the  Richmond  Whig  of  the  35tli  iost. 
be  following  as  a  true  copy  of  the  circalais  I  saw 
uidressed  id  different  individual;: 

"EMoiNEBR'a  Oppiob, 
"Old  Ponrr  Comiout,  August  18, 1840. 

**Bift:  Tou  «re  hereby  informed  that  the  laborer*  employed 
<a  tba  IbctifleiUioni  in  Himptoo  Roads  will  not  be  paid  until 
he  1st  day  of  January,  or,  should  the  Govcmmeiit  prefer  it, 
lotil  (he  let  day  of  April  next. 

"Toq  ars  also  Informed  that,  under  the  present  circunutancea, 
bo  pay  of  the  laboE«ra,  after  the  lat  day  of  September  ftexl, 
till  be  fixed  at  fifty  cents  per  day,  iostead  of  sixty  cents,  whidl 
I  noir  paid  for  tJiem. 

■n  am,  Willi  respect,  air,  yotir  obedient  lerrant, 

"R.  E.  Ds  RUdSY,  Lieut.  Col.  Engineers. 

"To  Mr.  Wm .  jBstusaB,  Uampton.*' 
Two  cirenlarii  like  this,  in  (veiy  word  and 
ignre,  were  placed  in  my  bands  at  Hampton,  and 
I  have  one  now,  in  mannscript,  signed  by  this 
lame  officer,  Lieut.  Col.  R.  B.  Oe  Rnssy,  who,  I 
im  confident,  woald  not  have  i.<»ued  such  circu- 
ars  wiiboat  anthority  from  the  War  Department, 
tt  vindication,  sir,  af  that  officer,  I  now  ask  my 
lonorable  colleagae  [Mr.  Jones]  whether  he  knows 
hat  the  Secretary  of  War  did  canse  to  be  iisaed 
luthority  for  this  circular? 

[Mr.  Jones  of  Virginia  said  that,  after  a  conver- 
ation  with  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Wisb,]  be  (Mr. 
FoHEs)  bad  called  on  th:  Secretary  of  War  lo  as- 
lertam  the  facts  of  the  case;  he  had  expected  that  he 
honid,  ere  this,  have  receivtd  a  written  commu- 
kication  on  the  snbjeci;  he  bad,  however,  under- 
tood  ihe  Serreiary  of  War  to  stale  that,  ander  the 
lower  conferred  npon  the  President  by  the  act  of 
he  last  session,  to  postpone  the  appropriations  for 
brtifications,  &e.  written  instructions  were  given  to 
lie  saperiBtmdenisof  the  works  from  which  it  was 
iroposed  to  niihbold  the  appropriations,  to  dis- 
;harge  the  laborers  employed  on  tbem;  retaining  as 
nany  as  might  be  necessary  lo  preserve  and  teke 
'are  of  a  large  amount  of  perishable  property  be- 
on^ting  to  the  United  States.  That  this  course  was 
endered  necessary  in  consequence  of  an  appre- 
lended  deficiency  in  the  Treasury,  which  would 
>ni  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Department  to  ad- 
ranc;  funds  for  these  objects,  nntil  the  1st  of  Jana- 
iry,  1841,  or  the  Isl  of  April;  and  that  the  laborers 
implojred  should  have  notice  of  these  instraotions, 
IS  well  as  ihe  owners  of  slaves,  where  slaves  were 
mployed,  and  that  it  was  at  the  earnest  request  of 
be  laborers  themselves,  that  they  were  allowed  lo 
10  on,  wiib  a  distinct  nnderstandin'g  that  they 
roald  not  be  paid  until  either  the  1st  of  January  or 
he  1st  of  April,  at  the  pleasure  of  ihe  Government. 
Is  to  the  redaction  of  wag^-s,  of  which  his  eol- 
eague  spoke,  he  bad  called  the  attention  of  the 
Jeereiary  to  that  cubject  also;  and  his  answer  was, 
hat  there  existed  no  Kood  reason,  in  his  opinion, 
rhy  the  persons  employed  on  the  public  works 
bonld  be  paid  higher  wagei  than  were  received 
>y  those  doing  like  service  in  other  places;  and 
hat  the  wage*  paid  were  a  full  equivalent  for  the 
ervices  performed.] 

Mr.  Wiss.  I  Ibank  my  colleagne  for  Vs  frank 
tnswer,  Vbich  confirms  my  statement,  and  shows 
bat  Lt.  Col.  R.  E.  De  Russy  had  aaiborily  for  is- 
«tng  this  circular.  My  object  was  to  show  by  the 
iiatement  that  there  is  an  outitanding  pubUe  debt — 
inhnown,  nnliqaidated,  unmeasured.  But  I  now 
!0  further,  and  say  that  payment  for  work  and  la- 
tor  done  and  performed  and  for  goods  furnished  for 
Government  has  been  postponed  without  notice  to 
rediiors  before  the  work  was  done,  or  the  goods 
arnisbed.  I  have  a  witness  on  this  floor  who,  I 
>elieve,  is  himself  a  public  creditor,  without  notice 
>erore  the  debt  was  contracted,  to  whom  payment 
Uts,  in  like  manner,  been  pcsiponed.  I  refer  to 
ny  colleagne  from  the  Norfolk  district,  [Mr.  Mal- 
:.omv,]  and  ask  him  to  slate  whether  such  be  not  Ihe 
act. 

[Mr.  M1M.0RT,  in  answer  to  the  call  nf  bis  col- 
eague,  observed  that  the  statement  made  by  Mr. 
Wise,  save  in  one  particolar,  was  substantially 
sorreet.  The  Qovernment  was  not  indebted  to  Mr. 
M.  for  anything,  whatever  it  might  be  to  his  neigh- 
bors. I^e  eironUr  jnst  read  to  the  Hon.ce  be 
M>ald  vooeh  for,  having  seen  several  last  sommer 
n  the  bands  of  his  eonstilaents,  who  were  not  a 
lita«  (Biptiaed  at  the  nottee,  W  wIk),  htvag  re- 


tained Ibeir  slaves  for  the  purpose  of  working  on 
these  fortifications,  had  no  choice  left  but  10  keep 
them  at  home  in  idleness,  or  to  trust  the  United 
Slates  for  their  wages.  The  officer  saperiniending 
these  wnrks,  he  well  knew,  had  not  acted  withoat 
instructioos  from  headquarters,  and  be  felt  assured 
that  his  neighbors  bad  made  no  such  application  a« 
that  alladed  to  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  read  at  the  Clerk's  desk  a  few  days  ago.  This 
postponement  proceeded,  doubtless,  from  the  "tight' 
neu  in  tiit  Treanuy,"  to  use  the  words  of  his  col- 
leagne, [Mr.  Jones,]  and  10  show  bom  great  was 
this  "tightness,"  Mr.  M.  stated  that  he  had  been  in- 
formed by  those  in  whom  he  placed  every  reliance, 
that  tb«  bread  and  iaeat  furnished  on  Govtrnmeni 
account  to  the  laborers  on  these  works  was  not 
even  paid  for,  to  say  nothing  of  the  wages  of  these 
men,  which  remained  unpaid  since  August  last. 
But  the  "tightness  in  the  Treasury"  went  even  fur- 
ther than  Ibis  postponement  of  the  price  of  labor 
and  bread.  A  bill  of  |9  for  surveying  a  small 
piece  of  land,  purchased  by  the  United  S:ates  for 
the  use  of  Fort  Monroe,  was  presented,  and' pay- 
ment deferred  for  the  want  of  funds.  This  he  had 
from  the  surveyor  hiaaself,  a  few  days  before  leav- 
ing home.  Mr.  M.  said  be  hid  been  wont  10  cbarga 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with  per- 
milling  a  habit  of  "looseness"  (as  Mr.  V.  M.  Qa- 
reiche  wonld  say)  to  work  on  the  Treasury,  but  be 
regretted  this  running  int«  another  extreme,  which 
had  occasioned  a  tightness  that  greatly  incom- 
moded and  injured  ihose  in  Government  employ.] 
Mr.  Wif  K.  It  matters  not,  sir,  whether  the  post- 
ponement of  payment  was  for  work  done,  or  to  Im- 
done;  the  work  is  done  by  this  tim;,  and  ike  psf- 
nim(  U  pottpened.  I  have  proved  more  than  all  I 
staled.  I  do  not  osoally  atiempl  to  prove  my  as- 
sertions. I  have  'taken  the  trouble  to  do  it  in  this 
instance,  because  I  am  ibformed  that  a  communi- 
cation directed  to  the  member  from  Ohio  [Mr* 
DuHCiN]  from  the  Secretary  of  War  seemed  lo 
contradict  my  statement. 

[Here  several  gentlemen  said  to  Mr.  Wis»,  "No, 
it  is  only  substantially  the  same  as  what  Mr.  Jokcs 
says,' which  confirms  your  statement." 

Mr.  WfB  contioned.  I  have  never  seen  or 
heard  i>,  nor  do  I  care  what  it  contaii!s.  I  sbonld 
not  be  surprised  if  it  contradicted  not  only  my 
statement,  but  the  Hon.  Secretary's  oivn  statement 
to  my  colleaEue,  [Mr.  Jones,]  as  well  as  the  files 
of  the  Department  itself.  No  matter  what  is  its 
character  lor  veracity,  I  like  not  the  mode  in 
which  it  comes  before  this  committee.  This  is  not 
the  first  time  that,  whilst  a  debate  has  been  pending 
here  or  in  the  Huase,  the  practice  has  been  pursued 
of  running  off  to  the  Hiads  of  Departments  to  get 
written,  unofficial  communications  to  contradict  or 
to  puzzle  members.  These  Secretaries  had  much 
better  come  at  once,  like  royal  Ministers,  into  the 
Commons,  budget  in  hand,  where  they  can  be  ca- 
techised and  cross-examined  npon  the  evidence  in 
their  possession,  which  they  may  now  bold  back 
or  reveal  at  will,  as  may  suit  their  purposes  to  con- 
ceal or  disclose.  We  have  had,  during  the  last 
snmmer,  an  example  of  bow  this  power  has  been 
abused  by  this  same  Secretary.  This  is  a  bad 
practice,  and  ought  to  be  abolished.  I  am  also  in- 
formed that,  in  my  absence  from  my  seat,  the 
member  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Duncan]  made  some  per- 
sonal allusion  to  me:  that  be  said,  after  telling 
some  gentleman  be -had  <'gone  off  half  cocked," 
tbai  I  had  perhaps  "fired  before  my  time."  Sir,  it 
milters  not  what  that  member  sa>sofme.  I  no- 
tice no  personalties  from  that  quarter.  Some  gen- 
tlemen know,  and  it  is  well  they  do,  that  IJire  q<adt, 
and  that  I  hit,  tot,  when  I  fire.  At  all  events,  I  am 
not  one  of  ib'se  old  rusty  fire-locks  which,  ivithoot 
flint,  or  "tietl  in  the  firten,"  are  everUttrngly  map- 
^K,  and  never  fire  I 

Having  cleared  the  decks  of  this  matter  of  fact, 
I  now  proceed  to  the  regnlar  deb.tte. 

Sir,  I  freely  pardon  my  friend  from  Kentncky 
[Mr.  Pope]  for  depriving  me  of  the  floor.  I  am 
sure  he  intended  no  injustice  or  disrespect,  and 
would  not  have  innsted  on  his  claim  to  the  floor  if 
he  had  understood  th^case  as  I  did.  He  was,  in- 
dceJ,  from  age,  experience,  and  ability,  entitled  to 
the  precedence  of  me  or  almost  any  other  gentle- 
man  imlN  Honie,    luaglsdthatliepnee&tfme 


in  debate,  and  that  I  obtained  the  benefit  of  his  en- 
lightened views.  It  is  tme.ashe  says,  that  I  am 
in  debt  to  him  for  his  attention  to  me  on  a  former 
occasion — at  the  called  session,  near  miditight, 
when,  before  I  commenced  a  fonr  boats*  speech, 
I  invited  gentlemen  to  go  hmne  and  go  to  bed. 
Nearly  all  accepted  my  invitation  except  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  who,  as  he  says, 
"•a<  meoiit."  And,  >ir,  from  that  time  to  this,  I 
have  always  made  it  my  duty  and  my  pleasure,  as 
it  was  to-day,  to  "$U  Um  cvt."  He  always  re- 
minds me  of  this  obligaiion,  and  I  am  always  fully 
repaid  by  faithfully  obseivlng  it.  Are  we  now 
even  in  iM>mplimenti:7  The  gentleman  nods  assent, 
and  I  am  satisfied. 

Sir,  though  now  indisputably  entitled  to  the  floor, 
I  know  not  whether  I  ought  to  occupy  iu  I  am 
physically  unfit  to  talk  in  this  hall  for  two  or  three 
hours.  If  my  own  friends  had  been  content  to 
vole  in  silence,  I  would  have  been  silent  lo».  I 
sbonld  much  have  preferred  to  meet  them  like 
brothers  apart  in  caucus,  to  conciliate  our  differ- 
ences, rather  than  to  bring  these  differences  into 
the  cellision  of  debate  here. 

I  regret  to  take  Ihe  floor,  too,  because  I  am  pain- 
ed to  differ  from  any  of  my  friends.  But  ih-y 
have  chosen  to  advance  and  defend  their  votes 
and  their  views,  and  have  rendered  it  necessary 
for  me  to  advance  and  to  defend  mine.  If  ibey 
would  not  remain  silent,  they  mni:t  not  complain  if 
I  speak.  If  tiiey  will  attempt  to  give  impression  to 
public  opinion,  so  must  I.  If  they  will  attempt  to 
maBufaciure  public  sentiment  here  to  affect  those 
coming  into  power,  I  must  in  lime  undeceive  those 
who  are  soon  to  become  the  Executive.  If  Ihej 
differ  from  me,  they  must  not  murmur  at  my  dif- 
fering from  them,  especially,  when  no  two  of 
them  have  as  yet  agreed  with  each  other.  If  they 
will  debate  here,  here  I  am  ready  to  meet  them. 

■1  regiei,  moreover,  that  I  am  now  compelled  to 
To;e  for  this  bill  to  issue  Treasury  notes.  I  shall 
try  to  make  it  as  perfect  as  possible  before  I  do 
vo!e  for  it,  by  an  amendment  which  I  shall  offer  aa 
soon  as  the  pending  motion  is  disposed  of;  but, 
though  my  amendment  should  fail,  I  will  vote  for 
the  bill  as  it  i:.  I  have  always  voted  against  the 
vanons  bills  heretofore  to  issue  Treasury  notes. 
These  notes  are  objectionable  on  two  important 
grounds.  They  are  too  towienUnt  an  issue  for  the 
economy  and  republican  simplicity  of  a  (Govern- 
ment like  outs.  A  Ttea^ury  note,  bill  c  inverts  the 
Government  into  a  Jaclory  of  paper  iaius,  and 
makes  it  a  spendthrift  by  too  readily  facilitating 
the  creiit  operation  of  giving  a  note,  instead  of  pof 
ing  the  debt.  Again.  By  ibe  aid  of  this  machinery 
to  eograve  these  images  of  bank  notes,  the  eyes  of 
the  peuple  are  blinded  to  the  reality  of  a  public 
debt.  I  believe,  as  was  said  by  the  itentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Pope,)  that  many  honest,  ig- 
norant people,  of  late,  took  these  notes  to  ba  only 
so  much  p<^r  money  coined  by  tht  sub-Treatuty,  and 
they  could  net  be  persuaded  that  this  Administra- 
lion,  which  has  been  so  hypocritically  denouncing 
credit  and  a  public  debt,  has  been  all  the  time  it 
has  been  in  power  issuing  onljrevidences  of  debt, 
promises  to  pay,  instead  of  that  gold  which  was 
promised.  Treasury  notes  are  a  perfect  blind  to  a 
public  debt.  In  ordinary  times  I  would  prefer  al- 
ways to  negotiate  a  loan,  and  to  apprize,  the  people 
houettly  of  a  public  debt  by  advertising  for  a  con- 
tract of  loan.  Such  a  publication  in  the  newspa- 
pers would  call  attention  lo  the  condition  of  the 
finances,  and  would  wake  up  the  tax  payers  to  the 
extravagance  of  Government.  Bat  at  this  time, 
and  under  the  present  emergency,  I  shall  vole  for 
this  bill,  for  three  very  vital  consideiaiions.  I  shall 
vote  for  it — 

Ist.  Jb  the  friend  of  tht  eomlng  .Sdndniibration,  to 
provide  it  with  the  means  imnudialtlg  necessary  to 
CBiry  on  the  Government  until  the  next  regular  se«> 
sion  of  Congress  in  December. 
31.  To  prevent  a  called  ressioa  of  Congress. 
3d.  To  prevent,  during  the  present  year,  a  pre- 
mature revision  of  the  compromise  t^^iff  act,  a  pre- 
mature agitation  of  the  National  Bank  quesUoo, 
aa4  to  prevent  the  passage  of  a  law  at  any  time  to 
empty  M  mptfi  3V««Miry  «/  tke  Moemte  itri»tdfrtm 
ihefvi^Umds i*  m«k«  •  frttttt  ftr  toirmiiiy  tt« 
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Uaiff,  or  to  inertne  the  Ur.ffto  nuikt  a  prtlextfor  iKi- 
trrimdng  the  revmm  front  landi. 

Ttaeae  several  reasons  I  propose  to  discass  in 
To  diacDss  ihem  as  I  have  considered 
itMB,  on  nwiare  deliberation. 

ls>Lj,ait,&t8t,''a$afHtndoftkt  earning  Jdmi 
mKrstfon.'* 

Wonid  any  one  have  supposed  tbree  months  ago, 
when  I  was  seen  bearing  ihs  beat  and  harden  of 
the  late  election  campaign —six  years  ago,  when, 
from  that  time'  to  this,  I  have  been  bearin<{  the 
brant  of  the  colossal  tyranny  of  the  two  last  Ad* 
iaini*Mtion».-that  I— I  should  have,  two  months 
befor«  the  next  Adminisuaiion  comes  in— when  all 
Ibe  energies  I  exerted  to  bring  it  in  are  not  yet  re> 
laied — 10  drfend  myself  agiiost  the  impatation  of 
not  being  its  friendl 

[Heie  Mr.  Stinr  said  across,  "There  is  no  ne- 
cessity for  you  to  do  that,"] 

Mr.  Wise.  One  of  my  friends  says  (here  is  no 
neeestity  for  such  a  defence.  I  know  there  Is  not 
with  those  who  Itnow  me.  Bat  there  are 
many  who  do  not  know  me.  Some  foe-friend  or 
friend-foe  may  know  perhaps  that  Gkneial  Harri- 
son himself  does  not  know  me;  and  I  will  show ' 
that  there  is  a  necessity  for  this  defence. 

In  the  Richmond  Bnqairer  of  the  19  lb  instanr, 
containing  a  letter  from  Washington,  dated  the  14lh 
instant,  is  the  following  aigoificant  qoere: 

"Would  you  be  >urpri«ed  to  find  Wiae  Rmongst  the  opponenU 
of  the  new  Adminbtralionl  ihln^  mure  improbable  than 
thie  ban  occurred.  Us  ia  in  a  terrible  race  at  the  nroaneet  of 
Riraa'a  election." 


This,  lir,  is  the  insidious  and  false  dealing  of  the 
foe.  This  was  to  be  expected  from  this  quarter, 
and  to  show  how  little  this  source  of  slander  knew 
about  me  or  my  acts,  I  have  only  to  appeal  to  my 
friends  in  ihe  Virginia  Legislature,  who  did  me  the 
honor  to  consult  with  me  on  the  subject,  to  prove 
that,  to  far  from  my  being  "in  a  terrible  rage  at 
the  prospect  of  Mr.  Rives's  electioa,"  1  advised 
those  who  had  ever  once  voted  for  him  to  vote  for 
his  election  again;  and  that,  too,  upon  the  express 
ground  that  it  woald  be  seeming  treachery  in  the 
Whig  party  now  not  to  elect  him,  at  the  same  time 
declaring,  however,  that,  never  having  voted  for 
his  election  myself,  /  never  would,  if  I  weie  in 
the  Legislature;  no,  not  "until  the  cows  came 
home." 

But  this  imputation  of  my  being  a  renegade  did 
not  originate  with  my  old  politic  il  foes  alone.  My 
rial  friends  have  told  me  that  some  IPhigt  had  be- 
gan to  feign  to  feel  a  suspicion.  That  some  "busy 
bodies,"  no  doubt  witb  ttie  deepest  interest  in  me, 
have  been  whispering  the  inuendo,  "He  is  erratic, 
and  delights  in  opposition;  no  wonder  if  he  is  soon 
again^  as  !<■  Sir,  let  me  inform  lueft  frientU  that 
they  are  seen  antl  known.  Once  for  all,  I  pro- 
nounce the  charge  that  I  am  not  a  sincere  and  de- 
voted friend  of  the  coming  Admioistralion — no 
matter  whether  it  be  made  by  a  Loco  Foco,  from 
motives  of  policy  to  drive  me  into  bis  own  mino- 
rity for  vengeance  sake  on  account  of  the  past,  or 
by  a  malicious  Whig  hypocrite,  to  destroy  an  io- 
ducnee,  much  or  little,  m  the  way  of  bis  own 
preferment  in  future — a  beat  and  vnfinmdeA  rian- 
ier. 

This  much  I  feel  eoastrained  to  say— not  to  se- 
cure a  personal  benefit  or  to  prevent  a  personal  in- 
jury, but  to  relieve  my  argam«nti,  my  counsel,  and 
my  course  with  my  party  Iroman  unjust  prejudice. 
Ltt  him  who  doubts  whether  /  am  a  friend  of  the 
Whig  eanse  and  of  a  Whig  Administration^  stand 
ap  and  show  his  face!  L«t  me  see  whether  he  is 
one  who  has,  daring  an  sight  years'  war,  been  side 
by  side  viih  me  in  the  forlorn  hope  against  the 
hosts  of  tpriUrt,  or  whether  he  is  one  of  those 
"eleventh  hour"  men  who  have  come  into  the  Whig 
ranks  just  in  time  to  share  the  spoils.  Let  me  see 
bis  stiipet,  hw  persecntiou,  his  toils,  and  his 
aafferittgs  and  sacriflces,  and  compare  them  wiib 
Mine,  and  then  I  can  tell  whether  At  be  a  better 
Whig  than  lam. 

Sir,  who  has  die  right  to  question  my  being  a 
WIMfl?  Who— what  one  man  is  it  who  claims  to 
be  A*  TfiUg  party,  with  power  to  excommunicate 
bmI  I  think  I  have  the  right  to  claim  to  be  the 
Whig  party  as  much  as  any  other  mm  man  in  the 
iMhs;  and  gMitlamen  had  better  beware  leet  ther 
>•  iw*nii*i<  themielvea  before  they  saehureii me. 


One  of  the  richest  fruits  of  our  late  triumph  is,  I 
hope,  ike  rettoration  efperf. ct  frudom  tf  thought  mid 
indtpendenct  of  adMn.  1  do  not  admit  that  I  am 
acting  contrary  to  my  party;  but  if  gentlemen  op- 
posed (o  me  are  tSt  party,  let  me  tell  Ihem  at  once 
that  I  will  submit  to  no  party  dietation.  If  the 
"««reioi"  are  to  be  applied  so  soon,  they  will  find 
one  Saul  "kicking  against  the  pricks" — especially 
at  this  time,  before  the  Presideat  elect  has  even 
reached  the  metropolis,  and  before  I  know  that  be 
will  approve  of  a  single  line  of  policy  which  some 
seem  so  anxious  to  prescribe  for  him.  Who  here 
undertakes  to  speak  for  bin?  He  will  speak  for 
AimMf/i  sir,  and  may  agree  with  me,  and  differ  with 
gentlemen.  In  what  sort  of  a'  predicament  will 
Ibey  be  theni  Who,  then,  will  be  the  party?  With 
those  very  gentlemen  themselves,  sir,  J  will  be  apt 
to  be  the  party  then,  and  nine  out  of  ten  of  them 
will  acknowledge  diat  I  am  right,  and  they  are 
wrong. 

Sir,  that  there  was  a  gAat  variety  of  opinions 
in  the  Whig  party  wa«  known  before  the  election. 
That  party  was  the  opposition,  and  the  opposition 
always  unites  discordant  materials.  The  party  in 
power  alone  can  ama'gamate  its  friends  into  one 
mass  of  sentiment  and  feeling.  A  party  coming 
into  power  usually,  in  talcing  its  direction  of  poli- 
cy, dissatisfies  a  portian  of  those  who  brought  it  in, 
slooghs  them  off,  and  forms  new  allies  from  old 
opponents  to  supply  the  defection.  This  was  the 
case  with  the  party  which  bronght  Qenaral  Jack- 
son into  power.  He  gained  friends  from  among 
old  Federalists  faster  than  be  lost  Republicans,  who 
placed  bim  in  the  Presidency.  This  is  not  the  first 
time  I  have  bee^  in  a  large  mijority,  and  it  was 
not  until  the  fiHh  year  of  tbe  reign  of  Andrew 
Jackson  that  I  departed,  from  him,  after  the  bad 
company  had  increased  too  strong  for  my  taate 
around  the  throne.  Daring  tbe  late  contest  I 
urged  "a  union  of  the  Whigs."  I  do  so  still.  I 
desire  nothing  so  much  as  general  and  frequent 
consultation— caucus  consultation,  if  yoa  wiH, 
among  ourselves,  to  settle  the  points  upon  which 
we  agree,  and  to  "agree  to  disagree"  on  Uiose  vexed 
questions  which  we  ought  to  avoid.  Before  the 
election  it  made  no  difference  with  me,  sir,  whether 
you  were  a  BepviUean  Whig,  a  National  Republi- 
caff,  or  a  Nullifier.  To  each  I  gave  the  hand  of 
fellowship  cordially,  and  united  heartily  with  all  to 
pull  down  a  rotten  dynasty,  worse  than  any  which 
can  be  established.  We  knew  our  differences  be- 
forehand, and  each  took  the  chance  of  his  faith  and 
bis  policy  becoming  the  prevailing  faith  and  policy 
with  Ihe  new  Administration.  Believing  General 
Harrison  to  be  a  Republican  of  the  old  school,  as  I 
believe  still,  and  shall  not  believe  otherwise  lulil 
he  himself  undeceives  me,  I  united  with  all  my 
energy  and  all  my  zeal  to  put  him  into  place  and 
power.  Indeed,  if  I  had  known  he  was  not  of  my 
faith — if  I  bad  expected  to  oppose  his  Administra- 
tion the  moment  after  he  goes  into  power,  still  I 
wonId  have  supported  him  against  the  present 
"powers  that  be,"  because  "the  country  might  be 
benefited  and  coitU  not  he  vorsled."  But,  sir^  I 
knew  that,  after  he  came  in,  there  would  be  a  race 
between  his  different  supporters  as  to  whose  faith 
and  policy  should  be  pursued.  I  did  not  expect 
that  race  to  start  before  the  inauguration,  but  it  has 
begun.  I  would  have  avoided  it  so  soon,  forever 
if  I  could,  but  it  is  on  the  track,  and  the  contest 
must  be  encountered.  If  one  set  of  friends  are 
busy  to  engraft  their  creed  upon  tbe  Administra- 
tion stock,  so  must  the  oUiers  be,  unless  they  mean 
to  desert  their  principles  and  to  be  merged  in  what 
will  soon  get  to  be  called — "(iep«r<y."  I  will  not 
desert  my  principles,  >ir,  and  will  do  all  in  my  pow- 
er to  advance  their  pre-emii>enee  over  all  others. 
Gentlemen  mnit  paixlon  me  for  this  position,  when 
I  have  caught  them  first  in  precisely  the  same  act. 
yiitktr^  iue<m  tayai  yet  wAieh  it  "the  PAarr" 
mUU  the  ProAdenl  hitut^farrin*  and  deadei  hetunen 

I  am  myself,  sir,  in  favor  of  Ibe  Repnblieui  po- 
licy. There  is  no  prefix  to  my  political  name— it 
has  neither  "National"  or  "State  Righb"  attached, 
bat  is  simply  "Republican,"  Mr.  Madison  has 
ever  been  the  model  of  statesmen  with  me,  and  I 
•in  content  to  follow  his  examples  of  wisdom  and 
vixtoe.  AndtSur,Iwillprocc*dioteU70tiwbatIooa- 


ceive  one  of  the  Republican  tenets  to  be.  One  espe- 
cially which  I  shall  expect  the  President  to  observe 
is,  VuU  he  tpUl  not  he  ruled  h$  a  party.  I  repeat  it, 
thax  I  sha.\\  expect  Um  not  to  be  rultd  by  a  farts!  If 
he  it,  theeiunlm  teill  he  mimi/ed,  as  it  baa  been  let 
twelve  years  past. 

Sir,  the  late  contest  resulted  precisely  as  I  iernui 
it.  One  of  the  greatest  achievements  of  the  vic- 
tory is,  that  it  was  not  a  party  (ruaiffc.  It  was  a 
great  and  glorious  national  triumph.  GentleMca 
of  the  party  in  power  wonder  bow  they  were  de- 
feated. They  are  astonished  at  Ibe  nmaaber  cf 
votes  polled — at  the  increase  of  votes  approaehiig 
nearly  one  million.  Sir,  I  can  tell  them  tbe  reason 
of  thii:  there  is  in  this  conntry  a  eorpt  d*  r«sirw  of 
wisdom,  rirtue,  and  sterling  worth  and  paiiiotiHa, 
who  do  not  asnally  mingle  in  tbe  excitement  of 
po!itic£ — who  avoid  Ibe  dust  of  tbe  eleeiioaeniiig 
arena,  and  who  only  come  up  to  tbe  help  of  the 
nation,  to  the  rescue  of  the  country,  when  ibeie  is 
a  crisis  ol  real  danger.  That  crisis  bad  come,  and 
this  corps  of  moral  power  stepped  forth  and  de- 
cided the  straggle.  Old  men,  whether  aristocrats 
or  poor,  who  hsd  not  been  seen  at  tbe  poQs  for 
twenty  years,  came  forth — the  old,  young,  lame, 
halt,  blind,  rich  and  poor,  of  all  classes  and  condi- 
tions— who  had  been  merely  looking  on  at  the  po- 
liticians, aikd  taking  no  part  with  iktm,  but  observ- 
ing the  events  and  tbe  tendencies  of  causes  only, 
heretofore — all  alike  feeling  the  pressure  of  neces- 
sity, the  call  for  action — all  by  the  impulse  of  pa- 
triotism, not  of  party,  sprang  forward  to  sac,  to 
preserve,  and  relieve  our  people  and  Iheii  insdla- 
tions  This,  sir,  this  was  the  grace  and  gladness 
and  glory  of  tbe  late  contest  for  the  P(e»ideaey. 
What  then  is  the  duly  of  the  President  elttA  It  is 
to  be  President  of  the  nottoa,  not  of  a  part^!  Tea, 
sir,  to  be  President  of  the  Loco  Fceos  ibemselves 
— !o  be  their  servant  as  well  as  tbe  servant  of 
Whigs — a  benefactor  and  blessing  to  all,  to  tbe 
uikele  country.  So  to  be  President  that  even  ibose 
who  voted  against  him  shall  exclaim — ^"It  is  good 
for  OS  to  have  such  a  man  elected,  and  fi>r  the  Re- 
publicans to  succeed  I" 

Some  genileman  whispers  tbat  I  "expeet  too 
mnch  from  tbe  President." 

[Here  Mr.  Mjtsoii  of  Ohio  rose  and  said,  "tfo, 
too  much  from  Government !"] 

Mr.  Wise.  No;  I  reverse  the  maxim  of  *tfc* 
Qovemmtnt."  I  will  expect  every  thing,  and  tbe 
nation  must  never  imagine  that  we  can  expect  too 
mnch  from  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  Ibeir  rakn. 
The  very  expectation,  sir,  will  exalt  and  qaalify 
them  to  meet  our  highest  hopes.  Now  the  exptri- 
ment  is  to  be  tried,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  the  only 
experiment  of  the  new  Administration,  whether  a 
pure  and  virtuous  and  enlightened  AdminisHaiM 
— looking  alone  to  the  country  audits  hutinai,  not 
its  politics — will  be  sustained  by  popular  faroc- 
Sir,  I  hope  to  see  that  experiment  made,  and  u  see 
il  soccessfnl.  Nothing  short  of  its  sneeen  oa 
save  this  country  from  tbe  fatal  end  of  ail  BcpolK 
lies.  I  desire  to  see  General  Hairisoa,  above  all 
things,  imitate  that'  godlike  virtue  of  Wasfcingtoa, 
which  adviied,  and  toniuUed  with,  and  toak  cewMel 
from  good  men  of  all  parties  and  all  deeds— 
which  heard  and  combed  the  opinions  (4  «U  (he 
good  and  the  great  in  the  land— whkb  bad  a 
Hamilton  and  Jefferson  both  in  tbe  CabtaM,  and 
consulied  both — and  which,  after  weighing  and  f^ 
fleeting  profoundly,  decided  firmly  and  witkoai 
shrinking  from  responsibility.  BelieviBg  ibat  he 
will  hear  all,  govern  all,  be  tbe  President  of  att— 
that  he  possoses  the  virtues  whieb  qvalify  him  to 
govern  and  to  fill  the  office  for  whidi  I  was  ami 
am  hit  friend — I  shall  vote  to  enlmst  biat  with  tbs 
means  immediately  and  absolaiiely  neeesaarr  to 
carry  on  the  Oovenuiiettt,  after  the  4th  of  Maicb, 
until  the  next  regular  session  of  Congress. 

And  now,  sir,  I  have  a  word  to  say  to  tbafrieadi 
of  the  Administration  yet  ia  power.  To* 
do  as  yon  have  been  done  by.  Yon  aboaid  ia 
faith  assist  in  providing  Ibose  means  for  lb* 
iog  Administration  wUieb  yon  have  ftw  yeara  boa 
providing  for  yoarsetves.  It  is  poH^  ia  jr«M  tods 
so,  or  the  blsme,  if  any,  will  fall  on  yocr  loinriiT 
ia  both  Houses  of  the  present  Coognaa.  Tsa 
have,  since  September,  1837,  passed  no  leas  Aas 
foar,  and  this  will  be  tn,  T^nmatf  mm.  Wb  i* 
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Mwble  yott  from  time  to  lime  to  get  along,  and  you 
OBgbt  10  leave  yoar  oppooenis  no  ezcate  Tor  any 
extraordinary  measures  to  meet  emergencies,  by 
extending  liberally  the  provuions  of  this  act  to 
your  successors. 

By  the  act  of  October,  1837,  you  amhorized  Pre- 
sident Van  3uren  to  caose  to  be  issued  ttn  miUions 
pf  Treasnryvotes,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  Oorern- 
ment  lequired,  of  denomination)  not  less  than  fifty 
doUais,  with  a  limitation  of  one  year.  This  power 
ceased  on  the  31st  December,  1838. 

By  the  act  of  May,  1838,  you  authorized  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  President,  to  issue  Treasury  no'es,  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  act  of  October,  1837,  in  place  of 
aoch  notes  as  had  been,  under  said  act,  paid  into 
the  Tieasary  and  cancelled. 
'  By  the  act  of  March,  1839,  you  'extended  the 
two  former  acts,  at  to  the  remainder  of  Treasury 
notes,  &c  io  June,  1839. 

Bir  the  act  of  March,  1840,  yon  renewed  the  act 
of  October,  1837,  and  the  subsequent  act«,  and 
gave  authority  to  issue  I'reasnry  notes  in  lieu  of 
others  thereafter  or  before  redeemed,  but  not  to  ex- 
ceed in  the  amount  outstanding  at  any  one  time  the 
aggregate  ofjiM  mittutkt.  And  this  act  coniinuts 
until  March  31st  next. 

And  yon  now  propose.by  the  pending  a«t,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  power  to  keep  fire  millions  oulataad- 
ing  under  the  act  of  1840,  to  isroa  flve  millions 
more  at  any  one  time  for  one  year  after  the  pas- 
sage ot  the  biU. 

Now,  suppose  this  act  to  pass  to-day,  what  will 
be  its  cBi»H  Why,  sir,  from  now  eaiil  the  31st 
day  of  March,  this  act  being  cnmnladre  upon  the 
act  of  1840,  there  will  be  a  power  to  beep  outstand- 
ing, under  the  two  acts,  at  any  one  time,  the  sum 
of  (en  mURtnu  of  dollars.  J^/ttr  that  period,  the 
3tsi  of  March,  fits  millioos  only  caa  be  kept  o«t- 
standing  at  one  time.  The  effect  is,  that  you  will 
hare,  for  the  remnant  of  your  days  in  power,  the 
double  power,  or  the  power  under  two  acts,  to  is- 
sue Ave  millions;  the  power,  in  'a  word,  to  issue 
fen  millions,  and  the  eoming  Administration  will 
have  the  same  power  only  to  the  31st,  from  the  4th 
of  March;  and  may  not,  indeed,  have  any  power 
at  all  to  issue  a  Treasury  note  before  the  act  of 
1840  expires,  in  case  you  choose  to  issue  the  full 
ten  millions,  and  to  leave  that  amonnt  outstanding 
whan  yon  go  out. 

The  law,  then,  as  proposed,  is  unequal.  It  does 
not  do  as  you  would  be  done  by.  -  I  therefore  pro- 
pose, when  the  peniiing  question  is  disposed  of,  to 
submit  an  amendment,  providing  that,  if  the  sum 
of  five  millions,  or  less,  b3  issued  under  this  act 
prior  to  the  4ihday  of  March,  1811,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  of  Ave  millions,  or  less,  authorized  to  be 
issued  under  the  act  of  1840  and  prior  acts,  then 
thePresideni may,  after  the  3bt  day  of  March, 
1841,  cause  to  b«  issued  a  like  snm  of  five  mil- 
lions or  less,  ia  addition  to  the  sum  authorized  to 
be  oalstandiog  at  any  one  time  under  this  act. 

This  will  place  both  Administration*,  as  to 
means,  on  precisely  the  same  fboting.  I  have  sub- 
mitted this  ameudment  to  the  consideration  of  my 
eolleagne,  [Mr.  Jonbs,]  and  at  the  proper  time  I 
shall  propose  it.  I  hope  it  will  not  meet  with  any 
opposition  from  him. 

[Mr.  JoMBs  of  Virginia  said  he  would  take  the 
occasion  to  state  that  it  was  not  expected  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  more  than  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars  would  be  used  beiere  the  4:hof  March; 
trie  greater  proportion  of  which  would  be  required 
to  pay  pensions  which  will  fall  due  after  the 
3d  of  March.  It  will  nw,  therefore,  be  required 
to  meet  liabilities  fatliag  upon  this  Administration, 
but  upon  that  which  is  lo  succeed  it;  so  that  Oene- 
ral  Harrison's  Administration  will  have  the  full 
benefit  of  five  millioos  of  dollars  for  one  year  after 
the  3d  of  March.  A  similar  bill  was  deemol  ne- 
cessary for  the  present  Administration,  under  like 
circumstances  at  the  commencement  of  the  last 
year;  and  Mr.  J.  considered  it  just  and  proper  now 
to  make  a  similar  provision] 

Mr.  Wise.  I  fear  there  will  be  oiiMamSiif  iAtt, 
not  now  estimated,  which  will  more  ih  in  make  up 
for  all  that  this  Administration  wtll  have  to  pay  for 
the  next.  At  all  events,  sir,  with  my  amendment 
to  the  bill,  I  am  quite  eonidenr  that  this  bill  will 
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provide  means  snflScient  to  meet  «!!  immediate 
wants  and  demandi,  and-  to  supply  for  a  lime  the 
defleieaey  in  the  Treasury.  We  are  told  that  this 
defleiency  is  very  gieat.  I  have  no  doubt,  sir,  it  is 
fully  as  great,  if  not  greater,  than  gentlemen  cal- 
culate. But  we  can  never  know  what  this  defieien- 
oy  is  until  we  get  into  power  and  have  suiveyed 
the  wreek.  Then  we  shall  see.  Now  we  have  not 
the  data  upon  which  to  eontradiet  the  st^ement  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  I  shall  not  now 
attend  to  diienss  either  the  eaoses  or  the  ex- 
tent of  this  defieieney.  There  is  a  defieien- 
«y,  ihongh,  to  some  extent;  and  we  eannot 
resort  to  a  loan— ive  cannot  resort  to  a  tariff 
— and  certainly  gentlemen  will  net  resort  to  diiM- 
fruiion  of  the  revenue  for  supplies  ieimaHiMy  need- 
ed. I  know  of  naotherplanof  immediate  supply 
besides  an  ample  isme  of  Treasory  noiei,  as  pro- 
posed by  this  bill. 
(Here  the  committee  roee.] 

Thdbsmt,  lumtxt  98, 1841. 

After  alluding  to  some  matters  tonefaiiig  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Virginia  Senator,  now  inserted  at  the  pro- 
per ptece  in  the  first  day's  remarks,  Mr.  Wise  pro- 
ceeded. 

Mr.  Oiairman:  I  wound  up  yesterday  one  branch 
of  disenssion,  or,  rather,  conelnded  one  reason  for 
supporting  this  bill.  I  toM  the  eommitiee  I  should 
role  for  ibis  bill  as  a  friecd.  of  the  coming  Ad- 
mittistrniioB,  to  provide  it  with  the  means  to  get 
along,  and  I  would  place  it,  as  to  meanr,  on  the 
same  footing  with  those  now  in  power.  1  admit- 
ted there  is  a  defleiency,  and  contended  that  Trea- 
sury notes  are  the  only  means  of  immediately  sup- 
plying it.  « 

I  now  proeeed  to  my  teeotwi'reason  for  supporting 
this  bill. 

Od.  Ta  jnmmt  mextn  uubm ^Tbe  effect  of  this 

bill,  if  it  pass  with  proper  amendments,  mwC  be  to 
obviate  all  necessity,  and  to  strip  gentlemen  of  all 
excuses  and  pretences  for  that,  to  me,  JhraJfiaotUtd 
SMsitn/ 

Bir,  I  have  an  iasttiielive  dread,  inspired  by  expe- 
rience, of  an  extra — a  eMid  testion.  I  venture  to 
assert — and  I  appeal  to  the  sagaeiauR  of  (he  party 
to  confirm  the  opinion — that  the  osIM  tMn«t  of 
1837  did  morn  than  any  other  ten  acts  to  overthrow 
the  present  dynasty.  [Here  several  members  of  the 
Van  Baren  party  nodded  assent  ]  I  believe,  I  am 
certain,  that,  if  nied  agiin,  it  will  be  fraught  with 
mischief  to  1be  Whig  party  from  disappointment 
to  the  whole  country.  As  a  Whig,  and  as  a  friend 
to  Qeneral  Harr  son,  I  deprecate  it  as  a  fruitful 
sonree  of  agitation,  contention,  confusion,  CTror, 
and  ruin.  Mr.  Van  Bnren  struck  on  this  unwise 
expedient  With  the  most  calamitous  results.  He 
found  the  public  mind,  afier  the  sn  .-pension  of  spe- 
cie payments,  in  a  restless  and  dissatisfied  state,  the 
finances  in  a  wretched  eondition,  commerce  decay- 
ing or  dead,  and,  instead  of  br#a8iin)f  the  storm,  be 
yielded  to  his  fears,  and  called  Congress  to  relieve 
him.  What  was  the  resoli7  Congrm  &d  nalMn;, 
and  he  lost  public  confidence;  when,  if  he  bad 
shown  nerve;  if  he  had  taken  upon  himself  due 
responsibility;  if  be  h»d  summoned  caution  and 
courage,  insuad  of  Congress,  lo  bis  relief,  he  would 
have  gone  through  with  all  the  diflionliies  which 
surrounded  him. 

Why  is  a  called  session  always  dangeroosl  Be- 
cause, sir,  your  very  proclamation  admits  your 
weakness,  and  th'^t  weakness  is  ever  increased  by 
the  feari  and  alarm  it  creates  in  s^me,  and  by  the 
too  high  ezpecutiou!',  which  are  sure  to  be  disap- 
pointed, it  exeites  in  others.  No  eaptain  must,  as 
long  as  he  can  possibly  avoid  it,  admit  a  doubt  or  a 
danger  to  his  crew  or  his  passengers.  If  be  trem- 
bles, or  throws  up  his  command  to  any  other  man, 
in  the  midst  of  difflcalty  or  dant;er,  he  disquallOes 
himself,  and  justly  thiows  away  (he  confidence  In 
him  upon  which  aloQe  he  can  rely  in  any  emer- 
gency forsneiess.  Mr.  Van  Bnren's  called  session 
did  mtUii^  and  lost  all;  and  so  it  will  be  with  us  if 
tot  "fbUmo  to  hi$  fioUttpt.'* 

Sir,  the  stale  of  the  public  mind  and  lb«  ttate  of 
the  times  are  both  inauspieioas  to  a  eaHed  session. 
What  are  iheyl 

I femarkcd yeserday,  sir,  that  the cooniry  eould 
not  expeoi  too  much  from  the  wisdom,  Tirine,  and 


palriotisu  ot  nileta;  that  we  enght  to  expect  every 
thing  from  aieii  plained  in  the  highest  seats  of  phbUe 
trust  and  confidence.  Bni,  sir,  them  is  such  a 
thing  as  expeeting  too  much  from  mismeii.  JFt 
nui  txpnttovmmritreUrf,  er  rtHtf  lt»  ia^atitntlf 
mnd  lee  ioM,Jnn  ihneitutptief  of  QtMmmmt.  _ 

The  expectations  of  the  people  for.  immt^ttt, 
mtidm  relief  are  too  high  already.  Thqr  cannot 
be  realized  by  the  wisdom  of  man.  Yean  are  the 
davs  of  nations.  Ssen  in  the  Ustoiy  of  Qgotnmtiu 
is  IvHg  ttmtli  in  the  Ufe  of  an  individnal,  and  there 
is  not  one  individual  in  a  thousand  who  refleeta 
upoii  this  umth  se  essentially  neeessaiy  to  be  a;ell 
oitdetstood  and  inprtcsed,  to  ferti^  confidence  in 
any  p«li^,  and  to  seonre  it  a  patient  waiting, for  its 
results  to  be  developed  before  it  either.be  con- 
demned or  npivoveiL  No  remedy  on  earth  is  » 
worth  a  farthing  without  the  aid  of  the  j{reat  reao- 
vatof—ATetan's  own  physician — the  vis  mediea- 
trix  naiaiasl  Tbe  quack,  sir,  always  relies  npon 
the  MMiriMi— (he  pOl  er  pewdsr  is  every  thing  with 
empirieism;  bat  the  ngtiar  fmUty,  the  secimdam 
artem  doctor,  sir,  expects  most  from  <Yatur«?>  own 
power  to  restore  hncself,  and  nothing  withoot  her 
aid — or  rather  expeeu  to  give  no  relief  but  from 
aidiag  the  laws  of  Nature.  If  yon  violate  these 
laws,  counteract  ot  exoeed  them,  or  hasten  them 
beyond  their  own«our«e,  yog  KU  tht  ftHtni,  tirt 
The  public  expectation  is  already  doing  that  dan- 
gerous thin;;  die  stimulus  is  too  high.  The  mo- 
ple  are  ^r  the  cautery,  tbe  knife,  the  severest  iir^- 
tice,  or  astriagents.  I,  sir,  am  for  jisM — time  Cor 
Nature  to  restore  a  weak  patient  too  delicate  to  |>e 
tampered  with,  and  for  geed  mating.  Any  sort  of 
vitUm  treatment  will  now  threw  this  country  a^Mt 
into  spasms,  after  being  much,  very  much  wea- 
kened loo  by  previous  convulsions.  Instead  of 
soothing  and  allaying  exeitement  as  we  oaghti'g^B- 
tlemen  propose  to  raise  expectations,  already  loo 
high,  still  higher,  and  to  add  fuel  lo  a  fire  which 
threatens  to  consume  us.  The  feverishness  of  .the 
public  mind  ought  to  be  aPayed.  Neither  sWantfas 
nor  tfapieiiM  is  required;  either  will  be  deadly,  the 
nanon  needs  ripom.  Tim* — a  panee  is  . required 
for  a  safe  and  radical  change  of  poli^.  The  jtf- 
fairs  of  a  nation  eannot  be  managed  in  a  day,  like 
the  affairs  of  the  narsery. 

If  thne  be  a  special  session,  it  will  he  looked,  to 
for  a  coie  of  all  evils.  Bvery  thing  will  be  expset- 
ed  from  it.  And  toM,  if  wdktng  «Jke«W  U  ian*t^ 
Is  it  not  certain  that  nothing  could  be  done  to  loeei 
the  general  expeenuionforimmediateandvlmost  ni- 
raei^ens  relien  Sir^  the  state  of  the  times  is  obriousty 
opposed  to  an  opcraiian  of  the  wiaest  measures,  eyen 
if  they  be  adopted  at  a  ealled  session  this  year. 
What  is  our  present  eoadition?  The  present  AJQii- 
nistraiion  goes  out  leaving  a  perfect  wreck  b^Und. 
The  commerce  of  the  eoanury  is  wrecked — the 
finances  of  the  Qovemmentare  deranged  and  bank- 
rupt— the  whole  monetary  affairs  of  the  naiiof :  in 
dilapidation  and  ruin — a  large  balaoca  of  foreign 
debt  unpaid— the  States  groaning  under  two  hun- 
dred mitlicnaof  debt— the  Federal  Goveramsi^  is- 
suing Treskury  notes— dpmesUe  debts  unsafe  and  a 
diflleuliy  of  eolleeiing  then— distress  pervading  alt 
classes— -eottfideooe  in  trade  destroyed— the  cailTlal- 
vxs  hoarding— the  debtor  classes  under  thn  hammer 
— exchanges  high  and  unequal — na  nnifarm.nar- 
rency — and  the  banks  attempting,  in  the  midst  of 
danger,  distress,  and  distroet,  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments, many  of  them  under  very  donbtfal  cireum- 
stances  of  solvency !  Soeh  is  our  ooaditioo.  And 
yet  gentlemen,  withotit  waitisg  for  fiKiher  deve- 
lopments of  new  causes  or  effects,  are  for  rsFhing 
npon  measures  the  esry  nature  of  which  must  in- 
cease  the  pressure  of  the  times.  An  increase  of 
the  tmiff  most  immediately  add  loihe  dertage- 
ment  of  commerce — a  diitritnMon  must  add  to  tbe 
dt^eieiisy  pf  the  Treasttry.^a  national  buk  flMUt 
cause  a  still  greater  and  more  oanstie  eontraeton. 
There  never  was  a  time  when  Ike  resamption  of 
specie  payments  or  the  creation  of  a  national  bMk 
did  not  produce  eootraetion  and  presnre,  and  there 
never  will  be.    What  would  both  at  once  not  dot 

Gentlemen  must  reflect  that  eU  of  their  meaanres 
are  to  be  set  in  operation  at  onee— 4hey  are  all  in 
"ySeH"— all  to  begin  dc  mm.  Is  it  not  Tikely  that 
8om4  of  them  would  fail  to  pass,  or,  if  passed, 
would  fail  of  their  ends)    Itien,  if  iirt*<iy>  or 
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arong,  be  done,  or  disaster  be  ihe  first  etfeci  of  ri^hi 
mcasaies,  even  of  a  called  gession,  who  of  ikose 
now  cantending  for  ibe  anthorship  of  measures 
woald  (hen  eoatend  for  the  authorship  of  the  mis- 
ebief  to  the  party  or  the  country?  Who  would  as- 
same  so  boldly  10  be  answerable  to  the  bluer  d<i- 
amwJNlmeia  of  (A<  ftopUl  Sir,  that  is  ibe  worst  of 
all  popular  feelings  to  contend  with — theSifpevtt' 
mtnt  of  tA«  pe«pUt  Yon  cannot  reason  with  it — 
most  overthrow  yoa,  sir,  if  you  incur  and  enconn- 
If  r  it.  It  wreaks  vengeance,  sir,  as  biting  as  it  is 
bitter,  no  matter  whether  it  be  just  or  unjust.  The 
Qovemraent,  sir,  is  a  mammoth  eoocem,  and  should 
move  slowly  in  developing  its  measures — the  deve- 
lopment of  meastires  shoald  wait  awhile  the  deve- 
lopment of  events.  Yoa  should  see  whether  th«e 
banks  can  maintain  their  efforts  to  resnme.*  You 
should  wait  and  see  how  many  of  them  will  fail. 
You  should  wait  until  a  rastoration  of  confidence 
revives  trade,  and  credit,  and  currency.  If 
yon  do  nothing  at  a  called  session,  there  will  be 
disappeintmeut.  It  yon  do  something,  and  diMress 
continues,  as  it  likely  will,  there  wilt  be  disappoint, 
ment.  tt  yon  do  nothing,  or  Eomething,  good  or 
had,  and  disasters  follow,  yon  will  be  destroyed. 
Tnen  you  must,  for  a  called  session  to  be  successfnl, 
be  ecrtoim— there  mnst  be  no  doubt— yon  must  be 
certain  to  do  the  right  tkmg,  to  adopt  txaetlfUunght 
msontre,  whatever  it  be,  which  must  be  followed 
immediately  by  the  right  and  denroik  tffette,  or  yon 
will  egregiously  fail  to  satisfy  the  expectations  for 
relief  How  many  chances  there;aie  sgaiast  yoa 
the  insurance  offices  might  possibly  solve. 

Some  gentlemen  seem  to  apprehend  ihat,  so  far 
from  the  pressure  continoing,  relief  will  come  of 
itself.  Tneydiead  that— such  are  the  mighty  re- 
sources of  this  country,  and  the  irrepressible  ener- 
gies of  our  people — ^ihe  national  prosperity  will  re- 
vive too  M«n  for  than  to  be  considered  its  authors,' 
and  10  get  the  credit  ol  relief,  fa  this  a  proper 
motive  for  a  called  session?  But  they  need  not 
dream  that  prospe  ity  and  relief  will  come  of  them- 
selves, or  too  soon.  I  trurt  in  Gh)d  they  may  come 
of  themselves,  and  that  lightsoon,  ihal  our  wounds 
may  heal  "by  the  first  inienlion,"  as  snrgeoDs  say, 
without  lint  or  plaster;  bni  there  are  too  many 
wounds  to  be  eicatrizsd,  and  Ablwe  is  slow  in  her 
operations.  Toe  pre>sare  of  rawnptum  must  ran 
throngh  ihis  year,  and  my  only  fear  is  that  it  will 
extend  (hr  beyond  ii.  Bat  what,  I  reoeat,  if  Amu- 
fsrt  shoald  follow  a  called  se&jion?  I  lell  yon,  sir, 
yon  will  have  committed  suicide. 

But  these  tnilincto,  sir,  alone,  are  not  what  go- 
verns me  in  opposition  to  a  called  se&sion.  Sir,  1 
wish  to  avoid  the  agitation  M$  yjor — first  of  the 
taiiffi  secondly  of  the  dutritution  Inll;  thirdly  of  the 
(wife. 

Sir,  Ibis  it  not  (k«  timt  for  the  anti-tariff  minority 
to  take  up  the  revision  of  the  tariff  compromise. 
If  they  taka  up  that  question  now,  they  will  do  it 
with  all  the  odds  against  them.  They  uill  do  it  at 
the  most  inauspieioU!<  period  to  themselves,  and  at 
the  moM  favorable  time  for  the  protective  party. 
There  is  a  (i>^iH«iq(  of  revenue  from  l*e«<»p|>«ge 
tf  Irtde.  Wait  for  commerce  to  come  back,  aud 
that  deficiency  will  be  supplied.  Oentlemen  will 
not  violate  the  compromise.  Ob  not  they  willjiot 
violate  the  compromise  u  thef  undtntand  U;  yet 
they  can  do  all  ihe  mischief  I  dread  xrithia  the  termi 
(/  tfceir  eoinpreAeniton.'  All  sorts  of  projfcts  have 
already  been  gotten  up  to  raise  the  duties  for  reve- 
nue, and  not  one  of  them  pretends  to  violate  the 
compromise ! 

Sir,  I  fear  tUi  tim  will  be  seized  on  to  rait  the 
tmiffto  n<n>fy  dtflaenai,  and  the  tmriffwdlht  irixed 
on  la  make  •  ntrflvaftr  diiMbvHm — that  most  fatal 
scheme  ever  devised  by  the  wit  of  man.  What  I 
must  we  call  a  session  of  Congress  to  diOribule  a 
dejialtnet  qf  revenue?  DittrihiUe  a  defieienaii  Who 
beiore  ever  heard  of  dMritttltNg'  •  defitimtyl 
HVill  any  party  dar*  to  distribute  that  which  we 
Aave  not,  and  which  we  caU  raise  only  by  adopting 
that  nncoDstitntional,  irritating,  and  long-ago  ex- 
ploded polioy— the  protective  tori^    MilMl  you,aiqr 

'  TIM  rhiladelphia  bank*  wn«  driTeo  back  to  Mispeoiioa  ih« 
naxtWMk  aft«r  theae  words  we're  utter«d,  from  the  very  proe- 
peci,  pcobabljr,  tlul  the  United  Siatea  Bank  migbt  asaln  bo 
nuuli  or  utempted  to  be  made  a  depootuny  of  Oorarament 
t^ndoi ot latboc  fcoin  New  York  jealouafoT  audi  aprospaci. 


tariff  on  ony  articles  in  protective  which  U  net  for 
revenue. 

Sir,  I  yield  to  no  man  in  friendship  to  a  properly 
organized,  properly  located,  and  well-managed 
national  bank.  And  as  a  friend  to  that  measure, 
I  inveigh  especially  against  urging  it  prematurely 
and  in  the  midst  of  pressnrt-.  If  you  press  it  too 
eagerly,  too  hastily,  at  the  wrong  time,  you  will 
lose  the  qaesiioo  for  twenty  years  to  come. 

Sir,  I  have  no  idea  that  either  of  ihesc  measures 
(hall  be  preaealed  to  a   called  session,  and   be 
pushed  through  in  the  hie  hsec  hoc  hurry  of  politi- 
cal jugglery.    They  all  require  time  and  reflection. 
My  advice   to  the  Whig  party,  ih;n,  is,  to  ad- 
journ and  go  home.     Let  the  present  majority 
leave  us  they  please;  let  us  go  home.    Wait  a  lit- 
tle—from March  to   December  is  a  short  time— 
and  consult  the  people.    Let  all  the  elections  be 
held,  and  our  full  strength.or  full  weakness  be  as- 
certained.   Let  us  especially  submit  to  our  con- 
siituenis  the  qnestion  of  distribxUion  in    its  new 
light.    Heretofore  the  question  has  been  the  issae 
of  ditbilnttiiig  •  nrflue.    Mr.  Clay's  laad  bill, 
which  was  pocketed  by    General  Jackson,   and 
would  have  been  passed  by  both  Hoases  in  spite 
of  the  veto,  was  a  Kit  to  dtstriftutc  a  nirplui;  and  the 
bill  itself  provided,  I  believe,  that  there  was  lobe 
ho  distri^tion  unless  there  was  a  surplus  of  at 
least  five  millions.    A  tmrphu  was  then  dreaded  as 
aeorrnption  fund.    Again:  the  deposite  act  of  1836 
was  a  deposile  of  forty  millions  of  itorplw;  and  the 
very  policy  of  it  was  to  take  it  away  from  the  pet- 
ty larceny  of  defaulters,  and  of  a  corrupt  political 
party  in  power.    Now  there  isna  surplus;  it  is  a 
defieimey  in  the  Treasury,  and  I  am  for  submitting 
lh«  new  issue  under  the  sun  to  the  people:  Whether 
they  art  for   diafniiiUfig  a  dtficioM^   among  ihe 
Slates?    No  State  Legislature  yet  has  ever  passed 
resoluiions  to  diitntttre  •  deJSeuncy.    I  know  several 
of  ibem  have  to  distribute  a  turphm;  bat  none— no, 
notone— tadistniii(«sii</ieieticy.'    No  man  in  his 
senses  ever  heard  of  snch  a  proposition  before. 

And,  sir,  "Ihe  cat  may  look  at  the  king."  I 
have  a  worU  to  say  to  Qeaeral  Harrison  himself, 
and  as  I  desire  others  to  hear  it.  I  choobe  to  say 
it  here.  My  hearth  desire  and  prayer  for  him  is, 
thai  htvriUbe  Preeidtnt  himtelj,  and  that  be  will  fal- 
fil  to  Ihe  letter  that  pledge  which  bound  me  to  him 
more  than  any  thing  else  he  ever  s£ld,  to  let  no 
man  know  on  whom  he  deeired  kit  inrotte  (*  foil — 
to  have  nothing  ti>do  wiih  appoiniing  his  succes- 
sor—to  leave  that  to  the  people  themselves.  I 
would  exhort  him  to  be  ine  President,  not  of  a 
party,  but  of  ihe  nation,  and  to  see  that  every  man 
under  bim,  from  his  Cabinet  down  to  ibe  lowest 
postmaster,  attends  to  the  buiineee  of  his  offitM,  and 
net  to  politics.  I  would  surest  to  him  thai  the  best 
mode  of  perpetuating  the  Whig  slreogth  and  Whig 
popularity  is  to  make  every  officer  look  to  the  tac- 
cess  of  his  ad'ninistration,  insiead  of  looking  to  Ihe 
succession  of  another  lO  the  admiDisiration— espe- 
cially to  allow  no  man  under  him  (o  electioneer  fo^ 
him>e</or  against  another  for  Ihe  succession.  And, 
sir,  how  is  he  to  he  expected  to  act  fur  himself,  if 
he  is  to  be  suddenly  called  oa  to  perform  Ibat  con- 
stitutional duty — the  most  imponani  lie  wilt  have 
to  discharge — to  reeommend  to  Congreu  eueh  nuo- 
emretae  hi  deenu  froperl  He  has  been  absenl  from 
the  national  affairs  more  than  twemy  years.  He 
is  unacquainted,  personally,  with  the  aoiual  coodi- 
lii>n  of  ihings  in  tbi^  meiropolis  of  miirnle.  If  he 
acts,  then,  is  soon  as  he  comes  here,  he  must  act 
from  Ihe  informal  ion  of  others,  who  are  themselves 
"new  hands  at  the  bellows;"  some  of  whom  have 
never  been  in  before,  and  may  never  ba  again. 
Will  he  be  recommending  hie  own  measures,  then, 
or  tMnl  bUthe  oijett  «f  ihe  called  Mciion  to  have 
Ih*  msoMtrea  ttfotkere  palmed  upon  the  eoMitry  at  his? 
No,  sir,  no.  I  beseech  him  to  look  thoroughly  with 
his  own  eyes  into  the  condi:iun  of  Governmeat;  lo 
survey  well  the  wreck;  to  see  for  himself  what 
ought  to  be  done  in  all  the  Departments,  and  then 
to  retsommend  Mi  own  mMfttrit.  If  he  will  look 
into  the  Navy  Deparimeni,  I  am  jSnre  he  will  see 
that  we  are  in  no  condition,  compared  with  foreign 
powers,  to  gioe  atony  the  proeeede  iifthe  jmMie  lend* 
yVom  on  empty  Treaeury.  Suppose  a  call .  be  made 
upon  the  now  beads,  too,  at  a  called  session — who 
would  be  ready  to  give  the  informatioii  desired  by 


Congress?  No  member  of  the  Cabinet  could  be 
prepared  in  three  momhs  to  give  informa'ion  of  the 
condition  of  the  Depariments. 

Again:  The  Administration  party — the  Van  B«- 
ren  party — have  been  incassaatly  insisting  npo» 
trying  Ihe  S«i-rre«i«r*.  The  fact  is,  that  they 
have  found  it  so  impracticable  since  ii  passed,  that 
diey  have  not  tried  it  themselves. _  They  have 
never,  lo  ihis  day,  complied  with  its "  provisiooa — 
they  cannot,  if  they  would.  Now,  otM^t  not  Qe». 
Harrison  to  try  it,  to  show  iis  utter  lopraclieabiii- 
ty,  before  he  recommends  ils  repeal?  Oagfat  he  nol 
to  understand  fully  its  enormous  defects,  and  to 
make  them  apparent  by  an  attempted  sppUeatioa 
of  it  to  aciual  use  by  Glovemment?  Will  this  mm 
be  the  best  argument  for  ils  repeal?  Wilt  h  BOt  be 
the  best  argument  for  die  charter  of  aiiotber  Na- 
tional Bank  when  the  Sob-Treasury  shall  have 
proved  a  grand  failure,  as  well  as  the  deposile 
bank  sjrstem?'  Is  ihis  demonstration  not  worth 
making,  and  is  the  time  from  March  to  Deeeirter 
too  long  for  it? 

Again:  He  ought  not  to  act  presipitaldy  wOhoat 
knowing  hit  men.  It  is  with  j>oliticiaDS  at  wiih  the 
rhelorician — 

"Half  tb*  ibotorieiaD'a  mleo 
Teach  Um  bat  bow  to  aame  Ua  tool*. " 
General  Harrnon  is  not  personally  aeqoaaled 
with  bat  few  men  now  on  the  public  stage.  He 
cannot,  a  thousand  miles  off,faaveg«<iM4  who  «ie 
fit  for  the  ^oes,  high  and  low.  I  wish  bim,  ar, 
to  know  his  men  well  before  he  takes  their  eounael 
or  gives  ihem  his  confidence,  or  acw  oa  their  ad- 
vicv.  When,  then,  he  has  seen  for  himself— sar- 
veied  all— understood  men  and  meaiw,  amd  the 
condition  of  things  about  him— he  will  be  pre- 
pared 10  recommend  and  lo'act  first  for  the  boaor 
and  welfare  of  his  country,  and,  last,  for  the  glory 
and  sueeecs  of  the  party  which  brought  him  iaio 
power. 

Sir,  the  Whig  party  should  iMt  he  intoxieaied  by 
lis  success.    We  shouM  do  nothing  in  the  Aosked 
feelings  of  victory.    Whom  have   we  conqnered? 
Our  own  countrymen  and  fellow-citiaens,  who  are 
to  be  governed  by  the  same  laws,  and  who  have 
equal  rights  as  ourselves,  who  differ  with  us  as  to 
opinions  merely  abont  men  and  maasaies,  and  who 
will,  if  we  follow  their  bad  examples  of  Ooveri' 
meni,  conquer  as  in  turn.  I  do  not  Jiaow  bow  other 
gaotlemen  feel,  but  for  myself,  I  must  say  that  ay 
feelings  the  day  afwr  the  victory  were  very  diffe- 
rent from  those   of  the  day  before.     On  the  stamp 
of  the  canvass,  I  felt  and  speke  and  really  thoaghi 
as  if  gooermnent  was  a  very  easy  task;  that  to  be  ia 
power  was  all  that  was  necessary  to  reform  A* 
evils  of  which  we  complained,  and  to  accomplish 
the  good  and  patriotic  ends  we  desired.     Wbn  I 
rralizfd  the  fact  that  we  were  in,  the  next  feciiag 
with  roe  was,  as  I  presume  it  wa?  with  every  re- 
flecting patrioiie  friend  of  our  cauic — a  deep  aad 
bumble  conviction  of  oor  own  finite  wisdom,  of 
oui'  own  weakness,  and,  it  might  be,  folly,  aid  a 
solemn  ^ense  of  the  heavy  responsibility  which  bad 
fallen  on  me  and  my  political  friends,  and  ef  the 
dread  obligations  which  the  country  had  devolved 
upon  us.     Before  ihe  election,  it  was  eaty  lo  Sad 
fault;  since  ihe  election,  and  after  ibe  inangais- 
ticn,  it  might  be  hard  to  redeem  the  many  froitfol 
prom'ses  we  had  Iavi<hly  made  daring  the  csAvaas. 
I  feel,  sir,  ihal  the  man  who  goes  into  the  Presi- 
dential ehair,  daring  the  days  of  purificaiion  Khe 
ihese,  should  go  there  as  one  shriven  for  the  prietf- 
bood !    I  am  not,  therefore,  for  rushing  forward 
and  grasping  the  sceptre  of  power  with  an  Mibi- 
tioas  avidiiy,  and,  with  the  shout  of  victors,  dash- 
ing on  wiihont  a  pause  to  extreme  revolatiaBs  of 
policy.    I  am  for  adopiiag  and  pursuing  modenle 
and  cautious  counsels.    It  is  by  no  sadden  and 
biilliant  stroke  of  policy  that  the  cotutrj  eaa  te 
relieved.     Sadden  and  immediaie  relief  to  tha 
coantry  can  be  given  oaly  by  ih«  miraealous  inter- 
position of  wisdom  and  {tower  from  on  higb-    Aa 
ezira  session,  I  fear,  woold  be  a  help  aay  thiBgelsa 
but  divine.    But  so  much  for  ii. 

1  proceed  to  the  third  and  Jasi  reason  for  trotiag 
for  this  Ull— to  preaent  a  premiOwre  renoian  »f  lb 
C^promiM  Jet  and  the  lagutg  of  dutinataU^^ 
pnrpoee  qf  diHribntiag  the  revenue  frgm  paifr 
(ondi. 
Gentlemen  ask  why  I  discuss  this  reaaoa  «•«.    I 
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anstver,  because  I  tee  now  a  disposition  lo  agitate 
the  sabjeet  in  order  to  prepare  public  senlimeniyW 
thtfvtwn. 

Tbis  branch  of  my  sobjeet  is  by  far  the  moit  im- 
porian',  and,  sir,  I  wish  lordisctiss  it  in  detail. 

I  say  I  see  a  disposition  now  to  prepare  ibe  way 
for  a^«r«  tariff  and  distrihatioo;  and,  if  an  extra 
session  is  to  be  called,  that  famre  is  not  fax  distant, 
ftr,  I  see  tbetigTU— they  are  in  namber  not  qnite 
twelve— Hhey  do  not  fill  ap  the  Zodiac — Leo 
and  Scorpio  are  missing — but  1  have  ten  oat 
of  the  twelve  signs  for  the  almanac  of  the  coming 
year. 

1st.  The  first  sign  of  the  tariff  bill  of  the  last  ses- 
sion—the foirrleen  sections  which  were  added  in  the 
Senate  to  a  bill  which  originaied  in  this  Honte  os- 
tenaihly  to  prevent fraads  npon  the  revenne.    Un- 
der this  specious  tiile,  "To  prevent  frauds  upon 
Ae  revenue,"  foarieen  sections  were  introdaccd 
and  added  by  Mr.  Wbioht,  the  chairman  of  the  FV 
nance  Committee  in  the  Senate,  to  tax  hludiei  and  | 
%mbUttched  liiuni,  nPd,  and  worttedgooda,  chiefly  Ine   i 
articles,  from  5  to  50  per  cent. — io  many  cases  ex-  ' 
ceedtog  the  rate  expressly  limited  by   the  Compro-  I 
m'se  Act,  and  involving  freUetion  iSreet<y  to  Ktn-  I 
tmkf  t^ging.    Yet  gentlemen  then  told  as,  "Oh,   i 
we  have  no  idea  ot  violating  the  compromise;"  I 
and  some  Whigs  and  Sontbcrn  genileman  vo(ed   | 
for  that  biU— as  they  are  aiding  measures  now — 
"God  forgive  them,"  because  they  knew  not  what 
they  did!  { 

3i.  The  second  si^n  is,  the  great   Tobmxo  Con-  i 
vtnHon,  which  was  held  lately  in  this  city;  which, 
under  the  guise  of  retaliation  for  French  bntdens 
npoB  Maryland  kite  foal,  was  another  tariff  move-, 
ment   to    increase  duties  for  no  purpose  of  re- 


3.  The  third  sign  was  the  .reference  of  the  bill.  | 
already  mentioned  as  passed'  by  the  Senate  last 
Mssion,  again  this  session  to  the  CommUietMiJIfaiMt- 
factwru  instead  ( f  referring  it  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means;  whrn  the  test  question  has  al- 
ways been  heretofore  a  question  of  reference — those 
who  advocated  a  frttettivt  tariff  always  going  for  re- 
ferring to  Mtmufuiwu,  and  those  who  wrnt  for  a 
revenue  tariff  only,  always  going  for  referring  to  < 
frgf$  and  Mean$     And  this  bill,  "lo  prevent  frauds 
on  the  revenue,"  which  is  again  reported,  though  ; 
without  the  fourteen  sections,  is  itself  an  odioas  la-  : 
riff  of  protection,  by  its  uonesessary  and  hard  re- 
strietions  apon  trade  in  all  foreign  articles,  and  its  ' 
almost  prohibitory  provisions  against  the  iatroduc- 
tion  of  foreign  articles  at  the  costom-bouse.  ,  It  is 
a  «iw(«m*A«tMe  protective  tariff. 

4ih.  The  fourth  sign  i!>,  another  bUl  to  tax  cer-  ; 
tain  anprotected  anicles  already  reported  by  the  ■ 
CSemmitiee  on  Mannlactiurea,  and  now  on  the  table.   , 

5ih.  The  fifth  sign  is,  the  reylntions  offered  by  , 
the  gentleman  t'rom  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Grbbn.) 

6<h.  The  noitee  given  bj  the  gentleman  from  ; 
New  York,  (Mr.  Barnabd,)  to  offer  his  resolutions  , 
or  amendments  in  case  his  muiion  lo  strike  oat  the  ' 
eBaetiDgelaose  of  tbis  bill  succeeds. 

7<b    The  atneodment  inter  ded  tu  be  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  North  CaruUua,  (Mr.  Stanlt.)  > 

8tb.  The  speeches  in  both  Houses  oL  Congress,  , 
particularly  those  in  ibis  Houm,  of  the  gentleman  ; 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  ^abmard,)  of  the  geatleman 
from  Maine,  (Mr.  Evans,)  of  the  gentleman  from   | 
'Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bkli.,}  oC.Suuih  Carolina,  (Mr.  j 
Thompson,)  of  Gecri^is,  (Mr.  Nisbkt,)  and  of  the   ; 
gentleman  from  Keniacky,  (Mr.  Pope  )    The  last   | 
geatlemau's  speech,  «ir,  vta  more  open  and  plainly   . 
intelligible  than  any.    He  coiitended,  in  the  first  j 
p'ace,  that  you  will  have  a  laigt  d^fi^enef  in  Iht  , 
3Ve«swrf .    In  the  next  place,  be  assumed  that  you 
will  be  compelled  to  resort  to  a  forge  ineruM  <>/  iff 
til*  on  imptrb;  that  the  compromise  act  wa<!  no  j 
eom;Me';  that  the  proteetivt  principle  was  not  aban- 
doned  by  it;  that  the  tariff  was  no  harden  opon 
the  Soath;  that  Arkansas  pays  more  than  Yirginia> 
or  North  Carolina,  or  South  Carolina,  in  propor- 
tion to  population;  and  be  insisted  that  the  whnle 
Sontb  will  eveniaally  be  the  advocates  »f  pra(M(tti* 
duties.     So  far  the  gentleman  was  consistent;  but 
in  the  nrxtbreaih  be  magn:fifd  the  necessity  for 
expenditures  upon  splendid  inltmai  xmprtvemnU, 
and  went  still  further  for  emptying  the  Treasoiy, 
already  requiring  th<  increase  of  duties  to  mpply 


iis  immense  d<  ficiency  coniended  for  by  him,  fry 
diibributing  tke  prteeedt  vf  th*  pvttie  landi  to  mpptf 
tin  largt  defieiineiu  in  tk»  IVMiurMi  cf  (if  M«er«l 
Sfatei.  Yes,  tir,  ke  summed  np  the  whole  scheme 
of  dutrihutimg  a  d^fidirtes  »f  tke  TVtotury  here  to 
tapply  d^fieieneiet  rf  Iwenty-tit  Trtantriet  eUmken! 
Did  yon  ever  hear  of  diitrikuting  a  d^ficiemg  t»  s^p- 
plf  d'Jieieneieti  The  meaning  of  ihir  paradox  is — 
tkirabing  ^  tkelar^dirtelly  teptii  BlaU  dMtin^- 
reetlyl  Have  we  not  an  odd  way  of  getting  at  the 
meaning  of  meairarest  Who  would  ever  have 
thonght  of  thus  defining  that  odd  phrase — ''distri- 
buting a  deficiency  to  snpply  deficieneiesi"  I  will 
show  yon  directly,  sir,  that  any  duties  apon  an^  at- 
ticles  are  jirtlect^  duties,  if  they  be  not  for  the 
pnrpow  of  federal  retenue.  Who  will  submit  lo  a 
proteetire  tarilf  to  pay  State  itbUI  In  tbis  way,  sir, 
the  Qeaeral  Government  will  not  only  be  paying 
the  cost  of  State  internal  improvements  and  com- 
mon schools,  but  all  their  aniniei/iaf  expenaes<  Thus 
it  wiH  be  laying  dntivs,  imposts,  and  excises,  not  to 
pay  its  em  debts  and  provide  for  the  ttmmin  de- 
fenee,  but  to  carry  into  tSeei  actually  the  powers 
which  are  expressly  reserved  to  the  States.  Who 
will  bear  this  new  and  improved  laiitndina- 
rianism,  going  far  beyond  any  absolute  lederalism 
ever  before  heard  of  1  But,  sir,  I  am  only  thow- 
iog  the  »igiu.  The  speech  ef  the  gentleman  from 
Kentacky  (Mr.  Pops)  very  ingenuously  exposes 
the  whot'  scheme.    Ex  ptde  HtreuUn. 

9th.  The  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Evxrbtt,!  to  inquire  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasory  concerning  the  rate  of 
duties  on  articles  taxed  less  than  30  per  cent.  Ac. 
was  the  beginniag  of  tbe  second  chapter  of  this  ta- 
riff motemenl.  I  objected  to  tbe  iniroduciion  of 
this  resolution,  and  must  now  apoloaiae  to  the  gen- 
tleman [Mr.  EvERBTT]  for  having  done  so.  It  was 
from  no  nnkind  feeling  to  that  gentleman  per- 
sonally, 1  assure  bim,  for  I  esteem  him  at  highly 
as  any  gentleu'an  on  this  floor.  But  I  wa';  unwil- 
ling, sir,  lo  encourage  any  gentleman's  attempt  to 
procure  materials  with  which  to  agiiale  this  tariff 
qaeslion;  and  tbe  geotleman's  resolution  went  a 
little  beyond  the  other  which  had  been  offered,  in 
looking  to  many  articles  which  belong  to  the  pro- 
tected class.    I  did  not  wish  them  dismibed. 

10th.  The  second  paragraph  of  the  9d  chapter  of 
this  movement,  and  the  last  sign  I  have  observed, 
sir,  is  a  small  titatute  lying  on  yonr  table,  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  which  I  shall 
for  brevity  call  the  pin  bill.  Yes,  sir,  the  pin  iiif. 
It  is  a  little  hedge  hog  or  porcupine  bill,  which  I  am 
afraid  to  handle. 

[Here  Mr.  TiLLiNCHtsT  ro^e  and  said,  "It 
is  hard  for  the  gentleman  to  kick  agaiasr  the 
pricks!"] 

Mr.  WisK.  I  ask  tbe  Clerk  to  read  that  bill. 
[Tbe  Clerk  read  it.]  Sir,  I  do  not  know  whether 
oar  pin  manofactareis  have  learned  to  pat  up  their 
pins  nicely  or  not.  I  know  that  yon  may  take  a 
paper  of  French  or  English  pins,  and  squeeze  it  in 
yonr  hand,  without  danger  of  being  pricked.  But 
lest  these  papers  of  Yankee  pins  be  put  up  loosely, 
I  wiM  not,  with  the  gentleman's  permii'sion,  handle 
them  this  session;  I  will  kick  against  handling  them 
now,  for  fear  of  tbe  lochjaw.  For  fear,  sir,'  that 
yoa  will  begin  with  fin  bUIs — ay,  sir,  the  least  lit- 
tle, liny  lad}/  pin  bills,  and  get,  before  we  know 
what  you  are  ai,  into  coartt  letolUnt — all  the  heavy 
proleeied  articles,  which  would  require  bodkins  or 
darning  needles  to  stitch  ibem.  No,  sir,  no.  If 
the  wolf  gels  bis  bead  io,  he  will  his  whole  body — 
the  door  i^hall  sot  be  left  ajar  with  my  consient— I 
am  an  anti-tariff  man,  and  that  party  is  in  ib«  mi- 
nority. I  begin  at  tbe  beginning,  sir.  I  will  not, 
if  I  can  help  it,  entertain  even  so  much  as  a  pin 
bill.  If  the  lariir  majority  will  let  me  alone,  I  will 
gladly  let  them  alone.  I  abide  by  the  compromise, 
the  very  first  principle  of  which  is,  that  the  tariff  ii 
not  to  be  distmbtd  at  all,  txeept,  ae  a  points  out, far 
Iht  purpote$  of  retennc  jar  "oa  etonomicof  stfmini^ 
tratton  itflkt  QaotmmenA."  Let  the  South  remem- 
ber that,  for  it  is  ib«ir  only  ark  of  safety.  They 
are  the  weaker  patty,  and  these  signt  are  Mnmovs. 
Let  the  eempromite  act  atone,  is  my  policy  on  the  ta- 
riff. 

But,  sir,  gentlemen  all  tell  us  now,  as  heretofore, 
that  they  ate  for  carrying  out  the  compromise;  that 


they— «h,  no!  they  will  hot  disturb  the  compromise 
act. 

What  is  tbe  compromise  aeiT  Let  usseewhalher ' 
we  all  nndeittand  it  alike.  What  are  its  termst 
What  its  extent  aiMl  liitiitaiien  of  operaliont  Sir,  in 
ansirer  to  these  questions,  I  have,  from  a  sense  of 
justice,  to  do  what  I  thonght  I  never  shenld  be  call-  ' 
ed  on  by  any  sense  to  do— to  praise  a  rtfvrt  of  th« 
bonorabia  Levi  Woodbury!  Truly  the  sweatest 
notes  of  this  swan  are  his  dying  notes!!  See 
Senate  doeument,  a6ih  Congress,  3d  sessiim:  "Re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  communi- 
cating, in  oomplianee  with  a  resolution  of  the  Se- 
nate, a  plan  of  a  permanent  change  in  the  tariff, 
January  19, 1841."  In  this  report  gentlemen  will 
find  my  sentiments  preeiaely;  and  I  forgive  Mr.  Se- 
cretary for  mncb  of  bis  usual  ebtasen^  of  inl^ 
leo>,  and  obscnrity  of  style,  on  aeeonntof  thiselear 
aad  able  report  opon  the  exact  spirit  and  letter  of 
the  comprom  ise  aei  -    He  truly  says: 

■  That  act  U  mippcnd  to  harebeea  ttttan  ordinary  maa- 
ture  of  legislation,  bat  itM  result  ofa  Compromiaa  bstweao  car- 
lain  great  and  citnflicting  intereaia  on  tba  dilBeiiltiaa  ikeo  tn- 
Tolred  in  theagtiattegmatiaror  tlia ■aiW.  HaDca,  ihangh  ilw 
act  WW  in  the  formof  ataw.andilMrarore  liable,  to  asroper 
cate,  10  an/  future  modification  or  npeal  oflu  proTlaoM^  It 
la  underatood  that  the  paniea  moat  coocened  coMsmplaiad 
thereby  a  permanent  arrangemtnt  of  the  laadingmrineiplto 
liut  aliould  afierwarda  control  the  whole  subject.  The  Impor- 
tance of  ilie  emergency  which  occasioned  tbe  paawga  of  dia 
law,  the  diatiiwnuhed  hidirlduala  who  partielpatad  mara  lin- 
medlaialy  io  ad|<uUiis  ita  proviaioiM,  ana  the  aalalair  infloenca 
of  their  oparaiiaii  up  lo  the  present  time,  in  hnpaning  a  degraa 
orstabUity  to  our  manuiacturing  enterprise,  sought  In  rain 
threui;h  the  prerioua  flnrtuatinna  of  legislation,  hare  prodaUy 
contributed  to  strengthen  this  impiaaaioo.  , 

"But,  however  that  fact  may  hare  been,  and  aubject  to  aubas- 
quent  aliention9,jis all lawainuat  pro^Iy  be  eoinlderad:  yet, 


to  change  the  limhatioDs  in  this  oaa,  ao  peculiarly  atuiatei 
to  do  it  BgainM  the  wishes  of  peisoos  roast  lolaieatad,  or  with- 
out the  apology  of  soma  pabUc  exigency  or  naeaaalty  of  state, 
would  surely  aesm  to  be  unoecsaaary,  and,  at  Isast,  of  doublAii 
propriety." 

This  view  is  my  view  of  the  binding  obligatien 
of  faith  and  interest  not  to  distnib  this  important 
act  of  legislation  which  once  aettled  the  harmony 
of  this  Union,  and  lo  disturb  which  woold  be  again 
to  disturb  that  harmony.  Gentlemen  say  it  is  not  a 
compact,  but  I  say  it  is  stronger  than  a  compact,  it 
is  a  eompramise,  and  is  sacred.  A  eesqwet,  sir, 
might  be  regarded  as  a  bond  or  covenant  is  in  some 
sections,  where,  if  either  be  given,  tbe  debtor 
thinks  be  may,  if  be  can,  avoid  payment  or  dis- 
charge of  the  obligation  because  it  is  a  writing  ob- 
ligatory; but  if  he  premiset  to  pay  only,  his  hoiur  is 
pledged  and  the  debt  is  safe.  So  here,  sir,  if  this 
was  eonstitMtionat  law,  gentlemen  who  plead  it  is 
not  a  compact  might  conscientiously  elaim  tbe 
power  to  violate  it  as  Ikty  ttsnally,  in  my  opinion, 
do  violate  that  fundamental  instmmeBt  which  we 
have  called  a  C'Mistitnti^B;  bttt  as  it  is  merely  slaM* 
law,  not  the  bond  which  may  not  be  denie'd,  I 
pnt  their  cenaeisNee*  aside  and  rely  upon  their  hontf 
to  observe  its  faith. 

Whence  sprang  tbis  actl  From  daager  to  the 
Union — out  of  resistance  to  uneqaal  and  oppressive 
uxation.  Tne  bill  of  abominations,  Ibe  tariff  of 
1823,  had  consummated  tbe  protective  poli^.  In 
1833,  the  question  was  one  of  a  reduction  of  du- 
ties. The  Sooth  contenfled  for  a  redaction  apon 
pro'ected  ai  ticks,  and  for  a  tax  upon  luxaries.  ^te 
tariff  iniereii  mtde  almost  all  the  luxaries  fTee,  and 
left  the  duties  oa  the  protected  articles.  Sontb  Ca- 
rolina, aroused,  resortsd  to  her  reserved  rights — de- 
clared herself  "the  judge  ef  the  infraction  and  of 
the  mode  ao  J  measure  of  redreaB"~-proclaimed  her 
ordinance  ol  nullification,  and  swore  by  her  altar 
and  her  gods  that  both  shoukl  "sink  together  in  the 
dust"  sooner  than  she  would  sabmit  to  oppression. 
Geo.  Jai:kson  rose  in  his  majesty,  and  swore  "by 
the  eternal  god!>"  that  he  would  "see  the  laws  faith- 
fully executed,"  and  hang  Calbonn,  Hayne,  Ha- 
milioo,  and  McDoflie,  "as  high  as  Hanan'a  gal- 
lows!" And  his  wrath  was  no  idle  wraih--4ii8 
threat  no  vain  threat.  The  State  had  sammoned 
her  chivalry,  and,  as  I  am  informed,  one  of  tbe 
members  of  h^r  convention,  now  ja  member  of  this 
House,  [Mr.  Rhbtt,]  went  even  so  ihr  as  to  pro- 
pose a  dissolution  of  tbe  Union,  and  Jackson  iaraed 
bis  proclamation,  aad  bis  orden  to  the  standing 
army  and  to  the.navy.  The  nation  was  called  "to 
arms!" — the  nation  against  a  single  State.  No, 
sir,  tbe  North  against  the  South — section  against 
sectioD— the  very  army  and  navy  would  have  been 
divided  against  themselves — father  agaiast  son,  and 
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broifaer  against  broibor!  I  was  no  nullifier.  I  op- 
posed the  doctriike.  1  oppssed  the  ifaeory  at>aa 
«Weh  the  ivtisiaiice  was  foaaded.  I  defeated  iis 
•dToeates  in  an  eUcdoa  for  a  neat  oo  this  flooi.  I 
'  was  a  UoioB  man  and  for  peace.  Bat  lei  me  if  il 
geademen  lbat,if  war  had  bpgan,  cTery  Union  man 
«r  Virginia  woald  hare  been  a  Soothern  man.  No 
•taiding  army  voald  erer  have  crossed  her  ancient 
linei  <6  do  battle  against  a  sovetetgn  State,  widioat 
flrst  ^ling  ber  ions  of  erery  faith  at  every  pass 
wbere  volanleerscoold  hare  made  a  stand.  Wh>7 
'Btcvtee,  sir,  when  the  torch  of  clril  war  between 
ikisOovemmeot  and  a  State  had  once  been  lighted, 
tte  Union  wonM  have  been  diuolved.  Ooee  a  war, 
never  mAre  a  UiHm — a  Union  as  a  Union  has  exist- 
ed and  shonld  exist.  After  a  war  of  thit  kind,  it 
WMid  have  been  a  Uttion  tf  etm^ida  itn,  etmenUd 
by  Uoti! — SDch  a  Union  as  no  Union  man  of  my 
Bcqaaintasce  wonlJ  have  been  willing  to  see  exist. 
I  doabt  whether  the  officers  of  the  nary  or  army 
eonld  have  been  bronght  to  bear  a  gnn  upon  their 
own  brethren  in  arms  against  whai  they  solemnly 
deemed  uneonstiindonal  oppression. 

[Here  several  eentlemen  exclaimed — "Yes!  Bil- 
liott  was  tbere— Poinsett  was  liiere,  the  present  Se- 
d^'ary  of  War.] 

Mr.  Wiac.  Yes  I  and  there  were  olA«n  lure  to 
pass  a  '  ilowtji  titt,"  against  which  my  present  ho- 
nored coDslllnent,  the  present  Vice  President  elect, 
mUtu  vtUd  I  Ellioit  does  not  deserve  to  be  called 
an  officer  of  the  Navy.  Bat  meh,  sir,  was  the  nn- 
happy  coadition  of  onr  coantry  when  this  act 
passed— ran  act  which,  if  it  be  not  a  evinpaitt,  is  an 
act  of  reitttum — an  act  of  peaceful  emtprDmin  of 
civil  hostilities-  which  cairied '  healing  on  iu  wiogU" 
An  act,  in  the  aathoiship  of  which  cinsists  the 
chief  glory  of  an  honored  and  dtstiogoished  Sena- 
tor,  who  acqaired  by  iis  pa'^saiep  the  illaslrieus  title 
of  "The  Great  Pacificator."  To  thai  patriot  I  as- 
cribe all  honor,  praise,  alid  graiiladr,  which  are 
doe  to  him,  and  1  mean  not  to  strip  him  of  a  laarel 
on  his  brow;  but  thnre  is  a  pirt  of  the  secret  history 
of  ihi*  act  which,  to  the  honor  of  ano'her,  has  ne- 
ver yet  been  recorded,  and  which  I  will  take  ibis 
oppoitnniiy  to  reveal. 

Sir,  yesterday  I  alladed  to  Mr.  Madison  as  the 
only  lamp  of  my  public  lite.  Him  I  never  saw, 
and  I  shoal'l  have  remembered  another  model  of 
wisdom,  and  virtoe,  and  patriotism  whom  I  have 
seen,  and  seen  in  all  siioaiions  of  Iif« — long  and 
intimately  did  I  know — well  did  I  love  him,  and 
sacredly  do  I  cherish  his  memory.  He  is  no 
more.  I  wish  I  eonld  imitate  his  virtoons  and  hal- 
lowed example  in  life.  I  mean  the  lamented 
Hqgh  Lanson  While,  a  servant  of  Tennessee,  a 
son  ol  North  Carolina,  witboat  whose  aid  Ibis  com- 
prookise  act  never  could  have  become  a  lav — 
withont  whose  patriotism  and  firmness  there 
would  hure  been  a  civil  war  upon  a  sovereign 
State  and  upon  the  Union.  Sonth  Caroliaa  onght 
to  be  told  of  this:  Sonth  Carolina,  who,  in  1836, 
threw  her  vote  from  him,  her  best  defender  from  a 
tyrant.  When  this  act  was  before  ihe  Senate,  be 
was  President  yra.  lorn,  of  that  honorable  body. 
He  was  in  the  chair,  and  had  the  appointment  of 
the  committee  which  had  to  consider  and  report 
upon  the  plan  oradjosting  the  tariff  dUBjolties.  In 
dli^  high  place,  with  ibis  power,  he  was  waraed — I 
will  noi  say  by  whom — n)l  t»  fttl  •  certian  gtntlt- 
man  (John  M.  CItyton  of  Delaware)  on  the  oom- 
mittee.  The  reason  ww^,  that  there  were  rival 
plans — one  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
toeky,  of  whom  and  whose  measure  that  certain 
gentleman  was  the  friend;  and  the  other  plan  was 
that  of  the  AdminisKation  then  in  power  That 
'  Adminisiralii  n  was  governed  by  one  of  two  mo- 
tives, perhaps  by  both,  in  wishing  to  defeat  this  act. 
They  wished  certmnly  to  ^ive  preferenee  to  their 
own  plan,  and  to  deprive  the  authors  of  this  of  the 
honor  of  theootnptromi&e;  and,  perhaps  th-;  bead 
and  chief  wished  nothing  so  mocb  as  the  opportu- 
nity to  apply  "Me  teond  «te(i«n"  to  iho  leaders 
of  resistaoc',  whom  he  charged  more  with 
tieaon  to  Aim  perspntlly  than  to  ihe  coun- 
try. Tht  President  fro  tan.  of  the  Senate 
l^new  well  ihc  danger  of  defeating  this  nci- 
When  orders  were  i<«aed  to  him  not  to  appoint 
itvftiend  and  advocate  on  the  co.-.imiltee,  what  was 
Us  reptyl    The  reply  of  that  sage,  and  patriot,  and 


hero— hero  he  wa<,  for  he  had,  like  bis  chief,  been 
in  the  wars — his  reply  was  a  plea  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  any  pswer  to  dictate  the  manner  of  dis- 
charging bis  dutir.  He  told  iba  man  who  assumed 
this  au'-borily,  "Yon  are  too  late.  Mr.  Clayton  is 
appointed;  and  if  he  wat  not,  he  should  be.  I  voted 
for  the  force  bill  «>  a  dteiiiim  nurthi  thmt  Uu  Qo- 
•enMMnt  hai  the  foiBtr  to  ixetutt  itt  Uuu.  .1  never 
intended  it  should  operate  or  actually  be  pat  in 
force  against  any  portion  of  my  eonnirymen  who 
happen  to  differ  from  me  in  opinion,  and  who  are 
as  honest  and  ooBScientiOos  in  those  opinions  as  I 
am  in  mine;  and,  having  voted  for  it,  I  will  afford 
every  opportunity  to  legislation  in  my  power  to  pre* 
vent  its  effect."  And  this,  sir',  produced  Ihe  first 
cause  of  difference  between  him  and  Qeneral  Jaea- 
son.  He  muzzled  the  bloodhounds,  disappointed 
his  chief  of  his  prey,  aided  the  compromise,  and 
gave  peace  to  a  distracted  people.  Who  would 
wish,  even  if  he  eonld  acquire  ihe  title  of  seeond 
pacificator,  to  produce  scenes  like  these  againt  Sir, 
if  ever  this  tariff  controversy  rages  again,  gentle- 
men will  not  find  one  State  alone  in  ber  reoisianee, 
but  they  may  find  their  "bloody  bills"  as  vain  as 
any  attempt  at  compromise  will  be  in  future.  Let 
us,  then,  I  repeat,  consider  this  act,  as  dues  the  Se- 
cretary, an  honorary  bond  of  union,  as  binding  as 
/•it*,  afad  as  precious  as  ;;eaee. 

Bat,  sir,  whether  an  ordinan/  act  or  legislation  or 
not,  it  is  and  will  continue  to  be  a  «l«Me,  snsh  as 
it  is,  nntil  repealed,  every  section  of  which  will 
eontiaue,  unless  repealed  in  whole  or  in  part. 
Some,  sir,  se«m  to  imagine  that  the  act  ttfUrt*  in 
June,  1843  So  far  from  it,  sir,  tkm,  mi  not  tm- 
Iti  Ikm,  eonvntnett  the  fmrt  of  tht  icrprbt  or  $t^mU- 
Han  intended  for  Ike  South.  Prom  1833  until  then 
Ihe  tariff  interest  will  have  had  the  dniiea  mostly 
above  20  per  cent,  and  nnt  nntil  then  will  the  maxi- 
mtim  dnty,  not  to  exceed  SO  per  cent,  become  fixed. 
It  will  be  hard,  iodFedj  if  it  sttjUl  continue  a  cmi- 
,promSie  nntil  one  party  gets  all  their  share  of  the 
bargain,  and  immediately  cease  to  be  a eomprMniit, 
and  bfcomea  mere  otd'Uary  siainte,  subject  and 
liable,  like  all  other  staint^s,  to  be  repealed,  as 
soon  as  the  period  arrives,  by  its  own  limitations, 
for  Ihe  other  parly  to  derive  from  it  a  benefit 
This  truly  will  be  yielding  to  the  pnltetio*  gentle- 
men's construction  both  the  b'g  and  the  little  end 
of  the  bargain.  A  part  of  the  very  bargain  was, 
that  ihe  excessive  protection  should  b'  gradually 
reduced  only  for  nine  years,  and  then  nni  exceed  a 
given  rate  of  30  per  cent.  Will  gentlemen  now 
say  that  they  will  enjoy  this  excess  of  protection 
above  30  per  cent,  for  these  nise  yem,  gradually 
reduced  only, 'and  then,  as  soon  as  the  reduction 
falls  to  30  per  cent,  that  they  will  repeal  the  act 
and  pass  a  new  act  to  suit  their  cupidity — to  go 
back,  if  they  please,  to  the  highest  tares  of  duty, 
and  that  duly  laid  on  what  articles  they  please)  If 
this  is  what  they  me^n  by  saying  this  is  no  com- 
premAse,  I  a^ree  with  ihem,  and  ailmit  that,  in  this 
seitsr,  it  will  mfiau  for  them  to  take  all  and  leave 
nothing  for  ns! 

The  act  of  1633  Was  an  ordinary  act  of  legisla- 
tion, liable  to  repral  at  any  time,  but  containing  no 
limitation  of  lime  for  its  ope'r-ttion.  That  act  is 
the  basis  or'  this  act  of  March  3  1833,  commonly 
called  the  "compromise  act."  Both  arts  continue 
on  nntil  repealeil,  in  whole  or  in  part. 

The  1st  and  2 1  reciions  of  the  act  of  March  3, 
1833,  fix  the  duties  on  certain  artieirs  named  in  the 
ac!  of  1833  at  21  per  cent  from  and  after  ihe  SOib 
day  of  June,  1842 

Section  3J  enacts  that  all  duties  shall  be  cash  du- 
ties "frent  and  t^er  the  30lh  day  of  June,  1842;" 
that  "such  duties  shall  be  laid  for  Ihe  purpose  of 
raising  such  revenue  aa  may  be  necrssary  lo  an 
economical  administration  of  the  Governmenl," 
from  and  after  that  day,  and  it  establishes  ihe  hom« 
valuation  aflpr  that  day. 

Sxiion  5th  makes  certain  articles  free  "/rem  and 
afer  (bat  day;"  prescribes  on  what  articles  doties 
are  to  be  laii  o^er  30lh  Jane,  1843;  and  provides 
that  the  duties  on  no  articles  shall  exceed  30  per 
cent,  "/rom  and  irfler"  that  day. 

Sretion  Gib  shows  that  the  act  contemplates  its 
restriciions  in  some  lespeols  to  opertte  alter  30th 
June,  1843. 

Here,  then,  we  see  that  ibis  act  is  but  a  modifi- 


ca'ion  and  continuation  of  ibe  act  <>f  1833.  No 
new  legislation  is  necetsary  afier  June,  1843,  in 
consequence  of  any  expiration  or  suspension  ot 
these  laws.  If  let  alone,  they  will  work  out  their 
own  provisions.  They  do  not  necessarily  require 
any  renewal  or  change  or  additional  enactment 
whatever.  And  the  duties  laid  by  these  laws  an 
suffieiettin  oidinary  times,- when  unosaal  oanaes 
do  not  obsttnct  trade,  to  supply  reoenm  for  an  eco- 
nomical administration  of  itie  Govern  menu  Tbci* 
is  no  neoessiiy  for  your  disturbing  the  a«t  for  tea- 
son  of  any  defect  in  it,  or  thai  it  will  not  conuaiw 
to  operate. 

The  extent  and  limitations  of  the  act  are  well 
defined  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  report: 
"What,  than,  are  thowMipulationa  ortcaOtcUoqal 
"1 .  Tb*  fint  M«nu  to  be,  that  a  rediteiion,  hy  inataloMnB,  of 
the  former  laie  of  dailee,  wtiaa  exceeding  tweoiy  per  eat. 
ahoald  Ibnhwiih  eommeiie«,and  coaiinue  ORiateimpiod  oMS 
Julj  Jet,  1842;  ao  tiuu  wheu  thai  period arrivei,  no  dotiee  wtat- 
erec  ahoald  exceed  twenty  per  cent.  The  leedlnf  eaciiaa  of 
tfaeaottaexpllaUnpoBihta  point.  Hence,  to  deCn  or  repeal,  ao 
■ome  have  propooed,  the  two  reduciioae  now  tematniin  and 
which  ere  to  take  elTect  io  1842,  wonk)  keep  manydaiieoQikar 
than  twwtTperoent.  and  tbna  i>e  Hi  direet  vMatwo  of  ttdne 
neral proruioa.  But  irthae  JaMndoOioM  tiMald  amto* 
deficiaaey  la  the  revenue,  the  Sth  aeeiion  of  the  act  would  adew 
it  to  be  eiippIliMl  In  e  dUTereni  way,  becauee  thkseciloo  uioiMeo 
that,  in  Bucn  en  event,  nothing  contained  hi  the  law  iBaa|a». 
vent  ■aliedng  the  raiae  of  duty  on  anicleo  which,  tif  (fas  iliai 


eaid  act  of  llib  July,  1832,  are  •ulije.a  to  a  Ina  doty  than  twenty 
percent.' 

"2.  h  will  be  eeeo,  howeTer,  diet  tble  prorMag  rnnlaine  a  a»- 
eood  reetdction  by  Oinitlag  any  leriaioD  nude  belora  184?  lot 
ao  Increaae  of  the  tariff  to  only  tuch  atticlM  ee  pay  a  leai  doV 
than  twenty  per  cent 

"3.  The  next  and  thbd  natrictioo  on  a  refWoD  ie,  diu  tkooCli 
one  may  be  made  before  1812,  for  porposte  of  lerenoe,  i(  whan 
increaaing  thediitiee,itbe  confined  to  artidee  payiag  leio  than 
twenty  per  cent;  yet  it  ehonid  not  ndte  tbe  tarn  oq  <Mb» 
above  ihat  rate,  OTon  for  tOTanue— mucE  lea^  probably,  for 
any  other  purpose.  The  cloee  of  the  6th  eecuon  eeems  to  be 
eipceea,  that  the  duty  oo  artlelea  paying  a  leee  nte  ibea  n — 
ty  per  cent.  If  changed  before  1642,aball  be  altered  <ia  a 
manner  aa  not  to  axoeed  that  rate.' 

"What  would  be  deemea  the  proper  dbpoaition  of  tbialia 
tlon,  If  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent  on  an  importa  weoU  oK 
yield  anlBcient  for  the  bgiiimau  parpoaee  of  itruue,  mwM 
be  eetUed  when  the  cese  aliall  arlae.  But  U  ia  belioTed  (bat, 
with  proper  economy,  there  ii  no  likelihood  of  atich  a  eaac  n«r 
occurring  in  a  period  of  peace 

"4.  Another  teairlcUon  •upp 
that  If  a  rarieion  be  made  to  operate  after  Jane  34, 18C2,  t 


"4.  Another  teatrlcUon  lappaead  lo  have  been  iaaeadad  li^ 
jat  If  a  rarieion  be  made  to  operate  after  Jane  34, 18C2,  tnataaa 
of  before,  etill,  ai  a  general  rule,  none  of  the  dutiee  thalf  be  t 


raiaed  abbre  twenty  per  cent  Thne  the  ekae  of  the  Stk  aae- 
tion  pioridea  that  'all  impuna,  oo  which  the  lai  eecttan  of  thia 
act  may  opeiaie,  and  all  artidea  now  admitted  lo  entry  fn* 
from  duty,  or  paying  a  leee  rate  ol  dnty  Ibkn  iweoty  per  cast, 
ad  valorem,  before  the  aaidSOtb  of  Jane,  18(2;  from  aad  aAar 
thatday  may  be  admitted  to  entry,  aubjeet  to  eoch  day,  wet 
exeeeifin;  twenty  pet  ceaumf  valorem,  aa  ehallbe  pitwMed 
bylaw.  A  change  could  then  be  made,  at  pleaaore,  from  tvaa- 
ty  percent.  down«anla,to  entire  freedom  bom  anyimpoat; 
but  n*  iocreaae  waa  to  be  permitted  to  gu  above  ihatiatak  b- 
deed,  the  inference  would  aeem  to  be,  tnki  ttie  compromtm  waa 
intended  to  pivrent  any  dutiee  from  being  aeaeaeed,  evaa  aAar 
18^  exduiiTely  lor  the  purpose  of  dietribuUan,  or  p 
whether  below  or  above  twenty  per  cent  In  amount;  I 
claUK  in  the  3d  eection  prorldee  that,  aftei  1842,  ■duties  iliall  bs 
laid  for  the  purpoee  o  railing  aticl.  memie  as  may  be  nsos- 
aary  to  an  «eea«mtca<  admioiBtiaiios  of  Uie  Qnvi  r  iimiT,'  bu 
is  ellent  aa  to  recognisliig  or  aanctioniDg  aa  anifaoiity  i*  do  ii 
for  any  other  putpoMi  The  railing  euch  a  revenm  waa  the 
great  ubiect  of  granting  any  power  m  the  Coasttnitiea  m  In 
taxes  and  imposts.  And  it  would  be  difflcnitio  find,  in  a  taBt- 
led  giant  of  poweia,  like  what  is  contained  in  that  tasmmaat, 
for  laying  impoeta,  a  warrant  to  impose  ihom  for  other  and  dte- 
linct  ot>jeeti;  andeapeeitllyifiheoperalioDorsach  amssaare, 
apparently  under  an  asaumed  authority,and  oaasalt)ca  so 
delicate  and  momentous  to  mankind  as  taxation,  ibo old  tend  lo 
enrich  particular  claawe  or  aeetiooa  at  the  expienss  ef  othiim. 
In  troth,  the  tariff  Is  asmuch  a  ayaiem  of  laxatisasia  Jaad  tu, 
a  aiamp  tax,  or  a  direct  Utx  of  any  kind;  aad  is  chW|y  dbcm- 

f;ulshable  from  them  l)y  being  more  subtle  sad  km  onaoxiows 
n  itg  ibrm.  The  connnhtg  of  all  daiiea,  hsretAer,  to  a  bv 
rate,  was,  iherelbre,  deeiiaMe  to  the  gi«at  maaaoldbc  psoyla, 
beeause  it  wae  oonfiniog  taxes  li  a  low  rats.  It  wasfarthar  swp- 
poeedj  itrUhout  doubt,  thai,  though  comparatirely  low,tkey 
wouldyield,  with  the  other  ordinary  receipt!,  aa  amplsswpply 
oftereoue|forsachan  ■economical  adminiaintVB' as  Is  con- 
templated  by  thia  section  of  the  acL 

"Itie  also  probable  that  many  sound  principles  of  poSdeal 
economy,  and  a  m  utoal  deebe  to  arrange  pennaaaBily  ths  lartff 
controreiay,  imiisd  to  penraade  CongrcM  i.ot  oaly  to  redaee  the' 
duuee  lower,  but  to  provide  that  thev  thoulti  o/mras  be  itpt 
turrer.  It  must  have  bsenforf-aeen  that  this  srotthT  aroidihs 
oselem  vacillation,  ifoot  lolly,  offirst  dlminfafaiiiy  all  *s  Jmlsi 
to  twenty  per  cent,  by  1842,  with  a  view,  allenraida,  of  ana 
immediatalyiaiaing  them  above  it.  It  was  obvioBs,  too,  ibai, 
by  keeping  the  impoats  mote  reduced,  the  tariff  woaM  e 
more  advaniageonsly  to  fr«stiade,and  tbe  pracuremsai 
cl  pi  oca]  farori  abroad.  Dy  confining,  in  sutwouKa,  any  iiaiasa 
change  to  purpooseof  roTenue  alone,  and  withte  twenty  par 
cent,  instead  ofa  wMe  range  of  thirty,  fifty,  eighty,  aiNa  era 
more, at  limes  previoualrln  practics, and  Irequeanly  tor  fn- 
teciion,  it  would  likewise  Impart^ raster  permanency  and  pcos- 
perityer^nto  manufaciurli'g,  and,  with  Ihst,  to  sh  o<ber  da- 
scriptlont  of  industry.  It  Is  wsll  known,  ftom  raceM  sxpsfl- 
anco,  tha  t  auch  aubUity  iq  onr  system  of  datias  wooU  b*  I 
for  ths  mt  uufaotursr,  as  well  aa  the  msnUiaot  and  tfaacec 
nity  at  large,  than  even  a  higher  rate,  exposed  to 
chsngee;  becauto,  in  ths  farmer  esse,  ■ofeiHgsei 
einildmake  mots  aecuFate  calculmioaa for  ths  futan;  aa. 
uniform  tbrifi,  a  mora  regularrewaid  to  tai4astty,  and  m  U^ 
tooeof  moral  foallag,  would  every  whan  Mm  ma  ii)acwa<Ce» 
atau  fluctiiailooa,  oiare  fambliag  tpaealaiiaai^  aaea  4u« 
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ortfKilon,  from  rmewodhnpejof  high  ptofiM,  often  «>  «iy 
iUUdouf.  BuainaH  and  the  cumncy.  would  (neabo  ittady, 
todlMRtuUUed.  uthey  ahould  bo,  raiher  by  lbs  gtMUlawi  of 
Indtiliaat);  buka  or  paliiiciaiw.  Nor  !■  ihn  pacmaoeBcy 
iqiiifkiiutoib»Ubaror  aodariuan  any  mora  Ilia  a  10  otfaerttaa 
ijl  tnda  ukd  ragiona  of  this  oouatry  ara  opeac  taoiuerpriae;  and 
a  laipr  ihara  hara  ihan  abroad  o(  iha  iiiooma  lo  taj  OD»braiMh 
orUuiiaMimuataiid  ahould  unUbrmly  go  la  wagas  raibar  Ibaa 
caolial,  or  ibg  workinaawin,aadaraur  fna  iiuKiistioDa,  quii 
It  lor  mora  liteiativa  amiiloTDMnL  On  tbe  ooolraif ,  if  an  nau- 
■ually  laigaabara  go  to  him  lor  a  lima,  in  any  panloolar  punuU 
or  place,  olhaia  will  aoon  rush  in,  Darti<»]aia,  and  raduca  il, 
br  coopatitlon,  area  ImIow  tha  averaga.  Onlfurmiiy  aad  ataa- 
dlnaa^an,  ilureibra,nat  iiyorioiu  10  any,  Uwugh  aogigad  in 
labor  ormanaraclurai;  but  uaaful  to  all, exoapi  iba  mare  apacu- 
laliag  f  tiwii. 

"tWoodur  raatricUonaaxMtia  tha  3d  aaeiiao  of  theeompro' 
lain  act,  «luebaeamu>ba»baaalittandad  mora  aapadally  for 
tha  baaaUoftlia  manufMiunraaad  of  tha  raMana. 

"5.  OoaKUtMafiM  June,  ISIS,  'alldutiaaonlmpona  ihall 
b*  collaeiad  la  teady  moaay;  and  all  eradita  flow  allowad  by  law 
ih  thapaymsnt  ordutiea,aball  ba,aodbareby  an,  aliollabed.' 
TiM  wa>  raganlad,  ai that  tim*,  aa  a  chaocsUlcaly  l»ba  vary 
furonblala  tha  maonfaotning  eUaa,  by  mtting  iha  tweoiy  par 
caak  Id  caah  oparaia,  vlitually,  ai  a  highar  ^olection  Itaaa 
iwaoty  par «aai.  on  a  oaadit  (aa  now)  of  thraa  and  aiz  montlta 
.«iU»at  intai ea^  In  point  of  ftct.  It  waa,  alao,  a  protiaion  pra- 
pkalic  ta  10  aWla  la  eona  ondar  an  axcaaatra  ctedH  ayaiani, 
and  will  be  poaaeaud  of  much  importaoea  in  curing  tiiam,  and 
inaaouitac  Uw  BoTemioaul,MHi,  Umacb  it,  tha  commaniiy  at 
loia,  igaUMt  ioaaaa,  by  cradll  ta  marouiHa  for  duiiaa,  and  by 
da&ulla  of  ooUacun,  diatnet  auoraaya,  and  marakala,  oauaed 
by  indulgenco  from  them  in  coUeciing  bonda  for  diuiea.  After 
Jaoa,  mi,  tha  imponeraof  goodawill,  in  thia  napact,  Hand  on 
Um  aaaia  foundation  Willi  tfaapiirchaaara  of  puMiclauda.  WMIa 
no  eomplatnt  caa  than  be  made  by  either  of  tanir  or  dIacriiBlna- 
tiao,  tha  revaaua  will  Ihaa  bsraodeied  mnchiaftt.  aad  paMie 
aodprlran  moralily  inprovad,  by  the  removal  of  oae  great 
aource  of  i{)eculation  and  bankruptcy. 

*'0,  Tfaeother  reacraiot  raqulieatoa  duty,  after  164S,  tobahn* 
poaadoQ  the  value  of  the  raeRhandiae  ^al  tkBport  teAere  (Aa 
aoma  ihall  b*  tntered.'  Tbia  will  render  Uia  twamy  pat  earn. 
atill  tnoreimpoiiant  10  both  tha  maoalaeturaraand  the  raTaoue, 
by  being  aiote  aaeurs  a^oat  fraoda  and  avaatona,  aad  betalg 
aBMher  virtual  increaae  of  doty  on  tha  aama  anielai^  aa  the  lat- 
ter ara  uiually  worth  much  mora  here  than  abroad.  Whether 
the  value  of  them  here  being  not  uniform  at  diftarent  porta, 
would,  if  taken  aa  tha  Kuide  m  iianaingthe  duty,  be  juatly  open 
to  any  conatitutionai  objection,  It  la  noi  deemed  appropriate  oa 
tliia  oceaaioo  10  diacuaa.  From  theaa  varloua  conaiderationa, 
the  foUowingdeducilooaare  made; 

**'l'hal  Iha  present  tariff  laws  should  be  aa  little  diaiurbad  by 
an;  ravMoa  aa  poaaible,  cooaiiiant  with  the  public  wania,  and 
ao  ftdharaoaa  to  sound  principles;  tiiatchangea  ahould  be  made 
cUafly.  if  not  solely,  for  parpoaea  of  revenue  that  theaa  ehaagaa, 
whaii  raiaiag  ilw  duty,  whether  operating  baforaor  after  July  1, 
IStS,  abouU,  aa  a  gaoaral  rule,  be  eonflnad  to  acttolea  not  paying 
a  duly  aaliigh  a»  twenty  par  cent.;  that,  except  in  extreme  caaea. 
It  abould  navar  ndaa  them  above  that  rate;  and,  lastly,  that  tha 
•jciatiiig  provlaiona  for  tha  payment  of  duiiealn  oaah,  and  the 
aataameot  of  tham  on  the  value  of  the  merehaodlse  at  tha 
port  of  aatry,  after  1842,  are  too  ioMionant  ib  he  diangarded." 
By  (be  act  of  1832— 

1st.  Certain  articles  were  taxed  above  20  per 
oeni. 

9ii  CetUitt  articles  were  taxed  beloF  30  per 
cent.. 

3d.  Certain  articles  were  made  free. 
4ili.  Tbe  duties  above  and  below  20  per  cent, 
were. laid  almost  eniire^  apoa  \hefrattctid  or- 
lieltt- 

$tta.  The  articles  made  free  wer*  chiefly,  almost 
vholly,  of  tbe  unprofaefad  class,  or  lazuries. 
By  tliB  act  of  1833 — 

Ist.  The  dntiea  above  20  per  cent,  are  to  be  ie> 
diieed  b)r  Jane,  1842,  to  20  per  cent. 

3d.  Ceriirta  speoifted  articles,  eatjrely  of  the  wn. 
protected  class,  are  made  free. 

3i.  Tbe  duties  on  no  articles,  ezeept  tbose  paf. 
ing  lest  than  20  per  cent,  should  be  increased  prior 
to  Jane,  1843,  and  (hose  duties  should  be  jacreased 
to  30  per  .cent.  only.       -  ■  ^ 

4^h.  The  duties  on  n«  artitU$  tehatevtr  shall,  after 
Jane,  1843,  be  raised  aiotie  30  per  cent. 

5ilk.  After  June,  1842,  ibe  duties  on  all  imports 
on  -obich  the  I .t  seciion  operates,  on  all  articles 
then  admitted  free,  and  on  all  paying  less  than  30 
per  cent,  may  be  laid  as  high  as,  bRt  no  higher,  than 
30  per  oent. 

6ib.  After  Jane,  1843,  ott  duties  shaU  be  laid  for 
tbe  pvrpose  of  raising  sncb.reveane  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary 10  an  economical  administration  of  the  Go- 
vernment. 

And  this  last  is  the  great  and  leading  principle 
gained  by  the  anti-tariff  party  in  the  compromises 
Xst-  A.  tariff  for  resenuc  only;  2d.  Only  so  moeb 
revvnixe  as  is  necessary  to  an  economical  admiaig> 
tration  of  the  Oovernmeal.  , 

Snei>,  sir,  are  ibe  great  leading  femtnrss  and  pHn- 
Biples'Of  tbe  great  compromise  of  1833. 

By  these  features  we  can  easily  diatingaish  the 
jiv-iding  lines  between  the  North  and  tbe  Sooth  in 
1833.  Here  we  cin  see  ibal  neither  parly  got  nor 
,oas  a)l>  By  the:  diiuiasaf  that  period  you  can 
$ai0ily  find  the  extreaae  points  for  which  the  respee- 
jve  paxiies  contended. 


The  resolQtion  of  Mr.  Hayne,  wb«  was  trdiy  tlie 
champion  of  tbe  South,  and  bis  abl»  commentary 
upon  it,  show  yon  what  the  anti.tariff  party  con- 
tended for  and  afiaiust: 

1st.  For  a  tariff  for  raetitiw. 

9d.  For  tha  reduction  of  rerenoe  to  the  wants  of 
theOovemmcDt. 

3d.  Against  the  constitutional iiy  of  a  uriff  for 
protection  par  te;  admitting,  however,  the  power  nf 
dtMrimiiMtinj;  dntiss  for  revenue,  but  eoniending 
for  an  eqitalization  of  daties  tipon  tbe  freteeUd  and 
u«pra<ict((i  class  of  articles. 

See  volnme  8th,  part  1st,  of  Congressional  de- 
bates of  1831  and  1833: 

"JUitnday,  January  16.— i  he  Senate  took  up  the  follewiog 
leeolutioB,  submiued  by  Mr.  Clay  on  the  10th  inaiant: 

"Raolved,  That  the  existing  duties  upon  ankles  Imported 
from  foreign  conotriea,  and  naicomin^  into  competltna  with 
^miUur  articles  made  or  produced  witbhi  the  united  Siaiea, 
ought  to  be  forthniih  aboliabed,  except  the  duties  upon  winee 
aoo  aliki,  and  that  thoee  ought  to  be  redoced;  and  that  the  Com- 
mltteaon  Finance  be  iiwtructedtft  report  a  bill  aceordkigly. 

"Mr.  Haym  moved  the  following  medificatioo  of  the  teao- 
lutioo: 

"Strike  eut  all  after  the  word  'countriea,'  and  Insert  aa  fol- 
lows: %a  ao  reduced  thai  tbaamomnlof  the  public  revenue  ahall 
be  aufllcieni  to  defray  the  expenaea  of  Govamment  according  to 
their  preeentscale,  after  the  payment  of  the  public  debt;  and 
that,  allowing  a  reasonable  time  for  the  gradual  reduction  of  the 
preeent  high  duties  on  the  artielea  coming  into  competition 
with  similar  ar.lclea  made  or  produced  wiii^n  the  United 
States,  the  dulieaahall  be  ultimatdy  equalized,  ao  that  the  duty 
on  no  article  ahall,  aa  compared  with  Uie  value  of  that  article, 
varymaiaiially  Irom  the  geaeral  average.' " 

Such  were  the  rival  propositions;  and  reference 
to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Clay,  at  the  time,  will  show 
the  policy  whtoh  the  tariff  parly  contended  for. 
Janaary  11,  1833,  he  said: 

"Although  it  may  be  impracticable  to  say  what  the  exact 
amount  of  the  public  revenue  should  be  for  the  future,  and  what 
would  be  tha  praciae  produce  of  any  given  syaiem  of  impusia, 
wemayaafely  assume  that  the  revenue  may  now  be  reduced, 
and  cunsiderably  reduced.  This  leduclion  may  be  effected  iu 
various  ways,  and  on  different  ptinclplea.  Only  throe  modea 
shall  now  be  noticed: 

"let.  To  reduce  the  duties  on  all  articles  in  the  same  ratio, 
without  reg  ird  to  tha  principle  of  protection. 

"2d.  To  retain  them  on  unprotected  ariicles,  and  augment 
them  on  the  protected  articles. 

"And,  3d.  To  abolish  and  reduce  the  dutiea  oa  unprotected 
artielea,  retaining  and  enforcing  the  faithful  collectloii  of  those 
on  the  protected  aiticlce." 

The  first  two  modes  he  opposed,  and  the  ihird  he 
snpportied  as  equitable  and  rrasonable;  taking  par- 
ticular care  not  to  notice  or  debale,  however,  a 
fourth  mode — to  abolitk  and  rtduce  tke  dutitt  on  Ike 
freleettd  orHg^e*,-  and  lo  rafaitt,  end,  if  neeutary,  te 
augment  the  dtUies  en  the  la^eteettd  artielft,  or 
"hauria,"  as  they  are  now  called — the  modin  for 
which  ibe  South  contended. 

The  compromise  retained  but  reduced  the  duties 
on  the  protected  ariicles,  and  made,  contrary  to 
the  will  of  the  South,  most  of  the  auprotected  ar- 
ticles or  laxuries  free. 

Then  genilemen  of  tha  tarif  party  resisted  tbe 
duties  «pon  "luxurttt'*  in  order  to  retain  those  on 
the  protected  articles.  Now  they  wish  to  lax  noth- 
ing so  macb  as  "kcttfriss."  Is  it  their  object  now 
to  lay  a  tax  on  Inxnries  in  order  to  have  a  pretext 
'  for  increasing  the  duties  on  ihe  necessaries  of  life} 
Sir,  can  anyinan  read  the  letter  and  spirit  of  ihe 
compromise  apt  and  not  see  thai  this  must  tie  the 
object  of  those  who  undsrs'aad  its  letter  and  spiriil 
Does  not  every  eye  see  that  there  is  a  eertaim  rciorton 
'  kept  up  ihronghout  the  posiiipns  assumed,  the  de- 
bates, and  the  acts  of  1832  and  1833  themselves, 
between  ihe  prweeted  and  the  unprotected  ariicles? 
Will  il  not  be,  then,  simply  a  question  of  the  dngle 
rule  of  three  with  proUelian  gentlemen— diat,  if 
pnleettd  articlte  aretaitd  en'y  se  macA,  loUIe  hixu- 
titt,  or  unfrettcted  urticUt,  art  fret,  hew  much  ehail 
the  dtUiet  on  froUctid  artieltt  he  inersoted  rnhem  tesur- 
riet  htctme  taxedl  If  we,  of  the  minority,  consent  to 
distMb  Ihe  tariff  on  luxuries,  do  yon  suppose  we  will 
be  allowed  to  stop  therel  May  not,  will  not  gentle- 
men  insist  upon  Carrying  onithe  compromise  act,and 
preserving  and  continuing  these  relations  established 
by  tbe  act  between  protected  aad  unprotected  arti> 
clesi  Sic,  the  moment  that  gentlemen  began  to 
talk  even  of  duties  on  "Iwmries,"  did  we  not  see 
the  resolution  proposed  to  be  oflisrad  by  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Vetmcnt,  [Mr.  KvnaxiT,]  and  did  we 
not  see  the  pin  biUI  If  we  consent  to  disturb  tbe 
compromise,  where  shall  we  stop— -what  security 
have  we  that  a  majority  will  stop  atalll  Give  op, 
yield  to  the  first  inroad  on  this  act,  and  yon  will 
beatnckfallof  pins! 

[Here  Mr.  Wise  was  interrupted  in  bis  remwks 
by  Mr.  Stahlt.} 


Mr.  Wisa  continued.  Sir,  some  gentlemen  nn- 
dettake  to  shear  wolves.  I  will  uoi.  I  will  wait 
nntil  1  am  obligrd  to  contend  with  a  superior  forca 
before  I  fight.  1  will  fight  this  tariff  majority  shy. 
't  will  retreat,  t-ir,  as  onr  fathers  did  in  the  Revolu- 
tion—barefboied  first,  before  I  will  grapple  with  a- 
majority  tempted  by  every  interest  to  put  me  to  tbe 
slaugh'er  with  lut  quarters.  That  majority,  oon- 
sisiine  of  members  uf  all  parties,  is  now  alive  ab^ 
watching  for  us  in  the  minority  to  touch  "buMrtet,'* 
and  our  only  hope  against  protective  duties  is  to 
contend  at  onetifor  the  first  great  princij^e  e«ta> 
bitshed  by  ihe  act  itseir- "tut  fo  dlKwi  theeemprt- 
miMWlheut  an  acHiai  and  muttcideble'neeeisUy.'" 
We  have  tbii  »:iani  majority  boui^  now  only  bf 
the  Aredi  effeiiki  they  are  weak  enough,  we  all 
know,  aad  they  ishall  not  be  unbound  with  my  eon- 
cent.  I /cor  the  beast  of  a  protective  tariff,  and 
am  no  Van  Ambargh,  to  be  thrown  into  a  cage  of 
lions  and  tigers  I  Oifaer  gentlemen  ma^  riik  Ibe 
faagsand  teeth  of  a  wild  msjonty— I  will  nA. 

By  tbe  compromise  we  obtained  somewhftt  Of 
appFoximalion  to  equalization  of  doties  on  plo- 
tected  and  unprotected  articles.  And  whether  ibe 
set  of  last  sessioit— Ibe  toorteen  sections  of  the 
Senate — ^were  in  conformity  either  to  the  letter  or 
spirit  of  the  compromise  ad.  let  the  world  d«eid«. 
Will  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
STasLv]  say  these  sections  were  in  aeeordance  with 
Ihe  compromise  aol  No.  And  yet  we  were  then 
told  tbe  tame  thing — that  nobody  desired  to  disturb 
the  compromi.'e!  / 

[Here  Mr.  SraiiLT  rose  aad  said  "he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  say  that  those  sections  were  in  accord- 
ance with  the  cooipromise."] 

Mr.  Wui  Then  ihe  gentleman's  nhdetf  land- 
ing of  the  compromise  is  wholly  different  fron  ' 
mine.  What  is  tbe  compromisel  That  no  ai  tielci 
Fiifaer  befoie  or  alter  the  30th  of  June,  1842,  shall 
be  taxed  more  than  20  per  cent  What  were  tbe 
provisions  of  ibese  sections'!  That  lUk  and  vented 
goods,  and  bleached  and  unbleached  Uneni,  should 
be  taxed  from  5  to  25,  and  even  as  high,  in  some 
instaocrs,  ss  50  per  cenu!  Doe«  the  gentleman 
deny  ihisi  I  know  the  act  was  exceedingly  com- 
plex; it  named  no  duty;  it  employed,  ingeniously 
enough,  a  great  deal  of  clrcumlocutiou;  but  I  have 
expositions  of  iis  mode  of  operaiisn,  from  fromtbe 
most  enlightened  merchants  and  fron  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury.  Qentlemen  and  1 — all  nf, 
ihey  mean  to  carry  out  ihe  compromise;  bat,  sir,- 
at  understand  it  dij'eranily— there  is  the  rnb !  Gen- 
llemen  aad  1  do  uoi  mean  the  saau  thing.  For 
example,  sir,  that  bill  contained  a  direct  proieclian 
of  Kentucky  coUmt  bagging— ti  prelection  wbidh 
was  aimed  at  in  1832,«nd  wiAdrawn  by  the  abt 
of  1833;  and  yet  it  was  inserted  in  these  Gectioo* 
as  perfectly  consistent  with  the  compromise.  1 1^ 
ftt  gentlemen  to  the  same«peech  of  Mr.  Clay,  ia 
1832: 

"The  succasa  of  the  American  manufacture  of  cettoD  iMfi 
ging  has  beenauch  aalliai,  by  furnishing  a  kettet  and  cheaper 
artl"le,  ThebaCK'DFof  invcnarssantf  Diirdft*  haa  iKrn  Alfnost 
eX<"l!iJ4:<l  In^nfc  Itit  Ci'>nffumptiors  us  ihr  ^tAr*--?  f'i(>rLi.rii|.roji  ilie 
Mj»izu]ppi  anJit^iiriliuL&ries.  Thhk  has  nnt  ytt  tnoi  puffi. 
cieiiCiiiiie  tu  ij) LiricAie And  tiaj.Apart  Lhoarti':le  in  rroeejaarT, 
audntirii-ft  truin  tb<i  Western  Atva  in  tthe  fouibem  Ailantic 
Slates,  whicli,  ihetf-fore,  haw  been  sluicist  txi:liniv«ly  su|if.llstl 
from  thet*fOti}rth  [nanufactotiaa.  Thepaynicnt  oE~  the  duties^ 
ia  f.'Vsit^^i  ^ly  [he  IntroductioE]  oE  tbe  toiei^u  fabric,  tjur^cr  tha. 
narnp  tif  burlaps,  iir  (*ime  oihar  mercftijtlle  ijhrftse,  aad,  intlcad' 
of  paying  five  oenij  die  squttie  yard,  it  ia  enterml  wlih  a  duty-of 
oiily  frliL'en  T>e[r«it  ad  valorem.  That  tliu  praciicn  I'rrvaila, 
isdeiivni^trJitcd  by liie  Treasury  repiHTf  of  the  duiiefl  .iti  cottun 
ba'cinr  lor  ilia  jiarv  IS*,  l^,  and  JHSO.  Duttne  fhc  flrsl 
year,  itie  amount  was  WSDS  do  I  lent  I)|.>  seci.tid,  lllr>,(iss  dot. 
tars;  ntid  tlie  thiril.  it  tU[tkdi>wr>  to  14,1.^1  dollaral*' 

So,  »r,  my  friend  from  Souib  Carolina  [Mfi 
Thompsom]  can  beie  see  ihat  it  is  no  new  idea  lo 
ettiKdt  bieachrd  and  unbleached  ttncni  in  otdsr  t» 
atftird  iiroteclioQ  lo  Ibe  aRricukural  products  of, 
eiiber  <  oitoD  or  hemp,  by  igcteasing  the  cnnsump- 
tiyn  f'f  the  fabrita  of  either.  The  same  idea  wasi 
faithfully  piessed  by  ihe  proKctivs  patty  in  I832i 
and  il  is  Ibe  same  preitaive  idea  stlil,  whether  ap- 
plied to  himp  of  EeDtucky  or  cotton  of  SouiTi  Ca- 
rolina. 

[Mr.  TaoMPsoN  replied.  He  ha4  said  ihal  h^ 
had  no  doubt  that  the  prohibition  of  foreign  linen 
would  incresse  the  consumption  of  cotton  fabiics 
which  won'd  be  subnituled,  bot  that  he  wonld 
neither  vote  for  a  prohibitory  nor  prottciive  jdn^^ 
opon  linens;  first,  he  would  nut  because  he  be; 
lieved  it  naconstitntional,  and  he  would  not  vote 


Sd4 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Jan.  1841 


SSm  CoifO"**2ND  Sbss. 


Trtamry  Note  Bill — Mr.  Wise. 


H.  of  Reps. 


for  a  measure  which  be  iboagbi  nncoDsiiiDtional, 
for  any  paltry  benefit  to  bis  own  sectioa,  nor  would 
he,  for  any  present  benefit  to  his  osn  panicnlar 
sH^le,  recognise  the  protective  principle  which, 
ill  lis  geaeral  operation,  would  infinitely  cousler- 
▼atl  (he  benefit  of  a  small  increase  of  coosumpiion 
of  ootton.] 

Mr.  Wisx.  I  andentood  the  gentleman  not  to 
intend  to  rote  for  protection  to  cotton  in  this  sense, 
bat  I  oonld  not  ao  well  nnderstand  why  the  idea  was 
so  elaborated  by  him,  and  why  coUon  fabrics  were 
praised  as  so  much  "prettier"  than  silks.  I  give 
this  principle  of  proMction — this  prorision  of  ihe 
fonrt<en  sections  passed  in  the  Senate  last  session 
to  tax  bleached  and  nnbleacbed  lineup  of  Rassia 
•nd  Scotland,  in  order  to  ezclodc  "(nrlap*,"  &e. 
from  corapetitij)n  with  'American  hemp — this  old 
and  not  odd  idea  of  1833  again  revived  at  ibis  time, 
when  the  cry  is  now  on^  to  lax  Imnmet — aa  an  txam- 
fU  nwrdy  nf  the  uttdentandirtg  of  tome  gmtUmen  of 
hmo  the  wmprtniitt  act  it  to  be  emritd  ovil!  Sir,  ii 
ooiy  shows  that  this  thing  of  carrying  oat  this  act 
i»<«  eompkz  and  intricate  qaestion — it  is  an  edged 
tool,  aikd  we  of  the  minority  are  treading  apon 
burning  ploughshares  every  step  we  take  in  i«ctiv 
{usrwrjet.  TUs  mode  of  carrying  out  the  compro> 
miae — of  not  disturbing  the  compromise,  has  made 
me  distmstfol  and  disinclined  to  tench  the  subject 
of  the  tariff  at  all-^as  determined  me  to  meei  the 
attempt  at  the  threshold,  to  "take  the  ball  at  the  first 
hop." 

Besides,  sir,  the  compromise  act  provides  express- 
ly on  what  articles  the  dalles  shall  be  laid  prior  to 
Juite,  1842,  in  case  of  excess  or  deficiency  of  leve- 
noe.  VThat  are  theyl  See  section  6ih  of  the  act, 
wbieh  profides'thai,  "in  the  contingency  either  of 
excess  or  deficiency  of  revenue,"  an  act  may  be 
passed  prior  to  the  30th  day  of  June,  1843,  "alter- 
ing the  rates  of  dnties  on  articles  which,  by  the  act 
of  1833,  are  sabject  to  a  less  rate  of  duty  than  20 
per  centum  ad  valorem,"  in  snch  manner  a«  not 
to  exceed  that  rate,  and  "so  as  to  adjust  Oie  revenue 
to  either  of  the  said  contingencies." 

By  the  report  of  the  Seeieiary  already  qnot.d — 
page  second — we  see  also  that  the  second  limitation 
of  the  oompromise  is  that  there  sha|l  be  no  altera- 
.tipn  of  dnties  prior  to  June,  1843,  except  upon  ihe 
articles  named  in  this  section — to  wit,  the  articles 
subject  by  Ihe  act  of  1833  to  a  less  rate  of  daiy  than 
30  per  eentam  ad  valorem. 

What  are  those  articles?  See  the  act  of  1833. 
The  list  is  too  long  to  quote,  bat  many  of  these  ar- 
tielea  are  of  the  jwettcM  dsM,  and  if  we  trough 
silks  and  wines,  what  is  to  prevent  an  increase  of 
duties  not  exceeding  SO  per  centum  ad  valorem  on 
the  whole  of  these  protected  articles?  Did  jiot  the 
rceolntion  of  inquiry  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from' Vermont  [Mr.  EvBanr]  point  directly  to 
tl^t?  I  feared  it  did  sir,  and,  therefore,  objected  to 
its  reception. 

Again:  The  duties  proposed  even  upon  wines  and- 
iWk*  and  bleached  and  onbleached  linens,  i&e.  in- 
▼olve  prolMMiNi  and  the  whole  subject  of  eountn^ 
MiHMg  iMti,  and  violate  the  compromise  act. 

The  4ih  Uction  of  the  act  provides  expressly 
that  "bleached  and  unbleached  linens,  table  linen, 
}tfL  napkins,  and  linen  cambrics,  and  worsted 
nKff  goods,  shawls,  and  other  manufactures  of  silk 
and  worsted,  manufactores  of  silk,  or  of  which 
silk  shall  be  the  component  material  of  chief  value, 
coming  from  this  side  of  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope, 
except  sewing  silk,  Aall,  until  the  SOth  of  June, 
1843,  be  admitted  to  enter  fret  from  duty."  Yet 
the  act  of  last  session  proposed  to  tax  some  of 
these  veiy  article  as  high  as  35,  and  even  50  per 
oenU 

But,  sir,  1  wish  to  examine  a  nfoment  the  subject 
of  duties  on  French  wines  and  silks,  especially  as 
connected  with  our  staples  of  loAoeeo  md  eoltoa. 

On  this  sabject,  sir,  I  am  for  "letting  well  enough 
alone."  I  do  not  know  how  it  is  with  the  pipe  and 
aegar  tobacco  of  Maryland— the  kiie-foot  of  my 
fnend,  (Mr.  Jehifck,)  but  the  old  James  rivtr 
weed,  the  chewing  tobacco  of  Virginia,  I  am  told, 
was  never  doing  bcftter.  It  never,  upon  the  whoip, 
bore  a  better  price  as  compared  with  other  articles 
of  export,  and  our  planters  are  doing  too  well  to 
enter  upon  a  war  of  conntervailing  dntief, 
which  never  yet  ended  in  any  thing  else  but  recrt- 


minauon,  making  bad,  even  where  there  was  any 
bad,  worse.  I  want  more  li^ht,  Mr.  Chairman, 
than  the  Tobacco  Contention  has  yei  beamed  upon 
this  subject.  Maryland  may  have  cause  to  com- 
plain, though  I  am  toid  there  are  more  than  76 
millions  of  cigars  imported  into  this  country,  and 
the  most  of  them  are  not  only  manufactured  of  our 
tobacco,  but  are  actually'  manufactured  here  and 
exported  lo  get  the  Havana  stamp  before  they  are 
sold — that  the  enhanqed  value  of  the  cigars  wilt 
justify  the  exponation  for  importation  again.  How- 
ever this  may  be,  and  I  do  not  vouch  for  it,  1  have 
a  lull  survey  of  our  whole  trade  with  France, 
which  ought  to  be  well  understood  before  we  tam- 
per wiih  the  delicate  subject  of  couHterysiling  du- 
ties, laook  to  it,  sir,  or  you  may  lo<e  in  one  way, 
and  various  ways,  more  than  yon  gain  in  an- 
other. I  hold  in  my  hand  a  full  stAiistical  and  his- 
torical view  ot  our  commercial  relations  with 
France,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee. 

[Here  Mi-  Triputt,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  in- 
quired by  whom  the  statement  was  made?] 

Mr.  WiSK.  I  am  not  the  author  of  the  statement, 
bat  I  adopt  Ihe  information  it  contains,  and  rely 
upon  it  as  my  own,  until  some  geutleman  shall 
point  out  an  error  in  it.     1  will  read  it. 

'The  commercial  relalions  between  Fraace  and  the  United 
States  are  baaed  upon  the  termaofiliecooreaiion  of  Ihe  aiih  of 
June,  1822,  which  doea  not  regulate  the  general  duties  upon  mer-' 
chandlae,  but  only  the  discriminating  over-taxes  that  affect  on 
lx>th  aidee,  to  the  benefit  of  the  national  flag,  the  shipping  of  the 
adverse  party.  In  relation  to  the  lespeciive  products,  no  inter- 
national sUpuIationa  provide  for  their  rateeor entry  or  exporta- 
tion, and  it  his  always  been  referred  to  the  general  legislation 
of  both  natioDB. 

"From  these,  however,  are  excepted  French  wines,  on  ana 
part,  and  American  long-staple  couon  on  theottter — conceasions 
having  been  reciprocally  made  m  their  favor  by  tiie  treaty  of  the 
4th  •rjuly,  1831. 

^'JGxcepting,  then,  these  two  articles,  tlia  situation  as  regards 
the  commercial  stipulations  consists  purely  in  the  repeail  ol  the 
diKriminating  duties  imposed  upon  the  rival  flags,  caused  by  the 
direct  transportation  of  goods,  and  in  the  perfect  equality  of  ton- 
nage duties,  mutually  established  at  the  identical  nttesofS 
fnmcs  on  one  side  and  9i  cents  on  the  other. 

"In  Washington  as  well  as  in  Paris,  the  grievances  expressed 
by  the  Federal  Government,  directly  or  through  its  diplomatic 
agents,  tiave  a  double  character. 

''Some  rest  on  a  ayaiam  of  general  recriminatioo  against  the 
French  legislation  ol  customs,  and  on  a  comparison  of  the  ad- 
vantages derived  by  both  countries  In  the  course  of  their  com- 
mercial retaiions.  Others  relate  to  a  certain  number  of  de- 
signated artidee,  suchas  eof/oM,  rice,  Uneetdy  tea,  indigo,  and 
tobacco. 

"Tbe  United  States  fanictpate  in  the  general  commercial 
movanwnuir  Fiance  In  the  fotlo«ring  proponioo: 

JinourUt  exfreeted  in  ntiiKonj  9ffitnt$. 
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"Therelbre,  the  Americans,  iiistead  of  taking  the  fourth 
put  (aa  amrted  by  ttieir  Govetrnment)  of  the  whole  ot  (be 
French  producui,  only  uikc  the  sixth;  and  Francs,  in  rMum, 
receives  from  them  more  ilbtn  the  seventh  part  of  her  whole 
imporu. 

'Vrhs  year  1837,  eveo,  shows  •  jeault  eolinty  to  lbs  leveraa, 
as  the  Ilnlted  States  onfy  took  ihe  ninth  pan  oftbe  Pieueh  ex- 
ponaiion,  while  France  nceived  from  them  more  than  the  se- 
vanib  ofner  whole  imponation. 

"If  compared  together,  the  nlstive  anuHinia  of  this  doable 
movementofthe  French  commerce  with  the  United  States,  dur. 
ing  the  period  of  the  twelve  years  above  slated,  will  be  fonnd 
to  give  the  foUawinc  rwalu: 


3 

s 

Difference 
in  (iivor  of 

ProporUoBiMrci. 

t| 

Is 

oi 

^ 

Yeui. 

~i 

o 

^ 

f 

£ 

9  y 

e  g 

2 

5 

1 

gb 

< 

^ 

2, 

•S 

■s 

« 

« 

S 

.a 

5 

5 

,s 

A 

Mam  for  10  years. 

1827  10  1836  -      - 

«4 

M 

- 

30 

i» 

too 

- 

32 

1837-      - 

K7 

68 

29 

- 

100 

tK.S 

33.3 

1838-      - 

101 

liJU 

- 

19 

84.ia 

too     -  1168 

return  a   targe  quantity  of  maaufscturad  aniclea.     Bat 


"It  may  Im  qbjected  that  the  advantages  which  these  whalar 
results  seem  to  show  in  favor  of  Franca  ale  still  increased  by 
the  natun  of  the  exchanged  products,  since  tliose  sent  to  France 
coDslit    mostly  of  pclmiUvs  n^tanals;  while  France  seals 


!"  -  -     - 

U  is  important  u>  notice,  according  lo  the  above  table,  that  this 
last  cirvumsiance  has  largely  coniiibnled  lo  enaun  to  ttts  Ame- 
rican exponation  its  almoat  constant  and  regular  increase  slnca 
twenty  years;  that  Ihe  only  decraaas  in  the  unportalloo  was  ia 
1831;  (tet,  lo  1837,  it  was  33  percent,  larger  than  Uu  Fnnch 
expoftaiisn.  and  Uiai,  fion  1826  to  1838,  it  iocrewed  from  41 
mUliona  to  iOI;  increaas  equal  to  146.3  per  ceat 

"During  that  time,  the  French  exports  hare  tweasuhmlitad 
tn  the  moat  abmpt  variations,  aa  wall  In  inenaae  aa  in  decnass. 
From  183210  1833,,itwent  from  68  oiillieoanplo  107,  lofiUI 
back  again,  in  1837,  from  168  millions  u>  68.  The  163  miUiaiH 
to  which  it  amounted  in  1836  and  the  120  m  1838,  but  panica- 
latly  the  first,  may  be  coosideied  as  ununial,  being  to  a  great 
degree  the  result  of  the  extraordinary  impolae  given  lo  tka 
....  ._.  _  ...     ,„^| 


commercial  intsroeune  with  Enrope  by  the  establlriimem  of 
local  banks  in  the  diflbrent  State*  of  the  Union,  and  the  (hctliqr 
they  afforded  loil»  commerce  to  get  rid  of  their  own  paper. 
And  thu  impulse  may  bscon^deredas  the  source  of  all  the  loa- 
sessostained  by  the  French  commerce  in  tfao  liquidation  of  this 
uausual  exportation.  And  at  Ihe  present  time,  like  In  1837, 
the  reaction  of  this  system,  again  fell  in  the  United  Btatea  wiu 
create,  and  has  alieady  created,  a  notable  redneUon  in  their  im- 
poftatioo  Itom  Fraace  for  1839  and  1640.  NoiwKlisUDding  ihsss 
observalions,  if  we  take  aa  a  regular  term  of  companaon  lbs 
amoantof  French  exports  for  1838,  we  see  that,  since  1896  to 
the  present  moment,  it  has  only  been  iocieased  from  94  miUioiM 
toiaO;  that  is,  28  per  cent. 

"Moreover,  the  French  exportation  is  diminisUng,  wliUelbat 
from  America  is  in  progress;  and,  though  the  diflaieoce  in  laTor 
of  France  be  still  16.8  pet  cest.  the  Americans  have  in  fiKlde- 
rired  more  profitthan  the  French. 

"But  it  is  important  to  meniion  one  fad.  sliowiag  that  lbs 
difference  in  favoroT  French  expoilatisn  Is  liar  (ram  being  a 
disadvantagsi'io  the  Americans;  It  is,  that  most  of  tbab  pradneia 
shipped  from  France  for  the  duTereiu  pons  of  the  DoIod  caaoM 
be  considered  aa  fonning  pan  of  the  American  imports  fiqm 
Fiance. 

"Iiuleed,  if  we  take  the  amount  ef  the  exportation  of  1839, 
though  alwtiar  one  might  be  used  to  strengthen  tbie  argiimsoc, 
we  would  find  that  the  consumption  of  French  (nodnois, 
amounting  to  120  millions  of  francs  for  a  popolatioo  of  12  nil* 
lions  of  soulsL  would  make  the  annual  consumptioa  of  aitidee 
of  French  industry  or  productionby  each  inlwbtianteqaa)  to 
12  francs,  while  the  whole  of  the  French  exportation  to  Europe, 
which  amounis  to  293  millions  of  francstarapopuladooofxlS 
millions  of  souls,  makes  the  consumption  of  the  same  protkicis 
byeach  taihabitantequaltoooly  1  francSOcentimea. 

"The  relative  wealth  of  the  American  consumer  dues  not  af^ 
ford  a  sufficieut  explanation  of  tliis  very  great  dillaraoce.  A 
sufficient  reeson  lor  it  cannot  he  found,  eitiwi  in  tile  stale  of  the 
American  industry,  which  in  fact  is  very  fitrfromstanittiwoM 
of  competition  wttiitiiat  of  Europe,  its  annual  prodoctioiinaT- 
ing  been  valued  at  no  less  than  300  millions  of  dollars.  To  ac- 
count, then,  for  this  enormous  difference,  it  is  nscrssaiy  to  ad- 
mit, not  only  (what  is  otherwiss  ascenained)  tiiat  pan  of  the 
French  products  are  merely  deposited  inlbe  United  Staiaa  to 
be  reehlpped  for  otlier  countries  of  the  same  hemlapbare,  such 
ss  Mexico,  Columbia,  Central  Republic,  Vfoenala,  Ecuador, 
New  Oreiiada,  At.;  but,  moreover,  tliat  is  ilons  Kir  a  large 
amount.  The  Americana,  In  furnishing  out  of  their  own  Im' 
ports  these  nations,  who  possess  hale  or  do  navy,  wiib  an  Im- 
portant part  ofths  products  of  France,  have,  beaides  llie  prnStof 
navigation,  all  the hsnefit  of  the  commerce  of  deiMsila  ^  of 
transit,  and  even  ttie  gains  on  eemmercial  speculatiMi.  m* 
state  ol^  things  is  very  unfavorable  lo  France,  and  «mYihii«t.« 
the  advantages  expected  by  her  as  a  consequence  of  liar  trea- 
ties of  commerce  and  navigation  with  the  new  States  of  South 
America. 

"Another  grievance  expressed  hy  the  American  Goveniiasat 
is  based  upon  the  assertion  that  'a  duty  exceeding  50  per  cenL  is 
levied  by  France  upon  the  primitive  materials  cominig  ftvn  llie 
United  Slates.' 

"It  is  easy  to  prove  liow  erroneous  is  this  calculation. 

"In  1S38,  France  exported  to  the  United  States  about  aixtaea 
millions  of  firaocs  worth  of  nainral  products,  and  almiit  ana 
hundred  and  four  miUioos  of  msnu&ctured  articl«  amaua&ig 
io  all  to  one  huntlred  and  twenty  millions.  The  foUowing  list 
gives  the  principal  anicles,  classed  according  to  their  impor- 
tance: 

Freneh  Erperleio  the  Unittd  Slatt. 

Silk  goods 51,672,428 

Woollen  goods       ....    I6,4m»18 
Oouon       do.        ...  .     9^43IUD8 

do.         ;  .  .     6,001,431 


Wlneaispbtaiidce.  .  ia,« 

Workedlki^  and  gloves  ....   «,166,0B 

VitrlficaUon  3,232^000 

Hosiery 2,211,000 

Millinery I,7SI,00I> 

Fmiu  l,!»Uno 

"In  the  same  year,  1838,  France  teeelTed  from  the  Uakt4[ 
States  eighty. five  mllUons  of  franca  wonh  of  matarials  i>*c«» 
sary  to  Industry,  and  more  than  thirty  million*  wonh  of  maaa- 
faotured  articles;  aliogetber,  one  hundred  and  on*  mUUou  of 
francs.  The  principal  articles  are  as  fallows^  according  to  iliair 
tmpoitance: 

Etportt  from  Ms  Vnifd  Statt*  to  fVanet. 
Cotton    .  .  .  78,8!6,fl00 

Tobacco l^lseiiOn 

Palm-leaf  hala SSHJOU 

Potashes 1,9BB^MII 

Whalebones I,IOe^ 

Common  timlier           .....      833,000 
Products  of  animak  and  skins           .          .  fBljBBt 

Kica 783^ 

"Ths  duties  paid  on  the  whole  import,  amaunUi^  lo  on*  bao'- 
drrd  and  one  millions  of  francs,  excepting  a  few  mora  ankle* 
of  noteiponanee,  wen  9,8l7,S7Bflranc*. 

*<ao  that  lb*  dnliaa  imposed  br  ibe  Freneb  lariiT  npoD  Ame- 
rican products,  which  are  said  to  exceed  60  per  cent,  are,  io  CM, 
accoroiog  lo  tliat  same  tariff,  leas  than  10  per  cent.  4.nd,  if  Ih* 
same  calcidaiion  lie  applied  to  American  coUon  alone,  it  wiH  be 
found  that  theduUes  paid  upon  it,  amountU^  taG^714jS6lknaa 
are  not  more  than  11  per  cent,  of  its  value. 

'■It  ia  said  also  'that  the  products  of  America  ars  generally 
sabmilted  in  France  toan  overtax  of83  per  osnt.  campatad  wMi 
the  pioduci*  of  other  countries;'  ana  thai,  while  Amarieaa 
commerce  is  thus  treated  by  France  to  much  more  lularocabiir 
than  that  of  other  nation*.  Franc*  is  ftvored  tn  Ifa*  Unii*! 
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Treatury  Note  Bill— Mr.  Wise. 


H-  ot  Repg. 


autw  b;  diMrlnunatiog  duliw  of  10  p«r  CMt.  inpoMd  up- 
on •rtielM  eoming  in  competition  with  iha  pcodvelo  of  Fnocli 
indOMiT. 

"Far  from  there  beiig  OTeo  tba  ellghteK  appeanoce  of  di«. 
crlmlautoa  in  Itaa  duliM  Impondby  the  Fimcti  tariff  with  a 
view  to  give  to  the  predueia  of  aoT  oaiioa  ilie  ptaferanca  oo 
tboaa  of  America,  tite  Prancli  legialauon  ia,  oo  tba  cooinrr,  varr 
faToiableio  tlia  imponation  from  ibat  couoirr. 

"For  example:  the  rice  from  Carolina  b  ciurgad  with  a 
anuller  duty  tlian  the  rice  of  anj  otiiar  eotmtrir,  ereo  ttwt  of 
Piadmoni,  which  for  many  reaaona  miglit  be  ftrored,  and,  how- 
arer,  payaadatyof  t  (nacM,  while  the  OratoDlT  caya  a  duty  of 
2^  franca. 

'Tbe  doty  on  American  cotton  ha>  baan  brought  down  u>  20 
fcaocai  witbeut  diatinction  of  quality,  wbila  cotton  ftom  other 
eomutiea  remaiat  aubmitied  to  dntiea  of  2S  and  30  liwica. 

"American  poiaafaaa  pay  16  ilBDea,  and  thoae  liram  Kua- 
aiaia 

"No  diatinction  la  made  between  the  flour,  the  timber,  tba 
dying  wood  coming  from  any  porta  of  Europe  and  that  itn- 
ported  from  inuuatiaatic  poru;  and  the  dutiea  are  vf  no  im- 
portance. 

"It  ia  the  aama  thing  for  turtle  abell,  on  wUch  tbe  dutiea 
are  regulated  by  the  aame  quality,  rarying  from  171  to  26  and 
EO  franca. 

'Thaaama  for  the  fallowing  attldea: 

Whalabooaa  ... 

Kahoila  .... 

Booey     ,  .  .  .  . 

Wax  not  worked 


30  fteoca. 

8     do. 

6     do. 

2     do. 

4     do. 
76  eanumea. 
26       do, 


Palmleaf  hai^flDa 

Do-  coarae    .  .  - 

"Bat  theaa  artlelee  being  almoai  all  that  conatiiutaa  the  direct 
azportOvm  the  United  Btatea  to  Prance,  it  ia  aaay  to  Judge 
wtiatber  the  lariffof  France  dtaerrea  or  not  all  the  accuaaiiona 
ebaigad  agaioat  It.  Iciaaufflcientto  add  thatall  difiereoceaof 
doliaawtaickwereeautbliahedby  itin  faror  of  French  naviga- 
tion bare  now  turned,  aioeo  tba  convention  of  1822,  |u  the  bene- 
fit-of  the  American  flag. 

'*Aa  to  the  ol^ection  rapreaeniing  the  diacrlminating  duty  of 
10  par  cant,  taried  In  the  United  ikatea  on  Chlneae  lillu  u  being 
apeicialiy  ealabliahed  in  favor  of  French  luduatry.  andaa  relat- 
ing to  a  certain  number  of  other  foreign  producia  brought  in 
enmpetitioa  with  thoMof  France  on  the  American  market,  itia 
pmpar  to  elate  that  thia  duty  only  beata  upon  one  article — the 
ailka  imported  m  the  United  Statea  from  coumriea  aituaied  on 
the  other  aide  of  tbe  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  that  it  cannot  be  aaid 
to  be  fkvorable  to  Franca  alone,  aa  it  ia  alao  profiiable  to  the 
ajcponation  of  alike  from  all  parta  of  Europe,  wiibout  dWiinc- 
tioni  that  it  baa  been  eaiabliibed  leaa  with  a  view  ofa  European 
or  Fnnch  iiMraat  than  for  the  protection  of  certain  Cotton  ar- 
tleles  manuiaciured  in  the  United  Staiea,  and  which  could  not, 
wuhontihiadoty,  aupportihe  cempeiiiion  with  common  Chi. 
neari  alike. 

"Therefure^  the  advantage  which  France,  whoae  legialatlon 
of  ontoma  ia  ao  favorable  to  the  direct  imporiatiuo  ftom  Ame- 
ricar<nay  Aodinihe  American  market,  la  out  the  conaequeoce 
of  tnaeaurea  taken  without  regard  to  her  iniereet,  however  uae- 
t  ul  they  may  proye  to  her,  aa  tba  price  of  coocanlone  at  leaat 
eqairaJent.  Anongtbeae  may  be  apeedily  claaaed  thoae  made 
iDlhTDraf  French  winea  by  the  treaty  ol  tha4ih  of  July,  1831, 
for  they  Itave  been  bought  by  tba  rennnciatioo  Caiipubucd  in 
tliat  treaty)  to  tbe  Frenohclaima  with  relation  to  the  8ih  arti- 
cle of  tba  treaty  of  the  aOth  of  April,  1SI08,  for  thaceeaian  of 
Loaiatana,'  and  by  the  promiae,  aince  realized,  to  bring  down 
tba  dutiea  upon  Ioiik  itapla  coluin  to  equal  tboee  paid  upon  the 
Miter  kind  of  cotton  directly  imported  on  Frencli  or  American 
yaaaela. 

"TItIa  favor  even,  notwitheianding  tba  price  doubly  paid  for  U 
by  Prance,  baa  become  more  nominal  than  ellbcttve,  in  conae- 
qaence  of  certain  meaaurea  aince  adopted  by  the  FedeiBlQo- 
Tamment. 

"Amoof  tba  apeclai  grievanoea  azpreaaed  by  the  United 
Btaiaa  afunal  Prance,  we  have  already  mentioned  thoae  agalnat 
ttia  dauea  levied  on  coUfn,  net,  Ufuud,  tta,  indigo,  and 
faftooeo.  It  iaeaay  to  leditcetheae  racriminaiioaa  to  their  pro- 
per value  " 

[Here  Mr.  Wun  oondaded  hi«  remark*  on  die 
SM. 


FaiOAT,  Janaary  39,  1841. 
[Mr.  Wue  haWne  laltea  ib«  door  for  the  par- 
poee  of  resuming  bis  argument  of  yesterday- 
Mr.  RaxTT  requested  him  to  yield  it  for  a  mo- 
ment to  enable  him  to  make  an  iaquiry  of  the  gen- 
Ueman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  WisB  baring  yielded — 
Mr.  Bbctt  ea!d  he  had  nndentood  (hat  the  geo- 
tleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  bad  said  yester- 
day that  a  member  of  tbe  coaTention  of  Soadi  Ca- 
rolina (nov  holding  a  seat  o»  this  floor)  had  in 
that  body  (so  high  had  the  excitement  run)  pro- 
posed a  dissolniien  of  the  Uaion.  As  he  (Mr.  R.) 
was  the  only  member  of  that  oonrention  now  on 
thia  floor,  be  sappoaed  the  gentleman  must  hare 
referred  lo  him. 

Mr.  Wm  was  understood  to  say  that  he  did  al- 
Inde  to  the  gentlemaii  from  Sonih  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Rhxtt;]  that  saeh  wai  the  impression  then  pre- 
.yaitlng  in  tbe  eoontry,  and  that  if  the  newspapers 
*t  tint  thae  were  to  be  belieyed,  a  dissolation  of 
the  Union  wa.%  aeiaally  proposed  or  talked  of  in 
that  convention. 

Mr.  IlacTT  said  that  the  gentleman  was  entirely 
mtsioformed.    Neiifaer  he  nor  any  other  member 

*  Thia  article  enaured  to  French  ahipphg  all  the  advantagea 
gireo  to  the  moat  Avored  nation  in  all  the  portaof  the  given  up 
tenHory.  . 


of  the  coovfoiion  ever  proposed  a  dissolniion  of 
tbe  Union,  nor  was  any  snch  proposition  ever 
made  or  discussed  in  the  eoorentiun. 

Mr.  Wise  was  understood  to  say  he  was  gUd  be 
had  made  the  remark,  because  it  had  afibrded  the 
gentleman  from  SoQih  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhett]  an 
•  opportunity  of  contradicting  it.  He  hoped,  so  far 
ai  least  as  South  Carolina  was  concrroed,  ibat  that 
saeiion  of  tbe  country  would  stand  vindicated  from 
the  charge  forever.] 

After  this  explanation,  Mr.  Wisa  resumed.  Sir, 
I  left  oS  reading  yesterday  when  I  came  to  the 
ipieial  grievaacas  complained  of  against  France. 
I  will  proceed  to  read— commencing,  where  1  left 
oflf,  with  eottnii: 

"Om/os.— The  difference  of  6  franca  in  the  dutiea,  which  ia 
complained  of  by  the  Federal  Qoveniment,  is  but  ajuatoom- 
penaation  for  the  greater  value  of  American  coiuin  compared 
with  that  of  Turkey  and  Egypt.  Tbia  difference  baa  not  at  all 
been  eetabliahad  with  a  view  to  protect  one  kind  more  tlian  tlie 
oliter:  and  the  reaulta  altow  it. 

"Tnough  eubmitted  to  higher  dutiea,  (the  difference  being 
formerly  26  liranca,)  tlie  importation  of  American  cotton  baa  in- 
oraaaed  in  fifteen 'yeara  (1818  to  1832)  from  7.669^400  kilo- 
grammaa  to  ^^33,000;  and  aince  the  royal  ordinance  of  the 
l6ih  of  June,  1832,  baa  reducwl  the  difference  to  5  fVanca,  the 
amount  of  American  cotton  tmportaiiou  haa  iocreaaed  in  six 
yeara  16,3M.U0O  kilogrammee:  thai  is,  more  than  oneihird, 
tiavloggone  up  In  183810  43,780,000  kilogrammea,  while  irom 
1826  to  1839  the  im|iortatio.i  of  Egyptian  cotton  wont  down  from 
7,666,000  to  2,302, 178  kilognmraea. 

"But  a  moat  important  foet  to  notice  la,  that  the  difference  of 
dutiea  in  favor  of  Egyptian  cotton  exiaia  only  when  brought  on 
French  abipa,  and  of  thia  tbe  Fedeial  Goveruipeot  baa  no  right 
to  complain,  when  the  equality  of  dutiea  atipulated  in  the  con 
ventkni  of  1822  beara  aKCluaivaly  en  the  importation  under 
both  flagaof  Iniemaiional  producu  Aa  to  the  duiin  levied  on 
Egypiiaii  cotton  when  Imported  lo  veaiets  of  other  natiune,  even 
thoee  of  Egypt,  they  are  eaiabliahed  in  auch  a  way  aatoconiil- 
tote  a.  premium  of  five  franca  in  favor  of  the  liame  product 
from  America  when  brougbton  American  veaselg. 

"It  muat  be  aaid,  also,  that  certain  circumstancea,  some  per- 
manent. Borae  temporary,  such  as,  on  one  part,  the  oompetiUon 
created))'  American  plantera  with  each  other,  the  progreas  of 
cultivation,  and,  according  to  Oeneral  Case,  tbe  progieaaive 
diminution  of  prices,  which  must  be  the  consequence  of  It; 
and,  on  the  other,  the  unusual  st-iie  of  Egypt,  and  the  want  of 
extension  in  the  cultivation  of  that  country,  paralyzed  as  it  la 
by  a  monopoly,  leaving  no  hope  for  a  diminution  in  the  pricee 
equivalent  to  that  which  must  take  place  in  America — all  these 
circumatancea  must  neceesarily  ensure  to  the  United  Btatee  the 
largeat  share  in  the  aupply  of  cotton  for  the  French  markeu 
Tbe  truth  of  this  is  fully  ascertained  by  the  followiiig  results: 
"The  proportion  of  American  cotton  used  in  the  French  con- 
sumption ia  estimated  at  about  .  -SI 
ThatTrom  tbe  Eaal  •  •  -  .  -  .10 
And  that  from  other  countriea,  includfaig  placee  ofdeposite     3 

100 
"This  shows  how  little  America  haa  to  complain  of  the  com- 
petition fiom  Egyptian  cotton,  and  how  little  reason  there 
abould  be  to  take  away  the  entirely  nominal  advantage  which  is 
left  to  thia  cotton,  since  (to  realize  the  promise  made  in  the 
treaty  of  1331)  the  duties  levied  on  American  cotton  bave  been 
reduced  from  40  francs  to  20. 

"Rick.— As  regards  this  article,  ihe  American  recriminattona 
are  really  incomprehenaible— the  tariff  being  aliogetlier  fliro- 
rahle  to  tbe  American  pioduct. 
Rice  coming  from  the  port  where  firat  ahipped  pays,  if  from 

the  United  Staiea fr-2:G0 

Ifftom  European  porta       .....    4.go 

IWm  place  of  depoalte     -  ■  .  .  .    {.qq 

firom  Piedmont,  direci  by  land     ....    s.oo 

on  foreign  vaaaals  ......    9.00 

■Thbrandeia  it  evident  that  tbe  OaroIlM  lice  ia  greatly  pro- 
^ted,lfconpaiedwlththat  from  other  countries^  even  intm 
*bottght  en  Preuch  veaaela. 

■■£4»teed—Tbia  article  haa  never  been  afany  irnpartnnce  In 
the  oommene  of  Franca  with  the  United  States.  Beaidaa,  the 
duty  ofefranea  formerly  levied  upi>n  tills  product,  no  matlar 
what  oonnlry  it  came  fiom,  (excepting,  however,  a  email  qaao 


tlty  brought  IVom 


for  a 


sallthUyAToiwd,) 


haa  been  reduced  by  ihelaw  of  tbe  2d  of  ^ulr,  1836,  to  1  franc 
when  imparled  on  French  or  American  veaaala,  and  vo  1  franc 
and  a  half  when  brought  on  all  other  foreign  Aipa  Crom  any 
country,  wilbe«t  diauneHon- 

"Tto  and  JiuKfO.— Tbeea  two  articlea  are  alao  of  very  little 
eoiaequence  In  iheTommerce  of  the  two  nations.  In  1838)  tlte 
quentny  of  tea  brought  to  Pianoe  from  the  United  States  waa 
but  1,000  kilogrammea,  ihe  whole  value  being  leaa  than  20,000 
franca.  Of  indigo,  the  importation  does  not  exceed  6  or  7  hun- 
dred kilogrammea  a  year. 

"2\>iaeu.— The  leiMaiinations  addreaad  by  the  Americans 
^lainai  the  monopoly  exercised  by  the  French  administratioa 
touch  direclly  the  right  poaseamd  by  all  nations  of  regulating  aa 
they  choeae  tlw  elementa  of  their  internal  revenae.  If  such 
pretenabma  were  admitted  upon  one  point,  then  would  be  no 
meana,  no  reason  to  repel  them  on  any  otitar-  To-day,  the  aub- 
jact  is  the  monopoly  of  tobacco;  to-monow,  it  would  be  munici- 
pal uucaa,  Ac.  ami  the  iotemal  economy  of  Franca,  aa  well  aa 
all  measnias  calculated  to  act  directly  on  the  conditlona  and  the 
regulatioua  of  exotic  prodttCta,  would  became  the  basis  or  the 
pretext  of  constant  and  endleaa  aggreasiona. 

"In  principle,  tbaae  racrlq^inationa  moat  be  expreialy  de- 
clined. 

"But,  even  laying  aaida  tbta  peremptory  conaidaration,  the 
eomplaini  of  American  planters  cannot  ausiain  discuasion.  The 
duty  hnposed  upon  foreign  tolMeco  by  the  monopoly  being,  af- 
ter all,  in  whatever  form  it  may  be  levied,  but  a  doty  of  con- 
sumption, the  legitimacy  of  which  is  acknowledged,  what  re- 
mains to  be  examined  is,  how  far  it  restrains  the  conaumption 
of  foreign  product,  in  the  intereat  of  wliich  it  iaincrimioatad. 

"  rhe  nature  of  lite  tobacco  manufoetured  by  thi  Regie  bein 
nwaded  for  dlfferant  cUasa*  of  conaumera,  the  inferior  qoali 


tieeare  composed  of  the  indigenous  product,  while  all  theanpe- 
riorqualitiissan  nianufaetured  with  tbe  mixture  of  American 
tobacco.  The  Inciease  of  prices  created  by  the  duties  baa  no 
r'Stric'ing  action  on  the  Iiabiia  of  rich  consumers,  for  whom 
thetobacco  from  the  United  Slates  is  particularly  deeigned. 
There  ia  then,  in  fact,  no  loss  for  these  qualities,  cnnaUSting 
alraoat  the  whole  of  the  American  propuct.  As  to  the  ioforior 
quality,  which  Is  produced  in  the  United  States  aa  well  aa  in 
France,  it  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  how  the  AmerlcaiM 
could  claim  from  France  a  protection  for  their  intereat,  when 
tbatsame  protection  would  oblige  France  to  the  sacrifice  of  lier 
own  intereat  at  home. 

"A  proof  that  there  is  no  loea  to  the  United  Stataa  Is,  that'tha 
cvnaumption  of  their  tobacco,  which  lorms  the  four-filth  of  the 
wholeof  Ihe  French  imports  of  foreign  tobacco.  Is  In  progreaa; 
the  amount  of  the  Importation  of  1S7,  which  waa  the  largeat 
one,  having  been  ezueded  by  that  1838,  aa  will  be  aaen  by  tba 
fotlowing  table,  which  gives  the  imports  in  France  of  foreign 
totiacco  aa  well  from  tbe  United  Statea  as  firom  otlier  couDtlwa, 
from  1838  to  1838: 

From  the  United  Sialaa.    From  other  countriea. 


KUogrammu. 
87,232 
340,703 


A. 


Yeara.  KUnrramme*. 

1828  -  962,851 

1899  1^100,421 

1830  4,646,388 

1832  2,«'6£«86  2,389i 

1893  impOA  34394 

1834  ■  -         3,792,180  129,518 

18B8  2,227,966  333,989 

ISM  .         2,747,819  317,799 

18S7  .  -         4,828,223  1.136316 

1838  .  .         6,290,760  1,229,819 

"It  is  said  that  the  American  tobacco  does  not  find  under  the 
French  legislation  sufficient  conditions  of  equality  for  itaaala. 

"It  ia  hardly  necessary  to  answer  thiaaaeertieo  otherwise  than 
by  noticing  that  theagenta  of  the  French  adtoiniatration,GOmlnc 
In  the  American  market  with  tlia  buyers  inva  all  cOQnlrie%  pay 
tbe  eame  price  -as  the  others,  and  neceasarily  contribute  to 
maintain  these  prices  by  their  competition,  especially  when  it 
is  known  that  the  wants  of  Frant^e,  which  can  be  estimated  in 
advance,  iocreaae  every  year  in  an  obvious  proportion,  with  the 
exception  ol  a  alight  variation,  which  ia  in  no  way  a  conae- 
quence  of  the  monopoly, 

"But  still,  we  can  ahow  that  the  monopelv,  far  from  reatrain- 
ingtheaale  of  American  tobai^  In  tbe  Fnaoch  conaumption, 
is,  on  the  contrary,  favorable  to  it.  If  *e  anppnae  for  one  mo- 
ment  that  this  monofwiy  be  abandoned,  it  muat  be  compenaaled 
by  the  creation  of  new  custom-house  dntier,  oauaing  the  tobac- 
co to  be  placed  on  an  equal  fboting  with  all  other  ibreign  aitidae 
of  consumption,  and  consequently  submitting  the  supplying  to 
all  tbe  chances  of  commercial  competltiuo.  Tobacco  would  be 
like  tea,  pepper,  dntianon,  iniUge,  Ac.  The  Amesican 
planter  would  findin  tbe  French  market  numerouacampeiitora 
oppoeinff  his  prices  and  conditions,  instead  of  the  present  con- 
stant and  regular  imne  offered  to  him  by  the  enHchteneo  prefe- 
lenre  given  to  him  by  the  adminietration.  Horeover,  the 
extinction  of  the  monopoly  would  enable  the  French 
planter  to  produce  indigenous  tobacco,  dimini8hing,ao  much, 
tbe  consumption  of  foreign  product.  In  all  eonscien<:e,  can  tha 
American  planter  wish  (oreuch  a  change! 

"Finally.a  last  complaint  Is  made  by  the  Government  o 
the  United  Statea  relating  to  the  navigation  between  the  two 
countries.  Its  aubetance  may  be  expressed  in  Ihe  following 
woftls: 

''As  regarile  the  navifUton,  the  tonnage  duly  of  6  franca, 
viz-  94  cents)  established  by  the  convention  of  1322  upon 
United  Statea  veoeela  in  Franco  ami  upon  French  veasela  in  the 
United  States,  throws  in  the  hands  of  third  natkuia  all  tbe  bene- 
fit of  the  traiiaporuiion  between  the  two  conauiee,  because  the 
flaj^  of  those  nations  ^yloi:  but  4  firanes  12  ceniiroea  conse- 
quently derive  a  profit  of  88  centimes,  and  enjoy  in  the  United 
Statea  the  advantage  ofa  free  entry.' 

"To  answer  thia  complaint,  It  will  be  sufficient  to  designate 
the  consequences  of  the  (Convention  of  the  i^lh  Jane,  1822,  the 
slipulationa  of  which  regulate  tbe  idaUans  ol  navigation  be- 
tween France  and  the  United  Statea  But,  for  a  better  appreci- 
>ationoftheelRclaoftheeonventk>nen  navigation,  it  may  be 
uaelU  to  glance  over  the  eObcta  produced  in  tbia  leepeot  by  the 
diflbrentreculationaat  previoua times.  ' 

"Three  distinct  periods  hare  preceded  the  one  regulated  by 
the  conventign  of  1622. 

"The  first  period,  during  which  the  French  flag  paid  an  over- 
lax  In  America  while  tba  Set  of  the  United  Stales  paid  none 
In  France,  was  that  which  preceded  tlie  law  of  the  88th  April, 
1816.  If,  duringtbat  period,  the  United  Statea  enjoyed  alone 
the  profit  of  the  tranaponulen  between  tbe  two  countriea,  it 
was  owing  not  only  to  the  regulaiiona  then  eaiablished  on  both 
*Mea,huteapecialfytothe  stale  of  war  and  the  lawa  of  block. 
a<ie.  Thefefote,nocomp«lsoncanbebascd  upon  the  period 
of  the  French  empire,aM  the  Americans  were  wrong  to  con- 
sider, then,  as  an  acquired  right  the  exclusive  advantage  of 
traoapottation,whenthey  possessed  itonly  in  fact,andasaneuir'l 
power.  As  for  the  two  years,  1814  and  1816,  the  French  navy 
was  not  yet  organised— they  camwt,  then,  be  taken  aa  a  tscm 
ofcomparison.  ' 

"Theaeeond  period— that  wUeh  immediately  followed  tbe 
law  o(ihe2eth  April,  1S16— Is  the  only  one  that  can  he  taken  as 
asiardng  point,  for  with  ll  began  a  mnre  regular  order  of 
thtnia.  It  established,  in  principle,  a  difference  of  duties  fai 
fovoroftbeFtench  flag  for  the  imponation  of  foreign  products, 
not  hMiladlng^  however.  In  this  system,  the  French  exports  pro- 
per. Under  that  'regima'  of  discriminating  duties,  the  share 
ofFranceinthe  transporuiionincreaasd  yeariy.  Thia  share, 
ivhieh  was  nothing  prevfons  to  that  period,  amounted,  at  the 
and  of  1817,  to  eneeixlh  of  the  whole  transportation;  in 
18H  it  was  one./o«r'*i  and  In  1819  neoriy  one-iAirA 

"rhe  third  period  waa  that  of  the  reprisals,  by  which  France 
svss  obliged  to  anrwer  the  aggreaslons  of  the  Untied  States— tbe 
la<<t6monthsaflfQa  Ihe  year  1821  and  the  first  9  montha  of 
ISK.  The  year  1)21  la  the  only  one  that  olfbrs  ceoipleie  te- 
enlta.  Durina  that  year,  the  share  of  France  was  a  little  more 
than  one-seventh,  that  of  the  United  Slates  a  liule  less  than  two- 
seventha,  the  remnant  to  the  other  flags. 

"During  tbe  period  regulated  by  the  convention  of  1822. 
France  obuiined  the  first  year  (1893)  but  a  little  lent  than  one* 
twentieth;  hut  tbe  event  of  a  war  with  Spain  must  have  had 
an  influence  on  Uils  result:  the  year  1634,  firee  fipmitahowaa 
sUgh'  Increass. 
"The  following  table  Miow*  the  relative  ahnes  of  both  coun. 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONORESSIcmAL  GLOBE. 


SOTH  CoNa"*>2iu>  Sxas. 


Treasury  Note  Bill— Mr,  fPUe, 


EL  of  Reps. 


•aiilk»fMuaBtnm,(iom  18 


»,  in  MBOMa,  bwweeo  Franca 
.10  1838: 


Twn. 

Amonoi 
atgtMni 

UXllMg*. 

ProportloQ  per  cent 

HKars  or  each  flag  in  tha 
general  tonnage.^ 

Pnneh 

Amer'n 

Otheri. 

Aare-e. 

ITSJ 
1838 

Tom. 
lOtJlU 

lfl,2S0 

172,000 

210,338 
232,131 

13 

10.4 

12 

17.6 
13 

87 

99 

86 

788 
85 

6 

2 

4  7 
2 

100 

100 

190 

100 
100 

*'(o  tbat  to  a  umnaca,  which  in  1838  ia  naarly  trebia  of  whai  it 
main  19l4khaTiogtilct«aaedfrom  8S3t2iona  to  232,13e,  iha 
propenlfln  which  can  ba  coniMared  aa  tha  uaoal  ahare  allowed 
to  Franca  bribaeoaTeniion  or  1822  ia  but  13  to  ISper  caoi.  that 
it,  aboin  ooa'alghth  of  iha  whole  iianMiortaUon;  the  remnaui  be- 
lonnng  alnxm  anliralx  la  the  United  Siaiaa. 

"Thla  cohTaotioo  baa,  Iharefbta,  nada  the  aiiuation  of  Ilia 
French  flag  wona  than  liwaa  undar  the  infliKDce  ofthe  law  at 
181S,  tod  erao  wona  than  ia  tha  lima  of  the  repriaala.  ibonch 
Iha  Otqact  of  thia  conraniioa  waa,aa  it  waa  laid  n  ita  preambTa) 
(a  Tifiitatttherttatioiu  ^commeret  and  navigatiou  of  Iht 
two  noMotu  m  a  manner  annpaooau-T  udemuagtoiu  and 
tatitfactory.  But  thiaia  the  more  worthy  of  conaideracion,  be* 
cauae  theaacrificaa  impoaed  by  tbia  treaty  to  French  oavigaiion 
M  not  And  any  eompaoBatioo  llial  could  be  lalceD  m  account,  in 
tha  eandWoo  mada  to  Franch  pradada,  ajoca  Ihia  condition  waa 
not  a  tuBWqnanea  of  the  alipnlaliona  01^1832,  and  waa  only,  aa  it 
hMbaan|iioTedba<an,tliap(loaofBnb«qiient  concraeiona,  at 
laaatai|ua>lo,ar  manlj'  Ilia  reaoli  of  geoeial  ouaaurea  uuien 
withaui  nfud  for  ftaDch  iniaaaeu. 

*^ai  Ihan  ia  aaocbar  atamenl  of  the  qoeation  ul  narigalion 
wbieb  it  ia imponam not  to  naglact,inordartageiaJuueaii- 
maia  of  tha  damagi*  analalnad  by  Fmoce  in  ihip  reapeci:  it  ia 
thanaiura  of  tha  pradacta  aataniig  into  the  mutual  cummerca, 
and  the  ahare  tluu  aeema  to  be  aaiigned  from  the  capacity  of 
llMa*  prodocta  to  each  party,  in  Iha  reapaclire  navigatiin,  nou 
WIthalaiMBiig  Iha  reciprocity  which  ia  llie  aim  of  the  conveo- 
lion. 

"The  Federal  aoTcmment  pretended  tbat  the  tonnage  le- 
qaiiTd  for  the  iraoaporuiion  of  Aioertcan  producia  to  Prance 
waa  /ovr  Hunt  greater  ilun  the  tonnage  required  for  the  trana. 
ponailoo  to  America  of  an  eoual  Talua  of  Franch  gooda,  aren 
IncliMnng  wine  and  brandy.  The  French  aJminiairaiion,  con- 
TlDoed  that  thia  eatimata  coold  not  be  correct,  and  wiahing  to 
know  exaelly  Iba  teal  dillteanca  exiatiog  in  ihia  reepect  between 
Uh  producia  of  both  couiuriea,  aacettaioed  Ciom  numeroue  and 
daeiaiveeoarcaaofiiiformaliaDihat  the  difieience  in  more  for 
American  producia  waa  In  tha  proportion  of  2}  u>  1^. 

"In  thiaaappoildon  tha  ralatlTa  aoeumbiance  reeultiog  from 
Uu  capacity  01  the  French  producia  reouiring  but  a  lliire  leaa 
Uianaltalnf  ofthe  tonnage,  Tls:  about  31.3  percent,  the  ehare 
of  Fiance  in  the  Iranapntatioo  afaould  not  exceed  the  equira^ 
lent. 

"Therefore,  area  teaviog  the  diecaaaion  on  the  ground  adopt' 
ad  by  tha  Federal  Seraromeni,  the  hearinaae  of  tha  loeeeaaua- 
laioad  by  Iha  Franch  nary  would  atlll  be  unqueetionable,  for 
the  ahare  of  Franca  la  the  general  movement  of  tranaportailon 
being  but  from  12  to  18  par  cahL  there  would  be  atill  fur  her  a 
eonatamloarof  froB  18  to  19  par  cant,  on  on  <}«<>{  Taiueo/e» 
eka»gedprod»M:  To  Ihia hMaabouMaleo  be  added  the  por- 
tion of  loonaga  that  ought  to  be  aecured  lo  France  lor  the  eur- 
plua  of  mine  of  her  expona  orar  imported 

"Fi«m  thia  we  can  Judge  of  the  apirit  of  inaccuracy  which 
characiarixea  the grienncea ofthe  Federal  Governmentand  tha 
carelwaneaa  brought  in  the  examination  of  the  facta  by  which 
are  enpponed  Iheae  grierancea.  But  anMlier  Ukine  quite  aa 
alraoga  aa  Die  lamenlaOoae  addreaaed  lo  Franca  ia  the  pretext 

S Ten  to  thera,  whan  baaad  upon  a  pretended  encroachment  on 
ie  tranaponation  by  the  Aaga  of  other  natiooa,whoaa  ahare  in 
the  traneportatlon  haanot  oaireachad  (aa  ehown  in  the  abova 
labia)  aioca  16  yean  the  InaigniAeani  Umil  af  2  per  cent.  More- 
orer,  iha  cauae  aaalgned  to  lUa  aaeroachmant  la  no  mora  cor- 
rect than  tha  aaaenioa  itaelf,  and,  in  ihia  reaped,  Ihe  Federal 
aovemmanlarayal  miatainn  whan  tha;  ihinic  that  the  Amari- 
can  Teaaab  pay  88  canilmea  mora  lo  France  than  the  reaaela  of 
olhernadona,(BngHahaxcapiad.)  For,  to  the  4  ft-anca  12  can- 
thneeofurdfaiuyioniiaca  duiiaa  paid  by  other  oaiionamuat  ba 
idded  all  Iha  eipenaae  lor  expediuoii,  parmiia.  paaeporla.  plloia, 
•e.  which  axeaad  (or  foraiga  ahipa  tha  aum  requirea  from 
Trench  tanala  or  from  American  onea,  aa  both  enjoy  the  aama 
pri'llagea. 

"If  waiaeama  Iha  eondry  reaolta  which  «•  bare  iuat  had  oc- 
eaaion  toaiatet  ibay  bring  ua  lo  ihe  eoncluaiona  which  we  hare 
yet  to  oflbr: 

"lit.  ^tjor  Cbwmerea.— Paring  Oia  laat  12  yeara,  from 
IBfftolSB&itegaoeral  marctBaDt  of  metchandiaea  between 
4l*  PoliadSlalaa  and  Franca  liaa  baaneunal  to  1,946,000,000 
ftanca,  thM  ia,  in  umul  oMtn  of  I6l;0a0ia00. 


F 

II 

1 

o 
3 

t 

i 

•hata  of  JLmarlca,  or  tanporu  hi  Franca, 
Miaaeof  France,  or  expona  from  France, 

Mlfna 
(08 
1118 

Mil'na 
69 
98 

42.6 
S7.4 

tfurplua  in  firor  of  expona          : 

290 

24 

J4.8 

"aatiriadMbfaaca  of  290,001^1001  *a  annua]  mean  ofat,- 
MOjMn,  ha  It  M  oarcant.  doae  not  conaUtuie  a  diaadranlage  for 
tha  Amerkaaa,  for,  aahalbra  eiaiad,  a  large  amount  of  Franch 
prataeuanbfVUglMlolhaDniiad  Slalea  to  be  reahlpped  for 
other  eounirieaof  America;  and  thia  amount,  which  ia  at  leaat 
lumrtaia  Id  daamr  ttobalanca  againat  the  Cnlled  Btatee,  la  a 
certain  eout«e  for  them  of  rtnj  important  profita. 

'nMnfore,alhctwhlobcan  beaaaartedwiiHimih  andwlth• 


i  euttaaant 

certain  ec 

"Then 


out  exaggeration  is,  that,  aa  regards  txthangu,  there  ia  no  loaa 
00  the  pan  of  iha  Americans. 
"2d.  Atfor  Navigatum — During  the  same  12  yeara  the  ag- 

&  regale  tonnage  between  Franca  and  the  United  Stales  (coming 
I  and  goingoot  united)  haa  amooniad  to  2,161,000  ions,  giving 
an  annual  maap  of  180,000  tone: 

During  the  12  years,  Annual  mean.  Proponioa  per  cant 
from  1827  to  1838. 

1,841,000  tone.  163,000  Ions.                   86,2 

266,000   "  22,000    "                       12.3 

«4,000    "  4,600    "                        2.6             , 

2.161,000  tons.  180,000  tons.  lOO 

"If  we  Taloa  to  Iha  atoora  ptoportlon  Iha  differaooa  axialiag 
in  Ihe  capacity  of  the  respectire  products,  the  ahara  of  France 
in  tlie  general  tonnage  ought  to  amount.,/ar  an  equal  value  of 
producti,  to  a  little  mors  than  oae-lhird,  tliat  ii^  about,  ris: 

31.3  p.  cl. 

"But  the  Franch  producia  having  exceeded  in 
value  the  Amencan  products  by  an  annual  mean  of 
^000^000,  or  14  per  cent,  mual  have  ensured  a  pro- 
portional incraaaeoftoiinagetotfaa  French  flag;  cal- 
colaisd  in  eaid  proponion  this  Ibcnaas  woilld  bu      •    4.5    " 

'-Thenfore,  the  shara  which  Franca  ought  lo  have 
obiahied  should  be  equal  to      ■  .  .  36.8    " 

'If  compared  with  the  one  she  haa  obtained  m  lacl  12:3    " 


"It  will  ahow  an  annual  mean  luee  for  her  of 


■  23.6  p.  ct. 


"Thia  makes nn  180,000 tana  a  loaa  of  -42J00lona 

"And  if  from  ihera  42,300  tone  we  deduct  3,000 
tone,  taken  out  ofthe  4,500  forming  the  mean  annual 
ahare  ot  oilier  nations,  (because  their  ehan  la  about 
two'ihirda  Dfilie  guingoui,  and  one-third  of  Ibecvn' 

ing  in,)  we  will  And 39,300  " 

To  be  the  amount  which,  lo  Ihe  detriment  of  Iha  French  flag, 
formed  tha  annual  profits  of  Americans  during  Iheaa  12  yeanT' 

"3d.  At  far  Uu  legitlutian — In  France,  no  son  of  over  tax 
npon  merchandise;  entire  reciprocity  for  tha  flag,  privilege 
given  to  American  producia,  compared  with  aimllar  products, 
not  coming  from  French  colonies  or  from  India;  advantage  to 
all  pnduaie  coming  from  the  United  8tatea  over  the  producta 
of  India,  not  brought  directly  on  French  bottom. 

"Thareaullofthisie<n/ae(a)  haa  been  eecn:  Equality  of 
advantagesin  the  exclumfe»;  abaorptloo,  almost  total,  of  tha 
navigation  b;  the  American  Sag.    Such  is  the  situation.   ' 

"Such  being  the  state  ofthinga,  can  the  United  Siateeexpieea 
any  repmach.  or  threaten  to  raiae  the  duties  on  French  pro- 
ducts? Tlie  answer,  it  seems,  ia  easy  lo  givr.  And  all  tliat 
remains  lo  be  added  to  the  cooaideratianfl  exiwaed  in  tbe  pre* 
sent  note  is,  that  Fiance,  in  permiuiog,  as  she  lias  done  until 
nuWf  the  convention  of  IH22  to  subfiiet,  (this  convention  giving 
in  fact  the  7.8ih  ofthe  transnortalion  in  the  iniercnnree  to  the 
American  fla^,)  has  sacrificeo  the  interest  of  her  navigation  lo 
the  advantages  whxh  her  commerce  could  derive  from  the 

grogieasive  imponance  of  the  markeie  opened  in  the  United 
lates  to  her  products  of  all  kinds.  Tbe  commeicial  relaliom 
between  the  two  nations  can  be  maintained,  ina  manner  useful 
to  both,  in  thissortof  balance  between  the  advantages  granted 
to  the  American  navigation  and  those  devolved  to  French  pro. 
ducia.  But,  any  modification  altering  the  commercial  advan- 
tages which  nlona  have  caused  the  conceMions  made  by  France 
to  tbe  navy  of  Me  Vnion^  and  which  atone  can  allow  the  con. 
linuation  of  these  conceeeions,  would  evidently  authorise  the 
French  Govemmeui  to  withdraw  favora  which,  given  at  her 
detriment,  would  have  no  more  com)^nsation. 

"The  French  Government  will  thenawait,  with  calm,  the  re- 
sult of  the  discussiona  which  the  tariff  may  lalse  in  (Congress. 
But  It  would  see  itself,  although  with  regret,  bound  In  adopt  de- 
fensive measurea  should  this  result  alter  the  present  state  ofthe 
commercial lelailons between  France  and  the  United  Slates." 
And,  sir,  ix>  addilioo  lo  this  view  of  the  whole 
sDbject,  I  will  present  the  followioit  vie«s  And  ta- 
bles from  the  New  York  Herald  of  December  13lh, 
1840: 

"loslaad  of  devising  new  maaw  of  supplying  iba  exirava- 
gaoca-of  the  Federal  Govemmeni,  tha  iina  policy  la  locut  down 
tha  expensea  to  a  level  with  the  revenue.  Tha  pany  about  lo 
coma  ima  power  are  already  full  cry  lor  an  ineraaae  uf  tha  lai  ifl; 
andmaoyapeciouaprelanceaaraaaiup  in  order  lo  <8aci  that 
objecu  The  most  prominent  ar«  Iha  great  lupon  of  ailka  from 
Franca,  and  Ihe  great  dutiaa  impoaed  by  that  eavammaot  upon 
tobacco  ahipped  from  thia  eoamry.  In  order  to  undsntand  ilw 
ralaiiona  baiweanthe  two  eouniriea,  we  have  compiled  from  of- 
ficial soarrsathe  lUlowhig  table  of  ihe  whole  irada  for  five 
yean,  combining  yean  of  the  graaiast  depression  and  inflation: 
ImvHTB  PRox  Frxhcb,  DisTnvomaiiaia  thb  mmaa. 


I83S. 
9,793 


67,418 


IMffrte. 
Antimony, 
Spallar, 
Brimaione, 

Burrstons,         

Funandi^klna,  99,076 
Animals  to  braed,  - 
OH  Copper,  71 

Gold, 
Sliver, 


1836. 
a631 
98,100 
!S.763 
27,766 
198,064 
166 


1837. 
876 
6,7(6 

19,000 


183a       1839. 
28,867 


CoSiie, 
Cocoa, 
Almooda, 

Pruneft 

Cloves, 
Silks, 


619,682  4,439,043 

t6%827  494,688 

26,620  426 
4,938  -      13,838 

84,094  197.343 

18i^  53,339 

13,836  14,610 


99^46 

878,261 

173,163 

'M. 

4,120 

M,90t 

66,641 

l.MB 

662 


28,862 

16^917 

2,812 

l,H6,986 
729,327 


8;ie7 

397 
2,487 


41,676 

46,913 

4,46332 

840 

73,608 
83,831 
20,604 

106,973 
60^671 
11,800 
64.221 


12M,3S6  16,611,188  8,676^816  6,6ia621  15.099473 


Silkaworated,  634,348  2,329,227  1,637,639  1,296,270  1,873,441 
Cambleta,  48,666   ^^ —       "••  ■  —       "^ — 

Worsted  eiuflk.9e4,438 
LlMD,  261,028 

Boiling  cloths,  Z7,''&< 
Wool,  11.632 

Opium,         ■   48,071 
Olhar  art.       740,043 

Total  frsa,   16,880,015  26,920,638  13,299,880 12,107,416  33,124,406 

.4avalarain. 

Cloihas,  177,442      1(6,669        87,896      100,368     212,999 

«Tbe  same  calculation  for  1838  show*  a  loss  for  iha  Fnoch 
flag  of  46,0891000. 


l76Bge 

606,910 
691.071 

65,16? 

30.957 

£,4tl 

880,426 


69^111 

408,089 

368,660 

21,134 

2,603 

1,426 

670,710 


44,1(7  73,386 
748,267  1,007,287 
341,888      6006:7 

2ae99 

17,816 

1,460 

639,416 


'     12361 

6,106 

I,344j60 


Marino  Shawls,  1,106 
Blankela,  I3L,7«7 
Uosiaty,  9,149 

Other  wool,  7,418 
Col  prima,  1,146,868 
White  do.  198,678 
While  bnstary.SBJW 
Yam,  1,6(0 

Other  eoMoo,  69,382 
aik,  India,  1,410 
Slllt,aowiog,  "  """ 
Liea, 

Flaxmanuf. 
Hemp  do, 

Leghorn  hau^  37,004 
Fur  balB,  ^070 

Firearms,  '  2/|71t 
Iron  maouihc  63,808 
Copper  do       26,976 


3(8 
2I7,76« 

5,667 


61,168 

78,«(0 

6,727 

90ft 


60^687 
1,189 

78  r,  177 
3.S38 


Brass  do 
Tin       do 

Wood  do 
Leather  do 
Marble  do 

OoldandsUvar79,138 
Waichea,  268,413 
Olaasware,  132,063 
Chhiawara,  lOO^eS? 
Paperhangfoga91,300 
Rawailk,  6,000 

Raw  wool,  264,162 
Other  manuf  103,106 
Not  enumerated, 
paylMprcl-IWW 
pay  16^  do  102^132 
pay25  do  496,996 
pay  30  do  19,696 
pay(0    do     31^284 

Total  ad.  vl.  4,618,647 
Speef/tc  (tixie*. 
Flannels,         10,814 
Carpeting,       16,060 
Floor  cloiha,         66 
OU  cloths,         1,673 
Red  wins,      863,278 
Other  wine,    337,074 
Bottles  wine,  6U2i423   I 
Sherry  wine,       161 
Spanish  wina. 
Wine  of  other 

countries, 
Dsil'daplria,  868,711 
Vinegar,  14,098 

Olive  oil,         12,538 

ghocolate,  608 

rowD  sugar,    4,911 
Cheesa,  6,700 

Soap,  23,861 

Cotton,  28,783 

Brisllesh  8,209 

Ochre,  2,898 

Sugar  of  lead,  2,797 
Cordage,  288 

Twine,  7,808 

Corks,  38,230 

Flreams,  14,036 
Iron  caalinga,  6,562 
Ironban^  744 

Wheat  flour. 
Wheat, 
Pouioea, 

Paper,  2l,(M0 

Booka,  %8e6 

Demijohns  2,6(9 

Black  boulea,  77,668 

Flab,  2.478 

Shoes,  ia£as>  673B 

Shoes,  men's  39,633 
Shosa,chikl'ns  1,886 

Boot^  7,247 
Hal  bodies, 


4iai96 
60^640 

767 
67,416 

189 

206,430 

1S9;79» 

61,672 

ia(,3M 

2^1 

78,786 

128,987 

41,366 

I2a9« 

2,002 
184,290 
746,440 

6,347 
160,333 
601,446 
211,233 
163,743 
111,1(4 
164 

1,822 
198,470 


129^910 

6,687 

6U 

1,193,983 

433.631 

46^866 

4,280 
1I2;822 
633 
280^164 
144,277 
40,683 
991 
140,864 

%147 
43,482 
60,672 

7,641 
104,886 

2,408 
116,153 
211,706 

2,440 
166,614 
6ll,8n 
104,906 
209,160 
128,991 

3,722 

4,205 
?6,867 


16,388 

198,748 

10,030 

1,400 

i\ijm 

110,168 
29478 
2,006 
62^787 
IIS 
202,738 


6tcr 


10,039 

636 

9.1(6 
19^ 

37,438 
11,800 
61,S» 

Utt9 
79,629 
478,(89 

l.!«8 
64,786 

132^(0 
110,300 
99^U8 


eww 


a4t!St 


sa 


*•»« 


20,601  3t,«74 

4a(,161  368,647 

692;264  609,037 

49,387  38,106 

26,868  70,671 


.»ijg        8UIS 

7,sn      nm 
77,are     MM» 


7,166,389  6,633,678  im/m  7,m;Ut 

(00        a» 


1,827 
987 
64 

i,tar 

47:^467 
298441 

426 
626 

3,211 
1,1M^78 
19,132 
16,247 
163 
61,632 
11,244 
26,667 
2,829 
4,238 
8,4iS 

i.6:-4 

7B 

15,294 

38,436 

290 

9,779 

22,681 

8,319 
1  964 

19!37D 
64,0OD 
1,969 
7,6® 

8,736 
7,231 
42,826 
1,801 
8,998 


3,316 

1,133 

108 

146 


904,1(6 

1,11M0» 

307 

4,363 

7,681 
847,661 
16,995 

5,476 
633 
11,100 
7,902 
11487 
18,721 
3^116 
3,946 

^ 
738 

16,606 

36,799 

6,333 

6,602 

2,396 

14.183 

67,286 

3,746 

12,896 

69,966 

1,060 

4.778 

168376 

7,054 

6,292 

43,330 

2.608 

28,999 

203 


sn 

9H,1(0 
10^188 

10 


6,1(8 

Tee,38( 

9,034 

9,333 

166 

6,1(0 
9Es(8I 

1,833 
4*9 


8,084 
23,067 

^6 

iea 

1,(81 
1,8(4 

,889 
,M9 
868 

&4>r 

77^448 


tXtSW 

3^11 
19^(81 

i4,7n 


i8|aer 
410 


^. 


2M60 

1,238 

31,893 

433 


m3? 

IS 

tss 


Total.  9,t6MBB  3,76(1819  «16MI6l   1,91^888 


In  Am.vea.  2SU»i11I  3EslK,ffi290^9^90( 
Foreign  do.  96^473  1,88^413  1,8181(06 
No.  vea.  anrtvMl    46(00  146 


Tonnage,         194,075  128348  134,423      121,864 

Expoara  or  PoaxieK  Paoooca  M  Fbuks. 

Rawhidea,            482  97,680       (7,388        IZ9)6 

Dyawao<,*c.  12i000  37,836       38,703 

Gold,                  6,400  U;633  m,023 

SUver,            632,004  96;58»  8&6I9 

Teaa,               63.(34  81,4H        10.647 

OoflH            S09>2U>  40*F<X>B  343,944 

Cocoa,             36,940  4:^798       35^006 

S^cea^           13,461  66,130       

sfiks,             ioes  980 

CottoD  goods,  6,62i  IIUB 

Laca,               2/XX)  4;!26e 

Lechamhala,37.l83  ^19 

Indigo,  6,364 

Wine,            19340  17,840 

Holassast         2^201 

Brown  Sugar,3&.769  220,637 

Oooon,             -  13,817 

Utberan'a    42J2H)  633M 

ToLforex.  1,748,699    1,310,880 
Per  Ainati 

canvas.  1,364,123  1,012,430 
Per  for.  do.    381,476     348,399 

Expoars  or  DomsTtc 
Fish,  89,347       60,079 

Whale  od,  £836        3,896 

Wbalabooe,      36,003      149,609 
Sperm  candlaa,  3,164  26 

Lumber,  290.967     308,684 

Hpars,  2,127         1,364 


13^ 


1,610.223      907,881 
879,146     291,100 

PaoDttCBTo  Faaiiea. 

363 

22,406         6.412 

141,606      194378 

1,981  ^86 

116,477        91,674 

1,871  6^ 


U1,71S 


febt  1841 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRKSSIONAt  GLOBE. 
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S6th  Co)ro>*"SKD  Skss. 


Treatury  Note  Bill— Mr.  Wist. 


H.  of  Repqi 


•k  bark,         23,044 
TDod,  mum.    tftfitU 

•baa,  101,415 

kina,  26,361  ~ 

mt^VOm,  129,171 
tour,  11,V12 

lea,  21&,8i7 

leal,  20,160 

o«oa,nL  l7,4flO,41S  17, 
otton,  Iba.  99^,473 1 
obscco,  val.   936,420^ 
obacco,  hhdi.    6,912 
'obacca.iiian.   11,709 
lopa.  6^6 

Vax.  41,648 

unkui*,  8,432 

\am,  4,190 

lMr,4cc  460 

'urparUiBa,  408 

roo,  4,69'i 

ipt«.fmmnliwn  6,130 
:;oppar  maou.  9,337 
lUalctiw,  L»l 

Cotton,  iBwia.     3J37 

nothi,  iiOB 

iooto,  .1,037 

JoWlaar, 

;oio,  %oao 

fanu.  Dot  mm,  18,192 
wrtlclsa,  do-       1I,;M4 


24.692  17,610 
16,227  1,629 
16,126        6,847 


69,646  77,9t« 
4,790  2,719 
1I,9U7       11,996 


231,291      266,306      224,766     219,845 
29,401         3,916        21,227         


66,396 
26,613 


23,680 


19^ 
70 


36,173 
2,600 


413,648     274,626      139.625     320,911 


11,217 


4.079 


,619,787  16,266,679  12,310,178 183»,142 

13631S9  98,661^  11969482289,129.787 

961,667     72^842  1,237,123     909,960 

8,275         ftS63       16,902       10,020 

168         ~ — ~ 

800 

61,049 

i230 

111,239 

408 

137 

707 

736 

1,149 

4,43S 

8^9 
2,000 
3,190 

6,ii0 

17,223 


2,288 

6,282 

93 

23,674 

14,003 

28,629 

^iP 

23,674 

32,749 

360 

238 

181 

14S 

39,049 

68,692 

2,918 

714 

1,988 

100 

9iM0 

460 

6,266 

9,677 

^136 

1,910 

6,402 

2;80e 

227 

380 

310 

240 

706 

6S4 

i,8se 

1,892 

1,590 

1,600 

170 

8!8,767 

600 

6«14i96 

12,113 

10,206 

12,247 

12,966 

14,037 

14,424 

rot.  do.  «c.  18,688,46720^060,361 17,360914  14,£S3,4I4  16,966,106 
in  Amarlcan 

raaMla  ■  17,545,866 18,3S),37Q  16,260,391 13,246,198  I3,;21,a9( 
a     forelcn 

▼•Mala,  1,640,602  1,696,091  1,190,623  1,377,216  2,242,174 
anod  total 

export*.  20,076,06621,441,200  19,750,283  16,822,406  13,336,884 
McvaaMlicI'd   UO  tSM  826  696  511 

rufUMfa,  142,087      160,196     Ul,140     169.449      141,766 

"In  thaaa  tablw  waflnd  that  iha  mat*  import  of  Frencbailk 
Tor  llTa  jratra  iabut  liula  more  than  <lt.O0O,COO,  innead  of 
■0,000,000,  as  bubaan  aawned  bjr  Mr.  Biddia,  Mr.  Webaier, 
\ni  ra.aebaed  by  all  tba  parly  papacs  from  ona  and  of  tha  eooo- 
Trtotbaothac.  AtthaaamatimaFiaiics  buyaiDoaiarenga, 
ll&OO&OOOof  cotton  from  v»  annually,  and  one  iTiillion  of  dollaif 
irorth  of  tobacco,  wbila  oar  Inipon  ol  cotton  goods  from  Franca 
aseaiealytl,O0!XOOa  IfthaatUaorFraacaaratabaaabjeeicd 
u>  duty,  wbat  will  praTcnt  bar  from  layiof  a  uiacnminating  du- 
ty in  ftTor  of  Eaic  India  and  Colonial  cottona,  to  the  damaga 
>f  oar  plaataral  It  (a  aat  up  aa  a  pretence  tbat  thia  great  aicaa*  of 
■Uk  impona  from  Franco  caaata  a  drain  of  tba  praciotia  malalai 
OQ  the  coouary,  wa  And  tbat  ibe  impoita  of  gold  and  lilvec  ex- 
ceed Ihaaxponafortbatcouniry  In  fire  yean  our  16  000,000, 
In  tbia  view  of  it,  tlierafore,  there  la  no  realKy  in  the  pretence 
•at  ap,  and  there  azietano  good  reason  for  tncreaeing  tba  duitea 
on  French  imports.  In  regard  lo  the  heavy  duties  alleged  lo  be 
levied  ttpon  American  tobacco  in  France,  the  position  assumed 
by  the  planters,  tbat  Ibairioiareat  suffisrsby  it,  appeals  to  be 
aotitely  erroneoua  In  tbe  flrat  place,  the  article  of  tobacco, 
from  its  nature,  is  exempt  from  the  ustia)  rule  of  commerce, 
that  an  toeraaaa  of  price  decrease*  consumption;  the  small 
quaaiiUaa  which  each  individual  addicted  to  the  use  iif  the  weed 
consames  in  a  year,  make  the  doubling  or  quadrueling  of  Its 
prices  a  matter  of  minor  imponanca  to  bim,  and  tie  does  not 
curtail  bis  naual  allowance.  On  tbe  cootraiT,  it  has  bean  ob- 
■erred  anMnfttas  poorer  elaaaaa,  that  when  other  necaaaariee  of 
life  have  decreaad  in  consumption.  In  consequence  of  high 
prices,  tobacco  has  hiereaaed,  becauaa  it,  in  a  manner,  becomes 
a  subslltula;  for  a  proof  of  this,  on  a  grand  scale,  the  faeu  of- 
farad  by  tba  plaotarsara  the  moat  concluaiva.  They  slate  that 
the  Oovanimaotaf  France  derive  a  revenue  of  930,000,000  from 
impona  on  tlie  article.  Now,  if  wa  tum,ui  tba  table  of  exporia, 
i*a  Sod  that  the  expert  to  Franca  ha*  Incraaaad  fWim  near  7,000 
hhda  in  1836,  to  near  16,000  hbds.  in  1838,  and  10,000  hhda.  in 
in9,  when  the  crop  was  short,  showing  a  vastly  greater  In- 
orasaa  than  le  presented  br  any  other  article. 

"In  Ibe  Hue  of  thIa  rapid  aale  of  their  product,  the  planters  ask 
tttt  Mlaliative  dutie*  upon  Ibe  imports  of  Fiance,  to  the  damage 
of  their  fallow-citicena,  ualaas  the  European  Oovinmeniacon- 
■eotto  foiegoa  inuat  Inendva  laonopoly  which,  Itiaabsurd  to 
■appoae,  laay  will  do,  eapecially  on  each  an  article  aa  tobacco, 
tha  extended  uaa  of  which  it  is  wise  policy  to  diacountanance. 
The  planian  appear  to  be  impelled  by  Iha  same  fseling  which 
indues*  Iiiglmiillii  make  war  npoo  <!hint,  because  they  will 
not  buy  bar  opium.  Instead  of  liaianing  to  Ihaaa  iitjurions  pe- 
diions,  which  tend  backwarda  to  the  exploded  system  of  re- 
strietlre  dutie*,  the  wisest  poller  of  national  couoeil*  wUlbe  to 
seek  maana  of  anaodiac  our  foreign  trade  on  the  American  *ya- 
tarn  of  radprocliy.  It  ha*  bean  tba  palicy  of  England  always  to 
bnlld  apmarkata  for  haraelf  by  culuvaHng  the  trade  of  new  and 
diatant  counutaa.  The  United  Siaiea  are  now  in  a  poaiiion  in 
vWch  ttey  can  compaia  aiic«***faUy  with  England  ia  foreign 
countTiea,  The  mighty  empire  of  the  Braxila  aflbrde  an  im- 
menaafleMforihaenlerpiiaaofiblacoanliT.  She  already  buys 
•IS/MOkOOOofBogHahcotlMinod*  annually,  wkick  might  b* 
Airaiatasd  from  thi*  coualiy,  if  iha  intercouiaa  waa  properly 
managed.  As  it  Is,**  an  new  without  a  commercial  treaty 
with  mat  empire.    wawillshorUyrecurte  this  subject." 

We  Io«e  but  little  in  oar  general  oummeroial  re- 
lattens  with  FYnce,  and  wbat  is  lost  by  ihe  diffe- 
^nec  in  ber  faror,  if  there  be  any,  on  imports  and 
exports,  if  more  iban  made  up  by  the  pioflt  in  oar 
faror  on  tiof^ation.  Wilt  the  ship  owners  and  n*. 
▼ii^atioit  iaterem  go  for  this  war  of  reialiation  on 
Fran^T  Wby  this  war  en  Fjanoe,  ooraneiem 
ally  aad  bfnefaetress— a  nation  which  has  in  good 
faith  Milled  with  ns  and  paid  every  claim  either 
upon  her  jastlce  or  her  gen»rosii>?  Is  it  the  old 
war  apoo  the  «'«d  wMtoaUl"*  How  earn*  ib«ae 
wines  aiU  lUto  rm7  Was  it  our  fanlt,  or  tbe  fault 
of  an  «U-graspiag  yrslceHM  jMn^y,  vboae  inteMst  it 

*Hr.  Mbnon  won  a  nd  walMe**!,  ««d  wu  accused  of  being 
aFresehpolWciia." 


was  to  make  all  Utxvritt  free,  in  order  to  raise  all 
ihe  revenue  from  proteet«d  articles?  And  now,  since 
boaihrrn  commerre  has  found  art'cles  of  France 
to  ezchaoge  for  Southern  prodncts  of  cotton  and 
tobacco,  since  tbe  exchange  of  these  fo(  silks  and 
wines  has  become  profitable  to  a»,  are  we  again  to 
bare  a  tax  laid  as  directly  upon  oor  jiroduclion  as  it 
has  heretofore  been  laid  opon  our  eotuumplion? 
Tbat,  Mr,  will  be  the  eSect,  inevitably,  of  a  tax 
npoa  wiues  and  silks — ot  a  war  of  coaniervailing 
i)aties  open  France.  Separated  as  France  is  now 
-from  the  Holy  Alliance,  weakened  and  threatened 
as  she  has  been  lately  by  the  oih-r  grent  Earopean 
Potvers,  1  wonid  sooner,  sir,  commence  a  vrar  upon 
any  other  nation  than  upon  her.  She  needs,  espe- 
cially at  Ibis  time,  ihe  conntenance  of  tbat  country 
which  owes  its  independence  and  national  existence 
to  ber  generous  aid  and  alliance.  So  much  for 
coonlervailiDg  duties  on  Inxuries. 

Bnt  gentlemen  say  there  is  a  drpdenen  in  me*ue! 
Admit  it.  Gentlemen  say  ihemselvrs  thai  they  can- 
not meet  tbe  present  emergency  with  a  loan,  mnch 
less  with  a  larilt'.  If  they  cannot  wait  thirty  days 
for  the  advertisement  for  a  loan,  do  they  expect 
less  time  lo  pai  a  larilT  in  pperatioa,  when  there  is 
no  pan  of  onr  foreif;n  trade  which  does  not  require 
as  the  shortest  poiK'ible  period  to  meet  new  and  in- 
creased duties  on  imporis,  a  notice  of  from  sixty  to 
ninety  daysl  This  tariff  on  luxuries  now  free 
cannot  possibly  mean,  then,  to  provide  for  the  prt- 
seiU  deficiency.  No,  sir,  it  must  be  intended  for 
the  future — for  more  than  sixty  or  ninety  days  or  a 
year  lo  come.  The  object  is  not  lo  \ij  a  tariff  now: 
all  these  movements  now  are  mere  advanced  guards 
of  Ibe  policy  hereafter — >hey  are  mere  feelers  and 
pioneers  for  tbe  present.  There  is  time  enongb 
hereafter,  gentlemen,  therefore,  to  consider  your 
sohemes  to  increase  the  tariff.  "Sufficient  unto  the 
day  is  ihe  evil  ihereof." 

Bat  trenilemen  say,  also,  that  there  will  be  alarge 
reduelion  after  December  in  Ibis  year,  and  after 
JciDe  in  1843.  What  says  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury?  See  his  repor',  already  referred  to, 
paees  1  and  3: 

"It  is  believed  that  the  tednction  in  tha  duties  on  imports, 
which,  by  the  sxiating  tariff,  will  lake  place  in  the  year  1840, 
cannot  vary  much  from  five  milliona  of  dollars.  For  resaon* 
aasigned  in  the  laat  two  annual  repoita  on  the  finances,  the  ex. 


pecuuiona  of  the  aodersigaed  ar^  that,  if  the  expenditutea  are 
:rlT  andaeaaonably  Smlniahed.  it  unti  net  be  neeeaaarv  M 
all  Ihii  amount  by  taxation  in  any  form." 


Now,  whit  does  this  reduction  mean?  Do  gen- 
tlemen, does  tbe  Secretary,  mean  to  say  tbat  a  rs- 
daction  of  liuttci  five  millions  is  a  redaction  of  re- 
ventte  to  that  amoani?  Ii  they  do,  I  answer  that 
tbe  one  does  not  follow  tbe  other  ot  coarse,  not  by 
any  means.  A  redaction  of  duty  is  more  fretjoent- 
ly  the  cause  of  increase  than  of  diminution  of  re- 
ventM.  A  redaction  of  duties  is  most  likely  to 
cause  an  increase  of  importations.  A  medium 
dnty  on  imports  is  the  best  duty  always  lo  produce 
a  large  revenuf .  A  dnty  so  heavy  as  to  amount  to 
prohibition  produces  no  more  revenue  than  a  free 
article.  A  duly  next  to  prohibition  produces  no 
more  revenne  than  a  nominal  or  very  small  duty. 
That  duty  which  is  a  medium  between  prohibition 
and  fiee  doty  is  tbe  most  productive  of  revenue, 
and  twenty  per  cent,  on  most  articles,  with  a  home 
valuation  and  Government  appraisement  equal  to 
fifteen  per  cent,  more,  will  be  still  above  a  fait  me- 
dium doty  on  oar  imports.  I  doubt,  therefore, 
whether  on  articles  now  taxed  above  twenty  per 
cent,  there  vrill  be  any  reduction  of  revenne,  tfaotuth 
there  be  a  considerable  redaction  of  dniy,  after 
December  and  Jane  next.  At  all  events,  tbe 
amoant  of  dutiable  imports  will  not  be  lees  than 
Iseveniy-five  or  ei^ty  millions,  yielding  at  lewt 
fifteen  or  sixteen  millions  of  revenue,  with  twenty 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  dnty,  besides  the  amonnt  of 
revenue  from  public  lani^  and  other  sources.  So 
that  there  will  be,  in  all  probability,  a  revenue  of 
at  least  twenty  millions  of  dollar?.  And  is  that 
sura  not  sofficient  for  the  pnrprsea  of  an  economt* 
cal  administraiion  of  the  Governmeni? 

From  what  caase.  does  this  deficiency  of  reve- 
nue ariss?  What  have  we  Whigs  been  atoribnting 
as  its  causes?  Does  it  proceed  from  an  inherent 
defect  in  the  sources  of  revenue,  or  from  caaital  ob- 
structions tn  onr  resonrcesi  Is  it  a  ptrmaiunt  or  a 
I  temporal^  deficiency?  Tbe  gentleman  from  Bfaine 
Jl  (Mr.  Evixs)  asked  what  a  permanent  dettcienejr 


is?  Sir,  it  is  capable  of  definition  and  easily  di»- 
tingnishable  from  a  temporary  deficiency,  and  apon' 
this  distinction  the  application  of  the  compromise 
act  in  a  measure  dependi.  A  permcbent  deficieit- 
cy  is  one  which  must  continne  from  defects  m  llk« 
rnKtHi*  Una,  and  in  tbe  $mtrce$  of  revenne;  as 
where  a  dnty  is  laid  so  high  that  imports  are  pro- 
hibited and  cannot  come  in,  or  where  duties  are  so 
low  as  to  produce  no  customs  though  millions  of 
imports  are  entered,  or  where  lands  are  sold  in 
such  a  way  by  law  as  to  bring  no  price.  Bat  a 
temporary  deficiency  is  one  which  can  continue  no 
longer  than  obslructioos  to  the  operation  of  Ifwa 
are  removed:  as  where  tbe  duties  are  all  laid  exaict- 
ly  proportioned  lo  produce  revenne,  bnt  extrinsio 
causes  prevent  or  inierrupt  trade  and  diminisb  imr 
portation;,  where  the  doty  is  high  enough  and  not 
too  high,  bnt  no  imports  are  entered  on  which  to 
receive  duties  owing  to  temporary  obstructions  of 
commerce.  And  this  laliercase  is  precisely  our 
case.  We  hav^  not  heretofore — no  Whiga  have 
herelorore— never  i'/ore  Ou  cUdUm,  complained  of 
any  dtftet  tit  the  Uuer,  but  we  have  loudly  complain- 
ed' and  with  triampbant  effect  of  the  war  of  tbe 
Administration  on  tbe  carrency,  on  credit  at  borne 
and  abroad,  Qn  <»>mmerce,  on  banks,  and  on  Slate 
debt!«;  of  tbe  experimenis  of  this  Adminlslraiion, 
cansing  excessive  spiecnlations,  a  large  foreigii 
debt,  extravagance  at  home,  immense  impsrtations 
for  a  few  years,  and  perfect  Qon-imp'ortations  now. 
The  fiuctnalions  of  trade  have  bten  immense,  and 
of  currency  more  enormous  still.  The  foreign 
debt  two  years  ago  was  300  millions,  and  it  cftt 
hardly  have  been  rednced  85  millions,  if  redaccd 
at  alt  since.  These  and  extiavagance,  and.  defal- 
cation, and  political  electioneering  in  ibe  offices  of 
Government  are  the  causes  of  the  present  defiisien- 
cy  in  the  revenue.  The  rate  of  duties,  defects  in 
tbe  tariff  laws,  are  no  more  the  causes  of  diis  defi- 
ciency than  any  alleged  defects  in  tbe  laws  orga- 
nizing ibeTreastuy  Department  were  ihe  causes  of 
tbe  defalcation  of  S.  Swartwou>!  Heretofore  ibe 
Adminisiratioa  has  been  charging  every  evil  and 
loss  and  error  lo  the  defects  of  laws;  and  we  have 
been  defending  tbe  laws  and  charging  every  lUng 
to  ibeir  faithless  and  corrupt  and  negligent  execa- 
lion  of  tbe  laws.  And,  sir,  believing  all  I  said  be- 
fore the  election,  I  believe  all  I  say  now,  and  will 
not  change  my  tune  with  my  change  of  fortune. 
Out  of  powrr  and  in  power,  I  declare  that  it  is 
owing  to  no  defect  in  ihe  tariff  laws  tbat  we  have 
not  revenue  enough  to  pay  every  debt  we  owe  and 
to  have  a  large  surplus  besides.  In  1839  tbe  im- 
portations were  excessive  and  enormous — tbe  fo- 
reign debt  was  increaied  so  mnch  and  tbe  coonliy 
so  overstocked  with  goods  that  last  year  the  impor- 
tations had  to  fall  enormoasly,  much  of  the  foreign 
debt  was  paid,  the  coanlry  is  now  bare,  tbe  de- 
mand for  goods  is  great  and  growing,  large  ordeia 
are  sent  oat  for  goods  to  supply  tbe  demand,  many 
goods  are  shipped  to  ns  by  foreign  merchants  oi^ 
their  own  accoant,  tbe  importations  must  inereasti 
again,  and,  with  the  restoration  of  confidence,  and 
trade  and  credit  and  carrency,  the  revenue  mast  be 
very  considerably  increased.  At  all  events,  I  Jim 
for  waiting  and  seeing  the  course  of  events,  the  de- 
velopments and  results,  before  I  pinnge  into  ano- 
ther high  tariff.  I  will,  if  I  can,  awaii  the  fttit  ef- 
fect and  operation  of  the  compromise  act,  and,  if  it 
must  be  revised,  take  it  op  as  a  ti^hole  and  revise  ii 
as  a  system  altogether.  It  is  obvious  that  if  we  lev 
gislaie  now  upon  thi  tariff  at  all,  ve  mtut  do  so 
both  partially  and  blindly. 

Bnt  yesterday,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  was  mt  ex- 
ceu  ot  levenue,  and  there  ought  to  be  now,  upon  any 
calcalaiion,  an  excess  of  at  least  thirteen  millions. 
I  have  read  to  you  ihe  6th  section  of  the  compio- 
mii.e  act.  ll  provided  that  the  duties  should  be 
altered  prior  to  Jnne,  1843,  as  it  declared,  only 
■'in  the  contingency  either  of  txceuor  deficiency  of 
revsnne,"  "and  loiuto  adjuil  the  revenue  to  either 
6t  Ihe  sa.d  contingencies."  If  there  was  an  ettnt, 
the  duties  of  course  were  to  be  diminished,  and  if 
a  deficiency,  to  be  raised  on  certain  articles,  not  tp 
exceed  30  per  vnt.  Now,  sir,  I  say  we  hkd  an 
txetit,  a  Mtniitu  of  revenue,  to  the  amount  of  forty 
millions  in  1836;  and  was  there  a  diniiittittoii  of  the 
tariff  then?  Did  any  gentleman  then  ory,"eicess ! 
excess  I" 'as  vebemenily  as  they  now  s|ioqi  "deft- 
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H.  of  Reps. 


ciency  I  defioiency  I"  Was  there  a  voice  heard 
then  exclaiming  dimiiiiiA  the  daiies,  tis  plainly  ai 
we  hear  many  voices  nov  loudly  calliag  Tor  an 
increue  of  Ibe  tariff)  Did  any  who  are  so  anxious 
now  for  taxing  the  "luxwrits"  of  the  rich,  then  pro- 
pose to  take  the  hardens  off  the  necessaries  of  th« 
poorl  No,  sir,  no!  Not  a  voice  was  heard  then  from 
the  Sonth  demanding  the  adjastment  of  the  revenae 
to  the  contingency  of  an  czceu.  But  let  a  tempo- 
rary  deficiency  ariae,  however  temporary  and  eva- 
nescent, and  we  hear  the  tariff  party  immediatrly 
•nnonnee  it,  and  call  for  an  adjastment  of  revenue 
to  the  contingency  of  a  deficiency.  This  is  the 
everlasting  difference  of  the  North  and  the  South. 
The  one  is  ever  vigilant  and  true  to  its  own  inte- 
tests,  the  other  is  ever  generously  careless,  and  in- 
different and  inactive  until  the  evil  is  aclnally  npon 
them  I  No,  sir,  th<^rt  was  then  no  demand  for  di- 
minnlioB.  On  the  contrary,  there  was  distribution ! 
And,  sir,  distriboiion  is  one  of  the  main  causes  of 
this  deficiency.  Gentlemen  who  wish  me  to  raise 
the  tariff  must  first  pay  back  into  the  Treasury 
twenty-eight  millions  which,  since  Ibe  compromise 
act,  they  have  taken  out  of  it,  and  without  coQ&ti- 
tntional  authority,  and  in  the  teeth  of  the  compro- 
mise tiOfieponttd — ay,  igpniltd  with  the  Slates; 
and  will  ever  remove  those  deposilesi— before  I  ad- 
mit any  deficiency  as  a  pretext  for  raising  the  ta- 
riff, when  forty  millions  of  surplus  was  jio  pretext 
for  diminishing  the  tariff!  Suppose  these  twenty- 
eight  millions,  were  now  in  the  Treasury,  I  would 
admit  you  a  deficiency,  the  highest  insisted  on,  of 
,  fifteen  millions,  and  iben,  sir,  we  would  have  an 
ttcttt  still  of  thirteen  tnillionf ,  I  repeat,  for  the  pre- 
text of  diminution  instead  of  increase  of  the  tariff  at 
this  very  lime.  Aow,  now,  at  ibis  moment,  there 
should  be  an  excess  for  diminishine,  instead  of  a 
deficiency  for  increasing  the  tariff,  if  there  had 
never  been  such  a  thing  as  <{ii(riiu(t«n.  Yes,  sir, 
instead  of  a  voice  from  the  South  to  hail  ^'excess" 
for  diminution  of  the  tariff,  the  arch  nullifier  him- 
self was  seen  side  by  side  with  the  great  champion 
of  the  tariff,  coming  down  from  the  Senate  into  this 
House  aiding  the  bill  of  depo.<tile-dislribatioo,  in 
open  violation  of  the  compromi*e  act — their  own 
joint  act — and  of  the  Conititation ! 

Distribution !  I  must  give  that,  sir,  a  thorough 
discussion !  The  first  thing  I  have  to  say  of  it  is, 
that,  contemplated  in  direct  connection  with  this  bill 
to  inae  Treasury  notes,  it  makes  me  doubt  the  sin- 
cerity of  gentlemen  in  pretending  to  any  alarm 
abont  a  serious  or  considerable  itJuAmcs  in  the 
Treasury. 

How  can  gentlemen  be  sincere  in  their  demands 
for  increased  dnties  on  imports  to  supply  Ou  mntt 
und  pf  tlu  Ml*  of  tJu  OottmTiunl,  when  in  their 
next  breath  they  proclaim  their  policy  of — 

IsL  Distribntion  of  the  revenae  ftom  public 
lands. 

2d.  Enlarged  appropriations  to  harbors  and  all 
internal  improvements. 

3d.  That  there  can  be  no  redaction  of  expend!- 
tares. 

Are  these  objects  of  raising  th«  tariff  consistent 
with  their  avowed  reason  of  a  dtJIeUneyt  Or  is  a 
defieiency  the  frtUxl,  and  are  these  the  meat  reasons 
of  a  clamor  for  an  increased  tariffi 

Sir,  I  desire,  ia  the  next  place,  to  relate  to  this 
committee  the  hUlory  of  that  bill  to  deposie  Ibe 
iwrfhu  of  revenue  in  1836  with  the  Slates  of  the 
Union.    I  mean  the  deposile  act  of  July,  1836. 

In  March,  1833,  the  compromise  act  was  passed, 
enacting  expressly,  as  we  have  seen,  that  no  more 
revenue  should  be  raised  than  was  nicessary  to  an 
economical  administration  of  ihe  Qovemment;  acd 
in  case  of  ixetu,  the  duties  on  imports  should  be 
adjosted  to  that  contingency,  or,  in  other  words,  be 
rtiuttd. 

The  OovernmcBt  deposiies  were  removed  from 
Ihe  eusiody  and  the  control  of  law  in  October,  1833. 
From  ihat  time  until  Ihe  passage  of  ibis  act  of  July, 
1836— for  Ihe  period  of  two  years  and  ten  months 
— the  pnblie  deposites  remained,  without  an- 
tbority  of  law,  wholly  under  the  custody  and  con- 
trol of  absolute  Executive  discretion.  During  all 
this  interval,  at  the  sessions  of  1833-'34,  1834-'35, 
and  ISaS-'Se.ih^  Executive  exerted  all  its  infiu- 
enee,  strained  every  nerve,  to  pass  a  deposile  act  to 
saaetion  in  the  first  place  the  removal  of  the  depo- 


sites, and,  in  the  second  place,  to  confirm  in  the 
Executive  an  absolute  and  unlimited  discretion  to 
deposile  the  Qovernment  funds  in  State  banks,  as 
should  seem  fit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
controlled  by  the  President  as  hii  officer. 

The  journal  of  1834-'35  will  show  that,  at  that 
session,  Mr.  Polk,  who  was  then  chairman  of  the 
Committte  of  Ways  and  Means,  hronght  forward 
the  Admiaisiration  project  of  an  act  of  deposile 
with  the  Stale  banks,  which  was  very  like,  ijT  not 
precisely  the  same  as  the  bill  which  passed  in  July, 
1836  Tbp  bill,  as  proposed  by  him,  like  ihe  bill 
of  July,  1836,  contained  at  all  events  n^  provisions, 
whatever  to  secure  the  safely  of  the  public  depo- 
sites. It  left,  as  the  bill  of  July,  1836,  did,  every 
thing  to  a  broad,  unlimited  Executive  discretion. 
The  bill  was  reported  in  1835,  and  regularly  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  In  committee  Mr.  Binney,  the  able 
and  di^tingnished  representative  of  Fhiladelpbia 
then,  whose  seal  is  now  filled  by  the  gentleman  to 
to  my  left,  [Mr.  Seroeant,]  proposeafr  sundry  salu- 
tary amendment^i,  the  chief  of  which  was  an 
amendment  requiring  the  ianta  to  have  in  Ihebr 
vnMt  at  leait  ont-Jifth  of  tkt  amount  «/  dep9$ite$  in 
speeii.  This  amendment  was  offered  at  the  right 
time,  just  when  the  cry  began  for  gold 
wnd  tUver  and  a  "hard-numty  Qottmatent;"  anH, 
though  the  Administration  opposed  it  might  and 
main,  and  thongh  they  had  a  majority  in  the  House, 
it  passed  in  committee  by  so  decided  a  vote  as  to 
insure  its  success  in  the  House.  And  here,  let  me 
remark,  sir,  ihil,  if  that  single  amendmeDt  had 
passed  with  the  law  then,  and  had  been  strictly  ob- 
served, we  should  not  have  had  that  terrible  explo- 
sion and  universal  susprnsion  by  the  banks,  which 
have  since  followed  for  the  want  of  it  in  the  act  of 
July,  1836.  Mark  that  as  you  go  alone,  to  the 
blame  of  the  Administration,  not  the  banks,  and  to 
the  honor  of  the  truly  great  statesman  who  then 
proposed  and  in<>is'ed  successfully  in  the  commit- 
tee npon  the  amendment.  Passing  in  the  commit- 
tee, why  did  it  not  pass  in  the  Housel  I  will  tell 
yoa,  sir.  It  actnallv  defeated  the  bill.  The  Ad- 
ministration was  determined  to  hare  the  bill  as  it 
was,  without  any  such  limitation  and  restriction  by 
law,  or  to  pass  no  bill  at  all.  The  Opposition  was 
then  wisely  determined  to-  guard  the  deposites  by 
salutary  provisions  of  the  kind,  or  to  defeat  it  alto- 
gether, and  leave  the  whole  respoitsibility  upon  the 
Executive  which  had  "taken  the  respoesibility" 
upon  itself.  Well,  sir— the  Administration  had 
suffered  a  defeat  in  the  committee.  The  amend- 
ment was  too  wise,  toe  proper,  loo  ♦'hard  money," 
for  "bard  money"  partisans  to  dare  to  vote  it  down, 
even  under  the  strictest  party  drill.  What  then 
was  to  be  done?  All  tbe  party  schemes  of  bank 
speculations.  Issues,  loans,  discounts,  and  deposits, 
concocted  by  Ibe  pets  of  a  "pet  bank"  Reuben  M. 
Whitney  concern,  were  likly  to  be  knocked  in  the 
head  by  Ihit  "tpeeie  clause"  amendment,  as  it  was 

called !    Consternation  was  in  the  whole  camp 

but  "bargain  and  compromise"  put  all  right,  and 
saved  all  appearances  of  victory.  Those  of  the 
Administration  party  who  had  voted  for  the  amend- 
ment, and  who  could  not  do  otherwise,  were  told 
that,  if  they  would  only  reetruider  tbe  vote  on  the 
amendment,  and  reverse  their  votes  and  defeat  it, 
the  bill  should  be  quietly  laid  to  rest,  and  their  par- 
ty allegiance  and  consciences  both  should  be  saved 
and  troubled  no  more  by  a  call  to  vote  again  either 
for  the  bill  or  the  amendment  that  session.  The 
bajcgain  was  struck,  and  the  bill  was  laid  aside  or 
run  over  rather  for  that  year.  The  journal,  sir, 
shows  every  one  of  these  facts,  I  repeat,  except  the 
meting  eoiuidtration  and  ihe  targain. 

Congress  again  met  in  December,  1835,  and  the 
same  contest  was  again  begun  and  continued  over 
the  "specie  etottse  amtndmtnt."  Mr.  Polk  went  into 
Ihe  Speaker's  chair,  and  Mr.  Cambreleng  became 
chairman  of  Ways  and  Meanv.  Under  his  lead 
the  same  war  continued,  and,  just  as  I  ihonght  we 
wereaboutto  win  the  victory,  lo!  "a  sudden  thought" 
seemed  to  strike  certain  great  leaders  of  tbe  Opposi- 
tion. All  three  of  them  [Messrs.  Clat,  Webster, 
and  Calbodn]  seemed  to  excltim  at  once,  like  the 
Greek  philosopher,  Eoreka!  Eureka!— "We  have 
it!"  "Qive  us  the  tmrplu$  for  tbe  S/afet,  and  yoa 
may  do  as  you  please  with  tbe  deposites  of  the  Fe- 


deral Oovernment.  You  may  place  them  ia  a  bon- 
dred  and  one  rotten  banks,  Mhtut  'a  specie  daate,* 
if  you  pUase,  provided  yon  will  deposite' tbe  tt<r}.to 
with  the  Slate$!"  Magnificent  scheme  I  Tempting 
bait !  How  saccessful  it  has  been  ia  bankmptiag 
the  Treasary  here — in  luring  on  the  States  and  in- 
dividuals to  every  species  of  improvidtaeo— ia 
helping  to  bloat  a  bad  cnrreney — in  making  bad 
debts — in  causing  "(2</!cieneict''-^ia  makiBg  pre- 
texts for  anoiher  high  tariff—let  the  preseat  ooMh' 
lion  of  onr  people,  of  our  State  and  Federal  Cfo- 
vemments,  of  our  whole  coantry,  at  hoiae  aad 
abroad,  aRestI  It  took — it  passed — its  effecu  an 
felt.  Thank  my  stars,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  thnc 
was  one  Opposition  man,  though  but  one,  and  forlj- 
three  of  the  Administration  only,  who  voted  agaiast 
that  iniquitous  bargain.  The  vote  alwajrs  wo  read 
—"Nays,  43  DtmaertUand  Wite."  That  vote  I  a* 
proader  of  than  any  I  ever  gave  in  my  pabtie  life. 

In  a  hot  night  session,  daring  the  last  days  of  the 
long  session  of  July,  1836,  that  depoiite  act  passed; 
and,  sir,  as  it  was  going  out  of  that  door  next  to 
the  post  office  an  enrolled  bill  in  the  hands  of  a  mea- 
senger,  I  was  upon  the  floor  exclaiming — Ibe  as- 
thor  of  Nullification  [Mr.  CalhodmJ  and  >be  andior 
of  ihe  American  System,  [Mr.  Clat,]  tbe  anibon 
of  the  compropiise  ac>,  sitting  near,  and  iookiag  oa 
— I  wax  exclaiming,  ''There  goes  the  first  blow  at 
the  comproini^e  act — there  goes  the  heaviest  bl«w 
ever  yet  Atricken  at  the  legislative  power  of  Coa- 
gress  over  the  public  money — there  goes  a  direct 
saaetion  ol  Executive  usurpation — there  goes  a 
heavy  blow  at  the  land  ordinance  af  1787 — dieie 
goes  a  bargain  and  sale  of  the  public  dcpoeites  aad 
of  their  safety — there  goes  the  death  warrant  of  Stale 
rights;  and  if  Oeneral  Jackson  will  only  veto  that 
tine  bill,  fraught  with  more  mischief  than  any  or 
all  other  acts  pot  together,  I  will  forgive  hia  the 
multitude  of  bh  i>ios."  And,  sir,  tbe  next  day, 
hearing  that  ho  was  inclined  to  put  his  veto  apoa  it, 
I  came  very  near  going  to  him  in  person  to  im- 
plore the  exercise  of  his  oonstitational  interposi- 
tion. 

Sneh  is  the  history  ef  the  deposile  act  of  1636 
Bat  for  its  pasiage,  there  would  now  be  aa  extm 
iastead  of  a  deficieaey  of  revenae — a  /mm— I  ex- 
cess, for  it  is  not  with  an  excess  as  with  o  defi- 
cieaey. A  deficiency  may  be  temporary,  as  I  have 
shown,  but  an  exetm  is  necessarily  permaaest — that 
is,  it  may  be  husbanded  and  kept — it  isia  ibeTna- 
sury,  and  may  be  continually,  as  far  as  its  amooat 
will  go,  applieid  to  the  future  wants  of  tbe  Ootren- 
ment.  And  do  gentlemen  now  wish,  io  the  face  of 
this  rightful  excess,  and  the  terms  of  die  eomprc^ 
mise,  to  raise  the  'tariff  in  advance?  and  are  they 
now  seizing  on  a  tonporory,  not  a  permannU  d^ 
eieney  in  revenue  to  do  so,  in  order  to  make  a  pic- 
lext  lor  another  MiMlnUionf  Sir,  I  believe  ibis  lo 
be  their  object,  and  I  cannot  go  with  ibem.  I  aibit 
separate  from  them  on  this  qaettion,  as  beraloliBfa, 
and  they  must  pardon  my  eonsisteiiey .  I  ask  ibem 
again,  what  does  the  compromise  establish?  I  a»- 
swer,  Ihat  all  dulirt  shall  be  laid  for  rewm  alii 
that  all  revenae  sbafl  be  raised  for  the  porpose  of 
"oa  eeeiMMieW  adaiiaufrotten  of  the  Cumrimeal,'' 
and  that  none,  of  oourar,  shall  be  niaed  ritbar  far 
pmlectton  or  for  dfatriiWien,  or  for  any  oilier  par- 
poee  nnder  Heaven. 

Sir,  I  pat  a  ease  to  gentlemen.  Sappoee  tet  m 
economical  Administration  required  bat  f30,0N^ 
000— snppoae  that  tbe  whole  of  that  saa 
for  the  (Government's  own  parposes,  was 
from  euttvmi  alone,  w^nld  gentlemen  ibea 
that  Ibey  could  lay  on  antiiher  cent  of  datj  for  |fo- 
leetion  and  distribniioni  Would  itot  aaother  cml 
be  protection,  per  se?  I  presume  Ihat  no  o««  *iU 
differ  from  me  in  saying,  in  sneh  a  ease  there  «oak 
be  no  increase  of  tbe  tariff,  and  that  atHitiimal  da- 
ties  would  be  proteetive  duties  per  se.  Adaak  ih« 
ease,  and  I  will  trost  to  the  argameBt  «f  tertaaidi 
Admit  that  only,  what  I  presome  every  maa  wil 
admit,  and  I  put  yoa  anoibier  question  faUowiig  is 
order:  What  is  the  difference  between  tbe  ease  p«i 
and  that  where  the  Oovernment  needs  bat  ^SQgOtV 
000,  and  yon  have  that  amount  of  reaewaii  laiaed* 
in  part,  say  #15,000,000  from  eaitoms,  aad  iijM,- 
000  from  /aiub;  and  where  yon  giu  amag,  rfiifta* 
the  f5,000,000  of  revenue  from  Imdt,  aiad  nisedi- 
ties  to  snpply  the  "d^/kisMey''  of  fS,0O0^O«e  *m 
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einsed  by  distribatioD]  The  only  difference  is, 
t-at  in  neither  case  you  hare  a  deficiency,  bnt  in 
the  latter  ease  yon  mii«  a  deficiency  nnnecrstarily, 
not  for  rtnmit,  but  for  diilrifrirficn.  Are  not  the 
additional  daiiei  in  both  eeses  eqaally  protective 
per  ael  They  are,  beeanse  in  neither  casa  are  the 
duties  laid  for  r«MmM.  What  power  has  Congress 
to  «afc«  s  d^fiaaug  by  gMng  eway  nvtnut  7  What 
power  his  Congress  to  ioy  and  oMtel  rfutio  to  sup- 
ply any  such  deficiency  so  madel  For  what  may 
Cosgrese  lay  and  collect  dntie^t  The  Constitatidn 
proTidM  specifically:  "(o  ftoy  diU$  mi  frniiU  fer 
Uu  tafmam  iefmet,"  and  tor  no  ether  purpose  what- 
ever can  revenae  be  raised;  and  when  revenue  is 
onee  raised,  iteaitnot  constilutioDaliy  be  applied  to. 
any  other  purposes  whatever.  These  are  the  old 
and  the  true  BepnbHcan  doctrines  of  constitutional 
coDaliaclion. 

How  are  these  positions  answered  and  meil  Sir, 
it  is  not  in  order  to  allude  here  to  what  passes  in  the 
Senate,  but  the  other  day  I  went  to  a  certain  place 
— no  OMitler  where — ^we  will  say,  for  supposition 
sake,  to  ibe  Loo-Choo  itlands,  as  a  friend  of  mine, 
now  dead,  used  to  say.  There  I  found  birds  of 
every  /eaihe: — ^a-galls,  crows,  and  curlews,  all 
fl  jcke  1  together — ^I  wHI  not  sar  vnliares  nor  geese, 
for  I  am  merely  using  a  figure  for  ths  sake  of  or- 
der, and  do  not  mean  to  call  haid  nam^  Tbey 
were  not  birds  of,  prey,  and,  being  in  bigTdebate, 
I  fcnnd  ihem  very  fcntwiag  birds — 
"  'Twae  certain" — 
"Latidt  (biy  could  meaaiire,  termtaBA  tidea  presajje." 
Ihe  e  I  heard  one  old  bird,  w&ose  physiognomy  is 
t^e  Ttry  phiz  of  the  bird  of  wisdom,  answer  the 
▼<  r/  argument  which  I  have  just  made.  He  said, 
in  lut'wer  lo  this  argument — 

Isi.  Congpresi  has  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes. 
This  is  a  snbsiantive  and  independent  power  in 
itaeir. 

9d.  Congress  has  power  "to  dispose  of  and  maire 
all  needful  mle&aod  regulations  respecting  the  ter- 
lilory  w  other  property  of  the  United  States."  And 
this  is  a  substantive,  absolute,  and  independent 
power  in  itself. 

3d.  And  these  two  powers  beiog  independent  t>f 
each  other,  Congress  may,  therefore,  lay  and  collect 
taxes  wiihcmt  reference  to  the  revenue  from  the 
public  lands. 

Soch  was  ihe  argument  so  forcibly  and  strongly 
pat,  that  it  pat  me  to  paitin;  on  my  studying  cap 
for  an  answer.  He  told  the  other  birds  that  this 
sequiiur  must  be  so,  "because,  if,  on  the  one  hand, 
it  be  contended  that  Congress  cannot  lay  duties 
without  first  exhaostins  the  land,  so,  on  the  other 
band,  it  may  be  and  is  crn  tended  (bat  yo«  cannot 
sell  the  land  and  collect  tbe  proceeds  without  first 
exhausting  the  cDStoms."  And  he  gave  exam|>le8 
very  rtriking  And  pertioeni,  concluding  by  saying 
that  "if  he  was  not  right,  the  result  was,  that  Coik- 
Kreas  could  lesorl  to  neiMcr  power  because  it  had 
h»A  powers,  which  is  aaabsordity.  * 

Sir,  this  aigumect  Is  really  worth  examining,  for 
it  is  the  great  and  only  strong  one  on  which  a  tariff 
tot  distribution  can  stand.  Is  this  a  fair  seqaitnrT 
I«it  an  answer  to  the  argument  that  you  cannot 
«iDpty  the  Treasury  of  any  rnxntMi  already  tn  ft,  in 
oTMrtomake  the  wants  of  Government  require 
MMiiional  datietA  That  is  the  question;  and  I  an- 
arwer,  iw;  becaqse  when  rew«tie  is  once  collected 
and  plaeisd  in  the  Treasury,  no  matter  fTom  what 
source  derived,  one  kind  is  not  distinguishable  from 
another,  and  the  purposes  to  which  it  is  to  be  ap- 
plied are  specified  in  the  Constiiutioo,  "to  pay  tbe 
debts,  and  provide  for  tbe  common  defence."  It 
«aiuiot  be  given  away.  If  it  may  be  given  away 
beeaiue  it  is  derived  from  loud,  why  may  it  not  btt 
ctren  away  too  because  it  is  derived  from  etutems? 
lieeaiise  we  are  told  that  the  revenue  from  toitib  is 
eolketed  under  the  ae>oiu«  and  mlimiud  power  "to 
eRi^ett  «^and  make  all  needftil  rules  and  regula- 
tions respecting  the  territory  or  other  property  of  the 
tTntlcd  Stales."  But  I  answer,  this  clause  gives  the 
power  to  »dupM<  (jT'  "the  other  propirti/«  too;  and  is 
not  revenue  frtmeuttmnsfroptrtyt  If  this  clause, 
tlMB,  grants  the  power  of  giving  away  or  distribu- 
ting eUur  kmd,  it  grants  also  the  power  of  giving 
»way  or  distributing  Mh  hinds  of  revenue.  This 
jgrguMMftlum  od  aifurdum  of  the  Loo-Cboe  islands 
proves  too  much — it  is  itMlf  reduced  mi  Amtrdmt. 
It  is  BO[^tieal  in  this,  that  it  makes  the  words 


"dijpo^  of"  too  omnipotent  and  absolute,  and 
conlounds  tbe  power  to  dispose  of  (and*  with  the 
powftr  to  dispose  of  rtvenue.  If  it  is  good  for  any 
thing,  the  only  legitimate  proposition  it  contains  is, 
that  Congress  is  not  impetatively  bonud  to  dispose 
of  lands  to  raise  revenue,  or  that  it  may  raise  reve- 
nae from  customs  alone,  without  selling  tbe  lands. 
And  if  this  is  al^  gentlemen  mean,  I  grant  their 
position,  and  they  may  itgy  the  tola  ofthepubiU 
landt  (»  nuke  a  ruceuily  Jor  odditionat  dttiet  vhe» 
thef—ian! 

If  tbey  do  sell  and  "dispose  of"  tbe  territory  of 
tbe  United  States  for  revenue,  however,  all  I  eon- 
tend  for  is,  that  they  cannot  constitutionally  empty 
it  out  of  tbe  Treasury  again  to  make  a  deficiency 
for  a  tariff,  or  dispose  of  it  for  any  puip^ose  what- 
ever, except  "to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the 
"common  defence"  of  the  nation. 

Indeed,  sir,  this  itew  doctrine  that  the  power  to 
"dispose  of"  "the  territory  or oth«r  property"  of  the 
United  States  is  ai»{ul<  and  unlimittd,  is  tbe  most 
Fedeial  and  latitudiaous  that  was  ever  heard  of, 
even  from  this  "god-Mce"  bird  of  the  Loo-Choo 
islands!  There  is  no  such  thing  as  an  absolute  aod 
unlimited  power  in  this  Geueral  or  Fcdtral  Govern- 
ment. There  is  no  power  vrilhout  its  well  defined 
limits;  and  every  power  is  limited  by  its  very  ob- 
jects and  purposes.  Tbe  graut  to  lay  and  oolleci 
taxes  is  limited  by  the  objects  and  purposes  of  pay- 
ing debts  and'  providing  for  the  common  defeoof ; 
and  the  power  lo  "dispose  of  the  territory"  is  li- 
.miied  by  the  obj<'cis  of  ireating  concerning  ii,  of 
surveying  il,  of  tuiioniag  it,  of  ieUing  it,  and  of  di- 
viding it  into  political  corporations  of  Ttrriloriea 
and  Stales,  and  such  like  objects.  In  its  particular 
sense,  it  is  a  power  especially  limited  to  the  object 
of  conveying  il  away  to  a  patentee  for  a  valuable 
consideration,  in  addition  to  the  power  of  making 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  it  whilst  it 
remains  the  property  of  the  Union. 

Gentlemen  need  not  recur  to  the  deeds  of  ces- 
sion from  Virginia  and  ihe  other  States  to  prove, 
at  this  late  day,  after  all  that  has  been  assumed  by 
the  General  Government  over  tbe  public  lands, 
that  they  were  ceded  to  the  SMti,  and  not  to  the 
United  States.  The  truth  is,  that,  in  the  deed  of 
cession  from  Virginia,  various  modes  of  expression 
are  used;  such  as,  "for  the  common  benefit  of  the 
Union" — "that  all  the  lands  within  tbe  territory  so 
ceded  to  the  United  SUUet,"  &c.  on  tbe  one  hand, 
and  "shall  be  considered  a  common  fond  for  the 
use  aod  benefit  of  nieh  of  the  United  States,  &c 
according  to  their  usual  reapteliee  proportions  in  the 
general  charge  and  expenditure,"  Ac.  on  the  other 
hand — the  one  class  of  expressions  rather  signify* 
ing  a  fidtreU  gift,  and  the  other  class  signifying  a 
Slots  rigklf  gift,  if  I  may  so  term  it;  ibe.one  a  gift 
cr  cession  to  the  Union  for  the  common  benefit  of 
all  the  Siates,  the  other  a  gift  or  cession  tp  taek 
Stat*  separately,  lo  lake  its  respective  proportion 
dirongh  the  United  Slates  as  an  agent  Contem- 
poraneous exposition  has  long  ago  settled  this  point 
by  the  invariable  administration  of  the  public  do. 
main  as  the  jroperty  of  the  Ihitti  StaUi,  from  the 
datesof  these  deeds  down  to  the  day  of  this  mo- 
dem refinement  upon  thent. 

The  public  l^ds  became,  by  these  cessions,  tbe 
aommom  fropertg  of  Ihe  United  Slates,  lo  be  govern- 
ed, like  the  "territory  and  other  property"  of  the 
United  Siat^  are  governed,  by  the  CorMittOion  of 
the  United  Sates.  And,  sir,  it  is  no  litde  amusing 
lo  hear  gentlemen  who  are  eonaianily  in  the  habit 
of  reasoning  from  such  phrares  as  "  We  the  people  tf 
Ike  United  SMm" — to  show  that  the  Coostitttlien  is 
not  a  compact  between  Stoki,  bnt  a  consolidation 
of  States — to  hear  theft  same  gentlemen,  from  like 
phrases  in  these  old  deeds,  reasoning  to  prove  that 
the  public  lands  are  ceded  lo  the  Slalet,  and  not  to 
the  Union  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  Slates ! 
In  Ibis  instanoe,  where  Ihey  are  for  State  righti,  I 
am  for  Federal  consiroction.  And,  sir,  the  woisl 
of  it  ir,  as  I  will  show  directly,  their  Stole  Bight* 
construction  of  these  dseds  precisely  conforms  to  their 
consolidating  construction  of  the  Federal  Constitn- 
tiuU;  whilst  my  fedrral  construction  of  these  deeds 
exactly  conforms  with  my  State  Rights  construe, 
tion  of  the  Constitulion.  Bui,  before  I  proceed  to 
^ow  this,  let  me  ask  gentlemen  what  they  will  do 
with  the  Spanish  and  French  cessions  of  Flerida 


and  Louisiana,  embracing  now  the  Stales  of  Ar 
kansai  and  atissoiiri  and  the  Territory  of  Iowa? 
There  is  no  doubt  but  that  these  lands,  acquired,  , 
since  the  Consiitution'  was  framed,  by  the  treaty- 
making  power  of  ihe  nation,  paid  for  out  of  the 
Federal  Treasury,  are  tbe  property  of  the  United  ^ 
Stales.  Will  gentlemen  keep  separate  bags  in  the 
Treasury — separate  accounts  of  expenditure  and 
of  proceeds — so  much  from  castoms,  which  cannot 
be  distributed — so  much  from  Spanish  and  French 
lands,  which  cannot  be  distributed — so  much  from 
Virginia  lands — so  much  from  Georgia  lands,  dse. 
which,  may  be  distributed!  No,  sir,  no.  They 
will  heed  none  of  these  nice  and  troublesome  dis- 
tinctions. Tbey  will  distribute  the  proceeds  of  M 
Ihe  public  lands,  wiibont  discriminating  between 
the  power  under  this  deed  or  that  deed;  and,  not- 
witlulanding  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  up  to 
1838, 1  think,  ao^oanted  to  only  97,000,000,  whilst 
they  had  cost  Ihe  GoverBment,  in  clearing  Indian 
titles  and  in  surveying  and  selling  ibem,  upwards 
of  102,000,000,  besides  Indian  wars,  which  bad 
amounted  lo  37,000,000  mors — notwithstanding 
there  were  in  fact  no  proceeds  of  public  lands,  bnt 
a  dead  less  on  them  of  42,000,000,  which  was  paid 
by  ciuloms,  of  course — though  ibis  balance  against 
ihem  may  never  be  paid  by  the  lands,  gcntlenten 
will  distribute  iheir  proeeods.  And  though  these 
proceeds  are  all  in  fact  due  to  supply  customs, 
which  have  been  uken  to  supply  iand  iefioUoieiee 
already  to  ibis  amount  of  43,000,000— gentlemen 
will,  if  they  cannot  distribute,  rfuMftt  euilomi  them- 
selves, as  they  did  in  1836!  They  will,  as  tbey 
have,  depoeile — "to  that  boom  whence  no  traveller 
retnrns."  Gentlemen  smile  at  ii>e  very  thought  of 
ever  calling  for  the  return  of  any  part  of  the 
28,000.000  dtpoiiled  with  tbe  States  in  1836 1 

And  now,  sir  let  me  show  you  that  I  am  consist- 
ent with  my  States-rights  oonstiuction  of  the  Con- 
stitntion,  and  that  gentlemen  are  perfectly  consist- 
ent also  with  their  consolidating  construction.  Let 
me  see,  tod,  whether  I  am  not  in  all  this  argument 
oonsistenl  with  my  oft-repeated  Whig  professions. 
What  do  we  Whigs  profess  to  be  one  of  the  main 
objects,  if  not  the  very  chief  object,  of  getting  in- 
to powerl  To  curtail  and  abridge  iiiccniive  pow- 
er, and  lo  diminish  the  patronage  of  the  Federal 
Government.  Ifilf  the  diXiiiutien  ^  Ihe  revemm 
fiomUu  pniUe  lands  net  add  to  the  patronage  of  the 
Exrtvttive  and  qf  Ihe  Federal  Gnemmenf? 

Sir,  the  patronage  of  the  Federal  Government, 
whatever  it  may  be,  wherever  it  be  found,  is  the 
patronage  c  f  tbe  Federal  Executive.  In  point  of 
patronage,  the  Executive  is  "ibe  Gaveroment." 
General  Jackson  proved  it  to  be  so,  and  therefore 
called  himself  "the  Government"  Congrea  may 
asurp  or  acquire  povien,  but  the  Executive  ab- 
sorbs them  all.  In  discussing  tbe  patronage  of 
the  Federal  Oovernmeni,  therefore,  1  am  at 
once  discussing  the  power  of  one  ma»— the  pa- 
tronage of  a  President.  Let  that  ever  be  borite  ia 
mind. 

Have  gentlemen  ever  snrveyed  the  height  and 
the  depth,  the  length  and  the  breadth  of  the  power 
of  the  public  domain?  Since  tbe  days  of  1798 
and  1801,  when  they  were  strong  enoagh  to  over- 
Ihrow  the  elder  Adams,  to  elect  Jefferson  and 
Madison,  and  keep  them  in  power  through  wars 
foreign  and  domestic,  tbe  doctrines  of  strict  coiw 
siruction  and  of  State  rights  have  been  gradually 
declining,  until  at  this  time  tbey  have  fallen  into  a 
by-word,  and  become  the  jest  <^  the  scoffer.  Whyl 
What  is  this  owing  to?  Every  gentleman  no  doubt 
has  bis  theory,  bnt  my  reason  is  one  peculiar  to 
myself,  has  never  yet  been  assigned.  Sir,  I  attri- 
bute this  lamentable  declension  of  State  power  and 
influenee  to  the  land  ordUuaue  of  1787.  Its  effects 
are  demonstrable. 

Sir,  that  ordinance,  with  a  rapidity  unexampled 
in  history,  has  built  up  roads  and  bridges,  and 
t>wnsand  tenitories,  and  cities  and  Slates,  and  is 
fast  bnilding  up  an  Empire.  It  is  an  insiitution  the 
like  cf  wbi(!h  is  not  to  be  found  in  tbe  annals  of 
other  nation!*,  ancient  or  modem.  Il  is  an  institn- 
tioB  next  only  to  the  Coostitntion  of  ihe  Uniied 
Steles,  in  its  singular  history  and  tremendous  ef- 
fects. Subordinate  to  the  Constitution  only,  it  is 
an  toiperium  in  imperts.  No  oiher  nation  under  tbe 
sun  ever  before  sold  its  public  domain,  and  there  is 
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nothing  in  the  teadiA  sysiem,  nothing  is  any  thing 
else  in  all  history,  like  this  land  ordinance  of  1767. 
Like  the  Consiitntion,  it  was  a  new  and  antried  ex- 
perimeiit,aBd  yet  it  is  most  carinns  to  behold  how,l.ke 
the  CoBstiiation,  it  has  succeeded  beyond  any  sys- 
tem in  comparison  with  it  in  working  its  wonder- 
fvl  effects  and  in  acqairiog  its  tremendons  power 
and  paironige — I  will  not  say  strengih,  for  strength 
implies  dnrability— ciiher  for  good  or  foi  evil.    It 
'  was  the  work,  I  am  toM,  of  old  Naihan  Dane.    It 
is  now  a  perfect  sttidy,  grand  and  immtnss  and 
wonderfnl,  which  its  own  authors,  at  the  time  they 
framed  it,  never  could  hare  fully  comprehended  in 
all  its  scope.    That  it  has  done  some  good,  yea, 
much  good,  immense  good,  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
and  I  do  not  jptend  to  detract  from  its  design  or 
from  Is  past  effects.    By  its  simplicity  of  detail, 
its  order  and  preciidon,  its  surreys  and  flections,  and 
regularity  of  sales  and  paients,  clearing  away  all 
etonds  and  disputes  about  title,  equalizing  and  fa- 
cilitating the  acquisition  of  its  titles  ^nd  advan- 
tages, it  has  settled  now  millions  0/  hardy,  indns- 
trions,  laborious,  and  independent  terre-:cnanis,  un- 
dlsr  a  free  Constitution  and  laws,  on  the  fairest 
heritage  of  valleys,  and  mountains,  and  lakes,  and 
rivers,  and  prairies,  and  fo^sts,  and  mines,  which 
the  son  and  the  rain  ever  fructified — on  hair  a  con- 
tinent  of  more  luxuriant  land  thin  was  e/er  lorded 
over  by  any  prince  or  potentate!     Th\<  ispraite 
enough  for  it  and  its  an  hors,  for  the  past.    Bat  I 
am  looking  to  the  future,  and  I  ask  whether  it  is  not 
time  that  it  was  changed  with  the  timet-l  Is  it  likely 
to  continue  to  pour  out  bles;ings  upon  this  conntryt 
Hat  it  nut  bfea  working  some  evils  with  its  great 
good,  which  oeght  now  to  be  arretted,  ani  which,  if 
not  arrested,  wUl  more  than  counterbalance  alt  its 
greatest  good?    L.ook  back  to  its  origin.    At  the 
time  this  ordinance  was  framed,  we  were  two  or 
three  millions  of  people  only,  scattered   over  a 
wide  and  wild  waste  of  a  virgin  continent,  roamed 
by  savage  tribes  hostile  to   the  white  man.    We 
were  in  debt  a  hundred  millions  for  o^r  Revolu- 
tionary aonqnest.    We  were  agricultural.    And  it 
entered  not  into  the  mind  of  man  to  conceive  that 
ve  were  to  be  any  thing  else  for  centuries  to  come 
than  a  poor  and  burdened  people,  to  struggle  hard 
for  ages  for  the  means  from  year  to  year  of  sup- 
porting a  precarious  national  exLttenee.    Tne  pro- 
bability and  the  rational  fear  then  was,  that  we  were 
to  be  (00  vMib.    When,lo!  we  not  only  left  oar  mo- 
tfier  country  at  B  very  early  age — the  age  of  infaiicy 
and  childhood — but  were  found  in  Empire's  tem- 
ple contending  with  the  mighty  nations    of   the 
earth !    Thero  has  been  something  miraculous,  al- 
most divine,  in  the  progress  of  this  people.    From 
that  lime  10  this  we  have  been  rising  like  a  god-like 
giaat  in  stature  and  in  strength.    Thirteen  Colonies 
are  twenty-six  Slates — three  millions  have  become 
near  twenty  millioas — and  who  wonld  have  ima- 
gined tba*,  by  1836,  in  less  than  half  ef  a  century, 
we  would  have  paid  off  all  the  debts  of  (uo  wars, 
and  have  had  more  than  forty  millions  of  lurflui 
revenue  to  distribute,  besides  making  thirteen  pitiw- 
erful  Republics  oat  of  the  public  Iands7    And  who 
eoold,  in  1787,  have  foreseen  the  mighty  acereliun 
of  power  in  the  Pederal  Executive   which,  has 
grown  with  the  growth  and  strengthened  with  the 
strength  of  these  wonderful  resnltsl    If  our  Catber?, 
the  framer's  of  this  ordinance,  had  foreseen  tbe!<e 
nnexpected  effects,  wonld  they  have  organized  the 
land  system  as  they  didi    How  did  they  organize 
Itl    Sir,  they  placed  the  whole  power  of  the  sysiem 
in  the  President.  -Toe  whole  patronage  of  the 
public  domain  is  ia  the  Executive.    The  President 
appoints  and  removes  at  will  the  surveyors,  the  re- 
(laters,  the  receivers,'  the  land  and  ladian  agents  of 
every  desoriplion;  he  treats  with  the  Indians,  holds 
salaries,  and  annuities,  and  purchase-money  in  his 
bands;  he  open  roads,  builds  bridges,  coiirt-honse.s, 
state-houses,  and  appoints  governors,  judges,  and 
other  officers  in  Territories;  be  locates  land  di'- 
fiicts,  opens  and  appoints  the  time  of  land  sale:;  the 
surveys,  and  sales,  and  entries,  and  patents  are  in  bis 
hands;  bidders,  and  purchasers,  and  settlers,  and 
squatters,  and speoolatois,  are  in  hlsgrasp;  the  banks 
and  their  notes,  and  specie,  and  every  description  of 
enrrency  with  which  lands  are  to  be  bought,  are 
suMact  to  his  will ;  he  holds  judicial  power  in  the 
Issue  of  patents  to  an  immense  extent;  legislative 


power  in  the  control  of  Territories  and  new  Stales 
and- of  their  Representatives  and  Senators  in  Con- 
gress; and  the  very  n'.>w  SMa  are  nursed  from 
tbeir  chrysalis  territorial  condition  into  existence 
upon  Pederal  pap  from  the  Executive  spoon.     He 
has,  by  this  ordinance,  become  the  "great  falktr'" 
of  Sialei!    And  all  ibis' power  and  patronage  is 
wielded  over  millions  of  population,  and  miHioBa 
of  millions  of  acres  of  lands  such  as  are  lying  in 
the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi !    Some  of  these 
powers,  gentlemen  may  say,  belong  to  Congress. 
Congress  passes  the  law,  it  is  true,  but  the  President 
txeeutt^  it,  and  dispenses  its  boun'ies.    Sum  up 
this  power  of  the  public  domain,  then— can  yon 
do  it]    No.     It  is  loo  infinite,   too  multifarious, 
too  ramifled,  loo  extensive,  and  yet  to    minute 
in  its  influences,  to  be  traced  or  seen  all  at  once. 
But  it  embraces  immense  inanty  power — immense 
(igUUl  power  over  officers  and  agents— immense 
iiuKiitdnsI  power  over  persons  natural  and  corpo- 
rate—immense popttter  power  over  elec'ion!— im- 
mense trrHloriat  power  over  the  oiganizaiion  and 
admistion  of  Territories — \mmfn^e legislative  power 
over  Congres* — immense  jtidleial  power  over  iter- 
sons  and  property  under  patents — Immense  State 
power  over  the  new  Slates  coming  into  t)ie  Union, 
and  as  Mng  as  there  are  large  quantities  of  public 
lands  within  them;  and  over  the  Senate,  which  is 
intended  to  be  a  check  on  the  Executive.    I  ask 
gtntlemen  to  reflect  solemnly  upon  three    facti 
which  I  will  call  their  attention  to.    A  member  of 
Congress  fiom  a  new  State  once  told  me,  during 
the  last  land  mania,  that,  if  he  wonld  permit  him-  ■ 
self  to  take  compensation  for  labor  and  influence 
here,  besides  his  eight  dollars  per  diem — a  man 
whom  I  believe  to  be  honest,  and  who  no  more 
would  have  touched    such  extra    compensation 
"with  a  pair  of  longs"  than  I  would — he  could 
make  from  ten  to  twenty  thousand  dollars  every 
session  or  year  he  was  in  Congress.    Some  lands 
were  selling  at  |I0  and  |30  an   acre;   they  were 
entered  at  |I  35  per    acre— fSOO  only  for   640 
ac'es  of  land;  there  would  be  a  dispute  about  the 
patent,  about  who  was  entitled  to  enter  the  land; 
an  appeal  wonld  be  taken  frum  the  Register  and 
Receiver  of  the  Land  Office  to   the  Commissioner 
here,  and  from  him   to  the  President.     In  every 
such  case — and  there  were  hundreds  from  Alaba- 
ma and  Mis.<;isjippi,  especially  under  the  Choctaw 
and  Chickasaw  treaties — there  wonld  be  from  five 
to   ten  thousand  dollars  involved  on  a  slake  of 
eight  hundred  dollars  only,  and  the  claimants  would 
readily  give  tmt-k^  to  any  agent  who  wonld  get 
tbem  the  patents,    numbers  of  Congrets  were 
songbl,  of  eourse,  as  agent*,  because  they  had  votet 
here  and  in  the  Senate.    If  they  were  friends  of 
the  Administraiion,  they  were  held  by  a  geUtn 
ehvin  to  their  ptrty  Me^mee;  if  in  the  opposition, 
they  were  silenced  and  kept  still,  if  not  by  their 
own  ialerests,  by  the  interests  and  stake  of  their 
eoBsiiinents,    dependent   upon    Executive   favor. 
Thus,  the  Executive  wielded  an  omnipotent  land 
inflnenee  over  ihe  independence  of  the  legislative 
departmeat. 

Again:  Will  gaatlmnen  reflect  upon  the  amount 
of  jurisdiction  over  property  and  persons  boih,  the 
President  wields  in  a  single  year  {n  Ihe  tmring  q/ 
tmnd  pattttMl  The  land  receipts  in  1836  alone  were 
from  tweaty-five  to  thirty  millioas.  '  This  is  a 
judietwi  power.  Now  sum  up  the  whole  amoont  of 
property,  and  the  whole  numbtr  of  persons  in- 
volved in  all  the  eaaesof  all  the  Pederal  and  State 
eonris  of  the  Union,  and  the  jurisdietion  oVer  per- 
sona and  property  will  not  be  found  so  great,  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  as  that  of  this  patent  jnriadietion  of  the 
President.  Twenty-fiva  or  thirty  miliioBS  adjudi- 
oated  by  him  in  a  single  year  t 

Again:  Not  only  has  there  not  been  adOtfrale 
ffetn  a  IVrieory,  since  th«  foundation  of  the  Oh- 
vemment,  from  Oeneral  Harrison  himself  down 
to  my  friend  before  me  from  Plorida,  [Mr.  Down- 
fHS,]  who  was  not  obliged,  in  duly  to  hfs  people 
and  in  regard  to  tbeir  interest",  to  keep  on  the  rinht 
side  of  the  Bxeentive — who  is  the  fonniain  of  all 
hOBor  and  favor  to  a  Territory;  but,  no  new  State 
has  coma  into  ihe  Onion,  no  matter  who  was  Pre- 
sident—whether  it  was  an  Adams  or  a  Jefferson- 
no  Biatier  what  party  was  in  pow«r,  the  Demo- 
enttia  or  iba  Federal,  «•  WWg  «r  the  Loco  Foco— 


which  has  not  at  first,  and  as  loo^tiike~h 
offices  were  n'nmerons,  and  laige  quBtiiKoIM 
were  in  market,  iavariibly  seat  lag  teni 
10  cheek  the  President,  but  to  dcfotikiem 
the  Constintion,  making  IheSenaittM 
the  Executive!  Lo»k  at  tbewhole  lattf 
frontier,  from  Michigan  to  LaBiiiaaa,iig<ilhM 
see  how  ibey  all  have  voted,  aad  ho*  ib^ 
now  vote  in  the  Senate.  The  Saatenmlk^ 
sentatives  from  a  new  Sjate  are  sblittd,  00  ^ 
how  honest  the  men  are,  to  be  W  filii^ 
They  are  constrained  by  the  neeeaitycf  ihi 
tem.    Tbe  Atalt  is  in  the  tjiUm.  J 

Shall  we  add,  then,  to  this  syttea, »  mmm 
overgrown,  the  liittriiatMii  featud  St,iZ 
siras,  the,  sages  who  framed  this  oiitiitiiaiidS 
Consdtntion,  could  now  lite  from  ike  loak,  M 
asionishment  and  monifieitioB  vottki  ttij  mU 
and  express  at  the  inroads  vhichibeliiMW 
made  upon  the  latter  of  dme  i«olitaii|! 
They  were  men  who  sawftrbejotdikesii 
times,  and  wbo,  judging,  u  they  had  iiijoip,tal 
the  past,  estabhshed  every  potable  furi  ^1 
known  or  apprehended  dasgni  t<  iiaj.  Ay 
were  men,  too,  who  "satSti  tjiutj  in^ 
tainted  breeze,"  but  here  wn  1  dsapr  skklM 
— vhich  no  set  of  men  in  tbeir  diy-tbidn  III 
man  foresight  couk)  forcMe.  fin  am/ 11  ad 
wonld  tt^y  not  reform  itt  leuimgiMibeM 
of  Nathan  Dane  walking  ii  ttii  Bill^^  iii| 
mighty  changes  which  km  bea  vnathi:  ii^ 
proachcs  my  table,  aad  1^  "When  ue  d 
fromi"  "From  Yirgiaia."  'I  but  beulb^ 
of  Virginia."  "Where  are  jon  ItooV'  iMnfi 
to  members  from  Ohio— lol9iiKatien,(itls 
presenting  47  500  federal  popelaiiin  in  1  id 
which  now  it  only  part  of  vhti  was  u  labim 
wilderness  northwest  of  the  Ohio  rirer!  "Pm 
'Ohio."  "I  have  heard  before  of  ih;  rirsf  O14- 
mostwQDderfal!"  "AuijmV  'Fnnliidim' 
"And  yon?  and  yon?  and  yoolandyosludyMiN 
Rddre-sing  de'^olMiu  from  llliDois,Mi(bipt,ll» 
sou ri,  Arkansas,  and  Iowa <  "Wouleifilllia 
wonderful!  And  how  have  djestgntiudal^ 
Slates  been  nartored  into  beingl"  'OroiiltW 
and  parental  patrona^  which  ;oi  pnTjriiii 
them  in  the  Federal  Qovemmeni."  "Whi,**! 
has  become  of  State  Ri|hts-vbere  tit  kfT 
"Gk>ne-  Yes,  gone  forever,  Mleaibi»[*a«f 
be  liow  arrested."  And,  sit,  I  imw  i « Is 
shade  departing,  with  aw*tniD;Si«cf  poiitt;Bl 
with  tbe  words  "Yes!  and  pabllc  libenrmlh 
Federal  Republic  will  be  gone  too,  Blesjms 
sl«te  the  just  balance  of  powerst>i«UiiWb«n« 
tbe  States  and  the  General  Gorensai  b| ;« 
Calben !"  Yea,  sit,  ualesi  you  rotoie  ibilbiiua 
if  that  shade  should  again  lise  uotectail 
hence,  it  may  be  like  the  ghoslofGemiaiati 
nuns  of  Rome. 

I  have  read  somen  here,  or  soaetaljia*" 
me,  the  story  of  a  scene  got  up  bj  »m  ajm 
aobleaaan  to  satirize  tbe  noilenlaiiui-  Hi  it 
prfsseots  a  foot  uaveller  aseateoil  iMeuw 
jost  before  tbe  breaking  of  dq-  Ht  man 
to  arouse  the  slamberiog  inhabiius  ire  m 
drow*iness,  and  darkness,  a»ditSli»p™*" 
seem  tu  reign  like  death  where  «w»«"J*' 
on  seven  bills,  with  all  its  life  by  iimb^M 
aigfat.  He  throw*  bimKlf  doao  uiatbjitta 
way  of  one  of  the  streett  ia  ibt  <fn  » J" 
BMaa  time,  tbe  ghost  uf  Cicaio,ito  thl*' 
eeatnries,  enters  ja»i  as  tbe  trtveller  a  ip«* 
to  araase  the  laxy  inhabitaais.  TheUHo"" 
fiomhisfobawatek;  the  ghost  Wits  kw"" 
qaiies  "what  is  that?"  "A  waieh,  i»  «« 
to  measure  ttme."  " Woadelfol !  tt* «  ■" 
ed  that?"  "Tbe  Germans."  I*""^' 
ukaa  Croat  his  pocket  an  aliiaiae,ud<«^ 
again  asks,  "What  ikali^'  "^Tzt 
dar;  and  upon  hearing  an  eiplaa«iifl»«  *" 
printing,  it  raised  op  its  hands  eielu**  " 
deffnl!  wonderfnl!  and  who  ii>«»w" 
"The  Germans."  Faihog  to  aMtaw* 
the  t-lnggard  populace,  the  W"""!^. 
a  piBiol,  and  flies  it  off,  to  the  alara  of Jjp 
which  again  iaquires,  "And  wba!  Bitar 
fira*rm;"  and  upon  being »(otm»i  <*»' 
tioa  and  uie  of  ganpowdet  ia  tht  art  «  « 
claims,  "Wonderful  1  wondetfid!  «K>»t»*i 
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I  who  iDTcated  ibait"    "The  Oermans."  "Qreat 
mighty  people  they   most  be  I  b^t  what  ba^ 

De  been   dowg  all  this  tine?    Where  are  her 
I  with  'Roma  Eierna'  upon  ihem?  Where  are 

r  temples  aad  her  houaehold  god.4  her  lenions, 
Senate,  her  forom,  all  her  ancient  grandeur 

I  gloryl"  Jastatthai  mamemene  of  the  lazaruoi 
I  Italy  entered,  yatrning  and  gaping  from  sleep, 
W  dirty  and  racgad  and  debased,  from  idlen«« 
^  poverty.  "There  now,"  said  the  traveller,  "is 
i  tbatia  left  of  Rome."  The  ghost  yanished' 
b,  sir,  if  (his  domain,  patronage  oontinnes,  oar 
^osts  may  rise  up  bnt  a  short  time  hence  in  ihe 
(btory  of  natioas,  to  witness  nothing  bat  the  di- 
Mdation,  and  decay,  and  nun,  and  lazaroni  of  a 
i^tea,  a  gone  tm/in'.  Rome  rose  to  a  grandear 
niBh  w«  may  not  attain;  bnt  Rome,  in. ail  her 
pnft  witb  all  her  provinces  and  oonqaesis,  never 
lareellad  out  to  ber  legions  lands  such  as  we  ba- 
Mav  on  oar  citizens  and  oar  Stales.  No  Consul  of 
loae,  BO  Smperor  ever  wielded  a  patronage  of 
iamain  lika  that  wielded  by  Ihe  President  of  this 
^meriean  Repubiie)  a  patronage  already  over  the 
people,  tiMir  money^  their  Legislatares,  their  lavs, 
in'r  iaatitations,  their  Siatrs,  which  is  fearfully 
lad  fast  tending  to  empire — to  empire  which,  like 
ill  empires,  most  decay  and  fall.  We  have  now  a 
Etoverameni'Of  tinp«ri«<  patronage — it  wml  be  cor- 
rapt— its  patronage  maiM  be  broaght  down  I 

Sir,  yoar  land  ordioanee  has  done  woaderfal 
things  for  this  gatiaa;  bdt,  if  ti  cannot  be  changed 
for  the  better  in  r«spect  to  Eiecntive  patrooige, 
diat  patroaaga  most  not  be  magnified  and  increased. 
It  is  too  great  already.  As  no  fignre  of  s;^«ch — 
as  no  hyperbole — I  say  that.  I  would  vole  to  give 
all  the  paUie  lands  at  once  to  the  States  rather 
Ikansee  their  indaeneeconbtantly  tending  to  em* 
fin  increued.  I  am  far  from  going  for  another 
system  proposed,  [Mr.  Cauioon's,]  bat  at  the  pro- 
per time,  when  the  whole  subject  can  be  taken  ap, 
and  remodelled  and  amended,  I  wi  1  do  nothing, 
vote  for  nothing,  on  the  subject,  by  piecemval.  i 
will  propose  an  ameodment,  which  I  cannot  go 
Into  now,  bat  which  will  be  a  better  bargain  for 
tfie  new  Statn  snd  for  ihe  old  than  has  ever  been 
yet  odbred  in  the  market.  Old  Virginia — which 
blnsed  mother  of  them  all  the  new  Stated  never 
ftil  to  deride  and  abase  on  this  floor,  like  good  old 
ptrenls  are  ever  tare  to  be  abased  by  nngratefnl 
ehildren  who  have  bad  advances  made  them  be- 
fore bariai  and  teatamen' — Old  Virgiania,  I  say,  or 
at  least  one  of  her  districis,  which  I  can  speak  for, 
will  advance  her  children  at  once  sooner  ihan  see 
them  hawking  themselves  about  in  the  market  as 
they  do,  and  sooner  than  see  ihe  land  she  9o  geae- 
toosly  ceded  "lo  the  common  bcorfit  of  the  Union" 
remain  any  longer  jyuttomuch  mjAM  tmX^iforpt- 
NHdon*  h  trait  en  ami  tktir  ptaiiitm  to  v)MUI— 
sooner  than  see  Meie  landt  ffl<nr(  tht  Sta'*$  tf  Mts 
lWe»  !»<•  B  g«w<li  imjMrioi  e4«M<tfa«on/ 

And,  sir,  if  soch  be  the  tendencies  of  the  preseni 
system,  as  it  i*,  what  will  ihey  be,  or  rather,  what 
will  they  not  be,  if  dwtrittilieii  be  added?  Hereto- 
fore, sir,  the  new  States,  only,  have  been  bound  by 
this  alarming  power,  heretofore,  the  s/d  States  have 
been  the  only  check  upon  its  progress  towards  an 
imperial  despotism,  and  cU  have  mulripiied  as  fast 
as  new  ones.  The  policy  which  Ohio  aad  Ten- 
nessee would  have  contended  for  twenty  years  ago, 
ha*  become  a  eoanter  policy  to  theirs  now.  As 
soon  as  the  new  States  have  got  well  clear  of  their 
^and  offices  and  well  filled  with  popalaiion,  they 
then  have  become  old  Stales  m  their  hnd  policy. 
In  all  this  we  have  heretofore  had  some  cheek, 
some  Secarily,  ibough  net  enoofEh,  I  know,  agaiast 
this  domain  patronage.  Bat,  sir,  what  if  distribu- 
tion be  now  added  to  the  system,  and  this  powerful 
patronage  be  extended  lo  the  oli  Stales  as  well  as 
the  newl  This  is  all  that  is  lacking  to  make  iu 
power  absolaie  and  irresistible.  This  will  con- 
sammate  ihe  evi*.  There  will  then  be  no  cheek, 
no  secnrityt  Catching  the  Suies  vnslaved  by' 
Slate  debts,  the  "borrower  is  the  slave  of  ihc 
lender,*^  eaiehing  (hem  sabdoed  by  uxaiien,  with 
•'dtJkUncio"  which  they  cannot  sopply  by  daties 
on  imports.  Having  the  power  to  supply  the  »'<{«- 
/intHcy**  of  the  Federal  OoverniMBt  by  a  high  tariff 
here,  the  frreods  of  censolidatioB  tempt  their  weak- 
ttbst  wiib  ihii<  bail,  Ma  Aual  lair,  and,  oh  CM !  Ihe 


"Id  mother.  Old  Virginia  herself — no,  nol  Virginia 
herself,  but  Virginia  in  the  feebleness  of  dotage — 
may,  perhaps,  be  seen  with  tooihless  gums  to  eke 
out  her  flabby  lips  lo  take  some  of  this  land  pap 
from  ihe  Federal  t-poon !  May  God  in  his  mercy 
spare  me  that  sight !  She  is,  thongh  old  and  strip- 
ped of  her  ancient  vigor,  oat  of  debt  and  proad  as 
ever,  ihoutih  poor.  Sbe  will  not,  I  trnsi,  sell  her 
old  Rf publican  faith  for  a  mile  only  of  an  immen- 
sity which  she  once  gave  away  1 

Sir,  in  the  combined  operation  of  the  principles 
of  an  increased  protective  tariff  and  of  disiribu- 
lion,  the  manufacturing  Slates  will  have  a  double 
profit,  and  the  agricaliural  States  will  bear  the 
whole  loss. 

The  first  will  get  their  fall  share  of  distribation, 
and  the  whole  profit  of  protrction.  The  second 
will  pay  Ihc  full  tax  of  their  consumpiion  andsr 
the  tanff,  which  will  more  than  exceed  their  full 
share  under  the  distribation.  To  the  former  there 
will  be  a  doable  gain,  and  to  the  latter  there  must 
be  a  certain  loss;  and  this,  loo,  to  a  great  extent, 
whether  duties  are  laid  upon  the  protected  articles 
or  aponUaxuries  or  anpitXecled  articles  involving 
counteivaiUog-or  recriminating  daties;  becante  all 
countervailing  regulaiions,  retaliatory  by  oiher  na- 
tions upon  our  commerce,  must  fall  almost  wholly 
upon  exports  which  are  ihe  products  of  agricultaral 
8iate«.-  I  dial),  therefore,  oppose  an  increase  of 
the  ttriff  «<  Ihit  liiM,  and  a  distribution  of  the  re- 
venue from  public  lands  ol  oU  times. 

Gemlemen  ask,  ihco,  Wnat  willJdoJ  Sir,  I  will 
postpone  the  larifT  question  as  long  as  I  can,  and 
leave  ibe  present  laws  to  operate  as  they  will,  with- 
out additional  Ifgislaiion,  antil  I  know  there  is  a 
ptrmtmtnt  deficiency  in  the  Treasury.  My  opinion 
is,  that,  when  trade  and  cemmerce  and  caneney  are 
rrslored,  and  confiJeoce  revives,  there  will  be  im- 
portations to  the  amount  cf  one  hundred  and  fifty 
or  two  hundred  millions  prr  annum,  and  thai,  lipon 
aacb  amoDDl  of  imporiaiion.<!,  the  revenue  frum  the 
present  i>caie  of  duties  will  be  Mjfficient,  and  not 
'itficUnl."  The  chief  of  the  duties  now  are  abnve 
SO  per  c*nt ;  and  the  most  of  them,  nfier  June  30, 
1842,  will  be  30  per  cent,  ad  valorem  That  is 
high  and  piolecUve  enough,  when  to  the  ad  va'o- 
rem  we  add  at  least  15  per  cent,  for  ih«  home  va- 
luation, the  Goverameot's  ewn  appraiiiemeni,  ibe 
cash  duty,  and  for  th?  rate  of  exchange — making 
the  duties  chiefly,  after  June,  1843,  at  least  35  per 
cent,  for  protection.  Whrn  the  proper  time  comes 
10  locieaie  or  lay  on  additional  duties,  for  a  proper 
object  or  purpose — if  ever  that  time  does  come — I 
will  vote,  of  .course,  lo  tax  {itxuriei  and  unproleeted 
artieUs  We  will,  however,  see  whether  lbs  manu- 
fac  uring  interests  will  do  that.  I  loiif  not,  lb^»gh, 
in  any  eoie,  «oI<  /or  on  inc.etut  of  tht  titr\ff  on  any 
orltclet  to  diilriiure  a  itfititntf. 

But  what  will  I  du  to  supply  the  wants  of  tbe 
Government,  and  to  keep  ii  insuccesslul  operaliont 
I  will,  in  the  first  pUce,  and  for  this  time,  vole  for 
this  bill  10  is.sae  Treasury  notes.  To  provide  for 
Ihe  futuie,  I  would  recommend  (enilemen — 

Is'.  To  Austoad  «U  reiourcet.  ~  Cea.<sc  tbe  destruc- 
tive war  wbich  has  been  w:ged  since  1833  upon 
trait.  Kncuurage  and  be  peaceful  with  the  credit 
and  commerce  oa  which  your  distorts  depend. 

3J.  As  long  as  there  is  a  "defieleney,^'  at  all 
events,  in  the  Treasury,  guard  and  watch  your 
puifa'e  tandi.  Neither  give  them  away  nor  let  ihem 
be  stolen  from  you — mind,  I  do  not  mean  by  ibe 
iqualltrr,  I  have  a  friem'ly  legard  for  iHtm,  and 
wonid  encourage  them  to  improve  and  enhance  the 
value  of  oar  wild  lands  by  any  reasonable  com- 
pctsalion;  I  mean  the  real,  highhanded  land  rob- 
bers— the  political  and  pecuniary  land  speculaton — 
who  will  rob  you,  like  pirates,  of  land  and  liberty 
boih,  if  the^  are  not  closely  watched. 

3d.  In  the  language  of  the  present  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  "piuft  a  elgarcM  rtduclion."  He  is 
hypocritical,  I  wH  admit  you,  and  ha:  never  ob- 
servad  the  recommendation  himself.  Bu:  a  hypo- 
crite always  uses  the  language  of  a  saint,  and 
a  saint  may  therefore  take  ap  his  words  and  be  sin- 
cere. I  iben  repeat  the  words — push  a  vigorous 
reduction.  It  is  a  mode  of  supply.  The  gentle- 
man from  Main*  [Mr.  Evan>,]  the  other  day,  said 
b*  coald  not  comprehend  how  this  could  be  consi- 
d«fed  a  mode  of  supply.    Franklin  informed  me, 


sir,  when  a  boy,  that  a  penny  saved  is  a  penigr 
gained.  I  was  astonished  to  bear  from  a  Whig,  so 
soon  after  the  eleeiion,  that  there  can  be  no  redac- 
tion. Economy  tetU  sapply  the  deficiency  in  the 
TVeainry.    I  would  commence  economy— 

1st.  By  reducing  Bxeoaiive  patronage.  That  is 
one  of  the  first  Whig  maxims  with  ikie.  Kseea- 
tive  patronaee  is  one  of  the  most  costly  appendages 
of  this  Government.  It  aspires  to  a  splendid  ad- 
ministration, and  reduces  the  OovemUeBt  to  -the 
condition  in  which  it  Is  now,  a  stale  of  "shabby 
splendor."  As  an  instance  to  show  how  costly  (his 
patronage  is,  no'  better  example  could  be  given 
than  this  policy  of  distribution.  Gentleiaen  eon- 
tend  that  the  publio  lands  belong  to  the  Aofci,  and 
not  to  the  United  States.  How  much  ebeapisr  it 
would  be,  then,  and  how  maeh  would  it  save  to 
Ihe  States,  if,  instead  of  taxing  the  people  of  the 
States,  throagh  the  larifl^,  to  pay  the  salaries  of  sor- 
veyon),  and  registers,  aad  r«eeiven>,  and  »gUM  to 
watch  all  these  officers,  and  to  pay  all  Ihe  losses  by 
dvfaktatioit  and  otherwise,  aad  to  meet  all  the  Int- 
penses  of  aequiriag  and  selling  the  public  lands, 
you  would  jast  give  up  to  the  States  at  onee  iheir 
property,  whieh  you  say  belongs  to  them,  and  not 
to  the  Union.  The  loaf,  I  should  think,  would  be 
quite  as  large  if  yon  would  not  cut  se  many  sliees 
from  it  before  you  deliver  them  their  own.  Bat, 
to  give  away  ihe  Imtdi  themselves  to  the  States^  in- 
stead of  riving  them  Ihe  revenue  from  lands  after 
deducting  expenses,  woahl  be  monstrou,  mon- 
strous with  some  genllemen,  because  there  is  BO 
Executive  patronage  in  that  system  I  As  for  my- 
selt,  I  like  neither  the  one  system  aor  the  other.  I 
am  content,  for  the  present,  with  (he  ^stem  now 
in  operation,  and  pray  only  that  Sxeeutive  patron- 
age may  not  be  increased  by  adding  distribittiori  to 
the  other  evils  and  curses  of  a  system  which  14'  al- 
ready  bad  enough.  If  i  am  proaeribed  by  my 
parly  for  this  doctrine,  I  shall  be  prosoribad  far  a 
Whig  doctrine,  and  shall  siill  be  a  Whig.  Bat, 
Executive  patronage  may  be  diminished  in  other 
respects.  AetrtncAment  t'hottld  be  nnfiefgaedly 
practised  in  great  matters  and  in  small.  It  was 
once  promised,  and  the  promise  was  broken— 
shamvfully  and  eziravsgantly  broken.  Let  itt  not 
be  fahe  to  ourselves  and  to  enr  ooitntry,  and  ire 
will  save  much  by  retrenchment.  I  would  cut 
down  appropriations  to  inttmof  m^oMmend.  Not 
another  hmior  shootd  be  built  unltl,  at  all  evelMs 
there  was  a  surplus  in  ihe  Treasury  lo  be  wasted. 
I  would  stop  and  arrest  at  once  the  woful  eilrava- 
gance  of  thai  disgrscerul  Florida  war;  an  exrrova- 
ganre  woful,  indeed,  to  humanity,  when,  as  I  be- 
lieve on  my  soul,  one-hali  ihe  money  ^ent  has 
been  p"ekeied  in  ^rt  by  plunderers  upon  the  Trea- 
sury, and  in  part  spent  by  ihem  ia  keeping  op  the 
war,  in  order  that  they  may  plunder  still  more. 
All  the  eonlroeli  of  Oovemment  require  striOIMruti- 
ny,  retrenchmeni,  and  rei^rnt.  B>peeially  fiMmt 
treatiet,  and  Indum  nntmet},  and  Indian  agtnelu, 
should  be  watched  and  reduced.  I  would  abotieh 
tinttures  of  every  description,  and  there  are  a 
thousand  and  one  of  them  in  this  O'vemment.  I 
would  abolish  useless  porta  tf  entry  for  the  customs, 
and  useless  coUeetort  «ho  do  net  receive  (heamoQlits 
of  their  salaries.  I  do  not  know  how  it  is,  but  the 
expense  of  collecting  the  revenue  has  inofcased,  in 
tbe  last  ten  years,  mere  than  SO  per  cent.  This 
expense  ought  to  be  reduced  back  agaio  to  its  old 
S'andard  of  four  per  cent.  SaltrUt  ought  to  be  re- 
duced. One  thing,  which  has  tended  with  eoasi^e. 
rable  eflect  to  overshadow  the  State  sovereignties, 
and  to  make  them  comparatively  insignificant  and 
uninflueaiial,  has  been  Ihe  extravagant  salaries 
which  this  Gkivernment  has  paid  to  its  offloen  in 
comparison  with  the  salaries  of  State  offiixrs.  The 
States  are  not  able  to  vie  with  ihe  extravagance  of 
Ihe  Federal  Government,  and  the  Federal  salaries 
shonll  therefore  be  scaled  down  to  the  State  stand- 
ard.', if  we  mean  to. preserve  the  just  balanea  of 
Stale  and  Federal  power,  as  well  as  to  eeonomiw. 

Sir,  there  is  economy  and  a  large  sopply  of 
means  in  rtform  as  well  as  in  letrenohmeiM.  I  do 
not  mean  that  hypocritical  canting  feform,  which 
aspires  only  lo  tarn  out  one  man  and  to  put  in 
another.  Bat  I  do  mean  that  efTectnal  reform  which 
will  make  the  coming  a  bmineai  aod  not  an  stie- 
tiomtrvtg  Admioimrali  on.    If  Oovcrament  offioeis 
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•i»  allowed  lo  interfere  in  elections,  yea,  required 
to  Mr*  their  salaries  by  their  par^  setrices,  the 
Treasury  most  suffer  for  it;  for  electioneering  re- 
qalres  fundj,  and  officers  will  not  take  their  own 
moBey  wheo  they  can  reach  Uncle  Sam's.  The 
dcMTMt  parebase  ever  made  by  any  people  is  the 
patehase  of  themselreswiib  their  own  taxes  which 
they  hare  paid  into  the  public  Treasary.  I  would 
pat  down  at  erery  hazard  the  tyranny  of  frtterif- 
IMM,  the  moct  (ziTaragant  of  all  tyrannies,  which 
i;  always  sure  to  turn  oat  of  office  some  honest 
and  many  knowing  officers,  and  to  pat  many  dis- 
houest  and  ignorant  ones  in  iheil:  places.  I  coald 
give  many  instances  of  many  losses  nader  the  pre- 
sent and  last  Adminiurations  from  thiscanse  alone. 
^ffcintlMe  virftMoiMl  inttStigtnee iff  tkt  amttr^  to 
i^Ut  trithttU  regard  fo  r«r(y  Mrviect,  and  yoa  will 
find  thousand  of  dollars  gained  as  well  as  thousands 
•aved  by  thar  simple  operation  of  finance.  3t»]t 
ihi  apeUt  igiUm,  and  jmniA'  eom^tim  in  every 
•hue  by  frrnipt  rtmovaUfrom  qgUt  for  my  aicwe* 
or  it/UtaHmt.  Put  aside  ituompHeneg  in  every  case, 
and  favor  no  fool  because  he  happens  to  be  yoar 
penonal  or  poliiieal  friend.  These,  are  some  of 
Ibe  maxima  to  replenish  your  exhausted  Treasury 
and  to  supply  iu  apprehended  deficieneiee.  If  they 
are  faiibfany  observed  for  twelve  months  to  come, 
mf  vord  for  ii,  there  will  be  no  deAciencei  to  be 
•apfdied.  Above  all,  give  to  the  country  a  tqf$, 
mmi,  and  wi^brm  emrrttuy,  and  rei>tote  eenfidmet 
between  man  and  man  and  Qovemment  and  eiti- 
sen,  and  yoar  coffers  will  soon  be  fall,  and  Hea- 
vca**  and  the  people's  blessings  will  rest  upon  your 
Administration. 

As  to  the  best  mode  of  giving  to  the  country  a 
safe,  sound,  and  uniform  currency,  my  opinioiis 
afe  well  known  to  those  who  Imow  any  thing  about 
my  opinions  at  all.  With  Mr.  Madison,  I  believe 
that  a  AoMoiwl  Bmk  is  absolately  necessary,  and 
must,  try  whatever  other  experiments  yoa  please, 
be  resorted  to  in  the  end.  I  believe  sach  an  insti- 
tution not  pnly  constitutional  and  expedient,  but, 
a$  «  Awttem  wum  m%d  a  SlaU  righu  nan,  I  support 
it  u  the  best  friend  of  the  South,  which  is  more  m> 
jured  by  a  bad  currency  than  any  other  section  of 
the  eonniry,  and  as  the  only  means  of  creating  a 
kaiul  if  Ike  Ita  for  ihe  legislative  department,  to 
keep  (he  legislative  power  o(  the  ciutody  and  llu 
mmlrol  ^Ikt  pubhc  money  oat  of  the  hinds  of  the 
Bxeeutive.  The  Sxecotive  has  assumed  that  pow- 
er by  tnatebiitg  the  public  money  from  the  •  van  lis 
of  a  National  Bank.  I  would  create  a  National 
Bank  for  the  purpose  uf  restoring  to  Congress  its 
eoDstiiutioiial  fiscal  power,  if  for  no  other  purpose. 
That  is  one  of  the  best  modes  of  reducing  Rxecu- 
tire  patronage.  But  my  views  on  this  qaesiion 
were  delivered  at  length  at  the  extra  session  of 
1837.  Now,  I  will  only  say  that  I  will  vote  for 
such  an  institution  if  it  be  brought  forward  at  the 
light  time,  is  it  be  properly  organized,  and  be  lo- 
Mted  al  the  proper  place— «nd  that  proper  place 
with  ma  will  be  as  far  as  I  can  get  it  from  the  con- 
taminating and  dangeroos  inQueoee  of  stockjob- 
bing and  brokers. 

In  coDclosioD:  I  have  discharged  my  duty  by  de- 
elariBg  my  sentimeDts  on  all  these  sobjecis  in  ad- 
vance. I  have  addressed  myself  to  the  House,  to 
the  country,  and  lo  the  President  elect.  I  have  de- 
clared my  opinions  as  independently  as  I  entenaia 
them.  I  am  apprehensive  ihat  ihey  will  not  be  ac- 
ceptable to  eome  gentlemen  of  either  party,  and 
that  is  a  proof  lo  me  that  they  are  nearly,  if  not 
exactly  rigbt.  I  trust  that  they  will  be  acceptable 
to  Qraeral  Harrison.  If  I  am  corrtctly  informed 
of  the  man,  independence  and  frankness  are  quali- 
ties which  he  admire;;  and,  if  I  am  corrfcily  in- 
formed of  hie  political  sentiments,  be  will  agree 
with  many  of  the  opinions  which  I  have  advanced. 
A  gentleman  near  me  shakes  bis  head;  bur,  sir,  I 
do  not  recognise  the  right  of  that  or  any  other  gea- 
tleiMii  to  speak  to  me  for  Qen.  Harrison.  I  have 
nerer  believed  him  to  be  that  weak  old  man  that 
Us  eaemies  have  represented  him  to  be.  I  believe 
him  to  possess  a  sound  mind  in  a  sou  ad  body;  to 
be  hoMkt,  patriotJCi  and  able  to  project  his  own  po- 
licy, and  to  speak  for  himself.  I  believe  that  he 
will  imitate  Washington  in  calling  good  and  vise 
men  of  various  and  diffident  views  to  bis  eonncilr, 
t^  be  will  consider  the  opinions  of  all,  and  then 


judge  and  act  for  himself.  At  all  events,  I  have 
spoken  to  bim,  here  ia  my  pttUse,  of  public  mea- 
sures touching  public  interests,  as  I  had  a  right  lo 
speak,  and  as  it  was  my  doty  to  speak,  indepen- 
dently and  withoat  reserve.  He  can  take  no  ex- 
ception to  this  course;  and  if  he  does,  he  owes  me 
more  than  I  owe  to  him — having  exerted  the  best 
of  my  humble  powers  to  elevate  him  to  the  Presi- 
dency. He  can  easily  cancel  that  small  debt  by 
faithfully  redeeming  the  promises  which  have 
brought  bim  into  power.  The  seetimenis  and  opi- 
nions which  I  now  advance  are  the  same  as  those 
which  I  advanced  beftre  his  election,  iand,  whilst 
advocating  his  pretensions  to  the  Presidency,  as  all 
my  friends  and  constituents  and  thousands  of 
strangers  an  various  parts  of  the  country  know. 
That  he  will  agree  with  all  these  views  and  opi- 
nions I  do  not  expect.  I  will  compromise  much 
with  Oen.  Harrison;  and  yield  much  to  his  better 
judgment  and  information.  I  expect  to  support  his 
Administration  most  cordially;  and  I  will  do  so  as 
far  as  I  can  in  conscience,  without  a  sacrifice  of 
consistency  and  of  vital  principle,  and  widiadne 
regard  to  the  duty  I  owe  my  country.  I  am« 
the  same  Republican  Whig  now  as  before  the  elec- 
tion— ^let  m*  not,  therefore,  be  misunderstood  or 
misrepresented. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  MALLORY, 

OP  vmoiNu, 
In  the  Home  tiflteprttenMiva,  /V&ruary  5, 1841— On 

the  bill  providing  for  an  issue   of   Treasary 

Notes. 

Mr.  SruNBOD,  of  Virginia,  having  obtained 
the  floor,  said  that  he  was  desiroas  of  addressing 
the  House  on  the  various  topics  which  had  been 
iotrodaced  into  this  discussion;  bat  as  his  colleague 
[Mr.  MiLLOHT]  had  recently  taken  his  seat, 
and  bad  evinced  a  disposition  to  address  the  com- 
mittee, he  would,  with  pleasore,  yield  the  floor  to 
him,  as  the  limited  time  now  remaininjr,  before 
he  bill  would  be  taken  out  of  ccmmitiee,  would 
not  allow  them  both  to  occupy  the  floor. 

Mr.  MALLORY  thanked  Mr.S.  for  his  kind- 
ness and  coartety,  and  apologized  for  obtmdiog 
himself  upon  the  committee  at  that  late  hour. 
Whatever  might  have  been  my  original  inteatioo, 
(said  Mr.  M.)  the  period  fixed  by  the  House  for 
terminating  the  discusstion  having  nearly  arrived, 
it  is  impossible  for  me  at  this  time  lo  enter  into  a 
full  consideration  of  this  bill,  and  of  the  various 
topics  which  have  been  alluded  to  in  the  coarse  of 
the  debate.  Nor,  indeed,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  it  ne- 
cessary, after  the  able,  uaaDswered,  and  unan- 
swerable argument  of  my  distingaished  colleague, 
[Mr.  WisB  ]  My  principal  object  in  rising,  sir,  is 
to  notice  some  remarks  of  the  gentlemen  from 
Maryland  and  North  Carolina,  [Messrs.  Jimipkr 
and  RirNXH,]  in  relation  to  the  course  he  has 
deemed  it  his  duty  to  pursue. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  J.]  had 
said  that  "not  one  position  of  my  polleagae  [Mr. 
Wiss]  was  in  unison  wiih  bis  party;"  and  "that 
his  speech  was  not  approved  by  a  single  political 
friend."  I  ask  the  gentleman  if  I  am  correct  in 
ascribing  to  him  ibis  laagaagel  [To  this  Mr.  Jbhi- 
PER  assented,  and  said  "he  did  not  recognise  Mr. 
Mali^obt  as  a  political  friend  of  Mr.  Wisa." 
Now,  sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  be  read  out  of  church  by 
the  member  from  Maryland,  or  by  any  body  else; 
bat  I  take  this  occasion  to  declare  that,  with  one 
exception,  I  fully  approve,  endorse,  and  intend 
widely  to  circalaie  the  speech  of  my  colleague.  I 
thank  bim^  Mr.  Chairman,  for  bis  bold  and  manly 
s»and  in  defence  of  onr  interests  and  principles:  for, 
however  offensive  it  may  prove  to  certain  poliii. 
cians  in  this  Capitol — however  he  may  be  denounced 
or  misrepresented  here  or  elsewhere,  unless  I  am 
greatly  deceived,  the  views  he  hat  advanced  will 
meet  with  a  hearty  and  cordial  support  among  those 
whom  we  represent  on  this  floor.  They  are  the 
doctrines  avowed  by  the  Harrison  party  in  lower 
Virginia,  during  the  late  canvass,  and  around 
which  we  mean  still  to  rally.  On  that  ground  I 
plant  my  flag,  and  on  that  will  I  stand  or  fall. 
When  we  entered  the  Harrison  parly  we  did  not 
compromise  our  principles;  and  if  the  principles  of 
the  late  contest  are  is  be  in  opposition  to  the 
movements  of  the  coming  Administration,  that,  sir. 
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all  that  I  have  to  say 
deceived  ourselves,  and 
others. 

But  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolim  [Mr. 
RaTifia]  said  that  the  remarks  of  my  eoUeagm 
are  "ominous,"  Ac.  and.  that  he  beard  liiem  ''wiik 
pain  and  surprise."  Now,  I  ask  thatgcatleaaa 
to  tell  me  what  principles  my  colleague  has  ad- 
vanced in  his  speech  which  he  had  not  beftn 
avowed}  I  beg  to  assure  the  gentlesMs  tbey  an 
the  doctrines  of  the  Whigs  in  Viiginia,  if  th^  aic 
not  of  Ibe  Whigs  of  North  Caroliaa. 

But,  sir,  what  position  has  my  friend  aas^MJ 
that  can  be  construed  into  aa  aetof  boelililjr  to  the 
measures  of  Oeneral  Harrison^  adminixtraiisaJ 
Is  a  Natloaal  Bank  to  bereoommeaded  and  pvhed, 
without  an  opportunity  of  consnltiBg  the  psopla. 
and  withoat  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  connuyl 
Why,  sir,  General  Harrison  told  us  he  wooU  nsi 
resort  to  a  bank  until  all  other  expedients  had 
fkiled,  and  Unless  it  was  caHed  for  1^  a  nMjei^ 
of  Ibe  people.  My  colleague  says,  ia  GsbaUMe, 
the  same;  so  that  here,  at  least,  there  is  noihiag 
"ominous"  of  a  difference.  This  Presidient  elect  is 
pledited  to  adhereto  the  compromise  act  m>  te 
tariff;  and  Ihe  main  argument  of  the  gentlemaa 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wian]  was  in  faror  oi  that 
position. 

Mr.  JxmrKa  here  rose  and  said  to  Mr.  Mai- 
LORT — Define  your  own  position. 

Mr.  Miuoar  to  Mr.  J.  What,  on  the  te- 
baeco  qnestlonl  [Mr.  J.  bad  made  a  loog  speech  oa 
Uiis  au^ect  a  day  or  two  before,  hud  ia  very  aetiee 
in  getting  up  conventions,  ftc  on  the  tobnew 
tradte.] 

Bat,  says  the  gentleman  from  North  Caroliaa, 
[Mr.  RarHBa,]  why  did  not  the  hoDorahie  member 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wissj  wait  until  Ctaeral 
Harrison  arrived  in  this  cityt  I  answer,  why  did 
not  gentlemen  who  spoke  before  him  adopt  the 
same  plan?  I  undertake  to  say  that  my  coUeagae 
would  have  waited  until  the  arrival  of  Oeaeial 
Harrison,  if  others  had  ihougbt  proper  to  do  the 
same.  But  such  had  not  been  the  case.  Other 
gentlemen  had  given  their  view<,  withoat  fcserve, 
and  he  and  hij  cslleague  were  not  going  to  permit 
public  opinion  to  be  prejudged,  eren  if  the  utdica- 
lions  did  come  from  a  high  quarter. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  had  listened  with  much  atiea- 
tion  to  this  debate,  and  he  was  yet  to  bear  any 
good  reason  why  this  bill  should  not  pass,  whether 
we  view  it  in  connection  with  the  present  or  eoming 
Administration. 

When  last  he  bad  a  seat  on  this  floor,  no  tae  was 
more  decidedly  opposed  to  the  policy  than  hiat- 
self;  apd,  if  be  did  not  discnn  tha  question,  it  was 
because  be  left  it  to  others  who  could  bring  to  the 
aid  of  our  caase  greater  powers  of  debate  and 
more  weight  of  chaiaeter  than  he  laid  claim  to. 
Since  thsn,  our  relations  have  materially  changed, 
and  his  vota  would  be  given  to  suit  this  TariatioB. 
I  admira  (said  he)  consisteney  in  a  politiciaiii  bat  I 
like  to  see  bim  accommodate  his  condnct  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  limes  and  the  waa's  of  the 
State,  not  make  it  square  with  mert  pride  of  opi- 
nion or  the  prejudices  of  party  feeling. 

Whtn  the  qaestion  of  issuing  Treasary  notes 
was  first  proposed,  the  party  bringing  it  forward 
was  floshed  with  viciory,  and  dispmed  to  nak 
headlong  into  the  field  of  untried  expedients.  The 
(cttled  principles  of  oiu:  fathers  and  the  most 
cherished  institutions  of  the  country  were  subjeea 
of  Ihe  wildest  experiments,  and  a  radical  change  ia 
the  character  ol  oar  Oovernment  sought  to  be 
eflTeeted.  Disapproving  the  measure  as  a  perma- 
nent financial  scheme,  and  fearing  Ihat  it  fonaed 
a  link  in  the  series  of  measures  designed  m  esta- 
blish a  Oovernment  banl^  I  three  times  voted 
against  such  a  bill.  As  a  circulating  median, 
they  are  every  way  objectionable;  nor  do  I  ap- 
prove of  resorting  to  siteh  a  process  as  an  ocdmaiy 
mode  of  raising  money.  But  in  the  present  aspect 
of  oar  affWirs,  as  a  temporary  expedient  to  iapotj 
th?  wans  of  Oovernment,  in  the  abaenee  of  * 
better,  I  feel  justified  in  roting  for  Ihe  bO. 
Things  have  materially  changed.  TheSub-Trm- 
sary,  so  intimately  connected  with  it,  and  withoat 
which  they  a<estrippedof  most  of  their  objeetian, 
as  a  natural  consequenoe  of  the  election  of  Qm. 
Hanieon,  wiU  be  abandoned.     With  new  smm 
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will  eome  ni w  measures,  and  doubtless  some  other 
expedient  trill  be  resorted  to.  In  the  mean  time, 
let  as  act  on  the  scriptural  maxim,  that  "sitfficient 
unto  the  day  i$  the  evil  thereof."  Bat  my  principal 
object  in  sapporting  this  bill  is  to  avoid,  if  possi- 
ble, the  evils  and  dangers  of  an  extra  session  of 
Congress;  and  I  hope  the  amount  authorized  to^ 
isstud  will  not  oBly  be  large  enough  for  the  wants 
of  the  expiring  Administration,  but  also  for  that 
about  to  assume  the  powers  of  Qovemmenl.  For 
my  part,  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  this  called  session. 
I  am  desirous  that  the  President  elect  should  have 
ample  time  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the 
Qoremment,  and  calmly  to  consider  what  inea- 
sares  are  best  calculated  to  relieve  the  country-  I 
want  him  by  all  means  to  avoid  hasty  action  on 
the  vital  questions  that  must  i)e  considered;  to  view 
them  without  reference  to  mere  political  considera- 
tions and  unbiassed  by  party  influences.  It  woald 
be  extremely  iejadicious  and  unwise,  in  the  present 
slate  of  public  feeling,  to  think  cf  adopting  this 
measure.  To  suppose  that  subjects  of  such  im- 
portance as  would  eome  up  at  an  extra  session  of 
Congress,  surrounded  as  they  will  be  byaHthe 
elements  of  political  strife,  coold  be  considered 
with  reference  to  the  true  interests  ef  the  nation,  is, 
I  think,  greatly  to  mistake  the  state  of  parties  and 
the  schemes  of  political  aspirants.  General  Hnrri* 
son,  whatever  may  be  the  position  of  some  of  bis 
prominent  supporters,  \i  now  unpledged  and  nn- 
committed.  Prematore  action  may  place  him  in  a 
position  fatal  to  the  just  expectations  of  bis  coun- 
trymen, and  fatal  to  the  renown  of  his  Administra- 
tion. The  voice  of  a  free  people  has  elevated 
him  beyond  all  patties.  No  man,  since  the  days  of 
Qeneral  Washington,  has  had  such  an  opportunity 
to  advance  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  and 
win  for  himself  the  deep  and  lasting  gratitude  of  a 
great  nation.  His  measures  will,  I  trust,  be  wise 
and  useful,  and  his  Cabinet  selected  with  an  eye 
single  to  qur  wants  and  interests,  haviog  no  re- 
ference to  the  succession.  For  the  prestent,  at 
least,  I  wish  him  to  be  guldrd  by  the  "let-alone" 
principle.  That  the  body  politic  is  sick,  eannat  be 
denied.  It  has  suffered  for  years  from  empirical 
treatment — at  one  time  for  tradue  stimulation,  then 
again  from  excessive  depletion.  No  system  has 
been  long  adtiered  to,  and  no  indication  properly 
followed  out.  doackery  has  been  the  order  of  the 
day,  and  from  its  effects  the  patient  has  been  gra- 
dually sinking.  But  protracted  as  hai  proved  the 
malady,  and  inefficacious  iha  remedial  means  em- 
ployed, a  close  examiaation  discloses  no  organit: 
disease.  There  are,  it  is  true,  disiarbaneis  in  the 
eifcnlation,  with  nndae  determinau'on<;  but  now 
that  the  acrid  secretions  are  removed,  the  favor 
will  go  off,  leaving  behind  no  inenrable  effects. 
Rest  anJ  the  ei>  mtdieotrtz  naturce  will  soon  bring 
about  a  slate  of  sonnd  hiialib  and  vigorous  action. 
Sir,  I  protest  against  this  incessant  tinkering — this 
never-ceasing  doctoring — and,  an  many  an  Dnforiu* 
naie  patient  has  t>een  phjsiched  to  deaih  just  be- 
cause the  physician,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  anxiety 
of  his  friends,  felt  called  on  to  prescribe  something, 
withotit  exactly  knowing  himself  how  bis  medicine 
would  act,  so  is  the  business  of  the  country  in  like 
danger  from  loo  m'sny  legislative  prescriptions. 
Confidence,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  your  attendant  goes 
far  to  effect  a  cure;  and,  as  in  medicine,  so  it  is 
just  now  with  the  body  politic.  The  physician 
selaced  by  the  people  to  minister  to  the  diseases  of 
the  Slate  is  one  in  whose  skill  and  integrity  they 
place  all  confidence.  As  one  who  played  an  hum- 
ble yet  active  part  in  this  selection,  I  am  for 
giving  him  fall  time  to  etanine,  to  reflect,  lo  de- 
cide, and,  when^he  acts,  let  it  be  with  a  full 
knowledge 'of  our  condition,  and  with  a  clear  per- 
ception of  our  wants.  Let  the  country  alone, 
therefore,  for  awhile,  and  it  will  restore  itself;  in 
its  present  feverish  state,  it  woald  be  extremely 
imprndeni  to  add  additional  excitement;  the  proper 
way  for  its  recovery  to  a  healthy  tone  is  to  avoid 
all  stimulation.  I  am  nnwilling  to  subject  the  busi- 
ness and  currency  of  the  nation  to  the  injurious 
inflaence  of  another  year  of  political  agitation;  I 
am  unwilling  to  pass  through  another  summer  of 
turmoil,  which  will  as  surely  come  as  you  convene 
Congress  in  May  or  June,  to  discuss  the  question 
ofatenk,  of  distribution,  and  of  a  tariff.    It  wiU 


be  a  President  making  session,  for  with  it  will  open 
the  campaign  for  the  succession.  This  question,  I 
believe,  the  people  do  not  desire  to  agitate  soon, 
whatever  may  be  the  wishes  of  ambitious  politi- 
cians. The  elements  of  prosperity  are  still  to  be 
found  in  the  country,  and,  if  allowed  time,  will 
soon  settle  down  into  order.  We  want  rest,  and,  if 
we  expect  to  do  Wiell,  we  must  have  il. 

How  can  the  advocates  of  a  called  s^sion  ex- 
pect that  General  Harrison,  Immediaiely  on  coming 
into  power,  should,  without  proper  time  for  reflec- 
tion, precipitate  himself  into  great  measurevl  No: 
the  proper  plan  will  be  to  allow  him  lime  to  look 
around  him,  and  to  examine  into  the  true  state  of 
affairs  before  he  acts.  Above  all,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
am  against  that  policy  calculated  lo  place  General 
Harrison  in  a  condition  where  he  will  be  compelled 
to  commit  himself  (o  the  schemes  of  any  man. 
I  am  averse  lo  making  any  individual  ofit  next 
President,  by  bolstering  op  his  hobbies  with  the 
great  popularity  of  General  Harrison.  I  have 
voted  for  him  to  be  President,  and  for' nobody  else. 
I  deny  that  any  one  on  this  floor,  or  in  the  other 
wing  of  iht  Capitol,  is  authorized  to  indicate  what 
are  to  be  the  measures  of  the  incoming  Administra 
tion.  For  one,  I  will  denounce  the  attempts  of 
any  clique  lo  mark  out  the  course  of  the  President 
elect  before  he  reaches  the  *«al  of  Govemment,  or 
has  been  clothed  with  authority.  And,  Mr.  Chair- 
man notwithstandinK  the  manifJettalions  from  the 
legency  quarter  of  this  Hall,i  proiest,  in  advance, 
against  their  opinions  bein?  considered  as  the 
orthodox  principles  of  the  Whig  party,  I  find 
fanlt  with  no  member  of  our  parly  for  expressing 
himself  in  regard  to  a  bank,  a  tariff,  to  distribution, 
or  internal  improvements.  I  am  willin;  to  hear 
all  that  gentleman  may  have  to  say,  and  expect 
to  be  heard  in  return,  without  being  proscribed  for 
so  doing.  But  I  do  object  lo  one  set  of  men  under- 
takibg  to  manufacture  political  opinions  for  others; 
and  will  resist,  cost  what  it  may,  what  I  re- 
gard as  an  effort  to  prejudge  these  qaef^iions  in  the 
public  mind,  so  as  lo  force  us  up  le  their  standard 
of  Whig  principles;  or,  failing  in  that,  to  make 
ns  ('bj?cis  of  suspicion  lo  our  friends,  and  tb  ex- 
communicate us  from  the  true  church. 

G<rntleman  insist  that  acalled  session  at  an  early 
day  is  necetsary  to  provide  means  to  supply  the 
ordinary  purposes  of  Government.  Sir,  I  hold  the 
opposite  opinion,  and  believe,  if  the  amendment  of 
my  colleague  prevails — which  proposes  to  give  to 
General  Harrison  the  power  to  isfue  five  millions 
of  Treasury  notes  after  the  fourth  of  March  next — 
that  there  will  be  money  enough  fbr  an  economical 
Adminisiraiion  of  our  affairs.  We  have,  over  and 
over  agaih,  charged  the  Van  Buren  party  with  ex- 
travagance, and  promised  to  reform  abuses  and  re- 
trench expendiwr-'S  if  the  people  would  elect  Gen. 
Harrison.  But  (pertain  gentlemen  here,  who  had 
sung  this  tone  for  years,  bad  not  a  word  to  say 
about  retrenchment  and  reform.  The  cry  now  is, 
money  1  money  !  give  us  money.  Yes,  we  must 
have  money  to  carry  en  a  splendid  Government, 
and  to  gel  this  money  they  must  raise  the  taxes  of 
the  people.  If,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  indications, 
put  forth  by  the  members  over  the  way,  who  have 
spoken  on  this  subject,  are  to  be  received  as  the 
principles  of  the  incoming  Administration,  not- 
withstanding  all  our  pait  cry  of  retrenchment  and 
reform,  it  is  evident  we  shall  gain  no'hing  on  this 
score  by  a  charge  of  rulers,  if  this  be  so,  all  thai 
we  have  accomplished  by  the  tarn  of  the  political 
whe£1  is,  to  put  out  one  set  of  charlatans,  and  put 
in  another.  I  mean,  sir,  so  long  as  I  remain  here, 
to  practise  on  the  precepts  I  ineuleaied  before  the 
people-^io  carry  out,  when  in  power,  the  promi- 
ses made  lo  the  people  when  candidates  for  office. 
Nor  do  I  recognise  any  here  wi  snthorized  to  speak 
for  the  Presidsnt  elect.  He  came  into  power  on 
the  pledge  that  he  would  carry  out  reform  and  re- 
trenchmeat,  and  I  believe  he  will  (jilfil  his  prtnnl- 
ies  to  the  letter. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Administration  abont  re- 
tiring to  make  ample  proviuon  until  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  They  owe  it  10  themselves  and 
lo  the  eonniry;  justice  and  pelicy  both  demand  il 
at  their  hands.  Bot  suppose  they  do  not;  what 
theni  On  the  Van  Buren  party,  and  not  on  tbe 
friends  of  Genenl  Harrison,  will  rest  the  re^onai- 


biltty.  And  surely,  sir,  the  instruments  he  will 
select  to  carry  on  the  Goverement  will  have  tact 
and  sense  enough  lo  present  this  in  its  true  light 
before  the  people.  I  have  no  fears  for  the  coming 
Administration  of  General  Harrison.  I  believe 
that  distiognished  man  will  draw  around  him  ■per- 
sons of  talent,  who  will  aid  him  in  ascenainiog 
the  true  slate  of  the  country;  and  men  who  will  be 
able  lo  make  a  correct  exposition  of  its  affairs. 
That  he  will  encounier  difficulties,  is  very  certain; 
otherwise,  we  have  deceived  the  people  as  to,  the 
condition  of  the  coontry  and  the  Government. 
Bat  I  hope  he  will  meet  them  like  a  man;  and,  if 
he  proves  faithful  to  bis  trust,  the  people  will  siu- 
tain  him  in  any  emergency  that  may  arise. 

Daring  the  canvass,  we  were  in  the  habit  of  as- 
suminc,  as  a  correct  standard  for  tbe  expense<  of 
the  Federal  Government,  the  amount  of  appropria- 
tions per  annum  under  Ihe  administration  of  the 
genileman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  and, 
allowing  something  for  the  increase  of  population, 
Ihe  Florida  war,  &c.  to  compare  the  expenditures 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren  with  those  of  the  former.  What 
I  preached  then,  I  am'  willing  lo  practise  now;  and, 
for  one,  I  hold  my  political  associates  to  a  siriol 
and  rigid  accountability.  Instead  of  resorting  to  a 
loaa,  as  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr  BABNian,]  and  as  approved  by  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr,  Ri-rma,] 
instead  of  taxing  our  constiiuents  by  increasing 
the  tariff,  I  maintain  it  is  our  duty  to  try  first  re- 
trenchment and  reform.  A  loair  will  entail  on  ns 
a  permanent  national  debt,  to  which,  except  on 
extraordinary  occasions,  such  as  war,  I  am  entire- 
ly opposed.  It  is  with  Government  as  with  Indi- 
vid oals.  Money  loaned  for  ten  or  twenty  years 
creates  no  untaTincss  in  the  mind  of  the  borrower. 
He  maintains  his  habits  of  extravagance,  and 
makes  no  arrangements  to  liqnidate  the  deb',  be- 
cau.se  the  d<.y  of  payment  is  a  long  way  off.  Bat 
let  him,  instead  of  a  deed  in  trust,  give  his  bond 
payable  in  a  few  months,  and  at  once  he  will  make 
an  effort  to  meet  the  obliga'ion.  So  is  it  with  Go- 
vernment. Lend  us  money  for  ten  years;  and  in 
vain  may  you  look  for  retrenchment.  Bat  force 
us  to  redeem  our  notes  every  twelve  months,  and 
we  dare  not  incur  the  responsibility  of  exfavagant 
appropriations.  Sir,  I  respect  ihe  patriotic  profes- 
sions of  politicians  to  a  proper  etient,  but  my  ex- 
perience here  satisfies  m?  that  if  you  want  an  eco- 
nomical itnd  pare  Government,  you  must  keep  it 
poot !  Take  not  a  single  dollar  from  the  pockets 
ef  the  people  that  i.<i  not  absolutely  necessary  lo 
their  security  and  defence.   ' 

Tbe  honorable  member  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Bavveb,]  in  argning  in  favor  ef  borrowing 
money,  assigned  as  a  reason  "that  a  loan  would  ex- 
pose to  the  country  the  siaie  of  our  finances." 
But  surely  we  can  do  this  without  incurring  a  per 
maneni  national  debt;  for  if  you  borrow  money  it 
must  be  for  years,  not  months;  nobody  will  lend  it 
10  yon  for  a  .short  period.  A  competent  and  ho- 
nest Secretary  of  the  Treasury  can  very  soon  find 
out  the  state  of  onr  money  affairs.  The  remarks 
of  .Messrs.  Barnard,  Bell,  and  Evams,  had  con- 
vinced him  that  tbe  deficit  in  the  Treasury  is  great- ' 
er  ihan  ibe  revenae  will  fill  up,  "and  that  their eal- 
culatiens  as  to  the  estimates  put  this  question  in  so 
clear  a  point  of  view  as  to  remove  all  doubt." 
Now,  sir,  they  did  agree  as  lo  there  being  a  defi- 
ciency; Kut  what  was  Ihe  amount  of  that  deficien- 
cy was  altogether  another  affair.  They  all  arrived 
at  different  results.  For  instance,  one  says  it  is 
aboui  seven  millions,  while  another  bad  set  it  down 
at  fbrty  millions — a  mere  trifle  of  ihirty-tbree  mil- 
lions of  dollars  difference  between  two  gentlemen; 
and  yet  we  are  to  resort  to  a  "loan  to  expose  to 
the  country  tbe  irae  state  of  our  finances." 
Sir,  would  you  borrow  seven  millions  or  forty?  It 
is  is  obvious  lo  my  mind  that  none  of  them  can 
lell  the  real  deficiency  in  the  Treasury;  and  if  Ihetr 
data  and  estimates  are  so  satisfactory  to  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  I  must  confess  they 
weieh  little  with  me. 

Bot  suppose  this  money  is  borrowed,  bow  do  yon 
propose  10  pay  the  debil  Oh !  say  gentlemen,  let 
us  tax  luxuries;  and  a  mighty  dnst  is  kicked  ap  here 
lo  blind  ibe  eyes  of  Ihe  people  to  an  approaching 
tariff  and  on  extravagant  Government.    This  C17 
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is  all  very  fio«;  it  loanda  well  aad  may  soecefd;  it 
it  is  at  least  plaasible,  bnt  will  not  bear  mncb  scru- 
tiny. It  is  not  a  mere  qaestion  of  a  tax  on  wines 
and  silks.  There  is  much  mors  in  it  than  at  first 
meets  the  eye.  I  caonot  bat  regard'  t]ie  preposi- 
tion as  designed  to  spring  a  tariff  on  as  befoie  we 
ace  aware  of  onr  danger;  and  I  think  so,  notwith- 
Standing  the  many  di^aimers  that  we  have  heard 
orer  thci  way.  Sir,  onewonld  almoct  conclade 
there  were  lio  tariff  men  in  this  House — ''judicious 
tariff— moderate  tariff— jost  tariff,"  is  all  tbey 
want;  but  what  would  be  just,  moderate,  and  jndi- 
dons,  is  about  as  hard  to  find  oat  as  is  the  deficien- 
cy in  the  Trea&ury.  It  might  vary,  like  that,  from 
7  to  40  per  cent.  All  these  disclaimers  come  loo 
from  tariff  men,  and  if  they  were  eross-eicaminrd  a 
little  as  to  their  understanding'  of  the  compromise 
act,  the  end  and  object  of  this  moTemeni  would 
peraaps  be  pnt  "in  a  clear  point  of  view."  Sir, we 
bate  nothing  to  fear  from  an  open  tariff  question. 
Presidential  aspirations  will  prevent  that.  It  is 
a^tinsi  a  high  tariff  for  protection  in  dii^gnise  that 
we  most  gnar.d;  for  here  lies  the  danger.  But  I  do 
not  intend  to  ge  into  the  question  of  laying  a  tax 
'on  wines  aad  silks.  My  colleague  has  done  that  in 
a  much  abler  laanner  than  I  can,  and,  as  I  intend 
eirisiilating  his  speech,  it  is  unnecessary. 

As  my  lime  for  speaking  is  limited  by  the  rule 
adopted  this  morning,  which  takes  this  bill  out  of 
the  eommittec  in  some  twenty  or  thirty  minutes,  I 
must  avoid  a  regular  battle,  and  be  content  to  fire 
a  few  random  shot,  intending  to  write  out  what  I 
bare  no  chance  of  speaking  here.  This  mncb, 
however,  let  me  say,  that  the  qaestion  is  an  impor- 
tant one,  demanding  more  consideration  than  it 
can  receive  during  the  present  scEsion  of  Congress, 
if  the  whole  time  were  appropriated  to  (he  tabject. 
If  increased  taxation  is  necessary,  take  up  the 
whole  qaestion  of  the  tariff,  consult  alt  sections 
and  interests,  and  act  openly  and  deliberately.  Let 
OS  know  what  you  aie  about,  and  Irt  your  legisla- 
tion be  general,  not  partial.  'Why  this  bastel 
Moniht  will  elapse,  if  yoa  adopt  the  motion,  before 
the  dniies  will  commence— not  ami!  October  next— 
too  late  entirely  to  rvlieve  yotir  Treasury  of  its  pre- 
sent embarrassments.  I  have  no  objection  to  tax 
Iwriirus,  if  yon  will  relieve  yueetntUi  from  taxa- 
tion. I  will  go  with  you  to  tax  the  rich  man's 
silk  garments,  if  yon  will  go  with  me  to  take  cff 
your  enormoos  lax  on  the  poor  man's  blanket  and 
coarse  woollens  and  cottons.  I  will  tax  wine  if 
you  will  take  off  your  tax  on  salt.  I  have  no  ob< 
jection  to  imposing  a  moderate  duty  on  »ilks  and 
wines  for  the  purposes  of  revenue;  bnt  I  have  uo 
idea,  as  a  Souihera  man,  to  stand  by  quietly,  and 
see  luxuries  for  which  we  .exchange  our  prod  ace 
heavily  lazed,  while  those  exchanged  for  Northern 
manufacluies  come  in  free  of  daty.  I  do  not  want 
to  force  a  poor  man's  wife  to  give  up  her  silk 
gown,  and  compel  her  tu  wear  coarse  Northern  cot- 
ions  at  the  same  price.  Whv  not  lax  yonr  spices, 
dye-stnff:),  teas,  mahogany,  &c.  as  well  as  wines 
and  silksl  Bat  the  cry  is,  the  Treasury  i«  empty, 
and  how  are  we  lo  supply  the  riefitieacy?  Sir,  I 
^odM  advise  you,  instead  of  ctoiDg  this,  by  increas- 
ing the  taxes  oa  ihe  people,  lo  sindy  retrenchment 
and  reform;  to  practise  what  we  have  se  zealously 
proposed.  I  would  say  to  Oen.  Harrison,  as  a 
mead,siady  this  book,  (holding  up  ihe  blue-b»ok.) 
I  would  advise  him  to  act  on  the  precepis  con- 
tained in  the  speeches  of  the  gentlemen  from  Ohio, 
(Air.  Bond,)  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Oole,)  and 
others  of  our  party,  which  inculcate  reform.  Let 
him  abolish  ail  nseless  offices.  By  a  jhdicions 
^form  in  New  York  alone,  from  500,000  to 
|800,000  may  be  saved  yearly  in  the  collection  of 
the  revennr,  the  cost  of  collection  in  a  few  years 
having  gone  ap  to  eleven  from  four  per  cent,  with- 
out adequate  cause. 

Pnt  an  end  at  once  to_yonr  scrambling  system  of 
harbors  and  internal  improvements,  which  takes 
millions  out  of  yoar  Treasury,  in  most  cases  to  be 
literally  thrown  into  the sei.  This  we  have  a  right 
to  expect  fiom  General  Harrison,  who,  in  one  of 
his  letters,  nhen  a  candidate,  expressed  die  opinioB 
that  (his  was  a  matter  which  should  be  left  with  the 
States — the  time  having  gone  by  when  the  Federal 
GoTemment  could  advantageously  carry  it  on. 
Cease  bailding  you  marble  palaces  for  idle 


show,  when  plain  strnctures  will  ansvrer  every  pur- 
pose. 

Reduce  the  contingent  expenses  of  Congress  and 
the  Executive  Departments. 

Cut  down  your  overgrown  civil  list,  bodi  at  home 
and  abroad. 

Look  into  the  admiaistralion  of  the  military  and 
navy  departments;  your  commis^saries,  contractors, 
and  the  vast  number  of  agencies  over  Ihe  country; 
enough  here  may  be  saved,  by  jadicious  manage- 
ment, to  terminate  the  Florida  war  without  further 
draughts  on  your  empty  coffers. 

Modify  or  repeal  yonr  bounties  and  drawbacks, 
which  take  hundreds  of  thousands  from  the  Trea- 
sury to  no  useful  purpose,  and  which,  in  many 
cases,  have  become  crying  abases. 

Revise  yoar  pension  system;  for  it  is  connected 
with  enormous  frauds,  and  has  been  pushed  by 
Congress  far  beyond  the  limits  of  justice  and  pro- 
priety. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Caioliaa  [Mr, 
RiTRxa]  read  ns  a  wholesome  lecture  on  economy 
and  frugality;  but,  strange  to  say,  labored  hard  lo 
persuade  ox  into  the  noiioaof  an  extra  session, 
which  would  of  itself  cost  Ihe  country  some  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  pay  and  expenses  of 
Congress.  This  is  practising  what  yoa  preach  with 
a  vengeance  1  To  begin  your  system  of  retrench- 
ment by  incurring  an  unnecessary  expense  of  four 
hundred  ihousand  dollars,  when  the  gentleman 
himself  admiis  that  onr  funds  are  exhaosted,  and 
that  we  should  borrow  the  very  money  to  carry  it 
through.  It  may  be,  sir,  very  pruiieal  economy  in 
North  Carolina,  bat  does  not  tquare  with  onr  "ab- 
stract" notions  in  'Virginia. 

Puisne,  then,  I  say,  a  vigorous  system  of  re- 
treitehment,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Qen. 
Harrison  will  soon  save  money  enough  to  pay  all 
the  debts  of  this  Qovemment.  Mr.  Adams  ave- 
raged about  ihiiteen  millions  per  annum  for  peiP* 
manent  and  extraordinary  expenditures;  and  the 
great  interests  of  the  country  were  in  quite  as 
flourishing  a  condition  as  when  we  expended 
thirty  or  forty  millions.  It  is  not  so  much  the 
amoanl  of  appropriations,  as  the  manner  of  dis- 
bursing them,  that  does  good  to  the  eountry.  I 
found  fault  with  the  manner  as  well  as  the  amoont 
under  Mr.  Van  Baren,  tboagh  some  of  onr  Whig 
friends  now  do  not  stem  to  regard  the  amount  as 
so  enormsns,  and  argue  as  if  twenty  millions  per 
annum  was  qot  enough.  I  repeat,  sir,  the  decla- 
ration thai,  with  a  cireful  administration  of  (he 
dvil,  naval,  and  military  de'partments,  and  that 
of  Indian  affairs,  snch  a  retrenchment  may  be  ear- 
ried  out,  wiihaul  the  passage  of  a  single  law,  as 
will  enable  us  to  pass  through  the  present  year 
witboat  serious  difficulty  or  embarrassmeot. 

But,  at  the  same  time  that  the  cry  of  deficiency ! 
defieiencyl  is  sounded  in  this  Hall,  and  comes  back 
to  us  from  all  parts  of  our  widely  extended  country 
— &t  the  same  lime  that  the  proposition  is  pending 
in  this  wing  of  theCipitol  to  increase  the  taxes  and 
burdens  of  onr  constiiuents,  an  effort  is  strenuously 
urged  in  the  Senate  to  take  from  a  bankrupt  Trea- 
sury three  or  four  millions  of  dollarjs  ari-^ing  from 
the  sales  of  oar  public  lands,  and  di.-^tribaie  it 
among  the  States  to  enable  them  to  pay  tbeir  enor- 
moDts  debts  at  home  and  abroad.  The  corrupting 
and  injarioos  tendency  of  this  distribution  scheme, 
the  fatal  blow  it  would  inflict  on  the  independence 
of  the  States,  making  them  "pensioners  on  the 
bounty"  of  the  Federal  Government,  is  so  happily 
illustrated  in  the  speech  of  my  colleagu:  that  I  sha'il 
say  but  liule  on  the  subject.  Whatever  arguments 
might  be  used  in  favor  of  distribution  with  abun- 
dant resources,  surely  no  man  can,  in  the  present 
state  of  our  finances,  for  a  moment  entertain  tuch 
a  thought,  unless,  throngh  its  i[nstrumen<ality,  he 
seeks  to  inflict  on  ns  a  high  protective  tariff.  They 
are  parts  of  the  same  policy:  the  adoption  of  one, 
as  a  necessary  consequence,  leads  to  Ihe  other.  A 
loan  is  intended  as  tb«  basis  of  a  national  bank; 
distribation  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  as 
the  entering  wedge  for  the  assumption  of  State 
debts;  and  a  high  tariff  as  providing  the  means  of 
payment.  They  all  go  hand  in  hand  together;  they 
are  links  in  the  same  chain  of  consolidation,  and, 
if  not  broken,  will  bary  the  so verei^iyof  the  States 
imder  the  rains  of  our  Democratic  institutions. 


The  quistion  of  distribo  lioa  at  this  liime  is  »  W7 
different  one  from  former  pr--posii';oiis  of  tUi  1^ 
racier.  Now  it  is  propo.-ed  to  uke  nearirai 
qnarier  of  the  whole  rsveane  of  the  TJnivd  Su 
and  give  it  to  the  several  States,  when  ihai  lenic 
is  admitted  on  all  hands,  especially  by  those  ik 
are  in  favor  of  this  scheme,  to  be  inadeqoaK  to  oe 
wants.  Whereas,  when  the  subject  was  hefon  » 
der  consideration,  the  Treasury  was  burdeseivii 
an  enormons  surplus,  alike  inconvenient  10  ikQt. 
vemment  and  dangerous  to  the  well  being  o{  it 
coontry.  Many,  therefore,  who  approved  it  win 
we  had  a  "vicious  snrplos,"  may  now,  wiihosik. 
consistency,  oppose  it  with  &  barren  Tieasnrj. 

Conscious  of  the  abaurdity  of  "dtstriinuiej  1 
deficiency,"  (as  my  colleague,  Mr.  Wise,  propolj 
terms  it,)  and  of  the  fatal  objeiJiion  to  ibe  ^af^ 
sition  to  be  drawn  from  a  deficiency  in  ike  Tb»- 
aary,  the  advocates  of  the  policy  gravely  auiaiaa 
that  it  is  an  as&amption  of  power  on  our  part  m 
nse  this  mpney  for  the  ordinary  pnrpoaesof  Go- 
vernment; and  rely  on  the  deeds  of  ceraoa  to  ik 
United  States  in  proof  of  their  posiiiim.  Bst  tkm 
is  no  expression  to  be  found  in  any  of  ibea  ia- 
strnmtnts  which  warrants  this  eonstruoioii;  vi 
certain  I  am,  no  man  can  be  hardy  eaoa^  n 
maintain  that  it  is  in  accordance  with  (he  spoi: 
and  intent  of  the  deeds,  and  thai  (he  parties  ihetcs 
contemplated  at  the  time  any  inchporpose.  B« 
this  argument  has  been  blows  to  the  via^  it  ii 
nilerly  indelensible.  Ai  to  the  consiitational 
.  power,  I  have  bat  a  single  observation  lo  make: 
Can  this  Government  derive  power  from  any  oihs 
source  than  the  Consliintiool  Can  a  Re^vblieu 
of  the  State  Rights  school  look  for  powei  (or  tbe 
Federal  Government  in  any  other  qoaiter  vulioei 
destroying  the  fundamental  article  of  his  eitedl  It 
the  coQcla.sion  of  bis  eloquent  atddre»,  the  ps^ 
man  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  RatmzbJ  eodontd 
his  old  creed  of  nnllificalion.  Sir,  I  am  glad  u 
hear  him  claim  still  to  be  A  nullifier;  for,  if  it 
doctrines  of  his  speech  be  carried  out  by  the  n- 
coming  Administration,  it  will  not  be  Uag,  ia  ■? 
humble  judgment,  before  he  will  again  ban  to  ^^ 
sort  to  "nullification  as  the  righiful  remedy.''  I 
listened  to  his  speech  with  much  attentios— <t  m 
a  handsome  affair— but  I  must  say,  i(  was  tk  bm 
tariff  speech  that  has  been  made  dnricg  the  vbok 
debate. 

But  I  hftve  another  objection  to  ihe  disiteus 
scheme  of  still  greater  force,  representim;,  as  I  do, 
the  inosi  important  naval  siaiion  ia  (be  Vasd 
S(aies.  I  believe  a.  more  fatal  blow  to  it  sir; 
could  not  be  given  than  tp  adopt  this  pcUey.  0«t 
begin  the  system,  and  yon  will  find  erery  efiioc. 
herein  vain  to  obtain  an  £ppropriatioaf<:r  t^ 
branch  of  your  service  adequate  to  i«  wuusaBJ 
the  exigencies  of  the  country.  In  the  fctaata 
that  will  follow,  how  few  will  be  found  ta  time 
(he  interests  of  the  navy !  Think  yos  a  Slaie 
owing  some  twenty  or  foity  millions  of  forein 
debt  will  give  up  its  share  of  pablie  pEmi&r  w 
strengthen  this  right  arm  of  our  defenoe,  as^  is 
lieu  thereof,  consent  10  tax  its  citjzats  (0  the 
amount  so,  released!.  No  man  aor  rites  \a 
make  a  speech  in  Congress  who  does  not, 
before  be  Mts  down,  eoteitain  as  wiih  pain- 
otic  bursts  of  eloquence  abont  the  navy.  We  haw 
metaphors  without  bounds,  and  similes  wiihsae 
number,  well  turned  sentences  and  foonded  jt- 
riods,  wilh  eulogistic  harangues  on  onr  gallvii  >n 
—real  Fourth-of-Joly  orations.  Well,  sir,  tfcs  s 
all  well  enough;  it  is  an  evidence  of  the  ^mi  it 
vor  in  which  the  navy  is  held  by  the  people,  rtct 
politicians  are  lavish  in  expressions  of  dteiratitei- 
to. its  interests,  and  of  admiration  for  ihekenK 
achievements  of  its  sons.  Daily  is  ii  raaf  ia  cec 
ears  that  the  navy  is  neglected;  thai,  eeapam 
with  that  of  France,  England,  Russia,  ens  *i= 
Turkey  and  Egypt,  it  is  contemptible  as  to  SBKa> 
cal  force;  and  that,  should  war  ensue  vilhKR{^ 
our  eommerce  mast  be  swept  from  the  oceaa.  A. 
this,  sir,  is,  alas !  too  true,  as  the  gentlemaa  (nt 
Michigan  [Mr.  Crabt]  and  myself,  some  tvaraa 
itgo,  in  this  very  hall,  fully  pointed  out,  in  oar  i- 
tack  on  the  Board  of  Commissioners.  Oar  font' 
cations  are  aUo  declared  to  be-inaeoeditios  c 
utter  wotthlesuiesg  for  defending  ow  citiei  at 
coasts;  few  of  them  compteied,  aad  aMcaesa 
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an  effeeiiTe  armament.  Every  tyro  in  naval  or 
military  affairs  talks  about  steam  ships,  steam  bat- 
teries, La  Paixhan  gans,  (sixty  pounders,)  and«hell 
shot;  and  one  not  used  to  the  gascooading  style  of 
debate  here  would  sometimes  think  Wasbingion 
city  wa*  invaded,  and  that  a  foreign  steamer  was 
playing  bombs  on  the  Capitol  itself.. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  most  be  confessed  that  these 
great  interests  have  been  most  shamef  ally  neglected. 
We  bave  had,.heretofore,  the  means  to  carry  on  a 
proper  system  of  national  defence;  and  Congress, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  has  made  liberal  provision. 
Those  entroaicd  with  the  saperintendence  of  the 
military  departments  bave  been  wanting  in  know- 
ledge or  disposition  to  make  ihem  efficient.  Look, 
for  instance,  at  the  enormons  sum  appropriated  by 
Congress  for  this  pntpoce,  which  has  been  returned 
to  the  $nrplas  fand  in  the  Treasury,  because  those 
entrusted  with  its  management  would  not  do  tbeir 
daty.  But  adopt  your  distribution  scheme,  with  an 
empty  Treasury,  and  you  may  bave  the  will  to 
bnild  np  your  navy  and  to  perfect  yoar  fortifica- 
tions, bat,  iir,  you  will  lack  an  important  ingredient 
—the  means — unless  you  incur  a  great  national 
debt,  like  England,  to  scourga  our  people,  and  grind 
tlie  laboring  man  to  the  dust.  Pass  the  disthbutioa 
law,  and  one  of  two'  things  you  must  do,  if  yon 
desire  to  keep  the  navy  even  on  its  present  fooling, 
and  all  admit  the  imperions  nueessity  for  enlarging 
it;  yon  mast  incur  a  debt,  or  create  an  enormous 
tariJBr;  and  from  the  day  that  the  destiny  of  the  navy 
is  connected  with  either  of  these  measures  may  be 
dated  it«  impsuding  destruction.  Our  relations 
with  England  ate  of  a  threatening  charaotrr.  No 
man  can  predict  when  die  war  trnaipet  of  this 
great  power  may  not  be  soonded  on  our  coast;  and 
yet,  in  the  face  of  this  .prions  danger,  with  an 
empty  Treasury,  a  disordered  currency,  a  crippled 
navy,  nnfinisbed  fortifications,  witbont  fonndhet 
for  cannon,  without  materials  of  war  and  for  ships, 
for  genilen^en  to  rise  in  titeir  places  and  propose  to 
rob  the  Treasoty  of  millions,  to  be  scattered  among 
the  Stales,  seems  to  me  mierly  irreconcilable  with 
th«  dictates  of  common  sense,  and  the  just  de- 
mands of  the  country  Bat  what  do  we  see?  Why,  . 
^y  coUeagne  the  other  day  had  given  his  views  on 
these  great  measures,  had  simply  avowed  his  opi- 
nions, when  two  ganilemen  rose  and  ezptes^d 
their  aufpicions  that  be  was  about  to  quit  the  Whig 
party.  Sir,  things  have  come  to  a  pretty  pass  if  we 
are  to  be  proscribed  pt  suspected  lor  advocating 
opinions  that  for  years  we  bave  openly  entertained. 

Mr.  Jbhifbr  beif  made  an  explanation  to  the 
-  effect  that  he  had  sa.dnoihiog  about  Mr.  Wise  be- 
iax  about  to  desert  his  patty. 

Mr,  Wisa  atked  whether  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  had  any  distrust  of  him. 

Mr.  JxNiraa  made  tome  reply  which  could  not 
be  heard. 

Itlr.  WiSK.  Well,  then,  I  suppose  the  gentle- 
men takes  it  for  granted  that  the  party  will  go  with 
Mm;  when,  at  the  same  ume,  who  knows  what  the 
measures  of  Qeneral  Harri^^on  will  be?  Were 
there  not  some  gentlemen  multing  principles  for. 
General  Harrison  before  he  caine  into  powert' 
But  when  it  was  not  known  what  the  principles  of 
the  coming  Administration  would  be,  how  ronld  it 
be  said  that  he  was  about  to  desert  his  pariyl  He 
(Mr.  W.)  did  not  lake  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land as  the  AdminisKatioa. 

After  some  farther  explanations  telween  himself 
and  Mr.  Jknifsr, 

Mr.  Wm«  observed  that,  had  it  net  teen  for 
other  gentlemen  expressing  ikeir  views,  what  ikty 
wonld  do,  &c.  he  would  never  have  said  a  word. 
Bat,  as  every  member  on  the  floor  who  bad  pre- 
viously spoken  bad  given  his  views  in  telation  to 
the  coming  Administration,  he  thought  it  was  as 
fair  for  one  as  for  another.  And  as  others  had  ad- 
ministered Iheit  little  nostrnms  for  the  cure  of  the 
disease,  he,  althongb  not  a  regular  physician, 
ihongbt  he  would  do  so  too. 

Mr.  Mallcrv  then  resumed  his  remarks,  and 
observed  that,  at  the  very  outset,  before  he  had 
spoken  a  moment,  he  had  been  taunted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  with  not  being  one  of  the 
party.  1  repeat,  sir,  (said  Mr.  M.)  that  the  bo- 
qorable  member  from  Maryland  shall  qot  nn- 
cbnreh  me.  I  worked  as  hard  in  the  late  canvasf 
SO 


as  he  did;  and  I  come  here  to'sustain  the  Admihis- 
iration  of  General  Harrison  in  all  good  faith,  and 
will  do  so  as  long  as  he  acts  en  the  principles 
which  brought  him  Into  power.  The  gentleman, 
top,  from  the  C'ty  of  New  York,  [Mr.  Monroe,] 
who  entertained  the  committee  a  few  days  since 
with  a  disquisition  on  common  schools,  had  twitted 
ns  with  oar  abstractions — "Virginia  abs'ractions" 
was  the  burden  of  his  song.  Sir,  I  will  tell  those  gen- 
tlemen that  Old  Virginia  cannot  boast  of  as  many 
common  schools  as  New  York;  bat  she  has,  per- 
haps, as  much  common  sense.  Had  the  gentle- 
men witneised  the  exhibition  in  this  ball  a  few 
momin;i  since,  of  certain  pupils  fiom  the  Slate  in- 
stitnlion  at  Lexington,  they  would  have  perceived 
that  our  people  were  sot  altogether  ignorant  of  the 
science  of  signs.  Sir,  we  understand  the  signs 
given  out  by  oifaers,  and  it  is  on.  lbs  faith  of  these 
si)tns,  as  well  as  words  that  we  are  acting.  I  have 
said  that  we  have  common  sense,  if  we  do  not 
abound  ia  common  schools,  tboogh  of  these  we 
have  a  few,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  they  are  fast 
increasing.  Perhaps  the  gentleman  [Mr.  MoNRor] 
has  never  hear  of  a  common  school  case  that  oc- 
curred in  the  common  school  S  ale  of  New  York, 
where  his  common  school  people,  in  the  plentitude 
of  tbeir  practical  wisdom  and  bard  sense,  were 
guilty  of  an  '  ab>traction"  that  far  surpasses  any 
haii-splitiiog  ever  done  in  the  Old  Dominion. 
The  case  was  tbi^i:  a  bridge  connected  with  a  rail- 
road line  leading  to  the  great  city  of  the  Empire 
Sta'e,  in  consequence  of  some  error  in  the  architec- 
tural skill  of  these  common  school  gentry,  gave 
way  with  a  tremendous  crash,  and  the  connection 
between  the  ends  of  the  railroad  was  kept  up  after- 
wards by  a  steamboat.  These  common  school 
gentlemen,  however,  with  their  usual  indnsiry,  set 
tbemselvet  to  woik  to  tepair  the  bridge,  and  in  a 
few  weeks  things  vere  all  straight  again.  '  The 
steamer,  being  no  longer  required,  wa^  ordered 
round  home  ;  but,,  ia  attempting  to  pass  down  the 
river,  it  was  discovered  that  she  could  not  get  un- 
der the  bridge,  it  never  having  before  occurred  to 
ihe  managers  th^i  they  c.  uid  all  >he  line  bave  ran 
the  boat  as  well  below  the  bridge  as  above  ii,  or 
enterei)  into  iheir  calculations  to  compare  the 
height  of  the  boat  wiih  the  space  under  the  bridge. 
The  steamer  was  finally  sold  fir  a  mere  song;  and, 
before  she  was  released  from  confinement,  was 
stripped  to  her  naked  timber.  [A  member  at  (he 
Reporier's  elbow  suggested  that  it  was  similar  to 
the  mason  who  bnilt  his  leg  in  a  chimney.] 

But  the  member  from  New  York  was  net  the 
only  one  who'  had  talked  of  our  "sbstraclions  " 
The  gKUtleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Rirnxa] 
did  not  spare  ns  Mr.  Chairman,  when  an  indivi- 
dual here  from  the  South  joins  in  this  hue  and  cry 
about  Virginia  principle;! — .abslractioDS,  as  they 
are  plea.°ed  to  call  them — I  always  set  it  down  as 
a  sure  sign  that  he  has  turned  Federalist  Now, 
sir,  if  to  oppose  a  high  tariff,  internal  improve- 
ments, a  splendid  and  extravagant  Government, 
and  all  in  connection  with  this  beggarly  distribu- 
tion, is  an  abstraction,  then,  for  one,  I  glory  in  be- 
ing a  Virginia  abnlractionist.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber, too,  indulged  in  some  invidions  comparisons 
between  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  and  spoke 
of  our  "former  glory,"  and  our  present  "thame  " 
I  have  not,  sir,  a  single  term  of  reproach,  not  an 
ankind  word,  or  a  harsh  epiihei,  to  apply  towards 
bis  State.  Between  his  coostiluents  and  mine  the 
best  feelings  and  relations  exist  We  live  side  by 
side,  and  we  trade  together.  We  are  almost  one 
and  the  same  people,  divided  only  by  an  artificial 
line  of  latitude,  nature  having  placed  no  barrier  be- 
tween ns.  I  gloried,  moreover,  in  the  gallant  stand 
which  bis  State  assumed  in  the  late  contest,  and 
rejoiced  as  much  at  her  victory  as  I  mourned  over 
our  own  defeat.  But  if  that  victory  is  to  be  used 
against  the  Republican  cause,  then,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, give  me  my  good  old  mother,  with  all  her 
"abstractions,''  her  constitotional  prudery,  if  you 
please,  even  in  the  decline  of  ber  greatness  and  re- 
nown. Give  me,  I  say,  the  Old  Dominion  in  pre- 
ference to  binsbing  North  Carolina,  in  the  aci  of 
prostituting  herself  to  the  genius  of  Federal  eonsoli^ 
dation. 

The  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina, 
IMr.  THOHPaoH,]  in  the  coarse  of  bis  eloquent  re< 


marks  the  other  day — for  that  genileOian  is  always 
eloquent — talked  somewhat  about  certain  "star- 
ga2ing  politicians"  "batting  their  heads  •gain.'U 
the  lamp  posts."  But  let  me  tell  the  genlieman 
there  are  more  sorts  of  star  gazing  than  one.  In 
admiring  the  horizon,  illuminated  by  the  brilliant 
rays  of  the  rising  sun  of  Power,  it  would  be  as  well 
occasionally  to  view  the  quarter  whenee  comes  the 
storm.  In  oor  eagerness  to  relieve  the.President 
elect  from  all  embarrassment,  we  shonid  not  forget 
the  interests  of  those  who  sent  ns  here.  We 
should  lock,  sir,  to  the  hnmfole  cabin  as  well  as  to 
the  paUcp.  These  movements  will  prodoce  great 
excitement  in  the  Soath.  There  ia  a  storm  ahead; 
and  when  it  barsts  upon  us,  it  will  sweep  from  the 
ocean  many  a  gallant  bark  that  now  sails  proudly 
before  the  breeze. 

Bat,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  those  who  ^terlain  and 
have  expressed  opinions  opposite  to  those  of  my 
colleague  and  myself,  are  to  succeed  in  patting  the 
ship  of  Stats  on  the  Federal  tack,  I  shall  never  re- 
gret the  course  I  pursued  in  supporting  Gen.  Har- 
rtson.  If  I  tm  deceived  as  to  the  principles  on 
which  he  will  administer  the  Gh>vtmment,  his  elec- 
tion, if  It  accomplifbes  nothing  else,  will  have  the 
effeet  of  breaking  down  party  trammels  in  the 
South,  and  henceforward  we  shall  meet,  not  on 
men  alone,  but  on  the  ground  of  principle.  In  the 
late  contes*,  men  of  all  creeds  united  together  to 
accomplish  a  common  object.  Laying  aside  our 
peculiar  notions,  we  united  in  one  mighty  struggle 
to  re.^cue  the  Constitution  from  the  Administration 
which  we  thought  endangered  its  safety,  and 
threatened  not  only  the  instiintions,  but  (he  liber- 
ties of  the  coontry.  We  succeeded,  and  I  am  wit- 
lisg  still  to  act  together  until  Ihe  great  werk  of  re- 
form is  perfected.  Bot,  while  such  is  my  desire, 
I  cannot  remain  unconcerned  when  the  impressien 
is  sooght  to  be  made,  that  my  opinions  will  be  In 
conflict  with  General  Harrison^  measures.  I 
draw  my  conclusions  from  his  letters  and  speeches, 
which  I  am  prepared  to  show  do  not  differ  fi'omihe 
principles  avowed  by  my  colleague  and  myself. 

If  the  question  again  comes  up,  whether  State 
rights  01  Federal  doctrines  are  to  shape  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  Goveromeni,  I  a^  prepared  for  Ihe 
contest.  Let  the  line  be  drawn  as  soon  as  gentle- 
men please.  Doff  oar  name  and  nniform,  and  take 
the  field  under  yoar  own  banners.  Unmask  yoar 
batteries,  and  we  fear  not  the  result.  Sir,  I  believe 
not  those  Who  tell  ns  that,  in  this  contest,  "oar 
Republican  General  Harrison"  will  be  against  Ihe 
Republican  party,  and  will  lead  on  our  foes.  It 
emnot  be  troe — it  is  not  true. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  thus  expressing  my  opinions, 
I  am  actuated  by  no  factious  motives,  and  certain- 
ly by  no  wi.<h  to  embarrass  the  next  Admiaitm- 
tion,  or  produce  diicord  among  our  friends.  As  a 
citizen  of  ibis  Republic,  and  as  a  representative  of 
Ihe  people,  I  have  a  right  to  speak  freely  of  public 
meii  and  their  measures;  and,  come  what  may, 
while  I  have  a  seat  in  this  Hall,  I  shall  eontinae  to 
exercise  this  privilege  on  all  proper  occasions. 
Conscious  that,  in  what  has  been  said,  I  have  en- 
deavored to  discharge  my  doty,  I  rely  for  support, 
hot  OQ  the  approving  smile  of  any  man  or  set  of 
men  here,  bat  on  the  good  sense,  the  justice,  and 
liberality  of  my  censiituents  at  home. 

DEBATE  ON  THE  TRBASOftY  NOTE  BILL. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  RAYNER. 

OF  NORTH  CAROUNA, 
/»  tht  Ht»i>e  of  ReprttefaaliBa,  Fttruory  5, 1841 — 
On  the  bill    providing  for  an  isjue  of  Treasory 

Notes. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  Treasary  notes 
to  the  amonot  of  five  millions  of  dollars  being  nu- 
tter consideration,  and  Mr.  Birmaro  of  New  York 
having  moved  to  strike  out  Ihe  enacting  clause 
of  the  bill,  giving  notice  that,  if  the  motion  pte- 
vailed,  and  a  report  to  that  effect  sboold  be  tnat  to 
the  House,  he  would  then  offer  the  following  nso- 
lution: 

Raolved,  That  the  aubject  of  malriog  proTjaion.for  Um 
waou  or  tba  Treuury  be  referred  l>ack  u>  the  Commtuee  of 
W«n  and  Meaoe,  wllh  ln«rucUan»— 

Flrat.  -To  bring  in  a  bill  auttaorialng  the  SecreUrr  of  tbe 
Treasury  to  borrow  tenmiliona  of  dollars  on  the  eredtt  of  the 
Ooremmeot,  and  to  iasoe  bonds  or  ecrip  IhateCw. 

Becond.    To  bring  in  a  bill  impoeing  datiea  for  addlUoo*! 
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H.  ot  Reps. 

nTeime  on  wines,  silka,  line»,  apices,  and  other  aniclee,  be- 
ing luxuries,  imported  into  ihe  Untied  Slater,  but  in  aiich 
mannsr  as  not  tu  coeflict  with  the  principle!,  policy,  and  api- 
ritof  the  act  of  March,  1833,  oooimoDljt  oalled  ''ihe  Compro- 
mieeAct" —  , 

Mr.  RAYNER,  of  North  Carolina,  ipoke  as 
follows: 

He  said  be  shoald  vote  against  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  sow,  as  he  did  at  the  last  session; 
bat  that  he  was  willing  to  vole  for  a  loan,  and  for 
adiUlional  duties  on  articles  of  luxury,  as  conlem- 
plaied  by  the  resolution  of  the  geniieraan  from 
Ifew  York.  Setting  aside  the  dispnted  question  as 
to  the  constitutional  poner  of  Congress  to  i;sae 
Treasury  note/^,  about  which  (said  Mr.  R.)  I  shall 
Ttalure  tto.opiQion  now,  yet  I  oppose  the  measure 
OQ^rounds  of  ineipediency.  I  believe  that  a  crisis 
has  arrived  in  our  financial  affairs  which  requires 
a  remodelling  of  the  system  which  must  soon  be 
met,  and  that  this  issue  of  Treasury  notes  is  calcu- 
lated to  put  off  to  a  future  day  that  which  requires 
immediate  attention.  I  look  upon  it  as  deceptive 
in  iu  character,  and  calculated  to  conceal  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  conatry  the  embarrassed  and 
ruinous  condition  of  the  National  Treasury.  It  is 
also  oalcalaied  to  screen  from  a  just  lespousibilily 
the  condemned  authors  of  that  system  of  misrule 
which  ha»  bankrapiod  the  Treasury,  and  well  algh 
dishonored  the  nation.  For  whilst  it,  in  fact,  en- 
tails npoo  the  Oovernment  a  debt — a  national 
debl,.ia  every  sense  of  the  word — yet  so  much 
magic  is  there  in  a  name,  thai  those  who  have 
for  years  been  resorting  to  this  system  have  as 
anirormly  denied  that  they  have  imposed  upon 
the  country  a  national  cfebl;  but  insisted  that  they 
weie.ooly  using  temporarily  the  credit  of  the  Go- 
vernment. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  right  that  there  should  no  longer  be 
practised  any  deception  on  this  subject.  It  is  right 
ibat  the  true  situation  of  the  .Treasury  should  be 
made  known  to  the  country.  It  is  right  that  the 
authors  of  the  financial  embarrassments  under 
which  we  are  now  suffering  should  be  held  to  a 
strict  accountability.  Let  them,  in  the  few  days  of 
power  which  they  have  left,  confess  that  ib«  Trea- 
sury is  empty,  that  the  country  is  in  debt,  that  funds 
are  neces!«ry  to  save  the  honor  and  credit  of  the 
nation,  and  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  a  loan;  I 
will  vote  for  it,  although  it  shall  be  with  a  protet- 
fontlo  against  the  wasteful  extravagance  which  has 
rendered  it  necessary.  Sir,  it  the  QovernmeDt  is 
m  debt,  without  the  means  of  paying,  the  people 
should  know  it;  they  should  alM  know  the  amount 
of  that  debt,  under  whose  marui,gement  it  has  been 
incurred,  and  the  manner  and  terms  on  which  it  is 
to  be  paid. 

The  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  as  I  have  before 
said,  is  only  putting  off  the  day  of  settlement, 
and  thrijwiog  it  on  tbo^e  who,  while  they  have 
foretold  and  pretested  against  the  present  evils, 
will  yet  be  charg(d,when  the  day  of  reckoning 
comes,  with  having  incurred  the  debt,  for  the 
payment  of  which  they  are  now  making  provi- 
sion 

If  Treasury  notes  Im  constitutional— about 
which,  as  I  said  before,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to 
express  an  opinion — yet  I  do  not  consider  this  to 
be  an  occasion  when  it  is  proper  to  resort  to  them. 
It  may  be,  that  in  cases  of  emergency  which  can- 
not be  foreseen  or  provided  for— as  war,  or  a  sud- 
den revulsion  in  the  trade  and  leventie  of  the  coun- 
try.—the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  might  not  only  be 
expedient,  but  absolutely  necessary;  when  the  inte- 
rest, the  honor,  and  the  plighted  faith  of  the  country 
were  in  danger  of  being  compromised.  Sadden 
and  unexpected  difficulties  not  only  require,  but 
jusiify  extreme  and  uansual  rs.-nedies.  But  such  is 
not  the  cai,e  at  the  present  time.  The  horrors  of 
war  have  not  suddenly  burst  upon  q",  and  th«  dif- 
ficulties which  beset  the  trade  and  eommeree  of  the 
country,  so  far  from  being  cuddeu  and  unexpected, 
have  been  gradual  in  tbeir  approach,  long  seen,  and 
long  felt.  Then,  not  being  suddenly  called  upon  to 
provide  against  some  unfure;een  disaster,  I  inxist 
upon  it  ihat  toe  should  t^ke  time  to  view  ihe  whole 
field  of  dilB^aLv,  throw  the  responsibility  where  it 
properly  belongs,  and  resort  to  such  means  as 
■hall  be  consistent  with  the  obligations  we  owe  to 
the  country,  and  Ihe  duty  which  we  owe  to  ourM<v<a 
1  speak  a.1  a  member  of  the  Whig  party — m  » 


member  of  that  party  which  long  foresaw  and  long 
-forewarned  ihe  country  agai  ist  the  measures 
which  have  reduced  us  to  this  ruinous  and  almost 
degraded  condition.  Sir,  I  '^o  not  ebowe  to  be 
driven,  by  this  cry  of  the  "immediate  wants"  of 
the  Oovernment,  about  which  we  have  beard  so 
much,  to  the  commisxion  of  an  act  which  I  not  only 
believe  to  be  inexpedient  and  unwise  at  the  present 
time,  but  which,  while  it  is  ralculated  to  relieve 
the  guilty  from  responsibility,  will  throw  the  odium 
of  &eir  misdeeds  upon  those  who  are  to  succeed 
them. 

As  to  the  indebtedness  of  the  Government,  with- 
out the  means  of  making  payment,  there  is  no 
difference  of  opinion  here.  Tnat  more  money  will 
be  nquired  than  can  be  supplied  by  the  accruing 
revenue  for  the  present  year,  must  be  admitted  on 
.  all  hands.  As  to  the  deficit  which  exists,  and  the 
amount  which  will  be  required  for  the  present 
wants  and  future  demands  during  the  year,  is  a 
point  of  controversy.  I  shall  attempt  to  show,  be- 
fore I  conclude,  lhat  it  is  much  larger  than  can  be 
gathered  from  the  obscure  and  cunningly  devised 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  ques- 
tion is,  how  is  the  requisite  sum  to  be  raised?  Af- 
ter a  great  and  unexampled  victory,  the  Whig 
party  ia  about  to  come  into  power,  and  they  find 
the  Oovernment  crippled  in  its  resources,  and  beni 
down  by  years  of  pressure.  We  now  have  to  ap- 
ply the  remedy.  We  now  have  to  raise  the  means 
of  enabling  the  country  to  comply  with  its  obliga- 
tions, to  repair  its  shattered  defences,  and  to  save 
the  national  honor.  I  am  willing  to  do  this,  but  I 
cannot  consent  that  a  discomfited  enemy  shall  dic- 
tate the  way  lu  which  it  is  to  be  done;  still  less  am 
I  willing  to  aid  in  screening  that  enemy  from  publ  c 
indignation  by  assuming  the  responsibiliiy  which 
should  rest  on  him.  And  if  we  have  nothing  to 
hope  from  an  obstinate  and  perverse  majority  here — 
if  this  measure  is  to  be  presented  to  us  as  the  tilti- 
matttin,  as  the  only  relief  which  they  will  consent  to 
give,  I,  for  one,  am  for  "biding  my  lime,"  and  am 
willing  to  wait  till  those  who  truly  represent  the 
interests  and  wishes  of  the  people  shall  have  assem- 
bled here. 

I  have  stated  that  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  a 
loan,  and  feeling  as'^ured,  as  I  do,  that  five  mil- 
lions will  not  be  more  than  half  sufficient  to  meet 
the  deficit  for  the  present  year,  I  am  willing  to  vote 
for  the  ten  millions  contemplated  by  the  resolniien 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  I  prefer  a  loan, 
because  it  will  reveal  to  thit  country  the  actual 
oondition  of  the  Treasury,  and  I  prefer  that  it 
^ould  be  authorized  by  the  same  men  whose 
measures  have  forced  ns  to  this  alternative. 
Those  who  have  contracted  the  debt,  and  squan- 
dered the  means  of  carrying  on  the  Government, 
should  tnke  the  responsibility  of  making  provi- 
sion for  both.  Paying  a  debt  is  not  incurring 
a  debt.  It  may  be,  and  it  will  be,  that  the  Admi- 
nistration to  succeed  the  one  now  in  power  will 
be  compelled  to  provide  the  means  of  paying 
the  debt  already  inemrtd,  and  of  meeting  the 
deficit  growing  ont  of  the  shock  given  to  trade 
and  commerce  by  the  destructive  policy  of  the 
present  party  in  power.  And  I  wish  How,  in  ad- 
vance, to  call  the  attention  of  this  House  and  of 
the  country  to  the  fact  that  any  measure  of  relief 
hereafter  to  be  resorted  to  by  the  coming  Adminis- 
tratioa  will  be  the  inevitable  result  of  the  policy  of 
the  present  Administration.  If  the  country  is  in 
debtj  that  debt  must  be  paid;  if  there  is  a  deficiency 
in  the  revenue  for  the  present  year,  that  deficiency 
must  be  provided  for;  and  if,  iu  applying  the 
means  for  either,  t^e  country  if  pressed,  let  not 
those  be  blamed  who  make  the  provision,  but  those 
who  forced  it  upon  them.  Sir,  I  make  these  re- 
marks because  it  is  very  apparent,  from  the  tone 
of  the  debate  on  the  other  side,  as  well  as  of  the 
presses  in  their  i^upport,  that  this  is  to  be  the  basis 
of  an  organized  opposition  against  General  Har- 
rison's administration.  And  now  I  charge  in  an- 
ticipation, and  I  call  upon  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  to  nnte  what  I  say,  yon  have  squandered  the 
public  treasure;  you  have  crippled  the  resonrces  of 
the  country  by  your  war  upon  commerce  and 
credit;  you  are  about  to  go  out  of  power,  after  hav- 
ing planged  the  country  in  debt,  and  deprived  it  of 
the  means  of  meeting  its  necenaiy  e^peDdiluies; 


and  upsn  your  heads,  and  youis  a!one,  let  the  le* 
sponsibilily  rest.  And  in  providing  the  means,  as 
we  shall  hereafter  be  compelled  to  do,  to  pay  for 
yonr  extravagance,  and  to  supply  the  deficiency 
caused  by  your  warfare  upon  commerce,  let  it  not 
be  said,  for  in  truth  it  cannot,  that  we  have  (■• 
poaed  upon  the  country  a  national  ddit. 

If  the  interest  of  the  country,  in  a  peeoniary 
point  of  view,  is  to  be  consulted,  a  loan  moat  be 
preferable  to  Treasury  notes.  Treasury  noin,  with 
four  and  a  half  millions  now  outstanding,  and 
bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent  are  now,  I 
learn,  from  one-half  to  three-fourths  per  cent,  be- 
low specie  par.  These  Treasury  notes  are  rtissaa- 
ble,  let  it  Im  recollected,  until  the  31st  March,  erf 
the  present  year.  Authorize  the  issue  of  five  mil- 
lions more,  or  ten  millions,  as  contemplated  by  ibe 
amendi9)t  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Wii'B,]  and  as  you  thus  increase  the>r  amonBi,yon 
lessen  their  valae.  It  may  be  said,  these  Ttvatmy 
notes  yre  paid  out  to  the  public  creditor  at  par,  and 
received  from  the  pubtte  debtor  at  par.  But,  sir, 
is  it  right,  with  all  yoor  professioas  about  a  apede 
currency,  and  all  your  oenunciatioas  of  paper,  to 
receive  the  public  dues  in  a  medium  less  valaaU* 
than  specie,  whilst,  according  to  the  provisioDS  of 
the  Sab-Treastiry  law,  yon.  are  compelled  to  eoDeet 
one-half  of  the  revenue  in  gold  and  silver  after 
Uie  4th  July  nexit  And  is  it  right  to  compel  Ae 
public  creditor— or  leave  him  no  other  altemaiivie, 
which  is  the  same  thing — to  receive  ibe  amowii 
due  him  in  a  medium  less  valoable  than  speeie, 
after  all  Ihe  clamor  we  have  htard  about  the  ia»- 
posiiions  of  banks,  and  the  worthlessaess  of  paper 
moneyt  Treasury  notes,  like  all  odier  bills  of 
ciedit,  cannot  long  maintain  their  noniiaal  vatae, 
as  has  been  proven  by  the  history  of  all  Oovera- 
ments  that  have  ever  resorted  to  ihea.  In  fact, 
they  are  a  sort  of  revolutionary  currency  at  best, 
never  resorted,  to  by  Governments  except  wfaea 
in  exfremii;  and  when  they  have  no  other  mode  of 
supplying  their  coffers,  and  of  sustaining  their 
credit.  They  remind  me  too  strongly  <^  eoa- 
tinental  paper  money,  and  the  assigntnta  of 
revolotionaqr  France,  to  receive  my  saae- 
tion.  Owing  to  th^  uncertain  and  flaenn 
aiing  character,  as  to  the  time  and  aatoaat 
of  their  issues,  capiialists  are  afraid  to  in- 
vest in  them;  and  as  a  currency,  liiey  are  en- 
tirely unsnited  to  the  public  convenience.  And  all 
Ihe  patchwork  of  legislation  to  which  yon  may  r- 
sort  cannot  acquire  for  them  the  eonfidenee  and 
conntenanca  of  the  commercial  commnnitv.  Bat 
resort  to  i.  loan,  issne  yonr  scrip,  redeemable  «■ 
lime,  with  a  fixed  rate  of  interest,  aod  yoa  ereata  a 
stock  in  which  capitalists  will  seek  lo  invest  their 
money;  and  this  stock,  so  far  from  sdling  at  a  dis- 
count, will  command  a  premium.  I  undeniaad 
that  the  stock  issued  by  the  Oovemnaent  in  1839, 
■23,  and  ■24,  although  redeemable  at  pleasaie,  sold 
at  a  premium  of  two  per  cent.  If  isned  on  time, 
it  would  be  worth  more;  but  at  two  per  eent.  the 
Oovernment  would  save  two  hundred  Ihiiiiiwiiil 
dollars  in  a  loan  of  tea  millions.  If  y«ni  imae 
Treasury  notes  inade  retamable  in  one  year,  yon 
are  only  postpening  the  evil,  which  will  be  aggx*- 
vaied  when  the  time  of  presentation  arrives.  For, 
as  I  shall  attempt  lo  show,  the  deficit  in  Ae  Trea- 
sury is  not  a  temporary -one,  but  a  permanent  one 
which  cannot  be  supplied  unless  iheimptvls  shonM 
be  increased  beyond  any  reasonable  caienlati«it,  or 
the  duties  on  those  importi,  or  a  portion  of  theiB, 
should  be  raised.  So  that,  at  the  time  these  Trea- 
sniy  notes  shall  return,  the  Treasury  will  need  all 
its  available  means  in  order  to  meet  ihe  nuiisaiy 
and  current  demand*  of  the  Oovemmcnt. 

That  there  b  a  deficit  all  agree.  Tlie  qoestiim 
is,  bow  huge  is  it  likely  to  be  during  the  preseat 
ycart  I  have  do  donbt  that  it  will  be  mere  dna 
ten  millions;  it  certainly  will  if  Cong:i««s  passes 
Ihe  appropriations  that  are  absolutely  ■eeeesaiy  fas 
the  country.  It  is  true,  we  can  make  the  expeadi- 
tures  any  amount  we  please,  no  matter  how  sawll, 
if  we  are  disposed  to  disband  the  army,  to  lay  op 
the  navy,  desert  our  fortifications,  saq)end  oar 
foreign  intenxinrse,  dbe.  -  In  reading  the  report  oC 
the  Secretary  of  th«  Treasury,  I  was  stmek  with 
the  time-ierving  and  dirgraoeful  proposition  hs 
has  made,  for  the  purpose  of  presertisf  a  balaace 
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in  the  Treasuiy  at  tba  end  or  ihe  jrear.  He  says: 
*Bot  lh«  pntemtiott  of  a  nltatile  balance  in  the  Treasury 
may  require  more  ilian  what  will  pmiMbly  be  left«ftsr  mlimtf- 
lag  other  pacpoaaa.  Tba  raiamgof  any  aam  for  that  otject  in 
iMl,  could,  howerer,  be  obTiated  by  aoUiorising  a  contract  to 


ould  be,  wl 

teoelofl  oriliii  kimi,  or  a  loan,  or  a  ronner  iiaue  of  Trearary 
noK%  or  a  chaOKe  In  the  tariff,  but  merely  by  leaenlng  the  ap- 
propriations for  the  service  of  1641  below  the  eatimaica,  or  by 
passing  such  ^elaniory  clauses  as  to  the  present  tariS  and 
such  acts  as  to  ths  pnblie  lands,  as  bare  iiefetofore  been  nrged 
on  the  oooiidaiatioo  ol  Congreas." 

Now,  bercistheSeerelaryof  the  Tceasury,  an 
officer  whose  espeeial  doty  it  is  to  submit  an  esti- 
mate ot  all  the  expeaditnres  Dteessary  for  the  Go- 
TwiimMit,  propoBing,  in  one  swetpiog  elanse,  to 
lessen  ihe  appro^irialioDB  below  the  estimates,  witb- 
oat  spe^ying  any  items  of  ezpendilnre  which  he 
would  eonld  down,  without  considering  the  abso- 
lute wants  and  sufferings  of  the  country,  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  show  of  economy,  now 
upon  his  retirement  from  office,  and  of  withdrawing 
attention  ftom  that  profligacy  and  extravagance 
that  haTe  bankiupted  the  OoTemment.  And  this 
is  Ihe  same  Levi  Woodbury  under  whose  admini»- 
tration  of  the  finances  f39,000,000  per  annum  bare 
been  expended,  withoni  a  raurnrar  against  extrava- 
gtaee  escaping  him.  No,  sir,  I  hope  no  such  illi- 
beral, narrow-minded  poiiey  is  to  be  pursued  here. 
As  statesmen  entrusted  with  the  interests  of  Ihe 
eonutry,  it  is  oar  bounden  doty  to  see  that  its  honor 
aud  character  shall  be  preserved,  and  all  its  main 
branebes  of  defence  shall  be  lustained;  and  if  there 
i»  a  defieiettcy  in  the  revenue,  growing  out  of  a 
long  period  of  misrule,  we  must  resort  to  other 
means — to  the  credit  of  the  QovHrnment;  relying 
upott  be  future  for  the  return  of  prosperity,  and  a 
replen  shed  TIreasury. 

Ths  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  estimates  the  ex- 
pmlit  res  for  the  year  1841  as  fellows,  viz: 
CivH,  J  iplomaticand  miscellaneous,  |3,450,740  13 
Miltta''y  .    7,735.440  94 

Naval'         .  .  .  :    S,445,339  31 

Besjd  es  these,  certain  permanent  ap- 

p  ropriatioDs  under  exittiaff  laws 

will  become  chargeable  on    the 

Treasury  during  the  next  year,  ih 

sums  as  follows: 

For  erdiiMwy  fmp»$ii. 
Military       .  864,000  00 

For  elker  fwrpom. 
Public  debt,  including  interest  and 

first  instalment  for  tbe  District  of 

Cktlnmbia  .  .  .      149,300  00 

Redeeming  Treasury  notes  .  .    4,300,000  00 


Amounting,  in  all,  to         .  .  #33,134,730  88 

Tbn  receipts  for  Ihe  same  year  he  estimates  as 

follows: 

Fnm  customt  .  .  #19,000,000 

From  lands    .  .  .      3,500,000 

From  miscellaneous   .  .  80,000 

Expected    balance   in   Ihe  Treasury 
available  on  1«  Jaouary,  1841       .      1,580.855 

Available  from  banks  .  330,000 

Treasury- notes  yet  issuable  undMr  the 

ast  of  31st  MMcb,  1840     .  349,618 


Amounting,  in  all,  to 


#34,733,473 


Thus  leaving  a  balance  on  1st  of  Jar 

naary,  1843,  of      .  .  .       #834,000 

Tnese  estimates  of  tbe  Secretary  have  been 
proven  to  be  entirety  illusory  and  deceptive.  The 
tables  in  bis  report  have  all  been  got  up,  worked 
out.  and  arranged  to  meet  a  coaelosion  to  which 
be  bad  resolved  to  arrive — that  the  expenditures  for 
the  present  year  should  fall  within  the  receipts. 
Heads  of  bureaus  have  declared  to  gentlemen  on 
this  floor  that,  in  Baking  their  reports,  ihey  were  re- 
quired to  cut  down  their  estimates  of  the  appropria- 
tions for  tbe  public  service,so  as  to  make  ibem  square 
with  tbe  predetermined  estimates  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  It  is  enough  lo  make  one  blush 
for  the  degredation  of  his  country,  when  he  sees  the 
minister  of  finance  so  far  for!;eifal  of  the  duties  of 
bis  station,  and  the  great  intereajs  of  the  nation,  as 
to  frame  his  report,  not  to  suit  tbe,  wants  and  rzi- 
gencies  of  the  country,  but  to  save  his  party  from 


the  charge  of  extravagance,  and  himself  from  that 
of  mismanagement. 

I  shall  not  aliempt  a  detailed  examination  of  tb'e 
various  items  of  income  and  expenditure  for  the 
present  year,  sabmilted  in  tbe  Secretary's  report; 
for  their  fallacy  and  duplicity  have  been  folly  and 
ably  exposed.  The  gentlemen  from  New  York, 
Maine,  and  Tennessee.  (tlde!>s(s.  Babnabd,  EvAifs, 
and  Bbll,}  have  placd  Ibis  matter  in  so  ciear  a 
point  of  view,  that  no  one  can  misunderstand  it  who 
is  not  wilfully  isnorant;  And  the  feeble  attempts 
that  have  been  made  to  refute  theif  calculations 
have  tended  to  makethc  conviction  still  stronger, 
that  Ihey  are  founded  on  data  which  cannot  be  con- 
troverted. 

As  before  staled,  ihe  Secretary  estimates  the  re- 
ceipts for  tbe  present  year  at  #34,380,855,  includ- 
ing the  Treasury  notes  issuable  under  the  act  of 
March  31,  1840.  Of  this  he  estimates  #19,000,000 
from  customs.  Now,  sir,,  is  it  reasonable  lo  sup- 
pose that  this  amonnt  will  be  received  from  ens- 
loins  during  the  present  yttrT  As  to  the  Secreta- 
ry's opiniob,  what  is  that  worth?  In  his  annual 
report  of  December,  1839,  he  estimated  the  re- 
ceipts from  customs  for  1840  at  #15,000,000,  and 
they  fell  short  #3,000,000;  and  t  learn  ihat  is  nearer 
than  he  ever  arrived  at  tbe  troth  ia  any  financial 
olcnlation.  Is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the 
income  from  customs  for  1841  will  b:  six  millions 
more  than  18407  Why  should  it  be?  Gentlemen 
say  last  year  was  one  of  great  pressure,  but  that 
trade  is  now  reviving,  and  that  the  importations  dur- 
ing tbe  present  year  are  likely  to  be  heavy.  It  is 
tcne  that,  since  the  election  of  Gkn.  Hareison,  con- 
fidence has  revived,  and  business  begins  to  pros- 
per, but  yet,  in  the  efforts  cf  the  banks  to  resume 
specie  paymeniK,  which  is  one  of  the  fruits  of  a 
restoration  of  confidence,  Ihe  piessnre  in  the  mo- 
ney market  must  for  a  time  continue.  It  is  only 
gradaally  that  business,  when  once  depressed,  can 
rrgain  iis  former  prosperous  condition.  And  if  the 
Snti. Treasury  i?  executed  according  to  the  express 
provisions  of  tbe  law,  as  General  Harrison  is 
bound  to  see  ihat  it  shall  be,  and  one- half  of  'he 
pitblic  due*)  after  July  are  collected  in  actual  spe- 
cie, it  will  crea'e  an  addiiioDal  demand  for  speieie 
at  the  very  lime  when  the  banks  will  be  endeavor- 
ing lo  strengthen  themselves,  and  when  Ihey  will  be 
least  able  to  spare  it.  And  my  word  for  it,  if  the 
Sub-Treasury  is  executed  according  lo  the  letter  of 
the  law,  yon  will  have  another  revulsion,  the  banks 
will  again  suspend,  business  will  be  prostrated, 
confidence  destroyed,  and  the  scenes  of  1837  be 
enacted  over  again.  The  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi [Mr.  Thompson]  sfoke  ol  tbe  large  imporia- 
tioos  now  on  their  way  here  across  tbe  Atlantic, 
Ihe  duties  on  which  were  lo  fill  the  Treasury.  Why, 
I  suppose  that  is  always  the  case  about  Ibis  season 
of  the  year.  The  importing  merchants  have  or- 
dered out  their  spring  supplies,  and  although  your 
ports  may  be' crowded  for  a  short  time,  about  the 
latter  patt  of  the  winter  or  beginning  of  spring, 
yet,  doring  the  summer  months,  you  may  scarcely 
hear  of  an  importation.  But  I  think  it  may  be 
safely  set  down  that  ihe  importations  next  fall  will 
be  very  th<n;  for  it  must  be  rerollected  tha>,  ac- 
cording to  tbe  terms  of  tbe  compromise  act,  tbe 
duties  on  all  articles  are  to  come  down  on  the  Isl 
January  next,  in  tbe  proportion  of  one-half  of 
their  excess  over  twenty  per  cent.  Then,  is  it  not 
reasonable  to  suppose  rhat  the  merchants  will  with- 
hold their  importations  till  after  the  1st  January, 
except  in  such  small  quantities  as  will  meet  a  ready 
sale?  Mod  assuredly  they  will.  Oiherwise,  their 
stock  remaining  on  hand  could  be  undersold  by 
those  importing  after  the  first  of  the  year.  Owing 
to  these  circumstance;,  I  do  not  believe  Ihat  the 
income  from  customs  for  1841  is  likely  to  etcesd 
that  of  1840.  But,  putlin?  it  at  a  medium  between 
#19,000,000,  as  estimated  by  the  Secretary,  and 
#13,000,000,  the  amount  received  in  1840,  and  we 
have  #16,000,0000,  which  is  a  liberal,  and,  as  I  be- 
lieve, an  over  estimate. 

Next  is  the  estimate  of  receipts  from  public  lands, 
which  the  Secretary  puts  down  at  #3,500,000.  This 
I  am  willing  to  allow,  although  I  understand  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  has  given 
it  »s  his  opinion  that  it  will  not  exceed  #3,500,000. 
Add  (0  tiMs  "miscellaneous,"  "expected  balance 


available  on  ths  Ist  January  next,''  the  sum  "due 
frem  banks  which  is  likely  to  be  made  available," 
and  "additirnal  means  arising  from  Treasury  notes 
antborized  to  be  issued  under  the  act  of  March  31, 
1840,"  aud  yoa  have  the  whole  meaos  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  for  the  year  1841,  amonntiog 
to  #21,733,473. 

.  Let  us  now  look  at  the  probable  expenditures— 
not  with  reference  to  tbe  very  smallest  amount  with 
wbitdi  the  Ooveiiiment  can  possibly  get  oa,  bat 
with  reference  to  the  actual  wants  and  neeessiiies, 
the  honor  and  character,  of  tbe  eonatry.  I  ses 
from  House  Document  No.  365  of  the  last  session, 
the  appropriations  for  the  '^vil,  miseellaoeotis, 
and  foreign  intercourse  for  the  year  1840"  amount- 
ed to  #4,513,545  05;  whereas,  in  the  estimates  for 
the  year  1841,  it  is  put  down  at  #3,450,740  13. 
Why  is  this?  The  member  from  Sjutb  Carolina 
[Mr.  RuETT]  insisted  that  #300,000  would  be  saved 
In  consequence  of  the  soorness  of  this  session 
compared  with  tbe  last.  But  then  genileihea 
on  Ihe  other  side  insist  that  we  intend  to  have 
an  extra  session.  Tbe  geatlemm  from  Mis- 
sissippi [Mr.  Thostfson]  said  he  could  ns  we 
were  determioed  oa  this.  If  we  do  have  an 
extra  session,  it  will  be  a  charge  on  the 
Qoverameat.  Aad  if  gentlemen  know  this, 
why  not  provide  the  means  of  meeting  it?  I  cer- 
tainly know  nothing  of  the  purpojes  of  General 
Harrison,  or  of  those  whose  counsel  he  will  seek; 
I  have,  however,  but  little  doabt  an  extra  session 
will  be  inevitable.  General  Harrison  will  find  the 
Treasury  empty,  with  pressing  demands  against  it 
daily,  and  nothing  to  discharge  ihem  with.  In  that 
case,  he  will  be  compelled  to  convene  Congress  ia 
order  to  obtain  the  means  of  carrying  on  tbe  Go- 
vernment In  addition  to  this,  the  ooiintry  re- 
quires reform  at  our  hands— a  speedy  and  tho- 
rough reform-  Millions  ef  freemen  are  calling 
for  the  repeal  of  the  odtous  sub-Treasury.  A 
prostrate  commerce  Snd  rained  currency  require 
the  remedial  hand  of  the  Government  I  speak 
only  my  own  opinion.  I  believe  an  extra  session 
indispeasable. .  And,  if  it  takes  place,  Ihe  expense 
attending  it  will  be  more  thah  the  difference  be- 
tween that  of  the  present  session  and  the  last  I 
discover  the  Secretary  has  sent  iii  no  estimates  for 
tbe  oalfits  of  Ministers  abroad,  aad  Ihe  infits  of 
those  who  are  already  there.  iDoei  he  suppose  Ge- 
neral Harrison  will  not  change  the  diplomatic 
corps?  Does  be  suppose  the  honor  and  interests  of 
the  eonatry  will  any  longer  be  entrasicd  to  those 
who  now  represent  the  nation  at  foroga  Courts? 
Or  is  this  a  part  of  his  ^siem  of  rettenehmeat, 
that  it  will  be  better  not  to  reeaU  Ministers,  be- 
cause the  appointment  of  new  ones  will  be  attend- 
ed with  expense?  These  extra  chaiges,  'falling 
upon  the  civil  list  of  Ihe  present  year,  will  be  fully 
equal  to  any  of  the-last  yefer,  not  inddent  to  Ihto. 
I  have  therefore  snffieient  data  for  assuming  ibat 
thfe  "civil,  raiseellaneoas,  and  foreign  iniercoatse" 
for  the  present  year  will  amount  to  at  least 
#4,500,000. 

Next  come  Ihe  estimates  for  ihe  military  serviee. 
And  these  tbe  SeereUiry  puts  down  at  #7,735,440  94. 
Now,  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  avoirs]  has 
so  effectually  exposed  the  imposition  attempted  in 
this  esiima'e,  thai  I  am  sure  Qiere  is  net  one  who 
heard  him  tlitt  is  not  fully  satisfied  on  the  subject. 
I  see,  from  the  same  document  to  which  I  have  be- 
fore referred  (No.  365)  that  the  appropriatiois  for 
(his  brsnth  of  tbe  serviee,  at  the  last  session, 
amounted  to  #8,343,900  83.  And  so  far  from  the 
expenses  necessary  for  the  same  being  less  this 
year  than  they  were  the  last,  they  must  necessarily 
be  mors.  Not  one  word  is  said  about  Ihe  Florida 
war.  House  docvmeat  No.  70,  of  Uie  present  ses* 
son,  is  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  ooa- 
taining  an  estimate  of  the  appropriations  necessa- 
ry for  the  Florida  war  during  the  year,  of  which, 
it  seems,  #350,  WO  10  is  due  for  service  already 
performed,  asfollowf: 
For  arrearages  ts  militia  called  into 

service  by  tbe  Governor  of  Florida   #331,344  03 
For  pay  of  a  battalion  of  Georgia 

volunteers  for  Smonlhs*  service  in 

•8«    uigitizecfb.      •  ■    J!^i^ 
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Jt  seeiM  that  thtre  are  alieadly,  ia  addition  lo  the 
regahtr  army  in  Florida,  two  tbotuand  militia, 
l^M  of  them  monnted  men,  and  proposed  to  be 
incipaaed  to  l,S00i  and,  as  stated  hy  the  Faymf  s- 
lar  Gteacral,  "the  Ffesident,  having  subseqaently 
canctioDcd  this  Berriee,  places  their  claiina  oa  a 
feolisg  with  thoae  of  the  militia  regalarly  called 
ialo  tbetarviee  of  the  United  Siate!<."  According 
M  the  e^tiiaates  sobmitted  in  ihe  same  dooanient  by 
the  Paymaster  Qeneial,  the  Comniissary  Oeoeral 
of  Snbsisienee;,  the  Sargeon  General,  and  the  Ord- 
naaee  Deitartment,  the  ezpcoMs  of  paying  and 
sabusliag  thk  force  for  the  year  1841,  in  addition 
to  the  arrearages  already  dae,  will  amount  to 
f3,385,329  75i,  the  whole  of  which  wlU  fall  on 
the  year  1841.  And,  what  is '  remarkable,  the 
•hainnan  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
had  this  letter  in  his  possessloD  sinee  the  17th  De- 
cember, withont  snffining  it  to  be  broi^ht  to  public 
Tiewheie. 

[Mr.  JoKts.  I  beg  leare  to  correct  the  gentle- 
maii  from  Nqith  Caiolina.  The  tetter  was  in  pos> 
••ssioa  of  the  committee,  aabjeet  to  the  inspection 
of  all  iis  members.  There  was  no  attempt  oa  my 
part  to  conceal  it  ] 

Mr.  R.  Bat,  sir,  I  insist  it  wts  your  doty,  to 
hare  brou^t  it  before  the  notice  of  the  House.  In 
the  speech  which  yea  made  at  the  eommenoement 
of  this  debate,  ia  which  yon  attempted  \o  tusiain 
-theriewsor  the  Secretary  of  the  Teea'ury,  in  sub- 
mittiag  yonr  estimates  ot  receipts  and  czpendimrei 
for  the  year  1841,  yon  did  not  include  ihis  item  or 
expense  for  the  Floiida  war.  Mr.  Cbairmao,  (ad- 
djcessins  the  Chair,)  1  repeat.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
hanorablechairmtn  of  the  Committee  (.f  Ways 
and  Means  in  hi<  character  as  Chancellor  of  the 
Bseheqner,  with  this  kmowledge  in  his  possession 
to  have  snbmiited  estimates  (^  the  Florida  war, 
when  he  unfolded  his  budget  for  1841,  in  tb« 
■peeeh  with  which  he  opened  this  debate.  But  he 
is  in  a  letter  laid  on  oor  deskp,  from  the  Secrsiary 
of  War  to  the  chairman  of  the  Commiiieeof  Ways 
and  Means,  dated  December  17,  1840.  Here, 
then,  is  an  additional  charge  falling  apon  the  year 
1841  of  f3,385,329,  not  evtn  alladed  lo  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  whioh  added  to  the  esti- 
mates submitted  by  him,  amonnta  to  the  stun  of 
|10410,770  69;  and  which,  added  to  the  appropria- 
tiwu  of  last  year  for  Ihe  same  serrice,  amou  its  to 
|10  739,330  58.  . 

But,  sajB  the  genttemaD  from  Sooth  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Rrarr,]  the  Florida  t|nr  wiQ  probably  soon 
be  terainattd.  Probably  soon  be  terminated  1  This 
is  the  laitgtiage  we  have  heard  for  years.  It  has 
long  been  the  thane  of  Executive  reports  and  of 
.the  despatches  or^ommaoders-ln-abief.  Let  a  few 
miserable  squaws  be  taken,  or  starving  old  men  sur- 
render themselves,  and  it  is  immediately  heralded 
IhroDghattt  the  land  that  the  power  of  the  Indians 
has  been  destroyed;  that  they  are  cooing  ing  and 
that  the  war  will  soon  be  at  an  end.  And  the  next 
aeeonnt  we  hear  is,  that  the  blood  has  bean  flowing 
in  torrents,  and  houses  hatrebeen  wrapt  in  flitmes. 
For  eteiy  brave  destroyed,  two  seem  to  rpring.  tip 
in  his  place.  We  have,  within  the  last  day  or 
two,  baard  of  the  capture  of  sixty  or  seventy  Ic- 
diansvbut  how  often  has  this  been  the  case  hereto- 
.lore?  It  is  impoisible  to  est'mite  the  number  of 
Indians  in  Florida.  Years  ago,  it  was  said  there 
.were  only  a  few  hnndre d;  and  althoogb  we  have 
been  destroying  ihem  all  the  while,  yet  the  work 
of  anrder  and  ravage  has  eoniliuied.  As  soon  as 
the  army  relaxes  Its  operations,  they  became  em- 
boktened,  leave  their  inaccessible  bannis,  and  com- 
mence anew  their  ceorae  of  pillage  and  death- 
Yemnuiy  suppose  there  is  not  an  Indian  in  Fktri- 
i*,  yon  may  suddenly  withdraw  your  army,  and 
the  first  thing  yon  hear  may  be,  that  the  Indians 
have  reappeared  in  all  their  power.  Sir,  the  Fir- 
rida  war  is  not  at  an  etid,  nor  is  it  soon  likely  to 
be.  Sam  Jones  and  Tiger-tail  yet  lead  their  mer- 
ciless bands  thttingh  the  av«r«ttades  of  that  ill-fated 
region;  to-day  doing  "the  deed  of  death,"  and  tr- 
morrow  concealed  in  the  impeaettable  awamps. 
The  bloody  Miehasukies  yet  rove  ttiroogh  the  fc- 
raatao<^  Florida,  leaving  death  and  drsolaiian  in 
their  traok.  To  legislate  with  a  view  to  the  early 
diMaandttHment  of  the  aimy  in  Florida,  is  to  leave 
your  own  connuymen  exposed  to  the  horrors  of  sa- 


vages  warfare.  To  do  this  through  a  false  econo' 
my,  is  to  sell  the  blood  of  jour  citizens  for  money. 
It  Is  to  snrrender  a  portion  of  yoar  territory  to  the 
siavage,  and  to  confess,  in  the  face  of  Ihe  world, 
that  a  predatory  band  of  Seminoles  has  successful- 
ly resisted  all  the  boasted  power  of  the  Government. 
To  stop  the  war  at  this  stage,  i«  to  compromise  the 
honor  of  ibecoontry.  You  mast,  yon  are  compell- 
ed to  proeecnie  it  to  a  snccessfal  issue.  I  there- 
fore,take  it  for  granted  that,  in  estimalinj;  the  ap- 
propriations f.>r  the  military  service,  yon  mast  in- 
clade  the  $2,385,339  proposed  in  the  letter  from 
theSecreUry  of  War. 

It  sf  em.^  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
estimating  the  reductions  for  the  present  year,  outs 
down  the  expenses  of  the  Indian  Department 
$174,000  below  the  appropriations  of  last  year.  I 
know  not  whether  this  is  on  account  of  there  being 
funds  in  the  hands  of  agents  yet  unpaid,  on  ac- 
count of  outstanding  appropriation;,  or  whether  it 
is  in  pursuance  of  that  system  of  (cradosl  retrench- 
ment recommended  in  bis  report;  for  it  will  be  seen, 
by  reading  the  reoort  of  Ihe  Secretary,  that  he  un- 
dertakes to  read  Congress  a  lecture  on  economy, 
after  having  exhausted  the  Treasury  by  his  extra- 
vsgance  and  mismanagement;  and,  in  pointing  out 
the  causes  of,  and  grounds  for,  future  retrench- 
mept,  he  says  that  "fewer  Indians  remain  to  be  re- 
moved." Certainly  there  are  fewer  tabe  removed. 
But  are  there  fewer  that  »\ight  to  ht  removed  ibis 
year  than  vert  removed  the  las  1  Judging  from  the 
rapid  settlement  of  the  Western  States,  and  the  con- 
sequent pressure  around  the  Indians  remaining,  1 
should  suppose  there  were  more.  I  appeal  to  gen- 
tlemen from  the  Western  States — from  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Michigan,  Missouri — and  I  ask  them  if 
they  aie  not  anxious  to  have  the  Indian  title  to  the 
lands  in  their  Slates  extinguished,  and  to  have 
those  Indians  removed  to  the  West?  Are  they  cot 
every  day  becoming  more  iiteonvenient  to  Ihe 
whites,  and  the  whites  to  themi  And  yet  the  Se- 
cretary seems  to  think  this  system  of  Indian  rela- 
tions will  soon  be  at  an  end;  and  the  expense  at- 
tending it  will  be  lessened  every  year.  This  is  a 
most  absurd  idea.  The  Indian  relations  of  ibis 
country  will  constitute  a  permanent,  standing 
charge  upon  this  Government  for  one  hundred 
years  to  come;  and  as  the  population  of  the  country 
increases,  and  its  frontier  i-<!  extended,  the  more 
complicated  and  expensive  will  our  Indian  relations 
become.  This  must  be  the  case,  till  the  Vast  re-' 
gion  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacitc  is  settled 
by  the  whit*  man,  and  not  an  Indian  is  left  re- 
maining. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  farther  says,  in 
pursuance  of  his  pretended  anxiety  for  retrench- 
ment, that  the  pensions  aie  diminished  by  deaths. 
Not  so  very  much,  sir.  Some  of  the  old  Revolu- 
tionary pensioners  die  off,  to  be  sure,  and  I  ain  sor- 
ry for  it.  I  wish  they  cAnld  live  forever.  They 
serve  as  a  connecting  link  between  (be  past  and  the 
present.  They  would  serve  to  remind  us  of  our 
depaitnre  from  the  pure  and  virtuous  principles  of 
the  RevolniioD.  And  these  old  men  bold  on  to  life 
well.  The  same  physical  vi^or  which  enabled 
them  to  perform  siich  deeds  of  daring  in  the  Revo- 
lution, yet  preserves  to  them  health  and  strength. 
The  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  EvAifs]  demon- 
strated that,  if  ihsy  had  died  off  last  year  at  the  rats 
of  ten  per  cent,  it  would  not  reduce  the  pension  ap- 
propriation more  than  $300,000,  whereas  the  truth 
is,  they  did  not  die'  in  near  so  large  a  proportion. 
But,  sir,  it  must  be  recollected  that  whilst  the  pen- 
sion list  is.annaally  lessened  by  deatb,-it  is  still  an- 
nually increasing  from  additions  to  the  list.  tx>ok 
at  the  annual  reports  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
sions:,  and  you  will  see  that  this  is  the  case.  Look 
at  the  quantity  of  bills  on  yoar  table  for  plaiuog  ad- 
ditional names  en  the  pension  roll,  many  and  most 
of  which  will  probably  pass  as  soon  as  time  turn  be 
obtained  to  pass  upon  them.  Owing  to  these  facts, 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  for  the  next  five  years,  (he 
additions,  with  the  arrearage  pay  in  such  eases,  will 
be  equal  to  the  diminution  from  deaths. 

Aisumiog,  then,  that  the  military  service  will  cost 
.as  much  this  year  as  it  did  last,  which  was  |8,343,- 
900  83,  and  adding  the  $9,385,339,  stated  to  be  ne- 
oessary  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  Florida 
service,  and  you  have  an  aggregate  of  $10,739,330 


for  the  military  service,  which  will  be  found  indis- 
pMisably  necessary. 

NText  come  the  estimates  for  the  Navy,  which 
the  Secretary  pats  down  at  $5,445,399  21.  Al- 
though I  believe  this  to  be  maeh  too  small,  yet,  for 
the  present,  I  will  assume  it  as  a  sufficient  sum. 
There  is  one  item;however,  of  $150,000,  forthe|«y 
of  navy  pensioners,  which  mtist  be  added,  for  wUnh 
a  bill  has  already  passed  this  House,  and  for  which 
the  Secretary  hassent  in  noestimate,  but  wliiohwill 
be  a  charge  on  the  year  1841.  But,  mj»  the  gen- 
tleman from  Bouth  Carolina,  we  do  ntx  know  that 
the  Senate  will  pass  the  bill.  PMbaps  it  may  nM; 
for  .until  that  body  is  purged,  which  it  is  soon  lik^ 
ly  to  be,  I  believe  it  capable  of  any  iojoMiee.  Bat 
that  is  not  the  question.  The  qnestion  is,  is  it 
right  to  pass  ill  Shall  we  legialate  here  uader  a 
supposition  that  one  of  the  branebes  of  the  Lagisla 
tare  will  not  do  its  duty?  You  might  as  weliatiika 
out  of  your  estimates  any  other  apptopriatie*  kt 
the  public  service  (the  army  for  exnmple)  beeaaat 
we  are  not  certain  the  Senate  will  pMS  it.  Y«« 
ai«  in  duty  bound  to  pay  these  navy  penaionera. 
Yon  have  squandered  a  fund  which  was  properly 
theire,  and  you'  are  booad  by  every  consideraiiM 
of  honor  to  pay  them  what  is  strictly  theirs,  and  by 
every  priadple  of  gmtitnde  to  reward  them  for 
their  services.  This  $150,600,  added  to  the  Btae- 
tary's  estimates,  will  make  the  naval  serviee  for 
the  year  amonat  to  $5,596,399- 

Acoordiag  to  the  data  I  have  assumed,  and  I  have 
placed  them  at   the   lowest  probable  amonnt,  the 
Items  of  expenditure  forth?  pretentyear  will  appear 
as  follows,  vix: 
Civil,  mittellaneoas,  attd  foreign  in- 

tereoarae  .  $4,500,000 

Military  serviee,  including  the  Flori- 
da war  .  .  .      10,739,830 
Navy  pensions  1S(^M0 
Naval  service                                 .        5,59^399 
Appropriations  made  for  the  service 

nf  the  year  1841  by  former  acts  of 

Congress  1,913,9M 

Balances  of  appropriatiott*  made  in 

1840  and  previously,  standing  over 

on    the   1st  January,   1841,  and 

which  will  be  a  charge  on  the  Trea- 
sury in  1841,  after  dedtietiag  ao 

much  a«  may  remain  not  called 

for,  and  standing  over  at  the  dose 

of  1841     ....     3,ooo,ew 
Relief  of  the  corporate  cities  in  the 

Distritstof  Colombia,  per  act  of  the 

9«h  BCay,  1836,  $139,900,  and 

public  debt  payable  at  the  Treasu- 

rr,  per  Act  3d  March,  1817,  $10,- 

000  .  14t,S0O 

Required  to  finish  public  buildings, 

teeordihg  to  the  estimates  of  the 

•Khitect  %e06 

Ti««cury  notes  and  interest,  allow- 
ing for  $500,000,  which  may  not 

come  in  daring  the  year  4,350,000 

Amountiog  fn  the  whole  to  .    $38,887,039 

which  is  the    amount  necessarily  ebaigeaUe  npon 
the  year  1841. 

HiEre,  Uwn,  with  a  probable  iniiome  of  4A1,TS3,> 
473,  we  most  meet  an  almost  inevitable  expendi- 
ture of  $98,887,099.    Sir,  how  cam  yon  d«  it,  wnk- 
oot  horrowing  moneyt    You  will  be  eoaapeUed  to 
borrow;  and,  whether  you  do  it  by  Treasury  neiea, 
or  loan,  how  are  you  to  repay  it,  unless  yon  raiat 
the  duties  on  import*,  or  resort  to  direct  tnxatioat 
And  how  aie  you   to  soslain  Ihe  heavy  ezpendi- 
lures  of  coming  years,  unless  yon  regulate  jonr  ta- 
riff to  meet  the  demands  upon  the  Treastiryl     Bat, 
exclaims  the  gentleman   from  Mississippi,   [Mr. 
Thompsoh.]  the  cry  of  the  Whigs  has  been  reform, 
and  by  reform  he  understands  a  retrenchment  in 
the  expenditures.    I  can  also  inform  the  gentle- 
man that  it  means  honesty  in  the  expenditores.    Il 
is  not  so  much  the  amount  expended,  of  which  we 
baye  complained,  as  the  manner  in  which   it  has 
been  expeodedr  paying  $450  a  day  for  stenmboats, 
$30  a  cord  for  wood,  purchasing  splendid  f  ainitare 
and  silver  spoons  'for  mud  boats,  paying  high  sala- 
ries to  crowds  of  lotuigets  attached  to  yomr  castoim* 
houses,  giving  high  and  expensive  jobs   and  oMt* 
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traetrto  political  fBT<oritet>,  Ac.  It  is  soeb  eOrrop- 
tion  as  tius,  of  which  we  have  so  moch  eoiopUiped, 
and  which  we  have  premised  to  leftwrn.  If  the 
in<me7  which  has  been  eoUeoted  bad  been  spent  for 
tbe  inieiest  of  tbeeoiiotry,  in  discipUniog^  our  army, 
ioereasiog  oar  nary,  eompleiiog  oar  fortiScatioo«, 
oriCtiDg  harbors,  and  other  eonvanienecs  of  com- 
aiwca,  &«.  why,  then,  sir,  we  coald  not  have  com- 
plained. Bat,  whai  is  remarkable,  whilst  this  vast 
ezpeoditaie  of  money  has  been  going  on  for  the 
IwK  foar  yean,  ranging  from  thirty  to  forty  mil- 
lions annaally,  all  the  intarests  and  defences  of  the 
coifiitiyltaTe  been  langaisbing  and  going  to  rain. 
Well,  now^  sir,  in  legitlatiog  to  meat  the  wants 
of  the  Goyernment,  I  feel  bound  to  look  to  l)ie  fa- 
lOM  ai  well  as  to  the  present.  By  profligacy,  mis* 
maugement,  and  corruption,  all  the  great  defences 
of'  the  coantry  have  gone  to  wreck.  The  present 
rate  of  duties  wi[l  not  yield  a  snfficienl  inpome  to 
put  the  country  in  a  siaie  of  de&oce,  and  to  repair 
the  evils  of  the  last  twelve  years  of  misrule.  In 
•ddiiion  to  the  deficit  of  about  (7,000,000  for  the 
present  year,  there  is  about  $5,580,000,  consisting 
M  Sims  and  annnities  payable  to  Indians,  and 
•moBitts  pledged  to  be  invitsted  in  ^fe,  perma&ect 
stocks  for  their  benefit,  the  interest  on  which  we 
are  now  paying.  Theia,  there  is  tbe  navjr  pension 
fund,  which  has  been  squandered  or  invested  in 
woriUes<i  stocks,  amoaniing  to  |1,200,000,  which 
yoa  are  boand  to  make  good.  Due  on  trust  fands, 
'  other  than  Indian,  $500,000.  Old  funded  and  cer- 
ti£oate  detti,  $100,000.  Debts  of  the  ciiies  in  tbe 
Uislriet  of  ColamUa,  assumed  by  the  Qovernment, 
with  interest,  |1,7S0,000  To  ihe«e  are  to  be  added 
claims  on  account  of  Indian  affairs,  growing  oat 
of  the  Florida  war,  allowed  or  to  t^  allowed  by 
tbe  Departments,  or  pending  before  Congress,  say 
#5,000,000;  although  1  learn,  Irom  gentlemen  bet- 
ter acqnaioted  with  the  subject  than  I  am,  they  will 
reach  nearer  $10,000,000.  Oiher  claims  now  be- 
fore Congress,  and  which  have  been  accumulating 
for  the  last  two  years,  for  want  of  time  to  act  on 
them,  allowing  for  ihuse  that  may  be  rejected, say 
f3,000,000;  and  I  also  learn  that  ihese  latter  will 
probably  be  double  ibat  sum.  Toese  amoiuu  in 
the  whole  to  $16,280,000  of  permanent  debt  fall- 
ing upon  the  next  Administration;  and  vbicb, 
ad^ed  to  tl>e  deficit  qf  seven  millions  in  tbe  rere- 
nae  o(  tbe  present  year,  i4iows  an  almost  certain 
liability  of  more  than  $33,000,000  by  tbe  Govera- 
ment,  over  and  above  ths  current  expenditares. 
^Ad  this,  too,  with  a  re  venue  couiinoally  deorsav 
ias  by  -the  gradual  operation  of  the  compromiae 
act. 

Now,  sir,  I  am  far  abiding  by  the  spirit  of  the 
compromise  act.  The  circumstances  under  which 
it  was  passed  require  that  no  violence  should  W 
done  to  the  feelings  of  either  of  the  great  interests 
Ibat  were  patties  to  it.  That  act  was  the  yolantary 
cffering  of  patriotism,  to  save  the  effusion  of  hu- 
man blood.  It  saatehed  tbe  uplifted  sword  from 
tbe  hand  of  the  tyrant,  who,  with  tiger  ferocity, 
vac  ravii^  and  thirsting  for  the  blood  of  freemei). 
It  stands  as  an  enduring  monument  of  the  patriot- 
ism, the  «risdom,  and  the  magnanimity  of  Ken- 
tacky^  distinguished  son.  And  I  am  free  tO  ad- 
mit that,  if  the  public  sentiment  of  either  of  the 
two  great  interests  that  were  parties  to  that  compro- 
ntise  should,  with  any  thing  like  unanimity,  insist 
upon  its  ismainiog  inviolate  and  untouched,  it 
would  be  nnwise  to  disturb  it.  Jt  is,  however,  for 
the  majority  here,  ia  their  wisdom,  to  examine  and 
decide  what  may  be  wishes  of  the  country,  and  the. 
feelings  of  the  two  great  sections  in  regard  to  the 
modifieation  of  this  mea^ore.  But,  in  submitting 
this  measare  to  tbe  lest  of  public  feeling  in  the  two 
.great  interests  that  were  parties  to  it,  reference 
■nasi  be  bad  to  the  calm  and  unbiased  wishes  of  the 
popular  mind,  and  not  to  the  wild  ravings  of  party 
madness.  No  one  man  here  has  a  right  to  speak 
for  the  whole  North  or  the  whole  South;  neither 
baa  the  dslegation  of  any  one  State  a  right  to  (peak 
for  its  entile  sreiion.  It  is  for  the  majority  here, 
in  their  diicretioo,  and  upon  their  responsibility,  to 
jndga  of  the  pablie  will,  upon  a  dispasi^ionaie  sur- 
vey of  the  whole  question.  If  iwo  parties  enter 
into  a  coi:en«nt  for  the  observance  of  which  their 
boner  and -faith  may  be  plighted,  neither  has  the 
.right  to  violate  it?  ptovisiions  whilst  tbeother  insists 


upon  their  enforcement.  But  certainty  ihey  are 
not  estopped  from  modifying  it  by  mutual  sirrer- 
ment.  And  so  with  the  compromise  act  of  1839. 
If  the  North  or  the  South,  with  any  thing  like  una- 
himity,  insist  .upon  its  inviolability,  I,  for  one, 
sfaonld  be  opposnl  to  touching  it.  But  if,  by  mu- 
taal  agreement,  they  are  willing  tcmodify  it  now, 
where  can  be  the  objfctioD? 

This  brings  me  In  the  immediate  consideTAtion  of 
tbe  proposition  of  the  gentlemen  from  New  York 
[Mr.  BArimrd]  to  impose  a  duty  on  silks  and  wines, 
which  are  now  admitted  free  of  dluty.  I  thisk  this 
proposition  presents  a  medium,  on  which  the  mo- 
derate on  both  sides  of  the  question  may  auet  with 
safely.  I  am  aware  that  the  ahia  tariff  men  may 
oppose  it,'beeaaae  they  may  hope  that,  in  remodel- 
liag  the  ayslem  after  the  expiration  of  the  lindi 
tized  to  the  compromise  act,  they  will  be  enabled 
to  ezerapi  luxuries  from  any  duty,  and  collect  the 
whole  of  the  duties  from  ariiotea  of  ueeassity,  and 
thereby  protect  the  same  articles  of  domestic  mann- 
factare.  They  may  suppose  that,  by  our  imposiag 
dattes  on  luxuries  now,  they  will  fiid  it  more  diffi- 
cult to  eze  Jipt  ttMm  beraafier.  I  caa  assure  gen- 
tlemen entenatning  these  opinions  tbai  the  South, 
80  far  as  I  am  acqaainted  with  its  feelings,  will 
never  quietly  submit  to  this  discnminatioa.  We 
art  for  equal  benefits,  and  for  equal  burdens.  We 
never  will  consent  that  articles  of  luxury,  whieh 
are  consumed  by  the  rich,  shall  be  imported  free  of 
daiy;  and  articles  of  necessity,  consumed  by  the 
poor,  shall  be  burlened  with  all  the  means  of  taxa- 
tion, merely  for  the  benefit  of  the  manafaotnrers. 
That  has  been  the  source  ol  all  our  straggles  and 
diffioalties  heretofore.  It  came  »«ll  nigh  once 
plunging  this  country  into  all  the  harrors  of  civil 
commotion.  By  all  the  exciting  associations  con- 
nected with  that  gloomy  period,  I  ent^ea^  gentle- 
men Who  yet  cheiish  the  favorite  idea  of  discrimi- 
nation anl  protection  to  abandon  it  foiev«r,  Ihu 
cannot  enforce  it  without  endangering  tbe  stability 
of  the  Union. 

Then  there  are  ultra  men  on  the  ether  side,  who 
oppose  this  measure  Aimply  beeanee  it  is  an  impo- 
sition of  duty,  without  reference  to  tbe  objects  on 
which  it  is  intended  to  operate,  ot  wiibont  loolctm; 
at  tbe  real  cavse  of  that  long  and  uniform  oppoii- 
tion  which  was  waged  by  the  Soaih  against-  the  ta- 
riffs of  '24  and  >38.  The  gentleman  from  Miaais- 
sippi  {Mr.  TnoMFsoN]  seems  perfectly  borrifled  at 
this  new  tariff,  as  he  calls  it,  and  asks  if  this  same 
measure  of  a  duty  on  imports  has  not  long  been 
the  great  eau«e  of  complaint  and  diAenlty  between 
tbe  South  and  the  North.  I  eau  answer  his  qitos- 
tion,  and  I  tell  him,  no.  The  Sonth  never  com- 
plained of  the  revenue  for  tbe  support  of  -  tbe  Qo- 
vernment being  collected  from  a  doty  on  foreign 
articles. 

Mr.  Trohmoh  begged  leave  to  explain.  Ha 
said  he  did  not  mean  to  intimate  that  Ae  Soath  was 
opposed  to  raising  a  revenue  from  cosloaaa.  What 
he  said  was,  ihai  a  tax  on  fonign  importatioiwhad 
been  Ae  great  canse  of  compi^m  on  the  part  of 
tbe  Sonth. 

Mr.  R.  A  tax  on  foreign  importational  Bx- 
aetly,  sir.  That  ie  tbe  same  thing.  I  st{ll  take  .is- 
sue with  the  gentleman.  I  deny  that  tbe  Soath 
has  ever  complained  that  the  nivenne  for  the  aap- 
port  of  the  Qovernment  was  raised  1^  a  lax  on  ft)- 
r«ign  importation*.  ^  ' 

Tbe  Sonth  well  knows,  and  always  baa  known, 
that  it  is  the  only  praetieabie  mode  of  sapporteg 
the  Qovernment,'  among  a  people  as  sensitive  as 
ours  are  on  the  sabject  of  direet  taxatioa.  It  is  the. 
primriple  of  diserlminatien,  fbr  the  protection  of 
the  mannfactnrers  in  a  certain  section,  of  which 
the  Soath  has  always  eomplainedi  a  protection 
wbioh,  while  it  increases  the  cost  of  consumption 
to  all  sections  alike,  yet  diffascs  its  advantages  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  manufhetures  of  the  North,  with- 
out bringing  any  correlatiTe  bleeshigs  lo  as  of  the 
South.  The  South  is  not  only  williac  to  eoBiribate 
its  revenue  and  its  wealdi,  but  its  blood,  if  need 
be,  in  «upport  of  the  Qovernment  and  the 
tFniOn.  Tbe  objtat  contemplated  by  the  propo- 
sition of  my  friend  from  New  Yorh  is  tbe 
very  thing  that  we  have  always  eoaicaded 
fer.  Tbe  North  has  heretofore  refaaed  to  grant 
it  to  'n»— they  wphld  not  concede  it  ia  the  com- 


act — ^bnt  now,  if  i  undetstaad 
aright,  they  arc  willing  to  yitU  it,  and  can 
wc  hesitate  to  oeoept  ill  My  eloquent  friend 
flrom  Sooth  Carolina  [Mr.  Thohpsoh,]  who  ad- 
dresjed  us  so  ably  the  other  day,  has  pat  this  mu- 
ter in  it)  proper  light.  He  has  proven,  troai  ibe 
record,  than  an  equaliaation  of  daties,  upon  the 
protected  and  the  nnproieeted  articles,  was  the 
grett  object  coaKttded  for  by  the  distinguiUMd 
Soolhen  statesmen  who  mingled  in  the  poliiiMl 
conflicts  of  '33  and  '33.  Sir,  we  are  now  estopped, 
virtoally  estopped  from  objectiag  to  this  proposi- 
tion. I  thank  my  friend  from  Soath  Carolina  for 
the  gallant  manner  ia  which  ho  has  met  this  qnet- 
tion  at  tbe  very  ihreshold.  It  oamo  with  a  peculiar 
Amess  from  him.  fie  comesfrom  a  region  of  po- 
litical darkness,  thongb  attU  from  an  oasis  in  a  de- 
sert waste.  His  position  is  one  of  high  moral  sob- 
limity.  Despite  all  tbe  efforts  of  perseeution  at 
home,  he  has  stood  up  for  years,  almoet  single 
handed  and  atone,  as  the  naterrlfied  advocate  of 
liberty  and  traib.  With  a  heroic  courasf,  he  has 
refused  to  quail  before  poarer  and  proscription, 
and,  whether  at  home  or  on  this  floor,  be  has,  with 
a  giant's  arm,  diaken  off  his  assailants  as  ''the 
lion  wonld  shake  the  dew  drops  fnta.  his  mane." 
HeMtys  be  is  aware  that  the  deatagogne  cry  of  ta- 
riff! tariff!  will  be  raised  for  the  pitrpose  of -ex. 
citing  popular  prejodiae  against  him  at  homa. 
That  is  piobaMe.  I  am  aware  that,  humble  as  I 
am,  I  shall  be  sabjeetad  to  the  &ame  ebarge.  Bat 
my  friend  [Mr.  l^ioMFSoa]  need  give  himself  no 
naeasiaess  en  that  acooaot.  Calumny  and  misre- 
presentation are  tbe  common  lot  of  all  who  poraoe 
the  path  of  duty,  regardless  of  coaaequeocea.  De- 
nuBciation  by  the  wicked,  is  the  price  which  hones- 
ty and  patriotism  always  have  to  p^  for  the  es- 
teem and  approboiiott  of  the  viriooos  and  the 
good.  I  repeat  it,  my  friend  from  Soath  Carolina 
deserves  the  thanks  <^  tbe  eonniry  for  the  fearless 
manner  In  which  he  has  met  this  question.  It  will 
endure-in  the  reewtds  of  the  country,  as  a  lasting 
memorial  of  his  patriotism,  and  will  constitute  the 
richest  legaey  hs  can  leave  to  his  children  w^io 
are  to  sueeeed  him.  The- tribute  of  tbe  conntry's 
praise  is  also  due  la  my  friend  irom  Qeorgia  [Mr. 
Njsbct]  for  his  able  and  elo<}aent  speech  on  this 
snbjeet.  I  wasequdly  pleased'  with  the  cogency 
of  his  argaqsent  and  the  pathos  qf  his  eloqaemy. 
With  soch  advosates,  tbe  South  has  nothi^ig  lo 
fiearf  andln  sneh  bands  the  iniaie>i  of  the  whole 
conairy-  will  be  safe. 

The  cenileman  fiioi^  Mississippi  [Mr.  TaoMr- 
son]  asked  hew  it  was  that  the  North  was  now 
willing  to  impose  a  tax  oa  laxaries)  for,' said  he, 
this  has  always  been  a  favorite  measure  with  the 
Soath;  aad  it  never  brfore  has  been  able  to  obtain 
it.  Charity  cem^s  me  to  beUew  it  is  ft-om  a 
priaeiple  of  paiaeiism  that  on  Northern  brethren 
are  now  willing  to  yi*ld  this;  bet,  whether  it  be 
flwn  a  sense  of  jastiee,  oi  from  come  other  motive, 
it  matters  not  to  oml  So  we  oMsio  what  we  deaire, 
it  is  a  matiet  of  indilkrepee  vhat  may  be  the  mo- 
tive of  tpnoassion.  What  would  be  thought  of 
lbs  prudeacs  of  any  man  in  private  life  who  wonld 
refwe  to  receive,  by  tbe  voloiUfkry  eoncEssion  of 
an  eneaay,  timt  whi^  he  had  been  striving  to  ob- 
tain, aad  'Without'  -tnoerss,  for  yearsl  But  with  all 
the  gentleman's  horrors  at  the  pcospect  of  a  dis- 
turbanceof  ihs  tariff  qoMtion,  be  see«ts  perfectly 
wilUag  to  go  intei  it,  provided  he  can  be  allowed  to 
adjust  it  upon  his  own  leraM.  He  distineily  staled 
that,  wheo  the  proper  time  arrived,  he  was  willing 
to  go  into  a  revlnon  of  the  whole  system-  Ay, 
air,  and  vtten  will  the  proper  lime  arrive}  It  cer- 
tainly aanst  have  axrived,  whea  it  is  necessary  lo 
do  sosaetbing  in  orier  to  reptsatsh  the  Treasury.  I 
fear,  if  this  maitnr  is  postpnned,  we  shall  not  have 
the  pleasure  of  the  gentleman's  assistanoe.  Unless 
the  people  of  MlMiiiai;pi  change  their  minds  as 
easily  as  certain  Southern  gentlemen  have  changed 
their  groands  upon  this  vary  subject,  tbe  bonori^le 
gentleman  is  not  likely  to  be  troahled  with  the  bar- 
dens  of  Isgislaiioa  here  for  soaae  time  to  come. 
ThegentlMttan  went  oa  to  tell  of  the  great  injury 
that  would  reeiUt  W  the  cotton-growing  intaraa  of 
bis  State  by  an  impoaiiion  of  90  per  cenu  on 
.French  silks  a)id  winer.  And  yet  he  seama  wil- 
ling to  saerifioa  thia  great  interest  of  his  oensiiiu- 
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eats,  provided  be  ean  be  atlowed  lo  setUe  Ibe  mai- 
ler in  his  own  way.  He  says,  take  off  the  daties 
•tlogeiher  from  neeessuiei,  and  impose  them  oa 
Inxanes;  that  for  every  cent  taken  off  from  sugar 
lie  will  role  to  put  two  on  winer,  for  every  cent  off 
ftMD  salt,  he  will  impose  two  on  silk,  &e.  Then, 
in  Older  to  raise  rerenoe  sufficient  tot  the  Oovern- 
meni,  yon  must  go  higlier  th<n  30  per  cent;  and  in 
proportion,  according  to  the  gentleiMua*s  reasoning, 
yon  saeriiiee  the  interests  of  Mississippi. 

It  is  very  evident,  from  the  indiouions  heie^  as 
wen  as  firom  the  morements  ont  of  doors,  that  there 
are  two  classes  of  opponents  to  this  measore,  ope- 
rated npon  by  different  views.  The  Ar»t  elass  con- 
sists of  those  who  have  been  trying  to  mix  up  the 
tariff  question  with  the  eonflicis  of  party,  wfag  have 
deelHed,  in  antieipatioD,  that  the  policy  of  the 
eoming  AdminisiraiioD  wonld  be  a  resort  to  a  high 
tariff,  and  who,  -no  doubt,  hope  to  effect  a  conntvr 
revoiation  in  the  &oudi  by  getting  op  an  excite- 
nKnt  on  this  snbjeet.  They  are  astonished  that  the 
Hottbem  WUgs  should  ask  f«r  nothing  more  than 
an  equalization  of  daties,  and  now  discovtr  that 
one  of  their  hobbieff  is  abont  to  tumble  down  be- 
neath them.  Tbey  no  doubt  hope  that,  by  a  little 
postponement,  the  ultra  tariff  men  of  the  North 
may  be  emboldeDcd  to  ask  for  higher  protective 
dntiM,  and  that  thus  the  ends  of  party  n4y  be  an- 
swered. To  gentlemen  actuated  by  this  motive  I 
wonld  say,  the  day  of  humbugs  has  passed.  Reason 
and  mth  have  regained  their  douinioa.  The  same 
spi.Tit  of  ooneiliation  that  carried  us-  so  snoeessfnlly 
through  the  late  contest,  will  still  continne  to  guide 
and  direct  oar  eoarse. 

The  other  class  Of  opponents  lo  this  proposition 
consists  of  the  ultra  enemies  of  the  tariff  system, 
who  are  nnoompromisingly  opposed  to  it  in  every 
diape  and  form,  and  who  are  conscientiously  op- 
posed to  it  on  principle.  Tbey  look  forward  to  the 
time  uiten  the  daties  on  the  protected  articles  are 
to  come  off  entirely,  and  the  whole  revtnoes  of  the 
GoTernmeiit  are  to  be  oolleetcd  on  the  unprotected 
articles;  and  they  no  doabt  suppose  that  an  impesi- 
tion  of  duty  on  luxuries  now  will  be  presenting  an 
obstacle  to  the  consummation  of  their  favorite  de- 
signs hereafter.  If  i  anderstood  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisi,]  he  expressed  the  opi- 
nion that  die  whole  of  the  duties  for  the  support  of 
Chrvemment  riioBld  be  coUecied  firom  articles  of 
luxury,  and  that  articles  of  necessity  shonld  «ome 
in  free.  Sir,  this  is  entirely  a  Utopian  scheme.  It 
is  consistent  with  neither  possibility  nor  justice.  I 
wonld  an>eal  to  Southern  gentlemen  who  are  ao- 
inated  by  tfiis  ohjeet,  and  ask  them  if  it  is  reason- 
able to  suppose  that  we,  who  have  for  yean  been 
unable,  by  remoastrance,  and  even  resistance,  lo 
obtain  a  modification  of  tta»  question  to  suit  as — 
diat  we,  I  say,  shall  be  able  to  dictate  terms  to  the 
North?  We  are  the  weaker  portion;  so  far  as  the 
mere  exeicise  of  power  is  eoncened,  we  are  ht  the 
mercy  of  Oie  balance  of  the  Union.  As  a  Southern 
man,  I  approve  of  the  proposition,  because  I  eon- 
eeive  it  to  be  our  interest  to  do  so.  It  not  only 
gives  tis  all  we  ought  to  ask.  It  not  only  puts  both 
sections  on  an  equality,  but  it  gives  u*  as  mneh  as 
we  may  ever  expect  by  possibility  to  obtain.  I  go 
for  the  daties  on  luxuries  as  an  opponent  of  Ibe 
proteetiTe  system. 

It  is  true,  the  daties  on  die  protected  artieles,  al- 
though no  higher  than  on  the  unprotected,  will  be- 
nefit our  Northern  brethren  eng^^ed  in  manufac- 
tures more  than  it  will  the  South.  We  pursue 
agricnltnre  because  it  is  more  congenial  to  our 
lastesand  condneire  to  our  interests;  whilst  the 
people  of  the  North,  for  the  same  reasons,  pursue 
manufactnring.  .  And  dull  we  grudge  to  them  the 
small  benefit  tbey  derive  from  the  daties  on  those 
foreign  articles  that  come  in  competition  with 
theirs,  when  we  are  not  injured  by  iti  It  is  imitat- 
ing the -dog  in  the  meager,  to  deprii-e  them  of  a 
benefit  without  profiting  oaraelTee.  Besides,  even 
if  we  had  the  power,  which  we  have  not,  would  it 
be  justice  to  make  a  diKrimination  which  would 
curtail  their  profits  whilst  it  would  not  increase 
ours?  The  very  ground  on  which  we  so  much 
eoiti  plained  of  ttiem  in  the  high  tariflSi  of  1894  and 
18%  was,  that  they  were  oppressing  Southern  in- 
terests for  the  benefit  of  Northern  manoCMtarC'. 
And  it  would  ba  worse,  if  we  bad  it  in  our  power. 


to  oppress  Northern  manufactures  without  benefit- 
ing Soothern  interests. 

The  gentlemen  from  Mississippi  and  Soath  Ca- 
rolina both  took  the  ground  that  a  duty  on  French 
silks  and  wines  would  dtstarb  our  commercial  re- 
lations with  France,  and  that,  as  Soothem  cotton 
was  exchanged  for  those  articles,  it  would  to  that 
extent  operate  as  a  drawback  on  Southern  inte- 
rests Now,  even  if  this  wece  so,  «  htch  I  am  sure 
it  is  not,  do  gmtlemen  see  where  this  argument 
would  lead  them?  Sir,  it  is  protection,  the  very 
protection  which  we  have  so  long  complained  of. 
The  argument  of  the  Northern  manuiaciarers  has 
been  this:  we  have  large  amounts  invested  in  ma- 
nofactnres;  if  you  equalize  the  dutres,  if  you  re- 
duce them  OB  the  protected  articles  as  low  as  they 
should  be  on  the  unprotected,  you  bring  foreign 
manufactures  in  competition  with  ocrB,  and  thus 
destroy  our  profits.  They  have  insisted  that, 
whilst  the  Government  wax  exercising  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  laying  a  dnty  for  revenne,  it  should 
do  so  with  reference  to  the  protection  of  their  inte- 
rests. And  now  we  bear  the  same  argument  used 
on  this  floor  by  members  from  the  South.  What 
is  the  tenor  of  the  argument  used  here?  It  is  this: 
we  have  large  capital  Investv d  in  growing  cotton; 
if  you  eqiMlize  the  duties,  if  you  raise  them  on  the 
anproteoied  artieles  as  high  as  they  are  on  the  pro* 
tected,  you  disturb  oar  commercial  relations  with 
those  coantries  for  whose  productions  our  cotton  is 
exchanged,  and  thus  destroy  our  profits..  This  is  a 
principle  we  must  not  recognise.  We  are  the 
weaker  portion,  and,  if  we  use  the  argoment  now, 
it  may  hereafter  be  turned  against  us  to  oar  injury 
and  destruction. 

But,  sir,  I  deny  the  position  that  a  dnty  on  silks 
and  wines  will  disturb  our  relations  wiih  France. 
I  deny  that  it  will  operate  injoriooiiiy  to  the  South 
Why  should  gentlemen  harp  so  mucli  upon  France. 
It  is  not  intended  to  make  a  discrimination  between 
France  and  other  countries.  Not  one-half  the 
silks  and  wines  imported  into  this  country  come 
from  France,  and  we  propose  lo  subject  them  all 
to  the  same  restriction.  Gentlemen  havs  reasoned 
on  the  gronnd'  that  the  imposition  of  20  per  cent, 
upon  silks  and  wines  will  either  bring  about  pro- 
hibitory daties  on  American  cotton  in  France,  or 
such  high  countervailing  duties  as  will  raise  the 
price  of  cotton  so  high  in  that  country  diat  the  peo- 
ple will  not  be  able  to  use  cotton  fabrics  as  an 
article  of  clothing,  and  that  thus  a  market  for 
eighteen  millioits  of  dollars  worth  of  cotton  annu- 
ally would  be  cut  off.  This  was  the  argument  of 
the  member  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Rhxtt.] 
Is  this  argument  a  sound  one?  I  learn  that  the 
duty  on  American  cotton  in  France,  at  the  present 
time,  is  nearly  at  high  as  we  propose  to  raise  it 
her*,  on  their  silks  and  wines.*  Etesidcs,  they  are 
compelled  to  take  our  cotton,  they  cannot  get  it 
eteawherc;  and  the  employment  to  labor,  which  is 
afforded  by  the  manufacture  of  cotton  fabrics  in 
France,  is  too  immense  to  be  attempted  to  be  de 
stroyed  by  prohibitory  daties.  Antl  snppose  the 
French  Government  diould  lay  an  additional  doty 
of  90  per  cent,  upon  American  cotton,  as  gentle- 
men seem  to  dread — what  of  that?  It  might  sUgfatly 
enhance  the  price  of  the  article  to  the  Freiieh  im- 
porter and  manufacturer;  bnt  then,  a  very  great 
portion  of  the  cotton  imported  into  France  i«,  as  1 
learn,  maaufactnted  into  laces  and  other  fabrics  of 
the  most  costly  materials;  where  the  cost  of  the 
raw  material  forms  bat  a  very  small  item  in  the 
value  of  the  fabrics  when  ready  for  market.  An 
additional  -'cost  of  90  per  cent,  upon  the  price  of 
the  raw  material  could  scarcely  be  seen  in  the  price 
of  the  manufactured  article.  So  that  Fr&noe  can- 
not prohibit  our  cotton  widiout  cutting  off  one  of 
the  main  sources  of  employment  for  her  labor,  and 
throwing  loose  upon  the  coontry  thousands  of  in- 
digent and  discontented  artisan.*,  ready  to  pall 
down  her  Government  and  institutions.  If  sbe 
raises  the  duty  oa  our  cotton  in  an  equal  ratio 
with  our  impost  apoa  her  silks  and  wines,  it 
will  only  increase  the  cost  to  the  manufacturer 
there,  which  will  hardly  be  felt  by  the  consumer. 
But  llie  gentleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Tbomp- 

'Ttte  dutjr  on  Anuricao  couon  in  France  ia  20  Iraoca  par  100 
trilogrammaa-  wliich  ia  t3  7S  per  300  Itie.  At  an  average  of  \i 
tenia  par  pound,  tUa  wonld  IM  >  duqr  of  about  17  per  can*. 


SDH]  seems  to  think  that  a  countervailing  dnty  ia 
France  of  30  p°r  cent,  npon  Our  cotton  wouhl  have 
the  effect  of  bringing  down  the  price  of  the  article 
in  the  same  proportion.    He  made  a  ealeolatioa  of 
the^mount  of  exportation  from  Miasisrippi,  and 
the  conseqaent  loss  that  would  befall  ber.      He 
says,  if  her  twenty  millions  of  dollars  of  ezporta 
ate  subject  to  a  duty  of  JiO  per  cent,  the  piiee  of 
them  in  those  countries  where  they  are  sent  must, 
in  a  dmilar  ratio,  come  down,  and  that  tbmi  Mis- 
sissippi would  tceeive  90  pw  cent,  less  in  return 
than  she  otherwise  woukL    If  the  geatlemaB  rea- 
sons npon  the   theory  of  separating  Mia^nippj 
flrom  the  rest  of  the  worid,  as  it  will  %e  reeoUeued 
he  did  in  stating  fats  argument,  he  most,  to  be  ooa- 
sistent,  go  still  further,  and  snppoee  that  die  tndes 
with  some  oonatry  exclusively,  diat  is  also  sepa- 
rated from  the  rest  of  the  woild.     If  Misrissippt 
traded  with  France  alone,  and  France  puidiaaed 
cotton  from  no  other  country  than  Mississippi,  tbea 
a  duty  of  90  per  cent,  npon  the  cotton  of  the  lattrr 
might,  to  some  extent,  bring  down  its  price.    Bui 
the  gentleman  is  reasoning  npon  false  premises  al- 
together.   In  arranging  our  commetcial  relatioiM^ 
the  entire  Union  most  be  looked  to  as  a  unit,  aad 
our  legislation  should  not  be  with  a  view  to  tke 
aid  of  seciioiul  interests,  bnt  with  a  view  of  diffto- 
ing  an  average  of  benefits  and  of  burdens,  as  near 
as  may  be,  in  every  section  alike.    The  geaOeman 
iihould  recollect  thai  not  one  fifth  of  the  cotton  ex- 
ported is  sent  to  France.    England  is  the  great 
cotton  market  of  the  world;    the  prim  in   other 
countries  must  be  regulated  by  ihat  of  Ij-vetpool 
and  Londoh.     France  must  pay  as  mndi  for  It 
as  it  Is  worth  in  England,  or  sbe  cannot  get  it.    A 
tax  npon  oar  cotton  will  be,  to  that  extent,  a  tax 
upon  her  own  citizens.     But   is  it  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  France  will  impose   these   eoonieiw 
▼ailing  duties   npon  our  cotton,  when  sbe    al- 
ready imposes  a  duty  of  17  per  cent,  upon  it,  and 
subjects  our  tobacco  to  a  Government  monopoly 
which  is  equal,  as  I  learn,  to  a  dsiy  of  1400  per 
cent.?    My  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wiss]  ad- 
mitted that,  taking  an  average  for  the  last  ten  or 
twelve    years,  the  balance  of  trade  against  tUi 
country,  and  in  favor  of  Frmnee,  had  been  ahoal 
10  per  cent,  annually.    I  learn  lYom  others  wbo 
are  conversant  with  such  subjects,  diat  it  has  be«a 
at  least  90  per  cent.    This,  according  to  the  laws 
of  trade,' has  lo  be  paid  off  in  specie;  and,  to  that 
extent,  it  operates  ar  an  annual  drain  upon  dM 
specie  basis  of  our  currency.    As  some  eompena^ 
lion  for  this,  we  should  make  this  bahmee  of  trade 
against  us  conducive  to  supplying  our  coffhis  with 
revenue.    And  suppose  Prance  should  impose  pre- 
hibitory  or  high  coantMvaillng  duties  on  oareoHoa 
— let  ber  do  it;  we  shall  see  who  will  be  moat  in- 
jured, she  or  we.    Does  it  become  the  legislaton 
of  a  free  people  to  hesitate  to  do  their  duty  for  fear 
of  the  spiteful'  resentment  of  piher  countriesl    I 
feel  indignant  When  I  hear  the  argument  used  here, 
that  we  mast  not  supply  oar  coffers  wiib  rsvems 
in  Ihe  only  practicable  mode  to  which  we  can  re- 
tort, for  fear  that  other  coantries  may  take  nm- 
bragp,  and  attempt  retaliation.     Natuwal  pride 
and  national  honor  revolt  at  the  idea  of  hesiiaUaa 
here  to  sec  bow  the  exercise  of  legislative  daif  w£ 
be  received  by  other  countriep.    Has  FVanee  any 
right  to  expect  her  productions  to  enter  oar  pons 
free,  whilst  ours  are  subjected  to  heavy  exac^oas 
in  ktr  ports?    Bat  it  is  idle  lo  lalfc'aboat  proUbi- 
loiy  or  high  retaliatory  duties  on  Soaihem  staples. 
Nation;,    in  regulating  their   commercial    iaier- 
course,  are  governed  by  their  interests.    Why  dal 
not  England  prohibit  oar  cotfon  during  the  opera- 
tion of^the  high  tariff  of  1828?    Because  the  spin- 
dles and  lbs   looms   of  BirmiDgham  and  Leeds 
would  have  slopped  still  in  a  moment.    Becaoae 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  poor  laborers  are  depen- 
dent on  its  manufacture  for  a  support.    If  Bag- 
land  were  to  prAhlbit  onr  cotton,  sbe  woaM  tbea 
have  eksrttim  with  a  vengeance.    An  army  of  ia- 
foriated  paupers  would  soon  be  on  their  man^  to 
London.    The  same  influences  operate  in  ^ranae, 
to  the  extent  to  which  ;he  consumes  our  cotton. 

But  the  gentleman  from  SouA  Carolina  [Mr. 
RrettI  seems  to  think  that  a  duty  of  90  per  cent. 
upon  ^nch  silks  and  wines  will  operate  as  a  pro- 
hibition of  the  impottaiion  of  those  articles  mig 
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thia  eonntiy.  And,  after  ananiiig  (his  posiiioo,  b« 
w«  went  on  to  show  the  disastrons  conseqaeneas  to 
the  cotton-gMWing  region,  resoliing  from  it.  Wei), 
Ihia  is  a  very  coaven  eat  way  of  pronog  a  propa- 
aiiion.  Let  this  syatem  of  logic  once  be  attopied, 
and  it  wiU  disptnse  with  all  mutal  labor  for  tbefa- 
lii'«  It  puts  a'l  men  npon  a  lercl  ia  argament. 
Th*  member  haa  made  a  dieeorcry  mnch  gteater 
than  that  of  Archimide:'.  The  latter  said,  give 
him  a  falerum  for  his  Itrer,  and  be  wonld  \.k\,  the 
(lobe.  The  member  from  Sooib  Carolina  has  al- 
ready foaad  a  fnlcram  for  bis  lerer,  by  which  he 
rams  over  the  whole  world  of  argament  ia  a  mo- 
ment; and  that  is,  to  give  him  hia  premises,  and  he 
will  proreany  proposition,  confate  aay  theory.  A 
dahr  of  90  per  cent,  prevent  the  imporiation  of  silkt 
and  wines  I  Why  does  not  a  dniy  of  40  per  cent. 
pr«Tent  the  importation  of  ivoadclothE'i  And  the 
ease  »  mnch  stronger  than  (his  in  faror  of  the  non- 
piobibitiott  of  American  cotton  in  Fiance;  for, 
whilst  we  mannfaetare  broadcloths  in  this  country, 
and  eoald  obtain  them  at  home,  (allhoogh'of  not 
so  good  a  qaality,  and  that  is  the  eaoae  of  their  im- 
portation,) yet  in  France  they  raise  no  cotton,  and 
cannot  get  it  elsewhere  than  from  as.  Why  does 
not  the  enormoas  daty  exacted  npon  onr  tobacco  in 
Fraitce,  Oermany,  add  Holland,  pievfOI  its  impor- 
tation tberet  Bceaose  the  wealthy  will  cDjsy-  the 
Inznries  of  life,  and  the  greater  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
earing  them,  the  greater  Inxtiries  they  become. 
My  friend  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Tbompsoh] 
proved  conclusively  that  a  modeiaie  iacreaie  oi' 
price  on  luzories  nerrr  lessens  iheir  consnmpiioD. 
Would  any  man  who  wears  broadcloth  cease  to  do 
so  if  it  were  to  cost  30  per -sent,  mote  than  at  pT&- 
aenit  Would  any  lady  who  wear*  silk  cease  to  do 
80  if  it  were  to  advance  20  per  cent,  in  valnel 
Wonld  any  one  who  now  indalges  himself  with 
oeeily  wines  drink  less  if  they  were  to  cost  30  per 
cent,  morel  It  appears  to  me  that  no  one  who  is  at 
all  acquainted  with  the  human  character,  and  the 
habilK  and  the  customs  of  our  people,  con  for  a 
moment  believe  that  a  doty  of  30  per  cent,  on 
luxuries  will  lesseit  iheir  consnmpiiun.  And  if 
perchance  it  sheuld  do  it,  to  the  extent  of  30  per 
cent,  even,  it  will  then  serve  to  restore  the  batence 
of  trade  between  this  country  and  France,  and  thus 
prevent  the  annual  exportation  of  onr  specie  to 
supply  that  balance.  So  it  must  be  of  seme  ad-, 
vantage  in  either  point  of  view. 

The  gentleman  from  Virgiaia,  [Mr.  Wiw,]  who 
addressed  us  so  ably  and  eloqoeatly  on  this  subject, 
argued  at  great  length  to  prove  that  the  Comprc- 
mise  Am  of  1833  was  a  settlemeat  of  the  question, 
having  all  the  binding  obligation  of  a  solemn  com- 
pact; obligatory,  in  resprct  to  faith  and  honor,  not 
only  nntU,  bat  after,  July,  1848.  And  yet,  a  few 
moments  afterwards,  be  admitted  that  it  might  be 
revised,  when  it  was  necessary  to  raise  revenue  for 
an  eeonomieal  administration  of  the  GovemmenL 
This  is  my  view  exactly.  We  both  agree  that 
there  is  a  detdi  of  leventie  of  at  least  ten  millions, 
and  yet  he  refuses  to  apply  his  principles  to  the 
emergency  when  it  has  arisen.  He  remarked,  that 
the  admitting  the  unprotected  articles  htm.  of  duty 
was  one  of  the  advantages  secured  to  the  proieetiv* 
system  in  the  Compromise  Act.  I  know  that;  and 
if  he  id  so  much  opposed  to  the  protective  policy, 
why  does  he  now  attempt  to  deprive  its  friends  of 
dtis  advantage,  by  equalizing  the  duties,  and  thus 
prevent  the  imposition  of  higer  duties  on  the  pro- 
tected articles.  He  admitted  we  were  the  weaker 
patty,  and  warned  us  to  stand  on  the  defensive. 
Would  it  not  be  belter  for  us  to  anticipate  the  ene- 
my, and  put  it  beyoitd  his  power  to  injure  nsl  Tlie 
gentleman  from  Virginia  admitted  that  this  Com- 

Jirofflise  Act  can  be  revived  without  a  breach  of 
aith,  whev«r  there  is  a  necessity  to  raise  revenue 
for  an  economical  administration  of  the  Ooveru' 
ment.  The  geaileman  alio  admitted  that  there 
was  now  a  deficit  of  ten  millions.  Then  1  call 
upon  him,  as  a  Southern  man,  as  an  anti-protec- 
live  man,  to  nnite  with  me  in  preventing  the  impo- 
sitions of  fnithrr  dnties  on  ihe  protected  articles, 
and  let  us  equalize  the  duties  by  imposing  them  on 
luxuries.  Bat  the  gentleman  insisied  tba>,  by 
nioving  in  thia  business  no  v,  we  afford  a  pretext  lo 
the  tariff  men  to  raise  the  duties  to  30  per  cent,  on 
(bat  class  of  protected  articles  now  paying  leas  than 


that  rate.  Sir,  when  that  is  necessary  for  revenue, 
I  for  one  am  willing  to  do  it.  1  am  for  equalisa- 
tion of  duties.  Ttiat  is  the  pUtform  on  which  the 
South  shoolil  stand.  We  are  the  weaker  party; 
and  if  we  insist  on  diacrimination  now,  we  are  pre- 
paring a  "chalice"  which  we  may  hereafter  have 
"commended  to  onr  own  lips." 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  labored  to  prove 
that  the  present  was  only  a  temporary  and  not  a 
peimanent  deficiency;  and  that  as  soon  as  confi- 
dence is  restored,  and  trade  revives,  the  revenue 
under  the  Compromise  Act  will  be  sufficient  to 
meet  the  expenditures  of  the  Oovernment.  I  dif- 
fer with  him  entirely.  I  have  attempted  to  show 
that  there  is  a  debt  of  more  than  twenty  millions 
(hat  will  fall  upon  the  next  four  yeais,  and  this 
mast  be  paid  in  addition  to  the  current  expendir 
tores.  But  I  believe  that,  if  we  were  enllrely  out 
of  debt,  in  the  present  ruinous  and  defenceless  con- 
dition of  the  conniry,  the  revenue  would  net  be 
snffieient  to  meet  the  necessary  eipanditnres.  Sir, 
the  public  money  has  been  squandered,  wastefnlly 
squandered,  upon  favorite  partisans,  and  by  faith- 
less agents.  We  must  not  only  provide- for  the 
present,  but  for  the  neglect  and  misrule  of  the  past, 
and  the  exigencies  of  the  future.  Why,  wbat  is 
onr  present  conditiont  Oar  army  brought  into  dis- 
repute— oar  navy  going  to  wreck — ear  fortifica- 
tions deserted — without  bart'acks,  without  foim- 
dries,  without  harbors,  withont  every  thing,  in  fad, 
which  is  calculated  to  prove  oar  pride  in  peace, 
and  our  defence  in  war. 

I  shall  not  shrink  from  a  discharge  of  duty  for 
fear  of  the  demagogue  cry  that  I  am  in  favor  of  a 
splendid  and  expensive  Government.  Those  who 
knows  me,  know  that  I  am  no  friend  to  consolida- 
tion, or  to  an  unnecessary  strengthening  of  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Oeneral  Qovernmeat.  I  believe  a  great 
crisis  is  approaching  in  ihe  history  of  the  world, 
and  that  it  behooves  the  United  Slates  of  America 
to  put  herself  in  a  situation  to  protect  our  flag  and 
our  commerce  abroad,  and  onr  free  iuMiiutions  at 
home.  AUhongb  I  am  opposed  to  standing  armies 
in  time  of  peace,  in  the  spirit  and  for  the  purpose 
for  which  they  are  kept  up  in  the  monarchies  of 
Europe,  yet  I  do  believe  that  our  army  should  be 
put  in  such  a  state  of  discipline  as  to  form  a  nu- 
dens  around  which  the  military  feeling  of  ihe  'na- 
tion may  rally  wheNever  onr  yeomanry  shall 
have  to  leave  their  firesides  and  their  homes,  in 
order  to  defend  then  from  a  foreign  foe.  The  ci- 
vilized world  is  on  the  ev*  of  a  great  convalsion, 
Throngbcttt  tfce  Spates  of  Europe,  liberal  princi- 
ples, readyJtA  burst- forth  into  action,  are  suppress- 
ed by  tbe  sword  and  bayonet;  national  differences 
are  widening  every  day;  the  wisdom  and  forbear- 
ance of  statesman  can  scarcely  repress  the  fervor 
of  exdtement;  and  after  a  peace  of  iwen^-five 
years,  three  millions  of  armed  men  stand  ready  to 
shed  each  other's  blood.  When  the  collision  does 
Uke  place,  it  will  be  to  tbe  political  world  what 
die  shook  of  the  earthquake  is  lo  the  natural;  and 
thrones  and  dominions,  prindpaliiies,  and  powers, 
will  be  shaken  to  their  base.  Can  we,  intimately 
connected,  as  we  are  getting  to  be  ia  our  commer- 
cial relatiooF,  with  the  great  powers  of  Kuropa— 
cvt  we  expect  to  steer  dear  of  diffiealtjt  And  if 
we  maintain  an  armed  neutrality,  as  we  ought,  and 
no  doubt  should  attempt  to  do,  ought  we  not  to 
prepare  ourselves  for  such  a  positiool 

Qentlemen  may  lay  this  ir  all  conjecmr*.  If  so, 
lei  us  look  at  something  a  little  more  tangible. 
Every  one  must  admit  that  onr  present  relations 
with  England  augur  any  thing  else  than  peace  and 
harmony.  The  bayonet  of  the  Briton  is  gleaming 
on  our  Northeastern  border,  and  a  portion  of  the 
American  soil  is  now  trodden,  /miily  trodden,  by 
foreign  feet.  Sir,  this  is  no  Norihem  question — 
no  sectional  question — but  a  great  national  question, 
involving  national  honor  and  national  rights,  And 
if  force  does  become  necessary  to  viodicate  the 
national  character,  we  of  the  South,  as  well  as  tbe 
Nvrth,  will  not  only  poUr  out  onr  revenue,  but  we 
wHl  pour  out  our  blood.  England  has  also  taken 
possession  of  the  mouth  of  Columbia  river,  the 
great  cutlet  through  which  tbe  commerce  of  posie- 
rity  will  go  freighted  to  tbe  bosom  of  the  Pacific, 
aod  in  a  territory  which  we  claim  as  indisputably 
ours.    We  cannot  mnch  louger  sabiiiit  to  these  ag 


gressions;  and  when  we  do  act,  ve  should  be  in  * 
position  to  sustain  ourselves  with  honor.  Let  i' 
not  be  said  I  am  endeavoringto  get  up  a  war-ex- 
citement against  England.  I  shall  be  ih';  last  one 
to  insist  upon  war,  wbil^  the  country  is  In  its  pie- 
sent  defenr-rless  condition.  Mr.  Cha'rman,  with 
all  my  admirniioa  for  the  greatness  and  glory  of 
England,  yet  I  leok  with  fearful  apprehension  up- 
on the  dangers  of  a  collisioo  wiih  that  gigantic 
power.  With  an  ambition  more  grasping  than  that 
of  Rome  in  her  palmirtt  days,5he  is  extending  her 
Briarean  arms  into  every  region  of  this  mighty 
globe.  Her  flag  is  is  floating  in  every  breeze,  her 
ships  are  covering  every  Tea.  Universal  dominion 
seems  lo  be  her  object  and  her  aim.  Sappose  we 
should  be  predpltated  inio.a  war  with  England — ^ 
what  wonld  be  oar  condition?  Oar  army  reduced 
to  a  handful,  and  they  in  tbe  swamps  of  Florida, 
held  at  bay  by  the  savage.  Onr  nary  con  isting 
of  but  a  few  frigates,  and  still  fewer  ships,  and  they 
unfit  for  service.  Our  fortificasions  nnmanned  aD<f 
delaying  for  want  of  repairs.  Without  barracks, 
withoat  ordnance,  without  manitions  of  war;  and, 
what  Is  still  worse  than  all  ihe;e,  with  an  empty 
Treasury,  and  no  means  of  supplying  it.  With 
twenty  thousand  veterans  on  onr  Northern  border, 
England  would  invade  onr  territory  and  lay  our 
frontiers  in  ruins.  With  a  fleet  of  steam-iihip!!, 
she  would  ravage  our  coasts,  and  lay  our  cities 
in  ashes.  By  throwing  a  few  regiments  of  her 
manumitted  West  India  s'ave  troops  upon  onr 
Southern  coast,  khe  would  excite  n  domestic  insur- 
rection there.  Her  machination}  would  soon 
reach  4he  sixty  thousand  Indian  warriors  that 
are  congregated  on  our  Western  border,  whose 
yell  would  resound  from  the  Mississippi  to  the 
AUeghanieP.  This  Indian  population  is  already 
restless  and  discontented.  With  a  lingering 
eye  they  look  back  upon  the  deserted  i^raves 
of  their  fathers,  and,  with  feelings  exasperated 
and  almoit  goaded  into  madness  by  the  ia. 
fliction  of  thdr  accumulated  wrongs,  they  are  pre- 
pared for  a  sadden  outbreak,  whenever  there  is  tbe 
least  prospect 'of  aaceess.  Thus  hemmed  in  on  all 
sides— on  the  North,  on  the  We$r,  on  the  Eastern 
and  Sonibem  coasts — what  would  be  our  situation} 
Oeailemen  may  say  these  dangers  are  all  imagina- 
ry, and  tbat  we  should  triumph  ovtr  all  these  diffi- 
culties. I  know  it,  sir;  I  know  it.  American  pa- 
triotism andAmerican  prowesi  would  save  us  iu 
the  end,  and  expel  ifae  invader  from  our  soil.  But 
bow  mueh  suffering  would  it  cost  mA  bow  much 
blood  would  it  dtedl  How  many  a  widowed  heart 
wonld  it  wring  with  angaish]  how  many  an  orphan 
would  it  leave  parentless  in  the  world?  In  the 
mean  time,  what  wonld  become  of  our  commerce, 
wbisbis  extending  itself  into  every  part  of  the 
world?  Exposed  to  the  power  aitd  rapacity  of  onr 
eaemiea,  oar  little  navy  would  be  shattered  to  pieces, 
and  oareommerce  driven  from  tbe  ocean. 

I  said  I  was  opposed  to  large  standing  armies  in 
tims  of  peace.  Not  so  with  a  navy.  There  are 
associations  connected  wih  our  g«IUntnavy  which 
shoold  endear  it  to  tbe  heart  of  every  American 
patriot.  Its  heroic  exploits  during  the  last  war 
taught  England  what  she  had  to  fear  from  Ameri- 
can valor,  even  on  her  own  favorite  element..  And, 
owing  to  tbe  relative  position  of  our  country  to  the 
European  Powers,  if  we  ever  have  a  protracted 
war  with  any  of  them,  it  must  be  a  maritime  war 
mainly.  What  proieciitn  could  our  small  navy 
afford  to  onr  commerce  against  the  numbers  and 
the  strength  of  theirs?  Look  to  Eagland,  France,  - 
Kosiia— even  Turkey  and  Bgypi;  they  are  increas- 
ing their  naval  power  daily.  Tb«  Mediterranean 
is  literally  shingled  over  with  tbe  fleets  of  the  Euro- 
pean Powers.  The  East  and  West  lodiaa  Archi- 
pelagoes are  covered  with  English  ship^,  and  the 
ocmmercial  system  of  China  and  the  E^i  in  dan- 
ger of  bdng  entirely  revolutionized,  or  put  on  a 
new  fooling.  Prance  is  sending  her  bo.^tile  naval 
armaments  almost  to  our  own  doors.  One  day  we 
see  her  battering  down  the  castle  of  St  Juan  de 
nioa,  ia  Mexico,  and  the  next  blockading  th'  port 
of  Buenos  Ayres;  and  all  this,  too,  whilst,  accord- 
ing to  the  official  organ,  as  qnoted  by  ray  friend 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Davis,]  there  is  not  a  pert 
beyond  oor  own  shores  where  American  commrice 
can  iloat  in  safety.   England  and  I'rance  fiQ4  Ra&> 
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SMI  are  bnildiog  steam  ships  daUy;  not  one  or  two, 
by  stinted  appropriations,  as  we  arv,  bnt  whole 
fleets  or  them.  ' 

Mr.  ORimnu.  Yes,  bnilding  them  in  this  c(f  an- 
ly. . 

Mr.R.  Yes,  sir,  bnilding  them  in  onr  own  coon- 
try — here,  in  oar  own  ship  yards— to  be  sent  baclr, 
perhaps,  at  some  fotnre  time,  for  the  purpose  of 
battering  down  our  cities,  and  destroyiog  our  eom- 
meree. 

With  these  facts  before  me,  I  deem  it  the  part  of 
prudence  to  prepare  for  danger  before  it  arrives. 
Let  08  organize  our  army,  increase  it  ^uflleienlly  to 
man  oar  fortiOcations,  and  provide  military  posts 
for  o«r  frontier  defence.  Let  as  erect  barracks  for 
oar  soldiers,  and  establish  foondries  for  the  manu- 
facture of  munitions  of  war.  Above  all,  let  us  in- 
crease onr  navy  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce, 
and  send  the  American  flag  to  float  in  trramph  in 
every  part  of  the  world.  Let  us  build  steam  ships 
for  the  protection  of  our  harbors  and  depots,  and 
for  the  defence  of  onr  coasts.  More  especially 
oiight  we  to  do  this,  since  it  is  beginning  to  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  application  of  steam  to  vessels  of 
war  is  likely  to  cluuige  the  whole  system  of  naval 
'warfare;  and  that  vessels  of  this  description  are, 
above  all  others,  calculated  for  coast  defence.  In 
order  to  do  this,  we  must  have  money;  the  only 
practicable  way  of  obtaining  money  is  from  a  duty 
on  imports;  and,  in  laying  this  duty,  reference 
should  be  had  to  the  great  leading  interests  of  the 
coanlry;  the  benefits  should  be  did'ased,  and  the 
bordent  equalized.  This  can  be  done  vnly  by  an 
eqaalization  of  duties;  and  that  is  what  is  contem- 
plated by  the  proposittoo  of  my  friend  from  New 
York. 

And,  Mi.  Chairman,  in  organizing  our  revenue 
system,  I  take  the  distinct  groand  now  that  I  am  in 
fltvor  of  raising  sufficient  revenne  from  customs 
for  the  support  of  the  Ooveromeot,  exclusive  of 
that  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 
That  I  am  in  fav«r  of  distributing  among  the  Sutes. 
I  shall  not  go  into  a  discussion  of  this  question 
now;  when  the  subject  fairly  comes  up,  I  wiU  give 
my  views  upon  it.  Suffice  it  to  fay  that,  whilst  I 
am  providing  for  onr  national  defence,  I  am  also  in 
favor  of  providing  for  the  moral  and  intalleciual 
improvement  of  our  people,  and  extending  to  them 
the  means  of  prosperity  and  comfort,  as  far  as  is 
consistent  with  the  limits  of  the  ConstimtioA.  As 
to  the  lauds  ceded,  yon  are  bound  by  the  deeds  of 
eesnon  to  dispose  of  them  "for  the  common  use 
and  benefit  of  all  the  Stales;"  and  as  to  those  ao- 
quired  by  purchase,  yon  may,  in  your  diseretion, 
"dispose"  of  them  as  yon  may  think  most  condu- 
cive to  the  public  good.  Let  us,  then,  dispose  of 
them  by  dittribnting  them  among  the  States,  to  be 
applied  by  them  either  lo  educaiioa,  internal  im- 
provement, the  payment  of  their  debts,  or  any  other 
purpose  they  may  prefer.  Thos,  whilst  providing 
for  oar  natioiwl  defence,  we  shall  be  extendi]^  the 
blessings  and  conveniences  of  domestic  prosperity 
and  happiness. 

I  was  snrprised  at  the  zeal  with  which  my  firiend 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  opposed  this  proposi- 
tion of  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands.  I  had  always  sapposed  that  this  was  a  car- 
dinal principle  of  the  Whig  creed;  and,  whilst  I  do 
net  presume  to  arraign  that  gentleman  for  his  opi- 
nion, yet  I  do  not  recognise  m  him  the  right  to  ar- 
raign me  for  mine.  When  he  sa3rs  no  State  rights 
man  can  go  for  jhis  system,  I  pnt  in  "a  plea  to  the 

i'oriadietion."  Upon  the  question  of  Suie  righuv 
lumbte  as  my  course  has  been,  I  am  ready  to  com- 
pare it  with  his,  without  any  fear  of  suffering  by 
the  comparison.  He  attempted  to  cast  ridicule 
apon  the  proposition  of  distribution,  by  calling  it  a 
proposition  to  "distribute  a  deficiency."  Why,  ne 
one  ever  thought  of  distributing  a  revenue  from 
this  source  ^fi)r<  it  had  accraed — for  such  a  thing 
would  be  an  abaurdity— although  they  might  wish 
to  make  provision  for  its  distribation  rfUr  eollrr- 
tion.  Bnt  there  is  not  so  great  an  absurdity  in 
"disuibnu'ng  a  deficiency;"  after  aU,  if  he  wi{{  have 
it  so.  It  can  only  be  done  by  distributing  the  bur- 
dens tiecessary  to  supply  a  defieieney;  and,  as  we 
can  do  that  only  by  a  duty  on  imports,  we  propose 
to  distribote  the  bordma  by  an  tqnaiiaatlon  of  da- 


ties,  which  will  operate  equally  on  all  sections  of 
the  Union. 

The  gentleman  fVom  Virginia,  in  the  coarse  o^ 
bis  remarks,  did  me  the  honor  to  refer  to  me  as  a 
nnllifier,  who  stood  ready  to  oppose  the  march  of 
an  invading  army  to  Sonth  OaroliDa,  in  the  dark 
period  of  1833.  He  appealed  to  ray  Sta<e  rights 
principles,  and  warned  me  against  what  he  is  pleased 
to  call  a  revival  of  the  tariff,  lest  the  rame  stirring 
scenes  may  again  return.  Ye<,  sir,  I  was  a  nuHi- 
fier  then;  and,  no  matter  what  may  have  been  the 
motivfs  of  those  who  were  most  prominent  in  that 
contest,  for  myself,  T  vxiai  say,  I  wss  actuated  by 
the  youthful  impulse  of  patriolic  feeling.  And 
when  he  referred  to  that  dark  period  when  the  cloud 
of  civil  commotion  was  seen  in  the  distant  horizon, 
he  touched  a  cord  in  my  bosom  which  vibra'ed 
throughout  my  fhime.  It  revived  some  of  the  most 
stirring  associations,  which  have  not  been  destroyed 
by  the  lapse  of  years.  And  I  know  not  whether  I 
was  most  excited  at  the  thrilling  picture  which  he 
drew  of  our  determination  to  maintain  our  rights 
at  the  hazard  of  oar  blood,  or  mortified  wten,  a 
moment  after,  I  reflected  upon  the  present  time- 
serving policy  of  those  men  on  whom  all  the  en- 
tbnsiastic  admiration  of  my  youthful  heart  was 
once  lavished.  Yes,  I  was  then  in  favor  of  State 
interposition — not  from  any  factious  opposition  to 
the  execution  of  the  laws — not  from  any  wish  to' 
dismember  this  glorious  and  happy  Union — not 
that  I  cared  for  the  &ie-spnn  theories  and  sophisti- 
cal arguments  with  which  this  question  was  mysti- 
fied and  enveloped — bnt  because  South  Carolica 
was  struggling  against  the  same  system,  which  I 
believed  to  be  founded  in  nncodstitntional  oppres- 
sion. The  most  aggravating  circumstance  of  that 
event  was  not  the  attempt  of  the  <3eneral  Govern- 
ment to  execute  its  laws,  bnt  the  cold  and  heartless 
scorn  which  prevailed  in  a  corlain  section — the 
careless  indifference  with  which  it  was  threatened 
to  force  freemen  into  submission  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet ;  and  that,  too,  when  a 
tyrant,  raving  and  thirsting  for  blood,  t^rged 
on  by  the  demon'  of  revenge  that  was  gnaw- 
ing at  his  heart,  with  as  insatiable  an  appetite  as 
that  of  the  vulture  that  preyed  upon  the  liver  of  the 
fabled  Promethens — when  this  tyrant,  I  say,  was 
profanely  swearing  "by  the  Eternal"  that  he  woald 
bang  on  a  gallows  as  high  as  Haman's  men  whom 
I  then  believed  to  be  actuated  by  the  purest  im- 
pnlses  of  patriotiam.  Qentlemen  may'  say  this 
was  a  youthful  indiscretion;  still  it  was  the  honest 
conviction  of  my  heait.  And  I  yet  believe  that 
there  mast  be  a  conservative  principle  in  the  States 
of  this  Union  to  arrest  the  progress  of  Federal 
usurpation,  when  the  dangers  of  resistance  become 
preferable  to  fonher  submission.  In  other  wnrd«, 
I  believethat  the  action  of  a  State,  'in  her  highest 
sovereign  capacity,  establishes  a  relation  between 
such  Stale  and  the  Federal  Qovemmeni,  that  for- 
bids the  idea  offeree  by  the  latter  until  conciiiaiion 
and  compromise  have  been  tried  in  vain;  and  that, 
when  collision  does  take  place,  such  action  on  the 
part  of  a  State  prevents  the  relation  between  that 
State  and  the  Oeneral  Ctovernmeni,  of  rebel  on  the 
oae  handand  sovereign  on  the  other.  It  might  b« 
a  cause  or  war;  bnt  the  idea  of  ihe  (Jeneral  Go- 
vernment ptmishiag  as  rebels  men  shielded  by  Slate 
authority  is  consolidation.  It  is  making  State 
rights — about  which  we  hear  so  mach— nothing 
more  than  those  revolutionary  rights  which  are 
possessed  by  serfs  of  Russia  or  the  slaves  of  Mus- 
cat. This,  sir,  in  a  few  words,  is  my  idea  of  State 
interposition.  Call  it  nnllifieaiicn,  revolution,  or 
what  yon  will,  siill  I  believe  it  lo  be  the  great  ba- 
lance-wheel of  onr  sjs'em — the  great  conservative 
principle  that  is  lo  preserve  the  federative  feature 
of  onr  Govemmeni,  and  to  save  it  from  consolida- 
tion. 

Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  do  not  insist  that  nullification  is  a  remedy, 
under  the  Constitution,  necessarily  peaceful  in  its 
operation.  I  have  no  idea  that  acollision  between 
a  State  and  the  General  Government  was  ever  con- 
templated by  the  framers  of  the  Contlilution,  or 
provided  for  in  that  instrument.  But  I  insist  thai, 
when  such  collision  does  take  place,  owing  to  the 
peculiar  character  of  onr  institutions,  owing  to  the 
met  that  the  Conttitntion  is  a  compact  between 


sovereign  btates,  it  establishes  the  relation  bciv«ea 
the  eonteading  parties  of  belligeraot  sovereigBa, 
who  are  to  be  governed  and  rrsirieted  by  the  laws 
of  nations.  Neither  do  1  believe  thaa  the  OcBewt 
Govemneat  is  rendered  powerlers  for  aciioa, 
whenever  a  State  dsQlares  that  an  act  of  Congresa 
shall  be  inoperative  wiifain  its  limits.  Wbcaeret 
that  eontingisney  happens,  it  becomes  a  nutter  of 
conaideratiDn  with  the  Oeaentl  GoverniMai.  whe- 
therit  will  yieUits  oonstrnction  of  the  law  to  ikat 
of  the  Siata— whether  it  will  paoas  leaponnly, 
for  the.  sake  oi  eoneiliatioB,  as  I  believe  it  shovU 
— or  whether  it  will  immediately  enforce  its  ova 
coBstrBciion  by  physical  force.  I  can  hardly  com- 
eeive  a  case  of  Stale  resistaace  to  natioiud  l*w«, 
where  physical  force  woald  not  neeesaarily  ibUow; 
and,  my  word  for  it,  no  State  will  ever  mUify  a 
law  of  Congress  until  it  has  prepared  itself  to  fight. 
Bat  here  is  the  great  value  and  advantafe  of  fihiue 
interpoaiiion:  when  force  is  used  by  the  General 
Qovemment,  and  open  war  folktwj,  as  it  iweea- 
satily  most,  the  citizens  of  a  State,  actiac  oader 
State  authority,  when  taken  with  arms  ia  ibcif 
hands,  cannot  be  hung  as  traitors  against  tke  aa- 
tion,  bat  must,  from  the  nature  and  genius  of  oar 
institutions,  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war.  It 
never  can  be,  that  men,  acting  in  obedieooe  to  Stale 
antbority,  arc  to  be  placed  on  the  same  footiag 
with  a  lawless  band  of  individaals  asses^>led  to- 
gether for  the  purpose  of  arresting  the  cxeealioa  of 
the  laws,  without  having  any  poJitieai  ofgaaisa- 
lion  orlegal  sanction  whataver. 

I  am  aware  there  is  still  a  lingeiing  prqudiee  ia 
a  certain  quarter  against  all  who  have  ever  favw- 
ed  this  principle  of  State  interpoaition.  1  eaa  a^ 
sure  my  Whig  friends  here,  that  it  is,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  the  energy,  the  daring,  and  painotia 
enthusiasm  of  the  advocates  of  Stale  Rights,  that 
onr  victory  in  the  Southern  Stales  is  to  he  attri- 
buted in  the  late  cbuiest.  Th;  error  of  our  North- 
ern friends  consists  in  this:  they  identify  Siaia 
Rights  with  South  Carolina,  and  the  eotirae  and 
conduct  of  SDUth  Carolina  politicians.  There 
never  was  a  greater  mistake.  No  one  can  fed 
more  lndigi>ant  than  we  do,  at  witnessing  the  de- 
spoticand  high  toned  Federal  maasuiea  to  wUeh.  a 
profession  of  State  Rights  is  made  sabeerrient  im. 
that  quarter.  It  would  be  aa  onjiMt  lo.  coadeaa 
the  Christian  religioa  for  all  the  enelUes  and  pw- 
secntieas  committed  in  its  name  daring  the  dark 
ages,  as  to  condemn  State  Rights  for  all  the  politk- 
eal  heresies  and  federal  oppreesiona  that  are  now 
practised  in  their  name. 

Bnt  I  am  told  by  geallemea  on  the  other  aide 
that  the  prioeiplee  I  advocate  are  in  oppocitkia  lo 
Bute  Rigto.  It  has  beeome^reiT  fashtoaaUe  wiih 
that  party  of  late  to  talk  of  State  Rights,  filea  who 
have  been  die  uniform  anpponera  of  the  meet  Fe- 
deral Administration  that  ever  ezislad  ia  this  eeaa- 
try,  now,  when  thqr  are  driven  froui  power,  begia 
to  prate  about  State  Bights  and  the  CoastitntiaB. 
Tm  gentlemen  from  Misaisi^ppi,  [Ml.  TvompcovJ 
(torn  Atathama,  [Mr.  HraauQ,]  and  ftoa  Htm 
York,  [Mr.  Vamdmvoel,]  delivered  to  nahomilic* 
upon  eeonony,  and  the  duly  of  keeping  vithia  the 
limits  of  the  CoiksiinitioD.  Whv,  what  do  iboae 
geallemen  know  about  Stale  Rights  aad  coastittt- 
tional  restrictioiuit  Have  they  not  been  the  eoa- 
sisieni  supporters  of  an  Adminisirataoa  that  ia 
steeped,  doirt>ly  steeped,  in  the  daiktst  dyeof  Fe- 
deral ismi  Have  they  forgotten  their  eotuae  oa 
the  New  Jersey  qoestionf  Have  they  foigottea 
the  eoatseot  their  eolaborers  in  the  Senate,  ia  ar- 
raigning the  States  of  this  Union  for  daring  lo  go 
in  debit  When  I  think  of  these  thisgs,  and  thai 
bear  dnsa  gentlemen  talking  of  Stale  Righta,  I  am 
reminded  of  Robeqiierre  haranguing  the  Jaeobia 
club  on  the  bleaaings  of  freedom,  whilst  the  heads 
of  innocent  victims  were  home  on  pikes  through 
lb«  streets  of  Parts.  I  cannot  afford  to  learn  Stuc 
Rights  la  sueba  aehool. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  mast  confess  that  I  waa  not  on- 
ly surprised  but  pained  at  the  general  tenor  of  the 
speech  of  my  fnend  from  Virgiaia.  In  the  ouiaM 
of  his  lemarki,  he  alloded  to  certain  naisreprccaa- 
tations  and  so^iicions  which,  he  said,  had  been  i» 
dalged  in  towards  him.  Aa  to  me,  be  knows,  or 
he  ought  lo  know,  that  I  am  the  last  one  in  th» 
world  to  dQ  imn  iiqa<tice>    He  is  *%capptod  to  my 
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heart  Triih  a  hook  of  steel,"  loo  strong  to  be  brckea 
by  aD]r  political  developueots  bare.  I  ba*a  hang 
upon  bis  eloquence  with  too  moob  raptare,  I  h^ve 
gazed  npon  his  briUiaat  and  gallant  career  with  too 
intense  an  admiraiioo,  to  indulge  the  least  eeoMre 
against  his  conrsr.  For  me  W  attempt  to  admo- 
nidi  bim,  or  to  erideiae  bis  conduct,  would  be  like 
a  raw  recruit  attempting  to  lecture  an  experienced 
general  upon  the  art  of  war.  Suspect  him  !  No, 
sir.  No  one  suspects  him;  no  one  can.  No  one 
has  a  right  to  suspect  him.  His  services  have  been 
toe  great,  his  devotion  to  tha  best  interests  of  hia 
country  has  been  too  well  proven,  to  allow  any  on« 
to  suspect  for  a  moment  the  purity  of  his  moiivej, 
although  we  may  feel  grieVeid  that  a  sincere  con- 
viction pf  duty  may  lead  bim  lo  differ  with  his 
friends.  And,  sir,  I  must  say,  my  feelings  compel 
me  to  say,  that  bis  speech  fell  ominously,  upon  my 
ear.  And  ought  the  genileman  to  coinptain  that 
his  viewt  have  been  the  subject  of  conversation 
and  coojectnrel  It  is  the  highest  compliment  that 
could  be  paid  him.  We  know  the  suength  of  bis 
giant  arm  too  well  not  to  feel  annoyed  even  at  the 
poskibility  of  losing  bis  aid  in  carrying  out  the  great 
system  of  reform  wbioh  we  have  promised  to  the 
ranntry.  We  know  that  be  was  one  of  the  first 
who  dared  to  "beard  the  Dontlass  in  bis  ball, 
ind  the  lion  in  his  den."  We  know  that  he 
risked  not  only  bis  political  but  bis  persi>na} 
lafety,  in  dragging  from  their  hiding  places  the  foul 
igents  of  corruption,  and  exposing  their  enormi- 
:i«s  to  the  light  of  day.  And  will  he  not  allow  as 
10  ezpr^  our  regret.  Oar  sorrow,  at  the  prospert 
>f  a  difference  of  opinion  between  him  and  u^  It 
ippeared  to  me  that  he  travelled  out  ef  bis  way 
0  aitack  most  of  the  great  principles  under  which 
we  have  noarcbed  to  victory,  and  to  which  we  stand 
>ledged  to  tbe  people  lo  conform  our  action.  Whilst 
waring  testimony  to  the  utility  and  necessity  of  a 
National  Bank,  yet  he  says  be  is  opposed  to  moot- 
ing the  subject  until  confidence  is  restored.  Sir, 
Mve  we  not  advocated  such  an  institution  as  the 
;reat  agent  for  restoring  confidencel  Would  be 
eave  in  operation.and  unrepealed,  the  Sab-Treasury, 
irhich  has  so  long  bf  en  the  theme  of  bis  withering 
leniraeiationT  Or  would  he  restirl  temporarily  to 
he  Ehate  bank  system,  which  be  has  equally  con- 
lemnedl  Is  he  for  wailing  until  there  is  no  com- 
neree  to  foster,- no  revenue  to  preserve?' 

He  protested  in  advante  against  an  extra  sessiun, 
lad  yet  aays  be  is  for  consultation  and  eompro- 
nise.  Why,  then,  not  wait  antil  General  Harri- 
on  baa  had  an  opportunity  ef  consulting  bis 
rienda  on  sncb  a  stepi  Why  furnish,  in  advance, 
tor  enemies  with  an  aigoment  against  us,  in  ease 
u  extra  sesaion  shall  be  found  to  be  indispenca- 
ild  He  says  sncb  a  measure .  would  be  unwise  in 
he  present  excited  siale  of  poKtieal  feeling,  and 
ells  ns  to  go  home  and  consult  our  constituents, 
s  there  a  member  here  who  does  not  know  the 
selinga  and  wishes  of  his  eonstitnentst  My  friend 
ertainly  does  not  mean  to  ihsinnale  that  the  great 
loUtieal  excitement  through  which  we  have  just 
tassed  was  the  mere  effervescence  (^  popular  feei- 
ng, and  not  the  result  of  calm  and  di^assionate 
lonviciion.  Tf  so,  he  bos  himself  been  deceived, 
or  be  marched  in  the  (hmt  of  the  baule.  Has  not 
eform — a  thoroaghand  speedy  reform — been  our 
rateh-wordt  Has  it  not  floated  on  our  banneni — 
as  it  not  been  constantly  on  onr  Kp«? — has  it  not 
lerved  and  animated  our  heartsi  llie  glory  of  our 
riumpli  has  been,  that  it  was  the  result  of  an  im- 
nlse  that  came  bounding  from  the  hearu  of  a 
rronged  and  indignant  people.  We  have  labored 
inder  the  same  grievances,  and  been  animated  by 
he  snme  enlihauasm,  from  the  Aroostook  to  the 
labine,  and  ftjm  the  ocean  to  the  moaatains.  And 
lever  was  there  a  representative  body  so  well  ea!- 
niated  to  refleet  the  views,  and  carry  out  the  wishes 
if  their  eonstituenls,  as  the  Congress  that  is  to  sue-. 
«ed  ns.  And,  after  having  eonqnered  in  a  great 
latile,  shall  u'e  stop  short,  like  Hannibal  at  the 
'ates  of  Rome,  without  poesessieg  oarselvea  of  tbe 
litadell  No,  sir,  no,  sir.  Let  us  press  forward. 
>«  us  carry  out  the  system  of  reform  which  we 
tave  pAmised  to  the  peepte — a  reform  not  only  of 
nen,  but  of  measnres.  And  now  is  the  iime,wben 
he  popular  impulse  is  up,  before  the  enemy  has 
ime  to  reeover  ftonfMs  defeatj  and  the  sooner  we 


act,  the  more  speedy  will  be  the  relief  lu  the  conn* 
try.  For  if,  after  all  the  promises  we  have  made, 
and  all  the  high  hopes  and  expectations  we  have 
tzeited,  we  now  stop  short,  and  leave  to  time  to  ef- 
fect what  can  only  be  done  by  prompt  and  decisive 
action— if  we'  leave  tbe  curreney  of  the  country 
still  to  suSer,  the  commerce  to  lai^jaish,  the  public 
money  nnproteeiad,  the  Traasury  bankrupt,  the 
places  of  trust  and  honor  in  tbe  bonds  of  political 
gamblers,  we  shall  soon  find  that  oar  triumph  will 
be  as  short-lived  as  it  will  be  barren  in  its  fruits, 
and  that,  alter-all,  we  shall  have  but 

" A  barreQ  ac«pti«  in  our  i^po," 

Soon  "to  tw  wrenched  wiih  an  unlineal  haoo, 
No"  friend  "of  ouramjcceedins." 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  said  be  was  op- 
posed to  proscription  for  opinion's  sake.  And  who 
is  not]  Yet  why  indulge  the  sappoaiiion,  the  pro- 
bability, or  even  possibility,  of  General  Harrison 
removing  any  one  irom  office  lor  this  cause  alonel 
I,  too,  am  opposed  to  such  a  course;  yet  I  believe 
that,  if  "honesty,  rapabiliiy,  and  faithfulness  to 
the  Consiitntion,"  are  to  constitute  the  criterion 
for  office,  the  official  corps  will  be  thoroughly  re- 
organised, and,  if  the  opinions  of  my  friend  are 
not  cbapged,  he  most  Mitertaiu  the  same  views. 
I  know  he  would  not  retain-in  his  office  that  band  of 
plunderers  and  defaulters  whose  peculations  he  has 
himself  so  ably  exposed;  and,  if  I  do  net  mistake 
his  opinions,  be  believes  a-system  of  inveatigaiion 
would  expose  the  sane  eomupiion  in  every  branch 
of  the  public  serrice. 

My  friend  from  Virginia,  in  the  course  of  his  re- 
mark*, made  an  allusion  to  my  State,  in  reply  to  a 
playful  remark  of  my'  friend  and  colleague,  [Mr. 
Stinlt,]  which  I  thoogiit  a  liitle  noJiiod,  knowina, 
as  he  ^aid,  our  sensiliveness  on  the  subject.  He 
remarked  that  North  Carolina  had  so  long  follow- 
ed Virginia  that  she  bow  felt  like  an  apprentice 
just  set  free.  Sir,  North  Carolina  needs  no  defiendrr 
here;  and  if  she  did,  she  would  be  unfortunate  in 
having  no  abler  advocate  than  myself.  She  disre- 
gards the  reproaches  and  tbe  vauntings  of  her 
Northern  and  her  Southern  neighbors.  She  stahds 
not  stiU — whilst  the  rest  of  the  Union  is  marching 
on  in  the  career  of  prosperity  and  improvement — 
to  deal  with  the  vaane  abstractions  of  the  <«e,  nor 
does  she  ran  mad  after  &I1  the  wild  vagaries  of  the 
other.  But  there  she  rests,  calm  and  quiet  as  the 
surface  of  her  eastern  biys,  yet  firm  and  unshaken 
ai  her  western  bills.  It  is  aofficient  compliment  to 
her  to  say  that  whilst  on  the  north  and  south  of  her 
the  spirit  of  reform  has  been  nnable  to  contend 
with  the  demon  of  faeiion,  yet,  on  entering  her 
herders,  the  flag  of  freedom  floats  in  triumph  from 
lier  Atlantic  beach  to  the  mountain  tops.  She  re- 
poses not  on  the  fame  of  her  ancestors;  i>he  boasts 
not  of  their  former  renown.  And  if  rite  has  not 
as  many  bright  namai  to  adorn  her  history  as  those 
who  revile  ber,  she  is  saved  the  dirgraee  ef  vio- 
lating their  dying  precepts,  and  of  dishonoring  their 
shades.  Let  it  be  recollected  that  Athens  was  once 
the  proodest  and  noblest  State  of  Greece.  All 
the  Other  nembciB  of  that  eeafederaey  were  proud 
to  do  her  honor.  Yet,  in  process  of  time,  she  was 
the  trst  to  surrender  her  (Wedom  to  the  golden 
bribes  of  Phiiip;  whilst  iheThebans,  who  had  once 
been  the  objects  of  her  reproach,  perished  nobly  on 
tbe  deldof  Cbasroaea  with  tbe  expiring  liberties  of 
Greece.  My  Iriend  tiom  Virginia  may  take  the 
allusion  and  apply  it  at  his  leisnm. 

I  will  not  aimer  myself  to  indulge  in  any  appre- 
hensions or  mitgivings  as  to  tbe  policy  of  General 
Harrison^  administration.  He  is  the  mere  agent 
of  a  great  popular  aiovement.  He  cannot,  he  will 
not,  be  dare  not,  attempt  to  check  the  progress  of 
that  great  politieal  revolution  through  which  we 
have  just  passed.  Let  him  but  throw  himself  in 
the  current  ot  that  popular  impulse  which  ha< 
swei/Plike  a  deluge  over  the  land,  and  which  now, 
when  the  storm  is  passed,  will  flow  on  in  one 
sitooth  and  placid  stream,  until'  it  is  lost  in  tbe 
great  eoean  sf  national  prosperity  and  national 
glory.  Let  him  bnt  do  ibis,  and  the  history  of  the 
period  through. Which  we  have  just  eome  will  serve 
as  a  lenson  to  tyianis  in  all  fntnre  time,  that  they 
are  not  to  treat  with  seom  the  snlierings  of  a  free 
and  noble  people. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  NISBET, 

OF  oEoaeiA, 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  Committee  of 

the  Whole  on  tbe  Civil  and  Oiplomatio  bill,  in 

reply  to  Messrs.  Coopaa  and  Black. 

Mr.  CnalBMiM:  Upon  the  motion  lo  strike  oitt 
the  appropriation  for  the  branch  mitti  at  Oahlonaga, 
I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  views  presented  by 
my  colleagne  yesterday.  I  approve  of  those  views, 
and  shall  vole  against  striking  out.  1  jise  now  for 
a  diflbrent  purpose.  I  nse,  sir,  to  reply  to  certain 
gentlemen  who  have  taken  upon  themselves  w 
condemn  the  course  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  pome  in 
relation  to  the  revenue.  I  had  the  honor,  nata 
days  ago,  to  address  the  committee  in  favor  of  adp 
dilional  duties  upon  imports.  My  eolleagne  [Mr. 
Blacb]  has  reprewnted  me  as  favoring  a  tariff 'Cor 
protection.  To  him  I  intend  to  reply.  I  shall  oho 
take  the  liberty  of  advening  to  the  speech  of  ano- 
tber  colleague,  [Mr.  Coopca,]  in  answR  to  M 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giooiiias,]  upon  a  fiBb- 
jeci  of  delicate  interest  to  my  eonautncnts.  My 
Iriend  [Mr.  Alfobd]  thiaks  that  dalles  npon  sUM 
and  wines  and  other  luxuries  will  open  the  way  for 
a  protective  tanff;  and  he  seems  to  believe  that  it 
is  the  policy  of  leading  'Whig  gentlemen  to  entrap 
their  Southeiii  auxiliaries  into  the  support  of  a 
tarifl^  policy.  In  ail  this,  sir,  he  is  wholly  mistaben. 
[Mr.  Alpobd  explained.]  I  am  truly  rqoieed  to 
bud,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  between  that  genttcmaa 
and  myself  there  is  ao  material  difference  of  opi> 
nion.  He  is  Cor  increased  doties,  but  does  not  be- 
lieve this  is  the  proper  time  to  impose  ihem. 
Upon  ibat  question,  therefore,  our  difference  is 
as  to  time  only.  He  is  oppo«ed  to  a  tariff  for  pro* 
lection.  So  am  I.  He  is  lor  matataintng  the 
compromise.  So  am  I.  I  aever  doabted  my 
fitead's  fidelity  to  the  Whig  cause.  Never  for  A 
moment  doubted  it.  I  know  bim  to  be  as  true  to 
its  interests  and  its  honor  as  the  spark  to  tbe  striokra 
steel.  I  do  not  forget  his  services  in  ihe  late  gieut 
contest;  his  zeal,  hisxicvotion  in  favor  of  Harrison 
and  reform.  In  behalf  of  the  Whig  cause,  bis 
voice  has  been  braid  Irumpet-toned  ringinc 
through  the  coUnties  of  Geoniia,  and  rallying  to 
the  rescue  the  heaest  men  of  all  parties.  'And  it 
will  ever  be  heard  thundering  its  deanneiatioiM 
against  wrong  and  oppression  every  where,  and  in 
every  form.  He  is  an  honest  and  an  eloqnew 
Whig— Whig,  1  know,  to  the  eore.  I  repeat,  sir, 
that,  between  us  I  am  happy  to  say  there  is  no 
material  difference. 

I,  sir,  have  not  provoked  this  debate.  Both  my^ 
self  and  my  friends  from  Ihe  South  huve  been  mis- 
lepretented  on  Ihe  tariff  and  the  Abolition  ^natioo^ 
grossly  and  unkindly  misrepresented.  I  will  endure 
this  no  longer.  I  will  not  sit  down  quietly  nnder 
the  attacks  of  the  gentlemen.-  Yon  know,  sir,  that 
I  have  not,  nor  have  my  Whig '  eolkagnes,  at  the 
lost  or  the  present  session,  ioirodueed  into  this 
House  oor  family  broils.  We  have '  studionsty 
avoided  it.  Bespeei  to  this  House  and  eetf-respeet 
prompted  to  a  course  of  longond  irritating  forbear- 
ance.   Forbearance  is  no  longer  a  duty. 

Among  those  who  have  represented  Ihe  eottrse 
which  I  have  pursued  in  relation  to  duties,  as 
favoring  a  protective  tariff,  is  the  dtetinguMed 
gentleman  from  Virginis.  I  mean  the  member 
from  Accomack.  In  his  last  speech,  he  atated  that 
there  were  Wbigs  ia  this  House  who  favored  pro- 
tection beause,  said  he,  "they  are  in  favor  of  du- 
ties on  wines  and  silk*."  And  the  gentleman  re- 
ferred lo  the  speeches  of  Southern  l^higs  to  prov« 
his  assertion.  It  cannot  be  a  mistake  that  he  has 
held  a«  up  to  the  whole  South  ss  tariff  men,'  and 
has  more  than  once  charged  that  a  tariff  for  pro- 
tection was  the  already  indicated  policy  here  of  the 
new  Administration.  Now,  sir,  speaking  for  my- 
self only,  I  admit  or  rather  repeat  what  I  befbre 
have  proclaimed,  that  I  am  for  duties  on  wines 
and  eitkrn  But  does  that  make  me  -ihe  advocate 
of  protection]  Am  I,  therefbre,  a  tariff  mant 
Are  duties  npon  unprotected  articles  identical  with 
protection]  I  have  heretofore  shown  the  oentrary. 
I  have  shown  that  fVench  silks  and  wines  would 
bear  a  dnty  without  creating  protection  and  with- 
out affertiag  their  consumption.  I  will  not  now  re< 
peat  the  argument.    The  gentleman's  eoaelnsioh 
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is  •  Bon  seqainir.  Bat,  say  gentlemen,  this  is  the 
trap  set  to  caioh  Sonibern  Wbigs.  And  my  collea- 
gue [Mr.  BtAOK]  would  have  the  people  of  the 
Soaih  believe  that  we,  their  chosen  represenia- 
tires,  becaose  he,  their  repudiated  lepresentatiTe, 
tolls  them  so,  arc  so  weak  and  so  faithless — sncb 
men  godgeoas,  as  to  bile  at  a  bait  which  does  not 
conceal  the  hook  from  even  bis  eye.  If  ther*  be 
a  trap  or  trick  in  the  propoeiiion  to  lay  new  daties, 
I  hare  not  ^n  it;  nor  have  I  seen  any  evidences 
of  it,  I,  sir,'  iMve  as  correct  means  of  knowing 
the  views  ot  my  Whig  assooiaies  as  my  eolleogacj 
perhaps  more  so;  as  sharp  an  eye  to  the  inieresi 
and  honor  of  QeorgiJa  as  he  has;  and  perhaps  as 
gnat  capacity  of  undersiaadiog  what  that  honor 
and  interest  is  as  he  has.  He  shall  not  be  tb« 
jadge  of  my  repieseotative  daiies.  The  people 
Shalt  jadge  for  themselves. 

A  taiiC  for  protection  ha»aot,  sir,  been  indicated 
ben  as  the  policy  of  the  Harrison  party.  No  man 
has  said,  or  even  hwled,  that  Qeneral  Harrison 
will  favor  sticb  a  policy.  Indeed,  sir,  no  one;  an. 
less  it  be  the  gentleooan  from  Vir^nir  has  ventartd 
to  prescribe.a  policy  of  any  kind  to  the  President 
elect.  No  one  has  aaihority  for  so  bold  a  move. 
Then  is  no  eliqae  or  regency  here  to  rale  in  ad- 
vance both  Harrison  and  the  pariy.  It  is  true 
gentiemen  have  spoken  as  becomes  ihe  American 
npresentaiive  cbaractfer,  freely  and  fearlessly,  and 
no  OM  more  so  than  the  able  member  from  Virgi- 
nia. Bat  no  one  has  ventured  to  prescribe  to  Iba 
party  bat  himself.  This  idea  about  Northern 
coatbinalions  to  nvive  the  protective  system  is  all 
•toir.  It  baants  the  imagination  of  gentlemen  like 
a  spectre.  It  is,  sir,  not  the  fact  that  the  Northern 
manoftctorcrs  want  a  new  discriminating  protrcti ve 
tariff.  They  an  for  adoering  to  the  pnneiples  of 
the  compromise.  They  say  so,  and  I  believe  them. 
It  is  their  interest  to  observe  the  compromise,  and 
that  interest  they  will  parsne.  If,  however,  in 
this  I  am  mistaken — if,  hereafter,  when  die  time 
for  action  arrives,  t&e  Whigs  of  the  North  or  the 
Demosals  of  the  North  should  attempt  to  burden 
«8  with  high  imports  for  piotection — ^if  a  protective 
tariff  should,  by  any  party,  be  sgain  attempted, 
and  I  should  then  belong  to  the  poblio  cooneiU,  I 
shall  oppose  it  with  as  much  honest  zeal,  if  with  less 
ability  than  those  who  are  now  so  very  sensitive 
ahoat  Southern  rights. 

The  effect  of  the  coarse  which  ray  friend  from 
Virginia  has  ihoaghi  it  his  doty  to  porsne  is  to 
create  distrust  of  Whig  repressniatives  at  the  Soaih. 
I  have  no  idea  that  he  intends  to  produce  any  such 
effect.  Bach  resalt,  however,  might  follow  from 
the  character  of  his  speeches.  His  fame  is  all  over 
the  land;  be  has  a  name  quite  as  potent  as  any  of 
these  with  whom  he  differs.  Hi>  late  eloquent  de> 
Bonciatioiis  are  ealcalaied  to  *'oo(A  our  friends  and 
heat  oar  eoesaice." 

No  one  so  much  as  he  has  assumed  to  speak 
what  ought  to  be  the  policy  of  the  party.  And  in 
the  ontset  of  his  first  speech  he  declared  that,  re- 
gardless of  what  might  be  the  views  of  his  political 
triends,  the  policy  he  then  indicated  apon  great  and 
leading  measures,  he  would  pursue  to  the  end. 
Mahomet  woald  not  go  to  the  mountain,  hot  the 
moiutain  might  come  to  Mahomet.  No  one,  of 
coarse,  can  object  to  such  a  tale  of  personal  con- 
daet.  Bat  sir,  the  time  and  maimer  of  annonn- 
eing  it  was,  lo  my  mind,  most  unforranaie.  The 
honorable  member  did  look  to  me,  like  a 
shaft  of  stone,  around  which  o'her  ihii^  might 
gather,  but  which,  deeply  set  and  towering  in  its 
devauon  could  neither  move  nor  bend.  The 
motto  inscribed  upon  tbe  floating  Opposition  ban- 
ners, bj  the  member  himself,  was  tbe  "Union  of 
tbe  Whigs  for  the  sake  of  the  Uaiun."  Now,  sir, 
Ihe  motto  seems  to  be  'Division  of  the  Whigs 
for  the  sske  of  tbe  Union."  That  division,  sir,  is 
nnneeeaMuy  to  the  safety  of  the  Union.  I  believe 
the  gentleman  to  be  a  trae  and  stanch  Whig. 
But  I  cannot  say  much  fur  his  Whig  discretion. 

Some  days  ago,  whilst  an  appropiiaiion  having 
relation  to  the  Florida  war  was  under  discos^iun, 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  delivered  a  speech, 
strongly  assailing  Ihe  instituiions  of  the  Soath. 
To  him  my  colleagae  [Mr.  Coopcb]  replied.  The 
oplaiaas  of  the  member  from  Ohio,  as  then  ez- 
pnsasd,  wen  wtong— wholly,  irredeeataMy  wrong. 


With  Inem  I  bave^  no  sympathy,  but  repudiate 
them  with  all  my  powers  of  reprobation.  And,  sir, 
the  propriety  of  expressing. them  ben  had  also  my 
nnqaalifled  oondeilknation.  My  colleague  had  my 
sympathy  in  ibe  argoment  he  made  upon  that  occa- 
sion. But,  sir,  not  content  with  assailing  aboli- 
tionism, he  nnneceseaiily  and  most  anjastly  tra- 
velled out  of  the  track  of  legitimate  discassion  to 
asFail  also  the  political  course  of  his  cotleagoes  in 
their  support  of  Harrison.  I  felt  this  to  be  ex- 
ceedingly unkind.  Whilst  he  denied  that  he  in- 
tended to  hold  us  up  as  ourselves  favoring  aboli- 
tionism, be  did  labor  to  make  the  people  of  Geotgia 
believe  that  we  had  deceived  thrm  into  the  support 
of  a  parly  that  woald  favor  tbe  opinions  of  Aboli- 
tienists.  I  do  not  pretend  to  quote  the  gentleman 
literally.  But  I  am  sore  that  I  represent  him  in 
subslsnoe  correctly.  The  drift  of  much  of  his 
speech  was  to  establish  the  fulfilment  of  the  pro- 
phecies he  made  in  the  last  summer's  canvass 
about  a  coalition  between  Southern  Whigs  and 
Norihem  Abolitionists.  To  prove  that  be  was 
then  right,  he  triumphantly  pointed  to  the  speech 
of  the  membsr  from  Ohio.  Sir,  all  this  and  more 
was  said  upon  the  stump  in  Georgia.  We  met 
these  charaes  there  and  nfuied  them.  The  gen- 
tleman was  then  in  the  field.  He  thi«w  all  the 
weight  of  his  character,  great,  de.«ervedly  great,  as 
it  is,  into  the  struggle.  The  cry  there  was,  that  the 
Sooth  was  betrayed  into  a  ruinous  coalition  with 
Northern  fanatics  and  Federalists. 

The  people,  sir,  would  not  heed  the  voice  of  my 
honorable  friend.  They  would  not  believe  him 
then;  they  will  not  believe  him  now.  They  con- 
demned him  and  his  friends;  they  will  condemn 
him  and  them  again.  And  now,  sir,  the  charge  is 
-renewed.  The  voice  of  alarm  and  of  warning  is 
raised  anew.  The  same  tale  is  told;  the  same  is. 
sac  is  revived — an  i>sue  which  he  seeks  to  make 
a  new  one.  I  understand  the  gentleman.  He 
shall  make  no'new  issue  here,  oat  of  an  adjudicated 
irsue  at  home.  He  shall,  lesst  of  all,  place  me 
sod  the  Whigs  of  Georgia  in  a  false  position  upon 
this  subject.  Sir,  the  Whi«  party  is  now  what  it 
was  then.  The  member  from  Ohio  was  hen  laat 
winter;  his  opinions  were  ihen  as  well  known  as 
they  are  now.  Then  has  been  no  new  Abolition 
move  here;  things  are  as  they  were;  yet  when  the 
Ohio  member  spoke,  my  colleagae  proclaims  lo 
all  Sonihem  Whigs,  "I  told  you  »o."  But,  sir, 
worst  of  all,  he  most  ingenioasly  managed  to  con- 
vey to  the  people  the  impression  that  weSoutberai 
Representatives  were,  by  our  political  positiea 
here,  slomberine  on  our  post,  and  conniving  at  the 
progress  of  abolitionism.  He  did  not  say  so;  bat 
a  stranger  in  the  galleries  eonld  mfer  nothing  else 
from  all  that  he  did  say.  Nay,  sir,  I  felt,  most 
painfully  leli,  that  my  colleague  was  very  willing 
to  have  our  people  believe  that  he  and  the  member 
from  Seriven  were  the  onlv  true  represeniativea  of 
Gtoorgia  upon  this  floor.  Southern  rights,  sir,  have 
lost  nothing  by  the  eieetMU  of  Oenenl  Harrisoa. 
Tbe  gentleman  ens  in  bis  opinion  of  the  Whin. 
They  will  not  sustain  Abolition  principles.  He 
may  quiet  bis  fears  and  sooth  bis  apprehensive 
feelings.  Not  even  the  Whigs  will  comproaut  the 
rights  of  Georgia  hen.  They  are  upon  the  wate^ 
tower,  and  wide  awake.  I  will  not  be  judged,  nor 
shall  the  Whig  party  be  judged,  by  the  abmrd 
movements  of  the  member  from  Ohio.  He  may 
be  a  criterion  of  judgment  for  my  colleagae;  I 
choose  one  more  in  acoordsnee  with  common  sense 
and  ih«  actual  state  of  feeling  and  opniion 
here. 

I  said,  sir,  Southern  rights  had  lost  nothing  by  ihe 
election  of  General  Harriwn.  I  go  further,  and 
say  that  they  have  gained  a  great  deal.  Then  is 
an  auxiliary  power  north  of  the  Potomac,  in  cms, 
which  will  be,  and  is  now  brought  to  bear  ia  their 
defence.  My  collea«:ae  may  make  as  mnciras  be 
can  out  of  this  slatemenf.  We  have  towarls  us  a 
better  feeling  at  the  North  than  we  have  hereto- 
fore had.  The  goiding  mind  ofNew  England  is 
with  us.  A  star  has  risen  in  the  East,  the  har- 
binger of  belter  dsys.  and  it  has  healing,  I  trust,  to 
the  nation  in  its  brilliant  beams.  As  a  politieal 
qof  ftiion,  the  greatest  of  the  Basiern  politicians  iz 
with  us.  And,  sir,  I  am  not  so  straitened  in  my 
notions  as  to  refuse  Bide^ii4ed  tgtufromviy 


quarter.  If  left  lo  protect  ourselves,  we  will  da  it 
at  the  hazard  of  every  conseqaence;  but  if  ow  ia 
sUtntions  cin  be  maintainrd  by  aid  firom  abroad 
— from  other  ssclions  of  the  Union  I  mean 
when  tendered  in  the  fulness  of  Anuricaa  patriot- 
ism, I  can  see  no  pcssible  tearon  for  dedia- 
ingiu 

Now,  sir,  allow  me  to  say  that  my  o^Moa  is 
that  Qeneral  Harrison  will  be  with  tbe  Soath  upoa 
this  great  qoestion.  Bui  if,  at  any  time,  the  patty 
in  power  dioald  be  against  us,  I  am  ibeoeefonh 
against  that  parly.  I  wQl  make  this  the  grealea^ 
deepest,  most  controlling  of  all  other  qncetinas 
As  to  the  motives  of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  CooraaJ 
I  assail  not  them.  I  will  not  speak  of  his  pers^ 
nal  character  otherwise  than  respeeifnlly;  I  ' 
belie  my  own  blood  if  I  did.  His  political  < 
is  greaUy  antagonistic  to  mine.  Ofhia< 
and  his  public  acts  I  speak. 

In  the  speech  I  had  the  honor  lo  deliver 
days  since,  I  aasumed  at  the  basis  of  my  argamoit, 
what  no  one  will  deny,  that  the  income  of  iheG<K 
vemment  would  fall  short,  during  the  next  year, 
at  the  lowest  eiilmate,  eight  milUoa  dollars.  Upoa 
this  basis  I  argued — 

1.  Tbat  the  wants  of  the  GoreniiKnt  ought  to 
be  sapplied  by  imposts,  as  preferable  to  any  othcf 
mode  of  raising  money. 

3.  That  the  duues  ought  to  he  laid  onder  the 
provisions  of  the  compromiseact  of  1833. 

3.  Tbat  the  attieltrs  upon  which  the  datiea 
sboald  be  laid  are  the  unprcteeted  articles  made 
dutiable  by  the  compromise  itself,  kudt  as  silks, 
wines,  and  other  luxuries. 

4.  Tbat  sncb  new  daties  would  not  be  ia 
violation  of,  but  in  aeeordanee  with,  the  act  ef 
1833. 

6.  That  revenue  should  only  be  raissd  lo  sap- 
ply  (be  wants  of  an  ecouomical  admintttratioa  «t 
the  Government. 

Incident  of  these  topics,  many  others  were  briefly 
discussed.  I  disclaimed  in  any  way  giviag  ay 
countenance  to  duties  for  protection;  and  avowed 
my  detenainatfon  lo  sustain  the  anti-tariff  ptiaei- 
pies  of  my  own  and  other  Sonthem  Staiea.  I  ex- 
pref  sed  the  opinion,  an  opinion  which  I  now  le- 
affiim,  that  those  principles  are  to  be  kept  in. 
violate  only  by  a  religious  adherence  to  the  eo»- 
promise.  And,  sir,  one  of  ihe  reaaona,  pethaps 
the  strongest  resson  of  all,  inducing  me  la  take 
the  position  I  did,  was  to  preserve  the  camprtmise, 
and  to  save  us  from  those  dangers  which  I  foRaec 
most  attend  a  revision  of  the  lanff  after  it  ezpitca. 
Upoa  such  principles,  with  such  riewi^  aad  with 
no  small  degree  ef  zeal  for  my  coastittMaia,  I  mi- 
dre^ed  the  committee.  I  endeavored  lo  look  at 
their  interests,  and  those  of  tbe  whole  ooaalry, 
with  that  liberal  and  enlightened  siairiwaaihm 
which  I  do  not  profess  lo  posses^  yet  to  which  I 
ardently  a>pire. 

In  his  nply  my  colleagae  (Mr.  BLacs]  eoano. 
vrrted  the  propnety  of  dniiee  oa  ailka,  beaaam 
they  woald  lesson  the  eonsumptioa  of  oonoa  ia 
Prance,  and  thereby  injure  the  Soath.  flow  lat 
he  established  his  posi  iw  or  joalled  my  own  ar- 
gament  is  for  others  to  determiae.  Of  bia  ai^a- 
ment,  even  shoold  it  denolinh  my  owa,  I  ha««  ae 
right  to  oomplain.  Of  that  I  nuike  no  ooaaplaiat. 
Jn  the  absence  of  other  grooad  of  attaek,  he  ar 
sumed  that  my  speech  sounded  very  mneh  la  his 
ear  like  a  tariff  speech.  Wiihont  being  ahle  lo 
lay  his  finger  upon  one  thooghi,  one  seatimeat,  aot 
lo  say  one  position,  which  gave  tbe  least  aoaawa 
ance  to  such  an  assumption,  the  hoaorabia  mem- 
ber, taking  coancH  of  bis  ear,  and  not  of  his 
mind,  aed  doabtlees  responding  to  sm  eager  d»- 
sin  to  eaat  me  off  from  the  confidence  of  my  ooa- 
siituenis,  denounced  me,  by  all  &ir  implieaiiim,  as 
a  tariff  man.  Sir,  that  confidence  has  beea,  at  it 
ou^t  to  have  been,  slow  of  growth,  hard  of  a» 
qaiiitioi>;  and,  whether  it  be  great  otsoiall^my  eot- 
league  will  endeavor  in  vain  to  diake  it  by  ia- 
naendos,  bints,  impressions  and  evil  sanaaiei. 
He  will  fail  of  his  object.  Those  who  sou  mt 
here  will  require  stronger  proof  that  I  advocaist 
tariff  for  proicctien  tbsii  the  gentleaua's  iacraai? 
can  extract  from  my  apeee'i.  They  will  aea  aa< 
read  for  themsdres.  Did  wjt  eoUeagae  iadeadis 
leach  the  peopk  i)|at  we  were  ^ihlcpalao  apat 
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tiie  tariff,  ud  that  he  was  tie  sole  exponent  of 
Soniheni  taiih  and  Soathera  principlel  It  woald 
seem  so;  I  ruthless  to  the  Stale  npon  whose  soil 
I  w*^  bora,  and  beneath  whose  sod  myself  and 
my  children,  if  sach  be  the  will  of  Providence,  are 
destined  to  sleep !  No,  sir;  I  may,  tbrongb  faili. 
bility  of  jodginent,  mistake  her  honor  or  her  in* 
tnrest,  bat  I  can  never  betray  them. 

By  way  of  making  ont  as  strong  a  ease  at  poesi- 
ble,  it  has  been  said  that  we  are  not  only  for  high 
tatiS^  bat  go  also  for  the  distribation  of  the  pro. 
ceeds  of  the  public  lands.  And  almost  erery  gen- 
tleman who  has  addressed  yonia  opposition  to 
the  poiioy  of  raising  revenne  by  imposts  has  wound 
up  bts  alarm  harangne  by  as  vivid  a  presentation 
of  ttie  nsnal  bank  horrors  as  a  highly  stimalated' 
fancy  woald  permit.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  it 
was  indispensable  for  my  colleagae,  in  order  to 
get'np  the  merest  color  oi  heterodoxy,  to  travel  oat 
of  the  record  of  my  speech.  That,  anfortUDately 
for  his  piirposes,  was  aonnd — qniie  orthodox;  quite 
in  accordance  with  all  the  canons  of  the  trae 
dkoTcb.  In  the  abseoce  therefore,  of  either  mis- 
statements of  fact  or  errors  of  opinion,  h*  draws 
largely  upon  his  imagioatioD — listens  for  tariff 
treadiery,and  fondly  dreams  and  vainly  charges 
that  his  ooHeagae  is  the  advocate  of  most  damning 
heresies. 

Sir,  I  have  opinions  qpon  the  great  sabjects  re-, 
felted  to,  well-matured  opinions;  an<i  when  the 
time  arrivts  for  acting  on  them,  1  will  act  and 
take  1^0  coansel  firom  my  colleagae.  I  will  neither 
eonsalt  his  hopes  nor  his  fears.  I  can  sssare  him 
diat  no  false  clamor  that  he  and  others  may  raise 
will  draw  ma  from  a  faithful  discharge  of  present 
obttgations.  I  shall  not  be  deterred  by  the  cry  of 
Abolition,  tariff,  and  bank— cries  so  fraitl^ly 
raised  daring  the  last  summer,  sabserving  the  pur- 
pose of  freightening  aged  women  and  infant  children, 
bnt  having  no  terrors  for  men.  The  gentleman 
may .  go  sound  Us  alarms  in  the  nursery,  perhaps 
there  they  may  be  available. 

What,  sir,  do  you  think  of  that  magnanimity 
which  tortures  an  argument  into  a  construction 
which  neither  its  positions  nor  its  terms  will  bear? 
Or  of  thatlibenUity  which  infers  the  opinions  of  an 
adversary  from  what  he  omits  to  say  rather  than 
from  what  he  utters?  Which  passes  sentence  upon 
him  as  to  subjects  not  under  discussion  by  the  opi- 
nions he  pronounces  upon  those  that  are;  which 
infers  every  thing  and  proves  nothing;  which 
constructs  a  system  of  the  most  leprehensivc  poli- 
tics, fixes  it  by  artful  and  illegitimate  inferences 
npon  him,  and  then  with  quite  commendable  valor 
proceeds  to  its  demolitionl  Such  have  been  the 
tactics  of  my  honorable  colleagae.  He  has  his  bat- 
teries to  bear  npon  positiens  which  have  no  cx- 
istente  bnt  in  his  own  brain.  His  artillery  have 
let  off  their  impotent  volleys  upon  mere  vacuity. 
One  only  position,  as  I  before  remarked,  did  he 
controvert,  and  if  that  had  been  fsnecessfally  con- 
troverted, not  even  then  would  the  conclusions  be 
^w  as  to  my  tariff  tetadendes  have  been  legiti- 
mate, lite  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Bar- 
KAan]  proposed  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  should  make  laqniry  as  to  the  propriety  of 
raising  revenue  by  duties,  asking  no  protection,  and 
expressly  providing  that  the  duties  be  laid  accord- 
ing M  .the  provisions  of  the  compromise  act.  This 
was  one  of  the  ten  signs  of  the  gentleouui  from 
Virginia,  portending  death  to  the  RspnbHe;  and  it 
was  this,  next  to  my  own  hambhs  demonstrations, 
which  most  excited  the  ire  of  my  colleague.  Now, 
sir,  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  nowhere  npon  the 
reeords  of  this  session  is  to  be  fonnd  a  single  pro- 
position to  to  protect.  And  it  is  also  worthy  of  re- 
mark that  the  propoation  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  is,  most  of  all,  guiltless  of  protsction. 
Tet,  in  that  proposition,  gentlemen  affect  to  see 
abomiaatioBs  more  abominable  than  those  which 
are  fooiid  in  the  tariff  act  of  1896.  They  see  in 
it  the  inception  of  a  most  atupendons  system  of  ta- 
riff robbery.  The  very  able  gentleman,  no  doabt, 
as  well  as  his  friends,  was  ntteriy  confoaaded  to 
hear  that  there  was  in  his  rrojecl  infinitely  more 
than  he,  in  his  poor  philosophy,  ever  dreamed  of. 

Where,  said  the  gentleman,  were  my  eoUeagnes, 
that  they  did  not  rise  and  devounee  the  •mendmeni 
•f  die  qtember  ttom.  Hew  ToikT    His  oolle«|aes 


were  in  their  seats,  guard  log  wiih  calm  dignity  the 
rights  of  the  State,  and  disregarding  the  boisteroos 
and  harmless  rebukes  of  the  hoDorable  mvmber; 
The  question  and  the  manner  of  proponodiDg  it 
implied  selfeommendalion  and  censure.  As  to  my 
colleague's  right  to  commend  himself,  I  have  no- 
thing to  say — tiiat  is  a  matter  of  taste,  about  which, 
as  we  all  know,  there  ii  no  disputing;  but  I  deny 
his  right  to  become  the  censor  of  my  condact. 
Who  made  him  a  judge  over  those  who,  to  say  the 
least  of  them,  are  his  equals  herel  Not  the  people 
of  Georgia.  The  gentleman  can  choose  his  own 
coarse  of  action,  bnt  may  not  choose  for  others — 
others  who  think,  and  whose  consiitueney  believe 
they  require  no  guardian,  aad  who,  if  they  believed 
otherwise,  would  not  select  him.  I  say  nothing  of 
the  delicacy  and  respectfulness  which  characterized 
my  colleague'^  reply  ts  me.  For  me  to  expect  the 
courtesy  of  fair  debate  from  him,  was  to  look  for  a 
more  special  favor  than  he  extends  lb  any.  That 
is  not  his  wont.  He  has  undertaken  to  school  the 
Whig  members  from  Georgia — to  instrtiet  them  in 
their  duties.  He  has  complained  of  their  silence; 
and,  to  give  a  semblance  of  right  to  his  coaiplaiDts, 
he  talks  about  his  political  career  being  about  to 
close,  and  of  bis  early  return  to  the  ranks  of  the 
unofficial  people.  He  professes  to  be  one  of  our 
constituent!:,  whilst  he  exercises  the  prerogative  of 
a  representative.  One  of  those  relations,  I  should 
say,  is  qniie  enongh  for  him  at  one  time.  He  is  no 
constituent  of  mine;  and  in  that,  or  any  other  cha- 
racter, I  disclaim  his  instraclions.  1  reject  his 
counsel,  and  I  will  have  none  of  his  reproofs. 
When  I  have  occasion  to  ask  illumination,  I  will 
go  elsewhere,  I  will  consult  the  records  of  Ibe 
past,  ihe  opinions  and  characters  of  departed  men 
of  renown,  or  living  men  of  living  fame.  I  will 
consult  my  own  head  and  my  own  heart,  but  I  will 
not  consult  the  honorable  gentleman.  No,  sir; 
never. 

Mr.  Chairman,  one  word  to  certain  of  my  owu 
political  friends  upon  tfais  floor.  When  opinions, 
designated  as  Stale  rights  opinions,  are  avowed 
here,  gentlemen  affrct  to  treat  them  as  iocompre- 
heUFible,  and,  it  comprehended  at  all,  as  objects  of 
ridicule.  Upoh  their  faces  is  seen  the  smile  of  de- 
rision, and  they  sometimes  sneer  at  doctrines 
which  have  been  held  and  honored  by  the  greatest 
Wn  of  this  nation:  .  However  some  of  us  may 
dissent  from  ihe  abuse  and  perversion  of  State 
rights,  yet  we  siill  cherish  them.  Gentlemen  seem 
to  lorget  that  we  came  into  support  of  General 
Harrison  avowing  these  opinions,  and  they  need 
not  BOW  be  told  that,  he  being  elected,  we  have  not 
discarded  them.  Every  man  has  a  right  to  think 
for  himstir,  and  I  claim,  and  will  exercise,  the  pri- 
vilege of  retaining,  modifying,  or  wholly  changing 
my  opinions.  As  a  Harrison  man,  I  concede  to 
others  ibeic  opinions,  and  ask  toleration  for  my 
own.  If  »e  can  act  together,  well;  if  not,  we  may 
differ  and  divide  as  to  any  one  or  more  measures, 
when  called  to  act,  without  a  total  separation. 
With  perfect  respect  to  the  politicians  referred  to,  I 
beg  them  to  suppress  their  sneers  and  withhold 
their  deriding  smiles. 


NAVY  APPBOPKIATION  BILL. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  WICK, 

or  INDIANA, 
/n  the  Hov*t  tf  Reproenlo/ieM,  AtrMory  35, 1841. — 
The  Navy  Appropriaiion  bill  being  under  consi- 
deration, and  Mr.  Saltokstall  having  offered 
an   amendment  to'  aiigment  the  appropriation 
for  the  increase,  repair,  armament,  and  equip- 
ment of  the  Navy,  and  wear  and  tear  of  vessels 
in  commission,  from  |1,495,000  to  $2  000,000— 
Mr.   WICK  said:  I  am  aware,  Mc  Chairman, 
that  for  any  one  to  rise  to  address  the  committee 
now,  and  under  the  circnmstances  surroaoding  us, 
is  equivalent  to  a  soit  of  suicide.    Nevertheless, 
and  at  the  hazard  of  (jecomiDg /clo  it  te,  I  have 
obtained  the  floor  (as  I  am  willing  to  admit,  to  the 

Srejud'ce  of  abler  members)  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
eeming  myself  from  an  ai)fouaded  imputation. 
Sir,  it  has  been  said  tbat,  although  I  have  been  suf- 
ficiently prompt  in  speaking  my  mind  elsewhere 
concerning  t^  assembly  and  its  doings,  I  have 


been  somewhat  bashful  and  chary  here,  at  the 
plaee  where  declamation,  accusation,  Uodation, 
exaltation,  mourning,  aud  lamentation  are  wont  to 
be  made.  Here  then,  sir,  al  the  foram  in  which 
and  from  whence  the  nation  to  nnderstood  to  think, 
feel,  ruminate,  calculate,  guess,  reckon,  speak,  de- 
clare, condemn,  and  demolish,  have  I  risen  to  ^ve 
the  reasons  why  I  am  disinclined  to  vote  any  ia- " 
creased  appropriations  for  the  navy,  and  why,  if  I 
vote  the  Treasary  estimate  therefor,  the  vote  will 
be  given  grndgingly.  * 

I  am  not  inclined  against  large  appropriaiioBS 
for  the  navy  because  my  abiding  place  is  in  Um 
Central  West,  far  beyond  the  reach  of  hostile 
bombarding  squadrons.  Yet,  npon  this  poiat.  I 
I  must  say  I  have  been  no  little  amused  at  the  enort 
made,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  to  eoBvioee 
Western  members  that  a  navy  js  peculiarly  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  WiaUm  eommtne.  Bit, 
this  jest  is  tCo  bald.  The  great  Valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi has  no  valuable  commerce  for  the  defence 
of  which  a  navy  is  essential.  Western  prodacis, 
for  export,  are  such  as  the  rest  of  the  werld  will 
only  buy  when  they  are  hungry,  and  will  then  bay 
in  spite  of  war,  blockade,  and  all  other  obstmc- 
tions.  Tlie  world  is  an  eatitig  aitimaL  We  pro- 
duce the  materiel  necessary  to  satisfy  the  peptic 
wants  of  ovei-erowded  populations  in  other  re- 
gions, and  of  the  manufacmrer,  the  planter,  aad  of 
the  inhabitants  of  regions  naturally  steril,  or  ren- 
dered so  by  improvident  culture.  And,  sir,  we 
would  be  better  without  than  with  the  commeioe 
for'  the  protection  of  which  a  navy  is  particularly 
designed.  True,  a  navy  will  defend  oaf  fisheries 
and  oar  coast  aad  exporting  trades.  But  its  enw. 
gles  would  be  specially  devoted  to  the  protection 
of  the  trade  tfaroa|h  which  are  imported  Ihe  wines 
and  silks  which  debauch  taste,  and  the  gew-gaw 
trasbery  which  adorn  the  shelves,  the  counter,  and 
strong-box  of  the  Western  shop-keeper.  And  I 
am  just  old-fasfaioned  enough  to  inmgine  that  sneh 
a  commerce  is  not,  to  the  West,  wotth  defendinf  t 
more,  sir,  I  am  heretical  enough  to  honestly  be- 
lieve that,  if  such  commerce  could  be  neglected— 
not  unnecessarily  iadulfied  in— for  but  the  space 
ef  three  years,  the  great  Valley  of  the  Mississippi 
would  not  one  the  rest  of  the  world  a  dollar,  and 
would  be  the  dwelling-place  of  plenty,  peace,  hap- 
piness, and  virtue;  the  judicial  officer  would  be  the 
arbiter  of  misunderstandings  ins'ead  of  a  "miU"  to 
grind  the  lubstance  of  our  yeomanry  inio  money; 
the  execOiire  officer  woald  be  a  conservator  of  lb« 
peace,  a  terror  to  evil-doers,  insisad  ot  an  agent 
for  the  collection  of  debts;  and  the  husiness  of  out 
State  Legislatores  would  be  to  deBne  and  provide 
guards  for  individual  liberty  and  right.  They, 
woald  no  longer  be,  as  they  now  are,  the  panders 
of  miserable  schemes  of  Snance,  begotten  in  speoo- 
latioD,  "conceived  in  sin,  and  broafht  forth  in 
iniquity." 

Sir,  we  in  the  West  have  no  local  selfish  motive 
to  indace  as  to  favor  a  navy  for  the  defence  of 
commerce;  and,  sir,  we  need  no  sach  motive.  We 
recpgoise  a  navy  as  the  principal  bulwark  of  na- 
tional defence,  and  therefore  we  will  aid  the  nation 
in  its  maintenance  fhNa  patriotism  alone.  I,  fat 
myself,  consider  a  system  of  land  fortifications  as 
being  little  better  than  a  relic  of  bsrbarons  ages, 
when  every  feudal  lord  fortified  his  demene  and 
manned  his  castles  with  his  tenaniry  and  retaieers — 
when  the  human  faouly  foand  a  bosiness  in  offence 
•nd  defence — when  the  trade  of  the  world  was  war. 
Sir,  if  this  nation  should  ever  be  again  involved  in 
war,  it  will  be  found  impossible  to  defend  by  forti- 
fieation  every  assa'laUe  point.  Our  coast  and 
frontier  are  too  ezteasive  for  that.  We  must,  with 
oar  navy,  meet  the  enemy  upon  the  gn  at  deep,  and 
battle  with  him  there.  And  if  he  should  sneesfd 
in  contaminating  ont  soil,  by  landing  hostile  le- 
gions npon  our  shores,  we  ihust  (because  we  can- 
not anucipate  the  precise  point  of  bis  approach  and 
fortify  accordingly)  fight  him  from  behind  hasty 
intrenchraents  of  sand,  logs,  or  cotton  bags — and 
in  default  of  these,  the  l^soms  of  patriots  must 
become  the  ramparts  of  our  firesides  and  homes. 

Noiwiihstanding  all  these  considerations,  I  can- 
not v«te  large  appropriations  fot  the  navy,  until 
yon  abolish  your  miserable  scheme  of  a  navy 
board.    Sir,  the  bfMqrd  is  oompoeed  of  c^Maiis  to 
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ibe  nitvy,  whcuie  trade  is  fijhliag,  and  not  &bip> 
bailding.  Nov,  sir,  tacb  are  the  principJes  of  bu- 
Btan  elMracter,  that  every  man  imagines  bimself 
Solomon's  fint-boin  son.  In  the  good  old  limes  of 
oar  nary,  »ben  vessels  were  baiU  according  to 
models  farnishod  by  naral  aicbitects,  your  frigates 
were  eiack  sailers,  and  could  overtake,  or  run 
Kway  from,  an  enemy,  as  circomstaDces  migbt  re- 
qaiie.  BaLaince  you  have  ^ot  this  miserable  board 
at  the  bead  af  affairs,  the  new  vessels  are  all  so 
bnilt  and  Ve  old  ones  all  so  repaired,  thai,  with  two 
or  three  exeeptiplis,  yon  have  not  a  vessel  upon  ihe 
laoaoiain  wave  capable  of  giving  succesjfal  chase 
10  an  inferior,  or  of  escaping  from  a  saperior  force. 
ToKling  Mb*  are  they  all,  in  which  are  imprisoned 
Ike  gaUmnt  spirits  of  yoor  coantry,,  paralyzed  by 
the  remodelling  of  the  models  of  these  ships  by 
you  wretched  navy  board,  and  rendered  incapable 
of  any  service  but  thai  of  sarreudering  at  discre- 
tion to  an  overwhelming  force.  Sir,  rab  oat  your 
navy  board,  and  reorganize  the  Navy  Depattment, 
so  that  one  single  man  should  be  responsible  for 
the  models  of  vessels^  another  for  the  materials 
with  which  they  are  built,  another  for  their  arma- 
meats,  and  so  on;  and  I  will  then  vote  any  rea  ena- 
ble sum  tot  the  navy.  Responsibility,  individual 
Ksponsibilily,  is  ihe  great  spring  of  human  action. 
Bir,  yon  may  send  a  committer  to  ascertain  who  is 
responsible  fur  the  fauliy  construction  of  any  one 
of  the  vessels  of  your  navy — of  the  most  slaj^giiJi 
ereepei  among  them.  Your  committee  will  proie 
eaie  the  examination  till  they  may  think  they  have 
found  the  responsible  man.  But  put  your  finger 
on  him,  and  he  will  not  be  there.  He  will  tell 
you,  "the  board  ordered  it."  Boards,  like  corpo- 
rations, have  no  soul8~-like  them,  they  can  neither 
be  hanged,  dirgraoed,  nor  court  martialled.  Thcfe 
8  BOwetisn  for  them. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  a  word  to  say  to  my  honorable 
friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.Mison.]  In  his  speech  upon 
this '  qacstion,  that  honorable  gentleman  again 
arraigned  the  present  Admioistraiion  for  iu  tnp- 
poeed  opposition  to  appropriations  for  the  coniiau- 
ance  of  the  Cumberland  toad — a  subject  in  refer- 
ence to  which  that  honorable  gentleman  and  my- 
self, and  our  respective  consliiaeccies,  feel,  have 
fell,  and  will  continue  to  feei,  the  most  lively  inte- 
rest. Sir,  what  are  the  facts?  So  long  as  Con- 
grees  continued  to  make  appropriations  for  the  con- 
timation  of  the  Cumberland  road,  and  even  after 
SQoh  appropriations  were  denied,  Mr.  Van  Burcn 
caused  to  be  communicated  to  Congress  an  esti- 
mate for  the  eontinuHtion  of  the  road,  prepared  by 
the  Topographical  Bureau,  sanc;iooed  by  the  pro- 
per Department  having  charge  of  ihe  matter — viz: 
the  Department  of  War.  Jt  is  irue,  he  did  not 
cauie  such  estimate  to  be  submitied  by  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  becante  the  estimates  of  the 
Treasury  Department  are  Irguimately  confined  to 
snbjeets  of  expenditure  aiising  oat  of  constitutional 
oUigalioB  or  standing  laws,  permanent  in  ihcir 
nature,  and  in  their  words  and  spirit  implying  per- 
ptiuiiy.  The  appropnaiions  for  the  Cumborland 
lond  have  never  been  of  this  chancier.  On  the 
eentiary,  they  hare  been  made  by  laws,  in  letter 
and  ^irii  purporting  to  be  single  and  temporary  in 
their  object. 

And  now,  sir,  I  have  this  to  say  to  my  honorable 
friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Masob.]  /  fcne  defmdtd 
in-  iffck,  mid  igitli  my  pot,  lAJe  cohtm  of  Mr.  Vgn 
Bmrtn  in  r^firinct  («  thU  nijul.  If  PruidttU  Bar 
riim  ikaU  rteomm*nd,  in  dtaitd  temu,  in  hit  «nntti{ 
MMMWs,  yprepnolioni  fir  tk*  eonrimuHioa  ^  the 
CmmStrlimi  road,  «r  $haU  eouM  on  tttimUt  tkinfer 
U  kt  initrtei  in  th*  Trtosury  MimaU,  IpUdge  mystlf 
logetmang my  emuliiuenU,  and iaktbotk ali  Vut  I 
lune  tdd  in  d^fenet  tf  Mr.  Fan  fiuren  en  that  point. 
And,  sir,  if  my  respected  friend  [Mr.  Mason] 
will  publish,  along  with  his  speech,  that  which  1 
have  now  said  concerning  appropriations  for  the 
Cnmberland  road,  he  may  send  bis  printer  to  me 
for  a  ratable  proportion  of  the  bill,  and  I  will 
pay  it. 

A  word  to  my  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wist.] 
He  said  that  the  present  Administration  could  not 
be  kicked  into  a  war.  I  think  I  have  met  with  this 
expteasion  before.  If  I  mistake  not,  it  wax  used 
on  this  floor  by  an  opponent  of  Mr.  Madison'a  ad- 
ministration,  in  refetencn  to  thoae  limes  and  events. 


Perhaps  it  was  iben,  as  now,  used  by  a  Vii^iniao. 
No,  no,  DO,  it  came  from  the  vicinity  of  Hartferd. 
Mr.  Chairman,  what  would  ihe  honorable  member 
from  Virginia  haveT    Would  he  have 

"The  ocean  Into  tempest  toat. 

To  mil  a  (eatliet  or  to  drown  a  fl;;" 

[Mr.  WisB.    No,  no.] 

Mr.  Wick.  Our  difficulties  with  Great  Britain 
grow  out  of  transactiens  upon  onr  Norihern  and 
Noribeastern  boundaries.  On  the  Norlhein  bcun- 
dary  the  difficuliies  bad  their  origin  in  tbe  action  of 
individuals — meie  marauding.  Sorely  small  diffi- 
culties, arising  out  of  such  causes,  are  better  lefi  to 
the  curative  powers  of  time,  and  to  the  mutually 
pacific  explanaiions  of  dipkimacy,  than  committed 
to  the  arbitrament  of  arms,  rashly  assumed. 

Tbe  Maine  boundary  question  is  one  of  more 
diOiculty.  The  British  Government  have  raised  a 
claim  to  a  portioii  of  the  territory  of  a  sovereign 
Stale.  By  way  of  asserting  this  claim,  armed  de- 
monstrations, upon  the  debateable  ground,  nere 
made.  Encouraged  by  this,  timber-jtealers  com. 
menced  operations.  Sir,  here  is  a  cause  of  wai- 
But  the  cause,  in  all  prudence,  must  not  produce 
tbe  effect  until  after  reisaonbla  remonstrance  with, 
and  pertinacity  in,  'he  wrong-joer.  I  would  even 
resnrt  to  an  umpire  before  an  appeal  lo  arms. 

In  tbe  correspondence  between  the  British  Minis- 
ter and  th«  head  of  the  State  Department,  I  see  no 
lack  of  decision  and  diplomatic  point  on  eurside  of 
the  subject.  Let  every  mean  be  used  to  avoid  a 
national  siruggle  for  ibis  bit  of  pine  woodc;  and  if 
all  fail,  and  the  sharp  contest  must  come,  I  say,  go 
ahead,  Maine,  the  Hoosiers  will  come! 

Sir,  Ihe  two  past  Administrations  have  nsserled 
every  national  right,  with  a  spirit  Wiirthy  of  admi- 
ration; and  I  was  sorry  to  bear  my  gallant  friend 
from  Virginia  sav  that  this  AdmiaistratioD  conld 
not  be  kicked  into  a  war. 

Mr.WisB  eiplaioed,  observing  that  he  had  said, 
not  that  this  Administration  could  not  be  kicked 
into  a  war,  but  that  it  could  not  be  kicked  into  a 
war  nilh  Gnat  frifain;  and  alleged  that  Tex- 
an officers  were  permitted  t«  enlist,  openly  in 
American  cities,  soldiers  for  the  Texan  service, 
against  Meiico,  while  a  United  States  army  was 
stationed  upon  the  Northern  frontier  to  prevent 
the  inierfeience  of  our  citizens  in  behalf  of  Canadian 
patriots. 

Mr,  Wick-  I  admit  that  ihe  reproadi  was  con- 
fined to  a  war  with  Great  Britain.  Bui,  sir,  tbe 
cases  cited  by  the  honorable  member  from  Virginia 
are  not  parallel.  It  is  the  special  duty  of  the  Qo- 
vemment  to  provide  for  peace  upon  onr  borders. 
Personal  collisions  on  our  Northern  frontier,  and 
Ihe  interference  of  our  citizens  in  CanaiJian  mat- 
ters, are  calculated  to  compromit  the  national 
safety.  On  the  other  hand,  interfcfence  of  our  citi- 
zens in  the  contest  between  Texas  and  Mexico  en- 
sures our  national  ini^rity,  because  it  tend;  to 
raise  up  an  empire  of  friends  and  brothers  between 
eur  Southern  boundary  and  a  people  aliens  to  us 
in  feeling,  policy,  ieIigion,and  law.  Besides,  wbat 
bcld  hand  shall  be  put  forth  to  slay  the  onward 
march  of  the  Anglo-Saien  race,  carrying  civiliza- 
tion, liberal  opinions,  and  entrrprise  to  tbe  remote 
corners  of  tbe  earth,  baptizing  with  light  nations  in 
their  course  T 

In  the  progress  of  the  debate  upon  this  bill  hono- 
rable members  opposed  to  the  present  Administra- 
tion have  characterized  it  as  a  dying  power.  They 
have  depicted  to  onr  minds  its  last  dying  sirufigles. 
To  such  I  would  say,  in  the  nanie  of  Uemocratic 
principles,  "though  we  die,  yet  shall  we  live  again." 
Respectfully  too  would  I  offer  my  advice  to  the 
Opposition,  to  be  chary  of  reproaches  at  present. 
I  would  say  to  tbem,  Yon  have  kept  us  in  hot 
water  a  good  while.  Ycur  ingenuity  in  bringing 
forward  charges  has,  at  times,  puzzled  even  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
who,  in  order  to  answer  your  questions,  wis  bound 
to  know  every  thing,  and  some  things  besides. 
You  have  had  your  day.  You  have  succeeded. 
You  have  made  the  people  believe  a  portion  of 
your  evidence.  You  will  soon  be  in  power.  The 
tables  will  iben  be  turned  upon  yon.  You  will  be 
questioned  in  this  ball.  You  will  be  called  up 
to  answer  charges  in  relation  to  evefy  thing  under 
tbe  sua.    And,  although  you  may  have  the  major 


part  of  talent  on  your  side,  yon  will  often  be  pw- 
zled.  Sharp  tongues  and  bold  pens  wilt  galT  yon. 
You  cannot  bring  the  good  times  which  roa  hu« 
promised.  Your  panaceas  for  State  and  intHvfeU 
indebtedness  will  fail.  Money  will  not  gisw  m 
the  bushes,  nor  will  your  legislation  rniae  piiceSiOt 
produce  demand.  Mind,  I  tell  you,  yon  will,  u 
Burns  said  of  one  of  his  poetical  herors,  in  n  awa, 
you  will  "have  business  on  your  banda."  Bn« 
"Old  Tip,"  all  innocent,  as  be  will  qaite  prohabii 
be,  in  the  premise.^,  will  be  in  all  sorts  of  tnmUe. 
I  intend  to  du  him  justice.  But,  in  bittnmen  aa4 
gall,  will  he  learu/Urom  panisan  injustice,  that  iht 
White  House  is,  at  best,  a  jagged  palace,  that  m 
pillo<e«  are  filled  with  thoins,  instead  of  down,  tai 
that  all  is  not  gold  there  that  glistened  in  Ogls^  i^^ 
Since  I  have  been  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have 
discovered  that  it  is,  at  nearly  all  times,  peifeclij 
in  order  for  a  member  to  "define  his  posi'ioa."  I 
wish  lo  avail  myself  of  the  opporinni^,  if  this  he 
tbe  proper  occasion,  and,  if  it  be  not,  I  ask  the  » 
dulgence  of  the  committee  while  I  disdiaite  that 
peremptory  duty  prescribed  by4he  Ux  Ud.  f  ha*t 
cultivated,  of  late,  an  indifference;  as  to  repaiatioB, 
because  I  have  seen  that  much  of  that  wfakh  b 
here  acquired  grows  out  of  a  waste  of  tioM,  and 
indulgence  of  personal  tivaby  and  animal  lenda- 
cies.  My  business  here,  nr,  is  not  with  intUvidn. 
als,  but  with  subject-s  principles,  nnd  ihiDgs.  I 
have  been,  to  a  great  extent,  a  silent  raemlrr;  aa4 
in  the  mean  time,  I  am  aware  that  some  fialss 
pr^Ae^  or  other  bar,  by  siatemenis  made  at  hazard, 
or  upon  authority  of  a  character  too  qaestioaaUe 
to  justify  any  one  in  commiitiog  himself  thereon, 
produced  ettoneons  impressions  eoncemiaf;  the 
humble  individual  now  addressing  tbe  comaiitae. 
Even  the  newspapers  have  received  iheir  leason, 
and  have  pummelled  me,  in  prose  and  scmg,  as  a 
renegade,  Iraitor,  and  all.  that.  Sir,  I  was  imh 
elected  as  a  Clay  man-  I  came  not  here  to  follow 
in  any  one's  wake — to  be  no  one's  ealo- 
rist— to  take  ezcepiions  to  no  one  in  pattiea- 
lar.  I  would  be  sorry  to  acknowledge  any 
man  a  a  "bit  better  than  be  ought  to  be,"  anl 
equally  far  would  I  be  from  acknowledging  any 
man's  dangerous  greatness  by  making  him  ihs  ab- 
ject of  unceasing  attack  and  misieprenantaiicm.  I 
do  profess  to  be  a  moderate  man — modenie  ia 
feeling  and  action,  bat  decided  in  opinion  aad 
principle.  .  It  was  oniver»ally  known,  when  I  nas 
elected,  ibat  I  had  voted  for  Mr.  Van  Baren,  and 
bad  expressed  much  satisfaotian  with  the  gsactal 
tone  and  policy  of  his  Administration.  Bat,  ail, 
there  was  aicind^jf  informal  convention  on  thnsab- 
jeel,  and  it  wa^  agreed  that  1  shoold  vote  agaiiK 
tbe  independent  Treasury  measare,  and  ahem  eite 
things  do  as  should  aeem  to  me  right  nnd  prspet. 
And  upon  that  footiag  I  was  eleetnd  by  both  panna, 
to  some  good  extent.  Sir,  I  have  violatsd  at 
pledge,  as  has  been  represented.  I  have  bt^  iailh 
with  m;  contiitueacy.  I  am  a  Democrat  of  ifae  Vk^ 
gjnia  school — a  man  of  '98.  I  eannot,^  for  a  mo- 
ment, think  of  indulging  in  a  latiindinoM  CMinme- 
tien  of  the  Coasiiintion.  I  am  for  eoaatminc  its 
grant  of  powers  to  this  central  Qovetameni  airietly 
and  to  tbe  latter,  reserving  all  other  powers  to  As 
municipal  action  of  tbe  Statts.  And,  six,  I  asi 
only  fear,  as  tbe  worst  of  all  poUiieal  evils,  the  as- 
sertion and  exerose  of  powen  by  tlte  Fedetal  Q»- 
veiament  not  expressly  granted  by  the  chatter,  bet 
I  go  fnrdier.  I  bold  that  the  original  oompnetht. 
tween  tbe  sovereign  States  of  this  Coafedency  M 
Cor  its  motive  not  only  the  oorpotale  ndvanwfi  of 
tbe  whole,  but  also  tbe  sqiarata  adrania^e  of  caeh 
States  and  that  if  the  Federal  QovetuneatahMU, 
in  violation  of.  Ihe  Conatitution,  trifle  with  the 
rights  and  sovcrei^piiy  of  any  particnlar  Sinie,  ani 
enact  laws  of  partial  effect,  oppressive  in  the  iB» 
rests  or  rights  of  its  citizens,  or  conferring  ima*' 
niiies  and  benefits  upon  other  States,  dtmiad  to  te6l 
particular  State,  without  legitimate  rewon,  « 
adopt  measures  invading  rights  reeogiused  i^  Ike 
charter,  such  particular  Slate,  its  constimted  nib»' 
riiles  and  citizens,  have  a  ri(^t  to  rscur  to  «ri|iMi 
principles,  resist  the  exercise  of  the  power  by  tte 
Federal  Oovetnment  not  delegated  to  it,  mm!  do  *i 
best  she  may.  Sir,  in  some  respects  the  FMenl 
Government  is  sovereign— in  so  far  as  ilie  C«M- 
tntioB  has  made  it  to.    In  all  other 
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native  sovereignty  of  the  Slates  remains  complete, 
and  shines  forth  ontamished  by  asevrtion  and 
usage,  oiby  infriDgemenl  snbmittpd  to  as  the  choice 
of  evils.  To  this  honr  I  retain  the  opinion  that  the 
present  Execaiive  has  represented  Democratic 
principles  fairly  and  well,  and  therefore  I  baive 
continued  my  support  tbereio. 

Sneb,  sir,  is  my  political  creed.  That  it  was  al- 
ways such  I  will  not  say.  Ten  years  ago,  when  I 
was  as  honesl,  but  I  thinir  not  so  well  informed,4Ui 
I  now  am,  I  was  a  Utitudinarian — a  Fedeialist.  If 
any  one  jeers  ma  for  changing,  I  will  lell  him  that 
fools  never  change,  and  ibat  wise  meti  do  some- 
timss.  The  change  of  opinion  in  reference  to  my- 
self has  been  gradual,  honest,  and  complete.  It 
has  net  been  urith,  but  agakKt  wind,  tide,  and  the 
mream.  . 

A  word  as  to  (becoming  Administration,  and  I 
will  have  dooe.  If  President  Harrison  shall  be 
f<mnd  a  strict  constructionist — if  he  shall  withhold 
hiseonnteraDce  from  those  nneonslitattoaal  and 
dangerens  measures  which  have  ever  been  pressed 
apon  the  nation  by  latitudinariant,  I  will  support 
bis  adntinistiation,  and  encourage  others  to  abstain 
ttom  opposition.  But  I  must  not  be  expected  to 
■appon  his  adminittraiicn  if  he  shall  lend  Bzecti- 
tive  influence  in  furibexance  of  the  chaiteripg  of  a 
national  corporation,  or  systems  of  expenditure 
giving  rise  to  a  necessity  for  the  creation  of  a  pab- 
Uedebt. 

(Mr.  Jbhipcr  of  Maryland  here  asked  Mr-  Wick 
under  what  clause  of  the  Constitution  he  [Mr.  W.] 
claimed  authority  for  Cvogress  lo  appropriate  mo- 
ney upon  ihe  Cumberland  road.] 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  Wick,)  the  Cumberland  road  is  a 
military  road,  essential  for  the  common  defence. 

[Mr.  Wise.  Mr.  Jefferson  »aid  it  was  a  mili- 
tary road  ] 

Mr.  Wick.  Yes!  Mr.  Jefferson  called  it  a 
military  road;  and  who  will  say  that  he  was  not  a 
strict  and  literal  consumer  of  the  Consiitmionl  Sir, 
it  is  a  mili'ary  road.  Its  constructien  is  necessary 
for  the  transportation  of  arms,  munitions,  and  pro- 
viiions,  and  to  the  march  ol  armies  to  that  Western 
frontier  upon  which  your  policy  has — wisely,  be- 
caqse  yon  could  do  no  better— located  the  fragments 
of  a  hundred  triber,  who  may,  at  aay  momen',  na- 
»heath  the  Irnire  and  fling  the  tomahawk.  And  be- 
yond interpose  between  you  and  the  Pacific  a  hun- 
dred oiher  tribes,  with  whom  many  a  sanguinary 
struggle  may  be  expected.  Nor  is  this  all.  Yoo 
nuy  yet  have  to  grapple  with  the  power  of  the  two 
greatest  empires  on  ear<h,  in  a  contest  for  the  Pa- 
cific coast.  S:r,  you  may  deny  appropriaiions  for 
that  road  now.  Yon  may  close  your  earii  to  the 
voice  of  reason  and  of  justice;  but  yon  will  yet 
complete  that  thoroughfare  tp  the  great  ocean.  Yon 
may  incommode  the  present  generation  ky  refusing 
to  do  that  BOW  which  might  better  be  now  done 
than  hereafter.  But  you  will  yet  ob:y  the  com- 
aands  of  nature  and  necessity. 


ELECTION  OF  SERQEANT-AT-ARMS. 

DEBATE  IN  THb,  SENATE, 
MoHOAT,  March  8, 1841. 

Mr.  MERRICK  moved  to  take  np  the  resolution 
snhmitted  by  him  on  Saturday,  to  proceed  to  the- 
election  of  a  Strgeant-at-Arms  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
reao'ntion.  After  the  death  of  Judge  Haight,  a  strong 
appeal  was  made  to  this  body  on  ^half  of  bis  widow, 
and  arrangements  were  made  by  which  she  was 
to  receive  his  salary  for  the  entire  tTto  for  which  he 
waselected;  and  the  Asusiant  Doorkeeper  at  that  lime 
urted  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Sergeaot-at-Arms. 
liiis  course  was  adopted  from  motives  of  the 
purest  philanthropy  and  jastice:  that  the  GoverA- 
might  not  pay  two  salarie?,  and  yet  that  the 
widow  might  receive  that  of  which  she  stood  so 
mneb  in  need.  And  now  at  the  close  of  this  ses- 
ri<Ai,  when  there  was  no  earthly  use  for  a  Ser- 
geant4t-Arms,  why  should  they  impose  on  the 
Treasury  a  double  salary?  When  the  Democratic 
Senators  had  the  power,  they  refrained  from^using 
it,  and  determined  not  lo  elect  a  Sergeani-at-Arms; 
Ihty  agreed  to  do  without  this  oflicer;  and  now', 
when  no  reason  for  the  deelion  exist!— when  they 


could  do  without  him  until  the  meeting  of  Con- 
greis,  he  could  not  vote  for  an  election,  and  he 
called  fur  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  adopting  the  re- 
solution. ' 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  the  Senate  on  a  former  day 
had  thought  fit  to  mal-e  a  liberal  grant  to  the  widow 
of  the  late  Seigeant-ai-Arms;  that  was  very  good 
in  itself,  but  it  afforded  no  good  reason  why  they 
should  dispense  with  a  Sergeant-at*Arms.  The 
office  was  vacant,  and  it  was  proper  that  it  should 
be  filled,  and  he  therefore  moved  that  they  proceed 
to  fill  it. 

Mr.  KINS  expressed  his  surprise  that  the  gen- 
tleman had  thought  proper  to  bring  forward  this  re- 
solution at  the  close  of  this  Executive  session. 
They  had  a  law  fixing  the  time  of  the  election  of 
their  offleers,  and  that  was  at  the  commencement 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  YonNG,  with  the  permission  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Alabama,  interposed  Cor  the  purpose  of 
placing  before  the  Senate  the  precise  terms  of  the 
rule,  which  he  read  as  followi: 

"RiTLE  49.  The  Secretary  of  the  Slenate,  the  Ser- 
geant-al-Arms  and  Doorkeeper,  and  the  Assistant 
Doorkeeper,  shall  be  chosen  on  the  second  Mon- 
day of  the  first  session  of  the  SIsI  Congress,  and  oa 
the  tame  day  of  the  first  session  of  every  .succeeding 
Congress." 

Mr.  KINQ  said  thai  was  the  law  to  uhich  he 
alluded,  which  was  binding  on  the  Senate  as  re- 
garded those  officers.  He.  knew  gentlemen  said 
there  was  a  vacancy  in  consequence  or  the  death  of 
Jadge  Haigbu  He  and  his  political  fiieads  knew 
Ihe  fact,  but  though  they  had  had  the  power  when 
the  vacancy  occurred,  they  dit  not  deem  it  obliga- 
tury  to  go  into  an  election.  They  (die  Democratic 
party)  acted  fairly  towards  the  party  that  was  to 
be  the  majority  after  the  4th  of  March;  and  he 
asked  with  what  propriety  ihey  cou'd  make  this 
election,  and  go  before  the  country,  after  giving  lo 
the  widow  of  their  late  officer  the  whole  salary  to 
the  close  of  the  year,  when  ihere  was  not  a  particle 
of  bnsines.s  to  be  done  by  the  new  incumbent  who- 
ever he  might  be7  It  was  n(  thing  under  the  &un 
hut  to  give  a  salary  when  the  officer  was  not  waiiied 
and  when  there  were  no  duties  to  be  perfor-ucd. 
If  this  was  the  "reform"  ihat  had  been  promised, 
the  new  Administration  would  not  have  mach  lo 
bout  of.  Here  an  officer  of  the  Senate,  not  wanted, 
was  to  be  forced  on  ibem  merely  to  give  bim  the 
salary.  No  gentleman  could  get  up  and  say  that 
offi(Ser  was  wanted;  and  if  not,  he  asked  why  elect 
him?  Could  Ihey  get  along  up  lo  the  close  of  the 
late  busy  and  excited  session  vrith  their  present  offi- 
cers, and  oould  they  not  close  this  extra  session— 
for  he  hoped  it  would  be  closed  Ihat  or  the  succeed- 
ing day — without  an  additional  one?  If  this  was  L 
to  be  a  specimen  of  what  was  to  be  expec'ed  from 
the  new  majority,  he  would  tell  them  that  many 
estimable  citizens  who  gave  their  support  ia  the 
expectation  of  "Retrenchment"  and  "Reform," 
would  turn  away  from  them  with  sorrow  and  re< 
gret.  But  they  were  amenable  lo  the  people,  and 
to  the  people  he  would  leave  them. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  really  it  appeared 
lo  him  gentlemen  on  Ihe  other  side  were  dispoised 
to  make  a  great  deal  out  of  a  very  small  affair. 
On  whatanlhority  did  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama veutare  to  assert  that  this  resolution  wu  to 
be  passed  to  make  a  place  for  a  favorite} 

Mr.  KING.    Toe  fact  itself. 

Mr.  CLAY.  There  was  none.  Here  wai  an 
office  with  certain  duties  attached  to  ii;  that  office 
was  vacant.  If  the  office  were  unnecessary,  bring 
forward  a  proposition  to  dispense  with  iu— altogeiher 
itholish  it — and,  if  that  was  done,  he  undertook  to 
say  that  they  (the  present  majority)  should  not 
fill  the  office  while  the  proposition  to  dispense  with 
it  aliogeUier,  was  unUr  consideration.  Here  was 
an  office  with  duties  attached  to  it:  now  there 
^oigbt  be,  and  in  all  probability  would  be,  anexta 
session.  There  was  no  official  aanonncemeni,  and 
^spQke,pnly  on  common  rumor,  and  on  information 
atUihtHM  t(^  the  President  of  (he  United  States  him- 
"  Ja  aei^  remarks  on  a  recent  visit  to  Richmond. 
itiJMUhenof  consequence  that  the  office  be 
and  that  the  officer  should  become  familiar 
with  the  duties  of  thiU  office  before  he  was  called 
to  in    The   salary    was— whatl     Some   |I500. 


Well,  if  thete  should  be  an  extra  session,  he  be- 
lieved Jko  gentleman  would  deny  that  thete  should 
not  be  a  Sergeant-at'Arms;  and,  if  there  should  be 
an  ezira  session  two  months  hence,  and  the  salary 
be  f  1500,  it  was  an  affair  of  (350.  Now,  it  was 
not  in  little  matters  of  this  sort — it  was  in  great 
and  important  sources  of  expenditure — those  mon- 
strous leaks  in  the  Treasury  which  had  left  it  dir 
— it  was  in  reforms  of  that  sort,,  by  which  the  Ad- 
ministration coming  into  power  was  to  benefit  the 
country.  But  grntlemen  told  them  they  had  used 
the  salary  in  a  gnuit  to  the  family  of  the  late  Ser- 
geant-at-Anns:  that  is,  that  those  having  the  power 
bad  given  the  salary  to  the  widow  of  the  late  Ser- 
geant at-Arms;  and  because  they  had  exer- 
cised their  charity  in  this  way,  the  public 
were  not  to  be  served  by  an  officer  whose 
duties  were  necessary.  Was  that  Ihe  sort  of 
reasoning  by  which  they  were  to  be  dissuaded 
from  the  performance  of  a  necessary  duty)  He 
(Mr.  Ciur)  did  not  complain  of  Ihe  exercise  of  this 
charitable  disposition;  gentlemen  had  ezertdsed  it 
towards  the  family  of  the  laie  incambent.  Be  it 
sd:  they  (the  Whigs)  bad  acquiesced.  But  he 
deemed  that  no  reason  ihey  should  not  fill  the  office, 
the  duties  of  which  might  be  necessary,  and  in  all 
probability  wsnld  be  necessary,  in  foity,  fifty,  or 
sixty  days  from  this  time.  Well,  then,  as  to  the 
rule  which  had  been  alluded  io  on  the  other  side:  it 
was  a  standing  rule,  and  for  what  purposel  To 
bring  the  officers  in  review  before  the  Senate,  ibat 
they  might  decide  on  their  continuation  in  office 
from  time  to  lime.  But  did  any  body  suppose  that 
they  conid  not  fill  at  another  time  a  vacancy  in  the 
office  occasioned  by  death?  Why,  suppose  they 
should  fill  this  biennial  office,  and,  two  days  after, 
Ihe  officer  shoold  die:  could  they  not  fill  the  va- 
cancy before  the  expiration  of  the  two  years?  Here 
was  a  vacancy,  the  duties  of  which,  he  repeated,  in 
all  human  probability,  would  be  necessary  in  a 
short  time;  and  it  had  been  proposed  to  fill  the  of- 
fice. H-  hoped  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  on  a 
reconsideration,  would  see  it  was  not  one  out  of 
which  any  thing  could  be  made  by  a  protracted  ar- 
gument. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  had  but  one  word  to  say  to 
the  Senator,  and  that  was,  thai  there  were  no  duties 
to  be  performed  after  the  adjournment  of  this  ses- 
sion; and  therefore  this — whether  the  salary  were 
great  or  small — vss  fiimply  a  question  of  salary  to 
a  favorite.  The  Senator  had  talked  about  Sena- 
tors on  this  side  givint  away  the  salary  to  the  fa- 
mily of  the  late  Sergeant-at-Arms.  Now,  did  not 
the  honor ible  Senator  know  that  the  pioposition 
came  from  one  of  his  own  friends?  (Mr.  White  of 
Indiana.]  That  proposition  was  pressed  on  tie 
good  feeling  of  Senators  contrary  to  his  (Mr. 
Kino's)  judgment,  and  he  did  not  vote  for 
it.  He  was  willing  to  vote  for  what  was 
osnally  paid  for  the  burial  of  such  an  o*"- 
ficer,  and  then  allow  his  famiry  to  bury  him  in  its 
own  way;  and  he  so  stated.  He  thought  that  was 
the  correct  cour.^,  but  the  honorable  Senator's 
(Mr.  CuT^,)  friends,  and  a  portion  of  his  (Mr. 
Kmo's)  thought  differently.  But  did  they  (the 
Democrats)  seize  upon  the  circumstance,  when 
jheywere  in  the  majority,  and  fill  the  vacancy? 
So:  they  acted  in  good  faith,  and  they  expressed 
them'«lves  in  good  faiie  that  the  vacancy  should 
not  be  filled,  as  the  present  Doarkeeper  had  agrreed 
to  discharge  the  duties,  and  it  was  not  filled. 
The  Senator  (Mr.  Clat)  seemed  to  forget  himself ' 
in  his  over  anxiety  to  regulate  and  control  every 
thing  at  bis  will  and  pleasure.  Did  they  (Mr. 
King's  friends)  offer  to  fill  the  office?  Had  they 
n::  Uie  power  to  fill  the  vacancy?  They  had,  but 
they  left  it  to  the  present  majority  to  exercise  their 
right  and  their  duty  at  the  proper  time;  but  they 
(Mr.  KiKo  and  his  fVien4s)  did  not  think  that,  at 
this  exira  session,  it  would  be  brought  forward, 
simply  to  make  a  place,  and  to  give  a  salary.  He 
was  not  to  be  twitted  wirii  the  exercise  of  improper 
liberality  towards  the  family  of  the  late  Sergeant- 
al-Arms.  He  was  willing  to  do  all  that  it  was 
right  and  proper  to  do,  bat  beyond  that,  he  was  not 
willing  to  go;  beyond^  that,  as  he  conceived,  the 
friends  of  this  gentleman  opposite  had  gone  in  the 
exercise  of  their  liberal  feelings.  He  had  deemed 
iladnty  which  he^wedto  himself  that  itterc  should  be 
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•  oorrect  understanding  of  ihis  matter;  beyond  that, 
lie  knew  it  was  aseleas  to  lalk,  for  tb«  fiat  had  gooe 
forth.  Be  it  so:  let  the  gentlemen  pfoceed  to  ihe 
tIeeiioD,  and  then  let  the  cooBtry  jadge  whether  it 
tias  a  litde  matter  or  a  great  matter.  "Straws 
shows  which  way  the  wind  blows." 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  laid,  it  seemed  to  him 
there  were  two  sides  to  the  qoe^tion.  The 'Senator 
from  Alabama  supposed  the  objtct  was  to  make  a 
place  for  a  favorite,  hot  what  had  that  gentleraao's 
party  donel  They  fthe  late  majority)  had  the 
power,  and  what  did  they  do  in  this  matter?  Not- 
withstanding ihey  did  not  till  this  office — notwith- 
sianding  the  Doorkeeper  agreed  to  discharge  the 
daiies  of  the  station  for  this  session — and  notwitb- 
siandiitg  the  amoant  g^ven  to  the  widow  of  the  Iat6 
8ergeaot':ai-Arms — from  that  qaaiter  eame  a  mo- 
tion to  give  tu  the  acting  Sergeant-at-Arms  |I,000 
extra,  for  abont  six  week's  service  in  discharging 
die  duties  of  that  office.  He  did  not  charge  it  on 
the  Senator  from  Alabama,  bat  it  came  from  over 
the  way,  (from  the  Democratic  side  of  the  Looie.) 
Tbat  motion  was  modified,  giving  |&00  extra  for 
the  discharge  of  the  dalies  which  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  should  bave  discharged.  Then,  as  a  matter 
of  economy,  it  Ihe  office  is  not  filled,  a  proposition 
will  come  hereafter  to  give  the  Doorkeeper  the 
same  pay  for  the  discharge  of  the  do  tics  of  the 
Seigeani-at-Arms.  Had  not  the  opposite  patty 
laid  down  that  principle;  and  in  the  ease  of  Attor- 
ney (General  Batler,  where  one  officer  performed 
doable  duty,  bad  ihey  not  paid  double  fees?  Had 
tb^  not  laid  down  the  same  principle  in  the  identi- 
cal caae  before  the  Senate?  He  (Mr.  Smith) 
voted  against  the  allswance;  bat  when  the  gentle- 
men oppojite  told  him  that  this  office  sfaoald  not  be 
filled  onHbe  ground  ot  economy,  and  by  their  ex- 
ample Ihey  showed  him  that  they  gave  Ihe  pay,  the 
charge  of  want  of  economy,  as  applied  to  him,  lost 
itself.  Bat  to  return  to  the  qaestion.  Here  was 
an  office  vacant;  shonid  ihey  fill  it,  and  have  a  re- 
sponsible officer,  or  should  they  agrte  to  give  the 
same  compensation,  by  way  of  extra  allowance,  to 
those  wbo  were  filling  inrerior  8tation.s  without  the 
responsibilityl  This  was  the  ground  on  which 
he  should  give  his  vote;  and  the  gentlemen  oppo- 
site could  not  expect  the  argument  of  "econom;" 
to  have  much  weight  on  him.  They  (the  Whigs) 
bad  jnst  as  mnch  right  to  charge  the  gentlemen  op- 
posite with  wishing  to  keep  ih'S  office  vacant,  that 
tbey  might  pay  an  officer  double,  a«  they  had  to 
diarge  back  upon  them  (the  Whigs)  an  appo  nt- 
ment  with  compensation,  wnere  there  were  no  du- 
ties to  be  discharged.  But  if  there  were  no  duties, 
why  did  not  the  gentlemen  opposite  discharge  the 
Doorkeeper?  It  was  not  a  question  whether  there 
were  dnties  during  the  vacation  or  not,  tboagb  he 
had  been  willing  not  to  fill  the  office. 
Mr.  KINQ.    So  you  were;  but  yoa  are  not  so 


Mr.  SMITH  would  tell  the  gentleman  why.  As 
the  matter  now  stands,  he  was  willing  to  give  bis 
vole  for'  the  appointment  of  a  Sergeant-at-Arou, 
rather  than  have  Inferior  officers  remunerated  by 
extra  compensation,  for  the  discharge  of  duties  of  a 
responsible  office. 

Mr.  EI(IG  wished  to  correct  a  statement  of  the 
Senator  from  Indiana,  made  in  the  coarse  of  his 
remarks  on  this  subject,  '^e  proposition  to  give 
extra  compeniation  did  apt  come  from  that  side  of 
Ihs  Senate,  if  the  honorable  Senator  meant  the  De- 
mocratic side. 

Mr.  SMITH  replied  that  the  proposition  came 
from  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  BairroN.] 

M!r.  KINQ  said  the  proposition  of  the  Senator 
Crom  Missoari  was  to  fix  a  regular  compensation, 
and  thereby  to  get  rid  of  the  "extras."  He  (Mr. 
KiMo)  suggested  the  propriety  of  such  a  course, 
and  his  friend  from  Missouri  introduced  a  proposi- 
tion to  that  effect,  and  it  was  sent  to  tite  Commit- 
tee on  the  Comingenl  BxpAises  of  the  Senate;  and 
subsequently,  Governor  Knight,  who  was  not  now 
(I  member,  but  who  was  as  worthy  a  man  as  ever 
occupied  a  seat  on  that  floor,  reported  from  tbat 
committee  the  propoiition  to  give  the  extra  allow- 
ance to  the  Doorkeeper.  He  (Mr.  Kuo)  kaew 
hist  as  much  about  these  things  as  the  Senator  from 
Indiana.  He  had  been  here  some  years;  he  had  not 
been  inattentive  to  passing  events;  and  he  had  seen 


tbat  the  coarse  which  had  b«en  pnrsued  in  relation 
to  compensating  dieir  officers,  led  to  difficulties. 
He  bad  hoped  a  fixed  compensation  would  be 
agreed  npon.  Let  it  be  liberal,  let  it  be  per- 
manent, and  let  them,  thereby,  get  rid  of  ex- 
tra compensatioi.  But  it  was  thought  imprac- 
ticable by  the  committee  to  fix  a  compensation 
that  was  just  and  right,  aad  when  the  allowance  to 
the  Doorkeeper  was  proposed,  wbo  objected?  His 
friend  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Hehoebsoh]  objected, 
and  his  friend  from  Arkansas,  [lyjlr.  SxriKa,]  he 
believed,  and  one  or  two  more,  but  it  passed  by  al- 
most unanimous  eon;<ent.  Six  was  the  precise 
number  that  objected,  as  the  ayes  and  noes  would 
show.  Well,  now,  of  these  how  many  were  of  the 
other  side?  Only  two— the  Senator  from  Indiana 
and  the  Senator  from  Mississippi — and  foor  were 
en  this  side;  and  this  was  to  be  the  groundwork  on 
which  the  gentleman  would  fix  their  vindication  of 
this  election  when  there  were  no  duties  to  perform, 
unless  the  new  Sergeantai-arms  came  here  and 
did  Ihe  daties  to-day  and  to-morrow.  He  repelled 
the  remark  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  Ihat  they 
wished  to  keep  open  an  office,  tbat  they  might  give 
additional  compensation  to  another  individual. 
That  individual  was  entitled  to  no  extra  compen- 
sation. 

As  to  the  extra  session,  it  appeared  that  they  had 
to  go  to  Richmond  for  their  information.  If 
the  extra  Session  were  to  be  early,  the  State  he 
-represented  would  be  irithonl  representation  in 
the  other  Honse;  and  he  had  been,  therefore, 
desirous  to  know  when,  or  whether  an  extra  session 
woald  be  held,  but  hitherto  he  could  get  no  precise 
information;  but  now  they  got  it  from  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  who  got  it  from  Richmond,  though 
that  Senator  had  told  them  in  the  early  part  of  tbe 
session  that  there  woald  be  one.  He  (Mr.  Kino) 
had  not  doubted  it  then,  for  he  look  it  the  Senator 
spoke  with  authority,  yet  he  had  maie  inquiries  of 
Mr.  Ewing  of  Ohio— a  gentleman  of  great  rerpee- 
tability,  but  of  diflerent  polities  from  him  (Mr. 
Kino) — who  ptomised  to  give  him  the  earliest  inti- 
mation of  the  period  fixed  upon,  which  he  had  not 
yet  done.  However,  it  was  said  that  they  were  to 
bave  an  extra  session,  and  they  mn;t  therefore  go 
into  an  eleciion  of  Sergeant-at-arms,  that  that  offi- 
cer might  make  him^lf  acquainted  with  his  dnties. 
Why  Ihis  was  really  laughable.  What  had 
he  to  do?  Was  it  necessary  tbat  he  should 
study  three  or  four  months  to  learn  to  keep 
all  persons  out  of  the  Senate  except  such  as 
were  enumerated  on  the  rules  at  the  door? 
Had  he  to  go  throitgh  a  long  course  of  studies  to 
learn  that  tite  galleries  were  not  to  interfere  with 
the  deliberations  of  tbe  Senate?  These  were  the 
studies  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  I  Bat  he  fe.'t  he 
was  merely  wasting  the  time  of  the  Senate,  and  he 
would  only  say  that  he  should  vote  against  tbe 
resolution.  He  cared  not  what  the  political  senti- 
ments of  the  Sergeant-al-Aro]!',  or  any  other  officer 
of  the  Senate,  might  be;  he  had  rarely  asked  him- 
self the  qaestion;  and  on  one  occasion,  when  be 
bad  labored,  with  more  than  ordinary  zeal,  to  get  a 
worthy  bat  unfortunate  man  elected  there,  (be 
man  said  to  bim,  "I  owe  it  to  yoa  frankly  to  say, 
tbat  I  am  an  old  Federalist."  He  was  elected,  and 
to  the  bust  of  his  ability  did  his  duty,  noiil  he  fell 
dead  in  yonder  room,  while  engaged  in  their  att- 
vice. 

Mr.  SEVIER  hoped  the  Senate  would  not  pro- 
ceed now  to  this  proposed  election.  He  had  been 
struck  with  some  surprise  at  the  remarks  of  the 
Senator  fh>m  Indiana,  [Mr.  Smitb]  The  position 
of  the  gentleman  opposite  was  that  tbey  (the  late 
majority)  had  been  in  tbe  habit  of  voting  extra  pay, 
and  therefore  the  other  side  tvere  disposed  to  fol- 
low that  splendid  example.  Bat  the  gentleman 
need  not  tell  him  this  story,  for  although  the  gen- 
tlemen opposite  had  cried  "reform,"  be  Imew 
when  it  came  to  the  test  that  it  would  turn  out  to 
be  "bumbng."  They  saw  it  the  other  day,  when 
fixing  the  compensation  of  postmasters  axfi  collec- 
tors, and  now  tbey  saw  it  again.  Yes,  white  they 
had  the  cry  of  "retrenchment"  and  "reform"  still 
in  their  ears— while  they  had  the  flag  of  "reform" 
flying  across  the  Avenue,  they  had  this  cotnmen- 
tary  on  that  profession  of  "reform."  He  had 
hoptd  that  the  example  of  iht  late  Administnttion, 


if  It  was  as  extravagant  as  it  had  ben  ammi 
to  be,  would  not  have  been  folio  ired,  bit  to! 
new  Administration  would  havetakauii,^ 
different  direction,  be  it  better  or  wont.  Bm»i 
salary  of  this  office,  which  it  Is  ao*  wnnit 
fill.  Subsequent  lo  the  death  of  oar  hie^T 
at-Arms,  a  Senator  from  Vermooi,  [Mr.  ttn: 
mov«d,  no  donbt,  by  feelings  which  in  ui 
creditable  to  htm,  introdnced  a  rewloiiai  iZ^ 
ing  to  give  to  tbe  widow  of  the  deeeued  SiiT 
dred  dollars  to  defray  the  expenses  of  ammii 
body  to  Vermont  was  for  ioiermeDi.  Tkisuji 
ed  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  fitm  h^ 
[  Mr.  Whiti,]  by  adding  to  die  ram  ibe  ww, 
salary  for  the  wbott  time  foi  which  he  vistM 
— two  years.  This  resolnlion  »is  ipetd  a  d 
agreed  to  on  the  understanding  that  the  |)m«it 
sistaat  Doorkeeper  would  disclitrge  tlie  diiJB(t 
the  situation  for  the  present  year.  IVrToidb 
money,  and  it  ww  paid;  and  the  DcmoeniiE  % 
jority — who  are  so  freqaenily  uiuieil  (« lia 
recklessness,  l^  gentlemen  on  tbe  opposten^ 
accordance  with  the  uRderslaDdio;,  muj;  h  g. 
tempt  to  fill  the  office,  thoagh  diey  hid  dx  pns 
But  it  was  said  they  wished  to  keep  theollln  opn 
that  they  might  vote  extra  lUovuce  ig  note 
Individual  for  performing  deible  dgty;  bii  ilk 
got  extra  compensation,  who  vodM  fin  ii  lo  hal 
Are  you  not  the  majority,  gntfenei  Motntnl 
and  if  he  gets  extra  pay  it  the  ler  aeaoi,  vilJ  k 
not  get  it  at  yoar  hand<,  uj  not  ii  oonf  Hi 
(Mr.  SxTiaa)  only  viewed  ite  proposed  d^tixol 
of  this  mailer  as  part  of  the  tpieoi  to  be  hemAe 
puisued,  and  as  anexempliiouoniK  ihsftTpite 
of  tbe  "great  Refonnfts"  of  the  lut  fcv  noiuk 
He  saw  no  earthly  reason  why  this  eMos  Mi 
not  be  postponed  until  tbe  Deetiiigof(heiiatC» 
gress.  The  business  of  tbeSenatt  vngeitlr  >"> 
and  if  we  elected  the  officer,  be  would  hire  to  » 
vices  to  perform  daring  the  reces-aetpi,  fif 
haps,  the  removal  of  the  carpels,  ud  thttniikiti 
safely  entrusted  to  the  Doorkeeper. 

Mr.  BENTON  believed  ii  to  be  ?eij  prefer ite 
this  motion  should  be  posiponed  mdldieKid 
Monday  of  tbe  next  session.  Ptoprielfuilfc 
existing  law  both  reqnired  it.  He  hid  btei  in 
long  enough  to  be  cottmporaneou  with  tk  oki- 
ment  of  the  law,  which  had  been  rnd  foilk  p- 
vernment  of  this  body,  and  be  knew  lie  raw* 
its  enactment.  With  i^rel  to  die  nl^ud  fc 
practice  under  it,  of  this  side  of  the  Has,  k 
knew  all  abont  it,  and  the  reason  t«  isti^ 
and  the  reason  why  it  bad  neierkeiApiMi 
from,  from  the  time  of  its  adoptiwio  4<  pras- 
This  office,  which  they  were  told  w  »«««T' 
be  filled,  to  enable  them  to  condid  biibuiM 
with  regularity,  had  a  sofficient  iitnaim  « * 
from  the  amount  of  salary,  tbeMsynnti  of » 
duties,  and  the  respectability  of  thmSec,"  t^ 
many  persons.  The  olfice  of  Seatuij »  ** 
nate,  the  Sergeant-at  Arms,  aid  tie  Dmwp». 
had  all  sufficient  attractions,  in  WtaJmW 
duties,  and  stations,  to  make  them  *«7''^ 
ny  persons.  The  oflJce  of  Setjeinwi^  « 
considered  more  desirable  tb«nMJi«"i'|J" 
gifq  it  WBJ  an  office  which  t'^'Sj^ 
not  very  laborious  datiet  for  any  I*™,"" 
year,  but  the  supervision  oret  oiheu,*"*" 
that  they  did  their  duty.  When  'l*'^? 
over  the  daUes  of  the  Serge»nt-ii-An«!«B^ 
until  the  ensuing  session  there  «f«'<^!S 
daring  which  be  repeived  his  "'"J''J"^ 
ing  to  his  own  business,  or  travelluis  »iw^ 
pleased.  One  vacation  was  of  nine  bo™  '"J 
tion,  during  which  his  dniifsenlittlyceisM*^ 
short  vacation  be  had  six  months.  "  ~T-,. 
office  that  was  desirtbleto  agreti «"»»  "|J 
sons— to  men  of  some  age;  «>«'«'  wi*" 
service  lo  their  country,  perhaps  iiiiK«'«° 
in  the  council,  but  whoha<lno»retM«"|; 
vate  life,  and  who  needed  tbe  »i"f}^Zi 
salary  would  bring; and  they  (o'^'^fZ.Z, 
Setgeam-at-Acms  a  place  ^^^^Za» 
every  ^fespec^  and  the  Senai*  W*"^-, 
those  who  had  applied  for  it.  P^ta„k 
respectability  in  the  cottnlry-.<oiM  "» 
seats  in  the  Honse  of  8p«w'"»"^r; 
then,  the  respectabiUty  i''f•<**^^  i»i 
many  tbat  appUed  for  8,11.  W»  ***' 
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time  ^hottld  be  fixed  that  persons  might  know 
ivben  to  apply,  aod  ibat  the  Senale  might  have 
time  to  think  on  the  sabjrct.  With  ihis  view,  some 
years  a;o  a  day  was  fixed  on  which  these  electirins 
sbonld  take  place,  and  that  day  was  fixed  with  a 
great  deal  o(  care;  It  was  not  the  first  Monday  or 
the  se«ion,  nor  the  first  Thnrsday,  bat  the  second 
Monday,  be  that  when  it  might.  The  Senate  went 
on  the  assnmpiion  tbat,(by  fixing  the  day,  it  would 
become  known,  and  that  all  persons  who  wished  to 
present  their  names  for  the  office  would  have  ao 
eqval  chance.  The  second  Monday  was  fixed  as 
tiM  day  on  which  the  office  sboold  be  filled,  and 
one  week  was  allowed  for  every  Senator  to  get  in 
his  place;  and  from  the  day  on  which  the  resolu- 
tion was  passed  to  the  present  time,  there  bad  been 
no  attempt  to  depart  from  it.  He  woatd  not  re- 
peat what  his  friends  had  said;  but  when  the  place 
Mcame  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  late  Sengeant-at- 
Arm;,  they  refused  to  fill  it,  althongh  they  were 
then  in  the  majority.  But  what  did  they  expect? 
Why,  that  no  office  wonld  be  filled  under  that  rule 
of  the  Senate — especially  at  this  Executive  session, 
wlien  there  was  no  business  for  inch  an  officer — 
befoie  the  second  Monday  of  the  next  lession  of 
Congress,  be  it  extra  or  otherwise.  Bnt  while  this 
■**i  their  expectation,  and  all  the  aidvantages 
wonld  resnlt  entirely  to  the  benefit  of  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side— for  it  was  amongst  tbeir  friends 
Hitt  the  office  wonld  go— while  it  Wks  their  ex- 
peetaiion'  that  the  vacancy  wonld  not  be  filled 
antn  the  regular  time  of  filling  it,  they  found 
notice  given  on  Saturdxv  to  proceed  on  Mon- 
day to  an  election.  The  day  on  which  the'  notice 
was  given,  too,  was  well  selected;  it  was  a  day  on 
wbic^  it  was  almost  impossible  that  aby  large  por- 
tion of  iheeommuh'ty  that  might  be  interested  iu 
thia  appointment  cjuld  become  acquainted  with 
the  factt,  for  it  was  a  day  of  storm  and  tempest,  on 
wMeh  bat  few  hbman  beings  could  move  about. 
Iliey  might,  in  faet,.say  that,  for  till  purp'^ses  of 
poblieity  lo  the  community,  ne  notice  had  been 
given  at  all;  for  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble on  Saitirday,  when  the  weather  prevented  pnb- 
Ueity,  and  yet  they  were  then  called  upon  to  go  info 
an  eleelioa  and  violate  every  teason  and  every 
eoBsideralion  which  bad  heretofore  governed  ih« 
eondnct  of  the  Senate.  What  had  this  officer  to 
do,  be  he  whom  he  mayl  for  he  (Mr.  Bxntom) 
piesnmed  be  was  fixed  upon— he  supposed  be  was 
already  eleeied,  so  far  as  the  snhetaoce  of  the  thing 
was  ooneeraed— the  form  only  being  wanted. 
What  had  be  to  do  from  ibis  time  to  the  second 
Moitday  of  the  next  session,  be  it  regular  or  extra? 
He  had  nothing  to  do,  bnt,  Hke  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  go  off  to  a  neighboring  State  if  he  lived 
there,  or  to  attend  to  bis  own  business  if  he  lived 
in  this  city.  He  bad  nothing  lo  do  from  this 
lime  until  the  day  for  regularly  making 
the  election  under  the  rules  of  the  House. 
Why  then  thii  baste— this  hot  hastet  Why  pre- 
cipitate an  election  under  such  considerationsi 
Why  violate  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  which  had 
been  adopted  for  their  Government  under  such 
eiceumsiances'}  The  amount  was  small,  but  it  was 
•omething;  and  as  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  had 
•ak).  whether  sm^l  or  great,  it  was  presisely  the 
same  in  principle.  Wlien  they  discovered  that 
■ome  officers  of  the  Qovemmeot,  such  as  marshals 
and  district  attorneys  bad  received  in  fees,  a-s  much 
as  |90,e00, 130,000,  and,  in  some  cases,  |50,900, 
which  was  never  intended  ucder  our  form  of  (}o- 
Tenuneni,  and  they  wished  to  place  some  limita- 
tion upon  it,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  re- 
sisted; and,  in  this  case,  they  also  opposed  any  at- 
tempt to  limit  expenditures.  So  that  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas  was  right;  be  it  large  or  small,  the 
resistance  was  the  same.  Certainly  they  (the  De- 
mocraiie  party)  had  acted  en  a  principle  which 
was  a  fair  one — that  of  not  filling  an  office  when  it 
was  not  needed,  and  when  it  wonld  give  an  undue 
advantage  to  persons  on  the  ground,  to  the  disad- 
vaiitage  of  those  who  were  distant.  He  thought 
they  ought  to  postpone  this  resolaiisn  to  the  second 
Monday  of  the  first  session  of  the  97th  Congress; 
be  would  make  that  motion,  and  on  this  question 
he  called  for  the  ays  and  noes. 

The  ares  and  noes  were  ordered. 

Mr  MANCnTM  read  several  extracts  firom  the 


jcurnal  of  the  Settat*  to  show  that  at  the  extra 
fiession  of  1837,  the  Senate  had  elected  their  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms  and  other  officers. 

Mr.  KINQ  said  that  what  the  Senator  called  an 
extra  se8!iion,  was  the  first  session  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Congrras;  and  the  ac'ion.  of  the  Senate  in  that 
instance  was  right  and  proper,  and  strictly  in  ac- 
cordance with  what  the  Dernocralic  Senators  now 
contended  for. 

The  qa«siion  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Benton's 
motion  ro  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  resola- 
lioD,  and  it  was  decided  in  thi  negative — ayes  30, 
noes' 36,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benion,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Ala.,  Cntbbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
^cRobrrtv,  Nieholjon,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn., 
8  urgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wright, 
Woodbury,  and  Young.— 30. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Berrien,  Bates, 
Bayard,Clay,  of  Ey.,Choate,Clayion,  Dixon,  EvaIl^ 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Morehead, 
Mangnm,  Merrick,  Miller,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives, 
Simmnnf,  Smith,  of  Ind.,  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
Wbite,  and  Woodbndge.— 36. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  VrRlOHTsaidhehadnoiinteaded  to  sty 
a  word  on  this  subject,  but  after  what  had  passed 
be  desired  now  to  say  a  very  few  words.  He  came 
into  this  body  in  1833.  in  a  m.tst  exciting  ses.<;ion 
of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  other  branch  of  Con- 
grees,  as  many  honorable  Senators  would  well  re- 
collect; he  believed  on  paper  ihey  bad  then  a  Sri^ 
geant-ai-Arms,  bnt  be  (Mr.  WBisaT)  never  saw 
him,  and  he  did  not  believe  the  man  was  ever  in  the 
Capitol,  from  the  day  on  which  he  (Mr.  WaioHT) 
took  his  seat  until  iheclose  of  that  session  of  Con-' 
gress.  The  duties  were  discharged  by  the  Door- 
keeper, precisely  as  they  have  been  since  the  death 
of  the  late  Seige&nt-al-Arms.  That  too  was  the 
year  of  the  Presidential  election,  and  an  Execu- 
tive session  was  held  immediately  after,  but  he 
heard  nothing  of  an  election  of  officers  of  the 
Senate  of  any  kind;  bnt  the  Doorkeeper  acted  on, 
and  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  annual  sua- 
sion of  Congress  the  elections  were  made;  bis  un- 
derstanding was,  that  the  Serg«ant-at-Arras  bad 
either  died  or  resigned.  He  mentioned  these  facts, 
for  he  wan  a  stranger  to  this  body  at  that  lime,  and 
he  believed  he  had  never  seen  an  occasion  in  the 
Senate  when  be  supposed  there  was  greater  neces- 
sity for  all  its  officenr.  Gentlemen  would  bear  him 
otit  when  b«  said  that,  day  by  day,  daring  the  short 
session,  their  galleries  and  lobbies,  and  not  the  re- 
cesses merely,  but  the  floor  itself,  was  filled  with 
persons  who  were  not  members  of  the  Senate,  but 
who  had  admission  under  the  rule,  ft  was  the 
most  exciting  period  in  the  history  of  the  legisla- 
tion of  this  country  that  he  had  ever  known;  but 
no  claim  was  then  set  ap  of  any  necessity  for  the 
appointment  of  these  officers  at  the  close  of  the 
session,  and  especially  at  the  close  of  a  short  Execu- 
tive session.  He  spoke  in  the  bearing  of  gentlemen 
who  were  members  of  the  body  at  that  time,  antl 
who,  if  he  stated  the  facts  incorrectly,  could  cor- 
rect him;  he  did  not  design  to  do  so.  Well,  what 
was  the  authority  her*  introduced  •  to  justify 
this  proeeedingt  It  was,  that  on  the  new  Con- 
gress beiog  convened  in  September  of  1837, 
the  two  Houses  proceeded  to  elect  their  offi- 
eers.  Now,  as  he  had  alrezdy  adiniitcd,  a  few 
days  ago,  no  matter  when  the  iwo  Houses 
shall  be  convened  for  the  STih  Congress,  iben 
they  should  elect  their  officers  for  the  Con- 
gress, but  not  at  this  Bxecutive  session  of  the 
Senate.  The  Senate,  for  weeks,  had  sat  there 
quietly  with  no  Sergeant-at«Arms,  or  with  one 
who  did  not,  perhaps,  during  the  whole  ression, 
appear  in  the  Senate,  or  not  more  than  once  or 
twiof ;  and  if  the  Senate  conid  go  on  with  its  busi- 
ncB  at  an  exciting  period  wiihout  that  officer, 
could  there  be  any  necessity  for  him  now,  when 
Ihey  were  convened  as  an  Executive  session?  Bat 
perhaps  he  was  departing  from  the  point,  for  he 
had  heard  no  argument  in  support  of  the  resolu- 
tion, aniy  that  they  should  put  a  man  at  school  to 
qualify  him  for  the  office  in  time  to  come.  Well, 
if  that  were  a  necessary  duty,  that  office  was  to  be 
mnch  mon  eomplieated  than  be  bad  yet  known  it. 


By  their  permanent  rules  they  were  even  wiihout 
anthoriiy  to  provide  for  contingencies  bv  death  or 
other  vacancies,  ba:  they  had  settled  the  fact  that 
the  election  shall  be  made — when?  A  month,  two 
months,  three  months,  in  advance  of  the  time  when 
the  officer  should  enter  on  his  doties?  No:  but  he 
believed  one  veek  afier  the  Congress  had  assembled 
for  which  the  officer  was  to  be  elected.  He  bad  ne- 
ver known  any  such  construction  of  the  rules  of  the 
Senate,  nor  was  such  an  idea  ever  before  entertained, 
that  they  should  pat  a  man  through  drill  and  exer- 
cise to  make  blm  competent  lo  perform  these 
dnlies. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  lesolalion 
was  adopted,  ayes  26  noes  19,  as  follows: 

YEA.3 — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Berrien,  Bates, 
Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Choate,  Dixon, 
Evans,  E[endersott,  Huptington,  Ker,  Mangnm, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives, 
Simmons,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sonihard,  Tlillmadge, 
Woodbridge,  and  White — 36. 

NAYiS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benion,  Bnchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Cnihbert,  Fnlton,  King, 
Linn,  McRoberis,  Nicholson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Coniieciicut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wright, 
Woodbury,  and  "Vonng — 19. 

Mr.  MERRICK  then  ro!e  and  said:  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  nominate  Edward  Dyer  of  Waihington 
city. 

Mr.  KING.  Thai  is  nnusuaj;  it  is  out  of  order; 
we  make  no  nominations  here. 

Several  other  Senators  made  similar  obeerva- 
tions. 

Mr.  MERRICK.    I  was  not  aware  of  that. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  baltot  for  a  Ser- 
geant.at-Arm<,  and  the  'Vies  Prisiobut  anncnnced  - 
the  result  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes       -       -        •      46 

Of  which  Edward  I>|rer  received  -       -   26 

Mr.  Dyer  was  accordingly  declared  duly  elected, 
and  took  the  oath  of  office. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  ADAMS, 

OF  HASSAOHUSEITS, 
In  t\t  Htuu  of  Repreitntatites,  Fttruart  4, 1841 — On 

the  bill  providing  lor  an  issue  of  Treasury  Notes. 

The  House  being  in  Committee  ef  tbe  Whole 
on  the  .state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Cisir  of  Illinois  in 
the  chair,)  on  ibe  bill  providing  for  an  issae  of 
Treasury  notes;  and  the  question  being  on  the  mo- 
tion lo  sirike  out  the  enacting  elaost— 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  CmiRMitN:  Like  the  gentleman  who  has  ji»t 
tiken  his  seat,  (Mr.  J.  Qablind,)  it  had  not  been 
my  intention  to  addrecs  the  committee  upon  the 
bill  now  before  iu  It  is  not  now  my  intention  to 
enter  into  all  tbe  topics  of  conuoversy  which  have 
been  introduced;  it  is  my  intention  to  make  only  a 
few  remarks. 

In  tbe  first  place,  in  reference  to  ibis  bill:  I  was 
prepsred  to  vole  in  favor  of  it  on  tbe  first  day  on 
which  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  inirodsced  it.  I  have  been  prepared  to 
vote  for  it  from  that  day  to  ihii — and  to  vote  for 
it  with  as  much  expedition  as  is  generally  bestow- 
ed upon  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  ex> 
pendiiures  of  this  and  the  other  Housq  of  Congress 
— that  oaually  lakes  about  half  an  honr  in  each 
House.  This  is  a  bill  lo  raise  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  en- 
gagements of  the  nation — lo  pay  the  debts  of  the 
nation — to  pay  every  man  or  woman  that  may  have 
a  just  claim  upon  tbe  Treasury— «ad,  in  voting  for 
it,  I  do  not  at  all  consider  myself  as  volioir  for  n 
grant  of  money  to  the  Administration.  To  me  it 
is  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference,  so  far  as  tc^rda 
this  bill,  who  or  what  Ibe  Administration  may  be. 
I  vote  to  give  the  nation  the  means  lo  pay  its  own 
debts;  and  that,  too,  withont  slopping  to  inquire 
how  the  Treasury  has  come  to  be  in  sue b  a  eondi- 
tion  as  10  ieqdire  the  passage  of  this  bill  and  of 
other  bills  of  the  same  kind  for  which  I  have  voted 
constantly.  I  consider  my:elf  as  voting  R>  enable 
the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Seoreia- 
ty  of  the  Treasury  to  boast,  as  they  have  done,  that 
every  demand  upon  the  nation  ha*  been  fully  and 
faithfully  met.  The  President  of  the  United  Stairs 
has  mad*  that  boast.  Whether  it  has  been  correct* 
Jy  made  or  not,  is  a  question  into  which  I  will  not 
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enter  now;  bnl  I  say,  if  this  has  been  done,  it  hig 
b«en  done  b;  donations  of  mon^  from  this  and  the 
other  Honse  of  Congress;  that  it  has  been  done  by 
donations  which  I,  for  one,  believs  might  not  have 
been  needed.  I  Say,  therefore,  that  I  have  been, 
and  now  am,  ready  to  vole  for  this  bill,  and  that  I 
shall  vote  for  it  whenever  the  qaesiion  comes  up. 
I  sfaonld  probably  have  preferred  tbf  proposition 
EOggestcd  by  my  ftiend  [Mr.  BARRAaD]  as  to  the 
fbrm  of  raising  this  money,  and  most  especially  as 
10  the  means  of  meeting  the  eagagemenis  which  il 
contracts — that  is  to  say,  that  the  means  for  the 
payment  of  these  five  millions  of  dollars,  interest 
and  principal,  should  be  provided  at  the  same  time. 
That  has  been  the  great  defect  in  all  the  Treasury 
note  bills  for  the  last  thiee  or  fonr  years;  they  have 
all  gone  to  increase  the  deficiency  ia  the  Trea-^ory; 
they  bare  all  gone  to  add  to  f  oar  hardens;  and  ihey 
have  powponeil  to  a  fntnre  d^y  the  means  of  pay- 
ing that  Trty  debt — aot  only  the  debt  contracted  by 
the  notes  lhemselve.<>,  bnt  tbe  debt  which  occasioned 
the  necessity  of  those  notes.  There  is  a  principle 
of  political  economy  from  which  I,  for  one,  would 
never  depart  with  my  own  consent;  I  never  weald 
borrow  in  any  fomt — be  it  in  the  form  of  shinplas- 
lers.  Treasury  notes,  bunds,  scrip,  or  whatever  yon 
may  call  it— I  never  wonld  borrow  a  dollar  with- 
oat  providing  the  means  of  paying  it.  And  that  is 
ibe  fandamental  principle  on  which  the  funding 
system' of  Alexander  Hamilton  was  ibanded  at  the 
eommeneement  of  the  existence  of  this  Qovernment. 
He  laid  down,  in  his  report  to  Congress,  the  piin- 
eiple — and  that  principle  is  the  only  one  which  I 
eoneeive  to  be  vital  and  essential  to  the  justice  of 
any  thine  like  borrowing  money  by  Qovernments 
— Ifaat  when  yon  borrow  money  yon  shall  provide 
tbe  means  ofdiseharging  the  obligaiion— principal 
and  interest.  I  say,  therefore,  that  I  shoald  have 
preferred,  and  shoald  now  prefer;  if  inch  were  tbe 
opinion  of  thi;.  and  the  other  House  of  Congress,  to 
have  made  a  public  loan  in  a  regnlar  form,  in 
which  ample  provision  should  be  made  for  ibe 
paymeoi,  not  dniy  of  tbe  Treasury  notes  them- 
selves, but  of  all  thofe  arrears  and  deficiencies 
which  they  were  intended  nomioally  to  supply. 
This  must  be  done  hereafter. 

Now,  probably  it  would  not  have  been  n€ces?ary 
tor  me  to  have  said  another  syllable,  if  topics  bad 
not  been  introduced  into  this  discnssion  upon  which 
I  do  feel  myself  obliged  to  say  a  few  words.     We 
are  about  the  eomm?neeiaeni  of  a  new   Adminis- 
tration.   A  new  President  is  on  bis  way  to  this 
city;  and  it  is  expected  that,  within  the  space  of 
oae  short  monib,  be  will  a^ome  tbe  position  of 
the  Chief  Magiairaie  of  the  country.    From  that 
circumstance — that  is  to  say,  from  the  introdaction 
of  a  new  President  in  the  place  of  tbe  one  who 
BOW  fills  the  Ezecalive  chair — I,  for  myself,  have 
drawn  one  conclasion.    I  do  not  know   that  it  is 
eerrect — ^probably  it  may  not  meet  the  views  of  a 
very  large  portion  of  this  House;  bm  I  have  drawn 
Ae  conclasion  whieh  I  believe  the.  people  of  tbe 
United  Stales  have  drawn — that  Is,  that  the  system 
of  adimnistraiion  purtoed  by  the  present  existing 
PraMeat  ia  bot  satisfaeiory  to  tbe  people  of  tbis 
nation,  and  that  ihey  choose  to  have  a  change.    I 
will  not  enter  into  the  inquiry  now  whether  that 
coDclnsiav  is  just  or  notl    I  think,  however,  that 
the  people  have  cone  to-it,  and  I  cqncar  with  them 
ia  it.    I  do  not  think  that  the  political  administra- 
tion of  tbe  present  ii)camb*ni  is  profitable  and  use- 
Alt  to  the  people  of  this  nation,  but  (hat  a  change 
was  a  desirable  Ibing.    And  there  I  stop— for  my 
pirt,  there  I  step.    The  people  have  said  who  shall 
be  at  the  bead  of  tbe  A<lniiniscration  that  is  to  take 
Ae  place  of  the  present  one.    I  acquiesce  in  their 
decMoB.    Bat,  sir,  I  do  not  know — I  am  not  in 
tbe  confidence  of  tht  head  of  tiie  new  Administra- 
tion— I  do  not  know  what  bis  cystem  of  adminis- 
tration will  be.    A  system  of  administration  v,  of 
eovne,  a   very   compreheasive  and  complicated 
lUag.    It  involves  all  the  snbjeiets  which  have  been 
brongfat  into  discnssion  on  thii  bill,  and  which,  in 
my  opinion,  were  not  proper  to  be  bronght  into  tbe 
eonslderatioB  of  this  bill.    Nay,  it  involves  more; 
it  involves  not  only  th*  subject  of  the  finances — it 
involves  not  only  ibe  condition,  of  the  Treasury, 
bm  of  our  foreign  affairs— of  ocr  internal  affairs 
—of  tbe  relatioDs  between  tbe  United  States  and 


tbe  several  Slates — of  our  relations  with  the  Indians 
— of  the  public  lands — in    short,  of  every  thing 
that  is  connected  with  the  transaction  of  the  public 
affairs  of  the  nation.    All  of  them  are  parts  of  one 
system;  and  almost  all  of  them,  if  not  all,   will  be 
bronght  up  for  consideration  here.    I  say  this  dis- 
cnssion is  premature — that  the  proper  time  for  it 
has  not  yet  come.    You  are  discussing  bete  what 
shall  be  done — whether  wc  are  to  have  an  extra 
session — what  shall  be  done  with  the  public  lands 
— what  shall  be  done  with  the  Slate  debts — what 
shall  be  done  with  State  righu — what  shall  be  done 
as  to  a  National  Bank;  and  yet  you  do  not  know 
what  is  the  opinion  of  the  President  elect  of  the 
United  Slates,  who  is,  on  the  4ih  of  March,  (o  take 
tbe  Executive  chair.    I  find  in  a  little  book  hei<e— 
for  which  I  have  great  respect,  as  I  presume  tbe 
greater  portion  of  the  members  of  this  House  have 
— (the  Connitution  of  the  United  States,  which  de{* 
fines  the  powers  and  prescribes  the  duties  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States)—.!  say  I  find  it  is 
declared  that  "he  (the  President)  shall  from  time 
to  time  give  to  the  Congress  informaiion  of  tbe 
stale  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their  con- 
sideration such  measures  as  be  shall  judge  neces- 
aary  and  expedient;  he  may,  on  extraordinary  oc- 
casions, convene  both  Houses,  or  either  of  tfaiem," 
(kA.    What  does  this  sayt    Why,  making  tbe  ap- 
plication to  the  pireumstances  of  tbe  pi'esenl  time, 
it  says  that  when  General  Harrison  shall  be  inau- 
gurated in  that  chair,  or  on  the  steps  of  the  Capitol, 
or  wherever  it  may  be,  that  then  he,  ht  shall  deier- 
mice,    amongst   other    things,  whether  a  neces- 
sity for  an  extra  session  of  Congress  exists;  and  if  be 
finds  that  necessity,  he  will  say  so,  and  aet  accord- 
ingly. It  will  be  his  duty  to  do  this;  and  ifhe  does  not 
find  such  necessity  existing,  be  will  tay  so;    What, 
ihrn,  is  the  use  of  our  debating  here  week  after  week 
whether  it  is  or  isnot  necessary  to  have  an  extra  ses- 
sion? '  I  mention  this  merely  as   one  example.    I 
might  ^o  Ibroogh  the  whole  of  those  topics  which 
have  been  agitated  here  for  the  last  three  or  foar 
weeks,  and  say  tbe  very  same   thing  in  regard  to 
all  of  them.   We  are  diseas.^ing  things,  as  to  whieh, 
in  the  first  place,  w°  oaghi  to  know   what  are  the 
views  of  tbis  gentleman  who  is  coming  here  to 
take  possession  of  the  powers  thus  conferred  upon 
him.     We  have  been  doing  in  this  Houce  what  has 
been  doing  very  much  oui  of  it,  I  believe,  too;  for 
we  are  all  in  public  and  in  private  every  much  ad- 
dicted to  what  is  called  settling  the  affairs  of  tbe 
nation;  we  have  been  doing  that.    We  have  bom 
making    cabioels— ve  have  all    turned   cabinet- 
makers; and  I  shoald  have  hoped  that,  amidst  (bis 
immense  mass  of  cabinet-makers,  wc  might  have 
found  a  little  more  charity  and  mercy  towards 
manufactures  than  we  have  found.    I  say  we  are 
all  cabinet-makers.    Well,  we  ask  one  another 
every  day,  when  we  get  up  in  a  morning  and  go  to 
breakfast,  "Who  is  to  be  Secretary  of  Siaie^' 
"Who  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasaryl"    "Who  Post- 
master Qenerall"    "Who  Secretary  of  the  Navy!" 
and  so  on.    One  says,  one  day,  "Ji  is  this  man;" 
another  siys,  "No,  it  is  another  mao,"  and  so  on. 
Aitaong  other  things  which  I  hare  seen  in  the  news- 
papers, afjer  the  disposition  of  certain'  appoint- 
ments to  eeriain  gentlemen,  and  tbe  assignment  of 
certain  positions  to  individuals  who  are  not  to  have 
appointments,  was  the  statement  thai  my  friend 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  was  to  be  tbe  leader  of 
this  House.     Well,  I  thonght  that  as  I  have  been 
and  shall  be,  so  long  as  I  remain  here,  nty  own 
man,  ■  and  no  other  man's,"  I  thonght  that  I  should 
be  as  glad  to  array  himself  under  the  lead  of  the 
genilenun  from  Virginia  as  under  that  of  any  other 
member  of  this  House,  most  especially  from  what 
I  have  seen  of  bis  political  character  for  a  year  or 
two  past,  were  it  not  for  a  very  important  and  very 
vital  thing  to  my  policy,  in  which   I  stand  at  the 
opposite   pole   from   that  gentleman.     But,  alto- 
gether, be  has  been  so  cbivalric,  he  has  been  so  ef- 
feetive,  so  efficient,  in  exposing  tbe  abuses  of  the 
present  Administration,  at  great  hazard  to  himself, 
and,  as  I  thought,  laying  in  for  hiihself  a  great 
stock  of  credit  with  the  people  of  this  country,  that 
I  have  overlooked  and  forgiven  maity  things  in 
which  he  and  I  are  altc^ther  at  variance,  and  in 
reference  to  which  I  expect  that  I  always  shall  he 
at  variance  with  that  gentleman. 


When  he  first  reappeared  in  this  Honu  afe  a 
absence  of  considerable  tribulation  io  biiisei;,ui: 
which  no  one  regretted  more  lb»a  I  did,  I  tkn^e 
ihe  genileman  assamed,  very  distincily,  vay  n- 
qnivoeally,  the  position  which  the  ne«s(a;ml 
have  referred  to  hid  given  to  bim — as  die  leriait 
this  Honse.  He  assumed  the  tone  and  the  warn 
belonging  to  that  station,  and  I  noticed  ii  u  lii 
time  in  the  few  remarks  that  txxA  place  b«ra 
him  and  myself. 

Mr.  Wisx  here  rose,  iatermpting  Mr.  inua 
and  said,  (as  the  Reporter  nndeistood,  iboi^  i 
was  with  diflicalty  he  heard,  owing  to  the  faa  tan 
Mr.  W.  turned  U>  the  other  side  of  the  HosseJUi 
gentleman  has  asserted  not  that  be  infened  te  I 
assumed  any  such  thing,  not  that  it  washisopaisa, 
but  I  understand  him  to  hare  asserted  tbe  fact,  lal 
I  wish  bun  now  to  say  whether  he  does  asKii  lb 
fact  that  I  assumed  that  lonel 

Mr.  Adahs.  I  am  glad  to  repeat  the  asKrtxa  I 
made  when  tbe  gentleman  pat  the  quesUw  u  ne 
on  a  former  occasion.  I  did  not  say,  nor  niud  » 
say,  that  he  bad  annoutced  himself,  as  fnia  te 
installation,  as  the  leader  of  this  House.  Wkit  I 
said,  and  what  I  now  say  is,  that  the  toneaadoaa- 
ner  with  whieh  he  came  into  this  House  afta  his 
absence,  were  such  as  to  assume  ipn  Jbe<«,wfaetha 
recogniied  by  tbis  House  or  bo^  the  posiUoa  of 
leadier.  That  is  what  I  said,  and  that  is  what  (-re- 
peat. Andinsajringtbis,  f  mnstietwom/stBcen 
and  cordial  thanks  to  the  geatieman  for  having 
said,  on  that  occasion,  that  ht  should  be  extremely 
averse  and  unwilling  to  qaanel  with  me.  Tlioae, 
I  believe,  wen  his  words;  I  Ao  n<A  misR^Rseai 
them. 

Mr.  Wise  here  called  upon  Mr.  Adub  to  desig- 
nate tbe  time  at  which  this  occurrence  had  takes 
place. 

Mr.  Adams.  It  was  at  the  re-appearMce  <A  ik 
gentleman  in  bis  seat  here  after  a  long  absence  oc- 
casioned by  sickness.  I  beOeve  tbe  comaiiM 
have  a  pretty  ditiinct  recollection  of  what  loak 
place  then,  if  the  gentleman  has  not. 

Mr.  Wise  was  nndentood  to  say  that  he  had  at 
knowledge  of  any  re-appearanee,  or  of  aoy  en 
which  could  be  exactly  charaeterixsd  by  the  lem 
re-appearance. 

Mr.  Adams.  I  will  not  take  issn*  with  ikgta- 
ileman  on  ibat  point.  Tbe  time  when  1  fiat  i»- 
tieed  the  gentleman's  assumption  io  this  Hmw- 
as  I  consider  it,  not  as  he  announeed  it— U  t)iep»- 
tiiion  of  leader  which  the  newspapers  hadassi|aei 
to  him,  is  not  many  days  past;  il  is  witkia  the  re- 
collection of  all  the  members  now  preseat  aad  tha 
present.  It  vas  nol  at  tbe  last  session  of  Coecresp, 
and  if  he  is  in  any  manner  hurt  at  \h«  aaeof  the 
term  "re-appearance,"  I  will  retract  ii— lad  I  wii 
say  it  was  bis  appearance  on  thai  patucnlat  oea- 
sion.  The  genileman,  very  much  to  ay  rrgret, 
aod  to  ihst,  I  presume,  of  a  majoriiy  of  '^ 
House,  and  I  trust  I  may  say  of  the  people  of  ike 
nation,  was  for  a  considerable  poctioa  (rf  ^  last 
session  of  Congress  and  of  the  present  alsmt  linn 
bis  Stat.  I  regretted  it;  not  only  from  Ae  dica«- 
stance  itself  and  from  my  friendly  fselcags  owaidi 
him,'but  from  tbe  cause,  which  I  nndentood  to  be 
very  severe  indisposition.  Roweva,is  I  ban 
said,  if  the  word  "re-appearanee"  has aay  thiag i> 
it  offensive  to  him,  I  withdraw  il.  I  si«jljtrfB 
to  a  particular  time  which  is  within  the  leeolKtM 
of  every  member  now  here  and  who  was  heieltaa- 
And  it  was  at  the  same  time  when  the  geadeatt. 
amongst  other  tfaings,  said  that  General  HsntM 
was  under  more  obligation  to  him  than  be  ww  > 
General  Harrison.  I  considered  that  asof  i*^ 
not  only  f  spuming  the  position  of  leader  beie,btt 
asserting  that  there  was  a  balance  of  aeeosm  dst 
between  him  and  General  Harrison  which  4e  g* 
tieman  expected  to  receive  at  some  time  «  alts- 
Thai  was  the  time  to  \^uch  I  refer. 

Mr.  Wise  here  intimated  that  be  did  not  pea* 
ly  hear  what  the  gentleman  had  said. 

Mr.  Adams.  What  I  understood  the  ^aSg»» 
to  say  was,  that  General  HarristM  owed  ■Met 
him  than  he  owed  toGeoeral  Hariitoo;  and  I  sp  ' 
I  inferred  from  that  there  wasabtlanoe  of  aeccai! 
to  be  settled  between  them,  rash  the  gealteas*"' 
peeted  to  receive  in  due  dnie.  Il  was  ntoo  at  tht  t« 
n^MS  he  mil^'  ^■'>*    '<*'%!%    **    ^  "^ 
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of  doelliog,  wb«b,  not  to  misrepresent  him,  I 
will  read  (torn  a  report  of  the  remarks  which  I 
(oimd  iD  the  National  Intelligencer.  If  they  are 
not  eoirecU/  reported,  I  denire  the  gentleman  to 
•ay  so. 

Mr.  A.  then  sent  to  (he  Clerk's  table  the  follov- 
iog  report,  taken  fromths  "National  Intelligeneer," 
and  which  was  read  by  the  Clerk: 

Mr.  Win  than  loae  and  nM:  Mr.  CbBlmuui,  I  do  not  Ibiak 
I  tvat  will  gin  war,  *l>'l«  I  luTe  the  floor,  lo  uiotlur  Kans 
of  Alt  aort.  Tiie  and  daalllng  bill  la  produeiog  ila  liittar 
ftniia— it  la  maldag  thia  Houaa  a  mere  "tMar-gardeo."  Wa 
iMva  ao  axafflpla  io  the  preaani  inataoea.  Hera,  with  jpensia- 
aioo  of  Ilia  Chair  and  eammiitae,  and  wltboat  a  call  to  or- 
der from  any  body,  we  lee  and  bear  one  mamlMr  [Mr, 
JoBWaoH]  nj  to  anoiher  [Mr.  Ouhcah)  "that  he  had  been 
braodadaa  a  coward  ou  thia  floor,'' the  oiharaaya  back  that  "he  ia 
a  liar !"  And,  air,  there  the  matlar  wilt  alop—lliara  will  be 
no  light. 

Mr.  Wise.    That  is  a  correct  report. 

Mr.  Aoius.  It  ia  a  correct  report?  Well,  sir, 
It  was  saggeeted  to  me  by  a  friend  of  mine  that  it 
was  not  correct,  aUhoogh  my  own  recollection  in- 
.  elined  me  to  the  belief  that  it  was.  But,  however 
that  may  be,  the  gentleman  now  vonofaes  that  it  is 
a  correct  report.  I  was  going  to  say  that  I  retom 
him  my  cordial  thanks  for  the  assertion  which  he 
nude  to  me,  and  which  I  do  not  expect  he  is  abont 
to  leeall,  (ihongh,  if  he  does,  of  course  I  mnst  sob- 
mit;)  I  say  ihat  assertion  wa&  heard  by  me  with 
great  pleasure.  He  said  (or  words  to  that  effrci) 
Uiat  there  was  no  member  here  with  whom  lie 
would  be  mote  anwilling  to  qairrel  than  with  me; 
and  be  conveyed  this  sentiment  in  complimentary 
expressions  with  regard  to  my  age  and  ezperienoe, 
and  those  things  which,  he  said,  entitled  me  to  bis 
general  respect.  I  thank  him  cordially  for  all 
this,  and  I  am  glad  to  have  an  opportanity  of  as- 
suring him  that  there  is  no  gentleman  in  this  House 
with  whom  I  would  be  more  unwilling  to  qitarrel 
than  with  him.  And  I  do  not  intend  ever  to  quar- 
rel with  him,  whether  be  thinks  proper  to  quarrel 
with  me  or  not  If  be  intends  to  do  so,  that  is  his 
concern.  Therefore,  I  do  not  mean  to  do  him  in- 
jostice  in  any  shape  or  form;  and  I  declare  that  it 
is  with  extreme  pain  and  relnctanee  that  I  have 
said  what  I  have  said,  and  shall  say  what  I  still 
have  to  say  in  relation  to  that  gentleman. 

He  has  acknowledged  the  report  of  his  remarks 
on  the  subject  of  dnelliog  to  be  just  and  true.  And 
'  what  is  the  inference  I  draw?  He  gave  an  acooont 
of  a  very  unpleasant  scene  between  two  membeia 
on  thii  floor — a  painful  scene,  I  suppose,  to  him 
and  me — much  so  to  mr — ^and  his  lamentation  in 
consequence  of  it  was,  that  "there  would  be  no 
fight."  That  wae  one  of  the  "bitter  fruits,"'  he 
said,  "of  the  duellicg  law." 

Mr.  WisB  here  rose  and  said  that  ha  took  this 

?ersonal  reference  as  an  act  of  great  injustice, 
'he  language  he  had  used  was  incapable  of  such  a 
constraction  by  uy  torture,  of  malice  itself,  even 
from  a  foe— much  less  from  a  gentleman  with 
whom  he  desired,  with  whom  it  was  his  pride,  to 
bs  friendly.  I  say  (continued  Mr.  W.)  Ihat  such 
a  construction  caiuot  be  justly  put  upon  my  lan- 
guage; it  IS  not  the  meaning  I  intended.  And  the 
gendemaa,  whilst  in  the  very  act  of  disclaiming 
any  intention  to  do  me  injustice,  is  doing  me  most 
violent  injustice — ao  injustice  which  be  is  oblised 
to  go  out  of  his  way  to  do— an  injusiice  which 
cannot  possibly  be  founded  in  a  good  or  friendly 
motive  of  any  desciiptioa.  I  say  so  with  pain  and 
regret 

Mr.  Adams.  The  gentleman  has  given  notice 
in  the  newspapers  to  his  constituents  that  they  must 
not  form  their  opinion  about  his  course  until  be 
had  wiitienont  his  remarks.  He  ia  going  to  write 
them  oat.  1  hope,  when  he  does  so,  he  will  write 
that  passage  as  a  part  of  his  speech;  and  then, 
when  it  goes  forth  to  the  whole  people  of  this  na- 
tion—duellists  and  non-duel  lists— I  am  willing  to 
leave  the  construction  of  what  the  gentleman  at 
tiMt  time  said,  to  their  unbiassed,  unsophisticated 
aenaa,  and  to  stand  at  issue  with  him  on  the  point. 
Vn  him  reply  as  he  pleases— I  say  it  is  the  fair 
censtmction  of  bis  language,  that  his  lamentation 
was  for  the  kws  of  the  fight  that  might  have  ensued 

.  if  the  ttiing  had  occurred  before  the  passage  of  the 

.  daelling  law. 

Ml.  Wm.ealled  Mr.  Aouu  to  older— insiMiag 
HI 


that  no  mors  violent  insult  coold  be  offered  to  him, 
as  a  geoiltman,  than  this. 

[The  oonfueion  in  the  Hall  was  here  so  great 
that  the  reporter  could  not  hear  more  than  the 
general  purport  of  what  was  said;  but  he  under- 
stood Mr.  Wisx  as  saying] — 

That  if  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (and  he,  Bdr.  W.  used  this  term  in  no 
cant  serioui>ne»,  but  in  that  sincere  respect  which 
age  should  always  command)  was  permitted  to 
pursue  this  course  of  personal  insult,  after  the  dis- 
elaimer  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  made  that  such  was  not 
his  meaning,  he  would  be  compelled  to  use  lan- 
guage to  (bat  gentleman  which  was  not  becoming 
the  order  of  this  Hoose,  and  which  he  would  not 
nw  if  he  could  avoid  it. 

The  CsAiaMxa  ssiid  he  did  not  understand  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adims)  as 
making  personal  allusion^  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Wisb.) 

Mr.  WisB.  I  understand  the  gentleman  as  re- 
peating as  fact  that  which  ia  unfonaded  and  un- 
just— (I  apply  this  lan^age  not  personally,  bat 
merely  as  repelling  the  imputation  upon  me}— not 
to  use  stronger  language — namely,  that  I  meant  to 
•noonrage  a  fight,  or  lamented  that  there  would 
not  be  one.  I  denied  it,  and  yet,  in  the  face  of 
that  denial,  the  gentleman  persists  in  adding  insult  to 
injury — injury,  in  the  first  place,  in  attributing  to  me 
a  meaning  which  I  never  had,  and  insult  in  re- 
peating it  after  I  had  disclaiined  it.  I  call  the  gen- 
tleman to  order,  and  ask  for  the  decision  of  the 
Chair. — [The  closing  senteace  was  not  heard  dis- 
tinctly by  the  Reporter — but  it  was  understood  to 
be,  that  if  the  committee  permitted  the  gentleman 
to  proceed,  and  he  persisted  in  this  course  of  re- 
mark, he  (Mr.  W.)  would  hurl  an  insult  at  him 
which,  if  he  were  not  a  venerable  gentleman,  woald 
have  its  meaning.] 

The  Chaibman  said:  The  Chair  does  not  nnder- 
sland  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Adaiu)  as  making  a  personal  reference  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise,)  but  simply  as 
giving  Itis  views  of  certain  remarks  made  by  the 
latter  gentleman. 

Mr.  Wise.  And  the  gentleman  irom  Massa- 
chusetts is  reiterating  the  charge  that  such  was  my 
meaning,  after  I  had  disclaimed  it. 

The  Craibman.  The  Chair  did  not  understand 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  as  saying  that 
such  was  the  meaning  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, but  only  as  asserting  ihat  such  was  the  con- 
struction which  he  put  upon  the  language. 

Mr.-  Wrae  was  understood  to  say  (though  very 
doubtfully  heard)  that  he  lamented  that  this  Honse 
having,  by  its  Uw,  stopped  duelling,  did  not  at  the 
same  time  take  upon  itself  to  provide  a  remedy  by 
putting  a  stop  to  insult.  He  would  not  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  might  take  his  own  track — he  (Mr. 
W.)  would  take  his. 

Mr.  Adams.  I  am  glad  that  the  gentleman  is 
willing  I  ihould  take  my  own  track;  and  if  he  will 
do  me  the  favor  not  to  make  three  speeches  to  my 
one,  he  will  confer  an  additional  obligation  upon 
me.  He  is  perfectly  at  liberty  to  make  what  reply 
he  chooses.  He  may,  if  he  likes,  insult  me,  as  he 
threatens  4hat  he  will.  I  have  said  I  shall  not 
quarrel  with  him.  What  did  he  mean  by  saying 
that  these  were  the  bitter  fruits  of  the  duelling 
law?  Was  it  smch  a  scene  at  that  which  happened 
in  the  Honse  that  called  forth  this  expression?  No; 
such  scenes  have  happened  twenty  times  before, 
when  thers  was  no  duelling  law.  The  object  of 
the  duelling  law  was  to  prevent  such  scenes— and, 
although  it  has  not  ei»tirely  dene  so,  yet  I  thank 
Ghid  that  it  has  produced  a  good  effect;  for  the  grn- 
tleman  himself  foresaw  that  there  would  be  no 
fight,  After  what  has  taken  place  in  this  Honse 
already,  it  would  have  been  a  deep  aggravation  to 
my  feelings  if  there  had  been  a  fight,  and  these 
gentlemen  [Messrs.  W.  C.  JoHttson  and  Dithoaii] 
had  hurt  each  other.  And  that  which  is  to  the 
gentleman  fVom  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  the  bitter 
fruit  of  that  law  is  to  me  its  most  glorious  fhtit — 
for  it  has  prevented  the  fight  which  frequently  fol- 
lowed similar  collisions  between  members  of  this 
Home.  The  gentleman  vras  all  ready  to  go  out  on 
^9^!i9*!;  M  dwBg»»-it  woBldtoyegim 


him  great  delight  if  some  more  Cilley  aeenea  Iwd 
been  enacted  ia  this  House. 

Mr.  Jbmifer  here  rose  and  called  llfir.  Adams  to 
order — at  the  same  time  appealing  to  die  Chair  lo 
enforce  the  rules  of  the  Hoose. 

Mr.  Akdriws  rose  for  a  similar  purpose. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carohna,  said  some- 
thing, which,  amidst  the  great  uproar,  the  Reporter 
could  neither  hear  nor  understand. 

Mr.  Wise  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts would  not  be  slopped.  Let  him  go  on;  let  him 
throw  out  his  venom — ^bitter,  malicious,  deadly 
as  it  was.  If  he  (Mr.  W.)  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  reply,  that  was  all  he  asked. 

Mr.  Adams.  Certainly  the  gentleman  shaU  have 
an  opportuaity  to  reply  to  his  hearth  oontent.  I 
stand  upon  ground  which  I  do  not  mean  to  concede 
to  him.  I  maintain  that  the  duelling  law  is  one  of 
the  best  laws  that  evar  was  enacted. 

Mr.  AsDaEws  here  rose  and  inquired  of  the 
Chair  what  was  the  question.  He  rose  to  a  point 
of  order,  and  he  should  insist  np<^n  a  decision. 

The  Chaibmav  said  the  debate  had  taken  an  ex- 
ceedingly wide  range;  and  that  the  Chairman  oould 
not  stop  it  now,  so  long  as  personaliUea  were 
avoided. 

Mr.  Aedbbws.  Does  the  Chair  decide  that  it  is 
in  order  for  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to 
proceed  in  the  manner  in  which  he  is  now  address- 
ing the  committee? 

The  Chaibman  said  that,  whilst  the  gentlrman 
from  Massachusetts  avoided  personalities,  the 
Chair,  looking  to  the  ran;e  of  debate  which  had 
hitherto  been  allowed,  oonid  not  arrsst  him. 

Mr.  AnDEEWs  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chafr;  but,  almost  in  the  same  instant,  withdiew 
the  appeal. 

Mr.  Adams  proceeded.  The  anbjeet  I  have  now 
touched  apon  is  not  so  wide  and  remote  from  the 
aubject  before  the  committee  as  the  gentleman  firom 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Andrews]  and  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Jerifeb]  appear  to  suppose.  lam 
going  to  give  to  this  committee,  if  I  may  be  permit- 
ted, my  reasons  for  not  being  willing  to  put  myself 
under  the  lead  of  the  gentleman  Arom  Virginia, 
[Mr-  Wise,]  as  the  representative  of  the  next  Ad- 
ministration in  this  Honse;  and  among  those  rea- 
sons is  his  deliberate  and  oft-repeated  opinion  that 
the  practice  of  dnelliog  ought  to  be  allowed  in  tUa 
District  between  the  members  of  this-  House,  and 
that  the  duelling  law,  in  making  wh'oh  I  take  to 
myself  the  pride  of  having  had  an  effective  instru- 
mentality, and  which  I  am  bound  not  to  see  treated 
with  contempt,  has  been  productive  of  Utter  fiuiu. 
And  this  ia  not  the  first  time  that  the  gentleman  has 
uttered  such  sentiments;  he  has  repeatedly  before 
expressed  his  opinion  about  the  tttUneu  of  the 
fruits  of  Ihat  law.  I  say,  therefore,  that  I  will  not 
put  myself  under  the  lead  of  any  professed  duellist, 
whether  he  thirsts  frr  blood  or  not,  whether,  after 
having  shot  a  man  through  (he  heart,  he  can  go  on 
and  shed  tears  for  his  fate. 

Mr.  Cbihii  here  rose  to  a  point  of  order— remark- 
ing that  (he  committee  might  assure  itself  he  wool! 
not  withdraw  it. 

The  Chairman.  The  Chair  hopes  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  will  not 
proceed  further  in  this  strain  of  remark. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  wished,  he  said,  to  gain 
the  floor  for  a  moment,  if  he  could. 

Mr.  Adams.    There  is  another  duellist. 

Mr.  Johnson  proceeded.  He  said  that,  a«  hit 
name  had  been  read  aloud  from  the  Clerks  table, he 
wished  te  make  one  remark.  He  made  it  lest  Uiis 
discussion  (hould  go  further,  and  take  a  latitude 
which  he  should  himself  grieve  to  be  indulged.  I 
shall  only  say,  that  I  presume  the  member  to  whom 
I  once  made  allosion  here  [Mr.  Duncan}  has  been 
satisfied  with  his  position.  I  am  aatisfted  with 
mine.  I  shall  not  refer  to  him  again;  and  I  pre- 
sume we  both  consider  the  account  settled  antt  ba- 
lanced. BntI  will  say  that,  saving  and  excepting 
that  individual,  to  whom  I  diselaim  making  any  re- 
ference now  or  hereafter,  and  saving  and  excepting 
the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massacfaosetts,  if  any 
man,  no  matter  of  what  party  or  politics  he  may 
be,  makes  one  single  indelicate  allusion  to  me, 
whether  I  will  or  will  not  pursue  this  ooane  or 
tot, h6 Will leewlntwfllte ate  coaie^u 
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will  see  whether  there  will  be  a  fight  or  not.    I 
give  lids  as  a  fair  monition  to  this  House. 

ISx^hBua.    Ht  will  see  what  be  will  se*. 

To  what  I  have  said,  and  in  what  I  ain  yet  aboat 
to  say,  if  in  order,  if  the  committee,  and  esprcially 
the  duellisia  of  this  eommiitee,  will  permit  me,  my 
otijeet  is  to  assign  reasons  why  I  will  never  pot 
myself  under  the  lead  of  a  professed  dnellist  in 
this  HoQse;  and,  f  or  that  purpose,  I  must  remark 
opoB  the  daeUing  law,  being  the  thing  which  pro- 
hibits that  piaclioe.  / 

Mr.  W18B  again  rose  to  order. 

Mr.  Adims.  Let  me  proceed;  yon  may  have  a 
week  to  answer  me,  if  you  choose. 

Mr.  Wise.  I  may  not  hare  an  opportnnity 
Does  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  intimate 
that  I  am  a  professed  duellist  becanse  I  might, 
under  certain  circnmstance^  fight?  I  never 
shot  a  man  through  the  heart,  nor  has  any  man 
teen  laid  in  the  grave  by  my  ballet.  I  have  uni- 
formly denounced  the  practice.  I  abhor  it.  I 
have  avoided  it,  and,  If  possible,  I  will  avoid  it  to 
the  day  of  my  death.  I  know  of  no  character 
Bkoie  to  be  abhorred  than  that  of  a  professed  dael- 
lisL  I  have  b«en  engaged  in  duels,  and,  if  snch 
cases  should  a^ain  occur,  I  might  do  as  I  hare 
done  before.  But  if  the  gentleman  means  to  de- 
signate me  as  soeh  a  character,  I  will  atk  bim  to 
lay  bis  band  upon  the  time  or  occasion  when  I 
ever  professed  more  than  this — that  I,  for  one,  like 
ny  friend  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Jornsov]  wciald 
Bot  be  bound  by  that  act,  if  such  a  case  shoald 
again  ooou;  and  that,  so  far  as  I  am  a  dnellist,  the 
act  is  mere  hmtumfUkoM;  it  has  no  force  npon 
me.  And  all  I  have  said  of  it  was,  that,  without 
the  power  to  prevent  a  fight,  it  gave  all  tl^  en- 
couragement to  a  quarrel. 

Mr.  AoaHS.  I  ant  not  willing  to  be  led  away 
b]r  false  issues.  I  did  not  charge  the  gentleman 
with  being  a  dnellist.  He  knows  what  his  profes- 
sions are,  and  he  knows  what  his  practice  is.  I 
did  not  charge  him,  I  say,  with  being  a  duellist.  I 
said  that,  as  a  public  man,  I  never  would  put  my- 
self under  the  lead  of  a  professed  dnellisi;  and  I  re- 
peat it.  The  gentleman  now  declares  in  the  face 
of  tbs  committee,  that  he  abhors  the  practice  of 
doeUiog.  I  am  extremely  happy  to  hear  it,  and  I 
hope  that  his  practice  from  this  day  to  the  end  of 
his  life  will  confirm  that  profession. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  practice  of  duelling.  I  do 
understand  the  gentleman  as  maintaining  that  duel- 
ling between  members  of  this  House,  for  matters 
passing  within  this  House,  Is  a  practice  that  ought 
not  to  be  suppressed.  I  understand  him  to  main- 
tain that  doctrine  now.  I  maintain  the  contrary; 
and  I  maintain  it  for  the  independence  of  this 
House — ^for  my  own  independence — for  the  inde- 
pendence of  those  with  whom  1  act — for  ths  inde- 
pendence of  the  members  from  the  Northern  see- 
lion  of  this  country,  who  not  only  abhor  duelling  in 
theory  but  in  practice,  and  in  consequence  of  which 
members  from  other  sections  are  perpetually  in- 
sulting them  on  this  floor,  under  the  impression 
that  tbe  insolt  will  not  be  resented. 

Mr.  Campbku.  of  South  Carolina  rose  and 
eatled  Mr.  Adams  to  order. 

The  Chaibman  said  something,  of  which  the  Re- 
porter could  not  hear  a  word;  (the  House  at  this 
moment  being  in  a  state  of  tempestuous  uproar.) 

When  the  voice  of  Mr.  Adams  again  canght  the 
car  of  the  Reporter,  Mr.  A.  was  proceeding  as  fol- 
lows: 

Would  yon  smother  discussion  on  the  duelling 
law}  There  is  not  a  point  in  the  affairs  of  this  na- 
tion more  important  tban  this  very  practice  of  du- 
elling— considered  as  a  point  of  honor  in  one  part 
of  the  Union,  and  a  point  of  infamy  in  another 

Stsl  of  the  Union— with  its  consequences.  I  say 
M;re  is  no  more  important  subject  that  can  go 
ioijb.  North  and  South,  East  and  West;  and  I, 
Ifai'Cefnre,  take  my  issue  upon  it.  I  have  come 
bMre  determined  to  do  so  between  the  difilBrent  por- 
luans  of  this  House,  and  in  order  to  see  whether 
t!iii  practice  is  to  be  continued;  whether  the  mem- 
b>;i*  from  that  section  of  the  Union  whose  princi- 
ples are  against  dnelling  are  to  be  insulted  npon 
every  topic  of  discussion,  becanse  it  is  supposed 
that  the  lasnlt  will  not  be  resented,  and  that  "there 
'Wilt  be  90  fi^i.'*   A*  to  ■>>«  {gentleman's  theoiy  or  j 


practice,  I  will  say  no  more  about  it.  I  ask  the 
Clerk  to  read  the  first  seeiion  of  a  law  of  one  of 
the  States  of  this  Union;  and  I  suppose,  on  hearing 
it  read,  the  gendeman  will  know  to  what  State  I 
refer. 
The  Clerk  then  read  as  follows: 

AN  AOT  to  ■upprandoalUog— P>nwliuu«r7  86,18ia 
Wbaieu  «xp«riajioe  h«a  aWnced  thai  the  exlKiiis  motif  for 
the  Buppiesaion  of  ilie  barbarous  cuiiooi  of  duelling  i«  ioade- 
quale  lo  the  purpose;  and  the  progress  and  omsequences  of  the 
eril  have  bet^me  so  destmctire  aa  to  require  an  afibrt,  on  th« 
partof  theLagislatuis,  to  arreat  a  vica  the  res uU  uf  ignonuue 
and  barbarism,  justified  neither  by  the  precepts  of  raoralily 
nor  by  the  dictates  of  reason.    For  the  remedy  whareoF— 

1.  Bt  it  enacted  by  the  Qeneral  Aanmbly,  That  any  person 
wlio  shall  hereafter  wilfully  and  maliciously,  or  by  previous 
agreement,  fight  a  duel  or  sinxle  combat  with  any  engine.  In- 
strument, or  weapon,  tha  probable  consequence  of  which  might 
bdche  daatfaof  either paity,  and,  in  so  doios,  shall  kill  hisanta- 
gonial  or  any  other  person  or  parsons,  or  inflict  such  wound  as 
that  the  person  injured  shall  die  thereof  witliin  three  months 
thereafter,  such  offender,  his  alders^  abattors.  and  counsellors, 
being  thereof  duly  conricted,  stiall  Iw  guilty  of  muidar,  and  suf- 
fer death  by  being  hanged  iiy  the  neck;  any  law,  custom,  or 
usage  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  contrary  notwlihatanding. 

Now,  Slid  Mr.  A.  read  the  second  section. 
And  the  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

2.  And  bt  itfurlher  enacted.  That,  If  any  person  whatse- 
erer  shall  chaUenge  anoiher  to  fight  a  duel  with  any  weapon,  or 
hi  any  manner  whataoerer,  the  probable  issue  of  which  may  or 
might  result  In  tha  death  or  the  challenger  or  challenged;  or  if 
any  panwn  shall  accept  a  cballengjor  f^bt  aduel  with  any  wea- 
pon, or  in  any  way  whalaoaver,  tha  probable  iaaue  of  which 
may  cr  might  terminate  In  the  death  of  the  challenger  or  chal- 
lenged, such  person  shall  be  incapable  of  holding  or  neinc  elect- 
ed to  any  post  of  profit,  trust,  or  emolument,  cfril  or  mllitaiT, 
under  the  Ua«einment  of  this  Commoawealtb. 

3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That,  from  and  after  the  faas- 
ing  of  this  act,  every  persfHi  who  shall  be  appointed  to  any  of- 
flceor  ptacs,  civil  or  mllliary,  under  thia  Commoowealth,  shall, 
in  addition  to  the  oaib  now  prescribed  by  law,  take  the  fullow- 
Ing  oath.'  I  do  solemnly  awear  or  affirm  (as  (he  case  may  be) 
that  I  have  not  bean  engaged  in  a  duel,  by  sending  or  accepting 
a  challengeto fight  a  duel,  or  by  fighting  a  duel,  or  in  any  other 
manner,  m  violation  of  the  art  entitled  An  act  to  suppress  duel- 
ling, since  the  passage  of  that  act,  nor  will  I  bo  sn  concerned, 
directly  or  inoirecily,  in  such  duel,  durhig  my  continuance  in 
©flke.    aohelpmeGod.— Kirgi'maJietiMed  Oxje,!,  683, 

Mr.  A  continued.  There  are  also  other  sections, 
which  it  is  not  necessary  to  read.  The  gentleman 
can  probably  tell  this  Hoiise  what  Stale  has  such  a 
law,  and  can  tell  us  what  are  the  biUtrfrviU  of  that 
law. 

I  was  going  on  to  say  that  the  reason  why  I 
brought  this  subject  into  the  discussion  is,  becaose  it 
is  most  intimately  connected  with  all  the  transac- 
tions in  this  House  and  this  nation — and  because  I 
think  it  is  time  to  settle  this  question  between  the 
duellists  and  non-duellists,  whoever  they  may  b^. 
I  say  that,  in  conseqneace  of  my  principles  and 
what  I  believe  to  be  the  principles  of  a  very  large 
portion  o<;  the  people  in  that  part  of  the  country 
from  which  I  come,  I  will  not,  as  regards  the  ap- 
proaching Administration,  put  myself  under  the 
lead  of  any  man  who  considers  the  duelling-law  in 
this  District  as  having  borne  any  biUer  fniitt  what- 
ever. It  may  not,  indeed,  be  sufficiently  potent  in 
its  operation  to  prevent  the  thirst  for  blood  which 
follows  offensive  words;  but  I  believe  it  has  pre- 
vented and  will  prevent  any  such  occurrences  as 
we  hare  witnessed  here.  Bat  as  it  bears  upon  the 
affairs  of  the  nation,  I  am  not  willing  to  sit  any 
longer  here  and  see  other  members  from  my  own 
section  of  country,  or  those  who  may  be  my  suc- 
cessors here,  made  subject  to  any  such  law  as  the 
law  of  the  duellist;  I  am  unwilliiig  that  they  thoutd 
not  have  full  freedom  of  speech  in  this  House  on 
all  occasions — as  mnch  so  as  the  primest  duellist 
in  the  land.  I  do  not  want  to  hear  {^rpetnal  in- 
timations when  a  man  from  one  part  of  the  coun- 
try means  to  insult  another  coming  from  other 
parts  of  the  country — as,  "I  am  ready  to  answer 
here  or  elsewhere" — and,  "the  gentleman  knows 
where  I  am  to  be  fonnd;"  saying,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  W.  C.  Jobmsom)  did  jastnow, 
that  he  woidd  call  to  account  any  person  who  dared 
make  allusion  lo.what  had  taken  place  between 
him  and  another  member  of  this  House.  I  do  not 
intend  to  hear  that,  any  more  for  myself  or  others, 
if  I  can  help  it.  Therefore,  I  move  to  bring  the 
matter  up  for  full  discussion  here — whether  we  are 
to  be  twitted  and  taunted  with  remarks,  that  a  man 
is  ready  to  meet  us  here  or  elsewhere.  It  goes  to 
the  independence  of  this  House;  it  goes  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  every  individual  member  of  ibis 
House;  it  goes,  to  the  right  of  speech  and  the  free- 
dom of  debate  in  this  House;  and  I  felt  mysdf 
bound  to  bear  my  testimony  in  the  most  decided 
manner  against  the  piaetiea  of  duelling,  or  any 
thing  in  the  shape  of  eren  a  Tiiti(al  challeoge 


taking  place  in  this  House,  now  and  forever.  If 
the  committee  thinks  proper  to  put  me  down,  aAer 
a  debate  of  three  weeks  involving  almost  every  to- 
pic onder  the  sun,  and  in  which  not  one  man  has 
been  called  to  order,  I  most  submit.  It  »hall  go 
oat  to  ihe  country,  and  I  am  willing  that  the  sober 
sentiment  of  the  whole  nation  shall  be  my  final 
jod^e  on  this  subject.  I  take  issue  now  with  the 
gentleman  from  VirFinia  [Mr.  Wiss]  on  that  law, 
and  on  the  practice  of  duelling.  Let  him  say  what 
he  thinks  proper  on  the  subject:  let  it  go  forth  ID 
the  nation;  let  it  go  forth  to  his  conslitnenls.  He 
once,  in  i^  public  address  to  his  oonstitnent*,  used 
as  a  sert  of  apology,  that  his  constituents  demand- 
ed— that  they  insisted — he  should  fight  vhenever 
his  honor  was  offended.  Probably  I  mi<appre- 
bended  him:  if  to,  he  can  correct  me.  Well— tf 
his  constituents  call  npon  bim  to  fif  hi  a  diiel,miae 
insist  upon  me  that  I  shall  not;  and  so  do  the  con- 
stituents of  other  members  onr  ihis  floor,  ttom.  the 
same  section  of  country. 

Mr.  Wise  here  desired  to  explain,  in  justice  la 
his  constituents  -and  himself,  that  he  had  never 
made  such'  a  declaration  as  that  his  constitDenis 
demanded  he  should  fight.  He  had  never  said  so. 
He  was  not  responsible  for  his  principles  as  to  dnel- 
h'ng,  except  as  between  himself  and  his  God.  But 
from  some  misrepresentations  which  had  been 
made  against  him  on  a  certain  oecasioa,  he  had,  in 
justice  to  himself,  told  his  constitaenis  that  he  ex- 
pected to  be  IriMi  by  them,  by  ttttr  poblie  senti- 
ment. He  repeated,  he  had  never  said  that  his 
constituents  ever  demanded  of  him  to  fight.  There 
was  more  tban  a  political  relation  between  himself 
and  bis  constituents — a  relation  of  personal  affec- 
tion— and  be  had  not  a  friend  among  the  thousands 
he  could  number,  in  his  district,  who  did  not  pny 
for  him  aad  to  him  continnally,  to  avoid  fighting. 
Whenever  he  did,  from  necessi^,  fight,  he  foi^t 
against  their  will.  They  knew  it,  and  be  knew  it! 
and  he  must  say  that  be  never  fought  bat  against 
his  own  will  also 

Mr.  Adams.  What  the  gentleman  does  aceoid- 
ing  to  his  own  will,  or  against  it,  is  no  matter  of 
discussion  here  or  with  me.  I  do  cot  mean  to  mi^ 
represent  him  in  this  case.  I  did  nndentood  that 
in  a  publication  of  his,  be  apologized  for  having 
been  concerned  in  an  affair  of  this  kind,  on  the 
ground  of  public  sentiment  amongst  his  canstitn- 
ents,  of  a  necessity  imposed  ujxia  Ivm  by  their  <^ 
nions;  thereby  intimating,  as  I  understood  it,  that  a 
majority  of  his  constituents,  or  probably  all  of 
them,  thought  as  he  did  on  that  point.  I  am  wil- 
ling that  his  explanation  should  go  oat  I  luuiai^ 
stand  bim  now  to  say  that  he  was  never  engaged  in 
such  an  affair  except  against  his  own  wilL 

And  here  I  lake  issne  with  the  gentleman  en  a 
principle  of  fact,  and  I  say  I  hope  it  is  not  lo  be 
the  rule  of  this  House,  nor  ever  admitted,  dint  a 
solemn  law,  passed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress 
and  approved  by  the  Presidest,  is  to  be  spoken  of 
with  contempt  and  deiision,  because  it  restrains 
duelling.  The  criminal  law  of  his  own  State — liat 
cannot  affect  him.  He  bids  defiaitce  to  it,  as  he  does 
to  the  law  sf  this  District.  He  must  adhere  fo  bis 
principles.  They  are  between  him  aad  his  Ood, 
he  said;  but  I  tell  him  that  I  will  never  put  myself 
under  the  lead  of  a  ban  who  professes  any  sack 
principles  one  way  or  another.  There  is  a  ftetda- 
menlal  objection  to  it,  becanse  (this  is  the  infemee 
I  draw,  he  may  disclaim  it  if  he  pleases)  the  same 
principle  is  to  be  nied  as  an  instnim«it  for  politi- 
cal purpoiies  in  this  House^-the  principle  of  duel- 
ling «pon  necessity  or  public  sentiment,  ttaf  is  to 
be  carried  into  effect  in  ibis  Uonse— that  is  W  say, 
by  brow-beating  gentlemen  who  are  kmown  is 
main'ain  another  principle.  But,  Mr.  GhainNn, 
I  Will  say  no  more  on  that  subject. 

Another  reason  why  I  am  not  disposed  to  Caibw 
the  lead  of  the  gentleman  from  yiigini*  ia,  itat 
about  Ihe  same  time  that,  in  ihe  speech  reiniiaf  •> 
the  dnelling  law,  he  unfolded  the  staadand  of  his 
allegiance,  b«  unfolded  also  what  I  wonU  call  As 
oretseer'a  standard,  the  word  "ovoseer"  b«a  a 
technical  meaning  in  a  certain  portion  of  tlm  eo«n- 
Iry  which  I  suppose  will  be  understood  by  all.  Tks 
overseer  standard  denotes  the  ezelosisa  •{  nam  jts- 
titions  oat  of  every  ten  that  come  Iran  8tUM  ly- 
ing nor(b  of  l|asen«a4Di«oi)1s  tee,  «ad  tl|eie> 
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caption  of  M  petitions  coming  from  the  Sonih  of 
Mnon  and  Dixon's  line.  That  is  now  tlM' law  of 
ftii  CongiesB.  If  it  was  eoaehed  in  such  laognag* — 
i^  iastead  of  the  words  in  whicli  tlie  twenty-first 
ille  of  tiiiS'  Hoose  is  expressed,  it  was  in  tlie  words 
foUowiagt  "Rmttti,  lliat  alt  petitions  from  tlie 
SMtta  of  Mason  and  Dizon^  line  shall  be  reeeived, 
and  Mosidered,  and  treated  with  respect,  and  that, 
of  aU  petitions  from  the  North  of  Mason  and  Dix- 
on's Une,  not  exceeding  one  in  ten  shall  be  received 
and  eonsideied  by  this  Honse" — if,  I  say,  it  was  in 
these  words,  the  exaet  operation  of  the  rule  woold 
be  expressed.  I  speak  of  matters  of  iact.  I  hare 
no*  in  my  possession  one  bandied  petitions  f^om 
the  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  and  of  these 
not  one  in  (en  will  be  leeeiTed.  And  yet  whoever 
heard  of  a  petition  from  the  sonih  of  Mason  and 
Dixon's  line  being  refosedl  There  has  not  been 
a  single  instance  of  the  kind.  Thai  is  the  oprra- 
lion  of  your  rale  as  it  now  stands;  and,  ezclnsive, 
odioas,  aitd  partial  as  it  is,  the  gentleman  now 
wants  to  extend  it  farther.  Under  dial  rale,  the 
Speaker  (who  has  hSmself,  supported  by  a  majori- 
ty of  this  Hoose,  extended  it  already  far  beyond 
what  I  belicTe  it  imported)  has  decidMl  that  if  mat- 
ter lo  be  ezeloded  onder  it  is,  in  the  same  petition, 
eonneeied  with  other  matter  noif  to  be  exeladcd,  the 
mtitton  shall  be  received  for  so  mneb  as  does  not 
lUI  within  the  rale.  Bat  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia is  not  satisfied  with  that  He  is  forezclnd- 
ing  every  thing  that  is  tainted,  aeeording  to  his 
keen  stent,  with  the  offence  for  wh'ch  other  parts 
of  the  petition  are  to  he  excladed;  if  there  is  even 
n  adnnllaof  any  thing  Which  he  thinks  tainted  with 
AboUlion,  it  is  to  be  ezeloded.  And  if  the  Hoate 
riHmldthmk  proper  to  oonfirm  that  view,  instead 
of  one  petition  oat  often  from  the  north  of  Mason 
and  Oixon^  line  being  reeeived,  we  shall  have  to 

-he  satisfied  with  the  reception  of  one  in  twenty. 
Tee,  sir,  twenty  to  one  I  becaose  the  petitions  come 
firook  the  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line.  That 
is  what  the  gentletnan  is  now  strangling  for,  with 
thoskidof  his  friend  from  Oeoigia,  [Mr.  Biacs,] 
who  has  appealed  from  ihe  decision  of  the  Speaker 
— and  for  whose  anti-Abolitionism  I  give  him  the 

-daa  credit — the  geographical  credit  which  belongs 
to  him.  Sir,  this  is  the  overseer's  color.  The  stan- 
dard which  tlw  gentleman  has  raised  for  the  next 
Administiatiott  consists  of  three  colors;  the  first, 
binek — tl)at  is  the  overseer's  color;  the  second  is 
Md — that  is  the  doelling  color;  the  third  is  the 
pale  dirty  white— the  white  of  Nollifieation— the 
pallid,  death-like  color  of  Nnlliflcation.  That  is  the 
Aree-eolered  standard  whidi  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  intends  to  hoist  when  he  takes  ihe'  lead  of 
IhaaflUra  of  the  next  Administraiion  in  this  Hoose. 
Now,  i  do  not  intend  to  place  myself  nnder  that 
Btandaid.  I  am  here  awaiting  the  installation  of  the 
next  President  of  the  United  States.  I  am  waiting 
to  be  informed  what  his  system  of  Administration 
is  to  be.  And  I  am  waiting  with  the  intention  and 
delerminatiMi  to  sopport  that  system,  whatever  it 

'  may  be,  lo  the  ntmost  extent  of  my  power,  consis- 
iMitly  with  the  doty  which  I  owe  to  my  country, 
to  my  eonstitoenls,  to  myself,  and  my  CM.  The 
Biaia  principle  npon  which  I  intend  to  proceed  is, 
the  aappott  of  the  coming  Administration.  It  is 
the  principle  npon  which  I  sapported  this  and  the 
last  Administrations.  I  have  snpparted  both  of 
them  in  this  Hoose,  and  on  very  critical  occasions. 
Among  the  rest,  on  one  measore  which  the  gentle- 
man disclaimed  with  horror.  I  mean  in  ihe  eon- 
troversy  with  Sooih  Carolina  Nnllificaiion.  I  sup- 
ported the  Administration  npon  ihat  point.  I  sap- 
ported  that  Administration,  at  no  small  hazard  to 
myself,  opon  anoiher  important  occasion.  I  have 
aspported  this  Administration  npon  points  as  to 
which  1  nnderstand  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to 
have  come  oat  with  a  declaration  of  war;  I  meait 
npon  what  is  called  the  bill  for  lappreraing  frauds 
on  the  revenne,  and  the  bill  which  was  anikexed 
to  it  by  the  Senate,  giving  a  legislative  eonstroo- 
tion  to  some  of  the  existing  acts  of  Congress 
in  nIaAion  to  the  revenoe.  I  do  not  mean  to  en- 
ter into  a  discussion  of  those  matters  liow.  I 
bad  not  the  good  fortane  lo  hear  the  gentleman^ 
obMmiions  on  dtis  sabjeet,  ahhoogh  I  heard  of 
HMm  miieh.  Probnbly,  if  I  had  not  heard  so  moeh 
«ftli«B,  IsixmldaotbnniiBaiaow.    Bat  I  think 


of  them  as  of  most  other  things  I  speak  of  now,  as 

frematare — not  proper  for  discussion  at  this  time. 
do  not  mean  lo  discoss  them  now,  bat  I  will  say 
that,  as  to  the  bill  for  the  soppression  of  fhiods  on 
the  revenoe,  and  the  other  bill  which  was  annexed 
to  it  by  the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  they  were 
both  Administration  measures,  and  that,  so  far  as  I 
coDid  ia  this  House,  or  on  the  Committee  on  Ma* 
nufactnres,  of  whidi  I  was  then  and  am  now  a 
member,  I  was  for  supporting  both  those  meastirea,- 
coining  as  they  did  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  some  provision  to  meet 
those  difficulties  which  were  occurring  from  day  to 
day.  I  say  I  supported  them.  I  introdooed  the 
first  of  the  two  bills  here  to  this  Hoose,  and  I  carr 
ried  it,  not  only  against  the  opposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman ftom  Viiginia,  [Mr.  Wisa,]  but  against  the 
opposition  <tf  many  others,  of  whom  he  will  not 
consider  it  a  disparagement  to  say  that  their  opi- 
nion is  worthy  ot  as  much  consideiation  as  his.  I 
say  I  carried  the  bill  thtodgh  this  Honse  by  a  laige 
majority;  it  went  to  the  Senate,  and  then  the  Senate 
thought  proper  to  add  to  it  another  bill,  which  had 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  of  this  House,  and  not  to  the  Committee  on 
Manufactuies;  and  when  in  the  Senate,  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  same  committee  of  that  body.  They 
put  the  two  bills  together  as  one;  and  whrn  the  bill 
came  back  to  this  House  in  this  form,  I  was  wil- 
ling lo  take  it  so,  as  also  was  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  with  its  amendments  and  Ae  addi- 
tional bill  to  it.  It  was  defeated,  hot  not  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  Mr.  Robert  Jaffray  has 
told  a  story  as  to  how  it  was  defeated;  whether  tnie 
or  fabe,  I  do  not  know.  The  gentleman  before  me 
[Mr.  Houus]  is  one  of  thoee  who  opposed  the  bill 
with  great  ability — manfolly,  openly — but,  so  far 
as  the  matter  went,  tumMcessfoUy;  and  if  gentle- 
men had  not  been  called  away  frem  their  Cham- 
pigne  dinner,  Mr.  Jaffray  scents  to  think  that  the 
bill  might  still  have  passed.  I  regret  that  it  did  net 
pass,  fA  this  reason,  that  although  I  acted  fits  ad 
A«e  as  (he  friend  of  the  Administration,  yet  1  did  so 
nnder  the  strong  desire  of  the  Administration  that 
the  bill  should  piss.  If,  therefore,  there  is  a  charge 
of  a  loiking  tariff  under  it,  not  to  me,  bat  to  the 
Administration  it  most  be  traced.  I  was  willing  to 
support  the  bill;  I  am  willing  to  do  so  now.  But 
the  Committee  on  Manufactares  have  not  reported 
it  at  the  present  session,  because  (hey  thought  (he 
discussion  of  it  premature;  because  the  cry  of  tariff, 
tariff,  tariff,  might  be  raised  against  it.  Bat  my 
opinion  is,  that,  as  to  a  taiiff,  as  to  any  addition  of 
duties  now,  it  is  incompetent,  it  u  good  for  nothing; 
and  when  we  are  lo  have  the  battle  aboat  the  tariff, 
I  am  willing  to  have  it  all  at  once.  I  do  not  want 
to  have  (he  discussion  (now  npon  trifling  matters, 
about  five  cent  pieces.  Let  os  have  the  whole 
queeiion-at  once;  and  I  hope  that  my  friendi  will 
be  ready  for  it,  if  I  am  not  here;  for,  at  my  time  of 
life,  I  cannot  answer  for  six  months.  I  do  not 
know,  therefore,  whether  I  shall  be  here  then,  or 
have  any  thing  to  say.  But  whatever  I  have  to 
say  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  or  any  body  else,  I 
shall  reserve  nntil  that  time.  I  will  not  discuss 
(he  matter  now.  I  will  simply  add  that  as  lo  the 
question  of  duties  upon  silks  and  wines  which  has 
been  discussed  here  with  so  much  ferocity  and  with 
the  loss  of  so  much  ammonition — to  say  nothing 
more — ^I  know,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Manofactores,  of  only  one  single  article  to  which 
that  discussion  can  now  refer — I  speak  of  the  bill 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Manafactoiev  last 
year,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treastuy,  far  increasing  the  tax  upon  silks.  There 
is  not  a  word  abont  winas  or  linens,  or  any  other 
articles  brought  in  here.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  himself,  in  his  annual  report  of  the  last 
year,  mentions  those  articles  upon  which  duties 
might  be  laid  to  meet  a  deficiency  in  the  Treasniy, 
without  affecting  the  compromise  act;  and  it  was  in 
consequence  ft  that  recommendation  that  the  bill 
was  bf  ought  in  by  the  Committee  on  Mannfaetotea 
of  this  House.  I  have  been  willing  to  meet  it  here; 
but  I  do  not  feel  at  all  concerned  about  it,  becaose 
however  anxious  the  present  Administration  were 
last  sommer  to  increase  the  revenue  in  order  to 
meet  its  engagaments,  I  think  I  can  see  that  they 
sue  nothing  about  it  dow.   Tbey  are  williag  to 


leave  the  matter  to  their  snoeeasor^  thqr  do  not 
want  to  pat  into  the  Treaauy  any  awxe  m/mif 
ttan  will  enable  (hem  to  pay  off  their  obligatiaaa 
ftom  this  time  to  (he  third  day  of  Marah.  Thei»> 
fore,  not  being  desirons  to  fi^t  the  kattlea  of  coiH 
stitncnts  who  do  not  efaoooe  to  have  their  battiaa 
fought,  I  shall  take  no  pains  to  bring  before  the 
Honse  either  of  the  bills  nfened  to.  But  I  am 
ready  to  vote  npon  them,  if  Ihqr  shoaid  come  up. 

So  in  relation  to  an  extra  session.  The  genfle- 
man  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wm]  says  he  will  vote  for 
this  billjand  one  reason  is,  to  pcerenttjie  nacemity  it 
attextraaesaion.Why,8ir,lt teems  tome  (hat this  ia 
idle  disenssion  here.  It  is  not  we  who  oie  to  derii* 
whether  there  shall  be  an  extm  asasion  or  not.  Not 
at  aU-Hiot  at  all.  I  ptaanme  theeentlMnanfrwa 
Viiginia  knows  that,  in  all  piobahili^,  this  bill 
will  p^;  that  these  five  millions  of  doUan  will 
be  fhrnished.  Money  is  all  Ihat  ia  watted  at  Ihe 
Treasury  until  the  third  of  Mareh;  and,  as  to  an 
extra  arssion,  how  can  we  detenaine  whedier  it 
shaU  be  or  not)  Why  do  we  talk  abont  ill  Itia 
for  that  man  who  is  coming  here  to  disdaaigothoia 
high  duties  to  which  the  peopleof  this  oetmiry  have 
called  him— I  say,  it  is  lor  him  le  determine,  np<» 
a  fdll  view  of  all  things,  whether  the  neoesaity  for 
an  extra  session  exists  or  not  I  do  not  want  to 
forestall  him— atneh  less  to  dictate  to  him.  I  have 
no  balance  of  aceounts  to  aeuie  with  hint.  I  owe 
him  no  oMigadon;  he  owaa  nte  none  oertaialy 
none  (hat  I  shall  ever  remind  him  of  in  tins  Hoooa. 
But  it  is  far  him  to  determine;  and  I  am  willhigto 
leave  it  to  his  unbiassed  iudgiMat  to  decide,  open 
his  own  view  of  the  amirs  of  Ihe  natioa,  ariM- 
ther  he  will  call  Congress  together  or  not.  The 
responsibiUty  is  not  npon  lis;  it  is  onffieicnt  for  as 
tomeetinoarplaecslMn,if  he  shonld  ^allnalo- 
gedier. 

And  I  take  diesaraegiMdtdinrrintiaiL  loadistii- 
buiion  of  the  prooecds  of  (he  aalts  of  the  pnhlie  land* 
— to  the  financial  ,eondition  of  tfasSlBles  of  this 
Union — and  to  a  Natioaal  Bank.  Sir,  it  appears 
to  me  that,  when  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  installed,  at  which  time  this  question  of  a  Na- 
tional Bank  must  come  before  him,  he  wiU  deoide  it 
witha  view  to  alltheinteresis  of  this  oooetiy.  How 
shall  we  decide  here,  if  at  ain  We  passed  a  reso- 
lution three  or  fonr  years  sinoe,  in  vodneed  by  the 
that  chairman  o(  the  Ooaintiiiee  of  Ways  and 
Means — a  gentleman  not  now  a  ntemhar  of  ihia 
Hoose,  [Mr.  Combreleag] — deelaring  ihot  ihcie 
ought  not  to  be  a  National  Bank.  How  long  that 
state  of  opinion  may  last  I  will  not  andertaka  to 
say.  I  do  not  know.  Bat  when  the  President  of  Ihe 
United  States  recommends  to  Congress  (if  he  dtonld 
ever  do  so)  the  establishment  ef  a  National  Bank, 
then,  I  think,  will  he  the  time  for  disoaasing  the 
qaes(i«»,  and  not  now. 

So  as  to  the  Slate  debts.  It  seems  lo  me  that  it 
is  hardly  possible  to  get  up  here  and  speak  on  any 
subject  whatever,  hat  what  some  member  rises  ftelB 
his  seat  with  a  eiy  of  horror  agaiast  Ihe  asswas- 
tion  of  State  debis;  and  many  gentlemen  have  IMd 
yon  Ihat  one  reason  why  they  will  vete  against  ttly 
distribotion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  nab- 
lie  lands  is,  becaose  then  can  be  only  one  moaeof 
enabling  the  States  to  pay  their  debt»  Upea  this  sab- 
jeet of  the  assumption  of  State  debts,  thsM  ia  mash 
to  be  said,  when  the  pro|i*r  lime  eamte.  I  think  I 
have  demonstrated  in  this  Honse,  oa  n  neeat  ae- 
casion,  that,  nndtr  this  onlery  against  the  aiwip 
tion  of  State  debts,  tha  Qovetnmant  ef  ihe  United 
Slates  has,  dsjhete,  asramed  a  very  eonsMerable 
omonntof  State  deb(s;  that  it  had  been  dona  by  diwct- 
ing  the  Bzecntive  Departments  to  invest  funds,  not 
their  own,  but  trnst  fonds^  which  were  in  the  hnnda 
of  the  nation— funds  belonging  to  others— dn  Slate 
stocks. 

I  have,  within  the  waek,  received  a  letter  ficom 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary,  in  whMt  he  aattee. 
that  he  is  by  law  obliged  to  invetl  a  certain  sam 
of  money  now  in  the  Treasary,  in  State  stocks, 
nnleas  Congress  should  adopt  the  reeolatlan  wUeh 
I  offered  here  against  it.  What  did  yoa  do  with  that 
resolation}  Yoa  passed  the  whole  sarica  over  for 
one  day;  one  of  the  resdolionB  dedarcd  that  no 
money  shoold  be  invested  in  State  stocks.  Bat 
no:  the  Hoose  wonU  net  nUov  the  oatitr  to  be 
diaeuNdatal^  and,  QtweiiMa,  I  k^y*  aot  baafi 
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mble  I*  reUere  the  Seentvy  of  die  Treasnry  from 
Ae  obt^ktioD  to  do  thai  which  the  Uw  leqaires  of 
bioM  for  the  law  is  peremptory,  and  nys  that  the 
Seeietary  shall  iorest  the  money.  And  yet  I  can- 
not get  the  action  of  this  Honae  on  a  resolniion 
wbidi  would  not  only  stop  the  assamptioa  of  State 
debts,  bat  wmld  prerent  this  Igieat  waste  of  pnblie 
Ainds  for  the  tinie  to  come. 

Bat  amoofst  other  things  connected  with  these 
very  resolations,  what  does  the  official  jonmal,  the 
organ  of  the  present  Administration,  dof  It  comes 
ont  with  a  charge  against  me  a<  an  enemr  to  the 
r%his  of  the  Stales;  and  this,  too,  at  a  time  when 
this  feeling  of  horror  against  the  assamption  ef 
State  debts  i«  prevailing  here  and  elsewhere.  Well, 
sir,  I  am  not  an  enemy  to  the  rights  of  the  States. 
Let  me  say  a  few  words  on  this  matter.  Bfany  of 
die  States  of  this  Union  are  indebted  in  large  sams 
of  money,  amonnting  to  an  aggregate  of  more  than 
two  handled  millions  of  dollars.  This  proceeding 
on  the  part  of  the  States  has  been  the  eonf  eqaence 
«f  yonr  easting  awsy  yonr  daty — to  provide  for  the 
internal  improvements  of  this  conati^.  It  was  ihe 
bosineas  of  this  nation,  in  this  and  the  other  hall, 
to  pnrsM  a  system  of  interaal  improvements,  and 
Ibrtbedisehatgeofthat  dnty,  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  ot  the  ^nblie  lands  aie  continnally  famishing 
means;  and  in  the  invssiment  of  those  means  in 
that  way,  weald  we  have  spent  the  money  of  the 
MUion  prsfltably,  and  would  have  improved  and, 
increased  the  value  of  that  portion  of  the  public  do- 
main which  yet  remains.  It  would  have  been  the 
mott  economical  manner  of  administering  theaf- 
iiUrs  ef  this  Cfovemment.  It  would  have  added 
ten  dollars  to  the  value  of  every  acre  ef  land  re- 
maining, tot  one  spent  in  improvii^  it.  Now  it  is 
gone  forever.  There  is  nothing  I  regret  more.  But, 
in  the  mean  lime,  the  eonsequenee  of  your  easting 
out  every  idea  of  improving  the  face  of  the  coun- 
try foieed  the  Bsceasiiy  of  doing  it  npon  the  States. 
l%e  States  were  compelled  to  lake  the  matter 
up,  and  they  did  so.  In  the  year  1817,  when 
I  returned  from  Europe,  one  of  the  first  men 
I  saw  was  De  Witt  Clinton,  who,  was  then 
OoveiMr  of  the  State  of  New  York,  aod  was  car- 
rying on  that  great  project  of  internal  improve- 
ment wbieh  has  immortalized  his  name.  One  of 
Ike  first  things  he  said  to  me  was,  "We  hope  we 
skall  have  the  md  of  the  General  Government."  I 
replied,  <'If  I  have  the  power,  you  shall  have  aid 
with  all  my  bean  and  soul."  He  sent  commission- 
en  here  the  very  aeecion  that  followed  this  inter- 
view. He  bad  been  here  himself  soliciting  the  aid 
of  this  Ctoventment  in  that  great  work,  that  opera- 
tion of  making  Paradise  to  flourish  in  the  wilds. 
But  no,  he  could  not  be  beard.  The  State  of  New 
York  was  thrown  back  npon  her  own  resources; 
she  was  able  to  get  along  without  yonr  assistance, 
and,  in  eonsequenee,  she  has  contracted  a  debt  of 
between  eighteen  and  nineteen  millions  of  dollars. 
I  have  demonstrated  on  a  former  occasion,  that 
yen  have  assumedhalf  a  million  of  debt  of  Ihe 
Aate  of  Arkansas;  and  that,  by  the  rule  of  propor- 
tions. New  York  was  entitled  to  demand  of  yon  an 


lation  of  ite  State  of  New  York.  Pennsylvkais, 
after  being  turned  out  of  your  doors,  and  being  told 
that  if  she  wanted  anv  internal  improvements,  she 
must  make  them  for  banelf ;  went  to  work  and  did 
ao.  Other  Stales  of  the  Union  have  done  the  same 
lUng.  And  now,  in  the  messages  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  ^eches  made  in  both 
Houses  of  Congrees,  these  States  are  daily  re- 
proached and  insnlied  for  increasing  debtj>.  To 
bear  the  way  in  which  the  Slates  are  spoken  of 
hate,  one  wonld  suppoes  they  were  spendtbrifls 
and  beggUB.  They  may,  some  of  them,  be  iosol. 
tenL  But  I  take  the  poaitiott  which  I  am  confident 
I  conld  prove,  if  I  had  collected  together  all  the 
dowments  and  the  evidence,  that  these |SMIO,000,000 
on  Ike  average  have  been  wisely  and  economically 
expended,  and  Ikat  Ihe  benefit  to  the  people  of 
this  nation  from  Ihe  expenditure  of  ih^s  money  is 
greater  than  if  it  had  not  been  expended  at  all.  I 
amumeaaa  general  principle,  which  I  ihiok  can 
lUte  dMuouiraied,  that  these  State  works,  al- 
wonili  many  of  them  have  been  indiscreet,  hav^ 


been  experiments,  and  have  not  tnrned  ont  so  well 
as  was  anticipated  and  desired;  yet,  taking  the 
average  of  tlKm  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Erie  Canal  down  to  the  last  internal  improvement 
which  may  have  occasioned  a  debt  to  aey  one 
Sute,  I  say  that  they  have  yip4ded  and  will  yield 
ten  per  cent,  per  annum  upon  their  cost;  and  that 
they  have  added  five  hundred  millioos,  instead  of 
-two  hundred  millioos,  lo  the  property  of  the  States. 
I  say  this  for  the  Stales.  And  sow  the  "Qlobe" 
may  change  me  to-murrew  with  being  an  enemy  of 
the  States.    I  am  willing.    I  say  thai. 

In  the  next  place,  I  say  that  if  these  States  have 
been  indiscreet,  imprudent,  hare  got  ihemselves 
into  difficulty,  and  are  unable  to  fulfil  their  engage- 
ments, they  have  a  right  to  come  npon  ihis  Union 
and  demand  aid  to  enable  them  lo  discbarge  their 
obligation; — lo  what  exieni,  [  will  not  nndtrtake  i6 
say.  But  I  say  they  have  a  right  to  come  and  de- 
mand aid  of  the  nation.  For,  what  is  the  alierna- 
tive?  Supposing  they  have  been  indiscreet— sup- 
pBsing  ihey  are  insolvent.  What  Is  the  conse- 
qaenc«}  They  fail  in  iheir  engagemenls — ihey  de- 
stroy the  character  of  ibis  nttion — its  credit  through- 
out the  world — not  only  their  own,  but  there  is  not 
a  Slate  in  Ihis  Union  ibat  can  become  insolvent  or 
declare  itself  unable  lo  pay  its  debts,  but  what  in- 
famy must  redound  anon  the  whole  nation  all  over 
the  world.  What  will  their  creditors  abroad  ray 
if  one  or  the  Slates  should  declare  itself  bankrupt 
or  not  able  to  pay  its  debts?  They  will  pass  judg- 
ment npon  Ihe  whole  nation,  and  justly  loo.  It 
was  yunr  dnty  to  have  done  that  which  baa  got 
ibem  into  difficulty,  and  tbey  have  gol  into  difficuty 
from  good  motives  and  for  good  purposes.  Of  all 
these  State  debts,  very  few  of  them,  if  any,  are  to 
be  charged  as  extravagant,  wasteful  expenditures. 
They  have  all  been  contracted  for  internal  improve- 
ments. I  say  iben,  that  under  the  coming  Admi- 
nistration, this  matter  of  the  financial  condition  of 
ibe  Slates  of  the  Union  must  come  befbre  this 
Honse  in  the  gravest  form,  and  must  come  under 
the  recommendation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates.  It  is  impossible  that  General  Harrison 
should  take  possession  of  the  Presidential  chair 
without  being  aware  what  these  debts  of  the  Stales 
are,  and  without  having  some  system  (tbouKh  what 
it  may  be  I  know  nol)  which  will  govern  his  Ad- 
ministration in  regard  to  it.  Will  it  be  by  a  dis- 
tribution of  the  proecp'lc  of  ihe  sales  of  the  public 
landt.;  I  know  not.  Will  it  be  by  raising  revenue 
from  dniies  on  protected  articles?  I  know  nol. 
Whatever  plan  be  may  have— (if  I  should  be  here 
in  this  House) — a  plan  which  be  shonld  consider 
practical,  and  which  he  chooses  to  adopt  as  the 
rule  of  his  administration  on  Ibat  point,  I  will 
support  it  if  I  possibly  can;  if  I  can  reconcile  it  to 
any  of  my  views  of  the  Consiitniion,  of  law,  of 
liberty,  of  the  comfort  and  well  being  of  this  peo- 
ple, I  say  I  will  support  it,  be  it  what  it  may.  I 
have  not,  therefore,  made  up  my  mind  on  the  ques- 
tion of  Ibe  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands — or  npon  any  other  mat- 
ters to  which  I  have  referred,  and  which  have  been 
introduced  into  this  debate. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  gone  fkrther  into  this  dis- 
cussion than  I  intended.  I  have  been  diawn  into 
it  by  the  effect  of  the  reference  I  made  lo  the  duel- 
ling law.  I  say  now  to  the  chairman  of  ihis  com- 
mitiee,  that  whatever  appeals  have  been  made  to 
him  on  calls  to  order  to  arrest  me  in  my  remarks, 
I  thank  bim  for  the  manner  in  which  he  hat  sus- 
tained and  vindicated  tbe  right  of  free  debate  in 
this  House  on  the  present  occasion.  I  say  that 
what  I  have  said  has  been  from  motives  of  pure 
public  spirit,  wiihoni  any  disposition  at  all  lo  of- 
fend any  gentlemaQ  here,  least  of  all,  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  whose  talents  I 
admire,  and  whose^publicservices  I  cheerfully  ac- 
knowledge. I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duly  to  say 
what  I  did  say,  because  I  believe  that  ihe  applica- 
tion of  the  principle'of  duelling  as  regards  different 
portions  of  this  House  is  soch,  that  the  principles 
of  the  gentleman  from  Viiginia  must  be  discarded; 
that  duelling  must  be  considered  as  a  crime;  and 
that  it  must  not  be  conmenanced  by  profensions  as 
to  the  existence  of  any  necessity  for  it.  It  was  my 
iateation  simply  to  stale  the  reasons  why  I  am  not 
disposed  to  place  myself  under  Ihe  standaid  of  the 


gentleman  from  Virginia,  if  he  shonld  assasM  it 
hereafter  as  leader  of  this  House.  I  thought  I  saw 
there  was  a  disposition  of  ihat  kind.  The  gentle- 
man professes  great  friendship  for  ihe  coming  Pr^ 
sideoi;  but  he  lays  down  tbe  principles  of  his  Ad- 
ministration, intimating  that  be  wonld  not  snpport 
that  Adioinistratioa  unless  those  particalar  pnaei- 
pies  were  carried  ont.  Without  knowing  what  Use 
views  of  General  Harrison  are  or  will  be,  I  was 
very  conGdeitt  that  Ihe  principles  thus  laid  down  aa 
the  rules  of  his  Adminisiraiion  wonld  not  be  thoee 
which  the  President  elect  would  adopt  or  practise 
upon.  And  I  felt  disposed  to  say  that,  as  the  gea- 
tleman  from  Virginia  assumes  to  be  tbe  leader  of 
Ihis  House  under  Geneial  Harrison's  administra- 
tion, I,  for  one,  wonld  not  follow  bis  lead,  nor  that 
of  any  other  man  professing  similar  principles.  I 
have  no  more  to  say. 

Mr.  WISE  said,  (in  reply  to  Mr.  ADiMs:)  Mr. 
Chairman,  when  the  gentleman  from  MasMchu- 
setts  commenced  his  remarks,  it  was  obvious  to  Iks 
Honse  that  L  was  excited.  It  would  be  hypocri^ 
in  me  to  pretend  that  I  did  ncit  feel  both  anger  aad 
resentment.  Had  the  gentleman  only  gone  as  far 
as  I  expected — had  be  made  only  an  o^inary  at- 
tack— ^I  would  have  replied  to  him.  But,  sir,  his 
atlark  has  gone  so  far  beyoad  the  bounds  of  iBod»- 
ration,  courtesy,  and  order — it  has  been  so  uajost, 
so  nnfohnded,  so  personal,  so  malicious,  so  lidls^ 
so  barbarous,  so  unprovoked — 'bat,  bad  he  been  a 
man  of  my  own  years,  I  shonld  have  sat  sileniaf> 
ter  the  delivery,  and  not  have  noticed  it  in  this 
House.  And,  sir,  for  the  reason  that  be  is  the  veiy 
opposite  of  a  young  and  vigornns  man — that,  in 
station,  he  is  far  alMve  my  bumble  podiioa— -for 
Ibe  reason  that  he  is  the  son  of  a  RevolntiaMiy 
patriot  who  was  President  of  tbe  United  Staica, 
and  has  himself  been  President— that  the  honor  of 
my  country  is  involved  in  his  reputation  and  his 
conduct — thai  he  is  a  man  of  venerable  age,  as  I 
have  before  characterized  him  with  perfect  respect 
— for  these  reasons  my  hands  are  tied,  my  arms 
are  bound,  and  I  am  deprived  of  the  privilege  ct 
raiort. 

Tbe  gentleman  is  gratified.  He  has  been  ifr 
dnlged  by  the  Chair  and  tbe  House  in  making  lUi 
attack  upon  me,  thus  lied  and  thus  bound.  He  ha* 
even  thanked  the  Chair  for  the  indulgence  of  mak- 
ing this  attack  upon  a  yotmg  man  who  would  «X 
from  self-reipect  reply — who  ought  not  in  tnta  to 
be  indulged  by  the  Honse  in  replying  ia  tbe  apint 
and  in  the  terms  in  which  ihe  attack  itself  was 
made.  If  IMt  be  a  gratification  to  the  geatleaaa 
himself,  I  am  sore  it  is  no  gralifietttion  lo  Utfiftmit 
htre,  and,  if  his  speech  be  published  as  imewied,  it 
will  be  no  gratification  to 'JUi/Viouls  eliewAen. 

I  cannot  reply,  sir,  because  I  honor  and  respect 
Old  Massachusetts  too  well  not  in  this  very  in- 
stance to  repel  tbe  imputation  east  npon  her  Bepre- 
lentatives  by  tbe  gentleman — that  they  are  eoa- 
sianlly  insulted  and  brow-beaten  by  Southon  gen- 
tlemen here,  who  are  represented  as  base  enough  to 
take  advantage  of  public  seiuimentat  home  and 
in  the  North  on  the  subject  of  duelling !  lasait  ike 
venerable  gentleman ! — /  strike  Mas.'— No,  no,  no. 
Sir,  I  would  much  sooner  strike  down  the  ai« 
raised  to  wound  him  I  And  if  tU*  be  a  victory  for 
him,  he  is  welcome  to  enjoy  its  froits.  I  am  at  this 
moment  a  happier  man  than  he  is. 

DEBATE  ON  THE  TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

SPEECH  OP  MB.  GARLAND, 

OF  viaeiNiA. 
I»  tht  H}W«  if  S*frtttfUitH>t$,  Fftmcry  4,  1841— 

Ob  the  bill  providing  for  an  issue  of  Ttmmj 

notes. 

Mr.  GARLAND  said:  I  did  not  inlrad,  Mr. 
Chairman,  when  this  bill  first  came  op  foreaasi- 
deration,  to  have  participated  in  the  debate.  V^ 
thing  was  further  from  my  thoughts  or  my  wishes, 
and,  but  for  the  range  of  the  debate,  and  the  many 
topics  of  an  important  eharacier  which  have  been 
brought  into  it.  (  should  now  be  content  to  giv*  a 
silent  volt.  I  was  exu«mely  anxious,  tnm  ihs 
beginnin'  of  the  sesion,  lo  act  rather  tliaa  tpult, 
so  as  lu  dispose  of  the  immense  mass  of  bmiamt 
under  which  your  table  groanr,  but  thiaw  hu** 
taken  a  different  course,  and  I  am  forced  by  «x- 
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kting  circamstaoces  lo  ezbaost  a  small  portion  of 
the  valoable  lime  of  this  Hoase. 

I  exiiemel^  regret  that  sach  an  immense  ran^ 
of  debate  shoald  have  been  taken  upon  a  qoestion 
so  sinlple,  and  so  many  topics  discussed  so  irrele- 
rani  to  it.  It  is  a  bad  practice,  and  will,  if  per- 
sisted in,  Qliimately  drive  from  onr  legislation 
erery  subject  of  an  important  and  interesting 
eharaeter.  It  will  convert  onr  Hall  into  an  arena 
of  political  gladiation,  in  which  the  making  of  a 
President  will  be  the  principal  business,  to  &e  ne- 
glect of  all  other.  It  is  not  my  purpose,  on  the 
proent  oceaaion,  to  follow  gendemen  in  their  er- 
ratie  and  discursive  coarse.  I  do  not  design 
flghtiDg  over  again  this  late  Presidential  campaign; 
■or  do  I  design  inqniriag  into  the  fact  whether  the 
minion  and  a  quarter  of  American  freemen  who  by 
their  suffrages  have  elevated  William  Henry  Har- 
rison to  the  Presidency  of  these  United  Slates  were 
■ednced  into  his  sopport  by  the  contempiible 
pageantry  of  log  cabins,  hard  cider,  and  coon  skins, 
or  whether  the  more  than  million  ivho  cast  their 
aaffrages  upon  Mr.  Van  Baren  were  acinated  by 
base  and  nnwortby  motives;  these  criminations  and 
recrimioations  are  bnt  little  respeeifnl  to  the  virtne 
and  intelligence  of  the  American  people,  aad  are 
altogether  unworthy  of  their  representatives.  The 
part  which  I  acted  in  that  great  struggle,  and  the 
reasons  upon  which  it  was  founded,  are  well  known 
to  my  constituents  and  to  the  country,  and  I  shall 
not  here  repeat  ihem.  They  were  sofficient  for 
me,  and  I  have  no  regret  to  express  for  any  thing  I 
said  or  did.  In  voting  for  Qeneral  Harrison,  I  did 
not  commit  myself  to  an  unqualified  support  of  his 
admini&traiion;  nor  shall  I.  My  purpose  is  to 
judge  hit  adminisiraiion  according  to  its  acts,  ap- 
proving where  I  can  and  eondemnlnir  where  I 
most.  The  standards  by  which  I  shall  judge  him 
are,  the  Constitution'  of  my  country,  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  Republican  Government,  and 
the  snccess  of  his  measures.  This  is  the  only  ad- 
hesmn  which  I  can  give  to  General  Harrison's  or 
any  other  Administration. 

The  qaestion  immediately  before  the  committee 
i^  shall  the  enacting  clanse  of  the  bill  be  stricken 
o«tt  I  shall  vote  against  that  motion;  and  finally 
for  the  passage  of  the  bill.  I  shall  vote  for  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  not  because  I  approve  it,  or 
prefer  that  system  to  any  other  for  supplying  the 
wants  of  the  Treasury;  [  vote  for  it  beeanse  the 
fHends  of  this  Administration,  having  in  their 
kands  the  means  of  asoertaming  the  trae  condition 
of  the  Treasury,  have  been  called  upon  to  supply 
the  necessary  meaus  for  the  operation  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  current  year,  and  have  rffered  this 
amoont,  ar.d  in  this  form.  'We  have  made  the  call, 
and  w»  mast  accept  what  thsy  offer  as.  If  the 
means  which  they  supply  are  inadequate,  they  are 
req>on*ible  to  the  country  for  the  consequences;  if 
dot,  there  wilt  be  no  cause  of  complaint. 

In  order  to  determine  on  the  propriety  of  istn- 
ing  the  Treastiry  notes  proposed  by  the  bill,  the 
firit  inquiry  is,  will  the  ordinary  sources  of  revenae 
■apply  the  demands  upon  the  Treasury  for  the  car- 
rent  year?  It  seems  to  be  admitted  on  all  hands 
that  it  will  not;  and  the  onlv  inquiry  ssems  to  be, 
will  the  15,000,000  proposed  by  this  bill  to  b}  is- 
saed  aad  rei^oed  for  the  year,  be  sufficient  to  sup- 
ply the  defleiencyt  I  think  noi;  and  this  opinion 
ia  founded  apon  the  most  deliberate  investigation 
of  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sory.  He  estimates  the  receipts  from  customs  at 
#19,000,000;  from  lands  at  $3,500,000;  from  debtor 
banks  f330,000,  and  from  ail  other  sources  fdO,000. 
To  this  may  be  added  the  estimated  balance  in 
the  Treaaary  on  the  first  of  January  last,  |1,5S0,855; 
making  the  whole  estimated  means  of  the  Treasury 
for  the  year  1841,  |34,380,855. 

Even  if  the  estimates  of  (he  Trewmry  Depart- 
ment sbonid  be  realized,  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
means  of  the  Government  will  be  adequate  to 
the  demands  of  the  year.  But  is  there  any  rea- 
■onablo  hope  that  this  estiiqate  will  be  realized^  If 
we  judge  of  the  production  of  the  same  loarees 
«f  revenae  for  the  last  year,  and  make  even  a 
liberal  allowanee  for  the  increase  of  these  aoarees, 
I  do  not  see  how  the  estimates  of  the  Treaaary 
DeMitment  are  to  be  realized. 
The  Kcaipta  from  ail  tfaeee  soaroes  for  the 


last  year,  except  the  banks,  estimating  the  fourth 
quarter,  were  |17,197,763  03,  which  makes  the 
estimates  of  this  year  over  the  receipts  of  last 
15,533,34699,  including  the  bank  debts.  Is  there 
any  reasonable  pros^peet  that  ih;  receipts  from 
cnstoms  and  public  lands  during  the  present  year 
will  exceed  those  of  the  last  by  so  large  an  amountl 
I  am  deeidedly  of  opinio*,  judging  from  the  ordi- 
nary operations  of  trade,  and  the  condition  of  the 
ooantry.they  will  not.  The  Secretary  estimates  the 
expenses  of  the  annent  year  at^|33,899,a00,  as 
follows: 

OnUnuy  *xp«MU •19,380,001) 

FuadaddsbtonaceaunlofihaDiMrietofColiuiibla  I49,iO0 
RadempiiuoofTnuuiTnoiu        .  ■     iJBOOfloa 

aggi«(ating tsa,a»,ooa 

According  to  these  estimates,  the  reeeipis  will  be 
|481,855  more  than  the  expenditures.  Bat  are 
these  estimates  to  be  relied  nponl  Does  any  gen- 
llenun  suppose  that  the  ordinany  expenditures  of 
the  Government  can,  during  the  present  year,  be  re- 
duced to  #19,350,0001  I  humbly  think  not.  I 
think  they  will  be  little  less  than  1^5,000,000— for 
more  new  sonrces  of  expenditure  have  been 
opened  then  dried  up.  Last  year  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  estimated  the  ordinary  expendi- 
tures at  118.230,600;  when  they  in  fact  reached 
|33,489,349~difference  |4,208,749.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
the  live  miUions  proposed  by  the  bill  will  not 
only  be  neotssary,  but  will  scarcely  be  adequate 
to  meet  the  necessary  expenditures  of  the  year; 
but  as  the  Commitiee  of  Ways  and  Means  that  re- 
ported the  bill  believe  that  the  provision,  is  ade- 
quate, and  the  dominant  party  in  this  House  pro- 
poses it,  I  will  take  it  upon  their  responsibility. 
While  I  vote  for  this  bill,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
mnst  confess  that  I  do  it  with  great  reluctance.  I 
do  not  approve  of  this  mode  of  raising  means.  It 
is  a  system  lo  easily  abused,  and  fraught  with 
such  mischievous  consequences  when  abawd,  that 
I  am  anxious  to  see  it  discontinued  entirely.  It  is 
true  that  I  have  heretofore  Toted  for  three  bills  of 
like  character,  but  always  did  so  under  the  strong 
assurances  repeatedly  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  cemmitiee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  that  these  issues  were  only  intended  to 
anticipate,  for  a  short  time,  the  resonrcw  of  the 
Treasury,  and  that  no  more  applications  would  be 
inade.  Toese  assurances  have  been  as  repeatedly 
violated  as  they  were  given,  and  are  now  to  te 
violated  again.  I  infinitely  prefer  a  direct,  to  this 
indirect  and  dangerons  mode  of  making  a  loan; 
and  bat  for  the  tact  that  the  friends  of  the  Ad mi- 
nittraiion  are  a  majority  hare,  and,  preferring  this 
mode,  would  not  likely  adopt  uy  other,  I  would 
▼ote  agunst  this  biU.  The  Treasary  must  be 
supplied  in  some  way,  and  I  see  no  prospect  in 
an/  other.  I  shall,  therefore,  vote  for  this  Mil 
upon  aie  entire  responsibility  of  its  friends  as  to  its 
mode  and  adequacy.  In  making  my  estimate  for 
J>e  Teceiptt  and  expenditures  of  the  year,  I  have 
discarded  all  Treasury  notes,  except  the  four  and  a 
half  miUions  of  dollars  now  outstanding,  which 
eonstitttte  a  charge,  because,  to  ihe  same  extent 
that  they  Operate  as  means,  thsy  operate  as  charges, 
and,  therefore,  bahtnoe  each  other. 

These,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  all  the  remarks  I 
have  to  make  directly  upon  the  bill  now  before  the 
committee;  bnt  as  gentlemen  have  introduced, 
without  dne  regard,  I  must  say,  to  the  business  of 
the  House,  other  interesting  and  important '  topics, 
I  feel  it  due  to  myself,  to  the  party  with  wbidi  I 
aoted  during  the  late  Presidential  canvass,  and  to 
my  eonsiituents,  reipectfully,  bnt  deeidedly  aad 
unequivocally,  to  express  my  opinions  in  relation 
to  some  of  the  most  important  of  them,  and  those 
which  will  likely  be  aoted  on  hereafter. 

Tbe  first  of  these  which  I  shall  notice  is  the 
distribniion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pab- 
lifr  lands  among  the  States.  If  I  were  at  any  time 
disposed  to  vote  for  this  scheme  of  dittribntion,  I 
could  not  at  this  time,  under  the  existing  condition 
of  thefloanoes  of  tbe  conntry.  It  is  admitted,  on 
all  hands,  that  the  reeeipis  of  the  year  will  not  be 
equal  to  tbe  expenditures  by  several  millions  of 
doUais,  and  some  even  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  it 
will  take  several  years  of  the  most  snoeead'al 
oparation  of  oar  financial  resoarces  to  redeem  the 


Treasury  from  the  heavy  harden  which  the  mis- 
management of  the  present  Atlministtmtion  has 
entailed  upon  it;  and  yet  it  is  gravely  proposed 
toabitaet  from  this  deficient  revenue  |3,500,000, 
the  estimated  proceeds  of  the  salea  of  the  pablie 
lands  during  the  year.  If  this  be  done,  it  necessa- 
rily follows  that  this  amount  of  revenae  mast 
be  raised  from  some  other  source.  Gentlemen,  well 
aware  of  this  inevitable  consequence,  propose  to 
supply  the  deficienay  by  an  impost  duty  on  silks 
and  wines,  hoping  to  satisfy  the  country  for  this 
new  imposition  of  taxes  npon  them  by  holding  ont 
the  delusive  idea  that  they  are  luxuries,  aad  that  a 
tax  npon  them  is  a  mere  tax  upon  the  ridi.  Now, 
Mr.  Chairman,  a  tax  is  a  tax,  whether  it  be  im. 
posed  on  luxuries  or  on  necessaries;  and  no  one 
woald  be  so  absurd  as  to  contend  that  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  tax  npon  luxuries  will  relieve,  a  singlo 
stiver,  the  tax  apon  necessaries,  when  the  tax 
upon  luxuries  is  imposed  to  sapply  the  defidt 
created  by  the  withdrawal  of  a  like  amonnlof  re« 
venue  from  another  souree.  I  am  no  advooale  for 
Ihe  exemption  of  luxaries  from  taxation,  bnt  am 
ready  at  any  time  to  subject  them  to  a  fair  aad  equal 
taxation  when  the  neeeuities  of  ihp  lovenne  and  tha 
relief  of  the  articles  of  necessity  shall  rejoin.  Bat 
I  can  see  no  propriety  in  ereating  a  defimt  in  tha 
public  revenue,  by  withdrawing  ttom  the  pnblio 
Treasury  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pablie 
lands,  so  long  as  they  are  necessary  for  revenae, 
by  snhjecting  any  class  of  oar  citizens  to  taxation 
merely  to  supply  the  deficit. 

It  has  been  estimated  that,  by  the  distribution  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  tha 
Stat*  of  Virginia  wonid  receive  about  |4,000,000, 
aad  by  the  array  of  this  result  it  is  supposed  that 
the  State  would  be  fkvorable  to  the  distribntion.  If 
this  addition  to  the  means  of  tbe  treasury  of  Yiigi- 
gia  were  real  and  snhstantial,  and  would  add  to 
tbe  permanent  capital  of  the  State  that  much,  then 
indeed  would  it  present  a  most  formidable  and  im- 
posing aigament  in  favor  of  the  scheme.  But,  sir, 
this  is  not  the  ease;  and,  althoi^hl  do  not  cbaifa 
the  friends  of  theseheaie  with  inaiceerity  or  impro* 
per  design,  yet,  with  dne  defeienec  to  them,  I 
must  say  that  the  whole  appearance  is  drinsive  aad 
deoeptiie.  It  is  true  that  it  will  add  thus  mack  lo 
the  Stale  treasary,  but  it  Will  add  more  than  this 
amount  to  the  taxation  of  the  people  of  the  Stue 
to  supply  the  vacuum  created  in  the  Natitnal 
Treasury;  and  thus,  while  with  one  hand  yoa  maka 
a  donation  to  the  Stale  Governments,  yon  drMr 
heavily  with  the  other  npon  tbe  podcets  of  the 
people  to  supply  the  gift;  and  thus,  when  in  trnth 
and  in  fact  yoa  profess  to  be  hberal,  you  ate  be- 
stowing nothing  bnt  aa  tooeased  burden.  It  has 
been  contended  by  many  wise  and  exparieaced 
salesmen  that  the  consumos  of  foreiga  goods, 
who  are  the  principal  produeers  of  the  conatry,  are 
the  principal  tax  peyan;  and  thus,  sir,  they  would 
have  to  bear  all  the  bardsns  of  this  system,  «ith> 
out  any  benefit  whatCTer.  What  esnmaie  would 
you  place  upon  die  intelligence  of  a  man  if  be 
woald  accept  a  proposition  to  receive  |500  in  one 
pocket  to-day,  and  pay  700  out  of  the  othn  to- 
morrow?  This,  sir,  is  a  fair  illustration  of  the 
scheme,  so  far  as  Viiginia  is  concerned. 

I  feel  vety  coikfident,  Mr.  Chairman,  that,  bat 
for  the  very  indirect-  operation  of  our  system  of 
taxation,  by  which  tbe  true  amoont  of  the  bnrdana 
imposed  npon  the  people  is  concealed  from  ibem, 
this  scheme  of  distribotion  would  find  no  fiavor  ia 
Virginia  or  any  of  the  prodtwiag  Stales.  If  a 
system  of  direct  taxation  prevailed,  aad  the  peo- 
ple who  pay  the  taxes  were  to  coant  out  to  tlm 
officers  of  the  Government  in  dollars  and  rents 
the  amount  they  woald  have  to  contribute  to  the 
National  Treasary  to  supply  tbe  deficiemqr  pro- 
duced by  this  withdrawal  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
salee  of  the  public  lands  from  thefeaeral  revenae, 
I  am  sure  that  they  would  not  tolerate  it  for  a 
moment,  bat  rebel  agniast  it.  Bat,  ttom  the  indi- 
rect operation  ofonr  system  of  taxation,  tbe  great 
body  of  the  people  do  not  reflect  that,  in  every 
bushel  of  salt,  in  every  ponnd  of  coffee,  and  ia 
every  yard  of  woollen  goods  of  foreigft  maMi- 
faeture  which  tbey  use,  they  are  paying  their  laxaa 
to  the  Government  and  ttaa,  white  this  foor  mil- 
lions of  dollan  woald  (o  to  the  Qantami^x  «C 
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yiigima,  tbe  peQpl<;  of  the  State  would  more  than 
Mrai(4.it  to  Uie  mtional  Treasory  by  this  indiieet 
mWX  of  utxaliiMi  on  their  salt,  woollens,  coffee, 
•0.  I  ewmot  peieeire,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  pos- 
sible ben^t  can  icsalt  to  the  people  of  Virginia  by 
thus  bestowing  to  her  OoTemmeat  this  four  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  to  be  squandered  by  l^istatiTe 
prodigality,  and  wiihdrawing  a  larger  amount  from 
the  pockets  of  the  people  to  supply  its  place. 
From  every  view  which  I  have  been  able  to  take 
of  this  question,  I  am  well  oonrineed  that  the 
present  system  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  and 
the  faithfal  application  of  the  proceeds  to  the  pur- 
poses of  rerenne,  is  the  most  beneficial  and  just 
dispoeitioa  of  them  which  can  be  made,  be- 
eatise,  pro  tenia,  they  relieve  the  taxation  of  the 
eonntry. 

8o  fill  as  Mates,  BIr.  Chairisan,  to  th«  restric- 
tion of  the  fand  proposed  to  be  distributed  to  the 
porpoMsofediwation  and  internal  improvements, 
I  have  only  to  nmark,  that  if  this  land  fund  be 
a  nsidaiim  after  executing  the  trust  created  by 
the  orlginat  aet  of  cession,  then,  and  in  that  ease, 
the  States  have  as  dear  and  indefeasible  a  title  to 
this  restdanm  its  they  bad  to  the  original  subject; 
and  any  restriction  jxpoa  its  appropriation  would 
be  incompatiUe  with,  and  in  violation  of,  their 
lights,  and  eonld  not  create  upon  thekn  thesligfatest 
obUgaiioo  to  Begard  it.  Let  it  be  remembered, 
too,  that  all  the  npeases  of  surveying,  selling,  and 
patenting,  which  are  very  coBsiderable,  are  to  be 
thrown  npon  the  impost  duties.  For  these  reason!>, 
upon  grounds  of  expediency,  I  am  opposed  to  this 
system  of  distribntion.  But  while  declaring  my  op- 
position to  this  system,  I  Sad  it  my  duty  to  staw 
that  I  aa  utterly  opposed  to  its  competing  sehsmes 
— dte  rednetion  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands, 
and  their  cession  to  the  Stales  in  which  they  lie. 
But,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  other  and  higher 
objeGtimt  to  this  scheme  of  distribution  which  I 
deem  it  my  dn^  'briedy  to  bring  to  notice.  The 
aeni  influence  which  it  woold  exert  upon  the  re- 
lations between  the  PAeral  and  State  Govern- 
ments, and  its  tendency  to  make  the  State  Govern- 
ments dependent  npon,  and  inbservient  to,  the 
Federal  Government,  are  matters  to  my  mind  of 
the  most  grave  and  insuperable  objection.  This 
small  beginning  of  a  connection  between  the  re- 
venues of  the  State  and  Federal  Gh>vemments,  I 
fear,  would  inacaae  as  it  progressed,  and  finally 
tarminate  in  a  permanent  and  ruinous  connection. 
It  would  prompt  the  people  to  forget  that  they  had 
State  Governments  at  all,  and  turn  their  eyes 
entirely  to  die  Federal  source  for  supplies.  The 
Fsdtau  Goveremeat  woold  then  be  the  Alpha 
aad  Omega  of  our  whole  system,  and  all  the  ad- 
vantagss  arishig  fin>m  oar  Federal  compact  and  the 
cheiriatoadaenreNignty  of  the  Slates  be  buried  ia 
its  vnteK.  AA  meral  evil  has  small  beginniags, 
bat  sweUs  as  it  profissaes,  until  it  overwhelms 
•very  thing  with  which  it  comes  in  contact.  The 
pyramids  of  Hgypt  were  oonstmeted  by  piling  one 
stone  upon  aaother,  tintil  they  reached  their  present 
towuhig  height;  so,  I  fear,  will  be  the  operation 
of  this  system  of  dtotribntion.  One  system  will  be 
piled  npon  another,  until  finally  it  will  assume  a 
psnaanoKy  and  strength  beyond  the  control  or  re- 
siiiaiNeofthe  Stales  or  the  people.  I  have  here- 
tcrfbrehad  some  little  experience  on  this  subject  of 
distribadon.  I  voted  for  the  aet  of  1836  distriba< 
ting  the  •nrpius  revenue  among  the  States,  referred 
to  aad  so  strangly  reprobated  by  my  friead  and 
eeUeagne,  [Mr.  Wmc]  When  I  voted  for  that 
UU,  I  did  so  believing  it,  what  it  professed  to  be, 
abut  for  the  dcpoeiie  of  thasarplos  revenue  with 
tba  Stales,  aad  with  eMite  confidence  that  the 
Slates  weiM  redeaa  the  pledges  they  were  re- 
quited to  give  to  return  those  depoeites  to  tbe 
Nadenal  Treasory  ander  the  reatrietionsand  limi- 
tationa  pieaefibed  by  the  aot,  whenever  required. 
Bat  what  now,  sit;  is  the  state  of  thingsl  With 
a  bankrupt  Tteasary,  the  Stalse  hoM  on  to  these  de- 
podus^  aad  laugh  to  seom  the  very  idea  of  re- 
storing them.  I  son  sometimes  humorously  aslnd 
by  aiy  fHsads  whether  I  did  not  know,  when  I 
TOtMtfct  that  bill,  thatU  wai  intended  as  a  gift  of 
thdoaiidasieaeaue  toOie  Slaiad  I  answer,  no;  I 
waa  iMlisly  linoeaat  of  it.  Ihad  not  then 
a«quixed    s*  much  akill   in  pfttUameniary  ma- 


noeovring  as  to  know  how  to  frame  a  bill  with 
a  constitniional  aspect  which  was  to  operate  an 
unconstitutional  effect.  I  had  not  then  Iwned  that 
the  Constitution  of  my  country  aahorized  agift 
of  any  part  of  the  public  revenue,  or  any  portion 
of  the  public  property,  to  any  State,  or  to  tbe  States. 
If  I  had  then  known  what  I  know  now,  that  that 
act  would  effect  what  it  has  effected — aa  nnooa- 
stitntional  gift  of  the  then  surplus  revenue  to 
the  States^I  should  not  have  given  it  my 
sanetien. 

Bat,  Mr.  Chairman,  where  do  gentlemen  find  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  eonntry  any  authority  for 
disposing,  by  gift,  of  any  part  of  the  public  re- 
venue, or  any  portion  of  the  public  propertjt 
Tbe  power  to  collect  revenue  is  distinctly  given, 
and  the  objects  to  whidi  it  is  to  be  appropriated 
explicitly  defined,  by  the  Constitution.  In  the  enu- 
merated objects  for  which  appropriations  may  be 
made,  there  is  not  a  word  or  a  sentence  to  be 
found  from  which  the  idea  of  a  power  to  give  can 
remotely  be  deduced,  unless,  indeed,  tbe  words 
"general  welfare  and  common  defence"  can  be  so 
construed  as  to  impart  general  and  nnlimited 
powers  to  a  {Oovemment  which,  from  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  Constitution,  was  intended  to 
be  limited  to  the  exercise  oC  enumerated  and  speci- 
fied powefs.  Apart  from  these  words,  there  con- 
not  be  found  a  single  expression  to  favor  the 
power.  There  being  no  constitutional  power  to 
make  such  a  distribution,  the  friends  of  this  policy 
have  very  adroitly  laid  hold  of  tbe  acts  of  cession 
from  Virginia  and  ottier  States  to  the  Government 
of  the  Confederacy,  and  very  ingeniously  attempt 
to  deduce  from  these  acts  of  cession  tbe  power  to 
make  distribution  of  the  public  lands  ceded  by  them. 
I  will  examine  this  proposition  very  briefly. 
That  part  of  the  act  of  cession  of  Virginia,  passed 
on  tbe  Ut  day  of  March,  1784,  which  is  to 
determine  this  .question,  is  in  the  following 
words: 

"That  all  the  laada  within  the  Territory  io  ceded  to  the  Unt- 
ied Statee,  and  not  reseiTed  lor,  or  appropriated  to,  anjr  of  ihe 
twfure-mentioned  parpotes,  or  diapoeed  ofin  bounties  to  the 
officers  and  eoldien  of  the  American  armj,  ahall  be  coneidered 
aa  a  common  fand  for  the  uae  and  benefit  of  each  of  the  United 
States  aa  have  become  or  ahall  become  members  of  the  Con- 
federation or  federal  alliance  of  the  said  Siatea,  Virginia  inclu- 
sire,  aeeetdfalg  to  their  uiaal  reapeciire  poriiona  In  the 
general  charge  and  expenditure,  ana  shall  be  faithfully  and 
bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  uae  or 
purpose  whatsoeTer." 

Tiiese  words  are  preceded  by  several  specific  ap- 
propriations, and  are  introduced  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  controllint;  the  appropriations  of  the  sur- 
plus of  the  ceded  lands  which  riutll  remain  after 
satisfying  these  specific  appropriations.  Thesui^ 
plus  thus  remaining  is,  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  act,  to  be  considered  a  "common  fund"  for 
the  use  of  such  of  the  United  States  as  had  become 
or  should  become  members  of  the  Confederation 
which  then  existed,  Virginia  included.  He  words 
"common  fund"  simply  mean  ttiat  these  lands 
should  become  the  property  of  the  Confederacy  for 
the  nte  of  the  Conrederaey,  and  not  a  joint  stock 
fund  for  the  use  of  each  of  ithe  States  in  their  in- 
dividual character.  It  is  toibe  used  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Confederacy,  and  the  Coafedeney  only; 
so  as  to  relieve  the  Stales  of  the  general  chuge  and 
expenditure  to  which  they  are  liable  for  the  heavy 
debt  incurred  during  the  Kevolntionary  war,  and 
for  the  amount  of  the  expenditure  to  which  they 
were  liable  for  tbe  support  and  nmintenance  of  the 
Government  of  the  Confiederacy.  This  is  all  that 
is  intended  by  the  aet  of  cession,  and  this  is  the 
fair  and  natural  import  of  the  terms  employed. 
When  it  is  remembered  that,  at  the  time  of  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  the  Governmeat  of  the  Con- 
federacy had  no  power  whatever  to  collect  re- 
venue, either  by  impost,  excise^  direct  taxation,  or 
otherwise,  but  had  to  rely  upon  requisitions  on  the 
States  in  proportion  to  their  representation  to  dis- 
cbarge the  heavy  debt  with  which  it  was  burdened 
aad  to  meet  its  annual  expenditures,  the  object  of 
this  cession,  and  the  interpretation  of  the  clause 
which  I  have  cited,  are  too  obvious  for  doubt  or 
argumentation.  The  restriction  contained  ia  the 
clanse  was  simply  intended  to  prevent  the  local  or 
partial  application  of  this  common  fund  to  the 
separata  aad  distinetbenefit  of  any  State  or  portion 
of  *e  States.  The  object  was  to  provide  a  "com- 
mon fond"  to  relievcj  tbe  Stales  from  <a  common 


charge  and  pay  a  common  expenditure;  and  I  can- 
not well  imagine,  considering  that   otu  Govern- 
ment was  a  m?re  federal  alliance,  powerless  and 
penniless  without  the  aid  and  snpp«rtof  the  States, 
how  the  framers  of  the  act  could  have  employed 
more  appropriate  terms.    If  tbe  framers  of  the  act 
had  contemplated  that  there  would  have  remained  a 
surplus  out  of  this  surplus  to  be  iqtplied  to  die  in- 
dividual and  local  concerns  of  tlie  States,  I  fed 
very  confident  that  they  would  have  been  cantitMis 
enough  to  make  some  specific  provision  for  sack 
a  result;  but  their  not  having  done  sa  is  condusire 
proof  to  my  mind  that  they  did  not  design  it. 
From  tbe  passage  of  the  act,  through  a  long  series 
of  years,  the  Congress  of  the  Uaited  Sutea,  bodi 
luder  the  Confederacy  aad  the  Union,  has  bem 
acting  under  the  influence  of  this  interpretation  in 
appropriating  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  and 
I  see  no  good  reason  for  reversing  it  at  this  laie 
day.    In  aid  of  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  will  r» 
fer  to  another  fact,  which  I  regard  as  conclusive 
of  its  correcuess.    The  framers  of  the  Constitutioa, 
having  this  whole  subject  before  them,  gave  to. 
Congress  the  same  power  over  the  ceded  lands' 
that  they  did  over  all  lands  which  the  Government 
then  held,  or  miKht  thereafter  acquire;  and  Uiat 
was,  simply  to  prescribe  proper  rules  and  r^uia- 
tions  for  their  management  and  dUposiiion.   Tbae 
is  not  a  word  nor  a  sentiment  which  indicates  that 
the  framers  of  die  Conttitotion  beheved  that  diey 
held  these  lands  in  trust  for  die  local  use  and  bene- 
fit of  the  States.    Tbe  power  conferred  over  thesa 
lauds  is  precisely  the  same  conferred  over  all  othci 
lauds,  and,  if  tbe  one  can  be  distributed,  the  other 
can.    From    these  considerations,  my  mind  has 
come  to  the  decided  concluaioo  that  the  distribntion 
of  the  public  lands  among  the  Stales  for  their  local 
and  private  use  is  not  justified  upon  any  principles 
sf  expediency,  nor  warranted  by  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  and  not  required  by  die  provisioBS 
of  the  act  of  cession.     There  is  no  more  safe, 
more  just,  or  more  profitable  disposition  of  the 
public  lands   diaa  to  bring  their  proceeds  into  dw 
public  Treasury,  and  to  relieve  the  people  to  Utat 
extent   from  burdensome   and   oppressive   taxa- 
tion upon  those  articles  which  are  necessary  to 
them. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  notwithstanding  my  oppo- 
sition to  distribution,  1  was  not  a  litUe  saipnsMl  to 
hear  die  gentleman  from  North  Caroliiaa  [Mr. 
Sbepard]  impugn  tbe  tide  of  Virginia  to  ih«  ceded 
lands.  After  entering  into  a  compact  widi  bet,  ac- 
cepting die  cession  and  executing  it  according  io 
its  very  letter  for  more  dian  a  half  a  century,  I  see 
no  propriety  in  the  Government  of  the  Uoitsd 
States  impugning  the  title  by  which  she  holds  these 
lands.  It  is  a  very  singular  position,  that  while 
we  are  acting  by  virtue  of  this  cession,  diqwaing 
of  these  land^  and  erecting  new  States  in  con- 
formity wiih  its  provisions,  we  are  at  the  sane 
time  denying  the  tide  by  which  we  hold  diem ! 
Did  die  genUeman  from  NorUt  Carolina  nfleet 
what  effect  bis  argument  might  have  .upon  tbe  /a- 
ture  political  balance  between  the  North  aad  South, 
in  another  body,  if  his  argument  were  tnwl  If  he 
did  not,  I  pray  him  te  reconsider  it 

The  next  subject  which  has  been  ialrodnecd 
into  this  discnssion  is  diat  of  a  protective  tariff.  It 
is  matter  of  extreme  regret  to  me  that  a  subject  of 
so  much  delicacy,  and  so  iaitating  a  charatet, 
should  have  been  introduced  at  a  time  and  under 
circumstances  when  there  could  possible  be  no  ac- 
tion upon  it;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  more  regret  that 
any  gentlemen  on  this  floor  should  have  indicated 
a  purpose,  at  a  future  day,  of  bieakiDg  ibroach 
die  principles  of  die  compromise  aet  of  1833, 
and  re-open  this  fountain  of  bitter  aad  aptating 
waters. 

[Mr.  Barrabd  here  asked  permission  to  say  a 
word  by  way  of  explanation.  Mr.  GaaLaao 
yielded  the  floor  for  diis  purpose. 

Mr.  Barnard  dien  said,  in  substance,  diat  be 
found  himself  alluded  to  now,  and  he  bad  beea 
frequently  before,  in  die  course  of  debate,  as 
having  proposed  and  advocated,  in  his  speech  oa 
die  bill  now  before  the  committee,  a  protective 
tariff,  and  a  high  protective  tariff.  iWe  was  aa- 
tire  misapprebensioa  and  error  haii^  aad.  ap- 
paiendy  a  growing  misappteheoslon  and  error, 
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irUeh  he  thought  it  tinw  to  cornlet.  He  hadoimcle 
'  no  propositioii,  nor  had  be  •dTocated  in  hi<  speech 
K  high  proteetiTe  tariff,  or  any  protaetive  tariff 
wbaterer.  His  proposiilOD  looked  to  reraiiue,  and 
to  reTenne  onlj,  aod  not  even  inddeataHy  to  pro- 
Mtion. 
«  Myiiiotioii(«aidMr.  B.)  was  to  strike  ovttbe 
enaettng  elaose  of  this  bill,  and  that  is  the  whole  of- 
the  motioB.  I  aeoompanied  this  motion  with  a 
mrtioe  which  diaoloied  the  object  of  it.  It  was 
tlwt,  if  the  motion  prevailed,  I  would  more  the 
House  to  instnui  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Mfaas  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  borrow  |IO,000,000  on 
theiasaeof  bondsor  seripj  and  also  a  bill'to  lay 
'duties  on  articles  now  admitted  free  of  dnty,  sneh 
as  wines,  silks,  spices,  and  other  articles,  being 
Inxnries— bat  all  within  the  terms  and  policy  of 
the  compromise  act.  This  was  my  notice;  and  It 
is,  I  suppose,  to  that  that  reference  is  made, .  when 
it  is  imagined  that  I  hare  proposed  to  make  a  new 
tariff  for  protection. 

Sir,  I  have  proposed  nothing-of  the  sort,  hor  did 
I,  in  all  my  speech,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end, 
advocate  any  measnre  of  the  son.  I  foand,  as  I 
Ihoaght,  that  the  Treasury  would  want  f  10,000,000 
in  1841  over  and  above  all  carrent  revenues.  I 
proposed  to  borrow  it.  I  foand  also,  as  I  ihotigfat, 
that  the  deficit  in  revenue  from  cnstoms  in 
1843  would  be  very  great,  and  that  deficit 
I  proposed  to  make  up,  as  far  as  it  woald 
go,  by  new  duties  laid  now,  and  laid,  not 
upon  protected,  but  on  unprotected  anides-r-dmies 
/3r  rerenne  only. 

I  will  only  add  and  repeat  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  which  was  all  I  intended  when  I 
rose,  that  I  have  not*  in  occasion  of  this  de- 
bate, proposed  or  advocated  a  protective  ten'ff. 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded,  Mr.  Waoot 
Thomfsoh  made  a  like  request,  and  mad*  the 
following  explanation: 

Mr.  "nioitrsoir  said  it  is  very  strange  that  any 
aneh  disclaimer  of  an  intention  to  bring  about  a 
MOtBbiive  tariff  sfaoald  be  required  of  the  member 
from  New  York,  when  his  resolution  expressly 
states  that  the  terms  of  the  compromise  of  1833 
are  not  to  be  violated;  and  therefore,  he  proposes 
duties,  not  on  the  protected,  bat  upon  the  unpro- 
taeled  artioles— each  has  been  the  language  of 
every  single  member  from  the  tariff  States.  The 
word  protective  tariff  has  not  been  used  by  one  of 
tkem  ttnls«  to  disclaim  any  wish  for  increased  pro- 
tection. If  Southern  gentleman  question  the  truth 
and  honor  of  these  members,  I  would  ask,  dare 
these  members  make  this  disclaimer  if  their  consti- 
taenis  really  wished  increased  proteetioni 

The  disiinguishrd  member  from  Blassachnseits, 
[Mr.  Cdshiho,]  representing  one  of  the  largest 
nuQufaeturing  intsreits,  tells  you  that  the  maan- 
faetnmsdo  not  wish  any  more  protection.  That 
we  may  lay  the  duties  for  the  required  amount  ou 
any  thiag  we  please.  Thty  do  not  ask  it,  bat  ara 
williug  that  the  duties  ron  the  protected  articles 
should  be  ibcteased;  that  they  propose  to  lay  iliese 
duties  onthe  unprotected  articles  to  satisfy  us,  but, 
if  we  prefer,  we  may  choose.  No  man  from  the 
South  has  said,  or  will  say,  that  he  does  not  psefer 
to  lay  duties  on  the  nnproteeied  class  of  articles. 
The  North  prc^wse  this  to  as,  and  we  deaonnoe 
tbe  proposition  which  we  approve,  becaase  we 
have  «  snspieiott  that,  in  offering  tis.'Oar  own 
ekoiee,  tbey  mean  to  cheat  as.  Why,  then,  air, 
diis  senseless  cry  of  tariff,  tariff,  taritn] 

Mr.  OiBLAiD.  I  am  quite  happy,  Mr.  Chair- 
■aaa,  that  I  afforded  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  aa  opportunity  to  place  himself  right  before 
the  eocuttry.  It  was  to  what  I  had  been  informed 
he  had  said  that  I  referred.  As  to  my  friend  from 
Soolh  OaroUna  [Mr.  TBemsoN]  I  would  as  soon 
h«v«  suspected  any  ma^  in  this  House  or  oat  of  it 
being  mn  advocate  of  a  proiettive  tariff  as  him. 
His  explanation  ma^  be  very  well  to  set  him  right 
as  to  othms,  bat  was  wholly  unnecessary  as  to  me. 
With  this  explanation  fVom  the  gentlenan  from 
New  York,  I  will  pursue  this  sutyset  no  farther, 
bat  cooieat  myMU  by  remarking  that,  whsnerer  it 
does  ooaae  up,  if  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  a  seat 
on  this  floor,  I  shall  be  feond  its  BOwaTcrhig  and 
nneofflproaiisim  •ppoaeat. 


In  relation  to  the  iMroposrd  tax  upon  sites  and 
winesi  I  beg  leave  to  submit  a  few  remarks.  I 
am  not  willing  at  the  present  session  to  enter 
into  that  subject.  French  sUks  and  wines,  by 
treaty  stipulation,  are  exiempt  from  duties  until 
1843,  and  I  feel  no  desire  to  discriminate  between 
French  silks  and  tlxrae  of  any  other  friendly  powe^ 
and  there  is  no  necessity  of  any  precipitate  action 
on  the  inhject.  Whenever  the  whole  field  shaU 
be  opened,  and  silks  and  wmes  can  be  made  the 
sabjects  of  a  fair  and  equal  taxaiion  with  other 
subjects,  I  am  ready  to  embraoe  them  kdA  impose  it 
upon  them.  They  are  as  fit  snhjeets  of  taxation  as 
any  other  forrian  prodaetion,  and  much  more  so 
than  many.  Tbey  are  certainly  not  entitled  to 
any  privilege  because  tbey  are  luxuries — nor,  as 
asserted  by  my  friend  fromOeoigia,  [Mr.  Alfobo,] 
because  "there  are  great  many  pretty  girls  in  the 
South  who  wear  silks."  The  "pretty  girls"  of  the 
South  are  under  as  high  an  obligation  to  pay  a  tax 
for  the  silk  which  adds  so  much  to  their  comfort 
and  decoration,  as  the  ^pretty  girls"  every  where 
who  wear  their  light  woollens;  and  although  I  should 
regret  to  be  less  an  adinirer  of  "pretty  girls"  than 
my  friend  from  Gkotgia,  yet  this  distinction  is  an 
homage  that  I  am  not  prepared  to  pay  te  their 
b«Mty.  The  Consiitation  has  given  the  power  to 
raise  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
means  of  defraying  the  expeiises  of  the  Govera- 
msnt  and  its  odier  legal  obligations.  In  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  power  I  shall  always  be  prepared  lo 
impose  saeh  duties  as  shall  be  necessary  to  meet 
these  objects.  All  that  I  desire  in  relation  to  silks 
and  wines  is  to  act  upon  them  at  a  time  and  under 
circumstances  when  I  can  act  advisedly,  and  when 
tbey  can  be  subjected  to  a  fair  and  equal  and  a  jast 
imposition  ofduties. 

I  have  a  word  to  say  in  relation  to  the  tobacco 
question.  My  fnend  and  colleague  [Mr.  Wise] 
seemed  to  think  that  the  Tobacco  Convention  re- 
cently held. in  this  city  was  but  a  part  of  the  machi- 
nery which  was  patiiog  in  play  to  bring  about  a  re- 
newal of  the  protective  sjrstem.  I  was  a  member 
of  that  convention,  and  although  I  shall  not  ques- 
tion the  sagacity  of  my  colleague,  I  distinctly  as- 
sert that  in  that  convention  1  did  not  see  or  hear 
any  thing  to  justify  the  suspicion.  It  may  be  so, 
but  if  it  was,  it  escaped  my  observation,  and  I  can 
traly  say  that  I  did  not  participate  in  it.  Upon 
the  subject  of  the  to6»oco  trade  the  inclination  of 
my  mind  is  to  differ  with  the  view  of  both  my  col- 
leagues, [Messrs.  WisB  and  Colos.]  I  regard  the 
tobacco  interest  of  the  coantry  as  suffering  under 
the  weight  of  a  most  wanton  and  intolerable  op- 
pression at  the  hands  of  nations  whose  prodactions 
we  receive  on  the  most  liberal  terms.  How 
monopoly  and  excessive  duty  in  foreign  countries 
are  beneficial  to  that  intvrest,  is  what  I  have  not 
been  able  lo  discover.  From  the  first  formation  of 
ourOovernment  to  the  present  time,  our  constant 
effort  has  been  to  get  rid  of  this  monopoly,  and  re- 
duce this  imposition  upon  our  tobacco  trade  in  fo- 
reign countries — and  yet  we  are  gravely  told  that 
all  this  exertion  has  been  directed  to  effect  an  ob- 
ject which  would  be  ruinous  to  the  tobacco  growing 
interest.  Ii  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  this  question  at  this  time.  I  confess 
that  my  information  is  too  limited  to  decide  with 
accuracy,  and  to  act  at  this  time  with  due  regard 
to  the  great  interest  involved.  I  shall  bold  my 
miad  open  to  the  conviction  of  truth,  and  trust  that 
if  I  shall  ever  be  called  to  act  upon  this  question,  I 
shall  be  able  to  do  so  with  wisdom  and  prudence. 
My  colleague  [Mr.  Colss]  seems  to  be  sensible  of 
the  great  oppression  under  which  the  tobacco  trade 
labors  in  England,  France,  and  other  European 
powers,  and  that  there  ought  to  be  some  redrees, 
but  he  is  opposed  to  countervailing  duties,  "be- 
cause," says  he,  "that  would  be  l^islattng  for 
Prance  and  England,"  forgetting  that,  if  the  argu- 
ment be  true,  it  cuts  both  ways,  and  proves  that  in 
the  monopoly  and  the  imposition  of  duties  by 
France  and  England  upon  American  tobacco, 
France  and  England  are  legislating  for  the  United 
States.  Because  if  the  imposition  of  duties  upon 
foreign  productions  in  our  own  ports  be  legislating 
for  those  fbreign  coontries,  then  by  the  same  process 
of  reasoning  the  proof  is  conclusive  that  the  imposi- 
tion of  duties  npoa  Amerten  prodvetions  in  foreign 


ports  amounts  lo  legislation  for  as  by  the  powers 
imposing  them. 

That  there  should  be  a  diversity  of  opinion  as 
to  the  propriety  of  exercising  the  countervailiig 
power  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  bat  that  there 
should  be  any  doubt  as  to  the  existence  of  the 
power  is  to  me  manrellous.    The  countervatling 
power  is  the  right  arm  of  national  defence  in  mat- 
ters of  commerce,  and  the  Government  that  is 
without,  it  most  prosecute  its  commerce  entirsly  at 
the  meriey  of  other  powers.    I  do  not  now  say  that 
it  would  be  proper  to  exercise  this  power  in  refer- 
ence to  the  tobacco  trade;  but  I  will  say  that,  if  we 
are  entitled  to  redress,  this  will  be  found  the  only 
successful  remedy.    I  distingnish  between  a  coun- 
tervailing duty  and  one  for  ptirposes  of  protection. 
A  protective  duty  is  always  imposed  upon  some  fo- 
reign production  or  manufacture,  toienule  thedomes- 
tic  article  of  like  character  lo  compete  with  it  in  our 
own  markets;  the  coonterrailing  duly  is  alorays 
directed  to  such  foreign  production  as  will  best  dis- 
pose the  foreign  Government  lo  do  justice  to  our 
own  productions,  and  conduct  oar  intercourse  with 
them  upon  terms  of  reciprocity.    The  eountervail- 
ing  doty  is  intended  to  operate  abroad — ^the  pro- 
tective at  home.    The  countervailing  system  is  a 
baish  one,  and  should  be  managed  with  greol  can- 
lion,  prudence,  and  discretion— never  rashly.  That 
the  counterrailing  power  exists  in  this  Government 
is  with  me  not  a  matter  of  doubt;  but  if  I  needed 
aathority  to  support  me  ia  this  position,  I  would 
refer  to  that  of  James  Madison,  whose  opinion  on 
this  subject  was  decided  and  unequivocal,  as  were 
also  those  of  many  of  his  distinguished  compeers. 
I  must  confess  that  I  am  not  a  little  stirprbed  at 
the  remedy  suggested  by  my  friend,  nfr.  Oslbs.] 
He  says  he  would  still  negiotiate.    Well,  sir,  wa 
have  been  negotiating  for  nearly  sixty  ytfaia,  and  the 
success  has  been  an  increase  of  the  burdens.    My 
friend  says  he  will  not  resort  to  conntervaHing  du- 
ties.   If,  then,  the  negotiation  is  renewed,  and  it 
again  fails,  what  is  the  remedyl    According  to  the 
position  of  my  friend,  [Mr,  Coucs,]  submission. 
Now,  Mr.   Chairman,  that  this  monopoly  of  the 
tobacco  trade  and  heavy  imposition  of  burdens 
upon  the  article  is  a  soorce  m  very  considerable 
revenue  to  the  powers  of  Europe  into  which  it  is 
imported,  is  matter  of  no  doubt.  When,  then,  yon 
send  your  negotiator  to  remonstrate  against  these 
impositions  and  demand  their  removal,  what  suc- 
cess do  you  think  will  attend  his  negothitions  when 
he  discloses  the  awfal  fact  that,  if  the  nef;otintio& 
fails — we  submit!    This,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  in* 
evitable  position  ia  which  the  remedy  of  my  friend 
and  colleague  places  this  question;  and,  if  it  be 
sound  and  tenable,  it  proves  most  eoneushrely,  to 
my  mind,  that  we  should  attempt  no  farther  nq^o- 
tiatioo  upon  the  subject,  lest  it  should  lesult,  as 
heretofbre,  in  an  inereass  of  our  burdens. 

Thii  argument,  Ivhieh  means  ihatwe  are  to  talk, 
and  do  nothing  but  talk,  remiods  me  very  mueh  of  - 
an  aneedete|miieh  took  place  near  the  beghuiagof 
the  Revolution  at  Boston.    The  boys  of  Boetok, 
who  had  caught  thespirM  of  liberty  whiabwa*fi|»i  ■ 
nhig  like  flie  in  the  prairisa  along  the  wheto  Ame< 
rican  colonies,  ftom  Nonh  to  South  and  flmn  Baat 
to  West,  by  their  songs  of  patriotiaa  and  thft 
shonts  of  liberty,  became  ircry  oiliBMiv*  to  an  (dd  • 
Tory  who  lived  hard  by  Iheci^.    TheXlMy,  in 
the  agony  of  his  feelings,  eiekdaMd  to  soaw  as- 
qoaintanees  standing  by,  in  meet  iadignaiil  sttataa, 
"These  boys  ought  to  be  talked  to— to  he  lalk»i  to 
kord— mry  Ikard."    Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  sup*- 
'pose  my  colleague  would  have  our  negoiiatorB 
upon  this  sal^eet  "Ulk"  to  those  foreign  Oavem- 
ments— to  talk  to  Oem  "hard,  etry  hard;"  and  if 
talking  very  bard  will  net  do,  to  tell  ihem-<ireMb- 
mil. 

The  next  subject  introdueed  into  this  djaeaaaieii, 
to  which  I  shall  advert,  is  the  subjeil  of  a  NhlMnl 
Bai^  Upon  this  topic,  too,  I  Ahrtc,  the  liHe  of 
this  Honse  might  be  spued.  There  isnopropeoi* 
tion  before  the  House  to  establish  a  Bak,  ner  is 
there  time  to  matore  a  bill  tot  that  potpose,  if  swh  - 
a  proportion  were  pendiagv  But,  sir,  as  this  quae- 
Hon  has  been  Slladed  to,  knd  I  differ  froa  many  ef 
those  with  whom  I  acted  in  the  laie  Praidinitial ' 
eleetioa,  in  relation  to  the  wttAwtiaa^tafmA  e>- 
pedteaeyofsoitaia  iaitiMtfoi^  I  fM  it  4as  t« 
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them,  to  myself,  aod  to  the  connlrr,  to  stAte,  di*- 
tlnetly  ind  uaeqaivoeally,  that  I  am  opposed  to 
such  mn  iosiiiation  ia  ujr  torm  or  in  aa;  ihape.  I 
do  not  believe  that  the  Consiitntion  aathorixes  it,  or 
that  the  tme  or  substantial  interest  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people  reqaiies  it.  When  I  examine 
flw  Ooostitntion,  end  And  it  utterly  deetitate  of  a 
■ingle  word  or  sentiment  which  aathorizes  the  esta* 
blisbment  of  a  corporation  of  any  sort  or  deaerip' 
tion^— and  when  I  remember  that  the  framers  of  the 
Oonstimtion,  those  sages  and  patriots  of  the  ever 
memorable  period  of  the  RevolniioB,  refosed  toim- 
put  to  thia  Government  the  power  to  create  a  eor- 
poiatiOB  of  any  sort  or  description,  I  feel  well  sa- 
tidied  of  the  dangers  which  they  b<lieved  would 
grow  out  of  tueh  a  power,  and  do  not  feel  willing 
to  resort  to  some  fai-fetched  inference  or  dednetion 
frdm  the  delegated  powers  of  the  Constitntion  to 
snpply  that  which  was  promptly  denied  it.  Nor, 
sir,  am  I  willing  to  amend  the  Constitntion  by  jndi> 
eial  decision  or  legislative  interpolation,  llere  is 
bnt  one  way  t«  amend  the  Constitntion,  according 
to  the  Constitntion  itself,  and  that  is  iIm  only  way 
by  which  I  will  consent  to  its  amendment.  I  am 
not  willing  to  see  tjiis.  eoantry  cursed  with  a  Con- 
stitntion of  unstable  Congressional  enactments  and 
Judicial  decisions.  When  that  is  the  case,  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  Slates  is  broken  down,  and  the 
UbertMS  of  the  people  trampled  under  foot  I  take 
the  Constitntion  itself  as  the  riiield  of  the  Slates  and 
the  palladinm  of  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and 
view  with  the  utmost  alarm  and  apprehension  any, 
ibe  slightest,  infiraetion  of  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  as  bitterly  as  I  opposed  the  Snb- 
Treasniy  law,  as  determined  as  I  am  on  its  repeal, 
I  am  not  a«w,  and  never  was,  more  opposed  to  it 
than  I  am  to  ibe  incorporation  of  a  National  Bank 

such  a  one,  pariienlarly,  as  has  been  indicated. 
I  canitot  distingnish,  in  effect,  between  an  over- 
whelming and  dangerous  pecuniary  inflnenee  in 
the  hands  of  the  Bxecntive  of  this  Ooverament, 
wbeihsr  it  be  directly  and  openly  conferred  by  a 
Snb-Treasnry  law,  or  indirectly  under  the  mask  of 
a  chartered  corporation.  Such  an  inttitnlion,  whe- 
ther ia  the  bands  of  a  free  or  a  despotic  Govern- 
ment, woald  no  doubt  add  much  to  the  success  of 
Ibe  peenniiy7  operations  of  the  trading  commnnity; 
bat,  for  this  benefit  to  the  trading  community  alone, 
we  let  into  the  gates  of  the  citadel  of  liberty  a 
most  insidioiis  and  dangerous  enemy.  If  gentle- 
men dwnld  succeed  in  their  views  and  establish 
snch  an  institation,  I  pray  Heaven  that  it  may  not 
be  lo  the  free  institations  of  this  conntry  what  the 
faUcd  wooden  horse  of  the  Greeks  was  to  the  un- 
happy Trojans.  From  these  reinatks,  my  friends 
wiU  readily  perceive  that  tliere  is  no  aspect  which 
this  qnestioa  can  assume  that  can  command  my 
bamble  lopport. 

These,  llr.  Chairauui,  aie  my  opinions  in  refe- 
leaee  to  these  questions.  They  ifere  early  imbibed, 
and  are  too  deeply  rooted  to  be  shaken  or  changed. 
The  party  with  which  I  acted  in  the  late  Presiden- 
tial election  ss  well  knew  my  opinions  on  these 
subjects  as  I  did  many  of  theirs,  and  liad  no  more 
reason  to  ezpeet,  and  I  am  sare  did  no  more  expect, 
that  I  woald  abandon  them  than  I  bad  to  expect 
they  wooM  abandon  theirs.  If  I  bad  changed  my 
coarse  to  suit  the  shifting  current  of  events,  they 
oroald  have  despised  and  eoniemned  me.  It  was 
not  beeaase  I  had  andergone  any  change  of  opi- 
BioB  «a  tbrss  sabjccis  that  I  opposed  the  re-«leetioa 
of  Martin  Van  Barea.  I  opposed  him  for  other 
and  higher  eensUerations,  both  moral  aad  political, 
striking  at  the  foundation  of  all  freedom  aad  all 
fkce  iastitotipos— canses  for  which  I  woald  oppose, 
sod  old  in  oTortbrowing,  any  Administration. 

The  ftoadoB  of  opinion  is  the  greatest  birthright 
of  an  American  citisen,  and  the  shie'd  of  an  Ame- 
rieaa  lepresentaiivc.  I  refosed  to  yield  it  to  the  de- 
mands of  the  party  wiih  which  I  formeriy  acted, 
aad  will,  if  ever  demanded,  rtfose  to  yield  it  to  any 
party.  Tbas,  Mr.  Cbairmaa,  yoa  have  my  views 
on  ihsse  inponaat  aad  inieresting  questions;  snch 
as  they  arc,  they  are  honestly  entertained;  and  will  he 
flrady  maintained.  Bat,  sir,  why  sfaonld  we  be  wast- 
ing oar  tiMe  ia  these  idle  diioasnons  upon  mere 
party  qoestioBS,  whan  there  is  in  the  distance  dan- 
ger of  •  meet  neoMeiag  and  fonaidabls  character  I 
wioehwesiMaUbepfepaiingtoneetl    Aawa*in>M 


timated  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Srxpabo,]  the  ambitioas  designs  of  Great 
Britain  were  never  more  clearly  developed  than 
at  this  time.  She  governs  Asia,  controls  Africa, 
dictates  to  Borope,  and  is  planting  her  influence 
and  her  military  posts  all  over  the  American  Con- 
tinent. Tlie  world  is  scarcely  sufBdent  for  her 
grasping  ambition.  Does  any  man,  who  is  familiar 
with  her  history,  suppose  thai  Great  Britain  will 
ever  yield  Ibe  disputed  territory  in  Maine  and  Ore- 
gon without  a  sirnggkt  If  he  does,  be  has  more 
confidence  in  her  justice  aikd  msgnanimiiy  that  I 
have.  Porstich  a  struggle,  Mr.  Chairman,  what 
is  our  preparation?  Our  navy  almost  dismantled 
and  disorganized — not  a  ship  in  a  suitable  condi- 
tion to  maintain  the  honor  of  onr  flag  npon  the 
high  seas.  Where  is  the  army,  and  what  is  its 
eonditioni  Bnt  little  better  than  that  of  the  navy 
—onr  whole  coast  almost  defenceless.  Wbile 
Great  Britain  is  making  active  and  basy  prepara- 
tions all  aronnd  us,  and  studding  her  Canada  fron- 
tiers with  fortifications,  we,  as  we  have  been  for 
the  last  eight  year*,  are  busily  engaged  in  Presi- 
dent-making and  party  manceuviiDg,  to  the  otter 
neglect  of  every  sort  of  appropriation.  Never  was 
the  conntry  in  a  more  unprotected  and  defeoeeless 
condition.  I  warn  yon,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the 
tide  of  war  is  fast  rolling  upon  us.  I  see  it  in  the 
distance,  and  it  rapidly  approaches — it  cannot  be 
averted  wilboat  dishonor  upion  onr  part.  Is  it  not 
time,  then,  that  American  statesmen  had  buried 
their  parly  fends,  and  all  harmoniously  combine  to 
make  a  soitable  and  adequate  provisions  for  the 
coming  emergency?  I,  for  one,  Mr.  Chsirmaa, 
feel  the  necessity,  and  am,  therefore,  prepared  to 
commence  the  work  of  preparation.  I  believe  in 
the  wisdom  of  that  maxim  of  the  Father  of  his 
oonntry— 

•«/«  fMCtfteptrtM  war.'" 
Tlese,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  the  remarks  which  I 
intended  to  make  on  this  subject.  In  making  them, 
it  has  been  far  from  my  intention  to  impugn  ibe 
motives  of  any  party,  or  to  give  offence  to  any. 
My  object  has  been  plainly  and  simply  to  express 
my  own  views  and  place  myself  fairly  before  the 
country. 


RESIGNATION  OF  MR.  WEBSTER. 

IN  senate; 

MoROAT,  February  33, 1841. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  the  follow- 
ins  letter  to  the  Senate: 
■Hon.  R.  M.  Joanon,  Vice  PraridaDtCnilcJ  Siataa.   , 

■^is:  It  i*  (he  object  of  Ihii  letter  lo  make  known  to  the  Be- 
mue  tlie  reeUoeiion  of  107  eeu  •■  ooe  of  ibe  Senaum  from 
Hueactiueeile,  baTiDgklreadr  informed  the  Exeeutire  of  that 
State  that  fhrni  thia  dar  my  place  would  be  racanL 

"In  retiring  ftom  antnation  in  whielt  ao  conaldeiable  a  pan 
of  m/  life  hai  been  paaaed,  I  hope  1  may  be  permitted  to  ex- 
piaaa  my  high  reepect  for  the  body  of  which  I  hare  been  a 
member,  llie  intereat  I  aball  erer  feel  in  the  preeerration  of  iu 
cbaraeler  and  dignity,  and  my  cordial  wlahea  for  the  health  and 
happlneaa  of  all  thoee  with  whom  I  hare  bean  anoclaled. 
"With  much  penonal  regard, 

"I  hara  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  aarrant, 
D.  WEBSTER." 

The  letter  having  been  read,  Mr.  CtrrnntaT  and 
Bdr.  Wbioht  rose  simultaneously,  but,  the  Cnaia 
recognising  Mr.  CoTHnaaT,  Mr.  Waiaar  yielded  Ihe 
floor  to 

Mr.  COTHBBRT,  who  exi^essed  his  regret  that 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  was  not  present,  as 
be  was  desirous  to  make  some  inquiries  from  that 
gentleman  as  to  doctrines  some  time  since  put 
forth  by  him,  in  which  the  people  of  the  Sonih  had 
a  deep  and  vital  interest,  and  in  relation  to  which 
it  had  been  said  the  Senator  had  andergone  some 
change  of  opinion.  If  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts could  explain  this  change  of  sentiment 
saiisfaetorily,  he  wonid  stand  better,  and  stronger, 
and  firmer  with  the  South  than  he  did  now.  Be  (Mr. 
CoTaBtRT)  had  been  noder  the  impression  that  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  would  have  been  here 
to-day  in  person,  and  be  had  hoped,  therefore,  that 
he  conid  have  made  bis  inqniries  in  this  chamber. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  wished  to  express,  as 
he  did  most  sincerely,  the  deep  regret  he  felt  that 
the  Senator  from  Georgia  should  have  seized  an 
occasion  when  his  (Mr.  Cur's)  honorable  friend 
was  absent  from  these  balls. 

Mr.  COraBERT  here  inierpooed,  and  protested 


against  the  Idea  that  he  had  seiasd  tha  cpportaaitf 
of  Mr.  WcasTxa^  absence  to  make  the  ! 
he  had  now  done,  or  that  it  should  for  a  i 
be  supposed  he  had  ever  shrank  from  ezpri 
any  opinion  he  held  in  the  presence  of  aay  i 
whom  it  might  concern.  The  document  oa  which 
his  remarks  were  founded,  and  in  regard  to  whiek 
he  was  desirons  of  iatertogatinK  the  Senator  fJraai 
Massachusetts,  had  been  ia  his  poaoesaion  last  ses- 
sion, bat  he  had  declined  at  that  time  to  use  it,  aad 
it  had  been  left  behind  him  in  the  district.  He 
had  directed  it  to  be  sent  to  him,  bat  thia  had  aot 
been  done;  he  had  since  need  every  effort  ia  Us 
power  lo  possess  himself  of  it,  and  hoped  sooa  to 
sncceed.  He  had  not  known  till  a  few  days  siaac 
that  it  was  Mr.  Wnsrut^  intention  to  Imvc  the 
Senate  before  the  expiration  of  the  aessioa.  Gb 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Senator  from  from  Kaa- 
inchy  would  release  him  from  the  impatatioa  of 
being  nnwilling  to  express  his  sentimeaia  ia  thai 
Senator's  presence.  It  was  impossible  be  ecald, 
in  this  matter,  be  iaflnenced  by  aay  party  conside- 
rations, because,  should  Ihe  Senator  be  able  satis- 
factorily to  explain,  the  effect  would  be  rather  to 
weaken  the  influence  of  the  party  to  which  he  be- 
longed. 

Mr.  CLAT  said  ilutt  it  was  far  from  his  inteatioa 
to  convey  the  idea  that  the  Senaior  from  Georgia 
feared  to  put  any  proper  queries  to  his  fnend  from 
Massacbuseiis,  or  had  seized  ihe  opportimity  of  hm 
absence  with  the  view  of  takisg  any  improper  ad- 
vantage of  that  circomstance;  still  he  could  not  bat 
express  his  profound  regret,  whatevct  ciieom- 
stances  might  have  caused  the  honorable  Seaatct 
to  choose  this  moment  for  introducing  the  remarks 
he  had  made,  that  he  had  not  chosen  a  more  saita- 
ble  occasion. 

Mr.  CDTHBERT  inqoired  whether  it  bad  not 
been  generally  understood  that  the  Senator  froa 
Massachntetis  was  to  be  in  his  place  to-day,  aad  to 
address  the  Senate  previously  to  making  ibe  lesig-. 
nation  of  his  sea t1 

Many  voices  cried  out,  "No;  there  has  bcca  ao 
such  understanding." 

Blr.  COTHBBRT.  There  certainly  has  besa 
on  this  side  of  ihe  Senate. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  coald  aot  answer  for  As  Sa- 
natorM  sonrces  of  inforatation.  That  it  was  Us 
friend's  inlention  lo  resign  bis  seat,  was  a  teet 
which  bad  for  some  time  been  generally  kaowa, 
and  had  been  stated  in  the  journals  <rf°tbe  day,  aad 
the  Senator  had  been  here  in  his  seat  till  I 
oickick.  He  must,  therefore,  repeat  the  i 
of  his  deep,  his  profound  regret  that,  at  a  i 
like  this,  when  every  member  of  the  body  coali  ant 
bnt  feel  the  great  void. which  bad  beea  created  by 
the  act  whiidh  had  jost  been  announced  to  the  Se- 
nate, from  the  absence  of  that  commaBding  elo- 
quence and  that  ansnrpassed  logic  whiek  had  beta 
so  long  and  so  often  exerted  in  support  of  the  rights 
and  best  interests  of  this  cotmtry;  in  the  ntidst  of 
this  feeling  of  general  regret — for  he  would  do  gea- 
tlemen  on  the  other  side  the  justice  to  believe  that, 
notwithstanding  political  differences  oC  senu'toear, 
the  feeling  was  fWly  participated  in  by  them — that 
at  such  a  momeat  ilw  Senator  firom  Geoigiashoald 
have  deemed  it  becoming,  and  a  saitaUe  oypor- 
tunity,  to  iatrodoce  the  subject  to  which  ha  had 
just  alhided.  The  day  when  one  of  the  aoUest 
specimens  of  American  eloquence,  one  of  lbs 
brightest  ornaments  of  these  halls,  oif  bis  eoaatiy. 
aad  our  of- common  natuie,  bad  retired  from  Us 
scat  in  Ibe  Senate,  perhaps  ftwever,  to  gssaas  a 
Etatisn  of  still  higher  importance,  and  of  stilt  wider* 
influence  over  Ihe  fntura  welfare  of  tU«  land,  was 
certainly  not  a  time  that  most  geaiicmea  wooU 
have  selected  for  ihe  purpose  of  interrogating  him 
as  to  any  sentiments  he  might  at  a  fonner  tiMS 
have  altered.  He  doubted  its  propriety  at  aay 
time.  The  interregatories  to  be  patbadnoeea- 
nectioa  with  any  subject  now  before  the  Seaaiei  wtd, 
the  practice  iiad  never  been  introdaocd  inio  oar 
American  halls  oi  Icgislatioa  Id  pal  iatcnogaiories 
to  Minhi«rs,  as  was  cnsttmary  ia  Eogiaad.  Bat 
if  the  Senator  firom  MaaaacfatMetts  had  reeeatly  ia- 
timated  any  change  of  epinioa  in  lefereaee  to  Ihe 
snbjeets  to  which  the  member  Cram  Georgia  al 
laded,  why  shonld  that  gentleman  doobt  bis  sia 
eerityl  On  what  snfajecthad  be  these  dpabttT  fib> 
sfuding  ia  bis  place,  ctxdd  be  a  wimn  ihr  hi 


t^eb.  IMl. 


APl>e^dC  TO  TttB  CONOR&SSIO^AL  GtOfilS- 


S2d 


S6th  Cons^^Shd  Sbss. 


Rengnation  of  Mr.  Webiter. 


Seaate. 


friend  from  Musaehawtis,  that,  from  his  first  ap> 
pMuranee  in  the  Senate  down  to  this  day  of  hb  tt- 
grettcd  icMgnation,  no  sentiment  had  trei  been  ad* 
▼aneed  by  him  which  was  not  perfectly  eatbolic, 
And  wbidi  did  not  regard  as  mneh  the  rights  of  the 
Soath  and  the  great  interests  of  the  West  as  those 
of  aaj  other  portion  of  the  Union:  on  the  contrary, 
he  had  ever  been  ready  alike  to  defend  and  main- 
lain,  in  the  most  determined  manner,  ihe  rights  of 
evetF  quarter  of  the  eonntry.  He  had  on  all  ooea- 
none  declared  it  as  his  sentiment,  that  the  Constl- 
tation  ofthe  United  Stales  conferred  upon  Congress 
no  power,  direetly  or  indirectly,  to  toudi  the  snb- 
Jeet  to  which  he  presamed  the  Senator  alloded, 
certainly  not  beyond  the  limits  of  the  District{aBd 
even  within  the  District,  alihongh  he  might  be  of 
opinion  tliat  the  mere  abstrMt  power  did  exist,  yet 
M  believed  as  strongly  ibat  it  would  be  inexpe- 
dient to  exercise  it.  On  what  sabjret,  (hen,  did  the 
Sonih  want  guarantees  as  to  his  course  in  a  higher 
and  more  extended  sphere  of  actionl  His  eleva- 
tion to  that  station  was  an  homage  richly  due  lo 
liim  for  tervioes  and  talents  nnresei vedly  devoted 
10  the  service  of  the  coiintry  for  twenty  or  twenty- 
Ave  years  past.  And  the  present  was  tbe  first  and 
only  proof  which  he  had  ever  received  of  the  dae 
catunaiion  of  those  cervices  by  the  ofi°er  of  any 
office  nnderth;  Federal  Gtovemmeni;  andbe  woald 
here  pnbticly  express  his  (all  and  entire  coviction 
that  there  was  no  subject  in  legarii  to  which  the 
Sonth  need  indulge  apprehension  inconsequence  of 
his  elevation. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  said  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentneky  liad  made  a  great  deal  out  of  his  brief 
address  to  the  Senate,  having  spoken  of  it  as  though 
he  had  pursued  a  course  which  was  a  sabject  of 
poignant  regret — as  if  he  had  been  gniliy  of  some 
gross  Tiotaiion  of  decorum — some  unpardonable 
outrage  en  public  feeling;  but  he  was  not  be  im- 
poaed  upon  by  any  sach  affectation. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  call  that  Senator  to  order;  he  can- 
not be  permitted  to  use  such  language  in  app'iea- 
lion  to  me. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  here  made  some  explanation, 
nnintelUgible  lo  the  reporter,  but  which  ended  with 
tlie  expression.  Well,  then,  we  now  understand 
each  other,  lite  Senator  says  that  his  friend  from 
Massachusetts  is  a  Senator  of  distinguished  abili- 
ties. I  acknowledge  it.  That  those  abilities  have 
long  and  often  been  exerted  here.  I  acknowledge 
it.  That  his  opinion  is  of  high  anthoriiy.  I  «c- 
knowle<^  it.  But  if  he  entertains  the  most  he- 
ledeal  and  abominable  opinion  in  relation  to  a 
subject  which  is  of  tbe  deepest  interest  to  a  large 
pMtion  of  this  country,  am  I  not  to  dare  to  demand 
frem  him  an  explanaiionl  That  I  mast  not  dare 
to  speak  of  a  subject  of  this  importance,  because  it 
does  not  comport  with  (he  Senator's  notions  of  de- 
ooram!  Can  any  man  listen  lo  this  with  patieneet 
That  the  rights  ofthe  whole  people  are  te  be  put  in 
Ihe  scales  with  the  Senator's  ideas  of  delicacy  and 
deeornml  I  laugh  at  it.  I  spam  at  it.  The  inte- 
rests of  my  constituents  shall  be  defended  by  me 
on  all  occasion*— by  Sod  they  shall.  The  gentle- 
man does  not  andcrstand  to  a  scruple  or  a  drachm 
the  heresies  which  have  been  maintained  by  bis 
fiiend;  not  always,  by  the  by,  his  friend,  if  I  rightly 
remember.  'The  laurels  of  (he  honorable  Senator 
from  Kentneky  were  won  by  his  gallant  support 
ot  tlM  late  war.  I(  was  the  glory  of  his  eloqaence, 
the  fire  and  splendor  of  his  genios,  which  inspired 
the  hearts  of  his  conntrymen  with  an  undying  de- 
termination to  resist  oppression-  For  that  h(  was 
honored  then— for  that  he  is  honored  now — and  for 
tlutt  he  ever  will  be  honored.  Where  his  friend 
stood  on  that  occasion,  I  need  nnt  lay.  But  what 
U  this  deslrine  put  forth  by  tbe  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  in  regard  to  which  J  wish  to  inter- 
rogate himi  It  it  proved  by  a  document  of  tbe 
very  highest  auihority.  I  regret  I  have  it  not  now 
to  produce,  but  I  >hall  have  it,  and  will  prodnoe  -  it. 
He  there  axseris  it  as  indisputable  (hat  Congreas 
Buy  pan  laws  to  prevent  the  transfer  of  slaves 
from  one  Siate  or  Territory  to  another ! 

Mr.  PRBSTOcV  wa?  understood  to  say  that, 
without  recugnising  the  right  of  any  Senator  to  in- 
terrogate him  aa  to  the  sentimems  of  an  absent 
firiead,  and  diselaimtog  any  intention  to  make  an 
aasww  for  os«  so  abnndaoily  eapa^  of  answer- 


ing for  himself,  as  was  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Massaehusetus,  he  would  say  that  the  circumstance 
which  he  understood  to  be  alluded  to  by  tbe  Sena- 
tor frem  Qeotgia  wu  one  in  which  he  had  himself 
had  some  .participation.  He  had  been  present  at 
(he  tisie  when  that  honorable  Senator  made  the 
declarations  having  relation  to  the  interests  of  the 
South,  of  which  tbe  Senator  from  Qeorgia  com- 
phtined,  and  (hose  declarations  were,  to  his  (Mr. 
Pbbston's)  mind,  satisfactory.  The  doctrines  then 
advanced  were  such  as  he,  as  a  Soathi'm  man, 
felt  authorized  to  sanction,  to  approve,  and,  in  some 
sort,  (o  endorse.  He  did  approve,  and  did  endorse 
them.  The  explanations  ot  the  Sena(or  from  Mas- 
sachusetts were  made  at  Alexandria,  in  tbe  presence 
of  many  thousands  of  Suathern  gentlemen,  and 
they  were  entirely  satisfied.  His  opinions  were 
(here  avowed  openly,  and  be  told  (he  assembly  that 
(bey  should  hear  of  them  again;  and  those  very 
same  sentiments,  tpsuthnit  vtrbit,  were  echoed 
among  the  mountains  of  New  Hampshire,  were  re- 
verberated along  the  indented  shores  of  Massacha- 
setis,  were  proclaimed  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson, 
and  again  put  forth  in  the  clearest  and  most  de- 
cisive Ungnage  from  the  Capitol  at  Richmond.  As 
a  patriot  and  a  Southern  man,  be  (Mr.  Prbstoh) 
had  heard  them  with  great  pleasure.  Whether 
they  were  (he  result  of  any  change  in  sentiment — 
whether  they  were  the  product  of  any  new  light, 
be  neither  asked  nor  cared,  but  hailed  th<-m  wiih 
delight  as  proceedisg  from  such  a  man.  Whether 
new  or  old,  if  thry  were  Mr.  Wbbstbb's  sentiments 
now,  as  he  coald  not  doubt  they  were,  he  was  sure 
the  Sena(or  from  Gteorgia  must  rejoice  with  him, 
both  that  ihey  were  entertained  and  had  been  thus 
expressed. 

Mr.  RIVES  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  i(  at 
the  earnest  request  rf 

itMr,  CUTHBERT,  who  said  that  he  had  charged 
these  heresies,  of  which  he  complained,  openly  on 
(bis  floor,  upon  (he  Senator  from  Massachnsetts 
some  years  ago,  when  tbe  position  of  that  gentle- 
man was  not  so  imponant  as  it  had  now  become,  and 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  at  that  time  joined  him 
in  pressiag  for  an  explanation  from  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  RIVBS  said  he  should  like  lo  know  what 
was  the  purpose  of  the  Senator  firom  Oeorgia  in 
(bos  pressing  (his  subject  of  inquiry?  What  was 
bis  oojecll 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  said  he  would  explain.  He 
then  repealed  the  declaration  that,  when  pressing 
the  charge  of  these  opinions  on  (be  Senator  from 
Massachnse[ts,  the  Senator  from  Virginia  bad 
uuited  with  him,  and  had  expressed  to  tbe  Sena(or 
from  Massachusetts  his  strong  disapprobation  of 
those  opinions. 

'  Mr.  RIVES  said  (hat  (he  gentleman  from  Oeor- 
gia  was  certainly  mistaken.'  He  had  a  perfect  re- 
collection of  the  leading  circumstances,  and  did  not 
join  the  gentlemi^n  ftom  Oeorgis,  on  that  occasion, 
in  charging  (he  Sena(or  from  Massachnsclts  with 
having  promulgated  (he  obnoxious  opinion  (bat  it 
was  competent  for  Congress  lo  prohibit  the  trans- 
portation of  slaves  from  one  Sate  to  another  for 
sale.  He  bad  had  no  information  on  ths  sabject. 
All  he  bad  heard  was  from  (he  gendeman  from 
Georgia  himself.  Ths(  Senator  had  asserted  (hat 
tbe  Etenaior  from  Massachusetts  had,  in  some  docn- 
men(  adop(ed  by  a  public  meeting  in  Boston,  ad- 
vanced such  sentiments,  and  this  was  all  (bat  he 
knew  aboBt  it.  When  that  gentleman  charged  (he 
fact  on  Mr.  Wxbstbr,  and  pressed  for  an  explana. 
(ion,  he  (Mr.  Rites)  had  been  anxions  to  bear  what 
reply,  would  be  made,  but  did  not  join  (he  Senator 
in  making  the  charge. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT.  I  did  not  allege  that  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  made  tbe  charge  on  bis  own 
knewledge.  but  I  say,  and  I  will  ever  repeat,  that 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  did,  with  earnestness 
and  with  great  ability,  press  that  charge  on  (he  S«- 
na(or  from  Massachusetts,  who,  in  his  reply,  avowed 
the  doctrine,  and  maintained  and  defended  it  on 
the  cunsiitntionai  power  of  Congress  to  reKulata 
commerce  between  the  Sia(es.  I  repeat,  thai  ihe 
Senator  from  Virginia  did  enter  into  that  debate, 
alihoogh  I  admit  (liai  be  obtained  (be  facts 
from  me. 

MTr  RIVES.    I  bad  risen  to  ptifom  an  set  of 


justice  to  the  Senator  from  Massachnsetts  and  to 
myself,  when  I  yielded  the  floor  to  the  genilemaa 
from  Georgia.  And  what  is  the  result  of  the  state- 
ment he  has  made?  Does  it  sustain  his  assertion 
that  I  pressed  ths  Senator  from  Massachnsetis  for 
an  answer  to  bis  inqniryt 

Mr.  CUTHBERT.  I  beg  the  Senator—T  beg 
(he  Sena(ur  to  do  me  justice.  What  I  said  was, 
that  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  did  press  on  tbe 
Senator  from  Massaebuseits  the  incorreetness  of 
those  opinions,  supposing  him  (o  entertain  them. 

Mr.  RIVES.  Then  the  whole  question,  as  be- 
tween the  Senator  from  Qeorgia  and  myself,  is  im- 
material. I  have  not  so  minute  a  reeolleetion  of 
all  the  circnmstances  as  (o  be  able  (o  recall  every 
individual  thing  which  passed;  but,  fortnuately  for 
IbeSenator  from  Qeorgia  and  myself,  we  did  not 
speak  to  empty  benches.  There  mnsi  have  been 
others  who  heard  and  who  remember  what  paued. 
I  recollect  having  participated  in  a  very  interesting 
debate,  to  which  Ihe  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
and  other  members  of  this  body  were  parties,  on 
difiT^rent  topics  connected  with  Sonthern  rights. 
On  this  occasion  I  remember  it  was  alleged  by  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  (bat  (be  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts had  advanced  the  doctrine  that  it  was 
competent  for  Congress  to  prohibit  the  transporta- 
tion of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another  for  sale, 
and  ihat  he  appealed  (o  him  (o  say  whether  he  bad 
or  not;  but  he  did  not  recollect  whe.ther  (he  Senator 
from  Massachnsetts  had  admi(ted  or  denied  having 
done  so. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT.    No,  no;  be  did  not  deny  it. 

Mr.  RI VES.  Let  not  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
involve  me  when  he  comes  forward  ta  make 
charges  against  a  gentleman  who  is  not  here  pre- 
sent (•  defend  himself;  bn(,  if  he  advances  a 
charge,  and  its  trnih  is  denied,  Uien  the  burden  of 
proof  certainly  lies  on  him. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT.  I  can  prove  it,  and  I  wiH. 

Mr.  R(VE3.  I  proies(  againn  (be  gentleman's 
drawing  me  in  to  support  Kis  accusation  in  a  mat- 
ter of  which  I  have  no  knowledge.  Now  do  I 
feel  it  to  be  due  to  (he  eminen(  public  man  who  has 
just  dissolved  his  connexion  wiih  this  body,  awl 
who  has  been  arraigned  for  his  opinions  by  the  Se- 
nator from  Georgia  in  a  manner  which,  to  say  the 
least,  is  rather  ill-timed  and  unprecedented,  to  state 
what  have  been  the  declarations  of  his  opinions, 
on  these  same  questions,  within  my  own  hearin;;, 
a(  a  very  recent  period.  With  that  di8(nigai8hed 
gentleman  I  have  diflfered,  and  still  differ,  on  some 
important  questions  of  public  poliey.  Bnt  these 
ditferences  have  never  prsvenied  me  from  feeling 
thai  his  presence  here  was  one  of  the  proudest  or< 
naments  of  thie  Hall,  and  that  his  withdrawal  from ' 
it  will  leave  an  intellectual  void  which  generations 
must  pass  away,  in  the  ordinary  coarse  of  Provi- 
dence to  men,  before  we  shall  see  it  filled  with  his 
like  again.  His  talents  and  his  repotaiion  are  the 
common  property  of  his  country,  and  for  one  I 
have  ever  looked  upon  (hem  with  pride  as  an 
Ameriean  citizen.  If  my  honorable  friend  from 
Georgia 

Mr.  CUTHBERT.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  drop 
the  expression  "Iriend." 

Mr.RIVBS.  Mostcheerfally,ifhesays80.  Ifihe 
Senator  from  Georgia,  then,  had  looked  ai  inqniii- 
tirely  into  ihe  evidence  of  the  opinions  of  the  Se- 
nator from  Massachnsetis  on  this  important  and 
delicate  topic,  which  has  been  given  to  the  world 
during  (he  last  (our  or  Ave  months,  as  he  seems  to 
have  done  into  those  supposed  to  have  been  utter- 
ed by  him  twenty-odd  years  ago  in  a  (own  meeting 
of  Boston,  he  would  have  seen  what  he  has  said 
under  citcumstanees  of  the  most  solemn  and  im- 
posing character.  At  the  city  of  Richmond,  in  the 
monib  of  October  la8(,  on  the  sacred  portico  of  the 
Capitol  of  Virginia,  before  an  assemblage  of  ten 
thontand  of  her  freemen — ^beneath  the  light  of  an 
October  snn — in  the  face  of  Heaven — he  declared^ 
in  the  most  solemn.manner,  under  ail  (lie  responsi- 
bilities of  his  character  and  bis  station,  (hat  it  was 
his  well-seiiled  and  unehanseable  opinion  that 
there  is  no  power,  direct  or  indirect,  in  Congress  or 
the  General  Government,  (o  in(erfere,  in  any  man- 
ner whatever,  in  tue  slightest  degree,  with  (he  sab- 
jtet  of  slavery  or  tbe  institutions  of  (he  South.  A 
declaration  so  broad,  so  oonpleie,  so  tmequivoeal, 
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ID  emphatic,  proceediog  from  such  a  maE,  in  soch 
a  presenoe,  could  not  bat  rnaks  a  profonnd  impres- 
sion. These  memorable  words  aie  on  record, 
^bey  were  taken  down  at  the  time,  and  they  have 
been  given  to  the  world  ander  the  revision  of  ihe 
Senator  from  Massachasetis  himself.  Here,  then, 
is  the  authentic  and  recorded  evidfnce  of  the  deli- 
berate and  final  opinions  of  that  distingni&hed  gen- 
tleman on  the  whole  of  this  dtlicate  subject;  and 
it  is  bat  an  act  of  common  justice  that  he  should 
be  tried  and  judged  by  them.  Let  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  prosecute  his  inquiries,  by  referring  to 
these  recent  and  aaiheniic  proofs  of  the  sentiments 
of  the  distinguished  citizen  of  Massachusetts;  and, 
if  they  should  fail  to  satisfy  him,  he  will  have  this 
farther  consolation,  that,  though  that  gentleman  is 
KBOTed  from  this  theatre  of  his  public  labors,  he 
will  not  be  beyond  the  reach  of  any  legitimate  in- 
qniries  in  that  higher  post  of  duty  and  responsibi- 
lity, bis  accession  to  which  has  been  bailed,  as  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Ci.it]  has  just  re- 
marked, by  the  general  voice  of  the  country.  He 
wiU'be  happy,  I  doubt  not,  to  answer  any  inquiries 
which  may  be  conveyed  to  bim,  in  eooiteous  and 
proper  terms,  from  an  anprejudieed  source.  My 
only  r^ret  is,  that  he  is  not  now  here  to  answer  the 
arraignment  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  face  to 
face. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT.  None  can  regret  it  more  than 
I;  no  man  regrets  it  one  ten-thoasandlh  part  as  much- 
I  tell  the  Senator  that  I  have  been  seeking  for  the 
doctiment  on  which  I  base  my  inquiry.  Does  ihe 
Senator  believe  me,  or  most  I  prove  it7  I  repeat 
the  assurance,  that  I  have  been  waiting  for  that 
doeament,  and  that  only.  Bat  I  am  not  sorry  for 
what  has  occurred.  It  pleases  me.  I  am  glad.  I 
am  glad  the  attention  of  the  country  has  been  fixed 
npon  the  fact;  it  cannot  now  escape  investigation. 
It  will  now  be  seen  what  has  bieen  said  of  my 
uoch-injured  State — a  State  I  love  with  burning 
affection.  I  bug  her  to  my  heart  in  proportion  as 
she  is  assailed  uid  assanlted  from  abroad. 

1  say,  (hen,  that  at  a  public  meeting  held  in  the 
city  of  Boston,  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  lor  a 
purpose  which  the  South  cannot  approve,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  bring  in  a  report.  The 
gentleman  from  Massacbusetis  was  chairman  of 
that  meeting;  and  one  of  the  resolutions  reported  by 
the  eommiiiee  was  in  nearly  the  very  words  uttered 
by  bim  on  this  floor.  I  would  have  called  on  him 
for  an  explanation  before  now,  but  I  wished  fifsl 
to  procore  the  document,  that  I  might  be  sure  I  was 
right.  It  shall  yet  be  produced;  and  I  say  again, 
that  lam  glad  the  eyes  of  the  country,  the  eyes 
of  the  whole  world,  have  been  turned  to  this  pro- 
ceeding, and  to  the  heretical  opinion  advanced  by 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts.  Two  or  three 
years  since,  that  Senator  carefully  investigated  the 
subject  of  slavery,  and  in  ibis  document  he  declares 
it  as  his  opiniLU  that  [Congress  has  the  consti- 
tntional  authority  to  prevent  the  iransporlalion  of 
slaves  from  one  State  to  another.  It  is  a  case 
made  out;  the  proof  shall  be  adduced,  and  it  is  of 
itself  sufficient  to  rxcite  the  suspicion  of  the  South. 
The  opinion  has  been  spread  abroad,  and  it  has 
every  where  been  quoted  on  his  authority. 

Now,  if  the  Senator  has  changed  his  opinion,  is 
be  not  bound  to  retract  this  expression  of  it?  If  be  has 
formerly  expretsei  an  opinion  which  b«  now  knows 
to  be  false  and  unsound;  if  be  knows,  at  the  same 
time,  that  that  opinion,  as  his,  basgained  currency, 
and  that  it  furnishes  the  very  form  in  which  the 
war  is  carried  on  .against  us,  and  if,  under  these 
eircumsiances,  he  refuses  to  do  justice  to  the  South, 
what  must  be  his  moral  structure?  The  opinion 
gains  authority  in  his  own  State,  and  it  is  promul- 
gated abroad  as  an  opinion  supported  by  his  autho- 
rity. If  he  knows  ibis,  and  does  not  contradict  it, 
he  reniffirms  it.  And  am  I  then  to  be  told  that  the 
certain  vague  and  general  expressions  used  by  bitn 
on  the  steps  of  the  Capitol  of  Virginia  avail  to  can- 
cel all  thibl  The  cancer  is  spreadiag,  it  approach. 
es  the  vital  parts,  the  patient  is  in  danger,  and 
then  we  are  told  that  .there  is  some  panacea  or 
qoaek  medicine  which  has  been  vended  for  the 
care  of  the  disease.  A  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina put  the  document  in  my  bands  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. I  thought  at  that  time  of  bringing  up  the 
Senator  before  the  people,  but  the  document  es- 


caped me,  and  I  have  sought  it  since,  with  the  ex- 
press intention  to  make  that  use  of  it.  I  say  that 
the  Senator  from  Massachasetis  has  set  up  doc- 
trines which  throw  open  all  the  South  to  her  ene- 
mies, which  leave  as  no  barrier  for  our  defence, 
and  with  nothing  to  prevent  the  sea  from  rushing 
in  to  overwhelm  us.  The  mischief  has  been  done: 
it  has  been  done  by  the  expression  of  that  opinion: 
it  must  be  retracted:  forgiveness  must  be  asked 
from  a  much  injiired  people:  there  must  be  repen- 
tance, add  not  only  repentance,  but  reform.  The 
Senator  must  not  profess  to  repent,  and  still  retain 
the  emoluments  of  sin.  He  must  not  retain  popu- 
larity at  the  North  for  one  opinion,  and  tell  the 
South  that  he  has  changed  it,  and  holds  another. 
I  say  again  that  I  rejoice  that  the  attention  of  the 
world  has  been  called  to  this  debate.  The  Senator 
has  been  pledged  by  his  friend  to  answer.  If  he 
shall  answer  and  retract  the  opinion,  then  his  au- 
thority, in  the  degree  in  which  it  will  now  prevail, 
and  that  is  but  a  poor  degree,  will  alone  tor  the 
mischief  he  has  done.  If  he  does  all  he  po.«ibly 
can  to. counteract  its  influence,  then  he  will  stand 
somewhat  better  before  our  people  than  be  now 
does;  but  if  he  shall  not — we  know  oar  entmie*. 


Monday,  March  1. 

Mr.  CUTHBKKT  ros»  and  said:  Last  week,  on 
the  resignation  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
some  remarks  were  made  by  him,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  pledged  himself  to  prove  certain  points 
by  a  document  which  he  would  produce.  The 
only  essential  points  to  which  be  alluded,  were 
these  two:  that  the  Senatar  froin  Massachusetts 
bad  expressed  and  advocated  this  doctrine  in  certain 
resolutions  in  a  memorial,  that  Congress  had  full 
power  to  piobibit  the  slave  trade  between  the 
States;  and  next,  that  many  years  after  the  expres- 
sion of  this  opinion,  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts, in  the  coarse  o(  its  action  on  the  subject  of 
slavery,  quoted  the  same  doctrines  formerly  ad- 
vanced by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  and 
had  maintained  them.  His  course  on  this  occasion 
was  simply  to  produce  the  document  which  he  had 
promised  to  produce,  and  leave  Ihe  thing  with  the 
Senate,  as  the  period  of  the  session,  and  the  state  of 
their  business,  would  prevent  him  from  desiring  that 
any  thing  more  .should  be  said. 

Mr.  PHELPS  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He  in- 
quired  what  business  there  was  before  the  Senate — 
at  present  there  was  nothing  before  them  for  the 
action  of  the  boose. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  hoptd  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont would  not  insist  upon  bis  point  of  order.  He 
(Mr.  CnTBBEaT)  stood  before  the  cooniry  pledged 
to  do  what  be  now  desired  to  do;  and  he  inquired 
whether  the  Senator  from  Vermoat  would  not  per- 
mit  him  to  put  himself  in  a  proper  position  before 
the  country} 

The  PRESIDENT  said  the  Chair  was  always 
disposed  to  extend  courtesy  and  liberality  to  Sena- 
ton',  when  it  was  desired  to  make  any  explanation, 
or  when  a  Senator  wished  on  any  subject  to  set 
himself  right,  as  in  the  present  case.  He  under- 
stood the  Senator  from  Georgia  to  appeal  to  the 
courtesy  of  the  Senate.  Perhaps,  according  to  strict 
rule,  the  Senator  had  no  right  to  enter  into  any  dis- 
cussion, unless  there  was  some  specific  question 
before  the  Senate;  but  it  was  the  courtesy  of  the 
Senate  that  was  now  appealed  to,  whether  he  should 
proceed  or  not;  and  it  had  been  usual  to  extend 
courtesy  in  such  cases. 

Mr.  KING  said  be  was  folly  aware  that  there 
was  no  rule  of  order  to  justify  this  discussion.  For 
his  part,  he  had  been  anxious  and  very  willing  that 
it  should  have  been  arrested  at  an  early  period;  but 
it  was  not  arrested.  In  the  conrse  of  that  discus- 
sion, his  honorable  friend  [Mr.  Cotbbert]  made 
certain  statements^— those  statements  were  ques- 
tioned— they  were  not  directly  denied,  but  they 
were  questioned;  and  bad  there  ever  been  aq  in- 
stance of  an  honorable  Senator — when  he  had 
made  statements  which  were  questioned  by  any 
Senator — not  being  permitted,  at  a  subsequent  day, 
to  come  forward  and  make  an  explanationt  lliete 
never  had  been  snob  na  instance.  Was  it  said 
there  was  no  rule  of  order  to  justify-  it?  Why,  did 
■they  not  allow  Senators  to  get  op  and  speak  by  the 
hoar,  who  concluded  with  a  motion?  and  had  those 


honorable  Senators  been  called  to  order  befoce  a*^ 
motion  was  before  the  Senate?  No:  for  they  sap- 
posed  that  a  proper  self-respect,  and  a  diK  legaid 
to  public  opinion,  would  prevent  Senaurs  peoaeed- 
ing  irregnlarly;  and  therefore  they  had  not  cheeltBd 
them  by  any  rale  of  order,  when  makiag  rxplaa*- 
tions.  They  enforced  roles .  to  faalilate  btnintna. 
but  when  a  Senator  wished  to  put  himeclf  right, 
was  he  to  be  checked?  The  Senator  froai  Qtnttsm, 
held  a  position,  then,  which  demanded  from  that 
body  that  he  shonid  be  permitted  to  explain. 

Mr.  PRESTON  hoped  ihe  point  of  order  ««iki 
be  withdrawn.  It  was  the  oiuform  piaetiee  «C  tht 
Senve  to  permit  a  Senator  to  nuke  an  explaaaliaa, 
when  it  was  thought  necessary.. 

The  PRESIDENT  said,  under  the  areamstikaees 
of  the  ease,  he  should  feel  booad  to  pot  the  qaes- 
tion  to  the  Senate,  "Shall  the  Senator  fnmi  Geotgia 
be  permitted  to  proceed?" 

Mr.  PHELPS  said,  perhaps  an  apology  was  dw 
ttom  him  to  the  Senate;  and  he  beggisd  to  say  to  the 
Senator  f  torn  Georgia  that  he  was  not  aware  that 
that  Senator  was  implicated  in  consequence  of  aay 
thing  which  had  been  said  on  a  former  oceaeiM. 
He  (Mr.  Philps)  could  only  say,  by  way  of  ^a- 
logy,  that  he  was  absent  from  the  Senate  on  that 
occasion  daring  part  of  the  diseussion;  he  caae  ift 
while  the  diseossioa  was  going  on,  and  be  fooad,  to 
bis  regret,  the  Senate  engaged  in  a  discn^aton  ia 
relation  to  the  ppinions  of  aa  honorable  Senator, 
which,  it  struck  bim,  was  entitely  irrdeTaai;  nor 
could  he  discover  now  bow  a  discoaaon  respeetiBg 
the  opinions  of  any  gentleman,  who  may  bare  bi«u 
honored  with  a  seat  here,  coald  be  tetoraat,  wtaa 
those  opinions  involved  nothing  for  the  adioa  of 
the  Senate.  When,  therefore,  he  foond  that  the 
discussion  was  to  be  renewed,  he  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty,  as  a  member  of  that  body,  to  interfere  and  to 
interrupt,  if  possible,  a  diseusnon  tending  to  no 
result.  With  respect  to  the  individiul  opinicas  of 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  if  they  were  af 
any  coiuequence  any  where,  it  was  out  of  doon; 
yet  if  he  had  supposed  that  tlie  honorable  Senator 
Ucm  Georgia  had  felt  that  he  was  impUeaied  ia 
consequence  of  any  thing  that  had  tranqnrid  there 
on  a  previous  day,  and  that  he  felt  it  neoessary  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  set  himself  right,  he  (Mr. 
Phslps)  would  not  have  interfered.  Having  said 
this  much,  be  might  be  permitted  to  add,  if  the  h»- 
norable  Senator  conceived  now  that  it  waa  ncess- 
sary  ftat  he  should  be  heard  on  this  floor,  he  (Mr. 
Pbblps)  would  most  cheerfotly  withdraw  his  point 
of  order;  but,  at  this  late  petiod  of  the  aessioa,  .it 
did  appear  to  htm  that  the  discussion  ahoaldbaQa*^ 
fined  to  some  reasonable  limits. 

Mr.  COTHBBRT  said  the  expression  laed  did 
not  convey  his  views:  be  did  not  fed  hinself  "im^ 
plicated;"  but,  in  the  presence  of  the  eonnlry,  he 
bad  made  certain  siatemtnts  which  had  been  qae- 
tioned;  he  Ih^n  promised  to  fhmish  the  proofr  on 
which  hisstaienaents  were  baked,  and  he  now  called 
npon  the  Senate,  as  a  matter  of  justice,  to  give 
him  the  opportunity  to  furnish  his  justifieaiion. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  appears  to  be  a  ge- 
neral acqniesoence.  The  Satatot  will  Iheiefore 
proceed. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  said  he  had  an  extract  fitw 
a  report  made  to  the  Liegi>tetnre  of  Mawaihu 
setts  by  a  committee  appointed  on  die  ttUffiei 
of  slavery.  This  was  the  paper  which  be  bad 
Slated  he  had  bad  in  his  hands  in  1838; 
the  paper  from  which  he  firnt  derived  Wi 
information  must  have  been  earlier,  since  this  de> 
bate  took  place  in  1837.  Whether  there  had  beoa 
two  reports,  or  whether  the  first  dooumcat  ww  not 
a  report  of  tbe  Legislature  of  Massaefaaaeits,  bat 
from  some  other  source,  he  eoald  not  any;  bat, 
passing  that  by,  be  begged  the  Senate  toUsteota 
the  reading  of  this  extract,  which  prored  Ihe  8eaa- 
tor  fromMasmchusetts,  who  had  lately  left  thisHall, 
to  have  been  first  named  on  a  oommitlee  to  prepart 
a  memorial  or  address  to  Congress,  to  prohibil  te 
slave  trade  between  the  States. 

Tbe  report  of  thc.^Massaidiosetts  Le^alUR^  of 
whit^  this  wa^  aa  extract,  w«nt  further  than  to 
place  the  Senator  from  Massachssetts  at  tha  I 
of  the  eomaiitle*,  for  it  cited  his  opintons  as  il 
of  an  "eminent  {wist  and  great  cosMintiaaalj 
ycr."   That  part  of  the  report,  however,  had  m( 
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beeo  copied  ioto  the  extntcL  Nov  there  might  be 
a  qoestion  whether  this  paper  was  or  was  not  an- 
theade;  to  this  he  cbald  sa/  he  bad  compared  it 
with  the  aemodal  pKiWiied  to  the  other  Hoorn, 
and  he  fooad  it  exactly  to  eortespond,  with  the  ez- 
eeption  of  one  word.  He  now  begged  that  the 
Cleric  might  be  tnffered  to  read  the  docoment. 

The  SMtetary  read  it  accordingly. 

It  purported  to  be  a  memorial,  drawn  up  by  a 
eommitiee  of  which  Mr.  Wbbstbr  was  a  member. 
The  memorial  ezprefsed  the  opinion  that  Congress 
bad  the  power  to  prohibit  the  slare  trade  between 
the  States. 

Mr.  PRESTON  reiBembered  well,  some  years 
ago,  soeh  sentiments  as  were  there  expressed  being 
attributed  to  the  di&tingaished  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachnsetts,  now  no  longer  a  Senator  from  that  Stale. 
Whether  properly  attrionted,  he  had  nothing  more 
to  rely  nnon  than  the  common  ramor  of  the  news- 
papers of  the  ootintry.  Bat  nKwe  reeentty  be  bad 
been  present  when  declarations  were  made  by  the 
gentleman  alladed  to,  which  had  his  hearty  apprn- 
batioa.  On  that  occasion  he  did  not  stop  to  inquire 
what  might  hare  been  the  opinions  of  that  distin- 
guished gentleman  on  a  iormer  occasion;  it  was 
snffioient  for  him  that  they  were  now  thus  and  thns, 
and  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  then  to  hear  that 
tboae  opinions  were  to  be  publicly  pronooneed. 
They  were  so  pronooneed  at  Alexandria,  ai;ain  in 
Virginia,  and  again  in  Vermont.  Those  declara- 
tions were  deliberately  made,  as  be  (Mr.  Preston) 
happened  to  know,  and  with  a  fall  sense  of  the 
solemnity  of  the  declaration  and  the  pled;;* ,  made 
for  the  first  time  in  the  presence  of  a  Soatbem 
eommnnity;  and  he,  (Mr.  Pbeston,)  as  a  Southern 
man,  should  hare  considered  himself  recreant  to  his 
doty  if  he  bad  not  hailed,  with  his  almost  approba- 
tion, declarations  from  so  high  a  quarter,  of  the 
correct  policy  of  this  conntry  affecting  ih«  interests 
of  the  Sonih.  He  (Mr.  Pbiston)  wa^  not  in  a 
position  to  regret  to  see  him  oome  over  to  Southern 
prfnoiples  and  Southera  interests,  and  he  heartily 
r^oiced  to  hear  so  powerful  a  voice  advoca'e  th; 
best  and  dearest  interests  of  their  country.  If  this 
were  a  change  of  opinion  in  the  distinguished 
Senator  from  Massachosetis,  it  strnclc  him  (Mr. 
PaBSTOK)  as  evidence  of  a  change  of  opinion  ia 
the  Northern  conntry  in  favor  of  the  Sooth,  and 
of  ground  to  hope  for  future  changes,  for,  for  a 
long  time  past,  most  nnconstitutional  doctrines  bad 
been  held  in  the  North  which  had  a  tendency  to  be 
fatal  to  the  United  Slates,  but  were  especially  dele- 
terious to  the  interests  of  the  South,  which  he  re- 
S resented;  and  therefore  he  hailed,  enthusiastically 
ailed  the  declaration  of  these  opmions  with  de- 
light. He  thooght  it  was  a  most  aospicions  event, 
and  he  was  glad  that  he  was  there  present  to  bring 
it  aboat.  It  may  have  beeh  a  change;  he  had  not 
inquired  whether  it  were  so  or  not,  but  he  bad 
marked  a  progressing  change  of  late  years. 
Why,  lea  years  ago  gentlemen  firom  the  South 
were  willing  to  get  np  and  move  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colnmbia; 
and  gentlemen  south  of  the  Potomac,  who,  he 
knew,  were  prepared  to  move  then  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  wonld  now  shrink  from  it  as  danger- 
ons  and  abhorrent  to  them.  Changes  were  going 
on  at  which  he  rejoiced.  He  especially  rejoiced  to 
hear  the  declarations  made  at  Alexandria  by  such 
a  man;  he  was  also  rejoiced  that  the  pledge  to  pro- 
claim the  opinions  then  expressed  elsewhere,  had 
been  redeemed.  He  then  read  an  extract  from 
Mr.  Wxasna'^  Richmond  speech,  to  show  the 
opinions  which  that  gentleman  now  entertained, 
Ukd  he  added  that  be  felt  confident  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  South  might  be  safely  entrusted  to 
bim.     

Mr.  CDTHBBRT  said,  after  what  had  been 
said  it  would  be  difficult  to  foive  bim  into  a  dis- 
cussion. There  was  nothing  which  had  been  ot- 
tered by  the  Senator  itom  Sonih  Carolina  which 
had  not  been  anticipated  by  him  in  his  remarks  to 
tha  Senate  !«st  week.  The  essence  of  those  re- 
marks was  perfectly  where  it  was;  the  remarks 
were  generalin  their  nature;  the  expressions  were 
strong  and  aVsolnte  expressions  of  a  specific  doc- 
trine; and  n  ot  only  was  it  true  that  such  specific 
doctrines  weae  maintained,  but  It  was  also  true  that 
tbay  'Weic  nmintaiaed  on  the  sanction  and  avihori- 


ty  of  the  Senator  from  Massachtisetts,  Now,  if 
that  Senator  had  infused  a  vitas  into  the  political 
veins,  it  should  be  followed  by  the  antidote  of  bis 
great  and  high  authority.  But  what  anibority 
that  man  ought  to  b«  entitled  to,  who  de- 
clared that  the  clause  of  the  Consiitntion 
giving  power  to  regulate  trade  might  be  used 
for  the  prohibition  of  trade,  he  (Mr.  Cdtbbcrt) 
could  not  understand.  What  would  be  said 
by  the  citizens  of  Massaebntetls  if  Congress,  under 
the  authority  to  regulate  trade,  should  prevent  them 
carrying  their  manufactures  to  North  Carolina,  or 
to  Virginia,  or  Qeorgial  Why,  it  would  meet 
with  their  strongest  expressions  of  pity.  Well, 
then,  if  the  opinions  of  this  same  "eminent  jurist, 
this  great  constitntional  lawyer,"  had  been  express- 
ed so  absurdly,  what  was  to  be  thought  ot  either 
his  head  or  his  hearti  If  the  defect  were  in  bis 
head,  what  became  of  all  those  great  eulogies 
which  they  had.bad  of  him,  and  of  all  that  lavisfa- 
ment  of  praise  which  they  had  beard  in  the  course 
of  the  last  week?  Ifin  bis  heart — were  they  feel- 
ings of  which  the  people  whom  ihe  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  represented,  could  approve?  But 
let  him  show  the  beoate  the  danger  of  trusting  in 
general  declarations.  At  the  time  of  this  debate, 
in  1837,  he  thooght  the  Senator  from  South  Caroli- 
na would  not  say  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
had  made  any  expression  of  that  change  of  opinion 
which  bad  since  been  made,  yet  at  that  time  be  ut- 
tered general  expressions  in  relation  to  the  power 
of  Congress  to  act  on  the  States,  as  strong  as  the 
Eoglikh  language  could  afford.  At  that  lime,  as 
reported  in  Gales  and  Seaton's  Register  of  Debates^ 

"Mr.  Webster  said  he  could  not  perceive  the 
cause  of  that  warmth  which  had  been  exhibited  by 
the  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rives,]  while  he 
was  so  strenuously  exhorting  other  gentlemen  to 
keep  cool.  ThAt  Senator  could  not  express  more 
strongly  the  want  of  power  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States  than 
Mr.  W.  had  often  and  always,  done.  The 
Senator  had  said,  however,  that  those  only  were 
interested  in  this  subject  who  were  suffering  in 
the  immediate  presence  of  the  evil.  This  Mr.  W. 
conld  not  but  consider  as  a  great  mistake.  Mr. 
W.  though  living  in  a  Northern  State,  and  a 
State  non-slaveholding,  felt  that  evil  too,  from 
the  train  of  consequences  which  it  inevitably  drew 
after  it.  He  bad  as  deep  an  interest  in  the  peacs 
and  the  preservation  of  the  Union  as  the  Senator 
from  Virginia." 

When  be  rose  it  was  simply  with  the  'lateation 
of  laying  the  document  before  the  Senate  which 
had  been  read,  and  he  had  no  desire  to  prolong  the 
discussion  respecting  the  opinions  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts:  all  personal  intercourse  be- 
tween him  and  that  gentleman  had  ceased  for 
years,  as  was  known  to  many;  fbr  the  coarse  of 
that  gentleman,  it  was  clear  to  his  mind,  was  hos- 
tile to  the  interests  of  the  Soath.  His  [Mr.  Wbb- 
stsr's]  great  ability  no  one  would  dispute,  but  his 
great  ability  gave  him  a  more  fatal  power  to  work 
mischief.  Great  talents  were  given  riom  on  high 
to  be  applied  to  Ihe  good  of  mankind.  Intellect  \ 
what  is  it  unless  connected  with  moral  qnaliiiest 
What  is  it  wilbont  sympathy  with  mankind,  with- 
ont  magnanimity,  without  a  deep  sense  of  what  ia 
due  to  the  people?  He  is  a  mere  monster  of  in- 
tellect who  does  not  join  to  it  moral  qualities. 
Whenc«,tben,did  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  derive 
bis  topics  of  praise?  Perhaps,  however,  this  was 
to  cease. 

Mr.  CLAY  hoped  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
would  go  on  if  he  had  aaytbing  to  say  respecting 
him,  (Mr.  Clat.) 

Mr.  CUTHBBRT.  Well,  then,  with  respect  to 
that  Senator,  it  was  well  known  that  more  than  one 
great  crisis  bad  taken  place  in  this  conntry.  The 
firit  great  crisis  was  the  war  with  Great  Britain; 
the  next  was  when  the  wh«le  cnnntry  was  agitated 
on  the  subject  of  the  tariff.  On  the  first  was  there 
any  aniiy  of  action  between  the  two  Senators?  [Mr. 
Clat  and  Mr.  Wxbstcr.]  And  on  the  second, 
when  it  was  compromise  or  civil  war,  were  they 
not  equally  oppo^?  Then  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts sternly  contended  for  no  compromise. 
Good  God !  at  this  crisis  of  my  country  thoa  didst 
carry  her  Ihrongh,  and  I  returaed  thee  my  bumble 


thanks.  The  third  great  crisis  was  this  matter  of 
Abolition,  Look  at  the  document  presented  this 
day  and  its  reprodaetion  by  the  Legislature  of 
Massachosetis,  and  at  the  whole  course  of  tlia 
Senator  from  Massachnsetti,  which  he  had  par- 
sued  ia  thia  Hall.  As  he  had  before  said,  God 
had  given  to  cenain  individuals  great  talents,  but 
for  them  he  would  demand  an  aecoant  bereaAer. 
Oh,  then,  my  God!  how  happy  wonld  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  have  been  if  be  bad  known 
bow  to  improve  them!  He  should  have  bad  firiH 
ness  enough  to  have  said.  Oh,  my  countrymen  yon 
have  been  misled!  Ob,  my  countrymea,  if  you 
ever  reposed  confidence  in  my  judgment  and  my 
(ounsel,  abstain  from  this  fatal  eourst! 

Mr.  CLAY  regielted  extremely  to  have  been 
called  out  in  the  manner  in  whieh  he  had  been  by 
the  Senator  who  had  just  resumed  bis  seat  He 
thought  with  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  that  this 
debate  was  wholly  irregular;  nor  was  there  any 
necessity  to  create  an  occasion  for  that  exhibition  of, 
proof  which  had  been  made  by  the  Senator,  froaa 
Georgia,  for  in  a  few  days  the  nomination  of  (he 
late  Senator  from  Macsachnsetts,  to  a  high  office, 
would  be  before  the  Senate,  and  then  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  might  have  presented  them  to  the 
Senate.  But  since  there  bad  been  an  indnlgenoe 
granted  by  the  presiding  officer  to  the  Senator  from^ 
Georgia,  and  as  he  bad  tbongbt  proper  to  allnde  to 
certain  differences  of  opinion  between  tbe  late 
Senator  from  Massachu^aits  and  himself,  (Mr. 
Clat)  he  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  Sena'e  while 
he  made  a  few  observations  in  r«ply.  No  enor 
could  be  greater  than  to  judge  of  human  nature  by 
a  single  qaality,  or  a  single  ophiion.  If  there  most 
be  a  coincidence  of  opinion,  both  abstract  and 
practical,  between  any  two  men  before  they  were 
brought  together — 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  made  some  observation  whieh 
was  not  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  CLAY.    I  will  not  be  internipled. 

Mr.  CUT  FI  BERT  again  attempted  to  be  beard. 

Mr.  CLAY  continued,  with  some  warmth.  I 
will  not,  I  cannot,  be  interrupted.  I  will  not  per- 
mit an  interraption.  The  practice  is  maeh  too 
common;  it  is  not  parliamentary;  it  is  too  much 
tolerated  in  another  place  in  this  Capitol,  and  I 
trust  it  will  not  be  coniinned  here.  He  then  re- 
sumed his  remarks,  and  observed  that  no  error 
conld  be  greater  than  to  select  a  single  opinion  of 
any  being,  whereby  to  judge  of  bis  whole  charac- 
ter or  of  bis  fitness  for  office.  But  what  was  tbe 
accnsation  brought  by  the  Senator  from  Gaolgial 
Whv,  there  was  a  provision  in  ihe  Consiitutioa  of 
th^Uaited  States,  that  Congress  shall  have  power 
te  regulate  commerce  witli  foreign  nations  and 
among  tbe  several  States,  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes.  There  was  anoiber,  which  provided  that 
there  should  bs  no  prohibition  of  the  importation 
of  certain  persons  therein  described,  prior  to  1808. 
It  appeared  that  both  had  remained  to  this  day 
unacted  opon,  except  that  relating  to  the  foreign 
slave  trade.  Now,  a  reference  was  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  to  the  opinions  of  the  Senator 
from  Massaebnsetts  in  connection  with  these  pro- 
visions. That  which  gives  power  to  regolate 
commerce  was  one  about  'which  there  was  a  great 
diversity  of  opinion.  His  (Mr.  Clat's)  opinion 
was,  and  be  had  recently  taken  occasion  to  expras 
i',  that  the  power  to  regulate  did  not  imply  probi- 
biiion,  but  the  removal  of  obstacles.  But  suppose 
it  was  a  ca5e  perfectly  clear,  in  which  the  Senator 
from  Massachnselts  was  wrong,  was  he  to  be 
judged  by  a  single  error  of  opinion?  With  whom, 
at  this  moment,  wat>  the  Senator  from  Gkorgia 
acting?  The  disiinguished  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Calboon.]  Did,  then,  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  hold  to  tbe  doctrine  of  nullifieatioB? 

Mr.  CUTHBERT.    No. 

Mr.  CLAY.  Did  tbe  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina and  ihe  Senator  from  Georgia  concur  on  all 
poinL>?  He  a^ked  tbe  pardon  of  tbe  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  for  thus  referring  to  him;  it  was 
with  no  desire  lo  be  p*r~oiial,  but  for  the  sake  of 
illastration.  He  again  asked  if  those  two  Senator* 
agreed  on  all  points,  whether  of  policy  or  pracliee? 
No:  they  were  to  take  human  character  by  the 
/«tt<  mumbh,  by  iis  whole  extent,  and  not  by  a  sin- 
gle feature.    Now,  to  pursue  this  idea:  (be  bonora* 
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ble  Senator  from  Oeorgia  reminded  him  ihat  on 
three  gieat  ocotsions,  aeeordiog  to  bis  [Mr.  Cotb- 
nar't]  opinion,  which  have  occnrred  in  tbe  history 
of  this  eoQDtrj,  tbe  Senator  from  Massachnsetts 
•nd  himself  (Mr.  Clit)  have  differed.  Well, 
what  were  theyt  Tlie  first  was  the  laie  war  with 
Great  Biitain,  and  it  was  very  trae  that  the  Senator 
from  Mas«acbDsetis  then  differed  from  him,  (Mr. 
Ciur.)  He  thoaght  (hat  Senator  was  then  wrong; 
he  (Mr.  Cut)  tbongfai  (he  interest,  the  honor,  and 
the  ebaracier  of  the  covniry  demanded  that  war. 
Tbe  Senator  from  Massachusetts  thoaght  other- 
wise; and  the  Senator  from  Geoigia  [Mr.  Citth- 
BUtr]  was  with  him,  (Mr.  Clay.)  Bnt  he  would 
tell  tbem  there  nas  another  war,  infinitely  more 
disastrous  to  the  country;  and  in  that  war  where 
atood  the  Senator  from  Oetrgia  and  his  gallant 
friend  from  Ma«- achnseits?  He  alluded  to  that 
domestic  war,  which  from  tne  inmost  recesses  of 
bis  soal  he  abhorred,  which  was  commenced  ander 
'  tbe  command  of  Andrew  Jackson,  against  the 
libwties  of  this  country.  Where  stood  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  then?  Why,  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia fought  against  him  (Mr.  Ohir)  and  his  friends 
until  tbe  country  stood  redeemed  fiom  the  dangers 
with  which  it  was  threatened.  And  where  was 
his  friend  from  Massachnsetts?  Why,  in  tbe 
midst  of  tbs  fijht,  battling  for  the  liberties  of  the 
pvple  until  tbe  cnnqiirst  was  acbifved.  Well, 
was  be  to  agree  with  tbe  Senator  from  Georgia  be- 
caose  that  Senator  agreed  with  him  respecting 
the  British  war,  raher  than  wiill  the  Senator  from 
MaMaehnsetts,  who  disagreed  with  him  (Mr. 
Cur)  aboat  that  forsign  war,  bat  was  with  him 
in  relation  to  the  domestic  contest  of  the  last 
twelve  jear»1 

But,  pgaiD,  they  were  reminded  of  the  case  of 
the  compromise,  and  they  were  told  that  tbe  Sena- 
tor from  Massacbasetis  was  witling  to  leave  the 
country  to  tbe  possibility  of  a  civil  war.  Bat  did 
that  Etenalor  siand  alone  on  that  occasiosi  Where 
were  tbe  Senators  from  Missouri  and  New  York! 
[Messrs.  Bbnton  and  Wbioht.]  Why^  they  dif- 
fered as  much  from  bim  (Mr.  Clat)  about  the 
adoption  of  the  compromise  as  tbe  Senator  from 
Massachnsetts  ever  did.  Did  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  find  it  oifficult  then  to  co-operate  with  the 
Senators  from  Missouri  and  New  Yorki  No;  he 
was  bean  and  glove— he  was  heart  and  hand  with 
tbem  in  all  their  measures.  Well,  the  third  crisis 
in  which  tbe  Senator  from  Georgia  said  he  (Mr. 
Clay)  and  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  differed 
was  about  Abolition.  He  could  only  repeat  here 
what  be  had  before  declared,  as  far  as  he  knew 
and  believed,  that  the  opinions  of  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  were  just  as  much  adverse  to  Aboli* 
tion  as  the  epinions  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
himself  were  adverse  to  Abolition.  That  there 
were  dangers  impending  over  this  Republic,  and 
would  continue  over  it,  they  must  disregard  all  the 
lessons  of  experience  and  of  history  if  tbey  did  not 
believe.  But  let  him  tell  tbem  what  was  the  great- 
est danger  uhicb  threatened  this  conmry  in  refer- 
eitee  to  the  delicate  subject  to  which  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  had  referred.  It  was  in  ul.raism. 
It  was  in  (be  nitraism  of  the  South  on  the-  one 
hand — of  a  tmall  portion  of  the  South  on  the  one 
hand,  and  tbe  nitraism  of  Abolition  on  the  other 
The  course  of  safeiy  lay  in  a  moderate,  firm,  reso- 
lute deiermination  to  maintain  the  rights  of  the 
South — ihe  just,  constitutional  rights  of  tbe  Sontb, 
in  their  fullest  extern,  against  all  attacks,  not  being 
led  off  into  an  extreme  by  attacks  on  the  one  hand, 
or  frightened  into  extremes  on  the  other.  He  had 
been  led  off  on  this  subject  farther  than  be  had  in- 
tended to  have  gone,  or  he  might  have  retsrred  to 
another  coincidence  of  opinion  of  the  Senatsi  from 
Georgia  and  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  and 
adifferenceof  those  Senators  from  him,  (Mr.  Clat.) 
He  might  be  mistaken,  but  he  believed  ihe  Senator 
from  Georgia  was  a  member  of  the  other  House  in 
1834,  at  the  passage  of  tbe  latiS  act;  and  where 
•looil  tbe  Senator  from  Massachnsetts  then)  Aciing 
by  the  side  ot  the  Senator  from  Gtorgia,  if  he  were 
there,  and  by  the  side  of  that  Senator's  fneiids,  if 
be  were  absent,  and  oppo-ed  to  him,  (Mr.  Cut  ) 
Why,  daring  the  long  course  of  Ibitteen  year;,  he 
bad  agreed  with  the  Uenaior  from  Massachusetts, 
ud  dmered  with  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts; 


during  the  same  period  he  had  also  agreed  with  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  and  differed  with  the  Sena- 
tor from  Georgia;  and  if  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
would  undertake  to  calculate  all  tbe  coincidences 
of  opinion  and  tbe  diff<-reaces  in  that  period,  be 
would  work  out  a  far  more  difficult  problem  than 
a  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Clit's)  in  tbe  other  House 
had  undertaken,  in  an  attempt  to  prove  that  Ver- 
mont, and  not  Kentucky,  was  entitled  to  the  honor 
of  "Ihe  Banner  Siaie." 

Mr.  CUTHBBRT  thoaght  it  hardly  necessary 
to  reply  to  the  Senator  from  Kentacky,  or  he 
should  be  drawn  to  give  importance  to  ibat  which 
was  not  entitled  to  so  much  consideration.  The 
honorable  Senator's  subsequent  remarks  were  in- 
audible at  the  Reporter'^  desk,  bnt  he  was  underr 
stood  to  charncierize  something  as  "audacious." 

Mr.  CLAY  rose  and  said:  I  wish  to  know  if  the 
Senator  applies  to  me}  If  he  does,  I  will  call  bim 
to  order. 

Mr.  COTHBERT  continued.  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  was  himself  in  the  habit  of  using  very 
provoking  language  to  others.  Now  let  them  con- 
sult nothing  but  tbe  public  good,  instead  of  con- 
sulting nothing  but  the  excitement  of  factions;  and 
when  the  Senator  from  Ktniuchy  learned  prop«r 
couttesies  towards  his  opponents,  he  should  meet 
With  nothing  bnt  courtesy  from  him,  (Mr.  Coth- 
BERT,)  and  not  till  then. 

Arter  some  further  remarks  by  Mr.  Cdthbbbt 
and  Mr.  Rivbs, 

Mr.  WALKER  spoke  at  some  length,  being 
drawn  into  the  debate  by  tbe  allusions  of  honorable 
Senators  to  the  Mississippi  case  then  pending  in  tbe 
Supreme  Court,  into  the  merits  of  which  be  entered 
wiih  some  minuteness. 

After  H  few  observations  from  Mes.«rs.  PRES- 
TON, CLAY.  CUrHBERT,  and  BUCHANAN, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  appealed  to  the  Senate  whether 
ibey  would  not  take  up  ihe  appropriation  bilU 
which  were  ready  to  be  passed;  for  that  purpose  he 
Would  suggest  that  the  Senate  should  take  a  recess, 
and  meet  again  at  5  o'clock. 

This  was  agreed  to;  «nd  the  Senate  then  adjonrt^- 
ed  until  5  o'clock. 


TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 
SPEECH  OF  MrT  VANDERPOEL, 

OP  NEW  YORK, 
I»  A*  Htu$e  of  ReprtMtntatitet,  Monday,  Fthnuny  I, 
1841.— In  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Trea- 
sury note  bill. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said,  he  did  not  propore 
to  take  a  part  in  the  discussion  of  the  bill  under 
considrraiion  from  any  apprehension  that  it  would 
notpa$8.  He  was  very  sure,  if  the  lime  should 
ever  come  when  we  could  get  a  vote  upon  ii,  it 
would  pass,  and  that,  too,  by  a  most  decided  ibajo- 
rity.  At  the  same  time,  it  seemed  to  be  regarded 
by  one  side  of  tbe  Hotise  as  furnishing  a  fit  occa- 
sion for  keeping  up  a  constant  fire,  upon  an  out- 
going Administration.  His  connection  with  the 
committee  that  reported  the  bill,  and  not  a  disposi- 
tion to  inflict  a  long  speech  on  this  commitlee,  tempt- 
ed him  to  invoke  enough  of  its  time  and  aiteniion 
to  enable  him  to  answer  tt  few  of  what  he  deemed 
the  unfounded  statpments  and  wild  spfcniations  of 
some  of  Ihe  gentlemen  who  bad  already  addressed 
the  committee. 

Complaints  loud  and  deep  bad  been  uttered 
against  ihe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  because  he 
had  not  given  seasonable  and  more  explicit  warn- 
ing in  his  annual  reports  of  his  intention  to  apply 
to  us  for  leave  to  i«ue  Treasury  notes.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  [Mr.  EvansJ  had  more  than  in- 
sinuated that  these  annual  repoiis  had  ssnally  pre- 
sented a  most  fair  and  flattering  state  of  thing),  since 
a  resort  lo  Treasury  notes  lor  relief  bad  been 
fashionable,  becaa^e  they  were  printed  by  thousands, 
cuUted  through  the  whole  of  this  extended  coun- 
try, and  read  by  every  inquiring  citizen;  and  that, 
after  the  session  was  well  advanced,  and  not  till 
then,  would  the  Secretary  intimaie  tbe  probability 

Iof  his  requiiiog  relief.  This  was  net  only  im- 
peaehins  ^''^  sciion,  but  tbe  motives',  if  not  the  ve- 
racity, of  the  Secretary;  and  Mr.  V.  thought  that 
common  justice  required  that  gentlemen  shotild  be 


well  convinced  that  such  allegations  were  Be» 
trovertibiy  founded  in  truth  before  tbejr  vcksrj 
to  make  them.  He  had,  last  year,  wboi  a  wake 
bill  wa«  under  csnsideration,  showed  tbe  iBjns 
of  a  similar  charge,  by  reading  a  few  pangn|b 
from  the  aniHiai  report  of  tbe  Secretary  cf  (k 
Treasury;  and  justice  to  that  faithful  officer  » 
quired  him  to  call  to  the  reooUectioa  of  the  hMs- 
rable  member,  who  had  now  buoublA  the  Seeretay 
of  this  sort  of  disingennousneas,  a  few  paai^ei  i 
the  Secretary's  annual  report. 

In  page  ten  of  the  document  to  which  be  U 
just  referred,  the  Secretary  uses  the  foUoviagiwi 
explicit  language: 

"liwiUbeotMarrad,  bownw,  that  thongh,  note  «ttw« 
thcM  trraagemsQli,  enough  might  b«  obtained  wiihin  Ik*  warn 
of  1341,  Tor  iha  ot>jecu  cuatemploted,  jet  a<x  a  duwaA 
ci«Dt  proponion  in  tbe  first  qnuters,  tmcaoo,  bj  dat  uai 
tUjthe.meiuurw  are  not  likeljr  logo  iniu  ftttl  •panoin^Mraait 
of  theantidinteil  Increase  to  happen  in  tha  actimt  notipm* 
duiK'3  under  existing  laws.  Ctmsually  heavy  expsna  ■.. 
alBj  fall  on  ttiat  quaner  in  tin  next  year,  la  eddiciM  »  •  t^ 
portion  of  moK  of  the  curreoi  ezpeioBa,  anddw  wbokif  te 
peiwioa  payments  for  tbe  first  tialf  of  iha  Tear,  and  oonkad 
ofaniillionor  more  for  all  the  annual  fishinc  txmaiiea  ikn 
will  tie  imposed  on  it  mostoTtfaecliargea  for  the  vaeisyssr 
canoecied  witb  theaesnoaof  Coogreas aadprirawbUs, asMl 
af  large  paymenis  forialciog  the  census,  and  for  it*  Snt  a^ 
stalmenlof  tlie  detii  of  tliis  diatrici;  sersial  of  ihem  saeKfr 
even  asthaflntday  olJanoary. 

"From  ibeaa  circumsiaocaa,  and  tlie  conaideialioD  Atf  it 
which  ladua  from  the  banin  may  notbe  Ifaanpaid,  aad  ibai  tat 
balance  In  the  Treasury,  under  ins  poHcy  adopiad  br  Ctxfttm 
of  tale  years  will,  of  necessity,  be  smail,  vkiM  die  taaamm 
and  inequatiiiea  are  reiy  great  between  tbe  rscaiptt  aad  ejptt 
dituresin  different  itorliunsoftiicyesT,  lo  irtifch  waarecaa- 
stantly  exposed  rrom  caases  tbai  hare,  on  foniMr  oecasms, 
been  explained  at  length,  it  most  be  oliTioas  tbat  eotire  aaf^y 
requires  a  condiiional  power  to  be  seaBoaably  coolenad  oo  tk» 
Executive  to  obtain,  at  any  lime  wiibia  IBll,  ■QC^t  eataidi^ 
means  as  may  be  needed  lor  a  few  montliB,  and  ai  may  tie  suB- 
cieni  to  enable  the  Treasury  pttnctually  to  Jiactmge,  dajiar 
that  year,  all  tbe  liabilities  Imposed  ttytJongraaa." 

Now  Mr.  V.  appealed  lo  those  genUemen  who 
had  been  so  ready  to  charge  the  Secretary  ot  tbe 
Tieasary  with  a  want  of  ctuidor,  whether  (hey  had 
sustained  the  charge.  He  lelU  yon,  in  language 
as  expl'cit  as  he  could  well  employ,  that  safety  r» 
quires  a  conditional  power  to  be  not  only  twafeired, 
but  "leuonatly''  ooaferred  on  the  Executive,  to 
obtain  such  subsidiary  means  as  may  be  safideil 
to  enable  the  Treasury  punettially  to  discharge  ail 
tbe  liabilities  imposed  upon  it  by  Gongres*.  Wktt 
more  emphatic  notification  do  yon  require  of  ha 
appreheiuied  wants — of  the  necessity  of  yonr  •■•• 
tontAU  interposition  to  secure  tbe  means  necessary 
to  discharge  with  punctuality  and  fidelity  tU 
the '  liabilities  of  the  Government  Oo  yna 
want  him  to  "kit  the  bird  in  Uu  eyt,"  m  the 
suggestion  of  a  remedy  1  lo  tell  yoa  in  so 
many  words,  that  he  will  want  Tnumg 
iMt$1  Now  he  has  not  said  enough  to  sail  yoi; 
but  had  he  told  you  that  "Treatury  nata"  weie  the 
proper  remedy,  be  would  have  said  entirely  tM 
much.  Then  would  we  have  seen  gentlonen.  bri^ 
tie  up,  ahd  repel  with  most  terrific  iadtgoauaa, 
such  an  impudent  specimen  of  Exeentive  dictauoo. 
Then  would  they  have  said,  and  with  modi  pro- 
priety, too,  that  it  was  enough  for  tbe  Seeretary  t» 
tell  us  that  the  diseaie  txUud,  and  that  it  was  the 
sole  province  of  «tir  wisdom  to  determioe  what  was 
the  appropriate  reiiwi(ii;  bnt  now,  it  siu'ted  their  pur- 
pose to  say  that  tbe  mere  annuneiaiion,  in  plait 
language,  of  the  wants  of.  the  Treasury,  was  not 
enough;  that  the  Secretary  ought  to  have  gone  oite 
step  farther,  and  told  us  what  was  the  suiuble  re 
vudy.  To  satisfy  gentlemen,  then,  seemed  to  "» 
out  of  Ihe  question.  If  the  Secretaiy  go  to  tlie 
very  verge  of  his  con^titational  dniy,  be  does  no' 
go  far  enough;  and  it  he  should  aiep  one  inch  ont 
it,  and  presume  to  entrench  upon  ma  high  jaero- 
gatives,  then  is  be  guilty  of  impertimeixx  asd  asu^ 
pation,  highly  derogatory  lo  our  rights  and  digitit;- 
It  had  been  said  that  tbe  friends  of  tbe  oagoinf 
Administration  seemed  actoatcd  by  a  nlggafdlf 
spirit  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  •nstaaaaee  vA 
support  which  they  proposed  to  measare  oat  to 
their  soc<:essors.  He  was  sure  oni  adrenaties  m 
us  injustice,  in  entertaining  this  snppositiao. 
We  know  too' well  the  men  who  are  soon  to  be  it 
tbe  ascendant;  how  hnn^ry  they  are;  how  impa- 
tient far  the  spoils,  to  have  it  in  out  hearts  to  au** 
sure  ont  to  them  a  atinied  allowance.  It  it  <"■' 
purpose,  before  we  deliver  the  assets  orer  to  otirsti^ 
cessors,  to  fill  the  crib  reasonably  full;  bat  whetbtt 
any  reasonable  portion  of  liberality  would  sodtf 
to  fill  1(  full  eooDgh  19  satirff  all  the  lean,  lu^i 
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lUDgry,  spoils-renouncing  patriots  who  intended  to 
altta  upon  public  bounty,  must  be  a  matter  of 
enbt  to  all,  who  see  how  exiraragant  are  the 
lopes,  and  how  namerous  the  army  which  is  rash- 
Bg  to  the  manger.  At  the  same  time  that  we 
boald  be  willing  to  make  the  incoming  Adminis- 
raiion  a  liberal  allowance  for  its  sustenance  and 
upport,  it  shoold  nnt  be  done  with  such  liberality 
IS  would  be  apt  to  conduce  to  extravagance  and 
irodigality.  When  young  men  come  into  the  pos- 
tssion  of  their  estates,  it  were  always  well  for 
hem  to  be  at  first  restricted  in  their  power  to  spend 
ind  (qaander.  The  fact  of  havin?,  all  at  once, 
00  much  money  under  their  control,  oftentimes 
eads  thrm  into  exiraTagances  and  vices,  from 
rhich  a  more  judicieus  and  rrslricted  allowance 
roald  save  them.  Mach  additional  weight  lo  ibe 
latural  force  of  this  latter  consideration  was  added 
ly  the  fact,  that  the  past  habits  and  well  known 
>rinciples  of  those  who  were  soon  to  assume  the 
idministration  of  the  Qovetnment,  afforded  no  very 
aiisfactoiy  pledge  that  public  economy  stood  Tery 
ligh  in  their  catalcgue  of  Virtues.  Is  not  this  evi- 
lent  froni  the  burden  of  the  song  of  the  cham- 
tieas  of  the  new  Administration,  who  have 
iddressed  the  commitiee;  from  ihe  vigorous 
ind  mo^t  nanataral  effort  they  have  made  to 
irove,  in  the  very  teeth  of  all  authentic  e«Menc«, 
hat  there  is  already  a  public  debt  of  many 
nlllioDs  of  dollars,  for  which  immediate  and  per- 
nanent  provision  should  be  madet  To  prove  this 
:eemed  to  be  the  primary  object  of  the  three  gentle- 
nen  Neckars  of  the  Honne,  [Messrs.  Babkahs, 
ixLL  and  Evins  ]  But  what  was  qnite  amusing 
0  him  wax,  to  behold  in  these  honorable  members 
uch  a  complete  harmony  of  purpose — such  an 
deniity  of  object,  and  at  the  same  time,  sach  a 
triking  di-crepancy  in  the  mode  and  means  of  at- 
lining  their  end.  His  honorable  colleague,  [Mr. 
Ubkabd]  who  seemed  rather  bolder  in  figures  and 
alculations  than  either  of  his  distinguished  coadju- 
}rs,  had  cyphered  up,  to  his  own  entire  apparent 
atlsfactioD,  a  debt  of  forty  millions  of  dollars ! 
%e  other  two  gentlemen  had  been  a  little  more 
lodest,  but  the  roads  they  travelled,  to  reach  the 
bject  for  which  they  started,  were  as  dissimilar  as 
rere  generally  the  ways  of  travellers  who,  in  the 
nlness  of  their  own  self  sufficiency,  chose  to  repu- 
IJaic  the  guides  and  landmarks  which  controlled 
be  direction  of  the  more  wise  and  docile.  Before 
he  three  gentlemen  started  upon  their  common 
royage  to  discover  and  fish  for  a  public 
lebt,  it  would  have  been  well  for  them 
0  have  compared  notes  and  br^ft,  agieed 
tpon  the  regions,  they  should  traverse,  and 
he  direcliqn  they  would  pursue  to  reach  a  com- 
non  deEtinalion.  Then,  perhaps,  would  not  fsiih 
n  the  existence  of  the  object  of  discovery  have 
>een  weakened,  as  it  had  been  on  this  occasion,  by 
liscordant  accoants  of  its  nature  and  character  on 
he  pan  of  the  learned  navigators  who  professed 
0  have  found  it.  He  would,  in  .another  part  of 
lis  remarks,  present  in  a  mora  striking  manner 
han  it  was  in  order  here  to  do,  Ihe  differences  of 
he  three  honorable  geailemen,  who  had  striven  so 
lard  on  this  occasion.  From  their  strained  and  most 
■nnatural  effort  to  invalidate  the  testimony  of  the 
Iscal  officer  of  your  Qovemment,  whose  duty  it 
vas  to  know  whether  the  nation  was  or  was  not 
sbarged  with  a  heavy  debt,  he  had  sometimes 
bought  that  they  might  feel  a  joy  at  the  discovery 
>f  a  debt,  proportioned  to  the  benefiis  to  which 
bey  supposed  it  might  lead  If  to,  it  was  not 
lurprising,  if  they  fell  an  anxiety  to  demonstrate 
ts  existence,  corresponding  with  their  high  estt- 
Date  of  i's  utility. 

Mr.  V.  said  be  was  !>ure  that  at  least  two 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him  in 
this  debate, .  [Mes<rs.  Barvahs  and  Etahs} 
were  the  advocates  of  a  National  Bank,  a 
li'gh  protective  tariff,  and  of  a  transfer  to  the 
States  of  that  portion  of  our  revenue  which  exists 
n  oar  rich  public  domain;  and  it  would  be  in  ae- 
M>rdance  with  a  most  familiar  law  of  our  nature,  if 
ipon  very  slight,  and  to  unprejudiced  minds,  unsa- 
isfasiory  evidence,  they  should  be  ready  to  adopt 
he  conclnsion,  that  the  nation  was  already  stag- 
iering  under  a  heavy  debt.  It  would  be  according 
« the  prindple,  that  oar  convictions  at*  too  apt  to, 


run  with  our  wishrs.  The  honorable  members 
welt  know,  if  they  know  any  thing,  thst  they  might 
create  as  many  National  Bank  charieis  as  ihey 
pleased,  and  they  could  never  get  the  sioiek  taken 
up  without  the  aid.  of  a  national  debt;  that  Con- 
gress must  not  only  create  the  mould,  the  charter 
for  a  bank,  but  must  also  furnish  the  means,  the 
metal  or  liquid  wherewith  to  fill  it.  A  bank,  with 
a  capital  of  between  fifty  and  seventy-five  millions 
of  dollars,  seemed  now  to  be  deemed  indispensable 
by  the  bank-adoring  party,  to  which  the  reins  of 
Government  were  toon  to  be  committed.  In  the 
absence  of  a  public  debt  and  Government  stock, 
where  are  you  going  to  get  the  means  of  filling  it  upl 
There isnot  enough  of  surplas  and  unemployed  capi- 
tal in  ibis  country,  for  so  gigantic  a  purpose;  and 
foreign  capitalists  have  had  too  recent  expe- 
rience of  the  sad  effects  ti{  their  connection 
wiih  "a  Bank  of  the  UtUted  Slata,"  to  be  willing 
again  to  commit  their  ftrlunes  lo  its  care  and 
keeping.  Our  repeated  suspensions  and  revul- 
sions were  not  very  well  calcnlatcd  to  inspire  con- 
fidence on  the  part  of  foreign  capitalists  in  Ameri- 
can investments.  Can  it  be  believed  that  they 
will  invest  in  the  stock  of  a  Bank  to  be  managed 
by  a  few  individuals,  over  whom  they  have  no  di- 
rect control,  and  who  may  be  entire  strangers  to 
them,  when  Ihey  can  purchase  your  good  six  per 
cent.  Slate  stocks  at  a  handsome  discounil  AVben 
all  this  was  so  palpable  lo  the  most  superficial  ob- 
server, it  would  not  be  wonderful  If  tlie  National 
Bank  portion  of  this  Houm  should  look  upon  a 
permanent  national  dtbt  with  sentiments  of  favor, 
knowing,  as  they  did,  that  iheir  pet  Mammoth 
Regulator  could  have  no  other  reliable  nursing 
mother. 

Bu',  sir,  there  are  other  objects  near  and  dear  to 
Ibe  hearts  of  the  parly  which  is  soon  to  be  in  the 
ascendant,  to  the  attainment  of  which,  the  imme- 
diate, actual,  or  seeming  existence  of  a  na- 
tional debt  was  indi.^pensable.  The  decree 
has  already  gone  forth,  from  a  quarter  which 
we  are  bound  to  regard  as  more  than  semi- 
official, that  an  extra  session  of  Congress  must 
be  called.  This  cannot  be  done,  with  any  thing 
like  grace,  without  the  necessity  of  providing  for 
some  pressing  financial  emergency.  The  danger  of 
war  not  being  imminent  enough  to  justify  a  call  of 
Congress,  some  other  pretence  must  be  fabricated; 
and  what  it  so  easy  as  to  question  the  ability  of  fo 
cumbrous  a  machine  as  the  Treasury  Department 
of  this  Government  to  meet  its  engagementsl  Col- 
lecting  and  disbursing  between  twenty  and  thirty 
milliins  of  dollars  per  year,  with  so  many  objects 
of  expenditure,  which  the  imagination  of  ultra 
banhites,  tariffites,  and  distribntionists,  can  increase 
and  increase,  in  proportion  to  thair  extravaeant  es- 
timate of  Ihe  requirements  of  "the  fublic  good  and 
gmerelv)ilfare,^Hl  would  not  be  extraordinary  if 
the  heated  fancy  of  gentlemen,  so  eag^r  to  con- 
vince themselves  and  others  that  all  is  not  well, 
should  discover,  to  Iheir  own  entire  saiif-faeiion, 
that  this  machine  is  out  of  gear.  The  three  erudite 
and  astnte.financiers  who  have  filed  their  ariic'es  of 
"impeachment"  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, no  doubt  imagine  that  they  have  de- 
monstrated this  fact,  and  thus  created  a  fair 
pretext  for  an  extra  session.  He,  Mr.  V.  had 
already  lived  long  enough  to  know,  that  when- 
ever a  party  movement  was  resolved  upon,  it  never 
failed  for  want  of  a  pretext.  There  was  much  of 
point  and  wisdom  in  the  familiar  saying,  that  the 
man  "who  wanted  to  kill  a  rabid  animnl  could  al- 
ways find  a  slick."  So  the  politicians  who  wanted  an 
extra  session  for  the  purpose  of  harrying  on  mea- 
saies  which  they  feared  would  lose  ground  in  the 
public  mind  from  postponement  and  discBssion, 
would  surely  not  fail  of  their  purpose  for  want  of 
a  reason;  and  it  would  be  strange,  indeed,  if  that 
reason  was  not  the  alleged  resntt  of  the  folly  or 
wickednessof  the  past  Administration — an  inability 
to  keep  the  wheels  of  Government  in  motion 
through  the  year  because  of  financial  embarrass- 
ments. Yonr  pretext  for  an  extra  session  is  an  im- 
poverished Treasury,  which  will  render  it  difficult 
to  get  through  the  year  without  additional  aid. 
This,  said  Mr.  Y.  was  the  pretended,  but  was  not 
the  (rM  moving  cause  of  an  extra  session  of  Con 
gteas.     The  party  so  lately|Tictorioas  were  too 


i'opaiient  to  wait  the  natural  course  of  time  for 
the  execution  of  these  measures  (of  abominations, 
a«  he  believed,)  which  they  Intended  to  fasten  upon 
the  country.  The  Independent  Treasury  law  mutt 
be  instantly  repealed,  because,  it  yon  give  it  anr- 
theryeai'ji  chance,  fairly  to  try  its  operation,  all 
yonr  predictions  as  to  its  disastrous  effects  will  be 
falsified;  the  public  lands  must  be  divided  among 
the  States  to  advance  the  interests  of  speculators  in 
Slate  stocks,  credit-system  bankrupts,  and  Eastern 
maaufaciurers,  British  capitalists,  and  some  other 
favored as$ociaiioor,  always  excepting  the  people 
at  Urge— the  working,  unaspiring,  quiet,  tax  pay. 
ine  portion  of  the  community;  outfits  must  be  pro. 
vided  f-:r  new  missions  abroad,  or  for  new  minis- 
ters to  be  appointed  instead  of  old  and  recalled 
OB^*,  as  a  rewa''d  for  partisan  s^^rvice,  and  as  a 
pledge  of  ihe»incerity  of  yourselves  and  your  chief 
in  fulminatlnz  snch  repeated  denunciations  against 
the  odious  "spoiU  iyntem;"  and  last,  though  not 
least,  a  huge  National  Bank  must  ba  chartered, 
to  complete  the  subjection  of  the  freeborn  people 
of  this  country  to  the  money  power  of  England 
and  America.  These  are  the  choice  b'essings,  the 
"measures  of  relief,"  you  now  contemplate,  and 
which  you  are  too  eager  to  usher  into  biping,  to  be 
wiHing  to  defer  their  consummation,  nntil  the  peri- 
odical meeting  of  the  National  Lagislatnre.  A 
special  session  of  Congress  must  be  convened  with 
a  view  to  these  gigantic  measures.  Why  not  deal 
candidly  with  us,  and  tell  us  that  these  constitute 
the  necessity  for  your  called  session  1  Why,  still 
farther,  persist  in  your  non-committal  and  hj^po- 
critical  game — professing  one  motive,  and  actuated 
by  another;  professing  one  object,  and  actoally 
aimiotr  at  another}  Why  preach  to  us  volumes 
about  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  for  the  coming 
year,  when  the  wants  of  the  Treasury,  real  or 
imaginary,  conslitttte  the  least  of  all  your  anx- 
ieties; when  your  true  object  is,  te  hurry 
through  measures  which  you  had  not  the  manliness 
to  avow  dnrinr  the  canvass  which  preceded  your 
triumph.  Mr.  V.  said  that,  were. he  nothing  but  a 
ptrijsan,  and  had  nothing  but  the  good  o/par/y  in 
view,  he  would  not  deplore  an  exura' session,  called, 
as  it  would  be,  if 'called  at  all,  for  the  purpotes 
which  be  had  already  indicated.  Let  the  trium- 
phant party  meet  here  during  the  scorching  months 
of  June  or  July,  before  the  exacerbat  on  of  feelini(s 
consequent  upon  recent  disappointment  had  sub- 
sided, and,  bis  word  for  it,  very  few  weeks  would 
exhibit  it  in  a  lijeht  which  its  very  few  disinterested 
friends  woul.l  Imye  cauw  to  d-pUne.  Distractions, 
divisions,  and  bfanboroioes  would  be  the  order  of 
the  day.  We  have  alre»dy  heard  the  lainbling 
•  echoes  which  precede  the  Etorui,  We  knew,  full 
well  knew,  that  Ihe  diicordnnt,  heterogeneous  ma- 
terials of  wlilch  this  party  was  composed,  fore- 
boded a  certain,  if  not  a  speedy  dissolution.  Wc 
knew  that  the  strict  const ruci ion ist  of  the  Sonib, 
and  the  ertfemB,  reckless  latiiudinariar.  of  the 
North,  could  noi  Icng  labor  toRthsr  ia  peace  in  the 
same  vineyard.  Tnough  cppi^site  eiemenU  may 
have  coaletced  for  a  lemiiorary  object,  we  knew 
IhattheAboliliiiinisiot'  the  North  aait  the  slaveholder 
of  Ihe  South  could  not  long  harmoniously  jog  on  to- 
gether in  the  same  pathway;  but  we  hardly  expected 
such  early  and  deciiive  demonstrations  as  we  have 
already  beheld.  We  were  quite  confident  that 
once  in  posseision  of  the  Government,  yon  could 
no  longer  play  a  General  Mum — mere  log  cabin 
and  hard  cider — game;  that  then  you  would  be 
obliged,  not  only  to  show,  but  lo  practice  your  prin- 
ciples; that  stripped  of  your  coon-skin  covering' 
your  jatring  and  incohesive  elements  would  stand 
out  in  their  original  and  most  por:entous  naked- 
nes'!;  and  that  soon,  very  soon  after  their  exposure 
to  a  cheated  and  a  humbugged  people,  it  would 
be  our  privilege,  upon  the  door  of  some  deserted 
log  cabin,  erected  peradventure  by  daitdies  and 
bank  bought  satelliie-:,  to  inscribe  yonr  epitaph  in 
something  like  the  following  sentiments:  "  Here 
stands  a  memento  of  bank,  hard  cider,  Whigery  of 
1840.  Having  triumphed  by  concealing  its  piiuei- 
pies,  it  expired  the  moment  necessity  led  lo  their 
avowal."  Yes,  depend  upon  it,  gentlemen, 
yours  is  not  to  be  the  privilege  of  resting  upon  a  bed 
of  roses,  extra  cession,  or  no  extra  session.  Your 
troubles  are  now  jual  commencing,  and  from 
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demoastniions  already  mad«,  as  well  as  from  ihe 
Tery  elemenial  principles  whieb  compose  yoo, 
it  is  manifest,  that  you  are  so  rotten  as  to  be 
scarcely  capable  of  preservation  till  inangoration 
day.  For  private  reasons,  be  (Mr.  V.)  bad  de- 
dined,  at  the  late  election,  being  a  candidate  again 
for  Congress.  He  was  snre  this  determination 
would,  at  least,  deprive  bim  of  ibe  oppononiiy  of 
here  witnessing  many  amosing  incidents — many 
new  and  now  unexpected  somersets.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisi]  bad  already  given 
his  party  fair  warning,  that  if  they  attempted  to 
push  tbroogb  someof  their  measures,  fidelity  to  which 
is  regarded  by  its  leading  members  as  the  criterion  of 
thetm*  faith,  they  would  find  him  "kicking  against 
the  pricks."  Yes,  before  the  termination  of  this 
jear  of  our  Lord,  18*1,  the  bng*  majority  which 
you  have  promised  yourselves  on  this  floor,  will 
manifest  loo  mncb  congeniality  with  the  gentleman 
from  Viiginia  not  to  render  it  unavailing  for  tbe 
great  purposes  to  which  yon  look  as  tbe  fr  jiis  of 
♦  your  victory.  The  Soufli  cannot  consent  to  fill  the 
Tacnum  ocoasioned  by  the  abstraction  of  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars  per  year  in  proceeds  of  public 
lands,  by  additional  duties  to  that  extent  upon 
nnports.  Your  party  rode  into  power  by 
false  and  deceptive  means;  and,  just  as  sore  as 
that  the  "wages  of  sin  is  death,"  so  sure  is  ii  doom- 
ed to  •  speedy  dissolution.  Our  oft  repeated  alle- 
gatioB,  thai  General  Harrison  did  not  make  known 
his  opinion?  or  bis  principles  during  ihe  great  can- 
trass  that  ureceded  his  election,  has  already  been 
more  than  verified  and  canfirmed  by  his  friends  in 
the  debate  upon  the  bill.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Wisb]  undertakes  to  declare  Ihe 
General's  opinions  upon  great  questions,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Jimipeb]  takes 
issue  with  him,  and  hazards  the  conjecture 
that  they  will  prove  to  be  the  exact  reverse. 
Now,  when  the  Oeneral's  most  enlightened 
friends,  and  late  most  enthusiastic  supporters, 
are  constantly  contending  in  this  way,  are  we 
not  justified  in  what  we  have  a  thousand  times 
asierted. 

Mr.  V.  said  it  was  lime  that  he  entered  upon  a 
more  detailed  review  of  tbe  efforts  of  gentlemen  to 
prove  the  existence  of  a  huge  national  debt.  It 
seemed  to  be  tbe  design  of  his  colleague  [Mr.  Bab- 
wird]  not  only  to  show  the  existence  of  a  balance, 
but  a  most  appalling  balance,  against  the  Treasury; 
and  that,  too,  against  tbe  positive  testimony  of  that 
fiscal  officer  «hosedutyit  was  to  know  Ihe  truth 
on  the  subject.  If  multitudinous  sialemenis  of 
"frabaie"  amounts— if  formidable  arrays  of  figures 
rung  through  a  vast  variety  of  changes  according  to 
tbe  fancy,  instead  of  thefaeis  of  gentlemen— if  • 
pretty  free  scope  to  the  imagination  in  so  cold  a 
matter  as  figures  be  a  legitimate  agent  in  tbe  at- 
tempt to  obtain  a  safe  result,  then  it  might  be  that 
bis  eoIUaaue  [Mr.  BAaNABo]  had  succeeded  in  his 
object.  But  if  figures  were  cold,  and  somewhat 
dangerous  realities  in  the  hands  of  gentlemen  of  a 
poetical  and  imaginative  temperament — if  the  esta- 
blishing ihe  groundlessness  or  unfairness  of  some 
of  the  principal  items  of  a  statement  were  suffi- 
cient to  impeach  the  unsoundness  of  tbe  whole 
statement,  than  would  he  (Mr.  V.)  be  able  most 
triumphantly  to  "impeadi"  the  accuracy  of  tbe 
great  "ta^taehtr'"  of  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury, 
[Mr.  Babmard.]  I  ask  my  colleague  to  stand  up 
and  take  wiih  me  a  cool,  practical,  and  business- 
like review  of  bis  sums  and  statements,  on  the 
ground  of  which  he  has  ventured  to  impeach  a 
faithful  officer  of  the  Government.  It  was  but  jur- 
tice  to  his  colleague  that  he  should  read  the  state- 
ment which  would  form  the  subject  of  some  of  bis 
eritldsms  and  remarks.  Tbe  followiiig  was  a  copy 
extracted  from  tbe  gentleman's  speech,  as  reported, 
evidently  by  himself: 

Slatemmtof  the  public  debt,  regarded  ut  ateertained  and 
Mrfoi'n,  esitHng  on  the  \u  January,  1341,  though  the 
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amuaU*  may  rut  be  exact. 
Tfaunr/ Bouaoauuniling     - 
Inlenat  whlcb  will  tuva  accnisd  on  tbem    - 
RtmalMof  old  fUDdsd  and  certificate  debt    - 
Oebuofihtcitleaiaibe  Diatrict  of  Colaoitila,  tc 

ramadby  the  Ooremmenl,  without  Iniereal 
Amounia  required  to  be  lofeeled  for  ladiana  and  Tn- 

illiH  liltiaa.  ac  Inaat   *  .  .  •  . 

Priadpa  maM  pnabl*  to  Indiana,  piobablj 
ABoaot  laroiiad  67  law  to  mtke  good  Uk)  deficit  in 

(ha  N*T7>aoaloo  Fund      ~       . 
AaauMw  to  Indiana,  (aap|Maa«  to  be  «<OI\OINk)pan 


•  l,6S000O 
310,000 
336,0(X) 

1,600,000 

2,660,000 
1,000^000 

1,^000 


payable  in  parpetoh;  and  part  for  tenna  of  nara; 
UMpan-ekMeorvateeorihawbolanotlaathan  ■ 


Making,  or  actual  debt,  it  ii  beliered,  not  li 
To  IDii  is  to  be  added  probable  amounia  of  indebt. 

edneas  and  tiabilitiea  growing  out  of  paat  tnuMac* 

tlona,aa  folio va: 

For  claims  growin?  out  oflndlan  aflliiri  and  rela- 
tione, allowed  and  which  will  be  allnwed  in  the 
Depaiioieais  or  bj  accounljoc  officers,  proba- 
bly -  •  -  -     .     .^000,000 

For  claims  growiag  out  of  the  Florida 
war,  Ac  and  which  muat  baallowed  by 
Coograas,  probably        -  •  .    3^000,000 

Due  from  the  Government  on  account  of 
trust  fonda,  other  than  Indian,  probably      500,000 

The  fourth  inaialment  under  the  dapoaiia 
act  of  IS36  claimed  by  UiaSutaa  -   0,000,000 

There  are  claims  of  American  citizena  for 
French  apoliationa  on  our  commerce 


6,000X100 
than    •16,615.000 


preriooato  I8U0,  quiu  likely  lo  be  al- 
lowed by  Congreaa,  to    - 


6,000,000 


■  19,600,000 


80  that  Uie  whole  amount  of  indebledoeas  arid  liabili- 
tiae,  on  account  of  paat  traiaactiona,  was,  on  the 


fpaat 
ll.pr 


1st  of  January,  1841,  probably  not  leas  than 


•36.015,000 


Preliminary  to  the  remarks  he  intended  to  sub- 
mit upon  >:ome  of  tbe  items  of  this  very  extraordi- 
nary statement,  it  was  proper  that  he  should  re- 
mark—First, that  he  (Mr.  V.)  was  willing  to  sup- 
ply the  coming  Administration  a  little  more  libe- 
rally than  was  proposed  by  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideiaiion.  He  was  willing  to  go  the  length  pro- 
posed by  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisx,] 
and  vote  so  to  amend  tbe  bill  as  to  enable  tbe  in- 
coming Admiaistralion  to  issue  fire  millions  of  dol- 
lars of  Treasury  notes  after  the  fourth  day  of 
March  next.  This,  in  tbe  estimation  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  and,  he  bad  almost  said,  to 
the  mind  of  every  reasonable  man,  must  seem  s 
great  abundance  to  carry  tbe  new  Administration 
tbrongb  tbe  year;  but  if  the  statements,  conjec- 
tures, and  "prchahU  amomUt,"  of  his  colleague 
were  to  form  the  measure  of  supply,  then  would 
the  sum  which  the  bill  proposed  to  furnish  be  in- 
deed inadequate.  A  further  remark  he  would  here 
mike.  In  order  to  show  the  insufficiency  of  the 
supplies  proposed  to  be  furnished  for  1841,  an  ac- 
count of  charges  on  ifae  Treasury,  that  are  not 
contained  in  tbe  estimates  of  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury,  it  was  not  enongh  to  show  that  a  debt 
existed  against  tbe  nation,  but  it  must  be  a  debt 
due,  pajioUe,  and  to  be  paid  u>i<Mn  the  year.  If  the 
principal  of  tbe  debt  (»mnot  be  paid  within  tbe 
year,  it  would  be  preposterous  to  burrow  moaey, 
either  in  the  form  of  issuing  Treasury  notes,  or  of 
a  more  permanent  loan  for  tbe  purpose  of  paying 
it.  Contenting  himself  with  these  introductory  re- 
matks,  he  would  now  proceed  to  tbe  examination 
he  had  proposed. 

It  would  be  observed  that  th«  items  of  his  state- 
ment were  under  two  headi:  tbe  one  denominated 
"ascertained  and  certain"  amounts,  amounting  lo 
$16,515,000;  the  other  were  more  modestly  desig- 
nated as  "probable  amounts  of  indebtedness  and 
liabilities  growing  out  of  past  transactions,"  and 
were  pat  down  at  ((19,500,000.  It  would,  he  fan- 
cied, require  but  little  time  and  attention  to  show 
that  the  honorable  member's  "ctrloiniici"  were 
just  as  nacertxin  as  his  more  modest  ''proioMii- 
tia."  One  item  of  bis  "certainties"  was  an  amount 
of  $1)500,000  for  tbe  debt  of  tbe  cities  of  tbe  Du- 
irict(>f  Culnmbia,  assumed  by  tbe  Government. 
Nowdid  the  gentleman  know,  or  if  knowing,  why 
withhold  the  information,  that  this  debt  is  payable 
in  instalments  of  only  sixty  thousand  dollars  per 
year,  and  tbe  interest]  Yen  could  not  pay  more 
if  you  would.  Had  the  honorable  member,  pre- 
paratory 10  this  discussion,  read  that  portioa  of  the 
report  of  that  Secretary,  whose  estimates  he  so  un- 
ceremoniously and  oracularly  impeached,  which 
stated  that  this  debt  was  to  be  paid  in  yearly  in- 
stalments of  $60,000  each;  or  if  be  bad  referred  to 
tbe  statute  book  ol  1836,  he  might  have  ascertain- 
ed the  true  state  of  this  indebtedness.  The  two 
succeeding  items,  in  an  argument  to  show  the  in- 
adequacy of  the  means  we  propose  to  furnish  for 
the  coming  year,  are  equally  extraordinary.  The 
first  is  "amounts  requited  to  be  invested  for  In- 
dians and  Indian  uibes,  at  least  $2,580,000." 
"Principal  sums,  payable  to  Indians,  probably 
$1,000,000."  If  the  gentleman  nndeistooa  the  na- 
ture and  character  of  this  indebtedness  to  the  In- 
dians, and  the  past  piaotiee  of  GoTenuaent  in  le. 


lation  thereto,  as  he  surely  mnst  have  done,  it  was 
singular  indeed  that  he  should  have  ventsied   10 
put  forth  tbe  whole  principal  of  the  aaoaat  r*. 
quired  to  be  invested  for  them,  as  a  efaaife  that 
wonid,  practically,  fall  upon  tbe  next  ye«r,or  evea 
the  next  Administration.    This  was   anoAer   ia- 
stance  of  the  manner  in  which  even  hononfale 
gentleman  would  strain  a  point  for  the  purpose  ef 
producing  a  result  desirable  to  themselves.    1^ 
(Mr.  B  )  mnst  surely  have  known  the  origia  and 
nature  of  this  indebtedness,  and  tbe  praeoee  of  the 
Government   respecting  it— a  praetiee   so  aeeot- 
dant   with  tbe  interest  and  wishes  of  the    bdiaai, 
for  as  this   item  is  ikot  drawn  from  die  reports  of 
the   Secretary  of  the   Treasury,   the    boatonbfe 
member,  from  the  same  source  tmta.  wtiiek  he 
learned;  ac  amount  requited  to  be  i  nreated  for  Ia> 
dians,  must  also  have  ascertained  tbe  post  praetwe 
of  the  Government  in  relation  10  thia  indebtedaea; 
and  be  would  submit  it  to  the  seose  of  candor  of 
the  committee,  whether  a  brief  aiatement  of  ihit 
praetiee  ought  not  to  have  accompanied  a  staiemeat 
of  the  sum.    The  Government,  by  certain  lieatieB, 
had  agreed  to  pay  and  invest  for  certain  Indian 
tribes  various  sums  of  money;  amotintittc  in  the 
aggregate,  as  was  now  said,  to  the  snm  of  f3,580,- 
QOO.    Tbese  sums  were  due  and  owing  10  the  In- 
dian^ for  lands  sold,  or  other  good  u^  Tnluable 
considerations  pasaing  from  tbe  Indiana  to  tbe  Go- 
vernment.   Gh>vernm(nl  bad  fartiier,  if  yon  please, 
stipulated  to  invest  these  sums  for  the  Indians;  and 
how  had  it  invested  tbemi     Why,  by  relnining 
them  in  its  own  hands,  rtcognising  itself  as  debtor 
for  the  amount,  and  paying  the  Iiidiatta  the  inutest 
of  the  principal' amounts  so  agreed  to  be  invested. 
This  had  been  its  practice  for  years;  one  which  dw 
Indians  preferred,  because  it  was  soggesiail  by  a 
regard  for  their  best  interest;  and  had  not  tk  pcae- 
tice  been  a  most  commendable  one,  he  was  very 
sure    it    would    not    have    been   passed    ovst 
in   silence   by   the  very    oensorions    gentlemen 
who  had  already  addressed  the  committee.    Better, 
far  better,  for  the  Indians,  to  retain  Iha  liability  of 
this  Guvemmen',  than  that  the  whole  principal 
amount  should  be  put  in  jeopardy  by  its  iave■^ 
ment  in  securities  and  stoclo,  now  so  genenlty  pn- 
carious.    Ask  the  distingunhed  gentleman  fro* 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  whether   the  iaterett 
of  the  intended  benefiaiaries  of  that  Soiiihsonian 
bequest,  foi  which  he  had  always  evinced  an  in- 
terest so  intense  an  J  laudable,  had  been  mneh  ad- 
vanced by  Ha  investment  in  Arkansas  stock;  and 
would  tbe  interest  of  the  creditor  Indians  iiava 
been  promoted,  if,  instead  of  retaining  the  noaey 
in  band,  and  paying  the  interest  panetnally,  Ch>- 
vemment  bad  invested  the  amounts  in  the  stock  of 
the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  or  in  the  stoda  of 
the  States  themselves— many  of  tbem  now  mom 
than  twenty-five  per  cent,  below  pail    Was  dbe 
comint;  Administration  10  change  this  lander,  this 
guardian  policy  towards  the  Indians,  and  at  onee 
execute  this  trust  (a  tkt  Utter,  contrary  to   the 
wishes  and  tbe  interest  of  tbe  Indiaarf     F^ini 
and  moderate  as  were   his   hopes   of  good  w 
be  achieved   by  that   Administrauoa,  he  eonid 
not  beliave    that   it   would,  in   this   partleiiUr, 
dare  lo   deviate  from   the    pobey  of  ila  prede- 
cessors.   Why,  then,  charge  the  whole  of  |S,580,- 
000  as  an   amount  due,  and   for  whieh  prov> 
aion  will  probably  have  to  be  madet  Beeaoae,  wiih 
the  casual  reader,  and  the  snperficinl  thinker,  it 
may  serve  as  an  additional  argument  in  favor  of  a 
called  session.    How  many,  think  yon,  of  those 
who  have  read  tbe  statements  of   the  geatlffa 
who  have  addressed  the  eommiitee,  have  deteeied, 
or  been  able  to  delect  their  fallacies.    They  have, 
in  all  probability,  prodaoed  the  effect  to  which 
they  were  designed;  for,  it  is  but  too  true  ttat  Bncr 
generally  travels  a  thousand  miles  while  Ttnth  ii 
putting  on  his  boots. 

As  to  the  other  item  of  "prindpal  sams  pajaUs 
to  Indians,  probably  $1,000,000,"  put  ftmh  wi* 
more  modesty,  (for,  though  under  die  bead  of  *W- 
tatMntd  and  eerUin"  liabilities,  it  is  staled  as  a 
mere  "pro&aUe"  sum,)  he  had  bnt  little  to  say.  He 
bad  not,  with  the  most  diligent  search,  and  after 
the  most  anxious  inquiry  in  qoarters  that  ooght  ts 
be  possessed  of  true  informaiioii,  been  ahte  to  tti 
tMj  foondatioB  for  Ibii  item.    The  wtiBwlw  (br 
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tedian  daiin^  as  {uweuleJ  to  qs  by  the  Secretary 
^of  tbs  Tnasnry,  for  the  eonuai;  year,  amenaied  to 
•boat  eight  handred  thoasaad  dollars.    This,  he 

'  had  beea  assnred,  would  be  safficieni  lo  answer  all 
the  parpoaes  for  the  year;  and  as  the  gentleman  had 
already  bean  shown  to  be  so  wide  of  ihe  mark  in 
relation  to  other  items,  he  would  place  his  own  ina- 
bility to  ascertain  any  legitimate  foondaiioa  for 
this  charge,  and  the  estimates  and  assurances  of 
the  Department  within  whose  province  the  subject 
legally  came,  against  the  assertion  of  his  eolleagne, 
Ibat  saoh  a  charge  "proietiy"  existed. 

Before  be  dismissed  the  consideration  of  this  list 
of  "aseertmned  and  tertam"  liabilities,  be  must  say 
a  few  words  upon  another  most  material  item — one 
i^oae  amouht  surely  entitled  it  to  notice.  He  al- 
luded to  the  sum  of  Are  millions  set  down  by  his 
ouUeagne  [Mr.  Barmaro]  as  the  "value"  of  annui- 
liw  to  Indiana,  payable  part  in  perpetuity,  and  pan 
lor  terms  of  years.  How  had  this  large  amount 
been  attained}  The  process  by  which  it  was  ar- 
rived at  was  a  most  eitraordinary  one,  and  well 
entitled  his  soUeagoe  to  the  distinction  of  being  a 
very  prodigy  in  cyphering  out  liabilities  agakst 
that  "wealthy  ol<l  gentleman,"  (the  Govemmeni) 
whom  he  so  felicitously  alluded  to  in  the  coarse  of 
his  speech.  The  Government  of  the  United  Stales 
«»8S  bound  by  freaty  stipulations  to  pay  certain 
anms  annually  as  anntiities  to  eertain  tribes  of  In- 
diaas.  It  had  not  atipalaied  to  pay  them  ultimate- 
ly any  large  sum  by  way  of  prineifal,  but  to  pay 
l^em  fixed  sums  yearly;  to  some  of  the  tribes  for 
atlpulated  terms  of  years,  and  to  others  in  perpe- 
tuity. The  amount  reqnired  to  -be  thus  annually 
paid  to  these  Indian  tribes  was  about 

More  than  this  under  patt  annuity  stipula- 
tions could  not  be  annually  charged  upon  the 
Treasury.  Bat  his  colleague,  being  a  little  of  a 
biwyer,  as  well  as  poet  and  arithmetician,  had  learn- 
ed, no  doubt,  that  there  was  such  a  thing  as  the 
Nortfaampten  table,  used  by  courts  of  equity  to 
aseertaia  the  valne  of  annuities;  and  by  way  of 
igoMsing  the  immediate  charges  upon  the  Trea- 
sury, he  sees  fit  to  apply  this  table  to  these  annuities 
in  order  to  ascertain  their  immediate  gross  market 
value;  thus  substituting  for  the  inqoiry,  what  will 
Ihe  Qorermnent  be  obliged,  for  foar  or  ten  years 
loeome,  to  pay  on  account  of  Indian  annuities, 
diatsoimelevantto  the  qnestion  now  before  us, 
'viiat  gross  sum  could  capitalists 'afford  to  pay 
immediately  to  the  Indians  for  their  inteiest 
in  these  annuities^  Now,  was  not  this  mode . 
«f  fabricating  formidable  "ascertained  and  cer- 
tain liabilities"  against  the  GK>vemment  strange, 
••passing  sffangel"  Follow  out  this  ptinci- 
ple  as  to  other  fixed  and  annual  charges,  in  the 
form  of  salaries,  on  the  Treasury,  in  favor  of 
•ffieers,  some  for  life,  and  others  for  terms  of  years. 
He  would  bring  his  colleague,  with  his  new  prmci- 
ple  in  its  nakedness,  before  the  mirror  which  he 
would  now  suspend,  and  see  whether  even  paternal 
affection  would  blind  him  to  the  weakness  and  de- 
formity of  his  bantliiig.  Your  judges  bold  their 
offices  for  life,  or  daring  good  behaviour,  which 
amounts,  practically,  to  a  life  tenare.  Wonld  it 
aet  be  just  as  proper  to  apply  to  the  salaries  of  all 
youi  Judges  the  same  rule  which  his  colleague  bad 
applied  to  the  Indian  annnities — to  ascertain  tbeir 

I  gross  and  immediate  valne,  aeeording  to  the  North- 
ampton table,  and  thus  swell  the  immediate  charges 
upon  the  Oovemmenil    He  was  very  sure  that  his 

I  «oUeagne  would  pronounce  such  a  process  of  as- 
oeitaining  the  extent  of  the  liabilities  of  the  Qo- 
veniment   "certain"  or   "prebaile,"  most  prepos- 

'        lerons— yes,  nearly  allied  to  madoe».    And  yet, 

I  «  far  the  life  of  him,  he  (Mr.  Y.)  could  not  see  why 
the  principle  was  not  as  applicable  in  the  one  case 
as  ia  the  other.    This  was  oaly  another  illnttration 

'        of  the  danger  of  starting  with  an  inflexible  deter- 

;  miaation  to  attain  a  fixed  retult,  without  being 
well  assured  that  the  means  at  command  would  le- 
,  giliinateiy  lead  to  it.  He  bad  too  much  respect  for 
Ihe  intellect  of  bis  oolleagnc,  not  to  believe  that,  if 
uitclondrd  by  politieal  bias,  it  would  have  avoided 
the  palpable  hisresies  into  whioh  it  had,  on  this  oc- 
oasisa,  permitted  itself  to  run. 

Another  item  put  forth  by  gentlemen  as  "aseer- 
toined  mad  certain,"  was  (1,300,000  "amount  re- 
^iiiie4bfteT<oiBabe  good  the  deficit  in  the  navy 


pension  fund."  He  did  not  see  how  this  could  be 
reearded  as  a  '^osUivt  and  eertain  charge"  on  the 
Treasury.  The  navy  pension  fund  had  been  ex- 
hausted under  the  former  legislation  of  Congress.  He 
did  not  know  that  there  was  any  positive  obligation 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  replace  it.  At 
all  events,  Congress  would,  rather  as  matter  of 
gratuity,  than  of  positive  obligation,  have  to  pro- 
vide by  law  fer  replacini;  this  fnnd,  before  it  could 
be  regarded  as  a  charge  on  the  Treasary.  It  was 
very  easy  to  swell  the  "probable"  wants  of  the 
Treasury  to  one  hundred  millions  of  dollari,  if 
soms  gentlemen  were  permitted  to  make  their  opi- 
nion of  what  Congress  ought  to  do,  the  basis  of 
"probable"  or  "certain"  charge*.  That  snish  opi- 
nions ofleatimes  contemplated  a  reckless  and  liiost 
prodigal  system  of  expenditure,  from  which  the 
economist  and  strict  constructionist  would  shrink 
back  appalled,  he  need  only  refer  to  the  peroration 
of  bis  colleaKue's  speech,  in  which  he  strung  lo- 
geib«!r  a  series  of  fond  hopes  as  lo  what  this  Admi- 
nistration would  do,  and  do,  too,"withtutaoy  cow- 
ardly apprehension  that  they  m^gfat  not  be  popular" 
His  colleague  seemed  to  have  no  idea  that  the  action 
of  the  representative  should  be  palsied  by  the  will 
of  his  constituent;  that  the  approbation  or  disap- 
probation of  the  people,  diouid  be  a  consideration, 
touch  to  be  heeded  in  the  discbaige  of  our  high 
duties  here. 

Mr.  V.  would  now  inquire  what  had  become  of 
this  formidable,  acconnt  of  "  oseerlatne:!  and  eir- 
tain  littbtiliri"  amounting  in  Ihe  agi;regate  to 
|16,515,OOOT  It  would  be  well  enough  now  to 
make  a  new  statement  of  it,  with  such  deductions 
as  tbs  views  he  had  submitted  called  for.  It  was 
curious  to  see  how  little  remained  of  it. 
"AmooniMt  forth  a*  "oetaaF'  and  "aacertained 

debt «t6,616,(X10 

Digduct  as  followa: 
"Debla  of  the  Dietrict  of  Colombia," 

direience  between  tlJSCO,«»  and 

•IEO,OOI\  wtiich  includea  the  aonn- 

at  instalmenta  of  S60,(IOO,  and  (he 

inlerealonthedeb^CdiSerenGe)      -     SliS^OOO 
Amount  required  to  be  inveeted  foi  la* 

diaoa  and  Indian  tribea       ■  -       2,5801000 

Principal  snms  payable  to  Indiana    ■       1,000,000 
Anoani  raqulred  for  nary  penslan 

fund  •  -  •  -  •       1,300,000 

Preaent  value  of  annuities  to  Indiana       5jOOO,000 

■ 11,130,000 


This  leaves 
"Deduct  funlier  the  item  for  remains 

of  old  f^ioded  certificated  debt«,  fnr 

which  he  ceuld  find  no  authority        -  335^000 
Diflerence    between   SliguO.OUa    for 

principal  and  interest  of  Treasury 

notes,  and  S4,S00,U0O,  being    the 

amount  reported  by  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury,  as   required  lo 

meet  said  notes  in  1811,  (difference)        400,000 


6,363,000 


S736,0e0 


Balance     .  .  -  -  « 1,650,000 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  admits,  that 
14,500,000  will  be  required  to  redeem  the  outstand- 
ing Treasury  notesj  and  that  this,  of  course,  is  left 
a  charge  upon  the  Treasury.  Deduct  that  amount 
from  the  above  balance  of  ((4,650,000  and  tliere  re- 
remains  |150,000,  which  is  the  amount  alone  ad- 
mitted 10  be  due  for  the  next  iostalsient  of  princi- 
pal and  interest  on  the  District  debt.  Where,  then, 
is  ihe  gentleman's  '  eertain  aad  oieerf oined"  balance 
of  |16,5I5,0001  It  melts  away  and  vanishes  be- 
fore the  force  of  reason  and  truth  like  the  poor  frost 
before  the  sun.  If  the  "eertointtef"  cf  the  gentle- 
man are  so  easily  transformed  into  nonentities, 
you  may  easily  imagine  what  will  be  the  fate  of 
his  mere  "pro6a&ilitiai"  and  uncertainties.  A  word 
or  two  now,  Mr.  Cliairman,  about  them. 

He  would  not  detain  the  committee  by  going 
through  all  these  items,  amounting  to  the  modest 
sum  of  $19,500,000,  bat  would  advert  to  only  two, 
amounliiig  to  $14,000,000;  and  from  such  speci- 
mens, the  committee  would  be  able  lo  form  some 
judgment  as  to  the  character  of  thoss  which  con- 
stiiated  the  remaimng  balance  ef  $5,500,000.  Toe 
committee  would  be  predisposed  to  believe  that  the 
genileuuin's  'pnbMlilia"  were  nut  half  as  plausi- 
ble as  his  "certointiu"— qnestionable  and  un^nnd 
as  they  had  been  shown  to  be.  The  modesty  of 
the  caption  which  introduced  the  items  upon  which 
he  was  about  to  comment,  coming  from  one  so 
bold' in  figures,  was,  of  itself,  a  sufficient  admoni- 
tion to  receire  theni  wid)  i^acb  caution.    The  first 


item  to  whidi  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee,  was  the  sum  of  "$9,000,000  fer  the 
fourth  instalment  under  the  deposile  act  of  1636, 
claimed  by  ihe  Slates."  Sir,  doei  it  not  require  a 
bold  spirit,  indeed,  to  dare  even  to  intimate  the  pro- 
bability that  the  people  of  this  conntiy  wilt  ever 
consent  that  this  Government  shall  inerease  flwir 
taxes  and  burdens  to  raise  money  for  the  pnrpese 
of  deposite  with,  or  distribniion  among,  the  Statest 
A  most  opportune  period,  indeed,  now,  to  raise 
nine  millions  of  dollars  for  thi«  purpose  I  New, 
when  yon  are  telling  ns,  almost  in  the  same  breath 
in  which  you  put  forth  this  strange  claim  in  favor 
of  the  Stales,  that,  without  additional  taxation,  you 
will  not  have  revenue  enough,  for  years  to  come, 
to  keep  the  wheels  of  Government  in  motion.  This 
charge  is  scarcely  deserving  of  a  moment's  atten- 
tien.  He  (Mr.  Y.)  wonld  like  to  see  how  mtay 
geatlemen  upon  this  floor  wonld  dare  to  vote  to 
lax  their  consiitnents  $9,000  000  for  the  purpose  of 
deposile  with  the  States.  Low  as  was  the  estima- 
tion in  whieh  he  Imew  his  colleague  to  hold  the 
virtue  of  Governmental  economy,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve ihat  even  he  would  deem  it  expedient  to  vote 
for  a  direct  proposition  to  impose  ne,w  taxes  on  the 
people,  solely  with  a  view  to  such  deposile  or  di^ 
tribntion.  The  States  have  no  eqnitable  claim  to 
it.  They  were  to  be  made  the  mere  depositaries  of 
the  funds  of  this  Government,  not  professedly  for 
the  benefit  of  the  States,  but  for  the  mere  conve- 
venience  of  the  depositor.  The  supervenient  wants 
of  the  latter  had  induced  it  to  withhold  a  portion  of 
the  fund  which  it  originally  intended  to  deposite.  It 
bad  a  perfect  right  to  do  so;  and  now  do  equity 
whatever  has  been  created  in  behalf  of  the  Stales 
against  this  Government  for  the  sum  so  withheld. 
This  item  needed  no  further  comment :  metdy  to 
state  it,  was  sufficient  to  prove  its  absurdity. 

But  the  next  item  was  equal  to  its  yokefellow. 
It  was  "for  claim«  of  American  citizens  for  French 
spoliations  on  our  commerce  previous  te  1800, 
(quiU  Kk^  to  be  allowed  by  Congress,)  $5,000,- 
000!"  Mr.  Y.  said  he  did  not  know  whence  bis 
colleague  inferred  a.  likelihood  that  these  claims 
would  be  allowed,  except  what  resulted  from  Ihs 
known  prodigality  of  the  party  to  which  the  Go- 
vernment was  now  so  soon  to  be  committed.  Was 
such  probabiliiy  derivable,  from  the  fact  that  for 
ei^ht  years  this  claim  had  been  unsuccessfully 
pressed  upon  Congress,  and  that  scarcely  a  voiee 
had  ever  bcrn  heard  here  in  its  favor,  except  Ibe 
eloquent  and  melodioas  one  of  the  gentleman  from 
MassadiDsetts,  LMr.  Cdshiho.]  When  the  leading 
gentlemen  of  the  dominant  party  inform  ns  that 
special  Congresses  must  be  called  to  provide  means 
to  meet  such  claims,  have  we  not  reason  to  Ihiitk 
that  our  most  exiravagaot  fears  in  relation  lo  the 
fruits  of  the  late  Federal  Whig  victory  are  soon  to 
be  realized— that  extravagance,  taxation,  a  formi- 
dable national  debt,  and  a  oonscqueni  restoration  of 
the  HamUionian  fundmonger  and  Bank  reign,  are 
the  blfsancs  which  are  to  be  showered  down  npoa 
the  peoplel  If  the  claimants  for  spoliations  before 
1600  are  now  to  be  provided  for,  are  we,  from  lUs 
circumstance,  and  from  the  denunciations  con- 
stantly lavished  upon  the  outgoing  Admini^traiion 
for  its  neglect  of  private  claims,  to  infer  that  Ihe 
next  four  years  is  to  be  the  time  of  jubilee  to  pri- 
vate claimants?  that  millions  of  oft-rejected  claims 
are  now  to  receive  from  Congress  a  favorable  re- 
sponse! that  the  Meade  claim,  and  the  conntUss 
catalogue  of  other  oi't  considered  and  as  oAea  re- 
jected claims,  are  now  to  be  allowed)  that  by  car- 
rying into  ezecutiott  your  magnificent  and  ezliava- 
gant  schemes,  yon  are  not  only  to  invite  Ibe  people 
at  burge,  by  leiziag  upon  their  own  effects  ibroi^h 
the  medium  of  your  taxing  power,  but  are  to  ponr 
wealth  and  bounty  into  the  lap  of  thousasds  of  ia- 
dividoals  whom  your  more  cautions  and  parsimo- 
nious predeccEsors  adjudged  to  have  no  just  claims 
upon  Governmenit  Mr.  Y.  said  he  wonld  now  put 
it  to  all  fair  and  unprejudiced  minds  whether  staia- 
ments  such  as  he  bad  reviewed,  fnmidied  the 
slightest  ground  for  impeaching  the  accuracy  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treisury,  or  the  shadow  of  a  pre- 
text for  calling  an  extra  session,  for  the  purpose  «f 
providing  for  charges  against  the  Treasury,  which 
the  Secretary  bad  neglected  to  make  knownl  Did 
it  not  UUB  o«t  that  the  slatemeats  aad  allegatioBS 
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of  ibe  "grtat  imjftaeker"  wen  ralnerable  aad  fal- 
]aeioafi  in  the  tzureme? 

Bu  while  ooticing  the  Kroonds  apon  which  the. 
reporig  and  8taiem«nis  of  ibe  Secretary  were  at- 
leaipied  to  be  impeached,  be  woold  proofed  (o 
aaother  ground  of  impeacbmeDt,  assoihed  by 
aaoiber  of  lb*  impeaching  parties.  He  meant  the 
gentleman  from  Sonih  Carolina,  [Mr.  Thompson.] 
That  genileman  contenied  himself  mainly  with 
general  and  sweeping  denunciations  aeainst  the 
Seerelaiy  of  the  Treasury.  This  was  a  much  more 
eonvenien',  and  mnch  le^s  ha2ardons,  mode  of  at- 
tack, than  was  a  descent  to  minntiai  and  figures. 
Besides,  the  gentleman  from  Snnth  Carolina,  not 
haiiing  originally  from  "Down  £<ul,"  it  was  not 
his  pririlfge  to  play  qaiiess  bold  a  part  at  mere 
(iwinng  as  was  aeted  by  his  two  Yankee  cnadja- 
tOH,  [Messrs.  Babnard  and  Etahs.]  I  listened  to 
this  speech  with  great  anxiety,  bopiag  that  he 
would  make  at  least  one  plonge  into  facts  and 
figures,  feeling  pretty  well  assared  that  be  wou'd 
lay  himself  open  to  me  if  he  Tentarcd  one  single 
step  ont  of  the  more  easily  tilled  field  of  wholesale 
dennnciation. ,  He  did  make  one  sally,  and  here 
ilia: 

"We  ue  inforaied  (Myt  Uu  (Milaman)  by  the  Secreiuy, 
Uitt  the  kmouDt  of  uaezpended  appropriationa  wblch  will  t>e 
callad  lot  In  the  mzt  year,  ia  Ibraa  mlllioai  aersn  hundred  and 
IbnjMlkM  Umoaand  ODllaia.  Bete  ia  a  iulniating  charge  upon 
tlu  Tnaaury  lo  an  immenie  amount.  There  !•  no  eTadiag  it 
It  i«  not  even  looked  lo  in  the  eatimatea.  It  muet  be  met,  and 
7at  no  proTialaa  ta  aaked  for  it-  la  it  not  aurprialng,  that  with 
tbia  habiuial  want  of  fareuat  to  aea  future  calla  upon  the  Trea. 
mtj,  and  when  aeen,  a  want  of  candur  to  aay  >o,  that  our  Trca- 
miiT  ia  always  alraiieneJ." 

Now,  sir,  what  impression  do  these  remark<i  at 
first  blnth  have  npon  the  carsory  reader?  Why, 
that  there  is  to  be  a  charge  of  three  millions  seven 
hnndfed  and  forty-nine  thonsand  dollars  apon  the 
Treasary  in  1641,  which  the  Secretary  has  most 
calpably  omitted  to  mention  in  his  estimates 
of  the  wants  of  the  Goremment  for  that 
year.  Sir,  the  answer  to  this  article  of  "impeach- 
Buent"  is  as  iriamphaat  and  conelosive  as  were 
those  applied  to  the  items  and  charges  already  con- 
sidered. This  sum  of  |3.749,904  is  mentioned  in 
page  8  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, as  that  portion  of  the  oaistanding  appropriations 
of  former  yearr,  which  was  proposed  lo  be  applied  to 
theservice  of  1841.  In  lbs  same  page  the  Secretary 
•ays,  that  the  whole  amoant  of  outstanding  appro- 
p'iaiions  at  the  close  of  the  year  is  esiinatedat 
110,549,905;  and  that  $3,749,904  is  proposed  to  be 
applied  to  the  service  of  1811.  I  cballange  ibegen- 
t  eman  from  Soaib  Carolina  to  show  an  instance  in 
the  reports  or  doings  of  any  Secretary  of  the  Trea* 
sory  since  the  formation  of  the  Qovemment,  where 
the  amoant  of  outstanding  appropriations  proposed 
to  be  expended  in  the  succeeding  year,  bas  been 
"estimated"  or  aUqded  to  in  any  manner  or  plaee 
other  than  that  in  which  Mr.  \Voo<)tQry  has  men- 
tiened  this,  viz:  \n  tht  hoiii  of  kit  onnuoi  npwt. 
Ton  will  in  vain  rnmmage  all  the  detailed  estimates 
of  each  Secretary  flroni  the  days  of  Alexander 
HamilioD,  for  the  items  of  unexpended  ap- 
propriations roposed  to  be  expended  in  any  one 
year.  It  is,  Iprepeat,  always  placed  where  the  Se- 
cretary has  this  year  placed  it,  in  th»  tody  ef  Mi  re- 
perl.  The  misplaced  declamation  of  the  honorable 
member  npon  this  lopic  is  preity  conelnsive  evi- 
dence that  he  is  nnacqoainted  with  the  history  and 
-  yearly  operation  of  these  ontstanding  appropria- 
tionf.  Had  he  applied  his  intelligent  mind  lo  the 
ascertainment  of /iieti,  and  not  contenied  himself 
with  a  strain  of  mere  general  denunciation,  he 
wonld  have  learned  that  these  ontsunding  appro- 
priations, in  any  two  consecntive  years,  are  gene- 
rally foond  to  balance  each  other;  that  is  to  say,  if 
13,749,904  Of  the  appropriations  of  former  years 
Shall  be  expended  in  1841,  there  will,  in  all  proba- 
bility, remain  of  the  appropriations  made  by  Con- 
gresa  at  this  session  abont  the  same  amount  unex- 
pended at  the  eloee  of  this  year.  For  this  reason, 
no  doabi,  all  Secretaries  had  omitted  to  include  in 
their  estimates  of  wants  for  the  year,  the  amount  of 
unexpended  appropriations  proposed  to  be  expend- 
ed in  that  year.  It  seemed,  then,  that  the  arrow 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  levelled,  as  be  anp- 
posed,  with  such  deidlv  aim  at  the  Secreury,  hid 
fhUen  harmless  at  the  feet  of  its  object;  and  while 
the  former  remain  unscathed,  the  latter  had  the  un- 
enviable satisfaction  of  standing  convicted  of  a 


gross   error,    in  the  very    responsible  attempt  to 
impeach  a  most  faithful  officer  of  the  Ooyernmeot. 

Mr.  V.  said,  it  would  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  ao- 
profiiable,  if  he  detained  the  committee  a  moment 
longer  on  tbit  subject  of  ouisiandin;  appropria- 
tions. Much  bad  been  said  about  the  Administra* 
tion  having,  the  past  year,  "shufflidofif'  the  law- 
ful elaiins  ypnn  the  Government,  in  order  to  se- 
cure lo  itself  ihe  merit  of  confining  its  expenditures 
within  its  means.  Yet  it  seemed  that  within  that 
very  year,  when  gentlemen  now  say  tKe  "stoBi  ^' 
policy  prevailed,  ihe  onlstaadiog  appropriations 
were  reduced  f  .3,977,466.  He  had  looked  at  these 
onisianding  amounts  for  the  four  years  past,  and 
found  them  to  have  been  as  follows:  I 

In  1638,  (commencement   of  ibie 
amounted  to  . 

In  1839,  to 

In  1840,  to 

In  1841,  to 


year)  they 
|14  503,483 
14,698  346 
13,837,371 
10,549,905 


$3  277,466 
ontstandiog,   it 


Reduction  in  1840, 

The   old   appropriations   bow    

seemed,  were  between  three  and  four  millioM  of 
dollars  less  at  the  commencement  of  1841,  than 
they  were  at  the  beginning  of  1840.  The  SecreUry 
of  the  Treasury  now,  in  bis  estimates,  asks  for 
nearly  two  millions  less  of  new  appropriations, 
than  the  amount  expended  in  1840.  How  can  you 
then,  unless  yon  seUct  new  objects  of  expendi- 
ture—objects not  embraced  in  the  fstimales— ex- 
pend as  much  as  you  expended  in  18407  If  the 
peace  of  the  country  should  be  preserved,  it  would 
not  be  possible,  consistently  with  Democratic  vnt- 
tiett,  to  expend  more  than  was  recommended  by 
the  Secretary;  but  if  the  givings  out  of  the  genUe- 
men  on  the  other  side,  as  to  what  General  Harri- 
son's administration  was  expected  to  accomplish 
formed  any  criterion  as  to  what  was  aetnally  to  be 
done  during  his  term,  then  could  we,  indeed,  say 
with  certainly  that  the  Secretary',!  estimates  would 
fall  far  short  of  the  wants  of  the  Treasury.  If  an- 
o  her  class  of  pensioners  was  to  be  created— if  an- 
other system  of  internal  improvements  was  to  be 
successfully  undertaken— if  ipeculaiors  on  our 
lakes,  bays,  and  inlets,  were  to  be  permitted  to 
draw  millions  from  the  Treasury,  gnder  sprcious 
pretexts  for  constructing  harbors  fo,  the  protection 
,  of  commerce— if  the  prodigality  inseparable  from 
the  course  of  policy  sketched  gnd  prayed  for  by 
his  colleague,  in  the  concluding  parts  of  his  speech, 
was  lo  be  the  crownini;  glory  of  Gkneral  Harrison's 
administratien — then  was  it,  indeed,  idle  to  talk  of 
an  eipendiiure  of  twenty,  thirty,  or  even  forty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  per  year.  The  wants  of  the  Trea- 
sury would  then  be  commensurate  with  ihe  illimita- 
ble and  countless  objects  of  expenditure  which  the 
Con<titntion  of  the  extremest  latitudinarian  em- 
braced. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  informs  us  that 
the  current  expenses  of  1840,  that  Is,  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  the  Government,  exclusive  of  the  re- 
demption of  Treasury  notes  and  the  interest  of  the 
debt  assumed  for  the  District  of  Colombia,  amount- 
ed to  ....  J22,489,349 
He  e<:ti  mates  the  current  expenses  for 

1841  at      ....    19,350,347 


Difl'erence  -  -    |3,339,003 

The  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  seem  to  scout 
the  idea  of  ibrir  being  able  lo  administer  the  Go- 
vernment in  1843  for  less  ih.in  it  cost  in  1841, 
Ihonzh  the  expenditures  for  1839  were  reduced  six 
millions  of  dollars,  and  a  farther  redaction  of  about 
13,000,000  wa?:  made  in  1840.  It  seems  they  now 
fancy  that  the  minimum  point  bas  been  attained, 
and  that  all  further  saving  ia  out  of  the  question; 
nay,  they  even  ridicule  the  advice  or  saggesiion  ot 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  "lo  p«uA  a  eigoroitt 
eeonomy,"  andwith  an  air  of  great  triumph  ask, 
where  this  economy  can  be  applied?  How  changed 
their  tone  already !  Before  the  election,  how  con- 
stant, how  deafening,  the  promises  of  "reform  and 
retrenchment."  Already,  so  soon  after  the  vieto- 
ry,  have  they  ceased  to  he  virtues  in  the  estimation 
of  those  who,  only  a  few  months  since,  were  so 
free  in  the  promise  of  them. 

The  gentleman  from  ^^rginia  [Mr.  Wisk]  stands       n»".  •™<~to.  "•'»-• "~- •«-.'»«»  "•»i«»^j» 
•'MUutaudaloM;;  inpmchiog  the  sum  doe;  ||  Amoi>sthee«iiute((tfezpeiuliuuw,7oa«aiiii 


irines  with  which  he  ed>fted  the  people  beiore  iha 
election.  Hw  brother  "IPk*^"  aeem.  alrealy,  u 
have  gone  bahk  ta  their  first  love — to  their  eoMMi. 
tniional  predilection  for  a  liberal  axpradiiare  waA  t 
aplendid  Govrrnment  Yes,  the  Secretary  of  ^ 
Treasury  was  literally  laughed  at  whenhe  vcMaicd 
to  suggest  a  siagle  heiid  of  erpenditare  a>der  which 
a  saving  might  take  place,  without  {vejadiee  lo  the 
public  service.  In  his  annual  report  be  veuunj 
to  made  the  following  remarks; 

<1t  la  believed,  that  (be  ordinan  azpaaaaa  of  IMI  ouki  w 
fall  aome  mUtlona  belaw  dtoae  in  1810,  ai  tfaa  paarion  ba*«  A- 
miahed  by  deaths,  f^wer  Indiana  ramain  to  ba  removed,  a 
expendve  baildin^  ban  been  moatly  flnialMd,  aad  hi 
with  Ihe  Seminolea  muat  tie  naanr  lo  a  cloaa." 

These  remarks  had  formed  the  subject  of 

animadversion  wi'h   there  of  the  (rrntliawa  wfe« 

bad  preceded  him  in  this  debate  [Mfssn.  Biuuta, 

Bbll,  and  Ewwa.]    liw  geailea<aa  from  Mm* 

[Mr.  Bwufo]  had  told  you  that,  under  iImm  hsads, 

no  mote  than  the  fallowing  sans  eoaid  be  saved: 

On  pensions  .  |S0(L,480 

For  removal  of  Indiana      .  .      56,710 

On  pnblK)  buildings  .  .  .    903,000 

Seminole  hostilities  .  .    300,000 

Total    .  .  |76B,1M 

Mr.  V.  said  it  was  evident  that  theSeemaryof 
the  Treasury  did  not  intend  to  pat  foith  the  above 
as  tlKoniy  heads  to  which  atednetioa  ooald  bea^ 
plied;  but  had  evidently  thrown  ihem  ont  as  aoaM 
among  the  many  branches  in  which  ihere  eonld  he 
a  diminished  expenditure.  Bat  was  it  iroe  liwt  die 
gentleman  from  Maine  had  slated  all  thai  eonld  be 
saved  under  ihe  above  beads!  He,  Mr.  V.  conH 
nrt  believe  that  no  more  than  (300,480  conld  be 
saved  on  pensions.  This  smalt  amouK  did  not  ae* 
cord  with  the  well  established,  aad  so  gcMoOy 
prevailing  idea,  that  these  time-honored  relies  «f 
the  Revolution  were  all  on  the  verge  of  the  gmve, 
and  fast  paying  the  debt  of  nature.  The  wMa 
number  of  pensioiiet8,'as  reported  by  the  CaMa» 
sioner  of  Pensions,  is  44,394.  Hm  whale  naaUer 
of  deaths,  as  reported  by  him,  is  only  1,605,  lem 
than  four  per  cent.  Which  exhibits  a  aaottaKty  en> 
tirely  too  limited  to  command  onr  belieC  Itiswefl 
kndwn  that  the  Commissioner  founds  hb  r^eit  «f 
deaths  upon  information  received  from  pesrian 
agents  in  various  parts  of  the  oowitiy.  Itess 
asenis  could  not,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  knew  half 
of  the  deaths  that  had  oa«irted  within  the  yanr. 
They  were  not  required  to  take  any  special  pains 
to  ascertain  them,  and  it  was  not  strange  if  dM 
.agent  at  AI>«oy  did  not,  very  soon,  hear  of  ths 
deaths  of  old  soldiers,  who  resided  ia  the  ooaniies 
of  Brie  and  Chatauqae.  To  foand  a  redaction  of 
this  branch  of  expenditure  npon  tlie 
ef  the  agents,  was,  therefore,  entirely 
ble.  NoC,  was  Ihe  addition  which  the 
from  Maine  conceded  sufficient.  He  had  other  i^ 
la  ihai  enabled  us  to  approximate  nearer  the  bwh. 
From  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensiea* 
it  seems  that  the  expendirares  under  all  die  aeis  ia 
1839  were  ....  |30aO,664 
That  in  1840,  they  were  j,M8  68S 


Difference  in  one  year, 
So  on  public  buildings:    the 

that  there.ean  be  saved 
He  has,  however,  forgotten  lo  add  for 

marine  hospitals 
Light-bouses  .  .  .  . 

For  boildings  in  Tenilories    . 


•1.04S.001 
1   aiteiii 

laoovoos 

90,001 
9S00I 
48,MI 


Making 
The  last  three  of  tte  ahove  warns  were  nR«»^  , 
pended  in  1840,  and  nothing  of  n  similar  etens- 
terwasinduded  in  the  estiinates  for  1841.  Tte 
gentleman,  then,  as  to  public  boildings,  renahul  a 
litUe  more  than  half  the  amount  thai  eonld  •etaafly 
be  saved;  and  this  was  coming  anch  nsnru  ihi 
mark  than  these  high  impeschiag  putiea  (sncni- 
iy  attained.  Last  year  fSfiO,000  was  apprepriisi 
for  the  gradual  improvement  of  th«  navy.  TWi 
year  Ihere  would  probably  be  no  npproprianss 
for  this  purpose,  as  then  was  now  no  Inwrs^ 
log  it.  Besides,  within  ihe  list  year,  aH  the  i» 
mains  of  old  appropriations  for  iha  rnmlw  ilwf 
road,  harbors,  nvers,  and  forte,  had  t 
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|I35,000  expended  within  ihc  list  year  for  rivers 
and  harbors,  being  part  of  old  appropriations,  Yoo 
will  also  find  that  |8 6,000  has,  within  the  last  year, 
hecD  expended  for  the  Cainberlaad  road  in  Illinois 
and  lodiaoa.  As  to  the  Florida  war,  more  than  a  mil- 
Uos  of  dollars  (aboot  1 1,500,000)  appears  to  hwre 
b«eo  expended  for  it  within  tiie  last  year,  indepen- 
dently of  the  pay  and  sabeietence  of   ytur  army 
tharb.   How  mncb,  in  all  conscience,  do  gentlemen 
-wish  to  iMve  appropriated  for  that  parposel    And 
was  it  trttjs  that  the  Administratis  was  blamed  fur 
not  baWag  brought  this  war  to  a  dostl    Had  it 
not  employed  the  most  gallant  and  distinguished  of 
yonr   officers,   incloding  erea    one    of  the  pro- 
miaeai  Whig  heroes,  npon  whom  the  eyes  of  so 
ffiany  of  his  party  weie  already  fixed  for  the  highest 
<ifflce  in  the  gift  of  the  people)    Need  he  say  he  al- 
laded  to  the.  gallant  Scott,  the  hero  of  Chippewa 
and  Landy's  Lane,  the  lasire  of  who.te  wel!-earn> 
ed  latureb,  won  in  bloody  conflicis  with  bis  conn- 
try's  enemies,^  so  mahy  of   his  imprudent  friends 
wonld  dim  by  forcing  him  into  the  tarbid  waters  of 
politics,  and  aliempiiog  to  elevate  him  to  a  station 
far  which,  in  his  (Mr.  Vs)  opinion,  his  habits  and 
paisuils  necessarily  unfitted  him.    Yes,  be,  one  of 
the  aandidates  for  nomination  at   the  Harrisbarg 
coaveation,  had  gone  forth  against  the  sivagesof 
FlorMa  at  the  eommeneeincni  of  the  war.    a«neral 
Jcsup,  another  of  the  heroes  of  the  second  war  of 
independence  had  also  been  put  in  requisition,  and 
still  the  Seminole  was  there;  still  did  he  ding  to  the 
everglades  and  the  graves  of  his  ancestors. 

[Mr.  Monroe  here  remarked  that  Oen.  Scott 
had  been  permitted  to  operate  only  thirty  days  in 
Floridajl 

Mr.  y.  said  he  had  not  mentioned  the  nam*  of 
that  gallant  soldier,  the  friend  of  his  colleague,  for 
the  purpose  of  drawing  in  question  his  military  skill 
or  prowess;  far  from  it;  he  claiaied  to  be  the  personal 
friend  of  that  distinguished  officer.  He  wonld  not 
pluck  a  single  leaf  from  the  wreath  which  decorated 
his  brow;  and  be  did  not  consider  it  as  at  all  derogat- 
ing from  his  reputation  as  a  warrior  chief,  that  be 
«ould  not  conquer,  because  he  could  not  find  em- 
bodied, his  skulking  and  scattered  foe.  He  claimed, 
he  bad  a  right  lo  cbim,  for  the  Administration  that 
defence  against  the  charge  of  not  earlier  terminat- 
ing this  war  which  resulted  from  the  use  of  the 
most  ei&cient  means  wtihin  its  command.  It  was 
for  this  purpose  that  he  alluded  to  the  ill  success 
against  the  Seminoles  which  had  attended  the  ef- 
forts of  the  best  and  bravest  of  your  oSe«rs. 

But  it  is  said,  though  it  may  be  true  that  the  Qo> 
▼ernment  has  got  through  the  year  1840  by  expend- 
ing only  twenty-two  millions  of  dollars  for  ordinary 
purposes,  yet  that  this  has  been  accomplished  by 
shuffling  and  slaving  off  its  obligations,  thus  throw- 
ing an  undue  burden  npon  its  successor. 

This  was  a  very  seiisns  charge,  and  gentlemen 
owed  it  to  iheir  own  reputation  to  be  .thoroughly 
convinced  of  its  Iruth  before  they  ventured  it.  In 
support  of  it,  what  had  we  heard?  Why,  it  was 
said  that  ihe  navy  had  been  miserably  neglected  by 
the  administrations  of  Qeneral  Jackson  and  Mr. 
Vao  Buren.  Where,  be  asked,  wat  the  evidence 
of  this  aegleci}  Had  nut  all  the  money  ap- 
propriated by  Congress  for  Ihe  navy  been 
laithfully  expeadedl  This  fact  was  not  de- 
nied, and  yet  they  tell  you  that  your  navy  is 
going  to  decay,  that  your  ships  are  rotting  at  their 
vrharres  for  want  cf  attention — not  an  example  of 
this  species  of  dilapidation  had  been  cited 
in  support  of  tb»  assertion.  Sir,  is  the  com- 
mittee aware  that  within  the  last  eight  years  yonr 
naval  expenditures  have  increased  nearly  fifty  per 
cent?  They  were  only  four  millions  of  dollars  in 
1833.  This  year,  if  the  appropriations  should  be 
aecordiog  to  the  estimates,  they  would  amount  to 
$5,445,3-19.  They  have  lately  exceeded  six  mil- 
lions. Where  was  the  evidence  of  this  most  upre- 
hensible  neglect  of  your  navy?  Was  it  in  the  fact 
thai)  whereas  at  the  termination  of  the  last  war 
yoa  bad  not  a  siogle  ship  of  ihe  line,  you  could 
now  boast  your  Ohio,  your  Delaware,  your  Penn- 
svlvania,  your  Indepeudenee.  your  Columbus, yonr 
Washington,  your  Franklin,  betides  several  others 
now  in  the  process  of  being  buili,  besides,  also,  an 
addition  to  your  frigates  and  sloops  of  war,  which, 
ali  combined,  have  made  yo»  one  o(  ih«  fowiiiJ*- 
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bit  naval  powers  of  the  earih?  He,  Mr.  V.  was 
in  favor  of  keeping  yonr  navy  upon  a  peace  esla- 
blJshment  in  time  of  peace,  notwithstanding  the 
bold  and  senseless  declamation  we  coastanily  hear 
in  fav«r  of  its  rapid  increase.  Follow  out  the  iihhet 
and  the  principles  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
(Mr.  EviHS,]  and  yonr  ships  of  war  wonld  soon 
whiten  every  ocean — a  most  gratifying  spectacle, 
indeed,  to  the  mere  eMnoiMewn,  the  mere  lovers 
of  display,  but  one  most  gtindiog  in  its  influences 
and  consequences  upon  a  hardworking  and  a  tax- 
paying  people.  Mr.  V.  said  he  was  now  about  to 
utter  a  sentiMent  which  wonld,  no  doubt,  be  pro- 
noanesd  very  herttical  by  those  who  entertahied 
moic  magnificent  notions  as  to  what  were  indis- 
pensable appendages  cf  Qovemment  than  himself. 
It  was  this,  that  ^  bad  long  been  of  the  opinion, 
that  the  familiar  maziur,  "in  time  of  peace  pre- 
pare for  war,"  was,  in  a  measure,  impracticable 
under  institutions  like  oar^;  and  he  regretted  not 
that  it  wasto,  for  we  had  a  recuperative  energy  in 
the  land,  which  soon,  very  soon,  enabled  us  to  re- 
cover from  the  reverses  which,  in  the  incipient 
stages  of  a  war,  bad  been  and  would  probably  al- 
ways be  our  lot.  He  bad  already  lived  and  ob- 
served long  enough  to  adopt  the  conclusion,  that  it 
was  better,  far  better,  if  war  should  overtake  us 
only  once  in  half  a  century,  (which  was  as  often 
as  it  would  occur,  under  the  improved  spirit  of  the 
age,)  that- we  should  meet  repulse,  and  stislain 
somewhat  of  defeat,  at  the  commeaoement  of  the 
conflict,  than  that;  for  the  long  peace  period  of  ftfty 
years,  we  should  retaia  a  large  military  or  naval 
force,  to  eat  up  the  substance  of  the  people.  These 
are  my  tentimenis.  I  know  they  are  too  simple 
and  too  republican  to  aoaord  with  the  snbKmated 
notJOtts  of  Ae.  party  about  to  enter  into  power.  It 
is  my  oonsolaiioa,  however,  to  feel  assured  that 
they  will  meet  the  appro^ion  of  Ibose  who  seat 
me  here. 

lu  Inriber  illustration  of  the  position  |tbat  the 
"Hawtff"  policy  had  prevailed  for  the  la»t  year, 
two  anecdotes  had  been  related,  the  cme  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine,  [Mr.  Evaw,]  and  the  other 
by  his  colleague,  [Mr  Bvibmakd.]  Tiie  honorable 
member  from  Maine  had  told  us  that  the  frigate 
Constellation  had,  during  the  last  summer,  been  de- 
tained several  days,  if  not  weeks,  at  Boston,  from 
the  inability  of  the  Mavy  Department  to  supply  its 
purser  with  the  necessary  funds  for  sailing,  and 
told  us  quit*  an  aflfectiBg  tale  about  the  purser's 
having  been  impriaoaed  for  liabilities  which  he 
had  incurred  for  the  Oovemment.  Mr.  Y.  said  he 
thought  that  common  justice,  not  to  say  common 
courtesy,  ttquircd  gentlemen  to  inquire  of  the 
heads  of  Departments  whether  there  was  any  foun- 
dation for  stub  complainis,  before  they  took  upon 
themselves  the  responsibility,  most  probably  upon 
the  mere  repre^enta'ion  of  some  dissatisfied  subor- 
dinate, who  may  bavehad  unpalatable  justice  done 
him,  to.  make  ttatementj  of  this  deseription.  He 
had  done  what  the  gentleman  from '  Maine  bad 
omitted  to  do— apphsd  to  the  Secretary  of  th*I)av]r 
for  a  true  statement  of  fatits  connected  with  the  al- 
leged detention  of  the  frigate  Coasiellalioit,  and  here 
was  his  answer; 

"Njivr  DujurnoirTr  Jannarr  98, 1841. 

"Sir:  In  reply  U)  ynur  leiter  of  Lbiadate.  rcquflslinga  stat*- 
inentaf  tKeoaaaes  wlilch  delaj-cd  the  salting  of  ibe  frigate 
Constellation,  I  ban  the  honor  to  commuDleau  the  roUowlng 
intonaaiion. 

''The  firm  eaoae  was  Ibe  want  of  money:  ^e-eecnid,  the 
want  of  men. .  The  appnipiiattenB  for  Ihe  year  ISIO  not  harfaig 
been  made  by  Congreas  antil  tne  month  of  July,  thoie  of  the 
prece<ling  year  became  exhaOMed  to  such  a  degree,  aa,  for  a 
cooaiderable  time,  to  dioble  Uie  OepartinaM  from  carrying  en 
any  other  than  the  raoet  ordinary  o|>eraiiona  of  the  service. 

"When  this  indispeusabte  requiaile  was  supplied  by  the 
naasage  of  (be  Navy  ApproptiaUon  bill,  in  July,  there  ware 
not  •  saJBeient  number  of  able  seaman  at  the  dilfareDt  alaiiooa 
to  complete  the  complement  of  the  two  veseeUi  destined  for  Ibe 
East  Indies,  although  rectuMng  had  been  constantly  gping  on, 
and  bonntiea  gireo  as  an  additional  inducement.  Ilila  detl- 
ciency  was  not  remedied  ontil  the  begipoiog  of  aeptember, 
when  the  Constellation  was  put  in  commission,  and  her  officers 
appointed.  Snbsetiiiently,  the  officer  designated  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  aqnadron  Ml  slofc,  and  having  been  officially  ta. 
Sinedu)  the  DepiMrtmeal  as  mentally  and  physically  dlaquali- 
ed  for  the  performance  of  his  dntiea,  was  detached  from  Ihs 
Coustellation,  and  another  appointed.  This  occasioned  a  third 
delay  of<aoms  two  or  three  weeks. 

During  the  period  which  thus  elapsed  from  the  appointment 
of  thcpuraerto'that  ship,  to  the  receipt  of  her  sailing  orders, 
the  haa  ample  time  M  procure,  and  it  was  preanmed  ad  pro- 
cured, all  the  sttppUes  neceasary  to  his  depanmenl,  as  all 
his  requisitions  for  funds  had  been  complied  with,  and  U  was 

tbsptoTtoce  (iLltto  commoodingoSlcerto  seethathepwibim- 


ed  his  duty.  Aftar,  however.  Uie  order  for  Uie  •aUing  of  the 
Consiellailun  h«J  been  issued,  Ibe  puisar  made  •  leqaiaiiioa 
foe  •11,000  without  specifying  the  precise  objects  tu  which  the 
money  was  to  be  applied.  Having  every  reason  to  believe  that 
he  had  at  this  late  period  already  procured  and  paid  for  all  Ua 
supplies,  it  nas  ptesuiued  that  this  sum  was  requiied  to  be 
carried  out  in  dollars  to  meet  any  Incidenul  expenses  that 
might  arise  on  her  paasaze  to  Rio  Janeiro,  where  she  was  or- 
dered 10  stop  m  replenish  her  auppUee,  for  Uie  paymeniB  of 
which  her  commander  was  autliorixed  to  draw  on  Barings, 
Brothers,  and  Company  of  Jjondon. 

So  large  a  snm  was  not,  therefore,  deemed  necessary  to  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  supposed  u>  have  been  drawn,  and 
•6^000  was  eubaUiuled,  that  being  deemed  quite  sufficteai.  It 
Afterwards  appeaiea  tnat  the  purser  had  not  yet  paid  for  his 
aupplies,  although  all  his  requisiUotts had  been  promptly  com- 
plied vrilh,  with  this  sugle  exception,  and  was,  it  apfeais  Uien 
arreeted  by  his  erediioraat  Boston,  lo  the  anpreheeaon  Uiatlln 
vessel  wasabQUttosail.  A  delay  of  several  daya  occurred  In 
consequence.  It  will  thus  be  perceived- that  (he  ilale  of  the 
TTtanry  had  no  connection  whatarei  wiih  (h*  dauntiOnof 
this  veaseL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  lespeclAdly,  afir. 

Vow  oJMdieataMnrant, 
J.  K.  JfAmMSa. 
Honorable  A.  VAKDxapooi, 

Bouse  of  Bepreaenlativee. 

Herc)  sir,  is  a  true  staiemest  of  the  oiicamsiMiaefl 
connected  With  the  detention  of  the  frigate  eeastel- 
lation.  But  it  was  proper  that  be  should  state 
another  fact  in  regard  to  this  purs«r,  which  wooM, 
probably,  account  for  the  origin  of  the  comptaint 
which  the  honorable  member  from  Maine  had  been 
instrumental  in  bringing  before  the  House.  -  He 
had  been  InfonaMd  (and  he  bad  derived  his  iafor- 
maiioB  from  the  highest  and  most  responsible 
source)  that  the  stores  irhiab  tht  pmaem  distribste 
to  the  crews  of  ships  of  war,  aie  divided  into  "n«- 
eewsrio,"  "o*m/or(i,"  and  "Amirif*."  Bread  and 
meat  come  onder  theltead  of  "neeessaiies."  Tea 
and  coffee,  aeooidiiig  to  the  inmrpieiaUM  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  fall  nniler  the  denomination 
of  "comforts;'*  aad  tobacco,  if  you  please,'  aadcr 
that  of  "luxuries;''  that  the  parser  isanthoriaed  ta 
charge  a  much  \aiftt  per  etnlage  of  profits  uptm 
"comftrti"  than  "IwmriM,""  and  that  this  paner 
claimed  the  ri^t  to  charge  for  tea  and  coffee  as  foe 
"Itwuries."  The  Seoieiary  of  the  Navy  forbade 
him  to  do  so,  at  wh^h  the  purser  took  nmbrage, 
and  wished  to  be  detaidied  from  Ihe  vessel,  but  the 
Secretary  refused  to  yield  to  ibis  wish.  This  just 
inuirference  of  the  S«xetary  with  the  plans  and  iB« 
tentions  of  the  purser  had,  no.  donbt,  been  the 
means,  direct  or  indirect,  of  bringing  to  the  const' 
deration  of  the  gentleman  from  Maiae  the  in- 
formalion  npon  this  subject  which  he  had 
felt  constrained  to  lay  before  the  Honst;  and 
he  would  n^w  submit  it  lo  the  eaador  of  that 
gentleman  whether  he  had  treated  the  Secretary 
with  perfect  fairness.  He  would  consider  it  as 
doing  great  injustice  evoi  to  himself,  if,  ihe.strengtb 
of  txptrtt  represeniaiioas,  made  to  him  by  an  on- 
biitered  man,  who  sEould  come  saeaking  to  hin^ 
with  his  tales  of  abuse,  without  the  eourage  and 
maaliness  to  enihorize  bis  name  to-  be.givea  aa 
their  author,  he  shouki  here  chargeibl^  and  atost 
respectable  public  offices  with  official  delinqncnejr. 
The  hoDorable  member  from  Maine  will*  peKeive 
that  I  have  not  forgotten  his  commanication, 
anonymotts  as  to  the  Unue,  aboni  the  "uieKturf 
mUtiia'.' of  Florida. 

So,  also,  in  regard  to  the  eerlificates  for  works  on 
the  foTlifieaiions,  alluded  to  by  several  gentlemen, 
on  which,  it  was  said,  interest  had  been  charged  by 
the  banks,  to  the  prejodiee  of  the  poor  laborers. 
He  understood  the  following  lo  be  the  truth  of  dhis 
natter:  During  the  long  session  ol  Congress,  the 
approations  are  not  generally  made,  till  the  moatb 
of  Jane  or  Jnly.  ^triy  in  the  sprii^  and  ia  anii- 
capationof  the  appropriations,  laboreca  on  ihe  pub* 
lie  irorkd,  being  aot  of  employmeat,  have  gencHK 
ly  been  in  ibe  habit  of  pressinK  the  aapcrittendems 
of  the  works  with  impertnaities  to  jwrmit  ibam 
taeemmeaee  workieg  immediately,  onrhig  lo  take 
their  chanee  of  the  appropriations  being  made. 
Snperialendenis  have  ftequeailjr  yielded  telhtir 
importnnilies,  and  at  theend  of  each  week  given 
them  oertiAeates  of  the  balance  doe  them  for  the 
past  week,  to  be  paid  "isAm* Ike  tffttpiUUmtfir tht 
werkMlumUbemadt."  These  laborers,  peesMd  by 
immediate  want,  have  always  been  more  or  less 
in  the  habit  of  gettiag  these  eeriiflcaies  cashed,  by 
deducting  an  amoost  eqaal  to  the  iaieMst  ap4a 
the  pdiod  wbM  the  «fpr4^riitie«e  WOQld  piotwbljr 


sas 


APPBNDEL  TO  THE  CONORESSIOKAL  OLOSE. 


F^.  1841. 


S6tb  Coiio......2hd  8nt. 


Treantry  Note  Bill — Fmderpotl. 


H.  of  Rep». 


be  nMde;  and  bo  namber  of  any  pvtr  has  ever 
twen  patrioiie  enoagh  to  rise  in  bis  place  and  dc- 
Donnce  this  practice.  It  was  all  oonodered  right — 
.  aeqoiesced  in  by  the  good  men  of  all  parties;  bat 
bow  soon  are  the  sympathies  of  honorable  gentle- 
men for  ,tbe  "poor  laborer",  on  (be  pablie  works 
awakened,  when,  in  eonseqoenoe  of  the  legislation 
of  Congress,  payment  for  his  Tolontarr  labor  has 
been  postponed  fl>r  a  few  momhs.  Tb«  last  ses- 
sion of  Coagress  did  not'  terminate  till  after  ihe 
90th  day  of  Jaly.  On  abont  the  last  day  of  tbc 
session,  an  appropriation  bill  passed  which  con- 
tained a  provision  aathoriaing  and  rrqairing  the 
President  to  postpune  Ihe  appr<n>rialioBS  for  seitain 
pablie  works,  if  in  his  estimation  the  condition  of 
the  Treasury  rcqnire  it.  In  October  last,  appro- 
priations for  some  of  the  works  were,  in  a  mea- 
knre,  snspended.  Still  laborers,  apon  some  of  them, 
iasistfd  apon  going  oo,  preferring  to  labor  on  and 
take  the  chance  of  getting  their  pay,  as  they  bad 
always  been  accusiomed  to  do  daring  the  long  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  tu  being  left  wholly  idle  and  with 
Mtl  empleymeni.  O  rdficates  of  the  amonnt  dae 
iham  lor  their  labor  were  giTen,payab)e,  ihe  most 
of  them  in  Janaary,  1841.  Pressed  by  their  ne- 
oessiiiex,  some  of  ihem  got  tbem  discouoied,  by  de* 
dactiag  the  interest,  not  to  an  anoeriain  period — to 
one  that  might  never  arrive,  as  they  had  volanlari- 
ly  been  wont  to  do,  daring  every  long  session  of 
Coogrefs — battoadsyesrtaiil,  to  which  tbeflerarttc- 
ry  of  War  had  seen  fit  to  poaipone  payment,  na- 
disr  a  power  given  by  an  express  law  of  Congress. 
And  this  was  the  "h§ad  mtdjrimt"  of  the  offending 
ol  the  I^esident  and  Secretary  of  War  against  the  { 
laborers  apon  die  pablie  works.  This  wa*  the 
great  item  of  proaf  relied  upon  by  several  gentle- 
BMii,  to  eaiablish  the  faet,  that  a  most  flagitioos 
"itaM  ^''  polioy  had  distingaished  the  last  year  of 
^is  administration.  Now,  he  wbald  pat  it  to  his 
eolleogne  [Mr.  BaaiiAaD]  whether  he  had  not  yield- 
ed too  creda'oiw  an  ear  to  garraloas  informers, 
who  had  commanieated  to  him  information  wiihout 
daring  to  make  public  their  names,  information  too, 
upon  which  he  felt  aatborixed  to  foaad  "isipMek- 
■wna"  against  a  high  officer  of  the  GtovermneBt. 
He  mast  bete  be  permitted  to  say,  that  with  all  his 
coUeagne's  professioas  of  candor;  notwithstanding 
his  express  disavowal  of  any  intention  "to  assail 
tlta  Administration  or  any  body  eenneeted  with  ii,^' 
he  had  in  his,  (Mr.  V.^)  estimatioD,  done  this 
same  Administration  most  glaring  iojostiee,  and 
had  confirmed  him  in  the  conviction  of  what  he 
had  long  believed,  that  these  gentlemen  wbo  were 
londest  in  professions  of  fairness  were  generally 
fUntesi  in  its  performance. 

Again:  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  tells  us 
in  his  annual  report,  that  ibe  receipts  for  1841  will 
amoant  to  f34,160,000,  vir: 
Costoms  •  .  •119,000,000 

Lands  -  .  .  .      3,500,000 

Miseellaneotis  ...  .  80,000 

BaUnee   in  Tteasary,  Jaaoary  lit, 

1841  ....      1S80.85S 


«S4,160,855 
That  oar  expenditures' for  the  year  are  estimated 
as  follows: 

For  ordinary  purposes  -  .  1 1 9,350,000 

Debtof  the  Distrietof  Colambia     -        149  000 
Bademption  of  Treasury  notes  •      4,500,000 

133,899,000 
It  is  said  that  the  Secretary  is  wild  in  his  calcn- 
latiaat;  that  our  receipts  will  not  come  ap  to 
twenty  ftmr  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  our  ex. 
peadiinres  wiH  far  exceed  |33,899,000.  On  what 
gnund  do  the  great  impraebinic  pfities,  who  have 
antaied  the  Ikis  against  the  Secretary,  undertake 
to  impeach  his  aoeoracyT  Why,  one  gentleman 
tells  us  that  bis  "  aiMNial  gustfti,"  have  been 
wefully  wide  of  the  nark;  and  that,  therefore,  tit 
estimaiea  are  not  entitled  lo  any  confidence  at  our 
bands.  Prom  the  speeehet  of  these  distln. 
guished  adept*  in  finance,  it  would  leem,  that 
in  the  annual  estimates  of  the  various  heads 
of  the  fiscal  departments  of  your  Ck»ver»- 
mcat,  BO  disesepandes  ever  occurred  before 
Mr.  Woodbury  esue  toto  <  Sea.  It  bas  become 
e«}ii9ly  ipo  tabi^MMa  bSMBfi  (Imh  who  ktn 


any  pretensions  to  fairness  or  jnstie*,  lo  sf  eak  of 
the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  terms  ap- 
plicable to  only  Ihe  Prinoe  of  Blaoderers.  The  flip- 
pancy with  which  mere  smaitfrers  in  finance  in- 
dulge in  this  train  of  remarks,  bas  long  since  satis- 
fied me  (bat  tbey  are  prompted  to  ii  rolely  by  the 
consideration  OuUithMt  iteom4  foAvmMt.  He  re- 
gardcd  Mr.  Woodbury  as  a  most  faiihlul  and  in- 
valnable  public  officer,  one  whose  reputation,  as 
the  fiscal  bead  ol  yonr  Oovernment,  woald  survive 
the  captions  criticisms  of  bitter,  unfair,  and  prrja- 
diced  opponents.  He  held  in  bis  band  s  table  of 
estimates  and  receipts  of  ibe  Gorcrnmeni  for  the 
last  twealy-fitre  yeai  s,  from  which  it  appeared  that, 
with  the  exception  of  the  single  bloated  year  of 
1836,  Ibe  average  diffrreoce  between  the  estimates 
and  receipts  in  respect  to  customs,  bad  been  less, 
under  Mr.  Woodbarjr's  administratioa,  than  under 
any  aflministratioa  of  the  finances  within  thai  pe- 
riod. In  1816,  under  Mr.  Dallas,  the  receipln  from 
customs  were  estimated  at      .  .  |31, 000,000 

Tbeaciaal  receipts  from  that  source- 

weie  .  .  .  .    36.306,874 


>     Difference    .  .  .    15,306,874 

Jb  1833,  Mr.  McLane  estimated  the  receipts  irom 

custnms  at     °        .  .  .  |31,000,000 

The    actual  receipts    from  customs 

were  .  .  .  .    89,033,508 


Dtfferencc    .  .    |8.033,508 

This  table  is  at  the  service  of  gentlemen.  Tbey 
are  welcome  to  look  at  It,  and  repent  if  tbey  are 
conseieniious  men,  of  their  unjust  denonciations 
againvt  Mr.  Woodbuiy,  for  what  they  have  poliii- 
eally  denominated  bis  *'te<U  gfMiscs." 

How  small,  after  all,  the  discrepancy  between 
th«  estimates  and  actual  receipts  of  last  year  I  In 
December,  M39,  the  Secretary  estimated  the  re- 
ceipts from  oidinaiy  source*  at  -  ||f  18  500,000 
The  actual  receipts  were       •  •    17,119,000 

Difference  only  -  •  -    f  1,48 1,000 

Had  Congress,  as  the  Secretary  reeommeaded, 
graduated  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  created 
a  few  more  land  districts,  enough  would,  most  pro- 
bably, have  been  realized,  not  only  to  have  covered 
the  above  estimate,  but  to  have  paid  the  outstand- 
ing Tieasary  notes.  But  let  him  (Mr.  V.)  ask 
here,  whether  the  specimens  and  evidences  of  the 
financial  skill  of  the  gentlemen  wbo  had  so  nnoere- 
moniously  impeached  the  accuracy  of  the  Secre- 
tary, were  so  striking  as  to  give  any  very  great 
weight  to  their  "impeachmenis."  daite  the  con- 
trary, in  his  estimation.  He  trnst»d  he  bed  al- 
ready; in  same  measure,  "impttlUd"  the  im- 
peacfaers.  He  had  shown,  he  thought,  pretty  con- 
clusively, that  Ihe  existence  of  a  huge  national  debt 
wos  the  mere  dream  of  healed  partisans;  ibot  the 
facts  and  figures  pal  forth  in  support  of  it  bad  been 
must  successfully  turned  against  their  authors. 
Now  he  begged  leave  to  call  (he  atteniinn  of  ihe 
cmnauttee  to  the  very  discordant  character  of  the 
means  and  data  by  which  tbey  sought  to  impeach 
the  accural  of  the  Secretary.  His  colleague;  [Mr. 
BARH4itD,]  in  his  table,of  "gufsses"  and  "probabili. 
tie.«,"  made  all  the  charges  on  the  Treamry  for 
1841  amoant  to         •  -  •  197.669,000 

And  the  receipts  of  the  same  year  to  -    30,043,618 

DefieU    ....    1(7,536,383 
The  gentleman  from  Mainey  In    his    table  of 
"ftMMM"  and  "probabilities,"  made  all  the  de- 
mands on  the  Treasury  for  1841       •  131,6^5  000 
All  the  receipts  to     -  -  -    34,733,000 

Deficit  •  -  -    |6,9C8,000 

Now,  how  different  the  process  by  wbich  tbey 
obtained  their  rc«p'c;ive  results.  The  gentleman 
from  Maine  had  beaten  his  colleague  in  his  es'i- 
mate  of  ekcwj^ei  on  the  year,  in  the  sum  of  f4,116,- 
000,  and  still  bis  collesgae  bad  beaten  bim  in 
cypherinc  out  a  d^fieltney  by  the  sum  of  nearly  a 
nflllion  of  dollars  I  How  bad  be  done  thist  Why, 
he  bad  cyphered  ilmm  the  resources  of  Ibe  year  lo 
OLly  130,043,389;  whereas  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  admitted  that  they  would  amount  to  |34,- 
793,000;  but  to  make  his  sum  come  out  to  his 
\0^f,  be  bad  fjpbertd  ty  the  cb»rges  oo  t)ie 


Treasury  more  than  four  millions  of  dollars  Hgha' 
iban  his  fellow  impeaeher  <  So  that  one  afrianrt 
to  ezeel  in  cyphering  tip,  wti  the  other  in  cypher- 
ing down,  and  between  two  ariihmetieiaBi  so  ex- 
pert in  their  respective  Imes,  it  was  very  dUfeoh  to 
sky  what  would  become  of  poor  Mr.  WooAaiy. 
The  agRregaie  amount  of  their  ddTereaees  «aa 
18,796,383 1 !  The  one  contended  that  Mr.  Wood- 
bury's estimate  of  receipts  from  easioas  was 
much  loo  high;  the  other  admitted  that  the  reeeipes 
from  thii  source  would,  no  doubt,  come  «p  to  the 
Secretary^  estimates;  and  still,  wtih  all  their  ea»- 
tradietioos,  clashiogt,  and  ditcrepanciea,  tatj 
seemed  to  "lay  the  flattering  nadion  to  their  aovls" 
that  they  had  succeeded  in  impeachiaic  the  aceara^, 
if  sot  the  integii<y ,  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trusatj. 

The  "selfcoogratolations"  (f  the SeereUry, aa 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  saw  flt  to  desifnaie  a 
paragraph  or  two  of  his  asnoal  report,  had  formed 
Ibe  subject  of  no  little  sarcasm  wiih  that  hoBorabia 
member.  The  Secretary  had,  indeed,  cause  m  che- 
rish pride  in  reviewing  bis  official  career.  Was  it 
not  mneh  to  the  credit  of  that  officer,  that,  during 
the  last  four  yearr,  when  individuals,  banks,  aad 
even  SMct,  bad  been  brought  into  dtshonor  by  a 
failure  to  meet  their  Engagements,  this  aorerasneat 
had  maintained  its  credit  unimpaired,  aolwiih- 
standing  two  suspensions  by  the  baakkt  Was  it 
not  Uue  that  the  Government  had,  witbia  ibe  laat 
six  years,  paid  all  its  cun^nt  expenditaica,  aa  well 
as  ths~  extraordinary  ones,  of 'ladiaB  wan  and 
treaties,  and  deposited  with  the  Slates  twea^-eigiht 
Bullions  of  doUars,  without  imposiBg  any  addi- 
tional taxes  on  the  people;  without  eieaung  a  'aew 
funded  debt;  and  that,  tco,  under  the  process  of 
biennial  reductions  of  the  tariff?  Did  not  such  a 
levitw  furnish  Intimate  and  most  abundant  canae 
of  seU-congtatulatioa7 

Lastly.  It  was  contended  by  the  gcBtleaen  who 
bad  preceded  him,  that  the  deficit  whiefa  they  lasm 
ed  to  imagine  they  had  cyphered  out,  ought  K  be 
supplied  by  imposing  an  immediate  tax  oa  silks 
and  wines.  To  this  he,  Mr.  V.  would  respond, 
that  if  the  receipts  from  sources  that  now  existed 
were  sufficient  to  tarry  the  (iovemment  ihroagh 
the  year  as  he  bad  attempted  to  prove,  why  shoald 
we,  a  defeated  parly,  relieve  our  victorious  adver- 
saries from  the  responsibility,  or  rob  them  of  the 
glory,  of  adjusting  a  new  tariff  of  dutiesi  We  all 
know,  sir,  that  next  year,  there  must  be  a  revisioa 
of  the  whole  tariff.  The  work  could  be  better 
done  as  a  wk«t<  than  by  piecimnU.  We  appteei- 
ate  Ihe  kindness  and  disinterestedness  wUeh 
prompt  you  to  ask  us  to  share  with  you  the  ghMy  of 
this  great  work;  bat  we  are.  willing  to  foicgo  all 
Ibe  profit  and  honor  of  an  undertaking  which  kgi- 
mately  belongs  to  you. 

A  Ux  upon  luxuries— upon  silks  and  wines- 
articles  ctmsumed  only  by  the  rich.     This  was 
quits    an  adeaptandvim  proposition; but  it  would 
be  vastly  more,  taking  in  its  character,  if  aeeompa- 
nied  with  a  proponiion,  to  relieve,  in  tlie  laeaa  tioMv 
from  taxation,  necessaries  consumed  by  the  poor; 
but  while  you  pick  tne  pockets  of  the  rich  aader  Ibe 
wine  and  silk  tax,  do  you  propose  lo  liyhtea  tSebar- 
tbeos  of  the  poor  in  the  same  ratiot    By  no  means. 
You  continue  lo  make  all  your  present  exaetioos 
from  the  poor,    Glorious  charily  and  beneftaeBoe 
Ibis!!    Ill*  very  like  robbing  the  poor,  and,  ic- 
stead  of  making  restitution  to  them,  atoning  fc-r 
yoar  offence  by  robbing  the  rich  also.     There  was 
much  force  in  the  admonition  of  Ibe  gentlenaB 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  that  we  should  con- 
sider, well  consider,  aad  pause,  before  we  did  aay 
act  which  might,  by  possibility,  diminish  the  eca- 
samption  of  our  great  staple,  cotton,  in  Fraaee. 
He  (Mr.  V.)  had  long  looked  upon  ibe  iocteaae  of 
that  consumption  as  one  of  the  brightest  proayecls 
of  the  exporting  section  of  onr  country.     Beware 
how  yoQ  interrere  with  it.    Begin  not  the  work,  ia 
the  offensive  form  now  proposed,  by  singliag  oat 
for  taxation,  from  among  the  long  list  of  free  arti- 
cle-s  articles  of  French  manufacture  alone.    Kng- 
land  constantly  thrt^aieni  lo  foster,  to  erea>e  a  rival 
in  the  Bast  for  the  growth  of  our  great  staple. 
France  bas  indulged  in  ne  sach  aaflrieadly  threats. 
She  has  not  held  or  eneoaraged  any  'SurU^  tm- 
wiitioH,"  10  destroy  your  domestic  iBStftations.    Yoa 
will  soon  haye  tjie  pppornmitjr  of  rrachin|  l^qr  int. 
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der  circumstaDces  I«m  offeasire,  when  yon  come 
to  ttyiim  yoar  whole  t«tiff  of  daiies.  Yon  wiU 
then,  if  all  tlie  mad  and  magniflMU  schemes  of 
the  day  are  to  be  consamuiat^.  be  not  only  Aaiho- 
lized,  bat  compellad,  u>  laz  silks  Md  wines,  pei^ 
liapa,  f«r  beyond  (he  maximam  of  yonr  eompro- 
miM  bill.  Yes,  distribute  the  procerds  of  the  pub* 
lie  lands  among  the  Siat«8 — rais^,  by  datie«,  tnoagh 
to  supply  the  Tacaam — aad  yon  will  require  more 
ibAn  twenty  per  cent,  dnty  upon  all  imports  to  snp- 
pMt  your  Oovemmem.  And  then,  for  the  eonse- 
lalisn  of  the  Sonthera  wing  M  the  great  Whig 
army,  let  me  say  that,  with  the  benefit  of  exchange, 
cash  dniits,  and  home  valuation,  the  Yankees  will 
have  infinitely  the  best  of  the  bargain. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  HAND, 

OF  NEW  YORK, 
InlHeHvuit  qf  lieprt$,nUtU>tt,  Mondtxy,  March  1, 
1841 — In  Commitiee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  UnioD,  on  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
certain  foriificauons  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  on  a  motion  to  substitute 
ths  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  for  the  one  under  e:>n$ideraiion. 
Mr.  HAND  said:  be  itincerely  hoped  th«  substi- 
tution would  be  made.     If  it  was  proposed  to  pro- 
vide for  the  defences  of  the  coontry,  it  was  dejira- 
ble  it  shoald  be  done  systematically.    Besides,  in- 
creasing the  few  works  in  the  bill  from  the  Com- 
mi'tee  of  Ways  and  Means   to   the    additional 
amount  proposed  in  the  bill  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  would  result,  perhap;,  in  the 
passage  of  the  former  with  ihis  augmentation  as  to 
these  particular  works,  and  in  the  neglect  of  the 
others  in  the  last  mentioned  bill,  thereby  not  only 
producing  very  unequal  legislalion,  but  pushing 
forward  some  stations  with  increased  vigor,  while 
others  of  admitted  paramount   importance,  by  the 
mere  forms  of  legislation,  would  remain  entirely 
neglected.    By  adopting  the  general  bill  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  the  founda- 
tion of  a  system  would  be  laid,  which,  when  com- 
pleted, would  place  this  nation  in  a  state  of  com- 
parative safety.     He  knew  it  was  usual,  on  these 
geiieral  appropriation  bills  to  be  very  diffuse  as  to 
topi^.     Xtie  tariff,  distribution  of  the  public  lands, 
the    "gr^at  political  change,"  and  various  other 
matters,  had  recently  been  very  liberally  comment- 
ed  txpoD.    For  himself,  he  had  settled  views  on 
most  of  these  subjects,  which  he  would  express, 
shoald  bis  dnty  cati  upon  him  to  do  so;  but  he  pre- 
ferred in  discussionnot  to  mix  up  matter;  so  im- 
jwrtant. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  was  one  of  thoee  who  believe  we 
may  have  war  with  England;  not  soon,  probably, 
but  before  our  present  dit£culties  with  ibat  nation 
are  definitively  adju!>ted.  England,  if  she  woold, 
eaonot  long  remain  quiet.  She  has  an  immense  na- 
val and  military  power,  which  she  supports  at  an 
enormous  annual  expense,  which  bears  heavy 
on  her  working  classes;  and  the  people  will  not 
long  consent  to  that  burden,  if  that  power  long 
ooniinne  inactive.  The  "concerii"  requires  busi- 
ness. Bat,  agaifi.  Whoever  htlii  watched  England 
since  the  commencement  of  (his  eenliiry,  may  well 
believe  in  the  probabiliiy  of  a  change  in  the  inter- 
nal aS^irs  of  that  great  people.  The  ma»  will, 
perhaps,  not  always  be  quiescent  in  their  present 
condition.  Their  Oevernment  will,  therefore,  en- 
deavor to  divert  them  by  the  excitement  of  war — 

"Leal  reet,  ud  lying  sUll,  migtu  Di^e  thorn  look 
Too  uear  unto  my  Btaie." 

So  too,  in  time,  thart  high-aeunding  boast  of 
"mistress  of  the  ocean"  will  become  iiluome  to  us, 
partieaiarly  if  it  is  occasioaally  forced  upon  our 
rMoUeelioa  by  a  too  haughty  bearing  or  insolent 
aggiession*  When  that  supremacy  shall  be  made 
a  point,  then  ia  tenth  the  contest  will  bea  severe 
one.  Indeed,  our  difficnltics  with  ihai  country 
seem  gtadoally  to  thicken.  That  iu  relation  to  lh« 
Northwest  Territory  he  deemed  most  iiaportaiii, 
and  when  that  shall  be  agitated,  he  looked  for  the 
raptBre  which  he  thonght  their  eomtuned  diffioal- 
ties  might  uhioately  produce.  Moch  had  been 
$atd  about  McLeod.  Uptm  ihat  subject  he  did  not 
propose  to  dwell.  He  wonM  only  say,  with  refer- 
ence to  q9ff«  BtriQtnrf*  thttt  hM  hcfit  miide  here 


upon  the  ebullition  of  feeling  which  had  occasiua- 
ally,  in  times  past,  shown  itself  on  the  Northern 
flroniier,  thai,  while  he  held  that  every  man  should 
do  nothing  unbecomiBg  a  good  citizen,  yet  gentle- 
men at  a  distance  from  the  transactions  might 
judge  with  too  much  seventy.  None  but  those 
who  were  witnesies  to  the  intolerable  wrongs  done 
by  the  exercise  of  that  bnlt-dog  spirit  which  some- 
times characterizes  a  provincial  domination  should 
judge  of  the  high  feeling  of  condemnation  they 
might  produce.  Were  they  ia  daily  intercourse 
with  the  victims,  they  might  perhaps  allow  even 
good  citizens  to  "sympathize." 

But  bis  object  (oontinaed  Mr.  H.)  was  to  speak 
of  the  defences  »f  the  country.  He  was  for  adopt- 
ing some  (teneral  plan,  the  progress  of  the  comple- 
tion of  which  should  at  least  keep  pace  with  the 
resources  of  the  country,  and,  if  the  emergency  re- 
quired it,  be  pressed  without  stint  or  delay.  Mo 
plan  had  recommended  itself  to  his  mind  so  mneh 
as  a  system  of  forttticktions.  The  question 
with  some  gentlemen  seemed  to  be  between 
fortifications  and  an  inci«ase  of  the  Navy.  He 
was  in  noway  opposed  to  the  Navy.  It  had 
been,  and  would  be  again,  the  pride  of  the 
nation,  and  ha  would  keep  it  on  a  respectable 
fooling.  But  he  would  give  a  fear  rea- 
sons, why,  in  time  of  peace,  we  sh^nkl 
establish  a  line  of  fortification*  in  preferencfi,  per- 
haps, to  any  thing  else.  But  he  would  first  re- 
mark npon  an  objection  now  frequently  heard, 
and,  indeed,  strongly  urged  in  the  debate  on  this 
qnestion  by  the  gentleman  from  Somh  Carolina, 
[Mr.  PiOKBiis,]  that  fortifications  were  becoming 
useless,  owing  lo  the  improvemente  in  the  art  of 
war.  He  was  aware  that  such  things  had  been 
said,  and  predicted  by  some  who  pretend  lo  under- 
stand the  subject.  But  hs  (Mr.  H.)  had  given  the 
subject  some  attention,  and  so  had  the  War  De- 
partment, as  appeared  by  the  able  documents  fui^ 
nishfd  US  last  session;  and,  firom  all  he  could  atcer- 
tain,  the  changes  rendered  fortifications  more  indi;- 
pensahle  than  ever.  Indeed,  the  greatest  changes 
appear  to  be  going  oih  in  naval  tactics.  This.ifso, 
would  as  welt  bean  argument  against  the  increa«e 
of  the  navy.  There  is  another  coasidanttion  which 
weighed  much  with  him;  whieb  is,  ihht  England, 
who  could  not  be  supposed  lo  be  mneh  behind  in 
these  improvemcnis,  is  at  this  moment  building  new 
and  rebailding  the  old  fortisssas  in  her  North 
American  possessions,  with  great  care  and  expense, 
which  she  woaki  not  do  i(  die  thonght  them  nse- 
lesv. 

A  system  of  fortifications,  he  thonght,  should  be 
adopted,  because,  too,  it  required  limt  tot  their  exe- 
cution. Such  works,  if  built  efficienlly,  progress 
slowly. .  This  was  not  the  case  wiih  a  navy.  Ma- 
terials for  the  latter  could  be  provided,  and  when 
wanted,  but  a  short  period  would  be  required  fbr 
completion.  This  is  fnlly  illnctrated  by  a  stater 
ment  of  the  time  and  cost  of  repairing  our  nsry, 
kmdiy  furnished  him  by  the  Department,  and 
wWch  he  held  in  his  hand. 

Again;  the  expense  was  comparatively  small. 
The  Secretary  of  War  last  year  sent  os  a  general 
plan  of  fortifications.  This  contained  works  in 
classes.  A,  B,  C;  D,  E,  F.  Omitting  ihnse  ia  F, 
which  are  only  proposed  for  some  late  penod,  and 
the  remainder  will  give  us  ninety-five  forts  for  the 
maniime  frontier  from  Passamaquoddy  to  the  Sa- 
bine, for  less  than  ten  milliouf ;  fourteen  forts,  fte. 
for  the  Northern  frontier,  for  little  more  than  two 
millions;  and  fifteen  barracks  for  the  Western  fron- 
tier, costing  less  than  one  million;  total,  thirteen 
millions.  This  would  ftir«ish  the  two  great  linea. 
of  frontier.  North  and  South,  of  this  nation,  with 
cordons  of  safe  fortifications  for  ages.,  llie  neces- 
sary additional  ordaaace,  and  one  hundred  nmnds 
of  ammuniiion,  can  be  supplied  for  three  and  three- 
fourth  millions;  making  ta  all  but  sixteen  and  thtee- 
foorth  millions.  The  report  on  these  subjects,  and 
upon  the  art  and  science  of  war  generally,  reflects 
great  credit  upon  the  Secretary  and  the  military 
officers,  bis  coadjutors. 

Itis  very  different  with  the  navy;  the  mer«  de- 
cay and  increase  of  which,  since  1816,  has  cost  the 
nation  ihiny-oBe  and  a  qitarier  million*.  Again, 
not  only  the  ezpenae,  but  aaother  argument  in  fa- 
vor of  fortiOsatioDs  is  their  dvability .    Well  bailt, 


they  dilapidate  very  slowly,  aad  are  cheaply  kept 
in  repair.  On  the  cHitrary,  other  means  of  de- 
fence, and  particularly  a  navy,  aresobject  to  de- 
cay. By  the  following  extract  flrom  the  report  of 
Ihs  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners,  transmitted  to 
OS  wiih  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  at 
the  opening  of  this  session,  it  appears  Ihat  tte  ex- 
pease  of  keeping  good  our  naval  armament  u  very 
great 

The  wthnslwl  *•!<»  of  Umm  tokUm,  and  of  th*  Mons  on 
bud  for  their  coin|>l«ioo  or  aqaipmeDt,  aisj  b*«w«d  ualnat 
(he  following  auma: 

Voatla.  SlorM.  Total. 

For  1810,  9,888,000  g|8a8,846  l(,4a^ 

Sain,  6,4M,000  MXSfiis 

UoMj  in  the  Tnaauiy  on  tbo  Ut  Odotar,  1810k 


Showing  a  total  gain  in  Ttliiga  of 


11,353,3m 
1,886,00 

,>ia,789,ae» 


-llMUMMUta  which  hare  beaDsrallabla  tot  thoae 
ota|ecia,  from  181 6  w  IMO,  twth  iooluaira,  have  Ineo: 
Under  gradual  incieaae  of  the  navy   .  .  .  $8,000,000 

Under  gradual  improvement  of  ibe  nary       .  •    3,697,710 

For  building  and  rabuUdiog  reaaala,  apooiaUy  •  D^tn^TlO 

-  16,86^480 


Total 

And  for  npalnand  for  ordnaoe* 

lialciog  the  total  of  avallabloappropriaiioas,  StMaMO 
The  incnaae  offaluea,  as  above  .  IS[no,StS 


dedwsled  from  the  appropiiatKN^Iearee    . 


<u^aa,ni 


aetheamouni  which  haa  beau  azpeoded  to  meet 
the  actual  toes  or  decay,'or  to  preaerve  the  valuta 
which  were  on  band  in  1616. 
XblM  aum  divided  Iqr  28  (the  number  of  jttn  in 
cluded)glvealar  the  annual  leae  sad  decsT  -    8740,143 

or  about  14i  per  cent,  annuatly  on  the  original  coet 
of  the  vaaeda  afloat  in  1818,  which  ware  lit  fbr 
uaval  uae. 

He  begged  not  to  be  misaadetttood.  In  contrast- 
ing the  tw<»  modes  of  defence,  naval  aad  i^iliiaty, 
he  was  not  attempting  to  dispar^  the  former. 
Far  from  it  Bodi  are  absolately  neoeaMiy.  All 
he  was  endeavoring  to  show  is,  t^asooafor  inareat- 
ing  the  latter  now,  if  there  an  meaas  fOr  one  only. 
He  believed  if  the  system  of  fortifieatiotts  proposed 
was  adopted,  the  country,  in  a  short  time,  will  be 
in  a  fair  state  of  defence,  and  that  loo,  withoat  in* 
volviag  it  in  debt^  From  a  staiemeat  the  War 
Departmeat  fomished  him  la^t  session,  he  found 
we  had  68  ve8^els,  three  of  which  aieinenamble,anl 
the  others  could  be  rehaili  or  eompleteiy  ie(«ired 
for  about  five  aad  a  <)«arter  miUioas.  Soihataflec 
the  ejqpeoditure  of  ahost  twentvtvo  millions,  w« 
should  have  liM  foris,  Ae.  and  7,348  oannoa  on 
land,  (now  4,708)  65  vessels  of  war,  bearing.3,036 
gun",  and  about  630,000  muskets,  besides  all  the 
munitions  of  war  in  the  hands  of  the  StaMs. 

But  there  were  other  reasons  why  he  was  in  fa- 
vor of  adopting  a  system  of  fbrtifieations.  This 
nation,  irom  its  position  and  the  genius  of  the  peo- 
ple, will  net  make  war  for  territory,  profit,  or  ag- 
gHmdizeiaentw  It  has  more  larriiery  than  its  peo- 
ple can  occupy,  with  an  extensive  frontier;  uid 
that  people  have  a  national  avetaivn  to  iamiease 
armaments,  larg*  standing  armies,  and  heavy  taxa- 
tion. Nordoihey  expeetto  defend  their  frontier 
by  a  constant  force.  Upon  the  militiaman,  well 
armed,  defending  his  own  fireside,  mast  this  natioa 
depend  to  repel  invasion.  We  shikll  aet  on  the  de- 
fensive, aad  jiursue  the  coarse  of  onward  prosperi* 
ly,  in  thsquiet  pathsof  peace  as  mneh  as  pocsiUe. 
May  it  always  be  so.  A  distingaished  writer  mys: 
"Happy  the  nation  whose  histery  is  dnil  aad  mono-' 
tononv."  But  if  disturbed,  with  fort  fteaUons  as 
rallying  points,  and  as  convenient  depositories  of 
aims,  with  just  regulars  enough  to  keep  the  forts 
and  their  oontenu  ia  order  for  any  emetgettcgr,  the 
test  may  be  left  to  the  freemen  of  the  lead,  at  least 
until  the  natioa  is  ^nrly  involved  in  the  icgoiar 
coofiicts  of  a  settled  war.  Mr.  H.  said  he  had 
great  reliance  on  the  oulitia.  We  have  now  about 
one  and  a  half  millionaoiganistd,  aitd  probably  at 
least  three  m'llions  of  our  oitisens  are  able  u>  beat 
arms,  and  most  of  them  familiar  with  their  nse. 
These  must  always  be  formidable  to  an  invading 
foe.  They  have  indeed  already  pre-eminently 
proved  ihemaelvw  so.  He  had,  a  matter  of  cari- 
osity, made  a  few  estimates  from  the  battles  fooght 
on  land,  during  the  last  war  with  England,  as  gi^  en 
in  Niles's  Register.  Of  these  there  were  35,  aad  ' 
about  70,000  Americans,  and  102,000  British 
1  troops,  were  the  affiregatea  engaged.  In  them 
about  9,300  ef  the  Britim  were  l(i4ed  itod  woqi)4 
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ed.  The  vbole  namber  of  British  killed  and 
woDDded  was,  to  ibe  whole  nomber  of  Americaiis 
entaged,  about  as  one  to  ^e▼f  n  and  a  half.  In  the  ten 
battles  fottght  by  aboot  1 6,000  regulars  aloae,  the  Bri- 
ijth  billed  and  wounded  were  lo  the  Amtrieans  en- 
gaged as  one  to  nine  and  four-ifths.  And  in  ten 
baules  fought  by  about  18,000  militia  and  volun- 
teers alone,  the  Britiib  killed  and  wounded  were  to 
the  Americans  engaged  as  one  to  five.  He  spoke 
th^  with  no  purposeio  dishonor  our  gallant  army. 
They  hnd  ercetled  the  best  troops  of  Europe.  Bat 
this  will  be  so  almost  from  the  nature  of  thiogs. 
Their  officers  are  gallant  fellows,  bat  ihe  mode  of 
flring  is  different.  Beside,  the  regulits  have  cer- 
tain imperious  and  systematic  duties  to  pcrfurat, 
and  even  the  battle  groand  is  often  the  field  where 
advantage  is  soogbt  by  seicBtific  military  manoBU- 
Tre.  On  the  conirary,  the  militia  are  usually  calird 
oat  to  resist  invasion,  aad  the  whole  battle  is  often 
a  trial  of  iadividaal  skill  by  keen  and  excited 
marksmen,  making,nnder  Csvorable  circamsianres, 
awful  havoc  among  troops  moving  in  compact 
military  order.  While  engaged,  their  sole  buii- 
ness  is  killing. 

Bat  (added  Mr.  H.)  he  did  not  intend  to  detain 
the  committee  too  long,  and  should  not  have  spoken 
at  all,  were  it  not  for  the  deep  aoziety  he  felt  for 
some  defence  on  the  frontier  of  the  district  he  had 
th:  honor  to  represent.  He  wss  surprised  lo  hear 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
reign Affairs,  fay  that  in  esse  of  a  war  wiih  Knf- 
Und,  ihe  Canadas  would  n«i  be  the  theatre  of  ac- 
tion. He  Ihonght  differently.  Every  thing  tended 
toconvince  him  to  tb*  contrary.  After  troups  have 
been  transported  3,000  miles,  it  was  very  probable, 
that  in  moat  cases;  they  would  debark  in  their  own 
territory,  where  they  had' a  place  of  repose,  prepara- 
tion, and  safety.  Tbis  was  a  natural,  almost  an 
inevitable  eonssquenee,  unless  the  expedition  wa« 
on  some  particolar  service.  This,  at  all  evehts, 
conld  ha^ly  be  oiherwise,  in  case  of  a .  rapture 
withia  a  few  years.  The  troops  are  already  in 
Canada,  and  a  strong  fore*  there,  woald  be  indis^ 
pensable. 

With  thes  views,  he  begged  lo  (all  the  atteniion 
of  the  committee  to  the  defenceless  state  of  Lake 
Cfaamplain,  No  man  could  shot  bis  eyes  to  its 
importance.  It  has  been  the  beawn  track  of  war 
for  Ihe  last  centary.  Its  position  is  diffisreni  fkom 
that  of  any  other  of  our  waters.  It  heads  in  the 
heart  of  our  coantry,  eroesing  the  line  between  the 
two  nations  at  right  angles,  it  terminates  at  a  safe 
distance  in  the  enemy^  territory.  Besides  all 
this,  it  is  the  first  naturally  feasible  route  of  ingress 
upon  our  people,  after  entering  the  St.  Lawrence. 
Oovenunenl  immediately  after  the  last  war,  acting 
upon  recent  experience,  turned  its  atteniion  to  its 
defence,  bat  onfonanately  before  the  line  was  rsta- 
blirtied.  The  present  Secretary  of  War  and  the 
proper  boreau  have  repeatedly  pressed  the  impor- 
laace  of  this  plaea  apon  our  consideration.  Every 
one  eoineides  in  opinion  with  tbem.  The 
Britisb,  too,  know  its  importance.  Strong  fortifi- 
eatiODS  command  4beir  portion  of  it,  and  a  canal 
openiDg  navigation  into  it,  is  nearly  ccmpleied  by 
Ihem.  Indeed  ibey  had  gone  so  far,  and  were  co 
solicitoas,  as  appeared  by  affidavits  in  his  posscE- 
sion,  as  lo  snrvey  the  lake  in  the  vicinity  of  our 
conumplated  tortifieations.  He  earnestly  en- 
treated that  Ibis  work  might  not  be  delay«l  any 
longen  and  as  it  is  ynbiaeed  in  the  bill  proposed 
to  be  sabstituted,  he  hoped  that  would  be  done. 

Oat  wcard  more,  and  he  was  done.  Some  hers 
htveeaatioatd  agaiiMt  a  loo  free  expression  of  sen- 
tiaenlB,  for  fear  of  provoking  a  war  before  we  are 
pieparsd.  He  deprecated  war,  so  did  bis  consti- 
taenls.  Bat  be  should  do  ibem  injustice  to  intl- 
Bate  that  tkey  woald  not  boldly  denoanee  all  ag- 
_gtessioB,  no  matter  by  whom  offferrd  to  our  country, 
without  refeieoce  to  die  progress  of  preparation. 
Whenever  eoc  natieiiat  honor  is  insulted,  tb«y  are 
always  ready. 

Nan.— ftwa  ■  MatuDWI  famtahcd  Mr.  n.  (torn  ifaa  Navr 
CoDuninionan'  Office  in  April,  IMO^  sbowing  Uw  tins  k 
woOld  require  lo  repair,  rebuud,  Ac.  our  veaaele  of  war,  it  tp- 
p««e  Otat  13  ttmtu,  boiJdinf,  eouM  be  completed  in  Uie  are- 
nf*  lima  of  IM  dan2l  lapairad  and  equipped  rrady  lor  laa  la 
A*  altarage  ti jie  oflg  days,  and  6  thea  la  conmlnHa  at  tsa  in 

»»  ipfun  ihai  ih*  etQtiiiMgnw. 


bare  contracted  for  timber  for  15  sliipa  oflhe  line,  18  frigate*,  16 
flloopaofwar.Sueamerd,  and  9  biifB  orachoonera. 

We  bare  thinj'aiz  veaaela  in  eommiariuo.  From  an  Engliah 
militacT  periodical,  it  appaara  thai  the  Britiah  Govemment 
iiave  iM  vesaelfl  of  war  in  comroieBiOD  bearing  3,725  guns— 31 
of  ihaae  were  bi  North  America. 

Extract  firom  list  of  reaaela,  Ac  ol  BriUab  mrj,  in 
work: 


Name  of 


Niasara  20 


ComBiandar. 


Capt.  Sanborn 


Canada  leiS 


Station. 


1838UtkeaorCaaada 


(Tbia,  if  ao,  muat  be  in  direct  Tiolailon  oftraa^) 

'rbeaarrie  wort  ^wet  ihe  armies  an\!  navia  of  Btiropc- 


T** 

-•* 

Mta. 

(5(«3 

Men, 

i! 

Qrell  Uritain     - 

m.ooo 

NaplM    - 

a),ooo 

■i 

RUMia    - 

66U.000 

;ffn 

Sardinia  - 

atHiMij 

s 

France     - 

3»»,000 

•Mi) 

Norway  - 

lanw 

Auiiria    ■ 

297  .UOO 

i 

Greece     - 

1U,(!(II1 

:i 

l"rii»(ii   - 

167.001 

t 

iiiatceefiboPupe 

9,1  K.I 

1 

lE..lltrid  ■ 

73.ai(i 

Irt 

Hano»«r  - 

10,70' 

1 

&fi-iin 

10.(11)0 

Batuia  - 

J.I.OCO 

Btl^ium. 

SftOCKI 

sSaiooy    - 

IJ,IM(I 

Sw.iden  - 

4)nno(i 

7 

Wuftemburg 

11,000 

Dconiark 

SSjtXIU 

i 

(he  arerage  limf  of  90  davt. 
ar  thalT  r<'PO«  in  m(,  t 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  UNDERWOOD, 

OF  KENTUCKY, 

In  the  Home  tf  BtpnttntuUves,  F^ruary  30,  1841 — 
On  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Civil 
and  Diplomatic  Service  of  the  year  1841. 
Mr.  UNDBRWOOD  said  that,  the  world  over, 
man  wss  the  creature  of  the  cirenmstances  by 
which  he  was  surrounded.  His  opinions,  motives, 
and  actions,  had  their  origin  in  the  animate  and  in- 
animate objects  which  weie  consianily  operating 
upon  him,  affecting  his  senses,  and  through  tbem 
his  intellecinal  powers,  and  thns  forming  the  cha- 
racter and  directing  the  conduct  of  life.  These 
circumstances,  according  to  my  observatioD,  said 
Mr.  U.  "define  the  position"  of  members  in  this 
body.  The  impartial  spectator,  regsirding  the  cir- 
cumstances by  which  members  are  surrounded, 
will  perceivie  their  true  position  more  accurately 
than  by  taking  it  from  their  own  flattering  dcfiof- 
lions.  In  viewing  tbe  position  of  members,  and 
defining  it  for  myself,  (here  are  some  striking  cbarar- 
teristies  in  the  different  attimdes  presented  by  the 
Representatives  of  the  people.  There  is  an  Allan- 
tie  or  seaboard  position,  which  does  not  harmonizs 
altogether  with  mine;  whjch  U  entirely  inland  or 
"backwoods."  There  is  a  city  position,  which 
contrasts  very  strikingly  with  the  village  or  coantry 
position,  which  most  of  us  on  this  floor  occupy. 
There  is  a  Northern  and  a  Southern  positioB:  and 
a  limner  to  the  debates  in  both  branches  of  Con- 
gress would  almost  conclude  that  our  sole  business 
here  was  to  inform  mankind,  ay,  sir,  the  whole 
universe,  exactly  where  We  stood,  and  how  we 
stood;  or,  in  the  parliamentary  language  of  the 
day,  to  "define^my  position." 

I  have  no  vanity  which  promp's  me  to  believe 
that  the  fate  of  my  coantry,  that  its  weal  or  wo,  is 
dependent,  to  any  great  extent,  upon  what  I  say  or 
do.  Nor  am  I  so  humble  as  to  believe  that  argu- 
ments, baaed  upon  popular  rights,  enforcing  tbe 
trath,  and  demanding  justice,  will  be  entirely  du'- 
regarded,  because  they  emanate  from  one  of  "my 
position."  Sir,  I  claim  to  be  identified  in  feeling 
and  in  principle  with  the  great  mass  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  Like  that  mass,  I  was  bornw  enjoy 
or  to  waste  no  rich  inheritance.  My  ancestors  did 
not  enable  me,  by  the  fruits  of  their  labor,  to  »pend 
a  life  of  erimikal  idleneos,  or  to  devote  my  lime  lo 
literary  and  scientific  parraite,  living  at  ease  upon 
a  targe  aaaaal  income,  or  to  play  the  part  ot  the 
man  of  basioess,  wieldiog  a  larige  capital,  nacon- 
scioos  of  the  toil  and  labor  wbieb  aeeomulated  it. 
Like  that  mass,  I  have  been  compelled.  Of  neeessi- 
ty,  to  labor  diligently  in  my  vocation  for  the  means 
to  fumiBh  food,  rainient,  and  shelter  for  myself  and 
family.  I  rqoioe  in  the  institutions  of  my  coun- 
try. They  have  enabled  me  to  rite  to  a  seat  on 
this  floor.  They  present  an  open  field  in  which 
every  ciiizen'may  tabor  lo  advanoe  his  fortunes; 
and  in  which  taeh  workingman,  no  matter  what 
may  be  his  trade  or  professioB,  is  care  lo  obtain,  ia 
Ihe  cad,  a  lewwd  preponioiwd  to  bi«  merit, 


"My  position,"  and  inclination  also,  require  that 
I  ehould  condemn  extravagance;  that  I  i>hoald  at- 
tempt to  reform  abases,  and  that  I  thoukl  endea- 
vor, by  wise  laws,  to  secure  peace,  safety,  and  hap- 
piness for  the  people.  There  are  two  classes  of 
poUticiaa!-:  one  is  always  aeta'ated  by  principko, 
tbe  other  is  always  busied  ia  the  fortunes  of  msb- 
The  one  gees  for  tbe  coantry,  the  greatest  good  of 
the  greatest  number;  tbe  other  goes  for  the  per- 
sonal advancement  of  the  membos  of  a  pony,  (tor 
the  promotion  of  a  clique  greedy  for  "spoils."  Ia 
t';e  ranks  of  tbe  one  you  may  find,  a  high  and  lefty 
paiT'otism,  a  i  enerosiiy  and  nobleness  of  parpoae, 
which  comprehends  all  intereais  and  every  portait 
by  its  benevolent  and  dignified  leg^ative  aeiiaa. 
In  the  ranks  of  the  other  yon  Kay  look  for  low 
cunning  and  sinister  nunoenvres  to  ekvaie  or  to 
poll  down  individasis,  just  as  Uiis  or  that  pony 
object  may  be  accomplished  by  it.  It  is  in  ite 
class  you  may  expect  to  find  despicable  coaliiioas 
for  selfish  objects.  And  it  is  hers  that  yoa  may 
look  for  men  devoted  to  politics  more  for  ihe  love 
of  the  emoluments  of  office  than  for  the  Ugheat 
glory  of  our  nature,  tbe  satisfaction  of  doing  good 
as  a  public  benefactor. 

I  will  never  form  an  alliance  with  those  whote 
political  life  is  spent  in  putting  up  or  patting  down 
particular  individuals  for  selfish  pnipoMS.  I  will 
never  allow,  if  I  can  prevent  it,  that  system  of  re> 
wards  for  political  subserviency,  and  punishment 
tor  political  independence,  which  has  pnrvail- 
ed  in  this  cguniry  during  the  last  twelve 
year^<.  And  I  intend,  with  my  last  poUtinl 
breath,  to  demand  a  reform  of  Uiose  abases 
which  enable  politicians  lo  seize  and  appro- 
priate to  their  own  use  the  public  property, 
or  which,  under  enormous  perqaisites  of  office, 
furnish  means  with  which  to  pndermine  and 
subvert  Ibe  institutions  of  the  conntry,  by  oorrapi- 
ing  both  officeholders  and  voters.  1  will  partly 
CO  operate  with  those  who  think  and  feel  as  I  do, 
lo  carry  into  effect  what  our  common  principles  re- 
qaire;  but  never  will  I  enter  a  coalition  whosediief 
objects  is  to  distiibute  Ihe  "spoils." 
,  Tbe  people  of  this  country,  our  constituents,  do 
not  intend  to  have  the  realities  ol  a  monarchy  nc- 
der  the  name  of  a  republic  The  people  will  not 
willingly  pay  enormous  salaries  or  allow  aarra- 
sonable  perquisites  lo  the  officers  of  Govemmeat. 
They  will  cheerfully  grant  a  just  compensation  foe 
Ecrvtces  rendeisd,  but  they  will  not  pay  ihose  who 
do  nothing;  nor  will  they  pay  those  who  work  such 
extravagant  wages  as  to  enable  tbem  to  vie  with  roy- 
alty iiseir,  ia  the  splendor  of  their  equipages  and 
expense  of  luxurious  living.  It  only  requires  ihat 
the  people  should  be  honestly  and  fally  infonaed  of 
the  extent  of  any  crying  abuse  to  secure  the  iffL- 
caiion  of  the  proper  remedy.  They  may  and  do 
act  slowly,  bai  act  they  will,  and  effieieoilir,  too,  ia 
the  end.  I  regard  the  election  of  General  Borrisoa 
as  a  manifestation  of  the  efficiency  of  popalar  ac- 
tion, when  thr;  people  are  convinix-d  that  abuses  ex- 
ist; and  if  his  .Adminiblration  should  noi  meet 
their  expectatiops  in  the  work  of  reform  ihey  have 
willed,  they  will  act  again  and  again  tbroogh  the 
ballot-box  uniil  their  will  and  iheir  interests  ore 
obeyed  and  respected  by  thvir  agents  The  Excea- 
tive  Government  must  conform  to  public  seaiiment, 
ascertained  by  and  through  the  Representatives  of 
tbe  people;  and  it  was  the  apprehensioa  that  the 
Administration  of  Mr.  Van  Burcn,  "foUowing  in 
the  footstep!',"  set  public  sentiment  at  dtfianee, 
and  attempiol  to  manuFacture  it  through  tbeinsira- 
mentality  of  a  corrupt  press  and  a  subscrvieat 
Congress,  which  moialy  produced  his  recent  ortt- 
throw. 

The  people  boa  not  yet  eoapieled  their  woili. 
By  the  deetion  of  General  Harrison  Ihey  hove 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  Government  a  aan  who' 
will  abstain,  I  sincerely  believe,  from  the  exercias 
of  arbitrary  and  disputed  powersj  as  mn^  so  as  aay 
man  who  could  have  beea  placed  in  bis  higli  tta- 
tion.  Bat  the  Execalive  eannol  leform  eiiwing 
abates  which  have  grown  up  under  the  operatloa 
of  existing  laws.  It  requires  the  repcoliag  and  re- 
forming powers  of  a  Congress  to  do  jaaiiee  to  tte 
people,  to  comply  with  their  will,  aad  lo  ooQi^ 
their  expectation.  DiFereet  and  jadietoas  oAioa  by 
this  and  the  oOiei  ifo^  V^  <t»«  toiMtt  a^iv* 
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priation  bilU  c«n  accomplish  mnch;  and  I  will  pre- 
ceeed  lo  call  your  atientioD  to  varioas  snbjec's 
wbiah  deserve  ihe  notice  of  this  bod/  and  th:  whole 
nilion.  I  mean  to  call  pablic  attention  to  ihein. 
I  inicnd  tu  print  what  I  say,  and  lay  what  I  print 
before  the  people;  call  on  them  lo  read  and  reSfc!, 
•nd  then  to  the  polls  and  act.  If  the  people  wish 
a  real,  snbstanlial  reform  of  abaser,  they  mast  first 
know  what  ihey  are,  and  (hen  elect  reprMeaiatires 
pledged  to  reform  them,  and  who  will  hones'ly  re- 
deem ibeir  pledges. 

The  firat  abase  connected  with  At  provisions  of 
tbi:  bill,  wa?  bronght  to  the  notice  ot  the  commit- 
tee by  Ihe  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Proffit  ] 
It  con«isted  in  the  heavy  appr'>pr]ation  for  sta- 
tionery; that  we  consume  more  paper,  pens,  ben- 
knives,  wafers,  &c  than  we  oaght,  and  that  we  do 
not  strictly  confine  ourselves  to  ihe  application  of 
the  stationery  received  to  pablic  purpose!!,  cjinnot 
be  doubted.  Bat,  sir,  I  shall  not  go  into  the  in- 
quiry with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  precipe  extent  of 
tKis  abuse.  Perhaps  ii  would  be  impossible  to  as- 
certain it,  as  no  accoonti  are  kept  showing  the 
'  qaantiiies  delivered  to  each  member,  and  as  every 
one  calls  for  and  obtains  till  he  is  satisfied.  Many 
years  since,  I  am  told,  accoants  were  kept,  and 
members  were  charged  with  the  stationery  fur- 
nished ihem.  These  accounts  consi'oted  some 
cheek;  but  since  they  have  been  dircoDtinued,  there 
is  no  eheck  but  that  which  each  gentleman's  con- 
EOience  prescribes  for  himself.  The  best  remedy 
for  the  evil  is  that  which  I  suggested  Ihe  other  day 
10  the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  It  is  to  allow  a 
-  certain  sum  in  lieu  of  siaiionery.  But,  sir,  I  do 
not  advert  to  this  abuse  for  the  purpose  of  aseer- 
taiuiag  its  extent,  or  to  suggest  the  proper  remedy. 
I  recur  to  it  in  order  to  notice  ihe  characier  of  the 
remarks  which  were  iodnlged  a  day  or  iwo  since, 
when  the  subject  was  menilonad.  Some  gentlemen 
affected  to  coi.slder  it  a  small  concern,  a  picayans 
afifair,  a  matter  to  which  the  maxim  de  minimu  mm 
curat  lex  should  apply.  Toey  seemed  lo  consider 
it  too  contemptible  for  the  attention  of  statesmen  as- 
sembled to  deliberate  on  great  national  aflairf. 
Sach  swelling  and  blowing  about  elevated  views; 
sach  sublime  contempiatioos  of  subjects  iafiai'ely 
important  to  the  world's  welfare,  which  allow  some 
gentlemen  on  this  floor  no  time  to  atiehd  to  little 
things;  ay,  sir,  which  fill  them  wiib  utter  scorn  for 
trifles,  present  a  mou  dignified  contrast  with  their 
own  ecnduei  in  pocketing,  or  rather  boxing  up,  Ihe 
'  spoils."  Their  fljorisbiag  words  and  laudatory 
te:(  graiataiions  art:  pat  loith  in  the  vain  allempi 
lo  hide  fiom  themselves  the  knowledge  of  the  abases 
Ihey  practise,  aad  to  farnish  some  sort  of  apology 
for  failing  to  do  iheir  duly  in  exposing  and  pulling 
^n  end  to  Ihem.  Sir,  I'have  but  liiile  respect  for, 
and  not  the  least  confidence  in,  the  man  who  af- 
fects to  regard  Utile  things  as  beneath  his  notice, 
especially  little  improprieties.  My  observation, 
through  life  has  prove ',  to  my  satisfaction,  that 
those  who  refuse  to  attend  to  little  abases,  are  sure 
to  wink  at  enormities.  I  have  no  faiih  in  ihe  in- 
tellectnal  ability  of  those  whose  mental  and  moral 
organization  is  such  that  (hey  affect  to  be  incapable 
of  attending  lo  small  things.  I  hare  ever  louud 
them  incafwble  of  managing  great  aflTairs.  Napc- 
laon,  Wellington,  and  our  own  beloved  and  great 
Washingt^jD,  were  men  who  paid  strict  attention  to 
the  smallest  matters  of  camp  police.  They  were 
capable  of  comprehending  that  a  world  is  bat  the 
aggregate  of  atoms;  that  grcitt  bailies  are  made  up 
6f  individaal  coniejis;  thai  ihe  fate  of  empires  may 
be  decided  by  the  failure  lo  clinch  a  nail.  Such 
men  know  thai  they  are  great  in  proportion  as  th?y 
•re  like  their  Creator,  whobe  aitention,  we  are  in- 
formed, is  even  directed  to  numbering  the  hairs  of 
our  beads,  and  who  takes  note  of  ihe  falling  of  a 
sparrow.  Sir,  I  am  shocked  at  the  combbied  little- 
ness, pride,  and  arrogance  of  men  who  affect  to 
tarn  np  iheir  noses  al  improper  and  immoral  ac- 
tions as  trifles  beneath  iheir  notice.  Tne  psople 
must  dismiss  all  such  from  their  service,  if  they 
would  make  Ibis  Qovernment,  in  all  its  depari- 
meais,  what  it  should  be— a  light  npsn  an  emiReoce 
i  lamina'.ing  the  nations  of  the  earib—a  sun  blazing 
in  the  political  Grmameal,  upon  whose  disk  no  sp<.  t 
ean  be  found.  I  have  seen  upon  ihii  floor  sone 
prACtical  illailraiions  of  this  elevated  disregard  of 


little  things.  I  b^ve  seen  additions  made  t-i  ihe 
private  libraries  of  members,  by  voting  thousands 
upqn  thousands  lo  pay  (or  books,  to  be  di>triboted 
amon^  ourselves.;  and  I  have  feen  ibis  haughty  spi- 
rit. Ibis  elevated  contempt  for  little  thing!',  skulk 
from  expisure  by  refusing  the  yeas  and  nays.  I 
have  witnessed,  yearafler  year,  palpable  violations 
of  Ihe  law  relaiiog  to  the  mileage  of  members,  and 
I  have  in  vain  endeavored  to  correct  the  abuse.  I 
have  witnessed  efforts  made  by  othrri  to  correct  it, 
but  all  in  vain.  Ii  passed  by  as  one  of  those  insig- 
nificant affairs  which  ibe  migfaty  minds  of  great  po- 
liticians could  not  condescend  to  notice! 

Mr.  Chairman,  ihe  honor,  the  dignity,  and,  to  a 
great  extent,  the  utility  of  Congress,  depend  upon 
the  abiding  confidence  which  the  American  people 
repose  in  our  integrity,  in  our  disinterested  patriot- 
ism, in  our  love  of  justice,  in  our  practical  good 
sense,  ih  our  assiduous  discbarge  of  the  duties  of 
legislators  for  a  great  nation— a  nation  destined, 
under  the  guidance  of  wisdom,  to  revolntioiize 
aad  ameliorate  the  condition  of  enslaved  humanity 
througbont  the  world,  or  to  demonstrate  that,  in 
the  midst  of  professions  of  every  noble  emotion 
and  ChrisUan  virtue,  we  are  bat  canting  hypocrites, 
seeking  oflSce  with  avidity  for  the  sake  only  of  its 
"spoils."  Sir,  we  oaght  lo  clear  our  own  skirts  of 
suspicion  by  sedulous  attention  lo  the  least  whis- 
per of  impropriety,  by  applying  instantly  the  pro- 
per remedy  to  petty  abuses.  Demonstrate  your  re- 
solatien  to  reform  crying  enormities  in  other  de- 
parimeott,  by  first  taking,  I  will  not  say  the  beam, 
but  the  mote,  out  of  your  own  eye,  so  that  you  may 
more  clearly  see  how  to  operate  upon  other'. 

We  have  no  time  to  attend  lo  trifling  mailers !  I 
have  known  days,  yes,  weeks,  consumed  in  idle 
debates  npon  preliminary  motions  and  points  of 
order.*  From  the  perpetual  discussion  about  or- 
der, a  spectator  in  ihe  lobby  would  suppose  that  we 
were  more  dii'posed  than  any  legislative  assernbly 
on  earib  to  observe  strict  order,  and  to  do  every 
thing  by  role.  And  yet,  sir,  the  newspaper  reports 
of  oar  proceedings  are  constantly  presenting  ihe 
country  with  occurrences  on  this  floor  which  ex- 
cite sentiments  of  shame  and  indignaiion  io  the 
boroms  of  the  people;  "To-day  Ihe  Hon.  Mr.  A. 
and  Mr.  B.  had  some  sharp-shooting."  "To  day 
the  Hon.  Mr.  C.  and  Mr.  D.  passed  the  lie  direct." 
"Ti-day  the  Hon.  Mr.  B.  and  Mr.  P.  had  a  fracas 
In  Ihe  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives." 
Such,  sir,  are  the  degradii^  account*  teeming  from 
the  presr,  (and  I  lament  lo  »ay  with  loo  much  irnih 
for  our  reputation,)  in  regard  to  the  doings  of  this 
order-discussing  body.  I  have  sometimes  ihoughl 
I  would  take  up  our  journals  and  make  a- careful 
examination,  with  a  view  lo  ascertain  the  time  lost 
in  debating  points  or  order  and  preliminary  mo- 
tions. It  would  resali,  I  have  no  doubt,  in  findiqg 
that  we  wa.«te  time  to  a  criminal  extenti 

[Here  Mr.  Coopib  of  aejrgia  said  that  he  had 
made  the  compntation,  and  found  that  two  months 
of  the  last  session  had  been  thns  consumed.] 

No  wonder,  exclaimed  Mr.  U.  that  our  eight 
moniht>'  labor  daring  ihat  session  only  brooght  forth 
thirty  public  and  seventy  private  acts,  making  a 
lillle  primer  ef  el;bty-five  pages  only.  No  won- 
der we  me:t  and  break  up,  and  nolhini;  is  done. 
Is  it  beeanse  there  is  nothing  which  ought  to  be 

'AmosteztraonUniryiniuuicsorttme  wuted  upon  pnU- 
mioarj  mixlaai  ocearrvd  In  >8S7.  On  ihaZlM  of  April  Mr, 
Toiroci  mail«  Ua  report  relitire  to  Ihs  dael  b.<twem  Mr. 
Ohatu  and  Mr.CtLLBr,  and  moved  that  it  be  poatponad  until 
Uia  7ih  of  May,  and  ihai  It  ba  printed. 

Mr.  BoBsnsoM  inoTad  tKat  the  report  be  laid  On  the  table. 

Pending  theae  motions,  the  Honae  aiUoamed,  i:  being  Satur- 

Oa  Mondar,  Mr.  Romrtsoh  withdrew  hi*  motion  (lo  lay  on 
the  table)  and  moved  (o  commti  the  report  is  a  coffimkiaa  lo 
beullediheCommUleeon  Privllegee,  with  inatrueiionaiore- 
peit  ihaconrsewhich,  Intheiropinion,  it  is  proper  to  pnraue. 

Tbeae  quaeliooi  ware  dteeuaed  daily  until  ihe  next  Monday, 
vhen  Mr.  Fioksns  morad  Ihat  the  whole  be  laid  on  the  labia. 
Rle  motion  waa  negatived.  Tile  queation  waa  then  put  on 
postponing  tin  the  7in  ef  May,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  ADAMa  Chen  moved  to  tocommii  the  report  to  the  nune 
committee,  with  ioatrucuona  to  etritce  out  all  aigumeatadvo 
pana  and  (be  reMluiions  at  the  end  of  the  report.  The  motion 
of  Mr.  ADiuas  waa  amended,  morlifieJ,  and  diecnarad  uotit  the 
7Ui  of  May,  when  Mr.  SAWrm  moved  to  l»  the  whole  euMect 
on  the  table.  Hie  motion  waa  negatived.  On  the  lOth  of  May, 
Mr.  THOiua  moved  to  lay  the  whole  snb|ect  on  the  table,  and 
it  waa  narried. 

Paiidiag  the  diaeoaaion,  Mr.  Lawlir  died,  and  the  Houae  ob- 
aerved  the  uaoal  funeral  ceraisonlea;  and,  with  that  excep- 
tion, the  whole  time,  from  the  21at  April  td  the  10(h  of  May, 
«K  apenl  on  theae  pnUminarymmlODa. 


done?  No,  sir,  no.  I  am  informed  by  the  Clerk 
that  there  are  at  least  a  thousand  bills  and  resolu- 
tions upon  h>8  table  ready  for  consideration.  There 
are  a  great  number  of  private  daims  which  have 
been  allowed  by  your  standing  oommiiiees,  and 
which  we  ought  to  act  upon.  It  is  enongfa  to  make 
the  heart  sick  'o  read  ihe  imploring  letters  which 
claimants  frequently  address  lo  the  members  of  this 
body.  I  have  received  letters,  and  from  females, 
telling  me  that  the  claims  allowed  and  provided  lor 
by  stich  and  such  bills  were  their  only  hope  for 
bread;  and  that  unless  Congress  would  act  and 
pass  the  bills,  the  poor-house  or  the  jail  must  re- 
ceive them.  I  have  received  letters  complaining 
bitterly  that  the  Government  failed  to  perform  iis 
engagements  and  pay  for  property  actually  con- 
veyed to  it,  in  consequence  of  which  the  citizen. 
WIS  likely  to  be  mined.  I  will  mention  but  one 
ca^e  in  point,  and  that  is,  your  failare  to  appro- 
priate money  to  pay  for  hospital  sites  on  the  West- 
ern waters,  although  years  ago  deeds  have  been 
made  for  the  lands  selected.  .We  have  pnblie  meft;  . 
snres  of  vast  importance  which,  sessioii  after  ses- 
sion, and  year  after  year,  remain  upon  onr  table, 
calling  fbr  the  action  of  this  House.  Sir,  I  have 
bad  resolutions  upon  your  table  for  nearly  six 
years,  proposing  amendments  to  the  Constilutkm 
of  the  united  Slates,  and  which  I  consdentionsly 
believe  to  be  essentially  necessary  lo  the  whole- 
some operation.  If  not  to  Ibe  very  existence,  of 
eur  Republican  instiitttions;  aad,  under  our  time- 
wasting  rules  and  proceedings,  tbey  have  not  been, 
and  would  not  be,  reached  in  regular  order  for  a 
century  lo  come.'  We  origiilhle  bnriness  enough 
to  talk  about,  and  4hen  sprnd  the  whole  of  onr 
time  in  {.peech-msking  for  Bont^mb,  instead  of 
practical  action  for  the  good  of  ihe  country.  These 
ate  evils  of  crying  magnitude.  The  cfifeetof  such 
a  course  is  now  glaring  in  onr  faces.  We  are 
forced,  by  this  sinful  waste  of  lime,  to  act  upon 
the  appropriation  bills  necessary  to  keep  the  Go- 
vernment in  motion,  at  the  very  close  of  the  ses- 
tion,  amidst  buntle  and  confusion,  and  when  it  is 
impossible  to  deliberate  in  regard  to  the  millions  of 
money  we  are  placing  in  Etecaiive  hands  I  men- 
tion these  matters  lo  show  that  those  who  affect  lo 
be  above  attending  to  trifles  do  not  act  apon  afi^airs 
of  magnitnde,  except  in  the  way  of  talking  about 
ihim.  And  we  talk  about  every  thing,  when  in 
commiilee,  except  ihe  basiness  t>efore  as,  as  this 
debate  fully  proves,  and  as  I  shall  probably  demon- 
strate by  my  own  remarks  before  I  clcse.  It  is  this 
rambling  practice,  with  a  view  to  lay  our  ideas, 
whether  original  or  borrowed,  upon  all  subjects,  be- 
fore onr  constituents  in  the  tame  stump  speech, 
that  has  rendered  this  body  almost  incapable  of 
Iransacling  the  pablic  business. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  proceed  to  call  the  , 
atien  ton  of  this  committee  to  some  things  which  I 
trust  will,  in  the  opinion  of  honorable  members,  so 
far  iran.«ceBd  Ihe  subj^'cts  of  stationery,  bcoks,  and 
mileage,  as  to  claim  iheir  attention  on  accoant  of 
their  magnitude.  And  firsl,  sir,  of  altoineys,  mar- 
shals, and  clerks.  We  have  official  information' 
that  the  attorney  for  the  soathern  district  of  New 
York  received  for  his  services  daring  the  year  1839 
133,009  07;  the  clerk  f  19,469  92  for  his,  the  mar- 
shal of  the  souihern  district  of  Mississippi  |87,150 
70  for  his,  and  the  clerk  of  the  northern  disiriei  of 
Mississippi  ^,700  for  his.  The  clerk  of  the  soath- 
ern district  of  Mississippi  failed  or  refused  to  make 
a  return.  But  we  can  jodge  of  his  fees  fl'om  what 
the  marshal  of  his  district  receives.  After  deduct- 
ing all  reasonable  allowances  for  expenses  and  sa- 
laiies  of  depntief,  it  has  not  bren  denied  that  the 
sum  left  would  make  to  eadi  an  exorbitant  com- 
pensa'ion.  How  does  it  happen  thit  these  and 
other  officers  holding  similar  stations  ate  thus  ex- 
travaganilr  paidi  It  is  the  consequence  of  the  le- 
gislation of  Congrew,  which,  more  than  Corty  yean 
ago,  allowed  high  fees  for  certain  services,  and 
adopted  Ihe  fee  laws  of  tbe  highest  courts  io  the  se- 
veral States  wh«re  the  fee  waa  not  specified  in  the 
act  of  Congrce?.  Notwithstanding  the  fees  have 
since  been  greatly  r^dcced  in  mo»t  of  the  States, 
Congress  has  made  no  redaction.  Now,  sir,  is 
there  any  reason  why  Federal  officers  acting  within  , 
tbe  Slates,  shoald  bv  paid  more  than  Stale  officers 
fur  the  same  kiiid  of  services!?  And  if  the  Slates 
bare  found  Ihat  their  attorneys,  marshals  or  she- 
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riffs,  and  clerk$,  can  carry  on  m  profliable  boriness 
by  redocins  the  fees,  may  we  not  safely  reduce  the 
fees  of  Federal  officers  to  the  present  ctaadird  of 
the  State$7    Sir,  I  have  heard  no  one  deny  that  the 
fees  which  the  laws  of  Congress  allowed- were  loo 
bigh.    Gentlemen  will  not  labe  issne  npon   that 
averment.    Bat  whan  it  is  proposed  (o  correct  the 
CTil  by  introdociBi;  the  necessary    proviiioDs  in 
this  bill,  we  are  told  that  it  is  not  in  order;  thai,  if 
we  will  introdace  a  separate  bill  proposing  the  pro- 
per remedy,  gentlemeo,  who  are  consttained  by  the 
question  of  order  to  cppose  the  intrcduclion  of  new 
sabjeets  into  ibis  appropriaiioa  bill,  will  eheerfolly 
vote  for  it.    I  will  in  a  few  words  show  that  this 
qaestion  of  order  oonstitate;  no  barrier  to  the  pro- 
posed reform.    In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  the  ioiro- 
daelion  of'a  new  subject,  within  the  meaning  nf  the 
soil  role  of  the  Hoosr.    The  xnbjcct of  this  bill  is 
the  compensation  o(  the  civil  an^  diplomatic  offi- 
cers of  GoTemmfnt  far  the  year  1841,  and  what- 
ever relates  to  the  eompenration  of  any  civil  or 
diplomatic  officer,  whether  he  be  expressly  referred 
to  or  not  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  is  germain  to 
the  general  scope  and  design  of  the  bill,  and  there- 
fore oaght  to  be  admitted  in  the  shape  of  an  amend- 
ment.   In  the  next  place,  the  s'ainte  book  fnr- 
nishea  many  precedents,  showing  that  important 
provisions,  limitiag  the  amount  of  salaries,  and 
even  itgislatilig  on  subjects  entirely  dissimilar,  have 
been   introdbced  into  the   annual    appropriation 
bills.    In  the  appropriation  bill  of  1839  for  the 
civil  and  diplQmatic  service,  a  section  was  inlro- 
dnced  prohibiting  extra  allowances  to  officers  of 
Government  for  disbnrsing  poblic  money.    In  the 
army  bill  of  thit  year,  a  new  snbjecl  was  intro- 
duced, and  provision  made  for  compensating  the 
owners  of  horses  lost  or  cast  away  at  sea,  &c.    In 
tbenavalbillof  the  same  year,  a  new  subject,  in 
one  sense,  was  introduced,  and  provision  was  mads 
for  building  three  steam  ships.    But  the  horses  in 

ht  one  ease,  and  the  steam  ships  in  the  other,  were 
connected  with  the  military  and  naval  service,  and 

therefore  had  an  appropriate  place  m  diese  appro- 

S nation  bills.  The  same  sort  of  eonseeiion  exists 
etween  the  appropriation  bill  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  service  of  any  one  year,  and  the  salary 
or  fees  of  any  officer  of  the  Government.  In  the 
light-boose  bill  of  1833  nrovision  was  made  for  two 
additional  clerks  in  the  Fifth  Auditor's  office. 
These  precedents,  promnlgaied  to  the  country  in 
the  statute  book,  must  satisfy  the  people  that  we 
have  become  over-squeamish  to  preserve  order  if 
we  now  refuse  to  cut  down  sziravagant  allowances 
and  perquisites  upon  the  gronnd  that  it  is  oat  of 
order  to  do  it  in  this  bill ! 

Believing  that  now  is  the  accepted  time,  and  this 
the  proper  place,  and  from  past  experience  having 
IM>  nope  that  the  subject  will  ever  receive  conside- 
ration separate  and  apart  from  the  annual  appro- 
priation bills,  I  will  proceed  with  my  list  of  abuses 
which  demand  conectioo,  and  to  corrrct  which  pro- 
per amendments  will  be  offered  to  this  bill  in  d«e 
season. 

Tha  compensation  allowed  collectors,  naval 
officers,  and  surveyors  of  ports,  in  the  shape  of 
official  perquisites,  exceeds  in  many  instances  what 
is  reasonable  and  just,  and  ought  to  be  limitid.  As 
the  most  striking  case,  I  shall  call  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  the  emoluments  ef  the .  collector 
.  at  New  York.  Theinvestigations  of  the  celebrated 
Swartwont  oommiitiee  ascertained,  by  proof,  that 
the  collector  received  annually  a  profit  on  ware- 
booses  amoanling  to  abont  |I5,000  His  profits 
resalting  from  forfeitures  growing  ont  of  real  or 
supposed  violations  of  tbe  revenue  laws  cannot  be 
less  than  |20,000  annnally.  Your  laws  allow  tbe 
collector  lo  seixe  goods  when  their  owners  attetipi 
to  evade  the  payment  of  dn'ties;  and  then  permit  a 
compromise  to  lake  place,  by  which  a  merchant 
pays  the  sum  agreed  on,  and  his  goods  are  restored 
to  him.  The  collector  and  other  port  officers  are 
entitled  to  share  in  tbe  compromise  money,  or  in 
the  proceeds  of  the  goods  if  they  are  condemned 
by  the  judge  on  trial.  Yon  allow  all  this  as  a  sti- 
mains  to  the  euftom-bonse  officers  to  be  diligent  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties;  and,  in  thus  stimu- 
lating their  diligence,  yon  have  tempted  them,  for 
the  rake  of  gain,  to  haras*  merchants  and  embar- 
raw  eomraercc,  by  seizing  goods  ■  without  any  just 
eawe  for  so  doing.    The  merchant,  sooner  than 


submit  to  tbe  "law'i  delay,"  compromises,  and 
pays  a  handsoipe  sum  to  get  possession  of  his 
good<,  (o  get  clear  of  the  lawsuit,  and  to  get  the 
Uberiy  nf  trading  free  from  custom-house  vexations. 
In  one  case  I  am  informed  that  the  collector,  naval 
officer,  and  port  surveyor,  divided  among  them- 
selves |42,000;  in  other  words,  received  $14,000 
each  fur  a  compromise  upon  tbe  seizure  of  goods ! 
No  wonder  ihat  the  district  attorney  and  judge,  as 
«e  are  informed   by  the  gentleman  from  Maine, 
[Mr.  Evans,]  shcnld  be  engaged  in  court  almost 
trom  the  bvginning  to  the  end  of  the  year.    We 
sec  thai  it  is  the  interest  of  the  cosiom-honse  offi- 
cers to  give  them  enough  to  do;  and   it  is  equally 
the  interest  of  the  attorney  to   multiply  libels  upon 
eich  separate  package  seized,  instead  of  the  whole 
cargo.  We  all  know  the  story  of  the  separa'e  libels 
or  suits  against  each  box  of  U  a  at  Philodelphia, 
for  no  other  purpose  than  to  increase  the  fees  of 
the  attorney,    I  have  seen  the  same  thing  in  Ken- 
tucky.   I  once  knew  all  the  sureties  of  an  insol- 
vent sheriff  sued  by  separate  actions  upon  the  offi- 
cial bond  for  a  less  sum  than  the  attorney's  fee 
taxed  in  each  suit;  in  consequence  of  which  the 
costs  fo]  the  benefit  of  the  lawyers  and  clerks  ex- 
ceeded the  amount  of,  the  debt  tenfold.    Tbe  Lr- 
gislatare  of  Kentucky  interposed  to  prevent  this 
monrter  Avarice  from  glutting  his  maw  by  adding 
to  the  calamities  of   the  unfortunate.    Take  ihe 
enorm9us  wages  from  the  atiomty,  collector,  &e. 
at  New  York,  limit  their  reeeip  s,  and  yon  will 
at  least  produce  one  good  effect— you  will  sup- 
press vexatious  litigation.    But  let  lis  sum  up  the 
different  items  in  the  account  ot  the  collector's  pro- 
fits, declare  the  aggr^ate  result,  and  pass  to  some- 
thing else.    The  account  stands: 
Salary  per  annum  allowed  by  law  -    |4  000 

Profits  upon  warehouse  rents        -  -    15,000 

Incume  Irom  compromises  and  seizures,  at 
least     -  -  -  -  -    20,000 


And  we  have  the  grand  aggregate  of  -  (39,000 
Being  $14  000  more  than  we  pay  to  the  President 
of  the  Uniied  States!  Truly,  sir,  the  minds  of 
gentlemen  who  can  tolerate  all  this  are  formed 
upon  a  magnificent  scale.  We  shall  see  by  their 
votes  whether  they  will  place  those  receipts  of  the 
coUecior  npon  the  same  footing  of  their  own  sta- 
tionery, books,  and  mileage.  I  will  not  consume 
time  by  going  into  the  inquiry,  how  much  the  col- 
I'^ciorsat  Philadelphia,  New  Orleans.  Boston,  &c. 
leceive.'  Ne  doubt  they  are  very  careful  to  follow 
in  the  'footsteps"  of  the  collector  of  New  York, 
and  I  will  leave  each  member  to  torn  bis  own  es- 
timates of  their  annual  profits. 

I  i>6w  come  to  a  subject  which  I  have  had  at 
heart  for  some  years.  I  a'lude  to  the  enormous 
emoluments  of  postmasters.  With  tbe  able  assis- 
tance of  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
RiED,]  I  induced  this  House  to  adopt  a  proposition 
some  two  or  three  years  ago  to4>revent  what  should 
be  denominated  exiorilon  from  the  public,  under 
the  pretence  of  renting  boxes  or  receptacles  lor 
letters  and  papers  to  private  individuals.  Such 
boxei  are  indispensable  auxiliaries  to  the  postmaster, 
and  without  them,  in  such  a  city  as  New  York  or 
Philadelphia,  he  could  sot  perfoim  the  duties  of 
his  office  with  promptitude  to  tbe  public,  ease  to 
himself,  or  economy  to  theGoversment.  Abolish 
such  boxes,  and  instantly  it  would  be  necessary  to 
increase  the  number  of  clerks  and  assistants  to  do 
the  business.  But  the  postmasters  in  our  large 
cities  have  contrived  to  make  fortunes  for  them- 
selves out  of  their  boxes  or  pigeon  holes,  by  chare- 
ing  the  riiizan  who  appropriates  one  of  them  to 
bis  esclneive  use  from  one  to  six  dollars  per  annutr . 
Some  years  ago  I  proposed  a  remedy,  which  this 
House  adopted,  to  cure  this  abuse,  but  it  was  re- 
jected in  the  Senate.  We  were  then  told  that  the 
Postmaster  General  bad  promised  to  inquire  into 
the  exttnt  of  the  emoluments  derived  from  box 
rent,  and  if  it  was  found  to  be  extravagant,  Ihat  be 
would  recommend  or  apply  ihe  proper  corrective. 
Sir,  i  telieve  we  had  something  like  that  commn- 
nicatrd  to  us  officially  from  tbe  head  of  ihe  Post 
Office  Department.  But  that  has  been  the  lai>l  of 
it.  We  have  no  report  of  the  result  of  the  investi- 
gation, if  any  has  taken  place;  and  certainly  no  re- 
medy has .  been  prescribed  to  cure  the  evils  com- 
plained  of.    I  regard  the  proaises  bersiofore  made 


as  part  and  parcel  of  the  tantalizing  system  of  hol- 
low-hearted politicians,  who  are  ever  abont  to  com- 
mence tbe  reformation  of  abases,  bnt  who  take 
special  care  never  to  do  il.  Their  promises  are  to 
delude  the  people.  Their  failure  to  act  is  for  ibe 
benefit  of  partisan  associates  who  are  rioting  on  tbe 
spoils. 

I  shall  present  an  estimate  of  the  profits  of  tbe 
postmaster  at  New  York,  founded  on  data  the  cor- 
rectness of  which  I  do  not  deubt,  and  leave  each 
member  to  calculate  for  himself  the  effects  pro- 
duced by  the  operation  of  the  present  systeat  in 
Te(:ard  to  box  rents  and  branch  post  offices  in  other 
'.iiies. 

There  are  kept  and  rented  by  the  posmaster  of 
New  York,  according  lo  my  information,  three 
'hcnsand  boxes.  His  price  for  each  per  year  is 
from  $i  to  $6 — say  $5  upon  an  average.  He  has 
established  a  branch  post  office,  at  which  he  de- 
livers daily  about  two  thousand  letters,  and  reoeiv«s 
an  extra  compensation  of  two  cents  for  each  letter 
%  delivered;  thus  securing  lo  himself  sn  income 
of  $40  a  dav.  His  expenses  for  snperiniendsats, 
honse  r<'ni,  &c.  to  conduct  the  branch  poet  office 
cannot  exceed  $15  daily.  They  may  not  amonsi 
to  half  so  much.  He  may  employ,  for  aught  1 
know,  Ihe  regular  clerks  of  his  office,  paid  by  Gc- 
verement,  to  euperiniend  tbe  branch  establishment. 
But  admit  that  he  does  not,  how  I'oes  tbe  account 
of  his  entire  emoluments  standi  Here  it  is: 
3  000  boxes  at  $5  each  per  annum  -115,000 

$35  per  day  dear  profit  of  the  branch  post 

office,  or  a  profit  per  year  of     -  .    9,125 

His  salary  allowed  and  limited  by  law      -    2,000 

Making  an  annual  aggregate  income  of  $26,135 
Now,  sir,  what  do  w«  see  from  the  statements  I 
have  presented,  and  which  no  one  controverts? 
We  behold  attorneys,  marshals,  collectors,  &c  an- 
nnally receiving  a  compensation  exceeding,  t^y  ban- 
dreds  and  thousands,  that  which  is  allowed  to  tbe 
President  of  the  United  State,  who  receives  and 
entertains  all  foreign  ministers,  members  of  Con- 
gress and  o:her  officers  of  Government,  and  distin- 
guished citizens  from  every  part  of  the  Bepabiie, 
and  whose  expenses  exceed  ihose  of  collectors  and 
poiitmasters  ai  far  i.s  the  dignity  cf  his  sia 
tion  and  tbe  intellectual  and  moral  qoahtirs 
which  he  ou^ht  to  possess  to  fill  it  rank  above 
theirs.  We  see  official  perquisites  placing  ihe  offi- 
cers oi  this  Republic  on  a  footicg  with  those  who, 
by  the  grinding  exactions  of  despotism,  enrich  then- 
^Ivesby  forced  contributions  from  an  impoverislied 
and  enslaved  people.  Arbitrary  edicts  and  brute 
force  strip  the  people,  to  pamper  their  mtsten  ia 
the  rotten  establirhments  of  tbe  Old  World;  hot 
with  us  we  tolerate  and  encourage  the  officer  to 
make  merchandise  of  his  office,  and  lo  sell  favors  to 
tho.oe  who  must  of  necessity  transact  business  with 
him.  There  is  in  these  enormous  perquisites  no 
one  redeeming  quality — ^no  single  good,  even  m 
those  who  receive  tbe  money,  and  ten  tboD^asd 
evils  which  threaten  desirnctlon  to  onr  iastiim'oas. 
While  it  is  no  blessing  to  any  one  to  leeeire  more 
than  he  deserves,  it  is  a  real  calamity  to  iboK  who 
pay  it.  It  tempts  Ihe  one  to  enter  into  loxarioaii 
indulgencies  and  waste  of  fin.e,  which  too  often 
terminate  in  destruction  of  character,  whilst  those 
frem  whom  the  money  is  laken  are  ther:by  de- 
prived of  so  much  that  might  be  applied  to  «aiia^ 
their  reasonable  wants. 

But,  sir,  there  are  reasons  to  fear  ihat  a  purtioa 
of  these  large  profits  are  withdrawn  from  Use  offi- 
cer by  political  coercion,  to  be  used  for  party  pnr- 
po.<«s  in  controlling  elections.  The  comminee  of 
investigation  in  the  Swartwont  ra*e  ascertained  the 
fact  Ihat  the  officers  in  the  New  York  cnstom-boB.<e 
were  compelled  to  contribnie  a  part  of  their  tala- 
rie.<!,  under  pain  of  dismissal,  for  electioneering 
purposes.  Now,  if  party  impudence  and  proscrip- 
tion did  not  hesitate  to  force  from  a  petty  elerk  a 
conlribniion  of  ten  or  twenty  dollars,  may  ilfy  not 
say  to  Ihe  collector,  you  must  give  all  the  profits  of 
warehouse  rente,  or  the  whole  of  tbe  emoloBeais 
arising  from  seizures,  to  the  party  fund,  or  be  dismis- 
sed ft«m  officel  May  they  not  say  to  the  posimasNT, 
yen  must  give  the  half  or  Ihe  whole  oflbebcz 
rents,  and  on  doing  that  yon  may  retain  ibe  profe 
arising  from  your  branch  post  eiffice,  and  if  yoa 
he»iiate  you  must  walk  oat  of  office  and  giv*  fint 
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0  some  one  wbo  will  do  it?  la  (his  way  thouMnds 
npoa  ihouraoda  may  be  collected  fur  puiy  par- 
poses,  and  I  apprehend  hare  b«ea  collecled.  Well, 
sir,  how  it  the  moDey  spent  which  i«  thos  forced 
from  the  officer-holder,  and  which  he  is  tolerated  m 
filchiDS  from  the  people?  I  cannot  positively  an- 
swer; because  the  accoaats  of  its  outlay  are  nerer 
pablithed.  That  ii  a  party  secret,  veiled  from  the 
scrotiny  of  the,  people  by  an  impenetrable  mantle. 
I  apprehend  that  these  ezpfodiiurcs  love  darkne^ 
rather  than  light,  because  all  their  tendencies  are 
evil.  From  the  very  fact  that  they  are  concealed, 
I  suspect  that  their  disclosute  would  astound  the 
nation.  Although  we  cannot  see,  we  may  imagine 
what  is  going  on;  and  as  th.re  are  a  good  many 
Yankees  around  and  about  me,  I  will  venture  a  few 
guesses  as  to  the  manner  in  which  this  "secret  ser- 
vice moiiey"  is  applied. 

I  gnesa  a  portion  of  it  is  applied  to  purchasing 
wines  and  suppers  to  regale  party  leaders  during 
their  nocturnal  deliberations. 

I  guesa  a  portion  of  it  goes  to  pay  political  drill 
sergeants  for  their  services  in  runninj;  from  post  to 
post,  in  dramming  up  the  people,  in  miliiag  stump 
speeches,  and  in  distributing  circulacs  and  docn- 
ments. 

I  guess  a  portion  of  it  goes  to  pay  for  gingerbread 
ftnd  liquor,  and  in  some  cases  direct  b^bery.  Here 
is  ao  mnch  for  your  vote.  Give  the  vote  and  take 
the  money. 

I  guess  a  good  deal  of  it  goes  to  pay  the  printer. 
And  then  the  character  of  the  publications  which 
he  furnidies  fur  the  money  I — are  they  true  or 
falsel  No  matter  which;  how  they  will  operate 
npon  the  election  is  the  only  inqairy.  Is  the  can- 
didate slandered — are  praisewonby  actions  misre- 
prasented,  and  a  life  of  purity  assailed  by  every 
species  of  detraction — who  cares  for  it  among  the 
throng  of  rabid  partisans)  Such  means  zre  only 
intended  to  accomplish  sume  ulterior  object  of  vast 
magnitade.  That  the  "end  justifies  the  means" 
has  ever  been  the  principal  doctrine  of  unprinci- 
pled politicians  and  hypocritical  zealots.  It  is  ne- 
cessary for  party  purposes  to  convert  vice  into 
virtQc;  Jcnorance  into  knowledge;  a  sneaking  sel- 
fishness into  open  manly  generosity;  the  grin  of  a 
TillaiB  into  the  benevolent  smile  of  an  honest  man; 
the  Tvlgarity  of  a  blackguard  into  the  manners  of  a 
gentleman;  the  thing  is  done  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  a  corrupt  press,  put  in  motion  bf 
parly  contributions,  by  actual  payments,  or  pro- 
mises of  reward. 

Sach  are  the  porposer,  the  infamoas  purposes, 
in  my  judgment,  to  which  political  contributions 
are  loo  often  applied,  and  for  which  1  verily  be- 
lieve that  money  has  be^it  forced  from  office  hold- 
ers by  threats  of  removal.  No  patriot,  wiih  my 
convictions,  can  contemplate  such  a  stale  of  things, 
without  the  m)st  gloomy  forebodings.  Is  there  any 
remedy  but  to  reducethe  emoluments  of  office;  bat 
to  briitg  down  salaries  to  that  amoont  which  will 
support  an  economical  man  and  his  family,  and 
allow  him  to  lay  up  something  for  old  agel  Is  it 
not  better  to  enconrsge  economical  habits,  and 
even  to  force  office  holders  to  economize  under 
moderate  salar'es,  than  to  stimulaie  them  to  eveiy 
species  of  prodigaliiy,  by  granting  ihem,  in  the 
shape  of  perquisites,  from  twenty  to  thirty  thon- 
sand  dollar!',  ay,  even  more  ihan  iha',  per  annum? 
It  baa  been  twenty-,ix  yeais  since  I  commenced 
the  piac'ice  of  law.  I  have  met  wi'h  a  success 
whion  sati>fi*8  me,  an d  yei,  after  laboring  at  the 
bar,  and  on  the  bench  for  more  than  a  third  of  the 
days  annually  allotted  lo  man,  I  have  not  bern 
able  lo  lay  up  for  the  evening  of  my  life  as  much* 
as  some  of  these  office  holders  can  save  in  one  or 
two  years.  I  think  I  mar  say,  wi'hout  boafiing, 
that  I  have  the  capacity  to  make  a  pietty  good  post- 
master or  marshal.  Their  labors  are  not  more 
irksome  •  than  mine.  I  .see  no  reason  why  they 
thoald  become  rich  and  independent  in  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  this  world  in  a  year  or  two,  while 
with  me  it  is  a  life-time  business.  I  desire  the 
prosperity  of  all  men.  I  desire  to  see  all  above 
want-  Bat  I  have  no  idea  of  legislating  men  into 
principalities  by  a  lort  of  poliiical  legerJemaio. 

Bat  some  gentlemen  conlend  that  this  is  not  the 
proper  time;  that  we  cannot  act  deliberately  just  as 
Ibe  seseion  is  about  to  cloie,  and  therefore  we  ought 
to  pat  it  oS  antil  a  mote  convenient  season;  and 


some  of  tho.'.e  who  hold  these  opinions  have  here- 
tofore, as  Whigs,*eried  aloud  for  retrenchment  and 
reform.  They  have  even  gone  so  far  as  to  re- 
proach (he  dominant  party,  wbo  now  seem  to  be 
willing  10  CO  operate  in  ihe  work  of  reform,  with 
their  new-bora  zeal,  and  with  their  failore  daring 
the  last  twelve  years  to  apply  the  prnaing  knife  in 
clearing  tba  tree  of  snekers  and  redondanfcies. 
"neae  Whigs  proclaim  their  determination  to  cor- 
rect abuses  when  a  new  Congress  assembles  nnder 
the  asfp  ces  ef  General  Harrison.  Now,  sir,  I 
think  that  the  pir^  in  power  areliighly  censarable 
for  omitting  to  reduce  exorbitant  compensation  and 
perquisites  of  iheir  friends:  Their  failure  to  bring 
down  their  frienJs  to  a  reasonable  standard,  and 
their  willingness  to  reduce  jast  as  soon  as,  they  lose 
power,  and  a  new  set  of  men  are  probably  to  occu- 
py their  places,  presents  very  striking  contrast  lo 
the  people.  It  proves  what  I  have  always  said, 
that  the  last  twelve  years  will  live  in  history  as  the 
period  during  which  the  principle  of  selfish- 
ness controlled  the  political  actions  of  men  to 
an  alarming  extent  All  measures  of  Ezeca- 
tive  policy  have  been  adopted,  recommended, 
and  pnabed  along  mainly  for  the  purpose  of 
making  fortnaes  for  combinations  of  men:  and 
hence  both  Houses  of  Congress  could  never  be 
brought  lo  co-operate  in  reducing  salaries  and  cor- 
recting abuses.  If  a  direct  vote  upon  yeas  and 
nays  could  at  any  tim<«  be  had  in  this  House  dur- 
iog  the  last  twelve  years,  I  admit  that  a  majority 
would  probably  be  fonnd  in  favor  of  correcting 
any  palpable  abuse.  Membeis,  responsible  as  they 
are  to  the  people,  and  dependent  once  in  two  years 
upon  them  for  the  seats  they  occupy,  are  constrained 
to  pay  some  respect  to  the  will  of  their  constituents. 
This  consiitntional  dependence  npon  the  people  is 
the  great  conserv«tive  principle  of  representative 
Democracy,  and.  without  it,  the  spirit  of  plunder 
and  the  aspirations  of  ambitira  would  obtain  the 
ascendancy  over  justice  and  patriotism,  pull  down 
oar  institutions,  and  npon  their  ruins  build  up  go- 
verameut>  litre  those  in  the  Old  world,  where  the 
nuny  are  fleeced  and  robbed,  by  law,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  few.  Ths  difficulty  consists  in  getting  a 
direct  vote,  under  the  many  evasions  which  may 
be  resorted  to.  When  this  House  was  constrained, 
years  ago,  to  adopt  my  proposition  ts  cure  the 
abuse  growing  out  of  box-rents,  the  Senate,  farther 
removed  from  the  people,  and  composed  of  a  ma- 
jority of  expongers,'  who  allowed  no  barrier  to  ar- 
rest them,  faiM  te  concur.  But  does  it  beeome 
the  Whrgs  of  this  House — those  who  for  years  have 
been  clamorous  for  the  eorreetion  of  abuses — now, 
when  their  adversaries  are  giving  in  and  manifest- 
ing  a  willingness  lo  co-operate,  to  advoeaie.  post- 
ponement until  a  "more  convenient  season?"  Sir, 
in  view  of  ihe  wolfish  appetite  to  feast  on  the  flock, 
the  avaricious  yeamiag  for  the  "spoils,"  which 
sremed  to  actuate  Ihe  dominant  political  combiaa- 
liouit  that  held  the  offices  and  wielded  the  patrons|!e 
of  Government  under  Jack^nV reign  of  terror,  I 
said,  in  a  speech  delivered  some  years  ago,  that  the 
"sop  party"  was  the  only  true  and  apprnpriaie 
cognomen  for  such  a  set.  I  now  say,  that  thow 
elamorooi  Whigs,  who  have  cried  aloud  until  the 
people  have  tKcome  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
a  change,  and  have  made  it,  and  who  may  now  fill 
the  offices,  either  themselves  or  with  their  fri«Bd<, 
which  were  heretofore  held  by  their  opponents, 
uughi,  under  every  consideration  of  consisteoey,  of 
Jastiee,  and  of  honor,  to  aet  up  lo  their  professed ' 
pnnciple>;  and  all  who  do  not,  I  denounce  to  be,  in 
heart  and  feeling,  sop  Mrty  men.  Such  men  may 
have  joined  the  great  Whig  church,  bnt  never  have 
been  regenera'ed  by  a  true  Whig  spirit.  What  I 
shall  it  bs  said,  to  our  diseraoe,  that  we  got  np  a' 
whirlwind  to  sweep  extravagance  from  ibv  face  of 
the  earth,  when  our  political  adversaries  enjoyed 
the  profi's,  but,  just  as  soon  as  «e  saw  a  chaace  for 
ourselves,  our  tornado  was  hushed  to  a  gentle  Inl- 
labv? 

Bat  gohilemea  cannot  deliberate;  iheie  is  noi 
time  for  it  now,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session ! 
What  deliberation  and  thne  are  required  to  enable 
members  lo  decide  open  the  propriety  of  limliing 
the  profits  of  a  collector,  postmaster,  attorney,  and 
marshal.  In  five  or  six  thoosand  dollars  per  annum? 
Your  Vice  President  gets  five  thousand  dollars; 
your  beads  of  Departments  get  six  Iboosand  d*l- 


lars.  Vow,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  a  member  of 
Congress  who  wants  time  to  deliberate  whether  he 
onght  to  reduce  a  ponmastee's  salary  to  an  cqoa- 
lily  with  that  of  the  Vice  President,  thinks  too  slow 
for  the  people,  and  that  thep  will  be  very  apt  to  de- 
cide, in  their  deliberations,  to  leave  him  at  home, 
to  ponder  orer  his  private  affairs  at  leisure.  It  is 
too  plain  a  case  to  require  a  moment's  hesitation. 

There  are  yet  untold  evils  growing  out  of  these 
enormous  perquisites.  They  are  the  foundation  of 
all  the  clamor  about  rotation  in  efflux.  Who  cares 
to  remove  a  man  from  office' who  is  doing  his  du- 
ty, when  the  profits  of  the  office  barely  afford  him 
subsistence  and  clothing?  In  such  a  case,  every 
body  unites  in  praying  the  starving  incumbent  to 
hold  on,  for  the  sake  of  the  dear  people,  that  their 
business  may  be  rightly  performed.  But  let  the 
profits  of  the  office  ht  such  that  Ihe  incumbent  is 
growing  rich,  and  how  is  it  then?  Why,  sir,  rota- 
tion is  then  preached  and  clamorously  contended 
for.  Some  one  wants  his  place,  not  because  he 
caxk  discharge  its  duties  more  benefitually  to  the 
public  bat  because  be  wants  the  money  that  the 
situation  would  afford  him.  And  he  goes  to  work, 
too  often  by  mean  and  despicable  intrigues,  to  sup- 
plant the  unsuspecting  incumbent  who  sedulously 
applies  himself  to  the  perfortnaaee  of  duty.  The 
Executive,  the  removiiig  power,  is  besieged.  Flat- 
tery does  its  work  to  conciliate  favor.  Calumny 
does  its  work  to  prostrate  the  victim.  And  at  last 
the  President,  being  deluded,  or  "feeling  power 
and  foigeltinf  right,"  removes  and  sacrifices  an 
honest  nian  to  provide  for  a  knave.  Bring  down 
the  emoluoents  of  office,  and  it  will  go  far  to  break 
Op  the  "sy&tem  of  rewards  and  punishments  for 
opinion^  sake"  which  has  disgraced  our  political 
code.  B  ingdown^the  emoluments  of  office,  and  it 
will  tend  more  than  any  oibsr  thing  to  break  np 
party  raneor  and  bitterness  of  feeling,  which  en- 
gender personal  hostilities  and  conflicts  among  re- 
lations and  neighbors,  and  destroy  the  courtesies 
and  charities  which  should  adorn  and  bless  so- 
ciety. 

By  adopting  the  amendments  which  have  been 
prepared,  and  will  be  proposed  to  this  bill,  you  will 
save  money  to  the  Treasury,  and  that  is  a  conside- 
ration which  ought  not  to  be  ovetlookid  in  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  our  I'evenue.  I  shall  not  follow 
the  example  set  by  others,  and  go  into  the  discus- 
sion of  the  policy  of  direct  taxes,  a  protective  ta- 
riff, and  all  thoie  subjects  which  I  have  frequently 
thought  my  Southern  ft  lends  were  too  apt  to  bring 
into  every  debate,  and  which  have  been  already 
discussed  under  this  bill;  but  I  derm  this  a  fit  occa- 
sion to  say  that  I  have  no  faith  in  the  estimate  pre- 
sen  eJ  by  the  Sccieiary  of  the  Treasury.  I  have  no 
hope  that  the  revenue  from  the  customs  will 
amount  to  (19,000.000  for  the  present  year.  In  es- 
timating the  sum  which  may  be  bronght  into  the 
Treasury  from  this  source,  the  amonnt  of  duties 
imposed,  and  the  quantity  of  goods  likely  to  be  im- 
ported and  tetained  for  consumption,  constitute  the 
basis  upon  which  our  calculations  must  rest.  The 
followiBK  table  exhibits  Ihe  facts  in  a  condensed 
view,' from  which  our  deductions  and  conclusions 
must  be  drawn. 
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DM  nwrtwlr  ■itmrWihrn'  what  the  UM  TnamiTj  rapon  wm 
nrinHidrmlOt  protnblT  nise  the  amount  for  the  jeu  to  tbir- 
tMnnrinMir  lh«T»(iad«cce««to  ooTrtMuiT  report  wbicli 
MiMnffl»*oelaaU>  Iha  hnpoctauoiM  of  IMO,  eo  M  to  riiow 
the  ■mowMa  pajlag  iwciflc  and  id  valorem  dutiea. 

There  bas  bcea  no  dimination  ol  daties  under 
the  Comfromiie  Act  of  18S3,  since  the  31st  of  De- 
cemlKr,  1839',  and  no  forthsr  dimination  of  daties 
nndcf  that  act  will  uke  place  nntil  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1841.    It  will  ke  seen  from  the  Ubie  that  the 
•CKrecatc  of  importations  for  the  years  1837  and 
1838  does  not  equal  that  of  the  years  1839  and 
1840.    The  amoaat  imported  m  1840  was  mneb 
lets  than  that  of  any  other  year  of  the  .'eries.    The 
very  latge  imporuuons  of  1835  and  1836  bad  no 
doabt  m'ach  inflaence  ia  diminishing  the  imports  of 
the  two  socceedinK  years,  and  so  will  the  heavy 
importations  of  1839  operate  upon  the  trade  and 
imports  of  the  present  year.    But  there  is  another 
caase  which,  m  my  judgment,  will  have  a  still 
more  potent  effect,  and  that  is,  the  rreent  sospen- 
sion  or  the  Philadelphia  banks  and  the  yet  deranged 
state  of  the  currency  and  the  exchanges  of  the 
country.     Thfse  things  operate  as  heavy  clogs 
upon  commercial  business,  producing  distrust  and 
want  of  confidence,  and  a  consequent  diminuiion 
of  importation!).    But  suppose  the  importations  of 
the  present  year  for  home  consumption  should 
equal  the  average  of  the  last  four,  my  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  millions,  stilt  the  duties  collected  on 
that  amoanr,  supposing  the  dutiable  part  only  to 
equal  that  of  former  years,  will  fall  short  of  the 
Secretary's  estimate,  in  consequence  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  duty  which  took  effect  on  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1839.    Besides,  the  fact  that  another  reduc- 
tion of  duty  under  the  Compromise  Act  takes 
place  on  the  31st  Decemter  next,  wilt  Und  greatly 
to  diminish  the  importation  of  dutiable  goods  to- 
wards the  close  of  the  year.    These  causes  com- 
bined will  render  the  revenue  of  the  year  insuffi- 
cient to  meet  the  charges  upon  the  Treasury,  and 
appeal  lo  us  to  tave  every  dollar  which  can  be 
saved  by  economical,  not  parsimonious  legislation. 
While  on  this  subject,  I  shall  take  the  libeity  of 
aaying,  altbooch  it  may  have  no  direct  connection 
with  the  bill,  that  in  any  future  adjustment  of  the 
tariff  I  trust  that  the  manufactunng  interests  will 
not  be  prostrated.    There  is  an  incidental  protec- 
tion which  can  and  ought  to  be  extended  to  them, 
and  which,  instead  of  being  hostile  to,  is  promotive 
of,  the  great  interests  of  agriculture.    I  am,  more- 
over, of  opinion  that  a  duty  of  30  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem on  the  home  valuation  of  foreign  merchan- 
dise is  ample  u  afford  all  the  protection  which 
should  be  granted,  and  that  those  manufactures 
whidi  cannot  succeed  with  that  advantage  ought  to 
be  abandoned.    It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  consideration, 
that  there  were  cloiht,  cassimeres,  blankets,  and 
cotton  goods  imported  from  England  and  France 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  SO'.b  September, 
1839,  amounting  in  value  to  j(l9,039,96!2,  being 
nearly  equal  to  one-fourth  of  the  value  of  all  im- 
ported merdiaii4>!e  paying  dotie?.   The  New  Eng- 
liuid  Slates  supply   themselves  with    these  arti- 
cles mostly  ftom  their  own  manufactories,  and 
therefore  pay  but  little    of   the  duty   on  these 
nineteen   millions.     It   would   seem   to    follow, 
that    raiting     revenue     by    a    tarff  tends    to 
exempt   manufactures    from    taxation,   and    to 
throw  the  burden  of  snsuining  the  Gh>vemmeDt 
upon  the  agricultnral  and  ether  classes.    Th?  only 
compensation  which  these  classes  obtain  for  this 
tinequal  operation  of  the  tariff  is  to  be  found  in  the 
erection  of  a  home  market  and  a  greater  degree  of 
national  independence.    Ia  Ibis  way  they  are  fully 
lemtinentled,  when  the  incidental  protection  which 
n  modente  tariff  affords  allows  an  active  compet- 
tion  between  foreign  and  demestie'  articles  of  the 
same  kind  in  otir  own  markets.     A  tariff  high 
enough  to  exclude  foreign  articles  would  operate 
as  an  enormous  bonnty  to  domestic  manufactures, 
inflicting  injury  upon  the  consumer  without  secur- 
ing any  equivalent  benefit;  and  a  tariff  so  low  as  to 
destroy  our  existing  manufactories  would  bring 
wretchedness  to  thousands,  break  up  ai  valuable 
domestic  market,  and  inflict  a  wound  upon  oar  na- 
tiotul  independence,    I  trust  that  the  wisdom  of 
the  country  may  observe  that  happy  medium,  at  a 
proper  time,  which  will  do  justice  to  all.    That 
time  has  not  yet  come. 
Mr,  Cktisnan,  I  most  now  beg  leave  ef  th- 


committe*  to  imitate  the  example  of  others,  and 
wander  from  the  subject  immediatelr  before  us.  I 
feel  that  the  time  is  at  hand  when  1  should  make 
and  publish  my  last  political  and  testament.  I  shall 
designate  no  executor.  The  people,  if  they  please, 
may  appoint  an  administrator,  with  the  will  an- 
nexed, m  after  times.  They  will  do  it,  when  con- 
vinced that  tiMir  safety  and  happiness  require  it, 
If  they  are  never  convinced — if  the  legacies  I  shall 
bequeam  are  deemed  of  too  lillle  value  to  take 
proper  steps  to  secure  them— why,  sir,  then  let  my 
principles  and  my  effort*  pass  into  the  "receptacle 
of  thing!  forgotten  on  earth." 

The  very  thing  which  I   ask  leave  to  do,  in  imi- 
tation of  others,  is  a  crying  national  evil.    I  mean 
the  practice  of  talking  on  this  floor  day  after  day, 
week  after  week,  upon  matters  and  things  in  gene- 
ral; things  having  no  sort  of  connection  with  the 
business  immediately  before  us.    The  debates  of 
this  House  usually  take  so  wide  a  range,  and  so 
often  turn  upon  subjects  impertinent  to  the  busi- 
ness in   band,  that  when  we  are  wearied  and  dis- 
gusted, we  put  an  end  to  interminable  wrangles  by 
adopting  resolutions  to  take  bills  out  of  committee, 
and  call  thu  prcvioas  question  j  oat  as  soon  as  we 
get  them  before  the  House.    The  consequence  is, 
that  the  merits  of  the  pending  question  have  not 
been  touched,  and  members  are  constrained  to  vote 
with  no  more  information  in  relation  to  the  real 
question  than  if  there  had  been  no  discussion  at  nil. 
The  bill  now  before  us  appropriates  money  tb'pay 
the  officers  of  Government,  and  to  provide  means 
to  enable  them  to  discbarge  their  funet'Oas.  It  would 
seem  that  the  evils  of  a  hl^  or  a  low  tariff;  the 
blessings  of  direct  taxes;  the  dislribulion  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  lands;  the  merits  of  the  com- 
ing Administration,  or  of  the  man  who  may  succeed 
General  Harrison;  the  gnllibility  or  corruptibility 
of  the  people;  whether  their  votes  had  been  influ- 
enced by  deception  or  British  gold;  Ac.  &e.  had 
very  little  to  do  with  it,  if  not  absolutely  out  of  or- 
der I    And  yet  we  have  lis'enel  for  days,  and  at 
times  with  great  apparent  interest  to  the  speeches 
made  upon  these  irrelevant  topics.    Let  a  member 
rise  to  propose  an  amt^ndment  to  this  bill  limi'ing 
the  emolumen's  of  office,  and  immediately  ''I  ob- 
ject" is  heard,  and  the  Chair  is  called  on  to  pro- 
nounce the  member  and  his  amendment  out  of  or- 
der.   But  let  him  rise  to  "define  bis  position,"  or  to 
defiiDe  the  position  cf  some  one  else;  let  him  only 
possess  malice  enough  and  talent  enough  to  render 
any  one  odious,  or  to  affect  his  popularity  by  ca- 
lumnious satire;  er,  if  without  tuent,  he  nses  the 
cearse  rasp  of  blackguardism,  notwiths  anding  we 
may  hear  cries  of  "order,"  "order,"  I  have  rarely, 
1  beheve  never,  known  him  fail  to  get  out  all  he 
intended,  and  never  yet  have  I  known  any  one 
punished;  no,  not  even  for  assaults  and  batteries 
which  arrest  our  deliberations.    Why  is  it  that  we 
adhere  to  order,    and  thereby  reject  a  valuable 
amendment  which  no  one  dares  to  oppose  tipon 
principle,  and  tolerate  the  greate.^  disurder,  con^ 
sidering  the  character  of  our  debates  for  irrelevan- 
cy and  personalit}7    What  good  has  the  country 
derived,  or  can  it  derive,  from  legislation  thus.con- 
dnetedt    Sir,  you  may  find  the  proper  answer  by 
looking  into  the  pamphlet  of  eiabty-five  pages,  con- 
taining all  your  public  acts  of  the  last  session.  We 
were  here  from  the  9d  of  December  to  the  3 1st  of 
July  ini-.lustve,  and  durii.g  that  time  we  passed 
seventy  acts  and  one  resolution  of  a  private,  and 
thirty  acts  and  five  resolntions  of  a  public  nature. 
The  private  acts  gave  rice  to  very  little  discu$si(  n, 
a6d  the  same  remark  may  be  m'adc  with  truth  in 
regard  to  the  moet  of  the  public  acts.    I  will  pie- 
sent  an  epitome  of  their  contents,  that  my  coust'in- 
ents  and  the  people  of  the  whole  nation  mav  see 
how  we  4ptnt  our  time,  and  what  was  done.  There 
were  seven  general  appropriation  hillF,  and  a  par- 
tial one  to  provide  (or  oursetve.;.    The  lattto'  was 
paaeed  without  a  moment's  discussion,  and  ap- 
proved on  the  8th  of  January.    Tlie  general  acts 
made  provision  for  pensioners,  for  civil  and  diplo- 
matic officers  and  objects, for  the  military  academy, 
for  the  army,  for  the  navy,  for  fortiBcalionf,  and 
for  the  Indian  department.    These  bill«,  according 
to  the  rules  of  our  House,  should  contain  no  appro- 
priations except  such   as  are  sanctioned    or   re- 
quired by  pte-existuig  laws;  and  it  would  seem 
that,  if  so  Umited  and  confined,  it  would  ooDsttme 


very  little  time  to  act  on  and  pass  them.    If  a 
prior  law  required  the  appropriation,  no  member 
who  regarded  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  coaotry 
would  refuse  lo  vote  for  it,  and  there  would  be 
no  occasion  for  long  speeches.    Ameodmenis  lo 
limit   an    appropriation,  or   to  curtail    it  pros- 
pectively, -might  give  rise  to  considerable  debate; 
but  eten  then,  not  mnch  time  would  be  consumed 
if  all  the  exiraneou't  matter  was  cautiously    ex- 
cluded tiom  the  debate.    But,  instead  of  obeerr- 
ing  this  very  obvious  and  proper  course,  the  prac- 
tice bas  been  to  waste  time  in  Committee  of  ibe 
Whole,  upon  an  appropriation  bill,  by  speaking 
about  every  thing  that  the  mind  and  heart  of  maa 
can  csDC'ive  of.    The  twenty-two  pnblie  acts  of 
last  session,  in  addition  to  the  eight  appropria- 
tion acts,  tvere:  1,  to  amend  the  act  for   taking 
the  census;  3,  to  continue  the  office  of  Comnus- 
sioner  of  Pensions;  3,  to  authorize  the  rt-israe  af 
Treasury  notes;  4,  to  make  regulations  in  respect 
to  the  registry  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  whale 
fishery;  5,  to  alter^  the  time   of  holding   certain 
courts;  6,  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act 
allowing  soldiers  to  surrender  their  bounty  Uuds 
and  to  locate  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof;  7,  to  ex- 
tend for  a  longt'r  period  the  acts  for  the  relief  of 
insolvent  debtor;  8,  in  give  names  to  two  ports, 
to  wit,  Sippican  and  Mattapoisett,  (very  good  In- 
dian names;)    9,  to  continue  in  force  the  act-  of 
1838,  granting  pre-emptions  nntil  2-2i  of  Jane, 
1848;  10,  to  execute  the  convention  between  the 
United  Slates  and  Mexico;  11,  lo  authorize  regis- 
ters and  receivers  to  administer  cath«;  12,  to  di»- 
coDlinne  the  office  of  Surveyor  General  when  there 
are  no  longer  lands  to  survey,  and  to  abolish  land 
offices  when  the  unsold  lands  in  the  district  are 
less  than  100  000  acres;  13,  to  place  the  prvonos 
of  the  Onited  States  confined  in  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  upon  the  same  footini:  with  prisoners  com- 
mitted by  Stale  authority;  14;  to  allow  the  pay- 
ment of  arrears  of  pensions  to  executors  and  ad- 
minislrators  when  there  is  no  widow;  15,  lo  esta- 
blish the  Sub-Treasury   system;    16,  to  fix   the 
limes  of  bold  n;  certain  courts;  17,  to  provide  for 
holding  special  terms  of  court,  when   the  judges 
do  not  attend  at  the  cemmencement  of  the  term 
prescribed  by  law,  or  when  the  judges  think  prt- 
per  to  hold  special  terms,  and  to  declare  that  jodg- 
ments  and  decrees  of  the  federal  courts  shall  cease 
to  be  liens  on  real  estate  in  the  same  manner,  and 
at  like  periods,  with  judgments   and  decrees  cf 
State  courts;  18,  to  remove  a  land  office  frcm  one 
place  to  another;  10,  to  provide  that  jurors  ia  the 
federal  courts  shall  po'^sess  the  like  qualifications 
and  be  entitled  to  the  like  exemptions  asjuroisot 
the  highest  State  court;  20,  to  regulate   ihe  ship- 
ment and  discharge  of  set  men,  and  the  duties  of 
consuls,  31,  to  add  a  tract  of  country  to  the  Coosa 
land  district;  32,  lo  provide  for  the  survey  and  ex- 
ploration of  the  Noriheastem  boundary.    Bxela- 
sive  of  the  debates  on  the  appropriation  bills,  and 
the  bill  for  the  e^ttablishment  of  die  Snb-Treasaiy, 
there  was  not  one  week  consumed  in  defcatn^  a'l 
Ihe  other  pnblie  acts.    The  resolution  relative  to 
the  presents  from  the  Imaum   of  Moscat  occa- 
sioned some  deba'e.    The  other  font  refolnticns 
were  disposed  of  in  less  than   a«   many   bouts. 
The  members  of  State  LegMaiures,  wko  wnvene 
usually  when  we  do,  and  a'fjodrn  often  in  Februa- 
ry, and  seldom  later  than  March,  and  who,  ia  the 
course  of  a  few  months,  pass  hundreds  of  bills  of 
as  much  importance  to  individual.*,  and  the  com- 
munity open  which  they  operate,  as  oor  ac's,  wiH 
be  amazed  by  contrasting  their  leg'slatiou  widi 
burs. 

Why  is  it  that  we  do  comparatively  nothing?  It 
is  because  we  are  too  numerous.  We  are  in  each 
other's  way.  Those  who  know  how  to  act,  and 
are  willing  to  act,  are  hindered  in  the  despatch  of 
business  by  those  who  think  of  little  eke  than  the 
"spoi!s,"and  who  have  convened  this  body  into  an 
electioneering  conclave,  in  which  the  qn<  stion  of 
the  succei^on  rides  over  all  others,  to  the  neglect 
of  every  thing  el  e.  This  is  Ihe  secret  sfrirg 
whence  flow  the  endless  dcba'es  to  accomplish  the 
elevation  or  overthrow  of  men — lo  make  and  aa- 
mike  Presidents — with  a  view  to  s*core  fat  offices 
for  ourselves  and  friends.  This  is  the  reason  that 
on  the  Jays  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  pri- 
vate bills  it  is  almost  hnpoasible  to  obUtD  a  quo- 
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ran.  Wbjr,  sir,  tbe  yen  and  Days  were  takea  last 
Mssion  ittj-aae  times  npon  ealls  of  the  Hoase  with 
•Tiew  to  teeore  tbe  attendance  of  absent  members 
and  twenty-five  ealls  were  ordered  witboai  yeas 
and  nays,  making  seventy-jix  in  all.  The  calls  of 
the  Hotue  will  average  at  least  one  honr.  We  do 
not  dt  in  the  Home  more  than  four  bonis  a  day 
on  an  average  during  ih*  seKion.  It  follows  that 
we  lost  nineteen  days  last  session  in  elTorts  to 
compel  tbe  attendance  of  members,  and  very  often 
have  I  known  tbe  Hoase  to  adjourn  for  want  of  a 
qaorwn  at  an  early  hoar,  on  private  bill  day,  with- 
oqt  an  effort  to  seeare  the  attendance  of  the  absen- 
tees. Perhaps  some  member  might  call  for  the  y«af ' 
and  oaya  on  the  adjoornment,  and  thos  tipend  half 
an  hoar  more  most  uselessly.  The  yeas  and  n»ys 
were  taken  one  hondred  atid  twenty-fonr  times  la^t 
session  on  qoestions  of  adjoarnment,  thus  prodacing 
alossof  more  than  fifteen  days  of  oar  time.  Thir- 
ty-fonr  days  lost  daring  one  session  in  calling  the 
yeas  and  nays,  with  a  view  to  compel  members  to 
atisnd  to  their  basiness !   Let  tbe  nation  ihink  of  it. 

Two  things  will  correct,  lo  a  great  ezten',  these 
Ifms  wasting  evils.  First,  reduce  salarifs,  so  as, 
not  to  present  such  strong  temptations  to  homan 
passions:  and,  secondly,  rednce  the  nnmber  of  ibis 
body  to  double  that  of  tbe  Senate,  and  then  by  a 
eonstitational  provision  limit  it.  There  are  now 
two  hundred  and  forty-two  members  of  ibis  Huate, 
each  anzioas  to  convince  bis  constiwents,  by 
speaking,  that  he  is  worthy  of  thi  tra6t  reposed;  and 
many  are  equally  anxious  to  convince  the  Presi- 
dent is,  or  is  to  be,  that  be  is,  to  a  great  extent,  in- 
debted to  them  for  his  elevation.  And  there  are 
not  a  few,  each  of  whom  is  rabidly  anxious  to  coo< 
tince  tbe  people  that  he  would  make  as  good,  if 
not  a  better  President  than  even  the  Father  of  his 
Conntry.  Only  eoaceiye,  sir,  of  tbe  ten  thousand 
schemes  of  personal  ainbition  or  pecuniary  profit, 
which,  in  tbe  nature  of  man,  are  constantly  op*- 
raiiogupon  an  assembly  like  this,  and  onr  wonder 
mttst cease  that  there  should  be  twenty  up  at  a 
time,  crying  "Mr.  Speaker,"  to  the  extent  of  their 
lungs,  with  a  view  to  obtain  the  floor.  And  then, 
sir,  the  member  who  succeeds,  appnbeosive  that 
his  time  will  never  ceme  again,  is  forced,  by  a  sort 
of  necessity,  to  do  as  I  am  now  doing,  wander 
from  the  subject,  and  speak  of  other  matters 
which  be  may  deem  of  vast  importance,  I  have 
known  (he  gentlemen  here  to  consume  days  in  de- 
livering a  speech  which,  when  printed,  could  be 
re*d  in  as  many  hours.  A  great  proof  this  of  their 
want  of  prepaiatioD,  and  want  of  a  clear  perception 
of  the  subject.  And  then,  sir,every  other  member 
has  an  equal  right,  (and,  from  my  ezrerience  here, 
is  very  apt  to  exercise  it,)  and  thus  the  whole  of  a 
loag  session  would  be  too  short  to  discuss  any 
on*  question  or  msgnitude.  It  is  altogether  a 
mistake  to  ruppose  that  members  are  content  to 
hear  their  ideas  advanced  by  others.  Every  one 
must  speak  for  himself,  and  hence  the  same  thing 
is  repeated  over  and  over  to  ihe  hundredth  time. 
We  most  reform  this  courts  of  procedure.  If  we 
do  not,  the  Government  will  break  to  pieces  from 
its  utter  incapacity  to  legitlate.  It  will  sink  nnder 
the  disgastaad  contempt  of  an  abased  and  tania^ 
liied  people. 

I  have  looked  into  the  last  e<>nsas,  with  a  v!ew  to 
SMxrtain  what  was  probable  in  reference  to  making 
this  a  business  body,  by  reducing  its  numbers.  A 
ratio  of  sixty  thoosand  will  leave  to  the  great  States 
of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  their  present  repre- 
sentation in  number.  But  that  ratio  would  increase 
the  whole  number  of  members  lo  949,  and  would 
aggravate  tbe  evil  resulting  from  numbers.  Under  a 
ratio  of  sixty  thousand.  New  Hampshire,  Connec< 
lieat,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  Maryland,  and  Ten- 
nessee would  each  lose  one  member;  Sontb  Carc- 
lina  and  Kentucky  wenid  each  lose  two  members; 
North  Carolina  would  lose  three,  and  Virginia  four. 
Under  that  ratio  Louisiana  would  gain  one  mem- 
ber; Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Michigan  woold 
each  gain  two  members,  Missouri  three,  Indiana 
and  Illinois  four  each,  and  Ohio  six.  The  other 
States  would  retain  their  present  n6mber  of  mem- 
bers. TenStates  would  lose  members,  eight  would 
gtun,  and  eight  remain  as  they  are.  Now,  I  snbroit 
it  to  the  Amariean  people  whether  it  woaW  not  ad- 
vanee  the  pablieinterests  in  an  eminent  degree  lo 
m^  the  nttio  to  as  io-c»daoe  Hm  number  of  mm- 


bers  to  juit  double  the  nnmber  of  Senators.  A 
greater  blessing  could  not  be  conferred  on  this  na- 
tion by  the  next  Congress;  and  I  should  rejoice  to 
see  tbe  people  take  up  the  subject,  and  ponr  in  peti- 
tions and  memorials  from  all  qaartets  deaiaoding 
this  great  reform.  It  is  the  interest  of  every  cit  zeo, 
politicians  excepted, '  that  it  should  be  made.  It 
woald  save  hundreds  of  tbotLsands  anntuUy  to  the 
Treasury,  and  enable  Congress  to  do  the  public 
bisincss. 

The  example  of  the  British  House  of  Commons 
and  some  of  onr  Slate  Legislatures  where  the  popu- 
lar branch  is  vciy  numerous,  may  be  referred  to  as 
worthy  of  imitation.  No  one  will  be  deluded  by 
the  refeienee,  if  he  will  contrast  tbe  qualities  to 
which  members  of  Congress  are  indebted  for  their 
election,  with  those  of  the  members  of  tbe  legisla- 
tive assemblies  alluded  to.  Papular  manners  and 
fine  speaking  talents  are  tbe  principal  ingredients 
to  please  the  ta«te  of  tbe  Republic.  No  Slate  can 
fill  its  legislative  balls  with  hundreds  of  aecom-  - 
plished  orators,  although  it  ma;  be  able  to  send  its 
quota  here.  A  nnmerous  State  Legislature,  of  ne- 
ce8.-iiy,  mast  be  compoicd  of  a  majority  who  act 
rather  than  talk.  Influential  friends  and  mncb 
money  rule  the  elections  of  England.  Qod  forbid 
that  money  should  possess  a  controlling  iLfiuence 
over  enr  elections;  and  jret  there  a  great  danger 
that  we  may  be  brought  to  it  by  corruption.  Thofe 
who  get  here  by  talking  at  home,  will  not  readily 
surrender  their  vocation;  hence  Congress  has  scores 
of  O'Connells,  busied  in  na:bing  but  agitations, 
whilst  tbe  British  Parliament  has  but  one. 

Here  we  talk  to  acquire  fame.  Ii  is  not  so  much 
the  case  in  England.  If  the  House  of  Common^ 
debated  as  we  do,  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  any 
thing.  The  members  of  tbe  Coniinental  Congress, 
who  declared  independence  and  signed  the  ever- 
memorable  declaration,  were  filly-six  in  nnmber. 
The  articles  of  confederation,  which  first  united  the 
Slates  into  a  social  compact,  were  the  achievement 
of  forty-eight  men.  There  were  only  thirty-nine 
members  of  the  Oonveniion  which'formed  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Stales.  There  were  only 
sixty-five  memberi  of  the  first  House  of  Represent- 
atives, npon  whom  were  devolved  the  duties  of  or- 
g&niziog  the  Qovernment.  The  number  of  Repre- 
sentatives fixed  by  the  first  apportionment  nnder 
lb:  first  census  was  105,  and  nnroiiunately  the 
nnmber  has  been  increased  at  each  subsequent  ap- 
portionment. The  greatest  events  ia  onr  history 
have  been  Ihe  frails  of  the  labors  of  deliberative 
assemblies  composed  of  less  than  half  our  present 
numbers.  I  tremble  for  the  fate  of  ray  country, 
when  I  contemplate  ihe  prospect  of  another  war, 
and  perhaps  with  our  old  enemy,  and  reflect  that 
we  shall  be  dependent  upon  a  iMitialion  of  discor- 
dant ceuncillors  in  this  body  io  provide  means  for 
its  conduct  and  issue.  The  inevitable  inefficiency 
uf  large  masses  for  any  deliberative  purpose,  or  for 
prompt  action,  will  have  a  mighty  tendency  iu  time 
ot  war  to  strengthen  tbe  Executive  am  of  ibe  Qo- 
vernment.  The  plea  of  necessity  will  justify  Ex- 
ecutive encreachments,  and  the  people  will  submit, 
^because  they  will  see  no  other  hope  of  deliverance; 
'and  thus  we  may  tacitly  yield  to  tbe  arbitrary  acis 
of  a  dictator.  Let  us  reium  lo  the  examples  set  by 
onr  fathers,  by  reducing  ibis  body  to  the  half  of  its 
present  n  ambers. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  make  one  remark 
npon  the  sbbject  of  the  diitribulion  of  tbe  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands.  I  (hall  not  at'empt  to  answer 
the  gentleman  ffom  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise,]  ^nd, 
and  others  who  have  opposed  tbe  distribution,  a!- 
thongh  I  believe  every  they  urced  is  susceptible  of 
an  easy  refutation.  What  I  dcMie  to  say  is  new  to 
my  own  mind,  and  I  merely  wishio  throw  it  ont 
for  consideration.  If  it  has  we'ght,  and  I  think 
it  has,  it  will  produce  its  proper  effect  at  tbe  pro- 
per time. 

The  Articles  of  Confederation  were  in  full  ope- 
ration at  the  time  Virginia  ceded  ber  claim  to  ibe 
country  between  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers 
and  the  lakes,  "for  tbe  use  and  benefit  of  such  of 
the  United  States  a.^  have  becojne,  or  shall  become, 
raembeis  of  the  Confederation,  Virginia  inclutive, 
{Lcoording  to  ibeir  nsoal  respective  proportions  in 
the  geDtial  charge  and  ezpeiiditnie,  and  shall  be 


faithfully  and  bona  flde  disposed  of  for  that  par- 
pose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatever," 
The  language  quoted  is  taken  from  the  deed  of 
cession.  Now,  sir,  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
granted  to  tbe  General  Government  very  limited 
powers,  compared  with  those  conferred  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  Tbe  Confedetatien 
had  no  power  lo  levy  and  collect  taxer.  -It  was 
ev«n  limited  in  the  amount  of  profit  on  postages  lo 
the  expenses  of  the  Post  Office  establishment.  It 
could  make  requisitions  on  tbe  several  Sutes,  re- 
qairlng  them  to  fill  the  common  Treasury;  but,  if  ihe 
Stales  failed  to  comply.  Congress  bad  no  power  to 
coerce  them.  As,  then,  the  Stales  raised  and  fur- 
nished the  money  in  their  own  modes,  according 
to  Ihe  portions  which  they  were  required  to  pay; 
and  as  the  Confederation  had  no  authority  to  draw 
a  dollar  from  the  pockets  uf  the  people,  except 
through  the  action  of  the  Stale  Legislatures,  I  re- 
quest gentlemen  to  imagine  a  single  case:  Suppose 
the  Stales,  influenced  by  the  prrspectof  war  bad 
placed  in  the  common  Treasury  a  sum  suiled  lo 
the  emergency;  suppose  the  lowering  difficulty  to 
pass  away,  so  tbat  the  money  was  not  needed;  is 
there  any  thing  in  Ihe  Articles  cf  Confederation 
which  forbade  the  return  of  the  money  to  the  Stales 
Which  famished  ill  Would  it  not  have  been  Ihe 
duty  of  the  Confederation,  in  such  a  caw,  to  reinm 
tbe  mone}1  I  believe  every  impartial,  sound  mind 
mast  give  an  affirmative  answer.  Is  there  any  dif- 
'ferenee  between  Ihe  money  coming  from  the  tales 
of  pnblicland,  and  that  supplied  by  Ibe  Slates  un- 
der the  Articles  of  Confederationt  Can  any  one 
,  take  a  distinction,  npon  which  the  mrney  drawn  by 
Stale  taxation  from  the  people  should  go  back  into 
Ihe  Treasuries  of  ihe  Stales,  and  yet  the  money 
arising  from  the  sales  of  lands  must  be  retained} 
It  is  worthy  of  lematk  tbat  tbe  deed  of  ces- 
sion, by  which  the  Confederation  acquired  the  title 
of  Virginia,  does  not  declare  tbat  the  lands  shall  he 
di'posed  of  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Confede- 
ration as  a  whole,  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  Con- 
federation exclusively.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  "for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  snch  of  the  United  Stales  as 
have  or  shall  become  members  of  the  Confedera- 
tion;" evidently  implying  tbat  the  proceeds  might 
be  applied  to  Stale  as  well  as  Confedt  ration  par- 
poses,  and  that  the  great  object  of  the  cession  was 
to  allow  each  State  lo  participate  in  a  common 
fund  according  to  a  prescribed  rale,  withonl  limit- 
ing and  resirieting  tbe  partienlar  manner  in  which 
toe  fund  should  be  used.  The  Confederation  was 
made  the  trustee  of  the  fund;  and,  as  such,  there 
could  be  no  mnre  appropriate  disposition  of  the  mo- 
ney than  to  hand  it  over  to  the  enlmi  qut  tnut.  All 
this  is,  to  my  mind,  perfectly  dear,  nuder  tbe  Arti- 
cles of  Confederation.  Nor  can  I  perceive  how 
the  subsequcat  adoption  of  ihe  CoosliiulXon  of  tbe 
Uoiied  S:ates  chargss  the  case.  There  may  be 
some  reason  for  saying  that,  as  Congress,  nnder  ihe 
Constituiion,  derives  supplies  from  it«  own  system 
of  taxation,  and  as  the  Governmput  is  one  of  li- 
mited powers,  money  cannot  be  raised  or  applied 
constitutionally  to  any  oiher  purposes  except  those 
expressly  enamerated.  But  snch  reasons  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  Ihe  question  in  regard  to  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  c<:pecially  tbat  ponion  of  tbem  ac- 
quired by  cessions  from  tbe  States.  In  regard  to  tbe 
public  lands  held  wnder  tbe  pnrcha&es  of  Louisiana 
and  Florida,  there  is  no  reason  lo  suppose  tbat  it 
was  designed  to  have  a  diflerence  made  in  the  mo- 
ney arising  from  their  sale  and  that  coming  from 
tbe  lands  ceded  by  the  States,  I  place  Ihe  whole 
npon  the  same  footine,  and  take  tbe  original  posi- 
tion of  the  public  domain,  under  the  Ariicles  of 
Conf-^deraiion,  as  my  guide.  There  is  at  least  as 
much  constitutional  warrant  for  placing  the  public 
lands  of  Louisiana  and  Florida  upon  the  same  ba- 
sis as  those  acquired  from  Virginia,  as  there  was 
for  Ihe  purchase  and  annexation  of  these  Territo- 
ries to  tbe  United  States. 

Some  days  ago,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Duncan]  told  us  that,  four  years  hence,  the  dead 
march,  Old  Roslin  Castle,  wonid  be  played  at  the 
funeral  ceremonies  of  the  Harrison  adminiitration, 
and  intimated  th:it  Whig  principles  would  ever  af- 
ter be  conMgsed  to  oblivion.  That  gentleman  ap- 
peared in  a  new  character.  I  should  never  have 
suspected  him  for  a  prophet,  and  cannot  now  put 
faith  in  His  Loehlet  warning.    Sir,  I  wooM  eon- 
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mend  to  him  and  hit  party  other  consolation  for 
their  own  defeat  than  preaagiag  disasters  to  thoie 
vho  have  Taoqaished  them.  Conld  he  but  tajr, 
**!  fell  in  a  just  caase,"  as  we  all  know  be  lores 
poetry,  be  might  have  foand  consolation  in  the  re- 
flection that 

"The  twatl  Ttllu»  mkidi  whan  with  flovrara  alu  dnoea 
Her  dark-flowing  lieir  on  eome  festival  daj, 

Shall  Ihink  of  mj  "fate,lill,  nei;lectliig  her  treeeea, 
She  monniAillr  tame  nom  her  mirror  away." 

Bot  alas!  I  fear  the  gentleman  has  fallen  in  the 
cause  which  wUI  not  even  secore  him  the  sympathy 
of  the  log  cabin  lads  and  lasses,  with  whom,  in 
days  "lang  syne,"  aceordiag  to  his  own  accoont,  be 
diank  new  whiskey  out  of  a  gonrd,  and  danced 
after  mosle  made  upon  three  strings  of  a  cracked 
fiddle. 

Sir,  it  has  not  been  long  since  I  dreadrd  the  soe- 
cess  of  locolocoism.  In  my  gloomiest  moments 
fanay  painted  the  scenes  of  the  French  revolation, 
and  located  ihem  in  this  blessed  land.  The  gaillo- 
tine,  streaming  with  human  gore,  roSe  like  a  borii- 
bte  vision  before  me,  and  I  saw  fiends,  in  the  ga  b 
and  semblance  of  men,  seize  the  hsad  of  the  female 
Tictim  as  it  rolled  from  the  block,  raise  it  alofi  by 
die  hair,  and  before  the  brain  had  ceased  its  func- 
tions, whilst  yet  a  glare  of  inlelleetual  perception 
and  horror  shone  from  the  eye  and  coantenance, 
spit  tipon  and  strike  with  the  fist  in  the  face,  and 
tbotit  "Hnrrah  for  Liberty  and  Equality. "  Sach 
was  the  condact  of  the  demon  Le  Qross  to  the  dl;- 
serefed  head  of  the  beantifal  Charlotte  Corde.  If, 
in  a  gloomy  moment  like  this,  the  wizard  fr.  m 
Ohio  bad  told  his  tale,  even  then  I  would  hare  said 
for  every  true  Whig  what  the  Highland  chief  de- 
clared for  himself..^he  will  fall 

■■Whh  hie  back  u>  the  field  and  hia  feet  la  the  foe; 

And  leaiing  in  iMUle  no  blot  on  hi*  name, 

Look  proudly  to  Hearen  ftom  the  death-bed  aflame." 

Bot,  sir,  my  days  of  doQbt  and  dismay  are  over. 
It  may  bereafur,  as  it  has  done,  take  a  leng  time  to 
enlighten  the  public  mind,  but  1  see  in  the  election 
of  Qeneral  Harriwn  a  verificaii^n  what  the  great 
statesman  said,  "imth  is  omnipotent,  and  pablic 

^-jostiee  certain."  All  that  a  good  cause  wants  is 
perseverance.  "Blessed  is  he  that  holds  ont  to  the 
end."  And  if  the  Whig  party  will  only  execale 
their  professed  principles,  reform  abnses,  walk 
hambly  in  the  way  ot  doing  good,  eschew  the  mo- 
narchical and  aristoeratieal  principles  practised  by 
their  adversaries,  cease  to  follow  their  examples, 
and  remember  that  the  main  object  of  Government 
is  not  to  collect  taxes  Irom  the  many  to  enrich  the 
few,  that  the  glory  of'  a  nation  does  not  consist  in 
the  wealth  and  personal  grandeur  of  offiee  holders, 
but  in  the  comfort  and  independeoce  pf  a  numer- 
ous, hardy,  and  iatrlligent  population — in  other 
words,  let  the  Whigs  resonnce  the  doctrines  of  tbe 
"spoils  system,"  and  their  political  power  will  con- 
tinne  whilst  the  Alleghanies  maintain  their  founda- 
tions. 

Let  the  Whigs  give  tbe  naiinn  a  well  regulated 
National  Bank.  Let  them  amend  the  Constitution, 
and  limit  the  eligibility  of  the  Pre^ideat  to  one 
term;  place  the  revenues  of  the  country  exclusive- 
ly in  the  hands  of  the  Representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, nnder  ih«  management  of  a  Secre:aiy  of  the 
Treasury  chosen  by  them;  make  the  Post  Office  D:- 
parimcnt  wholly  independent  of  the  Executive;  rt- 
lieve  inferior  Executive  c&'.tn  from  ibe  condition 
of  slavery  in  which  they  are  placed,  an<l  allow  no 

.  arbitrary  political  punishments  t)  be  inflicted  on 
those  who  failbfuliy  and  honestly  discbarge  their 
offic'al  duiir.' ;  render  members  of  Congress  ineli- 
gible to  pffises  in  the  gift  of  the  President  for  a 
nmited  time  after  their  representative  terms  expire; 
give  good  but  not  extravagant  salaries;  let  the  elec- 
tion of  President  be  national,  and  made  directly  by 
the  peop'e,  without  tbe  agency  of  electoral  cnl- 
lcge»;  yes,  tir,  let  the  Whigs  do  the  thiols  they 
have  promised,  and  they  will,  by  so  doing,  perpetn- 
ale  their  power  and  their  principles,  and  secure 
ble<fing  and  praise  from  a  prosperous  and  con- 
tented people.  If  they  fail,  political  pledges  are 
mere  mockeries;  Republican  Government,  a 
hambof ;  professions  of  bunesiy,  the  trick  of  a 
bypocrilt;  and  vnr  hopes  of  human  liberty,  the 
ignis  faiuos  of  a  benighted  world — tbe  phosphores- 
cence which  Intes  to  destroetion. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  GIDDINGS, 

OF  OHIO, 
In  Ih*  House  of  SepreKntotivts,  Fetmory  9,  1841^ 
On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Tromps  )n,  of  South 
Carolina,  to  appropriate  "one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  for  the  removal,  subsistence,  and  benefit 
of  euch  of  the  Seminole  Chiefs  and  warriors  as 
may  surrender  for  emigra'ion." 
Mr.  GiDDiNos  said  he  rose  to  eonfratnlate  the 
country  upon  the  prospect  of  bringing  inis  nnbap- 
py  war  to  a  close.    I  am,  (said  be,)  however,  in 
some  degree  incredulous  as  to  its  speedy  termina- 
tion by  the  means  proposed  by  the  geiitleman  from 
Sonth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Thompson.) 

While  I  would  go  as  far  as  any  member  to 
bring  this  war  to  an  immediate  close,  I  ihink  it 
important  that  we^  should  Tcaref ally  examine  the 
causes  ihat  brought  it  on,  the  reasons  of  its  repealed 
renewal  and  continuation,  in  order  that  we  may  be 
able  to  adopt  such  measures  as  will  ensure  peace 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  I  think  tbe  plan 
proposed  is  defective  to  one  particular;  and  before 
I  take  my  seat,  I  intend  to  offer  an  amendment, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  will  correct  the  omission. 

Thij  war  bas  become  a  subject  of  deep  interest 
to  tbe  people  of  the  nation.  It  has  continued  to  oc- 
cupy the  attention  of  the  Government  and  the  ef- 
forts of  the  army  for  more  than  five  years.  Our 
•fficers  and  soldiers  have  fallen  victims  to  the  cli- 
mate, and  to  the  hostile  tribe  with  whom  we  have 
been  contending.  Near  forty  millions  of  the  na- 
tional trea'ure  have  been  swallowed  up  in  this 
most  unfortunate  contesu  Tbe  attention  of  our 
people  has  often  been  called  to  these  facts;  white 
^w,  very  few,  of  them  have  been  fully  informed 
as  to  ilie  original  exciting  cause  of  this  war,  or  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  rrmewed  and  con- 
ducted. Our  army  bas  been  defeated,  and  I  fear 
that  our  national  honor  has  not  lemained  alto- 
gether uniamished.  "Rumor,  with  her  thousand 
tongues,"  has  whispered  of  transactions  which,  if 
real,  bught  to  beknown;if  sot,  these  rumors  should 
be  forever  silentsed.  The  able  speech  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont,  over  ihe  way,  [Mr.  ErBavrr,] 
in  1836,  gave  us  some  idea  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  Indians  with  whom  we  are  now  contending 
were  treated.  Our  own  violations  of  the  treaty 
with  them,  while  we  required  a  rigid  observanc*  on 
their  part  of  all  its  terms,  were  clearty  and  ably  ex- 
pressed by  biffl.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  review 
onr  treaties  with  those  Indians,  or  to  speak  of  the 
manner  in  which  those  treaties  were  effeeied,  or  of 
the  grbat  injustice  done  to  the  Indians,  except  where 
these  subjects  have  manifestly  conduced  to  the 
disastrous  war  now  nnder  discussion.  It  is,  how- 
ever, my  purpose  to  call  ihe  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  .Ihe  causes  which  led  to  these  hostilities; 
10  that  policy  nhieh  has  involved  us  in  Ite  vast 
sacrifice  of  life  and  treasure,  expended  in  Florida 
during  the  last  five  years,  and  to  tbe  effect  which 
that  policy  has  bad  upon  the  rights  and  the  inte- 
rests uf  the  free  States.  I  also  propose  to  examine, 
for  a  few  minutes,  the  manner  in  which  ibis  war 
bas  been  conducted,  as  well  'as  the  effi  ct  which  the 
conduct  of  out  high  officers  of  Government  most 
have  upon  tbe  feelings  of  tbe  people  of  the  fne 
Slates,  and  upon  the  honor  of  our  nation.  In  do- 
ing ih>s,  I  intend  to  test  tbe  constitutionality  of 
Ihat  policy  by  those  plain  and  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  OUT  Government  to  which  I  think  must  all 
yield  a.»ent.  la  claiming  fi>rmy  constituents  and  the 
Stite  which  I,  in  part,  have  the  honor  to  represent, 
as  welt  as  for  ihe  free  Stales  geiwrally,  Ihe  rights 
and  privileges  which  I  think  belong  to  them,  and 
which  I  think  should  be  held  sacred  by  every  of- 
ficer of  Government,  I  shall  rely  upon  no  princi- 
ple that  has  not  been  frequently  as.seitcd  by  the 
slave  States,  and  by  both  ot  tbe  grrat  political  par- 
ties. Indeed,  I  intend  to  assert  no  principle  but 
such  as  will  command  ihe  afsent  of  every  member 
on  thii  floor. 

I  have  made  these  preliminary  remarks  in  order 
that  tbe  commiiiee  may  the  better  understand  what 
I  intend  to  say  hereafter,  and,  having  stated  my 
prrm'ses,  I  will  enter  upon  an  investigaiion  of  the 
causes  which  led  to  the  Florida  war.  Before  I  do 
this,  however,  I  will  take  occasion  to  say  that  the 
lands  occupied  by  these  Indians  formed  no  induce- 
meat  for  us  to  entar  upon  this  war.   General  Jesop 


says,  "those  lands  would  not  pay  for  the  noedieiMa 
mied  by  onr  troops  while  employed  against  Ike  In- 
dians." The  Seminole  Indians,  by  Ihe  trea^  ca- 
tered into  at  Payne's  Landtag,  on  ike  9ik  May,  A. 
D.  I83S,  agreed  to  emigrate  west  of  tbe  Missbupfi 
upon  certain  conditions.  I  shall  not  iaqnire  whs- 
tber  thosa  conditions  were  perfbrmed  on  onr  part, 
or  whether  tbe  Indians  wei«  or  were  not  asooll^ 
bound  to  tbe  observanes  of  this  stipulation.  It  is 
well  known  that  they  rsfused  to  emigrate,  and  that 
such  refusal  indoeed  General  Jacksdn  to  order  the 
military  force  of  the  United  States  lo  Florida  to 
compel  them  to  emigrate.  This  attempted  eom- 
pnlsion  brought  on  the  hostilities  whieh  aiill  eon- 
tinue.  The  important  question  now  propoaed,  ud 
whieh  I  intend  to  answer,  is.  Why  did  they  nfasa 
to  emigrate]  The  answer,  however,  nay  be  foaad 
in  Elxecntive  documents  of  the  34th  Coii|t(ea5>MitB 
first  session,  (House  Document  No.  371,  p.  8,)  in 
an  oSicial  letter  of  Wiley  Thompson,  Indiaii  ageai, 
to  Wm.  P.  Duval,  Governor  of  Florida,  daiad 
Jauuaiy  1,  1834,  neariy  a  year  pievious.to  tbe 
commencement  of  hostilities.  Speaking  of  Ike  un- 
willingness of  the  Indians  to  emigrate,  Geoeml 
Thompson  says:  "Tbe  principal  causes  whieh  ope- 
rate to  cherish  this  feeling  hostile  lo  emigration  are, 
first,  the  fear  that  their  reunion  with  the  Greeks, 
which  will  subject  them  to  tbe  goveramaataadeoii- 
trol  of  the  Creek  national  council,  will  be  a  sur- 
render of  a  large  nsgro  property,  now  held  by  tboae 
people,  to  the  Cieeks,  as  an  aaiagoaia  claioiaaL" 

Thus,  sir,  we  have  offiaial  inieliigeaee  that  the 
principal  cause  of  the  war  was  the  fear  of  toslag 
this  "negro  properly."  And  we  are  led  to  inquire 
into  the  biitoty  of  these  conflicting  claims  to  the 
"negro  property"  between  the  Creeks  and  Semi- 
noles. 

In  the  letter  above  quoted,  Gkneral  Thompsoa, 
speaking  further  on  the  subject,  says:  "The  Cntk 
claim  to  negroes  now  in  the  posscssioa  of  the  Se- 
minole Indians,  which  is  supposed  to  be  tbe  first 
cause  of  hostility  to  Ihe  emigration  of  the  lailer 
tribe,  grows  out  of  the  treaty  of  I83I  between  the 
United  Stales  and  the  former."  We  have  now 
traced  the  original  and  principal  cause  of  this  war, 
as  given  by  the  Indian  agent,  to  the  treaty  of  In- 
dian Spring,  made  on  the  8lh  January,  I3S1.  This 
is  the  official  report  of  an  accredited  offieer  of  O^  t 
vemment,  who  had  loag  mingled  in  the  councils  of 
the  .Indians,  and  who  was  most  familiar  with  ih«r 
views,  and  whose  word,  I  presume,  was  never 
doubted.  I  will  now  ask  the  attention  of  ike  com- 
mittee for  a  moment,  while  I  relate  seme  of  Ike 
historical  facts  that  brought  about  ibis  treaty  of 
1831. 

We  are  all  aware  that  Indians  freqacMiy 
commit  trespasses  upon  ihe  properly  of  Ibmr  whiM 
neighbors.  In  1802,  Congress  passed  a,  law  by 
which  the  people  of  Georgia  received  pay  for  ail 
such  trespasses  committed  eubsequently  by  Ike 
Creek  Indians  from  the  public  treasure,  and  Ibe 
amount  thus  paid^  Was  retained  from  Ike  anauiies 
or  other  moneys  due  the  Indians.  By  Ike  tieaiy  of 
1821,  an  attempt  was  made  to  obtain  for  the  peo- 
ple of  Georgia  pay  for  slaves  who  bad  lefc  their 
masters  and  laken  ap  their  residence  with  the  In- 
dians prior  to  1803;  and  an  agreement  was  obtained 
from  them,  consenting  that  the  Uniied  States 
should  pay  lo  tbe  people  of  Geoigia  Ike  amouM 
found  due  them  for  such  losses  prior  to  1803,  and 
retain  the  amount  thus  paid  ont  of  tbe  money  due 
the  Indians  for  the  lands  sold  to  the  United  Stales; 
provided  the  sum  thus  found  due  should  not  exceed 
$960,000.  The  indemnity  sought  for  ibe  slave- 
bolders  of  Georgia  by  this  treaty  was  for  losses 
sustained  twenty  years  prior  to  ihe  treaty,  and  ex- 
tending back  an  iodefioile  period. 

Under  this  treaty  the  Creek  Indians  were  eem- 
pelled  to  pay  for  slaves  that  had  left  their  masters 
forty  ot  fifty  years  prior  to  the  date  of  tbe  treaty. 
Nor  wer«  they  compelled  merely  to  pay  for  slaves 
ihat  lived  or  had  taken  up  their  residence  with  ike 
Indian^  but  they  were  charged  for  the  value  of  tbe 
slave  when  shown  to  have  left  bis  master  wiikoM 
proof  that  he  was  with  tbe  Indians,  or  bad  any  ea- 
istence  in  their  country.  I  speak  upon  tbe  aatbo- 
rity  o(  Mr.  Wirt,  late  Attorney  General,  as  ex- 
pressed in  Executive  Doeument  No.  198, 1st  ses- 
sion 30th  Congress.  Nor  were  those  abas 
companied  with  others  of  cqnaily  flaffaal  i 
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ter.  Mr.  Wirt,  in  the  lame  commnnicatioD,  as- 
sures the  President  that  (he  price  allowed  for  a 
slave  was  two  or  three  times  bis  real  value.  Yei, 
after  pacing  for  all  the  slaves  that  could  be  shown 
to  have  left  their  masters,  at  two  or  three  times 
their  real  value,  ic^eiher  with  other  property  taken 
or  destroyed  by  the  Seminolei  prior  to  1802,  it  was 
found  tUat  the  whole  amounted  to  but  f  101,000, 
leaving  in  the  hands  of  the  Grovemment  $149,000 
belonging  to  the  Indians.  This  money,  however, 
was  not  returoed  to  the  Indians,  bat  was  retained 
by  Government  until  1834,  when  the  owners  of  ilie 
fugitive  slaves  petitioned  Congress  that  it  might  be 
divided  among  ihem.  This  petition  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  the  chair- 
man, an  honorable  member  from  Oeorgia,  [Mr. 
GiLMBR,]  reported  in  favor  of  dividing  the  money 
among  the  owners  of  the  fugitive  slaves  as  a  com- 
pensation for  the  offspiing  which  the  slaves  would 
have  borne  had  ihey  remained  in  boodase.  Tnis 
plan,  which  I  think  sets  at  perfect  defiance  all 
Yankee  calculations,  was  rejected  by  Congress. 
But  a  bill  was  siibieqa,ently  inirolnced,  providing 
for  a  division  of  this  money  among  the  owners  of 
those  slaves  by  way  of  interest,  in  direct  violation 
of  the  treaty,  and  notwiih-itanding  ihey  had  pre- 
viously received  two  or  three  times  the  real  valne 
of  their  slaves;  and  this  bill  soon  pissed  into  a 
law.  This  was  done  in  1834.  The^e  slaves  had 
most  of  them  united  with  the  Seminoles  or  runa- 
ways in  the  peninsula  of  Florida,  and  the  Creeks, 
(fcom  whom  the  Seminoks  had  formerly  sepa- 
rated,) having  paid  to  the  people  of  Georgia  two  or 
three  times  the  value  of  those  slave?,  now  claimed 
them  as  their  property.  The  Creeks  had  mostly 
gone  west  of  the  Miwiisippi,  and  iheir  agents  were 
in  Florida  demanding  these  negroes  of  the  Semi- 
noles. The  Seminoles,  in  the  mean  lime,  it  is  said, 
had  intermarried  with  the  negroes,  and  stood  con- 
nected with  them  in  all  the  relations  of  domestic 
life.  If  they  emigrated  west,  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren would  be  taken  from  them  by  the  Creeks  as 
slaves;  if  they  remained  in  Florida,  they  must  de- 
fend themselves  against  the  army  of  the  United 
States.  With  them,  sir,  it  was  war  on  .one  side, 
and  slavery  on  the  other.  This  sta'e  of  ihiogs  was 
entirely  brought  about  by  the  rfibrls  of  onr  Go- 
vernment to  obtain  pay  for  the  fugitive  slaves  of 
Georgia. 

This  interference  of  the  Federal  Government  in 
behalf  of  slavery  in  Georgia  appears  to  have  b:en 
the  origin  of  all  onr  Florida  difficulties. 

[Mr.  W>RRXK,  of  Georgia,  called  Mr.  Giddinss 
to  order  on  the  ground  of  irrelevancy. 

The  Chairman,  Mr.  Clipposd,  of  Maine,  de- 
cided (hat  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Giddinq;  respecting 
the  origin  of  the  Florida  war  were  in  order;  and 
Mr.  G.  proceeded.] 

I  think  this  interposition  of  oar  Federal  Govern- 
ment unconstitutional  and  improper,  and  will  as- 
sign the  reasons  of  that  opinion. 

[Mr.  HjkBrasBAM,  of  Oeorgia,  called  Mr.  Gio- 
otMQs  to  order,  and  stated  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  had  intimated  his  intention  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  proposition  before  the  Houk,  and  was 
proceeding  to  make  aspeech  pretty  freely  interlarded 
wnh  abolition,  while  this  committee  wers  yet  unin- 
formed as  to  the  t-rms  of  the  amendment  he  in- 
tended to  offer. 

The  Chairmim  stated  that  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  had  reference  to  the  proposi- 
tion before  the  House,  and  were  therefore  in 
order. 

Mr.  HaBBBSBaM  desired  to  hear  the  amend- 
ment.] 

Mr.  GiDDHias  resumed.  I  arose,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to  dLscoss  the  Florida  war,  and  I  intend  do- 
ing so,  and  eannot  be  drawn  off  upon  any  collate- 
ral point?,  nor  frightened  from  it  by  the  cry  of  Abo- 
lition. 

_  1  will,  however,  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia, that  I  have  not  said,  nor  do  I  intend  saying, 
one  word  npon  the  subject  of  Abolition,  although  s 
may  perhaps  lonch  upon  the  doctrine  of  Slate  right 
and  strict  construction. 

1  hold  that  if  the  slaves  of  Gkorgia  or  any  other 
State  leave  iheir  masters,  the  Federal  Government 
has  no  constitutional  authority  to  employ  oar  army 
or  navy  for  their  reeaptuie,  or  lo  apply  the  nation- 


al treasure  to  repurchase  them.  We  possess  no 
conslilnlional  power  to  do  either.  If,  however,  gen- 
tlemen of  the  South,  who  hold  to  a  strict  and  rigid 
consiroction  of  that  instrument,  will  point  me  to 
the  c'ause  of  onr  Constitution  containing  such  au- 
thority, I  will  confess  my  obligations  to  them.  Sarh 
power  would  necessarily  include  the  power  to  tax 
the  free  States  to  an  indefinite  eitteat  for  the  sup- 
port of  slavery,  and  for  arresting  every  fegitive 
slave  who  has  fled  from  his  master,  within  the 
several  States  pf  ibis  Union.  Such  power  I  deny 
most  dittinctly  and  emphatically.  Bat,  sir,  we 
have  as  much  light  to  do  this  directly  as  we  have 
10  do  it  indirectly.  We  have  as  much  power  to 
employ  onr  army  and  navy  fai  recapturing  fugitive 
.  slaves,  as  we  have  to  make  a  treaty  «iih  the  In- 
dians to  retake  such  fagitives,  and  then  employ 
cmr  army  and  navy  to  compel  the  Indians  to  do  it. 
Ws  have  as  much  power  to  tax  the  free  States, 
and  apply  the  money  directly  for  the  pnrchase  of 
fugitive  slaves,  as  we  have  to  tax  them  to  carry 
on  a  war  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  the  surren- 
der of  such  slaves,  or  even  to  apply  the  national 
treasure  to  th<:  holding  of  snch  Ireallesi  In  truth, 
sir,  we  have  no  power  whatever  over  the  subject 
or  institution  of  slavery  within  the  several  States 
of  this  Union.  We  have  neither  the  power  lo  sus- 
tain nor  abolish  i',  to  create  or  destroy  it.  I  mean, 
sir,  that  we  have  no  ruch  powers  delegated  to  us  for 
any  porpose  whatever.  We  have  not  the  power  to 
sastaiait  in  the  South,  or  csiabli&h  it  ia  the  North. 
I  know  it  is  said,  and  repeated,  and  as!:erted,  that 
a  portion  of  the  people  of  the  free  States  hold  that 
we  have  power  io  abolish  slavery  in  the  States.  I 
can  only  say  that  I  have  never  met  with  any  intel- 
ligent man  who  has  advanced  such  doctrine  in  my_ 
hearing.  For  my  own  part,  I  believe  we  have  as" 
mneh  power  lo  establish  slavery  in  the  free  States 
as  we  have  lo  abolish  it  in  the  slave  States.  I  say 
nay  nothing  of  the  consiitulioual  power  of  Con- 
gress over  the  slave  trade  between  the  Stateti.  But, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  willing  to  believe  that  any 
gentlemen  on  this  floor  will  urge  the  right  of  taxing 
the  freemen  of  ihe  North  for  the  holding  in  slavery 
the  colored  men  at  the  Son'.b. 

I  would  not  nse  those  distinctions  of  North  and 
South,  could  I  avoid  them.  Yet  I  think  no  apolo- 
gy is  due  from  me  on  ibis  point,  as  I  have  con- 
Btanily  heard  them  used,  and  repeated,  and  reite- 
rated by  gentlemen  from  a  certain  portion  of  the 
Union,  daring  the  three  years  I  have  bad  a  seat  in 
thi<  hall. 

Bat,  sir,  I  wish  further  to  look  into  this  power, 
or  rather  the  want  of  power,  in  Congress  over  sla- 
very within  Ihe  States  of  this  Union.  In  Decem- 
ber, A.  D.  1838,  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire [Mr.  Athibtok]  introduced  lo  ibis  Howe,  a 
resolution  expressing  the  sense  of  the  House  in  re- 
gard to  this  power. 

[The  CRiiBMAN  informed  Mr.  Giddwos  that  the 
discussion  of  those  resolutions  would  not  be  in  or- 
der] 

I  had,  Mr.  Chairman,  no  idea  of  discussing  those 
rtsolntions.  I  merely  refer  to  one  of  them,  as  ex- 
pressing the  views  of  the  North  and  of  the  South 
on  ihia  subject.  It  vpeaks  the  voice  of  all  the  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eifthl  manbers  who  voted  for  it.  It 
reads  as  follows:  "Rnoleed,  That  lhi«  Oovemm'^nt 
is  a  Government  of  limited  powers;  ihAt,  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  has  no  power 
whatever  over  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  se- 
veral States  of  this  Union."  This  Tcsolation  re- 
ceived  the  almost  unanimous  fopport  of  this  House. 
There  were  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  votes  in 
favor  of  it,  and  bnt  six  aeainst  ii.  I  voted  for  it 
myself,  because  I  deemed  it  correct.  Every  mem- 
ber from  the  slave  States  voted  for  it.  I  shall  be 
slow  to  suspect  that  any  of  those  gentlemen  will 
now  change  their  position,  and  say  thai  we  have 
power  to  snstain.  slavery";  and  that,  in  voting  for  the 
resolution,  they  only  intended  to  say  that  we  hate 
no  power  whatever  over  the  subjeci  to  abolish  it.  I 
am  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment has  at  times  interposed  it<  influence  to  obtain 
for  the  citizens  of  slave  States  compensation  for 
slaves  taken  by  Indian  tribe.'!  and  by  Great  Britain. 
But  this  fact  furnishes  no  argument  against  the  po. 
siiion  I  have  assumed.  The  cases  alluded  to  were 
merely  the  acts  of  the  Bxeoative,  interposed  by 


common  consent,  without  discussion  or  objection, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  from  such  tribe  or 
Government  a'  compensation  which  we  have  ani<, 
formly  refused  when  demanded  of  ourselves;  tot  I 
believe  it  lo  be  well  nnderstood  that  we  have  never, 
in  any  instance,  paid  the  owner  for  the  lo»  of  a 
slave,  even  when  such  slave  was  pressed  into  Ihe 
public  service,  and  killed  while  thus  in  the  employ 
of  Gk)verDmeDt.  The  Florida  war,  having  its 
origin  in  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment to  snstain  slavery  in  one  of  the  Slates  o( 
this  Union,  is  to  far  unconstitutional,  and  is  directly 
opposed  to  Ihe  doctrine  contained  in  the  resolution 
above  quoted,  which  r^eceived  the  anan'motis  anp- 
port  of  the  (lave  States. 

And  now,  having  called  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  remote  and  principal  catise  of  this 
war,  I  will  ask  their  attention  to  some  of  the  mora 
.proximate  and  immediate  caoses.  On  the  21st  of 
May,  1836,  this  House  adopted  a  resolution  calling 
npon  the  then  President  for  "information  respect- 
ing the  causes  of  the  Florida  war."'  On  the  3d 
Jane,  the  President  transmitted  to  the  House  sut- 
dry  papers  relating  to  that  subject,  among  which 
may  be  fonnd  an  address  or  petition  of  nearly  one 
hundred  gentlemen,  raid  to  be  among  the  principal 
inhabilanis  of  Florida,  calling  on  ihe  President  to 
interpoie  the  power  of  the  General  Government  for 
Ihe  pnrpose  of  securing  them  in  (he  possession  of 
their  slaves.  These  gentlemen,  speaking  of  the 
Seminole  Indians,  say:  "While  this  indomitable 
people  continue  where  they  now  are,  the  owners  of 
^laves  in  onr  Territory,  and  even  in  the  States  con- 
tignoas,  cannot  for  a  moment,  in  any  thing  like  k- 
curity,  enjoy  this  kind  of  property." 

This  was  a  plain,  direct,  and  palpable  request 
for  the  President  to  interpose  the  strong  arm  of  the 
nation  in  behalf  of  slavery.  Nor  did  the  Presiden  ( 
remain  deaf  to  such  reqaes';  bat  he  immediately 
endorsed  an  order  on  the  back  oT  the  petition,  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  War  to  mtMe  inquiry,  and 
if  the  charges  were  found  trae,  "to  direct  the  In- 
dians to  prepare  forthwith  to  remove  west  ef  ibe 
Mississippi."  Soon  after  this,  the  treaty  of  Payne's 
Landing,  having  remained  nearly  two  years  un- 
noticed by  the  President,  wa>  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
their  sanction;  and  every  f  reparaiinn  was  made  to 
compel  the  Indians,  by  physical  force,  to  remove 
west  of  the  Missiitsippi.  A  cone^pondence  was 
carried  on  with  the  officers  of  onr  army;  and  all 
the  military  force  that  could  well  be  brought  to 
Florida  was  concentrated  there,  for  the  purpose  of 
compelling  the  Indians,  at  the  point  of  the  ba'  onet, 
to  emigrate.  This  was  done  wiihoat  even  laying 
the  -nhject  before  Congress,  or  asking  for  any  le- 
gislative scion. 

It  is  not  ray  intention  to  enlarge  on  this  point,  or 
to  comment  upon  this  very  extraordinary  interpo- 
sition of  Executive  influence  in  faver  of  slavery, 
wiiboQt  constitutional  or  legitimate  .sanction.  Nei- 
ther have  I  lime  to  comment  npon  the  manlier  in 
which  Ibe  treaty  of  Payne's  Landing  was  obtained 
from  the  Indiana;  nor  upon  the  extraordinary  terms 
of  that  treaty;  nor  upon  the  still  more  extraordina- 
ry method  of  enforcing  the  Indians  to  an  observance 
of  the  compoct  by  the  use  of  ihe  bayonet,  withont 
consaliisg  the  legislative  aatlioriiy,  in  defiance  of 
justice,  and  without  preceded.  But  I  desire  to  ex- 
amine into  Ihe  ran,ses  of  this  war,  and  discover 
how  far  it  has  had  its  origin  in  attempts  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  support  and  mainiain  slavery  at  the  na- 
tional eip-nsr,  and  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  the 
free  Staters.  In  doing  this,  I  shall  speak  from  no 
vagne  conjecture  or  uncertain  suspicion;  bnt  what 
I  say  shall  be  "from  the  book" — from  documenta- 
ry evidence  and  official  reports. 

The  addrcos  to  which  I  have  called  the  attentioik 
of  the  committee  estimates  the  number  of  negroes 
among  the  Seminole  Indians  at  that  time  at  more 
than  live  hundred;  and  they  declare  it  as  their  be- 
lief that  fcnr-fifihs  of  them  are  fugitive  slaves.  On 
the  20  h  January,  1834,  Gov.  Duval,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  says:  "The 
slaves  belonging  to  the  Indians  have  a  controlling 
influence  over  the  minds  of  their  masters,  anl  are 
entirely  opposed  to  any  change  of  residence.  It 
will  be  bfsi  at  once  to  adopt  firm  and  decided  mea- 
sures, sach  as  will  demonstrate  lo  the  Indians  the 
determination  of  the  Government  to  see  the  treaty 
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justly  and  fairly  ezecnted.  This  cannot  be  done 
antil  the  bands  of  outlaws  (fngitire  slaves)  men- 
tioned in  the  agent's  report  aie  arrested  and  broken 
up;  for,  so  long  as  they  are  permitted  to  remain, 
erery  Indian  that  is  unwilling  to  emigrate  will  seek 
iheir  protection."  No  man,  perhaps,  possessed 
better  knowledge  of  these  facts  than  Governor  Da> 
ral,  who  assures  us  that  tb«  negroes  controlled  the 
Indians,  and  that  the  Indians  sought  the  prolec'ion 
and  support  of  the  fugitive  slaves.  He  luither  as- 
sures us  that  n(ilhiag  coutd  be  done  while  those  fu- 
fitive  slaves  were  permitted  to  remain  in  F.orida. 
f  gentkuen  will  bear  this  advice  in  mind,  they 
will  better  understand  the  policy  that  subsequently 
guided  oor  army  against  the  Indians. 

In  a  letter  dated  January  26,  1834,  Gov.  Duval 
says:  "The  slaves  belonging  to  the  Indians  must  be 
made  to  fear  for  themselves  before  they  wilj  eea^e 
toinflnence  the  minds  of  iheir  masters."  Yon  may 
be  assured  (says  he)  that  the  tnt  step  towards  the 
emigration  of  these  Indians  must  be  tbe  breaking 
npof  the  runaway  slaves  and  outlaw  Indians." 
Thus  we  are  informed  that  the  war  must  be  first 
wsged  against  the  fugitive  slaves.  Perhaps  I  ought 
to  explain  that  slavery  among  the  Indians  is  very 
different  from  what  it  is  among  the  while;.  It  is 
comparative  independenc§.  Hence  the  slaves  of 
th*  Indians  have  a  perfect  horror  of  slavery  among 
ths  white  people.  Of  course  the  fugitive  slaves  and 
the  Indian  slaves  become  intimate  friendx,  &nd  act 
in  concert  for  the  liberty  of  all. 

[Mr.  Campbcli,  of  Sooth  Carolina  called  Mr. 
GiDDiNos  to  order,  and  stated  that  the  member  from 
Ohio  was  evidently  assailing  indirectly  an  institu- 
tion which,  by  tbe  roles  of  the  House,  was  not  lia- 
ble to  be  assailed. 

The  Cbairmin  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  had  expressed  his  intention  to  discuss  the 
Flerida  war,  and  he  had  understood  the  remarks 
as  having  referenca  to  that  subject.  The  Cniia 
conld  not  attribute  a  different  motive  from  that 
expressed  by  the  gentleman  himself.  I  am  (said 
he)  therefore  coasirained  to  say  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  is  in  order.] 

Mr.  GiDDioas  resumed.  I  was  not  aware,  Mr. 
Chairman,  tba'  our  inles  protected  from  discussion 
any  institution  whatever.  I  will,  however,  assure 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  that  I  shall 
•only  allude  to  the  subject  of  slavery  so  far  as  it 
stands  connected  with  the  Florida  war.  That,  to 
far  as  it  ha3  been  the  means  of  drawing  forty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  from  the  public  Trea.'^ary,  and 
most  of  it  from  the  free  S:atcs,  I  intend  to  assail 
it,  and  no  further.  •  Governor  Duval  says  "these 
slaves  must  first  be  made  to  fear  for  themselves." 
The  war  was  first  to  be  waged  against  slave.",  for 
the  reason  that  they  influenced  the  minds  of  their 
master*  in  favor  of  liberty.  In  other  words,  the 
Wir  mu~t  be  directed  against  the  right  of  a  slave  to 
express  his  mind  to  his  Indian  master  on  tbe  sub 
ject  of  human  rights.  Sir,  these  slaves  were  made 
to  fear  for  themselves  in  pursuance  of  these  inti- 
mations of  Governor  Dnva',  as  I  will  now  endea- 
vor to  shew  this  committee.  On  the  28  h  October, 
1834,  Geacrsl  Thompson,  in  a  letter  addres.<!ed  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  says:  "There 
are  many  very  likely  negroes  in  this  nation,  (Semi- 
nole )  Some  of  (he  whites  in  ihe  adjacent  settle- 
ments manifest  a  lestless  desire  to  obtain  them, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  Indian  raised  negroes  are  ■ 
now  in  possetision  of  ihe  whiles."  Thu.s,  sir,  it 
seems  that  kidnappine  was  not  unknown  in  that 
country.  This  same  General  Thompson,  the  ac- 
credited officer  of  Ibis  GovBn)m«nl,  on  the  9.h 
January,  1835,  advices  Government  ".hat  an  ex- 
pedition should  be  set  on  foot  for  the  double  pur- 
pose of  driving  the  Indians  within  iheir  boundary, 
and  to  capture  negroes,  many  of  whom  it  is  be- 
lieved are  runaway  slaves."  And,  sir,  our  array 
wat  pat  in  motion  to  capture  negroes  and  slaves, 
as  we  shall  find  in  tbe  sequel.  But  I  wish  t»  call 
t^e  attention  of  the  committee  for  a  few  moments 
to  the  manner  in  which  these  slaves,  in  the  words 
of  Govt  rnor  Duval,  were  "made  to  fear  for  them- 
selves." On  the  28th  July,  1835,  John  Walk»>r, 
one  of  the  Appalachicola  chiefs  belonging  to  the 
Seminole  band,  wrote  Gen.  Thsmpsoo,  Indian 
ageat,  as  follows: 

<l«p«d.Uon.  malitDg,  and  atumpttd  lo  Im  road«,  upoo  my  pro- 


pcrty,  by  a  company  of  negro  stealers,  some  of  whom  ars 
from  Columbus,  Georgia,  and  have  connectetl  themselvei  wHIi 
Brown  and  Douglass.  1  should  like  your  adrica  how  1  am  to 
act.  I  dislike  to  make  any  (rouble  or  to  lian  any  difficulty 
with  any  of  the  white  people.    But  if  they  trespass  upon  my 

fremifles  and  my  rlghla,  J  must  defend  myself  in  the  best  wsy 
caa  If  they  do  make  this  attempt— «ad  I  liare  no  doobt  they 
will— they  must  bear  the  coosequencea.  But  is  there  no  ciril 
Ia«to  |>rotectme1  Are  ^the  free  negroes  and  the  negroes  be- 
longing io  this  town  to  be  stolen  away  publicly,  and,  in  tlie  foce 
of  all  law  and  justice,  carded  off  and  sold  to  fill  the  pockets  of 
these  worse  than  land  pirates?  Douglaas  and  his  company 
hired  a  man  who  has  two  large  trained  dogs  for  the  purpose  to 
come  down  and  take  Bllley.  He  is  from  Mobile,  and  follows 
for  a  Uveliliaod  catching  runaway  negroes." 

This,  sir,  is  the  language  of  a  savage,  addressed 
to  his  civilized  neighbors.  He  called  in  vain  foi^ 
protection.  A  few  days  after  the  date  of  this  let- 
ter he  was  robbed  of  all  his  negroes;  so  says  the. 
report  of  tbe  United  States  attorney,  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  dated  April  21,  1836. 
But  of  Ihe  number  of  freemen  kidnapped  at  the 
same  time  we  are  not  inlormed.  At  all  events, 
"the  slaves  were  made  to  fsar  for  themselves,"  as , 
Governor  Duval  advised.  Can  we  wonder  that 
these  Indians  were  driven  to  acts  of  desperation? 

Here,  sir/  is  the  first  mention  I  have  met  of  the 
use  of  "bloodhounds"  in  this  Florida  war.  They 
were  used  by  "negro  stealers,"  for  the  purpose  of 
catching  the  colored  people  of  Florida,  and  our  of- 
ficers have  copied  the  example.  But  I  intend  giv- 
ing fnrther.examples  of  tbe  use  of  bloodhounds  be- 
fbce  I  close.  I  have,  however,  no  time  for  com- 
ment. My  object  is  to  place  facts  before  ihe  pee- 
ple  of  this  nation,  and  let  every^an  make  bis  own 
comments,  and  draw  his  own  conclusions.  I  will 
give  one  more  example  of  the  mode  of  "teaching 
slaves  to  fear  for  themselves."  E<-con-cbattimico 
was  also  an  Indian  chief  of  the  Seminole  band, 
'  living  upon  the  Appalachicola  river,  and  was  per- 
bap«  one  who  Nigned  the  treaty  at  Camp  Monllrie 
in  1833,  by  which  we  solemnly  pledged  the  faith 
of  this-ualiott  to  protect  ihe  Indians  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  lives  and  property.  This  chief  is 
said  to  have  owned  twenty  slaves,  valned  .at 
#15,000.  Tttese  "negro  stealers"  were  s-en  hover- 
ing around  bis  plantation,  and  their  object  conld 
not  be  misunderstood.  By  the  advice  of  the  sub- 
agent,  he  armed  himself  and  people  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defending  themselves.  When  (he  negro 
stealers  learned  that  E  con  chatlimico's  people  had 
armed  themselves  in  defence  of  their  liberiyt  (for 
they  considered  Indian  slaveiy  liberty  compared 
wiih  white  slavery,)  they  raised  a  report  that  the 
Indians  had  armed  themselves  for  the  purpose  of 
uniting  with  the  hostile  Seminole«<,  and  murdering 
the  while  people.  On  learning  thi%  F-2on-shaui- 
mico  at  once  delivered  up  his  arms  to  the  while 
people,  and  threw  himself  upon  their  protection. 
Disarmed,  and  unable  to  defend  his  people,  they 
were  immediately  kidnapped,  taken  off,  and  sold 
into  interminable  bondage.  E-con-  -hattimico  now 
calls  on 'OS  to  pay  him  for  the  loss  be  has  sustained 
in  the  violation  of  oor  treaty,  in  which  we  solemn- 
ly covraanied  to  protect  him  and  bis  property. 
Robbed,  abused,  insulted,  and  deceived,  he  emi- 
grated to  the  West,  and  now  looks  to  ns  for  a  re- 
dress of  the  wrongs  he  has  sustained.  I  give  the 
substance  of  his  statement,  ai  related  by  him  in  his 
petition,  and  communicated  by  General  Thompson, 
Governor  Duval,  and  tbe  district  attorney  of  Bast 
Florida,  and  sworn  to  by  several  witnesses. 

But,  sir,  this  transaction  and  others  equally  abu- 
sive were  scon  known  throughout  Florida.  Tbe 
Indians  and  negroes  were  thus  admonished  of  the 
necessiiy  of  uniting  their  efforts  and  energies  is  de- 
fence oi  their  liberty  and  lives.  Governnr  Duval, 
speaking  of  this  transaction  in  a  letter  to  Ihe  Se- 
cretary of  War,  dated  ihe  a3i  May,  says  "it  was 
an  outrage  well  calculated  to  rouse  the  Indians  to 
hostility."  The!!e.aTe  the  acts  that  have  led  us  on, 
step  by  step,  until  we  have  found  ourselves  in  tbe 
midi-t  of  a  most  disastrons  war. 

The  men  who  committed  the.se  robberies,  and 
kidnapped  these  negroes,  were  well  known,  for  the 
acts  were  committed  in  open  day;  their  names  and 
places  of  residence  are  distinctly  mentioned;  but  I 
have  yet  to  learn  that  any  one  of  them  has  been 
ponbhed  in  any  manner  for  this  warfare  against 
th«  liberty  of  the  bhteks  and  the  rights  of  the  lo- 
dians.  Indeed,  it  seems  to  have  been  an  object 
with  some  of  the  officers  eoaployed  in  Florida  lo 
induce  Government  itself  to  enter  into  tbe  bnsiness 


of  capturing  and  selling  slaves.  J.  W.  Hairir, 
disbursing  agent  of  Government,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  dated  Decem- 
ber 30,  1836,  sayi:  "I  would  tespeeUnlly  snggat 
that  you  tecjmmend  R>  tbe  honorable  Secretary  cf 
War  that  the  annuity  due  to  the  hostile  Indiana  be 
retained  to  defray  the  expenses  of  this  war;  and 
that  the  slaves  who  s-hall  be  captured,  whom  I  be- 
lieve to  have  been  generally  active  instigntois  to 
our  present  tronbles,  be  sold  at  public  sate,  and  tbe 
proceeds  appropriated  to  the  same  object  "  Thit 
is  the  first  efficial  proposition  that  bas  come  to  my 
knowledge  for  the  Government  to  enter  into  com- 
petition  with  the  "negro  stealers,"  by  capturing 
and  selling  slaves.  At  the  time  this  suggestion  was 
made,  we  were  engaged  in  open  war  with  these 
people,  who  had  sought  liberty  in  tbe  wilds  of  Fit - 
rida.  If  they  were  captured,  they  wonld  be  pri- 
soners of  war;  and  for  ui  to  sell  them  ns  stave* 
would  be  as  much  a  violation  of  oar  national  honor 
as  it  would  have  been  for  them  to  have  sold  as 
slaves  such  of  our  people  as  they  were  able  to  cap- 
ture. 

I  may  perhaps  be  permitted  to  remark  tint, 
among  tbe  people  of  the  free  States,  nothing  is  re- 
garded with  so  much  disgust  and  abboirenoe  as 
baying  and  selling  of  men,  women,  and  childrea, 
and  that  this  feeling  is  common  among  ad  elaaees 
and  all  political  parties. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  called  tbe  attentjoa  of  the 
commit!ee  to  what  is  officially  announced  aa  ibe 
first  and  principal  cause  of  this  war,  and  also  lo 
some  of  tbe  proxima'c  and  immediate  cauaex.  I 
think  no  man  can  doubt  that  it  originated  in  ibe 
attempts  of  the  Exeeuttvi  to  support  slavery  by 
the  influence  and  efforts  of  our  national  Govera- 
ment  in  violation,  as  I  think,  of  the  Constitntioa 
and  of  the  rights  of  the  free  States.  I  propose  h> 
investigate  tbe  subject  a  little  further,  and  to  exa- 
mine into  the  canse  that  led  lo  its  remoToI  and 
continuance. 

On  Ihe  6ih  day  of  March,  1837,  GeneraL  Jesup 
entered  into  a  conventional  anangement  widi  the 
Seminole  Indians,  by  which  it  was  agreed  that  hot- 
tilities  should  immediately  cease;  that  the  Indians 
should  emigrate  West  of  the  Mississippi;  that  ibej 
should  be  secure  in  their  lives  and  propeny;  and 
"that  negroes,  iheir  bona  fide  property,"  dioald 
accompany  them.  By  the  terms  of  this  compact 
no  negroes  were  included,  except  those  wboweie 
called  the  "bona  fide  property"  of  the  Indians,  al- 
though Governor  Duval,  Gteneral  Jesup,  and  tbe 
Indian  agent,  all  unite  in  saying  that  the  Indians 
were  controlled  by  the  blacks.  Thete  blacks  com- 
prised both  fugitive  slaves  and  free  people  of  color, 
who  were  connected  with  the  Indians  by  marriage 
and  consangniniiy.  The  attempt  to  separate  then 
appears  to  have  been  hopele.<s. 

The  Indian  who  bad  married  a  fugitive  slave 
and  reared  a  family  of  children  wonld  not,  in  ny 
opinion,  quietly  fold  his  arms  and  view  his  offspring 
and  their  mother  marched  off  into  interminable 
slavery,  while  he  himself  should  go  West.  iVcr 
do  I  believe  that  will  ever  be  done.  They  art  all 
the  enemies  ol  our  country,  fighting  in  arms 
against  ns.  They  have  already  cost  ns  much  trea- 
sure, and  the  b^ood  of  many  freemen.  If  Ibey 
will  now  surrender  themselves  "prisoners  of  war," 
I  would  send  them  all  West  together.  No  person 
can  doubt  o»r  perfect  right  to  do  so;  and  I 
think  justice  to  the  nation  and  to  the  Indians  re- 
quires it,  and  my  amendment  will  be  to  that  ef- 
fec'.  Gneral  Jesop's  attempt  to  separate  then 
failed,  and  I  believe  alt  further^  attempts  of  that 
kind  will  fail. 

This  compact  between  General  Jesnp  and  the 
Indians  bears  date  on  the  6th  March.  On  tbe 
18th  of  the  same  monih,  a  solemn  remonstrance 
against  this  arrangement  was  signed  by  a  nnmber 
of  gentlemen  of  high  stsndiogin  Florida,  anJ 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  These  gen- 
tlemen totally  objected  to  any  pacification  that  did 
not  provide  for  the  recapture  of  their  fofitrve 
slaves.  They  objected  lo  the  Indians  going  West 
until  they  should  take  and  return  lo  their  owners 
the  slaves  who  hid  escaped  from  their  masten  ia 
Florida.  The  remonstrance  may  be  found  at  SStfc 
page  of  Executive  documeat  of  tbe  House  of  Be- 
preteniatives,  No.  335  of  Ihe  3d  sesaon  of  the 
95  h  Congress.    It  is  an  interestinf  paper,  b«  of 
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tM  great  length  for  me  to  read  at  this  lime.  It 
shows,  in  a  most  palpable  light,  the  views  en'er- 
tained  by  those  gentleinea  io  re^rd  to  the  caase 
aod  object  of  (his  war.  Whsiever  oibers  may 
have  ihoogbt  npoa  thatsabjeet,  it  is  clear  that  they 
MippoKd  the  war  to  have  been  commenced  and 
oarritd  on  for  the  parpose  of  aiding  them  ia  hold- 
ing their  slaves;  and  they  declare  it  iacompatible 
with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  nation  to  permit 
the  Indians  to  emigrate  unUl  they  shall  bring  the 
slaves  back  to  their  owners.  I  have  no- doubt 
they  felt  that  they  were  correct  in  their  views;  nor 
do  I  believe  they  eniertaiaed  a  doubt  of  the  jostice 
•ad  propriety  of  taxing  the  free  States  to  any  ex- 
tent in  support  of  slavery.  There,  was,  how- 
ever, a.  ceosaiiott  of  hostilities,  notwithstanding 
these  remonstrances.  The  Indians  ceased  for 
a  time  to  pliuder  the  defenceless  families  of 
FlorUa,  to  barn  their  cabins,  and  morder  the 
defeacelejs  women  and  cfaildrea;  bat,  sir,  the  fu- 
gitive slaves  remained  yet  hiddea  in  the  swamps 
and  everglades  of  that  aat^averscd  country. 
Pne3  on  sneh  terms  appears  to  have  bern  accepta- 
ble to  the  people  of  F.orida.  I  will  not  speak  tbe  con- 
ctnsioiM  of  my  own  mind,  however,  on  ibis  subject, 
b«t  will  give  yoa  the  wordsof  a  high  officer  of  Qo- 
vernotent  who  was  on  the  spot,  and  who  spoke 
from  positive  knowledge.  I  refer  to  Qeneral  Je- 
sap,  who,  ia  a  letter  ddied  29ih  March,  1S37,  and- 
directed  to  Col.  John  Warren,  speaking  of  the 
anxiety  of  the  Indians  to  maintain  the  peace  agreed 
i^ton,  says:  "There  is  bo  disposition  on  tbe  part  oT 
the  great  body  of  the  Indians  to  renew  hostilities; 
and  they  will,  I  am  sure,  faithfully  fulfil  their  en- 
gagements if  tbe  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  be 
prudent.  Bat  any  attem^  to  seize  their  negroes  or 
other  property  would  be  followed  by  an  immediate 
resort  to  arms." 

Thus  we  have  the  authority  of  General  Jesup  for 
saying  that  the  Indians  wrre  anxioos  to  maiotaia. 
peace.  That  he  was  at  the  same  time  apprebeo< 
sive  that  th:  people  would  attempt  to  seize  the 
Indian  negroes.  What  reason  Gko.  Jesup  had  to 
suspect  tlaat  the  people  of  Florida  would  be  other- 
wise thaa  prudeni,  or  what  reason  be  had  to  fear 
that  they  would  seize  the  Indian  negroes,  I  know 
not.  He  certainly  exbibii«d  fears  upon  the  sub- 
jec'.  Foz  00  the  5th  April,  being  seven  days  sub- 
sequent to  this  letter  .to  Col.  Wairen,  we  find  that 
he  issued  a  general  eider  in  the  followinj;  words: 
"The  Commanding  Qeneral  has  reason  to  believe 
that  the  interference  of  unprincipled  while  men 
With  (he  negro  properly  of  the  Seminole  Indians,  if 
not  iffliBodiately  cheeked,  will  prevent  their  emi- 
gration, and  lead  tixa  renewal  of  hostilities."  The 
order  goes  on  to  prohibit  any  person  not  connroied 
with  the  public  service  from  entering  upon  the  ter- 
ritory assigned  to  the  Indians.  In  this  order  we 
have  official  intelligence  that  the  whites  did  in  tact 
interfere  with  the  Indian  slaves,  or,  in  other  wordi, 
they  began  to  rob  the  Indians  of  (heir  slaves  almost 
as  soon  as  hoidlities  ceaied.  A»  to  the  outiages 
oeounitted  upon  the  free  blacks  darine  the  luspen-. 
sion  of  hostilities  we  have  no  information  ia  this 
order,  and  are  left  to  infer  the  coarse  pursued  to. 
wards  them  from  the  evidence  I  have  prcviontly 
given,  if  these  people  were  safficiently  rapacious 
to  rob  the  Indians  of  their  negroes  under  such  cir- 
oamstances,  it  is  easy  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the 
safety  of  die  free  colored  people  found  with  the 
Indians.  How  many  of  them,  if  any,  were  made 
stives,  we  know  not.  On  tse  18'h  April,  twelve 
d«ys  after  tbe  date  of  his  letter  to  Col.  Wanen, 
Qen.  Jesnp  wrote  to  Gov.  Call,  saying:  "If  the 
citizens  of  the  Territory  be  prudent,  the  war  may 
bf  eonsidered  st  an  end.  Bat  any  attempt  to  inter- 
' rith  the  Indian  negroes  woitld  cause  an  im- 


fere 


me  tiate  resort  to  hostilities.  The  negroes  control 
iheii  masters,  and  they  have  heard  of  the  act  of 
your  legislative  council.  Thirty  or  more  of  the 
Indian  negro  men  were  at  and  near  my  camp  on 
the  Wilhiaooocbie  lale  in  March.  But  the  arrival 
of  two  or  three  citizens  of  Florida,  said  to  be  in 
***i^  of  negroes,  caused  ibem  to  dispene  at 
rae*,  and  I  donbt  whether  they  will  come  in  again. 
At  all  events,  the  emigration  will  be  delajed  a 
■walh,  I  apprehend,  in  consequence  of  the  alarm 
•f  these  negroes." 
Tb9  Mbairannent  i^itg  wtufib  CM-  ^«ei>|)  was 


thrown  is  quite  apparent,  notwithstfinding  his  order 
of  the  5  h  April.  Toe  people  wcreanxioas  to  bunt 
for  slaves.  The  negroes,  it  would  seem,  were  un- 
d(Y  constant  apprehension,  and  lied  when  a  slave 
catcher  came  into  ihtir  vicinity.  Whether  the 
Indian  negroes  had  cause  for  that  fear,  we  are 
unable  to  judge,  except  from  the  doeaments  before 
us.  Between  the  Indians  and  onr  army,  it  amtsars, 
there  was  no  diffiealty  whatever.  Bat  the  diffioalty 
appears  to  have  been  between  the  Indians  and  ne- 
groes on  one  side,  and  those  who  sought  to  rob  the 
Indians  and  enslave  the  blacks  on  the  other.  It  is 
alfo  quite  evident  that  some  of  the  people  of  Flf • 
rida  were  restless  under  the  order  of  the  5ih  of 
April,  prdubiting  ihem  from  entering  the  Indian 
country-  When  intelligence  respecting  that  order 
reached  St.  Aagustine,  it  seems  a  public  meeting 
was  called  and  a  committee  appointed  to  procure 
its  repeal,  in  order  that  the  while  people  might  enter 
the  Indian  cuiintry  for  the  parpose  of  seizing  slaves. 

This  committee,  said  to  be  composed  of  men  of 
high  standing,  addressed  a  long  letter  to  General 
Jesup,  in  which  ihey  say,  spe.ikiDg  of  the  people 
of  Florida:  "  While  they  believe  that  (he  accom- 
plishment of  a.  certain  pacification  must,  as  it 
ought,  be  an  object  of  primary  importance  in  these 
negotiations,  they  persuade  themselves  that  the 
preservation  of  ibe  negro  property  belonging  to  the 
inhabitanis  of  this  desolated  country  must  be  seen 
by  him  to  be  an  object  of  scaroely  less  moment." 
It  is  a  most  undeniable  fact,  borne  oat  by  every 
pait  of  these  official  doeaments,  that  the  people  of 
Florida  supposed  that  tbe  grt^at  object  of  the 
war  was  to  sid  the  slaveholders  in  capturing  and 
recovering  their  slaves.  This  same  protest  goes 
to  recount  facts  in  regard  to  their  slaves  having 
run  awa^  and  finding  a  place  of  refage  in  tbe  In- 
dian country,  and  the  concluding  of  an  armistice  by 
General  Jesup,  without  getting  iheir  slaves  back, 
and  then  the  signers  add:  "Against  such  a  coaise, 
a  course  so  destructive  of  their  righis  and  interests, 
the  citizens  of  Su  Angustine  and  others,  in  public 
meeting  assembled,  for  thsmaelves  and  on  behalf 
of  the  inbabiianis  of  East  Florida  generally,  do 
most  solemnly  protest."  Tbi>,  sir,  is  the  solemn 
protest  of  tbe  citizens  of  Florida  agAinst  any  ces- 
sation of  hostilities  upon  other  terms  than  cf  get- 
ting back  their  slaves,  or  raiher  of  permitting  them 
to  enter  the  Indian  conotry  to  obtain  their  slaves, 
l^e  horror  with  which  the  negroes,  both  Indian 
slaves  and  free  blacks,  regarded  those  who  came 
within  their  territory  for  the  parpose  of  catching 
slaves,  is  shown  by  the  letter  of  General  J«sDp 
just  quoted;  in  which  he  states  that  thirty  Indian 
negroes,  and  about  his  camp,  at  once  ran  away 
when  they  heard  that  two  men  were  there  in  queat 
of  slaves. 

With  these  people  the  great,  important,  and  ab- 
sorbing subject  appears  to  have  been  slaves,  not 
peace.  Indeed,  we  have  their  solemn  protest  again.^t 
extioguisbing  the  flames  of  war,  or  stopping  (he 
torrent  of  blood  whicb  had  so  long  flowed,  on  til 
tb-y  should  have  their  slaves  secured  to  them. 
They  were  unwilling  that  the  treasnre  of  the  na- 
tion shoald  cease  to  be  poured  out  nntil  they  should 
have  their  fellow-men  brought  back  into  bondaKr. 
But,  sir,  I  should  fatigue  the  committee  too  much 
were  I  to  refer  to  a  tenth  part  of  the  documentary 
evidence  which  I  have  before  me  on  this  subject, 
or  to  that  part  which  goes  to  pfove  the  atiempis  of 
oor  Government  officers  to  get  back  the  slaves  who 
had  escaped  from  their  masters;  or  the  manner  in 
which  that  object  entered  into  the  plans  of  the 
War  Department.  Nor  have  I  time  to  give  any 
considerable  portion  of  the  evidence  showing  how 
this  object  of  capturing  slaves  and  supporting 
slavery,  entered  into  the  designs,  and  was  carried 
out  in  the  movements  of  the  army.  The  time 
which  may  reasonably  ba  claimed  by  me  will  on'y 
permit  me  to  glance  &t  tbe  subject,  and  to  lay  be* 
fore  this  committee  and  the  people  of  this  nation  a 
small  portion  of  tbe  facts  which  I  wish  I  were  able 
to  pireseat  lo  tbem.  It  will  be  snfflcient  in  this 
place- to  remark  that,  immediately  after  these  pro- 
testations against  peace — these  official  communi- 
cations showing  (hat  the  Indians  bad  no  dfsire  to 
reaew  the  war,  aod  that  the  only  danger  to  be  ap- 
prelicnded  was  the  unlawful  interference  by  the 
people  of  Florid*  will)  tbe  |Bd|ui  ne^roas,  the 


flames  of  war  were  again  lighted  up;  our  troops 
were  again  put  in  motion;  the  Treasury  of  oor 
nation  was  again  placed  under  contribution;  and 
tbe  blood  of  defenceless  women  and  helplasa  chil- 
dren again  flowed,  in  arder,  as  it  appears,  that 
slaveliolders  might  rf  cover  their  slaves.  I  spoak, 
sir,  llrom  official  docmneniary  evtdenoe.>  Thete 
facts,  and  those  which  I  intend  to  reCer  to,  are  on 
lasord  in  the  archives  of  our  nation,  and  will  de- 
scend in  all  coming  time  lo  give  eharaeter  to  this 
niholy  war. 

It  wonid  appear,  from  a  perusal  of  the  docomenta 
before  me,  that  Goieral  Jesup  was  unable  to  fnlfil 
his  ooveoant  with  the  Indians  lo  protect  tbem,  and 
the  negroes  connected  with  them;  but  on  this,  point 
we  have  no  direct  evidence.  Certain  it  is,  that  he 
was  uaaUe  to  bring  the  negroes  to  terms  of  subnis- 
sion.  I  oee  the  term  negroes,  because  he  says,  offi- 
cially, that  "the  negroes  controlled  the  ladiaas.^ 
Being  unable  to  subdue  the  enemy,  his  troope  fall- 
ing a  prey  to  (he  uahealihy  dimats  in  which  he 
was  situated,  the  citizens  beiag  murdered,  their  ha- 
bitations burned,  and  his  army  discouraged,  he 
i sued  the  Older  No.  160,  to  which  I  will  now  call 
the  attention  of  the  committed.  Tnat  port  lo  which 
I  pariienlarly  refer  is  in  the  foUowing  words:  "All 
Indian  property  captured  from  this  date  willbdtmg 
to  tbe  corps  or  detachment  making  it."  The  sense 
in  which  the  term  property  was  used  in  this  .etder 
is  fully  explained  in  a  letter  of  General  Jesnp  to 
Colonel  Warren,  daied  a  few  days  subsequent,  in 
which,  speaking  of  the  Seminoles,  he  says:  "Their 
negroes,  cattle,  aod  horses,  will  belong  to  the  oorpe 
by  which  they  are  captured."  This  oidabMis 
date  on  the  3d  of  Aogast,  1(37,  and  may  befonnd 
at  page  4  of  the  doeaments  commnnioated  to  diia 
Honse  by  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  a7di  day  of 
February,  1839.  I  ihinh  that  hiatoiy  will  reeord 
this  as  the  first  Kcneral  order  issued  by  Ae  comman- 
der of  an  American  army,  in  which'  the  catching 
of  slaves  is  held  out  as  an  inoeniive  to  miMiary 
duty.  I  mention  this  fact,  and  bring  it  to  tbe  con- 
sideration of  the  commil,iM  with  feeUngs  of  deep 
mortification.  As  an  American,  I  feel  hnmbledat 
Ibis  act,  which  cannot  be  viewed  by  tbe  civilized 
world  otherwise  than  di^-bonorable  lo  ( nr  arms  and 
nation.  That  this  officer,  entrusted  with  tbe  com- 
mand of  onr  army  and  the  honor  of  our  flag,  shon'd 
appeal  to  the  oopidity,  the  desire  of  pionder,  and 
the  worst  of  human  passions,  in  order  to  stimulre 
his  men  to  efifor',  is,  I  think,  to  be  regretted  by  men 
of  all  parties,  in  all  sectioni  of  onr  eooniry.  Onr 
national  flag,  which  floaif  d  in  proud  liiamph  at 
Saratoga,  which  was  enveloped  in  a  blaze  ofglory 
at  Monmouib  and  Yorktown,  seems  to  have  bera 
prostituted  in  Florida  to  the  base  parpose  cf  ieadtng 
OB  an  organized  company  of  "negro  catchers."  Sr, 
no  longer  is  "cur  country"  the  battle  cry  of  onr 
army  in  their  advance  to  victory;  bat  slnvee  he* 
become  the  watchword  to  inspire  tbem  to  effort. 
No  longer  does  ibe  war-worn  veteran,  amid  the 
hattlfc'j  rage,  think  of  his  country's  glory,  and  nerve 
his  arm  m  behalf  of  freedom;  bat  with  eagle  eyes 
he  watches  the  wavering  ranks  cf  tbe  tcemy,  and 
as  Ibe  smoke  rises  from  the  battle-field,  he  plunges 
amid  their  fleeing  cohorts  to  seizi  upon  the  sable 
foe  that  he  may  make  him  his  future  slave. 

Bat  I  intend  to  pursue  this  subject  further.  I 
shall  now  show  that  this  GovernmenI — this  nation, 
composed  of  twenty-!>ix  States,  some  holding  slaves 
and  some  d>  nying  tbe  right  of  man  to  bold  his  fel- 
low-man in  slavery — bas  been  made  to  deal  ia 
slaves;  to  become  ihe  owner  of  slaves;  that  Ibia 
Administration,  now  just  going  out  of  power,  bas 
dealt  in  "hnman  flesb;"  that  the  funds  of  Govern- 
ment, dntwn  from  the  pockets  of  free  laborers,  have 
been  paid  for  the  eaptuteof  fugitive  slaves,  and  the 
parehase  of  slavee  captured  from  the  Seminole  Iii>. 
dians.  And  for  that  purpose  I  lefer  lo  ori'er  No. 
175,  dated  at  Tampa  Bay,  September  6, 183^.  It 
reads  as  follows: 

"1.  Tlie8eininDl«iie(r<>MCBpnir«il  by  Ihe  army  will  iMIakaa 
on  icconni  ofGoveinmeai,  uid  held  rabject  u>  ifae  order  of  iha 
Secretarr  oTWar. 

"2.  'Ihe  mm  of  tight  Uioaaand  dollsn  will  ba  paid  lo  the 
Cnek  chiefa  and  warriora,  by  wlioin  Uiajr  wen  upland,  or 
who  were  present  at  the  capture,  In  full  iar  their  claim  to  them. 

"3.  To  induce  the  Cieelt  Indiana  in  take  alive,  and  not  de. 
attoy  Ihe  negroea  of  ciiiaana  who.had  bees  captured  by  the  Be. 
mlnolee,  a  rewsrd  wai  promised  them  for  all  thaj  ■isiiM  w< 
cure.  They  captured  and  recured  iblrlT  ere,  who  ban  been 
returned  to  tbeir  owners.   The  owaenbave  paid  OMUogi  % 
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Dm  piamiM  lo  iha  ladiam  mint  be  (ulBlted.  TIm  ram  of  iwaatjr 
iloUara  will  be  allowed  to  lliein  for  etch  from  tbe  public  faaOa. 
"4.  Lieutenut  Beule  u  cborged  with  ilieezecutlaDof  ihia 
order. " 

This  oi^r,  taking  the  negroes  "oi^  aceoant  of 
QoTvimnen',"  bears  date  on  the  6ih  Sepiembei. 
Froaa  4hai  lime  they  wen  to  be  "held  sabjeet  to 
the  Older  of  the  Secretary  of  War.'*  Oa  tbe  7ih 
October  this  order  of  Qea.  Jeiop  was  appreved  by 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  as  may  be  Men 
by  lefereaee  to  page  43  of  the  docnmeni  just  qoo- 
ted.  Tbiu,  sir,  we  bare  official  dbcnmeniary  eri- 
deaee  that  the  people  ofthis  nation,  in  their  national 
capacity,  became  tbe  "parchaaers  of  hnman  be- 
ings." Tbe  money  of  our  people,  of  the  freemen 
of  this  nation,  was  paid  lor  the  purchase  of 
Steves. 

This  fund,  most  of  it  collected  in  the  free  Stater, 
and  coming  from  tbe  hard  earnings  of  free  whites, 
>ifas  appropriated  for  the  parchateof  Indian  slaves, 
and  of  tbote  who  had  sought  freedom  amid  ihe 
swamps  and  etrergiades  o(  Florida;  while  onr  most 
▼ital  interests  at  the  North  are  abatidoned,  and  even 
the  implements  necessary  to  carry  on  our  harbor 
UDprovemenis  bare  been  sold,  and  the  money  ihos 
obtained  placed  in  the  common  fund,  and,  perhaps, 

rltd  for  ll>e  pnrehase  of  these  sUres  at  the  South. 
bear  it  said,  in  an  aniet  tone  near  me,  that  the 
pMehase  of  these  fogitire  slaves  was  jasiifiable  and 
eonraet.  I  may  differ  with  gentlemen  as  to  the  jas> 
Hee  or  honor  of  that  proceeding;  bat  I  cannot  en- 
ter into  that  subject  at  this  time.  I  would  merely 
ay,  if  the  slaveholdeis  wiA  to  hare  their  slaves 
rrpoichased,  I  desire  ibcm  to  famish  the  fnods, 
Mr.  Chairman,  and  not  thrust  their  hands  into  tbe 
pockets  of  your  ooDititoents  and  mine  to  obtain  the 
aoaey  to  pay  for  them. 

[Mr.  BI.4CK  of  Georgia  desired  to  be  Informed 
whether  the  member  from  Ohio  alluded  to  tbe  ei- 
ttsena  of  Gteorgial] 

Mr.  OiDDiNos  resumed.  I  deny  tbe  right  of 
members  to  interrupt  me  for  tbe  parpcoe  of  inqnir 
ing  whether  lallodeto  tham,  or  to  their  constitu- 
ents, if  the  garment  does  not  fit  them,  why  do 
they  attempt  to  force  it  onl  I  allude  to  the  fact, 
that  money  is  and  has  been  collected  in  the  iree 
Stales,  and  used  to  bny  up  the  fogitire  slaves  of 
the  South,  while  oar  most  imponant  interest  of  the 
North  are  abandoned. 

I  see  gentlemen  here  who  are  tremaloasly  sensi- 
tiT«  if  the  word  tariff,  or  harbor,  or  manufactare, 
is  but  mentioned;  and  I  should  like  to  compare  the 
benefits  tu  the  nation,  arising  from  tbe  forty  mil. 
lions  expended  in  the  Florida  wai,  with  the  bene- 
fits of  iIm  thirteen  millions  expended  throughout  the 
United  Slates  for  harbor  purpoies;  but  I  bare  not 
time  to  do  it  now. 

I  was  speatdog  upon  the  sabiect  of  retaking'  fu- 
gitire  slaves;  and  1  think  it  due  to  the  people  of 
Ihe  nation  that  they  should  be  infotmed  of  the  assi* 
daons  manner  in  which  our  troops  pursued  the  bu- 
siness of  catching  slaves. 

In  a  letter,  dited  at  Tampa  Bay,  S5ib,  May, 
1637,  directed  to  Lieutenant  Ciolonel  Harney,  Oe- 
neral  Jesop  rays:  "If  you  see  Powell  (Oceola)  tell 
him  I  shall  send  out  and  take  all  the  negroes  who 
belong  to  the  white  people.  And  he  must  not  al- 
low the  Indian  negroes  to  mix  with  them.  Tell 
him  I  am  sending  to  Cuba  for  btoodhounda  to  trail 
them;  and  I  intend  to  hang  every  one  of  them  who 
do»  not  come  in." 

If  the  negroes,  who  appear  to  hive  controlled 
the  Indians,  had  qaietly  soffered  themselves  to  be 
trailed  with  btpodaoundF,  or  to  be  hanged  for  their 
love  of  liberty,  they  wosld  have  well  deserved  to 
be  slaves.  Another  important  piece  of  intelligence 
we  have  here  also.  Toe  expenditure  of  |5,000  for 
bloodhounds  in  Cuba  was  noi|  as  has  been  sap- 
posed,  for  the  purpose  of  trailing  Indians.  Id  ibis 
letter  we  have  it  officially  announced  ihat  they  were 
sent  for  and  obtained  for  tbe  purpose  of  catching 
fugitive  slaves.  I  desire  the  people  of  this  nauon 
10  nndersiaiid  disiineily  that  they  are  taxed  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  and  supporting  slavery  in 
tbe  slave  States;  that  their  treasure  has  been  appre- 
priated  direeily  and  publicly  to  that  purpose;  that 
our  army — many  of  whose  officeis  and  soldiers 
were  bred  in  the  free  Stales,  and  in  the  love  of  li- 
berty— has  b^en  employed,  by  order  of  the  Con- 
jQianding  Oeneial,  in  pursuing  and  caplitrin|!  fugi- 


tive slaves.  Nor  is  that  all.  The  freemen  of  the 
North  are^axed  for  the  purpose  of  buying  blood- 
bounds  to  act  in  concert  with  our  army,  in  this  de- 
grading and  disgusting  warfare. 

The  taking  of  fugitive  slaves  is  regarded,  by 
Northern  people,  as  a  most  igoominioas  employ- 
meal;  80  much  so,  that  scarcely  a  man  can  be 
found  who  will  do  it  publicly.  Yet,  it  seems  ihat 
our  military  officers  in  Florida  were  openly  en- 
gaged in  it 

I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  this  committee  to 
that  portion  of  Qeneral  Jesup's  order  which  ftsteos 
upon  the  people  of  this  nation  tbe  character  of 
slaveholders  and  the  purchasers  of  slaves;  by  which 
this  nation,  boasting  of  its  liberty  and  its  regard  for 
equal  rights,  became  a  "dealer  in  human  flesh."  I 
refer  to  that  poriioa  of  tbe  order  which  declares 
tbe  slaves  to  be  "taken  on  aoeonnt  of  Government, 
and  held  subject  to  the  order  of  tbe  Secretary  of 
War."  On  the  24ih  September,  1837,  General 
Je<np  wro!e  Ihe  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
saying,  "The  Seminole  negroes  are  now  all  tbe  pro- 
perty of  the  public.  I  have  promised  Abrabam 
the  freedom  of  his  family  if  he  prove  faiihrul  to  us; 
and  I  shall  certainly  hanghim  if  he  be  not  faiibfuL" 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  the  people  of  my  district 
will  be  slow  to  admit  that  Gen.  Jesnp  possessed 
tbe  constitutional  power,  or  right,  lo  make  ihem 
slaveholders.  Some  of  thtm,  I  am  stire,  wiU  dis- 
claim all  title  to  these  slaves,  and,  like  Gen.  Tay- 
lor, will  refuse  lo  bare  any  concern  or  connection 
with  this  transactions.  They  will,  I  am  confidfot, 
deny  the  right  of  ijreneral  Jesup,  or  of  tbe  honora- 
ble Secretary  of  War,  to  pay  out  their  money  for 
the  purchase  of  slaves.  Nor  do  I  believe  di^y  will 
admit  ibe  justice  or  honor  of  selling  the  freedom  of 
a  man's  family  for  the  purchase  of  bis  fidelity,  as 
promised  by  Grn.  Jesap  to  Abraham.  If  I  under- 
stand tbe  letter  referred  to,  this  Abraham  was  ta- 
ken itito  tbe  service  of  Govern  ment  for  the  purpose 
of  actiag  as  a  pilot  to  lead  our  men  lo  tbe  habita- 
tions of  other  blacks,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing 
more  slaves  and  Indians.  If  he  proved  faithful  to 
our  troops  and  a  traitor  to  his  o«d  kindred  and 
friends,  then  h  s  wife  and  children — the  objects  of 
his  affection — were  to  have  their  freedom;  but  if  he 
refused  to  betray  bis  own  people,  be  wss  lo  be 
hanged,  and  his  family  enslaved.  Sir,  I  know  not 
how  otber  gentlemen  view  ibis  transaction,  but  I  i 
am  free  to  declare  that  it  does  not  comport  with 
my  own  views  of  honor  and  justice. 

But,  sir,  where  are  those  slaves!  Are  they  set 
at  liberiy,  or  have  they  been  sold  into  slavery? 
Tbe  purchase  was  certainly  a  very  extiaordinaiy 
transaction,  and  one  that  will  excite  inquiry.  The 
slaves  remained  at  Fort  Pike  for  many  months. 
And,  if  I  bad  time,  I  would  read  to  tbe  committee 
a  carious  correspondence  respecting  their  being  em- 
ployed in  such  manner  as  to  earn  their  living,  and 
the  like;  bat  I  will  not  detain  tbe  committee  for 
that  purpose. 

The  manner  in  which  they  were  finally  to  be 
disposed  of  seems  to  have  created  some  uneasiness 
with  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs.  In  a 
lell«r  addressed  to  the  acting  Secretary  of  War, 
dated  May  1,  1838,  speaking  of  the  purchase  of 
these  slaves,  he  says:  "I  would  respectfully  suggest 
whether  there  are  not  otber  objections  to  the  pur- 
chase of  these  negroes  by  the  United  States.  It  seems 
to  me  that  a  proposition  to  Congress  lo  appropriate 
money  to  pay  for  them  and  their  transportation  to 
Africa,  could  its  auihority  lor  that  coarse  be  ob- 
tained, or  for  any  other  disposition  of  them, 
woald  occasion  great  and  e^piensive  excite- 
ment. Such  a  relation  assumed  by  tbe  United 
States,  for  however  laudable  an  object,  woald,  it 
appears,  place  the  country  in  no  enviable  altitude, 
especially  at  this  juncture,  when  the  public  mind, 
here  and  elsewhere,  Is  so  sensitive  upon  tbe  subject 
of  slavery." 

Sir,  I  fully  agree  with  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs.  This  purchase  of  slaves  by  Oen. 
Jesop,  and  sanctioned  by  tbe  honorable  Secretary 
of  War,  baa  placed  the  country  in  no  enviable  at- 
titude; it  has  tarnished  oar  national  honor,  and 
deeply  wounded  tbe  feelings  of  tbe  North.  Bat 
this  suggestion,  as  to  the  propriety  of  tbe  purcbsse, 
was  made.on  the  1st  of  May,  1838,  ana,  on  the 
S4ib  September  pisvioa'!,  Qea,  /esnp,   writing 


Capt.  B.  L.  Bonneville,  ecntBudititlieCkn 
warriors,  says:  "In  addition  to  ihenjg.jj 
diers,  ihey  (the  Choctaws)  wiLbsTeilitfes* 
nole  properly  they  capiare.  And  ihc  life 
(ihe  Seminoles)  are  rich  in  hoiw  ml  m» 
The  Creek  warriors  received  between  fowM^ 
fifteen  thousand  dollan  for  their  ea|iiiKs.<  \ii 
seems  that,  some  eight  months  after  dtedugf^ 
letter,  showing  that  the  Creek  tririiooWta* 
ceived  their  pay,  the  propriety  of  tfat  pg^ 
was  doubted.  I  think,  boverer,  UunbeCc^ 
sioner  of  Indian  Affairs  had  goodretmion 
pose  that  some  exdteiaentmigbihKhnb 
tranEaction,  by  which  yen  and  i,  ndocntt 
ents,  as  a  portion  of  the  people  of  ihii  iuki,  |^ 

came  "slaveholders,'' aitdpueiuKen  of  wih 
men. 

At  psgc  74  of  the  doeQmentlaiteiltdiiilig( 
these  Seminole  negrucs,  who  Tmwu  »  An 
Bay,  afier  being  received  as  "poblie|nfsif,*lf 
order  of  General  Jesap,  at  tbe  price  of^faii. 
sand  dollars.  Tbe  list  eontiins  tbe  ■ut,ij(,a, 
and  description  of  each  penoi.  I  iMd  ii « 
present  it  to  the  people  of  tkeD(eSiiia,isia» 
pie  of  tbe  manner  in  which  ihesliFen^  g «. 
ried  on  under  color  of  this  Floridi  ttr;  \it,uk 
list  is  of  great  length,  I  he;  leire  to  ;JR  n  n- 
tract  only.     It  is  in  the  follovinf  font: 

Name.  Age.  ta         loKta. 

Ben,  5  jean,         Mili,      taofB^. 

Molly,  3  jrears         TmiSi,    dafiumiai. 

Judy,  1  year,         Fwk,    Ht^aTDv 

This  short  extract  eoatiiistke  bob  of  ilim 
children,  appareatly  of  out  itmDy,  ad  lU  Iesi 
than  six  yeais  of  age.  These  ekiUia  vac  f«. 
chased  by  our  officers  as  "public  propeit;.''  ft, 
what  do  our  people  of  ibe  free  Siaia,  or  of  Ike 
civilized  world,  think  of  this  hid  of  SJonuea 
chaitelsV  I  have  nodonbltbilnujiHiibai 
lady  will  inqnire  for  ihemolberof  tbostduldRt. 
This  qncslion  I  cannot  aniver.  I  ind  a  ikc  lil 
the  name  of  Elsy,  aged  twtntj  yaw,  i»i »  be 
the  daughter  of  Fanny.  1  sboild  jutp  ibt  *i 
was  not  tbe  mother  of  ike  cUUiea;  bitwtiq 
be  the  case.  I  am  led  to  belief eiitibiiiii&iki 
and  mother  rscaps  1  the  fui{i  of  lie  btolkmi 
and  the  slave  catchers. 

But  tbe  question  recors,fben  in  tteeshiBl 
I  have,  for  more  than  a  wntb,kiil  iitoIiim 
lying  in  my  drawer,  calling  »  4«  taftiTM 
War  for  information  re^ettinj  taa;  Wioite 
hour  I  have  have  had  noopponniijrfowjS' 
in  the  regular  course  of  tauiiit*,  tMl'*" 
hopes' of  snccess  by  offering  it  aioroiwiiat 
It  may  not  have  been  obserrtd  bj  Biir«<«™ 
that  in  the  last  session  of  the  lateCo^tp- 
lion  was  presented  to  this  How  '"•  Vt 
Wauan,  in  which  he  s'*'«1^'''"'i,  F'^! 
purchased  these  same  negroes,  oi*™"' " 
Creek  warriors,  of  their  agent,  vA  jaaww 
414,600;  and  he  gives  preitjr"^ ,"*?**,« 
lain  his  statement.  This  ocMredBlur.w^ 
while  the  order  of  General  Jesip  "W^T 
a.i  public  properly  was  in  SeP'™'*?!^* 
the  confirmation  of  that  order  «•«»'■'' 
ber,  prior  to  tbe  time  of  Wawn;<  t^*  ^^ 

chase.  General  Jesup's  letter  io»»i.\iM 
sayinifthat  these  warriors  had  iw*  , 
#14,000  and  J15.000,  bears  d«  « '»^»  ^ 
October,  prior  to  Watson's  snppowl  P^Tk* 
will  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  w  "^^ 
ments,  transmiiled  at  th-;  time  '"*Lii 
There  is  also  a  carions  coinddeia  »  ^ 
price.  General Jewp  said, io(>6l*V«L, 
these  warriors  had  thenreceifed'WW""' 
and  fifteen  thousand  dollars."  ««  "w»J, 

and  gives  good  '^^''^,}''J^"'Z(m 
these  same  warriors  fl4,600  Hi  Mir«^J 
Now,  if  these  Indians  goi  i»t<«.r„^ 
slaves,  they  were  more  forlMaleui»  ^^ 
than  Ihey  ever  were  in  any  other  ^^tut  I 
white  people.  Another  singaW  "ajT^ 
will  mention.  On  Ihe  l"*' "J' rttfaaiW 
sioner  of  Indian  Affairs  sti«P«*  "-.,* 
of  War  that  for  the  Dnited  Siaw  »^j 
relation  of  slaveholders  '»«''""T^,  Md  W 
citemcni,  particolarly  as  the  p"""  ^i 
and  elsewhere  was  so  seBsinw  f"  "  ^jstr 
slavery;  while  Watson's  bill  of  *«"^^* 
eight  diiys  afterww*.   Oa  U*  9*<"^' 
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H.  of  Reps. 


CoBMiaaioner  or  Indian  Affairs  leqaeais  of  tbe 
Seoretary  of  War  an  order  for  tbe  officer  at  Fort 
Pike  to  delirer  these  nej^roes  to  N.  F.  Collins, 
•gent  for  tke  Creek  warriorF;  while  from  other 
eommanioalioni>,  one  woold  think  that  the  United 
States  never  had  owned  the  negroes,  although  they 
vere  taken  into  possession  of  oor  troops  on  the  6h 
Sepleraber,  1837,  and  kept  at  tbe  pablie  expense 
nniil,  and  long  afier,  the  supposed  porehase  by 
Watson. 

Sir,  this  traDMction  is  shrouded  in  mystery.  I 
have  reail^o  the  oommittee  a  portion  of  its  hittory; 
hot  the  whole,  I  think,  is  not  commaniealedby  the 
doeamenis  before  ns.  I  bare  an  opinion,  and  I 
express  ii  as  an  opinion,  founded  on  official  papeni, 
it  is  troe;  bnl  it  is  aeveriheless  the  conclnsion  of  my 
own  mind  in  regard  to  the  matter.  I  then  suppose 
that,  after  the  purcba^e  of  General  Je.<Dp  on  the 
Ml  of  September,  and  ibe  sanction  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  on  the  7ih  October,  1837,  and  afier  keep- 
ing these  negroes  at  the  expenss  of  the  public  for 
eifht  months,  and  transpariing  ihem  to  Fort  Pike, 
the  honorable  Secretary  began  to  enienain  donbis 
whether  the  public  would  ja^tify  tbe  transaction. 
He  probably  felLthat  my  Inend  here  from  Ver- 
mont, [Mr.  Sliob,]  or  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  over  the  way,  [Mr.  Gatxs,]  might  not  re- 
main eotirely  silent,  "when  (to  u<e  the  words  o< 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs)  the  public 
mind,  here  and  elsewhere,  is  so  sensitive  npon  tbe 
subject  of  slavery,"  especially  as  it  was  ascertained 
that  there  most  be  an  appropriation  of  money  by 
Congress  for  the  fnnds  that  would  seem  to  have 
been  paid  long  previonsly.  Difficulties  appear  to 
have  beset  bim  on  every  side;  and  1  think  his  feel- 
ings were  well  ejipresfed  in  a  letter  to  General  Ar- 
btKkle,  dated  July  3 1st,  1838,  in  which,  speaking 
of  this  transaction,  he  says,  in  very  emphatic  lan- 
guage, "the  whole  affair  is  a  delicate  and  a  diffi- 
enlt  one."  Jast  at  this  time  Mr.  Watson,  being  at 
this  city,  was,  as  it  appears  from  his  statements, 
persuaded  by  the  officers  of  Qovernment  to  pnt- 
ehase  the  negroes,  being  fully  aaeared  that  the  In- 
dian title  was  good  and  valid.  The  eontraet  was 
aceordingly  made,  as  it  appears,  with  the  agent  of 
the  Creek  warriors,  by  which  be  (Wation)  paid 
the  4U,600,  and  relieved  tbe  honorable  Secretary 
from  his  embarrassment,  and  tbe  nation  from  the 
purchase  made  by  General  Jesap.  The  purchase 
was  effected  in  "ibis'  market,"  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  high  officers  of  State,  and  in  the  midst  of 
•  Christian  eommnmty.  Now,  sir,  in  order  that  1 
may  be  understood,  I  wiU  leave  the  pnrchase  and 
•ale  of  the  slaves  for  a  moment,  and  ask  the  pa- 
tience of  thecomnwitee  while  I  relate  tbe  brief  story 
of  their  travels  and  peregrinations.  They  were 
sent  from  Florida  immediately  after  the  order  of 
the  6:b  September,  1837,  to  Fort  Pike,  near  New 
Orleans.  Hers  (ome  sixty  of  them  were  detained 
by  a  pretended  claim,  tet  np  by  persons  living  in 
Ghorgia,  who  insisted  that  this  "public  property" 
was  their  own  proper  goods  and  chattelr;  while 
OelMral  Gaines,  who  appeared  better  verted  in  the 
law  of  nations  and  the  military  code  tban  be  is  in 
the  slave  trade,  boldly  claimed  them  "as  prisoners 
of  war."  Yes,  Mr.  Chairman:  these  negroes, 
declared  by  one  commandisg  Qeoetal  to  be  "tbe 
property  of  the  public,"  were  boldly  asserted  by 
another  to  be  "prisoners  of  war."  In  the  mean 
time,  a  Lieutenant  Reynolds  was  deputed  to 
conduct  the  emigrating  Indians  to  their  home 
west  of  the  Mississippi.  Among  tbe  Semiaoleswere 
these  slaves,  who  had  been  the  sabject  of  capture 
and  purchase,  yet  remaining  at  Fort  Pike,  all  un- 
der the  charge  of  Lieutenant  Reynolds.  To  him, 
Mr.  Collins,  agent  for  the  Creek  warriors,  and  act- 
ing, as  Watson  says,  for  him,  also  attended  by 
Watson's  brother,  applied  to  get  posession  of  the 
Begroes,  and  presented  the  order  of  tbe  Secretary 
of  War  for  their  delivery  to  Collins.  There  is 
some  difference  in  the  relation  of  Collins  and  that 
of  Lieutenant  Reynolds.  Mr.  Watson  says  di-- 
tinctly  that  General  Gaines  and  Lieutenant  Rey- 
nolds both  refuied  to  obey  tbe  order  of  tbe  honora- 
ble Seeretary  to  deliver  over  the  negroes.  General 
Gaines  appears  to  have  declared  them  "prisoners 
of  war,"  and  ordered  them  la  be  sent  to  the  place 
assigned  the  Seminoles  west  of  the  Miasisiippi; 
aiKl  Li^Kteniwt  Reynolds,  ponctiUow  In  tf|e  di^ 


dtarge  of  his  military  dnty,  "took  the  responsi- 
bility," and  started  on  his-way  with  Indians  and 
negroes,  both  slaves  and  Ireemen.  He  landed  bis 
charge  at  Little  Rock,  in  Arkansa.-,  to  which  place 
he  was  followed  or  attended  by  Collin;,  who,  faith- 
ful to  bis  tra&t,  determined  to  get  tbe  negroes.  At 
that  place  be  again  demanded  them  of  Lieutenant 
Reynolds.  But  a  difficulty  now  interposed,  for  that 
officer  had  ^ot  military  force  sufficient  to  hold  the 
Indians  in  subjection,  if  irritated  by  an  attempt  to 
deliver  over  tbe  aegrots  to  Collins,  to  be  brooght 
back  as  slaves  to  the  wnite  people.  He  ihetefore 
called  upon  the  Governor  of  Arkanias  for  Iroopc 
to  enable  him  to  effect  that  object.  But  Governor 
Roane,  thinking  the  safety  of  the  people  of  his 
State  more  important  than  the  slave  iiad^,  refused 
all  miUury  aid,  and  requiI^ed  Lieutenant  Reynokis 
to  proceed  forthwith  on  his  way  to  ih«  territory 
assigned  to  the  Indians.  In  his  answer  to  Lieut. 
Reynolds,  he  say$: 

"Had  the  Govarameut  iotended  to  dl>pnae  or  theae  nagroea 
to  Uia  Creek  wiu-riora.  itahould  have  done  ao  in  Florida,  a/)d 
noi  bring  Indiana  and  negrnea  u>  Arkanaaa,  (ha  TiciuUy  of  iheir 
future  Feaidence,  and  imuteitie  Indiana  to  madneai  and  turn 
them  tooee  upon  our  froniier  when  we  have  no  adequate  pro- 
leclion.  The  maiaacre  of  our  ciiizana  would  be  the  inevitaMe 
conaequeace.*'  **Your  tmmadiate  dapartute  will  euaure  (leacO) 
and  avert  tbe  outragea  70a  had  auch  good  cauaa  to  expect." 

Thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  you  ^ee  we  were  brought 
to  the  very  verge  of  a  war  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
by  reason  of  tbe  efforts  of  our  officers  to  maintain 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade.  Bat  Collins,  who,  so 
far  as  tbe  public  docnmen's  speak  of  him,  was  (he 
agent  of  tbe  Crerk  warriors,  now  applied  to  theae 
same  Ci^pek  warriors  for  pof  session  cf  the  negroes. 
This,  sir,  is  another  curiosity.  The  negroes  were 
taken  west  among  the  vrry  Indians  who  orii;ioally 
e«ptured  them,  and  in  whose  name  the  clov^m- 
meot  officers  and  Collins  were  trying  to  Obtain 
posiesiion  (if  them.  Bni  these  warriors,  having 
received  the  (^14,600  in  "the  better  conency," 
showed  no  disposition  to  interfere  any  further. 
Indeed,  they  said  that  they  had  sold  tbe  negroes, 
and  that  the  United  States  had  possession  of  them, 
and  that  the  Creeks  were  under  no  obiigaliou  to 
interfere  any  further  in  tbe  business.  But  Collins, 
ever  faithful  to  bU  trust,  remained  in  that  country, 
and  a  correspondence  took  place  between  him  and 
the  honorable  Seeretary  of  War,  and  other  officers 
of  Government,  in  regard  to  the  measures  to  be 
adopted  in  order  to  get  these  negroes  liack  into 
slavery.  Orders  were  sent  to  General  Arbuckle, 
and  councils  of  Ibe  Indians  were  called;  the  In- 
dians, however,  showed  but  little  disposition  to  aid 
their  white  'brethren  n  enslaving  those  who  had 
gained  their  liberty  by  such  a  concatenation  of  cir-' 
cnmsunces.  In  short,  sir,  they  showed  almoal  aa 
much  insensibility  to  the  claims  of  our  slaveholders, 
nsour  more  civilized  frimd,  John  Ball,  has  so  ofien 
evinced;  excepting,  always,  that  the  Indians  civilly 
answered  all  questions  on  the  subject,  while  I  be- 
lieve the  British  Government  bag  never  conde- 
scended even  to  hold  any  correspondence  whatever 
for  delivering  up  fugitive  slayes.  Bat,  sir,  while 
the  Indians  appeared  thus  insensible  to  the  appeals 
made  to  them  in  behalf  of  tlavery,  the  ne<;roe8 
themselves  appeared  perrectly  cilloas  to  all  entrea- 
ties. The  Indians  would  not  delivei-  them  np,  and 
the  neKroes  appeared  to  have  become  suddenly  im- 
prrssed  with  the  belief  that  they  could  take  care 
of  themselves.  They  now  felt  themselves  restored 
to  that  liberty  of  which  they  had  so  long  been  un- 
justly deprived.  Indeed,  it  appears  that  the  negroes 
were  thoroughly  convinced  of  tbe  perfect  safety 
and  propriety  of  "immediate  emancipation  antl  of 
Western  colonizauon."  They,  at  all  events,  ap- 
peared determined  to  give  to  the  world  some  prac- 
tical demonstrations  on  tbeie  subjects;  and,  sir,  I 
believe  they  are  yet  carrying  ont  that  determina- 
tion. 

Thus  you  see,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  efforts 
of  oar  honerable  Secretary  of  War,  and  of  other 
officers  ef  Government,  tailed  lo  bring  those  ne- 
groes back  to  a  state  of  slavery,  and  tbe  agents 
of  Watson  were  compelled  to  return  without  the 
negroes. 

But,  in  the  mean  tiine,  Mr.  Watson's  money 
was  gone,  and  the  negroes  were  gone  also.  He 
bad  bought  the  negroes,  as  he  says,  upon  the  assu- 
rance of  title  held  ont  to  him  by  the  officers 
of  QoTtnunenl.    These  o^rs  had  ejjerted  their 


utmost  skill  to  get  the  negroes  for  him,  but  all  had 
failed;  and  Mr.  Watson  then  applifd  to  Congresa 
for  compensation  for  bis  loss.  The  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affair*  aiul  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
War,  boib  recommend  the  claim  to  the  favorable 
coiksidc ration  of  Congress,  and  nrgs  ns  to  make 
tbe  appropriation.  Of  the  propriety  of  doing  so  I 
shall  say  nothing  at  this  time.  I  hope  to  do  my 
duly  on  that  subject  when  it  comes  before  ns.  My 
objact  now  is  te  show  the  manner  in  which  the  offi- 
cers of  this  Government  have  attempted,  not  only  to 
make  us  in  our  national  cbarac  cr  mvebolders  and 
slave  traders,  but  to  make  the  freemen  of  the  North 
par  (his  pnrchascrlor  slaves  which  he  eouldnotcalch. 
I  will  beg  leave  to  give  the  opinion  of  the  Comni*^ 
sioner  of  Indian  Affairs  in  his  own  words-  In  a 
letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary,  of  War,  dated 
July  1,  1840,  speaking  of  these  negroes,  he  says; 
'  Any  attempt  at  enforcing  a  elaim  to  ihem  under 
the  Creek  warriors  would,  perhaps,  have  resulted 
in  conflict;  and,  as  the  hazard  of  such  an  issue 
prevented  the  use  of  more  than  persuasive  means, 
I  think  General  Walson  has  a  just  elaim  on  tbe 
the  United  States  for  tbe  money  he  paid,  and  inte- 
rest." This,  sir,  is  the  logic  of  ibe  Commistioner 
of  Indian  Affairs,  and  that  same  opinion  is  endors- 
ed by  tbe  honorable  Secretary  of  War.  I  have 
stated,  and  I  think  have  shown  from  anthentic' 
documents,  that  the  war  in  Florida  originated  in  al- 
tempti  by  our  Executive  officers  lo  support  and 
maintain  slavery;  that  it  has  been  renewed  and 
carried  on  for  that  purpose;  that  tbe  money  of 
our  nation  has  been  paid  for  the  purchase  of 
fugitive  slave*  and  of  Indian  slaves.  To  these 
I  now  add  the  fact  that  those  officers  deein  it  just 
that  we  should  pay  for  slaves  which  the  owners 
cannot  obtain. 

When  I  ob'ained  the  door,  I  iniended  to  call  the 
attention  of  tbe  csmmitiee  to  the  manner  in  which 
this  war  was  renewed  after  Gen.  Macomb's  treaty 
of  pesce  in  1839.  But  I  have  aU«ady  detained  tike 
committee  too  long,  and  I  will  only  say  that,  if  the 
IViblic  papers  are  to  be  accredited,  tbe  people  of 
Florida  held  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  protesting 
against  that  treaty,  for  the  Tea<ogs  that  it  permitted 
the  Indians  to  remain  in  Florida;  and  tbey  urged 
that  the  territory  cccupied  by  them  wonid  affo^  a 
harbor  for  runaway  slaves.  Of  course  the  war  was 
renewed,  and  cootinnes,  like  a  mighty  maelstrom, 
draws  within  its  vortex  and  swallows  up  the  im- 
mense resotuees  p{  the  nation.  For  a  period  al- 
most equal  lo  that  of  oar  Revolutionary  war,  the 
people  of  the  Northern  S'ates  have  been  taxed  for 
tbe  porpose  of  carrying  on  this  contest,  directed 
principally  against  the  fugitive  slaves  in  Florida. 
To  Ibis  war  the  feelings,  the  principl<'s,  the  tnle- 
t*Bls,  tbe  honor  of  the  free  Slates  are  opposed;  yel, 
sir,  they  have  been,  and  still  are,  compelled  to 
fomiih  means  for  its  prosecution.  Revolting  as 
the  trading  in  sl&vee  is  to  the  feeling  of  our  North- 
ern people,  they  have  been  constrained  to  supply 
the  means  of  purchasing  their  fellow-beings.  Hold- 
ing, as  tbe  people  of  the  North  do,  "these  truth*  to 
be  self-evident,  that  man  is  'born  free,  and  is  ec- 
dowed  by  bis  Creator  with  the  inalienable  right  of 
liberty,"  they  have  been  obliged  lo  furnish  money 
to  pay  for.  the  recapture  and  re-enslaving  ofjhoae 
who,  fleeing  from  tbe  power  that  oppre^ed  them, 
had  sought  in  the  wilds  of  Florida  ihose  rifcbts  to 
which,  by  the  laws  of  Nature  and  of  Nature's  God, 
they  were  rnlitled. 

Sir,  I  am  anxiODS  lo  ise  a  period  put  to  those 
abases  of  Northern  richts.  I  desire  to  see  this  war 
terminated  at  the  earliest  possible  moment;  but  I 
fear  it  will  not  be  accomplished  by  tb«  method  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Soaib  Carolina.  My 
own  opinion  is,  that  all  attempts  to  remove  the  In- 
dians and  leave  ihe  negroes  will  piove  abortive. 
We  are  told  that  the  negroes  control  the  Indians. 
With  those  negroes,  an  unconditional  surrender  to 
us  would  be  a  volantary  separation  from  their  re- 
latives and  families,  and  slavery  for  life.  They 
would  probably  prefer-^  death  to  such  an  altoma- 
tive.  Of  course  tbe  war  will  continue  until  the 
murder  of  those  people  bjr  our  army  rha'l  proelaim 
peace  to  Florida,  who  refuses  peace  upon  other 
terms.  For  one,  I  nm  prepared  to  send  all  who 
will  surrender  themselves  as  prisoners  of  war  to 
the  Western  country,  under  the  pledged  (kith  of 
this  oation  to  protect  them  in  the  eojoymeni  of  thtix 
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General  jlppnpriation  Bill— Mr.  Sltanh/. 


Uve^  their  liberiyi  aDd  tlieir  domestic  relitf\ons; 
•nd  for  that  parpose  I  hare  pnpared  an  amend- 
meat,  which  I  now  send  to  ibe  Chair. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  STANLY, 

OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 
Klfc*  Houu  of  lkprt$aUativ*t,  Fehrwny  18, 1841— 
In  Commitieee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tlie 
Union  on  liie  General  Appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Churmim:  I  presume  the  bill  ander  diicns. 
don  will  admit  ef  some  lalitade  of  debate.  I  am 
uxtcus,  sir,  to  avail  mjself  of  this  opportunity  of 
aakiag  known  my  opiaiona  open  some  important 
•dbjeeis  which  have  been  diaeussed  daring  the  pre- 
•ent  session.       '^ 

I  do  not  wish  to  Tiolaie  the  rales  of  order.  I 
hope,  when  the  present  p'arty  ihall  cease  to  rale, 
we  shall  have  rules  of  order  better  obstrred  than 
tKey  hare  hitherto  been,  Bat,  whila  others  have 
.  been  allowed  to  indulge  in  a  wide  range,  I  mast,  in 
justice  lo  myself  and  the  cause  I  espouse,  follow 
their  example.  That  I  may  be  allowed  to  do  so, 
I  make  a  motion  lo  strike  out  the  enacting  clatue 
of  the  bUl.    This  opens  a  wider  field. 

I  wtsb,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  say  a  word  or  two  re- 
lative 10  the  tariff;  yes,  sir,  the  lariff— a  word  which 
eanae*  certain  Soathera  gentlemen  generally  to 
•■art  from  their  feats  with  affected  dismay,  as  if 
they  beheld  some  spirit  bring  "blaits  from  hell," 
which  were  to  desolate  their  connuy. 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  on  the  19th  day  of 
January  last,  I  sabmitled  the  following  as  an 
Moendnent  which  I  wonkl  offer  to  the  Tre«sn> 
Tj  note  bill.  Here  is  the  amendment  in  my 
hand: 

"jAtiuAU  19. 1841.— Oidered  tolM  prinlca. 

•Mr.  STAHLYSubmitftdttio  following,  which  he  wUJ,  when  io 
oider.aio?euunsDdinenu  to  the  bill  To  suthorintlM  luu- 
io(  of  Tnaiary  nocu.  > 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Bouee  (jf  Repretenlatitea 
of  the  United  Sta  ea  of  America  in  Cangreu  <M«m4ie<t  That 

ham  and  aAer  the day  of ,oa  tha  imponation  of 

ajruelMbareaftei  meoiiunsd  Uwre  ahall  lia  leried,  eollectad, 
mod  Paid,  tha  following  dutiea,  tliat  la  to  aay: 

"On  air  manufactures  of  lillc,  or  of  whicltailli  ahall  be  a 
canpoDBntpar^  coming  from  beyond  tha  Cai<«  of  Good  Hone, 
twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

"On  all  mauufaciures  of  ailk,  or  of  which  ailk  ahall  he  a  com- 
ponent part,  coming  from  thiaaide  of  the  Cape  ofOood  Hope, 
Ian  per  cant,  ad  ralorem. 

"On  all  winei,  except  the  wines  ofFMace,  twenty  percent 
ad  valorem. 

"Ouall  wInaaofPranco,ae«)onaathe   treaty  with  Fiance 
It,        •  "  '^'"''  °'  twenty  per  cant,  ad  valorem. 

"On  all  bleactMd  and  unbleached  linena,  uble  linen,  linen 
napkins,  and  linen  cambrics,  twenty  per  cent,  ad  vaJoreni: 
the  foregoing  dutiea  being  in  accordance  with  the  terms  and  the 
apMt  uithe  act  ofMarch  aecond,  eighteen  hundred  and  lUrtv- 
three. 

•"Sbo.  2.  And  be  ilfurther  enacted,  That  all  laws  inconajst. 
am  with  this  act  (re  hereby  repealed." 

Uso  happeiied,  sir,  that  I  was  kept  from  the 
House  by  indisposition  vhen  the  TreatMiry  note  bill 
passed.  I  was  tberefbre  prevented  from  offering 
the  amindmeni.  The  committer,  by  the  arbitrary 
rule  adopted  at  the  time,  resolved,  that,  after  a  cer- 
tain boar,  no  more  debate  should  be  bad  upon  the 
HU.  At  the  appointed  time,  tbeTlreasory  note 
bill,  amidst  cries  of  "ordtr,  order,  qoestion,  ques- 
u'on,"  was  taken  out  of  ibe  commiuee,  forced 
Ihrongh,  and  with  unholy  haste  passed  in  the 
HouM.  Several  who  were  present  wished  to  get 
the  floor  to  obia'n  a  vote  upon  the  amendment; 
bat  it  was  impossible.  The  party  having  the  ma< 
joriiy  here  seemed  to  be  deitrmined  to  auempt  n»> 
thing  for  tbe  relief  of  the  country. 

It  will  be  impossible  for  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
pMceed  in  Aie  disciusion  witboat  an  occasional  re- 
ference to  the  compromise  act  of  1833.  Much 
that  I  intended  to  say  upon  this  subject  ha.s  been 
iwdeied  unnecessary  by  the  ablesjeechesof  the 


gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Tbomi-soii] 
and  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr,  NisBcr.] 

These  gentlemen  will  hardly,  either  of  them,  be 
accused  of  advocating  a  high  protective  tariff;  but 
I  should  not  be  surprised  to  hear  them  thus  ac- 
cused. The  Wbigs  were  all  denounced  as  allies 
of  Abolitionists  last  year;  they  tbonld  not  now  com- 
plain that  they  are  accused  of  favoring  a  "high 
proteeiive  tariff." 

The  tariff  law  of  1832,  which  gave  ro  much  of- 
fence to  South  Carolina,  was  denounced,  becauite, 
among  other  reasons,  luxuries  were  admitted  free 
of  duty,  while  many  necessaries  were  highly  taxed. 
This  is  most  condnsively  shown  by  the  speech  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Thomp- 
SON  ]  Besides  the  various  qnoiaiions  made  by  him 
firom  the  speeches  of  Southern  Senators,  I  remem- 
ber, in  reading  the  debates,  that  Mr.  Bbhton  com- 
plained that  luxuries  were  admitted  free  of  duty, 
while  the  pnor  paid  a  heavy  tax  for  many  articles 
indi<ipensable  lo  them.  I  thought,  therefore,  sir, 
when  I  offered  this  amendment,  that  I  should  for 
once,  at  least,  be  found  agreeing  with  the  leaders  of 
the  Administration  party,  and  among  them  tbe  re- 
presentatives from  SoQth  Carolina.  But  it  seems 
that  the  past  is  fofgotten,  or  disregarded,  and  that 
Ihe  dictates  of  party,  and  not  the  interests  of  the 
country,  are  ttill  lo  govern  us.  I  fondly  thouf  ht, 
too,  sir,  that  I  was  but  carrying  out  a  hint  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself. 

In  Ihe  annual  report  of  that  officer,  dated  De- 
cember 3, 1839,  he  says,  on  page  II: 

"If  Congress  cannot  reslricl  the  amount  or  approprjationa, 
whether  ordinary  or  extraordinary,  to  ibe  certain  current  reve- 
nue, the  only  remaining  conrses  which  seem  defenrible  are 
these:  elthar  to  provide  for  calling  in  portions  of  the  public 
money  bow  daposited  with  the  Biatea,  or  eslabliib  an  ada- 
(^uate  system  of  direct  lajcation,  or  at  once  resort  to  the  con- 
tingent power  contemplated  in  the  existing  laws  concerning 
tha  uriir,  when  changea  become  necosaary  for  purfMses  ol  ^ 
ravenue,  and  restore  the  duly  on  several  articles  ofluiuiy  now  " 

The  result  proved  that  Congress  could  not  <'r3- 
strict  the  appropriations,"  as  he  contemplated.  We 
all  know,  from  what  we  have  seen  ibis  session,  that 
the  appropriations  must  exceed  the  estimates;  for 
the  estimates  did  not  contain  all  the  liabilities  of  the 
Qovemment  which  must  be  provided  for.  Now, 
sir,  I  ask,  if  the  "only  remaining  courses  which 
seem  defensible"  are  as  slated  by  Ihe  Secretary, 
what  are  we  to  do?  Nothing  can  be  clearer, 
"either"  lo  adopt  my  amendment,  or  recall  the  de- 
posiies  from  the  Slates,  or  resort  to  a  system  of  di- 
rect isxalion.  These  are  tbe  only  "conrses,"  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Woodbury,  and  I  agree  with  him.  I 
am  willing  to  meet  this  issue  before  my  constitu- 
ents. As  a  Whig,  I  am  willing  to  meet  this  issue 
before  ihe  country.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  before  I 
cnnclafie,  as  lo  the  two  other  "defensible  courses" 
of  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Again,  sir:  in  the  repnrt  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treisury  in  December,  1840,  that  ( fficer,  discussing 
the  ways  and  means  of  providing  money  for  the 
Treasury,  jays  that  to  recall  the  deposites  "appears 
not  very  likely  to  be  adopted;"  and  that  the  resort 
lo  "direct  taxation"  is  not  "to  be  anticipated  " 
The  Sewetary  then,  on  page  11,  proceeds  to  say: 
'•Some  other  permanent  resource  most  then  1)e  lookd  too 
The  choice  will  probably  rest  between  Ihe  large  reduction  ef 

expcDditurea,  vnth  the  other  acconi] ' 

specified,  and  aome  extensive 
tariir." 


mprtaiions  will  and  most  eieewl  thtwiTT 
Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Tieasnrj'  ***" 

This  being  the  case,  I  prefer  a  nodiSoii.. 
the  tariff  to  either  a  recall  of  tfe  Z;?L* 
*e  States  or  a  system  of  direct  tu^r    ^ 


President  and  the  Secretary  of  L  TrZ„Y 
we  had  a  most  prosperous  QoTemmeni  w^  ~ 
Wduced  to  believe  that  we  had  an  ^^^^ 
sury;ihat  all  the  demands  on  the  QoZZZ 
been  promptly  met.  Ba^  »tm  ^  i,^* 
weeks,  we  had  anoihtr  ptoposUion  for  W 
notes.  Yes,  sir,  fire  millions  of  TrusJS 
were  to  be  issued— five  miUioMot  iu^^ 
warned  in  the  fourth  year  of  that  aSimS 
which  was  to  g.ve  us  all  a  gold  and  >ii,„^ 

cy.  We  were  called  together  ioSepKBberlffi 
at  an  extra  session,  to  give  tbe  GovemaaiiZ' 
In  October,  1837,  you  had  aoihoni,  u  j^ 
millions  of  Treasury  notes. 

Byihe  act  of  May,  1838,  m  gareutoija 
Ihe  Secrelaiy  of  Ihe  Treasury  to  issoe  Titnn 
notes,  on  the  same  terms  as  tlie  m  of  OagJ 

1837,  io  place  of  Ibe  notes  whidi  kad  Ixaitin! 
ed  to  Ihe  Treasury. 

In  March.  1839,  yon  eiieaded  iImki  oflln 

1838,  and  authorized  the  Pretidtm  to  eiueio  be 
issued  the  remainder  of  the  Treaauv  boks,  fc 

In  March,  1840,  another  liv  *it  piiied  ilsd 
authorized  the  issue  of  iftaiHiois  aoKoCtnt 
sury  notes. 

And  now,  wiihin  two  noM  of  llweid  of  diis 
Administration,  we  have  aiolbt  li«  uUatiiiDi 
the  issue  of  Treasury  notesi 

These  notes  have  been  iKied,  a  lup  poniot  i^ 
them  at  high  rates  of  interest,  vttieh,  of  coine,K 
paid  oat  of  the  uxes  collected  from  the  pople.ud 
paid,  too,  to  rich  capitalists  or  the  pettuhof  tlii 
Administration;  for  only  bub  ami  ro;  lidia- 
pitalists  are  able  to  lake  iheBoMfiMteOtitn- 
men!  and  give  them  tpeeie. 

I  have  endeavored  to  ascertain  iiieuiiDni|iid 
for  interest  on  Tieasary  notes,  siMeikentnta- 
sion  9f  Ssptember,  1837,  and  I  makearfoUm 

.Amount  tff  imlerat  faii  m  Tnmtj  ma,  lit' 

For  tbe  year  1838,  -        •  fll,M4S 

Do      1839,         -       •  nifim 

Do       1840,  •         •  ro,»lX 

Do     1841,        •   .   '   ]yar, 


»nipanyiiig  measnrea  before 
modification  of  ihe  preaent 

Here,  then,  we  have  again  suggested  lo  us  ibe 
propriety  of  "a  modification  of  the  taiiff,"  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

As  to  the  reduction  of  expenditure."!,  we  all  know 
that  it  is  impossible  now.  The  Qovemment  is 
largely  in  debt.  Claims  have  been  postponed  until 
they  can  be  p<  stponcd  no  longer.  Noibing  is  more 
certain  iban  the  fact  tb«t,  for  this  se^sipn,  t]^  ap- 


Tbe  accuracy  of  this  slaleneni  vill  M  be ;» 
lioned,  as  I  have  it  from  ahighsoom.  Hinla 
half  a  million  of  dollars  paid  totlwriekHii<tbe 
taxes  of  the  people  by  this  harJiffiooe;4(mi{l^ 
ministration. 

I  am  tired  of  such  legislation.  Ttmmtte 

"At  the  beginning  of  this  session  the  Secitury  siMUlt'i 
Ibe  receipts  from  coscoms  for  the  comng  joinU 
be       -  -  IIM*" 

From  lands     -  -  .         .        •      ■   WJ 

And  he  thought,  if  the  estimates  were  iMtneadiiiknm 
remain  in  tha  Treasniy,  at  the  end  o<  tki«'>»'' 

tesn,m. 

On  the  31  of  March.  IMI.Mr.  Joms.chiiiBi"'*'?" 
mittee  ol  Ways  and  Means,  said,  in  amwet  loi  f"*"™ 
Mr.  SaaoKANT,  "as  to  tbe  iKobable  atnMK"'"!^*'? 
the  customs,  every  gentleman  could  jodp ■  "jj* ■'Jl 
His  own  opinion  was  that,  owing  to  neat  """""fj!? 
would  probablv  fall  far  short  of  what  liaJUBlM*"", 
Dated."  Mr.  J.  admluad  that  "the  whol««ii««»l«^ 
by  tbe  bills  and  amandmanta  would  eicstdiM  <•'•■'*<'' 
million  of  dollars.  ^, 

"Mr.  EvAKs  here  observed  that  the  diiln«  W  •■■ 
aome  imporUDt  items.  j 

"Mr.  JoNM  recollected  thai  he  bad  aaH***'**! 
•578,000  contained  in  the  naval  appropiiadflaliil  i""" 
make  the  total  amount  ofexcesi  abom  i  iiiiK"''!*'.^ 

'•Mr,  £vAm  aaid  Uia  total  would  bs  neaw  i»»  *•" 
a  half.  Ha  then  wentioto  an  eooinauiieo  otm""^ 
that  this  was  a  correct  atatemenL  ..,.■-*■ 

"Mr.  JoNU  said  ibai  he  bad  spokan  only  <f  »"■  " 
Committee  of  Wayaand  Means.  .  j,^ 

"Mr.  BHRoaiKi  observed  that,  even  admitaiij  M  •TT 
ofthe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  tobei»trKt,m  •^■^ 
this  year,  but  ninotsoi  mUlioos  from  du  cgmn  "-Z 
and  a  half  millions  fron  the  public  lands,  ud  At  '"^ 
appropriated  would  exceed  this  amount  bj  betwrt"""" 
six  millions."  ^^ 

All  this  proves  tbe  impoBaneeof  layiag*iiiej5»™J 
to  moeiihewanUofthaOoveBiBie«>l,tBd  ss»tl»«>J"2J 
—  extra  session.    If  any  addillonal  pn»6  wm""""^ 


show  that  lbs  esdnuites  ofihetMniary  af  ^^"S 


attito^iZ 


of  92,3eBJeB  76  is  indispsHablT  nees«inr'*.<*SI 
rearages  f^And  jet  vr«  ars  fold,  poewWimM"*!'*" 
MtimatMt  •      '  ' 


cfUauiMt 
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General  appropriation  BUI — Mr,  Stanhf. 


H.  of  Kept. 


'  do  not  afford  anj  relief  to  ihe  people.  They  ena- 
ble (he  AdmiDisintioD  to  contract  a  debt,  witboat 

'        appearing' to  do  so.    The  relief  to  the  Go7ernment 

'  is  only  temporary.  What  are  we,  therefore,  to  dol 
Not  «ary  the  wisMt  and  ablest  stateitmen  of  the 
country,  bat  year  o«n  Secretary,  Mr.  Van  Baren's 

I  Secretary,  with  them,  recommend  a  duty  on  Inan- 
rie». 

'  All  admit  we  shall  need  more  money  than  can 

'       be  collected  at  our  cotiom-hoaaes  and  land  offices 

!  daring  the  present  year.  By  the  operation  of  the 
compromise  act,  oar  rereaae  will  be  greatly  re> 

'        dueed  by  the  1st  Joly,  1842. 

Hear  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasory  on  this  head. 

'       OfTpage  11  of  his  last  annoai  report  he  says: 

■niiui  th«pn>grMiirandacrionar  the  praMst  uric,  which 

I  bMliMn  golag  on  siiics  1833,  will,  after  Uecember,  1841,  uira 
efltet  10  •  much  larger  ezunt  than  hereiefore.    Nearly  (wo 

'         raUHoMWidaliaU' willlbanhailcdiiciedatonce. 

"Oil  Ibe  iKof  Jul;  aftenrarde,  at  leaA  Iwo  millioni  and  a 
iMlf  noreor.duUwwillbareniaTad;  making  an  anragata,  in 
■isimmlhs,or  qahe  five  milliom    If  ibe  impoiu  than abould 

'  not  dilTer  mueb  fktmi  (Iiom  In  1838,  this  would  laare  an  In- 
come from  them  not  probablj.  exceeding  tea  or  eleren  millions 
of  dellara  yearly.  It  will,  therefore,  be  nacenarf  to  make  cor- 
napondlng  redactions  in  the  expendirareiof  1812,  arseaionablir 

I  praTid*oUMrwlae,in  some  permanast  manner,  to  lopply  all 
wants  likely  to  happen  from  thta  cause." 

No  man  in  bis  sensefi,  who  has  walch«d  the 
coarse  of  public  etrenis  for  a  few  years  past,  can 
expeat  we  are  to  rednee  the  expendilnres  of  this 
eorernment  snddenly  fVoat  near  ihirtyHdnc  mil- 
Horn  to  thirteen  or  l«arteen  mitlions.  Be■ide^  the 
poblie  debt  is  to  be  paid.  What  is  the  ammint  of 
flMRdefctno  one  here  can  tell.  My  able  friend 
firott  New  York,  [Mr.  BauiAnD,]  in  wboas  jodg- 
mant  I  piaee  tlie  moat  implicit  eonfidenee,  baa 
abowD,  with  thatelcamcM  and  forea  that  oharae- 
lerise*  all  bis  efforts,  that  onr  obligations  not  pro- 
vided for  Will  amount  to  near  forty  nillions  of  dol- 
lafB  for  "past  transact  ions."  I  adopt  his  statemaat; 
hta  knowledge  is  snperior  to  mine,  and  entitled  to 
more  weight  than  aay  ealoolaiion  I  can  make: 

atalemtnt  of  Ihe  puilic  dtbt,  regardtd  tu  ateertaintd  and 

ctrtain,  emitting  an  the  U>  Janmary,  1811,  Uaugh  lU 

tunounta  may  not  be  exact. 
Treasury  notes  outstanding     •  -#4,680000 

InieraM  whIehwiU  hate  aecniad  on  them    •  360,000 

■MBainaoroldfoaded  and  certiacate  debt    •  -      33B,00Q 

DeUs  of  the  cities  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  as- 

sumedby  the  Ooremment,  without  Interest  •    I,G0O,000 

Amaoois  required  to  bs  inrsstsd  for  Indians  and  To- 

diatribes,  at  least  -  ■  ■  -  -    1^680,000 

Prioeipal  sums  payable  to  Indians,  probably  •    1,00(^000 

Amoant  required  by  law  to  make  good  ihe  deficit  in 

aieNaTy>eosiooFQ»d      ■  -  ^_  •  •    l,aWkOI» 

Annailia*  to  Indians,  (sttppiaed  to  be  aeoo^OOa)  part 

payablei  in  perpetuity  and  pan  for  terms  of  Team; 

llM;M<rcfta«»  or  iMitoeorthe  whole  not  Isss  than  -    6,000,000 

Maklog,  of  actual  debt,  it  is  beliered,  not  leas  tlian    aieiSlS.OOO 
Touts  is  to  be  added  probable  amount*  of  indebt- 

ado«M  and  liabiHties  growing  out  of  past  traossc- 

(kNH,as  foUaWs: 

For  claims  growin*  out  of  Indian  anairs  and  rela- 
tiooa,  allowed,  and  which  will  be  allowed  tai  the 
Bopanineais  or  by  accounting  olBoera,  probe- 
hiT ^000,000 

For  claims  gnmiag  out  of  the  Florida 

Awar.As.  and  wbidi  must  be  allowed  by 

Oon«f«s*^  probably  ■    3^000,000 

Due  from  the  OoTernment  on  account  of 
trust  foods,  other  tlian  Indian,  probably      GOO/XIO 

Tha  fourth  ioatalmeDl  under  the  deposite  __,^^^ 
act  of  leas  claimed  by  the  Buues  -    8,000,000 

That*  u»  daiiB*  of  Amarieaocitiiens  for 
Kteneh  aptdiationa  on  .nir  commerce 
proTliMia  to  18U0,  qnite  likely  to  b*  al-    ,„^,^ 
lowed  t>T  Cooaress,  to    -                      -    6,000^000 
wwBu  Bj  »>«•,«-,  19,500,000 

Bo  that  Iba  whole amotmt  of  tndahtsrtnsss  aodllaMlt. 
tia&  on  account  of  past  traisactions,  was,  on  the 
iKof  January,  I84l,  probably  notless  than  83t,01S,000 

Now,  sir,  I  presume  no  man  can  suppose  that, 
evea  if,  w  Mr.  Woodbury  says,  the  "rrdnction  be 
piubed  Tigoronsly,"  we  shall  bare  means  enough 
for  the  years  1841  and  1843. 

I  wtoh  to  give  the  Ooveinment  the  means  which 
it  ioffvitably  will  require  to  pay  onr  debif>,  to 
swuUb  otir  national  honor,  by  meeting  our  en- 
g«g«m«tts  puncttntlly.  I  wish  to  do  this  by  ad- 
hering to  the  compromise  act — by  laying  a  dniy 
o»  hizaries,  which  will  scarcely  be  felt  at  all,  even 
by^  the  ntore  affluent,  and  will  not  affect  the  poor 

My  amendment,  Mr.  Chairman,  was  not  intend- 
ed to  go  into  operation  for  some  months,  as  the 
Hoow  might  determine,  that  the  importing  m«r- 
ebaats  might  have  notice,  and  regnlaie  their  pot- 
ebaaes  arcordingly.  I  aalected  bat  a  few  ariieles, 
iliat  it  aaigitt  be  liable  to  u  little  objection  «s  possi- 
23 


ble.  I  was  willihg  to  adept  any  amendoieais  enl- 
ealatrd  to  effrct  the  object  1  bad  in  view.  At  lb* 
time  I  introduced  the  amendment,  I  had  not  seen 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory,  laid 
before  the  Senate  a  few.  ilays  since,  in  answer  to  a 
resolniion  of  that  bodr>  If  I  bad  seen  it,  I  would 
most  wiUingly  have  incorporated  many,  if  not  all, 
the  articles  suggested  by  the  Secretary. 

And  here  let  me  say,  sir,  this  report  allnded  to 
doss  the  Secretary  more  credit  than  any  paper 
which  has  hitherto  emanated  from  him.  It  is  Doea- 
meat  No.  95,  entitled  a  "Report  from  the  Secicta- 
ry  of  the  Treaanry,  communicating,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  resolntion  of  the  Senate,  a  plan  of  a 
permanent  change  in  the  tariff."  It  is  concise, 
plain,  in  better  style  than  usual,  iud  contains  many 
valuable  suggestions.  I  hope  the  members  of  thie 
House  will  read  it. 

His  construction  of  the  compromise  act  is  the 
same  I  have  always  heard  given  lo  it  by  -those 
wbo  framed  and  advocated  its  passage. 

li  will  be  remembered,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I 
quoted  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  jast  now  to  show  that  by  the  ''progressive 
redoc.ion"  of  the  present  tariff,  from  December, 
1841,  to  July,  1842,  in  six  months,  fire  millions  of 
dollars  will  be  deducted  from  the  duties. 

He  proposes  to  lay  a  dnty  upon  certain  merchan- 
diiie  "free  of  duty;"  his  proposition,  so  worthy  of 
oomsteadaiion,  so  reple«e  oritbgood  sense,  deserves 
onr  attention.  I  quoit  the  fdtlowing  passages,  with 
the  tables  referred  to  in  them. 

I  read  from  Senate  Document  No,  93,  before  re-, 
f  erred  to: 

"In  raising  the  sum  needed,  if  it  does  not  become  necesnty 
to  suttject  all  free  articles  to  a  duty,  or  to  oae  as  high  as  tweaty 
per  cent,  and  a  diicnminaiion  can  iherefoic  he  indulged  with- 
in the  raaulctions  of  the  comprnmise  act,  it  is  doubilsasasouad 
axiom  to  select  ibr  highest  taxation  anidos  oT  luzniy,  nibsc 
than  of  neceaity.  Under  amilai  circumaiaDcaa,  it  is  alsonol 
only  competent,  but  expedient,  to  aeliM^  such  of  the  formar  ■§ 
compete  most  with  Bimilar  articles  of  American  growth  «r  ma* 
nufocture,  though  not  toraiae  theduty  on  them  aboTe  the  limi- 
tation of  twentjr  per  cent.  And  another  dlscrimiMitioo,  some- 
Umes  useful,  might  be  toselect  those  articles^  in  csnain  cases, 
for  an  incressed  impost,  not  usually  excndiog  the  same  limita- 
tion, which  may  be  proper  for  coaoteniatUng  Injurious  imposts, 
Clacsd  on  our  own  productions  by  snT  ibraign  power.  The 
road  and  well  sstUed  ground  on  which  these  oistinciioos  rest, 
cannot  require  on  thU  occasion  much  deuiled  llluairation.  For 
theluxunesof  life  are  enjoyed  by  the  few,  rather  than  the  ma- 
ny— ilie  rich  instead  of  the  poor— and  their  use  tends  lather 
to  efiemloeocy  and  plea«an,than  to  what  inrigorates  or  makes 
nseful. 

"In  a  form  of  OoTemment  like  ours,  these  principles  apply 
with  peculiar  force,  as  an  ezcesslTe  indulgence  in  loxuriee  al- 
wayaoperaiesasabaaetsRepalillcaa  manners,  and,  in  time, 
to  Republican  principles.  On  the  contrary,  articles  of  nniTer- 
saluas,andcoDsiden:daalheDeceasaries  of  life,  are  beneficial 
to  all,  and  are  to  be  cheapened  aamuch  as  powible  to  promote 
the  comforts  of  ail.  8o  what  is  American  may  wslfbe  sup- 
posed entitled  to  lecelre,  within  the  limitalians  etlpnltied, 
more  incideotal  fa  ror  than  what  is  foreign,  liecauae  obtained  with 
more  reedlness  and  certainly,  as  well  as  behig  more  sai^  and 
independent  m  its  use.  Nor  can  any  otlwr  country  complala 
with  justice,  if  we  counteract  lie  high  taxation  on  any  of  our 
products,  byimposingsamsaanespondiogimpostonlhsir^and 
however  unprofitable  such  conflicts  usually  prove  loall  oon- 
oerned,  yet  when  such  a  measure  becofflee  cunveolent  for  our 
own  fiscal  purposes^  or  is  required  by  propsr  self-nspect,  sod 
is  kept  within  due  restrictions  u  to  the  amount  of  doty,  it  is  ba- 
UevM  to  be  eotirelyjusiifiabla.  The  present  tariff  is,  in  many 
of  these  respects,  an  anomaly.  Being  designed  to  get  rid  of  re- 
veonewhea  it  was  too  abuodant,  and  to  dlmlniah  a  supposed 
protection  to  manufacturers,  deemed  unreasonably  high,  as  well 
aatoeeiablish  certain  general  rales  for  keeping  all  dudes  lower 
in  future,  it  lometimes  omitted  to  make  ueefuT discriminations, 
sod,  as  a  system,  does  not  suflcleiuly  dtsconntsnance  luxuries 
or  laror  Ihe neeeaaiiee  oT  lliia.  lodaed,  iha  fonnarfaavealtea- 
dy  Income  free  in  many  casee,  and  in  others  will  be  taxed  light- 
ly, under  the  reduction  now  in  progiese;  whils  the  latter, 
though  at  the  expenss  of  the  consumer,  however  poor,  will.  In 
almost  every  instance,  bear  as  high  if  not  higher  bunleo,  ttiao 
the  gieaeet  superfluity. 

"m  propo^ng  a  plan  to  raise  the  eum  desired,  one  cardinal 
object  IB,  therefore,  to  obtain  the  money  in  a  manner  that  shall 
not  prolong  any  improprieties  or  incongruities  in  principle; 
and  another  is  to  do,  it,  and  still  preserve  faithfully  tbe  llmiia- 
tiooe  and  siipulatioiis  of  the  compromise  ss  t>efore  explained. 
To  fnralsh  some  data  for  practical  legislation,  which  may  ac- 
coraplish  theee  designs  harmoniously,  two  tabular  statements 
have  been  prepared,  which  will  next  tie  briefly  explained,  tilt 
first  one  gives  the  names  and  value  of  all  free  articlee  imported 
into  the  United  Plates  in  A.  D.  18^  alter  deducting  such  of 
them  as  were  exported.  (See  A.)  Taking  (he  Imports  of  that 
year  as  a  guide,  and  perhaps  nearer  an  average,  for  some  time 
to  come,  than  any  otiier,  though  prot>ably  too  low,  and  the  value 
of  all  the  tree  articlee,  excluding  of  course  specie,  and  the 
amouniofotliars  re-exported,  would  be  about  a38,l61,t83.  A 
duty  on  these,  indiscrtmhiaiely,  of  16  per  cenL  would  yield  a 
nett  revenue  not  lar  from  the  five  millions  that  may  tn  needed 
in  1842.  But  this  would  embrace  several  articles  which,  under 
tbe  principles  before  suggeeeted,  might  judiciously  be  ieitfree, 
or  at^  lower  rate  of  doty  than  15  |«r  cent. 

"Another  mode  of  raising  ibn  same  amount  of  revenue  would, 
therefore,  be  ptslerable,  ifit  could  be  accomplishsd  without  in- 
cluding toose  articles.  Suppose,  then,  that  there  should  be  se- 
lected from  the  free  articles  those  wliieh  may  be  regarded  most 
aslwiurleB,  though  not  tn  avsry  respect  heloagingezeluslvaly  to 


that  class.  Bach  are  leas,  csles,  aod  ilUs.  Shoukl  w«  than 
add  to  them  others,  coafiicting  with  similar  American  produce 
dons,  such  as  womeds.  Uiiens,  Ac.  and  the  aggiegate,  dednctiae 
the  amoUBt  i»exported,  won  Idbe  tOafnt^Mi  (Bsadwsscool 
table,  B  )  Adiny  of  twenty  par  oant.  :«n  tboM,  aaer  paying  tba 
rpanseeof  coUeeUon,  would  yield  about  tnd  sams  amount  Qt 
five  millioos.  This  seems  to  contain  tbe  gsnoral  data  for  Ihit 
most  aliglbla  and  uoexcepiiooahle  revision.  If  a  leas  sqjs 
thao  five  mflUoosduiald  prove  to  h«  needed,  as  (tia  prssmsad 
will  be  tba  ease  under  Oie  aminlshed  apenditorei  aod  lo- 
creased  importations,  antjclpated  and  exp'ained  tai  Ihe  ncent 
annual  report  on  ihe  finances,  as  weO  as  nam  the  fhrthar  aug- 
OMotatiooof  revenue  likely  to  happen  from  the  new  mode  of 
aasMsiaflhs valuaof  marrhsndiss, soy  suiishls  mnriiflnsthiM 
can  be  made  In  tiiese  daiaiis,  withodt  departing  from  the 
prineipiss  balisvsd  to  bs  the  most  apppropruua  to  govam  tba 
subject. 

Fotee  of  ma  eMandm,  "Jru  «/duty,"  eontumtd  in  1839^ 
Articta  for    the   use  of  the  silver,  a387,04a 


United 

Fhiiflsophical  appara- 
tns,  specialiv  im- 
ported Ihr  phihMO- 
phic'l  socisiiea,  col- 
Isnt,  schools,  Ac.' 

Baokl^  maps,  and 
diansforao. 

Bi*tau*,buslik  cut*, 

^Acrocdo. 

Paintings,  etchings, 
and  eonavlogs. 

Botany,  apacbnens  of 

Attathnooy,  rsfulua  of 

Spelter  or  sloe 

BaDsnosa,  uaarraoght 

BriaMoae  aodsnlphUi  37^ 

Barfc  of  the  cork  Iraa        3,< 

Clay,  nawroujgfai 

Ra«>of  oil  kinds 

Faia,  undrsssed 

Hides  aodskins  1^ 

PIssterof  Pads  131 

W^dye 

DMaafcctured 


•3^316  Teas 
OofEbe 


Cocoa 

Fruits,  almonds 
chiraota 


ei.»o.,04a 

&6e9,»e8 
7,U8,01S 


Spies,  mace 
nutmwi 
ciaoamoa 
cloves 

PpPP« 
plmaoio 


14667 
l.73« 


Camphdr 

SUka,    Uoe     veils, 

shawip.shadsa,*e:     Ufi/Ri 
Other  msnnfactnra 

of  sUfc,  7,887,343 

Bilk    ahd   warslsd 
goo^  1^00^184 

^'19B    CainlFis  of  camel's 

ti4ir.  Ac~  89,082 

S^7lU    Womed  fiulTgmdi    3^^941 
^,:S37    Linriiii,blcach«l  ind 

uci,2ia     uni>iuct»d,*c.    tjmfia 


Sra    Tickli!ntiutf«,oiine. 
aod    bur. 


Pewtet,  <M 

Tin,  bipigvandbars      Hs,9%  bucgi^ 

lo  ptts  aad  shsMa  II8B.H3  Isps 

Brass,  in  pigs  and  bars    «S,n0G  Aheetiiice,      brown 

^old                          l.fiM  "ntl  white                  118,664 

(}oppar.  In  pigs  aod  Daltiog  cloths                at,IU 

bars                           8I^17D  WdpI    aiting  \tm 

Copper,  inplatsand  ilisnSceateperlb.     438,669 

aheeu  for  sheathfaig  8K,7!IJ  Qiiickallver                    66748 

Copper,  old                    IH^K  Upiuui                            67,078 

BaUioBi  tM                Hb'ifiM  CruUe  saltpetie             U!l,606 

^^ftver              »o;343  All  other  aittdes       3,8M,966 

Specie,  gold               1(^798,M8  "J^'ISS 


Dadnet  excess  of  axpotta  over  imports; 

On  dye  wood 


Rxeeas  in  value  oo  i-epp" 


•16,633 

■  82,«6 

■  n,va 

■  9fiM 


Deduct  specie 
Balance  consumed 


93,666 

•B>,S73,6M 
•     14,71^011 

■  <3a,i«i,6e8 


SeUethn*  of  eertaiH/rte  artiela  osMwnsd  in  163B. 

t^ilk  aod  ntaou.  of    •7,897^  Crude  saltpstrs             119,606 

Bilk  and  worsted         1,S9U6I  Anfansls,  not  Ibr.bnad  160^219 

Worsted  stuffs           3,878,911  Furs,  nndreased            300,046 

Linens,  bliach'd,  Ac.  3,098^  Uoflte                        7,138,010 

Tickleoburgs,  *c         SaMM  Tea                            2;6e»,M6 

Sheethigs                     l«;664  Copper,  hi  pigs            81^170 

Bolting  cloths  .     "  


Wool,  under  8  CIS  pr  lb.  433,669 


mfM   Copper,  hi  pigs 
a6,SS  sheaSog 


oU 


78,690 


•19,006,448 

TboB  it  will  be  sees,  sir,  if  we  only  lake  the  arti- 
cles enumerated  in  table  B,  and  lay  a  dtuy 'of  90 
per  cent,  on  them,  that,  alter  paying  Ihe  expense 
of  collection,  they  woald  yield  nearly  or  quite  five 
millions  of  revenue.  Winesare  not  inclndedin  this 
estimate  either. 

Now,  When  we  are  aetaally  pressed  for  money — 
when  our  Treasury  is  bankrupt— when  we  are  in 
debt— onr  country  in  a  deplorable  condition  for 
want  of  defenoes— «nr  navy  rotting  from  ncgleet— 
does  it  o«t  become  us,  as  patriots,  to  provide  for  the 
wants  of  the  Oovemmeni  while  tre  can  do  so  with- 
out imposing  any  btuden  npon  the  people,  apon  ihe 
laboring  classes. of  iha  conntryT  Will  yon  slill 
force  this  Government  to  borrow  money,  by 
issuing  Treasnrv  notes  and  paying  interest  to  favo- 
rite bant^t  Will  you  force  the  coming  Adminis- 
tration to  call  an  extra  session  to  remedy  y onr 
abuoss,  to  provide  for  yoor  wanton  azbavagiuett 
Con  you  not  be  induoed  to  do  aoflMthing  for  asaf- 
lering  conntry,  to  do  one  good  act  before  yon  let 
ibe  power  pass  from  yonr  haadiT  Or  will  you  pre- 
fer lo  die  as  you  have  lived,  blindad  by  the  malig- 
nity of  party  spirit,  deaf  to  ihe  prayers  of  a  suffer- 
log  peopla-^following,  to  the  last,  the  deluding 
wbi^^  of  the  dei^oa  of  foctioi^] 


SS4 


AnnSNDEX  TO  THB  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Fd>.  1841. 


26tii  Gomo.*  ••2nd  Sess. 


Oenend  appropriation  BUI — Mr.  Utardy. 


H.  oi  Kepa. 


While  npon  tbii  tabject  of  Mxing  laxnries,  I  beg 
l<ave  to  call  attention  to  a  few  tables,  prepared  at 
the  Treaaary  Department,  which  will  throw  light 
upon  this  snbjeet,  and  be  of  actrice,  I  hope,  to  ih« 
couatiy. 

Statemmt  eshibiting  titt  vabte  <i}  cerlain  arlieltt,  free  <if 
duly,  imported  during  the  year  ending  30(A  of  Sqftember, 
184U,  aM  thotoirtg  the  amount  of  duties  tokicA  aould  have 
aecrutd had  they  btm ntijecl  toaduty  ^90  and  ofihper 
c*nt.  adv^ortm. 


Poraicn  coal 

Duiiea,  estimated. 

DMCTipcioD  of  uticlts. 

and  charge*. 

At  ED  p.  cent. 

\t  16  p.  cent. 

id  Talorem. 

ad  ralorem. 

Bilk  Uc«,  ihawk, 

■h»de.,&c            - 

•309,886 

•61,971  eo 

•46,478  70 

Bilk,  othK  manulac- 

tUTM  of 

7,973,930 

1,396,786  00 

1,196,839  60 

Bilk*  wonted  gaodi, 

),729,79i 

346,968  40 

269,468  80 

Cam  lata  ofcou'staiir, 

*c-          ■ 

U,83C 

Sl9tS0O 

2,1WB0 

VromadMafl'goodi  ■ 

2,379,947 

476,989  40 

3S6,9aa(£ 

LliWM,  Ueulwd  and 

unbleached 

4.164^ 

832^81160 

624,631  20 

ticUanbiirn,     oana- 

baip,ao3  burlapa, 

Bbcedaia,  brown  and 

3»,064 

66,810  80 

49,368  10 

whila 

Si1,l7; 

32,234  80 

39,176  96 

Bolting  cloUa 

nj» 

14,906  80 

11,180  10 

ttokskiUTer   • 

G4,41l 

10,883  00 

8,162  25 

Opium 

40,944 

8,188  80 

4,14160 

Cmda  aaltpatta 

386^ 

73,282  «e 

64,990  46 

Anunala  not  for  bnad 
Tin  in  plataa  Aiahaata 

136,042 
879,078 

17^16  80 

20,266  30 
131,861  70 

rated                  ^ 

E^80e,3I« 

1,161,873  20 

871264  90 

tHJISbfBi. 

•4,906,248  80 

•3^7^936  10 

By  this  table,  we  perceive  that  a  daty  of  30  per 
cent,  ad  valartm,  which  will  not  violate  the  eom- 
promise,  will  bring  into  the  Treasury  the  sma  of 
fonr  million  nine  buadred  and  fiv«  ihotisand  two 
hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  and  eigty  cents;  aid 
at  15  per  cent,  the  amonnt  will  be  more  than  three 
and  a  half  millions. 

A  duly  on  these  articles,  sneh  as  I  propose,  would 
not  be  felt  by  the  country,  and  certainly  would  not 
be  onerous  to  any  part  o(  it. 

Here,  too,  is  no  mention  of  leas  and  coffer,  now 
free  of  duty.  I  am  willing  they  should  remain  so. 
They  are  now  regarded  no  longer  as  loxnries,  but 
M  necessaries.  Bat  if  it  beeomei  necessary,  for 
purptMes  of  revenue,  to  tax  them,  the  following  ta- 
ble will  show  what  will  be  the  result,  at  the  rates 
therein  mentioned: 


Tea  and  Coffee,  free  qf  duty 

imported  in  1810. 
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CMV,  sir,  w^aes  m  omitted.  I  have  before  me  a 
few  tables  whieb  contain  useful  ioformaiion,  wbieh 
the  eonntry  ought  to  possen.  Heie  is  a  tab'e  of 
wines  imported  in  1^38,  1839,  and  1840,  with  some 
interestiig  ealcniations  showing  the  present  low 
rate  of  duties  on  ibeselaXDrits,  and  ibe  rale  at  30 
p<r  een>.  ad  valorem.  The  wiars  of  France  can- 
np^  on  ac«9«tu>t  of  o«r  U««ty  with  tb«(  naUoo,  ^ 


taxed  as  high  as  SO  per  erni.  until  after  ihe 
July,  1841.    Here  are  the  tables  referred  to: 
'Wne*  imported  in  1838. 


4tb 


Dutiee  on  Wines. 

Deiciiption. 

1 

•s 

Oalluna. 

Foreign 

Duties, 

Dutiea  at 

v 

coet  and 

pteeeni 

jOpercL 

chargea. 

rates. 

cla. 

Ocllan. 

Dollars. 

Dollars 

Madeira 

12i 

201,513 

3721636 

25,189  1^ 

74,627  00 

Bborry 

12 

92,87£ 

12«,88E 

11,609  87 

25  377  60 

Bicily  ■ 

7 

320,287 

119,8801  24,021  K 

23,978  00 

Red  of  Franca 

1 

1,206, 13C 

270474 

1^09196 

While  of  do. 

2 

473,7ai 

114,88J 

11,814  96 

Frencli  in  bot. 

6 

SOl.Blb 

649,48-2 

16,683  4S' 

Red  of  Soain  - 
White  ofdo. 

a 

181,307 

B2,6S6 

4,632  67 

10,617  28 

3 

9(N,8li> 

30U,9ti3 

34,11820 

60,182  60 

Ofuiher  coun. 

iriea  m  caake 

7| 

627,651 

362,673 

47,073  8i 

78,534  60 

Of  other  coun. 

triea  in  bot'is 

7* 

21,219 

«7,816 

181642 

11,663  20 

Total 

- 

4,339,121 

2,318,282 

194,88201 

»6,88BaO 

Wines  imported  in  1839. 


Wl^ 


fiheiry  ■ 
fiicMy  • 
Bed  of  Fiance  ^ 
WJiiieofdo,  ' 
Frofichin  boL  ■ 
K«?il  of  ISpain  - 
Wlii[6  of  Jo.  ' 
Of  iCttbcr  cotin- 

Of   aiher  ctrntu 
T&Uil 


DuUeAL>ii  Wthe, 


2k 


QollDPl. 


299,636 
197,880 
422,173 
1 1  2,tt)3,E!90 
2  :  566,71)5 
S36,?Ji 
IBft.MS 

7ffJ,27B 
26,206 


Foreign  Dunes  ai 
coal  sikil  I  prevpni 
charge?       micB. 


Dollars 

te^jm 

240,661 
134,629 
460,714 

136,.WJ 

406,3^ 
£66,527 
61,0(H 


-    0,673,219  3,441,687  ^9,056  G6 


Dollars. 
37,441  87 
24,735  011 
31,662  IJ7 

3i.4re  36 

li.mH  12 

29,SI9  60 
4,638  7fl 

53,521  m 

!,9W37 


Duties  BL 

:^per 
cent. 


DuJJnn. 
117,1  St  BO 

4S,112  20 
26,  WK  90 


7,977  20 

si,o.T)  eo 

1 13,3W.  40 
12,200  40 


40fi,Ta3  40 


Wines  imported  in  1840. 


Dullsa  on  Wln«. 

Wines. 

1 

Gallons. 

Forsijn 

Dories  at 

Duliesal 

coil  iind 

firewnl 

20  per 

^1 

clisl^es. 

riles. 

Ci'UL 

c«l 

DoUsn 

Dotlsrs. 

Dtijlnrs. 

Hadoira 

ta 

1    lOO.nri 

3H,3»»i  21,!6e  Vi 

ro.s?c  so 

Bheriy 

u 

'    I3a.«4 

136,496 

lli,o59  20 

HftM  00 

Sicily 

i 

1  ;«ii,«i 

U6,1J8 

24.  a«  67 

33,aBH) 

Red  of  Frsiicii  . 

1 

'•■i,m,,<^£ 

439,74<i 

30,  M  S4 

While../ do       - 

2 

1    446,917 

uaeai 

11,173  67 

Frenrl.tnljfittles 

5 

•i 

1    379,929)    409,900 

2H,99CI9 

BtJ  of  Mnain     - 
Wfiilt  o^  do.     - 

iujam    m.im 

5.441  6ll 

7.461  GO 

a 

Ki3,ie9 

SH6,33r 

31,^43  fS 

49,1167  10 

Of   oIliBr  critin- 

1 

tries  in  cs»ks  - 

7Jl    407,761 

'm,\si 

30,681  m 

43.631  IW 

Of    olhof  mini 

tries  baulcd  • 

n 

18^ 

36,ra6 

l,3B3  E2 

7,325  20 

Totil 

S,0 12,827 

%wm 

196,0^5  81 

aao.SHWWt 

Wine*  of  France  imported  in  1638, 1839,  and  1810. 


Dalies  on  Wines. 


Wine. 


'Gallons. 


1838. 
Red  of  France 
While  of  do. 
French  in  bottles  . 


1839, 
Red  of  France     . 
Wfaltenf  do. 
Franeb  in  bottles  . 


1640. 
Red  of  France 
White  of     do 
French  In  bollles,- 


cla.) 

'  11' 1,206,130 
"    473,798 
301,618 


1,981,446 


112,098,890 
•3  686,766 
Si    636,720 

3,217,376 


2;a66,656 
446,947 
379.929 


I2;e«2;632 


Foreign 
cost  and 
charges. 


270,474 
114,88!; 
519,482 


934,841 

460.714 
136,842 
820,5» 


1,408,080 


.053328 


Duties  at 
present 
rales. 


18,09U 
11844  95 
16,58349 


t6,E20  39 

31.40335 
14.668  12 
9,519  60 


75,59607 

30,(8184 
11,17367 
20,898  09 

63,oweo 


At  double 
Ihe  prea'nt 

rates. 
Act  1822. 


36,183  !0 
23.689  90 
33,166  03 


93,010  78 

67,816  70 
29,338  25 
59,039  20 


151,194  IS 

61,969  68 
22,347  36 
41,792  19 


Wint*  imported  in  ISM,  eetimated  at 

double  Ikt 

•rases 

ro^es. 

Dotiea  on  Wines. 

Wines. 

i 

"^ 

Qallons. 

Foreign 

Duties. 

Eqaaln 

coet  and 

aaadvat. 

1 

charges. 

datyaf 

Madeira    - 

25 

190.146 

384,384 

47.638  a 

1(41 

Sherry       • 

2S 

132474 

135496 

SailBSC 

ts 

Sicily 

15 

32a46l 

116,128 

46.068  U 

Red  of  France 

3 

2,066  6Ge 

439,746 

61.969  » 

U(« 

Other  of  France    . 

n 

446.94? 

1 13,88!  1  22.347  3a 

»«e 

French  in  bolllea  ■ 

11 

379.9^ 

499  9ac 

4t,7K  IS 

836 

Red  of  ^patn 

6 

217,66£ 

87.4' 6 

10883  OC 

29iM 

Other  of  Spain    - 

7i 

833,l6i 

62,487  67' 

26  47 

Of  other  couniriea. 

in  caeko   - 

15 

407,761 

229,155 

61,162  8i 

26« 

Of  other  couniriea, 

ioboucs   « 

IS 

18.436 

38.GE» 

^766  26 

788 

5,018,827  2JU;,88S 

390,131  £9l 

The  aboTe  table  shovs  the  amount  of  dotiea  wlwcb  voald 
have  accrued  under  the  ace  of  1832,  at  niea  |«]rable  after  iba 
3d  of  Match,  1834. 

WiHS  in  BoTTUH.— The  duiiea  on  this  claaa  of  srioaa  an 
estimated  on  the  contents  of  the  boules,  and  czdnaTe  of  the 
dutiea  on  the  botUes,  which  may  be  eatlmitted  at  thiny  per  GML 
ad.  val. 

Gentlemen  tell  as  this  proposition  to  tax  luarie* 
is  a  "war  against  Frantx."  Well,  sir,  let  me  ask 
these  gentlemea  if  France,  by  taxing  oar  canon,  is 
noi  warring  against  n»}  I  see  it  is  stated  bjr  vary 
high  authority  recently  in  the  Senate  [Ur.  cLat  ^ 
Kentucky,!  Uiat  oor  imports,  according  to  ibe  last 
commercial  retnm,  exceeded  onr  exports  of  onr  owa 
native  produce  lo  Fracce  nearly  seventeen  millioas. 
And  diis,  too,  while  France  lays  a  duty  of  tweaty-. 
&ve  per  cent,  on  our  cotton!  Of  conree,  dicse  ■•• 
venteen  millions  must  be  ptutL  ia  specie,  which  we 
suffer  to  pa's  cot  of  the  couatry  by  refuaiag  to  lax 
the  luxuries  brought  here.  Gentlemen  woiSdhave 
us  believe  ihat  ve  ought  to  extend  this  favor  lo 
France  berause  she  was  out  ally.  They  seem  dis- 
posed to  show  especial  favor  to  France  to  the  inju- 
ry of  onr  own  country.  I  cannot  forget  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Father  of  his  Country  in  his  Farewell 
AdtJress.  We  ought  to  recur  to  the  principles  of 
Ihat  address  ofiener.  We  have  lost  sight  of  ia 
precf  pis  in  modern  limes.  Hear  th*.  following  ad- 
vice from  Wavbington's  Farewell  Address: 

^'Harmony  and  allberallnterconise  with  all  lusisDa  are  r» 
commended  by  policy,  humanity,  and  intereac.  Bat  esva  om 
commercial  policy  should  hold  an  equal  aad  imparaal  band; 
neither  seekhtg  nor  grantini;  exclusive  la  Ton  or  prelenaees; 
consulting  the  naiuiAl  course  of  things;  dUTnaioaMd  dtmaliy- 
ing  by  gentle  means  the  streams  of  cominerce^  but  fanin^  no. 
thing;  establishing  with  Powers  so  dtspoeed,  m  ord^  lo  gira 
trade  a  stable  course,  todeflne  the  rights  of  our  metrhajits  and 
to  enable  the  Oovemmenr  to  support  thenn,  iiiiiiiwitwial  raks 
of  intercourse,  the  beh  that  present  ciimmaiaDcea  aAd  mmva] 
opinioa  will  permii,  but  temporary,  and  liable  to  Im,  fraae  one 
to  lime,  abandoned  or  rariea  as  experience  and  rlicimaUBess 
shall  diciaie;  constantly  keepins  in  Tiew  that  'cafoHya  oaa 
nation  to  look  for  disinterested  feTora  frocn  anocbsa;  thai  a 
must  pay  with  a  portion  of  lis  im*epandenc«  Ifar  wfaaatvva 
may  accept  under  ihst  character;  that  by  such  aeceptaaca  it 
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may  place  itself  in  the  condition  of  hsvaig  sitbh 

for  nominal  fav.ira,  and  yet  of  being  repmcned  with  ingiwi. 

tude  for  not  eiving  more, 

"There  can  be  no  greater  error  than  lo  expeet  or  mirrtao 
upon  leal  farors  from  nation  to  nation;  'tie  all  IHarioo.  ailiiLlt 
experience  must  cure,  whichajustpttdsoagtstodiseartl.*' 

I  stand  by  ihe«ie  precepL--.  Tbe  eoantry  will 
stand  by  them.  They  will  be  reverenced  by  all 
but  those  who  have  lost  all  r.-gaid  for  Ihe  meaaoiy 
o£  Washbgton  and  all  attachment  for  ih*  Uiaa*. 
Tbe  wholesome  advice — 

'  To  thine  own  self  be  Ime, 
And  it  moslfoUow  as  the  night  the  day. 
Thou  can'st  not  then  be  fatoe  to  any'inan," 

is  as  valuable  to  nationsNas  to  individuals. 

I  think  I  baveKhown,  Mr.  Chairman,  beyaid  all 
dispute,  ihat  the  Treasury  will  Eoon  need  o«r  •:• 
sistanoe;  that  it  needs  replenishing,  aitd  that,  by 
laying  duties  npon  wines,  silkK,  aiiid  other  Inxwies, 
aecordjrg  to  the  suggestions  of  tbe  most  distia* 
iculshed  statesmen  of  our  time,  lu  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  Ibe  Treasury,  we  can  raiae  a  anffiiritiit 
sum  to  an!^wer  oor  purposes  without  imposing  any 
burden  upon  the  people.  Why,  iheB,>  sbtMld  it 
not  be  donr? 

Why,  sir,  we  are  told  it  is  a  violation  of  the  eon- 
prrmisr;  ibRt  it  will  fhsten  a  tanff  upon  the  coa>> 
try;  that  ihe  object  is  not  merely  to  rain  ttremme, 
but  10  distribyie  ib«  funds  arisqag  from  the  m)^  c< 
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be  pablie  lands.    Aod  from  antther  qaarter  we 
are  told  ibis  method  of  eoUeciiog  taxes  by  imposts 
is  dangerous  and  deceptive;  tbai  it  is  not  "the  De- 
moeratie  plan;"  bat  it  is  intimated  that  direct  lax- 
atiaii  is  the  tme  practice  for  our  RepaMican  Go* 
▼enmenL    I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  answer  to 
these  argmneots.    I  wish,  while  toncbing   upon 
these  objects,  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  ray  friend 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wis*,]  whom  I  do  not  now 
see  in  his  seat.    I  regret  his  absence,  for  I  coald 
f  peak  to  him  more  to  my  own  satisfaction  if  he 
wcta  present.    I  shall  likewise  say  a  little  npoa 
the  soojeet  ef  **direet  taxation,"  in  connection  with 
thif  stil^t  of  the  tariff.   J  am  ^ad  to  see  the  gen- 
tleauui  troB  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhbtt]  in  his 
seat.    I  wish  to  show,  as  I    think  I  can,  that 
the  issne  is  either  to  create  a  moderate  "jndieions 
tariff,"  with  the  anion  of  the  States,  or  dirtet  tax- 
ation and  disunion.    I  think  I  can  show  that  direct 
taxation  is  adro«ated  by  ihoee  alone  wh»  have  ad- 
TOMilad  or  do  advocate  a  dissotntion  of  the  Union. 
la  rapljrtng  to  ay  friend  from  Virginia,  I  ean 
dlaaaa  sosm  of  the  topics  referred  t«.    1  b^n 
with  him,  from  the  importance  of  his  position,  and 
froinliiefespeet   I  feel  fbr  him,  and   the  eonse- 
quMc*  I  atlaeb  to  Us  condnet;  afterwards  I  will 
aolia«  the  '<dlreet  taxation,"  disunion  gentlemen. 
I  daepiy  regret,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  my  friend 
ftrom  Virginia  has  tbonghl  proper  to  eppeee,  nnne- 
MKarily  as  I  think,  certain  great  measures  which  a 
larg*  aMioiiQr  of  the  Whig  party  regard  as  of  viial 
importance  to  the  prosperity  of  onr  country.    I  re- 
gret it,  not  only  for  the  sake  of  the  country  and  of 
the  WUg^  party,  but  on  his  own  account. 

I  do  net  wi>h  to  see  one  of  his  eminent  ability 
arc^red  against  important  measures.  I  do  not 
widi  to  see  him  c^poaed  to  bis  fenner,  I  hope  I 
may  say  his  present  friends.  I  shall  always  re- 
giet  the  imjnty  whieh  I  beliere  he  will  bring  npon 
himself  iThe  pertiaaeionsly  adheres  to  bis  present 
opiaiona.  I  shall  long,  long  lament  the  day  when 
be  leavej  bis  friends,  leaves  those  who  have  en- 
deavored to  follow  and  ight  under  his  lead,  and  is 
forced  to  nnics  with  others,  between  whom  and 
himself  there  is  (oatoely  one  feeling  in  common — 
no  "thought,  feeling,  and  tasie"  in  harmony  with 
his  own.  If  he  pans  company  with  n.*,  he  must 
indeed  be  "solitary  and  alone" — oil  and  water  will 
not  mingle  together.  The  war  eagle  of  the  moon- 
tain  cannot  mate  with  carrion  crows — he  woald  be 
as  nncomfortable  as  my  friend  from  Virginia,  if  he, 
unCortanatery  for  himself,  is  hereaRer  fonnd  in  the 
raafca  of  loeofoeoism. 

Mr.  Ciiainaan,  I  entertain  for  the  gentleman 
more  than  feelings  of  mere  oold  respect.  Before  I 
knew  him  personally,  when  a  private  eitiaen,  as  I 
hope  to  be  again  soon,  I  looked  on  his  public  ooarie 
with  admiration.  I  ean  never  forget  his  {allant 
resislanee  of  ihe  tyranny  of  the  chief  of  (he  Her- 
mitage} The  oonniry,  I  hope,  will  never  forget  it. 
When  in  the  humble  walks  of  private  life,  1  saw 
the  terrible  approaches  of  the  ihen  Kxeeutive  to- 
wards abeolata  power;  when  I  saw  a  despot,  sla- 
viahljr  eaUed  "the  greatest  and  best,"  wantonly  dis- 
regarding the  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  Oovem- 
meat,  seizing  npon  the  public  revcones,  violating 
with  rathlesj  hand  onr  glorious  ConHtitniien,  which 
he  protected  as  hs  chose  to  understand  it,  I  feand 
all  was  lost.  Ba>,  I  remember,  the  conduct  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  reanimated  my  hcpes,  in. 
spired  me  wiih  fiesh  confidence,  and  induced  me  to 
believe  that  all  the  sappoilers  of  the  ihen  President 
were  pot  the  mere  slaves  of  pany.  I  was  encoa- 
raged,  in  my  bumble  sphere,  to  continue  an  oppo- 
sition which  I  had  almost  feared  was  fruitless. 

I  liave  often  Utought,  sir,  that  the  conduct  of  Na- 
poleon in  the  campaign  in  Italy,  when,  at  the  head 
of  a  column  of  grenadiers,  exposed  to  a  tremen- 
dous lire,  be  crossed  the  bridge  of  Lodi,  was  not 
more  gsJIant  than  the  patriotic  resisiaaca  of  my 
fiiend  from  Virginia  to  the  almost  omnipotent 
power  of  Andrew  Jackson,  in  bis  pidmiest  davs. 
Bonaparte  was  called  the  "little  corporal"  for  this 
act  of  daring.  My  friend  from  Virginia  was  ihe 
"little  corporal"  of  the  Whig  party  to  me  before  I 
knew  him.  That  most  extraordinary  man,  the  nn- 
fortnnate  victim  of  his  own  desperate  ambition, 
Mid,  speaking  of  the  passage  of  the  bridge, 
••Joannes  pa8se4  belbi;  me."    ^ir,  tl^ere  was  no 


"L>annes"  in  this  House;  for  ilie  distiBguisbed  fiiend 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Balie  Peyton)  fol- 
lowed him. 

I  brought  these  feelings  with  me,  and,  after  an  in- 
timate acquaintance  of  several  years,  they  have  li- 
pened  into  strong  attachment.  There  have  been  in- 
cidents in  our  penonal  intereourse  never  to  be 
erased  from  my  memory.  It  was  with  feelingsi, 
therefore,  ef  the  most  painful  chaiacter  that  I  lis- 
tened to  the  remarks  of  my  friend  from  Virginia  on 
that  occasion.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  reply  to  some 
of  them. 

My  friend  seemed  to  fear  very  much  that  we 
should  have  a  called  Session  soon  after  the  installa- 
tion of  President  Harrison,  and  he  argued  agaiitst 
the  propriety  of  such  a  step  at  much  length.  It 
seemed  to  me,  sir,  this  was  oseiess,  if  not  unkind. 
I  know  of  no  power  now  in  existence  to  call  Con- 
gress together  after  the  fonrth  of  March  next.  It 
has  been  suggested,  as  highly  important,  that  diere 
should  be  a  called  session.  I  have  thought  so  be- 
fore the  Presidential  election,  and  said  so  often. 
Many  others  have  concurred  in  opinion  with  me. 
And,  sir,  if,  when  General  Harrison  takes  pos- 
session of  the  Presidential  chair,  he  finds,  as 
we  know  he  will,  the  currency  deranged,  bnsi- 
ness  prostrate,  the  Sub-Treasury  either  a  hnmbng 
or  aa  Executive  bank  in  disguise — if  he  finds  a 
public  debt  to  be  paid,  for  whiiih  no  provision  has 
been  made  by  the  party  going  out  of  power — ean 
any  man  say  it  will  not  be  his  duty  to  ctU  Congress 
together?  Could  he  refuse,  with  a  proper  regard  to 
the  duties  ofhii  bighoflicel  If  he  find  the  Treasury 
almost  bankrupt,  the  revenue  decreasing  rapidly, 
without  any  means  of  replenishing  it,  must  he  not 
take  some  steps  to  remedy  the  evil?  Can  he  do 
tliis  without  the  assistance  of  Congress?  Surely 
not,  tir.  I  presume,  sir,  no  one  recommends  a 
called  session  unless  it  be  indispensable  to 
die  weUare  of  the  nation.  Why,  then,  in  ad- 
vance, should  the  public  mind  be  prejudiced 
against  it? 

If  ibe  people  of  this  country  have  decided  any 
thing  by  the  la'c  election,  they  have  decided  that 
the  measares  of  Martin  Van  Boren's  Administra- 
tion were  detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
eonntiy.  I  know  it  has  been  insultingly  said  in 
another  qaarter,  that  the  only  decision  of  the  recent 
election  was,  that  this  Capitol  should  be  pulled 
down  and  a  log  cabin  erected  in  its  place.  This 
is  the  declartion  of  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  de- 
feated spoib'  patty,  in  the  agonies  of  disappointed 
hope.  No  Whig,  no  patriot,  will  concur  in  this 
sentiment!  If  the  people,  then  have  pronounced 
condemnation  on  the  Sub-Tre<isur};  it  they  have 
said,  we  want  a  change  of  measures,  shall  they 
not  be  gratified?  Can  we  refuse  to  hear  their 
voice,  calling  on  us  to  carry  oat  the'promised  re- 
forms as  speedily  as  practicable?  Shall  we  suffer 
the  Sub-Treasury  to  be  Ihe  law  of  the  land  for 
twelve  months  more?  Are  we  to  allow  the  sub- 
ireasureri  to  have  another  iwelvemonth<!s  harvest 
in  plundering  the  public  Treasury. 

Sir,  I  knew  the  called  session  of  September, 
1837,  did  much  injury  to  Mr.  Van  Bnren.  And 
why,  sir?  In  the  early  part  of  Ihe  year  he  refused 
to  convene  (congress,  though  earnesily  requested  to 
do  so.  He  refused,  with  a  heart  harder  inan  Pha- 
raoh's, attempt  anything  for  the  relief  of  (he  coun- 
try. And  when,  at  last,  the  Government  could 
not  be  administered  for  want  of  money,  he  did  call 
an  extra  session — and  for  what?  To  enable  him  1 1 
establish  an  Executive  Bank,  to  issue  ten  millions 
of  paper  moniy,  and  to  withbold  (he  fourth  in;ial- 
menl  trom  the  S:ates,  which  the  faith  of  the  Go 
vrrnment  was  plighted  to  pay.  The  couatry  was 
astounded  at  his  startling  measures;  many  of  his 
best  friends  left  him,  not  because  he  had  convened 
Congress,  bnt  because,  in  so  doing,  be  seemed  in- 
teittonly  npon  (be  aequlsi'ion  of  power,  the  accu- 
mulation ot  patronage  in  bis  own  band.",  and  be- 
cauie,  thinking  the  people  "expected  too  much,"  he 
turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  lamentations  of  a  people 
overwhelmed  in  embarrassment,  prodaaed  by  the 
folly  or  the  knavery  of  his  own  friends. 

There  is  no  parallel  between  the  two  eases.  Ge- 
neral Harrison  has  no  selfish  feeling  to  gratify, 
should  he  feel  bound  to  exercise  the  power  confer- 
red on  bjm  to  summon  together  the  Representa- 


tives of  the  people.  He  has  a  reputation  dear  to 
his  ooualiy— a  reputatioa  gained  in  eoniteil  and  on 
(be  tenitd  field.  He  is  no  candidate  for  reeleo- 
tion.  Uninfloeiuied  by  the  hopes  of  rising  ambi- 
tion, anxious  only  to  save  and  serve  his  coimiry, 
be  has  only  to  disregard  (he  clamors  of  faction,  and 
steadily  advance  to  the  work  of  reform,  to  which 
he  is  lodged,  to  extirpate  the  remnants  of  loeofo- 
eoism, and  rescue  oar  glohoas  Constitution  from 
the  dangen  whieh  recently  threatened  to  over- 
throw it.  IL  beeomes  (hose  who  have  aided  in 
bringing  him  into  the  Presidential  chair  to  assist 
him  while  he  endeavors  to  do  his  duty.  Let  na 
leave  to  defeated  spoilers  the  task  of  upbtaidinghim 
in  advaaee.  They  need  no  eneoarageaaeat  fimm 
us.  Let  tlicm  rail  on.  They,  cannot  intimi- 
date the  farnnr  of  North  Bend  by  their  mailignant 
shouts.  He  has  beard  the  ahouts  of  savages  be- 
fore. He  has  heard  the  desperate  groans  of  dying 
savages  of  old.  He  will  not  call  an  extra  aeasion 
if  it  be  passible  to  avoid  iL  If  it  be  iedispensa- 
hie,  the  eonntry  will  sustain  him. 

My  friend  from  Virginia  stems  to  have  a  great 
dread  of  a  tariff.  He  seems  to  think  he  can  raise 
the  cry  of  tariff,  tad^  throughout  the  eonntry,  and 
alarm  the  naiimi,  as  if  some  direful  oalaaaity  was 
abeat  to  everiakena.  I  know,  air,  the  very  word 
"tariff**  is  odktns  ia  a  large  portion  of  Virginia,  ai 
it  has  beta  in  other  parts  of  the  Soathem  coanuy. 
But  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  depart  from  my  opi- 
aioas,  or  alter  my  course  here,  because  it  may 
subjeot  BM  ta  miare|s«stntaiion.  At  all  evean,  I 
hope  I  absill  aot  be  driven  IJrom  my  purpose,  when 
deliberately  convinced  I  am  right,  by  the  fear  of 
being  iajured  ia  publie  eatimatioa  by  the  hambog 
eiy  of  "Tariff!  tariff  1  utiff!" 

My  friend  from  Virginia  aaw,  or  thought  be  saw 
seTaml  "signs"  of  a  tariff  whieh  might  hereafter  be 
faaened  on  the  coantry.  I  was  reminded,  sir,  when 
he  itKlaiged  his  powfal  imagiaatioo  in  •aamerating 
theaa  "aigas,"  of  tlte  words  of  (he  great  poet  of 
Naiare: 

"Tlw  Imutie,  Ih*  lovar,  and  (ha  poet 
Are  of  imsninsiloii  all  (ompact: 
One  MM  more  deTil*  than  rail  hell  can  hold- 
That  ia  Ihe  madman.    Th«  lorsr,  all  aa  ItaaUe, 
SeasHalan'abaautyiaahiaW  ofBcrpt. 
TIm  poet'*  at,  to  «  Hoe  pbransT  roma6 
Doifaglanca  from  baaveatoeanb,  from  eaitb  to  haaran, 
And  aa  imaginaUon  bodiea  ford) 
The  forma  of  ihingauaknown,  the  poM'a  pan 
Turna  them  to  ahapea,  andgivaa  to  ale;  nodiing 
A  local  habitation  and  a  name." 

There  is  certainly  nothing  of  the  luoatie  in  one 
so  wise  as  my  friend  from  Virginia;  bnt  that  he 
has  the  imagination  of  a  lover  and  a  poet  I  know 
very  well.  That  his  eye  occasionally  glances  from 
this  eatth  to  that  heaven  (pointing  to  the  ladies* 
gallery)  is  equally  true.  That  he  can  give  to  airy 
nothing  a  local  habitation  and  a  name,  no  one  will 
doubt  who  heard  his  laie  speech. 

Now,  sir,  what  were  his  "signs?"  The  first,  if  I 
remember  right,  was  the  bill  of  last  session— a  bill 
to  prevent  frauds  upon  the  revenue — to  whieh  se- 
veral sections  were  added  in  the  Senate— whieh 
sections  were  a  tariff,  according  to  the  constrnetion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  in  violation 
of  the  comprontise.  I  shall  not  argue  this  ques- 
tion; it  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  The  venerable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  who  introduced 
aod  advocated  the  bill  in  this  House,  told  us  it  was 
lecommended  by  the  collector  at  New  Yok,  by  the 
district  attorney  there,  and  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  The  amendments  were  adopted  in  the 
Senate  with  bnt  few  dissenting  voices.  It  passed 
with  the  approbation  of  some  of  the  same  persons 
who  originated  the  compromise  act.  The  father 
of  that  act  himself  supported  it,  declaring  that  it 
was  no  violation  of  the  compromise.  But  mf 
friead  (kom  TirgiBia  iasisis  upon  it,  it  does  vio- 
late that  act.  If  the  weight  of  antbori»,  from 
gsatlemen  of  both  parties,  cannot  iadnoe  the  gen- 
tlemen to  lessen  bis  confidence  in  his  own  opinion, 
I  shall  not  attempt  it. 

Among  the  other  "signs"  noUeed,  was  the  resohi- 
tion  of  my  friend  f^om  Kentucky,  [Mr.  OaaaM.] 
I  had  eoBsttlied  with  my  friend  from  Kentneky  af- 
ter he  offered  his  amendment,  and  understood  from 
him  what  his  intentions  were.  They  coincided 
with  miite,  at  I  have  already  expressed  them.  The 
disorderlj  manner  jn  which  i|»e  Treasuj  note  bid 
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WW  pasMd  from  th«  Committee  of  the  Wbole  iiuo 
tbf  How«,  prerenied  (be  geMtemaa  from  ezpceas- 
iog  hit  views  relative  to  bia  aaendment.  He,  air, 
ii  not  very  active  in  obtaining  tbe  floor.  It  is  an 
honor  to  bim  that  he  is  not.  Btis  (Mr.  G«nBi<B) 
lameness  was  produced  by  serving  bis  iMmntry  in 
tbe  field,  nnder  the  hero  of  Tippecanoe.  I  hope, 
kereaftei',  tbe  country  will  have  his  valuable  aid  in 
afsistiog  bim  uader  whom  he  served  in  war,  to 
carry  out  in  peace  the  great  measares  necessary  for 
tbe  good  of  the  conntry.  We  want  «  few  more 
snch  men— .inch  as  are  anenHve  to  their  basiaess, 
ready  and  true  to  ibeir  principlts— who  prefer  dc- 
ingtbeir  daty  by  voting  to  oonsuming  ine  time  of 
the  Boose- by  speedies.  The  gealteman  wiU  par- 
don me  in  giving  expression  to  my  feeiinci  by  thus 
referring  to  bim.  He  is  the  last  man,  I  Itnow, 
who  wonU-spcAk  of  his  owa  setvices. 

Another  '<aign"  was  the  resolniion  of  my  fiirni 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  BAaNiBD  ]  His  lesDlatisn, 
so  far  frpn  conflicting  with  the  compromise  ac^ 
eipresslj  pioposes  to  ioipoee  dnties  "on  wines,  silks, 
linens,  spices,  [and  other  arlietes,  being  Iwimies,'' 
<'bDt  in  snch  a  maner  as  not  to  conflict  with  the 
princtples,  pdicy,  and  spirit  of  the  act  of  March, 
1833,  oommMly  called  the  eomjpromise  aet.» 
Sofelyi  sir,  ibis  "sign"  of  a  tariff'  ejdsis  only  ia  the 
imagiaatioa  of  ib«  gentleman  from  Yirgiaia. 

As  to  the  "sign"  of  my  amendmant,  I  have  al- 
ready referred  to  that. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Viiginia  lhink%«r  aecms 
tointiiute,  that  some  pnipoae  ia  anlertsiMd  of 
ylolatiag  the  provisions  of  the  aomprtmisa  act  of 
March,  1833. 

I  have  heard  of  so  propoaition  fram  say  qtMrtar 
to  distnrb  the  compromise  act  Althongk  it  was 
passed  against  the  wishes  ef  a  laiga  pordon  of  iha 
North,  snll  they  seem,  with  the  best  motive*  I  Uww, 
to  be  disposed  to  give  it  a  fair  tiiaL  Acting  like 
patriots,  they  d«sii«  to  give  peace  to  the  coaatty. 
iVy  evinoa  a  meat  noble  fpir.t  of  eoocessien  fir 
the  sake  of  harmony,  which  we  ought  to  appreciale. 
I  deny,  sir,  that  the  ameodmcBt  which  1  proposed 
to  the  Treavnry  note  bill  will  be  any  infraction  of 
the  terms  or  the  spirit  of  the  compromise.  I  coa- 
cnr  with  (be  gentleman,  that  we  ought  not  to  distnrb 
the  act,  to  interfere  with  it  at  all,  "wiibont  an  actnal 
and  unavoidable  necessity."  Bnt  I  maintain  that 
that  necessity  (now  exists,  and  1  hnmbiy  think  I 
have  proved  it. 

The  Secretary  tells  as — "It  is  believed  that  the 
reduction  of  tbe  dnties  on  imports,  which,  by  tbe 
existing  tariff',  will  take  place  in  the  year  1842, 
catinot  vary  much  from  five  millions  of  dollars." 

I  concur  in  all  that  has  been  said  in  favor  of  the 
compromise.  It  was  not  an  ordinary  act  of  Ifgis- 
lation.  It  did  come  "with  healing  on  its  wings." 
It  originated  in  the  breast  of  the  greatest  statesman 
of  his  day,  from  an  anxious  wish  to  allay  a  trouble- 
some excilemeot.  It  saved  many  gallant  spirits  from 
being  subjected  to  the  ruthless  power  of  the  chief,  who 
declared  he  wished  lo  bang  them.  If  the  great  man 
who  struggled  so  bard  againM  such  fearful  odds, 
and  finally  accomplished  his  magnanimous  and 
noble  purpose,  bad  no  other  claim  to  immortality 
than  this,  he  would  deserve  to  be  gratefully  remem- 
bered while  virtuous  actions  continue  lo  excite  tbe 
admiration  of  tbe  good. 

The  great  and  leading  principle' of  the  comprc- 
mise  act  is  as  staled  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  his  report  to  the  Senate.  Speaklbg  of  the  Giipn- 
lations  con'ained  in  the  compromise,  he  says: 

•ThefintsMinatolMibatarwlaeiionbyimulnMnts  of  tin 
tomer  nw  of  dutiaa,  wkm  «zc«ediaK  twrnij-flr*  par  eoiL 
(iMOld  Anhwtth  commenca,  and  camaius  uaiaMimpttd  uuiil 
July  1, 1812;  aoihaLwhen  that  period  arrirol,  nu  dudea  what 
•f  *t  aMuld  axeaed  20  per  cent " 

la  tl^B  I  believe  we  all  concur. 

1  a(gr«e  also  with  the  Secretary  vrhen  he  givts  tbe 
following  opinio*: 

"AMthnriaairiedaakianMndtoliaTtlMen  liii»^d,i>,lkst 
If  a  revialu)  ea  mada  looparata  aftar  Juna  30th,  \diSL  \'t'^<\  ot 
before,iull,a«aganara]rula,  none  ol  die  duiieaahall  ba  t6en 
ralaedaboTaiweDijr  par  cant,  Thua,  tiM  eloaaof  Uia  (ibaac. 
liaapnmdaaUuu'airiiaiwnaoawklchiliaAm  a»aion»riMa 
actmwcmnu^aad  alTaiUcla*  now  «lioiuad  to  awry  free 
fnKri  doty,  or  lUyinca  ten  rata  of  dnijr  Ui«n  twenty  par  cam. 

tbuMff^  ailmiuari  la  aniry  nihject  to  auch  dvtr  au  «i. 
ceedkK  twenty  per  cant,  ad  Taloram  aa  ahall  be  praVided  br 
Uw.'  A  ehasga  could  then  be  mada  at  plaaaure  rron  twenty 
par  cant,  aownwardan  auire  Itaadooi  tnm  idipatt,  bat  oo  In- 

n».V»«  W>».P«™*n«d  loSy  abojie  Umii  rate." 
I  ts  tme,  sir,  one  of  the  sections  of  the  act,  the 


foonh,  provider  that  certain  luxuries,  until  the 
30th  Jane,  1849,  shall  be  admitted  to  entty  "free 
of  duty;"  but  then  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  con- 
tain*  the  following  proviso: 

"Proetdad,  That  iwUiiag  haraia  contabiad  aball  ba  ao  con. 
atroed  aa  lo  prevent  the  paaaage,  prior  or  sobseauent  to  the  aald 
ihinliBtb  day  of  Juna,  one  thouand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
two,  of  any  act  or  acta,  ftoin  time  u>  liata,  that  nay  be  neoee- 
•ary  to  detect,  pte'eni,  or  puniah  avaaiona  of  the  dmieaon  im- 
ponalmpoaed  by  law,  nor  to  present  the  paiaage  of  any  act 
prior  lo  the  thirtieth  day  or  Jane,  one  ihouaand  eiflit  hondrad 
and  ibrty-two,  in  iha  conlingeocy  either  of  «ze«a»  or  daaeiancy 
of  reveaue,"  dec.  Ac 

I  endeavored  lo  regard  strictly  the  compromiie 
act,  when  1  offered  the  amendment.  I  think  it 
was  regarded,  for  nothing  is  clearer  than  tbe  fkct 
that  there  is  now  a  "deficieucy  of  revenue." 

If  I  understood  my  friend  ftom  'Virginia  eor- 
reeOy,  he  said  the  first  or  main  principle  of  ihe 
eompromire  act  was,  ibat  the  laiiff  should  be  a  ta- 
rifftor  revenue,  and  that  "protection  was  abandon- 
ed," In  this,  with  all  respect  for  the  gentleman,  I 
venture  (osHy  he  is  very  much  mi.<^tak(n.  In  the 
report  from  Mr.  Woodbury  from  which  he  quoted, 
Mr.  W.  slates  expressly  that  the  interests  of  the  ma- 
nufacturer were  consulied  in  tbe  compromise  act. 
If  he  will  consult  the  debates  of  tbe  day,  he  must 
see  that  Mr.  Clay  all  along  denied  that  protection 
waK  to  be  abaodoaed,  Mr.  Clayton,  who  took  an 
ac'ivs  aad  important  part  in  passing  the  compro- 
mise act,  said,  before  he  would  consent  that  protec- 
tion should  be  abandoned,  be  would  let  tbe  compro- 
mise act  fail.  I  think,  upon  refl-^ction,  tbe  gentle- 
man, who  is  better  acquainted  with  the  debates  of 
the  day  than  I  am,  will  see  in  this  be  is  in  error.  I 
know  in  this  opinion  the  gentleman  from  Somh 
Carolina  [Mr.  Ruxtt]  concurs  with  tbe  gentleman 
from  'Virginia;  hot  really,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  poli- 
ticians from  South  Carolina  differ  so  widely  upon 
almost  all  subjects  from  all  other  persons,  that  I  ge- 
nerally think  to  go  opposite  to  what  they  recom- 
mend is  to  go  right. 

While  speaking  upon  this  subject  of  protection, 
let  me  say,  Mr.  Chaiimao,  that  gentlemen  need  not 
any  longer  attempt  to  delude  the  public  mind  by 
any  outcry  upon  ibis  subject.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Caroliaa,  [Mr.  Rhbtt,] especially,  I  though), 
seemed  anxious  to  raise  an  outcry  sgniust  a  protec- 
tive tariff.  I  wish  to  ray  s^ometbing  presently  in 
reference  to  the  peculiar  opinions  of  that  gentle- 
man; and  before  1  do  so,  let  me  say,  I  wu-h  to  do 
so  in  no  spirit  of  unkindness.  I  wish  to  speak  of 
political  tipinions  alone.  I  do  not  intend  to  say  any 
thing  calculated  to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  gen- 
tleman from  that  State. 

But  let  me  remark,  as  to  ibis  protective  tariff, 
that  when  the  question  comes  up  for  consideration, 
I  shall  be  ready  to  meet  it,  and  to  act  upon  it.  And, 
sir,  when  my  friend  from  Virginia  says,  "Southern 
gentlemen  dare  not  vote  for  a  protective  tariff,"  let 
me  tell  bim,  in  all  humility,  he  has  no  right  t:) 
speak  ihns  for  Sjuibcrn  gentlemen.  Let  me  tell 
bim,  here,  before  tbe  next  election  in  my  district, 
that  North  Carolina  Whigs  do  "dare  to  support  a 
protective  tariff"  whenever  ihey  become  satisfied 
Ihe  interest  of  our  great  counuy  requires  it.  Yes, 
sir,  we  dare,  I  hope,  do  all  that  may  become  men. 
A  tariff  may  not  only  protect  Noitbern  manufhc- 
lores,  but  a  uriff  may  protect  commerce  and  agri- 
culture. May  not  our  oniton  require  protection, 
and  that  at  no  distant  day?  Does  cot  our  tobacco 
already  require  some  legislative  protection?  The 
time  may  come,  sir,  when  my  own  State  shall  be 
sufficienily  aware  of  her  own  great  »i)eng>h  and 
power — when  she  will  arons*  to  a  proper  sense  of 
.her  own  capability,  of  ber  immense  resources — 
when  she  may,  as  I  hope  she  will,  avail  herself  of 
the  benefit:  conferred  upon  her  by  a  kind  Provi- 
dence, and  turn  ber  aiientiou  to  mannfacturing; 
the  time  may  speedily  come  when  we  shall  demand 
of  ourOovernment  a  protective  tariff.  And  when 
that  time  arrive?,  yes,  before  then,  if  any  great 
b'anch  of  American  industry  requires  protection,  I 
shall  deem  myself  unworthy  a  seal  on  this  floor,  ifl 
by  any  fear  of  the  unpopularity  of  the  measure,  I 
shall  be  deterred  from  supporting  it.  While,  sir, 
1  acknowledge  the  great  power  of  my  friend  from 
Virginia^  while  I  am  proud  to  admit  that  his  oppo- 
sition is  calculated  to  make  any  measure  odious, 
let  me  tell  bim,  sir,  be  is  much  mistaken  if  he  thinks 
North  Carolina,  as  a  jiart  of  the  South,  "dare  not 
Igo  tot  a  protective  tariff;"    Let  not  the  genlUiiian 


lay  "the  flattering  uDCtioa  to  bis  soul"  that  he  i 
by  tbe  magic  of  bii>  name,  prevent  the  Whig  patty 
of  the  Southern  country  from  advocating  wbaUvar 
they  may  ibiak  right  and  proper.  No,  sir;  ia  Uhn 
old  Nanb  Sute,  thank  Qod,  we  are  free.  We  ban 
declaiei  our  iodependenoe  of  the  ridiealom  nk- 
stractions  which  tied  us  to  tbe  car  of  'Virginia. 
We  have  seen  ihe  error  ot  our  ways:  cur  peeofk, 
remembering  the  noble  coadnci  of  our  tiiaia  is 
1775,  when  she  took  the  lead  of  her  proad  cisitf, 
have  delermiaed  to  think  and  act  for  themstlvca^ 
'Ves, sir,  she  tiok  tbe  leal  in  1775,  when onr Mack- 
leDbuigDeeUraiipn  of  Independence  was  dcctawd, 
and  if  we  have  been  ander  Yixgioia  iaflnnaoa,  it 
was  not  when  our  country  wa«  assailed  by  foraign 
domestic  foa°.  Not  only  in  1775  did  we  go  ahead 
of  Virginia,  but  l  am  proud  lu  aay  that  ia  1840  we 
did  likewise.  Tee,  sir,  after  the  result  of  eleMieas  in 
Virginia  was  well  known,  oar  people  went  to  tin 
polls,  each  man  koowmg  he  was  disehargiag  an 
laipoitani  duty  to  hii  country,  aad  feeliog  ^mmM 
thai  he  siiU  had  a  right  to  txert  a  j^toper  inflKnai 
ihrou^  the  ballot^iex  over  ihe-netion  of  hit  icfn- 
lentatives. 

[Mr.  B^TmahersintenraptedMr.  SrAa&r.aad 
said  he  hoped  his  collengne  woald  aUow  hiaa  is 
aak  if  be  nufieratood  bim  conaeUy  ia  what  kr  kmi 
•aid  of  a  ptotapave  tariff.  Ftam  what  he  had 
beard,  be  was  satisfied  Mf,  8.  had  been  BuaonAs- 
ttoodj 

Mr.  SraiftT  said,  ■jrcoUcngnsis  right,  av^  im- 
saying;!  have  been  misondeniMd,  if  it  ia  ntksiA  I 
advocate  a  "protective  tariff'."  Aa  fiir  aa  I  te«a 
beard,  no  one  on  this  floor  baa  preiccdcd  to  advo- 
eau  a  protaative  tariff.  It  is  a  Mse  alMm.  xaiaMl 
by  certain  peKons  here,  that  they  may,  if  poeaiMc, 
induce  some  lanff  man  to  reoommenl  it,  lo  fin 
Inem  an  ezrusafor  indalgiag  in  a  little  btntioaic 
Ullt.  I  did  say,  however,  air,  that  if  H  hereaAer 
beeame  necessary  to  the  welfiue  of  the  oeantry  w 
ttsort  to  a  protective  tariff— f  the  peopiaof  Nocth 
Carolina  should  think  her  iaterests  reqaiicd  it,  I 
should  not  be  dhvea  fiom  the  support  rfii  baauaa 
Soaih  Carolina  tepresentativts  bad  thtealeacd  aa 
that  they  wouki  not  submit  to  iu  If  hete^ker 
Texas  should,  as  she  nay,  raise  cotton  ienoagh  to 
supply  our  Noithera  maaafaoinrers,  I  think  it  *egy 
probable  tho  Somh  would  not  very  atroi^y  oiiiset 
to  a  little  protection.  If 'Great  Britain  inoioodein 
her  plan  of  raising  cotton  in  India,  aad  can  mff^ 
ber  manufacturers  from  that  source,  which  will  ^ 
prive  us  of  a  market  in  England,  a  protective  tariff 
to  keep  out  foreign  cot!on,  to  enable  as  toaeU  cats 
to  oiu  Northern  manuractnrers,  wonld  not  be  ao 
unacceptable  to  the  South  as  sonu  of  as  aHiy  iana- 
gine.  1  really  have  beaid  a  proteeiirc  tariff  ae 
much  denounced  from  a  certain  qoarter  that  I  4ie- 
gin  to  think  it  cannot  be  half  as-bad  aaaaany  Ooalh 
ern  genilemen  have  thought. 

But,  sir,  my  Iriend  from  Virginia  seeaaed  toihiak 
that  there  is  some  charm  in  the  weed  "tariff;' 
which  eaa  call  spirits  from  tbe  vasty  ietp}  He 
speaks  of  it  as  if  it  were  as  terrible  a  taoasifraw 
tbat  described  by  Milton,  as  seen  by  Saiaa  at  ilw 
gales  of  Hell-. 

"A  formMable  Aape, 
IHackitslawlaaidgbt, 
Fierce  aa  ten  furie^  laniUe  aa  halt" 

'Ves,  sir,  one  wonld  think,  from  tbe  horror  ex- 
pressed by  himself  and  some  of  tbe  members  from 
South  Carolina  of  atariff,  tbat  it  was  a  monsier 
threatening  to  attack  the  South,  levelling  his  deait- 
ly  aim— 

"Andlilie  a  conMt  burned, 
Tlial  fired  ihe  length  of  Ouhiticbaabaca, 
In  Ihe  arctic  sliy,  and  from  hb  konld  hair 
MhaicBa  paatUence  aad  war." 

I  have  no  doubt,  sir,  in  some  parts  of  oar  coaa- 
try,  where  rrading,  writing,  and'  arithmetic  (te 
three  r'»,  1  think,  they  were  once  ciUed}  ate 
thought  to  be  aristocratic  arts,  and  where  "diicet 
taxation"  is  regarded  as  the  only  Demoeratie  *ay 
of  raising  revenue  fof  the  Oovemment — I  hav«  a* 
donbt  la  such  places  a  tariff  is  believed  to  be  aoae 
"highland  blood"  Abolitioniii  that  will  Ubetaie  all 
Ihe  slaves,  and  sell  all  tbe  "rrsptetabte  poor  aeKk- 
bormen  and  women."  '  But  what  is  *^  tariff^ii 
'is  a  table  of  dniies  ongopds,  or  a  book  of  rtWa  a 
|<cel«rf!tion  by  lawoif'  the  duties  ^  ba  jhM  u  'At 
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eastom  hoase  apoB  imponed  goods.  No  man,  I 
hope,  sir,  who  knows  that  we  live  in  a  Repnblican 
Qjrernment,  is  to  deplorably  ignorant  as  to  say 
tbai  a  tariff  is  nDcoostltaiional.  I  And  the  1st  ani- 
ele,  seetioD  8th  of  the  Coustitntioo,  lo  be  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Coogrea  ihall  hire  powtr  to  lay  and  collai-t  laxtt,  ilaiiet, 
mpotu,  and  uciM>t  «>  pajf  the  Oelita  and  proTida  for  the  torn  ■ 
aoadnnneeaad  general  walbre,"  Ac 

It  ill  the  flnt  power  cnnferred  npon  Congress  by 
Ihe  Constiiaiion.  Tne  framirs  of  ibe  CoDstitotion 
Kcn  to  have  regarded  it  as  of  the  oiost  indispensa- 
>la  iiiiportsa«e,  tor  wiibuiu  the  means  of  raiting 
■oaey  w«  conid  not  Utc  one  day,  either  in  peace 
wwanit  i*  "the  feather  that  snppons  the  royal 
liid  and  adonu  his  flight;  strip  him  of  hi*  plniMge, 
wd  yo«  (Ix  him  to  the  earth." 

My  triead  from  Virginia  takes  Mr.  Maditwn  as 
lb  model,  he  tclb  as.  Well,  at,  Mr.  Madison 
rill  aaiwer  for  a  model  npon  this  qoestion.  1 
iad,  daring  the  Aist  Oongress,  among  the  eer- 
iest aeet  of  legislatioD,  that  Mr.  Madison,  the 
kihei  of  Ike  Ooostitntion,  inmdnced  a  pro- 
Meiiioii  tot  It^ing  daiiea  oit  impoeis.  I  have 
loomilted   both  mu  of  the  first  Oongrets,  and 

oereeife  that  chapter  Ist  regnlatcs  the  time 
iM  mantter.  of  admioisttriag  eertaia  oaihs,  the 
loaliflcMioB  of  the  Speaker,  the  members,  Ac  and 
ihapier  Si  is  "an  aet  for  laying  a  duty  on  xeods, 
ntres,  and  nerebaiidisea  imported  into  the  United 
Matu,"  the  preamble  of  whioh  is  as  follows: 

•■Wheiaai  h  ia  neceenry  Ibr  the  aappar t  of  Ooremnient,  fbr 
lie  diaeliaige  of  the  dabu  of  the  llniled  Siatea,  and  the  en- 
auragementaodprotecuonofinanufacturea.  that  dbtiealM  laid 
n  goodi,  wane  and  mercbandtwa  Imported:  Be  It  enacted," 

And,  sir,  I  conid  bnt  obserre  that  George  Wash- 
Dgtoo,  at  that  time  President  of  the  Onited  Stat^, 
[■proved  this  law  on  the  4tb  day  of  Jnly,  1789. 
le  conid  not  have  beta  fotgetfol  oi  that  great  day; 
he  f eenes  of  oor  gloriona  Revelation  were  still 
resh  in  hi^  memory.  He  had  enjoyed  the  advan- 
age  ef  bearing  the  poweis  of  the  Constimiioa  dis-. 
massed  before  him.  And  bh,  acting  under  oath,  on 
bis  great  day  siitetioned  this  law;  Mr.  Madison, 
be  father  of  the  Constitotion,  urging  it  apoaCoa- 
;ress;  Waahiagtoo,  the  President  of  the  Conven- 
ion  which  framed  the  Consiitntion,  approving  it. 
t  wa«  "the  voice  of  Jacob,  but  the  hand  ofEsan." 
^t  ns  not  say  soch  men  did  not  know  what  they 
vere  doing. 

In  this,  as  it  i^ald  always  be,  the  interests  of 
liferent  sections  of  the  coaniry  were  regarded. 
^mmeree,  mannfaetnres,  and  sgricultore,  each 
eceived  some  share  of  protection. 

In  Mr.  Jefferson^  messages  he  recommends  the 
roiection  of  manafaetares.     In  hu  sixib  message 
e  says,  "Shall  we  suppress  the  impost  and  give 
tat  advantage  to  foreign  over  domestic  mannfhc- . 
ires7" 

Mr.  BCadison  repeatedly  recommends  protection 
>  maoufkctares.  In  bis  loaagnral  Address  he 
peaks  of  the  daty  "to  promote,  by  authotized 
leans,  improvements  friendly  to  agriealtnre,  to 
■anufaetares,  and  lo  external  as  well  as  internal 
ommerce,  to  favor  in  like  manner  the  advanoe- 
lent  of  science,  and  the  diffusion  of  informaiion 
s  the  best  element  of  troe  liberty." 

I  am  willing  to  take  Mr.  Madison  as  ray  "model," 
specially  in  his  recommendation  of  the  diffasion 
f  information. 

Mr.  Monroe  in  his  inaognral  and  messages  u- 
eats  Ibis  reeommcndstioos  of  his  predeeesaor^  in 
trong  laognage,  and  especially  reeommeiids  pro- 
iclion  and  encooragement  to  manafaetares. 
'  It  is  well  known  thai  Qeneral  Harrison  concurred 
rlth  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Madison  in  their  Re- 
inbliean  opinions  on  this  snbjsct.  The  leading 
Ldmioistration  prims  opposed  him  beeanse  he  was 
t'  opinion  Congress  bad  power  to  regulate  a  tariff, 
lOt  for  revenue  only,  bat  also  for  the  purpose  of 
TOlecting  demeiiic  manafaetares.  What  his  opi- 
lions  are  npon  ibis  snbjeot,  he  will  inform  ns  at  a 
iroper  time.     I  am  not  authorized  to  speak  for 

lim. 

2Iow.  sir,  as  to  the  opinions  of  the  "illnsirioas 
>redeeessor*'  of  the  present  "follower  in  the  foot- 
iteps."  In  1324,  it  i-i  well  known,  Ot-neral  Jackson 
rrote  a  letter  to  a  gentleman  in  Nerib  Carolina,  in 
vhich  he  spoke  very  favorably  of  proteeiion  to 
nantifiaetaiesi  he  tfaongbt  "a  careful  and  jtidiei  jus 


tariff  was  nmeh  wanted  to  pay  oar  national  debt, 
and  lo  afford  us  the  means  widiin  oarselvts  on 
which  the  safely  of  our  country  and  liberty  de- 
pends," Ac. 

In  1838,  General  Jaeksonr  said,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Governor  of  Indiaaa:  "I  pray  yon,  sir,  respectfnlty 
to  state  to  the  Senate  of  Indiana  that  my  opinions 
at  present  are  precisely  what  they  were  in  183t-34, 
when  they  were  communicated  by  letier  lo  Dr.  Dol- 
man, of  North  Carolina,  and  when  I  voted  fi>r  tbe 
present  tariff  and  iiKenial  iraprovemeati." 

And  yet,  sir,  "the  South"  voted  for  General 
Jackson,  and  all  that  the  Whigs  of  the  present  day 
desire  is  "a  eaieful  and  judicioiu  tariff"  to  pay  our 
national  debt. 

I  will  not  examine  the  course  uf  Mr.  Van  Bnren 
npon  the  ttmff  question.  We  all  know  he  voted 
for  the  most  abominable  tariff  laws.  Weall  koow 
what  he  said  in  his  disgraeefnl  sheep  slleeeh,  of  tbe 
motives  which  influenced  his  vote.  Bis  eondnet 
upon  the  tariff  question  was  nnworthy  an  Ameri- 
can statesmen.  He  deceived  ihe  Sonth  in  1838, 
and  was  reproved  for  it. 

To  examine  Mr.  Van  Buren's  eoune  on  this  sub- 
ject would  be  to  censure  him.  This  I  do  not  de- 
sire to  do.  With  all  his  patronage,  so  eormptfy 
tised;  with  his  thonsands  of  office  holders  election- 
eering for  him;  with  his  convenient  Secretaries; 
notwiihsiaadiog  his  promisee  and  his  personal  ef- 
forts, the  American  people  have  consigned  him  to 
oblivion.  Let  htm  rest  u  peace,  if  he  can.  Worse 
men  may,  by  accident,  be  placed  in  the  Presiden- 
tial chain  a  wor!>e  President  we  can  never  have. 
Let  him  go  to  Kinderhook.  I  hope  he  wilt  take 
with  him  a  cashmere  shawl,  with  a  bottle  of  otto  of 
reses,  from  his  "great  and  good  friend,"  the  Imaum 
of  Muscat. 

Here,  then,  is  the  plan  recommeiidedand  adopted 
by  Washington  and  Madison  for  raising  revenue; 
the  best  and  most  equal,  the  least  oppressive  plan 
ever  devised  by  the  wit  of  man.  When  duties  are 
paid  on  articles  imported,  especially  luxuries,  tbe 
man  who  does  not  buy  surely  does  ndt  pay  any  tax. 
The  necessaries  of  life,  snch  as  are  lued  by  the 
great  body  of  tbe  people,  ought  not  to  be  taxed, 
fhriher  than  it  is  indispensably  neoeftary  for  the 
wants  of  the  Government.  Bnt  tbe  eonsameri  of 
silks,  linens,  and  wines, being  able  to  pay,  have  no 
right  to  complain  of  die  action  of  Ooveinmenu 
The  tax  paid  by  imposing  duties  on  imports  is 
purely  voluntary.  The  farmer  who  makes  bis 
own  silk,  or  clothes  bis  family  in  articles  manu- 
faemred  on  his  owa  farm,  pays  no  tax  on  thete  ar- 
ticles. Those  who  are  indirectly  taxed  through  the 
custom-house  never  feel  the  tax  imposed  on  Item. 

And  now,  sir,  let  ns  see  why  this  venerated  cm- 
tem,  this  time-honored  nsage,  is  sought  to  be  aban- 
doned. Let  us  inquire  what  plan  is  to  be  snbsti- 
toted  for  this,  bequeathed  to  us  from  our  Revolu- 
tionary sires,  handed  down  to  as  with  tbe  approba- 
tioB  of  tbe  framer«  of  the  Constitution. 

I  regard  this  proposed  nysism  of  direct  taxation 
as  anti-repablican,  and  calcalated  to  be  oppna- 
sive  to  the  people.  I  have  not  time  to  diseuss  the 
horrors  of  such  a  system  fully,  nor  do  I  think  it 
neeesi-iry.  To  mention  it  is  enough  to  insure  its 
coadcmnatioi.  No  re.«pectable  portion  of  tbe 
American  Congress  can  be  so  lost  to  all  reason  as 
to  attempt  to  adopt  the  plan  of  direct  taxation. 
We  nevt:r  will,  I  hope,  lose  sight  of  Ihe  pith  mark- 
ed out  for  us  by  the  framers  of  oar  Govemmeat— 
the  path  trodden  in  this  respect  by  Washington, 
Jefferson,  Madison,  Monroe,  Attains,  and  Jackson. 
We  will  never  leave  a  welf-tried  and  beautiful 
system,  under  whieh  we  have  flourished  so  won- 
derfully, to  try  the  experiments  of  a  few  hair- 
brained.  Hotspur  politician5. 

I  not  only  object  to  ibis  mad  scheme  on  account 
of  its  impracticability,  but  because  I  fear  the  advc 
eates  of  it  themselves  expect  no  great  good  from  it. 
They  do  not  seem  anxioas  lo  promote  the  prosperi- 
ty of  the  whole  cnriitry,  but  they  exhibit  ^elmgs 
oCembiitered  opposition  to  the  Union.  Mr.  Wood- 
bury recommended  this  plan  as  one  which  was 
"defensible,"  as  he  said;  and  the  country  has  (aid 
it  was  opposed  to  the  "grindstone"  measures— the 
Sob-Treasury  and  diteei  taxation. 

This  system  is  revolting  to  the  feelings  of  an 
Amerieaa  cit^xen.  It  never  can  be  effeeinally  eai>- 
ricd  ost,  unless  by  an  nrmed  forea .    Tbe  dioagbt 


is  Worse  than  ridicaloa!>,  that  this  Oovemmeni,  in' 
stead  of  the  present  mode,  which  exempts  all  from 
taxation  who  do  not  chooee  to  buy  imponed  arti- 
cles, sbonid  create  handieds  of  thousands  of  Imx 
eolleelors,  who  would  invade  the  sanctity  of  pri- 
vate life,  tatrode  into  every  man's  house,  uke  an 
inventory  of  all  his  goods  and  chattels,  his  house- 
hold furniture,  take  an  aeeonot  of  his  hogs,  his  cat- 
tle, bis  corn  and  wheat,  and  collect  a  lax  on  them, 
to  pay'  their  own  salaries,  to  put  money  in  the 
keeping  of  sub-ireasufers,  or  in  Loco  Focu  pet 
benk»,  to  be  need  for  electioneering  purposes.  It 
eaa  Berer  meet  the  sanction  of  a  free  people. 
They  will  never  allow  Federal  lax-gatbertiv,  the 
instruments  of  Executive  power,  to  examine,  at 
their  arbitrary  discietion,  into  their  deraestio  af- 
fairs. To  carry  out  the  power,  the  officer  must  be 
invested  with  ihe  right  to  search  the  houses  of  the 
people.  They  must  have  power  to  compel  submis- 
sion to  ibeir  authority — the  invalaable  privilege  of 
ir^al  by  jury  eonid  not  be  preserved  under  snch  a 
state  of  things.  Tbe  advocates  of  this  scheme  had 
better  wait  until  the  people  sanction  the  "plan"  re- 
commended to  oor  consideration  by  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren,  of  erganising  an  army  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand men. 

Sir,  if  Aaron's  hand  was  stretched  out  over  this 
land,  over  the  streams,  over  the  rivers,  and  over 
the  ponds,  and  brought  upon  us  the  plagne  of 
frogs,  we  should  not  be  more  sorely  afflicted  than 
by  this  monstrous  system  of  direct  taxation. 

And  now,  sir,  I  wUh  to  examine  a  little  die 
pMuliar  "opinions"  of  the  gentlenMin  from  Sonth 
Carolina  [Mr.  Rrxtt]  and  his  clique,  who  advo- 
eate  a  system  of  direct  laxaiion  in  oppositioq  to 
laying  duties  upon  imports.  That  I  may  not  be 
misunderstood,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to  repeat, 
thai,  in  eramioiojr,  as  I  intend  to  do,  with  freedoib, 
tbe  opinions  of  the  gentleman  from' South  Caroli- 
na, I  do  not  intend  to  use  personalities.  I  with  to 
discuss  doctrines,  and  doctrines  alone. 

I  shall  contend,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  issue 
before  the  American  people  is  a  system  of  imposts, 
of  duties  on  Imported  articles,  with  oor  present 
Union,  on  the  one  side,  and  a  system  of  direct  taxa- 
tion, with  disunion,  on  the  other. 

[Here  Mr.  Rhctt  asked  Mr.  SrutLT  to  inform 
bim  who  bad  advoeated  disunion  in  eoimeeiion 
with  direel-taxaiion.] 

Mr.  Stahlt  said,  if  ibe  gentleman  wUI  be  pa- 
tient I  will  show  htm.  If  I  do  not  satisfy  him,  I 
think  I  can  satisfy  the  Hoose  of  ibe  correctness  of 
what  I  say.  Aad,  to  be  short,  I  would  say  to  the 
gentleman,  ia  perfect  candor,  as  Nathan  siid  unto 
David, "  riiou  art  the  man."  I  think  I  can  show 
that  not  only  the  gentleman  bimseir,  bat  some  of 
bb  friends  who  appiwe  of  direct  laxaiion  ate  also 
avowing  dootrine*  salenlated  to  cool  the  atiaeh- 
nent  wirieb  now  exists  for  our  Unien. 

Isrilf^mish  what  I  deem  the  proofs  of  what  I 
have  said,  f  will  not  charge  open  gentlemen, 
wantonly,  the  desire  of  dissolving  the  Union,  but  I 
do  eharge  tbem  with  eberitbiag  and  endesvoribg  to 
propagate  0|nnkiM  wUeb  mast  inevitably  lead  to 
disunion  if  they  receive  favor  from  any  respectable 
portioa  of  the  eoantry. 

1  was  a  good  deal  amused,  Mr.  Chairman,  by 
reading,  in  the  early  part  of  this  session,  a  eorres- 
pondenee  between  a  distiagnishcd  Senator,  [Mr. 
WxBSTBa,]  and  the  gentleman  from  Soaih  Caroli- 
na, [Mr.  Brbtt.]  The  gentleman  will  allow  me 
to  say,  a  correspondence  conducted  and  published 
widk  a  oottsidenble  flourish  on  his  pert.  It  seems, 
if  I  understood  the  matter  rightly,  ihat  ihe  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  denied  that  he  ever 
avowed  a  wish  to  bring  "the  North  to  the  grind- 
stone." Now,  sir,  I  think  the  gentleman  has  avow- 
ed Ihe  wish,  or  he  has  threateued  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Rrbtt  asked  Mr.  8.  when  snch  a  wish  or 
threat  had  ever  been  made  by  him? 

Mr.  Stanlt  said,  I  will  read  to  Ihe  gentleman 
some  of  his  own  language. 

I  hold  in  my  band,  sir,  a  pamphlet  entitled  "The 
dn^risi,"  in  which  ihe  writer  takes  the  same  view 
of  the  language  of  the  gentleman,  as  that  ttdtCD  by 
myself.  He  says  "Mr.  R.  B.  Rbstt,  a  South  Ca- 
rolina member  of  Congress,  ha<,  it  appears, 
bnckled  on  his  armor— denonnces  the  tariff  as  na- 
oonetttiilional->-ittsisis  on  a  total  modification  of 
I  11-4  nootme  to  direct  taxes-^nd  tbreatens  n« 
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with  hu  all-,<uwerfal  "sward"  if  we  do  nol  obey ' 
his  mandates.  When  be  has  .suited  his  decree,  he 
.asks  bis  consiimenis,  in  the  eTcnt  of  oor  noL-som- 
plianoe:"  . 

Now,  iir,  here  are  the  werds  of  die  honorable 
member,  to  which  I  call  bis  aitentioa: 

"WUIyoa  aubmii^  ir  70U  do,  the  quMtion  !•  nsM  up  te 
Ton  and  your  posterity  fureveri  The  principle  will  have  pained 
into  the  CoiMutiilion,  and  10  ibe  Oeneral  GoremnwM  batongs 
tlia  power  of  regulating  liie  industry  and  controlling  the  pro- 
'ductipoa  of  the  whole  Union.  The  atruggle  of  "33  will  haTe 
been  in  nin — a  bitter  laughing  mockery  to  point  the  flow>inov- 
ing  flncer  of  acorn  toyonr  fatal  defeat  at  laau  Will  youaub- 
Initl    leaeyonranawer  inyoorlcindling  countenancca — Ihear 


it  in  the  echo  from  the  paat,  elill  beating  on  the  public  ear— We 
win  notautunlt.  The  altematiTes  are  before  them;  direct  taxa* 
tinn  or  an  equal  ad  valorem  duly  !  There  is  yet  another  altar* 
native  which  we  will  leave  ii  to  ihem  to  pi««ent— tlie  awoid. 
Chooae  ye,  for  wo  are  loo  weak  in  the  cotincila  of  the  Confede- 
racy to  chqoee.  but  we  are  nol  loo  weak  to  do  all  that  man  can 
do  in  mainlaioitig  ttie  worst  of  ibese  aliemativea  1" 

This  language,  I  (hinU,  is  extracted  from  a  cirea- 
lar  issavd  by  tbe  gentleman  10  his  eonstitoenis  dai- 
ing  the  last  Coogreas. 

Mr.  Rrbtt  said  it  was  an  extract  from  an  ora- 
tion made  oi|  the  Four  h  of  Jaly  to  a  portion  of  his 

.coDsiitnenis. 

Mr.  Stanlt  said,  then,  sir,  it  is  bat  another  item 
of  evidence  10  support  mv  charge.  If  I  had  known, 
however,  ibal  it  was  a  "Fourth  of  July  speech,"  I 

^shaald  have  thoDithi  (here  was  some  excuse  for  it. 
I  see  90W,  sir,  what  was  meant  by  "kindling  cont.- 
tenanees."  I  bad  a  copy  of  ibe  Keniieman's  circu- 
lar, Mr.  Chairman,  but  I  misplacisd  it.  it  was  a 
copy  which  be  honored  me  by  sending  to  me.  I 
think,  sir,  I  placed  it  away  with  a  bosbel  of  Aboli- 
tion papers  which  I  had  occasion  to  ase  daring  oar 
late  glorious  campaign.  1  tbongbt  (hey  were  pa- 
pers of  a  like  character,  and  oagbt  to  ge  in  com- 
pany. If  I  had  it,  I  couUl  famish  stronger  evi- 
denoe  (ban  I  have  yet  addaced. 

But,  sir,  what  langnage  tiiis  is  from  an  American 
statesman !  "Will  you  submiil" — ^"will  yoa  sab- 
miit"  and  "we  will  not  sabmit."  ''The  alterna- 
tives itre  before  them — direct  taxatioB,  or  an  equal 
ad  valorem  duty.  There  i«  yet  another  alternative, 
which  we  will  leave  it  to  ihem  to  present — tbe 
sword."  Mark  yon,  sir,  it  ii  not  'a  grindstone." 
Oh,  no!  Bat  it  is  "tbe  sword."  A  direct  taxation 
"grindstone." 

Bat,  sir,  I  ^oald  like  the  gentleman  to  telt  os 
what  they  mean  by  saying  they  will  not  '^bmit" 
What  do  they  intend  to  do,  if  Congress  is  not  in- 
timidated by  saeh  threats? 

Mr.  Bbbtt  taid  be  appealed  to  Mr.  SraNLV 
as  a  Carolinian  (0  state  what  be  wonld  do  if  Con- 
gress passed  an  nnconsUtutional  law  which  was 
uaeqaal  and  oDJust  in  its  operations}  Wonld  he 
"inbmiiV 

Mr.  Stanlt  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  know  this 
word  "submit"  is  rather  anweleomt  to  Whig  ears 

.'in  modern  days.  I  do  not  fancy  the  word.  Bat, 
sir,  let  me  tell  the  gentleman  to  make  no  appe^  to 
me  a*  "a  Carolinian."  I  do  not  answer  to  that 
name.  If  be  appeals  to  me  as  a  North  Carolini- 
an,  I  will  givflUm  an  attentive  ear. 

I  have  no  hesitaiion  in  answering  Ihe  geatkman. 
Sir,  if  Congress  should  pass  a  law  I  deem  imeon- 
atitational,  it  wonld  be  my  daty  to  obtain  tbe  deci- 
sion of  the  Snpreme  Court  upon  it.  If  that  eonrt 
pronoonoed  the  law  nneoasiitational,  I  shonid  most 
cheetfally  snbmiL    I  shoald  do  as  States  have  hith- 

,  erto  done  in  like  cases.  I  shoald  hold  myself  nn- 
worthy  a  seat  on  this  floor  if  I  impadeatly  endea- 
vored to  excite  civil  war  becanse  my  opinion  opon 
a  eonstiiaiional  qneation  was  overraled  by  a  ma- 
jority of  Congress  and  by  ihe  Supreme  Court  of  tbe 
United  States.* 

*  atnce  the  daliverr  of  thia  speech,  I  have  met  with  a  cepy 
of  the  "Joarnal  of  the  South  Carolina  Convention,  in  March, 
1833,"  published  in  Cbarlesftm  in  that  year,  from  which  I  se- 
lect the  following  extract  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  "R.  Barnwell 
Bmilb,"  now  K.  Barnwell  Rhett: 

"Mr.  President,  I  have  one  more  objection  to  urge  againat  thia 
report  It  ia  not  an  objection  to  an  enor  In  princlpTe,  but  in 
profeaalOD.  In  the  Ant  column  I  find  the  following  words: 
'Ardently  attached  to  the  union  of  these  Statea,  the  people  ol 
BoQlli  Carolina  were  atill  more  devoted  to  the  rights  of  the 
Biaiss.'  Mr,  ii  thia  profession  plainly  and  simply  irael  If  it 
Isi  let  it  stand.  Since  your  attachment  might  be  anspected,  ac- 
cumulate epithets  to  your  professions.  1  ask  the  gentlemen 
upon  tMs  lloor  whether  they  can  lay  their  bands  upon  their 
heafU  tui  say  that  they  are  ■ardently  attached  to  the  union  of 
Iheee  Slates.'  Why,  have  we  not  for  ihe  last  seven  years  been 
declalmng  against  this  union  as  inflicting  upon  us  oppression, 
and  poverty,  and  deeolailoni  And  have  we  not  proved  It,  ir|. 
ampnanlly  proved  h,  and  ihrmiglKnit  the  wida  Soath  mads 
fommon  the  high  complaint  ihiit  these  IJiaIss  of  this  Conft- 


Mr.  Chairman,  it  would  consume  loo  much  lime 
to  examine  at  length  all  the  opinions  of  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Soath  Carolina.  His  well-known  and 
eflen-avowcd  hostility  to  the  North  makes  me  sui- 
pieioas  of  his  direct  taxation  BotiouF.  And  I  think, 
sir^  whoever  will  read  the  speech  of  that  gentle- 
man delivered  in  this  House  on  the  In<)ependen( 
Treasury  bill,  on  the  33a  day  of  June,  1840,  will 
have  ample  evidence  ol  his  desire  to  bring  the 
North  to  ibe  grindstone.  In  that  speech,  which  is 
before  mti,  tbe  gentleman  says,  "Indirect  taxation — 
(hat  ir,  laying  tbe  taxes  on  foreign  articles  when 
imported  into  the  coontry — is  an  admirable  expe- 
dient for  a  despotism." 

Speaking  of  the  people,  the  gentleman  »ys:  "To 
jaJge  of  the  uxts  ibey  pay,  they  must  see  and  un- 
darsiand  (hat  they  pay  (hem;  and  to  supervise  (he 
expenditure  of  them  with  the  keen  jealausy  their 
liberties  require,  (bey  shoald  be  eoiuciaw  of  tbe  ex- 
act burdens  they  impose."  He  wished  to  make 
the  people  /$el  what  they  pay — to  make  them  oon- 
teiotu.  The  gentleman  says  the  argument  that,  by 
indirect  taxaiion,  the  people  do  r.ot  t«  the  tax  c«l- 
lee(or,  'is  a  fiat  and  flagrant  insalt  10  the  people." 
I  Mibmit  to  (he  gentleman  if  he  is  not  liable  lo  be 
acca  ed  of  arrogance  when  he  says  ihe  people  can- 
not know  what  (axes  ihty  now  pa)  1  What  pre- 
vents o(hers  from  arcertaining  all  that  he  has  dis- 
vered7  Tbe  gentleman  speaks  of  this  system,  re- 
commended to  us  by  Washington,  Jefferaon, 
Madison,  and  others,  as  I  have  shown,  as  a  "system 
ab.'ord  and  anti-repablican-,"  and  it  is  in  connec- 
tion with  this  denunciation  that  Ihe  gentleman 
abuses  Northern  mannfaciurers.    He  sayst 

"Now,  if  our  system  of  indirect  taxation,  by  laying  duties  on 
Imports,  did  not  exist,  ihe  arm  of  tbe  Government  could  not  be 
used,  by  taxes  on  importations,  to  sustabi  forced  prices,  at  the 
expense  of  tbe  people,  who  consume  the  commodities;  and  the 
mantthctnrera^  in  common  with  all  other  producers,  would  be 
tnterseted  In  correcting  the  evils  of  the  banking  system.    As 


matter*  now  stand,  they  are  ita  alliea,and  the  people  are  op. 
preaaed  by  both— fint  from  an  inflated  cnirency  by  the  hanlu, 

and  then  by  taxation,  at_the  inatanceof  the  manufacturers,  by 


which  it  is  ausiained.  The  eSart  of  the  manufacturers  la  to 
exempt  Ihemselvee  from  the  evils  of  an  inflated  currency, 
and  to  indemnify  themselves  by  high  prices,  exacted  from 
the  people  for  the  increaaed  pricee  in  ine  process  of  manu- 
facturing occasioned  by  the  banks.  The  people  are  plundered 
by  both." 

Again,  the  gentleman  says:  "Formerly  men 
plundered  by  open  violence.  It  is  now  better  done 
by  quiet  legislation."  I  might  quote  page  afier 
page  from  the  gentleman's  speeches  to  sustain  the 
charge  I  have  made. 

I  submit  it  to  any  impartial  mind,  if  the  opinions 
of  the  gendeman  are  to  be  relied  apon,  are  we  not 
"plundered"  by  the  North?  Is  it  not  oar  duty  lo 
bring  "plunderers"  to  the  "grindstone?"  Are  not 
sach  sentiments  calculated  to  produce  feelings  of 
alienation  in  different  parts  of  the  country? 

In  a  speech  which  the  gentleman  made  in  this 
House  on  die  3l8t  of  January  last,  he  gives  utte- 
rance to  opinions  which  I  deem  highly  censu- 
rab'e. 

According  to  bis  habit,  be  deals  \arge]j  in  ge- 
•eni  asertions,  without  condescending  to  furnish 
proofs. 

Tbe  gentleman  says:  "Mr.  Chairman,  it  does 
appear  to  me  that  it  is  only  necessary  for  Southern 
enterprise  and  industry  U)  find  a  profitable  market 
for  our  staple*,  and  it  is  immediately  struck  at  by 
this  Qovernment." 

Now,  sir,  why  did  not  the  gentleman  tell  as  who 
strikes  at  the  Souibern  mirkeu?  Have  not  Soaih- 
em  gentlemen  lather  taken  tbe  lead  upon  this  qaes- 
lion?    Has  not  my  honorable  friend  from  South 

deiacy,  by  a  policyas  destructive  as  it  was  unprincipled,  were 
piaccfcally  colonlxed  U}  the  other  sections  of  the  Union.  'Ar- 
dently attached  10  tbe  imian|of  these  Stateel'  Whsre,  then,  Is 
your  talk  about  your  Consutation  and  the  rights  it  giiaianueat 
You  have  morefthan  once  declared  that  the  Constitution  was 
annihilated,  and  annihilatad  undei  tbe  union  of  these  States.  Is 
it  now  nothing— and  the  Uniott  every  thing  without  ill  A  con- 
solidated despotism,  by  virtue  of  this  union,  Is  erected  upon  the 
ruins  of  the  Oonstituiion,  over  Carolina,  yot  we  are  "ardenily 
attached  to  the  union  of  these  States!'  Sir,  let  others  think  aa 
they  may,  and  act  aa  tbOT  may,  I  pretend  not  to  judge  of  their 
feeliDgs  or  opiniona,  hut  I  cannot  palter  with  conacienre,  or  play 
the  hypocrite.  Nor  can  Carolina,  cbnaistsntly  with  her  honor 
or  her  truth,  dissemble  as  to  her  true  situation.  I  boldly  de- 
clare it,  (ana  I  believe  Hurt  I  express  the  leelinga  of  the  free- 
men 1  repreaeni,)  under  the  'Government  as  administered,  I 
have  no  aident  attachment  lo  the  union  of  these  Stales.  ■  Once, 
Indeed,  my  pulse  beat  high  for  thia  union.  But  the  days  of  my 
Iwyhood  have  passed  away,  and  the  bitterest  fruit  which  tlis 
experience  of  manhood  has  brought  ms  has  been  the  knowledge 
of mytruesituationasacitlzenofthisConfederacy.  Whathas 
this  union  left  to  ua?  It  has  usotped  tha  righii^  and  tnmplsd 
on  the  lodspeodNica  «i  oar  nailra  ««iutiy,"  Ac.  *c 


Carolina  [Mr.  TbompsomI  shown,  by  his  able  ad- 
vocacy of  this  measure,  thai  a  daty  upon  silks  and 
wines  is  calcniated  to  benefit  the  South?  I  eoi»- 
gratalate  that  gentleman  that  be  has  disregarded 
(he  pitiful  clamor  by  which  we  are  all  likely  to  be 
assailed  for  our  support  of  (bis  reasonable  plan.  It 
well  became  him  to  take  the  lead  in  (his  nutter.  It 
well  became  him  whose  gallantry  reai«(ed  and 
overcame  (he  atlempis  made  by  one  who  iboagbt 
himself  invincible  in  South  Carolina,  to  pot  kim 
down.  I  hope  the  country  will  again  hrv«  the 
benefit  of  the  service  of  (he  gentleinan  from  Souih 
Carolina  in  public  life.  His  liberal  aemt*e*u  and 
statesmanlike  views  are  especially  valiMble,  «aaa- 
ing  from  bis  State.  I  troai,  sit,  be  will  never  be 
induced  lo  follow  the  ridiculous  dogmas  of  oetlain 
Sooih  Carolioa  politicians;  that  he  will  never  give 
up  10  a  parly  what  was  meant  for  mankiiid. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Baarr]  tells  as  that  we  of  (he  South  have  bogne 
discriminating  duties  for  (hirty  years,  lor  tbe  be- 
nefit of  tbe  Northern  States;  and  he  says,  "We 
mu8(  bear  more,  and  bear  it  forever;  yield  up  the 
piioeiple  of  protection,  and  once  more  lie  at  -tbe 
meicy  of  a  majority  in  Congress — the  praepeiiiy 
of  whose  conautaents,  in  their  optnioa,  riKS  ex- 
actly in  proportion  to  oar  oppression.''  Strange 
"oppression,"  under  which  we  have  gro«aed*o 
ioi^,  when  every  one  acqaain(ed  with  tbe  biaiory 
of  the  coontry  knows  that  these  preleetive  lariis 
were  first  pasmd  by  Sauthem  siatesmen,  mad  Soalfc 
Carolina  had  her  part,  and  a  creditable  part  w  it. 
Bat  I  will  not  into  this  now. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  conelthM 
his  speech  by  reading  two  resolutions  recently 
passed  by  (he  Legielatare  of  his  State,  which  I  will 
read,  with  (he  conelnding  remarks  of  (be  honorable 
gentleman: 

"Remited,  That  the  power  given  to  Coogre^  to  lay  aad 
collect  taxes,  dutiee,  and  imposts,  doee  not  aatboiiae  CoBgnas 
to  collect  money  excepting  for  revenue;  and  that  a  mriffia  pco- 
tect  the  indastfy  of  one  portion  of  lin  conunaails,  ai  die  ai- 
pense  of  the  other,  is  a  violation  of  the  spirit  and  itiaer  of  lbs 
Uonstittttion  of  the  United  Slates;  and  when  such  a  case  oceans 
the  several  Slates  will  decide  for  themsalrea  the  mode  and  mes- 
sures  of  redress. 

"Resolved,  That  the  people  of  this  State  hare  cause  to  coa- 
gratulate  themselves  that  the  party  fauds,  which  latalT  veafc- 
oned  Ihe  vigor  of  its  council^  have  happily  caasad;  nd  that 
South  Careliuanow  preseois  to  Ihe  enemies  of  her  jxBcy  aad 
peice  an  undivided  front;  and  ia  prepared,  aa  ahe  b  leselvsd, 
0  repel  by  proper  means  every  acgreaaloa  upon  her  righia,  as 
a  sovaielgo  republic,  the  inalant  tliai  aggreasioB  ia 


"Sir,  there  is  no  misonderstanding  thoe  reaolntioo^  aldwafk 
the  may  be  disregarded;  but  be  sssured  of  one  tmng-  weed  Mr 
word— in  spirit  and  in  form— will  they  be  redeemed  aad  sa- 
forced  by  that  free  and  gallant  people.  It  ia  not  ibriBe  ai  aa- 
tlcipate  their  course,  in  an  emergency  which  endasgcis  their 
liberties,  or  appeals  to  their  honor.  They  will  be  irae  u  both; 
neither  dismayed  by  tha  frowna  of  fowtr,  nor  doped  by  iht 
iaithleamnss  of  unprincipled  cupidity," 

I  have  seen  (he  report  of  the  Legislature  of  Soaih 
Carolina,  with  (he  resolutions,  two  of  which  the 
gentleman  modestly  referred  to — a  report  ordered 
to  be  printed  here  without  being  read,  or  the  con- 
tents being  known.  It  Is  a  report  altogelh^  un- 
worthy the  Legislature  of  Sonih  Carolina.  It  is 
Ihe  most  insolent  report  (if  a  report  cf  a  Lrgislainrs 
can  be  insolent)  ever  presented  to  Congress.  And, 
sir,  if  I  bad  been  in  my  seat  when  diis  report  was 
presented  to  the  House,  I  should  have  objected  to 
the  reception  of  it.  It  should  have  been  treated  as 
Abelition  petitions  are  treated— tejeded  witbovt 
being  read  or  referred. 

Look,  sir,  at  tbe  threatening  language,  "and 
when  such  a  case  occurs,  the  several  Slates  will 
decide  for  themselves  the  mode  and  measure  oC  re- 
dress." Yet,  sir,  the  sovereign  Legislature  of  Sou& 
Carolina  evinced  some  little  of  (bat  vinne,  pra- 
deuce,  in  this  rtsoluiion.  I  remember  during  ihe 
debate  in  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  when  some 
fearless  member  wished  lo  say  that  "Nullificsiioa'' 
was  the  proper  redress — but  not  so.  The  Legisla- 
ture refused  to  ^ay  nullification  was  a  proper 
remedy.  I  commend  (heir  dis«re(ion;  thcMigh  I 
think  it  would  have  been  more  '"chivaltoos"  la 
have  declared  their  remedy.  Bat  ibc  report  telb 
us  that  "South  Carolina  presents  to  the  enemies  of 
her  policy  and  peace  an  undivided  front,"  &«.  Ae- 
Who  are  the  enemies  of  her  "policy  and  peaoef 
Does  any  one  doubt  that  all  the  States  present  te 
same  "undivided  front"  to  (heir  enemies?  Wbd 
is  tbe  cause  of  all  Ibis  indecorous  Uusiering?  Is 
tbe  Union  to  be  dissolved  bet^nse  we  do  not  adept 
(he  "policy"  of  South  Carolina?  Are  ««  10  be 
tamed  adrift  from  South  Carolina,  (9  ioseitefeaMr 
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of  eonneciing  oar  destiny  with  heis,  nnless  we  de- 
clare war  against  all  banlu  and  maoufacmres,  and 
resort  to  a  sjsiem  of  direct  taxaiioo,  and  continue 
the  Sub-Treasury  as  the  law  of  the  laodl 

Is  Ck>Dgress  ioimical  to  her  {"policy  and  peace," 
if  the  distribailon  bill  is  passed?  Will  she  resort 
to  her  "measure  of  redress"  if  a  United  State*  Banic 
(hould  be  chartered?  Are  we  to  be  brought  lo  ibe 
"gnndslone"  or  ihe  "sword,"  if  we  du  noteonstt- 
tuie  ibe  South  Carolina  "peculiar  position"  mem- 
bers our  dictalor^1  Aud  bear,  sir,  the  conolading 
words  of  Ihe  gentleman  which  I  just  now  read: 
**  Word  for  word,"  he  tells  u;,  "in  spirit  and  in  form 
will  -they  be  redeemed  and  enforced  by  that  free 
and  gallant  people !"  I  would  appeal  to  the  gec- 
tteman,  is  this  proper  and  decorous  langnsge  for  a 
member  of  ihe  House  of  Representative!?  One  of 
two  things  must  be  tbecoDjequence — either  to  treat 
Ibis  childish  bullying  with  contempt — I  do  not 
mean  lo  be  personally  dtsrespectfot  to  the  gentle- 
man—or  to  retaliate,  as  nay  be  proper  for  our  own 
dfgnity,  and  the  rights  of  oar  eonstiinents. 

I  bare  spoken,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  terms  of  cen- 
snie  of  the  report  of  the  South  Carolina  Legisla- 
tare.  I  think  I  had  a  right  lo  do  so.  If  the  legis- 
lature had  thonghi  proper  to  pass  ber  resololiona  for 
the  benefit  of  ber  own  prople-or  the  instrnction  of  her 
Representatives,  I  shonld  have  regarded  tbem  wiib 
feelings  of  pity  and  sorrow.  Bat  this  report  and  reso* 
laiioas  were  ordered  by  the  Leg'slaliure  to  be  solmiit- 
ted  to  us.  They  have  been  printed  by  order  of  this 
Honse.  I  do  not  intend  to  <peak  dtsrespeetfolly  of 
the  State  of  Sooth  Carolina,  or  the  people  of  the 
Slate.  The  glory  of  her  distiogaished  sods,  in  war 
and  in  peace,  I  regard  with  enthusiastic  pride. 
Their  reputation  is  Ihe  property  of  the  conotry. 
Her  citizens  may  be  milled.  1  believe  they  are. 
That  they  are,  as  a  people,  as  high-minded,  as 
brave,  as  patriotic,  as  any  other  people,  I  certainly 
shall  not  deny;  but  that  tbey  posse&s  any  "peculiar" 
virtues  which  make  them  superior  to  ciLieas  of* 
other  States,  no  one  I  hope  will  tender  himsel'  ridi- 
ealoos  by  asseiting,  unless  ii  should .  be  some  of 
Ihose  who  framed  ibis  report. 

1  confine  my  remarks  to  this  insolent  report  I 
will  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  part  of  jL 

The  first  page  of  the  report  refers  to  "the  strange 
delusion  which  has  distracted  so  many  of  the 
Southern  Stales,  and  led  them  to  unite  and  make 
common  cause  with  parties  whose  avowed  princi- 
ples are  at  war  with  the  best  interests  of  the  So  Jtb." 
Hei«,  sir,  is  a  modesF charge  that  Southern  Slates 
are  alli'fed  to  Abolitionists ! 

I  will  read  a  part  of  the  tenth  page  of  the  report: 
and  I  appeal  to  every  Sonthern  man,  to  every 
American  heart,  in  this  House,  to  say  if  this  Ian- 
gvage  is  not  as  insulting  to  this  House  a*  it  is  de- 
rogatory to  the  ]>gislaiare  who  nsed  it. 

■<Yoar  comnittee  unite  whh  (ha  EzecuUvs  in  ■mueoMM  at 
Ibudsluaion  which  could  ioduca  any  d(Hiiluni8UMiaal>u)don 
an  Adminiairauoa  which  adhered  ntott  riiihrully  totlie  doc- 
irioa*  wblcb  they  liaTa  xruggled  to  maintain  auice  irao^  and 
haisrd  ttieir  iniaiaal  ty  caalaacing  wiib  a  pan;  lo  which  an 
allied  the  Federaliau  and  Aboliiioniau,  tha  adrocaiea  of  a  Na- 
dooal  Bank,  and  the  persevering  aolicitore  of  a  tarlSTor  pcotec- 
lian;  and  whiia  we  rejoice  to  find  onraelvaa  aaaociated  on  ihie 
one  Kde  with  Virginia,  Uie  venr  nunary  b(  Democney  and 
Stale  richia,  and  on  the  other  by  our  own  olTapring,  the  an- 
Hghienad  people  of  Alabaoia,  we  Ikel  no  nnUndneaa  towaidiour 
immediate  neighbom.  and  are  confident,  relying  on  tlmr  gene- 
ral goodaenae  and  right  feellnjs,  that  the  moment  the  defelop- 
ment  of  the  true  character  ofihe  combined  and  allied  opponents 
orPemoeracy  laexpoeed,  they  will  promptly  and  eneerrully 
unite  once  mora  with  ui  in  nuialning  a  caramon  cause,  with  a 
aincariiy  and  zeal  worthy  of  ihair  elevated  character  and  their 
devoiion  loUie  rigbta  andintereiia  of  the  South.  And  your 
commluee  concur  with  hiaexcellency  in  the  belief  that  the  pea 
pie  of  every  section  of  the  Uni'  n,  Arm  in  their  prlnciplea, 
and  reaoirad  in  their  purpoaea,  wilt  once  more  rally  in  the  great 
cause  01  Democracy,  and  reinaiais  in  olHce  its  original  and  un- 
wavering ciaciples. 

**That  the  late  elecuon  of  President  of  the  United  Biaiea  was 
canupt  and  Indecent,  wholly  unworthy  of  a  sober  and  discreet 
public,  and  calculated  to  degrade  our  country  in  the  ayes  of  the 
wocid,  observatian  and  rumor,  too  well  founded,  ills  believed, 
induce  na  to  lament.  The  resort  to  silly  pageantries,  ridiculous 
emblems,  and  vulgar  disB)paii<  n,  was  an  insult  upon  the  dignity 
of  freemen,  and  could  only  proceed  from  an  otter  contempt  of 
tkaic  inielligance,  and  a  readiness  to  degrade  them  to  the  level 
of  Ihe  servile  populace  of  itansaUantic  manarcjiies.  That  funds 
to  a  vast  amount  weie  laviahed  was  palpable.  And  wiien  it  Is 
nedllecied  tliat  the  prize  tn  bo  gained  by  oppoelilon  was  the 
otMUColofthereveDuea  of  the  Union;  therecuacitaiionof  an  ex- 
piring moneyed  iiMtiiuiion,  whose  stoclc  ie  sn  largely  owned 
atoioad;  and,  above  all,  the  delusive  hope  that  there  wan  a  magic 
inchange  that  would  relieve  men  from  the  tusaea  of  impruvi. 
twocaor  misforttme,  there  is  great  reason  to  conclude  that  the 
elecUve  franchise  was  poHuiM  by  most  extensive  bribery  and 
comipcion." 

The  tountiaod  fifth  lesoiations  aoeompanyiof 


this  repott  are  highly  laudatory  of  Martin  Van  Bu- 
ren,  "hij  principles  and  policy,"  and  of  ihe  "steady 
and  cooiisient  adherence  of  her  Senator,  John  C. 
Calhuuo,  to  the  well-known,  avowed,  and  mature 
principles  of  the  Stale !" 

Yes,  sir,  while  Martin  Van  Baren  is  landed,  be 
who  supported  the  Missouri  restrieiion,  who  gloried 
in  "serving  under  the  chiep*  who  bad  the  force  bill 
passed;  he  who  sustained  the  proclamation  and  ad- 
vocated the  bill  of  abominations;  while  be  is  be- 
sjpattcred  with  praise,  North  Carolina,  Eenlot^, 
Tennessee,  Georgia,  Louisiana,  and  Mississippi 
are  denounced  as  allies  of  Federalists  and  Aboli- 
tionists I !  Yes,  sir,  reviled  by  this  report,  accused 
of  coalescing  with  Aboliiionishs  and  Federalists, 
and  the  advoiuttes  of  a  tariff  protection;  accused  of 
being  inflaenced  in  their  recent  eh ctioos  by  the  mo- 
ne-'  power!  Was  ever  insolence  equal  to  this: 
"And  while  we  rejoice  to  find  ourselves  associated 
on  the  one  side  with  Virginia,  the  ,very  nure^ery  of 
Democracy  and  State  rights,  and  on  die  other  by 
oor  own  offspring,  the  enlightened  people  of  Ala- 
bama, we  feel  no  nnkiadness  towards  oar  immedi- 
ats  neighbors,"  &c. 

Virginia  and  Alabama  ongbt  to  be  very  gratefal 
for  this  compliment,  bat  Nordi  Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia are  totally,  irrevocably  lost  to  all  sense  of  gra- 
titude if  tb«y  are  not  overwhelmed  with  this  mag- 
nanimons  eondeseenisioB !  To  hear  thai  Ibe 
"sovereign"  legislators  in  Sontb  Carolina  "feel 
no  nnkindness  towards  their  immediate  neighbors," 
is  well  calculated  to  arouse  feelings  of  lasting  ad- 
miration for  such  an  extraordinary  exertion  of  chi- 
valrous benevolence!  We,  then,  at  least,  her 
"immediate  neighbors,"  will  not  be  bronght  by  this 
lerriSc  power,  either  lo  the  "grindstone"  or  the 
"dword."  We  ought  to  have  a  day  of  thanksgiving 
'  for  our  deliverance ! 

1  am  at  no  losy,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  account  for 
Ibe  feelings  whii^  actuated  those  who  adopt  the 
sentiments  of  that  report.  They  spring  from  ihe 
disappointed  ambition  of  the  "ooasisteni"  Sena- 
tor to  whom  I  just  now  referred.  '  It  may  be  oot 
of  order  to  mention  namer,  I  will  therefore  de> 
scribe  bim  as  the  Senator  who  is  eternally  seeing 
sea  serpenis  in  legislation.  If  be  had  been  a  Cape 
Cod  fisherman,  he  would  have  done  no  hing  but 
chase  sea  serpents.  If  it  is  proposed  to  lay  duties 
on  luxuries,  he  sees  a  "protective  tarifli"  coming. 
If  il  is  proposed  to  prevent  frauds  on  Ibe  revenue, 
by  any  modification  of  the  tariff,  be  sees  a  monster 
bank,  or  a  great  systam  of  extravagant  interaal 
improvements,  lurking  in  the  proposition. 

I  speak  with  great  regret  of  ibis  distinguished 
man.  He  once  had  a  large  portion  of  my  admira- 
tion. Many  gallant  spirits,  in  my  own  Slate,  were 
devotedly  attached  to  him.  Yes,  sir,  even  alter  be 
saw,  or  thought  be  saw,  that  the  Sub-Treasury 
scheme  was  the  Mtly  republican  plan  of  taking 
care  of  the  publie  money.  He  professed  to  de- 
spise Martin  Van  Baren;  ha  bad  uniformly  spokea 
of  him  in  temu  of  nnmingled  eontempi;  he  had 
compared  him  to  the  fox  and  the  weasel,  the  mean- 
^t  animals  of  Ihe  tribe. 

But  when  it  was  seen  that  the  Admtnistrailon  be- 
gan to  countenance  the  baleful  measures  of  Loco 
Focoism  and  direct  taxation,  and  ibat  the  remarka- 
ble individnal  to  whom  I  have  referred  bad  da- 
parted  from  his  lofty  poeilion,  and  had  uiited  him- 
self with  the  spoilers,  the  conSdence  of  the  State 
Rights  patriots  in  North  Carolina  was  shaken — it 
was  lost.  Tbey  did  not  now  bow  in  slavish  obei- 
sance to  ibe  man;  they  had  regardel  him  as  the 
defender  of  the  South,  the  guardian  of  ber  in'e- 
rests  and  honor;  tbey  admired  him  as  the  advocate 
of  great  principles:  bnt  when  they  saw  him  bow 
down  to  the  fojtstool  of  power,  when  be  bad  at  last 
yielded — 

"Yielded  with  coy  submisaion,  modest  pride, 
And  sweet,  reluctant,  amsroni  delay" — 

they  could  no  more,  with  self  respect,  •ntertalB 
feelings  of  admiration  for  him.  It  was  melan- 
choly to  see  him,  as  I  did,  in  .social,'  cordial  inter- 
course with  Blair  and  Kendall  and  other  kitchen 
peir;  yes,  placing  second  fiddle  lo  the  great  hum- 
bugxer,  who  was  decidedly  first  in  favor  with  the 
pa&t  Administration. 

When  I  view  him,  "fallen  from  bis  high  estate," 
I  feel  the  tincerMt  sorrow. 


But  does  it  not  come  with  a  good  grace,  fVamthe 
admirets  of  his  consisUncy,  to  tell  Ibe  people  of 
North  Carolina  that  they  are  in  alliance  wiib  Fe- 
deralists and  Abolitionistsi 

I  confesp,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  feel  some  "senn- 
•iveneas,"  as  my  friend  fiMB  Yirpnia  said,  when  I 
hear  North  Cartdiaa  Kferrad  t*  with  disrespect. 
There  is  some  excuse  tot  ibit  aaisibiUty.  We 
know  It  is  the  invariable  naage  of  many  persons 
from  Virginia  and  South  CaioKaa  to  apeak  con- 
iemptneosly  of  the  oU  North  Stale.  We  have 
teen  it  on  t>ii8  floor;  we  toe  it  in  the  pablie  prints; 
we  sea  it  sometimas  in  the  Sanaie — jm,  air,  even  in 
the  Senate.  I  bave  read  'a  omrtn  speeoh  made  in 
that  body  not  long  since,  and  it  fuiuisbes  additional 
evidence  ibat  ihoae  who  are  fond  of  vilifying  North 
Carottna  have  probably  spent  much  of  their  lives 
ia  company  with  "blnc-beards,  who  are  ragged, 
dirty,  brawling,  browbeating  mouters,  six  feet 
bigb,  whose  vocation  i«  robbing,  drinking,  fighting, 
and  terrifyiug  every  peacaable  man  in  die  eommo> 
nity." 

I  bave  seen  it  staled,  by  one  who  said  he  had 
passed  throngh  ilie  State,  throogfc  the  turpentine  re- 
gion, OB  a  railroad,  diat  he  had  seen  "the  beat  part 
of  the  Stale!"  Why,  sir,  die  man  who  travel* 
through  the  Slate  on  a  railroad,  and  thinks  he  sees 
in  the  tarpentine  rcgioa  dw  beet  portion  of  die  State, 
is  as  well  qualified  to  judge  of  the  character  of  the 
productions  and  dM  soil  of  Nordi  Carolina  as  a 
mole,  in  tbete  Capilol  groonds,  is  to  judge  of  die 
arehiieclnral  beauties  of  this  hall. 

[Mr.  Stahlt  made  some  odier  remarks  ia  reply 
to  the  speech  referred  to,  which  be  thiokv,  upon  re- 
flection, clid  not  deserve  the  notice  be  bestowed  up- 
on il.] 

Bui,  sir,  to  pass  from  smaller  matters,  I  repeat, 
it  is  a  common  thing  to  bear  North  Carolina  de* 
tided.  My  friend  from  Vitginia  spoke  of  ber  as  a 
treed  '  apiH-eniiee."  She  may  bave  been  once  in 
die  condition  of  an  apprentice  to  ber  proud  sister 
Virginia;  but,  sir,  in  diose  days,  die  indentures 
were  given  to  master  workmw,  iiku  Wasbiogtoo, 
Henry,  and  Madison.  Virginia  may  have  some 
such  men  in  her  herders  now;  at  all  events,  she 
keeps  tbem  at  home.  The  indentures  of  North 
Cautolina  are  now  cancelled.  She  is  free  and  inde- 
pendent She  has  riiaken  off'  die  miserable  ab- 
stractiiAs  which  bave  so  long  kept  down  her  ener- 
gies. 

I  do  not  wish,  Mr.  ChaiiaaB,  to  cast  a  sinr  upon 
die  venerable  Commonwealth  of  Virginia.  No 
lover  of  liberty,  no  admirer  of  true  greatness,  no 
patriot  can  hear  ber  name  widiont  feelings  of  ad- 
miration. She  is  die  modier  of  heiees  and  sages. 
There  are  honorable  men  from  Virginia  on  diis 
floor  widi  whom  I  am  proud  to  associate,  political- 
ly and  personally.  But,  sir,  I  do  maintain  that 
many  of  her  sons,  satisfying  dtenuelves  widi  vain- 
glorious boasting  of  her  former  renown,  have  alto- 
gedier  overlooked  ber  present  lameuable  condi- 
tion. In  idolizing  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  venerating 
his  dogmas  as  true  as  Holy  Writ,  tbey  seem  to 
bave  enterlaiued  Uie  opinion  dial  a  Virginian  born 
was  of  course  superior  to  all  the  rest  of  die  world. 
I  bave  seen  reveral  specimen*  of  diese  butterfly 
statesmen,  who  have  come  into  North  Carolina. 
They,  came  widi  a  full  share  of  Jeffeisonian  doc- 
trines, with  a  thoreutth  understanding,  as  tbey 
think,  of  Ihe  '98  and  1)9  resolutions,  about  which 
they  are  eternally  prating,  with  a  Utile  "strict  con- 
struction and  State  rights;"  and,  sir,  I  have  often 
observed  that,  when  they  have  come  in  conflict  with 
the  plain  sense  of  our  people  in  Nordi  Carolina,  at 
the  bar,  or  in  Ibe  legislative  balls,  diey  are,  in  nine 
casts  out  of  ten,  sadly  oveieome.  And  it  must  be 
eo,  while  tbey  think  diat  to  be  a  native  of  Vinrinia 
is  necessarily  t6  be  a  statesman  by  nature.  Why, 
sir,  it  is  melancholy  to  reflect  upon  the  fact,  which 
I  see  stated  in  a  psper  of  die  highest  character, 
that  there  are  now  in  Virginia  fifty  Iboosand  while 
adults  who  cannot  read  1 

Mr.  MaLLoar  asked  Mr.  SraRLT  how  many 
diere  weie  in  North.  Carolina  in  the  same  oondi* 
lion? 

Mr.  Stault  said,  sir,  I  do  not  know;  I  bave  not 
seen  the  returns.  There  are  a  great  many,  I  fear, 
sir.  But  I  wish  to  make  the  number  leas.  I  widi 
10  obuuo  our  sbv«  ot  die  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
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the  pablicrland»,  ib>t  every  poor  child  in  the  Siate 
■My  be  edacatcd}  #bfle  most  of  the  YirginU  poli- 
lieiant  are  strennonsly  resistiiig  the  distribotion  of 
ov  tan^  money. 

I  otmleK,  Mr.  OfaairnMit,  that  I  do  feel  nroad  of 
Ike  pnai«i  political  condition  of  North  OaioUna. 
I  Aink  Jn  oar  reeent  polideal  aontest  she  snaiained 
an  iaponaat  and  WgUy  honwable  part.  In  the 
doll  and  piping  limes  of  peace,  she  aujr  have  slept; 
bat  when  nie  saw  thn  rapid  appraaelMs  of  the  Bxe* 
entive  towards  n  despotism,  sne  eame  forward  gal- 
lantly to  the  leseoe  of  the  Oonstimtion^lo  the  res. 
«ae  of  Ubeinir.  Thevoirisof  the  gi«at  novelist, 
in  spealdog  of  the  eharaaier  of  his  eounirymen, 
nay,  I  hope,  without  vanity,  bo  applied  to  North 
Carolina:  "It  has  ofm  been  remarked  (be  said)  of 
the  SeottiA  character,  that  it  shows  most  to  advan- 
tage in  adversity,  when  it  seems  akin  to  the  native 
sycamore  of  iter  hills,  which,  seoming  to  be  in- 
flneneed  by  ihe  prerailiag  braf  ze,  khows  no  wca- 
tberside  to  the  siorm,  but  thoois  oat  its  branches 
widi  eqaal  boldness  in  every  direction— it  may  be 
broken,  bnt  can  Mver  be  bended."  So  stands 
North  Carolina,  steadily  in  ihe  path  of  dnty;  tfne 
to  the  CoastitHtion,  irae  to  herself,  and,  therefore, 
tme  to  the  Union.  Her  sons,  instead  of  dwelling 
upon  the  deeds  of  their  nneestois,  and  resting  in 
die  shade  of  die  graataeiioaj  of  otben,  bear  about 
in  their  hearts  the  never-dying  rveollaeiion  of  those 
deeds,  and  eontinoally  eadaaror  id  adv«aee  her 
welfare,  and  make  her,  a*  she  is  desiined  to  be,  one 
of  the  first  States  of  tWs  Union.  She  stands  linn, 
nninflneaced,  nnswayed,  by  the  boastings  and  rant- 
ii^;s  of  her  "immediate  neighbors."  She  stands 
between  them,  like  her  own  Pilot  monntain^- 
Moont  Ararat  aatong  her  western  hills,  a  dtstin- 
gnishfd  land-matkfin  the  desert,  to  whidt  die  wea- 
ly  pilgrim  who  may  ba  lost  in  clouds  of  metaphy- 
-  sical  sophistries,  in  die  impenetrable  bogs  of  Jeffer- 
soaian  abaOaotiMs  and  "strict  constructions,"  may 
wm  his  eyea  with  undoubting  confidence  that  in  her 
borders  he  will  find  comfort  and  r^wte. 

Mr.  Cbainnan,  I  have  consumed  a  great  deal 
more  lime  than  I  wished  or  iniended.  I  will  bring 
my  remsrks  to  a  does  as  speedily  as  possible. 

I  have  mentioned,  Mr.  Chairm«n,  that  some 
others  besidrs  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Rhstt]  appeared  to  favor  direct  taxation. 
The  gendeman  flrom  MissMpni,  [Mr.  Tromfsom,] 
if  I  understood  him  correcdy,  feund  fault  with  the 
system  of  indirect  taxation.  The  gentleman  fVom 
Alabama  [Mr.  BuaBttn]  said  "direct  taxation 
ought  not  to  be  denomeed;"  and,  sir,  die  same 
gentleman  said,  in  the  spirit  and  manner  of  the  ad- 
vocates of  direct  taxation,  "die  gentleman  from 
New  York  would  have  trouble  if  be  attempted  to 
enact  •  tariff  law"— a  protective  tariff  I  presume 
he  meant.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  the  gen- 
deman meant  by  "trouble." 

[Mr.BonaABo  was  understood  to  say,  if  a  pro- 
taetive  tariff  should  be  fixed  upon  die  Southern  coun- 
try, the  people  of  his  Sute  would  not  submit. 

Mr.  SriMLT  asked,  what  does  the  gentleman 
mean  by  not  submitting^ 

Mr.  HoBBABD  said  be  meant  resistance  by  any 
means,  by  force.] 

Mr.SriMLT  said,  I  expected  to  bear  die  gende- 
Bum  say  so;  it  furnishes  additional  evidence  that  a 
Itpiiil  of  disunion  animates  these  advocates  of  di- 
rect taution.  The  gendeman  also  said,  if  I  un- 
derstood him,  diat  "the  people  of  die  new  Stales 
would  not  snboiit  to  distiibadon."  Let  me  ask  die 
gentleman  what  he  wUl  say  if  New  York,  Ohio, 
and  Pennsylvania  were  to  say,  or  either  of  diem, 
that  they  would  not  submit  to  pre.empiion  law^l 
If  New  York  shoald  tell  aa  she  would  not  submit 
to  a  United  Slates  BankI  What  is  to  be  the  cha- 
racter of  our  legislation  if  remarks  of  diis  kind 
•M  iadalged  int 

I  wish  to  nodeebut  one  remark  more  of  die  gen- 
deman fhim  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Shstt.]  He 
Mid  ■*  he  felt  it  to  ba  paeuliaily  Us  dnty,  coming 
ftwDk  Sowh  CaioHna,  lo  lesisi  die  proposition  to 
tax  wines  and  silks.  One  would  sappoee,  from 
the  gMMlaman's  mauMr  of  ttaaliag  dM  subjeet,  dmi 


Ike  people  of  his  district  and  State  eonsuratd  more 
wines  and  silks  than  the  people  of  all  the  other 
Slates  together.  I  nndersinnd  that  gentleman 
has  not  more  dian  a  thousand  voters  in  his  dis- 
trict. 

[Mr.  Khktt  was  understood  to  say  about  fifteen 
hundred.] 

Well,  sir,  fifteen  hundred.  Why,  sir,  my  dis- 
trict gives  about  six  thousand,  and  there  are  seve 
ral  others  in  my  State  which  give  a  'much  larger 
rote.  And  I  have  the  vanity  lo  suppose,  sir,  that 
my  consiitnenis  make  a«  much  use  of  silks  and 
wines  a«  the  conslitaeDts  of  the  geoileman  from 
South  Carolina.  I  believe  also,  sir,  that  (hey  have 
«u  mach  good  sense,  and  can  as  readily  perceive 
when  ihey  are  oppressed,  as  ihe  Sooth  Carolina 
people. 

It  is  really   ridicnioas,  sir,  to  hear  gentlemen 
from  that  State  speak  so  feelhigly  cf  their  "oppres- 
sions" by  these  "plundering"  tariff   laws.    Why, 
sir,  the  district  of  my    frirnd    Irois    Illinois  [Mr. 
Stoabt]  gives  nearly  60,000  voles  I    Yes,  a  single 
district.    These  hardy  people  in  Illioois,  althongh 
th«y  are  able  and  willing  to  encounter  danger  and 
hsrdship.s  still  they  know  the  comforts  of  luzu- 
ric»;  they  clothe    their  wives   and    daughlers  in 
silks.    Thfy  koow  what  wine  is.    Now,  sir,  com- 
pare this  District  widi  the  Slate  of  South  Carolina.* 
I  have  ascertained,  by  applying  at  the    State  De- 
partment, that   Ibe  "total  numher  of  white  males 
over  31  years  is  53,705'' — fifty-three  thousand  se- 
ven hundred  and  five,  in  the  whole  State  I    North 
Carolina  gave  more  dian  80,000  votes  for  President 
last  November.    Ohio  gave  more  than  one  Jiun- 
dred  and  seventy  thousand  votes  at  the  last  elec- 
tion.   Does  the  gentleman  believe  South   Carolina 
consumes  more  luxuries  than  all  dicse  Buckeyekl 
Why,   sir.  I  know  they  have  a  reasonable  attaeb- 
ment  for  "baid  cider,"  bnt  they  love  good   wine, 
and  they  drink  it,  and  their  wives  and  daughters, 
aa  well  as  ladies  elsewhere,  deck  themselves  in  silks. 
Does  not  the  gendeman  tnppose  that  Pennsylvania 
widi  more  than  two^hundred  and  eighty   thousand 
votes,  consumes  her  share  of  these  luxuries]    I  beg 
die  gentleman  to  diink  of  the  glorious  Empire  State 
— of  New  Yoik,  with  her  four  hundred  and  thiriy- 
eight  thousand  voters— with  a  population  of  more 
than  two  million  diree  hundred  thousand:  does  ha 
not  think  diey  consume  some   luxuries)    I  know 
somediiog  of  New  York.    I  never  hear  her  name 
without  emotions  of  pleasure,    I  was  there  la&t 
year,  sir,  and  saw  her  people  assembled  together, 
twenty  and  thirty  thousand  ata  time.    I  heard  the 
welkin  ring  widi  their  sbouis  as  the  glad  tidings  of 
victory  came  in  from  Notdi  Carolina.     I  gated 
with  admiration  and  pride  at  her  magnificent  pub- 
lic works,  and  while  borne  along,  as  if  by  magic, 
through  her  rich  valleys  aad  fruitful  hills,  I  fell  at 
iMime;  her  territory  was  part  of  my  country,  her  ci- 
lixens  were  brodiers;  we  were  aU  struggling  toge- 
ther, widi  one  mind  and  one  spirit,  in  resisting  the 
encroachments  of  power.    While  i  gazed  in  won- 
der and  astonishment  at  the  majestic  cataract  on 
her  northern  border — a  scene  which  nature  seems 
to  have  made  for  ber  own  gratification — even  Ihis 
was  insignificant  in  comparison  with  die  moral 
Niagara  of  a  noble  people  like  heis,  casting  aside 
•11  attachment  for  her  degenerate  son,  and  gallant- 
ly coming  to  die  rescue  of  the  country.    Ii  is  not 
only  a  glorious  coimtry,  bnt  it  is  inhabited  by  a  no- 
ble race  of  men — ^men  of  strong  arms  and  stout 
hearts.    Sir,  I  wish  the  gendeman  from  Soatb 
Carolina  wouM  visit  that  country.    He  ought  to  go 
there,  and  sec  what  industry  and  enlightened  pub- 
lic spirit  can  do  in  a  wilderness.    Look  at  ber  ch»- 
litable  insUtniions,  her  asylums  for  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  for  the  blind,  ber  common  schools.  He  will 
see  the  difference  between  a  people,  a  working  peo- 
ple, goided  by  the  lessons  of  experience  and  com- 
mon-aente,  and  one  whose  leaderit  are  eternally 
in  chase  of  sea  serpents  and  Jack-c-landioms  in 
polidcs. 

Instead  of  finding  a  nadon  of  "plunderers,"  as 
he  and  die  South  Carolina  clique  seem  to  I'egard 

'-TIm  MpnttUaa  of  Boutfa  CatoUos  Is:  Twd  nsmber  or 
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oUr  Northern  people,  he  will  find  an  ednca'ed, 
.hospitable,  brave,  and  intelligent  population.  Yes, 
sir,  they  have  leen  "plunderers"  once;  diey  may 
be  again,  if  honor  requires  ii;  ihey  are  ready  and 
able  to  "plunder"  a  British  army,  if  our  !oil  sfaeuld 
be  invaded.  I  wish  the  gentleman  would  go  there 
and  lock  at  that  noble  work,  ber  Brie  Canal,  by 
which  New  York  is  making  Obio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Michigan,  yes,  even  the  Territory  of  Wisfconsan, 
tributary  to  her.  Let  him  go  there,  and  while 
upon  the  glad  waters  of  Lake  Erie  be  thinks  of  the 
name  of  Perry,  and  does  not  feet  his  heart  beat 
widi  pride,  if  be  ioa  not  feel  that  even  there  be  is 
at  home,  he  has  not  an  American  heart  in  his 
bosom. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  can  be  excused  while  I  say  a 
few  words  upon  a  proposition  I  introduced  some 
time  since,  I  will  conclude. 

In  June,  1836,  Congress  ordered  die  saiplaa 
moDcy  in  the  Xreasary  on  the  1st  January,  1837, 
excepting  five  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  dipemied 
with  the  States.  The  sum  to  be  disuibuled  was 
137,468,859  97. 

This  sum  bad  arisen  from  tbe  sates  of  the  puMie 
lands.  It  was  iniended  to  be  a  distribudon  trill— .ft 
was  so  declared  at  the  time.  It  was  called  a  depo- 
siie  to  save  it  fh>m  the  veto  of  the  then  Prestdnt, 
who  had  defeated  the  distribution  liil  by  the  law- 
less exercise  of  hi>  power.  He.  woald  have  ref oed 
this  bill,  but  thai  be  knew  it  would  be  panned,  in 
spite  of  his  objedioas,  by  two-thirds  of  both  Howes. 
At  die  extra  session  in  September,  1837,  a  law  was 
passed,  at  the  recommendation  of  ihe  Preadeut, 
widiholding  die  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment 
from  die  States. 

Many  of  the  States  have  regarded  this  as  a  di£- 
tribution  bill.  Some  of  them  have  divided  it  among 
their  citizens;  odiers  have  appropriated  it  to  pur- 
poses of  internal  improvements.  Even  Ihe  act  of 
1837  gives  proof  that  Congress  intended  die  money 
should  be  paid  to  the  States.  Tbe  law  proposed  to 
withhold  the  fourth  instalment  undl  oiherwise  pro- 
vided by  law.  On  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
ftom  Suuth  Carolina,  [Mr.  Picsehs,]  it  was  post- 
poned until  the  1st  day  of  January,  1839.  That 
day  has  come  and  pa»ej.  The  money  is  not  yet 
paid.  The  Sab-Treasurers  may  tell  where  it  is;  I 
cannot. 

It  is  a  debt  due  to  tbe  Slates.  Public  hoaor,  m. 
tional  faith,  public  justice,  demands  that  it  sbiwld 
be  paid.  I  fear  there  is  no  hope  diat  this  riiiniim 
will  do  justice  to  die  Slates.  That  die  next  Admi- 
nistration will,  I  feel  confidenL 

I  was  ander  a  pledge  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  pay  ih* 
founh  instalment  to  the  States;  bu  the  iliim^ni 
party  in  [ha  House  have  prevented  the  conaidMS- 
don  of  die  bill.  On  the  ISdi  of  Febrmuy,  I  asted 
leave  of  die  House  to  introdnce  a  bill  to  pay  the 
fonrdi  instalment  whenever  die  public  debt  ahoaJd 
be  paid.  Leare  was  refused— ayes  66,  noes  83. 
And,  sir,  there  was  bnt  one  supporter  of  the  Admi- 
nisttadon  among  the  yeas  I  TUa  eanelnsiveljr 
shows  die  feeling  of  die  Yan  Bunn  party. 

Mr.  MiLLOBT  of  Virginia  said  he  had  voted  for 
it  as  an  act  of  cottriesy  to  the  gendemnn  front 
North  Carolina.    He  was  opposed  to  die  bill. 

Mr.  Stanlt  said:  There  is  no  gentleman  in  lUs 
House  from  whom  I  should  feel  mors  honored  by 
an  act  of  courtesy  than  tbe  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia; but,  sir,  I  presume  he  was  die  only  one  who 
was  opposed  to  tbe  bill  that  voted  widi  duu  aMMive. 

I  wish,  sir,  to  lay  a  daty  on  loxurica  to  pay  this 
fourth  instalment. 

I  have  a  table  before  me,  taken  from  a  p«biie 
doenmeni,  which  shows  the  amouis  paid  each 
State  by  die  three  instatmenis.  The  thirtl  oolama 
contains  die  amonms  due  each  State,  pn^ioaad  u 
be  paid  by  die  bill  I  wished  to  iatroduee.  Aad  I 
wish  gendemen  to  observe  that  die  fourth  eolama 
shows  the  amount  which  each  Stale  most  be  taxed 
lo  refund,  if  Mr.  Woodbury^  propositioa  torecafl 
die  deposites' should  hereafter  prevail. 

Fbom  Sbhats  Doo.  No.  14,a6Ui  CamoM—lat  aBaanc 
ataltmml  in  annnr  lo  Iht  tnt  guettian  amtaimtd  n>  tfa 

raoiuUttu  of  Ihe  Settalt  ^Uu  Omud  Slatem,  mmc^  A*- 

nmry  16, 1839,  thmeing  tut  amount  of  tanwy  dSsMbri 
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*Thi(  mm  ma  tnnsfemdonderdate  of  April  13, 1837. 

tllils  sum  wu  tnuMfarTMl  uoder  dau  or  Mty  23,  1837: 

itl^OOO  or  this  sum  was  tcanarerred  nnilsr  dale  of  Juns  3, 
183B. 

M<00  of  this  sum  was  transferred  under  dale  of  July  15, 1S39. 

■•100,000  of  this  sum  van  transferred  under  date,  of  June  7, 
1839.  WM.  SELDEN, 

Traasarar  of  the  United  Slates. 
TMMAaaaMK'tOmBa,  November  14, 1839. 

Here  is  a  plain  qaesiinQ,  easy  of  comprehension. 
Tbe  S«ereuu7  of  the  Treasarj  has  told  vrn,  often, 
that  these  depositee  still  belonged  to  tbe  Oeneral 
Qovernment.  He  calls  them  our  deposilcs,  again 
and  again.  I  propose  to  release  thp  States  from  all 
obligation  to  pay  back  this  money.  The  dominant 
party  lefose  to  do  so.  I  make  the  issue  with  that 
party:  will  yon  release  ihe  States — wilt  yoa  give  op 
tbis  money  to  them — will  yon  pay  them  the  founh 
iastalmani;  or  will  yoo  recall  the  deposiies  already 
with  themi  It  this  money  jaslly  belongs  to  the 
States,  why  not  give  it  to  tbeml  Bat  you  oonlend 
it  does  not;  then,  assoredly,  yon  mast,  when  you 
can,  take  away  from  them  tbe  money  already  re- 
eeivad.  Let  the  people  nndentand  thi«.  I  qaoie 
Mr.  Woodbury's  own  langoage,  and  I  say  tbe  qoes- 
tion  is  eorrectly  and  fairly  staled,  when  be,  in  his 
aaanal  report,  December,  1839,  says: 

"We  must  either  prorlds  for  recalUoc  portions  of  the  pulilie 
rooaajr  now  deposited  widi  Ae  rotates,  or  establish  an  adequate 
system  of  direct  taxation,  or  at  osce  resort  to  the  contingent 
powar  conumplaled  in  the  existing  laws  e«a(»ming  the  utriE 
jtbm  ctianass  become  necessary  for  purposes  of  rereaue,  and 
rwrore  liw  duty  on  several  anicles  of  luxury  now  free." 

I  am  willing  to  stand  by  this  issna  before  the 
people.  Will  yoa  tax  the  Stales,  oppressed  as  they 
are  with  debt,  to  pay  back  tbe  sums  mentioned  in 
the  foiuih  colamn  josi  referred  tol 

Will  yon  bring  upon  ~ihis  coaotry  the  dreadful 
horrors  ol  a  aysiem  of  direct  tazatieo,  with  a  stand- 
ing atrmy  necessary  to  snstain  it?  or  will  yoa  tax 
loxnries  imported  into  the  country,  Ihe  burden  of 
which  the  rich  alone  can  feel? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  nearly  eoneloded.  I  feel 
eonscions  of  haviRg  consumed  maeh  time.  I  have 
done  so  in  the  discharge  of  my  doty.  For  the 
present,  I  part  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina. In  diseiusing  his  opinions  publicly  de- 
clared, I  have  not  intended  to  use  personalities.  I 
do  moat  cordially  and  from  my  soul  abominate  bis 
political    principles.    I  regard  members  o<  Con- 

Sress  holding  his  opinions  as  worse  than  AboUiion- 
ils.  Tbe  Abolitionists,  ibe  Tappan  Van  Baren 
AbelitiODiats,  are  a  contemptible  handfal  of  de- 
luded fanatics,  ignorant  of  what  they  speak,  igno- 
rant of  what  they  wish  to  do.  They  are  unac- 
quainted with  oar  iostitations,  and  I  believe  know 
little  of  our  form  of  Gkirernraent,  Bni  these  po- 
liticians who  are  eternally  accating  their  Northern 
brethren  with  "plondering,"  who  perpetually  strive 
to  create  discoid  and  hostility  between  different 
sections,  seem  willing,  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
>le«lng»  of  our  Union,  after  batriog  lired  and 


prospered  under  it,  to  destroy  fiie  most  perfect 
form  of  OoTernment  the  world  has  ever  seen. 

Mr.  Cbaiiman,  I  regret  to  bare  perceived  that 
one  of  my  oolleagais  [Mr.  SBcPitnD]  reems  to 
hare  an  iaclinatioo  to  snppott  tome  of  these  opi- 
aioDS.  If  I  could  be  surprised  at  any  thing  in  this 
changing  world,  I  should  hare  been  surprised  at 
some  of  bit  opinions.  He  spoke  of  tbe  "greedy 
maanfaetorers,"  and  of  the  "free  trade  party;"  he 
spoke  of  those  who  were  "hangry  and  thirtty  aft«r 
pjonder;"  and  intimated  that,  while  one  section 
might  receive  a  "shower  of  gold,  another  was  har- 
dened and  oppressed." 

_  But  wfaat'f  dded  more  to  my  snrpHsa  was,  to  hear 
him  oppo^  disiribaiion.  Yes,  sir,  the  gentleman 
sjid  that  "the  northwestern  territory  no  more  be- 
longed to  Virginia  than  to  China;"  and  be  said  he 
was  glad  to  see  that  one  in  whose  opinion  he  had 
confidene:  said  it  was  sound  doctrine— be  referred 
to  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massaehuseits, 
[Mr.  AoiiMs  ]  If  I  hud  said  this,  I  might  have 
been  accused  of  favoribg  Abolition.  But  I  con- 
gratnlate  Diy  colleague  that  he  and  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  are  found  agreeing;  and  I  must 
say,  rir,  I  presome  they  are  the  only  two  in  this 
Uonse  who  concur  in  that  opinion. 

My  colleague  said  he  did  it  with  no  unkind  fee!* 
inp;s,  but  a  great  change  had  come  over  gentle- 
men." Now,  sir,  I  think  he  is  mistaken,  the 
change  has  come  orer  him.  I  think  be  once  favor- 
ed riistribntion. 

[Here  Mr.  Shepard  said  be  sbonld  like  to  have 
the  proof  that  he  ever  had  favored  distribution.] 

Mr.  Stanly  referred  ro  his  rotes  at  ibe  extra  ses- 
sion, in  September,  1837,  when  he  opposed  the 
pos'ponement  of  the  fourth  instalment,  and  made  a 
speech  upon  i'. 

Mr.  Sbefard  was  nnderstood  to  say  thai,  at  that 
time,  he  was  a  very  young  man,  and  ihat  he  wish- 
ed the  money  paid  to  the  States,  b«caat>e  he  thought 
the  Qovemmenl  did  not  need  it.  And  that  was 
more  than  three  years  ago. 

Mr.  Stahlt  said,  my  colleague  pleads  "infan- 
cy;"—(some  member  said:  Tbe  statute  of  limita- 
tions too.)  No,  said  Mr.  S.  I  know  he  does  not 
intend  to  rely  on  that.  But,  sir,  the  plea  of  "in- 
fancy" cannot  avail  him.  We  were  both  yoang 
men  then — he  some  yeats  my  senior;  I  had  known 
him  long;  he  was  always  sagacious  ^hrewd,  and 
cool,  never  apt  to  act  hastily.  I  listened  to  his 
speech  with  pleasure.  We  then  stood  aide  by  side, 
denouncing  corruption,  and  advocating  the  same 
measures. 

It  was  his  maiden  speech.  At  the  risk  of  being 
tedious  I  will  read  an  extract.  I  make  a  long  qui  - 
lation  Ihat  I  may  not  be  accused  of  doing  him  in- 
justice: 

Kxlfct  from  Ihe  tpfech  of  Mr.  C.  Bhspaiu  on  the  bill  to 
poelpone  Ihe/ourth  irataiment  of  Ihe  paifment  to  the  Statet, 
delivered  i»  Ihe  Bouee  of  Rearetentalive;  September  Sis/, 
1837. 

"If  Ihere  be  a  deficiency  In  Ibe  Treasury,  and  this  money 
which  was  promised  to  the  Slates  could  he  used,  It  is  not  pro. 
per  iliai  It  mould  be  withheld.  They  did  not  petition  CiNigMss 
for  this  tMMm;  sereral  of  tbera,  indeed,  were  opposed  to  the  po. 
liar  of  the  measure,  and  were  partially  forced  into  the  accept- 
ance of  theirshans;  but  after  they  had  been  led  to  expect  this 
fiiod,  and  hare  commenced  works  of  internal  iropruvement, 
have  founded  scliools  and  semiDanea,  aiid  made  other  expendi- 
tures of  local  importance,  it  ia  not  just  that  they  Rhould  be  dis- 
appointed. This  is  not  a  contract  which  could  be  enforced  in 
a  court  of  justlcs;  bnt  as  the  Govemmenis  of  ibis  Confederacy 
were  erected  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  they  should  act  to- 
wards sach  other  with  good  faith  and  toe  ntricieet  honor,  in  or- 
der that  confidence  and  liarmony  mi^ht  be  permanently  esta- 
blisiuBd.  If  this  Instalment  be  not  paid,  some  of  the  States  mav 
be  compelled  to  create  stock  and  make  Joans  to  comply  with 
their  engagements;  and  here,  perhaps,  might  be  another  source 
of  derangement  in  tlie  money  market  In  the  Union. 
*  ".\nhoiaorable gentleman  from  Kentncky  haseuegesied  that 
thstmnds  ofthe  Bankof  the  United  Stau-s  shoalil  be  sold  to 
supply  the  wonts  of  the  Treasury;  the^e  bonds  would  probably 
besought  after  in  London  or  Amsterdam,  and  their  sale  in  Eu- 
rope would  have  a  tendency  to  lower  the  rate  of  exchange,  and 
hasten  the  return  to  specie  payments.  As  the  Government  has 
been  hostile  to  that  insUtution,  and  is  anxious  to  be  freed  from 
all  connection  wiih  banks,  this  plan  of  relief  is  not  only  feasi- 
ble, but  oueht  lobe  satisfactory  to  the  Executive.  If  this  be 
not  agreeable,  let  us  fail  to  carry  into  rrfecL  the  extravagant  ap- 
pcopnatioos  of  the  last  Congress;  let  the  salaries  ofall  the  offi- 
cers of  tbis  Govaroment  be  reduced;  let  us  rsturn  to  the  simpli- 
city and  economy  of  our  predecessors,  unlit  we  again  have  a 
redundant  Treasury. 

*'Home  gentlemen  were  In  favor  of  this  bill  because  It  ia  not 
conatltutional  to  levy  money  to  be  distributed  among  theStatee. 
No  man  ever  claimed  tbis  power  for  t^e  National  Gorerntr.ent. 
The  aurplus  reveitue  hss  arlaen  from  the  sale  ofthe  public 
tan  Js,  and  the  'depoaite  bill'  is  ih«  (airast  and  moat  equitable 
mode  of  division. 

"No  patriot  would  attempt  to  disturb  Ihe  'compromise  act;' 
an^  if  eviBawre*  tarirss,  the  rrrsnas  must  be  greater  than  « 


frugal  Gorsmmant  can  ex|>end;  and  it  would  be  wiser  U  anti- 
cipate our  future  Income  in  the  i«ymenl  of  this  Instalmanl, 
than  to  place  in  Ihe  hands  of  sny  Administration  a  large  amount 
of  money.  It  will  be  used  for  selfish  purpoMs;  mon  officss 
will  be  created;  salaries  will  be  insreaaad;  and  srary  afliin 
will  be  made  to  sustain  parties  at  the  expense  of  tha 
people;  or  the  scramble  for  appropriations  will  again  eon- 
msnco  on  tlib  floor — harbors  for  panicular  ssrilnna,  and 
to  Improve  privets  property,  creeks  and  rivers  never  be- 
fore heard  of,  wlU  again  put  In  their,  claims  for  national 
patronage.  Sir,  In  this  cnntsst  for  the  public  money,  alike  de- 
trading  to  the  Reprasentstive  and  corrupting  to  ths  psopla, 
Nortli  Carolina  would  get  but  little;  therefore,  If  it  iscoUeaad, 
and  Is  not  wanted  for  the  constitutional  purposes  of  the  Govsra- 
ment.  common  ssnse  and  eommon  Justice  demand  of  ma  to  sup. 

f>n  an  equitable  distributioo.  But  is  there  a  deficiency  latba 
reasury  I  The  honorsblegentleman  from  Tennesaee  has  mad* 
a  lucid  statement,  from  which  it  would  appear  that  the  tTorsrn. 
meot  baa  ample  means;  ths  Sscivutry  has  ssnt  us  his  report; 
the  members  of  the '  Waya  and  Means'  havs  mad*  tbaira,  and 
theyall disagree  in  thecouclusionsat  whichthey  arrive,  lalso 
have  made  a  calculation,  bui,  as  older  heads  hare  dUTerad,  I 
shall  not  trouble  the  House  witji  ny  ariihmaiic,  andl  aliall 
conteiu  myselfwiththe  belief  that  tlieie  is  no  need  of  iltto  bill, 
until  it  is  proved  mora  satisfactorily. 

"Several  gentlemen  have  indulged  In  sarcastic  remaiti  on 
the  Secretary  ofthe  TYeasury.  It  would  be  nnbecooiinc  in  ma 
to  foll4iw  their  example,  but  I  must  say,  with  due  respect  to  that 
oliicer,  that  he  duws  largely  on  the  patience  and  generoaltr  of 
the  American  people.  This  country  i«  free  from  3*!.«,  Its  citl- 
(ens  are  industiinua  and  enterptialog,ihey  have  been  bleaaoil  wttfa 


fruitful  seasons,  and  yet  they  have' been  suddenly  arrested  in 
their  career  of  prosperiiy  without  foreign  wai,  without  the  oc- 
currence of  extraordinary  calamity.    The  arhemeaof  the  finan- 


cial olficer  have  sig 


this 


ignally  failed,  and  he  nowoanea  up  tei 
IIuuBc  u>  propoee  the  abandonment  of  a  cherished  poUcy,  ih« 
creation  of  a  new  debt,  and  a  novel  experiment  upon  the  re- 
sonrcesofihe  country.  Sir,  if,  under  these  clrenmstancM,  a 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  opened  such  a  budget  asthii 
to  the  Bridsh  Piallameni,  be  would  Dave  been  scoutnL  snd  the 
King's  Ministers  would  have  thought  thenwelvea  well  oIT  tt> 
have  saved  iheir  heads.  But  lisre,  in  this  boasted  hud  ofln- 
lelligence,  the  people  suffer  from  the  knavery  o>  if  noranco  of 
their  rulcra,  and  mnny  again  submit  to  the  yoke  of  party,  and 
permit  themselves  to  be  again  wheeled  by  artful  appeals  to 
their  passions  and  nrejudicea. 

"But,  sir,  I  have  departed  from  the  subject.  I  rose  merely  to 
express  my  dissent  to  the  bill  under  discussion,  and  to  state 
what  I  consider  Ihe  feelin|tB  and  interests  of  i>orth  Choline 
Whentheerealqueationsinvolvedin  the  President's  meaaags 
are  properly  before  ua,  I  may  again  uouble  the  commiiisa  with 
a  few  remarks." 

Now,  sir,  I  leave  it  to  the  Rouse  to  jniJge  if  my 
colleague  did  not  favor  distribution.  It  he  did  not 
contend  then,  as  I  did,  and  do  now,  that  the  sur- 
plus  revenue  arose  from  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands,  did  he  not  advocate  "division,'  of  the  reve- 
nue from  lands)  Did  he  not  support  "an  equitable 
di^lribuiionl"  If  "tbe  good  faith  and  strictest  ho- 
nor"  rtqaired  a  payment  of  this  land  money  lo  the 
States,  has  the  lapse  of  three  years  changed  the  na- 
ture of  "(iood  faith  and  honort" 

My  colleague  is  mi.<)takrn,  sir;  he  has  changed, 
not  the  Whig  party.  He  is  likis  the  drunken  man, 
who  went  to  bed,  and  waited  uniil  tbe  bed  tnrnetl 
round  again  ibat  be  might  lie  down. 

My  colleague  told  us,  in  concjiision,  that  if  "the 
new  President  should  think  and  act  for  ihe  whole 
nation,  and  cot  for  a  clique,  or  particular  section, 
no  member  of  tbe  Hoase  would  give  him  a  more 
cordial  support  than  himself."  The  gentleman 
from  Souih  Carolina,  [Mr.  Rbett,]  one  of  my 
colleagne's  "cl  que,  or  particular  section"  friends, 
gave  utterance  to  something  like  ibe  same  senti- 
ment. Now  I  beg  of  ibem — keep  away  firom  U'. 
Do  any  thing  bat  befriend  us.  Wt  defy  yoor  op- 
-position,  bnl  fear  your  friendship;  it  contributed 
much  towards  breakini;  down  Mr.  Van  Boreo. 

I  wish  I  had  time,  Mr.  Chairman,  to^o  into  this 
qaestioo  of  distribution,  but  I  know  it  is  needless, 
if  any  question  was  ever  well  discussed,  this  has 
been.  The  whole  argument  will  b«  found  in  the 
celebrateil  report  of  Mr.  Clay,  when  the  question 
-first  arEse  fur  the  examination  of  Coverens.  In 
another  report,  made  by  Mr.  Ewing,  the  aigument 
was  again  presented  with  great  power.  We  have 
heard  it  wth  great  ability  from  the  Senate  during 
this  session.  Let  me  tell  my  friend  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  WtsB,]  in  answer  to  his  fantastic  idea  of 
"disiriboling  a  deficiency,"  that  we  pro;tose  lo  dis- 
tribute tbe  proceeds  of  Ihe  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  and  to  supply  any  deficiency  in  the  Treasu- 
ry by  imposing  daties  on  luxuries.  We  impose 
duties  on  luxuries  not  lo  disirihule,  but  to  support 
Government,  "lo  pay  debts,"  which  he  admiti  we 
have  the  power  to  do. 

The  moner  ariirg  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  we  con'end  is  a  sarred  fund,  not  to  be  squan- 
dered by  the  Oeneral  Government.  Give  the  pro- 
ceeds to  th^  Stales;  it  will  lessen  executive  patro- 
upge;  the  States  can  then,  in  a  great  measure,  adopt 
their  own  sys  em  of  internal  improvements,  and 
keep  out  tbe  hands  ofthe  General  Qoveinment. 
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My  friend  from  Virginia  raid  the  land  money 
coald  not  be  separated  from  the  money  arising  from 
customs.  If  tbis  argament  be  good,  no  man  who 
is  Ibe  administrator  of  more  than  one  estate,  gnar- 
dian  of  more  than  one  child,  or  trasiee  for  several 
persoM,  (all  of  which  freqaently  takes  place,)  no 
one,  in  sneb  circomstanee?,  conld  be  forced  to  set- 
llahis  accounts.  Tbis  General  GoTemmeot  is  a 
tnwiee;  admit  that,  we  can  distribnte  peaceably  and 
Aiirljr. 

I  eanfideniljr  look  forward  to  the  time  when  this 
fowih  instalment  will  be  paid — when  national  faith 
and  honor  will  be  regarded.  I  will  not  safiVr  a 
doabt  to  rest  in  my  mind  that  the  dislribntion  bill 
will  yet  be  the  law  of  the  land.  Common  sense 
and  common  jostice  demand  it.  Your  snSering 
coantry  demands  it.  After  the  fiifal  exisience  of 
the  prestnt  party  ehall  have  ended,  let  os  join  onr 
efforts  to  pat  down  Loco  Focoism  forever.  Let  ns 
not,  in  oor  straggles  for  parly  areendeocy,  forget 
we  hare  a  coantry  to  serve.  I  most  fervently  hope 
I  shall  see  the  day  when  this  great  measure  shall 
pass;  when  North  Carolina  shall  successfully  esia- 
blish  a  system  of  common  schools.  I  long  to  be- 
hold the  day  when  the  school  boose  and  Ibe  temples 
of  the  living  God  shall  be  in  the  reach  of  every 
family  in  her  borders.  Let  not  ihe  glorious  revolu- 
tion of  1840  be  withont  its  benefits  to  those  to  whom 
we  are  chiefly  indebted  for  it— the  log  cabin  men  of 
the  cooDiry. 

Edacate  the  poor;  elevate  the  condition  of  those 
who  are  to  be  our  reliance  in  peace,  our  defence  in 
war.  Let  every  man  in  the  nation  be  able  to  read 
his  bible,  and  the  farewell  address  of  ihe  Father  of 
his  country.  Let  it  be  known  that  by  edncaiioo, 
indB»try,  and  perseverance,  the  highest  honors  of 
onr  Government  are  in  the  reach  of  the  humblest 
citizen.  Diffuse  rducation,  and  jon  advance  the 
Christian  religion;  and  ihe  abominable  doctrines  of 
Loco  Fccoism,  disunion,  and  direct  taxation,  will 
no  longer  find  encouragement  in  any  portion  of  oar 
fiee  and  hsppy  counlry. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  bringing  forward  the  proposi- 
tion to  raise  revenue  as  I  have  mentioned,  I  was 
influenced  by  a  desire  to  serve  ihe  whole  conatry. 
My  friend  ftom  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  said,  in  speak- 
lojof  tbis  tariff  question,  with  an  air  of  triumph, 
"Try  it,  and  see  who  will  take  the  back  track,  like 
boys  from  a  hornet's  nest."  I  know,  sir,  it  is 
mnch  easier,  and  sometimes  thought  best,  to  swim 
with  a  papular  current  than  to  oppose  ivalthoagh 
we  may  believe  opposition  to  be  right.  I  have 
thoagbt  otherwise.  I  like  to  take  a  little  respomti- 
bility— I  feel  that  I  can  safely  rely  upon  the  inte- 
grity, common  sense,  and  patriotism  of  my  consti- 
taents. 

Bni,  sir,  if  ihey  should,  as  my  friend  intimated, 
disapprove  of  my  conduct,  I  am  ready  to  meet 
them.  I  should  glory  in  being  left  at  home  by  the 
attempt  to  discharge  my  duly.  I  have  never 
soBghi  offiee,  I  never  will.  I  am  ready  to  go  to 
my  constiinenis,  as  I  did  in  the  case  of  the  ridicn- 
lous  Atberton  caucus,  and  tell  ihem,  if  they  disap- 
prove of  my  conduct,  I  shall  be  happy  in  defeat. 
The  bornel's  stings  have  no  terrors  lor  me.  Keep 
away  the  hornet  stings  of  conscience;  give  me  the 
aatisfae<iun  of  knowing  I  have  discharged  my  duty 
to  North  Carolina  and  to  the  country,  and  succew 
is  comparatively  nothing. 

J  fear,  sir,  my  ardent  devotion  to  North  Caroli- 
na may  appear  to  some  rather  akin  to  Virginia 
boas:inf,  which  I  have  censured.  I  hope  not. 
Though  I  love  her  honor  and  wish  lo  promote  her 
welfare,  the  wish,  does  not  monopolize  my  heart. 
Itisneirett  to  it,  but  it  is  not  alone.  To  love 
Norih  Carolina  is  to  love  the  Union — be  who  'ores 
tha  Union  must  respect  ihe  old  North  Siaie,  for  in 
all  past  coDfftcts  she  has  never  been  shaken  in  her 
attachment  to  her  sister  Stales.  No  mat;er  bow 
violently  ibe  storm  of  Locofoco  Abolition,  aided  by 
foreign  inSuence,  may  prevail  in  one  t'cciion,  or 
the  ridjrnlous  fury  of  direct  taxation,  prompted  by 
the  spirit  of  disunion,  may  rave  and  Iret  in  ano- 
ther, the  North  Slate  stand?  firm  and  unshaken; 
yes,  firm  as  ihe  far-famed  and  most  dangerous 
pramonotory  on  her  coast — particular  portions  m»y 
be  separated  for  a  while,  but  the  great  body  will 
remain  steady,  defying  even  ihe  rage  of  Ocean  it- 
■*"— T«»  firm  as  the  hearts  of  her  people  are  in 


devotion  to  true  Republican  principles  and  in  an- 
dylng  attachment  to  onr  glorious  Union. 

I  wish  to  make  her  like  New  York  in  internal  im- 
provements; like  Massachusetts  and  Conneciieat 
are  abonnding  in  school-boases  and  in  charitable 
institutions.  I  wish  her  to  imitate  her  sister  Stales 
ini  this  eibiUtion  of  true*  Yankee  feeling  and  spirit; 
the  trae  American  spirit  which  in  war  shows  itself 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  not  in  words;  in  peaee, 
in  cnltivating  the  arts  and  promoting  the  girad  of 
the  whole  peop'e.  And,  sir,  if  I  fall,  as  mv  friend 
from  Virginia  anticipates,  let  me  fall.  Tiie  interest 
of  my  conntry  and  my  State  demand  that  I  advo- 
cate this  measure.  That  man  is  fortjmate  whose 
happy  lot  it  is  to  fall  in  the  service  of  bis  State. 
He  leaves  an  invaluable  legacy  to  h's  children,  i 
desire  no  greater  honor,  I  shall  be  "twice  blessed" 
if  I  can  enable  those,  by  whom  I  may  be  remem- 
bered, to  say  of  me  be  fell  in  the  terviee  of  his 
cotmtry. 

SPEECH  OP  MR.  SOUTHARD, 

OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

/h  Senatt,  JanHarjflS  and  16,  1841— On  the  per- 
manent prc-smption  bill,  and  Ihe  amendments 
proposed  10  it. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said  that  he  wished  to  express 
the  views  which  he  entertained  on  Ihe  subject  of 
the  present  bill.  And  though  he  could  not  but 
jegret  the  late  hour  at  which  he  was  compelled  to 
commence,  yet,  as  he  desired  that  no  delay 
should  be  occasioned  on  his  accoaat,  be  would 
proceed. 

I  understand  (said  Mr.  S.)  the  quesiiont  before 
the  Senate  to  be,  first,  on  the  amendment  moved 
by  the  Senator  from  South.  Carolina,  [Mr.  C*l- 
RcuN,]  which  proposes  a  cession  of  all  the  public 
lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  with  a  par- 
tial graduation  of  their  price  when  in  Ihe  hand*  of 
the  States.  This  was  offereJ  in  the  form  of  an 
amendment  to  a  previous  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr  CaiTriN- 
DBN,]  which  provided  fi)r  a  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  douiain  among  all  the 
States  of  the  Union,  with  a  partial  pre  emp- 
tion  granting  to  the  settler,  if  his  property 
was  not  worth  over  a  thousand  dollars,  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land  at  the  Government 
price.    It'  is  possible  that  I  might  bring  my  mind 

to  consent  lo  all  these  matters  in  a  modified  form < 

I  might  vole  for  something  in  the  shape  of  pre- 
emption and  graduation,  provided  they  should  be 
strictly  limited  aad  placed  on  safe  principles 
— ^butfor  neither,  unless  limited  with  a  plan  of  dis- 
tribution. 

In  approaching  this  question,  permit  me  to  re- 
mark, in  the  first  place,  that  I  cannot  consent  to 
adhere  nnder  what  I  regard  only  as  a  threat, 
founded  on  the  power  which  may  is  fumie  be  ex- 
erted, if  we  do  not  consent  to  yield  up  these  lands 
now.  The  Senator  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Sevier] 
was  pleased  to  commence  and  to  close  his  remarks, 
addressed  as  they  were,  or  tbou'd  have  been,  to  the 
intelligence  and  judgment  of  ihe  Senaie,  with  a  di- 
rect iniimaiion  that  we  must  now  do  whit  was  re- 
quired of  as,  or,  when  there  ^hould  be  power  in 
the  new  Stales  to  enforce  their  will  on  this  subject, 
we  should  be  compelled  to  yield  to  necessity.  I  do 
not  understand  thai  kind  of  argument  as  addressed 
to  the  intelleo',  and  much  lest  to  the  conscience  of 
a  Senator.'ia  the  di.-charge  of  his  high  duty.  When 
aigrcat  question  is  to  be  discussed,  I  do  not  com- 
prehend how  my  judgment  is  to  be  made  to  yield 
by  having  it  taid  to  me,  give  these  lands  now,  or 
hereafter  we  will  take  them  as  soon  as  we  shall 
have  strength  to  do  to.  I  am  not  to  be  convinced 
by  anargameniofthat  character.  If  the  dictates 
of  my  judgment  and  a  solemn  sense  of  public 
doty  fead  me  to  refose  my  assent  to  measures  pro- 
posfd  here,  no  appeal  to  fniuie  power,  no  threat 
of  fuinie  vengeance,  will  induce  me  to  record  my 
vote  in  their  favor.  Such  questions  should  be  de- 
cided without  reference  to  tbreatsof  any  kind,  aid, 
in  my  apprehension,  they  are  very  ill-applieJ  to  a 
body  like  this,  consisting  of  the  high  representa- 
tives of  Stales,  and  standing  here  nnder  the  shield 
of  ihe  Constilntion,  for  Ihe  protection  of  the  rights 
of  Ihe  people  aod  the  States  which  sent  them. 
Again.    There  has  been  introduced  in  ibe  pre- 


sent argument  much  which  relates  to  the  catch- 
words of  p?rly,  aod  the  emblems  and  ensigns  em- 
ployed in  the  time  of  the  election,  to  obtain  the 
benefit  of  the  impression  they  might  make  amidst 
theezeitement  of  snch  aseene.  I  ask,  what  hara 
these  to  do  with  the  grave  questions,  to  whom  be- 
long the  pabllc  lattd>1  and  what  is  the  duty  of  Go- 
vemmeat  in  ibeir  managemenll  These  questiofli 
are  very  little  connected  wiih  log  cabins.  What 
have  they  or  other  political  emblems  to  do  with 
the  inquiry,  what  is  now  our  datyl  Was  the 
word  log  cabin  inirednced  both  into  the  bill  and  the 
title,  as  reported  from  the  Land  Committee,  by  way 
of  sneer)  And  can  a  sneer  conquer  the  Judgment 
or  convince  the  conscience?  Or  are  these  ibiogs 
intended  to  forward  electioneering  and  party  pur- 
poses? The  question  before  ns  is  far  higher  than 
those  connected  with  the  temporary  oecapaey  of 
the  Executive  chair.  It  connects  itself  with  Ihe 
origin  and  foundation  of  our  iastitulions —  viik  aU 
that  has  followed  from  that  eventful  moment  to  fte 
present— and  it  presses  on. all  that  is  hereafter  lo 
effect  our  children  and  our  children's  chikirea. 
Such  a  question  bad  no  appropriate  connection  with 
electioneering  emblems. 

It  it  proper  that  I  should  thus  notice  these  things, 
because  I  inlend,  as  far  as  I  can  control  my 
feeling!,  to  avoid  entirely  all  such  aliasians;  aad 
whenever  I  find  myself  approaching,  in  the  coarse 
of  my  argument,  any  point  to  which  they  have  been 
directed,  I  will  endeavor  to  prevent  myself  from 
tarning  aside  to  reply  to  (be  arguments  derived 
from  them. 

This  is  said  to  be  a  question  of  great  ezciiemeiti. 
It  is  so;  but  it  ought  to  be  so  only  because  of  the 
magnificent  and  profound  interest  which  isinheieM 
in  Ihe  subject  itself.  It  should  not  be  a  qsesdon  of 
that  species  of  excitement  referred  lo  in  ihe  debate, 
and  which  is  found  here,  and  in  the  State  Legisla- 
tures, and  among  politicians,  to  a  far  greater  de- 
gree than  among  the  plain,  laborious,  nnsopbisti- 
cated  portion  of  the  community,  either  in  the 
West  or  the  East  It  is  easy  to  see  why  it  is  here 
made  a  question  of  great  excitement,  and  the  mo- 
tives which  lead  gentlemen  to  make  it  so.  It  is  so 
exciting  in  the  L'gisia  lures  of  some  of  the  Stales 
because  it  is  a  question  which  addresses  itself  lo 
the  removal  of  Ihe  most  painful  of  all  the  daties 
which  the  members  of  those  bodies  have  to  du- 
charge;  If  a  system  of  pre-emption  and  gradoatioa 
and  cession  could  be  fnlly  accomplished  apoa 
terms  which  they  desire,  they  woald  be  relieved 
from  many  onerous  duties.  Tuxalion  wonMgivc 
them  no  trouble,  internal  improvements  beeesMa 
light  burden,  onr  joint  property  be  the  easy  icmedy 
(or  sneb  diffienlties.  There  is  no  mystery  ia  the 
reason  why  politiciaDs  and  legislatares  make  this  a 
question  of  excitement;  but  it  shoald  be  freed  froai 
all  tach  associations  and  infineiioes.  Here  is  aa 
immense  domain,  iht  common  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.  It  is  admitted  even  now,  and  has  been, 
in  this  debate,  to  be  the  common  property  o^  tlie 
whole  Union,  and  the  question  is,  what  obUgstioD, 
under  the  history  of  the  Revolution,  the  lennsof 
cession,  and  the  principles  of  ibe  Unioa,  rests  npoa 
ns  in  Ihe  management  and  disposal  of  this  great 
common  property?  ■ 

The  first  plan  is  offered  lo  us  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoon,]  and  proposes|  a 
distribution  of  the  whole  domain,  lying  within  niae 
of  the  Slates,  to  those  States.  It  gives  it  to  them, 
and  they  either  take  it,  by  eesssion,  and  obtain 
the  legal  title  toil,  and  perfect  control  over  it,  or 
they  are  to  be  the  agents  of  this  GovemmeDt  for 
its  management.  Prom  the  argument  of  tlie  Sena- 
tor, I  could  not  distinctly  understand  whether  bis 
amendment  was  intended  to  secure  on  absolute  ces- 
sion to  those  States,  so  (hat  Congress  can  do 
longer  have  any  control  over  the  property— or 
whether  the  Stales  are  to  be  regarded  as  Ibe  agen's 
of  the  General  Government,  to  carry  out  its  purpp- 
srs,  and  to  make  return  to  it  of  the  results  of  their 
ajeacy.  In  the  first  ca:;e,  that  of  an  aeinal  cession 
of  the  whole  territory  to  the  States,  the  United 
States  lose  their  title  to  the  land,  if  they  have  or«, 
and  the  States  require  i',and  have  the  land  as  their 
own,  absolute,  indefeasible  iDheritanee.  When 
this  shall  be  the  esse,  if  the  doctrines  which  have 
been  advanced  by  gentlemen  from  -the  new  States 
be  correct,  all  the  obligations  which  those  Slates 
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nay  assame  will  be,  not  parchment,  bat  pack- 
thread, broken  by  the  slightest  effort  orihe  weak- 
est among  them,  ir  the  principles  which  bare 
been  asserted  here  be  sonnd,  that  mnst  be  the  re- 
salt.  I  do  not  permit  them  to  be  so,  bnt,  arguing 
with  those  who  do,  I  point  them  and  others  to  the 
eonseqoence  which  I  think  mast  ensae  when  the 
Stales  shall  possess  the  lands  in  a  fee  simple,  and 
hav*  the  absolate  control  over  them.  Tbey  will 
take  them— (jeoy  yonr  right  of  inieiferenee;  Aay, 
deny  that  yoa  have  any  interest  in  them.  Tiieir 
State  sovereignty  o«rr  all  lands  within  their  limits 
wUl  be  the  ready  answer  to  all  yoar  claims  and 
rights. 

Bot  suppose  the  States  tn  be  mere  agents  of  the 
TTnidn  to  execnte  the  doty  which  the  General  Oo- 
vemment  has  entrusted  >o  them  in  discharge  of  its 
own  hi(;h  trust  under  the  instrument  of  cession. 
Pat  them  in  that  position,  and  then  how  stand  we? 
With  oar  present  land  system  siill  to  control  them, 
if  we  appoint  officers  to  receire  our  portion  of  the 
money,  we  mnst  keep  up  our  registers  and  re- 
ceirers,  our  land  districts  in  the  States,  and  our 
land  department  here.  I  mean  that,  so  far  as  these 
States  are  concerned,  all  the  chaiacterisiics  and  all 
die  ezp«nses  of  the  existing  land  system  must  still 
continue.  We  gain  DAtbiog,  or  so  little,  that  it  is 
not  worth  consideration  in  relieving  ourselves  from 
responsibility  and  expense.  They  are  onr  agents, 
and,  as  sneb,  Ibey  must  appoint  agents  of  their 
own  to  sell  the  land.  A  citizen  comes  to  pay  for 
the  land  he  has  entered,  and  he  offers  to  pay  a  part 
to  the  receiver  of  the  General  Government  and  a 
part  to  the  receiving  officer  of  the  State.  Suppose 
the  State,  or  its  agent  shall  say  no.  Or  suppose  an 
arrangement  is  made  that  the  offitSer  of  the  State 
shall  receive  the  money  and  pay  over  the  proper 
proportion  of  it  totheXTnited  Stales,  and  he  fails 
to  A>  so,  what  is  yonr  tetatdyt  He  is  not  your 
officer,  and  where  is  ycnr  power  to  punish  himi 
He  is  an  officer  of  the  State,  and  we  have 
heard  mnch  of  this  Government  having  no  power 
to  enfottx  a  constitutional  obligation  upon  sneh. 
I  ask,  how  will  yon  enforce  the  payment  «f  yonr 
moneyl 

Look  at  it,  then,  in  either  aspect.  Yon  give  the 
lands  to  the  State  in  absolute  inheritance,  without 
retaining  any  efficient  lien,  or  the  States  are  your 
agents,  and  yon  are  to  enforce  the  obligation  of  the 
contract.  Is  it  wise — is  it  discreet,  to  meet  either 
alternative^  Does  either  arrangement  come  within 
the  faithful  dischai^e  of  our  trust  over  this 
pfopenyl 

Bat  suppose,  again,  a  portion  of  the  Stales  to 
whom  this  cession  is  to  be  made  shall  refase  to  re- 
ceive the  land  on  the  conditions  proposed.  It  has 
already  been  aaiioanced  to  tis  by  one  Senator  that 
his  own  State  is  not  likely  to  agree  to  such  an  ar- 
raageiaenl,  and  that,  if  he  be  asked  his  opinion,  he 
AM  advise  her  not  to  agree  to  it.  what  theni 
Admit  that  Ohio  shall  refuse,  that  Indiana  shall 
jeftwe,  and  sonw  two  or  three  other  States  in 
nearly  the  same  sitoation  with  these  shall  also  re- 
fase—in  what  condition  shall  we  standi  In  this: 
We  shall  have  made  the  grant  to  three  or  four 
Slates  of  an  immense  amount  of  land,  and  they 
will  take  all  the  benefits  of  it;  while  the  other 
Stales,  with  our  lands  still  within  their  limits,  re- 
ject theproffcfed  boon— demand  of  ns  the  continu- 
ance of  onr  obligations  in  regard  to  the  whole  ter- 
ritory, ceded  and  nnceded,  and  their  portion  of  the 
'  proceeds  from  the  whole.  Three  or  four  Slates 
Uke  a  rich  inheritance  for  themselves  and  their 
people— have  their  pride,  I  had  almost  said  pas- 
sions, gratified,  by  the  rejection  of  your  authority 
a<  to  yonr  own  property  and  still  claim  a  partici- 
pation of  all  the  benefits  of  all  the  landf  beyond 
their  limits.  The  other  States,  in  these  respects, 
hold  an  inferior  position.  Is  this  righil  Are  we 
prepared  to  meet  its  cauieqaences) 

The  bill  says  that  the  cession  shall  not  be  opera- 
live  unless  the  States  receiving  the  cession  shall 
pass  "irrevocable  laws"  in  conformity  with  it. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  this?  Is  it  not  the  doc- 
trine of  the  present  day,  (abhorrent,  I  admit,  to 
my  own  judgment,  and,  in  my  opinion^  utterly 
false,)  that  a  Legislature  can  pass  no  irrevocable 
act— and  has  no  power  to  bind  its  successortl 
Sappose  uch  a  doctrine  shall  prevail— the  State 


Legislatives  pass  laws,  which  they  declare  to  be  ir- 
revocable, fixing  the  rate  of  allowance  to  the  Qen- 
eial  Government  for  the  public  land  sold,  and  the  , 
very  next  Legislatare  thall  repeal  the  law,  and  de- 
clare it  of  no  cffecu  Where  are  you  theaj  Have 
they  not  power  to  revoke,  according  to  this  doctrine? 
True,  it  is  a  bargain,  and  tbey  assent  to  the  terms 
of  it;  but  then  there  comes  a  diange  of  circams'an. 
ces,  and  a  change  of  public  men,  and  a  change  of 
public  opinion,  and  the  Legislature  may  say,  lake 
back  your  land — we  revoke  the  bargain,  and  by 
paying  back  yonr  consideration  we  obtain  a  right 
to  break  onr  promise.  How  thent  I  believe  I 
have  as  much  faith  in  the  integrity  and  honor  of 
the  States,  and  in  their  devotion  to  constitutional 
principles,  as  any  Senator  can  have;  but  when  I 
am  called  to  make  a  bargain,  with  which  I  foresee 
that  great  principles  antl  interests  may  interfere, 
and  especially  when  I  look  at  the  ground  some  of 
these  principles  rest  npon,  I  pause  and  wait 
before  I  yield  my  assent  to  the  agreement  pro- 
posed. 

But  suppose,  again,  that  all  the  nine  Western 
Stales  shall  assent  to  the  offer  of  cession — what 
theni  Yon  have  given  them  the  entire  public  dc- 
main  within  their  limits;  yon  have  distributed  one 
hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  acres  among  nine 
States  of  the  TToion.  Have  }ou  divided  th>  lands 
equally  among  themT  Are  the  benefits  to  Arkansas 
and  to  Indiana  the  samel  Are  the  shares  of  Mis- 
souri and  Ohio  alike?  No  man  can  look  at  the  do- 
cuments and  not  perceive  that  there  is  a  higii  de- 
gree of  benefit  conferred  on  soms  Slates,  and  a 
very  moderate  one  on  otheri. 

Where  do  you  get  yonr  authority  for  making  ihii 
wide  di-icrimination  betwean  State  and  State? 
Show  me  where,  in  the  terms  of  Union  of  these 
twenty-six  Stales,  and  in  the  terms  of  the  Conntitu- 
tion  yon  gel  yonr  authority  to  make  any  such  dis- 
tinction. I  have  not  read  the  Constitution  aright 
if  you  have  such  power;  and  I  hope  you  hare  not. 
If  you  commence  to  exercise  it,  where  is  to  be  the 
end?  Your  laws,  I  thought,  were  to  be  equal.  The 
Stales  are  not  to  regard  each  other  as  interiors  or 
superiors — as  favorites  or  exil.'s  from  favor.  You 
have  no  right  to  make  any  such  distincii  <n,  and  the 
moment  you  do,  the  seeds  of  discord  and  dissolu- 
tion are  sown,  and  they  will  grow.  If  part  of  the 
States  shall  concur  in  the  proposed  arrangement, 
you  will  b:  in  a  condilioi  to  be  lamented.  U  all 
shall  concur,  you  will  hare  made  a  distinction 
which  yon  have  no  right  to  make.  I  do  not  speak 
now  of  the  distinction  between  these  nine  States 
collectively,  and  the  remaining  seventeen  other 
Slates  of  the  Union,  but  of  a  disliiiction  among 
these  States. themselves,  with  whom  you  deal,  and 
with  regard  to  whom  yon  propose  to  lake  a  fUp 
which  iss  violation  alike  of  equal  jus' ice  and  of  the 
ConstitutioD. 

If  I  comprehend  the  effect  of  this  amendment, 
and  especially  of  the  grant  of  land  to  the  States — if 
the  word  cede  U  to  be  understood  in  its  technical 
meaning,  in  that  in  which  it  is  used  in  the  in^tru- 
mrnts  which  gave  us  the  land,  or  in  any  meaning 
in  which  it  has  ever  been  used,  so  far  as  I  know, 
and  the  States  »haU  relu«e,or  neglect,  or  omit,  the 
payment  of  the  money,  then  yon  create  the  rela- 
tion of  creditor  and  debtor  between  the  General 
atid  the  State  Governments.  I  ask  yon  whether  it 
is  wise,  whether  it  is  prudent  and  discreet  to  put 
this  Government  in  the  relation  of  creditor,  and 
any  one  or  more  of  the  Slates  in  that  of  debtor  to 
it?  In  &uch  a  relationship  you  will  stand  in  a 
Worse  condition  than  did  the  Colonies  in  the  Revo- 
lution anierior  to  the  Confederation,  and  the 
States  after  the  Confederation.  A  State  owes  you 
a  large  sum  of  money;  daring  the  Confederation 
such  a  Sta'e  would  have  been  commanded,  (powe.- 
less,  I  admit,  the  command,  and  leading  to  a  stale 
of  things  which  came  nigh  defeating  the  Revolu- 
tion,) but  it  would  have  been  commanded  to 
make  payment.  It  obeyed  or  not,  at  its  pleasure. 
Now  how  will  you  enforce  your  demand?  Arkan- 
sas owes  you  a  million  of  dollars,  and  says  that 
she  cannot  make  payment;  or;  speaking  in  the  spirit 
of  her  representauve  here,  that  she  will  no';  where 
is  your  power  to  compel  bet?  You  would  hear 
very  different  language  then  from  what  you  hear 
now,  and  yon  would  find  that  yon  bad  no  consU' 


lutional  power  to  coerce  the  payment  but  one,  and 
that  is  the  power  to  make  war  and  suppress  insor- 
teciion.  Yoa  might  compel  payment,  but  it  must 
be  by  drawing  the  sword,  and  bathing  it  deeply  in 
the  blood  of  your  fellow-citiz:ns.  For  such  a 
spectacle  I  have  no  desire,  and  would  avoid  the 
caore  of  it.  I  would  abstain  from  creating  a  re- 
lation so  dangerous,  because,  should  any  State  re- 
fuse that  which  as  trustees  it  is  your  duiy  to  de- 
mand, your  only  remedy  is  to  yield,  or  to  spill  the 
blood  of  your  countrymen.  Yon  must  make 
yonr  calculation  either  for  results  like  thcte,  or  to 
lislen  to  appeals  made  to  you  by  scfrereign 
Sales,  in  terms  of  subserviency  and  humiliation, 
invoking  yoar  inoderation,  and  begging  forbear- 
ance. Bdtore  I  would  see  Slates  of  this  Union  re- 
duced to  this,  and  begging  at  your  bar  that  you 
will  put  off  the  day  of  execution,  I  would  be 
almost  ready  to  invoke  the  power  of  war  itself. 
State  degradation  like  that  would  be  incompatible 
with  the  existence  of  the  Union,  and  I  regard  the 
digaity  of  the  States  ton  highly  to  place  them,  by 
any  act  of  mine,  in  such  a  situation. 

Something  has  been  saitl  in  this  aspect  of  the 
subject  as  to  the  credit  which  is  to  be  given  to  a 
Slate;  and  tome  of  the  arguments  (such  I  suppose 
they  were  intended  to  be)  sounded,  in  my  ear, 
much  like  sneers  at  the  credit  system,  and  all  that' 
kindof  party  cirquence.  I  care  little  for  (ne:rs 
when  dealing  with  such  a  question.  It  is  not  one 
of  credit  to  the  Slates,  or  of  the  States;  but  of  the 
indebtedness  of  citizens  to  their  own  Government, 
and  of  States  to  the  Union.  This  subject  was  re- 
ferred to  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Prkston,]  in  relation  to  the  lands  sold  previons  to 
cash  payments.  He  was  right  in  his  reference.- 
The  lands  sold  and  unpaid  for,  previons  to  1819-'30, 
amoanied  to  $21,775,327.  It  was  a  debt  due  from 
the  people  of  the  Spates,  or,  if  you  plean,  from 
the  Sta  es  themselves.  It  was  due  in  Tennessee, 
in  Ohio,  in  Indiana,  and,  so  far  as  the  Territories 
were  inbabited,  in  the  Territories.  Yuu  had  sold 
yonr  land  without  receiving  rash  at  the  sales. 
Tbe  purchasers  were  then  yoor  debtor.-,  but  if  the 
S'ate  takes  the  title,  and  i«  to  pay,  is  it  not  our 
debtor  just  the  same  as  individuals  were  in  1816, 
U7,  and  '18?  What  is  the  distinction?  Then 
your  debtors  were  a  set  of  humble,  faithful  in- 
dustrious men,  scattered  over  yonr  new  lands. 
They  had  bought  ttte  lands,  bat  coald  not  pay  you; 
and  it  has  been  truly  stated  that  there  was  not  at 
that  day  a  public  man,  that  loved  his  country,  who 
did  not  look  at  the  condition  of  things  witti  great 
alarm.  How  did  you  escape  from  such  a  condi- 
tion? By  lelinqaishing  part  of  your  debt;  by 
giving  tiKe  for  the  remain>.er,  and  by  subsiitating 
for  the  future  the  wholesome  system  of  cash  pay- 
ments. Now  your  condition  is  to  be  grea'ly 
changed.  You  are  about  to  create  a  debt  of  im- 
mensely greater  magnitnde;  and  you  take  for  yonr 
debtor;,  not  citizens,  upon  whom  yoa  can  act  with 
directness  and  power,  but  States,  over,  whom  you 
have  no  control  bnt  ihat  of  force.  You  could  not 
compel  payment  from  citiaeos  of  the  States,  and 
yet  you  are  to  deal  with  the  States  of  which  they 
are  citizens.  Yoa  were  afraid  to  brine  the  pover 
of  the  Government  to  enforce  the  public  right,  for 
yoa  were  told  that  all  your  power  could  not  reach 
the  case;  and  now  you  propose  to  make  State* 
your  debtors.  And  can  you  better  contrbl  them? 
You  are  not  to  act  on  scattered  individuals,  but  on 
corporate  masses  of  men — on  States,  proud  and 
haughty,  and,  if  necessity  n  quire  it,  ready  to  re- 
sist your  demand.  Be  warned  in  time.  Avoid  that 
condition  of  thing:'.  Create  not  that  necessity. 
Let  us  see  if  we  cannot  eontinue  to  manage  this 
public  domain,  and  shun  such  threatening  dangers. 
I  think  we  can^and  so  believing,  I  would  not  ren- 
der such  results  possible: 

[Mr.  SoDTHARD  here  gave  way  to  a  motion  to 
adjourn.] 

SaTuaDtv,  January  16,  1841. 
Mr.  SOUTHARD  resumed.  After  recapitu- 
lating the  grounds  of  argument  he  had  gone  over, 
he  proceede<':  I  have  now  a  few  farther  sug- 
gestions to  address  to  the  Sates  themselves.  The 
language  of  the  bill  is,  "that  the  said  States  shall 
hbe  exclusively  liable  for  ail  charges  that  may  here- 
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lAer  arise  from  I  be  snrvfys,  sales,  and  maimge- 
melit  of  the  pnblic  lands,  and  exiingaishment  of  ibe 
Indian  title,  within  the  limits  of  ihe  said  Slates  re- 
apectively."  How  liable?  How  to  be  adjusted? 
What  rights  does  it  gire  to  the  Siat»?  What  to 
the  Qeneral  Qoventment?  Upon  differences  of 
opinion,  how  are  they  to  be  adjudged?  How 
claims  enforoedt  A  more  fmitfnl  source  of  eon* 
flict,  not  even  the  ingenuity  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhoun]  could  have  devised. 
But  this  is  nst  all.  Are  we  to  understand  ihai,  ac- 
cordmx  to  (he  provisions  of  this  amendment,  the 
Stat^vho  receive  thtse  lands  are  to  extinguish 
the  Indian  title.  Are  tbcy  to  take  upon  themselves 
the  high  relation  in  which  the  Qen?(al  Govem- 
nent  stands  towards  the  Indian  tribes?  If  that  is 
the  meaning,  I  protest  against  the  doctrine.  This 
Qovernment  has  no  power  to  surrender  this  rela- 
tion to  any  State  or  number  if  Slates.  What 
right  has  Aikansrs  or  Missouri  to  make  a  treaty 
With  one  of  the  Indian  tribes?  What  right,  if  the 
treaty  be  violated,  to  pnnish  or  expel  them  from 
Ibeir  territory?  None  whatever.  It  would  be  a 
direct  infraction  of  the  Constitntioo.  How  can 
this  Qorernmeni  surrender  its  power  to  deal  with 
the  Indian  tribes?  Has  the  Union  in  any  form  as- 
sented to  the  surrender  of  this  high  consiilntional 
gswei?  Can  the  Union  absent  to  ti?  And  if  a 
tate  has  no  right  even  to  make  a  treaty  wiih  In- 
diana, can  this  Government  surrender  the  bigber 
and  holier  power  of  deierminiog  where  and  how 
Ihe  Indians  are  lo  be  disposed  of  by  force?  Can 
they  say  to  any  Stale,  we  give  you  the  land — ^yon 
pay  for  the  Indian  title,  and  have  therefore  a  right 
to  demand  that  it  be  extinguished  when  and  how, 
and  on  what  term*  you  please?  Yet  such  must  be 
the  result.  If  the  purport  of  this  amendment  is, 
that  the  States,  are  to  be  regarded  as  having  the 
powaf  to  remove  the  Indians  by  fnice,  or  to  enter 
into  treaties  with  them,  it  is  utterly  against  ihe 
Constitniion.  How  can  the  Qovernment  say  to 
Ohio,  for  example,  here  is  the  miterabte  remnant 
of  the  L«Di  Lenape,  the  remains  of  the  once  war- 
like  and  formidable  Delawares,  who  held  control 
over  the  Northern  Confederacy  of  Indian  nations. 
They  are  now  within  your  limilr,  but  reduced  to 
a  few  hundreds.  You  may  make  a  treaty  with 
them  according  to  jonr  own  interests,  or  we  will 
make  it  for  yon;  and  if  ihey  refuse  to  lravt>  their 
ancient  seats,  yon  may  remove  them  by  any  means 
which  you  choose — by  force — by  blood — by  exter- 
mination If  there  be  a  provision  in  the  Constitn- 
iion which  justifies  this,  I,  at  least,  have  been  un- 
able to  find  It.  These  remarks  have  to  do  with 
the  question  of  power. 

Next  comes  the  consideration  of  humanity  and 
policy.  These  Slates  have,  or  fancy  they 
nave,  a  deep  pecuniary  interest  in  speedily  ex- 
pelling the  aboriginal  possessors  of  the  soil.  Is  it 
tight,  just,  humane  to  let  them  decide  on  their  ex- 
pulsion, and  the  times,  circumslancts,  and  consi- 
derations  which  shall  govern  ihe  decision,  and 
without  consultation  or  appeal?  Are  they  the 
only  States  and  the  only  people  who  rise  above 
the  weaknesses  and  errors  of  our  nalores,  and  can 
calmly  see  the  truth  and  the  whole  trnih  thiongh 
all  the  interests  and  passions  which  mislead  others? 
And  when  the  Union,  and  the  people  of  the  Union, 
have  a  recorded  obligation,  and  in  a  record  too 
which  will  not  t>e  erased  or  expunged,  that  they 
will  regard  ibese  matters  as  a  iru>ton  ih^ircon- 
seiences  and  oaihs,  will  ihey  yield  iheir  duty  to 
faith  in  othr'rs,  and  without  the  possibility  of  se> 
cuiing  the  performance  oi  the  trust?  Should  error 
be  committed  and  wrong  done,  when  and  how  can 
we  make  compensation — when  and  how  relieve 
ourselves? 

But  I  turn  from  this  painful  view  to  one  of  vastly 
Inferior  magnitude — yet  one  which  has  weight  of 
Its  own  in  ihe  scales  oi  justice^lhe  question  of 
money.  And  in  regard  to  thi^,  I  ask,  are  the 
Slates  in  whose  favor  the  proposed  cession  is  to 
be  made,  to  bear  the  bnrdeo  of  the  expense  of  our 
intercourse  with  the  Indians  and  of  removing  them? 
If  they  are,  then  I  entreat  the  Senalir  and  I  entreat 
gentlemen  from  tho>e  Siaits  to  look  at  the  eon>e- 

?aenC«s.     Are  they  to  sustain   the  expense   of  the 
ndian  wars  which  may  ari.<e  from   their  treat 
1  of  the  Indian  tribes  left  within  their  teiritor>1 


Should  the  Indians  consider  themselve  aggrieved, 
as  they  are  Very  likely  to  do,  wars  may  grow  out 
cf  their  discontent,  and  the  feeble  remnants 
within  these  Slates  may  be  connected  with  very 
powerful  allies  beyond  their  borders,  and  when 
oppression  is  perpetrated  on  the  one,  Ihe  other 
may  be  prompt  to  avenge  it,  and  our  history  tells 
ns  there  are  civilized  and  Christian  nations  'ready 
to  give  them  encouragement  Are  these  States  lo 
bear  the  co»t  of  the  Indian  wars  which  their  own 
conduct  may  create;  or  are  we  not  only  to  sur- 
render the  land  and  give  up  our  power  to  deal  with 
Ihe  tribes,  but  in  addition  to  carry  on  all  the  wars 
which  may  grow  ont  of  (he  management  and  set- 
tlement of  these  lands?  Does  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Cilrodn]  mean  that  such 
shall  be  the  result  of  his  amendment  or  does 
he  not?  Such  it  must  be,  whether  he  designs  it 
or  not. 

Is  it  a  part  of  his  plan  that,  while  we  cede  all 
the  land,  we  shall  retain  all  the  burden?  How 
can  we  avoid  it?  Will  any  "irrevocable"  act  of  a 
Suite  Legislature  relieve  Congress  from  this  liabil- 
ity when  wars  shall  have  arisen?  Let  the  Indian 
warwhoop  sound,  and  one  drop  of  American  blood 
be  shed  bv  an  Indian  warrior,  and  what  must  be 
the  result?  This  Capitol  will  quickly  hear  it,  and 
no  sooner  will  it  be  heard  than  the  power  of  this 
nation  will  be  called  up  to  avenge  the  deed.  Can 
we  refuse?  No,  sir,  no.  It  would  be  impossible, 
and  yet,  with  such  a  liability  upon"  ns,  we  are 
asked  to  surrender  to  the  States  on  the  frontier  this 
entire  matter,  to  manage  according  lo  their  own 
notions  of  justice  or  feelings  of  antipathy.  As  I 
understand  the  plan,  the  old  Stales  are  not  only  to 
surrender  their  respective  portions  in  the  pnblic 
domain,  but  they  are  siill  to  bear  the  burden  and 
cost  of  every  frontier  Indian  war.  la^k,  again, 
can  we  avoid  ii?  Can  we,  under  the  ubtigation  of 
our  constitutional  dutie.",  and  in  possession  of  those 
sympathies  which  live  and  glow  in  the  bosom  of 
every  American  citizen  towards  every  other  Ame- 
rican citizen  as  such— can  we,  in  the  very  nature 
of  things,  avoid  it?  New  Jersey  has  not  a  single 
Indian  left  within  her  borders;  or,  if  there  be  here 
and  there  a  miserable  survivor  of  his  race,  he  is  a 
being  so  degraded  as  to  have  neither  hope  nrr 
power,  nor  any  capacity  to  influence  the  conduct 
of  her  people  for  either  good  or  ill;  but  let  the 
question  aiise  whether  Mississippi  or  Arkansas 
shall  be  protected  from  the  incursions  of  a  savage 
foe,  and  New  Jersey  will  quickly  give  her  aid,  in 
men  or  money — the  soldier's  touch  of  the  elbow,  or 
the  sinews  which  give  strength  to  resistance  or  se- 
curity of  protection.  She  could  not  if  she  would, 
and  she  would  not  if  she  could,  escape  her  obliga- 
tions in  this  regard.  She  and  all  the  States  must 
lake  and  bear  the  full  proportion  of  burdens  in 
such  a  case.  However  you  may  frame  your  law, 
and  how  solemnly  soever  you  may  declare  that  the 
expen.<>e  of  Indian  wars  and  the  burden  of  their  own 
delence  shall  rest  upon  thore  States  which  have  re- 
ceived the  gran*,  yon  never  can  carry  such  laws 
into  effect.  The  heart,  the  head,  the  hand  of  every 
American  citizen  I  isa  up  together  and  proclaim  it 
impcssible.  I  ask,  then,  is  it  wise  or  just  to  make 
surrendei?  And  for  what  advantage  lo  these 
States,  so  far  as  money,  or  any  rational  interest,  is 
conceined?  They  are  lo  make  the  expenditures 
for  sales,  &c.  and  to  exhibit  their  accounts,  and  we 
lo  receive  them.  But  if  done  wisely,  discreetly, 
and  accordisg  to  the  terms  of  this  compact,  how 
must  that  account  be  stated?  They  are  to  take  out, 
1.  The  whole  expense.*,  according  to  their  notion 
of  the  expenses;  and  I  know  no  mode  in  which  we 
can  correct  thrm.  3.  Ont  uf  ihe  nett  proceeds  they 
are  to  pay  over  65  p*r  cent^^when  and  how  they 
will— ftr  your  laws  will  give  andean  give  yon  no 
remedy.  3.  They  are  to  retain  the  balance,  35  pf  r 
ceni.Vin  full  of  their  rights.  Let  the  account  be 
jnsily  slated,  and  the  matter  fairly  adminiorred 
and  Ihey  will  find  ihcir  reward  to  be  the  gia'ifica- 
lion  of  the  avarice  of  the  possession  of  money  and 
land,  without  any  redeeming  result  in  honor,  power, 
or  even  profit.  They  now  get  5  per  cent  This 
is  lost.  The  distribution  bill  would  give  13i  per 
cent.  The  balance  is  to  meet  their  responsibili<ies 
and  expenses.  Will  it'do  ii?  It  may,  but  I  submit 
it  to  the  Senators  of  the'  new  States  to  reflect  en  the 


results  of-  this  game  which  Is  offered  then;  and,  if 
Ihey  cannot  rise  above  the  mere  qnestioa  of  ih« 
possession  of  money  and  land,  to  decide  wheiber 
Ihcy  may  not  find  themselves  losers  by  the  coataei, 
while  the  Union  al&o  will  be  the  loser.  Wilh  me, 
however,  this  is,  in  comparison,  but  a  small 
question.  The  question  I  propound  and  most  de- 
cide i.',  what  is  our  constitutional  duty,  and  what 
ate  the  rights  of  all  the  States? 

But  this  amendment,  give  it  all  the  force  yo« 
wUl,  meets  not  halt  of  all  the  difficulties  vhieta 
now  press  upon  us,  and  under  which  we  are  ao 
restless  and  agitated  on  this  subject  of  the  paMie 
lands.  What  does  it  embrace?  The  lands  wiikm 
the  limite  of  nine  States  of  the  Union,  containiag 
one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  acres.  _  How 
many  acres,  in  all,  dues  this  nation,  aooordln(  lo 
the  statements  and  estimate  of  the  report  oflhe 
Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  NoavxxL,]  now  p«- 
ses.s?  More  than  a  thousand  millions.  To  get  rid 
of  this  question,  you  are  dealing  with  one  hondted 
and  .sixty  millions  of  acres,  forgetting  that  bj  their 
side  lie  over  eight  hundred  millions  mote-  Do 
gentlemen  suppose  they  are  dealing  with  a  uifle^  «r 
with  only  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  miUicul 
They  forget  the  obstacles  which  beset  them.  What 
is  to  be  the  progress  of  this  thing?  We  mast  keep 
up  the  existing  land  system;  we  must  contiaiw  to 
bear  all  its  expenses.  We  have  given  notice,  wJm- 
ther  consiitnlionally  or  not  I  shall  not  now  discuss, 
to  every  American  citizen,  and  even  to  every  alios, 
ihatiie  has  the  right  to  go  ia  on  all  these  eigjai 
hundred  millions  of  acres  of  land  when  ke  pleaaea 
and  as  he  pleases,  provided  the  ladians  be  not  j^ 
possession.  We  have  been  told  here  that  we 
not  restrain  him,  and  that  lo  attempt  it  is 
Well,  admit  it  to  be  so,  what  then?  Sixty 
sand  of  these  peopke  get  possession  of  a  Portia  |>f 
this  territory,  and  what  is  their  next  demand?  Bf 
some  rash  conduct  they  get  intoconflict  with  the  la- 
dians, and  then  the  whole  military  power  of  (be 
nation  must  be  drawn  out  to  protect  ihem  in  liicir 
trespass.  But  is  that  all?  It  is  not  There  is 
another  principle,  which  has  been  boldly  main- 
tained here,  that,  whenever  a  TerriKay  can  ■■*• 
her  sixty  thousand  inhabitants,  it  not  only  may  ke 
admitted  into  the  Union,  bat  has  a  right  to  rtrmanil 
admission  and  equality  with  all  the  other  Siaica, 
and  then,  the  moment  it  is  admitted,  all  the  iaad 
within  its  limits  becomes  theirs. 

[Mr.  Linn  here  interposed  to  explain.  He  had 
never  heard  it  advocated — ^ii  eeriainly  never  had 
been  by  him — that  the  American  peo|de  had  a  right 
to|go  upon  Indian  land  the  title  to  whidi  had  not  heea 
extinguished;  on  the  contrary,  land  «f  that 
description  had  always  been  ecolndsd  ia  eviiy 
pre-emption  law,  nor  had  any  aMeadatat 
ever  been  proposed,  so  far  as  he  knew  lo  tte 
contrary.] 

Mr.  Sorrraiao.  I  must  have  presented  my  idea 
not  s«  clearlr  as  I  intended,  if  the  Senator's  expla- 
nation has  been  rendered  necessary.  What  J  say 
is  this:  on  the  border  of  all  these  new  State*  lie  vast 
bodies  of  vacant  land  which  we  claim.  The  peo- 
ple, or  foreigners,  under  the  doelrine  which  has 
been  here  laid  down,  may  cross  over  the  line  and 
settle  upon  it,  for  they  may  not  know  where  the  In- 
dian title  has  been  extinguished  and  where  it  ha* 
not.  Having  mnliiplied  in  numbers,  even  if  thqr 
be  all  foreigners,  ihey  may  come  here  and  leqaire 
admittance,  and  when  admitted  may,  aoeotdiax  to 
the  provisions  of  this  amendment,  demand  all  the 
land  upon  the  same  terms.  I  do  not  say  it  is 
distinctly  claimed  that  our  citiaensand  foietgaen 
can  lawfully  go  on  land  lo  which  the  Indian  title 
has  not  been  eziinguiaihed,  but  they  do  ia  fact  oftea 
go  on  sach  land,  and  there  can  be  no  aijaaieBt 
against  admitting  them  there  as  soon  as  the  In- 
dian title  shall  have  been  relieved,  for  ibe 
language  of  the  amendment  is  "whenever  the  Ic 
dian  title  ha^  been  or  shall  be  riiingnirhf il " 
Here  I  say  we  maintain  a  priaeiple  which  will 
authorize  our  citizens  or  aliens  to  go  without  ihs 
limits  of  a  State  into  the  lands  of  Iowa  or  Wicfcos- 
san.  We  assert  and  maintain  ihair  right  ta  do  it, 
and  in  doing  so  we  bring  ourselves  into  eolUriea 
K'ith  the  Indian  tribes.  And  when  a  large  nomher 
of  ihe>e  settlers  shall  send  up  their  ery  lo  onr  dens 
"You  as  our  OoVenment  at*  bound  to  pioieel  n: 
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Ike  merciless  sa rage  is  upon  as:  come  speedil;  to 
<mr  help !"  bov  can  we  refuse  tbeml  I  wauld  not 
tToid  in  I  would  not  seek  to  a7oid  it.  I  admit, 
U  its  fallest  latimde,  the  obligation  of  the  Oorein- 
ment  to  extend  protection  over  all  its  citizens.  I 
woald  hare  the  name  o(  an  American  citizen  an 
impenetrable  shield  over  every  man  who  bears  it, 
as  in  old  Rome,  at  the  cry  "I  am  a  Roman  eiti- 
■;n,"  (he  apliftea  arm  of  tyranny  and  oppr^sion 
was  paralyzed  and  fell  powerless  at  the  sound.  I 
woald  h»Te  it  so  here.  At  the  cry  "I  am  an 
American  citizen,"  I  would  be  ever  ready  to  put 
forth  all  Ibe  energy  of  this  Goremment  for  his 

frotection  and  defence.  But,  whild  I  admit  this, 
insist  that,  when  we  are  laying  our  plans  for  the 
Attare,  and  can  plainly  see  that  a  certain  arrange- 
ment will  tempi  the  Stales  into  a  situation  which 
is  liliely  to  bring  us  all  into  trouble,  it  is  an  argu- 
ment why  we  should  refrain  from  maUing  the  ar- 
rangement. Seitleis  have  no  light,  in  bodies  of 
fifiv  or  sixty  thousand,  logo  apon  the  public  lands 
wtd  bring  upon  the  whole  nation  all  the  calamities 
and  expense  of  an  Indian  war.  Look  at  the  con- 
sequences of  this  amendment.  The  nine  new 
Stales  take  all  the  land  wiihin  tkcir  limits.  Pre- 
•eatly  the  Territury  of  Wiskonsan  comes  and 
knocks  at  yoar  door.  We  shall  hear  and  admit 
her  into  the  Confederacy.  According  to  some 
gentleman,  we  must  do  to,  because  we  have  no 
power — no  constitutional  power — to  refuse.  Well, 
Wiskonsan  is  admitted,  bar  territory  contains  mil- 
lions of  acres,  and  she  then  tnrns  around  and  de- 
mands that  you  shall  cede  all  those  lands  to  her, 
as  yoQ  have  ceded  to  Arkansas  and  Missouri. 
Can  yon  deny  hert  Yon  cannot.  The  moment 
she  comes  into  the  Union,  if  this  bill  passes,  all  the 
land  within  her  limits  is  hers;  and  most  be  hers, 
and  will  be  hers,  if  yon  now  consent  to  the  cession 
which  is  proposed.  What  neztl  Presently  Iowa 
comes  and  knocks,  and  she  demands  the  same  pri- 
vilege as  Wiskonsan.  She  tells  you  ihit  her  peo- 
ple have  eons  there  on  the  public  land;  that  they 
nave  increased  and  multiplied  until  ihey  have  at- 
tained the  conslitulional  numbers;  and  now  they 
have  a  right  to  be  a  Stat*  and  to  enjoy  equal  pre- 
rogatives with  all  the  oiher  States.  "True,*'  say 
thejr,  "there  are  Indian  titles  in  the  way,  and  there 
may  be  Indian  wars,  bnt  give  us  all  the  land,  and 
then  put  your  haul  into  the  Treasury  of  all  the  old 
States,  and  foot  up  and  pay  the  bill  of  all  the 
expense." 

Your  eight  hundred  millions  of  acres  are  daily 
beinit  swallowed  np  by  the  progress  of  population. 
Tenitory  after  Tenitory  will  apply,  and  the  mo- 
ment you  admit  them  yon  bavo  surrendered  every 
foot  of  the  public  land  which  they  contain.  Yen 
are  virtually  surrendering  it  now;  for  how  can  I 
stand  here,  after  having  given  the  land  to  Arkan- 
sas, and  refuse  it  to  Wiskon'^an  and  to  Iowa,  nndto 
every  Territory  which  may  be  formed  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains  and  the  mouih  of  the  Columbia  rivet? 
Tbos  you  are  to  have  the  burden  of  the  settlement 
of  all  ibese  Territories,  of  ibe  exiiaction  of  all  the 
Indian  titles,  and  the  expense  of  all  the  In- 
dian wars;  and  then  to  surrender  to  them  every 
acre  of  that  inheritance  which  the  old  States 
purchased  with  blood,  when  the  claimants  were 
naknown,  when  they  were  yet  in  the  loins  ofiheir 
fathers. 

There  are  varions  other  objVctions  which  lie  as 
well  against  thegeneral  character  of  this  amend- 
ment as  against  its  details,  and  which,  to  me,  ap- 
pear to  be  insuperable.  I  had  intended  to  suggest 
a  number  of  them,  but  I  fear  it  will  be  unwise 
to  attempt  this,  further  than  to  call  attention  to 
one  or  two.  On  the  question  of  price  I  have  al- 
ready commented,  in  showing  how  the  Slates  will 
be  situated  as  to  the  profit  they  ara  to  derive  from 
tha  proposed  arrangement.  There  is  another  fea- 
ture in  the  plan  to  which  I  have  already  alluded 
under  other  aspects  of  the  general  subject.  This 
compact,  it  is  provided,  is  lo  be  irrevocable.  The 
States  are  to  declare  it  perpetual,  inviolable,  now 
and  forever,  and  the  General  Government  is  to  be 
equally  boutid.  Now,  are  we  grown  so  wise,  in 
our  day  a^d  generation,  as  to  be  prepared  to  bind 
bolb  the  General  and  State  Governments,  in  a 
mannef  irrevocable,  for  all  future  time,  no  matter 
what  unknown  event*  tpay  arise  bereafieil  Gen- 
tlemfn,  to  be  sarr,  mky  flatter  themselves  thatlheir 


intelligence  can  stretch  its  piercing  ken  through  all 
time  to  come,  and  anticipate  and  provide  for  every 
possible  po.<lure  of  affairs.  Our  lathers,  however, 
had  not  equal  iotelligence.  Gs  back  but  a  quarter 
ofa  century,  and  where  do  you  find  a  single  man 
whoever  looked  at  the  condi  ion  of  thing]  that 
now  exis'sT  Yet  they,  I  am  inclined  lo  suppose, 
were  as  wise  as  we.  I  ask  those  who  are  so  very 
ready  to  enter  into  mntaal  obliga^ons,  which  are  to 
be  irrevocable  through  all  future  time,  whether  in 
peace  or  in  war,  whether  in  prosperity  or  the 
deepest  distress,  if  they  bflieve  that  they  are  so 
wise  as  to  be  able  to  foresee  all  that  will  happen, 
and  how  such  an  arrangemeBt  will  sertainly  bear 
upon  events  not  yet  preseniT  If  they  tell  me  they 
are,  then  I  bow  to  ihem  as  prophets  indued  from 
above  with  knowledge  and  foresight  such  as  does  not 
fall  to  the  ordinary  lot  of  bnmanity.  For  my 
humble  self,  who  claim  no  such  high  prerogative,  I 
mutt  object  to  that  fea'.ure  of  perpetuity.  We  are 
blading  ourselve!:,  blindfolded,  without  knowing 
what  circumstances  will  arise  or  what  will  be  the 
future  conduct  of  the^  States  in  relation  to  the 
contract  their  representatives  are  now  so  ready  to 
make.  Nur  can  we  anticipate  what  may  be  oar 
own  necessities.  I  obiect  to  entering  into  an  irre- 
vocable bond  of  this  description.  Let  as  pass  soc- 
laws  in  relation  to  this  public  land  that  we  may 
reach  it  when  justice,  policy,  necessity  may  de- 
mand. Let  as  plac3  the  subject  so  that  we,  or 
those  who  follow  as,  can  lay  our  hands  upon  it — 
80  that  we  and  they  may  look  round,  may  see 
what  oar  condition  is — may  measure  all  our  du- 
ties and  obligation;,  and  then  decide  according  lo 
the  existing  state  of  things  at  the  moment  of  our  or 
their  action. 

I  object,  again,  to  the  want  of  power  in  this  Qo- 
Tcrnment  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  its  own  bar- 
gain, if  this  is  to  be  the  bargain.  Look  at  the  fifth 
clause  of  this  amendment,  and  see  how  yoa  are  to 
enforce  it.  On  the  principles  of  this  Union  and 
under  ihe  powers  granted  yoa  by  the  Constitation, 
you  cannot  do  it. 

And  here  I  may  notice  another  item,  thoagb  it 
is  a  small  one,  in  the  details  of  the  scheme.  I  refer 
to  the  cession  here  proposed  to  Ibe  State  of  TenneSf 
see.  I  do  not  know  enough  of  the  circanstaDces 
of  the  case  to  judge  for  what  reason  this  direct 
rant  i<  to  be  made  to  that  one  State.  She  is 
ot  hers  placed  upon  the  Fame  ground  with 
ther  Stat^but  stands  as  an  excrptim  among  them 
Tuere  may  be  good  reasons  for  thii>;  but  I  am,  for 
the  preseoi,  incompetent  to  conceive  on  what  just 
ground  a  provision  like  this  can  rest. 

But  my  chief  objection  lo  this  amendment  lies 
at  the  foundation  of  it.  It  has  regard  to  the  basis  on 
which  the  whole  rests.  I  oppose  it  as  a  cession 
of  the  property  of  ihis  nation.  What  is  that  pro- 
perty? It  is  an  inheritance  in  land,  wider  in  its 
extent  than  Ihe  widest  limits  of  the  Roman  Empire; 
an  inheritance  almost  equal  to  those  far  spreading 
lands  which  British  rapacity  and  power  have  been 
able  to  obtain  for  her  in  this  the  height  of  her  glory  and 
dominion.  Need  I  say  that  ruch  an  inheritance  is 
valuable?  How  came  yoa  possessed  of  it?  Where 
did  you  get  it  from,  that  you  have  the  right  te  give 
it  away?  How  did  you  get  it,  that  you  may  deal 
with  it  as  a  bounty  tu  one  class  of  States,  and  ex- 
clude another  part  from  its  possessinn?  When 
those  who  represvnted  'he  American  Colonie'^  pro- 
claimed them  to  be  independent  of  the  British 
Crown,  they  looked,  one  and  all,  lo  the  Crown 
lands  as  being  sufficient  eventually  to  relieve  them 
anderihe  burden  of  the  struggle.  These  lands 
were  lo  pay  the  Revolutionary  debt,  so  that  lh« 
Colottie.s  might  come  out  of  the  great  contest  free 
from  poverty  and  suffering.  There  was  not  one  of 
the  Colonies  but  looked  lo  ibis  source  for  relief. 
Hear  what  Maryland  has  said.  Listen  to  what 
.  New  Jersey  said  when  the  articles  of  Confedera- 
tion were  presented  lo  her.  She  was  not  wanting 
in  spirit  or  in  leve  of  liberty.  She  well  know  that 
she  was  to  be  the  Flanders,  the  battleground  of 
the  Revolution;  that  her  properly  must  be  wrecked 
in  the  storm;  and  though  she  might  come  out 
rictoiioas,  and  even  rich  in  glory,  she  mast  be 
hopelessly  poor  in  other  respects.  She  therefore 
made  her  appeal  to  her  sister  colonies,  demanding 

Ithat,  while  others  became  possessed  of  immense 
wealth  in  these  lands,  and  while  her  blood  mingled 


with  theirs,  and  was  poured  out  in  streams  on 
many  a  battlefield  foaght  in  Ihe  common  oaase, 
she  should  not  be  left  alone  in  poverty  and  distress, 
while  they  were  proud  and  powerful.  Her  ap- 
peal was  listened  lo,  and  one  of  the  grounds  of 
the  cession  of  these  lands  to  the  United  Slates 
was  that  very  appeal.  As  one  of  her  representa- 
tives en  this  floor,  I  have  not  forgotten  enough 
of  all  I  have  heard  from  my  elders  of  the  suffer- 
ings she  endured  in  those  days,  to  b6  willing  here 
lo  tnrrender  what,  in  the  crisis  of  her  trial,  she 
demanded  as  her  due,  and  what  was  freely  yielded 
to  the  justice  of  her  demand.  The  whole  of  these 
lands  were  relieved  by  the  Revolution  from  the 
claims  of  the  British  Crown,  and  they  became  the 
common  property  of  this  nation  by  what  has 
here  been  called  the  "generoas"  surrender  of  Vir* 
ginia  and  other  States.  I  would  rather  call  it  their 
jiffl  surrender  to  the  equal  rights  of  an  equal 
suffering  and  an  cqaal  triumph.  I  think  I  do 
mote  honor  to  Virginia  and  those  other  States  in 
saying  that  ihey  believed  it  to  be  just,  than  in 
patting  the  act  on  any  other  groand — of  magnao:- 
miiy,  liberality,  or  self-denial.  A  generoas  act  it 
was,  bat  its  ju>tice  was  its  highest  encomium. 
The  land  came  into  oar  possession  as  a  common 
fand,  for  the  common  use  and  benefit;  and  I  slop 
not  to  inquire  whether  the  transaction  was  finan- 
cial or  otherwise.  Discuss  that  point  as  you 
may,  it  will  come  to  this  at  last,  that  whether  the 
cetsion  was  made  on  grounds  of  finance  alone,  or 
with  a  view  to  what  the  history  of  our  war  re- 
quired and  justice  demanded,  and  lo  siutain  our 
Republican  Government,  our  civil  liberties  and 
thereby  to  preserve  the  hope  of  human  liberty,  it 
will  be  found  of  little  consequence.  I  eve  not. 
In  every  aspect,  these  lands  became  the  common 
propr-riy  of  ibe  Union  for  the  common  use  and 
benefit  of  all  the  Stales.  It  has  always  been  so 
managed,  and  so  regarded.  During  Ibe  early 
history  of  the  Government,  it  was  never  looked  at 
in  any  other  light.  Search  our  history  from  be- 
ginning to  end,  and  yoti  will  find  that  all  this 
doctrine  about  surrendering  it  to  a  few  of  the 
Slates  is  a  notion  of  very  modem  growth.  It  is  not 
a  quarter  of  a  century  old,  and  I  think  we  are  be- 
coming wise  a  little  too  fas',  and  that  we  are  taught 
these  lessons  of  wisdom  by  Spates  then  unknown 
and  unborn.  The  men  who  compose  them  were 
infants  in  their  mothers'  arms,  »r  brothers  and  sons 
of  these  whom  thev  would  now  deprive  of  their  in- 
heritance. The  oldest  of  them  had  not  learned  to 
read  from  this  Virginia  grant  was  made,  who  now 
stand  here  to  teach  us  that  the  public  domain  is  no 
longer  to  be  rcgarged  as  common  propetty,  held 
for  the  common  use.  I  prefer  to  take  lessen?,  on 
such  a  subject,  from  those  who  were  theoiselves  in 
the  struggle  which  purchased  them,  and  furffltd 
t'le  compact;  of  those  who  knew  their  rights,  and 
were  witling  to  deal  equally  and  justly.  Tney 
knew  the  grounds  on  which  Ihey  proceeded;  they 
piepartd  and  exhibited  to  the  world  the  principles 
Ihey  held,  and  I  ant  inclined  to  believe  that  they 
wero  at  least  as  patriotic  in  their  views  and  opi- 
nions as  those  who  stand  in  a  position  where  local 
inte^e^ts  and  State  pride  have  their  full  operation 
on  theiwnclasionsof  the  mind. 

But  the  idea  that  we  are,  either  by  this  cession 
or  by  pre-emption  laws,  to  take  away  tha  inheri- 
taoce  of  the  old  States,  his  coupled  with  it  another 
objectionable  feature..  The  land  belongs  to  all  the 
Slates  in  fee  simple.  But  suppose  it  did  not,  and 
that  it  had  been  purchased  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  settle  on  it  without  pretence  of  law,  I  ask, 
how  has  it  been  paid  fot?  Ynu  will  find,  when 
you  look  into  the  acinil  state  of  facts  on  that  sub 
jeci,  (I  do  not  refer  to  the  Indian  way  of  e&tima* 
ting  the  value  of  ibe  lanl,) — you  will  Bad  Iha:- 
reckoning  the  money  paid  for  Louisiana  ant'y 
Florida,  together  with  the  expenditures  nuder  the 
exisiing  laud  system,  150  millions  of  deliars  hare 
been  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  while  bat  103  mil- 
lions have  as  yet  relumed  into  it.  The  lands  are 
debtor  to  the  United  States — to  the  old  States — to 
the  amount  of  forty  millions  of  dollars.  And  yet 
we  mast  now  surrender  the  whole;  we  mtut  forget 
.the  blood  which  has  been  shed,  and  all  the  suffer- 
ing] which  were  endured,  to  earn  this  land,  and 
giveit  away- to  all  who  choose  to  comtand  claim 
it.    I  j  this  jastT    Is  it  light?    Take  as  ah  ezamplQ 
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tlie  ease  cf  the  Suie  of  Arkansas;  and  I  take  Umi 
Sate  only  becanse  «be  famishes  a  striking  illastra- 
tion  of  the  aature  of  ibis  measare.  Lonisiana  cost 
w,  in  tbe  first  instance,  and  in  the  snbseqaent  ex- 
poiaes  of  interest  and  otherwise,  some  twenty-lbree 
or  iwenty-four  millions.  Indeed,  if  the  accoant 
were  accurately  stated,  with  the  interest,  its 
cost  would  amount  to  liitl;  if  any  short  of 
thirty  millions.  This  money  was  paid  for  the 
territory,  without  regard  to  the  public  lands  already 
bought;  and  bought,  too,  at  the  most  precious  price 
ever  paid  in  human  history.  Now,  what  is  tbe 
slate  of  Ibis  purchase)  It  is  said  by  some  that  ibe 
lands  in  Arkansas— a  part  of  this  territory— are  in 
valne  one-fonrih  part  of  tbe  whole;  btit  I  suppose 
that  estimate  is  quite  too  low. 

[Mr.  Sbtiui.  Yei;  it  should  hare  been  one- 
half.] 

It  may  be  so.  I  care  not.  Pat  it  even  at  one^ 
fourth.  The  people  of  Massachusetts,  New  York, 
Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  Jeney,  paid 
their  fall  proportion  for  the  whole.  Say,  for 
Arkansas  some  seven  to  ten  millions  of  dollars. 
'What  tbent  They  have  received  back,  from  sales 
of  lands  in  Arkansas,  only  (3,1 10,000.  And  now, 
what  do  these,  our  good  friends,  so  very  modesty 
tell  us^  It  is  irne  you  have  not  yet  got  back  more 
than  three  millions  of  your  ten,  but  yon  miut  give 
op  the  balance  to  ns.  I  tbiak  they  might,  wah- 
ont  pretence  to  much  moderation,  at  least  wail 
till  idl  we  have  paid  out  is  reiorned  to  our  pockets 
before  they  ask  08  to  give  up  to  them  the  whole 
•sate. 

This  is  a  striking  fact  as  to  one  State,  but  it  ap- 
plies, in  all  its  force,  to  many  o'.her  portions  of  tbe 
western  States,  as  well  as  to  the  lands  of  Lonis- 
iana. I  have  paid  ten  millions  for  a  plantation; 
yoa  go  into  possession  of  it;  I  get  three  millions  of 
my  money  back,  and  yon  then  say,  give  up  the 
whole  to  me.  I  ask  again,  is  this  justt  But  yoa 
answer.  My  pride,  my  delicate  sense  of  honor, 
forbids  me  to  tabmit  to  you;  1  can't  ibink  of  it.  I 
ask,  I  demand,  the  surrender  of  the  entire  estate; 
and  if  yon  do  not  give  up  to  me  now,  in  a  very  [ew 
years  I  shall  be  strong  enoagb  and  I  will  take  it  from 
you.  Is  it  possible  that  we  can  consent  to  princi- 
ples like  these  as  the  principles  of  a  common  union 
among  independent  State>7  I  ihink  not,  I 
hope  noL 

1  have  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
ejse  of  Iowa,  Wiskonsan,  and  Florida.  What  is 
Florida — for  which  we  patJ  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars? Florida,  as  we  all  remember,  knocked  at 
yonr  door  but  a  year  as;o,  pretty  nnfortunately, 
for  admission  into  the  Union.  How  much  have 
yon  received  from  Floridal  Will  any  gentleman 
tsll  mel  Yet  you  are  hire,  by  the  principles  of 
tbe  bill  and  amendment,  to  give  her  all  the  land 
within  her  limits.  If  you  are  to  give  lo  one  State 
or  Teriitory,  yoa  must  give  to  all.  There  must 
not  be  a  bandsbreadib  of  difierence  in  the  benefits 
you  confer  on  the  different  Territories  and  State* 
of  the  Confederacy.  The  large  Slates,  perhaps, 
may  not  feel  satisfied  to  be  irtrated  on  a  level  with 
tbe  small  one»i  but  I  hope  I  !^hall  not  be  thought 
absurd  in  maintaining  that,  as  lo  all  favors,  tbe 
States  and  Territories  arc  to  be  placed  on  the  same 
level.  1  can  know  no  difference  between  them.  I 
will  never  consent  to  treat  some  as  higher,  and 
others  as  lower.  Whatever  you  grant  to  one  yoo 
must  grant  to  the  others.  On  tbe  principles  in  this 
amendment,  tbe  old  States— worthless  old  bodies,  I 
grant,  bat  they  wore  through  the  struggle  of  the 
Revolution — are  to  lose  their  rights  in  the  common 
domain,  that  they  may  be  given  away  to  tbe  young 
Slates  since  born.  Experience  often  teaches  us 
that  tbe  young  freqamlly  take  pride,  and  are  a 
liille  too  apt  to  tread  upon  the  heels  of  those  who 
go'  before  them. 

It  is  perfectly  apparent,  as  it  seems  to  me,  that 
this  cession  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Sooth 
Carolina  [Mr.  Calhoun]  leads  to  the  resnlts  I  have 
indicated,  a«  absolutely  inevitable,  especially  when 
connected  with  your  pre-emption  principles.  Yoa 
anthorize  eitizenf,  virtuous,  useful,  and  patriotic, 
or  otherwise,  or  aliens,  nnknown  to  your  Constitu- 
tion and  lawf,  who  may  readily  be  collected  by 
money  and  power  for  dangerous  pnrposes,  to  go 
ppon  your  tenitory,  and  60,000  of  ib«m  may  de- 


mand to  be  placed  on  an  equality  with  old  Virgi- 
nia, and  Massachusetts,  and  Connecticut,  and  New 
Jersey;  and  when  the  demand,  which  yon  cannot 
deny,  is  granted,  they  must  possess  the  whole  land, 
own  it  in  their  own  right,  pay  yoa  if  they  fplease, 
but,  whether  they  do  or  not,  enforce  from  yon  the 
defence  of  them  and  their  lands,  whether  they  keep 
any  part  of  their  bargain  or  not.  My  feelings 
rebel  against  every  portion  of  tbe  scheme.  My 
judgment  can  find  co  apology  for  it.  It  breaks  up 
the  very  foundations  of  our  rights,  and  disorganizes 
the  action  of  our  system  of  Government. 

I  wish  I  could  add  the  expenditures  of  the  Go- 
vernment for  Indian  wars,  and  the  portions  of 
country  for  whom  they  were  made.  It  has  been, 
howover,  for  the  people  of  the  West— for  these 
new  States.  But,  say  gentlemen,  ought  not  those 
people  to  be  protectedl  Unque!>tionably.  When 
did  the  old  Slates  hesitate  lo  furnish  men  and  arms 
at  the  first  note  of  Western  daogerl  Pressed 
down  as  those  States  say  they  are,  let  dtem  at  least 
remember  that  not  one  dollar  of  the  amoant  has. 
ever  been  expended  for  the  protection  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  old  Stales.  I  beg  them  to  remember 
alio  ihat,  of  this  amount  for  Indian  wars.  New 
Jersey  and  the  other  old  Slates  have  paid  their  full 
share.  Has  there  been  a  hostile  Indian  on  the  soil 
of  New  Jersey)  Was  the  money  expended  to  save 
her  citizens  from  massacre?  No,  no;  she  paid  bei 
share  on  the  principle,  that,  when  any  portion  of 
.the  Union  is  endangered,  millions  of  stout  hearts 
should  be  prepared  to  bleed,  and  twice  the  num- 
ber of  sturdy  hands  ready  to  strike  in  its  defence. 
I  affiirm  that  there  has  not  been  an  hoar  when 
the  rights  of  our  Western  brethern  were  neglected, 
or  a  vote  which  forgot  their  claims  to  our  sympa* 
thy.  And  if  money  was  paid  at  any  time  for  the 
defences  of  the  old  States,  they  were  equally  for 
tbe  ultimate  protection  of  tbe  new,  and  paid  in 
much  greater  proportion  by  the  old  than  the  new 
Slates. 

Oa  this  point  of  general  defence,  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Lihn]  would  apply  tbe  pro- 
ceeds of  these  lands  for  the  support  and  increase  of 
the  Navy,  and  sr>ms  to  take  merit  from  the  idea 
that  this  is  most  for  our  protection.  And  what  in- 
terest have  the  Slates  on  the  seaboard  in  tbe 
augmentation  and  maintenance  of  a  Navy,  which 
the  Western  Sta'es  have  not  in  an  equal,  if  not  a 
greater,  degree?  If  I  were  called  upon  to  fay 
what  part  of  the  Union  is  most  interested  in  our 
gallant  little  Navy,  and  in  making  it  all  that  patri- 
otism can  demand  that  it  should  be,  I  would  point 
to  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi;  every  portion  of 
which  an  be  reached  in  its  vital  iniere.Ms  by  any 
naval  power  greater  than  our  own.  More  interests 
depend  on  tbe  outlet  of  Western  commerce  at  the 
muuih  of  the  Mississippi  than  on  any,  I  had  almost 
said  all,  the  ports  of  the  Atlantic  seaboard.  Hence 
the  value  of  your  Key  West  station  and  perhaps 
other  stations  which  should  years  ago  have  been 
foitified  and  furnished  for  the  protection  and  re- 
l.ef  of  the  Navy  when  angaged  in  the  defence  of 
that  great  western  commercial  emporiiim,  tbe 
outlet  of  tbe  weilth — tbe  security  of  the  interests 
of  the  r.rcat  valley. 

I  rejoice  in  the  proposition,  because  it  seems  to 
be  a  waking  np  to  their  true  interests  in  the  West, 
after  a  long,  long  sleep.  I  remember  when,  in 
another  station,  I  urged,  with  a  zeal  which  was  re- 
garded as  importunate,  the  increase  of  the  Navy, 
and  the  protection  of  every  interest  on  Ibe  borders 
or  connected  with  the  Galf  of  Mexico,  I  met  dm 
eyes  ani  heavy  ears,  and  had  for  my  reward,  often, 
too  cfien,  Ihe  noes  of  friends  and  the  scorn  and 
sneers  of  opponents.  Times  are  changing.  Oar 
Navy  may  now  look  to  more  of  justice  and  encour- 
agement. Our  stripes  and  stars,  around  which — 
whether  in  the  breeze  or  the  battle — so  many  affec- 
tions of  the  pa'riot's  heart  cluster,  and  nhich.in  tbe 
calm  and  in  tbe  storm,  when  peace  demanded  only 
their  countenance,  or  war  their  power  and  ven- 
geance, have  steadily,  and  withont  change  of  coarse, 
borne  onward  the  rightu,  the  honor,  the  glory, 
not  of  our  land  only,  bat  of  liberty  and  free  insiita- 
tions— these  stripes  and  ihefe  stars  have  promise  of 
good;  let  it  come,  let  it  come. 

But  still,  I  may  not,  I  cannot,  adopt  this  propo- 
sit)oi|.   Jht  ocean  should  for^rer  be  oar  battle- 


ground. Our  soil  should  be  antroddea  by  a 
foeman's  foou  Oar  Nary,  Ihe  bulwarks  of  oar  de- 
fence which  float  upon  the  waves,  should  look  Ar 
SQstenance  and  power  to  no  one  of  oar  separate 
and  distmct  resources.  They  have  a  right  to 
demand  them  all,  if  all  be  necessary;  and  natO 
they  are  so,  I  cannot  agree,  deeply  as  I  love  Aea, 
to  set  apart  a  particnlar,  separate  fnnd,  and  ei^ 
cially  this  fund,  to  their  support.  Loag  and  ar- 
dently as  I  have  struggled  for  them,  I  wooM  aot  la 
them — ^no,  nor  any  othergreat  and  commanding  in- 
terest— rest  on  one,  and  especially  this  one,  of  oni 
sources  for  revenue  and  expenditure.  I  wonld 
not  consent  to  pat  the  maintenance  of  this  ataa  of 
oar  defence,  or  jeopard  ii,  by  resting  on  any  one 
interest  or  resource  in  the  Republic  1  vooM  pat 
it  on  the  general  Treasury;  and  I  would  demand 
for  it  what  should  caose  the  start  and  stripea,  itt 
flag,  to  wave  in  that  conscious  independeLee  of 
which  it  is  the  emblem.  Why  should  we  devote 
this  specific  revenue  to  that  object?  It  was  pw- 
chased  by  the  Staus — by  the  Rerolntion  aeeoai- 
plished  by  tbe  States.  It  was  devoted  to  them  ftr 
their  relief.  They  have  paid  the  debt  of  ihe  Revo- 
lotion  almost  wiibont  its  aid,  bat  they  have  • 
right  to  have  the  balance,  the  remainder,  lo  restore 
what  they  have  expended,  to  meet  their  wants,  to 
promote  their  prosperity.  If  they  choose  to  sar- 
render  it,  I  cinnot  aid  in  that  surrender.  If 
New  Jersey  is  prepared  for  it,  she  ought  io  find 
some  other  agent  to  be  her  instiaaent  in  tbe 
sacrifice. 

There  is  another  point  which  I  ought  to  loggesL 
We  have  bought  from  the  Indians  aboat  four  haa- 
dred  and  forty-two  miUioas  of  acres;  we  bare 
paid  about  eighty-five  millions  of  doUais  for  tbem, 
of  which  we  have  got  back  only  aboat  foi^tve 
millions.  Yet  we  are  to  give  up  what  we  have 
purchased  before  our  expenditure  is  retomed. 
Throughout  this  whole  land  scheme,  I  peieeive 
this  one  leading,  one  controlling  idea.  Alihoagh,ai 
the  Representative,  of  the  people  of  all  the  Gkates, 
we  are  still  ont  of  pocket;  thoagh  we  have  paid 
out  enormous  sums  which  have  never  been  re- 
tamed  to  OS,  yet  we  are  to  surrender  every  acre 
we  hold  to  a  few  of  the  States,  who  have  paid 
very  little  of  tbe  whole  amount.  Twenty-six  have 
purchased  an  estate;  nine,  who  have  paid  the 
smallest  share,  say,  give  the  whole  of  it  to  as,  oa 
oar  own  terns.  What  rigbi,  I  ask,  have  yon  to 
do  any  sa«h  thing?  Where  i«  the  principle  of 
common  union  in  such  a  demand? 

But  we  are  told  that  those  Slates  have  already 
paid  enormous  sums  into  the  Treasury;  and  the 
argument  is,  that  tbe  balance  Aoald  go  to  them,  tm 
such  terms  as  may  best  suit  them.  How  have 
these  sumi  been  paid?  Tbe  lands  within  their 
limits,  belonging  not  to  them,  but  to  the  nation, 
have  been  sold,  fuid  the  money  received  has  eome 
to  tbe  nation,  as  the  proceeds  of  its  own  property. 
Those  States  have  paid  nothing  but  as  porehasers 
— purchsEers  of  lands  which  have  made  them  rich, 
as  their  rapidly  growing  population  and  eomfort 
abuadantly  prove.  Are  the  sellers,  under  saeh 
circumstances,  under  heavy  obligalioas  lo  saeh 
purchasers  for  additional  acts  of  Uberaliiy?  Bnt 
who  paid  this  money?  Did  Ibe  people  of  the  new 
States?  They  had  no  people  to  pnrekase  oc  pay. 
A  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  old  States,  lakirf 
their  resources  from  the  old  States,  and  making 
purcbas?*,  thus  becaate  citizens  of  the  new.  The 
sums  paid  into  yonr  Treaanry  were  paid  by  Ibe 
old  States— by  their  citizens— ont  of  their  aeaas. 
Those  who  chose  to  desert  them,  to  seek  new 
homes,  and  higher  prosperity,  ought  not  now  to 
turn  back  to  tbe  ancient  domieils  of  their  parentage 
and  birth,  and  otter  reproaches  becaose  they  ate 
not  permitted  to  take  for  nothing,  or  on  their  own 
terms,  all  that  remains  vacant  and  nncnllivaled 
of  tbe  inheritance  ef  those  tbey  left  behind.  Look 
over  Ibis  chamber.  I  believe  yoa  will  find  some 
sixteen  or  eighteen  Senators  who  were  bom  in  tte 
Old  States,  some  of  them,  perliaps,  now  with 
princely  possessions;  with  an  average,  at  least,  ot 
wealth  beyond  those  who  are  here  from  the  sea- 
board. Row  came  they  here  and  thus?  Tbey 
left  their  relations,  look  thair  means,  sought  (tuae 
and  prosperity,  and  fonndtbem  in  aconptty  apt  to 
furnish  socb  rfsalts.    Qat  is  )|  qaltf  bfnifplot 
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'Ct  {oM  foir  t^m  or  others,  (be  partakers  of  a  like 
SestiDj  to  seek  to  deprive  those  ihey  left  tiehiod, 
of  their  own  blood,  and,  in  a  le$s  enviable  condi- 
tion, of  their  share  in  the  common  inherltaDcel 
Li«t  me  suppose  a  ease,  and  nse  thepronoan  I. 
I  have  a  brother.  We  inherit  a  tew  acres  of  worn ' 
out  land  in  a  narrow  State.  We  have  also  a 
cOoaHion  property  in  the  West — a  properly  from 
^hieh  we  derive  an  income.  I  choose  to  remain 
■hd  manage  my  share  of  ibe  paternal  estate,  to  lei 
the  incense  &iill  barn  on  the  family  aliar,  and 
meet,  as  I  may,  the  destiny  of  the  family  heanh- 
•tone.  He  chooies  to  part  with  his  portion — ti^ke 
ito  proceeds,  and  adventtire  to  onr  Western  pro- 
peny.  H«  does  so.  And  the  moment  he  arrives 
and  pays  the  reqair<d  sam,  to  have  a  part  set  off 
to  h's  ezdasive  a;e — ^he  tells  me  ihat  he  has  a 
riicht  to  my  share  a'so — that  he  is  a  pioneer — that 
he  has  encountered  the  perils  uf  Ibe  wilderness — 
Ihat  b«  has  merits  fir  beyond  mice — ihat  I  mast 
yield  to  him — and  if  I  do  not,  he  either  has  or 
soon  will  have  the  strength  to  Uke  what  he  Claims 
•»and  he  will  take  that  which  is  mine-<i-mine  by 
the  sacrifice  of  Revolaiioaary  blood — mine  by  the 
dearest  price  wbieh  haman  natnre  can  pay — mine 
by  the  compacts  and  convenanis  of  the  Revoln 
tionary  hoar.  He  may  sacceed— bat  if  he  does, 
t  is  the  triumph  of  unlicensed  power  over  right  and 
nsttee. 

Bat  I  deny  (he  aathoriiy  in  another  aspeot. 
How  do  CoDgrfss  bold  these  lands?  and  what  is 
yonr  aoihority  over  themi  We  do  not  own  these 
lands.  We  only  represent  those  who  do.  We 
are  the  trustees  for  their  management.  Can  a 
trasiee,  at  his  pleasure,  part  with  the  trust  fund, 
and  pat  it  out  of  his  hands,  and  either  give  it  or 
confide  its  management  to  anotberl  Are  we  any 
thing  more  or  less  than  trustee;?  Congress,  it  is 
trae,  must,  under  the  CSonstitulion,  determine  on 
dlspotition  of  the  land;  but  they  do  it  in  their  rela- 
tion to  a  trust  fund.  Have  we  any  power  to  part 
with  the  fandl  Where  is  such  power  given  to  us? 
And  where,  too,  is  that  other  principle  which  is 
iavolr«d  in  the  amendment — the  power  to  appoint 
trustees  of  our  own  choice,  under  ourselves?  In 
what  court  of  equity,  ia  what  court  of  honor,  in 
what  heart,  can  such  a  doctrine  find  its  sanction? 
You  have  been  appointed  a  trustee,  and,  wiihout 
any  aoihority  from  your  principal,  you  are  lo  band 
over  your  trust  to  anoiher.  Such  an  act  would  be 
denounced  in  every  court  as  a  violation  both  of 
honesty  and  honor. 

Di^atants  may  debate  about  terms  and  expres-- 
sions.  They  may  reason  about  the  cSlscis  of 
changes  from  the  old  Confederation  and  the  old 
Congress',  to  the  new  and  ezisiing  Qiivernment. 
Bot  are  we  not,  by  these  changes,  which  have  beea 
made  by  those  fur  whom  ihe  trust  is  held,  put  in  ihe 
place  and  stead  of  those  who  first  received  the 
trait?  Uoes  not  this  Government  represeot,  and 
by  their  will  and  their  command,  those  in  whom 
they  first  confided?  Is  it  not,  with  a  mere  change 
of  form  and  name,  the  same  trustee?  Do  not  all 
the  original  responsibilities  and  duties  rest  qpon 
as,  in  all  their  force?  And  can  we  avoid  ihem, 
without  quibbles,  unworthy  of  an  advocate,  in 
the  humblest  tribunal?  No,  Mr.  President,  we 
stand  hr^e,  in  possession  of  the  ttust  property, 
bound  to  execute  it — to  execute  it  fiithfully,  ac- 
eoiding  to  the  original  purposes  to  which  it  was 
d  voted.  There  is  not  an  honrst  and  intelligent 
ebancery  on  earth,  which,  if  it  could  reach 
nil,  would  not  compel  as  so  to  discharge  our 
duty. 

Bat  it  may  be  asked,  how,  then,  are  you  to 
divide  and  distribute  that  fund?  I  shall  not  enter 
at  this  moment  into  a  discussion  of  that  part  of  the 
subject:  but  will  remark  that  ihe  persons  among 
whom  we  propose  to  divide  the  inheritance  are  the 
very  persons  from  whom  we  have  received  the 
imst,  who  own  and  are  competent  to  decide  for 
themselves  on  their  interests.  They  are  conrtpe- 
tent  to  receive  it.  They  are  the  ownent  we  are 
trustees.  If  they  say  lo  us,  keep  the  title,  but 
divide  the  proceeds  among  us,  and  we  obey  their 
mandate,  is  theie  any  violation  of  justice  or  law 
in  such  a  division?  It  U  the  only  mode  by  which 
we  caa  effect  the  just  application  of  a  oommon 
tw^-    graduation  and  pre-emption  apply  ih«  land 


only  to  a  few  of  the  owners — not  equally  among 
them  all.  But  when  yon  distribute  the  proceeds 
you  can  do  exact  and  equal  justice  to  all  and  lo 
every  part  of  the  Union.  1  can  see  nothing  either 
in  (lie  law  or  in  (he  terms  of  the  contract,  or  the 
principles  of  justice,  nhich  furbids  me  to  adopt 
the  measure.  So  far  from  it,  I  think  I  see  in  it 
the  only  and  last  hope  of  those  who  made  the  pur- 
chase lo  receive  one  dollar  of  their  money.  If  you 
will  not  agree  to  dittribaie  the  proceeds,  they  must 
buy  iheir  account  to  lose  the  whole.  What  hope 
can  New  Jersey,  or  Connecticut,  or  Rhode  Island 
entertain  of  receiving  any  return  for  ihs  millions 
they  have  paid,  and  all  the  labor  they  have  be- 
stowed to  earn  ihi«  rich  inheritance?  None;  none. 
And  if  you  go  on  with  your  pre-emption  bills,  and 
yoor  graduation  bill?,  and  your  cession  biUs,  till 
you  have  parted  wilh  the  last  acre  out  of  your  pos- 
session, then  will  have  been  acenmplishpd '  before 
the  civiliMd  world  a  gracd  eihibltion  of  the 
justice  of  Republirau  communilies  After  the 
country  has  united  in  an  arduous  and  agonizing 
struggle  for  national  independence,  and  poured  out 
its  blood  like  water,  and  secured  for  ihose  to  come 
after  ihem  a  rich  inheritance  of  free  principles  and 
social  happiness,  one  of  ihe  great  prizes  which  they 
won  is  seized  and  ravished  from  the  possession  of 
those  who  gained  it,  and  who  antCettA  for  it.  Is 
this  your  Republican  justice? 

But  we  are  told  that  this  domain  is  a  subject  of 
constant  difliealty  In  the  transactions  of  onr  pnbl  c 
business — that  it  ia  a  prize  to  be  fought  for— a 
stake  for  which  political  gamblers  will  always  be 
contending — and  that,  if  we  would  have  any 
peace,  it  must  be  removed  from  onr  control.  Tbat 
these  lands  will  alway  be  held  out  as  a  bribe  by 
(he  ambiiioas  wherewith  lo  obtain  power;  that  we 
do  not  possess  sufficient  firmness  and  virtae  to  re- 
si'ft;  and  that  such  a  bid  will  be  made  for  voles, 
through  Ihe  promise  of  this  vast  territory,  as  must 
di^tarb  all  the  fatare  regular  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  may  be  so.  But  I  ihink  that,  if  there 
have  been  bids  made,  the  bid  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  C]  far  outstrips  the  whole  of 
them — and  I  hope  no  future  dealer  in  thr  commo- 
dity will  be  able  to  equal  him.  Bat  is  it  so?  That 
Congress  cannot  perrorm  its  regular  legislative  duty 
on  account  of  the  immense  prize  which  the  pablia 
domain  holds  out  to  ambitious  men  and  to  parlies 
within  itv  Hills?  I  am  reluctant  to  believe  it.  Bat 
if  it  be  true,  by  whom  is  the  bribe  ofl^ercd?  and  on 
whom  does  it  act?  It  must  be  offered  by  the  new 
States,  or  by  those  who  court  (heir  favor.  They 
have  ihe  lands  within  their  limits.  Their  politicians 
can  make  bids,  but  those  from  the  old  States  can- 
not so  well  do  it,  without  the  desperate  hazarls 
which  ambition  is,  sometimej,  mad  enough  to  en- 
counter. 

When  1  hear  gentlemen  say  that  there  is  a  politi- 
cal game  to  be  played  by  means  of  the  public 
lands,  what  am  I  to  understand  but  that  the  new 
Stales  hold  a  great  prize,  and  that  they  can  offer  it 
to  unchastenrd  ambition,  if  it  gratify  tbeir  wishes. 
A  pohiieal  fame?  Where?  Where  does  it  ope- 
rate? Not,  surely,  on  the  great  mass  of  ihe  people 
of  this  country.  I  do  not  believe  the  public  land.o, 
if  they  were  worth  ten  times  as  much,  could  bribe 
the  American  people  to  give  their  suffrages  in  any 
quarter  which  their  judgments  and  their  hearts  do 
no(  approve.  One  thing  I  know,  tha(  no  aspirant 
for  power  or  place  can  purchase  the  votes  of  New 
Jersey  at  any  such  price.  How  i(  may  be  with 
others,  I  can  only  judge  by  what  I  see  of  the  virtue 
and  cousisteaey  of  those  who  represent  (hem— and 
by  their  conduct. 

In  connection  with  this  idea  of  onr  corruptibility, 
by  means  of  the  public  lands,  it  occurs  to  me  that 
anoiher  suggestion  is  worthy  of  eome  notice.  It 
comes,  however,  from  a  different  quarer, and  is 
subject  to  anoiher  eonsiraetion.  It  is  this,  that  our 
political  affairs  have  been  matter  of  stock  specoia- 
tion  on  the  Exchange  of  London.  The  inference 
— if  any  inference  is  intended  to  be  drawn — must 
be,  (hat  London  stockjobbers  and  London  capita- 
lists have  some  connection  with  the  party  opposed 
lo  the  existing  Adfflin(8(ration,  and  have  had  some 
influence  in  the  recent  election,  and  must  have 
some  in  its  future  resttils  and  effects.  And  the  Ad. 
roinistratioa— the  Execative— by  its  aoknewledged 


organ,  announos  such  to  be  their  true  opinion;  an 
organ  on  which  it  seems  more  to  rely  than  on  any 
and  all  other  means  and  instruments  of  defence- 
pride  themselves  as  these  means  and  iastrameaia 
may.  Now,  to  me,  this  is  a  marvellous  idea;  a«it- 
ed,  indeed,  to  the  sense  of  right  and  wrong  of  any 
editor,  sold,  soul  and  body,  lo  his  party;  but  reek- 
less  of  every  consequence  save  one— success.  Bni, 
when  offered  on  this  floor,  it  should  be  sustained  by 
evidence,  which  might  at  least  afford  an  apotogy 
for  asserting  a  fact  which,  if  true,  inflicts  nnendiag 
degradation  upon  our  country.  So  far  as  relates 
to  tbe  late  ekctioo,  I  have  said  that  I  cpald  not, 
here,  and  on  (his  occasion,  discuss  il.  I  have 
proved  that,  at  other  times  and  other  places,  I  was 
not  slow,  however  inexpert,  lo  seize  and  wield  the 
weapons  of  political  strife.  But  other  maders 
claim  onr  attention — far  higher,  both  to  my  own 
Mile  and  the  Union,  than  the  temporary  posMssion 
of  Executive  power,  or  the  triumphs  of  the  hoar 
to  a  party?  But  the  character  of  the  country,  tbe 
virtue  and  integrity  of  our  widespread  people,  re- 
quire that  suggestions,  coming  wilh  the  pomp  of 
authority  and  the  confidence  of  influence,  and 
which  must,  however  they  may  be  intended,  affect 
the  future  action  of  the  nation,  should  demand  at 
least  an  inquiry  as  to  the  foundation  on  which  they 
rest. 

I  a&k  them  for  tbe  «videne&  What  is  it?  So 
far  as  yet  developed,  a  bankiog-houae  in  London 
has  written  a  letter,  and  articles  in  newspapers  and 
reviews,  and  perhaps  some  books,  have  beta  pnt- 
lisbed  in  London.  When,  and  in  what  case,  has 
it  been  established  that  this  was  the  proper  evidence 
by  which  to  try  the  character  of  our  parties,  or  the 
character  and  motives  of  oiir  people?  Since  when 
have  opinions,  emanating  from  that  source,  been 
so  much  in  favor  at  to  be  considered  conclusive  on 
sach  a  point?  Sir,  we  are  changing  rapidly;  banks 
and  banking-houses  abroad  are  now  regarded  as 
good  guides  in  estimating  the  character  of  our  pat- 
ties and  people. 

But  who  is  this  bankini!-housef  What  opinions 
have  they  expressed?  What  gives  to  their  opi- 
nions such  weight?  How  were  they  induced  to  Hty 
any  thing  on  &uch  a  subject?  I  understand  them 
to  be  an  ordinary  banking  house  in  London,  (Hn'h 
and  Co.)— dealers  in  stocks  and  money— one  of  tbe 
firm  being  for  the  time  a  director  in  the  Bank  of 
England.  Th^y  have  no  peculiar  knowledge  of 
us,  nor  connection  with  as;  nor  capacity  to  judge  of 
us  or  of  our  interests,  characters,  or  motives.  I  do 
not  know  that  they  have  the  slightest  connection  in 
feeling  or  interest  with  the  Whig  pirty— though  il 
would  seem  that  ihey  have  wiih  a  portion,  and  tbat 
not  an  unimportant  one,  of  ihe  snpporteis  of  tbe 
present  Administrolion.  What  induced  them  lo 
give  an  opin'oo?  The  State  of  Miisonri  ohoae  lo 
iisue  ccriaia  stock,  'or  obligalioBs,  which  rested 
upon  the  responsibility  of  Ihe  State,  and  bv  which 
money  was  lo  be  raised  to  be  used  in  the  Stale. 
She  chose  to  send,  or  permit  u  be  sent,  some  of  this 
stock — this  Slate  security — to  London  ia  pass  it  off 
and  get  the  mobey  which  was  needed.  Her  agen', 
I  pte>ame,  sought  the  company,  and  not  the  com- 
pany him,  and  (he  company  was  induced  to  ma- 
nage the  securities  for  the  Slate,  and  sail  them  or 
otherwise  procure  tbe  money.  lo-all  this  what  had 
the  Whig  party  or  (be  majori(y  of  the  people  to  do? 
They  surely  did  not  control  Missouri  whits  the 
Seiutor  was  to  commanding  in  his  infleencc. 
Ttej  did  not  send  (he  secnri(ies  (o  London.  They 
did  no(  select  the  agent  there.  And  if  ihat  agent, 
the  agent  of  an  Administration  State,  and  Adaiini»> 
tration  interests,  has  expressed  opiniow,  il  does 
not  seem  to  accord  very  well  with  fairness  ainl 
justice  to  bind  us  or  Ibie  people  of  the  country  by 
them.  It  weald  be  as  fair  and  as  jast  to  receive  as 
bindtog  the  allenttions  and  opinions  o(  Ibe  repre- 
sentative of  thaiStaiF,  her  Senator  here,  as  conattt- 
sive.  I  kbould  haidly  be  wilHog  to  place  (be  evi- 
dence of  the  agent  in  London  above  IbM  of  (be  sa 
leoted  representative  of  ihe  Suie  in  Wasfaiagton. 
The  latter  holds  a  far  more  commanding  position. 
But  wha(  opinion  do  Hu(h  and  Co.  express  (hat . 
its  evidence  is  (o  be  so  controlling?  It  seems  to 
me,  ia  substance,  to  be  nothing  more  than  ihist 
tbat  Stale  securities,  and  thoie  of  Missouri  amoog 
them,  o»Dnot  b«  sold  in  tbe  preseiit  coadttiMOf 
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tUagsi  and  ibat  Ihow  who  with  to  invest  their 
moaty  ia  tbeoi  are  not  willing  to  da  so  becanse 
iktf  are  fearfnl  of  the  opinions,  and  principles, 
tad  eondoet  which  prevail,  and  which  are  to  be 
aitieipated  from  the  party  in  power  in  this  coantry; 
bat  that  they  woold  be  somewbat  relieved,  and 
more  williBg  to  buy,  if  the  Opposition  should  soc- 
ceed.    Now,  if  this  opinion  be  ever  so  absurd  and 
moastroDs,  I   beg   that  we  may  not  be  saddled 
with  it;  that,  if  rebuke  is  to  be  given,  it  be  ap- 
plied by  thai  State  to  this  unworthy  agent,  and 
that  he  be  taught  by  his  principles  more  justice  and 
good  senseand eoariesy  towards  ihem.    It  may  b* 
a  diilcalt  task  for  him  to  alter  bis  coavietioDs. 
He  bAys   and    sells,   not  for   faims^elf,   but   for 
thoae  who  desire  to  make  sure  and  permameat 
investaienis.      He  does  not  bny  lo  bold,  but  for 
sale  to  others.    The  Londen  brokrrs  and  baokJDg- 
bonses  are  bat  (he  agencies  thcoagh  which  (he  ret 
tiled  and  quiet  bolder  of  money  mikes  his  invesi- 
meMs.    And  if  he  will  not  boy,  ibey  cannot  sell. 
ArOd  oould  h«  or  they  bny  with  safetyt    Was  there 
not   justice    in    the    opinion    expressed^    proper 
grounds  oa   which   any  man  woold  hesitate  (o 
hasar4  Us  property.    Have  not  the  General  Gh>- 
venaentaad  Adimnistration  Stales  said  and  done 
•aeogb  to  make  a  prudent  man  pause)    HeeoUeet 
the  course  of  one  Slate,  and  her  want  of  poactn- 
aiitf  in  paying  the  inieres>;  (he  avowed  principlei 
o{.  the  Szecntive  of  another  Stale;  the  doctrines 
pfMtalgWed  in  so  many  quarters  of  inQnence;  and, 
woes*  if  possible  than  all,  the  volunteer,  nnoeees- 
saiy  reaolwioasof  this  body  about  assuming  State 
dabta.    If  yon  bad  money  to  lend,  would  ynu  lend 
it  *ose  who  avowed  such  principles'?    Would  you 
not  prefer  to  lend  it  to  those  who  eatertaioed  dif- 
taent  priaeiples,  and  acknowledged  the  ttnchang- 
iog  obiigaiion  of  their  bonds,  in  whoaever  bands 
they  aiighi  be  found? 

Bift  enoagb  of  this.  I  ooght  not  to  reason  on 
sn«h  a  question  on  the  floor  of  this  body.  Before 
the  representatives  of  what  are  proudly  called  so- 
vereign States,  Shan  it  be  said  or  iosinoated,  with- 
out Kbnlie,  that  the  people  of  those  States  have 
b««a  iefloeaoed  in  their  highest  act  of  sovereiiniy 
by  the  exchange  of  London?  Is  there  money 
enough  in  London  and  Paris,  In  Holland,  or  the 
combined  wealth  of  Europe,  to  bribe  the  voters 
who  decided  the  recent  election — to  govern  (heir 
suffrages,  when  great  principles  of  Oovemment 
and  civil  liberty  are  to  be  discussed  and  decided! 
Then  have  I  miscalculated  the  virtue  of  my  conn- 
tr/nea. 

But  if  the  gold  of  Brittth  bankers  did  operate 
with  such  a  deadly  ard  resistless  power,  it  mast 
have  been  somewhere,  and  can  be  pointed  out,  I 
ask  where''  In  what  State  of  the  Union?  Was  it 
10  ludianat  or  Ohio!  or  Delaware?  or  Vermont?  or 
Maasaebusetia!  or  Connecticun  or  Rhode  Island? 
or  Oeoriia?  or  New  Jersey?  or  was  it  in  Missouri? 
or  which  of  the  States  was  brooght  to  its  vote  by 
indueace  from  the  London  Exchange?  Let  ns 
have  some  specificatibn.  And  if  no  single  Sale 
be  Mned,  then  I  put  it  to  Senators,  and  ask  them, 
oa«  by  one,  to  say  whetber  it  wa?  their  State  that 
WW  "bought  np  by  foreign  capitalists?  Was  it  in 
yanr  State?  or  yonrs?  or  yoni^  No;  no  stock* 
joMiing  combinations  could  ever  accomplish  a  po- 
litical revolution  such  a^  has  changed  the  faoe  of 
this  eotire  laad.  I  hare  no  belief  in  any  such  de- 
giadrog  of  persons  or  my  country.  I  plan  I  my- 
self upon  the  intelligence,  the  honor,  Ihe  virtue,  of 
the  American  people,  and  I  believe  them  far  above 
the  reach  of  any  aneh  influences. 

I  do  Dot  believe  the  proposed  scheme  as  lo  the 
lands  will  operate  at  alt  to  remove  fr«m  our  deli- 
banuions  bet«  (he  struggle  of  party  opinions.  If 
things  have  reached  that  point,  or  if  we  are  servile 
and  money  bought,  we  had  better  ft  odcc,  give  op 
the  Rspablic  to  the  spoiler.  It  is  aot  worth  s'rag- 
gMng  for,  if  it  had  beaome  already  so  corrupt  as 
■iNh  argumenu  assume.  Let  each  Senator  apply 
them  to  ha  own  Simte,  and  is  he  think  (hem  me- 
rilsd,  let  him  be  content.  Bat  as  applied  tu  me 
aad  to  mine,  I  repel  them  with  indignatioa. 

I  have  now  concluded  what  I  have  to  tay  in  re- 
gard to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Sooth 
Oarolina. 

Tke  antPBdtMDt  proposed  by  the  hoMNrable  Sa- 
Mior  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cwrnuiour]  comes  ° 


next.    I  have  already  expressed  some  of  my  opi- 
nions in  regard  to  that.    But  I  now  repeat  the  ex- 
pression of  my  hearty  ooocarrence  in  a  part  of  his 
amendment.    I  have  said  thai  I  might  be  induced 
(o  go  both  for  pre-emption  and  graduation,  pro- 
vided they  are  connected  with  distribution,  bat  I 
mast  have  dinribution;  and  even  then  the  gradua- 
tion and  ths  pre-emption  must  be  carefully  gnardetL 
I  am  not  satisfied  with  his  proposition  in  this  re- 
spect.   It  gives  too  much  land.    If  the  pre-emp- 
tion be,  indeed,  intended  for  the  poor  man,  half 
the  amount  he  proposes  to  allow  is  amply  sufiicient. 
I  go  on  the  presumption  that  the  fact  in  ibis  respect 
is  as  it  is  presumed  lo  be  by  the  law.    Nor  am  I 
satisfied  with  a  limitation  of  the  pre  emptive  right 
to  persons  not  worth  a  thousand  dollars.    I  am 
willing  ihat  the  poor  man  should  possess  a  roof  and 
a  hearthstone  that  he  may  call  his  own,  especially 
such  as  have  had  to  strurgle  with  adversity,  but  I 
go  on  the  ground  that  there  should  be  no  distinc- 
tion as  to  properly  in  any  of  our  legislation..    It 
should  be  the  act  of  the  man,  and  not  his  property, 
that  should  form  the  ground  of  distinction.    Oive 
a  privilege  tu-iay  because  a  citizen  is  not  worth 
one    thoQsand,    and    tc-morrow    yon    may    and 
will  make  it    tea,  imd  the    next   day  twenty — 
or  you  may,  which  is  more  probable,  reverse  it,  and 
deny  a  privilege  beeanss  he  is  too  poor.    EV]aal 
Itwj — equal  privil.-ges  nnder  the  laws,  and  equal 
rights,  for  rich  and  poor — ^for  poverty  and  wealth 
>-evenfor  profligate  idleness  aad  thriving  industry 
— are  the  principles  of  onr  system— Ihe  theory  of 
onr  institution; — the  broad  and  immoveable  basis 
of  the  religion  we  profeis  and  the  liberty  we  would 
cultivate.    1  am  not  willing  to  depart  from  it  for 
any    temporary    expedieaoy— or    any    ingenious 
theory.    If  it  tie  right  to  give  the  settler  on  the 
pnblic  lands  a  preference  in  the  purchase,  let  htm 
have  it  withuut  connliog  the  number  of  dollars  in 
hii  pocket — witbaut  telling  him  your  poverty  jus- 
tifies your  nation 'schaiiy,  or  is  the  reasoo  of  your 
nation's  justice.    Tempt  not  yoor  citizens  to  maks 
pretence  of  poverty  that  they  may  acquire,  by  gift, 
either  privileges  or  wealth.    It  is  not  a  fit  principle 
to  guide  our  Irgislatian.    Aod  yet,  Mr.  President, 
I  must  vole  for  this  amendment  of  my  fneod  (Mr. 
Cbittehden)  from  Kentucky,  because  his  proposi- 
tion contains  two   objects:  (he  dittribution  of  the 
proceeds  among  the  Slates  and  thi>  modified  pre- 
emption— and,  by  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  cannot 
have  tbem  divided.    I  will  take  both,  for  the  pre- 
sent, in  preference  to  the  bill  of  the  committee,,  or 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  CiLBooN,]  and  will  endeavor,  in  the 
final  action,  to  separate  them,  and  establish  what 
better  iuits  my  view5  on  ihis  point. 

Having  submitted  my  views  ef  the  amendments, 
I  have  reached  the  bill  of  the  committee,  and  in 
what  I  have  le  offer  in  regard  to  it,  I  hope  to  be 
brief.  Its  pariicular  provisions  have  already  been 
examined  by  several  Senators,  and  it  is  therefore 
(he  less  necessary  (bat  I  should  dnell  upon  Ihem. 
I  could  not  make  them  more  clear  than  (hey  were 
made  by  the  S.!nator  from  Coanectieut  on  my  left, 
[Mr.  HnaTiNOTOii,]  whose  argument  I  hold  to  be 
unanswerable.  I  yield  (o  it  my  assent,  and  need 
noi,  and  shall  not,  attempt  to  repeat  it. 

To  the  simple  principle  of  pre-emption,  as  such, 
and  connected  with  no  trespass  on  the  rights  of  the 
counuy,  I  have  no  great  objection.  I  can,  at  least, 
content  myself  to  submit  to  it  if  it  be  properly  re- 
gulated. But  here  is  a  bill,  calling  iltelf  a  pre- 
emption bill,  which  holds  out  a  thousand  millions 
of  acres  of  land  as  a  lure  to  tempt  all  people  on  the 
face  of  this  wide  world  to  come  and  seize  it.  It  is 
a  bill  without  limit  in  point  of  time,  and  almost  as 
illimitable  in  point  of  territory — wholly  without  re- 
striction as  to  color,  race,  or  country.  The  Afri- 
can, the  Indian,  the  Hindoo,  the  Austrian,  ihe  Ros- 
sian,  the  Spaniard,  (he  Frenchman,  the  Eoglish- 
man,  all  are  alike  invited  to  come  and  lake  a  portion 
of  oar  soil  and  at  once  become  American  citizens, 
and  receive  a  title  to  land  which  can  never  be  rt- 
called.  Nay,  we  are  so  anxiotu  to  give  away 
these  lands  ihat  vre  ofiTer  them  lo  infants  of  the 
age  of  eighteen,  who  cannot  make  a  contract,  under 
our  laws,  but  whom  we  propose  to  free  from  the 
iron  control  of  parental  authority.  When  we  pui- 
ehased  the  largest  portion  of  this  same  territory, 
and  were  bound  by  solemn  treaty,  oar  supreme 


law,  to  recognise  and  protect  the  rights  of  the  in- 
habitants, we  refused  all  claims  to  titles  obIcm  the 
claimant  was,  when  the  right  wai  acquired,  ihe 
head  of  a  family  or  twenty-one  years  ofaee.~-3 
Laws,   653.    Our  liberality  grows  apace,  in  ow 
zeal  for  pre-emptions— onr  justice  is  not  asiaipid  in 
its  motions.    We  are  quite  ready  to  admit  for  tha 
whole  race  of  man  what  we  denied  to  thoae  im 
whose  favor  the  obligations  of  right  and  w€tef 
were  presented.    Who  makes  this  graaO    'Whn 
issues  this  irrevocable  proclamation?   The  Qoveo- 
menU    I  would  suggest  to  you,  sir,  if  it  be  not,  at 
least,  a  plausible  idea,  that,  when  the  Govrmmaat 
thus  grants  land  to  an  individual,  and  he  lake* 
possession  of  it,  the  very  act  does  not  make  him  a 
citizen,  aad  no  subsequent  escheat  can  interrupt  hi* 
possession.    Bat  I  do  not  stop  to  discuss  this  point. 
This  bill  is  in  violation  cf  all  the  principles  of  all 
Ihe  laws  in  regard  to  the  public  lands  which  lUs 
Qovarnment  has  ever  passed.    In  1807,  when  tha 
"gnat  apostle  of  Democracy,"  who  is  quoted  by 
some  gentlemen  mnch  as  the  ancients  quoted  ih« 
responses  of  iheir  oracles,  was  in  the  Piesideatial 
chair,  a  bill  was  passed  directing  the  Exeeaiive  t» 
carry  the  laws  for  ihe  protection  of  the  lands  of  iha 
Indian  and  national  domain  into  effect;  a»i,  if  iha 
settlers  refused  to  submit,  to  use  the  tone  of  tha 
(Government  in  removing  them.    On  what  priaci- 
ple  of  that  act  is  the  present  bill  founded?    I  know 
that  it  was  imputed  to  that  apostolic  Chief  Magja- 
trata,  as  he  has  been  irreverently  called,  Ibai  wAea 
he  urged  the  passage  and  gave  his  asaeat  to  the 
law,  he  bad  bis  eye  on  the  Bauore  at  New  OileaM, 
and  wished  a  pretext  for  removing  the  rtaiswim, 
bat  that  I  I'id  not  believe.    I  was  one  of  hia  ad- 
mirers, and    was   satisfied    ihat  the   law   orifi- 
naled  in  a  conviction,  on  the  part  of  Congress,  aad 
on  his  part,  also,  that  the  public  domain  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  was  not  to  be  trampled  upon  and  plunder- 
ed.   Snbsrqarntly  and  under  peculiar  cireumstaa- 
ce;,  Iha  inhabitants  of  Lower  Louiaiaaa,  and  abe 
of  Kahokia,  Kaskashia,  and  one  or  two  oibet  «•!• 
tlements,  were  granted  pre-emption  rights  to  tha 
lands  they  held.    On  what  grounds?     Thoao  ia 
Lower  Louisiana  had  taken  poasessioB  of  thdr 
lands  in  virtue  of  grants  and  public  doeamenla 
from  Ihe  Government  which  had  ruled  them;  bat, 
owing  to  some  defec  s  of  title,  they  were  unable  lo 
enforce   their  right.     The  country  passed  into  out 
hands,  and  became  subject  to  our  Qovemmesu 
These  people  were  not  pre-emptioners  in  any  aeaae 
now  given  lo  the  term.    They  had  not  rushed  apoa 
their  lands  without  pretence  or  color  of  title,    "nej 
settled  in  good  faith,  thinking  they  bad  a  valid  title 
to  the  lands  they  oocnpy.    So  in  relation  to  the 
Kaskaskia  settlers.    They  were  the  snbjeets  of  a 
foreign  Government,  and  had  b'en  upon  their  lands 
for  a  long  coarse  of  years.    They  had  improved 
their  possessions,  and  accumalated  around  them 
the  comforts  of  life,  and  the  Government  resolved 
that  it  would  not  disiorb  them.    This  was  joat  and 
right;  but  these  people  bad  not  gone  upon  Und  in 
violation  of  law,  and  taken  possession  of  it  by 
bnildiog  a  log  cabin,  or  planting  a  potato  patch. 
All  our  other  pre-emption  laws  were  influenced  by 
cnnsideratioos  wh'ch  operate  on  the  jadgmeat  and. 
justice  of  a  Government  '  In  all  year  laws,  yen 
have  said  that,  up  to  a  given  day,  and  under  eer- 
tain  specified  circumstance;,  aeltlera  who  had  poa- 
sessed  themselves  of  your  land  should  be  protected, 
and  hold  at  the  prices  for  which  you  were  willing 
to  sell  it.     But  what  do  you  say  here?    Come  onr, 
come  alL     (}ome  from  the  four  comers  of  the  earft 
and  with  the  foor  winds  of  heaven,  settle  on  onr 
public  domain,  and  take  a  quarter  section  of  laad 
to  the  reward  of  your  merit.    But  this  is  not  aO. 
If  eight  or   ten  seize,  together,  upon  one  quarter 
section,  they  may  spread  themselves  over  all  the 
adjoining  land,  till  they  have  each  got  a  quarter 
section.    You  send  forth  a  procbunatioa  to  the 
houseless,  the  homeless,  the  unprincipled  of  the 
world,  and  throw  open  to  them  all  the  public  land 
of  all  the  Suites  of  this  Union.    While  I  speak 
thus,  I  must  not  be  considered,  and  will  not  anMait 
lo  be  repiesentad,  as  saying  harsh  and  unkind  things 
of  (hose  who  are  called  pre-emptioners.    I  have 
hardens  enough  to  bear,  without  (his  addition  of 
false  and  grouBdleta  aocnsstions.    I  admit  iheae 
settlers  to  be  as  upright,  correct,  and  virtnona,  in 
regard  to  other  matter*,  na  Oieir  fellowxitiveis, 
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tbODgh  I  do  not  tbiak  lliem  rigtil  in  thun  seizing  the 
proprrty  of  others.    I  am  ready  to  concede  to  tbem 
equal  merit  witb  others,  save  m  this — they  have, 
heretofore,  violated  the  laws  ot  their  country,  and 
yoa  now  offer  to  bribe  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
globe  to  imiiaie  then.    Bat  while  I  will  do  them' 
the  amplest  justice,  I  cannot  conitent  lo  sit  bete 
tnd  hear  it  said  that  ihey  are  men  of  more  perse- 
Terance,  iadostry,  enterprise,  virtue,  and  patriotism 
than  those  whom  they  have  leA  behind  them  in  the 
M  Stales,  or  that  the  negro  of  Africa,  ibe  lazaroni 
of  Naples,  and  the  serf  of  Kassia,  have  such  me- 
rit*, and  may  be  rewarded  a^  our  expeose.    I  am 
not  willing  to  hear  these >  perpetual  contrasts  be- 
tween the  people  of  the  old  and  the  new  States.    It 
is  constantly  rang  in  oar  ears  that  pre-emptioaers 
are  men  of  great  intelligence  and  enterprise — quite 
the  gaardiani  of  the  eoantry.     Indeed  1    Where 
did  ihey  gel  their  intelligence^    And  if  of  more 
virtae,  where  did  Ihey  acquire  ii?     Of  more  devo- 
ttion  to  their  country— on  what  theatre  did  th^y 
learn  this  extra  ultra  patriotisinT    That  they  un- 
derstand the  prinotples  of   civil  liberty  better — • 
where  did  they  get  their  knowledgel    Who  are 
they?     They  are  either  foreigners,  coming  here 
froKi  lands  of  despotism,  or  they  are  descendants 
of  the  men  of  the  Revolation.    If  they  com*  from 
abroad,  why  shall  I  admit  their  superiority  over 
men  bom  amidst  the  blessiDgs,  and  imbued  from 
their  cradles  with  the  love,  of  civil  liberty?    I  ad- 
mit no  such  thing.    But  if  they  are  the  descendants 
of  the  men  of  the  Eevolution,  bow  came  they,  by 
soeb  exclssire  and  pecaliar  virtue?    No;  when  I 
admit  their  equality  with  others,  I  admit  every  thing 
which  can  be  justly  demanded.    Above  all,  I  am 
not  ptepared  to  acknowledge  that  thew  settlers, 
either  past  or  fiitnre,  are  men  of  such  pre-eminent 
excellence  that  I  am  bound  to  submit  to  a  wrong 
perpetrated  on  me  and  mine  in  order  to  reward 
them.     I  do  not  admire  snch  contrasts.    What 
right  have  the  people  of  Illinois  over  the  people  of 
Delaware  or  New  Jersey  which  authorizes  us  losay 
to  them,  Yon  have  so  much  merit,  that  we  will 
talce  the  properly  of  the  people  of  those  States  and 
give  it  to  yoo?    I  hold  it  better  and  more  just  to  act 
apon  the  principle  that  the  people  of  liie  several 
States  stand  all  on  one  eommon  platform,  and 
make  provisions  which  shall  apply  equally  lo^lbem 
all- 
There  is  another  idea  which  has  been  advanced 
here,  to  which  I  can  never  yield  assent.    It  is,  that  ' 
we  are,  now,  at  that  point  ia  the  hiitory  of  these 
lands  where  we  eojny,  for  the  last  time,  the  oppor- 
tanity  of  acting  on  them  freed  from  c')mpalsioo; 
and  if  they  are  not  now  ceded,  they  will  very  soon 
be  seized.    I  have  said  that  thi)  was  not  an  argu- 
ment properly  addressed  to  the  judgment:  but  what 
kind  of  argument  is  it  to  the  feelings  of  an  equal 
and  an  honorable  man?  To  equal  sovereign  Siateisl 
Cfentlefflen  say,  in  substance,  "We  shall  soon  pos- 
S68S  the  balance  of  power  in  the  vallty  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  then  we  can  vote  you  down,  and,  then, 
we  will  have  the  land  with  your  consent  or  with- 
out it."    If  this  were  true,  what  sort  of  argument 
is  it  to  address  to  me,  as  an  independent  ^nator, 
staniling  here  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  to  my 
Stale?    I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  true.    I  am  not  at 
all  alarmed  by  the  threat.    In  tbe  first  place,  they 
will  not  have  the  balance  of  power  in  the  valley 
of  the  Mississippi,  but,  if  they  should,  they  will 
find,  on  this  point,  a  divided  empire.    I  do  not  ad- 
mit that,  because  they  may  have  a  majority  of 
numbers,  therefore  political  power  must  be  oa  that 
tide  of  tbe  mountains.     There  are  many  o'her 
things  which  go  lo  make  up  political  power  besides 
mere  members.    And  among  them,  f<Nr  I.  cannot 
pause  for  a  fall  enumeration,  are  there  not  the  ad 
vantages  and  influence  of  commerce  and  the  means 
of  protecting  that  commerce?    The  coanection  and 
ready  intercourse  with  other  nations  who  control 
ibe  interests  of  the  civilized  world?    Fifty  millions 
of  freemen  may  live  and  prosper  in  the  great  val- 
ley  between  the  Alleghany  and  Rocky  Mountains; 
but  if  they  do,  they   will  not  form  an  exclusive 
Chinese  Empire,  bat  will  seek  avenues  to  and  con- 
nection with. those  who  can  unite  with  them  in  pro- 
motiog  their  interests.    Have  not  the  fastnesses  of 
their  barrier  mountains  beta  already  broken  open^ 
theit  ravihes  made  streams  for  transportation,  their 
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frosty  sum  mi  IS  iron  pssswaya  for  tbe  farmer,  the 
miner,  tbe  manufactorer  lo  traverse  with  the  pro- 
ducts of  his  labor  lo  the  marts'  where  that  labor 
mar  best  find  iis  recompense?  They  will  not  rely 
on  ih»  month  of  the  Mississippi  alone,  bat  on  every 
bay,  stream,  and  harbor  of  the  Atlantic  coast  - 

In  my  opinion,  if  this  Union  latts,  no  tean  will 
ever  see  tbe  centre  of  power  a  hundred  miles  west 
of  PiUsburg.  I  say  to  these  aspiring  States,  yon 
cannot  get  the  political  power  of  this  coanlry.  But, 
if  yon  do,  it  is  an  unfounded  idea  that  all  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi 
mast  be  tribnt^ry  to  such  notions  in  regard  to  the 
public  lands.  Where  is  Ohio  now?  Where  will 
Indiana  shortly  be,  when  there  comes  lo  be  a  new 
State  beyond  Missoun?  Even  notr,  Indiana,  by 
her  Legislature  and  her  Senators,  refases  to  accept 
your  bribe  of  the  public  lands.  And  thus  you  will 
go  on  and  find  that  as  fast  as  new  empires  rise  in 
the  extreme  West,  just  so  rapidly  will  other  Stales, 
now  n:w,  b«  passing  over  into  the  condition  and 
acquiring  the  interests  and  feelings  of  old  Slates. 
Your  threats  about  seizing  tbe  public  lands,  be- 
cause yon  will  have  the  ba'anee  of  power,  if  ad- 
dressed to  me  as  a  persuasion  lo  cede,  tbem  to  you 
BOW,  I  value  as  nothing.  I  do  not  believe  that 
yonr  power  to  get  possession  of  those  lands  will 
ever  be  greater  than  it  is  at  this  moment.  Hour  by 
hour,  ax  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  Michigan,  and 
Wiskonsan,  and  Iowa  become  settled,  so  also,  hour 
by  hour,  will  other  Stales  wheel  into  line,  and  !>tand 
with  as  on  the  great  question  of  the  public  domsin.- 
When  I  hear  gentlemen  proclaimiag  to  as,  in 
threatening  lonef ,  that  this  question  must  be  settled, 
that  Ihey  will  soon  get  the  pnwer,  and  then  they 
will  do,  not  what  they  eoppose  to  be  wrong,  but 
what  I  do,  it  gives  me  no  alarm.  Do  Ihey  remind 
me  that  Wi<konsan  will  soon  be  a  Stats,  and  will 
add  weight  to  their  side  of  the  balaoee?  I  look  at 
Ohio,  and  lemember  that  she  is  at  our  end  or  the 
beam.  Do  they  ihreaten  me  with  Iowa?  I  look  at 
Indiana.  Do  iliey  point  to  the  Far  West?  I  point 
them  to  the  whole  slope  on  this  side  the  Mississip- 
pi. At  every  hour  they  mast  lose  more  than  they 
gain.  I  am  therefore  unconcerned  on  this  point  of 
force.  But  suppose  they  were  able  to  pat  their 
threats  in  execution,  I  hold  the  right  of  the  old 
States  to  the  public  lands  lo  be  unquestioned  and 
unquestionable;  and  if  asked  to  surrender  that 
whole  domain,  I  say  "Come  and  lake  it."  If  I 
must  surrender  it,  I  had  rather  surrender  it  to  the 
pressure  of  yonr  power,  than  tamely  give  it  up  un- 
der alarm  at  yoar  threats. 

I  have  bat  a  word  lo  .say  as  lo  the  idea  that  this 
Government  does  not  possess  the  power  to  enforce 
its  own  laws,  to'protect  iu  own  property,  to  perform 
its  duty  as  iraslee.  It  may  be  so;  bat  is  it  wise 
to  proclaim,  in  the  ears  of  a  listening  world,  that 
our  boasted  institutions,  and  this  oar  American 
Union,  rest  on  such  principles  that  we  are  incapa- 
ble of  protecting  our  own  admitted  property?  I 
know,  indeed,  too  well,  that  a  spirit  of  resistance  to 
law-has  riseti,  within  a  few  years,  far  beyond  the 
point  II  had  ever  attained.  The  historian,  if  faith- 
ful, will  trace  it  to  the  last  twelve  y«rs  of  our  an- 
nals. I  know  that  there  are  men  who  are  for  tak- 
ing all  power  and  judgment  into  their  own  handx, 
and  who  supposed  thai,  under  the  indnescc  of  pas- 
sion and  interest,  ihey  can  decide  better  a  m)  more 
wisely  than  our  judicial  tribunals,,  and  have 
higher  auinoriiy  than  the  Jaws  of  the  land.  But  I 
trust  the  hour  has  not  yet  come  for  annonncing 
thai,  i'J  America,  the  Qovemment  and  the  laws 
are  not  strong  enough  lo  snforce  the  rights  of  the 
nati'n-against  individuals.  I  hope  it  is  not  so.  I 
wonld  ask  Senators  from  those  Stales,  and  I  wish 
them  10  an'.wer  ihe  question,  not  to  me,  but  lo 
themselves,  would  you  prevent  oar  own  citiz<>ns 
from  going  to  settle  on  such  portions  of  Ms  land 
as  now  belong. to  yoar  Slates?  Are  your'State  (Go- 
vernments so  weak,  so  broken  down,  that  they  «an- 
not  prevent  ibi.^?  Where  yonr  States  have  had 
large  tracts  given  them,  for  works  of  internal  im- 
provement, or  for  other  objects,  do  yon  protect 
your  own  land,  or  do  you  noi?  And  if  J  on  do,  is  it 
right  to  come  here  and  say  lo  us  "We,  the  Stale 
Governments,  are  abundantly  strong  to  protect  onr 
lands,  bat  you,  the  Government  of  the  Union,  are 
I  atierljr  powerless  lo  protect  yonrs?"    It  is  demand- 


ed of  us  that  we  shall  pass  pre-emption  laws  as  an 
act  of  justice  to  the  new  States.  These  States  hold 
large  tracts  of  land,  which  are  their  own;  will  their 
Senators  be  good  enough  to  show  me  ihe  pre-emp- 
tions laws  lliey  have  pa«>ed?  Or  do  they  think  it 
is  well  enough  to  arge  this  policy  upon  us,  while 
ihey  repudiate  it  themselves?  How  much  stronger 
would  their  argument  be,  if  they  conld  say,  "This 
thing  is  right  in  principle,  and  yon  see  we  prkclise 
it  ia  onr  own  case?"  Bat  is  it  so?  If  a  pre-emp] 
lion  law  which  is  lo  affect  my  land  is  a  good 
thing,  why  would  it  not  be  as  goiod  if  it  aSeeied 
theirs? 

I  hare  one  mote  objection  to  urge.  I  /eel  strong 
repugnance  to  that  feature  which  calls  men  of  all 
nations  to  come  and  take  a  part  of  onr  public  do- 
main. The  invitation  is  loo  broad.  No  matter 
what  elime^a  man  may  inhabit;  no  matter  what 
hue  a  Souibern  sun  may  have  bamt  upon  his  fea- 
tures, if  he  is  in  the  form  of  man,  he  is  inviied> 
And  it  is  now  claimed  for  the  States  that  they  may 
make  him  a  ciiizen  at  what  time  and  on  what 
term*  they  please.  I  have  not  read  in  the  history 
of  oar  Rervolationary  straggle,  in  tbe  Articles  of  the 
C!oafedeTBiion,  or  in  the  Federal  Constitation,  aay 
thing  which  holds  ont  to  foreigners  a  bribe  to  eome, 
nor  jastifiet.  the  Slates  in  making  them  «or  fellow- 
citizens  at  their  pleasure.  These  doctrines  are 
new,  but  Ihey  fit  raefa  ether,  -and  united,  lead  to 
consequencss  which  demand  that  we  paase  and 
refl-:  o(.  Why  hold  oat  stich  offers?  Do  we  need  an 
army  el  foreigners \o  come  among  as  because  we'are 
incapable  of  managing  onr  ownoffaira?  orbectase 
they  are  men  of  better  political  and  moral  princi- 
ples? or  that  they  may  protect  us?  I  repeat  here 
what  I  said  as  lo  pte-emptioner«.  I  will  not  be 
thrown  into  the  position  cf  one  who  is  an  opponent 
of  foreigners.  None  of  the  miserable  slang  oa 
that  subject  on  apply  to  any  portion  of  ay-  life. 
The  question  here  is  not  as  lo  the  terms  on  which 
we  ^hall  admit  them,  but  as  to  the  wisdom  of  thus 
inviting  them,  and  to  the  power  lo  admit  them  as 
citizens.  Iiis  not  whether  they  shall  pass  throagh 
a  probation  of  five  years  or  of  ten  years,  or  whe- 
ther a  simple  oath  of  allegiance  alone  shall  place 
them  in  the  possession  of  the  privileges  and  ander 
Ihe  obligaiions  of  citizenship.  But  who  has  a  right 
to  say  what  the  terms  of  admission  shall  be?  Yoa 
invite  them  lo  lake  your  land  in  Illinois;  can  Illi-. 
nois,  as  soon  is  they  get  possession,  say  they  shall 
h«ve  the  right  of  suffrage— be  citizens  of  that 
Stale,  and  thus,  by  force  of  the  Constitation,  enti- 
tled to  all  the  privileges  of  citizens  in  another 
Stale?  A  Swede,  or  an  African,  who  was  never  a 
slave  in  this  country  or  elsewhere,  who  has  been 
freed,  accepts  yonr  invitation — takes  yoar  offered 
quarter  seciion — can  th&t  State  make  him  a  citizen 
of  the  Union?  Is  this  power  of  creating  tht  citizen 
lodged  in  the  Slates  or  in  the  Union? 

The  qaestion  is  not  answered  or  affected  by  an 
amendment  which  was  offered  to  that  bill,  that  if 
the  foreigner  declared  under  oath  his  intention  to 
make  ihe  land  his  home,  he  might  be  a  p^e-emp- 
doner.  It  respects  not  tbe  mere  oath  of  intention  or 
allegiance.  It  rises  higher.  Can  the  Stales  make 
a  citizen  of  the  Union?  It  was  not  so  when  we 
were  colonies.  Then  the  power  was  ia  the  British 
Crown.  The  Parliament  might  say  who  shoald  be 
admitted  to  citizenship  in  England;  bat  even  Pn- 
liameni  ireelf  could  not  declare  that  a  Frenchman 
should  be  a  citizen  cf  one  of  the  British  colonies. 
The  Crown  was  then  the  depository  of  that  power. 
And  lei  me  remark  that  there  are  few,  if  any,  of 
the  great  principles  of  American  liberty  which  are 
not  nliimaiely  founded  on  the  prerogative  of  the 
British  Crown,  as  in  opposition  to  the  powers  of 
the  British  Parliament.  The  King  prescribed  to  as 
who  should  be  admitted  as  our  fellow- colonists. 
We  gave  up  that  power  lo  the  Confederation.  Be- 
lore  that,  each  State  was  independent  of  every 
other  in  tais  respect  But  the  Confederation  was 
to  control  the  exercise  of  this  power,  lest  one  colony 
or  State  shoald,  by  admitting  whom  it  pleased,  be 
able  virtually  to  say  lo  another  colony  oriSiate  who 
thonld  be  its  citizens.  The  power  given  in  the  Coo- 
federation  over  the  subject  of  nataralizatien,  was 
intended  to  reconcile  the  confliciing  action  of  the 
Stales.  Some  received  citizens  in  one  way,  othen 
in  another.    Tbe  power  conferred  oa  the  Confede- 
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ration  may  be  found  in  1  Lawi,  14,  article  4.  The 
reasons  for  giriog  it  and  (he  diffienliies  which 
arose  under  ii,  are  explained  by  BCr.  Madison  in 
The  Federalist  I  need  not  detain  the  Senate  by 
reading  tbem. 

.  Toen  etme  the  Federal  Conktitution  which  cre- 
ated lb:  Union;  and  what  does  it  teacb?  lis  first 
words  are,  "We  the  people  of  the  United  States." 
\l/bo  were  iheyl  They  were  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales.  The  honorable  Senator  from  S  uth 
Carolina  said  he  wonid  like  to  hear  a  definition  of 
what  a  citizen  is.  I  have  no  skill  at  definitions, 
hot  I  think  I  can  describe  who  are  and  who  are  not 
eitizens.  At  the  time  tlie  Constiintion  was  adopi- 
ei,  the  people  of  the  Stales  formed  it.  The  mere 
holding  of  land  did  not  consiitnte  a  man  a  citizen, 
or  one  of  the  people  of  the  States.  A  Sta'e  may, 
if  the  pleases,  allow  an  alien  to  take  land,  and  hold 
and  transmit  it  by  her  laws,  and.  yet  he  may  not 
be  a  citizen  of  the  State  or  of  the  United  l^(«3. 
We  most  go  beyond  that.  The  moment  yon  allow 
a  man  the  power  to  vote,  the  moment  yon  give  him 
power  to  Toi«  i>i  lite  political  government,  yon 
make  him  a  citizen — one  of  the  people.  We  need 
not  go  back  to  Rome  on  this  matter.  The  man 
who  possesses  political  power,  united  to  the  com- 
mon rights  of  person  and  property,  is  your  citizen. 
He  must  owe  bis  allegiance  here,  be  subject  to  all 
duties,  possess  all  rights,  or  he  cannot  be  a  citizen 
with  us.  The  language,  "We  ■  the  people  of  the 
United  States,"  meant  such,  and  none  others.  They 
formed  their  OoTernment  for  themselves — not  for 
Englishmen  or  Frenchmen — but  for  themselves 
aJone,  and  tneb  as  they  chose  to  admit,  upon  terms 
which  they  should,  in  their  joint  capacity,  pre- 
scribe. The  power  to  prescribe  these  they  coold 
not  leave  to  the  States.  Would  you  have  Mary- 
land say  to  New  Jersey,  yoo  shah  receive  this  man 
hecanse  I  have  made  him  a  citizen]  There  was, 
therefore,  a  necessity  of  some  common  rule,  and 
the  autboiity  to  pr«scribe  it  most  be  placed  sime- 
wbere,  and  it  conld  be  placed  nowhere  bat  in  the 
common  cooncils;  and  accordingly  the  Constitution 
declared  that  Congrsas  should  have  the  power  "to 
eilablish  a  uniform  rale  of  naluralization."  Could 
it  be  nniform,  and  yet  leave  the  power  to  the  State  si 
Naiaralization  is  the  investing  of  an  alien  with  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  one  who  is  native  bom. 
Tost  is  the  whole  idea.  When,  therefore,  the  Con- 
stitution says  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  it  means 
this,  and  this  only:  Congress  shall  pre.v:ribe  the 
terms  on  which  a  foreigner,  an  alien,  shall  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  rights  of  a  native — be  one  of  "We 
the  people."  Can  there  be  a  uniform  tule  unless 
it  is  preseiibed  by  some  common  central  power, 
and  by  that  alone  1  .There  obvioasly  cannot.  The 
very  object  to  be  attained  requires  that  the  power 
should  be  vested  exclusively  in  one  body,  in  the  Fe 
deral  Government. 

I  hold,  therefore,  the  Constitution  of  Illinois  and )-« 
much  of  the  Constitution  of  Michigan  as  undertakes 
to  admit  foreigners  to  citizenship  to  be  null  and  void 
— a  violation  of  the  compact.  We  entered  into  the 
Union  on  ceruin  termo  and  conditions  relative  to 
representation,  taxation,  and  other  matters.  It 
was  necessary  for  us  to  say  who  ahonld  be  admit- 
ted as  copartners.  Bat  if  an  individual  State  may 
say  this,  the  relative  position  of  the  States  v 
changed — the  conditions  at  once  broken  and  de- 
stroyed. Illinois  admits,  we  will  suppose,  10,000 
persons  to  rote  who  are  aliens,  not  naturalized, 
whom  she  has  not  had  the  consent  of  other  States 
to  admit — what  is  the  effect  upon  New  Jersey?  It 
is  this:  that  foreigners,  strangers  probably  to  our 
principles  of  g uvemoMnt,  oar  habits,  our  interests, 
to  our  very  language,  may  outweigh  and  overcome 
the  citizens  of  New  Jeney  in  the  choice  of  a  Chief 
Magistrate,  and  in  all  the  mmMgtment  of  olf  our 
public  affairs.  Istbisfaiil  Isitrigbtl  Tbis  doe- 
trine  puts  it  in  the  power  of  certain  States  so  to 
arrange  as  that  foreigners  shall  tend  enough  to 
make  up  the  majority  of  Representatives  on  the 
floor  of  the  other  House,  and  may  decide  ibe  choice 
of  President.  The  States,  it  is  said,  are  too  wise 
and  jost,  and  will  not  do  this.  I  do  no'  say  they 
will;  bat  I  would  rather  stand  by  the  Uoioo,  and 
irosi  (he  principles  of  the  Constitalion  than  them. 
We  aurfed  that  (here  should  be  a  uaiform  rule  o 
naturalizaiioB— m  uniform  rule  in  New  Jersey  aa 


in  Michigan,  in  Delaware  sod  in  Illinois,  But  is 
the  tule  now  nniforml  No.  And  if  the  other 
Stales  should  proceed  after  the  example  set  by  Il- 
linois and  Michigan,  we  shall ,  soon  have  as  many 
rules  as  there  are  Slates.  I  am  not  willing  that 
such  an  unconslitoliooal  and  pernicious  doctrine 
shall  pass  without  giving  it  my  condemnation.  I 
insist  that  it  is  a  violation  of  ih«  Constitution. 
Read  ihe  powersgrantedin  that  instrument  to  Con-, 
giesa,  and  see  if,  where  similar  lanituage  is  used, 
the  power  is  not  always  exclusive.  Tois  point  has 
been  brought  before  the  Supreoie  Court,  and  there 
was  no  dissrnlient  voice  in  regard  to  it  I  dread 
the  consequences  of  this  doctrine,  more  especially 
when  1  see  luch  a  bill  as  this,  tempting  aliens  to 
come,  giving  thrm  oar  lands,  that  ihe  Btnlen  may 
make  tbem  citizens.  1  am  not  willing  that  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Bepresentaiires  shall  re- 
pretent  aliens,  for  in  process  of  time  aliens  may 
come  to  be  a  majority,  and  may  choose  my  Chief 
Magistrate.  This  law  may  make  them  so  nu- 
merous in  Wiskonsan  and  Iowa  ai  -to  con- 
trol your  native  vote,  and  make  laws  for  your 
Slates.  I  will  not  leave  it  to  one  Slate  to  say  that 
they  shall  be  permitted  ihn;  to  control  the  general 
Inteteiits  of  all  the  States.  Whom  may  not  rome 
of  the  Slates  make  citizens?  Cast  your  eyes  in 
certain  directions,  and  you  can  readily  see  what 
might  be  done.  And  recollect  that  the  moment  a 
State  ban  pronounced  a  man  a  citizen,  the  shield  of 
the  CoD^titoiion  is  placed  over  him  for  his  protec- 
tion, and  he  mast  be  protected  as  a  citizen,  every 
where:  in  all  the  Sia'es.  .1  entreat  gentlemen  to 
pause  before  they  establish  this  doctrine.  For  my- 
self, I  will  not  hold  out  indnce>nents  either  to  our 
own  citizens  or  to  aliens  to  come  and  take  posses- 
sion of  -our  pablic  lands.  It  is  a  proposition  ob- 
noxious lo  the  laws  and  to  the  Constitution,  and  to 
all  the  fundamental  |)rinciplfs  of  oar  Government 
and  9nion,  and  I  must  resist  it.  I  am  willing  fo- 
reigners shall  come  and  enjoy  all  the  privileges 
which  I  do — I  am  willing  to  have  them  as  neigh- 
bors and  as  friends,  and  lei  thera  stand  by  our  side 
in  battle — but  they  must  cea.%  to  be  aliens  first. 

My  doctrine  in  regard  to  these  lands  is  simple — 
neither  clothed  in  mystery  nor  connected  with  party 
politic^.  We  have  a  great  inheritance  for  us,  our 
children,  and  our  children's  children  Wv  ought 
to  preserve  it,  not  give  it  away  or  waste  it.  The 
hasty  disposition  of  it  is  not  demanded  by  our  con- 
dition. Our  population  and  our  strength  will  not 
grow  in  proportion  to  our  baste  to  part  with  it.  We 
should  have  had  our  sixteen  millions  •(  citizens,  if 
Wiskonsan  and  Iowa  had  not  been  thrown  open  to 
intrusion.  We  should  not  have  had  a  popniation 
so  near  the  Rocky  mountains  and  the  Pacific,  but 
we  should  have  had  less  cause  for  the  expenditure 
of  money,  and  more  vigor  to  resist  a  foe.  Let  us 
remember  a  maxim  of  wisdom— ;/t«/ina  Untt — and 
not  throw  over  a  reftion  which  wa  cannot  com- 
mand, a  p(>pulaiion  which  we  cannot,  nithout  dis- 
tress and  difficnlty,  protect.  Let  us  give  to  enter- 
prise and  to  the  pioneer  all  that  enterprise  and  ibe 
pioneer  may  reasonably  require,  but  let  as  reserve 
something  for  the  citizens  of  the  old  States,  who, 
when  vopnUtion  crowds,  may  there  seek  compe- 
tency and  a  home.  The  seaboard  Siaies  are  thick- 
ening in  the  fatare  years — and  years  with  nations 
are  but  as  dayy  to  individuals — (hey  will  be 
crowded,  dense,  requiring  an  outlet,  like  the  com- 
pact regions  of  Europe.  Let  it  be  found  West — 
far  West — but  siill  within  the  boundar  es  of  a  com- 
mon empire  of  free  institutions.  Use  ihese  lands 
liberally,  not  wantonly — preserve,  do  cot  squander 
(hem.  Let  the  citizen  of  the  old  States,  who 
bought  them,  look  to  ihem  as  ihe  heritage  of  bis 
children.  Thus  used,  ibcy  will  strtngtbeo  the 
Union,  and  last  while  centuries  of  liberty  roll  by. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  HUNT, 

OP  NEW  YORK, 

/n  tiu  ttovMnf  RifTeumtaiivei,  /Vtr«aryS3,1841— 

In  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 

Union,  on  the  Civil  and  Diplomatic  A  ppropriaiion 

Bill,  in  reference  to  the  proposition  submitted  by 

him  on  the  tSih  of  that  month. 

Mr.  HUNT  said  that  gentlemen  having  made 

a  motion  which  overrode  the  one  submitted  by  him 

on  Thursday  last,  defined  their  positions  and  dis- 


cussed, at  length,  matters  and  things  in  genenl 
and  that  motion  being  now  withdrawn,  after 
having  answered  the  purpose  designed  by  it,  Ihe 
question  recurred  upon  bis  own  proposition,  which 
was,  to  strike  out  ibe  pimviso  of  the  section  wadet 
consideration.  His  prupoeition  was  a  plain,  mat- 
ter of  fact,  buaiiiess  one,  and  the  remarks  be  had 
now  to  submit  were  of  an  unpretending,  Udsumsb 
character.  Tim*  had  been,  at  a  former  period 
of  the  se&iion,  when  he  had  felt  desirous  of  giiviag, 
somewhat  at  large,  bis  views  in  relation  to  dte 
course  of  policy  of  the  present  Administration,  the 
present  condition  of  the  country  and  its  fioaaces, 
and  our  future  prospectsi  the  opportunity  to  do  so 
had  not  been  given  him,  and  he  felt  that  the  time 
for  such  discussion  had  new  gone  by. 

The  cbairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means,  in  oa- 
dertaking  to  reply  to  the  greuads  upon  which  he 
had  based  the  motion,  had  been  more  oraeolar,  aad, 
as  it  seemed  to  him,  (Mr.  H.)  less  iBgenaovf 
than  was  his  wont.  With  an  apparent  air  of  tri- 
umph, he  had  asked,  how  the  geotleman  from 
New  Yoik  (Mr.  H.)  could  claim  to  be  a  friend  of 
relrenchmeni  and  reform,  while  submitting  his  pro- 
position 10  strike  oat  the  proviso  ot  the  billl  How 
gentlemen  could,  on  this  floor,  support  such  •  pro- 
position, (as  Ihe  one  to  strike  oui,)  with  the  faet 
before  them,  that  the  cleik  of  (he  Federal  Cottrtin 
the  city  of  New  York  had  received  |I8,000  per  «a> 
num}  the  district  attorney  of  the  Soathem  district 
of  New  York  |38,C00  a  yean  and  tbemarshadof 
Mississippi  §87,000  a  yearl 

And  all  this  (said  Mr.  H.)  was  put  to  theeom- 
miitce  and  to  the  country  as  news,  as  infonaaiioa 
(wmmunicated  to  this  Hou»e  for  the  first  ume  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means,  when  most 
of  it  had  been  in  possession  of  gentlemen  lor  sear 
a  twelvemonth  past 

He  (Mr.  H.)  had,  on  a  former  ooeasioa,  staled 
that  he  had  in  his  own  mind  doubted  whether  he 
had  not  better  leave  the  former  pan  of  the  provian 
standing,  that  part  requiring  quarterly  rrtorBS  of 
the  amount  of  fees  and  emelnments,  with  a  view 
of  gaiding  future  legislation;  but  upon  reflection  he 
had  fell  satisfied  that  suflScient  intormatioD  bad  al- 
ready been  received  to  enibleacommittei  to  err- 
reel  these  flagrant  abnte!>.  He  had  staled,  in  all 
sincerity,  that  should  be  be  spared  to  take  his  seat 
in  the  27th  Congrest,  the  chairman  of  the  Goaa- 
mittae  of  Ways  and  Means  would  find  him,  (Mr- 
H.)  if  not  in  advance,  at  least  by  the  side  of  the 
gentleman  in  every  legitimate  work  of  legitiatate 
reform.  And  he  shoukl  redeem  the  pledge  thus 
given.  Retienchment  and  reform  were  called  for 
by  Ibe  people— the  doctrine  was  a[eardinal  one  with 
the  incoming  Adntinistration.  But  to  cnrrect  all 
the  abases  of  an  Administration  that,  for  twelve 
years  past,  had  been  sqaandering  rhe  money  of  the 
nation  in  support  of  parasites  and  favorites^  in  de- 
moralizing the  country  and  breaking  down  its  in- 
stitutions, was  a  work,  not  of  a  moment,  bat  of 
patience,  labor,  and  time. 

The  chairman  had  said  ihat  yon  have  an  exam- 
ple of  the  sort  of  connection  proposed  by  the  pro- 
viso in  your  custom  houses  and  your  land  oiBees 
—that  the  officers  of  these  esiabli^mcnts  receive 
by  way  of  compensation  a  per  eentage  on  the  te- 
venues  collected  and  the  amount  of  lai^  sales.  Be 
it  so.  Yet'  a  very  little  tefleclion  would  convince 
th^  worthy  chairman  that  the  cases  bore  no  ana- 
logy to  each  other,  and  that  the  practice  of  Govera- 
ntent,  in  relation  to  the  collectors  of  customs  aad 
the  land  offices,  went  but  a  very  little  way,  if  any, 
towards  answering  the  objections  urged  by  him 
(Mr.  H.)  to  the  proviso  ia  qoestio(i.  Tour  laikds 
are  sold  at  the  minimum  Government  price  of  a 
dollar  aad  a  quarter  per  acre.  The  hardy  pioaccr, 
the  actual  settler,  and  the  land-shark,  the  speeaiaior, 
must  pay  this  amount,  whether  the  receiving  or 
collecting  officers  receive  any  compensation  or  not 
That  Government  chooses  lo  pay  its  collecting 
officers  by  giving  tbem  a  per  ceniage  on  the 
amounts  collected,  adds  not  a  farthing  to  the  har- 
dens of  the  purchaser,  or  to  the  pric»  of  the  lands. 
Precisely  so  is  it  with  the  customs.  The  duties  im- 
posed from  public  policy,  for  protection,  for 
conutcrvailiog  the  action  of  foreign  Oaremmeatt, 
or,  as  Southern  gentlemen  perhaps  will  prefer  sla- 
ting it,  for  revenue  alone,  ore  to  be  paid  at  all 
events.    AndththwdMlotha  N 
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etsmsed  by  giving  a  compensation  to  the  officer 
from  the  gross  amoant  collected. 

Not  so  witb  Uie  district  iittoraeys.  Wi  h  the 
exception  of  a  salary  or|(300  allowed  most  of  them, 
their  compensation  was  made  np  of  fees,  increased 
by  the  increase  of  business  done  by  ibem.  The 
chairman  had  said  these  fees  were  too  large.  Mr. 
H.  had  said  the  same,  vben  he  originally  sob* 
mitted  bis  proposition.  He  had  said  the  amonnts 
received  were  entirely  disptoporiioned  to  the  labor 
rendered;  and  whilst  he  would  allo«7  to  public 
officers  a  liberal  compensation— one  which  wonld 
command  the  talent  and  worth  of  the  coantry — he 
woald  cheerfully  nnite  in  any  well  devised 
plai)  for  releavmg  the  people,  and  thus  reducing 
the  amount  received  by  ihe^e  Federal  officers. 

Bot  the  original  bill  proposes  no  relief  to  the  nn- 
fortnnate  suitor — to  the  class  of  men,  of  all  others, 
least  able  to  bear  excessive  burdens.  No;  ao  that 
QoTeromeDt  may  but  replenish  coffers  emptied  by 
its  own  extravagance  and  profligacy,  the  poor 
may  continue  to  struggle  on  under  the  load  of  ex- 
cessive impositions.  And  this  is  the  practical 
operation  of  the  chairman's  ideas  of  reform^f 
retreoebment.  A  fair  exponent  of  the  doctrine 
preached  on  the  house  tops,  and  believed  by  acon- 
fiding  people  twelve  years  ago— ikot  a  principle  of 
which  has  been  carried  out. 

Passing  from  the  bill,  as  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  looking  for  a  moment  to  the  proposi- 
tion of  thr  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
THOitnoH,]  in  connection  with  the  other  propo* 
aition  eoming  from  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  Cats  Johhsdn,]  other  and  insuperable  ob- 
jections present  themselves.  Mr.  H.  bad  no  ob- 
jection to  the  proposition  to  place  the  Federal  offi- 
cers on  the  same  footing  with  those  of  the  re- 
spective States— let  the  tariff  of  fees  be  the  same 
for  both  classes;  but  the  two  propositions  alluded 
to,  and  which  gentlemen  of  the  Administration,  in 
their  new-born  zeal  in  the  cause  of  economy,  had 
the  pow^er  to  establish,  would  produce  the  result  of 
levying  a  duty  lor  the  Treasury  ef  perhaps  50,000 
dollars  from  the  marshal  in  the  State  of  Misvis. 
slppi,  by  one  scale  of^State  fees,  and  only  10,000 
dollars  from  the  same  officer  is  the  State  of  New 
York  by  another  and  totally  different  scale  of  fees. 
And  this  system  of  imposition  of  duties,  excises,  or 
taxes,  call  it  by  what  name  yon  please,  was  at  war 
vith  the  8(h  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Con- 
stilniioo;  that  section  provides  that  the  Congress 
shall  have  power — 

■Hat  To  lay  and  coltecl  taxes,  datiea,  impoau,  and  axciMa, 
to  paj  the  (letMa  and  provide  for  ttie  comaion  defeoce  and 
general  welfanj  of  the  United  States;  but  all  dutie^  Im* 
coala,  and  ezciaee,  elull  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
Btttoe." 

The  want  rf  uniformity  was  of  itself  a  sufficient 
objection,  in  bis  mind,  to  the  course  of  legislation 
now  proposed.    This  course  was  alto,  iii  his  opi- 
nion, (ibongh  he  did  not  profess  to  be  very  learned 
in  miee  of  order,)  opposed  to  all  orderly  legislation. 
It  was  ihrasling  into  a  simple  appropriation  bill 
ptovisions  changing  existing  laws  in  reference  to 
an  imponanb  class  of  officers;  provisions  hastily 
propounded  amidst  the   hurry  of  debate,  without 
conraltation,  without  deliberation,  and  but  ill  cal- 
cnlated,  in  bis  judgment,  to  effect  any  beneficial 
object.    If   ihis   sort   of   legislation   was   to  be 
tolerated,  we  must,  ere  long,  look  into  the  Appro- 
priation bill  for  the  civil  department  for  all  the  im- 
portant provisions  which  ate  to  regulate  the  con- 
duct of  the  federal  officers  of  the  Government. 
But  he  bad  4iot  placed  his  objection  maioly  on 
the  ground  of  order.      He  barely   noticed  that 
ground  as  worthy,  he  thotight,  of  grave  consi- 
deration. 

The  true  remedy  for  the  difficulties  under  which 
the  country  bad  for  years  labored  in  reference  to 
the  officers  included  in  the  bill  In  committee  was, 
coolly,  deliberately,  and  understandingly  to  frame 
a  distinct  bill  making  them  salary  officers,  having 
reference  to  thsir  location  and  the  business  done 
by  them,  as  ascerlaiaed  by  an  examination  of  a 
lerie  s  of  years;  or  by  a  fee  bill,  governed  in  its 
gradoation  by  tbe  same  considerations;  and  not  to 
iiutilute  a  parinersbip  between  this  Qovernment 
and  its  officers,  in  an  income  wrang  from  the  poor, 
aad  that,  too,  h/  proyjsions  such  a<>,  in  bis  opi- 
nion, would,  in  their  lesult,  leave  tbe  Qoverumeat 


in  some  of  the  States  without  Marshals,  Clerks, 
or  Diittict  Attorneys. 

Men  fit  for  the  stations  woold  not  take 
them  under  the  operations  of  tbe  proposed 
amendments. 


DEBATE  ON  THE  TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 
SPEECH  OF  MrTw.  C.  JOHNSON. 

OF  MARYLANl), 

/^  At  Hnm  of  Stprt$tntaHot$,  Ftbntary  5,  1841— 

On  the  bill  proyiding  for  au  issue  of  Treasury 

notes. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes 
to  the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars  being  under 
consideration,  and  Mr.  Babkard  of  New  York 
having  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of 
the  bill,  giving  notice  that,  if  the  motion  prevailed, 
and  a  report  to  that  effect  should  be  made  to  the 
House,  he  wonld  (hen  offer  tbe  following  resoln- 
tion : 

Raolved,  That  the  eubjeci  of  making  provieion  for  the  wanu 
of  the  Treaaurr  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee  of  Wajra 
and  Meani)  with  Inatrucliona— 

Flrat.  To  bring  in  a  bill  authorising  the  Seereiacjr  of  the 
Treaauiyto  borron  ten  million*  of  dollan  on  the  credit  of  the 
Government^  and  to  iieue  bonds  or  scrip  therefor. 

Second.  To  bring  in  a  bill  imposing  duties  for  additional 
revenue  on  wines,  silks,  linens,  spices,  and  other  articles^  be- 
ing lozutles,  im|>orted  into  the  United  States;  but  in  such 
manner  as  not  to  conflict  with  the  principle^  policy,  and  spi- 
rit of  the  act  of  Ifarch,  1833,  commonly  oOed  'nheOsmpto- 
miae  Act." 

After  Mr.  Adams  had  concluded  bis  animated 
speech, 

Mr.  WILLIAM  COST  JOHNSON  of  Mary- 
land rose  and  obtained  ihe  floor,  but  was  re- 
quested by  Mr.  Wise  to  yield  it  for  a  short 
explanation. 

Mr.  Wise  having  concluded  his  remarks  in  re- 
spoi^se  to  Mi.  Abahs, 

Mr.  Johnson  proceeded  by  saying  that  bis  pur- 
pose in  gaining  the  floor  was  not  to  continue  the 
exciting  and  personal  dijcnssicn.  When  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  yielded 
the  floor  to  bim  for  an  instant,  he  had,  if  be  might 
be  allowed  to  use  the  cant  expression  of  the  day, 
defined  his  position;  and  he  donbted  not  that  it  was 
fully  comprehended,  notwithstanding  the  intended 
sarcastic  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts. He  would,  however,  say  that  it  gave  him 
no  distress  of  mind  to  he  classed  wiih  those  who 
thought  that  their  character  and  their  honor  were 
worth  being  preserved  and  protected.  Whilst  the 
gentleman  rebuked,  with  so  much  severity,  the 
consequences  which  grow  out  of  pergonal  discus- 
sions and  sssanlts,  %vbo  was  there  so  fond  as  him- 
self in  generating  what  he  denounced?  In  the 
whole  range  of  his  observation,  (Mr.  J,  said,)  he 
knew  of  no  one  who  seamed  more  to  take  as  a  mo- 
del and  a  study  tbe  striking  characteristic  of  "Tarn 
O'Shanter's  wife"  than  that  gentleman — "of  nursing 
his  wrath  to  keep  it  warm."  He  did  not  envy,  nor 
would  he  discass  the  propriety  or  morality  of,  such 
a  course;  but  would  proceed  biiefly  to  explain  his 
main  object  in  claiming  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

[Mr.  P.  F. 'Thomas  here  asked  Mr.  JoaNsoN  to 
give  way  for  a  motion  that  tbe  committee  should 
rise.  Mr.  J.  said  he  would  as  willingly  conclude 
what  he  had  to  say  that  evening  as  in  the  morning; 
but,  as  he  was  willing  to  consult  the  pleasure  of 
the  committee,  he  would  yield  the  floor  the  motion. 
The  motion  was  made  and  the  committee  rose.] 

Tne  nckt  day,  when  the  House  went  into  com- 
mittee, Mr.  Johnson  resumed  and  said  that  bis 
purpose,  when  he  reached  the  hall  this  morning, 
was  to  occopy  not  more  than  five  or  ten  minutes  of 
the  lime  of  tbe  committee,  and  then  to  move  that 
the  committee  should  rise  and  report  the  bill 
and  amendments  te  tbe  House,  but  he  found 
the  House  had  resolved  to  continue  the  dis- 
cussion in  the  committee  tiniil  seven  o'clock 
this  evening.  He  would  still,  however,  be  very 
brief  and  general  in  his  remarks,  as  he  had  pre- 
pared no  data,  and  it  was  the  fartheit  from  bis  p«- 
pose  to  make  a  set  speech.  He  should  not  do  so 
because  he  had,  from  the  commencement,  been  op- 
posed to  tbe  scope  of  the  whole  discussion.  He 
was  appo,<ed  to  it,  because  he  foresaw,  or  tboogbt 
he  foresaw,  in  its  incipiency,  that  there  was  no  ob- 
•  jeet  of  public  and  permanent  good  to  t>«  attained — 


that  the  whole  discussion  was  thrown  open  merely 
for  argumentation.  He  believed  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  session,  that  the  party  which  controls 
in  this  ball— tbe  Administration  party  proper — 
meant  to  do  nothing,  studiously  inteaded  to  do 
nothing,  of  a  salutary  and  nsefal  character,  be- 
yond tbe  necessity  of  passing  the  usual  appr^riap 
tion  bills.  That  they  meant  to  adopt  no  mnasure 
of  general  relief  for  the  suffering  eooatry — ^were 
for  allowing  the  session  to  pass  throngh  in  profit* 
less  debate,  and  were  for  throwing  the  whole  ra- 
sponsibiliiy  of  every  public  measure  on  the  Admi- 
nistration which  is  quickly  to  succeed  them.  Under 
this  full  aad  firm  conviction  he  was  imwilliitg  to 
trespass  on  the  attention  of  the  committee,  or  waste 
time  which  might  much  more  properly  be  devoted 
to  the  consideration  of  private  bilte,  and  measares 
which  eonld  not  be  tortured  into  party  question*. 
But  if  there  was  one  solitary  member  of  the  com* 
mil  tee,  of  either  of  the  two  great  political  parties, 
who  believed  it  to  be  tbe  intention  of  the  eommittee 
to  act  tlefinitely  on  tha  question  before  thtm— on 
any  great  measure  of  public  policy— any  gcnenl 
system  of  finance — any  enduring  and  abiding  mea- 
ture  of  uaiional  utility,  he  should  be  most  happy 
to  know  who  that  member  was,  and  be  would  ae- 
knowledge  lie  had  done  that  member  at  least  in- 
justice  in  forming  the  condttsion  to  which  he  had 
arrived.  If  (said  Mr.  J.)  I  thought  that  this  eom« 
mittee  meant  or  inteoUed  to  take  np  for  final  ae- 
lion  the  great  questions  of  the  day,  I  should  be 
among  the  first  and  the  most  anxious  to  see  it  done, 
and  if  my  public  duty  should  admonish  me  to  give 
my  views,  I  should  do  it  most  cheerfully. 

Mr.  J,  said  he  wonld  not  go  into  a  diseossion  of 
the  bill  immediately  before  the  eommittq|,  in  rela« 
tion  to  issuing  of  Treasury  notes,  because  he  had 
given  hit  views  on  the  subject  in  sessions  gone  by. 
At  the  extra  session  of  Congress,  he  vas  the  fiist 
who  give  his  opinions  on  the  subject,  and  he  did 
Bot  feel  disposed  to  renew  or  repeat  them.  It  was 
enough  to  say  that  be  bad  from  the  commeneemeBt 
opposied  the  whole  plan  and  system  of  Trtasory* 
notes.  He  had  voted,  at  the  extra  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  subsequently,  against  tbe  emission  of 
Treasury  notes,  and  meant  to  do  so  again.  No 
amendment  of  the  bill  could  elicit  bis  support  or 
veti:  for  it.  He  went  against  tbe  measure  tiMn  be* 
cause  he  thought  it  uaoonstitutional,  and  he  had 
seen  nothing,  heard  nothing,  to  change  his  opinion. 
If  he  bad  a  doubt  upon  his  mind  as  to  Ihe  power, 
be  should  not  vole  for  tbe  measnie,  becaose  tlie 
Constiiaiiun  points  out  two  other  remedies  fat 
every  emergency  to  which  the  Ghivemment  is  stib* 
ject  in  its  fiscal  operations.  It  is  declared  in  the 
Constitution  that  Congress  shall  have  the  power  to 
borrow  money  and  to  raise  revenue  fh>m  cnstoms. 
Ha  would  go  for  a  direct  loan  to  meet  the  instant 
emergenc) ;  be  would  have  gone  for  it  at  tbe  extra 
session,  and  he  would  go  heart  and  band  for  a  mo* 
dification  of  tbe  revenue  laws,  that  the  revenue  of  the 
Government  might  be  made  adequate  to  meet  the 
liabilities  of  the  nation.  He  woold  most  eheerf ally 
advocate  and  support  these  two  measoies,  at  the 
same  moment  and  in  tbe  same  bill.  But,  as  he 
bad  avowed  bis  belief  that  the  Administtation 
meant  to  do  nothing  for  the  permanent  polieyof 
tbe  nation,  he  was  willing  that  the  responsibility 
should  fall  on  the  Administration  in  relation  to  the 
measures  which  it  may  either  carry  forward  or 
omit;  and  be  wonld  not  leap  in  advance  of  this 
Adminittraiion  to  place  himself  in  tbe  van  of  the 
next.  He  should  let  this  Administration  pass 
throngh  all  its  course,  ds  its  own  work,  as  it  has 
power  to  do,  in  its  own  way,  and,  when  the  next 
comes  into  power,  it  can  take  its  latitude  and  de- 
parture—can move  forward  with  a  knowledge  of 
the  past,  and  with  a  full  hope  of  the  fatue  to 
speed  it. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  was  not  in  his  seat  when  the  dis- 
cussion commenced,  and  had  not  beard  two  or 
three  speeches  made  early  in  the  debate;  yet,  in  re- 
lation to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Babvaud,)  who  had  moved  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause  in  the  bill,  for  the 
purpose  of  offering  an  amendment,  ^hich  is  now 
on  the  table,  to  wit,  that  revenue  shall  be  raised  by 
a  duty  on  luxuries,  taking  tbe  pr^aution  not  to  in- 
terfere with  Ihe  oompromise  act,  whilst  he  vonM 
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noi  go  into  •  ^seamion  of  the  qaestion,  ertn  thus 
pMttiUfed,  he  would  give  an  opinion  so  far  as  to 
aay  that  he  would,  With  great  eherrfohiess,  vote  for 
it.  Bat  he  did  not  ezpeot  to  be  calif  d  on  to  do  ihic, 
for  the  eomiBittee  woald  ncTOf  take  a  vole  on  the 
rabjeei;  w,  if  it  went  to  the  Home,  it  wonld  never 
be  passed  npon  at  this  session.  Bat,  having  alladed 
to  the  itropoeition  of  tbegeatl^man  from  New 
VMt,  he  ftlt  ddled  upon,  as  an  aet  of  jnstice  to 
him,  to  say,  that  an  impntAtion  made  the  other  day, 
that  the  plan  was  concocted  io  the  darlr;  was  a 
sabtle  and  eanvaned  scheme,  the  result  of  caaeu 
or  hidden  deliberation;  that  it  was  a  secret  spring 
to  mtiap  the  Sooth,  for  the  purpose  of  imposing  a 
Ugh  tariff  of  protection,  was,  in  every  respect,  on- 
fonndrd  and  gronndless.  The  gentleuian  from 
Mew  York  [Mr.  Babmabd]  had  sabmiiud  bis  pro- 
portion  to  him  j  and  he  [Mr.  Jchmsom]  had  candidly 
gtrea  him  his  opinion,  which  was,  that  it  would  be 
aeeless  aad  nugatory,  that  it  might  lead  to  discm- 
sien,  bat  no  conld  be  anticipated  from  i',  as  there 
wonid  b«  no  vote  taken;  and  ihe  gentleman  declared 
at  the  time,  that  be  woald  move  it  as  his  own  indi- 
vidaal  oninion,  and  that  he  meant,  whilst  on  the 
floor,  to  debate  it  as  his  own  proposition. 

Mr.  HtmT  of  New  York  here  rose,  and  Mr. 
JeaaaoR  gave  way  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  Hmrr  said  he  had  desired  speaking  upon  the 
bill  w>w  in  committee,  bat  bad  hitherto  failed  in 
gwtiag  the  floor;  and  after  the  ord«r  which  had  been 
read  this  momiBg,  to  take  die  bill  out  of  committee 
ataevcn  this  evening,  he  did  not  feel  any  ditposition 
to  itniggle  farther  for  the  floor — he  conld  not  nn- 
dertake  to  speak  by  a  stop  watch.  He  would, 
ilierefore,  now  only  say  a  word  in  reference  to  a 
premineqt  topic  Introdneed  in  this  debate.  He 
alladed  to  the  tariff.  And  his  sole  object  was  to  dis- 
abase,  so  far  as  in  his  power.  Southern  gentlemen 
whom  hefUt  eonfident  wished  not  to  deceive  tbem- 
salves  or  others  on  this  subject.  Mr.  H.  said  be 
represented  one  of  the  largest,  wealthiest,  and  most 
flenriihiBg  maaafactnring  districts  in  the  State  of 
Kew  York,  and  be  wi^rd  to  «ay  for  thai  district 
aad  himself,  that  amongst  the  intelligent  and  pa- 
nriotio  men  of  that  district  engaged  in  mannfactnres, 
there  was  no  disposition  nor  desire  to  interfere  in 
the  slightest  degree  with  the  spirit  of  the  compro- 
mise act.  In  the  revision  of  oar  tariff  laws,  which 
most  soon  (at  all  events)  take  place  in  refereoee  to 
the  reventies  neeeseary  to  carry  on  the  Government, 
his  constituents  would  desire  nothing  which  the  pa- 
triotic statesmen  of  the  South  wonld  themselves 
tonsider  objectionable. 

-  Mr.  Joamoir  coBiianed.  He  was  very  glad  to 
have  heard  the  remarks  which  had  just  fallen  from 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  although 
Ms  tllosioa  iras  to  a  different  gentleman  from  that 
State.  He  was  e»pecially  happy  to  bear  what  had 
beSD  said,  as  it  convinced  him  the  more  in  what  he 
IMS  abont  to  say  to  those  of  his  friends  from  the 
Soath  who  have  been  so  extremely  captions  on 
the  question  of  the  tariff,  that  they  have  done 
dM  movn  of  the  proposition  alladed  to  injustice, 
and  he  believed  tlut  whole  region  of  country  in- 
JOBtiee.  Batwhilehehad  doubted  the  advantage 
of  introdacing  the  proposition  at  this  time,  he  would 
ray,  as  one  livingeontbof  Mason^and  Dixon's  line, 
that  ha  approved  of  the  measure — thoueht  it  wise 
and  statesmanlike;  and  if  he  thought  the  eommii- 
lee  was  in  a  temper  and  mood  to  go  into  an  ex- 
amination of  the  merits  of  the  qaeittlon,  he  wonld 
offer  an  argument  in  its  support,  lie  differed  from 
•omeof  I& Southern  friends,  who  were  se  excited 
OB  the  qnestioD.  Hexliffered  from  them— first  in 
priitciple,  and  next  in  policy.  He  differed  from 
them  m  prineiple,  because  he  thought  ihe  whole 
ciitir«  qaestion  one  proper  and  flt  to  be  talked 
•bottt,  to  be  disenssed,  reasoned  on,  ezamrned,  and 
decided  apon.  He  thought  it  fit  and  proper,  in  the 
Legislatorp  of  the  nation,  that  all  questions  of  po- 
iWoal  cmisideration — all  qneslions  of  vast  national 
■MMSent,  if  within  the  scope  and  jnrisdiciion  cf 
Amgress,  shonld  be  calmly  met  and  deliberately 
diseBSsed.  He  differed  with  many  of  bis  Southern 
frieads  in  the  policy  of  tbeir  course,  becaiiie,  as  the 
woakast  portion  of  the  Uoion  in  numbers,  they 
dto«M  aoi  force  a  collision  with  the  North  when 
Ike  North  has  shown  no  disposition  to  urge  a  pro- 
laatlve  tariff,  and  i*  wlllinc  that  the  spnit  of  the 


cmpromise  should  be  the  basis  of  a  new  adjust- 
menl  of  the  revenu*  laws.  Are  not  the  apprehen- 
«ions  of  some  Sonlhern  geDtlemeo  appeaseti  by  the 
disclaimer  made  the  other  day  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cushino,]  and  by  a  si- 
milar disclaimer  just  made  by  tbe  gentleman  from 
NewYorkI  Let  it 'be  remembered  that  these  gen- 
tlemen represent  the  strongest  and  most  npnlent 
mannfaciiitiDg  .districts  in  their  respective  States. 
They  have  both  stated  that  the  alarm  «hich  iias 
been  sounded  is  unfounded,  and  that  they  are  wil- 
ling to  meet  the  South  on  a  proposition  in  confor- 
mity with  the  Compromise  ac>;  and  if  the  people  of 
the  South  say  that  they  prefer  a  revenue  adequa'e 
to  the  wants  of  the  Qoveroment  shall  be  raised  by  a 
tax  on  luxuries,  not  interfeiing  with  the  compro- 
mise act,  they  are  willing,  and  will  go  hand  and 
heart  with  them.  This  has  all  been  said,  and  yet 
we  find  gintlemen  on  ibis  door  not  only  endeavor- 
ing to  fan  ap  the  fires  which  have  been  exhausted 
in  years  gone  by,  but  thsolutely  to  fret  tbe  cold 
ashes  into  beat  and  flames. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  would  again  ask  those  gentlemen 
who  commend  this  course  of  action,  whether,  as 
Southern  men,  they  are  cither  wise  or  judicious  in 
thus  tryine  to  force  the  people  of  the  North  iato  col- 
lisiont  What  pretence  had  they  to  do  io,  when 
the  North  saiH  to  them,  adopt  your  own  plan  and 
we  will  go  with  you}  ]s  there  a  State  in  the 
whole  South  which  can  asK  more  tbanthist  Is  there 
one  thai  is  so  anxious  for  strife  a^  to  hoist  the  war- 
flag  when  it  has  no  enemy  to  encounterl 

Mr.  J.  said  he  had  not  been  present  when  the 
debate  commenced,  having  been  detained  from  tbe 
House  by  indl''pobition.  The  firvt  speech  whirh 
he  had  heard  was  from  his  friend  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, [Mr.  Tbompioh.]  It  was  as  pe*eb  so  re- 
plete witB  argument,  yet  so  simple  and  clear  in  itself 
— so  full  of  practical  wisdom — that  he  subscribed 
most  cheerfully  to  its  temper  and  its  reasoning.  He 
would  not  attempt  to  repeat  the  arguments,  because 
it  would  be  but  to  weaken  and  diiut;  ibem;  and  to 
dwell  upon  tbdr  force  would  be  but  to  turn  the 
prism  to  give  varied  tints  and  more  blended  hues 
to  the  primitive  color*,  without  adding  to  their  num- 
ber or  their  beauty.  He  heard  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Nisbet,]  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Rrbtt,]  and  to  bis  sys- 
tem of  direct' taxation.  His  arguments,  al^■o,were 
complete  and  conolusive;  and,  as  a  Southern  man, 
be  most  cordially  gave  bis  assent  to  them — both 
to  their  spirit  and  their  letter.  They  had  been 
attempted  to  be  me',  but  not  in  the  spirit  in 
which  they  were  offered,  nor  on  their  meri's 
^but  had  been  tortured  by  every  gentleman  who 
had  attempted  to  answer  them.  First,  by  as- 
suming that  tbe  argument  was  in  favor  of  a  tariff 
of  protection,  whirh  on  the  cnntrsry  it  repndisted; 
and,  secondly,  by  asserting  ihat  the  North  wished 
to  force  a  high  protective  tariff  upon  the  South, 
wfaich  the  Northern  members  openly,  and  again 
and  again,  have  disavowed.  Failing  to  excite 
others,  gentlemen  have  themselves  become  excited; 
bat  be  would  predict  that  the  excitement  weald  be 
confined  to  that  hall.  It  would  meet  with  no  re- 
sponse from  the  refluent  voice  of  public  opinion. 
Gentlemen  warn  the  South  to  be  alarned.  Why? 
for  what?  Becattse  the  Northern  members  say,  in 
adjusting  a  great  national  question,  ibey  wish  to 
consult  with  the  South.  Is  this  more  than  they 
have  a  right  to  du7  Is  it  more  than  they  ought  to 
dc7  Yet  are  we  appealed  to  to  stand  by  our  arms 
— to  attack  we  know  not  whom,  and  to  fight  for 
we  know  not  what !  He  bad  himself,  in  the  short 
ecurse  of  his  life,  met  with  so  many  real  dangers, 
that  he  could  not  afford  to  be  so  prodigal  of  his 
con  rage  as  to  expend  much  of  it  upon  intangible, 
if  not  imaginary,  difficniiies.  He  could  not  return 
home  among  his  constituents  and  awaken  Ihe 
echoes  of  his  native  mountain  with  thn  bugle  note 
of  alarm,  or  excite  the  peaceful  and  industrious  in- 
habitants of  the  rich  vales  aud  green  slopes  with 
Arebodings  of  evil.  Were  be  to  do  so,  they  would 
rei^ard  him  as  wild  as  "the  goat  upon  the  hills." 
The  time  was  when  the  South  w^  excited  on  the 
question  of  the  tariff,  partly  by  tbe  measure  itself, 
and  partly  from  political  considerations — there  was 
great  hostility  to  the  measure,  and  no  little  to  ita  ad- 
vocates.   In  that  excitement,  other  qaestiOBS  and 


other  interests  were  merged,  for  perhaps  he  oagjht 
not  to  say  sacrificed.  The  great  grain-growin|; 
and  tobacco-growing  interests  of  his  own  rrgioa 
were  lost  sight  of  in  a  discussion  for  years  aboat 
raw  cotton  and  manufactured  fabrics.  It  was  them 
said,  if  you  will  bat  destroy  this  onerous  and  op- 
pressive measure  of  Government — if  yon  will  alto 
quite  destroy  the  Odious  and  frightful  monster,  the 
Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  we,  who  have  bcea 
crumbed  into  the  dust,  as  my  friend  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  Alpobd]  said  the  other  day,  the  cotton  inta- 
rest,  will  revive — Southern  hopes  and  Soaiheis 
prosperity  will  then  bloom  again — the  cotton  ial^ 
rest  will  rear  up  its  drooping  head  amidst  the  de- 
luge of  national  oppression,  abd  another  Eden  will 
present  itself  bright  and  joyous — the  wfaclv  Soath 
will  be  made  rich,  wealthy,  and  prosperous. 

Mr.  Chairman,  (said  Mr.  Johvsow,)  I  nnat  be 
pardoned  if,  in  making  these  hurried  remarks,  I 
draw  the  memory  of  the  committer,  and  especially 
those  from  the  cotton-growiog  region,  for  one  in- 
stant, bark  to  the  slate  of  things  which  existed  at 
the  time  to  which  I  have  alladed,  and  which  have 
since  occurred. 

[Mr.  Alford,  of  Georgia,  hrre  rose,  and  asked 
his  friend  from  Maryland  to  give  way,  to  enable 
him  to  offer  a  word  of  explanation.  My  friend  (said 
Mr.  A.)  having  alluded  to  me.  I  embrace  (his  o^ 
portunity  to  make  a  short  explanation.  I  am  tnily 
gratified  to  see  the  spirit  of  compromise  tint  pre- 
vails here  this  morning,  in  regard  to  the  tariff  ques- 
tion, and  to  see  our  Northern  friends  agree  to  com- 
mit themselves  to  the  Compr*mi.-<e.  And  I  would 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  with  all  his  con- 
tempt for  what  some  others  from  the  South  liave 
said,  what  hs  thinks  it  is  that  has  produced  this 
spirit  of  compromise  in  this  Housel  The  gentle- 
man from  New  >ork  [Mr.  BiRNiBo]  cenaialy 
made  a  strong  remark  in  regard  to  a  protective  ta- 
riff, whep  be  said  he  hoped  this  nation  would  maka 
such  a  tariff  as  would  afford  some  protection  to  ilie 
manufacturer  of  tbe  North.  That  was  and  is 
strong  langoegp,  and  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
bnd  will  certainly  admit  the  fact,  even  now  pub- 
lished in  bis  primed  explanation  in  the  National  In- 
telligencer, while  every  word  of  mine  and  of  tbe 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisa]  has  beensop- 
presi^ed.  I  again  say,  lam  happy  to  fee  tlie  s]»til 
which  prevails  here  now;  and  if  gentlemen  had 
comu-itted  themselves  at  first  as  distinctly  as  now, 
it  wonld  have  spared  me  the  trouble  of  saying  one 
word.  And  I  stated,  as  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land will  remember,  that  tbe  prodneiioBs  of  his 
district  are  very  different  from  those  of  mine. 

Mr.  Barniro  desired  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land to  allow  him  tbe  floor  for  one  moment.  He 
said  it  was  not  of  any  great  consequence  to  repeat 
what  he  bad  already  stated;  bat,  as  recent^  tbe 
whole  course  of  debate  has  tended  xo  a  misappre- 
hension of  what  he  had  at  first  said  in  referenee  to 
the  bill,  hp  would  now  say  that,  durbig  the  whole 
course  of  his  remarks  on  that  octasioa,  be  did  not 
utter  one  word  in  the  least  degree  ineoasistenl  with 
the  remarks  made  yesterday — not  oai  word — and 
he  wonld  beg  leave  to  read  a  single  sentenee  ftoai 
those  remarks: 


■T  hope  that  dutlea  on  hnporti  will  be  ao  impoMd— pn  _ 

g,  u  1  hope  mar  be  done,  without  Mciifiring  aorcnat  ■»■ 

Uoiial  inierael,  the  policy  or  the  Compromiie  Act.    That,  while 


we  ehall  have  revenue  enoogh  \o  meet  the  eoonomiatl  wante  oi 
OoverDment,  the  rich  (hall  not  ^«<»pt  taniion  by  receirioc 
their  liizutiee  free  of  dutiee,  llw  pooreluUl  be  retiered  fnoi  n- 
due  and  hear/ burdeni,  and. the  iodiHtry  ef  the  coaaxtj  atell 
be  proiecied  frum  the  injarioui  polity  aiid  nwamirea  of  IbtaBi 
legiBlation." 

These  remarks  (continuid  Mr.  BAKRaao)  are 
reported  with  great  accuracy,  aad  the  oalv  one  is 
given  in  which,  speaking  of  the  future  and  not  of 
the  present,  a  misconstruction  conld  arise:  jet, 
upon  this  slight  foundation,  liad  a  monotaia  of 
misapprehension  been  reared. 

Mr.  JoHHBON  said  he  should  not  go  into  any  in- 
vestigation of  the  Act  whether  the  dfeelaimer  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massacbosetls.  ]Mr.  Cnsnnra,] 
ti)  which  be  had  alluded,  was  made  before  or  sab- 
sequent  to  the  speech  of  his  worthy  friend  from 
Georgia.  His  impression  was,  that  the  disclaiaier 
was  made  prior  to  tbe  lemarks  of  die  genUemka 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Alpjiio.] 

Mr.  CdshiKo  begged  leave  to  say  lliat  it  was  cor- 
rect, as  has  been  Saggested;  that  hn  rtmailca  \ 
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made  prior  (o  those  of  Uie  bonerable  genileman 
fron  Georgia,  and  whilst  np  be  would  add,  that 
there  might  be  no  roisaBderstasdiag  in  regard  to 
bis  remarks,  that  whatever  might  b«  the  pieeite 
meaniDg  of  the  Compromise  act,  was  a  very  se- 
.  rievs  qaesfion,  mnch  moftied  in  that  House.  As 
to  llni,  he  said  noihiog:  of  coarse,  saying  ooibing 
as  to  what  may  be  the  precise  import  of  the  Cum- 
promiae  act,  be  could  not  have  ODderlakeB  to  say, 
a»d  did  not  now  say,  whether  be  adlmred  to  it  as  a 
•pacific  compact.  What  be  then  said,  what .  be 
now  says,  is,  that  be  was  for  porsning  a  spirit  of 
moderation,  compromise,  and  eoaoiiiation  on  this 
sobjeet,  and  did  not  asir,  as  bad  been  stated,  for  an 
Mttraragant  protective  tariff. 

Mr  ALroao  said:  He  allnded  more  pirticalarly 
to  the  gentleman  from-  New  York,  [Mr,  Hi;iit,] 
who  bad  but  recemiy  givei.  an  ezplanatioB. 

Mi.  JoHnoK  resumed,  and  said  he  should  not 
yield  the  floor  agaio,  unle^8  some  remark  which  he 
might  make  should  render  an  explanation  necessa. 
ly;  but  b*  would  ask  the  grntleisaB  from  Massa- 
,  tdiasatis,  if  be  would  permit  him,  whether,  by  bis 
present  remarks,  he  meant  to  qoalify  or  vary  bis 
remarks  made  the  other  day,  and  published  in  the 
Inteiligeneerl  > 

Hi.  Cobhiim  said:  lo  no  respect,  in  either  letter 
or  spirit. 

Mr.  liiticiOLM  said:  My  coUtkgae  sptiJu  tot  his 
eonstltoentr,  and  not  mine. 

Mr.  JoHKSoif  eontianed.  That  tlie  original  pro- 
position  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  may  be 
distineily  vnderstood,  he  woald  ask  the  Clerk  to 
read  that  portion  of  it  which  ailodes  to  the  plan  of 
raising  revenue,  and  lo  the  Compromise  act.  It 
was  then  read  ax  follows: 

"Secood.  To  briog  in  a  bill  inocKing  diHlw  for  addhiooal 
revenue  od  maea,  biIIu,  Uoena,  ana  spices,  and  other  articlea, 
Iwing  luxuries,  Imported  into  tlie  United  States,  but  in  sucli 
liwniMr  as  nut  to  conflict  with 'ttio  principles,  pulley,  and  spirit 
0/  tike  act  of  Moroti,  1833,  commonly  called  *the  Compromise 
Vet'" 

Mr.  JoRNSON  said  (bat  bis  object  in  requiring  the 
reading  of  the  proposition  was  10  revive    ibe  re- 
eellection  of  the  committee,  and  show  (hat  there 
was  no  hidden  mystery  in  it,  no  plap  or  object  to 
create  a  high  tariff,  or  to  distarb  the  Irgiiimaie  in 
tention  of  the  Compromise  ael;  and  though  tbe  ia- 
teriupticns  which  he  had  encountered  for  explana- 
tions had  kept  him  mbch  longer  on  the  floor  than 
he  expected  or  desired,  yet  he  mnst  express  his  gra- 
tification at  (he  frank  avowal  of   bis  friend  from 
Qeorgia,  [Mr.  Alforo,]  and  was  pleased  to  find 
that  that  gentleman's  apprehensions  were  removed 
since  he  had  first  taken  the  floor.    He  disclaimed 
any  purpose  to  excite  feeliag  or  prejadice  in  any 
quarter  ef  the  Union,  and  if  any  thing  he  had  said 
had  been  felt,  it  was  not  owing  to  the  temper  or 
motive  in  which  it  had  been  uttered,  but  to  the  truth 
of  the  remark  itself.    No  one  approved,  Mr.  J. 
8aid,more  than  he  did,  of  the  zeal  with  which  the  gen- 
tleman fVom  Georgia  always  defended  bis  position 
and  the  interests  of  hij  State;  but  the  very  feelings 
which  actuated  him  should  convince  him  that  the 
right  of  opinion  and  discussion  i^bonld  be    allowed 
to  other  gentlemen  who  represented  other  tnleresis 
on  rtiis  floor — intere&ts  which  Were  not  aDtagoaisti- 
cal,  bmfar   more    harmnninas  and    homogeneons 
than  some  members  believed.     His  object    in  in- 
viting attention  to  tbe  past  was  lo  understand   bel- 
ter tbe  present,  so  that  the  policy  of  Ibe   Govern- 
ment could  be    wisely  directed  to  tbe  future.    It 
watffor  that  purpose  nlobe  that  he  h:td  alluded  to 
to  the  state  of  facts  which  had  existed    bnt    a  few 
years  ago,  and  tbe  arguments   then  urged.    These 
he  wished   to  contrast    with  the  present   stale  of 
things,  and  desired  that  gentlemen  would  reconcile 
and  explain  them,  so  that  be  might  vote  nnder- 
sundingly,  and  conceive  aright  the  existing  and 
fUtnre  course  of  policy  to  be  pnrstied  in  legislating 
fyt  tbe  whole  country.    To  this  end, -and  with  this 
view,  he  was  going  to  show,  when  he  was  inteN 
Topied  by  hie  friend  from  Georgia,'  [Mr.  ALroan,] 
that  at  the  time    of  the   high   excitement,  a  few 
years  ago,  in  tbe  South,  we  had  a  National  United 
States  Bank  and  a'  uriff— that  it  was  then  nrged 
that  these   were    ihe  causes  of  great  opprevston  to 
tbe  cotton-growing  interests.    Now  the  facts  which 
he  wished  to  present  were  those  drawn  from  tbe 
report  of  the  Secielary  of  ihe  Treasury  in  1836, 
pMbe  rabjeet  ef  ooiunii  by  rcooliitioii  of  Congresi» 


and  from  Furtan«'s  sticks.  In  1801,  ilie  amount 
of  cotton  exported  from  the  iCTaited  States  was 
about  twen  y-one  millions  of  pounds,  aod  it  gradu- 
ally increased  until  1836,  when  it  amounted  to  four 
hundred  and  twenty-two  or  three  millions  of 
pounds.  For  ihe  greater  portion  of  that  lime  tbe 
bank  existed  and  the  tariff  was  in  force,  and  during 
all  that  long  period,  with  all  ihe  vicissitudes  of 
commercial  fluctuation  and  misforinne — all  the  in- 
cidents of  exchanges  and  currrency,  the  Secretary 
of  tbe  Treasury  informs  Congress  that  the  average 
price  of  ooilon  was,  from  1801  to  1836,  sixteen 
cents  per  pound.  He  al~o  states  ihat,  at  ten  cents 
per  pound,  the  culture  of  cotton  afforded  a 
good  proflt  to  tbe  producer,  and  the  authority  to 
which  be  had  referred  will  show  that,  within  that 
period,  after  paying  all  the  expenses  of  labor  and 
production  aad  investment,  over  and  beyond  a  pro- 
fitable regular  business,  at  ten  cents  per  pound,  tbe 
cotton  planters  realised  a  profit  of  upwards  of  six- 
ty millions  of  poands  sterling. 

Bnt  the  United  States  Bank  has  been  destroyed, 
the  tariff  has  almost  entirely  faded  away  by  the 
graduating  Compromise  act,  and  how  stands  the 
price  of  cotton  now?  Has  it  averaged  since  1836 
sixteen  cents  per  poundl  Does  it  sell  ai  this  mc- 
ment  for  half  that  price?  We  all  know  that  it 
does  not.  Mr.  J.  said  be  would  be  pleased  if  some 
gentleman  would  explain  the  cause  of  tbe  present 
low  price  of  that  important  staple.  Caa  they  re- 
concile the  present  low  prices  with  tbe  sophistry 
of  "the  forty  bales  theory." 

[Mr.  Thoiwpsoi)  of  Mississippi  here  said  that  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  to  tbe  price  of  eotton  between  1833  and 
1833.] 

Mr.  JoRHSON  responded,  that  it  was  not  his  pur- 
pose to  dwell  on  details,  bnt  he  spoke  of  general 
prnposiiions  and  manifest  facts  He  knew  that 
tbe  price  of  cotton  variM  between  those  years,  and 
that  it  varied  between  the  year  1801  and  1836;  that 
sometimes  it  ros:  as  high  as  twenty-five  and  thirty 
cents;  but  be  was  speaking  of  the  average  price  as 
given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasttry.  He  was 
anxioBs  to  see  conclusions  drawn  by  others  from 
the  facts  which  he  had  presented,  as  these  facts  for- 
cibly impressed  his  mind  with  the  belief  that  the 
qaestion  of  revenue  sbonld  be  settled  by  calm  rea- 
son, and  not  by  impassioned  ileclamaiion,  ad- 
dresred  to  tbe  fears  rather  than  to  the  understand- 
ing of  tbe  committee.  He  did  not  mean  to  un;e  a 
protective  tariff,  but  was  most  strenuously  opposed 
to  a  system  of  direct  taxation  on  the  part  of  tbe 
General  Government,  and  tbe  only  plan  to  obviate 
it  was  to  raise  revenue  from  importations.  He 
was  free  to  avow  that  he  was  in  favor  of  such  a 
modification  of  the  revenue  laws  as  would  supply 
sufficient  means  to  support  all  the  legitimate  wants 
of  the  Government.  As  a  Southern  man,  he  was 
unwilling  that  the  interests  of  tbe  South  should  be 
made  subservi'nt  to  the  rapid  growth  of  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Norlh,  bnt  he  had  no  apprehensions  of 
lbi«  nature.  Tbe  factories  of  tbe  North  stand  on 
existing  laws,  and  are  sufficiently  protected  and  es- 
tablished to  go  on  thtm»elveR,  without  legiMaiive 
protection.  The  manufactures  of  fie  North,  who 
are  well  eitablishe d,  desire  no  protective  tariff — 
they  are  too  sagacions  to  request  it — because  it 
would  invite  cooi  petition,  and  bring  new  capital 
and  labor  to  compete  with  them.  The  increased 
supply  would  prodnee  increased  competition  in  the 
market,  and  the  consequences,'  which  always  fol- 
low, of  reduced  prices.  They  know  this,  and  will 
not  ask  you  for  a  high  protective  tariff.  The  next 
proposition  for  the  aid  of  the  Government  to  pro- 
tect manufactures  will  come,  not  from  the  north  ef 
Bdaryland,  but  fVom  the  south,  if  it  come  at  all — 
from  the  hills  of  Virginia,  from  the  iron  and  coal 
regions.  The  people  of  those  regions  may  in  lime 
begin  to  examine  whether  it  would  not  be  better  for 
their  interests  to  encourage  the  establishmnt  of 
factories  at  home  than  to  depend  upon  the  work- 
shops of  Europe— rather  than  pay  for  the  labor  of 
the  North,  the  profits  of  the  manufacturer,  tbe 
charge  of  transportation,  and  tbe  gains  of  the 
wholesale  and  retail  merchant.  These  inquiries 
may  arise  in  those  regions  of  tbe  Sooth  where  the 
raw  material  is  in  a  state  of  crude  nature— where 
the  water  etni^s  acr<  not  as  yet  inierraptedi  as  tt 


the  Nortb,  ly  factories,  bnt  where  they  flow  on  to 
tbe  bosom  of  the  ocean,  as  tin  impeded  as  when  the 
morning  star  first  r^oiced  in  tbe  east  Yon  may 
find  that  ihe  people  of  Virginia,  ay,  even  Viiginip, 
may  see  in  lime  that  they  shoald  like  to  be  placed 
under  tbe  same  protection  that  other  portioiis  of  the 
country  have  been — that  they  ihonld  like  to  sea  all 
the  dormant  capital  quickened  into  power  and  use- 
falness.  He  should  not  urge  tbem  to  ask  a  protec- 
tive taiiff;  f('r  while  the  interests  of  the  North  do 
not  require  it,  the  feelings  of  the  Soath  are  not 
ready  for  it.         , 

Mr.  J.  said  be  believed  ihe  pet^le  of  Ike  South 
were  in  advanoe  of  their  poliliciaM.  The  eettoB 
region  may  find  that  Texas,  with  her  genial  elinata 
and  fertile  soil,  may  enter  into  formidable  oompett- 
tioa  in  tbe  cotton  market;  and  they  who  are  now  so 
loud  against  protection,  awty  look  with  more  ealffl- 
ness  on  questions  of  political  economy.  He  had 
seen  factories  of  cotton  at  Lynebbtug,  and  mana- 
facturfng  establishments  at  Riehnoikd.  Thvaoal, 
iron,  and  water  power  contignoaB  may  yet  dere- 
lope  nniold  wealtb.  Coal  aad  iron  in  its  vicinage 
gives  Wales  its  wealth  and  prosperity;  and  what 
American  but  frets  that  this  nation  siiottld  pay 
to  England  alone,  daring  tbe  last  ten  yean, 
eighiy-£ve  millions  of  dollars  for  tbe  sii^la  arU- 
ele  of  iron?  an  amouat  equal  to  what  the  Pre- 
siden,  computes  to  be  tbe  entire  amoont  of  goU 
and  silver  in  this  oeantry,  though  be  did  not  be- 
lieve- there  were  fifty  mUlioiu  oi  spiecie  in.  the 
nation  at  this  time.  That  tbe  cotton  interest 
in  the  South  is  depressed  is  most  true,  aad  no 
one  was  more  anxious  than  himself  to  see  it  fton- 
riiih.  Bnt  direct  taxation  would  not  accelerate  its 
embarrassment,  beca'ose,  .by  tbe-C<astitiiiion,  the 
slavebolding  region  would  bavp  m^t  to  pay.  The 
^old  mines  of  tbe  South  give  bat  little  wealth  to 
'  the  nation,  and  be  was  the  last  man  to  urge  a  peo- 
ple to  be  gold  hunters.  When  Spain  abandoned 
her  workshops,  and  expelled  tbe  Moers,  who  were 
her  best  mechanics,  she  bnilt  np  factories,  with 
bordering  nations,  whi<di  gave  them  wealth  in  conk- 
merce  and  men  in  war.  The  immense  aatoant  of 
bullion  whidi  was  brought  her  by  the  discovery  of 
the  new  world,  and  her  extended  commerce,  conld 
not  make  her  independent;  all  tbe  goM  and  silver 
which  her  colonists  dug  up,  and  all  the  baUton 
which  was  extorted  from  h«r  conquered  provinces, 
wete  insufficient  to  pay  oiher  nations  for  those  vary 
luxuries  and  articles  with  which  she  onoe  supplied 
all  Bntope;  and,  gradually  degencratiog  from  that 
time,  Spain  has  become  what  she  is  now— iho 
crambling  corner  of  a  once  mighty  empire.  What 
was  tbe  best  mode  of  supplying  the  wants  of  the 
Government,  was  the  tr«c  qaeaticn  to  be  oonsider- 
ed.  Other  questions  which  mi^  arise  were  j^si 
dental — ihe  balance  of  trade  for  instance,  inyolT> 
ing  in  intelf  the  question  of  eurreney.  He  would 
not  go  into  an  exaAinaiion  of  these,  becaose  he 
wanted  ittformation  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
Treasury,  and  ito  one  could  give  him  that  know- 
ledge, for  no  two  agreed  upon  the  subject.  J3e 
would  not  take  a  step  in  the  dark,  and  wbilo  he 
bad  no  light  he  wonld  pause.'  When  a  preinin- 
tioo  for  ptoteelien,  direct  or  incidental,  shall  be 
presenttd,  it  wUl  be  time  enoagh  to  disenss  it;  hot 
be  wits  free  to  confess  that  be  was  apsiona  to  see 
agtieattare,  mannfaaiwes,  and  eommerstv  advasee 
band  in  hand  ia  this  nation.  We  aannot  bs  peps- 
peroos  withoat  Asir  high  advancement;  ^d  he  bs- 
heved  that  tisM  wotrid  prove  itant  manofiKtans 
were  as  importaai  to  the  Seaib  as  to  the  North.;.  In 
the  South,  they  would  giiw  gttaisr  independenoa  in 
lime  ef  peace,  and  in  time  of  eommoiioa  within, 
or  war  withoat,  they  wonld  give  ihe  assoiaae^  of 
proteetion  to  onr  iiaiitntions.  Even  in  Xuiopia, 
where  its  best  wisdom  is  borrowed  from  Plato^ 
Commonwealth,  Six  Thomas  Mooie,  in  ibis  J|mw 
WmI  of  a  hapliy  people,  would  have  them  iilt>the 
land  aad  pnisae  tbe  nteehaaie  arts  by  tarns,  Rifl- 
ing the  popalation  in  regnhtr  rotation  front  town  to 
eoantry.  He  woald  have  the  whole,.peapl«,ae> 
qoainted  with  mnohMioa  and  the  asefnlails.  . 

Hr.J.  saidhe  had  been  in  Csaada,and  seen 
the  system  of  cMonial  dependenoe— a  depandenoe 
which  showed  po^l^,%nora«ce^  awl  sdifMhy  in 
Ihe  people,  when  coMraMsd  With  didse  ^t  the 
SHrtes.    I}ehad<w«nth9'Wb(p4«wfsed'b«iMihs 
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waterfall  of  the  8(.  LAvrenee,  where  fire  bandrrd 
dollars  would  havt  baili  a  complete  >aw-mill;  and 
so  in  all  other  matters,  and  why?  Because  the 
mother  eoanti7  did  not  coonteoance  manafactories 
in  CSanada.  It  was  (he  same  policj  which  she  bad 
panned  towards  these  States  when  colonies;  every 
effort  was  made  to  stifle  the  genias  and  cnrb  the 
enterprise  of  the  people.  Mannfactures  of  all 
kinds  were  discooraiged,  and  every  thing  was  to  be 
praenred  from  the  workshops  of  the  mother  coon- 
try.  To  foster  and  eneonragc  her  manufactures  at 
home — to  find  employment  for  her  surplus  popula- 
tion—to afford  hn  the  means  and  articles  of  traf- 
fic, the  poKcy  was,  as  it  now  is,  and  ever  will  be, 
to  make  her  colonists  believe  (hat  every  article  of 
comfort,  every  instmment  ot  art,  and  every  im- 
meat  of  industry,  could  be  made  cheaper  and  bet- 
ter in  the  mother  country;  and  thus  the  colonists, 
ooBtinaiog  thCmere  producers  of  the  raw  material, 
shoaM  remain  forever  tribntaries— tributaries  to 
•n  eznetionfrom  which  no  indttttry,  no  patient  la- 
bor, could  relieve  them. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  would  not  discuss  the  power  of 
the  Oovemment  to  give  protection,  nor  would  he 
discuss  the  peliey  of  such  an  exercise  of  power;  it 
was  unnecessary;  but  reverting  to  what  had  oc- 
enrred  in  the  past  history  of  this  country,  aid  what 
might  be  its  futuie  policy,  he  would  remind  {;entle- 
men,  and  partienlarly  his  Virginia  friends,  that  the 
Sift  movement  in  reference  to  the  encouragement 
of  dcmestie  manufactures  was  flrbm  Virginia;  and 
that  Mr.  Madison  had  urged  it,  as  was  shewn  by 
his  friend  from  New  Verb,  [Mr.  Mohrox,]  who 
had  read  the  preamble  of  the  second  law  passed 
by  Congress,  prepared  and  written  by  that  sage 
statesman;  and  he  would  further  remind  them  that 
Mr.  JeiTerson^in  1816,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Austin, 
repudiated  the  views  be  entertained  when  the  Notes 
on  Virginia  were  first  published;  and  advancing, 
as  he  says,  with  his  country,  declared  that,  to  be 
independent  for  the  comforts  of  life,  we  must  fabri- 
eate  them  ourselves;  we  must  place  the  manufac- 
turer by  the  aide  of  the  agriculturist;  and,  further, 
that  ezperienee  had  taught  him  that  mandfactures 
are  u  necessary  to  our  independence  as  to  our 
oomforu 

Mr.  3.  said  his  own  devotion  to  the  interests  of 
the  South  rested  on  more  than  mere  professions, 
and  he  bad  given  such  evidences  of  this  as  no  one 
would  question.  He  had  but  alluded  to' certain 
facts  an^  circnmstaneeis  to  admonish  his  Southern 
fHends  not  to  force  collisions  that  were  anneees- 
aary,  and  to  avoid  excitements  when  they  were  un- 
productive of  good  in  any  quarter.  He  had  been 
constrained,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  to  request 
gentlemen  firom  the  South  to  speak  for  themselves 
and  for  their  constiments,  and  not,  in  the  bensvo- 
lenee  ot  their  nature,  to  lake  the  whole  South  un- 
der their  especial  charge.  He  was  not  annoyed, 
but  often  amused,  when  some  member  from  that 
legion  rose  and  spoke  u  if  be  were  armed  with  the 
thunder  of  Jove,  to  threaten,  command,  or  devtroy 
—when  such  member  would  draw  the  drele  of  the 
South' as  contracted  as  possible  around  himself,  so 
as  to  make  himself  the  centre— the  peculiar  repie- 
aentative  of  the  South.  It  reminded  him  of  a 
Mandarin  in  some  Chinese  circular  battery,  which 
has  briatliag  cannon  pointed  in  every  direction,  bat 
the  oommander,  filled  with  apprehension  on  the 
appearance  of  the  first  sail,  without  waiting  to  see 
wbeiher  it  be  a  harmless  merchaiMman  or  a  ship 
of  war,  erders  a  general  fire,  when  a  loud  discharge 
will  ensue;  the  balls  flying  in  every  direction,  sel- 
dom reaching  the  enemy,  and  often  doing  great  in- 
jury to  fHends  aroimd.  He  regretted  to  find  that 
memben  were  anxious  to  draw  a  disiinetion  among 
the  Wbigs— of  Republican  and  National  Republt- 
ean  Whigs.  He  could  perceive  no  beneficial  ob- 
ject in  it.  .Sndi  gentlemen  should  remember  that 
-  Oeneral  Jackson  was  a  high  tariff  man;  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  abo  ultra  on  that  question.  And,  if  be 
Blight  be  allowed  to  make  the  allusion  to  a  gentle- 
man  who  often  alluded  to  him  in  debate,  be  would 
'  aay  that,  if  he  was  not  mistaken,  the  venerable 
(enttemaa  from  Massaehuaetis,  [Bfr.  Aoam8,]  had 
alaiad  more  than  once  on  the  floor  that  he  was  op- 
poaed  to  the  tariff  bill  of  1898,  and  only  aigned  tt 
whaa  PraaideBt  beeaase  Im  did  not  think  it  rq>ab- 
UMaaad^epectoiniaipaaaUaveto  between  the 


representatives  of  the  people  and  tho  people  them' 
selves.  Mr.  J.  was  himself  willing  to  share  in  the 
censare,  if  any  might  eo  regard  it,  which  might  be 
attached  to  those  who  had  opposed  Oen.  Jackson, 
for  he  had  never  snpponed  his  pretensions  to  the 
Presidency,  for  one  moment,  in  thought,  word,  or 
deed,  and  could  rrpose  quietly  on  his  pillow  with 
the  reflection.  It  was  most  ttne  that  he  had  never 
assailed  his  military  reputation,  fur  he  never  had 
felt  pionder  than  when,  in  his  youtb,  he  had  stood 
upon  the  battle-field  of  New  Orleans— that  field 
whrre  Gen.  Jackson  had  won  his  proudest  fame. 
He  always  rejoiced,  as  an  American,  in  Jackson's 
martial  renown,  and  wished  the  cbaplet  to  be  pe- 
rennial which  he  bad  won  in  arms  am.d  the  savan- 
nas and  morasses  of  the  Sonih.  The  military  re- 
putation of  saeh  men  was  the  property  of  the  na- 
tion, and  he  wonld  be  the  last  to  have  it  tarnished. 
Thus,  when  he  thought  an  assault  had  been  made 
upon  the  reputation  of  the  President  elect,  a  few 
days  ago,  he  rebuked  it;  and  the  ardor  of  his  feel- 
ings most  be  his  explanation  to  the  House  for  the 
decided  point  of  hit  remarks  on  the  occasion. 

Mr.  J.  then  took  a  rapid  glance  at  many  ques- 
tions which  had  been  introduced  in  the  discussion, 
and,  among  others,  the  question  of  distributing  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pablic  lands  among  the 
States. 

He  said  he  would  not  discuss  the  question  then, 
unless  the  friends  of  the  bill  jost  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, in  relation  to  pre-emption  and  graduation, 
should  be  forced  to  vote  upon  it,  which  he  did  not 
expect  after  the  postponement  of  the  debate  on  his 
amendment  to  the  proposition  of  the  fteatleman 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Ravvouw,]  of  a  similar  cha- 
racter. If  be  was  disappointed  in  his  opinion,  he 
wonld  be  pleased  if  the  friends  of  that  measure 
would  frankly  so  inform  him,  for  he  would  ofe 
that  opportunity  to  answer  the  arguments  urged 
against  the  plan  of  distribution,  and  give  the  rea- 
sons which  actuated  him  in  advocating  it.  In  the 
silence  of  the  House,  he  woald  dismiss  the  subject 
withcut  further  remark;  but,  before  he  resumed 
his  seat,  he  mast  be  allowed  to  express  dissent 
from  the  warm  denunciation  which  had  been  made 
against  the  propriety  of  calling  an  extra  session  of 
Congress.  He  knew  that  arguments  could  be 
urged  both  for  and  against  the  measure;  but  it  was 
not  the  time  or  the  place  for  discussion.  It  was 
the  business  of  the  Executive  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion, from  the  facts  which  should  come  before  him 
after  the  adjournment  of  Coagresi,  and  he  wonld 
not  interfere  with  the  Executive  dnties.  It  was 
not  the  calling  of  the  extra  session  that  destroyed 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration,  but  it  was  the 
manner  of  bis  approach  to  Congress,  after  he  had 
convened  them.  He  came  with  a  threatened  veto 
in  one  hand,  and  the  Sub-Treasury  in  the  other; 
and,  having  already  the  sword,  virtually  demanded 
of  Congress  to  give  him  the  purse  also.  The  bold- 
ness and  folly  of  such  a  course  will  be  a  lesson  to 
every  Executive  in  future,  and  the  day  will  be  far 
distant  before  such  another  blander  or  act  of  teme- 
rity will  be  perpetrated.  Ins'ead  of  throwing  him- 
self upon  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  after  making 
his  simple  recommendation  of  measnres,  he  was 
for  dictating,  unconditionally,  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people.  It  became  a  war  between 
Congress  and  the  President,  and  the  people  took 
•ides,  as  they  always  will,  for  the  independence  o( 
their  immetUaie  representatives  and  agents.  The 
people,  in  decreeing  a  change  of  men,  decided  that 
they  wanted  a  change  of  policy.  If  Congress  is 
not  convened,  the  measnres  of  ihe  present  Admi- 
nistration will  continue  in  force  for  twelve  or  eigh- 
teen months  longer'.  New  books  will  be  of  little 
valae  or  service  unless  they  are  placed  ia  the 
hands  of  faithfui  bookkeepers;  and  books  and  book- 
keepers are  of  but  little  consequence  unless  we 
have  withal  wise  and  practical  legiidation.  The 
"4«Mi  f««"  doctrine,  he  believed,  was  not  what 
the  Whigs  had  been  contending  for  ihrongb  a  long 
series  of  anxious  years.  All  bufiness  has  been 
standing  still  long  enough,  and  life,  vigor,  energy, 
confidence,  should  be  infused  by  wise  legislation 
and  decisive  Executive  action,  that  the  interests  of 
the  whole  country  may  advance,  with  renewed  im- 
pulse, to  an  enlarged  prosperity. 
He  was  as  much  opposed  to  embarram  ^  Ese. 


cniive  which  is  qoickly  to  supersede  the  preaeoi,  as 
he  was  that  the  Executive  should  iaferfere  impco- 
perly  with  the  legislative  rights  and  duties  of  this 
House.  He  was  as  little  devoted  to  Kxeeative 
power,  influence,  or  patronage,  as  any  one.  He 
was  glad  that  there  had  blen  a  change  of  Bxeea- 
tive  functionaries,  but  he  could  no',  like  the  hmwb- 
tain  Swiss,  chime  his  merry  anthem  at  the  seitirg 
sun,  nor^  like  the  devout  Persian,  prostrate  himself 
before  the  rising.  That  the  leading  measures  oC 
(he  next  Administration  may  be  opposed  by 
who  have  aided  to  bring  it  into  power,  it  is  but 
tural  to  suppose;  but  he  believed  ttiai,  so 
were  the  people  to  see  a  new  order  of  things,  of 
men  and  measnres,  that  many  of  the  most  aealoos 
in  opposing  the  election  of  Qeo.  Harrison  woald 
honestly  yield  their  support  to  such  measures  as 
they  might  be  convinced  would  redound  to  the  be- 
nefit of  the  country.  He  did  not  expect  that  laete 
I  politicians  wonld  do  this,  but  men  whose  only  inte- 
rest and 'object  were  the  profprrity  of  the  natiea 
and  the  advancement  ef  the  pablic  welfare.  Pec 
himself,  at  least,  he  would  say,  that  he  woald 
paose  long  and  anxiously  before  he  woald  take 
any  step  or  position  to  embarrass  the  coming  Ad- 
ministration. But,  should  a  sense  of  pablic  daiy 
even  make  such  a  coarse  neeessary,  he  tmsied  that 
the  evidence  of  twelve  years'  continaed  oppesitioa 
to  tbe  leading  men  apd  measures  of  the  «tn«»«j»«Ht 
party  was  proof  enongh  that  a  long  war  neilher 
tired  his  patience  nor  subdued  bis  eaeigy.  He 
trusted,  however,  he  should  never  be  pat  to  tbe 
test.  He  woald  indulge  in  no  forebodings,  antici- 
pate no  follies;  for  suffieienl  nnto  the  day  was  the 
evil  thereof.  He  had  given  his  opinions  of  tbe 
Executive,  and  expressed  his  confidence  in  the  Ad- 
ministration which  was  about  to  socoeed.  He 
should  not  change  ibat  opinion  or  abate  that  confi- 
dence without  abundant  cause. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  EVERETT, 

OF  VERMONT, 
Inlhe  HauH  ^  Befrt$t»UUiou,  Sitwrdf,  Fihrmtrf 

13, 1841— On  Ihe  Report  of  the  Commiuee  oa 

Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  PicKBHS  having  moved  that  the  repert  be 
la'd  on  the  table  and  printed — 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  that,  as  the  report  em- 
braced tbe  case  of  tbe  Caroline  as  well  as  that  of 
McLeod,  (which  alone  bad  been  submitted,)  be 
sboald  move  to  print  all  the  documcais  relatiiv  u 
both  cases.  They  had  been  heretofore  pablished, 
from  time  to  time,  ai  commnnieated  to  the  Hoase. 
He  desired  to  bring  them  together  on  this  oeeasioa, 
to  enable  the  House  and  tbe  country  duly  to  appie- 
eiaie  the  report,  and  the  measures  taken  by  the 
Executive  to  preserve  our  neutrality.  He  ihoi^ht 
that,  since  tbe  affair  of  the  Caroline,  every  ibiag 
had  been  done  which  the  means  within  the  ooatral 
of  the  Executive  enabled  it  to  do.  He  AexL  seat 
to  the  Chair  a  list  of  the  docnmeais,  (Home  Ooc 
35th  Cong.  3d  Sess.  Nos.  64,  73,  74,  from  pafe  95 
to  the  end;  76,  303,  and  of  36th  CiMg.  Sd  Am. 
No.  33,  of  38ih  Dec.  1840,  and  4th  Jan.  1841;  the 
Neutrality  Act  of  March  10, 1838,  and  the  Pica- 
dent's  Proclamations  of  5ib  Jan.  aad  31st  Nov. 
1838,)  which  he  moved  to  have  piiated  with  tbe 
report. 

[Mr.  Oaiaoaa,  Mr.  Pickkms,  aad  Mr.  AnaMs 
took  part  in  the  debate  on  the  report.] 

Mr.  EVERETT  eaid  that,  bat  for  the  reaiarks 
of  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Commiuee  oa 
Foreign  Affairs,  he  abouM  not  have  taken  part  ia 
the  debate.  He  now  fell  it  due  to  himself,  at  a 
dissentient  member  of  ttwt  eommitiee,  to  tlaie,  m 
part,  the  grounds  of  his  dissent 

The  report  relates  to  matters  of  ihe  gravest  im- 
port, and  whidi  are  now  the  subject  of  diptomaiie 
diacussien  between  the  two  OovemaMats— a  d»' 
enssion  confided  by  the  Constitution  to  the  Bxeca- 
tiva.  He  felt  great  embarraasment  in  debaiii^  sab- 
jcets  of  this  character  and  importaace  with  opca 
doors.  It  was  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  lo  do 
full  justice  to  the  subject,  or  To  ourselves,  without 
danger  of  saying  things  that  should  not  be  heard 
beyond  these  walls.  I  yield,  said.be,  to  the  reatraiat 
imposed  by  tbe  time  and  the  pkce.  I  shall  endea- 
vor to  say  nothing  that  should  not  be  heard  by  aU. 
In  the  oommiuee^oem  there  was  no  rwraiai.    I 
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H.  of  Reps. 


•Aid  things  ihere  ibat  I  shall  not  say  here.  Perhaps 
1  oa^ht  rather  to  coDgramUte  myself  on  being  ho«r 
tbas  restrieted,  than  to  oomptain  of  it,  as  in  soma 
of  my  Tieirs  I  stood  altfne  io  the  eommiil«e. 

Sir,  io  my  j'ndgmeDt  ihe  report  is  anealled  for^ 
IH'^Ioied — and  a  worse  than  nAcless  mledereoee 
ivith  tbedailrs  pr  theExiccaiive  The  discussion 
i*  nonr  pending  between  iha  two  OoTemmenlf. 
Tbe  dooamenis  were  comoitinieated  merely  in  an- 
swer toacalrof  tbe  Hoase.  Tbe  Sxecauve  has 
not  asked  either  for  iis  opinion  or  action.  At  tbii 
time,  why  abouM  either  be  desired?  And  what  is 
tb«  time  chosen  to  pat  forth  tbe  gratoitoos  opi- 
nions of  the  majority.~-aiiiI,  as  the  honorable  chair- 
man has  said,  of  a  bare  majority— of  a  poliiicsl 
majority  of  ibe  committee}  One  Administration  is 
aboat  going  out  of  power.  In  twenty  days  it  will 
•xpire,  and  another  soceeed.  Without  intending 
any  disrespect  to  the  majority  of  the  coi)iBit>ee,  1 
asic,  is  it  proper,  is  it  decoroas  thus  to  attempt  to 
Mnbarrass  the  incoming  Administration— to  com- 
jtromit  its  course  on  sabjects  so  delicate— so  im- 
portant? The  report  is  little  short  of  an  officious 
interference  of  one  Administration  wiih  things  that 
belong  to  another. 

Bat,  sir,  without  regard  to  a  change  ol  Admtnia- 
iration,  is  this  interference  proper  or  u^efal?  Oar 
foreign  relations  are  committed  to  the  Bzecaiive. 
Negotiations  can  be  eondueied  only  by  the  Execa- 
live.  When  they  are  at  an  end,  this  Hon  >e — both 
Houses  must  act.  Congress  alone  caa  dictate  the 
ulterior  measnres.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  there  are 
not  case  <  in  which  either  Huase  may,  pending  a 
negotiation,  ezpri-ss  its  opinions.  If  the  Bzeeutire 
be  remiss  in  bis  dniy — if  he  pursue  a  course 
deemed  wrong  in  principle,  or  dangeroas  in  itu  con- 
sequences— or  if  the  ExeculiTe  seek  its  opinion, 
with  a  view  to  gi^e  effect  to  its  measores^  it  may 
be  very  proper  for  either  House  to  express  it.  But, 
air,  tbe  report  bas  none  of  these  groonds  for  its 
support.  It  is  entirely  uncalled  for,  and  its  effect 
may  be  to  compromit  the  Executive  to  a  ooucse 
that  its  better  judgmt-ni  would  decline;  and  to  pro- 
duce an  excitement  in  the  conntry  that  may  create 
additional  embj^rrassments,  and  new  obstacles  to 
tbe  ftnnl  adjosimentof  our  controvercies  withQteat 
Britain. 

I  pass  the  diieussive  character  of  thei  report — its 
reference  to  subjects  not  referred— its  (to  me) 
somewhat  ezoepnonable  lingnage — and  come  to 
the  matter  referrrd — the  case  of  Alexander  McLeod. 
That  ease,  and  that  alone,  was  refeired  to  tbe  eom- 
niitee,  and  to  'that  alone  should  the  report  bare 
been  confined.  Thit  case,  though  connected  with 
the  case  of  tbe  Caroline,  Kits  on  different  princi- 
ples. The  cvx  ot  Mr.  McLeod,  as  presented  in 
tbe  docamenis,  is  entirely  separate  and  distinct 
from  the  question,  whether  ibe  destruction  of  the 
Caroline  was  or  was  not  justifiable. 

I  desired  that  no  report  should  be  made  while  the 
negotiations  were  pending  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. In  my  opinion,  no  opinion  or  acdoA  of  this 
House  was,  at  this  lime,  required.  I  will  now 
lead  to  tbe  Honse  a  statement  of  the  negotiations 
to  this, time,  so  far,  and  so  far  only,  as  is  necessary 
to  tbe  case  of  McLeod — and  to  kbow  that  his  case, 
as  well  as  the  Caroline,  are  now  the  sabjects  of  di- 
plotnatic  discussion  between  the  two  Goremments. 
Before  I  sit  down,  I  will  alio  submit  to  tbe  House 
tbe  subttitnie  submitted  to,  and  rejected  by,  the 
•ommitiee.  I  will  hers  lake  leave  to  say  that  I  have 
given  this  subject  the  most  careful  consideration, 
without  party  views  or  party  feelings.  It  ii  above 
and  beyond  all  party  consideratiotis: 

"Tn  Casb  ov^iEUHOBB  MoLaoo.— TIm  fteta  malarial  to 
the  mibiact  •ubmitted  to  Um  commiuea  ore,  thai,  on  (be  night  of 
the  29ui  Deeemlwr,  1837,  a|dBUchmeiit  ofiht  British  forcm  (la- 
dooed  at  Chippewa,  Id  ths  FcoTincs  of  Upper  Canada,  craaasd 
Ite  Niigara  to  Schloeeer,  in  Iha  State  ot  New  Yorky-and  there 
made  a  noaUle  auacli  ou  the  auamboat  CuroUoe,  the  property  of 
an  iunertcao  citizen,  killed  and  wvunded  a  nointMr  of  Ameri. 
can  eltitena,  oaptured  ibe  Iwat,  towed  her  into  the  correal,  Kt 
Imt  00  ttre,  and eent  her  in  flamee  over  the  falle. 

"On  the  Sth  January,  1838,  the  Sectelary  of  State  comnrani- 
eaiad  to  Mr  Fox,  ihe  Brilieh  KiniateT,  a  copy  of  Ilia  erMence 
fomiahed  to  the  Department  of  Ihia  'eztraordioaiy  ootrafe, 
~  from  her  Britannic  Uajesty'a  Prorince  of  Upper 

Ihe  penone  and  property  or  dtizene  of  the  United 

within  the  JoriidleUon  or  Iha  State  of  New  York;'  and 


Canada  on  the  penone  and  property  of  diizene  of  the  United 
"  ua,  within  the  JoriidleUon  of  Iha  State  of  New  York;'  and 

Jng  that  it  would  necaaaarilr  form  the  aubject  of  a  demand 

radrea  npon  lisr  M^aety'i  GoTeromeaL' 

On  the  Sih  February,  Mr.  Fox  communicated  to  the  Seeie- 


toi 


tary  of  Bute  a  deapati-k  from  Sir  Francle  Head,  Lleuianant  So- 
Tenor  of  Upper  Oaaada,  coniainin(  (be  diitinct  arowala,  that 
Ik*  Catottiia  waa  deauoyad  by  order  of  Colonel,  MaaNab,  com. 


manding  Ihe  militia  in  her  Majeaiy'a  gerrice,  and  that  he  tn' 
Francis)  approved  ihe  act. 

"On  the  !^d  May,  Mr.  Steremon  pteaonied  the  eubject  to  iha 
conaideration  of  her  BCaieaty'e  GofemraenL  After  refhrring  to 
Ihoee  avowals,  he  oaJd  that,  hinder  auch  circumsiancei,  It  wae 
not  10  liave  been  expected  that  the  whole  proceeding  could  be 
regarded  by  the  Goremment  of  the  United  Stales  m  any  other 
light  Uian  aa  a  nianifeat  act  of  hoatile  and  daring  aggreialan  up- 
on ita  rigbta  and  sovereignty,  utterly  inconaiatent  with  all  the 
firlnciplea  of  national  lam,  and  wholly  irreconcilable  with  tbe 
rieiidly  and  peaceful  relations  of  the  two  counuiee:'  that  the 
case,  than,  ie  one  of  open,  undieguised,  and  unwarrantable  hos. 
tilitjr.'  He  conclndea  by  expreeaiag  'the  confident  expectation 
of  the  Preeidentof  the  Vniuii  Statea  thai  the  whole  proceedir.g 
will  not  only  be  diaarowedandiliaapproTed,  but  that  such  re. 
dreee  aa  the  nature  of  Uie  caaa  obrionaly  requirea  will  be 
promptly  made.'  To  ibie  our  GoTeroment  waits  the  Unal  an 
ewer  of  the  Driiiah  Oovemment. 

■t>n  tbe  laui  November  last,  Alexander  McLeod,  a  BrMah 
subject,  waa  arrested  and  imprisoned  by  the  autborities  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  on  a  charge  of  arson  and  murder,  aa 
having  bean  engaged  in  Ibe  captore  and  deairuciion  of  the  C^aro. 
line. 

On  the  12ib  December  the  Briiioh  Minister  made  a  demand 
outhe  Preeldent  for  the  release  of  Mr.  McLeod,  on  the  ground 
Ibat  Ibe  dealrnctioa  of  the  (Caroline  was  a  public  act  of  peiaona 
of  her  Hajasiy's  asrvica,  obeying  ilte  orders  of  tlwir  superior 
autboritlea;  and  that  tlie'aci,  according  to  the  uiagea  of  nations, 
can  only  be  the  subject  of  discueaion  between  the  two  Nalional 
(lovemmeiHa. 

"To  this  demand  the  Beereiary  of  State  baa  replied  that  the 
Preeideni  baa  no  power  under  tbe  Oonatituiion  and  laws  of  the 
Union  to  interpose  between  McLeod  and  the  constituted  auihuri- 
ilea  uf  the  Suite  of  New  York— and  that  "the  Preeident  ia  not 
aware  of  any  principle  of  inieroailonal  law,  or  indeed  of  reason 
or  jtisUce,  which  entitles  such  olTendeia  to  impunity  before  the 
legal  tribunals,  when  coming  volunuirily  within  their  independ- 
ent and  undoubted  jurkdiciiun,  because  Ibay  acted  in  obedienco 
to  theirsuperior  authorities,  or  because  their  acta  have  become 
the  subject  of  diplomatic  diecussioo  between  tbe  two  Oovera* 
raenia.'  And  that  'if  tbe  destruction  of  the  Caroline  was  a  pub- 
lic act  of  peraons  in  her  M^esty's  service,  obeyiog  tbeordere  of 
their  superior  authorities^  tois  fact  baa  not  bean  before  commu- 
nicated to  tbe  Government  of  the  United  States  by  a  person  au- 
iliorised  lo  make  tbe  admission;  and  it  will  be  for  the  coart 
wliich  has  cognizance  of  the  olTence  with  which  Mr.  McLeod  i> 
charged,  lo  decide  on  ita  validity  wtien  legally  established  be- 
fore U.' 

"The  British  Minister,  ezpreaaing  bis  regret  at  the  deeiaion, 
bad  refeired  the  subject  to  bis  Government." 

This  statement,  I  repeat,  is  limited  to  the  cue  of 
McLeod. 

The  points  in  difference  in  this  ease,  are,  1. 
Whether  McLeod,  having,  in  the  drstraction  of  tbe 
Caroline,  ac'ed  in  obedience  to  the  orclers  of  ihe 
superior  autborities  of  the  Province  of  Upper  Cana- 
da, is  or  is  not  amenable  to  the  laws  of  New  York, 
as  for  the  crimes  of  murder  and  arson;  and  S.  If 
not,  whether  tbe  Executive  bas  any  power  to  in- 
terpose between  him  and  the  laws  of  New  York. 

On  these  questions  I  forbear  expressing  any  opi- 
nion, in  accordance  with  the  view  that  none  is  re- 
quired of  the  committee  or  of  the  House.  It  is  suf- 
ficient for  the  justification  of  the  ground  I  have 
taken,  that  these  qaestinns  are  now  the  sabjects  of 
diplomatic  discassion  between  ibe  two  Govern- 
ments. The  impropriety  of  the  report  is  tbe  more 
msnifesi,  from  the  consideration  that  the  discnssion 
is  but  just  commenced;  and  it  is  not  unreasonable 
to  suppose  thai,  on  questionsof  such  limited  exient, 
the  OovemnieLt  in  ihe  wrong  may,  by  the  farther 
discnssioa,  be  convinced  of  its  error.  At  least  we 
should  wait  tbe  reply  of  the  British  Oovemment,  to 
which  the  subject  is  referred,  and  tbe  issue  finally 
tendered  by  its  Executive. 

Tbe  consequence  of  an  error  on  either  side  may 
compromit  the  peace  of  the  conntry.  In  case  of 
reprisals,  executed  to  the  extreme  point,  the  inter- 
vention of  all  the  powers  of  Europe  could  not  pre- 
vent a  war.  In  view  of  these  oonseqaences,  it 
may  be  proper  to  review  the  correspondence,  to  as- 
certain tbe  positions  taken  on  both  sides  that,  bear 
on  the  case  of  McLeod. 

Mr-  Forsyth,  in  his  aote  of  the  5th  January, 
carefully  and  prbperly  avoids  Riving  any  naional 
character  to  tbe  destruction  of  the  Caroline.  He 
calls  it  an  outrage  "committed  from  her  Britfcnnic 
Majesiy*s  Province  of  Upper  Canada."  He  leaves 
it  to  Mr.  Fox  to  determine  whether  it  was  a  public 
or  a,  privata  wrong,  or  to  assame  or  disclaim  for 
his  Government  the  responsibility.  Mr.  Fox,  in 
his  reply,  (6tb  Feb.  1838,)  gives  it  a  public  charac- 
ter, by  commUDicaiing  the  fact  that  it  was  destroy- 
ed by  tbe  order  of  ihe  commander  of  the  militia  in 
her  Majesty 'd  service,  and  that  the  act  was  ap- 
proved by  tbe  Governor  of  ihe  Province. 

■And  here  I  must  express  my  .surprise  that  Mr. 
Forsyth  should  deem  the  late  note  of  Mr.  Fox  to 
be  the  first  avowal  of  the  fact  by  a  person  aalhorized 
to  make  it.  In  the  note  of  the  6th  February,  1838,  the 
fact  itself  was  ccmmunicatcd  by  Mr.  Fes.    His 


late  note  is  only  tbe  recognition  and  re-assertion  of 
the  fact.  The  fact  then  and  now  avowed  is,  that 
the  Caroline  was  destroyed  by  persons  obeying  the 
order  of  tfai^ir  superior  anthorities;  and  Mr.  Fox 
contends  that  those  obeying  were  justified  by  the 
order.  It  lemains  to  be  seen  whether  the  British 
(iovemment  will  justify  ibat  order.  McLeod's 
cate  is  put  on  the  first,  and  the  case  of  the  Caro- 
line on  the  last. 

(Mr.  PiCKKKS.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont intend  to  say  that  the  British  Minister  had 
ever,  before  his  late  note,  avowed  that  the  Caroline 
was  destroyed  by  ihe  order  of  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  Canadat] 

Mr.  EvatiSTT.  1  do  say  that  Mr.  Fox,  in  his 
note  of  the  6tb  February,  did  avow  it.  In  the  des- 
patch of  Sir  Francis  Head,  then  conununicated,  it 
is  expressly  slated  that  Col.  MacNab  couHnanded 
a  body  of  militia  stationed  on  tbe  fronlier;  ibat  in 
the  night  of  the  39th,  "be  seat  a  party  of  militia, 
in  boats,  with  orders  to  lake  or  destroy  ber.  They 
proceeded  to  execute  the  order,"  Ac.  Nor  did  he 
content  himself  with  tbe  mere  communication  of 
the  fact,  but  even  attempted  to  justify  the  destruo- 
tioa  of  the  Caroline  as  aa  act  of  self-defence.  Mr. 
Fox,  in  refereice  to  tbe  communication  of  Sir 
Francis  Head,  says: 

"The  piratical  charaeierof  Ibe  steamboat  Caroline,  and  the 
necwaity  ofselfdefence  and  eelf-pieaervauon,  under  whteb  her 
Mejesiy'seubjecta  acted  in  deatroy  big  that  vessel,  eeem  to  be 
snfflciently  eelabUahed." 

"At  the  lime  when  tbe  event  liappeued,  the  aidioary  laws  of 
the  United  Statea  were  not  enfbrced  within  tbe  frontier  diatrict  of 
the  State  of  New  Yorit.  The  authority  af  the  law  waa  over- 
borne, publicly,  by  piratical  violence.  Through  soch  violeooa, 
her  Higeety'a  enbjecta  in  Upper  Canada  had  already  aeverely 
suffered;  and  they  were  threatened  with  still  further  injury  and 
outrage.  This  extraordinary  slate  of  things  appears,  naturally 
and  neceaarily,  to  have  impelleil  them  to  consult  ihair  own  se. 
curity,by  punnihig  and  deauoring  the  vMael  of  their  piratical 
enemy,  wheresoever  ihey  might  fiDd  bet." 

Mr.  SievensoB  presents  the  act,  in  connection 
with  these  avowals,  as  an  act  "of  open,  undis- 
guished,  unwarranuble  hostility,"  "wholly  irre- 
concilable with  the  friendly  and  peaceful  relatioiu 
of  tbe  two  countries."  He  calls  upon  tbe  Britiih 
Government  to  diutwne  it.  It  is  thus,  by  our  Mi- 
nister, characterized  as  an  act  of  war.  And  It  is 
for  participating  in  this  act  that  McLeod  is  ar- 
rested; and  on  this  act,  thus  avowed  and  thus  cha- 
racterized, tbe  question  is  made  by  the  two  Govern- 
ments. Sir,  I  repeat,  let  negotiation  be  exhaasied 
before  Congress  is  called  to  act  or  to  icterpoee  its 
opinion,  or  to  take  a  final  groand,  from  wbicb, 
when  taken,  there  can  be  no  retreat.  Whether 
right  or  wrong,  Great  Britain  may  chooce  to  put 
this  controversy  in  advance  of  (be  others.  Let  us 
ibea  be  certain  that  it  be  not  her  strongest  groand. 
It  is  much  easier  to  be  right  at  first,  than  to  get 
right  at  last.  We  shall  also  look  to  the  pq^ible 
ccnsequknces  of  even  tbe  errors  of  our  adversary. 
Is  it  not  among  tbe  possibilities  that  she  may  deem 
herself  bound  lo  protect  those  who  have  obeyed  tbe 
orders  of  their  sopetior  aatborilies  in  her  serviee, 
and  that,  under  tbe  spirit  attributed  to  her  in  the  re- 
port, she  may  tesert  to  retaliation?  And  I  repeat, 
if  puibed  lo  the  extreme,  war  is  inevitable.  Is  it 
not,  then,  tbe  safest  course  to  leave  tbe  case  in  the 
bands  of  the  Executive,  without,  at  least,  adding  to 
tbe  excitement,  which,  'from  recent  evidence,  is 
sufficiently  rifel 

But,  sir,  the  report  also  embraces  tbe  case  of  the 
Caroline,  which  was  not  tabmitted  to  tbe  commit- 
tee. To  exhibit  the  point  in  controversy,  only  one 
addition  to  the  statemeat  I  have  read  is  necessary, 
viz:  That  tbe  destruction  of  tbe  Caroline  is  at- 
tempted to  be  justified  in  the  despatch  of  Sir  Fran- 
cis Head  on  the  groand  of  self-defence.  He  al- 
leges, in  snbstaace,  that  the  force  on  Navy  island 
prooeeded  from  the  American  shore,  aikd  was  aug- 
menting, through  the  agency  of  tbe  Caroline,  un- 
restricted  by  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  'New 
York,  or  of  the  Unnited  States. 

This  is  the  only  ground  taktn  by  ibe  British 
Government  as  a  justification  of  the  destruction  of 
the  Caroline;  and,  being  taken,  a  rejiort  on  the 
case  of  tbe  Caroline  should  have  met  it  directly,  by 
a  denial  either  of  tbe  fact  or  of  the  consequence.'  ^ 

I  complain  that  that  the  ease  is  not  met.  No, 
sir,  it  is  not  meL  It  is  evaded.  Mr.  Fox  says, 
'The  place  where  the  vessel  was  destroyed  was 


nominally,  it  is  tine, 


wiihiu  the  territory  of  a 
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friendly  power;  bat  the  friendly  power  h«^  been 
deprired,  tbrongh  orerbearing  piratical  violence 
of  the  nse  of  iu  proper  antbority  ovrr  'hat  portion 
of  territory."  And  what  is  tbie  reply  in  the  re- 
port} "Mow  <he  insinnaiion  of  the  British  IMi- 
oisier  that  Sebloster  was  'Bominelly'  within  the 
(erritory  of  the  United  Slates,  may  well  he  reioried, 
IS  we  can  with  eqnal  truth,  say  that  Navy  island 
was  "nominally"  within  the  "lerritor>"  of  the 
British  GovemmeDl;  fc,  at  the  period  to  which  we 
ftllode,  the  people  e^Uected  there  had  as  effectoally 
defied  Canadian  anthoriiies  as  any  portion  of  onr 
people  bad  onrs."  What  is  ibis,  sir,  bni  an  ad- 
mission that  SeUoeser  and  Navy  island  were 
equally  in  the  power  of  the  Patiiois,  in  eqnal  de- 
fiance of  the  power  of  the  Government  to  which 
they  respectively  beloB|^  What  bnt  an  evasion,  if 
not  an  atnnission  of  the  gronnd  taken  b^  Mr.  Pox? 
Is  this  the  position  on  which  we  are  willinf;  to  rest 
our  canse— to  place  the  is«ae  of  peace  or  wart 
No,  sir,  no.  I  hope  wecan  make  a  better  case. 
In  order  lo  make  onr  case,  I  think  ibe  facts  sboold 
be  re-examined.  I  am  not  satisfied  to  rrai  the  case 
on  the  evidence  taken.  We  sboold  be  in  ibe  right — 
we  sbonld  be  certain  we  are  rtghf,  before  we  take 
oar  final  stand.  In  my  jadgment,  the  evidence 
•hoald  be  retaken.  I  desire  that  a  person  of  the 
highest  respectability  sboold  be  commissioned  to 
re-examine  the  whole  case,  with  a  view  to  arrive 
at  the  troth,  whether  for  or  against  ns.  Perhap.s 
too,  it  might  be  advisable  to  ask  the  British  Mr- 
nister  to  join  in  the  investigation.  Let  ihe  tekii- 
mony  be  taken  on  both  sides  of  the  line.  For  one, 
I  desire  to  know  bow  far.  the  proper  aaihority  of 
the  United  States  was  ovrrthrown  by  the  violence 
of  the  Patriots.  I  desire  further  information  of 
the  character  of  the  Caroline.  In  both  respects,  I 
think  the  evidence  is  defective.  I  repeal  that  I 
desire  the  trnih,  and  nuthiog  bnt  the  irath.  It  is 
beneath  the  character  of  a  nation  to  attempt  eva- 
don.  I  am  not  satisfied  with  the  depositiens  that 
speak  of  the  Caroline  having  landed  certain  pas- 
•engers  and  certain  freight-  I  desire  to  know  the 
character  of  those  passengers — whether  civil  or 
military;  of  the  quality  of  the  freight— whether 
merchandise  or  military  stored. 

I  do  not  desire  to  fault  the  present  Executive,  or 
that  it  should  be  fanlled  by  ibe  next  Administra- 
tion. No,  sir.  The  Executive  shoald  ba  a  unit, 
in  whosesoever  hands  It  is  placed.  What  I  desire 
is,  that  the  evidence  should  be  fully  taken.  If  it 
auatain  the  coarse  taken,  as  I  hope  it  may,  then 
that  course  will  be  sustained.  If  it  do  not  sustain 
it,  then  the  Executive  will  be  at  liberty  to  pursue 
such  eoarce  as  the  new  ease  shall  require,  and  that, 
without  imputing  any  fault  for  the  past.  We  must 
in  the  end  deny  the  fact  or  its  consequence.  As 
the  evidence  now  stands,  I  am- not  willing  to  make 
ap  the  final  issae.  This  controversy  should  be 
eondaeled  as  boneu  men  coodnci  their  coptrover- 
sies,  with  a  mutnal  and  earnest  desire  to  asceruia 
what  is  tine. 

I  have  fears  that  this  report  will  encourage  an 
excitement  which  should  have  received  a  severe 
rebuke.  Whatever  may  be  onr  sympathies  wi  h 
those  who  live  under  a  Government  less  free  than 
oar  own,  we  ought  not  to  forget  the  duties  imposed 
on  us  aa  a  nentral  nation.  In  the  case  of  the  at- 
tempts of  our  citizens  on  Upper  Canada,  there  was 
bat  little  cause  for  their  sympathy,  and  no  joxiifica- 
tion  for  their  conduct.  The  people  of  Upper  Cana- 
da were  well  satisfied  with  their  Government. 
They  have  shown  no  desire  for  revolution.  But 
our  citizens  have  volunteered  to  make  a  revolution 
for  them.  Their  conduct  cannot  be  too  strongly 
reprobated. 

At  the  present  time,  no  useful  purpose  can  be  at- 
tained by  the  report.  It  proposes  no  action.  Its 
eiTeet  will  be  only  to  excite  oo  the  one  side,  and 
irritate  on  the  other.  The  report  which  I  send  lo 
the  Chair  is  that  which  I  proposed  as  a  substitute: 

ItsppMrloc,  that  Um  twiprocal  eomplsiaU  nfani  to  in 
th*  comipondMca  aubmittad  are  the  lubjecta  of  diplomatic 
diseoMlon  between  the  Oo?emineou  of  the  two  connuiee,  the 
oonmiu**^  baring  eotire  caafidenco  that  lb*  righia  and  honor 
sfiha  Caiiad  8iatae  will  ba  •ualainad  b/  the  ExeeuiiTe,  and  en- ' 
lanatninc  the  hope  diat  the  coDttoverey  will  ba  bnoiht  to  a  ea- 
neiOTy  leraitDailon,  an  of  the  opmioi.  that  no  aetfon  of  ihle 
5S2!lhSL?JiL''2*'J?***^-  'n>«Tthef»(bieaalnobedle 
cnarfad  turn  the  tanbet  eoaildantloii  of  Uie  anbiect," 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  BYNUM, 

OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 
In  tht  HomiofRepretentativet,  February  17, 1841. — 

In  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  ou  a  motion  lo 

strike   out    tite  appropriation    to  continue  ibe 

branch  mint  in  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  BYNUM  rose,  and  addresse.i  the  cominit- 
tee,  by  saying  that  he  had  amv«d  and  taken  his 
.<«at  at  a  late  period  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  with  a  fixed  determination  to  remain  at 
least  one  session  a  silent  member  of  that  body — a 
determination  that  he  bad  come  lo  from  a  variety 
of  reasons,  growing  out  of  bis  pecoliar  situation, 
and  the  developments  that  bad  been  recently  made 
siuce  the  adjournment  of  the  last  se>.<^ion  of  Con- 
gress— bat  sach  had  been  the  extraordinary,  unpro- 
voked, illiberal,  abusive,  if  not  to  say  the  flagitious 
and  wanton  conrs':  that  had  been  pursued  by  cer- 
tain gentlemen  in  tbeir  faUe  and  induscriminate  de- 
nunciation t'f  almost  all  that  was  democratic  or 
republican  in  Ihe  nation— with  the  avowal  of  prin- 
ciples staking  at  the  very  foundation  of  the 
freedom,  not  only  of  onr  republican  institu- 
tions as  they  were  reared  by  our  illustrions  fore- 
fathers for  the  guarantee  and  protrction  of  onr 
liberties,  bat  at  the  very  powers  and  inleresis  held 
directly  by  the  people  ihemselve.'<,  bhould  he  continae 
silent,  and  suffer  such  to  pass  unnoticed  and  nnre- 
|>lied  to,  withoat  raising  his  feeble  voice  in  opposi- 
tion lo  bath  the  truth  and  just  policy  of  such  doc- 
trines, be  should  feel  derelict  in  his  duly  as  a 
faithful  Repre$entalive,  and  guilty  of  treickerff  aikd 
<reaJon  to  the  great,  vital  and  immediate  interests 
of  those  whom  he  directly  represented  there,  and 
who.<.e  interest  he  bad  ever  attempted  lo  resist  the 
wanton  invasion  of  upon  that  floor,  or  elsewhere, 
without  regard'either  to  personal  bszird,  or  to  politi- 
cal sacrifice.  With  him,  the  time  bad  arrived  when 
he  had  as  little  to  expect  from  the  benevolence  and 
partiality  of  friends,  as  from  those  who  bad  gained 
possession  of  power  and  of  place  against  bis  will, 
and  at  the  sacrifice  of  all  that  was  dear  and  near  to 
the  sacred  rights  and  interests  of  those  with  whom 
his  iatetests,  ay,  his  all,  was  so  nearly,  deeply,  and 
inseparably  allied,  by  an  indissoluble  identity;  and 
he  felt  it  to  be  his  happy  lot,  while  be  stepped  forth 
in  defence  of  the  sacred  rights  of  o>hers,  to  be 
thereby  enabled  to  defend  his  own,  which,  to  him, 
were  held  by  far  more  dear  than  life  Itself.  But  as 
the  limits  of  the  proposition  before  the  committee 
would  not  admit  of  the  discussion  of  many  of  the 
topics  to  whitih  be  alluded,  he  would  endeavor  to 
confinehimself  to  thow  which  grew  immediately 
out  of  the  proposition  then  submitted  for  their  con- 
sideration. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.  it  is  not  to  the  mere  striking  out 
the  insignificant  sum  in  the  appropriation  bill,  as 
proposed  by  the  honorable  member  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Grkbm,]  to  which  I  l<  ok;  no,  sir,  no:  had 
that  been  the  only  object  or  effect  of  ibe  pioposi- 
tion  tbns  unceremoniously  made,  I  sbonld  have 
been  one  of  the  last  members  in  this  House  to 
have  raised  my  feeble  voice  against  it.  No,  sir;  it 
is  not  that  to  which  I  materially  object;  but,  sir,]  it 
is  to  the  designs,  effects,  and  ulterior  consequences 
of  (och  a  proposition  that  I  object,  and  its  insidioos 
and  covert  tendencies,  without  knowing  that  such 
was  the  object  of  the  gentleman  himself,  (Mr. 
Grexn.J  who  was  its  mover — for  we  often  are  in- 
duced to  do  things  by  others  without  being  the 
least  conscious  of  ibe  influences  by  which  we  are 
moved.  For  the  gentleman  personally,  my  feelings 
are  of  a  kind  character,  and  1  have  no  disposition 
lo  impugn  in  the  least  his  private  and  personal  mo- 
tives. 

This  propositioa  I  view,  sir,  as  an  antagonistieal 
one  to  founding  in  this  country — for  the  benefit  of 
Ihe  yeomanry,  the  working,  laboring,  producing 
people,  and  for  their  nse — a  permanent  and  solid 
carreney,  cither  of  hard  money  or  upon  a  hard  mo- 
ney, specie  basis,  by  which  paper  can  always  ba 
converted  into  specie  at  the  discretion  and  will  of 
the  working  and  producing  man  who  holds  it,  and 
who  has  paid  for  it,  in  his  produce  or  labor,  its  full 
equivalent  and  consideration;  and  without  which, 
I  now  contend  that  there  never  can  be  a  permanent 
carreney  in  the  country,  nor  safety  and  security  to 
the  labor  and  to  the  products  of  the  farming  and 
planting  classes  of  this  nation. 

For  this  reason  I  then  oppose  ih*  adoption  of 


this  proposition,  iatended,  as  all  must  admit,  a«d 
as  it  has  been  openly  avowed  here,  to  strike  <iow» 
your  minis  for  the  coinage  of  hard  money,  for  Ike 
use  of  the  farmers,  planters,  and  mechanics  of  than 
country,  Yes,sir,  with  aVKmeditated  pnrpcee.  na 
avowed  openly  and  covertly  by  those  who  have 
just  oome  into  power,  to  erect  on  ttieir  rains  a 
mammoth  Bank,  with  all  its  branches  and  aab- 
bimnches  extended  in  every  State,  if  not  eoanty  in 
ycut  Union— flooding  and  carpetting  the  whcde  na- 
tion with  its  worthless  paper  promines — false,  falie, 
as  they  have  ever  been  proven  to  be,  upon  the  very 
face  of  the  paper  that  bears  tlie  impress  of  their  pro- 
raises.  The  proposition  cm  your  table  looks  to  m«; 
it  is  to  effect  this  object  and  none  other;  it  is  itot  a 
new  proposition  at  all;  it  has  been  regularly  made, 
and  by  gentlemen  heretofore;  with  this  ioient;toef- 
ftol  which,  your  mints  mnsi  fir^t  be  destroyed,  and 
all  idea  of  aMihd,  permanent  currency,  founded  on 
a  sptcis  barit,  discoantenanced   and   diseoonged 

Smongst  the  laim»gfmukmrifl,pUnlimg,  aidpre- 
HCMg  elanei  of  this  country. 

It  has  bc«n  with  such  designs,  and  to  eSwt  sit^  an 
object,  that  a  similar  proposition  has  been  nnnnally 
inirodoced.and  revived  in  thisHooM  ever  aace 
the  establisbmenta  of  ihocc  mints  in  the  Sonthen 
sections  of  our  country.  It  haid  its  birth  in  hatred 
to  a  bard  money  cumency,  and  one  of  paper  to  be 
found  upon  a  specie  basis,  and  has  ever  eontiaaed 
its  jealousy  towards  any  and  all  mints  for  the 
coinage,  for  the  use  of  the  people,  of  any  thing  like 
hard  money,  as  a  substitute  for  their  falae  paper 
promises.  It  is  one  impediment  in  their  way,  and 
therefore  must  be  removed  for  a  more  sneeettfal 
operation  of  tlieir  plundering  banking  system,  as 
adopted  throughout  onr  entire  (M>untry,  and  which 
involves  directly  tbeir  consideration  in  this  djaeof- 
sion. 

Bnt  before  I  proceed  to  say  more  on  this  subjeet, 
I  must  beg  permission  to  nouce  the  course  of  soaie 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me,  and  reply  to 
some  remarks  that  they  have  made  in  this  discos- 
sion. 

In  the  first  place,  1  will  notice  a  remark  of  the 
honorable  member  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Mason.] 

This  gentleman  has  said  that  the  Secretary  <^  the 
Treasury  had  retained  in  office  defaulters,  after  be 
had  been  informed,  by  correspondence  that  they 
were  defaulters  to  a  coasiderable  amount  to  the  Go- 
vernment. 

Now,  sir,  this  charge  has  been  made  often  bete 
and  out  of  doors.  I  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  wiO 
endorse  ill  Will  he  hazard  his  reputation  upon  this 
ehargel  No  sir,  no;  he  dare  not.  I  deny  efcry 
word  of  it,  and  chalienge  that  gentleman  and  afl 
others,  who,  in  their  reckless  abase  of  that  ofieer, 
have  asserted  it,  to  come  forward  with  atiagt! 
proof  of  the  facte.  Why  have  they  not  done  ill 
They  have  often  been  called  on  for  proof,  bat  wiO 
now  do,'  as  th^y  always  have  done,  let  it  rest  upon 
tbeir  own  assertion. 

Again,  sir,  the  gentleman  had  said  that  the  Pre- 
sident had  appointed  to  power  men  whom  he  hsew 
to  be  defaulters. 

This,  again,  was  in  keeping  with  the  conduct  of 
gentlemen  of  the  Opp(»iiioo,  who  had  de&U  in  the 
most  barefaced  assertions  for  the  last  foor  yean 
without  deigning  to  prcduce  a  lingle  fact,  or  even 
eondesceiMliag  to  investigate  ih«m.  It  was  a  port 
of  their  tactics  to  avoid  all  invejtigatioa,  as  fatal  to 
their  objects  of  imposition  upon  the  credolons  and 
ignorant. 

I  again  deny,  sir,  that  there  has  ever  beea  the 
least  proof  produced  to  this  House,  where  it  sboold 
beyond  every  place,  have  been  the  first  in  which  In 
have  brought  forward  snob  evidence,  showing  that 
the  President  bad,  i«  a  aingis  case,  ever  appointed 
lo  office,  or  retained  any  individual  whatever  ia 
office,  that  was  a  defaulter  to  this  Government  to  the 
amount  of  one  dollar — he  knowing  the  fact,  al  the 
time,  that  snch  was  a  defaulter — and  I  dare  gentle- 
tlemen  to  produce  one  single  instance,  in  wWeh, 
upon  the  very  first  information  being  glv«i  of  any 
defalcation,  that  the  delinquent,  aa  soon  as  the 
fact  could  be  legally  establisbed,  has  n<x  been  re- 
moved, and  all  measures,  that  were  in  the  power  of 
the  Departmenis,  were  not  immediately  resociad  to 
to  secure  and  protect  theioierest  of  theGovemmeat. 
Bnt  gentlemen  have  taken  up  the  idea,  and  it  haa^ 
to  a  certain  extent,  been  avowed  here,  that  npoa 
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the  flnt  ramor  and  intimation  against  an  officer, 
the  officer  ihould  hare  been  forthwith  removed. 

Should  inch  a  coarse  have  been  par.^aed 
by  the  President,  then  h<  wonld  have  ^eeo  ex- 
actly sach  a  wtelcb  as  his  reckless  enemies  have 
le^CMDled  bim  to  have  been;  and  ench  as  every 
ignotanl  t<ppUngthop  politician  in  the  conntiy  hjsde- 
Boaneed  htm  as  being.  Sir,  do  honorable  gentlemen 
here  knoir,  that  if,  in  a  solitary  case,  the  Pr<- 
•ident  of  the  United  Statea  was  to  dare  to  lam  out 
any  iiidiridnal  from  office,  wiihoat  giving  to  him 
doe  notice,  and  an  opportnnity  to  be  beard  in  s^elf 
defeace,  he  woald  act  directly  ia  opposition  to  every 
principle  of  the  sacred  Conslitniioa  that  he  is  sworn 
to  lespect  and  obey,  and  bring  in  irutb  down  on 
him  all  those  cbaiges  of  lyianny,  prosciipuon,  and 
eraelly,  thit  be  bu  been  so  repeatedly  cbar^red 
with,  by  the  most  vile  and  reckless  oppos'tion  tibat 
ever  hu  before,  in  any  conniry,  conspired  to  over- 
throw  a  Government,  and  prostrate  the  liberties  of 
a  fire*  people.  Sir,  we  are  even  told  here  that  the' 
Seeretary  of  the  Treasury  ought  to  have  had  A,  D, 
and  C  removed  from  office,  and  upon  ihe  mere 
charge  of  eorrnption  and  defalcation  being  made, 
either  in  this  House  or  out  of  it,  acrainst  any  of> 
ficer  whose  place  might  have  been  fought,  or  be- 
come an  object  of  others,  without  waiting  farther 
evidence.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  heard  frequently,  from 
tiie  moM  ignorant  declslmeis  of  that  party,  snch  de- 
alaqttions  made,  in  endeavoring  to  roasnand  excite 
the  people  ai;ainst  the  last  and  present  Democratic 
Bepubliean  Admmistrationa  of  the  country;  bat  ne> 
ver  did  I  expect  to  hear  soch  from  a  member  on 
this  floor. 

Have  gentlemen  yet  to  learn  that  Ihe  removing 
power  is  alone  in  the  hands  of  the  President,  and  if 
yonr  Secrelary  of  the  Treasury,  or  any  other  Secre- 
tary, was  to  dare  to  attempt  it,  as  reqoired  by 
ttiose  wh^  thus  denoance  them,  they  woald  be 
gttiliy  of  an  act  of  asarpation,  for  which  they 
would  deservedly  forfeit  their  heads,  and  render 
themselves  infamous  in  all  time  to  cornel  Never, 
sir,  have  I  been  more  astooisbed  than  ta  hear  sneb 
declarations  falliog  from  gentlemen  profe^siikg  to 
be  men  of  intelligence,  and  occupying  places  that 
should  be  filled  by  no  others.  What  !  ibeSeereia. 
ry  of  the  Treasury  removing  officer.'*,  whose  duty  it 
ia  simply  to  ascertain  the  facts,  and  ri>port  them  to 
the  President,  after  affording  a  fair  and  an  impar- 
tial hearing  to  th«  accusedl  Is  this  to  be  the  doe- 
trine  and  principles  to  be  acted  on  by  the  ensuing 
Administration,  and  by  them  be  carried  out?  Is  it 
to  be  that  mere  rnmor  and  suspicion,  excited  by 
soiae  haugry  office  seeker  for  the  place  of  his  vic- 
tim, are  to  be  taken  as  evidence  of  guilt,  and  your 
iofariaied  Secretary  is  forthwith,  and  without  a 
hearing,  to  usurp  the  power  of  removal?  And  is 
this  the  reformihat  you  hare  so  bountifully  promised 
the  people  of  this  country;  and  one  of  the  principles 
tliat  the  people  decided  on,  in  the  last  Presidential 
election?  If  it  has  teen,  then  it  must  come  with  a 
vengeance.  That  there  has  been  in  this  Govtm- 
ment  defaulters,  and  ever  will  be,  under  any  future 
one,  without  regard  to  the  party,  in  power,  all  ho- 
nest and  rational  men  will  readily  confess;  but  so 
long  as  a  party,  or  the  beads  of  the  party  do  what 
is  ia  their  power  to  prevent  defalcations,  and  ex- 
pose them,  as  soon  as  satisfactory  evidence  is 
proeared  of  the  same,  no  honest  or  intelligent  men 
in  any  community  will  ever  hold  tbem  guilty  of 
sach  offences,  and  at  all  sobject  them  to  censure  for 
their  eonuuission. 

Look,  sir,  at  every  instance  where  an  investiga- 
tion has  been  had  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  Sie 
ezeeative  offieerc;  and  see,  in  every  individual  caite 
where  corruption  has  been  alleged,  if  it  has  not 
redonnded  to  the  most  perfect  acquittal  of  all  parti- 
cipation, or  knowledge,  or  connivance  of  it,  what- 
ever,  by  those  mach  abused  and  persecuiei  distia- 
goisbed  individuals.  Sir,  there  is  not  a  parallel  on 
record  where  there  has  been  so  much  abuse,  and  so 
many  charges  made  against  any  mea,  or  cet  of 
men,  with  so  little  truth  to  sustain  them.  Bo  little, 
dia  I  say?  To  this  day,  there  has  not  been  one 
particle  of  evidence  produced  against  a  member  of 
i)m  departments,  that  could  have,  in  anv  eomi  of 
Joatiee,  subjected  to  estuwf  the  mtral  ftUn  in  the 
land.  My  allusion  is  to  the  conduct  of  the  mem- 
ber* who  are  at  (he  heads  of  those  departments 
i^ieh  bav*  been  so  wantonly  asaaiied  by  the  otttod 


powers,  both  in  and  out  of  this  House.  Sir,  I  am 
no  apologist  of  these  m-o.  1  owe  them  nothing. 
I  have  htid  no  favors  from  them — not  even  those 
to  which  I  thonghl  my  constilaenis  entitled;  perso- 
nally, 1  bAve  a(ked  notbitig,  and  certainly  from  them 
I  have  little  to  expect  at  this  time;  but,  as  a  Repre- 
sentative of  a  Dpriioa  of  the  freemen  of  my  coun- 
try, when  1  speak  of  them  as  officers  of  this  Go- 
vernment, to  speak  truly,  neither  in  excnlpaiion  or 
in  disparagement,  save  and  except  what  truth  itself 
shall  demand,  is  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  justice,  to 
myself,  and  to  the  coualry. 

Mr.  Chairman,  frequent  allusions  have  betn 
made,  here  and  elsewhere,  to  the  conduct  and  cha- 
racter of  one  of  the  officers  of  the  branch  mint  at 
Charlotte,  in  Nrrih  Carolina,  ColonelJobn  'Wheel- 
er. He,  '00,  has  been  arraigned  for  extravagance, 
prodignliiy,  and  curropiion.  Pcimit  me  lo  say,  sir, 
with  that  gentleman  I  have  long  had  the  honor  of 
an  intimate  acquaintance.  I  know  him  well,  and 
his  family  before  him;  and  I  know  him  lobe  a' gen- 
tleman of  talents,  of  the  highest  honor  and  integrity, 
against  whom  the  voice  of  scandal  was  never  heard 
to  lisp,  until  he  had  taken  office  under  this  Admi- 
nistratiKD;  a  gtntlemai),  sir,  whose  character  wonld 
suffer  no  disparagement,  if  it  did  not  rise  in  the 
teale  of  comparison  with  any  of  his  tradu«ers  span 
this  floor,  or  out  of  this  House.  Bat  it  is  said  he 
writes  newspaper  paragraphs.  Grant  it.  And  who 
has  a  belter  right,  as  a  freeman  of  this  Repablic? 
Bis  conduct  has  been  assailed,  and  wantonly  as- 
sailed? And  has  it  come  to  this,  in  the  new  reform, 
that  one  is  to  be  assailed  here,  accused,  and  con- 
demned, and  convicted,  and  not  le  be  heard  in  bis 
defencf  ?  When  were  such  doctrines  ever  heard  of 
bjfcre,  or  dreamed  ( f  being  asserted  in  the  congre- 
gated assemblage  of  freemen?  The  paragraphs 
alluded  to  were  written  in  viodicalion  of  his  own 
conduct;  and  who  denies  Ibis  right,  or  objects  to  its 
justice?  I  see  in  the  papers  that  he  has  been 
charged  with  mismanagement  and  extravagance  in 
his  ufficial  duties,  to  the  enonaatu  amount  of  some 
|n6,or|316. 

Now,  sir,  from  the  knowledge  of  the  character 
of  that  gentleman,  bad  be  dreamed  of  the  least  ob- 
jectirn  being  taken  to  that  account,  I  hazard  no- 
thing in  saying  that  he  would  not  for  one  moment 
have  hes  lated  to  have  taken  the  money  from  his 
own  pocket  and  paid  it  without  a  murmur.  Yes, 
he  wonld  have  scorned  lo  hare  permitted  his  con- 
duct to  have  been  arraigned,  as  a  public  officer, 
however  unjust  it  might  have  beeh  for  him  to  hare 
paid  the  money,  and  subjected  himself  to  the  ma- 
levolence and  censure  of  his  unfeeling  and  un- 
principled calumniators,  when  it  must  be  recollect- 
ed, too,  that  no  part  of  this  prodigious  sum  was  ap- 
propriated to  his  own  use,  but  wholly  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  property  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.  Sueb  is  Ihe  amount  of  the 
charges  made,  and  harped  en  so  much  here  and  at 
other  places,  against  the  officers  of  this  Admini- 
stration. 

The  charges  of  'corrupticp,  extravagance  and 
prodigality,"  have  been  made  and  rnng  upon  every 
note  of  lh»  political  gamu>,  against  the  friends  of 
this  Admini>tration.  It  has  been  so  often  repeated 
and  re-echoed  here,  that  our  ears  have  bijen  deafen- 
ed and  stunned  at  its  reiteration.  From  the  oft- 
repeated  sounds  without  the  rariatiana,  one  well 
might  suppose  the  words  WiegrofAei  and  set  lo  note, 
from  their  regular  and  monotonous  sound  on 
this  floor.  It  is  immattrial  upon  what  snbjeci 
you  are  ealltd  on  to  aci,  this  awful  note  U  the 
first  to  greet  the  ear.  Sir,  it  frequently  re- 
minded me  of  the  cry  of  a  certain  mischieroDs 
bird,  that  has  been  a  pest  in  the  fields  of  every 
farming  and  planting  man,  from  the  earliest  days 
of  agrioulture,  and  which,  at  the  first  approach  of 
the  planter,  ceases  to  pull  op  his  grain,  flies  off  from 
his  plunder  with  cry  of  "caw,  caw,  caw,"  and  with 
equally  as  much  meaning,  and  with  as  little  varia- 
tion, ax  do  the  honorable  gentleman,  who,  upon 
every  occasion  are  heard  to  cry  here,  "corruption, 
corruption,  corruplion,"  Ac.  Where,  sir,  ia  the 
corrnpt.on  and  extravagance  so  much  complained 
of?  Who  has  been  guilty  of  it?  We  well  know 
for  the  four  last  years,  the  appropriations  by  this 
and  the  other  branch  of  this  House,  have  gone 
much  above  the  estimates  of  ihe  Executive  De- 
partments |iad  the  reeommendations  of  the  Presi- 


dent. Will  it  be  denied,  then,  if  there  has  beeit 
corruption  arising  out  of  the  exuavaganee  of  thif 
Administration,  that  this  and  the  other  branch  of 
.Congress  are  equally,  if  not  more  responsible  for  it, 
than  the  Executive  Departments,  Mark  yon,  sir, 
there  never  has  been  yet,  within  my  beariag,  aay 
charge  made  for  the  expending,  and  diaburaemeat 
of  more  money  than  what  has  been  appropriated 
by  law,  as  passed  by  Ibis  House  and  ihe  oiher  body 
of  Congresp.  The  charge  of  spending  more  than 
was  appropriated,  I  say  has  never  been  made,  and 
of  course,  no  appropriations  oen  be  made  but  by 
the  assent  of  both  bodies. 

Now,  sir,  during  the  time  of  Ihe  highest  appro- 
priations and  the  greatest  exiendiiures  took  plaer, 
which  was  in  '33,  >4,  '5,  the  Opposition  party 
themselres  held  a  majority  in  the  other  btaach  of 
Congress,  and  could  at  any  time  have  rejected  sach 
extravagant  appropriation,  if  they  had.  deeoKd  it 
proper  l ;  do  so;  but  they  did  not  do  il;  they  saw  the 
necersiiy  and  indispensability  of  tbe  expenditnres, 
and  never  raised  an  objection  lo  them.* 

If  there  has  been  extravagance,  then,  it  must 
have  had  its  origin  in  this  House,  and  for  it  the 
members  of  ibis  body,  individually  or  coUeetivi^ 
ly,  are  responsible.  The  leading  measures  of  itae 
Government  that  have  increased  the  expendiiwres 
to  any  considerable  amount  of  a  permanent  cha- 
racter, were  the  increase  of  the  pay  of  tbe  navy, 
and  tbe  increase  of  your  standing  army — and  who 
were  the  champions  of  these  measures?  An  voAi- 
vidua!  who  stands  high  in  the  Whig  parly,  and  had 
a  dinner  given  him  in  Norfolk  for  the  part  he  took 
in  getting  one  of  those  measures  throngh  Congress; 
and  if  yon  will  look  at  the  rote  on  the  other  sub- 
ject, yon  will  find  an  equal  number  of  the  Whig 
members  supporting  it,  or  a  number  nearly  as  great 
in  proportion  to  their  whole  number  in  the  House 
as  that  of  the  Demrcrats.  Yon  will  find,  too— and 
I  say  it  to  their  credit — their  voles,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  recorded  in  favor  of  moil,  if  not  all  Ihe  ap- 
propriations to  carry  on  tbe  Florida  war.  These 
are  matters  of  record,  that  the  jouinals  of  the 
Hoiise  will  show,  by  turning  to  the  yeas  and  nays, 
as  recorded  on  the  several  subjects. 

What  measure  of  an  extravagant  character,  ot 
one  that  has  involved  the  expenditure  of  any  very 
laige  amount,  except  what  is  embraced  in  the  regu- 
lar appropriation  bills,  that  has  not  been  brought 
forward,  for  the  last  several  years,  by  a  Whig. ' 

I  hold  now  in  my  hand  the  reus  of  the  members 
of  Ibis  House  at  the  last  session  of  Congtess,  upon 
tbe  most  prodigal  and  extravagant  propositioa  that 
was  offered  in  this  House  during  Ihe  long  aitting  of^ 
the  last  sessiont 

Jmrnui  Houit  of  Reprttentativu,  IMO,  <m^M!L 
Oo  Uu  motion  of  Mr.  PiOKWs,  mxlt  the  I3ui  of  Ftbciuwy, 
to  «;nend  the  uid  iDitruclioiM  ao  «<  tu  rawl,  "with  UuirucUau 
toronaldM  the  txpedleney  ofrtponiag  a  bill  Inftrorof  ih* 
mtuun.** 

Onilie  moiioaof  Mr.  Huiru),  of  the  13il>  of  Fcbniu7,  to 
nibadiui*  lor  Mr.  Pioaam's  moiion  Ui«  following:  Alio,  ihju 
llie  CommitiM  of  Wajra  and  Maana  be  inatractad  lo  nport  bllla 
In  Meordance  wiih  the  aattmaiaa  cootaioed  in  the  raporta  (ram 
the  Chief  Engineer,  and  Chief  of  UieTopographical  Engineera, 
In  the  Secrelary  of  War,  and  communicated  to  Congreu  by  the 
Preaident,  making  approprisliona  for  the  year  1846,  foi  tbe  eon. 
liuuatioo  of  tlie  conairuciian  or  improvement  of  hacbon  sad 
loaik,  and  ihe  naTigaiioa  of  rivere,  for  which  appropriallaDS 
have  been  beieiofore  made:  unleaa  in  any  particular  caae  tbe 
eommttiee  ahall  be  of  opinion  that  the  particular  work  ought 
to  be  entirely  dieeonlinued:  and  In  each  caae,  if  any,  the  com- 
mittee ehall  aubmi:  lo  tbia  Houae  the  reaione  which  lead  to  each 
concliulone.! 

The  main  queatlon  was  then  put  on  tbe  ameaduMat  ot  aab- 
atitate  of  Mr.  M  abvui  forihe  amendment  of  Mr.  fiOKEU,  ai  d 
'  in  the  negative:  yeu  80,  naya  112. 

or  the  80  in  the 'affirmative,  there  are  53  Wb'gi 
to  37  Democrats. 

Of  the  113  iu  tbe  n^fative,  there  are  33  'Whigs  to 
80  Democrats; 

Leaving  a  large  majority  of  the  whole  of  tbe 
Whig  party  voting  in  favor  of  this,  tbe  most  «!• 
travagant  proposition  that  was  made  during  the 
last  session,  and  a  large  majority  of  the  Demoeiaia 
voting  agaiast  it.  Yet  the  Democrats  are  de- 
noanced  for  extravagance,  and  the  'Whig*  are 
landed  as  dosefisied  economists  to  the  people. 

But,  sir,  again,  tbe  next  most  eziravagaat  pro- 
position that  was  made  daring  the  last  session,  la 
tbe  Committee  of  the  Wh«le,  was  made  by  the 
member  from  Indian  [Mr.  Paornr,  a  Whig]  to  ap- 


'The  Oppoeltion  and  ConserTatlTee  had  the  majority  in  die 
Honae  alao  in  1838,  "39. 
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propriate  ^00,000  fer  the  coDtinaaiioB  of  t  he 
Camberland  Itoad.  Not  being  able  to  lake  the 
je»M  and  nays  in  a  eommiiter,  the  vote  on  this  pro- 
position was  taken  by  tellers.  And,  sir,  I  look  my 
seal  tbeie,  near  the  place  of  the  itUers,  and  count-, 
ed  the  rotes  as  the;  passed  ibrougbi,  and  tbree- 
fonrtbs,  or  >  tliereaboat,  of  those  who  roted  for  this 
appropiiatioo,  were  Whigs,  and  no  gentleman  will 
now  deny  it.  The  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
[Mr.  Thompson]  sat  by  me,  and  will  bear  me  out 
in  what  I  have  staled,  I  think;  and  sir,  strange, 
passing  strange,  I  then  saw  certain  gentlemen 
weak  tbroagh  and  rote  for  that  propoMiion,  who 
have  been,  and  are  now,  the  loudest  in(denoaDciDg 
(bis  Administration  for  extravagance,  prodigality, 
aad  eorrapiion;  and  who  have  luog  tolbe  very  hea- 
vens their  voices  against  the  pitifal  txpenditure  of 
en$  kwulrul  and  rixteen,  er  two  hwiirei  and  lixteen 
dtlUrn  npon  the  public  grounds  attached  to  the 
brancn  mint  at  Charlotte,  in  North  Carolina;  and 
which  was  spent,  too,  exclusively  for  the  improve- 
Bent  of  the  public  property.  Sir,  if  we  could  be 
astonished  at  any  thing  that  men  could  do  at  this 
time,  these  facts  alone  would  be  startling;  but  the 
pnbiic  mind  is  not  in  a  condition  to  hear  facts,  and 
cU  and  young  are  ready  to  jump  and  run  wiih  every 
pMieal  culprit  who  will  cry  uekhim,  boy— utk  him, 
toy,  to  draw  attention  from  his  own  cond.oct. 

But  really,  sir,  it  most  have  been  amusing  to  an 
imjiartial  spectator  to  have  sat  and  witnessed,  in 
this  body,  the  transitu  condition  of  certain  gentle- 
men of  this  most  ecbnomioal  parly,  and  lo  have 
observed  what  a  jarring  of  language,  and  confa- 
sion  of  tongues,  Ihey  exhibit  in  ihe  somersets 
and  changes  that  ihey  are  daily  making  before  the 
world  upon  ibis  subject  of  extravagance.  Has 
any  gentleman  listened  atlentively  at  the  speeches 
that  have  been  delivered  on  Ibis  floor,  wiihin  four 
weeks,  without  biing  satisfied  of  a  most  unac- 
eonntable  change  coming  over  the  dreams  of  some 
of  the  minds  of  those  honorable  men,  who  h^^relo- 
fore  have  been  so  celebrated  for  the  denuncia.ion 
of  this  Administration  for  its  extravagance  and 
eorraptioni  Could  any  one  have  listened  at  ihe 
(pe«ch  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [iVlr. 
BcLi,]  and  that  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Bibnaro,]  without  being  satisfied  of 
this  ezlnordinary  change  in  their  minds  npon  this 
snbjecit  Can  they  fail  to  have  seen,  in  the  temper 
and  tone  of  these  speeches,  that  an  infinitely  more 
extravagant  Administration  than  any  we  have  yet 
bad,  was  in  contemplation?  The  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Birmabd,]  demonstrated  most 
clearly,  no  donbt,  to  his  own  mind,  the  necessity 
there  was  to  raise  our  taxes,  by  jtacieaiing  your 
tariff  on  certain  articles,  and  this  speech  was 
acquiesced  in,  and  sanctioned  and  compli- 
mented highly  by  the  honorable  member  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  Bell  ]  Bu),  sir,  the  speech  of  my 
honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Ritneb,]  above  all 
others,  proves  most  clearly  the  sudden  revolution 
that  has  recently  taken  place  in  that  party.  While 
we  have  been  denounced  for  extravagance,  and  for 
permitting  the  expenditures  of  the  Qeneral  Qovern- 
ment  to  ma  up  to  25,000,000,  or  38,000,000  of 
dollars,  my  honorable  colleague  has  spoken  of, 
and  advocated  measures  in  his  speech,  that  would, 
at  the  lowest  calculation,  involve  the  ensuing  Ad- 
ministration in  an  expenditure  of  more  than  ^0,- 
000,000  per  annum;  and  has  gone  on  farther,  and 
abown  coiuslusively,  no  doubt,  lo  his  ownjmind,  that 
t!)is  amount  could  be  realized  by  an  increas*  of 
faxM,  by  raising  a  tariff  on  Inxurif  s,  silk.<>,  wines, 
and  linens,  Ac.  While,  sir,  1  acknowledge  thai 
my  colleague  made  a  most  excellent  spf  ech,  and 
in  some  parts  of  which  I  most  cordially  agreed  with 
bim,  I  must  say,  on  the  whole,  it  was  one  of  the 
highest  toned  extravagBntproduetiotu  that  I  have  lis- 
tened to  in  tliis  Hoase,  and  to  carry  out  the  objects 
of  which,  in  fonr  years,  would  involve  this  nation 
in  a  debt,  ihat  no  human  eye  can  foresee.  0(ber<i, 
sir,  of  the  same  party,  have  taken  a  similar  view 
mpon  the  same  subjects,  bat  upon  wbciie  remarks 
I  wilt  not  dwell.  One  gentleman's,  however,  I 
woakldo  injustice  fb  omit — the  honorable  mem- 
bw  from  Maine,  (Mr.  Evans.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  a  i<^nileman  of  the  st  talents, 
whv  is  justly  entitled  to  the 'position  that  be  oeen- 
plea  bare  as  a  leader  of  his  party,  has  bad  the  mag- 
nanimity to  meet  this  qaestion  opwijr  and  manly 


upon  every  occasion.  6it,  he  is  no  oriinary  mail. 
He  never  amuses  us  here  with  any  shallow  ideas 
that  flit  across  bis  mind.  No,  sir,  be  speaks  ad- 
visedly or  not  at  all,  and  by  so  doinr,  be  has  well 
earned  for  himself  the  high  honor  that  has  recent- 
ly keen  conferred  on  him  by  bis  par^  in  the  State 
of  Maine.  What  does  be  say4  What  did  be  say 
on  this  floor  during'  a  debate,  in  which  he  had  an 
occasion  lo  reply  to  some  remarks  Si  my  honora- 
ble colleague  from  Noi'ih  Carolina,  [Mr.  McKayI] 
8if,  t  am  glad  that  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Evans] 
is  present,  aad  I  have  bim  now  in  my  eye;  and  if 
I  mistake  him,  I  call  on  bim  to.  correct  me.  That 
gentleman  then  emphatically  said,  for  I  wroie  it 
down  at  the  time,  that  it  was  not  to  like  amount 
that  ibis  Administration  had  expended,  but  to  its 
not  having  spent  encngh,to  which  he  objeetei';  also 
lo  the  manner  and  objects  lo  which  the  money  had 
been  applied.  He  was  the  advocate  of  no  penu- 
rious, clo&e  fisted  economjr.  He  was  for  a  liberal 
expenditure,  such  as  was  necessary  to  carry  on  all 
the  internal  improvemenu  of  the  country,  for  re- 
pairing our  fortifications,  building  harbors,  im- 
proving our  navy,  &c.  &c.  This,  sir,  was  what  I 
then  understood  lhat  gentleman  to  .-ay,  and  all  I 
have  heard  from  him  this  session  has  been  in  cor- 
roboration of  these  views.  (Mr.  E.  made  no  re- 
ply.) Now,  sir,  I  ask  again  and  again,  bow  do 
these  seniimenis  comport  with  this  continued  cry 
from  this  inui2</ry  of  poliiiclans  about  "extrava- 
gance and  corrupllonl" — men,  sir,  that  are  not  even 
permitted  in  rotincil  of  the  great  agitators  Ihem- 
telves,  who  have  ulterior  and  higher  objects  in 
view. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  one  other  thin^  to 
which  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  this  House 
and  this  country.  The  honorable  genlleman  from 
Maine  [Mr.  Evans]  has  staled  imphatically,  I  think, 
again  and  again,  in  this  House,  ibai  it  was  not  the 
grou  amount  of  acpinditwet  lhat  had  been  made  by 
this  Administration  to  which  be  had  objected,  but 
more  to  their  "niggardly  ponimont/,"  (I  think  these 
were  the  woids  which  be  used  on  one  occasion,)  and 
to  the  manner  and  objects  of  those  expendiiutes.  I, 
sir,  have  spoken,  in  another  place,  of  this  geiitle- 
wan'S  high  sianding  with  bis  parly,  and  ihe  weight 
to  which  every  thing  lhat  falls  from  him  is  entitled. 
Now,  sir,  mark  ii;  1  had  the  honor,  but  a  few  days 
since,  lo  visit  another  part  of  Ibis  Capitol,*  where 
this  very  subject  of  "ibe  txtrmtganee,  prodigcJily, 
and  eormptien,'"  of  mis  Aamioistration,  was  under 
consideration.  It  was  then  and  there,  for  the  first 
time,  that  I  heard  and  saw  the  gauntlet  thrown 
down  by  a  distinguished  gentlemao,]  and^ll  chal- 
lenged to  touch  it  who  dare  to  discuss,  item  by 
item,  the  expdiency,  economy,  necetsiiy,  and  -pro- 
priety, of  any  single  object  ot  expenditure  lhat  had 
b-en  incurred  by  ihe  present  Administration;  and; 
sir,  wha  can  conceive  my  utter  astonishment, 
when  I  saw  ibis  challenge  declined,  on  the  plea 
entered  by  another  distinguished  individual,^ 
that  it  was  to  the  grou  amowU  lhat  objections 
to  i,ls  extravagance  had  t>een  made,  and  nut 
to  tb«  items  or  particular  manner  of  the  expen- 
ditures. Now,  sir,  here  are  two  positions  taken  by 
men  ih?  most  distingoisbed  of  tbtir  party,  as  dia- 
metrically oppjsite  as  are  the  poles,  yet  both  are 
hurried  on  with  equal  fervor  lo  the  consummation 
of  their  ultimate,  though  diametrically  opposite,  ob- 
jects. Sir,  in  ihi«,  they  both  cannot  be  right;  there 
is  a  deadly  erott  fin  in  their  own  ranks,  by  soldiers 
of  equal  skill,  thai  proves  by  demonstratiPH,  conclu- 
sively, lhat  they  are  in  a  false  position,  and  that  a 
retreat  or  destruction  is  inevitable. 

But  the  cry  of  "corruption,  extrnoganee,  and  pro- 
digality," slill  rings  through  my  ears.  This  caw, 
caw,  caw  note,  that  has  been  so  much  rang  in  every 
secLon  of  our  beloved  country,  to  impose  upon  the 
innocent,  but  too  credulous  yeomanry  of  our  hard 
working  and  laboring  population,  to  win  them 
from  the  prodnciive  interest  and  nAjvgati  them  to 
the  rule  of  unproductive  swindling  corporations. 

To  expose  the  authors  of  these  impositions, 
which,  I  confess,  commenced  and  had  their  origin 
here,  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  document  which  should 

*l  WH  infarmad  by  Mr.  Maivih  of  New  Tork,  Um  xaotn  of 
thii  propoolUon,  Uwl  it  embrai^ad  aa  ezpenditur*  of  f^VMfKD; 
,  br  oitaen,  noarer  •laOOO.OOO. 
I    tMr.  Baehaaan-al^Pwasylvania. 

}  Ut.  Oligr  of  Xoamskjr, 
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forever  put  to  hluA  ibe  individual  who  shall  dare 
repeat  it  again  On  this  floor,  however  often  it  may 
be  repeated  by  ollun  abroad,  for  the  wftot  of  better 
infutmatiom  It  is  composed  of  the  six  standing 
mies,  of  the  26  h  Congress,  of  this  Hoase,  and  is 
lo  be  found  in  the  following  words,  page  50,  "Con- 
gre>sional  Direciory,"  1841: 

"the  following  aianding  commiilMo  wer«  appoioled  at  lb* 
first  Msiion,  aiid  aland  through  the  (Jonaioaa: 

Commillee  m  ErpemtUuretinilje  Department  »f  ~— *- 
Measre.  Joteph  R.   Underwofd,  Kehiucky;  Joalnia 
Maine;  Joasa  A.  Bynum,  North  Carolina;  JC"'^  "" 
Conneciicui;  Qeorrt  W.  Orabb,  Alabama. 

OmmitUe  on  Bxpaiditura  in  the  Department  ef  Ike 
Trtatury.—Meeaa.  George  Evane,  Maine;  Lot  Warren, 
Georgia;  Charlea  G.  Aiherton.  New  Hampahiie;  NaUiaaiat 
Jonea,  New  Yoric;  Tyuxnoa  OMorMcConnaciiest. 

ConmUUee  on  Exnenditttre*  in  the  Defortment  of  War.— 
Mesare.  Peter  J.  Wagner,  New  York;  Reuben  Chapoiaa, 
Alabama;  Isaac  E.  Ilolmea,  South  Carolina;  iincAotat  B.  the, 
New  York;  Jamee  Cooper,  PaniMtlraoia. 

Committee  on  Etpendiluree  in  the  DepartmaU  jftw 
JVai>y.— Meaara.  Levereit  Sattorutalt,  MaaaacbuaeOa;  mKiir 
Cfreen,  Kentucky;  Aaron  VanderpoeLNew  Tort;  JamtaOear, 
Pennaylvania;  WilUam  Simonlon,  PeoDaylrwIa. 

Comtnitlee  on  Eipendituree  in  the  Departmemt  ^  Ihe 
Poet  Offiu.—Xemt:  Richard  P.  Marvin,  Xow  Yortt;  Gar- 
ret I>ori»,  Kentucky;  Linn  Bojrd,  Keatuckjr^  Bemp /t  Lime, 
Indiana;  Joahua  Lowell,  Maine. 

Committee  on  Etpenditures  on  the  Pnbiic  BKitdnua.— 
Meesra.  Bdtoard  Sianl;/,  Norh  Carolina;  Tkomat  Biwrf, 
PennarlTaoia;  Joaeph  Fomanca,  Pennaylvania;  Netiaauak  Bin, 
Now  York;  Selh  M.  Gates,  Now  York.  " 

Here,  Mr.  Chaiiman,  are  six  sianding  commit- 
tees, composed  of  five  members,  with  achairman  on 
each,  and  two  others,  who  are  Whigs,  and  are  as 
violently  opposed  to  this  Adminisiraiion  a^  men 
well  can  b«. 

The  chairman  of  each  committee  is  a  Whig,  and 
with  two  others,  making  three  out  of  five.  They 
have  full  power  of  the  iuvtetigation  of  an;  sob- 
ject  that  may  have  had  the  least  relation  to  any 
expenditures  in  any  one  of  these  several  depait- 
ments.  Yea,  sir,  mote,  upon  the  suggestion,  or 
the  suspicion  of  any  extravagance  and  c«rrapti<w 
in  any  of  those  departmenU,  it  became  their  duly 
to  institute  immediate  investigation,  and  to  r^oit 
the  result  to  this  House  and  the  country. 

It  was  the  duty,  also,  of  every  member  of  this 
Houi-e,  who  should  have  enieriained  ttie  remotest 
idea  of  eorrapiion  or  eitravagance  existing  in  any 
of  these  departmenis,  lo  have  made  it  known  1^ 
resolution  through  this  House,  and  instructed  the 
committee,  who  had  cognizance  of  the  facts,  to 
have  inquired  into  them,  and  reported  fantawilh 
the  facts  to  the  House  and  the  country. 

Here,  sir,  was  the  field  widely  opened  to  all  m- 
vestigation,  with  committees  paeJud  in  their  own  fa- 
vor upon  every  subject  lhat  was  conneeted  with  the 
Qoverament,  financial  and  otherwise.  Every  de- 
partment was  thrown  opea  lo  them,  and  they  were 
invited  lo  walk  in;  to  examine  to  their  hearts'  ooa- 
teni. 

Thcie  was  no  longer  a  necessity  for  special  com- 
mittees to  investigate  fraud,  extravagance,  or  cor- 
ruption. Here  they  were  appointed  by  their  own 
Speaker,  with  three  out  of  five  members  on  eaeb 
committee,  with  the  chairman  at  their  head.  Here, 
sir,  they  have  had  full  power  to  ascertain  the 
facts  in  relation  to  every  species  of  corruption 
and  extravagance.  For  the  whole  of  the  last 
session,  occupying  near  eight  months,  were 
those  commitiees  in  session,  and  the  whole  of  this 
present  session;  and  what  have  they  done  in  ihe 
way  of  detection  and  exposition  of  extravagance 
and  corrupiionl  Not  one  single  thing,  save  and 
except  4116  or  |316,  in  relation  to  this  said  brandi 
mint,  and  which  all  admit  was  laid  out  for  Iba 
benefit  of  the  public  grounds  conneeted  with  this 
mint.  Such,  sir,  is  the  record,  and  are  the  facts 
in  relation  to  this  nniversal  cry  and  'H»w  note" 
aboat  corruption  and  extravagance,  which  has 
cansed  so  much  the  condemnation  of  this  Draao- 
cratic  Administration. 

Such  has  been  the  faciliu'es  given  to  their  oppo- 
nents by  the  Democrats  of  this  body  to  investigaie 
every  supposable  case  of  fraud,  corruption,  or  ex- 
travagance; and  with  what  grace,  I  ack  now,  cam 
any  honorable  gentleman  rise  here,  and  repeat  this 
charge,  knowirg,  as  he  mnsi,  that  he  has 
only  to  intimate  it  to  one  af  his  MeadB  on 
those  commitiees,  or  it  becomes  bis  daty, 
which  he  owes  both  lo  this  Hoose  and 
bis   constituents,    to  propose   to  instruct  one    of 

■Thnaa  name*  in  luOlos  are  Wbi|s,  with  tha  chatonaa  of  aask 
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these  eummitiecs,  to  ioquire  and  report  the 
faeis  to  the  Hooae,  in  relation  to  any  saspicion  be 
may  havel  Sit,  have  they  done  tbii7  Will  ihey 
nam  do  M  No,  no,  no;  sach  a  coarse  does  not 
snit  their  parpose,  as  it  makes  an  issue  with  ibem, 
and  pats  the  aceitsed  on  bis  trial,  which  is  not  a  part 
of  Ibeir  tactics  in  politics.  Their  system  Is  to  con- 
d«an  witbont  a  tiial,  and  sentence  before  a  hear- 
ing and  by  vagne  and  sly  insinaalion,  to  infuse 
their  poison  in  the  public  mind.  They  sbnn  all  in- 
vestigation by  which  truth  is  to  be  elicited,  and 
Hwrt  to  indiscriminate  charges,  founded  simply 
upon  their  own  reckless  as.-ertion.  Yes, 
sir,  and  by  such  a  course  hare  they  been  bat  too 
sneeetsfal  with  the  most  innocent  and  credulous  of 
the  ccnntry.  Bat  I  say  again,  such  a  course  can- 
K0(  "oome  to  good."  There  is  a  redeeming  sp'rit 
in  tb:  people,  in  the  Democracy  of  this  conniry, 
that  mast  and  will  in  time  orertake  them,  or  the 
Qovernment'  itself  is  undone.  What  man  have 
they  attempted  to  proscribe  in  this  way,  that  ibey 
have  not  already  immortalized  the  memoiy  of, 
whercTer  they  hare  been  brought  to  a  fair  investi- 
gation? Look  at  your  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
(Levi  Woodbury;)  they  have  eroded,  sir,  for  him, 
an  immortality  'more  durable,  than  bra^s.  Thty 
bad  their  committee— and  nith  a  ant!  He  passed 
its  fiery  ordeal,  and  what  hair  has  been  scorched) 
Others,  too,  whom  they  dared  not  to  put  on  trial, 
whoee  conduct  they  shrank  from  all  inve&iigaiion 
of  by  committee,  are  doomed  to  rise  above  their 
petty  calumniators  and  tradacers  in  immortal  glory. 
The  American  people  only  want  time  to  reUect,  to 
be  convinced  of  the  character  of  the  unholy  war- 
fare that  has  been  waged  against  ibe  Democracy, 
for  the  profits  of  their  labor — mechanical  and  pro- 
ductive. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  frequently  taunted  with 
onr  promises  of  economy  .while  opposing  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  now 
sits  before  me,  [i\dr.  Adams  ]  The  innocent  and 
uninformed  have  been  led  to  believe  that  the  entire 
opposition  of  the  Republicaas  to  the  administration 
of  Mr.  Adims  was  founded  on  its  enormous  ex- 
penditures iu  the  public  departments.  Not  so,  sir. 
There  were  higher  principles  at  issue  in  that  contest 
than  in  any  expenditure  of  revenue.  The  Demo- 
crats objected  to  the  manner  in  which  that  Admi- 
ttisttatioB  bad  come  into  power,  as  anti-Republican. 
The  honorable  gentleman  never  did  receive  a  ma- 
jority of  the  vows  of  the  American  people.  He 
was  not  even  the  highest  candidate  who  reached  the 
Hooae  of  Representatives,  but  was  taken  up,  vt  it 
was  supposed,  by  an  unholy  alliance  between  high 
contracting  parties,  though  with  a  less  vote  than 
General  Jackson,  and  was  forced  in  on  tbe  people 
as  a  minority  President-^which  aroused  tbe  De- 
mocracy in  every  section  of  the  Republic  to  re- 
venge this  wanton  nsnrpation  of  pcpalar  rights. 
The  people  took  the  subject  in  hand,  and  at  the 
next  election  rebnked'that  Administration,  by  plac- 
ing in  power  another,  at  the  head  of  which  they 
placed  the  distinguished  individual  who  had  ob- 
tained the  greatest  number  of  votes  at  tbe  preced- 
ing Presidential  election. 

Mr.  John  Randolph,  of  Vitginta,  ^n  exposing 
the  character  and  parties  to  that  coalition,  aad  while 
npon  this  subject,  said: 

"Bit,  I  han  much  to  aay,  wbicb  iwilbei  mjr  own  wetkiam, 
nor  my  ngudto  the  polluiua*  of  this  IIoum,  will  pennit  mo 
DOW  lo  MT.  A*  I  bate  exoaentad  the  principal  In  that  weigh- 
ty aftlr  of  (he  l>iUiaid  table,  I  alao  axeoerata  him  aod  hia  Ueu- 
laoaot  ftom  arenr  cha^a  or  coUuaion  in  the  firat  inatence,  and, 
if  it  ia  In  order,  I  will  Mate  the  reaaonafor  my  opinion,  when 
the  alllanoe  wasflnt  patched  np  between  tbe  two  great  leadsra 
of  the  Baal  and  Waat,  aeitber  of  (he  high  contracting  partlee 
bad  tba  premotioa  of  tlie  preaent  incumbent  at  alt  in  Tiew. 
Sir.  lepealE  knowingly  aatoone  of  tliaaa  paniea,  andwithtbe 


liighaai  degree  of  moral  probabilirf  of  the  other.  Can  it  be 
naeeaMtyuMtl  prorethial  Tba  tiling  proTaa  liaelf.  The  ob- 
ject waa  to  bring  in  one  of  the  panlee  to  the  compact,  whom  the 
CooalltutioB  lubaequently  excluded,  and  of  conrae  to  prorlde 
Ar  tlta  otlier.  A  gentleman,  then  of  tiiia  Booaa,  waa  the 
■  •       who,  to  the  ■        ■ 


laat  hoar,  caat  many  a  longing  al- 
though not  lingering  loolc,  with  oul-atretched  neclt,  to- 
waifi  Lottlaiana  —jugult  aiuifUa  lugaiur  —  to  diacorer 
wiMtlMr  or  not  lie  noold  he  one  upon  the  liat.  Sir,  it  ia 
Impoedble  tliat  lie  could,  Id  the  tret  inalance,  have  loolced 
to  the  elevadoa  of  another,  or  have  deelaned  to  promote  the 
Ttawa  of  any  man  but  in  eabaarrieDey  to  hi  own.  Sir,  common 
BiaaeibibiaiiL  But,  lir,  all  theae  caiculatlona,  howerer  aliU- 
ftal,  and  Duomaa  coolo  not  hare  made  better,  utterly  failed. 
Mr.  Crawlbrd  moat  obatinately  and  unreaaonabi),  I  conliMa^  re- 
(teaedtodie.  Itwaa  certainly  lerydiaobliging  hi  him.  I  aaw 
himbafiinIweotaainad,aadIil)oufht  it  waa  an  hundred  to 
ooa  ihailia  cauld  notaorrlTe  tba  aommer:  be  waa  then  dead  to 
•THypBipgntpsUttotpihraM.   LoidMaaa  NfSnd  (>v«w 


as  obninaiely  aa  Mr.  Cmwrotd  refused  u>  die;  and  ao  the  eren- 
tleman  waa  excluded.  It  was  then  that  Mr.  Adame  wee  first 
taken  up,  tMmpualUr,  which  we  planlace  of  the  South  iran» 
late,  a  hand  pl&nL 

"  Sir,  I  hdve  a  right  to  know;  I  had  a  long  while  before  an  In- 
terview with-the  very  great  man;  but  not  on  that  subject;  no, 
sir,  it  waa  atwut  buaineesnr  this  Uouse;  and  h«  so  far  deece  ided, 
I  should  rather  say,  ofao  great  a  aian,  condeaceoded,  aa  lo  elec- ' 
tioneer  even  with  uie.  He  said  to  me,  among  other  matters,  if 
you  of  the  Sooth  will  give  us  of  the  Weet  any  oilier  man  than 
John  4uincy  AdaAs  for  President,  we  will  support  him.  Let 
any  man  deny  this  who  dare;  but  remember,  sir,  he  then  ex- 
pected 10  be  a  candidate  before  the  Uouse  himaeJf.  If  you  will 
give  us  any  other  man.  Sir,  the  gentleman  in  queation  can 
have  no  diaposiilon  to  deny  it.  It  was  at  a  time  when  be  and 
the  present  incumbent  were  publicly  pitted  against  each  other, 
and  Mr.  Adams  had  crowed  defiance,  and  clapped  hia  winge 
againstthetJockor  Keoiudcy..  Sir,  1  know  thie  to  be  a  strong 
modeofexpresaion.  Idid  not  take  it  literally.  I  thought  I 
undentood  the  meaninf^  to  be  that  Virgieia,  by  her  strenuous 
support  of  Mr.  Crawlord,  would  furtner  the  success  of  Mr. 
Adaims.  'Any  oihsr  man,  sir,  beeides  John  Quincy  Adama' 
Now,  as  neiiher  Mr.  Crawford  nor  General  Jackson,  in  the  end, 
proved  to  be  'any  other  man,'  it  follows  clearly  who  any  other 
man  wa^  vix:  one  other  man,  id  at,  myself,  as  a  gentleman  once 
said  in  thie  Hooae,  we  will  support  him.  Bui,  sir,  as  soon  as 
this  egomei  was  out  of  question,  we  of  the  South  ioet  all  our 
InHnanc^  and  *wa  of  the  Weat'  gave  us  of  tbe  eouth  this  very 
John  4ttiocy  Adams  for  Preeideot,  and  received  from  him  ilie 
verv  office,  which,  being  lield  by,him,  we  of  the  Weet  assigned 
as  the  cauee  of  our  eupport,  considering  it  to  be  a  eon  of  rever- 
sionary Interest  in  the  Presidency,  (fee  the  letter  to  Mr.  F. 
Brooka )  It  waa  indeed  'ratsbane  in  our  moutli,'  but  we  awal- 
lowed  the  arsenic. 

"Sir,  I  will  take  the  letter  to  lh«  President  ofthe  Court  of  Ap- 
peals in  Virginia;  and  on  that  letter,  and  on  facta  which  are  noto. 
riousas  the  sun  at  noonday.ii  must  bo  established  that  therewas 
a  collusion,  and  a  corrupt  colloaion,  between  the  principals  in 
this  affair.  1  do  not  say  theegreement  waa  a  written,  or  even  a 
verbal  age.  I  know  tbe  language  of  the  poet  ia  true;  that  men,who 
'meet  to  do  a  damned  deed,'  cannot  bring  even  themselves  to 
speak  of  it  in  distinct  terms;  they  cannot  call  a  spade  a  spade; 
but  eke  out  their  unholy  purpose*  with  dark  hinta,  and  iouen- 
does,  and  signs,  and  shrugs,  where  more  is  meant  than  meets 
the  ear." 

-Such  were  the  sentiments  and  such  the  le.<iimony 
of  that  distinguished  statesman,  who  is  now  no 
mors.  Snch  is  tbe  evidenct  that  he  left  on  record 
agaii^st  these  high  coniracting  parties.  He  has  told 
all  posterity  the  principles  for  which  the  Demo- 
crats contended  in  their  opposition  to  that  Admi- 
nistration, anil  the  example  that  they  bad  re!>olred 
to  make  of  those  high  dignitaries,  who  had  dared 
to  disregard  the  will  of  the  people,  and  fcr  conside- 
rations, implied  or  expressed,  bid  defiance  to  the 
known  wishes  of  their  constituents. 

The»e  things,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  not  to  be  for- 
gciten.  It  is  good  for  the  country  that  we  some- 
time recur  to  first  principles — it  is  tbe  retrospect  of 
the  past,  that  sometimes  throw  light  on  tbe  future; 
and  gentlemen  who  contend  under  a  leader,  all 
covered  with  guilt,  should  be  at  least  cautions  how 
they  throw  corruption  at  others. 

But,  sir,  we  have  been  frequently  taunted  for 
exiravaeance,  and  it  has  been  told  that  we  con- 
tended for  an  ecoaomieal  Administration,  and  had 
deceived  the  country;  that  we  had  opposed  tbe  ex- 
travagance of  the  Adams  administration,  but  had 
been  more  guilty  of  it  ourselves. 

Now,  sir,  here  again  I  take  issue,  and  will  show 
that  the  principles  then  avowed  on  the  subject  of 
extravagance,  were  carried  out  in  gaud  faith,  and 
adhered  to  by  the  Democrats  most  sacredly,  until 
they  bad  effiectnally  accomplished  their  objects,  and 
redeemed  their  pledge.  Sir,  they  did  object  lo  the 
extravagance  of  ihat  Administration,  and  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  it  was  founded;  and,  sir,  it  was 
■ot  to  yonr  little  ''pieottuM  twopenci  kapmny"  ex- 
travagance of  a  little  contemptible  ofiiee  bolder — 
not  lo  a  little  outlay  of  one  haiudred  and  sixteen  dol- 
lars, or  the  puny  salaries  of  a  few  starving  clerks, 
or  to  old  ipoem*  and  diihei,  old  beisteadi,  towels,  and 
ether  ett/inary  imfUmtnU.  No,  rir,  no:  those  were 
not  the  objects  of  Democratic  reform — they  w«re 
reserved  for  other  men,  and  other  times — to  the 
other  parly,  with  a  new  born  zeal.  Tbe  Demo- 
crats looked  at  high  objects;  they  were  in  no  jest 
upon  subjects  of  extravagance  to  tickle  the  vulgar 
and  delude  the  multitude.  They  went  for  princi- 
ple, asTtrnst  they  ever  will,  and  opposed  princi- 
ples which  involved  tbe  expending  and  squander- 
ing of  millions  and  thousands  of  millions  of  the 
people's  money,  and  thereby  incnning  a  national 
debt  that  anbom  generations  would  never  be  able 
to  pay. 

What  were  those  principles,  then,  involved  in 
that  contest?  Hey  were  the  principles  on  which 
was  founded  the  right  and  expediency  of  carrying 
on  a  system  of  internal  improvements  by  the  Na- 
tional Gtoverament — that  was  the  nature  of  the  ex- 
txngUM*  opposed  with  so  mneh  TebemeoM  by 


the  Democratic  parly;  that  was  the  character  of 
extravagauee  that  was  so  signally  rebuked  by  the 
people  in  that  great  struggle.  Yes,  sir,  an  ex<^ 
travagance  carrying  with  it  a  sys  em  of  corruption 
.and  prodigality,  that  well  might  cause  the  people 
fur  and  irtmtling-  It  was  to  this  kind  of  ex- 
travagance and  corrnption  to  which  the  Democratic 
parly  looked  for  reform  and  relreuchmeni,  and 
which,  sir,  they  have  ultimaely  efiected,  trium- 
phantly effected,  and  by  no  "humbvggtry"  about 
office  holder^,  and  high  salaries,  and  •  kitchen  fur- 
niture." 

The  amount  of  the  millions  and  hundred  of  mil- 
lions of  dollars  that  was  sought  to  be  expended 
then  by  the  Opposition  party,  who  aie  now  to  be 
placed  in  powei  for  their  notions  of  reform  and 
economy,  are  justly  illosiraled  by  the  followicg  re- 
marks of  a  diitiDguishcd  Senator  from  South  (Mo- 
lina, [ibe  Hon.  William  Smith,]  who  has  since  de- 
parted this  life,  at  his  private  reaideDce ,  in  Ibe  State 
of  Alabama;'  and,  as  a  Sonthern  planter  of  worth 
and  intelligence,  he  has  left  few  equals  behind,and 
no  superior.  In  ibis  speech,  deliveted  in  the  Se- 
nate by  this  distingnished  and  extraotdinary  man 
on  the  11th  of  April,  1828,  in  opposition  to  the  ex- 
iravaeance  of  that  Administiaiion,  is  contained 
these  fict.<!,  to  which  I  call  the  particular  attention 
cf  the  committee,  in  demonstration  of  the  charac'er 
of  the  extravagant  measures  then  opposed  by  the 
Democratic  party,  but  advocated  then  by  the  parly 
now  calling  themselves  Whigs: 

"It  was,  Mr.  8.  said,  among  his  objections  lo  the  system,  the 
great  inequality  and  injustice  or  iu  practical  opeiations  in  the 
dilTeient  sections  ofthe  Union.  And  this  fact  was  fblly  denion- 
stiated.  At  the  preaent  session  there  were  applicaiona  from 
the  Western  States,  all  of  which  tiad  received  already  large  do- 
oatioos  in  public  lands  for  at  least  10,(X)0,060  of  acrea  for  Inter 
nalimprovementsandtotherpurpoaeeof  theirown.  Aodtbete 
were  applications  now  before  Congress,  in  some  shape  or  other, 
for  appropriations  for  internal  improvements  in  the  diffisrent 
States,  except  the  Stales  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  for 
,  more  than  a300,000,0nu.  And  with  all  this  prepaiation  and  ap- 
propriation in  the  other  Slates  to  fill  them  with  roads  and  ca- 
nals, at  the  expense  of  the  public  Treasury,  not  a  chain  had 
been  stretched,  nor  a  Jacob  suifT planted,  within  the  States  of 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  by  authority  of  the  General  Go- 
vemmeni,  for  that  purpose;  and  becauee  their  Legislature  have 
not  deemed  itconstitutional,  nor  proper  that  their  memlien  in 
Congress  shall  join  in  the  general  struggle  for  the  mere  fovora 
ofihe  General  Government,  and  higgle  andbuckstar  for  a  road 
or  a  canal,  aa  they  would  in  a  laarket  or  fair  (or  a  bale  of  gooda 
•r  an  ox." 

Here,  s>,  we  are  inforoJcd  Ihat  at  that  time,  at 
one  single  session,  there  were  applications  and 
projects  before  Congress  to  the  amount  of 
(300,000,000*  for  objects  of  internal  improvemeniB, 
without  an  application  from  two  large  and  respec- 
table States  of  this  Union,  which,  taking  tbe  year 
1818  as  an  average,  exported  within  |3,000,000  as 
much  as  the  whole  of  the  States  north  of  the  Poio- 
mac,t  except  Maryland,  that  'exported  about 
(^4,000,000. 

This  diiitinguished  Senator  in  continuation  said: 

"Sir,  it  is  not  the  revenue  you  eoUea  on  foreign  merchandiaa 
that  constitouia  the  real  wealth  of  a  nation.  It  la  the  amtnioC 
of  your  exports  you  are  enabled  to  aand  abroad,  thai  consUluies 

your  national  wealth.' "And  turn  it  aa  yon  will, 

all  your  revenue  ia  uWrnalaly  paid  Atom  iha  agricultural  pur- 
suits of  the  taboring  commtiMry,  who  are  enutled  to  their  full 
share  of  the  divideiida  of  the  Treasury." 

Without  going  into  the  enormity  of  tbeineqaaU* 
ly  and  prodigality  of  such  an  extravagant  amoaat, 
which  was  then  sanctioned  by  the  principles  and 
recommended  by  the  self  fame  party,  ibat  hmssinea 
become  tbe  advocates  of  economy  ander  another 
name,  I  shall  confine  myself  simply  to  the  enormi- 
ty of  the  amounts  that  they  then  had  in  contempla- 
tion to  expend.  Let  it  be  held  in  mind  that 
$300,000,000  had  been  applied  for,  ezclucive  of 
two  huge  Statgs.^i  which,  if  rewarded  accord- 
ing  to  their  exports,  would  have  increased 
these  applications  near  |300,000.000  more,  nak> 
ing  an  aggregate  of  about  500,000,000  doU 
lars,  at  a  time,  too,  sir,  when  this  nation  was  in 
debt  (o  the  amount  of  near  |70,000,000,  which,  had 
these  measures  met  the  approbation  of  tbe  Demo- 
cratic party,  in  the  aggregate  would  have  left  this 
natim  in  debt  not  less  than  |570,000,000;  and  if 
Ihat  party  had  failed  in  their  opposition  to  such 
measure.',  would  have  been  increased  by  this  time 
into  a  national  debt  of  from  one  thousand  to  two 
thousand  millions  of  dollars;  just  enongh,  sir,  to 

'  See  report.  Executive  documents  to  the  Senate  and  HoM* 
oTRapreaaoutives,  1898. 
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hare  realized  all  Uieir  splendM   hopes  of  a  "grtal 
national  debt  bang  a  great  nalirmid  blessing." 

Such  were  the  exiraTagaoce,  prodif;aIJty,  and 
corrnptian,  to  which  we  directed  all  our  energies 
of  reform  io  the  reroluiion  of  1838;  against  this 
monstrous  doctrine,  o( British  origin,  that  "a  great  na- 
tional debt  is  agrtat  naiiooal  blessing,"  it  waj  against 
that  we  waged  war,  which  resulted  in  a  glorious 
tiiampb,  and  ibe  prostration  of  the -whole  "Ameii- 
can  system"  party,  who  were  then  their  adtrocates, 
but  who  are  now  again  raised  to  power  by  the  wild 
iofataaiion  of  a  deluded  country,  who,  in  my  judg- 
ment, are  destined  to  witness  (|f  they  have  not  autho- 
rized it  by  their  own  recent  acts)  a  reiteration  of 
the  same  attempt  to  rivet  oo  them  the  renewal  of 
■this  selfsame  "American system," — with  recupera- 
ted energies,  badied  and  sustained  by  the  omnipo- 
tent power  (if  the  great  paper  credit  system,  loJiUh 
from  the  laboring  and  productive  classes  ihe  profits 
of  their  indutlry ,  and,  by  its  po  ver  of  oppre  'sion  of 
those  classes,  to  subjugate  them,  and  force  them  to 
a  final  aequicfcence  and  babmission  to  their  tyran- 
nical and  oppressive  measures  of  tariff' laxation — of 
eitortioD,  and  sztravagsncr. 

This  is  the  species  of  extravagance  and  corrup- 
tion, and  their  results,  that  the  Democracy  were 
pledged  to  oppose,  and  which  they  have  fai'hfnlly 
carried  out  to  the  letter,  so  far  as  they  have  bad 
the  power.  Nor  have  they  failed,  upon  proper  evi- 
dence being  prodaced,  to  correct  such  other  extra- 
vagance in  any  of  the  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  may  have  occurred  even  amongst  the  sala- 
ried officers,  however  much  of  minor  consequence  to 
the  great  principles  of  extravagance,  that  ihey  had 
in  view  for  reformation  and  retrenchment 

It  is  remarkable,  sir,  to  have  observed  Ihe  decla- 
rations of  the  honorable  member  from  Massacho- 
setts  [Mr.  Adihs]  in  relation  to  our  Sta'e  debts. 
He  slated  that  the  debis  of  the  Stalts  were 
upwards  of  |200,(K)0,000,  and  that  they  had  been  in- 
curred for  inietnal  improvements,  which  should 
have  been  effected  for  ihem  by  the  General  Go- 
vernment— no  great  difference  between  (he  absolute 
debt  and  the  projected  one,  as  stated  in  the  speech 
of  the  disiirgoished  Senator  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, to  which  I  have  referred;  and  the  only 
difference  is,  likely,  that  which  might  be 
saved  by  the  condactiog  such  works  by  the 
Slates  baring  them  under  their  immediate  con- 
trol, and  that  of  the  General  Government, 
whose  control  would  be  more  remote  and  more  sus- 
otfptiblt  of  a  loss.  And  in  ihis,  too,  the  honorable 
member  gives  us  no  obtcure  hint,  that  it  is  the  de- 
siga  of  his  party,  if  they  dare  do  it,  to  assume  ihe^e 
debts  of  the  Slates  in  come  shape  or  other,  and  . 
saddle  them  on  the  shoulders  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment. In  fact^  in  substance,  ';uch  were  his 
emphatic  declaration'.  Bat,  sir,  I  will  pursue  that 
branch  of  the  subject  no  farther,  in  vindication  tf 
the  party  with  which  I  act,  sgainst  ihe  chaige  of 
extravagance  and  corropiinn,  and  feel  perfectly 
safe  in  Itusiiog  Ihe  whole  subject  lo  an  impartial 
public. 

I  will  relnrn  again  to  the  branch  mint,  for  the 
wntlnnanee  of  which,  a  motion  has  been  made  l>y 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
GacBN,]  to  strikeout  the  appropriation.  I  conn- 
der  this  question  as  directly  involving  the  conside- 
ration of  a  National  Bank.  We  cannot  be  for 
abolishing  onr  mints,  without  having  in  contempla- 
tion a  (Bbstitue;  and  sir,  no  one  will  deny  that  that 
snbetitnte  is  a  National  Bank.  The  annihilation 
of  one  is,  in  effect,  the  sabstiiution  of  the  other. 
They  are,  in  fact,  antagonistical  propotitioos  in  a 
great  measure.  The  friends  of  the  one  are  prone  lo 
view  the  other  with  great  suspicion. 

Now,  sir,  I  here  take  my  stand,  not  only  against 
a  National  Bank  as  a  snbsiitnte  for  our  minis — to 
afford  the  laboring  agricultural  classes  paper  pro- 
mises as  a  sabstiiute  for  gold  and  silver,  as  equiva- 
lent for  their  labor  and  produce — but,  sir,  against 
the  whole  system  of  banking  as  it  is  now  carried  on 
in  this  country,  as  one  of  plunder  and  robbery  of  the 
great  planting,  prodnciive,  and  laboring  classes  of 
the  eonntry.  I  stand  opposed  to  this  whole  system 
of  roMsry  of  the  planting,  laboring,  mechanical 
classes,  as  one  mnknown  to  the  consutnlional 
fhuaen  of' onr  Oovernment,  and  one  which  was 
openly  and  expressly  repudiated  and  rejected  by 


them,  in  relusing  to  grant  the  power  (while  in  the 
Federal  Conveniion  that  sat  ai  Philadelphia)  to 
Congress  to  form,  originate,  or  establish,  any  such 
corporations  whatever.  I  oppose  them,  sir,  as  a 
spurious  batch — an  offspring  illegitimately  begotten 
of  your  Government,  b  Jih  State  and  Gkneral,  if  you 
please,  naautucrized,  and  not  sanctioned  by  any 
safeguard  of  your  nation.  I  oppdhe  them  as  en- 
gendering, and  as  having  alrealy  en.endered,  an 
Interest  and  influence  in  the  country,  not  provided 
tor  ander  the  Constitution  of  the  nation,  nor  foresen, 
nor  even  dreamed  o/,  by  its  illustrious  founders — 
an  interest  that  has  grown,  sir,  with  gigantic 
strides,  and  has  thrown  a  sbaiie,  and  does,  at  this 
lime,  both  her*  and  abroad,  over  all  other  in- 
terest known  and  provided  for  by  the  fathers  of  the 
Constiintion. 

Sir,  what  wne  the  great  interests  referred  to 
dur  ng  the  long  discussions  that  took  place  in  Ihe 
Federal  Convention  that  framed  your  Cooslitntioni 
What  were  those  referred  to  in  your  State  C«  nven- 
tinns  that  eaociioned  jour  Federal  Consiitutioni 
What  were  they,  I  emphatically  ask,  (after  ihe 
preservation  of  liberty,)  but  the  eomrnereiet,  ma- 
nnfteltiring,  and  agrieuUvral  inUreits  of  the  coun- 
tryl  They  held  them  as  Ihe  great  primary 
interests  of  Ihe  nation,  as  spoken  of,  referi-ed  to, 
and  reiterated  over  and  -over  again  in  your  Federal 
Convention,  and  in  every  Siate  Convention  that 
was  held  at  that  time  in  the  nation;  but,  sir,  which 
are  now  held  as  only  secondary  considerations  to 
the  great  paramount  interest  of  bank  corpoiaiions, 
rall}iug  aronnd  them  all  the  unproductive  interests 
and  influenc.'s  of  ihe  nation,  more  potent  ibau  all 
the  others  combined,  and  have  thereby  effected 
a  most  compl«le  revolution  in  the  whole  theory 
and  practice  of  your  constitutional  'Oovernment, 
and  if  not  speedily  arrested  in  their  rnward  course, 
mus:  in  future  make  atd  unmake  all  your  Presi- 
dents ad  liiUtan,  and  mooarchs  loo,  if  it  be  their  plea- 
sure. 

Will  any  man  here  dare  deny  their  predominant 
influence  in  ibis  nation  at  this  lime  over  any  one 
other  interest,  and  all  combined,  of  those  to  which  I 
have  referred.  A  fact  not  more  humiliating  tn  the 
proud  spirit  of  every  free  American,  than  it  is  appal- 
ling to  every  friend  to  the  freedom  and  independence 
of  his  country  throughout  ihe  Republic-  They  have 
effected  a  revolution  in  onr  whole  firee  Republican 
system,  that  Ibe  united  armies  of  all  Chrt&tendum 
could  not  have  effected  in  the  same  length  of  time. 
Fact:.',  which  Ihe  faithful  historian  must  record,  lo 
our  shame  and  lasting  infamy,  proving  ourselves  a 
degenerate  race  of  a  noble  ancestry. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  told  that  in  Ihe  last 
Presidential  election,  the  people  decided  in  fa- 
vor of  a  National  Bank,  and  sanctioned  this  mon- 
strous system  of  banking  in  the  country.  Sir,  can 
it  be  sol  I  cannot  believe  it.  We  have  not  less 
than  ten  subjects  that  the  people,  we  are  told,  de- 
cided at  the  last  Presidential  election,  and  have  ihey 
done  ill    Here  they  are — 

1st.  That  ih»y  are  to  have  a  National  Bank  of 
150,000,000  or  f  100,000,000  capital. 

2d.  That  the  taxes  are  lo  be  increased  by  an  in- 
crease of  your  (ar^  (upon  luxuries,  you  are  kind 
enough  iotiav,)&c. 

3.1.  The  distribntion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands. 

4  h.  Internal   improvement  by  the  General  Go- 
vernment, or  the  assumpiien  of  the  State  debu. 
*  5th.  Reform  and   retrenchment,  and  the  expul- 
sion of  corruption,  &e. 

6'h.  The  erection  of  light  houses  and  Ihe 
building  and  rebuilding  of  harbors,  foitiflcaiions, 
Ac. 

7th.  That  the  making  a  national  debt  lo  soppljr 
temporary  deficiencies  in  the  revenue,  was  pretera- 
ble  to  the  use  of  Treasury  notes,  looking  to  it  as  a 
na'ional  blessing. 

8  h.  The  immediate  and  unqualifl.'d  repeal  of 
the  ladependeni  Treasury  law,  and  the  immediate 
reunion  of  Bank  and  StaU  l»  fleet*  and  tyrannize 
over  our  people. 

9th.  The  call  of  an  extra  session,  to  put  in  ope- 
ration this  odious  system,  before  the  people  are  al- 
lowed time  to  detect  the  imposition. 

XOth,  and  lastly.  That  General  William  Hepry 
Harrison  is  a  real,  and  not  a  tkam-  herv- 


I  mi?ht  aid  another,  which  the  Aboliiiogmin 
was  decided  in  their  favor;  but  as  it  intcht  be  t» 
sidered  out  of  order,  I  tball  omit  it  for  tie  pi— «' 

[Here  some  of  the  Southern  members  sui  » 
an  under  lone,  it  was  out  of  order,  and  the  ^ 
man  indicated  that  it  would  be.] 

Sir,  I  shall  not  press  it,  aliboogk  I  bdiere  it  i« 
decided  in  their  favor  as  much  a>  any  oihfr  qio. 
lion  was  decided  by  the  people,  except  that Gwni 
Harrison  should  be  President— an  elect  vliiei 
was  produced,  in  my  opinion,  by  combiiied  tuset 
brought  about  mostly  by  that  great  and  poto«S 
fluence  of  the  banking  interest,  whieh,  byaeoiia 
process,  was  made  to  circulate  through  lad  ptK. 
irate  every  city,  village,  and  hamlet  io  the  lud 

I  do  not  believe,  sir,  that  the  mas?  of  tke  pnph 
were  bribed  by  those  instiiations.  No,  sIr  bt  be 
It  from  me  to  suppose  such  a  thing.  Tbentnsio 
cause  for  such  bribery.  But  that  ihesf  iuiiniiois, 
or  those  interrsted  deeply  in  them,  asrdlJKBuio. 
litical  machinery  to  coerce,  rouse  tai  tpwe  ike 
people' against  their  Qovemmeat,  timciiutt 
doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  intellignt  mu  ii  ^ 
country,  and  that  their  means  vere  eseil,  ii  crny 
possible  way.  to  effect  their  object,  there  is  just  u 
little  doobit  It  may  be  asked,  how  vk  tin 
done.  I  answer,  ia  a  variety  of  wajri.  First,  b; fit. 
nishing  and  circulating,  by  agents  employed,  poHa- 
cal  documents  themselves;  and  srcoidly,  bj  ftt- 
nishing  their  partisans  the  meui  to  do  it;  die 
enlisting  public  presses,  bj  teeotsiscdaiMi 
in  their  favor,  and  furnishing  the  mnni  for  by 
continuance  of  some,  and  iheesubljshiigototet, 
Uuough  the  whole  country,  to  opentttniioit  ftbbe 
opinion,  and  to  reuse  and  excite  the  pcopti  to  l^ 
sist  any  and  every  thing  in  Goremment  ihtt  Si 
not  promote  their  immediate  iotemf.  T(s,ii, 
yes;  you  now  have  it;  it  was  the  ialgeKt  of  the 
banking  inttituti><ns  over  thepablie  press o( the 
country,  that  brought  abont,  moreihu  airete 
cause,  the  revolution  io  1840;  and,  tir.viditbrsat 
machinery  and  materials,  tbeyeinbrinjiboilui^ 
iher  in  1844,  and  1848, and  1853, and  is  ofieii  ttit 
becomes  th<  if  interest  to  do  so,  uittil  die  pnpie « 
aroused  with  a  ju!t  sense  of  the  enomit;  ol  ildl 
powers,  and  the  variety  of  means  theyiselotici 
their  objects,  aid  pass  sentence  of  anafaiiilin  tt 
reform  on  their  whole  system  of  operalia.  Iv, 
sir,  here  is  the  interest.  Here  w  iheiBliaothi 
has  undermined  the  great  coDstitoiiogil  fitrie 
erected  by  the  immortal  fathers  of  the  BiToloiia 
of  177  6.  This  has  been  the  operation  of  diti  If 
tardly  potter,  nobegolten  of  the  Coiutiliitioief  w 
forefathers — rejected  and  repudiated  by  to  a 
convention  assembled,  to  influence  and  omoie 
the  right  of  suffrage  of  a  great  and  free  p(ople,it 
the  selection  of  the  highest  piesidinf  offiett  of  * 
nation. 

Yet  we  are  insultingly  told  that  the  i>wple»* 
that  it  should  be  so.    We  are  told,  too,  if  tie  bub 
are  let  alone  they  will  give  peace  to  iheconHJ- 
How,  8ir7    Ho»1    I  say  while  ihejeiia  «*? 
are,  there  n*vet  can  be  peace  or  i(po«it*s 
country.    Does  not  the  very  soceeanftWop*- 
rations  depend  npoo  their  expansioiisBdowifr 
lions.    While  this  process  is  eo«Mrf,J»»  »« 
there  bs  pea«e  or  reposet  Sir.the  »wii**"' 
banks  giving  peace  or  repose  to  a  pwplfi''  »**' 
tradictton  in  the  very  nature  of  things; '^r""'' 
never, can  have  it  while  they  exist  nnHiilW.**' 
have  been  for  years.  I  have  asserted  to  ik«»»" 
syiitein  of  banking  is  a  mere  syrt^n  of  e>tr*™| 
Ihe  profits  of  the  laborer  and  pN4«Kr,Iic«» 
hands  of  those  who  toil  in  its  pwtefl";*" 
illustration  of  the  fiusi,  suppose  iheie  »»«*»■ 
mnniiy  of  banketa,  aitd  no  other  w^  *• 
which  Ihey  could  operaiet    Can  the  ■»*  «"S 
a  condition  more  wretched,  in  wUdi  •■•* 
could  be  placed!    Why,  sir, so*  »«J»* 
siarving  condition  of  sneh  a  eommiaiiyi  *'' ^ 
would  be  compelled  to  feed  one  upon  theoiW" 
another,  aniti  the  entire  aaciety  shoaU  beeom* 
tinct. 

But,  sir,  how  different  would  that  waW* 
who  Uved  without  the  curse  of  those  i"**?* 
who  depend  upon  Ihsir  honest  labor  fof  »»*■ 
hood,  and  the  prodaoe  of  the  w'*J?'^*ij 
the  God  of  nature,  wheitoa  ** .  Wi?i25 
their  ndiMatl:  UsacI».a«h|t«^M       ~^ 
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■ot  fail  to  CDJoy  all  the  blessings  that  the  eattb 
afforded,  vritboui  the  least  prospfct  of  siarration, 
or  of  laferiog,  where  the  means  of  industry  weie 
properly  applied,  and  the  greatest  profa^ion  and 
abandaoceiD  the  production  of  the  earth  would 
btlheiis.  Such  would  be  the  striking  contrast  be- 
ttreen  a  banking  commoniiy,  and  one  where  a 
took  was  not  allowed  lo  exist.  It  is  therefoje 
eUtr  tliat  it  is  from  the  prodnetive  interest  alone, 
that  banks  derive  their  greates  tprofiis,  either  directly 
or  indirectly. . 

Sir,  these  institntions  are  at  war  with  the  best 
iotereais  of  the  nation  in  anoiber  way.    They  atv 
tract  both  capital  and  l&bor  of  thousands  and  hun- 
dreds of  ihoDsands  fiom  the  pnrsaiis  of  productive 
industiyand  machanical  labor,  and  convert  tbem 
into  an  nnprodactive  mass  of  bankers,  stockjob- 
bers, tpecalatorr,  and  sineearer,  and  dissi^miDate 
them  throDgboiit  the  country,  to  snck  the  very 
life's  blood  of  those  who  do  labor  in  mechaniun,  or 
in  the  coltlvation  of  the  soil.    So  far,  then,  they 
tperaie  most  injuriously  to  the  great  growing  inte. 
leais  of  the  nation,  and  add  nothing  to  tb<;  wealth  of 
the  eonntry,  bat  act  as  continual  embarrassments 
10  its  onward  course  in  the  production  of  snb&tao- 
tiai  national  wealth,  and  creating  continual  embar- 
rassments  to  the  operation  of  our  whole  political  ma- 
chine, by  their  eternal  contractions,  eztortioos,  and 
•apantlons,  and  thereby  rendering  themselves  a 
(%A(  to  all  otir  internal  repose  and  national  pros- 
perity. 

Their  injariotti  operations,too,  upon  our  mattafae- 
turing classes,  seem  to  have  been  greatly  overlooked 
by  mafiy  of  the  first  siawsmen  and  financiers  of 
the  age.    It  does  appear,  sir,  clear  to  me,  that  no- 
thing conid  act  more  injurious  to  the  manufactur- 
ing interest  themselves,  than  the  banking  system 
to  which  I  have  alladed,  and  at  the  head  of  which 
I  have  placed  a  gnat  National  Bank.    It  is  clear 
to  my  view  as  noon  day,  (though  no  mannfaoturer,) 
that  the  whole  operation  of  the  banking  system,  as 
at  present  carried  on,  is    in  deadly   hostility  to 
every  mannfaetaring  interest  in  the  nation,  and 
thtis  here  involves  the  immediate  consideration  of 
j<8  operation  on  the  tariff  to  a  certain  extent.    Tu 
ate  it  has  been  an  unaijoouniabie  fact,  that  the 
mott  of  thoae  who  professed  the  graatast  Iriead- 
afaip  for    the  manufactories,  and  the  most  streaa- 
003  advocates  for  high  protective  tariffs,  for  the 
benait  of  those  manDfaciories,  shoald  be  the  lond- 
ost  in  their  cries  for  a  National  Bank,  and  the  most 
active  advocates  of  every  State  iastitution  of  a 
banking  character. 

Now,  sir,  it  does  appear  to  me  most  obvious, 
that  nothing  coold  be  more  destructive  to  the 
manafaeturing  interests,  than  an  inflated,  bloated 
pap«r  enrrency,  given  by  these  banks  to  the  cjon- 
try;  and  to  ask  lor  protection,  by  a  tarif,  to  yoar 
nMHinfactnring  interest,  while  yon  advocate  the 
bankJDg  sysiam  with  ii«  inflated  enrrency,  does 
appear  to  be  an  tneonsistenoy  amounting  to  a  state 
of  delirhim  or  madness— a  heterodox  at  war  with 
the  plainest  doctrine*  of  an  nnbiassed  reason  and 
praetieat  common  sense.  Let  w  examine  for  a  mo- 
■MB  t  the  practical  operation)  By  this  paper  inflated 
eutreagy,  the  price  of  every  article  of  coaatimp- 
tJom,  the  price  of  every  commodity  necessary  to  be 
used  ia  your  mana'aciories — the  price  of  labor, 
ewen,  ia  raised  to  a  fictitioas  and  inflated  value  in 
f  oor  operations,  to  the  amonnt  of  from  one  to  two 
Imndred  per  cent.  Under  these  circnmstancer, 
pronr  raw  maltrMi  are  maanfaeinredat  an  immense 
soM,  arisia;  entirely  from  the  stimolated  inflation 
it  yoar  foftr  carreney  itmki»g  lytfem.  They  are 
bea  taken  by  the  vender  to  market,  (say  in  Phila- 
lelptate,  if  yoa  please,  and  are  ibcre  brought  in 
iompelitioD,  for  the  first  time,  with  similar  fabrics 
aanDfaetared  in  Europe,  (say  in  England,  France, 
ir  Oermany,)  where  the  rame  or  (iiniiar  articles 
lawe  bean  waonfaetured,  with  labor,  with  eommo- 
iiiies  of  consumption,  of  ttse  in  the  fabrication  of 
tie  atrtieles,  procnred  at  the  prices  given  them  by  a' 
\oTa  stable  and  permanent  cuneney,  at  a  less  cost 
3  tlie  naaaafaewrer,  by  froni  one  bnndrrd  to  two 
madrad,  and  sometimes  fonr  or  five  huidred  per 
ant.  By  this  means,  it  is  clear  that  the  Aaeficaa 
kaiaaifaetorer,  with  no  better  article,  is  compelled 
>  sen  at  doable  the  price  at  which  similar  and  often 
ettar  artieia*  can  be  pntchaned  of  the  Saroptu 


manufacturers;  and  the  conseqaence  i':,  that  he 
cannot  sell  at  all,  and  he  is  driven  out  of  marktt. 
What  is  the  next  step?  He  &\(S  to  Congress  for  a 
remedy.  The  European  or  foreign  articles  must 
b«  taxed  to  the  iteth  by  a  tariff,  either  to  exclude 
them  from  onr  markets,  or  to  lay- it  so  high  on  ibem 
as  to  disable  them  ftom  selling  to  as  tlieir  anieits, 
though  of  a  bei'er  quality,  at  so  low  a  price. 

Sir,  in  obedience  lo  the  demand  of  the  American 
manufacturer,  the  tmiff-Ux  is  raised  from  SO,  100, 
150,  to  200  percent,  en  the  foreign  articles,  to 
force  them  to  a  demand  for  their  goods,  tbe  same 
high  prices  that  the  American  manufacturer  asks 
Cor  hjy,  or  lo  quit  your  markets. 

Well,  sir,  this  is  protection  to  American  mann- 
factores.  Foreign  articles  are  by  this  process 
either  exclodsd,  or  are  forced  to  be  sold,  at  the 
same  high  prices  that  the  home  made  articles  are 
sold  for.  And,  sir,  conientcd  might  we  be  if  this 
operation  only  stopped  here,  and  its  conseqaences 
were  no  worse. 

At  this,  all  clamor  ceases  from  that  quarter, 
though  at  a  great  public  sacrifice  to  aH  other  inte- 
rests. Things  for  a  while  seemed  lo  go  on  well; 
hot  on  a  sudden  your  banks  again  expand;  and  la- 
bor, and  provision,  and|all  necessary  articles  in  the 
manufactories  are  again  increased  in  valnation, 
and  again  an  additional  increase  in  tde  price  of  all 
American  manufactured  articles  is  increased  and 
demanded,  in  proportion  to  the  additional  qaaniiiy 
of  the  expansion  of  your  backs.  What,  again,  is 
the  result  to  your  manafaetnreil  He  is  again  un- 
dersold by  the  foreigner,  as  he  is  by  the  inflation 
and  expansion  of  the  banks  compelled  to  sell,  if 
at  all,  at  a  higher  price,  being  forced  by  that  opera - 
lion  to  fabricate  his  articles  at  a  greater  cost.  And 
what  next,  sirl  The  elamor  for  protection  is  again 
raised  to  the  (.kies,  and  anoiber  demand  is  made  on 
Congress  to  laise  your  tariff  lazet,  to  enable  onr 
manufacturers  to  sell  in  our  own  market,  and  to 
compete  with  the  foreigner,  who  has  ciossed  the 
ocean,  paid  his  tariff  tax,  and  Ls  enabled  to  under- 
sell, by  this  operation,  th-;  American  manufacturer. 

In  obedience  la  this  demand.  Congress  again  in- 
cr*a.<ie8  the  tariff  tax  to  35  or  50  per  ceatam;  this 
aSurds  temporary  relief,  and  gives  a  momentary 
quiet,  nntil,  again,  yoar  banking  capital  is  in- 
created,  or  another  expansion  is  made,  and  with 
the  reaort  to  the  same  process  over  and  over  again: 
and  thus  is  produced,  by  the  clandestine  operation 
of  this  banking  machinery,  o  le  continued  scene  of 
revolution,  crash,  and  confusion,  in  the  whole  body 
politic.  ' 

[Here  Mr.  Lincoln  rose  and  called  Mr.  B.  to 
order  for  disen^sin;;  the  tariff,  and  said  he  repre- 
sented an  interest  deeply  interested  in  that  subject; 
and  if  the  subject  was  gone  into,, he  shoald  f«el  it 
his  duty  to  reply  to  tbe  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
of  North  Carolina.] 

The  Chairman  (Mr.  Bell  of  Tennessee)  said, 
tbe  discussion  of  the  larfff  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ByNHM  said  that  it  was  very  far  from  his 
purpose  to  discuss  ihe  subject  oC  the  tariff  at  ihis 
time — in  fact,  nothing  conId  l>e  more  so;  nis  object 
was  only  to  show  Jiow  injurious  to  the  operation  of 
tbe  tariff  system  the  existence  of  a  National  Bank 
was,  in  connection  with  tbe  whole  banking  system; 
and  to  prove  by  it  the  inutility  of  aNational  Bank, 
and  its  injurious  operation  upon  the  manafaeturing 
inteiest«;  it  was,  therefore,  perfrctly  in  order  for 
him  to  refer,  incidentally,  to  ihe  Uriff. 

Mr.  B.  eontinnrd:  He  had  but  one  other  view  lo 
take  of  this  subject,  which  was,  in  relaiion  to  the 
process  of  the  practical  operation  of  the  banking 
system  on  tbe  price  of  the  manufaclnred  articles  of 
the  coaairy,  in  demonstration  of  the  injurious  and 
destructive  effects  of  the  banking  system. 

I  have  shown  (said  Mr.  B.)  in  what  manner 
the  banks  .affected  the  prices  of  manaftusiared 
articles  of  this  country,  under  the  protection  of 
the  tariff'  lyatcm.  I  will  now  undertake  to  show 
that  so  long  as  the  banks  are  encouraged 
and  stimnlated  lo  inflate  your  "paper  cur- 
rency," and  raise  all  domestic  articles  to  the 
prices  of  a  "paper  currency  valuation,"  that  the 
increase  of  yoar  tarifft,  and  their  eontinoation 
even,  is  but  a  bounty  paid  to  yoar  bankers  out  of 
■he  profits  of  tbe  productive  classes,  without  afford- 
ing tba  least  relief  to  tbe  manafacttuers,  for  whose 


benefit  it  is  intended.  Now  here  is  the  practical 
operation;  and  it  is  in  the  worst  light  that  the  snh- 
ject  can  be  viewed:  by  your  "hanking  paper 
enrrency"  inflated  prices,  every  article  isincresMd, 
and  to  its  highest  price.  Then  this  was  the  nataral 
piocess  practically  resorted  to  by  yoar  foreign  im- 
porter, to  undersell  yoor  American  mannfaciufer. 
Remember  the  price  of  all  articles  is  now  at  iheir 
miiximum,  or  highest  pitch.  The  foreigner  Im- 
ports bis  goods,  pays  the  tariff  tag  on  them,  and 
sells  them  again  in  the  market  at  the  inflated  prim 
created  by  tbe  paper  currency.  He  receives  his 
money  in  the  enrrency  rf  tbe  cotmtry — paper,  of 
course.  His  first -step  is  to  take  it  to  the  bank  and 
demand  for  it  die  specie,  which,  so  loeg  as  the 
banks  pay  it  oat  at  all,  is  given  to  the  foreigner. 
This  specie  is  taken  back  to  England,  France,  or 
Germany,  and  is  again  laid  out  in  tbe  poichass  of 
foreign  manufaotored  articles,  at  a  specie  carreney 
valuation,  at  a  price  less  by  from  I  to  3,  or  500 
per  centum  of  their  selling  price  here,  given  them 
under  the  influence  of  the  "inflated  paper  carreney 
system;"  and  thas  the  foreigner  is  again  enabled, 
by  the  low  prices  in  Europe  at  which  he  buys,  and 
the  increased  high  prince  here,  at  which  be  sells, 
to  pay,  without  injury  to  himself  at  all,  the 
amount  of  the  increased  tariff  by  which  be  is  taxed 
here.  By  this  process,  yoa  will  see  it  is  per- 
fectly plain  ihat  by  the  increase  of  yoor  tariff  taX4$, 
direct  or  incidental,  while  the  banks  retain  the 
power  of  expansion,  and  yoar  banking  capital  is 
increased,  yon  afford,  not  aid  to  the  Americaa 
manafaeturer  at  all,  but  keep  him  eternally  in  the 
hands  of  his  foreign  competitor;  and  what  is  equal- 
ly impolitic  and  injarious,  it  keeps  dp  a  perpetual 
drain  of  the  specie  from  onr  country,  and  leaves 
the  banks  in  a  situation  totally  noabie  to-oomply 
wjth  their  domestic  engagements  of  keeping  their 
paper  equivalent  to  specie;  by  which  roinoas  and 
destructive  policy  the  whole  people  of  the  natitm 
are  brought  to  suffer  most  distressingly — all  sir, 
all,  resulting  from  this  most  ruinous  system  of 
banking  corporations  and  fieiitioos  paper  ere-  . 
dit  system.  Such  I  have  shown  is  the  praetical 
operation  on  the  the  tariff  system  and  the  mannfae- 
taring interests  of  tbe  country.  Let  them  look  to 
it,  and  be  prepared  to  meet  its  consequences. 

Mr.  B.  said  I  will  now  endeavor  to  show  in 
what  manner  this  paper  money  currency  affects 
the  ?reat  growing,  planting  interests  of  the  South, 
if  I  snopid  not  be  considered  out  of  order  in  doing 
KO,  with  >he  same  view  that  I  bare  attempted  to 
show  in  what  manner  it  operated  on  the  great  ma* 
nufacluriog  inierest^of  the  North. 

I  this  day  believe  tbe  people  of  the  South  the 
most  oppressed  and  the  most  deluded  people  in  re- 
lation 10  the  operation  of  their  own  Oovernment, 
of  any  poition  of  people  in  the  American  'Repub- 
lic. They  pay  at  this  time,  in  many  of  tbe  States, 
a  greater  tax,  in  proprrtion  to  their  capital  and 
private  investments,  than  any  people  on  Ihe  in- 
habitable globe.  What  are  the  operations  of  this 
"inflated  p^per  system"  on  the  planting,  producing 
and  exporting  dassCk?  Sir,  the  South  consiituies 
very  near  the  whole  of  your  exporting  interest. 
Rice,  lobacco,  and  cotton,  are  the  great  articles  of 
exportaticn  of  the  country;  they  are  exclosively  of 
Sauihern  growth,  with  a  small  exception.  Now, 
sir,  Ihe  price  of  those  articles  is  but  httle  affected, 
if  at  all,  by  our  own  "inJUled  paper  eurteney;"  the 
prices  of  those  articles  depend  exclusively,  and 
almost  entirely,  upon  the  currency  of  those  foreign 
markets  in  which  they  are  sold — i.  e.  the  carreney 
of  the  Engliiih,  French,  German,  >ind  other  Euro- 
pean mark«ii,  where  those  articles  are  sold,  and 
which  currency,  in  those  markets,  is  emphatically, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  specie  currency,  and 
below  that  of  ours  from  fifty  to  two  hundred  per 
centum;  and  upon  those  foreign  markets,  wiib  this 
specie  currency,  are  the  whole  South,  or  at  least 
the  growing  interests  of  the  Scnth,  entirely  de- 
pendent for  the  prices  ef  the  articles  of  their  pro- 
ductive labor.  The  "inflated  enrrency"  Acre  made 
by  bank  issues,  cannot  affect  the  price  of  their  pro- 
duce abroad.  This  is  too  plain  to  admit  of  a  donbt 
in  any  practical  view  that  may  be  taken  of  the  sob- 
*|ect.  Then,  m,  how  is  that  great  essential  and  in- 
valuable interest  from  wnich  we  derive  eigbt-lenths 
of  our  national  wealth  and  rrvenae,  (or  there- 
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ftboni,)  affected  by  ibis  base,  sparions,  "pa- 
per inflated  correocy?"  Sir,  this  is  exceeding- 
ly plain  to  every  practical  Soathem  farmer 
and  planter  in  the  coantry;  and,  sir,  here 
ihey  are  affected  precisely  as  are  the  home  maitu- 
ftetwTt,  by  the  "inflated  carrency  of  the  bank  pa- 
per;" to  them,  every  article  and  commodity,  for  ose 
and  consnmption,  provisions,  labor,  necessaries  of 
clolhiog,  the  price  o(  slaves,  stock,  soperiniendeots' 
wage*,  laecbanical  repairs,  and  every  conceivable 
commodity  connected  with  their  farming  and  plant- 
ing establishments,  and  with  the  indispeosable  sup- 
plies necessary  for  their  caliiiation — all  these  sta- 
ple commodities  of  rice,  tobacco,  and  cottan,  are 
prodnced  and  are  pnrchased  at  the  hi^h  and  exor- 
bitant prices  given  to  them  by  the  fictitions,  "in- 
flated corrcDcy  of  bank  paper,"  thereby  forcing,  by 
Ibis  operation  of  the  system,  the  Soothern  planter 
to  pnrchase  all  necessaries  for  carrying  on  his 
bosiBess  in  the  home  markets  at  the  highest  prices, 
prodnced  by  the  "bank  paper  system^"  and  forciig 
him  to  (ell  his  production  in  foreign  markets,  at 
the  low  prices  arising  from  a  more  stable  specie 
carrency  or  its  equivalents.  Oar  cotton,  rice,  and 
'  tobacco  are  sold,  in  the  foreign  markets,  at  the 
lowest  cash  prices,  and  are  grown  and  produced 
here,  with  all  the  means  neoessary  for  their  pro- 
daction  acquired  at  the  hiahest  possible  "infla'ed 
paper  currency"  prices.  Yes,  sir,  yes,  this  is  the 
actual  conditioivof  the  Sooib,  over  which  they  have 
groaned  and  slept  for  the  last  twenty-five  years  and 
more,  for  the  want,  sir,  in  my  judgment,  of  practi- 
cal men  and  practical  politicians  among  them  to 
•zpose  the  enormity  of  the  system,  and  the  direct 
inflictioits  of  it,  from  which  ihey  have  suffered  so 
ffludi  and  so  long. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  endeavored  to 
show,  and  have  at  least  satisfied  my  own  mind,  that 
(be  whole  banking  system,  with  a  National  Bank 
at  the  bead,  has  operated  most  ruinously  and  de- 
straetively,  not  only  upon  the  great  planting,  labor- 
ing, and  productive  interests  of  the  na>ion,  but  ihat 
it  his  operated  as  a  mthtring  bRifht  to  the  great 
American  manufacturing  interests  themselves,  and 
which  I  think  Will  be  shown  to  every  inte'ligeni, 
practical  man,  as  clear  as  the  sunbeams,  who  will 
tally  and  impar  iatly  examine  the  subject  in  all  its 
bearings  upen  American  interests 

It  has  been  for  these  reasons  I  have  taken  my 
stand  against  this  policy,  and  though  alone  I  may 
be  left,  am  determined  to  abide  the  result. 

I  am,  therefore,  opposed  on  those  grounds  to  the 
abolition  of  our  mints,  to  make  way  for  the  more 
effectual  application  of  the  enormous  system  of 
banking  institutions — blighting  and  vntiuring  as  I 
believe  and  feel  them  to  be,  upon  the«e  great,  essen- 
tial, and  invalaable  interests  of  my  country. 

Having  now  shown,  Mr.  Chairman,  tbe  perni- 
cious influence  and  effects  of  these  institutions  np- 
on  some  of  the  greatest  interests  of  the  country,  it 
is  almost  needless  to  inquire,  what  interests  are 
beneGieJ  by  ibem7  That  there  are  a  variety  of  in- 
terests benefited  by  their  operation',  there  can  be 
no  donbt;  to  state  them  in  detail  would  be  a  useless 
consumption  of  time — they  may  all  be  included  un- 
der the  head  of  the  non  mrodwAiw  cIiM5ej,whe  live  and 
jenrich  themselves,  not  oy  theirown  labor,  nor  by  the 
cultivation  and  prodnction  of  the  soil — the  owners  of 
foreign  capital*  in  this  country  are  benefited  by  them 
— the  great  owners  of  capital  in  our  own  country 
are  benefited  by  them  and  above  all,  those  are 
mostly  benefited  who  are  invested  with  the  privi- 
lege of  issuing  paper,  called  money,  to  circulate 
with  interest,  without  capital,  and  who  consiitnie 
emphatically  (I  had  liked  to  have  said  the  mnoWi) 
but  in  truth,  the  privileged  cla-^ses  of  the  land. 
Added  to  these  are  the  whole  turptui.  Hit,  floating 
ftpulation  of  the  countiy,  which  are  mostly  to  be 
found  in  your  larger  cities,  in  every  section  of  your 
nation,  who  are  always  ready  for  any  revolution 
and  change  of  rulers  in  the  Governmeat,  so  they 
And  ready  employment  in  effecting  that  change. 

It  was  flrom  this  reason  more  than  any  other, 
p*rhaps,  that  Mr.  Jefferson  was  induced  to  say  that 
he  viewed  your  large  cities  "oi  eoneer  isorti  u^ion 
ilu  btd)  politic,"  and,  sir,  upon  this  subject  l^. 
Jefferson  spoke  with  a  prophetic  tongue.    Such,  in 

•  TlM<<>ral(n<!*ptU|l  In  thiseoniitrjr  m  ilili  time  la  aMimaied 
lijr  Ui«  TrOranr  at  •as,e«6,600.    <lke  piga  18  of  ilie  Report.) 


truth  and  in  fact,  are  the  beneficiaries  of  this  treat 
banking  system,  that  has  outgrown  the  Constitution 
itself  in  power. 

But  there  is  one  other  view  of  these  institutions 
to  which  I  would  call  the  particular  attention  of  the 
committee  and  the  country.  I  have  often  spoken, 
sir,  of  the  <ace«  which  were  levied  on  the  people  by 
these  institutions,  and  which  were  paid  without  a 
murmur,  while  Ibey  rai^d  their  voices  to  the  high- 
est pitch  against  taxes'  paid  to  Government.  I 
have  also  spoken  frequently  of  the  aggregate  losses 
that  had  been  sustained  by  the  people  from  the 
banks  during  the  time  that  the  "&<«  and  cry"  was 
set  np  against  the  Administrationfor  extravagance, 
&c  I  then  asserted  that  the  people  had  sustained 
a  gtealer  loss  by  tbe  banks  than  by  all  other 
sources  known  to  the  coantry.  I  have  asserted, 
upon  rough  calculations,  that  the  people  paid  a 
greater  tax  to  the  banks  annually  than  they  had  to 
Uieir  own  Government.  Au'l,  sir,  what  was  then 
assertion  aad  calenlation  only,  have  now  become 
official  facts,  by  estimation  yet  unconiroverted. 
Here  is  an  exhibition  of  losses  sustained  by  the 
people  from  these  institutions,  as  laid  before  the 
Senate  on  the  13th  of  February,  1841,  by  the 
report  to  which  I  have  just  alluded,  in  obedience 
to  a  call  by  that  body  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  information  of  "the  losses  by  tbe  Qt- 
neral  Government,  and  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  ns^  of  banks  and  bank  paper." 
Here  is  the  summary  contained  in  that  report  of 
the  aggregate  losses  of  tbe  public,  and  the  annual 
amount  paid  by  the  people,  by  tkt  produetive  elauti, 
emphatically,  to  the  banks,  of  this  country,  to  which 
I  invoke  the  sober  and  serious  attention  of  every 
man  in  the  Republic,  and  particularly  those  who 
live  by  labor  or  productive  industry.  I  read  from 
the  report,  pages  14, 15,  and   16: 

1.  Lon«  hy  luuik  railure*  ■  «I08,8S8,721 

2.  Loaaea  by  auapanaiona  of  apecle  roynwnu  b/ 

lianka,  and  eooaequenl  dapreciailon  on  ibair 

Dotaa 96,(X»,a» 

3.  Loaaea  by  deatruciion  of  bank  nolea  by  acci- 

denu     -  -  .      .     -  .  •       7,181,332 

4.  Loiaea  by  couiiierrait  l>ank  noloa,  twyond  loaaea 

by  eoiD 4,444,414 

5.  Loaaa  by  fiucluationa  in  bank  curreucy  alTect- 

ing  pricea,  exlraracaDCa  In  Uvlng,  aacriflcea 
of  property,  and  by  only  a  jun  of  Die  other 
inadenta  to  the  banking  aysiem,  not  com- 
puted aboTe,  at  least  -  .  ■  ■    160,000,000 


Ag^egale,  compated, 


1065,451,497 


Amount  paid  by  the  eomnumfty  to  the  bank;  annually,  Hit 
latt  ten  yeart,for  titt  ute  o/banking  ImtilutioTu. 

1.  The  reaoluUon  calla  for  the  sums  thus  paid,  whether  "di- 
rectly or  jaditecUy,"  and  whether  by  "the  people  or  the  Go- 
veroraenL" 

It  may  be,  therefore,  that  the  amount  collected  by  banks  from 
the  rommunity  annually,  for  Intereat,  exchanges,  renia,  ate. 
ought,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  to  be  considered  aa  what  le  paid 
to  them  "for  the  use  of  banking  insiiiutions."  Consequently, 
an  aliempt  lias  been  made,  first,  to  form  some  estimate  of  this 
amount  which  riiall  approximate  thetruth. 

The  reault  haa  been,  tiiai  tbe  whole  payment  made  to  the 
tjankfl  for  the  uae  of  ihem,  tlieir  capital,  &c.  during  the  last  ten 
years,  has  t)een  in  ttie  aggregate    -  -    #282,000,000 

Thla  would  beannually  on  an  average  -  •     >28,200|000 

To  explain  the  amount  thua  received'by  banks  annually,  dar- 
ing the  last  ten  years,  the  following  data  are  aubmitted: 

The  aggregate  capital  and  difcounla  of  all  banka  in  the  United 
Stales,  during  ttiat  period,  so  far  as  can  bu  ascertained  Irom  the 
Treasury  reports  on  banits,  and  some  estimates,  have  been  as 
follows: 


• 

Aggregate  capital. 

Aggregate  diacounU 
or  loans. 

la  1831 

Not  aacanained. 

Not  aacenaiDcd. 

In  1832 

Do 

Do. 

In  1833 

Do. 

Do. 

In  1834 

•200,OOI>.»M 

1324,119,499 

In  1636 

23l.2riUi337 

^SS-'SSt 

In  1836 

261,876,292 

467,606,080 

In  1837 

290,772,091 

-  e26,ll.%7re 

In  1838 

317,636,778 

486,631,687 

In  1839 

327,132,512 

492,27f,015 

In  1840 

368,442,692 

462,896,1323 

(In  1830,  •145,192,268,  aa  capital,  and  •200,461,214  aa  dis. 
counts  or  loana,  have  been  asceruined  and  compated  by  Bfr. 
Gallatin,  in  his  Conaldarations  on  tbe  Currency.] 
0  [The  akora  amouoia  aiaiad  aa  the  eapHal  eraployad  In  bank- 
ing require  aome  ezplanion.  It  has  been  tbe  practice,  fai  moat 
parte  of  the  country,  to  pat  banks  into  operation  chiefly  upon 
the  atoek  notes  of  the  pfoprletors.  By  the  reports  of  the  I>gia. 
Utare  of  Haaaachaaetis,  in  1338,  it  appean  that  many  of  the 
banka  in  that  State,  which  are  generally  aa  safe  as  any  in  the 


Dnion,  have  been  put  into  opeiaiion  upoe  iba  naked  i 

•oiy  notes  of  the  atockbotdera,  with  little  actual  capital,  < 

log  that  which  haa  accumulated  flmm  the  operaiioiu  o^  i 

banks.  These  promiaaory  notes  are  tiie  principal  baaas  efiks 
paper  currency  issued  in  the  first  instance.  If  coDfidooes  s^mW 
happen  to  be  buoyant  for  a  succession  of  yean,  tfas  inunR  on 
this  currency,  paid  in  advance,  coropoaodsd  as  it  alwatya  is  at 
short  periods,  soon  enables  the  slock  iwiss  to  be  wiiadma, 
without  the  application  ofaorcspital  whalsver,  by  tbs  ot^ 
nat  alockbolders.  On  the  other  hand,  ahoald  a  pierioaa  gene- 
ral inflation  give  rise  to  a  demand  for  specie  tx  expanati■^ 
in  the  early  atagsa  of  any  new  bsnk,  or  where  ilie  stnrtlieliliis 
have  applied  ttia  dividends  lo  other  purpoaea,  it  explodea,  as^ 
the  community  generally  lose  the  greater  part  of  ttte  circalatisa 
out  at  the  time.  (See  Kagaet  on  Currency  and  »«.>"»(.  p. 
Ub^ucker  en  Money,  p.  40B;  Gong*  oo  B"tfc'«g,  panls^ 

But  In  these  tables  I  am  compelled  to  make  the  cemputaliea 
aa  lo  capital  as  ifitwas  all  real  and  paid  in,  (ao  far  as  mmtmi 
paid  in,)  on  account  of  the  ditBcuKy  I*  dtacrianinatav  ita 
amount  that  is  factilioua  from  what  ie  not  ao.  But  I  do  not  con- 
sider any  thing  aa  capjuU,  which  Is  merely  authoilEed  aad  a« 
relumed  as  paid  in.] 
Estimaml  average  bank  capital,  yearly,  from  1830 

10  iMo -  •3e^nun> 

Eatimaied  average  discounts  or  loans,  yearly,  from 
I88D10I8IO  .....  ST^ogOLHe 

The  loans  hare,  in  some  ysar^  been  neoilT  doaUs  itss 
amonnt  of  the  nominal  capital  In  the  whole  Union.  Thsa,  la 
1838,  they  were  180  per  cent,  on  ii,  and  in  tan  Sanaa  exueeJail 
20  >  per  cent.  In  scarcely  any  Btaie  ia  ft  believed  itau  ihey  mt, 
tiy  taw,  limited  below  that  rate,  and  sometimes  they  are  Bmted 
in  their  charters  at  only  three  times  iIk  amoum  of  capstaL 
(Gouge  on  Banking,  part  1st,  p.  61.) 

As  the  income  or  groaa  profits  are  darivsd,  not  onlr  ftsa 
loans  of  the  capital,  depositea,  and  circulation,  over  aodabovs 
the  specie  on  hand,  but  from  exchanges,  and  a  laigar  teleiM 
tlian  alx  per  cent,  in  alt  cases,  by  tbe  mode  of  eompvtkif  nd 
paying  it,  (and,  in  seveial  States,  from  7  to  9  per  eaat.  panainad 
by  law,)  it  is  supposed  that  the  annoalgrass  incoiDS  most 
average  twelve  pet  cent.  00  the  capital.  libiBwoald  b&Mb•- 
loreetated,in  thetastteDy^an^aonually,  -  •SB.aOStOBB 
Or,  for  the  whole  period,      ....   ggjaOBjOPO 


Now,  by  the  evidence  contained  in  this  report, 
there  are  two  facts  brought  to  light,  which  are  as 
astounding  and  startling  as  they  are  enomolB  ia 
their  magnitude.  In  this  the  gross  amonnt  lost  by 
the  American  people  through  your  banking  syttem, 
is  ascertained,  to  be,  by  the  best  estimatioa, 
1365,451,497.  More  than  half  tbe  amount  knows 
to  have  been  paid  for  the  expenses  of  the  Govtn- 
ment,  since  the  foundation  of  tbe  Bepublie. 

And,  sir,  with  la  the  last  tea  years,  notwithstaad- 
iog  the  "hn«  and  cry"  raiaed  against  the  expodi- 
tnres  of  tbe  Gkivemment  of  the  people,  the  peofk 
have  quietly  paid  aonnallv  to  these  nnprodnetirr, 
destructive  institutions,  1^8,000,000,  without  a  mar- 
mur,  at  least  from  the  friends  of  this  system;  a 
sum  in  amonnt  one-third  more  than  tbey  paid  as 
the  necessary  expenses  of  the  whole  iwtkMi,  as  ad- 
ministered by  the  National  Government,  Tea,  sir, 
here  ate  38,000,000  of  dollars  annually  paid  to  die 
banks  of  the  coantry  by  the  people;  the  ftaimUm' 
eUmtt  ctueflg,mlhoat,  a  murmur,  while  tbey  have 
arraigned,  liied,  and  condemned  their  own  Govern- 
ment for  expending  in  its  operations  aa  amount  by 
one-third  less  than  they  have  paid  in  taxes  anna- 
ally  to  those  fleecing  corporations. 

Now  can  it  be  believed  that  the  people  have  doae 
this  knowingly!  Can  it  prssibly  be  pnsomed,  wi  k 
such  a  knowledge,  and  such  evidence  before  ihrm, 
they  can  or  will  decree,  by  their  suffrage,  the  eoaiia  - 
nation  of  such  a  system}  Will  iheyerer  a—tnt  id 
pay  to  the  support  of  such  a  ^stem,  aa  aiaoaat  hf 
one-thiid  more  than  they  pay  for  tbe  sappott  of  Ihe 
whole  of  the  American  array,  navy,  oar  avil  and 
diplomatic  lelaiions)  No,  sir,  no,  sir;  they  asay 
suffer  a  temporary  deluaon,  by  their  too  coaCd- 
ing  dispositions  in  politicans,  and  their  erednliir  ia 
the  hired,  nAttntd,  meretnam  poblie  presses  «f  the 
country,  that  have  become  tbe  mere  agents  apart 
and  parcel  of  this  great  machinery  in  the  tytttm 
I  have  described,  to  keep  ap  the  delasioa,  while 
Ihey  wrest  from  the  hands  of  the  poor  lahoreia  aad 
producers  of  my  countiy,  by  extortion,  yts,  ezHr- 
lion,  Ihe  anprecedoiied  amonnt  per  snatam  of 
138,000,000.    , 

Sir,  can  this  American  people  behold  this 
spectacle,  without  deep  indignatioa  sweiliBg 
in  their  patriotic  bosoms,  that  most  btirst  with  !•■ 
venge  on  the' heads  of  those  ktrdimg  ageais  aad 
their  employers,  who  have  so  long  oombiaed  10 
rob  them  of  their  substance  by  claodeatiii^ 
wringing  from  them  the  hard-earned  profits  of  their 
toil,  to  the  enormous  amount  per  annum  of  IBS,- 
000,00m 

Mr.  Chairman,  can  there  be  aa  eeoaaia*  eon- 
ceived  by  a  trremsn,  that  calls  laoie  kmAy  tot 
reveage,  revohUioB,   or  blood?      Ebf*  it  a  agfc- 
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tern  anirnowo  lo  yowr  CoiutitatioD;  nay,  more, 
rejected  by  yom  immorial  framers  of  ibat  sacred 
instrnmeni,  wbile  in  conneil  assembled;  now 
trampling  npon  the  GoVemmeDt  of  their  choice, 
And  wrinsing  from  the  earniDgs  of  this  people  a 
sam  of  138,000,000  per  aBaom — more  ihaji  yoar 
constitaiiona),  legitimate  Government  dare  do 
And  yet,  itir,  we  are  taantihgly  tnld,  that  the  people, 
in  the  Presidential  election  o(  1840,  decided  that 
dtese  thing!  shoold  be  sn;  that  this  system  shoald 
live  in  the  resoseiiatinn  of  a  great  National  Bank,' 
with  powers  and  means  more  potent' and  alarming 
than  any  ever  heretofore  conceived  or  dreamed  of  by 
the  American  people.  Do  the  advocates  of  this  sys- 
tem flatter  themfelres,  by  the  r  acts  of  mystifica. 
tioD,  tbroogh  their  cordon  of  disciplined  poblic 
presses,  that  operate  so  systematically  apoo  poblic 
opinion  from  one  end  of  this  great  continent  to  the 
other,  that  it  will  continae  to  avail  them  in  practis- 
ing their  deception  and  extortion  npon  the  great 
laboring,  growing,  and  prodnctive  interests  of  this 
conntry'?  And  wh-n  they  are  'suspected  even  of 
oppression  or  ertnrtion,  or  producing  even  embar* 
rassment  amongtt  the  people,  ihey  are  lo  whirl 
^ith  the  facility  of  a  practittd  UgtrdtHuAn,  the 
whole  of  their  misconduct,  exaction:',  and  oppres- 
sion, upon  the  shonlders  of  the  Govemmeni,  and 
thereby  indace  a  dtludid  ptofU  to  hold  their  Go- 
Temment  alone  responsible,  while  they  make  off 
'  with  the  "spoils"  of  twenty-eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars per  annam.  Sir,  are  they  not  presaming  loo 
unch,  and  drawing  too  largely  npon  the  ignarance 
and  want  of  intelligence  amongst  the  greii  mass  of 
the  hardy  freemen  of  this  country)  Much  sir, 
maeb.  Well  sir,  well,  as  ihey  have  succeeded  in 
soeh  calcolaiion,  to  the  eternal  discrsdii  of  the  na- 
tion, I  am  myself  still  unwilling,  lotb,  and  reluc 
tant,  to  believe  it;  I  will  not,  cannot,  while  ihere  is 
a  vestige  of  liberty  for  the  freedom  of  thought  to  be 
exercised  in. 

But  we  are  told  ihat  we  are  still  lo  have  rechar- 
tered  a  National  Bank,  and  this  whole  system  re- 
vived and  invigorated  under  its  auspices,  and  ihat 
the  people  have  willed  it. 

Has  such  a  decision  been  submitted  to  the  peo- 
ple? What  said  the  honorable  member  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  MiLLoar]  a  few  days  ago?  Did  he  aol 
Slate  emphatically,  lh2t  if  a  National  Bank  had 
been  decided  on  by  the  people  in  the  last  Presidcn 
tial  election,  he  had  been  deceived,  and  thiit  he 
had  deceived  others?  What  said  the  member  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  ALroan,]  and  another  member  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Gisland?]  Do  ihay  consider  a 
National  Bank  to  have  been  decided  in  favor  of,  in 
the  last  Presidential  election?  And  what  said 
another  member  Irom  Virginia  in  relationio  tl-at 
and  other  subjects,  which  are  said  to  have  been 
decided  by  the  Presidential  eirciion?  Tbe;e  are 
members  of  the  «ame  rariy,  and  differ  most  widely 
from  others  of  that  party  in  their  opinions  relative 
to  what  was  decided  in  that  election.  I  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  difference]  of  gentlemen  on 
that  side  of  the  House,  and  refer  to  tb»m  only  as 
evidence  that  nothing  of  a  decisive  character  npon 
that  subject  was  decided  by  the  people  in  the  recent 
election.  There  are  other  facts  I  could  mention, 
of  a  similar  character,  to  shew  the  gratuitous  and 
most  fallacious  opinion  that  has  been  expressed 
upon  that  subject  here,  and  particularly  in  another 
branch  of  this  body. 

Sir,  let  us  take  admonition  from  the  lesson  that  is 
now  before  Ui?  What  is  the  situation  of  that  in- 
Btitition  that  it  is  now  in  contemplation  lore-chariei? 
Does  not  every  breeze  that  blows  from  the  North 
bring  with  it  some  additional  news  of  the  disas- 
trous condition  of  that  miscalled  institution,  the 
United  States  Bank?  Is  not  that  institution  now 
lying  gasping  for  life,  from  diseases  brought  on  it 
by  its  own  follies  and  iniquities,  and  in  its  crash 
burying  beneatb  its  ruins  the  prosperity  and  fortunes 
of  thousands  and  thousands  of  the  most  ioniocent 
persons?  Do  we  not  feel  even  here  the  shock  which 
lis  fata  has  created?  Does  not  every  paper  that  we 
dally  refceive  from  Philadelphia,  bring  news  of  some 
new  disaster  to  the  public  that  has  resnltedfrom  the 
ill  management  of  that  most  mischievous  machine, 
whose  credit  is  now  down  literally  to  nothing,  and 
bringing  down  with  it,  as  I  have  before  said,  that  of 
tbeciredit  of  thousands?  Sir,  I  deeply  feel  for  thecom- 


muniiy  who  have  suffered  so  sorely  from  the  death- 
like struggles  of  this  expiring  monster;  hot  fear  Ihat 
it  is  beta  part  of  retributive  justice,  for  overweening 
oonAdence,  and  criminal  credulity.  Yes,  sir,  a 
credulity  which  Is  now  becoming  the  digea<!e  of 
the  age,  and  the  ewit  of  the  times — s  credu- 
lity, ibat  has  been  rejected  by  the  wisdom  and  ex- 
perience of  every  age.  The  losses  by  that  iuMilu- 
lion  to  the  public,  no  man  yet  c^n  tell  the.  extent 
of.  Every  city  and  village  in  the  nation  will,  in 
some  measure  or  other,  be  affected  by  ibem.  Ay, 
sir,  and  in  ihe  ci>nniry  too,  will  many  feel  mo»t 
sensibly  the  effects  of  this  most  magaificent 
failnre. 

Were  this  an  isolated  case  of  the  disastrous  ef- 
fects of  these  pernicious  iosli>uiion5,  I  would  cot 
press  it  here,  in  demonstration  of  the  baneful  and 
mischievous  character  of  the  whole  system.  But, 
sir,  what  mail  arrives  from  the  North,  5ouih,  East, 
or  West,  that  does  not  bring  with  it  some  news  of 
some  recent  bank  failure?  I  have' this  day  beard 
of  ona'in  the  West,  QMiptlit,  I  think  it  was  called; 
and,  sir,  they  have  become  so  frequent,  ihat  no 
man  iftio  reads'  or  hears  cf  them,  retains  it  a  mo- 
ment on  his  memory,  onless  hi  ha^  some  particular 
interest  in  the  result.  The  whole  system  is  conti- 
nually blowing  up  from  the  North  lo  the  South,  at 
the  lots  and  sacrifice  of  millions  lo  the  people. 
Yet  rotten  and  destructive — ruinous  and  disastrous 
as  every  additional  day's  experience  proves  this 
whole  theory  to  be,  strong  as  it  is,  there  has  long 
been  a  party  that  has  embraced  the  whole  system 
as  a  part  of  their  creed,  and  who  are  resolved  to 
hazard  all  Ihat  is  dear  and  valuable  to  the  people 
of  this  country  in  its  defence,  with  all  its  ruin- 
ous, dedructive,  and  deva<:taling  conseqaences. 
And  this,  loo,  ta  attempted  in  Ihe  very  face  of  the 
exploticn  and  failnre  of  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  of  ibe$e  mischievous  incorporated  instiiuiions, 
since  Ibeyear  1789. 

Here,  sir,  is  the  italement  from  the  official  re- 
port of  th"  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  which  I 
have  before  alluded — page  4  and  5. 

Number  and  capital  qf  banks  which  have  failed  in  the 
United  Slaitt  tinee  1789. 

I.  From  1789 10  1811— 

Ascertained  and  estimated  at  20  in  number,  and  a  capital 
averaging  earh  tIi30,CK». 
Thia  would  make  ttie  capital  of  all  failing  between 

1789and  1811         .  ...  3,(X»,(lOO 


2.  From  1811  to  1830- 

AKeruined  and  eatimaie iTal  196  in  all,  y\t: 
Aacertained  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  bia  Comideraliona  on  Banke, 

166. 

Capital  of  .29  linoirn  '         ....    (^,3(7,309 

Capital  of  36  not  known,  and  estimated  by  me  In 
nearly  a  like  rauo,attl90,000  each         ■  6,840,000 

(Capitals  of  both  eaumaied  by  Mr.  Gallatin  at 

near  thirty  milliana.— Coneiderationa  on  Banka, 

page  60.1 

Computed  to  have  been  unknown  to  Mr.  Gallatin, 
SObanka  with  like  capital  ■  ■  6,700^000 

(See  Gouge  on  Banking,  page  224,  part  2d,  first 

edition;  where  it  is  aiated  that  23  more  had  been 

ascertained  than  were  in  Mr.  Gallaiin'a  liat.] 


Whole  capital  ef  banka  Tailing  between  181 1  and 
1830  ......    »36,787,309 


3.  From  1830  lo  1841— 
The  banks  considered  to  be  already  broken,  or  ("ailed  entirely, 
since  1830,  are  aupposcd  to  have  been  about  180;  of  which, 
14U  have  been  ascertained.  The  average  capital  must  be  at 
least  •300,000  each.  Tbia  would  make  ihe  capital  of  the  160 
equal  lo      .  ....    »45.oa0.000 


Now,  sir,  with  all  these  startling  facts  before  the 
eyes  of  this  injured  and  much  abused  people,  will 
there  be  any  party  who  will  dare  to  step  forward 
with  ruihlesfhardihood,  and  propose  a  revisitation 
and  continuance  of  tbf.'ie  evils  upon  the  heads  of 
this  suffering  people?  Will  they  dare  to  rivr t  on 
Ibis  country  another  mammoth  Bank  of  fifty  or  one 
hundred  millidns  of  capiial,  with  branches  to  be- 
stride this  nation,  and  extort  iwenty-eishl  millions 
of  dollars  per  annum  from  the  laboring  and  pro- 
ductive classes  of  the  country?  Can  the  peeple,  by 
the  operation  of  any  system  of  trained  and  disci- 
plined public  presses  upon  public  opinion,  ever  be 
brought  to  bear  such  a  slate  of  things?  Sir,  re- 
cbarter  such  a  Bank  under  pre.<sent  circumstances, 
and  what  President  will  ever  dare  again  lo  throw 
himself  in  the  breach,  and  stay  its  onward  course  of 
ezi?rlion  and  oppression  of  this  devoted  people? 
Where  will  yon  find  another  Jackson,  who  will 
dare  to  grapple  with  such  a  hydra? 


[Mr.  StoBOAN  of  New  York  said,  in  an  under 
tone,  "no  where,  he  hoped."] 

No,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.  you  will  not  find  such 
another,  for  General  Jaeksnn  was  no  "lAam  hero,'" 
no  "paper  eki^nn."  His  fame  will  not  be  sung 
in  mock  keroiia,  nor  be  transmitted  to  posterity  by 
tham  and  ostentations  parades,  to  gull  the  witless 
mob.  The  plainest  narratives  of  his  services  on  the 
battle  field  are  written  on  the  hearts  o(  bis  country- 
men, and  will  be  handed  down  to  future  genera- 
tions as  monuments,  as  durable  as  time. 

Once  more  rechatter  this  Bank,  and  you 
will  give  it  a  perpetuity  which  may  well 
bid  defiance  to  the  whole  power  of  your  Govern- 
ment to  renove!  Once  more  enthrone  it,  with  in^ 
creased  capital  and  privileges,  and  yau  enable  it  to 
laugh  to  scorn  Ihe  calamities  of  this  mighty  people, 
and  lo  inflict,  wiih  perfect  impunity,  whatever  of 
embarrassment  and  distress  may  become  necessary 
to  promote  its  interest  or  to  gratify  its  cupidity— a 
power,  sir,  which,  before  your  Govemmsnt  will 
ever  dare  to  encounter,  it  will  truckle  and  bow 
down  its  humbled  and  humiliated  bead.  Under 
the  reign  of  snch  an  institutinn,  with  its  variety  of 
means  and  rrrourcest>f  operation  upon  the  wants 
and  necessities  of  the  peciple,  and  on  public  opinion 
itself,  tell  me  not,  sir,  of  liberty — its  very  name 
will  be  a  moeibery  of  Ihe  ineslimible  freedom  of  my 
country.  Away  with  Ihat  boasted  power  of  the 
people  of  electing  their  own  President !  Yon  will 
have  transferred  it  to  more  arrogant,  ruthless,  irre- 
sponsible hands;  while  yon  retain  for  them  only  the 
name — a  mere  shadow  of  a  thing ! 

Yes,  abolish  your  mints !  Conclude  the  tragedy 
— or  catastrophe,  I  had  better  say.  Obliterate  every 
vestige  from  the  minds  of  the  people  of  a  solid, 
permanent  currency,  founded  upon  a  specie  basis! 
Repeal  the  Indepeadent  Treasury  system,  that  se- 
parates Bank  and  Siatel  Reunite  them  again,  to 
operate  on  the  people,  and  grind  them  into  dn<:i,  as 
did  the  'union  tf  Church  and  ■Stale  tf  old,"  and 
you  will  have  repealed  ynnr  Constitution,  and  pat 
an  end  to  Amer:can  liberty. 

THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
REMARKS  OF  MR.  RIVES, 

OP  VIRGINIA, 

In  SeniTB  of  trb  Dnitbd  Statbs. 

The  question  being  about  to  be  pat  on  the  va* 
rious  propositions  for  the  amendment  of  the  pros- 
pective pre-emption  bill — 

Mr.  RIVES  rcse  and  vaid,  before  the  sense  of 
the  Senate  was  taken  on  the  various  questions  about 
to  be  submitted  for  its  decision,  be  desired  to  say  a 
word  or  two  io  explanation  of  the  votes  he  shoald 
give  upon  them.  He  had  no  design  to  enter 
into  the  debate,  as  he  felt  that  would  be  oat  of 
place  for  one  who  had  so  recently  taken  his  seat 
in  this  body,  without  having  had  the  advantage  of 
either  hearing  or  reading  the  able  discussion  which 
had  occupied  its  attention  for  the  last  three  or  four 
weeks,  on  the  subject  of  the  poblte  lands.  He 
wished  merely  to  sate  a  few  general  notions  which 
would  govern  the  votes  he  intended  to  give. 

The  public  lands,(said  Mr.  Bives)  are  the  com- 
mon properly  of  the  nation.  They  are  so  expressly 
declared  to  be,  and  solemnly  consecrated  to  the 
common  benefit  of  all  the  members  of  the  Confe- 
deracy, in  Ihe  deeds  of  ces.«ion  of  the  respective 
States  which  originally  held  them,  or  have  been 
since  acquired  and  paid  for  by  the  common  trea- 
sure of  the  Union.  H«  was,  therefore,  against 
all  schemes  for  alienating  or  dissipating  this  com- 
mon inheritance,  either  by  the  wholeiale  operation 
'of  a  cession  to  the  new  States,  as  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,(  Mr.  Cilhodn,]  or 
by  ihe  piecemeal  process  of  prospective  pre-emption 
rights,  as  contemplated  by  the  bill  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bbnton.]  But  while  be  was 
thus  opposed  to  alt  partial  or  exclusive  appropria- 
tions of  this  common  fand  to  the  special  benefit  of 
particular  Stales  or  paiticular  clasbcs,  he  had  al- 
ways been  willing  to  see  it  administered  in  a  spirit 
of  liberality  and  pai^nal  kindness  to  the  new 
Slates,  in  ihe  spectacle  of  whose  prosperity  and 
magical  growth  no  one  felt  a  higher  degree  of  pa- 
triotic pride,  or  a  livelier  fraternal  rympatby,  ihan 
he  did.    A  kindly  and  fostering  policy  towards  the 
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r  Stales,  and  eqaal  JQ.Miee  to  th«  old,  oagh',  in 
kis  opinioo,  to  go  band  in  band  io  all  oar  legUU- 
tion  on  ibis  great  naiknal  intereat. 

In  ret»ti  10  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
KeniDcky  [Mr.  Cbittbndcn]  to  recommit  the  bill 
of  the  Senator  from  Mistonri,  wiih  instrnciions  to 
report  a  plan  for  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  land*  among  all  the  States,  it  is  (said  Mr. 
R.)  a  question  which  necessarily  and  inseparaiely 
connects  itself  with  the  general  revenue  system  of 
the  nation,  and  could  not  be  safeljr  or  properly 
treated  apart  from  that  general  sy^^tem.  The  pub- 
lic domain  bad  always  hitherto  been  a  colla'e- 
lal,  and  often  a  very  productive,  source  of  na- 
tional rarenue,  lightening  to  the  extent  of  its  aux- 
iliary eontribaiions,  the  hardens  imposed  upon 
Ibe  general  coDsnmpiion  and  industry  of  the 
eonniry.  It  is  true  that,  since  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  debt  of  the  Revolution,  and  cf  the 
debt  created  by  the  last  war  with  England,  there 
may  not  be  the  same  urgent  necessity  for  its  a  d  in 
(be  national  finiuicef;  bnt  its  diversion  to  other 
ptirposes,  at  the  present  moment  at  least,  he  thought 
neither  prudent  nor  safe.  The  entire  revenue  of 
the  nation,  embracing  botb'tbe  proceeds  of  the 
lands  and  of  the  custom)!,  it  js  admitted,  falls  short 
at  present  of  the  acioal  wants  and  expenditures  of 
the  Qovemment;  and  we  have,  moreover,  a  new 
debt  of  unascertained  and  indefinite  amount  hang- 
ing over  us,  the  extent  of  wh'ch  cannot  y<t  be 
known.  The  revenue,  too,  we  are  informed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  will  be  still  further  re- 
duced in  the  rnsuing  twelve  or  eighteen  months, 
by  same  five  millions  of  dollars  more  taken  from 
Ibecostonis  nnder  the  progressive  reductions  of  the 
compromise  act  of  1833,  In  this  state  of  tb'itgs, 
actual  and  prospective,  to  wiihdraw  the  proceeds 
of  Ibe  public  lands  from  the  National  Treasury, 
and  to  throw  the  Government  for  its  support  and 
expenses  exclusively  on  the  customs,  would  be,  of 
necessity,  to  add  very  greatly  to  that  branch  of  the 
pablie  taxes,  and  to  run  the  risk,  at  least,  of  reviv- 
ing those  angry  contests  about  the  tariff  which  so 
recently  distracted  the  country  with  intestine  divi- 
sions, and  which  threatened,  indeed,  at  one  time, 
tha  peace  and  even  the  existence  of  the  Union. 

I  know  (said  Mr.  Rivca)  it  is  prnpo^ed  to  obvi- 
ate this  danger  by  laying  the  additional  duties  that 
would  become  necessary  to  supply  the  resulting  di- 
fieieney  in  the  revenue,  on  articles  of  luxury.  He 
was  himself  in  favor  of  subjecting  all  articles  of 
liunry  from  abroad  to  reasonable  duties.  They 
were  proper  and  legitimate  subjects  of  taxation, 
•ad  ought,  in  hi:^  opinion,  never  to  have  been  ex- 
empted to  the  extent  they  have  been.  But  it  must 
ba  borne  in  mind  that  there  is  a  (imi<  even  to  this 
resource,  both  in  the  nature  of  ihinits  and  in  the 
policy  and  wisdom  of  legislation.  Tnese  article: 
of  luxury  enter  largely  mto  the  commercial  ex- 
changes between  foreign  countries  and  our  own, 
and  constitute  with  some  of  them,  indeed,  their 
principal  means  of  payment  for  the  productions  of 
our  toil  and  industry.  To  burden  them,  then, 
with  duties  beyond  a  certain  point,  would  be  to  de- 
range the  natural  relations  of  commerce,  and  to  di- 
minish, to  a  greater  or  leaser  extent,  the  effectual 
demand  for,  and  consumption  of,  our  products  in 
foreign  marke's.  It  must  be  remembered,  too,  that 
an  increase  of  revenue  is  not  always  the  conse- 
quence of  an  aucmentation  of  duty.  It  was  a  say- 
ing of  Dean  Swift,  be  believed,  that,  in  the  arith- 
metic of  the  customs,  two  and  two  do  not  always 
make  four,  bat  ofttimes  one.  You  may  double  the 
duty  upon  a  given  commodity,  And,  instead  of 
donbling  the  revenue  from  it,  yon  may  reduce  it 
one-half  or  more  by  discouraging  the  consumption. 

He  held  it,  therefore,  impossible,  with  any  data 
we  have  now  before  u«,  for  any  one  to  say  a  priori 
with  a  sattsfaetory  approximation  to  certainty, 
whether  the  contemplated  duties  on  foreign  luxuries 
would  produce  money  rnongh  both  to  fill  the  place 
of  the  land  sales  in  the  public  fisc,  and  to  supply 
the  deficiency  arising  from  the  progressive  rrdnc- 
tion  of  duties  nnder  the  compromise  act.  Without 
going  into  any  details  at-  present,  he  would  merely 
say  that  to  him  it  seemed  qaite  doubtful.  Suppose, 
then,  in  the  event  they  should  prove  inadequate  to 
perform  this  double  oSkce,  what  would  be  the  ooa- 


seqaencel  Yo<P^nust  ei'JKr  resort  to  what  are 
commonly  called  the  protected  .iiticles  to  raise  the 
duties  uptn  them  beyond  the  30  per  cent,  stipulated 
by  the  compromise  act,  and  thereby  rrnew  the  bitter 
strife  which  we  have  fain  hoped  was  finally  la'd  to 
rest  by  the  conciliatory  adjustment  of  1833,  or 
otherwise  yon  must  create  a  new  public  debt  by 
resorting  to  a  loan  in  some  or  other— either  of  them 
cou'eqnences  which,  he  was  sure,  would  be  sincerely 
deprecated  by  gentlemen  who,  with  other  views, 
are  inelmed  to  give  their  present  support  to  the 
policy  of  distributien. 

It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  said  Mr.  R.  that,  re- 
garding it  for  the  present  as  a  fiscal  question  only, 
the  proposition  for  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  is  necessarily  posterior  to,  and  de- 
pendent upon,  the  permanent  adjustment  of  ibe 
tariff,  which  most  take  place  during  the  nextses-sion 
of  Congress.  The  provisional  arrangements  made 
by  the  compromise  act  will  run  out  by  the  Isi  of 
July,  1842,  and  the  large  and  admitted  deficiency 
in  the  revenue  that  will  then  arise  must  impose 
upon  Congress,  at  their  next  se.-sion.  the  inevitable 
duty  of  revising  and  permanently  adjusting  the  en- 
tire revenue  system  of  the  nation,  with  a  view  to 
that  "economical  administratioa  of  the  Govern- 
ment" which  is  recognised  and  consecrated  as  a 
principle  in  the  very  text  of  the  compromise  act, 
aud  which  he  hoped  and  believed  would  be  faith- 
fully carried  out  by  the  new  Administration.  The 
subject  was  one  of  the  highest  delicacy  and  impor- 
tance in  all  its  parts  and  bearings,  and  he  bad  no 
doubt  it  would  be  met  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the 
character  of  American  legislhtors — in  the  catholic 
spirit  of  American  patriotism,  and  not  in  the  nar- 
row spirit  of  sectional  jealousy  on  the  one  hand,  or 
local  cupidity  on  the  other — and  he  felt  a  high  de- 
gree of  satisfaction  in  the  belief  that  its  harmonious 
adjustment  was  destined  to  become  a  new  bond  of 
union  between  the  various  portions  of  cur  wide- 
spread Confederacy. 

He  was  not  disposed  at  this  time  to  disturb  the 
foundations  of  that  system  which  had  been  esta- 
blished by  the  wisdom  of  our  most  experienced  and 
renownvd  ataie-smen  for  the  disposition  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  which  had  been  so  often  the  theme  of 
eulogy  here  and  elsewhere.  It  had  become  fashion- 
able of  late,  in  some  quarters,  to  decry  this  system, 
but,  for  his  part,  he  had  not  seen  the  bluer  frnits 
ascribed  to  it.  Under  it,  the  new  States  had  al- 
ready grown  up  to  an  extent  of  wealth  and  empire 
which,  for  the  rapidity  of  its  progress,  was  nnpa- 
ralle'ed  in  the  history  of  the  world,  and  hitherto 
harmony  and  contentment  had  been  reserved  by  it 
among  all  the  members  of  the  Confederacy.  He 
would  not  say  that  changes  might  not  become  ne- 
cessary in  this  system.  Bat  this  he  would  take  the 
liberty  to  say,  in  a  spirit  of  the  most  perfect  kind- 
ness and  respect  to  bis  friends  who  represent  'be 
new  States  on  this  floor— that  if  that  measure' 
which  they  seemed,  most  of  all  others,  to  depre- 
cate, (distribution,)  should  ever  hereafter  become 
the  Uw  of  the  land,  it  will  havj  been  owing  to  too 
eager  efforts  to  appropriate  lo  special  and  exclusive 
uses  a  common  fund,  which  the  older  States,  to  se- 
cure their  eqnal  participation  in,  nnder  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  most  solemn  compacts,  might  be  driven 
to  unite  in  placing  in  a  situation  where  it  would 
become  the  common  interest  to  preserve  and  pro- 
tect it  for  the  equal  advantage  of  all. 

In  conclusion,  he  wonld  merely  add,  as  the  re- 
sult of  the  views  be  had  expressed,  that  be  should 
vote  against  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  of  Illi- 
nois  [Mr.  Yunno]  to  recommit  the  bill  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  the  plan  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Calhodn]  for  a  cession  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  to  the  new  States;  if  that  should  be  nega- 
tived, he  wonld  then  vote  against  the  proposition  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crietenden]  to 
recommit  with  instructions  to  raport  a  plan  for  dis- 
tribution; and  in  the  ev«nt  of  that  being  also  de- 
feated, be  would  then  have  the  temerity  to  vote 
against  the  "log  cabin"  bill,  so  called,  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bbntor,]  certainly  in  no 
spirit  of  unfriendliness  to  the  real  tenants  of  those 
homely  dwellings,  but  from  a  aenae  of  duty  to  the 
canse  of  justice  and  equal  rights,  which  they  are 
ever  the  foremost  to  defend. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  JOHNSON, 

OF  MARYLAND, 

7n  tht  Hnm  <tf  Bitpmenlatibes.  Dtembw  34, 1840— 

In  relation  to  the  public  lands. 

The  memorial  presented  by  Mr.  Rxrnoina 
from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  UUnoia,  pray- 
ing a  rfduciion  in  the  price  of  the  public  lantta, 
coming  up  for  consideration,  and  Mr.  RxvaoLoa 
and  Mr.  PicKBies  haviag  addrcised  the  Hbose  on 
Ibe  subject — 

Mr.  WILLIAM  COST  JOHNSON  called  fat 
the  reading  of  the  memorial,  and  the  iosuoetiona 
propewed  to  be  attached  to  its  reference  to  a  coiB- 
mittee. 

The  instructions  were  "to  report  a  bill  to  grant 
protpce/ive  prc-*mplion  to  actual  settlers,  and  lo  re- 
duce the  price  to  settlers,  according  to  the  value  o{ 
the  land." 

Mr.  JoBHsoH  moved  to  amend  the  iostree- 
tions  of  Mr.  Rbtholps,  by  striking  out  all  after  tbe 
word  Uulmet,  and  to  insert,  "to  report  a  faiU  to 
have  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  doaiaia 
divided  among  the  States  in  an  equitable  ratio,  to 
be  used  by  the  Slates  for  internal  improvements, 
education, or anyoiher  purpose,  as  may  be  deemed 
wise  by  the  several  States  receiving  said  distri- 
bution." 

Mr.  JoBHSOH  then  proceeded  to  address  the 
House  at  considerable  length  on  the  subject  of  iIm 
proposed  instructions,  and  in  reply  to  the  course  of 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mt.  Bxr- 
MoLDs,]  and  to  some  of  the  observaUons  of  tbe 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Picsns.] 

He  hardly  knew,  he  said,  whether  to  express 
pleasure  or  regret  that  the  proposition  had  been 
brought  forward  by  the  gentlenun  from  Illinois,  oar 
Uiat  snggestions  had  been  thrown  out  in  relation  lo 
it  by  tlw  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
PicKBVs.]  He  (Mr.  J.)  hardly  knew  whether  lo 
express  pleasure  that  the  subject  of  ihe  public  do- 
main had  been  introduced  at  ihis  session,  or  regret 
that  it  had  not  been  deferred  until  ihe  meeting  of 
the  next  Congress.  If  the  next  Congress  shall  be 
composed  ot  materials  such  as  have  been  already 
intimated  on  this  floor,  tbe  question  of  time  is  one 
of  grave  importance.  It  was,  however,  one  cf 
those  questions  on  which  his  own  opinion  had  been 
matured,  and  upon  which  be  was  as  ready  to  act 
now  as  be  should  be  at  any  time.  He  believed  it 
lo  be  a  question  which  required  profound  deUbera- 
tion  and  cautious  and  wise  legislation.  And  al- 
Ihough  tbe  debate  had  sprung  suddenly  upon  Ibe 
House,  be  would  endeavor  to  make  audible  bis 
opinions,  and  the  reasons  of  his  opposition  to  much 
Which  had  been  said.  He  had  listened  lo  ibe  la- 
mentations of  gentlemen  from  Ihe  far  West;  be 
bad  beard  ihem  implore  this  House  to  be  kiad  and 
generous  towards  them;  he  had  heard  them  make 
appeals  as  if  they  were  in  the  niost  dejected  and 
impoverished  condition.  If  Ihe  State  of  Illinois  had 
suffered,  as  the  gentleman  who  had  addressed  them 
this  morning  would  have  the  House  believe,  by  Ibe 
oppressive  legislation  of  Congress,  let  bim  tell  the 
House  how  it  was  that  that  State  had  increased  in 
population  in  a  ratio  beyond  that  of  any  other 
Slate  of  this  Confederacy;  why  it  was  that  an  over- 
whelming tide  of  population  had  flocked  there-,  and 
why  it  was  that  she  was  growing  up  like  a  mighty 
empire  in  the  West.  Wbengentlemen  approach- 
ed the,Hoi^-e  in  this  wav,  they  ceased  to  be  either 
generous  or  just  to  themselves,  their  people,  or 
this  Honve. 

Mr.  J.  then  referred  to  the  history  of  Ibe  Western 
Slates,  and  proceeded  to  demcnstrate  the  fallacy  of 
certain  positions  assumed  by  thic  gentleman  from 
Illinois.  He  asked  if  il  was  oppressive  on  the 
Western  States  that  tbe  land<  entered  by  settlers 
are  exempted  from  taxation  for  five  years  after  said 
entry,  why  it  was  that  the  gentleman  had  not  made 
an  effort  to  have  that  condition  removed  by  Coa- 
gressl  He  (Mr.  J.)  would  vote  for  such  a  hill. 
Bat  tbe  fact  was,  the  exemption  from  taxatioii  of 
the  lands  of  the  settlers  was  really  a  bonus  to  in- 
duce purchases,  and  in  a  great  degree  to  tempt 
emigration  from  tbe  old  to  the  new  Sflates.  And 
this  measure  of  munifieeoce  on  the  part  of  the  Ge- 
neral Government  to  protect  the  settler  ftou'land 
taxes  by  the  State  until  he  should  be  aOowcd  liaw 
10  settle  the  land  and  improve  it,  is  called  a  froas 
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ontnge  apon  the  sovereign'  aaihority  of  the  States. 
Tbe  genlleman  has  failed  to  inform  ihe  Hoose  bow 
many  millions  of  acres  of  public  lands  ihe  GcDsral 
OoTenment  has  granted  to  the  new  States  for  tbe 
pnrpoee  of  edtiettion.  One  thirty-sixth  portion  of 
tbe  lands  within  their  limits  has  been  granted  for 
Ibis  purpose  alone,  to  the  total  exclnsion  of  the  old 
Stales;  and  this  done,  too,  by  Congress  when  the 
vote  of  tbe  new  States  was  very  inconsiderable. 
But  now  we  are  told  that  the  new  States  have 
fonnd  out  their  strength,  that  they  will  first  ad- 
Tocate  pre-emptions  and  graduation  of  prices,  andf 
finally,  a  total  soriender  of  the  whole  to  their  cu- 
pidity. 

Mr.  JomnoN  said  that  he  was  unwilling  to  treat 
so  grare  a  question  with  the  slightest  levity,  but  he 
eonld  not  better  illustrate  tbe  justice  and  force  of 
the  gentleman's  remarks,  than  by  slating  that  it 
called  to  bis  memory  tbe  incident  of  a  last  will  and 
testament  of  a  gentleman  who  resided  in  one  of  tbe 
eoanties  of  Virginia,  as  he  was  informed  by  a  dis- 
tingvished  Citizen.  This  gentleman  had  fourteen 
sons,  towards  all  of  whom  be  cherished  tbe  kindest 
regard  and  tenderest  affection;  and,  as  often  bap- 
pens  with  an  ancient  parent,  the  youngest  child  be- 
came the  greatest  favorite.  The  oonfidiog  parent 
got  his  youngest  son  to  write  his  will  for  bim,  in 
which  be  gave  his  homestead  and  stock — in  short, 
dt  his  real  and  personal  estate,  to  this  meet  honest, 
youngest  son,  and  the  rett  of  the  estate  to  be  divided 
equally  among  his  brothers.  [Much  latigbter.] 
AJtd  so  are  the  thirteen  old  States  to  fare,  if  tbe 
nntteman  speaks  the  sentiments  of  the  new  Slates. 
After  they  utvt  received  grants  of  many  millions 
of  acres— after  they  have  grown  up  vigorously 
amidst  tbe  liberal  policy  of  the  General  Oovem- 
ment,  ibey  come  here  and  taunt  tbe  House  with 
their  power  and  strength;  telling  us  that  justice  no 
longer  had  a  habitation  in  their  bosoms,  but  that 
they  came  here  armed  with  power,  and  would  teach 
the  old  States  not  only  that  tbey  will  receive  wiih- 
ODt  adniowledgment  past  kindnesses,  bat  that,  by 
foioe  of  numbers,  tbey  will  rescae  the  just  heritage 
ot  the  old  States  from  them.  Langiuge  of  ibis 
kind  might  do  to  flatter  the  vicious  laste  of  some 
few  men;  hot  be  believed  that  it  did  not  speak  the 
sentiments  of  tbe  people  of  tbe  West.  He  believrd 
that  tbey  would  scorn  the  man  who  would  wish  to 
rob  his  neighbor  for  bis  own  immediate  benefit.  He 
belieTed  that  gentlemen  who  uttered  this  language 
were  not  speaking  tbe  sentiments  of  a  magnanimous 
and  high-minded  constituency. 

The  gentleman  urges  npou  the  House  the  neces- 
sity for  a  reduction  of  the  prices  of  the  public 
lands,  because  some  land  has  been  surveyed  for 
ten,  and  some  fifteen  years,  that  is  not  yet  entered 
at  the  land  offices.  Mr.  J.  woold  a;k  if  that  was 
not  owing  to  a  want  of  population  and  capital  ra- 
ther than  a  want  of  value  in  the  lands.  Can  it  be 
expected  that  (he  whole  public  domain  is  to  be  peo- 

Sled  with  inhabitants,  from  the  Wabash  to  the 
:oeky  Moiutains,  in  a  few  brief  years?  The  old 
States  are  now  annually  drained  of  their  wealth 
and  their  population  lo  fill  up  the  West.  And 
where,  upon  1*18  face  of  tbe  globe,  is  labor  so  well 
rewarded  as  in  the  new  States,  or  where  is  wealth 
ao  rapidly  accumulating'? 

If  the  gentleman  will  examine  the  reports  made 
to  this  Hoose,  be  wilt  find  that  the  lands  estimated 
as  worth  but  a  quarter  and  the  eighth  of  a  dollar  a 
few  years  ago  are  now  entered  with  great  avidity 
for  a  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents.  The  simple 
facts  connected  with  ttte  settlement  of  the  public 
lands  OTcrtbrow  all  the  gentleman's  assumptions 
and  reasoning. 

And  be  woald  appeal  to  the  members  from  Mis- 
siasippi,  even  Tennessee,  and  especially  Alabama, 
for  the  tmtb  of  what  he  would  assert,  thai,  in  tboae ' 
States,  at  ihe  present  reduced  Qovernment  price,  if 
it  was  not  a  mode  of  continual  practice  for  plan- 
ters to  enter  lauds  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  an  acre,  and  place  them  in  cultivation  a  few 
yiean,  without  renewing  the  soil  by  tbe  mineral  or 
vegetable  manures,  discard  them  and  enter  fresh 
iMldv,  and  continue  this  process  until  the  deitrnc- 
tion  of  the  soil  followed  their  advance,  and  a  drea- 
ry waste  was  left  by  this  migratory  cultivation. 
tht  gentlemian's  proposjtion  would  be  to  encou- 
rage ihiaprocessof  desolating  tbe  lands,  rather  than 


invite  entries  for  permanent  abode  and  cultivation; 
and  it  would  encourage  false  entries  and  perjuries, 
and  feed  tbe  insatiate  appetite  of  Ihe  thousands  of 
land  speculators. 

Mr.  J.  then  alluded  to  some  remarks  which  fell 
from  Mr.  Picsjcns,  and  said  that  he  could  not  agree 
that  the  Western  States  were  m  tbe  condition  of 
colonies,  nor  could  he  advocate  the  views  of  that 
gentleman,  as  be  understood  them,  to  surrender 
the  public  domain  at  once  to  ihe  States,  upon  the 
condition  of  their  returning  a  portion  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  sales  to  the  National  Treasiuy.  He  would 
acquit  the  gehtleman  from  South  Carolina  of  any 
improper  motive  in  his  course,  but  he  believed  that 
there  were  those  in  the  nation  who  were  playing 
high  political  games  upon  the  capital  of  the  nalioa 
— who  were  offering;,  as  in  times  of  old,  largesses 
of  the  public  property  to  effect  selfish  ends.  And 
tbe  effort  at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol  to  surren- 
der Ihe  public  domain  to  the  States  would  fail  of 
its  purpose;  the  prominent  gentleman  who  may 
have  expected  to  gain  the  favor  of  the  preemption 
settlers  and  sqnaiters,  would  find  that  they  would 
most  warmly  oppose  bis  plan,  because  they  would 
find  it  more  difficult  to  take  advantage  of  the  Slates 
than  of  the  General  Government.  Their  selfish 
purposes  could  be  better  attained  by  the  present 
than  by  thai  plan;  and,  in  tbe  end,  if  that  plan 
theuld  be  effected,  the  General  Government  woold 
quickly  lose  tbe  proceeds  of  sale,  after  it  bad  dis- 
posed of  its  own  right  to  sell.  The  suspension  of 
a  Stale  wonld  be  more  embarrassing  to  the  Gen^ 
ral  Government  than  the  suspension  of  payments 
by  a  bank,  and  an  execution  would '  be  an  awk- 
wark  process  to  coerce  payment  in  the  event  of  de- 
linquency. 

He  (Mr.  J.)  did  not  look  to  the  increased  repre- 
sentation of  the  new  States  on  this  floor  with  tbe 
same  distrust  as  many  other  members.  He  thought 
that  Ohio  and  Indiana  were  old  States,  as  far  as- 
their  interests  were  involved.  Their  distributive 
share  of  the  public  lands  was  an  interest  para- 
mount to  any  other;  and  so  had  Ohio  spoken  by  its 
legislative  resolves;  and  such  he  believed  to  be  the 
real  interest  of  all  the  new  Slates  as  well  as  the 
old.  He  believed  that  the  calm  and  practical  judg- 
ment of  the  citizens  of  the  new  Slates  wonld  so 
decide.  Not  only  those  who  have  entered  lafids  at 
Government  price,  whom  the  Government  would 
now  injure  by  reducing  the  price,  but  all  save  land 
jobbers  and  land  speculators,  and  political  specula- 
tors of  small  intrinsic  capital,  wi'h  but  few  excep- 
tions. 

The  gentleman  who  first  addressed  tbe  Hoose 
[Mr.  RsvNOLDs]  said  that  the  Western  States  are 
embarrassed  in  their  finances.  He  (Mr.  J.)  would 
grant  it,  and  that  fact  would  be  an  argument 
against  the  plan  of  almost  wholly  abandoning  the 
public  domain  to  rapacious  speculators.  Tbe  old 
States  are  also  embarraand;  and  henoe  the  interests 
of  tbe  old  and  the  new  are  identical.  Their  mu- 
tual interest  is  to  have  their  own  preperty  divided 
fairly  among  the  whole,  so  that  they  can  relieve 
themselves  from  their  embarrassments.  His  own 
State,  (Maryland,)  PennsylvaBia,and  o'her  States, 
required  their  just  share  cf  the  fond  arifing  from 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  Maryland  bad  com- 
menced a  vast  system  of  internal  improvement, 
and  one  too  extensive  perhaps  for  her  present 
limited  means;  but,  with  her  share  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  she  could  prow- 
cnte  it,  and  be  relieved  frem  direct  taxation,  other- 
wise there  would  be  great  embarrassment.  Penn- 
sylvania has  had  recourse  to  direct  taxation,  and 
she  has  claimed,  by  resolutions  of  her  State,  as 
Maryland  and  other  States  have  done,  her  jasi  pro- 
portion of  ibis  fund,  set  apart  by  the  acts  of  oo- 
sion  of  the  various  States  surrendering  the  public 
domain  to  the  General  Government  as  a  trustee,  to 
divide  the  trust  fund  faithfully  and  fairly  among 
all  the  Slates. 

Mr.  J.  then,  turning  and  addressing  him^If  to 
Mr.  PicKBNs,  said  that,  if  he  had  a  just  conception 
of  the  policy  and  interest  of  South  Carolina,  that 
State  was  anxious  to  extend  her  avenues  of  trade 
to  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  that  the  rich  com- 
modities of  its  production  slMUld  be  emptied  into 
tbe  lap  of  Charleston,  and  that  her  distiibaiive 


share  wonld  come  very  opportitnelytoher  financial 
leDef. 

[Mr.  PicKSHs  here  rose  and  said  tfaa*  South  Ca> 
rolina  bad  adopted  direct  taxation  to  meet  her  State 
exigencies,  and  that  the  people  very  cheerfally 
paid  it.] 

Mr.  JoBirseN  resumed,  and  said  that  he  did  not 
doubt  that  the  people  paid  the  exaction  with  great 
cheerfolness,  nor  did  he  know  that  it  was  a  high 
point  of  honor  for  a  State  or  individual  to  pay  wil- 
lingly just  debts.  He  only  would  say  that  the  peo- 
ple of  South  Carolina  were  a  most  strange  people, 
if  they  preferred  paying  direct  taxation  to  be  ' 
wholly  relieved  from  it,  and  that  they  would  .pur- 
sue a  course  different  from  any  other  people  if  they 
would  rather  eschew  -their  portion  of  In;  pubHe ' 
land  in  order  to  have  their  own  property  oppressed 
with  a  ^stem  of  taxation  of  which  his  (Mr.  J's) 
instructions  would  greatly  relieve  them. 

He  (Mr.  J.)  would  say,  whilst  alluding  to  tbe 
opinions  of  the  gentleman  fA>m  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  PiCKiNS,]  that  there  was  one  opinion  which 
be  advanced  wbittt  he  was  on  the  floor  that  he 
wonld  most  cordially  agree  with— that  this  qnea- 
tion  of  the  public  lands  was  not  a  revenue  ques- 
tion. '  He  (Mr.  J.)  thought  that  it  should  not  be  so 
regarded. 

When  the  (Constitution  was  formed,  the  question 
of  the  pnbl'c  lands  was  a  question  of  fVoitful  dis- 
cussion. Maryland  bad  for  three  years,  daring 
the  darkest  period  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  re- 
fused to  sign  the  Articles  of  Confederation  lulesa 
the  States  would  make  cession  of  the  waste  territo- 
ry within  their  territorial  limits.  And  when  ihe 
Constitution  was  formed,  the  States  snnendered 
all  power  over  revenues  derived  from  customs  to 
the  General  Government;  among  other  reasons,  he- 
canst  by  the  acts  of  cession  ef  the  States  the  public 
domain  was  to  be  divided  among  the  Stales  in  pro- 
portion to  taxation  and  representation;  and  it  never 
was  expected  that  the  General  Government  was  to 
live  upon  the  bounty  of  the  Slates'  property,  like  a 
Revolutionary  cripple  or  a  superannuated  mendi- 
cant. 

Mr.  Johnson  then  said  that  tbe  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  SotMh  Carolina  (Mr.  Pickens] 
who  advocated  the  postpoitement  of  this  question 
and  the  tariff  until  >the  next  Congress,  only  con- 
firmed the  convictions  which  be  had  formid  when 
he  first  read  the  President's  message,  that  no  mea- 
sure-of  finance  or  relief  to  Ihe  people  would  be 
urged  by  the  present  dominant  party  in  this  House 
daring  ibis  s<!Ssion.  That  tbe  people  would  have 
to  look  to  the  ney  Congress  for  hope  and  for  tise- 
fiil  measures.  Standing,  as  Ihe  gentleman  did,  in 
the  high  confidence  of  the  PreMent,  he  (Mr.  J.) 
could  but  regard  that  he  spoke  advisedly  when  he 
urged  a  postponement  of  all  those  grave. questions. 

[Here  Mr.  Pickbns  again  rose  and  said  that 
be  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  saying  that 
Ihe  President  or  his  friends  would  recommend  no 
measure  of  finance  to  this  Congress,  for  he  had 
no  80ch  authority,  and  only  spoke  for  himself.] 

Mr.  Johnson  resumed.  Tbe  disclaimer  pf  the 
gentleman  was  inconclusive  with  him  (Mr.  J.)  as 
an  afSroiaiion  of  what  he  had  intimated^  for  he 
(Mr.  J.)  felt  assured  that  if  there  was  any  purpose 
on  the  part  of  tbe  Executive  or  his  friends  to  luring 
forward  any  measure  of  relief,  that  gentleman 
[Mr.  P.]  above  all  others  wonld  have  b^n  cogni- 
xan't  of  the  fact,  and  that  he  [Mr.  P.]  was  too  skil- 
ful a  parliamentarian  to '  throw  himself  at  full 
length  in  tbe  Bteeutive  path  if  there  was  any  such 
purpose  in  contemplation. 

It  was  now  clear  to  his  (Mr.  J's)  mind  that  all 
the  very  important  questions  to  the  country  were 
to  be  delayed,  and  that  tbe  responsibility  of  de- 
cidTng  upon  them  was  to  be  thrown  upon  the  next 
Administration.  Such  a  course  reflected  as  deeply 
uponjhis  Administration  as  it  was  really  compli- 
mentary, though  not  so  intended,  to  that  which 
would  quickly  succeed. 

'  He,  (Mr  J.)  like  Mr.  Van  Buren,  would,  on  the 
4th  of  March  next,  be  placed,  by  the  Constitution, 
on  the  dignified  level  of  a  private  citizen.  But, 
whilst  on  this  flpor,  he  was  ready  to  act  upon  all 
questions  which  might  arise;  and  none  would  he 
more  cheerfally  speak  and  vote  upon  than  the  ta- 
riff.   But  be  would  not  contend  wiib  abatiaet  iheo* 
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ho,  nor  woDid  be  show  bis  heroism,  however  wt\l 
armed,  by  aiming  blows  at  advaDcing  shadows. 
Wbtu  itae  qnesliun  should  arise  in  a  tangible  shape, 
when  a  bill  aa  ihe-sabject  shall  be  reported,  it  will 
b«  qnite  time  enoagh  for  a  discDssion.  He  had  no 
donbt  in  bis  mind,  however,  that  when  that  sabjeet 
should  be  properly  brought  up  for  consideration,  it 
would  be  found  less  fearful  than  many  gentlemen 
imagined;  he  dcabted  not  that  it  could  be  settled  to 
meet  ihe  wants  of  the  Treasnry,  and  iu  a  manner 
so  that  the  North  and  South  could  cordially 
shake  hands,  even  in  this  Hall  of  fruitful  «onteD- 
lion. 

The  policy,  which  is  adopted  by  ihe  Executive 
party,  of  doing  nothing  of  usefulness  to  the  coun- 
try, niade  it  only  more  incumbent  on  snob  mem- 
hers  as  himself,  who  sjood  in  the  minority,  to  pro- 
pos  e  at  least  some  plan  of  relief  for  the  States  and 
Ihe  people  of  the  States;  and  hence  he  had  iniro- 
daoed  bis  substitute,  Which  he  believed  the  calm 
judgment  of  the  unprejudiced  would  approve. 

Mr.  J-  then  addressed  himself  to  Mr.  Retnolos, 
and  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  had 
made  one  earnest  or  seemingly  earnest  appeal  to 
the  members  of  the  Whig  party  to  support  his 
(Mr.  R's)  proposition,  it  they  were  really  the 
friends,  as  they  pretended  to  be,  of  the  tenant  of 
the  log  cabin,  tie  (Mr.  J.)  would  inform  the  gen- 
tleman that  it  was  because  he  was  the  friend  of  the 
tenant  of  the  log  cabin  that  he  had  opposed  his 
(Mr.  R's)  proposition  and  introduced  his  own;  it 
was  because  he  was  really  anxious  to  improve  the 
condition  of  all  classes,  and  especially  the  most 
needy,  that  he  was  for  dividing  their  own  property 
among  themselves;  it  was  becaute  he  was  sincerely 
the  friend  of  the  indigent  that  he  was  for  rescuing 
their  own  estate  from  the  grasp  of  the  land  jobber 
and  the  land  speculator,  where  that  gentleman's 
measure  would  place  it,  and  Was  for  dividing  it  for 
the  benefit  of  all.  The  tenant  of  the  log  cabin  in 
Maryland  had  the  >aiiie  interest  with  the  citizen  of 
Illinois.  The  blood  and  treasure  of  die  old  Suites 
bad  won  the  public  domain,  and  the  deeds  of  ces- 
sion had  consfcrated  it  as  a  trust-fund  for  the 
benefit  of  all  to  the  latest  posterity. 

Dofs  the  gentleman  desire  that  every  citizen  of 
the  old  State!!  must  abandon  the  land  of  bis  fathers 
and  of  bis  birth,  and  lake  up  his  residence  in  the 
new  Stales,  or  be  excluded  from  his  own  patri- 
mony? Can  he,  as  a  statesman  or  a  philanlhropist, 
desire  to  see  the  old  States  depopulated?  Does  not 
the  present  broad  and  sirong  tide  of  emigration 
satisiy  bis  ambiiion  and  sufficiently  gratify  his 
hopes  and  his  prid«? 

He  would  not  boast  of  his  Democracy,  because 
the  professions  of  public  men  were  generally  heart- 
less. But  he  trusted  he  was  still  not  the  less  a 
Democrat  if  he  b:  asied  but  little  about  it.  His 
Democracy  he  would  have  to  consist  of  lhi»:  As  a 
citizen,  lo  respect  the  will  of  a  majority  constitu- 
tionally expressed;  as  a  legitlator,  to  advocate  and 
adopt  such  measures  as  would  dispense  tb«  greatest 
amount  of  benefits  to  the  greatest  number  of  the 
people.  And  he  humbly  conceived  that  his  pro- 
position would  diffuse  the  splendid  inheritance  of 
the  people  ef  the  nation  among  all  the  States,  so  as 
to  open  avenues  of  commerce,  and  give  a  siimulus 
to  agriculture  and  the  mechanical  pursuits.  The 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Rxtnolds] 
wonld  close  the  door  of  the  l(%  cabin  to  the  school- 
master: bis  (Mr.  J'l)  would  throw  it  open  to  the 
light  of  instruction.  It  would  furnish  the  Stales 
with  a  fund  which  would  tear  up  a  temple  of  edu- 
cation in  every  region  of  the  nation,  and  diffuse 
moral  and  religious  knowledge  to  all  the  rising  ge- 
nerations. And  who  that  has  looked  abroad  is  not 
impressed  with  the  necessity? 

A  morning'd  paper  had  informed  him  that  Ken- 
tucky, as  noble  as  that  patriotic  State  is,  was  rAr- 
ing  up  more  than  half  of  ber  children  without  pro- 
per edacaiion;  and  in  Virginia  and  oiher  States, 
the  condition  of  the  riring  generation  was  as  de- 
plorable. The  very  foundation  of  our  Govern- 
ment is  based  upon  public  opinion.  Public  opinion 
was  almost  as  strong  as  the  ConMitaiinn  iiself. 
And  Ibis  public  opinion  sh( uld  be  enlightened,  to 
be  patriotic  Public  liberty  i*  umafe  nhen  elec- 
tors are  loo  ignorant  to  understand  the  true  interest 
p(  tbe  uuio^  ud  b«  who  is  moat  ardent  in  Ute 


hope  of  having  the  wise  genius  of  our  Republicah 
iostitulions  transmitted,  mus:  advocate  measures 
J  wh  ch  diffuse  Doiversal  education  in  every  region 
of  the  nation.  Cktngress  discharged  but  half  of  its 
duty  when  it  granted  large  amuonts  to  all  the  new 
Stales  and  Territories  for  free  schools  and  acade- 
mies; it  ihoald  have  set  apart  a  like  amount  to  all 
of  the  Slates.  Let  the  neglect  of  ihe  past  Con- 
gress be  amended  by  this;  or  let  his  instructions  go 
to  the  committee,  that  they  may  report  at  least  a 
bill  upon  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  acts  of  ces- 
sion. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  COLES, 

OF  VIRGINIA, 
In  the  Howe  of  Reprt$entative$,  FAruary  3.  1841— 

In  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  Treasury 

note  bill. 

Mr.  COLES  addressed  the  committee  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Chaibmam:  It  has  not  been  my  practice  to 
engage  in  the  general  and  protracted  debates  which 
have  so  frequently  occupied  the  time  of  this  House, 
and  exhausted  the  patience  of  its  members.  I  have, 
upon  such  cccasions,  given  place  to  others  more 
anxious  to  speak,  and  cantented  myself  wiih  a  si- 
lent vote. 

We  ^re  now  on  the  eve  of  unknown  changes:  it 
is  declared  from  high  sources,  that  an  eveiTtfnl  re- 
volution in  Ihe  policy  of  the  Oovernment  is  at 
hand.  Vital  questions  have  been  introduced 
into  this  debate,  which  have  not  been  decid- 
ed by  the  people,  and  which  deeply  involve 
their  individual  and  political  condition.  The 
present  discussion  may  not  enlighten  ibe  coun- 
try, but  it  cannot  fail  to  excite  universal  in- 
terest, and  that  degree  of  solemn  reffection 
which  will  enable  the  public  mind  wisely  to  in- 
struct those  who  are  to  come  after  us.  In  this  re- 
spect, it  is  one  of  the  most  important  debates  that, 
at  any  time,  has  taken  place  in  this  country.  If 
further  apology  was  necessary  for  departing  from 
my  usual  custom  in  now  trespassing  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee,  it  may  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  an  imporiant  interest  of  my  constituents 
has  been  brought  under  review,  and  my  course,  in 
regard  tn  it,  particularly  alluded  to.  The  tobacco 
trade  has  been  introduced  in  connection  with  reta- 
'  lialory  duties — the  effect  of  which  may  be  to  enlist 
that  interest  into  the  dangerous  combination  with 
manafaetare.o,  for  the  establishment  of  a  system  of 
unlimited  taxation.  Under  such  circumstances,  it 
is  my  duty  to  remain  silent  no  longer. 

I  shall  vote  for  the  bill  on  your  table — ^not  as  a 
partji  measure — not  lo  favor  the  coming  or  the  de- 
parting Administration — ^bnt  to  provide  means  for 
the  Executive  faithfully  to  execute  the  laws.  If, 
Sir,  the  new  President,  and  the  party  who  have 
elected  bim,  shall  truly  aim  to  accomplish  what 
was  piomised  for  them  in  my  portion  of  the  Union, 
they  shall  have,  with  little  exception,  my  hearty 
co-operation  in  whatever  station  I  may  le  placed. 
If  tbey  shall  reform  real  abuses,  reduce  expen- 
ditures, oppose  disiribntions  out  of  ihe  common 
fund,  oppose  taxation  of  the  whole  to  enrich 
favored  portions  of  the  community,  oppose  a 
National  Bank,  and  if  they  shall  honestly 
aim  to  administer  their  trusts  for  the  common 
good,  and  in  strict  conformity  to  the  Republican 
maxims  of  Jefferson;  then,  sir,  it  will  cost  me  no 
change  of  my  previous  course  lo  lend  my  cordial 
support  All  these  promises  were  mad*.  I  knew 
belter  than  to  believe  they  would  be  fulfilled,  and 
voted  against  the  successful  candidate.  From  an 
intercourse  with  members  of  both  political  parlies, 
from  their  votes,  and  frsm  their  open  declarations 
at  this,  as  well  as  at  former  setsions  of  Congress,  I 
have  just  as  Utile  hope  now  a<  I  had  then  that  any 
such  resalts  will  take  place.  No,  sir;  it  is  evident 
here,  and  will  shortly  become  palpable  to  the  whole 
country,  that  the  reigning  policy  of  ibe  new  Admi- 
nistration must  i«nd  in  a  contrary  direction.  My 
position,  should  I  again  be  honored  with  a  seat  on 
ibis  floor,  must  necessarily  be  in  the  opposition.  It 
will,  though,  iVIr.  Chairman,  be  a  frank,  decided, 
and  determined  opposition  to  measures  which  I 
honestly  believe  will  be  disastrous  lo  imporiant  in- 
terests, and  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  Jree  institu- 
tions, on  which  all  that  I  bold  dear  mainly  de- 


pends.  Nevertheless,  I  shall  not  lend  my  repre- 
sentative character  (after  Ihe  example  of  otheit)  to 
injure  the  interests  and  honor  of  my  country,  and 
to  create  confusion  and  distress,  in  order  to  mdet 
a  party  obnoxious  to  the  people,  who  have,  as  I 
think,  been  unfortunately  entrusted  with  tbt  ma- 
nagsmeat  of  ibeir  public  concerns.  I  have  bad  no 
personal  favors  to  ask  of  the  President,  and  have  as 
little  care  for  the  smiles  or  the  frowns  of  his  sn^ 
cesser.  '  It  has  been  my  object  to  perform  my  dniy 
tb  the  Constitulion  and  to  the  pMple;  and  it  shaii 
be  my  endeavor  to  require  the  peribrmaoee  of  the 
same  duty  by  ibe  Executive  incumbent,  vhoever 
he  may  be. 

Tke  bill  under  discasston  proposes  to  authorize 
the  Secreiary  of  tha.  Treasury  lo  iasoe  &Te  Bit- 
lions  of  Treasury  notes.  Does  the  condition  of 
the  Treasnry  require  additional  means,  and  if  so, 
is  this  the  best  mode  of  supplying  them?  are  qoca- 
tions  to  be  considered. 

It  is  not  remarkable  that  there  should  he  difi- 
enlty  in  clearly  understanding  Treasury  reports. 
It  is  no  new  thing,  and  has  occurred  from  the  days 
of  Oeneral  Hamilton  to  the  present  time.  Tte 
business  of  the  Treasury  embi  aces  such  a  ▼arietr 
of  subjects,  and  such  a  multiinde  of  detaila,  that 
it  is  impossible  so  to  condense  it  as  to  make  a  Imk 
lance  sheet  that  can  he  fully  comprehended  at  a 
glance.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry,  in  hi* 
annual  report,  aubmitied  in  December  laat,iay% 
that,  according  to  the  estimates  made  by  the  af- 
ferent Departments,  of  what  would  be  leqaired  lo 
be  paid  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  1840,  iheie 
would  be  a  balance  of  unexpended  appropiiatioiia 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  1841,  of  |10,S49 .90&. 
In  that  event,  there  would  have  been  little  or  no 
balance  in  the  Trsasuiy  on  the  last  named  day. 
But  the  Secreiary  (having  two  months  more  to 
judge  from)  was  of  a  different  opinion,  and  estima^ 
ted  the  payments  of  the  last  quarter  of  1840  at  aboni 
five  and  a  half  millions,  which  would  leave  a  ba- 
lance un  hand  on  the  first  of  the  year  of  about  one 
and  a  half  millions,  and  a  balance  of  nnexpcDd- 
ed  appropriations  of  over  thirteen  millions.  The 
Secretary  appears  to  have  been  nearer  right,  sinee 
not  so  much  ae  his  estimate  wa«  called  for,  and,  in 
consequence,  the  cash  left  on  hand,  as  well  as  the 
amount  of  unexpended  appropriations,  were  some- 
thing greater  than  were  even  at  the  lime  of  his  re- 
port calculated  on.  Precise  accuracy  cannot  be 
arrived  at  in  these  amounts  until  the  acconnis  can 
be  received  from  the  remote  points  of  this  extended 
Confederacy.  Nor  is  it  impiortant,  for  all  expe- 
rience justifies  the  expectation  that  the  amount  of 
appropriations  remaining  unexpended  at  the  end 
of  Ane  year  will  about  equal  and  offset  that  of  the 
preceding.  We  may  therefore  fairly  ealenlaie 
that  the  amount  remaining  unexpended  on  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1843,  will  nearly  or  quite  equal 
the  amount  existing  on  the  1st  day  of  Jannaiy, 
1841,  leaving  the  means  of  the  year  free  to  meet 
the  amount  of  permanent  and  new  appropriations. 
Unexpended  balances  of  preceding  appropria- 
tions nece^arily  exist  at  the  end  of  eveiy  year. 
Tbey  always  have  existed,  and  always  must  exiM,' 
without  any  regard  to  the  amount  of  none/  in  ibe 
Treasury;  bdng  sometimes  greatest  when  ibesor- 
plus  amount  in  the  .Treasury  is  latest.  Apprc- 
priations  are  made  by  one  session  of  Congresa,  not 
for  the  service  of  the  year  alone,  but  to  oonliAtM 
the  operatloiks  of  the  Government  until  the  close 
of  the  next  session.  If  Ibis  were  not  the  case,  aod 
there  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  no  anexpended 
balances  of  appropriation,  a  very  large  portio« 
of  the  public  service  would  have  to  atop  until 
Congress  could  pass  the  usual  approprialioo 
bills,  which  is  frequently  aot  done  until  June  or 
July.  No  matter  how  much  mpney  might  be 
■  in  the  Treasury,  not  a  dollar  could  be  drawn  out 
without  an  appiopriaiion  made  by  law.  What, 
then,  would  be  the  condition  of  the  army  and  navy, 
together  with  all  of  your  public  works,  wiihoai 
funds  from  the  end  of  one  year  to  the  middle  of 
July  in  Ihe  next?  This  balance  of  unexpended 
appropriations  is  denominated  a  debt,  which  in 
fact  arises  out  of  Ihe  customary  and  necessary  ac- 
tion of  the  Government.  An  approprialioo  is  the 
authority  to  pay  out  any  money  thai  may  be  ia 
the  Treasury,  for  specified  objects.    TIm  amo^ 


l^eb.  1841. 


APPEin)IX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE- 


8tr 

H.  of  ReptT"" 


2&rB  CoNQ »Snd  Ssss. 


Trefuury  Note  BUI-— Mr.  Coles. 


of  anexpended  appropriationa  at  the  ead  of  h 
jear  is  ascertained  witboot  difficulty,  by  Redacting 
the  amoutl  of  paymecis  fiom  (be  whole  amotrnt  of 
sppropriaiioos  anthorized  by  law.  The  Secretary's 
report  is  made  np  before  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
be  is  obliged,  of  eoprse,  to  estimate  the  payments 
for  the  last  qoarter.  He  states  with  oeriainty  the 
aettial  payments  made  in  the  three  first  qaarters  of 
1840,  at     -  -  -  -$31,188,138  41 

And  estimates  those  expected  in  the 

last  quarter  (iDclnding  $495,000 

for  the  redemption  of  Treasury 

notes,    and  |30,5S7   71   cents, 

for  balancis  of  fonded  debt)  at     5,455,537  71 

ThUealeulation  wonld  make  the 

paynenu  of  1840         •  -#36,643,656  12 

LM7tng  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st 
day  of  Jannary,  1841    •  -     1,580,855  00 

By  examining  the  accounts  that  have  been  ren- 
dered in  the  diffWrent  reports,  and  the  laws  of  the 
last  year  granting  appropriations,  gentlemen  might 
(with  half  the  labor  they  seem  to  bare  devoted  to 
this  subject)  have  tested  the  aocoracy  of  these  es- 
timatn.  The  large  docnmenis  giving  an  aceoant 
of  the  total  receipts  and  expenditures,  which  are 
annually  submitted  to  Congress,  exhibit  the  re- 
ceipts, die  payments,  the  cash  on  hand,  the  appro- 
priations, and  ihi  amonnts  of  unexpended  apprt^ 
prialions  at  the  end  of  each  year,  np  to  the  year 

1840.  The  details  in  the  last  quarter  of  that  year 
cannot  all  be  precisely  stated,  owing  to  the  imprae- 
tieability  of  getting  in  alt  the  accounts  so  soon  after 
the  close  of  the  year,  bat  they  can  be  estimated 
with  snffieient  accuracy  for  all  practical  purposes. 
By  deduoting  the  payments  from  the  receipts,  you 
hare  the  balance  that  ought  to  be  in^the  Treasury; 
and  by  deducting  the  payments  from  the  amount 
of  appropriation?,  you  have  the  balance  ot  unex- 
pended appropriations. 

if  the  Secretary  was  wrong  in  estimating  the  pay- 
ments of  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  1840,  it  will 
not  alter  the  final  result.  Say  that  less  than  five 
and  a  half  millions  were  paid  in  that  quarter;  then 
there  will  be  a  larger  balance  of  unexpended  ap- 
propriations outstanding  on  the  1st  of  January, 

1841,  and  a  eorrespondiog  larger  balance  of  cash 
en  Iwnd  at  the  samtf  period  to  meet  it;  which  I 
understand  are,  to  some  degree,  the  facts.  In  the 
opposite  state  of  the  case,  if  more  than  five  and  a 
half  millions  had  been  paid,  then  there  would  have 
been  lea  cash  on  hand,  and  a  less  amount  of  unex- 
pended appropriations  lo  discharge. 

The  President,  in  pursuance  of  authority  vested 
in  Um  by  law,  suspended  the  appropriations  on  cer- 
tain public  works.  But  the  superintendents  of 
those  works,  it  is  said,  yielding  to  ibe  importunities 
of  tlie  worbmra,  consented  for  tbem  to  go  on,  in  a 
limited  way,  upon  important  parts  of  the  works,  on 
condition  that  they  were  to  be  paid  at  a  time  when 
the  state  of  the  Treasury  would  admit  of  it.  I  al- 
lude 10  this  transaction  now,  only  to  show  that  it 
doe*  not  vary  the  general  result,  and  cannot  be  an 
•dditienal  obligation;  it  constitntes  a  part  of,  and  is 
mcluded  in,  the  balance  of  unexpended  appropria- 
tion;.  It  is  represented  by  the  Departments  not  to 
exceed  $300,000;  and,  whether  small  or  large,  can- 
not be  set  down  as  an  additional  charge. 

At  this  session  the  ciy  is  changed;  from  the 
nme  qoarter  that  we  have  heard,  daring  the  pen- 
dency of  the  election,  charges  of  profligate  expen- 
diture; we  now  hear  charges  of  parsimony,  nig- 
gardly economy,  and  suspended  payments,  in  order 
to  throw  on  the  next  Administration  heavy  debts. 
How  is  this  met  by  facts?  The  amoaat  o.''  unex- 
pended appropriations  is  le:  s  ou  the  first  o(  this 
jrear,  than  it  was  at  the  commencement  of  this 
Administration,  or  at  the  beginning  of  any  other 
year. 
It  was  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 

1837  ....  $16,946,670  58 
On  the  1st  day  of  January,  1838  .  19,144,747  58 
Oftthelstdayof  January,  1839  .  17,839,935  33 
On  the  1st  day  of  January,  1^40  -  15,361,373  91 
^nd  is  estimated  to  have  been  on 

thelst  day  of  Jannary,  1841    -    14,000,000  00 

'These  balances  of  unexpended  appropriations 
ue  never  all  expended;  appropriations  to  pay  un- 
settled tc  counts,  frequently  exceed  the  amount 


found  due  on  settlement;  and  appropriations"  lo 
construct  a  public  work  or  pay  any  other  estimated 
demand,  sometimes  exceed  what  is  actually  re- 
quired. If  from  these  or  any  other  canses  any  ap- 
propriation remains  unexpended  for  two  years,  by 
a  standing  law  it  ceases  to  be  an  appropriation, 
and  is  returned  (as  it  is  denomiaated)  lo  the  sur- 
plus fqnd.  In  this  way  a  variety  of  balances, 
amounting  to  from  one  hundred  thousand  to  a  mil- 
lion of  dollaif,  have  annually  ceased  to  be  autho- 
rized to  be  expended. 

Gentlemen  should  be  cautious  in  setting  down 
unexpended  appropriations  ai  unwarrantable  debts 
against  a  sncceeding  Administration.  If  the  votes 
of  a  large  majority  of  their  friends,  if  the  declara- 
tions on  this  floor,  in  the  Senate,  and  elsewhere,  of 
the  most  conspicuous  members  of  their  party,  are 
to  be  taken  as  indications  of  the  measures  of  the 
new  Administration,  the  expenditures  will  be 
largely  increased;  and  Qeneral  Harrison  will  be 
fortunate  if  he  does  not,  at  the  end  of  his  term, 
transmit  to  his  successor  a  balance  of  unexpended 
appropriations  of  twice  the  present  amount. 

A  large  permanent  debt  is  said  to  exist,  justify- 
ing an  immediate  loan,  and  increased  taxation. 
Where  is  this  debt?  In  what  does  it  consist?  The 
ten  thousand  claims  which-  are  said  to  be  asking 
justice  in  vain  at  our  hand «,  are  placed  as  the  first 
item.  I  have  no  doubt  there  are  some  instances 
of  hardship,  arising  out  of  the  impracticability  of 
deciding  en  such  a  multitude  of  cases  that  are 
annually  presentfd  to  Congress.  When  I  fint 
came  to  Congress  my  sympathies  were  frequently 
excited  in  behalf  of  pitiful  claimants,  said  to  be 
cruelly  sent  from  your  hall  without  justice  or 
mercy.  A  little  experience  has  taught  me  that 
most  of  these  cases  are  cases  that  have  been  pro- 
perly rejected  at  the  acconnttng  offices,  many  of 
them  have  been  repeatedly  presented  and  rejected 
here,  and  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  very 
few,  perhaps  not  one  in  a  hundred,  ought  to  be 
allowed. 

If  the  new  Administration  is  eager  to  constitute 
a  national  debt  oat  of  these  claims,  and  will  pro- 
claim to  the  country  that  such  claims  will  be  paid, 
instead  of  ten  thousand,  it  may  have  ten  hundred 
thousand  to  satisfy.  Docs  any  one  expect  that  the 
claims,  amounting  to  five  millions  of  dollars  for 
French  spoilations  before  1800,  will  be  shortly 
allowed.  Is  it  expected  that  this  Congress  will 
borrow  money,  or  levy  taxes,  in  order  to  grant 
to  the  States  nine  millions,  the  amount  of  the 
fourth  instalment,  of  what  was  falsely  called 
the  depositesi  Is  it  gravely  expected  that  five 
or  eight  millions  shall  be  borrowed,  and  vested  in 
slocks,  in  order  thai  the  interest  shall  be  ready  to 
pay  the  annuities  engaged  to  be  paid  to  the  In- 
dians? or  do  gentlemen  expect  so  soon  to 
revive  their  favored  objects  of  harbors,  roads,  and 
other  imptovement>7  or  to  unreasonably  extend 
the  public  defences  by  studding  your  immense 
frontier  with  armaments,  and  whitening  every 
sea  with  your  navies?  No,  gentlemen,  if  yon  are 
to  have  a  great  national  debt,  made  up  of  rejected 
claims,  many  of  which  are  as  old  as  the  Govern- 
ment, and  of  new  projects  of  distribution  and 
wild  extravagance,  you  must  contract  it  your- 
selves— you  cannot  indulge  the  hope  of  beginning 
it  in  the  few  remaining  weeks  of  this  session.  Go 
home  first,  and  a'<k  your  consiiiaent>  if  General 
Harrison  was  elected  for  any  such  pnrjioses.  I 
will  warrant  that  you  have  mistaken  the  issue  at 
the  late  election,  or  many,  very  many  of  the  voters 
have  done  so.  It  appears  demonstrable  that  the 
balance  of  unexpended  appropriations  on  the  Ibt 
day  of  January,  1841,  may  properly  be  assumed 
as  including  every  expenditure  that  can  fall  on  the 
year,  except  the  estimated  permanent  appropria- 
tions and  such  new  appropriations  as  shall  be  an- 
thorized at  this  session  ot  Congress.  It  also  is  rea- 
sonable to  expect  a  like  amount  to  remain  unex- 
pended  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  yeaih 
We  have  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  only  to  inquire 
whether  the  cash  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  probable 
income,  will  be  snfflcisnt  to  meet  the  amount  of 
permanent  appropriations,  and  such  as  this  Con- 
gress may  authorize. 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1841,  vas  estimated  by  the  Secretary 


of  the  Treasury  at 
And  ilie  income  from  all  sonroei  nt 


'  $1,580,859 
33,148,618 


Making  the  whole  estimated  means  of 


the  year 


On  the  dther  hand  the  estimate  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  year  1841  are 
stated 

For  ordinary  purposes  at  $19,950,000 
For   the    funded    debt, 

chiefly  for  the   cities 

of  this  District  •         149,900 

For  the    redemption  of 

the  Treasury  notes     •     4,500,000 


.    $M,7S3.473 


$93,899,900 


Leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  af- 
ter discharging  all  the  obligations  of 
1841,  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1843,  of     -  .  .  .      $894,973 

The  above  estimate  of  $94,793,473,  a*  the 
means  of  the  present  year  from  all  sources,  is  ad- 
mitted by  both  sides  of  the  House  to  be  low 
enough;  and  particularly  by  those  wlio  are  most 
competent  to  judge.  1  shall,  therefore  not  trouble 
the  committee  fbrther  on  this  point;  and  take  it  for 
granted. 

The  permanent  and  new  appropriationi  of 
all  sorts,  ordinary  and  extraoMinary,  whidi 
have  been  estimated  to  be  required  for 
the  yekr  1841,  amount,  as  above  staled, 
to  93,899,900.  This  estimate  is  greater  by 
$1,764,480,  for  ordinary  purposes,  thui  is  ealltd 
for  by  the  Departments,  and  will  allow  for  other 
grants  by  Congress,  and  any  unexpected  dininn. 
lion  sf  the  balance  of  unexpended  appropriations, 
on  the  first  of  January,  1849.  Bat  it  must  be  re. 
collected,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  above  esti- 
mate  of  twenty-three  millions  is  yet  under  the  full 
control  of  Congress,  and  cannot  be  a  charge,  nn. 
less  we  make  it  so.  The  gentleman  from  sfonth 
Carolina  [Mr.  Rhbtt]  has  shown  that  it  is  ample' 
for  the  service  of  the  year.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Me  ans,  I  understand,  propose  to  reduce 
the  amounts  of  many  of  the  items.  It  would  ap- 
pear, therefore,  that  all  objects  net  included  in  the  ' 
estimate,  and  requiring  appropriation,' may  be  pro. 
vided  for,  without  trenching  on  its  amount.  I,  and 
most  of  those  with  whom  I  osaally  act,  will  be  dis. 
posed  to  reduce  the  appropriations  still  lower,  and 
leave  in  the  Treasury  a  larger  balance  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  aArr  paying  all  demands.  Will  those 
who  liave  been  preaching  economy  so  lately, 
grumble  at  the  allowance  of  twenty.three  millions 
of  dollars;  which  is  nearly  double  the  average 
amount  of  their  pattern  Administration?  It  b  in 
keeping  with,  first  contributing  to  force  on  us  ex* 
penditures,  which  they  afterwards  denounced  as  ex- 
travagant. 

From  the  face  of  the  statement  I  liave  presented, 
it  would  appear  that  no  additional  supply  was  re- 
quited; but  from  the  inequalities  between  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  lo  the  different  periods  of 
the  year,  some  provision  becomes  necessary  for  the 
occarrence  of  larger  demands,  and  diminished  re- 
ceipts, daring  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  Daring 
the  existence  of  the  funded  debt,  and  before  the 
reduction  of  the  tariff,  more  money  was  raised 
than  was  required  for  the  ordinary  support  of  Go* 
vemmeni;  and  no  such  contingeiicies  were  expe- 
rienced.  As  long  as  the  policy  is  continued  of 
attempting  to  square  the  revenne  with  the  eeono* 
mical  wants  of  the  Governments,  we  shall  be  lia. 
ble  lo  these  temporary  inequalities  between  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditure;.  The  appropriations  are 
made  ia  aniioipation  of  revenue  to  be  collected 
from  taxes  on  importations,  and  sales  of  public 
lands.  They  are  fixed  and  demandabte  generally 
at  certain  periods;  whilst  the  revenue  is  uncertain, 
and  subject  to  vary  from  any  estimate,  no  matter 
how  carefully  made.  If  after  the  appropriations 
have  been  made,  and  Congress  should  adjourn 
with  every  reason  to  expect  a  revenue  adeqtute  to 
meet  its  appropriations,  an  unlocked  for  deficiency 
should  occur,  seiious  embarrassments  would  be  the 
consequence,  unless  the  Executive  had  antfaerity 
to  suspend  a  part  of  the  appropriations^  eontraoi 
a  regular  loan,  or  issae  Treasury  notes,  which 
appear  to  be  the  only  means  by  which  svdi  a  it* 
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fieieoc;  can  be  guarded  against.  Donog  ihe  laM 
sessiooj  Jt  was  thoagbt  advisable  to  authorize  the 
Pnsident  to  suspend  a  part  of  the  public  vorks, 
ii(i|i('^AO0raiog  revenue  would  justify  their  re- 
sumption. At  ihts  session  it  is  propoted  to  autho- 
rized the  issue  of  Ave  millions  of  Treasury  notes. 
Hiey  will  not  make  any  addition  to  the  obligations 
of  the  Gorernment^  because  ibey  are  not  to  be 
issued  except  for  lack  of  timely  means,  and,  when 
issued,  stand  in  place  of  obligations  incurred  by  ibe 
appropriations,  aiuhorized  by  law.  They  are  not 
required  on  aeconat  of  any  deficiency  of  the  whole 
year,  but  to  meet  heavier  payments  than  the  ac. 
eraiqg.reiTeDne  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  will  be 
in  time  to  satisfy,  though  by  the  close  of  the  year  it 
may  be  equal  to  the  redemption  of  these  notes,  as 
well  as  all  ottier  charges.  The  want  appears  to  be 
temporary,  and  is  immediate.  How  shall  ii.be 
stmtlied]  No  one  will  say  that  taxes  can  be  made 
avairabi*  iit  lime.  It  is  also  well  known  that  a 
regular  loaii  cannot  be  bad  without  more  delay 
for  advertising  and  contract  than  circumstances 
admit.  To  do  what  individuals  are  in  Ihe  conitant 
habit  of  doing,  give  ibeir  own  notes  instead  of  bor- 
rowing, or  in  other  words  issue  Treasury  notes, 
seems  to  be  tbe  only  alternative.  The  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  is  no  new  thing.  It  has  not  been 
confined  to  this  Administration,  and  has  not  the 
least  connection  widi  what  is  called  the  Sab  Trea- 
sury system,  as  some  have  ignorantly  or  deceptively 
represented.  Their  issue  was  authorized  by  six 
separate  acts  of  Congres  during  Mr.  Ma- 
dison's adminisUation.  The  then  members 
from  my  district,  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Kerr, 
▼oted  for  them,  although  the  latter,  who 
is  still  alive,  is  £ar  froaa  being  a  Sub-Treasury 
man.  Mr.  Jefferson.Mr.  Crawford,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr. 
Lowndes,  Mr.  Cb«ver,Mr.  Giles,  and  nearly,  if  not 
quite  all,  of  the  old  Republican  party,  sanctioned  or 
recommended  their  occasiooal  use,  Every  known 
Sovemment  in  the  world,  and  I  bad  almost  said 
every  individual,  has,  at  some  time,  found  it  ne* 
cecessary  to  use  credit  in  a  similar  mode. 

The  eoastitutional  power  by  this  Government  to 
issne  Treasury  notes,  has  not  been  entirely  without 
question;  but  it  has  been  doubted  so  rarely,  and  by 
so  few,  that  little  weight  of  authority  rests  against  it. 
I  wilinot  trouble  the  committee  by  repeating,  argu- 
ments much  better  urjed  in  the  able  discussions 
on  the  coosiitntional  question,  at  this,  and  at  pre- 
ceding sessions  of  Congress.  For  myself,  it  ap- 
pears equally  rightful  lo  issne  notes  direc'.ly  to  ori- 
ginal creditors,  as  to  regular  lenders;  and  much 
more  so,  than  to  give  bonds  to  t>anks  in  exchange 
for  their  notes,  with  which  to  pay  creditors. 

The  issne  of  Treasury  notes  is  the  most  conve- 
nisnl  mode  of  borrowing;  and  its  very  convenience 
forms  the  chief  ob[ection  to  its  exercise — upon  the 

S round  that  it  may  be  beUer  for  an  individaal  to 
eal  at  the  furthest  store,  or  borrow  money  from  the 
most  distant  bank — a  too  frequent  resort  may  be 
prevented  by  the  additional  trouble.    In  tempo- 
rary and  sudden  emergencies,  such  as  the  pre- 
sent, the  case   is  different;  and   the   conveniece 
becomes  important  to  supply  a  want,  which,  if 
not  supplied  at  once,  need  not  be  applied  at  all. 
The  notes  are  authenticated  after  the  mmner  of  an- 
thenticatiog  certificates  of  loans — are  charged  to 
the  Treasurer  as  soon/as  issued,  and  have  to  be  ac- 
counted for  by  him  ander  all  the  guards  that  give 
security  to  the  funds  of  the  Government.    They 
may  b«  made  ready  to  meet  immediate  wants,  pay  no 
interest  until  the  day  tbey  are  issued,  are  receivable, 
and  generally  are  all  revived  in  payments  of  the 
dues  to  the  Government;  and  tbey  bear  no  interest 
at  the  end  of  twelve  months  from  their  date.    Al- 
though they  have  greatly  the  advantage  of  tegular 
loans,  or  of  taxes,  in  being  more  speedily  got  and 
gotten  rid  of,  yet  the  power  to  issue  them  is  liable 
to  abuses;  and  I  am  far  from  being  favorable  to 
its  use,  upon  any  occasion  whatever,  except  the 
supply  of  a  temporary  want,  in  anticipation  of  an 
accruing  income.    It  is  not  enough  that  there  are 
objections  tn  Treasiuy  note!!.    There  are  objections 
to.  other  loans,  and  to  taxes — they,  too,  are  liable  to 
abiise.    Althnugh  each  mty  be  necessary  in  its 
place,  yet  they  are  all  evils,  and  the  less  we  have  of 
either  the  belter. 
As  amendments  to  this  bill,  we  are  told  that  *e> 


parate  propositions  will  be  sabmitted — to  contract 
a  loan  for  ten  millions,  and  to  raise  the  taxes  on 
silks,  wines,  and  linens.  Both  are  unavailable  for 
present  purposes,  and  premature  and  unjosiiSable 
as  provisions  for  any  probable  want  ot  the  fn- 
tare.  No  one.  knows  what  the  future  will  re- 
quire. The  new  Administration  and  its  friends, 
now  in  the  majority,  are  to  settle  th*  scale  of  ex- 
penditures— tbey  alone  can  properly  estimate  the 
supply.  If  they,  contrary  to.  their  past  votes, 
contrary  to  the  declarations  recently  made  oi)  this 
floor,  should  prefer  to  redeem  the  pledges  of  econo- 
my lately  made  to  the  people  during  the  canvass 
for  the  Presidency,  they  will  have  ample  opportu- 
nity to  do  so.  The  Florida  war,  the  purchase  of 
immense  tracts  of  land,  the  removal  of  Indians, 
and  Ihe  reducing  list  of  Revolutionary  pensions, 
together  with  other  objects  of  expenditure,  wilt 
cease  to  hang  so  heavily  on  the  coming  Adminis- 
tration as  they  have  on  the  present.  .  The  income 
of  this  year  will,  in  all  probability,  meet  its  expen- 
ditures, including  the  redemption  of  Treasury 
notes.  The  income  of  the  next  may  be  adequate  to 
economical  wants.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  com- 
ing Administration  is  to  embark  on  the  splendid 
voyage  described  by  so  many  of  its  friends — if  they 
shall  attempt  lo  sustain  the  lalten  fortunes  of  banks 
and  Stale  stocks,  by  loans  and  distt^^ba  lions  out  of 
the  common  Treasury;  then  the  proposed  loan  of 
ten  millions,  or  Ihe  tax  on  wines,  silks,  and  linens, 
will  be  but  an  iBsigni6cant  beginning  of  the  supply 
of  the  millions  upon  millions  that  will  be  needed. 

We  are  asked,  will  you  not  lax  luxuries?  And 
much  is  said  6f  the  poor  and  the  rich,  with  the  view 
no  doubt  of  getting  up  a  poor  man'<  feeling  in  be- 
half of  this  tax.  Take  off  an  equal  amount  of  the 
taxes  on  necessaries,  and  I  will  go  with  you.  Until 
jott  do,  before  yon  levy  this  tax  on  luxuries,  tell  us 
what  you  mean  to  do  with  its  proceeds.  Is  it  for 
the  proper  service  of  the  Government}  No,  sir:  it 
is  opeoly  avowed,  by  many  of  the  most  inQaential 
members  of  the  party,  that  it  is  to  supply  the  place 
of  the  tevenue  from  the  sales  of  public  land,  which 
it  is  designed  to  give  away  to  the  States.  I  consi- 
der this  object  as  totally  unwarranted,  and  but  the 
eatering  wedce  of  boundless  extravagance  and  un- 
constitutional legislation.  But  how  is  it  to  be  ef- 
fected? The  revenue  from  public  lands  is  esti- 
mated at  five  millions;  the  proposed  duty  of  20  per 
cent,  on  silks,  wines,  linens,  &c.  will  yield  an 
amount  not  exceeding  two  millions  more  than  is  at 
present  received  from  those  articles.  You  will  then 
have  to  go  further  into  the  list  of  free  articles,  and 
thojc  paying  a  duty  less  than  20  per  cent. 

According  to  tbe  very  able  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  tbe  Treasury,  made  to  the  S-enate,  on  tbe 
sabj' ct  of  tbe  reorganization  of  Ihe  tariff,  it  ap- 
pears that,  after  June,  1842,  all  duties  on  importa- 
tions now  above  twenty  per  cent,  will  be  reduced 
to  that  rate,  as  limited  by  Ihe  act  called  Ibe  com- 
promise act;  and  that,  between  the  first  of  Decem- 
ber next  and  the  foilojving  June,  the  duties  on  tbe 
same  importations  will  fall  five  millions  short  of 
their  present  amount.  Presuming  that  the  limit  of 
twenty  per  cent,  on  protected  ariidcs  will  be  ad- 
hered to,  and  that  it  may  become  desirable  to  sup- 
ply tbe  place  of  the  five  millions  reduced  by  the 
compromise  act  in  December,  1841,  and  in  June, 
1842,  he  proceeds,  to  select  from  the  list  of  free  arti- 
cles, and  that  of  those  paying  less  duty  than  twenty 
per  cent,  all  articles  in  his  opinion  fit  to  be  taxed; 
and  shows  that  fifteen  per  cent,  on  this  selecRd  list 
willonly  raise  the  requiredamonnt  of  five  milMoss  of 
dollars.  Silks,  wines,  and  linens,  are  included. 
The  importations  of  coffee  amonnteil  to  seven  mil- 
lions, of  tea  amounting  to  two  millions,  together 
with  all  necessaries  which  have  been  con.sideied 
proper  subjects  oftaiation,  are  also  included.  Now, 
sir,  distribute  the  five  millions  from  the  proceeds  of 
tbe  sales  of'ihe  public  lands,  and  can  any  one  sfant 
his  eyes  to  Ihe  consequence.s1  Yon  must  exhaust 
at  once,  lo  supply  its  place,  all  those  resources 
pointed  out  as  necessary  to  sopply  ih«  deficiency 
arising  under  the  last  reductions  of  tbe  comprc- 
mise  act.  If  this  deficiency  has  to  be  protrided  for, 
as  moit  of  tbe  Harrison  party,  at  least,  think  will 
be  necessary,  where  will  be  your  resourcei-1  Given 
away — the  compromise  forgotten— duties  for  pro- 
tection raised  higher  !hu  30  per  cent  and  necessit-    l> 


ries,  such  as  sail,  sngarj  iron,  and  coffee,  as  well  as 
luxuries,  subjects  lo  onerous  duties.  But  this  is 
only  the  first  step.  Follow  up  this  lawless  distri- 
bution, by  distributions  from  the  other  branch  of 
the  revenue:  enter  on  your  system  of  harbors, 
roads,  and  other  unnecessary  and  onanihoriaBd 
measures,  and  you  will  have  to  add  to  the  taxes 
faster  than  ihey  have  been  reduced  in  the  last  ten 
years.  Exorbitant  and  oppressive  as  they  may  be- 
come, tbey  may  leave  but  a  scanty  allowance  tot 
the  wants  of  tbe  Government,  after  paying  the  iiue- 
rest  of  the  gigantic  nation^  debt,  lo  which  the  po- 
licy of  the  Harrison  party  must  lead  us,  nnless  it 
can  be  arrested  by  the  interposition  of  the  people. 

It  is  said  that  the  Treasury  is  bankrupt.  If,  mr, 
a  temporary  want  of  present  means,  in  anticipation 
of  a  sufficient  annual  revenue,  constitute  bankrupt- 
cy, I  glory  Jn  it.  It  forms  tbe  strongest  gnarao- 
tee  against  Ihe  contemplated  .wasle  and  extrava- 
gance of  the  coming  Administration.  Howistha 
Treasury  bankrupt?  has  any  legal  demand  been 
rejected  during  tbe  last  year?  No,  none  eaa  he 
pointed  out.  The  taxes  have  been  gradually  i^ 
duced.  Bat  is  there  any  falling  off  of  resoureei} 
During  all  tbe  affected  and  real  ruin  among  bank- 
ers and  stockjobbers,  those  who  defend  and  support 
tbe  country  have  wonderfully  increased  is  nom- 
bers  and  in  wealth.  They  bold  in  their  hands  am- 
ple resonrees  for  all  proper  purposes;  yon  have  on- 
ly to  call  on  Ibepi,  and  your  wants  will  immedi- 
ately be  supplied.  In  the  last  ten  years,  one-third 
has  been  added  to  your  population;  and  the  assess- 
ments of  property  in  the  different  States  show  even 
a  greater  increase  of  wealth.  Whilit  yon  have 
heard  of  ruin,  ruin,  ruin,  every  where,  yon  have 
increased  in  population  four  toaillions  of  people; 
and  in  wealth,  nothing  short,  perhaps,  of  one  thou- 
sand millions  of  dollars.  Has  any  nation  such 
boundless  credit  as  is  possessed  by  this  Govern- 
ment? What  is  tbe  condition  ef  most  of  the  Stales 
in  Ibis  Union,  or  of  any  State  in  Europe,  compared 
to  that  of  ours?  Abandon  not  Ihe  policy  that  has 
contributed  to  such  results.  If  this  Capitol  coald 
be  converted  into  gold,  I  would  reconvert  it  iaio 
stone,  rather  than  it  should  be  made  the  instmmeal 
of  cerrnpting  and  overturning  the  free  institntioia 
purchased  by  the  blood  of  our  fathers. 

The  character  of  tbe  country  is  said  to  be  at 
stake,  and  it  has  been  gravely  urged  as  an  arga-. 
meat  why  this  Government  should  extend  relief  to 
Ihe  sinking  credit  of  State  stocks  and  State  banks. 
To  what  enormity  would  this  a^ment  lead? 
The  first  duty  is  not  to  foreigners,  or  to  spend- 
tbrifts  of  our  own  land.  Oar  first  duty  is  to  our 
oaths,  and  to  onr  constituents;  and  the  biest  mode  of 
preserving  our  character  is  to  perform  our  duties 
and  coofiae  ourselves  to  our  own  business-  I  de- 
plore the  fallen  condition  of  S'ale  credit  and  the 
general  ruin  of  banks  and  speculators.  But  their 
calamities  have  sprung  from  moneyed  operationa, 
in  which  this  cioverament  had  no  agency.  Oa 
both  sides,  those  concerned  have  been,  and  most 
be,  their  own  gdardians.  They  caimot  expect  this 
limited  Government  to  burden  tbe  whole  oommo- 
nity,  in  order  to  stretch  out  relief  to  nnfonnnaie  or 
profligate  portions  of  it.  There  is  a  noefa  prouder 
characteristic  than  the  credit  abroad  of  any  one 
class.  The  character  we  hare  for  living  in  a  land 
where  a  written  Constitution  guaranties  equal  lawa 
and  liberty,  is  far  dearer  to  Americans,  and  mora 
admired  by  the  mass  of  seasible  foreigners,  tbaa 
the  standing  of  our  stocks  or  the  repulation  of  onr 
bankers  and  speculators.  To  sink  the  first,  in  or- 
der to  raise  the  latter,  would  be  poorly  compeB- 
saied  by  the  smiles  and  good  graces  of  the  Money 
dealers  of  all  the  citjes  in  t>ie  world. 

There  is  much  difficulty  in  properly  arraag^Bf 
the  tariff  of  duties.  No  necessity  reqoires  aetioa 
on  that  complicated  and  perplexing  subject  at  Ats 
session;  and  every  view  of  it  admonishes  as  thai  it 
is  proper  lo  leave  all  its  pans  free  lo  be  arranged 
in  the  best  possible  manner  by  the  next  Congress. 

My  constituents  are  chiefly  agriculturists,  as  is 
tbe  case  with  the  great  body  of  the  American  p«o- 
plei.  Tbey  are  ready  to  march  in  defence  of  Ibe 
country,  if  need  be;  and  will  cheerfully  oonlribote 
all  that  is  required  by  an  economical  AdmlBJStra- 
ilon;  but,  sir,  notbiiig  more.  Tbey  are  inlfrtihn! 
ly  and  politically  ibterested  la  keeping  diftwB  ih* 
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taxes  to  the  jost  wanu  oftbe  country.  They  pay 
at  least  ibeir  eqaal  share  of  the  taxes;  and,  in  addi- 
tioo,  almost  as  mach  more,  in  the  shape  or  profits 
laid  on  the  tans,  by  the  merchants,  ihroagb  whose 
hands  they  receive  their  imported  goods.  Tbey 
"kre  injared  in  th<'ir  exportations  by  taxing  the  im- 
portations, which  axe  received  in  relarn  for  them, 
becaase  yon  caaooi  permanintly  affect  the  one, 
without  disturbing  the  other.  Fur  reasons  more 
solemn  than  these,  they  are  opposed  to  high  taxes. 

Tbey  extend  the  sphere  of  tbe  whole  Government 

aggravate  the  violence  of  partiev,  and  of  elections 

invite  onconstitational  and  nnjatt  legislation in- 
crease Executive  patronage,  and  multiply  all  those 
evils  and  corraptions,  to  wbicb  the  best  Oovern- 
ments  are  prone.  All  attempts  at  reform  will  be 
vain,  wiihont  keeping  this  pregnant  scarce  of  all 
mischief  within  due  bonnd.^. 

The  taxing  power  is  tbe  most  dangeroos  power 
inonr  system.    Republicans  have  insisted  that  this 

£ow«r  was  limiied  by  the  authorized  objects  of  tbe 
onstitnlion.  But  if  tbe  opinions  advanced  by 
the  first  officer  of  tbe  new  cabinet  (Mr.  Webster) 
shall  prevail — that  the  sense  by  Congress  of  tbe 
general  welfare  is  tbe  only  limitation,  and  that 
the  right  to  dispose  of  the  money  and  other  property 
is  co-extensive — then  a  power  carrying  with  it  all 
other  power  bas  no  practizal  limitation,  and  the 
people  have  jsst  canse  to  be  alarmetf  at  the  rapid 
progress  of  absolute  despotism. 

Mr.  Chairman,  a  vital  interest  of  my  consti- 
taenls  has  beet)  introduced  into  this  debate,  in 
connection  with  a  dangerous  sirstem  of  countervail- 
ing dnties.  No  one  on  tbif  floor  individually,  or  as 
the  repireseBlative  of  others,  is  more  deeply  inte- 
rested in  the  tobacco  trade  than  the  individual  who 
addresses  you.  Reluctant  as  I  am  to  trespass 
farther  on  the  committee,  1  feel  boaiid  to  attempt 
to  expose  such  a  mischievous  movement,  in  what- 
ever shape  it  may  assume,  from  the  imprudent 
rashness  of  ftiends,  or  tbe  covert  designs  of  ene- 
mies. 

My  colleague,  [Mr.  Wise,]  ia  the  course  of 
remarks  with  which  I  generally  agreed,  represented 
tbe  tobacco  imerest  to  have  been  in  a  pros. 
perons  condition  and  having  nothing  to  com- 
plain ef.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
Jamrca,]  on  the  other  hand,  not  only  in^i'tts 
that  this  interest  labors  nnder  injurions  bar- 
dens,  but  that  these  burdens  laid  en  the  nee 
of  oar  tobacco  in  foreign  lands  are  aggravated 
wrongs,  appealing  lo  the  eouragi  and  patriotism  of 
Ajneriean  citizens  for  redress  by  the  strongest 
measures.  With  neither  of  ihsm  views  do  1  agree. 
If  the  tobacco  trade  has  been  in  an  encouraging 
and  satisfactory  condition, why  is  it  that,  amidst  the 
increase  of  every  thing  else  in  this  growing  coun- 
try, the  qaanli:y  exported,  and  the  pries  of  that  ar- 
ticle, have  not  materially  advanced  for  more  than 
half  a  ceniuryl  Why  is  it  that  the  caltivation  of 
tobacco  has  been  abandoned  in  the  favored  district 
of  my  colleague,  once  the  garden  spot  of  the 
world!  Its  product  gave  character  to  the  far  famed 
James  river  tobacco,  and  its  fine  Back  river  and 
other  lands  wonid  now  prodnca  the  best  descriptipn 
of  tobacco  for  ths  English  market?  It  is  becasse 
other  products  have  become  more  profitable,  and 
tobacco  has  been  driven  to  places  more  remeie 
ih>m  market.  In  like  manner  it  has  been  retreat- 
ing from  tbe  gretter  portion  of  (he  Slate,  and  is 
probably  destined  (if  the  causes  that  have  pro- 
daeed  these  results  shall  not  subsids)  to  take  its 
flight  to  distant  regions  of  the  West,  beyond  tbe 
reach  of  competition.  The  ir*ntleman  frotn  Ma- 
ryland [Mr.  JcMiFER]  stated  the  average  in  his  State 
to  be  three  thoasand  pounds  per  hand,  and  tbe  price 
at  aboat  five  dollars.'  This  is  much  more  than  in  Vir- 
ginia. The  average  product  there  is  not  half  that 
amount,  and  th«  price  but  little  higher.  Tobacco 
making  with  us,  as  an  object  m<>rely  of  investing 
eapiital,  promises  little  profit.  Those  who  depend 
on  its  caltivation  alone  for  revenue,  have  to  live 
'pretty  much  within  themselves,  and  to  exercise 
rigid  economy.  Some  wealth  we  have  amongst 
us,  bat  it  hat  been  derived  from  inheritance  or 
commerce;  and  few,  or  none,  can  trace .  its  acquisi- 
tion to  tbe  production  of  tobacco.  Yet,  sir,  tbe 
condition  of  the  people  of  mjr  district  is  good 
in  compuison  with  that  of  most  of  the  people  of 


the  ITniied  States.  Their  habits  had  conformed  to 
l03g  continaed  low  prices,  and  tbe  slight  increase 
of  price  in  the  lavt  two  or  three  years,  arising 
chiefly  from  scsidental  causes,  has  given  to  all 
more  than  they  bad  reason  to  calculate  on.  Tbe 
reverse  is  tbe  case  with  oqr  Southern  friends.  They 
have  enjoyed  tbe  receipt  of  three  times  oar  profit 
fur  a  succession  of  years;  their  habits  were  con- 
forihed  to  their  high-ir  income;  and  now  their  re- 
ceipts'(from  temporary  causes  I  hope)  btd  sank 
to  a  level  with  uurs;  they  coosequenily  get  less 
than  they  bad  reason  to  expect,  and  are  in  a  most 
embarrassed  and  troubled  condition. 

Saying  nothing,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  the  effects  on 
tobacco  and  other  sdbjects  of  agriculture  of  our 
borne  policy  in  attempting  lo  encoarage  and  stimu- 
late manufactures,  commerce,  and  navigation,  the 
injurious  effects  of  foreign  legislation  cannot  be 
mistaken.  England  taxes  her  subjects  for  tbe  use 
of  our  tobacco  800  per  cent,  on  its  original  cost; 
Russia  300  per  cent.;  Germany  100  per  cent.; 
France,  Spain,  Italy  and  Austria  have  a  rigid  re* 
stric:ive  monopoly,  admitting  only  from  a  few 
handrcd  hogsheads  lo  one-sixth  of  their  consump- 
tion at  most,  cansing  the  forced  coltnre  of  an  infe- 
rior article,  or  the  diversion  of  the  trade  to  other 
quarters.  An  annual  revenue  is  tbos  raised  in  Eu- 
rope upon  tobacco  alone,  of  more  than  thirty  mil- 
lions of  dollars;  which  is  at  least  three  time  great- 
er than  the  first  cost  of  the  whole  quantity  ex- 
ported from  tbe  United  Stales.  The  cunseqnences 
mast  be  to  limit  consumption,  and  in  a  much 
greater  degree  to  reduce  tbe  demand  for  American 
tobacco. 

I  am  aware  that  Virginia  has  some  advantage 
growing  out  of  the  existing  state  of  things.  Tbe 
high  duties  in  England  elevate  tbe  quality  of  the 
tobacco  required  for  her  markets,  which  the  Virgi- 
nia tobacco  is  best  adapted  to  supply.  And  for  a 
like  reason,  tbree-foartbs  of  the  limited  quantity, 
admitted  into  France,  is  taken  from  Virginia.  But 
these  advantages  may  be  temporary,  and,  at  best, 
are  not  an  equivalent  for  the  immense  reduction  of 
the  general  demand.  No,  sir,  remove,  if  practica- 
ble, all  restrictions,  ivti  we  are  willing  to  enter  into 
eqatfl  competition,  in  tbe  supply  of  an  unshackled 
trade.  We  have  no  apprehensions  of  foreign  ri- 
val.',  and  we  are  assured  that  it  will  be  to  tbe  ad- 
vantage of  every  country  in  Europe  to  exchange 
other  commodities  for  our  tobacco,  which  tbey  will 
find  better  than  their  own,  cheaper  than  their  own, 
and  in  quantity  equal  to  the  vast  increase  of  their 
consumption. 

Althoogh  tbe  condition  of  the  tobacco  trade  is 
not  so  good  as  not  to  be  capable  of  great  improve- 
ment, yet  it  is  not  so  bad  as  not  to  be  made  in- 
finitely worse,  by  ill-advited  measures.  Tamper 
not  with  it  by  hastily  flying  to  untried  experi- 
ments. Add  not  taxes  directly  affecting  ns  at 
home,  in  tbe  vitin  hope  of  removing  the  indirect  ef- 
fects of  burdetis  on  those  who  consume  our  pro- 
duct abroad. 

Mr.  CoLKS  said  that  his  friend  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  JcNiFEB]  had  thought  proper  to  animadvert 
on  a  letter,  giving  an  account  of  his  course  in  the 
tobacco  convention,  and  informed  ns  that  it  was 
published  in  all  the  anti-American  papers  from 
Baltimore  to  Georgia. 

[Mr.  JxKiriR  here  interposed,  and  said  that  he 
had  alluded  to  tbe  other  articles  on  which  he  com- 
mented.] 

Mr.  Coles  resumed,  and  said,  that  sidce  he  was 
mistake'n,  and  as  the  articles  referred  to  were  not, 
as  far  as  be  knew,  pablished  in  any  paoer  friendly 
to  him,  he  would  omit  to  say  what  he  intended. 

Mr.  CoLss  said  that  he  was  nnwilling  to  obtrnbe 
a  letter  of  his,  or  his  previous  course  on  any  sub- 
ject, before  tbe  committee,  but  they  had  been 
thought  of  saffieient  conse^aenee  to  have  been 
brought  up  by  another;  and  it  might  be  proper  here 
to  give  a  brief  history  of  this  tobacco  qaesiion,  and 
his  connection  with  it. 

Mr.  Coles  said,  that  early  after  he  became  a 
member  of  Congress,  a  memorial  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  Maiyland,  and  one  from  tbe  first  Con- 
vention of  tobacco  planters,  were  presented  to 
Congress,  and  referred  to  a  special  committee  on 
the  tobacco  trade.  The  gentleman  and  himself 
w^  placed  on  that  commitfee,  imd  had  continned 


on  similar  committees  raised  at  eneb  Msaien  ainee. 
Tbey  bad  co-opeimted  in  all  that  had  been  done  in 
those  committee*,  except  in  one  thing,  and  that  di. 
vides  them  now.  Tbe  gentleman  will  reesUeot 
that,  in  the  first  report  made  by  the  tobaeoo  com- 
mittee, a  elaase  intimating  an  ultimate  iesort  tv  it- 
laliation,  wasstriekea  oat  at  hb  iastance^  for  which 
over  scropnlonsness,  as  the  genttenian  considered 
ir,  he  has  frequently  laaghedat  himsinoe;  to  par- 
snanoe  of  tbe  reeommendation  of  this  committee, 
several  mea.^ures  were  ndepled,  among  the  rest  a 
resolution  reqaestiag  the  Edeeutive  to  iiistraet  our 
ministers  and  diplomatic  agents  abroad  to  bestow 
speoial  attentioa  to  the  tobneco  trade.  How  this 
duty  has  been  performed,  the  volnminons  corre- 
spondence sabmitted  from  the  State  Department 
will  testify. 

During  the  last  spring  (chiefly  at  tbe  instance  of 
his  friend,  Mr.  JsmFm)  he  had  written  a  letter  tgt 
pnblieation,  urging  tbe  asual  reasons  why  the  ap- 
proaching tobacco  eonvantion  shoold  be  attended; 
and  as  a  further  reason,  "that  if  any  lacked  fluth 
in  tbe  advantages  to  be  gained,  it  mi^ht  be  impor- 
tant that  misdiief  should  be  prevented."  BeUev-  ■ 
ing  that  the  tobacco  convention  would  be  a  meeting 
of  gentlemen  from  differeat  parts  of  tbe  country, 
whose  parpo.<«  it  would  be  to  investigate  the  condi- 
tion at  home  and  abroad  of  a  common  interest,  that 
tbey  would  exhibit  to  oar  own  Gkivemment  and  to 
the  world  the  importanee  of  tbe  tobaeco  trade,  the 
burdens  and  restrictions  under  which  it  soffeied, 
and  the  advantages  to  all  parties  concerned,  of 
adopting  the  best  modes  of  relieving  them,  bat 
knowing  the  opinions  of  some  in  favor  of  retali- 
atory duties,  he  had  even  then  alladed  to  them  as  a 
mischief  to  be  prevented.  The  anticfpaied  conven- 
tion was  held,  but  be  was  not  a  member  of  it;  and 
the  gentleman  was  mistaken  in  supposing  tbirt  he 
had  been  twice  a  member. 

He,  for  tbe  first  time,  attended  a  tobacco  con- 
vention, which  met  ia  this  city  on  the  ISih  of  Ja- 
nuary last.  Extraordinary  resolotions,  proposing, 
among  other  things,  a  systtm  of  oountervailing  dn- 
ties, were  presented  to  that  convention.  He  con- 
sidered it  his  doty  to  warn  the  oonventidn  against 
the  danger  and  Impolicy  of  such  a  coarse.  Never- 
theless, ihe  resolutions  were  adopted  with  but  tws 
in  the  negative;  the  genlteman  from  Missoari  [Mr. 
JiMBSOM]  and  himself.  The«e  resoiations  were  ex- 
tensively publidied,  and  have  Since  been  presented 
to  both  Houses  of  Cobgress.  To  protect  himself 
at  home  against  the  impatation  of  having  been  m- 
stramental  in  passing  resolhtions  socontnwyto  his 
uniform,  and  fluently  expressed  opinions,  he 
wrote  the  leiier  alltided  to,  refeising  to  thfe  mischief 
be  had  before  suggested,  ahd  giving  an'  account  'cif 
bis  course  in  the  convention.  This  is  the' letter 
the  gentleman  firom  Maryland  has  tfaoiiight  i»oper 
to  comment  on.  This  Is  ihe  course  tdiicb  he  has 
had  stronger  reasons  to  adhere  to,  and  lias  tbe 
(tallest  confidence  will  be  approved  by  tbe  great 
body  of  the  tobaeco  planters  in  the  United  States. 
Tbe  gentleman  from  Maryland  says  that  I,  in  this 
letter,  admitted  the  grievance,  and  stated  that  thera 
weie  two  remedies,  vis  negotiation  and  retaliations 
adding  himself.  Out  tktfint  AwiNr  /WM,  he  asked, 
will  I  IWtase  to  take  the  second.  If,  sir,  instead  of 
playing  upon  a  mixture  of  my  words  and  his,  he 
had  aSered  to  the  letter,  he  woalA  have  seen  that  I 
denied  that  the  flrst  had  been  fhUy  tried,  and  that  I 
considered  the  secohd,  if  a  reUfedyu  all,. even 
worse  than  the  disease. 

He  farther  asked  if  from  1783  to  1840  ipas  Mt 
long  enough  for  negotiation.  Now,  rir,  let  m«  ask 
him  if  from  1783  to  1838  is  not  Aenly  ivlooK,  and 
why  it  was  that  at  the  latter  period  he  ww  so 
zcatoos  in  pressing  negotiatloni  Had  act  aqgoti- 
ation  then  failedl  .•'-'- 

[Here  Blr.  Jzinrt&  said  that  he  did'not  know  at 
that  time  what  negotiations  bad  taken  place.  It 
was  not  nniil  Ihe  correspondence  was  sabmitted,  at 
the  last  session,  that  he  was  aware  of  the  state  of 
the  negotiation.] 

Very  well;  the  gentleman  will  find  that  this  will 
not  bear  him  out.  He  contends  that  negotiations 
on  the  subject  of  tobaeco  have  been  strennonsly 
prosecated  down  to  1840. 

[HereMr.  TaiPLm-ofKeBtnckjr  afiimcd  Uut 
it^»»JfBb;l 
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Treasury  Note  Bill— Mr.  Coles. 


H.  of  Repa. 


The  gentlemen  are  mistaken.  I  hold  m  my  hand 
<fae  oonespondenee  to  which  ibey  ha?e  referred  me, 
as  Ike  only  soniee  of  their  informatioo,  in  which 
not  one  word  appears  io  regard  to  England, 
Aastria,  GermMiy,  Russia,  Spain,  or  Ponngal, 

Silil  after  the  date  of  the  resalntion  passed  by  this 
oose  in  1837,  and  not  a  word  in  regard  to  France, 
ttohk  1786  to  1839.  In  the  latter  year  Mr.  Rives 
addietaed  a  short  note  lo  the  French  Minister,  not 
•n  the  merits  of  the  monopoly,  bnt  on  the  contem- 
plated appointment  of  an  agent  to  paichase  for 
tiie  Regie,  creating  the  doable  monopoly,  which 
.  has  existed  since.  In  183S,  Mr.  Livingston  took 
sp  the  subject  in  some  earnest,  but  the  indemnity 
was  settled,  and  tobacco  forgotten.  The  negotia- 
<ioB  was  not  serionsly  ptMsed,  even  in  France,  un- 
til General  Cass  opened  it  again  in  1836,  ander 
apedal  instmetions.  I  call  on  gentlemen  to  show 
me  when  and  when  this  negotiation  has  been  so 
xealoasly  and  nnintermptedly  continued  from  1786 
to  1840.  This  doenmeni  cannot  be  mistaken.  It 
"was  selected  from  the  whole  eorrespondenee  on  ihe 
sabjeet,  which  was  submitted  to  the  Honse  by  the 
Secretary  of  Slate,  at  the  last  sAsion  of  Congress. 
The  selection  was  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  and  if  there  bad  been  any  thing  else  of 
cottsrqaenee,  it  would  not  have  escaped  his  keen 
sighted  v^ilaaee.  Did  genaemen  expect  in  1838, 
when  this  negotiation  was  commenced  generally 
and  aetireiy,  for  the  flrst  time,  that  the  fixed  habits 
and  prejudices,  and  the  long  established  systems  of 
BoTope,  were  to  be  changed  in  a  year  or  two7  No, 
sir;  they  eoold  have  expected  no  soch  thing.  They 
knew  that  time  was  required  to  obtain  the  neces- 
sary. informatioD,  to  impart  that  information,  and 
to  avail  oorselTes  of  opportunities  depending  upon 
ever  changing  eireumsunces.  They  most  hare 
known  that  if  success  ever  was  reached,  that  it 
most  be  by  a  slow  ud  gradual  process.  Whence, 
then,  the  present  impetuosityl 

Oentlemen  say  that  our  ministers  at  the  courts 
*  of  London  and  Paris  have  written  home  that  the 
negotiation  was  at  an  end,  and  that  nothing  more 
mote  could  be  done  in  that  way.  It  is,  in  Uuth,  in 
a  mora  promising  condition  than  conid  have  been 
azpected.  From  the  facts  that  have  been  elicited, 
and  the  manner  onr  representations  have  been  re- 
aeived  every  where,  I  have  more  hope  of  eventDat 
success  than  I  had  at  drst.  Let  us  look  into  the 
eorrespondenoe  refened  lo.  In  the  beginning  ot  the 
very  paragraph  in  which  General  Cass  concludes 
by  recommending  retaliatory  duties,  yon  will  find 
good  reasons  to  diow  that  his  rseommendation  was 
wrong.  In  page  16,  of  document  939, 1st  seation, 
96th  Congress,  General  Cass  says,  in  bis  letter  to 
the  Beereiaiy  of  Slate,  that,  "From  some  obser- 
Tations  made  last  aessioa  in  the  Chamber  of  De- 
puties, it  is  obvious  that  the  public,  and  I  think, 
in  some  respects,  the  Govemmeni,  appreciate 
neither  the  extent  of  this  trade,  nor  the  peculiar 
advantages  which  France  derives  from  it.  In  the 
•vent  of  the  publication  of  the  correspondence,  it 
would  become  important  that  the  grounds  of  onr 
application  should  accompany  the  statement  of  the 
reasons  whidi  are  given  for  declining  to  comply 
with  it.  Public  opinion  will  finally  operate  upon 
tba  question,  whioi  has  been  violently  attacked 
here,  and  whkh  presents  so  many  assailable  points, 
ia  priaaiple  and  in  praotiee,  that  it  is  much  easier 
to  support  it  thaato  defend  ii." 

In  another  part  of  the  ume  letter  he  says:  "But 
yon  wi)l  perceive  by  the  course  of  the  Marshal's 
•baervations  in  the  letter,  and  of  my  answers,  that 
tba  diiBonlty  in  the  way  of  any  change  is  lo  be 
fMud  ia  the  amount  of  the  revenue,  yielded  by  this 
•yalem,  and  the  fear  that  any  substitute  would  be 
the  lass  productive.* 

In  Mr.  Stevenson's  letter  to  the  Secretary,  con- 
tained in  the  same  document,  he  says,  that  from 
Parliamentory  documenU  it  appears  that  "(he  con- 
anmption  in  the  United  Kingdom  was  not  less  than 
50,00(^000  of  pounds;  of  this  quantity,  duty  was  only 

Cid  on  39,000,000  of  pounds."  The  balance 
ing  smuggled.  "Hence  it  was,"  Mr.  Stevenson 
said,  "that  the  commissioners  of  the  revenue,  in 
their  recent  report  to  the  Government,  declared 
diat  tte  snpprsesion  of  smnggling  tobacco  cannot 
be  effectually  provided  against,  tcetpt  ia  removiH 
tts  mm$,  »<■»  the  ittnmiu  reu  rf  di^y."  Again,  Mr. 


Stevenson  says:  "Indeed,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  expressly  said  that  he  had  no  difficulty 
in  declaring  that  the  present  duty  of  three  shil- 
lings was  infinitely  higher  than  any  just  policy 
would  sanction.  The  president  of  the  board  of 
trade  also  said,  that  he  admitted  the  force  of  the 
opinion  I  had  referred  to,  as  expre»«ed  by  him  in 
1830-'31,  when  he  submitted  lo  Parliament  (as  one 
of  the  ministers  of  the  Govemmeni)  a  plan  for  the 
reduction  of  this  du  y  on  tobacco.  Toese  opi- 
nions he  still  entertained,  and  was  desiinous  of  see- 
ing earried|intooperation."  "They  admitted  ihai,with 
an  overflowing  Treasury,  there  was  no  duty  ol  cus- 
toms in  which  her  Majesty's  Government  would  be 
to  mnch  pirased  to  make  the  experiment,  as  that 
on  tobacco.  Such,  however,  was  not  the  conditien  of 
their  Treasury  at  this  time."  "  Both,  therefore, 
concurred  in  opinion,  that  the  experiment  of  re- 
ducing the  present  high  duty  was  very  desirable,  as 
well  in  relation  to  the  interests  of  the  United  Slates 
as  to  those  of  Great  Britain.  They  said  they 
wished  they  could  entertain  the  hope  that  it  would 
be  in  the  power  of  their  Government  to  do  it  at  an 
early  day,  but  of  this  iheyconld  give  no  assurance. 
They  begged  me,  however,  to  be  satisfied,  that,  if 
it  na<  possible,  they  would  be  as  ready  and  willing 
as  we  could  be  to  make  the  experiment."  "The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  my  last  interview, 
emphatically  assured  me  that  he  would  not  lose 
sight  of  the  subject,  but  that  the  moment  it  was  in 
his  power  he  weald  sobmit  a  plan  for  the  reduc- 
tion 10  Parliament."  "While,  therefore,  there  is 
little  hope  of  any  speedy  or  acceptable  change  on 
the  subject,  we  have  at  least  gained,  in  so  much, 
that  the  present  system  is  admitted  to  be  indefensi- 
ble upon  general  principles,  and  a  favorable  oppor- 
tusity  only  wanted  to  get  rid  of  it.  This,  I  flatter 
myself,  nnder  the  influence  of  the  enlightened  and 
liberal  principles  of  the  age,  may  be  looked  to  us 
an  event  more  than  probable." 

Extracts  of  a  similar  bearing  might  be  multi- 
plied from  the  foregoing  letters,  as  well  as  from 
the  correspondence  of  other  ministers.  The  treaty 
concluded  withSardinia  in  1839,  by  a  representative 
of  the  Government,  acting  under  mstrnctions  in  re- 
gard lo  tobacco,  has  not  been  without  its  eflfects 
already.  Its  removal  of  the  transit  duties  has 
opened  the  interior  lo  onr  tobacco;  and  I  under- 
stand that,  daring  the  three 'first  quarters  of  the 
last  year,  three  cargoes  of  tobacco,  amounting  to 
over  a  thousand  hogsheads,  were  received  at  Genoa, 
although  none  had  been  sent  directly  there  from  the 
United  States  before.  At  the  instance  of  Mr.  Nile<i, 
who  concluded  the  treaty  with  Sardinia,  Austria 
during  the  same  year,  repealed  or  modified  her 
qaaranline  regulations  at  the  port  of  Trieste,  which 
bad  so  embarrassed  our  trade  with  that  populous 
empire  as  to  leave  little  direct  intercourse  between 
us;  the  effects  of  which  have  been  a  considera- 
ble increase  in  the  number  of  cargoes  sent  lo  that 
port,  consisting  of  cotton  and  other  articles  includ- 
ing tobacco.  In  addition,  I  learn  that  the  Ans- 
trian  Government  has  manifested  a  disposition  to 
take  a  larger  quantity  of  our  tobacco,  after  the  ex- 
ample of  France.  These  may  be  looked  on  as 
small  beginnings;  but,  taken  together  with  the  man- 
ner onr  representations  have  been  received  every 
where  else,  are  far  from  discouraging^ 

Gentlemen  ask,  will  you  not  cease  to  appeal  to 
the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  G«vemmenis7  It 
is,  sir,  a  laatter  of  trade  between  independent  na- 
tions, and  must  be  managed  on  the  principles  of 
trade,  by  acpsaling  to  their  interests  and  not  to  their 
fears.  Why  are  your  ministers  stationed  at 
foreign  courts?  Will  you  abandon  all  negotiation, 
when  you  cannot  succeed  at  once?  Then  call  in 
your  ministers  from  every  court,  and  give  from  this 
Capitol  law  to  the  other  nations  of  the  world,  to 
which  they  must  immediately  conform,  or  be  threa- 
tened with  retaliation,  non-intercourse,  reprisal,8nd 
war,  as  the  final  resort.  Has  this  been  the  policy 
of  our  fathers?  Did  we  abandon  negutiation  on 
the  first  failure  of  the  attempts,  going  throogh  a  se- 
ries of  years,  to  obtain  Indemnity  for  French,  Nea- 
politan, and  other  spoliations,  which  succeeded  at 
last?  Did  we  abandon  negotiations  in  the  various 
oontroversles  with  England  and  other  cotmtiies? 
All  of  them  did  not  finally  fUl,  or  result  in  war. 
The  long  controversies  on  the  colonial  trade  were 


adjusted,  not  until  1830,  by  Mr.  McLane^  artanfe- 
mant;  we  have  yet  questions  pending  wiibBi^i- 
land,  which  have  from  the  date  of  our  indepen- 
dence been  subjects  of  negeiialien.  Will  you  sud- 
denly stop  negMiatien?  I  hope  not,  until  Wkr  is,  if 
it  mnst  be,  inevitable. 

The  digest  of  commercial  regulations  abaudaatly 
shows  the  value  of  what  has  been  achieved,  aad 
what  may  be  expected  from  onr  foreign  nrgotia- 
tien.  Although  much  remaibs  to  be  done,  yet  its 
progress  has  teen  steady  and  considerable,  ia  re- 
moving the  numberless  restrictions  which  embar- 
rassed «ar  infant  trade.  Our  liberal  policy  baa  had 
its  influence  on  other  nations, -and  much  has  been 
effected  towards  its  propagation  among  them.  Hie 
old  system  was  one  of  oppressive  restridioii— iaier- 
fering  with,  and  attempting  to  regulate,  almoM  every 
occupation  o^  the  people;  bat  it  has  been  yieMiqg,  by 
little  and  little,  to  the  liberal  spirit  of  the  age.  b 
nothing  is  the  present  period  more  distingaiAed 
than  for  the  rapid  progress  of  the  principles  of  free 
trade.  Scarcely  a  treaty  has  been  made  in  Europe 
for  the  last  ten  years,  without  yielding  some  homage 
to  those  glorious  principles. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  in  his  report  on  eomaer- 
cial  privileges  and  restrictions,  made  to  the  last 
Congress,  says  that  "these  -  prohibitions  and  re- 
strictions, however,  although  affecting  serioulj 
our  agricultural,  maratime,  mannfactniiag,  and 
mechanical  industry,  cannot  be  righlfallj  regarded 
as  evidences  of  hostility,  bnt  are  to  be  imputed  to 
that  erroneous  policy  wh'ch  seeks  to  esiablish  tbe 
prosperity  of  a  whole  commnnity  by  burdening  the 
mass,  for  the  purpose  c>f  securing  unnatural  profit* 
to  selected  portions  of  its  productive  industry.  The 
success  of  our  efl'orts  in  the  advancement  of  liberal 
principles  of  intercourse,  has  been  sndi  as  to 
justify  a  hope  that  we  may,  by  constant  arthcranee 
to  the  true  principles  of  political  economy,  and  the 
use  of  the  means  fairly  within  our  reach,  be  uefai 
in  correction  of  the  opinions  on  tbis  subject,  whJA 
now  form  the  great  barrier  to  a  univeml,  unre- 
stricted, and  advantageohs  interchange,  of  the  varied 
commodities  of  the  civilized  world." 

All  must  be  aware  of  the  fact,  that  hig^  duties, 
monopolies,  and  restrictions,  have  become  subjeds 
of  intense  interest  and  enlightened  diemssiqa 
throughout  all  Europe.  The  errors  and  impoB^ 
of  the  old  system  in  regard  to  them,  mnst  become 
palpable;  and  whenever  they  do,  they  will  be  miti- 
gated  or  abandoned,  no  matter  nnder  what  form  of 
GK>vemment  they  exist. 

Had  I  not  already  occupied  so  mnch  tiaw,  I  would 
here  read  an  article  on  the  effects  of  free  trade  ia 
Switzerland,  lately  written  by  an  able  writer  on  the 
spot.  It  forcibly  illustrates  the  superior  proqietily 
of  Swiizerlaad,  under  its  free  trade  system,  overttie 
surrounding  countries,  possessing  higher  aaiaiat 
advantages,  bnt  laboring  under  the  exisieaoe  of 
rigorous  systems  of  protective  restriction.  71m 
former  coantry,.in  the  midst  of  the  restrictive  po- 
licy of  its  neighbors,  without  retaliation,  reaMts 
her  peculiar  advantages,  limited  as  they  ar«^  avail- 
able to  the  utmosu  whilst  the  latter,  bjHiatpto- 
trctive  legislatien,  repress,  or  ^vert  from  tbcii  ap- 
propriate employment,  the  saperiot  natural  eadow- 
ments  they  have  been  blessed  with,  and  aie  in  a 
much  worse  condition. 

It  is  to  the  comparative  fireedom  of  industiy  aad 
trade  that  the  United  State*  owe  tbeir  unexampled 
progress — not  to  miserable  banking  systems,  w»- 
nopolies,  and  protective  restrictions.  There  eaa 
be  ne  liberty  unless  labor  is  free.  Take  away  the 
freedom  of  industry,  which  we  hoped  waa  gua- 
rantied by  onr  institutions,  and  yon  steal  tma 
them  their  brightest  gem.  Cease  not  to  afford  yoor 
example,  and  to  extend  yoor  influence  to  hteak 
the  chains  which  have  bound  the  sinews  of  agii- 
culture  for  ages,  and  reduced  the  lot  of  the  haa- 
bandm^  (in  many  parts  of  the  world)  to  that  of 
a  slave.  To  emancipate  industrv  and  trade  &oaa 
the  fetters  which  Governments  have  imposed,  aada 
the  delusive  names  of  prelection  and  retaliatimi, 
would  be  a  revolution  in  the  affairs  of  m«»fciiMi, 
attended  with  greater  and  happier  teeulls  than  any 
human  event  recorded  in  history.   . 

With  freedom  of  domestie  industry,  and  a  i 
procal  trade  among  tiations,  the  peculiar  adv 
ges  of  each  jwotild  receive  their  fullest  d 
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and  tbe  comfort  and  bappineii*  of  all  vonderfaUy 
promoted.  Allhoogli  iKe  fall  achievement  of  a 
good  so  great  and  naivenjal  in  its  blessings  may  be 
bopeless,  yet  the  partial  atlaiament  will  be  a' benefit 
in  propdriioa  to  its  adTaocemeni,  and  the  nation 
whicl),  ia  these  re^p;cts,  is  freest,  will  be  richest  and 
happiest.  We  hare  every  motive  to  prosecute  so 
deiuBble  aa  objeci;  w^  may  look  to  oar  reward  in 
tbe  appreciated  value  of  the  superior  nataral  ad- 
TMitage*  we  enjoy,  and  to  the  proad  satisfaction  of 
eontribating  to  the  bappiness  of  millions  abroad.- 

Now,  sir,  aa  long  as  we  have  ministers  abroad, 
it  will  be  attended  with  no  additional  cost,  and  at 
leavt  can  do  no  harm,  that  they  be  instmeied  to  be 
in  readiness  to  avail  themselves  of  all  favorable  op- 
portanities,  to.  promote  tbe  tobicco  interest,  as  well 
as  to  advance  the  principles  of  tree  trade  generally. 
Suppose,  Ihoogb,  that  the  negotiations  have  nt- 
terly  failed,  and  are  to  fail  forever,  what  then? 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  JaNiFsa] 
asks,  will  I  not  resort  to  measures  of  retaliation? 
.  I  answer,  not  as  a  matter  of  coarse  evea  then. 
There  is  a  plain  rule  of  comioon  sens-  which  go- 
.▼ems  this  qaesiion.  No  nation  is  jnstified  in  adopt- 
ing measpres  of  retaliation,  such  as  are  proposed, 
without  almost  a  moral  certainty  of  being  thereby 
akle  10  foiee  tbe  offending  nation  into  its  terms. 

The  taxes  and  restrictions  imposed  on  the  con- 
somption  of  tobacco  in  foreign  eonntiies,  inflicts 
more  injury  en  their  sabjecis  than  on  us.  We  can 
bear  the  lesser  injury  more  easily  and  longer  than 
they  can  the  greater.  Taxes  laid  on  our  citizens 
for  the  consumption  o(  ih^ir  products,  operate  di- 
rectly on  us,  and  but  indirectly  on  those  against 
whose  taxes  we  propose  to  retaliate.  The  burden 
loos  of  such  taxes  may  be  in  tbe- proportion  of  five 
dollars  for  every  one  dollar  it  takek  from  them, 
in  the  reduced  consumption  of  their  products.  If, 
sir,  in  subjecting  ourselves  to  taxation,  there  is  not 
•  positive  certainly  of  saecess  in  removing  tbe 
taxes  of  otbar  nations,  it  would  be  madness  to  at- 
tempt iL  It  would  be  equal  to  the  folly  of  cutting 
off  the  nose  to  spite  the  face.  GenUemen  teem  to 
have,  overlooked  this  consideration.  They  have 
Doi  attempted  to  demonsurate  the  mode  of  opera- 
tion which  is  to  give  the  least  probability  of  suc- 
cess. In  an  attempt  to  do  so,  difficulties  would 
have  met  tbem  at  tbe  threshold,  anl  thickened  at 
each  step  of  their  progress. 

The  attainment  of  the  object  by  the  proposed 
means  of  coercion,  is  well  nigh  impracticable  from 
tbe  nature  of  things.  Select  France,  if  yon  please, 
as  the  first  nation  to  be  brongbt  into  terms.  We 
ehjcfly  take  silks  and  wines  from  her  in  return  for 
oar  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco.  Lay  a  heavy  dis< 
(viminating  duty  on  French  silks,  leaving  silks 
from  other  nations  free,  or  at  a  le^s  duty — what 
'  will  be  the  consequence)  We  see  it,  in  the  opera- 
tion of  the  present  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  all  silks 
from  beyond  Cape  Horn,  and  the  Cape  of  Qood 
Hope,  leaving  silks  from  other  quarters  free.  This 
duty  is  evaded;  India  silks  are  brought  to  Eng- 
lapd,  celored  a  little,  and  shipped  to  us  as  free 
goods.  Reverse  the  case,  and  the  restilt  would  be 
Jfae  same.  Lay  a  heavy  retaliatory  duty  on  French 
wines.  It  would  cost  but  a  trifle  to  place  on  tbe 
casks  or  bottles,  Gcrmauv  Italian,  or  Spanish  la- 
bels; the  wine  might  be  sent  by  one  of  those^coun- 
tries,  and  come  to  us  free  of  the  discriminating 
duty.  Similar  results  might  attend  retaliatory  da- 
ties  on  other  articles,  tbe  production  of  other  coun- 
tries. Your  remedy  would  tempt  evasioiM  and 
frauds,  and  drive  the  trade  into  circuitous  chan- 
nels. It  would  also  n)iss  its  aim,  and  would  be 
even  fruitless  of  revenue,  unless  you  are  prepared 
to  eitforce  it  by  a  system  of  custom-house  espoinage 
and  penalties,  inconsistent  with  onr  institutions. 

We  have  been  proceeding  upon  the  presumption 
that  Congress  will  indulge  gentlemen  with  their 
ezptriments  in  regard  to  tobacco.  Are  there'  no 
difficulties  here?  The  bill  reported  from  the  Com- 
BUttee  of  Manu/'acturss  a  few  weeks  ago,  proposed 
to  lay  a  duty  on  silks  from  India  of  twenty  per 
cent,  and  on  other  silks  ten  per  cent.  Was  this 
intended  to  operate  on  India  as  a  retaliation  for  not 
using  tobacco  at  all?  Suppose  you  attempt  to 
change  the  discriminatioa -against  France,  will  yon 
not  be  met  in  this  Hojtse  by  conflicting  interests? 
It  is  iiot_France  alone  that  you  complain  of,  bat  of 


other  nations  in  a  greater  degree;  and,  in  fact  of  all 
Europe,  in  soeae  degree  or  other.  It  is  not  one 
article  only  that  Is  burdened  by  foreign  legislation. 
In  the  report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  State  on  the  re- 
strictions and  duties  of  foreign  Governments,  before 
referred  V>,,  you  will  see  many  articles  oppressively 
taxed  as  well  as  tobacco.  I  will  select  two:  the 
duties  OB  our  bread-stuffs  in  England,  France, 
and  some  other  countries,  amount  almost  to  a  pro- 
hibition. The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Ta'PLiiTT]  slated  that  ths  duty  on  wheat  in  Englan  1 
was  at>ovt  forty  per  cent,  bu',  sir,  the  duty  in  that 
country  amounts  to  a  prohibition  except  when 
large  masses  of  her  population  are  absolutely 
starving.  Upon  Fuch  occa-sions  we  may  get  a 
high  price  for  our  grain,  but  themarl>et  is  generally 
so  fluctuating  that  any  farmer  or  miller  who  relies 
on  European  markets,  is  likely  to  bJ  ruined. 

Our  ex'ensive  coast  ilrom  Nev  Binniwick  to 
Texas  is  lined  with.tuexhaastible  forests  in  timber. 
The  duly  in  England  on  our  timber  is  two  pounds 
fifteen  shillings  on  the  fifty  cubic  feet,  and  to  an 
oppressive  extent  on  lumber,  stave.",  and  shingles. 
Cutting  off,  in  a  great  measure,  our  abundant  re- 
sources from  the  supply  of  an  immense  demand 
for  ship  building,  houses,  and  other  objects.  Now, 
sir,  is  it  expected  that  Congres,  representing  all 
these  interests,  will  consent  to  commence  with  to- 
bacco, without  including  breadstuff:,  timber,  and 
many  other  articles.  If  a  general  system  of  reta- 
liation is  adopted,  what  will  it  lead  to?  An  unmi- 
tigated system  of  high  taxation.  The  protective 
tariff  men  will  be  ready  to  avail  themselves  of 
strength  from  this  source.  Most,  or  all,  of  the 
protected  articles  of  manufacture  will  be  obliged 
to  be  used  In  this  general  scheme  of  retaliation. 
You  may  succeed  by  means  of  a  combination  of 
interests  iu  having  taxes  laid  on,  but  you  would 
seldom  get  two  interests  to  agree  at  the  same  time 
in  taking  tbem  off,  even  in  case  of  relaxation  by  a 
foreign  Qovernment  in  regard  to  tobacco  or  any 
one  article.  No,  sir;  let  us  keep  out  of  this  con- 
nection. The  tobacco  interest  is  to  be  courted  in- 
to a  general  system  of  increased  taxation.  It  is  to 
be  used  as  the  pretext  for  adding  burdens  on  the 
many,  without  hope  of  sharing  Qie  bentfits  of  the 
few. 

In  regard  to  foreign  countries  there  is  net  ene 
alonr,  but  all,  in  some  degree,  to  be  operated  against. 
Why  do  gentlemen  speak  so  murh  of  iajarie:ifrom 
tbe  regulations  of  France?  Austria  has  similar  re- 
strictions. France  takes  seven  thousand  hogs- 
heads of  tobacco,  and  Austria  not  as  many  hundred. 
The  latter  is  a  great  tobacco  consuming  country, 
with  nearly  the  population  ot  the  former.  In  fact, 
instead  of  France  being  first  to  be  complained  of, 
she  is  among  the  last.  It  is  all  Europe  you  pro- 
pose to  war  against;  and  in  this  war  of  who  shall 
tax  h'ghest,  it  is  not  difficult  to  foresee  who  are  to 
b«  the  safferers.  Why,  sir,  foreigners  will'  laugh 
at  you  for  merely  entertaining  such  a  proposition. 
Had  I  not  profound  resist  for  the  many  gentle- 
men who  advocate  the  policy,  I  would  say  it  was 
absurd  and  ridiculous  in  the  extreme. 

It  has  been  said  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  when  Secre- 
ary  of  State,  in  1793,  did,  in  a  report  to  Congress, 
sanction  the  policy  of  retaliation  for  exorbitant 
duties  on  our  products  in  foreign  countries.  It  was 
under  different  circumstances,  and  at  a  time  when 
the  principles  of  free  trade  had  scarcely  began  to 
relax  the  inexorable  restrictive  systems  of  that  pe- 
riod. Those  who  adduce  this  authority  should  be 
governed  by  Mr.  Jefferson's  better  authority,  after 
years  of  experience  and  reflestion.  He  had  been 
minister  in  France  from  1783  to  1786,  took  a  live- 
ly interest  in  the  tobacco  trade,  and  was  well  in- 
formed as  to  all  its  beatings.  H*  was  Piesident  of 
the  United  States  from  1801  to  1809;  the  condition 
of  the  tobacco  trade  became  worse;  but  still  not  one 
word  is  heard  from  him  in  regard  to  retaliation  on 
this  account,  ot  on  account  of  any  other  foreign 
internal  tax  on  our  prodaction.<!.  If  Mr.  Jefferson 
was  here  now,  it  is  presumable  that  he  would  give 
you  stronger  reasons  why  you  ought  not  to  resort 
to  it,  than  prevailed  with  him  through  the  whole 
period  of  his  Presidency.' 

Ifyou  enter  on  the  proposed  policy,  it  will  be 
the  first  time  it  has  been  adopted  in  the  history  of 
the  Govenunent. 


[Het^  Mr.  Jknifbr  read  from  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, which  he  said  enacted  similar  retaliatory  du- 
ties.] 

Tbd  section  just  read  refers  to  »  different  subjeat 
altogether.  Several  other  acts  bate  like  provi- 
sions. By  these  acts  tonnage  duties,  and  duties  on 
the  cargoes  of  foreign  ships  coming  into  our  port«, 
were  laid  to  counteract  injury  to  our  navigation, 
from  the  discriminating  duties  laid  upon  our  ships 
and  their  cargoes  in  foreign  ports.  These  a«ts 
could  be  made  to  affect  the  offending  nation  direct- 
ly, without  the  power  of  evasion,  and  are  very  dif- 
ferent cases  from  tbe  present.  There  is  not  in  all 
the  statutes  of  the  Government,  one  which  was  in- 
tended to  operate  as  a  retaliation  against  the  inter- 
nal taxes  or  restrictions  of  foreign  Governments  on 
our  production^.  Equal  commercial  privileges  of 
our  cit'zens  in  foreign  land-!,  and  equal  exemptions 
for  the  cargces  of  our  ships,  have  been  peculiar 
subjects  of  regard.  The  nature  of  the  remedy  can 
in  these  ernes  be  effective.  We  have  their  citizens 
^d  their  ships  to  operate  upon,  iastead  of  our  own. 
lam  not  sure,  in  the  zeal  to  accomplish  bencfiis  for 
commerce  and  navfgation,  the  interests  of  agricul- 
ture have  not  in  out  negotiations  been  too  frequent- 
ly overlooked. 

In  our  own  legislative  history  we  can  find  no  ex- 
ample to  justify,  and  much  to  deter  us  from  the 
proposed  course.  My  colleague  from  Norfolk 
[Mr.  Mallokt]  reminds  me  of  the  West  India  trade. 
Yes,  sir,  the  West  India  trade  was  sacrificed  for  a 
lime,  and  Norfolk  nearly  ruined,  by  indulging 
merely  the  idea  of  retaliation.  The  act  of  Par- 
liament of  1835,  extended  to  all  nations  accepting 
them,  very  liberal  terms  of  trade  with  the  co'o- 
nies  of  Great  Britain.  This  country  alone,  I  be- 
lieve, refused  to  accept  tbe  terms,  expecting  to  be 
able  to  force  better.  Negotiation  after  negotiation 
followed;  we  were  refused  tbe  terms  offered  at  ^rsl 
— the  trade  was  sacrificed,  and  it  was  not  until  tbe 
arrangement  of  Mr.  McLane,  in  1830,  that  we 
were  admitted  to  a  participation  in  the  trade  on  the 
terms  we  had  rejected  before. 

No  encouragement  can  be  drawn  from  the  histo- 
ry of  retaliatory  duties  in  Europe — one  retaliation 
has  generally  brought  on  another,  until  a  system  of 
high  taxe!<,  restrictions,  and  monopolies  have  weigh- 
ed down  the  laboring  classes  aim  st  to  the  condi- 
tion of  brutes.  A  commercial  war  of  this  charac- 
ter was  waged  between  France  and  England,  that 
amounted  almost  to  non-intercourse,  until  the  be- 
nign influence  of  free  trade  principles  began  to  re- 
lax its  rigors.  ' 

Tbe  burdens  imposed  on  our  tobacco  abroad 
have  been  complained  of  by  several  gentlemen  as 
acts  of  hostility,  which  we  had  a  right,  and  were 
called  on  to  avenge.  It  has  been  considered  in  the 
light  of  violated  honor,  which  should  make  the 
blood  b^ii,  and  rouse  the  chivalry  of  American  ci- 
tizens. This  is  newduotrine  in  this  country;  no  pub- 
lic functionary  ever  claimed  the  right  to  regulate  the 
interior  administration  of  any  other  Government. 
Our  present  ministart  in  England  and  France  have 
both,  in  this  correspondence,  repudiated  any  such 

fretension,  and  so  have  onr  ministers  elsewhere. 
t  would  be  a  most  dangerous  position— take  it  in 
regard  to  other  nations,  and  they  claim  it  in  re 
gam  to  this.  Tbe  Holy  Alliance  miy  take  a  fancy 
to  regulate  your  tariff,  or  to  elect  your  President. 
England  may  require  yon  to  sustain  the  credit  of 
banks,  or  assume  the  debts  of  the  States.  We 
may  wrangle  about  these  matters  as  we  please,  but 
foreigners  must  let  us  alone.  The  French  Go- 
vernmeiu  may  restrict  their  people  to  the  use  of 
sugar  extracted  from  tbe  beet;  or  to  such  poor  to- 
bacco as  they  may  cultivate,  free  ftom  the  right  of 
other  natiotas  to  interfere;  and  other  nations  may 
exercise  tiieir  discretion  in  similar  respects,  without 
the  right  of  interference  by  France.  England  may 
carry  the  taxing  of  her  subjects  so  far  as  to  reduce - 
the  food  of  her  poor  to  potatoes  without  salt,  and 
the  United  States  will  have  no  right  to  complain  of 
it  as  a  wrong:  yet  I  hope  few  will  be  found  willing 
to  follow  her  example. 

Gentlemen  taunt  us  with  backwardness  in  asMrt- 
iog  the  rights  of  our  suffering  countrymen.  'What 
red'es  do  they  propose?  Simply  to  tax  4hem  more, 
and  over  again.  The  remedy  is  misapplied;  and  if 
tbe  wrong  was  of  the  character  described,  it  would 
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be  10*  weak  aod  (oo  tame  by  fur.  No,  if  gtn- 
tlemea  are  really  in  earnest,  let  then  roose 
np  their  coarse  and  ask  Congress  to  declare 
war  at  onee.  A  war  against  foreigners,  would 
be  scarcely  less  dlMstrsiis  iban  a  war  of  taxation 
at  heme. 

The  gentleman  frem  Manaehiuetu,  {Mr.  Coss- 
iMo]  gave  as  a  short  sapplement  to  the  speech  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  in  which  he  stated 
that,  in  Massachasetts,  the  three  great  interests  of 
that  State  were  so  balanced  as  to  be  opposed  to  a 
high  protective  tariff;  but  totrt  in  fmm  ef  an  mnfU 
rcDMtw  /or  tin  wmtt  qf  the  Onemmmt,  to  he  ndt- 
ed  uilh  a  vUw  to  froltet  manufactura,  mut  to  retaJi- 
ate  agnntt  impoailion*  on  our  agritultiare.  Let  me 
tell  him  that,  to  carry  oat  the  Harrison  policy  on 
these  principles,  a  high  tariff  in  its  greatest  dimen- 
sions is  at  once  oonstitnted.  Yoa  hare  only  to 
add  to  this  protective  and  retaliatory  system  ihe 
projects  avowed  so  generally  in  this  House  and 
elsewhere,  as  leading  objects  of  the  new  Admini- 
stration, and  yua  have  a  powerfnl  conjnnction  ef 
interests,  breaking  down  the  barriers  of  the  Con- 
stitation,  and  overwhelming  the  eqaal  rights  and 
common  welfare  of  the  coantry. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  HUBBARD, 

OF  AlABAMA, 
in  the  Hotutof  R^eettUaticei,  January  39, 1841— 
On  the  Treasury  Note  Bill. 
Mr.  Chaibham :  I  will  say  a  few  words  in  rap- 
port of  the  bill  nnder  consideraiion,  in  answer  to 
objections  raised  against  it;  and  will  then  reply  to 
some  general  remarks  made  by  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side,  as  to  the  proper  policy  hereafter  to  be 
pDrsned  by  this  GovemmenL 

It  is  admitted  ky  both  parlies  here,  that  we  have 
not  money  enough  in  the  Treasnry  to  snpply  the 
waaisof  the  Government  for  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year.  All  agree  that  more  most  be  had;  bnt 
we  differ  as  to  the  best  niode  of  raising  it.  The 
parly  opposed  to  me  want  to  borrow  and  create  a 
permanent  national  debt,  and  seem  anxioos  to 
make  the  oulstandug  claims  against  the  Govern- 
ment appear  as  large  as  possible,  because  they 
d««ire  to  have  a  large  amount  of  money  to-  expend 
nnder  the  coming  Administration,  and  to  raise 
which  they  propose  to  increase  the  taxes.  The 
party  with  iriiich  I  act  believe  that  the  taxes  are 
already  high  enough,  and  that,  instead  of  in- 
creasing  them,  we  ought  to  cut  off  expenses  as  fast 
as  possible;  that  the  Government  should  spend  less, 
make  no  permanent  debt,  and  leave  more  for  the 
people.  We  therefore  think  this  ihe  best  mode  of 
raising  money  for  temporary  purposes — because 
obeapesi,  and  because  it  is  safest. 

It  is  «>«spw(,  for  this  reason:  if  we  issue  our  own 
notes,  the  credit  of  the  lohole  Union  being  belter 
than  the  credit  of  a  part,  composed  of  stock- 
holders in  any  bank,  we  would  circulate  the  Trea- 
sury, notes,  many  of  them  at  a  less  rate  of  interest 
than  bankers  could  lend  us  the  money  for;  and 
upon  all  the  notes  kept  in  circulation  after  interest 
oeaaed  to  run,  would  save  Ihe  interest  to  the  people. 
Besides  this,  these  notes  being  made  receivable  for 
pnblic  lands  and  taxes,  interest  upon  them  would 
cease  as  fast  as  paid  in;  whereas,  if  we  borrew 
from  capitaltsis,  and  put  the  money  in  the  Trea- 
sury in  large  sums,  and  give  bonds  for  the  loan,  the 
people  ate  made  to  pay  interest  from  the  date,  and 
also  loae  interest  on  everr  dollar  lying  idle  in  the 
Treasnry.  Why,  then,  should  the  whole  people, 
better  credit  than  only  a/<w,  swap  credit  with  the 
few,aiMlpayboot1  Itwon'tdo,  sir.  It  is  nothing 
but  ikvontism  to  a  few  capitalists;  and  gentlemen 
ooght  to  find  rut  some  way  to  let  the  whole  people 
Uve  upon  their  ewn  credit,  rather  than  buying,  at  so 
high  a  rate,  the  credit  of  only  a  few  of  thai  peo- 
ple. This  bill  provides  such  a  method;  and  if  not 
.  the  best,  let  gentlemen  find  otit  a  belter  mode — 
always  taking  care  to  let  the  whole  of  the  people 
be  partners  in  the  gain.and  not  afewof  the  wealUiy 
or  pretended  wealthy. 

Some  gentlemen  fear  that  if  we  adopt  this  cheap 
mode  of  raising  money  when  We  do  need,  we  may, 
from  habit,  use  it  when  we  do  not  need.  This 
argument,  if  it  has  any  fore*,  would  compel  us  to 
adopi  the  most  ccptniiM  scheme*  of  Government, 
for  fear  the  people  would  like  a  cheap  one  too  well. 


I  have  no  such  fears;  and,  sir,  I  should  here  have 
closed  my  remarks  upon  the  hill,  if  gentlemen 
on  Ihe  ether  side  had  been  contented  to  slop  their 
political  strife.  I  thought  that  the  country  was 
tirtd,  and  wanted  quiet — wanted  the  public  busi- 
ness attended  to.  My  friend,  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr,  Johes,  of 
Virginia,]  who  bronght  in  this  bill,  said  not  a 
word  in  relation  to  party  politics  or  the  late  elec- 
tion, and  we  did  hope  that  no  allusion  would  be 
made  to  it.  But,  sir,  we  are  not  allowed  to  get 
along  in  ibis  quiet  way.  The  election  last  summer, 
which  decided  that  General  Harrison  should  be 
President,  aad  decided  no  other  question,  has 
not  satisfied  the  great  body  of  the  Whig  party 
in  CoDgreis.  The  people  are  to  be  carried  further. 
Not  only  is  what  they  call  Loco  Foco  Van  Bnren 
Democracy  to  be  pot  down,  bat,  I  much  fear,  Re- 
publicanism itself.  The  country  has  to  be  carried 
back  to  a  period  before  Mr.  Jefferson's  day.  The 
Government  is  to  have  a  new  direction  given  to 
it,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  most  talented  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side,  who  have  marked  out  the  line  of 
policy  which  General  Harrison  is  lo  pursue. 

The  genileman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Barnibd,] 
who  leads  in  this  debate,  denies  the  correctness  of 
that  part  of  Mr.  Van  Bnren'j  message  which  says 
that  "the  Government  has  answered  the  great  ol}- 
jecis  of  its  creation;"  and  says  that  "General  Har- 
rison will  pursue  a  policy  to  effect  those  great 
objects." 

Let  us  look  at  that  policy,  however,  as  laid 
down  by  the  learned  gentleman;  and  we  find 
it  an  effort  to  persuade  the  people  to  submit  to 
much  greater  burdens  than  were  even  pretended 
before  the  elections 

Fortifications  are  to  be  built  along  the  whole  of 
our  extensive  seacoast  and  lakes,  and  also  upon 
the  whole  of  our  western  andnorthwestem  firontier; 
old  forts  to  bs  repaired;  expensive  barracks  to  be 
built,  even  in  the  wilderness,  with  public  money, 
as  if  a  soldier  could  not  cut  a  board-tree  and  build 
a  cabin;  roads  are  to  bs  cut  out,  from  post  to  post, 
throughout  the  west  and  northwest.  Did  any  one 
ever  hear  of  propositions  so  extraordinary?  Did 
the  people  when  they  elected  General  Harrison, 
ever  dream  of  such  thing^^1  Millions  upon  millions 
are  to  be  added  t#  the  expenses  of  the  Government, 
and  the  people  taxed  lo  raise  ii;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  that  part  of  the  revenue  received  from  pnblic 
lands,  which  belongs  to  the  whole  Union,  to  pay 
the  debts  of  all,  is  to  be  distributed  lo  pay  the  debts 
of  indebted  States,  cpntracted  for  their  own  bene- 
fit, and  for  object!)  in  which  those  not  indebted 
have  not  ihe  slightest  interest. 

This,  sir,  is  but  an  outline  marked  out  for  the 
action  of  General  Harrison's  adminisiralion,  and 
for  the  future  course  of  the  ftijeat  Whig  party. 
And,  sir,  how  truly  have  the  different  members  of 
this  party,  with  but  one  exception,  folfowed  in  the 
track  marked  out;  and  each,  in  his  turn,  according 
to  the  climate  or  locality  of  his  constituents,  and 
their  ability  to  bear  their  part  of  the  load  intended 
to  be  laid  upon  them,  taken  his  parti  Some  (like 
the  gentlemen  from  New  York)  boldly  take  the 
whole;  others,  what  they  can  bear  at  home;  some, 
the  tariff,  bank,  and  internal  improvements,  all  to- 
gether; some,  the  distribution;  some,  the  military; 
and  some,  the  naval  expenditures;  some,  harbors; 
some,  light-houses;  and  some  internal  improvements 
alone;  and  some  only  take  what  to  me  teems  merely 
an  apology  for  the  tariff,  like  my  friend  from  South 
Carolina,  [Ur.  Thompson,]  who  says  that  th« 
South  once  contended  for  taxing  of  luxuries;  and  if 
she  won't  now  let  wines  and  silks  be  taxed,  she  will 
b«  like  the  pouting  child,  who  would  sot  let  his 
bread  be  buttered  on  either  side. 

Now,  I  understand  that  when  Ihe  Sonih  took 
this  course,'  she  wanted  the  taxes  laid  on  luxuries, 
and  taken  off  of  necessaries;  and  if  the  same  pro- 
position was  before  her,  she  would  desire  the  same 
thing  now.  But  no  such  proposition  is  made;  the 
tax  on  salt,  iron,  woollens,  flannels,  nnd  all  of  the 
necessaries  of  life,  are  lefi,  to  the  great  injury  of 
the  great  body  of  the  people;  and  it  is  proposed  to 
add  this  additional  tax  to  their  burdeas,  not  for 
support  of  Government,  but  for  all  of  these  splendid 
schemes  of  national  expenditure,  that  the  tax  is  to 
be  laid;  and,  instead  of  refusing  to  have  our  bread 


battered  on  either  aide,  we,  of  the  South,  are  o^ 
refusing  to  butter  botk  sides  of  the  bread  of  CTcrf 
other  section  of  the  Union,  where  these  large  saau, 
extorted  from  our  working  people,  are  to  be  ^> 
pendedi 

I  consider  this  a^ment,  therefore,  a  mem 
apology  for  a  high  tariff  and  excessive  expeadiivw, 
and  was  sorry  to  bear  it  eome  from  ooe  vho^ 
in  former  times,  stood  up  so  manfully  for  SoeAaia 
interests. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  somewhat  waBderad 
from  the  liae  of  my  intended  remarks.  Tbe  gentle- 
man frem  Maine  [Mr.  Evaxs]  fallowed  tbe  gentle 
man  from  New  York;  and  he  took  issue  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasnry,  both  as  to  hia  facta,  eai^ 
mates,  and  policy.  He  denied  that  "there  was  aay 
recorded  evidence  of  the  country's  frospetHtf,"  as 
alleged  by  the  Secretary  in  bis  annual  lepon 
upon  the  state  of  the  finaneet;  and  the  g^tiemaa 
has  gone  throughout  the  whole  Union,  ud  pieked 
up  here  and  there  isolated  cases  of  fiscal  derai^e- 
ment.  Now,  sir,  this  must,  and  always  wiB,  hap- 
pen; and  nnder  all  Governoieata,  whether  BepaMi- 
can,  monarchical,  or  despotic  Bnt  they  faraiA 
no  jttsf  ground  for  revolution  or  change  aad  I  was 
sorry  to  hear  a  gentleman  of  his  talents  iiailhn, 
his  great  intellect,  and  powers  of  debate,  to  atntt 
dissaiiflTaction  amoiig  our  people,  when  there  was 
eomparaiicely  so  Utile  ground  for  it.  If  he  had 
only  looked  around  him,  he  woaM  now  batre  foaad 
the  BriiLih  and  French  (Sovemmenta  so  oMch  dis. 
tressed  for  money  as  aelually  to  have  to  bwrow 
millions.  This  pecuniary  distress  of  those  Gk>*aa- 
meots  is,  without  doubt,'  caused  liy  oomaietcial  <te- 
rangemenis  brought  about  by  the  paper  moiwy 
system,  which  has  prevailed  with  them  as  well  as 
with  us;  and  which  derangement  Ihrongfaoat  ftia 
coantry,  has  wrongfully  been  charged  to  Geaeral 
Jackson's  and  Mr.  Van  Bursa's  adminisiratiiM. 
Gentlemen  have  effected  their  object  by  it.  Thqr 
have  got  into  power;  and  it  is  time,  now,  lo  atof 
it.  If  they  did  not  know  better  when  they  made  id 
this  complaint,  they  know  better  iK>*;eiiice  Ihey 
gee  that  die  strongest  Governments  on  earth  are 
suffering  embarrassments  nnder  the  paper  syaiH*, 
as  well  as  ours,  and  to  a  much  greater  ezteai. 
And  if  was  on  this  account— because  we  had  beea 
enabled  to  get  along  better  than  others — heeaws 
our  exports  and  imports  had  gone  on  so  well,  aad 
suffered  so  little— that  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury spoke  of  it  as  "tbe  recorded  evidences  of  the 
conniry's  prosperity,"  which  tbe  gentleman  titm 
Maine  has  denied. 

I  now,  sir,  proceed  to  prove  that  the  Bacnttiy 
is  right,  and  the  gentleman  from  Maine  wroag;  aad 
I  do  it  by  simply  giving  a  list  of  the  valae  of  ear 
foreign  imports  and  exports  for  seven  years  before, 
and  seven  years  after,  the  depostes  were  removvd 
from  the  United  States  Bank,  with  thediffereeees 
in  favor  of  the  last  seven  yean  (fron  1833  to 
18^0)  over  the  former  seven  years,  (from  18S6  m 
1833:) 
Average  annual  exports  from  1836  to 

1833         -  -  -  -   tB0fi5S,tM 

Average  annul  exports  from  1833  to 

1840         .  -  -  .    119,0a8,564 

Difference  in  value  ef  exports  from 
1833  to  1840  over  the  seven  years 
before  removal     -  -  -      38,975,370 

Nearly   thirty-nine  millioos  yearly! 

Let  us  see  how  itslands  with  imports: 
Average  annual   imports,  from   (he 

removal  of  the  depositcs,  for  seven 


years        .  -  .  . 

Average  for  the  seven  years  next  be- 
fore removal        .  -■  . 

Yearly  difference  -  -  . 


#141,143,109 
89,386,005 
51,757,104 


Nearly  fifty-two  millions! 

Gentlemen  say  much  of  the  excess  of  importatev 
was  the  fruit  of  tbe  State  loans.  Admit  this  to  be 
true;  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  the  exports.  Aey 
were,  for  most  part,  the  value  of  the  labor  <^  that 
portion  of  our  people  who  dig  the  grooad  for  a 
living,  and  whom  gentlemen  are  now  so  aazioas  lo 
lax  aptin;  and  afford  evidsaoes  of  ibeir  prosperity. 
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as  ft  whole,  that  e»o>ot  be  disputed-  And  this  e7i- 
deMo  is  upon  reeard;  and  ihe  record  sosUios  the 
Seeretar;  ef  the  Treasary,  and  condemns  the  gen- 
Ueamn  from  Maine;  and  is  a  fall  answer  to  the 
naain  aignm^nt  be  has  advanced  against  Mr. 
Woodbury's  report. 

I  faUy  ondeistand  the  object  of  this  warfare  so 
fiercely  commenced  acainsi  Democracy. 

Brave  men  never  cat  and  hack  to  pieces  a  faU 
lea  foe,  withoat  some  further  object  in  view. 
The*e  gentlemen,  therefore,  I  fear,  do  aot  believe 
that  "panoeraey  has  fallen;"  or  they  hare  objects 
to  effoet,  which  require  public  excitement  to  be  kept 
op  and  not  cool,  until  these  odious  (and,  to  my 
naind,  unconstitutional)  measares  of  expenditare, 
and  taxation  are  carried  ont  and  fastened  upon  the 
people.  And,  sir,  I  am  brought  to  believe  that 
each  is  their  object  and  intention,  from  the  remarks 
and  th«  manner  of  the  distinguished  gentlemen 
from  Kentucky,  (Oovemor  Pope,)  a  veteran  in 
polities,  with  perhaps  forty  years'  expsrieace. 

He  beard  his  friends  lay  one  their  grand  plan  of 
operations — ^their  NationiU  Bank,  internal  improve- 
nenta,  tarifls,  and  other  splended  schemes  of  ex- 
penditare and  taxation,  with  the  greatest  apparent 
oeligbt;  it  seemed  to  fall  upon  bis  ear  like  notes  of 
martial  music,  whksh  had  delighted  him  is  his 
yoiufafal  days,  and  which  again  had  been  briliantly 
strvck  up  in  the  beginning  of  a  charge.  His 
oeontenance  seemed  to  beam  with  joy,  and  he 
watched,  as  a  skilful  general  would  his  untried 
soldiers,  the  younger  members  of  his  party;  and, 
sir,  when  he  noiMed  in  their  countenance  some 
wareriog,  some  giving  way — heard  some  say  "they 
eoald  not  do  this,"  others  "ibat  they  could  not  go 
that"— 1>«  became  impatient  for  the  floor,  and, 
as  soon  as  he  had  obtained  it,  commenced  in  the 
most  animating  manner  to  extol  the  proposed  mea- 
cures;  and  after  he  supposed  that  he  had  made 
them  appear  (if  not  popular)  at  leaiit  plausible, 
tamed  to.  his  young  friends,  and  encouraged  them 
"not  to  be  ahurmed  or  faint  by  the  wayside," — 
"not  to  oommit  themselves  too  soon  or  too  strongly 
against  any  measure  of  the  Whig  party."  They 
■  were  young  and  inexperienced;  "ihey  did  not  know 
what  they  might  yet  have  to  do;"  and  when  he,  as 
m^bt  be  supposed,  had  infased  into  ihem  a  suffi- 
eieney  of  courage,  be  preceded  to  point  out  to  them 
a  woy  to  make  these  schemes  of  expenditure,  taxa- 
tion, and  disiribation,  popular  and  acceptable  with 
the  people,  he  told  them  that  "he  was  unwilling  to 
see  the  revenue  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  go  into  the  Treasury,  because  it  robbed  the 
poor  and  relieved  the  rich  from  taxation;"  that  this 
money  "onght  to  go  to  the  States,  and  be  divided 
among  tham  to  pay  the  Stale  debts,  where  it  woidd 
relieve  the  poor  from  taxation." 

But  sir,  this  argument  wont  do  fgr  the  young 
Whigs,  or  fbr  Sm  people;  becaase  they  know 
better.  They  know  that  the  Legislatares  of  the 
several  States  are  compelled  to  tax  property  and 
wealth,  as  well  as  peraoss,  and  caa  make  every 
nan  pay  tax  according  to  his  property  or  income, 
whether  bis  wealth  is  in  lands,  houses,  stocks, 
bankr,  or  mouey  at  interest,  and  dare  not,  ther^ 
fere,  tax  the  poor  and  leave  out  the  rich— as  is 
do9e  here,  sir,  where  you  tax  all  articles  of  daily 
use,  sach  as  the  great  body  of  Ihe  people  need, 
most  bave,.and  cannot  do  without;  and  then,  sir, 
ibey  are  told  "that  the  tax  is  equal,"  that  "they 
need  not  pay  the  tax  if  they  do  not  choose  to  use 
the  taxsd  artieles."  This,  sir,  is  a  mockery,  to  tax 
artielessueb  as  every  family  must  have — iron, 
salt,  knives  and  forks,  plates  and  spoons,  and  coarse 
wocdlens  and  cottons;  and  then  tell  them  "they  are 
not  taxed  unless  they  buy."  And,  sir.  this  same 
spirit  would  lead  you  to  tax  the  air,  light,  and  wa- 
ter, and  then  tell  the  people  they  need  not  be  taxed 
imleas  they  choose  to  breathe,  drink,  and  look 
about  them.  These  taxes,  sir,  upon  articles  of 
daily  use  fall  most  heavily  and  grievously  upon 
the  poor,  waA  people  in  moderate  circumstances, 
beeaaae  they  need,  and  must  have  and  use  nearly 
an  equal  amount  with  a  rich  family;  and,  there* 
feft,  a  man  with  a  family  depending  alone  upon 
bis  labor  for  support,  needs  frequently  as  many  of 
these  lazed  artides  as  a  rich  man,  and  is  compelled 
oa  that  account  to  pay-  as  much  of  this  indirect 
tax  as  a  man  who  can  command  twenty,  fifty,  or 


a  hundred  laborers.  Yes,  sir,  Oiiard,  with  bis  mil- 
lions, could  get  along,  and  not  have  to  buy  more 
taxed  salt,  taxed  iron,  sugar,  woollens,  cottons, 
knives,  fork.«,  and  spoons,  than  a  day  laborer  with 
five  in  family;  and  he  wotild  enjoy  all  bis  property, 
with  the  almost  unlimited  means  of  making  more, 
without  being  compelled  to  pay  more  for  the 
support  of  Qoverament  than  a  common  laborer. 
Tbis,  sir,  is  intitrect  tax — a  t«x  upon  articles  of 
necessity.  And,  sir,  it  is  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  to  keep  up  these  taxes,  and 
to  take  from  the  Treasury  the  amount  for  which 
the  public  laads.«re  sold,  (three  and  a  half  mil- 
lions of  dollars,)  and  divide  it  out  among  ihe 
States,  to  pay  State  debu,  and  relieve  rich  men 
from  taxation  for  that  purpose. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  must  put  his 
young  friends  upon  some  other  tack,  to  make  these 
odious  meastires  popular.  The  people,  sir,  begin 
to  fiad  out  that  taxation  is  taxation,  whether  laid 
upon  lands,  houses,  or  property,  or  upon  fond  and 
clothing;  and  it  will  not  be  long  before  they,  will 
understand  that  it  is  more  just  to  tax  lands,  houses, 
and  money  incomes,  according  lo  their  value,  than 
10  tax  food  and  clothiu'^,  according  lo  men's  neces- 
sities; and  when  the  pol'tician,  who  desires  to  pro- 
tect the  rich  man's  plantations,  palaces,  bank 
stock,  and  income,  by  crying  out  "direct  tax !" 
and  proposes  to  lay  the  tax  upon  food,  clothing, 
and  necessaries,  the  people  will  understand  it  as 
well  as  ihe  gentleman  from  Kentucky;  and  when 
be  begs  them  for  the  money  arising  from  the  sales 
of  public  lands,  to  give  to  the  Slates  to  pay  Stale 
debts,  and  to  relieve  rich  men's  estates  and  incomes 
from  being  taxed  accordicg  lo  their  value,  they 
will  remember  that  he  and  his  friends  now  lefase 
to  take  the  tax  off  of  iron,  salt,  sugar,  knives, 
forks,  spoons,  plates,  and  every  other  article  needed 
by  the  poor.  The  tax  on  French  wines  and-French 
silks  will,  to  Ihe  extent  of  the  tax,  fall  upon  the 
tobaccc-grower  and  cottoa-gro^i^er,  and  upon  all 
af  the  people  who  raise  grain,  pork,  stock,  and  pro- 
visionr,  and  who  exchange  it  with  the  cotton  and 
tobacco-growers.  And,  sir,  tbi^  ihree  and  a  half 
millions,  yearly,  additional  tax,  will  have  no  other 
effect  than  to  lessen  the  amount  of  cotton  and  tobac- 
co which  we  sell  to  France;  or  it  will  lessen  the 
amount  of  money  which  we  get  for  it;  and  instead 
of  falling  npon  the  rich  alone,  who  wear  the  silks, 
or  drink  the  wines,  will  fall  upon  thousands  of  poor 
families,  whose  little  sons  and  daughters  are  out  in 
the  sun  when  ihey  should  be  at  school,  working 
the  tobacco  or  cotton  to  make  money  to  buy  taxed 
iron,  taxed  salt,  taxed  flannel,  taxed  knives,  forks, 
spoons,  plates,  and  other  necessaries,  wiihoot  which 
they  cannot  live;  and  will  fall,  alse,  npon  the  sons 
and  daughters  of  tbdusands  of  poor  families  ia 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois, 
who  are  working  out,  in  the  cold  and  heal,  w«t 
and  dry,  to  raise  corn,  wheat,  or  stock,  lo  sell  to  the 
coiton  and  tobacco-growers  for  money  to  pay  for 
these  taxed  articles,  wbieh  ihey  are  obliged  to  have 
for  their  families;  so  that  if  yon  lay  this  three  and  a 
half  millions  of  taxes  on  France,  she  buys  that 
much  less  tobacco  and  cotton,  or  buys  it  for  less 
money;  Ihe  growers  of  which  are  able  only  to  buy 
that  much  less  grain,  stock,  and  provisions,  or  buy 
it  at  a  less  price;  and  the  gentleman  from  Kentocky 
can't  see  the  working  folks  of  any  of  the  States, 
until  he  tries  tome  Mer  loft  Mm  than  this.  If  he 
and  his  pany  (who  can,  if  they  choose)  will  take 
the  lax  off  iron,  salt,  flannels,  coarse  woollen 
plates,  knives  and  forks,  and  such  things  as  every 
poor  family  must  have,  then  I  will  iagin  to  believe 
that  the  Whigs  want  to  distribute  the  public  lands 
among  the  States  "(o  rtUae  the  poor  from  taxofioR;" 
but  if  they  won't  take  this  tax  off  cnch  articles,  no- 
body will  believe  them.  Every  man  who  heats  it, 
will  know  it  is  nothing  but  humbuggery. 

The  genilenten  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bcu]  and 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Thompsok]  spoke  of  the 
prt-emption  land  bill  as  a  humbug — a  bait  thrown 
out  to  catch  votes,  political  gambling,  &c.  Now, 
Mr.  Churman,  let  us  fur  a  moment  compare  it 
with  these  great  Whig  schemes  spoken  of,  and 
see  which  '  looks  most  likeisit  thrown  out,  or 
jbUig  for  popularity.  We  only  propose  that  die 
poor  man,  who  goes  West  npon  the  public  lands, 
clears  Ibem  up,  pats  them  into  cultivation,  and 


after  mixing  his  labor  with  the  soil  and  giving  it 
additional  value,  that  he  shall  have  the  right  to  buy 
that  land,  with  bis  little  improvements  thereon,  in 
preference  to  strangers  who  have  no  claim  npon 
it,  and  who  would  be- put  to  no  trooble  by  having 
to  go  and  bay  an  unimproved  place.  Is  it  not 
jnsi?  Is  it  not  humane?  Is  it  wrong  or  immoiall 
In  thus  taking  the  part  of  the  poor  Western  men, 
or  those  poor  men  in  the  old  States  who  desire  lo 
go  West  and  settle  and  own  small  tracts  of  land, 
do  we  offer  a  iai<  to  the  great  body  of  voters]  Cer- 
tainly not;  for  the  larger  portion  of  good  public 
lands  are  in  the  Territories,  where  people  have '  no 
votes  in  Presidential  elections;  and  among  the  new 
States,  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  men  of  influ- 
ence live  in  towns,  are  interested  in  public  .works, 
banks,  dbc.  &c.  or  are  owners  of  land  themselves, 
and  feel  and  care  but  little  for  the  poor  settlers  up- 
on the  public  lands.  It  it  clear,  therefore,  thatonr 
motives  arise  from  a  sense  of  justice,  and  not  from 
anyvoie-beggiog  or  vote-catching  disposition  on 
our  part.  But  bow  is  it  with  gentlemen  Whigs  on 
Ihe  other  side}  Their  mode  of  dislribnJion  of  the 
proceeds  of  public  lands  is  addressed  to  the  whole 
of  the  old  Stales,  and  all  of  the  new  not  interested 
in  the  pre-smpiion  system.  It  is  addressed  to  the 
inlemal  improvement  interest;  in  fact,  to  aU  of 
the  great  masses,  and  combinations  of  masses, 
that  desire  to  throw  burdens  off  their  own  shoul- 
ders, and  to  lay  them  npon  others,  it  is  like 
the  fisherman  who  lays  out  a  long  tia*  in  ,deep 
water,  and  fastens  hooks  at  different  depths,  baited 
to  suit  the  habits  of  tbe  differtnt  hinds  of  fish. 
Near  the  sorface  plays  the  greedy  and  hungry  fish. 
Little  or  no  bait  is  required  to  catch  him;  only  con- 
ceal the  hook  with  a  little  white  and  red  hair,  or  red 
flannel,  and  he  strikes  and  is  canghi.  My  friendfrom 
Maryland,  wbo  has  figured  in  the  tobacco  eon- 
veniion,  [Mr.  Jkrifsr,]  and  those  who  are  trying 
to  lay  countervailing  duties,  under  tbe  notion  of 
protecting  tobacco,  either  know  how  lo  set  this 
hook  themselves,  or  will  bite  and  be  canghu  I 
can  aFsnre  them  there  is  no  bait  upon  it — scarce- 
ly enough  of  the  appearance  of  bait  to  conceal  the 
hook. 

The  next  fish  to  be  caught  is  a  larger  one,  who 
swims  much  deeper,  and  he  cannot  be  caoghl  but 
with  meat — "a  large  mouthful" — he  will  not  nib- 
ble at  a  trifle:  yon  catch  him  only  by  feeding  him 
well.  ANational  Bank,  large  appropriations,  ex- 
penditures, and  taxes,  collected  from  a  whole  na- 
tion of  people,  have  to  be  put  together  before  he 
will  bile.  Is  not  that,  a'so,  Whi^  bait  for  the  cir 
ties  and  great  thoroughfares  of  commerce!  and 
don't  Ihey  expect  to  catch  these  big  fish  with  ill 
Most  assuredly  they  do.  But  there  is  a  hook  placed 
upon  the  bottom,  in  tbe  mud,  intended  to  catch 
"suckers,"  and  this  \»  baited  wiih  mush;  and  I 
have  been  of  opinion,  sir,  that  this  project  of  coun- 
tervailing dntics  was  a  scheme  got  up  by  the  great 
tariff  interests  of|the  North,  to  distract  and  divide 
the  South,  by  setting  the  tobacco  and  couon  iate- 
reals  by  the  ears,  that  we  might  be  governed  and 
controUed  by  our  sectional  prejudices,  like  Eng- 
land governs  Ireland  with  her  Scotch  regiments, 
and  ^tland  with  her  Irish  regiments;  and  there- 
fore this  seemed  lo  me  only  bait  for  greedy,  hun- 
gry fish,  and  I  was  surprised  to  find  any  tobacco- 
grower  likely  to  bite.  But,  sir,  this  proposition 
for  a  National  Bank,  high  taxes,  high  and  extra- 
vagant expenditures  upon  roads,  canals,  harbors, 
dry-docks,  fortifications,  light-houses,  barracks, 
and  ships,  is,  sir,  a  bait  at  which  all  of  those  big 
fish  will  bile;  but  ihe  idea  that  "it  iviU  he  tUm 
upon  the  rick,  and  reitttx  the  poor,"  and  that  by 
dutributing  the  revenue  arising  (rom  the  sales  (k 
public  lands  among  the  States  for  these  parposm, 
"that  you  will  thereby  relieve  the  poor  from  lax* 
ation,"  why,  sir,  it  is  all  "a  bembug."  It  is  your 
soft  bait,  laid  to  eaich  "suckers;"  and  if  I  mis- 
take not,  yon  will  find  it  loo  soft  to  catch  them. 
Every  disinterested  voter  in  the  Usion  must 
see,  from  the  course  taken  by  gentlemen  here  who 
go  fof  distribution,  that  they  are  only  fishing  for 
"suckers"  with  soft  bait,  for  most  of  them  have 
made  figures  and  calculations  to  show  lo  their 
constituents  how  much  each  State  would  gel  sut 
of  the  public  Treasury  by  the  scheme — not  one  of 
them  has  made  and  published  a  cateulatton  to  show 
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his  coBStitnenis  bow  mnch  they  are  to  be  taxed  to 
pay  back  into  the  Treasury  the  amonnt  so  taken 
ODt  and  disiribnted.  Not  bare  they  fnade  any  cal- 
ealation  to  show  their  constitaen's  how  mnch  of 
diis  increased  tax  will  be  lost  in  paying  agenis, 
officers,  and  collectors,  in  taking  oat  and  distribui- 
iog,  and  then  collecting  and  putting  the  mone;  back; 
for  if  each  Slate  pay  back  what  ihey  firai  get  out, 
they  gain  nothing,  and  lose  the  whole  expense.  If 
they  gain  more  than  they  put  in,  they  rob  and 
plunder  others  to  the  amount  of  the  gain.  This 
onghi  not  to  be  popular  with  an  honest  people.  If 
they  get  back  less  -tban  they  put  in,  other  States 
rob  and  plunder  them.  No  people  ought  to  like 
that.  But,  sir,  this  is  the  bail,  and  the  only  bait, 
offered  to  the  great  masses  of  voters,  either  to 
fUmdtr  and  tjkfrmtd  others,  or  te  be  plundered  and 
i^mtitd  by  them. 

Bad,  sir,  as  this  is  between  State  and  State — bad 
and  intolerable  as  it  would  ba  to  tax  one  man,  not 
indebted,  to  pay  the  debts  of  another  who  was, 
and  at  the  same  time  let  the  man  in  debt  keep  the 
property  for  which  the  debt  was  contracted,  (for 
these  indebted  Slates  keep  their  internal  improre- 
ments  and  other  works,)— yet,  sir,  there  is  afeatare 
in  this  distribution  scheme,  connected  with  it, 
which  makes  it  more  intolerable  with  the  people 
of  Alabama  than  it  would  be  with  many  of  the 
other  States.  She  did  not,  by  reason  of  her  Souih- 
em  location  and  being  a  new  State,  get  as  much 
for  her  six  per  cent,  bonds,  as  New  York  or  Penn- 
sylrania  got  for  their  five  per  cents.  This  diffe- 
rence on  her  eleven  and  one-half  millions  of  bonds, 
having  twenty  years  to  run,  is  nearly  two  millioni) 
of  dollars;  and  after  losing  this,  for  want  of  credit, 
all  of  our  properly  and  labor  is  to  be  bound  in 
mortgage  as  security  for  the  debts  of  the  other  in- 
debted Slates,  who  then  had  credit,  bnt  who  now 
hare  none.  It  is  monstrous  injustice.  But,  sir, 
this  is  not  all  that  is  to  be  dose  to  carry  out  these 
high-handed  and  dangerous  measures  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  which  but  one 
out  of  nine  prominent  members  of  the  parly,  vvho 
hare  spoken  on  the  same  side,  bare  pretended  lo 
disarow':  on  the  conirary,  most  of  them  have  fol- 
lowed it  up,  and  giren  it  a  support,  either  in  the 
whole  or  in  part.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Wise,]  who  diflTered  from  bis  friends  on  the 
measures  of  the  coming  Administration,  was  al- 
most scowled  npon  by  his  party,  as  if  be  had  al- 
tered treason  or  rebellion.  Dok'i  let  gentle- 
men go  before  the  people  with  honeyed  words 
any  longer.  Let  them  tell  theh  the  great 
truth  daily  developed  here;  let  them  tell  them, 
that,  instead  of  coming  here  to  protect  iheir  con- 
stituents from  taxation,  (the  very  fonndation  of 
free  governments.)  ihey  come  here  lo  gel  money 
from  the  pablic  Treasury,  to  diride  out  and  distri- 
bute for  these  ,great  "teparate  interests;"  that 
masses,  through  their  repre^eutatires,  come  here  to 
plunder  masses;  and  that  when  a  sectional  majori- 
ty has  plundered  a  seciional  minority,  under  the 
Sretenoe  of  benefltiog  ihe  majority,  that  then  it  is 
ividcd  out  among  classess,  and  the  richer  plander 
the  poorer;  the  cities  and  rich  and  strong  districts 
get  all  from  the  country  and  poor  and  weak  dis- 
tiiets;  and  then,  in  turn,  the  rich  men  of  the  cities, 
and  strong  districts  get  all  of  the  plunder  from  the 
mallitndes  of  farmers,  mechanics,  and  laborers, 
who  get  bttek  little  or  nothing — not  a  tenth  part  of 
what  they  pay  out  in  taxes  upon  food  and  clothing, 
to  carry  on  these  great  cehemes. 

The  great  body  of  the  people  East,  North,  and 
West,  will  begin  to  understand  that  all  of  these 
schemes  of  plunder  are  not  intended  for  their  be- 
nefit, bat  only  for  a  few  large  dealers.  For  in- 
stnee;  the  people  who  lire  near  a  harbor,  dry- 
dock,  fortification,  road  or  rirer  improreraent,  or 
any  other  of  these  multitudes  of  objects  of  rxpen- 
ditare,  may  in  some  few  instances  get  a  small  ad- 
vantage or  benefit;  bnt  they  must  and  will  loite  in 
Ihe  end,  for  the  system  of  expenditure  will  lay  a 
•  load  of  taxation  on  them  and  their  children,  and 
will  fasten  npon  them  a  swarm  of  officers  to  keep 
them  up,  who  will  forerer  afterwards  feed  and 
fatten  upon  th«  labor  of  an  overworked,  orer- 
taxed,  and  under-fed  people. 
■  Snppoee,  air,  that  no  money  was  used  in  these 
tranaaetions,  and  a  painter  was  capable  of  placing 


the  whole  matter  truly  before,  our  eyes;  what  « 
picture  would  he  present  to  the  astonished  .eyes  of 
the  farmers,  laborers,  and  producers  of  the  Ame- 
rican people !  They  would  be  seen,  every  one  of 
them,  bringing  here  together  their  pigs  and  poultry, 
beef  and  mutton,  Iambs  and  real,  butler  and  eggs, 
flour  and  vegetables,  and  pntling  them  all  in>o 
Ihe  great  State  kitchen  to  be  cooked.  He  would 
then  represent  the  feast,  by  seating  around  the 
table,  in  a  carpeted  room,  the  cities,  com- 
merce and  narigation,  and  public  officers,  in 
the  form  of  round,  full,  well-fed  alderman- 
shaped  men,  eating  and  consuming  all  of  the 
choice  piecs.  And  h«  would  paint  the  farmers, 
laborers,  and  producers,  ouUxde  of  the  honsr,  with 
Iheir  lean  and  hungry  families  quarrelling  and 
wrangling  with  each  other  about  who  should  smell 
most  of  the  steam  from  the  kettle.  This  would  be 
the  picture,  if  truly  drawn. 

Tbis  is  all  that  ihe  great  body  of  the  people  get 
back<of  these  taxes  and  expenditures; 'and  lam 
not  willing  that  the  psople  I  represent  should  sup- 
port them  any  longer. 

I  am  alarmed,  sir,  at  what  I  hare  seen  and  heard 
here  relatire  lo  this  whole  scheme  of  taxation,  ex- 
penditure, anddistribniion,  which  it  is  said  General 
Harrison's  administration  ought,  and  is  intended, 
to  cairy  out.  The  largest  amonnt  of  money  that 
possibly  can  be  raised  from  the  public  lands  is  to 
be  raised  for  such  purposes.  The  gentleman  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Johmsou]  supposes  that  many  of 
these  lands,  which  are  now  called  poor,  and  will 
not  s;  II,  if  held  up,  might  be  sold  from  fire 
dollars  to  ten  dollars  per  acre.  The  large  States 
will  become  greedy  for  money,  and  will  send  ageats 
to  run  ihem  up  on  our  people.  They  are,  I  fear,  to 
be  driven  off,  and  not  bare  a  place  to  rest  the 
soles  of  their  feet  on,  unless  as  tenants  for  other 
people.  Many  of  them  hare  been  liring  upon 
small  spots  of  tillable  land,  scattered  aboat  through 
great  bodies  of  poor  and  waste  lands.  They  hare 
mixed  iheir  labor  with  the  soil,  and  their  liitle  im- 
prorements  make  great  part  of  their  ralue;.many 
of  ihem,  sir,  have  laid  in  their  grare°,  on  these  sp&t.«, 
the  dearest  objects  of  their  affection;  parents  and 
children,  husbands  and  wires,  lie  there  buried:  and 
who  wants  to  disturb  theml  I  will  tell  you,  sir. 
Slate  debts  fall  due;  the  holders  of  these  bonds 
want  money;  and  these  consecrated  spots  are  to  be 
sold  to  the  highest  bidder  by  an  auctioneer;  our 
people  are  to  be  driren  off,  and  the  rery  bones  of 
OIK  relatives  sold,  to  make  money  for  these  Slate 
debts,  and  lo  carry  out  other  extraragant  schemes. 

So  help  me  high  Hearen,  if  the  people  of  Ala- 
bama will  join  me,  not  one  acre  of  these  lands^ 
"this  gift  of  God  to  man" — not  one  acre,  I  say, 
shall  erer  be  morigaged  or  sold  to  meet  these  debts, 
whether  held  by  British  or  American  owners. 

When  we  joined  the  United  Slates,  and  were  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  as  one  of  the  body,  the  lands 
were  not  subject  to  an/  such  lien;  the  lands  within 
our  limits  would  hare  belonged  to  us,  if  we  bad 
not  agreed  to  surrender  that  right  upon  our  ad- 
missioB.  We  made  a  surrender  to  the  whole  Union, 
for  the  eommon  uie;  and  never  intended  other 
Stales,  in  their  leporafe  capacity,  or  foreigners,  to 
hare  an  interest  in  them.  If,  therefore,  they  are 
direrted  from  that  object,  and  do  not  belong  to  the 
whole,  united,  they  hare  rererted  to  ns,  by  reason 
of  our  sorereignty  and  domain.  It  is  the  para- 
mount duty  of  the  new  States  to  protect  their  citi-. 
zens;  and  we  shall  fail  to  perform  it,  if  we  erer 
allow  them  to  be  pledged  and  sold  for  these  debts. 
The  gentlemen  all  admit  that  that  the  indebted 
Slates  are  able  to  pay,  if  they  were  willing;  but 
members  ot  their  Legislatures  try  to  aroid  the  re- 
sponsibility of  laying  the  tax.  They  brought  the 
States  in  debt,  bnt  are  afraid  to  tax  iheo  to  get 
them  out,  and  desire  to  make  an  impression  that  it 
will  come  easier  to  the  people  of  the  Slates  not  to  tax 
properly  in  possession,  such  as  lands,  houses,  mer- 
chandise, bank  stock,  and  money  loaned  at  inte- 
rest, which  can  be  taxed  e^uoily,  aceording  to  the 
■mount  and  value  <aek  person  may  oion;  bnt  lo  get 
Ihe  lax  laid  by  Congress  upon  such  articles  as 
every  family  daily  needs,  must  use,  and  which  I 
have  shown  falls  unequatttf,  in  proportion,  upon 
those  Who  are  poor  and  in  moderate  ciroumstances. 
And  it  seema  to  me  that  these  gentlemen  Whigs 


all  see  this,  and  fcnow  it;  but  they  atiempl  to  avaai 
its  effect  upon  the  public  mind,  by  an  otiiery  agawa 
"direct  taxation."  They  desire  n)  make  dtoarf 
taxation  by  the  States  unpopular,  and  then  ibak 
they  cany  on  indireet  taxation  by  Congress  to  Aeir 
hearts'  content.  How  unlike  statesmen  do  Ifaey  ae^ 
and  particularly  under  present  circnmstaaeeai,  wbcK 
our  country,  as  they  say,  is  threatened  with  wmi— 
which,  if  it  does  come,  wilt  cut  off  our  foreign  tralc, 
and  our  revenue  from  indireet  taxes  abol  «p(M 
which  erent  we  will  be  compelled  to  cany  on  Ae 
war  by  direct  taxes,  and  hare  no  oiher  mode  left 
How  unwise  and  improper,  then,  to  nsa  e 
to  make  it  nopopular,  when  it  is  the  only 
reliance  in  case  of  war !  If  the  people  of  the  Ua 
would  but  face  this  question  of  taxation  as  Grrcae« 
ought  to  do,  and  undersiaad  it  in  all  of  its  bear- 
ings upon  Cdngress  and  npon  them,  they  woatd 
not  be  easily  imposed  on  by  a  cry  of  diiMt  laxes- 
Let  them  once  understand  that  members,  whom 
they  send  here  to  keep  taxes  from  being  li^  «poa 
them,  do  not  fear  their  resentment  for  laxias  pw- 
dueto,  or  artielei  exchanged  far  prodHcte,  beeaoae  it  ia 
matter  of  dispute  who  pays  this  tax,  whilst  ihey 
are  a/raid  to  tax  properly  held  by  the  wealthy,  and 
the  people  will  then  require  their  represealativM 
"to  toe  the  mark,"  and  to  oppose  taxalioa  ia  aU 
shapes  not  actually  needed  to  cairy  on  tb*  <3o- 
vernment;  and,  when  so  needed,  to  make  Iha 
taxation  bear  equally  upon  all  classes  and  sectMBi 
of  the  Union — upon  the  cities  and  seapans,  as 
well  as  the  distant  States  and  back  eoanlies. 

I  have  prepared  a  statement  of  the  eott  o(  ool- 
leeting  our  revenue  by  customs  or  indirect  taxes, 
which  shows  how  the  whole  country  is  drained 
of  money  to*  pour  out  into  the  ridi  cities— the 
places  where  the  taxes  are  collected,  and  tea  per 
cent,  (the  expenses  of  collection)  spent;  which,  if 
collected  in  the  country,  throughout  the  Uai<m,  ia 
erery  country  where  ihe  goods  are  retailed,  «««id 
leare  in  those  counties  the  expenses  of  eo!- 
lection,  because  collectors  would  tpead  iheir  mtai- 
ries  in  each  county;  which  would  leave  with  the 
people,  every  year,  ten  per  cent  of  the  amoaat 
of  their  taxes.  Liet  us  see,  sir,  what  that  wioaU  be 
worth  to  the  country  in  serenty  years,  «pofl  o«r 
yearly  expenditures,  and  which  bow  goe*  lo  (he 
cities. 

Estimating  the  cost  of  eoUeetioii  for  sevmiy 
years  at  the  present  rate,  and  the  amonat  of  laih- 
tion  to  be  such  as  to  raise  twenty-five  iwilHoas  a 
year,  the  people  of  the  interior  of  th«  eoanny 
wouid  pay,  in  serenty  years,  one  handled  and 
serenty-flre  millions  to  officers  in  the  cilica,  far 
expenses  alone;  which  they  would  get  wilhoat  ia- 
tetesi;  and  if  jou  put  interest  upon  ic  every  year, 
at  six  per  cent,  aad  add  lo  it  the  principal,  makes, 
in  seventy  years,  the  enormous  sum  of  over  two 
thousands  of  millions  of  dollars.  It  is  tme  that  boi 
few  of  the  people  can  make  compound  idicksI; 
but  bankers  and  money-lenders  in  cities  do  make  it; 
and  it  is  no  «  onder  that  yonr  large  cities  grow  aa 
rapidly,  and  a  few  managers  within  ihem  maka 
millions  upon  millions  of  dollan.  it  is  no  woada 
that  they  sfaonkl  be  so  fond  of  iadireei  tana,  asd 
of  increasing  them  by  every  oppoitamty  thM  eaa 
get,  and  of  increasing  the  general  expaaaea  of  ihis 
country.  It  is  no  wonder  that  the  gentlraaaa  from 
New  York  should  bring  forward  aU  of  his  fpleadid 
schemes  of  expendiinre  and  taxation.  It  is  (ally 
explained  in  the  fact  that  the  real  estate,  hoases. 
and  lots,  Ac.  in  the  city  of  New  York  alone,  ars 
worth  nearly  as  much  money — and  have  been  so 
valued  and  assessed — as  all  of  the  lands,  ftrma, 
cities,  towns,  and  villages  of  the  whole  of  that 
great  State;  and  beside3,if  we  go  on  tiTinc.ftrrHnna^E. 
and  expending,  in  the  cities,  as  we  have  doae,  the 
cities  upon  our  coast  will,  in  less  than  a  hsadred 
years,  swallow  up  the  industry  of  the  wh^  of  this 
extensive  country;  and  city  property  will  ba  lo  *• 
whole  Union,  what  the  city  of  New  York  now  ii 
to  that  great  State — ^be  worth  as  matih,  or  ncady 
as  mach,  as  the  whole  of  all  the  other  property  «f 
Ihe  Union.  This  never  conid  be  the  ease  if  taxes 
were  collected,  and  cost  of  oolleciioa  expended,  in 
every  county  of  the  Union.  When  goattasatu 
can  show  that  direct  taxes  would  ptidaee  wocm 
consequences  than  I  have  proven  in  flow  fjNim  in- 
direct, Uien  it  will  be  lime  etwngK  lo  tijr  ■it— hi 
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it  odions  to  talk  of  direct  uuaiion.  The  principal 
objectioD,  I  presume,  to  diieet  taxation,  is  a  fear 
that  the  people  will  see  it  and  nnderstand  it;  and  a 
Representative  wonld  be  afraid  to  go  home  and 
meet  bis  eonstitaents,  after  raising  the  taxes  upon 
them,  whieh  be  can  now  do  by  telling  tbem  "that 
he  laid  the  tax  so  that  it  don't  fall  upon  tbem,  Dot 
falls  on  somebody  dse" — ^"on  a  rich  man,"  or  "a 
Soathem  aan,"  or  "a  Northern  man,"  or  a  French- 
man, or  an  Englishman— according  to  the  place 
and  company  he  is  addressing. 

Mr.  Chaimuui,  I  gave  my  riews  aboat  a  Na- 
tional Bank  last  session.    I    attempted   then  to 
show  that  it  was  both  unconstitotional  and  iaezpe- 
dieat    It  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  attended  with 
most  disastroas  conseqaences  in  the  present  condi- 
tion of  oni  State  and  looal  banks.    There  is  some 
solid  capital  in  the  country  yet.    People  are  more 
and  more  going  to  work,  instead  of  relying  upon 
aedit,  and,  in  a  few  years,  times  will  get  better^ 
bnt  if  yon  charter  a  bank,  all  of  the  country  banks 
will  be  prostrated,  and  the  specie  withdrawn,  to  en- 
able the  new  National  Bank  to  totter  along  during 
Infancy,  and  the  whole  coantry  will  be  overran  and 
sooarged,  as  was  the  case  from  1818  to  1837,  by 
the  late  bank.    But,  gentlemen  Whigs  say  that  this 
has    been  determined   npon.      They    hare   the 
power  now,  and,  I  suppose,  intend  to  exercise  it. 
It  is,  therefore,  my  dat^  to  hold  them  acconnta- 
ble  to  the  people  for  fair  and  just  dealing  when 
&ey  m8k6..the  charter;  and  if  they  act  josily  with 
the  people  when  they  give  the  keeping  of  their 
taxes  to  a  bank,  they  are  bound  to  demand  from 
the  stockholders,  as  a  bonus,  the  value  of  the  mo- 
ney left  in  the  vaults  of  the  banks  to  be  loaned  out 
OB   interest.     When  the  Sub-Tteasnry  bill  was 
pas^,  those  opposed  to  it  contended  it  wonld  keep 
twenty  millions  of  the  people's  money  locked  np, 
and  out  of  circulation.     This  we  denied.    Bat 
gentlemen  have  now  changed  their  complaint;  wc 
«re  not  now  abont  to  keep  enoagh  money  on  hand, 
since  a  Bank  is  likely  to  get  it.    The  gentleman 
from  Temoessee  [Mr.  Bsll]  thinks  we  ought  to 
keep  always  on  band  a  quarter's  salary;  that  is, 
one  quarter  of  the  yearly  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment.   The  gentlemen  from  New  York  and  Maine 
sappose  we  ought  to  have  regalarly  a  balance  un- 
appropriated at  the  end  of  the  year,  of  about  eight 
milUooa,  if  I  understood  them.    Now,  the  valne  of 
these  deposiles,  on  collecting,  keeping,  and  disburs- 
ing for  twenty  years,  (supposing  balances  on  hand 
to  be  eight  millions,  and  the  deposites,  after  appro- 
priations by  disbursing  officers,  and  sums  lying  in 
bank  not  called  for,  to  be  only  four  millions,)  then 
the  yalne  or  amount  which  the  Bank  would  receive 
in  twenty  years,  as  interest  oo  the  people's  taxes, 
lying  in  their  hands  and  loaned  out,  wonld  be 
^6,485,634 — twenty-six  and  nearly  a  half  millions 
'  ofdollan;  the  prcsent  valne  of  which,  without  ex- 
penses, wonld  be  |8,756,343— nearly  nine  millions 
of  dollai^-whicb  could  be  given  by  any  company 
for  a  ehailer,  and  then  they  wonld  net  <ix  per  cent. 
on  their  money  so  given  asaboniis;andlfihey  have 
any  capital  of  their  own  to  put  in,  the  advantages 
of  the  charter,  with  the  credit  of  the  Gk>vemment, 
will  enable  them,  without  doubt,  to  make  expenses 
and  profits  out  of  their  own  money.    I  now  tell 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  JxHinca,]  that 
the  charter,  with  the  use  of  the  people's  taxes,  is 
worth  nearly  nine  millions  of  dollan;  and  when- 
ever he  and  his  Whig  friends  do  go  to  hire  oat  to 
eapitalisia  the  labor  of  our  constituents,  that  they 
will  be  expected  to  charge  something  like  the  the 
valne  of  money  belonging  to  the  people,  and  we 
will  hold  him  and  his  friends  accoimtable  to  the 
people  if  be  does  not. 

I  hare,  sir,  given  a  general  view  of  the  extrava- 
gant and  splendid  scheme  of  expenditures  and  taxa- 
Son  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 
I  wiU  now  notice  the  single  one  of  fortifications,  and 
our  defeneele»  state,  npon  which  he  dwelt  so  ful- 
ly. WheneTcr  Oovenunenis  desire  to  get  the  people 
to  sabmit  to  increased  taxation,  and  wish  to  silence 
all  opposition,  this  is  the  cry:  "war  is  coming,  and 
we  are  defenceless."  That  was  the  cry  in  1834 
and  1838,  when  these  odions  tariff  schemes  were 
pat  on  the  oonntry.  Some  only  wanted  to  protect 
Bianafiaetories,  that  blankets  might  be  nude  at 
hoMM,  "<o  kMp  ou  soMiers  warm,"  and  "iron 


provided  for  the  manufactare  of  arms."  And,  sir, 
hundreds  of  millions  were  extorted  from  the  labor- 
ing people,  and  wasted,  squandered,  and  expended, 
gentlemen  say;  and  still  the  country  is  defence- 
less, and  more  taxes  are  wanted.  People  begin 
to  find  out  that  this,  too,  is  mere  hambug. 
There  will  be  no  war,  sir,  unless  Qovemment 
finds  out  that  it  can  mak«  more  out  of  their  peo- 
ple by  this  mode  of  taxing,  than  they  can  make  out 
of  any  other.  For  Governments,  in  modern 
lines,  have  found  by  experience  that  it  is  easier 
and  safer,  and  more  profitable,  to  get  their  own 
people  to  hold  still  and  be  fleeced,  than  to  attempt 
to  make  the  same  amount  out  of  another  nation  by 
war.  The  plunderers,  therefore,  of  nations  of 
the  present  day,  thrive  better  in  peace  dian  in 
war.  Bat,  sir,  suppose  I  am  mistaken,  and  we  are 
to  have  war.  This  scheme  of  fortifying  our  im- 
mense seacoast  and  frontier  is  an  absurdity.  All 
of  tbe  work  and  wraith  of  the  nation  would  not 
construct  the  forts  which  gentlemen  would  keep  np, 
nor  will  it  repair  the  old  ones,  so  as  to  be  of  any 
use.  It  is  agreed  on  all  bands  that  the  great  in- 
crease ef  tbe  size  of  cannon  new  in  use,  will  enable 
a  single  vessel  to  knock  down  any  fort  we  have 
built,  or  could  build;  that  stone,  brick,  or  mortar, 
cannot  stand  against  them;  and  that  the  only  mode 
of  defence  against  such,  is  to  arm  vessels  with  gons 
of  equal  sizs,  and  meet  the  invaders  on  the  water, 
and  drive  them  oflf,  rink  them  to  the  bottom,  or 
sink  ourselves.  This  is  the  only  altemaiiva,  as  it 
appears  to  me. 

Nations,  sir,  have  usually  selected  for  their  em- 
blems some  terrible  animal  of  either  the  four- 
footed  or  feathered  tnbe — such  as  a  lion,  tiger,  eagle, 
or  hawk — an  animal  that  could  seize  and  tear  its 
foes  to  pieces.  But,  sir,  if  we  are  to  set  all  of  our 
people  to  digging  in  the  ground,  and  going  into 
fortifications,  ws  should  take  the  eagle  from  onr 
flag,  and  change  the  emVlem.  There  is  an  ani- 
mal called  a  "gopher,"  of  the  terrapin  tribe,  with 
a  shovel  in  the  fore  part  of  his  shell,  with  which 
he  digs  deep  jn.  the  sandy  lands  of  the  South, 
and  bides  himself  from  bis  enemies;  and  we 
should  select  him  as  a  fit  emblem  of  our  national 
character,  if  all  of  onr  people  are  to  be  engaged  itt 
digging  ont  fortifications,  as  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York.  Does  the  gentleman  de- 
sire to  see  us  a  nation  of  gophertl  I  am  sure 
our  people  would  cease  to  think  of  any  thing 
but  hiding  in  the  ground,  if  they  saw  the  whole 
money  and  energies  of  the  nation  employed  in  dig- 
ging ont  snch  hiding  places.  An  invading  enemy 
wonld  have  nothing  to  do  bnt  go  around  these 
forts;  and  the  people,  already  accustomed  to  lool( 
,npon  fortifications  as  the  only  means  of  defence, 
would  quickly  surrender,  unless  they  conld  get 
into  these  *%opher  holes,"  where  the  enemy,  after 
overrunning  and  subduing  the  country,  would 
then  dig  them  out  at  their  pleasure.  No,  sir;  make 
the  character  of  year  people  correspond  with  that 
of  the  proud  bird  which  you  have  selectoj  as  an 
emblem.  Let  them  be  ready  to  fly  at  and  pounce 
npon  an  enemy,  wherever  he  is  to  be  found; 
not  to  flee  from  him,  and  hide  in  your  "gopher 
dens." 

A  few  general  remarks,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  I 
Aall  close.  We  are  not  only  considering  this  bill 
to  raise  money  for  temporary  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  we  are  considering  the  state  of  the  whole 
Union.  And,  sir,  how  diflierent  is  the  language  I 
now  hear,  from  what  was  said  during  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  previous  to  the  election  of  Gene- 
ral Haralson. 

Then,  gentlemen  told  the  people  that  the  Demo- 
crats had  been  wasteful  and  extravagant. 

Now,  they  say  that  no  reduction  can  be  made  in 
expenditures. 

Then,  they  toM  the  people  {that  we  were  for  re- 
ducing Uie  prices  of  labor. 

Now,  they  are  for  increasing  taxes  and  expendi- 
tures, which,  in  every  country  and  age,  has  a  direc 
tendency  te  reduce  the  wages  of  labor;  because  it  ii 
ont  of  thete  wages  the  taxes  are  made* up. 

Then,  they  told  the  people  that  the  Wbigs 
went  for  reducing  Bxeeuiive  patronage.  But 
now,  they  go  for  every  measure  that  must  and 
will  inoaase  it.  For,  sir,  these  hundreds-  of 
schemes  for  eksting  ont  liveis,  making  reads, 


lighl-bouses,  harbors,  dry  .docks,  fortifications, 
barracks,  &e.  &e.  Sua.  multiply  the  number  of 
people  who  are  to  depend  on  Government  for 
work  and^  employment,  in  the  shape  of  con- 
tractors, artists,  and  laborers;  mnliiplT,  also, 
tbe  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the  President 
and  under  his  control,  and  that  of  his  friendst  all 
of  these  must  add  to  the  Kxecative  influence  felt  in 
elections — an  lofluence  which  the  gentlemen  had 
the  benefit  of,  to  a  great  extent,  in  the  late  deetion; 
for  these  men  were  getting  hungry  and  alarmed  at 
the  reductions  in  expenses  making  by  Mr.  Van  Ba> 
ren — were  greedy  for  another  routine  of  taxation 
and  expenditure,  and  therefore  joined  in  the  cry, 
and  voted  against  him.  The  present  proposed 
measures,  therefore,  have  a  direct  tendeiusy  to  in- 
crease this  Ezecuiive  patronage  and  influence. 

It  will  not  do  for  gnidemen  to  say  that  General 
Hanison  only  intends  to  serve  one  term,  and,  th«e- 
fore,  will  not  interfere  and  exercise  this  power. 

They  will  remember  that  they  charged  General 
Jackson  with  appointing  his  successor.  If  this  be 
true,  why  may  not  General  Harrison?  Is  be  better 
and  wiser  than  Jacksoni  If  he  is,  will  every  man 
that  comes  after  him  be  wiser  and  betteil  This 
will  not  do  for  argument  with  the  people,  whe  mU 
not  allow  great  piinciples  to  depend  on  any  one 
man.  And  ge'bilemen  and  General  Harrison  must 
follow  the  advice  ef  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Air.  Wisa,]  and  must  prseiitt  here,  after  they  get 
power,  THE  PRINCIPLES  whieh  they  pneeJM 
to  the  people  before  the  elections. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Bakn lan] 
denies  the  truth  of  that  part  of  the  Presidents 
mefsage  which  states  "that  onr  Qovemment  has 
admirably  fulfilled  the  objects  of  its  creation. 
And,  sir,  I  have  given  an.  examination  of  the 
measures  <  f  Government  proposed  by  that  gen^ 
tleman,  for  General  Harrison  and  his  party  to 
make  the  Qovemment  answer  the  purposes  for  which 
"ihcy  think  it  was  created."  It  is  found,  I  hum- 
bly conceive,  to  be  only  a  mode  of  bettering  the 
condition  of  the  great  and  already  overgrown  inte- 
rests of  officers,  bankers,  capitalists,  politicians, 
and  rieh  men,  engaged  mostly  in  commerce,  navi^ 
gation,  and  manufactures,  and  owning  city  proper- 
ty, at  the  expense  of  agrienltnre,  mechanism,  farm- 
ing, phutting,  and  labor,  throughout  the  whole 
country  besides. 

I  will  tell  gentlemen  how  they  can  make  a  plain 
Republican  form  of  Qovemment  suit  our  peopte 
much  bstter  than  any  change  they  will  be  able  to 
make.  Let  them,  instead  of  employing  their  pow- 
erful ulents  and  abilities  in  makwg  onr  people  dis- 
satisfied, use  those  abilities  in  producing  the  only 
reform  in  our  power— "a  reform  of  oukfaabiia." 
Let  them  advise  their  people,  young  ud  old,  rtoh 
and  poor,  against  relying  on  bank  credits  for  the 
means  of  support,  instead  of  industry,  flmgaliiy, 
and  economy.  Let  them  admonish  people  who 
have  property,  and  desire  to  Inep  it,  to  cut.  down 
their  expenditures;  that  their  young  meneannot 
longer  be  indulged  in  smoking,  drinkuig,  and  idle- 
ness at  taverns  and  hotels,  if  the^  expect  to  keep 
their  property;  that  if  they  let  their  daughters  mu- 
ry  such  idle  and  extravagant  young  fellows,  that 
ihey  will  live  with  them  only  so  long  as  they  Air- 
nish  them  money  to  spend  in  idleness,  and  that,  so 
soon  as  the  duties  and  drudgery  of  taking  care  of 
a  family  come  on,  these  gay  idlers  have  not  energy 
enough  to  take  care  of  them;  that  they  generally 
leave  their  families  in  disgrace,  as  soon  as  the  pro- 
perty is  exhausted.  Tell  them,  therefore,  to  dis- 
countenance all  such  idlers,  and  keep  them  out  of 
their  bouses,  and,  by  force  of  public  opiniOD,  eom- 
pel  them  to  work.  Tell  the  wealthy  and  hereto- 
fore extravagant  families,  that  they  cannot  keep 
their  property,  and  go  on  with  their  extravagant  in- 
dulgences; that  the  three  OoremiBents  of  Bngland, 
France,  and  the  United  States,  are  all  borrowing 
money  to  get  along,  and  that  onr  young  men  cannot 
indulge  in  boiling  their  hams  in  Champagne  wine 
at  the  Astor  House,  going  to  theatres,  ud  other 
such  extravagant  and  wasteful  praotiees.  Tell 
them  to  lend  their  countenance  to  the  prudent, 
industrious,  and  upright,  however  they  may  appear 
to  want  polish,  and  what  is  usually  called  refine- 
menu  Tell  them  that  snch  main  the  best  husbands 
•od  family  connections.    Ton  to  the  poor  and 
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mlddliBg  eltaoes,  and  adrira  the'  yoath  of  both 
aexes  against  ba;iiig  things  lb  wear,  which  their 
fathers  cannot  afford  to  famish.  Tell  them  that  it 
was  MSi  and  their  neglect  of  bnsiness — thiowiog 
the  whole  labor  of  families  off  (he  yoaog,  strong, 
and  heallhf,  upon  the  father,  mother,  and  smaller 
ohildren — tell  them  it  was  this,  and  this  alone, 
which  has  embarrassed  them.  Tell  them,  also,  to 
tncoorage  industry  in  their  families  and  neighbor.-!; 
to  tarn  oat  of  their  honses  the  scamp  who  wants  to 
figate  in  fine  clelhes,  and  who  has  nothing  to  gire, 
and  will  not  work  to  pay  the  merchant  for  them; 
and  tell  them,  also,  to  apfaold,  wiih  their  coanie- 
nanoe,  the  honest  yoath,  however  homely  bis  ap- 
pearance, who  will  earn  his  living  by  the  sweat  of 
hie  brow.  Impress  these  truths  and  principles 
•pon  the  pnblio  mind,  and  yon  will  restore  prospe- 
rity among  iadiv idnal  families,  and  upon  this  great 
family  o(  States.  It  is  better  than  to  try  and  relieve 
some  by  plandeting  others. 

If  Ctieneral  Harrison  and  bit  ftiends  shall  only 
parsae  this  coarse,  I  shall  most  gladly  render  him 
my  feeble  sapport.  If,  however,  be  follows  the 
path  which  appears  to  have  been  marked  out  for 
him  by  his  friends  here — if  he  shall  encoaiage  or 
eonatenance  these  schemes  of  taxation,  extrava- 
gance and  expenditure — I  shall  be  fonnd  in  oppo- 
sition, wherever  I  may  make  such  opposition  aM- 
fol  10  a  confiding  bat  deceived  and  plundered 
people. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  JOHNSON, 

OPVUtOINU, 
In  tk$  Bona*  «/ Mtfr*uM*Hiit»  Fetruory  19, 1841— 

A  bill  to  extend,  for  five  years,  the  act  approved 

the  7th  July,  1838,  "granting  halfway  and  pro- 

sions  to  certain  widows,"  being  under  eoosidiera- 

tion — 

Mr.  Hopkins  submitted  the  feliowing  amend- 
ment, Tiz: 

'BtUtnaett^  That  UiepiOTUonfoftha  act  approved  7ih 
June,  1832,  eatiUed  'An  act  aupplemenurr  Jg  ihe  act  for  the 
relierdf  certain  aurTlTlng  officera  and  aold^  of  the  Rerolu; 
thn,' be, and  lbs  lanieareberebf  exiem^iBoae  to  embrace 
all  inoae  ofllcien  and  anidiera,  auiea  and  rangera,  who,  under 
ooe  or  more  engagemenia,  ahall  hare  aerved  <ur  a  term  of 
three  moniha  or  upwarda,  in  the  wara  urainaithe  Indian  irtbea^ 
It  any  time  prerioui  lo  the  treat/  of  Greenville,  in  the  year 
17S6;  and  on  application  at  the  proper  depanmeni,  and  proof 
thereof,  they  ahall  be  eniitJed  to  have  their  naoea  placed  on  the 
pension  roU." 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said:  I  thank  my  honorable  eo!- 
league  for  having  brought  to  the  notice  of  this 
Hoose  Ihe  long  deferred  claims  of  a  remnant  of  our 
Revolutionary  days  and  our  Rcvolotionary  strug- 
gles, the  rights  and  interests  of  whom  have  been 
oretlooked  and  neglected  amidst  the  numerous  acts 
of  justice  and  liberality  with  which  the  records  of 
Ihelegistatien  of  the  country  abound,  and  which  do 
honor  to*the  heads  and  hearts  of  American  states- 
men.  Although  millioas  have  been  annually 
drawn  from  the  public  Treatnry,  in  discbarge  of 
that  debt  which  the  wealth  of  ibe  nation  can  never 
Italy  discharge,  no  murmurs  have  been  hrard  from 
the  people;  but,  on  the  contrary,  these  acts  have 
all  been  responded  to  by  a  generous  eommuDity,  in 
notes  of  unequivocal  approbation,  from  the  cen- 
tre to  the  circumference  of  d)is  widely  extended 
country. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  regret  to  say,  that  in  the 
plentitude  of  oar  liberality,  the  old  maxim,  "be 
just  before  you  are  generous,"  seems  to  have  been 
loot  sight  of.  We  have  left,  unprovided  for,  a  class 
of  soldiers  whose  services  were  equalled  by  few, 
and  surpassed  by  none,  whose  claims  have  been 
rejected  by  the  American  Congress;  while  their 
compatriots  in  arms  have  been  made  comfortable 
by  the  bounties  of  the  Govemment  I  refer  to  that 
class  of  soldiers  who  continued  the  war  from  1783, 
when  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Qreat  Briuin  was 
ratifle(L  down  to  '  the  treaty  of  Oreenville,  in 
1795. 

Twelve  long  years  did  they  continue  the  struggle 
against  fearful  odds,  after  the  mild  beams  of  rt^ 
turning  peace  had  ntade  glad  the  heart  of  every 
freemen  in  Ihe  Atlantic  country — ay,  sir,  when 
the  aound  of  rejoicing  was  beard  Ihronghout 
the  land  from  Massachusetts  to  Georgia.  These 
cheering  nofts  reached  not  the  year  of  the  Western 
man:  there  was  no  peace  to  your  trans-AllrghaDy 
brethren;  for,  althongli  the  civilistd  enemy  had 
withdrawn  his  armies  from  the  field,  his  savage 


allies  larked  in  the  woods.  AUboagh  a  treaty  of 
peace  had  been  signed,  yet  he  ht\i  on  lo  his  western 
post«,  and  virtoally  to  the  western  country,  main- 
taining his  position  by  an  armed  force,  under  the 
vain  hope,  no  doubt,  that  our  glorioai  experiment 
would  fail,  and  that,  by  keeping  up  the  war 
tbroQgh  his  Indian  allies,  he  would  stand  ready  to 
avail  himself  of  the  first  advantage  lo  recover  his 
lost  power,  by  adding  the  nothwestern  territories 
to  his  Canadian  dominions.  The  history  of  the 
war  proves,  that,  notwithstanding  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  our  independence  by  the  British,  they 
assembled  ia  coancil  with  the  Indians  as  late  as  the 
year  1793,  when  they  admonished  the  savages 
that  a  new  line  must  be  drawn  between  the  United 
Slates  and  the  Canadas  by  the  swnrd.  And  with 
that  view,  fortresses  were  erected  on  the  Miami 
of  the  lake,  andgarrisoned  by  British  soldiers. 

The  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  1783  did  not 
change  Ibe  condition  of  yonr  western  people.  The 
blessings  of  liberty,  for  the  benefit  of  which  you 
bad  prosecuted  a  seven  years'  war,  had  been  but 
partially  secured,  and  were  not  pariieipaied  in  by 
the  western  men:  they  found  themselves  in  the 
deep  recesses  of  a'  wilderness,  far  removed  from 
succor,  surrounded  by  innumerable  hordes  of  mer- 
ciless savage.",  by  whom  the  war  was  continued 
with  all  imaginable  honors.  The  pecuniary 
means  of  your  Goveriunent  had  been  exhausted; 
yoar  army  was  disbanded;  and  your  Western  people 
thrown  upon  their  own  limited  resources,  and  cut 
ofTf^om  the  Atlantic  Stales  by  th*  then  almost  im- 
passible mountains.  They  had  no  place  of  retreat, 
bat  their  log  cabin,  which  they  had  sworn  to  de- 
fend, or  die  on  the  sill  of  its  door !  In  this  forlorn 
condition,  they  prosecuted  Ihe  war  Uom  1783  to 
1793,  with  no  hope  of  aid;  no  friend  to  support;  no 
tongue  to  cheer;  no  ptn  lo  record;  no  eye  to  weep! 
Arm  to  arm,  steel  lo  steel,  they  met  Ibe  savage, 
and  struck  for  liberty !  Nor  was  the  conflict  con- 
fined always  lo  the  hardier  sex:  lender  females  be- 
came more  than  soldiers,  and,  forgetting  the  deli- 
cacy of  their  textures,  fon?ht  bravely  by  Ihe  sides 
of  their  husbands  and  brotberk,  iir  defence  of  their 
humble  domicils,  their  hearths,  and  cradled  infant''. 
Their  little  fields,  whence  alone  their  rations  were 
drawn  and  their  families  fed,  were  cultivated  at 
intervals  snatched  from  the  busy  scenes  of  war; 
and  while  the  son  silently  held  the  handles  of  the 
plough,  the  father  was  sentinel  in  a  comer  of  the 
fence,  and  poised  steadily  the  unerring  rifle. 

I  have  said  there  was  no  pen  to  record  the 
deeds  of  chivalry,  which  the  traditions  of  dte  limes 
have  dimly  and  imperfectly  handed  down.  Could 
the  fads  be  correctly  detailed,  a  vacuum  in  the 
hixtory  of  this  country  would  be  supplied  with  rich 
mailer;  and  scenes  of  disinterested  patriotism  de- 
veloped, adding  many  facts  in  the  history  of  our 
countrymen,  at  the  recital  of  which  the  hearts  of 
freemen  would  beat  high  with  national  pride,  and 
veneration  for  the  character  of  the  chieTtain.  But, 
uafortunately  for  our  country,  the  story  can  never 
be  all  teld:  it  must  remain  sealed  up  amongst  Ihe 
hidden  treasures  of  Ihe  past.  The  remaining 
ac'ors  in  the  drama,  whence  alone  the  tradition 
might  have  been  obtained,  stand  few  and  far  be- 
tween, like  the  oak,  once  wide  spread  and  noble  in 
the  forest,  but  now  in  the  old  field,  deprived  of  its 
vital  sap,  streaked  with  lightning,  decayed  in  its 
roots,  and  ready  lo  yield  to  the  lightest  blast. 

Mr.  Chairman,  a  few  of  these  aged  Te- 
terans  still  linger  in  the  district  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent;  a  district  extending 
from  the  Alleghany  mountains  to  near  the  Keniuc- 
kr  line,  embracing  a  portion  of  the  coantry  water- 
ed by  the  Monongahela,  the  Great  and  Little  Ka- 
nawha, and  extending  along  the  banks  of  Ihe  Ohio, 
more  than  one  hundred  miles.  This  portion  of 
country  formed  emphatically  Ihe  line  of  demarca- 
tion between  the  white  and  the  red  man  daring  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  was  Ihe  arena  in  which 
gladiaior.1  met.  Yonr  sentinel  npno  the  outer  wall 
was  placed  there,  and  ably  and  gallantly  were  your 
outposts  defended. 

It  is  mockery,  sir,  to  say  that  those  men  were 
not  engaged  in  Ihe  struggle  for  independrnee. 
They  were  the  first  who  took  tht  tteld,  and  the  last 
who  l«ft  it.  The  first  battle  fought  in  that  contest 
was  on  the  10th  of  October,  1774,  nt  Point  Plea-, 


sant,  in  my  district,  and  it  was  clearly  conpeewd 
with  our  Revolutionary  movements.  In  fact,  B 
may  property  be  styled  the  first  battle  of  that  mo- 
mentous stroggle.  The  contest  was  cootiBiied,wiA 
short  intervals,  down  to  1795;  and  murders  were 
perpetrated  in  the  same  district,  according  to  asy 
recollection,  as  late  as  1793.  And  yer,  it  h«S  bcea 
gravely  said  that  "they  were  not  engaged  in  your 
struggle  for  independence;  that  it  was  a  private  war 
b'tween  Ihe  the  white  man  and  Ibe  Indian!"  Lm 
us  see  what  the  historian  of  that  day  said  on  lUi 
subject. 

Afterspeaking  of  the  defeat  of  St.  Clair,  be  pro- 
ceeds to  say: 

"The  Indian  war  now  assumed  amoreaeiio* 
aspect  ihan  it  bad  hitherto  von.  There  was  rea- 
son to  fear  ihat  the  hostile  tribes  woald  derive  a 
great  accession  of  strength  from  the  impressioa 
which  their  success  and  the  spoil  they  had  a» 
quired  would  make  upon  their  neigfabots;  and 
the  reputation  of  the  Government  was  deeply 
concerned  in  retrieving  the  fonnne  of  itr  arms, 
and  affording  protection  to  its  citizens.  The  Pre- 
sident, therefore,  lost  no  time  in  causing  the 
estimates  for  a  force,  which  he  deemed  compe- 
tent to  the  object,  to  be  prepared  and  laid  befoit 
Congiess.  In  conformity  with  a  report  made  oa 
this  subject  by  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  a  bill  was 
brought  into  the  House  of  Representatives,  direct- 
ing .three  additional  regiments  of  infantry  and  a 
squadron  of  cavalry  to  be  raised,  to  serv?  for  three 
years,  if  not  sooner  discharged.  This"  bill  expe- 
rienced great  opposition.  It  was  argued,  in  favor 
of  Ibe  bill,  that  the  justice  of  the  war  could  not 
be  qoestioned  by  any  who  would  allow  that  self- 
preservation  and  indispensable  necessity  eoald 
furnish  snfficient  motives  for  taking  up  arms.  It 
was  originally  undertaken,  and  had  been  siaee  car- 
ried on,  not  for  conquest,  but  to  defend  their  fellow- 
cilizeas  on  the  frontiers,  who,  if  not  assisted,  most 
fall  victims  to  the  rage  and  barbarity  ol  iheir  savage 
enemies.  It  was  said  to  be  proved  by  unquestiao- 
able  docnments,  that,  from  the  year  1783  to  1790, 
there  had  been  not  less  than  fifUm  kumini  per- 
sons, either  the  inhabitants  of  Kentucky,  or  emi- 
grants on  their  way  to  that  country,  who  had  been 
massacred  by  Ihe  savages,  or  dragged  into  capti- 
vity; and  there  was  reason  to  believe  that,  on  the 
frontiers  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  the  mar- 
dered  and  ihe  prisoners  would  furnish  a  M-A.  net 
much  less  namerons.  In  1790,  when  a  treaty  was 
proposed  at  the  Miami  villages,  the  Indians  at  fine 
refused  to  treat;  they  next  required  thirty  dap  lo 
deliberate;  this  request  was  acceded  to,  and,  ia  the 
interim,  Ihe  inhabiunts  were  expressly  pr^ibiied 
by  the  President  to  carry  on  any  offensive  opera- 
tions against  ihem.  Yet,  notwithstanding  this  for- 
bearance on  the  part  of  the  whites,  not  less  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty  persons  were  killed  and  cap- 
tured by  the  savages,  and  several  prisoners  were 
roasted  alive  during  that  short  period,  at  the  ezpira- 
tion  of  which  the  Indians  refused  to  give  any  answer 
to  the  proposition  which  had  been  BMlde  to  illem. 
The  bill  was  carried  for  the  augmentatiea  of 
force  required  by  the  Kxecutive."— fp.  S3*,  341, 
842. 

Will  any  one  question  the  national  daraOfT  of 
this  war,  after  reading  the  above  extracts^  The 
entire  debate  proves  tha<  Congress  conadered  it  a 
continuation  of  the  same  struggle  fbr  independence, 
a;  in  truth  it  was.  The  western  poets  were  adU 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  notwithstanding  ilte 
treaty  stipulations  which  required  their  samndcn 
the  soil  of  your  coantry  was  degraded  fay  the  oe- 
cnpancy  or  foreigners,  and  the  national  b^nor  was 
tarnished  by  the  non-compliance  of  Great  Britaia 
with  her  solemn  treaty.  It  was  national  ia  every 
respect,  and  in  every  sense  of  the  word;  and  great 
and  lasting  benefits  resalied  from  its  favoraUa  ier- 
mination.  The  honor  of  Ihe  nation  was  vindicated, 
and  a  source  of  revenue,  incalealalile  in  its  extent, 
was  secured  in  the  acquisition  of  the  pnbliti  do- 
main. It  is  from  this  source  that  yon  have  diawa 
many  millions  of  the  money  with  which  yo^  have 
enriched  yoar  Treasury.  Ay,  sir,  those  ntiflioae 
of  dollars  which  flow  annually  into  that  TttM/mj, 
are  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pnufe  laana 
which  were  wre>led  firom  the  contmon  ebeiinr,  by 
the  blood  and  valor,  and  itelaimed  by  fl|B  tou  «M 
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indastry,  of  the  very  Indian  fighters  whose  caase  I 
now  endeavor  to  plead. 

The  same  Western  men  who  had  eoBtinued  the 
eontest  throaghout  the  Revolation,  and  down  to  the 
tiemiy  of  CkeenTiUe  in  1795— a  period  of  twenty 
years— were  the  first  to  noloek  the  gates  and  open 
the  avennes  to  the  "far  West,"  by  which  a  safe 
and  permanent  entry  was  made  into  the  North- 
western territory.  They  were,  emphaticallv,  the 
rangnard  to  the  emigrating  maltitode,  who,  in 
•eareh  of  a  home  and  a  compeiencr,  flocked 
to  the  Westerti  coaatry ;  at  the  approach  <jf 
whom,  the  afiTrigbtened  natives,  pressed  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  retreated  with  hasty  steps 
to  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi;  thereby  affording 
partial  secarity  to  the  bold  and  enterprising  ad- 
ventarers. 

What,  1  woald  ask,  was  the  sitaation  of  the 
West  in  17951  A  deep  and  almost  interminable 
wildemeas — "where  the  boaghs  of  the  lofty  buckeye 
waving  in.the  wind  served  bnt  to  swell  the  melan- 
choly notes  of  solitary  nature;"  where  a  monoto- 
nons  silence  ever  reigned,  save  when  disinrbed  by 
the  howl  of  beasts  of  prey,  or  the  Store  hideous 
yell  of  savage  man ! 

But,  Mr.  CShairman,  never  was  transformation 
fh>m  the  long  silence  of  the  forest,  to  the  active, 
cheering,  bnsy  scenes  of  civilized  life,  so  sadden, 
rapid,  and  so  radical.  Millions  of  freemen  in  the 
fall  enjoyment  of  all  the  comforts,  and,  I  may  add, 
all  the  luxaries  of  life,  are  now  spread  over  that 
extensive  and  diversifieid  country;  and  if  we  may 
he  permitted  to  glance  at  futurity,  and  measure 
the  probable  increase  of  population  by  the  ratio  of 
the  post,  the  time  is  near  when  a  ntajority  of  die 


inhabitants  of  the  United  Slates  will  be  found  in 
the  valley  of  the  Miasisf  ippi. 

Will  Congress  continue  to  disregard  the  claims 
of  this  meritorious  class,  after  having  provided  for 
every  ciher  description  of  soldier?  Will  you  do 
this,  too,  at  a  dme  like  the  present,  when  we  are  at 
peace  with  all' the  world;  the  national  debt  paid  off; 
the  country  in  the  full  tide  of  a  prosperity  unex- 
ampled in  any  nation,  With  a  population  exceeding 
seventeen  millions,  in,  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  the 
blessings  and  immunities  which  Providence,  in  tbb 
plenitude  of  its  goodness,  has  capacitated  man  to 
enjoyi  I  will  not  believe  it !  I  think  I  know  too 
well  the  liberal  and  honorable  feelings  of  gentlemen 
of  both  parties.  It  is  a  subject  elevated  lar  above 
the  party  feuds  which  too  often  enter  this  hall,  and 
prevent  action  upon  important  measures.  I  am  sure 
the  hydra-monster  party  will  not  be  permitted  to 
interfere  in  this  sacred  question.  Will  the  North- 
em  man  hesitate  to  place  these  claimants  upon  an 
eqnal  footing  with  the  thousands  of  pensioners  in 
his  own  section,  where  t  hrte-fifths  of  the  pension 
fund  is  ezpendedl  Sorely  his  sense  of  Justice  will 
forbid  it !  Shall  we  appeal  in  vain  to  the  gene- 
rous South  on  this  oceasionl  No,  sir;  she  has 
ever  been  feelingly  alive  to  the  claims  of  the  war- 
worn soldier,  and  her  liberality,  which  is  prover- 
bial, will  not  be  withheld  on  this — perhaps  the  last- 
appeal  in  behalf  of  some  of  the  few  who  remain 
unprovided  for.  To  Western  gentlemen  I  have 
nothing  to  say;  the  scenes  which  I  hav»  feebly  ai- 
tempt^  to  describe  are  all  familiar  to  them.  Ths 
first  impressions  made  upon  their  jnvenile  minds, 
were  derived  from  the  the  traditionary  history  de- 
tailed by  their  fathers;  in  which  the  thrilling  inci- 


dents of  Indian  warfare  were  feelingly  and  elo- 
quently detailed.  And  although  no  costly  edifice 
or  marble  monument  points  to  the  place  or  com- 
memorates the  battle  field  of  these  heroes,  yet  their 
memory  will  be  cherished  in  the  bosom  of  every 
Western  man,  long  after  the  most  stately  templra 
shall  -have  been  mouldered  away  by  the  ravaging 
hand  of  time. 

I  will  only  add,  in  conclusion,  that,  if  ai^ht  be 
done  to  smeoth  the  short  but  ragged  path  which 
intervenes  between  the  aged  man  and  the  grave,  it 
mu*t  be  done  quickly.  The  fell  destroyer,  death, 
is  rapidly  removing  him  from  earth,  and  hurrying 
him  to  "that  bourne  from  whence  no  traveller  re- 
lams  !>' 

On  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  it  will  be  seen  that  more  than  two  thousand 
pensioners  have  died  during  the  last  year.  The 
number  pensioned  under  the  act  of  1818,  has  de> 
creased  from  aboat  twenty  thousand  to  less  than 
eight  thousand.  Of  these  pensioned  under  the  act 
of  June  7, 1833,  eight  thousand  six  hundred  ud 
nine  have  died.  Oat  of  eleven  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  pensioned  under  the  act  of  1838,  only  six  hun- 
dred and  five  remain. 

A  few  short  years,  and  the  last  relics  of  Revola 

tionary  times  will  have  been  gathered  to  their 

fathers,  the  most  of  them  having  spent  their  latter 

days  in  penury  and  want,  and  dropped  into  the 

.grave  "unwept, nnhonored, and  nnsang!" 

Will  an  American  Coiigress  permit  these  things 
to  transpirel  If  so,  our  lips  should  be  bermetieally 
sealed  when  the  charge  shall  be  repeated,  which  has 
been  so  often  gratuitously  made  by  the  enemies  of 
free  Gtovemmeiht — that  "Republics  are  nngmtefol !» 


THE    END. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


)y  Google 


TO  THE  APPENDIX  TO  THE  CON^JRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 

SENATE. 


A. 


Page. 


Allen,  William,  of  Ohio- 
remarks  of,  on  Ibeprospeetive  pre-emption 

bill.    -  .  .  .  -    36 

speech  of,  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Crit-     • 
lenden  to  distribnte  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  -  -  317 

Anderson,  Alexander,  of  Tennessee, 

remarks  of,  on  the  prospective  pre-emption 
bill      -  •  -  .  .    44 

B. 
Baokmpicy,  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  .... 
remarlrs  on,  by  Mr.  Nicholson    •  -  188 
Mr.  Norrell       -           -  111 
Mr.  Wright       •           -  147 
Banks  of  the  District  of  Colombia- 
debate  on  the  bill  to  ravire  and  continue 
in  existence  the  charters  of  the  banks  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  •           .  180,  181 
speech  of  Mr.  Tappan  in  favor  of  ftee 
banking          ....  305 
Benton,  Thomas  H.  of  Missoari — 

remarks  of,  on  the  prospective  pre-emp- 
tion bill  .  .  -30, 58, 61 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  aaihorize  the  issue 

of  Treasury  notes       ...  325 
•peecbes  in  laply  to  Mr.  Webaler  on  tha 
prospective  pre-emption  bill    -         78, 114 
Buchanan,  James,  of  Pennsylvania^ 

remarks  of,  on  the  prospective  pre-emp* 

Uon  bill      .      23,  24, 26,  37,  196, 199,  301 
remarks  of,  on  the  proposition  to  go  into 

the  election  of  Sergcant-at'irms  .317 

speech  of,  in  defence  of  the  Administra. 
>     tion  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  against  the 
charge  of  extravagance  in  expending 
the  public  money        -  .  -106 

Cuhono,  John  C.  of  South  Carolina- 
remarks  of,  on  questions  connected  with 

the  prospective  pieemptioa  bill,  53, 133, 135 
speech  of,  ia  support  of  his  proposition  to 
dispose  of  the  public  lands  to  the  States 
in  which  they  lie  •  •  .    S3 

tptttk  of,  in  oppoiiition  to  the  proposi- 
tion  to  distribnte  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the 

States 133 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  Messrs.  Webster  and 
Clay  on  the  two  foregoing  subjects      .  135 
Clay,  Clement  C.  of  Alabama- 
remarks  of,  on  the  prospective  pre  emptlon 

bill      -  18,  81, 194, 197,  199, 901,  903 

rcma(k«of,on  the  bill  lo  revive  the  charters 
of  the  banksof  the  District  of  Colambia,  180 

181 
speech  of,  on  the  prospective  pre-emption 
bill, the  proposition  to  dispose  of  the  public 
lands  to  the  Siaies  in  which  they  lie,  and 
the  proposition  to  distribute  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among 
the  several  States        .  .  .81 

Olay,  Henry,  of  Kentucky — 

remarln  of,  on  ihe  prospective  pre-emption 

bill      .  23, 38,  32, 194,  198,  200,  303' 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolotioa  to  go  into 
the  election  of  Sergeant-at-Arms        -  317 
Crittanden,  John  J.  of  Kentucky- 

remarbs  of,  on  the  prospective  pre-emp  • 
tion  biV,  93,  34, 35,  36,  37,  47,  56,  60 

Catbben,  Alfred,  of  Georgia— 

r«narks  of,  on  Mr.  Webster'.^  letter  of  re- 
signation        •  -   338,339,330,331 

D. 
Dtstribntion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 

Sablie  lands.     (See  prospective  pre-emption 
iw.) 


Pace. 

V. 
Fulton,  William  S.  of  Arkansas.*. 

remarks  of,  on  the  prospective  pretrnp- 

tion  bill          -           -  .     '      .    97 
speech  of,  on  Ihe  prospective  pre-emp- 
tion bill,  the  cession   bill,  and   the 
'   distribution  bill          -  -  -  309 

H. 
Half  p^  and  pensions  to  certain  widows — 

remarks  on,  by  Mr.  Prentiis       .  •  983 

Hubbard,  Henry,  of  New  Hampdiire— 

remarks  of,  on  the  prospective  pre-emp. 

tion  bill  -  -  -  -    38 

speech  of,  on  the  pre-emption  bill,  the  ces- 
sion bill,  and  (he  distribution  bill         •  909 
Htutingion,  Jabez  W.  of  Conneciient — 

lema^lB  of,  on  the  prospective  pre-emp* 
tion  biU  -         36, 193, 194, 196,  197 

K. 
King,  William  R.  of  Alabama — 

remarks  of,  on  the  proposition  to  go  into 
the  election  of  Se^eant-at-Arms,    317,  318 


Linn,  Lewis  F.  of  Missouri — 

remarks  of,  on  the  prospective  pre-emp- 
tion Mil  -     37,  34,  51,  167, 197,  333 

remarks  of,  on  ashing  laave  lo  introduce 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  adaption  of  mea- 
sures for  the  occupation  and  settlement 
of  the  Territory  of  Oregon        -  -105 

remarks  of,  on  the  state  of  our  defences, 
and  onr  relations  with  Oreat  Britain    •  1 67 

speech  of,  on  the  prospective  pre-emption 
bill  in.reply  to  Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky 
aitd  Mr.  Critiendea     ...  993 

'    M. 

Mangnm,  Willie  P.  of  North  Carelina— 
remarks  of,  on  the  prospective  pre-emption 
bill        -  -  -  .       91,  48 

Merrick,  William  D.  of  Maryland- 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  recharter  the 
banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  180,  181 

N. 
Navy,  report  of  the  Secretary  of         .  -    13 

Newspaper  postage,  remarks  of  Mr.  Piaree  in 

favotof  tha  reduction  of-  •    '       -191 

NieholsoD,  A.  O.  P.  of  Tennesse*— 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  nni- 
form  system  of  bankruptcy      -  -188 

Norvell,  Jaho,  of  Michigan — 

remarkaof,on  the  prospective  pre-emption 

bill  -  -  -      97,  194,  197 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy     •  -  111 
O. 
Oregon,  oecnpation  and  settleiient  of— 
remarks  of  Mr.  Lion  on  asking  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  for  Ihe            •          -  105 


Pierce,  Franklin,  of  Niw  HampsUre'- 

remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  in  favor  of  re* 

dndog  newspaper  postage        •  .  191 

remarks  of,  on  the  pre-emption,  cession, 
and  distribution  policy  ...  317 
Potter,  Augastns  S.  of  Michigan— 

remarksof,  on  the  prospective  pre-emption 

bill 37 

Postmaster  Qeneral,  report  of-  -  -    14 

Pre-emption  law,  bill  to  establish   a  permanent 
proepecUve,  and  questions  connected  there- 
with— 
remarks  on  the,  by  * 
Mr.AUen       -  •  •        96,917 


Preemption  law,   bill  to  establish  a  penaa- 
nent  prospective,  and  qnestions  connect- 
ed therewith — 
remarks  on  the,  by 
Mr.  Anderson  •  •  •  -    44 

Mr.  Benton     •  -    90,58,61,78,114 

Mr.  Buchanan, 93, 94, 96, 97, 196, 199, 301 
Mr.  Calhoun  .  -  53,  133,  135 

Mr.  Clay  of  Ala.    18,   81,    194,  197,  199 

901,303 
Mr.  Clay  of  Ky.   S3,   38,  33,    194.    198 

900  903 
Mr.  Crittenden,  93, 94,95, 96, 37, 47, 56,  60 


Mr.  Fulton 

. 

97,  303 

Mr.  Hubbard- 

38,  309 

Mr.  Huntington 

36,  193, 

194, 196,  197 

Mr.  Lmn 

-  37, 34 

,51,167,197 

Mr.  Mangnm  - 

91,48 

Mr.  Norvell    - 

37, 194, 197 

Mr.  Pierce      ~ 

-  917 

Mr.  Porter 

97, 199 

Mr.  Prentiss   • 

•  98,  47, 194 

Mr.  Preston    - 

-61 

Mr.  Rives 

-381 

Mr.  Sevier     - 

.    64 

Mr.  Smith  of  Conn. 

•  196 

Mr.  Smith  of  la. 
-   Mr.  Southard - 

.    67 

.  369 

Mr.  Tappan   - 

-    93 

Mr.  While      - 

-    74 

Mr.  Wright    . 

-        36 

30, 190, 196 

Mr.  Young      - 

.    98 

speech  of  Mr.  Ailen 

-917 

Mr.  Benton    - 

78, 114 

Mr.  Calhoun  - 

59, 193, 135 

Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama 

-    81 

Mr.  Fulton    .- 

. 

-909 

Mr.  Hubbard  - 

. 

-909 

Mr.  Linn 

. 

•  933 

Mr.  Sevier      - 

• 

•    64 

Mr.  Smith  of  Indiana 

-    67 

Mr.  Snuibard 

. 

-  363 

Mr.  White      - 

. 

-    74 

Mr.  Wright    - 

. 

-  197 

Mr.  Young     . 

. 

-    98 

Prentiss,  Samuel  8.  of  Vermont— 

remarks  of,  en  the  prospective  pre-emp 

Hon  law 

. 

98,  47,  94 

remarksof,  on  the  act 

granting 

half-pay 

and  pensions  to  certain  widowt 

-983 

President  of  the  Uoiied  Stales,  annual  mes. 

sage  of  the 

. 

-      1 

Preston,  William  C.  of  South  Carolina- 

remarks  of,  on  the  prospective  pre-emp- 

tion law 

. 

-    61 

Protective  policy — 

remarks  on,  by  Mr.  Wright 

•  190 

Rives,  William  C.  of  Virginia- 
remarks  of,  on  the  prospective  pre-emp- 
tion bill  and  questions  cooneeied  there- 
with   -  .  .  .  .  340 

8. 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  debate  on  the  proposition 

to  go  into  the  election  of  •  -  317 

Sevier,  Ambrose  H.  of  Arkansas —     , 

remarks  of,  on  the  proposition  to  go  into 

the  election  of  a  Seigeant.at.Arms  -  318 
speech  of,  on  the  prospective  pre-emption 
bill,  ibt  propMition  lo  distribute  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  Stales,  and  the  propo- 
sition to  dispose  of  iha  public  lands  to 
the  States  in  which  they  lie      -  -64 

Smith,  Oliver  H.  of  Indiana- 
remarks  of,  on  the  proposition  to  go  into 
Ihe  election  of  Sergeant-ai-Arms         -318 

O 


4M 


INDEX  TO"  THE  APPENDtX. 


26th  Cono. 


Senate. 


3md  Sbss. 


Pa(r. 

S^iith,  Oliver  H.  of  Indiana— 

•pcech  of,  on  ihe  prospectire  pre-empiion 
bill,  the  di*(ribDiioD  bill,  aad  the  ces- 
sion bill  •  •  -  -67 
Smith,  P«}7,  of  CooDecticat — 

lemarkt  of,  on  the  prospective  pre-emp- 
tioabill  -  -  -  -196 

Sonibard,  Samael  L.  of  New  Jersey— 

tpeech  of,  on  the  prospective  preemption 
law,  and  propositions  connected  there- 
with   -  •  -  -  • 3& 

T. 

Tappan,  Benjamin,  of  Obio — 

remarks  of, on  the  prospective  pre-emption 

bUI 23 

speech  of,  in  fnvor  of  ftee  banking         -  305 


Pace. 

Treasury  notes,  bill  to  atithorizfe  the  issae  of— 

speech  on,  by  Mr.  Benton  •  -  995 

Treasury,  Secretary  of,  aonqal  report  on  the 
finances  -   '  "     -  -  -  -      5 

V. 
Van  Baren's  administration,  Mr.  Bochanan't 

defence  of,  againsLlbe  charge  of  extr»>    , 
vagance  in  expenmng  the  pnbllc  mo- 
ney    -  -  -  -  -  106 
W. 
War,  report  of  the  Secretary  of         -       '    -    10 
Webster,  Daniel,  of  Massachusetts- 
letter  resigning  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  and 
debate  thereon  •           -           -  -  338 
While,  Albert  S.  of  Indiana- 
speech  of,  on  the  pre-:mption  bill,  Ihe  dis- 
tribation  bill,  and  the  cession  bill         -    75 


^ 


Wright,  Siks,  ot  New  York- 
remarks  of,  on  the  prospective  pre-enilRion      j 
bill       -  ,        -  -      36, 30, 120, 191 

Mmarh*  of,  on  th«  r^gfet  of  the  Slates  to  ooB- . 

fer  the  el^tive  fMttchiso         -  -    31 

rdnarks  of,  on  th^Aill  to  recKuter  the 

banks  of  the  District  of  Colambia,  180,  181 
remarks  of,  (>ti  the  proposition  to  go  into 

the  election  of  Sergiant-at-Arms  -  31* 

speech  of,  on  the  proteelive  policy  -  ISO 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  distribute  the  pro- 
*        ceids  of  the  sales  of  the  pnbiic  lands 

amcng  the  Stales         •  -  -197 

TOQDg,  Richard  M.  of  Illiixois — 

speech  of,  on  the  prospective  pre-emption 
bill,  the  distribution  bill,  and  the  ces- 
sion bUI  •  -  -  •    N 


HOUSE    OP   REPRESENTATIVES. 


Abolition   of  slavery  incidentally  discnned 
fcy— 
Mr.  Black  .  .  .165 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Georgia  .  .  .  170 

Idf.  Giddings       .  .  .  .346 

Adams,  lohn  dniney,  of  Bdassachosetts- 

speech  of,  on  the  Treasury  note  bill         .  319 
Aadenon,  Hugh  J.  ef  Maine — 

remarks  ot,  on  the  pension  act  of  1837    .    33 
Appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplonuiic  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  Cor  (he  teaii^ 
1841,  bill  making—  .  ^ 

speeoh  on  by  Mr.  Stanly  .  359 

Mr.  Steenrod    ....  183 
Barnard,  Daniel  D.  of  New  York— 

speedi  of,  on  the  Treasury  note  bill         .  397 
BcU,  John,  of  Tennessee — 

speech  of,  on  the  Treasury  note  bill        .  342 
Black,  Edward  I.  of  Georgia- 
speech  ef,  on  the  Treasury  note  bill         .  161 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Giddings,  on 
Iheremovalof  theSeminoleg  .  165 

Brackeni^dge, of  Pennsylvania— 

speech  of,  on  the  Treasury  note  bill        .  377' 
Brown,  Albert  Q.  of  Mississippi — 

remarks  of,  in  relation  to  die  fees  of  mar- 
shals, clerks,  &c.  .  .160 
Bjmnm,  Jesse  A.  of  North  Carolina — 

speech  of,  on  the  proposition  to  strike  oat 
the  appropriation  for  the  branch  mint 
is  Nofth -Carolina 
Carr,  John,  of  Indiana — 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  sgrvers  and  other  purposes    .  131 
Coles,  Waller  K.  of  Virginia — 

speech  of,  oa  the  Treasury  note  bill 
Coopet,  Mark  A.  of  Georgia — 

remarks  of,  on  the  Pension  bill  and  ths 
-  amendment    appropriating     flOO,000 
for  Ihe  removal  of  Ihe  Seminoles,  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Giddings  .  .  .170 

KHiarks  of,  in  reply  io  Mr.  Nisbet  .  184 

Davis,  Garret,  of  Kentucky — 

speech  of,  on  the  Treasury  note  bill        .  355 
Davis,  John,  of  Pennsylvania — 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  granting  pen8ion» 
to  certain  widows        .  .  .  1 69 

DuBcan,  Alexander^  of  Ohio — 

speech  of,  on  the  Treasury  note  bill         .  150 
speech  of,  on  a  proposition  to  amend  the 
nata»lisation  laws  .  .  366 

Bvans,  George,  of  Maine — 

speech  of,  on  the  Treasury  note  bill       •  335 
Everett,  Horace,  of  Vermont- 
remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Commitlee 
OB  Foreign  Relations  in  the  ease  of  the 
Caroline  .... 

Pees  of  marshals  and  plerks — 

remarks  on,  by  Mr.  Brown, of  Mississippi,  160 
Foitiflcatioiis,  bill  making  appropriation  for — 
debate  on  .  .  .  .187 

speech  M,  by  Mr.  Hand.  .339 


Garland,  James  of  Virginia^— 

speech  of,  on  the  "IVeasQry  note  bill       -  334 
Giddings,  Joshua  R.  of  Ohio- 
speech  of,  on  the  causes  of  the  Seminole 
war     .  .346 

Goddard,  Nathaniel,  Thomas  H.  Perkins  and 
others,  bill  for  the  relief  of— 
remarks  on,  by  Mr.  Tumey       •  -    91 

Hand,  Augustus  C.  of  New  Ysrk — 

speech  of,  on.  the  fortification  bill  •  339 

Johnson,  Joseph  of  Virginia — 

remaiks  of,  on  the  bill  granting  half-pay        ' 
andpensions to  certata  widows 
Johnson,  William  Cost  of  Maryland — 

remarks  of,  on  qaestions  conneoted  with 

the  pnbiic  lands  -       '    -  -  382 

speech  on  the  Treasury  Note  bill  •  371 

Ln«,  Henry  S.  of  Indiana— 

remarks  of,  on  the  Treasury  Note  bill     .  263 
Mallory,  Francis,  of  Virginia- 
speech  oi^  on  the  Treasury  Note  bill        .  302 ' 
Monrce,  Jam*8,  of  New  York — 

speech  of,  on  the  Treasury  Note  bill        .  384 
Naturalization  laws,  proposition  to  amend 

remarks  on,  by  Mr.  Duncan  .  266 

Naval  appropriation  bill— 

renuirks  on  by  Mr.  Shltonaiall  >  lfi6 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana      .  331 

Mr.  Weller  .  173 

Mr.  Wick  .  .  315 

Navy,  annual  report  of  .the  Secretary  of       .    13 

Naylor,  Charles,  of  Fe«nsylvani*— 

remariM  on  the  Pension  act  of  1837         .    33 
Niilbet,  Bugenins  A.  of  Georgia- 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  MestM.'Cooper 

and  Black       .  .  .313 

8pee<^  o^  on  the  Treasoiy  Note  bill        .  S59 
Pension  act  of  1837,  remarks  of  Mr.  Ander- 
son of  Maine  .  .  .    33 
Mr.  Naylor                     .           .           .33 
Pensions  to  certain  widows,  bill  granting — 

remarks  on,  by  Mr.  Davis  of  F«.       .  169 
Mr.  Johnson  of  Va. 
Postmaster  General,  annual  report  of  .  .  ■  14 

Pre-emption  law,  prospeciive,  remarks  of  Mr. 

Reynolds  in  favor  Of       .  .  .88 

President  of  the  United  States,  annnal  mes- 
sage of  ...  .      1 
Rayner,  Kenneth,  of  North  Carolina — 

speech  of,  on  the  Treasury  Note  bill        .  305 
Reynolds,  John,  of  Illinois —  • 

remarks  of,  in  favor  of  a  permanent  pro- 
spective pre-emption  law         .  .    88 
speech  of,  in  favor  of  lh«  Treasury  Note 

blU 140 

Rhett,  R.  Banhvell,  of  South  Carolina- 
speech  of,  on  the  Treasury  Note  bill        .    95 
Saltonslall,  Leverett,  of  Slassscbusctts^ 

remarks  of,  onnaval  appropriation  biU    .  186 
Seminoles,  causes  of  the  war  with — 

remarks  of  Mr.  Blaok  .  .16; 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Georgia        .170 


.V 


Mr.  Giddings 


346 


Shepard,  Charles,  of  North  Carolina —         ; 
speech  of,  on  the  Treasury  note  bill        .  lU 

Smith,  Thomas,  of  Indiana — 

remarks  of,  on  the  navy  appropriation 
biU         .  .  .  .    231,333 

Stanly,  Edward,  of  North  Carolina- 
remarks  of,  on  the  general  appropriation 
bill 3SS 

Sieenrod,  Lewit,  of  Virginia- 
speech  of,  on  t)ie  bill  making  appropri- 
ations fur  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  for  the  year 
1841    .  .  .  .  .183 

Surveys,  bill  making  appropriation  for — 

remarks  on,  b;  Mr.  Carr  .  .  131 

Thompson,  Jacob,  of  Mississippi^— 

speech  of,  on  the  Treasory  note  bill       .  173 

Thompson,  Waddy,  of  Sonth  Carolina- 

spoeoh  of,  on  the  Treasury  aoie  bill       .350 

Treasury,  annnal  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the,  on  the  state  of  the  finances.  5 

Treasury  notas,  bill  providing  for  the  issne  of, 
speeches  on,  by- 
Mr.  Adams  .  .  .319 
Mr.  Barnard  .  .  .  .337 
Mr.  Bell  ...  .  349 
Mr.  Black  .  .  .161 
Mr.  Brackenridge  .377 
Mr.  Coles  .... 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky  .  .  355 
Mr.  Duncan  .  .  .  .150 
Mr.  Evans  .335 
Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia  .  334 
Mr.'  Johnson,  of  Maryland  .  .  371 
Mr.  Lane  ....  369 
Mr.  Mallory,  of  Virginia  .  303 
Mr.  Monroe  .  .884 
Mr.  Nisbet  .359 
Mr.  Rayner  ....  305 
Mr.  Reynolds  .  .  .140 
Mr.  Rhett,  .95 
Mr.  Shepard  .  .  .113 
Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi  .  173 
Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina  .  350 
Mr.  Triplett  .  .  .373 
Mr.  Underwood  .  .  340 
Mr.  Vanderpoel  .  .333 
Mr.  Weller                 .           .           .144 

-   •       Mr.  Wise         .  .388 

Triplett,  Philip,  of  KoKuckj— 

■peech  of,  od  the  TreMury  Not*  bill  .273 

Tumef,  Ilopklna  h.  of  Tennaeee— 

remarks  on  the  bill  fi>r  Ihe  relief  of  Nathaniel  Ood. 
dard,ThoeiaaU.  Parkins,  and  oifana  .    91 

tddarwood,  Joaeph  R.  of  Kaolucky— 

ipeechof,  ooiheTreaeury  NotabiU  .MO 

Vanderpoel,  Aaron,  of  Mew  York— 

■peech  of,  oo  (he  Treuury  Note  bill       .  .    10 

.    10 


War,  annual  lepoit  of  ihe  Secreuur  of 

WeUor,  John  B.  of  OHo— 

remarfca  of,  on  the  naral  appropriaUoD  htti 
apeech  oi;  on  the  Treaaorr  Note  Wfl      . 

Wi«k,  WUUam  W.  of  IntUana- 

remarka  of,  on  the  narjr  ippropttalkia  UB 

WiaajHenryA.  of  Viqjinia—  If*" 


apeKh  o^  on  Uw  freasuy  Nola  MO 


o 


.  144 


.  3U 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


This  book  should  be  returned  to 
the  Library  on  or  before  the  last  date 
Btamped  below. 

A  fine  of  five  cents  a  day  is  inourred 
by  retaining  it  beyond  the  specifled 
time. 

Please  return  promptly. 


4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


